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IIDEX 


TO  THE  CONaRESSIONAL  GLOBE,  FIRST  SESSION  THIRTY-EIGHTH  CONGRESS. 


A. 

Abandoned  lands,  tenements,  and  houses  in  in- 
surrertionary  States,  bill  (S.  No.  128)  to  pro- 
vide for  the  renting  of,  and  for  the  care  and 
employment  of  persons  therein  set  free  by 

proclamation  of  the  President 744 

Abandoned  property,  bill  (S.  No.  232)  in  addi- 
tion to  the  several  acts  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  loyal  and  insurrec- 
tionary States,  and  to  provide  for  the  collec- 
tion of  captured  and,  and  the  prevention  of 
frauds  in  States  declared  in  insurrection,  1G09, 
2542,  2819,  2820,  2930,  3222, 
3323,  3482,  3488,  3497,  3500 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brown 2930, 

•  2931,  3222,  3323,  3324,  3325 

Mr.  Carlile 3325 

Mr.  Chandler 2821,  3222,  3324 

Mr.  CoUamer..... 2822 

Mr.  Davis 2819 

Mr.  Doolittle 3323,  3324 

Mr.  Grimes .3324 

Mr.  Henderson 2821,  2823,  3325 

Mr.  Johnson '. 2821,  2822 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 3325 

Mr.  Morrill, ...2542, 2819, 2820, 2821, 2822, 
2930,  2931,  3222,  3323,  3324,  3325,  3488 

Mr.  Saulsbury 2823 

Mr.  Sherman 3325 

Mr.  Sumner 2930,  2931,  3222,  3325 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 2823 

Mr.  Trumbull 3323,  3324 

Mr.  Wilson 2821 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3325 

Absentees,  resolution  directing  the  names  of,  to 

be  reported 1813,  2088 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony...; 2089 

Mr.  Brown 1813 

Mr.  Collamer 2089,  2090 

Mr.  Cowan 2089 

Mr.  Fessenden 1813,  2088,  2089,  2090 

Mr.  Hale 2088,  2089,  2090 

Mr.  Howe ...2089 

Mr.  Sumner •. 2090 

Mr.  Trumbull 2089 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2090 

Accardi,  Mary  Scales,  bill  for  relief  of,  2392,  3357 

Account,  joint  resolution  (No.  63)  to  settle  the, 

of  James  Keenan,  late  consulatHong  Kong, 

China 2274, 

2279,  2371,  2437,  2510,  2545,  2696 
Accounts,  joint  resolution  (S.No.  4)  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  a  board  of 
officers  to  audit  the,  of  the  citizens  of  Law- 
rence, Kansas 12,  24,  93,  1154 

bill  (No.  38)  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the, 
of  A.  Bush,  late  public  printer  for  the  Terri- 
tory of  Oregon 100, 

1174,  1709,  2239,  2275,  2324 
bill  (S.  No.  94)  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 

the,  of  Paymaster  E.  C.  Doran 460, 

643,  837,  874,  936 
joint  resolution  (No.  43)  authorizing  the  settle- 
ment of  the,  of  J.  N.  Carpenter,  a  paymas- 
ter in  the  United  States  Navy 837, 

842,  1130,  1136,  1209 

iii 


SENATE. 

Accounts — Continued. 
joint  resolution  (No.  21)  relative  to  the,  of  the 
petty  officers,  seamen,andothersof  the  crew 
of  the  United  States  gunboat  Cincinnati,  842, 
843,  1454,  1614, 1639, 1802 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  43)   authorizing  the 
settlement  of  the,  of  the  late  Captain  Daniel 
Hebard,  of  the  United  States  volunteers,  1636, 
3188,  3299,  3452,  3462,  3492,  3497,  3501 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  66)  providing  for  the 
adj  ustnrbnt  of  the,  of  Henry  W.Diman,  3251, 
3415,  3444,  3483 
joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  113)  to  settle  the, 
of  John  S.  Phelps,  of  Missouri,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Thirty-Seventh  Congress... .3303, 
3410,  3420,  3514 
Actions,  civil,  bill  relatins:  to,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  2197,  2962",  3375,  3446,  3481,3500 
bill  (No.  42)  in  relation  to  the  limitation  of,  in 

certain  cases..... ....2778,2796,  2894 

Adams  Express  Company,  bill  (S.  No.  337)  au- 
thorizing the  payment  to  the,  of  the  amount 
of  certain  Treasury  notes  destroyed  or  irre- 
coverably lost  while  in  their  custody  ....3357 

Adjournment,  final,  propositions  for 880,921, 

2424,  2878,  3160,  3407,  3491, 
;  3496,  3502,  3509,  3514,  3544 
remarks  in  relation  to,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 3508,  3513 

Mr.  Carlile 3509,  3510 

Mr.  Chandler 3507, 

3508,  3509,  3510,  3511,  3513 

Mr.  Conness, 3503,  3504, 

3506,  3507,  3508,  3509,  3510,  3512,  3513 

Mr.  Cowan 3509,  3510,  3511 

Mr.  Davis 3503 

Mr.  Doolittle 3506,  3508,  3510 

Mr.  Foster 3509 

Mr.  Harlan 3508,  3510,  3511,  3513 

Mr.  Henderson 3503,  3504,3505,3513 

Mr.  Hendricks 3505,  3508,  3513 

Mr.,Howe 3505 

Mr.Xane,  of  Indiana 3508 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 3502, 

3505,  3506,  3508,  3509,  3510 

Mr.  McDougall 3506, 

3507,3508,3509,3510 

Mr.  Morrill 3508,  3510,  3511 

Mr.  Pomeroy 3503,  3510 

Mr.  Pov/ell 3509,  3510 

Mr.  Ramsey 3506 

Mr.  Richardson 3511?  3513 

Mr.  Sherman 3504, 

3507,  3508,  3509,  3512,  3513 

Mr.  Sumner 3502,  3503,  3504, 

3505,  3506,  3508,  3510,  3511,  3512,  3513 

Mr.  Trumbull 3503, 

3504,  3506,  3508,  3509,  3510,  3511,  3513 

Mr.  Wade 3503 

Mr.  Wilkinson 3503,  3504 

Mr.  Wilson 3503,3505,  3.509,  3513 

yeas  and  nays  on 3509,3510,3513 

Admiralty,  bill  (S.  No.  68)  to  facilitate  proceed- 
ings in,  and  other  judicial  proceedings  in  the 

port  of  New  York 253,262,  3339 

bill- (No.  184)  to  facilitate  proceedings  in,  and 
otlier  judicial  proccedin2;s  in  the  port  of  New 
York ': .TIGO,  3370 


Agricultural  colleges — see  Public  Lands. 
Agricultural  Department,  joint  resolution  (H.  R. 
No.  32)  to  grantadditional  rooms  to  the,  635, 

3289,3326 
bill  (S.  No.  339)  to  repeal  a  joint  resolution  to 

grant  additional  rooms  to  the 3360, 

3413,  3446,  3482,3488,  3497,  3502,  3546 

Agriculture,  the  Committee  on 16 

reports  from 719,  2510,  3289 

discharged  from  subjects... ......719,  2510,  2542 

Ahna,  Colonel  H.  C.  De, joint  resolution  (S.  No. 

72)  to  provide  for  payment  of  the  claim  of, 

for  military  services. ..3219,  3481,3492,  3547 

Allen,  Isaac,  bill  to  increase  the  jjension  of,  2274 

2279,  2842,  3169,  3192,  3360 

Ambulances, bill  (S.  No.  30)  to  establish  auniform 

system  of,  in  the  armiesof  the  United  States, 

with  amendments 93, 

275,  464,  1000,  1001,  1036,  1032 

Ames,  Julia  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1364, 

1381,  2371,  2458,  2484,  2587 
Anderson,  Charles,  assignee,  &c.,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of. ; 756,  896,  1331 

Anderson,  Charles  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .1847 
Anderson,  Peter,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  2392,  2551 
Anthony,  Henry  B.,  a  Senator  from  Rhode  Isl- 
and  10,15,  16,  17,24, 

36,  37,  42,  47,  55,  68,  75,  76,  81,  101,  108, 
134,  138,  144,  146,  153, 173,  174,  197,  219, 
252,  253,  275,  289,  290,  319,  343,  434,  4G0, 
480,  494,  523,  538,  553,  581,  583,  643,  670, 
693,  694,  719,  743,  744,  756,  879,  88G,  887, 
921,  1002,  1022,  1082,  1107,  1108,  1130, 
1138,  1154,  1174,  1248,  1260,  1274,  1402, 
1416,  1477,  1608,  1614,  1635,  1661,  1683, 
1704,  1771,  1861,  1887,  1919,  1990,  2050, 
2218,  2275,  2277,  2298,  2299,  2325,  2343, 
2424,  2496,  2510,  2551,  2622,  2696,  2727, 
2751,  2,771,  2777,  2795,  2907,  2963,  3028, 
3029,  3062,  3157,  3160,  3188,  3219,  3251, 
3285,  3286,  3287,  3336,  3338,  3357,  3358, 
3359,  3360,  3421,  3437,  3440,  3454,  3481, 
'3488,  3491,  3493,  3495,  3496,  3541,  3546, 

resolutions  by 17,  76, 

173, 174,  197,  219,  434,  480,  694, 

1402, 1477, 1802, 2651, 2727, 3338 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill.. ....127,  160, 

202,  203,  204,  205,  206,  207,  208, 
223,  226,  231,  243,  247,  254,  255 
remarks  on  the  proposed  expulsion  of  Mr.  Da- 
vis  :.146,  347,  368,369 

remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill 289,  1207 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath 

of  office 278 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers  ..483,  565,  632,  699,  991,  1028,  2302 

remarks  on  amendment  of  the  Constitution, 
522,  523,  1424,  1446 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 5S8 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill,  (No.  156). ..646, 

647,  648 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 881,  885 

remarks  on  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  898,  899 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill. ..1053, 

1054,  1055,  1056,  1057,   1058,  1085,  1086 

remurks  on  the  consular  and  diplonialic  bill, 

1094,  1095,  1096,  1110,  IIIJ 


IV 


INDEX  TO 


Anllicrny,  Henry  B.,  a  Senator  from  Rhode  Isl- 
and—  Conlinued. 
remarks  on   the  bill  relating  to  the  deaf  and 

dumb  and  the  blind llOi* 

remarks  on  the  Metropolitan  railroad  bill,  1140 
remarks  on  llie  navaluppropriaiion  bill.. 1554, 
1525,  laG:3,   1563,   15G5,  1566,  1567,  1570, 
157;2,  1573,   1576,  1609,  1610,  1611,  1612 
remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill,  1706 
remarks  on  currency  bill,  1891, 2204, 2621, 2651 
remarks  relating  to  reporting  ijie  names  of  ab- 
sentees  2089 

remarks  on  the  District  registration  bill. ...2244 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  expedite  the  printing  of 

documents,  2307, 2308, 2309, 2310,2326, 2327 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2438, 

2466,  2606,  2669,  2670,  2671,  2756,  2757, 

•   .      2758,  2759,  27G0,  2762,  2764,  2768,  3254 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  paying  for  the 

published  debates 24S4,  24S5,  2486, 

2588,2589,  2784,  2785,  278G, 
2844,  2845,  3442,  3456,  3546 

remarks  on  the  tarilj'  bill 3037, 

3038,  3050,  3051,3053,3368 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  gun- 
boat contractors,  3170, 3171,  3172,  3174, 3175 

remarks  on  the  Ericsson  contract .3167 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ..3234, 

3259,  3456 
remarks  on  the  bill   to  establish  salaries  for 

postmasters ^ 3254 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill. ..3387, 

3487,  3488 

remarks  on  final  adjournment 3508,  3513 

Appointments,  bill  (S.  Nv.  76)  relating  to,  in  the 

naval  service 360,  815,836,  1345, 

1361, 1448,  1772,  1802,  2239,  2275,  2324 
joint  resolution  concerning,  in  the  ifiilitary  ser- 
vice  1985,  3116 

Appraiser,  bill  (No.  373)  to  appoint  an,  and  as- 
sistant, for  the  port  of  Portland 1382, 

1402,  1476,  1491 
Appropriations:  for  the- payment  of  invalid  and 
other  pensions  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1865. ..48,  75,  361^  460 
to  supply  in  part  deficiencies  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  public  printing,  and  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  bounty 

tovolunteers 76,  93,  118 

amendatory,  to  supply  in  part  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  the  public  prvnting,  and  to 
supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriation  for 

.bounties  to  volunteers 145,  200,  221,  238 

for  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
pay  of  officers  and  men  actually  employed  in 
the  Western  department,  or  department  of 

Missouri 86,  153,  219,  275 

for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the 

year  ending  June  30, 1865, 93, 387, 1053, 1084, 

1209,  1210,  1228,  1258,  1283,  1345,  1454 

for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department 

during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 

1865 118,343,  1052,  1136,  1209 

for  the  consular  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 
Government  for*the  year  ending  the  30th  of 

June,  1865 145, 

146,  435,  1092,  1109,  1130,  2218,  2279, 

2346,  2542,  2786,  2818,  2907,  3002,  3190 

to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for 

the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th 

of  June,  1864 361,  539, 

GOB,  635,  646,  990,  1001,  10.52,  1091,  1*136 
for  rebuilding  the  stable  at  the  President's, 586, 

606,  699 
for  the  nav»l  service  for  the  year  ending  June 

30,  1865 837,  842,  ]207,  1.523,  1560, 

1G09,  2(W2,  2117,  2283,  2325,  2344,  2436 

for  the  repair,  ^ireservation,  and  completion  of 

certain  public  works  heretofore  commenced 

under  the  authority  of  law. ...896,  1918,  1919 

for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  cx- 

Scnsc.sof  the  Government  for  the  ycarcndiriP' 
0th  June,  1865 1082,  1092, 

1344,  1673,  1685,1706,  24.36, 24.'')8,  2484, 

2587,  2622,  3(J39,  3088,  3126,  3192,  3360 

for  the  supportof  the  Army  for  the  year  ending 

the  30th  Juno,  1665...  1227,  1228,  1683,  1782, 

1804,  2015,  2050,  20^^2,  235),  2372,  2484, 

2521,  2845,  2851,  2879,  2894,  2963,  3004 

for  the  construction,  proservaiion,  and  repairs 

of  certain  fortifications  and  other  works  of 

defense  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June, 

1865 2082,2299,2923, 

J407,  3408,  3409,  3448,  3452,  34G1,  3514 


Approuriatiflns — Conlinued. 

for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  ot  the 
Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  various  Indian  tribes,  for 

the  year  ending  June  30,  1865 2392, 

2751,  2845,  2SG9,  3077,  3190,  3360 

for  the  payment  of  the  awards  made  by  the 

commissioners  appointed  under  an  act  for  tlie 

relief  of  persons  for  damages  sustained  by 

reason  of  the  depredations  and  injuries  by 

certain  bands  of  Sioux  Indians 2016, 

2050,  2343,  2437,  2458,  2484 
for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government 

for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1865 3116, 

3126,  3219,  3224,  3233,  3256, 

3378,  3387,  3456,  3482,  3514 

Aqueduct,  Washington,  bill(S.  No.  348)  to  pro- 

.     vide  for  the  supervision,  repair,  liabilities, 

and  completion  of  the,  3493, 3513,  3544, 3547 

Arizona — see  Public  Lands. 

Arkansas,  action  of  the  Senate  in  the  Cases  of 
William  M.Fishback  and  Elisha  Baxter, 

claiming  seats  as  Senators  from 2392, 

2458,  2586,  3285,  3360 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Buckalew 3363 

Mr.  Carlile 3366,  3367,  3368 

Mr.  Conness 2392,  2459,  3363 

Mr.  Cowan 3365 

Mr.  Fessenden -.2459,  3364 

Mr.  Foot 2586 

Mr.  Hale ., 2459,3361 

Mr.  Howard 2392,  2458,  2459 

Mr.  Howe 3364,  3365,  3367,  3368 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas.. ..2392,  2458,  2459, 

3360,  336U  3362,  3363,  3364,  3365,  3367 

Mr.  McDougall 2459 

Mr.  Nesmith 3361 

Mr.  Richardson 2459 

Mr.  Saulsbury.; 2392,  3362 

Mr.  Sumner 2458,  3365 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 3361,  3367 

Mr.  Trumbull 3285,  3360, 

3361,  3362,  3363,  3364,  3365,  3366,  3368 
Mr.  Wade 3362,  3363,  3364,  3365 

yeas  and  nays 3365,  3368 

joint  resolution  (S.No.62)  for  the  recognition 

of  the  free  State  government  of... 2842, 

2895,  3285 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Carlile 2895,  2896 

Mr.  CoUamer 2898 

Mr.  Conness 2895,  2896,  2906 

Mr.  Doolittle 2903 

Mr.  Grimes 2904,  2905,  2906 

Mr.  Harlan 2896 

Mr.  Howard,  2902, 2903,2904,  2905,  2907 

Mr.  Howe 2905 

Mr.  Johnson 2896,  2899,  2900,  2901 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 2842, 

2895,  2896,  2902,  2904,  2905,  2906,  2907 

Mr.  McDougall 2895,  2896,  2903,  2906 

Mr.  Richardson 2901,  2902 

Mr.  Saulsbury 2903,  2904 

Mr.  Sherman 2895 

Mr.  Sumner 2895, 

289G,  2898,  2899,  2900,  2901,  2906 

Mr.  Trumbull 2896 

Mr.  Wade '. 2906 

Mr.  Wilson 2901,2904 

yeas  and  nays  on  the.... 2906 

Armes,  Josiah  0.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2392. 

Armies  of  the  United  States,  bill   (S.  No.  30)  to 
establish  a  uniform  system  of  ambulances  in 

the 93,  275,  464,  1000,  1001,  1036,  1082 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  21)  to  provide  for  the 

Printing  of  official  reports  of  the  operations 
f  the,  343  360,  1771,  2279,  2300,  2324,  2372 
joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  35)  of  thanks  of 
Congress  to  the  volunteer  soldiers  who  have 

rccnlistcd  in  the 699,  880,  881,  1053 

Army;  bill  (S.No.  5)  to  amend  thcact  for  enroll- 

ingand  callingoutthe  national  forces 417, 

3116 
bill  (II.  R.  No.  26)  reviving  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General  in  the 434,  435, 

539,  586,  771,  789,  815,  824,  842,  874,  936 
bill  (S.  No.  18)  to  amend  the  act  for  enrolling 

and  calling  out  the  national  forces 37, 

48,76,81,96 

bill  (S.  No.  36)  to  amend  an  act  for  cin-olling 

and  calling  out  the  national  forcey....95,  100, 

119,  1.39,  154,  200,  221,  238,  254,  635, 

U.%  672,  T23,  744)  768,  T69,  785,  810 


Army — Continued.  ' 

bill    (S.  No.    41)   to    proinote  enlistments   in 

the 134,  253, 

289,  361,  388,  394,  421,  438,  460,  524,  539, 
553,  680,  922,  984,  1176,  1207,  1210,  1228 
(See  Appendix.) 

bill  (S.  No.  67)  for  establishing  rules  and  arti- 
cles for  the  government  of  tlic 262 

bill  (S.  No   30)  to  establish  a  uniform  system 

of  ambulances  In  the 93, 

275,  464,  liOOO,  1001,  1036,  1082 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  21)  to  provide  for  the 

printing  of  official  reports  of  the  operations 

of  the,  343,  360,  1771,2279,  2300,  2324,  2.373 

bill  (S.No.  78)  to  pro  vide  for  the  safe  and  speedy 

transmission  of  money  from  soldiers  to  their 

.families  and  friends 4,  360 

bill  (S.  No.  85)  to  provide  for  the  examination 

of  certain  officers  of  the 420, 

460,  542,  3116,  8126,  3188,  3289 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  261)  to  provide  for  the  voluntary 
cnlistmentofany  persons,  residents  ofcertain 
States,  into  the  regiments  of  other  States, 
842,  999,  1130,  1403,  2222 
bill  (S.  No.  154)  to  provide  for  the  better  or- 
ganization   of -the   quarterpnaster's    depart- 
ment  982,  1402, 

2223,  3350,  3407,  3442,  3481,  3546 
bill  (No.  251)  to  organize  a  regiment  of  veteran 

volunteer  engineers 1035, 

1036,  1523,  2197,  2325,  2344,  2436 
bill  (S.  No.  170)  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 

the  artillery  of  the .....IIOS 

bill  (S.  No.  173)  to  organize  the  invalid  corps 

of  the 1130,  1207 

bill  (S.  No.  175)  in  relation  to  deserters  from 

the 1130, 1207,  1249 

bill  (No.J87)  to  regulate  the  dismission  of  of- 
ficersin  the  military  and  naval  service... 1035, 

1036,  1402 

bill  (S.  No.  151)  relating  to  enlistments. ..960, 

999,  1083,  1108,  1176, 

340T,  3408,  3442,  3492 

bill   (S.  No.  257)  to  increase  the  number  of 

cadets  in  the , 1861 

jointresolution  (S.  No.  4S)  concerningappoint- 

ments  in  the 1985,  3116 

joint  resolution  (No.  49)  to  drop  from  the  rolls 

unemployed  generals  of  the 2239 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  55)  to  encourage  en- 
listments and  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 

the 2324 

bill  (S.  No.  284)  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 

staff  of  the 2371 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  56)  to  authorize  the 
President  to  call  out  men  by  draft  for  on© 

year 2372,  3116 

bill  (S.  No.  286)  to  prohibit  the  discharge  of 
persons  from  liability  to  military  duty  by 

reason  of  the  payment  of  money 2405, 

2457,  2567,  2804,  2824,  2907, 

3088,  3089,  3100,  3126,  3194 

bill  (S.  No.  320)  supplementary  to  the  several 

acts  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national 

forces 3126 

bill  (No.  543)  to  increase  the  efficacy  of  the 

medical  corps  of  the 3126,  3165,  3498 

bill  (No.  549)  further  to  regulate  and  provide 
for   enrolling   and   calling  out  the   national 

forces .....: 3340,3341, 

3375,  3378,  3408,  3436,  3442,  3457, 
3461,  3484, -8488,  3497,  3544,  3547 
bill  (S.  No.  145)  to  equalize  the  pay  of  the  sol- 
diers of  the 466,  481,  562,  G32,  G.35,  G75, 

699,  769,  798,  818,  825,  868,  896,  969,990, 
1002,  1025,  2082,  2117,  2218,  2284,  2301, 
2894,  2926,  2963,  3040,  3063,  308G,   3116 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 483, 

565,  632,  699,  991,  1028,  2302 

Mr.  Buckalew 2287 

Mr.  Carlile 640,  641,  642 

Mr.  Clark 770,  771,  1030 

Mr.  Collamer 564,  565,  636,  637, 

641, 7G9,  770, 771, 818, 819, 820, 869, 870, 
2284,  2285,  2286,  2287,  2288,  2304,  2305 

Mr.  Conness 482,  483,' 

566,  632,  633,  634,  638,  639,  640,  705, 

770,  2234,  2287,  2288,  2301,  2304,  "^305 

Mr.  Co  wan. ...482,  634,  6.35,  637,  641,  642 

Mr.  Davis 675,  G77,  699,  702,  704,705, 

770,  990,  1002,  1029,  1030,  2288,  2301 

Mr.  Doolittle 483,  566,  638, 

G39,  C40,  641,  704,  705,  1038,  2288,  2289 
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Army,  bill  (S.No.  145)  to  equalize  the  pay  of  the 
soldiers  of  llie — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Fesscnden,  481, 482, 483, 484, 562, 564, 
636,  638,  771, 821 ,  868, 869, 870, 871,  872 

Mr.  Foot 819,  868,  2288,  2301,  2306 

Mr.  Foster 562,  563,  638,  821 

Mr.  Grimes 481,  633,  635,  636, 

638,  639,  641,  705,  770,.  873,  990,  1028, 

2284,  2286,  2288,  2303,  2304,  2305,  2306 
Mr.  Hale 798, 

2285,  2286,  2287,  2288,  2301,  2303,  2304 

Mr.  Harris 640 

Mr.  Henderson .....2S02,  2303 

Mr.  Hendricks 2289, .2301,  2306,  2307 

Mr.  Howard 641, -821,  823 

Mr.  Howe :..481, 

563,  632,  633,  642,  872,  2284,2285,2286 

Mr.  Johnson 566, 

632,  G33,  634,  635,  636,  639,  705,  818, 
820,  822,  990,  1028,  1029,  1030,  2287, 
2288,   2289,   2302,  2503,  2304,  2305 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 564, 

565,  566,  2286,  2287,  2288 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 482, 

483,  640,  641,  642,  702,  820,  824, 
868,  869,  870,  872,  873,  990, 1028 

Mr.  Morrill 2304 

Mr.  Pomeroy 483,639, 

818,  820,  1025,  1027,  1028,  2285,  2288 

Mr.  Powell 466, 

641,  1029,  2284,  2301,  2306 

Mr.  Ram.sey 483 

Mr.  Richardson -....2302 

Mr.  SauKsbury 641,  642,  771 

Mr.  Sherman 634,  638,  639 

Mr. 'Sumner 484, 

563, 564, 565,  566,  032,  633, 634, 035,  637, 

641,  705,  819,  820,  871,  872,  990,   991 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck...481,  564,  639,  2302,  2303 

Mr.  Trumbull 2288,  2301 

Mr.  Van  Winkle 2300 

Mr.  Wilkinson 677, 

820,  821,  822,  1027,  2303 

Mr.  Wilson 466,  481,  483,  484,  562, 

565, 632, 634, 636, 637, 638, 639, 675, 704, 
705, 769, 770, 798, 818, 820, 821, 822, 824, 
825,868,  873,  969,  990,  991,  1028,  2117, 
2218, 2284, 2285, 2280,  2287.  2288,  2289, 
2301,  2302,  2304,  2305,  2306,  2926,  3040 

yeasand  nays  on  the 641, 

771,  820,  1029,  1030,  2288,  2306 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  198)  makins;  appropriations  for 

the  support  of  the,  for  the  year  ending  the 

30th  of  June,  1865... 1227,  1228,  1683,  1782, 

1804,  2015,  2050,  2082,  2351,  2372,  2484, 

2521,  2845,  2851,  2879,  2894,  2963,  3004 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Buckalew 1806,  2854 

Mr.  Carlilo: 1809,  1813 

Mr.  Clark 1806 

Mr.  Conness 1806,  1807, 

1808,  1809,  1810,  1811,  1812,  2851,  2852 

Mr.  Cowan 2854 

.  Mr.  Davis ;1806,  1807,  1808 

Mr.  Doolittle 1812 

Mr.  Fessendon 1805,  1806, 

1808,  1810,  1812,  1813,  2015, 
2050,2521,2851,  2853,  2854 

Mr.  Grimes 1800,  1812,  1813 

Mr.  Hale 1808 

Mr.  Henderson 2854 

Mr.  Hendricks, 1809, 1810, 1811,1812,1813 
Mr.  Howe. ...2845,  2851,  2852,  2853,  3879 

Mr.  John.son 1806,  2852 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 1812 

Mr.  Pomeroy 1804, 

1805,  1806,  1809,  1813,  2845,  2851 

Mr.  Powell 1813,  2853,  2879 

Mr.  Saulsbury 1806,  1808 

Mr.  Sherman 1806 

Mr.  Sumner 1800, 

1808,  2845,  2852,  2853,  2879 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 1806 

Mr.  Trumbull 1806 

Mr.  Wade 2854 

Mr.  Willcy 1812,  1813 

-  Mr.  Wilson 1805,  18Q6, 

1807,  1809,  1813,  2851,  2853,  2854,  2879 
yeasand  nayson  the. ..1806,  1807,  1809,  1813 
jomt  resolution  (IL  R.  No.  69)  for    the  pay- 
ment of  volunteers  called   out  for   not  less 

than  one  hundred  days 1919, 

1933,  20t22,  21)54,  2117,  2207 


Army,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  69)  for  the 
payment  of  volunteers  called  out  for  not  less 
than  one  hundred  days — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Buckalew 2028 

Mr.  Carlile 2024 

Mr.  Clark 2025 

Mr.  Collamer 2026,  2054 

Mr.  Conness 2026,  2028,  2054 

Mr.  Davis 2028,  2029 

Mr.  Doolittle 2054,  2055 

Mr.  Fessenden..; , 2022, 

2023,  2025,  2026,  2028,  2054 

Mr.  Foot ; 2054 

Mr.  Grimes.. 2023,  2024,  2028,  2029,  2054 

Mr.  Hale 2022,  2023,  2054 

Mr.  Henderson 2023, 

2024,  2025,  2026,  2028 

Mr.  Howe.; 2028,  2029 

Mr.  Johnson 2022, 

2023,  2025,  2026,  2027,  2028,  2054 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 2024,  2027,  2028 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 2054 

Mr.  Pomeroy 2023,  2024 

Mr.  Powell 2025,  2029 

Mr.  Sherman 2023, 

2024,  2026,  2027,  2028 

Mr.  Sumner...-. 2023 

Mr.  Wilson ' 2022, 

2023,  2024,  2025,  2026,  2027,  2054 

■yeasand  nays  on  the... 2028,  2029,  2054 

(See  Bounty;  Pay.) 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  remarks  relating  to  the, 
by- 
Mr.  Anthony 898,  899 

Mr.  Fessenden .■ 899 

Mr.  Johnson 898,  899 

Mr.  Wade 898,  899 

Mr.  Wilkinson 796,  896 

Mr.  Wilson 899 

Army   register,  joint  resolution    (No.    101)    to 
provide  for  the  publication  of  a  full. ...3116, 
3126,  3285,  2327,  3481 
Arrests,  bill  (No.  317,)  providing:  for  bail  in  cer- 
tain cases  of  military, .3086,3188,3293 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Davis 3293,  3294,  3295,  3297 

Mr.  Harlan 3294,  3295 

Mr.  Morrill .....3086 

Mr.  Powell 3293,  3298,  3299 

Mr.  Saulsbury 3295,  3297,  3299 

Mr.  Sherman ; ..3295,3207,  3298 

Mr.  Sumner.... .3293,3294 

Mr.  Trumbull .3188,  .3293,  3295 

Mr.  Wilson 3294,3298 

Arsenal,  joint  resolution  (No.  118)  for  the  relief 
of  the  sufferers  by  the  late  accident  at  the 
United  States,  Washington,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia  3481,  3492,3456 

Arsenals,  bill  (No.  206)  in  addition  to  an  act  for 

the  establishment  of  certain 743, 

744,  1130,  1477,  1617, 

1639,  1665,  1682,  1802 

Artillery,  bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the,  of 

the  Army  of  the  United  States 1108 

Assay  office — see  Depositors. 

bill  (S.No.  185)  to  establish  an,  at  Carson  City, 
in  the  Territory  of  Nevada,  and  Dalles  City, 

in  the  State  of  Oregon 1207,  1382, 

1772,  1846,  1946,  3498,  3544,  3546 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brown 1846 

Mr.  Buckalew 1952 

Mr.  Chandler 1774 

Mr.  Collamer 1950, 1952 

Mr.  Conness 1946,  1947 

Mr.  Cowan J951 

Mr.  Doolittle 1773,  1775,  1846 

Mr.  Fessenden 1774, 

1775,  1846,  1946,  1947, 1950,  1951,  1952 

Mr.  Foster 1774 

Mr.  Hale ; 1774 

Mr.  Howard..-; 1952 

Mr.  Howe 1772,  1773,  1774 

Mr.  Lane,  ofKunsas 1951, 1952 

Mr.  McDougall 1952 

Mr.Nesmith 1382, 

1383,  1773,  1774,  1846, 
1949,  1950,  1951,  1952 

Mr.  Sherman 1946 

Mr.  Sumner 1773,  1774,  1846,  1947 

Mr.  Van  Winkle 1773 

yeasand  nayson  the ,.1774,1952 

Atoclin,  Alexander  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .'.^343 


Attachment,  bill  (No.  355)  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  stipulate  for  the 
release  from,  or  other  process  of  property 

claimed  by  the  United  States 1247, 

2229,  2664,  2778,  2796,  2894 

bill  to  authorize  and  regulate  the  writ  of,  in  the 

District  ofColumbia 1301 

Attorney  General,  communicationsfrom  the, 2170 

Award,  joint  resolution  (No.  109)  correcting  a 
clerical  error  in  the,  of  thaemancipation  com- 
missioners  3192,  3194,  3266,  3360 

Awards,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  377)  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  payment  of  the,  made  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  under  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  for  damages  sustained  by 
reason  of  the  depredations  and  injuries  by  cer- 
tain bands  of  Sioux  Indians 2016, 

2050,  2343,  2437,  2458,  2484 

B. 

Bail,  bill  (S.  No.  317)  providing  for,  irt  certain 

cases  of  military  arrests 3086,  3188,  3293 

Bailey,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Joseph,  of  the  fourth 
regiment  of  Wisconsin  volunteers,  joint  res- 
olution (No.  60)  tendering  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to 2542, 

2587,  2622,  2664,  2778,  2796,  2894 

Bailey,  B.  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 152,  896 

Bainbridge,  bill  fixing  the  date  of  the  loss  of  the 

United  States  brig,  and  for  the  relief  of  offi* 

cers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  same. ..1345, 

1454,  1613,  1639,  1802 

Baker,  Mary  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of... .694,  2139 

Bank,  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  City 

Savings 37,  343,  727,  960,  982,  1000 

Banks — see  Currency. 

Banks,  Major  General  Nathaniel  P.,  joint  reso- 
lution (No.  2)  expressive  of  the  thanks  of 
Congress  to,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 

under  his  command  at  Port  Hudson 17, 

134,  257,  343,  361,  421 
Banks's  expedition:  resolution  proposing  an  in- 
quiry into  the  causes  of  the  disasters  on  Red 

river 2218 

remarks  on  the,  by— - 

Mr.  Doolittle S2lS,  2220,  2221 

Mr.  Foster 2219 

Mr.  Grimes 2219,  2220 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 2218, 

2219,  2220,  2221 

Mr.  Richardson 2218,  2219,  2220 

Mr.  Trumbull 2218 

Mr.  Wade ...2219 

Mr.  Wilson 2219,  2220 

Baron  de  Kalb,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  35)  to 
compensate  the  sailors  on  the  gunboat,  for 

loss  of  clothing 1174, 

1454,  1613,  2696,  2727,  2842 
BarryiGarretR.,billfortherelicfof....l454,  1846 
Baxter,  Elisha,  a  Senator  from  Arkansas,  cre- 
dentials of,  presented 2586 

report  on  the 3285,  3360 

action  of  the  Senate  on  the  case  of,  and  Wil- 
liam M.  Fishback,  claiming  seats  as  Sena- 
tors from  Arkansas 2392, 

2458,  2586,  3285,  3360 
Bayard,  James   A.,  a  Senator   from   Delaware, 

51,418 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  t^e  oath 

of  office 51,  55, 

57,  253,  263,  341,  342 
(See  Appendix.) 

resignation  of 418 

Beaston,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2842, 

2866,  3001 

Bcelen,  Frederick  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .2392, 

2587,  2622,  2696 

Berry,  Miijor  General  H.  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  widow  of 134,  2139 

B.  F.  Davidson  and  W.  K.  Muir,  bill  (No.  39) 
to  authorize   the   enrollment  and   license  of 

the  steam-tugs 960,  982,  1000 

Blair,   Francis  P.,  jr.,  and  Robert  C.  Sclionck, 
resolution  relating  to  the  raililnry  position  of, 
2218,  2275,  3412 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 2275,  2277 

Mr.  Conncs.s 2276,  2278 

Mr.  Dnvis 2218,  2275,  2276,  2277 

Mr.  Fessenden 2277 

Mr.  Grimes 2275 

Mr.  Hale 2277 

Mr.  Howard 2278 

Mr.  Howe 2276 
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Blair,  Francis  P.,  jr.,  and  Robert  C.  Schenck, 
resolution  relating  to  the  military  position 
of — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Johnson ■. 2277 

Mr.  Morrill 2275,  2276 

Mr.  Nesmith 2277 

Mr.  Powell 2276 

Mr.  Sumner 2275 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 2278 

Mr.  Tnimbun 2275,  2276,  2277,  3412 

Mr.  Wilson 2275,  2278 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2278 

Elanchard,  Henry  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .153, 

887,  1022 
Books — see  Documents. 

Booth,  T.,  bill  granting  pension  to 2274,  2279 

Boundary  line,  bill  (S.  No.  61)  authorizing  the 
States  of  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  to  change 

their  common 219,  1743 

Bounties,  joint  resolution  (No.  14)  to  supply  in 
part  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  lor  the 
public  printing,  and  to  supply  deficiencies  in 

the  appropriations  for 76,  93,  118 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  15)  amendatory  of  the 
joint  resolution  to  supply  in  part  deficiencies 
in  the  appropriations  for  the  public  printing, 
and  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropria- 
tions for 145,  200,  221,  238 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  9)  to  extend  the  time 

for  paying,  to  veteran  and  o^ier  volunteers, 

^       100,  152 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.No.  16)  to  continue  the*, 

heretofore  paid. .108,  119,  152,  153,  163,  200 

bill  (No.  199)  to  facilitate  the  payment  of,  and 

arrears  of  pay  due  for  the  service  of  wounded 

and  deceased  soldiers.,. 460 

bill  (S.  No.  134)  to  repeal  all  acts  or  parts  of 
acts  granting  allowances  or,  on  the  tonnage 
of  vessels  engaged  in  the  Bank  or  other  cod 

fisheries 813,  8S0,  2818 

joint  resolution  (No.  41)  to  continue  the  pay- 
ment of. 837, 

842,  864,  866,  921,  922,  924,  1053 
joint  resolution  (No.  36)  to  construe  the  third 
section  of  the  act  approved  July  17,  1862,  to 
amend  the  act  calling  forth  the  militia,  &c., 
and  the  act  amendatory  thereof,  so  as  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of,  to  all  classes  of 
troops  called  out  under  the  provisions  of  that 

section 743,  744,  1743 

Bounty,  bill  (S.  No.  7)  to  increase  the,  for  vol- 
unteers and  the  pay  of  the  Army 9, 

17,  36,  42,  48,  57,  543 
bill  (S.  No.  35)  to  increase  the,  of  volunteers,  95 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  20)  extending  the  ben- 
efits of  the,  granted  by  the  act  of  July  22, 
1861,  to  certain  soldiers  who  entered  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  prior  to  May  3, 

1861 253,  262,  275,  360,  837,  8G8 

Bounty  lands,  bill  (S.   No.  228)  providing  for 

satisfying  claims  for 1559, 

3.338,3446,3481,3500 
Bowden,  Lemuel  J.,  a  Senator  from  Virginia, 

death  of,  announced 147 

Brunch  mint — rcc Mint. 

Brazil,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  407)  to  authorize  the  es- 
tablishment of  ocean  mail  steamship  service 

between  the  United  States  and 1665, 

1673,  2117,  2283,  2372,  2435,  2484,  2587 
remark.s  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Chandler 2435 

Mr.  Collamer 2117, 

2]  18, 2283,  2372,  2373,  2374,  2375,  2435 

Mr.  Conness 2373,  2374,  2375,  24.35 

Mr.  Davis 2435 

Mr.  Doolitlle 2375 

Mr.  Fcssenden 2375 

Mr.  Grimes.  .2118,  2373,  2374,  2375,  3435 

Mr.  Hendricks 2435 

Mr.  Howard 2374,  2375,  2376 

Mr.  Johnson 2374,  2375 

Mr.  Sherman 2375 

Mr.  Sumner 2374,  2435 

Mr.  Trumbull 2118, 

2373,  2374,  2375,  2376,  2435 

Mr,  Wnde 2118 

Mr.  Wilkinson 2118,  2283,  2372,  2373 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2373,  2435 

Brenton,  Major  N.  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .3188, 

34.54,  3482,  3492,  3497,  3501 

Bridge,  bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a, 

across  the  Mi8.si.ssi|)pi  river  at  the  city  of  St. 

Louis 343 


Bridge  over  the  Ohio:  bill  (H.  R.  No.  320)  sup- 
plementary to  an  actapproved  July  14, 1862, 

to  establish  certain  post  roads 1743, 

1746,  2117,  2344 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Collamer 2344,  2345,  2346 

Mr.  Cowan 2344,  2345,  2346 

Mr.  Grimes 2344,  2346' 

Mr.  Hendricks 2346 

Mr.  Johnson 2345,  2346 

Mr.  Pomeroy 2346 

Mr.  Powell 2344,  2345,  2346 

Mr.  Sherman 2345,  2346 

Mr.  Wade 2344 

Brigham,  Henry  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1888 

Brindle,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2510, 

2545,2777 

Brown,  Albert,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 389, 

462,  644,  694 
Brown,  B.  Gratz,  a  Senator  from  Missouri. ..173, 
343,  480,  694,  936, 937,  984,  1045,  1082, 
1226,  1247,  1274,  1344,  1345,  1402, 
1743,  1813,  1846,  2972,  2975,  3028, 
3043, 3065, 3129, 3261,  3415,  3436,  3449, 

credentials  of,  presented 15 

resolutions  by 424,  694,  936,  1045 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  arrest 

of  soldiers  in  Missouri 146 

remarkson  the  conscription  bill 160, 

202,  239,  2805,  2806,  2808,  2824,  2825, 
2832,  3088,  3089,  3090,3092,3093,3194 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  35) 220 

remarks  on  removal  of  General  Schofield...273 
remarkson  death  of  Hon.  John  VV.Noell..424 

remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill 445, 

553,  922,  984,  1176,  1179,  1180,  1183 
remarks  on  the  petition  with  regard  to  military 

affairs  in  Missouri 459 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ..1612 
remarks  on   the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 

law 1752,1782 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..2569,2710 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2869, 
2871,  2876,  3077 
remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  punish- 
ment of  guerrillas 2922 

remarks   on  the  commercial  intercourse   bill, 
2930,  2931,  3222,  3323,  3324,  3325 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  confirm  certain'land  en- 
tries in  Missouri 3028,  3029 

remarkson  inter-continental  telegraph  bill, 3066 
3063,  3069,  3072,  3073, 
3117,  3119,  3122,  3125 

remarks  on  the  Cairo  navy-yard  bill 3161, 

3162,3164,3165,3289 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 

Bureau...  .2972, 2975,  3300,  3334, 3335,  3336 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill. ..3381, 

3383,  3384,  3387,  3461 

remarks  on  claims  for  Army  supplies 3419 

remarks  on  providing  for  Pennsylvania   war 

claims 3437,  3438,  3440,  3441,  3443 

remarkson  reconstruction  bill..3449, 3400,  3461 
Brown,  Eliphalet,  jr.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. ..3287 

Brown,  William  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 756, 

1476,  1491,  1560 
Buckalew,  Charles  R.,  a  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  173,  174,207,  208,  248,  2.57,693, 

879, 880,  ]  130, 1174, 1247, 1360, 1.361, 1402, 
1608,  16.35,  1709,  1806,  1933,2139,2171, 
2198,  2274,  2282,  2287,  2424,  2545,  2551, 
■  2553,  2586,  2600,  2622,  2854,  3003,  3065, 
3137,  3178,  3338,  3339,  3360,  3369,  3497 

resolutions  by 174,  2171 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of 

Military  Justice 1804 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1805, 

2121,  2122,  2124,  2206 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  certain  assay 

offices 1952 

remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2028 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2501, 

2560,  2656 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 

Bureau 2931,  2970,  3.300, 

3301,  3328,  3329,  3.330,  3335,  3341,  3350 
remarks  on  tariff  bill. ...3042,  3050,  3051,  30.52 
remarks  on  the  conscription  bill..  ..309S,  3207 
remarkson  civil  apfiropriation  bill. ..3259,  3261 
remarks  on  the  Arkansas  representation. ..3363 
remarkson  House  conscription  bill. ..3379, 3380 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Carmack  & 
Ramsey 3494 


Burnsidc,  Major  General  Ambrose  E.,  -joint 
resolution  (S.  No.  5)  of  thanks  to,  and  the 
officers  and  men  who  fought  under  his  com- 
mand  24,  134,  257,  343,  361,  421 

Burns,  John  L.,  bill  granting  pension  to 9, 

606,  644,  1036,  1053,  1081,  1108 

Burns,  William,  bill  granting  pension  to 2392 

Bush,  A.,  bill  (S.  No".  38)  to  authorize  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of,  late  public  printer 

for  the  Territory  «f  Oregon 100, 

1174,  1709,  2239,  2275,  2324 

C. 

Cadets,  bill  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the 

Army 1861 

California,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  179)  concerninglands 

in. 635,  2651,  2778,  3068,  3077,  3190 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Carlile 2652,  2780,2781 

Mr.  Collamer 2779,  2781 

Mr.  Conness 2651, 

2652,  2778,  2779,  2780,  2781 

Mr.  Cowan 2652 

Mr.  Davis 2780 

Mr.  Doolittle 2651,  2780,  2781 

Mr.  Hale 2652     . 

Mr.  Harlan. ..2651,  2652,  2778,2779,  2780 

Mr.  Howard 2781 

Mr.  Johnson 2779,  2780 

Mr.  McDougall 2651, 

2652,  2778,  2779,  2780 

Mr.  Sherman 2780,  2781 

Mr.  Trumbull 2051,  2652 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2779,  2781 

Calvert,  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .3481,  3492 
Canals — see  Rivers. 

Canals  and  harbors,  bill  (S.  No.  307)  consenting 
to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  con- 
cerning the  construction  of,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  same 2894 

Carlile,  John  S.,  a  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia  118, 153,  554,  769,  796,  923,  982, 

1002, 1L58, 1159,  1247,  1250,  1360,  1704, 
1804,2171,2238,2458,  2586,  2623,  2696, 
2715,2751,2778,2866,  3117,  3323,  3325, 
3326,  3351,  3407,  3446,  3452,  3545,  3546 

resolutions  by 118,  147,  153,  3323,  3407 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Lemuel  J.  Bow- 
den  147 

remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill 445, 

460,  524,  1181,  1207 
remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops.. .,..640, 

641,  642 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 755 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122),  902,  908, 938 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  California  land 

titles 1002,  1247,  1310,  1311,  1312 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  enlistments 

in  the  seceded  States 1403 

remarkson  legislative  appropriation  bill. ..1692 
remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  1809, 1813 
remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2024 

.remarks  on   the  question  of  a  constitutional 

quorum 2085,  2087 

remarks  on  District  registration  bill,  2241,2243 

remarkson  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2715 

remarks  on  the  bill  relative  to  voting  in  Wash- 
ington  2543 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  land  claims  in 

California 2552, 

2553,  2866,  2867,  2869,  2962,  3087 
remarks  on  college  rancho  bill,  2652,2780,2781 
remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas 2895,  2896 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 

Bureau .......2969,  .3.304,  3306 

remarks  on  tfivil  appropriation  bill,  3260,  3261 
remarks  on  the  Arkansas  representation. ..3366, 

3367,3368 

remarks  on  the  PIousc  conscription  bill. ..3380, 

3381,  3486,  3487,  3488 

remarks  on  the  reconstruction  bill 345], 

3452,  3453,  3454,  3457,  34.'59 

remarks  on  final  adjournment 350D,  3510 

Carmack  &.  Ramsey,  joint  resolution  relating  to 

the  claim  of 81, 1381, 

3086,  3117,  3368,  3.388,  3481,  3488,  3493 

Carpenter,  J.  N., joint  resolution  (11.  11.  No.  43) 

authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of, 

a  paymaster  in  the  United  States  Navy,  837, 

842,  1130,  1136,  1209 

Cartcc,  L.  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 42, 

435,  644,  960,  982,  1000  ^ 
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Cattle,  bill  to  prohibit,  horses,  mules,  and  other 
domestic  animals  from  junning  at  large,  2274, 

258G 

Cemetery,  joint  resolution  to  provide  additional 

ground  for  a,  at  Soldiers' Home. ..2015,  3116 

Census,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  45)  in  relation  to 

the  taking  of  a,  in  the  year  18G5 1743, 

2457,  2707,  2798 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  53)  providing  for  the 
taking  of  a,  of  the  Unfted  States. ..2274,  2457 
Chandler,    Zachariah,  a   Senator   from    Michi- 
gan  24,  3G,  42, 

55,  95,  100,  152,  198,  251,  252,  288,  319, 
343,  3G0,  460,  864,  884,  897,  999,  13fi0, 
1361,  1370,  1418,  1454,  1476,  1522,  1603, 
1609,  1G13,  1635,  1690,  1743,  1744,  1771, 
1772,  1774,  1840,  1861,  1883,  1918,  2081, 
2117,  2171,  2172,  2197,  2279,  2300,  2371, 
2375,  2424,  2436,  2437,  24S4,  2551,  2625, 
2650,  2707,  2787,  2818,  2819,  2S21,  2894, 
3001,  3002,  3028,  3040,  3077,  3103,  3160, 
3176,  3219,  3220,  3221,  3222,  3340,  3407, 
3415,  3416,  3461,  3462,  3497,  3498,  3514 

resolutions  by 2278,  2625 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) G51, 

655,  657,  658 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 

1116,  1117,  1134 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill,  1574,  1575 

remarks   on  compensating  the  sailors  of  the 

Baron  DcKalb 1613,  1614 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculations  in 

gold 1644,  1651 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill,  1871,  1872, 1873, 

1889,  1891,  1892,  1954,  1959,  1989,  2021, 

2022,  2121,  2128,  2131,  2132,  2143,  2144, 

2145,  2146,  2180,  2181,  2183,  2184,  2202 

remarks  on  ihe  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1920, 1922,  1931 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405),  2494,  2495, 

2635,2636,  2654,2655,  2656,2657,  2703, 

2704,  2708,  2709,  2710,  2731,  2732,  2770 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  repair  of 

certain  public  works 2921 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3008,  3Qt)9,  3050 

remarks   on    the    inter-continential    telegraph 

bill 3065,3066,  3067,  3068, 

3069,  3070,  3071,  3072,  3073,  3074,  3088, 
3117,  3118,  3120,  3121,  3122,  3125,  3126 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3088,3101, 

3102,  3194,  3195,  3196,  3197 

remarks  on  the  Cairo  navy-yard  bill 3165 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  promotion  of  com- 
merce, &c 3220 

remarks,  on  the   commercial  intercourse    bill, 

3222,  3324 
remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3231, 

3264,  32G5 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 

Bureau 3341,  3348,  3350 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill. ..3378 

remarks  on  final  adjournment 3507,3508, 

3509,3510,  3511,  3513 

Chaplain,  election  of. 10,  12,  2171,  2217, 

resignation  of 2170 

Chaplains,  bill  (S.  No.  151)  relating  to 960, 

999,  1083,  1108,  1176 

bill  (S.  No.  118)  to  promote  the  efficiency  of, 

in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  define 

their  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments. ...643,  936 

bill  (S.  No.  119)  to  reorganize  and  promote  the 

efficiency  of  the  Army,  department,  643,  936 

Charter,  bill  to  amend  section  five  of  an  act  to 

continue,  alter,  and  amend  the  charterof  the 

city  of  Washington 631, 

982,  1162,  2140,  2239 
bill  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  of  Washington 719, 

880,  982,   1454,  1476,  1703, 
1746,1772,2081,2117,2140 
bill  for  a,  of  the  MasonTc  Hall  Association  in 
Washington  city  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia..  :: 786,880, 

•1136,  1360,  1617,  1802,  1842,  18G0,  1888 
bill  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  corporation 

of  the  city  of  Washington 1274 

joint  resolution   to  amend  the,  of  the  city  of 

Washington 2436, 

2457,  248G,  2511,  2542,  2537,  2682,  2651 
Charts — see  Commerce. 

Chicago  water-works:  bill  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 

State  of  Illmois  therein  name'd 173,  198, 

200,  221,  238 


Cincinnati,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  21)  rela- 
tive to  the  accounts  of  the  petty  officers,  sea- 
men, and  others  of  the  crew  of  the  United 

States  gunboat 842, 

843,1454,1614,1639,1802 
Cincinnati  Enquirer,  resolution  relating  to  the 

suppression  of  the; 3188,  3373 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Conness 3188,  3375,  3376,  3378 

Mr.  Cowan .3376 

Mr.  Fessenden 3377 

Mr.  Grimes 3375,  3376 

Mr.  Hendricks 3377,  3378 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 3376 

Mr.  McDougall 3376 

Mr.  Pomeroy 3375,  3376 

Mr.  Powell. ..3188,  3375,  3376,  3377,  3378 

Mr.  Sherman 3378 

Mr.  Sumner 3188 

Mr.  Wilson 3.378 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3378 

Civil  actions,  bill  relating  to,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  2197,  2962,  3375,  3446,  3481,3500 
Civil  expenses,  bill  (H.  R..No.  527)  making  ap- 
propriations for  sundry,  of  the  Government 
-  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1865... 3116, 
3126,  3219,  3224,  3233,  3256, 
3378,  3387,  3456,  3482,  3514 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 3234,3259,3456 

Mr.  Brown 32G1 

Mr.  Buckalew 3259,  3261 

Mr.  Carlile 3260,  3261 

Mr.  Chandler 3231,  3264,  3265 

Mr.  Clark 3227,3223,  3230 

Mr.  Collamer 3229, 

3230,  3237,  3238,  3239,  3256,  3257,  3258 

Mr.  Conness 3228,  3259,  3263,  3264 

Mr.  Cowan 3225 

'     Mr.  Dixon 32G4 

Mr.  Doolittle 3264 

Mr.  Fessenden 3229,3230,  3231,  3232 

Mr.  Foot 3259 

Mr.  Foster 3261 

Mr.  Grimes.. .3225, 3226,  3227,  3229,  3230, 

3231,  3233,  3238,  3257,  3262,  3263,  32G4 

Mr.  Hale 3225,  3231,^233,  3257 

Mr.  Harlan. ..3225,  3234,  3258,  3263,  3265 

•  Mr.  Hendricks 3228, 

3234,  3236,  3261,  3264,  3456 

Mr.  Hicks 3263 

Mr.  Howard 3257, 

3258,  3261,  3262,  3263,  3265 

Mr.  Howe 3231 

Mr.  Johnson 3228, 

3229,  3230,  3235,  3237,  3238,  3257,  3262 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 3233| 

3234,  3235,  3259,  3261,  3262,  3263,  3264 

Mr.  Morrill 3225, 

3326,  3227,  3228,  3230,  3231,  3263 

Mr.  Nesmith 3262 

Mr.  Pomeroy 3233,  3234 

Mr.  Powell 3265 

Mr.  Ramsey 3263,  3265 

Mr.  Saulsbury....:.3258,  3261,  3263,  3264 

Mr.  Sherman 3219,  3225, 

3226,  3227,3229,  3230,  3231,  .3232,  32.33, 
3234,3235,3238,3256,  3257,  3253,  32.59, 
.3260,  3261,  3262,  3263,  3264,  3337,  3456 

Mr.  Sprague .....3258,  3259 

Mr.  Sumner 3219, 

3229,  3230,  3235,  3236,  3237,  3238, 
3258,  3259,  3260,  3261,  3263,  3264 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 32G5. 

Mr.  Trumbull 3231,  3257,  3258,  3261 

Mr.  Wade 3230, 

3238,  3239,  3264,  3265,  3456 

Mr.  Wilkinson 3261,  3262,  3264,  3265 

Mr.  Wilson.. 3257,  3259,  3262 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3225, 

3223,  3256,  3258,  3261,  3264,  3265 

Civil  service  of  the  United  States,  bill  (S.  No.  262) 

to  provide  for  the  greater  efficiency  of  the,  1985 

Claim  of  Kansas,  bill  (S.  No.  70)  to  enable  the 

accounting  officers  of  the  Treai^ury  to  settle 

the 319 

joint  resolution  (No.  51)  relative  to  the  claim 
and  letters  patent  of  William  Wheeler  Hub- 
bell 1345,  1660,  2599,  2664,  2778 

Claims,  the  Committee  on 16 

instructions  to 389,  2696 

reports  lVom...l34,262,4G2, 53d,  744,  864,  89G, 
1227, 1274,  147G,  16.35,  1944,  2239,  2371, 
2510,3028,  3086,  3188,  3337,  3357,  3455 


Claims,  the  Committee  on — Conlinued. 

adverse  reports  from 523,  836, 

1154,  1227,  1382,  1802,  2842,  3028,  3086 

discharged  from  subjects 75, 

523,  539,  743,  1476,  1802,  1944,  2842,  3218 

bill  (S.  No.  65)  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
tlie,  of  Peruvian  citi^ns  under  the  conven- 
tion between  the  United  States  and  Peru  of 

the  12th  of  January,  1863 262, 

388,2510,2551,2651 

bill  (S.  No.  113)  to  provide  for  ascertaining 
and  adjusting,  against  the  Government  for 
injury  or  destruction  of  property  by  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  or  by  military 
authority  during  the  present  rebellion,  and 
for  settling  the,  of  I^ntucky  against  the  Uni- 
ted States ." 586,  1636 

bill  (S.  No.  252)  to  provide  for  the  adjustment 
of,  of  aliens  against  the  United  States  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  rebellion, 

1840,  2197 

bill  (No.  521)  to  amend  an  act  to  provide,  for 

•  the  payment  of  the,  of  Peruvian  citizens  under 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and 

Peru  of  the  12th  January,  1863 2878, 

2379,  2921,  3002,  3039,  3190 

bill  (No.  533)  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and- 
adjusting,  against  the  Government  for  injury 
or  destruction  of  property  by  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  or  by  military  authority 
during  the  present  rebellion.  .3086, 3087, 3188 

bill  to  provide  for  the  ascertainment  and  satis- 
faction of,  of  American  citizens  for  spolia- 
tions committed  by  the  French  prior  to  the 
31st  of  July,  1801 ..37,  1402,  1608 

bill  (No.  341)  to  carry  into  effect  the  conven- 
tion With  Ecuador  for  the  mutual  adjustment 
of. 1154,  1162,  1228,  1258,  1274,  1345 

bill  (S.  No.  181)  in  reference  to  donation,  in 

Oregon  and  Washington 1207, 

1227,  1661,  1887,  1919,  2015 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  377)  making  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  the  awards  made  by  the  com- 
missioners appointed  under  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  persons  for  damages  sustained  by  rea- 
son of  the  depredations  and  injuries  by  certain 

bands  of  Sioux  Indians 201G, 

2050,  2343,  2437,  2458,  2484 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  117)  to  reimburse  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  for  expenses  in  calling  out  the 
militia  of  said  State  during  the  recent  inva- 
sion  2139, 

2170,  3219,  3370,  3407,  3408,  3437, 3443 

bill  (S.  No.  8)  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin  48,  76, 1635, 

1847,  1863,  2017,  2052, 2119, 2622,  2696, 

2727,  2751,  2752,  2926,  3415,  3444,  3483 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Carlile 2623 

Mr.  Clark: 2752 

Mr.  Collamer,  1863, 2624, 2696, 2697, 2698 

Mr.  Conness 1864,  2752 

Mr.  Davis 2017,  2121,  2753 

Mr.  Doolittle 1863, 

1864,  2623,  2624,  2698,  2729,  2752,  2929 
Mr.  Fessenden 1847, 1863, 

1864,  2017,  2052,  2053,  2729,  2730,  2751 
Mr.  Grimes..  1847,  2017,  2119,  2623,  2754 

Mr.  Hale 2623,  2G24 

Mr.  Harlan 2052,  2119,  2121,  2G23, 

2624,  2696, 2697,  2698,  2728,  2729,  2730, 

2752,  2753,  2754,  2927,  2928,  2929,  2930 
Mr.  Hendricks 1847,  1863, 

1864,  2017,  2018,  2622,  2623,  2696,  2698, 

2728,  2729,  2751,  2754,  2926,  2927,  2928 
Mr.  Howe 1847,  18G3, 

1864,  2052,  5053,  2054,  2119,  2120, 
2121,  2623,  2696,  2697,  2698,  2727, 
2729,  2752,  2754,  2926,  2929,  2930 

Mr.  Johnson 2119,  2929 

Mr.  Morrill 2754 

Mr.  Pomeroy 1863,  2752,  2754 

Mr.  Shermati 1863, 

1864,  2017,  2119,  2121,  2728,  2751 

Mr.  Sumner 2926 

Mr.  Trumbull 2119,2752,2929   , 

Mr.  Wilkinson 2753 

yoas  and  nays  on  the 2728,  2730,  2930 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  305)  to  restrict  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  to  provide  for 

■  the  payment  of  certain,  for  quartermaster's 

stores  and  subsistence  supplies  furnished  to 

the  Army  of  the  United  States 2778, 

2781,3188,  3418.  3499,  3513,  3541,  3547 
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Claims,  biIl(FI.  R.No.  305)  to  restrict  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  certain,  for  quarter- 
master's stores  and  subsistence  supplies 
furnished  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States — 
Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by-^ 

Mr.  Brown ...3419 

Mr.  Clark 3499 

Mr.  Fessenden 3419 

Mr.  Grimes 3419 

Mr.  Hicks 3500 

Mr.  Johnson 3418,  3419,  3499,  3500 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 3499 

Mr.  McDougall 3419,  3499,  3500 

Mr.  Powell » 3419,  3500 

Mr.  Trumbull 3419,  3499 

Mr.  Wilkinson 3499 

(Sec  Horses;  J^Tavul  Supplies.) 
Clark,  A.  S.,bill  for  the  relief  of,  1491, 1522, 1771 
Clark,    Daniel,   a   Senator    from    New    Hamp- 
shire  3,9,  15,  17, 

47,  75,  95,  9G,  134,  153,  197,262,523,536, 
539,  553,  554,  5S6,  643,  720,  725,  726,  743, 
744,  836,  887,  901,  922,  1025,  1034,  1045, 
1162,  1176,  1207,  1226,  1227,  1261,  1274, 
.  1310,  1331,  1382,  1416,  1607,  1635,  1636, 
1632,  1684,  1690,  1743,  1806,  2223,  2522, 
2567,  2654,  3014,  3291,  3292,  3337,  3410, 
3411,  3421,  3444,  3445,  3452,  3454,  3499 

resolutions  by 96,  153,  1743 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath 

of  office Sr 

remarks  on  the  soldiers'  bounty  bill 58,  67 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 125,  140, 

141,  160,201,207,209,222, 

223,  224,  225,  229,«239,  240, 

242,  246,  247,  248,  251,  254 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of 

Mr.  Davis 139,  364,  389 

remarks  on  enlistments  bill,  289, 361, 1131, 1182 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Albert 
Brown. ..389,  464,  646,694,696,697,698,099 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  156). ..610, 
611,  617,  618,649,650,655 
remarks  in  relation   to  the  Senate  contingent 

fund 668,  669 

remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops 770, 

771,  1030 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  continue  the  payment  of 

bounties ; 867 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 885 

remarks  on  the  internal  revenue  bill. ..937,  938 
remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill... .1054, 

•     1086,  1088 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  deaf  and  dumb 

and  the  blind 1109 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  deserters,  1250 
remarks  on  the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion  ,.;; 1367 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. ..1611 
remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculations  in 

gold ..1642,  1643,  1651 

remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1922,  1923 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill. ..1953, 1954,  1955 
remarks  on  the  hundred  days'  volunteer  bill, 

2025 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2491, 

2492,  2497,  2.500,  2520,  2.521,  2523,  2524, 
2525,  2526,  25.57,  2567,  2568,  2569,  2.591, 
2593,  2594,  2626,  2635,  2G54,  2655,  2656, 
2G59,  2660,  2662,  2663,  2666,  2667,  2668, 
2669,  2670,  2671,  2703,  2704,  2705,  2706, 
2707,  2708,  2709,  2710,  2733,  2762,  2764 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Stale  of 

Wisconsin 2752 

remark.s  on  the  tariff  bill 3005 

3006,  3007,  3008,  3009,  .SOlO,  .3011,  3012, 
3014,  303],  .3032,  30.36,  .3033,  .3047,  3053 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  gun- 
boat contractors 3172,  3175 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3227, 

3228,  3230 
remarks  on  claim  of  Nahum  Ward,  3411,  3412 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 34,53 

Clark,  J.  H.,  &,  Co.,  joint  resolution  (II.  R.No. 
74)  referring  the  claim  of,  to  the  Court  of 

Claims 2274,2279,  2371,  2.395,  2424,  2510 

Clerks,  1^)11  (S.  No.  104.)  to  regulate  the  pay  of, 

to  paymasters  in  the  Navy 523,  814 

joint  rrKoIution  (S.  No.  44)  for  the  relief  of,  at  \ 
the  Kitlery  and    Philndilphia    nnvy-ynnis, 
IGWJ,  1919,3063,3116,3289 


Clerks — Continued. 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  300)  for  the  classification  of  the, 
to  paymasters  in  the  Navy,  and  graduating 
their  pay,  1345,  1454,  1743,  1919,  2436,-2510 

to  committees ? 146,  253,  263 

Coal-heavers  and  firemen,  bill  (S.  No.  236)  to 
provide  for  granting  an  honorable  discharge 

to,  in  the  naval  service 1660, 

1919,  2696,  2727,  2842 

Coal  lands,  bill  (No.  264)  for  the  disposal  of,  and 

of  town  property  in  the  public  domain,  2050, 

2707,  2963,  3408,  3444,  3483 

Coasting  trade,  bill  (S.  No.  223)  to  regulate   the 

foreign  and,  on  the  northern,  northeastern, 

and  northwestern   frontiers  of  the   United 

States 1177, 1771,  2016,  2842,  2879,  3062 

bill  (No.  324)  to  repeal  section  two  of  an  act 
to  regulate  the  foreigji,  on  the  northern, 
northeastern,  and  northwestern  frontiers  of 

the  United  States 1082, 1092,  1771 

Cobb,  J.  and  0.  P.,  &  Co.,  joint  resolution  for 

the  adjustment  of  the  claim  of 3039 

Codification,  bill  to  provide  for  the  revision  and, 
of  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  960, 
;  2484 

Coin,  bill  (No.  455)  to  punish  and  prevent  the 
counterfeiting  of,  of  the  United  States. ..2274, 
2279,  2435,  2707,  2751,  2879 
bill  (No.  284)  to  prevent  the  selling  and  circu- 
lation of  counterfeit,  and  of  counterfeit  and 
altered  Treasury  notes  and  postal  currency 

bills 2778,2781 

Coins,  bill  (S.  No.  183)  in  amendment  of  an  act 
relating  to  foreign,  and  the  coinage  of  cents 

at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States 1207, 

1227,  1772,  1802,  1842 

Cole,  Darius  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 756, 

1476,  1491,  1560 

Collaraer,  Jacob,  a  Senator  from  Vermont 9, 

24,  37,  81,  86,  108,  145,  1.53,  181,  219, 
2.52, 254, 257, 288, 459, 491,  493, 583, 584, 
686,607,620,815,816,  1052,  1130,  1154, 
1174,1175,1216,  1251,  1274,  1312,  1344, 
1360,  1.381,1454,  1455,  1478,  1560,  1640, 
1704,1771,1861,  1862,  1863,  1838,  1945, 
1988, 1990,2016,  2055,  2087,  2117,  2171, 
2239,2241,2300,  2324,  2372,  2392,  2405, 
2435,2545,2671,  2707,  2783,  2819,  2820, 
2866,2879,2894,2898,  3062,  .3085,  3D86, 
3116,  3117,  3189,  3190,  3287,  3322,  3337 
remarks  on  the  credentials  of  the  West  Vir- 
ginia Senators 1,  2,  3 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath 

of  office 50,  263,  275,  327,  328 

remarks  .on  soldiers'  bounty  bill. ..58, 65,  66,  67 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  14). ..79,  80 
remarks  on  the  bill  (No.  18)  to  amend  the  en- 
rollment act 83,  84 

remaiks  on  the  conscription  bill 121,  122, 

123, 126, 141, 142, 154, 155,  156,  157,  159, 
200,207,209,  222,  224,  231,  239,251,  252 

remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill 289,  1213 

remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops.. 564, 

565,  636,637,641,  769,  770,  771, 

618,  819,   820,  869,   870,   2284, 

2285, 2286, 2287, 2288, 2304, 2305 

remarks  on  bill  removing  the  disqualification 

of  color  in  carrying  the  mails  ..586,837,841 

remarks  on  the  admission  of  Nevada 788 

remarks  on' the  admission  of  Colorado 789 

remarks  on  Military  Academy  bill,  1085, 1091 

remarks  on  consular  and  diplomatic  bill,  1092, 

1094,  1115,  1116,  1132,  1134,  1135 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Masonic 

Hall  Association 1137,  1138,  1618 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  deserters,  1249, 

1250 
remarks  on    the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion  1446, 1457,  1458 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 

Ford 1636,  1637 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculation  in 
gold,  1647,  16.50, 1651, 1GG6, 1667, 1668, 1672 
remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill,  1690, 
1691,  1706,  1708 
remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  franked  mat- 
ter  1862,1863 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of 

Wisconsin 1863,  2624,  2696,  2697,  2693 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill ......1866, 

1867,  18G9,  1875,  1890,  1891,  189C,  1899, 
1900,  19.53,  2021,  2121,  2125,  2142,  2]4;t, 
2148,  2149,  21.55,  2173,  2179,  2182,  2183, 
2184,  2185,  2J99,  2200,  2201,  2202,  2621 


CoUamer,  Jacob,  a  Senator  from  Vermont — Coiv- 
tinued. 
remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1922,  1923,  1924,  1931 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  certain  assay 

offices 1950,  1952 

remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2026,2054 

remarks  relating  to  the  reporting  of  absentees, 

2089,  2090 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  service  to 

Brazil : 2117, 

2118,  2283,  2372,  2373,  2374,  2375,  2435 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the 

Navajo  Indian  captives «;» 2173 

rerriarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fitzgerald  & 

Ball  2227 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  expedite  the  printing  of 

documents 2308,  2309,  2310,  2326,  2327 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  a  bridge  over  th» 

Ohio 2344,  2345,  2346 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 2352, 

2353,  2357,  2400 

remarks  oti  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2483, 

2489,  2490,  2494,  2519,  2520,  2521,  2525, 
2546,  2551,  2561,  2562,  2592,-2G53,  2660, 
2661,  2662,  2663,  2665,  2666,  2667,  2670, 
2671,  2699,  2701,  2733,  2734,  2735,  2736, 
2737,  2738,  2739,  2740,  2754,  2757,  2762 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  payfor  the  published 

debates 2485,2486,2588,2786 

remark.s  on  the  bill  concerning  land  claims  in 

California 2552,2667 

remarks  on  the  college  rancho  bill. ...2779,  2781 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2805, 

2808,  2824,  3094,  3096,  3103, 

3194,  3195,  3196,  3197,  3193 

•remarks  on  the  commercial  intercourse  bill,  2822 

remarks  on  the  Overland  Mail  Company  bill, 

3028,  3063,  3064,":3065 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3034,  3035,  3036 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  salaries  for  post- 
masters  3219,3251,  3252,  3253,  3254 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3229, 

•3230,  3237,  3238,  3239,  3256,  3257,  3258 

Collection  district,  bill   (No.  287)  to  change  the 

name  of  the,  and  port  of  Presque  Isle  to  the 

district  and  port  of  Erie 1382, 

1402,  1476,  1694,  1744,  1842 
bill  (S.  No.  283)  to  abolish  the,  of  Port  Orford 

and  Cape  Perpetua,  in  Oregon 2371, 

2437,  2778,  2796,  2894 
bill  (No.  477)  to  abolish  the,  of  Cape  Perpetua 

and  Port  Orford 2372,  2392,  2818 

Collisions  on  the  water,  bill  (No.  62). fixing  cer- 
tain rules  and    regulations    for    preventing, 
1402,  1608,  1888,  1945,  20i7 
Colonization,  bill  (S.  No.  45)  to  set  apart  a  por- 
tion of  the  State  of  Texas  for  the  use  of  per- 
sons of  African  descent 145, 

238,  480,  586,  672 
bill  (S.  No.  169)  to  repeal  all  acts  making  appro- 
priatiofis  for  the,  of  persons  of  African  de- 
scent  1108,2218 

Colorado,  theTerritory  of,  bill  (No.  97)  to  enable 
the  people  of,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 

State  into  the  Union 521, 

693,  788,  1162,  1209,  1228 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Denver,  in ,  1000, 1900, 2274,  2376,  2484,  2587 
joint   resolution    (S.    No.   54)    providing    for 
changing  the  time  of  voting  upon  the  consti- 
tution of. 2299 

bill  (S.  No.  291)  to  amend  an  act  to  enable  the 

people  of,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 

government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 

State  into  the  Union,  2457,  2521,  3002,  3087 

(See  Public  Lands.) 

Commerce,  the  Committee  on 16,  460,  26G4 

instructions  to 420,  4G0,  1207,  1609,  2274 

reports  from 152,  198,  319, 

480,  743,  999,  1361,  1454,  1476,  1608,  1635, 
1703,  1771,  2117,  2197,  2239,  2,371,- 2542, 
2650,  2818,  3001,  3188,  3219,  3285,   3.547 

adverse  reports  from 17G4, 

1918,  1919,2117,2650,  3001 

discharged  from  subjects 288, 

719,920,  1771,  1918,2618,3001 
bill  (S.  No.  102)  to  estalilish  certain  post  roads, 

and  to  regulate,  among  the  States 251, 

.583,  887,  2239 

bill  (No.  307)  to  regulate,  among  the  so'/.-r':"! 

States 2274,  2279,  2650,  3415,  3461 
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Commerce — Continued. 

bill  (S.  No.  310)  for  the  promotion  of,  and  the 

improvement  of  navigation 3001,  3220 

Commercial  intercourse,  bill  (S.  No.  232)  in  addi- 
tion to  the  several  acta  concerning,  between 
loyal  and  insurrectionary  States,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection  of  captured  and  aban- 
doned property,  and  the  prevention  of  frauds 
in  Statee  declared  in  inRurrection. ...... 1609, 

2542,  2819,  2320,  2930,  3222, 
3323,  3482,  3488,  3497,  3500 
Commission — s'ee  Revemie. 

Commissioner  of  Patents,  jointxesolution  (S.  No. 
7G)  to  enable  the,  to  pay  for  work  done  under 

actofiVlarch3,1857 3407 

Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  bill  (S.  No. 

43)  relating  to  the  office  of. 134, 

553,  606,  669,  1082,  1331,  2392 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

.  Mr.  Collamer 607 

Mr.  Conness 2395 

Mr.  Foot 606,  607,  608,  669, 

1032,  1331,  1332,  1333,  2392,  2393,  2394 

Mr.Grimps...... 1332 

Mr.  Hendricks 607,  608,  1332,  1333 

Mr.  Howrad 2394 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 1333,  2392,2395 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 1331,  2393,  2394 

Mr.  Pomeroy 608 

Committees,  standing .» 15, 

.      47,  76,  101,  '153,  198,  460,  480,  481,  553, 
581,  2324,  2351,  2384,  2664,  3388,  3444 
select — 

to  waiton  the  President 3 

on  the  conditctand  expenses  of  the  war,  173, 
^  262,  275,  288 

on  slavery  and  freedmcn 174,  197 

on  naval  supplies 134,  320,  360 

to  examine  into  the  present  mode  of  lighting, 
heating,  and  ventilating  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber and  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  2171,2207 

of  conference — 
on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  122)  to  increase  the 

internal  revenue .•. 699 

719,  786,  814,  900,  908,  921 

on  the  bill  (S.  No.  36)  to  amend  an  act  for 

enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces, 

672,  723,  744 

•     on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  26)  reviving  the  grade 

of  Lieutenant  General  in  the  United  States 

Army 815,  824,  874 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  156)  to  supply  defi- 
ciencies in  the'appropriations  for  the  fiscal 

yearending  June  30,  1864 990,  1001 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  34)  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Academy  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of 

June,  1865 1210,  1228 

on  the  bill  (PI.  R.  No.  302)  to  amend  sec- 
tion nine  of  tlie  act  approved  July  17, 
1862,  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 

certain  oflicers  of  the  Army 1345,  1361 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  15)  to  provide  a  tem- 
porary government  for  the  Territory  of 
Montana,  1582, 1403, 1639,1694, 1704, 1846 
on  the  bill  (S.  No.  76)  relatitig  to  appoint- 
ments ill  the  naval  service,  and  courts- 
martial 1772,  1802 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  370)  to   appoint  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  Navy. ..1772,  1802,  2223 
on  the  bill   (H.  R.  No.  308)  to  establish  a 

Bureau  of  Military  Justice 1865 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  198)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Army  for 
the  year  ending  the  30Lh   of  June,  1865, 
2050,  2082,  2351,  2372,  2484,  2521 
on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  151)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  naval  service  for  the  year 

ending  the  30th  June,  1865 2082,  2117 

on  the  bill  (No.  40)  making  appropriations 
for  the  consular  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  Goveinmonl  for  the  year  ending 

•June  30,  1865 ; .• 2218, 

2279,  2346,  2542,  2786,  2818 
on  the  bill  (No.  381)  to  amend  an  act  mak- 
ing a  grant  of  huul  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  in 
aTlnrnaie  sections,  to  aid  in  the  constMJCtion 
of  certain  railroads  in  the  said  State. ...2384 
on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  192)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  expenses   of  the  Government  for 

the  year  ending  30tli  June,  1865 2484, 

2587,  2622,  3039 
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of  conference — 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  426)  to  create  an  addi- 
tional supervising  inspector  of  steamboats 
and  two  local  inspectors  of  steamboats  for 
the  collection  districtof  Memphis, Tennes- 
see, and  two  local  inspectors  for  the  col- 
lection district  of  Oregon 2484,  2625 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  395)  to  provide  a  na- 
tional currency,  secured  by  a  pledge  of 
United  States  bonds,  and  to  provide  for 
the  circulation  and  redemption    thereof, 
2458,  2621 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rhoda  Wolcott, 

2696 

on  the  bill  (S.  No.  145)  to  equalize  the  pay 

of  soldiers  in  the  United    States  Army, 

2894,  2926,  2963 

on  the  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  55)  grant- 
ing certain  privileges  to  the  city  of  Des 
Moines,  in  the  State  of  Iowa. ..3004,  3014 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  450)  to  provide  for 
the  repair  and  preservation  of  certain  pub- 
lic worksof  the  United  States. ..3004,  3014 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  405)  to  provide  in- 
ternal revenue  to  support  the  Government, 
to  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt 3039 

on  the  bill  (S.  No.  206)  to  prevent  smug- 
gling, and  for  otherpurposes 3077 

on  the  bill  (S.  No.  54)  to  incorporate  the 
Metropolitan  B,ailroad  Company  in  the 
Districtof  Co4umbia 3099,  3116 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  495)  to  amend  the 
charter  of  the  Washington  and  George- 
town Railroad  Company 3190 

on  the  bill  (S.  No.  138)  to  regulate  proceed- 
ings in  cases  between  landlord  eaid  tenant 

in  the  Districtof  Columbia 3169, 

3224,  3495,  3497 

on  the  bill  (S.  No.  190)  to  establish  a  navy- 
yard  and  depot  at  Cairo,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois 3287 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  494)  to  increase  duties 
on  imports 3303,  3323 

on  the  bill  (S.  No.  154)  to  provide  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  quartermaster's 
department 3350,  3407 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  483)  granting  lands 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and 
telegraph  line  from  Lake  Superior  to  Puget 
sound,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  by  the  north- 
ern route 3360 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  438)  to  amend  an  act 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and 
telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  river  to 
the  Pacific  ocean 3368 

on  the  bill  to  encourage  immigration. ..3368, 

3388 

on  the  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  II)  in  re- 
lation to  the  claim  of  Carmack  &  Ram- 
sey  3368,  3388,  3481,  3488 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  527)  making  appro- 
priations for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1865 3378,3387 

on  the  bill  {K.  R.  No.  207)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  construction,  preserva- 
tion, and  repairs  of  certain  fortifications 
and  other  works  of  defense  for  the  j'ear 
ending  June  30,  1865 -3407,  3408,  3409 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  406)  supplementary  to 

•     an  act  to  grant  pensions. ..3410,  3412,  3495 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  511)  to  provide  for 
the  more  speedy  punishment  of  guerril- 
las  3446,  3459,  3495 

on  the  bill  (S.  No.  246)  for  thcrelief  of  sea- 
men and  others,  not  officers,  borne  on  the 
books  of  vessels  wrecked  or  lost  in  the 
naval  service 3457,  3459 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  549)  further  to  regu- 
late and  provide  for  enrolling  and  I'.alling 
out  the  national  forces. ...3457,  3461,  3488 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  244)  to  guaranty  to 
certain  States  whose  governments  have 
been  usurped  or  overthrown  a  republican 
form  of  government 3482 

on  the  bill  (S.  No.  339)  to  rcpe«l  a  joint 
resolution  to  grant  additional  rooms  to  the 

Agricultural  Department 3482 

Commutation,  bill  (S.  No.  286)  to  prohibit  the 

discharge  of  persons  from  liability  to  military 

duty  by  reason  of  the  payment  of. 2405 

2457,  2507,  2804,  2824,  2907, 
3088,  3089,  3100,  3126,3194 


Commutation — Continued. 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  549)  further  to  regulate  and 
provide  for  the  enrolling  and  calling  out  the 

national  forces ; 3340, 3341, 

3375,  3378,  3408,  3436,  3442,  3457, 
3461,  3484,  3488,  3497,  3544,  3547 
Compensation,  bill  (S.  No.  66)  to  increase  the, 
ofinspectors  of  customs  in  certain  ports. .262, 
361,  1919,  1933,  1945,  2015 
bill  (S.  No.  87)  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  services  of  George 
Morell  in  adjusting  titles  to  land  in  Michi- 
gan  435,  1227 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  35)  to  compensate  the 
sailors  on  the  gunboat  Baron  de  Kalb  for  loss 

of  clothing 1174, 

1454,  1613,  2696,  2727,  2842 
bill  (S.  No.   199)   relating  to  the,  of  pension 

agents 1310, 

1344,  2139,  2552,  3303,  3226,  3444 
bill  (S.  No.  273)  to  compensate  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  iron-clad  gunboat  Essex  for  the 
destruction  of  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas. ..2217, 
3160,  3415,  3444,  3483 
bill  (S.  No.  312)  to  regulate  the,  of  registers 
and  receivers  of  the  land  offices  in  the  State 
of  Iowa,  in  the  location  of  lands  by  States 
and' corporations    under  grants  from  Con- 
gress  3062,  3099,3415,  3444,  3483 

joint  resolution  (No.  121)  granting  additional, 
to  the  employes  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress  , 3544,  3546 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  79)  to  increase  the,  of 

matrons  in  the  hospitals 3546 

Conduct  and  expenditures  of  the  war,  select  com- 
mittee on  the 288,  319 

instructions  to  the 319, 

435,  900,  1662,  2218,  3357 

reports  from  the 1523,  1743,  2117,  2171 

discharged  from  subjects 3410 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  37)  for  the  payment  of 
the  expenses  incurred  by  the  jointcommittee 

on  the 1249,  2274,  2300,  2324,  2372 

Confisctition,  bill  (S  No.  46)  to  remove  doubts  on 
the  construction  of  the  joint  resolution  ex- 
planatory of  an  act  to  suppress  insurrection, 
to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to  seize  and 

confiscate  the  property  of  rebels 145,  693 

joint  resolution  (FI.  R.  No.  18)  to  amend  a 
joint  resolution  explanatory  of  an  act  to  sup- 
press insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and  re- 
bellion, to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property 

of  rebels .". 521,  524,  693 

Congressional  Globe:  bill  (H.  R.  No.  421)  to  pay, 
in  part,  for  publishing  the  debates  of  Con- 
gress  ..2299,  2300,  2484, 

2588,  2784,  2844,  3442,  3456,  3445 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 24S4, 

2485,  2486,  2588,  2589,  2784,  2785, 
2786,  2844,  2845,  3442,  3456,  3646 

Mr.  Carlile 3545 

Mr.  Collamer 2485,  2486,  2588,  2786 

Mr.  Conness 2588,  2784 

Mr.  Cowan 3442 

Mr.  Davis 3442 

Mr.  Doolittle 3545 

.  Mr.  Fessenden 2589, 

2784,  2785,  2786,  2845 

Mr.  Hale ' 2588,  2589,  3455,  3545 

Mr.  Harlan 3546 

Mr.  Hendricks 3545,  3546 

Mr.  Johnson.... 2589,  2784,  2785,  2786 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 3545 

Mr.  Morrill 3545 

Mr.  Powell 2589,  2785,  3545 

Mr.  Sherman 2485, 

2786,2845,3442,3545,3546 

Mr.  Sumner.. 2784,2786,  3545,  3546 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 2784 

Mr.  Trumbull 2786,  3545 

Mr.  Wade 2485,  3456 

Mr.  Wilson 2784,  2786 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3546 

Conness,  John,  a  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia  10,  47,  48,  93,  108, 

153, 219,  262,  288,  360,  420,  480,  494,  539, 
543,581,-582,  583,  585,  594,  631,  726,  727. 
756,  765,786,  815,  841,  668,  887,  895.  960, 
1000,  1002,  1031,  1108,  1130,  1138,  1157, 
1257,  1360,  1361,  1386,  1416,  1417,  1434, 
1608,  10G9,  1685,  1840,  1664,  1900,  1945, 
1946,  1947,  1990,  2014,  2015,  2022,  20S7, 
2247,  2281,  2299,  2300,  2301,  2321,  2344, 
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tinued. 

2347,  2372,  2384,  2392,  2395,  2405,  2416, 
2417,  2424,  2459,  2486,  2512,  2587,  2622, 
2664,  2752,  2777,  2782,  2820,  2877,  2894, 
2921,  3129,  3137,  3188,  3222,  3223,  3286, 
3287,  3338,  3358,  3359,  3360,  3385,  3388, 
3416,  3455.  3456,  3460,  3483,  3484,  3488, 
3491,  3496,  3498,  3499,  3502,  3539,  3544 

credeiiiinU  of,  presented 1 

resolutions  by .....10,  219,  2372 

remarlcs  on  tiio  conscription  bill 124,  162, 

200,201,202,  205,  206,  208,  221,  222,  227, 
230,  240,  242,  243,  247,  250,  251,  252,  724 
remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  naval  sup- 
plies  135,  136,  137,  138 

remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill 361, 

1178,  1180,  1181,  1184 
remarks  on  the  bill  amcijdatory  of  tlio  home- 
stead law 388,  389 

remarks  on  tlie  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers  482, 

483,  566,   632,  C33,  634,  638,  639,  640, 
705,770,2284,2287,2288,2301,2304,2305 

remarks  on  an  emancipation  petition ..538 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 594,  791,  792,  795,  797 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 619, 

621,  622 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Albert 

Brown 697,698 

remarks  on  the  admission  of  Nevada 788 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  fugitive  slave 

law 864,  1710,  1715,  1754,  1782 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 883 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 901, 

902,  904,  905,  906,  907 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill  ...1056, 

1057,  1086,  1088,  1089,  1090,  1091 

remarks  on  consular  and  diplomatic  bill. ..1113 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  California  land 

titles ..1130,  1311,  1312,  1313,  2653 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  theiVlasonic 

Hall  Association 1138 

remarks  on  tllte  bill  concerning  Indian  affairs  in 

California 1184,  1209 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  transfers  from  the 
Army  to  the  Navy.. ..1435,  1436,  1437,  1520 
remark.s  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ..1528, 
1561,  1562,  1572,  1573,  1574,  1610,  1611 
remarks  on  Fort  Pillow  massacre. ...1663, 1664 
remarks  on  the  organization  of  JVIontana,  1639, 

1804 

remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill. ..1707 

remaikson  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  1806, 

'  1807, 1808, 1809, 1810, 1811, 1812, 2851, 2852 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1900, 

2022,  2124,  2125,  2127 
remarks  on  the  temporary  jjicroase  of  import 

duties 1921,  1922,  1929,  1931,  1932, 1933 

remarks  on  the  San  Ramon  land  grant...  1987, 

1988 
remarks  on  tlie  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2026,  2028,  2054 

remarks  relating  to  the  reporting  of  absentees, 

2089 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  buildings  for  the 

'  mint  at  San  Francisco... 2171,  2307 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the 

Navajo  Indian  captives 2173 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  the  military 

position  of  General  Blair 2276,  2278 

rcfliiarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill. ..2279,  2352, 

2354,  2355,  235G,  2357,  2358,  2384, 

2397,  2.398,  2399,  2400,  2401,  2402, 

2404,  2417,  2419,  2422,  2423,  2424 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  A. 

Baker 2282,2283 

remarks  on   the  bill  fuoviding  mail  si'rvicc  to 

Brazil 2373,  2374,  2375,  2435 

remarks  on  the  credentials  of  the  Senators  from 

Arkansas 2.392,24,59,  33C3 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..2487,  2488, 
2489,  2490,  2492,  2498,  2501,  2515,  2551, 
2554,  2555,  2556,  25.57,2558,  2559,  2560, 
2568,2574,  2.575,  2595,2629,  2657,  26G1, 
2099,  2700,  2740,  2757,  2760,  2761,  2763 
remarka  on  ihe-bill  concerning  land  claims  in 

California 2552,  2553,  2.554, 

2S43,  2844.  2867,  2868,  2922,  29C2,  3087 
remarks  on  the  -1)111  to  provide  for  the  continued 

publication  of  the  debates 2588,  2784 

remarks  on  the  college  rancho  bill 2651, 

26.52,  2778,  2779,  2780,  2781 
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tinued. 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  certain  private 

land  claims  in  New  Mexico 2796,2797 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2305,2806, 

2807,  3808,  2824,  2831,  2832, 

3094,3095,3096,  3097,3102 

remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas 2895,  2896,  2906 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 2525,  2526 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 

Bureau 2931, 

2970,  3304,  3305,  3327,  3335,  3336,  3337 
remarks  on  the  Wisconsin  military  road  bill, 

2965 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3005, 

3006,  3010,  3014,  3046,  3049,  3050 

remarlcs  on  the  Overland  Mail  Company  bill, 

3014,  3063,  3064,  3065 

remarks  on  the  inter-contiiicntal  telegraph  bill, 

3068,  3069,  3070,  3071,  3072,  3073, 

3074,  3076,  3119,  3123,  3125,  3409 

remarks  on  the  suppression  of  the  Cincinnati 

Enquirer 3188, 3375, 3376,  3378 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ..3228, 

3259,  3263,  3264 

remarks  on  the   bill  to  establish  salaries  for 

postmasters 3252,  3253 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  483), 

3290,  3291 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  guer- 
rillas  .3417,  3418,  3482 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill. ..3385, 

■3485,3486,3487,3488,3490 

remarlcs  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Carmack 

&  Ramsey - 3494 

remarks  on  final  adjournment 3503,3504, 

3506,  3507,  3508,  3509,  3510,  3512,  3513 
Conscription,  bill  (S.  No.  286)  to  prohibit  the  dis- 
charge of  persons  from  liability  to  perform 
military  duty  by  reason  of  the  payment  of 

money 2405,  2457,  2567,  2804, 

2824,  2907,  3088,  3089,  3100,  3126,  3194 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brown. ..2805,  2306,  2808,  2824, 2825, 
2832,  3088,  3089,  3090,  3092,  3093,  3194 

Mr.  Buckalcw 3093,  3207 

Mr.  Chandler 3088, 

3101,  3102,  3194,  3195,  3196,  3197 
.  Mr.  Collamer,  2805, 2808, 2824, 3091, 3094, 

3096,  3103,  3194,  3195,  3196,  3197,  3198 
Mr.  Conness,  2805, 2806,  2807,  2808,  2824, 

2831,  2832,  3094,  3095,  3096,  3097,  3102 

Mr.  Cowan 3102 

Mr.  Davis. ...2805,  3099,  3195,  3199,  3201 

Mr.  Doolittle 2830,  3090,  3091,3093 

Mr.  Foot 3100,  3205,  3206 

Mr.  Foster 2807 

Mr.  Grimes,  2805,  2807,  2832,3092,3094, 

3096, '3097,  3101,  3102,  3103,  3195,  3206 

Mr.  Hale 3088 

Mr.  Harris 3091,  3196 

Mr.  Flendricks 2807,  2825, 

2828, 2829, 2830,  2907,  3091,  3093,  3094, 

3098,  3099,  3100,  3101,  3102,  3200,  3202 
Mr.  Howard 3092, 

3194,  3197,  3199,  3200,  3203,  3204,  3206 

Mr.  Howe 2833, 

3092,  3093,  3096,  3098,  3199,  3204 
Mr.  Johnson 2804, 

2805,  2808,  2824,  2832,  2833, 3088,  3091, 

3092,  3094,  3101,  3102,  3103,  3195,  3196 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 2808, 

2827,  2828,  2829,  2830,  2832,  3097,  3101 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas .3091,  3093,  3204 

Mr.  McDougall....2831,  2832,  3092,  3095, 

3097,  3100,  3101,  3103,  3202,  3204,  3205 
Mr.  Morgan 3126, 

3194,  3195,  3203,  3204,  3207 

Mr.Nesmith 2826 

Mr.  Pomcroy 2833,  3202 

Mr.  Powell. 3194 

Mr.  Richardson 2828,  2832, 

3091,  3093,  3097,  3201,  3202,  3203,3204 

Mr.  Saulsbury 3088, 

3089,  3090,  3194,  3197,  3204,  3206 
Mr.  Sherman 2807,  2831,  28.32, 

3097,  .3098,  3102,  3198,  3202,  3204,  3206 

Mr.  Sprague >. 3195, 

3196,  3197,  3158,  3204,  3205 

Mr.  Sumner 2567,  3102,  3103 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 2833,  3098,  3099,  3100 

Mr.  Trumbull 2907,  .3098 

Mr.  Wade 2807,  3195,  3196,  3197 


Conscription,  bill  (S.  No.  286)  to  prohibit  the 
discharge   of  persons  from   liability  to  per- 
form military  duty  by  reason  of  the  pay- 
ment of  money — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Wilkinson 2833,  3093 

Mr.  Wilson 2804, 

2805,  2806,  2807,  2808,  2824,  2825, 2832, 
2833,  2907, 3088,  3090,  3091,  3092,  3093, 
3094,  3095, 3096,  3097,  3098,  3099,  3100, 
3101,  3102,  3194,  3197,  3204,  3206,  3207 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2832,  3094, 

3098,3101,  3102,  3194,  3195, 

•  '  3196,  3198,  3202,  3205,  3207 

bill  (H.   R.  No.  549)  further  to  regulate  and 

provide  for  the  enrolling  and  calling  out  the 

national  forces 3340,  3341, 

3375,  3378,  3408,  3436,  3442,  3457, 
3461,  3484,  3488,  3497,  3544,  3547 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 3387,  3487,  34S8 

Mr.  Brown. ,.3381,  3383,  3384,  3387,  3461 

Mr.  Buckalew 3379,  3380 

Mr.  Carlile...3380,  3381,  3486,  3487,  3488 

Mr.  Chandler 3378 

Mr.  Clark ^ 3387 

Mr.  Conness '^ 3385, 

3485,  3486,  3487,  3488,  3490 

Mr.  Davis 3489 

Mr.  Doolittle .'..3487 

Mr.  Fessenden 3379,  3381 

Mr.  Foster... 3379,  3380,3488,  3489 

Mr.  Giimes 3380, 

3383,  3384,  3386,  3387,  3408,  3461 

Mr.  Henderson 3487,3488 

Mr.  Plendiicks 3379, 

3380,  3381,  3383,  3386,  3387,  3461, 
3484,  3485,  3487,  3438,  3490,  3491 

Mr.  Howe 3379,  3380,  3381,  3387 

Mr.  Johnson 3484,  3485 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 3436,  3486 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  3485,. 3486, 3487,3491 

Mr.  McDougall 3385,  3486,  3485,  3488 

Mr.  Morrill.". 3486 

Ml-.  Pomeroy .". 3387 

Mr.  Powell 3385,  3387,  3487 

Mr.  Sherman 3379,3383, 

3386,  3337,  3485,  3486,  3487,  3488,  3489 

Mr.  Sprague 3384,  3387 

Mr.  Sumner •. 3489 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 3384,  3387 

Mr.  Trumbull 3380,  3381,  3461,  .3485 

Mr.  Wade '. 3387 

Mr.  Wilkinson * 3488 

Mr.  Wilson 3375, 

3378,  3379,  3380,  3381,3383,3384,3387, 
3461,  3484,  3485,  3487,  3488,  3489,  3491 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3387, 

3485,  3488,  3489,  3491 
Conspiracies,  bill  (S.  No.  13)  to  amend  an  act 
to  define  and  punish  certain,  passed  July  31, 
1861;  as  also  the  twenty-fourth  section  of  an 
act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national 
forces,  and  for  otherpurposes, passed  M;uch 

3,  1863 24,  3339 

Constitution  of  the  United  States,  joint  resolu- 
tion (S.  No.  16)  proposin'g  amendments  to 

the 145, 

.553,  694,  921,  1130,  1283,  1313,  1346, 
1364,  1405,  1419,  1437,  1448,  1456,  1479 
(See  A]5pc'ndix.) 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  24)  to  provide  foi- sub- 
mitting to  the  several  States  an  amendment 

of  the .521,  .5.53 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  25)  repealing  a  joint 

resolution  to  amend  the 522,  2218 

joint  resolution  (S.  N9.  26)  proposing  certain 

amendments  to  the 538,  3339 

Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate,  the  Com- 
mittee to  Audit  and  Control  the 16,  3444 

instructions  to 631,  1743 

reports  from 253 

Contractors,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  50)  for  the 
relief  of  the,  for  the  machinery  of  the  side- 
wheel  gunboats  known  as  double-endeis, 
2081,2221,2653,3170 
Convention,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  341)  to  carry  into 
(;ifcct  the,  v/ith  Ecuador  for  the  mutual  ad- 
justment of  claims 1154, 

1162,  1228,  1258,  1274,  1345 
bill  (S.  No.  335)  to  carry  into  effect  a,  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  Colombia 3289, 

3303,  3326,  3444 
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Convicts,  bill  (S.  No.  172)  concerning  the  dispo- 
sition of,  in  the  courts  of  the.  United  States, 
for  the  subsisting  of  persons  confined  in  jails 
charged  with  violating  the  laws  of  the  United 
S'tates,  and  for  diminfshing  the  expenses  in 

relation  thereto 1130, 

1G60,  1684,  2207,  2239,  2299 
Corporations,  bill  providing  for  the  formation  of, 
and  regulating  the  same  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia  1310,  1703 

Correction  of  the  Journal 434,  83G 

Court,  bill  (S.  No.  20)  for  the  relief  of  justices  of 
the  Supreme,  of  the  United  States  in  cases 

therein  described 42,319,  141G 

bill  (S.  No.  55)  in  relation  to  the  circuit,  in  and 

for  the  district  of  Wisconsin 173,  586, 

670,  2778,  2782,  2823,  3004, 
3014,  3192,  3224,  32G6,  33G0 
'  bill  (S.  No.  100)  authorizing  the  holding  of  a 
special  session  of  the  United  States  district, 
for  the  district  of  Indiana. ..521,  553,  606,  643 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  39)  relating  to  the  pub- 
lication of  Decisions  of  the  Supreme,  of  the 
United  States  for  December  term,  1863,  1416, 
1744,  1722,  1842 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  306)  to  amend  an  act  prescrib- 
ing the  times  and  places  for  holding  terms  of 
the  circuit,  for  the  districts  of  Iowa,  Minne- 
sota, and  Kansas 1258,  1274,  1608 

bill  to  apportion  the  expenses  of  the  levy ,  in  the 

county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 

liimbia,  upon  the  basis  of  population.. ..387, 

460,  720,  960,  982,  1000 

bill  for  the  proper  organization  of  the  levy,  of 

the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 

Columbia 643,  2921,  3138,  3192,  3289 

bill  to  amend  an  act  to  define  the  powers  and 

duties  of  the  levy 1207,1703 

Courts,  bill  (S.  No.  51)  amendatory  of  and  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  to  provide  circuit,  for 
the  districts  of  California  and  Oregon — 153, 
460,  581,  699,  723,  769 
bill  (H.  R.No,  65)  to  change  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  and  district,  of  the   United 
States  for  the  district  of  West  Tennessee,  163, 
164,  319,  331,  460 
bill  (S.  No.  88)  regulating  proceedings  in  crim- 
inal cases 435,  G93,  1130,  2198 

bill  (S.  No.  89)  in  relation  to  proceedings  in 

the 435,693 

bill  (S.  No.  127)  to  authorize  the  transfer  of 
indictments  from  the  district  to  the  circuit, 

744,  1607 

■     bill  to  secure  equality  before  the  law  in  the,  522 

bill  (S.  No.  222)  extending  the  jurisdiction  of 

district ..14'77,  1771,2622 

bill  (No.  32)  to  regulate  the  sessions  of  the  cir- 
cuit and  district,  for  the  northern  district  of 

New  York 2274, 

2279,  2324,  3501,  3543,  3544,  3547 

bill  (S.  No.  304)  in  relation  to  the  circuit,  2866 

Court-house — see  Public  Buildings. 

Court  of  Claims,  papers  referred  to  the,  864, 1082 

bill  (S.  No.  276)  concerning  the  jurisdiction  of 

the 2274,2622 

bill  (No.  305)  to  restrict  the  jurisdiction  of  the, 
and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  de- 
mands for  quartermaster's  stores  and  subsist- 
ence supplies  furnished  to  the  Army  of  the 

United  States 2778, 

2781,  3188,  3418,  3499,  3513,  3544,  3547 
Cowan,  Edgar,  a  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
41,  55,  75,  93,  144,  151,  197,  262,  273, 
420,  434,  459, 480, 519, 521,  643,  895,  920, 
981,  1081,  1107,  1309,  1331,  1421,  1522, 
15.58,  1607,  1635,  1690,  1706,  1743,  2050, 
2139,  2140,  2171,  2197,  2238,  2239,  2324, 
2343,  2484,  2652,  2854,  3102,  3173,  3188, 
3189,  3285,  .3286,  3292,  3326,  3350,  3358, 
3369,  3375,  3¥)7,  3442,  3444,  3445,  3543 

remarks  on  the  soldiers'  bounty  bill 61,  63 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 79 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 119,  120, 

122,  123,  143,  156,  157,  200,  203,  204, 
222,  224,  225,  226,  228,  231,  255,  256 

remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill 445 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  equalize'  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers  483,  6.34,  635,  637,  641,  642 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 489, 

491,  903,  904,  906 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  membcr.s  horn 

acting  as  counsel 561,  562 

remarks  on  appointing  a  warden  to  the  District 
jail 729,730 


Cowan,  Edgar,  a  Senator  from  Pennsylvania — 
Continued. 
remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculations  in 
gold,  1640,  1642, 1643, 1646,  1649, 1650, 1667 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1869, 

1955,  1990,  2182,  2203,  2204,  2205 
remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1933 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  certain  assay 

offices 1951 

remarks  on  San  Ramon  land  grant,  1987,  1988 

remarks  on  District  registration  bill,  2140, 2141, 

2239,  2240,  224i,  2242,  2244,  2247,  2248 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fitzgerald 

&  Ball 2226,  2227 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  abridge  over  the 

Ohio 2344,  2345,  2346 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  goods  in  ware- 
house  2347 

remarks  on  revenue  bill,  (No.  405) 2496, 

2500,  2594,  2595,  2626,  2671, 
2714,  2715,  2733,  2757,  2764 
remarks  on  the  bill  relative  to  voting  in  Wash- 
ington  .'.....2544,  2545 

remarks  on  thetariff  bill 3042 

remarks  on  the  inter-continental  telegraph  bill, 

3075 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  Pennsylvania 

war  claims 3219, 

3370,  3373,  3374,  3407,  3408,  3437, 
3438,3439,3440,3441,  3442,  3443 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3225 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Preedmen's 

Bureau 3301,  3302,  3306,  3307,  .3308 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  representation,  3365 
remarks  on  the  suppression  of  the  Cincinnati 

Enquirer 3376 

remarks  on  agovernment.for  the  seceded  States, 

3407 

remarks  on  final  adjournment,  3509,3510,3511 

Crary,  Archibald,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of. 3481,  3492,  3547 

Crimes-,  bill  (S.  No.  230)  to  prevent  the  assem- 
bling of  and  trial  by  courts-martial  of  cap- 
ital or  otherwise  infamous,  not  arising  in  the 
land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  or 
in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of 

war  or  public  danger 1559,  1743 

Criminal  cases,  bill  regulating  proceedings  in,  435, 

693,  1130,  2198 

Cross,  Alexander,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 756, 

2510,  3190,  3410,  3444,  3514 
Currency,  bill  (S.  No.  224)  to  provide  a  national, 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks, 
and  to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemp- 
tion thereof. 1477 

bill  (No.  395)  to  provide  a  national,  secured  by 
a  pledge  of  United  States  bonds,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  circulation  and  redemption  there- 
of.  1694,  1771,  1865, 

1889,-1933,  1952,  1989,  2019,  2121,  2142, 
2174,  2199,  2458,  2621,  2651,  2664,  2727 
.    remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 1891,  2204,  2621,  2651 

Mr.Buckalew 1865, 

2121,  2122,  2124,  2206 

Mr.  Chandler 1871,  1872,  1873, 

1889,  1891,  1892,  1954, 1959,  1989,  2021, 
2022,  2121,  2128,  2131,  2132,  2143,  2144, 
2145,  2146,  2180,  2181,  2183,  2184,  2202 

Mr.  Clark 1953,  1954,  1955 

Mr.  Collamer 1866, 

1867,  1869,  1875,  1890,  1891,  1896, 1899, 
1900,  1953,  2021,  2121, 2125, 2142,  2143, 
2148,  2149,  2155,  2178,2179,2182,2183, 
2184,  2185,  2199,  2200,  2201,  2202,  2621 

Mr.  Conness,  1900,  2022,  2124,2125,2127 

Mr.  Cowan 1869, 

1955,  1990,  2182,  2203,  2204,  2205 

Mr.  Davis 2019,  2020,  2021,  2022 

Mr.  DoolitLle,  2019, 2121,  2125, 2126, 2127, 

2145,  2146,  2147,  2148,  2149,  2155,  2174, 

2175,  2176,  2177,  2179,  2180,  2181,  2206 

Mr.  Fessenden 1865, 

1868,  1869,  1870,  1871, 1872, 1873,  1874, 
1891,  1894,  1895,  1896, 1897, 1953, 1959, 
1989,  2122,  2123,  2126,  2127,  2130,  2131, 

.   2132,  2146,  2147,  2181,  2182,  2185,  2202 

Mr.  Grimes , , 1865, 

1866,  1867,  1868,  1869,  1870,  1874, 
2020,-2121,  2122,  2123,  2124,  2125,  2126, 
2127,  2144,  2145,  2181,  2182,  2200,  2206 

Mr.  Hale 1866,  1958,  2143,  2176,  2622 

Mr.IIarns :..2147 


Currency,  bill  (No.  395)  to  provide  a  national, 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  the  United  States 
bonds,  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation  and 
redemption  thereof — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Henderson 1866,  1867, 

1868,  1869,  1870, 1871,  1874,  1891, 
1989,  1990,  2123,  2125,  2126,  2127, 
2128,  2143,  2144,  2145,  2146,  2147, 
2149,2180,2184,2185,  2205,  2206 

Mr.  Hendricks 1956,  1958,  1959 

Mr.  Howard 1865,  1866, 

1872,  1898,  1900,  1957,  1958,  1959,  2143 

Mr.  Howe 1889,  1898,  2180 

Mr.  Johnson 1892,  1894,  1955, 

1956,  1958,  1989,  2021,  2122,  2123, 
2125,  2126,  2132,  2145,  2146,  2147, 
2148,  2155,  2174,  2178,  2179,  2180, 
2181,  2182,  2184,  2201,  2203,  2206 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 1954, 

1955,  1989,  1990,  2126,  2180,  2202,  2206 

Mr.  McDougall 1870,  1871 

Mr.  Morgan 2122,  2180,  2181 

Mr.  Pomeroy 1865, 

1870,  1871,  1889,  1897,  1898,  1900, 
1953,  1955,  2123,  2125,  2143,  2145,  2146 

Mr.  Powell 2127,  2142, 

2146,  2174,  2180,  2202,  2203,  2206,  2207 

Mr.  Saulsbury 2206 

Mr.  Sherman 1771, 

1865,  1866,  1867,  1868,  1869,  1870, 

1871,  1873,  1874,  1896,  1897,  1898, 
1899,  1900,  1933,  1952, 1953, 1954, 1958, 
1959,  1989,  1990,  2020,  2021,  2122,  2123, 
2124,  2125,  2126,  2127,  2142,  2143,  2144, 
2145,  2146,  2149,  2174, 2175, 2180,  2181, 

2182,  2183,  2184,  2185,  2200,  2201,  2202, 
2203,  2204,  2205,  2206,  2458,  2621,  2622 

Mr.  Sprague 1891,  2202,  2206 

Mr.  Sumner,  1867, 1873,  1893,  1894,  1895, 

1896,  1897,  1900,  19.55, 1956, 1953,  2124, 

2127,  2128,  2130,  2131,  2132,  2142,  2149 

Mr.  Trumbull 2123, 

2124,  2126,  2127,  2174,  2458 

Mr.  Wilkinson 1900 

Mr.  Wilson 1869, 1870,  1891,  1900, 

1990,  2128,  2146,  2147,  2180,  2181,  2207 
yeas  and  nays  on  the 1870,  1957, 

1959,  2123,  2142,  2143,  2145,  2174,  2180, 

2183,  2200,  2202,  2203,  2204,  2205,  2206 
Curtis,  Charles  P.,  resolution  referring  the  claim 

of,  to  the  Court  of  Claims 2274 

D. 

Dakota,  the  Territory  of,  bill  (S.  No.  16)  to  es- 
tablish a  post  route  from  IVlankato,  in  Min- 
nesota, to  the  Winnebago  agency,  on  the 

Missouri  river,  in 37 

(See  Public  Lands.) 
Darling,  Ezekiel,bill  granting  pension  to. ..3481, 

3492 

Davis,      Garrett,      a      Senator      from       Ken- 

tygjjy _ 9   43   47  55 

62,'96"li87253"289,"539","585,  586,  696! 
698,  788,  797,  868,  886;  936,  937,  1082, 
1155,  1311,  1331,  1346,  1453,  1454,  1477, 
1558,  1559,  1607,  1635,  1636,  1661,  1685, 
1743,  1990,  2015,  2017,  2082,  2121,  2199, 
2301,  2435,  2457,  2458,  2486,  2511,  2551, 
2552,  2586,  2601,  2(27,  2770,  2780,  2319, 
2820,  2842,  2843,  2921,  2923,  2963,  3100, 
3222,  3223,  3224,  3232,  3338,  3340,  3359, 
3369,  3412,  3442,  3444,  3445,  3446,  3503 

resolutions  by 9,  96, 

'  118,  936,  1082,  1155,  2218,  2586,  3338 
remarks  on  the  credentials  of  the  West  Vir- 
ginia Senators 1,  2,  3 

remarks  on  the  exchange  of  prisoners 9, 

24,28,30,32 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  military  inter- 
ference in  elections 102,  104,  1250 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 120, 

123, 124, 125,  127,  139,  200,  208,  209,  230. 
231,  242,  243,  246,  247,  746,  753,  754,  7.55 
remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  naval  sup- 
plies  136,  137 

remarks  on  Mr.  Wilson's  rcsoluiion 139, 

144,146,147,  174,  175,  176,  178,  179,  181, 

183,  184,  254,  319,  343,  344,  364,  390,  418 

remarks  on  the  memorial  relating  to  the  claims 

of  citizens  of  Kentucky 520 

remarks  on  the  pi'y  of  colored  troops 675, 

677,   699,   702,   704,  705,  770, 
990.,  1002, 1029, 10.30, 2088, 2301 
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Davis,  Garrett,  a  Senator  from  Kentucky — Con- 
tinued. 
remarks   on   the  amendment  of  the   Consti- 
tution  921,  1324,  1346, 

1370,  1421,  1424,  1425,  1445,  1447,  1489 
(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on   the   repeal  of  the  fugitive* slave 

law...9Gl,  1000,  1001,  1175,  1711,  1712,1715 

remarks  on  tlie  Military  Academy  bill. ..1066, 

1083.  1089,  1090 

remarks  on  consular  and  diplomatic  bill,  1111, 

1112,  1113 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Masonic 

n.nll  Association 1138,  1139 

remarks  on  the  Metropolitan  railroad  bill,  IKJl 

remarks  on  bill  to  promote  enlistments...  1203, 

1210,  1212,  1213 

remarks  on  arrest  of  William  Yocum  ....1454, 

1455 

remarks  on  the  navnl  appropriation  bill. ..1525, 

1526,  1528,  1529,  1530,  1576 

remarks  on  the  Army  ap[)ropriation  bill,  1806, 

1807,  1808 
remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1928,  1929 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  State 

of  Wisconsin 2017,  2121,  2753 

remarks  on  currency  bill ,  2019, 2020, 2021 ,  2022 
remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

.bill 2028,2029 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  a  consti- 
tutional quorum 2017, 

2051,  2052,  2082  2085,  20SG,  2087 
remarks  on  tin;  inquiry  relating  to  the  military 

pesition  of  General  Blair 2218, 

2275,  2276,  2277 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 2380, 

2382,  2383,  2417,  2422 
remarks  relating  to  naval  su])plius...241G,  2417 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2438, 

2440,  2445,  2487,  2488,  2500,  2515, 
2521,  2557,  2558,  2568,  2571,  2592, 
2593,  2596,  2599,  2603,  2631,  2633,  2634, 
2635,  2698,  2710,  2733,  2735,  27.36,  2740, 
2756,  2764,  2765,  2766,  2767,  2768  '2769 
(Sec  Appendix.) 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 

city  of  Washington 2486,  2512,  2543 

remarks  on  the  charges  against  General  Hut- 

Icr 2796 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill , 2805, 

3099,  3195,  3199,  3201 
remarks  on  the  House  bill  for  iliu  repeal  of  the 

fugitive  slave  laws 2963,  3128,  3191 

remarks  on  tiie    bill   for    the    punislini'mt   of 

guerrillas 3003,  3029,  .3030,  3418 

remarks  on  the  bill   to  establish    salaries   for 

po.tima.sters 3254 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  bail  in  certain 

cases  of  military  arrests 3293, 

3294,  3295,  3297 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freednien'.s 

Bureau 3293, 

3328,3341,  3342,  3345,  3348,  3349,  33.'')0 
remarks  on  the  East  Tennessee  railroad  bill, 

3420,  3 146 

remarks  on  Pennsylvania  warclaiins 3437, 

3438,  .3439,  3441,3443,3414 
remarks  on  the  IIoBse  cons(^rinlion  bill. ..3489 

resolution  proposing  the  expulsion  of. 139, 

144,  146,  174,  254,  319, 
834,  360,  363,  389,  418 
remarks  on  tlie,  by-^ 

Mr.  Anthony, 146,  347,»3G8,  369 

Mr.  Clark ..J39,  364,  389 

Mr.  ColUmer 181,  254 

Mr.  Davi.'^ 1.39, 

144,146,  147,174,  175,176,178.  179,181, 
183,184,254,319,343,344,364,390,418 

Mr.  Doolittk- 175,  254 

Mr.  r.;i3enden 139,  370,  371,  391,  392 

Mr.  F..aier 146,  147,  254,  390,  391 

Mr.  liiirlan J39 

Mr.  Hendricks 181 

Mr.  Howard 146, 

178,  354,  .343,  344,  349,  391,  392 

Mr.  Howe 147 

Mr.  Johnson 147,  347,  349,  350,  391 

Mr.  Lune.of  Indiana ! 3G9 

Mr.  Ijine,  of  Kansas ].1C 

Mr.  M.)rrill !j50,  363,  364,  371,  420 

Mr.  I'ow.dl 366,369 

Mr.  Saulsbury 139 

Mr.  Sherman 254 


Davis,  Grarrctt,  a  Senator  from  Kentucky,  reso- 
lution   proposing    the    expulsion    of — Con- 
tinved. 
remarks  on  the",  by — 

Mr.  Sumner 146,  174,  179,  181,  364 

Mr.  Trumbull 254,  319 

Mr.  Wilson .139, 

144,146,182,183,354,360,371,389,392 

Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  bill  to  authorize 

the  Columbia  Institution   for  the,  to  confer 

degrees 1082,  1108,  14.54,  1491,  1523 

Debates  of  Congress,  bill  (No    421)  to  pay  in 

part  forpublishing  the 2299,  2.300, 

2484,  2588,  2784,  2844,  3442,  3456,  3545 
Deficiencies,  joint  resolution  (No.  14)  to  supply 
in  part  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for 
the  public  printing,  and  to  supply,  in  the  ap- 
propriations for  bounties  and  prcMiiiums  to 

volunteers, 76,  93,  118 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  15)  amendatory  of  the 
joint  resolution  to  supply  in  part,  in  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  public  printing,  and  to 
supply  deficiencies  in  the  afipropriation  for 

bounties  tovoiunteers 145,200,  221,  238 

bill  (S.  No.  308)  repealing  so  much  of  an  act 
to  supply,  in  the  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1864,  and  for  other  ])urposes,  approved 
March  14,  1864,  as  a[)propriates  jj25,000  for 
erecting  a  naval  hospital  at  Kittery,  Maine, 
2963,  3086,  3175,  3415,  3444,  3483 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  156)  to  supply,  in  the  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year 

ending  the  30th  June,  1804 361,  539,  608, 

635,  646,  990,  1001,  1052,  1091,  1136 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 646,  647,  648 

Mr.  Chandler 651,  6.55,  657,  658 

Mr.  Clark.. 610, 611,  617,  618,  649, 650,  655 

Mr.  Collamer....; 620 

Mr.  Conness 619,  621,  622 

Mr.  Dooliitle 622,  654,  6.^)5,  656,  657 

Mr.  Fesscnden 539,  608,  609,  610,  611, 

612,  613,  614, 615, 616, 617, 619, 620,  621, 

622. 635. 646. 647,  648,  649,  650, 651, 652, 
653,  654,  655,  656,  657, 1001, 1052,  1053 

Mr.  Foot 657 

Mr.  Foster 646,  655,  657,  658 

Mr.  Grimes 610,  611, 

614. 622. 646. 648,  650,  651, 655,  657,  658 
Mr.  Hale 609, 

610,  611 ,  615, 616, 620, 652,  655,  657,  658 

Mr.  Harlan 613,614,646 

Mr.  Hendricks 621, 

646,  648,  651,  652,  655,  657,  658 

Mr.  Howard 619,  622 

Mr'.  Howe ; 610,  611,  657,  6.-)8 

Mr.  Johnson Gil,  612, 

618,619, 620, 646, 649,  650,  654, 655, 1053 

Mr.  Lrine,  of  Indiana 652,  654,  657 

Mr.  Morrill 619 

Mr.  Pomcroy 622,  657 

Mr.  Powe'l 615,  6.55 

Mr.  Sherman 610, 

612,  613,  614,  616,  617,  619,  620, 
649,  050,  654,  655,  656,  657,  6,18 

Mr.  Sumn(*i' 658 

Mr.  Trumbull 611,  616,  617,  618, 

619, 621,  622,  646,  647, 651,  6.1ft,  657, 658 

Mr.  Wilkinson 652,  653,  654 

Mr.  Wilson 612,617,  621,  657_,  658 

yeas  and  nays  on  the., 655,  656,  657,  658 

Deficiency,  bill  (H.Il.  No.  35)  to  provide  for  the, 

in   the  appropriation  for  the  pay  of  officers 

and  men  actually  employed  in  the  Western 

department  or  department  of  lVIissouri...86, 

153,219,275 

Denver,  Colorado  Territory,  bill  for  the  reli-ef  of 

the  citizans  of  the  town  of. 1000, 

1900,  2274,  2376,  2484,  2587 
Deposit, bill  in  relation  to  tln^  village  of,  in  New 

York 277S,  2781,  ;1322,  3370,  3481 

Depositors,  bill   (11.   R.   No.  553)    to  facilitntu 
the  payment  of,  at  the  assay  oflice  in  New 

York... 3224 

Deserters,  bill  (S.  No.  175)  in  relation  to,  Irom 

the    military  service  of  the  United  States, 

1130,  1207,  1219 

Desertion — ace  J\''aval  Service. 

Dcs  Moines,  joint  resolution  (No..  53)  granting 

certain  tinvilrges  to  the  city  of,  in  the  Stati? 

of  Iowa. ..1382,  1402,  l.l.lO,  2895,  29(L3,  3001 

Dickson,  John,  bill  for  the  nin  fol" 960, 

961,  1000,  1036,  1091 


Diller,  Isaac  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of... 3481, 3491 
Diman,  Henry  W. — see ^dccounts. 
Dismission   of  officers,  bill  (FI.  R.  No.  187)  to 
regulate'  the,  in  the  military  and  naval  ser- 
vice  1035,  1036,  1402 

District  of  Columbia,  the  Committee  on  the.. .16 

instructions  to 96,  435,  523,  553,  671,  837 

reports  from 253, 

262,  343,  360,  460,  539,  880,  982,  1107, 
1108,  1360,  1416,  1703,  2436,  2484,  2586, 
2587,  2777,  2921,  3116,  3292,  3337,  3412 

adverse  reports  from 1703,  2050 

discharged  from  subjects 435, 

786,  880,  1227,  2586 
bill  (S.  No.  15)  to  incorporate  the  Washington 

City  Savings  Bank 37, 

343,  727,  960,  982,  1000 
bill  (S.  No.  26)  to  provide  for  the  public  Iut- 
slruction  of  youth  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington  55, 

539,  724,  2842,  2866,  3126,  3190,  3289 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  7)  authorizing  sur- 
veys, [dans,  and  estimates  to  be  made  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  drainage  and  sew- 
erage of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  sup- 
plying the   Insane  Asylum   with   Potomac 

water 55 

bill  (S.  No.  49)  relating. to  the  admission  of 
patients  to  the    hospital   for    the   insane   in 

the 153,  262,  343,  361,  421 

bill  (S.  No.  54)  to  incorporate  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company  in  the 173, 

343,1139,  1156,3086,3099, 

3116,3326,3378,3410,3482 

bill  (S.  No.  58)  to  incof'porate  the  Columbia 

Railway  Company  in  the 197,  360 

bill  (S.  No.  77)  to  amend  an  act  incorporating 
the  Washington  Gas-Light  Co'm|iany...366, 

727,  3337 
bill  (S.  No.  79)  to  incorporate  Providence  hos- 
pital in  the  city  of  Washington .'.360, 

435,727,1454,1491,1523 

bill  (S.  No.  81)  to  appoition  the  expenses  of 

the  levy  court  of  the  county  of  Washington 

upon  the  basis  of  population 387, 

460,  720,  960,  982,  1000 
bill  (S.  No.  82)  concerning  notarii-s  public  for 

the 387,  435,  720, 1454, 1491,  1523 

bill  (S.  No.  84)  to  incorporate  the  Metropoli- 

tnu  Gas-Liglit  Company  in  the. ....388,  1227 

bill  (S.  No.  91)  to  quiet  titles  in  favor  of  i)ar- 

ties  in  actual  possession  of  lands  sitiialcd  in 

the 420,  435,  999,  3410 

bill  (S.  No.  86)  to  authorize  the  appoiiitnuMit 

of  a  warden  of  the  jail  in  the 420, 

539,  728,  787,  815,  880 

bill   (S.  No.  114)  to  amend  section  five  ol"  an 

act  to  continue,  alter,  and  amend  the  charter 

of  the  city  of  Waelungion 6.31, 

982,  1162,  2140,  2239 

bill  (S.  No.  115)  for  the  proper  organization 

of  the  levy  court  of  the  coun'ty  of  VVashiiiff- 

ton,  in  the 643,  2921,  3138,  3192,  3289 

bill  (S.  No.  126)  to  amendan  act  to  inc(n-porate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton  .'. 719",  880,  982,  14.54, 

1476,  1703,  1746,  1772,  2081,  2117,  2140 
bill  (No.  42)  to  enable  gunrdiatus  and  commit- 
tees of  lunatics,  appointetl   in    the  several 
States  and  other  countries,   to   act    within 

the 723,  727,  786,  864,  982,  1053 

bill  (No.  129)  to  amend  an  act  to  authorize  the 
corporation  of  Georgetown,  in   the,  to   lay 

and  collect  a  water  tax 744, 

880,  1683,  2318,  2378,  3062 
bill  (S.  No.  130)  for  a  charter  of  Masonic  Hall 

Association  in  Washington  city 786,  880, 

1136,  1360,  1617,  1802,  1842,  1860,  1888 

bill  (S.   No.    138)   to  regulate  [iroceedings   in 

cases   between   landlord   and    tenant  in  the, 

837,  982,  1161,  1772,  3157,  3169,3224, 

34.59,  3495,  3497,  3498,  3502,  .3544,  3546 

bill   (S.  No.   147)  to  regulate   the  fees  of  the 

clerk's  .oflice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the, 

920,  1107 
bill  (S.  No.  153)  to  provide  forthe  revision  and 

codifii-ation  of  the. laws  of  the 960,  2484 

bill  (S.  No.  ]55)to  incorporate  the  UnioiiGas- 

Light  Company  of  the 982, 

1162,  1454,  1476,  1491,  1523 

bill  (S.  No.  163)  to  authorize  the  Cohunbiu 

Institution  for  the  Deaf  and   DumI)  and  tin! 

Blind  to  confer  degree."" 1082, 

1108,  1454,  1491,  1523 
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bill  (S.  No.  167)  to  incorporate  an  insurance 
company  in  the  city  of  Wasliington...  ,1082, 

1416,  3138 

bill  (S.  No.  168)  providing  for  the  purchase  of 
a  steam  fire  engine.... 1108 

bill  (S.  No.  177)  to  authorize  the  construction 
of  a  street  railway  in  the 1154,  2050 

bill  (S.  No.  184)  to  amend  an  act  to  define  the 
powersand  dutiesofthelevy  court,  1207, 1703 

bill  (S.  No.  190)  to  enlarge  the  pov/ers  of  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  1274 

bill  (S.  No.  204)  providing  for  the  formation 
of  corporations  and  regulating  the  same  in 
the 1310,1703 

bill  (S.  No.  210)  establishing  a  port  of  entry  at 
Washington 1361 

bill  (S.  No.  211)  to  authorize  and  regulate  the 
writ  of  attachment '..... 1361 

bill  (S.  No.  220)  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  County  and  Industrial  Normal 
School ; 1477 

bill  (No.   383)   to  incorporate  the   Home   for 

Friendless  Women  and  Children,  1491, 1522, 

2050,  22.39,  2484,  2600,  2878,  2963,  3004 

bill  (S.  No.  235)  to  amend  the  statute  of  limit- 
ations now  ill  force  in  the 1636 

bill  (No.  255)  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 

Guardian  Society  of  the 1772, 

3116,  3130,  3407,  3410,  3481 

bill  (S.  No.  254)  to  provide  for  the  uniform 
draining  and  paving  of  the  streets  of  Wash- 
ington, at  the  expense  of  property  holders, 
under  the  direction  of  a  Government  engi- 
.neer ,  ......1861 

bill  (S.  No.  263)  to  grant  one  million  acres  of 
public  lands  for  the  benefit  of  public  schools 
in  the 2015 

bill  (S.  No.  271)  relating  to  civil  actions  in  the, 
2197,  2962,  3375,  3446,  3481,  3500 

bill  (S.  No.  275)  to  prohibit  cattle,  horses, 
mules,  and  other  domestic  animals  from  run- 
ning at  large 2274,  2586 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  57)  to  amend  the  char- 
ter of  the  city  of  Washington 2436, 

2457,  2486,  2511,  2542,  2587,  2622,  2651 

bill  (No.  484)  to  incorporate  the  Newsboys' 
Home 2458,  2587,  2022,  2G96 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  59)  to  provide  for  the 

revision  of  the  laws  of  the 2484, 

2588,  3063,  3077,  3087 

bill  (S.  No.  298)  to  incorporate  the  Potomac 

Ferry    Company ..2696, 

2921,  3138,  3415,  3444,  3483 

bill  (S.  No.  299)  authorizing  the  levy  court  of 
Washington  county,  in  the,  to  levy  and  col- 
lect its  portion  of  the  direct  tax  imposed  by 
the  act  of  Congress  of  August  5,  1861,  2727, 
2777,  3170,  3415,  3444,  3483 

bill  (S.  No.  300)  to  amend  an  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Washington  and  Georgetown  Rail- 
road Company 2727 

bill  (li.  R.  No.  186)  to  incorporate  the  Balti- 
more and  Washington  Depot  and  Potomac 
Ferry  Railway  Company. ..2818,  2823,  2921 

bill  (No.  364)  authorizing  and  requiring  the 
opening  of  Sixth  street  west 2818,  2823 

bill  (No.  434)  to  authorize  the  bailiff  of  the 
orphans'  court  in  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton and,  to  serve  processes  issued  by  said 
.court 2818,  2823,3116,  3130,3190,  3360 

bill  (No.  495)  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 
Washington  and  Georgetown  Railroad  Com- 
pany  2818,  2823,  2921,  3130,  3190,  3265 

joint  resolution  (No.  89)  as  to  sewerage  and 
drainage  in  the  city  of  Washington...  .2818, 

2823 

bill  (No.  514)  to  amend  an  act  to  extend  the 
charter  of  the  Alexandria  and  Washington 
railroad 3063,  3077 

bill  (No  522)  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 
Washington  and  Georgetown  Railroad  Com- 
pany  3063, 

3077,  3110,  3130,  3407,  3410,  3481 

bill  (S.  No.  321)  to  authorize  the  corporation 
of  VVashington  to  kvy  and  collect  the  direct 
tax  imposed  by  the  act  approved  August  5, 

,  .  1801 3130,  3415,  3444,  3483 

bill  (No.  550)  to  establisti  Colfax  street  in  the 

city  of  Washington  and 3190, 

3191,  3412,  3444,  3514 

bill  (No.  537")  to  incorporate  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington  ; 3192,3194,  3300 


District  of  Columbia — Continued. 

bill  (No.  551)  to  incorporate  the  Colored  Catho- 
lic Benevolent  Society 3192, 

3194,  3266,  3360 
bill  (S.  No.   336)  to  amend   the   act  incorpo- 
rating the  Washington  Gas-Light  Compa- 
ny  3337 

bill  (No.  517)  to  incorporate  the  National  Union 
Insurance  Company  of  Washington... 3378, 

3388 

bill  authorizing  the  corporate  authorities  of  the 

city  of  Washington  to  increase  the  funded 

debt  of  the  city  of  Washington". 3436 

joint  resolution  (No.  118)  for  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers  \3y  the  late  accident  at  the  United 

States  arsenal  in  Washington 3481, 

3492,  3546 

bill  (S.  No.  348)  to  provide  for  the  supervision 

repairs,  liabilities,   and   completion    of  the 

Washington  aqueduct 3493, 

3513,  3544,  3547 
Dixon,  James, aSenatorfrom  Connecticut,  16, 17, 
55,75, 93, 100, 117, 134,  144,  253,  435, 727, 
814,  836,837,  982,  1022,  1082,  1102,  1247, 
1274,  1416,  1607,  1635,  1651,  2139,  2238, 
2274,  2323,  2343,  2521,  3028,  3039,  3040, 
3062,  3129,  3137,  3138,  31.57,  3159,  3232 

resolutions  by 837,  1022,  1082,  3129,  3137 

remarks  on  the  bill  (No.  18)  to  amend  the  en- 
rollment act 48,  84,  86 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill .....126, 

204,  207,  208,  228 
remarks  in  relation   to  the  Senate  contingent 

fund... 668 

remarks  on  the  District  registration  bill,  2140, 

2141,2142 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3011, 

3012,  3031,  3037,  3047,  3050,  3053 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Ericsson 

contract 3167 

remarks  on  the   bill  to  establish  salaries  for 

postmasters 3253,3254 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill  ....3264 

Doble,  Carlisle,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1454, 

1863,  3415,  3444,  3483 

Documents,  joint  resolution  (No.  82)  in  relation 

to  the  distribution  of  books  and,  2458,  2496 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  63)  repealing  the  joint 

resolution  providing  for  the  distribution  of 

certain  public  books  and 2895 

bill  (S.  No.  265)  to  expedite  and  regulate  the 

printing  of  public 2050, 

2218,  2307,  2326,  3116,  3160,  3289 
remarks  on  the,  by — ■ 

Mr.  Anthony 2307, 

2308,  2309,  2310,  2326,  2327 
Mr.  Collamer,  2308,  2309, 2310, 2326, 2327 

Mr.  Grimes 2309,  2310 

Mr.  Hale 2309,  2310,  2320,  2327 

Mr.  Henderson 2326 

Mr.  Howe 2308,  2309,  2310 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 2309 

Mr.  Powell 2309 

Mr.  Sumner 2307,  2308,  2309 

Mr.  Wilson .2310 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2310 

Doll,  Aaron  T.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2392 

Doolittle,  James  R.,  a  Senator  from  Wiscon- 
sin  2,  3,  12,  17,  24",  42,  43, 

48,  99,  144,  173,  184,  253,  273,  290,  327, 
300,388,  494,  521,  539,  669,  756,  786,  814, 
880,  887,  897,  920,  938,  982,  1000,  1035, 
1052,  1088,  1091,  1107,  1108,  1154,  1174, 
1184,  1257,  1274,  1310,  1361,  1381,  1386, 
1402,  1416,  1418,  14.54,  1455,  1476,  1523,' 
1558,  1607,  1609,  1635,  1639,  1661,  1682, 
1683,  1690,  1703,  1704,  1771,  1782,  1803, 
1841,  1847,  1863,  1919,  1944,  1945,  1988, 
2014,  2019,  2055,  2090,  2117,  2141,  2J71, 
2172,  2222,  2238,  2239,  2274,  2282,  2375, 
2416,  2542,  2.587,  2050,  2664,  2752,  2782, 
2823,  2842,  2894,  2971,  3002,  3086,  3131, 
3188,  3219,  3223,  3239,  3285,  3322,  3339, 
3340,  3351,  3360,  3388,  3413,  3459,  3462, 
3481,  3482,  3493,  3495,  3497,  3502,  3545 

resolutions  by 17, 

42,  388,  420,  435,  1107,  1009,  2842 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath 

of  office 53,  330,  331 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 122,  123, 

125,  126,  1.58,  159,  206,  203,  221,  222,  224, 
228,  231,  246,  247,  248,  250,  252,  255,  256 

remarks  relating  to  naval  supplies 1?..134, 

135,  130,  137,  320,  3308,  3436 


District  of  Columbia — Continued, 

remarks   on   the  proposed   expulsion  of  Mr. 

Davis ....175,  254 

remarks  on  the  resolution  concerning  investi- 
gating committees... 388, 

420,  421,  436,  437,  438 

remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill 421,  525, 

589,  1180,  1181,  1182,  1184,  1208,  1210 
(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers  483,  560,  638, 

639,  640,  641,  704,  705,  1028,  2288,  2298 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 488, 

489,  490,  492,  494,  902,  903,  905,  907 
remarks  on.  the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion..522,  1283,  1406,  1448,  1465,  1488,  1489 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 592,  593,  594 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 622, 

654,  "655,  656,  657 

remarks  on  the  Minnesota  land  grant 923, 

964,  965,  966,  967,  968,  969, 
1031,  1032,  1033,  1034,  1035 

remarks  on  consular  and  diplomatic  bill 1111 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Masonic 
Hall  Association.. ....1138,  1139,  1017,  1618 

„remarks  on  Metropolitan  railroad  bill 1159 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  Indian   affairs 

in  California 1184,  1209 

remarks  on  the  return  of  the  refugee  Indian^, 

1455,1456 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ...1570 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 

Ford 1636,  1637 

remarks  on  the  land  grant  to  Wisconsin  rail- 
roads  1638,  1662 

remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana. ..1705, 

1745,  1746,  1804,  1842,  1843,  1844,  1845 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  certain  assay 

offices 17ii'3,  1775,  1846 

remarks  on  the  Armyappropriation  bill. ..1812 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  State 

of  Wisconsin. 1863, 

1864,  2623,  2624,  2698,  2729,  2752,  2929 
remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1929,  1930,  1931,  1933 

remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2054,2055 

.  remarks  on  the  currency  bill..,l 2019, 

2121,  2125,  2125,  2127,  2145,  2146, 

2147,  2148,  2149,  2155,  2174,  2175, 

2176,  2177,  2179,  2180,  2181,  220G 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the 

Navajo  captives 2172,  2173,  2174 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relative  to  the  disasters 

on  Red  river 2219,  2220,  2221 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 2379, 

2380,  2381,  2383,  2397,  2417 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405)... 2497, 

2635,  2738 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  Colonel 

,    Joseph  Bailey 2587,  2588,  2665 

remarks  on  the  college  rancho  bill 2651, 

2780,  2781 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2830, 

3090,3091,3093 

remarks    on    the    Indian    approphation    bill, 

2845,  2846,  2847,  2848,  2849,  2850,  2869, 

2870,  2871,  2873,  2874,  2877,  2878,  3077 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to   land  claims  in 

California 2868,  3087 

remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas 2903 

remarks  on  the  Wisconsin  military  road  bill, 

2963,  2964,  2965 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freed  men's 

Bureau 2971,  3327,  3329 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3052 

remarks    on    the    inter-continental    telegraph 

bill 3008,3075, 

3076,  3088,  3120,  3121,  3122,  3123,  3125 
remarks  on  the  House  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 

fugitive  slave  laws 3127,  Jl23 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3264 

remarks    on  the  commercial  intercourse  bill, 

2323,  3324 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  guer-- 

rilltts 3350,  3351,3416 

remarks  on  a  government  for  the  rcbellioua 

States 3407 

remarks  on   providing  for  Pennsylvania  war 

claims, 3438,  3440,  3443 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill. ..3487 
remarks  on  final  adjournment.  .3506,  3508,  3610 
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Donation  claims,  bill  (S.  No.  181)  in  reference 

to,  inOregon  and  Washington 1207, 

1227,  IGGl,  18S7,  1919,2015 
Doran,  E.  C,  bill  (S.  No.  94)  to  authorize  the 

settlement  of  the  accounts  of. 460, 

643,  837,  874,  936 
Doughty,  William,  bill  (S.  No.  293)  to  empower 
the   Superannuated    Fund    Society    of  the 
Maryland  Annual  Conferente  to  hold  prop- 
erty in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  take 

a  devise  under  the  will  of  the  late 2510, 

3586,  2665,  2894,  2963,  3063 
Draft — see  ^rmy. 
joint  resolution  to  authorize   the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  call  out  men  by,  for  one 

year 2372,3116 

Drainage,  bill   for  improving  the,  of  the  city  of 

Washington 55,  2818,  2883 

Draining  and  paving,  bill  to  provide  for  the  uni- 
form, of  the  streets  of  Washington 1861 

Duncan,  W.  H.  &  C.  S.,  bill  torthe  relief  of,  3002 
Duties,  joint  resolution  (No.  67)  to  increase  tem- 
porarily the,  on  imports 1864, 

1865,  1919,  1945,  2017 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Chandler 1920, 1922,  1931 

Mr.  Clark 1922,  1923 

Mr.  Collamer 1922,  1923,  1924,  1931 

Mr.  Conness 1921, 

1922, 1929,  1931,  1932,  1933 

Mr.  Cowan 1933 

Mr.  Davis 1928, 1929 

Mr.  Doolittle 1929,  1930,1931,  1933 

Mr.  Fessenden 1919,  1920, 

1921, 1923,  1924,  1929,  1930,  1932,  1933 

Mr.  Foster 1932,  1933 

Mr.  Grimes 1921,1922,  1929 

Mr.  Hale 1925,  1932 

.       Mr.  Hendricks 1922,  1929,  1930,  1931 

Mr.  Howard 1932 

Mr.  Howe 1921,1922,  1923 

Mr.  Johnson 1922, 

1924,  1925,  1929,  1930,  1931,  1933 

Mr.  McDougall 1930,1932,  1933 

Mr.  Morgan 1929 

Mr.  Pomeroy 1923,  1930 

Mr.  Powell 1933 

Mr.  Sherman 1920, 

192],  1923,  1925,  1929, 1930,  1931,  1933 

Mr.  Sumner 1919, 

1929,  1930,  1931,"  1932,  1933 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 1933 

Mr.  Wilson 1922 

yeas  and  nays  on  the... 1929,  1931,  1932,  1933 
(See  Revenue.) 

E- 
Election,  joint  resolution  (No.  78)  providing  for 
the,  of  a  member  of  CongrcsaJ^or  the  State 

of  Illinois  by  the  State  at'"largg^ 2283, 

2300,  2344,  2436 

joint  resolution   (S.  No.  75)   declaring  wliat 

States  of  the  Union  are  entitled  to  vote  at  the 

approach fng  presidential 3388 

Elections  in  the  States,  bill  (S.  No.  37)  to  pre- 
vent military  and  naval  ofiicers  and  other  per- 
sons in  the  service  of  the  United  States  from 

interfering  in 12,  95,  97,  101,  622,  798, 

868,  924,  938,  960,  1207,  12.35,  1250,  1258, 
1274,  2222,  2963,  3158,  3192,  3224,  3226 
(See  Appendix.) 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 1260 

Mr.  Clark 95,  2223 

Mr.  Davis 102,104,  1250 

Mr.  Dixon 3159 

Mr.  Foot 2223 

Mr.  Foster 3160 

Mr.  Grimes,;. 95,  101 

Mr.  Hale 2963,  3159 

Mr.  Harlan 3160 

Mr.  Hendricks 102,  3159 

Mr.  Howard 622,  1207,  1235,  1236, 

1258,  2963,  3158,  3159,  3192,  3193,  3.326 

Mr.  Jolinson 1235, 

1276,  1283,  2223,  3158,  3159,  3192,3193 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana.. 102, 

103,  104,  105,  107,  108 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 1260,  3160 

Mr.  McDougall 96,  3160 

Mr.  Pomeroy 3J58,  31.59 

Mr.  Powell 12, 

95,101, 102, 104, 105,  106ri07, 108,798, 
86H,  924,  9.38,  960,  1260,  1261,  2222, 
y923,  2963,  315fi,  H\r,'.),  3160,  3-?.''l,  3.326 


Elections  in  the  States,  bill  (S.  No.  37)  to  pre- 
vent military  and  naval  officers  and  other  per- 
sons in  the  service  of  the  United  States  from 
interfering  in — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Saulsbury 102,  103,  105, 

106,  1250,  1258,  1260,  1274,  1276,  3159" 

Mr.  Sherman 3224 

Mr.  Sumner 3326 

Mr.  Trumbull 1260,  3158,  3326 

Mr.  Wade 3158 

Mr,  Wilson 96,  97,  105,  106 

yeas  and  nays  on  the...97, 102,  2963,  3160, 3326 
Emancipation,  bill  establishing  a  Bureau  of.. .253 
bill  (S.  No.  159)  to  aid  the  proclamation  of,  is- 
sued by  the  President  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1863 1022 

Emigrants,  bill  (No.  196)  to  aid  in  the  protection 

of,  to  the  Territories 1035,  1036,  1082 

Emigration,  bi  11  (S.  No.  140)  to  pro  vide  for  the  pro- 
tection of  overland,  to  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  Pacific. ..864,  880,  900,  924,936 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  61)  amendatory  of  an 
act  for  the  protection    of  overland,  to  the 

States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 2842 

Emigration    Company,  North  American    Land 

and,  bill  (S.  No.  64)  to  incorporate  the. ..253 

Engineers,  bill  (No.  251)  to  organize  a  regiment 

of  veteran  volunteer 1035, 

1036,  1523,  2197,  2325,  2344,  2436 
(See  J^aval  Constructors.) 

Engrossed  Bills,  the  Committee  on 16 

Enlistment,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  261)  to  provide  for 
the  voluntary,  ofany  persons  resident  in  cer- 
tain States  in  the  regiments  of  other  States, 
842,  999,  1130,  1403,  2222 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Collamer 1403 

Mr.  Grimes. 1403,1404 

Mr.  Howe 1404 

Mr.  Sherman 1130,1131,  1403,  1404 

Mr.  Trumbull 1404, 1405 

Mr.  Wilson 999, 

11.30, 1131,  1403,  1404,  1405,  2222 

Enlistments,  bill  (S.No.  8)  to  encourage,  into  the 

naval  service,  and  to  credit  enlisted  men  to 

the  military  quotas  of  the  States  of  which  they 

may  be  citizens ■. 14,  17,  262 

bill  (S.  No.  41)  to  promote,  in  the  Army,  134, 
253,  289,  361,  388,  394,  421,  438,  460,  524, 
539,553,680,922,984,1176,  1207,  1210,1228 

biir(S.  No.  151)  relating  to 960,  999; 

1083,  1108,  1176,  3407,  3408,  3442,  3492 

joint  resolution  to  encourage,  and  to  promote 

the  efficiency  of  the  military  forces  of  the 

United  States 2324 

Enrolled  Bills,  the  Joint  Committee  on. ...16, 3388 

Enrollment  and  license,  bill  (No.  374)  to  exempt 

certain  vessels  therein  named  from,  and  from 

the  payment  of  tonnage  duty 1382, 

1402,  1454,  1918 
bill  (S.  No.  39)  to  authorize  the,  oflhe  steam- 
tugs  B.  F.  Davidson  and  W.  K.  Muir...  .960, 

982,  1000 
Enrollment — see  Army. 
Entries  of  land,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  217)  to  confirm 

certain,  in  Missouri 960,  961, 

1944,3028,3063,3077,3190 
Essex,  bill  (S.  No.  273)  to  compensate  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  iron-clad  gunboat,  for 
the  destruction  of  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas, 
2217,  3160,  3415,  3444,  3483 
Examination,  bill  (S.  No.  85)  to  provide  for  the, 

of  certain  officers  of  the  Army., 420, 

400,  542,  3116,  3126,  3188,  3289 

Exemplifications,  bill  (S.  No.  278)  prescribing 

the  terms  on  which,  shall  be  furnished  by  the 

General  Land  Office. ..2299,  3002,3482,3500 

Expulsion,  resolution  proj^osing  the,  of  Garrett 

Davi.s,  a  Senator  from  Kentucky... 139, 144, 

146,  174, 254,  319,  343,  360,  363,  389,  418 

F. 

Fast:  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  74)  requesting  the 
President  to  appoint  a  day  for  national  hu- 
miliation and  jirayer 3550, 

3374,3446,  3481,3501 

Fees,  bill  to  regulate  the,  of  the  clerk's  office  of  tiie 

supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 

920,  1107 
bill  (S.  No.  296)  in  relation  to,  and  emoluments 
^f  the  marshal,  attorney,  and  clerk  of  the  su- 
preme courtof  the  District  of  Columbia,  2651, 
279G,  2922,  3028, 3224, 3260, 3292, 3360 


Fessenden,  William  Pitt,  a  Senator  from  Maine, 
13,  16,  24,  36,  37,  41,  42,  43,  75,  81, 
86,  134,  152,  153, 197,  200, 219,  220,  252, 
•  262, 263, 343, 360,  361, 371, 387, 396,  435, 
460,  494,  521, 585, 608, 645, 646,  669,  671,' 
744,  814,  815,  816,  843,  865,  868,  879, 
880,  897,  899,  1045,  1052,  1092,  1131, 
1163,  1164,  1207,  1250,  1274,  1370, 1385, 
1386,  1405,  1417,  1418,  1465,  1478,  1522, 
1558,  1559,  1608,  1618,  1638,  1639, 1662, 
1683,  1782,  1945,  1946,  1987,  1988,  2055, 
2082,  2088,  2172,  2375,  2437,  24.59,  2486, 
2496,  2512,  2554,  2654,  2GG5,  2707,  2770, 
2771,  2777,  2818,  2844,  2879,  2894,  2895, 
2907,  2923,  2930,  2962,  2972,  3002,  3003, 
3004,  3030,  3040,  3087,  3116,  3289,  3377 

resolutions  by 41, 1813 

remarks  on  the  credentials  of  the  West  Vir- 
ginia Senators 2 

remarks  on  the  scat  of  Hon.  Robert  Wilson, 

of  Missouri 9,  10 

remarks  on  appointment  of  committees. ..15,  16 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath  of 

office „ 54,57 

remarks  on  the  soldiers'  bounty  bill 58, 

59,  60,  63,  66,  67,  68 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 76, 

77,  78,  79 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 121, 

122,  162,  202,  203,  207,  208,  229,  230,  231, 

238,  240,  241,  242,  247,  248,  754,  755,  756 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  continue  the  payment  of 

bounties ,..119,  152,  153 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of 

Mr.  Davis 139,  370,  371,  391,  392 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 435, 

460,  462,  484,  485,  486,  487,  488, 
489,  490,  491,  492,  494,  719,  769, 
814,  874,  900,  902,  903,  904,  907 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  eqiialize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers  481,  482,  483,  484,  562,  564, 

636,  638,  771,  821,  868,  869,  870,  871,  872 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No,  156). ..539, 
608,  609,  610,  611,  612,  613,  614, 
615,  616,  617,  619,  620,  621,  622,  635, 
646,  647,  648,  649,  650,  651,  652,  663, 
654,  655,  656,  657,  1001,  1052,  1053 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  members  from 

acting  as  counsel 555,  556,  557,  558,  560 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 588, 

589,  590,  594,  771,  772,  792,  794,  795,  796 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 786,  787 

remarks  on  the  bill  (No.»41)  to  continue  the 

payment  of  bounties 866,  867 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  881,882,883,884,  885 

remarks  on  the  gold  bill 1051,  1136, 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill 1053, 

1054,  1058,  1085,  1086,  1094, 1210 
remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 
1092,  1093,  1094^,  1095,  1096,  1109, 
1110,  1111,  1114,  1115,  1116, 1118, 
1131,  1133,  1134,  1135,  1136,  2542 
remarks  on.  the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion  1130, 

1316,  1370,  1405,  1406,  1421,  1465 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  promote  enlistments, 1180, 

1182,  1183,  1212 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  transfers  from 

the  Army  to  the  Navy 1435 

remarks  on  navalappropriation  bill,  1523, 1524, 

1525, 1526,  1527,  1528,  1529,  1530,  1560, 

1561,  1562,  1566,  1567,  1569,  1570,  1571, 

1572,  1573,  1574,  1576,  1609,  1610,  1612 

remarks  on  the  bill   for  the  relief  of  Joseph 

Ford....' 1636,  1637 

remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  1639, 

1640,  1694,  1705,  1706 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculations  in 

gold 1640,  1642,  1643, 

1647,  1650,  1G68,  1669,  1671,  1672,  2930 
remarks  on  the  alteration  of  the  Treasury  ex- 
tension  1661,  1662 

remarks  on  the  Fort  Pillow  massacre 16G2, 

1663,  1673 
remarks     on     the     legislative     oppropriation 

bill 1673,  1685,  1686,  1687, 

1G88,  1689,  J690,  1691,  1692,  1G93,  1694, 
1706,  1707,  1708,  1709,  2458,  2484,  3039 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal General 1685,  1704 

remarks  on  the  Will  to  establish  certain  assay 

offices 1774, 

1775,  1846,  1946,  1947,  lO'iO,  1951,  n).'32 
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Fessenden ,  William  Pitt,  a  Senator  from  Maine — 

Continued. 

remarks  on  tlie  Army  appropriation  bill,  1805, 

1806,  1808,  1810,  1812,  1813,  2015, 

2050,  2351,  2521,  2851,  2853,  2854 

remarks  relating  to  the  reporting  of  absentees, 

1813,  2088,  2089,  2090 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  tiie  State 

of  Wisconsin 1847,  1863, 

1864,  2017,  2052,  2053,  2729,  2730,  2751 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1865, 

1868,  1869,  1870,  1871,  1872,  1873,  1874, 
1891,  1894,  1895,  1896,  1897,  1953,  1959, 
1989,  2122,  2123,  2126,  2127,  2130,  2131, 
2132,  2146,  2147,  2181,  2182,  2185,  2202 
remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties ^. 1919,1920, 

,  1921,  1923,  1924,  1929,  1930,  1932, 1933 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2015, 

2344,  2437,  2438,  2439,  2440,  2441, 
24^2,  2443,  2444,  2445,  2446,  2447, 
2459,  2460,  2462,  2463,  2464,  2465, 
2466,  2467,  2469,  2470,  2487,  2488,  2489, 
2490,  2491,  2492,  2493,  2494,  2495,  2496, 
2497,  2498,  2499,  2500,  250],  2511,  2513, 
2515,  2516,  2517,  2518,  2519,  2520,  2521, 
2522,  2523,  2524,  2525,  2526,  2546,  2549, 
2550,  2551,  2554,  2555,  2556,  2557,  2558, 
2559,  2560,  2561,  2562,  2569,  2574.  2575, 
2590,  2591,  2593,  2594,  2595,  2599,  2602, 
2603,  2626,  2627,  2628,  2629,  2630,  2631, 
2632,  2633,  2656,  2657,  2658,  2659,  2660, 
2661,  2662,  2663,  2665,  2666,  2667,  2668, 
2669, .2670,  2671,  2698,  2699,  2700,  2701, 
2702,  2703,  2705,  2709,  2710,  2713,  2714, 
2715,  2f30,  2731,  2732,  2733,  2734.  2735, 
2738,  2739,  2740,  2741,  2754,  2735,  2756, 
2757,  2758,  2759,  2760,  2761,  2764,  2768, 
2769,  2770,  3039,  3254,  3255,  3256,  3266 
remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2022,  2023,  2025,  2026,  2028,  2054 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  the  military 

position  of  General  Blair 2277 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  resolution 
increasing  temporarily  the  duties  on  im- 
ports   2510,  2782,  2783,  2784,  2908,  2923 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  continued 

publication  of  the  debates 2589, 

2784,  2785,  2786,  2845 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2751, 

2849,  2850,  2877,  2878 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2921,  .3004,3005, 

3006,  3009,  3011,  3012,  3013,  3014, 
3030,  3031,  3032,  .3033,  3034,  3035, 
3036,  3037,  3038,  3039,  3041,  3042, 
3044,  3045,  3046,  3047,  3048,  3049, 
3050,  3051,  3052,  3053,  3323,  3368 
remarks  on  fortification  bill  ...2923,  2924,  2925 
remarks    on    the    Wisconsin    military    road 

bill 2964,2965 

remarks    on    the   intei--continental    telegraph 

bill 3072,  3073,  3075,  3076 

remarks  on  the  Kittery  naval  hospital  bill,  3175, 

3176 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill  ...3229, 

3230,  3231,  3232 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3251,  3289 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  representation,  3364 
remarks  on  House  commutation  bill,  3379,  3381 

remarks  on  claims  for  Army  supplies 3419 

Finance,  the  Committee  on,  16,  2324,  2351,  2384 

instructions  to 42,  1130,3001 

reports  from 75 

152,  262,  343,  387,  435,  539,  881,  999, 
1207,  1344,  1345,  1416,  1683,  1771,  1919, 
2050,  2299,  2343,  2344,  2435,  2484,  2510, 
2751,  2921,  3188,  3190,  3219,  3251,  3357 

discharged  from  subjects 880, 

896,  1207,  1559,  1944,  2324,  3547 

Fmkle,  Milton,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1743 

Fire  engine,  bill  providing  for  the  purchase  of  a 

steam 1108 

Fishback,  William  M.,  a  Senator  from  Arkansas, 

credentials  of,  presented 2392,  2458 

report  on  the 3285,  3360 

action  of  the  Senate  in  the  case  of,  and  Elisha 
Baxter,  claiming  seats  as  Senators  from  Ar- 

„.  ,  kunsas 2392,2458,  2586,  3285,  3360 

Fisheries,  bill  (S.  No.  134)  to  repeal  all  acts  or 
parts  of  acts  granting  allowances  or  boun- 
ties on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  engaged  in  the 

Bunk  or  other  cod 813,  880,  2818 

Fisk,  Almon  D.,bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
o'"- 581,  C70,  719,  1045 


Fitch,  Richard,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 3117, 

3415,  3444,  3483 
Fitzgerald,  Daniel,  and  Jonathan  Ball,billfor  the 

relief  of 1743,  2225,-2279,  2300,  2707 

Floating  batteries,  joint  resolution  (No.  95)  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  amend 
the  contract  with  John  Ericsson  for  the  con- 
struetion  of  two  impregnable,  the  Dictator 

and  the  Puritan 3086, 

3088,  3116,  3166,  3170,  3219,  3360 

Ford,  Joseph,  bill  (H.  R.  No. 228)  confirming  the 

title  of,  to  certain  lands  in  Rice  county,  in 

the  State  of  Minnesota 635, 

719,  1454,  1616,  1636,  1682,  1802 

Foreign  Relations,  the  Committee  on 16 

instructions  to,  153, 1402, 2436, 2651, 3157, 3232 

reports  from 153, 

262,  460,  880,  896,  982,  999,  1022, 
1154,  1228,  1402,  1618,  2117,  2197,  2343, 
2587,  2777,  2778,  2921,  3251,  3289,  33.59 

discharged  from  subjects 2585,  2622 

Foot,  Solomon,  u  Senator  from  Vermont 1, 

3,  10,  12,  14,  17,  24,  36,  42,  44,  75,  95, 
100,  101,  117,  118, 1.34,  153,  173,  197,  208, 
210,  219,  360,  420,  522,  553,  657,  669,  693, 
938,  960,  999, 1086, 1107, 1207, 1257, 1258, 
1261,  1310,  1331, -1346,  1424,  1840,  1847, 
1860,  1990,  2054,  2055,  2087,  2139,  2171, 
2223,  2300,  2384,  2423,  2424,  2458,  2552, 
2586,  2621,  2707,  2866,  2869,  2894,  2962, 
3001,  3028,  ^039,  3062,  3086,  3188,  3338, 
3375,  3436,  3491,  3492,  3498,  3514,  3541 

resolutions  by 2l,  17,  153,  197,  1860,  3541 

remarks  on  the  amendment  of  the  joint  rules, 

36,198,199,200 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath  of 

office 296 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to, the  office  of  the 

Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings 606, 

607,  608,  669,   1082,   1331, 
1332,  1333,  2392,  2393,  2394 

remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops 819, 

868,  2288,  2301,  2306 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ...2514, 

2560,  2625,  2628,  2761 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 

Bureau 2935 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3012 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3100, 

3205,  3206 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3259 

Fortifications,  bill  (H.-R.  No.  207)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  construction,  preservation, 
and  repairs  of  certain,  and  other  works  of  de- 
fense, for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 

1865 2082,  2299,  2923, 

3407,  3408,  3409,  3448,  3452,  3461,  3511 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Conness 2925,  2926 

Mr.  Fessenden .,...2923,  2924,  2925 

Mr.  Grimes 2924,  2925,  3448 

Mr.  Harris 2924 

Mr.  Johnson 2925 

Mr.  Nesmith 2926 

Mr.  Pomeroy !...3409 

Mr.  Sherman 2924 

Mr.  Sumner 2923,  2924,  3448 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 2925 

Mr.  Wilson 2923 

Fort  Pillow,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  N.  65)  di- 
recting the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the 

v/ar  to  examine  into  the  attack  on 1662, 

1665,  1673,  1744,  1842 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Conness 1G63,  1664 

Mr.  Fessenden 1662,  1663,  1673 

Mr.  Grimes 1664 

Mr.  Howard,  1662, 1663,  1664,  1665,  1673 

Mr.  Johnson 1663,  1664,  1673 

Mr.  Powell 1664,  1673 

Mr.  Sumner 1673 

Mr.  Trumbull 1664 

Mr.  Wade 1663 

Mr.  Wilson 1662,  1664 

Forts,  njilitary  prisons,  and  hospitals,  joint  reso- 
lution (S.  No.  73)  to  allow  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  visit,  within  their  re- 
spective States 3232,  3285,  3326 

Foster,  La  Fayette  S.,  a  Senator  from  Connecti- 
cut  12,47,83,97,  101,  118. 

134,  139,  144,  197,  198,  252,  262,  319,  420, 
437,  460,  537,  ,584,  585,  606,  643,  644,  744, 
837,  864,  880,  885,  921,  922,  938,  999, 1082, 
1088,  1108,  1130,  11.39,  1154,  1160,  1162, 


Foster,  La  Fayette  S.,  a  Senator  from  Connecti- 
cut— Continued. 
1163,  1174,  1207,  1216,  1310,  1445,  1476, 
1522,  1607,  1618,  1635,  1636,  1703,  1705, 
1715,  1774,  1944,  1990,  2014,  2051,  2055, 
2139,  2197,  2219,  2301,  2343,  2371,  2423, 
2424,  2457,  2543,  2551,  2600,  2622,  2651, 
2727,  2807,  2842,  2866,  2962,  2971,  3004, 
•  3062,  3086,  3138,  3160,  3250,  3292,  3299, 
3340,  3357,  3359,  3375,  3409,  2410,  3413, 
3415,  3455,  3482,  3501,  3502,  3509,  3544 

resolutions  by 197,  697,  837,  1661,  2651 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 127, 

207,  230,  247,  249 
remarks  on  the  proposed   expulsion    of  Mr. 

Davis 146,  147,  254,  390,  391 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  Corne- 
lius Vanderbilt 258 

remarks  on  the   bill    for  the  relief  of  Albert 

Brown 463,  644,  645,  696,  697,  698,  699 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  members  from 

acting  as  counsel 557,  562 

remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops 562, 

563,  638,  821 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  156). ...646, 

655,  657,  658 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 900 

remarks  on  the  Minnesota  land  grant 969 

remarks  on  consular  and  diplomatic  bill. ...1094 
remarks  on  the  pay  and  pension  of  chaplains, 

1163,  1164 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. .1562, 

1567,  1572,  1575 

remarks  on  the  admission  of  Nebraska. ..1558, 

1559 
remarks  on  the  alteration  of  the  Treasury  ex- 
tension  1661 

remarks   on    the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 

law 1709,  1715, 

1746,  1747,  1748,  1749,  1750,  1751,  1752 
remarks     on     the     legislative     appropriation 

bill :.,..  1706,  1708,  1709 

remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties : 1932,  1933 

remarks  on  the  District  registration  bill. ..2240 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs. 

E.  M.  Whipple 2280 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ...2515, 

2603,  2736 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3036, 

3037,  3038,  3041,  3051,  3052,  3368 
remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill ,...3133,  3136 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Ericsson  con- 
tract  3168 

remarks  on  supplementary  pension  act. ...3232, 

3233,  3368,  3369,  3412 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill.. ..3261 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill. ..3379, 

3380,  3488,  3489 

Fox,  Esther  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 960, 

961,  1Q65,  2371 

Franked  matter,  bill  in  relation  to 1771, 

1862,  2510,  2551,  2651 
Frauds,  bill  to  prevent,  in  tiie  collection  of  the  in- 
ternal revenue, and  to  prevent  smuggling. .921 
bill  (No.  360)  for  the  prevention  and  punish- 
ment of,  in  relation   to  the   names  of  ves- 
sels  1274,  1361,  1888,  2050,  2139 

bill  (S.  No.  237)  supplemental  to  an  act  to  pre- 
vent, upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
approved  February  26,  1853.. ...".. 1661,  1743 
Freedmen,bill  (S.  No.  45)  to  set  apart  a  portion 
of  the  State  of  Texas  for  the  use  of  persons 

of  African  descent 145,  238,  450,  586,  672 

bill  (S.  No.  128)  to  provide  for  the  renting  of 
abandoned  lands,  tenements,  and  houses  in 
insurrectionary  States,  and  for  the  care  and 
employment  of  persons  therein  set  free  by 

proclamation  of  the  President 744 

bill  (S.  No.  169)  to  repeal  all  acts  making  ap- 
propriation for  the  colonization  of  free  per- 
sons of  African  descent 1108,  2218 

Freedmen's  Afl'airs,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  51)  to  estab- 

lisli  a  Bureau  of. 896, 

908,  1082,  1.559,  2457,  2786,  2798,  2931, 
2966,  2967,  3292,  3299,  3303,  3327,  3341  • 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 3336 

Mr.  Brown 2972, 

2975,  3300,  3334,  3335,  3336 

Mr.  Buckalew 2931,2970,  3300, 

3301,  3328,  3329,  3330,  3335,  3341,  3350 
Mr.  Carlile 9909,  3304,  3306 
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Freedmen's  Affairs,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  51)  to  estab- 
lish a  Bureau  of — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Chandler 3341,  3348,  3350 

Mr.  CoUamer 3337 

Mr.  Conness 2931, 

2970,  3304,  3305,  3.327,  3335,  3336,  3337 
Mr.  Cowan. ..3301,  3302,  3306,  3307,  3308 
Mr.  Davis 3293, 

3328,  3341,  3342,  3345,  3348,  3349,  3350 

Mr.  Doolittle 2971,  3327,  3329 

Mr.  Fessenden 2972 

Mr.  Foot : 2935 

Mr.  Foster : 2971 

Mr.  Grimes T... 2787, 2801,  2931,  2932, 

2935,  2971,  2972,  2973, 2974, 2975,  3299, 
3300,  3304,-3327,  3328,  3331,  3333,  3337 

Mr.  Hale 3308,  9309,  3348 

Mr.  Harlan 29G6,  2973,  3303,  3327 

Mr.  Henderson 2800 

Mr.  Hendricks 2803,  2931, 

2932,  2972,  2977,  3301,  3.302, 3303,  3304, 
3303,  3309,  3327,  3328,  3345,  3346,  3350 

Mr.  Hicks 2970,  3336 

Mr.  Howard 3300,  3301 

Mr.  Howe 2803,  2804, 

2971,  3302,  3304,  3330,  3331,  3332,  3337 

Mr.  Johnson 2803,  2932,  2934,  3337 

Mr.  McDougall 2931, 

3304,  3305,  3306,  3308,  3337,  3349 

Mr.  Morrill 3330 

Mr.  Pomeroy 2931,  3301,  3335,  3337 

Mr.  Powell 2787, 

2966,  3292,  3300,  3302,  3303,  3346,  3350 

Mr.  Richardson 2801,  2802,  2803 

Mr.  Saulsbury 2787,  2933,  2934, 

2935,  29G6,  2967,  2968,  2969;  3330,  3336 

Mr.  Sherman 2803,2804,  3304 

Mr.  Sumner 2786,  2787,  2798, 

2800,  2801,  2802,  2803,  2931,  2932, 
2933,  2935,  2971,  2972,  2973,  2974, 
297»,  2976,  2977,  3292,  3299,  3300, 
3301,  3302,  3303,  3304,  3309,  3327, 
,  3328,  3329,  3330,  3331,  3332,  3333. 
3334,  3.336,  3337,  3341,  3342,  33^ 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 2967,  2968,  2969 

Mr.  Trumbull 3304,  3306,  3307,  3345 

Mr.  Wilkinson 3341, 

3342,  3344,  3345,  3346,  3348 

Mr.  Willey 2933,  2934, 

2975,  2976,  2977,  3301,  3328,  3329, 
3330,  3334,  3335,  3336,  3337,  3341 

Mr.  Wilson 2786, 

2801,  2303,  2804,  3300,  3307,  3.308,  3327, 
3331,  3332,  3333,  3334,  3337,  3341,  3349 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2931, 

2979,  3293,  3303,  3327,  3330,  3337,  3350 

Fugitives,  bill  (No.  141)  to  repeal  all  acts  for  the 

rendition  of,  from  service  or  laboit..l4,  521, 

864,  880,  961,  1000,  1175,  1709,  1746,  1775 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brown 1752,  1782 

Mr.  Buckalew 880,  1709 

Mr.  Conness. ..864,  1710,  1715,  1754, 1782 

Mr.  Davis ; 961, 

1000,  1001,  1175,  1711,  1712,  1715 

Mr.  Dooliulc. 1782 

Mr.  Fessenden 1782 

Mr.  Foster 1709, 1715, 

1746,  1747,  1748,  1749,  1750,  1751,  17.52 

Mr.  Hale.. 1715, 1754 

Mr.  Henderson ^-1710 

Mr.  Hendricks 1001,  1709,  1754 

Mr.  Howard  1782 

Mr.  Johnson 1175,  1710,  1711, 

1712,  1713,  1714,  1715,  1748,  1749,  1754 

Mr.  Lane,  ofKan.sas 1754 

Mr.  Pomeroy 1709,  1710,  1782 

Mr.  Powell 880,  1175,  17J5 

Mr.  Saul=;bury 1715 

Mr.  Sherman... 1710,  1714 

Mr.  Sumner 14,  521,  864, 

880,  961,  1000,  1001,  1175,  1176,  1709, 
1710,  17]  1,1712,  1713,1714,1715,  1746, 
1747,  ]l'\r<,  1749, 1750,  1751,  1754,  1782 

Mr.  Trumbull 1709,  1754 

Mr.  Van  Winklo 1754,  1775 

Mr.  Wilkinson „ 1T14 

Mr.  Wilson 1715,  17.52,  1782 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1714,  1715 

Fugitive  fllave.s,  Ijiii  (IT.  II    No.  51^)  k,  repeal 
the  fu^^itivc  f;lave  act  of  1850,  and  all  acts  and 

parts  of  acts  for  the  nmdiiion  of. 2926, 

S363,  312G,  3158,  317G,  3191,  33CG,  33G0 


Fugitive  slaves,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  512)  to  repeal  the 
fugitive  slave  act  of  1850,  and  all  acts  and 
partsof  acts  for  the  rendition  of — Continiied. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Chandler 3176 

Mr.  Conness 3129 

Mr.  Davis -. '. 2963,3128,  3191 

Mr.  Doolittle 3127,  3128 

Mr.  Grimes 3128 

Mr.  Hale 3128, 3158 

Mr.  Hendricks 3126, 

3127,  3129,  3158,  3191 

Mr.  Howard 3127,  3129,  3177,  3178 

Mr.  Johnson, 2963,  3176,  3177,  3178,3191 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 3177,  3178 

Mr.  McDougall 3177,  3191 

Mr.  Powell...2963,  3128,  3197,  3177,  3178 

Mr.  Riddle 3178 

Mr.  Saulsbury , 2963, 

3127,  3176,  3177,  3178,  3191 

Mr.  Sherman 3177 

Mr.  Sumner 2963,  3126, 

3127,  3128,  3129,  3158,  3176,  3177,  3173 

Mr.  Trumbull 3128,  3129 

*Mr.  Willey 3177 

Mr.  Wilson 3127,  3129,  3176,  3191 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2963, 

3129,  3158,  3177,  3191 
G. 
Gas-Light  Company, bill  to  amend  an  act  incor- 
porating the  Washington...: .360,  727 

bill  to  incorporate  the  Metropolitan,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia 388, 1227 

bill  to  incorporate  the  Union,  of  the  District  of 

Columbia. .982,  1162,  1454,  1476,  1491,  1523 

bill  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  V/ash- 

ington 3337 

Galbraith,Th6mas  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .2050, 
3001,3322,  3442,3481,3501 

Gates,  Horace,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 3481, 

3492,  3514,  3547 
Gem,  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  steamboat, 

to  Emma  Boyce 1945,  2117 

Generals,  joint  resolution  to  drop  from  the  rolls 

of  the  Army  unemployed 2239 

Gilbert  &  Gerish,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .3546,  3547 
Glen,  bill  to  indemnify  the  owners  of  the  British 

schooner 221,  232,  460,  586,  606,  699 

Gold,  silver,  and  foreign  exchange,  bill  (S.  No. 
9)  prohibiting  speculative  transactions  in. .24 
bill  (S.No.56)prohibuingthesaleof..l73,  361 
bill  (S.  No.  106)  prohibiting  speculative  trans- 
actions in....; 539; 

1618,  1640,  16G6,  2926,  2930,  3002,  3062 

bill  (S.  No.  325)  to  repeal  the  act  of  the  17ih 

of  June,  1864,  prohibiting  the  sales  of.. .3160, 

3446,. 3461,  3481,  3501 

joint  resolution   (H.  R.  No.  37)  to  authorize 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate 

the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt, 

990,  999,  1023,  1045,  1136,  1139,  1209 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  CoUamer 1052 

■  Mr.  Doolittle 1052 

Mr.  Fessenden .'. 1051 

Mr.  Foot , 999 

Mr.  Hendricks 1024,  1045,  1048,  1049 

Mr.  Johnson,  1023,  1047,  1048,1050, 1052 

Mr.  Pomeroy 1025 

Mr.  Powell 1049,  1052 

Mr.  Saulsbury 1052 

Mr.  Sherman 999,  1023,  1024, 

.1025,  1045,  1046,  1047,  1048,  1051,  1052 

Mr.  Wilson 1025 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1052 

Goodloe,  Green   Clay,  joint  resolution  relating 

to 2283,  2300,  2344,  2436 

Goods,  bill  (S.  No.  93)  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
acts  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1845, 
and  August  G,  1846,  as  authorize  the  trans- 
portation of,  imported  from  foreign  countries 
through  the  United  States  to  the  Canadas,  or 
from  tlic  Canadas  through  the 'United  States 

to  bo  exported  to  foreign  countries 435, 

^60,  2622 
bill  (No.  230)  to  extend  the  time  for  the  with- 
drawal of,  from  public  stores  and   bonded 

warehouses :,.:. 837,  843,  874,  936 

bill  (S.  No.  282)  to  amend  an  act  to  extend  the 
time  for  the  withdrawal  of,  from  public  stores 

and  bonded  warehouses 2343, 

2347,  2878,  2879,  2930,  3002,  3062 
Gould,  Jessie,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  960, 1944, 2842 


GoTernment,  bill  (No.  244)  to  guaranty  to  cei^ 

tain  States  whose  governments    have  been 

usurped  or  overthrown  a  republican  form  of, 

2117,  2510,  3407,  3448,  3452, 

3457,  3459,  3482,  3491,  3544 

remarks  on  the,  by —  ' 

.    Mr.  Brown 3449,  3460,  3461 

]VIr..Carlile , .3451, 

3452,  3453,  3454,  3457,  3459 

Mr.  Clark 3453 

Mr.  Conness 3460 

Mr.  Cowan , ^ 3407 

Mr.  Doolittle 3407 

Mr.  Hale , 3449,  3460 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 3449 

Mr.  Saulsbury ......3460 

Mr.  Sumner •. 3460,  3461 

Mr.  Trumbuin 3461 

Mr.  Wade 3407,  344S,  3449, 

3451,  2452,  3454,  3457,  3459,  3460,3491 

Mr.  Wilkinson 3453 

Mr.  Wilson 3451,  3452,  3461 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3407 

3449,  3460,  3461,  3491 
Grant— see  Public  Lands. 
Grants — see  Public  Lands. 

Grant,  Major  General  Ulysses  S.,  Joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  R.  No.  1)  of  thanks  to,  and  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  have  fought  under 
his  command  during  this  rebellion,  and  pro- 
viding that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  cause  a  medal  to  be  struck  to  be  pre- 
sented to  General  Grant  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  America. ..12, 

36,  41 
Green,  Warren  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .-.1416, 
1684,  2727,  2778,  2842 
Grimes,  James  W.,aSenatorfrom  Iowa, 3, 14,17, 
24,36,37,43,47,48,55,80,95,101,117,118, 
•134,  145,  153,  173,  197,  198,  199,  220,  257, 
262,  319,  360,  387,  333,  435,  460,  466,  480, 
520,  523,  539,  581,  586,  645,  671,  672,  719, 
720,  721,  724,  725,  726,  727,  729,  744,  768, 
786,  788,  814,  .815,  816,  836,  842,  864,  879, 
880,  887,  895,  897,  920,  921,  922,  936,  937, 
938,  963,982,  1022, 1032,  1033, 1044,  1053, 
1062,  1107,  1108,  1131,  1154,  1161,  1162, 
1163,  1174,  1206,  1207,  1226,  1227,  1248, 
1250,  1309,  1310,  1331,  1332,  1344,  1382, 
1419,  1454,  1455,  1465,  1476,  1477,  1490, 
1558,  1615,  1616,  1617,  1637,  1S61,  1671, 
1683,  1685,  1703,  1704,  1771,  1813,  1840, 
1841,  1842,  1837,  1888,  .1889,  1919,  1944, 
1945,  1985,  1990,  2014,  2015,  2055,  2081, 
2218,  2221,  2222,  2224,  2225,  2227,  2239, 
2275,  2279,  2283,  2299,  2326,  2372,  2436, 
2511,  2586,  2587,  2600,  2601,  2664,  2665, 
2726,  2727,  2752,  2777,  2820,  2842,  2866, 
2867,  2894,  2907,  2921,  2922,  2923,  3029, 
3039,  3040,  3085,  3099,  3106,  3116,  3126, 
3128,  3129,  3130,  3157,  3160,  3194,  3220, 
3233,  3251,  3254,  3337,  3338,  3339,  3340, 
3358,  3359,  3369,  3407?  34il,  3412,  3413, 
3418,  3419,  3436,  3445,  3446,  3454,  3463 

credentials  of,  presented 519 

resolutions  by 118, 

523,  1227,  1310,  1382,  2239,  2299,  3029 

remarks  on  the  soldiers'  bounty  bill 58, 

59,  60,  67,  68 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 79 

remarks  on  the  bill  (No.  18)  to  amend  the  en- 
rollment act 82,  83 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  military  inter- 
ference in  elections 95,  101 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 119, 

120,  121,  122,  126,  143,  160,  161, 162,205, 
207,  208,  209,  210,  230,  231,  240,  241,  242, 
246,  250,  251,  255,  723,  724,  746,  749,  753 
remarks  relating  to  naval  supplies,  135,137, 133, 
139,360, 1082, 1520,  2371,  2372,  2405,2414 
remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill. ..289,  361,  362, 
395,  396,  445, 1083,  1178, 1179, 1181, 1182 
■remarks  on  the  resolution  with  regard  to  in- 
vestigating committees 421,  433 

remarks  on" the   bill  for  the  relief  of  Albert 

Brown 462,  463,  464,  698,  G99 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers  481,  G33,  635, 

636,  638,  639, 641,  705,  770,  873,990, 1028, 
2284,  2286,  2288,  2303,  2304,  2305,  2306 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 486, 

483,  492,  900,  904,  907,  937,  938 

remarks  on  the  exclusion  of  colored  persona 

from  the  cars 554,  817 
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Grimes,  James  W.,  a  Senator  from  Iowa — Con- 
timud. 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General... 587,  588,  589,  590,  789,  791 
remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156). ..610,  611, 
614,  6:22,  646,  648,  650,  651,  655,  657,  658 
remarks  on  amending  the  charter  of  George- 
town  720,  721,  722,  723 

remarks  on  appointing  a  warden  to  the  District 

jail - 729,  730 

remarks  on  the  bill  (No.  41)  to  continue  the 

payment  of  bounties 866,  867,  868 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  cotton  spec- 
ulations  982,  983,  1001,  1002 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill. ..1054, 

1056,  1057,  1085,  1088,  1091,  1258 

remarks  on  the   bill   relating  to   the  deaf  and 

dumb  and  the  blind 1108,  1109 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 

1110,  nil,  1113,  1114,  1115,  1131,  1133 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Masonic 

Hall  Association 1136,  1137,  1138,  1139 

remarks  on  the  Metropolitan  railroad  bill,  1140, 

1141,. 3099 

remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  1346, 

1362,  1639,  1842,  1845 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  enlistments  in 

the  seceded  States 1403,  1404 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  transfers  from 

the  Army  to  the  Navy 1434, 

1435,  1436,  1437,  1453,  1519,  1520 

remarks  on  the  naval  appi-npriation   bill,  1524, 

1528,  1562,  1563,  1566,  1567,  1569, 

1570,  1571,  1576,  1610,  1611,  1612 

remarks  on    compensating  tiie    sailors  of  the 

Baron  De  Kalb 1613,  1614 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  volunteer  naval 

appointments 1614,   1015 

remarks  on  the  Fort  Pillow  massacre 1664 

remarks  on  tlie  legislative  appropriation  bill, 

1690,  1691 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of 

Military  Justice,  1803,  1804,  1900,2055,2088 

remarks  on"  the  Army  appropriation  bill. .1806, 

1812, 1813 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  State 

of  Wisconsin... 1847,  2017,  2119,  2623,  2754 

remarks  on  the  curr<,'Mcy  bill 1805, 

1866,    1867,    1868,    1869,    1870,    1874, 

2020, 2021 , 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026, 

2127,  2144,  2145,  2181,2182,2200,2206 

remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  im[)ort 

duties 1921,-  1922,  1929, 

remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

■  bill ..2023,  2024,  2028,  2029,  2054 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  si-rvice  to 

Brazil ....2118,  2373,  2374,  2375,  2435 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relative  to  the  disasters 

on  Red  river : 2219,2220 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs. 

.     E.  M.  Whipple 2280,2281 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  expedite  the  printing  of 

documents 2309,  2310 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  a  bridge  over  the 

Ohio 2344,  2.346 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 2352, 

2353,  2356,  2357,  2358,  2383,  2403 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2440, 

2443,    2444,    2445,    2465,    2466,    2467, 

2468,    2501,   2514,   2516,    2546,    2563, 

2569,    2594,   2626,   2627,    2628,    2630, 

2631,   2632,   2656,    2658,    2663,    2669, 

2698,  2700,  2701,2706,  2709,2711,2712, 

2714,  2730,  2731,2733,  2735,2738,2739, 

2756,  2757,  2759,  2760,  2765,  2770,  3254 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 

city  of  Washington. ..2436,  2512,2543,  2545 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  relief  of  gunboat 

contractors 2653 

2654,  3170,  3171,  3172,  .^73,  3174,  3175 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  csiablish  a  Frcedinen's 

Bureau 2787,  2801,  2931,  2932, 

2935,  2971,  2972,  2973,  2974,  2975,  3299, 

3300,  3304,  3327,  3328,  3331,  3333,  3337 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill.. ..2805,  2807, 

28.32,  3092,  .3094,  3096,  3097, 

3101,  3102,  2103,  3195,  .3206 

remarkaon  the  Indianappropriation  bill,  2872, 

2875,  2876,  2877 

remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas 2904,  2905,  2906 

remarks  on  fortification  bill. ...2924,  2925,  3448 
remarks  on  tiie  Wisconsin  military  road  bill, 
2964,  2965,  2966 
38X41  Co.\(l. — IsT  kSess. 


Grimes,  James  W.,  a  Senator  from  Iowa — Con- 
tinued. 

remarks  on  the  taritFbill 3034, 

3038,  3045,  3051,  3053 
remarks    on    the    inter-continental    telegraph 

bill 3068,  3069,  3071,3072, 

3075,  3118,  3119,  3120,  3122,  2123,  3125 
remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad   bill 3130, 

3131,3133,3136,3137,3191 

remarks  on  the  Cairo  navy-yard  bill 3161, 

3162,  3163,  3164,  3165,  3287,  3288 
remarks  on    the  bill  relating  to   the  Ericsson 

contract 3107,  3168 

remarks  on  civil  appropriation  bill 3225, 

3226,  3227,  3229,  3230,  3231, 

3233,  3257,  3262,  3263,  3264 

remarks   on  the  commercial   intercourse  bill, 

3324 
remarks  on  the  East  Tennessee  railroad  bill, 

3360,  3420 
remarks  on  the  suppression  of  the  Cincinnati 

Enquirer 3375,  3376 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill,  3380, 

3383,  3384,  3386,  3387,  3408,  3461 

remarks  on  providing  for  Pennsylvania  war 

claims 3437,  3438,  3439 

Guardian  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 

bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the. ..1772, 

3116,  3130,  3407,  3410,  3481 

Guei'rillas,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  511)  to  provide  for  the 

more  speedy  punishment  of,  and  for  other 

purposes. 2751,2894, 

2922,  3002,  3029,  3350,  3412,  3416, 
3446,  3459,  3482,  3495,  3497,  3514 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brown »...2922 

Mr.  Carlile 3351 

Mr.  Conness 3417,  3418,  3482 

Mr.  Cowan 3350 

Mr.  Davis 3003,  3029,  3030,  3418 

Mr.  Doolittle 3350,  3351,  3416 

Mr.  Grimes '. 3418 

Mr.  Hendricks ,. 3416,  3417 

Mr.  Howard 1 2922,  2923 

Mr.  Johnson 2923,  3003,  3417 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 3418 

Mr.  McDougall 3417 

Mr.  Sumner 3418,  3482 

Mr.  Trumbull 3030,  3416,  34J7,  3482 

Mr.  Van  Winkle 3417 

Mr.  Willey 3416,  3417 

Mr.  Wilson 2922,  2923,  3002,  3029, 

3030,  3350,  3412,  3416,  3417,  3418,  3459 
Gunboat  Cincinnati,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No. 
21)  relative  to  the  accounts  of  the  petty  of- 
ficers, seamen,  and  others  of  the  crew  of  the 
United  States,  842, 843, 1454, 1614, 1639, 1802 
Gunboats,  bill  (S.  No.  50)  for  the  relief  of  the 
contractors  for  the  machinery  of  the  side- 
wheel,  known  as  double-enders 2081, 

2221,  2653,  3170 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony ,  3170,  3171, 3172,  3174, 3175 

Mr.  Clark 3172,  3175 

Mr.  Cowan 3173 

Mr.  Grimes 2653, 

2654,  3170,  3171,  3172,  3173,  3174,  3175 

Mr.  Hale 2653,  2654,  3170,  3173 

Mr.  Harlan 3174 

Mr.  Flendricks 2653,  3172,3173 

Mr.  Johnson 3172,  3173,  3175 

Mr.  Sherman 3174,  3175 

Mr.  Wilson 3171 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3175 

■'  H. 

Hale,  John  P.,  a  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire  3,  9,  10,  12,  13,  15,  16,  17, 

24,  37,  42,  47,  48,  117, 134, 152, 197,  253, 
262,  360,  388,  434,  460,  480,  536,  553,  581, 
632,  693, 706,  720,  744,  772,  786,  798,  814, 
.  815,810,83^,837,1082,  1108,  1109,  1130, 
125],  1274,  1360,  1361,  1385,  1386,  1416, 
1417,  1434,  1448,  1454,  1479,  1613,  1614, 
1615,  1635,  1660,  1673,  1703,  1704,  1743, 
1746,  1774,  1808,  1840,  1846,  1847,  1801, 
1862,  1863,  1919,  2015,  2081,  2171,  2197, 
2198,  2217,  2218,  2223,  2226,  2277,  2279, 
2282,  2283,  2324,  2347,  2371,  2405,  2436, 
2457,  2459,  2484,  2622,  2652,  2053,  2707, 
2963,  .3001,  3014,  3053,  3088,  3116,  31.30, 
31.38,  3157,  3160,  31G5,  3175,  3176,  3218, 
3219,  8220,  3224,  3285,  3286,  32S7,  3357, 


Hale,  John  P.,  a  Senator  from  New  Hampshire — 
Continued. 

3359,  3360,  3383,  3411,  3412,  3437,  3448, 
3449,  3459,  3462,  3482,  3493,  3495,  3496, 
3497,  3498,  3501,  3539,  3541,  3542,  3546 

resolutions  by 24,  41,  134, 

389,  1130,  1416,  2015,  2170,  2171,3357 
remarks  on  the  credentials  of  the  West  Virginia 

Senators 2 

remarks  on  the  seatof  Hon.  Robert  Wilson,  of 

Missouri 3,  9 

remarks  on  Mr.  Davis's  resolutions 32 

remarks  on  the  charges  with  regard  to  acting  as 

counsel 420,  460 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill , 119, 

125,  204,  247,  753,  754 

remarks  relating  to  naval  supplies 134, 

135,   136,   138,    320,    1454,    2405, 
2411,  2414,  2416,  2417,  3368,  3436 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  Corne- 
lius Vanderbilt 257 

remarks  on  the  resolution  concerning  invest- 
igating committees 388,  435,  437 

remarks  on   the  bill   for  the   relief  of  Albert 

Brown 389,  462,  463,  694,  696 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  members  from 

acting  as  counsel 555,  559,  560 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  156)... .609, 
610,  611,  615,  616,  620,  652,  655,  657,  658 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 792,  796 

remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops 798, 

2285,  2286,  2287,  2288,  2301,  2303,  2304 
remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill. ...1086, 

1087,  1091 
remarks  on  consular  and  diplomatic  bill,  1110 
remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montann,  1364, 

1705,  2349 
remarks  on    the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion  1424,  1442,  1443 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  transfers  from 

the  Army  to  the  Navy 1434, 

1435,  1437,  1453,  1479,  1521 
remarlcs  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  cer- 
tain arsenals 1478 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation   bill,  1523, 

1524,  1525,  1526,  1560,  1501, 

1562,  1569,  1575,  1609,  2283 

remarks    on   compensating  the  sailors   of  the 

Baron  De  Kalb 1613 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  volunteer  naval 

appointments 1614 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  promotions  in 

the  Navy 1615,  1616 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculations  in 

gold 1668,  1669,  1671 

remarks  on    the   repeal   of  the   fugitive    slave 

law ....1715,  1754 

remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill,  1707 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of 

Military  Justice 1803,  2055,  2087 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1866, 

1958,  2143,  2176,  2622 
remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1925,  1932 

remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2022,  2023,  2024 

remarks  relating  to  the  reporting  of  absentees, 

2088,  2089,  2090 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the 

contractors  of  certain  gunboats... .2221,  2222 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  E    M. 

Whipple 2280,2282 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  2279,  2332 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  expedite  the  printina:  of 

documents 2309,  2310,  2326,  2327 

remarks  on  the  credentials  of  the  Senators  from 

Arkansas 2459,336] 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ...2501, 

252S,  2661,  2662,  2710,  2737,  2738 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  land  claims  in 

California 2552,2553 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  publication 

of  the  debates 2588,  2589,  3456,  3545 

remarks  on  the  bill   relating  to  California  land 

titles 2652,  2653 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  gunboat 

contractors 2653,  2654,  3170,  3174 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of 

Wisconsin 2623,  2624 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  military  inter- 
ference in  elections 2963,  3159 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3(W5, 

3009,  3050,  3051 
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remuiks  on  the  Overland  Mail  Company  hill, 

3028,  3064,  3065 

remarks  on  the  ifiter-coniinentnl  icU'grdph  hill, 

3074,  3075,  3076,  3088,  3409 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3088 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  for  the  repenl  of  the 
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1987,  1988 
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remarks  on  the  admission  of  Nevada 788 
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ulations  1001 
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titles ; ....1311,  1312,  1313,2653 

remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  1361, 

1362,  2348 
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remarks  on  the  ami^ndinent  of  the  Constitu- 
tion  1425,  1437,  14.39,  1440,  1487 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo-sepli 

Ford 1636,  1637 
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2624.  2696,  2697,2698*2728,  2729,  27.30, 

2752,  2753,  2754,  2927,  2928,  2929,  29.30 
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2240.  2249 
remarks  on  the  land  grunt  for  Iowa  railroads, 

2325,2326 

rcmarkson  the  Pucific  railrond  bill 2355, 

23.58, 2376, 2377,  2379, 2380, 2381 ,  2383, 2395, 

2.396, 2397,  2398,  2400,  2401, 2402,  2403,  2419 

remarks  cm  the  hill  to  nincnd  the  charter  of  the 

city  of  WusihiiiL'toii 2512,  2545 

remarks  on  the  tiill  concerning  lands  claims  in 
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remarks  on  the  college  rancho  bill 2651, 
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remarks    on    the    Indian    appropriation     bill, 

2847,  2848,  2849,  2850,  2872, 

2874,  2875,  2876,  2877,  2878 

remarks  on  the  Wisconsin  military  road  bill, 

2963,  2964,  2965 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 

Bureau 2966,  2973,  3303,  3327 
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3069,  3073,  3076,  3077 
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remarks  on   the  bill  providing  bail  in  certain 
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remarks  relating  to  rooms  for  the  Agricultural 

Department 3413,  3414,  3415 

remarks  on  final  adjournment 3508, 

3510,  3511,  3513 
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1129,  1174,  1226,  1227,  1258,  1381, 
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2238,2323,  2324,  2457,  2458,  2664,  2707, 
2777,  2796,  2818,  2894,  2895,  2924,  3188, 
.3218,  3291,  3322,  3410,  3411,  3495,  3544 
remarks  on   the   bill   to  increase  the  pay  and 

bounty  of  volunteers 57,  58,  60 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  14). ..77, 80 

remarks  on  the  con.scription  bill 157, 
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1054,  1056,  1258 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ..1612 

remarks  on  tl\e   bill   prohibiting  speculations 

in  gold.... 1650,  1668,  1669,  1672 
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rectionary districts.. ..1665,  1666,  3266,  3292 
remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill. ..2381,  2382 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..2441, 2459, 
2467,  2468,  2487,  2490,  2496,  2498,  2546, 
2548,  2633,  2657,  2658,  2659,  2660,  2661, 
2669,  2705,  2730,  2731,  2732,  2733,  2764 
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remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3032, 

3033,  3047,  3051,  3052,  3053 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  Pennsylva- 
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remarks  on  the  bill  relatins:  to  "courts  in  north- 
ern New  York...3541,  3542,3543, 3544, 3545 
Harrison,  RebeccJi  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .3455 
Hastings,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of... 2239, 3454 
Haun,  C.  A.,  bill  for  the   relief  of  the  widow 
of.. .2274,  2279,  3062,  3169,  3410,  3444,  3514 

Hawes,  M.  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 3126 

Hebard,  Captain  Daniel,  joint  resolution  author- 
izing the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of.. 1636, 
3188,  3299,  3452,  3462,  3492,  3497,  3501 
Henderson,    John    B.,   a    Senator   from     Mis- 
souri  » 3,  24,  83, 

86,  145,  219,  253,  262.  273,  275,  5.39,  586, 
671,879, 1226, 1771, 1841, 1842^2050,2299, 
2326,  2376,  2484,  2800,  3446,  3498,  3503 
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remarks  on  the  inquii-y  relating  to  the  arrest  of 

soldiers  in  Missouri 14lf 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 163 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  .35). ...219,  220 
remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill. ..362,  363,  922 
ri'marks  on  death  of  Hon.  John  W.  Noell,424 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Shepherd 

&  Caldwell ...y.. 671,  672 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculations  in 

gold 1640,  1670,  1671 

remarks   on  the   repeal  of  the   fugitive  slave 

law 1710 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1866,  1867, 

1868, 1869, 1870, 1871 , 1874. 1891, 1989, 1990, 

2123,2125,2126,2127,2128,2143,2144,2145, 
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remarks  on  printing  the  re[)ortofa  military  ootn- 
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plies  137 
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of  office 278 
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remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  1705. 

1745,  1842 
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-  Enqiirer 3377,3378 
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remarks  relating  to  rooms  for  the  Agricultural 

Department 3414,3415 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  punishmetit  of  guer- 

I'illas 3416,3417 

remarks  on  providing  for  Pennsylvania  war 

claims 3439,3440,3443 

remarks  on  final  adjournment,  3505, 3508,  3513 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  for  printing  the  de- 

Ijatcs 3545,  3546 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 3224 

Hichborn,Charles  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  2866, 
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Hicks,   Thomas    H.,   a    Senator   from    Mary- 
land  36,262 

credentials,  of  presented 262 

remarks  on  the  soldiers'  bounty  bill .1]7 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  Com- 
modore Ringgold 435 

romurks  on    the  bill   relative  to  voting  in  the 

city  of  Washington 2545 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Pref'dinen's 

Bureau 2970,3336 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3263 

remarks  on  the  bill  providingfor  Pennsylvania 

war  claims 3373,  3440,  3440 

remarks  on  claims  for  Army  supplit-s 3500 

Hoffman,  Ida,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2457, 

■  -2600,  3415,  3444,  3483 
Home  for  Friendless  Women  and  Children,  bill 

to  incorporate  the 1491   15^2 

2050,  2239,  2484,  2600,  2878,"  2963,  30~04 

Homestead  law,  bill  ain.Midiifcn-y  (.ftha 2]9, 

360,  388,  1176,  1209,  1228 

Honfiesteads,  bill  (No.  276)  to  secure  to  persons 

in  the  military  or  naval  servii'c  of  the  United 

Stales,  on  confiscated    or  fiu-fi'iicd   estates  in 

insurrectionnry  districts 2239,  2279,  3116 

bill  (S.  No.  74)  to  s.'cuiv,  to  p.rsons  in  the 
military  servici;  of  tin-  Uniied  State,s,343,  2457 
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Hospital,  bill  to  incorporate  the  Providence,  in 

the  District  of  Colurrjbia 360, 

435,  727,  1454,  1491,  1523 
bill  (No.  504)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
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bill  (S.  No.  308)  repealing  so  mucii  of  an  act 
to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
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3086,  3175,  3415,  3444,  3483 

joint  resolution   (S.  No.  70)  to  authorize  the 

acquisition  of  certain  larid  for  the  use  of  the 

Government,  for  the  insane 3160, 

3169,  3415,  3444,  3483 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  554)   to  provide  for   the   im- 
provement of  the  grounds  of  the  Govern- 
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bill  (No.  367)  to  provide  for  the  collection  of, 
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1454,  1888,  1919,  2017 

bill  relating  to  the  admission  of  patients  to  the, 

for  the  insane  in  the  Districtnf  Columbia,  153, 

262,  343,  361,  421 

Hospitals, jointresohuion  (S.No.  79)  to  increase 

the  compensation  of  matrons  in  the 3546 

Hour  of  meeting 3,  3116,  3137 

Howard,  Jacob  M,  a  Senator  from  Michigan, 

67,   68,   75,    100,   146,    257,    263,    289, 

387,  435,  5.52,  583,  584,  585,  644,  719, 

772,  836,  837,  880,  921, 1000,  1130,  1176, 

1207,  1251,  1362,  14G5,  1466,  1477,  1636, 

•1703,  1813,  1900,  2014,  2171,  2218,  2248, 

2325,  2350,  2374,  2375,  2376,  2392,  2394, 

2405,  24]  6,  2458,  2551,  2622,  2696,  2727, 

2777,  2778,  2781,  2818,  2819,  2820,  2843, 

2879,  2907,  2908,  3044,  3126,  3129,  3289 

resolutions  by. ...100, 118,  263,  837,  1130,  1662 

remarks  on  the- cons"*-,ripiion  bill,  119, 126,  162, 

203,  204,  209,  224,  225,  228,  229,  231,247, 

248,  251,  255,  256,  748,  750,,  751,  752,  756 

remarks   on    the    proposed    expulsion    of  Mr. 

Davis,  146,  178,  254,  343,  344,  349,  391,  392 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  tlie  oath 

of  office ...'294 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 591,  791,  797 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156),  619,.622 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  military  inter- 
ference in  elections. ...622,  1207,  1235,  1236, 
1258,  2963,  3158,  3159,  3192,  3193,  3326 
(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops 641, 

821,  823 
remarks  on  tliePacific  railroad  bill. ..921,  1703, 
1802,  1900,  2171,  2279,  2327,  2331,  2332, 
2351,  2.352,  23r.3,  2354,  2355,  2356,  2357, 
2358,  2376,  2377,  2378,  2379,  2380,  2381, 
2382,  2383,  2384,  2395,  2396,  2397,  2398, 
2399,  2400,  2401,  2402,  2403,  2404,  2417, 
2418,  2419,  2420,  2421,  2422,  2423,  2424 

remarks  on  the  Minnesota  land  grant 961, 

962,  1034,  1988,  1989 
remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill. ...1057, 

1258 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Masonic 

Hall  Association 1137,  1139 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  promote  enlistments,  1182 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating   to  transfers  from 

the  Army  to  the  Navy 1436 

remarks  on  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution, 
1448,  1457,  1465,  14S8 
remarks  on  the  bill  forthe  esiablishnnent  of  cer- 
tain arsenals .1478,  1479,  1522 

remarks  on  the  Fort  Pillow  massacre 1662, 

1663,  1664,  1665,  1673 
remarks  on   the   repeal   of  the   fugitive  slave 

law 1782 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1865,  1866, 

1872,  1898,  1900,  1957,  1958,  1959,  2143 
remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1932 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  Certain  assay 

offices 1952 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the 

Navajo  captives 2173,  2174 

reinarks  on  the  credetilials  of  the  Senator  frotn 

Arkansas 2392,  2458,  2459 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2j33, 

25G0,  2593,  2Ca«,  2-;  65,  2770,  '•2.'')5 


Howard,  Jacob  M.,  a  Senator  from  Michigan — 
Continued. 
•remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  wagon  roads  in 

Michigan 2818,  2819 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2878 
remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas 2902,2903,  2904,  2905,  2907 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the   punish- 
ment of  guerrillas 2922,  2923 

remarks  on  the  con.scription  bill 3092, 

3194,  3197,  3199,  3200,  3203,  3204,  3206 
remarks  on  the  House  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 

fugitive  slave  laws 3127,  3129,  3177,  3178 

remarks  on  the  Cairo  navy-yard  bill,  3161,-3162 
remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3257, 
3258,  3261,  3262,  3263,  3265 
remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  438), 
3289,  3291,  3292 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  u  Freedmen's 

Bureau 3300,  3301 

Howard,  Major  General  Oliver  0.,  joint  resolu- 
tion (S.  No.  3)  expressive  of  the  thanks  of 
Congress  to  Major  General  Joseph  Hooker, 
Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  and,  and 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the 

Potomac 17,  134,257,  343,  361,  421 

Howe,  Timoihy  O.,  a  Senator  from  Wiscon- 
sin  16,  48,  76,  117,  118,  119,  144,  210, 

253,  273,  360,  387,  420,  435,  481,  520, 
536,  581,  631,  643,  670,  788,  789,  864,  895, 
924,  1045,  1154,  1207,  1344,  1386,  1402, 
1404,  1476, 1479,  1607,  1639,  1683,  1840, 
1842,  1887,  1985,  2051,  2052,  2082,  2139, 
2171,  2197,  2274,  2276,  2324,  2372,  2384, 
2510,  2545,  2778,  2787,  2907,  2908,  2965, 
3028,  3062,  3157,  3266,  3337,  3388,  3411, 
3441,  3446,  3455,  3462,  3497,  3505,  3544 

resolutions  by 253,  420,  481 

remarks  on  the  soldiers'  bounty  bill 59, 

•  60,  62,  64,  67,  68 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  14). ..78,  79 
remarks  on  the  bill  (No.    18)   to   amend   the 

enrollment  act 84,  86 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 121, 

122,  124, 125, 127,  159,  161,  201,  204,  209, 

210,  221,  225, 226,  227,  230,  231,  245,  246, 

247,243,249,250,  251,  747,  748,  749,  750 

remarks  on  the   proposed  expulsion    of   Mr. 

Davis 147 

remarks  on  the  Wisconsin  draft  riots 152 

remarks  on  the  amendment  of  joint  rules 199 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  A.  Brown,  462, 
463,  464,  644,  645,  646,  694,  695,  697.  698 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  equalize  tlie  pay  of  sol- 
diers.....  481, 

563,  632,  633,  642,  872,  2284,  2285,  2286 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 487, 

492,  493,  908 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 588,  589,  794 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 610, 

611,657,658 

remarks  on  the  Minnesota  land  grant,  923,  924, 

962, 963,  964,  966,  967,  968, 

969,  1030,  1033,  1034,  1035 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill 1086, 

1088,  1089,  1090,  1091,  1258,  1283 

remarkson  the  amendment  of  the  Constiiution, 

1405,  1445,  1446 

(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to   establish  certain  assay 

offices 1772,  1773,  1774 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Slate  of 

Wisconsin 1847,  1863, 

1864,  2052,  2053,  2054,  2119,  2120, 

2121,  2623,  2696,  2697,  2698,  2727, 

2729,  2752,  2754,  2926,  2929,  2930 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill,  1889,  1898,  2180 

remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1921,  1922,  1923 

remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volnnteeis 

bill 2028,  2029 

remarks  relating  to  reporting  of  absentees,  2089 
remarks  on  the  District  registration  bill. ..2243 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  expedite  the  printing  of 

documents 2308,  2309,  2310 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  2332,  2383 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2438, 

2439,  2440,  2441,  2442,  2443,  2444, 
2445,  2446,  2447, 2460,  2463,  2464,  2490, 
2494,  2495,  2515,  2557,  2559,  2560,  2589, 
2599,2699,2700.  2701,  2702,  2703,  2714 
remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  land  cliuin.-i  in 
California 2552.2667 
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Howe,Timoiliy  O.,  ii  Senator  from  Wisconsin — 
Continued. 
ffmarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  FreedmcnJs 

Bureau 2803,2804, 

2971,  3302,  3304,  3330,  3331,  3332,  3337 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2833, 

3092,  3093,  3096,  3098,  3199,  3204 

remarks  on  llie  Army  appropriation  bill. ..2845, 

2851,  2Si2,  2853,  2879 

remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas 2905 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3035,  3044 

remarks  on  the  inter-continental  telegraph  bill, 

3073,  3074,  3122 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  representation,  3364, 

33G5,  3367,  3368 

Hubbell,  William  Wheeler,  joint  resolution  (No. 

51)  relative  to  the  claim   and  letters  patent 

of 1345,  1660,  2599,  26G4,  2778 

Hyde,  Mary  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2274, 

2279,  2866 
I. 
Idaho,  the  Territory  of;  bill  (S.  No.  268)  for  in- 
creased facilities  of  telegraphic  communica- 
tion between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  States 

and 2139,2324, 

2457,  3001,  3221,  3446,  3492,  3497,  3500 
bill  (S.  No.  277)  making  a  grant  of  lands  to 
Dakota  and,  in  alternate  seciions,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  cer- 
tain Territories  to  connect  with  the  railroad 

system  of  Minnesota 2274,  2751 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  486)  to  amend  an  act  to  pro- 
vide a  temporary  government  for 2796, 

2818,  2824,  2921,  2963,  3190 
(See  Ttlegraph.) 
1  111  nois,  bill  (S.  No.  57)  declaring  til  e  assent  of  Con- 
gress loan  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale 

of,  therein  named 173, 198,  200,  221,  238 

Inimigration,billto(<ncouraire,  719, 865,896, 1802, 
2510,  3292,  3368,  3388,  3495,  3544,  3547 

Indian  Affairs,  the  Committee  on v. 16 

instructions  to 1523,  2458,  3500 

reports  from 420,  880,  960,  1154,  1402, 

1523,  1608,  1683,  177J,  2014,  2117,2405, 
3001,  3086,  3183,  3219,  3322,  3482,  3495 

adverse  reports  from 1310, 

1402,  1683,  2117,  2171,  2586,  2650 

{lischarofed  from   subji'cts 1683, 

1919,  2117,  2239,  2274,  3219,  3285,  3481 
Indian  affau's,  bill  (S.  No.  80)  to  provide  for  the 

belter  organization  of,  in  California 360, 

1154,  1184,  1209,  1364,  1402,  1416,  1523 
Indian  agent — see  Salary. 

Indian  captives,  bill  (S.  No.  226)   to  aid  in  the 

settlement,  subsistence,  and  sufiport  of  the 

Navajo,  upon  areservaiion  in  the  Territory 

of  New  Mexico,  1523,2172,  3360,3.378,3444 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Collamer 2173 

Mr.  Conness 2173 

Mr.  Doolitile 2172,2173,2174 

Mr.  Fessendcn 2172 

Mr.  Howard 2173,  2174 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2174 

Indian  department,  bill  (No.  240)  makingappro- 
priations  for  the  current  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipu- 
lations with    various   Indian   tribes,  for   the 

your  ending  Juno  30,  1865 2392, 

2751,  2845,  2869,  3077,  3190,  3360 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brown 2869,  2871,  2876,  3077 

Mr.  Chandler 3077 

Mr.  Conness 2877 

Mr.  Doolitile 2845,  2846, 

2847,  2848,  2849,  2850,  2869,  2870, 
2871,  2873,  2874,  2877,  2878,  3077 

Mr.  FcBsenden 2751, 

2849,  2850,  2877,»2878 

Mr.  Foot 2869 

Mr.  Grimes 2872,  2875,  2876,  2877 

Mr.  Harlan 2847,  2848,  2849, 

2850,  2872,  2874,  2875,  2876,  2877,  2878 

Mr.  Hendricks 2877 

Mr.  Howard 2878 

Mr.  Johnson 284G,  2847,  2848, 

2849,  287],  2872,  2873,  2877,  2878,  3077 

f     Mr.  Lane,  of  Kniisas 2850,  2851, 

2869,  2870,  2871,  2875,  287G,  2877,  2878 

Mr.  Nesmith 2875,  2876 

Mr.  Pomcroy 284 G, 

2847.  284rt,  2849,28.'")0,  2851,  2870,  2871, 
2872,  2tt73,  2874,  2875,  2870,  2877,  2878 


Indian  department,  bill  (No.  240)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  current  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1865 — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Sherman 2845, 

2846,  2848,  2871,  2872,  2873 

Mr.  Sumner 2849 

Mr.  Trumbull 2848,2849 

Mr.  Wilkinson 2847,  2875,  2876,  2877 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2877,  2878 

Indian  depredations,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  377)  making 
appropriations  for  the  payment  of  tlie  awards 
made  by  the  commissioners  appointed  under 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  for  damages 
sustained  by  reason  of  the  depredations  and 
injuries  by  certain  bands  of  Sioux  Indians, 
2016,  2050,  2343,  2447,  2458,  2484 
Indian  hostilities,  bill  (S.  No.  205)  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  the 
Governor  of  Minnesota,  or  his  authorized 
agent,  the  further  costs,  charges,  and  ex- 
penses incurred  in  suppressing,  within  that 
State,  and  upon   its    borders,   in    the   year 

1862 1331,1344 

Indian  refugees,  bill  (S.  No.  198)  to  aid  the,  to 
return  to  their  homes  in  the  Indian  terri- 
tory  1274,  1402,  2016,  2050,  2117 

Indian  regiments,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers 

of  the  fourlh  and  fifth 12,  24, 

3157,  3322,  »370,  3481 
Indian  reservations,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  220)  to  va- 
cate and  sell  the  present,  in  Uiah  Territory, 
and  to  settle  the   Indians  in  the   Uinta  val- 
ley   1000,  100],  1460,  2017,  2050,  2139 

Indians:  bill  (S.  No.  47)  to  authorize  th%  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  to  issue  Sioux 
half-breed  certificates  or  scrip  to  certain  per- 
sons therein  named 145,  2117 

bill  (S.  No.  90)  to  provide  for  the  employment 
of  the  Sioux  Indian  captives  in  the  military 

service  of  the  United»Siates 435,  1107 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  32)  for  the  removal  of 
refugee,  in   Kansas,  to  their   homes  in  the 

Indian  country 921 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  33)  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  pay  to  the  Chip- 
pewa, Ottawa,  and  Pottawatomie,  residing 
in  Michigan  the  sum  of  $192,850. ..1109,  3482 
bill  (S.  No.  186)  for  the  relief  of  the  Peorias, 
Piankeshaw,  Kaskaskia,  and  Wea.of  Kan- 

'sas 1154,  1207,  3219 

bill  (S.  No.  202)  making  an  appropriation  for 
theOttawaand  Chippewa, of  iVIichigan.. 1310 
bill  (S.  No.  219)    for  the  relief  of  the   Wea, 
Peoria,  Kaskaskia, and  Piankeshaw,  of  Kan- 
sas  1454,2405 

bill  (S.  No.  225)  fortherelief  of  certain  friend- 
ly, of  the  Sioux  nation  in  Minnesota... 1477, 

2014,  2222 
bill   (S.  No.  261)   for  the  benefit  and   belter 

management  of  the 1945,  2117 

bill  (No.  377)  making  appropriations  for  the 
payment  of  the  awards  made  by  the  Gom- 
missioners  appointed  under  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  for  damages  sustained  by 
reason  of  the  depredations  and  injuries  by 

certain  bunds  of  Sioux 2016, 

2050,  2343,  2437,  2458,  2484 
bill  (No.  193)  for   the  benefit  and  better  man- 
agement of  the 2050,  2117 

biir(No.  425)  for  the  relief  of  the  Wea,  Peoria, 
Kaskaskia,   and    Piankeshaw,   of  Kansas, 

2050,  3219 

bill   (No.  441)  providing  for  the  removal    of 

corlain  stray    bands   of,  from    the  State  of 

Wisconsin..- 2050,3219 

bill  (No.  442)  to  authorize  thePresidentof  the 
United  States  to  negotiate  with  certain,  of 
Middle  Oregon  for  a  relinquishment  of  cer- 
tain rights  secured  to  them  by  treaty. ..2050, 
3086,3157,3407,3410,3481 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  52)  to  appoint  com- 
missioners to  the  hostile  tribes  of,  on   the 

upper  Missouri, 2117 

bill  (S.  Na.  294)  for  the   better  protection  of 

the  tribal  rights  and  interests  of  the 2624 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  68)  securing  payment 
to  the  Delaware  and  Pottawatomie  Indians 
for  lands  .sold  to  the  Leavenworth,  Pawnee, 
and  Western  Railroad  Company,  now  known 
as  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company, 
easicin  divison 3062 


Indians — Continued. 

bill    (S.   No.  327)    for   the   relief  of  Thomas 
Richardville,  and  other  Indiana  Miami,  now 

residing  in  the  State  of  Kansas 3188 

bill  (No.  194)  for  the  benefit  of  half-breeds  and 
mixed-bloods  of  the  Winnebago   tribe   of, 
3481,3491,3495 
Indian  superintendency,  bill  (S.  No.  59)  extend- 
ing the  limits  of  the  northern 197, 

960,  1130,  3541 
Indian  title,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  222)  to  extinguish 
the,  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Utah  suit- 
able for  agricultural  and  mineral  purposes, 

2050,  2117 
Indian  tribes,  bill  (No.   25)    to   authorize    the 
President  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Kla- 
math, Modoc,  and   other,  in  southeastern 

Oregon 48,  420, 

938,  961,  1228,  1248,  1257,  1310 
bill  (S.  No.  120)  to  amend  an  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the,  and  to  pre- 
serve peace  on  the  frontiers 669, 

880,  887,  1053, 1109,  1130 
Indictment,  bill  (No.  274)  in  relation  to  the  compu- 
tation of  time  within  which  an,  may  be  found 
against  persons  charged  with  crimes  against 
the  laws  oftheUniled  States, 2778, 2781, 3183 
Indictments — see  Courts. 

Insane  asylum,  bill  for  improving  the  sewerage 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  supplying 

the,  with  Potomac  water 55 

Insane,  bill  relating  to  the  admission  of  patients 
to  the  hospital  for  the,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia  153,262,343,361,421 

Inspector  of  steamboats,  bill  (No.  426)  to  create 
an  atiditional  supervising,  and  two  local  in- 
spectors of  steamboats  for  the  collection  dis- 
trict of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  two  local 
inspectors  for  the  collection  district  of  Ore- 
gon  1864,1865, 

2371,  2436,  2484,  2635,  2696,  2727,  2879 
Insurance  company,  bill  to  incorporate  an,  in  ihe 

city  of  Washington 1082,1416,3138 

Interest,  joint  resolution  (No.  37)  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate 

the  payment  of,  on  the  public  debt 990,  ' 

999,  1023,  1045,  1136,  1139,  1209 
Interior  Department,  calls  for  information  from 

the 253,880, 

1045,  1227,  1416,  1454,  2082,  2274,  2496 

communications  from  ihe 14,  95,  524,  631, 

960,  1107,  1247, 1416, 1434, 1607, 1703, 1743, 

1900,1918,2170,2777,2795,3219,  3408,  3546 

Internal  revenue — see  Revenue. 

International,  bill  (S.  No.  214)  relative  to  the 

steamboat,  on  the  Red  River  of  the  North, 

1402 

Invalid  and  other  pensions,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  33) 

making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of, 

of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  the 

.    30th  June,  1865 48,  75,  361,  460 

Invalid  corps,  bill  to  organize  the,  of  the  Army, 

1130,  1207 
Investigating  committees,  resolution  relating  to 

the  taking  of  testimony  before 388, 

420,  421,  425,  435 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Dooliitle,  388,  420,  421,  436,  437,  438 

Mr.  Foster .■ ^437 

Mr.  Grimes 425,438 

Mr.  Hale 388,  435,437 

Mr.  Sherman 388,  437 

Mr.  Trumbull... 421,  437,  438 

Iron  dads:  joint  rcsolutitw  (No.  95)  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  amend  the  con- 
tract with  John  Ericsson  for  the  construction 
of  two  impregnable  floating  batteries ,  the  Dic- 
tator and  the  Puritan 3086, 

3088,  3116,  3166,  3170,  3219,  3360 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 3167 

Mr.  Dixon 3167 

Mr.  Foster 31G8 

Mr.  Grimes 3167,3168 

Mr.  Hale 3166,  3167,  3168,  3170 

Mr.  Hendricks 31G6,  31G8 

Mr.  Johnson 3167,3168 

Mr.  Sherman 3167 

J. 

Jameson,  W.  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  3188,3454 
John  Martin,  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a 

register  to  the  steam  vessel 1771, 

1802,  1842,  1860,  1885 
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Johnson,  C.  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 3169, 

3481,  3491 

Johnson,  James  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 3062 

Johnson,  Revordy,  a  Senator  from  Maryland,  3, 
9,  14,  24,  41,  42,  55,  67,  68,  85,  86,  93, 
100,117,  118,  134,  137,  152,  197,  198,219, 
220,232,  253,  262,  319,  360,  420,  434,  435, 
466, 521,  536,  539,  552,  553,  581,  584,  586, 
606,608,  671,  693,  694,  695,  720,  :;;3,  726, 
727,  789,  814,  815,  816,  867,  887,  936, 
1000,  1022,  1081,  1130,  1138,  1139,  1154, 
1162,  1174,  1175,  1184,  1257,  1344,  1345, 
1405,  1419,  1454,  1558,  1608,  1615,  1616, 
1635,  1685,  1703,  1704,  1772,  1806,  1946, 
2015,  2050,  21li),  2218,  2323,  2347,  2436, 
2456,  2484,2510,  2511,2521,  2545,  2621, 
2622,  2625,  2664,  2665,  2819,  2820,  2852, 
2907,  2923,  2929,  3086,  3156,  3160,  3219, 
3224,  3407,  3440,  3446,  3461,  3462,  3488, 
3493,  3408,  3501,  3539,3540,  3541,  3542 

resolutions  b^ '. 671, 

1345,  1454,  2484,  2625,  3219 
remarks  on  the  i^xchunge  of  prisoners.. ..2830 
remarks  on  the  enarges  against  Mr.  Hale. ..41 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath 

of  office 49,  278,  281,  290,  328 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  14).  .76,  77,  79 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill,  120,  121, 122, 

125',  141,  142,  160,  161,  200,  201,  203,207, 

208,  221,  226,  227,  231,  232,  244,  245,248, 

249,  251,  255,  256,  257,  723,  751,  752,  753 

remarks    on  the   proposed   expulsion  of  Mr. 

Davis 147,  347,  349,  350,  391 

remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill 362, 

394,395,396,  1176,  1181,  1183,  1184,  1208 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 462, 

491,  905,  906 

remarks  on  an  emancipation  petition 538 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  members   of 

Congress,  &c.,from  acting  as  counsel. ..555, 

557,558,562 

remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops 566, 

632,633,  634,  635,  636,  639,  705,  818, 
■     820,  822,  990,  1028,  1029,  1030,  2287, 
2288,  2289,   2302,  2303,  2304,  2305 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General... 587,  590,  593,  594,  791,  796 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) v.. 611, 

612,  618,  619,  620,  646, 
649,  650,  654,  655, 1053 
remarks  on  amending  the  charter  of  George- 
town  721,722,723 

remarks  en  iheappointment  of  a  warden  to  the 

District  jail 728,  729,  787 

remarks  on  the  exclusion  of  colored  persons 

from  the  cars 817 

remarks   on    the    disqualification    of  color  in 

carrying  the  mails 841 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 882,  883,  885 

•     remarks  on  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  898,  899 
remarks  on  the  Minnesota  land  grant,  963, 1031 
remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  cotton  specu- 
lations  984 

remarks  on  the  gold  bill 1023, 

1047,  1048,  1050,  1052 
remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill.. ..1057, 

1086,  1087 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 

1093,  nil,  H14,  1115,  1117 

remarkson  the  Metropolitan  railroad  bill,  1141, 

1142,1156,  1157,1158 

remarks  ob  the  bill  concerning  landlords  and 

tenants UGl,  1162 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  military   inter- 
ference in  elections 1235 

1276,  1283,  2223,  3158,  3159,  3192,  3l'93 
remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  California  land 

"ties , 1312 

remarks  on  theorganizution  of  Montana. ..1345, 
1362,  1363,  1364 
remarks  on   the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion  1370,  1406,  1419,  1421 

remarks  on   the   bill   for  the  establishment  of 

certain  arsenals 1478,  1479 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  1523, 

1.524,  1525,  1568,  1570,1611 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  tiie  relief  of  Joseph 

^"ord ■ 1636,  1637 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibititi"-  speculations  in 

gold 1644, 1650,  1C68,  1671,  1672,  2930 

remarks  on  the  Port  Pillow  maMsacre 1663, 

1664,  1673 

remarks  on  h^gi.slalivo  approprijition  liill,]686, 

1688,  ir.91,-«1692,  1707,  1708 


Johnson,  Reverdy,  a  Senator  from  Maryland — 
Continued. 
remarks  on  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive   slave 

law 1710,  1711, 

1712,  1713,  1714,  1715,  1748,  1749,  1754 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of 

Military  Justice 1804 

remarks  on  currency  bill 1892,  1894,  J955, 

1956, 1958,  1989,  2021,  2122,^123, 
2125, 2126,  2132,  2145,  2146,  2147, 
2148,2155,  2174,  2178,  2179,  2180, 
2181,  2182,  2184,  2201,  2203,  2206 
remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1922, 

1924,  1925,  ^929,  1930,  1931,  1933 
remarks  on  the  San  Ramon  land  grant.. ..1986, 

1987,  1988 
remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2022, 

2023,  2025,  2026,  2027,  2028,  2054 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  a  consti- 
tutional quorum 2084,  2085,  2086 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  proceedings  in 

criminal  cases 2198,  2199 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  the  military 

position  of  General  Blair 2277 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  a  bridge  over  the 

Qhio 2345,  2346 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  service  to 

Brazil 2374,2375 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  l)ill 2351, 

2352,  2353,  2382,  2383,  2403,  2423 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 

city  of  Washington. ..2436,  2543,  2544,  2545 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2438, 

2440,  2441,  2462,  2468,  2469,  2470, 
2486,  2487,  2488,  2489,  2490,  2497,  2498, 
2499,  2500,  2514,  2516,  2517,  2518,  2520, 
2522,  2523,  2524,  2525,  2526,  2546,  2549, 
2550,  2551,  2559,  2560,  2567,  2591,  2592, 
2593,  2594,  2606,  2628,  2529,  2631,  2633, 
2635,  2656,  2657,  2658,  2660,  2661,  2662, 
2665,  2666,  2667,  2668,  2670,  2709,  2711, 
2713,  2730,  2731,  2735,  2738,  2740,  2754, 
2757,  2758,  2759,  2762,  2763,  3254,  3255 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  continued 

publication  of  the  debates 2589, 

2784,  2785,  2786 
remarks  on  the  college  rancho  bill. ..2779,  2780 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  81) 2782, 

2783,  2784,  2923 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of 

,        Freedmen's  Afiairs....2803,  2932,  2934,  3337 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2804, 

2805,  2808,  2824,  2832,  2833,  3088,  3091, 

3092,»3094,  3101,  2102,  2103,  3195,  3196 

remarks  on  commercial  intercourse  bill. ..2821, 

2822 

remarks   on    the   Indian    appropriation    bill, 

2846,  2847,  2848,  2849,  2871, 

2872,  2873,  2877,  2878,  3077 

remafks  on  the  bill  relating  to  land  claims  in 

California 2867,  2868 

remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas 2896,  2899,  2900,  2901 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 2925 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
ment of  guerrillas 2923,3003,3417 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 

fugitive  slave  laws 2963, 

3176,  3177,  3178,  3191 
remarks  on  Wisconsin  military  road  bill,  2965 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3005, 

3006,  3007,  3013,  3031,  3033,  3034,  3037, 

3038,  3039,  3040,  3041,  3042,  3043,  3044, 

3045,  3046,  3047,  3049,  3051,  3053,  3368 

remarks  on  Overland  Mail  Company  bill,  3064, 

3065 
remarks   on    the    inter-continental    telegraph 

bill 3074,  3076,"3077,  3120,  3121 

remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill 3135,  3137 

remarks  on  the  Ericsson  contract. ...3167,  3168 
remark^  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 

gunboat  contractors 3172,3173,3175 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3228, 
3229,  3230,  3235,  3237,  3238,  3257,  3262 

remarks  on  claims  for  Army  supplies 3418, 

3419,  3499,  3500 
remarks  on  House  conscription  bill, 3484,  3485 

Jones,  Deborah,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2274, 

2279,  3086 

Jonee,  John  T.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1840, 

2117,3413 


Judicial  district,  bill  (S.  No.  107)  to  establish  an 

additional,  in  the  State  of  New  York 539 

bill  (S.  No.  131)  to  consolidate  into  one,  for 
judicial  purposes,  the  northern  and  southf  rn 

districts  of  California 786,  1476 

bill  (No  513)  to  detach  the  counties  of  Calhoun 
and  Branch  from  the  western,  and  annex  the^ 
same  to  the  eastern,  of  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan  2778,  2781,  2962,  3002,  3190 

Judicial  districts,  bill  (S.  No.  256)  to  change  and 
define  the  boundaries  of  the  eastern  and 
western,  of  Virginia,  and  to  alter  the  names 
of  said  districts.  .1861, 1919,  2778, 2796, 2894 

Judiciary,  the  Committee  on  the 16,  460 

instructions  to 3,  9, 

•         24, 37,  41, 48, 100, 118,  606, 1331, 1621 

report8from...319,460,553,586,  786,  999, 1130, 

1416,  1476,1660,  1861,2299,2324,2457, 

2622,  2796,  2962,  3188,  3.322,  3339,  3360 

adverse  reports  from 319,  693,  1476,  1607, 

1608,  1661,  1743,  2622,  3188,  3285,  3339 

discharged  from  subjects 275, 

319,387,420,  "553,  693,1107,1247,  1454. 

2051,  2218,  2457,  2622,  2962,  3188,  3339 

K. 

Keenan,  James,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  63) 

to  settle  the  account  of,  late  consul  at  Hong 

Kong,  China 2274, 

2279,  2371,  2437,  2510,  2545,  2696 

Kellogg,  Mary,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 3126, 

3188,  3219,  3370,  3481 
Kendall,  B.   F.,  bill   for  the   relief  of  the  estate 

of. 2050,  2117,  3339,  3340,  3378,  3481 

L. 
La  Manche,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of 
the  French  ship. ..896,  921,  1209,  1228,  1247 
Land  claims,  bill  to  amend  an  act  confirming  cer- 
tain, in  the  State  of  Michigan 387 

bill  (S.  No.  238)  for  the  settlement  of  private, 

in  California 1683, 

2171,  2552,  2842,  2866,  2922,  2962,  3087 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Buickalew 2553 

Mr.  Carlile 2552, 

2553,  2843,  2866,  2867,  2869,  2962,  3087 

Mr.  Collamer 2552,  2867 

Mr.  Conness 2552,  2553,  2,554, 

2843,  2844,  2867,  2868,  2922,  2962,3087 

Mr.  Davis 2843 

Mr.'  Doolittle 2868,  3087 

Mr.  Fessenden 2554,  2844 

Mr.  Foot 2962,  3087 

Mr.  Grimes 2866,  2867 

Mr.  Hale 2552,2553 

Mr.  Harlan 2553,2554 

Mr.  Hendricks .-...2552,2553,2869 

Mr.  Howard 2843 

Mr.  Howe...., 2552,  2867 

Mr.  Johnson 2867,  2868 

Mr.  McDougall 2554, 

2843,  2844,  2867,  2868,  2869,  2922,  3087 

Mr.  Sherman 2552,  2553,  2844 

Mr.  Sumner 2552,  2869 

Mr.  Trumbull 2552,  2553,  2554 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2867,  2922,  3087 

Land  Office,  General,  bill  (S.  No.  278)  prescribing 
the  terms  on  which  exemplifications  shall  be 

furnished  by  the 2299,  3002,  3482,  3500 

Land  scrip,  bill  (S.  No.  258)  making  Dakota  or 

Sioux  half-breed,  assignable 1887 

Lands,  belonging  to  certain  States,  joint  resolu- 
tion (S.  No.  22)  in  reference  to 460,  2457 

bill'(S.  No.229)  to  regulate  the  mode  of  ascer- 
taining the  Value  of,  taken  for  public  use, 

1559, 1661 
(See  Puhiic  Lands.) 
Land  titles,  bill  (S.  No.  166)  authorizing  the  ar- 
chives in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri   to    be  delivered    to  snid 

State 1082,  1247,  1559,  1S02,  2622 

Landlord  and  tenant,  bill  to  regulate  proceedings 
in  cases  between,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia..837,  982,  1161,  1772,  3157,  3169,  3224, 
3459,  3495,  3497,  3498,3502,  3544,  3546 

Lane,  James  H.,  a  Senator  from  Kansas 12, 

14,  24,  33,  37,  42,  43,  76,  93,  118, 
145,  146,  173,  219,  220,  275,  319,  360, 
460,  480,  494,  530,  521,  523,  526,  539,  631, 
642,693,  694,  728,  744,  786,  788,  791,  798, 
813,836,  837,  864,  902,  908,  921,  936,960, 
982,  1022,  1036,  1045,  1081,  1108,  1118, 
1154,  1174,  1207,  1257,  1260,1310,  1331, 
1416,  1454,  1523,  1608,  1609,  1703,  1704, 
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Lune,  Jeirtits  II.,  i\  Senator  from  Kunstis — Con- 
tinued. 

1743,  1754,  1772,  1804,  1842,1860,1945, 
2055,  20cil,  2141,  2171,  2218,2225,2238, 
?^79,  2298,  2299,  2309,  2371,2384,2392, 
2i(93,  2394,  2405,  2458,  24C5,  2484,  2496, 
2545,  2G22,  2726,  2820,  286G,  2907,  2920, 
3002,  3014,  3028,  3103,  3116,3156,3160, 
3265,  3285,  3290,  3292,  3322,  3325,3408, 
3413,  3446,  3459,  3483,  3491,3496,3499, 
35U2,  3542,  3543,  3544,  3545,  3546,  3547 

resolutions  by 37, 

42,  76,  219,  523,  786,  798,  837,  864, 
982,  1022,  1045,  1108,  1207,  1310,  1523, 
1609,  2081,  2218,  2405,2458,2496,2866 
remarks  on  conscription  bill,  126, 148, 1G§,  163, 
206,  207,  208,  223,  227,  244,  249, 250, 746 

remarks  on  the  colonization  of  negrois 145, 

238,  480,  586,  672 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  equalize  the  piiy  of  sul- 

diers 482,  483,  640,  641,  642,  702, 

820,  824,  868,  869,  870,  872,  873, 990, 1028 
remarks  on  the  disqualification  of  color  in  cnr- 

ryin»  the  mails 837,  841 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  cotton  spec- 
ulations  983,984,  1001,1002 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 1022, 

2357,  2380,  2402,  2403,  2404,  2417, 

2418,  2419,  2420,  2421,  2422,  2423 

remarks   on   the    bill  to  promote    enlistments, 

1178,  1179,  1181 

remarks  on  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution, 

1317 
remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculations  in 

gold 1650,1669,1671 

remarks  on   the    land  grant  for  Kansas  rail- 
roads  1683,  1C84,  1743,  1744 

remarks    on    the    organization    of  Montana, 

1704,  1705 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  certain  assay 

offices 1951,  1952 

remarks  on  the  cnrmney  bill 1954, 

1955,  1989,  1990,  2126,  2180,  2202,  2206 
remarks  on  llie  one  liundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2054 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relative  to  the  disasters 

on  Red  river 2218,  2219,2220,  2221 

remarks  on  the  District  registration  bill.. 2244 
remarks  on  the  credentials  of  Hon.  William 

M.  Fishbnrk 2392,  24.58,2459, 

3360,  3361,  3362,  3363,  3364,' 3365,  3367 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (JNo.  405) 2465, 

2526,  2548,  266* 
remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas 2842, 

2895,  2896,  2902,  2904,  2905,  2906,  2907 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2850, 

2851, 2869, 2870, 2871,  2875, 2876, 2877, 2878 

remarks  on  the  Overlantl  Mail  Company  bill, 

3064,  30G5 

remarks  on  the  inter-continentnl  telegraph  bill, 

3072,  3073,  3074,  3125,  312G 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3091, 

3093,3204 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3233, 

3234,  3235,  3259,  3261,  3262,  3263,  32G4 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  claims 3374,  3441 

remarks  on  the  East  Tennessee  railroad  bill, 

3447,  3448 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 3449 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill. ..3485, 
3486,  3487,  3491 

remarks  on  final  Hdjoiirnment .'.3502, 

3505,  3506,  3508,  3509,  3510 

Lane,  Henry  S.,  a  Senator  fiotn  Indiana 3, 

17,  24,  55,95,144,1.53,238,252,258,331, 
343,  3G0,  494,  581 ,  60G,  608.  GUI ,  730,  798, 
825,  837,  867,874,  1247, 1257, 1.%],  1405, 
1406,  1491,  1651,  1660,  1703,  1743,  1812, 
1813,  2300,  2371,  2622,  2726,  2921,  3028, 
3062,  3177,  3178.  3358,  3359,  3436,  3508 

rrsolution.s  by fiOG,  631,  837,  2171,3436 

remark.s  on  Mr.  Davis's  resolution  . ,.  32 

remarks  on  the  soldiers'  bounty  bill,  61,  62,  G7 
remarks  on  the  bill  (No.  18)  to  amend  the  en- 
rollment act 85 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  military  inlei  fr- 
encc  in  elHCtions,  103,  103,  104,  105,  107,  108 

remnrks  on  tlif  c.onserifiiion  bill 142, 

1.57, 229, 2.30, 2;!1 ,  232, 2.39, 250, 746, 2808, 

2827,  2828,  2829,  2830,  2832,  3097,  3101 

remarka  on    the   proposed   expul.sinn    of  Mr. 

DnviR ;jf,<) 


Lane,  Henry  S.,  a  Senator  from  Indiana — Con- 
tinued. 

remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops 504, 

565,  5GG,  2286,  2287,  2288 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 591,  592 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 652, 

654,  G57 
remarks  on  the  disqualification  of  color  in  car- 
rying the  mails 837 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  office  of  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Buildings 1333, 

2392,2395 
remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  Provost 

Marshal  General 1684,  1685,  1704 

remarks  on  the  bill   to   establish  a  Bureau  of 

Military  Justice 1803 

remarks  on  tiie  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2024,  2027,  2028 

remarks  on  the  Cairo  navy-yard  bill  .......3164 

remarks  on   the  suppression  of  the  Cincinnati 

Enquirer 3376 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  ofguer- 

rillas 3418 

remarks  on  the  East  Tennessee  railroad  bill, 

3420,  3447 
remarks    on    the    House     conscription    bill, 

3436,  3486 

Lawrence,  Kansas,  joint  resolution  (S.  JVo.  4) 

authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint 

a  board  of  officers  to  audit  the  accounts  of 

the  citizens  of. 12,  24,  93,  1154 

bill  (S.  No.  215)  for  the  relief  of  the  .sufferers  at, 
by  theauantrellraidof  July  21,  1863... 1416, 

1559 

Leave  of  absence  granted 3388,  3407,  3375 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses, 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  192)  making  appropriations 
for  the,  of  the  Government  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1865 1082,  1092, 

1344, 1673,  1685, 1706,  2436,  2458,  2484, 
2587,  2622,  3039,  3088,  3126,  3192,  3360 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 1706 

Mr.  Carlile .1G92 

Mr.  Chandler 1690 

Mr.  Clark 1690 

Mr.  Collamer 1090, 1691, 1706,  1708 

Mr.  Conness 1707 

Mr.  Cowan ..1690 

Mr.  Davis .- 1085 

Mr.  Doolittle 1690 

Mr.  Fesscnden 1673,  1685,  1686,  1687^ 

1688,  1689, 1690,  1691,  1692, 1693,  1694, 
1706,  1707,  1708,  1709,  2458,  2484,  3039 

Mr.  Foster 1706,  1708,  1709 

Mr.  Grimes 1690,1691 

Mr.  Hale 1707 

Mr.  Hendricks 1691 

Mr.  Johnson 1686, 

1688,  1691,  1692,  1707,  1708 

Mr.  McDougall .,..16^2,  1693 

Mr.  Morrill 1708 

Mr.  Nesmiih 1706,  1707 

Mr.  Pomeroy ; 1690 

Mr.  Powell 1686,  1688,  1689,  1691 

Mr.  Saulsbury'. 1691,  3088 

Mr.  Sherman 1687, 

1688,  1C89,  1690,  1691,3088 

Mr.  Sumnrr 1685,  1686,  1690 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 1691 

Mr.  Trumbull 1690, 1707,  1708 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1689,  1090, 1692 

Library,  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 16 

instructions  to 17,  481,  3219 

reports  from 153 

adverse  reports  from 252 

Library,  CongrcRsional,  joint  resolution  (S.No. 
1)  allowing  die  use  of  the,  to  the  justices  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Colum- 

i)ia 13,  153 

Lieutenant  Gem^ral,  bill  (II.  R.  No.  26)  reviving 

the  erade  of 434,  43,5, 

539,  586,  771,  789,  815,  824,  842,  874,- 936 

Lindsay,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 3157 

Literature  and  Art^  bill  (S.  No. 341)  to  incorpo- 
rate the  National  Academy  of,  and  also  to 
incorpofate  the  National  Academy  of  Moral 

and  Political  Sciencvs 3420,  3492 

Little,  Charles  C,  communication  from 786 

Loan,  bill  (S.  No.  71)  to  antliorize  a,  on  the  se- 
curity of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  to  promote  the  sale  and  settlement  of  the 
R.ime 319,24.57 


Loan —  Continued. 

bill  (No.  265)  supplementary  to  an  act  to  pro- 
vide  ways  and  means  for  the  support  of  the 

Government 874,881,896,900,1053 

bill  (No.  540)  to  provide  ways  and  means  for 

the  support  of  the  Government 3219, 

3251,  3289,  3326,  3370,  3481 
(See  Revenue.) 
Lot  No.  13,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  54)  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  sell,  at 
public  auction,  in  Sackett-'.s   Harbor,  New 

York 1345,1454,  1613,  1639,  1802 

Lovejoy,  Owen,  death  of,  announced 1333 

Lunatics,  bill  to  enable  guardians  and  commit- 
tees of,  appointed  in  the  several  States  and 
other  countries  to  act  within  the  District  of 

Columbia 723,  727,  786,  864,  982,  1053 

Lyon,  Emily  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .2392,  3455 

M. 

Magnet,  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  steam- 
boat  3160,3188,3292 

Mails,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  143)  to  amend  the  law  pre- 
scribing the  articles  to  be  admitted  into  the, 
221,232,288,289 
bill  (S.  No.  62)  to  remove  all  di.'^qualificaiion 

of  color  in  carryingthe 253, 586,  837, 868 

bill  to  provide  for  carrying  the,  froip  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  foreisn  ports 960, 

9G1,  1154,  1174,  1216,  1228,  1257,  1345 
bill  (S.  No.  194)  to  authorize   the  Postmaster- 
General  to  contract  with   the  Ovirland   Mail 

Company  for  carrying  the 1274,  1360 

bill  (No.  183)  to  secure  the  speedy  transporta- 
tion of  the 1665,  1673,  1771 

Mail  Company,  Overland,  joint  resolution  (H. 
R.'No.  93)  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  extend  the  contract  with  the 3004, 

3014,  3028,  3063,  3407,  3410,  3481 

Mail  steamship  service,  bill  (II.  R.  No.  407)  to 

authorize  the  establishment  of  ocean,  between 

the  United  States  and  Bi-azil 1665, 

1673,  2117,  2283,  2372,  2435,  2484,  2.587 
Manufactures,  the  Committee  on. ..480, "553,  581 
Marine  corps  of  the  United  States,  bill  (S.  No. 

189)  for  the  increase  of  the 1227 

Marine  hospital,  bill  (No.  504)  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sell  tlie,  and 
groundsat Chicaso,  Illinois,  and  topurcha.se 

a  new  site  and  build  a  new  hospital 2727, 

2796,  2907,  29C3,  3190 
Masonic  Hall  Association,  bill  for  a  charter  of  ihe, 

in  the  District  of  Columbia... 786,  880^ 

1136,  1360,  1617,  1802,  1842,  1860,  1888 

Matchett,  W.  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 960, 

961,999,3028,3039,  3190 
joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  110)  to  declare  t!ie 
construction  of  a  joint  resolution  for  the  re- 
lief of. 3222,  3232,  3266,  3360 

McGonnell,  John  C,  bill- for  the  relief  of.. .2392, 

3028,3541,  3544,  3547 

McCulloch,  James  H.,  joint  resoluiion  (No.  60) 

"    referring  the  case  of,  to  the  Court  of  Claim.*!, 

1491,  1522,  3028 

McDougall,  James  A.,  a  Senator   lioni   Califor- 

niar. 3,  9,  10,  24,  47,96, 100,  145, 

197,219,814,  1108,  1227,  1683,  1715,  19B0, 
2436,  2456,  2458,  2459,  2521,  2522,  2621, 
2651,  2664,  2931,  3051,  3053,  3157,  3158, 
3160,  3177,  3191,  3224,  3326,  3339,  3340, 
3375,3388,3417,  3445,  3446,  3452,  3459, 
3462,  3483,  3488,  3491,  3495,  3498,  3499 

resolutions  by 1108, 

1900,  2436,  2542,  2651,  3157,  3339 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath 

■    of  office .....52,  53,  54 

remarks  on  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution, 

1444,  1447,  1490 

remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation   bill, 

1692,  1693 

remarks  on  tlic  currency  bill 1870,  1871 

remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1930,  1932,  1933 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish-  certain  assay 

offices 1952 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 2418, 

2419,  2423 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2462, 

2463,  2465,  2546,  25.55,  25.56,  2557,  2567, 

2568,  2569,  2574,  2575,  2589,  2590,  26!16, 

2657,  2667,  2740,  2741,  2758,  2759,  2760 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  land  claims  in 

California 2554, 

2843,  2«44,  2867,  2868,  2869,  2922,  3087 
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McDougall,  James  A.,  a  Senator  from- Califor- 
nia— Conlinucd. 

remarks  oti  the  college  rancliobil! 2651, 

2652,  2778,  2779,  2780 

remarks  on  conscription  bill...2831, 2832, 3092, 

3095,3097,3100,3101,3103,3202,3204,3205 

remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas..., 2895,  2896,  2903,  2906 

r'emarks  on  the  inter-continental  telegraph  bill, 
3067,  3070,  3071,  3073,  3074,  3075 
remarks  on  bill  to  cslablish  a  Freedmen's  Bu- 
reau, 2931, 3304,  3305,  3306, 3308, 3337, 3349 
remarks  on  the  suppression  of  the  Cincinnati 

Enquirer 3376 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill,  3385, 

3485,  3486,  3488 

remarks  relating  to  rooms  for  the  Agricultural 

Department 3414,  3415 

remarks  on  claims  for  Army  supplies 3419 

remarks  on  providing  for  Pennsylvania  virar 

claims 3440 

remarks  on  the  steamship  passengers  bill. .3456 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  National 

Academy 3492,  3493 

remarks  on  Mexican  affairs. ..3496,  3499,  3500 

remarks  on  final  adjournment 3506, 

3507,  3508,  3509,  3510 
McLean,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. 756,  3322,  3339,  3415 

Meade,  Major  General  George  G.,  joint  resolu- 
tion expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress 
to  Major  General  Joseph  Hooker,  and,  and 
Major  General  Oliver  0.  Howard,  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 
17,  134,  257,  343,  361,  421 
Medical  corps  of  the  Army,  bill  to   increase  the 

efficiency  of  the... 3126,  3165,  3498 

Member  of  Congress,  joint   resolution    (H.   R. 

No.  178)  providing  for  the  election  of  a,  for 

the  State   of  Illinois   by  the  Stale  at  large, 

2283,  2300,  2344,  2436 

Members  of  Congress,  bill  concerning 55,  76 

bill   relating  to,   heads  of  Departments,   and 

other  officers  of  the  Government 93, 

460,555,2778,2796,2894 
Mercantile  Mutuallnsurance  Company  of  New 

York,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2274,  2279 

Metropolitan   Railroad   Company,  bill  to  incor- 
porate the,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  .173, 
343,  1J39.  1156,  3086,  3099, 
3116,  3326,  3378,  3410,  3482 
Mexico,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  36)  in   relation 
to  the  occupation  of,  by  France. ...145,  1227 
joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  58)  relative  to  tiie 
substitution   of  j;nonarchical   for  republican 
government  in,  under  European    auspices, 
1402,  1416,  2521,  .3339,  3359 
Michie,  John  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. 3546,  3547 

Military  Academy,  bill  relating  to  the 1310 

joint  resolution  relating  to  professors  of  th»», 

2457,  2622,  2664,  3452,  3492,  3497,  3501 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  34)  making  appropriation   for 

the  support  of  the,  for  the  year  ending  June 

30,  1865 93,  387,  1053,  1084, 

1209,  1210,  1228,  1258,  1283,  1345,  1454 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 1053, 

1054,  1055,  1056,  1057,  1058,  1085,  1086 

Mr.  Clark 1054,  1056,  1088 

Mr.  Collamer 1085,  1091 

Mr.  Connngs 1056, 

1057,  1086,  1088,  1089,  1090,  1091 

Mr.  Davis 1086,  1088,  1089,  1090 

■     Mr.  Doolittle 1088,  1091 

Mr.  Fessenden 1053 

1054,  1058,  1085,  1086,  1091,  1210 

Mr.  Foot I08G 

Mr.  Foster 1088 

Mr.  Grimes 1054, 

1056,  1057,  1085,  1088,  1091,  1258 

Mr.  Hale 1086,  1087,  1091 

Mr.  Harris 1053,  1054,  1056,  1258 

Mr.  Howard 1057,  1058 

Mr.  Howe 1086, 

1088,  1089,  1090,  1091,  1258,  1283 

Mr.  Johnson 1057,  1086,  1087 

Mr.  Pomeroy 1054 

Mr.  Saulsbury .• 1089 

Mr.  Sumner ; 1088 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 1090,  1091 

Mr.  Trumbull 1088,  1258,  1283 

Mr.  Wilson .' 1085,  1088 

yeas  and  nays  on  the '. 1086 

(See  Pay.) 


Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia,  the  Committee 

on 16 

instructions  to 9,  174,  275, 

769,  786,  824,  837,  1207,  1310,  2081,  2457 
reports  from,  36,  48, 100, 134, 153, 173,253, 262, 
275,  360,  4G0,  4G6,  539, 553,  631,  643,  864, 
880,  896,  921,  999, 1082,  1130, 1207,  1247, 
1310,  1402,  1523,  1837,  2218,  2239,  2324, 
2371,  2457,  2G22,  2894,  29G2,  3126,  3188, 
3190,  3287,  3322,  3375,  3437,  3498,  3546 

adverse  reports  from 553, 

622,  936,  1154,  1174,  1402,  1743 

discharged  from  subjects 360, 

460,  786,  999,  1130,  1344,  2014, 

2239, 2484, 2894, 31 16, 3188,  3265 

Military   communication,    joint    resolution    (S. 

No.  46)  to  facilitate  commercial,  postal,  and, 

among  the  several  States... 1840,  2239 

Military  interference  in-  elections:  bill  (No.  37) 
to  prevent  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
and  other  persons  engaged  in  the  military 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  from 

interfering  in  elections  in  tlTe  States 12, 

95,  97,  101,  622,  798,  868,  924,  938, 
960,  1207,  1235,  1250,  1258,  1274, 
2222,  2963,  3158,  3192,  3224,  3326 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 1260 

Mr.  Clark 95,2223 

Mr.  Davis 102, 104,  1250 

Mr.  Dixon 3159 

Mr.  Foot 2223 

Mr.  Foster 3160 

Mr.  Grimes 95,  101 

Mn  Hale 29G3, 3159 

Mr.  Harlan ....3160 

Mr.  Hendricks ..102,  3159 

Mr.  Howard 622,  1207,  1235,  1236, 

1258,  2963, 3158,  3159,  3192,  3193,  3326 

Mr.  Johnson 1235, 

1276, 1283,  2223,  3158,  3159,  3192,  3193 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 102, 

103,  104,  105,  107,  108 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 1260,3160 

Mr.  McDougall 96,  3160 

Mr.  Pomeroy 3158,  3159 

Mr.  Powell ...12, 

95,  101,  102,  104,  105,  106,  107,  108, 
798,  868,  924,  938, 960,'l260, 1261, 2222, 
2223,  2963,  3158,  3159,  3160,3224,  3326 

Mr.  Saulsbury 102,  103,  105, 

106,  1250,  1258,  1-260,  1274,  1276,  3159 

Mr  Sherman 3224 

Mr.  Sumner 3326 

-     Mr.  Trumbull 1260,  3158,  3326 

Mr.  Wade 3158 

Mr.  Wilson 96,97, 105, 106 

yeas  and  nays  on  the. ..97, 102, 2963,  3160, 3326 
Military  Justice,  bill  toestablish  a  Bureau  of,  1802, 
1864,  1900,  2055,  2087 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Buckalew 1804 

Mr.  Carlile 1604 

Mr.  Collamer : 2055,  2087 

Mr.  Conness 2087- 

Mr.  Doolittle 1803 

Mr.  Fessenden 2055,  2088 

Mr.  Foot 2087 

Mr.  Grimes... 1803, 1804,  1900,2055,2088 

Mr.  Hale 1803,  2055,  2087 

Mr.  Hendricks 1802,  1803 

Mr.  Johnson 1804 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana , 1803 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 1804 

-    Mr.  Nesmith .' 1802 

Mr.  Pomeroy 1804 

Mr.  Sherman 1804,  2055,  2087,  2088 

Mr.  Wilkinson 1803 

Mr.  Wilson 1802, 

1803,  1804,  1865,  1900,  2055,  2087,  2088 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1804,  2055,  2087 

Military  railroad,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No. 
83)  authorizing  the  President  to  construct  a, 
from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio  to  East  Tennes- 
see.  2587,  2599,  3360,  3420,  3446 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 3421 

Mr.  Clark 3421 

Mr.  Davis 3420,  344G 

Mr.  Grimes 3360,  3420 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 3420,  3447 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas, 3447,  3448 

Mr.  Pomeroy 3448 

Mr.  Powell, .,3360,  3448 


Military  railroad,  joint   resolution  (H.  tl.   No. 
83)  authorizing  the  President  to  construct  a, 
from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio  to  East  Tennes- 
see—  Continued. 
remarks  oh  the,  by — 

Mr.  Trumbull 3420 

Mr.  Wade 3448 

Mr.  Wilson 3360 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3420,  3448 

Military  r^ad,  bill  (H!  R.  No.  247)  granting 
lands  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  build  a, 

to  Lake  Superior 1888, 

1900,  2866,  2963,  3063,  3360 
temarka  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Conness '. 2965 

Mr.  Doolittle 2963,  2964,  2965 

Mr.  Fessenden 2964,  2965 

Mr.  Grimes 2964,  29G5,  2966 

Mr.  Harlan 2963,  2964,  2965 

Mr.  Hendricks 2965,  2966 

Mr.'  Howe 2965 

Mr.  Johnson 2965 

Mr.  Sherman 2964,  2966 

Mr.  Sumner ; 29G5 

Mr.  Wilson 2963 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2966 

(See  Public  Lands.) 
Military  service — see  Army. 
Militia,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  47)  to  appropri- 
ate ^25,000,000  for  the  subsistence  and  pay 
of,  called  out  by  the  President.... 1861,  2022 
bill  (No.  117)  to  reimburse  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  expenses  in  calling  out  the,  of 
said  State  during  the  recent  invasion. ..2139, 
2170,  3219,  3370,  3407,  3408,  3437,  3443 
bill  (No.  293)  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  second  reginnent,  third  brigade, Ohio  vol- 
unteer, during  the  time  they  were  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States. ...2392, 
2622,  2727,  2751,  2879 
bill  (S.  No.  348|)  to  pay  a  certain,  force  called 
into  service  in  the  State  of  Missouri. ...3498 
joint  resolution  (No.  69)  for   the   payment  of 
volunteers  called  out  for  not  less  than  one 

hundred  days 1919, 

1933,2022,2054,2117,2207 

Miller,  Morris  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 3126, 

3188,  3219,  .3360 

Mills,  Rachel;  bill  granting  pension  to,  3408,  3409 

Mineral  lands,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  99) 

reserving,    from    the  operation  of  all   acts 

passed  at  the  present  session  granting  lands 

or  extending  the  time  of  former  grants,  3087, 

3099,  3339 

bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  and  sale  of  the, 

and    to    extend    the    right    of   preemption 

thereto 3360,  3544 

Mines  and  minerals,  bill  in  relation  to  the,  in  the 

public  domain 18G1 

Minnesota  land  grant:  bill  (S.  No.  31)  making  a 
grant  of  lands  to  the  State  of  Minnesota,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  railroad  from 

St.  Paul  to  Lake  Superior 42,  95, 

606,814,923,961,1030,1887, 
1900,  1988,  2050,  2117,  2140 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Carlile 923 

Mr.  Clark 1034 

Mr.  Conness 1031 

Mr.  Doolittle 923,  964,  965,  966,  967, 

968,  969,  1031,  1032,  1033,  1034,  1035 

Mr.  Foster 909 

Mr.  Grimes 963,  1032,  1033 

Mr.  Harlan 924,  962,  964,  966,  969, 

1030,  1031,  1034,  1035,  1900,  1988,  1989 

Mr.  HendrieUs 966, 

967,  968,  1032,  1G33,  1034,  1035 
Mr.  Howard...  .961,  962,  1034,  1988,  1989 

Mr.  Howe 923, 924,  962,  9G3,  964, 

966,  967,  968, 969, 1030, 1033, 1034, 1035 

Mr.  Johnson 963,  1031 

Mr.  Powell 1033 

Mr.  Ramsey...923,924,961,962,  963,  969, 
1030,  1033,  1034,  1035,  1900,  1988,  1989 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck. 1035 

Mr.  Wilkinson....: 962,  963,  9C4. 

9G5,  967,  968,  9G9, 1031, 1032, 1033, 1034 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 969,  1035 

Mint,  bill  (S.No.33)  providing  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  branch  of  the  United  States,  at  Port- 
land, Oregon 17,  95,  1207 

bill   (S.  No.  176)  authorizing  the  erection   of 

buildings  for  the  branch,  at  Sun  Finiicisco, 

1130,1207,2171,2307,2324.3431,3  lS2..3.'iO() 
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Mint — 'Continued. 

bill  (S.  Nil.  185)  to  rstalilish  a  brnnch  of  the 
United  Suites,  at  Dulles  City,  in  the  State 

of  Oregon 1207, 

1382,  1772,  1846,  194C,  3498,  3544,  3546 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  33)  to  enable  th»  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  obtain  the  title  to 
certain  property  in  Carson  City,  Territory 
of  Nevada,  for  the  purposes  of  a  branch,  lo- 
cated in  said  place •1000,  3188 

Missouri, bill  (No. 35)  to  provide  fordeficiency  in 
appropriation  for  the  pay  of  officers  and  men 
actually  employed  in  the  Western  department 

or  department  of 86,  153,  219,275 

Mohawk,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  issue  of 

a  register  to  the  steamer 921, 

999,  1258,  1274,  1310 
Money,  bill  to  provide  for  the  safe  and  speedy 
transmission  of,  from  soldiers  to  their  fami- 
lies and  friends 4,  360 

Moneys,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  71)  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  dispose  of 

certain,  therein  mentioned 3219, 

3481,  3492,  3547 

Montana,  the  Territory  of,  bill(H.R.No.  15)  to 

provide  a  tem[iorary g;overnment  for. ...1209, 

1210,    1310,    1345,    1361,    1382, 

1402, 1616, 1639, 1694, 1704, 1744, 

1804, 1842,2347,2372,  2436,  2510 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Buckalew 1361 

Mr.  Chandler 1744 

Mr.  Collamer 1640 

Mr.  Conness 1639,  1804,  2348 

Mr.  Cowan -. 1706 

Mr.  Davis 1340 

Mr.  Doolitile 1705, 

1745,  1746,  1804,  1842,  1843,  1844,  1845 
Mr.  Fessenden,  1639,1640, 1694,  1705, 1706 

Mr.  Foot , 1346 

Mr.  Foster 1705 

'  Mr.  Grimes. ..1346,  1362,  1639,  1842,  1845 

'  Mr.  Hale 1364,  1705,  2349 

Mr.  Harlan 1.3G1,  1.362,  2348 

Mr.  Hendricks 1705,  1745,  1842 

Mr.  Howard 1362,  2349,  2350 

Mr.  Howe 1842 

Mr.  Johnson 1346,  1^62,  1363,  1364 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 1361 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 1704,  1705 

Mr.  Morgan 1843 

Mr.  Morrill. ..1843,  2347,  2348,  2349,  2350 

Mr.  Nesmith 2350 

Mr.  Pomeroy 1361,  1362,  1842 

Mr.  Powell 1345,  13C2 

Mr.  Saulsbury 1362,  2.351 

Mr.  Sherman,  1639, 1640, 1694,  1704,  1705 

Mr.  Sumner 1346,  1362,  1363, 

1705,  1746,  1843,  1844,  2348,  2350,  2351 

Mr.  Trumbull 1346, 

1.362,  1364,  1705,  1706,  1744 

Mr.  Wade...  1310,  1345,  1346,  1360,  1361, 

1362,  1382,  1403,  1616,  16.39,  1640,  2;)48 

Mr.  Wilkinson 1346, 

1361,  1362,  13C3,  1694,  1705, 
1706, 1744, 1745, 1843, 1846, 2349 

Mr.  Wilson 1706 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1361,  1364,  2351 

(Sec  Public  Lands.) 

Moore,  Clara,  executrix,  bill  for  relief  of,  3002 

Morell,  George,  bill  (S.  No.  87)  to  extend  the 

provisions  of  an  act  to  provide  compensation 

for  the  services  of,  in  adjusting  titles  to  land 

in  Michigan 435,  1227 

Morgan,  Edwin  D.,  a  Senator  from  New  York, 
]5,  23,  S.-),  76,  93,  100,  144,  145,  1.53, 
173,  23S,  253,  262,  319,  387,  420,  434,  435, 
520,  693,  719,  743,  768,  813,  87i),  959,  960, 
981,999,1000,  1022,  1081,  11.30,  1207, 
1247,  1257,  1310,  1344,  1.381,  1402,  1522, 
1607,  16.35,  1683,  1694,  1843,  JH60,  1918, 
2081,2197,  2298,  2323,  2371,  2405,  2567, 
2695,  2726,  2751,  2B18,  28G6,  2894,  2920, 
2962,  .3001,. 3028,  3071,  3086,  3116,  31.57, 
3188,  3285,  .3.322,  3446,   3498,  3539,   3547 

rcBolufionsby 55 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  Corne- 

liu."!  Vanderbilt 2.57,  2.58 

remurk.s  on  the  loan  bill.; 885,  886 

remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  imjiori 

duiies l<)og 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill,  2122,  2180,  2181 

ri'mark.s  on  the  I'acilic  railroad  bill 2.356, 

2401,2402,2404 


Morgan,  Edwin  D.,  a  Senator  from  New  York — 
Continued. 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..2667,  2755 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3004, 

3005,  3008,  3041,  3044,  3047,  3048,  3049 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3126, 

3194,  3195,  3203,  3204,  3207 
remarks  on  providing  for  Pennsylvania  war 

claims 3437 

Morrill,  Lot  M.,  a  Senator  from  Maine 36,. 

55,93,  96,  100,  101,  134,  151,  343,  360, 
388,  480,  523,  539,  606,  670,  725,  726,  727, 
728,830,837,981,  1130,  1154,  1227,  1274, 
1361,  1454,  1476,  1477,  1607,  1609,  1635, 
1703,  1744,  1771,  1772,  1813,  1843,  1888, 
1944,  1945,  2050,  2172,  2198,  2238,  2239, 
2279,  2325,  2326,  2484,  2551,  2588,  2600, 
2696,  2754,  2820,  2842,  2866,  2921,  3001, 
3086,3116,3130,3138,  3191,  3219,  2220, 
•  3250,  3254,  3292,  ,3299,  3337,  3357,  3436, 
3454,  3459,  3488,  3493,  3497,   3542,   3545 

resolutions  bv 96,  101,  523,  1454,  2279 

remarks  on   Uie  proposed   expulsion  of  Mr. 

Davis 350,  S63,  364,  371,  420 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 619 

remarks  on  amending  the  charier  of  George- 
town   722 

remarks  on  appointing  a  warden  to  the  District 

jail 728,  729,  730,  787 

remarks     on     the     consular    and     diplomatic 

bill 1114, 

1115,  1116,  1131,  1135,  1136,  2279,  2542 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Masonic 

Hull  Association 1137 

remarks  on  the  Metropolitan  railroad  bill,  1139, 

1140,  1141,  1156,  1159,  1160,  3326 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  landlords  and 

tenants 1161,  1162 

remarks  on   the    land   grant  for  Kansas  rail- 
roads  1684 

remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill. ..1708 

remarks  on  the  organization  ofMontana...l843, 

2347,  2348,  2349,  2350 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  tiie  coasting 

trade 2016 

remarks  on  the  District  registration  bill. .2240, 

2241,2249 
remarks  on  the  inquiry  relative  to  the  military 

position  of  General  Blair 2275,  2276 

remarks  on  the  bill  grantinga  pension  to  Mrs. 

E.  M.  Whipple 2281 

remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops 2304 

remarks  on  the  Pacilic  railroad  bill 2331, 

2378,2383,2396 
remarks  on  the  bill   to  amend  the  charter  of 

Washington  city 2436,  2486,  3512,  2543 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ...2546, 
2595,  2596,  2599 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  abandoned  prop- 
erty  2542,  2819,  2820,  2821,  2822, 

2930,  2931,  3222,  3323,  3324,  3325,  3488 
remarks    on    the    inter-continental    telegraph 

bill 3117, 

3119,  3120,  3121,  3122,  3123,  3124,  3126 
remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill 3137 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3225, 

3226,  3227,  3228,  3230,  3231,  3263 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 

Bureau 3330 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill. ..3486 

remarks  on  final  adjournment. ..3508, 3510,3511 

Morris,  Harriet  and  Emily  W.,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. 2392,2551,3138 

Mowrey,  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  3481,  3491 
Munson,  Frances,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  3481,  3492 
Murphy,  Richard  G.,  bill  for  relief  of,  756,  3322, 
3339, 3444,  3455, 3497,  3514,  3.544,  3546,  3547 
Murray,  George  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .1434, 

1448,  3086 
N. 
Nash,  Betsey,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  represent- 
atives of. 1036,3357 

National  Academy — see  Literature  and  Jlrt. 
National  forces — see  Jlrmy. 

National  humiliation  and  prayer,  joint  resolution 
requesting  the  President  to  appoint  a  day 

for 3350,  3374,  3446,  3481,  3,501 

National  Union  insurance  Company  of  Wash- 
ington, bill  to  incorporate  the 3378,  3388 

Naval  Aciulemy,  bill  (S.  No.  108)  relating  to  act- 
ing assistant  paymasters  in  the  Navy,  and 
regulating  the  appointment  of  cadets  in 
the .5.39,  5.53,  814,  1344,  1.364,  1402 


Naval  Affairs,  the  Committee  on 16,  47,  76 

instructions  to 24. 

134,320,523,744,1130,1477 

reports  from 80,  262, 

360,  460,  480,  523,  553,  837,  14.53,  1454, 
1660, 1743, 1861.  2081,  2217,  2218, 2484, 
2796,  3086,  3116,  3251,  3287,  3437,  3482 

adverse  reports  from 1660,  3285 

discharged  from  subjects 553, 

693,  836,  865,  1454,  1635,  1660,  2217, 

2324,  2510,  2795,  3001,  3218,  32J9,  3437 

Naval  constructors,  bill   (No.  534)  to  authorize 

the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  provide  for  the 

education  of,  and  steam  engineers 3087, 

3099,  3437,  3497,  3513,  3544,  3547 
Naval  hospital,  bill  (S.  No.  308)  repealing  so 
much  of  an  act  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1864,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, approved  March  14,  1864,  as  appro- 
priates §25,000  for  erecting  a,  at   Kitterv, 

Maine 2963,  3086,  3175,  3415, 3444,  3483 

Naval  patients,  bill  (S.  No.  323)  in  relation  to,  in 

the  insane  asylum 3160 

Naval  pension  fund,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  69) 

regulating  the  investment  of  the 3176, 

3415,  3444,  3483 
Naval  service,  bill  (S.  No.  8)  to  encourage  enlist- 
ments in  the 14, 17,  262 

bill  (No.  76,)  relating  to  appointments  in  the, 

and  courts-martial 360,  815,  836,  1345, 

1361, 1448, 1772, 1802,  2239,  2275, 2324 

joint   resolution    (S.    No.  27)   relative  to  the 

transfer  of  persons  in  the  militarv  service  to 

the 726,  756,  769,  785,  816 

biH  (No.  218)  to  repeal  a  joint  resolution  therein 

named 1434, 

1453,  1479,  1519,  2622,  2664,  2727 
remarks  on  the,  by- 
Mr.  Conness 1435,  1436,  1520 

Mr.  Davis 1453 

Mr.  Fessenden 1435 

Mr.  Grimes 1434, 

1435,  1436,  1437,  1453,  1519,  1520 

Mr.  Hale 1434, 

1435,  1437,  1453,  1479,  1.521 

Mr.  Howard 1436 

Mr.  Trumbull 1435,  1436 

Mr.  Wilson 1435 

bill  (No.  187)  to  regulate  the  dismission  of  offi- 
cers in  the  military  and 1035,  1036,  1402 

bill  (S.  No.  246)  for  the  relief  of  officers,  sea- 
men, and  others,  borne  on  the  books  of  ves- 
sels wrecked  or  lost  in  the 1743, 

2218,  3165,  3442,  3448,  3457, 
3459,  3495,  3513,  3544,  3546 
bill  (S.  No.  236)  to  provide  for  granting  an  hon- 
orable discharge  to  coal-heavers  and  firemeji 

in  the 1660,  1919,  2696,  2727,  2842 

bill  (S.  No.  324)  prescribing  the  punishment 
for  enticing  or  aiding  seamen  to  desert  the, 

of  the  United  States.^ 3160, 

3176,  3415,  3444,  3483 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  ISl)  making  appropriations  for 

the,  for  the  year  endin<^  June  30, 1865. ..837, 

842, 1207, 1523, 1560, 1609,  2082, 

2117,    2283,    2325,    2344,    2436 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 1.524, 

1525,  1.562,  1563,  1565, 1566,  1567, 1570, 
1572,  1573,  1576,  1609,  1610,  1611,  1612 

Mr.  Brown 1612 

Mr.  Chandler 1574,  1575 

Mr.  Clark 1611 

Mr.  Conness 1528, 

1561,  1562,  1572,  1.573,  1574,  1610, 1611 

Mr.  Davis 1525, 

1526,  1528,  1529, .1530,  1576 

Mr.  Doolittle 1570 

Mr.  Fes.senden 1.523,  1524, 

1525,  1526,  1527,  1.528, 1529, 1.5.30, 1.560, 
1.561,  1.562,  1.566,  1567, 1.569, 1570, .1.571, 
1572,  1.573,  1574,  1576,  1609,  1610, 1612 

Mr.  Foster 1562,  1.567,  1.572,  1575 

Mr.  Grimes,  1524,  1.528,  1.562,  1563, 1567, 
1569,  1570,  1571,  1.576,  1610,  1611, 1612 

Mr.  Hale 1523,  1.524,  1.525,  1526, 

1560,  1561,  1562,  1569,  1575.  1609,  2283 

Mr.  Vlarris 1612 

Mr.  Johnson • 1523, 

1.524,  1525,  1568,  1.570,  1011 

Mr.  Pomiroy 1571,  1612 

Mr.  PoweH 157;, 

1,57^,  1574,  1.575,  1.576,  1612 
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Navxl  service,  bill  (H.R.No.151)  making  appro- 
priations for  the,  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1865 — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Saulsbury 1575 

Mr,  Sherman. 1529,  1530,  1574,  1576 

Mr.  Sumner 1527, 

1523,  1530,  1568,  1569,  1611 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 1567,  1569,  1010,  1612 

Mr-  Trumbull 1569,  1571,  1611,  1612 

Mr.  Wilkinson 1612 

Mr.  Wilson. ..1567,  1570,  1571, 1572, 1611 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1530, 

1560,1571,1576,1611,1612 
Naval    supplies,   investigation    on    the    subject 

of. 134,  320,  360 

bill  (S.  No.  165)  in  relfCtion  to 1082, 

1454,  2371,  2372,  2405,  3368,  3436 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Conness 2416,  2417 

Mr.  Davis 2416,  2417 

Mr.  Doolittle 2416,  3368,  3436 

Mr.  Gr'-nes 1082, 

1520,2371,2372,2405,2414 

Mr.  Hale 1454, 

2405,  2411,  2414,  2416,  2417,  3368,  3436 

Mr.  Howard 2416 

Mr.  Sumner 2416,  2417 

select  committee  on 134,320,360 

reports  from  the .581,3360,3436 

bill  (S.  No.  342)  to  amend  a  joint  resolution 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  ad- 
just the  equitable  claims  of  contractors  for, 
and  regulating  contracts  with  the  Navy  De- 
partment  3436 

Navarre,  Peter,  bill  for  relief  of,  2274,  2279,3028 
Navy  Department,  calls  for  information  from 
the,  42,  55,  253,  1310,  2170,  2239,  2299,  3029 
joint  resolution  (No.  114)  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  expend  a  portion  of 
the  contingent  fund  for  enlarging  the,  build- 
ing  3303 

communications  from  the ■. 55, 

95,  219,  273,  895,  1381,  1607,  2323,  3408 
Navy,  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  establish  and  equal- 
ize the  grade  of  line  officers  of  the,  24, 37, 837 
bill  (S.  No.  144)  to  amend  an  act  to  establish 
and   equalize    the   grade  of  line   officers  of 

.tlie 896,  1660 

bill  (No.  303)  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  and 

equalize  thegrade  of  line  officcrsof  the,  1345, 

1454,  1615,  1694,  1744,  1842 

bill  (No.  369)   to  appoint  certain   officers  of 

tl'c 1345,  1454, 

1614,  1772,  1802,  2223,  2239,  2^75,2344 

bill  (S.  No.  253)  to  amend  the  act  of  tlic  21st 

of  December,  1861,  to  further  promote   the 

efficiency  of  the,  1861,2283,3063,  3116,3289 

bill  (S.  No.  270)  to  amend  an  act  to  establish 

and  equalize   the   grade   of  line   officers   of 

the 2197,  2218,  3063,  3116,  3289 

bill  (S.  No.  292)  to  provide  for  the  efficiency  of 

.  the 2457,  2484,  3160,  3415,  3444,  3483 

bill  (No.  470)  to  authorize  assimilated  rank  to 

be  given  to  the  warrantofficers  of  the  United 

States,3086, 3088,3116,3175,3410,3444, 3514 

bill  (S.  No.  330)  to  amend  an  act  to  establish 

and  equalize  the  grades  of  line  officers  of  the 

United  States 3219,  3437 

Navy-yard,  bill  (S.  No.  190)  to  establish  a',  and 
depot  at  Cairo,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  1247, 
2218,  3160,  3251,  3287,  3326 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brown  ...3161,  3162,  3164,  3165,  3289 

Mr.  Chandler 3165 

Mr.  Grimes 3161 

3162,  3163,  3164,  3105,  3287,"  3288 

Mr.  Hale 3160,  3161,  3251,  3287,  3289 

Mr.  Howard 3161,  3162 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 3164 

Mr.  Richardson 3162,  3164,  3165 

Mr.  Trumbull 3161 

3162,  3163,  3164,  3287,  3288,  3289 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3165,  .3289 

bill  (S.  No.  190)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  appoint  a  commissionr  to  select 
u  site  for  n,  and  naval  station  on  the  western 

,  .y^fj^'l- 3326,  3444 

bill  (S.  No. 206)  for  theestublisiiment  of  a, and 

naval  depot  on  the  Delaware  river 133] 

bill  (S.  No.  190)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  ap|)oint  ii  commission  to  select 
a  site  for  a,  or  naval  station  on  the  western 
waters 3326,3444 


Nebraska,  the  Territory  of,  bill  (No.  14^)  to  en- 
able the  people  of,  to  forma  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 

such  State  into  the  Union .'..1176, 

1310,  1558,  1607,  1639,  1802 
Negroes — see  Freedmen. 

bill  (S.  No.  45)  to  set  apart  a  portion  of  the 
Stale  of  Texas  for  the  use  of  person.'?  of  Af- 
rican descent 145,  238,  480,  586,  672 

Nelson,  Charles  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.... 1274, 
1331,  2274,  2300,  2324,  2372 

Nesbitt,  George  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2866, 

3085,  3415,  3444,  3483 
Nesmith,  James  W.,  a  Senator  from  Oregon. ..1, 
9,  16,  17,  42,  95,  134,  262,  360,  420",  435, 
523,539,  553,  622,  880,  896,  936,938,  961, 
1118,  1207,  1247,1274,  1522,  1882,  2274, 
2282,  2437,  2457.  3157,  3188,  3262,  3407 

resolutions  by 523,  1207,  2274 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 77 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 120, 

202,  210,  224,  226,  250 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  thegrade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General.; 587,  588,  590,  592,  593 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Albert 

Brown 695,  696,  698 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  continue  the  payment  of 

bounties 867 

remarks  on  bill  relating  to  enlistments. ...1083, 

1084 

remarks  on  the  assay  offices  bill. ...1382,  1383, 

1773,  1774,  1846,  1949,  1950,  1951,  1952 

remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill,  1706, 

1707 
remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  the  military 

position  of  General  Blair 2277 

remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  2350 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405") 2555, 

2556,  2557,  2558 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2826 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2875, 

2876 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill ....2926 

remarks  on  the  Overland  Mail  Company  bill, 

3063,3064 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Morris  S. 

Miller 3188,3189 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  representation,  3361 
Nevada,  the  Territory  of,  bill  (S.  No.  96)  to  en- 
able the  people  of,  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 

such  State  into  the  Union 521, 

693,  787,  1162,  1209,  1228 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  33)  to  enable  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  obtain  the  title  to 
certain  property  in  Carson  City  in,  for  the 
purposes  of  a  branch  mint  located  in  said 

place 1000,3188 

bill  (S.  No.  267)  to  amend  an  act  to  enable  the 
people  of,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union. ..2118, 2344,  2372,2405 
bill  (No.  45)  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  obtain  the  title  to  certain  prop- 
erty in  Carson  City  in,  for  the  purposes  of 

a  branch  mint  located  in  said  place 2786, 

2796 

bill  (S.  No.  185)  to  establish  assay  offices  at 

Carson   City  in,  and  at  Dalles  City  in  the 

State  of  Oregon 1207, 

1382,  1772,  1846,  1946,  3498,  3544,  3546 
New  Mexico,  thg  Territory  of,  bill  (&.  No.  226) 
to  aid  in  the  Settlement,  subsistence,  and  sup- 
port of  the  Navajo  Indian  captives  upon  a 
reservation  in. ..1523,  2172,  3360,  3378,  3444 
bill  (No.  422)  to  amend  an  act  to  confirm  cer- 

.  tain  private  land  claims  in 1802, 

2777,  2796, 2818,  2894 

{See  Public  Lands.) 

Newsboys'  Home,  bill  to  incorporate  the. ..2458, 

2587,  2622,  2696 

Noell,  John  W.,  a  Representative  from  Missouri, 

death  of,  announced 425 

I^orthrup,  Sally  O.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  3481, 3492 

Notaries  public,  bill  concerning,  for  the  District 

of  Columbia. ...387, 435, 720, 1454, 1491, 1523 

0. 

Oath'or-office,  resolution  relating  to  the  adminis- 
tering of  the,  to  Senators  elect 42,  48,55, 

118, 174, 200, 253, 263, 275,  290, 320, 341 
(Sec  Apiieiidix.) 

bill  (S.  No.  72)  supplementary  to  nn  act  to  pre- 
scribe an 319,  3339 


Objects  of  the  war,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  28) 

declaring  the 769,  939 

Offenses,  bill  (S.  No.  52)  to  provide  for  tht  sum- 
mary trial  of  minor,  against  the  laws  of  the 

United  States 153, 

553,1155,2778,2796,2894 

Official  reports,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  21)  to 

provide  for  the  printing  of,  of  the  operations 

of  the  armies  of  the  United  States 343, 

360,  1771,  2279,  2300,  2324,  2372 
Officers  of  the  Government,  bill  (S.  No.  28)  re- 
lating to  members  of  Congress,  heads  of  De- 
partments, and  other 93, 

460,  555,  2778,  2796,  2894 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Cowan 561,  562 

Mr.  Fessenden 555,  556,  557,  558,  560 

Mr.  Foster 557,562 

Mr.  Hale 555,  559, 560 

Mr.  Hendricks 562 

Mr.  Johnson 555,  557,  558,  562 

Mr.  Saulsbury 502 

Mr.  Trumbull,  460, 555,  556,  560,  561, 562 

Mr.  Van  Winkle 562 

Mr.  Wilson 555 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 562 

Overland  Mail  Company,  joint  resolution  (H. 
R.  No.  93)  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  extend  the  contract  with  the 3004, 

3014,  3028,  3063,  3407,  3410,  348] 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brown 3065 

Mr.  Buckalew ; 3065 

Mr.  Collamer..... ...  3028, 

3063,  3063,  3064,  3065 

Mr.  Conness 3014,  3063,  3064,  3065 

Mr.  Hale. ....3028,  3064,  3065 

Mr.  Johnson 3064,  3065 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 3064,  3065 

Mr.  Nesmith 3003,  3064 

Mr.  Pomeroy 3063,3064,3065 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3065 

P. 

Pacfiic  Railroad,  the  Committpe  on  the 70,  101 

instructions  to 523,  982,  1022,  1045 

reports  from 921, 

1703,  2171,  2218,  2696,  3289 

adverse  reports  from 921 

discharged  from  subjects 1703,  2551 

Pacific  railroad:  bill  (H.  R.  No.  483)  granting 
lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
and  telegraph  line  from  Lake  Superior  to 
Puget  sound  on  the  Pacific  coast  by  the  north- 
ern route 2622, 

2664,  3062,  3290,  3360,  3459,3482,  3514 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Conness 3290,  3291 

Mr.  Harlan. ..3062,  3290,  3291,  3360,3459 

Mr.  Hendricks ;3291 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 3290 

.  Mr.  Ramsey 3290,3291 

bill  (S.  No.  132)  to  amend  an  act  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line 
from  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean 
and  to  secure  to  the  Government  the  use  of 
the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  other  pur- 
poses  786, 

921,936,960, 1022, 1703, 1802, 1900, 1921, 
2171,  2279,  2327,  2351,  2376,  2395;  2417 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr,  Anthony 2424 

Mr.  Chandler 2424 

Mr.  Collamer ...2352,2353,2357,  2400 

Mr.  Conness 960, 

1921,  2279,  2352,  2354,  2355,  2356,  2357, 
2358,  2384,  2397,2398,  2399,  2400,  2401, 
2402,  2404,  2417,  2419,  2422,  2423,  2424 

Mr.  Davis 2380,  2382,  2383,  2417,  2422 

Mr.  Doolittle 2379, 

2380,  2381,  2383,  2397,  2417 

Mr.  Grimes 23.52, 

2353,  2356,  2357,  2358,  2383,  2403 

Mr.  Foot ...2384,  2423,  2424 

Mr.  Foster 2423,  2424 

Mr.  Hale 2279,  2332 

Mr.  Harlan 2355,  2358,  2376, 

2377,  2379,  2380,  2381,  2383, 2395,  2396, 
2397,  2398,  2400,  2401,  2402,  2403,  2419 

Mr.  Harris 2381,2382 

Mr.  Hentlerson 2377,2379,  2380,  2383, 

2404,  2417,  2418,  2419,  2420,  2421,  2422 

Mr.  Hendricks 2403, 

.  2401,  2120,  2423,  2424 
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Pacific  railroad :  bill  (S.  No.  132)  to  amend  an  act 
to  aid  ill  ilie  construction  of  a  railroad  and 
telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the 
Pacific  ocean  and  to  secure  to  the  Govern- 
iicnt  tiie  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military, 
and  other  purposes — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Howard 921,  1703, 

1802,  1900,  2171,  2279,  2327, 2331, 2332, 
U^ol,  2352,  2353,  2354,  23.'55,  2356,  2357, 
2358,  237G,  2377,  2378,  2379, 2380, 2381, 
2382,  2383,  2384,  2395, 239G,  2397,  2398, 
2399,  2400,  2401,  2402,  2403,  2404, 2417, 
2418,  2419,  2420,  2421,  2422,  2423,  2424 

Mr.  Howe 2382,  2383 

Mr.  Johnson 2351, 

2352,  2353,  2382,  2383,  2404,  2423 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Ktinsas 1022, 

2357,  2380,  2402,  2403,  2404,  2417, 
2418,  2419,  2420,  2421,  2422,  2423 

Mr,  McDougall 2418,  2419,  2423 

Mr.  Morgan 2356,  2401,  2402,  2404 

Mr.  Morrill 2331,  2378,  2383,  2396 

Mr.  Pomeroy.. 936, 2332,2351,  2352,2354, 
2355,  2356,  2358,  2377,  2379, 2380, 2382, 
2397,  2398,  2399, 2400,  2401,  2402,  2403, 
2404,  2417.  2418,  2419,  2420,  2421,  2422 

Mr.  Ramsey 2384,  2419,  2422 

Mr.  Richardson 2357,  2358 

Mr.  Sherman 786, 1900, 2358, 

2399,  2400,  2401,  2418,  2419,  2421,  2422 

Mr.  Sprague 2423 

Mr.  Sumner. ..2332,  2352,2358,  2383,  2401 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 2424 

Mr.  Trumbull 2332, 

2351,  2352,  2353,  2354,  ^55,  2356, 
2357,  2358,  2377,  2378,  2379, 2380, 2381, 
2397,  2398,  2420,  2421,  2422,  2423,  2424 

Mr.  Wade 2421 

Mr.  Wilkinson 2423,  2424 

Mr.  Wilson 2331,  2332,  2384 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2352, 

2380,  2384,  2418,  2422,  2424 
(Sec  Railroad;  Public  Lands.) 

Parsons,  Solomon,  liill  for  the  relief  of 2392 

Passengers,  bill  (No.  510)  farther  to  regulate  the 

carria;;e  of,  in  sienmahips  and  other  vessels, 

2842,2866,3285,3455,3483,3491,  3544,  3547 

Patents  and   the   Patent  Office,    the   Committee 

on 16 

reports  from 581,1045,  1082,  1382,  1743 

adverse  reports  from 1743 

discharged  from  subjects 1743 

Patents:  bill  (S.  No. 22)  supplementary  to  an  act  to 

promote  the  progress  of  the  useful  arts 42 

bill  (S.  No.  162)  amendatory  of  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful 

arts ....1082,2139,  3192,  3289 

bill  (No.  205)  authorizing  the  issue  of,  for  lo- 
cations made  with  certificates  granted  under 
authority  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  17,  1862,  allowing  floats  in  satisfac- 
tion of  lands  sold  by  the  United  Slates  within 
the  limits  of  the  Las  Ormigas  and  La  Nana 

grants  In  Louisiana,. 2344, 

2457,  3.338,  3378,  3481 
Patents  for  lands — sec  Public  Lands. 
Patterson ,  Francis,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  3408, 3409 
Pay,  bill  (S.  No.  G^  to  increase  the,  of  the  rank 

and  file  of  the  Army 4,  17,  3116 

bill  (S.  No.  40)  to  define  the,  of  the  officers  of 

the  Aimy  of  the  United  States 134,  553 

bill  to  equalize  the,  of  soldiers  in  the   United 
States  Army.. ..466,  481,  562,  632,  635,  675, 
699,  769,  798,  818,  825,  868,  896,  969,  990, 
1002,  1025,  2082,  2117,  22J8,  2284,  2301, 
2894,2926,2963,3040,3063,   3086,  3116 
bill  (S.  No.  103)to  define  the  rank,  and  emolu- 
ments   of  chaplains    in    the    United    States 

Army  and  volunteer  forces 521,  553 

bill  (S.  No.  104)  to  regulate  the,  of  clerks  to 

paymasters  in  the  Navy 523,814 

bill  (S.  No.   1.33)  HI  relation  to  the,  of  cadcis 

aiMilitury  Arndimy  ntWcstPoiiit,786,  896 

bill  (No.  30])  to  amend  an  act  for  enrolling 

and  calling  out  tin;  national  forces  so  as  lo 

increase  the  rank,  and  emoluments  of  the 

Provost  Marshal  Crenernl 1000, 

1001,  1247,  1684,  1704,  1744,  1842 

bill  (No.  302)  to  amend  section  nin(!  of  the  act 

ap{)rov(d  July   17,  1862,  to  dirfine  ihc,  and 

emolunienlH     of     coilaiii     officers     of     the 

Army 1000,  1001,  1082,  1092,  1108,  1163, 

121)7,  1.345,  1361,  1447,  1454,  1401,  1560 


Pay — Continued. 

bill  (No.  300)  for  the  classification  of  the  clerks 
to  paymasters  in  the  Navy,  and  graduating 

their 1345, 1454,  1743,  1919,  2436,  2510 

bill  (S.  No.  231)  concerning  the  subsistence 

and,  of  the  Army 1559,  1887 

joint  resolution  (No.  72)   relative  to,  of  staff 

officers  of  the  Lieutenant  General 2050, 

2324,  2344,  2436 
bill  (No.  281)  to  amend  the  sixteenth  section 
of  the  act  to  define  the,  and  emoluments  of 
certain  officers  of  the  Army,  2778,  2781,  2962 
joint  resolution  (No.  87)  amendatory  of  an  act 
to  provide  for  the  deficiency  in  the  appro- 
priation for  the,  of  officers  and  men  actually 
employed  in  the  Western  department  or  de- 
partment of  Missouri 2778, 

•  2782,  3190,  3219,  3360 
bill    (No.     542)     to    regulate    the,    of    pay- 
masters and  military  storekeepers  of  ord- 
nance  3126,-  3437,  3541 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  546)  to  regulate  the  rank,  and 
emoluments  of  veterinary  surgeons  of  cav- 
alry regiments 3157,  3165,  3188 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  77)  explanatory  of  an 

act  to  increase  the,  of  soldiers  in  the  Army 

of  the  United  States. ..3452,  3481,  3482,  3501 

joint  resolution  (FL  R.  No.  119)  explanatory 

of  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the,  of  staff 

officers  of  the  Lieutenant  General 3481, 

3492,  3501,  3544,  3547 
bill  (S.  No.  7)  to  increase  the  bounty  for  vol- 
unteers and  the,  of  the  Army 9, 

17,  36,  42,  48,  57,  543 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  35)  to  provide  for  the  defiiciency 
in  the  appropriation  for  the,  of  officers  and 
men  actually  employed  in  the  Western  de- 
partment or  department  of  Missouri 86, 

153,  219,  275 
bill  (S.  No.  118)  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
chaplains  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
and    define    their    rank    and,  and    emolu- 
ments  643,936 

resolution  (No.  47)  to  appropriate  $25,000,000 
for  the  subsistence  and,  of  militia  called  out 

by  the  President 1861,  2022 

(See  Compensation.) 
Paymasters,  acting  assistant,  bill   (S.  No.  108) 
relating  to,  in  the  Navy,  and  regulating  the 
appointment  of  cadets  in  the  Naval  Acad- 
emy  539,  553,  814,  1344,  1364,  1402 

Payment,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  69)  for  the, 
of  volunteers  called  out  for  not  less  than  one 

hundred  days 1919, 

1933,  2022,  2054,  2117,  2207 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  293)  to  provide  for  the,  of  the 
second  regiment  third  brigade  Ohio  volun- 
teer militia  during  the  time  they  were  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
2392,  2622,  2727,  2751,  2879 
Peace,  resolution  of  Mr.  Davis  proposing  a  con- 
vention to  arrange  termsof. 2819 

Pennsylvania  war  claims:  bill  (H.  R.  No.  117) 
to  reimburse  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for 
expenses  in  calling  out  the  militia  of  said 

State  during  the  recent  invSsion 2139, 

2170,  3219,  3370,  3407,  3408,  3437,  3443 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 3440 

Mr.  Brown. ..3437,  3438,  3440,  3441,  3443 

Mr.  Cowan '. 3219, 

3370,  3373,  3374,  3407,  3408,  3437, 
■  3438,  3439,  3440,  3441,  3442,  3443 

Mr.  Davis 3437, 

3438,  3439,  3441,  3443,  3444 

Mr.  Doolittle .....3438,  3440,  3443 

Mr.  Grimes 3437,  3438,  3439 

Mr.  Harlan 3374 

Mr.  Harris 3373,  3437 

Mr.  Henderson 3439,  3443 

Mr.  Hendricks 3439,  3440,  3443 

Mr.  Hicks 3373,  3440,  3442 

Mr.  Howe 3441 

Mr.  Johnson 3440 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansa.s 3374,  3441 

Mr.  McDougall 3440 

Mr.  Morgan" 3437 

Mr.  Pomeroy 3438,  3440 

Mr.  Sherman 3371,337^^373, 

3374,  3408,  3437,  3438,  3439,  3441,  3443 

Mr.  Sprague 3440,  3442,  3443 

Mr.  Sumner 3374 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 3370, 

3371,  3372,  3373,  3374,  34.38,  34.39,  3441 


Pennsylvania  war  claims:  bill  (H.  R.No.  117)  to 
reimburse  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  ex- 
penses in  calling  out  the  militia  of  said  State 
during  the  recent  invasion — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Trumbull 3441 

Mr.  Wilkinson 3371,3372,  3373,  3374 

Mr.  Willey 3441 

Mr.  Wilson 3437 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3437,  3440,  3443 

Pension  agents,  bill  (S.  No.  199)  relating  to  the 

compensation  of. 1310, 

1344,  2139,  2552,  3303,  3226,  3444 

Pension,  bill  (No.  312)  to  increase  the,  of  the 

revolutionary  pensioners  now  on  the  rolls  of 

the  Pension  Office 1036,  1310,  1345,  1454 

Pensions,  the  Committee  on 16,  198,  460 

instructions  to 2651 

reports  from.... 606,  864,  960,  1310,1703,  2139, 
2170, 2371 , 2457, 2842, 2866, 3062, 3086, 3357 

adverse  reports  from 837,  864,  880, 

1174,  1944,  2014,  2139,  2170,  2371,  2457, 
2551,  2622,  2842,  2866,  3028,  3086,  3455 

discharged  from  subjects 252, 

1174,  1635,  1636,  2866,  3482 
Pensions,  bill  (S.  No.  4)  to  extend  the  act  of  Con- 
gress granting,  to  persons  wounded  in  the 
,     Indian  massacres  in  Minnesota  in  the  years 

1862and  1863 9,  17,  1944 

bill  (No.  406)  supplementary  to  an  act  to  grant, 
1665,   1673,    2866,    3232,    3368,    3410, 

3412,  3495,  3501,  3513,  3514,  3544,  3547 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  33)  making  appropriations  f(ir 

the  payment  of  invalid  and  other,  for  the  year 

ending  June  30,  1865 48,  75,  361,  460 

Peoria,  Baptiste,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1257,  1402 
Phelps,  John  S. — see  Accounts. 
Pike,  Joseph, bill  granting  pension  to, 3481, 3492 
Pitcher,  C.  A.,  bill  for  relief  of.. .896,  3358,  3454 
Pomeroy,  Samuel  C,  a  Senator  from  Kan- 
sas  16,  36,  37,  76,  144,  173, 

198,  253,  288, 319,  343,  435, 459, 519, 521, 
585,  608,  631, 669, 694, 813, 864, 895, 920, 
936,  1002,  1009,  1025,  1054,  1082,  1107, 
1154,  1207,  1274,  1310,  1344,  1385,  1559, 
1607,1637,  1690,  1771,  1804,  1840,  1841, 
1842,  1863,  1887,  1944,  2050,  2055,  2139, 
2371,  2395,  2405,  2511,  2545,  2588,  2621, 
2624,  2777,  2820,  2962,  3062,  3086,  3116, 
3129,  3157,  3158,  3159,  3188,  3222,  3232, 
3285,  3375,  3387,  3388,  3408,  3411,  3412, 

3413,  3414,  3448,  3491,  3494,  3498.  3514 

resolutions  by .1000,1841,  2511,  3116,  3514 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill... 141,  246,  247 
remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill 289, 

990,  1177,  1178,  1207,  1208 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers  483, 

639,818,  820,  1025,  1027,  1028,  2285,  2288 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 487,  937 

remarks  on  the  exclusion  of  colored  persons 

from  the  cars 553,  554 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156),  622,  657 
remarks  on  the  death    of  Hon.  Owen    Love- 
joy 1334 

remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  J361, 

1362,  1842 
remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill,  1571,  1612 
remarks  on  the   land  grant   for  Kansas    rail- 
roads  1683, 3408 

remarks  on  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law, 

1709,  1710,  1782 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. ..1804, 

1805,  1806,  1809,  1813,  28^5,  2851 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of 

Wisconsin 1803,  2752,  2754 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1865, 

1870,    1871,    1889,    1897,    1898,    1900, 

1953,  1955,  2123,  2125,  2143,  2145,  2146 

remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1923,  1930 

remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2023.2024 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 2332, 

2351,  2352,  2354,  2355,  2356,  2358, 
2377,  2379,  2380,  2382,  2397,  2398, 
2399,  2400,  2401,  2402,  2403,  2404, 
2417,  2418,  2419,  2420,  2421,  2422 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  a  bridge  over  the 

Ohio 2346 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2439, 

2460,  2463,  2488,  2518,  2523,  254G, 
2548,  2564,  2569,  2601,  2632,  2656, 
2658,  2659,  2668,  2671,  27G5,  2768 
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Pomeroy,  Samuel  C,  a  Senator  from  Kansas — 
Continued. 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2833,  3202 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2846, 

2847,  2848,  2849,  2850,  2851, 2870, 2871, 

2872,  2873,  2874,  2875,  2876,  2877,  2878 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedm^n's 

Bureau 2931,  3301,  3335,  3337 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3006,  3007, 

3008,  3009,  3010,  3013,  3041,  3042,  3043 

remarks  on  the  Overland  Mai!  Company  bill, 

3063,  3064,  3065 

remarks  on  the  inter-continental  teleg:raph  bill, 

'3119,3126 
remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill,  3233, 

3234 
remarks  on  tlie  suppression  of  the  Cincinnati 

■     Enquirer 3375,  3376 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 3409 

remarks  on  providing  for.  Pennsylvania  war 

claims 3438,  344(1 

remarks  on  final  adjournment... 3503,  3510 

Porter,  Admiral,  joint  resolution  (H.R.  No.  13) 

tendering  the  thanks  of  Cons^ress  to. ...842, 

1454,  1614, 1639,  1802 

Porter,  William,  and  William  Lurking,  bill   for 

the  relief  of. 118,  480,  670 

Port  of  delivery,  bill  (S.  No.  69)  to  consiiti^te 
Parkersburg,  in  the  State  of  West  Vuginia, 

a 319,864,  1001,  1036,  1082 

Ports  of  delivery,  bill  (S.  No.  242)  to  establish 
Portland,  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  and  Leaven- 
worth, in  the  State  of  Kansas 1703, 

1772,  3408,  3444,  3483 

Port  of  entry,  bill  (S.  No.  120)  to  reestablish  the 

principal,  for  the  district  of  Champlain,at 

Pittsburgh 606, 

622,  743,  2567,  2023,  2664,  2778 
bill(S.  No.  210)  establishing  a,  at  Washing- 
ton, District  of  Columbia 1361,  2239 

Postal  money  order  system,  1)111  to  establish  a, 

1694,  177],  18G1,*2239,  2275,  2344 

Postmasters,  bill  (H.  R.No.  408)  for  the  relief  of, 

who  have  been  robbed  by  confuderate  forces 

or  rebel  guerrillas. ,...1665, 

1673,  1771,  1842,  1860,  2017 
bill  (S.  No.  332)  to  establish  salaries  for,  3219, 
3251,  3415,  3444,  3483 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 3254 

Mr.  Collamer,  3219, 3251, 3252, 3253, 3254 

Mr.  Conness.; 3252,  3253 

Mr.  Davis 3254 

Mr.  Dixon 3253,  3254 

Mr.  Flale 3252,  3253,  3254 

Mr.  Wilson 3252 

Post  Offices   and   Post   Roads,    the    Committee 

on 16.  153 

instructions  to,  42,  153, 219, 523,  606, 837, 1207 

reports  from 288,  586, 

8.36,  1022,  1130,  1154,  1274,  1381,  1454, 
1773,2117,  2324,  2866,  3028,  3190,  3219 

adverse  reports  from 2484 

discharged  from  subjects 288, 

583,  1771,2324. 
PostOffice  Department,  calls  for  information  frorrF 

the 76,262 

communications  from  the 459 

bill  (S.  No.  158)  in  addition  to  an  act  to  amend 

the  laws  relating  to  the 1022, 

1109,  1136,  1156 
bill  (Noi  575)  to  correct  a  clerical  error  in  the 
law  of  June  30,  1864,  relatinsj  to  the. ..3497, 
3499,  3514,  3547 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  50)  making  appropriations  for 
the  service  of  the,  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1865 118, 

343,  1052,  1136,  1209 

,Post  roads,  bill  (S.  No.  102)  to  establish  certain, 

dnd  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  States, 

521,  583,  887,  2239 

bill  (No.  320)  supplementary  to  an  act  approved 

July  14,  1862,  to  establish  certain 1743, 

1746.  2117,  2344 

biW  to  establish    certain 3087, 

3099,  3190,  3303,  3370,  3481 

Post  route,  bill  to  establish  a,  from  Mankato,  in 

Minnesota,  to  the  Winnebago  agency  on  the 

Missouri  river,  in  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  37 

Pott,  Charles  M.,bill  for  the  relief  of,  2.392,  3455 

Powell,  Lazarus  W.,  a  Si'nator  from  K<ntucky, 

4,  12,    15,   81,    84,   86,   95,    1.37,  173, 

319,     459.    519,    524,    538,    5.53,    583, 

e'49,     769,    786,    813,    849,    880,    V,iB, 


Powell,  Lazarus  W.,  a  Senator  from  Kentucky — 
Continued. 

1000,  1058,  1081, 1096, 1108,  1164, 1247, 
1249,  1274,  1360,13(51, 1386,  1417,  1478, 
1638, 1660, 1066, 1743, 1813,  1933,  1945, 
1986,  2016,  2239,2300,  2424,  2437,  2484, 
2522, 2770, 2771,  2798,  2818,  2879,  3002, 
3029,3062,3086,3100,3129,  3130,  3138, 
3158,  3338,  3448,  3462,  3498,  3509,  .3510 

resolutions  by 319, 

524,  786,  1247,  1361,  2484,  3169,  3188 
remarks  on  the  seat  of  Hon.  Robert  Wilson, 

of  Missouri 9 

remarks  on  appointinent  of  committees,  15,16 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  military  inter- 
ference in  elections 12,  95,  101,  102, 

104,  105,  106, 107, 108,319, 524,  769,  798, 

868,  924,  938, 960, 1250, 1260, 1261, 2222, 

2223,  2963,  3158,  3159,  3160,  3224,  3326 

(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath 

of  office 52,  53,294 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 206, 

230,  723, 745, 748, 749,  755, 756 

remarks  on  theenlistments  bill 289,361,  394 

remarks  on   the  proposed   expulsion  of  Mr. 

Davis 366,369 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers  466,  641,  1029,  2284,  2301,2306 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 488, 

490,494,769 
remarks  on  an  emancipation  petition,  537,538 
remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156)  ..615,655 
remarks  on  the  disqualification  of  color  in  car- 
rying the  mails 838,  841 

remarks  on  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law, 
880,  1175, 1715 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 881,  883 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  cotton  spec- 
ulations  982,  983,^984,  1001,  1002 

remarks  on  the  Minnesota  land  grant 1033 

remarks  on  the  gold  bill 1049,  1052 

remarks  on  the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion  1130,  1405,  1424,  1425,1444, 

1445,  1446,  1447,  1483,  1486,  1487,  1490 
remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  1345, 

1362 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  1571, 

1572,  1574,  1575,  1576, 1612 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculations  in 

gold 1651,  1670, 1673 

remarkspn  the  FortPillow  massacre, 1664, 1673 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating»to  taxes  in  the  in- 
surrectionary districts 1665,  1666 

remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation    bill, 

1686,  1688,  1689,  1691 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  1813, 

2853,  2879 
remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2025,2029 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 2127,  2142, 

2146,  2174,  2180,  2202,  2203,  2201,  2207 
remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  the  military 

position  of  General  Blair 2276 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  expedite  the  printing  of 

documents 2309 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  a  bridge  overthe 

Ohio 2344,  2345,  2346 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2492, 

2493,  2525,  2526,  2548,  2569,  2571,  2574, 
2p94, 2595,2596, 2601, 2634, 2654, 2655, 2705, 
2708,2710,2713,2734,2763,2764,  2770,  3255 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  continued 
publication  of  the  debates. ...2589, 2785,  3545 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of 

Freed  men's  Affairs 2787, 

2966,  3292,  3300,  3302,  3303,  3346,  3350 
remarks  on  the  House  bill  repealing  the  fugi- 
tive slave  laws,  2963,  3128,  3129,  3177,  3178 
remarks  on  the  tariff  bill  ,3037,^1046, 3048, 3053 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3194 

remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill 3134 

remarks  on  the  suppression  of  the  Cincinnati 

Enquirer 3188,  3375,3376,  3377,  3378 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3265 

remarks  on  the  bill   providing  bail  in  certain 

cases  of  military  arrests 3293,  3298,  3299 

remarks  on    the  East  Tennessee  railroad  bill, 

3360,  3448 
remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill,  3385, 

3387,3487 

remarks  on  claims  for  Army  supplies 3419, 

3500 


Preble,  George  Henry,  bill  forrelief  of...480,  632 
Preemption — see  Public  Lands. 
President  of  the  United  States,  calls  for  inform- 
ation from  the 37,  118,  275,  343, 

394,  481,  837,  864,  880,  936,  1082, 
1108,  1247,  1382,  1609,  1900, 1986,2171, 
2274,  2458,  2484,  2866,  3169,  3188, 3219 

communications  from  the 12, 

33,  44,  93,  100,  117,  118,  151,  275, 
420,  480,  .524,  643,  693,  769,  785,  816, 
880,  936,  960,  1000,  1044,  1081,  1082, 
1107,  1108,  1130,  1156,1247,1274,1310, 
1344,  1402,  1523,  1840,1888,1918,2014, 
2015,  2117,  2140,  2218,2274,2299,2.324, 
2372,  2405,  2586,  2624,2651,2727,2842, 
2894,3062,3085,3116,3219,3289,3337, 
3360,  3388,  3444,  3482,  3491,  3500,  3546 

President /)ro  tempore,  election  of 47, 

768,  1044,  1519,  1860 
Presque  Isle — see  Collection  District. 

Printing,  the  Joint  Committee  on 16 

instructions  to 17,42,  1000,  1249 

reports  from 24, 

55,  75,  76,  146,  153,  197,  275,  343,  523, 
719,  743,  960,  1022,  1082,  1108,  1154, 
1174,  1608,  1635,  1771, 1861, 1887, 1919, 
2218,  2299,  2343,  2696,2751,2777,3062, 
3086,  3157,  3285,  3358,  3437,  3481, 3546 

adverse  reports  from 1248,  2050,  2218 

discharged  from  subjects 36, 

55,  144,  319,  693,  3062 
Prisoners:  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  10)  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  held  captive  in  the  rebel   prisons  at 

Rich_.mond  and  vicinity 118,  3116 

Private  iTand  Claims,  the  Committee  on, 16, 47,481 

reports  from  1454,  2777,  2818 

discharged  from  subjects 2778 

Private  land  claims,  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  con- 
firm certain,  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mex- 
ico  1802,  2777,  2796,  2818,  2894 

bill  (S.  No.238)  to  ascertain  and  settle  certain, 

in  the  State  of  California 1683, 

2171,  2552,  2842,  2866,  2922,  2962,  3087 
Prize  money,  joipt  resolution  (No.  42)  author- 
izing the  payment  of,  due  to  Commander  Ab- 
ner  Read,  UnitedStatesNavy,to  his  widow, 

Constance  Read 837,  842,  865,  874,  936 

bill  (No.  446)  to  regulate  prize  proceedingsand 

the  distribution  of. 3087, 

3099,  2150,  3292,  3368,  3410,  3481 
Proclamation,  bill  (S.  No.  Ill)  ralifyingand  con- 
firming the,  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  dated  January  1,  1863,  and  giving  it 

the  fojuie  of  statute 5.53 

Property,' joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  Ill)  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  re- 
claim and  preserve  certain ....3251, 

3292,  3327,  3481 

bill  (S.  No.  318)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  to  sell  certain,  when  no  longer 

required  for  the  public  service 3086,3219 

Provost  Marshal  General — see  Pay. 

Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  the  Committee 

on 16 

instructions  to 1176,3266 

reports  from 553,  982,  1082,  1331,  2171 

adverse  reports  from 1840 

discharged  from  subjects. .i 1840 

Public  Buildings,  bill  (S.  No.  43)  relating  to  the 

oflice  of  Commissioner  of. 134, 

553,  606,  669,  1082, 1331,  2392 
bill  (S.  No.  179)  to  aid  the  State  of  Kansas  in 
the  erection  of  a  court-house  for  the  United 
States  courts  and  post  office  atTopeka,  Kan- 
sas  744,1154 

Public  documents,  bill  (S.  No.  265)  to  expedite 

and  regulate  the  printing  of. 2050, 

2218,  2307,  2326,  3116,  31G0,  3289 

Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on 16 

reports  from...l53,  360,  435,606,  693,743,880, 
1227, 1247,  1274,  1344,  1345,1416, 1559, 
1608,  1802,  1944,  1986, 1988,2050,2171, 
2239,  2274,  2299, 2343, 2436,  2457, 2586, 
2622, 2696,  2751, 2777, 2778,  2866,  2921, 
3062,  3099,  3116,  3ai7,  33.39,  3359,  3375 

adverse  reports  from 719,  1257,  2622,  2777 

discharged  from  subjects 343, 

693,   719,  768,  880,   1107,    1227,   1344, 

1416,  1559,  2229,  2457,  2622,  2777,  3413 

Public  lands,  joint  resolution  (S.No.  17)  relative 

to  a  certain  grant  of,  for  railroad  purposes 

made  to  the  Territory  oT  Minnesota  in  the 

year  18.57 17,  1.V^,  4,S5,  1802,  1841 
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Public  Innds — Continued. 

bill  (S.  No.  1-2)  extending  the  time  within 
which  the  States  and  Territories  may  accept 
the  grant  of,  made  by  the  act  donating,  to 
the  several  States  and  Territories  which  may 
provide  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agricul- 

culture  and  the  mechanic  arts ....17, 

24,  153,  389,  1491,  1560,  1607 

bill  (S.  No.  11)  granting,  to  the  People's  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  and  telegraphic  line  to 
the  Pacific  coast  by  the  northern  route. ...24, 

101,  921 

joint  resolution  (S.No.  6)  in  relation  to  a  grant 
of,  heretofore  made  to  the  Slate  of  Michigan 
10  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  in  that 
State 42 

bill  (S.  No.  21)  granting,  to  the  Stale  of  Kansas 
to  indemnify  her  citizens  for  losses. ..42,  693 

bill  (S.  No.  23)  granting,  to  the  Stale  of  Ore- 
gon to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  military 
road  from  Eugene  City  to  the  southern  or 

eastern  boundary  of  said  State 48, 

606,  3461,  3482,  3500 

bill  (S.  No.  24)  granting,  to  the  State  of  Ore- 

'     gon  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  military 

road  from  tlie  Bailee  of  Columbia  river  to  a 

point  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Owyhee  river, 

48,  606,  669 

bill  (S.  No.  31)  making  a  grant  of,  to  the  Stale 
of  Minnesota  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
the  railroad  from  St.  Paul  to  Lake  Supe- 
rior  42,  95,  006,814,923,961, 

1030,  1887,  1900,  1983,  2050,  2117,  2140 

bill  (No.  32)  granting,  to  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan for  the  construction  of  a  wagon  road  for 
postal  and  military  purposes 95,719 

bill  (S.  No.  101)  amendatory  to  the  act  for  a 
grant  of,  to  the  State  of  Kansas  in  alternate 
sections  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain 
railroads  in  said  Slate 118,  521,  1608 

bill  (S.  No.  60)  amendatory  of  the  liomcstead 
law 219,  360,  388,  1176,  1209,  1228 

bill  to  authorize  a  loan  on  the  security  of  the, 
of  the  United  Siato.i,  and  to  promote  the  sale 
and  settlement  of  tlic  same 319,  2457 

bill  (S.  No.  73)  to  enable  the  trustees  of  Blue 
Mont  College  to  perfi;ct  the  title  to  their 
lands 343,  743,  2796,  3461,  3482,  3500 

bill  (S.  No.  74)  to  secure  homesteads  to  per- 
sons in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States 343,  2457 

bill  (S.  No.  83)  to  amend  an  act  confirming 
certain  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan  387 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  22)  in  reference  to  lands 
belonging  to  certain  States 460,  2457 

bill  (S.  No.  109)  to  expedite  the  settlement 
of  titles  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia  539,  982,  1002, 

1130,  1247,  1310,  2653,  3378,  3410,  3482 

bill  (H.  P...  No.  179)  concerning  lands  in  the 

State  of  California 035, 

2651,  2778,  3063,  3077,  3019 

bill  (S.  No.  117)  to  provide  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  certain  surveyor  general.^'  districts, 
643,  693,  824 

bill  (S.  No.  121)  donating,  to  the  .several  States 
for  the  Bupport  and  education  of  the  orphan 
children  of  soldiers  and  sailors  who  die  in 
the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States 694,  2777 

bill  (S.  No.  124)  to  amend  the  act  for  a  grant 
of,  to  the  Stale  of  Kansas  in  alternate  sec- 
tions, to*hid  in  the  conHtruclion  of  certain  rail- 
roads and  ti'legraphs  in  said  Smtn,  694,  1608 

bill  (S.  No.  137)  to  exclude  disloyal  persons 
from  the 837,  2622 

bill  (No.  217)  to  confirm  certain  entries  of,  in 

the  State  of  Mi.«ouri 960, 

9CJ,  1944,  .3028,  30G3,  .3077,  3190 

bill  (S.  No.  160)  fograiit,  in  aid  of  the  conairuc- 
tion  of  certain  niilronds  in  the  Smto  of  Wis- 

r.on«in 1035,  ifjSn, 

1638,  1662,  1837,  1901,  2050,  2117,  2140 

bill  (No.  164)  to  r.cvivc  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
purchasers  and  locators  of  swamp  and  over- 
flowed  1082,  2299 

bill  (S.  No.  149)  granting,  to  the  State  of  Ore- 
gon to  aid  in  the  construciion  of  a  military 

road  from  Porllnnd  If)  Dnllis  Ciiy 93R, 

inH2,  1092,  1257,  1274,  f .5.59,  2457 

bill  (.S.  No.  180)  m  relation  to  univerHity  lands 
II)  Minne»ou» 1174,  1227 


Public  lands — Continued. 

bill  (S.  No.  181)  in  reference  to  donation  claims 

in  OregcJn  and  Washinffton 1207, 

1227,  1661,  1887,  1919,  2015 

bill  to  donate  the  unsold,  along  the  route  of 
the  Iron  Mountain  railroad  to  aid  in  theex- 
tension  and  construction  of  that  road  to  a 
point  on  the  Mississippi  river 1247 

bill  (S.  No.  208)  making  a  grant  of,  to  the  State 
of  Iowa  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  McGregor  to  some  point  on  the 
Missouri  river  and  certain  lateral  roads  to 
connect  with  the  rail  roads  in  Minnesota,  1344, 

1559 

bill  (S.  No.  192)  to  amend  an  act  for  a  grant 
of,  to  the  State  of  Kansas  in  alternate  sec- 
tions to  aid  in  the  constFuction  of  certain 
railroads  and  telegraphs  in  said  State,  1207, 

1257,  1608 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  38)  explanatory  of  the 
tenth  section  of  an  act  to  reduce  the  expenses 

of  the  survey  and  sale  of  the 1257, 

1274,  1345,  3408,  3444,  3483 

bill  (S.  No.  193)  to  extend  the  eighth  eection 

of  an  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the 

sales  of  the,  and  to  grant  preemption  rights, 

1274,  3412,  3413 

bill  (No.  200)  for  a  grant  of,  to  the  Stale  of 
Kansas  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
Osage  and  Cottonwood  Valley  railroad  in 
said  State 1310,  1608 

bill  (No.  203)  authorizing  a  grant  to  the  State 
of  California  of  the  Yosemite  valley  and  of 
the  land  embracing  the  Mariposa  Big  Tree 
Grove 1310,  2299,  2300,  3378,  3444 

bill  (No.  371)  for  the  relief  of  the  settlers  upon 

certain,  in  California 1382, 

1402,  1416,  1636,  1986,  2015,  2139 

bill  (S.  No.  216)  to  grant  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  certain   settlers  on  the  Rancho 

Bolsa  deTomales,  in  California 1416, 

2015,  2796,  2878,  3062 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  42)  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  reversion  to  the  United  States  of  the, 
granted  by  Congress  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  from  Pere  Marcjuette  to 
Flint,  and  for  the  completion  of  said  road, 
1477,  2436,  2727 

bill  (S.  No.  233)  making  an  additional  grant 
of,  to  the  State  of  Kansas  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroad  and  telegraph  lines, 
1608,  1683,  1743,  3408^3444,  3483 

bill  (S.  No.  231V)  to  grant  aid  for  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  railroads  in  Minnesota,  1683, 

2777 

bill  (S.  No.  241)  granting  to  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin a  donation  of,  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  ship  canal  at  the  head  of  Sturgeon 
bay 1704,  2586,  2751 

bill  (S.  No.  250)  to  amend  the  act  making  a 
grant  of  alternate  sections  of  the,  to  the  State 
of  Michigan  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  cer- 
tain railroads  in  said  State 1840, 

2299,  2324,  2696,  2727,  2778,  2842 

bill  (S.  No.  255)  in  relation  to  the  mines  and 
mineials  in  the 1861 

bill  (No.  227)  granting,  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan for  the  construction  of  certain  wagon 
roads  for  military  and  postal  purposes,  1888, 
1900,  2239,  2819,  3086,.  3190 

bill  (No.  247)  granting,  to  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin to  build  a  military  road  to  Lake  Supe- 
rior...1888,  1900, 2866, 2963, 3039, 3063, 3360 

bill  (No.  159)  for  a  grunt  of,  to  Iowa  in  alter- 
nate sections  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a. 

railroad  in  said  Stale 1888,  1900, 

.  2015,  2050,  2082,  2171,  2227,  2239,  2275 

bill  (No.  331)  to  amend  an  act  making  a  grant 
of,  to  the  Slate  of  Iowa  in  alternate  sections 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads 

in  said  Slate 1900, 

2274,  2325,  2384,  2458,  2622,  2696 

bill  (S.  No.  264)  for  the  disposal  of  coal  lands, 

and  of  town  property  on  the 2050, 

2707,  29G3,  3408,  3444,  3483 

bill  (S.  No.  269)  making  additional  grant  of, 
to  the  Slate  of  Minnesota  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroads  from  Stillwater  to  St. 
Cloud 2170,2622 

bill  (S.  No.  279)  to  amend  the  act  of  Congress 
making  donations  to  settlers  on  the,  in  Ore- 
gon, approved  September  27,  1850,  and  the 

acts  amendatory  thereto 2324, 

2343,  3192,  3289 


Public  landp — Continued. 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  205)  authorizing  the  issue  of 
patents  for  locations  made  with  certificates 
granted  under  authority  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  March  17,  1862,  allowing 
floats  in  satisfaction  of,  sold  by  the  United 
States  within  the  limits  of  the  Las  Ormigaa 

and  La  Nf  na  grants  in  Louisiana 2344, 

2457,  3338,  3378,  3481 

bill  (No.  469)  extending  the  time  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Marquette  and  Ontonagon  rail- 
road of  the  State  of  Michigan 2587, 

2599,  2696,  2727,  2778,  2787,  3116 

bill  (No.  483)  granting,  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from 
Lake  Superior  to  Puget  sound,  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  by  th.'^  northern  route 2622, 

2664,  3062,  3290,  3360,  3459,  3482,  3514 

bill  (S.  No.  295)  making  additional  grant  of,  to 
the  Slate  of  Minnesota  in  alternate  sections 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  in 
said  Stale 2651,2777 

bill  (S.  No.  297)  making  a  grant  of,  to  the 
Territories  of  Dakota  and  Montana  in  al- 
ternate sections  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  in  said  Territories 2651,  2777 

bill  (S.  No.  301)  for  the  sale  of  a  lot  of,  in 
,     Iowa,  in  the  Fort  Crawford  reservation,  2751, 

3170,  3483 

bill  (H.  R.No.  149)  concerning  certain  school 
lands  in  township  forty-five  north,  range 
seven  east,  in  the  State  of  Missouri  ....2818, 

2895,  2963 

bill  (S.  No.  306)  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia certain,  for  State  prison  purposes. ..2894, 
2921,  3004,  3116,  3160,  3289 

bill  (S.  No.  315)  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  res- 
ervations of  the 3062, 

3266,  3442,  3481,  3500 

joint  resolution  (No.  99)  reserving  mineral 
lands  from  the  operation  of  all  acts  passed 
at  the  present  session  granting,  or  extending 
the  time  of  former  grants. ..3087,  3099,  3339 

bill  (FL  R.  No.  435)  concerning  certain  loca- 
tions of,  in  the  State  of  Missouri 3224, 

3358,  3410,  3481 

bill  (PI.  R.  No.  558)  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  patents  for  certain,  in  the  town  of  Stock- 
bridge,  State  of  Wisconsin 3326,  3337 

bill  (S.  No.  340)  to  provide  for  the  survey  and 
sale  of  the  mineral  lands  and  to  extend  the 
right  of  preemption  thereto 33G0,  3544 

bill  (No.  203)  authorizing  a  grant  to  the  State 
of  California  of  Yosemite  valley  and  of  the 
land  embracing  Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grove, 

3360 

bill  (FI.  R.  No.  559)  to  quiet  the  tiiles  to, 
within  the  Rancho  Laguna  de  Santos  Calle, 

in  the  State  of  California  3360, 

3370,  3375,  3388,  3420,  3514 

bill  (No.  560)  to  amend  an  act  to  grant  the 
right  of  preemption  to  certain  purchasers  on 
the  Soscol  Ranch  in  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia  3378,3388 

bill  (No.  301)  for  the  sale  of  a  lot  of,  in  Iowa 
•►        in  the  Fort  Crawford  reservation, 3415, 3444 

bill  (S.  No.  333)  for  a  grant  of,  in  the  Territo- 
ries of  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and 
telegraph  through  said  Territories ...3232 

bill  to  grant  one  million  acres  of,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  public  schools  in  the  District  of- Colum- 
bia  2015 

bill  (S.  No.  277)  making  a'grantof,  to  the 
Territories  of  Dakota  and  Idaho,  in  alternate 
sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain 
railroads  i|i  certain  Territories,  to  connect 
with    the   railroad    system    of    Minnesota, 

2274,  2751 

Public  printing,  joint  resolution   (S.  No.  18)  in* 

relation  to  tlie 253,  420,  435,  480 

bill  (11.  R.  No.  474)  to  amend  an  act  relative  to 
the 2325,  2326,  2622,  2664,  2778 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  65)  in  relation  to 
the -*2921 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  14)  to  supply  in 
part  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for 
the,  and  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appro- 
priations for  bounties  to  volunteers,  76,93, 118 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  15)  amendatory  of  the 
joint  resolution  to  supply  in  part  deficiencies 
in  the  ap)iropiiations  for  the,  and  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  boun- 
ties to  voluiitcciH 145,  200,  221,  238 
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Public  works',  bill  (S.  No.  143)  making  appro- 
priations  for  the  repair,   preservation,  and 
"ompletion  of  certain,  heretofore  commenced 
under  the  authority  of  law. ..896,  1918,  1919 
bill  (No.   450)  to  provide  for  the  repair  and 

preservation  of  certain 2551,  2567,  2650, 

2921,3004,  3014,  3219,  3256,  3266,  3360 

a. 

CLuarantine,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  563)  in  addition  to 
the  act  respecting^,  and  health  laws,  approved 
February  25,  1799,  and  for  the  better  execu- 
tion of  the  third  section  thereof 3407, 

3409,  3547 

duartcrmaster's  department,  bill  (S.  No.  154) 

to   provide   for   tiie   better   organization    of 

the 982, 

1402,  2223,  3350,  3407,  3442,  3481,  3546 
duorum,  resolution  relative  tothe  number  con- 
stituting a,  of  the  Senate 960, 

1806,  2017,  2050,  2081,  2082 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Carlile 2085,  2087 

Mr.  Davis 2017, 

2051,. 2052,  2082,  2085,  2086,  2087 

Mr.  Foster ^. 2051 

Mr.  Howe 2051,  2052 

Mr.  Johnson 2084,  2085,  2086 

Mr.  Sumner 1806,  2087 

Mr.  Sherman 960, 

1806,  2017,  2050,  2051,  2052,  2032,  2087 

Mr.  Trumbull 1806 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2087 

R. 
Railroad,  bill  providing  forextending  the  Leaven- 
worth and  Galveston,  and  telegraph  line  to 
intersect  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  rail- 
road at.Cameron,  Missouri 539 

bill  (No.  1.32)  lo  amenci  an  act  to  aid  iii  the 
construction  of  a,  and  telegraph  line  from  the 

Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean 786, 

921, 936,  960, 1022, 1703, 1802,  1900,  1921, 

2171,  2279,  2327,  2351,  2376,  2395,   2417 

bill  (S.  No.  IGl)  to  extend  the  northern  branch 

of  the  Pacific,  from  Sioux   City   to    Supe- 

.    _    rior 1035 

biil  (S.  No.  287)  granting  lands  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a,  and  telegraph  line    from 

Lake  Superior  to  Pu^^et  sound 2436 

joint  resolution  (No.  83)  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  construct  a  military,  from  the  valley 

of  the  Ohio  to  East  Tennessee 2587, 

2599,  3360,  3420,  3446 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  64)  explanatory  of  the 

act  extending  tlie  time  for  tlie  completion  of 

the  Marquette  and  Otonagon,  of  the  State  of 

Michigan 2907,  3002,  3087 

bill  (No.  438)  to  amend  an  act  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a,  and  telegraph  line  from 
the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and 
to  secure  to  the  Government  the  use  of  the 
same  for  postal,  military,  and  other  pur- 
poses  3251,  3266, 

3289,  3291,  3368,  3458,  3482,  3497,  3514 

bUl  (H.  R.  No.  483)  granting  lands  to  aid  in 

the  construction  of  a,  and  telegraph  line  from 

Lake  Superior  to  Puget  sound,  on  the  Pacific 

coast,  by  the  northern  route 2622, 

2664,  3062,  3290,  3360,  3459,  3482,  3514 
bill  to  amend  an  act  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 

Alexandria  and  Washington 3063,  S077 

Railroads:  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  46)  to  facili- 
tate commercial,  postal,  and  military  commu- 
nication among  the  several  States,  1840,  2239 
(See  Public  Lands.) 
Railroad  Company,  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Metropolitan,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia  173,  343,  1139, 1156, 

3086,  3099,  3116,  3326,  3378,  3410,  3482 
bill   to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Washington 

and  Georgetown 3063 

3077,  3116,  3130,  3407,  3410,  3481 
Railway,  bill  t^  authorize  the  construction  of  a 
street,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  1154, 2050 
Railway  Company,  bill  to  incorporate   the  Co- 
lumbia, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  197,  360 
Ramsey,  Alexander,  a  Senator  from    Minneso- 
ta... 14, 24,  42,95,  144,  145, 152, 197,  219,232, 
253, 263, 273,  343,  643,  719,  743, 768, 813, 
814, 836, 887, 895, 905, 906, 936, 960, 999, 
1025,  1174,  1226,  1247, 1331,  1344,  1381, 
1402, 1448,  1454,  1637,  1863, 1887,  1945, 
2225,  2274,  2283,  2298,  2458,  2466, 2600, 
2G64,  2751,  3099,  3157. 326G,  3500,  3506 


Ramsey,  Alexander, aSenatorfrom  Minnesota — 
Continued. 
resolutions  by... 253,  343,960,  3157,3266,3500 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers  483 

remarks  on  the  Minnesota  land  grant 923, 

924,  961,  962,  963,  969,  1030,  1033, 

1034,  1035,  1842,  1900,  1988,  1989 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 

Ford >1637,  1638 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill, 2384, 

2419,  2422 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2466, 

2520,  2548 

remarks  on  tariff  bill 3040,  3041,  3042 

remarks  on  thesupplementary  pension  act, 3232, 

3233 
remarks  on  civil  appropriation  bill,  3263,3265 
remarks  on  northern  Pacific  railroad  bill,  3290, 

3291 

Rend,  Commander  Abner,  United  States  Navy, 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  42)  autjiorizing 

the  payment  of  prize  money,  due  to,  to  his 

widow,  Constance  Read 837, 

842,  865,  874,  936 
Rebellion,  bill  (S.  No.  3)  more  effectually  to  sup- 

pres.s  tlie 17,253 

bill  (S.  No.  46)  to  remove  doubts  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  joint  resolution  explanatory 
of  an  act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish 
treason  and,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  prop- 
erty of  rebels 145,  693 

resolution  (H.  R.  No.  18)  to  amend  a  joint 
resolution  explanatory  of  an  act  to  suppress 
insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and,  to  seize 

and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels 521, 

524,  693 

Reciprocity  treaty — see  Treaty. 

Reconstruction,  bill  (No.  244)  to  guaranty  tocer- 

tain  States  whose    governments  have  been 

usuiped  or  overthrown  a  republican  form  of 

government 2117,  2510,  3407, 

3448,  3452,  3457,  3459,  3482,  3491,  3544 
Recorder  of  land  titles,  bill  (S.  No.  166)  author- 
izing the  archives  in  the  office  of  the,  in  the 
State   of  Missouri,   to   be  delivered   to  said 

State 1082,  1247,  1559,  1802,  2622 

Pied  river  expedition,  inquiry  relative  to  the  dis- 
asters to  the 2218 

Register,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  31)  authoriz- 
ing  the    issue    of  a,   to    the   steamer    Mo- 

ha\vk 921,  999,  1258,  1274,  1310 

bill  (S.  No.  249)  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a, 

to  the  steam  vessel  John  Martin 1771, 

1802,  1842,  1860,  1888 
Registers  and  receivers  of  land  offices — see  Com- 
pensation. 
Religion,  bill   to  prevent  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  others  engaged  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  from  interfering  with  the 

freedom  of. 1000,3448 

Reports,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  21)  to  provide 
for  the  printing  of  official,  of  the  operations 

of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 343, 

360,  1771,  2279,  2300,  2324,  2372 

Revenue,  the   Commissioner  of  Internal,  joint 

resolution   (H.  R.  No.  15)  to  provide  for  the 

printing  annually  of  the  report  of .99, 

153, 163,  200 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  122)  to  increase  the  internal, 

319, 331,  435, 460, 484,  699, 719, 769, 786, 

814,  874,  886,  900,  921,  937,  960,  1053 

remarks  on  the  by — 

Mr.  Carlile 902,  908,  938 

Mr.  Clark 937,  938 

Mv.  Collamer 491,  493 

Mr.  Conness...901,902,  904,  905,  906,  907 

Mr.  Cowan 489,  491,  903,  904,  906 

Mr.  Davis  937 

Mr.  Doolitile 488, 

489,  490,  492,  494,  902,  903,  905,  907 

Mr.  Fessenden 435,  460,  462,  484, 

4S5, 486, 487, 488, 489, 490, 491,  492,  494, 
719,769,814,874,900,902,903,904,907 

Mr.  Foot 938 

Mr.  Foster..! 900 

Mr.  Grimes 486, 

483,  492,  900,  904,  907,  937,  938 

Mr.  Hale 814 

Mr.  1-lurh.n 493,  494 

Mr.  Hendricks 462,  484, 

485,  486, 493, 494, 902, 903, 904,  907,  937 

Mr.  Howe 487,  492,  493,  908 

Mr.  Jolmson 462,  491,  &05,  906 


Revenue,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  122)  to  increase  the  in- 
ternal—  Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 902,  908 

Mr.  Pomeroy ^ 487,  937 

Mr.  Powell 488,  490,  494, 769 

Mr.  Ramsey 905,  906 

Mr.  Richardson 490 

Mr.  Sherman 489,  874, 

886,900,901,902,904,905,906,  907,  937 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 907 

Mr.  Trumbull ...489,490,  491,  493 

Mr.  Van  Winkle 488 

Mr.  Wilson ....906,  907 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 488,  494,  907,  938 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  265)  supplementary  to  an  act 
to  provide  ways  and  means  for  the  support 
of  the  Government. ..874,  881,  896,900,1053 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 881,  885 

Mr.  Chandler 884 

Mr.  Clark 885 

Mr.  Connoss 883 

Mr.  Davis 886 

Mr.  Fessenden 881,  882,  883,  884,  885 

Mr.  Foster 885 

Mr.  Hendricks 882,  883,  884,  885 

Mr.  Johnson 882,  883,  885 

Mr.  Morgan 885,886 

Mr.  Powell 881,  883 

Mr.  Sherman 881,  882,  883,  885,  886 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 883,  886 

bill  (S.  No.  148)  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  internal,  and  to  prevent  smug- 
gling  921 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  34)  repealing  so  much 
of  the  act  to  increase  the  internal,  and  for 
other  purposes,  passed  March  4,  1864,  as 
imposes  an  additional  tax  upon  distilled  spir- 
its imported  from  foreign  countries 1045 

bill  (No.  356)  requiring  the  proof  of  payment 
of  duties  on  foreign  salt  before  payment  of 
the  allowances  provided   for  by   the  acts  of 

July  29,  1813,  and  March  3,  1819 1228, 

2324,2371,2437,3002,3039,3190 
joint  resolution  (No.  67)  to  increase  tempora- 
rily the  duties  on  imports 1864, 

1865,  1919,  1945,  2017 
joint  resolution  (No.  63)  authorizing  tiie  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury    to    release   certain 

goods  from  the  payment  of  duties 1900, 

3188,  3303,  3327,  3481 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  405)  to  provide  internal,  to  sup- 
port Government,  to  pay  interest  oil  the  pub- 
lic debt. ..2015,  2344,  2437,  2459,  2486,  2496, 
2512,  2522, 2545,  2554,  2567,  2589,  2601, 

2625,  2654,2665,  2698,2707,  2730,  2754, 
2765, 3039,  3254,  3266,  3378,  3410,  3481 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 2438, 

2466, 2606, 2669, 2670,  2671,  2756,  2757, 
2758,  2759,  2760,  2762,  2764,  2768,  3254 

Mr.  Brown...: 2569,  2710 

Mr.  Buckalew 2501,  2560,  2656 

Mr.  Carlile 2715 

Mr.  Chandler 2494,  2495, 

2635,  2636,2654,2655,2656,2657,  2703, 
2704,  2708,2709,  2710,  2731,  2732,  2770 

Mr.  Clark 2491, 

2492, 2497, 2500,  2520,  2521;  2523,  2524, 
2525,  2526,2557,2567,2568,2569,  2591, 
2593,  2594,  2626,  2635,  2654,  2655,  2656, 
2659,2660,2662,2003,  2666.2667,  2668, 
2669,  2670,  2671,  2703,  2704,  2705, 2706, 
2707,  2708,  2709,  2710,2733,  2762,  2764 

Mr.  Collamer 2488, 

2489,2490,  2494,  2519,2520,2521,  2525, 
2546,2551,2561,  2562,2592,  2658,2660, 
2661,2662,2663,2665,  2666,  2667,  2670, 
2671,2699,  2701,  2733,2734,  2735,2736, 
2737,  2738,  2739,  2740,  2754,  2757,  2762 

Mr.  Connees 2487,  2488, 

2489,  2490,  2492,  2498,  2501,2515,2551, 
2554,2555,2556,2557,  2558,  2559,  2560, 

•  2568,  2574,  2575,2595,  2629,2657,2661, 
2699,  2700,  2740,  2757,  2760,  2761,  2763 

Mr.  Cowan 2496,  2500,  2594,  2595, 

2626,  2671,  2714,  2715,  2733,  2757,  2764 
Mr.  Davis 2438. 

2440,  2445,  2487,  2488,  2500,  2515, 
2521,  2557,  2558,  2568,  2571,  2592, 
2.593,  2596,  2599,  2603,  2(531,  2633,  2634, 
2635,  2698,  2710,  27,33,  2735,  2736,  2740, 
2756,  2764,  2765,2766,  2767,  2768,  27(39 
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Revenue,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  405)  to  provide  internal, 
to  suppoit  (lie  Government,  to  pay  interest 
on  the  pulilie  debt — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Doolitil. 2497,  2635,  2738 

Mr.  Fessenden, 2015,2344,2437,2438,2439, 
2440,2441,2442,2443.  2444,  2445,  244G, 
2447,  2459,  2460,246*2,  2463,24()4,  2465, 

2466,  2467, 2469,  2470,  2487,  2488,  2489, 
2490,  2491,  2492,2493,  2494, 2495,  2496, 
2497,  2498,  2499,  2500,  2501,2513,  2515, 
2516,  2517,2518,  2519,  2520,  2521,  2522, 
2^23,  2524,  2525,  2526,  2546,  2549,  2550, 
2551,  2554,  2555,  2556,  2557,  2558,  2559, 
2560, 2561 ,  2562, 2569,  2574, 2575,  2590, 
2591,  2593,  2594, 2595, 2599, 2602, 2603, 
2626, 2627,  2628, 2629,  2630,  2631,  2632, 
2633,  2656r2657, 2658,  2659,  2660,  2661, 
2662,  2663,  2665,  2666,  2667,  2668, 2669, 
2670,  2671,  2698, 2699,  2700,  2701, 2702, 
2703,  2705,  2709,  2710,  2713,2714,2715, 
2730, 2731,  2732, 2733.  2734, 2735,  2738, 
2739,  2740,  2741,  2754,  2755,  2756,  2757, 
2758,  2759,  2760,  2761,  2763, 2764,  2768, 
2769,  2770,  3039,  3254,  3255,  3256,  3266 

Mr.  Foot 2514,2560,  2625,2628,  2761 

Mr.  Foster 2515,  2603,  2736 

Mr.  Grimes 2440,  2443,  2444,  2445, 

2465,  2466,  2467,2468,2501,2514,2516, 
2546, 2568, 2569, 2594,  2626,  2627,  2628, 
2630,  2631,  2632,  2656,  2658,  2663,  2669, 
2698,  2700,  2701,  2706,  2709,  2711,2712, 
2714,  2730, 2731,  2733,  2735,  2738, 2739, 

2756,  2757,  2759,  2760,  2765,  2770,  3254 
Mr.  Hale 2501, 

2523,  2661,  2662,  2710,  2737,  2738 
Mr.  Harris.. 2441,  2459, 

2467,  2468,2487,2490,  2496,2498,2546, 
2548",  2633,  2657, 2658,  2659,  2660,  2661, 
2669,  2705, 2730,  2731,  2732,  2733,  2764 

Mr.  Henderson 2444, 

2465,  2467,  2491,  2492,  2635,  2636,2655, 

2656,  2662,  2663,  2703,  2704,  2705,  2706, 
2708,  2709,  2710,  2734,27.35,2736,2737, 
2738,  2740,  2760,  2762,  2763,  2764, 2769 

Mr.  Hendricks 2461,2463,2464,  2465, 

2466,  2498,  2499,  2500,  2501,  2518,  2519, 
2520,  2521,  2522,  2523,  2524,  2525,  2547, 
2548,  2549,  2551 ,  2556,  2558,  2562,  2564, 
2568,  2569,  2570,  2591,  2594,  2627,  2702, 
2703,  2709,  2710,  2712,  2714,  2715,  2731, 
2735,  2740,  2741,  2754,  2755,  2759,  2760, 
2761,  2762,  2769,  2770,  3254,  3255,  3266 

Mr.  Howard 2523, 

2560,  2593,  2656,  2765,  2770,  3255 
Mr.  Howe 2438, 

2439,  2440,  2441,  2442,  2443,  2444, 
2445,  2446.  2447,  246f),  2463,  2464,  2490, 
2494,  2495,  2515,  2.)57,  2.559.  2560,  2.)S9, 
2599,  2699,  2700,  2701,  2702,  2703,  2714 

Mr.  Johnson 2438, 

2440,  2441,  2462,  2468,  2469,  2470, 
2486,  2487, 2488,  2489,  2490,  2497,  2498, 
2499,  2500,  2514.  2516, 2517,  2518,  2520, 

2522,  2523,  2524,  2525,  2526,  2546,  2549, 
2550,  2551,  2559,  2560,  2567,  2591,  2592, 
2593,  2594,  2606,  2628,  2629,  2631,  2633, 
2635.  2656,  2657,  2658,  2660,  2661,  2662, 
2665,  2666, 2667,  2668,  2670,  2709,  271 1, 
2713,  2730,  2731,  2735,  2738,  2740, 2754, 

2757,  2758,  2759,  2763,  2763,  3254,  3255 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 2465, 

2526,  2548,  2663 

Mr.  McDoug;nll 2462, 

2463,  2465,  2546,  2555,  2556, 2557, 2567, 
2568,  2569,  2574,  2575,  2.589,  2590,  2606, 

2657,  2667,  2740,  2741, 2758,  2759,  2760 

Mr.  Mor«:nn 2667,  2755 

Mr.  Morrill 2546,  2.595,  2596,  2599 

Mr.  Nesmiih 2555,  2556,  2557,  2558 

Mr.  Pomeroy, 2439, 2460, 2463, 2488, 2518, 

2523.  2546,  2548,  2564,  2569, 2601, 2032, 
2656,  2658,  2659,  2668.  2671.2765,  2768 

Mr.  Pnwrll 2492.  2493,  2525, 

2526.  2548,  2.569.  2571, 2574,  2.594,  2595, 
2596,  2601.  2634,  2654, 2655,  2705,  2708, 
2710.  2713,  2734,2763,2764,2770,  3255 

Mr.  Ramsey 2466,  2.")20,  2548 

Mr.  Richnrdson 2462,  2567,  2714 

Mr.  Shermnn 2015,  2344,  2439,  2440, 

2444,  2445,  2460.  2464,  2467,  2468.  2489, 
2493.  2494,  2495.2496,2498.2.501.2513, 
2514.  2515.  2516,  2.521.  2523, 2.-)24, 2525, 
2546,  2549,  '255],  2.-.60, 2.v;i ,  2562, 2563, 


Revenue,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  405)  to  provide  internal, 
to  suppQit  the  Government,  to  pay  interest 
on  the  public  debt — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

2564,  2567,  2568,  2569,2570,  2591,2595, 
2625,  2632,  2634,  2657, 2658,  2663, 2666, 
2668,  2669,  2671,2701,2711,2712,2713, 
2730,  2731,  2733,  2734,  27.35,  27S6,  2738, 
2740,  2757,  2761,  2762,  2767,  3254,  3255 
Mr.  Sprague,  2445,  2470,  2491,  2496,  2525 

Mr.  Sumner 2344, 

2437,  2438,  2439,  2466,  2489,  2491, 
2492,  2493,  2501,  2513,2514,2568,2569, 
2593,  2594,  2599,  2658,2667,2668,  2669, 
2714,  2740,  2760,  2762,  2763, 2768,  2769 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 2469,  2518, 

2627,  2632,  2633, 2660,  2732,  2733,  2738 

Mr.  Trumbull 2344, 

2440,  2445,  2446,  2464,  2466,  2469, 
2498,  2499,  2513,  2514.  2515,  2520, 
2549,  2550,  2567,  2658,  2662,  2671,  2769 

Mr.  Van  Winkle 2522,  2660 

Mr.  Wad*. 2575 

Mr.  Wilkinson .-, 2444, 

2445,  2446,  2606,  2769,  2770 

Mr.  Wilson 2515,  2516,  2567, 

2568,  2606,  2625,  2626,2627,2628,2629, 
2630,  2631,  2632,  2663,  2699, 2700, 2710, 
2712,  2756,  2757,  2758,2759,  2761,  2767 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2495, 

2501,    2515,    2521,    2550,    2559,   2591, 
2606,  2628,  2632,  2655, 2660, 2704, 2710, 
2714,  2715,  2730,  2732,  2733,2736,2738, 
2740,  2757,  2759,  2761,  276i,  2768, 2770 
joint  resolution  (No.  81)  amendatory  of  the 
joint  resolution  to  increase  temporarily  the 
duties  on  imports,  2424,2510, 2782, 2908,' 2923 
bill  (No.  494)  to  increase  the  duties  on   im- 
ports  2751,  2921,  3004, 

3030,  3040,  3303,  3323,  3368,  3420,  3481 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  540)  to  provide  ways  and  means 

to  support  the  Government 3219, 

3251,3289,3326,3370,3481 
joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  115)  to  continue  in 
force  the  joint  resolution  to  increase  tempo- 
rarily the  duties  on  imports 3303,  3360 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  !No.  120)  imposing  a 

special  income  tax 3509, 

3514,  3539,  3544,  3547 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  78)  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  commission  upo'n  the  sub- 
ject of  raising,  by  taxation 3544 

joint  resolution  (No.  123)  to  correct  certain 

clerical  errors  in  the  internal,  act 3547 

Revision  of  the  laws,  bill  to  provide  for  the  codi- 
fication and,  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 

960,  2484 
joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia 2484 

Revolutionary  Claims,  the  Committee  on 16 

reports  from 3219,  .3547 

Richardson,  William   A.,  a  Senator  tVom   llli- 

nois...341,  480,  521,  2283,  2424.  2459,  2586, 

3002,  3188,  3239,  3445,  3496,  3511,  3513 

resolutions  by 3188 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 490 

remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill. ...539,  541,  542 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 587,  589,  590 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relative  to  the  Red  river 

disasters 2218,  2219,  2220 

remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops 2302 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill.. 2357,  2358 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2462, 

2567,  2714 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Cureau  of 

Freedmen's  Adairs 2801,  2802,  2803 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2828,  2832, 

3091,  3093,  3097,  3201,  3202,  3203,  3204 
remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas ...2901,2902 

remarks  on  the  Cairo  navy-yard  bill 3162, 

3164,  3165 

Richner,  William  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of...  .3126 

3165,  3287,  3326,  3481 

Riddle,  George  R.,  a  Senator  from   Delaware, 

606,  744,  768,  1000,  1608,  1860,  2056. 

3178,  3232,  3285,  3326,  3493,  3495 

credentials  of,  presented 418 

resolutions  by 606,744,  1000 

Ringgold,  Commodore  Cudwahuler,  joint  resolu- 
tion (S.  No.  19)  of  thank."?  of  Congress  to, 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  ship 
8«bin«« 253,262,435,842,874,960 


Rivers,  bill  (S.  No.  146)  to  enlarge  the  canals 
and  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Fox  and 
Wisconsin,  from  the  Mississippi  river  to 
Lake  Michigan,  for  military,  naval,  and  com- 
mercial purposes 896 

Rives,  John  C,  death  of,  announced 1560 

Roberts,  Louis,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .1608,  1636 

Robinson,  John  L.,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  460)  for  the 
relief  of  the  estate  of,  late  United  Slates  mar- 
shal for  the  district  of  Indiana 2274, 

2279,  3454,  3495,  3514 

Robinson,  Sarah,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2274, 

2279,  3454,  3495 

Rodgcrs,  Captain  John,  joint  resolution  (No.  12) 
tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to,  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  for  eminent  skill  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties 48,  SO,  93, 118 

Rudd,  Henry,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 3062 

Rules,  joint,  amendments  of  the,  proposed,  36, 198 
resolution  to  suspend  16th  and  17th,  3541,  3544 

Rules  of  the  Senate,  amendments  of  the 42, 

480,  553,  1154,  1176,  2437,  3129 

Russell,  W,  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  admin- 
istrator of. 3481,  3491 


Sackett's  Harbor,  joint  resolution  (No.  54)  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  sell 
at  public  auction  lot  IN'o.   13  in  the  village 

of. 1345,  1454,  1613,  1639,  1802 

Salaries,  bill  (No.  552)  to  increase  the,  of  the 

judges  and  arbitrators  appointed  under  the 

treaty  with  Great  Britain  tor  the  suppression 

of  the  slave  trade,  3192, 3194, 3251, 3412, 3483 

bill  (S.  No.  332)  to  establish,  for  postmasters, 

3219,  3251,  3415,  3444,  3483 

Salary,  bill  (S.  No.  247)  in  relation  to»ihe,  of  the 

United   States   agent   for   the   hidians  near 

Green  bay 177IT'2222 

Salomon,  Haym  M.  bill  for  the  relief  of 3219 

Salt,  bill  (No.  356)  requiring  the  proof  of  pay- 
ment of  duties  on  foreign,  before  payment  of 
the  allowances  provided  for  by  the  acts  of 

July  29,  1813,  and  March  3,  1819 1228, 

*  2324,  2371,  2437,  3002,  3039,  3190 

San  Ramon  land  grant,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  371)  Ibc 

the  relief  of  the  settlers  upon  certain  lands  in 

Calit'ornia 1382, 

1402,  14i6,  1636,  I9S6,  2015,  2139 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  CoUamer 1988 

Mr.  Conness 1987,  1988 

Mr.  Cowan 1987,  1988 

Mr.  Doolittle 1988 

Mr.  Fessenden 1987,  1988 

Mr.  Harding 1986,  1987,  1988 

Mr.  Johnson 1986,  198T,  1988 

Mr.  Sherman 1988 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1988 

Srtulsbury,WillarJ,  a  Senator  from  Delaware,  10, 
36, 81, 139, 418, 434,  460, 542,  553,  581,  587, 
813,  908,  938,  1045,  1052, 1082,  1089, 1250, 
1260,  1360,  1465,  1466,  1704,  1806,  1808, 
2206,  2392,  2484,  2664,  3287,  3491,   3495 

resolutions  by 48,  460,  3287 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath 

of  office 43, 

49,  50,  51,  52,  54,  55,  281,  294,  296,  320 

remarks  on  the  soldiers'  bounty  bill 66,  67 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  military  interfer- 
ence in  elections 102, 

103,  105,  106,  1258,  1260,  1274,  1276,  3159 

remarks  on  the  conscription  (nil 126, 

204,  205,  247,  256,  749,  750  ' 
remarks  oji  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  Corne- 
lius Vanderbilt 258 

remarks  on   the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion  .*. - 522, 

1346,  1364,  1405,  1406. 1424,  1425,  1439. 

1440,  1442,  1446,  1465,  1487,  1489.  1490 

remarks  on  an  emancipation  petition. ..536,  537 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  members  from 

acting  as  counsel .•• 562 

remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops 641. 

642,  771 
remarks  on  the  exclusion  of  colored  persDn.-j 

from  the  cars 817 

remarks  on  the  disqualification  of  color  in  car- 
rying the  moils 837,  838,  840,  841 

remarks  on  the  Melropoliltti)  railroad  bill,  1141, 

1157,  1159,  1160 

remarks  on  the  organization  of  Alontana,  1362, 

2351 
remarks  on  tlie  naval  appropriniinn  bill....  1575 
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Saulsbuiy,  Willard,  a  Senator  from  Delaware — 
Continued. 
remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation  bill, 

1691,  3088 
remarks  on  the  repeal    of  the   fugitive    slave 

law 1715 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Frepclmen's 

Bureau 2787,  2933,  2934, 

2935,  296G,  29C7,  2968,  2969,  3330,  333G 
remarks  on  the  credentials  of  the  Senators  from 

Arkansas 2392,3362 

remarks  on  the  commercial  intercourse  bill,  2823 
remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas 2903,  2904 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 

fugitive  slave  laws 2963, 

3127,  3176,  3177,  3178,  3191 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3088, 

3089,  3090,  3194,  3197,  3204,  3206 
remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill 3131,  3134,  3136,  3137 

remarks  on  the  civil  a]5propiiation  bill. ...3258, 

;  3261,3263,3264 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  bail  in   certain 

cases  of  military  arrests 3295,  3297,  3299 

remarks  on  the  reconstruction  bill 13460 

Savings  Bank,  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washing- 
ton City... 37,  343,  727,  960,  982,  1000 

Sawyer,  William,  and  others,  bilrfor  the  relief 

of 3222,  3413,  3444,  3514 

Schenck,  Robert  C,  and  Francis  P.  Blair,  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  the  resignations  of,  2218, 

2275,  3412 

School,  bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a 

county  and  District  of  Columbia   Industrial 

Normal 1477 

Schools,  bill  to  provide  for  the  public  instruction 
of  youth  in  the  county  of  Washington. ...55, 
539,  724,  2842,  2866,  3126,  3190,  .3289 
bill  to  grant  one  million  acres  of  public  lands 
for  the  benefit  of  public,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia  2015 

Schreiner,  George  A.,  bill  for  relief  of,  1703,3413 

Scott,  Rebecca,  bill  granting  pension  to 2392 

Scrip — see  Indians;  Land  Scrip. 
Seamen,  bill  (No.  519)  repealing  certain  provis- 
ions concerning,  on  board  publicj  and  private 

vessels  of  the  United  States 2842, 

2866,  3001,  3219,  3266,  3360 

.bill  (S.  No.  246)  for  the  relief  of  officers  and, 

■  '"     and   others  borne   on   the   books  of  vessels 

wrecked  or  lost  in  the  naval  service 1743, 

2218,  3165,  3442,  3448,  3457, 
3459,  3495,  3513,  3544,  3546 
(See  J^aval  Service.) 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  instructions  to  the,  96, 197 

comnKinications  from  the 252,  3039 

Seppien,  Elizabeth  B.,  bill  granting,  pension  to, 

3415,  3420 

Scrgeant-at-Arms,  instructions  to 153 

Sewerage,  bill  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the, 

of  the  city  of  Washinsfton 55,  2818,  2823 

Shepherd,  John  H.,and  Walter  K.  Caldwell,  bill 
for  the  relief  of.. .539,  586,  671, 960,  982, 1000 

Sherman,  John,  a  Senator  from  Ohio 3, 

9,  24,  42,  43,  44,  47,  84,  86,  93,  100, 
108,  210,  219,  220,  238,  253,  254,  288, 
360,  388,  480,  520,  539,  553,  554,  643,  669, 
671,  693,  719,  786,  787,  813,  815,  839,  864, 
887,  895,  896,  921,  960,  999,  1009,  1022, 
1025,  1081,  1174,  1176,  1310,  1313,  1344, 
1359,  1360,  1382,  1386,  1453,  1477,  1607, 
1618,  1035,  1037,  1638,  1661,  1666,  1683, 
1703,  1771,  1806,  1900,  1945,  1946,  1986, 
1988,  2081,  2082,  2142,  2197,  2222,  2225, 
2347,2371,2375,  2376,  2384,  2392,  2510, 
2511,2542,2545,  2021,  2727,  2751,  2842, 
2895,  3086,  3116,  3138,  3157,  3190,  3223, 
3224,  3232,  3233,  3239,  3251,  3287,  3289, 
3291,3303,3325,  3326,  3337,  3338,  3378, 
3411,  3412,  3462,  3491,  3492,  3495,  3496, 
3497,  3501,  3514,  3539,  3544,  3546,  3547 
resolutions  by. ...3,  960,  1986,  2751,  3442,  3547 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  llin  oath 

of  office 53,  327,  330 

remarks  on  tiie  soldiers'bonnty  bill. ..58,  59,  68 
remarlfs  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  14),  76,  77,  79 

•    remarks  on  the  conscripiion  bill 122, 

123.  126,  127,  142,   154,  155,    156,    157, 
158,  160,  163,  202,  203,  222,  223,  229,  230, 
231,  246,  247,  248,  252,  254,  643,  745,  746 
remarkson  tlieamendmentofthejointrulcs,  199 
remarks  on  the  resolution  concerning  investi- 
gating committees 388,  437 


Sherman,  John,  a  Senator  from  Ohio — Continued. 

remarks  on  the  enlistments  Ijill 397,  421, 

438,  445,  541,  542,  11.30  1131, 
1178,  1179,  1180,  1403,  1404 

remarks  on  revenue  biIl(No.  122) 489,874, 

-886,  900,  901,  902,  904,  905,  906,  907,  937 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 587, 

588,  589,  771,  772,  790,  791 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  156). ..610, 

612,  613,  614,  616,  617,  619,  620, 

649,  650,  654,  655,  656,  657,  658 

remarks  on  pay  of  colored  troops,  634,  638, 639 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  Senate  contingent 

fund 669 

remarks  on  Pacific  railroad  bill,  786, 1900,  2358, 

2399,  2400,  2401,  2418,  2419,  2421,  2422 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  encourage  immigration, 

865,  896,  3292 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  continue  the  payment  of 

bounties' 866,  867 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  881,  882,  883,  885,  886 
remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  cotton  spec- 
ulations  983 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold,  999,  1023, 
1024, 1025, 1045, 1046, 1047, 1048, 1051, 1052 
remarks  on  tlie  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 
1095,  1096,  1115,  1134,  1135,  2542 
remarks  on  the  amendment   of  the  Constitu- 
tion  1314, 

1315,  1316,  1317,  1318,  1319,  1446,  1465 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ..1529, 

1530,  1574,  1576 

remarlcs  on  the  organization  of  iVlontana,  1639, 

1640,  1694,  1704,  1705 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculations  in 

gold 1640,  1645,  1646,  1647,  1649, 

1650,  1651,  1666,  1669,  1670,  1671,  1672 

remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation   bill, 

1687,  1688,  1689,  1690,  1691,  3088 

remarkson  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law, 

1710,1714 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill.... 1771, 

1865,  1866,  1867,  1868,  1869,  1870, 
1871,  1873,  1874,  1896,  1897,  1898, 
1899,  1900,  1933, 1952,  1953, 1954,  1958, 
1959,  1989,  1990,2020,2021,2122,2123, 
2124,  2125,  2126,  2127, 2142,  2143,  2144, 
2145,  2146,  2149,  2174,  2175,  2180, 2181, 
2182,  2183,  2184, 2185,  2200,  2201,  2202, 
2203,  2204,  2205,  2206,  2458,  2621,  2622 
remarks  on   the  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of 

Military  Justice 1804,  2055,  2087,  2088 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  a  consti- 
tutional quorum 1806^ 

2017,  2050,  2051,  2052,  2082,  2087 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  State 

of  Wisconsin 1863, 

1864,  2017,  2119,  2121,  2728,  2751 
remarks  on  .the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1920, 

1921,  1923,  1925,  1929,  1930,  1931,  1933 

remarkson  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2015, 

2344,  2439,  2440,  2444,  2445,  2460,  2464, 

2467,  2468,  2489,  2493,  2494,  2495,  2496 

remarks  on  the  one  hundred   days'  volunteers 

bill 2023,  2024,  2026,  2027,  2028 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  a  bridge  over  the 

Ohio 2345,  2346 

remarks  on  the  bill    to  pay  for  the   published 
debates... .2485,  2786,  2845,  3442,  3545,  3546 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2015, 

2344,  2439,  2440,  2444,  2445,  2460, 
2464,  2467,  2468,  2489,  2493,  2494, 
2495,  2496,  2498,  2501,  2513,  2514, 
2515,  2516,  2.521,  2523,  2524,  2525, 
2546,  2549,  2551,  2560,  2561,  2562, 
2563,  2564,  2567,  2568,  2569,  2570, 
2591,  2595,  2625,  2632,  2634,  2657, 
2658,  2663,  2660,  2668,  2669,  2671, 
2701,  271J,  2712,  2713,  2730,  2731, 
2733,  2734,  2735,  2736,  2738,  2740, 
2757,  2761,  2762,  2767,  3254,  3255 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  81) 2510, 

2782,  2783,  2784,  2923 
remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  land  claims  in 

California 2552,  2553,  2844 

remarks  on  the  college  rancho  bill. ..2780,  2781 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freed  men's 

Bureau 2803,  2804,  3304 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2807,  2831, 

2832, 3097, 3098,  3102, 3198, 3202, 3204,  3206 

remurka  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. ..2845, 

2846,  2848,  2871,  2872,  2873 


Sherman,  John, a  Senator  from  Ohio — Continued. 
remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas i 2895 

remarkson  the  fortification  bill 2924 

remarks  on  the  Wisconsin   military  road   bill, 

2964,  2966 

remarkson  the  tariff  bill,. 3033, 3035, 3036,3037, 

3038, 3042,  3043,  3044,  3045,  3047, 3048, 3303 

remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill .3131 

remarks  on  the  Erricsson  contract 3167 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  reliefof  certain  gun- 
boat contractors 3174,  3175 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 

fugitive  slave  laws 3177 

remarks  on  civil  appropriation  bill. ..3219,  3225, 
3226,  3227,  3229,  3230,  3231,  3232,  3233, 
3234,  3235,  3238,  3256,  3257,  3258,  3259, 
3260,  3261,  3262,  3263,  3264,  3287,  3456 
remarks  on  the  bill   providing  bail   in   certain 
cases  of  military  arrests...  .3295,  3297,  3298 
remarks  on  the  bill  providiiis:  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  claims 3371,  3372,  .3373, 

3374,  3408,  3437,  3438,  3439,  3441,  3443 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill. .3379, 

3383,3386,3387,3485,3408,3487,3488,3489 

remarks  on  referring  the  claim  ofNaiunn  Ward, 

3411,3412 
remarks  relating  to    rooms   for   the   Agricul- 
tural Department 3414 

remarks  on  final  adjournment -..3504, 

3507,  3508,  ,3509,  3512,  3513 

remarks  on  the  income  tax  bill 3539,  3540 

Sherman,  IVlajor  General  W.T.,  joint  resolution 
(No.  30)  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress 

to 524,5.39,  631,  609,  786 

Ship  canal,  bill  (S.  No.  195)  to  construct  a^  for 
the  passage  of  armed  and  naval  vessels 
from  the  Mississippi  river  to  Lalce  Michi- 
gan  1247,  1274 

(See  Public  Lands.) 

Shircliff,  Mary,  bill  for  th.;  reliefof. 2392 

Skaggs,  Martha  Jane,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  2.392, 

3062,  3169,  3415;  3444,  3514 

Slavery  and  freed  men,  select  committee  on. ..174, 

•  197 

instructions  to 197 

feports  from ■. 864, 

1227,  1559,  2171,  2457,  2963,  3194 

Slavery,  bill  (S.  No.  123)  to  abolish,  throughout 

all  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  United 

States 694 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  16)  proposing  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 

abolishing 145, 

553,  694,  921,  1130,  1283,  1313,  1346, 
1364,  1405,  1419,  1437,  1448,  1456,1479 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 522,  523,  1424,  1446 

Mr.  Clark 1367 

Mr.  Collamer 1446,  1457,  1458 

Mr.  Cowan 1421 

Mr.  Davis 921,  1324,  1346, 

1370,  1421,  1424,  1425,  1445,  1447,  1489 

Mr.  Doolittle 1283, 

1406,  1448,  1465,  1488,  1489 

Mr.  Fessenden 521, 

1130, 1316,  1370,  1405,  1406,  1421,  1465 

Mr.  Foot 1424 

Mr.  Foster 1445 

Mr.  Hale 1424,  1442,  1443 

Mr.  Harlan. ..1425,  1437,  1439,  1440,  1487 

Mr.  Henderson 145,  1457,  1459,  1463 

Mr.  Hendricks 1444, 

1448,  1456,  1457,  1458,  1490 

Mr.  Howard 1448,  1457,  1465,  1488 

Mr.  Howe 1405,  1445,  144G 

Mr.  Johnson 1370,  1406,  1419,  1421 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 1405,  1406 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 1317 

Mr.  McDoitgall 1444,  1447,  1490 

Mr.  Powell...ll30, 1405, 1424,  1425,  1444, 
1445,  1440,  1447,  1483,  1486,  1487,  1400 

Mr.  Snulsbury 522, 

1346, 1364,  1405, 1406,  1424,  1425,  1439, 
1440,  1442,  1446,  1405,  1487,  1189,  1490 

Mr.  Sherman  ...'. 1314, 

1315,  1316,  1317,  1318,  1319,  1446,  1465 

Mr.  Sumner 521,  694,  1130,  142], 

1447,  1405,  1479,  1486,  1487,  14S8,  1489 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck : 1463 

Mr.  Trumbull 521,  522,  553, 

694,  1130,- 1283,  1313,  1.324,  1340,  1405, 
1406,  1424,  1425,  1445,  M4G,  1405,  MSa 


XXXII 


INDEX  TO 


Slavery,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  16)  proposing 
amendmcnis  to  ilie  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  abolishing — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  ijy — 

Mr.  Van  Winkle 1370 

Mr.  Wade 1446 

Mr.  Wilkinson 1315,  1316,  1317,  1319 

Mr.  Wiliey 1446,  1458 

Mr.  Wilson 1319,  1324,  1347,  1365 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 522, 

1370,  1424,  1425,  1446,  1447,  1465,  1490 

(See   Constiliition  of  the  United  States.) 

Slaves,  bill  (S.  No.  141)  to  repeal  all  acts  for  the 

rendition  of,  from  service  or  labor. ...14,  521, 

864,  880, 961, 1000, 1175, 1709, 1746, 1775 

bill  (U.  R.  No.  512)  to  repeal  the  fugitive  slave 

act  of  1850,  and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  for 

the  rendition  of. 2926, 

2963,  3126,  3158,  3176,  3191,  3266,  3360 

bill    (S.   No.   188)   to   prohibit   commerce  in, 

among  the  several  States  and  the  holding  or 

transporting  of  human   beings   as  property 

ifi  any  vessel  witliiii  the  jurisdiction  of  the 

national  Government 1227 

(See  Fugitives.) 
Sloo,  A.   G.,  bill   for  the  relief  of  the   trustees 

of 1130 

Small-pox  in  the  District 253 

Smuggling,  bill  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  collection 
of  the  internal  revenue,  and  to  prevent. ...921 

bill  to  prevent 2081,2117,2172,2198, 

2866,  3001,  3077,  3254,  3256,  3292,  3360 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  573)  making  an  appropriation 

to  carry  into  effect  an  act  to  prevent  ....3482, 

3492,  3544,  3547 

Soltliers'  Home,  joint  rcs(jlutii>n   (S.  No.  49)  to 

provide  additional  ground  for  a  cemetery  at 

the 2015,  3116 

Spencer,  A.T.,  and  Gordon S.  Hubbard, l)ill  for 

the  relief  of. 836,3039 

Spoliations,  bill  (S.  No.  213)  to  provide  for 
the  adjustment  and  satisfaction  of  claims  of 
American    citizens    for,  committed    by    the 

French..... 37,  1402,  1608 

Sprague,  William,  a  Senator  from  Rhode  Isl- 
and  42,  134,  152,  813,  920, 

921,  1944,  2239,  2456,  2842,  2866,  2894, 
3001,  3188,  .3285,  3292,  3338,  3493,  3547 

resolutions  by 2457 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill,  1891,  2202,  2206 
remarks  on  a  memorial  reh-iting  to  a  new  man- 
ufacture of  paper 1918 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 2423 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2445, 

2470,2491,2496,2525 
remarks  on  the  appointment  ofcertain  military 

officers 2457 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3040, 

3041,3049,  3050,  3053 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3195, 

3196,  3197,  3193,  .3204,  3205 
remarks  on  civil  appropriation  bill,  3258,  3259 
remarks  on  House  conscription  bill,  3384,  3387 
remarks  on   providing  for  Pennsylvania  war 

claims 3440,  3442,  3443 

remarkson  the  steamship  passengers  bill,  3483, 

3484 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 3543 

Stable  at  the  President's,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  225) 

making  an  appropriation  for  rebuilding  the, 

586,  606, 699 

StafT,  joint  resolution  to  increase  the  efficiency  of 

the,  of  the  Army .-. 2371 

(See  Pay.) 
Stafford,  Margaret  M. ,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ...864, 
887.  2274,  2300,  2324,  2372 

Stamps,  bill  relating  to 643 

State    Department,    calls  for    information    from 

the 197 

communications  from  the 693, 

1402,  2586,  2624,  3085 

Statuary,  joint  resolution  (No.  66)  setting  apart 

the  olil  Hall  of  the  House  of  RcprcsiMitatives 

as  a  lu.ll  of. 1744,  1746,  1840 

Statute  of  lirr.iiations,  bill  to  amend  the,  now  in 

force  in  the  Di.itric-t  of  Columbia 16.'i6 

Statutes  of  limitation,  bill  (S.  No.  42)  rcpealm-j 

certain 134,  670 

Statutes,  bill  (S.  No.  29)  to  provide  for  the  re- 
vision and  consolidaiionof  the,  of  the  United 

«"»«'« 76,  93,  3339 

S'lrani bonis — .sec  Inspectors. 

Steam  fire  engine,  bill  providijig  forthepurclui.se 
ofn A 1108 


Steamships — see  Passengers;  Mail  Service. 
Stevens,  Margaret  L.,  biUfor  the  relief  of,  2392, 

2650 
Stuart,  D.  McV.,bill  for  the  relief  of,  3481,  3491 
Submarine  inventions,  bill  (S.  No.  343)  making 

an  appropriation  for  testing ^3437, 

3497,3544,3546,3547 
Sumner,   Charles,   a   Senator    from    Massachu- 
setts  10,  14,  16,  17, 

24,  37,  41,  42,  44,  48,  55,  76,  81,  93,  96, 
118,  144,  145, 152, 153, 174,  210,  232,  253, 
262,  273,  275,  290, 296,  319, 371,  387,  388, 
397,  434,  459, 460,  481, 520,  521, 523, 581, 
586,  631,  6.58, 693,  694,  768,  771,  772,  813, 
837,  864,  879,  880,  887,  895,  896, 921,  922, 
936,  959,  981,  984,  999,  1000,  1022,  1081, 
1082,  1088,  1107,  1108,  1154,  1164,  1207, 
1227,  1228,  1236,  1247,  1248,  1249,  1250, 
1310,  1331,  1402,  1416,  1522,  1559,  1607, 
1609,  1617,  1618,  1635,  1661,  1673,  1683, 
1703,  1813,  1840,  1887,  1900,  1985,  1986, 
2014,  2015,  2023,  2050,  2090,  2117,  2170, 
2197,  2222,  2226,  2227,  2275,  2298,  2299, 
2405,  2416,  2417,  2424,  2436,  2457,  2458, 
2486,  2490,  2511,  2512,  2542,  2586,  2587, 
2.599,. 2621,  2622,  2G50,  2727,  2751,  2770, 
2777,  2778,  2797,  2793,  2819,  2820,  2842, 
2844,  2849,  2879,  2894,  2908,  2920,  2921, 
2926,  2962,  2965,  3001,  3003,  3004,  3065, 
3086,  3129,  3138,  31.56,  3157,  3188,  3190, 
3194,  3218,  3220,  3222,  3232.  3251,  3285, 
3286,  3289,  3303,  3326,  3338,  3339,  3340, 
3359,  3408,  3412,  3420,  3483,  3491,  3495, 
3496,  3502,  3503,  3514,  3539,  3542,  3544 
resolutions  by. ...24,  42,  76,  174,  275,  481,  523, 
553,  1249,  1986,  2496,  2512,  3232,  3339 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  fugitive  slave 

law 14,  521,  864, 

880,  961,  1000,  1001,  1175,  1176,  1709, 

1710,  1711,  1712,  1713,  1714,  1715,  1746, 

1747,  1748,  1749,  1750,  1751,  1754,  1782 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath 

of  office... 42,  51, 

52,  53,  54,  55,  57,  118,  174,  200,  253,  263, 
281,  296,  320,  325,  327,  328,  330,  331,  342 

remarks  on  the  coiisciipiion  bill 127, 

139,  140,  141,  154,  158,  159,  204,  207, 

223,  227,  228,  250,  252,  254,  255,  745 

remarks   on   the    proposed   expulsion  of  Mr. 

Davis 146, 174,  179,  181,  364 

remarks  on  the  bill  reinoving  disqualification  of 

color  in  carrying  the  mails 253, 

838,839,841,868 
relnarks  on  death  of  Hon.  John  W.  Noell.  ..425 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 

•      diets 484,  563, 

564,  565,  5G6,  632,  633,  634,  635,  637, 
641,  705,  819,  820,  871,  872,  990,  991 
remarks   on  the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion  521,  694,  1130,  1421, 

1447,  1465,  1479,  1486,  1487,  1488,  1489 

remarks  on  a  petition  for  emancipation 536, 

538 
remarks  on  the  exclusion  of  colored   persons 

from  the  cars 553,  554,  816,  817,  818 

remarks    on    the    consular     and     diplomatic 

bill 1092,  1093, 

1094,  1095,  1096,  1109,  1110,  1111,  1112, 
1113,  1114,  1117,  1134,  1135,  2347,  2907 
remarks  on  the  Metropolitan  railroad  bill,  1141, 
1157,  1158,  1159,  1161 
remarks  on   the  bill  to  promote  enlistments, 
1178,  1180,  1182 
remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.   Owen   Love- 
joy 1334 

remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  1346, 

1362,     1363,    1705,    1746, 

1843,1844,2348,2350,2351 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ..1527, 

1528,  1530,  1568,  1569,  1611 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  apeculniions  in 

gold 1648,  1649,  1668 

remarks  on  the  legislative  approfiriation  bill, 

1685,  1686,  1690 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  certain  assay 

offices 1773,  1774,  1846,  1917 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  180(), 
1808,  2845,  2852,  2853,  2879 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  a  consti- 
tutional quoiuni 1806,  2087 

remarks  on  the  cuniticy  bill 1867, 

1873,  1893,  1894,  1895,  1896,  1897, 
1900,  19r.5,  1950,  1958,  2124,  2127, 
2128,  2130,  2131,  213^,  2142,  2149 


Sumner,Charles,aSenatorfrom  Massachusetts — 
Continiied. 
remarks  on  the  temporary  increase  of  import 

duties 1919,  1929,  1930,  1931,  1932,  1933 

remarks  on  the  District  registration  bill. ..2141, 

2241,2244,2246,2247 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  expedite  the  printing  of 

documents 2307,  2308,  2309 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2344, 

2437,  2438,  2439,  2466,  2489,  2491, 
2492,  2493,  2501,  2513,  2514,  2568,  2569, 
2593,  2594,  2599,  2658,  2667,  2668,  2669, 
2714,  2740,  2760,  2762,  2763,  2768,  2769 
remarks  On  the  bill  providing  mail  service  to 

Brazil 2374,2435 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 2332, 

2352,  2358,  2383,  2401 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 

city  of  Washington 2486, 

2511,  2543,2544,2545 
remarks  on  the  credentials  of  the  Senators  from 

Arkansas 2458,3365 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  land  claims  in 

Oalifornia 2552,2869- 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill ....2567, 

3102,  3103 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  continued 

publication  of  the  debates 2784, 

•  '        2786,  3545,  3546 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 

Bureau 2786,2787,2798,  2800, 

2801,  2802,  2803,  2931,  2932,2933,2935, 
2971,  2972,  2973,  2974,  2975,  2976,  2977, 
3292,  3299,  3300,  3301.  3302,  3303,  3304, 
3309,  3327,  3328,  3329,  3330,  3331,  33.32, 
3333,  3334,  3336,  3337,  3341,  3342,  3346 
remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas 2895, 

2896,  2898,"  2899,  2900,  2901,  2906 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill,  2923, 2924, 3448 

remarks  on  the  commercial  intercourse  bill, 

2930,  2931,  3222,  3325 

remarks  on  the  House  resolution  repealing  the 

fugitive  slave  laws 2963,  3126, 

3127,  3128,  3129,  3158,  3176,  3177,  3178 

remarks  on  the  tariffbill 3006,  3009,  3010, 

3031, 3033, 3034, 3035, 3037, 3038, 3039, 3042, 

3044,  3045,  3046,  3048,  3049,  3051, 3052, 3303 

remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill ...3131, 

3132,  3133,  3134,  3135,  3137 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ..3219, 

3229,  3230,  3235,  3236,  3237,  3238, 

3258,  3259,  3260,  3261,  3263,  3264 

remarks  on   the  bill    providing  bail  in  certain 

cases  of  military  arrests 3293,  3294 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  Pennsylvania 

war  claims 3374 

remarks  on  the  bill  forthepunishment  of  guer- 
rillas  3418,3482 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill... .3489 
remarks  on  the  reconstruction  bill. ..3460,  3461 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  National 

Academy 3492,'3493 

remarks  on  final  adjournment,  3502,  3503,3504, 
3505,  3506,  3508,  3510,  3511,  3512,  3513 

remarks  on  the  income  tax  bill 3539,  3540 

Surveyor  generals'  districts,  bill  to  provide  for  the 

consolidation  of  certain 643,  693,  824 

Sutliff  &  Case,  bill  for  the  relief  of 756, 

.       1802,  2372 

Swamp  and  ov.er(lovved  lands,  bill  (S.  No.  164)  to 

revive  an  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  and 

locators  of. 1082,  2299 

Sweeting,  Anthony,  joint  resolution  (H.  R  No. 
117)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  settle  and   jiay  the  claim  of,  late  pilot  of 

the  United  States  steamer  Juniata 3446, 

3462,  3482,  3495,  3514 


Tariir,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  122)  to  increase  the. ..319, 

331,  435,  460,  484,  699,  719,  769,  786, 

814,  874,  886,  900,  921,  936,  960,  1053 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  81)  amendatory  of 

tlie  joint  resolution  to  increase  temporarily 

the  duties  on  imports 2424, 

2510,  2782,  2908,  2923 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  CoUamer 2783 

Mr.  Conness 2782 

Mr.  Fesscnd.  II 2510, 

2782,  2783,  2784,  2908,  2923 
Mr.  Grimes ^783 
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Tariff,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  81)  amenda- 
tory of  ttie  joint  resolution  to  increase  tem- 
porarily the  duties  on  imports — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Henderson 2783 

JMr.  Johnson 2782,  2783,  2784,  2923 

-        Mr.  Sherman. .2510,2782,2783,2784,2923 

Mr.  Sumner 2908 

bill  (S.  No.  494)  to  increase  the  duties  on  im- 
ports  2751,  2921,  3004, 

3030,  3040,  3303,  3323,  3368,  3420, 3481 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 3037, 

3038,  3050,  3051,  3053,  3368 

Mr.  Brown 3043 

Mr.  Buckalew. 3042,  3050,  3051,  3052 

Mr.  Chandler 3008,  3009,  3050 

Mr.  Clark 3005, 

3006,  3007,  3008,  3009,  3010,  3011, 3012, 
3014,  3031,  3032,  3036,  3038,  3047,  3053 

Mr.  CoUamer 3034,  3035,  3036 

Mr.  Conness 3005, 

3006,  3010,  3014,  3046,  3049,  3050 

Mr.  Cowan 3042 

Mr.  Dixon 3011, 

3012,  3031,  3037,  3047,  3050,  3053 

Mr.  Doolittle 3052 

Mr.  Fessenden 2921,  3004,  3005, 

3006,  3009,  3011,  3012,  3013,  3014, 
3030,  3031,  3032,  3033,  3034,  3035, 
3036,  3037,  30.38,  3039,  3041,  3042, 
3044,  3045,  3046,  3047,  3048,  3049, 
3050,  3051,  3052,  3053,  3323,  3368 

Mr.  Foot 3012 

Mr.  Foster 3036, 

3037,  3038,  3041,  3051,  3052,  3368 
Mr.  Grimes. ..3034,  3038,  3045,  3051,  3053 

Mr.  Hale 3005,  3049,  3050,  3051 

Mr.  Harlan 3042 

Mr.  Harris.. 3032, 

3033,  3047,  3051,  3052,  3053 

Mr.  Hendricks 3006, 

3010,  3013,  3014,  3048,  3049,  3051 

Mr.  Howard 3044 

Mr.  Howe 3035,  3044 

Mr.  Johnson 3005, 

3006, 3007,  3013,  3031,  3033, 3034,  3037, 
3038,  3039,  3040,  3041,  3042,  3043,  3044, 
3045,  3046,  3047, 3049, 3051, 3053,  3368 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas.... 3014 

Mr.  McDougall 3051,  3053 

Mr.  Morgan 3004, 

3005,  3008,  3041,  3044,  3047,  3048,  3049 

Mr.  Pomeroy 3006,  3007, 

3008,  3009,  3010,  3013,  3041,  3042,  3043 

Mr.  Powell 3037,  3046,  3048,  3053 

Mr.  Ramsey 3040,  3041,  3042 

Mr.  Sumner,  3006,3009,3010,  3031,  3033, 

3034,  3035,. 3037, 3038,  3039,  3042,  3044, 

3045,3046,  3048,  3049,  3051,  3052,  3303 

Mr.  Sherman,  3033, 3035, 3036, 3037, 3038, 

3042,  3043,  3044,  3045,  3047,  3048,  3303 

Mr.  Sprague,3040,  3041,  3049,  3050,  3053 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 3012, 

3013,  3032,  3041,  3045,  3046,  3047,  3049 

Mr.  Trumbjll 3010,  3011,  3013, 

3042,  3043,  3044,  3045,  3046,  3047,  3053 

Mr.  Van  Winkle 3012,  3013,  3031 

Mr.  Wilkinson 3007,  3008,  3009,  3010 

Mr.  Wilson 3051,3053 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3005,  3006, 

3011,  3035,  3037,  3041,  3042, 

3047,  3049,  3051,  3052,  3053 

Tax,  bill  to  authorize  the  Government  to  assume 

and  reimburse  the  Stateof  Kansas  for  moneys 

paid  for  territorial  indebtedness,  and    have 

the  same  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the 

direct,  of  the  State 76 

bill  to  amend  an  act  to  authorize  the  corpora- 
tion   of  Georgetown    to    lay   and  collect   a 

water 744,  880,  1683,  2818,  2878,  3062 

Taxes,  joint  resolution  (No.  31)  making  appro- 
priation for  the  payment  of,  on  certain  lands 

owned  by  the  United  States 743, 

744,  756,  786 

bill  (S.  No.  171)  further  to  amend  an  act  for 

the  collection  of  direct,  in  the  insurrectionary 

districts  within  the  United  States 1108, 

1416,  1665,  3266,  3292 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Harris 1665,  1666,  3266,  3292 

Mr.  Powell 1665,  i666 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 1666 

(See  Revenue.) 
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Telegraph,  bill  (S.  No.  280)  to  amend  an  act  to 
facilitate  communication  between  the  Atlan- 
tic and  Pacific  States  by  electric 2324, 

2344,  2696 
bill  (S.  No.  290)  forincreased  facilities  of,  com- 
munication between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
States  and  the  Territory  ofldaho,  2]  39,  2324, 
2457,  3001,  3221,3446,  3492,  3497,  3500 
bill  (S.  No.  302)  to  encourage  and  facilitate, 
communication  between  the  eastern  and  west- 
ern continents 2818, 

3065,  3088,  3117,  3408,  3409,  3444,  3483 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brown 3066,3068, 

3069,  3072,  3073,  3117,  3119,  3122,  3125 

Mr.  Chandler 3065,  3066,  3067,  3068, 

3069,  3070,  3071,3072,3073,3074,  3088, 
3117,  3118,  3120,  3121,  3122,  3125,  3126 

Mr.  Conness 3068,3069,  3070,  3071, 

3072,  3073,  3074,  3076,3119,  3123,  3125 

Mr.  Cowan 3075,  3409 

Mr.  Doolittle 3068,  3075, 

3076,  3088,  3120,  3121,  3122,  3123,  3125 

Mr.  Fessenden 3072, 

3073,  3074,  3075,  3076 

Mr.  Foster 3409 

Mr.  Grimes 3068, 3069,  3071, 3072, 

3075,  3118,  3119,  3120,3122,  3123,  3125 

Mr.  Hale 3074,  3075,3076,  3088,  3409 

Mr.  Harlan 3069,  3073,  3076,  3077 

Mr.  Hendricks 3076 

Mr.  Howe 3073,  3074,  3122 

Mr.  Howard 3126 

Mr.  Johnson, 3074,  3076,  3077,3120,3121 

Mr.  Laire,  of  Kansas 3072, 

3073,  3074,  3125,  3126 

Mr.  McDougall 3067, 

3070,  3071,  3073,  3074,  3075 

Mr.  Morgan 3071 

Mr.  Morrill 3117, 

3119,  3120,  3121,  3122,3123,  3124,3126 

Mr.  Pomeroy 3119,  3126 

Mr.  Sumner 3065 

Mr.  Trumbull 3071,  3072,  3075,  3076 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck .3065, 

3066,  3067,  3068,  3070,  3073,  3074, 
3120,  3121,  3122,  3123,  3125,  3409 

Mr.  Wade 3088,  3117 

Mr.  Wilson 3065,  3072,  3075,  3121 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3066, 

3069,  3072,  3120,  3125,  3126 

Telegraphic  communication,  bill  (S.  No.  268)  for 

increased  facilities  of,  between  the  Atlantic 

and    Pacific    States    and    tiie   Territory    of 

Idaho 21.39,2324, 

2457,  3001,  3221,3446,  3492,  3497,  3500 
(See  Railroad;  Public  Lands.) 
Ten  Eyck,  John  C,  a  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey  43,95,  197,  343,  360, 

420,  536,  719,  727,  786,  864,  920,  921, 
981,  999,  1022,  1090,  1091,  1107,  1130, 
1156,1162,  1247,1257,1258,  1261,  1360, 
1418,1463,1522,  1607,1683,  1806,  1861, 
1919,  1933,2172,2238,2424,2586,  2621, 
2650,  2795,  2798,3408,  3436,  3539,  3542 

resolutions  by 786 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath 

of  office 52 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 80 

remarks  on  reconstruction  of  the  Union,  97,  103 
remarks  on  the  conscription  bill...205,252,255 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers  481,  564,  639,  2302,  2303 

remarks  on  amending  the  charter  of  George- 
town   722 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 907 

remarks  on  the  Minnesota  land  grant 1035 

remarks  on  consular  and  diplomatic  bill,  1115, 

1132,  1133 
remarks  on  the  Metropolitan  railroad  bill,  1140, 

1141,  1161 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ..1567, 

1569,  1610,  1612 

remarks  on  compensating  the  sailors  of  the 

Baron  De  Kalb 1613, 1614 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  taxes  in  the  in- 
surrectionary districts '. 1666 

remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill,  1691 
remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  proceedings  in 

criminal  cases 2198,  2199 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fitzgerald 

&  Ball 2225,  2226,  2227 

remarks  on  the  District  registration  bill,  2242, 

2243 
0 


Ten  Eyck,  John  C,  a  Senator  from  New  Jersey — 
Continued. 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  the  military 
position  of  General  Blair 2278 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405), 2469,  2518, 
2627,  2632,  2633,  2660,  2732,  2733,  2738 

remarks  on  the  bill  relative  to  voting  in  Wash- 
ington city •. 2543 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  continutd 
publication  of  the  debates 2784 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2833, 

3098,  3099,  3100 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 2925 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 
Bureau 2967,  2968,  2969 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3012, 

3013,  3032,  3041,  3045,  3046,  3047,  3049 

remarks   on    the    inter-continental    telegraph 

bill 3065,  3066,  3067,  3068,  3070,  3073, 

3074,  3120,  3121,  3122,  3123,  3125,  3409 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3265 

remarks  on  Arkansas  representation,  3361,3367 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  Pennsylvania 

war  claims 3370, 

3371,  3372,  3373,  3374,  3438,  3439,  3441 

remarks  on  House  conscription  bill,  3384, 3387 

remarks  on  steamship  passengers  bill. ..3456, 

3484 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  courts  in  north- 
ern New  York 3542,  3543 

Territories,  the  Committee  on 16 

reports  from 480, 

693,  1310,  2118,  2218,  2457,  2510,  2921 

discharged  from  subjects 2324 

Territory  of  Montana,  bill  (No.  15)  to  provide  a 
temporary  government  for  the.. .1209,  1210, 
1310, 1345, 1361, 1382, 1402, 1616, 1639, 1694, 
1704,  1744,  1804,1842,2347,2372,2436.2510 
Testimonial,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  51)  author- 
izing the  acceptance  of  a  certain,  from  the 

Government  of  Great  Britain 2117, 

2222,  2696,  2727,  2842 
Thanks  of  Congress,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No. 
1)  of,  to  Major  General  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
and  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  fought 
under  his  command  during  the  rebellion  and 
providing  that  the  President  of  the  Uniti-d 
States  shall  cause  a  medal  to  be  struck  to  be 
presented  to  Major  General  Grant  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America 12,  36,  41 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  2)  expressive  of  the, 
to  Major  General  Nathaniel  P.  Banks  and 
the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command 
at  Port  Hudson,  17,  134,  257,  343,  361,  421 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  3)  expressive  of  the, 
to  Major  General  Joseph  Hooker,  Major 
General  George  G.  Meade,  Major  General 
Oliver  O.  Howard,  and  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  army  of  the  Potomac 17, 

134,  257,  343,  361,  421 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  5)  of,  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Ambrose  E.  Burnside  and  the  officers 
and  men  who  have  fought  under  his  com- 
mand  24,  134,  257,  343,  361,  421 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  12)  tendering  the, 
to  Captain  John  Rodgers,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  for  eminent  skill  and  zeal  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties 48,  80,  93,  118 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  11)  of,  to  Major  Gen- 
eral George  H.  Thomas  and  the  officers  and 
men  who  fought  under  his  command  at  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga 134, 

262,  435,  1001,  1036 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  14)  presenting  the,  to 
Cornelius  Vanderbilt  for  a  gift  of  the  steam- 
ship Vanderbilt...l45, 153,  257,  343,  361, 421 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  19)  tentlering  the,  to 
Commodore  Cadwalader  Ringgold,  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  United  States  ship 
Sabine 253,  262,  435,  842,  874,  960 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  30)  tendering  the, 

to  Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman 524, 

539,  631,  669,  786 

joint  resolution  (No.  35)  of,  to  the  volunteer  sol- 
diers who  have  reiinlisted  in  the  Army,  699, 
880,  881,  1053 

joint  resolution  (No.  13)  tendering  the,  to  Ad- 
miral Porter 842,  1454,  1614,  1639, 1802 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  60)  tendering  the,  and 
for  the  presentation  of  a  medal  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Joseph  Bailey,  of  the  fourth  regiment 

Wisconsin  volunteers 2542, 

2587,  2622,  2664,  2778,  2796,  2894 


XXXIV 


INDEX  TO 


Thomas,  Major  General  George  H.,  joint  resolu- 
tion (No.  11)  of  thanks  to,  and  the  officers 
and  men  wiio  fought  under  his  command  at 

the  battle  of  Chickamau^a 134, 

262,  435,  1001,  1036 

Throckmorton,  Mary,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .1344 

Title,  bill  (S.  No.  73)  to  enable  the  trustees  of 

Blue  Mont  College  to  perfect  the,  to  their 

lands 343,  743,  2796,  3461,  3482,3500 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  228)  confirming  the,  of  Joseph 
Ford  to  certain  lands  in  Rice  county,  in  Min- 
nesota, 635,  719, 1454, 1616, 1636, 1682, 1802 
Titles,  bill  to  quiet,  in  favor  of  parties  in  actual 
possession  of  lands  situated  in  the  District  of 

Columbia 420,  439,  999,  3410 

bill  (No.  109)  to  expedite  the  settlement  of,  to 

landintheStateofCalifornia.. .539,982, 1002, 

1130,  1247,  1310.  2653,  3378,  3410,  3482 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Carlile....l002,  1247,  1310, 1311, 1312 

Mr.  Collamer 1312 

Mr.  Conness,  1130,  1311,  1312,1313,2653 

Mr.  Davis 1311 

Mr.  Hale 2652,  2653 

Mr.  Harlan 1311,  1312,  1313,  2653 

Mr.  Hendricks 1311,  1312 

Mr.  Johnson 1312 

Mr.  Sherman 1313 

(See  Public  Lands.) 
Tonnage,  bill  (No.  119)  to  regulate  the  admeas- 
urement of,  of  ships  and  vessols  of  tlie  United 

States 1402,  16.35,  1888,  2017,  2117,  2207 

Trade,  bill  (S.  No.  272)  to  faciliiatp,  on  the  Red 
river  ofthe  North,  2197,2437,3415,3444,3483 
bill  (S.  No.  232)  in  addition  to  the  several  acts 
concerning  commercial  intercour.se  between 
the  loyal  and  thcinsurrectionary  States,  and 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of  captured  and 
abandoned  property,  the  prevention  of  frauds 
in  States  declared  in  insurrection,  1609,  2819, 
2820,  2930,  3222,3323,3482,3483,3497,3500 
Treasury  Department,  calls  for  information  from 
ihe,  219, 880,1361,1402,1661,2299,2376,3188 

communications  from  the 12,  15,  41,  536, 

969,  1300,  1557,  1840,  2298,  2624,  3116 
bill  (S.  No.  243)  to  amend  section  eight  of  an 

act  to  establish  the 1743 

Treaties,  bill  (No.  487)  to  provide  for  the  execu- 
tion of,  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations  respecting  consulnrjurisdiction  over 
the  crews  of  vessels  of  such  foreign  nations 
in  the  waters  and  ports  of  the  United  States, 
2587,  2599,  2778,  2797,  2818,  2894 
Treaty,  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  nego- 
tiate a,  with  theKlarnath,  Modoc,  and  other 

Indian  tribes  in  southeastern  Oregon 48, 

420,  938,  961,  1228,  1248,  ]257,  1310 
jointresolution  (S.No.  12)  requiring  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  the  notice  required  for 
the  termination  of  the  reciprocity,  of  the  5th 

of  June,  1854 134 

bill  (S.  No.  156)  to  carry  into  effect  the  fourth 
article  of  the,  of  Washington,  concluded 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 

on  the9thof  Augu.st,  1842 982 

bill  (S.  No.  187)  to  carry  into  effect  the,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  her  Britannic 
Majesty,  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  the  Hudson  Bay  and  Puget  Sound  Agri- 
cultural Companies...l227,  3222,  3266,  3360 
joint  resolution   (No.  91)  in  relation  to  the,  of 

1817 3086,3088 

(Sec  Convention;  Indians. ) 

Trumbull,  Lyman,  a  Senator  from  Illinois 10, 

13,  15,  44.  67,  86,  93,  1.39,  146,  151,  153, 
173,210,  262,  275,  288,  319,  387,  420,  434, 
435,  460, 519,  .520,  524,  5.39,  5.'')3,  581,  582, 
5b3,  585,  .586,  606, 670,  093,  698,  720,  1081 , 
1107,  1130,  1131,  1154,  11.55,  1227,  1247. 
1248,  1249,  12.50,  1251,  1258,  1260,  1274, 
1282,  1309,  1360,  1361,  1370,  1381,  1386, 
1402,  1405,  1416.  1417,  1418,  1419,  1448, 
1454,  1476,  1479,  1.558,  1607,  1608,  1616, 
1660,1661,  1666,  1683,  1684,  1709,  1743, 
1754,  1806,2119,  2139,  2140,  2198,  2218, 
2.300,  2;j23,  2371,  2.395,  2424,  2457,  2511, 
2545,2622,2651,  2695,  2770,  2796,  2798, 
2b23,  2n66,  2d!)5,  2';96,  2907,  2920,  2962, 
3028,3040,3128,  3129,  3157,  3188,  3189, 
3192,  3222,  .3223,  3266,  .3285,  3.326,  3338, 
3.339,  33.J8,  33.J9,  .3375,  3412,  3420,  3446, 
3452,3458,3459,  3461,  3483,  3491,  3496, 
3501,3502,3503,  .3514,  3541,   3542,  3547 


Trumbull,  Lyman,  a  Senator  from  Illinois — Con- 
tinued. 

resolutions  by 10,  86,  93, 

153,  1154,  1402,  1454,  2895,  3368,  3339 
remarks  on  the  credentials  of  the  West  Vir- 
ginia Senators 2,  3 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  oath 

of  office 48,  49,  50,  53,  254,  319 

remarks     on    the    amendment    of    the    joint 

rules 200 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 228, 

229,230,248,249,250,252,  256,  724 
remarks  on  the  resolution  with  regard  to  inves- 
tigating committees 421,  437,  438 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  members,  &c., 
acting  as  counsel,  460, 555, 556,  560,  561,  562 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 489, 

490,  491,  493 
remarks  on  the   amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion  521,  522,  553, 

694,  1130,  1283,  1313,  1324,  1346,  1405, 
1406,  1424,  1425,  1445,  1446,  1465,  1488 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 586,  587,  588,  589,  590 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 611, 

616,  617,  618,  619,  621,  622, 
646,  647,651,  656,  657,  658 

remarks  on  Military  Academy  bill 1088, 

1258, 1283 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Masonic 

Hall  Association 1138,  1139 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  summary  trial   of 

minor  offenses 1155, 1156 

remarks  on   the  bill  to  prevent  military  inter- 
ference in  elections 1260,  3158,  3326 

remarks  on  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Lovejoy,  1333 

remarks  on  the  organization  nf  Montana,  1346, 

1362,1364,  1705,  1706,  1744 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating   to  enlistments  in 

the  seceded  States 1404,  1405 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  transfers  from 

the  Army  to  the  Navy 1435,  1436 

remarks  on  the  arrest  of  W.  Yocum,  1454,  1455 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  1569, 

1571,  1611,  1612 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  promotions  in 

the  Navy 1616 

remarks  on  the  alteration  of  the  Treasury  ex- 
tension  1661 

remarks  on  the  Fort  Pillow  massacre 1664 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculations  in 

gold 1668,  1671,  1672,  1673 

remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill,  1690, 

1707,  1708 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  a  consti- 
tutional quorum 1806 

remarks   in   relation    to  the  reporting   of  ab- 
sentees  2089 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of 

Wisconsin 2119,  2752,  2929 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  service  to 

Brazil 2118,2373,  2374,  2375,  2376,  2435 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 2123, 

2124,2126,2127,2174,2458 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fitzgerald 

&Ball 2225,2226,2227 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relative  to  the  military 

position  of  General  Blair 2275, 

2276,2277,  3412 

remarks  on  pay  of  colored  troops. ...2288,  2301 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405),  2344,  2440, 

2445,  2446,  2464,  2466,  2469,  2498, 

2499,  2513,  2514,  2515,  2520,  2549, 

2550,  2.567,2658,  2062,  2671,  2769 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 2332, 

2351,    2352,    2353,   2354,    2355,    2356, 

2357,  2358,  2377,2378,  2379,2380,2381, 

2397,  2398,  2420,  2421,  2422,  2423,  2424 

remaiks  on  the  bill  concerning  land   claims  in 

California....'. 2552,2553,2.554 

remarks  on  the  college  rancho  bill. ..2651,  2652 
remarkson  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  continued 

publication  of  the  debates 2786,3545 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2848, 

2849 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2907,  3098 

remarks   on  the   bill  in  i-elation  to  district  ju- 
dicial fees 2922 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
ment of  guerrillas 3030,  3416,  .3417,3482 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3010,3011,  3013, 

.3042,  3043,  3044,  3045,  3046,  ,3047,  30.53 

remarks  on  the  inter-continental  telegraph  bill, 

3071,3072,3075,3070 


Trumbull,  Lyman,  a  Senatorfrom  Illinois — Con- 
tinued. 
remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill 3131,  3132,  3133 

remarks  on  the  Cairo  navy-yard  bill 3161, 

3162,  3163,  3164,  3287,  3288,  3289 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Morris  S. 

Miller 3188,  3189,  3190 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill... .3231, 

3257,  3258,  3261 

remarkson  the  Arkansas  representation,  3285, 

3360, 3361, 3362, 3363, 3364, 3365, 3366,  3368 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  bail  in  certain 

cases  of  military  arrests 3188,  3293,3295 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 

Bureau 3304,  3306,  3307,  3345 

remarks  on  commercial  intercourse  bill. ..3323, 

3324 

remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill,  3380, 

3381,  3461,  3485 

remarks  on  claims  forArmy  supplies,  3419, 3499 

remarks  on  providing  for  Pennsylvania  war 

claims 3441 

remarks  on  final  adjournment 3503, 

3504,3506,  3508,  3509,  3510,  3511,  3513 

remarks  on  the  income  tax  bill 3540 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  courts  in  north- 
ern New  York 3541,  3542,  3545 

U. 
Unemployed  generals,  joint  resolution  to  drop, 

from  the  rolls  of  the  Army 2239 

University  lands,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  116)  in  rela- 
tion to,  in  Washington  Territory 635, 

880,  1045,  1091,  1136 
bill  (S.  No.  180)  in  relation  to,  in  Minnesota, 

1174,  1227 
Utah,  theTerritory  of,  bill  (No.  220)  to  vacate  and 
sell  the  present  Indian  reservations  in,  and 
to  settle  the  Indians  of  said  Territory  in  the 
Uinta  valley, 1000,1001, 1460, 2017,2050, 2139 
bill  (No.  222)  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to 
lands  in ,  suitable  for  agricultural  and  mineral 

purposes 2050,  2117 

V. 
Vanderbilt,  Cornelius,  joint  resolution  (No.  14) 
presenting  the  thanks  of  Congress  to,  for  a 

gift  ofthe  steamship  Vanderbilt 145, 

153,  257,  343,  361,  421 
Van  Winkle,  Peter  G.,  a  Senator  from  West  Vir- 
ginia  55,  203, 

387,  562,  864,  1345,  1370,  1743,  1773, 
1944, 1945,  2197,  2306,  2435,  2707,  3357 

credentials  of,  presented 1 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 488 

remarks  on  consular  and  diplomatic  bill,  1093 
remarkson  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law, 

1754,  1775 
remarkson  the  steamboat  inspectors  bill,  2437 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405),  2522,  2660 

remarkson  the  tariff  bill 3012,  3013,  3031 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  guer- 
rillas  3417 

Vessels — see  Frauds. 

bill  (S.No.  246)  for  the  relief  of  officers,  seamen, 
and  others  borne  on  the  books  of,  wrecked  or 

lost  in  the  naval  service 1743, 

2218,  3165,  3442,  3448,  3457, 
3459,  3495,  3513,  3544,  3546 
Veterinary  surgeons — see  Paij. 
Veto  power,  bill  to  regulate  the,  in  Washington 
Territory,  2372,2510,  2600,2818,  2878,  3063 
Volunteers,  jointresolution  (No.  14)  to  supply 
in  part  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for 
the  public  printing  and  to  supply  deficien- 
cies in  the  appropriations  for  bounties  and 

premiums  to 'iG,  93,  118 

joint  resolution  (No.  15)  amendatory  of  the 
joint  resolution  to  sui>ply  in  partdcficienciea 
"in  the  appropriations  for  the  public  printing 
and  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  bounties  to 145,  200,  221,  238 

joint  resolution  (II.  R.No.  69)  for  the  payment 
of,  called  out  for  not  less  than  one  hundred 
days... 1919,  1933,  2022,2054,  2117,  2207 
(See  Bounty.) 
Voters:  bill  (S.  No.  114)  to  amend  section  fiveof 
an  act  to  continue,  alter,  and  amend  the  char- 
ter of  the  city  of  Washington,  approved  May 
17,  1848,  and  further  to  preserve  the  purity  of 
elections  and  guard  against  the  abuse  ofthe 
(■hnuive  franchise,  by  a  registration  of  electors 
for  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia 631,  982,  1162,  2140,2239 
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Voters:  bill  (S.  No.  114)  to  amend  section  five  of 
an  act  to  continue,  alter,  and  amend  the  char- 
ter of  the  city  of  Washington,  approved  May 
17, 1848,  and  further  to  preserve  the  purity  of 
elections  and  guard  against  the  abuse  of  the 
elective  franchise,  by  a  registration  of  electors 
for  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  Districtof 
Columbia — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Anthony 2244 

Mr.  Carlile 2241,  2243 

Mr.  Collamer 2241 

Mr.  Conness 2247 

Mr.  Cowan 2140,  2141, 

2239,  2240,  2241,  2242,  2244,  2247,  2248 

Mr.  Dixon 2140,  2141,  2142 

Mr.  Doolittle 2141 

Mr.  Foster 2240 

Mr,  Harlan 2239,  2240,  2249 

Mr.  Howard 2248 

Mr.  Howe 2243 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas...-. 2141,  2244 

Mr.  Morrill 2240,2241,2249 

Mr.  Powell 2239 

Mr.  Sherman 2142 

Mr.  Sumner,  2141,  2241,  2244,  2246,  2247 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 2242,  2243 

Mr.  Wilkinson  2241,  2242,  2243 

Mr.  Wil!ey...2141,  2241,  2244,  2240,2247 

Mr.  Wilson 2241,  2243,  2247,  2249 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2141 

Voting:  joint  resolution   (S.  No.  57)    to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  city  of  Washington. ...2436, 
2457,  2486,  2511,  2542,  2587,  2&a2,2651 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Buckalew 2545 

Mr.  Carlile 2543 

Mr.  Chandler 2436 

Mr.  Collamer 2545 

Mr.  Conness 2486,  2512 

Mr.  Cowan 2544,  2545 

Mr.  Davis 2486,  2512,  2543 

Mr.  Fessenden 2486,  2512 

Mr.  Foster 2543 

Mr.  Grimes 2436,  2512,  2543,  2545 

Mr.  Hale 2436 

Mr.  Harlan, 2512,  2545 

Mr.  Hendricks 2486,  2544 

Mr.  Hicks 2545 

Mr.  Johnson 2436,  2543,  2544,  2545 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 2545 

Mr.  Morrill 2436,  2486,  2512,  2543 

Mr.  Pomeroy 2545 

Mr.  Sherman 2545 

Mr.  Sumner..2486,  2511,  2543,  2544,  2545 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck 2543 

Mr.  Trumbull 2545 

Mr.  Wade 2436,  2457,  2486,  2512 

Mr.  Wilkinson 2457 

Mr.  Willey 2512,  2543 

Mr.  Wilson 2545 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2512,  2545 

W. 

Wade,  Benjamin  F.,  a  Senator  from  Ohio 3, 

13,  "24,  36,  37,  42,  81,  93,  173,  249, 
252,  255,  275,  319,  434,  435,  460,  553, 
631,  642,  643,  693,  720,  743,  879,  895, 
896,  936,  1108,  1154,  1310,  1402, 
1360,  1446,  1523,  1553,  1660,  2117,  2171, 
2324,  2344,  2372,  2421,  2457,  2458,  2484, 
2485,2510,2511,  2542,  2854,  2908,  3117, 
3129,  3158,  3190,  3287,  3340,  3357,  3359, 
3360,  3387,  3413,  3444,  3445,  3448,  3452, 
3454,  3456,  3459,  3491,  3493,  3501,  3503 
resolutions  by. ..42,  173,  2458,  3001,  3129,3169 
remarks  on  the.  admission  of  Nevada,  787,  788 

remarks  on  the  admission  of  Colorado 788, 

789, 2521 
remarks  on  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  898,  899 
remarks  on  the  expenses  of  the  war  commit- 
tee  1249 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  organize  the  Territory  of 

Montana 1310,1345,  1346,  1360,  1361, 

1362,  1382,  1403,  1616,  1639,  1640,  2348 
remarks  on  the  udmissioa  of  Nebraska,  1558, 

1559,  1607 
remarks  on  Fort  Pillow  massacre... 1663,  2117 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  service  to 

Brazil 2118 

remarks  on   the   inquiry   icIiUivo    to    tlie   Rid 

river  disasters 2219 

reniaiks  on  tho  hill  to  ainciui  LhtM'.luirtcr  of  the 
city  of  WaHlmigion...2436,  2457,  24>^0,  2512 


Wade,  Benjamin  F.,  a  Senator  from  Ohio — Con- 
tinued. 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2575 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 2600 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2807,' 

3195,  3196,  3197 
remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas 2906 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  repair  of 

certain  public  works 2921 

remark^  on  the  inter-continental  telegraph  bill, 

3088,  3117 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill.. ..3230, 

3238,  3239,  3264,  3265,  3456 

remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill 3265 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  representation,  3362, 

3363,  3364,  3365 

remarks  on  the  government  for   the   seceded 

States 3407,  3448,  3449, 

3451,  3452,  3454,  3457,  3459,  3460,  3491 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Carmack 

&  Ramsey 3494,  3495 

Wadsworth,  Solomon,  bill  (No.  431)  for  the  relief 

of. 1888,  1900,3086 

bill  (No.  288)  to  amend  an  act  for  the  relief  of, 

2436,  2521 
Wagon  road — see  Public  Lands. 

Wagstaff,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1477 

Wait,  Israel  C,  bill  in  favor  of  the  representatives 

of 95,  262,  1274,  1310,  1344 

Walker,  William  C,  and  others,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of 756,  1944,  2015,  2082 

Wallabout  bay,  bill  (No.  561)  to  authorize  the 
United  Stales  to  acquire  land  in,  belonging 
to  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  and  to  authorize  the 

exchange  of  other  lands  therefor 3360, 

3370,  3437,  3482,  3514 
Warden  of  the  jail,  bill  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  a,  in  tlie  District  of  Columbia,  420, 
539,  728,  787,  815,  880 
War   Department,   calls   for    information    from 

the 55,  76,  86,  93,  96,  101,  118,  145, 

319,  343,  523,  524,  539,  798,  982,  1022, 
1108, 1227,  1345,  1359,  1361,  1477,  1609, 
2239,  2405,  2496,  2625,  2707,  2895,  3285 

communications  from  the 95,  151,  197,  387, 

420,  459,  631,  768,  769,  786,  824,  1206, 
1402, 1476,  2372,  2405,  2727,  2804,  2894, 
2923,  2967,  3029,  3039,  3085,  3168,  3325 
bill  (S.  No.  50)  to  authorize  the  President  to 
appoint  a  second  Assistant  Secretary  of,  153, 
173,  198,  221,  262,  275 
#ill  (S.  No.  259)  supplemental  to  the  laws  re- 
lating to  the,  and  authorizing  the  settlement 
and   payment  of  certain   claims  against  the 

United  States 1945,  2622 

Ward,  Nahum,  bill  to  refer  the  claim  of,  to  the 

Court  of  Claims 2696, 

2707,  3411,  3440,  3461,  3514 
Warren,  John,  &  Son,  bill  for  relief  of,  3481,  3491 
Washington  and  Georgetown  Railroad  Company, 

bill  to  amend  charter  of  the 2818, 

2823,  2921,  3130,  3190,  3265 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Buckalew ., 3137 

Mr.  Conness 3137 

Mr.  Doolittle 3131 

Mr.  Foster 3133,  3136 

Mr.  Grimes 3130, 

3131,  3133,  3136,  3137,  3191 

Mr.  Hale 3136,  3137 

Mr.  Hendricks 3131,  3134,  3265 

Mr.  Johnson  3135,  3137 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas 3265 

Mr.  Morrill 3137 

Mr.  Powell 3134 

Mr.  Saulsbury 3131,  3134,  3136,  3137 

Mr.  Sherman 3131 

Mr.  Sumner 3131, 

3132,  3133,  3134,  3135,  3137 

Mr.  Trumbull 3131,  3132,  3133 

Mr.  Wade 3265 

Mr.  Willey. ..3131,  3132,  3135,  3136,  3137 
Mr.  Wilson 3132,  3133 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3135,  3137,  3265 

Washington,  the  Territory  of,  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

116)  in  relation  to  university  lands  in.. ..635, 

880,  1045,  1091,  1136 

bill  (S.  No.  181)  in  reference  to  donation  claims 

in  Oregon  anti 1207, 

1227,  1661,  1887,  1919,  2015 

bill   (S.  No.  285)  to   regulate   the  veto  power 

in 2372,  2510,  2000,  2H18,  2878,  .3003 


Watch,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  29)  giving  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  the  acceptance  of  a, 
from  the  British  PrivyCouncil  of  Trade,  by 
the  master  of  the  American  schooner  High- 
lander  880,  922,  1000 

Weber,  Jacob,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 3415, 

3420,  34»3 
Wehrheim,  Valentine,  bill  to  amend  an  act  for 

the  relief  of, 2274,2279,  3455 

Welch,  Harris,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2274, 

2279   3357 
Wetherill,  Charles  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,'2392,  . 

2542,  3337,  3411,  3444,  3514 
Wheeler,  Peter,  joint   resolution   for  the   relief 

of. 3039 

Whipple,  Ellen  M.,  bill  (S.  No.  2)  granting  a 
pension  to,  widow  of  the  late  MajorGeneral 
Amiel  W.  Whipple,  of  the    United   States 

Army 9, 12,  2139,  2197,  2279 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Buckalew 2282 

Mr.  Conness 2281 

Mr.  Foster 2280 

Mr.  Grimes 2280,  2281 

Mr.  Hale 2280,  2282 

Mr,  Morrill 2281 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2282 

Whitall,John  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  3415,  3420 
Wiggins,  George  T.,  bill  for  relief  of,  343,  1802 
Wilkes,  Charles,  joint  resolution  (No.  61)  refer- 
ring the  case  of,  to  the  Court  of  Claims,  1491, 

1522,  3028 
Wilkinson,  Morton  S.,  a  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota  9,  16,  17, 

37,  55.  80,  81, 144, 153, 197,253, 388, 389, 
435,  460,553,  788,814,836,868,896,921, 
936,  1022,  1025,  1107,  1108,  1131,  1154, 
1184,  1274,  1344,  1434,  1476,  L^O,  1607, 
1608,J636,  1637,  1683,  1714,  1743,  1T71, 
1900,  2015,  2117,  2218,  2384,  2405,  2423, 
2424,  2437,  2457,  2458,  2651,  2842,  2895, 
3001,  3002,  3093,  3129,  3219,  3322,  3337, 
3453,  3498,  3499,  3500,  3542,  .3544,  3547, 

resolutions  by .- 145,394,  921,  1900 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  the  arrest  of 

soldiers  in  Missouri 145 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill..  ,250,  724,  746 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  (No.  20)  rela- 
ting to  bounties 202,  263 

remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill 362, 

394,  680,  1177,  1178,  1179,  1213 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 588,  589,  790 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156)) 652, 

653,  654 

remarks  on  the  pay  of  colored  troops 677, 

820,  821,  822,  1027,  2303 
remarks  explanatory — army  of  the  Potomac, 

796,  896 

remarks  on  the  Minnesota  land  grant 902, 

963,  964,   965,   907,    908,    969, 

1031, 1032, 1033, 1034, 1841, 1842 

remarks  on  the  amendmentof  the  Constitution, 

1315,  1316,  1317, 1319 

remarks  on  the  organization  ofMontana,  1346, 

1361, 1362, 1363, 1694, 1705, 1706, 

1744,     1745,     1843,    1846,    2349 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ...1012 

remarks  on  the  bill   to  establish  a  Bureau  of 

Military  Justice 1803 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  service  to 

Brazil 2118,  2283,  2372,  2373 

remarks  on  the  District  registration  bill,  2241, 

2242,  2243 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2444, 

2445,  2446, 2606,  2769,  2770 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of 

Wisconsin 2753 

remarks  on  conscription  bill. ...2833,  3093,3488 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2847, 

2875,  2876,  2877 

remarks  on  thetarifi"bill,  3007,3008,3009,3010 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3201, 

3202,  3264,  3205 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Fieed men's 

Bureau.. ..3341,  3342,  3344,  3345,  3340,  3348 

remarks  oti  the  bill  providing  for  Pennsylvania 

war  claims 3371,  3372,  3373,  3374 

remarks  on  final  adjournment 3503,  3504 

Willey,  Waitman  T.,  a  Senator  from  West  Vir- 
ginia  55,  117,  300,  389,727, 

780,900,982,10(10.  1102,1310,1300,  1410. 
1417,  1470,  1.W2,  1017,  10 IS.  1001,  r,l)3. 
2014,  2050,  2197,  2274,  24:!0,  3280,  3541 
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resolutions  by 1661 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  LemuelJ.  Bow- 
den 147 

remarks  on  the  exclusion  of  colored  persons 

from  the  cars 817 

remarks  on  bill  to  promote  enlistments. ...1216, 

1228 
remarks  on  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution, 

1446,  1458 

remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  1812, 1813 

remarks  on  the  District  registration  bill. ..2141, 

2241,  2244,  2246,  2247 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 

city  of  Washington 2512,  2543 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 

Bureau 2933, 2934, 2975, 2976, 2977, 3301, 

3323, 3329, 3330, 3334, 3335, 3336, 3337, 3341 
remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill 3131,3132,  3135,  3136,3137 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 

fugitive  slave  laws 3177 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  tiie  punishment  of  guer- 
rillas  3416,3417 

remarks  on  providing  for  Pennsylvania  war 

claims 3441 

Williams,  Edward,  bill  for  relief  of.. ..2392,  2866 

Williams,  Jesse,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1491, 

1522,  1944,  2015,  2082 

Williams,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 3415, 

3420,3455,3482,3514 
Wilson,  Henry,  a  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
3,  9,  16,  17,  24,  28,  36,  43,  44,  55,  57,  75, 
7-6,93,95,96,  100,  117,118,  127,134,  137, 
138,  145,  151,  153,  164,  173, 198,219,252. 
253, 257,  262,  275,  289,  319,  331,  343,  351, 
360,  420,  434,  435,  445,  460,-481,  494,  520, 
521,  523,  524,  539,  542,  543,  553,  555,  581, 
585,  671,  768,  769,  786,  787,  814,  824,  837, 
864,  868,  880,  881,  887,  896,  908,  921,  938, 
960,  982,  999,  1022,  1025,  1044,  1081, 
1082,  1083,  1108,  1110,  1130,  1154,  1158, 
1174,  1176,  1207,  1227,  1236,  1247,  1248, 
1274,  1310,  1344,  1361,  1385,  1386,  1402, 
1435,  1453,  1465,  1477,  1519,  1522,  1523, 
1.559,  1609,  1617,  1618,  1635,  1G83,  1706, 
1743,  1771,  1887,  1901,  1922,  1944,  1945, 
1985,  1986,  2050,  2081,  2117,  2170,  2197, 
2207,  2223,  2224,  2225,  2226,  2238,  2239, 
2279,  2282,  2301,  2310,  2324,  2332,  2371, 
2372,  2457,  2484,  2510,  2545,  2552,  2567, 
2586,  2622,  2650,  2664,  266.5,  2695,  2751, 
2844,  2894,  2908,  2962,  2963,  3001,  3002, 
3004,  3028,  3040,  3051,  3053,  3062,  3116, 
3126,  3178,  3188,  3190,  3218,  3219,  3232, 
3266,  3285,  3287,  3338,  3350,  3360,  3378, 
3388,3411,  3412,  3436,  3437,  3442,3451, 
3452,  3462,  3483,  3484,  3501,  3541,  3546 

resolutions  by 9, 

93,  96,  253,  319,  435,  769,  824,  1227, 

1274,  1361,  1477,  1519,  1609,  2239,  2275 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  bounty  and 

pay  of  volunteers 9,  17, 

36,  48,  58,  64,  66,  67,  68,  543 
remarks  on   the  bill  (No.   18)  to  amend  the 

enrollment  act 37,  48,  81,  83,  84,  85 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  14),  76,  79,  80 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  military   inter- 
ference in  elections 96,  97,  105,  106 

remarks  on  conscription  bill, 95,  100,  119,120, 
122,  123,  124,  125,  126,  127,139,141,  142, 

143,  154,  156,  1.59,  160,  161,  163,200,201, 
202,  203,  204,  205,  207,  208,  209,221,  222, 
223,  225,  226,  229,  230,  231,  238,244,245, 
246,  247,  248,  2.50,  251,  252,  254,  635,  643, 
672,  723,  724,  744,  74.5,  746,  747,  748,  749 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  continue  the  payment  of 

bounties 108,  119,  153 

remarks  on  the  enlistments  bill. ..134,  253,289, 

361,  394,  397,  421,  438,  445,  542, 

922,1176,1177,1178,1180,1181, 

1182,  1184,  1207,1208,  1210,  1228 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of 

Mr.  Davis 139, 

144,  146,  182,  183,  3.50,  360,  371,  389,  392 
remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Lemuel  J.  How- 
den 148 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  ouial)linh  an  arnbulnnce 
corps 464,  465,466,  1001 

remarks  on  the  bill  lt>  »>f|unlizi'  the  puy  of  sol- 
diers  -166,  481,  483,  484,  562,  .565,  632, 

CM,  636,  6.37,  (;3rt,  630,  6.58,  675,  704,  705, 
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769,770,  798,  818,  820,  821,  822,  824,  825, 
868,  873,  896,  969,  990,  991,  1028,  2117, 
2118,  2284,  2285,  2286,  2287,  2288,  2289, 
2301,  2302,  2304,  2305,  2306,  2926,  3040 

remarks  on  an  emancipation  petition 537 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 539,  586, 

589,  590,  591,  771,  793,  795,  797,  824,  842 
remarks  on  the  exclusion  of  colored  persons 

from  the  cars 554,  817 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 612, 

617,  621,  656,  657 

remarks  on  the  bill   (No.  41)  to  continue  the 

payment  of  bounties... 866, 867, 868, 921 ,  922 

remarks  on  the  army  of  the  Potomac 899 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 906,  907 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  enlistments,  960, 
999,  1083',  1084,  1108,  1176 
remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  cotton  spec- 
ulations  982,  984 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  enlistments  in 

the  seceded  States 999, 

1130,  1131,  1403,  1404,  1405 

remarks  on  the  gold  bill 1051 

remarks  on  Military  Aeademy  bill. .1085,  1088 

remarks  on  the  pay  and  pension  of  chaplains, 

1163,  1164,  1361,  1447,  1448 

remarks  on  bill  in  relation  to  deserters... 1249, 

1250 
remarks  on  the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion  1319,  1324,  1347,1365 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ..1567, 

1570,  1571,  1572,  1611 

remarks  on  Fort  Pillow  massacre. ..1662,  1664 

remsrks  on   the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 

law 1715,  1752,  1782 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of 

Military  Justice 1802, 

1803,  1804,  1865,  1900,  2055,  2087,  2088 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  1805, 

1806, 1807, 1809, 1813, 2851, 2853, 2854, 2879 

remarks  on  currency  bill,  1869, 1870, 1891, 1900, 

1990,  2128,  2146,  2147,  2180,  2181,  2207 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2015, 

2515,  2516,  2567,  2568,  2606,  2625, 
2626,  2627,  2628,  2629,  2630,  2631, 
2632,  2663,  2699,  2700,  2710,  2712, 
2756,  2757,  2758,  2759,  2761,  2767 
remarks  on  the  one  hundred  days'  volunteers 

bill 2022, 

2023,  2024,  2025,  2026,  2027,  2054 
remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  the  disa^rs 

on  Red  river 2219,  2220 

remarks  on  the  District  registration  bill. ..2241, 

2243,  2247,  2249 

remarks  on  providing  for  the  new  census,  2274 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  relative  to  the  military 

position  of  General  Blair 2275,  2278 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 2331, 

2332,  2384 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  continued 

publication  of  the  debates 2784,  2786 

remarks  6n  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 

Bureau 2786, 

2801,2803,2804,  3300,  3307,  3308,  3327, 
3331,  3332,  3333,  3334,  3.337,  3341,  3349 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 2804, 

2805,2806,2807,  2808,  2824,  2825,  2832, 
2833,2907,3088,  3090,  3091,  3092,  3093, 
3094,3095,3096,  3097,  3098,  3099,  3100, 
3101,  3102,  3194,  3197,  3204,  3206,  3207 
remarks  on  commercial  intercourse  bill. ..2821 
remarks  on  the  recognition  of  the  government 

of  Arkansas 2901,  2904 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 2923 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
ment of  guerrillas. ...2922,  2923,  3002,  3029, 
3030,  3350,  3412,  3416,  3417,  3418,  3459 
remarks  on  the  inter-continental  telegraph  bill, 
3065,  3072,  3075,  3121 
remarks  on  the  House  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
fugitive  slave  laws.. ..3127,  3129,  3176,  3191 
remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill 3132,  3133 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 

gunboat  contractors 3171 

remarks  on  the  bill   to  establish  salaries  for 

postmasters 32.52 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ..3257, 

3259,  3262 

remarks  on  the  bill   providing  bail  in  certain 

cases  of  military  arrests ,...3294,  3298 
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remarks  on  the  House  conscription  bill. ..3375, 
3378,  3379,  3380,  3381,  3383,  3384,  3.387, 
3461,  3484,  3485,  3487,  3488,  3489,  3491 . 

remarks  on  the  reconstruction  bill 3451, 

3452,  3461 

remarks  on  final  adjournment 3503, 

3505,  3509,  3513 
Wisconsin,  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the 

State  of. 48,  76,  1635, 

1847,  1863,  2017,  2052,  2119,  2622,  2696, 

2727,  2751,  2752,  2926,  3415,  3444,  3483 

Wiswall,  Noah,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of 221,  232,  693,  723,  786 

Wolcott,  Rhoda,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .960,  961, 

2170,  2600, 2696, 2727, 3002, 3004,  3039, 3190 

Woodbridge,  Eliza  Cass,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

3408,3495,3514 

Wood,  E.  F.  &  Samuel  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

539,  879,  886,  1274,  1310,  1344 

joint  resolution  (No.  85)   repealing  an  act  for 

the  relief  of 2842,  2866 

Wormer,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 756, 

1476,  1491,  1560 
Wright,  William,  a  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 

23,  920,  1045 
Y. 
Yeas  and  nays  on — 

absentees,  resolution  directing  the  names  of,  to 

be  reported 2090 

adjournment 251,  252,  643,  658,  772, 

1651,  1715,  1813,  1931,1990,2056,2238, 
-  2831,  3176,  3178,  3462,  3508,  3509,3510 

adjournment,  final 3509,  3510,  3513 

adjournment  over 37, 

43,  86,  1813,  2142,  2238,  2384 
Agricultural  Department,  bill  relating  to  rooms 

for 3415 

amendment  of  the  Constitution 522, 

1370,  1424,  1425,  1446,  1447,  1465, 1490 
Arkansas,    recognition    of    the     government 

of. 2906 

Arkansns  representation 3365,  3368 

Army  appropriation  bill 1806, 

1807,  1809,  1813 
assay  offices,  bill  to  establish  certain,  1774, 1953 

Brown,  Albert,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 699 

Cairo  navy-yard  bill 3165,  3289 

Carmack  &  Ramsey,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .3495 
charter  of  the  city  of  Washington ,  bill  to  amend 

the 2512,2545 

Cincinnati  Enquirer,  resolution  relating  to  the 

suppression  of. 3378 

civil  appropriation  bill 3225, 

3228,  3256,  3258,  3261,  3264,  3265 

college  rancho  bill 2779,  2781 

commercial  intercourse  bill 3325 

conscription  bill  (No.  36) 189, 

202,  203,  204,  208,  209,  223,  224, 226,  227, 

228,  231,  246,  247,  251,  252,  257,  723,  756 

conscription  bill. .2832,  3094,  3098,  3101,  3102, 

3194,  3195,  3196,  3198,  3202,  3205,  3207 

conscription  bill  (H.  R.  No.  549) 3387, 

3485,  3488,  3489,  3491 

consular  and  diplomatic  bill 1114,  1135 

cotton  speculations,  inquiry  relating  to. ...1002 
counsel,  bill  to  prohibit  members  from  acting 

as 562 

courts   in   northern   New  York,  bill    relating 

to 3544,3545 

currency  bill 1870, 1957, 

1959,  2123,  2142,2143,  2145,  2171,  2180, 

2183,  2200,  2202,  2203,  2204,  2205,2206 

debates,  bill  to  pay  for  the  printingof  the,  3546 

deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 80 

deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 655,  656,  657,  658 

District  registration  bill  (S.  No.  114) 2141 

documents,  bill  to  expedite  the  printingof,  2310 
duties  on  imports,  bill  providing  for  the  tem- 
porary increase  of. 1929,  1931, 1932, 1933 

elections,  bill  to  prevent  military  interference 

in 97,  102,  2963,  3160,  3.S26 

enlistments,  bill  to  promote 1207 

enrollment  act,  bill  (No.  18)  to  amend  the,  85 

Fitzgerald  &  Ball,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2227 

Ford,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1638 

Freedmen's  Bureau,  bill  to  establish  a. ...2931, 
2979,  3293,  3303,  3327,  3330,  3337,  3350 

fugitive  slave  law, repeal  of  tlie 1714,  1715 

fugitive  slave  laws.  House  bill  for  the  repeal 

of  the 2963,  3129,  3158,  3177,  3178,  3191 

gold  act,  repeal  of  the 3446 

gold,  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  surplus,  1052 
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Yens  and  nays  on — Continued. 

gold,  bill  prohibiting ispeculations  in... ....1650, 

1668,  1672,  1673 

government  for  the  rebellious  States 3407, 

3449,  3460,  3461,  3491 
p-unboat  contractors,  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain  3175 

income  tax  bill 3541 

Indian  appropriation  bill 2877,  2878 

Indian  captives,  bill  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the 

Navajo 2174 

land  claims  in  California,  bill  relating  to,  2867, 

2922,  3087 
land  entries  in  Missouri,  bill  to  confirm  cer- 
tain  ; 3029 

legislative  appropriation  bill. ..1689,  1690,  1692 
Lieutenant  General,  bill  to  revive  the  grade 

of. 587,  797,  798 

loan  bill  (ten-forties) 883,  886 

mail  service  toBrazil,  bill  providing 2373, 

2435 

Metropolitan  railroad  bill, 1161 

Military  Academy  bill 1086 


Yeas  and  nays  on — Continued. 

Military  Justice,  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of, 

1804,  2055,  2087 

Miller,  Morris  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. ...3190 

Minnesota,  bill  granting  lands  to 969,  1035 

Montana,  organization  of. 1361,  1364,  2351 

naval  appropriation  bill 1530, 

1560,  1571,  1576,  1611,  1612 
New  Mexico,  bill  relating  to  certain  private 

land  claims  in 2797 

oath  of  office,  resolution  relating  to  the,  54, 331 

Overland  Mail  Company  bill 3065 

Pacific  railroad  bill 2352, 

2380,  2384,  2418,  2422,  2424 

pay  of  soldiers,  bill  to  equalize  the 641, 

771,  820,  1029,  1030,  2288,  2306 

Pennsylvania  w^ar  claims,  bill  providing  for, 

3437,  3440,  3443 

Provost  Marshal  General,  bill  relating  to  the, 

1704 
quorum,  resolution  relating  to  a  constitutional, 

2087 
railroad  to  East  Tennessee,  bill  for  a,  3420,3448 


Yeas  and  nays  on — Continued. 

revenue  bill  (No.  122) 488,  494,  907,  938 

revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2495, 

2501,  2515,  2521,  2550,  2559,  2591, 
2606,  2628,  2632,  2655,  2660,  2704,  2710, 
2714,  2715,  2730,  2732, 2733,  2736,  2738, 
2740,  2757,  2759,  2761,  2762,  2768,  2770 

San  Ramon  land  grant 1988 

slavery,  abolition  of,  by  constitutional  amend- 
ment  522, 

1370,  1424,  1425,  1446,  1447,  1465,  1490 

tariff  bill 3006,  3011,  3035,  3037, 

3041,  3042,  3047,  3049,  3051,  3052,  3053 

telegraph  bill,  inter-continental 3066, 

3069,  3072,  3120,  3125,  3126 
volunteers  for  one  hundred  days,  bill  to  provide 

for  the  payment  of. 2028,  2029,  2054 

Washington  and  Georgetown  railroad  bill, 
3135,  3137,  3265 
Whipple,  E.  M.,bill  granting  pension  to,  2282 
Wisconsin,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of, 
2728,  2730,  2930 
Wisconsin  military  road  bill 2966 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


A. 
Abandoned  lands,  bill  to  provide  for  the  rent- 
ing of,  tenements,  and  houses  in  insurrec- 
tionary States,  and  for  the  care  and  employ- 
ment of  persons  therein  set  free  by  the  proc- 
lamation   of  the   President   of  the    United 

States 757 

Abbott,  J.  S.  &  E.  A.,  joint  resolution  in  favor 

of 1407 

Abolition  of  slavery — see  Constitidion. 
Accardi,  Mary  Scales,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1531, 

2273,  2387 

Account,  bill  (No.  63)  to  settle  the,  of  James  Kee- 

nan,  late  consul  at  Hong  Kong,  China,  2265, 

2509,  2541,  2672 

Accounts,  the  Committee  of 18 

reports  from .- 1673,  1679 

Accounts,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  130)  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  adjust  and  settle 

the,  of  ex-Governor  Brigham  Young 196, 

757,  942,  3471 
bill  in  relation  to  the,  of  the  States  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Maine.... .' 331 

bill  (No.  94)  to  authorize  the  settlementof  the, 

of  Paymaster  E.  C.  Doran 658,  714,  844 

joint  resolution  authorizing  the  settlement  of 
the,  of  J.  N.  Carpenter,  a  paymaster  in  the 

United  States  Navy 844,  1143,  1148 

joint  resolution  relative  to  the,  of  the  petty  of- 
ficers, seamen,  and  others  of  the  crew  of  the 

United  States  gunboat  Cincinnati 148, 

844,  1634,  1657 

bill  (S.  No.  38)  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 

the,  of  A.  Bush,  late   public  printer  for  the 

Territory  of  Oregon 1732,  2132,  2249 

joint   resolution    (No.  66)    providing   for  ad- 
justment of  the,  of  Henry  W.  Diman..3272, 
3278,  3428,  3463 
joint  resolution  to  settle  and  pay  the,  of  John 
S.  Phelps,  of  Missouri,  as  a  member  of  the 

Thirty-Seventh  Congress 3311,  3432 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  43)  authorizing  the  set- 
tlementof the,  of  the  late  Captain  D.  Hebard, 
of  the  United  States  volunteers. ...3423,  3465 
Actions,  bill  (No.  42)  in  relation  to  the  limitation 

of,  in  certain  cases 689,  714,  2773 

Adjournment,  propositions  for  final 259, 

888,  2426,  2880,  3112,  3178,  3535 

Admiralty,    bill    to    facilitate    proceedings    in, 

through  judicial  proceedings  in  the  port  of 

New  York 387,  2776,  3355,  3357 

Agricultural  colleges — see  Public  Lands. 
Agricultural   Department,   resolution    assigning 

rooms  to  the 625,  3311,  3354 

bill  (S.  No.  339)  to  repeal  the  joint  resolution 

to  grant  additional  rooms  to  the 3464, 

3517,3523,3524 

A§;riculture,  the  Committee  on 18 

instructions  to 21 

reports  from 625,1262 


Ahna,  Colonel  Henry  Charles  De,  joint  resolu- 
tion to  provide  for  the  claim  of,  for  military 

services 3141,3470 

Alien  enemies — see  Courts. 

Allen,  Isaac,  bill  to  increase  the  pension  of,  2264, 

3208,  3214 
Allen,  James   C,   a  Representative   from   Illi- 
nois  5,6,8,  15, 

22,35,  39,  71,  260,  261,  310,  3.33,  355, 
356,  414,  426, 431, 495, 508,  509, 596, 660, 
668,  760,  798,  805,  846,  851,  909,  927, 
1036,  1044,  1061,  1154,  1196,  1219,  1223, 
1236,  1247,  1380,  1407,  1513,  1518,  1519, 
1531,  1635,  1679,  1734,  1763,  2000,  2290, 
2,333,  2538,  2609,  2813,  2856,  2861,  2911, 
3053,  3059,  3061,  3079,  3082,  3179,  3180 

resolutions  by 35,  426,660,  2290 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122). ...216,  305, 

307, 668, 688, 689, 690,892,  893, 935, 939 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill. ..357,  359 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill... 552, 

576,577,  601,602,603,628 
remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold. ..932, 1128 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 978 

remarks  on  the   legislative  appropriation  bill, 
1021,  1042,  3017 

remarks  on  the  ship  canal  bill 1040 

remarks  on  purchasing  the  Annals  of  Con- 
gress  ..,1193,  1194,  1195 

remarks  on  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Lovejoy,  1327 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1392, 

1393,  1394,  1397,  1399,  1400,  1413, 

1415,  1431,  1433,  1681,  1682,  2448 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long.  ..1513, 

1625,  1630 
remarks  on  the  bill  temporarily  increasing  du- 
ties  1697,  1855,  1856 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  a  government  for 

the  rebellious  States 1737 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No. 405),  1786,1790, 
1815, 1819, 1820, 1824, 1826, 1833, 1850, 1851, 
1852, 1854, 1875,  1908, 1916, 1917, 1918, 1940 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty 2503 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2717,  2718 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  speculations  in 

gold 2788 

remarks  on  civil  appropriation  bill,  3106,3109 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3185 

Allen,  William  J.,  a  Representative  from    Illi- 
nois  19,  23,  46, 

527,  528,  624,  668,  731, 1354, 1355, 1551, 
1581,  1652,  2214,  2936,  3104,  3424,  3521 

resolutions  by ; 23,  411 

speech  on  the  state  of  the  Union 382 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 457,  458 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill i...530, 

551,  552,  574 
remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No. 333). ...1379 
remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1551, 

1581,  1638 


Allen,  William  J.,  a  Representative  from  Illi- 
nois—  Continued. 
remarks  on  the  western  navy-yard  bill. ..3244, 

3245,  3246 
Alley,  John  B.,  a  Representative  from  Massa- 

233,  284,"  33i"387i'624,'6ra^^ 
939,  941,  1062,  1164,  1286,  1290,  1325, 
1.387,  1395,  1409, 1416, 1466, 1652, 1658, 
1660,  1784,  2033.  2170,  2238,  2272,  2323, 
2126,  2476,  2526,  2650,2715,2772,2879, 
2880,  3016,  3054,  3077,3207,3311,3316, 
3423,  3427,  3518,  3519,  3520,  3523,  3536 

resolution  by 2715 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 337, 

357,  994 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 576 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 737, 

763,  1102,  1104,  1123 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  mail  service  to 

foreign  ports 970,  971,  1243 

remarks  on  the  bill  extending  the  franking  priv- 
ilege  1118,  1119 

remarks  on  the  New  Jersey  railroads  bill,  1166, 

1.371 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  333). ...1375, 

1378,  1379,  1397,  1398,  1399,  1400 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  steamship 

service  to  Brazil 1653, 

1656,  1657,  1658,  2476 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  speedy  trans- 
portation of  the  mails 1658,  1659 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  postal  money 

order  system jt-.1659,  1660 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405)..-. 1905 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill .- 2748 

remarks  on  the  Washington  andNew  York  rail- 
road bill 2834 

remarks  on  the  overland  mail  bill.  2935, 

2936,  3016,  3404,  3405,  3406 
remarks  on  the  bill   to  establish   salaries  for 

postmasters 3429,  3430,  3431 

Allison,    William    B.,   a    Representative    from 

Iowa 44,87,  281,  429,  519, 

706,  740,  1009,  1036,  1096,  1097,  1453, 
1495,  1507,  1754,  1791,  1886,  1887,  2000, 
2056,  2384,  2475,  2476,  2501,  2695,  2716, 
2772,  2937,  3104,  3148,  3462,  3479,  3537 

resolutions  by... 44, 1009 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 534 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405)..  1878,  3020 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  homesteads  on 

forfeited  estates 2113 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  438), 

3244 
Ambulances — see  Jlrmy. 

Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  joint  resolu- 
tion (S.  No.  16)  proposing,  of  the  United 

States 2612,  2613, 

2722,  2939,  2948,  2977,  3000,  3014,  3357 
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Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  joint  resolution 
(S.  No.  16)  proposing,  of  the  United  States — 
Continued. 
remarks  on  tiie,  by — 

Mr.  Arnold 2988,  2992 

Mr.  Ashley 3000,  3357 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 3000 

Mr.  Coffroth 2952 

Mr.  Cox 2612,  3000 

Mr.  Ed^orton 2985 

Mr.  Eldridge 2G13,  2978 

Mr.  Farnsworth 2977,  2978,  2980 

Mr.  Finck 2723 

Mr.  Ganson 2995 

Mr.  Herrick 2615 

Mr.  Higby 2939,  2943 

Mr.  Holmnn 2612, 

2960,  2961,  2978,  2995,  3000,  3357 

Mr.  Ingersoll 2989 

Mr.  Kalbfleisch 2945,  2995 

Mr.  Kelley 2983 

Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Michiijan 2954 

Mr.  Kellogg,  of  New  York 2618 

Mr.  Mallory 2612,  2613,  2981,  2982 

Mr.  Marcy 2950 

Mr.  Morris,  of  New  York 2613 

Mr.  Pendleton , 2612, 2613, 2992, 2993, 2995 

Mr.  Perry 3014 

Mr.  Price 2995 

Mr.  Pruyn 2723,2939 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania 2991 

Mr.  Rollins,  of  Missouri 2992 

Mr.  Ross 2956,  2980 

Mr.  Schenck 2612 

Mr.  Shannon 2947,  2948 

Mr.  Stevens 2939,  2982 

Mr.  Stiles 2995 

Mr.  Strouse 2992 

Mr.  Thayer 2980,  2981,  2993 

Mr.  Wadsworth 2982,2993 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois...  .2961,  2978 
Mr.  Washburn,  of  Massachusetts...  ..3014 

Mr.  Wheeler 2948 

Mr.  Wilson. ..2612,  2613,  2722,  2723,  2995 
Mr.  Wood,  Fernando. ...2939,  2980,  3000 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2612,  2995,  3014 

Ames,  Julia  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 874, 

1370,  2385,  2482,  2578 
Ames,  Oakes,  a  Representative  from  Massachu- 
setts  942 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..1833,  1839 
Ancona,   Sydenham  E.,  a  Representative   from 

Pennsylvania 6,  19,  23,  44,  46,  95, 108, 

127, 128, 134, 150, 151,  258,313, 459. 509, 
519, 527, 550, 693,  740, 772, 810, 876, 879, 
970,  999,  1143,  1164,  1218,  1219,  1.325, 
1335,  1336,  1359,  1.394,  1402,  1448,  1494, 
1518,  1519, 1533,  1591, 1972,  2000,  2033, 
2107,  2138,  2214,  2289,  2509,  2510,  2526, 
2575,  2578,  2579,  2586,  2612,  2672,  2751, 
2771,  2775,  2776,  2793,  28.36,  2936,  3016, 
3060,  3430,  3516,  3517,3527,  3536,  3537 

resolutions  by 95,  151,  999,  2575 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long... 1591, 

1630,  1634 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1836, 

1840,  1943,  2030,  3020 
remarks   on    the   repeal   of  the   fugitive   slave 

laws 2575,  2576,  2936 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3147, 

3354,  3355,  3357,  3462,  3466,  3525 
Anderson,  Charles,  assignee,  &c.,  bill   for  the 

relief  of 313,  426,758 

Anderson,  Cburles  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .1901, 

2426,  3469 
Anderson,  Lucien.  a  Representative  from  Ken- 
tucky  69,  333,  459,  893, 1143,  1959,  2585 

re.solutions  by 333 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory  ....456,  457 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 598 

remarks  on  Kentucky  politics — aie  Appendix. 
Anderson,  Peter,  bill  for  relief  of,  1698,2273,2387 
Annals  of  Congress,  propoHitioii  for  the  purchiiHc 

of  the 1098,  1191,  1195 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1193,  1194,  1195 

Mr.  Ashley 1098 

Mr.  Heaman 1194 

Mr.  Clark,  A.  W 1191,  1192 

Mr.  Dawes ]192 

Mr.  Deming 1194 

Mr.  Farnsworth  1193,1194,1195 

Mr.  Mallory , 1098,  1193 

Mr.  Moriill Kjjiy 


Annals  of  Congress,  proposition  for  the  purchase 
of  the — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Maine ; 1193 

Mr.  Smith 1098, 

1191,  1192,  1193,  1194,  1195 

Mr.  Spalding 1192,  1193,  1194 

Mr.  Stiles 1191 

Mr.  Upson •. 1194 

Mr.  Wadsworth 1195 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1191, 

1192,  1193,  1194,  1195 

Mr.  Wilson 1191,  1195 

Mr.  Windom .1191,  1192,  1193,  1194 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1098,  1195 

Appeals,  bill  to  prevent  vexatious 148 

bill  to  regulate,  from  the  Court  of  Claims,  196 
(See  Land  Office.) 
Appraiser,  bill  to  appoint  an,  and  assistant,  for 

the  port  of  Portland 1389,  1492,  1495 

Apprentices — see  J^aval  Apprentices. 
Appropriations:  for  the  payment  of  invalid  and 
other  pensions  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1865.. ..33,  46,  372,  427 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for 
the  year  ending  June  30, 1865... 33,  91,  1118, 
1144,  121.9,  1243,  1265,  1293,  1349, 1389 
for  the  consular  and  diplomaticexpenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1865.. ..44,  129,1165,  1261,  1531,  2215,  2227, 
2333,  2371,  2789,  2939,  2996,  3018,  3141 
joint  resolution  to  supply  in  part  deficiencies  in 
the,  for  the  public  printing  and  to  supply  de- 
ficiencies in  the,  for  bounties  due  to  volun- 
teers  69,  71,  92,93,99 

joint  resolution  amendatory  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution to  supply  in  part  deficiencies  in  the, 
for  the  public  printing,  and  to  supply  defi- 
ciencies in  the,  for  bounties  to  volunteers,  151 , 
188,  215,  234 
for  the  deficiency  for  the  pay  of  officers  and  men 
actually  employed  in  the  Western  depart- 
ment or  department  of  Missouri 38, 

69,  75,  88,  90,  92,  238,  263,  313 

for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department 

during    the  fiscal    year   ending   30th   June, 

1865 86,  111,  1063,  1118,  1143,  1147 

for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  June 

30,  1865 266,  357,  377 

715,763,766,  779,  805,  810,  811,  826,  827, 

1634,  1673,  2057,  2091,  2310,  2364,  2426 

to  supply  deficiencies  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal 

year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1863 288, 

334,  355,  371,  684,  713,  825,  972, 
991,  994,  1010,  1063,  1097,  1101 
for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  of  June,  1865 410,  1013, 

1017,  1041,  1061,  1760,  1761,  2391,  2428, 
2611,  3016,  3018,  3078,  3107,  3141,  3214 
for  tlte  support  of  the  Army  for  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  of  June,  1865 446,  1220, 

1833,  1854,  1991,  2063,  2091,  2385, 

2386,  2470,  2892,  2908,  2938,  3016 

for  the  construction,  preservation,  and  repairs 

of  certain  fortifications  and  other  works  of 

defense  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 

1865 494, 

2090,  2995,  3314,  3404,  3468,  3472,  3530 

for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 

stipulations  with  various  Indian  tribes  for  the 

year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1865 660, 

2338,  2359,  2910,  2947,  3079,  3104,  3186 
ft)r  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865.  .2716, 2771 , 
2937,  2938,  2939,  3014,  3105,  3108,  3113, 
31>5,  3311,  3314,  3394,  3395,  3397,  3399, 
3400,  3402,  3423,  3469,  3517,  3520,  3530 
for  certain  miscellaneous  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  ending  30th  of  June, 

1865 3077,  3112,  3533 

(See  Indians.) 
Aqueduct — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Arizona — see  J^ew  Mexico. 
Arkansas,  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  rep- 

resenttltion  from 3178,  3389,  3390,  3423 

contested  election  case  of  James  M.  Johnson, 
claiming  a  sent  as  Representative  from  the 

second  congressional  district  of 574, 

680,  684 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  HIair,  of  Missouri 683 

Mr.  Boutwell 682,  G83,  684 


Arkansas,  contested  election  case  of  James  M. 
Johnson,  claiming  a  seat  as  Representative 
from  the  second  congressional  district  of — 
Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Cobb 684 

Mr.  Cox 684,  686,  687 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 574, 

680,  681,  682,  683,  685,  686 

Mr.  Dawes 574, 

680,  681,  684,  685,  686,  687 

Mr.  Ganson  683,  684 

Mr.  Harding 681,  682 

Mr.  Kernan 683,  684 

Mr.  Mallory 682 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania 687 

Mr.  Schenck 684,  686,  687 

Mr.  Shannon 685 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  York 681 

Mr.  Stevens 682,  686,  687 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois  681 

Mr.  Wilson 684 

Armes,  Josiah  0.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  313,  758, 

759,  1286,  2388 
Armory,  national,  select  committee  on  a,  427,  459 
bill  (No.  267)  authorizing  commissioners  to  se- 
lect a  site  for  a  national 785,  972 

Arms,  joint  resolution  to  remit  and  refund  cer- 
tain duties  on,  imported  and  purchased  by 

the  State  of  New  York 273 

Army,  bill  reviving  the  grade  of  Lieutenant  Gen- 
eral in  the,  9,  21,  333,  427,  825,850,875,883 
bill  to  amend  the  act  for  enrolling  and  calling 
out  the  national  forces,  12, 19, 20,  95,  149,  331 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  members  of  the  thirty- 
seventh  Iowa  volunteer  infantry 21 

joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  enlistment  of 

colored  citizens  in  the  rebellious  districts,  20 

bill  to  repeal  section  three  and  part  of  section 

ten  of  an  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 

the  national  forces 70,94 

bill  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  enrolling  and 

calling  out  the  national  forces 40 

bill  to  amend  the  act  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  volunteers  to  aid  in  the  enforcement 
of  the  laws  and  to  protect  public  property,  46 
bill   supplemental   to  an   act  for  enrolling  and 

calling  out  the  national  forces 196 

bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the   battalion 

of  engineers  in  the 196 

bill  (No.  36)  to  amend  an  act  for  enrolling  and 

calling  out  the  national  forces 266, 

319,334,355,  376,  397,  431,  451,  471, 
528, 547,574,  597, 602,  604,  622,  623,  626, 
658,  680,  687,  691,  733,  766,  772,  776, 836 
bill  (No.  187)  to  regulate  the  dismission  of  offi- 
cers in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  ihe 

United  States 405,  1012 

bill  (S.  No.  30)  to  establish  a  uniform  system 

of  ambulances  in  the,  496,  714, 805,  998, 1010 

joint  resolution  to  drop  from   the  rolls  of  the, 

unemployed  general  officers 574, 

996,  1148,  1164,  1652,  2215,  3235 

bill  (S.  No.  85)  to  provide  for  the  examination 

of  certain  officers  of  the,  581,  714,  3139,  3214 

bill  (No.  551)  to  organize  a  regiment  of  veteran 

volunteer  engineers 731, 

1011,2333,2343,2426 
bill  (S.  No.  41)    to    promote    enlistments    in 

the 785,  844,  845 

resolution  (S.  No.  21)  to  provide  for  the  print- 
ing of  official   reports  of  tiie  operations  of 

the 2249,  2293 

bill  (S.  No.  151)  relating  to  enlistments,  1123, 

1195,  1196,  1266,  3243,  3400,  3432 

bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  artillery  of 

the 1142 

joint  resolution  repealing  the  laslclause  of  sec- 
tion sixteen  of  the  enrollment  act,  approved 

March  3,  1863 ...1448 

bill  (No.  154)  to  provide  for  better  organization 

of  quartermaster's  department 2291,2391, 

3243,  3355,  3397,  3404,  3435,  3468,  3479 
bill  to  further  regulate  and  provide  for  enroll- 
ing and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  2909, 
3112,  3143,  3272,  3278,  .3280,  3309,  .3310, 
3314,  3315,. 3317,  3318,3353,3.354,3355, 
3357,  3427, 3430,  3431,  34.33,  3436,3462, 
3463,  3465,  3468,  3479,  3524,  3535,  3536 
bill  to   increase  the  efficiency  of  the   medical 

corps  of  the 3139 

bill  (JNo.  286)  to  prohibit  the  discharge  of  pcr- 
8011H  from  liability  to  military  duty  by  reason 
of  the  payment  o^"  money,  3239,  3423,  3532 
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bill  (H.  R.  No.  198)  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the,  for  the  year  ending  the 

30th  of  June,  1865 446, 

1220,   1833,    1854,    1991,    2068,    2091, 
2385,  2386,  2470,  2892,  2908,  2938,  3016 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1223,2000 

Mr.  Allison 2000 

Mr.  Ancona 2000 

Mr.  Ashley 2892 

Mr.  Boutwell 2909 

Mr.  Broomall 1221, 1222 

Mr.  Chanler 1223,  1225 

Mr.  Clay 1993,  1994,  1998 

Mr.  Cox 1999,  2000,  2001,  2892 

Mr.  Cravens 1998 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland,  2001,  2002,  2473 

Mr.  Dawes 1996,2892 

Mr.  Dawson 1226 

Mr.  Driggs 2471 

Mr.  Eldridge 1223,  1998,  1999,  2001 

Mr.  Eliot 1991,  1992,  1993,1994 

Mr.  Farnsworth 1225, 

2001,  2471,  2472,  2475 

Mr.  Finck 2002 

Mr.  Ganson 1992,  1966,  2001 

Mr.  Garfield 1995,  2471,  2472,  2473 

Mr.  Gooch 1222, 1223 

Mr.  Griswold 2474 

Mr.  Harding 1226,  1993 

Mr.  Harris,  of  Maryland, 1221,  1993 

Mr.  Holmnn 1223,  1224, 

1225,  1991, 1992, 1993, 1994,  1995,  1996, 
1998,  1999,  2000,  2471,  2475,  2908,  2909 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Connecticut 2472 

Mr.  Kelley 1221, 

1222,  1224,  1993,  1996,  1998,  2473 
Mr.  Kernan...l220,  1221,  1223, 1224,  1225 

Mr.  Mallory 1222 

Mr.  McKinney -. 2000 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania..,  1224,  1225 

Mr.  Morrill •. 1998, 

2386,  2470,  2471,  2472,  2474,  2908 

Mr.  Morrison 2001 

Mr.  Odell 1225 

Mr.  Patterson 1998 

Mr.  Price 1225,  1995 

Mr.  Radford 2001 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania. ..1224, 2474 

Mr.  Ross 2473 

Mr.  Schenck...l999, 2000, 2001,  2002, 2473 

Mr.  Shannon 1995,  1999 

Mr.  Sloan 2892 

Mr.  Spalding 2472,2892 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  York 1999 

Mr   Stevens 1220,  1221,  1222,  1223, 

1224, 1225,  1226, 1854, 1991,  1995,  1996, 
1998,  1999,2000,  2001,2002,  2091,2471, 
2472,  2473,  2474,  2475,  2892,  2908,  2909 

Mr.  Stiles 1221,  1222, 1224 

Mr.  Thayer 2472,  2473,  2474 

Mr.  Upson 1991,  2472 

Mr.  Wadsworth 2474 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois...  .1998,  1999 

Mr.  Webster : 2475 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 1991 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1226, 

1999,2000,2001,2002,2475 
(See  Appropriations;  Pay.) 
Army  Register,  joint  resolution  (H.R.  No.  101) 
to  provide  for  the  publication  of  a  full,  3138, 

3311,  3354 
Arnold,  Isaac  N.,  a   Representative    from    Illi- 
nois  20,  23,  108,  149,  188,  190, 

333,  426,  480, 526, 527,  658,  659, 660,  875, 

1036,  10.37, 1081,  1096, 1407, 1532,  1533, 

1695, 1736,  1762, 1884,  1970,  2338,2426, 

2427,  2520,  2776,  2811,  29.36,  3140,  3316 

resolutions  by ,  23, 188, 426,  659, 875, 1695,  2426 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122)...  .286,  287 

remarks    on    the    death    of   Hon.    John    W 

Noell 415 

remarks  on  conscription  bill,  549,550,628,629 

remarks  on  the  ship  canal  l)ill 1037, 

1038,  10.39,  1040,  1734,  1792 
remarks  on  the  restoration  of  the  Union,  1196 
remarks  on   the  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Love- 
joy 2330 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  bridges  over 

the  Ohio 1425,  1430,  17.34,  1735 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405),  1905,  1930 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  trettty 2369 

2370,  2371,  2455,  2481,  2482,  2483,  2508 


Arnold,  Isaac  N.,  a  Representative  from  Illinois — 
Continued. 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2749 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery,  2988,  2992 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3215,  3216 

remarks  on  the  civil  bill 3399 

Artillery — see  Jirmy. 
Arsenal — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Arsenals,  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  certain,  494,  730, 1634, 1651, 1679 
Ashburn,  George  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .1335 
Ashley,    James    M.,     a    Representative    from 

Ohio 5,  19,  20, 

35, 45, 46,  70,  71,  87,  91,  288,  415, 427, 480, 
509,  519,  843, 847,  878,  893,  898,  919,  920, 
959,  999,  1012,  1097,  1098,  1142,  1154, 
1164,  1165,  11G6,  1167,  1169,  1170,  1219, 
1247,  1286,  1289,  1290,  1.325,  1409,  1531, 
1532,  1535,  1652,  1673,  1679,  1695,  1764, 
1793,  1943,  2029,  2030,  2214,  2238,  2265, 
2266,2272,2291,  2333,  2880,  2892,  2893, 
2909,2995,2996,  3016,  3104,  3112,  3245, 
3390,  3429,  3468,  3516,  3518,  3530,   3537 

resolutions  by 71,  1325 

remarksontlie  state  of  the  Union,  113,  386,  387 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 550, 

579,  629,  3146,  3147,  3148,  3280 
remarks    on     the    agricultural    colleges    bill, 

1097,  1286 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  organize  the  Territory 

of  Montana 1168,  1169,  1652 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Love- 
joy 1329 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  W. 

Hubbell 1338,  1347,  1349 

remarks  on  the  liberation  and  restoration  ofihe 

South /. 1354 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  a  government  for 

the  rebellious  States 1743, 

1764,  1766,  2068,  2009,  2105 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2166,2212,2213 

remarks   on  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive   slave 

law 2918 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery,  3000,  3357 
remarks  on  civil  appropriation  bill,  3110,  3115 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3208,  3209,  3218 

Assay  office,  bill  to  establish  an,  in  the  city  of 

St.  Louis,  State  of  Missouri 480 

(See  Depositors;  J^evada.) 
Attachment,  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  stipulate  for  the  release  from,  or 
other   process  of  property  claimed   by  the 

United  States 110,  1236,  2776 

Atwood,  Anson,  bi  :    or  the  relief  of. 2880 

Award — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Awards — see  Indians. 

B. 

Bailey,  B.  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  920,  1118,  2787 
Bailey,  George  A.,  communications  from,  relat- 
ing   to    the    printing  of  the    Congressional 

Globe 1783,2297 

Bailey,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Joseph — see  Thanks. 
Bailey,  Joseph,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  1291,  1335,  1933,  2893,  3527 

Bainbridge,  bill  (No.  297)  fixing  the  date  of  the 
loss  of  the  United  States  brig,  and  for  the  re- 
lief of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the 

same 972,  1337,  1634,  1657 

Baker,  Mary  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .2333, 3422 
Baldwin,  Augustus   C,  a  Representative   from 

Michigan 659,  2663,  2741,  3105 

resolutions  by 659 

remarks  onthe  conscription  bill. ..452,  477,  578 
remarksontherevenuebill(No.  405),  1903,1908 
remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 1981 

Baldwin,  John  D.,  a  Representative  from  Massa- 
chusetts. .127,  168,  189,  285,  623,  863,  1289, 
1387,  1406,  1407,  1531,  1680, 1695, 1697, 
1733,  1944,  1959,  1966,  1968,2169,2197, 
2470,  2578,  2795,  2809,  3281,  3315,  3516 

resolulions  by 127 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill,  478,  599,  631 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union 949 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405.),  1733,  2999 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2718 

remarks  on   the   repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 

law 2914,  2915,  2916 

Bankruptcy,  bill  (No.  424)  to  establish  a  uniform 

system   of,   throughout   the   United   States, 

600,  1793,  1814,  2636,  2639,  2723, 

2741,  2810,  2812,  2835,  2855,  2880 


Bankruptcy,  bill  (No.  424)  to  establish  a  uniform 
system  of,  throughout  the  United  States — 
Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 2856 

Mr.  Arnold 2811 

Mr.  Ashley 2880 

Mr.  Boutwell,  2836,  2855,2856,2880,2881 

Mr.  Brandegee 2836 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 2724, 

2725,  2726,  2812 

Mr.  Chanler 2812 

Mr.  Cravens 2810, 

2811,  2812,  2813,  2835,  2836,  2880 

Mr.  Dawes 2855,  2880 

Mr.  Driggs 2812 

Mr.  Farnsworth 2811 

Mr.  Frank 2810 

Mr.  Garfield 2724,2725,  2741,  2742 

Mr.  Grider 2835 

Mr.  Hale 2856 

Mr.  Holman 2812,2880 

Mr.  Jenckes 2636,  2724,  2725,  2726, 

2742,  2810,  2811,  2812,  2813,  2835,  2880 

Mr.  Morrill 2856 

Mr.  Pruyn 2726 

Mr.  Scofield 2835 

Mr.  Sloan 2723 

Mr.  Spalding 2636,  2723,  2725,  2742 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  Jersey 2812 

Mr.  Stevens 2880 

Mr.  Strouse 2726 

Mr.  Sweat 2811 

Mr.  Ward .2723,  2724,  2725 

Mr.  Wilson 2811 

yeas  and  nays  on  the. ...2636,  2812,  2835,  2880 
Bankrupt  law,  select  committee  on  the,  70, 93, 108 

reports  from  the 660,  1793,  2636 

Banks:  bill  (H.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  national 
currency  secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States 
stocks,  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation  and 

redemption  thereof. 1099, 

1166,  1254,  1266, 1287, 1338, 13.50, 1373, 

1378,  1380,  1389,  1396,  1409,  1429,  1448 

(See  Currency.) 

Banks,  Major  General  Nathaniel  P. — see  Thanks. 

Baron  De  Kalb,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  35)  to 

compensate  the  sailors  on  the  gunboat,  fur 

loss  of  clothing 1634,  2694 

Barry,  Garret  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2694, 

3083,  3084,  3470 

Baxter,  Portus,  a  Representative  from  Vermont, 

459,  759,  1291,  1429,  1943,  2238 

resolution  by 2238 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 692, 

693,  707,  893 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2188,  2238,  2270 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty  ....2502,  2503 

remarks  on  the  gas-light  bill 2817,  2818 

Beaman,   Fernando    C,  a  Representative   from 

Michigan 34,  45,  70,  431,  508,  597, 

625,  893,  970,  1044,  1167,  1194,  1217, 
1290,  1292,  1466, 1468, 1471, 1593, 1767, 
1969,  2139,  2273,  2431 ,  2470,  2776, 2777, 
2795,  2810,  2814,  2910,  3059,  3062,  3079 

resolutions  by 1217,2910 

remarks  on  tlie  conscription  bill 532 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  organize  the  Territory 

of  Montana 1168, 

1169,  1380,  1395,  1396,  1651,  1652 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  governments  for 

the  rebellious  States 1243 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  333). ..1288, 

1343,  1353,  1391,  1392 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ...1755, 

1819,  1823,  1902,  1908,  2999,  3001 

remarks  on  the  registration  of  voters 2608 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2718 

remarks  on  the  gas-light  bill 2818 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3317,  3353 

Beaston,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2838 

Beelen,  Frederick  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .1217, 

2272,  2385,  2607,  2013,  2672 

Bennet,   Hiram  P.,  a  Delegate  from   Colorado, 

40,  232,  495,  658,  798,  971,  1167, 

1109,  1170,  1173, 1184, 1335, 1396 

resolutions  by .......40,232,  495,  658,  1396 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Knox  and 

Blair) 1060 

remarks  on  protection  of  mineral  lands....  1696 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1915 

Berry,  Hiram  G.,  bill  granting  pension  to  the 
widow  of. 2695,3422 
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B .  F.  Davidson  and  W.  K.  Muir,  bill  (S.  No.  39) 
to  autliorize  the  enrollment  nnd  license  of  the 

steam-tuirs C89,  714,  940,  991 

Birch,  James  II.,  a  contesting  Representative  from 
Missouri,  remarks  of,  on  the  Missouri  elec- 
tion  2639,  2640,  2645 

Blaine,     James     G.,     a     Representative     from 

Maine 73,  111, 

127,  355,  1261,  1387,  1407,  1532,  2036, 
2645,  2750,  2909,  3060,  30G1,  3114,3315 

resolutions  by Ill,  127,  1261 

remarks  on   the  bill  relaiins;  to  Pennsylvania 

war  expenses 169,  1796,  1797,  1800 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122),  285,288,309 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill. ..434,  477,479 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  33.3)...  1352, 

1353,  1373,  1375,  1376, 

1378,  1410,  1411,  1452 

remarks  on  the  penitentiary  bill 1474,  1494 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1839, 

1853,  1907 
remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation  bill, 

2433,  3017 

remarks  on  tlie  tariff  bill 2683 

remarks   on  the  repeal  of  the   fugitive    slave 

law 2915,  2916,  2919 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3145, 

3146,  3274,  3278,  3280,  3353 
remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3114, 

3398,  3399 
Blair,  Francis  P.,  a  Representative  from   Mis- 
souri...165,  238,  261,  406,  426,  480,  683,  782, 
785,  843,  844,  845, 852, 856, 876,  877, 878, 
924,  1016,  1017,  1061,  1289,  1336,  1673 

resolutions  by 406,  426,  877,  1253,  1673 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  156). ...336 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 507,  509 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill. ..833,  834 
remarks  on  the  bill   relating  to  enlistments  in 

the  southern  States 845,  846 

remarks  on  Missouri  politics — see  Appendix, 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  156). ...979 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election 1058, 

1059,  1060 

remarks  on  the  charges  of  Mr.  McClurg,  1016, 

1017,  1252,  1253,  1827, 

1828,  1829,  1830,  1831 

charges  of  Mr.  McClurg  against,  in  relation  to 

a  certain  order  for  supplies 1017, 

1251,  1253,  1254,  1396,  1827,  1959,  1964 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri 1016,  1017, 

1252,  1253,  1827,  1828,  1829,  1830,  1831 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts 1966 

Mr.  Clay 1965,  1966 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 1828 

Mr.  Farnsworth 1831 

Mr.  Fenlon 1829 

Mr.  Garfield 1253,  1829 

Mr.  Higby 1396,  lcf27,  1828,  1830, 

1831,  1959,  1960,  1964,  1965,  1966,  1967 

Mr.  Julian 1830 

Mr.  Mallory 1831 

Mr.  McClurg 1016,  1017, 

1251,  1252,  1253,  1832,  1959,  1960;  1966 

Mr.  Morrill 1827, 1828, 1830,  1832 

Mr.  Stevens 1253,  1396,  1830,  1960 

Mr.  Spalding 1252 

Mr.  Washburnc,  of  Illinois 1253, 

1828,  1831 
select    committee     on    the    charges    of    Mr. 

McClurg  against 1253,  1254,  1396 

report  from  the 1827 

Blair,  Francis  P.,  and  Robert  C.  Schenck,  in- 
quiry   in    regard    to    the    military    position 

of. ..1854,  1859,  1939,  1942, 

1943,  1967,  2031,  2908,  3242,  3355,  3389 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Blair,  of  West  Virginia 1967 

Mr.  Brooks 1943 

Mr.  Cox 1859 

Mr.  DawcB IS.TO,  1860, 

1939,  1940,  1942,  1943,  1967,  1969, 
1970,  203),  2908,  3242,  3355,  3389 

Mr.  Dawson 1942 

Mr.  Fnrn.sworth 3242 

Mr.  Kalbfieisch 1939 

Mr.  Morris,  of  New  York 3355 

Mr.  Pomeroy 1859 

Mr.  Schenck 1939,  1942 

Mr.  Stevcn.s 1854,  1855,  3242 

Mr.  Wad^iworth 3355 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 1942,  1943 

ycuB  and  nays  on  the J967 


Blair,  Jacob  B.,a  Representative  from  West  Vir- 
ginia  6,  397,  526,  527, 

597,692,772,1009,1044,  1184,  1185,  1761, 
1762,  1792,  1901,  1959,  1967,  2090,  2270, 
2386,  2390,  2426,  2586,  2771,  2772,  3518 

resolutions  by 410,527,  1792,2090 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims 918,  919 

remarks  on  the  Virginia  election,  (Segar  and 

Chandler) 2321,  2323,  2324 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3317, 

3321,  3322,  3353 
remarks  on  the  Arkansas  representation,  3389, 

3390 
remarks  on  the  pay  of  the  Arkansas  claim- 
ants  3518 

Blanchard,  Henry  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1037, 

1118 

Bliss,  George,  a  Representative  from  Ohio. ..215, 

895,  1074,  1076,  1289,  1290,  1651,  2363 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 264,  317 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 286,  313 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 978 

remarks  on  the  causes  of  the  war 1076 

remarks  on  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long,  1517, 1533 
Blow,  Henry  T.,  a  Representative  from  Mis- 
souri  38,  47,  117,  134, 

331,  526,  659,  757,  766,  1220,  1429,  2090 

resolutions  by 117,  134,  415 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  35) 69, 

70,  75,  88,  89,  90,  91 
remarks  on  death  of  Hon.  John  W.  Noell,415 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 779 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 978, 

979,  980,  981 
remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  333)... 1379 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  claims 2134 

remarks  on  western  navy-yard  bill,  3247,  3248 
Blue  Mont  College — see  Public  Lands. 
Blunk,  David  H.,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. 1324 

Board  of  Health — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Bonded  warehouses — see  Goods. 
Bonds,  bill  to  declare  the  validity  of  certain,  ob- 
ligations, and  undertakings,  sealed  and  un- 
sealed, heretofore  made  or  that  may  here- 
after be  made 1217 

Bonney,  Jethro,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .3424,  3471 
Booth,  Thomas,  bill  granting  pension  to. ...2264 
Bouligny,  John  E.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of 46,  2030,  2273 

Boundaries — see  Judicial  Districts. 

bill  to  extend  the  western,  of  the  State  of  Iowa 

to  the  Missouri  river 1694 

Boundary,  bill  to  adjustthe  southern,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  reservation  powder  magazine  and 

marine  hospital  tract 1220 

bill  for  the  defense  of  the  northeastern 3116 

Bounties,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  14)  to  sup- 
ply in  part  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  public  printing  and  to  supply  defi- 
ciencies in  the  appropriations  for,  to  volun- 
teers  69,71,92,93,99 

bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of,  to  soldiers 

in  certain  cases 21 

bill  granting 95 

joint  resolution  to  repay 148 

bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of. 148 

joint  resolution  to  continue  the,  heretofore  paid, 

109,  165,  173,  931,  944,  991 

bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of,  to  soldiers 

in  the  United  States  service  who  have  served 

a  less  time  than  two  years  upon  honorable 

discharge 261 

bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  to  volunteers 
who  enlisted  before  the  date  of  the  last  call 
for  troops,  October  17,  1863,  the  same,  paid 
to  those  who  enlisted  subsequent  thereto,  730 
joint  resolution  extending  the  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of. 843 

bill  to  facilitate  the  payment  of,  and  arrears  o{ 
pay  due  for  the  service  of  wounded  and  de- 
ceased soldiers 94,  447 

bill  in  relation  to  the  payment  of,  in  cases  of 
persons  who  have  enlisted  and  died  before 

oeing  sworn  into  service 1396 

bill  relative  to  the  payment  of,  to  soldiers,  1577 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  150)  providing  for  the  payment 
of,   to    soldiers   in    the    United   States   ser- 
vice  3533 

(See  Jlpproprialions.) 
Bounty,  bill  in  relation  to  the  payment  of,  to  sol- 
diers discharged 319 


Bounty — Continued. 
joint  resolution  construing  the  act  approved 
July  17,  1862,  calling  out  the  militia  for  nine 
months,  so  as  to  entitle  the  men  called  out 
under  its  provisions  to  be  paid  the,  of  twenty- 
five  dollars 740 

(See  Claims.) 
Bounty   land,  bill  granting,  to  the  ofiicers  and 
soldiers  engaged  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  during  the  present  rebel- 
lion  45 

Bounty  lands,  bill  (No.  228)  providing  for  satis- 
fying claims  for 3397,3463,3479 

Bounty  laws,  bill  amendatory  of  the 1694 

Boutwell,  George  S.,  a  Representative  from  Mas- 
sachusetts  356,  528,  596, 

624,  730,  874,  909,  927,  995,  1036,  1290, 
1293,  1389,  2049, 2272, 2291,  2385,  2787, 
2909,  3054,  3059,  3111,  3140,  3389,  3536 

resolutions  by 683,  909,  3423 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill. ..266,  315,  507 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122),  309,311,  708 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 431 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 579,  600, 

605,  3148,  3271,  3279,  3280,  3281,  3435 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  election,  682,  683,  684 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold. ..734,  735, 

995,  1101,  1102,  1103,  1104,  1105,  1122 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Courtof  Claims 913,  918 

remarks  on  the  bill  (No.  63)  relating  to  claims 

against  the  Government 925 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  333) 1269, 

1339,  1397,  1400,  1401 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long,  1535, 

1585,  1591,  1599,  1600 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405)... .1755, 

1756,    1758,    1759,    1760,    1784,    1785, 

1788,    1789,    1791,    1815,    1816,   1817, 

1818,    1819,    1821,    1835,    1836,   1839, 

1850,  1852,  1877,  1879, 1880, 1883, 1884, 

1901,  1902,  1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912, 

1916,  1941,  2997,  3000,  3001,  3004,  3423 

remarks  on  the  government  of  the  reliellious 

States 2067,  2068,  2102,  2105 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill 2836, 

2855,  2856,  2880,  2881 
Bowden,  Lemuel  J.,  a  Senator  from  Virginia, 

death  of,  announced 151 

Boyd,  Sempronius   H.,  a   Representative    from 

Missouri. .35,  71,117,258,399,406,426,566, 

595,  659,  693,  825,  843,  898,  939,  1062, 

1164,  1291,  1792,  2638,  2751,  2996,  3085 

resolutions  by 71,  117,  843 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  35). ..89,  90 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 428,  429 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 433, 

578,  579,  772 

remarks  on  the  amnesty  proclamation 952 

Brandegee,  Augustus,  a  Representative  from  Con- 
necticut  19,92,99,100,  108, 

112,  113,  127,  148,  189,  196,  261,  508,  519, 
550,  623,  714, 852,  875,  876, 888, 914, 1290, 
1291,  1292,  1346,  1350,  1990,  2132,  2260, 
2575,  2836,  3079,  3083,  3084,  3085,  3112 

resolutions  by 100,  108,  127,;508,  888 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. ..826, 

827,  828 
remarks  on  the  Washington  nnd  New  York 

railroad  bill 2833,  2834,  2835 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garret  R. 

Barry 3083,3084 

Brazil — see  Mail  Steamship  Service. 

Brenton,  Nathan  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of... .3140, 

3469,  3479,  3516 

Bridge,  bill  relative  to  the  construction  of  a,  across 

the  Hudson  river  at  Albany,  New  York,  for 

postal  and  other  purposes 2639 

Brindle,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2526 

Brooks,   James,   a    Representative    from    New 

York 6,  7,  8,  108,  190,  316,  595,  668, 

680, 707, 825, 851, 876,  888,  895,  908, 995, 
1012,  1290,  1291,  1388,  1407,  1408, 1658, 
1679,  1680,  1G95,  1703,  1909,  1943,2232, 
2265,  2435,  2833,  2838,  2879,  2920, 2936, 
3021,  3060,  3272,  3354,  3357,  3389,  3421, 
3429,  3430,  3469,  3515,  3.'')22,  3527,  3534 

resolutions  by 1967, 1968,  3112 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  the  President's 


message. 


.34 


remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 69, 

71,  72,  73,  75 
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Brooks,  James,  a  Representative  from  New  York 
— Continued. 
remarks  on  bill  to  continue  bounties... 109, 110 
remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

111,  113 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 

129,  130,  131,  2215,  2228,  2230 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylvania 

war  expenses 169 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 216, 

303,  304,  306,  308 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156),  334,  335, 

336,  337,  338,  355,  356,  357, 

825,972,973,  974,  975,  991 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ...358, 

811,  831,  835,  2057 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 398, 

552,3112,3145,3354 

remui'ks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 707, 

715,  732,  733,  931,  994,  995 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 876,  877 

remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation   bill, 
1017,  1018,  1042,  1043 
remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No. 333). ..1255, 
1256,  1257,  1266,  1267,  1268,  1269, 
1270,  1287,  1288,  1339,  1340,  1343, 
1344,  1350,  1351,  1377,  1378,  1389, 
1401,  1402,  1409,  1430,  1433,  1451 
remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  395). ..1680, 
1681,  1682,  1694,  1696,  1697,  2448,  2449 
remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405).. ..1729, 
1732,  1733, 1755, 1756, 1758, 1787, 1788, 1937 
remarks  in  relation  to  cimrges  against  the  Treas- 
ury Department 1967, 

1968,  1969,  1991,  3423,  3468 
remarks  on  thclndian  appropriation  bill,  2338, 

2339,  3079 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  News- 
boys' Home 2452,  2453 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2718,  2719,  2743, 

2745,  2747,  3079,  3312,  3313,  3403,  3404 
remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  carriage  of 

passengers 2836 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...2937, 

2938,  3105,  3106, 3108,  3110,  3111, 3112, 

3114,  3395,  3396,  3397,  3398,  3399,  3400 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  438), 

3080,  3244,  3266 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3187, 

3208,  3209,  3212,  3351,  3352 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  compensa- 
tion of  pension  agents 3314 

remarks  on  the  special  income  tax. ..3528,  3529 
Brooks,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  represent- 
atives of 218 

Broomall,  John  M..,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  88,  128, 

150, 151, 259, 680, 1097, 1292, 1475, 
1531,  2232,  3148,  3388,  3464,  3470 

resolutions  by 150,  259,  1097,  1531, 1593 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 212,  448 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill. ..548, 599,  680 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 1123 

remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  1221, 1222 
remarks  on  the  New  Jersey  railroads  bill,  1262, 
1263,  1265,  1467,  1761,  2263,  2264 
remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  333). ...1340, 
1394,  1397,  1398 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  W. 

Hubbell 1347 

remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  1395 
remarks  on  the  expulsion  and  censure  of  Mr. 

Long 1517, 1593,  1625 

remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 1767 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1786, 

1880,  1881,  1934,  2998 
remarks  on  the  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department 1968,  1969,  1991 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Knox  and 

Blair) 2855 

remarks  on  the  Dakota  election 2863 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3185 

remarks  on  the  western  navy-yard  bill. ...3250 
Brown,  Albert,  bill  for  relief  of,  715,  757, 942, 3471 
Brown,  E.,  jr.,  bill  for  relief  of.. .3311,  3430,  3431 
Brown,  James  S.,  a  Representative  from  Wis- 
consin  526,  527,  624,  659, 

1037,  1289,  1325,  1429,  1494,  1519,  1530, 
2238,2483,2501,  2509,  2772,  2842,  2866, 
2890,3000,3061,  3084,  3112,  3179,   3310 

resolutions  by 526,  527,  1532 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  lo  ihi;  jurisdiction 
of  the  Court  of  Claims 165,  167,  168 


Brown,  James  S.,  a  Representative  from  Wis- 
consin—  Continued. 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 218, 

271,287,310,311 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 518 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 535, 

605,  2909,  3281,  3354 

remarks  on  the  Louisiana  election 545,  546 

remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation  bill, 
1019,  1020,  2431 

remarks  on  the  ship  canal  bill 1038,  1040 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1255,  1256, 

1339,  1340,  1343,  1398,  1401,  1680,  2448 
remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  1395 
remarks  on  the  expulsion  and  censure  of  Mr. 

Long 1531, 1532, 1589,  1593 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 2090,  2091 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2189, 2196,  2207 

remarks   on  the  New   Jersey   railroads    bill, 

2258,  2262 

remarks  on  the  northern  Pacific  railroad  bill, 

2291,  2292,  2293 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill 2724, 

2725  2726  2812 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2748^  2749^  2750 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Knox  and 

Blair) 2855,  2856,  2857,  2858,  2860,  2861 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2997, 

3000,  3001,  3018 
remarks  on  civil  appropriation  bill,  3108,3113 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3186 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  representation. ..3389, 

3390,  3392 
Brown,  William  G., a  Representative  from  West 

Virginia 4,  44, 

86,  128,  133,  168,  190,  218,  238,  480,  528, 
530,623,972,1036, 1408, 1677,  1696,  1698, 
1794,  2029,  2271,  2290,  2291,  2526,  3104 

resolutions  by 44,  151,  190,  528,  1696,  2290 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Lemuel  J.  Bow- 
den 151 

Brown,  William  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 623, 

759,  1061,  1492,  1495,  1534 
Bruce,  John  P.,  contestant  for  the  seat  of  Benja- 
min  Loan  from  the  seventh    congressional 
district  of  Missouri,  remarks   on  the  Mis- 
souri election 2165,  2166,  2186,  2187, 

2188,  2189,  2197,  2207,  2208,  2212,  2213 
Buford,  Patty  D.,  bill  granting  pension  to,  2298 
Burnes,  Amasa  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  3054,  3470 
Burns,  John  L.,  bill  granting  a  pension  to. ..658, 

714,  1036,  1058 
Burns,  William,  bill  for  relief  of,  1531,  2273,  2387 
Burnside  &  Company,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  2271 
Burnside,  Major  General  A.  E. — see  Thanks. 
Bush,  A. — see  .Accounts. 

Butler,  Huldah,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the    chil- 
dren of. 148 


Cabinet  ministers  occupying  scats  in  the  House, 

select  committee  on  the  question  of. 467, 

526,  553,  2575 

report  from  the 1448 

(See  Executive  Department;  Members  of  Con- 
gress.) 

Cadets — see  Paymasters. 

Cahokia,  bill  to  amend  an  act  confirming  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois 2995 

Calvert,  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. ..3054,  3470 

Canal,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  91)  to  construct  a  ship, 
for  the  passage  of  armed  and  naval  vessels 
from  the  Mississippi  river  to  Lake  Michi- 
gan  88,  149,  480, 1037,  1216,  1738,  1792 

bill  for  the  construction  of  a,  for  improvement 
oftheupperrapids  and  the  lower  Des  Moines 

rapids  of  the  Mississippi  river 1736, 2607 

(See  Ship  Canal.) 

Canals  and  harbors,  bill  giving  consent  to  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  concerning  the 
construction  of,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
same 2722 

Captures,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  269)  in  relation  to  the, 
made  by  armed  vessels  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States 1349 

Carmack  &  Ramsey,  joint  resolution  relating  to 

the  claim  of. .". 86,  94, 

3142,  3311,  3388,  3432,  3518,  3520 

Carpenter,  J.  N. — see  Accounts. 

Carrigan,  C.  W.,  contesting  Representative  from 
Pennsylvania,  remarks  on  the  Pennsylvania 
election  (Carrigan  and  Thayer) 3243 


Cartee,  L.  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 658,  714 

Carter,  John  C,  bill  for  the  reliefof,  148,  940,  991 
Censure,   resolution    for   the,    of  Benjamin    G. 
Harris,  a  Representative  from    Maryland, 
1518,  1532,  1577 
resolution  for  the,  of  Alexander  Long,  a  Repre- 
sentative from  Ohio 1593,  1618 

Cents — see  Coin. 

Chandler,  Lucius  J.,  claiming  a  seat  as  a  Repre- 
sentative from  Virginia,  remarks  on  the  Vir- 
ginia election 2317,  2319,  2320,  2321 

Chanler,  John  W.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York.... 99,  108, 

109,  273,  298,  313, 399, 404, 595, 995, 1152, 

1261,  1291,  1380,  1448,  1630,  1702,  1703, 

2029,  2428,  2579,  3014,  3207,  3316,  3421 

resolutions  by. ...99,  273,  282,  313,  1380,  3316 

remarks  on  consular  and  diplomatic  bill. ...130 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 269,  270 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 453, 

455,  579,  631,  3146,  3316 
remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill... .1220 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  1223, 

1225 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1835 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill 2812 

Chaplain,  election  of. 14 

Chaplains,  bill  giving  rank  to 2,')9 

bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 874,  3142 

Charter — see  District  of  Columbia. 

Chicago  water-works — see  Illinois. 

Cincinnati,  gunboat — see  Accounts. 

Civil  commission,  bill  to  legalize  and  establish 

the,  at  Memphis,  Tennessee 149,  2773 

Civil  expenses,  bill  (No.  527)  making  appropri- 
ations for  sundry,  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1865. ..2716, 2937, 2938, 
2939,  3014,  3105,  3108,  3113,  3115, 
3314,  3394,  3395,  3397,  3399,  3400, 
3402,  3423,  3469,  3517,  3520,  3530 
remarks  on  ^he,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 3106,  3109 

Mr.  Arnold 3399 

Mr.  Ashley 3110,  3115 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Michigan 3105 

Mr.  Blaine 3114,  3398,  3399 

Mr.  Boutwell 3111 

Mr.  Brooks 2937, 

2938, 3105,  3106,  3108,  3110,  3111,  3112, 
3114,  3395,  3396,  3397,  3398,  3399,  3400 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 3108,  3113 

Mr.  Cole,  of  California. ..3106,  3112,3113 

Mr.  Cox 2938,  3398,  3399 

Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York 3397 

Mr.  Dawes. ..2938,  3105,  3113,  3114,  3115 

Mr.  Eldridge 3115 

Mr.  Eliot 3105 

Mr.  English 3395 

Mr.  Fenton 2938,  2939,  3109 

Mr.  Frank 3109,  3396,  3399 

Mr.  Ganson 3108,  3114 

Mr.  Garfield 3105 

Mr.  Hale 3109,  3113,  3114,  3115 

Mr.  Higby 3115 

Mr.  Holman 2937, 

2938,  2939,  3015,  3105,  3106,  3112, 
3114,  3394,  3396,  3397,  3400,  3402 

Mr.  Kalbfleisch 3394,  3396,  3397 

Mr.  Kellogg,  ofMichigan,2939, 3106,  3109 

Mr.  Kinney 3110 

Mr.  Law 3111 

Mr.  Mallory 3107, 

3111,  3114,  3115,  3396,  3397,  3400,  3402 

Mr.  McBride 3110 

Mr.  Morrill 2939,3107,  3108, 

3113,  3114,  3335,  3396,  3399,  3400,  3402 

Mr.  Nelson 3115 

Mr.  Pendleton 2937,  3015,  3113,  3115 

Mr.  Pike 3115 

Mr.  Price 3107,3108,3110,  3111,  3115 

Mr.  Pruyn 3108,  3109,  3395 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania 3398 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Maine 31U5, 

3106,  3108,  3109,  3110,  3395,  3396 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts 3112 

Mr.  Schenck 3107, 

3108,3111,3113,3114,3115 

Mr.  Sloan 3111 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  York 3107 

Mr.  Stevens, 2937, 2938,  2939,  3014,  3015, 

3105,  3106,3107,3108,  3109,  3110,  3111, 

3112, 3113, 3114,  3115,  3314,  3394,  3395, 

3396,  3397,  3399,  3400,  3402,  3469,  3470 

Mr.  Stiles 3112,  3115 
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Civil  expenses,  bill  (No.  527)  making  appropri- 
ations for  sundry,  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1865 — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Upson 2939 

Mr.  Wadsworth 3397 

Mr.  Wallace,  of  Idaho. ..3109,  3110,  3115 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois. ...3015,  3105, 

3106,  3107,  3108,  3109,  3110, 

3111,  3113,  3114,  3115,  3395 

Mr.  Wilson 2938, 

2939,  3109,  3111,  3113,  3114,  3115 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 3015 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2938,  3115,  3402 

(See  Public  Buildings.) 

Claims,  the  Committee  of. 18,  68 

instructions  to 22,  39,  480,  909 

reports  from 86,87,313,447, 

495,  623,  624,  757,  940,  972,  1061,  1236, 
1286,  1494,  1944,  2270,  2271,2272,  2426, 
2526,  3053,  3054,  3055,  3239,  3424,  3515 

discharged  from  subjects 313, 

426,  940,  1933,  2787,  3053 
Claims,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  63)  supplemental  to  the 
laws  relating  to  the  War  Department  and  au- 
thorizing the  settlement  and  payment  of  cer- 
tain, against  the  United  States,  117,  168,924 
bill  to  provide  for  auditing  and  allovi'ing,  for 
bounty  under  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  au- 
thorize the  employment  of  volunteers  to  aid 
in  enforcing  the  laws  and  protecting  public 

property 127 

bill  (S.  No.  65)  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the,  of  Peruvian  citizens  under  the  convention 
between  the  United  States  and  Peru  of  the 

12th  of  January,  1863 399, 

713,  825,  2502,  2509,  2510,  2579 
bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting, 
against  the  Government  for  injuries  to  and 
destruction  of  property  by  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  or  by  military  authority  dur- 
ing the  present  rebellion « 148,  495, 

3055,  3056,  3057,  3060,  3077,  3078,  3080 
bill  to  reimburse  the  city  of  New  York  for  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  outfit  of  troops  to  aid 

in  suppressing  the  present  rebellion 273 

bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  certain,  in  the 

Western  department 843 

bill  to  provide  for  refunding  to  the  loyal  States 
certain  sums  of  money  expended  by  them  in 
raising  and  organizing  troops  for  the  Union 

armies 1387 

bill(H.R.  No.  521)  to  amend  an  act  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the,  of  Peruvian  citizens 
under  the  convention  between  the  United 
States  and   Peru  of  the   12th    of  January, 

1863 2879,  3018,  3060,  3141 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  117)  to  reimburse  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  for  expenses  in  calling  out  the 
militia  of  said  State  during  the  recent  inva- 
sion...  151, 

168,  ]88,  189,  1793,  2132,  2137,  2155 
(See  Convention;  Militia;  Missouri.) 

Clark,  A.  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1494,  2271 

Clark,  Ambrose  W.,a  Representative  from  New 

York 21,  34,  38, 

45,  88,  313,  406,  459,  495,  496,  757,  759, 
972,  1061,  1121,  1122,  1220,  1338,  1494, 
1659,  1673,  1679,  1680,  1698,  1814,  2238, 
2249,  2298,  2.323,  2470,  2722,  2741,  2772, 
2777,  2794,  2842,  3112,  3351,  3352,  3353 

resolutions  by 88,  3353 

remarks  on   printing  the  agricultural   report, 

926,  927 
remarks  on  purchasing  the  Annals  of  Congress, 

1191,  1192 
remarks  on  the  bill  to»pay  for  the  published 

debates 1782, 

1783,  1784,  1814,  1875,  2297,  2298 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1849 

Clurk,G.  H.,  joint  resolution  referring  the  claim 

of. 2271,  2435,  2527 

Clarke,   Freeman,  a  Representative   from   New 

York 448,  887,  3316 

resolutions  by 448,  887 

Clarke,  H.  L.  H  ,  bill  for  relief  of,  7.57,  942,  347J 
Clay,   Brutus  J.,  a   Representative  from    Ken- 
tucky  189,  508,  625,  730,  913,  19.59 

resolutions  by 189 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 272,  287 

remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election 341 

remarks  on  freedmen's  nffiiirs 570,  571 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 579, 

580,  599,  600,  627,  629 


Clay,  Brutus  J.,  a  Representative  from  Ken- 
tucky— Continued. 
remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill.  .1020, 

1021 

remarks  on  the  agricultural  colleges  bill...  1262, 

1284,  1285,  1499 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1850 

remarks  on  the  charges  against  Mr.  Blair,  1965, 

1966 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. ..1993, 

1994,  1998 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  election 

of. 10 

instructions  to  the 1098,  1679 

communication  from  the 622 

Clerks,  bill  to  authorize  the  Assistant  Treasurer 

at  San  Francisco  to  appoint  certain 785 

bill  to  provide  for  the  examination  of,  in  the 
several  Departments  of  the  Government,  1036 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  300)  for  the  classification  of 
the,  to  paymasters  in  the  Navy  and  gradu- 
ating their  pay 991, 

1337,  1939,  2435,  2448,  2527 

joint  resolution  (No.  44)  for  the  relief  of,  at 

the  Kittery  and  Philadelphia  navy-yards, 

1939,  2694,  3080 

Clerks  to  committees 22,  35,  87, 

190,  297,  1217, 1218,  1396,  1577,  3515 
Clothing  lost — see  Compensation. 
Coal-heavers — see  J^aval  Service. 
Coal  lands,  bill  for  the  disposal  of,  and  town 

property  on  the  public  domain 2185, 

2995,3421 

Coasting  trade,  bill  to  repeal  section  two  of  an 

act  to  regulate  the  foreign,  on  the  northern, 

northeastern,  and  northwestern  frontiers  of 

the  United  States 1061 

bill  (No.  223)  to  regulate  the  foreign,  on  the 
northern,    northeastern,   and    northwestern 

frontiers 2033,  2132,  2838,  2882 

Cobb,  Amasa,  a  Representative  from  Wiscon- 
sin  39,  93, 173,  233,  238,  303,  313,  332, 

333, 372, 431, 527, 684, 687, 735, 766, 768, 
776,  813,  875,  878,  890,  920,  931,  991, 
1022,  1058,  1061, 1097, 1099, 1101, 1118, 
1119,  1121, 1143, 1167, 1195, 1218, 1226, 
1254, 1273, 1284, 1290, 1326, 1336, 1349, 
1354, 1494,  1595, 1499, 1581, 1657, 1678, 
1715, 1737,  1791, 1833, 1967,  2031,  2057, 
2137, 2290,  2243,  2364,  2385, 2427,  2435, 
2448,2482,  2508  2541,  2579,  2613,  2722, 
2750, 2837,  2882, 2910,  2920, 2938,  3018, 
3060,  3061,  3078, 3083, 3108,  3182,  3186, 
3217,  3218,3278,3280,  3318,3354,  3390, 
3421, 3423,  3424, 3428,  3430, 3463,  3464, 
3466,  3523,  3531,  3533,  3537,  3538,  3539 

resolutions  by 39,  1349 

Cobb,  J.  &  O.  P.,  &  Co.,  joint  resolution  for  the 

adjustment  of  the  claim  of. 3053 

Coffroth,  Alexander  H.,  a  Representative  from 

Pennsylvania,  45, 47, 92, 95, 99, 134, 168, 188, 

189,  218,  259,  467,  844,  909,  1022,  1680, 

2214,  2363,  2384, 2426,  2484,  2722, 2809, 

3179,  3315,  3422,  3462,  3464,  3471,  3472 

resolutions  by 92,  99,  467,  909,  2426 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill,  132 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 271,  287 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 477,  478, 

532,  547,  550,  551,  578, 
579,626,3144,3145,3355 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1758 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2952 

Coin,  bill  to  prevent  and  punish  th*  counterfeit- 
ing of  the,  of  the  United  States 2265, 

2741,2750,2856 
bill  to  prevent  the  sellingand  circulation  of  coun- 
terfeit, and  counterfeit  and  altered  Treasury 
notes  and  postage  currency  bills. ...877,  2773 
Coinage,  Weights,  and  Measures,  the  Committee 

on 39,  297,  310,  1262 

reports  from 1426,  1763,  2265,  3239 

Coins,  bill  (No.  183)  in  amendment  of  an  act  re- 
lating to  foreign,  and  the  coinage  of  cents  at 
the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1857 1261,  1426,  1763,  1791 

Cole,  Cornelius,  a  Representative  from  Califor- 
nia  39.  148,  331,  354,  480, 

579,  785,  874,  909, 970, 1381 ,  1448, 1495, 
1532,  1703,  lO.-iO,  2063,  2269, 2426, 2449, 
2586,  3015,  3077,  3208,  3389,  3428,  3.524 

resolutions  by 480, 

6.59,  909,  1448,  1532,  2426,  2586,  3389 

remarks  on  freedmen's  affiiir.s 713,  740 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill 834 


Cole,  Cornelius,  a  Representative  from  Califor- 
nia— Continued. 
remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  333).  .1352, 
1353,  1373,  1374,  1376 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1820, 

1833,  1851,  1909,  1916,  2996,  3025 

remarks  on  thetariff  bill 2717 

remarks  on  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  2915 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  438), 

3080,  3155,  3180,  3181,  3267,  3388 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3106, 

3112  3113 

Cole,  Darius  S.,bill  for  the  relief  of. !.623, 

759,  1492,  1495,  1534 

Cole,  George  E.,  a  Delegate  from  Washington, 

40,150, 184,232,371,  480,528,  623,  659, 

1036,  1044,  1096,  1324,  1499,  2470,  2777 

resolutions  by 232,  528 

remarks    on    the   Washington   military   road 

grant 1010 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  distribution  of 

documents 2470 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  veto  power 

in  Washington  Territory 2794 

Colfax, Schuyler,  a  Representative  from  Indiana, 

973 

resolution  by .' 1505 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  156).. ..973 

remarks    on    the    expulsion    of    Mr.    Long, 

1505,    1507,    1509,    1510,    1515,    1516, 

1517,  1518,  1544, 1545, 1552,  1578, 1584, 

1558,  1589,  1601, 1606, 1624,  1625, 1626, 

1627,  1628,  1630,  1632, 1633,  1634,  1035 

Collection  district,  bill  (H.R.  No.  287)  to  change 

the  name  of  the,  and  port  of  Presque  Isle  to 

the  district  and  port  of  Erie 909, 

1389,  1492,  1698,  1737,  1815 

(See  Washington.) 

Collection  districts,  bill  to  abolish  the,  of  Cape 

Perpetua  and  Port  Orford,  Oregon,  and  to 

attach  the  same  to  the  collection  district  of 

Oregon 2384,2777 

Collisions,  bill  fixing  certain  rules  and  regulations 

for  preventing,  on  the  water 110, 

232,  1387,  1903,  1995 
Colorado,  theTerritory  of,  bill  toenable  the  people 
of,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  Slate  into 

the  Union .19,  87,  811,  1166,  1195 

bill  making  an  appropriation  for  military  posts 

in 232 

bill  making  an  appropriation  for  a  military  road 
from  Denver,  in,  to  Camp  Crittenden,  in  the 

Territory  of  Utah 232,  998 

bill  to  provide  for  the  development  of  the  min- 
eral resources  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 

public  domain 232,909 

bill  amendatory  of  the  act  of  June  2,  1862,  in 

regard  to  preemption  claims  in 495 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Denver  City, 

in 495,  1886,  2502,  2508,  2578 

bill  supplewientary  to  an  act  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple of,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  said  State 

into  the  Union 1335 

bill  (S.  No.  291)  to  amend  an  act  to  enable  the 
people  of,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 

the  original  States 2578,  2996 

(See  J^ew  Mexico.) 
Colored  men:  bill  to  give  effect  to  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  and  also    to  certain    pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  of  the   United 

States 20 

Columbia  Bank,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .2271,  2273 

Commerce,  the  Committee  on 18 

instructions  to 23,  164,  189,  233,  282,313, 

480,  508, 1010, 1098, 1426,  1531, 2090, 2575 

reports  from 232, 

233,  622,  940,  1061,  1283,  1284,  1335, 
1387, 138i,  1389, 1990,  2391,  2428,  250J^, 
2578,  2606,  2787, 2836,  2837,  2838,  3421 

discharged  from  subjects 623,  1389,  2836 

Commerce,  bill  (S.  No.  310)  for  the  promotion  of, 

and  the  improvement  of  navigation 3428 

bill  to  protect  and  promote 2185,3428 

bill  to  regulate,  among  States,  1387, 15.32,  2787 
Commercial  intercourse,  bill  (S.  No.  233)  in  ad- 
dition to  the  several  acts  concerning,  between 
loyal  and  insurrectionary  States  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection  of  captured  and  aban- 
doned property  and  the  prevention  of  frauds 
in  States  declared  in  insurrection, 3430,  3514 
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Committees,  standing; 18,  39,  68,  148,  297, 

303,  308,  310,  313,  594,  970,  1262,  2188 
select — 

on  the  rules  of  the  House 8,  33 

on  emancipation 19,  21,  37 

on  rebellious  States 33,37,  45,  313 

on  foreign  immigration 35,  37 

on  a  railroad  to  New  York,  36,  100,  108, 127 
reports  from  the 259,  668,  2833 

on  the  Pacific  railroad 37 

on  a  national  bankrupt  act 70,  93,  108 

on  the  conduct  and  expenditures  of  the  war, 
189,  215,  218,  259,  282,  299,  308 

on  the  case  of  Dr.  C.  M.  Wctherill,  chemist 

of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. ..261, 

263,281 

report  flom 1217 

on  a  national  armory 427,  459 

on  Cabinet  ministers  occupying  seats  in  the 

House 467,  526,  553,  2575 

report  from  the 1448 

on  the  charge  against  Mr.  Blair,  of  Mis- 
souri  1253,  1254,  1396 

report  from  the 1827 

on  the  defenses  of  the  northeastern  fron- 
tier  1860,  1875 

instructions  to 2771 

report  from  the 3116 

on  the  charges  against  ilie  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, 1967, 1972,  1990, 1996,  3423,  3468 

instructions  to 2090 

report  from  the 3423,  3468 

in  relation  to  the  heating,  ventilation,  &c., 
of  the  Senate  Chamber  and  the  Hall  of  the 

House  of  Representatives 2207 

of  conference — 

on  bill  (No.  36)  to  amend  an  act  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  687,  691 

on  the  bill  to  increase  the  internal  revenue, 
708,  738,  779,  827,  892,  920 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  26)  to  revive  the  grade 
of  Lieutenant  General  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States 825 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  156)  to  supply  defi- 
ciencies in  the  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864, 
994,  1010 

on  the  bill  (No.  199)  to  provide  for  carrying 
the  mails  from  the  United  States  to  foreign 
ports 1189,  1191 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  34)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Academy  for  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1865 1243 

on  the  bill  (No.  302)  to  amend  section  nine 
of  the  act  approved  July  17, 1862,  to  define 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  officers 
of  the  Army 1336,  1378 

on  thejiill  (No.  15)  organizing  a  government 

for  the  Territory  of  Montana 1395, 

1409,  1634,  1651,  1660,  1698 

on  the  bill  (No.  76)  relating  to  appointments 

in  the  naval  service  and  courts-martial, 

1764,  1833 

on  the  bill  (No.  370)  to  appoint  certain  officers 
of  the  Navy 1764,  1833,  2091 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  308)  to  establish  a 
Bureau  of  Military  Justice 1854 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  198)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Army  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1865 2063, 

2091,  2385,  2386,  2475,  2509 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  40)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  consular  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1865 2232,  2333,  2793 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  381)  to  amend  an  act 
making  a  grant  of  land  to  Iowa,  in  alternate 
sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  cer- 
tain railroads  in  said  State 2384,  2509 

on  the  bill  (No.  395)  to  provide  a  national  cur- 
rency secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States 
bonds  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation 
and  redemption  thereof 2452,  2476 

on  the  bill  (No.  426)  to  create  an  additional 
supervising  inspector  of  steamboats  and 
two  local  inspectors  of  steamboats  for  the 
collection  district  of  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
and  two  local  inspectors  for  the  collection 
district  of  Oregon 2482,  2636 

on  the  bill  (No.  192)  making  appropriations 
for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  1865. ..2611,  3018,  3078 


Committees — Contimied. 
of  conference — 

on  the  bill  (No.  145)  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers in  the  United  States  Army,  2908, 2995 
on  bill  forreliefofRhodaWolcott, 2693, 2995 
on  the  bill  (No.  450)  to  provide  for  the  repair 
and  preservation  of  certain  public  works 

of  the  United  States 3014,  3078 

on  the  bill  (No.  55)  in  relation  to  the  circuit 
court  in  and  for  the  district  of  Wiscon- 
sin  3016,3078 

on  the  bill  to  preventsmuggling...3077,  3107 
on  the  bill  (No.  54)  to  incorporate  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  in  the  District 

of  Columbia 3115,3139 

on  the  bill  (No.  495)  to  amend  the  charter  of 
the  Washington  and  Georgetown  Railroad 

Company 3186,3218 

on  the  bill  (No.  138)  to  regulate  proceedings 
between  landlord  and  tenantin  the  District 

of  Columbia 3218,  3239 

on  the  bill  (No.  494)  to  increase  the  duties  on 

imports 3351 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No  483)  and  the  Senate 
amendments  thereto  granting  laods  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  tele- 
graph line  from  Lake  Superior  to  Puget 
sound,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  by  the  north- 
ern route 3388 

on  joint  resolution  (No.  11)  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  Carmack  &  Ramsey. ...3388,  3432 
on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  438)  to  amend  an  act 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and 
telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  river  to 
the  Pacific  ocean  and  to  secure  to  the  Gov- 
ernment the  use  of  the  same  for  postal, 

military,  and  other  purposes 3388 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  411)  and  the  Senate 
amendments  thereto  to  encourage  immi- 
gration  .• 3388 

on  the  bill  (No.  154)  to  provide  for  the  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment  3397,3404 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  ending   30th  June, 

1865 3423 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  406)  supplementary 

to  an  act  to  grant  pensions 3427 

on  the  bill  (No.  246)  for  the  relief  of  seamen 
and  others,  not  officers,  borne  on  the  books 
of  vessels  wrecked  or  lost  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice  3468,  3479 

on  the  bill  (No.  549)  further  to  regulate  and 
provide  for  the  enrolling  and  calling  out 

the  national  forces 3468,  3479 

on  the  bill  (No.  511)  to  provide  for  the  more 
speedy  punishment  ofguerrillas,  3463, 3479 
on  the  bill  (No.  339)  to  repeal  a  joint  resolu- 
tion to  grant  additional  rooms  to  the  Agri- 
cultural Department 3517 

Commutation — see  Jinny. 

Compensation:  joint  resolution  to  compensate  the 
crew  of  the  United  States  steamer  Monitor 
for  clothing  and  property  destroyed  in  the 

public  service 19,  844 

bill  to  compensate  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  private  soldiers  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States  for  the  loss 
or  destruction  of  clothing  or  equipments 
where  such  loss  or  destruction  is  not  the  re- 
sult of  their  own  fault  or  neglect 148 

bill  to  reimburse  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
twentieth  regiment  of  Indiana  volunteers  for 
loss  of  baggage  and  other  property  at  Hat- 

teras  Inlet 149, 1011 

bill  to  regulate  the,  of  the  depositary  of  public 

moneys  at  Chicago ..149,1335 

bill  regulating  the,  of  registers  and  receivers  of 
land  offices  in  the  location  of  lands  by  States 
and  corporations  under  grants  from  Con- 
gress  331,3427 

bill  (S.  No.  66)  to  increase  the,  of  inspectors 

of  customs  in  certain  ports 372, 

445,  740,  756,  763,  826,  949,  1909,  1967 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  309)  to  regulate  the,  of  the  mar- 
shals of  the  United  States  court  for  the  west- 
ern district  of  Virginia 1036,  1061,  1185 

bill  providing  that  the  port  of  Portland,  Maine, 
shall  be  placed  upon  the  same  basis  as  the 
ports  enumerated  in  the  ninth  section  of  the 
act  approved  May  7,  1822,  further  to  estab- 
lish the,  of  officers  of  customs  and  to  alter 
certain  collection  districts 1220 


Compensation — Continued. 
bill  (S.  No.  199)  relating  to  the,  of  pension 

agents 2578,3351 

bill  allowing,  to  members  of  the  Senate,  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to 

the  Delegates  from  the  Territories 2771 

bill  (No.  273)  to  compensate  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  iron-clad  gunboat  Essex  for  the 
destruction  of  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  3214, 

3423,  3463 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  79)  to  increase  the,  of 

matrons  in  the  hospitals 3536,  3537,  3538 

resolution  relating  to  alleged  illegal,  received 

by  certain  members 3424,  3520 

Conduct  and  expenses  of  the  war,  the  joint  com- 
mittee on  the 308 

instructions  to 875,  876,  878,  2290,  2910 

reports  from 2139,  2196 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  37)  for  the  payment  of 

expenses  incurred  by  the 1254, 

1261,  1266,  1736 
Confiscated  estates,  bill  (No.  276)  to  secure  to 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  homesteads  on,  in  insurrec- 
tionary districts 874,  991, 

999,  1887,  2091,  2108,  2232,  2249,  2264 
Confiscated  property,  bill  to  create  a  school  fund 

out  of  the  proceeds  of. 331 

(See  Rebellion;  JVew  Mexico.) 
Confiscation,  bill  to  repeal  joint  resolution  No. 

63,  approved  July  17,  1862 19 

bill  to  amend  the,  act 19,2773,  2774 

bill  to  amend  the  laws  providing  for  the,  of 

rebel  property 1096 

bill  (No.  18)  to  amend  a  joint  resolution  ex- 
planatory of  an  act  to  suppress  insurrection, 
to  punish  treason  and  rebellion ,  to  seize  and 
confiscate  the  property  of  rebels. .127,  184, 
190,210,234,263,266,281,297,313,351, 
374, 399,  406,  448^  467,  496,  508,  543,  566 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 509 

Mr.  Allison 519 

Mr.  Ancona 509,  519 

Mr.  Ashley 509,  519 

Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri 507,  509 

Mr.  Bliss 264,  317 

Mr.  Boutwell 266,  315,  507 

Mr.  Brandegee 519 

Mr.  Brooks 190 

Mr.  Broomall 212,  448 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 5]8 

Mr.  Chanler 298 

Mr.  Cole,  of  Washington 184 

Mr.  Cox 185, 190,  210,  212,  213,  263, 

264, 282, 298, 501,  502, 507,  509,  517,  519 

Mr.  Cravens 501,  502 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 213,  503 

Mr.  Edgerton 406 

Mr.  Eliot .....282 

Mr.  Farnsworth 507 

Mr.  Finck 399 

Mr.  Frank 509 

Mr.  Ganson 502 

Mr.  Garfield 213 

Mr.  Grider 509 

Mr.  Holman 184,50^,  519 

Mr.  Kelley 213 

Mr.  Kernan 185,264,  502,  503 

Mr.  Long 184 

Mr.  Morris,  of  New  York. ...282,  297,  298 

Mr.  Orth 186,  212,  213,  508 

Mr.  Pendleton 184,264,  315,  507,  509 

Mr.  Perry 501 

Mr.  Pike 519 

Mr.  Pruyn 507,  517,  518 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Maine 507,  509 

Mr.  Rogers 299 

Mr.  Rollins,  of  New  Hampshire 516 

Mr.  Schenck 501,  509 

Mr.  Sloan 518 

Mr.  Smith 317,  509,  514,  517,  519 

Mr.  Smithers 374 

Mr.  Spalding 313,  315,  509 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  York 501 

Mr.  Stevens 186,  210,  212,  263,  266, 

281, 282,  316, 317, 352,  469,  509,  543,  566 

Mr.  Sweat 264,  282,  566 

Mr.  Voorhees 282,  507,  509 

Mr.  Wadsworth 467,  469 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois. ..185,  264,  507 

Mr.  Wilson 127, 

184,  185,  186,  190,  210,  263,  261,  281, 
282,  501,  502,  504,  507,  508,  509,  519 
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Confiscation,  bill  (No.  18)  to  amend  a  joint,  reso- 
lution explanatory  of  an  act  to  suppress  insur- 
rection, \o  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to 
seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels — 
Continxied. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Woodbridge 496 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 316,  351,  352 

Mr.  Yeaman 499 

yeas  and  nays  on  the. .154, 501,  507,  508,  519 
(See  Rebellion.) 
Congressional  Globe,  bill   (No.  421)  to  pay  in 
part  for  publi.«!hins;  the  debates  of  Congress, 

1782,  1814,  1875,  2297,  3536,  3537 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Alley 1784 

Mr.  Clark,  A.  W 1782, 

1783,  1784,  1814,  1875,  2297,  2298 

Mr.  Cox 2297 

Mr.  Duvia,  of  Maryland '2297 

Mr.  Farnsworth 1784 

Mr.  Holman 2298 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Pennsylvania 2297 

Mr.  Mallory 1783,  1784 

Mr.  Morrill 1783,  1784,  1875,  2298 

Mr.  Myers,  A 2298 

Mr.  Pruyn 1784 

Mr.  Smith  1784 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 2298 

Mr.  Wilson 2297 

Mr.  Windom 1783 

reporters  of  the,  resolution  for  extra  compen- 
sation of  the 3537 

Cohscription:  bill  (H.  R.  No.  549)  further  to  reg- 
ulate and   provide  for  enrolling  and   calling 

out  the  national  forces 2909,3112,3143, 

3148,  3267,3272,3278,  3280,  3209,3310, 
3315,  3316,3317,3318,3353,  3354,  3355, 
3357,  3427,  3430, 3431,  3433,  3436,  3462, 
3463, 3465,  3468,  3479,  3524,  3535,  3536 
femaiks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Ancona 3147, 

3354,  3355,  3357,  3462,  3466,  3525 

Mr.  Ashley 3146,  3147,  3448,  3280 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts 3281 

Mr.  Bcaman 3117,  3353 

Mr.  Blaine 3145, 

3146,  3274,  3278,  3280,  3353 

Mr.  Blair 3317,  3321,  3322,  3353 

Mr.  Boutwcil ; 3148, 

3271,  3279,  3280,  3281,  3435 

Mr.  Brooks 3112,  3145,  3354 

Mr.  Broomall 3148 

Mr.  Brown,ofVifisconsin,  2909,  3281,3354 

Mr.  Chanler 3146,  3316 

Mr.  Cobb  3463,  3466 

Mr.  Coffroih 3144,  3145,  3355,  3462 

Mr.  Cox 2909, 

3267,  3274,  3278, 3279,  3281,  3433,  3436 

Mr.  Cravens 3355 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland,  3465,  3467,3468 

Mr.  Dawes 3273, 

3278,  3279,  3431,  3432,3433,  3434,  3435 

Mr.  Dawson 3278 

Mr.  Denison 3436 

Mr.Driggs 3434 

Mr.  Eldndge 3148,  3271, 

3283,  3316,  3463,  3466,  3525 

Mr.  Eliot 3267,  3275,  3317,  3321 

Mr.  Farnsworth 3147,3148,  3272, 

3278,  3282,  3283,  3432, 3433,  3435,  3436 

Mr.  Fenton 3148,  3468,  3525 

Mr.  Frank 3525 

Mr.  Ganson 3147,  3317,  3434 

Mr.  Garfiold 3148, 

3271,  3279,  3281,  3465,  3467,  3524 

Mr.  Hale 3525 

Mr.  Harding 2909, 

3147,  3433,  3434,  3435,  3466,  3525 

Mr.  Iligby 3434 

Mr.  Holman,  2909, 3144,  3145,  3146,  3147, 
3267,  3353,  3354,  3430,  3431,  3462,3466 

Mr.  Hooper 3468 

Mr.  Hotchkiss .3317,  3318,  34.35 

Mr.  Ingnrsoll 3148,  3463,  3466 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Pennsylvania 3317 

Mr,  Kellogg,  of  Michigan 3146, 

3317  3322 

Mr.  Kcrnan 3282,  .328.'i,  3284,'  3434 

Mr.  Lc  Blond 3432,  .34.34,  3435,  3462 

Mr.  Mallory 3144,  314.'j.  3272, 

.3273,  3274,  .3275,  3278,. 3279,  .3280,3281, 

3321,  3354,  33.55,  3465,  3466,  3467,  3468 

Mr.  M.Kinncy 3354 


Conscription:  bill  (H.R.No.549)  further  to  regu- 
late and  provide  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania.  ...3282,  3283 

Mr.  Morrill 3275,  3427,  3466 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio 3463 

Mr.  Myers,  A 3147,  3281,  3317 

Mr.  Myers,  L 3148 

Mr.  Nelson 3148 

Mr.  Odell 3146,  3267,  3283,  3463 

Mr.  O'Neill,  of  Ohio 3354 

Mr.  Orth 3466,  3525 

Mr.  Pendleton 3280,  3281 

Mr.  Pike 3354.  3355 

Mr.  Pruyn 3466 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania 3143, 

3144,  3145,  3146,  3147,  3148,  3315 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Maine 3466 

Mr.  Robinson 3147 

Mr.  Ross 3282 

Mr.  Schenck 2909,  3112,  3143, 

3144,  3145,  3147,  3148,  3267,  3275,  3278, 
3282,  3284, 3285, 3309,  3310,  3315,  3316, 
3317, 3318,  3319, 3320,  3321, 5353, 3354, 
3355,  3357,3  430,  3431, 3432,  3433, 3434, 
3435,  3465,  3466, 3467,  3468,  3525,  3532 

Mr.  Shannon 3322 

Mr.  Sloan 3321 

Mr.  Smithers 3321,  3322,  3354 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  Jersey 3466 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  York 3145 

Mr.  Stevens 2909, 

3148,  3267,  3275,  3278,  3280,  3315, 
3316,3317,3318,3319,3320,3321,3322, 
3354,  3427,  3431,  3434,  3435,  3436,  3525 

Mr.  Stiles 3145 

Mr.  Strouse 3282 

Mr.  Stuart 3525 

Mr.  Sweat * 3525 

Mr.  Thayer 3354,  3434,  3435,  3436 

Mr.  Thomas 3465,  3466 

Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh 3525 

Mr.  Wadaworth....3320,  3433,  3434,  3465 

Mr.  Ward 3281 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 3275, 

3278,  3281,  3282,  3284,  3285, 
3317,  3354,  3436,  3466,  3525 

Mr.  Wilson 3278, 

3318,  3320,  3321,  3432,  3466 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 3281,  3283 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3145, 

3148,   3278,   3315,    3321,    3322,    3353, 

3354,  3355,  3436,  3466,  3467,  3468,  3525 

Constitution  of  the  United  States,  propositions  to 

amend  the 11, 

19,21,  659,  1324,  1325,  1336,  1531 
joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  53)  amendatory  of 

the 1325,  1326,  1336,  1347,  1680 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  16)  submitting  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States  a  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the 21,  2612,  2613, 

2722,  2939,  2948,  2977,  3000,  3014,  3357 

Consular  and  diplomatic  expenses,  bill  (H.  R. 

No.  40)  making  appropriations  for  the,  of 

the   Government  for  the  year  ending  30th 

June,  1865 44, 

129,1165,1261,1531,2215,2227,2333, 
2371,  2789,  2939,  2996,  3018,  3141, 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brooks,  129, 130,131,2215,2228,2230 

Mr.  Broomall 2232 

Mr.  Chanler 130 

Mr.  Coffroth 132 

Mr.  Cox. ...129,  130,  132,  133,  2790,  2792 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 129 

Mr.  Gooch 133 

Mr.  Holman 131,  132,  2790 

Mr.  Kasson 2215,  2216,  2217,  2227, 

2228,2232,  2789,  2790,  2791,  2792,  2793 

Mr.  Kelley 129,  130,  132 

Mr.  Kernan 133 

Mr.  Morrill 1.32,  2215,  2216, 

2217,  2228,  2232,  2790,  2791,  2792,  2793 

Mr.  Patterson 2228,  2790,  2791,  2792 

Mr.  Pruyn 2215,  2216,  2217,  2232 

Mr.  Spalding 2232,  2791,  2792 

Mr.  Stevens 44,  129,  130,  131, 

132,  133,  1531,  2215,  2216,  2217,  2232 

Mr.  Strouse 132,2792 

Mr.  Ward 2793 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 133, 2790, 2792 

.      Mr.  Wilson 2216, 

2217,  2791,  2792,  2793,  2996 


Contested  election  from — 
Arkansas,  case  of  James  M.Johnson,  claiming 

a  seat 574,  680, 

684,  3178,  3389,  3390,  3423,  3517,  3527 

report  on  the 3178,  3527 

Dakota,  case  of  J.  B.  S.  Todd,  contesting  the 

seat  of  William  Jayne 4, 

8,  37,  99,   164,   168,   173,    184,  234, 
288,  334,  2447,  2861,  2863,  2882,  2892 

report  on  the 184,  2447 

Iowa,  case  of Martin,  contesting  the  seat 

of  Josiah  B.  Grinnell 37 

Kentucky,  case  of  John  H.  McHenry,  contest- 
ing the  seat  of  GeorgeH.  Yeaman. .21,  37, 
70,  99, 2265, 2509, 2527,  2579, 2690, 2715 

report  on  the 2265 

Louisiana,  case  of  A.  P.  Field,  claiming  seat, 
5,  6,  7,  33,  332,  411,  543,  595 

report  on  the 332,  595 

Maryland,  case  of  John  W.  Crisfield,  contest- 
ing the  seat  of  J.  A.J.  Creswell 44 

Massachusetts,  case  of  John  S.  Sleeper,  con- 
testing the  seat  of  Alexander  H.  Rice,  35, 
708,  942,  972,  991,  1119 

reports  on  the 708,  1119 

Missouri,  case  of  Jamea  H.  Birch,  contesting 

the  seat  of  Austin  A.  King 37, 

2639,  2650,  2690,  2715,  2881 

report  on  the 2639 

case  of  John  P.  Bruce,  contesting  the  seat  of 

Benjamin  Loan. ..15,  18,  37,  1491,  1943, 

2132,  2139,  2155,  2157,  2185,  2194, 

2196,  2207,  2238,  2269,  2359,  3424 

report  on  the 1491,  2155,  2269 

case  of  Samuel  T.  Knox,  contesting  the  seat 

of  Francis  P.  Blair 37,  1058, 

2155,  2476,  2650,  2671,  2854,  2856 

report  on  the 2155,  2856 

case  of  James  Lindsay,  contesting  the  seat 

of  John  G.  Scott 38,  99,  164,  184, 

296,  350,  426,  772,  3104,  3241,  3388 

report  on  the 3104,  3241,  3388 

case  of  Thomas  L.  Price,  contesting  the  seat 
of  Joseph  W.  McClurg...l4,18,  37,  2881 

report  on  the 2881 

New  Mexico,  case  of  J.  M.  Gallegos,  contesting 
the  seat  of  Francisco  Perea,  127,  972,  1324 

report  on  the 1453 

Pennsylvania, case  of  C.  W.  Carrigan, contest- 
ing the  seat  of  M.  Russell  Thayer. ...12, 
37,  3178,  324a,  3310,  3314 

report  on  the 3178 

case  of  John  Kline,  contesting  the  seat  of 

Leonard  Myers 12,37,  134, 

1129,  3179,  3242,  3250,  3310,  3314 

report  on  the..., 3179 

Virginia,  case  of  Lucius  J. Chandler,  claiminga 

seat  as  a  Representative  from  the  second 

congressional  district  of,  1854,  2311,  2424 

case  of  B.  M.  Kitchen,  claiming  to  represent 

the  seventh  congressional  district  of.. .6, 

18,  46,  168,  526,  847,  876,  1673,  2424 

report  on  the 526,  1673,  2424 

caseofL.  McKenzie, claiming  seat, 18,37,941 
case  of  Joseph  Segar,  claiming  a  seat  as  a  Rep- 
resentative from  the  first  congressional 
district  of... .6, 12,  332,  1944,  2311,  2424 

report  on  the 332,  2424 

Convention,  bill  (H.R. No.  341)  to  carry  in  to  effect 
the,  with  Ecuador,  for  the  mutual  adjustment 

of  claims 1163,  1243,  1266,  1273,  1326 

bill  (No.  335)  to  carry  into  effect  a,  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United 

States  of  Colombia 3311,  3316,  3351 

Convicts,  bill  (S.  No.  172)  concerning  the  dispo- 
sition of,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
for  subsisting  of  persons  confined  in  jails 
charged  with  violating  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  diminishing  the  expenses 
in  reference  thereto...  1698, 1792,  1821,  2207 
Copyrights,  an  additional  act  supplementary  to 
the  net  to  amend  several  acts  respecting,  2771 

Correction  of  the  Journal 148, 

658,  665,  1096,  1466,  1530,  1651 

Correction  of  the  Globe  report 371, 1251 

Correspondence  with  rebels,  charges  of  a... 1504, 
1733,  1814,  2091 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Eldridge 1733 

Mr.  Garfield. ..1504, 1733,1734,2094,  2095 

Mr.  Holman 1504,  2093 

Mr.  Robinson •. 2095 

Mr.  Voorhecs 1734, 

1814,  2091,  2093,  2094,  2095 
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Costs — see  Courts. 

Cotton,  bill  relating  to  the  capture  of,  and  th« 
disposition  thereof  by  the  military  forces  of 

the  United  States 495,  826 

Counterfeiting — see  Coin. 

Court,  bill  to  divide  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 

into  three  judicial  districts  and  to  establish 

a  district,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Erie. ..148 

bill  (S.  No.  100)  authorizing  the  holding  of  a 

special  session  of  the  United  States  district, 

for  the  district  of  Indiana 581,  622 

bill  (S.  No.  55)  in  relation  to  the  circuit,  in  and 

for  the  district  of  Wisconsin 691,  714, 

2772,  2856,  3016,  3078,  3218,  3240,  3278 
bill  changing  the  place  of  holding  the  United 
States  circuit,  from  Des  Moines  to  Daven- 
port, in  the  State  of  Iowa 1009 

joint  resolution  (No.  39)  relating  to  the  publi- 
cation of  the  decisionsof  the  Supreme,  of  the 
United  States  for  December  term,  1863,  1734 
(See  Compensation ;  Salaries.) 

Court  of  Claims,  papers  referred  to  the 12, 

128,  480,  1346 

bill  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  a,  approved 

February  24,  1855,  and  to  amend  subsequenf 

acts  concerning  said  court 20 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  66)  concerning  the  jurisdiction 

of  the 127,  164, 

165,  261,  282,  909,  920,  924,  2029,  3533 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Ashley 919,  920 

Mr.  Blair,  of  West  Virginia 918,  919 

Mr.  Boutwell 913,  918 

Mr.  Brandegee 914 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin  ...165,  167,  168 

Mr.  Clay 913 

Mr.  Coffroth 168 

Mr.  Davis.ofMaryland,  165, 166, 168,920 

Mr.  Dumont 917,  918 

Mr.  Eckley 918 

Mr.  Farns worth 165 

Mr.  Grider /. 912,  916,  918 

Mr.  Kernan 166 

Mr.  King 261,  915 

Mr.  Lovejoy .« 167 

Mr.  Mallory 165 

Mr.  Pendleton 165 

Mr.  Schenck...l65,  166,  167,  912,913,914 

Mr.  Smith 166 

Mr.  Stevens 164,  165,  911 

Mr.  Thomas 168,  282,  910, 

911 ,  912, 913, 914, 919, 920, 924, 2029 

Mr.  Upson 165 

Mr.  Wadsworth 913 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 168 

Mr.  Whaley 918,  919 

Mr.  Wilson 127,  164,  165,  166,  168, 

910,  911, 912, 913,  914,  915, 918,  919, 924 

Mr.  Woodbridge 167.  916,  919 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 167 

Mr.  Yeaman 164,  165,  167 

ycaa  and  nays  on  the 165 

bill  to  restrict  the  jurisdiction  of  the,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  certain  demands  for 
quartermaster's  stores  and  subsistence  sup- 
plies furnished   to  the  Army  of  the  United 

States 1010,  2774,  3532,  3535,  3536 

bill  to  repeal  an  act  approved  February  24, 1855, 

and  an  act  approved  March  3,  1863 1036 

(See  .Appeals.) 
Courts,  bill  to  regulate  the  sessions  of  the  circuit 
and  district,  for  the  northern  district  of  New 

York 21,  2264,  3536 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  65)  to  change  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the   circuit  and  district,  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  West  Tennessee,  127, 
164,  332,  333,  355 
bill  in  relation  to  costs  in  the  circuit  and  dis- 
trict, of  the  United  States 331 

bill  (No.  51)  amendatory  of  and  supplemental 
to  an  act  to  provide  circuit,  for  the  district  of 

California  and  Oregon 602,  624,  706,  735 

bill  to  exclude  traitors  and  alien  enemies  from 
the,  of  the  United  States  in  civil  cases  and 

from  the  public  lands 719,  843,  2774 

bill  authorizing  the  United  States,  in  California 

to  appoint  reporters 874 

bill  (No.  306)  to  amend  an  act  prescribing  the 
times  and  places  of  holding  the  terms  of  the 
circuit,  for  the  district  of  Iowa,  Minnesota, 

and  Kansas lOiQ,  1261 

bill  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  in  the  south- 
ern districtof  New  York 1428,  1577 

Courts-martial— .SCO  *Va««/  Service. 


Cox, Samuel  S.,  a  Representative  from  Ohio. ..5, 
6,  7,  8,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  19,  20,  21,  22, 
23,  33,  34,  35,  38,  39,  40,  44,  45,  46,  70, 
71,  86,  94,  99,  108,  109,  110,  113,  117, 
127,  128,  134,  151,  189,  190,  215,  258, 
259,  260,  288,  495,  519,  527,  528,  547, 
552,  566,  573,  574,  623,  625,  706,  743, 
756,  759,  7C0,  779,  798,  805,  825,  826, 
843, 845, 846, 851, 875, 876, 877,  878,  879, 
888,909,  970,977,  996,  1022,  1038,  1040, 
1044,  1061,  1098,  1129,  1142,  1143,  1166, 
1167,  1195,  1428,  1453,  1473,  1517,  1518, 
1532,  1635,  1652,  1764,  1792,  1814,  1827, 
1848,  1859,  1860,  1969,  1970,  2002,  2030, 
2056,  2057,  2081,  2138,  2166,  2249,  2253, 
2266,  2272,  2289,  2290,  2297,  2361,  2362, 
2391,  2426,  2427,  2435,  2450,  2452,  2453, 
2475,  2502,  2510,  2575,  2.578,  2579,  2607, 
2612,  2671,  2772,  2774,  2776,  2777,  2787, 
2793,  2794,  2809,  2835,  2880,  2893,  2908, 
2909,  2920,  2938,  2995,  3103,  3179,  3207, 
3208,  3309,  3314,  3315,  3310,  3389,  3390, 
3401,  3402,  3407,  3515,  3481,  3514,  3515, 
3527,  3530,  3531,  3532,  3536,  3537,  3538 

resolutions  by 12,  21, 

34,  70,  94,  259,  805,  843,  879,  970,  1428, 
1827,  2290,  2391,  2426,  2772,  2880,  3521 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  35) 69, 

70,  75,  89,  90,  91 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  14),  72,  73,  74 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 

129,  130,  132,  133,  2790,  2792 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  Pennsylvania 

war  expenses 170,  173, 

189,  1794,  1795,  1796,  2133,  2137,  2138 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 185, 

190,  210,  212,  213,  263,  264,  282, 
298,  501,  .502,  .507,  509,  517,  519 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 548,549, 

550,  600,  601,  605,  606,  626,  628,  768,2909, 
3267,  3274,  3278,  3279,  3281,  3433,  3436 

remarks  on  freedmen's  affairs 566, 

573,  708,  709,  710,711,712,713,894,909 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 662, 

663,  687,  690,  692,  893 
remarks  on  the  Arkansas  election,  684,  686,  687 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 606, 

607,  715,  731,  739,  995,  1101,  1129,  1147 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  enlistments  in 

the  southern  States 845,  846 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  drop  unemployed  general 

officers 996, 

997,  998,  1148,  1149,  1150,  1151,  1652 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Knox  and 

Blair) 1059,  1060 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union. ..1074,  1076 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  organize  the  Territory  of 

Montana 1169,  1396,  1651,  1652 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  Mexican 

affairs 1408 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  333). ..1410, 

1411,  1430,  1431,  1433,  1452 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long..  1506, 

1507,  1508,  1509,  1510,  1512,  1514, 1534, 

1535,  1544,  1545,  1582,  1584,  1589, 1625, 

1626,  1628,  1630,  1632,  1633,  1634,  1635 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1634, 

1787,  1824,  1825,  1826,  1827,  1838, 

1850,  1907,  1941,  1942,  2995,  3020 

.    remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  government  for 

the  rebellious  States 1766, 

1767,  2095,  2107,  2108 
remarks  on  the  resolution  increasing  the  duties 

on  imports 1856,  1858 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. .1999, 

2000,  2001,  2892 

remarks. on  legislative  appropriation  bill, 24.33, 

2434 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2675, 

2677,  2680,  2681,  2683,  3313,  3403,  3404 

remarks  on  the  registration  of  voters 2607, 

2608,  2009 
remarks  on    the  repeal,  of  the  fugitive   slave 

laws 2774, 

2775,2911,2913,2914,2915, 

2916,  2917,  2918,  2919,  2920 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  speculations  in 

gold 2793,  2794,  2936,  2937 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery,  2612,  3000 
remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill  ...2938, 

3398,  3399 
remarks  on  the  alleged  illegal  compensation  of 

certain  members 3521,3522 

Crundull  &  Houghtaling,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  939 


Crary,  Archibald,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of 3054,  3470,  3471 

Cravens,  James  A.,  a  Representative  from  Indi- 
ana  22,  46,  99,  149,  313, 

501,  502,  719,  1262, 1291,1292, 1378, 1380, 
1531,  1682,  1695,  1985,  1998,  2137,  2273, 
2536,  2716,  2741,  2809,  3103,  3355,  3429 

resolutions  by 22,  99,  1531 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 601,  602 

remarks  on  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long,  1589,  1601 
remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States .-.2045 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill 2810, 

2811,  2812,  2813,  2835,  2836,  2880 
remarks  on  the  western  navy-yard  bill. ..3247, 

3248,  3249 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of 

Ohio  and  Indiana 3426,  3427 

Creswell,  John    A.    J.,  a  Representative  from 

Maryland 1061;  1577,  1628,  1698, 

1944,  2063,  2386,  3018,  3060,  3104,  3536 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 535, 

576,  577,  580,  600 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ...1756, 

1757,  1820,  1903 

remarks  on  the  charges  against  the  Treasury 

Department 1967,  1968 

Crosbie,  H.  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .2272,  3471 

Cross,  Alexander,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 757, 

3218,  3357,  3423,  3464 
Currency,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  na- 
tional, secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States 
stocks  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation  and 

redemption  thereof. 1099, 

1166,  1254,  1266,  1287,  1338,  1350,  1373, 
1378,  1380,  1389,  1396,  1409,  1429,  1448 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1392,  1.393,  1394, 

1397,  1399,  1400,  1413,  1415,  1431,  1433 

Mr.  Allen,  W.J 1379 

Mr.  Alley 1375, 

1378,  1379,  1397,  1398,  1399,  1400 
Mr.  Beaman..l288,  1343,  1353,  1391,  1392 

Mr.  Blaine 1352,  1353, 

1373,  1375,  1376,  1378,  1410,  1411,  1452 

Mr.  Blow 1379 

Mr.  Boutwell,  1269,  1339,  1397,  1400,  140] 

Mr.  Brooks 1255,  1256,  1257,  1266, 

1267, 1268, 1269,  1270, 1287,  1288,  1339, 

1340,  1343,  1344, 1.350, 1351, 1377, 1378, 
1389,  1401,  1402,  1409,  1430,  1433,  1451 

Mr.  Broomall 1340,  1394,  1397,  1398 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 1255, 

1256,  1339,  1340,  1343,  1398,  1401 
Mr.  Cole,  of  California 1352, 

1353,  1373,  1374,  1376 

Mr.  Cox 1410, 

1411,  1430,  1431,  1433,  1452 

Mr.  Cravens 1378,  1380 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 1399, 

1412,  1413,  1414,  1415 
Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York 1287,  1340, 

1341,  1352,  1377,  1379,  1390,  1413,  1430 

Mr.  Driggs 1353,  1376 

Mr.  Eldridge 1339,  1340, 

1341,  1342,  1350,  1380,  1381,  1390, 
1392,  1400,  1401,  1402,  1414,  1430 

Mr.  Penton 1255 

Mr.  Frank 1378 

Mr.  Ganson 1342,  1343,  1430 

Mr.  Garfield 1350 

Mr.  Gooch 1375 

Mr.  Grinnell 1342, 

1353,  1377,  1393,  1397,  1401 

Mr.  Griswold 1288,  1377,  1390,  1392 

Mr.  Hale 1352,  1390,  1391,  1392 

Mr.  Harrington ; 1451 

Mr.  Higby 1374 

Mr.  Holman,  1255, 1339, 1341,  1342,  1352, 
1353,  1373, 1398,  1400,  1401,  1409, 1410, 
1412,  1429,  1430,  1431,  1451,  1452,  1453 
Mr.  Hooper.. 1099, 1166, 1254,  1255.  1256, 
1267,  1270,  1271, 1272, 1287, 1288, 1338, 
1339,  1341, 1342,  1343, 1344,  1350,  1351, 
1352,  1376, 1377, 1378,  1379, 1380,  1390, 
1391,  1392,  1394,  1396, 1398, 1400,  1401, 
1402,  1409,  1410,  1429,  1430,  1433, 1448 

Mr.  Hotchkiss 1255, 

1344,  1393,  1394,  1414,  1415 

Mr.  Julian M52 

Mr.  Kalbficisch 1340, 

1341,  1342,  1391,  1392,  1401,  1410 

Mr.  Ka.ssoii 1271,  1272, 

1273,  1374,  1376,  1380.  1301,  1392,  1.S94 
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Currency,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  na- 
tional, secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States 
stocks  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation  and 
redemption  thereof — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan 1273, 

1353,  1390 

Mr.  Kernan 1271,  1410,  1412,  1452 

Mr.  Law 1390 

Mr.  Mailory 1341,  1390,  1413,  1415 

Mr.  Miller,  of  New  York 1376 

Mr.  Morrill 1379, 

1380,  1381,  1389,  1392,  1401,  1413 

Mr.  Nelson 1410 

Mr.  Pendleton 1254,  1255,  1377 

Mr.  Pike 1273,  1288,  1343,  1344, 

1350,  1351,  1353,  1374,  1375,  1376,  1398 

Mr.  Price 1272,  1352,  1353,  1377, 

1380,  1381,  1390,  1391,  1400,  1409,  1430 

Mr.  Pruyn 1255, 

1256,  1266,  1271,  1272,  1288,  1339,  1412 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania 1378, 

1396,  1397,  1400 

Mr.  Ross 1288 

Mr.  Scott 1452,  1453 

Mr.  Shannon 1381 

Mr.  Spalding.. 1257, 1380, 1430,  1448, 1452 

Mr.  Stebbins 1398, 1399 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  York 1255, 1431 

Mr.  Stevens. .1255,  1256,  1266, 1269, 1272, 
1273, 1287, 1288, 1339, 1340,  1341,  1342, 
1350, 1351,  1352, 1353, 1354,  1373, 1375, 
1376, 1377, 1378, 1379,  1381, 1390, 1391, 
1392, 1393, 1394, 1396, 1397, 1400, 1401, 
1402,  1410,  1430,  1431,  1433,  1452,  1453 

Mr.  Tracy 1392,  1394 

Mr.  Upson 1392 

Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh 1412,  1414 

Mr.  Ward 1401,  1411 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1255, 

1287,  1415,  1430,  1431 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Massachusetts. ..1343, 

1344,  1393 

Mr.  Wilson 1339,  1341, 

1343,  1344,  1378,  1379,  1380,  1381, 
1390,  1394,  1402,  1410,  1412,  1451 

Mr.  Winfield 1394 

Mr.  Woodbridge 1452 

Mr.  Yeaman 1390 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1451,  1452,  1453 

bill  (No.  395)  to  provide  a  national,  secured 

by  a  pledge  of  United  States  bonds  and  to 

provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption 

thereof...l531, 1680, 1694,1696,1715,2323, 

2428,  2435,  2447,  2476,  2639,  2671,  2717 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1681,  1682,  2448 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts 1697 

Mr.  Brooks 1680, 

1681,  1682,  1694,  1696,  1697,  2448,  2449 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 1680,  2448 

Mr.  Chanler 2428 

Mr.  Coffroth 1680 

Mr.  Cole,  of  California 2449 

Mr.  Cox 2450 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 1682 

Mr.  Eldridge 1681,  1697,  2435,  2450 

Mr.  Farns worth 2448 

Mr.  Fenton 1681,  1682,  2447,  2448 

Mr.  Ganson 1681,  1682,  2323,  2639 

Mr.  Grinnell 1681 

Mr.  Holman 1680, 

1681,  1682,  1697,  2447,  2448,  2450 

Mr.  Hooper 1.531, 1681, 

1682,  1696,  1697,  2428,  2447, 
2448,  2449,  2452,  2639,  2717 

Mr.  Hotchkiss 2451 

Mr.  Kalbflcisch 1681 

Mr.  Kernan 1680, 

1681,  2447,  2448,  2449,  2450 

Mr.  Mailory 2450 

Mr.  Noble 2450,  2639 

Mr.  Orth 2450 

Mr.  Pomcroy 24M 

Mr.  Price 1680 

Mr.  Pruyn 1682 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania 1680, 

1681,  1682 

•    Mr.  Rollins,  of  New  Hampshire 1697 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  Jersey 2450 

Mr.  Stevens 16rt2,  2428,  24.50 

Mr.  Stiles 1681 

Mr.  Upson 2448 

Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh 2451 


Currency,  bill  (No.  395)  to  provide  a  national, 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States  bonds 
and  to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  re- 
demption thereof — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1680, 

1681,  1682,  1696,  2428,  2435,  2448,  2449 

Mr.  Webster 1682,  2448 

Mr.  Wilson 1681,  1682 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 1680,  2448 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1682, 

1697,  2448,  2449,  2450,  2451 

Curtis,  Charles  J.,  joint  resolution  referring  the 

case  of 1118,  2271 

D. 

Daily,  Samuel  G.,  a  Delegate  from  Nebraska, 

659,  3143 

resolutions  by , 659 

remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation  bill, 

1043,  1044 
Dakota,  the  Territory  of,  bill  making  an  appro- 
priation to  reimburse,  for  expenses  incurred 

during  the  Indian  wars  of  1862 1226 

bill  making  a  grant  of  lands  to,  and  Idaho,  in 
alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  certain  railroads  in  said  Territories  to 
connect  with  the  railroad  system  of  Minne- 
sota  1884 

(See  Public  Lands.) 
Dakota  election:  case  of  J.  B.  S.  Todd,  contest- 
ing the  seat  of  William  Jay  ne 4, 

8,  37,  99,  164,  168,  173,  184,  234,  288, 
334,  2447,  2861,  2863,  2882,  2892,  3352 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Broomall 2863 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 2890 

Mr.  Dawes 168,184,234,235,236, 

237, 238, 334, 2447, 2861 ,  2862, 2863,2864, 
2887,  2889,  2890,  2891,  2892,  2893,  2894 

Mr.  Eldridge 2890 

Mr.  Farns  worth 237, 

2865,  2882,  2883,  2884,  2885 

Mr.  Ganson 235,  237,  238,  2887,  2891 

Mr.  Hale 2861 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Iowa 235, 

288,  2863,  2887,  2892,  2893,  2894 

Mr.  Jayne 2887 

Mr.  Morrill 2885 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio 2892 

Mr.  Pendleton 2885,  2893 

Mr.  Schenck 2891,2892,2893 

Mr.  Scofield 2862,  2863,  2864,  2865, 

2882,  2883,  2884,  2887,  2890,  2891,  2892 

Mr.  Sloan 2891,  2892,  2893 

Mr.  Smith 234, 

235,  237,  238,  2887,  2892,  2894 

Mr.  Smithers 235,  236 

Mr.  Spalding 2892,  2893 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  York 237 

,      Mr.  Todd  (contestant) 235,  236, 

237,  238,  2864,  2865,  2866, 

2887,2891,2894,3.352,3353 

Mr.  Upson....2866, 2883, 2885,  2887,  2890 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 234,  235 

Mr.  Wilson 2887,2890 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 238,2892,2893,2894 

Darling,  Ezekiel,  bill  granting  pension  to. ..3310, 

3471 
Davis,  Henry  Winter,  a   Representative  from 

Maryland 5,  33,  38,  44,  45,  94,  100, 

129,  148,  259,  405,  406,  410,  495,496,508, 
625,  668,  687,  757,  805,  825,  877,879,909, 
1142,  1291,  1344,  1531,  1652,  1715,  1814, 
1828,  1943,  2002,  2036,  2170,  2217,  2290, 
2297,2425,2426,  2427,  2741,  2750,  2772, 
2775,2776,2777,  2809,  2833,. 2863,  2880, 
2910,  2911,  3309,  3389,  3394,  3468,  3514 

resolutions  by 5, 

33,  129,  825,  2290,  2427,  2575,  3389 
remarks  on   the   reference  of  the  President's 

message 33,  34 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  35) 90 

remarks  on  consular  and  diplomatic  bill. ...129 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims. ...165,  166,  168,  920 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 213,  503 

remarks  on  the  Louisiana  election 412 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill..,  479,  .528,  577, 
578,  580,  .597,  606,  626,  3465,  3467,  3468 

remarks  on  the  Arkntisas  election 574, 

680,  681,  GH2,  683,  685,  686 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. ..830, 

831,834 


Davis,    Henry  Winter,    a  Representative  from 
Maryland — Contimied. 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  governments  for 

the  rebellious  States 1243, 

1247,  1766,  1767,  2107,  2108,  3518 
(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1399, 

1412,  1413,  1414,  1415,  1682 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  Mexican 

affairs 1408,  1409,  2427,  2475 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1545, 
1549,  1551,  1625 

remarks  on  Pennsylvania  war  claims 1794, 

1795,  1796,2138 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  2001, 

2002,  2473 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2168,  2188,  2189,  2193 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty 2504 

remarks  on   the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 

laws 2775 

remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill 2814,  2815 

remarks  on  the  Washington  and  New  York 

railroad  bill 2833,  2834 

remarks  on  the  bill  repealing  the  act  for  the 

relief  of  E.  F.  and  S.  A.  Wood 2841 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Freedmen's 
Bureau — see  Appendix. 

remarks  on  the  special  income  tax 3528, 

3529,  3530 
Davis,  Thomas  T.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 331,  372,  459,  737, 

939,  1168,  1169,  1253,  1287,  1290,  1428, 
1468, 1469,2371,2388,  2452,  2575,  2639, 
2722,2772,2776,2777,  2837,  2880,  3207, 
3277,  3397,  3404,  3421,  3427,  3535,  3536 

resolutions  by 459,  909,  1428 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 282, 

661,  662,  692 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 455, 

579,  604,  768 
remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplusgold...737,  1127 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Knox  and 

Blair). ..C 1060 

remarks  on  currency  bill  (No.  333),  1287,  1340, 

1341,  1,362,  1377,  1379,  1390,  1413,  1430 

remarks  on   the  death    of  Hon.  Owen   Lovp- 

joy 1330 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Union 

Gas-Light  Company 1469,  1470 

remarks  oti  the  steam  fire  engine  bill 1473 

remarks  on  reciprocity  treaty,  2454,2455,2456 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  speculations  in 

gold 2788,  2963 

remarks  on  the  Washington  Gas-Light  Com- 
pany bill 2815,  2817,  2818 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3209,  3215,  3218 

remarks  on  the  western  navy-yard  bill. ...3245 
remarks  on  the  New  Jersey  railroads  bill — see 
Appendix. 
Dawes,  Henry  L.,  a  Representative  from  Mas- 
sachusetts  4,  5,  6,  7,  11,  19, 21,  34, 

39,  69,  108,  168,  238,  297,  332,  397,  414, 
415,  451,  471,  495,  527,  528,  687,  707, 
708,  760,  768,  845,  846,  850,  852,  878, 
941,  942,  959,  970,  972,  973,  993,  1038, 
1040,  1041, 1062, 1081,  i  165,  1166,  1192, 
1196,  1206,1217,  1218, 1266,  1653,  1660, 
1673,  1762,  1854,  18,59, 1944, 1996,2253, 
2265,  2289, 2290, 2447,  2476,  2579,  2586, 
2607,2743,2771,2772,  2881,  2892,  2914, 
3061,  3077,3112,317e,3179,  3181,  3241, 
3243,  3309, 3311,  3314, 3356,  3357,  3388, 
3423,  3463,  3517,  3518,  3520,  3522,  3527 

resolutions  by 5,  11, 

69,  1859,  1943,  2289,  2323,  3311 
remarks  on  the  Virginiaelection  (McKenzieand 

Kitchen) 12,  46,  168,  526,  847,  849, 

850,  1673,  1675,  1676,  1677,  1678,  2424 
remarks  on  the  Massachusetts  election  (Sleeper 

and  Rice) 35, 

708,  942,  943,  949,  1119,  1120,  1121 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Carmack 

&  Ramsey 86,87 

remarks  on  Dakota  election... 168, 184,  234,  235, 
236,  237, 238,  .334, 2447, 2862, 2863,  2864, 
2887,  2889,  2890,2891,  2892,  2893,  2864 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No  122) 305, 

306,  308,  691,  893 

remarkson  theLouisianaelcction(  A.  P.  Fi(  Id), 

332,  411,  414,  543,  545,  .546,  547 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  election 574, 

6^0,  681,  684,  «85,  686,  687 
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Dawes,  Henry  L.,  a  Representative  from  Mas- 
sachusetts—  Continued. 

remarks  on  the  ship  canal  bill 1038, 

1040,  1792,  1793 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Knox  and 

Blair) 1058,1059, 

1060,  2155,  2476,  2650,  2671,  2854, 

2855,  2856,  2857,  2859,  2860,  2861 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  organize  the  Territory 

of  Montana 1168 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill.. ..1219 
remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long... 1627 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405),  1757,  1827, 
1853,  1876,  1880,  1881,  1882, 
1906,  1910,  1934,  1943,  2810 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  claims 1800,  1801 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  increase  the  duties 

on  imports 1856,  1857,  1858 

remarks  on  the  inquiry  with  regard  to  the  mili- 
tary position   of  Mr.   Blair,   of  Missouri, 
1859,  1860, 1939, 1940,  1942,  1943, 1967, 
1969, 1970,  2031,  2908,3242,  3355,  3389 
remarks  on  the  bill'relating  to  land  grants  in 

Louisiana 1884,  1885 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2164, 

2165,  2166,  2167,  2168,  2169,2270,  2359 

remarks  on  the  Virginia,  election  (case  of  Se- 

gar)... 2311, 2319, 2320, 2322, 2323, 2424, 2425 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 2359 

remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election  (McHenry 

and  Yeaman) 2538,  2715 

remarks  on  the  registration  of  voters 2607, 

2608,  2609,  2610 
remarks  on   the  Missouri  election  (Birch  and 

King) 2639,  2640,  2645,2646,  2650,  2681 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2681,2684 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill 2855,  2880 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ..2938, 
3105,3113,3114,  3115 

remarks  on  the  conscription  hiU 3273, 

3278,  3279,  3431,  3432, 3433, 3434, 3435 
remarks  on  the  Arkansas  representation. ..3389, 

3390,  3394 
Dawson,  John  L.,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  218, 

258,  287,  581,  875,  1196,  1251,  1307, 
1336, 1429, 1495, 1909, 1942, 1964,  1972, 
2002,  2036,  2056,2263,2289,2427,  2509, 
2586,  2716,2750,2775,2920,  3085,  3218, 
3278,  3463,  3468,  3521,3522,  3525,  3537 

resolutions  by 258,  1251,  2289,  3085 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill. ..530, 535,550 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union 715 

remarks  on  freedmen's  affairs 799 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. ..1226 
remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1512, 

1630 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1918, 

1942,  3024,  3025 
remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 1972,  1974 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  account  of 

James  Keenan 2264,  2265 

remarks  on  the  repeal  of  the   fugitive  slave 

laws 2775 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  438), 

3266,  3267 
Deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind — see  District  of 

Columbia. 
Dead  soldier,  resolution  and  report  in  relation  to 

a 1119,  1387,  1470 

Dearborn,  county  of,  Indiana,  and  the  county  of 

Hamilton,  Ohio,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 20 

Debates,  bill  to  pay  in  part  for  the  published,  of 
Congress,  1782,  1814,  1875,  2297,  3536, 3537 
Decisions — see  Court;  Land  Office. 

Declaration  of  Independence  read 3538 

Defenses  of  the  northeastern  frontier,  select  com- 
mittee on  the I860,  1875 

instructions  to  the 2771 

report  from  the 3116 

Deficiencies,  joint  resolution  to  supply  in  part,  in 
the  appropriation  for  the  public  priming,  and 
to  supply,  in  the  appropriations  for  bounties 

for  volunteers 69,71,92,93,  99 

remarks  on  the,  by- 
Mr.  Blaine 73 

Mr.  Brooks 69,'7i","72,'73r75 

^r.  Cox  72   73   74 

Mr.  Garfield .....!.72 

Mr.  Harding ...T5 

Mr.  Holman ."...........!.... .69 


Deficiencies,  joint  resolution  to  supply  in  part,  in 
the  appropriation  for  the  public  printing  and 
to  supply,  in  the  appropriations  for  bounties 
for  volunteers — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Kasson 73 

Mr.  Kelley 74 

Mr.  Kernan 74 

Mr.  Lovejoy 72,  73 

Mr.  Morrill 75 

Mr.  Schenck 72,  73 

Mr.  Spalding 73 

Mr.  Stevens 69,  71,  72,  74,  75 

Mr.  Strouse 69,  74 

yeas  and  nays  on   the 75 

bill  (No.  35)  to  provide  for,  in  the  appropriation 

for  the  pay  of  officers  and  men   actually 

«  employed  in  the  Western  department  or 

department  of  Missouri 38,  69, 

75,  88,  90,  92,  238,  263,  313 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Ashley 91 

Mr.  Blow 69, 70,  75,  88,  89,  90,  91 

Mr.  Boyd 89,  90 

Mr.  Cox 69,70,75,89,90,91 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Majyland 90 

Mr.  Fenton 91 

Mr.  Harding 69,  91 

Mr.  Holman 70,90,91 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Pennsylvania 91 

Mr.  Kasson 70 

Mr.  King 69,  89,  90 

Mr.  McClurg 38,  88,90,238 

Mr.  Odell 90 

Mr.  Stevens 69 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 91 

(See  J^aval  Hospital.)  . 

Deficiency — see  Pay. 

Deming,  Henry  C.,a  Representative  from  Con- 
necticut  21, 

150,   333,   448,   743,    759,   1010,    1194, 
1237, 1292,  1532,  1940,  2363,  3079,  3080 

resolutions  by 21,  448 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill,  531,  575,  568 

remarks  on  the  Louisiana  election 545 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union 854 

remarks  on  the  New  Jersey  railroad  bill...  1010, 
1165,  1166,  1237,  1262,  2253 
Denison,  Charles,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  21, 

259,  332, 1347, 2032,  2882,  3104, 3394,  3436 

resolutions  by , 20 

remarks  on  the  gold  bill 1124 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1..1821 

remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 2039 

Department  of  Industry — see  Industry. 

Deposit,  bill  in  relation  to  the  village  of 2639, 

2773,  3357,  3399 
Depositors,  bill  to  facilitate  the  repayment  of,  at 

the  assay  office  in  New  York 3239 

Desertion,  bill  relating  to  proofs  of,  from  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States,  1827,  1848 
Des    Moines,  joint   resolution   granting   certain 
privileges  to  the  city  of,  in  the  State  of  Iowa, 
1386,  2910,  2920,  3016 

Dickson,  John,  bill  for  the  benefit  of 941, 

971,  1022,  1099 
Dictionary  of  Congress,  resolutions  relating  to 

the  purchase  of. 21,  623,  875,  970,  1532 

Diller,  Isaac  R.,  bill'for  the  relief  of. 149, 

757,  942,  3471 
Dimmick,  Horace  E.,  bill  for  relief  of,  2526,  3470 
Dismission  of  officers — see  Jinny. 
District  of  Columbia,  the  Committee  for  the... 18 

instructions  to 35,  108,  1119, 

2030,  2207,  2290,  2575,  2777,  3021,  3112 

reports  from 232, 

233,494,  757,  942,  1387,  1396,  1468,  1469, 
1470,  1933,  2452,  2639,  2813,  2814,  2818, 
2833,  2880,  3060,  3061,  3062,  3266,   3389 

discharged  from  subjects 624 

District  of  Columbia,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  42)  to  enable 
guardians  and  committees  of  lunatics  ap- 
pointed in  the  several  States  to  act  within 

the 45,730,  971,  991 

bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  City  Sav- 
ings Bank 148,  757,  805,  942,  991 

bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Washington 

and  Georgetown  Railroad  Company 149, 

2639,    2813,   2879,   3061,   3180, 

3186, 3218, 3311, 3401, 3407, 3423 

bill  to   incorporate  the  Washington  Railway 

Company 196 


District  of  Columbia — Continued. 

bill  (No.  49)  relating  to  the  admission  of  pa- 
tients to  the  hospital  for  the  insane  in  the, 
266,  355,  372 

bill  to  incorporate  the  People's  Gas-Light  Com- 
pany in  the  city  of  Washington 331 

bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  House  of 
Correction,  &c.,  in  the 331,  494 

bill  to  incorporate  the  Baltimore  and  Washing- 
ton Depotand  Potomac  Ferry  Railroad  Com- 
pany  405,2818,  2833 

bill  to  establish  justices'  courts  in  the 494 

bill  to  incorporate  the.  Railroad  Company,  495 

bill  (No.  255)  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 

Guardian  Society  of  the G68, 

1762,  3406,  3423 

bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
in  the 707 

bill  (S.  No.  81)  to  appo-rtion  the  expenses  of 
the  levy  court  of  the  county  of  Washington 

upon  the  basis  of  population 738, 

805,  942,  991 

bill  (S.  No.  82)  concerning  notaries  public  of 
the ._ 738,805,  1468,  1499 

bill  (No.  26)  to  provide  for  the  public  instruc- 
tion of  youth  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
757,  805,  1933,  2813,  2814,  3207 

bill  (No.  79)  to  incorporate  the  Providence  hos- 
pital in  the  city  of  Washington 757, 

805,  1408,  1499 

bill  (No.  77)  to  amend  an  act  incorporating  the 

Washington  Gas-Light  Company 757, 

805,  2815 

bill  for  a  charter  of  a  Masonic  Hall  Associa- 
tion  798,1792 

bill  (S.  No.  86)  to  authorize  the  appointment 
of  a  warden  of  the  jail  in  the 805,  813 

bill  (No.  126)  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
passed  May  15,1820 lllS, 

1469,  1732,  1760,  1762,  2091 
bill  (S.  No.  163)  to  authorize  the  Columbia  In- 
stitution for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind 
to  confer  degrees 1123,  1266,  1468,  1499 

bill  (No.  168)  providing  for  the  purchase  of  a 
steam  fire  engine,  1123, 126G,  1468, 1470, 1476 

bill  (No.  54)  to  incorporate  the  Metropolitan 

Railroad  Company  in  the... 1185,  1266,  3060, 

3079,  3080,  3115,  3139,  3397,  3401,  3428 

bill  (S.No.  155)  to  incorporate  the  Union  Gas- 
Light  Company  of  the 480, 

1185,  1266,  1469,  1492,  1499 

■  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to 

create  a  Metropolitan  police   department  of 

the,  and  to  establish  a  police  therefor. ...1261 

bill  authorizing  the  opening  of  Sixth  street 
west 1325,2813 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  169)  authorizing  the  construc- 
tion of  a  penitentiary,  jail,  and  house  of  cor- 
rection in  and  for  the 1396, 

1470,  1473,  1476,  1491,  1492 
bill   to  incorporate   the  Home  for  Friendless 

Women  and  Children 1468, 

2639,  2693,  2880,  2938,  3016 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  a  House  of 

Industry  in  the 1660 

bill  (No.  129)  to  amend  an  act  to  authorize  tlio 
corporation  of  Georgetown,  in  the,  to  lay  and 

collect  a  water  tax 1698,  1821,  2813 

bill   (S.   No.  138)  to   regulate  proceedings   in 

cases  between  landlords  and  tenants  111  tl]e, 

1792,  3061,  3148,  3218, 

3239,  3479,  3524,  3535 

bill   to   authorize   the   bailiff  of  the   orphans' 

court,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the, 

to  serve  process  issued  by  said  court...  1934, 

2813,  3186 
bill  to  incorporate  a  Newsboys'  Homf...2452, 
2607,  2613,  2672 
bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington  2579,  2586,  2607,  2609,  2636 

joint  resolution  for  the  revision  of  the  laws  of 

the .'. 2609,3083 

joint  resolution  (No.  89)  as  to  the  sewerage  and 
drainage  in  the  city  of  Washington. ..2638, 

2833 

bill  to  extend  the  time  for  opening  books  of 

subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Union 

Gas-Light  Company  of  the 2771 

bill  to  amend  an  act  to  extend  the  charter  of 

the   Alexandria   and  Washington    riiilroad, 

2777,  3060,  3061 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  59)  to  provide  for  tlie 

revision  of  the  laws  of  the 2795,  306^ 
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District  of  Columbia — Continued. 

bill  to  incorporate  the  National  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Washington 2818,  3389 

bill  (No.  539")  to  incorporate  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington  3103,  3112,  3207,  3239,  3352 

bill  (S.  No.  298)  to  incorporate  the  Potomac 

Ferry  Company 3180, 

3207,  3316,  3427,  3463 

bill  (S.  No.  321)  to  authorize  the  corporation 

of  Washington  to  levy  and  collect  the  direct 

tax   imposed    by  act   approved   August   5, 

1861 3180,  3428,  3463 

bill  (No.  115)  for  the  proper  organization  of 
the  levy  court  of  tiie  county  of  Washington, 

in  the 3180,  3207 

bill   to  establish  Colfax  street  in  the  city  of 

Washington 3207,  3432,  3464 

joint  resolution  amending  the  award  of  the  com- 
missioners under  the  act  of  the  16tii  of  April, 
1862,  for  the  release  of  certain  persons  held  to 
service  or  labor  in  the,  3207, 3239,  3280, 3352 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Colored  Catholic  Benev- 
olent Society 3207,  3239,  3280,  3352 

bill  (No.  299)  authorizing  the  levy  court  of 
Wasliington  county,  in  the,  to  levy  and  col- 
lect its  portion  of  the  direct  tax  imposed  by 
the  act  of  Congress  of  August  5,  1861,  3208, 

3428,  3463 
joint  resolution  to  improve  the  grounds  of  the 

United  States  Insane  Asylum 3240 

joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  reclaim  and  preserve  certain  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States 3266 

bill  (No.  336)  to  amend  the  act  incorporating 
the  Washington  Gas-Light  Company,  3397, 
3463,  3534,  3535 
bill   (S.  No.  271)  relating  to   the   law   of  evi- 
dence in  the 3407,  3463,  3479 

bill   to  constitute  a  Board  of  Health   for  the 

cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown, 3424 

bill  (No.  91)  to  grant  titles  in  favor  of  parties 

actually  in  possession  of  lands  situated   in 

the 3432,  3464, 3523 

bill  (S.  No.  348)  for  the  supervision,  repairs, 

and  completion  of  the  Washington  aqueduct, 

3523,  3525,  3532,  3533,  3535 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  118)  for  the  relief 

of  sufferers  by  a  late  accident  at  the  United 

.  States  arsenal  in  Washington 3537 

Dixon,  Nathan  F.,  a  Representative  from  Rhode 

Island 1389 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  20&2, 

2063 
Doble,  Carlisle,  bill  for  the  relief  of...  2690,  3424 
Doll,  Aaron  T.,  bill  for  the  reliefof,  972,  2272,2385 
Donahue,  John    H.,    a    contumacious  witness, 

arrest  of. 1660 

Donation  claims — see  Public  Lands;   Washington. 
Donnelly,  Ignatius,  a  Representative  from  Min- 
nesota  196,  743,  1010,  1174,  1884, 

1943,  2014,  2426,  2690,  2777,  3424,  3464 

resolutions  by 1010 

speech  on  immigration 856 

remarks  on  the  Minnesota  railroad  grant,  2035, 

2036 
remarks  on    the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States ..2036 

remarks     on    the    northern    Pacific    railroad 

bill 2293 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2342 

Doorkeeper,  election  of 11 

Doran,  E.  C. — see  Accounts. 
Doughty,  William,  bill  (No.  293)   to  empower 
the  Superannuated  Fund  Society  of  the  Mary- 
land Annual  Conference  to  hold  property  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  take  a  devise 

under  the  will  of  the  late 2911 

Draft — see  Jinny. 

Driggs,  John   F.,  a  Representative  from  Michi- 
gan  14, 

38,  2G0,  273, 297,  406, 598,  623, 624,  692, 
875,888,935,  9.39, 1009, 1010, 144&,  1531, 
1652,  1660,  1679,  17.36,  1886,20.36,2362, 
247I,2.''.0H,  2509,2722,  2777,  2880,  3021, 
3060,  30G1,  3104,  3243,3277,  3.392,  3401, 
3424,  3434,  3469,  3515,  3520,  .3523,  3533 

resolutions  by 38, 

406,  888,  1009,  1010,  1531,  2777 

rcniarka  on  the  hoincHiiiad  l)ill 1190 

remarks  on  currency  bill  (No.  333),  1353, 1376 
remarks    on    the    Michigan   wagon   road    land 

grant 1885,  1886 

remarks  on  the  tftriflf  bill 2744,  2746 


Driggs,  John  F.,  a  Representative  from  Michi- 
gan—  Continued. 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  speculatioiis  in 

gold 2793 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill 2812 

remarks    on    the   Washington    city   railroad 

bill 2814,2815 

Dumont,  Ebenezer,  a  Representative  from  Indi- 
ana  707,  757,  877,  878,  909,  1217, 

1220,  1236,  1286,  1324,  1463,  1469,  1470 

resolutions  by 877,  909 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold... .732,  739 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims 917,918 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Knox  and 

Blair) 1059,  1060 

remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the  war 1070 

remarks  on  the  agricultural  colleges  bill,  1285, 

1497 

remarks  on  tlie  steam  fire  engine  bill 1468, 

1470,  1472,  1473 
remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ...1554 
Duties — see  ^rms;  Revenue. 

E. 

Eckley,   Ephraim    R.,    a    Representative    from 

Ohio 20,  117,  918, 

1290,  1634,  1848,  3516,  3535,  3536,  3537 

resolutions  by 1848 

remarks  on  the  rebellion 1300 

Eden,  John  R.,  a  Representative  from   Illinois, 
895,  940,  1514,  1652,  2612,  3472,  3539 

resolutions  by 3472 

speech  on  the  reconstruction  of  the  Union,  858 
Edgerton,  Joseph  K.,a  Representative  from  In- 
diana  45,  261,  333,  405,  406,  577,  660 

resolutions  by 45,  261,  332 

remarks  on  confiscation 406 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2985 

Eldridge,  Charles  A.,  a  Representative  from  Wis- 
consin  316,  399,  427,  495,  .508, 

527,  547,  566,  707,  743,  756,  875,  879, 887, 
909,  920,  1167,  1196,  1217,  1223,  1326, 
1407,  1408,  1472,  1476,  1504,  1519,  1530, 
1679,  1695,  1703,  1733,  1734,  1762,  1860, 
1884,  1909,  2034,  2108,  2212,  2290,  2333, 
2452,  2609,  2613,  2771,  2775,  2809,  2880, 
2890,2893,2996,  3061,  3079,  3115,  3140, 
3245,  3272,  3314,  3401,  3407,  3429,  3468, 
3516,  3518,  3532,  3533,  3536,  3.537,  3538 
resolutions  by. ..427,  495,  527,  909,  1217,  2290 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 272, 

667,  690,  893 

retoarks  on  the  conscription  bill 451,  452, 

477,  532, 549,  550,  576,  577,  580,  628,  767, 
3148,  3271,  3283,  3316,  3463,  3466,   3525 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 707, 

737,  738,  931 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  drop  unemployed  gen- 
eral officers 997,  1150,  1152 

remarks  on  currency  bill,  1339, 1340, 1341, 1342, 
1350,  1380,  1381,  1390,  1392,  1400,  1401, 
1402,  1414,  1430,  1681,  1697,   2435,   2450 
remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1557, 
1577,  1578,  1.589,  1591,  1593,  1600, 
1601,  1602,  1606,  1625,  1630,  1634 
remarks  on  the  resolution  temporarily  increas- 
ing duties 1855 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1790, 

1820,  1910,  1935,  1942,  1959,  2997,  3001 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. ..1998, 

1999,  2001 
remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery,  2613,  2978 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election. ..2645,  2646 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill .2690,  2719 

remarks  on    the  repeal  of  the    fugitive   slave 

laws 2775,  2919 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election,  (Knox  and 

Blair) 2858,2859 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculuiions  in 

gold 2936 

Election,  bill  to  provide  for  the,  of  Ri'[)resenta- 
tives  in  Congress  from  the  States  of  Tennes- 
see and  Louisiana 19 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  78)  providing  for 
the,  of  a  member  of  Congress  for  the  Stale  of 
Illinois  by  the  State  at  large,  2290, 2343,  2426 

Elections,  the  Committee  of 18 

instructions  to 108 

reports  from 108,  184,  .332, 

426,526,595,708,1453,1491,  1673,  21.55, 

2265,2269,2424,  2447,  2639,  2881,  2908, 

3104,  3178,  3179,  3241,  3242,  3388,  .3527 

discharged  from  subjects ..2215 


Elections,  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  holding,  for 
Representatives  in  Congress  and  to  enable 
soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to 

vote  for  said  officers 19,  108 

bill  to  prevent  officers  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
and  other  persons  engaged  in  the  military 
and  other  service  of  the  United  States  from 

interfering  in,  in  the  States •...1098 

bill  (S.  No.  37)  to  prevent  officers  of  the  Army 
and  Navy,  and  other  persons  engaged, in  the 
military  ornaval  service  of  the  United  States 

from  interfering  in,  in  the  States 3423 

Electors,  joint  resolution  on  the  subject  of,  for 

President  of  the  United  States 2909 

Eliot,  Thomas  D.,  a  Representative  from  Massa- 
chusetts  35,  110,  148, 

164,  232,  282,  354,  427,  448,  467,  680, 
740,  759,  760,  772,  799,  844,  888,  892, 
895,  924,  939,  940,  972,  991,  1010,  1098, 
1099,  1219,  1236,  1289,  1290,  1335,  1370, 
1387,  1389,  1531,  1577,  2030,  2031,  2034, 
2132,  2170,  2232,  2249,  2253,  2264,  2265, 
2289,  2359,  2391,  2428,  2456,  2606,  2743, 
2776,  2837,  2838,2880,  2962,  3077,  3105 
resolutions  by,  680,  909,  972,  1010,  1098,  1531 
remarks   on    the   bill   to  establish  a  Bureau  of 

Freedmen's  Affairs 19,  21,  88,  190, 

566,  570,  571,  572,  709,  710,  890, 
893,  894,  895,  909,  939,  3427,  3527 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 452, 

529,  530,  535,  597,  626 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 480 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  preventing  collisions  on 

the  water 1387,  1388,  1389 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill .  .1991, 

1992,  1993,  1994 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  case,  (Bruce 

and  Loan) 2168,  2185,  2186,  2187,  2211 

remarks  on  reciprocity  treaty,  2476,2477,2478 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3267, 

3275,3317,  3321 
Emancipation,  the  select  committee  on. .19, 21,  37 

instructions  to 527 

reports  from 88,  3527 

Emancipation,  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of... 19, 

21,  88,  190 
(See  Freedinen's  ^^ffairs.) 

bill  to  aid  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  carry  into  immediate  execution  thi'  proc- 
lamation of,  of  January  1,  1863,  and  pro- 
hibiting the  holding  of  certain  persons  as 
slaves  in  all  that  portion  of  the  United  Slates 

designated  therein 20 

Emigrants,  bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  of 
overl-.nd,  to  the  Stales  and  Territories  of  the 

Pacific-. 149,  426,  888,  908,  920,  1012 

Engineer  corps — see  JVavij. 

Engineers — see  Jinny;    JsTaval  Academy;    J^'aval 

Constructors;  Paymasters. 
English,  James  E.,  a  Representative  from  Con- 
necticut... .288,  1466,  2579,  3083,  3351,  3535 
remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill  —  3395 
Enlistment — see  ^nny. 
Enrolled  Bills,  the  Committee  on  ..18,  970,  2188 

reports  from 44,  93, 

173,  233,  263,  303,  333,  372,  431,  604, 
684,  735,  766,  776,  813,  875,  878,  890, 
920,  931,  972,  991,  1022,  1061,  1099, 
1101,  1121,  1143,  1147,  1254,  1273,  1284, 
1326,  1349,  1354,  1494,  1495,  1499,  1657, 
1678,  1715,  1737,  1791,  1967,  2031,  2057, 
2137,  2252,  2290,  2343,  2364,  2.385,  2435, 
2448,  2482,  2508,  2541,  2579,  2G13,  2636, 
2722,  2750,  2837,  2882,  2920,  2938,  2947, 
2995,  3018,  3060,  3061,  3078,  3083,  3104, 
3108,  3182,  3186,  3214,  3218,  3278,  3280, 
3318,  3351,  3354,  3390,  3,399,  3421,  3423, 
3424,  3428,  3463,  3464,  3472,  3479,  3517. 
3519,  3523,  3531,  3535,  3537,  3538,  3539 
Enrollment  and  license,  bill  to  exempt  certain 
vessels  therein  named  from,  and   from  the 

payment  of  tonnage  duties 1389 

(See  D.  F.  Davidson.) 
Enrollment — see  Jinny. 
Essex — see  Compensation. 

Evans,  Jane  B.,  bill  for  the  reliefof. 1694 

Examination  of  officers — see  Jinny. 
Executive  Dt-partments,  bill  to  provide  that  the 
Secretaries  of,  may  occupy  scats  on  the  floor 

of  the  House  of  Representatives 467, 

526,  553,  1448,  2575 
Exemplifications — see  Land  OJJice. 
Expenditures   in    the   Interior  Department,   the 
Committee  on 
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Expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  the  Com- 
mittee on 18 

Expenditures  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  tlie 

Committee  on 18 

Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buildings,  the  Com- 
mittee on 18,  148 

Expenditures  in  the  State  Department,  the  Com- 
mittee on 18 

Expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Department,  the 

Committee  on 18 

Expenditures  in  the  War  Department,  the  Com- 
mittee on 18 

Expenses  in  outfit  of  troops — see  Claims;  Militia. 
Expulsion,   resolution    for   the,    of   Alexander 

Long,  a  Representative  from  Ohio 1505, 

1533,  1577,  1618 
resolution  for  the,  of  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  a 

Representative  from  Maryland 1516, 

1518,  1532,  1577 
F. 
Farnsworth,  John  F.,  a  Representative  from  Illi- 
nois  6,  23,  36,  94,  100, 

109, 128, 165,  196,  260,  261,  333,  354,  355, 
414,  426.459,  47?,  507,  508,  595,  625,  706, 
713,799,875,  876,  909,  920,  927,  939,  941, 
970,  971,  972,  998,  999,  1013,  1036,  1038, 
1142,  1165,  1166,  1195,  1225,  1531,  1784, 
1793,  1794,  1831,  1854,  1886,  2001,  2030, 
2057,  2090,  2107,  2108,  2155,  2214,  2385, 
2391,  2448,  2453,  2508,  2509,  2579,  2639, 
2772,  2776,  2811,  2813,  2835,  2836,  2866, 
2880,2881,3028,  3139,  3141,  3142,  3143, 
3156,  3242,  3310,  3316,  3357,  3402,  3423, 
3436,  3464,  3471,  3515,  3523,  3525,  3530 

resolutions  by ...23, 

36,  411,  426,  1531,  2090,  2650,  3310 
remarks  on  bill  to  continue  bounties. ..109,  110 

remarks  on  the  Dakota  election 237, 

f.:  2865,  2882,  2883,  2884,  2885 

"remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 398, 

433, 479, 530,  531 ,  532,  535,  548,  550,  575, 

578,  579,  580,  598,  603,  604,  605,  626,  687 

'  remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 

<':     tenant  General 333,428 

•-^^  remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156). ..978, 980 
remarks    on    the   Washington    military   road 

grant.. 998,  1010,  1011 

-remarks  on   providing  for  soldiers'  clothing 

V     lost 1011 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  drop  unemployed  gen- 
eral officers..... 1149,  1150,  1151,  1154 

remarks  on   purchasing  the  Annals  of  Con- 

;    .  gress 1193,  1194,  1195 

...remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  1225, 

'  2001,  2471,  2472,  2475 

-.remarks  on  the  death   of  Hon.  Owen  Love- 

e!   joy 1327 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405),  1756,  1835, 

■*■  1849,  1850,  1854,  1875,  1878, 

:  1917,  1934,  1936,  1937,  1941 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  Pennsylvania 

warclaims,  1793, 1794, 1796, 1802, 2132, 2138 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Birch  and 

King) 2645,  2646,  2650,  2881,  2882 

remarks  on  the   repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 

law 2919,2920 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2977, 

^,  2978, 2980 

yji,' remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  claims  for 

"  ■   rebellion  losses 3058,  3059,  3060 

remarks  on  conscription  bill,  3147,  3148,3272, 

3278,  3282,  3283,  3432,  3433,  3435,  3436 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  A. 

Baker 3422 

Fast  day:  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  74)  requesting 
,,      the  President  to  appoint  a  day  for  national 

,'       humiliation  and  prayer 3463,  3479 

Pees,  bill  (S.  No.  296)  in  relation  to  the,  and 
emoluments  of  the  marshal,  attorney,  and 
clerk  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of 

Columbia 2995,3014,3239,3311 

Fenton,  Reuben  E.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 11,  12,  14,  15,  45,  71,  94,  95,  100, 

148,  149, 150,  260,  331,333,  426,  445,  446, 
467,  706,  714,  756,  760,  763,  708,  805,  826, 
846,  879,  888,  940,  949,  1144,  1152,  1107, 
1218,  1219,  1251,  1255,  1232.  1589,  16.52, 
1673,  1679,  1829,  1848,  1909,  1942,  1943, 
2002,  2090,  21.32,  2195,  2214,  2269,  2271, 
2272,  2453,  2454,  2509,  2310,  2526,  2579, 
2607,  2694,  2710,  2726,  2751,  2771,  2775, 
2776,  2777,  2880,  2910,  3017,  3104,  3148, 
3207,  3239,  3400,  3407,  3430,  3431,  3462, 
3463,  3468,  3514,  3515,  3516,  8.536,  3538 

88x11  CoNO. — 1st  8rs3, 


FentoM,  Reuben  E.,  a  Representimve  from  New 
York — Continued. 
resolutions  by.. ..100,  150,  445,  888,  1673,  1848 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  35) 91 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  facilitate  the  payment  of 

bounties '. 446,  447,  448 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 931 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 1167, 

1168,  2265 
remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropria- 
tion bill 1219, 1220,  1243,  1265,  1266 

Temarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long.:. 1589, 

1625,  1626,  1634 

remarks  on  thecurrency  bill  (No.  395). ...1681, 

1682,  2447,  2448 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1821, 

1824,   1835,   1851,   1883,    1903,    1904, 

1905, 1908, 1936,  2810,  2996,  2998,  3021 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. ..2339 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill,  2722,2744,2749,2750 

remarks  on  the  repeal   of  the   fugitive    slave 

laws 2775,2936 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill 2938, 

2939,  3109 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  claims  for  re- 
bellion losses 3055,  3056,  3057,  3058 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3186,  3214 

remarks  on  western  navy-yard  bill. ..3244,  3245 

Field,  A.  P.,  remarks  in  support  of  his  claim  to 

a  seatfrom  Louisiana,  412,  413,  414,  543,  544 

Field,  C.  J.,  and  C.  F.  Clay,  bill  for  the  relief 

of 2526,3470 

Financial  statement,  joint  resolution  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  a  semi- 
monthly, of  the  condition  of  the  Government 
during  each  session  of  Congress  and  monthly 

during  the  recess 19 

Finck,    William    E.,    a     Representative     from 

Ohio 21,196,260, 

376,  798,  799,  805,  825, 836,  843,  844,  846, 
1532,  2002,  2253,  2723,  2772,  2911,  3436 

resolutions  by 21,  846 

speech  on  confiscation 399 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 432,  433 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  enlistments  in  the 

southern  States i 845 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  Captain 

Henry  Walke 1349 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ...1552 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405).. .1939,  1942 
Fire  engine — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Fisk,  Almond  D.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of. 1061,  1118,  2272,  3311 

Fitch,  Richard,  bill  (S.  No.  319)  tojiuthorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  issue  a  land  war- 
rant to ..3142,  3428 

Fitzgerald,  Daniel,  and  Jonathan  Ball,  bill  for  the 

relief  of. 2293,3014 

Floating  batteries,  joint  resolution  (No.  95)  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  amend 
the  contract  with  John  Ericsson  for  the  con- 
struction of  two  impregnable,  the   Dictator 

and  the  Puritan .3081,  3208,  3217 

Ford,  Joseph,  bill  confirming  the  title  of,  to  certain 
lands  in  Rice  county,  Minnesota. ...624,  1678 

Foreign  Affairs,  the  Committee  on ...18 

instructions  to 261 

reports  from 44,  757,  1166, 

1217,  1408,  1495,  2264,  3207,  3239,  3309 

discharged  from  subjects 2880 

Forfeited  estates — see  Homesteads. 
Fortifications,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  207)  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  construction,  preserva- 
tion, and  repairs  of  certain,  and  other  works 
of  defense  for  the  yearending  June  30, 1865, 

and  for  other  purposes 494, 

2090,  2995,  3314,  3404,  3468,  3472,  3530 
Fort  Pillow,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  65)  di- 
recting the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the 
war  to  examine  into   the  recent  attack  on, 
1679,  1695,  1715,  1815,  2139,  2169,  2196 
Foundery,  bill  to  establish  a  national,  in  tliecoal 

and  iron  region  of  Pennsylvania... 480 

Fox,  Esther  P.,  bill  granting  pension  to 940 

France,  J.  and  E.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1097 

Frank,  Augustus,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 36,  .509,  629,  631,  998, 

1291,  1378,  2029,  3017,  3241,  3516,  3525 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1817, 

1818,  1836,  1848,  1850,  1876,  1877 
(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bankruptbill 2810 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3109, 


Franked  matter,  bill  in  relation  to 252G,  2579 

Fraud.s,  bill  for  the  prevention  and  punishment 

of,  in  relation  to  names  of  vessels 1283, 

1903,  2036,  2057  • 
Freedmen,  bill  to  protect,  and  to  punish  any  one 

for  enslaving  them .20 

Freed  men's  Affairs,  bill  (H.  II.  No.  51)  to  estab- 
lish a  Bureau  of 19,  21,  88,  190, 

.506,  708,  740,  760,  772,  799,  825,  888,890, 
893,  895,  909,  927,  9.39,  3397,  3427,  3527 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brooks 190,  3527 

Mr.  Clay 570,  571 

Mr.  Cole,  of  California 713,740 

Mr.  Cox 566, 

573,  708,  709,  710,711,712,713,894,909 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland ; 825 

Mr.  Dawson 799 

Mr.  Eliot 19, 

21,  88,  190,  566,  570,  571,  572,  709,  710, 
890,  893,  694,  895,  909,  939,  3427,  3527 

Mr.  Grinnell -..709 

Mr.  Harding 712 

Mr.  Holman 190,  566.  .571,  3427 

Mr.  Kalbfleisch 190,  566,  572,  760 

Mr.  Kelley 772 

Mr.  Kernan  893 

Mr.  Knapp .....571,  888 

Mr.  Mallory 571,  895,909 

Mr.  Pendleton 890 

Mr.  Price 709,  888 

Mr.  Stevens 571 

Mr.  Wadsworth 893,  894 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  711,  712,  713 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 895 

(See  Mandoned  Lands.) 

Fuel,  bill  to  enable  persons  in  the  civil  service  to 

purchase,  and  subsistence   stores   from   the 

commissary  department  at  cost.... 2639,  3139 

Fugitive  slave  law,  bills  to  repeal  the,  19,  20,  526 

Fugitive  slaves,  bill  to  repeal  the  fugitive  slave  act 

of  1850  and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  for  the 

rendition  of. 2774, 

2910,  2911,  2936,  3080,  33,52 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Ancona 2775,  2776,  2936 

Mr.  Arnold 2936 

Mr.  Ashley ....2918 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts. ...".. .2914, 
2915  2916 

Mr.  Blaine 2915,  2916,  2919 

Mr.  Cole,  of  California 2915 

Mr.  Cox 2774,2775,  2911,  2913, 

2914,  2915,  2916,  2917,  2918,  2919,  2920 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 2775 

Mr.  Dawes 2914 

Mr.  Dawson .• 2775 

Mr.  Deming 3080 

Mr.  Eldridge 2775,  2919 

Mr.  Farnsworth 2919,  2920 

Mr.  Fenton 2775,  2936 

Mr.  Ganson 2775 

Mr.  Garfield .2774 

Mr.  Harding 2775 

Mr.  Higby 2916,  2917 

Mr.  Holman 2774,  2775* 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Connecticut 2913, 

2914,  2920 

Mr.  Kellogg,  of  New  York 2936 

Mr.  King 2911 

Mr.  Littlejohn 2920 

Mr.  Mallory 2774,  2775 

Mr.  Morris,  of  New  York 2774, 

2775,  2910,  2911,  2916,  2919,  2920 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio 2919 

Mr.  Pendleton 2775 

Mr.  Scofield 2920 

Mr.  Sloan 2917,  2919 

Mr.  Strouse 2775 

Mr.  Wilson 2774,  2775,  2770,  2911 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2774,  2920 

Fuller,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of 331 

•  G. 

Galbraith,  Thomas  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  2033^ 
3357,  3431,3479" 

Ganson,  John,  a  Representative  from  New  York, 
21,  188,  282,  434,502,976,  997,  1290, 
1291,  1337,  1491,  1532,  1589,  169.6, 
1943,  1970,  2090,  2091,  2333,  2481, 
2502,  2527,  2671,  2775,  2776,  2793, 
2836,  3179,  3241,  3309,  3311,  3357, 
3404,  3407,  3424,  3.521,  3.529,  3530,  3533 
resolutions  by 188,  410,  3:)r^^,  3407,  M-24 


INDEX  TO 


Gaiison,  Joliii,  i\  RepieserUutive  from  New  York 
— Conlimied. 

remarks  on  the  Dakota  election 184, 

235,  237,  238,  2887,  2891 
remarks  on  the   bill  to  provide  for  Pennsyl- 
vania war  claims 188,  1794,  179G,  2133 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 218 

remarks  on  the  conscription   bill 433,  434, 

531,  574,  577,  578,579,  626,  3147,3317,  3434 

remarks  on  the  Louisiana  election 545 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  election 663,  684 

remarks  on  the   Missouri  election  (Knox  and 

Blair) 1059, 

2671,  2855,  2857,  2858,  2859,  2861 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1342, 

1343,  1430,  1681,  1682,  2323,  2639 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1761, 

1788,  1819,  1820,  1821,  1823, 
1824,  1838,  1850,  1876, 1879.,  1883, 
1884,  1903,  1907,  11)15, 1916, 1917, 
1935,  1941,  2997,  3001,  3027,  ^277 
remarkson  the  Anny  appropriation  bill. ..1992, 

1996,  2001 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2132,2139, 

2155,  2156,  2157,  2158,  2164,  2166,  2170 
remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Insurance  Company 2267,  2269 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2748 

remarks  on   the  repeal  of  the  fugitive   slave 

laws 2775 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  proliibit  speculations  in 

gold 2788,2789 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2995 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill... .3108, 

3114 
remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  3183,  3187,  3216,  3218 

Gardner,  John  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 148 

Garfield,  James  A.,!;  Representniive  from  Ohio,  5, 
127.  197,  213,  261,  414,  471,  731,  878,  1011, 
1012,  1253,  1290,  1291,  1325,  1371,  1453, 
1466,  1829,  1848,  1887,  1909,  1964,  1972, 
1995,  2195,  2323,  2361,  2386.  2433,  2452, 
2509,  2510,  2690,  2694,  2695,  2722,  2771, 
2772,  2774,  2776,  2909,  3105,  3139,  3140, 
3141,  3428,  3462,  3468,  3517,  3522,  3533 

resolutions  by 5,  197,  261, 

878,  1325,  1466,  1909,  1968,  1972,  1990 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 72 

remarks  on  bill  to  continue  bounties,  .109,  110 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 285, 

286,  313,  935 

remarks  on  confiscation 403,  404,  405 

remarkson  the  conscription  bill. .398,  477,  478, 
479,  528,  529,  530,  531,  533,  534, 
535,  550,  552,  574,  576,  577,  578, 
603,  604,  606,  626,  627,  628,  687, 
3148, 327] ,  3279, 3281, 3465, 3467,  3524 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 428,  429,  431 

remarks  on  the   resolution  of  thanks  to  Gen- 
eral Thomas 713 

remarks  on  sale  of  surplus  gold. .733,  734, 1126 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating   to  enlistments  in 

the  southern  States 846 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  drop   unemployed  gen- 
eral officers 1152,  1153,  1154 

remarks  on  the  Newf  Jersey  railroads  bill.. 1264, 
1265, 1371,  2254 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1350 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  reply  to 

Mr.  Long 1503,  1504,  1505 

remarks  on  the  exfiulsion  of  Mr.  Long.. 1507, 

1508,  1509,  1514,  1515,  1541,  1543,  1586 

remarks  relating  to  a  corres[)ondence  with  ilie 

rebels 1504,  1733,  1734,  2094,  2095 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1850, 

1852,  1854,  2996,  3055 
remarks  on  the  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  Tro(\s- 

ury  Department ]9(jg 

1972,  1990,  1991,  3423,  3468 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  In  1 1..  1995, 

2471,2472,^473 

remarks  on  Pennsylvania  war  claims 2)33, 

2134 

remarks  poraonal  and  explanatory 2265, 

2266,2741,  2742 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill 2724, 

2725,  2741,  2742 
remarks  on  repeal  of  fugitive  slavu  law. ...2774 
remarks  on  the  bill   to  provide  for  cl((im.s  for 

rebellion  los.ies 3058,  3059 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  li.  C    IJe 
Ahnn.... :)I41,  .1142 


Garrard,  T.  T.,  and  others,  bill   for  the  relief 

of 3423,-3471 

Gas-Light  Company,  bill  (S.  No.  77)  to  uniend 
the  act  incorporating  the  Washington. ..757, 

805,  2815 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Baxter 2817,  2818 

Mr.  Beaman 2818 

Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York.. 2815, 2817,  2818 

Mr.  Patterson 2815,  2816,  2817 

Mr.  Starr 2817 

Mr.  Tracy 2815 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois...  .2817,  2818 

Mr.  Wilson 9817 

Gates,  Horace,  bill  for  relief  of,  3470,  3471,  3536 

General  Land  Office — see  Land  Office. 

General    officers,    unemployed,  joint    resolution 

(No.  49)  to  drop  from  the  rolls  of  the  Army, 

574,  996,  1148,  1164,  1652,  2215,  2235 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1154 

Mr.  Ashley 1154,  1652 

Mr.  Cox 996, 

997,  998,  1148,  1149,  1150,  1151,  1652 

Mr.  Eldridge 997,  1150,  1152 

Mr.  Farnsworth....ll49,  1150,  1151,  1154 

Mr.  Fenton 1152 

Mr.  Ganson 997 

Mr.  Garfield 1152,  1153,  1154 

Mr.  Herrick  1150 

Mr.  Holman 996,  998 

Mr.  Kernan 997,  998, 1148,  1149, 1151, 

1152, 1153,  1154,  2235,  2236,  2237,  2238 

Mr.  Mallory 2236,  2237 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania.. ..1150,  1151 

Mr.  Pendleton 1150,  1154,  2238 

Mr.  Schenck 996,  997,  998,  1148, 1154, 

1164, 1165,  2215,  2235,  2236,  22.37,  2238 

Mr.  Smith 1148,1149;  11.52 

Mr.  Voorhces 996,  998 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1165,  2238 

Geological  survey — see  JVew  Mexico. 

Gerhardt  and  Stevens,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  2271 

Gilbert  &  Gerish,  bill  for  the  relief  of 3537 

Glen,  bill  to  indemnify  the  owners  of  the  British 

schooner 233,  602,  604,  658 

Gold,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to   sell  any  surplus,  in  the 

Treasury 706,  707,  715, 

731,  7.33,  738,  763,  768,  927,  931,  994, 
1063,  1099,  1122,  1129,  1144,  1150,  11.52 

bill  to  regulate  contracts  for 730,  2773 

bill  to  prevent  an   accumulation  of  surplus,  in 

the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 874 

bill  (No.  106)  to  prohibit  certain  sales  of,  and 

foreign  exchange 1635, 

1658,'  1695,  1814,  2690,  2694,  2726, 
2743,  2788,  2793,  2936,  2937,  2995 
bill  (No.  325)  to  repeal  the  act  of  the  17th  June, 
1864,  prohibiting  the  sale  of,  and  foreign  ex- 
change  3464,  3468,  3479 

Gooch,  Daniel  W.,  a  Representative  from  Mas- 
sachusetts...215,  313,  1375,  2057,  2139,  3244 

resolution  by 2139 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill,  133 
remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  1222, 1223 
remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 2069,2108 

remarks  on  the  tariflf  bill 2746,2747 

Goodloe,  Green  Clay,  joint  resolution  in  relation 

to 2290,2333,2343,2426 

Goods,  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  approved 
March  3,  1845,  and  of  August  6,  1846,  as 
authorize  the  transportation  of,  imported 
from  foreign  ports  through  the  United  States 
to  the  Canadas  or  from  the  Canadas  through 

the  United  States  to  foreign  countries 526 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  230)  to  extend  the  time  for  the 
withdrawal  of,  from  public  stores  and  bonded 

warehouses 658,  836,  875,  888 

bill  (No.  282)  to  amend  an  act  to  extend   the 
timefor  the  withdrawal  of,from  publicstores 
and  bonded  warehouses,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,  approved   29th    of   February,    1864, 
2879,  2920,  2995 
joint  resolution  (H.  R.No.  68)  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  release  certain, 
from  the  payment  of  duties,  3218,  3316,  3354 
Government,   bill  to  ;;;uarHnty  to  certain  States 
whoHe  governments  have  been   usurped   or 

overthrown  a  repuliliean  form  of 259,  668, 

1243,  1737,  1764,  1970,  1972,2002, 
2036,  2063,  2095,  21.32,  3518,  3535 
(See  Mililary  (invfrnntfnts.) 


Grant,  Major  General  Ulysses  S. — see  Thanks  o/ 

Congress. 
Grants — see  Public  Lands. 

Gr;uz,  Benjamin,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1494,  2272 
Green,  Warren  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. ..1698, 
.      •  2694,  2741 

Grider,Henry,a  Representative  from  Kentucky, 
22,  46,  148,  260,  261,  509,  772, 
1407,    1514,   2476,   2671,  2835 

resolutions  by 22,  260,261 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims 912,916,  918 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union — see  Appen- 
dix. 
Grinnell,    Josiah    B.,    a    Representative    from 

Iowa 14,39, 

45,  95,  99,  117,  196,  197,  273  427,  467, 
495,  526,  527,  659,  660,  709,  743,  811, 
849,  878,  879,  909,  935,  970,  971,  981, 
1044,  1096,  1121,1325,1357,1359,  1409, 
1427,  1532,  1653,  1860,2030,2062,2108, 
2170,  2290,  2426,  2586,  2612,  2640,2813 

resolutions  by 39,  45, 

427,  743,  1096,  2290,  2426 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 268, 

269,  307,  663,  667,  668,  669,  778 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) ..3344 

335,  337,  340,  992,  993 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill. 548, 

550,  576,  629 
remarks  on  printing  the  agricultural  report,  927 
remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union  —  953,  1076 
remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation  bill, 
1021,  1041,  1043,  1044 
remarks  on  right  of  soldiers  to  vote,  1080,  1081 
remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Love- 
joy 1330 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1342, 

1353,  1377,  1393,  1.397,  1401,  1681 

remarks  on  the  penitentiary  bill 1474,  1493 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1582, 

■     1584,  1591,  1599,  1600, 1601,  1602,  1^626 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..1757, 1758, 

1759,  1701,  1787,  1815,  1818, 

1819,  1820,  1826,  1834,  1835, 

1852,  1853,  1854,  1876,  1877 

remarks  on  the  resolution  increasing  the  duties 

on  imports 1856 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  grant 1886,  1887 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2166,2208 

remarks  on  northern  Pacific  railroad  bill,  2295 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2339, 

2340 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty 2370 

remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election  (McHenry 

andYeaman) 2582,2715 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2684,  2718 

Griswold,  John  A.,  a  Representative  frnni  New 

York 908,  1098,  1349,  1943,  2363, 

3084,  3247,  3390,  3423,3464,  3470,  3527 

resolutions  by 908,  1098,  1943,  3465 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 150 

remarkson  the  naval  appropriation  Ijill,  828,  831 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 1122 

remarks  on  currency  bill,  1288,  1377, 1390, 1392 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1822, 

1826,  1833,  1838,  1877,  1882,  1936 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. ..2474 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2717,  2749 

Guardian  Society — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Guerrillas,  bill  to  provide  for  the  more   speedy 
punishment  of... 1848, 2333, 2509,  2578,  2771, 
2815,  3462,  3479,  3519,  3523,  3530,  3531 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  408)  for  the  relief  of  postmas- 
ters who  have  been  robbed  by  the  confed- 
erate forces  or  rebel 1660,  1818,  1995 

Gunboats,  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the 
contractors  for  machinery  of  the  side-wheel, 
known  as  double-enders....2575,  3208,  3428 

H. 

Habeas  corpus,  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 
the  first  section  of  an  act  relating  to 38 

Hale,  James  T.,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania   87, 

128,  218,313,  355,  356,  446,  495,  605,  623, 
757,  940,941,  942,  1061,  1236,  1286,  1287, 
1289,  1290,  1335,  1494,  2269,  2270,  2271, 
2272,  2273,  2385,  2386,  2,387,  2388,  2526, 
2.527,  2690,  2751,  2787,  2818,  2855,  2856, 
2861,  30.53,  3054,  3060,  3079,  3103,  3239, 
3311,  33.57,  3401.  3123,  3424,  3468,  3469, 
3470,3471,3515,  3518,  351i),  3.523,   .3525 
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Hale,  JtimesT.,  n  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania—  Continued. 

resolutions  by 128 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  facilitate  ilie  puyrvKMit  of 

bounties 447,  448 

remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation  bill, 

1041,  1043 

remarks  on  the  agricultural  colleges  bill. ..1285, 

1286,  149G,  1498 

remarks  on  currency  bill,  1352, 1390, 1391, 1392 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..1758, 

1791,2999 
remarks  on  Indian  appropriation  bill, 2342, 2343 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiali  O. 

Armes 2388,  2389,  2390,  2391 

remarks  on  the  bill  repeaiintf  the  act  for  the 

relief  of  E.  F.  and  S.A.  Wood 2693, 

2838,  2839,  2840,  2841,  2842 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2717 

remarks  on  the  Washington  city  railroad  bill, 

2814,  2815 
remark.s  on  the  bill  providing  for  claims  for 

rebellion  losses 3055, 

3056,  3057,  3058,  3059,  3060,  3079 
remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3109, 
3113,3114,3115 
Hall,  Chapin,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  313,  757,  759 
Hall  of  the  House,  old  j  joint  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the 99,  110 

Hall,  William  A.,  a  Representative  from  Mis- 
souri  14,  331 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  claims 2135 

Harbor,  bill  to  improve  Chicago 526 

Harbors  on  the  lakes,  bill  in  relation  to  the  repair 

of  the 2501 

Harding,    Aaron,   a  Representative  from   Ken- 

'  J       tucky 20,  22, 

75,  149,  260,  372,  659,  681,  682,  706,  712, 
843,909, 1226, 1290, 1291, 1660, 1993,2030, 
2775,  3077,  3516,  3518,  3522,  3525,  3534 

resolutions  by 22,  260,  706,  2029 

remarks  oh  deficiency  bill  (No.  35) 69,  91 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 601, 

602,  627,  628,  629 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 772 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union 852 

remarks  on  the  policy  of  the  Administration, 

1307 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  S.  Clark, 

1494,  1495 
remarks  on  the  restoration  of  the  rebellious 

States 2029 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  claims 2134,  2135,  2137 

remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election,  2538,  2579 
remarks  on  the  repeal  of  the    fugitive   slave 

law 2775 

remarks  on  the  co-nscription  bill 2909, 

3147,  3433,  3434,  3435,  3466,  3525 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of 

Indiana  and  Ohio 3426,  3427 

Harrington,  Henry  W.,  a  Representative  from 

Indiana 45,  127,  261,  3.32,427, 

459,  480,  991,  1119,  1261,  1284,  1370, 
1387,  1451,  1466, 1530, 1531, 1673, 1682, 
1827,  2646,  2771,  3060,  3309, 3311,  3531 

resolutions  by 45,  332,  1119,  3311 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 304,  306 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 601, 

603,  606,  687 

remarks  on  violated  pledges ...1302 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long,  1545, 
1589,  1590,  1591,  1600,  1602 
Harris,  Benjamin  G.,  a  Representative  from  Ma- 
ryland  1964,1993 

remarks  on  conscription  bill,  598,599,  600,603 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. ..1221 
remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long,  1515, 
1516,  1545,  1601, 1625 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2193,2194,2195 

resolution  for  the  expulsion  of 1516, 

1518,  1532,  1577 

resolution  for  the  censure  of. 1518, 

1532,  1577, 1618 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1518,  1519 

Mr.  Ancona 1518,  ]5]9 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 1519 

^'•-  Cux 1517,  ]5iy 

Mr.  Eldridge 1519 

Mr.  Holman 1519 

Mr.  Joimson,  of  Pennsylvania 1516 


Harris,  Benjamin  G.,  a  Representative  from  Ma- 
ryland, resolution  for  the  censure  of — Con- 
tinued. 
remarks  on  the,  by- 
Mr.  Mallory 1517,  1518 

Mr.  Myers,  A 1516 

Mr.  Pendleton 1518,  1519 

Mr.  Schcnck 1517,  1518,  1519 

Mr.  Smith 1519 

Mr.  Thayer 1516,  1519 

Mr.  Tracy 1516,1517 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1516, 

1517,  1518,  1519 

Mr.  Wilson 1518 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1518,  1519 

Harris,  Charles  M.,  a  Representative  from  Illi- 
nois  875,  1236,  1290,  1291,2995 

resolutions  by 480,  875,  1236 

Hastings,  David  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. ..3394 

Hastings,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 3479, 

3523,  3524,  3525 

Haun,  C.  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2271,  3407 

Hawcs,  M.  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 3139 

Hazzard,  Mrs.  Mary  E.,  bill  for  relief  of...  1220, 

1236,  1262 
Helfenstein,  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  brig, 

196,  1389 
Henry,  William  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of 19 

Herrick,   Anson,   a   Representative   from    New 

York 150,  756,940, 

1150,  2434,  2694,  2771,  2995,  2996,  3436 

resolutions  by 150,  2771 

remarks  on  policy  of  the  Administration,  1295 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2615 

Heywood,  Joseph  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  3516 
Hichborn,  Charles  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  3208, 

3428,  3539 
Higby,  William,  a  Rcpre.sentative  from  Califor- 
nia.....  331,  354,  355,  527,  623,  668,  719, 

743,  843,  908,  940,  1011,  1196,  1216,  1290, 
1291,  1387,  1396,  1545,  1577,  1964,  2090, 
2166,2252,2695,  2787,  2794,  3054,  3060, 
3112,  3115,  3155,  33S8,  3389,  3402,  3434 

resolutions  by 527,  1396,  1577 

remarks  on  tlie  conscription  bill 535,  602 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill. ..826,  834 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 1104, 

1144,  1146 

remarks  on  the  homstead  bill 1190 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill, 1374 

remarks  on   the  charges  against  Mr.  Blair,  of 

Missouri ."^..ISO'e,  1827,  1828,  1830, 

1831,  1959,  1960,  1964,  1965,  1966,  1967 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1833, 

1834,  1850,  1914,  1915,  1941,  3026 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  homesteads  on  for- 
feited estates 2252 

remnrks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  carriage  of 

passengers 2836,  2837 

remarks  on   the   repeal   of   the  fugitive  slave 

laws 2916,2917 

remarks  on  abolition  of  slavery 2939,  2943 

Hoffman,  Ida,  bill  for  relief  of...2639, 3427, 3463 
Holden,  F.  A.,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
623,  759,  942,  2273 
Holman,  William  S.-,  a  Representative  t'rom  In- 
diana  5,  6,  11,  13,  14,  19,  20, 

2],  22,  23,  35,  38,  39,  40,  44,  45.  46,  47, 
69,  70,  71,  88,  99,  100,  117,  127,  128,  149, 
164, 259,  260,  261,  288,  296,  309,  313,  331, 
332,333,334,  341,  397,  410,  414,  427,  446, 
459,  467,  480,  494,  496,  508,  519,  526,  527, 
547,622,623,  624,  660,  668,  757,  759,  813, 
825,843,851,  874,  875,  877,  878,  888,  895, 
908,  909,  926,  938,  940,  941,  942,  959, 
972,  996,  998,  1012,  1013,  1036,  1037, 
1061,  1062,  1076,  1080,  1081,  1096,  1143, 
1164,  1166,  1170,  1174,  1185,  1217,  1218, 
1219,  1220,  1226,  1243,  1261,  1262,  1283, 
1284,  1289,  1290,  1291,  1292,  1309,  1325, 
1335,  1336,  1337,  1346,  1370,  1387,  1396, 
1407,  1408,  1409,  1425,  1428,  1448,  1466, 
1491,  1494,  1504,  1519,  1530,  1532,  1651, 
16,58,  1659,  1660,  16'/3,  1679,  1695,  1734, 
1736,  1755,  1762,  1764,  1848,  1885,  1901, 
1943,  1959,  1904,  1972,  1990,  1991,  2005, 
2030,  20,32,  2033,  2035,  2056,  2057,  2108, 
2il89,  2298,  2384,  2385,  2386,  2387,  2388, 
2391,  2435,  2476,  2502,  2509,  2575,  2606, 
2607,2611,2612,  2639,  2671,  2694,  2716, 
2722,2726,2741,  2743,  2750,  2751,  27.71, 
2786,  2787,  2788,  2793,  2810,  2814,  2838, 
2861,  2879,  2880,  3010,  2920,  2939,  3053, 


Holman,  William  S.,  a  Representative  from  In- 
dinnn- —  Cuntinved. 
3054,  3083,  .3084,  3085,  3104,  3115,  3139, 
3140,  3141,  3207,  3218,  32.39,  3241,  3243, 
3310,  3314,  3357,  ^1388,  3400,  3407,  3421, 
3423,  3424,  3428,  3430,  3431,  3462,  3464 

resolutions  by 22, 

45,   99,    117,    196.  261,  3.32,   878,   909, 

1217,  1387,  1427,  1695,  2385,  2881,  3310 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  35),  70,  90,  91 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  tiie  relief  of  Carmack 

&  Ramsey 86,  87 

remarks  on  consular  and  diplomatic  bill. ..131, 

132,  2790 
reaiarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  expenses 170,  1794,  1795 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill,  184,  508,  519 

remarks  on  freedmen's  affairs 190, 

566,  571,  3427 
remarks  on  the  inquiry  relating  to  official  cor- 
ruption  ....196,  197 

remarks  on  revenue  bill(No.  122) 217, 

271,   272,   286,   287.   288,   304,  309,  310, 

311,  312,  536,  660,  662,  687,  690,  693,  708 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156). ..288, 336, 

337, 338,  339, 356, 372, 976, 978, 992, 993, 994 

remarks  on  the  coiifcripiion  bill 433, 

477,534,  535,  550,  575,  577,  602,  605,  606, 
631,  766,  2909,  3144,  3145,  3146,  3147, 
3267,  3353,  3354,  3430,  3431,  3462,  3466 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 715, 

768,931,932,995 

remarks  on  the  naval  anpropriation  bill. ...811, 

813,  826,  827,  828,  829,  830,  831,  835, 

2057,  2058,  2059,  2060,  2061,  2062,  2311 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  dro[)  unemployed  treiieral 

oflScers 996,998 

remarks  on   the  legislative  appropriation  bill, 

1018,    1019,    1041,    1042,     1043,    2428, 

2431,  2432,  2433,  2434,  3016,  3017,  30J8 

remarks  on  the  ship  canal  bill,  1037,  1038,  1040 

remarks  on  the  amnesty  proclamation...  .1063, 

1081 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill. ..1185, 1189, 1190 

remarks  on  the  Armv  appropriation  bill,  1223, 

1224, 1225, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995,  1996, 

1998,    1999,   2000,    2471,   2475,  2908,  2909 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1255, 

1339,  1341,  1342,  1352,  1353,  1373, 

1398, 1400, 1401,  1409,  1410,  1412, 

1429,  1430,  1431,  1451,  1452,  1453 

remarks  on  tlu' agriculiural  colleges  bill. ..1284, 

1285,  1286,  1495, 1496,  1498,  1499 

remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  1395, 

1396,  1651,1652,2386 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  increased 

pay  for  the  soldiers 1427,  1428 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.   S. 

Clark 1494,  1495 

remarks    on    the    expulsion    of   Mr.    Long, 

1514,  1545,  1557,  1589,  1.591, 

1593,  1599,  1601,  1634,  1635 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  395). ..1680, 

1681,  1682,- 1697,  2447,  2448,  2450 

remarks  on  the  northern  Pacific  railroad   bill, 

1698,  2291,  2297 

remarks  relating  to  a  correspondence  with  the 

rebels 1504,2093 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..1755,  1756, 
1758,  1759,  1760,  1761,  1787, 1817, 1818, 
1819,  1822,  1823,  1827, 1833, 1835, 1837, 
1838,  1839,  1840,  1852, 1853, 1854, 1875, 
1880,  1901,  1904,  1905, 1906, 1908, 1912, 
1916,  1917,  1918,  1934, 1936, 1938, 1940, 
1'943,  2810,  2996,  2997,  2998,  2999, 3018, 
3019,  3020,  3024,  3025,  3027,  3055,  3277 
remarks  on  the  resolution  increasing  the  duties 

on  imports 1858,  1859 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  removal  of  certain 

Wisconsin  Indians 2034 

remarks  on  the  Minnesota  railroad  grant,  2035, 

2036 
remarks  on  the  Virginia  election  (Chandler  and 

Segar) ^ 2323,  2324,  2325 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. ..2339, 

2342 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2612, 

2960,  2961,  2978.  2995,  3000,  3357 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election   (Birch  and 

King) 2640,  2645,  2646,  2690,  2881 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 272], 

2745,  2748,  2750,  3314 
remarks  on  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  laws, 

2774,  2113 
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Htrfman,  William  S.,  a  Representative  from  In- 
diana—  Continued. 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill 2812,2880 

remarks  on  the  bill  repealine;  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  E.  F.  &  S,A.  Wood 2840 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill...  .2937, 
2938,  2939,  3015,  3105,  3106,  3112, 
3114,  3394,  339C,  3397,  3400,  3402 
remarks  on  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  438),  3021, 
3022,  3023,  3024,  3156,  3244 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  claims  for  re- 
bellion losses .'"...3056,  3057,  3060 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3183,  3184, 

3186,  3187,  3212,  3214,  3217,  3218,  3351 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  citizeyisof 

Ohio  and  Indiana 3424,  3425,3426 

Homestead — .see  Public  Lands. 
Homesteads,  bill  (No.  276)  to  secure  to  persons 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  on  coiifi:?cated  or  forfeited  estates  in 

insurrectionary  districts 874,  991, 

999,  1887,  2091,  2108,  2232,  2249,  2264 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allison  2113 

Mr.  Cox 2253 

Mr.  Higby 2252 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ohio 2110 

Mr.  Julian 1887,  2108, 

2233,  2235,  2249,  2250,  2251,  2252,  2253 

Mr.  Kalbfleisch 2250 

Mr.  King 2233 

Mr.  Mallory 3233,2250,2251 

Mr.  Miller,  of  New  York 2108 

Mr.  Pendleton 2233,  2252,  2253 

Mr.  Rollins,  of  New  Hampshire 2264 

Mr.  Sloan 2234 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 2233,  2249,  2251 

yeas  and  nays  on  tire 2253 

Hooker,  Major  General  Joseph — see  Thanks. 
Hooper,  Samuel,  a  Representative  from  Massa- 
chusetts  21,  45, 

706,  1097,  1098,  1338,  1349,  1389,  1409, 
1426, 1531,  1626, 1679,  1G90,  1814,  2217, 
2435,  2787,  2920,  3182,  3464,  3468,  3532 

resolutions  by 21,  1J66,  1426,  2217,  2575 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 234, 

288,  309,  310 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 706, 

715,731,732,735,736,738, 
995,  1099,  1104,  1105,  1106 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill 813 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1099, 

1166,    1254,    1255,    1256,    1267,    1270, 

1271,    1272,    1287,    1288,    1338,    1339, 

1341,    1342,    1343,    1344,    1350,   1351, 

1352, 1376,  1377, 1378, 1379, 1380, 1390, 

1391,  1392, 1394, 1396, 1398, 1400, 1401, 

1402, 1409, 1410, 1429, 1430,  1433,  1448 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  395). ..1531, 

1681,    1682,     1696,     1697,    2428, 

2447,  2448,  2449,  2452,  2639,  2717 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). .1788,  1789, 

1819,  1820,  1824,  1852,  1876,  1878,  1879, 

1880,  1882,  1883,  1901,  1937,  1938,  1943 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  speculations  in 

gold 2690, 

2726,  2743,  2788,  2793,  2936,  2937 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2744,  2749 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3116,  3182, 

3183,  3184,  3186,  3187, 3208,  3209,  3211, 

3212,  3214,  3216,  3217,  "3218,  3351,  3352 

Hooper«fe  Williams  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief 

of 2271,  2273 

Horses,  bill  to  ascertain  who  have  lost,  and  other 
property  in  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Ohio  by 
the  rebel  raid  under  the  command  of  General 
John  H.  Morgan  and  the  Union  forces  in 

pursuit  of  said  rebels  in  July,  1863 149 

bill  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  payment 
■  for,  and  other  property  destroyed  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States 3142, 

3214,  3218 

Hospital  dues,  bill  (No.  367)  to  provide  for  the 

collection    of,   from    vcstiels    of  the    United 

Slates  sold  or  transferred  in  foreign  ports  or 

waters 1335,  1903,  1995 

Hospital  for  the  Insane,  joint  resolution  (S.  No. 

70)  to  authorize   the   acquisition   of   certain 

land  for  the  u.se  of  the  Government,  3208, 3428 

bill  (No.  554)  to  provide  for  the  improvement 

of  ilic  grounds  of  the  Government,  by  an 

exchange  of  land 3272,  3278,  3280,  33.52 

(See  IJislrict  ofColumbia;  Marine  Mortal;  Ao- 
ral  Huspital.) 


Hotchkiss,  Giles  W.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 543, 

1142,    2271,    2273,    2451,    2639,    2717, 
2892,  3058,  3104,  3317,  3318,  3535,  3536 

resolutions  by 3080 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 531,  578 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1255, 

1344,  1393,  1394,  1414,  1415 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1757, 

1815,  1835,  1840,  1880,  1882,  1903,  2998 

remarks  on  ihe  tariff  bill 2749 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3185,  3186 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3317, 

3318,  3435 
House  of  Correction — see  District  of  Columbia. 
House  of  Industry — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Howard,  Major  General  Oliver  O. — see  Thanks. 
Hubbard,   Asahel    W.,   a   Representative   from 

Iowa 44,  149,  173, 

232,  237,288,  297,  331,  707,  740,  743,  825, 
846,  874,  992,  993,  1096, 1324, 1532, 1625, 
1634,  1698,  1762,  1847,  1887,  2033,  2426, 
2586,  2695,  2936,  3148,  3427,  3429,  3515 

resolutions  by 44,232,  743,  1847,  2426 

remarks  on  the  Dakota  election 235, 

288,  2863,  2887,  2892,  2893,  2894 

remarks  on  the  cotiscription  bill 530,  531 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  over- 
land emigrants 908,  909 

remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the  war 956 

remarks  on  the  District  penitentiary  bill. .1491, 

1493,  1494 
remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405).. ..1759, 
1760,  1786,  1815,  1816,  1819, 
1820,  1854,  1903,  1904,  3025 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2339, 
2340,  2341,  2342,  2359 
Hubbard,  John  H.,  a  Representative  from  Con- 
necticut  430,  1289, 

1290,  1291,  1292,  1533,  2472,  2575,  2771 

resolutions  by 2771 

remarks  on  the  ship  canal  bill 1040 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 1123 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  4.05),  1732,  1877 
remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  distribution 

of  documents 2470 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill.. 2718,  2719 

remarks  on  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  laws, 
2913,  2914,  2920 
Hubbcll,  William  Wheeler,  joint  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  claim  for  letters  patent  of.. .1261, 
1338,  1347,  2639 
Plulburd,  Calvin  T.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 39, 

190,297,  566,  756,  1290,  2995,  3400 

resolutions  by 756,  3400 

remarks   on    the  proclamation    of    emancipa- 
tion  1067 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 1103, 

1129 

Hunton,  Logan,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2273 

Hutchins,  Wells  A.,  a  Representative  from  Ohio, 

70,  658,  689 

resolutions  by 70 

Hyde,  Mary  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
of. 2271,  3423 

I. 

Idaho,  the  Territory  of,  bill  to  establish  a  branch 

mint  of  the  United  States  in 658 

bill  providing  for  the  construction  of  a  wagon 
road    from    the  Missouri  river  to   Virginia 

City,  in 846 

bill    for    the    construction    of   certain    wagon 

roads  in 1058,  1730,  2606,  2607,  3533 

bill  for  the  construction  of  a  wagon  road  from 

the  Missouri  river  to  Bannock  City  in,  1096 

bill   for    the   construction   of  a   wagon    road, 

with  branches  from  Minnesota,  Iowa,  and 

Utah 1174 

bill  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  a  temporary 

government  for  the 2502, 

2741,  2809,  2939,  2947,  3141 

Illinois,  bill  (S.  No.  57)  declaring  the  assent  of 

Congress  to  an   act  of  the  Legislature    of, 

therein  named ...20,  210,  215,  234 

Immigration,  the  select  committee  on 35,  37 

instructions  to 128 

reports  from 190,  1673,  1764 

Immigration,  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of — 196 

bill  to  encourage 920,  1118,  1673, 

1764,  1790,  3316,  3317,  3388,  3530,  3536 
Income  tax — ace  Revenue. 


Indiana  and  Ohio,  bill  for  the  relicfof  the  citi- 
zens of. 940,  1036,  3424 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Cravens 3426,  3427 

Mr.  Harding 3426,  3427 

Mr.  Holman 3424,  3425,  3426 

Mr.  Wadsworth  3424,  3425,  3426 

Mr.  Wilson 34^5,3427 

Indian  Affairs,  the  Committee  on 18 

instructions  to 427,  467,  658,  1847 

reports  from,  35, 426,  757,  995, 996,  1370,  1409, 
2031,  2032,  2033,  2271,  3310,  3389,  3516 

adverse  reports  from 2033 

discharged  from  subjects 1061 

Indian  affairs,  bill  for  the  better  organization  of, 

in  California 1225,  1266,  1370 

Indian  agents — see  J^ew  Mexico. 
Indian  captives — see  JVeio  Mexico. 
Indian  department,  bill  (H.  R.  No. 240)  making 
appropriations  for  the  current  and   contin- 
gent expenses  of  the,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations    with  various  Indian  tribes    for 

the  year  ending  June  30,  1865 660, 

2338,  2359,  2910,  2947,  3079,  3104,  3186 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brandegee 3079 

Mr.  Brooks 2338,  2339,  3079 

Mr.  Donnelly 2342 

Mr.  Fenlon .„ 2339 

Mr.  Grinnell 2339,  2340 

Mr.  Hale 2342,  2343 

Mr.  Holman 2339,  2342 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Iowa 2339, 

2340,  2341,  2342,  2359 

Mr.  Kinney 2340,  2341 

Mr.  McBride ..2.339 

Mr.  Mclndoe 2341,  2342 

Mr.  Schenck 2342,  2343 

Mr.  Shannon 2341 

Mr.  Stevens 2338,  2339, 

2340,  2341,  2342,2343,  2359,  2947,  3079 

Mr.  Upson 2359 

Mr.  Wadsworth 2343 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 2341 

Mr.  Wallace,  of  Idaho 2339, 

2340,  2343,  2359 

Mr.  Wilson 2342 

Mr.  Windom 2339, 

2340,  2341,  2342,  2343,  2359 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2359 

Indian  depredations — see  JVew  Mexico;  Utah. 
Indian  disturbances — see  J^eio  Mexico. 
Indian  refugees,  bill  (S.  No.  198)  to  aid   the,  to 
return  to  their  homes  in  the  Indian  territory, 
1470,  1792,  2031 
Indian  regiments,  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
the  officers  of  the  fourth  and  fifth,  appointed 
and  commissioned  by  the  War  Department, 
and  mustered  out  of  service  without  pay, 
149,  3143,  3357,  3399 
Indian  reservations — see  Utah. 
Indians,  joint  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  pay  to  the  Chippewa,  Ottawa, 
and  Pottawatomie,  in  the  State  of  Michigan 

$192,850 331,  757,  759,  942,  1099 

bill  for  the  benefit  and  better  management  of 

the 411,2033 

bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  half-breeds  and  mixed- 
bloods  of  the  Winnebago  tribe  of 411, 

757,  942,  3471 
bill  extending  the  superintendency  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Dakota  to  the  Winnebago  and   the 
Sisseton  and    the    Wahpaton   bands  of  the 

Sioux  or  Dakota 874 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
the  awards  made  by  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  for  damages  sustained  by 
reason  of  the  depredations   and  injuries    by 

certain  bands  of  Sioux 1409,  2031,  2482 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  425)  for  the  relief  of  the  Wea, 
Peoria, Kaskaskia, and  Piankeshaw  Indians, 

1814,  2031 

bill  providing  for  the  removal  of  certain  stray 

bands  of,  from  the  Slate  of  Wisconsin,  2032, 

2034,  2035 

bill  to  authorize  the  Prc-sident  of  the   United 

States  to  negotiate   with  certain,  of  Middle 

Oregon   for    the    relinquishment    of  certain 

rights  secured  to  them  by  treaty 2032, 

2034,  2035,  3180,  3421,  3423 
bill  (S.  No.  225)  for  the  relief  of  certain  friend- 
ly, of  the  Sioux  nation  in  Minnesota,  2695, 
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Indians — Continued. 
joint  resolution  securing  payment  to  the  Dela- 
ware and  Pottawatomie,  for  lands  sold  to  the 
Leavenworth,  Pawnee,  and  Western  Rail- 
road  Company,  now  known  as  the  Union 

Pacific  Railroad  Company 3104 

Indian  superintendency,  bill  to  abolish  the  north- 
ern  1532,  2033, 3533 

Indian  tribes,  bill  (No.  120)  to  amend  an  act. to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the,  and 

to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers 895, 

1044,  1060,  1121,  1165 
(See  J^ew  Mexico;  Treaty.) 
Indictment,  bill  in  relation  to  the  computation  of 
time  within  which  an,  may  be  found  against 
persons  charged  with  crime  against  the  Uni- 
ted States 874,  2773 

Industry,  bill  to  create  and  organise  a  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government  to  be  called  the  De- 

parmentof. 526 

Ingersoll,  E.  C,  a  Representative  from  Illinois, 
2911,  2989,  3019,  3104,  3148, 
3180,  3402,3471, 3472, 3521,  3539 

credentials  of,  presented 2384 

resolutions  by 2911,  3104,  3471 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3148, 

3463,  3466 
Insane — see  Hospital. 
Inspectors  of  customs — see  Compensation. 
Inspectors  of  steamboats,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  426) 
to  create  an  additional  supervising  inspector 
of  steamboats  and  two  local,  for  the  collection 
district   of  JVIcmphis,  Tennessee,  and  two 
local,  for  the  collection   district  of  Oregon, 
1827,  2482,  2638,  2671,  2716,  2717,2856 
Insurance  Company — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Insurrection — see  Rebellion. 
Interest — sec  Gold. 
Interior  Department,  calls  for  information  from 

the 189 

communications  from  the 14,  331,  411, 

528,  631,  1122,  1253,  1429,  1715,  1901, 
1933,  2185,  2291,  2788,  2808,  3423,  3535 
Internal  revenue — sec  Revenue. 
Invalid  and  other  pensions — see  .appropriations. 

Invalid  Pensions,  the  Committee  on 18 

instructions  to 44, 

190,  426,  480,  494,  495,  1220,  1532 

reports  from 87,  313,  658, 

940,  1036,  1217,  1261,  1448,  1531, 
1651,  1698,  2264,  2271,  2272,  2388, 
3309,  3310,  3421,  3422,  3423,  3539 

adverse  reports  from 2264,  3423, 

discharged  from  subjects 1575, 

1698,  2207,  2787,  3310,  3536 
Investigating  committees,  bill  to  pay  the  expenses 

of 2269 

Iowa  and  Florida,  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  sup- 
plemental to  the  act  for  the  admission  of  the 

States  of,  into  the  Union 1848 

Iowa  volunteer  infantry — see  Jlrmy. 
Iron-clads:  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  amend  the  contract 
witli  John  Ericsson  for  the  construction  of 
tw.o  impregnable  floating  batteries,  the  Dic- 
tator and  the  Puritan 3081,  3208,  3217 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

JMr.  Allen,  J.  C .......3082 

Mr.  English 3083 

Mr.  Kelley 3082 

Mr.  Le  Blond 3083 

Mr.  Mallory 3081 

Mr.  Moorhead 3082 

Mr.  Nelson 3082 

Mr.  Pike 3082 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts 3081, 

3082,  3083 

Mr.  Stevens 3082 

Mr.  Thayer 3081,  3082 

Mr.  Wadsworth 3082,3083 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 3081, 

3082,  3083 
yeas  and  nayson  the 3083 

J. 

Jacks,  T.   M.,   a   Representative   from    Arkan- 
sas  2253 

Jails— s<jc  District  of  Columbia;  Convicts. 
Jameson,  William  H.,  bill  for  relief  of,  3479,3524 
Jaync,  William, a  Delegate  from  Nevada. ...1226, 

2722 

remarks  oji  the  Dakota  election..  2887 

Ji-nckcH,    Thomas    A.,    a    Ro|)resriiiaiive     from 
Rhode  Island 660, 1098,  1792,  2771,  2813 


Jenckes,  Thomas  A.,  a  Representative  from 
Rhode  Island — Continued. 

resolutions  by 1098 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill 1793, 

2636,    2724,    2725,    2726,    2742, 
2810,  2811,  2812,  2813,  2835,  2880 
remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Insurance  Company,  2267,2268,2269 
John  Martin — see  Register. 

Johnson,  C.  F.,  bill  for  relief  of,  1494,  2272,  3471 
Johnson,  Philip,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  8,  91, 

92,  1347,  1407.  1468,  1516,  1577,  1854, 
2002,2030,2194,  2238,  2289,  2290,  2323, 
2391,  2427,  2578,  3085,  3314,  3315,  3469 

resolutions  by 92,  2030,  2290,  3469 

remarks  on  New  Jersey  railroads  bill.. ..1468, 

2259 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Union 

Gas-Light  Company 1470 

remarks  on  the  steam  fire  engine  bill 1471 

remarks  on  the  District  penitentiary  bill,  1475, 

1493 
remarks   on  the  bill  for   the  relief  of  A.  S. 

Clark , 1495 

remarks  on  the  agricultural  colleges  bill,  1498, 

1499 

remarks  on  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long,  1512, 1601 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405),  1850,  1851, 

1852, 1854, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878, 1880, 1881, 

1903, 1907, 1908, 1916, 1941, 1942,  1959, 2999 

remarks  on  tlie  charges  against  the  Treasury 

Department 1968,1969 

remarks  on  the   bill  to  pay  for  the  published 

debates 2297 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  distribution 

of  documents 2470 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3317 

Johnson,  William,  a  Representative  from  Ohio, 

577 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  homesteads  on 

forfeited  estates 2110 

Jones,  Deborah,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2271 

Jones,  John  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 3464 

Judicial  distriet,  bill  erecting  West  Virginia  into 

a  separate 218 

bill  making  Luzerne  county,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  a  part  of  the  eastern,  of  said 

State 259 

bill  to  detach  the  counties  of  Calhoun  and 
Branch  from  the  western,  and  to  annex  the 
same  to  the  eastern,  for  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan  , 2776,  2995,  3141 

Judicial  districts,  bill  (No.  256)  to  change  and 
define  the  boundaries  of  the  eastern  and  west- 
ern, of  Virginia,  and  to  alter  the  names  of 

said 1939,  2056,  2333,  2772 

(See  Court.) 

Judiciary,  the  Committee  on  the 18 

instructions  to 22,  44,  332,  410,  426,  448, 

659,  757,  909,  1097,  1261,  1325,  1396, 
1695,  1827,  2290,  2426,  2575,  2771,  3103 

reports  from 69,  109,  164, 

168,  184,  706,  730,  757, 1061, 1261, 1389, 
1495, 1821, 2029, 2207,  2264,  2333,  2772, 
2773,  2774,  2776,  2787,  2880,  3112,  3239 

discharged  from  subjects 190, 

233,  624,  1061,  1253,  1577,  2773,  2774 
Julian,  George  W.,  a  Representative  from  Indi- 
ana   20,  46,  233, 

313,  480,  526,  660,  668,  874,  875,  878,  909, 
940,  991,  998,  999,  1011,  1036,  1336,  1396, 
1452,  1577,  1830,  1884,  1885,  2056,  2090, 
2108,  2117,  2214,  2249,  2253,  2333,  2716, 
3178,  3351,  3423,  3428,  3469,  3515,  3533 

resolutions  by 22,  660,  875 

remarks  on  the  amendment  of  the  homestead 

law ■ 1062,  1185,  1190 

remarks  on  the  agricultural  colleges  bill. ..1285 
remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1510 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  land  grants  in 

Louisiana 1884, 1885 

remarks  on   the  bill  granting  liomosteads  on 

forfeited  estates 1887,  2108, 

2233,  2235,  2249,  2250,  2251,  2252,  2253 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 2360, 

2361,  2362,  2363,  2364 
Justices ''courts — see  District  of  Columbia. 

K. 

Kalbfleisch,  Martin,  a  Representative  from  Nesv 

York 6,  595,  825,  836,  978,  991, 

1290,  1291,  1794,  1795,  1909, 1939,2250, 
2433,  2526,  272,'>,  2749,  2893,  ^430,  3431 


Kalbfleisch,  Martin,  a  Representative  from  NeW 
York —  Continued. 
remarks  on  freed  men 's  affairs ,  190,566, 572,  760 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1340, 

1.341,  1342,  1391,  1392,  1401,  1410,  1681 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405),  1761, 1815, 

1818, 1822,1824, 1904, 1905, 1907, 1912, 1915 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  temporarily  the 

duties  on  imports 1856 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery. ..2945, 2995 
remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3394, 

3396, 3397 

KasBon,  John  A.,  a  Representative  from  Iowa, 

21,    39,   87,  233,   495,   623,   659,   707, 

826,  991,  1261,  1386,  1387,  1426,  1532, 

1545,  1814,  2215,  2265,  2273,  2386,  3239 

resolutions  by 39,  410,  659,  991,  1532 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  35) 70 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 73 

remarks  on  Post  Oflice  appropriation  bill. ..Ill 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  expenses 169,  172 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 272,  283, 

284,  286,  288,  663,  664,  665,  666, 
690,  691,  693,  708,  778,  920,  933 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  150) 337, 

355,  356,  357,  976 
remarks  on  the  conscription  bill,  479,  552,  598 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 707, 

737,  738,  995 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill,  811,  826 

remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation  bill, 

1019,1021,2432 

remarks  on   the  bill  extending  the  franking 

privilege 1118,  1119 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1271,  1272, 

1273,  1374,  1376,  1380,  1391,  1392,  1394 
remarks  on  the  District  penitentiary  bill,  1492 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  service  to 

Brazil 1656,  1657,  1658 

remarks  on  the  protection  of  the  mineral  lands, 

1696,  1860 
remarks  on  the  resolution  temporarily  increas- 
ing the  duties  on  imports 1855,  1859 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1732, 

1733,  1755,  1757,  1758,  1760,  1761, 
1786,  1787,  1788,  1789,  1790,  1791, 
1815,  1816,  1818,  1820, 1821,  1822,  1823, 
1824,  1833,  1835, 1837, 1838,  1839,  1849, 
1850,  1852,  1853, 1854, 1878,  1882,  1883, 
1902, 1903,  1904,  1907, 1908,  1911,  1912, 
1913,  1914,  1915,  1916,  1934,  1938,  2998 

remarks  on  the  coinage  bill 1763 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  grant 1887 

remarks  on  consular  and  diplomatic  bill,  2215, 

2216,  2217,  2227,  2228,  2232, 

2789,2790,2791,  2792,  2793 

remarks  on  northern  Pacific  railroad  bill,  2292 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2743, 

2744,2747,2749,2750 
Keenan,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  represent- 
atives of 1495 

(See  Account.) 
Kelley,  William  D.,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  6, 

108,  150,  171,  190,  213,  258^763,  772, 
1097,  1290,  1429, 1695, 1734,  2170,  2290, 
2367,2771,  2882,  3082,  3084,  3436,  3537 

resolutions  by 258,  1097,  2290 

remarks  on  the  Louisiana  election  (case  of  A. 

P.  Field) 6,  412 

remarks  on  deficiency  bi]l  (No.  14) 74 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 

129,  130,  132 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No .  122) ,  269, 270, 307 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 475, 

548,549,598,599,600 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  election 683,  684 

remarks  on  freedmen's  affairs 772 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill. ..828,  830 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 1145 

remarkson  the  Army  appropriation  bill...  1221, 

1222,  1224,  1993, 1996,  1998,  2473 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  W. 

Hubbell 133S,  1348 

remarks  on  the  steam  fire  engine  bill 1472 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1511, 

1512,  1513,  1601 

remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 1980,  2078 

remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation   bill, 

2433,  2434 

r.-m:\rks  on  the  tariff  bill 2684,  2747,  2748 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery .2983 
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Kelloo;^,    Francis    W.,   a   Representntive   from 

Micliiirnn 21,  117, 149,  189,  219, 

427,  434,  530,  805.  974,  998,  1289,1387, 
1426,  1515,  1652,21.J7,2481,  2579,2586, 
2741,  2776,  2818,  3077,3142,  3143,  3,357 

resolutions  by 219,  427,  1426 

remarks  on  ihe  currency  bill... 1273, 1353, 1390 
remarks  on  ihe  New  Jersey  railroads  bill,  1761, 

1762 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..1819, 1935 
remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty — see  Appen- 
dix, 
remarks  on  the  resolution  increasing  the  duties 

on  imports 1856 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2744 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill... .2939, 

3106,  3109 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2954 

remarks  on  con.seription  bill,  3146,  3317,  3322 
Kellnjrjr,  Mary,  bill  for  relief  of,  3139, 3397,  3399 
Kellngg,  Orlando,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 46, 

164,  218, 313,  467,  430,  496, 622, 2385, 2936 

resolutions  by 218,  313,  467,  496 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 531, 

574,  575,  577,  578,  622 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..1825, 1826 

remark.s  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2618 

Kendall,  B.  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  estate 

of. 1694,  2033,  3397 

Kennedy,  Joseph  C.  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  940, 

2272, 3471 

Kentucky  election,  case  of  John  H.  McHenry, 

contesting  the  seat  of  George  H.  Yeaman,  21, 

37,  70, 99, 2265, 2509, 2527, 2579, 2690, 2715 

remarks  on  tlic,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 2538 

Mr.  Anderson....' 2585 

Mr.  Cravens 2536 

Mr.  Dawes 2538,  2715 

Mr.  Dawson 2716 

Mr.  Grinncll 2582,  2715 

Mr,  Harding 2538,  2579 

Mr.  Mallory 2537,2539,  2585 

Mr.  McHenry  (contestant) 2528, 

2530,  2535,  2536,  2582 

Mr.  Myers,  A 2535 

Mr.  Price 2579,  2585 

Mr.  Smith 2535,  2538,  2539,  2.540,  2541 

Mr.  Smithors 2509,  2527,  2538,  2.585 

Mr.  Voorhees 2534,  2,535,  2536,  2,5.37 

Mr,  Wads  worth 2.534, 

2535,  2539,  2540,  2690 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 2538, 

2715,  2716 

Mr.  Webster 2585 

Mr.  Wilson 2715 

Mr.  Yeaman 2530,  2535,  2536,  2538, 

2539,  2541,  2579,  2580,  2582,  2584,  2585 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2585,  2716 

Kernan,    Francis,   a   Representative  from   New 

York 878,  893,  940, 1009,  1195,  1218, 

1251,  1407,  1547,  1673,  1796,  18.57,  1885, 
1886,  1887, 1967,  2056,  2213,  22G4,  2289, 
2363,  2427,  2428,  2470,  2694,  2695,  3060, 
3430,  3431,  3468,  3530,  3535,  S.'SSG,  3,537 

resolutions  by 1009,  1251,  1673 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 74 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill,  133 
remarks   on   the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of 

Claims 166 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 185, 

264,  502,  503 
remarks  on  deficiency  bill   (No.  156),  355,  356 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 398, 

399,    531,    5.32,   548,   549,   578, 
603,  604,  3282,  3283,  3284,  3434 

remarks  on  the  Louisiana  clcctidn 411,  412 

remarks  on  the  saleof  surplus  gold 1099, 

1144,  1146,  1147,  1152 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  drop  uncinployed  gen- 
eral officers 997,  998,  1148,  1149,  M51, 

1152,  11.5-;J,  1154,  2235,  2236,  2237,  2238 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  J220, 

1221,  1223,  1224,  -1225 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1271 , 

1410,  1412,  14.52 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  395). ..1680, 

1681,2447,2448.2449,2450 

remarks  on  the  revenuf  bill  (No.  405)... .1755, 

1756,     1760,     1761,     1821,    1835,    18:!6, 

1840,  ]H1H,  IH49,  |f^79,  IRHO,  bSHj,  1883, 

J905,  1917,  1934,  1935,  J936,  19.37,  19.38, 

1941,  2997,  2998,  2999,  3018,  3024,  3277 


Kernan,   Fr.nncis,  a  Representative  from  New 
York — Continued. 
remarks  on  the  government  of  the   rebellious 

States 2067,  2068,  2069 

remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill,  2434 
remarks  on   the  bill  to  incorporate  the  News- 
boys' Home 2452,  2453 

remarks  on  the  tariff"  bill 27L8 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3183, 

3184,  3186,  3187,  3209,  3216 

Kilgore,  James  E.»  executor,  claim  of. 2271 

King,  Austin  A.,  aReprcsciitative  from  Missouri, 
261,  399,  426,  594,  659,  785,  798,  805,  893, 
909,  1407,  2057,  2139,   2207,   2773,   2774 

resolutions  by 399,  426,  659 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  35),  69,  89,  90 

remarks  on  Pennsylvania  war  clairns 168, 

2132,  2133,  2134 
remarks  on  the  conscription  bill,  601,  602,  687 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union 805 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

jof  the  Court  of  Claims 915 

remarks  on  the  bill  (No.  63)  relating  to  claims 

against  the  Government 925,  926 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..1906,  1908 
remarks   on    the   claims   of    the    Kansas    In- 
dians  2031,2032 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ..2060, 

2061,  2062 
remarks  on  granting  homesteads  on  forfeited 

estates 2233 

remarks   on  the  Missouri  election  (Birch  and 

King) 2640,  2645,  2646,  2650 

remarks  on  the  repeal   of  the   fugitive    slave 

laws 2911 

Kinney,  John  F.,  a  Delegate  from  Utah 40, 

196,  332,  .526,  659,971,996, 
1166,  1168,2291,  2426,  3104 

resolutions  by 40,  659,  2291,  2426,  3104 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 372, 

373,  374 

remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation  bill, 

1041,  1042,  1061 

remarks  on  Utah  affairs 1170 

remarkson  Indianappropriation  bill, 2340, 2341 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3110 

Knapp,  Anthony,  a    Representative    from    Illi- 
nois  149,  571,  825,  1289,  1291, 

1292, 1589,  1964,  2138,  2265,  2894,  3357 

remarks  on  freedmcn's  affairs 571,  888 

(See  Appendix.) 
Knox,  Samuel  T.,  a  Representative  from  Mis- 
souri  2996 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election 1058 


Lady  Walton,  bill   to  change  the  name  of  the 

steamer 874 

La  Manche,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of 

the  French  ship 1118,  1216,  1220 

Land  district — see  Washington. 
Lander,  J.  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of... .3143,  3470 
Landlord  and  tenants — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Land  Office,  bill  relating  to  appeals  from  the  de- 
cisions of  tho  General 1660 

bill  (S.  No.  278)  prescribingthe  terms  on  which 
exemplifications  shall  be  furnished    by  the 

General 3018,  3427,  3515 

Latham,  O.  B.  &  0.  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,2271 
Law,  John,  a  Representative  from  Indiana,  45,  94, 
196,  805,  895,  949,  970,  1010,  1036,  1061, 
1099,  1251,  1406,  2323,  2333,  2787,  3311 
resolutions  by,  196,940,  1010,  2333,  2787,  3311 
remarks  relating  to  the  revolutionary  pension- 
ers  - 939 

remarkson  the  currency  bill 1390 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ...1761, 

1789,  18.33 

remarkson  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3111 

remarks  on  western  navy-yard  bill,  3249,3250 

speech  on  the  state  of  the  Union 3474 

Lawrence,  joint  resolution  for  the  appointment  of 
three  commissioners  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  losses  sustained  by  the  burning  and  sack- 
ing of  the  city  of,  and  the  towns  of  Olathe, 
Shawnee,  Aubey,  and  Humboldt,  in  the  State 
.        of  Kansas,  by  guerrillas  under  Q.uantrcll  and 

others 149 

Lazear,  Jesse,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania...127,  259, 1972,  2359,2586,  2910,3.5.34 

resolnlions  by 259,  2586 

Leave  of  aljsencc  granted 164, 

.238,  622  825,  909,  941,  98],  1129,   1142, 
1219,    1226,    1236,    1251,    1262,    J26G, 


Leave  of  absence  granted — Conlimtcd. 

1293,  1324,  1335, 1346,  1370,  1371, 1453, 

1577,  1651,  1698,  1715,  1734,  1755,  1761, 

1814,  1827,  2030,  2132,  219G,  2298,  2427, 

2541,  2613,  2717,  2750,  3014,  3060,  3243, 

3244,  3400,  3406,  3436,  3464,  3469,  3533 

Le   Blond,  Francis    C,  a    Representative    from 

Ohio,  196,  259,  2030,  2578,  2646,  2771,  3060, 

3083,  3140,  3406,  3462,  3516,  3.537,  3538 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylvania 

war  claims 2138 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2747,  2748,  3313 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 

Sawyer  and  others 3240 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3432, 

3434,  34,35,  3462 

Leddy,  Hugh,  bill  for  the  relief  of... .  1494,  2272 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses,  bill 

(No.  192)  making  appropriations  for  the,  of 

the  Government  for  the   year  ending  30ih 

June,  1865 410,  1013, 

1017,  1041,  1061,  1760,  1761,  2391,  2448, 
2611,  3016,  3018,  3078,  3107,  3141,  3214 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1021,  1042,  3017 

Mr.  Beaman 2431 

Mr.  Blaine 2433,  3017 

Mr.  Brooks 1017,  1018,  1042,  1043 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin,  1019, 1020,2431 

Mr.  Clay 1020,  1021 

Mr.  Cox 1022,  2433,  2434 

Mr.  Daily 1043,   1044 

Mr.  Dawes 1041 

Mr.  Fenton 3017 

Mr.  Frank -3017 

Mr.  Garfield 2433 

Mr.  Grinnell 1021,  1041,  1043,  1044 

Mr.  Hale 1041,  1043 

Mr.  Herrick 2434 

Mr.  Holman 1018, 

1019,1041,  1042,  1043,2428,  2431, 
24.32,  2433,2434,  3016,  3017,  3018 

Mr.  Kalbfleisch 2433 

Mr.  Kasson 1019,  1021,  24.32 

Mr.  Kelley 2433,  3434 

Mr.  Kernan 2434 

Mr.  Kinney 1041, 1042, 1061 

Mr.  Morrill 1018, 

1019,  1021,  1022,  1041,  1761 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio 2431 

Mr.  Nelson 2433 

Mr.  Orth 1041 

Mr.  Pendleton 2428, 

24.34,  2435,  2611,  3016,  3017,  3018,  3141 

Mr.  Price 1043 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Maine 1043 

Mr.  Spalding 1042 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  York 2431 

Mr.  Stevens 1017,  1018,  1019,  1020, 

1021,1041,1042,1043,  1044,  1061.2391, 
2428,  2431,  2432,  2434,  3016,  3017,  3018 

Mr.  Sweat 1041 

Mr.  Thayer..  1019,  1020 

Mr.  Upson 3018 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois %.  .24.33 

Mr.  Webster 1043 

yeas  and  nayson  the 1061,  2434,  3018 

Leppien,  Elizabeth  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .3423 
Levy  court — see  District  of  Cohimbia. 

Library,  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 18 

Lieutenant  General — see  Jlrmy. 
Limitation  of  action — see  Action. 
Limitations — see  hulirlment. 

Lindsay,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of 311;} 

Littlcjohn,  De  Witt  C,  a   Represenmiive  from 

New  York 2238,  2809,  2920,  3463 

communication  from 59  1 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty 2505 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3311,  3312 

Loan,   Benjamin,  a    Representative  from    Mis- 
souri  38, 

189,  190,  29^7,  303,  806,  970,  971,  1009. 
1261,  2069,  2936,  3180,  3400,  3424,  3469 

resolutions  by 189,  ]009 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory .594, 

595,  2360 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 21.58, 

2166,  2187,  2197,  2210,  2211,  2213,  2360 
Loan — SCO  Rei'enne. 

Long,  Alixrtiulir,  n   Representative  from  Ohio, 
184,  .331,  426,  878,  1359,  2132,  2426 

resolutions  by 878 

remarks  on  cale  of  burplus  gold. ..731,  733,  740 
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Long,  Alexander,  a  Representative  from  Ohio — 
Continued. 
remarks  on  state  of  the  Union,  1499, 1504, 1505 

resolution  for  the  censure  of 1593 

remarks  on  resolution  for  his  expulsion,  1517, 
1630,  1632,  1633 

resolution  for  the  expulsion  of. ]505, 

1533,  1577,  1618 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1513,  1625,  1630 

Mr.  Allen,  W.  J 1551,  1581,  16.34 

Mr.  Allison 1507 

Mr.  Ancona 1591,  1G30,  1634 

Mr.  Ashley 1535 

Mr.  Beaman 1593 

Mr.  Bliss 1517,  1533 

Mr.  Boutwell,  1535, 1585, 1591, 1599,  1600 

Mr.  Broomall 15J7,  1593,  1625 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 1531, 

1533,  1589,  1593 

Mr.  Chanler 1630 

Mr.  Colfax 1505,  1507,  1509, 

1510,  151.5,  1516,  1517,  1518,  1544, 
1545, 1552,  1578,  1584,  1588,  1589, 
1601,  1600,  1624,  1625,  1626,  1627, 
1628,  1630,  1632,  1633,  1634,  1635 

Mr.  Cox 1506, 

1507, 1508, 1509,  1510,  1512,  1514,  1534, 
1535,1544,1.545,  1.582,  1584,  1589,  1625, 
1626,  1628,  1630,  1632,  1633,  1634,  1635 

Mr.  Cravens ; 1589,  1601 

Mr.  Creswell 1622 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 1545, 

1549,  1551,  1625 

Mr.  Dawes .1627 

Mr.  Dawson 1512,  1630 

Mr.  Dumont 1554 

Mr.  Eckley 1634 

Mr.  Eden 1514 

Mr.  Eldrid^e 15.57, 

1577,  1578,  1589,  1591,  1593,  1600, 
160],  1602,  1606,  1625,  1630,  1634 

Fenton 1589,  1625,  1626,  1634 

Finck 1552 

Mr.  Ganson 1.589 

Mr.  Garfield 1507, 

1508,  1509,  1514,  1515,  1541,  1543,  1586 

Mr.  Grider 1514 

Mr.  Grinnell 1582, 

1584,  1591,  1599,  1600,  1601,  1602,  1616 

Mr.  Harrington 1545, 

1589,  1.590,  1591,  1600,  1602 

Mr.  Harris,  of  Maryland 1515, 

1516,  1545,  1601,  1625 

Mr.  Higby •. 1545 

Mr.  Holman 1514,  1545,  1557, 

1589,  1591,  1593,  1599,  1601,  1634,  1635 

Mr.  Hooper 1626 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Iowa 1625,  1634 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Pennsylvania,  1512, 1601 

Mr.  Julian 1510 

Mr.  Kaason 1545 

Mr.  Kelley 1511,  1512,  1513,  1601 

Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan 1515 

Mr.  Kernan 1547 

Mr.  Knapp 1589 

Mr.  Long 1517,  1630,  1632,  1633 

Mr.  Mallory 1515,  1626,  1627 

Mr.  McKinney 1630 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania... 1512,  1513 

Mr.  Morrill....'.. 1545 

Mr.  Morris,  of  New  York 1541 

Mr.  Myers,  A 1587 

Mr.  Nelson ].545 

Mr.  Noble 1.589 

Mr.  Norton 1601,  1625 

Mr.  Orth 1543,  1544, 1545,  1590 

Mr.  Patterson 1536 

Mr.  Pendleton 1545, 

1584,  1586,  1624,  1625,  1626 

Mr.  Price 1545 

Mr.  Robinson ■ 1.543 

Mr.  Rogers 1606, 1618,  1627,  1628 

Mr.  Rollins,  of  Missouri,  1602,1606,1628 

Mr.  Ross 1C25 

Mr.  Schenck... 1.537, 1543, 1545,  1.5.52, 1633 

Mr.  Smith 1580, 

1581,  ],582,  1584,  1.589,  1593,  1601,  1632 

Mr.  Spalding 1536,  1,537,  1.544,  1580 

Mr.  Stevens 1534,  1634 

Mr.  Thayer 1507 

Mr.  Upson I545 

Mr.  Voorhers 1540, 

1541,  1542,  1543,  1544,  1582,  1634 


Long,  Alexander,   a  Representative  from  Ohio, 
resolution  for  the  expulsion  of — Conlinued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1507, 

1510,  1517,  1533,  1544,  1552,  1586 

Mr.  Whaley 1545,  1554 

Mr.  White,  C.  A 1545 

Mr.  Wilson 1534 

Mr.  Windom 1625 

Mr.  Winfield 1596 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 1517, 

1535,  1537,  1538,  1627 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1626,  1634,  J635 

Longyear,  John  W.,  a  Representative  from  Mich- 
igan  39,  173,  189,  319,  33J, 

427,  970,  972,  1061,  1062,  1453,  2362 

resolutions  by 39,  189 

remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellions 

States 2011 

Lovejoy,  Owen,  a  Representative  from  Illinois, 
4,  6,  8,  9,  10,  11,  13,  14,  15,  20,  21, 
22, 23,  35,  38,  39,  45,  46,  47,  70,.71, 
87,  88,  94,  150,  232,  233,  261,  273, 
877, 878, 927, 941, 942, 993, 995,  1061 

resolutions  by 6,  23,  35,  233,  282 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  the   President's 

message 34 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 72,  73 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims ". 167 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  expenses 171 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 217, 

218,  268,  270,  271,  272,  282,  284, 
285,  286,  287,  662,  892,  893,  939 

death  of,  announced ^ 1326 

Lowrey,  Jacob  S.,  and  Goorge  A.  Gray,'  bill  for 

the  relief  of. 331,  623,  758,  2273 

Lunatics — see  District  of  Columbia. 

Lyon,  Emily  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1531, 

2273,  2386 

M. 

Magnet,  bill  changing  the  name  of  steamer,  3423 

Mail,  bill  to  establish  a  daily,  from  FortBridger, 

in  Utah   Territory,  to  Dalles  City,  in  the 

State  of  Oregon 149 

Mail  Company,  Overland,  jointresokition  (H.  R. 
No.  93)   to  authorize   the  Postmastfjr  Gen- 
eral to  extend  the  contract  with  the.. ..2935, 
2936,  3016,  3021,  3077,  3080,  3404,  3423 
Mail  facilities — see  JVew  Mexico. 
Mails,  bill   (H.  R.  No.  143)   to  amend  the  law 
prescribing  the   articles  to  be  admitted  into 
the,  of  the  United  States. ..233, 299,  303,  313 
bill  to  secure  the  speedy  transportation  of  the, 
332,  624,  1658 
bill  providing  for  carrying  the,  from   the   Uni- 
ted States  to  foreign  poits 233, 

941,  970,  1189,  1191,  1243,  1254,  1287 

bill  (S.  No.  194)  to   authorize   the   Postmaster 

General  to  contract  with   the  Overland  Mail 

Company  for  carrying  the 1395 

Mail  s'teamship  service,  bill  authorizing  the  es- 
tablishment of  ocean,    between  the   United 

States  and  Brazil 939, 

16.53,  1657,  2476,  2508,  2578 
Mallory,   Robert,  a  Representative  from   Ken- 
tucky  7, 

8,  11, 13,  20,  23,  33, 39,  46,  527,  571 ,  625, 
626,  7.32, 772,  846, 852,  879, 895, 927 , 972, 
991,  1036,  1098,  1099,  1143,  1166,  1167, 
1218,  1222,  1349,  1394,  1429,  1475,1515, 
1517,  1518,  1698,2426,2450,2542,2578, 
2579,  2611,  2612,  2613,  2722,  2726,  2743, 
2771,  2882,  2892,  2894,  3054.  3103, 3104, 
3139,  3178,  3179,  3241,  3242,  3310,  3390 

resolutions  by 20,23,972,991,  1698,  3241 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims 165 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 287, 

665,  693, 920 
remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election,  339, 340, 341 
remarks  on  the  conscription  bill. ..530,'534,  535, 
580,  599,  601,  603,  627,  628,  629,  772, 
836,  3144,  3145,  .3272,  3273,  3274, 
3275,  3278,  3279,  3280,  .3281,  3321, 
3354,   .3355,  3465,  3466,    3467,    346»f 

remarks  on  the  Louisiana  election 546,547 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  election 682 

remarks  on  freedmcn's  affairs. ...571,  895,  909 

remarks  on  deficiency-bill  (No.  156) 976, 

977,978,  979 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  bridges  over  the 
Ohio .". 1037  1 


Mallo-ry,  Robert,  a  Representative  from  Ohio — 
Continued. 
remarks  on  purchasing  the  Annals  of  Congress, 

1093,  1193 
remarks  on  the  MassachuKctts  election...  1119, 

1120,  1121 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1341, 

1390,1413,1415 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  bridges  ovei  lUt: 

Ohio 1425,1426,  1734,  17.35, 173f) 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long..;1515, 

1626,  1G27 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  service  io 

Brazil 16.53,165a 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  for  the  published 

debates 1783,  1784 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1820, 

1823,  1824,  1834,  1835,  1837 
remarks  on  the  charges  against  Mr.  Blair,  1831 
remarks  on  granting  homesteads  on  forfeited 

estates 2233,  2250,  2251 

.  remarks  on  the  discharge  of  unemployed  gen- 
erals  2236,2237 

remarks  on  the  bill  forthe  relief  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Mutual  Insurance  Company. ..2268,  2269 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 2360, 

2361,  2362,  2363,  2364 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  News- 
boys' Home 2452 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2612, 

2613,  2981,  2982 
remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election  (McHenry 

and  Yeaman) 2539,2585,  2937 

remarks  on  the  registration  of  voters 2608 

remarks  on  the  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee 

railroad  bill 2610 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Birch  and 

King) 2881 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2677, 

2681,  2718,  2719,  2721,  2722,  2750 
remarks    on    the   repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 

laws 2774,2775 

remarks  on   the  bill  to  provide  for  claims  for 

rebellion  losses 3058,  3059,  3080 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Ericsson  con- 
tract  3081 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3107, 
3111,  3114,  3115,  3396,  3397,  3400,  3402 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3183,  3184,  3185 

remarks  on  western  navy-yard  bill,  3248,  3249 

Manufactures,  the  Committee  on 18 

reports  from  the 1495 

Marcy,  Daniel,  a  Representative  from  New  Hamp- 
shire  134,  480,  1236,  1824,  3525 

resolutions  by 480 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 217 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slaveiy 2950 

Marine  hospital,  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  sell  the,  at  Chicago,  and 

to  select  a  new  site  theref()r 2526, 

2723,  2939,  2947,  3141 
Marine  hospitals — see  J^avy-Yard. 
Marshal— see  Fees. 
M u r.s h al s — ;Ree  Compensation . 
Marvin,  James  M.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 3394 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 3026 

Masonic  Hall — see  District  of  Cohmibia. 
Massachusetts  and  Maine — see  Jiccounts. 
Massachusetts  contested  election,  case  of  John 
S.  Sleeper,  contesting  the  seat  of  Alexander 

H.  Rice 35,708,942,972,991,  1119 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Dawes 35, 

708,  942,  943,  949,  1119,  1120,  1121 

Mr.  Mallory 1119, 1120,  1121 

Mr.  Morrill 1120 

Mr.  Pike 1120 

Mr.  Schenck 1120 

Mr.  Sleeper,  (contestant) 945 

Mr.  Smithers 1121 

Mr.  Spalding.... 112] 

Mr.  Stevens 1119,  1120,  1121 

Matchett,  W.  B.,  bill  forthe  relief  of.. .940, 3141 
joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  110)  to  declare  the 
construction  of  a  joint  resolution  forthe  re- 
lief of 3239,3272,3280,33.52 

Matrons — see   Compensation. 

McBriile,  John  R.,  a  Representative    from  Ore- 
gon  40,  44,  149,  426,  624,  059, 

1096,  1118,  1226,  1236,  1448,  1855,  2032, 

2034,  2056,  2132,  2333,  2339,  2358,  2385, 

2510,  2995,  3061,  30.^0,  3406,  3436,  S.'i.lS 

resolutions  by 40,  -14,  410,  659,  1448,  35.35 
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INDEX  TO 


McBride,  Joliii  R.,  a  Representative  from  Ore- 
gon—  Continued. 

remuiks  on  tlie  state  of  the  Union 715 

remaiksonihe  civil  appropriation  bill 3110 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  branch  mint 

in  Oregon 3525,3527 

McCloskey,  John  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. ..259 
McClurg,  Joseph    W.,   a   Representative    from 

iVlissouri 38,  45,  426,  806,  909,  1251 

resolutions  by 45,  426 

rerrfarks-on  deficiency  bill 38,  88,  90,  233 

remarks  on  Missouri  politics 1013, 

1016,  1017,  1006 

remarks  on  the  charges  against  Mr.  Blair,  1016, 

1017,  1251,  1252,  1253,  1832 

McConnell,  John  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .2271, 

2273,  2387,  3535,  3537 

McCulloch,  J.  H.,  joint  resolution   to  refer  the 

case  of,  to  the  Court  of  Claims 1494 

McDowell,  James  F.,a  Representative  from  In- 
diana  190,  332,  1190 

resolutions  by 332 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union 783 

McHenry,  Jolin   H.,  a  contesting  Re^'iesenta- 
tive  from   Kentucky,  remarks  on  the  Ken- 
tucky election.. 2528,  2530,  2535,  2536,  2582 
Mclndoe,    Waller   D.,    a    lleprcsentalive    from 

■Wisconsin 258,  427,  707,  1532,  1577, 

1695,  2032,  2034,  2108,  2188,  2291,  3077 

resolutions  by 427 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2341, 

2342 
McKinney,    John    F.,   a    Representative    from 

Ohio ; 972,  1396, 

1407,  1532,  1630,  2000,  2909,  3103,  3354 
McKenzie,   Lewis,    remarks    on    the    Virginia 

election 847,  849 

McLean,  Nathaniel,  and   others,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of. 313,758,759,3397,3427,3464 

Meade,  Major  General  George  G.— see  Thanks. 
Means,  Elizabeth  P. ,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  874, 2787 
Medical  corps — see  Army. 

Members  of  Congress,  bill  (S.  No.  28)  relating 
to,  heads  of  Departments,  and  other  officers 

of  the  Government 714,  2773 

(See  Election.) 
Mercantile  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  bill 

for  the  relief  of. 1096 

Mercantile  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New 

York,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2266,  2269 

Mexico,  joint  resolution  relative  to  our  relations 

wi-th 1408,  1426,-2427,  2475 

Midiie,  JohnW.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1142, 

2271,  2273,  3535,  3536 
Middleton,  George,  a  Representative  from  New 

Jersey 2264 

Mileage,  the  Committee  on 18 

Military  Academy,  joint  resolution  (No.  58)  in 
relation  to  the  professors  in   the,  at  West 

^Point 3423,3464 

(See  Jlppropriations.) 

Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on 18,  303 

instructions  to 21 

22,  23,  39,  40,  70,  92,  95,  110,  117,  15o| 
151,  189,  190,  196,  218,234,259,  260,  261, 
282,  308,  411,  426,  427,  467,  496,  528,  659, 
743,  843,  888,  909,  972,  1010,  1098,  1217, 
1236,  1349,  1387,  1406,  1427,  1673,  1696, 
1792,  1848,  2333,  2476,  3014,  3207,  3524 

report"!  from .' 70  94 

109,  233,  259,  333,  334,  426,  574,  740,759! 
805,  843,  844,  845,  941,  996,  998,  1010, 
1011,  1012,  13,36,  1.346,  1964,  2056,  2333, 
2.391,  2.'->78,2.')86,  2771,  2908,  3138,  3139, 
3140,  3141,  3143,  3243,. 3430,  3464,  3465 

adverse  reports  from 426, 

1286,  31.39,  3140,  3142,  3143 
dischargrd  from  Huljjt'cts,  I<)0,  313,  757,  998 
1011,  I2G2, 13.36,  L-i31, 3138,  3139,  3140,  3143 
Militfiry  g.^vernmenis,  bill  to  providefor  theestab- 
lishment  of  provisional,  over  the  district  of 
country  declared  by  the  President's  procla- 
mation to  be  in  rebellion  against  the  Govern- 
njent  of  the  United  States  and  to  authorize 
the  loyal  citizens  thereof  to  organize  State 

governmenta  republican  in  forni 45,  70 

Military  Justice,  bill  to  catabli'sh  a  f3ureau  of,  40,< 
70,  94,  1012,  1818,  1854,  35.33 
.Military  posts — see  Idaho. 

Military  road,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
«  President  to   construct  a,  from   Rolln,  Mi.s- 

Houri.  to  Springfield,  Missouri 2638 

(Sf(-  A>i»  Ahxir.n;    Utah;    Waihinglon;    Colo- 
ladvj  Pul/lic  Lands.) 


Military  service — see  Army;  Bounty  Lands;  JsTaval 
Service. 

Militia,  the  Committee  on  the 18 

Militia,  bill  to  provide  for  paying  the  expenses 
of  enrolling  and  drafting  the,  in  the  State  of 

Indiana  in  the  year  1862 149 

bill    to  reimburse    the    State  of  Pennsylvania 
for  expenses  in  calling  out  the,  of  said  State 

during  the  recent  invasion 151,  168, 

188,189,1793,2132,2137,2155 
bill  reimbursing  the  State  of  Kansas  for  ex- 
penses actually  incurred  in  calling  out,  sub- 
sisting, and  paying  the,  of  the  State  of  Kansas 
to  repel  invasion  during  the  present  rebellion, 

659 

bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  second 

regiment  of  the  third  brigade  Ohio  volunteer, 

during  the  time  they  were  mustered  into  the 

service  of  the  United  States 940, 

2272,  2385,  2741,  2750,  2856 
bill  for  the  enrollment,  organization,  and  ser- 
vice of  certain  persons  of  African  descent  in 

the,  of  the  several  States 2289 

(See  Bounty.) 

Miller,  Morris  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 3142, 

3214,  3218 
Miller,  Samuel  F.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 21,  480, 

785,  940,  941,  1098,  1253,  2716,  3112 

resolutions  by 21,  1098,  3112 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 532 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1376 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405),  1833,  1839 
remarks  on  the   bill  granting  homesteads  on 

forfeited  estates 2108 

Miller,  William  H.,a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  14,  19,  71,  258,  259,  261,  527, 

687,  805,  844,  942,  981,  995,  1097,  1150, 
1151,  1195, 1651,  1767, 1943,2155,  2263, 
2361,  2363,  2388,  2910,  2911,  3309,  3537 

resolutions  by 71,  259,  1097 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122)... 272, 287, 692 

remarks  on  conscription  bill 398, 

533,601,602,3282,3283 
remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  1224,1225 
remarks  on  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long,  1512, 1513 
remarks  on   the  bill  to  provide   for  Pennsyl- 
vania war  claims 1801,  1802,  2155 

remarks  on  the  charges  against  the  Treasury 

Department 1968,  1969 

Mills,  Rachel,  bill  granting  pension  to,  2717,3421 
Minerals — see  Public  Lands. 
Mint,  bill  (No.  185)  to  establish  a  branch  of  the, 
of  the  United  States  at  Dalles  City  in   the 

State  of  Oregon 1999,  2132,  3525,  3533 

bill  (No.  176)  authorizing  the  erection  of  build- 
ings for  the  branch,  at  San  Francisco,  2207, 
2322,  2338,  3470 
(See  J<revada;  Idaho.) 
Missouri,  bill  to  refund  certain  amounts  due  the 

State  of. 659 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fourth 

congressional  district  of. 659 

bill  to  indemnify  the  State  of,  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  defense  of  the  United  Stales. ..1336 
Missouri  election — 

case  of  John  P.  Bruce,  contesting  the  seat  of 
Benjamin  Loan,  from  the  seventh  congres- 
sional district 15,  18, 

37,  1491,  1943,  2132,  2139,  2155,  2157, 
2185,  2194,  2196,  2207,  2238,  22G9,  2359 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Ashley 2166,2212,  2213 

Mr.  Baxter 2188,  2238,  2270 

Mr.  Bluir,  of  West  Virginia 2270 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin ,  2189, 2196, 2207 

Mr.  Bruce,  (contestant) 2165, 

2166,  2186,  2187,  2188,  2189, 
2197,  2207,  2208,  2212,  2213 

Mr.  Cox 2166 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 2168, 

2188,  2189,  2193 

Mr.  Dawes 2164,  2165, 

2166,  2167,  2168,  2169,  2270,  2359 

Mr.  Eldridge 2212 

Mr.  Eliot 2168,  2185,  2186,  2187,  2211 

Mr.  Fenton 2195 

Mr.  Gannon 2132,2139,2155, 

2156,  2157,  2158,  2164,  2166,  2270 

Mr.  Garfield 2195 

Mr.  Grinnell...; 2166,  2208 

Mr.  Hale 2270 

Mr.  Mams,  of  Mary  land,  2193, 2194, 2195 
Mr.  Iligby 2166 


Missouri  election,  case  of  John  P.  Bruce,  con- 
testing the  seat  of  Benjamin  Loan,  from  the 
seventh  congressional  district — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Pennsylvania 2194 

Mr.  Kernan 2213 

Mr.  Loan 2158, 

2166,  2187,  2197,  2210,  2211,  2213,  2360 

Mr.  Myers,  A 2270 

Mr.  Myers,  L 2193,  2196 

Mr.  Noble 2195 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania,  2189,  2194 

Mr.  Rollins,  of  Missouri 2166 

Mr.  Schenck 2195,  2196 

Mr.  Sloan 2194 

Mr.  Smith 2195,  2197 

Mr.  Smithers 2163, 

2164,  2165,  2166,  2167,  2168,  2169,  2270 

Mr.  Spalding 2270 

Mr.  Stevens 2166,  2269,  2270 

Mr.  Upson 2159, 

2187,  2195,  2214,  2269,  2270 

Mr.  Voorhees 2167,  2168,  2270 

Mr.  Whaley 2169 

Mr.  Wilson 2169 

Mr.  Woodbridge 2270 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2214 

case  of  Samuel  T.  Knox,  contesting  the  seat 
of  Francis  P.  Blair 37, 

1058,  2155,  2476,  2650,  2671,  2854,  2856 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C ." 2861 

Mr.  Bennet 1060 

Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri. ...1058,  1059,  1060 

Mr.  Broomall 2855 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 2855, 

2856,  2857,  2858,  2860,  2861 

.Mr.  Cox 1059,  1060 

Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York 1060 

Mr.  Dawes 1058, 

1059,  1060,  2155,  2476,  2650,  2671, 
2854,  2855,  2856,  2857,  2859,  2860,  2861 

Mr.  Dumont 1059,  1060 

Mr.  Eldridge 2858,  2859 

Mr.  Ganson 1059, 

2671,  2855,  2857,  2858,  2859,  2861 

Mr.  Hale 2855 

Mr.  Holman 2861 

Mr.  Knox,  (contestant) 1058 

Mr.  Morris,  of  New  York  1059 

Mr.  Stevens 1058,  1059,  1060 

Mr.  Upson 1058, 1059,  2855,  2858 

Mr.  Wilson 1059 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2855,  2861 

case  of  James  H.  Birch,  contesting  the  seat  of 
Austin  A.  King 37, 

2639,  2650,  2690,  2715,  2881 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Dawes 2639, 

2640,  2645,  2646,  2650,  2881 
Mr.  Birch,  (contestant). ..2639,  2640,  2645 

Mr.  Blaine 2645 

Mr.  Eldridge 2645,  2646 

Mr.  Farnsworih 2645, 

2646,  2650,  2881,  2882 

Mr.  Grinnell 2640 

Mr.  Harrington 2646 

Mr.  Holman,  2640,  2645,  2646,  2690,  2881 

Mr.  King 2640,  2645,  2646,  2650 

Mr.  Le  Blond 2646 

Mr.  Mallory 2881 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio 2650 

Mr.  Price 2645,  2646 

Mr.  Sweat 2646 

Mr.  Upson 2645,  2646,  2650,  2882 

Mr.  Wadsworth 2881 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 2645,  2646 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 2645 

yeas  and  nays  on  tlie,2650,  2716,  2881,  2882 
Missouri  home  guaids,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  35)  to 
provide  for  the  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  pay  of  officers  and  men  actually 
employed    in    the    Western   department   or 

department  of  Idissouri 38, 

69,  75,  88,  90,  92,  238,  263,  313 
Mohawk — see  Register. 

Moneys,  joint  resolution   (H.  R.  No.  106)  au- 
thorizing the   Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
dispose  of  certain,  therein  mentioned... 3538 
Monitor — see  Compensation. 

Montana,  bill  (II.  R.  No.  15)  to  provide  a  tem- 
porary goveriimont  for  the  Territory  of.. .20, 
411,431,1168.1378,1380,  1389,1.395,  1409, 
1634,1651, 1860, 1667,2371,2385,2448,2327 
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Montana,  bill  (H.  R.  No,  15)  to  provide  a  tem- 
porary government  for  the  Territory  of— 
Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by; — 

Mr.  Allen,  W.J 1652 

Mr.  Ashley 1168,  1169,  1652 

Mr.  Beaman 1168, 

1169,  1380,  1395,  1.396,  1651,  1652 

Mr.  Bennet 1169 

Mr.  Blair,  of  West  Virginia 2386 

Mr.  Broomall 1395 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 1395 

Mr.  Cox 1169,  1396,  1651,  1652 

Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York 1168,  1169 

Mr.  Dawes 1168 

Mr.  Eden 1652 

•  Mr.  Garfield 2386 

Mr.  Ho]man..'l395, 1396, 1651, 1652,2386 

Mr.  Kinney 1168 

Mr.  Mallory 1698 

Mr.  Morrill 1652 

Mr.  Pendleton 1389,  1395,  1698 

Mr.  Pruyn 1169 

Mr.  Spalding 1168,  1395 

Mr.  Stevens 1168,  2386 

Mr.  Upson A 1652 

Mr.  Wallace,  of  Idaho 1697,  1698 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1109 

Mr.  Webster 1169,  1652,  2385,  2386 

Mr.  Wilson 1168,  1169 

yeas  and  nays  on  the... 1396, 

1651,  1652,  1698,  2386 
(See  Public  Lands.) 
Montgomery  county,  Kentucky,  bill  for  the  ben- 
efit of. 757 

Monument,  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 

erection   of  a,  to  the  United  States  soldiers 

buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  127 

Moorhead,   James   K.,  a  Representative    from 

Pennsylvania 11,  21,  92,  94, 

196,  258,  259,  397,  874,  909,  938,  1261, 

1290,  1338,  1349,  1350,  1426,  1495,  1771, 

2185,  2238,  2260,  2289,  2751,  2880,  3015, 

*  3082,  3148,  3310,  3406,  3471,  3481,  3525 

resolutions  by 92,  94,  258,  909,  2185 

remarks  on  the  conscrlpiion  bill...: 535 

remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the  war 1293 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the   relief  of  W.  W. 

Hubbcll 1338,  1347,  1348,  1349 

remarks  on   the  bill  relating   to  bridges  over 

the  Ohio 1735,  1736 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1823, 

1824,  1825, 1833,  1912 
remarks  on  the  resolution  increasing  the  duties 

on  imports •. 1856,  1857 

remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 1974 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty 2370 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2717,  3312 

remarks  on  the  western  navy-yard  bill. ...3246 
Morrill,  Justin  S.,  a  Representative  from  Ver- 
mont  9,  19,  23,  35,  38,  39, 

45,  46,  71,  75,  87,  99,  110,  117,  127,  173, 
359,  376, 377,  445,  480,  527,  623,  625, 846, 
875,  877,  888,  920,  942,  970,  981,  1038, 
1098,  1119,  1143,  1147,  1291,  1380,  1426, 
1532,  1545,  1652,  1814,  1827,  1828,  1830, 
1832,  1886,  1887,  1970,  1998,  2091,  2107, 
2138,  2139,  2197,  2207,  2289,  2363,  2371, 
2452,  2453,  2578,  2612,  2671,  2716,  2722, 
2743,  2751,  2787,  2809,  28.56,  2863,  2885, 
3001,  3015,  3214,  3275,  3311,  3.351,  3327, 
3429,  3466,  3468,  3514,  3516,  3523,  3524, 
3525,  3527,  3533,  3534,  3536,  3537,  3539 

resolutions  by 45,  no 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 
132,  2215,  2216,  2217,  2228, 
2232,  2790,  2791,  2792,  2793 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  claims 173,  2138 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 271, 

272,  283,  284,  285,  304, 305, 309, 

536,  663,  664,  920,  933,  934,  935 

remarks  on  printing  the   agricultural   report, 

•  926  927 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) !973, 

976,  981,  992,  993 
remarks    on    the   Washington    military  road 

grarit 1010 

remarks  on  the  lugislalive  appropriation  bill, 

1018,  1019,  1021,  1022,  1041,  17G1 

remarks  on  ihc  Massuchuseiis  election. ...1120 

remarks  on  theagricuUurnl  collcfjis  bill. ..1284, 

1286,  1496,  1498,  1499 


Morrill,  Justin  S.,  a  Representative  from  Ver- 
mont—  Continued. 
remarks  on  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Lovejoy,  1329 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1379, 

1380,  1381,  1389,  1392,  1401,  1413 
remarks  on  the  District  penitentiary  bill,  1493 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1633, 

1634,  1658,  1697,  1715,  1733,  1755, 
1756,  1757,  1758,  1759,  1760,  1761, 
1784,  1785,  1786,  1787,  1788,  1790, 
1791,  1814,  1815,  1816,  1818,  1819, 
1820,  182],  1822,  1823,  1824,  1825, 
1826,  1827,  1832,  1833,  1834,  1835,  1836, 
1837,  1838,  1848,  1849,  1850.,  1851,  1852, 
1853,  1854,  1875,  1876,  1877,  1878,  1879, 
•  •  1882,  1883,  1901,  1902,  1903,  1904,  1905, 
1906,  1907,  1908,  1909,  1912,  1913,  1914, 
1915,  1916,  1917,  1918,  1934,  1935,  1936, 
1937,  1938,  1939,  1940,  1941,  1942,  1943, 
2810,  2885,  2995,  2996,  2998,  2999,  3000, 
3018,  3019,  3020,  3021,  3024,  3025,  3026, 
3027,3055,3056,3275,  3277,  3278,  3280 
remarks  on  the  resolution  temporarily  increas- 
ing the  duties  on  imports , 1702, 

1703,  1847,  1848,  1855,  1857,  1858,  1859 
remarks  on  the  resolution  setting  apart  the  old 

Hall  for  statuary 1736 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  for  the  published  de- 
bates  1783, 1784,  1875,  2298 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  1998, 

2386,  2470,  2471,  2472,  2474,  2908 

remarks   on    the   claims   of  Kansas    Indians, 

2031,  2032 
remarks  on  the  northern  Pacific  railroad  bill, 

2293,  2295 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty 377 

2364,  2369,  2452,  2455,  2477, 
2480,  2482,  2483,  2505,  2506 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill ; 2526, 

2672,  2680,  2681,  2689,  2690,  2691, 
2692,  2717,  2718,  2719, 2720, 2721, 2722, 
2743,  2744,  2745,  2746, 2747, 2748, 2750, 
3079,  3312,  3313,  3314,  3402,  3403,  3404 
remarks  oti  the  bill  to  prohibit  speculations  in 

gold 2788,  2793 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...2939, 

3107,     3108,    3113,    3114', 

3395,  3396,  3399,  3400,  3402 

remarks  on  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No. 438). ..3024 

remarks  on  the  special  income  tax 3527, 

3528,  3529,  3530,  3531,  3532 
Morris,    Daniel,   a    Representative    from    New 

York 148,  196,' 

714,  879,  975,  1541,  2776,  2910,  3355,3357 

resolution  by 879 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill. ..282,  297,  298 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 531, 

532,  533,  579 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Knox  and 

Blair) 1059 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 1124 

remarks  on  the  New  Jersey  railroads  bill,  1264, 

1265,  2260 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2613 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2743 

remarks  on  the  repeal  of    the  fugitive  slave 

laws 2774, 

2775,  2910,  2911,  2916,  2919,  29^0 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 2998 

Morris,  Harriet  and  Emily,   bill  for   the   relief 

of. 658,  759,  813,  1036,  2272,  2385 

Morris,  James  R.,  a  Representative  from  Ohio, 
47,  164,  313,  940,  970,  1098,  1261, 
1387,  1396,  1407,  1409,  1470,  1660, 
1762,  1791,  1792,  1821,  1885,  2139, 
2207,  2575,  2609,  2610,  2650,  2751, 
2813,  2814,  2815,2892,2919,3060,3077, 
3207,  3316,  3401,  3427,  3463,  3480, 3523 

resolutions  by 1098,  1409,  2207,  2575 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 535,  550 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Union 

Gas-Light  Company 1470 

remarks  on  the  steam  fire  engine  bill,  1470, 1471 

remarks  on  the  penitentiary  bill 1473, 

1474,  1475,  1476,  1491,  1493 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Guard- 
ian Society 1762, 1763 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1820 

remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill,  2431 
Morrison,  Ambrose,  bill  for  relief  of,  2271,  2273 
Morrison,  William  R.,!»  Representative  from  II- 

linoi.s 426,730, 

875,  1324,  1531,  2001,  2029,  2995,  3310 
resolutions  by 426,  875,  1531,  3310 


Mott,  Gordon  N.,  a  Delegate  from  Nevada. ...l48 

Mowry,  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of 218, 

2271,  3469,  3470 
Muir,  W.  K. — see  B.  F.  Davidson. 
Munson,  Francis,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .......2809, 

3470,  3471 
Murphy,  Richard  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  3464, 

3535 
Murray,  George  W.,bill  for  the  relief  of.. ..1448 

Myers,  Amos,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  95, 

128, 189, 259, 459, 1099, 1121, 1190, 1195, 
1325,  1516,  2270, 2289,  2298, 2363, 2385, 
2425,  2535,  3014,  3217,  3315,  3524, 3535 

resolutions  by 128,  189,  3014,  3524,3537 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 432, 

471,  473,  550,  551,  3147,  3281,  3317 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,... 358 
remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ...1587 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1788, 

1820,  1823,  1835,  1839,  1840,  1841 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2745 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  438), 

3023,  3024 
Myers,  Leonard,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  332,  2030, 

2214,  2264,  2815,  3001,  3085,  3148,  3402 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  expenses 172,  2137 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..1819, 1907 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2193,2196 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish    salaries  for 
postmasters , 3429,  3430 

N. 

Names  of  vessels — see  Frauds. 

Nash,  Sylvester  and  Betsey,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of 94,  1037 

National  armory,  the  select  committee  on  a  west- 
ern   459 

National  humiliation  and  prayer — see  Fast  Day. 
Naval  administration,  bill   to  establish  a  board 

of 1531 

Naval  Affairs,  the  Committee  on 18 

instructions  to 23,  71,  94,  111,  127,  129, 

190,  219,  332,  879,  972,  1010,  1531,  2185 

reports  from 44,  92,  190, 

844,  1262,  1336,  1337,  1338,  1349,  1428, 
2260,  2880,  3080,  3081,  3083,  3084,  3085 

discharged  from  subjects 757,  844,  3083 

Naval  apprentices,  bill  to  require  the  employment 
of,  in  the  commercial  marine  of  the  United 

Slates 148 

Naval  constructors,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  353)  to  pro- 
vide for  the  education  of,  and  engineers,  at 

the  Naval  Academy 1220, 1262 

bill  (H.  R.  No.534).  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  provide  for  the  education  of, 
and  steam  engineers. ..3080,  3532,  3535,  3536 
Naval  depot,  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  appoint  a  board  of  competent 
officers  to  survey  the  harbor  of  Portland, 
Maine,  and  its  surroundings,  in  reference  to 

its  fitness  for  a 21 

Naval  hospital,  bill  (No.  308)  repealing  so  much 
of  an  act  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30th  of  June,  1864,  and  for  other 
purposes,  approved  March  14,  1864,  as  ap- 
propriates §25,000  for  erecting  a,atKittery, 

Maine 3208,  3428,  3463 

Naval  pension  fund,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  69) 

regulating  the  investment  of  the 3208, 

3428,  3463 
Naval  service,  bill  (S.  No.  76)  relative  to  appoint- 
ments in  the,  and  courts-martial 1044, 

1337,  1764,  1833,  2249 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  28)  relative  to  the  trans- 
fer  of  men    from    the    military    service    to 

the 743,  759,  776 

bill  (No.  236)  to  provide  for  granting  an  hon- 
orable discharge  to  coal-heavers  and  firemen 

in  the .....1939,2694 

bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  first  section  of  the  joint 
resolution  relative  to  the  transfer  of  persons 

in  the  military  service  to  the 2612,  2639 

bill  (No.  324)  prescribing  the  punishment  for  . 
enticing  and  aiding  seamen  to  desert  the,  of 

the  United  States 3208,3428,3463 

bill  (No.  151)  making  appropriations  for  the, 

for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865... 266, 357, 

377,715,703,  700,  719,805,  810,811,826, 

827,1634,1673,2057,2091,2310,2364,12426 
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Naval  service,  bill  (No.  151)  making  appropria- 
tions for  the,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1865 — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 357,  359 

Mr.  Ancona 810 

Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri 833,  834 

Mr.  Rrandegee 82G,  621,  828 

Mr.  Brooks .358,  811,831,  835,  2057 

Mr.  Cole,  of  California 834 

Mr.  Cox 779 

Mr.  Creswell 2063 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 830,  831,  834 

Mr.  Dixon 20G2,  2063 

Mr.  Gn'nnell 811,  2UG2 

Mr.  Gri.wold 828,  831 

Mr.  Hii;by 626,  834 

-Mr.  Holman 811, 

813,  826,  827,  828,  829,  830,  831,  835, 
2057,  2058,  2059,  2060,  2061,  2062,  2311 

Mr.  Hooper 813 

Mr.  Kasson 811,  826 

Mr.  Kellcy 828,  830 

Mr.  King 2060,2061,2062 

Mr.  Morrill , 359 

Mr.  Myers,  A 358 

Mr.  Odell 830 

Mr.  O'Neill,  of  Pennsylvania 827,  828 

Mr.  Orth 359 

Mr.  Pike 811,  812,  813,  829,  830,  835 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania 828 

Mr.  Ric(3,  of  Massachusetts 810, 

811,    812,   813,   827,    829,    831,    835, 
2058,2059,2060,2061,2062,2310,2311 

Mr.  Shannon 826 

Mr.  Spalding 827 

Mr.  Stevens 266, 

357, 779,810,811,812,813,826, 
831,  834,  835,  836,  1673,  2057, 
2058,  2060,  2062,  2063,  2311 

Mr.  Strouse 359,828 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois. ..811,  812,813 

Mr.  Wilson, 2061 

(See  Seamen.) 
Navarre,  Peter,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .1531,  2272 
Navigation — see  Commerce. 

Navy,  bill  (No.  303)  to  amend  an  act  to  establish 
and   equalize   the  grade   of   line   officers   of 

the 281,999,  1336,  1G34, 1698, 1737,  1815 

bill   (No.   369)   to  appoint  certain   officers  of 

the 1337,  1634,  1764,  18,33,  2290,  2338 

bill  (H.   11.  No.  351)  to  establish   additional 

grades  in  the  engineer  corps  of  the 1337 

bill  to  authorize  assimilated  rank  to  be  given 

to  the  warrant  officers  of  the 2289, 

3080,  3208,  3464 

bill  (S.  No.  276)  to  amend  an  act  to  establish 

and    equalize    the   grade   of  line    officers  of 

the 2695,3080,3423 

bill  (S.  No.  253)  to  amend  the  act  of  the  21st  of 
December,  1861,  to  further  promote  the  effi- 
ciency of  the 2695,  3080 

bill  to  further  regulate  the  appointment  of  ad- 
mirals, to  increase  the  number  of  line  offi- 
cers in  the,  and  for  the  appointment  of  cer- 
tain volunteer  officers  to  the  regular 3083 

bill  (S.  No.  292)  to  provide  for  the  efficiency 

of  the 3214,  3428 

Navy  Department,   calls   for   information   from 

the 38,  111,  445, 

494,  875,  877,  1660,  2030,  2290,  2771,2911 

communications  from  the 148,  184,  706, 

991,  1118,  1429,  1G35,  2207,  3138,  3423 

joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  to  exjiend  a  portion  of  the  contingent 

fund  for  enlarging  the,  building 3311 

Navy-yard,  bill   authorizing  a  survey  at   New 
London,  Connecticut,  and  the  establishment 

of  a,  for  iron-clad  vessels  thereat 3083, 

3084,  3085 
resolution  authorizing  and  empowering  tlie 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sion consi.sting  of  one  naval  officer,  one  of- 
ficer of  the  engineer  corps,  and  one  civilian, 
to  select  the  most  approved  site  for  n,  or 
naval  station  on  the  Misflissifipi  river. ..3085 
joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nuvy  to  appoint  a  commission  to  select  a 
silo  for  a,  or  naval  station  on   the  western 

.  waters 3085,  3351 

bill  to  provide  for  the  construciion  of  a,  and 

naval  Htaiion  on  tin;  Delaware  river 128 

bill  to  iiulhorizn  and  csiablish  a,  and  depo.l  on 
ihc  wcBtern  waters ..331 


Navy-yard — Continued. 

bill   (No.   190)   to  establish  a,  and   depot  at 

Cairo,  in  the  State  of  Illinois 668, 

3208,  3244,  3249,  3317 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  W.  J .3244,  3245,  3246 

Mr.  Ashley.  .■ 3245 

Mr.  Blow...; 3247,  3248 

Mr.  Broomall 3250 

Mr.  Cravens 3247,  3248,  3249 

Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York 3245 

Mr.  Eldridge 3245 

Mr.  Fenton 3244,  3245 

Mr.  Griswold 3247 

Mr.  Law .3249,  3250 

Mr.  Mallory 3248,  3249 

Mr.  Moorhead 324G 

Mr.  Pike 3246,  3247,  3248 

Mr.  Rollins,  of  Missouri 3248,  3249 

Mr.  Spalding 3244,  3246 

Mr.  Stevens 3247,  3250 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 3244, 

3245,  3246,  3247,  3248,  3249,  3250 

Mr.  Wilson 3244,  3245,  3246,  3247 

Navy-yards,  joint  resolution  concerning  the  em- 
ployes at  the  United  States 3112 

Nebraska,  the  Territory  of,  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government  and  for  the  admission  of  such 

State  into  the  Union 19, 

87,  1167,  1634,  1657 

Nelson,  Charles  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1337, 

1429,  2271 

Nelson,  Homer  A.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York,  11,  100,  288,  331,  874,  999, 1290, 1545, 

2389,  2453,  2695,  3082,  3115,  3148,  3310 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1410 

remarks  on  the  District  penitentiary  bill,  1475 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1824, 

1826,  1827,  1836,  3019,  3020 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  L. 

«tevens 2.387 

remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill,  2433 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3312,  3313 

Nesbitt,  George  F.,  bill  for  relief  of.. .3427,  3463 

Nevada,  the  Territory  of,  bill  (No.  96)  to  enable 

the   people    of,  to  form  a  constitution  and 

State  government  and   for  the  admission  of 

such  State  into  the  Union 811, 

1044,1166,1195 
joint  resolution  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  obtain  the  title  to  certain  prop- 
erty in  Carson  City  in,  for  the  purpose  of  a 

branch  mint  located  in  said  place 874 

bill  to  establish  an  assay  office  at  Carson  City, 
and   an   assay   office    at  Portland,   Oregon, 

1119,3533 
bill  to  amend  the  ninth  section  of  an  act  to  or- 
ganize   .' 1673 

bill  (S.  No.  267)  to  amend  an  act  to  enable  the 
people  of,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government  and  for  the  admission  of  such 

State  into  the  Union 2139,  2358,  2385 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  45)  to  enable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  obtain  a  title  to 
certain  property  in  Carson  City,  for  the 
purposes  of  a  branch  mint  located  in   said 

place 2787 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  preemptors  and  locators 

with  half-breed  scrip  in 3535 

New  Mexico,  the  Territory  of,  bill  to  provide  for 
the  construction  of  a  wagon  road  from  Albu- 
querque, New  Mexica,  to  Fort  Whipple, 
Arizona,  and  thence  to  steamboat  navigation 

on  the  Colorado  river,  in 149 

bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  military 

road  from  Santa  Fe  to  Taos 149 

bill  to  provide  for  a  geological  survey  of,  and 

Arizona 149 

bill  for  the  payment  of  certain  volunteer  com- 
panies in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
in  the  war  with  Mexico  and  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  disturbances  in 150,  3139 

bill  to  provide  for  the  running  of  the  boundary 
line  between,  and  Arizona  and  the  Territory 

of  Colorado 150 

bill  to  provide  for  the  speedy  completion  of  the 

cnpitol  of 190 

bill  to  provide  additional  mail  facilities  between 

Kansas  City  and  Santa  Fe 149 

bill  ti)    provide  for  tli#  appointment  of  Indian 

agfiits  in 149,  996 

bill  for  the  rxaminaiion  of  cluimB  for  Indian 
depredations  in 119,  995 


New  Mexico,  the  Territory  of — Coniimted. 
bill  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the  road 
through  the  Raton  motintains,  between  Fort 
Lyon,    in    Colorado    Territory,  and    Fort 

Union,  in 149 

bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  loyal  people  of,  during  the  in- 
vasion of  General  Sibley,  of  Texas,  out  of 
the  confiscated  property  of  disloyal  citizens 

of 149 

bill  to  authorize  the  making  of  treaties  with  the 
Navajo,  Apache,  and  Utah  Indian  tribes  in, 
defining  their  limits,  and  extinguishing  their 

title  to  lands  outside  of  said  limits 149, 

996,  2272,  2388 
bill  to  amend  an  act  to  confirm  certain  private 

land  claims  in 1425,  1791,"2837 

bill  for  the  settlement,  subsistence, -and  sup- 
port of  the  Navajo  Indian  captives  on  a  res- 
ervation in 2194,  2232,  3389 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  towns  and  villages  in, 

and  Arizona 2207 

Newsboys'  Home — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Noble,     Warren     P.,     a    Representative     from 

Ohio:'. 4, 148, 196,  405,  406, 

430,  495,  1.307,  1589,  1703,  2272,  2273, 
2323,  2361,  2450,  8140,  3141,  3179.  3240, 
3311,  3394,  3421,  3469,  3516,  3517,  3531 

resolutions  by 196,495 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 217, 

272,  311,  707,  708 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  3164,  3185,  3186,  3187 

Nocll,  John  W.,  a  Representative  from  Missouri, 

death  of,  announced 415 

Nokes,  J.  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of...  .2029,  2273 
Northrup,  Sally  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of.....  3469 
Norton,   .Tesse   O.,  a  Representative   from    Illi- 
nois  38,  148,  508,  933,991, 

999,  1038,  1040,  1167,  1324,  1532,  1601, 
2185,  2264,  2361,  2892,  3001,  3104,  3310 

resolutions  by 38,  9.39,  3310 

remarks    on    the    Washington    military     road 

grant 101^ 

remarks  on  the  bill  extending  the  franking  priv- 
ilege  1119 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Lovejoy, 

1328 
remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1601, 

1625 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  a  government  for 

the  rebellious  States 1743,  1764 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405)....' 1757, 

1835,  1840,  1903 
Notaries  Public — see  District  of  Cohimbia. 

0. 

Oath,  bill  to  require  certain  persons  to  take  the, 

of  allegiance. 148 

Ocean  mail  steamship  service,  bill  (H.R.  No. 288) 
authorizingthe  establishment  of,  between  the 

United  States  and  Brazil 939, 

1653,  1657,  2476,  2508,  2578 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Alley 1653,  1656,  1657,  1658,  2476 

Mr.  Dawes 1653 

Mr.  Grinnell 1653 

Mr.  Holman 1658 

Mr.  Kasson •....1656,  1657,  1658 

Mr.  Mallory 1653,  1656 

Mr.  Pruyn 1655 

Mr.  Stevens 1653,  1656,  1657,  1658 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1653,  1658 

Mr.  Wilson 1G57 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando. ...1GS3,  1657,  1658 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1658 

Odell,   Moses  F.,  a  Representative   from   New 

York 90, 

238,  387,  580,  740,  779,  843,  1225,  1346, 
1347,  1491,  1755,  1848,  2751,  2788,  2837, 
3143,  3242,  3315,  3464,  3521,  3537,  3538 

resolutions  by ....1491,  3242 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill  —  830 
remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Lovejoy, 

1329 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  505)..: 1757, 

1849,   1902,  1918,  1934,  1943,  .3277,  3278 
remarks  on  the  government  of  the  n  bcllious 

Stairs 1767,2108 

remark's  on  tlie  bill  to  provide  for  Penii.<ivlvania 

war  claims 2133,  2134,  2137 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  ilu;  Mer- 
cantile Mutual  In.'^uraiice  Comjiany  —  2269 

rrmarks  on  the  tariff  bill S(;!)3,  2747 

rcinarkK  on  ronscriplion  bill. .. .3146,  3;)()7, 3283 
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Offenses,  bill  (No.  52)  to  provide  for  the  sum- 
mary trial  of  minor,  against  the  laws  of  the 

United  States 1167,  1266,  2772 

Official  reports — sec  Jinny. 

O'Neill,  Charles,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  148, 

238,  1061,  1099,  1129,  1325,  1396,  1533, 
1694,  1941,  2014,  2137,2289,  2838,  3112 

resolutions  by 3112 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ..827, 

828 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  a  navy-yard  for 

iron-clads .3083,  3085 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 3312,  3313 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  salaries  for  post- 
masters  3429,  3430 

O'Neill,  John,  a  Representative  from  Ohio... 14, 
71,  760,  939,  981,  1289,  1290,  1407,  3354 
Oregon — see  Wasliington. 

Orth,   Godlove  S.,   a    Representative   from    In- 
diana  23,  128,  148,  149,  258,  261, 

332,  354,  526,  622,  625,  972,  1041,  1099, 
1121,  1217,  1218,  2273,  2362,  2363,  2450, 
2787,  2910,  3207,  3239,  3472,  3521,  .3531 

resolutions  by ......261,  332,  2787 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 186, 

212,  213,  508 
remarks  on  the  case  of  C.  M.  "Wetherill....263 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. ..359 
remaiks  on  the  agricultural  colleges  bill,  1285 
remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1543, 
1544,  1545,  1590 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1820 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3466,  3525 

Overland  Mail  Company — see  Mail. 

P. 

Pacific  railroad,  the  committee  on  the 37 

instructions  to 189,  480 

reports  from 658, 

1793,  1959,  1990,  2063,  2427,  2671,  2842 
Pacific  Railroad,  bill  (No.  5) granting  public  lands 
to  the  People's,  Company  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  and  telegraph   line  to 
the  Pacific  coast  by  the  northern  route... 19, 
658,  1533, 1698,  2291 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brown, of  Wisconsin,  2291, 2292, 2293 

Mr.  Donnelly 2293 

Mr.  Grinnell 2295 

Mr.  Holman 1698,  2291,  2297 

•   Mr.  Kasson 2292 

Mr.  Morrill 2293,  2295 

Mr.  Sloan 1699,  2291,  2292,  2293 

Mr.  Spalding 2292,  2297 

Mr.  Stevens 1698,  1699, 

1702,  2291,  2292,  2293,  2295,  2296,  2297 

Mr.  Sweat 1699,  2292,  2293 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 2291,  2292 

Mr.  Wilson. ..1698, 1699,2291,  2292,2296 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2291,2297 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  438)  to  amend  an  act  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph 
line  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the  Government 
the  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and 

other  purposes 1142,  2671, 

2842,  3021,  3060,  3062,  3079,  3115, 
3148,  3180,  3242,  3244,  3266.  3317, 
3357,  3388,  3479,  3480,  3523,  3530 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allison 3244 

Mr.  Ancona 3060 

Mr.  Brooks 3080,3244,  .3266 

Mr.  Cole,  of  California 3080, 

3155,  3180,  3181,  3267,  3.388 

Mr.  Dawes 3181 

.    Mr.  Dawson 3266,  3267 

Mr.  Farns worth 3156 

Mr.  Higbv 3155 

Mr.  Holman 3021, 

3022,  3023,  .3024,  3156,  3244 

Mr.  Hooper 3182 

Mr.  Kcrnan 3060 

Mr.  Loan 3180 

Mr.  McRride 3080 

Mr.  Morrill 3024 

Mr.  Morris,  ofOhio 3480 

Mr.  Myers,  A -. 3023,  3024 

Mr.  O'Neill,  of  P.'onsyl vntiia 3080 

Mr.  Price 3079,  ,3080,  3152,  3153,  3181 

Mr.  Pruyn 3021 

.3022,  3149,  31.50,  3181,  3182,  3267 
Mr.  Randall,  of  Pcnnnylvnnni.. .3023, 3156 


Pacific  railroad,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  438)  to  amend  an 
act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and 
telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the  Govern- 
ment the  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military, 
and  other  purposes — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts 3079,  3080 

Mr.  Shannon 3022,3182 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  York 3021, 

3023,  3024,  3060,  3080,  3115,  3149,  3207 

Mr.  Stevens...3021, 3022, 3060,  3062, 3079, 

3080,  3149,  3154,  3155, 3156,  3180, 3181, 

3182,  3242,  3244,  3357,  3479,  3480,  3481 

Mr.  Sweat 3181,  3182 

Mr.  Van  Vajkenburgh 3153 

Mr.  Washburne,  of'lllinois 3921, 

3022,  3080,  3115,  3148, 3149, 3150, 3153, 
3155,  3156,  3182,  3244,  3357,  3480,3481 

Mr.  Wilder 3480 

Mr.  Wilson. 3080, 

3149,  3153,  3156,  3180,  3244,  3481 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3156,  3244 

Palmer,  William  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 3424 

Parsons,  Solomon,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1494, 

2272,  2386 
Passengers,  bill  further  to  regulate  the  carriage 

of,  in  steamboats  and  other  vessels 2771, 

2836,  3.535,  3536 

bill  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  better 

security  of  the  lives  of,  on  board  of  vessels 

propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam, 3014 

Patents,  the  Committee  on 18 

instructions  to 313 

reports  from 2272,  3207,  3311 

Patents,  bill  (No.  162)  amending  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful 

arts,  approved  March  3, 1863 2157, 

2695,  3207 
(See  Public  Lands.) 
Patterson,  James  W.,  a  Representative  from  New 

Hampshire 45,  624,  687,  707,  1536, 

1660,  1933,  1934,  2452,2453,2813,2879, 

3014,  3061,  3062,  3207,  3240,  3463,  3535 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Union 

Gas-Light  Company 1469 

remarks  on  the  steam  fire  engine  bill,  1471, 1472 

remarks  on  the  District  penitentiary  bill,  1474, 

1491,  1492,  1493 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1822 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. ..1998 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 

2228,  2790,  2791,  2792 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  schools  in  the 

District ; 2813,  2814 

remarks  on  the  gas-light  bill. ..2815,  2816,2817 

Pay,  bill  to  facilitate  the  payment  of  bounties  and 

arrears  of,  due  for  the  services  of  wounded 

and  deceased  soldiers 94,  447 

bill  to  increase  the,  of  the  Army 148 

bill  to  increase  the,  of  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  private  soldiers  in  the 

military  service  of  the  United  States 149 

bill  to  fix  the,  and  allowance  of  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  private  soldiers  of  African  de- 
scent in  the  military  service  of  the  United 

States 149 

bill   to   fix    the,  of  colored    officers,   soldiers, 

chaplains,  and  musicians 19,  273 

bill  increasing  the,  of  cadets  at  West  Point,  288 
joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the,  of  the  offi- 
cers and   crew  of  the  United   States  steam 
transport  Union,  wrecked  November  3, 1861, 

off  the  coast  of  North  Carolina 480,  757 

bill  to  amend  the  sixteenth  .section  of  the  act  to 
define  the,  and  emoluments  of  certain  offi- 
cers  526,  2773 

bill  to  allow  non-commissioned  officers  and  sol- 
diers, for  extra  duty 874 

bill  for  the  classification  of  clerks  to  paymas- 
ters in  the  Navy  and  graduating  their. ..991, 
1337,'"1939,  2435,  2448,  2527 
bill  (No.  301)  to  amend  anactforenroUingand 
calling  out  the  national  forces  so  as  to   in- 
crease the  rank,  and  emoluments  of  the  Pro- 
vost Marshal  General. ..998, 1715, 17.37,  1815 
bill  (No.  302)  to  amend  section  nine  of  ;iii  act 
approved  July  17,  1862,  to  define  the,  and 
emoluments  of  cm-lain  officers  of  the  Army, 
998,     1098,     1099,     1185,     1196, 
1266,  1336,  1378,  14.53,  1494,  1.^)34 
bill  (S.No.  145)  to  equalize  the, of  soldiers  in  the 
United  States  Army,  1043,  1098,  1964,20.30, 
2056,  2333,  2509,  2908,  2995,  3078,  3104 


Pay —  Continued. 

bill  providing,  to  field  officers  of  regiments  for 
the   time  actually   employed   in   oi'sranizing 

their  respective  regiments 1324,  3142 

bill   regulating  the,  of  certain    officers   in   the 

Army  of  the  United  Slates 1694,  3142 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  72)  relative  to,  of 
staff  officers  of  the  Lieutenant  General,  2035, 
2338,  2343,  2426 
joint  resolution  amendatory  of  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for 
the,  of  officers  and  men  actually  om]iloyed 
in  the  Western  department  or  depai-tment  of 

Missouri .....2607,  2773,  3214,  .3218 

bill  to  regulate  the,  of  paymasters  and  military 

storekeepers  of  ordnance 3139 

bill  to  regulate  rank,  and  emoluments  of  veteri- 
nary surgeons  of  cavalry  regiments 3142 

joint  resolution  (H..  R.  No.  113)  explanatory 
of  joint  resolution  in  relation  to,  of  staff  offi- 
cers of  the  Lieutenant  General 3514, 

3535,  3536 
(See   Jlppropriations;    Bounties;    Indian  Regi- 
ments; Salary;   Compensation;  Militia.) 
Paymaster  General,  bill  reg«lating  the  appoint- 
ment of 1532 

Paymasters,  bill  (No.  108)  relating  to  acting  as- 
sistant, in  the  Navy  and  regulating  the  ap- 
pointment of  cadets  in  the  Naval  Academy, 
829,  1044,  1336,  1354 
bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  fleet,  and 

fleet  engineers 1220 

Payment — see  Pay. 

Pendleton,  George  H.,  a  Representative  from 
Ohio. ..4,  6,  8,  14,  22,  71,  128, 150,  165,  190, 
259,  260,  261,  288,  297,  316,  319,  333,  372, 
467,  508,  526,  659,  719,  743,  879,  895, 1044, 
1097,  1099,  1143,  11G6,  1167,  1196,  1230, 
1284,  1289,  1290,  1291,  1325,  1326,  1387, 
1426,  1448,  1453,  1495,  1679,  1694,  1695, 
1697,  1698,  1793,  1796,  1854,  1970,  2197, 
2215,  2233,  2289,  2298,  2426,  2575,  2612, 
2613,2716,2726,2771,  2809,  2813,  3112, 
3400,  3430,  3468,  3515,  3532,  3533,  3538 

resolutions  by 260, 

743,  879,  1097,  1325,  1694,  2575,  3538 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 184, 

264,  315,  507,  509 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 283, 

303,  310,  892,  893 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 336, 

337,371,825 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 398, 

399,  626,  631,  768,  3280,  3281 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 731, 

732,  735,  736,  737,  933,  994,  995 

remarks  on  freedmen's  affairs 890 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  drop  unemployed  gen- 
eral officers 1150,1154,  2238 

remarks  on  the  New  Jersey  railroads  bill,  1262, 
1263,  1396,  1468,  2253,  2254,  2256,  2263 
remarks  on  the  currency  bill,  1254,  1255,  1377 
remarks  on  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Lovejoy,  1328 
remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  1389, 

1395 
remarks  on  the  censure  and  expulsion  of  Mr. 

Harris 1518,  1519 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Lon^,  1545, 
1584,  1585,  1586,  1624,  1625,  1626 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) .1715, 

1756,    1761,    1784,    1787,    183i),    1850, 

1852,  1880,  1881,  1882,  1883, 1884, 1905, 

1908,  1909,  1910,  1911,  1912,  1913,  3055 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  bridges  over  the 

Ohio r.l735,  1736 

remarks  on  the  government  of  the   rebellious 

States 2105 

remarks  on  granting  hoinesteads  on   forfeited 

estates 2252,2253 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Insurance  Company,  2266,  2267,  2268 
remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation    bill, 
2428, 2434,  2435," 2611,  3016,  3017, 3018, 5141 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2612, 

2613,  2992,  2993,  2995 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  speculations  in 

gold 2690,  2694,  2726,  2788,  2789,  2793 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 274'J 

remarks  on  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  laws, 2775 
remarks  on  the  bill   repealing  the   act  for   the 

relief  of  E.  F.  &  S.  A.  Wo^>d 2840 

remarks  on  the  Dakota  election 28^5,  2893 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  lull. ..2937, 
3015,  3113,3115 
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Penitentiary — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Pennsylvania  war  cluims,  bill  (No.   117)   to  re- 
imburse the   State  of  Pennsylvania  for  ex- 
penses in  calling  out  the  mililiaof  said  State 

during  the  recent  invasion 151, 

168,  188,  189,  17D3,  2132,  2137,  2153 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Ancona 2138 

Mr.  Ashley 1793 

Mr.  Blaine 169,  1796,  1797, 1800 

Mr.  Blow 2134 

Mr.  Brooks 169 

Mr.  Brown,  of  West  Virginia 1794 

Mr.  Cox 170, 173, 

189,  1794,  1795,  1796,  2133,  2137,  2138 

Mr.  Cravens 2137 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 1794, 

1795,  1796,2138 

Mr.  DaVes 1800,  ISOl 

Mr.  Farnsworth 1793, 

1794,  1796,  1802,  2132,2138 

Mr.  Ganson 188,  1794,  1796,  2133 

Mi-.  Garfield 2133,  2134 

Mr.  Hall 2135 

Mr.  Harding* 2134,  2135,  2137 

Mr.  Holman... 170,  1794,  1795' 

Mr.  Kalbfleisch 1794,  1795 

Mr.  Kasson 169,  172 

Mr.  Kclley 171 

Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan 1794 

Mr.  Kernan 1796 

Mr.  King 168,  2132,  2133,  2134 

Mr.  Knapp 2138 

Mr.  Le  Blond ." 2138 

Mr.  Lovejoy 171 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania 1801, 

1802,  2155 

Mr.  Morrill 173,  2138 

Mr.  Myers,  L: 172,2137 

Mr.  Odell 2133,2134,  21.37 

Mr.  Pendleton 1796 

Mr.  Price 2133 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania 1795, 

2135,  2137 

Mr.  Rogers 168 

Mr.  Schenck 2134,  2135,  2138 

Mr.  Smith 2133,  2134 

Mr.  Spalding... 172,  2133,  2134,2137,2138 

Mr  Stevens 151, 

168,  170, 171, 172,  189,  1793, 1794, 1795, 
1796,  2132,  2133,  2135,  2136,  2137,  2138 

Mr.  Stiles 1794,  1796 

Mr.  Thayer 170,  171,  173,  1796 

Mr.  Washburnc,  of  Illinois 169, 

173,  189,  1793,  1796,  1802 

Mr.  Webster 1800 

Mr.  Whaley 2137 

Mr.  Wilder 1794 

Mr.  Wilson 169,  170, 171,  1793,  1795 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 168, 

170,  173,  1793,  1794 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1793,  2137,  2138 

Pension,  bill  to  secure  to  the  officers  and  men 
actually  employed  in  the  department  of  the 
Ohio,  or  the  department  of  Kentucky,  their 

pay,  bounty,  and 99 

Pension  laws,  bill  amendatory  of  the 1694 

Pensions,  brll  concerningapplicationa  for 331 

joint  resolution  relating  to 659 

bill  graniing,  to  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the 

war  I'f  1812. ..825, 843, 1036, 1237, 2575, 3533 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  312)  to    increase   the,  of  the 

revolutionary  pensioners  now  on  the  rolls  of 

the  Pension  Office 939, 

1036,  1325,  1338,  1349 

bill  Bupplcmonlary  to  nn  act  to  grant 1036, 

1261,  1651,  3427,  3523,  3534,  3.535,  3536 
Percn,  Francisco,  a  Delegate  from  New  Mex- 
ico  149, 

150, 1036, 1425, 15.32,  2133,  2207,  3389 

Perham,  Sidney,  a  Representative  from  Maine, 

1036,  1037,  1220,  1448,  1694, 

1790,  2049,  2264,  3423,  3534 

rcBoIutions  by 1220 

remarks  on   the  government  of  the  rebellious 

■States 2063 

Perry,  Lucretia  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1990 

Perry,  Nehemiah,  a  Representnti ve  from   New 

J<rscy 4.59,  501,  629,  2185,  2214,  3014 

rcsohuion  by 2185 

remarks  on  the  New  Jersey  rnilroa'ls  hill,  12.53 
remarks  on   the  govt-rnmont  of  the  rebellious 

StaleH 2071 

Pclur«on,  Frances,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 3421 


Pike,    Frederick    A.,    a     Representative    from 

Maine 5,  12,  111,  150, 

519, 597, 714, 1266, 1290, 1291, 1337, 1338, 
1426,  1764,  2029,  2091,  2108,  2155,  2249, 
2273,  2364,  2612,  3084,  3115,  3354,  3355 

resolutions  by 5,  111, 15(M426, 2029 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122),  283, 284,  691 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ...811, 
812,813,829,830,835 
remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156),  992,  993 
remarks  on  the  Massachusetts  election... .1120 
remarks  on  the  currency  bill,  1273,  1288, 1343, 
1344,  1350,  1351,1353,1374,1375,1376,1398 
remarks  on  the  death   of  Hon.   Owen  Love- 
joy 1328 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (]>tD.  405),  1759,  1760, 
1851,  1852,  1854,  1875,  1876, 
1906,  1918,  1937,  3024,  3025 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty 2364, 

2367,  2371,  2456,  2479,  2480 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Ericsson  con- 
tract  3082 

remarks  on  the  western  navy-yard  bill.. ..3246, 

3247,  3248 
Pike,  Joseph,  bill  granting  pension  to,  3310,  3471 

Pilots  and  pilotage,  bill  to  regulate 148 

Pitcher,  Charles  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 920, 

1118,  1142,  1389,  3479,  3527 
Police — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Pomcroy,  Theodore  M.,  a  Representative  from 

New  York 13,  495,  496, 

1855,  1859,  1943,  2252,  2451,  2636,  3351 

resolutions  by 13 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3183, 

3187,3210,3211,3212,3218 

Porter,  Admiral — see  Thanks. 

Portland,  bill  (H.R.  No.349)  providing  that  the 

port  of,  Maine,  shall  be  placed  on  the  same 

basis  as  the  ports  enumerated  in  the  ninth 

section  of  the  act  of  May  7,  1822 2787 

Port  of  delivery,  bill  (No.  69)  to  establish  Park- 

ersburg  as  a 1009 

Ports  of  delivery,  bill  (S.  No.  242)  for  establish- 
ing Portland,   in  the  State  of  Oregon,  and 

Leavenworth,  in  Kansas 2333,  3421 

Port  of  entry,  bill  to  reestablish  the  principal,  for 

the  district  of  Champlain  at  Platlsburg,  164, 

566,  622,  2607,  2612 

Postage,  bill  to  exempt  from  payment  of,  letters 

and  documents  of  soldiers'  aid  societies,  127 

Postage  currency — see  Counterfeit  Coin. 

Postal  laws,  bill  to  amend  the 2323,3104 

Postal  money  order  system,  bill  to  establish  a, 
95,  387,  1659,  2238,  2290,  2338 

Postmaster  to  the  House,  election  of. 11 

Postmasters,  bill  (No.  408)  for  the  relief  of,  who 
have  been   robbed  by  confederate  forces  or 

rebel  guerrillas 1660,  1818,  1995 

(See  Salaries.) 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  the  Committee  on,  18, 

instructions  to 40,  44,  45,  232,  480, 

658,  659, 1396,  1448,  1532,  2426,  3104 

reports  from 233,  387,  624,  939,  941,  1653, 

1658,  1659, 1660,  2323,  2935,  3054,  3424 

discharged  from  subjects 164,941,  1286 

Post  Office  Department,  communications   from 

the 148,  410,  622,  1041 

bill  to  revise  and  codify  laws  relating  to  the,  21 
bill  to  amend  an  act  to  amend  the  laws  relative 

to  the 331 

bill  (No.  158)  in   addition  to  an  act  to  amend 

the  laws  relating  to  the 1037,  1118,  1143 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  575)  to  correct  a  clerical  error 
in   the    law  of  June    30,    1864,  relating  to 

the 3523,3531,3536 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  50)  making  appropriations  for 
the  service  of,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 

the  30th  of  June,  1865 86, 

111,1063,1118,  1143,1147 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brandegec 112,  113 

Mr.  Brooks Ill,  113 

Mr.  Cox 113 

Mr.  Kaason ; Ill 

Mr.  Pruyn 112,113 

Mr.  Stevens,  86,  111,  112,  113,  1143,  1144 
Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  111,  112,  113 
Peat  roads,  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  cer- 
tain   20 

bill  to  declare  certain  roads  military  roads  and, 

and  to  regulate  commerce 1010, 

1165,  1237,  12.53,  1262,1370,  1371, 
1396,  1466,  1734,  1761,  2253,  2260 
(Sec  Appendix.) 


Post  roads — Continued. 

bill  supplementary  to  an  act  approved  July  14, 
1862,  to  establish  certain... .1037,  1425,  1734 

bill  to  establish  certain 3054, 

3077,  3218,  3316,  3390 
Potomac  Ferry  Compaoy — see  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 
Pott,  Charles  M.,  bill  granting  pension  to,  19,2388 
Powder  magazine,  bill  donating  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  certain  lands  in  the  county  of 
Philadelpliiafor  the  erection  thereon  of  a,  148 
Practice,  bill  to  prescribe  the,  in  courts  of  justice 

in  certain  cases 2526 

Pratt,  Alexander  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 3515 

Preble,  George  Henry,  bill  for  relief  of,  658,  714 
President  of  the  United  States,  calls  for  informa- 
tion from  the. ..12,  21,  35,  71,  117,  128,  258, 
259, 260, 261, 4il,  467, 527,  825, 909, 1217, 
1531,  1695,  2185,  2289,  2427,  2578,  2787 

communications  from  the 14,33,  45, 

68,  99,  128,  129,  313,  355,  427,  658,  684, 
687,  706, 708, 776, 778, 888, 890, 944, 993, 
1099, 1107, 1122, 1287,  1326,  1338, 1389, 
1495,  1815,  1877,  1884, 1939, 1995,  2030, 
2031,-2.388,  2426,  2475,  2527, 2672,  2812, 
2813,  2856,  3105,  3141,  3352,  3530,  3536 
Presque  Isle — see  Collection  District. 
Price,  Hiram,  a  Representative  from  Iowa, 
44,  471,  691,  709,  887,  888,  1096,  1142, 
1225,  1289,  1386,  1531,  1545,  1697, 
1793,  1942,  1959,  2139,  2155,  2265, 
2426,2454,2483,2510,  2575,  2776,  2809, 
2815,2995,3053,3061,  3079,  3103,  3208 

resolutions  by 44,  887,  1096,  1386,  3103 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No;  156) 355 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 529,  577 

remarks  on  freedmen's   affairs 709,  888 

remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill...  1043 
remarks  on  the  saleof  surplus  gold,  1128,  1146 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill .1272,  1352, 

1353,  1377,  1380,  1381,  1390, 

1391,  1400,  1409,  1430,    1680 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405)... .1814, 

1815,  1819,  1834,  1835,  1853,  1913, 

1916,  1917,  1935,  1936,  2998,  3055 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  grant 1886 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  1995 
r-emarks  on  the  Kentucky  election  (McHenry 

and  Yeaman)._ 2579,  2.585 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election...  2645,  2646 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2722,  2745 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  438), 

3079,  3080.^52,  3153,  3181 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ..3107, 

3108,  3110,  3111,  3115 

Printing,  the  Committee  on 1§ 

instructions  to 410,  426,  1097.  1406 

reports  from 38, 

88,  168,  189,  313,  406,  459,  495,  623, 
757,  759,  926, 1121, 1122, 1220,  1338,  1387, 
1494,  1659,  1679,  1755,  1782,  1784,  1814, 
2197,  2238,  2249,  2323,  2470,  2717,  2741, 
2777,  2795,  2842,  3112,  3351,  3515,   3527 

discliarged  from  subjects , 2132 

Private  Land  Claims,  the  Committee  on. ..18,  313 

reports  from 624, 

1061, 1495,  1791,  2723,  2810,  3240,  3309 

Private  land  claims — see  J^Tew  Mexico. 

Prize  money,  bill  to  regulate  prize  proceedings 

and  the  distribution  of,  2185, 3080, 3389,  3421 

Process — see  District  of  Columbia. 

Property,  joint   resolution    (H.    R.    No.     Ill) 

authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 

reclaim  and  preserve  certain,  of  the  United 

States 3317,  .3354 

Pruyn,  John  V.  L.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 3.33, 

429,  1010,  1143,  1165,  1168,  1169,  1262, 
1289,  1290,  1291,  1292, 1406,  1494, 1499, 
1532,  1658, 1659, 1784,  1814,  2188,  2271, 
2361, 2363,  2364,  2426,  2427,  2428,  2476, 
2527,  2675,  2723,  2751,  3084,  3104,  3423, 
3431,  3463,  3464,  3466,  3472,  3516,  3530 

resolutions  by 333,  1010,  2426,  2427 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

112,  113 
remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill. ..507,  517,518 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 1144 

remarks  on  theNew  Jersey  railmads  bill,  1165, 
2260,  2261,  2263,  2264 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1255,  1256, 

1266,  1271,  1272,  1288,  1339,  1412,  1G82 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the   Union 

Gus-Light  Company 1469,  1470 
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Pruyn,  John  V.  L.,  a  Representative  from  New 
Yoik — Continued. 
remarks  on  District  penitentiary  bill,  1474,  1476 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  service  to 

Brazil - 1655 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1816, 

1837,2997,3000,3027,3055 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic   bill, 

2215,  2216,  2217,  2232 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty 2370, 

2481,  2482,  2483 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill 2726 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery. ..2723,  2939 
r^markson  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 3021, 

2022,  3149,  3150,  3181,  3182,  3267 
remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3108, 

3109,  3395 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3187, 

3213,  3216,  3217,  3351 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  the  Committee 

on 18,  1262 

instructions  to 110,  1217,  2029 

reports  from. ...595,  668,  757,  1736,  1762,  2426 
Public  Buildings,   bill   relating  to   the   office  of 

Commissioner  of. 972 

bill  to  revive  so  much  of  the  act  making  appro- 
priations for  certain  civil  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1858,  as  appropriates  the  sum  of  $50, 000  for 
the  construction  of  a  custom-house,  United 
States  court  rooms,  and  post  ofiice,  at  Cairo, 

Illinois ..731 

bill  making  .appropriations  for,  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  Colorado,  Nevada,  Dakota,  Idaho, 

Arizona,  and  Montana 1170, 

1680,  1734,  2297,  2607 

bill  relating  to  office  of  Commissioner  of,  2232 

Public  documents,  bill  (No. 265)  loexpedite  and 

regulate  the  printing  of. 2359, 

2482,  3112,  3182 
Public  Expenditures,  the  Committee  on. ..18,  313 

instructions  to 658,  756,  3400,  3515 

reports  from 297,  1660,  2995 

Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on 18 

instructions  to 44, 

190,  406,  426,  427,  C59,  660,  2291 

reports  from 233,  480,  623,  668, 

940,  991,  999,  1036,  1061,  1387,  1453,  1884, 
1885, 1886, 1887, 2333, 2579, 2787, 3178, 3207, 
3316, 3351, 3388, 3389, 3421, 3423, 3469, 3515 

discharged  from  subjects,  843,  940,  1884,  2777 
Public  lands,  bill  granting,  to  the  Peo[>le's  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  to 
the  Pacific  coast  by  the  northern  route. ..19, 
658,  1533,  1698,  2291 

joint  resolution  extending  a  grant  of,  from  the 
city  of  Grand  Rapids  to  the  southern  line  of 
the  State  of  Michigan 21 

bill  to  amend  an  act  donating,  to  the  several 
Slates  and  Territories  which  may  provide 
colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  the 
mechanic  arts 40 

joint  resolution  asking  an  appropriation  of,  by 
Congress  to  endow  female  colleges  in  the 
several  States 149 

bill  to  amend  an  act  approved  July  17,  1854, 
to  amend  an  act  approved  September,  1850, 
creating  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of,  for 
Oregon 150,  623,  1099 

bill  concerning  certain  school  lands  in  township 
forty-five  north,  range  seven  east,  in  the  State 
of  Missouri 261,  1061,  2910,  2920,  3016 

bill  granting,  to  the  State  of  Michigan  for  the 

construction  of  a  wagon  road  for  postal  and 

mihlary  purposes  in  that  State,  117, 273, 297, 

623,  624,  1885,  2880,  3021,  3060,  3141 

bill  making  a  grant  of,  to  the  State  of  Iowa  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  McGregor, 
Western  and  Cedar  Falls,  and  Minnesota 
railroads  in  said  State 281 

bill  for  a  grant  of,  to  the  Stateof  Iowa  in  alter- 
nate sections  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 

railroad  in  said  State 297, 

1495,  2056,  2252,  2269 
bill  concerning  certain,  in  the  State  of  Califor- 

.  nia 331,  623,  1886,  3060,  3078,  3141 

bill  (S.  No.  12)  extending  the  time  within  which 
the  Stales  and  Territories  may  accept  the 
grant  of,  made  by  the  act  donating,  to  the 
several  States  and  Territories  which  may 
provide  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture 

Rnd  the  mechanic  arts 190,  399,  713, 

878,  1097,  1262,  1284,  1495,  1499, 17T3 


Public  lands — Continued. 

bill  (S.  No.  60)  amendatory  of  the  homestead 
law 232,  399,  668,  714,  1062,  1185,  1218 

bill  donating,  to  Michigatx.for  the  endowment 
of  female  colleges  in  said  State 427. 

bill  to  exclude  traitors  and  alien  enemies  from 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  in  civil  cases 
and  from  the 719,  843,  2774 

bill  relating  to  the  Las  Ormegas  and  La  Nana 
grants 480,  1884,  2333,  3397 

bill  to  confirm  certain  entries  of,  in  the  Slate  of 
Missouri.. ..-526,  940,  3057,  3060,  3061,  3141 

bill  granting,  to  aid  in  constructing  the  Lake 
Superior  railroad  and  providing  for  the  use 
of  the  same  by  the  United  Slates  free  of 
charge 543,1036 

bill  (No.  24)  granting,  to  the  State  of  Oregon 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  military  road, 

689,  714 

bill  (No.  23)  granting,  to  the  State  of  Oregon 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  military  road 
from  Eugene  City  to  the  eastern  boundary 
of  said  State 689,  714,  3469 

bill  to  amend  an  act  making  a  grant  of,  to  the 
State  of  Iowa  in  alternate  sections  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  said 
State,  706,  1453, 1886,  2384,  2475,  2613,2672 

bill  granting,  to   the  State   of  Wisconsin   to 

build  a  military  road  to  Lake  Superior. ..707, 

1886,  3060,  3077,  3108 

bill  making  a  grant  of,  to  the  Lake  Superior 
and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company,  in  the 

Stale  of  Minnesota 743, 

1036,  1058,  1118,  1119,  1887,  2035 

bill  extending  the  time  for  the  completion  of 
certain  railroads  in  the  State  of  Iowa 785 

bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  apply 
certain,  granted  by  Congress  to  the  education 
of  orphan  children  of  soldiers  who  die  during 
the  war 877,  1884,  1901 

bill  granting,  to  construct  a  wagon  road  in  Cal- 
ifornia  874 

bill  (No.  140)  to  provide  for  the  develo|mnent 
of  the  mineral  resources  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  of  the  ,...; -. 232,  909 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  438)  to  amend  an  act  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph 
line  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific 
ocean  and  to  secure  to  the  Government  the 
USJ3  of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  other 
purposes...  1142, 2671, 2842, 3021, 3060, 3062, 
3079,  3115,  3148, 3180,  3242, 3244,  3266, 
3317,  3357,  3388,  3479,  3480,  3523,  3530 

bill  in  relation  to  mines  and  minerals  on  the,  1184 

bill  granting,  to  Wisconsin  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroads  in  said  Stale 1577, 

1695,  1715,  1886,  2G63 

joint  resolution  (No.  38)  explanatory  of  the 

tenth  section  of  an  act  to  reduce  the  expenses 

of  the  survey  of  the,  of  the  United  States, 

1349,  2694,  3421 

bill  for  the  relief  of  thesettlers  upon  certain,  in 
California 1387,1999,2031,2810 

bill  granting  to  the  West  Virginia  Central  Rail- 
road Company  two  million  acres  of  the,  on 
certain  conditions 1408 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  a  dona- 
tion of,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  ship 
canal  at  the  head  of  Sturgeon  bay,  in  the 
county  of  Door,  id  said  State,  and  Backwater, 
on  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  so  as  to  con- 
nect the  waters  of  Green  bay  with  Lake 
Michigan  in  said  State 1792,  2787^ 

bill  (S.  No.  208)  making  a  grant  of,  to  the  Stale' 
of  Iowa  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  McGregor  to  some  point  on  the 
Missouri  river,  and  certain  collateral  roads, 
to  connect  with  the  railroads  in  the  Stale  of 
Minnesota 1791 

bill  concerning  certain  locations  of,  in  the  State 

of  Missouri 1942, 

2777,  2810,  3240,  3397,  3423 

joint  resolution  amendatory  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion approved  July  12,  1862,  granting  to  the 
State  of  Minnesota  the  right  to  change  the 
line  of  certain  branch  railroads  in  said  State, 

1943 

bill  (S.  No. 216)  to  grant  the  right  of  preemption 
to  certain  settlers  on  the  llancho  Bolsa  de 
Tomales 2033, 2090,  2787 

bill  (S.  No.  233)  making  an  additional  grant  of, 
to  the  State  of  Kansas  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  railroad  and  telegraph  lines 1760, 

2056,3421,3423,3432 


Public  lands — Continued^ 

bill  to  amend  the  act  granting  the  right  of  way 
to  the  State  of  Missouri  and  a  portion  of  the, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads 
in  said  Slate 2090 

bill  extending  the  time  for  ihecompletion  of  the 
Marquetteand  Ontonagon  railroadof  theStale 
of  Michigan... .1466,  2289,  2579,  2722,  3105 

bill  (No.  250)  making  a  grant  of  alternate  sec- 
tions of,  to  the  State  of  Michigan  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  said 
State 2338,  2607,  2695,  2716 

bill  making  an  additional  grant  of,  to  the  State 
of  Minnesota  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
railroads  from  Stillwater,  by  way  of  St.  Paul 
and  St.  Anthony,  to  a  point  between  Big 
Stone  lake  and  the  mouth  of  Sioux  Wood 
river,  with  a  branch  to  St.  Cloud,  and  to  the 
navigable  waters  of  Red  River  of  the  North, 
■  as  the  Legislature  may  determine 2426 

bill  granting,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  u 
branch  Union  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 
line  through  the  mineral  lands  of  the  Terri- 
tories of  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  and  Ari- 
zona  2426,2443 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  483)  granting,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from 
Lake  Superior  toPuget  sound,  on  the  Pacific 

coast,  by  the  northern  route 2427, 

2448,2510,  2611,  3316,3318, 
3357,  3388,  3479,  3517,  3530 

bill  for  the  disposal  of  coal  lands  and  town 
property  on  the 2185 

bill  (No.  271)  toamend  an  actmakingdonations 
to  settlers  on  the,  in  Oregon,  approved  Sep- 
tember 27,  1850,  and  the  acts  amendatory 
thereto 2510,3207 

bill  making  an  additional  grant  of,  to  the  Slate 
of  Minnesota,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  railroads  in  the  said 
Slate 2690 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  17)  relative  to  a  certain 
grant  of,  for  railroad  purposes  made  to  the 
Territory  of  Minnesota  in  the  year  1857,  2694 

bill-  (S.  No.  164)  to  extend  the  time  within 
which  the  Stales  may  select  their  swamp 
lands 2695 

bill  (S.  No.  203)  authorizing  a  grant  to  the 
Slate  of  California  of  the  Yosemite  valley, 
and  of  the,  embracing  the  Mariposa  Big  Tree 

Grove 2695,  3388 

•  bill  making  a  grant  of,  in  alternate  sections  to 
the  Territories  of  Dakota  and  Montana  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  in  said 
Territories 2722 

joint  resolution  (No.  42)  to  extend  the  time  for 
the  reversion  to  the  United  States  of,  granted 
by  Congress  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Pere  Marquette  to  Flint,  and 
for  the  completion  of  said  road 2777 

bill  (S.  No.  109)  to  expedite  the  settlement  of 

titles  to,  in  the  State  of  California 2794, 

3178,  3351,  3428 

bill  (S.  No.  306)  to  grant  to  the  Slate  of  Cali- 
fornia certain,  for  State  prison  purposes, 
2939,  3112,  3182 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  247)  making  a  grant  of,-  to  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  to  build  a  military  road  to 
Lake  Superior 2995 

joint  resolution  reserving  mineral  lands  from 
the  operation  of  all  acts  passed  at  the  present 
session  granting,  or  extending  the  time  of 
former  grants 3104 

bill  (No.  301)  for  the  sale  of  a  lot  of,  in  Iowa 

in  the  Fort  Crawford  reservation 3208, 

3428,  3463 

bill  (No.  315)  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  reserva- 
tions of  the 3311,  3430,  3479 

bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  patents  for  cer- 
tain, in  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  State  of 
Wisconsin 3316 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  559)  to  quiet  the  titles  to,  within 
the  Raiicho  Laguna  de  Santos  Calle,  in  the 
State  of  California 3388 

bill  to  amend  an  act  to  grant  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  certain  purchasers  on  the  Soscol 
ranche  in  the  State  of  California 3389 

bill  (No.  73)  to  amend  an  act  to  enable  the 
trustees  of  Blue  Mont  College  to  enter  a  cer- 
tain quarter  section  of. 3427,  3469 

bill  (S.  No.  193)  to  extend  the  eighth  section 
of  an  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  sales 
of  the,  and  to  grant  preemption  rights,  2464 

(See  Dukola;  Washington  Territory.) 


LXII 


INDEX  TO 


Public  printing,  joint  r^olutioii  (H.  II.  No.  14) 
to  supply  in  pari  deficiencies  in  the  nppro- 
priutions  fov  the,  and  to  supply  deficiencies 
in  the  appropriations  for  bouniies  to  volun- 
teers   G9,  71,  92,  93,  99 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  18)  in  relation  to  the, 
266,  354,  406,  431 

bill  relative  to  the 2298,  2323,  2639 

Public  works,  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
repair,  preservation,  and  completion  of  cer- 
tain, heretolbre  commenced  under  the  au- 
thority of  law 1036 

bill  for  tlio  repair  and  preservation  of  certain, 

of  the  United  States 2238, 

2501,  2578,  2939,  2996,  3014, 
.       3078,  3272,  3278,  3280,  3352 
Public  stores — see  Goods. 

a. 

duarantine,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  563)  in  addition  to 
the  act  respecting,  and  health  laws,  approved 
February  25,  1799,  and  for  the  better  execu- 
tion of  the  third  section  thereof.. .3406,  3538 

(Quartermaster's  department — see  Jlrmy. 

R. 

Radford,  William,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 6,  11,707,  1143,  1292, 

1673,  2001,  2002,  2427,  2454,  3472,  3532 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1905, 

1908,  1942 
Railroad,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  5)  granting  public 
lands  to  the  People's  Pacific,  Company,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a,  and  telegraph 
line  to  the  Pacific  coast  by  the  northein 
route 19,  658,  1533,  1698,  2291 

bill  to  amend  an  act  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a,  and  telegraph  line  from  the  ]\j^issouri 
river  to  the  Pacific  ocean 331 

bill  to  amend  section  fourteen  of  the  act  to  aid 

in  the  construction  of  a,  and  telegraph   line 

from  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean, 

.         410,2607 

bill  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a,  connecting 
the  Pacific  railroad  in  California  with  the 
Columbia  river  in  Oregon 410 

bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  aline  of, 
comtnunicntion  between  the  cities  of  Wash- 
ington and  New  York,  and  to  constitute  the 
eame  a  public  highway  and  a  military  road 
and  a  postal  route  of  the  United  States. .659, 
2833,  3423,  3431 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  438)   to  amend  an   act  to  aid 

in  the  construction  of  a,  and  telegraph  line 

from  the  Missouri  river  to  the -Pacificocean, 

1142,    2671,    2842,    3021,    3060,    3062, 

3079,  3115,  3148,  3180,  3242,  3244,  3266, 

3317,  3357,  3388,  3479,  3480,  3523,  3530 

bill  to  complete  the  southwest  branch  of  the 
Pacific 1164 

bill  extending  the  time  for  the  completion  of 
the  Marquette  and  Ontonagon,  of  the  State 
of  Michigan 1466,  2289,  2579,  2722,  3105 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  190)  to  amend  section  fourteen 
of  an  act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a,  and 
telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the  Govern- 
ment the  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military, 
and  other  purposes 1793 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  191)  to  authorize  and  aid  in 
the  construction  of  a,  connecting  the  Pacific, 
in  California  with  the  Columbia  river  in  Ore- 
gon   2063 

bill  granting  j)ublic  lands  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  ii  branch  Union  Pacific,  and  telegraph 
line  through  the  mit)eral  lands  of  the  Terri- 
tories of  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  and  Ari- 
zona  2426,2448 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  483)  granting  land  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a,  and  telegraph  line  from 
Lake  Superior  to  Puget  sound  on  the  Pacific 

coast  by  the  northern  route 2427, 

2448,2510,2611,3316,3318, 
3357,  3388,  3479,  3517,  3530 

joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President  to 
construct  a  military,  from  the  valley  of  the 
Ohio  river  to  East  Tenncsaec 2476,2610 

joint  resolution  (No.  64)  explanatory  of  an  act 
extending  the  time  for  the  completion  of  the 
Marquette  and  Ontonagon,  of  the  Slate  of 
Michigan 2939,2996 

(Sec  District  of  Columbia;  Public  Lands.) 
Railroad  to  New   York,  the  select  committee  on 
the 36,  100,  108,  127 


Railroad  to  New   York,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  307) 

to  declare  certain  roads  military  roads  and 

post  roads,  and  to  regulate  commerce,  1010, 

1165,  1237,  1253,  1262,  1370,  1371, 

1396,  1466,  1734,  1761,  2253,  2260 

(See  Appendix.) 

I'emarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Alley 1166,  1371 

Mr.  Arnold 1762 

Mr.  Ashley 1165,  1166 

Mr.  Beaman 1466,  1468 

Mr.  Blair,  of  West  Virginia...  .1761,  1762 

Mr.  Brandegee 2266 

Mr.  Broomall 1262, 

1263,  1265,  1467,  1761,  2263,  22G4 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 2258,  2262 

Mr.  Davis, of  New  York 1253 

Mr.  Dawes 1165,  1166,  1762 

Mr.  Dawson 2263 

Mr.  Deming 1010, 

1165,  1166,  1237, 1262,  2253 

Mr.  Eldridge 1762 

Mr.  Farnsworth 1165, 1166 

Mr.  Garfield 1264,  1265,  1371,  2254 

Mr.,Holman 1762 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Iowa 1762 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Pennsylvania, 1468,  2259 

Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan 1761,  1762 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania 2263 

Mr.  Moorhead 2260 

Mr.  Morris,  ofNew York,  1264, 1265, 2260 

Mr.  Pendleton 1262, 

'     1263, 1396,  1468, 2253, 2254, 2256, 2263 

Mr.  Perry 1253 

Mr.  Pruyn.... 1165,  2260,  2261,  2263,  2264 
Mr.  Rogers... .  1165, 1166, 1237, 1238, 1468 

Mr.  Schenck 1237, 

1238,  2260,  2261,  2262,  2263,  2264 

Mr.  Spalding 2264 

Mr.  Starr 1237 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  Jersey 1761,  1762 

Mr.  Stevens 1262,  1370,  1371 

Mr.  Stiles 2260,  2264 

Mr.  Sweat 1.396,  2264 

Mr.  Thayer. 1165 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1262, 

1468,  1762 

Mr.  Wilson 1734,  1762,  2253,  2264 

Mr.  Woodbridge 1396, 

1466,  1467,  1468,  1762,  2256,  2263 

Mr.  Yeaman 1762,2254,2256 

yeasand  nays  on  the 2264 

{See  Dakota;  Utah;  District  of  Columbia;  Public 
Lands.) 
Railroad  Company,  bill  to  amend  the  act  char- 
tering the  Union  Pacific 1990 

Railway,  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a 
national  military  and  postal,  from  the  city  of 
Washington  to  the  city  of  New  York....  148 
Randall,  Samuel  J.,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  11, 

12,  128,  134,  150,  270,  332,  431,  480, 
508, 740,  743, 844, 1 1 19, 1 129, 1 174, 1224, 
1236, 1406, 1679, 1695,  1795,  1814,  2578, 
3060,3083,3085,3143,  3314,  3316,  3398, 
3402,  3404,  3406,  3523,  3527,  3532,  3538 

resolutions  by 128,  1119,  1236,  1406,  3538 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill 828 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1378, 

1396,  1397,  1400 
remarks  on  steam  fire  engine  bill. ...1471,  1472 
remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  395). ..1680, 

1681,  1682 

remarks  on  Pennsylvania  war  claims 1795, 

2135,  2137 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1825, 

1832, 1833,1840, 1849,  1901,  1916,  1941, 

1942,  3020,  3021,  3024,  3025,  3026,  3027 

remarks  on  the  resolution  increasing  the  duties 

on  imports 1857 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2189,2194 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. ..2474 
remarks  on  the  Washington  and  New  York 

railroad  bill  2835 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3143, 

3144,  3145,  3146,  3147,  3148,  3315 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2991 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  3023,3156 
remarks  on  the  Pennsylvania  election  (Kline 

and  Myers) 3242 

Randall,    William    H.,   a    Representative  from 

Kentf.cky 15,260,399,  1396,  1673 

resolutiona  by 260,  1396,  1673 


Ra4.ions,  joint  resolution  (No.  28)  providing  for 
payment  to  soldiers  in  the  field  of  the  value 

of  short 1286 

Read,  Commander  Abner,  joint  resolution  (No. 
42)  authorizing  payment  of  prize  money  due 
to|  United  States  Navy,  to  his  widow,  Con- 
stance Read 844,878,  888 

Rebellion,  joint  resolution  concerning  the  resto- 
ration of  the  civil  authority  of  certain  States 
and  of  the  United  States  within  regions  once 

under  the  control' of  the  existing 20, 

109,  190 
bill  repealing  part  of  the  joint  resolution  ex- 
planatory of  the  act  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, to  punish  treason  and,  to  seize  and 
confiscate  the  property  of  rebels. ..110,  2773 
joint  resolution  (M.  R.  No.  18)  to  amend  a 
joint  resolution  explanatory  of  an  act  to 
suppress  insurrection,  punish  treason  and, 
to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  reb- 
els  127,  184, 

190,210,  234,  263,  266,  281,  297,  313,  351, 

374,  399,  406,  448,  467,  496,  508,  543,  566 

bill  to  abolish  certain   laws  in   the  conquered 

territories  of  the  confederate  States  and   to 

prescribe  the  terms  of  their  admission  into 

the  Union 151,  1266 

bill   to   guaranty  certain    States   a  republican 

form  of  government 259,  668, 

1243, 1679, 1737, 1764,  1970,  1972,  2002, 
2029,  2036,  2063,  2095,  2132,  3518,  3535 
(See  Appendix.) 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  212)  to  provide  for  ascertain- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment forinjury  or  destruction  of  property 
by  the  Army  of  the  United  States  or  by  mil- 
itary authority  during  the  present,  148,495, 
3055,  3056,  3057,  3060,  3077,  3078,  3080 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 3059 

Mr.  Ancona ...306O 

Mr.  Beaman 3059 

Mr.  Blaine 3060 

Mr.  Boutwell 3059 

Mr.  Creswell 3060 

Mr.  Farnsworth 3058,3059,  3060 

Mr.  Fenton 3055,  3056,  3057,  3058 

Mr.  Garfield 3058,3059 

Mr.  Hale 3055, 

3056,  3057,  3058,  3059,  3060,  3079 

Mr.  Harrington 3060 

Mr.  Holman 3056,  3057,  3060 

Mr.  Hotchkiss 3058 

Mr.  Le  Blond 3060 

Mr.  Mallory 3058,  3059,3080 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania 3060 

Mr.  Rollins,  of  Missouri 3080 

Mr.  Sloan 3080 

Mr.  Smith 3057 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  York 3056 

Mr.  Thayer 3058 

Mr.  Thomas 3057 

Mr.  Wadsworth 3059,  3060 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 3055, 

3056,  3058,  3060,  3077 

Mr.  White,  J.  W 3080 

Mr.  Wilson 3056, 3057, 3058,  .3059 

Mr.  Wiitdom 3057 

yeas  and  nays  on  the. ..3056,  3058,3059,3060 
(See  Military  Governments.) 

Rebellious  States,  the  select  committee  on 33, 

37    45   313 

reports  from 259,  668,  2833 

Rebellioua^States:  joint  resolution  (No.  108)  in 
relation  to  representation  from  States  which 
have  been  declared  by  proclamation  in  rebel- 
lion  3178,3389 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Ashley 3390 

Mr.  Blair 3389,  3390 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 3389, 

3390,  3392 

Mr.  Cox 3389,  3.390 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 3389,  3394 

Mr.  Dawes 3389,  3390,  3394 

Mr.  Diiggs 3392 

Mr.  Griswold 3390 

Mr.  Mallory 3390 

Mr.  Schenck 3389 

Mr.  Stevens 3394 

Mr.  Wadsworth 3390 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 3394 

Rebels,  alleged  correspondence  with 1504, 

1733,1814,2091 
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Reciprocity  treaty:  joint  resolution  authorizing 
the  President  to  give  the  requisite  notice  for 
terminating  the  trecUy  made  with  Great  Britain 
on  belialf  of  the  British  provinces  in  North 
America  and  to  appoint  commissioners  to  ne- 
gotiate a  new  treaty  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment based  upon  the  true  principles  of  reci- 
procity  9, 19, 1371, 1387, 2298, 2333, 

2364,  2452,  2453,  2476,  2482,  2502,  2508 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 2503 

Mr.  Ancona 2509 

Mr.  Arnold 2369, 

2370,  2371,  2455,  2481,  2482,  2483,  2508 

Mr.  Baxter 2502,  2503 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 2483,  2509 

Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York,  2454, 2455, 2456 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 2504 

Mr.  Eliot 2476,  2477,  2478 

Mr.  Parnsworth 2508,  2509 

Mr.  Fenton 2509 

Mr.  Ganson 2481 

Mr.  Grinnell 2370 

Mr.  Kelley 2367 

Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan 2481 

Mr.  Littlejohn 2505 

Mr.  Moorhead 2370 

Mr.  Morrill 2364,  2369,  2452, 

2455,  2477,  2480,  2482,  2483,  2505,  2506 
Mr.  Pike,  2364,2367,2371,2456,2479,2480 

Mr.  Pruyn 2370,2481,  2482,  2483 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Maine ; 2503 

Mr.  Sloan 2508 

Mr.  Spalding 2481,  2482,  2504 

Mr.  Sieele,  of  New  York 2504 

Mr.  Stevens 2478,  2479,  2480,  2509 

Mr.  Sweat 2503,  2504 

Mr.  Thayer 2369 

Mr.  Ward 1387,  2298, 

2333,  2452,  2482,  2483, 2502,  2506,  2509 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 2481, 

2382,  2483,  2504,  2506,  2508,  2509 

Mr.  Wilson  2482 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2508,  2509 

Reconstruction:  bill  to  guaranty  to  certain  States 
whose  governments  liavc   been   usurped  or 
overthrown,  a  republican   foi-m   of  govern- 
ment, 259,  068,  1243,  1737,  1764,  1970,  1972, 
2002,  2036,  2063,  2095,  2132,  3518,  3535 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1247,  1737 

Mr.  Ancona 2107 

Mr.  Asiilcy 1743, 

1764,  1766,  2068,2069,  2105 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Michigan 1981 

Mr.  B'eaman 1243,  1767 

Mr.  Doutwcll 2067,  2068,  2102,  2105 

Mr.  Brandegec 2132 

Mr.  Broomall 1767 

Mr.  Cox 1766,  1767,  2095,  2107,  2108 

Mr.  Cravens 2045 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 1243, 

1247,  1766,  1767,  2107,  2108,  3518 

Mr.  Dawson 1972,  1974 

Mr.  Denison 2039 

Mr.  Donnelly 2036 

lyir.  ElJridge 2108 

Mr.  Farnsworth 2107,  2108 

Mr.  Gooch 2069,  2108 

Mr.  Holman 2005,2108 

Mr.  Kelley 1980,2078 

Mr.  Kernan 2067,  2068,  2069 

Mr.  Loan 2069 

Mr.  Longyear 2011 

Mr.  Mclndoe 2108 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania 1767 

Mr.  Moorhead 1974 

Mr.  Morrill 2107 

Mr.  Norton ]743,  1764 

Mr.  Odell 1767,  2108 

Mr.  Pendleton 2105 

Mr.  Perham 2063 

Mr.  Perry 2071 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Maine 2107 

Mr.  Scofield 1771,  1970 

Mr.  Smithers 17.39 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  York 2108 

Mr.  Stevens 2041,  2J07,  2108 

Mr.  Strousc 1980,2043 

Mr.  Thuyer 2002,2005 

Mr.  Williams 1974,  iggO 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 2074 

Mr.  Yeunian 2006 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2107,  2108,  S.'ilS 


Red  river,  inquiry  as  to  the  causes  of  the  disas- 
ters on  the 2249 

Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 93 

Register,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  31)  authorizing 

the  issue  of  a,  to  the  steamer  Mohawk,  1037, 

1118,  1261,  1284 

bill  (S.  No.  249)  to  authorize  the  issuing  a,  to 

the  steam  vessel  John  Martin 1791 

Registers,  bill  in  addition   to  acts  in  relation  to 

the,  of  vessels 2289,  2787 

Registers  of  land  offices — see  Compensation. 

Reporters — see  Courts;  Congressional  Globe. 

Reports — see  .drmy. 

Representation  in  Congress — see  Election. 

Reservation — see  Public  Lands. 

Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  the  Committee 

on 18 

Revolutionary  Claims,  the  Committee  on 18 

reports  from 1236,  2809,  3053,  3054 

discharged  from  subjects 2575 

Revolutionary  pensioners,  number  of 939 

Revolutionary  Pensions,  the  Committee  on.. ..18 

reports  from 940,  1036,  2575,  2809 

discharged  from  subjects 1942 

Revenue,  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  report  made  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Internal 94,  165,  173 

bill  to  repeal  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law  on 
the  importation  of  coal  and  paper  envel- 
opes  100 

bill  (No.  122)  to  increase  the  internal,  168,  215, 
234,  268,  282,  303,  309,  310,  319, 
508,  536,  573,  595,  660,  687,  689, 
691,  707,  738,  772,.776,  827,  892, 
920,  933,  939,  941,  972,  991,  994 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 216,305,307, 

668,  688,  689,  690,  892,  893,  935,  939 

Mr.  Alley  .'. 284 

Mr.  Ancona 313,693 

Mr.  Anderson 893 

Mr.  Arnold 286,  287 

Mr.  Ashley 893 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts..." 285 

Mr.  Baxter.... 692,  693,  707,  893 

Mr.  Beaman 893 

Mr.  Blaine 285,  288,  309 

Mr.  Blair,  of  West  Virginia 692 

Mr.  Bliss 286,  313 

Mr.  Boutwell 309,  311,  708 

Mr.  Boyd 693,  939 

Mr.  Brooks 216,303,  304,  306,  308 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 218, 

271,  287,  310,311 

Mr.  Clay 272,  287 

Mr.  Chauler 269,  270 

Mr.  CofTroth 271,287 

Mr.  Cox 662,  663,  687,  690,  692,  893 

Mr.  Cravens 313 

Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York 282, 

661,  662,  692,  939 

Mr.  Dawes 305,  306,  308,  691,  893 

Mr.  Dawson 287 

Mr.  Driggs 692,  935,  939 

Mr.  Eldridge 272,  667,  690,  893 

Mr.  Eliot , 892 

Mr.  English 288 

Mr.  Farnsworth 939 

Mr.  Ganson 218 

Mr.  Garfield 285,286,  313,  935 

Mr.  Grinnell 268, 

269,  307,  663,  667,  688,  689,  778,  935 

Mr.  Harrington 304,  306 

Mr.  Holman 217,  271, 

272,286,  287,  288,  304,  309,  310,  311, 
312,536,  660,  662,  687,  690,  693,  708 

Mr.  Hooper 234,  288,  309,  310 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Iowa 707 

Mr.  Hutchins 689 

Mr.  Kasson 272,  283, 

284,  286,  288,  663,  664,  665,  666, 
690,  691,  693,  708,  778,  920,  933 

Mr.  Kelley 269,  270,  307 

Mr.  King 893 

Mr.  Lovejoy 217, 

218,  268,  270,  271,  272,  282,  284, 

285,  286,  287,  662,  892,  893,  939 

Mr.  Mallory 287,  665,  693,  920,  933 

Mr.  Marcy 217 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania,  272,  287,  092 
Mr.  Morrill 271, 

272,  283,  284,  285,  304,  305,  309, 

536,  663,  664,  920,  933,  934,  935 

Mr.  Noble 217,  272,  3'il,  707,  708 


Revenue,  bill  (No.  122)  to  increase  the  internaP- 
Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Odell 779 

Mr.  Pendleton 283,  303,  310,  892,  893 

Mr.  Pike 283,284,  691 

Mr.  Price 691 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania 270 

Mr.  Schenck 311,  893,  933,  934 

Mr.  Smith 664,  692 

Mr.  Spalding 660,  920,  934,  939 

Mr.  Stevens 215,  216,  217, 

218, 208, 270, 271, 272, 282, 283, 285, 287, 
288, 303, 308, 309, 310, 311, 312,  313, 573, 
574, 595,  660,  666,  687, 690,  691, 092, 693, 
708, 776, 777,  778, 779, 892, 920,  933,  935 

Mr.  Stiles 287,  660,  893,  935 

Mr.  Sweat 662 

Mr.  Voorhees 304, 

305,  306,  308,  665,  666,  667,  690,  691 

Mr.  Wadsworth 310 

Mr.  Ward 308,  309,  776,  778 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  217,  272,  283, 
285,  286,  306,  310,  311,  312,  313, 
536,  660,  662,  6G3,  665,  690,  092, 
693,  708,  776,  777,  779,  892,  893 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Massachusetts 311 

Mr.  Williams 690,  691,  692 

Mr.  Wilson. ..304,  307,  690,  691,  692,  935 

Mr.  Woodbiidge 779,  935 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 217,  268, 

270, 271, 272, 282, 284, 288, 309, 310, 311, 
313,  660,  661,  665, 666,  690,  691,  692,  777 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 311, 

313,  692,  707,  708,  779,  893,  935 

bill  to  amend   an   act  to   provide  internal,  "to 

support  the  Government,  and  pay  interest  on 

the  public  debt 410 

bill  to  amend  an  act  further  to  provide  for  the 

collection  of  duties  on  imports 410 

joint  resolution  to  amend  section  seventy-five 
of  an  act  to  provide  internal,  to  su])port  the 
Government,and  to  pay  interest  on  the  public 

debt 825 

bill  (H.  P>..  No.  265)  supplementary  to  an  act 

to  provide  ways  and  means  for  the  support' 

of  the  Government.. ..825,  876,  895,  920,  944 

bill  to  continue  the  suspension  of  apart  of  the 

act  to  provide  increased,  from  imports,  to  pay 

interest  on  the  public  debt 874 

bill  requiring  the  proof  of  the  payment  of  duty 
on  foreign  salt  before  the  payment  of  allow- 
ances provided  by  acts  of  July  29,  1813,  and 

March  3,  1819 1236,  3018,  3141 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.    67)   to  increase 
temporarily  the  duties  on  imports. ...1695, 
1697,  1702,  1847,  1855,  1967,  1995 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1697,  1855,  1856 

Mr.  Cox 1856,  18.58 

Mr.  Dawes 1856,  1857,  1858 

Mr.  Eldridge 1855 

Mr.  Grinnell 1856 

Mr.  Holman 1858,  1859 

Mr.  Kalbfleisch 1856 

Mr.  Kasson 1855, 1859 

Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan 1856 

Mr.  Kernan 1857 

Mr.  Moorhead 1856,  1857 

Mr.  Morrill '. •. 1702, 

1703, 1847, 1848, 1855, 1857, 1858, 1859 

Mr.  Pendleton 1697 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania ..1S57 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts 1857,  1858 

Mr.  Stevens 1695, 

1697, 1702, 1703,  1855, 1857, 1859 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 1695, 

1855, 1858, 1859 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  405)   to  provide   internal,   to 

support  the  Government,  to  pay  interest 

on  the  public  debt 1532, 

1633, 1634, 1658, 1659, 1697,  1715,  1755, 
1784, 1814,  1815,  1818, 1821,  1827, 1832, 
1833, 1848, 1875, 1901, 1903,  1909,  1934, 
1940,  1942,  1959,  2030,  2810,  2885,  2995, 
2996,  3000,  3018,  3021,  3024,  31)55,  3050, 
3078,  3267,  3272,  3275,  3280,  3423,  3424 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1786, 1790, 1815,1819, 

1820,1824,1826,1833,1850,  1851,  1852, 
1854,1875,  1908,1916,  1917,1918,  J940 

Mr.  Alley 1905 

Mr.  Allison 1878,3020 

Mr.  Amee 1833,  1839 
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Revenue,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  405)  to  provide  internal, 
to  support  the  Government,  to  pay  interest 
on  the  public  debt — Contimied. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Ancona..'. 1836, 

1840,  1943,  2030,  3020 

Mr.  Arnold „ 1905,  1936 

Mr.  Ashley 1943 

Mr.  Baldwin, ofMassaciiusetts,  1733, 2999 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Michigan 1903,  1908 

Mr.  Beamnn 1755, 

1819, 1823, 1902, 1908,2999, 3001 

Mr.  Bennet 1915 

Mr.  Blaine 1839,  1853^1907 

Mr.  Boutwell,  1755, 1756, 1758, 1759, 1760, 
1784,  1735,1788,1789,1791,  1815,1816, 
1817,  1818,1819,1821,1835,  1836,1839, 
1850,  1852, 1877, 1879, 1880,  1883, 1884, 
1901,  1902,1908,1909,1910,  1911,1912, 

1916,  1941,2997,3000,3001,  3004,  3423 
Mr.  Bronk« 1729,  1732, 

1733,  1755,  1756,  1758,  1787, 1788,  1937 

Mr.  Broomall 1786, 

1880,  1881,  1934,  2998 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 2997, 

3000,  3001,  3018 

Mr.  Chanler 1835 

Mr.  Clark,  A.  W 1849 

Mr.  Clay 1850 

Mr.  Cobb 1833,  3424 

Mr.  Coffroth 1758 

Mr.  Cole,  of  California 1820, 

1833,  1851,  1909,  1916,  2996,  3025 

Mr.  Cox 1634, 

1787,  1824,  1825,  1826,  1827,  1838, 
1850,  1907,  1941,  1942,  2995,  3020 

Mr.  Creswell 1756,  1757, 1820,  1903 

Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York 3277 

Mr.  Dawes 1757,  1827, 

1853,  1876,  1880,  1881, 1882, 
1906,  1910,  1934,  1943,  2810 

Mr.  Dawson 1418,  1942,  3024,  3025 

Mr.  Deming .- 1940 

Mr.  Dcnison 182] 

Mr.  Driggs 3277 

Mr.  Eldridge... 1790, 

1820,  1910,  1935,  1942, 1959,  2997,  3001 

Mr.  Farnswonh 1756, 

1835,  1849,  1850,  1854,  1875,  1878, 
1917,  1934,  1936,  1937,  1941,  3028 

Mr.  Fonton 1821, 

1824,  1835,  1851.  1883,  1903,  1904, 
1905,  1908,  1936,  2810,  2996,  2998,  3021 

Mr.  Finck 1939,  1942 

Mr.  Frank , 1817, 

1818,  1836,  1848,  1850,  1876,  1877 

Mr.  Ganson 1761,  1788,  1819, 

1820,  1821, 1823.  1824, 18.38, 1850,  1876, 

1879,  1883,  1884,  1903, 1907, 1915,  1916, 

1917,  1935,  1941,  2997,3001,  3027,  3277 
Mr.  Garfield 1850, 

1852,  1854,  2996,  3055 

Mr.  Grinnell 1757,  1758,  1759, 

1761,  1787,  1815, 1818,  1819, 1820, 1826, 
1834,  1835,  1852,  1853,  1854,  1876,  1877' 

Mr.  Griswold 1822, 

1826,  1833,  1838,  1877,  1882,  1936 

Mr.  Hale 1758,  1791,  2999 

Mr.  Higby 1833, 

1834,  1850,  1914,  1915,  1941,  3026 

Mr.  Holman 1755,  1756, 

1758,  1759,  1760,1761,  1787, 1817,  1818, 
1819, 1822, 1823,  1827,  1833,  1835,  1837, 
1838,  1839, 1840, 1852, 1853,  1854, 1875, 

1880,  1901,  1904,  1905, 1906, 1908, 1912, 
1916,  1917, 1918, 1934, 193G,  1938,  1940, 
1943,2810,2996,  2997,  2998,2999,  3018, 
3019,  3020,  3024,  3025,  3027,  3055, 3277 

Mr.  Hooper 1788,  1789, 

1819,  1820,  1824, 18.'i2,  1876, 1878, 1879, 
1880,  1882,  1883,  1901, 1937,  1938,  1943 

Mr.  Hotchkiss 1757, 

1815,  1835,  1840,  1880, 1882,  1903,  2998 
Mr.  Hubbard.of  Connecticut. ..1732, 1877 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  lown 1759, 

1760,  1786,  1815,  1816,  1819, 
1820,  1854,  1903,  1904,  3025 

Mr.  Ingersoll 3019 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Pcrnusylvania 18.')0, 

1851,  18.52,  1854,  1875,  1876, 
1877,  1878, 1880,  1881, 1903,  1907, 
1908,  1916,  1941,  1942,  1959,2999 

Mr.  Kalblloisch 176J,  J815,  1818, 

1823,  1824s  1904,  )90.'>i  190T;  1912, 1913 


Revenue,  bill  (H.  R. No.  405)  to  provide  internal, 
to  support  the  Government,  to  pay  interest 
on  the  public  debt — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Kasson 1732, 

1733,  1755,  1757,  1758,  1760,  1761, 
1786,  1787,  1788,  1789,  1790,  1791, 
1815,  1816, 1818, 1820, 1821, 1822,  1823, 
1824,  1833, 1835, 1837, 1838,  1839, 1849, 
1850,  1852, 1853, 1854,  1878, 1882, 1883, 
1902,  1903, 1904, 1907,  1908,  1911,  1912, 
1913,  1914,  1915,  1916,  1934,  1938,2998 

Mr.  Kdlogsr,  of  Michigan 1819,  1935 

Mr.  Kellogg,  of  New  York 1825,1826 

Mr.  Kernan 1755, 

1756,  1760,  1761,  1821,  1835,  1836, 
1840,  1848,  1849,1879,1880,1881,  1883, 
1905,  1917, 1934,  1935,  1936, 1937,  1938, 

1941,  2997,  2998,  2999,  3018,  3024,  3277 

Mr.  King 1906,  1908 

Mr.  Law 1761,  1789,  1833 

Mr.  Mallory 1820, 

1823,  1824,  1834,  1835,  1837 

Mr.  Marcy 1824 

Mr.  Marvin 3026 

Mr.  Miller,  of  New  York 1833,  1839 

Mr.  Moorhead,  1823,1824,1825,1833,1912 

Mr.  Morrill 1633,  1634,  1658,  1697, 

1715,  1733,  1755, 1756, 1757, 1758, 1759, 
1760,  1761,  1784,  1785,  1786, 1787, 1788, 
1790,  1791, 1814, 1815, 1816, 1818,  1819, 

1820,  1821, 1822, 1823,  1824, 1825,  1826, 
1827,  1832, 1833,  1834, 1835, 1836,  1837, 
1838-,  1848,  1849, 1850, 1851, 1852, 18.53, 
1854,  1875,  1876,  1877, 1878, 1879, 1882, 
1883,  190],  1902,  1903, 1904, 1905, 1906, 

1907,  1908,  1909,  1912, 1913, 1914, 1915, 
1916,  1917, 1918, 1934, 1935,1936,  1937, 
1938,  1939,  1940, 19^1,1942, 1943,2810. 
2885,  2995,  2996, 2998,  2999,  3000,  3018, 
3019,  3020,  .3021 ,  3024,  3025,  3026, 3027, 
3028,  3055,  3056,  3275,  3277,  3.278,  3280 

Mr.  Morris,  of  New  York 2998 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio 1820 

Mr.  Myers,  A 1788, 

1820,  1823,  1835,  1839,  1840,  1941 

Mr.  Myers,  L 1819,  1907 

Mr.  Nelson 1824, 

1826,  1827,  1836,  3019,  3020 

Mr.  Norton 1757,  1835,  1840,  1903 

Mr.  Odell 1757, 

1849,  1902,  1918,  1934,  1943,3277,  3278 

Mr.  O'Neill,  of  Pennsylvania 1941 

Mr.  Orth 1820 

Mr.  Patterson 1822 

Mr.  Pendleton 1715, 

1756,  1761,  1784,  1787,  1839,  1850, 
1852,  1880, 1881,  1882,  1883,  1884, 1905, 

1908,  1909,  1910,  1911,  1912,  1913,  .3055 

Mr.Perham 1790 

Mr.  Pike 1759, 1760, 1851,  1852,  1854, 

1875,  1876,  1906,  1918,  1937,  3024,  3025 

Mr.  Price 1814, 

1815,  1819,  1834,  1835,  1853,  1913, 
1916,  1917,  1935,  1936,  2998,  3055 

Mr.  Pruyn 1816, 

1837,  2997,  3000,  3027,  3055 

Mr.  Radford 1905,  1908,  1942 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania 1825, 

1832,  1833, 1840, 1849,  1901, 1916,  194], 

1942,  3020,  3021,  3024,  3025,  3026,  3027 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Maine 1757 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts 1823, 

1904,  1934 

Mr.  Ross 1835,  1902, 1903,  1941,  1942 

Mr.  Schenck 1850 

Mr.  Scofield 1757,  1789, 

1822,  1823,  1825, 1826. 1834, 1835, 1840, 

1849,  1879,  1905,  1907,  1941,  1943,  2999 
Mr.  Shannon 1826, 1834, 

1835,  1914,  1915,  1916,  2996,  3024,3026 

Mr.  Sloan 1755,  1824 

Mr.  Smith 1758,  1759,  1760,  2030 

Mr.  Smithers , 1852 

Mr.  Spalding 1877, 1937,  1938,  2030 

Mr.  Stebbins 1718 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  York 1850 

Mr.  Stevens 1756,  17.58,  1760, 

1785,  1815, 1816, 1817, 1818,  1819, 1820, 

1821,  1822, J823, 1825,  1826, 1833,  1836, 
1837,  18;)9, 1840,  1850, 1876.  1879,  1880, 
1882,  1883,  1905,  1907, 1908, 1909, 1913, 
191-5,  1910,  1917,1918,  1941,  1943,2997, 
25)98,  3000,  3001,  3020,  .3024,  3030,  3055 


Revenue,  bill  (H.R.No.  405)  to  provide  internal, 
to  support  the  Government,  to  pay  interest 
on  the  public  debt — Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Thayer 1817,  1818, 

1820,  1835,  1838,  1882,  1883,  1902, 1903 

Mr.  Upson. ..1787,  1820, 1821,  1822, 1826, 

1840, 1852, 1853, 1879,  1883, 1902,  1910. 

1911,  1939,  1941,  1943,2998,  2999,  3000 

Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh .3021 

Mr.  Wallace 1915 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1658, 

1785,  1786,  1939, 1940, 1942, 1943,2810, 
2996,  3019,  3020,  3024,  3025,  3026,  3027 

Mr.  Webster 1820 

Mr.  Whaley 1941 

Mr.  Wilson 1755, 1758, 1759, 

1761,  1786, 1787, 1819, 1821,  1837,  1838, 
1876, 1878, 1881,  1906,  1918, 1938,  2996, 
2998,  2999,  3019,  3020,  3024,  3025,  3055 

Mr.  Windom 1733,  17.58,  1759,  1941 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 1722, 

1786,  1787,  1790,  1816,  1835,  1836, 
1837,  1849,  1850,  1939,  1943,  2996,3019 

Mr.  Woodbridge....l791,  1826, 1827,3027 

Mr.  Yeaman 1908,  1938 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1760,  1941, 

1942,  1943,  2030,  2998,  3018,  3020,' 3021 

jointresolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  to  release  certain  goods  from  the 

payment  of  duties 1884 

joint  resolution  amendatory  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion to  increase  temporarily  the  duties  on  im- 
ports, approved  April  29,  1864 2427 

bill  to  increase  the  duties  on  imports 2526, 

2672,  2690,  2717,  2743,  2750,  2815, 
3079,  3311,  3351,  3388,  3395,  3402 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 2717,  2718 

Mr.  Alley 2748 

Mr.  Arnold 2749 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts 2718 

Mr.  Eeaman 2718 

Mr.  Blaine 2683 

Mr.  Brooks 2718,  2719,  2743, 

2745,  2747,  3079,  3312,  3313,  3403,  3404 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 2748, 

2749,  2750 

Mr.  Coffroth 2722 

Mr.  Cole,  of  California 2717 

Mr.  Cox 2675, 

2677,  2680,  2681,  2683,  3313,  3403,  3404 

Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York 2722 

Mr.  Dawes 2681,  2684 

Mr.  Dawson 2750 

Mr.  Driggs 2744,  2746 

Mr.  Eldridge 2690,  2719,  3404 

Mr.  Fenion 2722,2744,  2749,27.50 

Mr.  Ganson 2748 

Mr.  Garfield 2722 

Mr.  Gooch 2746,  2747 

Mr.  Grinnell 2084,  2718 

Mr.  Griswold 2717,  2749 

Mr.  Hale 2717 

Mr.  Holman. ..2721,  2745,2748,  2750,  3314 

Mr.  Hooper 2744,2749 

Mr.  Flotchkiss 2749 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Connecticut. ..2718,  2719 

Mr.  Kalbfleisch 2722,  2749 

Mr.  Kasson. ..2743,  2744,  2747,  2749,  2750 

Mr.  Kelley 2684,  2747,2748 

Mr.  Kellong,  of  Michigan 2744 

Mr.  Kernan 2718, 

Mr.  Lc  Blond 2747,  2748,  3313 

Mr.  Littlojohn 3311,  3312 

Mr.  Mallory 2677, 

2681,  2718,  2719,  2721,  2722,  2750 

Mr.  Moorhead 2717,  3312 

Mr.  Morrill 2526, 

2672,  2680,  2681,  2689,  2690,  2691, 
2692,  2717,  2718,  2719,  2720, 2721, 2722, 
2743,  2744,  2745,  2746,2747,2748,27.50, 
3079,  3312,  3313,  3314,  3402,  3403,  3404 

Mr.  Morris,  of  New  York 2743 

Mr.  Myers,  A 2745 

Mr.  Nelson 3312,  3313 

Mr.  Odell 2693,  2747 

Mr.  O'Neill,  of  Pennsylvania... 3312,  3313* 

Mr.  Pendleton 2749 

Mr.  Price 2722,  2745 

Mr.  Pruyn 2675 

Mr.  Stevens 2692, 

2693,  2718,  2722,  2745.  2747,  2748, 
2749,  27.50,  ?311,  3312,  3314f  3404 
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Revenue,  bill  to  increase  the  duties  on  imports — 
Continued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Thayer.. .2689,  2722, 2743,  2744,  2745 

Mr.  Ward 2687, 

2689,  2720,  2721,  2745,  3313 
Mr.  Waehburne,  of  Illinois  ....2749,  3312 

Mr,  Wilson 2720,  2721,  2748,  3311 

Mr.  Winfield 2718,  3313 

Mr.  Woodbridge 2746 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 2690, 

2691,  2692,  2693,  2718 

yeas  and  nays  on  the, 2750,  2751,  3312,3313 

bill  (No.  515)  to  provide  ways  and  mi^nns  for 

the  support  of  the  Government, ..2787,  2947, 

3116,  3182,  3186,  3208,  3214, 

3217,3218,3311,  3351,  3399 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 3185 

Mr.  Arnold ■ 3215,  3216 

Mr.  Ashley 3208,  3209,  3218 

Mr.  Brooks 3187, 

3208,  3209,  3212,  3351,  3352 

Mr.  Broomall 3185 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wi^gconsin 3186 

Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York,  3209, 3215,  3218 

Mr.  Fenton 3186,  3214 

Mr.  Ganson 3183,  3187,  3216,  3218 

Mr.  Holman 3183,  3184, 

3186,  3187,  3212,  3214,  3217,  3218,  3351 

Mr.  Hotchkiss 3185,  3186 

Mr.  Hooper 3116,  3182, 

3183,3184,3186,  3187,  3208,  3209,  3211, 
3212,  3214,  3216,  3217,  3218,  3351,  3352 

Mr.  Kernan 3183, 

3184,  3186,  3187,  3209,  3216 

Mr.  Mallory 3183,  3184,  3185 

Mr.  Morrill 3214 

Mr.  Myers,  A 3217 

Mr.  Noble 3184,  3185,  3186,  3187 

Mr.  Pomeroy 3183, 

3187,  3210,  3211,  3212,  3218 

Mr.  Price 3208 

Mr.  Pruyn  ...3187,  3213,  3216,  3217,  3351 

Mr.  Spalding 3212,  3213 

Mr.  Stevens 2947,  3186, 

3187,  3212,  3213,  3214,  3215,  3216,  3217 

Mr.  Sweat 3183 

Mr.  Washburnc,  of  Illinois 3116, 

3186,  3218,  3351 

Mr.  Wilson 3213,  3214,  3217 

yeas  and  nays  on  the... 3218,  3351 

jomt  resolution  to  continue  in  force  the  joint 
resolution  to  increase  temporarily  the  duties 

on  imports 3317,  3318,  3352 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  120)  imposing  a 

special  income  duty 3523, 

3524,  3525,  3527,  3530,  3531,  3535 
joint  resolution  (No.  78)  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  upon  the  subject 

of  raising,  by  taxation 3536,  3537 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  123)    to  correct 
errors  in  the  internal,  bill. ..3537,  3538,  3539 
Rice,  Alexander  H.,a  Representative  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, 38, 44, 190, 196, 446,  757,759,844, 
845,  972,  999,  1220,  1236,  1262,  1336, 
1337,  1428,  1429, 1472, 1473, 1531, 1532, 
1660,  1697,  1698,  1755,2090,2185,2289, 
2311,  2435,  2694,  2695,2777,2910,  2911, 
3079,  3080,  3083,3085,3112,3311,3389, 
3423,  3428,  3431,  3464,  3531,  3532,  3535 

resolutions  by 44G,  1660,  2311,  291] 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 336, 

337,  355,  356,  372 
remarks  on  the  conscription  bill,  533,  534,  535 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ...810, 
81i;  812,  813, 827, 829,  831, 835, 2058, 
2059,  2060,  2061,  2062,   2310,   2311 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  classification  of  pay- 
masters' clerks 1337 

remarks  on  revenue  bill 1823,  1904, 1934 

remarks  on  the  resolution  increasing  the  duties 

on  imports 1857,  1858 

remarks  on  the  bill  repealing  the  act  for  the 

relief  of  E.  F.  and  S.A.Wood 2839 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Ericsson  con- 
tract  3081,  3082,  3083 

Rice,  John  H.,  a  Representative  from  Maine, 
110,  150,  331,  371.  507,  509,  528,  595,  625, 
668,  714,  757,  759,  874,  940,  942,  1044, 
1098,  1118,  1142,  1170,  1174,  1651,  1673, 
1634,  17;J4,  1736,  1737,  1860,  2057,  2107, 
2155,  2185,  2289,  2298,  2503,  2607,  2771, 
S772,  3115,  3316,  3406,  3430,  3466,  3536 
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Rice,  John  H.,  a  Representative  from  Maine — 
Coniinued. 

resolutions  by 110,  150,  1098,2771,3316 

remarks  on  the  conscription  tjill 551,  577 

remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  bill,  1043 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1757 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Guard- 
ian Society , 1762, 1763 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3105, 

3106,  3108,  3109,  3110,  3395,  3396 

Richner,  William  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .3141, 

3311,  3354 

Richter,  William  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 164 

Ringgold, Commodore  Cadwnlader — see  Thanks. 
Rivers  and  harbors — see  Public  Works. 
River,  bill  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Potomac,  opposite  the  city 

of  Washington 331,757 

Rivers,  bill  to  enlarge  the  canals  and  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin,  from 
the  Mississippi  river  to  Lake  Michigan,  for 

military  and  naval  purposes 1097 

Rives,  John  C,  death  of,  announced 1531 

Roach,  Benjamin,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2271 

Roads  and  Canals,  the  Committee  on 18 

instructions  to 39,  44,  743,  908 

reports  from 38,  658, 1037, 1425, 1734, 1736 

discharged  from  subjects .190 

Roberts,  Louis,  bill  for  relief  of,  1884,  2033, 2273 
Robinson,  James  C,  a  Representative  from  Illi- 
nois  150,459,875,  1533,  1543,1577, 

1618,  1703,  2002,  2095,  2362,  3147, 3310 

resolutions  by 875,  3310 

Robinson,  Sarah,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2271, 

3479,  .3516,  3523,  3530 
Rodgers,  Captain  John — see  Thaiiks. 
Rogers,  A.  C,  a  Representative  from  Arkan- 
sas  2289 

credentials  of,  presented 2289 

(See  Arkansas.) 
Rogers,  Andrew  J.,  a  Representative  from  New 

Jersey 14, 

127, 148, 168, 527,  628, 924, 1152, 1606 

resolutions  by 127 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 299 

remarkson  theNew  Jersey  railroads  bill,  1165, 

1166,  1237,  1238,  1468 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long,  1606, 

1618,  1627,  1628 

Rollins,  Edward  H.,  a  Representative  from  New 

Hampshire 11,  23,  350,351,  1407, 

1408,  1697,  2264,  3311,  3315,3463,  3469 

resolutions  by 3311 

Rollins,  James  S.,  a  Representative  from  Mis- 
souri  38, 

594, 1533, 1660,  2030,  2166,  3080,3436 

resolutions  by 38 

remarks  on  death  of  Hon.  John  W.  Noell,  416 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 516 

remarks  on  conscription  bill,  601,  603,  605,  687 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 979, 

980,  981 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1602, 

~-,       1606,  1628 

remarks  on  the  objects  of  the  war..  .2575,  2578 

remarkson  the  abolition  of  slavery 2992 

[The  copy  of  this  speech  was  retained  by 
Mr.  R.] 
remarks  on  western  navy-yard  bill,  3248, 3249 
Ro.'ss,   Lewis   W.,  a   Representative  from    Illi- 
nois  ..426,  660,  851,  874,  875,940, 

1288, 1289, 1625, 1969,  2057,  2272,  2333, 
2473, 3104,  3179, 3282, 3310,  3428,  3516, 
3523,  3524, 3530,  3531,  3532,  3534,  3538 

resolutions  by 426,  660,  874,  3104 

remarks  on  tlie  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 428,  429,  431 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill,  433,  548,  550 

remarkson  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1835, 

1902,1903,1941,1942 
remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery,  2956,  2980 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  A. 

Baker 3422 

Rules,  select  committee  on  the 8,  18,  33,  594 

instructions  to  the 877, 

1097,  1098,  1531,  2787,  2909,  3103 

reports  from  the 1142,  2809 

amendments  to  the,  propo.-^ed 39,  261, 

297, 877, 1097, 1098, 1531, 2787, 2809, 2909 

suspension  of  the  16th  nr)d  17th  joint 3535 

Russell,  Lieutenant  John  II. — see  Thanks. 
Russell,  W.  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  admin- 
istrators of. 1142,2880,3471 

Russian  fleet,  invitation  to  visit ; 13,  14 

£ 


S. 
Sackett's  Harbor,  joint   resolution   authorizing; 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  sell  at  public 
auction   lot  No.  13,  in   the  village  of.  New 

York -...1337,  1634,  1657 

Salaries,  bill  to  fix  the,  of  the  justices  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  certain  of  the  judges  of  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  874, 2773 
bill  to  equalize  the,  of  the  judges  of  the  several 

Territories  of  the  Unite.d  States 1170 

bill  fixing  the,  of  the  Assistant  Secretaries  of 
the  several  Departments,  and  of  the  First  and 
Second  Assistant  Postmasters  General. ..1324 
bill  to  increase  the,  of  the  judges  and  arbitra- 
tor of  the  mixed  court  under  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 

trade 3207,3208 

bill  (S.  No.  332)   to  establish,  for  postmas- 
ters...  3311,3428,  3431,  3463 

Salary,  bill  to  equalize  the,  of  certain  ofiicera 

therein  named 39 

bill  (S.  No.  247)  in  relation  to  the,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  agent  for  the  Indians  near  Green 

bay 2695 

Savings  bank — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Sawyer,  William,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. 196,  2723,  3240,  3432,  3464 

Schenck,  Robert  C.,a  Representative  from  Ohio, 
37,  40,  70,  71,  91,  92,  94,  190,  196,  233, 
234,  259,  260,  281,  311,  313,  397,  426, 451, 
494,  496,  501,  508,  509,  519,  528,  546,547, 
566,  574,  626,  631,  757,  766,  843,  844,851, 
877,  878,  879,  972,  996,  998,  1012,  1097, 
1098,  1217,  1218,  1237,  1238,  1262,  1286, 
1287,  1336,  1348,  1349,  1466,  1531,  1532, 
1850,  1860,  1944,  1964,  1967,  1969,  2056, 
2139,  2195,  2196,  2265,  2342,  2343,  2363, 
2391,  2425,  2476,  2509,  2510,  2578,  2612. 
2695,  3015,  3016,  3138,  3139,  3142,  3243, 
3309,  3310,  3355,  3357,  3389,  3400,  3402, 
3404,  3423,  3435,  3436,  3464,  3468,  3532 

resolutions  by 234, 

494,  878,  1097,  1217,  1518,  1942,  3400 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  14),  72,  73 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims 165, 

166,  167,  912,  913,  914 
remarks  on  conscription  bill.. .94, 319, 334,  355, 
376,  397,  398,  399,  431,  451,  452,  471, 477, 
529,  530,  531,  532,  533,  534,  535,  547, 551, 
552,  574,  575,  576,  577,  578,  579,  597, 600, 
601,  602,  603,  605,  606,  622,  626,  627, 628. 
629,  631,  687,  733,  766,  767,  768,  772,  836 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 428,  429 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  facilitate  the  payment  of 

bounties 447,  448 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  election ,  684.,  686,  687 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122),  893, 933, 934 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  drop  unemployed  gen- 
eral oflicers 996,997,  998,  1148,  1154, 

1164,  1165,  2215,  2235,  2236,  2237,  2238 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish   a  Bureau  of 

Military  Justice 1012 

remarks  on  the  Massachusetts  election.. ..1120 

remarks  on  the  New  Jersey  railroads  bill,  1237, 

1238,  2260,  2261,  2262,  2263,  2264 

remarks  on   the  resolution  for  an  increase  of 

pay  for  the  soldiers..., 1427,  1428 

remarks  on  the  censure  of  Mr.  Harris...  1517, 

1518,  1519 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1537, 

1543,  1545,  1552,  1633 

remarks  on  the  President's  letter  with  regard 

to  Mr.  Blair's  military  position  ...1937,  1942 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  1999, 

2000,2001,  2002,2473 

remarks  on  the  bill  equalizing  the  soldiers' 

pay 2056, 2057 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  claims 2134,  2135,  2138 

remarks  on  the  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee 

railroad  bill 2610,  2611 

remarks  on  Dakota  election. ..2891,  2892,  2893 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  the 

soldiers 2908,  3078 

remarkson  the  conscription  bill......29Q9,  3112, 

3143,  3144,  3145,  3147,  3148,  3267,  3275, 
8278,  3282,  3284,  3285,  3309,  3310,  3315, 
3316,  3317,  3318,  3319,  3320,  3321,  3353, 
3354,  3355,  3357,  3430,  3431,  3432,  3433, 
3434,  3435,  3465,  346G,  3467,  3468,  3525 
remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ..3107, 
3106,3111,3113,3114,3115 
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Schenck,  Robert  C,  a  Representative  from  Oliio 
— Contiuued. 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  better  organization 

of  the  quartermaster's  department 3355, 

3356,  3357 
remarks   on    the  bill  relating  to   enlistments, 

3400,  3401 
Schenck,  Robert  C,  and  Francis  P.  Blair,  inquiry 

respecting  the  military  position  of. 1854, 

1859,  1939,  1942,  1943,  1967, 
2031,  2908,  3242,  3355,  3389 
School  fund — see  Confiscated  Property. 
Scofield,    Qlenni   W.,   a    Representative    from 

Pennsylvania 39,128,  148, 

356,  909, 970, 1097, 1290, 1336,  1407,  1970, 
1972, 2170,  2835,  2863,  2920,  3179,  3517 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill '433, 

530,  531,  575,  578,  579,  600 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union 808 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405),  1757,  1789, 

1822, 1823, 1825, 1826,  1834,  1835,  1840, 

1849, 1879,  1905, 1907,  1941,  1943,  2999 

remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 1771,  1970 

remarks  on  the  bill  repealing  the  act  for  the 

relief  of  E.  F.  and  S.  A.  Wood 2841 

remarks  on  the  Dakota  election 2862, 

2863,  2864,  2865,  2882,  2883, 

2884,  2887,  2890,  2891,  2892 

remarks  on  the  Pennsylvania  election  (Kline 

and  Myers) 3242,  3243 

Scott,  Joiin  G.,  a  Representative  from  Missouvi, 

313,  1452,  1453,  3357 

Scott,  Rebecca,  bill  granting  a  pension  to. ..1944, 

2273,  2387 

Seamen,  bill  repealing  certain  provisions  of  law 

concerning,  on  board  of  public  and  private 

vessels 2837,  3239,  3280,  3352 

bill  (S.  No.  246)  for  the  relief  of,  and  others, 
not  officers,  borne  on  the  books  of  vessels 
wrecked  or  lost  in  the  naval  service. ...3208, 
.  3428,  3468,  3479,  3535 
(See  J^aval  Service.) 
Segar,  Joseph,  (claiming  a  seat  as  a  Representa- 
tive from    Virginia,)   remarks  on  the   Vir- 
ginia election.. > 2311 

Scrgeani-at-Arnis,  election  of. 11 

Sewerage — see  District  of  Columbia. 
Shannon, Thomas  B.,a  Represemative  from  Cal- 
ifornia  527,  799,  826,  1659, 

1695,  1696,  1860,  1970,  1995,  1999,  2170, 
2207,  2265,  2341,  2613,  3322,  3422,  5470 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  election 685 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  Indian  affairs  in 

California 1370 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1381 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405),  1826,  1834, 

1835,  1914,  1915,  1916,  2996,  3024,  3026 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  carriage  of 

passengers 2836 

remarks  oi)  the  overland  mail  bill. ..2935,  2936 
remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery,  2947,  2948 
remarks    on    the    Pacific    railroad    bill    (No. 

438) , 3022,  3182 

Shepherd,  John  H.,  and  Walter  K.  Caldwell,  bill 

for  the  relief  of. 689,  714,  941,  991 

Sherman,  Major  General  W.  T. — see  Thanks. 
Sliip  canal,  bill  to  facilitate  the  consiruction  of 

a,  orourid  li>e  falls  of  Niagara 190, 

467,  658,  2809 

bill  to  construct  n,  for  the  passage  of  urmed 

naval  vessels  from  the  Mississippi  rivor  to 

Lake  Michigan 88, 

149,  480,  1037,  1216,  1734,  1792,  3533 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1040 

Mr.  Arnold 1037, 

1038,  1039,  1040,  1734,  1792 

Mr.  Hrown,  of  Wi.sconsin 1038,  1040 

Mr.  Cox 1792 

Mr.  Dawes 1038,  1040,  1792,  1793 

Mr.  Fwnsworth 1038 

Mr.  Holman 1037,  1038,  1040 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Connecticut 1040 

Mr.  Morrill , 1038 

Mr.  Norton 1038,  1040 

Mr.  Spelding 1038 

Mr.  Sievciia 1038,  1G39,  1040,  1734 

Mr.  Stuart 17i}2 

Mr.  Wads  worth 1038 

Mr.  Wa.Hhburne,  of  lllinoiH...  .1216,  1792 

ShirclifT,  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  l.'>81,  2272,2386 

Shirley,  Chnrles  li.,  rosoJution  for  the   compen- 

saiion  of. 1673,  1679,  1698 


Shreiner,  George  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of... .3464 

Shuler,  John  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2482 

Skaggs,  Martha  Jane,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. 1217, 

2272,  2386,  3203,  3427,  3464 

Slavery,  abolition   of,  by  an  amendment  of  the 

Constitution 1325,  1326, 

1336,  1347,  1680,  2612,  2613,  2722, 
2939,  2948,  2977,  3000,   3014,  3357 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Arnold 2988,  2992 

Mr.  Ashley :..3000, 3357 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin 3000 

Mr.  Coffroth 2952 

Mr.  Cox 2612,  3000 

Mr.  Edgerton 2985 

Mr.  Eldridge 2613,  2978 

Mr.  Farnsworth 2977,  2978,  2980 

Mr.  Finck 2723 

Mr.  Ganson 2995 

Mr.  Hcrrick 2615 

Mr.  Higby 2939,  2943 

Mr.  Holman 2612, 

2960,  2961,  2978,  2995,  3000,  3357 

Mr.  Ingersoll 2989 

.Mr.  Kalbfleisch 2945,  2995 

Mr.  Kelley ..2983 

Mr.  Kcllosg,  of  Michisan 2954 

Mr.  Kellogg,  of  New  York 2618 

Mr.  Mallory 2612,  2613,  2981,  2982 

Mr.  Marcy 2950 

•  Mr.  Morris,  of  New  York 2613 

Mr.  Pendleton...... 2612, 

2613,  2992,  2993,  2995 

Mr.  Perry 3014 

Mr.  Price 2995 

Mr.  Pruyn..... 2723,  2939 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania 2991 

Mr.  Ross 2956, 2980 

Mr.  Schenck 2612 

Mr.  Shannon 2947,  2948 

Mr.  Stevens 1325, 

1326,  1336,  1680,  1682,  2939,  2982 

Mr.  Stiles ...2995 

Mr.  Strouse 2992 

Mr.  Thayer 2980,  2981,  2993 

Mr.  Wadsworth 2982,  2993 

•Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 2961,  2978 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Massachusetts. ..3014 

Mr.  Wheeler ". 2948 

Mr.  Wilson. ..2612,  2613,  2722,2723,2995 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 2939,  2980,3000 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 1325, 

1680,  2612,  2995,  3014 
bill  to  secure  permanent  peace,  by  removing  the 

cause  of  tlie  war 1096 

Slaves — see  Freedmen;  Fugitive  Slave  Law. 
Slave  trad«,  bill  to  repeal  portions  of  the  act  ap- 
proved March  2,  1807,  relative  tfr  the  coast- 
wise   46 

Sleeper,  John  S., contesting  Representative  from 
Massachusetts,  remarks  on  the  Massachu- 

.  setts  election 945 

Sloan,  Ithamar  C,  a  Representative  from  Wis- 
consin  39, 

94,  406,  467,  843,  909,  1533,  1887,  2036, 
2117,  2194,  2238,  2266,  2267,  2389,  2426, 
2453,  2508,  2579,  2716,  2723,  2776,  2777, 
2787,  2891,  2892,  2893,  3077,  3080,  3111, 
3207,  3316,  3321,  3389,  3469,  3516,  3524 

resolutions  by 39,  467,  2426 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 518 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill. ..530,  532,  535 
remarks  on  the  northern  Pacific  railroad  bill, 
1699,  2291,  2292,  2293 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ...1755, 1824 
remarks  on  granting  homesteads  on  forfeited 

estates ...2234 

remarks  on  the  Washington  and  New  York 

railroad  bill 2834,2835 

remarks  on   the  repeal  of  the   fugitive  slave 

law 2917,2919 

Small-pox  in  the  District  of  Columbia 232 

Smithcrs,  Nathaniel  B.,  a  Representative  from 

Delaware 354,  372,  373, 

374,  1097,  1453,  2265,  2578,  2579,  2586 
remarks  on  the  Dakota  election, 235,  236,  1097 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 374 

remarks  on  Louisiana  election. ...411,  412,  413 

rcDiarks  on  the  conscription  bill 528, 

529,  531,  580,  598,  3321,  3322,  3354 

remarks  on  the  MassachuHL'tts  election....  1121 

remarks  oa  the  agricultural  colleges  bill... 1499 

remarks  oli  the  bill  providing  a  government  for 

the  rebellious  Stales '. 17.39 


Smithers,  Nathaniel  B.,  a  Representative  from 
Delaware — Continued. 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) .1852 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

.Loan) 216.1, 

2164,  2165,  2166,  2167,  2168,  2169,  2170 
remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election  (Mcllenry 

and  Yeaman) 2509,2527,  2538,  2585 

Smith,  Francis  N.,  bill  to  extend  patent  of.. .874 
Smith,  Green  Clay,  a  Representative  from  Ken- 
tucky  46,  99,  261.  297,  410, 

414,  415,  426,  448,  547,  850,  851, 941,  970, 
995,  1098,  1099,  1196,  1519,  1.532,  1784, 
2195,  2197,  2215,  2290,  2298,  2391,  2476, 
2510,  2717,  2743,  2771,  3057,  3423,  3424 

resolutions  by 46,  261,  1098,  3423 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims 166 

remarks  on  the  Dakota  election 234, 

235,  237,  238,  2887,  2892,  2894 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 317, 

509,514,517,519 

remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election 338, 

339,  340,  341 

remarks  on  the  Louisiana  election 412, 

544,  595,  596,  597 
remarks  on  the  Virginia  election  (McKeuzie 

and  Kitchen) 526, 

850,  876,  1673,  1675,  1677,  1678 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 578, 

579,  600,  601,  604,  605,  836 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 664,  692 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156). ..977,  978 
remarks  on  the  bill   to  drop  unemployed  gen- 
eral officers 1148,  1149,  1152 

remarks   on   purchasing  the  Annals  of  Con- 
gress  1098,  1191,  1192,  1193,  1194,  1195 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long,  1580, 

1581,  1582,  1584,  1589,  1593,  1601,  1632 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405)  ...1758, 

1759,  1760,  2030 

remarks  on  Pennsylvania  war  claims 2133, 

2134 

remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election  (McHcnry 

and  Yeaman)...  2535,  2538,  2539,  2540,  2541 

remarks  on  the  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee 

railroad  bill 2610 

remarks  on  pay  of  Arkansas  claimants. ..3517, 

3518 
remarks  on  an  alleged  overdrawing  of  pay, 

3520,  3521 

Smuggling,  bill  to  prevent* 2232, 

2391,  2428,  2837,  3018,  3077,  3107,  3272 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  573)  making  an  appropriation 

to  carry  into  effect  an  act  to  prevent. ..3515, 

3536 

Speaker,  election  of. 6 

addresses  of. 7,  3539 

Speculations  in  gold:  bill  (No.  106)  to  prohibit 

certain  sales  of  gold  and  foreign  exchange, 

1635,    1658,    1695,    1814,  2690,   2694, 

2726,  2743,  2788,  2793,  2936,  2937,  2995 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 2788 

Mr.  Allen,  W.  J 2936 

Mr.  Ancona 2936 

Mr.  Bf-ooks ., 2936 

Mr.  Cox 2793,  2794,  2936,  2937 

Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York 2788,2963 

Mr.  Driggs - 2793 

Mr.  Eldridge •. 2936 

Mr.  Ganson 2788,  2789 

Mr.  Hooper 2690, 

2726,  2743,  2788,  2793,  2936,  2937 

Mr.  Morrill 2788,  2793 

Mr.  Pendleton 2690, 

2694,  2726,  2788,  2789,  2793 

Mr.  Spalding 2936 

Mr.  Steele,  of  New  Jersey 2095 

Mr.  Stevens 2(i94 

Mr.  Thayer 2788 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 2793,2794 

Mr.  Wilson 2793 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 2936 

Mr.  Woodbridge 2789 

yeas  and  naya  on  the 2793, 

2794,  2936,  2937 
Spalding,  Rufus  P..  a  Representative  from  Ohio, 
12,  14,  19,23,  40,  46,70,75,87,92,  127, 
148,190,  197,219,296,406,426,428,434, 
467,  479, 496, 526, 600, 772, 825, 843, 875, 
879,  920,  925,  949,  970,  992,  1036, 1038, 
1042,  1098,  1121,  1218, 12.37,  ]2.'>2,  1253, 
1290,  1291,  1293,13.38,1349,  1396,  1429, 
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Spalding,  Rufus  P.,  a  Representative  from  Ohio 

1448,  li66,  1491, 1492, 1959,  1979,2031, 
2090,  2232,  2264,  2271,  2273, 2290, 2333, 
2385,  2427,  2472,  252G,  2575,  2607,2611, 
2612,  2639,  2741,2809,2810,2892,2893, 
2909,  2936,  3429,  3430,  3515,  3516,  3519 
resolutions  by. ...70,  879,  970,  1218,  1396,  2290 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 73 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylvania 

war  expenses... .  172,  2133,  2134,  2137,  2138 

vremarks  on  the  confiscation  bill. ..313,  315,  509 

"remarks  on  the  liill  to  facilitate  the  payment  of 

bounties 448 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill,  549,  601,  604 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill 827 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122),  920,  934,  S39 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  organize  the  Territory  of 

Montana 1168,1395 

remarks  on   purchasing   the  Annals   of  Con- 
gress  1192,  1193,  1194 

remarks  on  Military  Academy  bill.. ..1219, 1220 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1257, 

1380, 1430,  1448, 14.52 

remarks  on  agricultural  colleges  bill,  1496, 1497 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long,  1536, 

1537,  1544, 1580 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1877, 

1937,  1938,  2030, 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 

2232,  2791,  2792 

remarks  on  the  paying  of  a  contestant,  John 

P.  Bruce 2270 

remarks  on  the  northern  Pacific  railroad  bill, 

2292,  2297 
remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  2472, 2892 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty 2481, 

2482,2504 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill 2636, 

2723,  2725,  2742 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory....^ 2742 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3212, 3213 

remarks  on  western  navy-yard  bill,  3244,  3246 
Stable,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  225)  making  an  appro- 
priation   for   rebuilding   the,    at  the   Presi- 
dent's  595,604,  G58 

Staff  officers — see  Pay. 

Stafford,  Margaret  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  895, 

1118,8272 

Standcn,  Henry,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1036 

Starlight,  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  schooner, 

743,  1389 
Starr,  John  F.,a  Representative  from  New  Jer- 
sey  1237 

remarks  on  the  New Jerseyrailroadsbill,  12.3V 

remarks  on  tlic  gas-light  bill 2817 

State    DL'partment,   calls   for   information  from 

the.......... 909,  1428 

communications  from  the 68, 

99,  164,  680,  994,-1041,  2475 

Statuary,  joint  rf-soluiion   setting  apart  the  old 

Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as  a 

hall  of. 1736 

Statutes,  bill  to  provide  for  the  revision  and  con- 
solidation of  the,  of  United  Stales... 127, 168 
Steamboats — see  Inspectors. 
Slcbbins,  Henry  G.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 273,  772,  909, 1216 

resolutions  by , 909 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 734, 

768,  927,  931,  995 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1398,  1399 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..1718 
Steele,  John    B.,  a   Representative    from    New 

York 6, 190,  237,  427, 

494,  496,  501,  631,  851,  941,  1292,  1325, 
1469,  1530,  1943,  1999,  2108,  2214,  2431, 
2504,  2526,  2579,  26.38,  2690,  2833,  2995, 
3056,  3060,  3061,  3077,  3103,  3112,  3145, 
3186,  3207,  3266,  3399,  3401,  3427,  3428, 
3430,  3463,  3464,  3521,  3523,  3525,  3534 

resolutions  by 494,  3112 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  election 681 

remarks  on  printing  the  agricultural  report, 

926, 927 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1255,  1431 

remarks  on  the  District  penitentiary  bill,  1475, 
1491,  1493,  1494 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1850 

remarks  on  the  registration  of  voters,  2608,  2609 
remarks    on    the    Pacific    railroad    bill   ^No. 

438) 3021, 

3023,3024,  3060,  3080,  3115,  3149,  3267 
remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill...  .3107 


Steele,  William  G.,  a  Representative  from  New 
Jersey 44,  128,  687,  1289, 

1290,  1943,  2137,  24.50,  2812,  2947,  2995, 
3357,  3423,  3466,  3472,  3517,  3519,  3531 

remarks  on  New  Jersey  railroad  liill,  1761, 1762 
Stevens,  General  Isaac  1.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  tl^ 

widow  of. 426,  7.58,  2273,  2387,  3470 

Stevens,  I.  I.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  heirs  of.. .2527 
Stevens,  Thaddeus,  a  Representatiye  from  Penn- 
sylvania  4,  5, 

6,  7,  8,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  19,  21,  22,  33, 
35,  ,36,  46,  69,  71,  87,  91,  92,  94,  95,  99, 
100,  108,  109,  110,  128,  150,  151,  168, 188, 
189,  190,  215,  218,  233,  258,  259,260,272, 
273,  309,  332,  333,  3.54,  355,  376,  397,426, 
427,  446,  494,  495,  496,  519,  527,  528,543, 
566,  571,  595,  623,  658,  660,  708,  713,714, 
715,  740,  760,  763,  785,  805,  825,  826,836, 
843,  844,  875,  876,  877,  878,  879,888,909, 
939,  9*2,  949,  950,  970,  972,  991,  996, 
1012,  1013,  1017,  1036,  1037,  1044,  1058, 
1061,  1062,  1099,  1107,  1119,  1121,  1122, 
1129,  1143,  1152,  1163,  1170,  1196,  1217, 
1220,  1226,  1236,  1247,  1251,  1253,  1261, 
1266,  1284,  1285,  1286,  1287,  1289,  1290, 

1291,  1292,  1335,  1336,  1354,  1370,  1371, 
1396,  1407,  1409,  1426,  1428,  1429,  1448, 
1469,1531,1533,  1577,  1635,  1658,  1660, 
1679,  1694,  1695,  1696,  1698,  1702,  1736, 
1764,  1793,  1R30,  1854,  1855,  1943,  1959, 
1964,  1970,  1972,  1930,  2090,  2091,  2108, 
2132,  2139,  2166,  2185,  2269,  2338,  2362, 
2427,  2428,  2448,  2452,  2453,  2454,  2502, 
2509,  2510,  2671,  2693,  2694,  2695,  2716, 
2726,  2842,  2879,  2880,  2935,  2936,  2939, 
3015,  3016,  3021,  3061,  3062,  3077,  3082, 

•3112,  3140,  3148,  3241,  3242,  3243,  3247, 
3250,  3311,  3388,  3394,  3402,  3404,  3424, 
3469,  3470,  3471,  3480,  3481,  3514,  3515, 
3516,  3517,  3518,  3520,  3523,  3531,  3532, 
3533,  3534,  3535,  35.36,  3537,  3538,  3539 

resolutions  by 5,  6,  99,  186,  876, 

877,  939,  949,  1325,  1531,  1855,  3021,  3077 

remarks  on  the  Louisiana  election  (A.  P.  Field), 

5,  6,  7,  8,  33,  412,  413,  543,  596,  597 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill,  44, 

129,    130,    131,    132,    133, 

1531,  2215,  2216,  2217^  2232 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 69, 

71,  72,  74,  75,  92 
remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 
86,  111,  112,  113,  1143,  1144 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylva- 
nia war  expenses 151, 

168,  170, 171, 172, 189, 1793, 1794, 1795, 

1796,  2132,  2133,  2135,  2136,  2137,  2138 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims 164,  165,  911 

remarks  on  the  confiscaii<i!i  bill 186,210, 

212,  263,  266,  281,  282,  316, 

317,  352,  469,  509,  543,  566 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122),  215,216, 217, 

218,  268,  270,  271,  272,  282, 283,  285,  287, 

288,  303,  308,  309,  310,  311, 312.  313,  573, , 

574,  595,  660,  666,  687,  690, 691 ,  692,  693, 

708,  776,  777,  778,  779,  892,  920,  933,  935 

remarks  on  the  naval  apj^ropriation  bill. ...266, 

3.57,    779,    810,    811,  812,   813, 

826,    831,   834,   835,   836,    1673, 

2057,  2058, 2060, 2062, 2063, 2311 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 288, 

334,  335,  336,  337,  .338,  .339, 
341,  355,  356,  371,  372,  825 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 398,  431, 

433,  451,  477,  478,  528,  530, 551, 552,  574, 
575,  576, 578,  579,  .597,  599,  601,  603,  604, 
605, 623,  626,  629,  631,  766,  768, 836,  972, 
973,  975,  976,  978,  979,  991,  992, 993,  994, 
2909,  3148,  3267,  3275,  .3278,  3280,  3315, 
3316,  3317,  3318,  3319,  3320,3321,3322, 
3354,  3427,  3431,  3434,  3435,  34,36,  3525 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant General 429 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  election,  662, 686, 687 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 731, 

740,  763,  995,  1104,  1105,  1107, 
1122,1129,  1144,1145,1146,  1147 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 876,  877 

remarks  on  the  bill  (No.  63)  relating  to  claims 

against  the  Government 926 

remarks  on  the  le;;islativc  appropriation  bill, 
1017,  1018,  1019,  1021),  1021,  1041, 
1042,  1043,  1044,  10(il>2391,  2428, 
2431,  2432,  2434,  3016,  3UJ7,  3018 


Stevens,  Thaddeus,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania— Continued. 

remarks  on  the  ship  canal  bill 1038, 

1039,  1040,. 1734 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election   (Knox  and 

Blair) 1058,  1059,  1060 

remarks  on  the  Massachusetts  election. ..1119, 

1120,  1121 
remarks  on  the  organization  of  Montana,  1168, 

2386 
remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropria- 
tion bill 1219,  1266 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill, 
1220,  1221,  1222,  1223,  1224,  1225, 
1226,  1854,  1991,  1995,  1996,  1998, 
2000,  2001,  2002,  2091,  2471,  2472, 
2473,  2474,  2475,  2892,  2908,  2909 
remarks  on  theNew  Jersey  railroads  bill,  1262, 

1370,  1371 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1255, 

1256,    1266,    1269,    1272,    1273,    1287, 

1288,   1339,   1340,    1341,    1342,    1350, 

1351,   1352,    1353,    1354,    1373,    1375, 

1376,  1377, 1378, 1379, 1381,  1390, 1391, 

1.392,  1393,  1394, 1336, 1397, 1400, 1401, 

1402,  1410,  1430,  1431,  1433, 1452,  1453 

remarks  on   the  resolution  for  amending  the 

Constitution  and  abolishing  slavery. ...1325, 

1326,  1336,  1680,  1682,  2939,  2982 

remarks  on  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Lovejoy,  1327 

reinarkson  the  bill  forthe  relicfof  W.  W.  Plub- 

bcU 1348 

remarks  on  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long,  1534,  1634 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  service  to 

Brazil 1653, 1656,  1657,  1658 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill  (No.  395),  1682, 

2448,  2450 
remarks  on  the  resolution  temporarily  increas- 
ing duties 1695, 

1697,  1702,  1703,  1855,  1857,1859,2427 

remarks  on  the  northern  Pacific  railroad  bill, 

1698,    1699,    1702,    2291,    2292, 

2293,  2295,  2296,  2297, 2611,  2612 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405)... .1756, 

1758,    1760,   1785,    1815,    1816,    1817, 

1818,    1819,   1820,    1821,    1822,    1823, 

1825,   1826,   1833,    1836,    1837,    1839, 

1840,   1850,    1876,    1879,    1880,    1882, 

1883,    1905,    1907,    1908,    1909,    1913, 

1915,  1916,  1917, 1918, 1941, 1943,2997, 

2998,  3000,  3001,  3020,  3024,  3026,  3055 

remarks  on  the  coinage  bill 1763 

remarks  on  tlie  inquiry  relating  to  the  military 

position  of  F.  P.  Blair  and  R.  C.  Schenck, 

1854, 1855,  3242 

remarks  in   relation    to    charges   against    the 

Treasury  Department 1967,  1968 

remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 2041,  2107,  2108 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2269,  2270 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Insurance  Company 2267, 2268, 2269 

remarks  on  the  paying  of  the  contestant,  John 

P.  Bruce ........2269,  2270 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2338,. 

2339,  2340, 2341, 2342, 2343, 2359, 2947, 3079 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiali  0. 

Armes 2390,2391 

remarks  on  paying  the  contestants  from  Vir- 
ginia  2425 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity,  treaty 2478, 

2479,  2480,  2509 
remarks  on  repealing  the  act  for  the  relief  of  E. 

F.  and  Samuel  A.  Wood 2527, 

2693,  2838,  2839,  2840,  2841,  2842 
remarks  on  the  northern  Pacific  railroad  bill 

(No.  483) 2611,  2612 

remarks  on  thn  tariff  bill 2692, 

2693,  2718,  2722,  2745,  2747,  2748, 
2749,  2750,  3311,  3312,  3314,  3404 
remarks  on  the  rivil  n|ipropriatio«  bill. ...2937, 
2938,  2939,  3014,  3015,  3105,  3106, 
3107,  3108,  3109,  3110,  3111,  3112, 
3113,  3114,  3115,  3314,  3394,  3395, 
3396,  3397,  3399,  3400,  3402,  3469, 3470 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 2947,  3186, 

3187,  3212,  3213,  3214,  3215,  3216,  3217 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  438), 

3021,   3022,    3060,    3062,    3079, 

3080,   3149,    3154,    3155,    3156, 

3180,  3181, 3182,  3242, 3244, 3357 

remarks  on  overland  mail  bill,  3404,3405,3406 

remarks  personal  and  u.xplaiuitory 3515 
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Stevenson,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of 21 

Stiles,  John  U.,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania   4,  5, 

11,34,70,88,  2;')9,  287,  405,  431,  479,  508, 
543,  595,  6-23,  GGO,  680,  843,  851,  8C3,  876, 
924,949,970,  1098. 1121, 1190,  1191,  1206, 
1396,  1681,  1702,  1734,  1794,  1796,  1943, 
1969,  2030,  2057,  2108,  2238,  2260,  2264, 
2298,  2510,  2609,  2612,  2650,  2995,  3054, 
3077,  3145,  3178,  3243,  3250,  3315,  3524 

resolutions  by 11,  3178 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 334, 

398,  473,  475,  552,  623,  680,  687 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122).... ..893,  935 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. ..1221, 

1222,  1224 
remarks  on  civil  appropriation  bill,  3112,  3115 
remarks  on  the  Pennsylvania  election  (Kline 

and  Myers) 3243 

speech  on  the  state  of  the  Union .3472 

Stout,  Charles  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2238 

Strouse,  Myer,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  12,  70,  128,  259,  459,  480,  843, 

1407, 1651,  2726,  2775,  2793,  2909,  3282 

resolutions  by....*. 128,  259,  843 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 69,  74 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 

132,  2792 
remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill. ..359,  828 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 452, 

478,  547,  577 
remarks  on  printing  the  agricultural  report,  927 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 1346 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  postal  money 

order  system 1659 

remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 1980,2043 

remarks   on  the  repeal  of  the   fugitiv.e   slave 

laws 2775 

remarks  on  Washington  City  railroad  bill,  2814 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2992 

Stuart,  D.  McV.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2526, 

3469,  3470 

Stuart,  John  T.,  a  Representative  from  Illinois, 

426,  759,  950,  1293,  1325,  1453,  1533,  3525 

resolutions  by 426 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 994 

remarks  on  the  ship  canal  bill 1792 

Submarine  inventions,  bill  (No.  343)  making  an 

appropriation  for  testing 3535 

Superannuated  Fund  Society — see  Doughty,  Wil- 
liam. 
Surveying,  bill  to  authorize  a  departure  from  the 
established  mode  of,  in  certain  cases... 1577, 

3515 
Surveyor   general,  bill    in   relation  to   the   field 
notes,  maps,  records,  and  other  papers  per- 
taining to  land  titles  in  the  office  of  the  late, 

of  Illinois  and  Missouri 785 

(See  Public  Lands.) 
Surveyor  gcnernrs  districts,  bill  (No.  117)    to 
provide  for  the  consolidation  of  certain,  1044 

Sutliff&  Case,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 46, 

313,  758,  759 

Swamp  lands — sec  Public  Lands. 

Sweat,  Eorcnzo   D.  M.,  a  Representative  from 

Maine,  21,  110,  111,  566,  680,  875,888, 1041, 

1220,  12:^6,  1291,  1396,  2214,  2253,  2264, 

2289,  2427,  2646,  2750,  3140,  2525,  3537 

resolutions  by Ill 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill,  264,  282,  566 
(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 662 

remarks  on  the  northern  Pacific  railroad   bill, 

1699,  2292,  2293 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty. ..2503,  2504 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill 2811 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  438), 

3181,  3182 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3183 

rcmurka  on  the  New  Jersey  railroads    bill — 

see  Appendix. 

Sweeting,  Aiiilu)ny,jointresolnfion  (H.  R.  No. 

117)  aiiihorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

lo  settle  and  [iny  (lie  claim  of,  late  pilot  of  ilic 

United  States  steamer  Juniata 3164, 

3523,  3530 
T. 
Tarifl" — si  e  Revenue. 

Tax,  bill  to  reduce  the,  on  coal  oil,  to  rspcal  so 
much  of  (he  present  law  as  permits  e xporti\- 
lion  of  oil  free  of  duly,  and  to  clu.<!sify  conl- 

oil  distillers * •J.'', 

(See  District  of  Columbia.) 


Taxes,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  31)  making 
appropriation  for  the  payment  of,  on  certain 

lands  owned  by  the  United  States 595, 

740,  757,  766,  776 
bill  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  direct,  in 

«     insurrectionary  States 2771 

bill  (S.  No.  171)  to  further  amend  an  act  for 
the  collection  of  direct,  in  the  insurrectionary 

districts  within  the  United  Slates 3430, 

3463,  3536 
(See  Revenue.) 
Telegraphic  communication,  bill  (S.  No.  302)  to 
encourage  and  facilitate,  between  the  eastern 

and  western  continents 3316,  3421,  3433 

bill  (S.  No.  290)  for  increased  facilities  of,  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Slates  and  the 

Territory  of  Idaho 3428,  3462,  3463 

Telegraph  line — see  Public  Lands. 

Territories,  the  Committee  on 18 

instructions  to ^. 40,  495 

reports  from 87, 

411,  1097,  1168,  1169,  1170,  274],  2809 
Territory,  bill  (No.  15)  to  provide  a  temporary 
government  for  the,  of  Montana,  20,  411,431, 
1168,  1378,  1380,  1389,  1395,  1409,  1634, 
1651,  1660,  1697,  2371,  2385,  2448,  2527 
Testimonial,  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  51)  author- 
izing the  acceptance  of  a  certain,  from  the 

Government  of  Great  Britain 2695 

Thanks  of  Congress,  joint  resolution  of,  to  Major 
General  Ulysses  S.  Grant  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command  during  the 
rebellion,  and  providing  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  cause  a  medal 
to  be  struck  to  be  presented  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Grant  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  of  America. ...9, 12,  38,  44,  68 
joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  12)  tendering  the, 
to  Captain  John  Rodgers,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  for  eminent  skill  and  zeal  in 

discharge  of  his  duties 33,  44,  90,  93 

joint  resolution  (No.  13)extendingthe,  to  Ad- 
miral Porter 46,  844,  1634,  1657 

joint  resolution  tendering  the,  to  Captain  Henry 
Walke,  of  the  Navy,  for  his  bravery  and 
gallantry  and  for  his  efficient  services  ren- 
dered the  country  in  connection  with  the 
opening  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 

river 260,  1349 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  5)  of,  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Ambrose  E.  Burnside  and  the  officers 
and  men  who  fought  under  his  command ,  266, 

354,  372 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  2)  expressive  of  the, 
to  Major  General  Joseph  Hooker,  Major 
General  George  G.  Meade,  Major  General 
Oliver  O.  Howard,  and  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  army  of^t  he  Potomac,  266,354, 372 
joint  resolution  (S.  No.  14)  presenting  the,  to 
Cornelius  Vaiulerbilt  for  a  gift  of  the  steamer 

Vanderbilt. 266,  354,  372 

joint  resolution  (No.  2)  expressive  of  the,  to 

Major  General  Nathaniel  P.  Banks  and  the 

I         officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command  at 

Port  Hudson 354,  372 

joint  resolution  (No.  19)  of,  to  Commodore 
Cadwnlader  Ringgold  and  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States  ship  Sabine.  .448, 
714,844,993 
joint  resolution  (No.  11)  of,  to  Major  General 
George  H.  Thomas  and  the  officers  and  men 
who  fought  under  his  command  at  the  battle 

of  Chickamauga 448,  713,  1011 

joint  resolution  tendering  the,  lo  Major  Gen- 
eral W.  T.  Sherman 527,  658,' 684,  776 

joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  35)  of,  to  the  vol- 
unleer  soldiers   who  have  reeiilisted   in  the 

Army 706,888,  890,  944 

joint  resolution  tendering  the,  to  Lieutenant 
John  H.  Russell  and  the  men  of  the  sieamrr 

.  Colorado ^ 1096, 1349 

joint  resolution  (No.  6h)  tendering  the,  to  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  .Tospfih  Bailey,  of  the  fourth 

regiment  of  Wiscon.sin  volunteers 2776 

Thayer,  M.  Ru.ssrll,  a  Represenlalive  from  Penn- 
sylvania   259,  624,  625,  888, 

981,  1097,  1165,  1167,  1219,  1396,  1468, 
149,5,  1507,1516,  1519,  1,532,  1985,20,30, 
2081,  2291,  2.369,  2510,  2609,  2612,  2723, 
2777,  2794,  2795,  2^10,  2813,  2815,  2892, 
3058,  3085,  3240,  .3241,  3354,  3427,  3429 

resolutions  by 25i) 

rcmfirks  on  llie  bill  ril.Uiiig  lo  Penii.sylvania 
war  cxpon.sLrf 170,171,  173,  1796 


Thayer,  M.  Russell,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania— Continued. 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 548, 

-551,576,577,  578 
remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation   bill, 

1019,  1020 

remarks  on  the  steam  fire  engine  bill 1470, 

1471,  1473 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405),  1817,  1818, 

1820,  1835,  1838, 1882,  1883,  1902,  1903 

remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 2002,  2005 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  -the  relief  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Insurance  Company,  2266,  2267,  2269 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  2472, 

2473,  2474 

remarks  on  the  larifTbill 2689, 

2722,  2743,  2744,  2745 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2980, 

2981,  2993 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Ericsson  con- 
tract  3081,  3082 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3354, 

3434,  3435, 3436 
Thomas,  Francis,  a  Representative  from  Mary- 
land  117, 

494,  495,  1061,  1096,  1143,  2575,  3021 

resolutions  by 494,  2575,3021 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims 168,  282,  910, 911 , 

912,  913,  914,  919,  920,  924,  2029,  2774 
remarks  on  the  bill  (No.  63)  relating  to.  claims 

against  the  Government 925,  926 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  claims  for  re- 
bellion losses 3057,  3532 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 3465,  3466 

Thomas,  Major  General  George  H. — see  Thanks. 
Thompson,  Egbert  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  3054, 

3470 

Thurston,  Logan,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2207 

Titles — see  Public  Lands. 

Todd,  J.    B.  S.,  the  contesting  Delegate   from 

Dakota 2894,3356 

remarks  on  the  Dakota  election 235, 

236,  237,  238,  2864,  2865,  2866, 
2887,   2891,  2894,   3352,   3353 
Tonnage,  bill  (No.  119)  to  regulate  the  admeas- 
urement of  the,  of  ships  and  vessels  of  the 

United  States 164, 

232,  1388,  1903,  2030, 2136 
Tonnage  duties — see  Enrollment  and  License. 

Townsend,  Eliza  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1036 

Tracy,  Henry  W.,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania   760, 

1469,  1516,  1517,  3207,  3389 

resolution  by 3207 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1392,  1394 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate   the  Union 

Gas-Light  Company 1469,  1470 

remarks  on  the  District  peiiileniiary  bill,  1475, 

1476,  1491,  1493 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  speculations  in 

gold 2788 

remarks  on  the  gas-light  bill 2815 

Trade,  bill  (S.  No.  272)  to  facilitate,  on  the  Red 

River  of  the  North 2777,3427,  3463 

(See  Indian  Tribes.)  ^ 

Traitors — see  Courts. 

Treason,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  6)  to  repeal  joint  reso- 
lution No.  63 2773 

{Sec  Rebellion.) 
Treasury  Department,  calls  for  information  from 

the 45,99, 

127,  128,  150,  188,  528,  507, 1531 

communications  from  the 13, 

15,  18,  68,  94,  259,  426,  446,  ,543,  719, 
1096,  1346,  1448,  1761,  2185,2217,  2332 
bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  an  Assist- 
ant Register  of  the 658 

bill  defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  account- 
ing officers  of  the 659 

inquiry  in  relation   lo  certain  charges  against 

the 334, 

1967,  1972,  1990,1996,3423,3468 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts 1968 

Mr.  Beaman 1969 

Mr.  Brooks 334, 

3.35,  1967,  1968,  1969,  1991,  3423,  3468 

Mr.  Broomall 1968,  1969,  1991 

Mr.  Cox 1969 

Mr.  Creswell 1967,  1968 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 3468 

Mr.  Eldridge 3468 
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Treasury  Department,  inquiry  in  relation  to  cer- 
tain cliarges  against  the — Cenltnued. 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Garfield 1968, 

1972,  1990,  1991,  3423,  3468 

Mr.  Holman 1991 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Pennsylvania,  1968,  1969 

Mr.  Kernan 1967,  3468 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania... .1968,  1969 

Mr.  Ross 1969 

Mr.  Schenc.k 1967,  1969 

Mr.  Sloan 1968 

Mr.  Stevens 335,  1967,  1968 

Mr.  Stiles 1969 

Mr.  Upson 1967,  1969 

Mr.  Wadsworth 3468 

Mr.  Wilson 335 

Treasury  notes — see  Counterfeit  Coin. 
Treaties,  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
purpose  of  negotiating,  with  the  Indian  tribes 

of  southern  and  eastern  Oregon 149, 

996,  3533 
bill  to  authorize  the  making  of,  with  the  Nav- 
ajo, Apache,  and  Utah  Indian  tribes  of  New 
Mexico,  defining  their  limits,  and  extinguish- 
ing their  titles  to  lands  outside  of  said  lim- 
its  149,  996 

bill  to  provide  for  the  execution  of,  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations  respecting 
consular  jurisdiction  over  the  crews  of  ves- 
Bcls  of  such  foreign  nations   in  the  waters 

and  ports  of  the  United  States „.2526, 

2606,  2837 
Treaty,  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  56)  author- 
izing the  President  to  give  the  requisite  no- 
tice for  terminating  the,  made  with  Great 
Britain  on  behalf  of  the  British  provinces  in 
North  America  and  to  appoint  commission- 
ers to  negotiate  a  new,  with  the  British  Gov- 
ernment based  upon  the  true  principles  of 

reciprocity 9, 19,  1371, 

1387,  2298,  2333,  2364,  2452, 
2453,  2476,  2482,  2502,  2508 
bill  (No.  25)  to  autliorize  the  President  to  ne- 
gotiate a,  with   the  Klamath,  Modoc,   and 
other  Indian  tribes  in  southeastern  Oregon, 
1118,  1226,  1236,  1254 
bill  (No.  187)  to  carry  into  effect  the,  between 
the  United  States  and  her  Britannic  Majesty 
for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  and  Pugct  Sound  Agricultural 

Companies 1634,  2056,  3207,  3239 

joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the,  of  1817,  2909, 

3084 
(See  Convention;  Indians.) 
Turner,  J.  D.,  and  W.  G.  Raymond, bill  for  the 

relief  of. 2271,  2273 

Turnpike  Company,  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Louisville  and  Bardstown 3139,  3470 

u. 

Unemployed  general  officers — see  Jirmy. 
Union,  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United 
States  steam  transport,  wrecked  November 
23,  1861,  off  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 

480,  757 
speeches  on  the  state  of  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 1737 

Mr.  Allen,  W.  J 382 

Mr.  Arnold 113,  386,  387,  1196 

Mr.  Ashley 1354 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts 949 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Michigan 1981 

Mr.  Beaman 1243 

Mr.  Bliss 1076 

Mr.  BoutwcU 2105 

Mr.  Boyd 952 

Mr.  BroomaU 1767 

Mr.  Cox 1074,  1076,  2095 

Mr.  Cravens 2045 

Mr.  Dawson .'. 1972 

Mr.  Deming ;.854 

Mr.  Doni.son 2039 

Mr.  Donnelly 856,  2036 

Mr.  Dumont 1070 

Mr.  Ecklcy ^ 1300 

Mr.  Eden 858 

Mr.  E(Ig(Mton 406 

Mr.  Finck 399 

Mr.  Garfield  403,  1303,  1304,  isOS 

Mr.  Grinncll 953,  1076,  1080,  1081 

Mr.  Good) 2009 

Mr.  Harding 852,  1307,  2029 


Union,  the  state  of  the — Continued. 
speeches  on,  by — 

Mr.  Harrington 1302 

Mr.  Hcrrick 1295 

Mr.  Holman 1063,  1081 

Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Iowa 956 

Mr.  Hulburd 1067 

Mr.  Kelley ^ 2078 

Mr.  Kernan 2067 

Mr.  Kinney ^..... 1170 

Mr.  Law 3474 

Mr.  Long 1499,  1504,  1505 

Mr.  Longyear 2011 

Mr.  McClurg 1013,  1016,  1017,  1066 

Mr.  Moorhead 1293 

Mr.  Morrill 377 

Mr.  Norton 1764 

Mr.  Pendleton. 2105 

Mr.  Pcrham 2063 

Mr.  Perry 2071 

Mr.  Scofield '. 1970 

Mr.  Smithers 1739 

Mr.  Stevens ...2041 

Mr.  Stiles 3472 

Mr.  Strousc 2043 

Mr.  Thayer ;...2002 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 3534 

Mr.  Wilder 1204 

Mr.  Williams 1974 

Mr.  Wilson 1199 

Mr.  Wood,  Fernando 2074 

Mr.  Ycaman 190,  2006 

Upson,  Charles,  a  Representative  from   Michi- 
gan  165, 

196, 332, 371, 1 194, 1290, 1392, 1491, 1545, 
1652,  1814,  1884,  1967,  1969,  1991,  2030, 
2264,  2273,  2359,  2387,  2448,  2472,  2482, 
2607,  2695,  2716,  2717,  2722,  2776,  2777, 
2882,  2939,  3018,  3061,  3104,  3241,  3534 

resolutions  by ...196 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill,  535,  598,  629 

remarks  on  the  Louisiana  flection 595,  596 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Knox  and 

Blair) 1058,  1059,  2855,  2858 

remarks  on  rrvenue  bill  (No.  405) 1787, 

1820,  1821,  1822,  1826,  1840,  1852, 

1853,  1879,  1883,  1902,  1910,  1911, 

1939,  1941,  1943,  2998,  2999,  3000 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) r. 2159, 

2187,  2195,  2214,  2269,  2270 
remarks  on  the   Missouri  election  (Birch  and 

King) 2645,  2646,  2650,  2882 

remarks  on  the  Dakota  election ....2866, 

2883,  2885,  2887,  2890 

Utah,  the  Territory  of,  bill  to  enable  the  people 

of,  to  form  a  State  constitution   and  State 

government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 

State  into  the  Union 332 

bill  for  increased  mail  service  in  the 332 

bill  to  enlarge  and  increase  the  mail  service  in, 

on  established  routes 332 

bill  to  vacate  the  present  Indian  reservations  in, 
and  to  settle  the  Indians  in  the  Uinta  val- 
ley  °..526,  996,  1428,  1792,  2032,  2057 

bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  ascertain  the  losses  sustained  by 
the  people  of,  by  Indian  depredations,  526, 

996 
bill  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  lands  in, 
suitable   for  agricultural   and   mineral  pur- 
poses  526,  996,  2035 

bill  appropriating  $5,000  to  rebuild  the  bridge 
over  the  Provo  river,  on  the  military  road 
from  Great  Salt  Lake  City  to  the  southern 

line  of 659 

bill  appropriating;  j|5,000  to  repair  the,  peni- 
tentiary  659 

bill  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and 
telegraph  line  from  Salt  Lake  to  the  head  of 
naTigation  on   the   Columbia  river,  Orfgon, 

1096 
(Sat  Mail.) 

V. 

Vanderbilt,  Cornelius — see   Thanks. 

Van  Vulkenburgh,  Robert  B.,  a  Representative 

from  New  York 127,148,624, 

659,  970,  2451,3021,  3315, 
3519,3525,3530,3531,3532 

remarks  on  tlie  currency  l^ill 1412,  1414 

remarks  on  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  438),  3153 
Vcs.srls — see  Frauds. 
Vessels  wrecked — see  Seamen. 


Virginia  contested  elections':  case  of  Joseph  Se- 
gar,  claiming  a  seat  from  the  first  congres- 
sional district,  and  Lucius  J. Chandler, claim- 
ing a   seat  from   the    second    congressional 

district 6,  12,  332, 1944,  2311,  2424 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Alley 2323 

Mr.  Blair.of  West  Virginia 2321, 

2323,  2425 

Mr.  Chandler  (clainAant) 2317, ' 

2319,  2320,  2321 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 2425 

Mr.  Dawes 2311, 

2319,  2320,  2322,  2323,  2424,  2425 

Mr.  Holman 2323, 2424, 2425 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Pennsylv<?nia 2323 

Mr.  Myers,  A 2425 

Mr.  Noble 2323 

Mr.  Schenck 2425 

Mr,  Segar  (claimant) 2311 

Mr.  Stevens 2425 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 2323 

Mr.  Wilson , 2425 

yeas  and  nays  on  the 2323,  2425 

case  of  B.  M.  Kitchen, claiming  a  seat  as  a  Rep- 
resentative from  the  seventh  congressional 

districti 6,  12, 

18, 46, 168, 526, 847, 876, 1673, 2424 
remarks  on  the,  by 

Mr.  Allen,  J.  C 6. 

Mr.  Ashley 847 

Mr.  Blair,  of  West  Virginia 6 

Mr.  Brown,  of  West  Virginia. ..168,  1677 
Mr.  Dawes. ...... 12,  46, 168,  526,847,  849, 

850,  1673,  1675,  1676,  1677,  1678,  2424 

Mr.  Farnsworth 6 

Mr.  Grinnell ...849 

Mr.  Kalbfleisch 6 

Mr.  Lovejoy 6 

Mr.  McKenzie  (claimant) 847,  849 

Mr.  Smith 526, 

850,876, 1673, 1675, 1677,1678 

Mr.  Stevens 6 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 6 

Mr.  Whalcy 1675 

Voorhees,  Daniel  vV.,a  Representative  from  In- 
diana  11,  21,  22,  508,  740,  953, 

996,  998,  1195,  1292,  1533,  1736,  19,'S9, 
1960,  2032,  2169,  2170,  2290,  2361,  2470 

resolutions  by 22,  2290 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill. ..282,  507,  509 

remKrks  on  revpnuc  bill  (No.  122) 304, 

305,  306,  308,  665,  666,  667,  690,  691 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1540, 

1541,  1542,  1543,  1544,  1582,  1634 

remarks  relating  to  an  alleged  correspondence 

with  the  rebels 1734, 

1814,  2091,  2093,  2094,  2095 
remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2167,2168,2170 

remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election  (McHonry 

and  Yeaman) 2534,  2535,2536,  2537 

remarks  on  state  of  the  Union — see  Appendix. 
Volunteers,  joint  resolution  (No.  69)  for  tne  pay- 
ment of,  called  out  for  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred days 1909,2063,  2137 

(See  Jlrmxj;  Bounties.) 
Volunteer  soldiers — see  Thanks. 

W. 

Wadsworth,  Solomon,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1886, 

3427 

bill  to  amend  an  act  for  the  relief  of. 2578 

Wadsworth,  William  11.,  a  Representative  from 

Kentucky 6,  22,  38, 

310,  451,  508,  757,  809,  843,  1038, 1195, 
1262,  1290,  1291,  1292,2291,2343,2361, 
2453,  2671,  2690,  2795,  2810,  2881,  2893, 
3059,  3060,  3077, 3179,  3320, 3355,  3390, 
3404,  3407,  3422,  3423,  3468,  3522,  3532 

resolutions  by 22 

remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election,  339,340,  341 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 467,  469 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 534, 

550, 552, 579, 628,  629,  836, 3320, 3433,  3434 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  enlistnu-tits  in 

the  southern  States 845,846 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  freedmcn's  af- 
fairs  .....893,894 

remarks  oti  the  bill  rrlatiiig  to  tlie  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims 913 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  liill,  2474 

remnrka  on  the  Krtiiiiickv  elf(ii<in  (McHenry 

and  Ycumun)....a534,  2535,  2539,  25U),  2690 


LXX 
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Wadsworth,  William  H.,  k  Representative  from 
Ken  lucky —  Continued. 
remarks  on  iheaholiiion  of  slavery,  2982, 2993 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Ericsson  con- 
tract  3082,3083 

remarks  on  the  civil  bill 3397 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of 

Indiana  and  Ohio 3424,3425,3426 

Wagon  roads — see  Jiew  Mexico;   Idaho;  Public 

Lands. 
Wait,  Israel  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 

eeniativesof. 266,  335,  1286,  1326 

Walke,  Captain  Henry — see  Thanks. 
Walker,  William  C.,und  others,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of 45,313,  758,  759 

Wnllaboui  bi\^,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  5G1)  to  authorize 
the  United  States  to  acquire  land  in,  belong- 
ing to  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  and  to  author- 
ize the  exchange  of  other  lands  therefor,  3530 
Wallace,  William  H.,  a   Delegate  from    Idaho, 
843,  991,  1058,  1233,  2185,  2502 

resolutions  by 843,  1283,  2185 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  organize  the  Territory 

of  Montana 1697,  1698 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1915 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2339, 

2340,  2343,  2359 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...3109, 

3110,3115 

Ward,  Elijah,  a  Representative  from  Nevi^  York, 

19,  70,  319,  836,  1096,  1371,  1387, 

1428,  2454, 2483,  2722,  2836,  3281 

resolutions  by 21 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 308, 

309,  776,  778 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1401,  1411 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty  ...1387,2298, 
2333,  2452,  2482,  2483,  2502,  2506,  2509 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2687, 

2689,  2720,  2721,  2745,  3313 
remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill. ..2723, 2724, 2725 
remarks  on  consular  and  di[)lomaiic  bill,  2793 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  E.  Brown, 

sr 3431 

War  Dejiartment,  calls  for  information  from  the, 
21,  23,  35,  45,  117,  188,  2.59,  260,  .399, 
426,  495,  527,  843,  846,  875,  878,924, 
999,  1009,  1097,  1098,  1119,  1185,  1217, 
1236,  1466,  2185,  2290,  2426,  2575,  3311 

communications  from  the 94,  99,  164, 

184,  210,  350, 397, 772,  890,  936, 938, 1196, 

1325,  1373,  1531,  1959,  2139,  2264,  2343, 

2428,2476,2541,  2743,  2773,  2777,  2813, 

2814,  2815,  2892,  2995,  3054,  3353,  3472 

War,  Second  Assistant  Secretary  of,  bill  (S.  No. 

50)  to  authorize  the  President  to  appoint  a, 

210,  215,  233,  263 

Word,  Nahum,  bill  to  refer  the  claim  of,  to  the 

Court  of  Claims 2690,  3432,  3462,  3472 

Warren,  John,  &  Son,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  2426, 

3470 
WashburnCiElihu  B.,  a  Representative  from  Illi- 
nois  4,  6,  7,  8,  9, 10,  12,  13, 14, 

15,  ]9,  20,  21,  22,  23,34,  35,  38,  39,  40, 
44,  46,  47,  70,  71,  66,  87,  88,  91,  92,  94, 
99,  liO,  108, 110,  ]  17, 128, 133, 148, 149, 
150,104,168,109,173,188,  189,190,215, 
218, 219,233, 234, 235, 259, 260, 261, 297, 
310,313,316,332,333,351,354,355,371, 
372,  494 ,  495,  490, 508,  .'")28, 547, 566, 573, 
£95, 622, 623,  024,  625, 660, 668, 680,  706, 
707,  714,  740,  75G,  757,  758,  759,  760,  785, 
798, 805, 825, 826,843,846,  850, 877,  888, 
1036,  HJ97, 1098, 1099,  1118, 1119,  1121, 
1142,  1143,  1167,1108,1169,1170,1185, 
1216,  1217,  1218,  1219,1230, 1243,  J247, 
1253, 1201,  1262,  1283, 1284,  1286,  1287, 
1289,  1290, 1291, 1292, 1326, 1335, 1336, 
1337,  1347,  1349, 1370,  1408, 1426, 1427, 
1428,  1429, 1448,  1494, 1495, 1499,  l.'')02, 
1530,  15:j2,  1.533,  1051,  1673, 1079, 1095, 
1702,  1791, 1792,  I«14,  1827,  1828,  1831, 
1887,  1909, 1943, 1944,  1970,  1972,  1990, 
1998,  1999,  20.35,  !?03G,  2214,  2205, 2200, 
2269,  2271,2272,2273,2289,2290,  2291, 
2298,  2.323,  2341,  2384,  2385,  2391, 2420, 
2427,  24.33,2435,2482,2483,  2501,  2.W2, 
2509,25-JO,  2527,  2575,  2578,  2579,  2580, 
2011,  2012,  2638,  2050,2094,  2695,  2710, 
2723,  2749,  2771 ,  2772,  2776, 2777,  2787, 
27«8,  2793,  2794,  2809,  2810,  2813,  281 4, 
2833,  2834,  2«30,  2t^38,2842,  2996,  3014, 
3016,  3021,  3053,  .3054,  .3001,  3077,  3079, 
30a3,  30b4, 3035, 3104, 3115,  3139, 3140, 


WaRliburne,Elihu  B.,  a  Representative  from  Illi- 
nois—  Continued. 

3143,  3178,  3180,3180,3208,3240,3241, 
3271 ,  .3272, 3310,  3311,  3312,  3316,  3357, 
3389,  3399, 3400,  3401,  3402,  3404,  3406, 
3407,  3421, 3422,  3423,  3424,  3430,  3430, 
3462, 3463,  3464,  3408, 3409,  3472, 3480, 
3481,  3514, 3515,  3516, 3517, 3518,  3519, 
3520,  3522,  3523, 3524, 3525,  3527,  3529, 
3530,  3531,  3532,  3533,  3534,  3535,  3539 

resolutions  by 8,  10,  22,  35,  44, 

117, 164, 233, 1099;  1185,1327, 1518, 3534 
remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

111,  112,  113 

remarks  on  Pennsylvania  war  claims 109, 

173,  189,  1793, 1796,  1802 

remarks  on  the  confiscaiion  bill. ..185,  204,507 

remarksonrevcnuebill(No.l22),217,272,283, 

285,  2S6,  306,  310,  311,  312,  313, 

536,  660,  662,  063,  605,  090,  692, 

693,  708,  770,  777,  779,  892,  893 

remarks  on  conscription  bill,  398, 532,  605,  600, 

028,    629,    031,    772,    3275, 

3278,3281,  3282,  3284,3285, 

3317,  3354,  3436,  3460,  3525 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  grade  of  Lieu- 

•     tenant  General 429,  430,  431,  850,  851 

remarks  on  Louisiana  election... .545,  596,  597 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  election 681 

remarks  on  sale  of  surplus  gold. ..707,  731,740 

remarks  on  freedmcn's  affairs 711,712,  713 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ...811, 

812,  813 
remarks  on  purchasing  the  Annals  of  Congress, 
1191,  1192,  1193,  1194,  1195 
remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropria- 
tion bill 1219,  1266 

remarks  on  the  New  Jersey  railroads  bill,  1262, 

1468 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill 1255, 

1287,  1415,  1430,  1431 
remarks  on  the  agricultural  colleges  bill,  1284, 

1285,  1286 
remarks  on  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Lovejoy,  1326 

remarks  on  the  steam  fire  engine  bill 1471, 

1472,  1473 

remarks  on  the  District  penitentiary  bill,  1470, 

1491,  1492,  1493 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long. ..1507, 

1510,  1517,  1533,  1544,  1552,  1586 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Harris,  1510, 

1517,  1518,  1519 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  service  to 

Brazil 1653,1058 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1058, 

1785,  1780, 1939, 1940,  1942, 1943,  2810, 
2996,  3019,  3020,  3024,  3025,  3026,  3027 

remarks  on  currency  bill  (No.  395) 1080, 

1081,  1682,  1696,  2428,  2435,  2448,2449 

remarks  on  the  protection  of  the  mineral  lands, 

1695,  1696, 1860 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  encourage  immigration, 

1764,  1793 
remarks  on  the  northern  Pacific  railroad  bill, 

2291,  2292 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  for  the  published 

debates 2298 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 

L.  Stevens 2387,  2.388 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiali  O. 

Armes 2388,  2389,  2390,  2391 

remarks  on  the  reciprocity  treaty 2481, 

2482,  24b3,  2504,  2506,  2508,  2509 
remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election  (McHenry 

and  Yeaman) 2538,  2715,  2716 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election. ..2645,  2046 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 

•  2790, 2792 

remarks  on  the  gas-light  bill 2817,  2818 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  carringe  of 

passengcrH ; 2836,2837 

remarks  on  the  bill  repealing  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  E.  F.  and  S.  A.  Wood,  2838, 2840,  2841 
remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery,  2901,2978 

remaikson  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3015, 

3105,     3100,    3107,    3108,     3109, 

3110,  3111,  3113,  3114,  3115,  3395 

remarks    on  the    Pacific    railroad    bill    (No. 

438) 3022,3080,3115,  3148,  3149, 

3150,  3153,  3155,  3156,  3182,  3244,3357 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  claims  for  re- 
bellion IOSHCS....3055,  3056,  3058,3000,3077 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Ericsson  oon- 
trucl 3081,  3082,  3083 


Washburne,  Elihu  B.,  a  Representative  from  lllN 

noi.s — Continued. 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  3116",  3186,  3218,  3351 

remarks  on  the  westorn  navy-yard  bill. ...3244, 

3245,  3246,  3247,  3248,  3249,  3250 

remarks  on  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 

railroad  bill 3401,  3402 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union 3472 

remarks  on  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  sol- 
diers  3534 

Washburn,  William   B.,  a  Representative  from 

Massachusetts 148, 

311,  467,  1577,  2264,  2694,  2743, 
2751,  2787,  3014,  3422,  3423,  3464 
remarks  on  the  currency  bill. .1343,  1393,  1394 
remarks  on  tke  bill  relating  to  the  compensa- 
tion of  pension  agents 3314 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  A. 

Baker 3422 

Washington,  the  Territory  of,  bill  to  endow  a 
military  professorship  in  the  university  of, 

40,  1099 

bill  (No.  115)  granting  lands  to,  to  aid  in  the 

construction  of  a  military  road  from  Fort 

Walla-Walla  to  Pugeisound...l50,  998, 1010 

bill  fixing  the  port  of  entry  for  Puget  sound 

collection  district 150 

bill  to  amend  an  act  approved  July  17,  1854, 
to  amend  the  act  approved  September  27, 
1850,  to  create  the  office  of  surveyor  general 

of  the  public  lands  in  Oregon, &c 150, 

623,  1099 
bill  to  create  an  additional  land  district  in,  1096 
bill  concerning  the  courts  and  judicial  districts 

of. 1532 

bill  amendatory  of  the  organic  act  of 1532 

bill  (No.  181)  in  reference  to  donation  claims 

in  Oregon  and 1695,  1855,  1885 

bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  claims 
to  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  Indian  res- 
ervations in,  arising  under  the  preemption 
laws  and  donation  act  in  consequence  of  pre- 
emptions and  settlements  made  prior  to  the 

establishment  of  such  reservations 2426 

bill  (S.  No.  285)  to  regulate  the  veto  power  in 

the...„ 2526,  2777,  2794,  2810,  3532 

Water  tax — see  District  of  Columbia. 

Ways  and  Means,  the  Committee  of. 18 

instructions  to. ..44,  99,  196,  259,297,059,887, 
888,  1009,  1217,  1420,  1466,  1491,  1943 

reports  from  33,  44,  69,  86,  151, 

215,  266, 288,  410,  440,  494,  595,  658,  060, 
731.  740,  703,  825,  826,  876,  949,  1099, 
1119,  1143,  1216,  1219,  1531,  1577,  1736, 
2057,2200,2269,2391,  2427,  2526,  2527, 
2716,  2787,  2879,  2880,  3014,  3077,  3079, 
3112,  3116,  3311,  3470,  3514,  3523,  3527 

discharged  from  subjects 2880 

Weaver,  Jacob,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 480 

Weber,  Jacob,  bill  for  relief  of  ....757,  942,  3421 

Webster,    Edwin     H.,   a    Representative    from 

Maryland.. ..105,  219,970,  1142,  1287,  1289, 

.1291, 1082, 1800,  2475,  2585,  2012,  2833, 

•    2911,  2,995,  3429,  3431,  3532,  3535, 353G 

resolution  by 3535 

remarks  on  conscription  bill,  598,  599,  003,004 
remarks  on  legislative  appropriation  hill,  1043 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  oignnize  the  Territory  of 

Montana 1109,  1052,  2385,  2386 

remarks  on  the  currency  bill ,....1682,  2448 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1820 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo.siah  O. 

Armes 2389,2390,2391 

remarks  on  the  Washington  and  New  York 

railroad  bill 2833,2834,2835 

Wehrhcim,  Valentine,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  2272 
Welch,  Harris,  bill  granting  a  pension  to. ..2264 
Wethcrill,  Charles  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1217, 
2272,  2380,  3432,  3464 
Wctherill,  Dr.  C.  M.,  cliemist  of  ihe  Agricul- 
tural Department,  select  committee  on   the 

ca.se  of. 261,  263,  281 

report  from  the 1217 

Whaley,  Kellian  V.,  a  Representative  from  West 

Virginia 87, 

319,  430,  528,  625,  626,  058,  813, 
1030,  1142,  1217,  1261,  1406,  1531, 1651, 
1941,  2030, 2207,2271,2272,2542,2894, 
3310,  3421,  3427,  3523,  3537,  3538,  3539 

r(,'solutic)ns  by 528,  1466 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 604,005 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims 918,  919 

remarks  on  expulsion  of  Mr.  Lung,  1545,  1554 
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Whaley,  Kollian  V.,n  Representative  from  West 
Virginia — Contiimcd. 
remarks   on    the    Virginia   contested    election 

(Kitchen's  case) 3675 

remarks  on  Pennsylvania  war  claims 2137 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  atitl 

Loan) 21G9 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  iMary  A. 

Baker 3422 

Wheeler,  Ezra,  a  Representative  from  Wiscon- 
sin  1792,2818, 

2833,  2948,  3060,,  30G1,  3079,  3139,  3401 
remarks  on  the  amendment  of  ihu  Constitution 
— see  Appendix. 

Wheeler,  Peter,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 3054 

Whipple,  Ellen  M.,  bill  granting  pension  to,  2695, 

3423 
Whitall,  John  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  150,. 3424 
White,  Chilton  A.,  a  Representative  from  Ohio, 

719,  1545 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union 763 

White,  Joseph  W.,  a  Reprosentntive  from  Ohio, 

687,  2238,  2253,  2508,  2771,  .3080 

Whiting,  B.  C,  bill  relating  to  tlie  account  of,  874 

Whitney,  Sarah,  and  IVIary  Huggerford,  bill  for 

the  relief  of. ':."940,  2272,  3471 

Wilder,  A.  Carter,  a  Representative  from  Kan- 
sas  .....15,  149,  659,874, 

909,  1010,  1096,  1253,  1291,  1794,  1814, 
2031,  2056,  3104,  3143,  3421,  3436,  .3480 

resolutions  by 659,  909,  1096 

remarks    on    the    position   «f    the    rebellious 

States 1204 

remarks  on  the  claims  of  Kansas  Indians,  2031, 

2032 
Wilkes,  Charles,  joint  resolution  to  refer  the  case 

of,  to  the  Court  of  Claims '. 1494 

Williams,  Edward,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1531, 

2273,  2387 

Williams,  Jesse,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1495 

Williams,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of... 3423, 3479 
Williams,  Thomas,  a  Representative  fromPeim- 

sylvania 1062, 1097,  2750 

resolutions  by 1097 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 475 

remarks  on  the  Louisiana  election 597 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 690, 

691,  692 
remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold ,  1 146,  1147 
remarks  on  the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 1974,  1980 

Wilson,"  James  P.,  a  Representative  from  Iowa, 
21,  23,  39,  44,  127,  128,  164,  168",  190, 
233,  310,  397,  399,  495,  508,  526,  623, 
624,  625,  660,  706,  713,  714,  730,  757, 
785,874,  888,  926.  935,  971,  1010,  1036, 
1044,  1059,  1060,  1061,  1080,  1096,  1099, 
1124,  1142,  1167,  1168,  1169,  1191,  1195, 
1196,  1217,  1218,  1236,  1261,  1266,  1286, 
1289,  1290,  13.35,  1338,  1387,  1409,  1429, 
1473,  1474,  1494,  1495,  1518,  1531,  1532, 
1533,  1534,  1577,  1618,  1635,  1651,  1G79, 
1695,  1715,  1734,  1762,  1792,  1H21,  1827, 
1848,  2030,  2056,  2138,  2139,  2155,  2169, 
2207,2215,2264,  2265,  2271,  2273,  2291, 
2297,  2.333,  2342,  2384,  2385,  2388,  2426, 
2427,  2453,  2454,  2456,  2470,  2475,  2476, 
2482,  2.J26,  2527,  260G,  2607,  2609,  2611, 
2612,  2650,  2695,  2715,  2741,  2771,  2772, 
2773,2774,  2787,  2788,  2793,  2811,  2S13, 
2880,  2910,  3014,  3015,  3016,  3061,  3079, 
3084,  3103,  3104,  3140,  3142,  3143,  3148, 
3179,3186,3218,  32:]9,  3240,  3241,  3310, 
3314,  3315,  3404,  34l'2,  34J4,  3427,  3430, 
3431,  3515,  351G,  3524,  3525,  3531,  3534 
resolutions  by,  39, 44, 659, 9:J6, 1096,1217,1618, 
1651,  1695,  2030,  2426,  2787,  3103,  3314 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating;  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  iho  Court  of  Claims,  127, 164,  HJ5,  IGG,  168, 
910,  911,  912,  913,  914,  915,  918,  919,  924 

remarks  on  ihn  c.onfi.sraiion  bill 127, 

184, 185,  186,  190,  210,  263,  264,  281, 

282,  501,  502,  .504,  507,  508,  509,  519 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  jsrovido  for  Pdnnsylvania 

war  expenses 169,  170,  171,  1793,  1795 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122) 304, 

307,  690,  G91,  692 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill  (No.  156) .335 

remarks  on  the  coiiscripiion  bill 433, 

578,  3278,  3318,  3320,  3321,  3432,  3466 

remarks  on  the  Arkansas  election 684 

remarjfs  on  the  bill  (No.  63)  relating  to  claims 

against  the  Government 925 

romaika  on  the  nlio!ilion  of  8lav(My Hi)'.) 


Wilson,  JameK  P.,  a  Representative  from  Iowa — 
Conlinxied. 

remarks  on  the  cuiTpncy  bill 1339,  1341, 

1343,  1344,  1.378, 1,379,  1380,  1381,  1.390, 

1394, 1402, 1410, 1412,  1451,  1631,  1682 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.   W. 

Hubbell ..1348 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  service  to 

Brazil 1657 

remarks  on  the  northern  Pacific  railroad  bill, 

1698,  1699,  2291,  2292,  2296 

remarks  on  the  New  Jersey  railroads  bill,  1734, 

1762,  2253,  2264 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ...1755, 

1758,     1759,     1761,    1786,     1787, 

1619,1821,  1837,  1838,  1876,  1878, 

1881,  1906,  1918,  1938,  2996,  2998, 

2999,3019,3020,3024,  3025,  3055 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  grant 188G,  1887 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ..2061 

remarks  on  the  consular  and  diplomatic  bill, 

2216,  2217,  2791,  2792,  2793,  2996 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  IVIercan- 

tile  Insurance  Company 2267,  2268 

remarks  on  paying  the  contestants  from  Vir- 
ginia  2425 

rem.arks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2612, 

2613  2722  2723  2995 
remarks  on  thetariffbill,2720',  2721,'  2748^  3311 
remarks  on  the  repeal  of  the    fugitive    slave 

laws 2774,  2775,  2776,  2911 

remarks  on  the  gaa-Iight  bill 2817 

remarks  on  the  Dakota  election 2887,  2890 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. ...2938, 

2939,3109,3111,3113,3114,3115 

remarks  on  the  bill   providing  for  claims  for 

rebellion  losses 3056,  3057,  3058,  3059 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  (No.  483), 
3080,  3149,  3153,  3156,  3180,  3244 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill 3213,  3214,  3217 

remarks  on  the  western  navy-yard  bill,  3244, 

3245,  3246,  3247 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of 

Ohio  and  Indiana 3425,  3427 

Wilson,  Phcebe,  bill  for   th<>  relief  of  the  heirs 

of 2289 

Windom,  William,  a  Representative  from  Min- 
nesota  11,  100,  196,  232,  313,331,  399, 

426,  527,  659,  757,  924,  995,  996,  1099, 
1122,  1409,  1495,  1532,  1625,  1660,  1764, 
1792,  1884,  1943,  2031,  2032,  2033,  2035, 
2232,  2271,  2273,  2391,  2690,  3057,  3079, 
3104,  3316,  3389,  3424,  3429,  3430,  3431, 
3463,  3472,  3516,  3519,  3520,  3535,  3538 

resolutions  by 527,  659,  2470,  3316 

remarks  on  purchasing  the  Annals  of  Congress, 

1191,  1192,  1193;  1194 

remarks  on  the  agricultural  colleges  bill. ..1285, 

1498,  1499 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1733, 

1758,  1759,  1941 
remarks  on   the  bill  to  pay  for  the  published 

debates 1783 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  B.  F.  Ken- 
dall  .....2033 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  2339, 

2340,  2341,  2342,  2343,  2359 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 

L.  Stevens 2.387,  2388 

Winfield,  Charles  H.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York..... 1291,  1394,  17-91,  1885,  1942 

remarks  on  the  conscription   bill 551,  578 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Lons:...1596 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2718,  3313 

Winger,  Christian,  bill  to  grant  a  pension  to,  20 
Wisconsin,  joint  resolution  (No.  8)  for  the  relief 

of. 2995,2996,3424 

Wiswall,  Noah,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of 233,  708,  7.35,  776 

Witness,  arrest  of  a 1660 

Wolcott,  Rhoda,  bill  for  the  relief  of 940, 

2639,  2693,  2995,  3018,  3060,  3141 

Woodbridgfi,  Eliza  Cass,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

3421,  3523,  3530 

Woodbridgf,    Frederick    E.,    a    Representative 

fromV.-rmoMt,69, 109, 110,190,471,779,935, 

14.52,  1533,  2508,2773,  2774,  3083,  35.30 

resolutions  by 110 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Clainit?..... 167,916,919 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 496 

renuuk^  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 1125 

remark.s  on  the  New  Jersey  railroad.-)  bill,  396, 
1466,  1467,  146H,  1762,  22.56,  2263 


Wood  bridge,  Frederick  E.,  a  Representative  from 

Vermont — Continued. 

remarks  on  the  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..1791, 

1826,  1827,  3027 

remarks  on  the  Missouri  election  (Bruce  and 

Loan) 2270 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2746 

r(  marks  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  speculations  in 

gold 2789 

Wood,  E.  F.  &  Samuel  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
895,  1044,  1236,  1286,  1.287,  1326 

bill  repealing  the  act  for  the  relief  of .2527, 

2693,  2838 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland 2841 

Mr.  Hale 2693, 

2838,  2839,  2840,  2841,  2842 

Mr.  BLolman..... 2840 

Mr.  Pendleton 2840 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts 2839 

Mr.  Scoficid 2841 

Mr.'Stevens 2527, 

2693,  2838,  2839,  2840,  2841,  2842 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 2838, 

2840,  2841 
Wood,  Fernando,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 21,  150,  273,  316,  372,  566, 

730,  731,  1848,  1855,  1859,  1942,  1943, 

1991,  2185,  2578,  2639,"  2645,  2879,  3309 

resolutions  by. ...21,  150,  567,  1695,  1855,2185 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 94 

398,550,600,3281,3283 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims 167 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  Pennsylvania 

war  expenses 168,  170,  173,  1793,  1794 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  122). ...217,  263, 

270, 271, 272, 282,  284, 288, 309, 310,  311, 

313,  660,  661,  665,  666,  690,  691,  692,  777 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill. ...316,  351,352 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 373 

remarks  on  the  sale  of  surplus  gold 731, 

734,  735,  736 

remarks  on  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Long.. .1517, 

1535,  1537,  1538,  1627 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  mail  service  to 

Brazil 1653,  1657,  1658 

remarks  on  currency  bill  (No.  395),  1680,  2448 

remarks  on  the  protection  of  the  mineral  lands, 

1695,  1696,  1860 

remarks  on  the  bill  temporarily  increasing  the 

duties  on  imports aG95,  1855,  1858,  1859 

remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405) 1722, 

1786,    1787,    1790,    1816,    1835,    1836, 

1837,  1349,  1850,  1939,  1943,  2996,  3019 

remarks  on   the  government  of  the  rebellious 

States 2074 

remarks  on  granting  homesteads  on  forfeited 

estates 2233,  2249,  2251 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 2690, 

2691,  2692,  2693,  2718 
remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  speculations  in 

gold 293G 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  slavery 2939, 

2980,  3000 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill 3015 

Woodward,  Elizabeth,  and  George  Chorpemiing, 

bill  for  the  relief  of. 259,  3310,  3471 

Wormer,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 624, 

759,  1492,  1495,  1534 
Wroe,  S.  C,  and  E.,  and  others,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of. 2272,2273 

Y. 

Yatea,  Horace,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  „ 3309, 

3470,  3471,  3531,3536 
Yeaman,  George  H.,  a  Representative  from  Ken- 
tucky  5,20, 

70,  117,  261,  459,  622,  1217,  1286,  1349, 
1390,  1396,  1618,  1762,  2232,  2291,  2579 

resolutions  by 70,  1217,  1349 

remarks  on  the  bill  rekiting  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Court  of  Claims l64,  165,  167 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Union 190 

remarks  on  the  conscription  bill 398,  456 

remarks  on  the  confiscation  bill 499 

remarks  on  theNew  Jersey  railroads  bill,  1762, 

2254,  2256 
remarks  on  revenue  bill  (No.  405). ..1908, 1938 
remarks  on  the  government  of  tlie  rebellious 

States 200(5 

remarks  on  the  Kentucky  election  (McHenry 

and  Yeaman) 2.5.30,  2.5.35,  2.536,  2538, 

25:«),  2541,  2.579,  2580,  2582,  2584,  2.585 


LXXII 


INDEX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Yeas  and  nays  on — 

abolition  of  slnvciy  by  conelilittionnl  nmeiul- 

ment 1325,  1680,  1612 

atljournn)ent...261,316,507,o08,509,  629,  873, 
1062,  1518,  1519, 1702, 1703,2214,  2391, 
2646,  2775,  2892,  2893,  2999,  3001,  3532 

adjournmeiii  over 23,  2J9,  297,  508,  509, 

519,  1196,  2155,  2384,  2385,  2526,  2863 

amendment  of  the  rules 1145 

amnesty  proclamation 45 

Annals  of  Congress,  purchasing  tlie,'1098, 1195 

arbitrary  arresis,  resolutions  concerning 45 

Arkansas  election 3394 

Arkansas  representation 3179 

Armcs,  Josiuli  O.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2391 

Army  appropriation  bill 1226, 

1999,  2000,  2001,  2002,  2475,  2909 
asylum,  resolution  relating  to  the  right  of,  2772 

bankrupt  act 70 

bankrupt  bill 2636,  2812,  2835,  2880 

Blair,  Francis  P.,  resolution  with  regard  to  the 

military  position  of. 1967 

bounties,  bill  to  continue 110 

Brenton,  N.  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 3517 

bridges  over  the  Ohio,  bill  relating  to 1426 

Brindle,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2527 

calls  of  the  House 100,  108,  310, 

924,  970,  1196,  1288,  1342,  1390,  1400, 
1918,  2273,  2726,  2775,  3061,  3077, 3103 

canal  enlargement 44 

Chaplain,  election  of. 15 

civil  appropriation  bill 2938,  3115,  3402 

claims  for  rebellion  losses,  bill  providing  for, 
3056,  3058,  3059,  3060 
clergymen,  exemption  of,  from  military  ser- 
vice  259 

Clerk  of  the  House,  election  of. 1] 

Cobb,  Js«feO.  P.  &Co.,  bill  for  relief  of,  3054 

Colorado,  admission  of. 1167 

compensation,  alleged  illegal,  of  a  member, 

3521,3522 

conduct  of  the  war 258,  261 

confiscation  bill 184,  501,  507,  508,  519 

conscription  bill. ...399,  427,  628,629,631,768, 

3145,  3148. 3278,  3315,  3321,  3322,  3353, 

3354,  3355,  3436,  3466,  3467,  3468,  3525 

Court  of  Claims,  bill  relating  to  the  jurisdiction 

of  the 165 

currency  bill 1451,  1452,  1453 

currency  bill  (No.  395) 1682, 

1697,  2448,  2449,  2450,  2451 

Dakota  election 238,  2892,  2893,  2894 

decisions  of  the  Chair 1625,  1680 

deficiency  bill  (No.  14) 75 

deficiency  bill  (No.  156) 372 

Dictionary  of  Congress 623,  875,  876,  970 

Doorkeeper,  election  of 11 

Electors  for  President,  joint  resolution  on  the 
subject  of 2910 


Yeas  and  nays  on — Continued. 

enlistments  in  the  southern  States 846 

enlistment  of  colored  persons 427 

exchange  ofprisoners,  resolution  relating  to, 14, 

71,  259 
finances     and     taxation,    resolution     relating 

to 1695 

floating  batteries,  bill  to  amend  the  contract  for 

two .3083 

fortification  bill 3468 

freedmen's  affairs,  bill  relating  to 695 

fugitive    slave    laws,   bill    for    the    repeal    of 

the 22,  2774,  2920 

general    officers,   unemployed,    bill   to    drop, 

1165,2238 

gold,  bill  to  prohibit  speculations  in 2793, 

2794,  2936,  2737 
gold,  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  ofsurplus,  932, 

995,  1147 
guerrillas,  bill  to  provide  for  the  punishment 

of. 2771,2772,2815 

Harris,  Benjamin  G., censure  of. 1519 

Harris,  Benjamin  G.,  expulsion  of 1518 

homestead  law,  bill  amending  the 1190 

homesteads    on  forfeited    estates,  bill    grant- 
ing  2253 

Hubbell,  W.  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of...  .1349 

income  tax  bill 3531,  3532 

Indian  appropriation  bill 2359 

Indians,  bill  for  the  relief  of  Kansas 2032 

Insurance  Company,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

Mercantile  Mutual 2269 

Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee  rail  road  bill, 2611 
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obtaiiiiiij^food  with  which  to  sustain  life,  and  med- 
icines witli  which  to  care  for  the  sick. 

Now,  sir,  I  want  this  question  put  to  the  House 
in  the  light  of  the  facts  as  they  exist.  I  ask  the 
simple  question,  will  you  allow  these  men,  be- 
cause they  are  blacks,  to  starve  and  die  in  the 
very  neighborhood  of  our  camps  in  which  there 
are  food  and  medicines  in  abundance  .'  If  you  will, 
then  let  white  and  black  die  alike. 

For  myself,  I  am  willing  to  go  further  than  this 
amendment  goes.  I  am  willing  to  substitute  for 
the  words  "  negro  refugees,  commonly  called  con- 
trabands," the  words  "  refugees,  white  or  black, 
resorting  to  the  camps  of  the  United  States  during 
the  progress  of  the  war."  For  one  I  wish  to  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  whenever  any  human 
being,  whatever  his  color,  is  deprived  of  his  or- 
dinary means  of  support  by  the  progress  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States,  and  stands  wanting 
food  to  sustain  life,  or  wanting  medicine  to  cure 
him  if  sick,  I  will  afford  him  the  food  or  medicine 
that  may  be  necessary  for  these  purposes. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  do  not  know  that  I  fully  ap- 
preciate the  allusions  that  have  been  made  upon 
the  other  side  of  the  House;  but, sir,  when  1  am 
called  upon  to  look  at  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try at  the  present  time,  when  1  look  at  those  who 
are  attempting  to  overthrow  and  destroy  it,  who 
are  using  every  means  and  every  instrumentality 
to  effect  that  end,  and  while  they  are  attempting 
to  use  for  that  purpose  this  class  of  men,  while 
their  declarations  have  gone  forth  to  the  country, 
and  are  now  a  matter  of  record,  that  they  have 
that  beliind  them  which  will  support  them  and 
maintain  their  white  armies  in  the  field,  I  look 
upon  it  as  a  duty  belonging  to  me  as  a  humani- 
tarian and  a  citizen  of  this  Government  to  protect 
either  in  liealth  or  in  sickness  those  who  refuse  to 
give  their  aid  or  their  comfort  or  their  labor  or 
their  influence  to  those  who  would  destroy  me 
and  mine  and  my  Government.  As  a  member  of 
Congress,  I  regard  it  as  my  duty  to  vote  for  their 
protection  and  their  support. 

Now,  sir,  there  are  men  in  this  country  who 
have  acted  and  who  are  still  acting  against  the 
best  interests  of  the  country,  against  the  best 
interests  of  the  Government',  against  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  Constitution,  and  against  the  main- 
tenance of  the  liberties  of  the  people;  who  would 
not  only  destroy  but  annihilate  forever  that  race 
denominated  black  heretofore  recognizedas  slaves, 
if  they  are  for  the  maintenance  of  this  Govern- 
ment. The  people  of  the  South  care  no  more  for 
you  or  for  me  or  for  any  member  upon  this  floor 
than  they  do  for  those  who  are  of  a  different  color. 
They  would  destroy  all  alike,  of  whatever  party, 
if  necessary  to  maintain  their  independence  and 
to  establish  their  separate  government.  They 
would  withhold  food,  medicine,  and  everything 
that  would  give  a  poor,  degraded,  ignorant,  lium- 
ble  man  the  riglit  to  breathe  free. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  say  as  a  man 
who  has  been  and  is  a  slaveholder,  and  whose 
family,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  trace  it  back 
througli  the  whole  history  of  the  Govenmient, 
has  held  slaves — I  hold  slaves  now  and  have  held 
them,  and  my  family  has  held  them — yet,  sir,  I 
wish  to  say  that  the  time  will  never  come  when  I 
shall  refuse,  either  at  home  or  anywhere  else,  to 
give  to  that  man,  I  care  not  how  black,  v/hethcr  a 
negro  or  an  Ameiican  of  African  descent,  who  has 
fled  from  the  men  who  are  in  rebellion,  all  that  he 
needs  for  his  comfort  and  subsistence. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  time  for  general  de- 
bate has  exf)ired. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  last  word  of  the  pending  amendment  of 
the  Senate.  • 

Mr.  COX.  There  is  no  objection  to  the  gen- 
tleman going  on  if  gentlemen  on  this  side  arc 
allowed  opportunity  to  reply. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  moved  an  amendment, 
and  am  entitled  to  five  minutes  on  it. 

Mr.  Chuirnian,  I  understand,  so  far  as  the  men 
of  African  descent  arc  concerned,  that  the  laws 
which  have  been  made  have  been  made  logiti- 
mulely,  honestly, and  truly,  where  they  belonged 
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to  those  who  have  struck  at  the  very  existence  of 
the  Government,  and  to  those  who  stand  as  the 
aiders  and  abettors  of  the  rebels.  You  strike 
down  the  humble  white  man,  you  lay  him  low  in 
the  dust,  you  make  him  the  victim  of  this  cruel 
war,  whether  by  his  consent  or  merely  because 
of  this  conspiracy  in  the  South;  he  is  made  to 
suffer,  and  his  family  is  made  to  mourn  his  un- 
timely death,  and  all  in  consequence  of  this  re- 
bellion. Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
say  that  a  horse,  a  cow  is  property;  that  land»is 
property,  and  they  have  declared  that  a  negro  is 
property.  Then,  if  that  is  true,  the  Government 
lias  the  right  to  take  whatever  species  of  property 
it  may  want  to  put  down  this  rebellion.  It  has 
as  much  right  to  take  my  negro  as  my  horse.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned  it  is  welcome  to  come  any 
moment  it  pleases  and  take  my  horse,  my  cattle, 
or  my  negro.  It  can  take  my  horse  for  cavalry, 
my  cattle  to  feed  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  my  negro  to  put  down  this  re- 
bellion. It  may  have  whateveiT  possess  for  that 
purpose. 

Now,  sir,  I  say  as  a  Icind  man,  I  say  as  a  lib- 
eral and  just  man,  that  these  men,  negroes  if  you 
choose,  have  ray  strongest  affection,  and  that  I 
would  protect  them  at  all  times,  whether  male  or 
female.  I  do  not  care  how  gentlemen  may  laugh 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  I  would  defend 
them  whether  they  came  from  Kentucky  or  other 
places  in  sorrow  and  affliction.  When  they  come 
to  us  from  rebel  masters,  if  they  want  medicine, 
give  it  to  them;  if  they  need  food,  give  it  to 
them;  if  thoy  need  kindness,  give  it  to  them. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  are  bound  to 
give  it  to  them.  When  a  negro  flies  from  a  man 
who  is  armed  with  gun  or  saber  against  the  United 
States,  and  to  kill  you,  to  make  our  homes  less 
agreeable  than  they  were,  to  make  them  houses 
of  mourning,  it  is  our  duty  as  men,  as  humani- 
tarians, to  protect  him  and  to  give  him  raiment 
and  subsistence.  Rather  than  restore  those  men 
to  slavery  who  have  done  us  service,  I  would 
sever  my  right  hand  from  my  arm. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  intended  in  a  few  remarks 
to  discuss  the  matter  legitimately  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  I  still  intend  to  do  so.  I  do  not  intend 
to  be  led  into  a  philanthropic  disquisition  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
on  an  appropriation  bill.  I  think  I  will  be  found 
as  ready  as  any  man  to  respond  to  the  wants  of 
the  black  man,  and  even  of  the  white  man.  [Laugh- 
ter.]    I  would  not  confine  myself  to  one. 

And  by  the  by,  as  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
observed  a  short  time  since,  hundreds  of  blacks 
have  come  into  the  Army  as  refugees,  and  hun- 
dreds of  whites  also,  all  wanting  food  and  medi- 
cine, and  yet  there  is  not  an  item  in  the  bill  that 
provides  a  particle  of  food  and  medicine  for  the 
white  refugees.  Now  if  this  is  to  be  converted 
from  an  appropriation  bill  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  carry  on  its  legitimate  functions  into  a 
charitable  appropriation  bill,  I  insist  as  a  matter 
of  justice  that  these  men  down  there  whom  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Smith]  wants  to  doom  to  everlast- 
ing punishment  in  the  next  world  and  starvation 
in  this,  shall  be  placed  upon  an  equal  fooling  with 
the  negroes.  I  do  not  concur  with  my  colleague 
in  that  sentiment,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  call  down 
in  my  speech  that  sort  of  visitation  upon  any  be- 
ing in  the  world,  white  or  black. 

During  the  last  session  of  last  Congress,  in  a 
debate  involving  this  whole  question,!  pointed  out 
to  the  members  of  this  House  and  to  the  country 
the  results  of  this  grand  scheme  of  emancipation 
upon  which  they  wereaboutentering.  I  told  them 
then  that  the  negro  was  not  cajiable  of  maintain- 
ing himself,  that  he  was  unfitted  for  freedom,  and 
that  upon  the  soil  of  this  country  he  would  not 
be  able  to  compete  with  the  white  man  for  the 
rewards  of  labor. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  ask  the  House  to  extend  the 
time  of  my  colleague,  so  that  I  may  have  an  op-, 
portunity  to  reply  to  him. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  My  time  has  not  expired 
yet,  and  I  do  not  want  any  more  time.    I  urn  not 


replying  to  the  gentleman's  speech  or  alluding 
to  it. 

When  I  made  that  speech,  it  was  replied  to  me 
that  it  was  intended  to  colonize  the  blacks.  I  made 
a  hasty  calculation,  and  I  found  it  would  cost 
$1,200,000,000  to  colonize  all  the  blacks  if  they 
concluded  to  liberate  them.  I  asked  them  if  they 
intended  to  do  that,  and  one  or  two  objected  to 
it.  Now  there  is  one  universal  sentiment  almost 
against  this  system  of  colonization.  It  is  now 
said  they  must  be  kept  here  as  laborers  on  the 
soil,  and  made  equal  in  every  respect  with  the 
whites. 

I  ask  this  House  now  if  what  I  charged  then 
has  not  turned  out  to  be  true;  if  this  call  forchar- 
ity  upon  the  Treasury  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  by  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
does  not  show  that  this  class,  whose  social  rela- 
tions are  changed  in  the  South,  is  incapable  of 
supporting  themselves?  Has  not  that  fact  been 
exhibited  in  a  still  more  marked  manner  in  the 
bill  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Eliot,]  and  passed  by  this  House, 
which  placed  the  entire  freed  population  of  the 
Union  under  the  control  of  a  bureau  to  be  con- 
nected with  the  national  Government.'  They  have 
advanced  in  their  march  of  improvement  since 
last  session.  They  have  gone  so  far  as  to  say 
that  the  States  themselves,  where  these  people  are 
freed,  have  not  the  capacity  to  administer  their 
affairs  properly,  but  that  the  whole  control  of  the 
Ireedmen  shall  be  taken  from  the  States  of  the 
Union,  and  that  they  shall  be  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  General  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

I  did  not  desire  to  say  anything  upon  this  mat- 
ter, but  1  was  drawn  into  it  by  the  amendment 
which  was  offered,  and  I  hope  it  will  pass. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell-] 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  withdraw  my  amendment, 
and  move  to  strike  out  the  last  two  words  of  the 
pending  amendment.  I  wish  merely  to  say  a  word 
m  regard  to  these  men  who  are  now  in  the  contra- 
band camps  of  the  South,  and  who  are  considered 
as  refugees  from  their  homes  in  those  States  that 
have  heretofore  been  considered  in  rebellion.  I 
state  to  my  colleague,  and  I  state  it  for  the  ben- 
efit of  this  House,  that  in  the  States  of  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  and  Arkansas  men  who  were 
planters  before  this  rebellion  began,  and  who 
owned  from  one  to  three  hundred  slaves,  agreed 
to  enter  upon  the  free-labor  system,  and  they  are 
to-day  employing  their  slaves  upon  their  plant- 
ations, and  are  making  more  money  than  they 
ever  made  before  in  the  history  of  this  Govern- 
ment. I  know  of  one  Duncan,  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  who  owned  two  or  three  hundred  ne- 
groes. He  freed  them  all,  paid  them  their  wages, 
and  in  one  year,  with  the  present  price  of  cotton, 
he  paid  for  every  negro  he  had  upon  his  place, 
he  paid  all  the  expenses  of  his  plantation,  he  al- 
lowed ten  cents  a  pound  for  his  cotton,  and  after 
deducting  the  whole  he  had  in  his  pocket  §1,000 
profit  left.  Now,  sir,  there  are  numbers  of  these 
men,  born  and  raised  in  Kentucky,  and  the  best 
planters  in  the  State,  who  only  ask  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  employ  these  black  men,  and  rec- 
ognize them  as  free  men,  upon  the  soil,  in  order 
to  carry  on  tlieir  plantations.  I  therefore  con- 
clude that  the  policy  of  the  Government  i&a  just 
and  right  one,  for  it  gives  to  the  former  master 
more  money  than  he  made  before,  and  gives  to  the 
laborer  a  fair  compensation  for  the  labor  he  ren- 
ders on  the  plantation. 

Now,  sir,  so  far  as  these  refugees  arc  concerned, 
if  they  flee  from  one  man  they  find  employment 
with  another,  and  employment  that  compensates 
them  as  well  as  the  man  who  employ  s  them.  Who 
can  object  to  that  mode  of  proceeding  in  those 
States  where  there  has  been  difficulty,  and  where, 
in  consequence  of  the  rebellion,  the  relation  of 
master  and  slave  has  been  destroyed  .' 

It  is  no  fault  of  the  Government;  it  is  no  fault 
of  men  here;  it  is  no  fault  of  speeches  made  in  this 
House;  but  it  is  the  fault  of  those  men  who  were 
the  owners  of  these  persons;  it  is  the  fault  of  those 
men  who  have  gone  into  the  rebellion;  and  if  the 
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men  wliom  ihoy  have  left  behind  clioose  to  adopt 
the,policy  oftheGoveinmentand  can  make  money 
by  tlie  operation,  why  should  tliere  be  captious 
opposition  here?  And  if  there  are  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  left  there  to  employ  all  those  people 
who  have  abandoned  their  homes  and  taken  ref- 
uge in  the  camps  of  tiie  Government,  is  it  rig;ht 
that  this  Government  should  allow  them  to  suffer, 
to  languisii,  and  to  die  when  in  its  beneficence  it 
could  protect  them? 

[Flere  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BLISS.  1  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Smith.]  It  seems  to  me  that  at  the  bottom  of  this 
proposition  there  is  no  principle  upon  which  this 
JHouse,  in  making  appropriations  of  the  public 
money,  can  possibly  act.  Are  we  to  understand, 
sir,  that  tlie  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
to  take  upon  itself  the  protection,  support,  and 
maintenance  of  all  the  negroes  who  may  obtain 
their  freedom  through  the  process  of  the  emanci- 
pation proclamation,  or  who  may  escape  from 
the  service  of  their  masters  and  pour  themselves 
upon  ourencampments — that  money  must  be  ap- 
propriated for  their  support  as  well  as  for  the 
maintenance  and  compensation  of  the  soldiers  of 
our  Government? 

Is  it  within  the  constitutional  power  of  this 


House  to  appropriate  the  money  of  the  country 
to  such  chau^able  purposes?  Is  it  within  our 
power  to  create  a  benevolent  fund  to  be  distrib- 


uted to  the  poor  of  the  country,  black  or  white? 
Is  it  not  altogether  out  of  and  beyond  the  power 
of  this  House  to  make  such  an  appropriation  ?  If 
we  are  to  become  common  almoners  of  charity, 
why  then  let  us  support  foreign  missions;  let  us 
take  care  of  tiie  poor  of  other  countries;  let  us 
raise  by  lawful  appropriation  funds  to  be  sent  to 
the  destitute  of  the  world  everywhere. 

I  think  that  the  House  will  perceive  that  such 
an  appropriation  as  this  cannot  be  legitimately 
passed,  and  this  is  all  I  have  to  say  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise,  with  a  view  to  close  the  debate  upon 
tills  amendment. 

Mr.  PARNSWORTH.  Is  debate  exhausted 
upon  the  pending  amendment? 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  withdraw  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  PARNSWORTH.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  will  withdraw  his  motion  that 
the  committee  rise.     I  desire  to  say  a  few  words. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  do  so  if  the  gentleman 
will  renew  it. 

Mr.  PARNSWORTH.     I  will  do  so. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  renew  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  remark  or  two.  I  should  myself  be  op- 
posed to  voting  money  out  of  the  Treasury  for 
the  support  of  camp-followers  and  hangers-on 
upon  the  Army.  But  I  do  not  understand  that  to 
be  the  purport  or  object  of  this  amendment  of  the 
Senate.  1  understand  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  this:  refugees,  or  "contrabands,"  as 
they  are  called,  as  the  Army  advances  come  within 
our  lines.  They  are  gathered  togetlier  for  the 
purpose  of  being  put  into  the  Army.  They  are 
gathered  together  in  "  contraband  camps"  before 
being  enrolled  and  organized.  Many  of  them  get 
sick,  as  men  always  do  more  or  less  when  they 
are  gathered  togetlier  in  camps.  Now,  the  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  Government  will  leave  men 
thus  gathered  together  for  the  purpose  of  being 
enrolled  and  put  into  the  service  of  the  country 
to  languish  and  die  for  the  want  of  proper  medi- 
cines lyid  medical  attendance  while  thus  in  these 
"contraband  camps." 

I  do  not  understand  the  object  of  this  appro- 
priation to  be  to  furnish  indiscriminately  medical 
sujiplies  and  attendance  to  every  slave  who  runs 
away  from  the  South.  I  certairdy  should  not  be 
in  favor  of  that.  I  am  in  favor  myself  of  giving 
these  negroes  to  understand  that  they  must  help 
themselves,  that  they  are  not  to  become  pension- 
ers on  the  Government,  but  that  they,  like  other 
men,  must  help  themselves.  But  while  the  Army 
is  gathering  contrabands  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
rolling them  in  the  Army,  it  i.s  not  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  charily,  but  it  i.sa  matter  of  duty,  that  the 
Governnient  shall  take  care  of  these  men,  and 
furnish  ilicin  with  the  necessary  medical  supplies 
and  food.  That  is  what  I  understand  to  be  the 
object,  of   tiie   iii)|>ropriation.     I    withdraw    the 


amendment, and  renew  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  J.C.ALLEN.  I  object  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  amendment  at  this  time,  inasmuch  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  has  a  right  to  speak  in 
opposition. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Still  the  motion  that  the 
committee  rise  exists.     I  ask  that  to  be  put. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
to  withdraw  his  motion.  Let  us  have  the  matter 
fairly  discussed.  It  may  just  as  well  be  discussed 
at  this  time  as  at  any  other  time. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  understand  that  when 
a  gentleman  offers  an  amendment,  and  speaks  to 
it,  he  has  no  right  to  withdraw  it,  if  another  gen- 
tleman wishes  to  oppose  it. 

The  CPIAIRMAN.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  a  right  to  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr.J.  C.ALLEN.  That  is  true;  but  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  yielded  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.FARNSwoRTH,]  who 
offered  an  amendment  and  has  discussed  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  With  the  understanding 
that  he  would  renew  the  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee rise;  which  motion  he  made. 

Mr.  J.  C.ALLEN.  Then  the  majority  of  the 
House  has  the  power,  under  an  arrangement  of 
this  sort, to  cut  off" all  debate  againstany  amend- 
ment that  may  be  offered. 

Mr.  PARNSWORTH.  I  have  no  objection 
myself  to  withdrawing  the  motion,  but  I  am  un- 
der obligation  to  the  ciiairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  who  gave  way  to  me. 

TheCHAlRMAN.  The  question mustbe put 
on  the  motion  that  the  committee  do  now  rise. 

Mr.  KALBPLEISCH.  Can  these  gentlemen, 
by  an  agreement  between  themselves,  render  nu- 
gatory the  rules  of  the  House? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  no  discre- 
tion in  the  matter.  A  privileged  motion  has  been 
made,  and  must  be  put. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  called  for  tellers  on  the  motion 
that  the  committee  rise. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  andMessrs.  J.  C.  Allen 
and  Parnsworth  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  44,  noes  45. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  op- 
posed to  appropriating  money  from  the  public 
Treasury  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  any  and 
everybody  who  may  see  proper  to  attach  them- 
selves to  a  military  camp  auring  this  war.  There 
may  be  cases  in  which  humanity  will  require  that 
refugees  from  the  South,  white  and  black,  shall 
have  a  portion  of  the  Army  rations  to  sustain  life, 
or  of  the  Army  medicine  to  recover  their  health. 
I  have  had  information  of  one  case  in  particu- 
lar, where  the  soldiers  on  the  field  of  Chatta- 
nooga were  put,  for  ten  days  before  the  battle, 
not  on  half  rations,  but  on  less  than  half  rations, 
in  order  to  support  a  lot  of  lazy  vagabond  ne- 
groes, who  had  escaped  from  the  farms  of  the 
country  and  come  into  the  lines  of  the  Federal 
Army. 

I  believe  that  this  whole  policy  of  fostering  and 
protecting  negroes  by  military  force  is  vicious 
in  its  effect.  Some  otiier  arrangement  should  be 
made  by  the  Government  besides  foisting  them 
on  our  Army  in  the  field.  If  persons  come  into 
our  camps  needing  care  and  attention,  the  dictates 
of  iiumatiity  would  induce  us  to  make  provision 
for  them,  but  it  should  be  done  in  some  other  way 
tlian  by  an  item  in  an  Army  appropriation  bill.  I 
think  that  the  immense  nu-mber  of  negroes  who 
have  been  hanging  around  our  camps,  wherever 
our  Army  has  gone  in  the  rebel  States,  have  eaten 
up  our  substance  and  been  an  injury  to  the  Army 
in  more  ways  than  one. 

I  am  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Holman]  to  limit  tiiis  appropriation  to  the  use 
of  tiiose  negroes  who  arc  in  tiie  service  of  the 
Government.  Let  us  provide  in  some  other  way 
for  taking  care  of  those  negroes  who  are  thrown 
upon  our  charity  tiian  through  the  means  of  the 
Army.  When  you  make  appropriations  of  this 
kind  you  but  hold  out  inducements  to  the  worth- 
less portion  of  the  negro  population  of  the  South 
to  fasten  themselves  on  the  Army  and  look  to  it 
for  their  support.  It  is  an  encouragement  to 
them  thus  to  look  to  the  Army  for  support.  If 
provision  must  be  madfi  for  them,  let  it  be  made 


in  some  other  way.  If  the  dictates  of  humanity 
require  that  provision  should  be  made  for  them 
by  this  Government,  let  us  in  some  other  form 
provide  for  the  care  of  their  sick.  Let  those  who 
escape — these  "contraband  refugees" — who  are 
capable  of  being  useful  in  the  Army,  go  into  the 
Army;  let  them  be  employed  in  such  services  as 
they  can  be  made  useful  in,  and  receive  their 
regular  compensation  from  the  Government  for 
their  support.  For  those  who  cannot  be  made 
useful  in  this  way,  let  them  be  removed  from  the 
Army,  and  let  them  be  supported  in  some  other 
way,  and  let  us  not  be  called  upon  to  provide  for 
their  support  in  an  Army  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  PARNSWORTH  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BLOW.  I  renew  the  amendment.  I  should 
have  passed  by  what  was  said  by  the  gentleman 
on  my  left  [IVlr.  Mallory]  if  he  had  not  been 
seconded  by  what  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  J.  C.  Allen]  also  said. 

Sir,  we  have  suffered  somewhat  in  Missouri. 
We  have  been  compelled  to  look  on  the  outrages 
which  have  been  committed  upon  these  people, 
and  we  feel  that  we  would  justly  be  charged  with 
inhumanity  if  we  were  to  permit  that  state  of 
things  to  exist  while  we  had  it  in  our  power  to 
remedy  it  by  legislation. 

I  presume  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  and 
the  people  of  Kentucky  may  not  be  called  upon 
day  by  day  to  witness  these  impositions  prac- 
ticed upon  the  colored  people  of  Kentucky  that 
are  practiced  upon  those  in  Missouri.  We  not 
only  have  witnessed  them  in  Missouri, but  we 
have  witnessed  the  operations  of  a  set  of  men  reg- 
ularly engaged  in  the  business  of  running  off  the 
freedmen  and  slaves  of  Missouri  to  sell  in  Ken- 
tucky. Is  the  honorable  gentleman  aware  of  that 
fact?  Is  heaware  thatKentuckyis  drawing  from 
the  soil  of  Missouri  those  freedmen  whom  this 
nation  is  in  honor  bound  to  protect  ? 

I  have  a  case  before  me.  Colonel  William  A. 
Pile,  at  the  head  of  a  regiment  of  colored  troops, 
complains  in  aletterto  General  Rosecrans  of  such 
cases  as  this.  He  says  he  claims  that  it  is  due 
to  these  men  and  to  the  loyal  heart  of  the  people 
of  this  State  that  they  should  know  what  has  be- 
come of  the  families  of  these  soldiers,  and  he  prays 
that  orders  may  be  sent  out  for  the  arrest  of  all 
persons  prowling  over  the  State  for  the  purpose 
of  buying  and  smuggling  to  Kentucky  the  wives 
and  children  of  these  sable  patriots,  and  that  all 
persons  aiding  or  assisting  them  be  arrested  and 
summarily  punished. 

Mr.  Chairman ,  for  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Eliot]  who  introduced 
a  bill  establishing  a  bureau  for  these  freedmen 
which  has  passed  this  House  by  a  bare  majority, 
1  propose  to  read  from  this  letter  of  Colonel  Pile 
to  which  I  have  referred.  After  referring  to  a 
case  of  the  description  I  have  named,  he  says: 

"  This  Is  not  an  isolated  case,  but.  only  a  sample  of  many 
similar  ones  that  have  occurred  during  the  last  two  inonlhs, 
and  I  most  respectl'ully  and  yet  most  earnestly  protest  against 
this  infamy  in  the  name  of  God,  justice,  and  liuinanity. 

"  Believing  that  you  will  do  all  that  you  have  power  to 
do  to  correct  these  infamous  evils,  I  most  respeclt'uUy  aad 
earnestly  request, 

"  1 .  That  instructions  be  given  to  the  provost  marshal  of 
the  department  to  grant  no  passes  to  any  man  to  lake  the 
wife,  child,  or  parent  of  a  colored  soldier  out  of  this  State, 
and  tlicy  be  held  responsible  for  granting  improper  passes. 

"  2.  That  the  provost  marshal's  department  be  required  to 
furnish  a  report  of  all  passes  given  for  slaves  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  State  during  the  last  three  months,  giving  name  of 
the  slave  and  owner,  with  their  residence,  date  of  permit, 
and  persons  to  whom  granted,  In  order  that  I  may  ascertain 
how  many  wives  and  children  of  colored  soldiers  have  been 
taken  from  the  State  by  Government  authority,  and  also  from 
their  former  masters  learn  where  they  were  taken.  If  this 
can  be  done  I  will  send  reliable  persons  to  ascertain  their 
present  whereabouts  and  condition.  I  claim  that  it  is  due 
these  men  and  the  loyal  heart  of  the  people  of  this  State 
that  they  know  what  has  become  of  their  lamilies. 

"  3.  That  orders  be  sent  out  for  the  arrest  of  all  persons 
prowling  over  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  buying  and  smug- 
gling to  Kentucky  the  wives  and  children  of  these  sable  pa- 
triots, and  that  all  persons  aiding  or  assisting  them  be  ar- 
rested and  summarily  punished." 

Sir,*I  commend  these  statements  to  the  candid 
and  honest  consideration  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  just  addressed  the  House. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  oppose  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri.  The  gentleman 
inquires  if  I  was  aware  of  the  fact  of  men  being 
engpged  in  the  State  of  Missouri  in  running  oft 
these  "  sable  patriots,"  as  he  calls  them,  to  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  where  they  are  resold  into 
slavery  and  held  as  slaves.    I  am  not  aware  of  it; 
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but  I  tell  the  gentleman  that  there  is  a  statute  in 
Kentucky  which  punishes  men  who  are  engaged 
in  practices  of  that  kind  as  severely  as  they  are 
punished  under  any  law  in  the  State  of  Missouri 
or  any  other  State;  and  if  he  will  come  to  Ken- 
tucky and  point  out  any  man  who  is  guilty  of 
such  an  ofFtinse  we  will  put  him  in  our  peniten- 
tiary and  keep  him  there  as  long  as  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  liimself  would  desire.  I  have  heard 
of  no  such  case  as  the  gentleman  alludes  to.  I 
think  I  did  hear  of  a  company  of  mulattoes  or 
mixed  bloods  or  quadroons  or  miscegens  from 
Missouri  who  came  to  Kentucky  and  held  a  con- 
vention atLouisville.  They  seemed  to  be  amixed 
medley  of  Chase  men  and  Fremont  men  and  Lin- 
coln men ,  coming  there  from  Missouri.  If  the  gen- 
tleman alludes  to  that  irruption  or  emigration  from 
Missouri,  I  say  to  him  that  I  had  heard  of  such 
an  occurrence,  but  I  did  not  know  before  that  they 
were  made  up  altogether  of  "  satle  patriots." 

But,  sir,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman,  I  say  that 
I  am  not  opposed  to  the  extension  of  charity  to 
the  unfortunate  black  man  or  the  unfortunate 
white  man;  but  I  must  say  that  I  think  it  is  a  mis- 
taken policy  which  extends  that  charity  in  the 
way  which  this  bill  proposes.  I  am  willing  that 
the  Government  should  be  liberal  in  this  regard, 
but  I  believe  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Bliss,]  that  the  Government  has  no  constitutional 
power  to  expend  its  liberality  in  this  way.  If 
this  sum  of  thirty  odd  thousand  dollars  is  needed 
to  furnish  these  men  with  medicines,  I  am  will- 
ing for  one  to  give  from  my  own  pocket  $300,  and 
if  every  other  other  gentleman  in  the  House  will 
donate  a  like  amount,  more  than  the  amount  ne- 
cessary will  be  made  up  in  a  perfectly  legitimate 
way  for  that  purpose.  I  will  go  so  much  fur- 
ther in  my  charity  as  to  include  the  poor  whites 
of  the  country.  I  will  give  money  to  support 
them;  to  give  them  food  and  raiment,  if  they  need 
them. 

I  hope  that  this  clause  will  be  stricken  out,  and 
that  when  gentlemen  talk  about  extending  char- 
ity they  will  put  their  hands  into  their  own  pock- 
ets and  not  call  upon  Uncle  Sam  to  do  so,  when 
he  is  staggering  under  the  heavy  load  of  debt  oc- 
casioned by  this  war.  When  it  is  as  much  as  he 
can  do  to  carry  on  this  war,  I  will  not  ask  him 
to  do  what  there  is  no  constitutional  warrant  for. 

Mr.  BLOW.  Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  he  is  opposed  to  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky carrying  off  our  slaves  and  frcedmen.' 

Mr.  MALLORY.     Certainly  I  am. 

Mr.  BLOW.  Will  you  undertake  to  do  some- 
thing toward  a  remedy  for  that  injustice.' 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  tell  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  and  he  understands  it,  that  we  have  a 
law  against  that  in  Kentucky  suilicient  in  my  es- 
timation to  punish  any  man  who  comes  into  that 
State  guilty  of  that  crime.  It  is  as  stringent  as 
any  Missouri  can  pass. 

Mr.  BLOW.  This  thing  has  been  going  on 
for  six  or  eight  months  past  in  Missouri,  and  I 
have  never  heard  yet  of  a  slave  or  freedman  that 
has  been  returned  or  of  a  man  in  Kentucky  that 
has  been  punished. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  do  not  know  that  the  gen- 
tleman can  show  anybody  has  been  carried  off. 
He  may  hear  men  talk  about  such  and  such  things 
having  been  done,  but  I  defy  him  to  present  a 
single  authenticated  case.  I  will  not  take  any 
man's  ipse  dixil  lU&t  these  "  sable  men  "have  been 
run  from  Missouri  into  Kentucky.  If  the  gen- 
tleman says  he  knows  it  of  his  own  personal 
knowledge,  let  him  submit  the  facts. 

Mr.  BLOW.     I  can  refer  to  a  case. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  If  the  gentleman  will  come 
and  point  out  that  one  I  will  guaranty  that  the 
parties  will  be  punished.  The  gentleman  will 
have  to  bring  another  witness,  as  we  require  two 
witnesses  in  Kentucky.  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect 
on  the  gentleman;  it  is  an  old-fashioned  law  of 
the  Slate.  If  these  cases  are  pointed  out,  there 
will  be  no  doubt  of  their  punishment. 

Mr.BLAlR,of  Mi.ssouri.  The  gentleman  from 
Mi.ssouri  [Mr.  Blow]  has  made  an  allegation  that 
the  freodmen  of  that  State  have  been  run  off  into 
Kentucky,  and  there  again  sold  into  slavery.  That 
I  understood  to  be  the  charge. 

Mr.  BLOW.     I  did  not  make  that  charge. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  1  am  glad  that  the 
gentleman  did  not  make  it. 

Mr.  BLOW.  I  .simply  said  that freedmen  and 
slaves  were  run  off  into  Kentucky. 


Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Freedmen  of  Mis- 
souri.' 

Mr.  BLOW.  The  wives  and  children  of  col- 
ored men  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army.  I 
have  heard  of  both  freedmen  and  slaves. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  In  regard  to  that 
matter  the  laws  of  Missouri  remain  unchanged. 
The  ordinance  passed  by  our  convention  for  the 
immediate  emancipation  of  the  slaves  was  defeated 
by  the  gentleman  and  his  friends.  That  propo- 
sition was  defeated  when  we  had  an  opportunity 
to  make  the  slaves  of  Missouri  free  on  compen- 
sation by  this  Government.  Therefore  it  is  that 
the  wives  and  children  of  colored  soldiers  remain 
slaves  under  the  laws  of  Missouri  a  certain  length 
of  time,  and  as  such  may  have  been  carried  into 
Kentucky.  But  this  cannot  be  properly  said  to 
be  running  off  freedmen  from  Missouri  into  Ken- 
tucky. I  know  of  no  well-authenticated  case  of 
the  kind  indicated  of  running  freedmen  into  Ken- 
tucky and  enslaving  them.  I  am  certain  under 
the  military  regulations  and  the  law  of  Missouri, 
executed  as  theyare  under  the  laws  of  Kentucky, 
that  nothing  of  this  character  could  have  taken 
place  as  represented  by  the  gentleman.  I  am  so 
well  satisfied  of  it  that  I  am  willing  to  take  the 
position  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and 
defy  him  to  present  the  proof  of  any  case.  It  is 
one  of  the  cases  out  of  which  the  gentleman  and 
his  friends  are  making  political  capital.  That  is 
all  they  care  about  them.  I  recollect  when  the 
gentleman  himself  was  a  pro-slavery  man  in  Mis- 
souri; it  has  not  been  a  great  while  ago.  I  think 
I  can  refer  to  one  of  my  colleagues  in  this  House 
who  knows  that  D.  R.  Atchison  represented  his 
views  of  the  slavery  question  better  than  Benton 
or  even  Doniphan,  a  fellow-member  of  the  dark- 
lantern  fraternity. 

Mr.  BLOW.  I  hope  the  gentleman  to  whom 
my  colleague  alludes  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
speaking,  and  that  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
replying. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  hope  gentlemen 
upon  that  side  of  the  House  will  permit  him  to 
speak. 

Mr.  BLOW.  I  will  say  that  I  never  owned  a 
slave  in  my  life,  and  that  when  I  served  in  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri  with  the  gentleman  who 
has  addressed  you,  [Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,] 
and  from  that  time  on  to  this,  1  was  and  have 
been  identified  with  the  same  Freesoil  party  from 
its  rise,  after  Fremont's  nomination  that  gentle- 
man has  belonged  to.  I  never  favored  a  pro-sla- 
very candidate  for  any  office  in  my  life,  and  the 
proofs  of  that  fact  are  recorded  at  home. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  On  tlie  contrary,! 
can  deny  a  part  of  that  statement  myself.  When 
the  gentleman  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
of  Missouri,  he  served  witii  a  party  exactly  on 
the  other  side  from  me,  and  belonged  to  an  en- 
tirely different  party.  He  was  elected  by  the 
Know-Noihing  party — and  I  think  they  were 
cheated  in  the  election. 

Mr.  BLOW.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can party.  The  party  of  the  gentleman  was  di- 
vided, and  I  could  hardly  tell  what  particular 
party  it  was  he  belonged  to  until  the  Freesoil  party 
originated  in  1857.  I  can  hardly  tell  now  what 
party  he  belongs  to.  I  know  what  the  gentleman 
claims  to  be.  I  belonged  to  the  American  party, 
and  when  the  gentleman  to  whom  my  colleague 
alludes  speaks  upon  this  matter  he  will  say  that 
I  never  voted  or  proposed  to  vote  for  any  pro- 
slavery  man.  The  American  party  had  men  up 
for  office  and  I  supported  them  not  because  they 
were  pro-slavery  oranti-slavery,  butbecause  they 
were  the  choice  of  the  American  party.  It  was 
well  known  that  the  American  party  was  neutral 
upon  that  subject,  and  did  not  interfere  upon  the 
matter  of  slavery.  The  gentleman  to  whom  my 
colleague  alludes  will  say  so.  If  he  does  not,  he 
will  refuse  to  say  a  thing  which  is  known  the 
whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  country  in  refer- 
ence to  the  American  party. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  undertake  to  say, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  through  that  whole  Legisla- 
ture of  Missouri,  when  tlic  gentleman  served  with 
myselfin  that  body,  the  question  was  not  a  ques- 
tion of  the  American  party  at  all;  that  the  Amer- 
ican party  in  Missouri  was  only  a  subterfuge  by 
which  the  pro-slavery  men  of  the  State  attempted 
to  overslaugh  and  defeat  Colonel  Benton,  who 
was  the  only  man  who  spoke  against  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery,  and  against  that  fierce  excitement 


which  tended  to  and  finally  led  to  the  disruption 
of  our  Union;  that  my  colleague  aided  and  abet- 
ted that  effort.  And  I  say  that  in  the  American 
party  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  pro-slavery 
sentiments  of  Colonel  Doniphan,  the  pro-slavery 
candidate  upon  his  side,  because  he  did  not  rep- 
resent his  views;  and  that  he  threatened  in  that 
caucus  that  he  would  break  from  the  party  and 
vote  for  Atchison,  because  he  better  represented 
his  views.  And  I  appeal  to  my  colleague  here 
[Mr.  Rollins]  for  the  truth  of  the  assertion  I 
make.  I  ask  him  to  rise  and  say  whether  the 
statement  I  have  made  is  true  or  false. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  am  too  modest  a  man  to  be  drawn  into  a  dispute 
of  this  sort,  and  I  feel  very  much  embarrassed  by 
the  questions  which  are  propounded  to  me. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  mustcall  the  gentleman  to 
order.  Gentlemen  should  speak  to  the  amend- 
ment, or  not  at  all.  The  rule  requires  it,  and  I 
demand  that  every  man  shall  speak  to  the  pend- 
ingamendment. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  The  gentleman 
takes  very  good  care  of  his  bantling,  but 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  take  care  of  nobody,  and 
I  do  not  care  much  for  anybody.  [Laughter.]  I 
call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  state 
that  by  unanimous  consent  this  discussion  has 
been  tolerated,  and  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Blair]  was  allowed  five  minutes  additional, 
and  he  has  yielded  to  his  colleague.  Three  min- 
utes of  the  time  still  remain. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Does  unanimous  consent 
give  the  right  to  proceed  out  of  order.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.     It  does. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  Ihopethegen- 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  will  not  level  any  of 
his  indignation  at  me  in  consequence  of  my  effort 
to  respond. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  did  not  refer  to  the  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  I  seldom  trouble 
the  House,  and  I  do  not  desire  to  say  anything 
which  shall  do  harm.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can 
settle  the  controversy  between  the  two  gentlemen 
from  Missouri,  and  I  regret  that  I  have  been 
called  upon  for  that  purpose;  but  as  I  am  appealed 
to  by  both  of  thern,  I  must  state  candidly  my  recol- 
lections in  regard  to  the  facts  referred  to.  With 
a  view  to  place  both  right  as  far  as  I  understand 
their  political  record  heretofore,  if  the  House 
will  indulge  me  I  will  state  a  few  additional  facts 
upon  the  subject.  But  I  mean  to  say  in  regard 
to  this  particular  question  before  the  House,  that 
I  have  been  surprised  at  the  statement  of  one  of 
my  colleagues  [Mr.  Blow]  that  freedmen  in  the 
State  of  Missouri  and  their  families  have  been 
transported  to  Kentucky,  and  have  there  been 
sold  into  slavery. 

Mr.  BLOW.  The  statement  I  made  was  on 
the  authority  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Pile. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  I  know  of  no 
such  cases,  and  do  not  believe  that  any  such  cases 
exist.  I  have  known  of  a  number  of  instances 
of  gentlemen  owning  slaves  in  Missouri  and  de- 
siring to  remove  them  to  Kentucky  because  of 
their  family  associations  there,  who  have  applied 
to  the  commander  of  the  department  of  the  Mis- 
souri for  permis.sion  to  take  them  to  Kentucky, 
and  that  request  has  been  granted.  I  have  made 
such  applications  myself  time  and  again  on  the 
part  of  friends  who  desired  to  remove  their  slaves 
to  Kentucky,  and  perinission  has  been  granted  by 
General  Schofield. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  political  status  of  these 
gentlemen  heretofcu-e,  I  think  I  may  say  this  in 
regard  to  the  cause  of  emancipation  in  Missouri, 
that  whatever  credit  is  attached  to  it,  whatever 
honor  may  spring  from  it  now  or  hereafter,  my 
colleague  on  my  left  [Mr.  Blair]  is  certainly  en- 
titled to  the  claim  of  being  the  fatiierpf  that  cause 
in  our  State.  For  twenty  years  past,  certainly 
he  has  been  known  as  an  earnest  and  sincere  ad- 
vocate of  the  cause  of  emancipation. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  will  at  leastgive  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Rollins]  time  to  finish  his  answer 
to  the  question  of  his  colleague. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have'movcd  that  the  com- 
mittee rise,  and  I  hope  the  motion  will  now  be  put. 
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The  committee  divided;  and  there  were — ayes 
41,  noes  56. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  I  renew  the 
amendment.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  was  -saying, 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Blair]  was  so  earnest  in  the 
cauee  of  emancipation  in  the  State  of  Missouri 
that  he  was  ready  as  far  back  even  as  1850  to  break 
a  lance  with  ColoTiel  Benton  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  woukl  inquire  if  debate  is  notexhausted 
on  the  pending  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri lias  renewed  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  is  entitled  to  speak  for  five  minutes. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  am  not  at  all  disposed  to  extend  this  discussion 
if  gentlemen  are  not  willing  to  listen  to  me.  [Cries 
of  "Go  on!"]  I  know  that  any  tiling  I  have  to 
say  upon  this  occasion  is  quite  uninteresting,  and 
ifgentlemen  areiiotdisposed  tolisten,!  am  notdis- 

Fosed  to  proceed.  [Renewed  cries  of  "  Go  on  !"] 
was  saying  that  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Blair,] 
even  as  far  back  as  1850,  when  Colonel  Benton 
was  defeated  in  the  Slate  of  Missouri  and  turned 
out  of  the  United  States  Senate;  and  I  say,  even 
at  this  distant  day,  that  it  was  a  discredit  to  our 
State  that  a  man  of  his  great  experience  and  en- 
larged statesmanship  should  ever  have  been  repu- 
diated by  the  people  of  Missouri;  but  even  at  that 
time,  altliough  Colonel  Benton  was  turned  out  of 
the  Senate  because  he  was  a  Freesoilcr,  he  did  not 
go  far  enough  in  the  cause  of  freedom  or-emanci- 
patioii  for  my  friend  on  the  left,  [Mr.  Blair,]  who 
was  ready  to  breaka  lance  even  wilh  Colonel  Ben- 
ton himsflf,  because  thatgentleman  was  not  trav- 
eling quite  fast  enough. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  political  status  of  my 
friend  on  the  right,  [Mr.  Blow,]  I  have  always 
understood  him  to  be  in  opposition  to  my  friend 
on  the  left  [Mr.  Blair]  on  that  subject.  [Laugh- 
ter.] I  remember  that  in  1855  I  had  the  honor  of 
meeting  with  both  these  gentlemen  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri,  and  1  had  the  honor  frequently 
of  meeting  the  gentleman  on  the  right  [Mr. 
Blow]  afterdark  in  a"  dark-lantern"association. 
[Laughter.]  And  1  remember  also  very  well  that 
1  represented  a  Whig  constituency,  who  were 
strongly  inclined  to  pro-slavery,  and  that, carry- 
ing out  the  views  of  my  constit'jents,  I  invariably 
voted  for  Alexander  W.  Doniphan,  although  I 
confess  at  this  late  day  to  the  flict  that  I  really 
felt  as  if  I  should  have  no  objection  if  Colonel 
Benton  should  be  returned  to  the  Senate.  My  col- 
league [Mr.  Blow]  also  voted  regularly  with  me 
for  Colonel  Doniphan,  who  was  known  to  be  a 
pro-slavery  man  at  that  day,  and  occupied  very 
much  the  position  of  Hon.  David  R.  Atchison, 
who  had  been  for  many  years  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Missouri;  indeed 
there  were  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature who  were  inclined  to  drop  Doniphan 
and  take  up  Atchison  and  reelect  him  to  the  Sen- 
ate, because,  perhaps,  he  went  a  little  further  to- 
ward sustaining  the  institution  of  slavery,  and 
was  more  desirous  to  extend  it  to  new  fields  than 
Doniphan  was;  audi  have  understood — whether 
I  am  correct  or  not  1  do  not  know — that  my  col- 
league from  St.  Loui.s  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  [Mr.  Blow]  was  associated  with  these 
gentlemen  of  the  Ainerican  party  who  were  will- 
ing to  drop  Doniphan  and  to  vote  for  Atchison. 

1  was  notof  that  way  of  thinking.  I  was  known 
as  a  Benton  Whig,  if  that  does  not  imply  a  con- 
tradiction of  terms;  a  Biiiton  Whig  because  it  was 
generally  ciiarged  upon  mo,  in  my  section  of  the 
country,  that  I  was  not  exactly  sound  on  the  ne- 
gro question.  If  it  were  in  order  1  could  relate  a 
little  anecdote  on  that  point.  [Criesof  "  Tull  it!"] 
The  gentleman  from  St.  Louis  to  my  left  [Mr. 
Blair]  represented  ut  that  time  a  German  con- 
stituency. I  believe  he  does  not  do  .so  now;  but 
my  friend  on  the  right  [Mr.  Blow]  has  the  honor 
of  representing  that  class  of  the  population  of  St. 
Louis!  Although  he  was  a  Know  Nothing  a  few 
years  ago,  he  is  cm-taihly  the  re|iresentaiive  now 
of  the  German  voter.s  of  St.  Loui.s!  At  that  time 
I  rcpn.-.sented  one  of  the  largestslaveholding  coun- 
ties in  the  Stale  of  Mi.ssouri.  And  wliih;  I  state 
here  as  a  fact  that  I  have  ever  favored  the  cause 
of  emancipation  in  the  State  of  Mis.souii  carried 
out  in  a  legal,  proper,  con.stitutional  way,  even 
long  before  tho  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  I 
nevertheless  was  not  inclined  to  gel  up  a.  furore 


and  excitement  on  that  subject,  and  was  willing 
to  wait  and  see  a  good  cause  progress  in  order, 
believing  always  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  great  State  of  Missouri,  looking  to  the 
rapid  development  of  her  wonderful  resources,  to 
exclude  the  institution,  and  become,  like  her  other 
great  sisters  of  the  Northwest,  a  free  State.  These 
have  been  always  my  sentiments.  They  have 
been  always  charged  upon  me  by  the  more  earn- 
est pro-slavery  men  of  the  State — never  repudi- 
ated by  me,  while  always  disavowing  any  dis- 
position to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  citizens  in 
regard  to  their  slaves,  except  in  a  legal,  constitu- 
tional way,  and  having  an  eye  to  their  full  com- 
pensation. I  represented  one  of  the  strongest 
slave  counties  in  the  State  at  that  day;  and  my 
extreme  pro-slavery  friends  in  the  Legislature, 
knowing  the  odium  that  attached  to  the  name  of 
the  gentleman  on  my  left,  [Mr.  Blair,]  because  of 
his  extreme  Freesoil  views,  and  witii  a  view  to 
make  me  as  odious  as  possible  on  that  side  of  the 
river  where  I  lived,  actually  went  so  far  as  to  at- 
tach to  me  thesou&riyue^of  Frank,  instead  of  the 
name  that  I  usually  bear;  and  I  was  surprised  to 
find  myself  addressed  when  1  went  home  as  Frank 
Rollins,  instead  of  Hon.  James  S.  Rollins,  as  I 
am  now  called!  [Laughter.]  And,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  I  am  indebted  to  my  friend  [Mr.  Blow] 
for  having  attached  to  me,  or  for  having  cooper- 
ated wilh  those  who  attached  to  me,  this  nickname, 
with  a  view  of  injuring  me  among  my  good  pro- 
slavery  friends  at  home ! 

[Hero  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri,  (continuing.)  I 
will  just  add  one  more  remark.  [Cries  of  "Go 
on."]  I  was  not  ashamed  of  the  name.  Notat 
all.  I  am  not  ashamed  of  it  to-day.  Because  I 
say  here — although  perhaps,  he  being  present,  it 
may  be  in  bad  taste — that  if  there  has  been  any 
man  consistent  throughout,  and  persistent,  too, 
on  this  subject  of  emancipation,  on  this  subject 
of  making  Missouri  a  free  State,  during  the  rebel- 
lion and  before  the  rebellion,  that  man  certainly 
has  been  my  friend  to  my  left,  [Mr.  Blair.]  And 
in  order  to  make  this  joke  a  practical  one — thus 
giving  me  a  name  which  did  not  belong  to  me — I 
concluded  it  should  not  be  all  lost,  and  I  have  the 
honor  of  having  at  home  a  very  fine  boy  whom 
I  call  Frank  Blair,  now  seven  years  of  age,  and 
whom,  if  he  meets  his  present  promise,  1  expect 
to  be  some  day  President  of  the  United  States! 
[Laughter.] 

I  think  1  may  close  by  simply  saying  that  my 
friend  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Blair]  has  been,  all 
the  time,  an  inveterate  Freesoiler  and  emancipa- 
tionist. My  friend  on  my  right,  [Mr.  Blow,] 
who  was  a  good  while  an  American,  who  was 
satisfied  with  Colonel  Doniphan  for  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  woukl  have  been  even  satisfied 
with  Mr.  Atchison,  has  been,  at  all  events,  asso- 
ciated and  identified  with  the  extreme  pro-slavery 
people  of  that  day,  while,  in  these  latter  days,  he 
lias  become  enlightened  on  that  subject,  and  cer- 
tainly, like  all  new  converts,  no  one  will  deny  his 
right  to  be  enthusiastic! 

Mr. BLOW.     How  was  that  indicated  ? 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  1  have.just  ex- 
plained. He  was  of  the  dark-lantern  party  in 
1855,  and  earnestly  associated  with  pro-slavery 
men  and  parties.  But  since  1860,  if  there  isany 
virtue  in  Freesoil,  any  virtue  in  immediate  eman- 
cipation, any  virtue  in  universal  liberty,  1  think 
my  colleague  has  got  as  much  of  it  infused  into 
lii.s  body  as  any  man  o  i  this  lloor,  or,  indeed,  in 
the  United  States  of  America!  [Laugliter.]  Per- 
haps (his  reliellion  has  shed  additional  light  on 
his  mind  !  I  know  that  many  of  us  have  been  en- 
lightened on  that  and  agrealmany  other  subjects 
since  the  war  commenced.  Perhap.s  it  may  be 
that  the  Km  thousand  German  votes,  which  the 
gentleman  represents,  have  had  some  inlluence 
in  setting  him  right!  1  do  not  know  how  that  is. 
At  all  events,  we  arc  all  in  a  state  of  progression, 
and  1  do  not  think  we  ought  to  be  held  to  a. strict 
account  for  all  the  opinions  that  we  may  have 
heretofore  entertained  on  this  delicate  and  import- 
ant subject  1 

Mr.  "BLOW.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  never 
upon  this  iloor  or  elsewhere,  in  all  the  contests  I 
have  had,  and  especially  in  those  I  have  had  with 
my  colleague  from  St.  Louis,  [Mr.  Blair,]  de- 
scended to  pers(HHil  allusions,  nor  have  1  ever  by 
word  or  deed  done  a  single  act  of  injustice  to  tliat 
honorable  gentleman.     I  would  scorn  to  rob  liim 


of  a  single  honor  that  he  has  enjoyed  in  tlie  past; 
and  while  he  everywhere  and  on  every  occasion 
indulges  in  these  personal  allusions  to  me,  they 
pass  by  me  like  the  idle  wind.  The  very  asser- 
tion he  has  made  this  morning,  he  has  in  times  past 
defended  me  against,  and  it  is  recorded  in  his  own 
organ  then  that  these  assertions  are  falsehoods. 
The  paper  is  in  existence  to  show  it.  The  rec- 
ords'of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Missouri  will 
show  that  the  first  regular  organization  of  the 
Freesoil  parly  in  Missouri  arose  in  1857,  when 
Hon.  B.  Gratz  Brown  in  the  House,  and  myself 
in  the  Senate, b»tli  voted  against  Darnes's  resolu- 
tion declaring  emancipation  in  Missouri  unjust 
and  inexpedient.  So  what  becomes  of  my  col- 
league's veracity  in  the  face  of  this  record  .''  And  I 
said  only  the  other  day  upon  this  floor  all  that 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Rollins]  has  said  to-day  in 
praise  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Blair]  as  an  early 
Freesoil  leader." 

Sir,  I  neverdeny  to  any  man  the  merit  or  praise 
that  is  due  to  him.  I  would  not  respect  myself, 
1  would  be  ashamed  of  myself,  if  1  could  rise  in 
this  Hall  and  not  find  it  in  my  heart  to  do  him 
full  justice  in  all  his  political  course. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  only  one  thing  in  the  speech 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Rollins]  has  thought  [iroper 
to  address  to  the  committee  of  the  slightest  im- 
portance to  me,  and  that  is  the  reference  he  has 
made  to  my  action  in  the  joint  session  of  the  Le- 
gislature. And  even  there  he  has  failed  to  make 
a  point  for  his  friend.  He  told  you  over  and  over 
again  that  I  was  in  that  joint  session  as  a  pro- 
slavery  man,  and  yet  all  the  records  of  that  lime 
(1855-56)  show  that  while  these  elections  were 
going  on  tliere  was  no  such  issue  in  the  State  of 
Missouri  as  pro-slavery  or  anti-slavery. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  My  friend  will 
not  deny,  1  presume,  that  he  voted  for  Alexander 
W.  Doniphan  for  United  States  Senator  some 
forty  times,  and  I  presume  will  not  deny  that  he 
was  a  pro-slavery  man  .■' 

Mr.  BLOW.  Yes,  sir,  I  did  vote  for  Alexander 
W.  Doniphan  forty  times,  and  against  D.  R.  At- 
chison as  many  times,  and  so  did  every  other 
member  of  the  American  party  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  And  was  not  Mr. 
Doniphan  a  pro-slavery  man.'' 

Mr.  BLOW.  The  views  on  this  subject  were 
not  considered.  So  far  as  that  issue  was  con- 
cerned, the  gentleman  knows  very  well  such  a 
thing  as  pro-slavery  or  anti-slavery  was  never 
mentioned  in  that  contest.  The  gentleman  knows 
that,  as  a  member  of  the  American  party,  which 
he  now  slurs  and  I  am  not  ashamed  of  having 
belonged  to.  No,  sir,  1  am  not  ashamed  to  own 
that  1  was  an  American.  And  I  am  proud  at  least 
of  that  love  of  country  which  distinguished  it,  and 
which,  cherished  throughout  t lie  land,  would  have 
saved  this  country  from  secession. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  Let  me  ask  my 
colleague  whether  that  was  not  an  issue  in  the  con- 
test between  Claiborne  F.  Jackson  and  Thomas  H. 
Benton;  orrather whetherthe  waragainst Thomas 
H.  Benton  was  not  on  account  of  his  supposed 
Freesoil  views } 

Mr.  BLOW.  I  repeat  here,  and  the  gentleman 
will  not  deny,  llinl  lite  .American  party  to  whicli  lie 
and  I  belonged  was  neither  an  anti-slavery  nor  a 
pro-slavery  party;  that  the  non-ngitalinn  of  slavery 
U'as  one  of  the  strong  posilions  triiich  they  endeavored 
1.0  maintain.  JViU  the  gentleman  deny  that '/  fVilllie 
attempt  in  support  oj  his  friend  to  place  himself  in 
a  position  in  which  all  the  records  of  the  history  of 
the  limes  to  which  he  alludes  will  confront  him  '.> 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  1  will  not  do  the 
gentleman  injustice.  I  certainly  have  no  desire 
to  do  that.  But  I  must  repeat  that  in  the  guber- 
natorial contest  to  which  I  have  alluded  the  war 
againstThomasH.  Benton  was  solely  on  account 
of  his  Freesoil  views,  and  in  1855,  I  think  it  was, 
he  was  renominated  asSenator,and  asmembcrof 
Congress  at  the  same  time,  as  a  Freesoil  candi- 
date. So  lar  as  1  recollect  that  was  ninio.st  tho 
only  issue  in  that  election,  and  Colonel  Benton, 
the  stern  old  Senator,  who  had  served  the  Slate 
for  thirty  successive  years,  was  finally  over- 
thrown by  the  extreme  pro-slavery  politicians, 
headed  by  Claiborne  F.  Jackson,  tlie  late  trefi- 
sonable  Governor  of  our  Slate. 

Mr.  BLOW.  The  gentleman  is  very  anxious 
to  succor  his  friend,  but  lie  cannot  sustain  the  po- 
sition he  assunvcs.     I  state  that  I  was  a  member 
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of  that  American  party, «  sworn  member — so 
was  he — and  he  knows  and  will  not  deny  that  the 
prominent  feature  ingrafted  in  the  platform  of 
that  party  was  the  non-agitation  of  the  slavery 
question.'  The  gentleman  knows  that  I  took  no 
position  one  way  or  the  other.  Neither  did  he. 
He  neither  announced  himself  as  a  pro-slavery 
man  nor  an  anti-slavery  man  at  that  time.  If  he 
did  he  violated  the  obligation  he  took  as  a  mem- 
ber of  that  party,  to  which  he  and  I  belonged. 
This  thing  does  not  trouble  me  at  all.  Nor  am 
1  responsible  for  his  sliortcomings. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman's  time  has 
expired. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  1  will  not 
object  to  the  gentleman  going  on  if  he  will  tell  us 
what  that  obligation  was. 

Mr.  BLOW.  L  have  stated  it  as  distinctly  as  I 
can.  I  am  sorry  that  my  frWnd  had  to  resort  to  the 
secretdoingsof  our  old  party  to  justify  his  friend. 

Mr.  Chairman,  by  their  own  account  the  two 
gentlemen  have  been  for  years  playing  together 
on  a  harp  of  a  thousand  strings.  [Laughter.]  I 
assert  that  to-day  their  political  position  is  in  ac- 
cord with  their  whole  lives,  with  the  exception  of 
the  honorable  party  alluded  to,  in  regard  to  my 
colleague  from  the  first  district. 

So  far  as  connected  with  his  early  struggles  for 
Freesoilism  I  have  this  to  say  in  reply  to  my  cen- 
sorious friend,  that  I  made,  and  he  heard  me,  the 
second  Freesoil  speech  after  ourparty  had  given  up 
the  American  idea,  and  we  were  called  Frccsoilers. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  want  to  meddle 
with  the  gentleman's  reputation,  [Mr.  Rollins,] 
but  it  is  an  extraordinary  spectacle  ]ircsented  here 
when  he  says  that  he  was  a  Frcesoiler  at  the  same 
time  that  he  voted  forty-four  times  for  Doniphan, 
who  was  the  pro-slavery  candidate. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  One  word.  I 
thought  1  had  explained  that,  i  was  carrying  out 
the  wishes  of  my  constituents.  I  said  tliat  i  rep- 
resented the  strongest  pro-slavery  district  in  Mis- 
souri; that  Doniphan  was  their  favorite,  and  that 
in  accordance  with  their  wishes  I  voted  for  him. 
My  friend  from  St.  Louis  [Mr.  Blow]  repre- 
sented a  large  majority  opposed  to  Colonel  Doni- 
phan, yet  he  was  so  anxious  to  defeat  Colonel 
Benton,  the  Freesoiler,  that  he  violated  the  wishes 
of  his  constituents  to  do  it!   Thatis  the  difference  ! 

Mr.  BLOW.  The  gentleman  is  welcome  to 
the  benefit  of  his  explanation.  While  he  thought 
one  way,  he  voted  another.  1  have  nothing  to 
do  with  him  or  his  opinions.  I  have  not  attacked 
them.     I  care  nothing  about  them. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  Do  you  believe 
in  a  Representative  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents,  or  not.'' 

Mr.  BLOW.  As  a  faithful  Representative  I 
intend  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  my  constituents. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  Then  the  gen- 
tleman cannot  object  to  mc  for  having  done  so. 

Mr.  BLOW.  As  regards  my  friend,  his  record 
will  sustain  him  or  not.  It  is  well  known  and  un- 
derstood in  Missouri.  I  have  no  time  to  go  into 
an  explanation  of  it.  1  have  expended  too  much 
time  on  the  gontleman  already.  I  desired  to  put 
myself  right,  and  have  done  so. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  I  will  be  very 
happy  to  aid  the  gcntlcnaan  in  getting  right. 
[Laughter.]  I  am  doing  that  now.  Even  in 
these  revolutionary  times  I  want  him  not  to  travel 
quite  so  fast. 

Mr.  BLOW.  These  poor,  miserable  slanders 
have  been  raked  up  on  every  occasion.  They 
are  dragged  before  the  public  whenever  it  is  pos- 
sible to  do  so,  to  be  made  the  matter  of  discus- 
sion. Yet  from  the  Missouri  Republican  and  his 
own  organ,  and  from  the  columns  of  the  Demo- 
crat, which  he  edited,  I  believe,  at  the  time  him- 
self, I  pin  upon  him  the  fact  that  they  will  show 
that  these  slanders  were  false  from  beginning  to 
end.  If  gentlemen  had  proper  regard  for  their 
reputation  and  honor  they  would  not  permit 
these  facts  to  be  fastened  uiion  them  without  an 
effort  at  reply.  Tin  y  are  easily  obtained  )iow 
by  any  gentleman  who  wants  to  know  the  rela- 
tive merits  of  these  two  gentlemen  and  myself. 
The  gentlemen  must  be  aware  of  the  facts  and  of 
the  record.  My  colleague  mustat  least  recollect 
that  in  1858,  when  he  went  before  his  first  Free- 
soil  convention  in  Missouri,  we  were  nominated 
at  the  same  convention  and  upon  the  sameticket — 
he  for  Congress,  while  I  was  nominated  for  the 
State  Senate  again.     And,  sir,  there  is  this  thing 


about  me,  that  while  I  will  never  deny  to  another 
the  merit  and  the  honor  that  is  due  him,  I  will 
defend  myself  to  the  last,  even  though  it  may  be 
at  the  expense  of  his  reputation  for  honor,  as  it 
certainly  will  be  when  the  facts  are  brought  be- 
fore the  public. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  I  renew  the 
amendment.  You, Mr.  Chairman,  will  bearwil- 
ness  to  the  manner  in  which  I  was  drawn  into 
this  discussion.  I  have  no  taste  for  this  sort  of 
controversy,  but  I  must  be  indulged  in  a  single 
word  in  reply  to  my  colleague  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat.  I  have  stated,  so  far  as  I  have  been  called 
upon,  general  facts,  without  going  into  the  indi- 
vidual political  history  of  these  gentlemen.  I  did 
not  propose  to  do  that,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  do 
it  now. 

I  have  no  doubt  my  colleague  [Mr.  Blow]  is 
a  very  honorable  man,  but  I  thinic  he  has  got 
rather  the  worse  of  the  argument  in  this  collision 
he  has  got  into  with  my  excellent  friend  on  my 
left,  [Mr.  Blair,]  and  hence  has  shown  a  good 
deal  jj3ore  temper  than  either  good  taste  or  his 
better  judgment  will  sanction.  I  confess,  sir,  I 
shuddered  for  my  own  reputation  when  assailed 
with  such  vigor  and  eloquence  as  my  colleague 
manifested  just  before  he  took  his  seat.  It  has 
been  a  terrible  Blow  to  me,  [laughter,]  and  I  do 
not  know  that  I  shall  be  able  to  survive  it.  But  I 
must  rely  upon  thegenerosity  of  my  constituents, 
a  generosity  which  I  can  attest  for  at  least  twen- 
ty-five years.  I  can  rely  upon  the  liberality  of 
feeling  with  which  they  have  viewed  my  humble 
acts  in  private  and  public  life,  and  for  which  I 
shall  be  ever  grateful.  I  represent,  sir,  a  very 
kind  constituency.  I  think  I  may  with  them  at 
least  survive  the  blow  I  have  received  this  after- 
noon. But  I  protest  that  I  had  no  intention  to 
do  that  gentleman  injustice. 

I  have  mentioned  the  political  organization  to 
which  he  belonged,  and  with  which  he  acted  in 
the  State  of  Missouri.  I  have  named  the  men 
for  whom  he  voted,  and  the  political  position  of 
those  men.  And  I  have  done  the  same  thing  for 
my  frietid  upon  my  left,  [Mr.  Blair.]  It  is  true 
that  I  have  at  times  sympathized  with  my  friend 
on  my  left, and  at  times  have  been  opposed  to 
him  politically.  Itis  true,  as  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Blow]  rather  intimated,  that  I  associated  with 
my  other  colleague,  [Mr.  Blair.]  I  am  proud 
of  that  association  to-day.  He  is  working  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  country,  as  I  believe; 
and  so  am  I.  He  is  supporting  the  Go.vernn:Wnt 
to-day,  and  is  using  his  best  efforts  to  preserve 
this  noble  and  beautiful  fabric  of  Government 
which  traitors  are  attempting  to  destroy — traitors 
who  are  in  fact  receiving  indirect  aid  at  the  hands 
of  men  who  are  professing  great  loyalty  in  their 
hearts;  men  vi'ho  by  their  extreme  policies  are 
strengthening  the  rebellion,  and  who,  if  they 
succeed,  will  finally  destroy  the  Government.  I 
accept  as  a  compliment  rather  than  a  sneer,  as 
it  was  intended,  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  that 
I  am  associated  with  my  friend  here  to-day,  who 
is  actuated  by  a  pure,  holy,  and  patriotic  motive 
with  a  view  to  overthrow  this  rebellion  against 
the  Governracntof  the  United  States;  with  a  view 
to  the  salvation  of  the  Union;  with  a  view  by 
prudent  and  wise  measures  to  bring  back  the 
wandering  children  of  the  Republic  to  their  duty 
and  to  the  obligations  which  they  owe  to  our 
common  country.  If  that  is  wrong,  if  that  is  in- 
discretion, I  plead  guilty  to  it.  1  am  for  the 
country,  for  the  preservation  of  this  Union  and 
the  Constitution,  and  1  believe  my  friend  is  also 
for  the  same  thing;  and  hence  I  am  willing  to 
cooperate  with  him,  and  with  all  good  men  who 
aim  at  the  same  high  and  noble  and  holy  and 
patriotic  objects. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  THAYER.     1  move  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Ashley  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
had,  according  to  ortler,  had  the  Union  generally 
nnderci)nsideratuin,and  especially  Senate  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  (PL  II.  No.  156)  making  appro- 
priations to  sup|ily  deficiencies  in  the  ap|)ropria- 
tions  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1864,  and 
had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  that  all  debate  upon 
the  section  now  under  cunsideration  in  commit- 


tee be  closed  in  one  minute  after  the  committee 
again  resume  consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  O'NEILL, of  Ohio.  I  askleave  of  absence 
for  ray  colleague,  Mr.  Finck,  for  two  or  three 
weeks.  The  sad  death  of  his  father  is  the  founda- 
tion of  the  request. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  am  paired  off  with  Mr. 
Finck,  and  I  ask  leave  of  absence  on  account  of 
sickness  in  my  family. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MORRILL,  (at 
forty-five  minutes  past  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the 
House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  JUarch  8,  1864. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK  presented  the'  memorial  of 
a  committee  on  behalf  of  the  New  Jersey  State 
banks,  appointed  by  a  convention  of  State  bank 
officers  hold  in  the  city  of  Trenton  on  the  14th  of 
January,  1864,  praying  that  the  tiix  levied  on  the 
business  of  banking  may  be  reduced  to  one  quar- 
ter per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  average  amount  of 
circulation  and  deposits,  thereby  equalizing  the 
same  with  other  business  interests  of  the  country; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Ocean 
county.  New  Jersey,  praying  for  an  increase  of 
the  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails, 
passengers,  and  freight  between  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afl^iirs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  resolutionsof  the  Le- 
gislature of  Iowa,  recommending  that  discharged 
soldiers  who  have  been  disabled  by  wounds  or 
disease  in  the  service  of  their  country  should  have 
the  preference  in  being  employed  in  all  positions 
within  the  gift  of  the  Federal  Government;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Iowa,  in  favor  of  paying  soldiers  and  sea- 
men of  African  descent  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  same  pay  as  is  given  to  other  sol- 
diers and  seamen  of  the  same  grade,  and  that  they 
receive  the  same  protection  that  other  soldiers  and 
seamen  are  entitled  to  under  the  Articles  of  War; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Cali- 
fornia, praying  for  the  repeal  of  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  grant  the  right  of  preemption  to  cer- 
tain purchasers  on  the  Soscol  Ranch,  in  the  State 
of  California,"  approved  March  3,1863;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COWAN  presented  the  petition  of  John 
B.  Myers  &  Co.  and  others,  merchants  of  Phila- 
delphia and  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  taxing  the  circulation  of  all 
banks  chartered  by  State  Legislatures,  to  such 
an  extent  as  will  compel  them  to  call  in  all  their 
issue,  so  that  the  country  shall  have  nothing  but 
national  legal-tendercurrency;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  a  memorial  of  col- 
lectors of  the  customs  of  the  several  collection  dis- 
tricts on  the  northern,  northeastern,  and  north- 
western frontier,  praying  that  they  may  be  allowed 
the  same  fees  and  percentages  that  are  allowed 
to  collectors  of  customs  on  the  sea-board;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

He  also  presented  four  memorials  of  citizens  of 
New  York,  praying  for  an  increase  in  the  facili- 
ties for  the  transportation  of  mails,  passengers, 
and  freight  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  pri'sentcd  a  petition  of  citizens 
and  soldiers  of  the  United  States,  jiraying  that 
the  Constitution  may  be  so  amended  as  to  recog- 
nize the  obligations  of  the  Christian  religion  and 
to  prevent  slavery;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

lllcrOIlTS  l<"ltOM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  MORRILL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Districtof  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  n  bill 
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(S.  No.  138)  to  regulate  proceedinjjs  in  cases  be- 
tween Uuidlord  and  tenant  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, roporied  it  widi  an  amendment. 

Mr.  WILLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Cofunibia,  to  whom  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  155)  to  incorporate 
the  Union  Gas-Lighl  Company  of  the  District  of 
Columbia;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond rending;. 

Mr.  DIXON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
(S.  No.  114)  to  amend  section  five  ofan  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  continue,  alter,  and  amend  the 
charter  of  the  city  of  Washington,"  approved 
May  17,1848,  and  further  to  pre.servc  the  purity 
of  elections  and  guard  against  the  abuse  of  the 
elective  fianchise,  by  a  registration  of  electors  for 
the  city  of  Washington  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, reported  it,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CARLILE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No. 
109)  to  expedite  the  settlement  of  titles  to  lands 
in  the  Slate  of  California,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  were  referred  papers 
relating  to  quieting  titles  in  the  late  disputed  ter- 
ritory m  Maine,  under  the  fourtii  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  submitted  a  report  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  (S.  No.  156)  to  carry  into  effect 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington, 
concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  on  the  9ih  of  August,  1842.  The  bill  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
154)  to  provide  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
quartermaster's  department;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

JiKANCII  PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Rcsolfcd,  That  llic  Coinmittoe  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  be 
insirucleil  lo  iiK|iiire  into  the  expediency  of  furnishing  aid 
in  the  constiuetion  of  a  railroad  from  Fort  Loavenworlh  tn 
intersect  the  Pacific  road  at  Lawrence,  Kansas. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
signed  the  following  enrolled  bills;  and  they  were 
thereupon  signed  by  the  Vi';e  President: 

A  bill  (II.  R.  No.  42)  lo  enable  guardians  and 
committees  of  lunatics  appointed  in  the  several 
States  to  act  within  the  District  of  Columbia; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  15)  to  incorporate  the  Wash- 
ington City  Savings  Bank; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  Vj)  for  the  relief  of  L.  F.  Cartee; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  .39)  to  authorize  the  enrollment 
and  license  of  the  steam-tugs  B.  F.  Davidson  and 
W.  K.  Muir; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  81)  to  apportion  the  expenses  of 
the  levy  court  of  the  county  of  Washington  upon 
the  ba.sis  of  population;  and 

A  bill   (S.  No.  110)  for  the  relief  of  John  H. 
Shepherd  and  Walter  K.  Caldwell,  of  Missouri. 
DISTUrCT  BUSINESS. 

iMr.  GRIMES.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  set  apart 
soni(!  day — say  Tuesday  of  next  week — for  the 
consideration  of  business  that  relates  specially  to 
the  Disirii't  of  Columbia.  One  day,  it  will  be  re- 
nii-nibered,  has  already  been  devoted  lo  that  pur- 
po:;e,  but  wo  were  unable  to  dispose  of  the  busi- 
nes-i  then  be'for(!  the  committee,  two  or  three  long 
niul  iirijiortant  bills  still  i-cmainirig  over.  Since 
ih.u  lime  seveial  more  bills  of  a  good  deal  of  con- 
sc'iMiMice  have  been  reported,  three  of  them  this 
morning;  and  1  therefore  ask  that  that  order  be 
made. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Iowa  moves  that  Tuesday  next  be  specially  as- 
signed for  business  relating  to  tiic  District  of  Co- 
lunil)ia 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TAXATION  IN  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  There  is  a  small  bill  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 


a  very  short  one,  about  which  I  think  there  can 
be  r.o  controversy,  and  which  the  city  authorities 
are  very  anxious  should  be  passed  at  as  early  a 
day  as  possible.  I  therefore  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No. 
136,  to  amend  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  city  of  Washington,"  passed  May 
15, 1820. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill. 

It  proposes  to  amend  the  fii'St  paragraph  of  sec- 
tion eight  of  an  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  of  Washington,  passed  May  15, 
1820,  so  as  to  read  as  follows:  that  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
lay  taxes  on  particular  wards,  parts,  or  sections 
of  the  city,  for  their  particular  local  improve- 
ments, and  to  cause  the  curbstones  to  be  set,  the 
foot  and  carriage  ways  to  be  graded  and  paved, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  they  may  deem  best,  and 
the  necessary  sewerage  and  drainage  facilities  to 
be  introduced  under  and  upon  the  whole  or  any 
portion  of  any  avenue,  street,  or  alley,  and  also 
to  cause  lamps  to  be  erected  therein,  and  to  light 
the  same,  and  to  pay  the  cost  thereof  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  ward  in  which  such  improvement 
sliall  be  made;  this  provision  not  to  be  construed 
as  repealing,  but  being  intended  as  auxiliary  to, 
the  power  they  already  possess  to  make  local  im- 
provements on  the  application  of  the  owners  of 
property  benefited  thereby. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  the  following  as  a  new  section: 

Sec.  2.  Jlml  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  streets,  avenues,  or  alleys  of  the  said  cily  pass 
through  or  by  any  of  ihe  property  of  the  United  States,  the 
Coinniissioner  of  Public  Buildinirs  shall  pay  to  the  duly 
authorized  officers  of  the  eorporation  the  jnst  proportion  of 
the  expense  incurred  in  improving  such  avenue,  street,  or 
alley  which  the  said  property  bears  to  the  whole  cost  Ihere- 
of,  lo  be  ascertained  in  Ihc  same  manner  as  the  same  is 
apportioned  among  the  individual  proprietors  of  the  prop- 
erty improved  thereby. 

The  purpose  of  the  amendment  .is  this:  that 
where  the  city  government  improves  a  street  on 
which  the  General  Government  owns  a  square  or 
piece  of  ground  abutting  upon  it,  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment shall  pay  its  fair  proportion  of  the  ex- 
pense of  grading  or  paving  that  street,  the  same 
as  individuals  would  if  they  were  the  owners  of 
it  in  place  of  the  General  Government.  It  seems 
to  me  it  is  proper  that  it  should  be  done. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
'The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.     The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

COTTON  SPECULATIONS  BY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  move  to  take  up  a  resolu- 
tion I  introduced  the  other  day  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  report 
and  evidence  accompanying  it  made  by  a  com- 
mission of  which  General  McDowell  was  the 
head,  to  investigate  cotton  transactions  in  the 
armies  of  ihc  West  and  South. 
-  The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Thefollowingres- 
olution  is  now  before  theSenate.     It  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

Resolicil,  ThaliheSfcrctary  of  War  be  directed  to  trans- 
mit to  the  .Senate  the  report  and  evidence  taken  by  the  mil- 
itary eonnnis^ion,  at  the  head  ofwiiich  was  Major  General 
Irwin  iVIcDowell,  appointed  to  investigate  the  conduct  of 
officers  of  the  Army,  and  others  engaged  in  the  military 
service,  in  cotton  er  oilier  speculations. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  I  do  notthink 
the  Senate  ought  to  order  those  papers  lo  be  sent 
here  or  publisii  them.  If  it  were  a  report  of  a 
court-martial,  where  both  sides  could  be  heard,  I 
certainly  should  notobject  to  calling  for  the  papers 
or  publishing  them  in  any  case  whatever.  But 
this  was  simply  a  commission  sent  out  to  make 
investigations  and  report  for  the  information  of 
the  Government,  i  do  not  think  such  papers 
should  be  called  for  or  published  by  the  Senate. 
It  is  hearing  one  side  of  a  question,  not  the  wliole 
as  in  a  court-martial,  where  the  accused  is  heard 
and  where  the  facts  are  all  disclosed.  The  in- 
formation obtained  was  for  the  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  guide  them  in  prosecuting  officers 
who  have  violated  their  duties;  and  1  think  all 
such  papers  ou^lit  to  be  carefully  keju  l)y  the 
Government,  because  they  may  do  the  grossest 
injustice  to  men  who  have  Imil  no  hearing,  and 
they  ought  to  be  regarded  in  the  nature  of  rumors 


against  officers  that  nTay  be  made  the  basis  upon 
which  the  Government  may  institute  proceed- 
ings. When  they  have  done  that,  when  a  man 
has  been  charged,  when  he  has  been  court-mar- 
tialed, when  he  has  had  a  hearing,  let  those  facts 
be  disclosed;  but  I  think  this  resolution  ought  not 
to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Do  I  understand  that  this  res- 
olution is  now  before  the  Senate? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     It  is  in  its  order. 

Mr.  GRIMES  I  propose  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution.  I  move  to  amend  it  in  the  first 
line  by  striking  out  tjje  words  "  the  Secretary  of 
War  be  directed"  and  inserting  the  words  "  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  requested,"  and 
by  adding  to  the  resolution  the  following: 

"And  that  the  President  be  requested  to  accompany  said 
report  and  testimony  wivkany  and  all  testimony  in  his  pos- 
session or  in  the  War  Department  tending  lo  elucidate  the 
transactions  embraced  or  referred  to  in  said  report ;"  so  that 
if  amended  it  will  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested lo  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  report  and  evidence 
taken  before  the  military  commission,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  Major  General  Irwin  McDowell, appointed  lo  iiivestl- 
gatc  the  conduct  of  officers  of  the  Army,  and  others  engaged 
in  the  military  service,  in  cotton  or  other  speculations  ;  and 
that  the  President  be  requested  lo  accompany  said  report 
and  testimony  with  any  and  all  testimony  in  his  possession 
or  in  the  War  Department  tending  to  elucidate  the  transac- 
tions embraced  or  referred  to  in  said  report. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  not  very  familiar  with  the 
laws  of  courts-martial  or  with  the  Army  regula- 
tions; but  I  understand  from  gentlemen  who  are  • 
familiar  with  the  subject,  that  this  whole  proceed- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  War  Department  and  on  the 
part  of  General  McDowell  was  an  express  viola- 
tion of  the  Articles  of  War.  I  have  been  referred, 
I  think,  to  articles  ninety  and  ninety-one,  which 
expressly  declare  that  no  superior  officer  shall  cre- 
ate a  commission  similar  to  this  that  was  created , 
at  the  head  of  which  was  General  McDowell;  but 
that  in  every  case  of  that  kind  the  designation 
shall  be  made  and  the  commission  created  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  by  him  alone. 
I  am  informed  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  any 
such  commission  had  been  appointed.  But  let  that 
be  as  it  may,  it  was  an  entirely  ex  parte  inquiry. 
A  commission  of  general  officers  was  appointed 
to  traverse  the  country  and  fish  up  testimony 
against  such  persons  as  they  saw  fit  to  arraign 
and  to  investigate  the  conduct  of. 

Among  others  who  were  arraigned  before  this 
court  without  his  knowledge,  without  his  pres- 
ence, without  having  an  opportunity  to  vindicate 
himself,  was  a  gentleman  from  my  State,  General 
Curl  is.  I  am  told  that  in  the  report  that  was  sub- 
mitted there  is  some  ex  parte  testimony,  which, 
standingby  itself  and  unexplained,  does  implicate 
General  Curtis.  But  I  am  informed  by  gentle- 
men who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  investigate  the 
subject,  that  every  particle  of  that  testimony  in 
relation  to  General  Curtis  has  been  disproved  by 
testimony  furnished  by  him  and  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  or  in 
the  War  Department.  So  satisfactory  was  the 
exculpation  of  General  Curtis,  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  at  once  pronounced  that  he 
was  entirely  exonerated  from  all  blame  and  from 
all  censure,  and  he  sent  him  to  a  command. 

Now,  sir,  the  purpose  of  the  amendment  that 
I  offer  is  that  if  this  resolution  passes  at  all  the 
testimony  called  for  when  sent  in  to  us  shall  be 
accompanied  by  this  other  testimony,  which  wa« 
also  taken  under  the  sanction  of  an  oaih,  and 
which  is  also  the  testimony  of  some  of  the  very 
witnesses  who  swore  against  General  Curtis  be- 
fore this  commission,  so  that  the  world  shall  have 
an  opportunity  to  judge  somewhat  in  regard  to 
both  sides  of  the  case. 

Mr. POWELL.  Allow  me  to  ask  the  Senator 
if  he  has  seen  the  testimony. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  have  not  seen  the  testimony, 
but  my  colleague  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
who  represents  the  district  in  which  I  live  and  in 
which  General  Curtis  lives — Mr.  Wilson — has 
seen  it,  and  has  told  me  all  about  it. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Did  lie  see  it  at  the  War 
Office .' 

Mr.  GRIMES.  He  saw  it  at  the  President's, 
who  told  him  all  about  it,  and  he  assured  me  that 
it  was  an  entire  exculpation  of  General  Curtis, 
and  the  President  so  declared  it  to  be.  I  do  not 
want  an  ex  parte  statement  or  ex  parte  testimony 
lo  go  to  the  world  lo  the  detriment  of  a  citizen 
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from  my  State  when  the  record  in  the  same  De- 
partment entirely  exonerates  him. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  should  like  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Iowa,  by  inserting  the  words  "  if  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President  the  evidence  can  be  furnished 
not  incompatible  with  the  best  interests  of  the  ser- 
vice."   That  is  the  usual  form. 

I  desire  to  say,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  said 
by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  that  so  far  as  Major 
General  Curtis  is  concerned,  he  is  anxious,  and 
his  friends  are  anxious,  that  the  testimony  should 
go  to  the  world  with  the  counter  testimony  he  has 
since  furnished. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator's 
amendment  is  in  order.  The  Senator  from  Kan- 
sas proposes  to  amend  the  amendmentby  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "requested"  the  words  "if 
not  in  his  opinion  inconsistent  with  the  public 
interests." 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  did  not  expect  that  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution  would  meet  with  the  re- 
sistance that  it  has  met  with .  So  far  as  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa  is  con-, 
cerned,  I  must  say  that  I  think  it  is  pro.per,  ancT 
to  that  I  have  no  objection.  I  do  not  wish  in  any 
way  to  injure  the  reputation  of  any  citizen  or  any 
officer  of  this  Government,  either  in  the  military 
or  the  civil  service,  and  if  testimony  is  asked  for 
the  tendency  of  which  is  to  injure  his  reputation 
in  any  way  whatever,  if  there  should  be  in  the 
same  department  counter  testimony,  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  it  should  be  made  known  to  the 
public.  1  will  therefore  accept  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa;  at  least  that 
part  of  it  which  asks  that  the  testimony  taken  to 
exonerate  General  Curtis  be  also  sent  in. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  however, 
seems  to  object  to  this  testimony  being  brought 
before  the  Senate.  He  says  it  is  testimony  taken 
by  the  Government,  and  it  should  be  kept  by  the 
Government  for  their  own  inspection  to  regulate 
and  govern  their  action.  Sir,  I  had  supposed  that 
the  Senate  was  a  part  of  this  Government.  I  am 
still  of  that  opinion,  notwithstanding  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  would  indicate 
that  he  held  otherwise.  Wc,  as  a  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, have  a  right  to  have  this  testimony  laid 
before  us. 

The  reason  why  I  have  offered  this  resolution 
is  that  I  have  seen  it  stated  in  the  public  journals, 
I  have  heard  it  from  private  individuals — gentle- 
men whom  I  know  to  be  men  of  honor  and  ve- 
racity— that  there  had  been  outrageous  frauds  in 
that  military  department.  I  have  heard  it  inti- 
mated and  stated  over  and  over  again  that  the  evi- 
dence accompanying  the  report  of  General  Mc- 
Dowell would  show  that  fact  beyond  doubt.  Believ- 
ing that  it  would  doit,  from  the  intelligence  1  had,  I 
though  t  it  eminently  proper  that  the  Senate  should 
have  that  testimony  brought  before  them,  and 
have  it  published.  We,  as  a  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, have  a  right  to  it.  If  that  testimony  proves 
that, the  officers  of  this  Government  have  been 
acting  fraudulently  or  corruptly,  it  ought  to  be 
known.  If  there  is  testimony  there  to  exculpate 
them,  common  fairness  and  justice  would  demand 
that  that  also  should  accompany  it,  and  to  that  I 
have  no  objection. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  said  it  had  not 
been  usual  to  publish  such  testimony  taken  be- 
fore such  commissions.  Allow  me  to  tell  tliat 
honorable  Senator  that  he  was  greatly  mistaken 
when  he  made  that  assertion.  1  remember  that 
we  did  publish  testimony  taken  before  more  than 
one  commission  sent  out  from  that  department. 
The  report  of  the  commission  composed  of  Mr. 
Holt,  Judge  Davis,  and  a  Mr.  Campbell,  I  be- 
lieve, to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  department 
of  General  Fremont  in  St.  Louis,  was  published. 
The  report  of  a  commission,  of  which  Mr.  Holt 
and  Mr.  Robert  Dale  Owen  were  at  the  head,  to 
investigate  ordnance  and  gun  contracts,  sent  out 
from  the  War  Department,  was  published  by  or- 
der of  this  Senate.  It  has  been  common  to  pub- 
lish such  reports.  We  have  a  right  to  know  what 
testimony  this  commission  collected.  Such  was 
the  effect  of  the  commission  of  which  General 
McDowell  was  the  head,  and  that  of  which  Holt 
and  Davis  formed  a  part,  that  General  Fremont 
and  General  Curtis  were  both  suspended  for  some 
time  from  their  commands.  I  am  not  in  favor  of 
keeping  such  testimony  back.  Let  the  country 
know  it. 


The  Senator  from  Iowa  tells  us  that  this  was  a 
commission  of  which  the  President  had  no  knowl- 
edge; that  it  was  organized  by  the  War  office 
without  his  knowledge  or  consent.  That  may  be 
so;  for  I  think  the  Secretary  of  War  does  things 
very  much  as  he  pleases,  without  regard  to  the  de- 
sire of  the  President  or  to  the  laws  and  Constitu- 
tion of  his  country.  But,  sir,  it  is  humiliating 
that  such  excuses  should  be  given  by  Senators 
for  the  Executive.  The  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  allows  such  things withouthisknowl- 
edge,  and  permits  officials  thus  to  transgress  the 
rules  of  propriety  of  one  of  the  Departments  of 
this  Government,  does  not  deserve  the  commis- 
eration of  anybody.  The  President  should  in- 
stantly dismiss  such  officers  from  his  service. 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  Senator  tells  us  that  his 
colleague  in  the  other  House  has  examined  these 
papers,  and  that  they  exculpate  General  Curtis. 
I  hope  they  do.  It  would  be  a  pleasant  thing  for 
me  to  find  that  every  official  of  the  Government 
whose  reputation  had  been  assaulted  was  fully 
vindicated  and  justified.  But,  sir,  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility for  me  ever  to  get  to  look  into  those  doc- 
uments; for  I  went  to  that  War  office  on  one  oc- 
casion for  the  purpose  of  examining  a  report  on 
file  there  to  perfect  a  bill  that  was  pending  before 
this  Senate  that  I  had  introduced  to  prevent  frauds 
upon  the  War  Department,  and  I  was  flatly  re- 
fused by  Mr.  Stanton  the  privilege  of  reading  the 
report  in  his  office.  I  suppose  he  allows  those 
who  are  in  political  amity  with  him  to  examine 
those  records.  He  refused  me  that  privilege.  I 
thought  it  was  un  unpardonable  rudeness  to  me, 
and  since  then  I  have  not  put  my  foot  across  the 
threshold  of  the  room  in  which  that  officer  sits  in 
the  War  office. 

Sir,  I  hope  this  resolution  will  pass,  and  I  hope 
that  I  and  other  Senators  may  have  the  privileges 
accorded  to  Republican  members  of  Congress,  of 
examining  papers  on  file  in  that  War  office,  or 
have  the  privilege  of  seeing  them  at  least.  I,  for 
one,  have  been  denied  examinations  there.  If  I 
had  been  permitted  heretofore  to  examine  these 
records  in  that  office  1  would  have  gone  there.  I 
would  have  read  over  this  testimony  myself,  and 
I  would  not  have  troubled  the  Senate  vi^ith  a  res- 
olution asking  it  to  be  published  unless  I  thought 
the  public  service  imperiously  demanded  it.  I 
accept  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Iowa.  I  think  that  additional  testimony 
should  be  published  along  with  the  testimony  re- 
ported by  General  McDowell.  I  have  no  special 
objection  to  the  resolution  being  directed  to  the 
President  instead  of  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  for 
the  Secretary  of  War  now  stands  in  contempt  of 
resolutions  passed  by  this  body.  I  hope  the  Pres- 
ident will  not  be  so  imperious,  but  will  give  us 
the  testimony  upon  request.  I  desire  that  the 
resolution,  as  it  is  modified,  may  be  adopted  by 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  Mr.  President,  I  un- 
derstand the  history  of  this  board  of  inquiry  to 
be  that  neitherthe  President  of  the  United  States 
nor  the  Secretary  of  War  had  any  knowledge  of 
it,  and  that  it  originated  with  the  commander-in- 
chief.  I  have  no  answer  to  make  to  the  assaults 
of  the  Senatorfrom  Kentucky  upon  the  Secretary 
of  War  or  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
except  this,  that  if  I  were  the  President  of  the 
United  States  or  the  Secretary  of  War,  discharg- 
ing my  duty  patriotically  and  faithfully  to  my 
country,  I  would  consider  an  assault  from  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  as  the  highest  compli- 
ment that  could  be  paid  to  me. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  accepts  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  as  amodification  of  hisresolution;and 
the  question  now  recurs  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Kansas  as  a  distinct 
amendment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  cannot  allow  this  question 
to  pass  from  the  Senate  without  saying  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  a  gentleman  whose  name  has 
been  connected  with  it — Major  General  Curtis. 
During  a  long  and  intimate  friendship  with  Gen- 
eral Curtis,  dating  back  to  my  early  youth  and 
continued  through  years  of  public  service,  I  have 
formed  of  him  the  highest  opinion.  I  know  him 
to  be  a  man  pure,  upright,  honorable,  and  just. 

When  I  first  saw  that  Major  General  McDow- 
ell was  at  the  head  of  a  court  of  inquiry  to  inquire 
into  his  conduct,  and  that  the  newspapers  were 
publishing  charges  detrimental  to  the  reputation 


of  General  Curtis,  it  excited  my  attention.  I  read 
carefully  all  that  was  said  about  it,  made  diligent 
inquiry,  and  had  a  correspondence  with  General 
Curtis  on  the  subject.  General  Curtis  informed 
me,  when  it  waa  charged  in  the  newspapers  that 
he  was  engaged  in  speculating  in  cotton  and  had 
made  a  large  sum  of  money  in  that  way,  that  he 
had  never  bought  any  cotton,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, had  never  been  engaged  in  any  way  in  any 
such  speculations,  had  never  made  one  dollar  or 
one  cent  in  any  transaction  in  the  department  of 
the  South  on  any  kind  of  property  whatever,  and 
never  received  anything  during  the  time  he  was 
in  the  service  in  Arkansas  and  Missouri  except 
the  salary  given  him  by  law. 

I  noticed  shortly  afterwards  the  publication  in 
the  newspapers  of  ea: /)f(?ie  testimony;  among  the 
rest  a  statement  made  by  General  Steele,  if  1  re- 
member aright,  giving  hearsay  declarations  in 
which  General  Curtis's  name  was  involved.  The 
attention  of  General  Curtis  was  called  to  it.  The 
very  moment  he  ascertained  that  such  an  exam- 
ination had  been  had,  and  that  officers  had  been 
examined  without  his  knowledge  before  this  com- 
mission, he  took  steps  to  procure  testimony  in 
his  vindication  of  the  most  conclusive  character, 
to  be  sent  to  the  President. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  He  first  demanded  a  court  of 
inquiry. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes,  sir;  the  very  moment 
the  subject  was  called  to  his  attention  he  demanded 
a  court  of  inquiry  or  court-martial  or  some  mode 
ofinquiry  in  to  his  conduct,  insisting  that  he  should 
not  rest  under  these  imputations  without  having 
an  opportunity  to  answer  them.  He  was  replied 
to  that  there  were  no  accusations  against  him. 
A  court-martial  oracourtof  inquiry  was  refused, 
as  the  accusation  was  not  of  a  character  to  be 
submitted  to  a  court  of  inquiry.  He,  however, 
took  testimony  and  sent  it  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  so  entirely  satisfied  that  General  Cur- 
tis was  guiltless  of  this  matter  that  he  at  once  so 
declared,  and  openly  and  frankly  relieved  General 
Curtis  from  the  charge. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  stated  that  Geileral 
Curtis  was  relieved  from  his  command  on  account 
of  these  charges.  I  can  assure  the  Senator  that 
such  was  not  the  fact.  General  Curtis  was  re- 
lieved of  his  command  in  Missouri  because  he 
took  the  radical  side  in  Missouri. 

Mr.  POWELL.    I  stated  the  impression  I  had. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  very  glad  to  correct 
that  impression. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Of  course  I  stand  corrected 
if  the  Senator  knows  the  fact,  because  I  did  not. 
I  saw  it  stated  in  the  public  journals  that  that 
was  the  cause  of  his  removal. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  can  state  the  contrary 
from  the  highest  authority,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  told  me  himself  that  General 
Curtis  was  not  relieved  from  his  command  on 
account  of  these  accusations  about  cotton  specu- 
lations; that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it;  that 
they  had  been  entirely  and  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained. 

I  make  these  declarations  in  behalf  of  General 
Curtis,  who  is  not  only  a  pure  man,  but  is  a  sen- 
sitive man.  He  retired  fiom  the  public  service 
with  a  keen  sense  of  injury  done  to  hini  by  these 
accusations  which  he  was  not  allowed  to  meet. 
Fortunately,  he  has  been  able  to  repel  them  and 
outlive  them  in  public  sentiment,  and  has  been 
assigned  loan  important  command.  I  make  these 
declarations  because  I  happen  to  know  them  and 
because  I  feel  the  injustice  that  was  done  to  Gen- 
eral Curtis. 

It  appeared  also  in  the  testimony  that  the  per- 
son with  whom  it  was  said  he  was  interested  in 
buying  cotton  was  Mr.  Guthrie,  a  gentleman  who 
had  long  lived  at  Memphis.  Ho  had  been  en- 
gaged in  the  cotton  business,  and  was  carrying  on 
trade  in  cotton  by  a  permit  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Gen- 
eral Curtis  had  no  connection  with  him,  directly  or 
indirectly, exceptthe  fact  that  in  former  years  they 
had  been  acquainted  and  jierhaps  were  distantly 
connected  in  Ohio;  but  he  had  no  connection  wiili 
him,  directly  or  indirectly,  and  gave  him  no  aid  or 
cooperation  in  his  cotton  speculations,  and  never 
received  a  dollar  from  them. 

These  accusations  against  military  officers  are 
very  easily  made,  and  the  officers  themselves  are 
the  most  helpless  beings  in  the  world.    They  can- 
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not  come  out  in  tlie  i)ews|uipers  and  say  thuy  are 
not  engaged  in  these  fraudulent  and  dishonorable 
operations,  because  they  cannot  meet  accusa- 
tions in  that  way.  They  are  busy,  and  probably 
tlieir  attention  may  not  be  called  to  them.  They 
may  demand  a  court  of  inquiry,  but  the  Depart- 
ment reply  that  there  is  no  accusation  in  proper 
form  against  them  and  they  cannot  grant  a  court 
of  inquiry.  Thus  general  officers  of  the  highest 
standing  have  their  characters  assailed  for  impur- 
iiv,  fraud,  or  crime,  without  being  able  to  meet 
those  chaiges  by  a  manly,  open  trial.  That  was 
precisely  the  case  with  General  Curtis,  who  suf- 
fered for  a  long  time  in  the  public  opinion,  with- 
out any  fault.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  not  only 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  but  in  the  opinion 
of  the  whole  country,  GeneralCurtis  has  been  re- 
lieved from  tills  opprobrium;  and  these  papers  if 
called  for  from  the  President  will,  I  Jiave  no  doubt, 
relieve  him  from  all  blame. 

Air.  POWELL.  Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
very  much  (ileased  to  hear  the  statement  made  by 
the  Senator  from  Ohio.  1  liad  the  impression 
from  current  rumors  that  General  Curtis  was  re- 
lieved from  his  command  in  consequence  of  these 
speculations  to  which  i  have  alluded,  but  1  have 
no  doubt  the  Senator  from  Ohio  is  correct.  It  is 
not  my  purpose  to  debate  this  question.  I  hope 
that  the  resolution  may  pass,  and  that  these  papers 
may  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  and  that  they  may 
acquit  all  the  officers  of  the  Government,  if,  how- 
ever, they  do  not,  the  country  ought  to  know  it. 

Tiie  Senator  from  Kansas  has  told  the  Senate 
that  if  he  were  President  or  Secretary  of  War,  in 
the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  he  would  want 
no  higher  eulogy  than  my  censure.  Sir,  if  I 
thought  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  War 
were  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  they 
never  would  have  received  any  censure  from  me. 
Let  me  say  to  the  Senator  from  Kansas,  however, 
that  my  censures  or  denunciations,  as  he  calls 
them,  may  or  may  notdamage  those  high  officials; 
but  there  is  one  thing  of  which  I  am  very  certain: 
that  the  praises  of  the  Senator  will  be  very  dam- 
aging to  their  reputations. 

i\4r.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  made  the  remark 
that  I  uttered  respecting  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky for  the  reason  that  I  have  been  for  three 
years  a  member  of  this  body  with  him,  and  dur- 
ing that  entire  period  I  have  never  heard  one  word 
of  condemnation  from  his  lips  against  those  who 
are  engaged  in  this  rebellion,  while  day  after  day 
and  hour  by  hour  we  have  heard  denunciations 
from  him  against  our  own  faithfiil  officers.  What 
influence  either  my  denunciation  or  my  praise 
may  have  1  submit  to  the  country;  I  am  quite 
willing  that  they  shall  be  compared  with  those  of 
the  S(;nator  from  Kentucky,  among  the  loyal  peo- 
ple of  this  country  at  Kast. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  hope  the  honorable  member 
from  Massacluisetts  will  withdraw  his  objection 
to  the  ap[)lication  for  these  proceedings.  The 
public  have  been  advised  through  a  variety  of 
channels  that  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  service 
are  impeached  by  the  evidence,  or  what  purports 
to  be  the  evidence,  taken  before  this  commissicni. 
General  Curtis  is  not  the  only  person  who  has 
suffered  in  public  estimation.  It  gives  me  pleas- 
ure to  state,  if  anything  was  necessary  to  be  added 
to  what  fell  from  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  from  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  General  Curtis — not, 
to  be  .sure,  as  intimate  as  that  which  it  has  been 
his  good  fortune  to  enjoy — that  I  am  satisfied  a 
more  correct  and  honorable  man  ie  not  to  be  found 
in  the  country.  He  was  a  member  of  the  |ieace 
conference  of  which  I  was  a  mi'mber,  and  my 
i-elations  with  him  throughout  ihe  whole  of  the 
deliberations  of  that  body  were  close  and  inti- 
mate— I  think  sufficiently  so  to  give  me  an  o[){)or- 
tunity  to  decide  upon  his  character,  morally  and 
intellectually — and  the  estnnate  that  1  put  upon 
both  was  very  high.  As  far  as  1  am  conc(;rncd, 
these  rumors  which  have  been  spread  upon  the 
authority  of  this  comniission  have  not  had  the 
hlightest  effect  upon  my  mind;  but  a  great  many 
people  have  thought,  and  still  think,  whatever 
maybe  the  opinion  of  ilie  Presidi.-nt,  that  General 
Curtis  has  been  guilty  of  some  (n-ror  at  hast, 
■whether  designed  or  not  is  immaterial,  with  a  view 
to  personal  profit.  1  am  sutisOed  lliut  there  is  not 
the  slightest  ground  for  the  suspicion  in  point  of 
fuel. 

But  I  have  another  r<a8on  for  wishing  the  pro- 
ceedinga  of  this  cummisiiion  to  be  sent  to  ua.     1 


think  the  officers  who  are  charged  with  these 
investigations,  or  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the 
President,  if  they  have  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  manner  in  which  these  commissions  have  been 
executed,  should  be  told  by  the  Senate — that  may 
possibly  have  an  effect  upon  them  in  the  future — 
that  the  mode  in  which  evidence  has  been  taken 
upon  these  occasions  is  exceedingly  objectiona- 
ble, and  is  calculated  to  do  great  injustice  to  in- 
dividual citizens.  Nine  tenths  of  the  evidence 
that  they  take  would  not  be  received  in  a  court  of 
justice.  Nine  tenths  of  it  is  at  least  hearsay,  and 
the  other  tenth  is  altogether  iirelevant.  But  not- 
withstanding that,  the  effect  upon  the  public  mind 
is  very  often  to  blast  the  character  of  very  hon- 
orable men,  and,  to  thecxtent  in  which  individual 
character  when  blasted  can  affect  the  general  rep- 
utation of  the  country,  to  that  extent  the  general 
reputation  of  the  country  is  affected. 

1  think,  therefore,  if  we  had  the  proceedings  of 
this  commission  before  us,  if  the  evidence  has 
been  taken  in  that  way,  that  these  officers  who 
are  sent  on  this  particular  duty  would  find,  from 
the  exp.ression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, that  that  mode  of  conducting  these  investiga- 
tions is  not  only  not  praiseworthy,  but  exceed- 
ingly reprehensible.* 

Mr.  WILSON.  After  the  amendment  that  has 
been  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  I  shall 
not  resist  the  passage  of  this  resolution.  1  think, 
however,  as  a  general  rule,  that  we  ought  not  to 
call  for  these  reports  of  commissions  thataresent 
out  to  examine  into  alleged  abuses.  In  a  court- 
martial  the  accused  is  heard,  but  in  these  investi- 
gations a  man's  name  may  be  blasted,  and  the 
Senate  may  send  it  over  the  country,  when  in 
fact  the  man- is  innocent,  but  has  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard.  Abuses  are  charged  upon 
certain  officers.  We  have  in  the  service  about 
thirty  thousand  officers.  Representations  are  often 
made  at  the  War  Department  of  bad  conduct  on 
the  part  of  officers.  There  is  hardly  a  day  passes 
that  I  do  not  receive  letters  m  regard  to  the  con- 
duct of  certain  officers  or  other  persons  employed 
by  the  Government.  I  always  send  them  to  the 
War  Department,  and  they  take  such  action  as 
they  see  fit. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  great  many  investiga- 
tions have  been  made  and  are  being  made,  and 
sometimes  upon  these  representations  officers  are 
arrested  and  brought  before  courts-martial,  where 
all  the  facts  are  disclosed.  There  is  no  reason 
why  those  facts  shall  not  go  to  the  country.  But 
these  preliminary  examinations,  that  are  in  the 
very  nature  of  the  case  ex  parle,  ought  not,  with 
the  authority  of  the  Senate,  be  spread  over  the 
country,  perhaps  to  the  injury  of  the  persons 
against  whom  complaints  have  been  made,  and 
sometimes  there  must  be  great  injustice  done  if 
those  examinations  are  printed  and  sent  over  the 
country.  As  a  general  rule,  then,  I  am  opposed 
to  calling  for  and  sending  over  the  country  such 
statements,  because  they  must  do  great  in  justice  to 
men.  In  this  case  itis  said  that  General  Curtis  has 
presented  the  facts  in  his  case.  Whether  other 
persons  against  whom  some  evidence  was  taken 
before  this  commission  have  done  likewise,  I  do 
not  know;  but  with  this  amendment  I  shall  not 
oppose  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning  hour 
having  expired,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  call  up  the  special  order. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  hope  the  special  order  may 
be  passi  d  over  informally.  I  think  we  can  dis- 
pose of  this  resolution  in  a  minute. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  passed 
over  infdrnially,  if  tfiere  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  BllOVVN.  If  this  debate  is  going  to  con- 
tinue any  length  of  time,  I  shall  object. 

Mr.  WILSON  and  Mr.  GRIMES.  Let  it  go 
over  until  to-morrow  morning. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT."  Being  objected  to, 
it  pa.sses  over  until  lo-niorrow,  anil  tin;  sjiecial 
order  is  now  before  the  Sentate,  which  is  the  un- 
finished Inisiness  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  'riiere  was  a  special  order  for 
to-day,  on  which,  as  I  understood,  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  IIrown]  had  the  floor. 

The  VICE  PRESl  UENT.  That  is  so,  but  that 
has  been  su|)eisi'(li'd  by  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  which  t;ilii;s  prixedencc  of  the  spe- 
cial order. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     1  move  that  the  Senate  post- 


pone all  prior  orders,  and  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  special  order,  on  which  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  question 
is  on  postponing  Senate  bill  No.  145,  to  equalize 
the  pay  of  soldiers  in  the  United  States  Army, 
which  is  the  business  now  before  the  Senate,  un- 
til to-moi-row. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  that  bill  will  not  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow.  It  can  be  passed  over 
informally,  and  let  the  Senate  take  up  the  other 
special  order.  I  should  like  to  have  that  bill  acted 
on  to-day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  course  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  will 
be  pursued,  if  there  be  no  objection.  The  unfin- 
ished business  of  yesterday  will  be  passed  over 
informally,  and  the  Senate  will  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Senate  bill  No.  41. 

ENLISTMENTS  IN  TIIE  ARMY. 
The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No.  41) 
to  promote  enlistments  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
•States,  and  for  other  purposes,  the  pending  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Brown  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill, 
in  the  following  words: 

Pec.  3.  ^'Snd  be  it  further  cnactei! ,  Tliat  when  any  person 
of  AlVicaii  ilpscPMt  whose  service  or  labor  is  cl.iinied  in  any 
State  under  ttie  laws  tliereol"  shall  be  mustered  into  the 
iiiilitary  or  naval  service  of  tlie  United  States,  he,  liis 
inotlier,anil  liis  wife  and  cliildren, shall  forever  thereafter 
he  free,  any  law,  usage,  or  cnstom  whatsoever  to  tlie  con- 
trary notwithstanding;  and  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in- 
consistent herewitli  are  licrehy  repealed. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatthe  proclamation 
of  the  President  of  January  ],  1863,  declaring  all  persons 
held  as  slaves  within  certain  designated  Slates  and  parts 
of  States  tlicM  in  lehellion  against  the  Government  of  the 
Unit;-d  States  to  hetlicreaftcr  free,  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, continued  and  made  of  full  effect  as  law;  and  all  conrta 
ot' justice  are  required  to  recognize  the  same,  and  all  per- 
sons declared  to  he  free  by  tlie  said  proclamation,  or  by  Ihis 
act  or  any  subsequent  act  of  Congress,  shall  be  entitled  to 
sue  and  he  sued  and  give  evidence  in  all  courts  of  justice 
as  other  citizens. 

Sec.  — .  ^nd  he  it  further  cnaeted,  That  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude  in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories 
of  the  United  States  otherwise  than  in  punishment  for 
crime  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted, 
any  law,  usage,  custom,  or  claim  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; but  all  persons  shall  be  held  to  be  born  free. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President,  that  slavery  yet 
livelh  the  discussion  which  has  attended  every 
measure  introduced  here  trenching  upon  it  suffi- 
ciently attests.  Neither  dead  nor  willing  to  die, 
but  struggling  for  being  by  joint  and  ligature  and 
tissue  and  nerve,  that  some  center  of  future  growth 
may  lurk  under  proviso  or  exception,  its  vitality 
is  upheld  in  this  hour  by  appeal  to  the  same  con- 
stitutionalisms and  local  countenance  that  will  be 
swift  to  maintain  it  hereafter  if  this  epoch  shall 
pass  without  its  utter  extinction. 

Under  such  conviction,  and  resolute  to  permit 
no  fit  occasion  for  terminating  its  existence  to  go 
unimproved,  the  seci«i<irns  just  read  have  been  of- 
fered— sections  assuring  freedom  not  only,  as  set 
forth  in  the  original  bill,  to  the  mother  or  wife  or 
child  of  those  colored  soldiers  who  may  venture 
life  in  defense  of  your  homes,  for  as  yet  IhcyUa^e 
no  homes;  freedom  not  only  to  all  those  claimed 
as  slaves  and  heretofore  resident  in  the  districts 
declared  to  be  in  rebellion  and  embraced  in  the 
proclamation  of  January  1, 18G3;  but  freedom  to 
all  those  now  held  in  bondage,  without  distinction 
of  State  or  Territory,  throughout  the  whole  land, 
and  as  supreme  law  of  this  nation,  enacted  by 
virtue  of  that  power  which  resides  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  maintain  the  Government 
and  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

The  question  of  authority  in  Congress  to  legis- 
late on  this  subject  carries  with  it  the  minor  ones 
of  extent,  expediency,  and  necessity;  for  its  dis- 
cretion is  absolute,  and  not  subject  to  revision. 
Those  who  recognizi;  the  right,  therefore,  to  de- 
clare; the  absolute  freedom  of  such  us  are  claimed 
for  service  by  disloyal  persons,  or  the  freedom  of 
those  talcing  up  arms  for  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  freedom  of  those  escaping 
within  the  lines  of  the  Army,  mu.st  concede  the 
full  power  to  jiass  an  act  of  abolition  as  a  war 
measure,  or  as  a  measure  essential  to  the  future 
security  of  the  country  against  war.  For  it  will 
not  be  founrl  possibh:  to  establish  any  line  of  de- 
mar  kation,  sustained  by  right,  that  shall  apply  to  a 
part  and  not  to  the  whole,  that  shall  regard  ihcmin 
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relation  to  one  person  as  "  captives  of  war,"  and 
treat  iliem  in  relation  to  another  as  "chattels;" 
that  shall  justify  manumission  where  our  armies 
are  not,  and  forbid  it  where  they  are  or  liavc  been. 
All  these  liuman  Beings,  confTrmed  thus  in  their 
inalienable  ri_o;hts  of  freedom,  are  not  property 
which  tlie  Goverriment  is  taking  for  its  own  use, 
and  to  which  it  thereby  acquires  a  title  of  owner- 
ship, but  it  is  institutions  and  customs  and  claims 
and  ancient  wrongs  grown  intolerable,  that  we 
blot  out  as  not  compatible  with  the  "general  wel- 
fare" of  this  nation,  nevcrconsistent  with  justice, 
and  not  now  possible  with  any  assurance  of  life 
itself. 

That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in- 
vests the  Congress  and  the  Executive  with  all 
powers  necessary  to  maintain  that  Government, 
provide  for  the  common  defense,  and  guaranty 
republican  forms,  has  l)een  too  often  asserted, 
acted  upon,  and  concurred  in  by  this  Senate  to 
make  it  now  liable  to  question,  and  that  the  ex- 
istence of  such  plenary  power,  even  to  the  extir- 
pation of  slavery,  if  adjudged  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  State,  was  recognized  by  some  of  tlie 
ablest  of  contemporary  expositors  of  that  Consti- 
tution, is  well  attested  in  our  history.  Especially 
was  this  the  case  in  the  debates  of  the  Virginia 
convention  of  delegates,  where  perhaps  that  in- 
strument passed  its  severest  scrutiny.  Patrick 
Henry,  in  enumerating  his  objections  to  its  ratifi- 
cation, speaks  thus: 

"  Witti  lespect  to  tliat  pai't  of  ttie  proposal  wliicli  ?,iys 
tliat  even'  power  not  granted  remains  with  the  people, 
it  must  be  previous  to  adoption,  or  it  will  involve  this 
country  in  inevitable  destruction.  To  tallc  of  it  as  a  thing 
subsequent,  not  as  one  of  your  unalienable  rights,  is  leaving 
it  to  the  casual  opinion  of  the  Congress  who  shall  take  up 
the  consideration  of  the  matter.  They  will  not  reason 
with  you  about  the  effect  of  this  Constitution.  They  will 
not  take  Ihe  opinio))  of  this  committee  concerning  its  oper- 
ation. They  will  co))strue  it  as  they  please.  If  you  place 
it  subsequently,  let  me  ask  ihe  consequences.  Among  tO) 
thousand  tmpHei/ powers  which  they  )tiay  assume,  they  )nay, 
if  we  be  engaged  invvar,  liberate  everyone  of  your  slaves  if 
they  please.  And  this  must  and  will  be  done  by  n)en  a 
majority  of  who)n  have  not  a  co]n)no)i  interest  with  you. 
They  will  therefore  have  ))0  feeling  of  your  interests.  It 
has  been  repeatedly  said  here  that  the  great  object  of  a 
national  Government  was  ))ational  defense.  That  power 
which  is  said  to  be  intended  for  security  and  safety  )nay  be 
rendoed  detestable  and  oppressive.  If  they  give  power  to 
the  General  Government  to  provide  fovthe  general  defense, 
the  means  must  be  connnensurate  to  the  end.  All  the 
:  means  in  the  possession  of  the  people  )nust  be  given  to  the 
Governn)ent  which  is  intrusted  with  the  public  defense. 
In  this  State  there  are  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand 
blacks,  and  there  are  many  in  several  other  States.  But 
there  are  few  or  none  in  the  norlhern  States ;  and  yet  if 
the  northern  States  shall  be  of  opinion  that  our  slaves  are 
nu)nberless,  they  may  call  forth  every  national  resource. 
May  Co))gress  ))0t  say  tliat  every  Uackmanmust  fi«ht  ?  Did 
we  )iot  see  a  little  of  this  last  war.'  We  were  'not  so  hard 
pushed  as  lo  onake  emancipation  general;  but  nets  of  As- 
sembly passed  that  every  slave  wl)o  would  go  to  the  Army 
should  be  free.  Anotherthingwill  co))t)ibuteto  bring  this 
eventabout.  Slavery  is  detested.  We  feel  its  l^ital  effects  ; 
we  deplore  it  with  all  the  pity  of  l)un)anity.  Let  all  these 
considerations  at  some  future  period  press  with  full  force 
on  the  )ni))dsof  Co))gress.  Let  that  urba))ily  which  I  trust 
will  distingiiish  America,  and  the  necessity  of  jiational  de- 
fense— let  all  these  things  operate  on  their  n)i)](ls,  they  will 
searcl)  that  paper  a))d  see  if  they  have  power  of  )i)ann)nis- 
Eion.  And  have  they  not,  sir.?  Have  they  not  power  to 
provide  for  the  geneial  defense  and  wella)e.'  May  they 
not  think  that  these  call  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  ?  May 
they  not  pro)iounce  all  slaves  free,  and  will  they  not  be 
warranted  by  that  power.'  This  is  no  ambiguous  impli- 
cation or  deduction.  The  pa])er  speaks  to  the  point:  they 
have  the  pmcer  in  clear,  unequivocal  terms,  and  will  clearly 
and  certainly  exercise  it.  As  much  as  I  deplo)-e  slavery,  I 
see  that  ijrudence  forbids  its  abolition.  1  deny  that  the 
Gi.Mjeral  Government  ought  to  set  them  free,  because  a  de- 
cided ujajority  of  the  States  have  not  the  ties  of  pv)npathy 
and  lellow-fceling  for  those  whose  interests  would  be  af- 
fected by  their  eniancipation.  The  majoritv  of  Congress 
is  to  the  North,  and  the  slaves  are  to  the  South. "—Eliot's 
Debates,  pages  589,  590. 

Nor  have  statesmen  in  late  years  hesitated  to 
announce  the  same  broad  and  emphatic  interpre- 
tation. John  duincy  Adams,  in  the  discussions 
of  the  House  of  Repi-esentatives,  made  use  of  such 
declarations  as  these: 

"  Sir,  in  the  authority  given  to  Congress  bythe  Consti- 
tution of  ihe  IJiiidd  Slates  lo  declare  loar,  all  the  powcj's 
inoldiMitnl  to  war  are  by  nec(!ssary  i)nplication  conferred 
upon  the  Governmeiitofthe  United  States."  *  *  * 
*  "  There  are  two  classes  of  powers  vested  by  the  Con- 
slLtniiun  of  Ihe  Uniled  Stales  In  iheir  Congress  and  Execu 
live  (;nviiiinent:  the  powers  to  b(^  (ixeculed  in  time  of 
peace  ;uirl  Uu-  lowers  incident  to  war.  That  the  powers  of 
pi:ace  are  liiniled  by  provisions  within  the  body  of  the  Coii- 
stltiilion  iiself;  hut  that  the  powers  of  war  are  limited  and 
regulaled  only  by  ihe  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  and  aj-e 
sutijeetto  iiDothcrliniitation."  *  *  *  '  *  «[ 
do  noi  adinil  lliat  there  is  even  amom;  the  peace  pntccrs  of 
Con;;rc-.s  no  such  aulhority  ;  but  in  war  there  are  inanv 
ways  by  which  (;,M)^ress  not  only  have  the  authority,  but 
ure  bound  to  interlere  with  (ho  institution  of  sluveiy  in  llic 


States."  *  *  ft  *  "  When  the  southern  States 
are  tln^  battle-fiekl  between  slavery  and  eniancipation, 
Con^jress  n)ay  susy)in  the  instiiution  by  war.  or  perhaps 
abolish  it  by  treaties  of  peace;  but  they  will  not  only 
possess  the  constitutional  power  so  to  interfere,  but  they 
will  be  bound  in  duty  to  do  itJ^v  the  express  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  itself.  From  the  instant  the  slavehold- 
ing  States  beconie  the  theater  of  war,  civil,  servile,  or  for- 
eign, from  that  instant  the  war  powers  of  Congress  extend 
to  interference  with  the  institutionof  slavery  in  every  way 
by  which  it  can  be  interfered  with."  *  *  *  * 
"  With  a  call  to  keep  down  slaves  in  an  i))surrection  and 
a  civil  war  co)nes  full  and  ploiary  power  to  this  House 
and  to  the  Senate  over  the  whole  subject.  It  is  a  war  power. 
Wliether  it  be  a  war  of  invasion  or  a  war  of  Insun-eclion, 
Congress  has  power  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  )nust  can-y  it 
on  according  to  Ihe  laws  of  war;  and  by  the  laws  of  war 
an  inv.aded  country  has  all  its  laws  and  municipal  institu- 
tions swept  by  the  board,  and  n)artial  law  takes  the  place 
of  then).  This  power  in  Congresshas,  perhaps,  never  been 
called  into  exercise  under  the  present  Constitution  of  the 
United  States."— S/iecc/ics  of  J.  Q.  Mams,  1836-1842. 

It  will  tlius  appear  that  both  the  elder  and  later 
interpretations  of  the  Constitution  unite  in  recog- 
nizing this  war  power  as  existing  in  Congress  and 
the  Executive,  and  it  only  remains  to  set  forth  that 
under  such  exercise  and  by  virtue  of  the  received 
law  which  controls  it,  the  subject-matter  here 
claimed  for  its  action  is  fully  embraced  therein. 
Many  references  to  received  authorities  might  be 
made  on  this  point,  for  it  is  one  very  well  attested; 
but  a  single  quotation  will  PIffice  to  exemplify  the 
spirit  of  them  all.  Thus  Vattel,  in  his  Law  of 
Nations,  says: 

"It  has  been  observed  (§  196)  that  we  inaybe  obliged,  if 
not  externally,  yet  in  conscience  and  by  the  laws  of  equity, 
to  restore  to  a  third  party  the  booty  we  have  recovered  out 
of  the  lands  of  an  enemy  who  had  taken  it  from  him  in  an 
unjust  war.  The  obligation  is  mo)-e  cei'tain  and  n)0)e  ex- 
te)isive  with  regard  to  a  people  whom  our  enenry  had  un- 
justly oppressed.  For  iieople  thus  spoiled  of  their  liberty 
tiever  renounce  the  hopeof  recovei'ing  it.  If  they  have  not 
voluntarily  incorpoiated  themselves  with  the  State  by  which 
they  have  beiM)  subdued,  if  they  liave  noi  freely  aided  her 
in  the  war  against  us,  we  certainly  ought  so  to  use  our  vic- 
tory as  not  merely  to  give  the)))  a  new  maste)-,  but  to  break 
their  chains.  To  deliver  a)i  oppressed  people  is  a  noble 
fruit  of  victoiy ;  it  is  a  valuable  advantage  gained  thus  to 
acquire  a  faithful  friend.  Tl)e  canton  of  Sell  weitz,  having 
wrested  thecountry  of  Glaris  from  tl)e  house  of  Austria,  re- 
stored the  inhabitants  to  their  former  liberties  ;  and  Claris, 
admitted  to  the  Helvetic  confederacy,  formed  the  sixth  can- 
ton."—  VatteVs  Law  of  Nations,  book  page  391,  side  page 
39a. 

Again,  it  will  be  observed  that  intrinsically  the 
proposition  to  abolish  slavery  by  constitutional 
amendment,  and  this  to  abolish  it  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, do  not  differ  as  to  the  effect  upon  alleged 
right  of  property  in  slaves.  No  one  proposes  to 
make  compensation  in  connection  with  constitu- 
tional amendment,  so  that  the  deprivation  is  the 
same  in  the  one  case  as  the  other.  It  is  only  a 
question,  then,  which  may  be  stated  thus:  can 
we  get  at  the  depri vatioti  both  ways  ?  Assuredly 
we  can,  because  the  power  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion both  ways  resides  in  us — to  deal  summarily 
under  the  war  powers  so  called,  or  by  constitu- 
tional amendment. 

As  an  original  question,  the  right  of  property 
in  man  cannot  be  successfully  maintained,  and 
they  who  contend  for  it  here  now  in  deference  to 
alleged  constitutional  obligations,  will  find  them- 
selves constantly  embarrassed  and  involved  in 
contradictions  of  thought  and  reasoning  until  they 
shall  utterly  discard  it.  Rights  of  properly  do 
notoriginate  in  constitutions;  they  are  anterior  to 
them.  Right  of  property  is  but  another  name, 
for  the  natural  right  of  each  one  to  enjoy  the  fruit 
of  his  own  labor,  and  in  its  very  inception  repels 
and  precludes  the  idea  of  slavery.  It  is  simply 
idle,  then,  to  claim  such  property  in  human  be- 
ings and  quote  the  Constitution  as  conferring  the 
title,  or  to  rely  upon  its  guai-antecs,  if  any  such 
could  be  truly  inferred  from  its  clauses,  as  an  in- 
violable protection  for  such  claim,  when  it  so 
clearly  confers  the  power  to  dispense  with  even 
still  higher  guarantees  of  personal  liberty  in  main- 
taining the  Government. 

The  rigid  argumcntin  behalf  of  this  powerbest 
states  itself  in  the  imperiled  condition  of  the  coun- 
try. Every  battle-field  is  an  annotation  full  of 
meaning,  every  soldier's  grave  a  link  in  the  chain 
of  evidence.  Slavery,  containing,  in  itself  that 
antagonism  to  free  institutions  which  |)redeterm- 
ined  its  appetil  to  arms  in  hostility  to  the  national 
thought  and  the  national  being,  must  perish  to 
make  assured  any  ending  both  of  present  conflict 
and  future  convulsion;  and  slavery  in  a  State  semi- 
loyal  or  neutral,  under  this  considei-ation,  is  just 
as  fatal  l<i  onr  national  existence  as  in  a  State  in 
opi  II  rebellion.  The  exceptiinial  condition  of  pro- 
fessedly loyal  claimants  here  and  there  cannot,  in 


this  grave  conjunction  of  affairs,  be  permitted  to 
control  our  decision  and  operate  to  extend  the  ten- 
ure of  slaveholding;  for  it  is  fi'om  the  inherent  im- 
possibility of  assimilating  that  system  with  our 
free  Republic  in  any  State,  owing  to  its  violation 
of  human  rights,  that  the  supreme  reason  for  di- 
rect abolition  originates.  The  outcome  of  amoral 
wrong,  fostered  and  encouraged  in  the  social  state, 
is  seen  in  the  calamities  of  to-day.  That  such 
calamities  may  not  attach  to  any  other  day;  that 
the  Republic  may  be  rid  of  a  disease  which  has 
brought  it  nigh  to  death;  that  the  struggle  may 
be  forever  ended  with  those  who  have  taken  up 
arms  to  make  permanent  the  institution  of  slavery ; 
and  that  the  American  people  may  repose  in  un- 
disturbed security,  free,  prosperous,  and  cohesive, 
are  the  cumulative  necessities  that  impel  us  now 
to  pass  a  direct  act  of  universal  freedom. 

But  why  should  we  hesitate.'  It  is  an  advance, 
not  a  reaction.  It  is  the  first  step  toward  those 
great  destinies  which  await  us,  if  only  we  be  true. 
Do  we  prefer  to  go  back  into  the  past  with  its  dis- 
mays and  corruptions  and  terrible  retributions, 
or  forth  into  the  future  of  hope  and  faith  and 
achievement.'  Let  us  rather  contemplate  the  full 
measure  of  that  vast  change  of  which  this  is  but 
a  beginning,  and  realizing  somewhat  the  spirit  of 
the  age  upon  which  we  are  entering,  look  therein 
for  other  and  convincing  I'easons  to  assure  us  that 
the  demand  for  this  action  is  not  premature,  but 
a  well-considered  wisdom;  that  it  is  not  isolated 
and  optional,  but  connects  with  still  largerand  im- 
pending issueti. 

To  do  so,  however,  to  note  the  march  of  these 
times,  it  will  require  that  we  disabuse  our  speech 
of  much  of  the  phraseology  that  gives  false  seem- 
ing to  events  around  us.  Thus  the  terms  rebel- 
lion, used  to  designate  this  conflict,  unionism,  in 
varied  inflections,  chosen  to  generalize  our  fu- 
ture, and  reconstruction,  largely  adopted  to  signify 
projected  modes  of  arrangement,  are  all  half 
phrases,  taking  their  meaning  from  obsolete  rather 
than  existing  attitudes,  and  afford  no  correct  idea 
of  this  era  or  its  outcome.  Rebellion  may  be  well 
applied,  to  denote  mere  resistance  forcibly  of  a 
part  of  our  people  to  the  national  thought;  but 
when  employed  to  convey  a  comprehension  of 
and  give  a  name  for  this  great  progression  and 
conflict,  that  reaches  for  its  origin  far  back  into 
anti-slavery  agitation,  and  looks  forth  for  its  con- 
summation far  forward  to  the  new  time,  it  be- 
comes totally  devoid  of  aptness  or  significance. 
The  rebellion  is  but  an  incident  in  the  protracted 
struggle,  covers  only  the  idea  of  appeal  to  force, 
and  measures  not  that  moral  flood-tide  that  surges 
on  this  great  movement.  As  well  characterize 
the  events  of  France  of  '89  by  the  resistance  of 
La  Vendee, .OP  the  birth  and  growth  of  the  Eng- 
lish Coinmonwealth  by  the  reduction  of  Ireland, 
as  gauge  the  meaning  of  this  conflict  by  such  a 
formula  of  language.  And  so  of  unionisms;  those 
pliant,  fearful,  mock-modest  attempts  to  cover  up 
these  giant,  gaunt,  naked  facts,  that  are  stalk- 
ing about  in  the  daylight,  with  the  gum-elastic 
garments  of  old-time  political  di-apery.  The  sim- 
ple unities  of  the  former  state  unrelated  to  rights 
or  wrongs,  what  do  they  signify  now  .'  They  are 
as  passionless  as  algebraic  equations,  as  vain  as 
mythologies.  Who  cares  for  the  Union  of  the 
])ast — a  Union  fraught  with  seeds  of  destruc- 
tion— bitter  with  humiliations  and  disappoint- 
ments.' Who  believes  in  the  g)'ief  of  these  hired 
mourners,  so  lachrymose  before  the  world?  They 
are  not  even  self-deceived.  It  is  likewise  with 
reconstructions — a  free  masonry  that  imagines  it 
has  only  blocks  and  stones  to  deal  with,  or  a 
child's  play,  that  would  build  up  as  they  have 
tumbled  down  its  card-castles,  putting  affably  the 
court  cards  on  top  again.  Foolish  craftsmen,  see- 
ing not  that  it  is  the  life  arteries  and  the  thews  and 
the  sinews  of  a  nation's  being  that  are  dealt  with, 
and  that  it  must  be  regeneration  or  death. 

The  supremest  truth  of  our  time  is  this:  that 
it  is  a  revolution  in  whose  whirls  we  are  eddy- 
ing and  with  whose  currents  wc  have  to  contend; 
a  revolution  the  grandest  ever  yet  essayed  by 
man,  and  destined  to  give  its  watchword  toother 
lands  and  peoples;  a  i-evolution  in  all  its  great 
outlines  of  enkindled  faith,  of  continued  develop- 
ment, of  overturned  thralldoms,  of  liberated  hope. 
The  strata  of  this  nation 's  sediment  and  coldness 
and  o|)pression  has  been  brolceii  through.  Hu- 
man nature  once  more,  by  th(>  grace  of  God,  lia.s 
beconie  \  olcanie  and    ei  uptive,  and  the   precious 


986 


THE  COA^GRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  8, 


truths  of  freedom  and  fraterniTy  nre  welling  up 
from  their  deep  foundations  away  below  the  de- 
faccmenis  of  men.  It  is  a  revolution  full  of  prom- 
ise. What  if  its  inceptions  were  of  the  feeblest? 
What  if  the  small  threads  of  its  gathering  can 
only  be  traced  or  identified  by  that  most  micro- 
scopic of  all  glasses,  personal  vanity?  The  ori- 
gin was.  The  movement  catnc  from  us  and  of 
us,  asserting  itself  in  divers  ways,  but  chief  of  all 
in  the  overthrow  of  slavery  ethics,  increasing  in 
volume  as  people  became  aroused  to  the  peril  of 
national  courses,  possessing  itself  first  of  prisons 
and  then  of  pulpits  and  then  of  platforms,  becom- 
ing at  length  the  embodied  national  will — an  as- 
sured revolution.  And  in  the  great  transition 
from  the  old  to  the  new,  let  all  friends  of  freedom 
realize  the  entire  truth  and  acce|U  a  full  respons- 
ibility by  acknowledging  now,  as  we  shall  be 
proud  to  acknowledge  hereafter,  that  in  this  flow- 
ing on  we  are  the  movement,  in  this  going  for- 
ward we  are  the  progression,  in  all  this  change 
and  alteration  and  accomplishment  we  are  the 
revolution. 

The  receiving  sucli  a  comprehension  of  our 
present  convulsions  is  important  far  beyond  the 
niceties  of  language,  going  as  it  does  straightway 
to  consult  the  elements  that  are  at  work,  and  pre- 
paring us  in  advance  for  a  celerity  of  events  and 
a  larger  scope  of  transition  not  possible  under 
other  social  condition.  And  whither  does  it  all 
tend,  this  rush  of  action,  this  displacement  of 
ideas,  these  swift  affiliations?  It  would  be  only 
tlie  part  of  presumption — a  foolish  presumption 
in  the  highest  wisdom — to  claim  a  foreknowledge 
of  such  in  its  entirety  and  orbed  completion;  but 
yet  the  humblest  of  those  who  with  earnest  en- 
deavor shall  seek  to  know  what  manifestations 
there  are  of  things  to  come  will  not  labor  alto- 
gether in  vain.  There  are  striking  indications 
thatpointout,  ifthey  do  notdetermine,  the  ending. 
There  are  vaguely  outlined  groupings  that  shape 
themselves  into  more  definite  forms  as  they  are 
scrutinized.  Especially  are  there  three  great  cen- 
tral ideas,  raying  forth  into  the  darkness  of  the 
future  their  broad  beams  of  light,  and  illuminat- 
ing the  paths  that  are  to  be  trodden  by  this  jicople 
in  their  "  marching  on" — three  impending  neces- 
sities as  it  were,  distinct  yet  related,  which  may 
be  set  forth  as,  first,  a  realization  and  establish- 
ment in  truth  and  not  merely  in  name  of  absolute 
freedom  policies  throughout  the  whole  land;  sec- 
ond, the  building  up  from  its  sure  foundations  of 
a  nationality  that  shall  represent  the  aspirations 
of  the  whole  people  for  a  democratic  unity;  and, 
third,  the  conforming  of  our  Government,  in  its 
administration  as  in  its  recognitions,  to  those 
divine  truths  that  go  to  constitute  and  inspire  a 
devout  Christian  State  holding  itself  "  as  ever  in 
the  great  Taskmaster's  eye." 

i.  Let  us  consider  the  first  of  these  necessities. 
What  arc  the  requirements  at  our  hands  that  we 
may  be  true  to  that  behest?  If  the  end  in  view  be 
conceded,  is  there  any  latitude  of  choice  as  to  the 
means,  any  room  for  experiments  touching  lib- 
erties? 

Without  doubt  the  abolition  of  slavery  through- 
out all  the  States  of  this  Union  by  general  statute 
such  as  now  proposed  must  be  the  initial  measure 
to  any  freedom  jiolicies  reposing  on  national  au- 
thority as  their  guarantee;  for  until  the  slave  code 
shall  be  thu.s  canceled  in  fact  no  constitutional 
amendment  covering  that  ground  will  ever  be  had. 
It  must  be  confessed,  moreover,  that  even  such  en- 
actment will  not  com  pie  te  the  cstaljlish  men  t  of  pop- 
ular liberties  over  all  the  territory  where  it  is  re- 
ceived as  law.  It  will  end  and  determine  the  form 
— the  name, and  pledge  the  national  power  to  main- 
lain  the  act,  but  somewhat  more,  and  after  that 
becomes  imperative  to  do  away  with  the  sub- 
stance. Has  il  not  been  a  favorite  taunt  of  the 
oligarchs  that  there  was  white  slavery  as  well  as 
black  slavery?  And  there  was  truth  in  the  asser- 
tion. Indeed,  acute  minds  have  not  been  wanting 
to  conv(frt  the  fact  into  an  argument,  and  defend 
the  en.slavemnnt  of  the  African  by  direct  force  be- 
cause of  the  alleged  enslavcmcntthr(uigh  social  dis- 
tortions of  the  Scandinavian  or  the  Celt.  While 
such  reasoning  is  false  and  sinister,  yet  it  will  not 
be  controverted  that  many  of  the  worst  features 
of  slavery  may  exist  where  the  badge  itself  does 
not  obtain.  Will  any  one  affirm  that  Connecti- 
cut, which  exhibits  such  intolerance  of  the  for- 
eign born,  or  that  Illinois,  which  is  disgraced  with 
a  black  code  revolting  to  nil  sense  of  justice,  can 


claim  to  be  regarded  free  States?  Willi  equal  trutli 
may  it  be  said  also  that  much  of  the  white  popu- 
lation of  Europe  in  densely  crowded  districts, 
where  an  inexorable  ledger,  with  its  profit  and  loss 
account,  rules  the  hotw,  come  under  conditions 
that  render  them  intrinsically  enslaved,  while,  to 
a  still  greater  extent,  the  nominally  free  white 
population  of  the  largely  slave-breeding  and  slave- 
holding  sections  of  our  own  country  have  all  along 
been  reduced  to  a  dependence  for  which  even  the 
name  of  liberty  could  not  atone.  An  enlarged 
policy  of  freedom,  such  as  that  now  asserting  itself 
throughout  this  land,  will  not  fail  to  take  note  of 
such  phantasms,  such  simulations,  such  diseased 
condition,  and  while  striking  at  slavery  in  name 
and  estate,  will  see  to  it  that  it  will  be  the  reality 
and  not  tin;  image  that  goes  down.  Especially, 
therefore,  does  it  devolve  on  those  who  control 
to  take  heed,  having  proclaimed  a  free  society  as 
the  type  of  the  future,  so  to  order  regeneration, 
and  so  to  foster  now  growths,  and  so  to  adjust  the 
relations  of  conquered  States,  internal  as  well  as 
external,  that  slavery  shall  no  longer  be  a  synonym 
of  labor,  and  labor  no  longer  the  equivalent  of  sla- 
very. It  would  be  folly,  abjectest  recreancy,  an 
utter  perversion  of  the  holy  uses  of  the  blood  and 
treasure  of  the  natio^so  lavishly  poured  out,  to 
act  otherwise,  to  do  aught  less  ihati  this. 

And  here  let  il  be  reliected  that  they  who  are 
so  swift  to  put  back  the  old  forms  in  the  old  places 
simply  to  bring  about  the  old  relations  to  the  na- 
tional Government,  either  have  no  conception  of 
the  conditions  and  environment  with  which  sla- 
very maintains  itself,  or  else  they  are  false  to  the 
principle  and  the  faith  to  compass  selfish  ends. 
Unless  this  freedom  work  be  well  done  it  will  not 
be  done  at  all,  for  slavery  will  return  to  power 
along  with  the  masters.  It  will  have  no  difficulty 
to  find  names  under  which  to  mask  itself,  or  poli- 
ticians to  pay  court  to  it,  or  money-lenders  to  buy 
it  an  amnesty.  Take  the  illustration  afforded  of 
this  fact  in  Missouri,  and  see  how  tragic  has  been 
the  anti-slavery  struggle  there,  even  with  a  large 
majority  of  the  people  pledged  to  freedom.  The 
State  stands  to-day  resold  into  slavery  for  another 
year  to  accomplish  a  political  negotiation.  The 
misrule  of  the  past,  the  sway  of  unsympathizing 
generals,  the  upholding  of  a  pro-slavery  State  or- 
ganization, the  persecution  of  the  loyal  element, 
and  the  arming  of  the  disloyal  clement,  find  a  nat- 
ural outgrowth  in  a  miserable  bargain  to  postpone 
a  constitutional  convention,  concoct  an  alliance 
between  official  power  and  reactionary  sentiment, 
and  enunciate  a  bogus  presidential  preference. 

What,  then,  is  the  problem  with  which  dealing 
must  be  had  in  this  essential  work  of  making  solid 
the  national  policies  in  the  sections  occupied,  and 
to  be  occupied,  by  our  arms?  The  organisms  of 
peace  must  flow  out  of  the  rights  of  war,  and  in 
so  far  forth  the  national  authority  is  disernbar- 
rassed  in  its  operations  by  restraints  that  might 
intervene  in  ordinary  times. 

Four  million  whites  and  three  million  blacks 
will  represent  with  sufficient  accuracy  the  entire 
population,  a  population  intermixed  and  dwelling 
together  heretofore  under  laws  declaring  the  blacks 
a  servile  laboring  class,  and  conditions  that  ren- 
der two  thirds  of  the  whites  a  dependent,  helpless 
class,  the  land  all  held  by  a  few  tliousand  owners, 
who  claimed  to  be  a  ruling  class  socially,  morally, 
and  politically.  War,  as  has  been  said,  has  loos- 
ened all  the  joints  of  that  structure.  Rights  of 
property  forfeited,  estates  abandoned  by  rebel 
whites  and  held  by  loyal  blacks,  distinction  of 
classes  broken  down  in  the  destruction  of  all  so- 
ciety, laws  of  vassalage  suspended  by  the  proc- 
lamations of  freedom  and  the  conscription  of  ar- 
mies, it  remains  only  to  impose,  under  protection 
of  a  military  arm,  a  new  civilization  that  shall 
accord  with  tiie  life  of  ourReiiublic,  and  thatshall 
carry  along  with  it  guarantees  against  any  revival 
of  the  old  state  whose  outcome  was  so  much  ofdis- 
aster.  Codes  to  secure  the  liberties  of  all  uiuler 
the  law  arc  therefore  antecedent  necessities,  codes 
that  must  be  ratified  and  come  up  from  below  as 
well  as  codes  that  must  be  enacted  ami  come  down 
from  above — the  double  affirmance  of  the  new  at- 
titude of  freedom  by  local  and  Federal  tuithority, 
a  joint  initiative  of  suiiport  and  )irotnetion.  It 
has  been  the  boast  ofsome  that  the  courts  can  make 
laws  by  interpretation.  Hence,  nothing  that  can 
contribute  to  foreclose  any  latitude  of  construc- 
tion in  this  behalf  should  lie  omitted.  A  triple 
wall  of  accomplished  facts,  of  statutes  thatieflccl 


things  done,  of  codes  that  embody  completions, 
of  constitutions  reconstituted,  must  be  built  up 
around  an  immured  judiciary.  J-i  any  reentry  on 
political  life  it  must  be  paramount  and  primary 
that  such  organic  recognition  of  freedom  as  the 
highest  law  shall  precede  all  other  exercise  of 
civil  functions,  must  precede  it  as  the  only  suffi- 
cient assurance  that  the  law  of  the  locality  is 
in  -accord  with  the  law  of  the  nation.  Hence 
the  duty  imposed  here  and  now,  both  to  declare 
such  as  the  universal  public  law  of  this  land  and 
to  require  that  it  be  declared  likewise  in  advance 
as  the  constitutional  basis  of  any  of  those  socie- 
ties heretofore  or  now  in  revolt.  There  must  be 
an  asylum  for  questioned  liberty  opened  in  every 
tribunal  and  under  every  commission,  whether 
Federal  or  State,  that  shall  sit  in  judgment  or 
wield  power. 

The  preliminary  step,  moreover,  in  any  political 
reassertion  of  the  State,  and  any  reorganization 
of  its  social  forms,  must  be  in  the  nature  of  a 
primary  convention;  otherwise  the  hope  or  fear 
of  reaction  always  intervenes  to  demoralize  pro- 
visional government.  The  question  of  freedom 
is  in  reality,  howeverdenied  in  proclamation,  re- 
mitted from  its  attitude  of  being  an  achieved  mil- 
itary result,  to  become  the  sport  of  parties  and 
factions  and  intrigues — worn  as  a  cloak  by  the 
side  most  ambitious  of  office  while  leaning  to  sla- 
very, openly  and  earnestly  demanded  by  unself- 
ish advocates,  who  care  not  for  the  spoils  of  the 
conflict.  In  this  unequal  strife  freedom  suffers, 
and  the  mockery  of  freedom  too  often  triumphs. 
The  lukewarm,  the  insincere,  the  hostile  become 
the  guardians  of  the  incipient  regeneration,  and 
if  they  do  not  blast  all  its  hope,  it  will  only  be 
because,  born  of  timidity,  they  prefer  to  compro- 
mise with  inaction  rather  than  risk  a  conflict. 
Any  policy  of  administration,  therefore,  which 
shall  conduce  to  this  latter  result  will  be  in  sub- 
stance a  reaction,  and  hostile  to  the  maintenance 
of  freedom  policies  in  the  slave  States.  It  matters 
not  under  what  title  or  what  auspices  il  may  be 
inaugurated,  its  results  will  be  speedily  seen  in 
official  and  political  manipulation,  in  an  enginery 
set  at  work  to  accomplish  selfish  ends  rather  than 
the  true  work  of  emancipation  from  the  usages 
as  well  as  laws  of  slavery.  Take,  however,  the 
initiative  of  freedom  as  a  result  predetermined, 
organize  a  constitutional  convention  to  conform 
organic  law  to  that  attitude, exckule  parlies  from 
constructing  themselves  on  any  doubts  of  that 
consummation,  and  there  will  be  little  inducement 
subsequently  to  its  questioning  if  upheld  by  wise 
national  dealings  in  its  furtherance  and  support. 

Thus,  of  all  this  inorganic  mass  of  population 
to  be  reorganized,  nearly  half  will  stand  jiledged 
to  loyalty  by  virtue  of  emancipation.  Of  the 
residue,  those  loyal  at  the  outset,  and  others  grad- 
ually lapsing  into  loyalty  as  they  recognize  the 
interests  of  labor  to  be  coincident  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  freedom,  multitudes  of  "the  former 
non-slaveholding  people  will  become  reliable  ele- 
ments of  a  new  growth  and  a  new  socialism  under 
such  political  readjustmentashasjust  been  recited. 
In  this  adaptation,  however,  four  million  labor- 
ers must  be  guarantied  not  merely  the  abstract 
title  and  name  of  frcedmen,  but  its  substance  in 
the  shape  of  military  organization  and  the  right 
of  homesteads  upon  abandoned  estates.  Confis- 
cation must  do  its  work  toward  reorganization. 
The  land  all  held  in  mortmain,  as  it  were,  entailed 
upon  slavery,  what  but  slavery  can  ensue  ?  The 
conditionsofsuch  ownership  foreordain  such  ser- 
vitudes as  is  evidenced  by  the  i)eonage  of  Mexico 
or  the  vassalage  just  abolished  in  Russia.  De- 
prived of  homes,  yet  granted  liberties,  what  can 
you  hope  l)Ut  that  three  million  freedmen  will 
fall  under  disorderly  conditions  if  you  open  no 
avenue  lo  permanent  and  prosperous  settlement? 
The  policy  of  small  freeholds  must  be  initiated 
to  enable  freedom  to  maintain  itself.  Slavery 
in  its  artificial  development  at  the  South  mo- 
nopolized the  land,  and  thus  Icfl  no  stand-point 
from  which  to  challenge  its  existence.  You  must 
undo  its  work.  This  is  necessary,  because  il  is 
upon  the  subdivision  of  lands,  the  small  freeholds, 
the  mulliplied  homesteads,  that  the  supjiorts  of  re- 
ligion and  education,  the  church  and  the  school- 
housf!,  must  hereafter  rest.  Il  is  idle,  nay,  il  is 
criminal  lo  hall  in  taking  this  step  under  the  plea 
that  it  may  work  deslituiion  to  the  few.  You  have 
already  millions  of  the  destitute  to  provide  for, 
and  this  ia  your  only  present  resource.     Is  not  the 
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landed  property  of  the  rebels  already  confiscate 
by  refusal  to  pay  any  tax  to  the  support  of  this 
war?  Shall  the  plantations  of  the  slave  masters 
alone  have  immunity  and  exemption  when  the 
home  of  every  loyal  workman  is  Mid  under  contri- 
bution? Destitution  is  a  hard  word,  but  when  sla- 
very went  to  war  it  put  its  estates  at  the  venture; 
and  the  abolition  of  slavery  carries  with  it  the 
overthrow  of  that  monopoly  on  virhich  it  reposed 
and  grew  strong.  How  long  would  it  take  the 
slave  power  to  resume  its-eway  in  Louisiana  if  to- 
day reinstated  in  the  control  of  abandoned  plant- 
ations where  the  freedmen  are  yet  held  in  bond- 
age under  a  military  provost  marshal  system; 
where  they  are  penned  up  and  excluded  from  the 
light  of  knowledge,  or  association,  or  converse; 
where  it  is  difficult  to  detect  any  change  of  con- 
dition, only  a  change  of  owners?  Does  the  mas- 
ter's dole,  in  the  shape  of  wages,  with  none  of  the 
perquisites  of  free  action  or  free  migration,  con- 
stitute a  policy  on  which  you  dare  to  repose  the 
future  of  freedom  at  the  South  ?  All  this  is  but 
a  counterfeit  freedom,  reaction  in  disguise,  in  that 
worst  of  all  disguises,  a  military  disguise.  It  is 
reaction  so  organized  as  to  require  but  amnesty  to 
make  it  slavery. 

Codes  and  confiscations  and  commerce  all  are 
marching  in  the  rear  of  our  armies  demanding  to 
be  set  up  in  authority  to  restore  what  has  been  de- 
stroyed, and  make  new  bases  for  other  advances. 
The  eagerness  with  which  trade  rushes  forward 
to  supply  wants,  renew  distributions,  gather  in 
agencies,  and  make  sale  of  estates,  crops,  luxu- 
ries, titles,  franchises,  claims,  goes  to  show  how 
much  it  is  needed  as  precursor,  not  as  afterthought 
of  reorganization.  Trade,  the  great  leveler  and 
builder,  the  colonizer  of  empires  and  the  pioneer  of 
civilization,  needs  encouragements  there,  and  not 
restrictions.  The  cordon  of  non-intercourse  should 
be  along  your  military  front.  Behind  your  Army 
lines  it  should  be  free  as  the  winds,  to  carry  for- 
ward rapidly  the  elements  of  new  population  or 
enterprise  and  to  knit  together  by  other  interests 
and  ties  the  torn  relations  of  labor  to  capital.  The 
blockades  of  the  ocean  have  no  place  on  the  land, 
for  the  sea  has  no  tenements,  but  conquered  ter- 
ritory you  wish  to  make  your  own.  Is  it  not  true 
that  in  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Arkansas  the 
only  points  that  give  sign  of  a  saving  vitality  are 
those  where,  in  defiance  ofpaperedicts, commerce 
has  forced  an  establishment?  What,  then,  may 
not  be  hoped  from  entire  abrogation  of  all  such 
embargo?  To-day  the  free  men  who  have  sought 
your  permits  would  have  repeopled  up  to  the  lines 
of  occupation  if  invited  and  protected  and  fos- 
tered and  armed  and  domiciled.  Traffic  would 
have  given  hand  to  production;  redistribution 
would  have  confirmed  industry;  labor  would  have 
prevented  scarcity;  the  needs  of  self-defense  would 
have  supplied  military  organization;  and  thus  in- 
cipient com.munities  sprung  out  of  freedom  and 
loyalty  would  have  been  preparing  to  renew  the 
State.  The  policy  of  setting  up  a  Chinese  wall  of 
exclusion  under  the  name  of  regulation,  that  shall 
parcel  out  to  speculation  the  dealings  and  growths 
and  regenerations  of  recovered  territory,  is  one  cal- 
culated to  postpone  rather  than  hasten  the  end,  to 
reserve  the  lands  for  the  reoccupation  of  the  men 
of  the  rebellion,  and  the  avocations  and  employ- 
ments of  interchange  for  the  control  of  a  revived 
hostile  sentiment.  Such  precarious  chances  make 
the  most  desperate  and  avaricious  the  forerun- 
ners of  your  social  adjustment,  rather  than  those 
moved  by;  legitimate  and  patriotic  impulses.  This 
is  an  unwise  and  fatal  system.  In  fact,  in  the  very 
light  of  its  failure  you  read  the  way  to  success. 

The  regeneration  of  the  slaveholding  sections 
demanded  by  this  revolution,  which  bears  onward 
a  free  people  to  a  free  future,  as  has  been  remarked , 
must  be  thorough  and  substantial,  not  a  make- 
shift, a  cheatery,  or  a  sham.  Nothing  other  or 
less  will  answer  the  demand.  Rebuilding  of  the 
political  structure,  too,  must  proceed  under  the 
guardianship  of  congenial  national  authority 
through  authentic  law  and  its  safeguards,  and  not 
pell-mell  under  the  auspices  of  amnesty  procla- 
mations. The  invitation  back  in  such  hurried 
wise  of  the  slave  masters  to  their  old  estate  in  the 
body-politic  if  they  will  only  swear  fealty  to  the 
future  decisions  of  a  Supreme  Court,  is  to  give 
them  present  control  of  wliatsoevcr  loyal  popu- 
lation may  have  shown  itself,  upon  contingencies 
of  an  oath  lliey  have  been  KwiR  to  violate  hereto- 
fore.    Restored  to  favor  they  will  next  ask  to  be 


armed;  and  once  armed  they  will,  by  militia  sys- 
tems, seek  to  disarm  tliose  who  have  opposed 
them,  and  hostilities  will  become  chronic  and  ex- 
asperating. No  better  illustration  of  the  results 
of  such  conservative  policy  can  be  cited  than  that 
afforded  in  my  own  State.  More  than  a  year  ago 
an  officer  was  detailed  thereto  gather  up  the  evi- 
dences of  subsequent  disloyalty  on  the  part  of 
those  who  had  availed  themselves  of  amnesty  un- 
der the  cheap  process  of  bond  and  oath.  In  a 
brief  time  he  gathered  more  than  three  million 
dollars  of  forfeited  bonds,  and  asked  permission 
to  proceed  upon  them.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  add  that  the  authority  was  refused,  the  officer 
remanded  to  his  regiment  in  the  field,  and  a  new 
amnesty  invites  back  the  same  rebel  oath-takers 
to  resume  their  political  rights  and  assist  to  rule 
over  us. 

Rest  assured  it  is  not  such  sinister  courses,  such 
shirking  of  responsibility,  such  balancing  be- 
tween loyalty  and  disloyalty,  thatcan  be  tolerated, 
either  in  theory  or  in  practice,  in  speech  or  in  ad- 
ministration, if  we  seek  success  in  this  war,  and 
success  commensurate  with  its  cost.  The  policies 
of  freedom  are  blended  inseparably  with  the  poli- 
cies of  war,  and  irresolution  or  untruthfulness  in 
the  one  is  sure  to  cause  defeats  and  reverses  in 
the  other.  Thus  if  the  Government,  false  to  its 
mission,  simply  enters  upon  the  mastery  and  con- 
trol of  the  slave  population  in  the  stead  of  their 
original  claimants;  if,  ignoring  true,  substantial 
liberty  in  the  freedmen,  it  shall  bind  them  over 
under  a  provost  marshalship,  as  rigid  in  its  con- 
trol as  the  slave  code;  if,  refusing  to  confiscate 
abandoned  plantations,  it  shall  merely  retain  them 
or  relet  them  under  a  transient  lease,  while  the 
labor  of  whole  sections  is  without  homesteads  to 
attach  them  to  new  modes  of  life  and  industry; 
if  it  shall  persist  in  excluding  by  trade  regulations 
the  loyal  migrations  of  the  free  States  eager  to 
enter  upon  settlement  or  traffic  or  production  or 
creating,  wealth  in  its  varied  shapes;  if  it  shall 
persist  in  inviting  back  to  resume  arms  and  fran- 
chises and  ownerships  and  social  control  those 
i'n  sympathy  with  the  rebellion,  with  no  better 
securities  against  reactions  and  subjugations  of 
loyalty,  and  reenslavement  under  new  names, 
than  it  had  against  rebellion  in  the  first  instance, 
what  but  military  failure  can  ensue?  Armies 
thrown  back  have  no  supports,  long  lines  of  com- 
munication are  exposed  to  danger  with  none  to 
give  notice  of  its  approach,  and  each  campaign 
has  in  addition  to  the  exigencies  of  active  service 
to  people  with  its  armies  all  the  conquests  gone 
before.  Another  result  of  such  policies  is  that  it 
will  rapidly  place  in  antagonism  to  all  such  ad- 
ministration those  of  the  population  whose  loy- 
alty is  most  signalized  by  their  devotion  to  free- 
dom. They  will  detect  the  counterfeit  promptly, 
and  will  see  their  own  doom  written  in  its  success. 
They  will  understand  that  such  a  reconstruction, 
such  a  placing  of  the  court  cards  on  top  again, 
may  be  very  conservative  to  all  seeming,  very 
generous  to  rebels,  but  is  death  to  loyal  citizens. 
They  will  know  that  such  freedom  means  slavery 
under  new  conditions  and  names,  and  that  when 
Federal  authority  is  withdrawn  no  consideration 
will  be  extended  to  them.  The  result  will  be  to 
bring  the  administration  of  the  Government  into 
more  or  less  affiliation  with  the  enemies  of  free- 
dom and  progress,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for 
compromises  with  rebellion.  But  the  thought  of 
this  people — that  thought  wliich  is  enshrined  in 
their  progress — will  bear  with  no  such  outcome. 
The  future  of  this  Republic  will  never  bo  per- 
mitted to  repose  on  the  oaths  of  those  who  have 
already  violated  the  most  sacred  compacts.  On 
the  contrary,  the  ending  must  be  a  conquest,  not 
a  compromise.  The  policies  of  freedom  must 
be  ingrained  into  the  new  life  of  the  heretofore 
enslaved  sections  by  methods  as  deliberate  as  they 
are  to  be  irresistible;  with  a  warm  sympathy,  an 
unrelaxed  vigor,  and  a  decision  that  knows  no 
faltering. 

II.  The  second  marked  characteristic  in  the 
great  progress  which  is  swelling  forward,  over- 
turning old  modes  of  thought,  conscripting  con- 
stitutions, and  remodeling  the  functions  of  gov- 
ernment, m  an  enkindled  nationality.  Out  of 
the  very  burning  and  fire-fi-oth  of  sectionalism 
springs  the  ideal  of  a  true  nation.  The  supreme 
democracy,  which  has  been  smothered  so  long 
under  names  and  parties  and  cunning  issues,  has 
in  these  disturbed  times  recognized  itself,  and  de- 


mands as  its  exponent  a  jiolitical  form  coexten- 
sive with  the  country  and  imperial  as  itself.  It 
does  not  need  to  tread  back  into  the  old  exploded 
days  to  tell  how  unutterably  the  slave  system  that 
stained  our  name  and  wrecked  our  Federal  unity 
has  ever  held  in  dread  the  undefiled  democratic 
principle;  how  it  has  sought  under  a  like  nomen- 
clature to  palm  off  something  other  in  its  stead; 
how  it  has  labored  to  divert  it  in  to  other  channels  of 
foreign  conquest  rather  than  home  assertion;  how 
it  has  manacled  it  with  chains  of  local  organiza- 
tion and  demoralized  it  with  the  spoils  of  office. 
The  recorded  debates  of  this  Senate  will  show  far 
back  how  such  fear  ever  haunted  those  leaders 
who  have  now  taken  a  last  appeal  from  democ- 
racy to  war.  At  the  point  where  rebellion  began 
they  recognized  perfectly  that  if  they  were  to  pre- 
serve intact  the  slave  system  from  being  obliter- 
ated by  the  progress  of  a  plebeian  public  will,  it 
must  be  done  by  resort  to  violence  and  terror. 
They  chose  that  resort  deliberately,  not  foolishly, 
and  have  stood  to  it  with  conviction  and  courage. 
It  was  the  irrepressible  conflict.  And  the  antag- 
onism is  manifest  now  in  the  throes  of  an  unpar- 
alleled struggle  still  more  than  in  the  plastic  days 
of  peace;  for  with  them  development  has  shaped 
their  slavery  into  confederate  despotism,  while 
here  revolution  uprises  into  nationality.  The 
latent  sympathy  of  this  American  people,  the  feel- 
ing of  brotherhood,  the  need  of  unity,  at  length 
demands  and  will  have  clear,  emphatic  type  as  a 
nation.  What  other  is  the  meaning  of  this  so 
rapid  resumption  of  sovereign  right  in  all  depart- 
ments of  the  Government?  Drawing  a  sustenance 
no  longerfrom  the  customs  but  from  the  firesides, 
substituting  national  paper-credits  for  all  other 
currencies,  levying  armies  directly  by  conscrip- 
tions, not  remotely  by  contingents,  organizing 
vast  industries,  mortgaging  the  next  age  to  its 
debt,  and  enforcing  its  law  as  highest  law  even  in 
matters  of  personal  liberty — these  are  but  as  outer 
garments  of  an  inner  form  already  instinct  with 
life.  Nor  is  this  a  completion.  So  much  has 
been  realized,  while  in  the  future  still  more  im- 
pends. The  industrial  relations  of  reconquered 
territories,  inauguration  of  majestic  commercial 
ways,  settlements  affecting  multitudes  of  people, 
and  vast  undeveloped  wealth,  are  in  its  hands. 
Again,  consider  the  changed  relations  of  here- 
tofore self-styled  sovereign  States.  Much  has 
been  said  during  the  shadowing  forth  of  this  new 
phase  ofour  political  life  of  the  "suicide  of  States," 
and  in  groping  down  into  the  rubbish  of  the  time 
it  has  been  deemed  needful  to  affix  names  and  hy- 
potheses to  ascertained  results.  But  what  needs? 
That  no  authority  has  been  asked  or  resistance 
heeded  from  any  State  in  enforcing  national  poli- 
cies is  literally  true,  and  that  such  enforcement  is 
inconsistent  with  any  recognized  vitality  in  Slate 
organization  other  than  a  strictly  suboitlinatc  one 
none  will  controvert.  Call  it,  then,  suicide  or 
subordination,  the  implication  is  the  same.  In- 
deed, it  is  realized  on  every  side  that  what  was 
heretofore  held  up  as  "State,"  with  assumption 
of  a  coequal  or  antagonistic  control  as  such,  is 
gone  down  in  the  mighty  tread  of  this  people 
marching  on  to  deliverance.  Commonwealths 
may  exist,  may  be  revived,  may  do  functional 
work,  may  coQperate  in  subordinate  orbits,  but 
their  so-called  sovereignty  assuredly  is  suicided. 
State  sovereignty,  the  leash  sought  to  be  put  on 
the  democracy  of  the  nation;  State  sovereignty, 
the  baiuier  of  the  oligarchs  in  their  war  on  free- 
dom; State  sovereignty,  the  archetype  of  disunion 
and  disintegration,  lias  become  a  myth  and  a  fable, 
and  in  the  stead  of  its  many  idols  there  shines 
forth  the  one  splendor  and  power  of  a  national 
sovereignty  foreordained  to  conquest.  Siirh  is 
the  outgrowth.  Substantially  it  is  the  expression 
in  advance  of  that  which  is  to  follow  in  due  time 
by  its  appointed  courses — the  continental  re- 
public. It  is  the  highest  tyjie  of  nationality, 
bounded  by  no  fixed  frontier  of  impassable  pre- 
judice, but  representative  of  whoever  may  assim- 
ilate under  its  standard  ;  for  while  Eurojican  rulers 
are  seeking  to  bolster  themselves  with  nativeisms, 
and  to  render  synonymous  nationalities  and  races, 
it  is  ours  to  as.scrt  the  larger  and  truer  nationality 
of  free  principles  and  dec  men.  Nor  docs  this 
connect  simply  with  geographical  progress  or  en- 
danger compactness  of  guidance  and  con/trol;  for 
as  its  birth  is  from  the  people,  so  will  it  reflect 
their  positioning.  Democracy  is  its  parent — de- 
mocracy that  asserts  and  recognizes  itself  again 
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in  tlie  lusty  turmoil  of  our  great  commotions — 
and  democracy  means  numbers,  and  numbers  gov- 
ern from  the  center  outward, and  not  jiig-handle- 
wise  from  any  remote  source.  Tlius  we  see,  and 
the  fact  is  significani,  in  the  vast  ini|H\lses  g:iven 
to  freedom  policies,  war  policies,  and  national 
policies  in  the  great  basin  of  the  Mississippi,  with 
Its  fifteen  mi-Uions  of  population,  new  illustration 
of  the  democratic  force  and  faith  of  the  people. 
Go  forward  furthermore,  make  dense  that  popu- 
lation, intensify  tlie  life  of  the  recovered  Stales, 
enumerate  fifty  million  rather  than  fifteen  million, 
and  consider  of  the  result.  Power  there,  gov- 
ernment there,  democratic  organism  there,  repos- 
ing on  rural  and  industrial  masses,  will  abjure  the 
monarchies  of  special  interests  that  have  sat  around 
the  edges  clutching  at  control,  and  coerce  the  Re- 
public into  healthy  action  throughout. 

Originating  thus,  this  new  development  of  a  na- 
tional unity  will  require  no  after-molding  to  make 
it  representative  in  its  promptings.  It  will  be  a 
form  of  organized  popular  thought  that  will  dic- 
tate to  Cabinets  and  Administrations  other  poli- 
cies than  those  of  this  hour;  that  will  look  out- 
ward as  well  as  inward,  and  if  it  accept  its  mis- 
sion of  a  continental  republic  will  be  prompt  to 
recognize  the  antagonisms  erecting  beyond  and 
around  us,  no  less  than  the  incongruitiesabolish- 
ing  within  our  ]3rescnt  confines.  Be  sure  it  will 
prove  no  respecter  of  a  diplomatic  coiuiection  that 
I'loks  ever  bacJcward  and  never  forward;  that  mul- 
tiplies its  embassadors  and  its  plenipotentiaries, 
tailed  out  a  hundred-fold  by  suites  and  attaches, 
and  numberless  commercial  agents,  to  connect  a 
shipping  interest  with  twenty  million  artisans  of 
Europe;  but  apologizes  through  a  couple  of  min- 
isters and  half  a  dozen  consuls  for  its  failure  to 
unite  our  vast  production  and  manufacture  with 
the  three  hundred  million  machineless  consum- 
ers around  the  Patific  circle.  Be  sure  likewise 
it  will  not  fail  to  note  and  resent  the  intrusion  of 
transatlantic  monarchies  to  crush  out  a  republic 
in  Mexico,  seize  on  the  islands  of  the  Gulf,  and 
fortify  a  thousand  miles  of  sea-coast  threatening 
the  line  of  our  interoceanic  communication. 
France,  Spain,  England,  a  triple  alliance,  eager 
and  watchful  for  the  death  of  discordant  belliger- 
ent States,  will  have  to  confront  for  their  conquests 
a  nation  rising  as  a  phcenix,  writing  Freedom  on 
its  flag,  and  fraternizing  with  liberty  in  all  lands. 

Anil  with  equal  if  not  still  greater  scrutiny  will 
the  new-born  aspiration  for  national  life  look  with- 
in to  shape  the  expression  and  the  correlations  on 
which  its  future  must  repose.  The  fact  that  we 
have  never  been  a  nation  heretofore,  thatin  three 
quarters  of  a  century  we  have  achieved  no  indi- 
viduality, that  our  civilization  has  been  insignifi- 
catit  and  transient  and  barren,  only  sharpens  the 
zest  for  a  future  of  enduring  accomplishment. 
That,  such  a  future  cannot  be  predicated  on  dis- 
tinctions of  race,  on  subordination  of  classes,  on 
the  accidentsof  lineage  or  tongue  or  clime,  neither 
upon  enslavement  in  any  name  of  wealth  or  caste 
or  condition — all  this  is  certain,  for  it  has  been 
tried  and  failed;  has  once  been  inoculated  into 
the  sy.stem  to  cure  our  social  disease,  but  instead 
of  healing  has  run  into  thi.s  putrid  eruption  that 
threatens  us  with  anarchic  death.  That  new  life 
must  be  founded  on  assimilations,  not  antago- 
nisms, on  an  ingrown  unity,  not  irreconcilable 
contradiction.  The  lowly  must  be  exalted,  the 
depressed  raised  up,  the  ignorant  educated,  the 
slave  freed,  the  chattel  humanized,  and  a  demo- 
cratic equality  before  the  law  obtain  for  all  men. 
The  people  must  have  fraternity  as  well  as  solidar- 
ity; each  must  be  a  multiple  of  the  whole.  Just 
now  amalgamation  is  the  ghost  in  grave-clothes 
that  walks  to  terrify  and  afli'right,  as  if  the  very 
nation  were  not  already  an  amalgam  of  all  peo- 
ples, as  if  for  generations  heretofore  there  had  not 
been  tlii.'!  same  dwelling  togetherside  by  sidothat 
is  to  \)o  hereafter.  Slavery  feared  not  amalgama- 
tion; shall  freedom  then  be  a  greater  coward? 
Neither  akins,  nor  colors,  nor  castes  can  determ- 
ine here.  The  body-politic  that  shall  sustain 
fiuch  nationality  as  ours  is  foreordained  to  be  mu.st 
furthermore  absorb  all  increments  as  they  come, 
nnd  not  require  an  anaconda  torfior  of  five  orseven 
or  twenty  years  to  determine  the  natural  rights 
of  man,  hi.s  right  to  be  one  in  any  aggregate  of 
many.  All  such  limitation  on  citizenship  will 
pn.sH  awny  nndir  attrition  of  growth.  The  open 
door  of  the  Republic  will  invite  the  ojjprc.sscu  of 
every  laud  to  sepk  asylum  and  enter  upon  the  en- 


joyment of  liberty.  Impartial  justice  will  stand 
ready  to  succor  and  to  aid  all  who  shall  appeal 
from  wrong  or  violence  or  intimidation.  And 
that  grand  future  of  democratic  unity  will  arrive 
when  our  people  of  all  lineage  and  every  type 
shall  meet  on  the  plane  of  equal  rights  to  attest  a 
nationality  that  will  stand  out  a  waymark  to  the 
centuries. 

111.  The  third  and  completing  symbol  of  the 
outcome  of  these  times  will  be  found  to  indicate 
the  instauration  here  of  Christian  Government, 
founded  upon,  indwelling  with,  and  springing  out 
of  the  divine  justices — Government  recognizing 
that  in  the  affairs  of  nations,  as  in  those  of  indi- 
viduals, there  is  one  equality  tliat  comes  of  the 
equality  of  creation,  there  is  one  right,  avenger 
on  compromises,  which  is  the  supreme  right,  there 
is  one  law,  which  must  ever  be,  as  ilever  has  been, 
a  higher  law.  And  they  are  to  become  practice, 
not  merely  theory.  These  are  earnest  days  in 
the  life-experiences  of  our  people,  and  in  this  Sen- 
ate, as  abroad  throughout  the  land,  the  most  im- 
portant fact  around  and  about  you  is  not  always 
your  law  of  yesterday,  or  your  tax  of  to-mor- 
row, or  your  conscription  of  the  month  hence;  it 
is  not  the  vote  here,  or  the  battle  yonder;  but  it 
is  the  spirit  of  this  jiation  that  upholds  these 
things,  and  out  of  which  they  flow — the  spirit  that 
buoys  you.  Senators,  into  this  upper  air,  and 
without  which,  or  false  to  which,  you  will  sink  as 
empty,  collapsed  bladders.  It  is  in  obedience  to 
such  recognition  that  now  you  hasten  to  do  that 
which  but  lately  you  refused  to  do,  nay,  declared 
by  resolution  just  repealed  that  you  never  would 
do.  These  are  earnest  days,  let  me  repeat  it,  out 
ofwhich  are  comingconvictions  that  will  not  bear 
to  be  trifled  with;  and  as  it  has  become  an  ac- 
cepted faith,  the  idea  of  nationality,  that  our  being 
and  the  being  of  the  nation  are  one  and  insepa- 
rable for  good  and  for  evil,  so  it  will  further  ap- 
pear that  the  existence  on  which  we  are  entering 
as  a  great  people  is  no  half  life,  made  up  only  of 
the  vicissitudes  of  protection  and  the  exaction  of 
revenues,  but  must  be  blended  in  with  those  deeper 
feelings  and  outlooks  and  coworkings  that  en- 
noble and  make  sublimecommunities  of  men  and 
thatentwine  enduring  hopes  with  cheering  duties. 

Nor  is  this  simply  affirmation,  unsupported  by 
substantial  experiences  of  history.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  the  very  epitome  of  what  is  memora- 
ble and  held  in  veneration  out  of  all  annals.  Never 
yet  at  any  time  have  the  aspirations  of  a  whole 
people  after  enlarged  liberties  been  dissociate  from 
the  yearning  for  a  more  clear  affinity  between 
God  and  Government.  And  can  any  fail  to  see 
the  clear  evidence  of  the  same  gleamings  along 
our  horizon?  The  voices  now  that  are  touched 
with  truest  eloquence  are  they  that  have  come  up 
out  of  tribulation  for  conscience'sake  in  the  past. 
Fi'om  the  jmlpit,  as  in  all  periods  of  unrest,  pro- 
ceed the  foremost  words  of  guidance — from  the 
pulpit  that  preaches  )iolilics,as  some  have  it;  that 
preaches  rather  our  God-wrought  relations  to  fel- 
low-men equally  with  those  to  a  future  state,  as 
others  more  clearly  interpret.  Those  grand  old 
mother  words  of  justice  and  truth  and  brother- 
hood begin  to  have  meaning  anew,  kindled  up  in 
them  by  the  liglit  that  is  breaking  out  around. 
The  nation  is  palling  on  its  Puritanism.  Thanks- 
givings appoint  themselves  unitedly.  Days  of 
supplication  are  become  somewhat  more  than  hol- 
idays. The  bowing  down  has  ceased  to  be  a  mock- 
ery in  the  presence  of  the  multitudinous  remem- 
bered dead;  and  even  they  who  heretofore  have 
been  accounted  most  indillerenl  begin  to  hold  to 
a  realizing  conviction  that  God  does  direct  the 
aff'airs  of  nations  by  Ilisspecial  providences.  The 
scoffers  have  had  their  generation,  and  we  are  re- 
turned upon  a  period  of  faith.  These  things  arc 
plain  beibi'e  lis,  to  be  seen  of  all.  Have  they, 
then,  no  significance?  Do  they  point  to  no  new 
time?  Are  tln^y  to  be  swallowed  up  in  reactions 
as  godless  as  the  past  in  our  Government?  Will 
the  endurances  through  which  we  have  passed 
h.ave  no  moral  impress?  Is  there  to  be  no  higher 
record  of  the  deliverances  from  great  perils  than 
that  of  the  statute-book?  Can  it  be  possible  that 
the  deep  moving  of  the  spirit  of  this  |)eonle  whirh 
has  accomplished  so  much  of  work  ayu  worship 
shall  take  no  permanent  form  that  may  transmit 
it  to  posterity  ?  No!  it  cannot  be  thus;  it  never 
has  been  liius.  It  will  not  be  in  vain  that  wc  have 
learned  so  nniny  lessons  of  liumiliation  na  well  as 
experienced  so  many  signal  mercies.    ThcBCurlet 


sins  of  the  past  stand  revealed  and  abashed.  Is 
it  presumptuous  pharisaical  vanity  of  race — how 
has  it  been  cast  down  in  the  necessity  of  resort  to 
the  armed  intervention  of  another  and  much  dis- 
credited race  to^BSsist  in  final  suppression  of  the 
rebellion!  Is  it  pride  of  civilization — how  has 
it  been  at  fault  in  the  presence  of  so  great  perils 
and  the  appeal  for  solution  to  the  barbarisms  of 
force,  tlie  coarsest  methods  of  untutored  nature! 
Is  it  reliance  upon  complex  machinerj^  of  Govern- 
ment, the  balances  of  political  science,  the  trick 
of  names  and  forms — how  brief  has  been  the  de- 
lusion,and  how  complete  the  undeceiving, show- 
ing that  all  votings  and  ballotings  and  adjuslings 
of  powers  and  solemn  constitution-makmg  will 
never  neutralize  a  received  falsehood  or  equalize 
the  scale  of  right  and  wrong!  Turn  where  you 
will,  the  lesson  is  the  same,  that  it  is  not  in  de- 
parture from  but  in  conformity  to  divine  precept 
that  a  nation  will  find  its  prosperity;  that  there 
is  a  law  of  retribution  for  the  sin  of  a  people  as 
of  a  person,  and  that  it  is  only  by  cleaving  to  the 
right  at  every  sacrifice  that  any  hope  of  a  broad, 
enduring  unity  can  be  justified. 

It  was  a  declaration  that  led  Lip  to  much  thought 
and  was significantof  much  which  lias  since  trans- 
pired, that  this  nation  could  not  endure  half  free 
and  half  slave,  that  one  or  the  other  would  be  su- 
preme. But  it  is  a  truth  of  far  deeper  significance 
tliat  this  nation  will  not  long  survive  as  such  with 
no  God  anywhere  in  its  Constitution,  with  policies 
shamelessly  substituted  for  duties,  and  with  a  Gov- 
ernment the  antithesis  rather  than  the  exponent 
of  any  aspiration  of  the  people  for  higherdevelop- 
ment  as  a  free  Christian  State.  The  end  of  such 
conjunctions  must  be  desolatinganarchy,  and  will 
be  fatal  to  all  respect  for  authority.  What  other 
is  the  meaning  of  that  strange  and  stupendous  de- 
moralization which  has  characterized  the  admin- 
istration of  public  affairs  in  these  United  States 
as  the  result  of  three  quarters  of  a  century  of 
growth  ?  Without  doubt  ours  has  been  for  many 
years  the  worst  governed  community  on  the  face 
of  the  globe,  in  all  aspects  of  official  conduct. 
Fraud  and  peculation  and  neglect  and  waste  and 
indulgence  and  nepotism  and  intrigue  and  time- 
serving,and  all  the  calendarof  crimes, do  ourgov- 
erning.  Towns  and  cities  and  States,  with  mul- 
tiplied charters  and  checks,  have  all  taken  the 
saine  character, fallen  to  alarge  extent  under  sinis- 
ter control,  become  asylumsof  corruptions,  are  a 
jeer  and  a  byword  of  reproach.  Names  of  police- 
man, alderman.  Congressman  bear  a  stain.  When 
quit  of  his  vocation  the  curious  ask,  "  Is  he  hon- 
est?" Politics  have  become  a  filthy  pool,  in  whose 
waters  the  good  and  brave  shrink  to  be  immersed. 
And  this  in  its  entirety  is  the  result  of  a  practical 
atheism  ingovcrnmcnl.  The  ignoring  of  any  moral 
responsibility  in  the  State  entails  the  absence  of 
any  practical  morality  in  its  administration.  What 
other  could  be  the  outcome  of  such  national  apos- 
tasy than  the  national  demoralization  upon  which 
we  have  fallen?  And  from  whence  are  wc  to  ex- 
pect any  reform  ?  Be  sure  it  will  not  be  from  con- 
tinuance in  such  courses.  Half  a  century  more 
of  like  degeneration  and  what  of  good  is  left  in 
the  land  will  revoltfrom  such  dominion,  preferring 
death  to  abject  disgrace.  Human  nature  cannot  . 
stand  it.  This,  then,  is  the  momentous  question  of 
ourpeople  in  the  present  hour,  and  how  best  to  re- 
turn to  other  ideas  of  government,  and  other  bases 
of  public  administration,  challenges  all  their  fore- 
thought and  endeavor,  all  their  humility  and  en- 
treaty. And  it  is  because  the  evil  lies  deeper  than 
menor  offices  that  itdemands  such  inquest.  Itis 
not  only  that  pure  men  shall  be  put  in  office,  or  that 
there  be  pure  offices  to  put  them  in;  but  the  con- 
trolling thought  over  men  and  offices  must  be  of 
that  purity  which  recognizes  a  tribunal  before 
which  no  deceit  prospereth.  Indeed  there  is  no 
refuge  for  any  nation  out  of  such  a  low  estate  but 
in  Despotism  to  constrain  probity,  or  Christianity 
to  inspire  purity;  and  for  democracy,  such  as 
ours,  where  the  rule  is  with  the  many,  the  latter 
is  tlie  only  safety.  And  how  true  in  this,  as  in 
all  things  else,  is  the  instinct  of  peoples;  how 
clearly  docs  the  great  heart  of  the  multitudes  in 
this  day  of  revolution  recognize  such  dependence, 
nnd  how  st('rnly  is  it  putting  on  the  armor  of 
Faith  for  the  conflict  with  corrujHion,  and  bow- 
ing down  before  God  to  search  out  conformity  to 
His  eternal  laws!  The  many  are  not  blinded,  but 
clearly  see  irrepressible  conflict  between  a  nation 
to  be  saved  and  a  Government  to  be  damned.    Not 
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that  the  obsolete  type  of  Church  and  State  will 
be  revived  in  our  Republic,  not  that  formalisms 
of  creed  find  ritual  shall  be  enacted  or  set  up 
in  the  stead  of  departed  convictions,  but  some- 
thing more  and  other  than  all  this,  in  the  repudia- 
tion of  those  falsities  that  are  the  parlance  of  cab- 
inets and  the  resorts  of  administration,  in  the 
absolute  reception  and  enforcement  of  that  im- 
partial justice  and  brotherhood  which  makes  the 
true  social  slate,  and  in  the  elevation  to  control 
and  authority  in  the  nation  of  the  same  moralities 
and  Christianized  public  thought,  which  is  ever 
the  highest  and  last  appeal  among  the  consciences 
of  men. 

iVlr.  President,  it  has  been  endeavored  by  the 
foregoing  analysis  to  set  forth  the  three  distinct- 
ive features  which  characterize  the  movement 
and  the  time  wherein  we  are  called  to  act  or  to 
suffer.  If  the  views  which  have  been  advanced 
be  true,  if  the  requirements  of  faith,  and  freedom, 
and  nationality  be  not  exaggerated,  then  it  is 
equally  true  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  con- 
summating legislation  here  that  shall  directly  con- 
form to  the  end  at  which  we  must  arrive  if  we  are 
not  to  perish  utterly.  We  may  notrightfully  put 
off  for  accomplishment  three  years  hence  that 
which  beckons  as  the  duty  of  the  hour.  Direct 
dealing  with  the  wrongs  of  this  land  must  be  had  by 
the  nation 's  Congress,  regardless  of  the  traditions 
of  local  Jurisdiction  and  with  absolute  shaking  off 
of  thcloul  heathenism  of  property  in  man.  Under 
the  system  of  biennial  Legislatures,  amid  the 
chances  of  political  opposition,  in  face  of  disor- 
ganized States,  a  period  equal  to  thatduring  which 
the  war  has  already  existed  would  have  to  trans- 
pire before  you  could  perfect  freedom  by  any 
constitutional  amendment.  The  assent  of  threeP 
fourths  ol' the  States  cannot  be  sooner  had.  But 
the  emergency  is  pressing;  the  benefit  of  such  in- 
vigoration  is  needed  now.  Nor  is  there  any  other 
reliance.  Senators  declare  here  daily  in  confer- 
ence an  unwillingness  to  trust  this  question  to  the 
manipulations  of  a  discordatit  Cabinet  or  an  in- 
decisive Executive — an  Administration  dragged 
into  freedom  policies  and  never  there  throughout- 
spoken  conviction.  Why  hesitate  then  to  act? 
You  cannot  doubt  the  future.  It  is  unwarranted 
moreover  to  assume  that  such  enactment  will  be 
fruf3tratod  by  hostile  decisions  hereafter.  The  Su- 
preme Court  will  do  in  the  future,  rest  assured,  as 
it  has  done  in  the  past — will  conform  to  accom- 
plished facts  and  a  clearly  delivered  public  will 
that  shall  make  immediate  ending  of  slave  sys- 
tems. It  is  only  halting  policies  here  that  can 
justify  it  in  further  equivocation,  or  tempt  it  to 
brave  annihilation  by  decreeing  that  scarce  con- 
ceivable outrage  of  the  reiinslavement  of  four  mil- 
lion human  beings. 

But  if  there  is  one  conclusion  more  worthy  than 
another  to  be  deduced  from  a  review  of  the  forces 
that  surround  us  and  the  needs  that  impend  over 
us,  it  is  that  this  is  no  time  for  halting  policies. 
Whatever  personates  torpor  or  stagnation  or  re- 
action must  be  put  aside,  whether  in  the  shape 
of  legislation,  or  administering,  or  partyism,  or 
thought.  And  this  is  not  optional  but  impera- 
tive, untler  the  penalty  of  other  contortion  and 
convulsion  hereafter.  The  active  regeneration 
which  must  take  place  in  the  nation,  wliich  must 
mold  institutions  and  reform  peoples,  must  obtain 
equally  in  the  methods  of  political  procedure  as 
in  the  conduct  of  official  affairs.  The  intimate 
blending  which  exists  between  party  organism 
and  governmental  control,  making  the  one  shadow 
of  the  other,  is  such  that  inasmuch  as  the  vices 
of  the  former  soon  reap[)car  in  the  latter,  so  like- 
v/ise  the  changes  and  progressions  demanded  in 
administration  will  have  their  first  and  foremost 
manifesting  in  the  shapings  of  political  associa- 
tion. Thus  it  is  that  signs  of  decay  and  super- 
sedure  in  old  parties  become  pi'oofof  real  advance 
and. conquest  in  national  development  and  exalta- 
tion. Nowhere  and  at  no  time  has  this  been  more 
visible  than  licre  and  now.  In  no  field  of  human 
affairs  is  revolution  more  palpable  than  in  the  par- 
lyi.srns  of  the  age,  and  yet  in  no  sphere  is  there  so 
great  an  effort  to  ignore  any  transformation  or  re- 
casting— to  repel  the  entrance  of  truth  into  politics. 
Astute  londoi-s  of  the  management — astute  at  least 
according  to  the  esteem  of  their  class — go  burrow- 
ing back  into  old  cheateries  for  a  narne,  or  a  dis- 
guise, or  a  platfcM-m.and  think  they  have  achieved 
a  success  when  they  have  issued  only  a  platitude. 
Vain  delusion,  to  believe  that  such  idle  formula.s 


will  deceive  any;  that  a  crafty  guile  which  sub- 
stitutes a  nomenclature  for  a  principle  will  have 
force  in  this  day  of  the  upturning  of  old  forms; 
tliat  the  conventionalisms  of  political  thought  will 
supersede  an  individuality  of  judgment  and  pur- 
pose never  before  so  prevalent  among  all  ranks 
as  in  this  struggle.  On  the  contrary,  the  shams 
of  the  hustings  equally  with  the  shams  of  govern- 
ment must  be  discarded  by  those  who  would  ap- 
proach the  people. 

Talk  not,  then,  of  your  Union  party,  or  your 
Republican  party,  or  your  Democratic  slavery 
party:  the  phrases  now  are  meaningless,  have 
become  idle  parodies  on  all  earnest  effort.  As 
well  go  masquerading  in  the  clothes  of  your  an- 
cestry. You  have  a  Radical  party  and  a  Conserv- 
ative party,  and  none  other  in  this  nation  at  this 
time.  That  is  the  line  of  demarkation  along  which 
readjustment  is  actually  taking  place,  and  it  is  in 
presence  of  the  real  combat,  where  conflict  clears 
up  theory,  that  you  will  find  the  true  positioning 
of  the  politics  of  the  country.  The  former  marches 
under  the  one  banner  of  immediate  freedom  as  es- 
sential to  assure  progress;  the  other  under  many 
flags  to  preserve  sectionalisms,  falsify  democra- 
cies, invite  foreign  interventions,  and  betray  the 
hope  of  the  people.  The  one  would  grapple  to 
the  future  and  its  precious  promises  by  every 
mode  and  at  all  cost;  the  other  would  cash  now 
the  revolution,  and  that  at  a  heavy  discount,  to 
buy  or  retain  office  and  power.  The  one  is  born 
of  faith,  the  other  is  the  bastard  scion  and  repre- 
sentative of  compromise.  One  is  the  advance, 
the  other  is  the  reaction.  And  here,  as  in  all 
things  else  that  are  to  meetsolution,  absolute  ve- 
racities must  prevail;  and  the  effort  to  substitute 
unreal  issues  for  the  vital  problems  that  touch 
upon  the  life  wrestle  of  this  nation  will  ignomin- 
iously  fail.  As  you  have  changed  in  all  other  re- 
lations, in  constitutionalisms,  in  national  control, 
in  foreign  outlook,  in  domestic  policies,  so  must 
you  change  in  partyisms  and  conform  to  that 
which  is  at  issue,  not  varnish  up  the  dead  past. 

Without  doubt,  if  truth  were  paramount  it 
would  disclose  that  the  inner  thought  which  bur- 
dens here  each  mind  to-day,  which  gives  its  own 
color  to  speech  and  action,  though  carefully  con- 
cealed from  expression,  is  this:  who  shall  rule 
this  Republic  for  the  presidential  term  next  to 
come?  That  is  the  kernel  of  party,  and  its  im- 
portance is  manifest  in  that  it  is  the  dominant  idea 
prevalent  with  yourselves.  And  rightfully  so,  for 
it  is  charged  with  tjje  fateof  the  future.  But  you 
cannot  compromise  your  thought  here  by  accept- 
ing old  solutions  for  new  enigmas.  In  periods 
of  such  turmoil  and  danger,  persons  and  policies 
are  tried  by  to-day  and  to-morrow,  not  by  de- 
parted years.  Therefore  it  is  that  incumbents 
have  no  claim,  that  mediocrity  cannot  stand  for 
merit,  and  that  unionisms  in  platform  and  circu- 
lar mean  nothing,  since  the  electoral  dispute  in 
this  behalf  is  not  whether  there  shall  be  a  Union, 
but  what  the  character  of  that  Union  shall  be: 
whether  it  shall  be  based  on  incongruity,  social  an- 
tagonisms, compromise  with  hostile  elements,  or 
whether  it  shall  be  rounded  into  the  symmetry  of 
absolute  freedom,  unified  by  homogeneous  struc- 
ture, and  coercing  its  public  life  into  strictest  ve- 
racities, rather  than  the  loose  mockeries  and  half 
truths  of  heretofore.  In  other  words,  in  the  sep- 
arations of  to-day,  in  th.e  struggle  for  power,  in 
the  divisions  of  opinion,  there  is  only  the  alterna- 
tion between  a  Radical  party  and  a  Conservative 
party,  because  there  is  only  the  alternative  be- 
tween progress  and  reaction.  See  this  verified  in 
the  facts  transpiring  before  your  eyes,  which  you 
cannot  be  ignorant  of,  but  perhaps  are  not  solicit- 
ous to  comment  on.  To-day  your  Administra- 
tion is  seeking  to  connect  itself  with  whatever  is 
conservative  in  the  land  to  secure  a  reelection. 
Its  most  decided  proclamations  are  either  called 
in  question  by  the  President  or  rendered  nugatory 
by  half-hearted  execution.  Its  aimounced  poli- 
cies are  those  of  amnesty  for  rebels,  war  and  re- 
juilsion  for  radicals.  Its  accredited  spokesmen 
are  the  revilers  of  whatfreedom  has  accomplished, 
the  traducers  of  flll  the  advance  met)  of  this  age. 
If  that  is  to  be  the  Administration  of  the  future,  so 
vouched  for  and  dominated, in  what  will  it  differ 
from  a  reaction,  a  compromise,  a  surrender? 
Shall  we  never  learn,  even  in  the  midst  of  such 
experiences?  Bethink  you  how  every  progress 
in  our  national  attitude  for  three  years  past  has 
come  up  out  of  disaster  to  our  arms,  has  been  a 


torn,  reluctant  consent  only  yielded  to  our  des- 
perate misfortunes.  Is  it  a  sufficient  answer  to 
all  that  to  say,  "And  yet  there  has  been  progress 
at  last?"  Go  count  the  two  hundred  thousand 
dead  such  a  method  of  progress  has  cost;  go  visit 
the  mourning  firesides  that  are  fitting  other  sons 
for  new  sacrifice  under  the  call  for  an  additional 
half  million  of  soldiers,  and  you  will  learn  very 
surely  that,  however  prompt  to  sustain  the  nation 
in  the  hour  of  its  peril, .loyalty  does  not  indorse 
that  paralysis  which  has  brooded  over  its  effort, 
and  will  never,  never,  never  consent  to  renew 
that  control  which  has  made  lethargic  civil  poli- 
cies the  sure  precursor  of  military  miscarriage. 

With  such  as  the  attitude  and  such  as  the  issue, 
does  got  a  grave  responsibility  rest  then  on  those 
called  here  to  reflect  the  public  will?  And  how, 
Senators,  will  you  meet  it?  Will  you  yield  to  in- 
decision and  shake  hands  with  reaction,  or  will 
you  promptly  come  up  to  the  requirement  of  these 
times,  accept  the  mission  of  the  Revolution,  enact 
freedom,  conform  to  veracity,  and  organize  radi- 
calism into  a  party  and  a  power  to  take  charge  of 
the  future?  If  only  this  Congress  shall  be  true 
and  earnest  in  legislation  now,  if  you  shall  be  out- 
spoken and  free-spoken  in  this  cause,  we  will  do 
much  toward  inaugurating, for  the  contestof  prin- 
ciple that  impends  in  the  country,  true  issues,  and 
by  consequence  will  have' a  true  heroism  embod- 
ied in  the  popular  choice.  If  you  are  false,  if  you 
are  hesitant,  if  you  fear  to  stand  avouched  soldiers 
of  progress,  you  and  I  and  all  others  with  similar 
responsibility  upon  them  deserve  to  have  sham 
leaders  palmed  off  upon  us,  and  will  only  succeed 
in  carrying  into  the  future  the  sloth,  incertitude, 
enforced  compliance,  lukewarm  performance,  and 
unparalleled  sacrifices  of  the  past. 

Nor  in  the  better  part,  in  the  true  organism  of 
the  radical  faith  of  the  people  into  an  active  shape, 
ready  to  battle  and  to  govern,  to  administer  either 
peace  or  war  with  thoroughness  and  direction,  will 
those  who  shall  contribute  toward  it  be  without 
support  in  the  country.  There  is  much  of  earn- 
est work  doing  everywhere  among  men,  and 
rest  assured  that  this  pivotal  point  of  earnest  ef- 
fort for  the  future  is  not  devoid  of  care  or  interest. 
While  the  chief  priests  of  conservatism  are  inter- 
rogating the  various  State  Legislatures  and  other 
assembly  bodies  for  favorable  responses,  like 
Roman  augurs  examining  the  flight  of  birds  or 
the  entrails  of  oxen,  on  the  other  hand  the  loy- 
alty of  the  land  is  knitting  itself  together  by  mu- 
tual "  covenant"  with  afirmness  and  a  touch  that 
will  yet  have,  if  it  shall  dare  to  exercise  it,  power 
and  opportunity  to  shape  results  and  save  the  Re- 
public. With  instinctive  foresight  it  has  been 
gathering  in  council  and  league,  in  open  union  or 
secret  affiliation,  roughly  shaping  association  out 
of  informal  recognitions,  and  assuming  coopera- 
tive forms  to  ascertain  its  growth  and  strength, 
not  knowing  what  necessities  might  arise,  but  res- 
olute not  to  be  without  a  bond.  Did  loyalty  take 
alarm  long  since,  and  thus  express  its  distrust  of 
partyism  subjected  to  official  control?  It  dwells 
with  the  people,  and  they  have  strange  knowl- 
edge. Indeed,  the  people  are  as  far  ahead  of 
the  politicians  in  these  times  as  courage  is  ever 
before  cowardice.  They  are  radical  in  every  bone 
and  muscle.  They  are  democratic  in  all  their 
blood.  They  are  loyal  to  their  faith,  and  that 
faith  is  progress:  that  democracy  is  freedom;  that 
radicalism  is  organization  to  rejiudiate  the  courses 
that  rely  only  on  lost  battles  for  inspiration,  and 
appeal  ever  to  reactionary  sympathies  for  political 
support  and  to  amnesty  proclamations  for  mili- 
tary prestige,  without  daring  to  invoke  the  spirit 
of  this  nation  in  the  name  of  liberty  to  arise  and 
conclude  the  conquest. 

Mr.  President,  in  bringing  to  a  close  the  re- 
marks submitted  to  the  Senate, permit  me  to  say 
that,  coming  from  a  city  which  was  the  scene  of 
the  first  armed  collision  in  this  war,  and  that  has 
never  faltered  from  that  hour  to  this  in  devotion 
to  the  cause,  although  its  losses  have  been  dis- 
tressing and  unparalleled,  I  have  felt  impelled  to 
speak  in  deprecation  of  baneful  policies,  above 
party  tics,  and  regardless  of  Administration  and 
Cabinet  and  President.  Furthermore, that  dwell- 
ing where  this  disease  of  slavery  which  has  been 
so  fatal  to  our  unity  was'  visible  in  all  its  devel- 
opments, and  where  the  diversities  of  class  and 
condition  engendered  by  its  influence  were  con- 
stantly witnessed  in  antagoin'sms,  it  has  seemed 
not  inappropriate  to  apply  those  experiences,  and 
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discuss  with  some  amplitude  the  bases,  social  and 
political,  on  which  alone  we  can  hope  for  future 
peace  and  prosperity  to  our  country.  And  lastly, 
that  in  taking  an  initiative,  and  proposing  an  act 
of  direct  abolition,  I  do  so  in  the  name  of  the  great 
State  which  has  honored  me  with  a  seat  in  this 
Senate,  and  which,  although  stilL  a  slave  State 
under  the  local  law,  will  be  proud  and  grateful  to 
receive  emancipation  at  the  hands  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Missouri,  which  was  consecrated 
to  slavery  more  than  forty'years  ago  by  a  national 
Congress,  comes  this  day  and  asks  a  national  Con- 
gress to  right  that  wrong  and  confer  upon  her  free- 
dom as  the  only  sure  guarantee  of  republican  in- 
stitutions. 

Senators,  after  three  years  of  war  no  rebel  State 
has  yet  been  entirely  conquered  from  the  ei'emy. 
After  three  years  of  administering  no  slave  State 
has  yet  been  truly  reclaimed  to  freedom.  Do 
you  dare  then  to  trifle  longer  with  the  destinies  of 
this  great  nation? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  desire  to  offer  some  re- 
marks on  this  topic;  but  as  there  is  not  time  to- 
day, I  move  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  be  postponed  until  tomorrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  liad  passed  a  joint  resolution  (No.  37) 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  an- 
ticipate the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public 
debt;  in  which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  message  furtherannounced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  agreed  to  some  and  dis- 
agreed to  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  156)  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1864,  and  it  had  agreed  to  other 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill  with 
amendments.  It  insisted  upon  its  disagreement 
and  amendments  as  aforesaid,  asked  aconference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  and 
had  appointed  Mr.  Samuel  Hooper  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Mr.  George  H.  Pendleton  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Glenni  W.  Scofield  of  Peiinsylvania, 
managers  at  the  same  on  its  part. 

nODSE  BILL  REFERKED. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives (No.  37)  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  public  debt,  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
PAY  OF  COLORED  TROOPS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  now  to  take  up  the  bill 
that  was  the  regular  order  of  the  day  and  was 
temporarily  laid  over,  and  I  hope  we  shall  be  able 
to  pass  it  to-night. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S.  No. 
145)  to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers  in  the  United 
States  Army  was  read  the  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  all  persons  of  color  who  have  been  or  may 
be  mustered  into  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  to  receive  the  same  uniform, cloth- 
ing, arms,  equipments,  camp  equipage,  rations, 
medical  and  hospital  attendan<;p,  pay  and  emolu- 
ments, other  than  bounty,  as  other  soldiers  of  the 
regular  or  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States 
of  like  arm  of  the  service,  from  and  after  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1864;  and  every  person  of  color 
who  may  hereafter  be  mustered  into  the  service 
is  to  receive  such  sums  in  bounty  as  the  President 
shall  order  in  the  different  States  and  parts  of  the 
United  States,  not  exceeding  $100. 

The  second  section  provides  that  all  person!} 
enlisted  and  mustered  into  service  as  volunteers 
under  the  call  dated  October  17,  1863,  for  three 
hundred  thousand  volunt(;ers,  who  were  at  the 
time  of  enlistment  actually  enrolled  and  subject 
to  draft  in  the  State  in  which  they  volunteered,. shall 
receive  from  the  United  States  the  same  amount 
of  bounty,  without  regard  to  color. 

Accorcling  to  the  third  section  all  persons  of 
color  who  liave  been  enlisted  and  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  are  to  receive  the 
pay  and  clothing  allowed  by  law  to  other  volun- 
teers in  the  service,  from  the  date  of  their  muster 
into  the  service,  if  it  ha.s  been  pledged  or  prom- 
ised to  them  by  any  officer  or  person   who,  in 


making  such  pledge  or  promise,  acted  by  author- 
ity of  the  War  Department;  and  the  Secretary  of 
War  is  to  determine  any  question  of  fact  arising 
under  this  provision.  '' 

The  fourth  section  allows  the  same  premium 
for  each  colored  recruit  now  mustered,  or  here- 
after to  be  mustered,  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  is  or  shall  be  allowed  by  law  for 
white  recruits,  with  a  proviso  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  shall  previously  give  his  assent  to  the 
same. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  suppose  there  is  no 
chance  of  passing  this  bill  now,  and  I  should  like 
to  have  an  executive  session. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  we  shall  pass  the  bill 
to-night. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  understand  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  wishes  to  make  a  speech. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  offer  an  amendment,  as  an 
additional  section  to  this  bill: 

Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tiiat  every  slave  or  slaves  that 
may  have  been  heretofore,  or  may  hereafter  be,  taken  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  loyal  owner  or  owners 
of  such  slave  or  slaves  shall  be  entitled  to  their  fair  and 
reasonable  value,  to  be  ascertained  by  three  commissioners 
to  be  appointed  by  the  United  States  district  court  from  the 
district  from  which  such  slave  or  slaves  may  have  been 
taken,  and  such  commissioners  shall  take  evidence  and  re- 
port on  the  points  of  the  loyalty  and  ownershipof  the  claim- 
ants and  the  value  of  such  slave  or  slaves;  and  when  said 
report  is  confirmed  by  the  district  court  aforesaid,  it  shall 
be  conclusive  on  the  points  embraced  by  it;  and  on  the 
presentation  of  an  authenticated  copy  of  said  report  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  any  sum  or  sums  therein  appearing 
to  be  due  any  loyal  owner  or  owners  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

It  is  now  nearly  half  past  three  o'clock,  and  I 
propose  that  the  Senate  adjourn  or  take  up  some 
other  business,  as  I  want  to  debate  the  amendment 
about  an  hour  and  a  half.  I  do  not  propose  to 
take  anymore  time  than  that,  and  I  would  prefer 
to  commence  my  remarks  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  WILSON.  This  bill  has  been  a  long  time 
before  the  Senate,  and  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try have  suffered  immensely  because  it  was  not 
passed  weeks  ago.  The  substance  of  the  propo- 
sition now  moved  as  an  amendment  is  the  law  of 
the  land  to-day.  The  law  provides  that  slaves  en- 
listing in  the  service  are  to  be  paid  for,  not  ex- 
ceeding ^300,  on  the  report  of  a  commission.  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  have  this  bill  passed  to- 
night; I  want  to  get  it  through;  the  country  is 
suffering  because  it  has  not  been  passed  before; 
and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  can  certainly  have 
an  opportunity  to  make  his  speech  on  other  bills 
that  are  coming  up.  I  understand  that  to-mor- 
row the  matter  we  have  just  liad  up  is  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  the  Senator  from  Kansas  [Mr.  Pome- 
roy]  is  to  have  the  floor.  The  result  of  that  will 
be  probably  to  throw  this  bill  over  to  next  week, 
if  it  be  not  acted  on  now.  I  think  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  may  make  his  speech  on  some 
other  bill,  and  allow  this  bill  to  pass;  for  what  he 
is  now  aiming  at  is  already  secured  in  the  enroll- 
ment act. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  would  remind  my  colleague 
also  that  the  Senate  has  already  made  the  bill  to 
repeal  the  fugitive  slave  acta  special  order  for  to- 
morrow at  half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  My  proposition  is  not  provided 
for  in  the  laws  that  now  exist.  My  proposition 
embraces  this  in  substance:  not  that  there  shall 
be  an  arbitrary  compensation  for  slaves  that  may 
be  taken  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  but 
that  the  districtcourtofevery  district  from  whence 
slaves  are  so  taken  shall  appoint  a  commission  to 
ascertain  the  fair  and  reasonable  value  of  such 
slaves,  not  that  they  shall  be  restricted  to  $300. 
The  proposition  that  ijji300  i.s  a  fair  valuation  for 
a  slave  is  a  mockery:  it  is  altogether  untrue.  I 
want  the  value  of  that  property  to  be  ascertained 
in  the  same  constitutional  and  legal  manner  in 
.which  the  value  of  all  other  property  taken  for 
l]Tublic  use,  whether  for  the  use  of  the  United 
Slates  Government  or  the  States,  is  to  be  ascer- 
tained. 

I  have  been  ready  waiting  and  watching  to  make 
my  argument  in  this  case  for  the  last  ten  days, 
and  it  is  because  of  the  manner  in  which  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  him- 
self has  managed  this  bill  that  I  did  not  make  my 
speech  upon  it  a  week  or  ten  days  ago.  I  do  not 
wish  to  consume  unnecessarily  the  time  of  the 
Senate;  but  I  want  to  present  my  views  fully, as 
I  intend  to  do  if  I  am  physically  able,  in  relation 
to  this  proposition.  1  would 'jM-cfer  an  adjourn- 
ment now;  I  feel  ."iomewhut  exhausted  by  this 


sitting,  but  if  the  Senate  require  me  to  proceed  in 
my  argument  to-day,  I  shall  do  so.  I  must  first, 
however,  ask  for  a  vote  upon  adjourning  or  upon 
postponing  this  measure  until  some  hour  in  the 
morning  to  be  indicated  by  the  Senate.  lam  will- 
ing to  proceed  at  any  time  to-morrow  that  it  shall 
be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  indicate  that  I 
shall  take  the  floor  on  my  amendment.  I  do  not 
want  to  embarrass  the  progress  of  this  bill;  I  do 
not  want  to  procrastinate  it:  all  I  want  is  an  op- 
portunity to  make  my  remarks,  and  I  am  ready 
to  make  them  whenever  the  Senate  shall  require 
me  to  do  so.  To  test  the  sense  of  the  SenaiB,  I 
move  that  the  measure  be  made  the  special  order 
for  twelve  and  a  half  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  a  special  order  for 
that  time — the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  act. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     I  suppose  that  can  wait  a  little. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  wish  to  have  that 
wait  at  all.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  the  country  and 
the  statute-book  that  we  want  to  get  rid  of. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  make  the  motion.  I  will  not 
bandy  epithets  with  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts on  that  subject  at  this  time. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Foster.) 
It  is  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow  at  twelve  and 
a  half  o'clock,  and  be  made  the  special  order  for 
that  time. 

A  division  was  called  for. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  understand  the  membei- 
from  Kentucky  to  ask  a  postponement  that  he 
may  address  the  Senate  to-morrow,  because  he  is 
not  able  to  address  them  now. 
0  Mr. DAVIS.  Certainly;  thatismyproposition. 
••  Mr.  GRIMES.  I  trust  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  will  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  assent 
of  the  Senate  will  be  given  to  let  the  Senator  speak 
to-morrow  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock.  We  have 
not  got  a  quorum  here  now. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     I  will  accede  to  that. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  another  question 
assigned  for  half  past  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  can  only  be  withdrawn  by 
unanimous  consent.  Any  member  objecting,  the 
yeas  and  nays  must  be  taken. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  trust  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts will  see  there  is  a  great  deal  more  im- 
portance in  passing  this  bill  which  is  to  pay  to 
nearly  one  hundred  thousand  men  that  allotment 
of  money  and  rations  and  bounty  which  the  Gov- 
ernment justly  owes  them,  than  in  entering  into 
a  long  debate  here  on  the  question  of  repealing 
the  fugitive  slave  law,  which  there  is  not  any 
probability  of  getting  through  for  the  next  three 
or  four  weeks  at  any  rate.  One  is  a  practical 
question  that  relates  directly  to  one  hundred  thou- 
sand armed  men,  and  the  other  is  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  ideas,  so  far  as  I  know  at  this  time. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill  to 
which  the  Senator  refers,  and  I  want  its  imme- 
diate passage;  I  want  its  passage  to-day. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  You  cannot  prevent  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  from  speaking. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  wish  to  prevent  his 
speaking.  I  only  wish  that  the  assignment  that 
has  been  made  for  to-morrow  at  half  past  twelve 
o'clock  shall  be  adhered  to,  not  that  I  wish  to 
speak  or  wish  to  invite  discussion,  but  simply  to 
vote  and  to  invite  a  vote.  The  Senator  from  Iowa 
says  that  the  discussion  on  the  question  of  repeal 
may  run  over  some  weeks.  I  do  not  know  how 
it  can  run  over  weeks. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Senator  was  informed, 
when  he  had  the  subject  set  down  for  a  special  or- 
der, that  it  would  be  thoroughly  discussed,  among 
others  I  think  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  him- 
self, and  1  have  heard  olhcr  Senators  make  the 
same  declaration.  There  is  no  possibility  of  get- 
ting that  bill  through  for  a  month,  I  apprehend. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  is  news  to  me  that  any- 
body proposes  to  discuss  it  except  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  should  suppose  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  had  had  a  sufficient  demon- 
stration of  the  powers  of  endurance  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  to  know  that  he  could  discuss  it 
very  nearly  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  month. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Yes,  sir;  for  six  months,  if  ne- 
cessary.    [Laughter.] 
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Mr.  SUMNER.  I  thought  the  fire  of  the  Sen- 
ator, if  I  may  say  so,  might  be  somewhat  drawn 
on  this  very  bill. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  understand  that  the  spe- 
cial assignment  for  to-morrow  at  half  past  twelve 
o'clock  will  be  superseded  by  this  bill  at  one 
o'clock  at  any  rate.  It  is  not  requisite,  as  I  un- 
derstand, that  this  bill  be  made  the  special  order; 
but  it  will  comeup  at  one  o'clock  to-morrow  as 
the  unfinished  business. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  would 
be  the  rule  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to 
get  a  vote  on  this  bill  as  soon  as  possible;  1  have 
been  so  all  along,  and  I  have  pressed  it  whenever 
I  could  properly  do  so.  I  have  had  to  yield  to  a 
great  many  other  questions,  and  have  endeavored 
as  far  as  I  could  to  accommodate  others.  As  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  desires  to  speak  on  the 
amendment  he  has  proposed,  of  course  no  one 
objects  to  his  addressing  the  Senate  either  now  or 
to-morrow  on  that  subject.  I  am  satisfied,  under 
the  circumstances,  that  we  had  better  let  the  bill 
go  over  until  to-morrow,  but  without  making  a 
special  assignment  of  it;  and,  in  order  that  it  may 
come  up  regularly  to-morrow  as  the  unfinished 
business,  I  move  that  the  Senate  now  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  some  time 
spent  in  executive  session,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened, and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  March  8,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Cutler,  of  New  York. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

WESTERN  NAYY-YARD. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in- 
closing a  copy  of  Admiral  Foote's  report  on  a 
western  navy-yard;  which  was  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RESOLUTIONS  OP  IDAHO. 

Mr.  WALLACE  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Idaho,  asking  the  construction 
of  a  military  road  connectingthe  navigable  v/aters 
of  the  Missouri  and  Columbia  rivers;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALLACE  also  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Idaho,  asking  for  a  division 
of  the  Territory;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PAY  OF  A  CONTESTANT. 

Mr.MALLORY,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections: 

Resolved,  That  John  S.  Sleeper,  of  Massachusetts,  be 
allowed  tlie  mileage  and  pay  that  he  would  be  entitled  to 
had  lie  been  a  member  of  this  Congress. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  IOWA. 

Mr.  KASSON  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Iowa,  earnestly  recommending  that 
discharged  soldiers  disabled  by  wounds  or  dis- 
ease shall  have  preference,  as  far  as  competent, 
in  being  employed  in  all  positions  within  the  gift 
of  the  Federal  Government;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KASSON  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Iowa,  indorsing  the  policy  of  paying 
soldiers  and  seamen  of  African  descent  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  the  same  pay  given 
to  other  soldiers  and  seamen  of  the  same  grade; 
which  were  also  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Conri- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

VOTES  RECORDED. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  sus- 
pend that  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  cannot  do  it  for  anything 
unless  it  ho  a  personal  matter. 

Mr.  NORTON.  It  is.  I  was  absent  for  a  short 
time  yesterday  after  the  House  met,  on  pressing 
business,  when  two  votes  were  taken  on  theLan- 
man  book  resolution,  on  a  motion  to  lay  upon  the 


table  and  on  the  passage  of  that  resolution.  I 
ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Flouse  to  record 
mv  vote  on  those  two  questions. 

'Mr.  HARRINGTON.     I  object. 

Mr.  NORTON.  My  vote  will  not  change  the 
result  in  either  case. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  Then  I  will  withdraw 
the  objection. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  there  any  further  ob- 
jection?   The  Chair  hears  none. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  vote  in  favor  of  laying  the 
resolution  upon  the  table,  and  against  its  passage. 

CLERKS  TO  NAVAL  PAYMASTERS. 

Mr.  ELIOT,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a  bill  for  the  classification  of  clerks  to  paymasters 
in  the  Navy  and  graduating  their  pay;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
HOMESTEAD  BILL. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  report  back  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  bill  of  the  House  No.  276,  to 
secure  to  persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  homesteads  on  confiscated 
or  forfeited  estates  in  insurrectionary  districts,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  recommitted  to  the  commit- 
tee and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.    I  object. 

DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  insist  on  my  motion 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  let  us 
go  on  with  reports  from  committees  during  the 
morning  hour. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  No,  sir;  hundreds  of  families 
are  starving  while  we  are  doing  nothing.  I  insist 
on  my  motion. 

Mr.  Stevens's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Ashley 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  deficiency 
bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  all  debate  upon 
the  pending  section  was  limited  to  one  minute. 

When  the  committee  rose  the  following  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  was  under  consideration: 

Fifth  amendment: 

On  page  5,  after  line  eighty-seven,  insert  the  following: 

To  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
chase and  manufacture  of  arms  for  volunteers  and  regu- 
lars, ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  $7,700,000. 

To  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  arms  at  the  national  armory,  $700,000. 

To  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  Sur- 
geon General's  department,  to  wit: 

For  medical  instruments  and  dressings,  $1,300,000. 

For  hospital  stores,  bedding,  and.so  forth,  $1,200,000. 

For  hospital  furniture  and  field  equipment,  $300,000. 

For  books,  stationery,  and  printing,  $36,000. 

For  ice,  fruits,  and  other  comforts,  $100,000. 

For  hospital  clothing,  $40,000. 

For  citizen  nurses,  $38,000. 

For  sick  soldiers  in  private  hospitals,  $17,000. 

For  artificial  limbs  for  soldiers  and  seamen,  $16,000. 

For  citizen  physicians  and  medicines  furnished  by  them, 
$185,000.       , 

For  hire  of  clerks  and  laborers  in  purveying  depots, 
$25,000. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  medical  department, 
$5,000. 

For  medicines  and  medical  attendance  for  negro  refu- 
gees, commonly  called  "  contrabands,"  $33,000. 

For  washing  and  washing  machines  for  hospitals  where 
matrons  cannot  be  employed,  $1,000. 

To  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  Army,  to  wit : 

For  volunteers  and  drafted  men,  $5,825,000. 

For  employes,  $640,640. 

For  women,  $218,400. 
To  supply  a  deficiency  In  the  appropriation  for  the 
engineer  department : 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications,  including  fieldworks, 
$500,000. 

To  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  to  wit : 

For  purchase  of  cavalry  and  artillery  horses,  $17,500,000. 

For  regular  supplies  of  the  quartermaster's  department, 
$18,500,000. 

For  barracks,  quarters,  and  so  forth,  $3,500,000. 

For  transportation  of  the  Army,  $30,000,000. 

For  incidental  expenses  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, $2,000,000. 

For  transportation  of  oflicers'  baggage,  $100,000. 

For  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  $7,000,000. 
To  supply  a  deficiency  in   the   appropriation  lor  the 
Adjutant  General's  department: 

For  purchase  of  books  of  tactics,  $25,000. 

To  which  an  amendment  was  pending  to  limit 
the  appropriation  for  negro  refugees,  commonly 


called  "contrabands,"  to  those  actually  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  and  the  vote  stood — ayes  46,  noes  21; 
no  quorum  voting. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ordered  tellers,  and  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Holman  and  Eeaman. 

The  committee  again  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  37,  noes  56. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  then  con- 
curred in. 

Sixth  amendment: 

Page  7,  line  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  strike  out  as 
follows : 

For  two  additional  clerks  of  class  four,  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  $3,000. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  lines  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  and  one  hundred  and  forty-five,  "  for  trans- 
portation of  the  Army,  pO,000,000." 

Now,  on  page  3  of  the  estimates  sent  to  the 
Senate  I  find  submitted  under  the  sign-manual  of 
duartermaster  General  Meigs  an  estimate  for 
$25,000,000  for  this  transportation.  It  will  be  seen 
therefore  that  this  appropriation  comes  down  from 
the  Senate  larger  than  is  asked  for  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  had  supposed  we  had  passed  that  and  gone  to 
the  consideration  of  another  amendment. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  What  the  gentleman  says  is 
true;  but  I  have  already  said  all  I  intended  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  am  glad  I  did  not  interrupt 
ihc  gentleman  until  he  was  through.  I  thought  he 
must  have  about  concluded.     [Laughter.] 

The  sixth  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  con- 
curred in. 

Sixth  and  a  half  amendment: 

Strike  out,  in  line  one  hundred  and  seventy-one,  page  8, 
"  ninety-one,"  and  insert  "  eighty-three  ;"  so  as  to  make 
the  paragraph  read  as  follows  : 

For  salary  of  commissioner  to  codify  the  naval  laws, 
under  joint  resolution  of  March  3,  1863,  $3,983  67. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended a  concurrence  in  this  amendment. 
The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

ENROLLED  BILLS. 

The  committee  in  formally  rose;  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair, 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had  examined 
and  found  truly  en  rolled  bills  ofthe  folio  wing  titles; 
when  the  Speaker  signed  the  same: 

An  act  (S.  No.  39)  to  authorize  the  enrollment 
and  license  of  the  steam-tugs  B.  F.  Davidson  and 
W.  K.  Muir; 

An  act  (S.  No.  19)  for  the  relief  of  L.  F.  Car- 
tee; 

An  act  (S.  No.  15)  to  incorporate  the  Wash- 
ington City  Savings  Bank; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  42)  to  enable  guardians  and 
committees  of  lunatics,  appointed  in  the  several 
States,  to  act  within  the  District  of  Columbia; 

An  act  (S.  No.  110)  for  the  relief  of  John  H. 
Shepherd  and  Walter  K.  Caldwell,  of  Missouri; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  122)  to  increase  the  internal 
revenue,  and  for  other  purposes; 

An  act  (S.  No.  81)  to  apportion  the  expenses 
of  the  levy  court  of  the  county  of  Washington 
upon  the  basis  of  population;  and 

Joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  41)  to  continue  the 
payment  of  bounties. 

The  committee  then  resumed  its  session,  and 
proceeded  again  to  the  consideration  of  the 

DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

Seventh  amendment: 

Page  8,  line  one  hundred  and  seventy-one,  insert  as  fol- 
lows : 

For  additional  repairs  at  the  Norfolk  navy-yard,  $150,000. 

For  wharf,  machine  shop,  bridges,  buildings  for  naval 
stores,  and  other  works  at  Port  Royal,  Soutli  Carolina, 
$144,600. 

To  supply  a  deficiency  In  the  appropriation  for  filling  in 
the  grounds  for  the  new  foundery  at  the  Brooklyn  navy- 
yard,  $45,975. 

For  temporary  storehouse  for  provisions  at  the  Brooklyn 
navy-yard,  $2,000. 

For  temporary  storehouses  for  provisions  at  the  Boston 
navy-yard,  $2,000. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended concurrence  in  this  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Eighth  amendment: 

Page  9,  lino  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  strike  out 
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"  S6S2"  nnd  insert  "  $62  50,"  so  as  to  make  the  paragraph 
rend  as  folh)ws: 

for  salary  of  the  minister  at  Salvador,  from  April  16, 
1863,  to  June  30,  18G4.  at  §7,500  per  annum,  $9,06-2  50. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mendcil  concurrence  in  this  amendment. 

The  nmendmont  was  concurred  in. 

Ninth  and  tenth  amendments: 

III  line  two  luindri'd  and  fifteen  insert  after  the  word 
"  for"'  the  words  ••  furniture  and  for,"  and  in  line  two  hun- 
dred and  seventeen,  alter  Ilie  words-' New  York.,"  insert  the 
word  •'  and  ;"  so  as  lo  make  tiie  paragraph  as  amended  read 
as  follows: 

For  the  payment  of  elaims  due  various  parties  for  furni- 
ture, and  liir  the  alterations  in  the  otTiees  of  the  Assistant 
Treasurer  and  colleetor  of  customs  at  New  York,  and  tor 
constructing  burglar-proof  vaults,  $-80,000. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended concurrence  in  tliese  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Eleventh  amendment: 

Page  11,  line  two  hundred  and  fifty-five,  strike  out  tlie 
following  paragraph  : 

For  defieiency  to  pay  for  goods  furnished  to  Peter  Boyce, 
Indian  farm  agent  at  Coon  Creek,  Utah  Territory,  in  1859, 
$710. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended non-concurrence  in  this  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

Twelfth  atnendment: 

Page  13,  line  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  strike  out  the 
words  "  to  supply  a  dificiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  light-house  establishment,  $14,156  65,"'  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  for  rebuilding  light-house 
at  Cape  Charles,  Virginia,  §iO,000." 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended non-concurrence  in  this  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

Thirteenth  amendment: 

Page  13,  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  "To  supplya  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  for  ordnanee,  ordnance  stores,  labor, 
and  contingent  expenses  in  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  of  the 
Navy  Department,  $2,740,000,"  add  as  follows: 

Provided,  liowever,  That  no  money  shall  be  paid  under 
this  item  of  appropriation  except  for  deficiencies  actually 
existing  upoii  contracts  made  by  the  Navy  Department. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended concurrence  in  this  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Fourteenth  amendment: 

Page  13,  line  three  hundred  and  one,  strike  out  "  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof"  Kit- 
tery,  Maine  ;"  so  as  to  make  the  paragraph  read  as  follows  : 

For  erecting  naval  hospital  at  Kittery,  Maine,  $25,000. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended Concurrence  in  this  amendment. 

Tiie  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Fifteenth  amendment: 

At  the  end  of  the  paragraph  "  For  erecting  naval  hospital 
at  Washington  city.  District  of  Columbia,  .|-25,000,"  strike 
out  as  follows: 

Provided,  That  neither  of  said  hospitals  shall  be  erected 
within  the  present  limits  of  the  navy-yards  ;  and  the  cost  of 
said  hospitals  and  extension  of  said  asylum  shall  be  [laid 
out  of  tlie  aecumulaled  hospital  fund. 

For  furniture,  stoves,  carpets,  cases  for  records  and  pa- 
pers, fuel,  stationiMy,  and  cinitingeiit  expenses,  in  the  oflice 
of  register  of  deeds  for  the  District  of(;olumbia,  $950. 

To  ."^upply  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  lor  purchase 
of  tenth  and  eleventh  volumes  Statutes  at  Large,  $2,765. 

And  insert  in  lieu  thereof  as  follows  : 

To  supply  a  delicienev  in  the  appropriation  for  Capitol 
police  for  the  Senate,  $4,003  75. 

To  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  .stationery 
for  the  Senate,  $60«. 

To  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  miscel- 
laneous items  for  the  Senate,  $-20,000 :  Provided,  That  here- 
after no  payment  shall  be  made  from  llic  contingiMit  fund 
of  cither  House  of  Congress,  unless  the  amountis  fixed  by 
law,  or  the  account  is  previously  examined  and  ajijiroved 
i)y  the  appropriate  committee ;  nor  shall  any  payment  ever 
be  made,  excejit  out  of  the  fund  particularly  appropriated 
for  the  purpose;  and  no  transfer  of  balances  shall  be  made 
I'rom  one  fuiiil  to  another. 

Tlie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended non-concurrence  in  the  amendment. 

Tl)e  amendmijiit  was  non-concurred  in. 

Sixteenth  amendment: 

Page  15,  line  three  hundred  and  thirty-six,  add  as  follows: 

To  en.ibh!  the  Ijibrariaii  of  (Jongross  to  employ  an  addi- 
tional laborer  from  February  1  to  the  end  of  the  current 
fiscal  year,  %-iiiO. 

Tile  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended coiicinic;nce  in  ilii.s  umeiulinent. 
The  nm(Mi(lnii:Mt  was  concurred  in. 
Sev(!ntecntli  amendment: 

Page  16,  line  five,  .strike  out  the  word.<  "  the  same  as  the 
pre-ent  A^-^lslaifl  .Secret;iry  of  the  ']'reasury,"and  insertin 
lieu  thereof  ■'.«r3,000  per  uniiuni  ;"  so  as  to  make  it  read  as 
I'oiloWH : 

Sec.  3.  Jlml  he  il  fm  liter  enacted,  That  the  President 
Khali  appoint  In  the  Treasury  Depurtmenl,  liy  and  with  the 
itdvlcc  and  conxent  »i  (ho  Hciiaio,  lui  iiddllional  Aiisislant 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  salary  shall  be  $3,000 
per  annum,  who  shall  perforin  a^I  such  duties  in  the  oCfice 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  belonging  to  that  Depart- 
ment, as  shall  be  prescribed  by  llie  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, or  as  may  be  required  by  law;  &c. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  thought  proper  to  recommend  that  all 
these  Assi.'Vanl  .Secretaries  in  the  future  should 
have  the  same  salary.  They  now  liave  some  of 
them  $4,000,  some  $3,500,  and  some  $3,000.  They 
are  all  officers  of  the  same  grade,  and  should  have 
the  same  salary.  I  therefore  move  to  amend  the 
amendiTient  of  the  Senate  by  increasing  the  sal- 
ary to  $3,500  per  annum;  and  then  with  a  further 
amendment  below  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  the 
committee. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  fact  that  of  our  Assistant  Secre- 
taries there  are  two  who  receive  at  this  time  the 
sum  of  $4,000 — the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  and  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. There  are  two  Assistant  Secretaries  of  War, 
who  receive  $3,000  a  year  each ,  and  an  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  three  Assistant  Post- 
masters General,  each  receiving  $3,000  a  year. 
This  is  to  increase  the  pay  of  these  live  or  six  high 
officers  one  sixth,  or  $500.  What  necessity  there 
is  for  increasing  the  pay  of  these  officers  does  not 
appear.  The  duties  of  many  of  these  officers  are 
less  than  what  they  have  been  at  any  previous 
time. 

Mr.  Stevens's  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  rejected . 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  concurred  in. 

Eighteenth  amendment: 

Add  the  following : 

And  that,  after  tlie  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  the 
salary  of  each  of  the  Assistant  Secretaries  of  the  several 
Departments,  and  of  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, shall  be  $3,500. 

Mr.  STEVENS'.  If  this  amendment  is  to  pre- 
vail, and  this  is  for  the  House  to  determine,  it 
ought  to  be  amended  by  including  the  Assistant 
Attorney  General.  There  is  no  reason  why  he 
should  be  left  out  if  the  salary  of  the  others  is  to 
be  fixed  at  this  rate.  I  move  to  insert  the  Assist- 
ant Attorney  General.  I  do  this  by  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  by  add- 
ing these  words:  "And  the  Second  andThird  Aud- 
itors of  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  effect  would  be  to  increase 
the  salary  of  those  officers  from  $3,000  to  $3,500  a 
year.  It  is  well  known  that  the  salary  of  those 
two  officers  was  fixed  half  a  century  ago  at  $3,000. 
It  has  never  been  increased,  while  almost  every 
other  salary  under  the  Government  has  been  in- 
creased. I  think  that  gentlemen  familiar  with  the 
labor  of  those  bureaus  will  admit  that  the  labor 
and  responsibility  of  the  heads  of  these  bureaus 
are  much  greater  than  are  devolved  on  the  chief  of 
any  other  bureau  or  on  any  Assistant  Secretary. 
The  positions  of  the  Second  and  Third  Auditor 
require  more  ability,  more  experience,  and  more 
integrity,  than  the  duties  performed  by  any  of  the 
various  Assistant  Secretaries  under  the  Govern- 
ment. The  business  thrown  upon  th^c  bureaus 
by  the  war  is  incredible,  and  no  ability  or  integ- 
rity can  exceed  the  dernands  made  by  this  vast 
accumulation  on  the  chiefs  to  whom  this  business 
is  confided.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  any 
of  these  .salaries  should  be  increased;  indeed, sir, 
I  have  uniformly  opposed  any  increase  of  sala- 
ries; but  if  it  is  proper  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  Assistant  Secretaries,  I  am  certain  that  the 
pay  of  the  Second  and  Third  Auditors  of  the 
Treasury  should  be  increa.sed  correspondingly. 
These  Assistant  Secretaries  have  been  created 
since  this  Administration  came  into  power.  The 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  one  of  the 
most  intclligcntaiid  accomplishedgentlcmen  hold- 
ing odice  under  the  Government,  receives  a  salary 
of  $3,000,  and  the  pro|iosition  is  to  increase  it 
to  $3,500.  Before  this  Administration  the  duties 
were  performed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
and  fierfnrmcd  well.  It  was  charged  again  and 
again  during  Buchanan's  administration  that  the 
labors  of  ihat  Dopariment  did  not  justify  the  pay- 
ment of  even  the  salaries  then  paid  in  that  Depart- 
ment. Yet  the  duties  of  that  Dcpariinent  were 
greater  than  now,  for  the  business  of  the  Depart- 
m('nt  has  been  diminished  by  the  operations  of  the 
war.  It  may  have  been  necessary,  indeed  it  was 
clearly  nccesisary,  to  cieate  new  offices  in  the 


Navy  and  War  Departments,  and  to  the  same  ex- 
tent in  the  Treasury  Department,  but  it  cannot  be 
in  a  purely  civil  Department,  where  (he  business 
has  been  diminished  and  not  increased  by  the  war. 
Yet  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  salary  of  this 
officer  to  $3,500.  The  salary  of  the  Second  and 
Third  Auditor  was,  as  I  have  said,  fixed  half  a 
century  ago  at  $3,000,  in  consequence  of  the  talent 
and  experience  necessary  to  the  proper  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  those  positions.  And  yet  with  the 
duty  tremendously  increased  no  increase  is  pro- 
posed of  the  salaries  of  their  chiefs,  both  of  whom 
are  known  to  be  eminently  qualified  for  their  re- 
sponsible positions.  I  have  no  argument  to  sub- 
mit for  the  increase  of  salaries.  I  know  of  none. 
1  would  reduce  many  of  the  salaries;  but  I  do 
protest  against  the  discrimination  which  would 
overlook  the  most  laborious  of  our  public  ser- 
vants, and  increase  the  salary  of  those  whose  re- 
sponsibility and  labors  are  less,  especially  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  country. 

My  proposition  is  simply  this:  inasmuch  as 
it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  salaries  of  Assistant 
Secretaries  to  $3,500,  that  the  Second  and  Third 
Auditors  shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  same  in- 
crease. And  here  let  me  say,  sir,  that  if  I  would 
vote  for  any  increase  of  salary  on  the  score  of  the 
fitness  and  ability  of  the  officer,  I  should  certainly 
favor  the  increase  of  that  of  the  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
to  include  the  Second  Assistant  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, whom  we  all  know  to  be  one  of  the  most 
accomplished  and  efficient  officers  under  this  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  the  gentleman  thinks  that 
it  will  give  strength  to  my  proposition  I  accept  it. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in 
reference  to  this  proposition  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Second  Assistant  Postmaster 
Genera-1.  It  is  understood  that  the  duties  pertain- 
ing to  the  contracts  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
have  been  transferred  to  the  bureau  of  the  Second 
Assistant  Postmaster  General.  His  name  is  in- 
cluded in  the  amendment,  and  therefore  I  hope 
it  will  pass.  This  office  is  charged  with  respon- 
sible duties,  those  pertaining  to  contracts  and  also 
inspection.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  pass,  be- 
cause I  believe  it  is  due  to  that  officer,  if  we  raise 
the  pay  of  the  First  Assistant,  that  the  Second 
Assistant  should  also  be  inclilded. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  am  entirely  willing  to 
vote  for  amendments  which  equalize  the  compen- 
sation; that  is,  which  bring  the  salaries  of  some 
up  to  $3,500,  and  those  of  others  who  have  $4,000 
down  to  the  same  sum.  But  1  am  entirely  averse 
to  going  in  generally  for  raising  salaries,  and  if 
gentlemen  press  their  amendments  too  far,  I  shall 
be  compelled  to  vote  against  all  the  provisions  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  Is  an  amendment 
in  order  now  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  give  notice  that 
at  the  proper  time  I  shall  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  "five  hundred,"  which  amendment,  if 
adopted,  will  leave  the  salaries  at  $3,000. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     That  is  the  present  salary. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Is  not  the  vote  now  to  be 
taken  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  to  insert  the  Auditors? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  appeal  to  my  friend  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Pike]  to  withdraw  his  amendment, 
which  I  accepted,  inasmuch  as  I  desire  to  obtain 
a  vote  directly  upon  the  proposition  of  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  Second  andThird  Auditors.  The 
gentleman  can  get  a  vote  upon  his  amendment 
hereafter. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  would  like  to  accom-modate  my 
friend,  but  I  think  I  had  better  adhere  to  my 
amendment  now. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then,  as  the  amendment  is 
mine,  I  will  mysclfmodity  it  so  as  to  include  only 
the  First  and  Second  Auditors. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  sentence  the 
following: 

Provided,  That  none  of  these  oflioers  shall  receive  more 
pay  than  the  salary  of  a  member  of  Congress  until  after  tlie 
exjiiratioii  of  tlie  present  war. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
There  are  two  ninendments  already  jjending. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  aijisjjains  the 
point  of  order. 
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Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
It  is  that  tlie  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Hol- 
man]  having  accepted  the  amendment  suggested, 
cannot  modify  it  without  unanimous  consent. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  It  wrasriay  amendment,  and 
I  had  a  right  to  modify  it. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  wish  to  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana.  I  would  inquire  whether 
he  is  in  favor  of  raising  salaries' 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  am  sorry  I  was  not  able  to 
reach  the  car  of  my  friend.  I  stated  distinctly 
that  while  I  favor  no  increase  of  salaries,  or  the 
creation  of  any  new  civil  office,  yet  if  the  proposed 
increase  is  to  be  made  from  $3,000  to  $3,500,  no 
one  of  these  officers  demanded  itas  mucli,  consid- 
ering all  the  elements  virhich  ought  to  enter  into 
the  qutilities  of  a  public  officer,  as  these  two  heads 
of  bureaus. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  see  my  way  clear  yet. 
The  gentleman  is  opposed  to  raising  salaries; 
why  then  does  he  move  to  raise  them.' 

A  Voice.     For  fun. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  friend  is  so  much  in  the 
habit  of  pei-petrating  good  jokes  that  he  takes  it 
for  granted  that  everybody  else  is  joking. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Oh,  no;  this  is  a  very  serious 
matter,  and  I  realize  it. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  see  a 
persistent  purpose  to  increase  these  salaries;  and 
if  they  are  increased,  I  say  the  Second  and  Third 
Auditors  should  be  putupon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  others. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  want  to  fallow  the  lead  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  if  I  can.  I  have  al- 
ways understood  him  to  be  opposed  to  the  raising 
of  salaries.  If  he  is  right  now  I  propose  to  go 
with  him.  But  whether  heis  rightdependsupon 
what  the  salary  is  which  is  to  be  raised,  and  whose 
salary  it  is.  1  do  not  understand  my  friend  to  be 
opposed  to  raising  salaries  in  the  abstract,  but 
only  in  the  concrete.  I  think  I  see  it  now.  I 
believe  my  way  is  clear.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  STEVENS  called  for  tellers  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Grinnell  and 
Mr.  HoLMAN  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  35,  noes  60. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  move  to  insert  in  line  seventeen, 
after  the  words  "  Postmaster  General,"  the  words 
•'and  Second  Assistant  Postmaster  General;" 
and  1  will  briefly  state  the  ground  upon  which  I 
do  it.  This  is  making  an  invidious  distinction. 
It  raises  the  salary  of  the  First  Assistant  Post- 
master General,  and  not  that  of  the  Second. 

We  all  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  we  have  all 
been  witnesses  of  the  fact,  that  the  labors  of  the 
Second  Assistant  Postmaster  General  are  fully 
equal  to  those  of  the  First,  and  at  many  seasons 
of  the  year  greater. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  only  this  to  say:  that 
there  is  really  a  distinction  of  grade  between  these 
two  gentlemen.  The  First  Assistant,  as  we  all 
know,  acts  as  Postmaster  General  on  very  many 
occasions,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  do  so  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Postmaster  General.  The  Second 
and  Third  Assistants  never  do  that. 

Mr.  PIKE.  One  word  in  reply:  the  same  is  the 
case  in  the  Treasury  Department.  The  First  As- 
sistant takes  the  place  of  the  Secretary  in  his  ab- 
sence; but  there  is  no  difference  made  between  his 
salary  and  that  of  the  Second  Assistant  Secretary. 

Mr.  STEVENS  called  for  tellers  upon  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Pike  and 
HoLMAN  wore  appointed. 

The  committee  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  eighteen,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  offer  the  amendment  I  send 
to  the  Clerk's  desk,  to  come  in  at  the  end  ofline 
eighteen. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  •  That  can  be  no  amendment 
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to  my  amendment.  The  gentleman  had  better 
let  us  have  a  vote  on  mine  first. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  have  a  right,  I  believe,  to 
perfect  the  original  text. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  No,  sir;  you  do  not  propose 
to  strike  out  anything. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  in  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  lines  the  words  "five  hundred," 
so  as  to  leave  all  the  salaries  at  ^3,000.  I  think 
that  every  one  must  be  convinced  that  while  we 
are  expending  millions  of  money  in  prosecuting 
this  war,  this  is  no  time  to  raise  salaries.  On  the 
other  hand,  weought  to  labor  to  reduce  them.  1 
understand  that  some  of  these  Assistant  Secreta- 
ries receive  §4,000.  My  proposition  is  to  place 
them  all  on  tiie  same  basis  and  fix  their  salaries 
at  p.OOO  a  year. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  allow  me  to  ask  him  whether  the  effect  of 
his  amendment  will  not  he,  to  reduce  the  salaries 
of  some  of  these  AssistantSecretaries  and  fix  them 
all  at  the  same  rate  ?  If  that  is  the  effect  of  the 
amendment,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  My  amendment 
will  place  them  all  on  the  same  level,  and  that  is 
what  I  wish  to  do. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Has  a  vote  been  taken  on 
my  amendment? 

The  CHAIRMAN.     It  has  not  yet. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  this  amendment  is  not 
in  order.  It  is  no  amendment  to  my  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  is  a  motion  to  strike 
out. 

Mr.  DAWES.  We  have  a  right  to  amend  the 
original  text  before  the  vote  is  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa  is  to  strike  out,  and  the  Chair 
supposes  it  is  in  order. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  did  not  move  to  strike  out 
any  part  of  the  Senate  amendment.  If  I  had  done 
so,  then  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
to  perfect  the  original  text  wouldhave  been  in  or- 
der; but  as  1  propose  to  add  something  before  this 
point  in  the  text,  I  submit  whether  this  amend- 
ment is  in  order. 

iv5r.  MORRILL.  I  submit  that  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Dawes]  is  a  correct  one:  that  it  is  always  in  or- 
der to  perfect  the  original  text  before  voting  on 
striking  out. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  entertained  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  recognizing 
that  as  the  rule. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Very  well,  sir. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hub- 
bard's amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  withdraw  my  amendment, 
and  I  think  the  whole  section  had  better  be  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  the  amendment 
which  I  have  already  sent  to  the  Chair: 

Add  at  the  end  of  the  section  : 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  provided  shall  authorize 
the  increase  of  any  salary  ahove  that  of  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, excluding  mileage,  until  the  close  of  the  present  war, 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
This  is  making  a  new  law  as  an  amendment  to 
an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  It  is  simply  a  proviso  lim- 
iting the  effect  of  the  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  that 
the  amendment  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Then  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  last  word.  The 
point  that  I  desire  to  make  to  the  House  is  this: 
that  we  should  not  commence  the  business  of  in- 
creasingsalariesatall.  We  have  already  had  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  an  official  commu- 
nication to  this  House  that  if  we  increase  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government  in  any  direction  it 
will  be  necessary  to  increase  the  taxation  just  in 
proportion  to  that  increase.  I  believe  he  did  not 
state  it  even  strong  enough.  If  we  arc  to  carry 
on  this  war  at  the  present  rate  of  expenditure,  I 
believe  it  will  be  our  duty  to  increase  the  taxation 


so  as  to  produce  fully  one  half  the  amount  of  our 
annual  expenditures.  I  desire  gentlemen  to  look 
this  matter  in  the  face.  Rather  than  to  vote  for 
the  increase  of  salaries  in  any  direction  I  think  it 
would  be  more  wise  for  us  to  introduce  a  propo- 
sition here  to  reduce  salaries  ten  or  twenty-five  per 
cent.  But,  for  one,  I  am  determined  not  to  vote 
for  the  increase  of  pay  or  salary  in  any  direction. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  hope  the  last  word  of  the 
amendment  will  not  be  stricken  out,  as  it  would 
spoil  the  bill.  [Laughter.]  I  think  that  laying 
down  any  general  rule,  as  my  friend  from  Ver- 
mont does,  is  not  quite  as  wise  perhaps  as  be- 
comes this  House.  If  we  find  an  employe  in  the 
pay  of  the  Government  whose  salary  is  so  low 
that  he  cannot  support  his  family  on  it,  nor  can 
any  successor  who  is  honest,  must  such  family 
starve  because  we  do  not  add  $200  or  $300  to  his 
salary,  as  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  war  on  which 
thousands  of  millions  of  dollars  are  expended.' 
If,  for  instance,  we  find  that  a  clerk  has  $1,000  a 
year,  on  which  he  could  have  supported  his  family 
very  well  four  or  five  years  ago,  but  on  which  he 
cannot  possibly  maintain  it  now  with  decency 
and  honesty,  is  this  House  to  say  that  it  is  pre- 
vented from  increasing  the  salary  because  we  are 
in  the  midst  of  a  war  and  because  economy  is  and 
ought  to  be  the  rule.' 

Mr.  LOVEJOY.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  LOVEJOY.  I  want  to  inquire  whether 
the  Government  has  any  difficulty  in  obtaining 
competent  persons  to  fill  its  offices.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suspect  there  are  a  good 
many  public  offices  which  have  not  competent 
persons  in  them  now. 

Mr.  LOVEJOY.  Not  on  account  of  want  of 
salary,  but  on  account  of  lack  of  brains. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  is  on  account  of  want  of 
salary.  You  can  find  men  for  any  offices.  There 
are  idle  fellows  about  everywhere  who  would, 
rather  take  enough  pay  to  buy  their  whisky  than 
tryto  earn  a  decent  living  by  industry.  Butthcse 
are  not  the  kind  of  people  that  the  Government 
wants. 

I  am  speaking  now  as  to  the  general  principle 
laid  down  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  I 
must  protest  against  it,  very  slightly  to  be  sure. 
I  know  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did, 
in  a  document  intended  for  the  public  eye  and  to 
clarify  public  opinion,  and  of  course  to  elevate  ua 
all  in  the  estimation  of  that  public,  put  in  his  pro- 
test against  the  increase  of  salaries  or  any  other 
expenditures  that  are  not  proper.  That  is  all  right, 
and  I  am  quite  willing  that  gentlemen  shall  have 
the  benefit  of  it,  if  they  please.  Still,  as  I  never 
expect  to  hold  any  very  high  office  myself,  I  in- 
tend to  vote  just  as  I  think  right.  Where  the 
salaries  given  to  competent  men  are  too  small  to 
support  their  families,  I  shall  go  for  increasing 
them  to  a  moderate  degree  till  we  get  to  the  proper 
amount.  I  however  am  willing  that  the  whole 
section  be  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  recurred  on  concurring  in  the 
eighteenth  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  follows: 

At  the  end  of  the  third  section  Insert : 

And  that,  after  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  the 
salary  of  each  of  the  Assistant  Secretaries  of  the  several 
Departments, and  of  the  First  AssistantPostmastorGeneral, 
shall  be  $3,000  per  annum. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  concurred  in. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TUE  SENATE. 

The  committee  here  informally  rose,  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  a  t^iessage  was. 
received  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Fornet,  their 
Secretary ,  informing  the  House  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  notified  the  Senate  that 
he  did,  on  the  7th  instant,  approve  and  sign  a  joint 
resolution  (S.  No.  19)  of  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Commodore  Cadwalader  Ringgold,  the  offieera 
and  crew  of  the  United  States  ship  Sabine. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TUE  PRESIDENT. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Nicolay,  his  Private 
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Secretary,  informing  the  House  tlnit  lie  did,  on 
the  7ih  instant,  approve  and  sign  an  act  (H.  R. 
No.  122)  to  increase  il>e  internal  revenue,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

UNIFORM  COINAGE,  WEIGHTS,  AND  MEASURES. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  2d  instant, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report,  with  the  accom- 
panying documcnt.s,  of  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,of  the 
proceedings  of  the  statistical  national  congress  at 
Berlin  upon  the  sul)ject  of  uniform  weights  and 
measures  and  coins;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  a  Uniform  System  of  Coinage, 
Weights,  and  Measures. 

The  committee  then  resumed  its  session,  and 
proceeded  again  to  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate amendments  to  the 

DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

Nineteenth  amendment: 

Page  17,  Insi'it  as  Ibllnvvs  : 

Sec.  6.  ^ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  adilltioii  to  the 
clerical  force  now  authorized  by  law,  the  tbllovvin!;  clerks 
and  employes  are  hereby  authorized  in  the  several  Depart- 
ments and  otBces  hereinafter  specified,  to  be  employed 
and  continue  only  during  the  rebellion,  and  lor  one  year 
after  its  close,  namely: 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  one  clerk 
of  clasps  four,  one  of  class  three,  eight  of  class  two,  and  four- 
teen of  class  one. 

Jn  the  construction  branch  of  the  Treasury,  one  super- 
Intending  architect,  one  assistant  architect,  two  clerks  of 
class  four,  tour  of  class  three,  two  of  class  one,  and  one 
messenger  at  an  annual  salary  of  $600. 

In  the  First  Comptroller's  Otlice,  five  clerks  of  class  four, 
and  one  clerk  of  class  four  substituted  for  one  of  class  one. 

In  the  Second  Comptroller's  office,  eight  clerks  of  class 
four,  eight  of  class  three,  eight  of  class  two,  and  fifteen  of 
class  one. 

In  tlie  First  Auditor's  office,  two  clerks  of  class  four,  and 
one  of  ciSss  two. 

In  the  Second  Aiiditor's  office,  two  hundred  and  six 
clerks  of  class  one,  and  one  clerk  at  .$900  per  annum. 

In  the  Third  Auditor's  office,  two  clerks  of  class  four, 
two  of  clas.s  three,  five  of  class  two,  twenty-four  of  class 
one,  and  one  messenger  at  a  salary  of  §700  per  annum,  and 
two  laborers  at  an  annual  salary  ofgSOO  each. 

In  the  Fourth  Auditor's  office,  five  clerks  of  class  four, 
nine  of  class  three,  nine  of  class  two,  thirty-five  of  class 
one,  and  one  laborer  at  an  annual  salary  of  $600. 

In  the  Fifth  Auditor's  otBce,  one  clerk  of  class  four  to  be 
EUbstituted  for  one  of  class  three. 

In  the  Treasurer's  office,  four  clerks  of  class  four,  two  of 
class  three,  seventeen  of  class  two,  and  six  of  class  one. 

In  the  Register's  office,  four  clerks  of  class  four,  six  of 
class  three,  six  of  class  two,  eight  of  class  one,  and  one 
messenger  at  a  salary  of  .§700  per  annum. 

In  the  office  of  the  lyOnimissioncr  of  (customs,  one  clerk 
of  class  three,  three  of  class  two,  and  four  of  class  one. 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy_  two  clerks  of 
class  four. 

In  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  General,  two  clerks  of  class 
four,  eight  of  class  three,  nineteen  of  class  two,  and  seventy- 
four  of  class  one. 

In  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  thirty  clerks 
of  class  three,  sixty  of  class  two,  seventy  of  class  one,  and 
six  laborers  at  an  annual  salary  of  .'J-600  each. 

In  the  Paymaster  General's  office,  nine  clerks  of  class 
three,  twenty-six  of  class  two,  seventy-five  of  class  one, 
three  niesseiigiirs  at  an  annual  salary  of  ,'$840  each,  and  four 
watchmen  at  an  annual  salary  of  JjiiOO  each. 

In  the  Commissary  General's  office,  ten  clerks  of  class 
two,  and  thirty  of  clas.s  one. 

In  the  Surgeon  General's  office,  two  clerks  of  class  four. 

In  the  office  of  th(!  Chiefof  Ordnance,  twoclerks  of  cl.iss 
four,  seven  of  class  three,  eleven  of  class  two,  seventy-four 
of  class  one,  and  nine  laborers  at  an  annual  salary  of  $600 
each. 

In  the  oflico  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  one  clerk  of  class 
four,  and  one  of  class  two. 

And  the  several  clerks  and  employes  authorized  by  this 
Bectlon  shall  be  appointed  by  the  heads  of  the  Ueparlnicnts 
to  which  they  are  severally  attached,  and  the  amount  ne- 
cessary to  pay  their  .salaries  from  the  time  of  their  appoint- 
ment to  the  30th  of  June,  18Cl,ls  heri^by  appropriated  there- 
for; and  the  heads  of  said  several  Departments  are  hereby 
authorized  to  employ  lemales  instead  of  any  of  the  clerks 
hereinbefore  designated,  at  an  annual  compensation  not 
exceeding  -SOOO  per  year,  whenever  in  their  opinion  the 
same  can  he  done  consistently  with  the  interests  of  the 
public  service  :  ProHdcil,  however,  That  the  clerks  hereby 
authorized  in  the  Treasury  Department  and  Its  bureaus 
Khali  not  be  In  addition  to  the  l<Mnporary  clerks  now  em- 
ployed therein,  under  former  appropriations  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  shall  include  tin-  same, 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Ifind  it  is  necessary,  from  the 
action  of  the  committee  in  an  early  [inrt  of  the  bill, 
to  non-concur  in  thi.s  whole  .section.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  bill  we  provided  for  clerics,  Ijut 
in  such  a  manner  n.s  the  Senate  (lid  iiotlike.  They 
therefore  struck  out  our  provision  and  substituted 
this  in  jilaceof  it.  If,  therefore,  we  concur  in  tlie 
amcndinetit  of  the  Senate,  it  will  be  providing  for 
these  clerks  twice  over.  It  is  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  non-concur  in  thi.s  whole  section.  We 
may  tlien  >;o  ton  committee  of  conference  and  see 
which  of  the  two  wc  will  agree  to. 


Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  presume  by  unanimous 
consent  the  committee  might  return  to  the  first 
amendmentof  the  Senateand  concur  in  tliatstrik- 
ing  out  our  provision.  We  could  then  perfect 
this  section  and  pass  it. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  This  section  is  so  imperfect 
in  many  of  its  particulars  thateven  then  we  should 
have  to  ask  the  House  to  non-concur  and  give  us 
a  chance  to  revise  this  classification  of  clerks. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  With  the  permission  of  the 
committee,  before  the  vote  is  taken  on  concurring 
in  this  section,  I  desire  to  move  an  amendment 
which  I  believe  meets  the  concurrence  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  so  that  if  the  com- 
mittee rejects  the  whole  amendment  this  may  go 
with  it  to  a  commitee  of  conference.  I  propose 
to  insert  after  the  enacting  clause  the  following: 

That  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  fifth  section  of  this  act 
shall  be  taken  to  be,  and  shall  be,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  for  the  compensation  of  letter-car- 
riers for  the  current  year. 

I  will  merely  remark  that  this  is  an  explana- 
tory amendment  of  section  five,  and  I  presume 
there  can  be  no  objection  to  it.  It  is  offered  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Auditor,  who  has  some  difficulty 
in  interpreting  that  section. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  we  shall  now  non- 
concur in  the  whole  amendment  as  amended. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  was 
non-concurred  in. 

Twentieth  amendment: 

Insert  as  follows : 

Sec.  7.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  an 
Assistant  Register  of  the  Treasury  Department  and  a  Soli- 
citor for  the  War  Department,  and  for  other  purposes,"  ap- 
proved February  20,  1863,  as  limits  the  office  of  the  Assist- 
ant Register  of  the  Treasury  to  a  term  of  one  year,  is  hereby 
repealed. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended concurrence  in  this  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  sev- 
enth section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Tiie  Chair  will  state  that 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  has  already  been 
concurred  in  by  the  comrnittee. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  will  then  move  to  ainend  so 
as  to  add  to  the  time  of  the  limitation  one  year. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
there  is  anything  to  attach  that  amendment  to? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendments  of  the 
Senate  having  been  all  passed  upon,  the  Chairde- 
cides  that  there  is  nothing  before  the  committee  to 
which  an  amendment  can  be  attached.  • 

Mr.  STUART.  I  hope  I  may  be  indulged  in 
two  or  three  minutes'  debate. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  gentleman  can  make 
his  .speech  in  the  House. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  gentleman  will  call  the 
previous  question  there. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  give  the  gentleman  an 
opportunity  in  the  House.  I  move  that  tliecom- 
iTiittee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Ashley  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  Union  generally 
under  consideration,  and  particularly  the  bill  of 
the  House  (No.  156)  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30th  of  June,  1864,  with  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  thereto;  that  they  had  con- 
curred in  some  and  non-concurred  in  others  of 
said  amendments,  and  had  instructed  him  to  re- 
port the  same  back  to  the  House  with  their  action 
thereon. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  political  organization  to 
which  I  belong  is  in  nowise  responsible  for  the 
cruel  and  wicked  civil  war  which  now  rages.  On 
the  contrary,  if  its  counsels  had  prevailed  we 
would  to-day  have  peace  and  union  instead  of 
war  and  the  fear  of  disunion. 

But  the  war  rages  in  spite  of  u.s,  and  we  are 
placed  in  such  a  dilemma  that  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  continue  that  war  as  a  means  of  preserv- 
ing and  maintaining  the  Union.  It  is  a  cruel  ne- 
cessity which  exists  and  will  exist  until  some  door 
is  opened  for  an  honorable  peace  preserving  tlie 
Union,  a  peace  degrading  to  no  section  of  the 
country. 

I  am,  sir,  for  preserving  and  maintaining  the 
Union,  and  therefore  will  vole  the  necessary  sup- 


plies of  men  and  money  to  maintain  our  armies 
in  the  field.  The  responsibility  of  conducting  the 
war  is  with  the  Ad*Bnistration,  and  I  must  rely 
to  a  large  degree  on  the  organs  of  the  Adminis- 
tration in  deciding  what  supplies  are  necessary. 

This  deficiency  bill  upon  which  we  are  called 
to  vote  is  an  extraordinary  one,  and  has  been 
matured  in  an  unusual  manner,  it  is  not  founded 
on  estimates  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  it  looks  as  if  there  was  a  desire 
to  evade  responsibility. 

But,  sir,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  especially  its  chairman, stands  in  this  House 
as  the  organ  of  the  Treasury  Department.  They 
urge  the  passage  of  the  bill  as  needed  to  support 
the  credit  of  the  Government.  I  therefore  regard 
it  as  having  the  indorsement  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  as  demanded  by  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  will  vote  for  its  passage. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  action  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  was  concurred  in,  without  division,  ex- 
cept in  the  following  case: 

Seventeenth  amendment  of  the  Senate: 

Strike  out  the  words  "  the  same  as  the  present  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert 
"$3,000;"  so  that  the  paragraph  will  read: 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President 
shall  appoint  in  the  Treasury  Department,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  an  additional  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  salary  shall  be  §3,000  per 
annum,  who  shall  perform  all  such  duties  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  belonging  to  that  Depart- 
ment, as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, or  as  may  be  required  by  law;  and  the  sum  of  $2,000, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  he  found  necessary,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  (laynient  of  said  sal- 
ary for  the  current  fiscal  year. 

On  a  division  there  were — ayes  44,  noes  36. 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  .nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Thayer  and 
Chanle'r  were  appointed. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in;  the  tellers 
having  reported — ayes  53,  noes  41. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  to  reconsider  the  votes 
of  the  House  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  ufion  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  the  House  insist 
on  its  disagreement  to  certain  Senate  amend- 
ments, and  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  between  the  two  Houses. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Speaker 
appointed  as  managers  of  said  conference  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Pendleton, 
and  Mr.  Scofield. 

SALE  OP  SURPLUS  GOLD. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  next  question  in  or- 
der to  be  the  call  of  committees  for  reports,  under 
which  the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 
what  is  known  as  the  gold  bill.  The  previous 
question  was  called  by  tiie  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Pendleton]  and  sustained  on  the  pending 
amendments. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  before  he  insists  on  the  previous  question, 
that  he  will  ftt  least  jjcrmit  some  reiviarks  to  be 
made  in  re[ily  to  those  who  liave  advocated  this 
l)ill  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
The  discussion  so  far  has  been  on  one  side  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  If  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  will  renew  my  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  \  will  withdraw  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  Even  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  were  to  withdraw  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
cannot  speak,  as  the  previous  ciiiestion  ha.s  been 
sustained  on  the  pending  amendments. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  wish  for  an  opportunity,  be- 
fore we  come  to  a  vote  on  the  bill  re|iorted  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  amend- 
ments thereto,  to  make  some  remarks  on  a  meas- 
ure so  important. 

The  SPEAKER.  Docs  the  gentleman  with- 
draw the  (Irmaiid  for  the  previous  t|uestion.'' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  If  1  withdraw  it  I  un- 
derstand the  vote  will  have  to  be  taken,  and  that 
the  gentleitian  cannot  be  heard. 
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The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  has 
been  sustained  on  tlie  pending  amendments. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  t  liave  no  disposition  to 
cut  off  debate,  and  if  the  Chair  will  show  me  how 
I  can  facilitate  the  gentleman  from  New  York  in 
getting  the  floor  to  be  heard,  I  will  withdraw  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  vote  will  be  on  the 
pending  amendments  and  then  on  the  substitute. 
Tiiat  will  exhaust  the  previous  question.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Stebbins,]  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
gave  notice  that  he  then  intended  to  move  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  bill.  If  he  does  not  demand  the 
previous  question,  the  bill  would  then  be  open  to 
debate. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  desire  before  we  have  action 
on  the  bill  to  discuss  the  subject.  I  ask  my  col- 
league whether  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  permit 
discussion  at  the  present  time.'  My  colleague 
from  the  Utica  district  [Mr.  KERNANJand  myself 
desire  to  be  heard,  and  we  will  not  occupy  more 
than  twenty  or  forty  minutes.  1  do  not  know  of 
any  other  who  desires  to  speak. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion } 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  If  I  can  make  an  ar- 
rangement by  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Stebbins]  will  allow  his  colleagues  to 
be  heard,  I  will  be  glad  to  withdraw  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question.  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman declines,  and  that  he  will  call  the  previous 
question  as  soon  as  he  submits  his  substitute. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  to  decline  to  give  us  any  fur- 
ther opportunity  for  discussing  this  bill? 

Mr.  STEBBINS.  1  desire  a  vote  upon  this  bill 
to-day. 

Mr.  COX.  Then  I  hope  we  wil4  vote  down  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  desire  to 
know  whether  but  one  side  is  to  be  heard  upon 
this  question. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  As  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Stebbins]  will  not  facilitate  the 
request  for  further  debate,!  shall  insist  upon  my 
demand  for  the  previous  question  upon  the  reso- 
lution and  the  amendments. 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  tellers  upon  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Brooks  and 
Stevens  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  64,  noes  33. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  first  recurred  on  adding  to  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  Cox — 

Provided,  Th.it  before  any  such  sale  shall  take  place,  at 
least  five  days'  public  notice  shall  be  given  of  ihe  time  and 
place  for  receiving  bids:  Jlnd  jiroviiled  further,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may,  if  he  deems  it  for  the  pub- 
lic intere?t,  withdraw  from  the  market  any  gold  offered  at 
any  time  before  a  bid  is  actually  accepted — 

the  following   amendment  offered  by  Mr.   Du- 
mont: 

^nd  provided  further.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  not  sell  any  gold  under  this  act  without  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  other  Executive  Departments  of 
the  Government;  and  that  the  operation  of  this- act  shall 
cease  in  one  year  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  ainendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Cox, 

Mr.  HOLM  AN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

I'he  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  49,  nays  G6;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ancona,  Bailv,  Augustus  C.Baldwin, 
Jacob  R.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Browir,  William 
G.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Coffrolh,  Cox,  Dumont,  Eden, 
Eldridge,  Finck,  Frank,  Ganson,  Hale,  Hall,  Harding,  Har- 
rington, Charles  M.  Harris,  Hnlman,  William  Johnson, 
KalhfleiscI),  Kernan,  Law,  Le  Blond,  McDowell,  McKin- 
noy,  Middlelon,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble, 
John  O'Neil,  Pendleton,  I'ruvn,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  James 
S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  Stiies,  Stuart,  Tliomas,  'J'racy, 
Ward,  and  Joseph  W.  White— 49. 

NAYS— Messra.  Allison,  Ames,  Ashley,  John  D.  Bald- 
win, Baxter,  Bcamau,  Blow,  Boutwell.Broomall,  Ambrose 
W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Dawes, 
Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Kcklcy,  Eliot,  Farnswortli,  Gar- 
field, Grinncll,  Hooper,  Hoichklss,  As-ihel  W.  Hubbard, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kel- 
logg, Loan,  Longyear,  Lovejoy,  Marvin,  McBrido,  Mc- 
Clurg,  Mclndoe,  Samnrl  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Noiton,ChurlesO'Ncill,  Onli,rcrham,l'ikc, 


Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.Ilice,Schcnck,Scofield, 
Shannon,  Smith,  Spalding,  Stebbins,  Stevens,  Thayer, 
Up3«n,  Van  Valkenburgh,  William  B.  Washburn,  Whaley, 
VVilliams,  Wilder,  Windom,  and  Woodbridge — 66. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  next  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  following  substitute  for  the  bill,  offered  by 
Mr.  Boutwell: 

That  the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  anticipate  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  from  time  to  time 
upon  a  rebate  of  interest  by  the  holders  of  coupons  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum — 

in  lieu  of  the  following  substitute  offered  by  Mr. 
Long: 
Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert: 
That  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  be  authorized  and 
required  to  use,  from  time  to  time,  any  surplus  of  gold  in 
tlie  Treasury  of  the  United  States  in  the  payment  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  field,  and  that  in  making  such  payments  he 
shall  use  precaution  that  in  a  series  of  months  the  amount 
of  gold  so  used  be  distributed  proportionally  between  the 
dlfierent  divisions  of  tlie  Army. 

The  substitute  for  the  substitute  was  adopted. 

The  question  recurred  on  striking  out  the  whole 
of  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  the  substitute  just  adopted. 

The  substitute  for  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  question  recurred  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  would  inquire  what  has  be- 
come of  the  substitute  which  I  understood  thegen- 
tleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Stebbins]  intended 
to  offer. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  cut  off  by  the  House 
seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question 
on  the  resolution  and  amendments,  which  confined 
the  question  to  the  original  resolution  and  the  pend- 
ing amendments. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  ask  unanimous  consent, 
before  the  engrossment  and  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  to  modify  it  so  as  to  make  it  read,  "either 
with  or  without  rebate  of  interest,  as  to  him  may 
seem  expedient." 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  modified 
accordingly. 

Mr.  LOVEJOY.  We  understood  from  the 
statement  of  the  Chair  that  the  previous  question 
would  not  exclude  the  substitute  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Stebbins.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  expressly  stated 
that  if  the  previous  question  should  be  sustained 
on  the  bill  and  amendments,  it  would  cut  off  all 
amendments  except  by  unanimous  consent,  until 
the  bill  liad  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  LOVEJOY. .  Is  it  in  order  now  to  move 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  main  question 
was  ordered  } 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  until  the  previous 
question  has  exhausted  itself,  and  it  will  not  ex- 
haust itself  until  the  bill  has  been  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  according- 
ly read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  was  called  out  of  the  Hall 
for  a  moment,  and  I  would  inquire  if  the  substi- 
tute of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Boutwell]  has  been  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  has. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  I  shall  vote  against  the 
whole  bill. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  demand  the  previous 
question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  make  an  inquiry  of  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Boutwell.] 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  want  to  ask  mv  colleague  if 
the  effect  of  the  bill  with  his  amendment  is  not 
to  use  the  gold  or  the  proceeds  of  the  gold  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors  of  the  Government  holding  the 
bonds  and  to  whom  it  is  not  due,  and  to  prevent 
the  amount  being  paid  to  the  soldiers  and  other 
creditors  of  the  Government  to  whom  it  is  over- 
due.' That  will  be  the  effect  of  this  bill,  as  1  un- 
derstand it,  with  the  amendment  of  my  colleague. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  understand  that  the 
effect  of  the  bill,  as  it  has  been  adopted  by  the 
House,  is  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  anticipate  the  payment  of  the  interest  coupons 
in  gold,  for  the  purpose,  as  was  suggested  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of  relieving  the 
public  Treasury  of  a  surplus  quantity  of  gold, 
which  is  in  fact  merely  temporary,  but  which  they 
alleged  was  embarrassing  tlie  business  of  the  coun- 


try. It  is  not  a  question  between  the  soldiers  and 
the  public  creditors.  The  faith  of  the  country  is 
already  pledged  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt  in  coin,  and  any  proposition  to  divert  the 
coin  on  hand  from  that  purpose  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, a  violation  of  public  faith,  calculated  to  un-  • 
dermine  the  credit  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  The  original  bill  proposed  the 
sale  of  the  surplus  of  gold  in  the  Treasury  beyond 
what  was  required  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  pub- 
lic debt  and  other  purposes.  Was  the  public  faith 
pledged  to  pay  this  surplus,  beyond  what  is  ne- 
cessary to  pay  the  interest,  to  the  bondholders  in 
anticipation  of  its  being  due  them? 

Several  Members  objected  to  further  debate. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  COX  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  90,  nays  36;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allison,  Ancona,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Au- 
gustus C.  Baldwin,  Beaman,  Bliss,  Boutwell,  Brandegee, 
Brooks,  Chanler,  AmbroseW.  Clark,  Freeman  Clai  ke,  Clay, 
Cobb,  Coffroth,  Cole,  Cox,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Deming,  Du- 
nn)nt,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Eliot,  Finck,  Frank,  Ganson,  Grin- 
nell,  Hale,  Hall,  Harrington,  Holman,  Hotchkiss,  Asalicl  W. 
Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard, William  Johnson,  Julian, Kalb- 
fleisch,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, Kidman,  Knapp,Law,Lazear, 
Le  Blond,  Mallory,  Marvin,  McDowell,  Mcldoe,  McKin- 
ncy,  Middleton,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  James 
R.  iMorris,  Morrison,  Amos  Myers,  Nelson, Noble,  Charles 
O'Neill,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perham,  Price,  Pruyn, 
Samuel  J.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  P«.ice,  John  H.  Rice, 
Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scott,  Starr,  John  B. 
Steele,  Stiles,  Stuart,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson, 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Wadswortli,  Ward,  Webster,  Whaley, 
Wheeler,  Joseph  W.  White,  Wilson,  Windom,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 90. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Blow,  Boyd,  Broomall,  William  G.  Brown,  Dixon, 
Donnelly,  Driggs,  Farnsworth,  Garfield,  Hooper,  Hulburd, 
Kasson,  Kelley,  Loan,  Longyear,  Lovejoy,  McBride,  Mc- 
Clurg,  Norton,  Orth,Pike,  Scofieid,  Shannon,  SmitI),  Spal- 
ding, Stebbins,  Stevens,  William  B.  Washburn,  Williams, 
and  Wilder— 36. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  SMITH  stated  that  Mr.  Randall  was 
absent  in  consequence  of  indisposition. 

Mr.  CHANLER  announced  that  Mr.  Fer-' 
NANDO  Wood  was  detained  at  his  house  by  sick- 
ness. 

The  result  of  the  vote  having  been  announced 
as  above  recorded, 

Mr.  BOUTWELL  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  move  to  amend  the  title 
by  striking  out  the  present  title  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  the  following: 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  an- 
ticipate the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  give  me  an  opportunity  to  say 
a  few  words  of  explanation. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  The  matter  is  beyond  my 
control. 

Mr.  BROOKS.     I  ask  unanimous  consent. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  desired  originally  to  make 
some  remarks  upon  the  bill,  but  was  prevented 
by  what  I  deemed  discourtesy  on  the  part  of  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Stebbins.]  My  colleague  has 
since  explained  it  to  me  very  satisfactorily.  As 
it  is  altogether  unnecessary  now  to  say  anything 
as  to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  I  will  simply  say  that 
I  am  glad  it  has  passed  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  amendment  to  the  title  was  agreed 
to;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
CALL  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded,  as  the  next  busi- 
ness in  order,  to  call  on  committees  for  reports, 
beginning  witli  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 

Mr.  WINDOM,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  back  adversely  a  bill  providing 
for  the  examination  of  claims  for  Indian  depre- 
dations in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 
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INDIAN  AGENTS  IN  NEW  JIEXICO. 
Mr.  WINDOM  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  buck  adversely  Plouse  bill  No.  106,  to 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents  in 
New  Mexico;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 
INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS  IN  CTAU. 
Mr.  WINDOM  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported   back  adversely  House  bill  No.  221,  to 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
ascertain  and  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior the  losses  sustained  by  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Utah  by  Indian  depredations;    which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

INDIANS  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 
Mr.  WINDOM,  from  the  same  committee)  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  making  of  treaties 
■with  the  Navajo,  Apache,  and  Utah  Indian  tribes 
in  New  Mexico,  defining  tlieir  limits  and  extin- 
guishing their  titles  to  lands  outside  of  said  lim- 
its; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

UTAU  INDIAN  RESERVATIONS. 

Mr.  WINDOM,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  with  a  substitute,  House  bill  No.  220, 
to  vacate  the  present  Indian  reservations  in  Utah 
Territory,  and  to  settle  the  Indians  in  the  Uinta 
valley;  and  asked  that  it  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  substitute  authorizes  and  requires  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  to  cause  the  several  Indian 
reservations  heretofore  made  or  occupied  as  such 
in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  excepting  Uinta  valley, 
to  be  surveyed  into  tracts  or  lots  not  e.xceediiig 
eighty  acres  each,  to  cause  such  tracts  or  lots  to 
be  sold  upon  sealed  bids,  on  publicadvertisement, 
to  the  highest  and  best  bidder,  and  to  apply  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  to  the  construction  of  im- 
provements on  reservations  that  may  be  estab- 
lished, or  to  the  purchase  of  stock,  agricultural 
implements,  or  such  other  useful  articles  as  may 
seem  best  adapted  to  the  wants  and  requirements 
of  the  Indians;  provided  no  tract  of  land  shall  be 
sold  for  less  than  its  appraised  value  in  cash,  to 
be  duly  ascertained  by  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  second  section  authorizes  and  requires  the 
Buperintendent  of  Indian  affairs  to  collect  and  set- 
tle the  Indians  of  the  Territory  of  Utah  in  the 
Uinta  valley,  which  is  set  apart  for  the  perma- 
nent settleinent  and  exclusive  occupation  of  such 
various  tribes  of  Indians  in  said  Territory  as  may 
be  induced  to  inhabit  it. 

The  third  section  appropriates  ^30,000  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in 
the  Territory  of  Utah  for  the  purpose  of  making 
agricultural  improvements  in  the  Uinta  valley, 
for  the  comfort  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  enable 
them  to  become  self-sustaining. 

The  substitute  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time;andbeingcngro3sed, 
It  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  WINDOM  called  for  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KINNEY,  fe  it  in  order  now  to  discuss 
the  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  lime. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Tellers  were  ordered  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question;  and  Messrs.  Holman  and 
LovEjOY  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  59,  noes  32.  The  Speaker  voted  in  the  af- 
firmative, making  a  quorum. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded, and  the 
main  qui'Htion  ordered. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  WINDOM  moved  to  reconsider  the  vole 
by  which  ihe  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table.   ' 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DTAII  INDIAN  I.AND3. 
Mr.  WINDOM,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported   bark   House  bill    No.  222,  to 


extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Utah  suitable  for  agricultural  and  mineral 
purposes,  with  an  amendment  in  the  nature"of  a 
substitute;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

OREGON  INDIANS. 

Mr.  WINDOM,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back  House  bill  No.  97,  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  trea- 
ties with  the  Indian  tribes  of  southern  and  eastern 
Oregon. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Is  not  that  to  make  treaties 
with  the  Indians  we  have  just  removed.'' 

Mr.  WINDOM.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  think  we 
have  removed  these  Indians. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  thought  we  had  just  made 
an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  these  Indians. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  These  are  not  the  same  In- 
dians. 

Mr.  COX.  This  bill  makes  an  appropriation, 
and  under  the  rules  must  go  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  insists  upon 
his  point  of  order  the  Chair  will  be  compelled  to 
sustain  it. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any  ob- 
jection to  the  bill,  but  I  do  not  understand  all  its 
provisions,  and  I  prefer  that  it  shall  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  where  we  may  discuss  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  have 
an  opportunity  to  discuss  it  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  after  all  the  ap- 
propriation bills  have  been  disposed  of.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

IV] r.  COX.     That  will  answer  my  purpose. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

UNEMPLOYED  GENERAL  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  drop 
from  the  rolls  of  the  Army  unemployed  general 
officers;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  at  length. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Supposing  this  joint  reso- 
lution to  be  so  plain  and  distinct  in  its  character, 
the  resolution  itself  so  brief,  and  involving  so  few 
points,  that  it  can  be  understood  bygentlemen  all 
around  the  Hall  without  difficulty,  and  also  from 
the  fact  that  I  endeavored  to  report  it  some  weeks 
ago,  and,  failing  to  get  the  opportunity,  it  was 
jirintcd  in  the  Globe,  and  copied  generally  into 
the  press  of  the  country,  I  shall  ask  the  House 
to  vote  upon  it  without  delay. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question.  Since  this  bill  h.'S  been  introduced, 
a  number  of  gentlemen  from  theMississippi  val- 
ley interested  in  the  service  of  the  quartermas- 
ter's department  have  made  the  inquiry  as  to  what 
will  be  the  effect  of  it  upon  Brigadier  General 
Robert  Allen,  who  has  been  stationed  at  St.  Louis, 
and  probably  more  recently  at  Louisville,  who 
has  mainly  had  charge  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment in  the  West.  He  has  been  under  orders 
there  for  a  considerable  time.  Now,  the  inquiry 
I  want  to  make  is,  whether  the  effvil  of  this  res- 
olution will  be  to  dismiss  him  from  the  service 
or  not.' 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  will  first  say  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  in  framing  this  bill, 
had  no  reference  to  the  particular  officers  who 
would  be  affected  under  it.  Believing  that  the 
public  service  would  be  benefited  by  the  passage 
of  a  bill  of  this  description,  and  without  any  re- 
gard to  those  who  might  be  affected  by  it  in  one 
way  or  another,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
came  to  the  conclusion  to  present  their  recom- 
mendation in  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution,  and 
to  recommend  its  passage  by  the  House. 

If,  however,  the  gentleman  who  makes  this  in- 
quiry will  direct  his  attention  to  the  joint  resolu- 
tion itself,  he  will  find  that  it  is  not  directed  to 
those  general  officers  who  do  not  happen  to  have 
been  in  command  of  divisions  or  brigades;  it  is 
not  directed  to  those  who  have  no  commands  but 
are  engaged  in  the  performance  of  active  duties, 
although  it  may  not  have  been  in  a  capacity  suit- 
able to  their  respective  ranks.  And  inasmuch  as 
it  has  been  determined  by  the  Department  and  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  put  at  the 
head  of  quartermaster  departments  in  some  de- 
parlments  of  the  Army  officers  having  the  rank 


which  General  Allen  holds,  as  long  as  the  Execu- 
tive Departments  see  properto  keep  them  in  those 
positions,  this  resolution  will  not  affect  them.  I 
repeat,  the  resolution  does  not  apply  to  those  who 
are  simply  without  commands. 

Now,  furthermore,  if  the  gentleman  will  look 
into  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  has 
been  sent  here  in  response  to  a  resolution  of  this 
House,  and  which  has  been  printed,  he  will  find 
there  are  fourteen  major  generals  entirely  unem- 
ployed and  sixteen  brigadier  generals  entirely  un- 
employed, and  that  there  are  thirty-nine  major 
generals  and  brigadier  generals — I  do  not  recollect 
precisely  the  proportion  of  each — who  have  no 
commands,  but  who  are  employed  in  various 
ways,  in  the  War  Department,  at  the  head  of  the 
quartermaster's  department  at  important  points, 
on  boards  of  various  descriptions,  on  courts-mar- 
tial, some  in  one  way  and  some  in  another,  but 
not  in  command  of  brigades  or  divisions. 

That  being  the  fact,  if  there  be  among  those 
thirty-nine  officers  any  whose  employment  is  of 
a  character  that  would  be  proper  to  an  officer  of 
an  inferior  grade,  a  captain,  colonel,  or  major,  in 
the  opinion  and  discretion  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  he  will  be  compelled  to  give  him 
some  better  employment  than  that,  or  the  official 
will  fall  within  the  meaning  of  this  rule.  It  was 
impossible  to  draw  up  the  resolution  so  as  to  ex- 
clude all  discretionary  power  on  the  part  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  broad  dis- 
cretionary power  is  left  with  the  Executive.  He 
will  be  compelled  to  find  employ  ment  for  these  un- 
employed officers,  and  he  will  be  compelled  to  say 
that  those  who  are  now  employed  in  some  capa- 
city not  proper  to  their  respective  grades  of  rank 
shall  be  employed  on  higher  duties,  or  else  they 
will  fall  within  the  provisions  of  this  resolution. 

I  have  made  this  statement  in  reply  to  my  col- 
league, and  I  will  be  glad  to  explain  any  point  in 
the  resolution  which  gentlemen  do  not  now  un- 
derstand. Believing,  as  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  do,  that  it  is  a  public  necessity  and 
propriety  that  this  resolution  should  pass  at  once, 
if  there  be  no-further  explanation  needed,  I  will 
demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COX.  I  understand  that  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  has  now  the  power  to  drop  from 
the  rolls  of  the  Army  any  officer  who  is  unem- 
ployed. ' 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  The  President  has  full  dis- 
cretion to  dismiss  any  officer  from  the  service  in 
the  exercise  of  the  arbitrary  power  he  possesses; 
but  it  is  not  clear  that  it  would  not  be  improper 
for  him  to  exercise  that  power  without  good  rea- 
son for  so  doing. 

Mr.  COX.  I  understand  that  this  resolution 
does  give  the  President  the  arbitrary  power  to  dis- 
miss any  officer  at  any  time  without  assigning  any 
reason  whatever. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  It  gives  the  President  no 
such  power.  The  resolution  drops  the  officer  when 
the  officer  comes  within  the  provisions  of  the  res- 
olution. There  must  be  a  discretion  in  the  Presi- 
dent to  see  that  every  officer  is  employed  accord- 
ing to  his  grade  or  rank,  and  no  other  discretion 
is  left  with  him. 

Mr.  VOORHEES  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.     One  at  a  time. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  I  do  not  expect  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  yield 
to  me.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox] 
to  yield  to  me. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.     I  cannot  yield  now. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  I  have  no  request  to  make 
to  the  gentleman. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana must  make  his  request  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck,]  or  he  cannot  get  the  floor. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  have  yielded  to  my  col- 
league. 

Mr.  COX.     Has  this  bill  been  printed.' 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  It  has  not  been  printed  by 
order  of  the  House,  but  it  has  been  printed  in  the 
Congressional  Globe,  and  in  all  the  newspapers 
throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  COX.  My  colleague  understands  very 
well  that  there  is  something  in  this  bill  which  we 
cannot  comprehend  now,  something  of  a  personal 
nature,  although  he  protests  in  advance  there  is 
not.  I  do  not  think  llinl  my  colleague  intends  to 
do  that.  I  hope  he  is  too  gallant  to  strike  at  any 
brother  officer.  I  ask  my  colleague  to  postpone 
the  resolution  for  a  day  or  two,  until  it  can  be 
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printed,  and  so  that  we  may  see  whetlier  there  is 
any  back-handed  strike  at  any  general  now  un- 
happily unemployed. 

Mr.  SCliENCK.  If  my  colleague  will  deal  in 
direct  inquiry  I  will  understand  him.  I  do  not 
understand  or  regard  his  insinuations.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  resolution  I  do  not  clearly  under- 
stand. There  is  nothing  concealed  in  it.  If  my 
colleague  wants  to  know  whether  it  includes  one 
general  or  another,  and  will  ask  the  question,  if 
it  be  in  my  power  1  will  answer.  There  is  noth- 
ing concealed  in  it,  and  there  is  no  propriety  in 
intimating  such  a  thing.  But  I  cannot  allow  it  to 
go  over  upon  the  mere  suspicion  that  there  is  some- 
thing wrong,  when  we  know  that  nothing  wrong 
or  sinister  is  intended,  and  when  we  repel  any 
such  insinuations. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  need  not  repel  any 
insinuation  until  I  make  it  upon  him.  I  do  not 
know  whether  this  bill  strikes  at  Fremont  or  Mc- 
Clellan  or 

Mr.  SCHENCK.     It  strikes  neither. 

Mr.  COX.  1  do  not  know  but  that  the  gentle- 
man may  himself  misinterpret  the  effect  of  this 
bill,  if  not  its  intent.  I  would  like  to  understand 
what  it  does  mean.  I  do  not  take  things  for 
granted  simply  because  they  come  from  the  Mil- 
itary Committee,  or  because  they  come  from  that 
side  of  the  House.  I  want  to  understand  it  for 
myself,  when  I  am  called  on  to  strike  off  thirty- 
nine  officers  in  certain  conditions  from  certain 
employments.  Who  is  to  be  helped  by  it?  Is 
there  to  be  any  saving  to  the  Government  in  this 
way?-  Are  others  to  be  appointed  in  the  places 
of  those  struck  down?  Let  us  understand  what 
it  does  mean.  I  do  not  deal  in  insinuations  atall, 
but  I  want  to  make  charges  openly  and  boldly 
when  I  can  understand  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  this  bill. 

I  do  not  know  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
intends  to  strike  at  Fremont  or  McClellan,  or  any 
other  meritorious  officers;  but  give  us  at  least  the 
opportunity  to  have  this  bill  printed  and  dis- 
cussed fairly;  and  I  for  one  will  give  it  a  fair  dis- 
cussion. 

I  do  not  stand  here  the  advocate  of  any  man 
unemployed.  I  know,  so  far  as  General  McClel- 
lan is  concerned,  he  does  not  ask  any  favor  from 
that  side  of  the  House.  If  they  choose  to  force 
him  out  of  the  service  or  to  resign,  let  them  pur- 
sue that  course.  If  they  propose  to  take  from 
him  his  pay,  let  them  go  on  and  do  so.  Ho  has 
lost  already  in  the  public  service  every  dollar  ho 
has  made  in  civil  life.  He  is  now  reduced  in  pay, 
and  it  may  be  the  object  of  this  bill,  so  far  as  I 
know,  to  strike  off  the  pay  which  properly  belongs 
to  him.  I  want  this  thing  fully  examined,  and 
to  secure  that  was  the  only  object  of  the  interrup- 
tion 1  have  made. 

Mr. SCHENCK.  Mycolleaguebeingthrough, 
I  will  simply  say  that  when  this  joint  resolution 
was  proposed  to  be  reported  several  v/eeks  ago 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  House  by  being 
read  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  my  colleague  [Mr.  Cox] 
objected  upon  the  ground  that  he  supposed  there 
might  be  a  cat  under  the  meal.  I  do  not  know 
as  I  use  his  exact  language. 

Mr.  COX.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  use  such  ex- 
pressions yet. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  My  colleague  suspected 
some  covert  design;  my  colleague  thought  some- 
body was  struck  at.  i  think  1  have  his  words 
now.  Accordingly,  as  it  required  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House. to  introduce  the  resolution 
as  offered,  it  was  at  that  time  withdrawn  because 
of  that  objection  made  by  my  colleague.  But  al- 
though it  \vas  withdrawn  it  went  into  the  debates 
of  the  day;  it  was  printed,  and  went  into  the  news- 
papers of  the  country  as  being  a  proposition 
of  great  public  interest,  and  worthy  of  being  re- 
peated by  those  who  cater  for  the  public  taste 
and  information.  Now  my  colleague  is  not  apt 
to  shut  his  eyes  to  what  is  contained  in  the  news- 
papers. He  is  keen,  he  is  shrewd,  he  is  critical, 
as  we  have  seen  to-day;  and  I  cannot  but  believe 
that  when  this  bill  proposed  in  the  House  passed 
into  the  public  prints  of  the  day  my  colleague 
took  an  opportunity  to  see  what  it  was.  He, 
havmg  a  mind  of  that  class  and  character,  I  am 
sure  must  have  understood  it;  because  1  appeal 
to  this  House  on  all  sides  whether  the  provisions 
of  this  bill,  simply  as  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk, 
arc  not  of  so  clear  and  distinct  and  precise  a 


character  as  to  be  capable  of  being  comprehended 
without  even  any  special  shrewdness  in  order  to 
guide  one  to  a  proper  conclusion  as  to  what  is  in- 
tended. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  say  to  my  colleague,  so  far 
as  that  is  concerned,  that  I  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  looking  at  our  files  for  the  bills  to  be  passed  upon 
by  us.  1  have  not  seen  this  bill  in  the  newspa- 
pers, or  in  the  Congressional  Globe.  It  was  re- 
ferred back  to  the  gentleman's  committee,  and 
now,  for  the  first  time,  is  brought  into  the  House 
in  form,  and  pressed  upon  us  for  passage. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill  is  re- 
ported in  this  state  of  facts,  and  my  colleague  com- 
pels me  to  repeat  them.  We  find  by  official  re- 
port that  at  the  time  that  report  was  made,  some 
weeks  since,  there  were  twenty-five  unemployed 
general  officers,fourteenmajorgenerals and  eleven 
brigadier  generals  entirely  unemployed.  At  the 
same  time  there  were  thirty-nine  employed,  some 
of  them  in  duties  according  with  their  grades  and 
others  in  duties  not  accoi-diiig  with  their  grades. 
There  were,  in  short,  sixty-four  general  officers 
without  any  command.  It  was  not  thought  proper 
by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  observing 
this  crying  evil,  observing  this  large  number  of 
general  officers  drawing  from  the  United  States 
pay  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  something  like 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year,  to  propose 
to  drop  them  from  the  rolls  arbitrarily,  to  dismiss 
them  from  the  service;  but  it  was  thought  right  l:o 
appeal  to  the  Executive  and  to  say  to  him,  a5  we 
do  virtually  say  by  this  joint  resolution,  "  Here 
you  have,  at  great  expense  to  the  country,  a  large 
number  of  officers  entirely  unemployed.  As  to 
them  we  ask  you  to  give  them  some  employment, 
or  else  we,  by  legislative  action,  will  direct  them 
to  be  dropped  from  the  rolls.  There  are  others, 
some  of  whom  are  not  employed  in  duties  appro- 
priate to  their  ranks;  we  ask  you,  as  to  them,  to 
give  them  proper  and  appropriate  employment, 
and  not  employ  them  in  duties  that  should  be  per- 
formed by  subordinates.  If  you  do  not,  we  will 
have  to  treat  them  in  like  manner  by  legislation." 
This  is.  a  warning  to  the  Executive.  It  is  instruc- 
tions to  the  Executive.  And  its  action  is  contin- 
gent on  what  shall  be  the  action  of  the  Executive. 

Now,  I  do  not  think  it  needs  that  I  should  defend 
the  motives  of  the  Military  Committee  in  propos- 
ing a  bill  of  this  kind.  The  general  demand  of 
the  country  is  but  responded  to  by  such  a  reso- 
lution. The  general  need  of  somethingto  be  done 
is  but  responded  to.  It  is  but  answering  to  that 
general  demand,  and  providing  for  that  general 
need,  that  something  shall  be  done  to  correct  this 
evil.  The  committee  reports  it  without  reference 
to  any  particular  individual  or  officer  who  may 
or  may  not  be  affected  by  it. 

The  gentlemAn  [Mr.  Cox]  has  managed  to  get 
off  a  speech  in  regard  to  McClellan.  It  was  en- 
tirely uncalled  for.  General  McClellan  will  be 
affected  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill  unless  Gen- 
eral McClellan  be  employed.  General  Fremont 
will,  in  like  manner,  be  affected  unless  General 
Fremont  be  employed.  And  so  with  General 
Buell  and  other  general  officers. 

I  have  nothing  to  say  on  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  any  of  these  Oiiicers,  whose  friends  may  be  on 
the  one  or  on  the  other  side  of  this  House.  All 
that  I  say  and  that  I  report  is,  that  a  public  ne- 
cessity exists  for  correcting  this  evil,  and  the  com- 
mittee has  sought  to  correct  it.  I  will  not  even 
be  drawn  into  any  inquiry  as  to  the  merits,  com- 
parative or  intrinsic,  of  any  of  these  officers.  It 
does  not  need  that  I  shall  respond  to  anything 
said  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
It  does  not  need  that  I  should  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion involving  the  merits,  the  capacity,  the 
gallantry,  the  deeds,  or  the  character  of  any  of 
these  officers.  All  I  say  is,  that  tlie  legislative 
department  of  the  Government  desires  that  the 
country  shall  not  be  taxed  to  keep  up  a  large  num- 
ber of  officers  who  are  rendering  no  service  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  pay  that  they  receive.  The  reso- 
lution recites,  not  as  a  part  of  its  effective  matter, 
but  as  a  portion  of  the  preamble  inducing  to  the 
effective  part,  that  there  are  a  great  number  of 
officers  who  are  now  performing  duties  that  per- 
tain to  subordinate  officers.  There  are  colonels, 
meritorious,  gallant  men,  covered  with  scars  and 
glory,  in  the  armies  of  the  Potomac  and  of  the 
Southwest,  who  have  gone  through  battle  after 
battle,  who  have  served  year  after  year,  and  who 
are  not  merely  for  months,  but  almost  for  years 


in  the  command  of  brigades,  having  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities, all  the  duties,  all  the  obligations, 
everything  except  the  rank  and  pay  appurtenant 
to  the  position  which  they  have  been  filling.  One 
effect  of  the  passage  of  this  measure  will  be,  that 
while  we  set  aside  those  who  are  not  performing 
the  duties  appropriate  to  their  rank,  we  shall,  by 
thus  setting  them  aside,  make  openings  for  the 
gallant  officers  who  have  been  bearing  the  heat 
and  burden  of  the  day;  who  have  been  doing  the 
work  while  these  other  gentlemen  have  been  draw- 
ing the  pay. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  if  there  is  not  now  authority  in  the 
President  to  drop  these  general  officers,  without 
any  resolution  whatever,  and  whether  they  can- 
not be  dropped  without  any  further  legislation 
upon  the  part  of  Congress? 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  He  has  power  to  dismiss^ 
them  from  the  Army,  but  that  would  imply  some- 
thing wrong  on  their  part.  We  desire  no  such 
thing.  We  desire  that  by  our  legislation  officers, 
who  have  been  and  shall  be  for  a  long  tuTie  en- 
tirely unemployed,  may  be  simply  dropped  from 
the  rolls  of  the  Army  by  virtue  of  that  legislation, 
without  implying  anything  wrong  on  their  part, 
or  attaching  any  disgrace  or  dishonor  to-them. 
For  the  President  to  dismiss  them  absolutely  and 
arbitrarily  would  imply  impropriety  on  their  part. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  if  the  committee  have  any  information 
why  these  officers  are  not  employed? 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  We  have  not.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  some  of  them  ought  to  be  employed, 
who  ought  to  have  commands  assigned  them, 
while  there  are  others  who,  perhaps,  ought  to  be 
employed  in  different  vocations  than  the  military 
service. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  As  I  understand  this  resolu- 
tion, its  effect  is  absolutely  to  drop  from  the  rolls 
of  the  Army  every  officer  who  has  been  unem- 
ployed for  a  certain  length  of  time  on  the  15th  of 
this  month. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  And  who  shall  be  unem- 
ployed then. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Now,  does  the  committee 
doubt  that  some  of  these  officers  who  would  be 
included  in  that  category  are  meritorious  officers? 
If  so, they  ought  not  to  be  thus  dropped  out  be- 
cause they  have  not  been  employed  by  any  au- 
thority. It  seems  to  me  it  is  important  that  the 
men  who  are  not  fit  for  these  places  should  be 
dismissed,  or  in  some  way  be  taken  out  of  the 
service,  while  it  is  more  important  for  us  to  retain 
those  who  have  merit,  and  I  think  the  resolution 
should  provide  some  mode  of  discriminating  be- 
tween these  classes  of  officers. 

In  conversation  the  other  day  with  an  officer 
holding  a  high  position  in  the  military  service, 
while  alluding  to  these  unemployed  officers,  he 
said  there  were  many  of  them  who  were  never 
fit  to  hold  the  positions  they  occupied  and  ought 
to  be  dismissed ,  while  there  were  others  who  were 
meritorious  officers  and  ought  to  be  retained ;  that 
there  should  not  be  a  general  dismissal  of  all  this 
class  of  officers  without  discrimination  as  to 
whether  they  had  merit  or  not.  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  will  perfect  some  meas- 
ure by  which  that  discrimination  shall  be  made, 
and  not  require  the  House  to  pass  to-day  upon 
so  sweeping  a  measure  as  this. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  infer  from  the  inquiries  of 
the  gentleman  that  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  there 
are  among  the  unemployed  officers,  and  among 
those  not  employed  in  positions  suitable  to  their 
rank,  those  who  ought  to  be  employed  differently. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  have  not  that  information 
which  would  enable  me  to  judge  correctly  as  to 
who  are  meritorious.  It  is  clear  that  there  arc 
some  of  these  unemployed  officers  who  are  per- 
fectly unworthy  to  retain  position  in  the  Army; 
and  I  take  it  for  granted  there  are  others  more 
meritorious;  and  the  inquiry  1  make  is  whether 
it  is  just  thus  to  inflict  this  punishment  upon  ihetn 
in  consequence  of  these  unworthy  officers  being 
unemployed  ? 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Ifthe  gentleman  had  allowed 
me  to  finish  my  sentence  he  would  have  had  no 
occasion  to  interrupt  me.  I  said  that  there  were 
i^  this  list  officers  of  high  standing  and  character 
who,  in  my  judgment,  ought  to  be  employed.  I 
said  also  that,  in  my  opinion,  there  were  officers 
employed  in  subordinate  capacities  who  ought  to 
liave  commands  in  accordance  with  their  rank. 
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Mr.  KERNAN.  Tlicn,  I  say,  let  us  get  some 
scheme  that  will  discriminate  between  the  mer- 
itorious and  those  without  merit.  Let  us  have 
some  tribunal  that  will  sift  them  out,  and  dis- 
miss the  unworthy,  while  they  retain  the  worthy. 
■  Mr.SCHENCK.  I  heard  tiie  gentleman  upon 
that  point,  and  I  beg  to  say  that  while  we  agree 
in  our  premises,  I  think  we  do  not  in  our  con- 
clusions. You  must  leave  the  discretion  some- 
where; you  must  leave  the  discretion  of  exercising 
this  arbitrary  power  with  the  Executive,  who  is 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  in 
respect  to  the  employment  of  officers  in  such  po- 
sitions as  lie  may  see  fit  to  assign  them.  Now, 
sir,  it  is  not  for  us  to  inquire  how,  when  a  man 
reaches  the  high  posiiion  of  a  general  officer,  he 
shall  be  particularly  employed.  We  must  neces- 
sarily leave  that  to  the  authority  which  is  to  em- 
ploy him.  I  can  easily  understand  that  an  officer 
may  not  be  suitably  employed.  I  can  easily  un- 
derstand that  an  officer  may  be  fitted  for  a  great 
many  duties,  and  that  he  may  not  be  equal  to  the 
particular  duties  of  the  grade  or  rank  to  which  he 
happens  to  be  promoted.  It  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  that  officer  should  be  dismissed  from 
the  service  with  disgrace,  that  he  should  be  dis- 
charged arbitrarily,  as  if  he  had  done  something 
wrong.  Therefore  we  propose  to  strip  the  ques- 
tion of  all  accidents  of  that  kind.  We  propose 
to  remove  all  objections  arising  from  cases  of  that 
character  and  to  bring  it  (iown  to  the  simple  jiro- 
vision,  that,  finding  ihatthe  President  of  the  United 
States  does  not  employ  officers  under  the  discre- 
tion confided  to  him,  we,  representing  the  Treasury 
of  the  people,  shall  say  to  the  President,  after  due 
notice  and  consideration,  that  unless  unemployed 
officers  shall  be  employed,  and  unless  officers 
shall  be  employed  according  to  their  rank,  they 
shall  be  dropped  and  others  appointed  to  fill  their 
places.  That  is  the  whole  extent  and  meaning 
of  the  resolution.     It  does  not  go  further. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  In  looking  over  the  bill  with 
care,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  one  of  the  evils 
complained  of  has  been  remedied,  and  that  is  in 
reference  to  the  staff  of  a  general  officer  relieved  of 
command.  1  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
an  amendment  to  his  resolution,  like  this:  that 
whenever  a  general  officer  shall  be  relieved  from 
actual  service  fov  any  cause,  the  staff  officers  of 
such  general  officer  shall  be  assigned  to  other  duty 
or  dismissed  from  the  service. 

The  reason  for  that  is  this:  in  looking  over  the 
report  made  to  the  House  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  I  notice  that  a  single  general  had  on  his 
staff  since  relieved  from  duty  six  officers — three 
colonels,  a  lieutenant  colonel,  a  major,  and  a  cap- 
tain, receiving  pay  during  the  entire  time  amount- 
ing to  §10,000  a  year.  It  seems  to  me  if  from  any 
cause  a  general  officer  is  relieved  from  duty,  his 
staff  officers  should  be  assigned  to  other  duty  or 
dismissed  from  the  service.  I  trust  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  will  accept  my  amendmcntas  a 
modification  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.SCHENCK.  Icannotconsenttothat,and 
for  this  reason:  this  Congress  will  find  it  incon- 
venient to  take  command  of  the  Army.  It  will  be 
inconvenicntforus  to  say  when  an  officer  has  been 
relieved  from  one  duty  he  shall  be  appointed  to 
another.  If  we  undertake  that,  we  will  find  our- 
selves undertaking  a  control  and  discretion  which 
must  be  left  necessarily  to  the  Prtsidentand  those 
who  act  for  him  in  the  Departments.  It  i.s  only 
when  the  evil  becomes  crying,  it  is  only  when  the 
officers  ha ve re inained  unemployed  for  a  long  time, 
foraquarterofay('ar,and  not  employed  when  the 
resolution  gO'-a  into  effect,  still  remainiiig  unem- 
ployed, that  Congress  shall  interfere  as  priiposed; 
that  men  shall  no  longer  continue  to  receive  pay 
without  rendering  an  equivalent  in  the  way  of  ser- 
vice. The  exigencies  of  the  service  do  not  always 
afford  immediate  employment  fm- officers.  It  may 
be  two  or  three  weeks  bef(jre  employment  can  be 
found  f(jr  an  officer  when  relieved  from  duty.  It 
may  be  that  a  great  many  circumstances  re(]uire 
the  officer  to  be  relieved  from  duty  which  cannot 
be  known  except  to  the  officer  in  command.  There- 
fore relieving  from  duty  and  putting  on  duty  can- 
not be  made  by  legislation,  but  must  be  subject 
to  the  di.icretion  left  with  the  commander  of  the 
Army.     I  demand  the  previous  question.  ' 

Mr.  COX.  Then;  are  various  amendments  to 
be  offered  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  we  think 
it  no  more  than  fair  and  just  lluit  we  should  have 
nn  opportunity  to  djacuos  the  resolution.     I  hope 


that  my  colleague  will  not  press  it  to  a  vote  to- 
day; that  he  will  let  the  resolution  be  printed,  and 
let  amendments  we  deem  essential  be  voted  on. 
We  will  then  assist  liim  to  have  action  on  the 
measure.  This  side  of  the  House  is  determined 
that  this  shall  be  done.  We  will  have  a  fair  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  and  an  opportunity  to  pre- 
sent amendments. 

I  know  the  gentleman  has  made  a  frank  and 
fair  exposition  of  this  bill,  but  we  do  not  under- 
stand it  in  the  light  in  which  he  has  explained  it, 
and  think  that  certain  amendments  should  be  of- 
fered. I  ask  the  gentleman  in  all  fairness  not  to 
press  the  resolution  to  a  vote  this  evening.  Give 
us  some  opportunity  to  amend  it.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  yield  me  the  floor  for  that  purpose,  I 
will  move  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  cannot  yield  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  gentleman  asks  me  to  withdraw  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question  in  order  that 
some  measure  may  be  taken  to  give  time  to  con- 
sider this  resolution.  1  was  about  to  consent,  but 
I  understand  the  gentleman  has  indulged  in  a  threat 
if  I  do  not 

Mr.  COX.  No,  sir;  I  cautiously  avoided  giv- 
ing expression  to  any  threat;  and  my  gallant  col- 
league ought  not  to  be  scared  by  a  threat  any- 
how. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  do  not  think  we  should  go 
on  paying  and  paying  those  who  for  some  reason 
or  other  are  not  rendering  services;  but  if  the  gen- 
tleman says  he  does  not  make  a  threat  I  agree 
that  the  resolution  shall  be  made  a  special  order 
for  some  future  time. 

Mr.  COX.  That  will  be  right.  Let  the  gen- 
tleman fix  his  time. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  What  day,  Mr.  Speaker, 
can  this  be  made  a  special  order? 

Mr.  COX.  The  1st  day  of  April,  I  suggest. 
[Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  say  there 
are  no  special  orders  now  in  the  House.  All  spe- 
cial orders  are  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 
It  can  be  made  the  special  order  for  any  morning 
except  Friday  next,  to  which  time  a  question  of 
privilege  is  postponed. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Then  I  will  say  Thursday 
next. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  That  is  not  long  enough. 
I  do  not  object  in  any  captious  spiritatall.  I  hope 
gentlemen  will  give  us  reasonable  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  What  day  does  the  gentle- 
man suggest.' 

Mr.VOORHEES.   SayTuesday  of  next  week. 

iMr.  SCHENCK.     That  will  be  satisfactory. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  and  made  the  special  order 
for  Tue.sday  next,  after  the  morning  hour,  and 
from  day  to  day  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SCFIENCK.  It  IS  proposed  in  the  bill 
that  it  shall  take  effect  from  the  15th  day  of  March, 
which  is  the  day  to  which  its  consideration  is 
postponed.  That  day  was  selected  by  the  com- 
mittee because  the  bill  was  prepared  some  time 
since.  I  suggest,  therefore,  now,  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  modified  so  as  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of 
April  instead  of  the  15th  of  March. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was 
modified  accordingly, 

AMBULANCE  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  reported  back  an  act  (S.  No.  30)  to 
establish  a  system  of  ambulances  in  the  United 
States  Army,  with  sundry  verbal  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time;  and  it  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PROVOST  MARSHAL  GENERAL. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  the  Provost  Marshal 
General;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title. 

The  bill  was  read  in  cxlenso. 

Mr.  IIOLMAN.  I  would  inquire  what  is  the 
present  rank  of  that  officer.' 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.     Colonel. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  And  this  bill  proposes  to 
make  iiim  a.  brigadier  general? 


Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.     Yes. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  FRANK  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  68,  nays  26;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Ancona,  Arnold,  Ashley,  John 
D.  lialdwln,  Baxter,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Blow,  Brooniall, 
William  G.  Brown,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswcll,  Doming,  Don- 
nelly, Driggs,  Eden,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Ganson,  Garfield, 
Hale,  Harrington,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  \V.  Hubbard, 
Hulburd,  Julian,  ICasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Laz.ear,  Longy ear,  Marvin, McAllister,  McBride,  McClurg, 
Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorlicad,  Morrill,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nelson,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill, 
Orth,  Pendleton,  Perliani,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Alexander 
H.Riee,  John  H.Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  James  S.  Rol- 
lins, Schenck,  Shannon,  Stebbins,  Sliles,  Stuart,  Sweat, 
Thayer,  Upson,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Webster,  Williams, 
Wilder,  and  Windom — 68. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allison,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bout- 
well,  Chanler,  Dawes,  Dixon,  Eckley,  Eldrldge,  Frank, 
Holman,  John  H.  Hubbard,  William  Johnson,  Law,  Le 
Blond,  Middleton,  Daniel  Morris,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Pike, 
Price,  Rogers,  Scofield,  Tracy,  William  B.  Washburn,  Jo- 
seph W.  White,  and  Wilson— 26. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PAY  AND  PENSIONS  OF  CHAPLAINS. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  back  sundry  memorials 
from  chaplains  of  the  Army,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  amend  section  nine  of  the  act  approved 
July  17,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  define  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  certain  officers  of  the  Army, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides  that  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  chaplains  in  the 
regular  and  volunteer  service,  and  in  hospitals, 
shall  not  suffer  any  diminution  of  their  pay  and 
allowances  when  absent  from  duty  on  leave,  on 
account  of  sickness  or  other  disability,  or  when 
held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  so  amends  the 
pension  act  of  July,  1862,  as  to  include  chaplains 
in  the  regularand  volunteer  service;  provided  that 
the  pension  to  which  a  chaplain  shall  be  entitled 
for  total  disability  shall  be  twenty  dollars  a  month; 
and  it  provides  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
which  the  section  is  an  amendment  shall  apply 
to  the  widows,  children,  mothers,  and  sisters  of 
chaplains  of  the  land  forces  who  have  died  since 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1861,  or  shall  die  of  wounda 
or  disease  contracted  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  or  while  such  chaplains  are  or  shall  be  in 
the  line  of  their  duty. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  rel^d 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed  ;  and  also  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ARMY  STOREKEEPERS. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  also,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  back  sundry 
memorials  from  storekeepers  in  the  United  States 
Army,  asking  Congress  to  enact  a  law  defining 
their  rank,  and  moved  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
same,  and  that  they  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  ROAD  IN  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  also,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  back  bill  of  the  House  No. 
115,  granting  lands  to  the  Territory  of  Washing- 
ton to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  military  road 
from  Fort  Walla-Walla  to  Puget  Sound,  with  an 
amendment  in  the  shape  of  an  additional  section, 
and  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  the  previous 
question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw that  demand. 
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Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  will  do  so,  and  yield 
to  the  gpntieman  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  hope  that  the 
passage  of  this  bill  will  not  be  insisted  on  at  this 
time.  The  bill  has  not  been  printed,  and  we  have 
had  no  opportunity  to  scrutinize  its  provisions. 
It  makes  an  immense  grant  of  the  public  domain, 
and  we  ought  at  least  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
carefully  examining  it.  There  are  bills  of  this 
character  now  before  Congress  granting  about  one 
hundred  million  acres  of  the  publicdomain  which 
the  homestead  bill  designed  to  reserve  for  the  peo- 
ple themselves  for  the  purpose  of  actual  settlement 
and  improvement.  I  am  opposed  to  frittering 
away  the  public  domain  of  the  United  Slates  by 
indirection,  as  well  as  by  any  policy  of  open  aban- 
donment. I  hope  that  the  bill  will  be  recommitted 
and  printed, so  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity 
at  some  future  period  of  examining  it.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  will  yield  to  me  for  the 
purpose,  I  will  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  No,  sir;  I  cannot  yield 
to  the  gentleman  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  how  many  acres  of  the  public  do- 
main this  bill  appropriates.' 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  It  appropriates  the 
alternate  sections  for  three  miles  on  each  side  of 
the  proposed  road,  which  is  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  in  length  between  the  termini. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  How  many  acres  of  land  does 
it  appropriate.' 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  cannot  state  the 
number  of  acres. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  What  is  the  estimated  cost  of 
the  road  per  mile.' 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Idonotknow.  There 
has  been  no  survey  of  the  road  as  yet,  and  no 
such  estimate  has  been  made. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  Then  I  hope  the  bill  will  not 
be  put  through  in  this  way. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  This  bill  is  precisely 
lilce  other  bills  which  have  passed  Congress  at 
previous  sessions,  granting  lands  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  military  roads  and  turnpikes. 
There  is  a  large  section  of  country,  probably  two 
thirds  of  the  distance  over  which  this  road  is  to  be 
constructed,  which  is  a  desert,  where  the  lands  are 
utterly  worthless, and  there  is  no  portion  of  the 
country  through  which  the  road  is  to  be  built 
where  settlers  will  go  and  settle  until  you  build 
the  road. 

Besides,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  emigrant  is  now 
obliged,  from  the  want  of  a  road  between  these 
two  points  across  the  Cascade  mountains,  to  sell 
his  stock,  or  give  it  away ,  or  leave  it  in  the  mount- 
ains in  the  vicinity  of  Walla-Walla,  and  take 
boat  and  go  down  the  Columbia  river  before  he 
can  reach  the  western  slope  of  the  mountains. 

Mr.  NORTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  seems  to 
be  some  doubt  in  the  minds  of  members  as  to  the 
merits  of  this  bill,  and  it  would  be  well  if  the 
House  had  some  time  to  consider  it.  If  my  col- 
league will  yield  to  me,  I  will  make  a  motion  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  have  no  objection  to 
yield  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  Will  the  gentleman  withdraw 
that  motion  that  I  may  introduce  a  resolution  of 
inquiry? 

Mr.  NORTON.    I  will  do  so. 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  ANCONA,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  inform  the  House  as  to  the  causes  for  the  delay 
in  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  draft  of  the 
militia  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvatjia  in  October, 
1862,  and  to  state  whetherany  legislation  is  requi- 
site to  facilitate  and  secure  the  prompt  settlement 
of  such  expenses. 

Mr.  NELSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  make  it 
include  also  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  accept  the  modification,  and 
move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  its  operation 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachufsetts,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 


"An  act  to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade  of  line 
officersof  the  United  States  Navy," apjiroved  July 
16,  1862;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

HOMESTEADS  FOR  THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

Mr.  JULIAN ,  by  unanimous  consent,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  a  bill  to  se- 
cure to  persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  homesteads  on  confiscated  or 
forfeited  estates  in  insurrectionary  districts;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  now  insist  on  my  motion 
to  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
forty  minutes  past  four  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the  House 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  March  9,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  com- 
municating, in  obedience  to  the  act  of  July  14, 
1862,  for  the  relief  of  preemptors  on  the  home 
reservation  of  the  Winnebagoes  in  the  Blue  Earth 
region,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  a  schedule  of 
claims  presented  under  that  act  and  the  awards 
to  be  paid  to  the  claimants  for  losset  by  reason 
of  the  appropriation  of  their  settlements  for  Indian 
reservations;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  requested  to  present 
the  memorial  of  the  Ohio  Wool-Growers'  Asso- 
ciation, recently  assembled  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
in  which  they  represent  that  the  number  of  dogs 
enumerated  in  the  State  of  Ohio  is  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  thousand,  and  the  actual  num- 
ber is  nearly  five  hundred  thousand;  that  the  dep- 
redations of  these  dogs  tend  to  prevent  the  growth 
of  wool  in  that  and  the  adjoining  States;  and  they 
pray  that  Congress  may  lay  a  heavy  tax  on  them . 
I  ask  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

It  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  the  memorial  of  T. 
W.  Higginson,  colonel  commanding  the  first  regi- 
ment of  South  Carolina  volunteers,  praying  for 
an  appropriation  to  pay  the  enlisted  men  of  that 
regiment  the  arrears  now  due  under  the  original 
contract  of  enlistment,  and  to  legalize  the  pay- 
ments already  made  to  it  by  Major  W.  J.  Wood, 
paymaster;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
George  Griswold  and  others,  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  praying  for  indemnification  for  losses 
sustained  by  the  spoliation  on  our  commerce  by 
French  cruisers  prior  to  September,  1800;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  nineteen  memorials 
of  citizens  of  Minnesota,  remonstrating  against 
any  change  being  made  by  Congress  in  the  act 
granting  lands  to  that  State  for  railroad  purposes; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Atsion,  New  Jersey,  praying  for  an  in- 
crease in  the  facilities  for  the  transportation  of 
mails,  passengers,  and  freight  between  the  cities 
of  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  91) 
to  quiet  titles  in  favor  of  parties  in  actual  posses- 
sion of  lands  situated  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  28)  declaring  the 
objects  of  the  war,  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 


was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  151)  relating  to  chap- 
lains, and  for  other  puposes,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  261)  to  provide  for  the 
voluntary  enlistment  of  any  persons,  residents  of 
certain  States,  into  the  regiments  of  other  States, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  wao  re- 
ferred a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  47)  for  the 
relief  of  Rev.  W.  B.  Matchett,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

REGISTER  TO  STEAMER  MOHAWK. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  a  joint  resolution 
(S.  No.  31)  authorizing  the  issue  of  a  register  to 
the  steamer  Mohawk,  have  instructed  me  to  re- 
port it  back  without  amendment.  If  there  is  no 
objection,  I  will  ask  that  it  be  put  upon  its  passage 
now,  as  it  will  take  but  a  moment. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  joint  resolution 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  ilie  Whole. 

It  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
issue  an  American  register  to  the  Canadian-built 
steamer  Mohawk  now  owned  by  Warren  Chap- 
man, George  Parmelee,and  Matthias  Teetzel,  of 
St.  Joseph,  in  the  Slate  of  Michigan. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  was  rend  the  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

INTEREST  ON  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  report  back  the  joint 
resolution  (H.  R.  No.  37)  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate  the  payment 
of  interest  on  the  public  debt,  with  an  amend- 
ment; and  I  move  that  it  be  made  the  special  order 
for  one  o'clock  to-morrow.  It  is  important  to 
have  the  mailer  disposed  of. 

Mr.  FOOT.  It  would  be  better  to  fix  it  for 
half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  But  it  might  give  rise  to 
debate,  and  if  so  it  would  go  over  at  one  o'clock 
if  that  were  done. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  make  the  suggestion  merely  be- 
cause if  any  matter  should  be  left  as  unfinished 
business  to-day  it  would  take  precedence  of  this 
measure  at  one  o'clock  if  this  were  simply  made 
a  special  order. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Then  I  move  to  make  this 
joint  resolution  the  special  order  for  half  past 
twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  by  atwo-thirds  vote. 

BRITISH  PRESENT  TO  A  SHIP-MASTER. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  President's 
message  relating  to  the  schooner  Highlander  and 
the  proposition  giving  to  the  master  authority  to 
receive  a  present  from  the  British  Government, 
have  had  the  same  again  under  consideration,  and 
have  directed  me  to  make  a  supplementary  report 
in  the  shape  of  a  resolution  which  I  will  send  to 
the  Chair.  .If  there  be  no  objection,  I  will  ask 
that  it  be%cted  on  now. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  It  appears  that  the  schooner  Highlander  was 
not  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and  tlial, 
though  in  tlie  service  of  the  quartermaster's  department, 
lier  master  had  no  commission  under  the  United  States, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  master  of  the  Highlander  is  notn  per- 
son liolding  an  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  United 
States,  such  as  is  contemplated  in  the  Constitution  in  its 
prohibition  ofan  acceptance  ofa  presentfroni  a  king,  prince, 
or  foreign  State  without  the  consent  of  Congress. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  In  explanation  of  this  reso- 
lution, I  send  a  letter  from  the  Department  of 
Slate  to  the  Chair,  which   1  ask  to  have  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  March  r>,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  oral  inquiries  in  regard  to  the 
schooner  Highlander,  I  havetiie  honor  to  acquaint  you  that 
this  Uepartinent  has  been  officially  informed  that  neither 
that  vessel  nor  her  commander  wore  in  the  naval  service. 
Informal  inquiries  at  the  War  Department  have  resulted 
In  ascertaining  (hat  she  was  in  the  servie<^  of  the  quarter-  • 
master's  depiirlinent,  hut  that  the  captain  held  no  commis- 
sion under  the  United  States.  It  may  be  questloimlile, 
therefore,  whether  he  held  such  an  olfice  of  trust  and  prc/fit 
as  is  contemplated  In  the  clause  of  the  Cnnslimtion  which 
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forbids  tlic  acenptaiice  of  presents  without  the  consent  of 
Congress.  In  a  case  of  doubt,  however,  it  may  be  consid- 
ered preferable  to  refer  the  matter  to  Congress,  as  has  been 
done  in  the  instance  of  the  Highlander. 

I  have  ttic  honor  to  be,  sir,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  Charles  Sdm:<er,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 

Foreig7i  Relations,  Senate. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Tlie  committee  have  had  the 
subject  under  considei-;itioii,and  have  directed  me 
to  report  the  resolution  which  has  been  read, 
which  would  be  in  the  nature  of  an  answer  by 
the  Senate  to  the  message  of  the  President. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  In  order  to  finish  this  sub- 
ject, 1  will  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  and  indefi- 
nitely postpone  the  joint  resolution  we  Iiad  under 
consideration  the  otiier  day  with  reference  to  the 
mn.ster  of  the  schooner. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  joint  reso- 
lution (S.  No.  29)  giving  the  assent  of  Congress 
to  the  acceptance  of  a  watch  from  the  British 
Privy  Council  of  Trade,  by  the  master  of  the 
American  schooner  Highlander,  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

JOHN  DICKSON. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  AfTiui's  and  the  Militia,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  296)  for  the  bene- 
fit of  John  Dickson  of  Illinois,  to  report  it  back, 
and  a.«k  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  hope  that  bill  will  not  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  but  that  it 
will  be  taken  up  for  consideration  at  this  time.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  if  the  Senate  spend  two 
minutes  in  hearing  the  report  of  the  Flouse  of 
Representatives,  it  will  be  passed  without  a  dis- 
senting voice.  It  is  a  case  of  extreme  hardship, 
in  which  a  man  will  be  ruined  unless  he  receives 
relief  before  next  Saturday. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Thefirst  question 
will  be  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  report  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  fi-om 
Iowa  now  asks  the  Senate  to  give  its  unanimous 
consent  to  consider  this  bill  at  the  present  tiine. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  (H.R.  No.  296)  for  the  benefit 
of  John  Dickson,  of  Illinois,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.    It  directs  that  the  sum  of  $21,000  be 

Eaid  to  John  Dickson,  of  Illinois,  to  compensate 
im  for  the  damages  he  sustained  by  reason  of  the 
failure  of  J.  W.  Belgcr,  quartermaster  of  United 
Stales  volunteers,  to  receive  one  hundred  thousand 
bushels  of  corn  tendered  him  by  Dickson ,  under  a 
contract  therefor. 

Mr.  WiLLEY.  I  hope  that  this  bill  will  pass. 
1  have  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  which  I  will  ask  may  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

Tlio  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  John  Dickson,  forcompensation  for  damages 
on  account  of  the  non-acceptance  of  one  liundred  thousand 
busliels  of  corn  by  the  Government,  in  pursuance  of  a  con- 
tract made  by  Colonel  Belger,  quartermaster  at  Baltimoro, 
beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  Ond  that  the  statements  contained  In  the  fol- 
lowing letter  of  Mr.  Dickson  are  true,  and  they  report  a  bill 
for  Ills  relief,  giving  Inm  the  actual  difference  between  the 
contract  price — seventy  five  cents  per  bushel— agreed  to  be 
paid  by  the  Government  and  price  realized  byT)ickson  for 
ttie  corn  when  he  was  obliged  to  sell  it  in  the  market  of 
Baltimore,  namely,  lifty-fonr  cents.  This  is  twenty-one 
cents  per  bushel,  amounting  to  .5"2I,000.  This  does  not  in- 
clude anything  lor  storage,  drayage,  or  interest. 

Washinoton,  D.  C,  February  20,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  request  I  hand  you 
the  lollowing  statement: 

In  the  month  of  Dect-mber,  1861,  I  purchased  of  J.  W. 
Bell,  of  Illinois,  a  contract  made  with  him  by  the  Govern- 
ment, at  Baltimore, on  Ihe28ih  day  of  November,  1S6I,  for 
the  delivery  of  one  liuiidri:d  thousand  bushelsof  coriijio  be 
delivered  in  Baltimori' at  si.xty-niiie  cents  per  bushel, and  six 
ceuu  per  bushel  for  the  sack— In  all  seventy-five  cents  per 
bushel.  I  agreed  to  p.ay  Bell  $'Mi)  for  the  contract,  provided 
the  quartermaster  at  Baltimore  would  sanction  the  assign- 
ment of  the  contract  by  Bell  to  me.  I  deposited  the  money 
will)  a  gentli-man  in  Chicago.  And  I  was  to  take  the  contract 
and  goon  to  l!altirn(ne,andlf  the  quartermaster  would  ac- 
knowledge the  coniract'and  the  assignment  to  be  right  and 
correct,  then  1  was  to  telegraph  the  gentleman  in  Chicago 
to  pay  over  the  money  to  Hell.  I  came  on  to  Baltimore; 
called  upon  the  quartermaster,  (Major  Belger;)  showed  him 
tlic  coiilraet  with  the  asslKnimnt  by  Bell.  Bidger  assured 
me  that  ii  was  all  right,  and  would  be  carried  out,  and  or- 
dered my  mime  to  be  puton  his  books  In  thi^  placeofBeirs  ; 
also,  when  ht:  made  (ml  his  report  of  eontr.icts  made  with 
different  parties,  I  wa.H  one  of  the  eonlractor«  named  ;  and 
m^  name  andcontrnct  were  sent  with  others  to  the  receiver 
o(  produce  at  the  Camden  olation  of  the  Ilaltimoru  and 


Ohio  railroad,  but  there  was  no  order  sent  to  receive  the 
corn,  and  I  was  put  otf  from  day  to  day  for  two  months, 
tlie  (juartermaster  stating  that  they  had  no  capacity  to  dis- 
pose of  the  corn,  for  they  had  such  quantities  on  hand,  and 
at  the  same  time  were  receiving  corn  from  other  partiesat 
two  cents  per  bushel  more  than  I  was  to  get  for  mine. 
After  waiting  over  two  months,  I  made  a  written  tender  of 
the  corn  to  him.  He  then  referred  me  to  the  Quartermaster 
General  in  Washington,  and  when  I  called  upon  him  he 
said  they  had  more  corn  on  hand  than  he  could  dispose  of, 
but  wanted  to  know  wliy  Belger  referred  these  things  to 
him,  as  he  (Belger)  made  the  contract. 

I  held  the  corn  until  the  month  of  June,  1862,  paying 
storage.  It  was  during  this  month  that  the  (iuartermaster 
General  refused  to  receive  the  corn.  Tlieii  I  was  compelled 
to  sell  on  a  low  market  in  hot  weather,  receiving  at  an  av- 
erage of  fifty-four  cents  per  bushel,  leaving  me  at  a  loss  of 
twenty-one  cents  per  bushel,  besides  storage  and  the  inter- 
est of  money  tliat  1  had  borrowed  to  purchase  the  corn  and 
bags  with.  After  I  paid  for  the  bags  and  corn,  and  ex- 
penses, I  could  not  have  made  over  one  cent  per  bushel. 
However,  I  fulfilled  my  part  of  the  contract  in  good  faith.  1 
never  once  thouglit  but  what  the  Government,  through  her 
agents,  would  do  the  same  by  me.  I  borrowed  the  money 
to  pay  for  tlie  corn  and  expenses,  and  my  neighbors  in- 
dorsed my  notes,  with  the  expectation  that  I  would  return 
the  money  in  sixty  days.  I  was  not  able  to  do  so  owing  to 
the  Government  failing  to  receive  the  corn.  When  I  re- 
turned home  I  relieved  my  indorsers  by  giving  trust  deeds 
upon  my  property,  which  deeds  matured  several  months 
since.  I  paid  on  them  what  money  I  received,  and  the 
time  has  been  extended  until  now.  I  expended  several 
thousand  dollars  of  my  own,  which  leaves  me  now  more 
tliaii  .§25,000  worse  oft"  than  v/hen  I  commenced.  In  the 
mean  time  I  was  struck  down  liy  apoplexy,  caused  by  ex- 
citement and  over-exertion,  and  I  am  now  ruined  in  health 
and  property.  Tlie  President  has  three  times  indorsed  me 
and  my  claim,  and  requested  that  I  should  be  relieved. 
The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  of  the  last  Congress 
made  a  unanimous  report  in  my  favor.  It  passed  two  read- 
ings in  Congress  without  a  dissenting  voice.  Judge  Olin, 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  assured  me  that  the  case 
was  too  plain  for  a  doubt ;  I  feel  that  the  claim  is  as  honest 
and  as  just  as  Heaven  itself.  I  pray  for  relief,  and  to  this 
honorable  committee,  to  save  me  from  bankruptcy  and 
want,  now  in  my  advanced  age.  If  1  have  done  anything 
wrong  on  my  part,  then  I  do  not  want  it ;  but  if  1  have  hon- 
estly done  my  duty,  then  save  me  ;  defeat  and  disappoint- 
ment will  send  me  to  my  grave.  I  plead  that  I  have  served 
the  Government  as  an  honest,  loyal  man  should  do,  and 
should  not  the  Government  be  faithful  to  her  engagements.' 
In  the  name  of  God  and  justice  I  appeal  to  the  honorable 
committee  to  examine  my  case,  and  if  they  in  their  judg- 
ment consider  it  just,  I  will  hope  to  get  immediate  relief 
that  will  save  me  from  trouble  and  my  property  from  being 
sacrificed.  It  must  be  done  at  once  or  it  will  be  too  late. 
And  I  will  ever  pray. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DICKSON,  of  Illinois. 
Hon.  R.  C.  ScHENCK,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Jljfairs,  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed  the  bill 
of  the  Senate  (No.  30)  to  establish  a  uniform 
system  of  ambulances  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  with  amendtnenls;  in  which  it  requested 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  the  following  bills,  in  which  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate  was  requested: 

A  bill  (No.  220)  to  vacate  and  sell  the  present 
Indian  reservations  in  Utah  Territory  and  to  set- 
tle the  Indians  of  said  Territory  in  the  Uinta 
valley; 

A  bill  (No.  301)  to  amend  an  act  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  so  as  to  in- 
crease the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  the 
Provost  Marshal  General;  and 

A  bill  (No.  302)  to  amend  section  nine  of  the  act 
approved  July  17, 1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  define 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Army,  and  for  other  purposes." 

BILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.NicoLAY,  his  Secretary,  announced 
that  the  President  had  approved  and  signed  on 
the  8ih  instant  the  following  bills  : 

A  liill  (S.  No.  15)  to  incorporate  the  Waeliing- 
ton  City  Savings  Bank; 

A  bill  (S.  No."  19)  for  the  relief  of  L.  F.  Car- 
tee; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  39)  to  authorize  the  enrollment 
and  license  of  the  steam-tugs  B.  F.  Davidson 
and  W.  K.  Muir; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  81)  to  apportion  the  expenses 
of  the  levy  court  of  the  county  of  Washington 
upon  the  basis  of  population;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  110)  for  the  relief  of  John  H. 
Shepherd  and  Walter  K.  Caldwell  of  Missouri. 


PRINTING  OF  BILLS  AND  REPORTS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DOOLITTLE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  tile  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  Indian  affairs  in  California  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  to  regulate  certain  proceedings  in 
criminal  and  civil  cases,  and  i'or  other  purposes,  be  printed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
communicated  to  the  Senate  on  the  7th  instant,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Uie  Pacific  Railroad,  be  printed. 
Mr.  POMEROY  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing: 

Resolned,  That  tliree  thousand  copies  of  report  No.  95 
on  bill  S.  No.  99,  to  secure  equality  before  tlie  law  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  POWELL  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  prevent  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  others  engaged  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  from  interfering  with 
the  freedom  of  religion.  J 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  CONNESS  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution 
(S.  No.  33)  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  obtain  the  title  to  certain  property  in  Car- 
son City,  and  Territory  of  Nevada,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  branch  mint  located  in  said  place;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr  RAMSEY  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
157)  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Denver,  in  the  Territory  of  Colorado;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

PRINTING  OF  THE  LAWS. 
Mr.  RIDDLE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  Instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  the  laws,  as  the 
same  are  passed,  from  time  to  time  during  the  session  of 
Congress,  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tlie  Senate. 

REPEAL  OF  FUGITIVE  SLAVE  LAW. 

Mr.  HARDING.  I  move  to  postpone  all  prior 
orders,  and  that  the  Senate  take  up  House  bill 
No.  116,  in  relation  to  university  lands  in  Wash- 
ington Territory. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  call  for  the  special  order.  I 
must  remind  the  Chair  that  there  is  a  special  or- 
der for  this  hour,  half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  special  order 
of  the  day  is  now  before  the  Senate.  It  escaped 
the  recollection  of  the  Chair,  or  the  Chair  would 
have  called  it  up  precisely  at  the  hour  named. 
The  bill  (S.  No.  141)  to  repeal  all  acts  for  the  ren- 
dition of  fugitives  from  service  or  labor  is  now 
before  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  ask  the  Seci-etary  to  read  the 
order  of  the  Senate  making  that  bill  the  special 
order,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  can  explain  it  to  the  Sena- 
tor. A  few  days  ago  I  asked  to  have  this  bill 
taken  up  in  order  to  have  it  made  a  special  order, 
and  there  was  a  formal  vote  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  remember  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  but  I  want  to  hear 
the  exact  terms  of  the  order  of  the  Senate.  I  will 
suggest,  with  the  permission  of  the  Senator,  that 
it  is  my  purpose  to  debate  that  bill;  but  I  promise 
that  my  remarks  upon  it  shall  be  short.  1  desire 
also  to  speak  on  the  bill  that  was  under  consid- 
eration when  theSenate  adjourned  yesterday  even- 
ing, and  I  do  not  wish  to  make  two  speeches  on 
different  subjects  on  the  same  day. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Would  it  be  more  agreeable 
to  the  Senator,  then,  to  go  on  now  with  the  other 
bill? 

Mr.  DAVIS.  That  will  be  perfectly  agreeable 
to  me. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  My  object  is  to  press  the  bill 
that  is  tiow  before  the  Senate  to  a  decision  a.^  soon 
as  jiossible.  I  am  not  aware  of  there  being  many 
Senators  who  can  desire  to  debate  it.  I  believe 
the  discussion  therefore  will  be  very  brief.  In- 
deed, I  did  hope  that  we  might  have  a  vote  upon 
it  without  debate.  But  still,  as  the  Senator  ex- 
presses a  desire  to  debate  it,  I  certainly  will  not 
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stand  in  his  way.     I  am  ready,  therefore,  to  take 
the  course  that  will  be  most  agreeable  to  him. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.   The  Secretary  will 
read  an  extract  from  the  Journal  of  March  7  re- 
lating to  the  action  of  the  Senate  on  this  bill  mak- 
ing it  the  special  order. 
The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 
"  On  motion  by  Mr.  Somner,  tlie  bill  (S.  No.  141)  to  re- 
peal all  laws  for  the  rendition  of  fugitives  from  service  or 
labor  was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mitli:e  of  the  Whole. 
"And  on  motion  by  Mr.  Somner, 

"Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next,  at  half  past 
twelve  o'clock,  two  thirds  of  the  Senators  present  agree- 
ing thereto." 

Mr.  DAVIS.  The  effect  of  that  order  would  be, 
if  the  subject  was  not  concluded  at  one  o'clock, 
to  continue  it  under  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate as  the  special  order  for  this  day,  I  suppose, 
and  not  for  the  morning  hour.  However,  the 
suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
would  be  most  agreeable  to  me,  if  it  is  only  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Senate;  and  that  is  that  the  other 
bill  should  be  taken  up  and  should  first  be  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  May  I  ask  the  Senator  if  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  him  that  the  subject  now 
before  the  Senate  should  be  made  the  special  or- 
der, we  will  say,  for  Friday  next  at  half  past 
twelve  o'clock? 

Mr.  DAVIS.  1  have  no  objection  to  any  day 
after  to-day. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Then  I  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Fri- 
day next,  and  be  made  the  special  order  for  that 
day  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  move  to  amend  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
by  making  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  this  day 
week.  1  think  some  reasonable  time  ought  to  be 
given  to  examine  the  reports  made  by  the  ma- 
jority and  the  minority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  If  the  Senator  has  not  made 
the  examination,  and  he  really  desires  that  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  should  be  postponed  for 
a  week,  I  will  consent  to  it. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  should  not  have  made 
the  motion  if  I  did  not  desire  it.  I  do  not  say  that 
I  am  going  to  debate  this  question,  but  of  course 
if  I  desire  to  do  so,  I  wish  to  have  time  first  to 
examine  the  reports. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well.  I  accept  the  prop- 
osition of  the  Senator,  and  I  will  modify  my  mo- 
tion according  to  his  suggestion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  ques- 
tion is  on  postponing  the  bill  until  Wednesday 
next,  and  making  it  the  special  order  of  the  day 
at  one  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  its  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  156)  to  supply  defi- 
ciencies in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30tli  of  June,  1864,  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  amendments  of  the  House  to  other  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FESSENDEN,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  upon  its  amendments 
to  the  said  bill  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, dit^iigrec  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  other 
amenchuonts  of  the  Senate  thereto,  and  agree  to  tlie  con- 
ference asked  by  the  House  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  be 
appointed  by  the  Vice  President. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  appointed  Mr.  Fes- 
SENDEN,  Mr.  Foot,  and  Mr.  Carlile. 

HOUSE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  severally  read  twice  by  their  titles, 
and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  (No.  220)  to  vacate  and  sell  the  present 
Indian  reservations  in  Utah  Territory,  and  to  set- 
tle the  Indians  of  said  Territory  in  the  Uinta  val- 
ley— to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia. 

A  bill  (No.  302)  to  amend  section  nine  of  the 
act  approved  July  17,  1862,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
define  I  he  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  officers 
of  the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes" — to  the 
Commitiee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

A  bill  (No.  301)  to  amend  an  act  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  so  as  to  in- 


crease the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  the  Pro- 
vost Marshal  General — to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPiierson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  had  passed  the  bill  of  the  Senate  (No. 
69)  to  constitute  Parkersburg,  in  the  State  of  West 
Virginia,  a  port  of  delivery;  and  also  that  the 
House  had  passed  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate (No.  11)  of  thanks  to  Major  General  George 
H.  Thomas  and  the  officers  and  men  who  fought 
under  his  command  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
with  amendments,  in  which  it  requested  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  appointed  Mr.  Thomas  Wil- 
liams, of  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  House  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  156)  to 
supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1864,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Glenni  W.  Scofield,  excused. 
AMBULANCE  CORPS. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
(S.  No.  30)  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  am- 
bulances in  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WILSON.  There  are  but  two  amendments 
made  by  the  PIduse.  One  is  to  substitute  the 
word  "  shall"  for  "  will,"  and  the  other  is  to  add 
the  word  "  mules"  after  the  word  "  horses"  for 
ambulances;  The  amendments  are  right,  and  I 
hope  they  virill  be  concurred  in  at  once.  1  move 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  those  amendments. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

COTTON  SPECULATIONS  BY  OFFICERS. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     The  unfinished 
business  of  the  morning  hour  of  yesterday  is  now 
before  the  Senate. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  report  and  evidence 
taken  by  the  military  conunission  at  the  head  of  which  was 
Major  General  Irwin  Mcnowell,  appointed  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  officers  of  the  Army,  and  others  engaged  in 
the  military  service,  in  cotton  and  other  speculations;  and 
that  the  President  be  .tlso  requested  to  accompany  said  re- 
port and  testimony  with  any  and  all  testimony  in  his  pos- 
session or  in  the  War  Department  tending  to  elucidate  the 
transaction  embraced  or  referred  to  in  said  report. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  in  line  one,  after  the 
word  "  requested,"  to  insert,  "  if  in, his  opinion 
not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interests." 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
adopt  my  amendment.  I  should  like  very  much 
indeed  to  have  this  testimony  with  the  testimony 
included  by  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Iowa,  so  far  as  General  Curtis  is  concerned, 
brought  before  the  Senate  and  the  country;  buti 
know  that  great  injustice  will  be  done  by  calling 
for  this  testimony  as  a  whole.  We  have  an  in- 
stance in  our  State  of  a  general  who  has  since 
that  reportgone  out  of  the  service,  who  is  assaulted 
indirectly  by  that  commission.  He  is  innocent, 
and  yet  his  fair  fame  will  be  tarnished  by  the  pub- 
lication of  this  testimony.  I  hope  the  President 
may  be  permitted  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  fur- 
nishing this  testimony  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  no  objections  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Kan- 
sas, but  I  do  not  think  the  resolution  itself  ought 
to  be  adopted.  This  commission  was  not  a  tri- 
bunal known  to  the  laws  of  the  country.  It  was 
neither  a  civil  nor  a  military  court.  It  was  a  com- 
mission authorized  by  the  President  or  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  truth  of 
rumors  that  had  been  put  afloat  through  the  news- 
papers and  in  other  divers  ways.  There  had  been 
no  charges  made  against  any  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, civil  or  military,  in  that  direction  in  such 
a  tangible  form  as  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  organizeacourtfor  the  trial  of  any  human  being 
on  earth.  But  certain  individuals  had  put  into 
circulation  rumors  through  the  newspapers  and 
orally  that  prejudiced  the  character  as  was  thought 
of  some  of  the  ofl[icers  of  the  Government;  and 
for  the  pur[)ose  of  ascertaining  whether  there  was 
suflicient  foundation  in  these  rumors  to  justify 
charges  being  preferred  pro  forma  against  "any  of 
the  officers  of  the  Government,  this  commission 


was  organized.  They  entered  on  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  and  made  a  report.  After  this  re- 
port was  made,  when  General  Curtis  and  others 
demanded  a  court  of  inquiry,  or  a  court-martial, 
to  try  them  for  the  alleged  offenses  as  stated  in 
the  newspapers,  they  were  informed  that  there 
were  no  charges  preferred  against  them. 

In  this  condition  of  things  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  demands  that  the  record  of  that  com- 
mission shall  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  says,  in 
so  many  words,  that  the  Senate  has  a  right  to  the 
record.  If  it  were  the  record  of  any  tribunal 
known  to  the  law,  either  civil  ormilitary,  his  al- 
legation would  be  true,  and  I  would  vote  for  the 
adoption  of  his  resolution;  but  with  great  respect 
for  his  opinion  I  submit  that  this  commission  was 
in  the  nature  of  an  inquiry  put  on  foot  by  a  grand 
jury  charged  with  the  duty  of  ascertaining  whetlier 
some  offense  had  been  committed.  Who  ever 
heard  of  a  call  being  made  for  the  record  of  a  grand 
jury  in  a  case  when  they  themselves  allege  that 
they  have  found  no  charge  against  any  human 
being  on  earth;  that  they  have  examined  the  ru- 
mors that  have  been  afloat  in  the  country  and  kave 
found  no  facts  thatjustifyihem  in  bringing  charges 
against  anybody?    That  is  this  precise  case. 

A  parallel  case  might  be  made  if  some  outside 
person  should  demand  the  record  of  the  Senate 
here  in  executive  session.  When  charged  with 
the  examination  of  the  fitness  of  some  nominee 
for  office,  they  examine  into  rumors  alleged  to 
prejudice  the  character  of  an  individual  whose 
name  comes  before  the  Senate  and  ascertain  that 
there  are  no  just  grounds  for  the  rumor,  and  then 
somebody  outside  should  demand  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate  shall  be  made  public.  Sir, 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  an  unheard-of  demand;  it 
is  without  precedent. 

If  this  were  the  record  of  a  court-martial  or  a 
court  of  inquiry  known  to  the  law,  I  would  vote 
for  the  Senator's  resolution;  but  it  is  not.  This 
commission  was  a  mere  informal  inquiry,  put  on 
foot  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  as- 
certain whether  there  we«e  facts  to  justify  a  formal 
examination;  and  when  he  himself  has  ascertained 
that  there  are  no  such  facts  in  existence,  and  so 
states  to  the  parties  whose  names  have  been  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  examinations,  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  unbecoming  the  Senate  to  make 
a  request  of  him  for  the  written  statement  of  facts 
which  he  has  ascertained  in  such  an  informal  pro- 
cedure. 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter 
into  any  further  argument  of  the  case.  I  merely 
desire  to  have  a  vote  upon  the  resolution.  I  can- 
not fully  comprehend  the  positions  taken  by  the 
various  Senators,  however,  in  this  debate.  Some 
of  them  say  there  are  certain  charges  in  the  report 
of  this  commission  that  would  be  damaging  to  the 
reputation  of  officers.  Others  say  that  when  the 
commission  made  their  investigation  of  these 
charges  they  turned  out  not  to  amount  to  any- 
thing, and  that  the  parties  whose  names  have  been 
used  in  connection  with  it  have  not  done  wrong. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa  says  it  was  not 
a  proceeding  authorized  bylaw.  I  had  supposed 
military  commissions  of  this  kind  could  go  out 
from  the  War  Office  lawfully.  If  it  is  not  a  ])ro- 
ceeding  authorized  by  law,  it  strikes  me  the  War 
Office,  or  the  President,  or  whoever  authorized 
this  commission,  must  have  acted  in  violation  of 
law;  which  I  do  not  presume  is  the  case. 

Mr.  HARMLN.  The  Senator,  I  think,  mis- 
apprehends my  remark.  I  did  not  say  that  it 
was  organized  in  violation  of  any  law. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  did  not  so  understand  the 
Senator.  I  understood  him  to  say  it  was  notau- 
thorizcd  by  any  law.  If  it  was  not  authorized 
by  law,  certainly  there  must  have  been  some  vio- 
lation of  law;  it  was  an  unlawful  proceeding,  to 
say  the  least  of  it.  However,  I  am  willing  that 
a  vote  should  be  taken  on  the  resolution  at  once. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Kansas. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
is  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  as  amended. 

Mr.  POWELL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  do  not  desire  any  miscon- 
struction to  be  placed  on  my  vote.  1  never  have 
and  never  intend  to  vote  against  calling  for  the 
proceedings  of  any  legitimate  court  of  inquiry  or 
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court-martial  where  the  party  who  was  arraigned 
had  an  opportunity  to  appear  by  liimself  or  coun- 
sel and  defend  liimselt";  but  1  do  not  intend  to 
vote  for  this  resolution.  Because  a  commission 
appointed  as  my  colleague  has  said,  and  1  have 
r»o  doubt  he  is  correct,  without  express  authority 
of  law  goes  around  and  fislics  up  ex  pa/^e  testi- 
mony and  reduces  it  to  writing,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  the  province  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  call  that  ex  parte  testimony  before  them 
and  print  it  and  senditout,  not  knowing  whether 
or  not  it  is  calculated  to  impeach  the  character  of 
the  men  who  may  thus  be  assailed.  If  this  were 
a  court  of  inquiry  or  a  court-martial,  or  if  the  par- 
ties who  were  supposed  to  be  involved  in  this  in- 
vestigation had  had  the  slightest  opportunity  to 
be  heard,  I  should  not  record  my  vote  against  it, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  should  record  my  vote  in 
favor  of  it;  but  1  cannot  consent  to  stab  the  repu- 
tation of  the  men  who  are  fighting  our  battles  for 
us,  as  I  believe  we  should  stab  them  if  we  should 
call  for  this  sort  of  ex  parte  testimony  and  cause 
it  to  be  printed  and  spread  before  the  country. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  shall  vote  on  precisely 
the  ground  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa.  1 
loolc  upon  this  as  a  record  of  unproved  charges, 
and  I  think  it  is  exceedingly  improper  that  iliey 
should  be  made  public. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Senator  will  recollect 
that  an  amendment  has  been  adopted  leaving  the 
discretion  entirely  with  the  President  to  answer 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  is  discretionary  for  the 
President  to  make  it  public  now  if  he  sees  fit;  but 
if  we  ask  him  to  do  it,  we  place  the  burden  of 
proof  on  him. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Let  me  say  in  addition,  that 
I  do  not  make  these  remarks  for  the  purpose  of 
exculpating  General  Curtis;  for  I  know  that  his 
record  is  perfectly  blameless,  and  the  testimony 
that  would  be  called  for  under  this  resolution  with 
theamendmentwhich  I  have  proposed  would  show 
his  entire  innocence;  but  1  do  not  know  whether 
other  officers  have  been  eyii-aigned  in  the  same  in- 
sidious manner  in  which  General  Curtis  has  been; 
I  do  not  know  what  investigations  have  been  had 
in  regard  toother  individuals;  and  until  I  do  know, 
1  am  not  prejiared  to  vote  for  this  resolution. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  propose  to  vote  for 
this  resolution  as  it  has  been  amended,  for  the 
reason  that  I  do  not  wish  to  place  myself  in  the 
position  of  refusing  an  investigation  of  any  kind, 
in  any  way,  or  in  any  direction.  1  feel  assured 
that  the  President  under  it  will  furnish  to  the  coun- 
try the  evidence  so  far  as  General  Curtis  is  con- 
cerned pro  and  con.  I  hope  he  will  do  so.  I  know 
that  the  record  places  General  Curtis  in  a  proud 
position  before  the  country.  It  shows  that  he 
was  vilely  slandered,  and  that  he  has  been  sus- 
tained by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  That  would  be  very  well  if 
we  were  not  establishing  a  precedent  for  like  ac- 
tion, and  for  continued  calls  of  this  kind  affecting 
generals  and  public  officers  all  over  the  country. 
For  the  reason  slated  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
and  his  colleague  I  shall  oppose  every  such  reso- 
lution as  this. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  will  merely  remark  that  the 
precedents  are  abundant  and  full  in  favor  of  pub- 
lishing such  reports;  for  instance,  the  Fremont 
commission,  and  also  the  commission  to  examine 
into  gun  contracts,  to  which  I  referred  the  other 
day.  « 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Fremont  commission  was 
a  commission  sent  out  by  the  legislative  body  it- 
self. I  ask  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  cite  a 
single  instance  similar  to  this  where  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  military  commission  were  ever  pub- 
lished. 

Mr.  POWELL.  The  commission  to  investi- 
gate ordnance  and  gun  contracts  was  issued  from 
the  War  Oflice,and  their  report  was  published  by 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  There  was  no  commission  in 
that  case.  We  merely  called  for  the  facts  from 
the  Department  of  War,  and  they  sent  us  a  state- 
ment of  the  contracts. 

Mr.  POWELL.  By  n  resolution  which  I  in- 
troduc<:d,  the  Si;iiate  called  for  the  report  made  by 
Mr.  Holt  and  Mr.  Owen  on  gun  contracts,  and 
that  report  was  printed. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  11,  nays  25;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mcssru.  Buckalcw,  Cnrlile,  Davis,  Ilcadrlcks, 


Johnson,  Lane   of  Indiana,  Lane  of" Kansas,  Nesniitli, 
Powell,  Kiddle,  and  \Vri';lu— II. 

NAYS — .^lessrs.  Antliony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Conness, 
Di.xon,  Dooliltle,  Fest^endeii,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Har- 
ding, Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Morgan,  Pomerny, 
Ramsey,  Saiilsbury, Sunnier, Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
Willey,  and  Wilson— 25. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

CALIFORNIA  LAND  TITLES. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  In  looking  over  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
asprinted  with  Senate  bill  No.  109,  toexpedite  the 
settlement  of  titles  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, I  find  a  slight  amendment  omitted  that  I 
desire  to  be  inserted.  It  may  not  have  been  in 
the  manuscript.     I  move  to  strike  out 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  bill  is  not  be- 
foi-e  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  wish  to  state  why  I  desire 
the  Senate  to  take  it  up.  It  will  not  take  a  mo- 
ment. I  merely  wish  to  make  a  correction  in  ref- 
erence to  an  act  which  is  made  a  part  of  this  act. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  109)  to  expedite  the 
settlement  of  titles  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  In  the  forty-fourth  line,  on 
page  3,  after  the  word  "  act,"  I  move  to  strike  out 
the  word  "  of,"and  insert  the  word  "approved;" 
and  after  the  word  "  February,"  in  the  same  line, 
I  move  toinsert"  23d;"and  afterthe  word  "  four," 
in  the  nextline,  to  insert"  entitled  'An  actamend- 
atory  of  and  supplementary  to  an  act  to  provide 
circuitcourts  for  the  district  of  Califopnia,'  "  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  Now  the  bill  can  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PAY  OF  COLORED  TROOPS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  special  order 
of  the  day  is  the  unfinished  business  of  yester- 
day, being  the  bill  (S.  No.  145)  to  equalize  the 
pay  of  soldiers  in  the  United  States  Army,  which 
IS  now  before  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  pending  question  beingon  tbeamend- 
ment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Davis.] 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  that 
amendment. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  to  add  the  following  as 
an  additional  section  te  the  bill: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  slaveor  slaves  that 
may  have  been  heretofore  or  may  hereafter  be  taken  into 
the  service  or  the  United  States,  liie  loyal  owner  or  owners 
of  such  slave  or  slaves  shall  be  entitled  to  their  fair  and 
reasonable  value,  to  be  ascertained  by  three  commissioners 
to  lie  appointed  by  the  United  Slates  district  court  for  the 
district  from  wliicli  such  slave  or  slaves  may  have  been 
taken,  and  such  commissioners  shall  take  evidence  and  re- 
port on  the  points  of  the  loyalty  and  ownership  of  the  claim- 
ants, and  the  value  of  such  slave  or  slaves,  and  when  said 
report  is  confirmed  by  the  district  court  aforesaid  it  shall  be 
conclusive  on  the  points  embraced  liy  it;  and  on  the  pre- 
setilation  of  an  authenticated  copy  of  said  report  to  tlie 
Treasury  Department  any  sum  or  sums  therein  appearing 
to  be  due  any  loyal  owner  or  owners  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Mr.  President,  there  is  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  who  is  more  sensible  than  my- 
self of  the  distaste  with  which  the  majority  of  this 
body  hear  any  objections  toils  favorite  measures, 
especially  those  connected  with  the  war  they  are 
waging,  not  only  against  the  rebels,  but  also 
against  slavery;  of  the  repugnance  with  which 
that  majority  hears  me  in  opposition  to  such 
measures.  I  do  not  complain  of  the  fact,  and  I 
do  not  assume  that  it  is  uni-easonable.  I  know 
the  frequency  and  the  length  with  which  1  ad- 
dress the  Senate  in  a  weak  and  fruitless  opposi- 
tion to  the  measures  of  the  majority.  But,  sir, 
I  have  a  child's  bargain  to  offer  to  that  majority. 
If  they  will  in  future  forego  the  presentation  of 
measures  that  are  an  infraction  of  the  rights  of 
property  and  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  if  they  will  repeal  all  laws  and  neg- 
ative all  executive  proclamations  of  that  charac- 
ter, I  shall  have  nothing  further  to  say  upon  the 
subjects  of  these  measures  and  proclamations. 

Mr.  Pi-esident,  for  the  last  month  the  Striate 
Jias  occupied ,  I  believe,  fully  two  thirds  of  its  time 
ill  legislation  for  and  concerning  the  negro;  and  1 
suppo.se  the  negro,  instead  of  the  white  man,  has 
aljHorbed  fully  three  fourths  of  the  sympathies  of 
the  majority  of  the  Senate,  so  far  as  they  were 
manifested  in  its  legislative  and  ofiicial  action. 
Although  i  nni  partly  responsible,  I  am  not  alto- 


gether, for  the  time  that  I  have  occupied  in  con- 
testing measures  and  propositions  tliat  were  in- 
tended, in  my  opinion — at  least  they  do,  whether 
they  were  so  intended  or  not — infringe  the  consti- 
tutional rights  of  property  of  my  constituency, 
and  of  large  portions  of  the  American  people. 

Sir,  the  mind  of  man  is  a  perpetual  enigma. 
The  operations  of  his  reason,  of  his  sense  of  jus- 
tice, right,  and  duty  are  perpetually  varying,  and 
present  some  of  the  most  strange  phenomena  of 
which  we  have  any  knowledge.  Among  the  strik- 
ing peculiarities  of  the  human  intellect  these  are 
specimen  evidences:  men  lay  down  a  particular 
theory  or  they  advance  a  proposition.  The  one 
or  the  other  or  both  enlist  their  feelings,  their  in- 
terests, their  imaginations,  their  passions,  and 
they  immediately  set  themselves  to  work  to  bend 
principle  and  truth  and  law  to  establish  the  the- 
ories and  the  conclusions  which  they  have  prede- 
termined to  accept  as  true.  That  is  one  of  the 
fruitful  causes  of  error. 

Another  cause  of  error  is  this:  that  in  high 
party  times  every  man  who  enlists  under  a  party 
banner  becomes  an  adherent  of  that  parly,  right 
or  wrong.  He  immediately  shuts  his  cars  and 
his  mind  against  all  facts,  all  principles,  all  rea- 
sonings that  are  in  hostility  to  the  purposes  of 
the  party  of  which  he  is  a  member.  He  excludes 
the  light  of  truth  and  of  principle  as  far  forth  as 
he  can,  and  he  can  do  it  very  effectually,  from 
operating  on  his  understanding. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr. 
Grimes,]  who  was  kind  enough  to  interpose  last 
evening  to  induce  the  Senate  to  adjourn  for  me 
upon  this  bill,  for  which  I  thank  him,  is  peculiarly 
an  impersonation  of  the  modes  of  self-deception 
and  of  error  to  which  Ihavejustadverted;and  with 
the  exception  of  the  Senators  from  Massachu- 
setts, I  do  not  know  a  member  of  this  body  who  is 
more  prone,  who  is  more  alert  and  inevitable  in 
treading  that  path  of  error  than  that  honorable 
Senator.  I  wish  he  was  in  his  place.  The  Sena- 
tors to  whom  I  have  referred,  and  a  good  many 
others,  have  predetermined  per  fas  aut  nefas  that 
slavery  is  the  greatest  sin  of  the  world;  that  it  is  the 
cause  of  the  present  deplorable  rebellion  and  war; 
and  without  any  regard  to  constitutions  or  laws, 
Federal  or  Slate,  they  are  resolved  to  walk  over 
all  opposing  obstacles  and  to  immolate  what  they 
call  "  the  cause  of  the  war."  If  I  were  to  appeal 
to  history,  to  ih:^  usages  and  the  experience  of  the 
world,  to  the  laws  of  property  as  they  have  been 
established  and  recognized  in  every  civilized  coun- 
try, to  the  constitutions  and  laws  of  the  various 
States  and  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  prop- 
erty in  slaves,  those  gentlemen  would  be  as  im- 
pervious to  all  such  appeals  that  I  could  make  as 
any  mail-clad  and  turreted  gunboat,  to  which  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Iowa  has  devoted  so  much 
of  his  time  and  thought,  would  be  to  the  shots  of 
an  enemy. 

Every  member  of  this  body  and  all  men  of  any 
general  reading  are  acquainted  with  the  political 
history  of  the  United  States  for  the  past  ten  years. 
We  know  what  political  and  party  struggles  there 
have  been  in  relation,  first,  to  the  acquisition  of 
Texas,  then  the  Mexican  war,  then  to  the  passage 
of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  and  then  the  admis- 
sion of  Kansas  with  the  Lecompton  constitution. 
All  these  subjects  of  parly  division  and  of  party 
action  are  familiar  to  the  people  of  theUniledStates, 
and  especially  to  the  members  of  this  Senate. 

But,  sir,  suppose  that  the  course  of  events  had 
been  different  and  the  issue  of  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill  and  the  Lecompton-conslitution  con- 
flict had  been  reversed  from  what  the  fact  is;  that 
Buchanan  and  his  Administration  had  forced  Kan- 
sas with  the  Lecompton  constitution  into  the 
Union  of  these  Stales,  and  that  at  the  last  election 
Breckinridge  instead  of  Lincoln  had  been  elected 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  who  doubts  that 
in  that  state  of  fact  there  would  have  been  a  re- 
bellion ?  Who  doubts  that  there  would  have  been 
a  great  jiopular  rising  against  the  authority  and 
laws  of  the  United  Stales  ?  Who  doubts  that  the 
rt^bellion  would  have  been  in  the  free  Slates,  and 
that  it  would  haveoriginalcd  where  they  had  previ- 
ously rebelled  against  the  execution  of  the  fugi- 
tive slave  law.'  Who  doubts  that  if  such  a  rebel- 
lion as  that  had  arisen  that  the  members  of  the 
Republican  parly,  almost  to  a  man,  in  the  Gov- 
ernment and  out  of  the  Government,  in  Congress 
and  out  of  Congress,  would  have  given  in  their 
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adhesion  to  that  free-State  rebellion  in  opposition 
to  the  authority  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  Slates?  If  the  usurpations  of  power 
by  the  present  Executive,  and,  as  I  conceive,  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  had  been  re- 
sorted to  by  the  Democratic  party  then  being  in 
power,  and  operating  to  sustain  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill  and  the  r.dniission  of  Kansas  under 
the  Lecompton  constitution;  if  that  party  and 
Breckinridge  as  President  of  the  United  States 
had  resorted  to  identically  the  same  measures  that 
this  Administration  and  its  friends  have  done, 
who  doubts  that  every  wool-dyed  Republican  in 
the  United  States  would  have  stood  in  the  sternest 
and  most  uncompromising  opposition  to  that 
whole  series  of  measures  ?  What  intelligent  and 
fair-minded  man  doubts  that  their  position  of  op- 
position wouldhave  been  constitutional,  right, and 
in  the  highest  performance  of  patriotic  duty  ?  1  do 
not. 

Sir,  the  opinions  of  men  are  strange  indeed. 
They  are  formed  from  the  relations  and  circum- 
stances which  surround  them.  IVIen  who  have 
lived  toany  ageand  who  have  had  any  experience 
with  mankind,  and  especially  with  politicians, 
know  as  well  as  they  know  any  truths  connected 
with  the  opinions  and  actions  of  man,  that  if  the 
condition  and  circumstances  of  parties  were  now 
reversed,  their  policy,  at  least  so  far  as  the  Repub- 
lican party  is  involved,  would  be  diametrically 
and  wholly  inverted. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  stood  in  a  sort  of  middle 
ground  between  parties  for  the  last  ten  years.  I  am 
a  supporter  of  the  great  constitutional  principles 
that  uphold  ourGovernment,  but  would  confine  it 
within  its  limited  powers,  and  to  their  separation 
and  division  among  different  departments;  aboVe 
all,  I  am  for  the  guarantees  of  the  rights,  liberties, 
and  privileges  of  the  citizen.  1  am  for  upholding 
that  Constitution  and  all  its  defenses,  that  it  may 
protectmeandmycountrymennowandin  thecom- 
ingages,  not  only  against  the  party  now  in  power, 
but  against  all  future  parties  that  may  hereafter 
attain  to  power.  I  give  in  my  adhesion  to  liberty, 
to  constitutional  and  legal  liberty,  liberty  estab- 
lished and  regulated  by  Constitution  and  laws. 
I  want  the  great  principles  that  uphold  that  sort 
of  liberty  under  all  the  ups  and  downsof  parties, 
their  rise  and  fall,  to  be  maintained  immovably 
and  irreversibly,  in  full  force  and  effect,  that  they 
may  protect  not  only  the  members  of  the  Repub- 
lican and  Democraticandtheold  Whig  parties,  but 
every  American,  irrespective  of  party  names,  now 
and  forever. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  heard  the  denunciation 
ten  thousand  times  that  slavery  must  die.  Why 
must  slavery  die  ?  Because  "  slavery  is  the  cause 
of  the  rebellion."  I  controvert  that  position, and 
I  will  make  some  remarks  in  explanation  of  my 
views  upon  it.  How  many  religious  wars  have 
cursed  the  world  and  deluged  it  in  blood?  Has  the 
meek  and  lowly  Author  of  the  Christian  religion 
given  this  great  apple  of  discord  to  the  world,  not 
to  purify,  IdIcss,  save  it,  but  to  curse  it  with  all  the 
horrors  of  war?  No,sir,ro.  Religion  has  been 
made  the  pretext  of  many  wicked  and  devasta- 
ting wars,  and  of  persecutions  and  cruelties,  vices 
and  crimes,  in  an  infinity  of  times  and  modes,  ab- 
horrent to  the  human  soul.  It  would  be  as  un- 
just to  charge  the  Christian  religion  with  all  the 
bloody  and  wicked  wars  with  which  it  has  been 
connected  as  to  attempt  to  make  slavery  the  cause 
of  this  war.  According  to  the  false  premises  and 
logic  of  the  frenzied  crusaders  against  slavery, 
the  Christian  religion  should  long  since  have  been 
repudiated  by  mankind  and  extirpated  from  the 
earth.  It  was  not  the  cause,  but  lias  often  been 
the  pretext  of  crime  and  war. 

We  had  awarin  1812with  GreatBritain.  What 
was  the  foundation  of  that  war?  It  was  the  ag- 
gressions of  a  Power  that  claimed  to  be  the  mis- 
tress of  the  seas  upon  the  maritime  and  commer- 
cial rights  of  the  United  States.  If  we  had  had 
no  shipping  interest,  no  mercantile  or  naval  ma- 
rine, and  no  foreign  commerce,  that  war  with 
England  would  not  have  occurred.  It  originated 
with  that  Power  in  her  rapacity  and  lust  of  the 
donfHnion  of  the  seas;  but  if  we  had  had  no  com- 
petitions with  her  on  the  ocean  there  would  have 
been  no  war.  The  logic  of  the  abolitionists  would 
reason  to  the  conclusion  that  the  mode  to  close 
that  war,  and  to  prevent  such  in  the  future,  was 
to  abrogate  our  Navy  and  foreign  commerce. 

Advancing  another  step,  a  tariff  system  to  pro- 


tect Am.erican  manufactures  and  industry  had  been 
adopted  by  Congress.  South  Carolina  assumed 
that  those  laws  were  destructive  of  her  interests, 
burdened  the  industry  of  the  southern  for  the 
benefit  of  the  northern  States,  and  attempted  to 
defeat  them  by  her  ordinance  of  nullification  on 
the  ground  of  their  unconstitutionality.  She  pre- 
pared to  resist  by  force  of  arms  the  collection  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  duties 
upon  foreign  goods  imported  into  Charleston. 

The  great  and  pervading  popularity  and  ii-on  will 
of  General  Jackson,  then  President,  averted  a  war 
between  South  Carolina  and  the  United  States. 
How  oughtthat  subject  to  have  been  treated,  ac- 
cording to  the  position  and  the  reasoning  of  the 
men  who  now  rule?  The  tariff  laws  for  the  pro- 
tection of  American  industry  and  manufactures 
have  caused  this  disturbance,  and  brought  the 
country  to  the  verge  of  civil  war.  To  prevent  the 
impending  and  future  civil  wars,  the  tariff  laws 
must  be  repealed  and  the  protective  system  must 
be  abandoned,  and  the  free  trade  demanded  by 
South  Carolina  take  their  place. 

I  will  give  another  illustration.  Last  year  we 
had  a  bloody  irruption  of  Indians  into  the  State 
of  Minnesota.  What  produced  that  collision,  that 
murderous  outbreak  of  the  Indians?  What  but 
the  infringement,  by  the  settlement  of  the  white 
man  upon  the  Indian  country?  Sir,  I  venture  the 
assertion  that  within  the  United  States  the  amount 
of  injustice,  oppression,  wrong, and  outrage  upon 
the  Indian  tribes  by  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
mentand  the  people  of  the  United  States  has  been 
a  thousand-fold  in  the  aggregate  more  than  all  the 
wrongs  upon  the  negro  race.  Contemplate  the 
number  of  Indian  wars  that  these  aggressions  of 
the  white  man  have  produced,  and  the  immeasur- 
able woes,  both  to  the  white  and  the  red  race,  that 
have  flowed  from  them.  This  prevalent  theory  of 
the  day  would  have  required  the  prohibitiotl  of  the 
contact  and  the  encroaching  settlements  of  the 
white  man  upon  the  Indian  country  to  have  pre- 
vented past  wars,  and  would  demand  that  policy 
hereafter  by  our  Government  to  avert  future  In- 
dian wars. 

Now,  si*,  I  will  give  one  or  two  individual 
illustrations  of  this  mode  of  logic.  A  traveler  has 
upon  his  person  valuable  jewels  or  a  large  amount 
of  money;  he  is  beset  by  a  highwayman  who 
knows  of  the  treasure  that  he  carries  with  him: 
but  for  that  fact  and  the  robber's  knowledge  of  it 
there  would  be  no  assault  and  no  attempt  at  rob- 
bery. According  to  the  premises  and  reasoning 
of  gentlemen,  the  treasure  of  this  traveler  is  the 
cause  of  his  being  attacked  by  the  highwayman, 
and  the  way  of  safety  for  the  traveler  is  to  deliver 
what  treasure  he  has,  for  present  escape,  and  to 
have  no  more  afterward ,  to  avoid  future  robberies. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  still  adduce  one  or  two 
other  examples  of  this  novel  mode  of  ethical  rea- 
soning. The  marriage  relation,  the  most  import- 
ant and  sacred  of  all  the  ties  that  connect  society 
— what  relationship,  what  interest  of  society,  has 
been  abused  oftener  and  more  flagitiously  than 
that?  What  a  vast  amount  of  suffering  and  crime 
have  originated  out  of  and  been  connected  with  it! 
Push  this  new  logic  to  its  legitimate  result,  and  the 
great  bond  that  holds  society  together,  and  that 
sustains  all  the  morals  and  Christianity  of  man- 
kind, would  have  to  be  annihilated. 

In  the  frontier  settlements — it  has  been  so  in 
Virginia  and  Tennessee,  as  I  am  informed,  and 
in  Kentucky  I  know  it  has  often  been  the  fact — 
there  are  men  of  means  moving  upon  the  utmost 
confines  of  settlement.  They  accumulate  prop- 
erty around  them;  they  have  Jjogs  and  other  stock. 
In  their  neighborhood  there  are  a  set  of  greasers, 
poachers,  men  that  will  not  live  by  industry,  but 
by  Rob-Roy  practices.  They  make  irruptions 
upon  the  hogs  of  their  more  wealthy  neighbor. 
Fie  complains,  and  these  greasers  say  to  him, 
"  Why,  sir,  you  are  making  a  fuss  about  these 
hogs;  we  have  taken  only  a  few  of  them;  but  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  the  matter  altogether  and 
having  no  such  disputes  in  the  future  we  will  take 
the  whole  of  them." 

In  the  instance  that  I  put  a  few  days  ago  of 
that  lovely  woman  whose  person  was  brutally 
outraged  by  a  negro  wearing  the  uniform  of  a 
United  States  officer,  according  to  the  position 
and  argument  of  these  abolition  logicians,  it  was 
her  sex  and  her  personal  attractions  that  excited 
the  lust  of  the  sable  monster.  Destroy  all  that  is 
lovely  and  attractive  in  woman,  and  you  doaway 


with  the  cause  of  the  commission  of  such  diabol- 
ical crimes! 

Sir,  I  deny  that  slavery  was  the  cause  of  this 
war.  The  intermeddlingand  evil  dispositions  of 
a  few  northern  people  prompted  them  to  make 
war  on  slavery  in  other  States  from  1787.  It  was 
the  pretext,  but  thecrime  was  with  them.  From 
1832  this  anti-slavery  movement  gained  strength 
and  numbers,  talent,  wealth, and  effort, and  from 
that  time  to  the  present  it  has  been  growing.  The 
aggression  was  upon  slavery  and  the  owners  of 
slaves  in  the  beginning,  and  has  so  continued  to 
this  day.  If  those  who  had  no  right  to  interfere 
with  this  property  had  let  it  alone,  it  would  never 
have  been  made  thecauseor  an  element  of  strength 
in  a  civil  war  between  the  free  and  slave  States. 
It  is  not  slavery,  but  the  bad  passions  of  northern 
abolitionists  acting  upon  it,  that  is  the  primary 
and  guilty  cause  of  this  great  civil  war.  1  will 
proceed  to  show  presently  that  African  slavery 
existed  on  this  continent  from  within  eight  years 
after  the  discovery  of  America,  and  in  a  few  years 
after  the  settlements  at  Jamestown  and  Plymouth 
Rock,  in  the  colonies  respectively  of  Virginiaand 
Massachusetts.  When  the  troubles  commenced 
with  the  mother  country  and  a  provisional  gov- 
ernment was  organized  by  the  associate  colonies, 
it  was  formed  by  white' men  irrespective  of  the 
negro.  The  latter  was  no  party  to  it;  his  destinies 
or  fortunes  or  relations  were  not  affected  by  it  any 
more  than  the  Indian  of  the  forest  or  the  beast  of 
the  field.  When  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
were  adopted,  they  were  framed  by  the  same  au- 
thority, ignoring  and  excluding  the  negro.  When 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  promulged 
to  the  world,  and  it  spoke  of  all  men  being  cre- 
ated equal,  it  did  not  comprehend,  itdid  not  con- 
template the  negro.  He  was  not  thought  of.  He 
existed  then  in  every  colony  as  a  slave;  and  the 
destiny  and  condition  of  no  negro,  slave  or  free, 
was  affected,  much  less  was  it  meliorated  and  he 
liberated  by  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

When  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  wa3 
adopted,  it  was  upon  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all 
these  facts, with  a  purpose  distinct  and  recognized 
that  the  entire  subject  of  slavery  and  all  othersub- 
jects  of  domestic  government  and  polity  were  re- 
served by  the  States  respectively,  and  were  not  at 
all  intrusted  to  the  authority  or  management  of  the 
General  Government. 

Sir,  there  were  then  but  two  or  three  States  that 
had  commenced  the  work  of  abolition:  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  and,  I  be- 
lieve,Vermont — in  Massachusetts  not  by  the  legis- 
lation of  herGeneral  Court,  but  by  the  legislation 
of  a  court  of  law,  as  Lord  Mansfield  legislated 
slavery  out  of  England.  1  will  read  on  this  lat- 
ter point  presently. 

If  the  gentlemen  who  represented  the  northern 
States,  where  slavery  could  not  be  profitably  em- 
ployed, did  not  intend  to  take  the  southern  States 
as  a  man  takes  his  wife,  "  for  better  for  worse," 
they  ought  then  to  have  rejected  the  marriage 
when  the  Constitution  was  formed.  But  having 
adopted  the  Constitution  with  all  its  compromises 
and  with  all  the  guarantees  which  it  furnishes  to 
slavery,  the  commonest  good  faith  that  ever  char- 
acterized men  requires  that  they  should  honestly 
and  faithfully  abide  by  the  covenant.  Sir,  the 
provision  for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves, which 
gentlemen  are  now  maddened  to  repeal  or  to  abro- 
gate, was  adopted,  as  I  have  often  stated,  by  the 
constitutional  Convention,  without  a  solitary  dis- 
senting voice. 

Mr.  President,  I  come  directly  to  the  bill,  and 
particularly  to  the  amendment  under  considera- 
tion. The  law  as  it  now  exists,  as  it  has  been 
molded  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  has 
two  provisions  that  embrace  the  slaves  of  loyal 
men.  One  of  them  is  that  if  the  slave  is  con- 
scripted ^100  bounty  is  to  be  paid  his  master; 
the  other,  if  the  slave  volunteers,  and  of  his  own 
will  enlists,  $300  is  to  be  paid  to  the  loyal  master. 

Sir,  with  that  double  provision,  and  with  the 
policy  and  purposes  of  this  Administration  and 
its  friends,  who  can  doubt  that  the  work  of  con- 
scription will  be  encouraged  and  pressed  to  the  neg- 
lect of  volunteering?  In  the  one  case  the  owner 
Is  to  receive  jjilOO;  in  the  other,  $300.  1  am  not 
going  to  advert  ut  this  lime  in  harsh  language  to 
him  who  is  head  of  the  War  Department;  but  we 
all  know  the  spirit  and  purposes  which  actuate 
him  in  the  administration  of  that  Department,  in 
connection  with  slavery  and  slave-owners.     We 
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nil  know  that  it  is  his  object  to  demoralize  sla- 
very by  every  means  he  can  command,  constitu- 
tional or  unconstitutional.  His  constant  efforts 
arc  to  malce  all  slaves  discontented,  refractory, 
averse  to  labor,  worthless  to  their  owners,  with- 
out any  regard  to  their  loyalty.  His  policy  will 
be  to  encourage  that  mode  of  organizing  negro 
soldiers  that  will  give  the  least  recompense  to  the 
owner  and  save  the  most  money  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States. 

I  propese  to  redress,  as  I  deem,  this  mal  and 
most  unjust  and  unconstitutional  legislation,  and 
to  effect  it  by  the  provisions  of  the  amendment 
which  1  have  offered  to  tliis  bill,  that  there  shall 
be  no  restriction  of  $100  or  of  $300  upon  slaves 
between  twenty  and  forty-five  years  of  age;  that 
a  United  States  officer,  one  of  the  district  judges, 
whose  bias  is  generally  with  the  Government,  and 
especially  with  the  proper  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, shall  appoint  three  commissioners,  whose 
business  it  shall  be  to  inquire  upon  the  points  of 
the  loyalty  of  the  owner,  his  right  to  the  slave, 
and  the  slave's  value;  that  these  commissioners 
shall  report  into  his  court;  and  when  he  has  re- 
vised the  report  and  has  approved  it,  that  it  shall 
be  conclusive  between  the  United  States  and  the 
owner  of  the  slave  upon  all  these  points;  and  that 
any  sum  reported  to  be'  due  to  the  owner  of  the 
slave  shall  be  paid  to  him  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.  Sir, 
could  any  proposition  be  more  just? 

1  will  now  examine  for  a  few  minutes  the  in- 
terests of  the  State  of  Kentucky  in  this  matter  of 
slave  property.  I  assume,  and  it  is  proximate  to 
the  truth  at  least,  that  the  loyal  men  and  women 
of  Kentucky  own  about  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  slaves; 
the  whole  number  belonging  to  the  loyal  and  dis- 
loyal being  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand. I  further  assume  that  these  slaves  are 
worth  at  least  $600  average,  which  would  be 
$150,000,000  for  the  whole  number.  Your  laws 
propose  to  have  the  entire  healthy  and  sound  male 
slave  population  between  twenty  and  forty-five 
years  of  age  enrolled  for  the  purpose  of  volunteer- 
ing and  of  conscription  into  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates.  According  to  my  estimate,  one  seventh 
of  the  total  number  of  slaves  would  come  within 
the  military  ages,  and  they,  at  $100  a  head,  would 
be  worth  $3,571,400;  at  $300,  the  aggregate— 
$10,714,200.  If  they  were  conscripted  and  volun- 
teered in  equal  numbers,  the  average  would  be 
^7,142,800.  This  property  of  loyal  owners,  being 
one  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixiy-six  slaves,  at  $600  a  head,  would  be 
worth  $99,999,400. 

I  estimate  the  number  of  negro  soldiers  that 
would  be  raised  in  Kentucky  at  five  thousand. 
They  would  be  among  the  moststout,  healthy,  and 
valuable  negro  men;  and  would  be  in  fact  worth 
$1,200  average,  making  an  aggregate  of  $6,000,- 
000.  If  they  were  all  conscripted  the  Government 
would  pay  for  tlirm  $100  per  head,  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  $500,000;  but  ifall  were  to  volunteer, at 
$300  per  head,  the  aggregate  would  be  $1,500,000; 
half  being  conscripted  and  half  volunteering  would 
require  the  Governmoit  to  pay  for  the  five  thou- 
sand the  total  sum  of  $1,000,000.  But  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Government  is  to  take  just  so  many  of 
the  most  effective  and  valuable  slaves  as  would 
demoralize  the  whole  residue,  and  would  render 
them  valueless.  This  is  the  mode  of  the  warfare 
of  Lincoln's  administration  on  slavery  in  Ken- 
tucky: that  our  Government,  which  by  the  Con- 
stitution is  bound  to  protect  loyal  citizens  in  the 
possession  of  their  property,  and  cannot  take  it 
for  public  use  without  making  just  compensation 
to  tlic  owner,  shall  take  from  loyal  people  five 
thousand  slaves,  worth  $6,000,000,  and  would  pay 
for  them,  at  $100  per  head,  $500,000,  at  $300  per 
head,  $1,500,000,  and  at  the  average,  $1,000,000 
for  the  whole  number.  But  the  incidental,  ne- 
cessary,and  intended  consequences  of  this  unjust 
and  unconstitutional  measure  of  an  oppressive  and 
wicked  Administration  would  be  to  render  value- 
less all  the  residue  of  our  slaves;  and  thus  for  the 
paltry  sum  of  $.500,000,  oral  most  of  $1,500,000, 
virtually  deprive  the  population  of  the  State  of  a 
property  worth  $150,000,000,  and  the  loyal  peo- 
ple thereof  of  a  property  worth  $99,999,40(1. 

Wimt  confidence  or  .-iupiiorl  can  an  Adminis- 
tration that  thus  violates  (he  Constitution,  and 
oppresses,  robs,  an'd  plunders  n  loyal  people  of 
such  a  large  value  of  property,  expect  from  them .' 


It  certainly  deserves  from  them  nothing  but  con- 
demnation, opposition,  curses,  and  the  most  stren- 
uous and  unceasing  efforts  far  its  overthrow. 

This  system  of  legislation  had  its  inception  in 
Congress  at  the  session  before  the  last,  and  after 
the  victories  upon  the  Cumberland,  was  actively 
and  vigorously  pressed.  It  was  resumed  and  en- 
larged at  the  ensuing  session,  and  at  this  session 
it  has  come  up  again  in  almost  numberless  forms. 
Bills  and  resolutions,  not  only  to  demoralize  it, 
but  to  abolish  it  utterly,  and  to  emancipate  every 
slave  in  the  United  States,  have  multiplied  until 
they  are  almost  as  "  thick  as  leaves  in  Vallam- 
brosa."  And  lest  the  power  of  Congress  should 
fail,  sundry  propositions  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion for  its  special  and  total  abolition,  without 
making  any  compensation  to  the  owners,  have 
been  introduced  into  Congress.  All  this  is  done 
by  bursting  over  the  plainest  barriers  erected  in 
the  Constitution  for  the  defense  of  private  prop- 
erty. Did  any  Government  that  ever  ruled  a  peo- 
ple more  wrong,  outrage,  and  oppress  them.' 
When  a  Government,  formed  by  the  people  them- 
selves to  secure  to  them  and  their  posterity  the 
blessings  of  life,  liberty,  property,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness,  itself  breaks  through  all  consti- 
tutional restraints  and  strikes  down  those  price- 
less rights,  unless  the  people  who  made  reform 
it,  they  are  in  truth,  and  deserve  to  be,  its  abject 
slaves.  Their  agents  and  creatures  have  made 
themselves  their  masters  and  their  tyrants;  and 
instead  of  being  their  defenders  and  protectors 
transform  themselves  into  their  plunderers  and 
oppressors. 

Sir,  men  come  here  and  they  raise  howls  in  fa- 
vor of  human  rights  and  justice  and  philanthropy; 
and  yet  they  have  deliberately  entered  upon  this 
system  of  legislation  which  is  to  rob  the  loyal 
people  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  of  nearly  one 
hundred  million  dollars  of  property  guarantied  to 
them  by  the  usages  and  sanctions  of  all  the  past 
centuries,  by  the  practices  and  laws  of  Christen- 
dom,by  the  constitutions  and  laws  of  their  State, 
and  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States.  It  seems  to  me  that  gentlemen  who  can 
adopt  such  a  course  of  policy  and  legislation  as 
that  must  be  demented  and  demoralized  by  their 
sympathy  for  and  adhesion  to  the  negro,  or  some 
other  most  potent  and  wicked  influence.  They 
forget  their  white  brethren,  they  forget  all  the 
claims  of  justice  andhumanity  and  thedutiesofa 
fostering  and  protecting  Government  that  ought 
to  be  extended  to  the  white  man,  the  ends  for 
which  the  Government  was  created  and  they 
chosen  to  administer  it. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  as  to  just  compensation 
for  property  in  Kentucky  slaves  that  it  is  pro- 
posed shall  be  taken  from  their  owners  for  public 
use,  will  any  one  tell  me  thata  negro  man  in  that 
State  who  would  hire,  if  he  was  not  interfered 
with  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for 
$200  or  $300  a  year,  is  worth  but  $100  or  $300,  or 
the  average  of  those  sums.'  Will  any  one  con- 
tend that  that  is  his  just  value,  and  paying  such 
amounts  to  his  owner  satisfies  to  him  his  consti- 
tutional right  to  have  for  his  slave  property  "  a 
just  compensation.'"  No,  sir.  The  average  price 
of  men  of  that  class  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  be- 
fore the  war  was  at  least  $1,500;  and  now,  if  the 
Government  would  withdraw  its  aggressive  and 
unjust  policy  and  lawsfrom  that  property  and  its 
owners,  and  let  it  abide  the  fortunes  of  war,  as 
all  the  other  property,  in  the  present  scarcity  of 
labor  the  average  price  of  that  class  of  negro  men 
would  rise  to  the  former  figure.  But  one  provis- 
ion of  the  bill  already  passed  offers  to  pay  to  the 
owner  one  fifteenth  of  that  value  of  his  slave,  and 
another  one  fifth,  as  1  have  before  explained. 

Mr.  President,  negroes  are  not  the  only  articles 
of  property  that  have  been  demanded  in  this  war. 
I  suppose  the  war  sujiplies  furnished  by  the  free 
States  have  amounted  in  the  aggregate  at  least 
to  one  thousand  million  of  dollars.  In  horses, 
subsistcnoe,  guns,  all  the  supplies  necessary  to 
raise,  support,  and  keep  on  foot,  and  operate  our 
armies  and  navies,  I  suppose  that  they  have 
amounted  to  more  than  one  thousarid  milhon  dol- 
lars. Let  the  men  who  have  furnished  this  vast 
amount  of  supplies  be  subjected  to  the  same  rule 
and  graduation  of  value  that  have  been  imposed 
upon  the  loyal  owners  of  slaves:  for  every  thou- 
sand dollars  of  military  supplies  that  they  shall 
hiive  but  one  tenth,  or  three  tenths,  or  the  average 
of  those  rales,  and    what  would  be  the  state  of 


public  opinion  and  feeling  then  of  the  North.' 
There  would  be  a  perfect  uproar  in  all  shoddydom; 
yes,  sir,  another  great  rebellion.  Apply  the  same  ' 
rule  of  graduation  to  our  national  debt  as  to  the  I 
value  of  the  slaves  of  loyal  owners,  and  itsenor-  ^ 
mous  proportions  would  be  greatly  reduced.  It 
would  not  threaten  to  become  an  unbearable  bur- 
den upon  the  property,  upon  the  industry,  upon 
the  bone  and  muscle  of  this  country,  that  gener- 
ations of  hard  toil  and  of  severe  economy  will 
not  enable  the  people  to  remove  from  themselves. 
The  Government  is  now  the  principal  customer 
and  consumer  of  northern  manufactures,  and  of 
many  of  them  and  of  the  largest  value  it  is  the 
only  purchaser  and  consumer.  Most  of  those 
northern  manufacturers  were  never  so  fully  em- 
ployed or  received  such  high  prices  as  now  for  all 
the  supplies  they  are  selling  to  Uncle  Sam.  The 
artificers  and  manufacturers  who  are  furnishing 
that  gullible  old  gentleman  are  growing  rich  fast. 
His  ordersupon  them  crowd  them  so  thatthey  can- 
not fill  them  all.  They  need  tnore  workmen,  and 
to  keep  all  they  possibly  can  at  home  profitably 
employed  in  their  manufactories  and  workshops, 
they  are  substituting  in  their  places  in  the  Army 
negro  soldiers,  the  property  of  more  truly  loyal 
men  than  themselves,  while  these  loyal  owners 
receive  for  a  slave  of  the  highest  value  what  would 
be  one  year's  profit  on  the  northern  operative, 
whose  residence  at  home,  in  his  ordinary  voca- 
tion, the  enlistment  of  the  negro  has  secured.  The 
possession  of  the  Government  and  the  conduct  of 
the  war  are  in  and  under  the  control  of  the  friends 
of  these  northern  plunderers,  who  manage  both  for 
the  enrichment  of  their  section  by  the  miseries 
and  upon  the  spoils  of  the  residue  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  Verily,  the  selfish  and  cun- 
ning people  of  the  North  are  boring  not  only  us 
of  the  border  slave  States  but  of  the  whole  North- 
west with  a  big  auger.  They  have  constructed 
for  us  in  Kentucky  a  sort  of  Procrustes  bed,  and 
retributive  justice  would  require  that  they  should 
be  made  to  lie  upon  it  and  have  their  redundant 
and  ill-gotten  length  lopped  off. 

Sir,  1  think  there  would  be  a  rebellion  in  the  free 
manufacturingStates  by  all  the  hosts  of  shoddy- 
dom, if  this  rule  were  attempted  to  be  enforced 
there.  What  a  howl  would  rise  upon  the  breeze 
and  sweep  over  this  broad  land  from  Passama- 
quoddy  bay  to  the  distant  Pacific! 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa  [Mr.  i 
Grjmes]  taunted  me  that  our  negroes  are  worth  ' 
nothing.  Well,  sir,  if  they  are  worth  nothing, 
who  placed  them  in  that  valueless  condition; 
whose  act  was  it,  whose  laws,  whose  policy  but 
that  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  pro- 
pelled by  the  energy  and  talent  in  part  of  the  Sen- 
atorfrom  Iowa?  What  sort  of  justice,  of  reason, 
of  ethics,  of  official  duty,  is  it  thatmen  shall  adopt 
a  most  unjust,  unconstitutional,  and  iniquitous 
policy  in  relation  to  the  matiagement  of  your  prop- 
erty that  was  before  so  valuable,  reduce  it  to 
worthlessness,and  mock  you  with  the  cry  that  it 
is  valueless,  and  that  you  ought  not  to  have  and 
shall  not  receive  indemnity  or  remuneration  for 
it?  How  many  customers  liave  there  been  for  the 
manufacturers  of  war  supplies  from  the  northern 
States?  How  many  customers  for  horses  and 
mules,  for  wagons,  for  ships  ?  But  one  principally, 
and  that  customer  has  been  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment. If  it  had  not  entered  the  market  there 
would  have  been  not  only  no  competition,  but  no 
purchasers  would  have  appeared.  HastheGov- 
ernmentgonc  into  yourstock-producingdistricts, 
into  your  manufacturing  Slates  and  towns,  and 
taken  your  horses  and  mules  and  manufactured 
products,  and  by  its  military  power  forced  you  to 
sell  them  for  one  tenth  of  their  value  or  for  less 
than  one-third?  No,  sir,  it  has  no  right  to  do  so. 
Any  system  of  policy  or  legislation  or  administra- 
tion that  would  adopt  such  a  course  would  be  un- 
constitutional, unjust,  iniquitous,  and  oppressive 
in  the  highest  degree.  Yet,  sir,  you  would  have 
no  more  cause  to  complain  of  ojipression  and  gov- 
ernmental extortion  tlian  we.  Under  thai  double 
policy  and  administration  we  would  have  an  equal, 
just,  and  ample  right  to  make  conimon  complaint. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  principle  laid  down  by 
the  honorable,  enlightened,  and  just-minded  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa  [IVlr.  Grimes]  does  not  regulate 
the  case,  or  measure  the  right  of  my  constituents 
to  indemnity,  as  I  will  show  by  the  decision  of 
the  Court  of  Claims  rendered  a  few  days  ago  by 
Mr.  Justice  Wilniol.     It  was  refreshing  and  re- 
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newed  my  hope  to  read  that  opinion.  I  have  long 
Icnown  that  gentleman,  and  I  have  estimated  him 
as  a  man  of  ability  and  of  great  personal  rectitude. 
We  all  know  what  an  extreme  partisan  he  was 
in  tliis  Chamber  and  brfore  he  came  to  it  to  take 
his  seat  as  a  Senalorfrom  the  greatState  of  Penn- 
sylvania. But,  sir,  he  has  been  transferred  to  a 
different  atmosphere,  one  elevated,  pure,  enno- 
bling. The  pulpit  of  our  day  has  no  such  influ- 
ences or  effects,  as  a  general  rule.  It  perverts 
and  debases,  it  infuriates  men's  wicked  passions, 
expels  from  their  hearts  humility,  charity,  pity, 
love  of  peace  and  good-will  among  men.  But 
when  a  man  of  intellect  and  true  sou!  is  elevated  to 
the  judicial  bench,  and  there  swears  to  administer 
law  and  justice  impartially,  and  takes  the  scales 
into  his  own  hands,  he  poises  them  evenly,  and 
he  administers,  next  to  God's  justice,  the  highest 
and  purest  that  ennobles  the  earth.  There  are 
some  judges  in  the  past,  as  there  are  in  the  pres- 
ent of  our  country,  who  are  unworthy  of  their 
great  mission,  and  sully  the  ermine  which  they 
wear  by  becoming  the  panders  of  power,  by  an 
ignoble  incompetency,  or  a  base  surrender  of  en- 
lightened, impartial,  sound,  passionless,  and  im- 
movable judgment.  The  judiciary,  in  our  sys- 
tem of  government.  State  and  national,  consti- 
tuted of  the  proper  men,  is  its  sheet-anchor,  its 
great  conservative  power,  imparting  to  it  order, 
stability,  and  permanence,  by  holding  both  the 
Federal  and  State  Governments,  and  ail  their  de- 
partments and  officers,  in  theirorbits.  One  of  the 
most  discouraging  signs  of  the  times  is  that  so 
many  members  of  the  legal  profession,  both  in 
and  out  of  Congress,  fail  to  sustain  properly  the 
judiciary. 

But  the  case  upon  which  this  decision  was  ren- 
dered by  Judge  Wilmot  arose  soon  after  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  war.  There  was  a  Mr. 
Grant  who  was  in  New  Mexico.  He  had  there 
a  mill  and  some  stores  and  provisions  that  were 
suitable  and  necessary  for  the  Army.  The  Uni- 
ted States  Army  was  there  in  some  force,  and 
was  about  to  be  moved  upon  by  a  large  and  su- 
perior rebel  force.  The  officer  in  command,  a 
Captain  Moore,  directed  a  Mr.  Lord  to  burn  the 
mill  and  all  the  property  of  Grant.  It  was  done; 
and  in  that  way  the  pi'operty  was  prevented  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels  and  being  ap- 
propriated to  their  necessities.  The  owner  of 
the  property  sued  the  United  States  in  the  Court 
of  Claims  in  this  city,  and  on  the  5th  day  of  the 
present  month  Mr.  Justice  Wilmot  rendered  an 
opinion  from  which  I  will  read  a  few  passages. 

The  questions  in  that  case  were,  the  rightof  the 
claimant  to  any  indemnity  from  the  United  States; 
and  if  any,  what  amount.  The  very  evasions  and 
sophisms  which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa 
lias  brought  tohisaid  in  thisdebate,  and  of  which 
he  is  so  astute  and  so  skillful  a  master,  were  used 
on  that  occasion;  and  they  were  argued  and  de- 
cided by  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  incidental 
question  whether  the  property  was  taken  under  a 
military  necessity  or  under  the  claim  of  eminent 
domain  also  arose  and  was  decided,  and  whether 
the  military  necessity  of  the  occasion  required 
that  the  property  should  be  destroyed  by  the  offi- 
cer. In  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  Judge 
Wilmot  says: 

"  Upon  Hie  authority  of  the  ease.s  cited,  and  others  that 
might  be  adduced,  as  well  as  on  the  principles  wliich  dis- 
tinguish a  case  ol'  public  necessity,  utility,  or  good,  from  the 
overruling  necessity  which  regulates  tlie  law  of  individuals, 
we  are  ot  opinion  that  the  rightful  taking  of  private  prop- 
erty, for  use  or  destruction,  when  the  public  exigency  de- 
mands it,  by  a  military  odicer  commanding  any  part  of  the 
public  force,  is  an  exercise  of  llie  right  oC eminent  doinain  ; 
and  that  such  a  case  is  not  governed  by  the  law  applicable 
to  individuals. 

"The  letter  and  spirit  of  the  public  law,  and  of  the  con- 
stitutional provision  iT)  tliis  regard,  requires  just  compensa- 
tion to  be  madi;  in  every  case  when  private  property  is 
riglilj'ulty  taken  lor  pliblic  use,  whether  it  ho  by  legislative 
authority  or  under  the  powers  necessarily  exercised  by  those 
coiiunanding  our  land  and  naval  forces  in  time  of  war  or 
Imminent  public  danger." 

I  will  next  read  that  portion  of  the  decision 
v/hich  bears  on  the  question  of  damages: 

"The  daniat'cs  remain  to  be  considered;  and  here  an 
otijection  IS  taken  against  the  allowance  of  anything,  on 
Ihi-  ground  that  the  properly,  in  tlic  circumstances  in  which 
It  was  placed,  was  without  value  to  the  owner:  that  the 
abandonment  by  the  United  States  troops  of  the  forts  in 
the  vicniily  ol  Tucson  was  the  inevitable  loss  to  Grant  of 
the  entire  property,  and  tlicrofore  Its  destruction  did  him 
no  Injury." 

If  the  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa  had  argued 
thi;  case  before  the  Court  of  Claims,  he  could  not 


have  made  a  more  apposite  argument  than  that 
■which  is  here  commented  on;  and  remember,  that 
property  was  not  placed  in  the  circumstances 
which  then  surrounded  it  by  the  act  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Army  alone,  but  by  the  joint  act  of  the 
United  States  and  the  rebel  armies,  which  is  a  fact 
necessary  to  be  kept  in  mind. 

"This  ground  of  objection,  we  believe,  is  without  reason 
or  law  to  support  it.  The  claimant  suffered  great  loss.  Its 
immediate  and  direct  cause  was  the  burning  of  his  prop- 
erty by  order  of  Captain  Moore;  that  the  same  loss  would 
have  befallen  him  in  another  way  is  an  illiberal  and  we 
think  illegal  response  to  the  claim  for  compensation." 

The  argument  was  there  that  if  the  American 
officer  and  soldiery  had  not  destroyed  the  prop- 
erty it  would  have  been  taken  from  the  owner  by 
the  enemy;  and  as  he  would  have  lost  it  at  any 
rate,  it  was  damnum  absque  mjuria,  to  use  a  legal 
phrase,  and  therefore  he  was  not  entitled  to  have 
any  compensation  for  his  properly;  but  the  court, 
in  the  clearest  and  most  explicit  language,  over- 
ruled that  position.     They  say: 

"  The  property  was  of  intrinsic  value,  and  its  worth  to 
the  enemy  was  the  cause  of  its  destructitm.  In  a  pecun- 
iary point  of  view  it  may  have  been  a  matter  of  indilfer- 
ence  to  the  claimant  whether  his  property  was  destroyed  or 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  but  to  the  State  it  was  of 
serious  importance,  and  the  Government  preferred  to  pay 
its  fair  value  rather  than  give  its  enemies  the  advantages  of 
its  possession.  In  such  cases,  to  hold  the  property  worth- 
less, and  deny  damages  on  that  ground,  is  to  deny  the  con- 
stitutional right  to  compensation.  If  the  property  is  so 
circumstanced  thatunless  destroyed  the  enemy  would  take 
it,  then,  on  the  principle  contended  for,  no  injury  was  done 
the  owner;  and  unless  the  grounds  were  very  strong  in- 
deed for  believing  that  it  would  be  so  taken,  the  destruction 
is  illegal,  and  the  Government  clearly  not  liable." 

And  why?  Where  it  is  perfectly  apparent  that 
the  enemy  would  not  appropriate  the  property 
but  would  destroy  it,  or  leave  it  to  the  possession 
and  use  of  the  owner,  the  Government  is  not  re- 
sponsible; but  where  it  is  apparent,  as  it  was  in 
that  case,  that  the  property  vsrould  be  taken  by  the 
enemy  and  appropriated  to  his  use,  its  destruc- 
tion by  the  Army  of  the  United  States  was  a  mili- 
tary necessity,  and  rendered  the  United  States  re- 
sponsible for  its  intrinsic  value. 

Suppose  tliat  property  had  been  put  to  sale  just 
then  and  there,  under  all  the  circumstances  that 
surrounded  the  case  who  would  have  bid  for  it.' 
Who  would  have  given  a  dollar  for  the  mill  or  for 
the  other  personal  property  that  was  destroyed  .' 
One  army  was  retreating,  and  the  other  advan- 
cing in  conquering  numbers.  There  was  nobody 
,to  bid;  and  if  the  property  had  been  offered  in 
market  overt,  or  at  private  sale,  it  would  have 
produced  nothing.  But  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, by  its  military  officer,  ordered  its  de- 
struction; and  its  destruction  under  those  circum- 
stances, where  the  necessity  for  its  destruction 
vi^as  produced  by  the  action  of  both  armies,  is 
decided  by  this  court  to  render  the  United  States 
Government  responsible  for  its  full  value;  and  the 
judge  says  pointedly  and  truly  that  to  deny  that 
position  would  be  to  deny  to  the  citizen  the  con- 
stitutional guarantee  that  he  shall  have  a  fair  com- 
pensation for  his  property  whenever  it  is  taken 
for  public  use,  or  destroyed  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Government. 

The  case  of  negroes  taken  and  organized  as  a 
part  of  the  United  States  military  force  is  much 
stronger  for  their  owners  than  this  one  decided  by 
the  Court  of  Claims.  Here  there  is  no  rebel  en- 
emy impairing  their  value,  threatening  to  take 
them  from  the  possession  of  their  owners;  there  is 
no  rebel  legislation  diminishing  their  value;  there 
is  no  policy  of  the  rebel  government,  the  effects 
and  consequences  of  which  tend  to  demoralize  the 
property  or  to  render  it  worthless.  All  these  feat- 
ures, however,  exist  in  relation  to  the  action  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  That  Gov- 
ernment is  the  perpetrator,  and  the  sole  perpetra- 
tor, of  these  wrongs  to  the  loyal  owners  of  slaves. 
This  case  establishes  conclusively,  as  does  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of 
Mitchell  vs.  Harmony,  that  occurred  during  the 
war  with  Mexico,  and  which  is  quoted  approv- 
ingly in  this  decision,  that  without  regard  to  the 
existing  and  jiarticular  circutnstatices  in  which 
the  property  is  placed,  cither  by  the  action  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States  or  the  armies  of  the 
rebels,  although  this  be  the  result  of  their  joint 
action,  still  if  the  property  is  of  such  a  character 
that  it  would  be  u.seful  to  the  United  States  and 
to  the  rebel  army,  and  it  be  reasonably  certain 
that  the  rebel  army  would  appropriate  it  to  its  use 
unless  it  was  destroyed  by  the  United  States  mil- 


itary officer,  and  it  is  so  destroyed,  that  destruc- 
tion renders  the  United  States  responsible  for  its 
full  and  intrinsic  value.  The  court  in  this  case 
assess  the  damages. 

I  will  read  another  passage  of  this  decision  ren- 
dered by  Judge  Wilmot.  I  suppose  he  is  loyal. 
Things  have  come  to  a  strange  pass  in  this  coun- 
try. A  great  system  of  injustice  has  originated 
in  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  as  we 
contend,  the  consequence  of  which,  b]fc  flagrant 
violations  of  the  Constitution  and  usurpations  of 
power,  is  to  rob  free,  loyal,  and  true  citizens  of 
hundreds  of  millions  of  property;  and  the  man 
who  has  the  audacity  to  stand  up  to  resist  such 
an  iniquitous  course  of  policy  and  legislation  is  re- 
garded almost  as  a  senatorial  nuisance;  and  if  he 
utters  an  earnest  and  frequent  protest  against  such 
measures,  he  is  condemned  and  damned  as  dis- 
loyal, and  as  a  sami-traitor.  Sir,  "  the  times  are 
strangely  out  of  joint"  when  such  exhibitions 
and  such  perverted  opinions  characterize  the  Uni- 
ted States  Senate.  We  had  yesterday  certainly 
a  full  and  mostlatitudinous  exhibition  of  the  free- 
dom of  debate  in  this  Chamber.  If  there  was 
any  speech  ever  made  in  it  that  strikes  at  our 
entire  system,  the  Constitutions  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  the  States,  at  the  social  polity, 
organism,  and  civilization  of  North  America,  its 
Christian  faith,  and  all  its  received  opinions,  it 
was  that  made  in  this  Chamber  yesterday  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Brown.]  But  in  the 
United  States  freedom  of  speech  is  guarantied, 
and  let  that  Senator  and  all  others  exercise  it  in 
its  broadest  scope,  even  though  it  become  licen- 
tious. But,  sir,  I  will  proceed  with  the  passage 
from  Judge  Wilmot's  opinion: 

"  It  is  the  imminence  of  the  danger,  the  pressing  neces- 
sity, thiit  gives  the  State  the  right  to  take  private  property  ; 
yet  on  this  hypothesis,  when  the  danger  becomes  a  cer- 
tainty, the  necessity  inevitable,  the  Government  is  relieved 
from  liability." 

That  is  the  false  logic  the  judge  is  combating. 

"  The  legal  maxim,  damnum  absque  injuria,  would  defeat 
the  constitutional  provision  securing  compensation,  if  ef- 
fect were  given  to  it%n  a  case  like  the  one  before  the  court. 
It  has  no  application  whatever  when  property  is  actually 
taken  for  public  use,  and  has  been  so  held  by  the  courts  in 
numerous  decisions.  (See  note  on  page  111,  Sedgwick  on 
the  Measure  of  Damages.)  It  is  only  when  the  property  is 
taken  that  the  Constitution  provides  for  compensation;  it 
makes  no  mention  of  indirect  or  consequential  damage,  and 
here  and  here  only  the  maxim,  iJamnum  absque  injuria,  ap- 
plies." 

It  is  established  by  this  authority  that  an  ap- 
parently inevitable  and  impending  necessity  for 
taking  the  properly  for  the  public  use  must  exists 
that  it  may  be  created  either  by  the  demands  of 
our  own  Army  or  the  reasonable  probability  that 
it  would  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  enemy,  and 
is  destroyed  to  prevent  that;  and  these  facts  form 
one  class  of,  cases  in  which  the  Constitution  se- 
cures to  the  citizen  a  just  compensation  for  his 
property,  and  that  compensation  is  no  arbitrary, 
fictitious,  and  insufficient  value  or  appraisement 

Eut  upon  it  by  the  Executive,  by  the  War  office, 
y  an  act  of  Congress,  or  by  any  military  officer, 
but  it  is  its  intrinsic  value.  That  value  is  a  ju- 
dicial and  not  a  legislative  question,  and  it  is  to 
be  ascertained  by  a  judicial  mode  of  proceeding. 
My  amendment  proposes  to  adopt  that  mode. 
In  the  case  before  the  Court  of  Claims,  the  court 
assessed  the  value  of  the  property  destroyed  at 
$61,418  44,  and  allowed  credits  amounting  to 
1 19,836  44,  leaving  a  balance  in  favorof  the  claim- 
ant of  $41,582,  and  adjudged  that  he  be  paid  that 
sum  from  the  United  States  Treasury. 

The  honoi-able  and  able  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan, [Mr.  Howard,]  and  some  other  gentlemen 
on  this  floor,  seem  to  avert  or  to  attempt  to  avert, 
the  position  that  the  owner  of  a  negro  taken  for 
the  public  use  is  entitled  to  a  full  and  faircompen- 
sation  for  his  value,  by  assuining  the  position 
that  there  can  be  no  property  in  a  negro,  because 
he  is  a  human  being.  1  have  collected  some  au- 
thority on  that  point,  but  before  I  proceed  to  dis- 
cuss that  branch  of  the  subject  I  will  make  a  re- 
mark or  two  on  an  incidental  question. 

It  is  frequently  said  that  the  Government  wants 
soldiers,  and  that  it  has  a  right  to  take  any  slave 
and  make  a  soldier  of  him,  and  that  the  cilect  of 
enrolling  him  into  the  military  service  is  to  make 
him  a  free  man.  The  eloquent  and  able  Senator 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson]  assumed  that  po- 
sition; but  with  the  greatest  habitual  deference  to 
that  Senator's  opinions  that  I  have  nurtured  and 
kept  l)y  mc  for  more  than  twenty  yem"s,  I  dis- 
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sent  from  this  one.  On  some  future  occasion,  in 
remarks  confined  exclusively  to  the  point,  I  in- 
tend to  attempt  to  establish  that  there  is  no  power 
in  the  United  States  Government,  in  any  of  its 
departments,  in  any  of  its  officers,  or  in  the  whole 
in  the  aggregate,  to  give  to  a  negro  his  freedom 
because  he  is  even  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  or  upon  any  other  reason.  But 
I  do  n.U  enter  into  that  question  nov/.  For  the 
present,^!  is  sufficient  to  say  that  gentlemen  as- 
sume thatitis  necessary  ihathe  should  be  a  com- 
ponent part  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States; 
and  taken  for  that  purpose  it  would  be  for  public 
use.  If  he  is  property,  the  owner  of  the  property 
is  entitled  to  his  fair  value — "  a  just  compensa- 
tion," in  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  to  be 
properly  and  judicially  ascertained;  not  to  an  ar- 
bitrary and  inadequate  assessment  of  his  value. 
That  is  the  mode  established  by  long  and  general 
usage  and  acquiescence,  sanctioned  and  confirmed 
by  legislative  enactinents  and  the  judgments  of 
courts  generally ,  and  of  the  nature  and  essence  of 
the  inquiry. 

But  if  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  had 
not  assumed,  and  with  so  much  confidence,  that 
property  cannot  exist  in  a  negro,  I  should  not  have 
appeared  In  the  debate  on  this  bill  in  a  second 
speech.  1  was  amused  at  the  honorable  Senator's 
argument,  and  how  .skillfully  it  evaded  the  ques- 
tion. The  proposition  which  he  mainly  argued, 
and  with  much  ability,  I  think  is  not  in  the  kernel  of 
the  measure  underconsideration.  It  was  whether 
negro  slavery  existed  by  the  common  law,  and  his 
conclusion  that  it  did  notscems  to  me  to  be  wholly 
immaterial  to  the  merits  of  this  bill,  and  theamend- 
ment  I  have  offered  to  it.  1  will  endeavor  to  elu- 
cidate and  establish  my  position. 

The  ruling  of  Lord  Mansfield  in  the  case  of  the 
negro  Sommersett,  that  although  he  had  been  a 
slave  in  Virginia  and  Jamaica,  he  was  made  free 
by  his  mere  subsequent  residence  in  England,  was 
against  the  well-established  law  of  that  country. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  common  law  did  es- 
tablish property  in  particular  subjects,  but  every 
lawyer  knows  that  the  common  law  arose  from 
"  customs  and  usages  whereof  the  memory  of  man 
runneth  not  to  the  contrary."  Some  of  them  date 
back  coeval  with  Julius  Caesar,  and  have  their 
origin  with  the  ancient  Britons,  as  the  custom  of 
gavelkind,  in  Kent,  and  the  mode  of  dividing  prop- 
erty upon  the  death  of  a  husband  between  his  wid- 
ow and  his  children  or  other  relatives.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  it  was  not  of  a  single  formation,  but  was 
built  up  by  the  adoption  of  particularcustoms  and 
usages  by  the  early  inhabitants  of  England,  Brit- 
ons, Saxons,  and  others,  as  their  circumstan- 
ces and  exigencies  suggested  them,  and  was  the 
growth  of  ages.  It  is  certain  that  it  was  an  ex- 
tensive and  very  complete  body  of  laws  in  the 
reign  of  Edgar,  the  grandfather  of  Alfred,  and  by 
him  was  collected  into  one  body.  Alfred  en- 
larged, systematized,  and  greatly  improved  the 
common  law  in  his  celebrated  "Dome  book;" 
and  his  grandson,  Edward  the  Confessor,  still 
further  enlarged  and  improved  it  by  his  compila- 
tion. By  the  Norman  conquest  the  common  law 
fell  into  general  desuetude,  and  was  temporarily 
buried  under  the  feudal  system,  but  it  was  con- 
served in  the  hearts  of  the  Saxon  population  which 
had  created  it,  and  their  bold  barons  restored  and 
forced  the  recognition  of  its  most  essential  prin- 
ciples by  King  John  in  Magna  Charta. 

One  of  the  most  important  principles  of  the 
common  law,  and  the  last  one  enumerated  in 
Magna  Charta,  is  in  these  words: 

"  Every  suliject  of  Engl.'unl  shall  li.ive  the  free  enjoynioiit 
of  his  llfK.  liliiMty,  and  pruperty,  uiiluss  declared  to  be  for- 
I'eiled  hy  ilic  jiidgineiit  of  his  peera  orlhe  law  of  the  land." 

That  provision,  nearly  in  identical,  but  more 
perfect,  term.s,  is  incorporated  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  It  establishes  this 
general  principle:  that  all  crimes  and  offenses, 
whenever  and  wherever  declared  by  law,  and  all 
subjects  of  jiroperty,  whether  property  in  the 
particular  class  of  subjects  was  established  by 
the  common  law,  or  statute  law,  or  by  appropri- 
ation, custom,  usage,  and  acquiescence,  are — the 
crimes,  offenses,  and  property — all  equally  sub- 
ject to  that  general  princi|)le  of  the  common  law, 
also  principle  of  our  Constitution.  No  subji;ct 
of  Englatid  or  citizen  of  the  United  States  can  be 
deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  in  any  pos- 
sible case,  unless  l)y  the  judgment  of  hi.s  peers 
or  the  laws  of  the  land.     This  great  rule  is  just 


as  applicable  in  cases  of  indictment  for  crimes 
and  offenses  created  and  declared,  and  to  new 
subjects  of  property,  invented,  discovered,  or  ap- 
propriated, as  well  since  as  before  the  existence 
of  the  common  law. 

How  many  different  subjects  of  property  are 
there  now  that  were  not  known  when  Alfred  the 
Great  compiled  the  common  law.-"  How  many 
differentsubjects  of  property  are  there  now  known 
and  recognized  among  the  various  nations  of  the 
civilized  world  that  had  no  such  recognition  when 
Magna  Charta  was  wrested  from  King  John  at 
Runny mede?  I  have  not  the  means  and  I  have 
never  undertaken  the  task  of  enumerating  them, 
but  I  have  no  doubt  hundreds  and  hundreds.  Yes, 
sir,  I  lay  down  this  proposition,  that  the  general 
principle  of  protection  which  the  common  law, 
Magna  Charta,  and  our  Constitution  respectively 
give  to  property  and  to  the  owners  of  property 
applies  as  well  to  property  that  was  discovered, 
invented  by  legislative  enactment,  or  by  the  com- 
mon and  general  use  and  custom  and  acquiescence 
of  the  people  of  England,  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  civilized  world  afteras  well  as  before  existence 
of  the  common  law.  Magna  Charta,  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  The  same  princi- 
ple would  apply  the  right  of  the  trial  by  jury  to 
all  subsequently  created  crimes  and  offenses. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  read  some  authorities  to 
establish  a  position  which  I  never  expected  a 
sound  lawyer  to  controvert,  and  to  contradict  a 
position  the  wildest,  the  mostillegal,  illogical,  and 
unsouna  that  a  lawyer  ever  assumed;  and  that  is 
that  property  does  not,  cannot,  and  never  did  ex- 
ist in  a  human  being.  1  avow  that  property  in 
African  slaves  existed  by  the  general  practice, 
usage,  custom,  appropriation,  and  acquiescence 
of  all  the  civilized  nations  of  Europe  for  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years;  that  the  slave  trade  was 
allowed  and  recognized  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  that  property  in  slaves  exists  at  this  time  in 
every  country  that  by  such  usage,  acquiescence, 
long  appropriation,  and  universal  sanction,  estab- 
lished slavery  in  the  country,  tlyit  have  not  abol- 
ished it;  and  I  have  an  overwhelming  amount  of 
authority  to  sustain  that  position.  I  will  read  in 
the  first  place  from  the  case  of  Sommersett,  which 
admits  these  positions  in  relation  to  all  the  Ameri- 
can colonies  of  England  and  denies  it  in  England 
and  nowhere  beside,  and  only  for  the  purposes  of 
personal  privilege  when  he  has  resided  in  England, 
and  in  virtue  of  that  residence. 

The  case  of  Sommersett  was  upon  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  issued  in  1771  and  decided  in  1772, 
and  the  questions  which  arose  upon  its  hearing 
were,  first,  the  rights  of  one  claiming  a  negro 
present  in  that  country  as  his  property,  by  the 
lex  loci;  second,  if  such  rights  exist,  theirextent; 
third,  the  laws  and  means  for  enforcing  them  in 
England.  In  his  judgment  Lord  Mansfield  says, 
"A  contract  for  the  sale  of  a  slave  is  good  here.  " 
That  is  the  admission  of  Lord  Mansfield  himself; 
but  he  goes  on  to  explain  further  the  case  and  the 
principles  that  were  involved  in  it: 

"  The  -sale  is  a  matter  to  which  the  law  properly  and  rea- 
sonably attaches,  and  will  maintain  tlie  price  according  to 
the  agreement." 

Now,  sir,  what  is  this  position.''  That  a  negro 
might  be  sold  in  Englantl  at  that  day  as  a  slave; 
that  the  transfer  of  a  slave  was  a  valid  and  suffi- 
cient consideration  upon  which  to  U)ihold  aeon- 
tract  which  the  law  would  enforce.  He  adds, 
however: 

"  But  licre  the  person  of  the  slave  liimself  is  made  the 
oliject  of  incjuiry,  wliicli  makes  a  very  material  <lilfereiice. 
The  question  tiow  is  whether  any  dominion,  authority,  or 
coercion  can  be  exercised  in  this  country  <m  a  slave  accord- 
ing to  the  Jlmcrican  laws," 

Sommersett  had  been  a  slave  in  Virginia,  and 
was  taken  by  his  master  to  Jamaica,  and  from 
thence  to  England,  and  kept  there  some  years  as  a 
slave.  He  became  dissatisfied  with  hiscondition 
of  slavery,  atxl  his  master,  to  secure  him,  placed 
hiiri  on  board  a  ship  in  the  Thames,  and  some 
friends  of  his  issued  outfrom  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  a  writ  of  liabeas  corpus  to  bring  Sommersett 
before  that  court  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  his  de- 
tention. That  was  the  cast;;  and  Lord  Mansfield 
suid  that  the  question  in  the  case  "is  whether  any 
dominion,  authority,  or  coercion  can  be  exercised 
in  this  counlry  on  a  slave  according  to  the  Ameri- 
can laws.  "  1 1(!  admits  virtually,  as  he  does  after- 
wards more  explicitly,  that  if  that  slave  had  been 
in  Virginia  or  in  Jamaica,  and  had  never  been 
taken  to  England,  he  would  liave  been  there  sub- 


ject to  the  authority,  coercion,  and  dominion  of 
his  masteraccordingto  the  local  laws;  andthatthe 
question,  and  the  true  question,  before  the  court 
was,  whether  there  were  any  such  laws  in  Eng- 
land as  in  those  countries  which  would  allow  the 
master  to  exercise  authority,  dominion,  and  coer- 
cion over  him,  as  he  could  have  done  in  Jamaica  or 
Virginia,  if  the  slave  were  there.  Lord  Mansfield 
admits  that  fifty  years  previously  Lord  Talbot 
and  Lord  Hardwicke,  while  respectively  Soli- 
citor and  Attorney  General,  "  two  of  the  greatest 
men  of  any  age,"  had  given  their  opinion  to  the 
English  planters  that  slaves  by  being  taken  from 
the  colonies  to  England  did  not  thereby  obtain 
their  freedom,  but  were  subject  to  be  taken  back 
at  the  pleasure  of  their  owners;  and  that  those 
great  lawyers  undertook  to  be  responsible  for  the 
consequence  of  taking  slaves  from  the  colonies  to 
England.     Lord  Mansfield  further  says: 

"  Tlie  difficulty  of  adopting  the  relation  withoutadopting 
it  in  all  its  consequences  is  indeed  extreme ;  ami  yet  many 
of  those  consequences  are  absolutely  contrary  to  the  muni- 
cipal law  of  England.  We  have  no  authority  to  regulate 
the  conditions  in  which  law  shall  operate." 

The  position  of  Lord  Mansfield  was  simply 
this,  that  slaves  were  property  in  England  for 
every  purpose,  except  when  the  slave  himself 
claimed  his  freedom;  that  they  were  legitimately 
and  properly  the  subjects  of  contract,  and  that 
where  they  were  thesubjectsand  consideration  of 
contracts,  the  laws  and  the  courts  would  uphold 
such  contracts.  The  only  reason  why  he  decided 
that  the  negro  could  not  be  held  in  slavery  there 
was,  that  there  were  no  laws  in  force  in  England 
which  subjected  him  to  the  authority  and  domin- 
ion and  coercion  of  his  master,  as  did  the  local 
laws  of  Virginia  and  Jamaica  and  the  other  North 
American  British  colonies.  The  premises  and 
reasoning  of  Lord  Mansfield  did  not  establish  the 
right  of  Sommersett  to  his  freedom,  but  only  that 
England  had  no  slave  code  in  force  which  would 
authorize  his  master  "  to  exercise  authority,  co- 
ercion, and  dominion  over  him."  The  able  judge 
should  have  dismissed  the  writ  of  habeas  coiyus 
on  the  ground  that  Sommersett  was  not  a  free- 
man, but  a  slave.  If  his  master  was  exercising 
"any  authority,  coercion,  and  dominion"  over 
him,  in  conflict  with  any  law  of  England ,  he  should 
have  decided  such  act  to  be  unlawful,  citing  the 
laws  which  it  violated,  and  giving  Sommersett 
relief  only  to  that  extent.  There  was  no  law  of 
England  that  conferred  on  him  freedom. 

Now,  sir,  that  is  the  whole  of  the  famous  case 
of  Sommersett,  decided  to  be  free  by  Lord  Mans- 
field. He  states  the  number  of  slaves  that  were 
then  held  in  England  to  be  about  fifteen  thousand. 
If  gentlemen  who  are  curious  in  such  antiquities 
will  examine  the  newspapers  in  the  London 
Museum  they  will  find  advertisement  upon  ad- 
vertisement to  sell  slaves  and  to  reclaim  runaway 
slaves,  and  the  latter  described  to  have  collars 
around  their  necks,  and  the  names  of  the  owners 
inscribed  upon  the  collars. 

Spain,  Portugal,  England,  France,  Holland, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  and  the  maritime  States  of 
Italy, constituting  at  the  time  the  most  refined  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  and  nearly  all  of  civilized  Eu- 
rope,entered  into  the  African  slave  trade  shortly 
after  the  discovery  of  America,  and  established, 
except  Italy,  colonies  in  the  western  hemisphei'e, 
imported  slaves  into  them,  and  held  those  slaves 
as  property  under  their  colonial  laws,  with  the 
sanction  and  support  of  the  laws  and  Government 
of  the  parent  countries. 

England  entered  into  that  trade  in  1562  by  ship- 
ping slaves  to  the  West  Indies  in  a  vessel  com- 
manded by  Sir  John  Hawkins.  Q,ueen  Elizabeth 
was  a  partner  and  the  protector  of  his  later  ex- 
peditions, in  lG18a  charter  was  granted  by  James 
1  to  Sir  Robert  Rich  and  his  associates,  mer- 
chants of  Loiuhni,  with  the  exclusive  privilege 
of  carrying  on  the  slave  trade  from  ;he  coast  of 
Guinea.  A  second  charter  wnsgranted  by  Charles 
I  to  another  comjiany  in  lG.'il,  and  so  extensive 
and  lucrative  were  ihcir  operations  that  at  a  great 
expense  they  erected  numerous  f(H-is  and  build- 
ings for  slave  marts  along  the  coast  of  the  West 
Indies  for  the  defense  and  facilitation  of  their 
trade.  In  16G2Charles  li  chartered  a  third  com- 
pany,giving  iialso  exclusive  privileges,  of  which 
his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  was  the  head. 
This  company  engaged  to  furnish  the  British 
West  India  colonies  with  three  thousand  slaves 
annually.  Q,ueen  Anne  protected  the  slave  trade 
under  treaties  with  foreign  Powers  of  which  it 
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was  the  subject,  and  stipulated  for  part  of  the 
profits. 

An  act  of  Parliament  of  William  III,  entitled 
"An  act  to  settle  the  trade  to  Africa, "  commences, 
"Whereas  the  trade  to  Africa  is  highly  beneficial 
and  advantageous  to  this  kingdom  and  to  the  plant- 
ations and  colonies  thereunto  belonging;"  and 
the  act  speaks  of"  negroes"  as  the  object,  and  it 
is  plainly  shown  that  the  reference  was  to  the 
slave  trade. 

The  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utreeht,  July 
13, 1713,  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  gran  ted 
"  to  her  Majesty,  and  to  the  company  of  her  sub- 
jects established  for  that  purpose,  as  well  the  sub- 
jects of  Spain  as  others  being  excluded,  the  con- 
tract for  introducing  negroes  into  the  several  parts 
ofthe  dominions  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  in  Amer- 
ica for  thirty  years;"  and  the  same  section  grants 
the  occupancy  of  lands  near  the  Rio  de  la  Plata 
"  suitable  for  maintaining  the  servants  of  the  said 
company  and  their  negroes,  and  for  safely  keeping 
them,  the  said  negroes,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
sold." 

By  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1697,  section  twenty, 
"governors,  deputy  governors,  and  judges  are 
forbidden  under  penalty  to  act  as  a  factor  or  fac- 
tors, agent  or  agents  for  the  said  company  or  any 
other  person  or  persons,  for  the  sale  or  disposal 
of  any  negroes. 

The  act  of  Parliament  of  5  George  II,  passed 
for  England,  makes  negroes,  houses,  lands, &c., 
subject  to  execution  for  the  satisfaction  of  debts; 
and  act  23,  same  George,  1759,  has  a  provision 
referring  to  "  negroes  or  other  goods."  Another 
act  of  the  same  reign,  passed  1749-50,  entitled 
"An  act  for  extending  and  improving  the  trade  to 
Africa,"  begins,  "  Whereas  the  trade  to  Africa  is 
very  advantageous  to  Great  Britain,  and  neces- 
sary for  supplying  the  plantations  and  colonies 
thereunto  belonging  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
negroes  at  reasonable  rates," &c. 

The  seventh  section  ofthis  actdeclarestheduties 
■•'  which  shall  be  paid  at  the  place  of  importation 
upon  all  goods  and  merchandise  (negroes  ex- 
cepted) imported  in  (into)  England,  or  any  of  his 
Majesty's  plantations  or  colonies  in  America  from 
the  coast  of  Africa;"  "  and  that  all  goods  and 
merchandise  (negroes  excepted)  that  shall  be 
laden  or  put  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  between  Blanco  and  Cape  Mount, 
and  shall  be  imported  into  England,  or  any  of  his 
Majesty's  plantations  orcolonies  aforesaid,  shall 
answer  and  pay  the  duties  aforesaid, "&c.  This 
law  shows  that  England,  equally  with  the  planta- 
tions and  colonies,  was  open  to  the  importation 
of  African  slaves;  and  I  have  not  seen  any  act  of 
Parliament  that  restricted  them  to  the  latter,  or 
that  interdicted  their  introduction  into  the  mother 
country. 

Here  are  positive  acts  of  Parliament  in  explicit 
language,  authorizing  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  England ,  declaring  that  slaves  in  England  are 
chattels,  making  them  responsible  for  debts,  and 
making  them  a  part  of  the  estate  of  a  deceased 
owner.  They  were  taken,  appraised,  and  held 
as  a  portion  of  a  deceased  man's  estate,  and  dis- 
tributed among  his  distributees  like  any  other 
property. 

Ten  of  the  judges  of  England,  including;  Holt 
and  Pollexfen,  decided  that  "  negroes  are  mer- 
chandise," and  consequently  within  the  naviga- 
tion acts. 

The  Spaniards  carried  slaves  into  the  West  In- 
dies as  early  as  1501,  and  Hakluyt  says  that 
twenty-four  negro  slaves  were  brought  to  Eng- 
land from  the  coast  of  Africa  in  1553.  The  Gov- 
ernment and  people  of  England  found  the  traffic 
in  slaves  contributed  greatly  to  the  prosperity, 
tlot  only  of  their  commerce,  but  of  their  colonial, 
agricultural,  and  planting  productions,  and  they 
stimulated  and  sustained  it  by  acts  of  Parliament, 
chartering  companies,  and  other  modes. 

Now,  sir,  from  1555,  according  to  Hakluyt, 
until  the  decision  rendered  in  the  case  of  Sommer- 
sctt,  slaves  were  introduced  by  every  subject  who 
chose  into  England,  the  right  being  confirmed  by 
express  authority  of  acts  of  Parliament.  Slavery 
existed  there  by  custom,  usage,  appropriation, 
and  general  acquiescence,  and  was  never  contro- 
verted for  two  hundred  and  twenty  years.  Prop- 
erty in  slaves  was  thereby  unquestionably  estab- 
lished m  England,  and  could  be  abolished  only  by 
nn  act  of  Parliament,  not  by  a  judicial  dictum. 

There  was  no  law  or  commercial  regulation  that 


prohibited  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  England; 
on  the  contrary,  she  was  equally  open  to  them 
with  her  colonies  by  acts  of  Parliament  equally 
applicable  to  both.  All  her  West  India  and  North 
American  colonies  imported  them,  and,  with  the 
knowledge  andiipproval  ofthe  home  Government, 
passed  laws  to  regulate  and  give  protection  and 
security  to  that  property;  and  that  property  and 
those  laws  were  not  only  recognized  and  enforced 
by  their  local  courts,  but  also  by  the  courts  of 
England  in  every  case  that  came  before  them,  ex- 
cept some  three  or  four,  including  the  case  of  Som- 
mersett,  in  which  the  question  was  the  right  of  the 
slaves  to  their  freedom  by  reason  of  their  residence 
in  England.  Slaves  continued  to  be  taken  into  Eng- 
land from  the  time  of  their  first  introduction",  and 
held  there  as  such  by  all  persons  at  their  pleasure 
until  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Sommersett.  The 
reason  that  not  more  than  fifteen  thousand  were 
then  in  the  island,  and  there  were  no  laws  of  Par- 
liament authorizing  theirowners  to  exercise  "  do- 
minion, authority,  and  coercion  over  them,"  was 
that  England  had  not  the  climate,  soil,  and  pro- 
ductions of  her  slave  colonies.  But  notwithstand- 
ing this  defect  of  her  legislation  in  providing  proper 
regulations  for  the  subject  of  slavery  ,\during  two 
hundred  and  twenty  years  slaves  had  been  held, 
appropriated,  and  used  as  property  in  England 
by  all  who  chose;  and  I  maintain  that  t/iere6j/ and 
there  property  in  African  slaves  was  established, 
and  all  the  protection  and  guarantees  which  the 
common  law  gave  to  other  property  attached  to 
slave  property;  and  Lord  Mansfield's  judgment 
was  without  authority  of  law. 

He  was  like  some  of  our  modern  philanthro- 
pists. He  adopted  beforehand  a  conclusion  that 
slavery  could  not  exist  in  England;  that  its  at- 
mosphere was  too  pure  to  be  breathed  by  slaves, 
notwithstanding  slavery  had  existed  and  slaves 
had  breathed  the  pure  atmosphere  of  England  for 
two  hundred  and  twenty  years.  To  reach  this 
foregoneconclusion,he  wrested  the  law;  he  forced 
it  from  its  natural  reading  and  meaning;  he  by  his 
dictum  legislated  slavery  out  of  that  island  against 
the  positive  usage  and  acquiescence  of  the  people 
and  the  customary  law  and  the  parliamentary  rec- 
ognition of  the  institution. 

But  be  that  proposition  as  it  may,  until  this 
generation,  and  in  this  country,  all  judicial  tri- 
bunals, jurists,  and  publicists,  the  whole  intelli- 
gence ofthe  world,  have  conceded  without  ques- 
tion that  African  slavery  existed  in  every  country 
where  it  was  established  by  the  local  law.  This 
position  was  not  controverted  by  counsel  or  court 
in  the  case  of  Sommersett,  and  in  his  opinion  on 
the  case  is  conceded  impliedly  by  Lord  Mans- 
field. 

I  come  now  to  the  case  of  the  slave  Grace,  de- 
cided by  Lord  Stowell  in  1827.  He  had  ad- 
judged the  previous  case  of  Le  Louis  when  he 
was  Sir  William  Scott  and  judge  ofthe  Court  of 
Admiralty  of  England.  He  was  a  brother  of 
Lord  Eldon,  and  one  of  the  ablest  jurists  Eng- 
land ever  produced. 

In  the  case  of  the  slave  Grace,  decided  by  Lord 
Stowell,  in  1827,  he  says  in  his  opinion  : 

"  It  has  been  observed  that  llie  sovereign  State  has  de- 
clared that  all  laws  made  in  the  colonies  contradicting  its 
own  law  shall  be  null  and  void,  and  cannot  be  put  in  exe- 
cution ;  but  is  that  the  character  of  the  laws  in  the  colonies 
for  the  encouragement  to  the  proprietors  of  slaves.'  Has  it 
not  since  the  declaration  of  its  judgment  against  slavery 
declared,  in  the  most  explicit  and  authoritative  manner,  its 
encouragement  of  slavery  in  its  colonial  establishments.'' 
Have  not  innumerable  acts  passed  which  regulate  the  con- 
dition of  slaves,  and  which  tend  to  consider  them,  as  the 
colonists  themselves  do,  as rcspossidit  in  commercio,ns  mere 
goods  and  chattels,  as  subject  to  inorlgage,  as  constituting 
part  of  the  value  of  States,  as  liable  to  be  taken  in  execu- 
tion for  debt,  to  be  publicly  sold  for  such  purposes;  and 
has  it  not  established  courts  of  the  highest  jurisdiction  for 
the  carrying  into  execution  provisions  for  all  these  pur- 
poses; and  these  its  most  eminent  courts  of  justice,  its  court 
of  the  King's  Privy  Council,  and  its  courts  of  chancery, 
where  all  these  regulations  are  carried  into  effect  with  the 
most  scrupulous  attention,  and  under  the  authority  of  acts 
of  Parliament?  Can  any  man  doubt  that  at  this  lime  of 
day  slaves  in  the  colonies  may  be  transferred  by  sale  made 
in  England,  and  which  would  be  affirmed  without  refer- 
ence to  the  court  so  empowered." 

Lord  Stowell,  in  the  same  opinion, says  further: 

"The  personal  traflic  in  slaves  resident  in  England  had 
been  as  public  and  as  authorized  In  London  as  in  any  one 
of  our  West  India  islands.  They  were  sold  on  the  Ex- 
change and  other  places  of  public  resort  by  parties  them- 
selves resident  in  London,  and  with  as  little  reserve  as  they 
would  have  been  in  any  of  our  West  India  possessions. 
Such  nstate  oflliings  continued  without  impeachment  from 
H  very  early  period  up  to  nearly  the  end  ofthe  last  century." 

That  is,  up  to  the  time  of  the  Sommersett  case. 


Again,  says  the  judge: 

"  Slaves  have  come  into  this  Island  and  passed  out  of  it 
In  returningtothe  coloniesin  the  same  character  of  slaves, 
whatever  might  be  the  intermediate  character  which  they 
possessed  in  England,  and  this  without  any  interruption, 
or  without  any  doulit  belonging  to  their  character  in  that 
servile  state  ;  they  go  back  with  a  perfect  knowledge  ofthe 
state  which  they  are  to  reenter." 

What  is  the  principle  there  decided.'  That  if 
a  negro  had  been  taken  to  England  even  after  the 
decision  in  the  Sommersett  case,  and  from  Eng- 
land had  been  taken  back  to  the  slave  colony  from 
whence  he  was  carried  to  England,  he  would  re- 
turn precisely  into  the  same  stale  of  slavery  under 
the  local  law  of  the  colony  as  though  he  never 
had  had  any  residence  in  England. 

The  truth  of  this  legal  proposition,  that  when  a 
slave  of  an  English  slave  colony  went  to  England, 
and  afterwards  returned  to  the  same  colony,  he 
there  returned  to  slavery,  cannot  be  shaken. 
There  is  no  position  more  immovable. 

History  teems  with  an  unbroken  and  resistless 
weight  of  evidence  thatall  the  British  North  Amer- 
ican colonies  at  an  early  day  after  their  settlement 
introduced  African  slavery;  and  that  it  was  fos- 
tered, upheld,  and  protectetl  in  them  by  both  the 
legislation  of  Parliament  and  of  their  own  local 
legislative  assemblies;  and  that  this  property  was 
as  much  the  subjectof  suits  and  of  the  judgments 
of  courts,  and  of  the  executions  of  those  judg- 
ments, in  the  colonies  respectively,  as  any  other 
property.  But  Lord  Mansfield  said  in  the  Som- 
mersett case  that  slavery  could  not  exist  in  any 
country  but  by  positive  law;  and  that  sAtiment 
has  been  generally  adopted  by  the  American 
courts  and  judges.  But  what  is  positive  law.' 
Judge  Shaw,  in  the  case,  IBlh  Pickering,  page 
212,  says: 

"  But  it  [the  doctrine  of  Lord  Mansfield]  clearly  admits 
that  it  may  exist  by  positive  law.  And  it  may  be  remarked 
that  by  positive  law  in  this  connection  may  be  as  well  un- 
derstood customary  law  as  the  enactment  of  a  statute,  and 
the  word  is  used  to  designate  rules  established  by  tacit  ac- 
quiescence or  by  legislative  act  of  any  State,  and  which 
derive  their  force  and  authority  from  such  acquiescence 
or  enactment,  and  not  because  they  are  the  dictates  of  nat- 
ural justice,  and  a?  such  of  universal  obligation." 

I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  met  with  a 
statute  or  positive  enactment,  or  any  history  or 
statement  of  such  law,  declaring  property  in  any 
class  of  its  multiform  subjects,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  the  colony  of  Georgia.  But  so  far  as  I 
know  or  have  read  property  of  every  kind  is  first 
established  by  appropriation,  long  use,  and  acqui- 
escence of  nations  generally ,  or  of  a  particular  peo- 
ple. In  the  one  case  it  has  its  origin  in  local  law, 
and  in  the  other  in  general  law,  both  being  merely 
usage,  custom,  and  acquiescence;  and  only  after 
it  is  thus  established  it  becomes  the  subject  of 
enactment  in  the  form  of  laws  for  its  regulation 
and  protection.  Property  in  slaves  has  had  the 
same  origin  and  has  been  upheld  by  the  same 
sanctions  and  laws  as  property  in  every  other 
subject;  and  to  deny  property  in  slaves  for  want 
of  an  express  enactment  would  amount  to  its  ab- 
negation in  every  subject.  I  know  of  no  country 
that  forms  an  exception  to  this  general  proposi- 
tion except  the  colony  of  Georgia,  from  which 
slavery  was  first  interdicted  by  her  positive  enact- 
ment, and  to  negative  its  effect  her  Legislature 
passed  a  law  to  admit  the  introduction  of  slaves. 

Even  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  African  sla- 
very was  established  at  an  early  day.  As  long 
ago  as  1G99,  Penn  proposed  to  provide  by  law  for 
the  marriage,  religious  instruction,  and  kind  treat- 
ment of  slaves,  but  there  was  no  response  from 
the  Legislature.  It  is  adebated  question  whether 
or  not  he  died  a  slaveholder.  That  he  held  slaves 
during  his  life  I  believe  is  a  well-authenticated 
historical  fact.  In  1719,  to  a  general  petition  for 
the  emancipation  of  slaves,  the  response  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  was,  "it  is  neither 
just  nor  convenient  to  set  them  at  liberty."  Ban- 
croft slates  that  fact. 

A  French  slaver  was  captured  by  a  British 
cruiser,  and  by  the  captors  claimed  to  be  a  pirate, 
and  her  condemnation  was  sought  in  the  English 
courts.  Tliccase  was  brought  into  the  Admiralty 
Court  of  England,  and  decided  by  Sir  William 
Scott;  and  in  the  opinion  which  he  rendered  are 
these  passages: 

"  The  act  of  trading  in  slaves,  however  detestable.  Is  not 
the  act  of  freebooters,  enemies  of  the  hmnan  race,  renoun- 
cing every  country,  and  ravaging  every  country,  in  its  coasts 
and  vessels,  indiscriminately." 

"A  court,  in  the  administration  of  law,  cannot  attribute 
eriininaiiiy  to  an  act  whore  the  law  imputes  none.   Itmust 


1008 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  9. 


look  totlio  li'iinl  standard  of  morality;  and  upon  a  question 
of  iliis  Miitiire  iliar  tiiantlard  must  hi^  Ihuiid  in  the  law  of 
nations,  as  lixed  and  evidenced  liy  general,  ancient,  and 
adniiited  practice,  liy  treaties,  and  by  llie  general  tenor  of 
tile  laws  and  ordinances  and  the  formal  transactions  of 
oivilized  States;  and  looking  to  these  authorities,  he  found 
a  dilliculty  in  maintaining  that  the  transaction  was  legally 
criminal. 

"  It  is  pressed  as  a  difficulty,  what  is  to  be  done  if  a 
French  ship  laden  with  slaves  is  brought  in?  I  answer 
without  hesitation,  restore  the  possession  which  has  been 
unlawfully  divested,  rescind  Uie  illegal  act  done  by  your 
own  subject,  and  leave  the  foreigner  to  tlie  justice  of  his 
own  country." 

I  will  here  embocjy  the  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion in' relation  to  fugitive  slaves: 

"No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  under 
the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from 
such  service  or  labor,  but  shaii  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of 
the  party  to  whom  such  service  may  be  due." 

The  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  pro- 
vided : 

"That  his  Britannic  IMajesty  shall,  with  all  convenient 
speed,  and  without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
away  any  negroes  orothcr  property  of  the  Jlmerican  inhab- 
itants, withdraw  all  his  armies,  garrisons,  and  fleets  from 
the  said  United  States,"  &.C. 

The  treaty  of  Ghent  contains  a  similar  stipu- 
lation. But  notwithstanding  the  British  fleets  de- 
ported many  negro  slaves  from  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, and  Louisiana,  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  claimed  for  their  owner.s  their  value 
from  the  British  Government  to  the  aggregate 
amounPbf  more  than  a  million  dollars.  This  was 
resisted,  not  upon  the  ground  that  the  negroes 
were  not  property,  but  that  they  were  not  deported 
against  the  provision  of  the  treaty.  The  ques- 
tion was  referred  by  the  two  Powers  to  the  ar- 
bitrament of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  by  him 
decided  against  the  British  Government. 

In  the  case  of  the  Antelope,  decided  by  our  Su- 
preme Court,  in  which  the  consuls  of  Spain  and 
Portugal  demanded  for  subjects  of  Iheirrespective 
countries  portions  of  a  cargo  of  slaves  brought 
from  Africa  and  captured  on  board  the  Antelope 
by  a  United  States  revenue  cutter,  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  rendered  the  opinion  of  the  court,  and 
he  quotes  approvingly  the  foregoing  passages  from 
thejudgment  of  Sir  William  Scott.  The  lawful- 
ness of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  right  of  the  captured 
Africans  on  board  the  Antelope  to  their  freedom, 
werequcstions  decided  in  this  case.  In  hisopin- 
ion,  the  Chief  Justice  says: 

"The  Christian  and  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  with 
whom  we  have  most  intercourse,  have  all  been  engaged  in 
it.  However  abhorrent  this  traffic  may  be  to  a  mind  whose 
original  feelings  are  not  blunted  by  lamiliarity  with  the 
practice,  it  has  been  sanctioned  in  modern  times  by  the 
laws  of  all  nations  who  possess  distant  colonies,  each  of 
whonrlias  engaged  in  it  as  a  common  commercial  business 
which  no  other  could  rightfully  interrupt.  It  has  claimed 
all  the  sanctions  which  could  be  derived  from  long  usage 
and  general  acquiescence.  That  trade  could  not  1)0  con- 
sidered as  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  which  was  author- 
ized and  protected  by  the  laws  of  all  commercial  nations  ; 
the  right  to  carry  on  which  was  claimed  by  each,  and  al- 
lowed by  each." 

In  conformity  to  the  foregoing  reasoning,  the 
court  decided  that  a  portion  of  those  captured 
Africans  were  the  slaves  of  the  Spanish  claimants, 
and  another  portion  of  the  Portuguese;  and  by  its 
judgment  ordered  their  surrender  to  the  consuls 
of  those  Powers. 

I  have  here  a  few  other  authorities  from  which 
I  desire  to  read  before  closing  my  remarks.  In 
the  second  volume  of  Pickering's  Massachu- 
setts Reports,  in  the  case  of  the  Commonwealth 
vs.  Griffith,  Chief  Justice  Parker  of  that  State 
says,  speaking  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States: 

"That  instrument  was  a  compromise.  It  was  a  compact 
by  which  all  are  bound.  We  are  to  consider,  thcni,  what 
was  the  intention  of  the  Constitution.  Tlie  words  of  it 
were  u>ed  out  of  delicacy" — 

That  is,  "  persons  held  to  service" — 
"80  as  not  to  ofiend  some  in  the  Convention  who.sc  feel- 
ings were  abhorrent  to  slavery;  but  we  there  entered  into 
an  agreement  that  slaves  should  be  considered  as  property. 
Slavery  would  still  have  continued  if  no  Constitution  had 
been  made." — Pickering's  Reports,  vol.  2,  p.  19. 

I  will  now  read  two  or  three  passages  from  the 
syllabus  in  the  case  of  Prigg  vs.  Tlie  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania.  That  case  originated 
outof  the  recapture  of  n  slave  by  citizens  ofMary- 
land  from  Pcnii.sylvania.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
elaborately  argued  and  well-considei-ed  cases  in- 
volving these  questions  that  ever  came  befoivi  the 
Supreme  Court.     The  opinion  was  written  by 


Judge  Story,  whose  feelings  were  anti-slavery; 
and  no  man  whose  feelings  are  ami-slavery  can 
possibly  stand  perfectly  erect  and  impartial  upon 
a  question  involving  slavery.  Thatis  more  than 
can  be  expected  from  human  nature.  But,  sir, 
here  is  an  extract  from  that  opinion: 

"It  will  probably  be  found,  when  we  look  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  itself,  the 
objects  which  it  seeks  to  attain,  the  powers  which  it  con- 
fers, the  duties  which  it  enjoins,  and  the  rights  which  it 
secures,  as  well  as  to  the  known  historical  fact  that  many 
of  its  provisions  were  matters  of  compromise  of  opposing 
interests  and  opinions,  that  no  uniform  rule  of  interpreta- 
tion can  be  applied  which  may  not  allow,  even  if  it  does 
not  positively  tiemand,  many  modifications  in  its  actual 
application  to  particular  clauses." 

Again: 

"  The  clause  in  the  Constitution  of"  the  United  States 
relating  to  fugitives  from  labor  manifestly  contemplates  the 
existence  of  a  positive,  unqualified  right,  on  the  part  of  the 
owner  of  the  slave,  which  no  State  law  or  regulation  can 
in  any  way  qualify,  regulate,  control,  or  restrain.  Any  State 
law  or  regulation  which  interrupts,  limits,  delays,  or  post- 
pones the  rights  of  the  owner  to  the  immediate  command 
of  his  service  or  labor,  operates  pro  lanlo  a  discharge  of  the 
slave  therefrom.  The  question  can  never  be,  how  much 
he  is  discharged  from,  but  whellier  he  is  discharged  from 
any  by  the  natural  or  necessary  operation  of  the  State  laws 
or  State  regulations.  The  question  is  not  one  of  quantity 
or  degree,  but  of  withholding  or  controlling  the  incidents 
of  a  positive  right. 

"  The  owner  of  a  fugitive  slave  has  the  same  right  to  seize 
and  take  him  in  a  State  to  which  lie  has  escaped  or  fled, 
that  he  had  in  the  State  from  which  he  escaped  ;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  this  riglitto  seizure  or  recapture  is  univer- 
sally acknowledged  in  all  the  slaveholding  States.  The 
court  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  holding  that,  under 
and  in  virtue  of  the  Constitution,  the  owner  of  the  slave  is 
clothed  with  the  authority  in  every  State  of  the  Union  to 
seize  and  recapture  his  slave  wlierever  he  can  do  itwith- 
out  any  breach  of  the  peace,  or  illegal  violence.  In  this 
sense,  and  to  tliis  extent,  this  clause  in  the  Constitution  mSy 
properly  be  said  to  execute  itself,  and  to  require  no  aid  from 
legislation,  State  or  national." 

Again : 

"A  claim  to  a  fugitive  slave  is  a  controversy  in  a  case 
'arising  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,' un- 
der the  express  delegation  of  judicial  power  given  by  that 
instrument.  Congress,  tlien,  may  call  that  jiower  into  ac- 
tivity for  the  very  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  the  right ;  and 
if  so,  then  it  may  prescribe  the  mode  and  extent  to  which 
it  shall  be  applied,  and  how  and  under  what  circumstances 
the  proceedings  shall  afford  a  complete  protection  and 
guarantee  of  tlie  riglit."        ♦'-**** 

"  The  power  of  legislation  in  relation  to  fugitives  from 
labor,  is  exclusive  in  the  national  Legislature.  (Cited,  Stur- 
gis  vs.  Crowninshield,  4  Wheat.,  122,  193.) 

"The  right  to  seize  and  retake  fugitive  slaves,  and  the 
duty  to  deliver  them  up,  in  whatever  State  of  the  Union 
they  may  be  found,  is  under  the  Constitution  recognized 
as  an  absolute  positive  right  and  duty,  pervading  the  whole 
Union  with  an  equal  and  supreme  force,  uncontrolled  and 
uncontrollable  by  State  sovereignty  or  State  legislation. 

"The  right  and  duty  are  coextensive  and  uniform  in 
remedy  and  operation  throughout  the  whole  Union.  The 
owner  has  the  same  security  and  the  same  remedial  jus- 
tice and  the  same  exemption  from  State  regulations  and 
control,  through  however  many  States  he  may  pass  with 
the  fugitive  slave  in  his  possession  intraiisitu  to  liis  domi- 
cile." 

I  will  now  read  a  passage  from  the  syllabus  in 
the  Dred  Scott  case: 

"  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  recognizes  slaves 
as  property,  and  pledges  the  Federal  Government  to  pro- 
tect it.  And  Congress  cannot  exercise  any  more  authority 
over  property  of  that  description  than  it  may  constitution- 
ally exercise  over  property  of  any  other  kind. 

"The  plaintiff  himself  acquired  no  title  to  freedom  by 
being  taken  by  his  owner  to  Rock  Island,  in  Illinois,  anil 
brought  back  to  Missouri." 

In  that  case  the  negro  was  taken  from  Missouri 
to  Rock  Island,  in  Illinois,  and  from  Rock  Island 
liQ  was  taken  back  to  Missouri.  One  question 
was  whether  his  residence  in  Rock  Island,  a  part 
of  Illinois,  gave  him  a  right  to  his  freedom.  The 
court  expressly  decided  that  it  did  not: 

"This  court  has  heretofore  decided  that  the  status  or 
condition  of  a  person  of  African  descent  depended  on  the 
laws  of  the  Slate  in  which  lie  resided." 

At  the  time  he  is  asserting  a  right  to  freedom, 
of  course. 

"  Ft  has  been  settled  by  the  decisions  of  the  highest  court 
in  Mis^ouri  that,  by  the  laws  of  that  State,  a  slave  does  not 
become  entitled  to  his  freedom,  where  the  owner  takes  him 
to  reside  in  a  State  where  slavery  is  not  permitted  and 
aft(^rwards  brings  him  back  to  Missouri." 

I  will  now  read  from  a  few  decisions  of  .Tudge 
McLean  in  his  circuit  of  Indiana  and  Michigan. 

In  cRse  of  Miller  vs.  McGluarry,  5  McLean's 
Rep.,  4C9,  Judge  McLean  decides  that: 

"  Slavery  Is  a  municipal  regulation  ;  Is  local ;  and  can- 
not exist  without  the  authority  of  law.  But  it  need  not  be 
shown  that  it  l.s  created  by  express  enactment.  It  may 
arise  from  long  recognized  rights,  countenanced  by  no  le- 
gislative action.  African  slavery  is  thus  recognized  in  Ken- 
tucky; and  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
State.i,  whose  jurl'tiiction  is  coextensive  with  the  country. 


are  bound  to  take  judicial  notice  of  its  existence  in  those 
States  where  it  prevails." 

In  the  case  of  Jones  vs.  Vanzadt,2  McLean's 
Rep.,  602,  he  says: 

"  In  our  colonial  governments  and  under  the  Confedera- 
tion no  general  provision  existed  for  the  surrender  ofslaves. 
From  our  earliest  history  it  appears  that  slavery  existed  in 
all  the  colonies,  and  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  it 
was  tolerated  in  most  of  the  States." 

Property,  real  or  personal,  takes  its  designation 
and  character  from  the  laws  of  the  States.  It  was 
not  the  object  of  the  Federal  Government  to  reg- 
ulate property.  A  Federal  Government  was  or- 
ganized by  conferring  on  it  certain  delegated  pow- 
ers, and  by  imposing  certain  restrictions  upon  the 
States. 

In  the  case  of  Vaugn  vs.  Willianns,  3  McLean's 
Rep.,  582,  he  says: 

"In  this  argument  the  question  of  slavery  has  been  dis- 
cussed, and  the  impolicy  of  the  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion requiring  fugitives  from  labor  to  be  surrendered.  With 
this  subject  in  the  abstract  this  court  has  nothing  to  do.  It 
is  argued  that  slavery  had  its  origin  in  usurpation  and  in- 
justice, and  is  contimied  in  violation  of  the  natural  rights 
of  man,  as  declared  in  our  Declaration  of  Independence. 
But  these  are  topics  which  this  court  will  not  discuss.  We 
look  to  the  law,  and  only  to  the  law." 

The  idea  of  there  being  a  higher  law  which  in- 
terdicts slavery  against  the  positive  law,  either 
enacted  or  arising  from  usage,  is  absurd.  Would 
any  gijntleman  who  has  the  least  regard  for  his 
legal  charactermake  such  a  plea  in  a  case  involv- 
ing the  right  of  the  owner  to  his  slave.'  Why, 
he  would  be  laughed  out  of  court.  There  is  but 
one  law  of  property.  Natural  law  establishes  no 
property.  It  is  only  artificial  law  resulting  from 
positive  enactment  or  from  long  usage  that  es- 
tablishes property,  the  subjects  of  property,  and 
regulates  the  rights  of  property  in  the  owner. 

Sir,  if  you  were  to  come  to  natural  law  there 
are  but  two  natural  laws  that  even  abstractly 
can  be  construed  to  uphold  property.  The  first  is 
the  law  of  man's  wants,  either  real  or  artificial, 
true,  or  imaginary.  The  next  law  is  his  powec 
and  his  ability  to  appropriate  that  which  he  wants 
to  his  own  use.  There  are  no  other  natural  laws 
of  property  but  those  two.  It  was  the  object 
of  society  to  do  away  with  those  natural  laws. 
In  the  language  of  John  Gluincy  Adams  they  are 
swept  by  the  board.  They  do  not  exist  in  courts. 
They  are  not  allowed  to  live,  to  move,  to  have 
their  being  in  courts.  They  will  not  be  toler- 
ated as  defenses  or  as  giving  rights  to  the  claim 
of  property.  When  property  exists  in  a  state  of 
society  it  exists  not  by  natural  law,  but  by  positive 
artificial  law,  either  enacted  or  from  long  usage. 
^There  is  no  other  sanction;  there  is  no  other  title; 
there  is  no  other  claim  that  can  be  made  avail- 
able in  a  court  of  justice:  and  whenever  a  law  in 
either  form  guaranties  to  any  owner  or  claimant 
of  property  his  rights,  and  he  makes  good  (hat 
title  in  court,  you  may  claim  and  plead  all  the 
natural  and  moral  law,  all  the  abstract  and  ina- 
lienable rights  of  man,  all  the  notions  of  justice 
or  injustice  that  philanthropy  or  hypocrisy  may 
put  up,  but  they  avail  nothing.  Tjiese  higher 
laws  differ  according  to  education,  ib  the  moral 
structure  of  men,  according  to  the  school  of 
morals  in  which  they  are  taught.  But  here  are 
positive  laws  reading  explicitly  and  distinctly  for 
themselves,  that  every  man  mny  comprehend  and 
understand,  thateveryjudge  may  enforce.  When 
you  resort  to  natural  law,  to  the  laws  of  abstract 
reason  and  justice,  you  are  venturiilg  into  an  un- 
known and  dark  sea  without  chart  or  compass. 
It  is  absurd  to  say  that  property  is  to  receive  its 
overthrow  from  any  such  source. 

This  learned  judge,  who  was  also  strongly  anti- 
slavery,  continues  in  this  case  of  Vaugn  t>s.  Wil- 
liams: 

"  Whatever  opinions  may  now  be  entertained  as  to  tho 
policy  of  introducing  the  above  provision  into  the  Consti- 
tution, at  the  lime  of  its  introduction  it  was  deemed  a  mat- 
ter of  the  highest  import.  The  fruits  of  the  Revolution 
trembled  in  the  balance  while  this  and  kindred  subjects 
were  discussed  in  the  Convention  ;  and  they  were  settled 
only  by  a  settlement  of  compromise  and  mutual  conces- 
sion. But  if  in  this  and  other  rei^pects  it  Is  less  perfect 
than  the  parties  on  eithcr'side  would  have  it,  we  are  not 
the  less  bound  by  its  provisions.  If  an  alteration  In  the 
Instrument  be  desirable,  let  it  be  made,  or  attempted  to  be 
made,  in  the  mode  provided." 

1  submit  that  lesson  to  tlie  constitutional  tinkers 
in  this  and  the  other  Hall  of  Congress  who  are 
endeavoring  to  mar  the  harinony  and  the  moral 
power  of  that  instrument. 

"  But  while  it  remains  the  fundamental  law  of  the  Union, 
no  citizen  will  disregard  Its  provlslono." 
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The  judge  was  mistaken  in  that. 

"It  was  not  deemed  a  perfect  iiistriinient,  perhaps,  in 
every  respect  l)yaconsidcral)ie  portion  of  tliosewlio  formed 
it;  but  it  was  all  tliat  could  be  adopted  under  the  circuui- 
Biaiices.  It  has  saved  us  fro] II  anarchy  and  ruin.  It  has 
given  us  a  uatienal  character  and  a  proud  standing  among 
the  great  nations  of  the  earlh.  Under  its  protection  our 
commerce  has  flourished  among  the  several  Stat<!s  and  been 
extended  to  every  .«ea.  It  laid  the  foundation  of  the  pros- 
perity and  glory  of  our  country.  Wliatever  defects  tliere 
may  be  in  the  instrument,  no  one  can  fail  to  see  that  its 
beneficial  results  exceed  tlie  power  of  human  computa- 
tion." 

In  the  case  of  Giltnor  vs.  Gorham,  &c.,  4  Mc- 
Lean, 402,  the  same  learned  judge  says: 
,    "  The  counsel  of  defendants,  to  some  extent,  have  dis- 
cussed the  abstract  prhiciple  of  slavery." 

That  is  a  question  always  abstract  in  a  court  of 
justice. 

"It  is  not  the  province  of  this  court  or  of  this  jury  to  deal 
with  abstractions  of  any  kind.  With  the  policy  of  the  local 
laws  of  the  States  we  have  nothing  to  do.  However  un- 
just and  impolitic  slavery  may  be,  yet  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  their  sovereign  capacity,  have  adopted  it.  And 
you  are  sworn  to  decide  this  case  according  to  law" — 

Oh,  what  cobwebs  are  oaths  and  law  to  men 
who  are  predetermined  to  violate  them  ! — 
"tlie  laws  of  Kentucky  a.s  to  slavery,  and  the  provisions 
of  tlie  Constitution,  and  the  act  of  Congress  in  regard  to 
the  reclamation  of  fugitives  from  labor." 

"This  provision  of  the  Constitution  is  a  guarantee  to  the 
slave  States  that  no  act  should  be  done  by  the  free  States 
to  discharge  from  service  in  another  State  any  one  who 
might  escape  therefrom,  b>it  that  such  fugitive  should  be 
delivered  up  on  claim  being  made.  This  clause  was  deemed 
so  important  that,  as  a  matter  of  history,  we  know  the  Con- 
stitution could  not  have  been  adopted  without  it.  As  a  part 
of  that  instrument,  it  is  binding  upon  courts  and  juries  as 
any  otlier  part  of  it." 

Yes,  sir,  and  upon  Presidents  and  legislators 
too;  upon  every  man  who  regards  fhesanctity  of 
an  oath  and  the  highest  duty  that  he  can  render 
to  his  country  and  to  mankind. 

"  The  chief  excellence  of  our  constitution  consists,  not  so 
much  in  our  written  Constitution  and  laws,  as  in  the  moral 
power  which  they  embody." 

Yesterday  the  moral  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment"  might  have  stood  against  the  world.  Now 
it  is  so  poor  that  none  will  even  do  it  reverence." 
It  is  being  struck  down  by  rebels  in  the  South  and 
by  usurpers  in  our  own  Government.  It  is  fall- 
ing into  contempt.  It  is  now  in  ruins.  I t^s  be- 
coming the  i-eproach  of  the  land.  It  is  but  the 
cover  of  usurped  power  and  of  tyrannical  oppres- 
sion. It  is  made  a  shield  and  a  masked  battery 
from  which  assaults  are  made  upon  all  the  rights 
of  the  States  and  all  the  liberties  of  the  citizen. 

"  Intelligent  foreigners  are  more  forcibly  struck  with  this 
great  fact  than  with  any  other.  They  see  no  military  array, 
no  display  of  martial  music,  or  men-at-arms  to  attract  or 
Intimidate,  and  they  inquire,  where  is  the  Government? 
It  is  neither  to  be  seen  nor  felt,  and  yet  the  people  are  quiet 
andorderly.  Foreigners  seem  to  have  no  adequate  con- 
ception of  that  moralpowerwhieh, unseen, pervades  every 
part  of  our  country.  Under  its  aegis  our  citizens  repose  in 
confidence  as  to  the  safety  of  their  persons  and  property. 
If  injured  in  either  they  look  for  redress  to  an  energetic  and 
enlightened  execution  of  the  laws." 


Of  course  tlirough  the  courts;  but  what  a  broken 
reed  would  they  now  lean  upon  if'they  looked  to 
that  resource  and  to  that  defense. 

"And  from  this  does  moral  power  emanate.  Laws  the 
most  wise  and  wholesome,  if  not  carried  into  effect,  can  be 
productive  of  no  good.  They  will  remain  on  our  statute- 
books  as  monuments  of  reproach."— 426. 

Sir,  if  he  had  been  writing  a  philippic  and  a 
condemnation  of  the  present  order  of  things,  both 
*  the  Soutli  and  in  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, his  language  could  scarcely  have  been  more 
apposite.  It  is  this  failure  to  execute  the  laws 
which  has  weakened  and  almost  brought  our  Gov- 
ernment to  an  end.  It  is  the  perversion  and  abuse 
of  their  Administration  that  have  brought  it  to  the 
very  verge  of  dissolution,  and  that  are  now  en- 
couraging and  widening  and  deepening  dissatis- 
faction with  -I  among  the  loyal  States,  the  mis- 
chievous effects  of  which  cannot  be  calculated. 

"  If  wo  wish  to  give  permanency  to  our  Government  and 

z^r^i^zj::^''''  -''  -"-  -""^  'y  ^'-  <-'--'- 

Sir,  a  greater  truth  was  never  uttered— 

uultm  "'f„'i'''"V"^":n"''n  of  justice  we  must  give  eflect 
to  them.     In  the  law  is  found  the  only  safe  rule  by  which 
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controversies  between  man  and  man  can  be  decided.  In 
no  supposahle  case  has  a  juror  a  right  to  substitute  his  own 
views  and  disregard  established  principles  of  law.  A  well- 
instructed  conscience  is  a  proper  guide  for  individual  ac- 
tion; but  when  we  are  called  upon  to  act  upon  the  interests 
of  others  we  violate  our  oaths,  and  show  ourselves  un- 
worthy of  so  important  a  trust,  when  we  adopt  as  a  rule  of 
action  our  own  views  of  what  the  law  should  be  rather 
than  what  it  is."— Di«o,  426. 

In  this  case  the  court  instructed  the  jury  that 
the  value  of  the  services  of  the  slaves  at  the  place 
from  whence  they  eloped,  was  the  criterion  of  the 
damages  which  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  re- 
cover. On  the  first  trial  the  jury  hung,  but  at  the 
next  term  they  found  a  verdict  for  the  plain  tiff  for 
the  value  of  the  slaves  as  proved  by  the  plaintiff's 
witnesses. 

Now,  sir,  here  is  this  question  of  damages  de- 
cided by  aRepublican  judge,  irreconcilably  anti- 
slavery  in  his  sentiments — Judge  McLean.  He 
instructed  the  jury  that  as  men  interfered  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  (which  had  passed  a  personal  liberty 
bill)  and  gave  aid  in  the  escape  ofa  slave,  the  plaint- 
iff was  entitled  to  recover  against  them,  and  to 
recover  the  value  of  the  property  in  the  country 
from  whence  it  escaped,  according  to  the  evi'dence 
of  the  witnesses  of  the  plaintiff. 

I  have  other  extracts  from  the  opinions  of 
able  courts  and  judges  to  the  same  effect  which 
I  will  not  read.  I  desired  to  settle  this  question 
of  property  in  African  slaves.  If  the  cumulative 
authority  of  courts  and  of  nations,  of  centuries 
and  of  ages,  of  republics  and  of  monarchies — if 
authorities  piled,  "like  Pelion  upon  Ossa,"  sky 
high,  can  settle  and  forever  put  to  rest  any  legal 
question,  this  question  of  slavery,  existing  by  the 
law  of  the  civilized  world  at  one  time  and  by  the 
laws  of  all  localities  and  countries  and  places  that 
now  recognize  it,  must  be  regarded  as  settled.  It 
was  for  the  purpose  of  arraying  this  weight  and 
volume  of  authority  that  I  was  induced  to  make 
this  speech  to-day.  If  I  chose  to  multiply  it  I 
could  run  it  into  volumes.  I  could  show  ho v/ all 
the  State  courts  before  whom  these  questions  have 
come  have  sustained  tlie  principle  that  African 
slavery  exists  by  local  law.  As  I  said  the  other 
day,  there  was  but  one  solitary  dissenting  judg- 
ment, and  that  was  rendered  in  the  case  of  Booth 
in  Wisconsin.  The  judgment  of  the  State  court  in 
that  case,  somewhat  in  conflict  with  the  principle 
of  property  in  African  slaves,  was  brought  up  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
versed by  its  unanimous  judgment. 

But,  sir, .in  conclusion,  I  aver  that  property  in 
African  slaves  exists;  that  it  exists  in  the  State 
of  Kentucky;  and  that  we  have  the  same  right  to 
that  property  and  to  the  same  measure  of  com- 
pensation for  it,  when  taken  for  public  use,  that 
the  owners  of  any  other  property  have,  the  fair 
and  reasonable  value.  We  have  a  right  to  that 
constitutional  and  just  compensation.  The  meas- 
ure of  thatcompensation  has  already  been  decided 
by  the  courts,  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Court  of 
Claims,  in  this  District,  and  the  district  court  of 
Michigan,  and  all  the  State  courts,  and  it  is  de- 
clared by  all  to  be  the  value  of  the  property,  and 
that  value  is  to  be  ascertained  judicially.  I  claim 
that  this  amendment  which  I  have  offered  ought 
to  pass.  It  is  necessary  to  do  us  justice.  It  will 
be  a  flagrant  violation  of  our  constitutional  rights 
upon  tiie  part  of  our  own  Government  to  loyal  men 
not  to  give  us  this  measure  of  compensation. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  desire  to  inquire  what  is 
the  question  before  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question-is 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  should  be  glad  to  address 
the  Senate  on  tliat  question. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  As  the  Senator  does  not 
wish  to  proceed  this  evening  I  should  like  to  have 
a  short  executive  session. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  some  time 
spent  in  the  consideration  of  executive  business, 
the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  JHa?-c/i  9,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Cutler,  of  New  York. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 
Mr.  ALLISON,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted a  joint  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Iowa,  requesting  a  change  in  the 
route  of  the  Sioux  City  branch  of  the  Pacific 
railroad,  and  that  an  independent  company  may 
be  authorized  to  build  the  same;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  select  committee  on  the  subject,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PARKERSBURG  A  PORT  OP  DELIVERY. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  West  Virginia.  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  this  House  to  take  from 
the  Speaker's  table  Senate  bill  No.  69,  to  estab- 
lish Parkersburg  as  a  port  of  delivery. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  bill  was  taken 
up  and  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  thatParkers- 
burg,  in  West  Virginia,  shall  be  constituted  a 
port  of  delivery,  within  the  collection  district  of 
New  Orleans;  and  there  shall  be  appointed  a  sur- 
veyor of  customs  to  reside  at  that  port,  who  shall, 
in  addition  to  his  own  duties,  perform  the  duties 
and  receive  the  salary  and  emoluments  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  2, 1831, 
for  importing  merchandise  into  Pittsburg,  Wheel- 
ing, and  other  places. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  West  Virginia.  I  will  only 
say  a  word  on  the  bill.  No  appropriation  is 
asked  for  public  buildings;  Parkersburg  is  asked 
to  be  made  a  port  of  delivery,  and  not  a  port  of 
entry.  All  the  office  created  is  that  of  a  surveyor 
of  customs,  at  a  salary  of  ^350  per  annum, 
whenever  goods  from  foreign  countries  come  into 
that  port.  It  is  the  second  city  in  the  State  of 
West  Virginia,  and  one  of  the  most  flourishing 
places  in  that  vigorous  and  prosperous  new  State. 
1  ask  that  the  bill  be  put  on  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and  it 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  West  Virginia,  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

IOWA  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
•  Mr. PRICE,  byunanimousconsent,  introduced 
a  bill  for  an  act  changing  the  ;"(ace  of  holding  the 
United  States  circuit  court  from  Des  Moines  to 
Davenport,  in  the  State  of  Iowa;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

TAXATION  OF  UNITED  STATES  BONDS. 

Mr.  KERNAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Whereas  the  law  exempting  United  States  bonds  from 
taxation  enables  corporations  and  individuals  to  withdraw 
large  amounts  of  their  personal  estate  from  all  State,  coun- 
ty, town,  and  municipal  taxation,  and  thus  they  escape 
their  just  share  of  the  burdens  whicli  are  thrown  chiefly 
upon  real  estate:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  so  changing  the  law  as  not  to  exempt  the  holders 
(if  United  States  bonds  or  stocks  from  State, county, town, 
and  municipal  taxation  on  account  thereof ;  and  that  the 
committee  is  authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  LOAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  consid- 
ered, and  agreed  to: 

ResoU-etl,  'i'hat  the  Secretary  of  War  be, and  he  is  hcre- 
l)y,  directed  to  furnish  (o  tliis  House  copies  of  all  reports 
and  otlierothcial  conuminicntions  made  by  the  commander 
of  the  department  of  the  Missouri  and  all  other  Federal 
niililary  otiicers  in  the  State  of  Missouri  now  on  file  in  his 
oflice,  and  which  relate  to  military  services  rendered  by  the 
Missouri  militia. 

ENROLLMENT  BOARDS. 

Mr.  DRIGGS,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
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State  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  an  amendment  to 
the  enrollment  act  so  as  to  have  the  examining 
boards  meet  at  the  county  seats;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  iVIilitary  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

SUIP  CANAL. 

Mr.  DRIGGS,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted joint  resolutions  of  the  Detroit  Board  of 
Trade  in  favor  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Niagara 
falls;  whicli  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  WILSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  restrict  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Claims  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
certain  demands  for  quartermaster's  stores  and 
subsistence  supplies  furnished  to  the  Army  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

CREWS  OF  AMERICAN  VESSELS. 

Mr.  ELIOT,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Comirierce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  Into  llie  expediency  of  amending  the 
tew  requiring  tliat  a  certain  proportion  of  the  crews  of 
American  vessels  shall  be  American  citizens;  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

pptnam's  eyelet  hook. 

Mr.  PRUYN,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
adopting  the  Putnam  eyelet  hook  as  a  lastening  for  rubber 
blankets  and  shelter  tents,  and  of  furnishing  them  to  the 
troops  already  in  the  service. 

PRINTING  OF  A  PAPER. 

Mr.  DONNELLY,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  the  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  sigreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  usual  number  of  copies  of  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  in  refer- 
ence to  agrantof  land  to  tlie  Mississippi  and  Lake  Superior 
Railroad  Company  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

TIME  OF  HOLDING  CERTAIN  COURTS. 

Mr.  WILDER,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  pre- 
scribing the  times  and  places  of  holding  terms  of 
the  circuit  court  in  the  districts  of  Iowa,  Minne- 
sota, and  Kansas,"  approved  January  13,  1863; 
which  was  rend  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney,  its 
Secretary,  announced  to  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  agreed  to  the  amendments  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate  (No. 
30)  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  ambulances 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  insist  upon  its  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  156)  to  supply  de- 
ficiencies in  the  approjiriations  for  the  service  of 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1864,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Representatives;  disagree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House  to  other  amendments  of 
the  Ser)ate  to  the  said  bill;  and  agree  to  the  com- 
mittee of  conference  asked  for  by  the  House  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon, 
and  had  appointed  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr.  Foot, 
and  Mr.  Caulile,  as  such  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

KANSAS  AND  CALIFORNIA  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  WILDER,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
Benled  concurrent  resolution  of  the  Kansas  Legis- 
lature, asking  for  mnil  service  between  Kansas 
and  California;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

MILITARY  BRIDGE  IN  KANSAS. 
Mr.  WILDER,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented concurrent  resolution  of  the  Kansas  Legis- 
lature, petitioning  for  the  construction  of  a  military 
bridge  across  the  Republican  river,  near  Fort 
Riley,  in  the  State  of  Kansas;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

MILITARY   ROAD  IN   KANSAS. 

Mr.  WILDER,  by  unanitnous  con.sent,  prc- 
Bcntcd  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  Kansas  Le- 


gislature petitioning  Congress  to  establish  a  mil- 
itary road  from  Fort  Leavenworth  via  FortRiley 
to  FortLarned;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

MILITARY  AND  POST  ROADS. 

Mr.  DEMING,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Military  Afj'airs 
an  act  to  declare  certain  roads  military  roads  and 
post  roads,  and  to  regulate  commerce;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

NAVY-YARD  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 

Mr.  LAW,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  Evans- 
ville,  on  the  Ohio  river,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  a  point  for 
the  location  of  a  navy-yard  on  the  western  waters. 

Mr.  FARNS WORTH.  I  call  for  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  call  of  committees  for 
reports  is  the  business  in  order;  and  under  it  the 
House  resumes  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  115)  granting  lands  to  the  Territory  of 
Washington  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  mili- 
tary road  from  Fort  Walla-Walla  to  Puget  Sound. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
uponjthe  bill  before  the  House.  If  the  bill  were 
a  carefully  drawn  bill  1  should  be  opposed  to  it. 
I  regard  it  as  a  loosely  drawn  bill.  But  now  when 
gold  has  risen  since  yesterday,  as  I  understand, 
from  sixty-four  to  sixty-nine  per  cent,  premium, 
I  consider  it  as  a  inost  inopportune  time  for  us  to 
be  parting  with  any  of  our  solid  securities.  The 
bill  before  us  is  mei-ely  for  the  construction  of  a 
wagon  road — not  a  railroad — and  yet  it  proposes 
to  surrender  all  the  public  lands  of  any  value  upon 
either  side  of  the  road  to  the  extent  of  fifteen 
miles,  and  there  is  no  security  whatever  for  the 
building  orconatruction  of  that  road.  It  is  inerely 
upon  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Washington  that  these  lands  are  to  be 
made  over.  Then  if  there  should  be  only  a  spot- 
ting of  trees,  or  sticking  of  stakes  for  the  line  of 
the  road,  and  the  Governor  should  regard  that 
sufficient,  the  lands  would  be  demanded  and  sur- 
rendered. 

I  trust  we  shall  have  no  such  bill  passed  at  this 
session.  There  is  no  limitation  as  to  the  mini- 
mum price  at  wliich  those  lands  shall  be  disposed 
of,  and  they  may  be  sold  for  one  cent  or  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  an  acre.  I  Jiope  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  will  make  a  mo- 
tion to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table  and  kill  it  at  once. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  any 
time  about  this  matter;  but  as  far  as  my  experi- 
ence has  gone,  when  this  Government  has  made 
grants  of  land  for  public  improvements,  it  has  ac- 
tually made  money  out  of  them,  because  it  has 
sold  the  remaining  lands  in  the  vicinity  for  more 
than  it  could  have  disposed  of  the  whole  with- 
out the  improvements;  and  they  have  sold  the  re- 
maining alternate  sections  in  much  less  tiine  than 
it  would  have  taken  to  dispose  of  the  whole,  if  they 
had  retained  the  whole  in  their  hands. 

There  seems,  however,  to  be  some  misunder- 
standing in  regard  to  this  bill.  It  is  said  that  it  is 
very  loosely  drawn;  that  the  interest  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  not  properly  represented  or  cared  for. 
I  do  not  know  how  1  may  vote  upon  the  bill.  As 
at  present  advised  I  shall  be  in  favor  of  a  bill 
properly  drawn  and  guarded  to  secure  the  objects 
of  this  bill.  But  1  will  suggest  to  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Farnsworth]  whether  it  will  not  be  better 
to  postpone  action  upon  this  bill  for  the  present, 
and  nilow  it  to  go  over  until  some  future  day, 
making  it  a  special  order,  and  in  the  mean  time 
having  the  bill  printed,  so  that  there  can  be  an  op- 
portunity to  examine  it  and  give  it  that  careful 
consideration  which  is  due  to  a  measure  disposing 
of  so  large  a  quantity  of  the  public  lands.  1  do 
not  know  that  I  object  to  the  bill  as  it  is  drawn.  I 
am  certainly  in  favor  of  the  |n-inciple  of  the  bill. 
It  is  perfectly  apparent  that  those  great  public  im- 
provements cannot  be  made  in  the  new  Territories 
svithoutiiie  assistance  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  have  no  particular 
desir<!  to  press  the  consideration  of  this  bill  upon 
the  House  at  the  present  titne. 

The  gentleman  from  Verinont  says  this  is  a 
very  loosely  drawn  bill.     Sir,  it  in  drawn   pre- 


cisely as  the  acts  have  been  drawn  which  have 
heretofore  passed  Congress  granting  lands  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  military  and  wagon  roads. 

This  bill  was  drawn,  as  I  understand f  by  the 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Washington,  and 
regularly  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.  I  compared  the  bill  with  others  which 
have  passed  Congress,  and  particularly  one  which 
passed  the  last  session  of  Congress,  giving  a  large 
grant  of  land  to  the  States  of  Michigan  and  Wis- 
consin to  aid  in  the  construction  of  roads  like  this. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  whether  he  found  any  act  of  Con- 
gress granting  lands  to  any  Territory  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  in  public  improvements? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  think  the  statutes 
are  full  of  such  acts. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  if  this  bill  should  be 
passed  it  would  be  the  first  act  ever  passed  grast- 
ing  public  lands  to  the  Territories  to  aid  in  public 
improvements. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Congress  has  been  in 
the  habit  of  appropriating  money  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  roads.  If  the  House  thinks  it  is 
better  to  appropriate  money  out  of  the  Treasury 
for  this  road  than  to  appropriate  the  unoccupied 
public  lands,  and  which  can  never  be  occupied 
until  these publicimprovementsare  made,  for  that 
purpose,  they  can  so  amend  the  bill. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill  provides  that  these 
lands  shall  only  be  sold  in  parcels  from  time  to 
time,  as  ten  consecutive  miles  of  the  road  are  con- 
structed. It  also  provides  that  urfless  the  road  is 
constructed,  unless  it  is  completed  within  five 
years,  the  grant  shall  be  forfeited.  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, as  the  gentleinan  will  see,  an  absolute  grant, 
but  only  a  conditional  and  restricted  grant  to 
Washington  Territory. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  a  question.  1  desire  to  know 
whether  the  location  of  this  road  is  fixed  except 
at  the  termini,  and  one  other  point,  whether  the 
number  of  miles  is  known,  or  the  number  of  acres 
which  will  be  required  to  fulfill  this  grant. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Yes,  sir;  the  bill  pro- 
vides for  the  construction  ofa  road  from  theWalla- 
Walla  to  Puget  Sound,  through  the  Cascade 
mountains  by  way  of  the  Yakama  valley.  That 
is  all  that  can  be  said,  unless  an  appropriation  is 
made  to  send  out  an  engineer  and  a  corps  of  as- 
sistants to  make  a  survey  of  the  road.  It  is  over 
a  country  through  which  men  cannot  go,  and  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  develop  the  resources 
of  this  country  to  enable  emigrants  to  reach  the 
east^n  slope  of  the  Cascade  mountains. 

Gentlemen  talk  about  these  lands  being  made 
the  homes  of  actual  settlers  under  the  homestead 
law.  Why,  sir,  no  man  is  going  there  to  settle 
on  these  lands  unless  the  Territory  is  developed 
by  roads. 

The  people  of  the  Territory  of  Washington  de- 
sire to  see  their  Territory  settled,  and  that  is  what 
they  want  this  road  for.  There  is  no  chance  for 
speculation  that  I  can  see,  in  this  bill,  and  I  am 
myself,  as  was  the  Committee  on  MilitaryAffairs, 
in  favor  of  granting  to  the  people  of  this  far-off 
Territory,  when  they  are  willing  to  take  lands  in- 
stead of  money,  a  liberal  grant  of  the  pul^lic  do- 
main which  is  not  occupied  now  and  will  not  sell 
to  settlers,  to  aid  them  m  the  development  of  tho 
resources  of  their  Territory  and  inducing  emi- 
grants to  settle  there. 

I  believe  the  gentleman  from  Washington  Ter- 
ritory desires  to  be  heard  upon  this  question,  and 
1  will  yield  to  him. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  Washington.  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  Territorial  Legislature  of  Washington  has 
memorialized  Congress,  in  a  inemorial  which  has 
been  rcfcn-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Military  iW- 
fnirs,  for  an  appropriation  of  #50,000,  or  lands  in 
lieu  of  such  appropriation  of  n)oney,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  re|iairing  the  road  over  a  portion  of  this 
route  where  a  military  road  has  been  recently 
built  by  way  of  the  Natchesa  pas.*!.  Recently  I 
have  receiv(  (1  a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  Washington  Territory,  which  I  have 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  present  to  the 
House,  asking  an  appropriation  of  two  town- 
ships of  land  additional  to  construct  a  military 
road  by  the  way  of  Snoqualmie  pass. 

Now,  all  of  us  who  have  lived  in  the  West 
know  what  kind  of  military  roads  are  usually 
constructed.  The  road  which  was  constructed 
tln-Qugh  the  Natchess  pass,  although  quite  a  large 
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appropriation  was  made  for  it  by  the  Government, 
■was  a  road  that  did  not  last  two  years,  and  has 
never  been  such  a  road  as  could  be  called  a  wag- 
on road.  The  road  built  from  Fort  Benton  to 
Walla-Walla,  which  cost  $100,000,  is  not  a  road 
whicli  can  he  used  as  a  wagon  road. 

Now,  this  bill  proposes  to  grant  four  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  acres  of  the  public  domain 
to  the  Territory  of  Washington  for  the  construc- 
tion of  this  road,  and  the  distance  from  Walla- 
Walla  to  Seattle  or  Steiiacoom,  the  two  proposed 
termini  of  the  road  on  Puget  Sound,  is,  in  round 
numbers,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 
This  bill  grants  every  alternate  section  for 
three  miles  on  each  side  of  the  proposed  road, 
and  not  fifteen  miles,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill;]  but  in  the  event 
that  tliese  lands  are  occupied  by  settlers,  the 
bill  permits  the  Territory  to  go  a  distance  be- 
yond that,  not  to  exceed  fifteen  miles,  to  select 
its  lands  from  the  alternate  sections  designated  by 
even  numbers  in  lieu  thereof. 

Now,  sir,  as  is  well  known  to  every  one  who 
is  acquainted  with  the  geography  of  that  Terri- 
tory, it  is  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in 
length,  extending  from  east  to  west,  and  about 
two  hundred  miles  in  width,  and  that  the  Cascade 
mountains,  the  highest  and  the  most  formidable 
mountains  upon  this  continent,  extend  directly 
through  the  Territory  of  Washington  from  north 
to  south,  dividing  it  into  two  unequal  sections. 

Now,  the  settled  portions  of  the  Territory  are 
on  Puget  Sound,  along  the  Columbia  river,  and 
in  the  extreme  eastern  portion  of  the  Territory. 
The  central  portion  of  the  Territory,  occupied  by 
these  mountains  and  the  great  sandy  plain  to  the 
eastof  them,  is  entirely  unsettled.  Although  the 
bill  proposes  to  grant  more  than  four  hundred 
thousand  acres  in  round  numbers,  yet  really  the 
amount  of  the  donation  will  not  be  more  than  a 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  lar)ds  that  can  be  sold 
at  the  minimum  price  of  ^1  25  per  acre.  On  the 
first  twenty  miles  of  the  road  to  be  constructed, 
starting  from  Walla- Walla,  all  the  good  lands 
there  have  been  settled  for  years,  and  there  are 
no  other  lands  there  that  will  sell  for  twenty-five 
cents  an  acre.  From  Wallula,  where  the  road 
crosses  the  Columbia  river,  to  the  Yakama  river 
the  country  is  very  barren  and  sandy,  and  the 
lands  are  worth  nothing.  We  pass  then  up  the 
Yakama  valley,  and  the  best  lands  in  that  valley 
upon  one  side  are  included  in  the  Yakama  Indian 
reservation,  and  we  must  pass  to  the  barren  plain 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  to  get  the  balance 
of  the  land.  And  when  we  get  to  the  mountains, 
for  a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  the  lands  would  be 
good  for  nothing  for  the  purposes  of  constructing 
this  road  unless  they  be  mineral  lands,  and  if 
mineral  lands  the  United  States  should  not  part 
with  them 

I  will  now  give  way  to  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois to  make  a  motion  to  recommit  and  print  the 
bill,  so  that  all  members  can  have  an  opportunity 
to  examine  its  provisions. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Washington  that  there  seems  to  be 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  this  bill.  I  will,  therefore,  move 
that  the  bill  be  postponed  and  printed. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  I  think  that  this  bill  should  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  trouble  is  that 
that  committee  may  never  have  a  chance  to  report 
it  back. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  We  shall  have  an  opportunity 
to  report  very  shortly. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move,  then,  that  the 
bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

soldiers'  clothing  lost. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  back  a  bill  to  reim- 
burse the  officers  and  men  of  the  twentieth  regi- 
ment Indiana  volunteers  for  loss  of  baggage  and 
other  property  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  several  other 
petitions  on  the  like  subject;  and  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  tliat  the  report  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  was  read. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  1  desire  to  inquire  of  thegen- 
tleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Farnsworth]  whether 
any  information  was  laid  before  the  Commillee 


on  Military  Affairs  as  to  whether  that  Indiana  re- 
giment was  supplied  with  clothing  in  the  place  of 
that  lost  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTIi.  Not  that  I  am  aware 
of.  The  law,  as  it  is  now,  provides  for  the  relief 
of  soldiers  who  shall  have  lost  clothing  or  bag- 
gage by  the  casualties  of  war.  By  a  regulation 
of  the  War  Department,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
circular  of  the  (Quartermaster  General,  recited  in 
the  report,  provision  is  made  for  the  reissue  of 
clothing  under  certain  restrictions,  but  it  must  be 
done  on  the  requisition  of  the  commanding  oflicer, 
stating  the  facts  and  circumstances  under  which 
the  loss  occurred.  The  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  simply  reports  that  the  law,  as  it  now  is, 
is  sufficiently  broad  to  cover  the  whole  case.  We 
were  only  asked  to  provide  for  the  reimburse- 
ment to  soldiers  of  clothing  lost,  and  the  law  al- 
ready provides  that  very  thing.  We  have  there- 
fore incorporated  in  the  report  the  general  order 
of  the  War  Department  and  the  circular  of  the 
duartermaster  General,  issued  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  providing  for  the  manner  in 
which  reissues  shall  be  made. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  notice  from  the  reading  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  that  general  princi- 
ples are  laid  down  which  are  supposed  to  cover 
all  cases.  But  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  this 
Indiana  regiment  sustained  very  serious  loss  at 
Hatteras  Inlet,  that  of  their  entire  baggage,  by 
the  casualties  that  occurred  there.  For  some  rea- 
son or  other,  no  reimbursement  has  been  made. 
I  apprehend  that  there  must  be  some  defect  in  the 
law,  and  that  its  provisions  do  not  reach  this  par- 
ticular case.  No  case  has  occurred  during  the 
war  where  the  loss  has  been  so  complete  and  so 
entirely  beyond  the  control  of  the  soldiers  them- 
selves as  that  at  Hatteras  Inlet.  1  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  will 
consent  to  have  the  subject  referred  back  to  it 
again,  with  instructions  to  make  inquiry  spe- 
cially in  regard  to  this  Indiana  regiment.  I  trust 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  will  not  object  to  that 
course 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am 
well  acquainted  with  the  subject  of  the  loss  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman] 
alludes — that  of  the  twentieth  Indiana  regiment. 
I  have  conversed  with  the  officers  of  that  regiment 
in  relation  to  it,  and  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
that  the  matter  be  re-referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  for  the  purpose  of  examining  that 
case. 

It  is  true  that  there  are  cases  of  individual  hard- 
ship on  the  part  of  officers  and  men.  Still  it  is 
not  deemed  necessary  that  we  should  legislate  any 
further  in  regard  to  the  subject-matter  about 
which  complaint  is  made.  There  are  many  cases 
— and  perhaps  this  case  of  the  twentieth  Indiana 
is  one — where  officers  and  men  load  themselves 
down  with  too  much  baggage.  The  policy  of  the 
Army  is,  and  should  be,  to  take  as  little  baggage 
as  possible.  Officers  and  men  should  not  go  into 
the  field  loaded  with  baggage.  It  impedes  tlie 
march;  it  interferes  with  the  mobility  of  troops. 
Any  legislation  for  the  reissue  of  clothing  further 
than  the  present  legislation  provides  for  it,  would 
encourage  that  very  evil  of  carrying  too  much 
baggage,  because  then  baggage  that  is  lost  would 
be  paid  for. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  value  of  prop- 
erty thus  lost  by  officers  and  soldiers.  A  soldier 
seldom  loses  a  garment  that  is  not  partly  worn. 
How  shall  its  value  be  fixed.'  How  much  is  the 
Government  to  pay  for  it?  These  questions  all 
presentthemselves;  and  itis  very  difficultto  shape 
legislation  to  meet  each  individual  case  of  loss  or 
hardship  that  may  occur. 

Therefore,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  after  consulting  with  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  getting  from  him  and  from  the  duar- 
termaster General  a  copy  of  the  regulations  al- 
ready made  in  regard  to  the  reissue  of  clothing, 
and  from  an  examination  of  the  joint  resolution, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  no  further  legislation 
was  necessary. 

In  a  great  many  instances  clothing  is  not  re- 
issued to  the  troops  simply  because  the  officers 
do  notattend  to  theii'duty,and  do  not  make  proper 
reports  to  their  commanding  officers.  They  are 
careless  about  it. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  report  back  these  memorials  and 
resolutions,  with  the  recommendation  that  they 


be  laid  on  the  table  and  the  report  be  ordered  to 
be  printed ,  considering  the  existing  legislation  on 
the  subject  to  be  sufficient. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  officers  of  the  Army  will 
take  pains  to  inform  themselves  of  the  regulations 
of  the  War  Department  upon  this  subject,  and  will 
do  their  duty  to  their  men  in  making  the  proper 
reports  to  the  Department,  so  that  there  can  be  a 
redistribution  of  clothing,  they  will  avoid  many 
cases  of  hardship  such  as  have  occurred. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  remark  that 
as  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs is  to  lie  on  the  table,  this  debate  can  be  in- 
dulged in  only  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  consent  to  say  that  I 
hope  the  whole  subject  will  not  be  laid  on  the  table. 
If  officers  have  been  derelict  in  their  duty,  is  that 
any  reason  why  these  men  should  suffer.'  These 
occurrences,  certainly  in  the  case  of  the  Indiana 
regiment  to  which  I  have  referred,  took  place  so 
far  remote  from  this  Capitol  as  to  render  it  al- 
mostimpossible  to  avail  themselves  of  the  inform- 
ation which  the  gentleman  has  now  given  us. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  this  matter  will  not  be 
laid  on  the  table,  but  that  it  will  be  postponed 
until  some  day  that  will  give  us' an  opportunity 
to  ascertain  the  facts  on  which  this  bill  rests. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  have  reported  no  bill.  They 
have  merely  reported  back  certain  memorials. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  suggest  the 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  might  be 
accomplished  by  referring  the  memorials  back  to 
the  committee,  with  leave  to  report  at  any  time. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  have  no  objection 
to  that. 

The  memorials  were  accordingly  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  with  leave 
to  report  at  any  time. 

ENROLLMENT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  FORCES. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  tI^c  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  have  instructed  me  to  report  back 
sundry  memorials,  bills,  and  papers  referring  to 
the  enrollment  law.  The  House  has  already 
acted  upon  these  papers  by  the  passage  of  an  en- 
rollment act.  I  therefore  ask  that  the  committee 
may  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration' 
of  those  papers. 

The  papers  reported  were  laid  on  the  table. 

THANKS  TO  GENERALS  KOSECRANS  AND  THOMAS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  reported  back  Senate  joint  resolu- 
lution  (No.  11)  giving  the  thanks  of  Congressto 
Major  General  George  H.  Thomas,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  who  fought  under  his  command  at 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  with  an  amendment, 
and  with  the  recommendation  that,  as  amended, 
the  joint  resolution  do  pass. 

The  amendment  inserts  before  the  name  of 
Major  General  Thomas  the  name  of  Major  Gen- 
eral William  S.  Rosecrans;  and  includes  also  the 
officers  and  men  who  fought  under  his  command 
in  the  same  battle  on  the  19th  and  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution,  as  amended,  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading;  and  was  accordingly  read  the 
third  time,  and  jiassed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  passed;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD  moved  to  amend  the  title  so 
as  to  make  it  read  as  follows: 

Joint  resolution  of  thanks  to  Major  General  William  S. 
Rosecrans  and  Major  General  George  H.  'I'lioinas,  and  the 
officers  and  men  who  fought  under  their  commands  at  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  title  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

VETERAN  VOLUNTEER  ENGINEERS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  House  bill  No.  251,  to  oiganize  a 
regiment  of  veteran  volunteer  engineers,  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly road  the  third  time. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Before  the  bill  passes  1  should 
like  (o  have  it  read. 

The  bill  was  read.    It  authoiizes  the  Secretary 
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of  War  to  enlist  out  of  any  volunteer  forces  in 
the  army  of  tiie  Cumberland,  who  have  hereto- 
fore served  as  pioneers, pontoniers,  or  engineers, 
a  regiment  of  veteran  volunteer  engineers,  to  con- 
sist of  ten  companies,  the  men  to  receive  the  same 
pay  and  bounties  as  is  provided  by  law  for  veteran 
volunteers,  the  officers  to  be  commissioned  by  tlie 
President  of  the  United  States  on  nomination  by 
the  general  in  command  of  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  to  receive  the  same  pay  as  engineer 
officers  in  the  regular  Army;  the  men  to  be  cred- 
ited to  the  Slates  from  which  they  shall  have  ori- 
ginally enlisted. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  would  suggest  that  the  words 
"and  districts"  shall  be  added  after  the  word 
"States,"  so  that  these  men  shall  be  credited  to 
the  States  and  congressional  districts  from  which 
they  originally  enlisted. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  think  itwould  be  much  bet- 
ter to  credit  these  men  to  the  States  where  the 
soldiers  themselves  resided  at  the  time  of  their 
enlistment.  '1  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  War 
Department  a  few  days  ago  the  fact  that  in  the 
early  part  of  the  war  a  large  number  of  men  from 
the  State  of  Indiana  went  to  Kentucky  and  en- 
listed, because  at  the  time  the  quota  of  their  own 
State  was  full,  and  they  could  not  be  accepted  from 
Indiana.  These  men  have  not  been  credited  to 
Indiana,  nor,  as  I  am  informed,  can  they  be  un- 
der the  existing  laws  and  regulations;  but  I  think 
it  would  be  but  justice  to  provide  in  this  bill  for 
the  crediting  of  these  men  who  are  to  reiinlist  into 
this  engineer  regimentto  the  State  where  the  sol- 
diers resided  at  the  time  of  their  original  enlist- 
ment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman, 
in  answer  lo  his  suggestion,  that  the  law  having 
already  determined  that  reenlistments  shall  be 
credited  to  the  Slates  in  which  they  shall  have 
reenlistcd,  I  drafled  this  in  the  form  of  the  gen- 
eral principle.  It  seen\s  to  me  it  would  be  bad  to 
make  a  general  rule  and  then  to  make  an  excep- 
tion in  this  case. 

Mr.SCHENCK.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  yield 
to  me  a  moment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  By  the  enrollment  act  as  it 
now  exists,  amended  by  the  present  Congress,  we 
have  wiped  out  State  lines  and  divisions  and  made 
subdivisions  into  towns  and  wards.  1  suggest 
that  credit  be  given  not  in  States  and  districts, 
but  in  the  subdivisions  of  States,  as  provided  in 
the  enrollment  act. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.     I  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  That  will  make  it  harmo- 
nize wiih  the  I'xisling  law. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.     What  is  the  language? 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  That  credit  be  given  lo  the 
subdivisions  of  Slates  as  provided  by  existing 
laws. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  The  suggestion  of  my  col- 
league covers  the  whole  ground,  and  instead  of 
saying  "  Stales  and  districts"  1  svill  say  "  sub- 
divisions of  States." 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  bill  was 
amended  accordingly. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  en- 
grossed, it  was  accordingly  r(.'ad  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Tlie  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DISMISSION  OF  OFFICEUIS. 

Mr.  GARFIEl^D,  from  the  Commitiec  on  Mil- 
itary Alfairs,  reportt  d  l)ack  House  bill  No.  187, 
to  regulate  the  dismission  of  officers  in  the  mil- 
itary and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

Tin:  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  GARFIELD  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  Question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  oraered. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  bfing  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  lliird  time,  and  passed. 

Air.  GARFIELD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  pas.sed;  and  also  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 


PUOTECTION  OF  KMIGllANTS. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  aid  in  the 
protection  of  emigrants  to  the  Territories;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
reasons  for  this  bill  are  few  and  strong.  The 
Government  early  in  this  war  were  supplied  with 
an  interior  class  of  arms,  and  there  are  a  great 
many  of  them  now  on  hand.  Instead  of  keeping 
large  bodies  of  troops  upon  the  roads  to  California 
and  the  Pacific  we  think  we  had  better  arm  the 
emigrants  themselves.  We  will  thus  dispense  with 
a  great  expense  to  the  Government,  and  at  the 
same  time  secure  the  safety  of  emigrants  across 
the  jilains  to  the  new  Territories  from  Indians 
and  others.  It  will  enable  them  safely  to  go  out 
and  dig  gold,  which  we  need  very  much  to  sus- 
tain our  currency.  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

JVIr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BUREAU  OF  MILITARY  JUSTICE. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Aft'airs,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau 
of  Military  Justice;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extenso. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  which  explains 
the  necessity  of  passing,  and  immediately  pass- 
ing, a  bill  of  this  kind. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"Diligent  effort  has  been  made  for  the  enforcement  of 
discipline,  tlie  detection  of  frauds,  and  their  prevention  and 
punishment  bysunnnary  dismissal,  or  by  the  conviction  and 
sentence  of  guilty  parties  by  court-iuiirtial  and  military  com- 
mission. In  this  respect  mucii  has  been  accomplished  by 
the  Judge  Advocate  General  and  his  assistants.  From  his 
.report  it  appears  that,  since  the  commencement  of  the  rer 
bellioii,  vast  as  lias  been  the  increase  of  the  duties  and  la- 
bors of  his  office,  there  has  been  no  legislative  provision  en- 
larging the  instrumentalities  for  their  performance.  The 
machinery  of  the  oflice  remains  as  when  the  Army  con- 
sisted but  of  some  thirteen  thousand  tnen.  This  condition 
of  things  is  the  more  suilung  when  it  is  remembered  that  in 
cv(!ry  other  branch  of  the  military  service  legislation  has 
kept  pace  with  the  wants  created  by  the  emergencies  of  the 
war.  It  is  essential  that  the  force  of  this  otfice  be  increased 
to  meet  the  emergencies  of  the  service.  The  following  is 
a  summary  of  the  business  dispatched  in  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate General's  otl'ice  from  the  1st  September,  1862,  to  1st 
November,  1863,  a  period  of  fourteen  months: 

"Number  of  records  of  trials  by  general  courts-martial 
and  military  commissions  reviewed,  17,357.  Number  of  re- 
ports made  as  to  the  regularities  of  the  proceedings,  on  ap- 
plications for  restoration  to  the  service,  and  for  the  pardon 
of  offenders,  and  remission  or  commutation  of  sentences, 
2,318.  Miscellaneous  reports  on  other  questions  referred 
to  the  office,  172. 

"  While  many  of  these  reports  are  brief,  many  are  long 
and  elaborate,  involving  an  examination  of  complicated 
masses  of  fact,  and  of  difficult  legal  questions.  As  recorded, 
they  occupy  about  two  thousand  quarto  pages." 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  In  addition  to  what  has  been 
said  by  the  Secretary  of  War  as  to  the  necessity 
of  the  passage  of  a  bill  of  this  kind,  I  will  say  we 
have  just  passed  through  this  House  a  bill  which 
will  increase  very  much  the  business  of  the  Judge 
Advocate  and  of  those  connected  with  his  office. 
We  have  passed  a  bill  applying  a  wholesome  re- 
form and  a  restraint  upon  the  arbiti'ary  dismissal 
from  service,  and  allowing  in  a  number  of  cases 
trials  by  courts-martial  where  they  have  not  here- 
tofore been  allowed.     I  hope  this  bill  will  pass. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  am  somewhat  surprised  that 
a  bill  of  this  character  should  be  pressed  to  a  vote 
without  an  opportunity  for  examination.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  to  create  almost  a  new  bureau,  and  it 
overthrows  and  changes  in  a  very  summary  and 
fundamental  manner  the  mode  and  manner  of  ex- 
ecuting military  law.  The  expenses  of  executing 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  also,  seem  very  large. 
I  see  also  that  many  laws  are  repealed  by  it. 

1  do  not  know  but  it  may  be  all  right;  but  it 
seems  to  me  a  bill  of  this  importance  should  be 
printed  and  laid  upon  the  tables  of  members,  and 
should  not  be  put  through  without  a  more  thor- 
ough discussion,  and  certainly  not  without  giving 
us  more  lime  for  its  consideration.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill  itself 


I  am  only  prepared  to  say  I  have  not  had  time  to 
give  it  that  necessary  examination  which  a  bill  of 
this  great  importance,  establishing  a  new  mode 
and  manner  of  trial  of  military  ofTenses,  ought  to 
have.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Militar/  Afl'airs,  or 
any  other  gentleman  who  is  informed  upon  this 
subject,  a  further  explanation  of  the  bill,  its  pur- 
poses and  olijects. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  The  objection  made  to  the 
bill  is  one  which  strikes  me  as  very  singular. 
The  bill  now  pending  is  that  which  was  offered 
as  an  amendment  by  us  as  a  substitute  to  bill  No. 
49  of  the  House,  and  which  gentlemen  will  find 
upon  their  files.  So  far  fi'om  its  creating  a  new 
bureau  or  establishing  new  duties,  and  providing 
for  proceedings  not  heretofore  known  to  the  law 
and  practiced  in  the  War  Department,  the  effect 
is  just  the  reverse. 

The  bill  finds,  at  the  War  Department,  a  Judge 
Advocate's  office,  with  a  Judge  Advocate,  with  all 
the  functions  he  exercises  and  all  the  immense  re- 
sponsibilities and  labors  thrown  upon  him,  as  an 
existing  thing.  Itfinds  in  that  Judge  Advocate's 
office  not  a  sufEcientamount  of  help  by  Assistant 
Judge  Advocates  to  enable  the  head  of  thai  depart- 
ment to  get  through  with  the  business  thrown 
upon  him.  This  bill,  without  altering  any  law, 
without  going  into  any  details,  simply  increases 
the  rank  of  the  Judge  Advocate,  gives  him  two 
assistants,  and  establishes  that  known,  fixed, 
practical  bureau  as  il  exists  already  in  the  War 
Department. 

The  objection,therefore,isa  very  singular  one; 
for  the  objection  is  not  sustained  by  one  single 
fact  connected  with  the  character  of  the  bill.  It  is 
a  bill  which  simply  accepts  the  Judge  Advocate's 
office  as  it  now  exists,  converts  that  Judge  Advo- 
cate's office  into  a  bureau,  enlarges  the  jurisdic- 
tion, and  increases,  as  seems  to  be  right,  the  rank 
of  the  Judge  Advocate.     That  is  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if 
House  bill  No.  49,  which  is  on  our  desks,  is  the 
one  now  reported  to  the  House.' 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  This  bill  is  precisely  what 
is  contained  on  the  second  page  of  that  bill  aa 
printed,  and  which  is  printed  in  italics. 

But  the  most  serious  objection  which  the  gen- 
tleman seems  to  make  to  the  bill  is  that  it  comes 
from  a  bad  quarter. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Oh  no,  I  did  not  say  that.  I 
said  that "  Bureau  of  Military  Justice"  was  a  bad 
name. 

Mr.SCHENCK.  I  understood  him  tosaythat 
the  bill  came  from  a  bad  quarter. 

Mr.  BROOKS.     Oh,  no;  1  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  am  very  glad  the  gentle- 
man did  not  say  it,  because  I  was  about  to  remark 
that  if  he  had  any  reference  to  my  exercise  of 
military  justice,  I  never  exercised  any  that  any 
loyal  man  had  reason  to  be  afraid  of.  I  ask  now 
that  the  bill  be  put  upon  its  passage,  and  1  de- 
mand the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BUSINESS  OF  MILITARY  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  is  through  with  his 
reports,  I  will  move  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  an  appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  There  is  one  very  import- 
ant bill  relating  to  the  increase  of  pay  of  soldier.s 
and  the  pay  of  colored  troops  which  the  commit- 
tee desire  to  get  in.  It  is  one  that  will  occupy  a 
great.deal  of  time,  and  therefore  it  has  been  with- 
held to  the  last.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  agree 
that  the  committee  shall  be  allowed  lo  report  it  on 
Monday  next  after  the  morning  hour,  or  on  some 
succeeding  day  after  the  morning  hour.  1  know 
that  the  House  is  anxious  to  have  the  measure 
before  it. 

The  SPEAKER.     Arc  there  one  or  two  bills.' 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  There  are  other  bills  which 
we  also  desire  to  report. 

The  SPEAKER.    Then  on  Monday  next,  the 
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committee  will  have  leave  to  finish  their  reports 
if  there  be  no  objection.  The  Chair  hears  no  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  understand  that 
gives  the  committee  the  privilege  of  finishing  their 
reports? 

The  SPEAKER.  They  will  have  all  day  after 
the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.     On  this  particular  subject.' 

The  SPEAKER.  They  have  authority  to  re- 
port generally. 

PREliMPTORS  ON  INDIAN  KESEllVATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  communication  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  submitting  a  report,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
"for  the  relief  of  preemptors  on  the  home  reser- 
vation of  the  Winnebagoes,"&c.,  with  his  award 
of  the  amounts  to.be  paid  to  the  claimants  re- 
spectively; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LEGISLATIVE,  ETC.,  APEROPBIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  legis- 
lative, executive,  and  judicial  appropriation  bill. 
It  is  not  a  special  order,  and  I  propose  to  allow 
two  hours  for  general  debate,  if  any  gentlemen 
desire  to  speak. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Nor- 
ton in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consider- 
ation of  bill  of  the  House  No.  192,  making  appro- 
priations forthelegislative, executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  1865. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret  the 
necessity  of  this  occasion.  I  regret  that  gentle- 
men occupying  seats  on  this  floor  should  so  far 
have  lost  their  self-respect  as  to  use  language  so 
unbecoming,  and,  at  the  same  time,  false,  as  to 
cause  me  to  consume  for  a  personal  explanation 
time  that  might  otherwise  be  more  profitably  em- 
ployed. But,  sir,  remarks  from  me  are  due  now, 
indeed  past  due,  not  only  to  myself  but  to  the 
loyal  district  which  1  have  the  honor  to  represent; 
to  a  constituency,  a  radical  constituency,  that 
have  from  the  very  commencement  of  this  rebel- 
lion until  the  present  sustained  Mr.  Lincoln  and 
indorsed  every  national  measure  of  his  Adminis- 
tration so  far  as  they  had  been  discussed  up  to 
the  time  I  left  Missouri  in  November;  a  constitu- 
ency that  have  sustained  the  Government  by  con- 
tributing their  means  without  stint,  even  sacrifi- 
cing their  wealth,  and  by  the  voluntary  offering 
of  the  lives  that  have  been  surrendered  on  almost 
every  battle-field.   Remarks  are  due  now,  because 

I  have  been  personally  attacked  by  two  colleagues 
from  the  opposition  side  of  this  House,  and  be- 
cause in  both  instances  the  attacks  were  unpro- 
voked, malicious,  and  sustained  only  by  false- 
hood. I  have  been  suddenly  driven,  without 
provocation,  until  my  back  is  to  a  wall,  and  I 
must  defend  myself.  The  first  attack  was  made 
on  the  5th  ultimo  by  a  colleague  from  the  first 
district,  [Mr.  Blair,]  who  stealthily  made  an 
assault  upon  his  four  colleagues  known  as  radi- 
cals, a  name  with  which,  whether  applied  to  sla- 
very or  the  rebellion,  I  am  proud  to  be  honored. 
On  the  24th  ultimo  the  attack  was  renewed  by 
K\y  colleague  [Mr.  Kinc^  from  the  sixth  district. 
It  may  be  considered  a  large  undertaking  for  one 
af  my  pretensions  to  attack  two  of  such  propor- 
tions as  their  distinguished  titles  would  indicate, 

II  major  general  and  an  ex-Governor  and  aid-de- 
tamp  to  a  Governor.  But  bear  in  mind,  I  did  not 
attack;  I  fend  off;  and  I  am  not  unconscious  of 
the  fact  that  their  assaults  are  with  very  little 
force.  They  are  efforts  of  diseased  men  to  pro- 
long their  own  lives  they  have  in  their  madness 
imperiled,  when,  too,  the  hoary  locks  in  one  case 
tell  us  that  in  the  usual  course  of  events  the  grave 
would  soon  have  claimed  its  own.  The  victims 
to  the  disease  "negro  tremens"  are  even  more 
numerous  than  those  to  delirium  tremens.  It  is 
known  by  a  recklessness  of  morals,  desperation 
in  executing  corrupt  designs,  an  entire  disregard 
of  the  truth.  There  is  complete  derangement  on 
all  subjects  where  it  is  possible  for  the  negro  to 
intrude.    The  jiaticnl  betakes  himself  to  wander- 


ings, and  usually  in  search  of  "  State  lines,"  and 
is  found  crossing  them  first  upon  the  north,  then 
upon  the  south,  as  imaginary  inducements  may 
operate  upon  his  disordered  brain;  therefore  when 
he  hears  of  another  individual  beirig  near  a  "State 
line"  he  imagines  he  is  "  hunting  for  it."  In  the 
cases  before  us  I  sliall  demonstrate  by  the  records 
these  evidences  of  the  disease  before  I  shall  have 
finished.  For,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  it  under- 
stood that  my  reputation  is  not  sufficiently  estab- 
lished here  for  me  to  rely  merely  upon  assertions. 
That  may  answer  for  ex-major  generals  and  ex- 
aids-de-camp  of  Governors;  but  1  will  enforce  my 
opinions  by  evidence  that  will  remove  all  doubt. 
In  these  two  cases  some  of  the  principles  are 
the  same,  and  facts  alike  applicable;  but  I  will 
first  turn  my  attention  to  the  ex-Governor,  ex-aid- 
de-camp,  [Mr.  King,]  and  show  you  some  evi- 
dence of  derangement.  I  regret  that  his  wander- 
ings have  suddenly  led  him  from  our  midst.  Sir, 
the  stately  form  of  that  venerable  man  moved 
slowly  but  majestically  in  this  Hall  as  it  were  but 
yesterday.  As  if  to  show  us  how  unable  we  are 
to  penetrate  the  future,  his  spirit  has  gone— to  the 
western  plains  of  Missouri,  and  his  body  is  fol- 
lowing after.  But  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  if  I  should  not  shortly  be  sertt  upon  the 
same  errand  on  which  he  has  preceded  me,  he 
cannot  return  from  the  spiritlandand  tormentme 
for  attacking  him  when  absent.  I  have  an  hon- 
orable witness  on  his  own  side  of  the  House,  as 
well  as  the  record  on  the  Journal,  that  I  informed 
him  I  would  endeavor  to  obtain  the  floor  and 
speak  to  his  personalities.  1  shall,  therefore,  give 
his  character.  It  is  customary  to  speak  only  of 
the  virtues  of  the  departed.  As  his  attack  upon 
me  was  unprovoked  and  malicious,  and  intended 
to  he  personally  offensive,!  will  depart  from  this 
custom;  especially  as  I  have  discovered  no  virtues 
of  which  I  could  speak.  We  shall,  doubtless,  at 
times  realize  the  absence  of  my  colleague,  but  we 
must  be  content  to  draw  a  little  upon  our  imagin- 
ations. If  the  painting  were  now  presented  rep- 
resenting him  and  my  colleague  from  the  first 
district  [Mr.  Blair]  about  thecenter  of  the  Hall, 
with  their  coat-tails  fastened  together,  and  their 
heads  in  close  proximity,  and  first  one  and  then 
the  other  making  demonstrations  against  this  side 
of  the  House,  and  especially  against  their  radical 
colleagues,  the  picture  would  be  readily  recog- 
nized. They  moved  about  with  that  unity  of 
feeling  and  purpose  which  they  would  have  the 
country  believe  connects  them  to  the  President. 
Gray  hairs  naturally  inspire  my  respect;  but  when 
old  age  fails  to  produce,  along  with  gray  hairs, 
that  discretion  which  is  usually  looked  for,  my 
respect  is  changed  to  pity,  and  with  sorrow  I 
dwell  upon  the  frailties  of  poor  human  nature. 
But,  in  this  case,  having  been  personally  and  un- 
justly assailed,  I  must  make  an  example  of  that 
indiscretion  which  will  permit  a  falsehood  to  come 
forth  to  accomplish  a  base  purpose.  I  must  de- 
fend myself,  and  one  of  the  idols  of  myself  and  of 
southwest  Missouri,  the  eighth  regiment  cavalry, 
Missouri  State  militia. 

After  the  disbanding  of  the  "home  guard" 
regiment  which  I  had  the  honor  to  command, 
two  companies  were  at  once  organized  in  the  vol- 
unteer service  as  Missouri  State  militia;  and  in 
February,  1862,  under  authority  from  Governor 
Gamble,  I  took  charge  of  them,  and  went  to  south- 
west Missouri,  from  Jefferson  City,  to  organize 
a  regiment.  We  were  surrounded  with  dangers; 
companies  could  only  be  formed  by  giving  pro- 
tection to  some  given  portion  of  country,  anci  en- 
larging the  circle  of  our  operations  as  one  com- 
pany after  another  was  added.  Fighting  rebels 
in  organized  companies,  and  in  the  brush,  were 
common  occurrences.  Before  we  became  a  regi- 
ment four  of  the  companies  distinguished  thein- 
selves  at  Humansville,  Polk  county,  for  their 
bravery,  where  they  were  attacked  by  at  least  an 
equal  number  of  rebels,  who  were  repulsed  with 
heavy  loss  of  killed  on  the  field.  In  less  than 
three  months  we  were  a  cavalry  regiment  of  ten 
companies.  The  commanderof  the  Union  forces 
at  the  hard-fought  battle  of  Lone  Jack  has  already 
borne  public  testimony  to  the  bravery  and  daring 
of  two  other  companies  of  the  regiment,  in  which 
about  half  the  men  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
About  the  same  time  other  companies  engaged 
in  the  pursuit  after  Coffee,  under  command  of 
General  Totten.  Being  commander  of  a  post, 
and  acting  under  orde)\  I  was  organizing  at  that 


time,  and  did  organize,  a  regiment  of  loyal  en- 
rolled militia.  The  entire  eighth  regiment  was  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy,  save  one  company,  with 
which  I  rejoined  my  regiment  one  hundred  and 
ten  miles  furthersouthwest  early  in  October,  1862, 
at  which  time  the  army  ofthe  Frontier  was  organ- 
ized under  command  of  Genera!  Schofidd,  and 
proceeded  in  search  ofthe  enemy  to  Fayeiteville 
and  Huntsville,  Arkansas,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Boston  mountains.  In  that  army  of  the  Frontier 
I  do  nothing  more  than  justice  to  the  eighth  regi- 
ment cavalry  Missouri  State  militia,  which  was 
known  as  a  fighting  regiment,  to  say  there  was 
not  one  more  highly  respected  for  bravery  and 
efficiency.  But  my  time  being  limited  to  an  hour 
I  cannot  dwell.  That  army  was  not  met  by  the 
enemy, and, under  command  ofGeneral  Schofield, 
returned  into  Missouri  early  in  November,  1862, 
and  was  distributed  in  various  parts,  and  I  was 
assigned  to  the  com.mand  of  the  post  of  Lebanon, 
the  regiment  occupying  it  and  two  other  stations. 

This  march  of  the  army  ofthe  Frontier  into 
Arkansas,  is  what  the  gentleman  from  the  sixth 
district  [Mr.  King]  alluded  to  when,  on  the  24th 
ultimo,  he  said: 

"Tlie  only  time  that  I  ever  heard  of  that  militia  [the 
ten  regiments  organized  for  tliedefenseof  the  State]  liang- 
ing  fire  was  when  he  [McClcrg]  went  in  pursuit  of  llie 
rebels.  They  [rebels]  took  south  according  to  tlicii-  usual 
practice.  When  my  colleague's  eighth  regiment  reached 
the  Arliansas  line,  tliey  stopped  pur:-uit  of'tlie  rebels  and 
went  on  a  hunt  for  tliat  line.  My  colleague  [Mr.  McCldrg] 
found  the  Arkansas  line,  and  would  go  no  further." 

When  that  language  was  uttered,  I  rose  and 
pronounced  the  statement  false.  If  I  were  to  rely 
upon  my  own  assertion,  1  presume  it  would  off- 
set the  assertion  of  the  one  who  made  it,  leav- 
ing the  question  of  veracity  to  be  determined. 
When  I  so  pronounced  it,  what  course  would  a 
fair  and  candid  colleague  have  pursued  on  thia 
floor.'  He  would  have  apologized,  saying  he 
wished  some  merrimentand  had  been  so  informed. 
But  what  did  this  colleague  do  ?  Supposing  he  had 
inflicted  a  wound,  he  repeated  the  blow,  appar- 
ently with  more  deadly  aim;  for  he  added: 

"  [  will  state  in  justice  to  the  eighth  Missouri  regiment, 
that  it  was  understood  it  was  not  their  fault."  "  1  do  not 
believe  it  was  their  fault." 

Meaning  that  the  regiment  had  not  crossed  the 
line,  and  that  it  was  the  fault  ofthe  commander, 
his  colleague  of  whom  he  was  speaking.  And 
not  satisfied  with  that  attempt  to  add  ittjury  to 
insult,  he  then  adds: 

"My  colleague,  seeing  that  no  laurels  were  to  be  won  in 
that  way,  resigned  his  commission.  So  far  as  1  know,  be 
could  not  deploy  into  line  or  set  a  squadron." 

So  far  as  he  knew!  Well,  so  far  as  I  know,  the 
venerable  gentleman  had  better  remain  at  home 
and  turn  his  attention  to  "  setting"  hens.  For  I 
will  presently  show  froin  the  records  that  branch 
of  his  education  has  been  of  late  years  neglected, 
as  he  has  for  at  least  fifteen  years  been  looking 
for  "State  lines."  He  knew  that  I  resigned  my 
commission  as  colonel  because,  during  iiiiy  ab- 
sence from  my  district  in  the  Army,  I  had  been 
elected  to  the  present  Congress,  and  that  my  res- 
ignation was  at  a  time  when  no  active  service  in 
the  field  was  expected,  in  the  latter  days  of  De- 
cember, 1862. 

But  I  will  now  seal  the  charge  of  falsehood  to 
this  infamous  and  malicious  statement.  Unso- 
licited, and  certainly  unexpected,  I  received  a 
letter,  which  I  will  send  to  the  Clerk,  that  he  may 
correct  me  if  I  fail  to  give  the  exact  language.  I 
ask  that  it  may  be  observed  that  the  date  of  the 
letter  is  27th  December  last,  just  five  days  after 
I  delivered  my  "  home  guard"  appropiiation 
speech,  before  it  appeared  in  pamphlet  form,  and 
therefore  when  the  writer  could  only  liave  seen 
it  in  the  public  papers.  The  letter  was  not  there- 
fore dictated  by  any  suggestion  of  mine.  My 
colleague  from  the  sixth  district  will  respect  this 
letter  as  entitled  to  credit,  as  he  has  embodied  in 
his  speech  of  24th  ultimo  a  report  from  the  same 
author,  Brigadier  General  E.  B.  Brown,  in  whose 
brigade  I  was  in  the  army  ofthe  Frontier.  The 
letter  is  as  follows: 

Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 
Jeffkkson  City,  Mo.,  December  '■21 ,  18G3. 

Colonel:  \  have  read  with  pleasure  your  excellent 
speech  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  to  pay  deficits  due 
home  guards,  and,  as  you  are  aware,  know  the  valuable 
services  rendered  by  the  home  guards  of  Missouri,  from 
being  in  active  command  in  the  State  during  the  tinn'  they 
rendered  service.  No  more  noble  patriots  have  eiuurod 
the  lists  to  protect  our  (Joverninent  than  were  in  the  ranks 
of  this  service.    When  theGovvrnmenireceivcd  additional 
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force  for  three  years  the  larger  inajority  of  these  men  re- 
enlisted,  so  that  tliey  won',  in  reality,  in  the  volunteer  ser- 
vice, as  necessity,  and  changed  position  witli  a  partial 
knowledge  ot"  their  duties  chiefly  acquired. 

Tl)ere  is  another  class  of  troops  in  this  Slate  which  de- 
serves to  l)e  rcineniliered  by  their  (joveriunent,  and  that  is 
the  .Missouri  Stale  niililia.  Yourinvn  connection  with  that 
organization  as  colonel  of  the  eighth  regiment  renders  it  un- 
necessary to  more  Ihiiii  allude  to  tlieinipotlant  services  they 
liave  rendered.  Side  l>y  side  with  volunteers  they  have 
fought  over  nearly  every  foot  ot  ground  helwcen  the  Mis- 
souri riverand  the  I'n-ton  nioiintniiis.  AlNewtonia,  I'rairie 
Grove,  Springlulil.  Alarihiill.aiid  numerous  fields  of  lesser 
note,  they  have  sc-.iled  Ihiir  devoiion  with  their  blood,  and 
should  receive  the  Govirnnieiu's  favorable  consideration. 
Volunteers,  under  another  name,  they  are  debarred  from 
receiving  pensions,  bounties,  or  even  arms  of  a  suitable 
character  undercxisting  lawsand  orders.  The  great  wrong 
that  is  done  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have 
died  or  been  killed  in  the  service  has  been  brought  to  my 
notice  very  forcibly  since  the  winter  lias  set  in  by  their 
appeals  to  me  and  to  the  charitable  world  for  bread.  En- 
tering the  service  for  the  protection  of  Missouri,  they  have 
never  hesitated.  They  have  even  beenan.xious  to  be  led  to 
other  fields  if  an  enemy  was  to  be  found.  In  proof  of  this 
your  own  gallant  regiment,  with  The  third,  fourth,  seventh, 
and  fcMirteenth  led  the  advance  of  the  army  of  the  I'^onlier 
into  Boston  mountains  in  the  aulumn  of  1863.  The  sixth 
has  been  forfour  monlhs,  and  is  now  in  part,  at  Fort  Smith. 
A  detachment  of  the  fourth  has  been  in  New  Mexico  for 
four  months.  Arkansas  has  been  a  favorite  field  for  their 
operations.  I  could  refer  you  to  numerous  instances  of  like 
character,  but  you  fully  comprehend  the  value  of  their  ser- 
vices, and  1  hope,  my  dear  colonel,  that  before  long  laws 
giving  their  families  and  the  disabled  soldier  the  same  re- 
wards as  are  paid  to  volunteers,  as  a  meed  justly  due  to 
brave  men,  will  be  passed.  The  Legislature  of  this  State 
will  memorialiie  Congress  to  pass  such  a  law,  and  I  am 
sure  that  it  will  receive  from  the  Missouri  delegation  in 
the  House  and  our  Senators  a  cordial  support  as  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  deserving. 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BllOWN, 
Brigadier  General  Volunteers. 
Colonel  J.  W.  McCluro,  Washington. 

After  this  voluntary  tribute  of  respect  and  lesti- 
inoiiy  to  tliegallantry  of  tiiese  brave  men,  so  beau- 
tifully, and  indeed  feelingly,  exfiressed  by  the 
general  who  witnessed  their  conduct  in  the  field, 
and  commanded  them,  it  would  detract  from  the 
beauty  of  that  letter  were  1  to  say  another  word 
in  defense  of  that  regiment  or  of  myself.  I  will 
therefore  add,  on  this  point,  only  that  the  regi- 
ments spoken  of  in  that  letter  were  all  inspected 
by  the  inspector  general  when  in  the  army  of  the 
Frontier,  in  October,  the  eighth,  third,  fourth, 
seventh,  and  fourteenth;  and  that  in  a  short  time 
thereafter  the  fourteen  regiments  were  consoli- 
dated so  as  to  reduce  the  number  to  ten.  The 
third  was  broken  up  and  distributed  among  the 
other  regiments,  though  I  say  it  not  in  disparage- 
ment of  that  regiment  or  its  officers.  But  a  son 
of  the  colleague  who  has  used  the  infamous  lan- 
guage was  the  colonel  of  the  third;  but  he  was  a 
gentleman  and  a  good  officer.  The  eighth  was 
not  broken  up,  but  is  yet  in  the  service;  and  if 
the  colleague  from  the  sixth  district,  [Mr.  King,] 
venerable  as  he  is  from  his  gray  hairs,  were  now 
a  private  in  that  regiment,  he  would  be  occupying 
a  more  enviable  position  than  he  would  if  he  were 
present. 

But  a  returning  feeling  of  compassion  reminds 
us  that  for  some  years  there  has  been  derange- 
ment on  the  subject  of  "  State  lines."  Let  us, 
therefore,  go  back  about  fifteen  years,  to  the  ses- 
sion of  the  JMissouri  Legislature,  1848-49,  and 
glance  oureyes  at  tlie  famous  Jackson  resolutions, 
which  passed  boili  branches  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. I  will  read  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth 
of  those  resolutions: 

"4.  The  right  to  prohlbitfilavery  in  any  Territory  belongs 
exclusively  to  the  people  thereof,  and  can  only  be  exercised 
by  thcin  in  forming  tlieir  constitution  for  a  Slate  govern- 
ment, or  in  their  sovereign  capacity  as  an  independent 
State. 

•'5.  That,  in  the  event  of  the  passage  ofan  act  of  Congress 
conflicting  with  the  prineiples  herein  expressed,  Missouri 
will  be  found  In  hearty  coijperiition  vviilj  the  slaveholding 
Stales,  in  such  measures  as  may  be  decMuil  nci-essary  for 
our  mutual  protection  against  tile  encroachments  of  north- 
ern fanaticism. 

"6.  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  Instructed, and  our 
Representatives  be  requested,  to  act  In  co/lformity  to  the 
foregoing  resolutions." 

Well,  it  may  be  asked,  what  is  there  to  connect 
my  colleague  with  those  resolutions.'  He  was 
the-n  Governor,  and  officially  and  even  o.stentn- 
tioii.sly  approved  them;  but  he  was  under  no 
official  obligation  to  even  pass  upon  mere  resolu- 
tions of  instruclions  to  Congressmen.  Rut  de- 
lirium negro  had  taken  place,  and  the  gentleman 
imagined  ilic  "  Stuie-line"doc(rine  would  be  pop- 
ular, and  he  did  not  wan  I  to  becaui;hton  the  wrong 
side.  However,  when  Colonel  Renton,  the. Sen- 
ator of  thirty  years,  canje  back  to  the  State  and 


gave  evidence  that  he  would  probably  combine  a 
majority  of  the  people  against  those  resolutions, 
my  colleague ingloriously  repudiated  his  approval 
of  them;  deserted  the  friends  with  whom  he  had 
acted  in  getting  them  through  the  Legislature  by 
a  vote  of  about  two  to  one;  hitched  himself  on  to 
Colonel  Benton's  coat-tail,  who  flragged  him  back 
on  to  the  north  side  of  the  "  line,"  and  as  long 
as  he  lived  my  venerable  colleague  "  was  in  the 
habit  of  sneezing  when  that  Senator  took  snuff. " 
1  liat  commanding  old  Roman  could  not  live  al- 
ways, however.  We  therefore  find  my  colleague 
in  1861  assuming  a  prominent  position  in  his 
circular  for  a  seat  in  the  Missouri  State  conven- 
tion, from  which  1  will  simply  read  such  sentences 
from  near  the  commencement  and  conclusion  as 
will  furnish  in  themselves,  without  comment,  the 
reasons  why  he  was  not  elected.  His  language 
is  as  follows: 

"  That  we  have  suffered  wrongs  there  is  none  among  us 
to  dispute ;  wrongs  which  have  brought  us  finally  to  face 
the  dreadful  reality  of  a  revolution  in  our  midst;  a  revolu- 
tion, the  real  cause  and  ground  of  which  we  can  trace  to 
the  fanatical  growth  of  northern  abolitionism,  and  which 
has  ultimately  grown  into  strength  and  dimensions,  so  much 
so  as  ju.~lly  lo  arouse  the  southern  mind.  None  of  us 
doubt  but  the  course  of  those  northern  abolitionists  is  dic- 
tated by  a  morbid  sympathy  for  the  slave,  as  well  as  hostil- 
ity to  tiie  sysRm  of  domestic  slavery  as  ii  exists,  and  that 
it  has  been  in  direct  conflict  with  our  constitutional  rights, 
as  well  as  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union."  *  *  *  * 
"  If  the  people,  now  torn  asunder  by  internal  dissensions,  by 
the  conflict  of  sectional  passions,  and  who  miglit  have  been 
envied  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  for  their  greatness, 
no  less  than  their  hap|)iness,  should  now  be  determined  to 
cast  from  us  all  the  blessings  of  Providence,  and  to  bring 
down  upon  ourselves  dishonor  and  ruin  by  our  own  fratri- 
cidal violence,  then  in  God's  name,  for  the  sake  of  Chris- 
tianity, for  the  leinerabrance  that  we  arc  members  of  the 
same  political  family,  children  of  confederated  parents 
who  stood  side  by  side  in  the  struggles  of  the  Revolution, 
let  us  part  in  peace." 

We  will  bear  in  mind  his  words,  that  "  north- 
ern abolitionism"  is  the  "real  cause  of  the  revo- 
lution." Colonel  Benton  was  not  present  to  com- 
mand the  evil  spirit  to  come  out  of  him,  and  a 
maniac  he  wandered  in  search  of  the  "  line"  and 
again  got  on  the  south  side  of  it.  But  he  con- 
tinued to  wander,  and  where  do  we  next  find  him.' 
He  partially  recovered,  and  became  a  candidate 
for  the  seat  he  lately  occupied.  1  read  from  the 
sworn  statements  of  others  the  following: 

"The  support  of  Governor  King  seemed  to  proceed 
mainly  from  what  was  termeil  the  radical  party." 

Another  says,  under  oath: 

"  I  heard  the  electioneering  speech  of  Austin  A.King  at 
tlie  October  term,  1862,  of  the  circuit  court  of  Clinton 
county.  Ilisvicws  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  our  pres- 
ent ditiiculties  were  of  a  radical  character,  being  opposed 
to  all  compromise  until  the  rebels  laid  down  their  arms." 

Another  says,  under  oath: 

"  The  support  of  Governor  King  seemed  to  be  almost  ex- 
clusively by  the  radicals,  including  the  newly  organized 
militia." 

Another  says,  under  oath: 

"  He  [Mr.  King]  stated  to  me  with  great  earnestness  that 
a  southern  sympathizer  had  no  more  rights  than  a  slave;  that 
lliey  had  no  right  toTOte;  Ihat  they  were  rebels,  and  if  they 
did  vote  ihey  would  perjure  themselves." 

Where  was  he  standing  in  that  canvass.'  On 
the  north  side  of  the  "line;"  back  again.  That 
was  in  the  full  of  18G2.  One  year  thereafter  we 
had  another  election — one  for  supreme  judges — 
and  the  canvass  was  an  exciting  political  one.  Let 
us  see  on  what  side  of  the  "  line"  the  gentleman 
from  the  sixth  district  was  then  found.  1  quote 
from  statements  sworn  to  the  following: 

"  In  his  [Mr.  King's]  speech  against  the  radical  candidates 
for  judges,  he  vehemently  urged  'southern  sympathizers' 
to  vote,  assuring  them  of  their  perfect  right  to  do  so,  and 
that  they  need  not  apprehend  the  slightest  danger  from  any 
quarter." 

Again,  by  another: 

"  He  warmly  urged  the  people — sympalliizers  and  all — to 
turn  out  and  support  the  anti-radical  ticket,  assuring  them 
ihat  they  had  the  righl  lo  vote  just  as  every  one  else  had, 
and  that  if  any  person  interfered  with  them  in  any  manner 
for  exercising  that  right  they  would  be  punished  for  it '  with 
a  vengeance.'  " 

But  these  sworn  statements  arc  confirmed  by  a 
paper  I  hold  in  my  liand,  and  from  which  1  will 
quote.  Like  an  ancient  artist  who  had  painted  a 
horse,  but  feared  the  execution  was  such  that  it 
could  not  be  recognized  and  wrote  under  the  paint- 
ing "This  is  a  horse,"  the  authors  of  this  inter- 
esting document  wrote  over  it,  "  To  the  loyal  jieo- 
file  of  iMis.soiiri."  There  is  nothingelse  about  it 
by  which  it  could  be  recognized  as  "loyal."  A 
few  features  of  this  animal  will  appear  in  the  fol- 
lowing fxlracts: 

"  (t  Is  apparent  lo  every  rencxting  mind  that  the  rndicnl 
parly  ol  Mlasouri  is  a  rnvolutioiinry  parly."  "A  prominent 


characteristic  of  the  revolutionists  is  their  intolerance,  and 
in  this  respect  they  have  outstripped  the  secessionists." 
"They  are  not  content  with  ihe  proclamation  of  freedom, 
the  confiscation  acts,  and  Ihe  arming  of  blacks  to  aid  in 
putting  down  the  rebellion — measures  opposed  by  some  men 
of  undoubted  loyalty — but  they  would  seem  to  demand  that 
the  President  shall  go  still  further,  and  declare  himself  in 
favor  ofamalgamation  and  the  elevation  of  the  blacks  to  the 
standard  of  white  men  by  exiending  to  them  the  rights  of 
suffrage."  "  Because  the  President  is  known  to  be  opposed 
to  such  follies,  to  use  m)  stronger  term,  he  is'not  deemed 
sufficiently  radical  for  their  purpose."  "  I'he  State  conven- 
tion, having  adjusted  the  quesiion  of  emancipation  in  a 
manner  which  should  afford  general  satisfaction,  we  repro- 
bate the  effort  which  is  being  made  to  disturb  it." 

Under  this  painting,  called  "loyal,"  among 
other  names,  which  I  shall  not  now  read,  because 
they  have  not  made  an  attack,  appears  the  name 
of  Austin  A.  King,  my  colleague  from  the  sixth 
district.  Is  it  difficult  to  tell  on  what  side  of  the 
"  line"  the  gentleman  had  again  placed  himself? 
So  well  understood  was  it  generally  that  lie  had 
passed  to  the  south  side  that  we  find  the  conserv- 
ative, slavery-conserving  organ  of  our  State,  the 
Missouri  Republican,  favoring  his  election.  To 
prove  this,  I  will  quote  a  few  sentences  from  that 
public  journal  of  dates  17th  and  18th  October  of 
that  year,  1862.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the 
elections  had  just  taken  place  in  some  of  the  other 
States.  I  hope  it  will  be  perceived  what  the  con- 
servatives thought  about  "  revolutions"  at  that 
time.     Hear  the  following  language: 

"  Sufficient  returns  of  the  State  elections  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Iowa,  have  not  been  received 
to  enable  us  to  speak  intelligibly  of  the  whole  result." 
"Enough,  however,  is  known  to  delermine  one  fact  very 
clearly;  and  that  is,  that  the  radicals  have  suflered  humil- 
iating defeats  at  the  hands  of  the  Constitutional  Union 
party."  "  From  all  quarters,  i:uleed,  the  indications  are 
exceedingly  cheering  to  the  opponents  of  the  mischievous 
and  dangerous  faction  which  has  been  seeking  to  usurp  the 
Government."  "The  destructive  abolitionists  liave  been 
signally  rebuked,  and  their  bold  schemes  of  transforming 
the  cause  of  the  Union  into  a  crusade  against  constitutional 
liberty  indignantly  condemned."  "Hallelujah!"  "The 
people  have  engaged  in  a  revolution  which  is  to  work  out 
their  political  salvation."  "No  political  revolution  was 
evermore  thorough."  "Revolutions  commenced  under 
such  auspices  never  go  backward."  "All  but  four  of  the 
fanatical  representatives  of  radical  abolilionism  have  been 
driven  into  obscurity  by  the  people  of  Ohio."  "  Of  all  the 
radicals  now  in  Congress.  Ashley  is  the  only  man  left  to 
point  the  finger  of  scorn  at !  Indiana  has  also  done  nobly. 
She  has  left  Dunn  and  Colfax  at  home,  and  elected  a  majority 
of  Democrats."  "All  hail  to  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania; they  are  redeemed  from  the  cause  of  abolitionism." 
"  Tlie  revolution  will  go  onward  with  the  force  ofan  ava- 
lanche." "  fliissouri  should  not  be  found  wanting  in  the 
hour  of  trial  ;  she  should  elect  good  and  true  men."  "  We 
hope  10  hear  that  the  friends  of  Governor  King  and  Mr. 
Samuel  have  made  some  arrangement  by  which  the  elec- 
tion of  one  or  the  other  maybe  secured." 

Mr.  Chairman,  that  slavery-conserving  sheet 
knew  where  the  wandering  gentleman  would 
"  fetch  up;''  that  it  would  be  on  the  south  side  of 
the"  line."  That  there  he  is  to-day  his  votes  in  this 
House  will  show — they  have  gone  to  the  public. 
It  will  be  seen  that,  in  his  wanderings,  his  mind 
returns  to  the  idea  of"  parting  in  peace,"  as  ex- 
pressed by  him  in  the  winter  of  1860-61.  In  De- 
cember he  voted  for  the  resolution  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fernando 
Wood,]  "  that  the  President  be  requested  to  ap- 
point three  commissioners  to  open  negoiiations 
with  the  authorities  at  Richmond  "for  parting  on 
a  "  line."  This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  arrogate  to  themselves  the  right  to 
defend  the  President  on  this  floor  before  he  has 
been  attacked.  There  jire  a  number  of  us  who 
would  like  to  know  whether  he  has  been  formal- 
ly admitted  into  the  President's  body-guard,  or 
whether  he  is  not  an  intruder.  I  for  one  am 
forcibly  reminded  of  the  thief's  cunning  resort  to 
the  cry  of  "Stop  thief,"  and  falling  in  with  the 
c(.owd,  to  avoid  detection.  And  this  is  tl»e  gentle- 
man who  had  for  his  aid-de-camp  iny  colleague 
from  the  first  district  [Mr.  Blair]  on  this  floor 
when  he  delivered  his  -speech,  and  who  was  com- 
plimented by  him  on  the  27th  ultimo  as  the  ven- 
erable colleague  who  had  adhered  closely  to  Sen- 
ator Benton.  I  have  admitted  he  did  fasten  himself 
to  his  coat-tail.  And  having,  in  his  wanderings, 
gotten  south  of  the  "line,"  he  is  now  trying  to 
pin  himself  to  Mr.  Lincoln  that  he  may  draw  him 
to  the  north  side.  Rut  Mr.  Lincoln  is  upon  water 
acknowledged  to  be  decji,  and  prudence  should 
dictate  that  he  should  dis[)eiisc  with  all  such  dead- 
weiglit. 

I  will  now  turn  my  attention  to  my  colleaguo 
[Mr.  Blaik]  from  the  first  district,  and  refer  to 
the  language  which  appears  in  his  speeches  on 
"  the  joint  resolution  to  amend  the  act  to  suppress 
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insunxction,  to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to 
seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels,  and 
for  other  purposes."     It  is  as  follows: 

"  Of  a  piece  with  the  ingenious  but  rather  disingenuous 
assault  oi' the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  upon  the  Pres- 
ident is  an  occurrence  whicli  took  place  in  the  other  end 
of  Ihn  Capitol  some  days  since,  and  which  I  find  recorded 
in  the  Daily  Globe.  A  Senator  from  my  own  State  [Mr. 
Brown]  presented  what  purported  to  be  a  memorial  from 
members  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  and  a  protest  of 
four  Representatives  from  that  State,  against  the  confirm- 
ation of  General  Schofield  as  a  major  general.  I  do  not 
mention  iliiscircumstancetocomraenton  the  extraordinary 
and  most  unbecoming  declaration  contained  in  that  protest, 
in  which  these  four  members  claim  to  be  the  only  represent- 
atives of  the  Union  men  of  Missouri,  for  there  is  nothing 
in  the  character  or  history  of  eitherof  them  to  warrantthis 
arrogant  assumption,  but  for  the  purpose  of  exposingacov- 
ert  assault  upon  the  President  under  the  pretext  of  defeat- 
ing the  confirmation  of  General  Schofield.  If  it  had  been 
the  object  to  effect  the  latter  purpose  this  paper  would  have 
been  presented  in  executive  session,  where  nominations 
are  considered,  and  not  in  the  open  session  of  the  Senate, 
as  it  purports  to  have  been  done,  when  no  such  matter  can 
properlycome  before  that  body.  The  memorial  and  protest 
contained  only  matters  which  had  been  previously  submit- 
ted to  the  President  by  a  great  committee  of  radicals,  which 
visited  Washington  for  that  purpose;  and  these  statements 
liad  been  examined  into  by  the  President,  who,  in  his  re- 
ply, plainly  declared  that  lie  did  not  believe  them  to  be  true. 
Yet  the  President  is  arraigned  upon  these  same  stale  and 
discredited  statements  before  the  country  upon  the  memo- 
rial of  members  of  the  Missouri  Legislature  and  four  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  under  the  pretense  of  asking  that  Gen- 
eral Schofield  should  not  be  confirmed,  and  that,  too,  after 
an  agreement  was  had  with  the  President  that  no  opposi- 
tion should  be  made  to  Schofield's  confirmation,  but  that 
he  should  be,  on  his  own  request,  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand in  Missouri.  The  President,  1  presume,  in  his  desire 
for  peace  among  those  who  professed  to  be  loyal,  was  will- 
ing to  make  this  concession  ;  but  after  accepting  the  con- 
cession, these  parties  flewfrom  their  agreement,  under  the 
dictation  of  bolder  and  more  open  enemies  of  the  President 
and  his  Administration,  who  would  not  permit  the  oppor- 
tunity for  assailing  him  to  pass." 

The  language  is  no  less  a  personal  attack  upon 
the  four  radicals,  and  falsely  accuses  them  of  du- 
plicity. That  language  was  not  uttered  in  this 
House.  The  gentleman  so  far  forgot  the  rules  of 
propriety  as  to  take  advantage  of  the  courtesy 
extended  to  him  by  the  House — permission  to 
have  his  speech  printed — and  near  the  close  we 
find  the  words  of  personal  abuse  which  he  has 
condescended  to  use.  After  paying  his  attention 
to  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia who  is  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  who  has  in  no  instance  failed  to  give 
the  weight  of  his  vast  influence  in  favor  of  fur- 
nishing to  the  Government  all  the  men  and  money 
asked  for  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  and  then  hast- 
ily noticing  one  of  the  Missouri  Senators  and  a 
memorial  from  sixty-four  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri,  he  dwells  upon  a  protest  of 
four  Representatives  from  that  State  against  the 
confirmation  of  General  Schofield  as  a  major  gen- 
eral.    He  says: 

"I  do  not  mention  this  circumstance  to  commentonthe 
extraordinary  and  most  unbecoming  declaration  contained 
in  that  protest,  in  which  these  four  members  claim  to  be  the 
only  representatives  of  the  Union  men  of  Missouri." 

The  gentleman  is  not  sustained  in  his  assertion 
by  the  language  to  which  he  alludes.  'The  lan- 
guage is  to  be  found  in  thefirst  words  of  the  pro- 
Wst  referred  to,  as  follows: 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  representing  truly  loyal  congres- 
sional districts,  as  well  as  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,"  &c. 

We  do  nottheredeclare  weare  the  "only"  rep- 
resentatives of  the  loyal  citizens  of  Missouri.  If 
we  had,  why  did  not  the  gentleman  quote  the  lan- 
guage.' Why  merely  make  an  assertion?  Here 
is  the  protest  for  examination.  He  did  not  quote 
the  language  because  one  word  was  wanting.  If 
it  were  not  to  give  the  impression  desired  by  the 
gentleman,  why  did  he  supply  the  very  word, 
"only,"  and  falsely  put  into  our  mouths  a  word 
we  did  not  use  ?  He  says, "  claim  to  be  the  only 
representatives,"  &c.  He  must  either  suspect 
his  own  loyalty,  or  he  attempts  to  conceal  himself 
from  public  scrutiny,  lest  he  may  be  suspected 
by  othersonaccount  of  those  with  whom  he  sym- 
pathized and  affiliated  at  our  last  general  election, 
and  those  with  whom  he  now  associates.  It  is 
as  true  in  politics  as  in  morals  that  a-man's  char- 
acter is  known  by  the  company  he  keeps. 

Rut  he  says  he  mentions  the  protest  of  the  four 
radicals  "  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  '  a  covert 
assault'  upon  the  President,  under  the  pretext  of 
defeating  the  confirmation  of  General  Schofield;" 
and  argues  that  "  if  it  had  been  the  object  to  effect 
the  latter  purpose— the  defeat  of  General  Scho- 
field—this  paper  would  have  been  presented  in 


executive  sessiiio."  And  further,  that  "  the  me- 
morial and  [irotest  contained  only  matters  which 
had  been  previously  submitted  to  the  President 
by  a  great  committee  of  radicals,  which  visited 
Washington  for  that  purpose;  and  these  state- 
ments had  been  examined  into  by  the  President, 
who,  in  his  reply,  plainly  declared  that  he  did  not 
believe  them  to  be  true."  I  emphatically  deny 
that  the  President  made  any  such  declaration. 
His  letter,  bearing  dale  5th  October  last,  to  the 
radical  delegation,  through  its  committee,  will 
prove  the  truth  of  my  statement.  One  sentence, 
near  the  close  of  that  letter,  reads  as  follows: 

"  I  do  not  arraign  the  veracity  of  gentlemen  as  to  the 
facts  complained  of;  but  I  do  more  than  (juestion  thejudg- 
niciit  which  would  infer  that  those  facts  occurred  in  accord- 
ance with  the  purposes  of  General  Schofield." 

The  President  does  not  question  the  facts,  but 
the  argument  based  upon  them.  "  A  covert  as- 
sault upon  the  President!"  Well,  I  have  this  to 
say:  that  when  the  President  requires  protection 
from  the  assaults  of  others,  whether  they  be  "  cov- 
ert" or  undisguised,  he  had  better  call  for  vol- 
unteers from  among  those  who  occupy  before 
the  country  some  definite  position,  and  not  have 
himself  and  the  nation  dishonored  by  having  one 
amonghisbody-guard,apolitic£il  nondescript,  oc- 
cupying the  anonymous  position  of  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  Blair]  who  cannot  quite  make  up  his  mind 
to  fully  identify  himself  with  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  in  case  they  would  receive  him,  and 
whom  this  side  cannot  take  into  fellowship  or 
sympathy;  and  which  last  assertion  is  well  estab- 
lished by  the  result  of  the  vote  directly  after  his 
speech  was  delivered,  (for  his  sentiments  were 
repudiated  by  this  House  by  their  vote,)  and  fur- 
ther shown  by  his  most  signal  failure  to  have 
himself  made  chairman  of  a  special  committee  to 
investigate  the  corruptions  which  he  alleges  to  ex- 
ist in  the  Treasury  Department,  when  it  may  be 
presumed  that  members  considered  the  propriety 
of  ascertaining  and  judging  for  themselves  whether 
or  not  there  might  be,  as  the  inducement,  the  grat- 
ification of  feelings  of  personal  malignity.  "A 
covert  assault  upon  the  President!  It  was  a 
bold  assault  upon  General  Schofield,  in  defense 
of  the  loyalty  of  our  oppressed  State. 

As  to  presenting  the  protest  in  executive  ses- 
sion, I  have  to  say  that  "if  any  error  were  com- 
mitted by  which  that  protest  reached  the  Senate 
Chamber  and  was  then  presented  to  the  public 
gaze,  the  four  radicals  are  not  chargeable  with  it. 
Still,  I  think  there  was  no  error.  Facts,  such  as 
are  declared  in  that  protest,  should  go  before  the 
public,  be  read  and  known.  And  as  they  have 
not  been  successfully  contradicted,  they  will  be 
believed,  especially  as  they  are  now  a  part  of  the 
history  of  Missotwi. 

We  did  not  consult  Senator  Brown  about  that 
protest.  It  was  notaddressed  to  him,  but  to  Hon. 
Hannibal  Hamlin,  President  of  the  Senate.  If 
the  same  facts  had  been  "  previously  presented" 
and  not  believed  by  the  President,  it  was  the  more 
important  that  they  should  have  been  reiterated, 
and  in  such  thunder  tones  that  the  President  would 
arouse  to  a  full  appreciation  of  Missouri  affairs. 
It  was  important  that  the  sixty-four-gun  battery, 
manned  by  that  number  of  loyal  Senators  and 
Representatives  from  the  various  portions  of  Mis- 
souri, and  the  four-gun  battery ,  feeble-toned  as  the 
one  now  speaking  may  be,  sent  here  by  four  loyal 
districts  to  assert  the  rights  of  the  loyal  people  of 
the  State,  should  have  sent  forth  missiles,  not  at 
the  President,  but  at  whomsoever  would  place 
themselves  in  the  way;  such  missiles  that  the 
"judgment"  would  be  no  longer  "  questioned" 
which  "  would  infer"  that  the  "  facts  "existing  in 
Missouri  were  "  in  accordance  with  the  purposes 
ofGeneral  Schofield."  The  noise  of  those  batteries 
was  heard.  The  repetition  of  "  facts"  brought 
conviction  as  to  their  truth  and  respect  as  to  the 
"judgment;"  for  action  was  the  immediate  result. 
General  Schofield  was  immediately  relieved  of 
the  command  of  the  department  of  the  Missouri, 
and  ordered  to  go  where  he  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  win  his  laurels  before  wearing  them. 

But  the  tones  of  the  Missouri  batteries  spoken 
of  were  heightened  by  the  presence  and  terrible 
fire  of  one  of  six  guns  from  the  gallant,  loyal  State 
of  Iowa.  Those  guns  liave  in  their  composition 
no  metal  but  that  of  very  best  quality,  are  free 
from  blemish  or  tarnish,  and  their  caliber  of  the 
largest    kind.      That   battery    was    voluntarily 


brought,  by  those  who  so  ably  manned  it,  to  the 
aid  of  "  the  loyal  delegation  in  Congress  from  the 
State  of  Missouri."  I  will  here  produce  it,  that  it 
may  be  seen.     It  is  as  follows: 

HoosE  OF  Eepresentatives,  January  8, 1854. 
To  the  Loyal  Delegalio7i  in  Congress 

from  the  State  of  Missoiiri  : 
The  undersigned,  of  the  delegation  from  Iowa  in  Con- 
gress, and  whose  congressional  districts  border  some  three 
hundred  miles  upon  the  State  of  Missouri,  have  received 
information  which  gives  them  some  alarm  for  the  peace 
of  the  border.  These  representations,  from  responsible 
sources,  are  to  the  eflect  that  known  and  notorious  rebels, 
who  had  returned  from  the  rebel  armies  into  Missouri,  had 
been  furnished  with  arms  under  the  authority  of  Governor 
Gamble  or  General  Schofield,  and  actually  organized  into 
companies;  and  that  such  organizations  are  found  in  the 
counties  dangerously  near  the  State  line  of  Iowa.  A  few 
border  military  companies  exist  in  Iowa,  under  State  au- 
thority, barely  sutlicient  in  number  to  keep  the  peace  against 
rebel  syriipathizers  on  either  side  of  the  line.  Some  out- 
rages liavc  been  already  committed  in  the  southern  tier  of 
counties  in  Iowa,  indicatingthe  continued  existence  of  the 
rebel  secret  organizalions.  Our  constituents  are  tirnily  of 
the  opinion  that  tlic  tlireatened  danger  is  solely  attributable 
to  the  existing  regulations  in  Missouri,  which  keep  parties, 
loyal  and  disloyal,  anti-slavery  and  pro-slavery,  so  nearly 
balanced,  and  tlie  latter  so  well  armed,  that  affrays,  rob- 
beries, and  slaughter  may  at  any  time  break  forth,  not  only 
in  Missouri,  hut  across  the  border  in  our  State.  The  leel- 
ing  is  such  that  in  some  border  counties  of  Iowa,  we  are 
advised,  petitions  are  circulating  for  the  removal  of  Gen- 
eral Schofield,  to  whom  they  assign  the  responsibility  for 
this  perilous  condition  of  the  coterminous  territory. 

We  believe  that  permanent  peace  will  not  be  established 
there  until  one  party  or  tlie  other  in  Missouri,  pro-slavery 
or  anti-slavery,  disloyal  or  loyal,  shall  gain  an  acknowl- 
edged supremacy  in  authority  and  in  numbers.  We  ask 
you,  gentlemen,  who  have  the  right  to  be  heard  at  Wash- 
ington, to  counsel  measures  which  will  preserve  order  and 
law,  where  they  can  only  be  found,  under  the  control  of 
men  who  offer  (jlood  and  treasure  to  save  the  country,  not 
under  the  armed  interference  of  men  who  have  offered 
blood  and  treasure  to  destroy  the  country. 

The  feeling  in  our  districts  is  increasing  in  intensity. 
Our  people  resent  the  indignity  of  arming  again  their  old 
enemies  on  the  border;  and  we  warn,  through  you,  the 
State  you  represent  of  the  coming  danger,  if  the  enemy 
whom  our  troops  have  conquered  at  the  front  is  sent  to  the 
rear  only  to  be  rearmed  there  to  our  greater  peril. 
Weare,  very  resptctfuJIy,  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  A.  KASSON, Fifth  District. 

JAMES  F.  WILSON,  First  DUtrict. 

J.  li.  GRINNELL,  J'owriftjDistrirf. 
The  undersigned,  being  members  of  Congress  froni  the 
State  of  Iowa,  concur  in  the  foregoing  statements. 

H.  PRICE,  Second  District. 

W.  B.  ALLISON,  2'/iirrfX>is6«. 

A.  W.  HUBBARD,  Sixth  District. 

Observe,  if  you  please,  the  language.  Prom 
"  responsible  sources"  the  information  comes  that 
"  known  and  notorious  rebels"  returned  from  the 
rebej  armies  "had  been  furnished  with  arms  and 
organized  into  companies."  "  The  feeling,"  they 
say,  "in  our  districts  is  increasing  in  intensity. 
"  Our  people  resent  the  indignity  of  arming  again 
their  old  enemies. "  "  We  warn  you  of  the  com- 
ing danger." 

Here,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  an  indorsement  of  the 
truth  of  at  least  one  charge  against  General  Scho- 
field— that  of  arming  returned  rebels  and  their 
sympathizers. 

This  six-gun  battery  was  attacked  on  the  27tli 
ultimo  by  the  ex-major  general,  [Mr.  Blair,] 
who  supposed  it  was  in  "  a  trap,"  and  therefore 
that  he  could  capture  it.  But  suddenly  two  of  the 
guns  opened  on  him,  and  he  was  repulsed  with 
the  loss  of  several  feathers  out  of  his  cap.  la 
that  short  engagement  it  was  demonstrated  to  all 
spectators  that  that  battery  was  not  "  in  a  trap," 
but  stood  on  ground  where  they  were  prepared  to 
defend  their  veracity  and  judgment. 

"Yet,"  he  says,  "  the  President  is  arraigned 
upon  these  same  stale  and  discredited  statements." 
I  deny  it,  and  say  positively  the  words  "  Mr.  Lin- 
coln or  President"  are  not  used  from  the  begin- 
ningof  that  protest  to  the  ending;  are  not  used  in 
the  memorial  of  the  sixty-four  members  of  the  Mis- 
souri Legislature;  are  not  used  in  the  letter  of  the 
members  from  Iowa.  Why,  sir,  I  know  that 
Mr.  Lincoln  is  the  first  choice  of  soriie  of  the 
members  of  the  Missouri  Legislature  who  signed 
that  remonstrance.  The  name  of  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  appears  to  it;  and  he,  an  avowed  and 
acknowledged  radical,  came  from  his  chair,  took 
the  floor,  and  made  a  personal  defense  in  dl-bate 
of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  stated  emphatically  that  he 
was  for  hiin  first,  last,  and  all  the  time,  and  that 
his  hand  was  against  every  one  who  opposed  Mr. 
Lincoln.  And,  sir,  the  four  radical  members  on 
this  floor  were  not  sent  here  to  consume  the  time 
ofthis  House  in  talking  about  the  next  Presidency, 
when  the  people  will  utter  their  potent  voice,  re- 
gardless of  what  we  may  do.     If  we  want  toeu- 
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gage  ill  Prcsidrnl-making,  let  us  transact  what 
business  wu  liave  to  do,  and  go  liome  and  enter 
ihe  canvass,  and  talk  to  those  wlio  will  control 
this  whole  matler.  The  Iowa  members  have 
not  brought  the  presidential  question  before  the 
House;  but  one  of  them  informed  us,  in  reply  to 
the  ex-major  general,  that  Mr.  Lincoln  is  the 
choice  of  some  of  them  who  signed  that  letter. 
The  radicals  of  Missouri  are  not  all  opposed  to 
Mr.  Lincoln.  He  is  not  the  first  choice  of  a  por- 
tion of  them.  He  is  the  first  choice  of  others. 
Taken  from  one  of  the  leading  papers  of  that 
State,  the  Missouri  Democrat  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
from  the  editorial  column,  is  the  following: 

"As  to  Mr.  Lincoln  as  a  proposed  nominee,  we  stand 
wliere  we  stood  prior  to  tlie  eoiivoiition  wliicli  nominated 
liim  sonic  four  years  ago.  Having  candidly  expressed  a 
prel'erence,  we  are  rcatly  heartily  to  accept  the  candidate 
whom  the  convention  shall  select.  To  us  the  cause-is  every- 
thing, and  the  man— aside  from  his  will  and  power  to  pro- 
mote it — nothing.  Our  principles,  are  those  of  the  Union 
party  of  the  country,  and  llie  nominee  of  this  party,  stand- 
ing squarely  on  its  platform,  is  our  man.  Ijut  we  shall  not 
abet  in  any  course  involving  the  selection  of  the  man  first, 
and  then  the  necessity  ol  adjusting  the  platform  to  th-^  pre- 
selected man.  New  and  paramount  issues  have  been  cre- 
ated by  the  war,  its  fortunes,  and  its  progress,  and  as  to 
lliese  issues  in  the  choice  of  the  tiext  national  Adminis- 
tration, I  ho  will  of  the  people  must  be  heard." 

This  is  not  opposition  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  although 
another  may  be  the  first  choice.  I  will  insert  two 
extracts  from  another  radical  paper  of  Missouri. 
The  able  editor  is  almost  a  youth;  but,  sir,  the 
fiery  trials  to  which  the  people  of  my  State  have 
been  sulyected  have  aroused  the  people  to  a  sense 
of  their  condition  and  their  rights,  and  even  the 
boys  have  their  eyes  upon  our  public  servants. 
That  radical  young  editor  says: 

"As  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  but  few  will  deny  but  that  his  claims 
strongly  recommend  him  for'anothcr  term.  He  has  been 
tried,  and  he  has  proven  himself  the  man  for  the  position 
and  the  times." 

But  that  editor  does  not  seem  to  think  with  my 
colleague  from  the  fiist district,  [Mr.  Blair,]  that 
the  support  of  the  President  depends  upon  him; 
or,  in  other  word.s,  that  they,  the  President  and 
my  colleague,  [Mr.  Blair,]  are  one  and  insepa- 
rable, for  I  clipped  from  the  same  paper  and  num- 
ber the  following: 

"It  Is  difficult  to  tell  whether  he  [Mr.  Blair]  is  try- 
ing to  sell  out  to  the  Democrats,  or  whether  the  Democrats 
want  to  sell  out  to  him.  There  is  nothing  Frank  about  the 
gentleman  but  his  name.  At  any  rate,  there  seems  to  be  a 
desire  for  a  bargain  somewhere  in  the  premises,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  it  would  be  well  to  postpone  the  purchase  or 
sale  until  the  Committee  of  Elections  decides  whether  he 
Is  himself  entitled  to  his  scat,  or  whether,  as  his  contestant, 
Mr.  Knox,  avers,  he  is  not  here  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  'vote  early  and  vote  often'  principle." 

Upon  thesubjectof  thearraignmentofthe  Pres- 
ident in  that  protest,  the  gentleman  says,  "And 
that,  too,  after  an  agreement  was  hnd  with  the  Pres- 
ident that  no  opposition  should  be  made  to  Scho- 
field'sconfirmation."  Had  thegentleman  slopped 
there,  I  would  have  supposed  he  was  in  posses- 
sion of  something  that  may  have  transpired  be- 
tween the  President  and  the  Missouri  Senators, 
as  the  members  of  this  House  do  not  go  into  ex- 
ecutive session  to  confirm  or  reject  nominations 
for  major  generals.  Jf  any  agreement  wcie  made 
between  the  President  and  Senators,  I  have  never 
been  so  informed.  But  he  says,  "  These  parties, 
after  accepting  the  concession,  flew  from  their 
agreement  iiniler  the  dictatiot)  of  bolder  and  more 
open  enemies  of  the  President  and  his  Adminis- 
tration." "  These  parties"  include  the  four  rad- 
icals of  this  House  from  Missouri.  Other  col- 
leagues can  speak  and  have  spoken  for  themselves. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  pronounce  the  charge 
false.  I  have  never  conversed  with  the  President 
with  regard  to  such  an  agreement;  I  have  never 
written  to  him  on  the  subject;  1  have  never  author- 
ized any  individual  to  use  my  name  as  approving 
anything  of  the  kind.  Whenever  I  expressed  my 
own  feelings  on  the  subject,  it  was  in  opposition 
to  General  Schofii.'Id's  confirmation.  My  colleague 
from  the  first  district  cannot  prove  from  private 
or  public  source  the  truth  of  his  statementor  the 
falsity  of  mine. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  will  state  to  the 
gentleman  that  I  alluded  to  those  persons  in  the 
remarks  which  I  made  who  did  agree  as  1  have 
stated.  The  gontli'man  has  gone  out  of  his  wny 
to  dtfpiid  hiiiLself  here  when  he  was  not  impli- 
cated in  my  statement. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  I  appeal  to  the  House,  or  to 
those  who  have  read  my  collrague's  statement,  if 
the  protest  was  not  referred  to  as   tlic  protest  of 


the  four  Missouri  radicals.  He  charges  most 
falsely  and  basely  upon  the  four  Missouri  radicals 
infidelity  to  the  President.  He  may  not  havein- 
tended  to  refer  tome,  if  that  is  his  explanation.  1 
do  not  know  what  he  meant  to  say,  but  I  know 
what  is  the  implication  of  the  language  used  by 
him. 

He  says  "under  the  dictation  of  bolder  en- 
emies." I  received  no  "  dictations"  except  from 
a  sense  of  duty  to  loyalty  and  my  State.  And  I  do 
not  know  where  to  turn  to  find  a  "  bolder"  man 
than  my  colleague  here  on  my  right,  one  of  the 
four  radicals,  [General  Loan,]  unless  it  be  to  the 
gentleman  himself  from  the  firstdistrict,  whose  ef- 
frontery, which  is  defined  to  be  "  boldness  trans- 
gressing the  bounds  of  decorum,"  will  entitle  him 
to  that  distinction.  Such  boldness  is  befiltingly 
inscribed  upon  the  character  of  the  colleague  from 
the  first  district,  [Mr.  Blair.]  Sucii  boldness  well 
becomes  one  who,  with  "  renegade"  indelibly 
branded  upon  him,  and  so  legibly  that  "  he  who 
runs  may  read"  it,  can  publicly  denounce  others 
as  renegades,  (which  he  did  on  the  27th  ultimo;) 
well  becomes  one  who,  once  professing  and  be- 
lieved to  be  an  honest  supporter  of  Colonel  Ben- 
ton and  of  anti-slavery,  now  makes  a  retrograde 
movement  in  favor  of  the  enemy;  well  becomes 
one  who,  having  failed  to  make  a  successful  de- 
tour in  favor  of  the  enemy,  then  denounces  his 
former  allies  who  continue  to  advance  step  by 
step  upon  the  pro-slavery  foe;  and,  sir,  such  is 
a  fit  personage  to  desert  and  denounce  a  personal 
friend.  I  shall  in  few  words  therefore  discharge 
a  duty  which  it  is  my  pleasure  to  attempt,  to  my 
colleague  from  the  second  district,  [Mr.  Blow,] 
who  is  charged  with  having  been  a  persecutor  of 
Colonel  Benton,  and  pro-slavery  to  the  backbone. 
This  charge  is  made  against  the  four  radicals. 
As  for  myself,  1  can  say  I  never  desired  or  at- 
tempted to  make  a  political  record  until  this  re- 
bellion. I  did  not  sup[iort  Colonel  Benton,  but 
no  living  being  ever  heard  me  utter  one  word  in 
favor  of  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  secret 
chamber,  in  thesocial  circle,  or  in  public  debate. 
Slaveholder  as  I  have  been  and  am,  before  the  re- 
bellion I  have  so  far  as  I  could  whispered  to  known 
friends  my  aversion  to  it,  but  with  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  others  was  content  to  have  no  legal  in- 
terference where  itexisted.  From  the  commence- 
ment of  the  rebellion  until  now  I  have  been  a 
known,  avowed  enemy  to  it,  and  will  never  rest 
satisfied  for  vitality  to  remain  in  it  where  the  flag 
of  my  country  waves.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Blair] 
may  take  his  own  time,  and,  if  he  can,  produce 
evidence  to  the  contrary. 

Until  this  rebellion  1  do  not  know  the  senti- 
ments of  my  two  other  radical  colleagues,  [Mr. 
Loan  and  Mr.  Boyd.]  But  it  is  my  good  fortune 
to  know  something  of  my  frieftd  from  the  second 
district,  [Mr.  Blow.]  His  name  is  prominent 
upon  every  page  of  the  Freesoil  movement  in  Mis- 
souri. For  years  he  has  been  known  as  an  abo- 
litionist. He  was  black  above  the  knees  when  my 
toes  were  supposed  to  have  commenced  turning. 

In  1857,  a  resolution  declaring  emancipation 
ill  Missouri  unjust  and  inexpedient  was  intro- 
duced into  the  two  Houses  of  iheGeneral  Assem- 
bly. On  this  resolution  it  may  be  said  the  Free- 
soil  paiTy  of  Missouri  was  organized.  Mr.  Blow 
in  the  Senate  was  one  of  five  members  who  voted 
iigainst  it.  Senator  Brown,  in  the  Flouse,  made 
the  same  record.  The  country  will  not  find  among 
the  most  ardent  supporters  of  freedom  two  more 
constant  and  more  consistent  men.  Theirs  has 
been  a  record  of  progress.  To-day  they  occupy 
fiositions  eminently  due  for  services  in  the  glori- 
ous cause. 

Why,  the  colleague  from  the  first  district  [Mr. 
Blair]  well  knows  that  the  colleague  from  the 
second  district  [Mr.  Blow]  was  nominated  at  the 
first  Democratic  Freesoil  convention  ever  held  in 
St.  Louis,  when  he  himself  was  nominated  for 
Congress  and  my  colleague  from  the  second  dis- 
trict [Mr.  Blow]  for  the  State  Senate.  He  [Mr. 
F3laiii]  well  knows  that  my  colleague  from  the 
second  district,  [Mr.  Blow,]  ata  time  when  men  of 
unwavering  firmness  were  wanting,  in  the  spring 
of  18G1,  was  u  daily  counselor  of  the  noble  Lyon, 
and  encouraged  him  in  making  the  first  blow  at 
treason  in  our  State,  the  taking  of  Camp  Jack- 
son. He  [Mr.  Blair]  well  knows  that  his  [Mr. 
Blow's]  money  went  out  in  various  ways  in  aid 
of  tlie  Government  at  that  trying  time,  as  freely 


as  the  waters  passed  down  the  current  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. He  [Mr.  Blair]  well  knows  that  in 
St.  Louis  "  Blow  and  Benevolence"  mean  one  and 
the  same  thing.  He  [Mr.  Blair]  has  not  forgot- 
ten that  his  [Mr.  Blow's]  money  was  ever  at  his 
command;  that  it  was  lavished  upon  thegentle- 
man himself  and  his  regiment.  He  has  not  for- 
gotten that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Blow]  and  a  Ccw 
friends  presented  the  flag  of  his  regiment  that 
proudly  waved  at  the  taking  of  Camp  Jackson. 
Does  he  [Mr.  Blair]  not  remember  that  the  mag- 
nificent regimental  flag  of  his  own  [Mr.  Blair's] 
regiment  was  presented  by  his  colleague,  from  his 
own  means,  as  an  evidence  of  respect  to  bravery 
and  patriotism  .'  Can  he  [Mr.  Blair]  profess  igno- 
rance of  the  sympathy  of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Blow] 
for  the  cause  of  his  country,  when  it  cannot  have 
escaped  his  mind  that  when  he  addressed  a  letter 
to  his  colleague  and  Mr.  Filley,  "  that  his  men 
needed  shirts,  shoes,  and  hats,"  the  response  of 
his  colleague  [Mr.  Blow]  was  a  remittance  of  five 
hundred  flannel  shirts,  as  a  contribution  to  the 
Government,  for  which  he  has  never  asked  or  ex- 
pected payment  from  any  source? 

For  the  overflowing  of  benevolence,  from  the 
fullness  of  his  heart  sympathizing  with  the  brave 
men  and  with  the  Government,  it  is  the  fit  work 
of  one  who  has  turned  his  back  upon  his  prin- 
ciples to  attempt  to  tarnish  the  unstained  charac- 
ter of  his  friend  by  accusing  him  of  a  desire  to 
have  the  Government  defend  him  in  a  "lead-mine" 
speculation.  1  venture  this  assertion:  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Blair]  cannot  obtain  from  General 
Schofield  an  indorsement  of  the  truth  of  his  state- 
ment in  that  connection.  My  colleague  from  the 
second  district  forwarded  a  dispatch  to  destroy 
the  works  at  the  mines  to  prevent  the  rebels  from 
working  them,  which  dispatch  did  not  reach  its 
destination  in  consequence  of  the  wires  cut  be- 
tween St.  Louis  and  Springfield;  and  the  mines 
did  fall  into  rebel  hands,  and  yielded  the  very 
lead  that  has  been  sent  to  the  hearts  of  your  friends 
and  mine.  The  loss  was  about  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  if  his  own  dispatch  had  been 
obeyed  the  loss  would  have  been  !^150,000  more. 
The  working  of  those  mines  for  three  years  would 
have  yielded  a  fortune  of  $500,000.  Still,  1  speak 
not  disparagingly  of  others  when  I  say  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Blow]  has  been  the  most  prodigal 
citizen  of  St.  Louis  in  contributing  his  means  to 
the  support  of  the  Government.  To  attempt  to 
blacken  his  character,  therefore,  is  the  fit  work 
of  a  renegade;  as  we  were  informed,  "  one  rene- 
gade is  worse  than  ten  Turks."  It  is  the  fit  work 
of  one  who  could,  in  effect,  call  one  of  the  purest 
men  of  the  nation,  (Mr.  Chase,)  in  his  Library 
Hall, St.  Louis,  speech, a  "  rowdy"  and  "  black- 
guard"and  compare  him  to  JciT.  Davis,  and  when 
his  purposes  were  then  exposed,  so  that  he  could 
never  thereafter  satisfy  the  public,  to  plainly  in- 
timate on  this  floor,  of  the  same  distinguished 
personage,  (Mr.  Chase,)  that  he  did  not  possess 
the  "  instincts  of  a  gentleman."  It  is  proper  for 
him  [Mr.  Blair]  to  imply  that  the  President  is 
content  for  him  (Chase)  to  remain  and  disgrace 
the  nation,  if  thereby  he  will  sink  himself  deeper 
into  contempt.  As  to  the  question  of  veracity 
between  these  two  colleagues  [Mr.  Blair  and 
Mr.  Blow]  with  regard  to  the  secret  meeting  in 
St.  Louis  for  the  removal  of  General  Schofield,  I 
produce  the  evidence  that  my  colleague  from  the 
first  district  [Mr.  Blair]  did  participate  in  that 
meeting,  which  unanimously  passed  the  resolu-- 
tion  which  my  colleague  [Mr.  Blow]  referred  to. 
The  evidence  is  as  follows: 

"  Frank  Blair's  Honesty.— We  should  suppose  that 
Frank  Blair  would  have  remained  silent,  if  he  had  noth- 
ing but  a  denial  to  interpose  to  Mr.  Blow's  excoriation  re- 
garding his  action  in  asking  the  removal  of  General  Scho- 
field in  Aimust,  )86'2.  That  Mr.  Blow  was  right  in  charging 
his  gross  inconsistency  upon  Frank  Blair,  we  are  prepareil 
to  prove  ill  the  most  emphatic  manner;  and  in  the  face  of 
the  record  the  friends  of  the  latter  mustbeexeeedinaly  mor- 
tified that  their  champion  has  made  such  nn  egregious  fool 
of  himself  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  The  record  in  support 
of  Mr.  Blow  is  clear  and  perfect— it  clinches  his  statement 
with  the  strength  of  steel,  and  fixes  the  odium  of  falsehood 
on  Blair  indisputably. 

"  The  congressional  dispatches,  published  by  us  yester- 
day morning,  referring  to  the  House  piocredings  on  llie2.'}d, 
set  fiMtli  that  Mr.  Blow  eonoluiled  liis  reply  lo  Mr.  Blair. 
After  detailing  various  points  made  by  Mr.  Blow  in  his 
speeeh,  the  report  says: 

"'  Ho  referred  to  the  Schofield  matter,  and  charged  that 
while  Frank  Blair  Indorses  and  delends  General  Schofield 
now,  he  and  his  friends  had,  in  18l)-J,appiiinled  him,  Blow, 
clmliiuan  of  u  comniiucc  authorized  tu  prusviit  the  short- 
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comings  of  General  Scliofielil  to  tlie  President  and  pray  for 
liis  removal,  and  on  tliat  prayer  and  presentation  he  was 
removed. 

"  '  Hlair  denied  that  he  had  authorized  or  approved  any- 
thing of  the  sort,  and  said  tliatin  that  very  meeting  he  had 
defended  General  Schofield. 

"  '  Then  God  protect  me  from  such  defenders  as  you  were 
then  to  General  Schofield,  replied  Mr.  Blow. 

'"lie  then  went  onto  reiterate  his  charges, and  to  give 
the  names  of  the  parties  who  were  there,  and  to  say  that 
lie  would  leave  tlie  question  at  issue  between  them  to  the 
decision  of  Ulair's  own  friends. 
" '  To  this  Blair  had  no  reply  to  make.' 
"  Frank  Blair  denies  that  he  approved  of  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  which  passed  resolutions  in  1862  favoring  the 
removal  of  General  Schofield.  Tiie  proof  that  he  did  con- 
sists of  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  that  meeting,  of  wiiich 
John  How  was  president  and  P.  L.  Foy  was  secretary. 
Tliese  minntcs,  certified  to,  commence  as  follows  : 

"'At  a  private  meeting  of  well-known  and  thoroughly 
reliable  Union  meii,tl»e  n||nes  of  whom  are  appended,  and 
who  assembled  in  the  custom-house  building  on  the  4th 
of  August,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

"  '  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  gentlemen  be  requested 
to  go  to  Washington  city,  to  urge  upon  the  President  the 
appointment  of  a  commander -of  the  military  forces  of  tliis 
State,  who  will,  under  instructions,  act  with  vigor  in  sup- 
pressing the  guerrillas  of  this  State,  and  with  authority  to 
enlist  the  militia  of  the  State  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.' 

"  [The  balance  of  the  resolutions  refer  to  requests  to  have 
the  oath  of  allegiance  administered  to  bank  officers,  &c., 
and  to  the  discharge  of  the  reserve  corps  regiments.] 

•     John  How,  Thomas  S.  Nelson, 

O.  D.  Filley,  G.  Woerner, 

S.  T.  Glover,  I.  H.  Sturgeon, 

Hy.  Boernstein,       James  B.  Eads, 
Frank  P.  Blair,  jr.,    Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
-  H.  T.  Blow,  John  II.  Fisse, 

F.  A.  Dick,  John  H.  Lightner, 

Isidor  Bush,  P.  L.  Foy, 

Ben.  Farrar,  Barton  Able, 

Jas.  O.  Broadhead,   K.  J.  Howard. 
"  Further  comment  is  unnecessary." 

The  name  of  the  colleague  from  the  first  district 
[Mr.  Blair]  is  among  the  number.  The  resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  adopted.  What  then  be- 
comes of  his  [Mr.  Blair's]  statement  with  which 
he  attempts  to  falsify  the  word  of  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Blow.']  He  says  he  forwarded  the  following 
dispatch: 

St.  Louis,  Missouri,  August  12, 1862. 
Major  General  11.  W.  Halleck  : 

Nobody  is  authorized  to  ask  Schoficld's  removal  in  my 
name.  I  have  written  to  Hon.  Mr.  Blair  asking  that  liis 
powers  may  be  more  ample,  and  that  he  be  disembarrassed 
from  the  authority  of  Governor  Gamble. 

FUANIC  P.  BLAIR,  Jr. 

I  doubt  not  that  he  forwarded  the  dispatch. 
But  what  is  there  irreconcilable  in  it  and  his  col- 
league's statement  or  liis  vote  for  the  resolution  ' 
Consider  his  duplicity,  and  say  if  you  can  that  he 
was  not,  above  all  others,  the  vei-y  person  to  have 
voted  for  that  resolution,  and  the  next  hour,  in 
betrayal  of  his  friends,  to  have  sent  the  telegram 
to  General  Halleck,  that  the  way  might  be  opened 
for  himself  to  take  General  Schofield 's  place,  with- 
out appearance  on  his  part  of  a  dishonorable  con- 
nivance, and  to  have  written  to  his  brother  to  dis- 
embarrass General  Schofield  from  the  authority  of 
Governor  Gamble,  that  his  successor  might  be 
disembarrassed  also,  prepared  to  rule  Missouri 
with  the  iron  rod  that  he  now  hopes — if  conjectures 
be  true — to  have  placed  in  his  hand  as  next  Gov- 
ernor. 

My  colleague  from  the  first  district  has  much  to 
say  about  trade  regulations,  "trade  friends," 
"  trade  stores."  It  may  therefore  be  well  to  dis- 
play without  comment — for  they  are  a  comment- 
ary within  themselves — the  copies  of  a  certain 
"order"  and  certain  "invoice,"  and  which  will 
not  be  denied  to  be  trte  copies  of  tlie  originals,  to 
which  access  can  be  had  in  a  proper  manner. 
The  order  is  as  follows: 

Ueadquarteus  Second  Division 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Near  Vicksduko,  June  3,  1863. 
We  the  undersigned  officers  authorize  Michael  Powers 
to  procure  for  our  own  use  the  following  articles,  to  wit: 
.     Twenty-five  gallons  brandy,  each ;  twenty-live  gallons 
Whisky,  each;  twenty-five  half  barrels  aJe,  each;  IwiMity- 
four  boxes  Catawba,  each  ;  tweuty-fonr  boxe.s  claret,  good, 
each ;  thirty  boxes  Havana  cigars,  each  ;  two  dozen  bottles 
Boker's  bitters,  (genuine,)  each;  tvv(^nty  boxes  (Charles 
Farre)  champagne;  four  5-pound  bales  Virginia  smoking  to- 
bacco; twenly-five  boxes  canned  fruit. 

FUANK  P.  BLAIU,  Jr.,  Maj.  Gen., 

CoiiLmandinii  2t(  DivUion  \jlli  ^riny  Corps. 
E.  M.  }imh,'Cai,lain  ftml  Jl.  Q.  M. 
AKOP.N   It.  SMIi'll,  Caiitain,  C.  S. 
LOGAN  TOMl'KINS,  Jl,d-,le-camp. 
JOHN  J.  MAGUIUI::,  ^i,;-,/c-eain;/. 
R.  JOEL,  J-'irsl.Liciilrnatit  \{Hk  Missouri  Cav. 
W.   1).  GI!I^D;N,  Major  an,!  .^.Jl.  Q. 
E.  C.  FUANliL!N,'Sur-co«,  U.  S.  V. 
M.  A.  DOYLE,  JluU\c-cami>. 


The  invoice  is  as  follows: 

St.  Loois,  Missouri,  June  15. 
Mr.  Michael  Powers,  bought  of  David  Nicholson : 

113  Cases  Brandy,  225  gallons,  at  $4 $4.52 

165  Cases  Whisky,  225  gallons,  at  §3 495 

^25  Packages  Ale,  at  $6 1 ,350 

216  Cases  Catawba  Wine,  at  $4 864 

216  Cases  Claret  Wine,  at  $4 864 

270  Boxes  Cigars,  at  $2 540 

18  Cases  Bitters,  at  $7 126 

180  Cases  and  Baskets  Champagne,  ^$12 2,160 

225  Cases  Caimed  Goods,  at  $8 1,800 

1,628  $8,651 

It  is  only  necessary  to  say  they  did  not  reach 
their  destination.  Trade  regulations  prevented. 
Probably  $20,000  were  not  made.  IPoliticians 
should  have  some  honorable  way  of  making  bread 
and  meat  when  they  do  not  own  lead  mines.  Pi-ob- 
ably  there  was  an  interference  when  an  attempt 
may  have  been  made  to  smuggle  liquors  contrary 
to  existing  regulations.  Fortunes  in  anticipation 
from  sale  of  poor  whisky  at  rich  prices  may  have 
been  lost. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  ask  my  colleague 
if  he  does  not  know  that  the  order  which  he  has 
quoted  here  was  a  forgery  committed  by  one  of 
Mr.  Chase's  agents,  and  that  its  publication  was 
procured  by  another  of  Mr.  Chase's  agents,  who 
knew  it  to  be  a  forgery,  in  a  paper  which  was  in 
the  pay  of  Mr.  Chase.  The  whole  thing  can  be 
traced  to  malice  and  malevolence.  It  is  acknowl- 
edged now  to  have  been  a  forgery  on  the  part  oT 
these  two  agents  of  Mr.  Chase. 

I  was  in  the  field  doing  my  duty  when  these 
miserable  miscreants  committed  this  forgery  which 
the  gentleman  parades  here.  I  suppose  he  has 
seen  the  denunciation  of  that  pretended  order  as 
a  forgery  in  a  St.  Louis  paper,  and  he  may  have 
all  the  credithe  can  get  for  circulating  the  forgery 
of  Mr.  Chase's  agents. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  Will  my  colleague  give  us 
the  name  of  the  person  he  alludes  to.' 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  allude  to  Mr. 
Bonner. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  I  have  seen  the  printed  cor- 
respondence on  tiiis  subject  between  the  gentle- 
man's friends  and  the  friends  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  I  am  confirmed  in  the  belief  that 
I  have  given  the  correct  and  fair  interpretation  of 
this  whole  matter.  I  shall,  with  great  pleasure, 
at  any  time,  acknowledge  the  error  if  the  gentle- 
man will  convince  me  of  it;  but  he  docs  not  con- 
vince me  by  the  remarks  he  has  now  made. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  tell  thegentleman 
that  I  have  the  admission  of  Mr.  Bonner  himself 
that  he  knew  it  was  a  forgery  at  the  time  he  pub- 
lished it. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  If  thegentleman  will  get  his 
written  admission  and  produce  it  to  me,  I  will 
withdraw  and  retract  what  I  have  said  about  this 
matter. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  but  a  minute  or 
two  of  time  allotted  me.  I  desire  to  say  that  I 
have  given  the  character  of  the  politicians  who 
are  endeavoring  to  rule  Missouri  as  well  as  I 
could  in  one  hour.  It  would  require  another 
hour  to  give  them  what  they  do  not  desire,  jus- 
tice. Former  pro-slavery  and  former  anti-slavery 
leaders  have  united  (as  the  two  I  have  exhibited 
here  to-day)  to  preserve  slavery  as  long  as  pos- 
sible. You  see  the  work  in  which  the  earnest 
men,  the  radicals,  who  are  determined  to  destroy 
this  accursed  institution  by  the  roots,  and  the  re- 
bellion which  has  grown  from  it,  have  been  and 
are  engaged,  and  whom  they  have  to  encounter. 
You  see  that  the  old  extremes  in  Missouri  have 
met,  and  by  calling  for  help  from  the  rebels  and 
sympathizers,  hope  to  accomplish  their  nefarious 
purposes.  You  saw  them  on  this  floor  on  the 
1st  instant  united  against  the  establishment  of  a 
Freedmen's  Bureau,  a  measure  at  once  .enlisting 
the  sympathies  of  the  patrioticand  philanthropic. 
Both  colleagues,  from  the  first  and  sixth  districts, 
voted  in  the  negative  with  the  opposition  side  of 
this  House.  Is  that  to  be  considered  as  indica- 
ting the  sentiments  of  the  President  on  this  great 
question } 

Nothing  will  show  more  clearly  to  the  nation 
the  present  position  of  both  these  gentlemen  and 
their  friends  on  the  slavery  question,  than  to  here 
give  the  ordinance  passed  by  the  Missouri  State 
convention,  which  they  both,  as  well  as  their 
friends,  auy  adjusted  the  question  of  emancipa- 


tion in  a  manner  which  should    afford   general 
satisfaction.     Section  two  is  as  follows: 

"That  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  except  for  the 
punishment  of  crime,  shall  cease  to  exist  in  Missouri  on 
the  4th  day  of  July,  1870,  and  all  slaves  within  the  Stftte  at 
that  day  are  hereby  declared  to  he  free :  Prodded,  however, 
That  all  persons  emancipated  by  this  ordinance  shall  remain 
under  the  control  and  be  subject  to  the  authority  of  their 
late  owners,  representatives,  and  assigns  as  servants  during 
the  following  periods,  to  wit:  those  over  forty  years  of 
age  (on  4th  July,  1870,)  for  and  during  their  lives;  those 
under  twelve  years  (on  4th  July,  1870,)  until  they  arrive  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years  ;  and  those  of  all  other  ages 
until  the  4th  day  of  July,  1876.  The  persons  or  their  legal 
representatives,  who,  up  to  the  moment  of  emancipation, 
were  the  owners  of  the  slaves  thereby  freed,  shall,  during 
the  period  for  which  the  services  of  such  freedmen  are  re- 
served to  them,  have  the  same  authority  and  control  over 
the  said  freedmen,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  posses- 
sion and  services  of  the  same,  that  are  now  held  absolutely 
by  the  master  in  respect  of  his  slave:  Provided,  however. 
That  after  the  said  4tli  day  of  July,  1870,  no  person  so  held 
to  service  shal^be  sold  to  a  non-resident  of,  or  removed 
from,  the  Stale  of  Missouri  by  the  authority  of  his  late  owner 
or  his  legal  representative." 

Transpose  the  language  without  destroying  the 
signification,  and  it  would  read  thus:  "  provided 
all  slaves  over  forty  years  of  age  on  4th  ^ay  of 
July,  1870,  shall  serve  as  slaves  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  they  shall  be  fi-ee;"and  the  younger 
ones  in  proportion.  And  hereitwill  beobserved 
that  after  4th  day  of  July,  1870,  those  slaves  can- 
not be  removed  from  the  State,  but  that  there  is 
nothing  in  that  ordinance  which  these  gentlemen 
approve  to  prevent  their  removal  prior  to  that 
time  to  Kentucky  or  elsewhere. 

Could  the  advocates  of  such  an  emancipation 
ordinance  as  pronounces  men  absolutely  free  at  the 
termination  of  their  lives  be  expected  to  favor  any- 
thing ennobling  .-'  Would  they  not  be  expected 
to  misrepresent  every  act  and  expression  of  their 
earnest  opponents,  which  they  are  doing.'  They 
misrepresent  at  Washington  that  the  President 
may  continue  to  bestow  official  patronage  on  their 
semi-rebel  friends;  and  misrepresent  in  their 
speeches  that  they  may  add  to  their  strength  in 
Missouri.  They  even  accuse  us  radicals  of  speak- 
ing disparagingly  of  the  militia  of  Missouri.  It 
is  false,  utterly  so,  except  so  far  as  relates  to  what 
are  called  the  Paw-Paws,  about  whom  I  have  no 
time  to  speak.  The  other  militia  contain  the  true 
men,  the  noble,  the  brave,  the  determined,  in  one 
word  the  radical,  who,  in  less  than  twelve  months 
will,  through  immediate  emancipation, place  their 
beloved  State  in  her  pathway  to  that  greatness 
which  freedom  alone,  under  God's  blessing,  can 
give.  They  belong  to  that  increasing  body  of 
earnest  men  now  engaged  in  fighting  the  great 
moral  battle  which  will  disenthrall  the  minds  of 
the  oppressed  everywhere,  and  establish  univer- 
sal freedom  by  knocking  the  fetters  from  every 
slave. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  propose  to  dispense  with 
the  first  reading  of  the  bill,  and  to  have  it  now  read 
by  sections  for  amendment. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  read  by 
sections  for  amendment. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  desire  to  make  a  single  re- 
mark on  the  clause,  "  for  expenses  of  heating  and 
ventilating  apparatus,  $1C,000."  I  avail  myself 
of  the  opportunity  to  express  a  hope  that  those 
who  have  charge  of  this  room  will  regulate  its 
ventilation  in  some  way  or  other,  so  that  mem- 
bers shall  not  be  exposed  to  sickness  from  hav- 
ing to  breathe  this  impure  atmosphere.  It  seems 
to  me  that  this  room  is  most  unhealthy.  I  hope 
that  hereafter  we  will  be  permitted,  in  some  way 
or  other,  to  see  the  light  of  day  by  opening  the 
halls  in  front,  and  having  this  room  ventilated. 
I  wish  those  who  have  charge  of  it  to  take  the 
subject  into  consideration. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  know  how  it  can  be 
well  done  without  remodeling  the  design  and  re- 
moving the  walls.  I  always  thought  that  the  plan 
was  bad;  but  without  breaking  that  wall  I  do  not 
know  how  it  can  be  improved. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  should  be  delighted  if  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
would  use  his  great  influence  in  this  House  to 
procure  members  fresli  air  while  we  are  in  ses- 
sion.    It  can  be  done  by  removing  that  wall. 

Mr.  STEVENS.    But  that  would  be  expensive. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  lluinan  life  is  a  great  deal  more 
valuable  than  money.  That^440,000thiownaway 
in  the  eleven-million  loan  voted  the  other  day, 
would  have  gone  along  way  in  defraying  the  cost. 

I  move  to  strike  out  all  the  items  from  line  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  to  line  three  hundred 
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and  forty-five,  being  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Treasury  Department.  I  make  tlie  proposi- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  ground  that  the  De- 
partment of  the  Treasury  is  making  money  enough 
to  pay  its  own  expenses,  and  tlierefore  docs  not 
need  any  appropriation  for  contingent  expenses. 
I  am  aware  that  this  is  a  heavy  charge  to  make 
against  a  Department  of  the  Government.  And 
yet  it  is  not  a  charge  criminating  that  Department, 
because  if  it  makes  money  it  does  so  in  an  hon- 
orable way. 

In  order  to  establish  the  fact  that  the  Treasury 
Department  is  making  money  enough  to  clear  its 
expenses  without  the  necessity  of  asking  for  an 
appropriation,  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  official  report  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
Stales  on  March  1,  and  particularly  to  the  last 
item  of  that  report.  Of  the  six  per  cent,  five- 
twenty  bonds  there  were  issued  ot^the  10th  of 
March,  by  this  official  statement,  $510,165,446 — 
$10,165,446  beyond  what  the  act  creating  the  is- 
sue of  five-twenties  allowed.  On  the  1st  of  March 
last  the  value  of  these  bonds  in  the  market  was 
lOTpeiicent.  In  other  words,  |J100  worth  of  Uni- 
ted States  l)onds  was  worth  $107  in  the  New  York 
market.  The  interest  on  these  bonds  from  the 
1st  of  November  to  the  1st  of  March  was  four  per 
cent.  Four  per  cent,  profit  on  $10,000,000  is 
$400,000.  Four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  there- 
fore, the  Treasury  Department  has  made.  It 
ought  therefore  to  be  able  to  defray  all  its  contin- 
gent expenses  without  any  appropriation  what- 
ever by  Congress. 

The  law  authorizing  that  over-issue  passed  tltis 
House  on  the  2d  or  3d  of  March,  and  it  did  not 
become  a  law  till  the  4th  of  March.  But  here, 
by  an  official  record  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, without  law,  above  law,  in  devotion  only  to 
the  liigher  law,  the  bonds  have  been  issued,  and 
the  act  of  Congress  was  the  merest  formality,  the 
most  indescribable  farce  in  which  Congressmen 
ever  engaged,  for  the  bonds  were  issued  at  the 
time,  and  were  in  the  hands  of  the  owners.  Here 
is  the  official  record  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury himself,  that  on  the  1st  of  March  there  had 
been  issued,  of  the  six  per  cent,  five-twenties, 
$510,165,446.  The  profits  to  the  Treasury  under 
that  issue  have  been  over  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  enough  to  provide  for  all  its  contingencies 
without  a  farthing  of  appropriation  whatever  from 
us.  I  repeat  that  I  think  this  $440,000  will  be 
amjjly  sufficient  for  this  purpose,  and  I  therefore 
move  to  .strike  out  all  these  items  for  the  contin- 
gencies of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  A  single  word  will  answer 
all  the  gentleman  has  said.  Suppose  all  this  money 
has  been  made  by  the  Treasury  and  put  into  it, 
we  are  passing  a  law  to  lake  it  out.  There  are  a 
great  many  other  ways  by  which  money  has  gone 
into  the  Treasury  besides  the  one  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  pointed  out,  but  even  if  he  is  correct 
in  his  statement  wc  must  pass  appropriations  to 
take  it  out,  and  there  is  no  other  way  of  getting 
it  out.  That  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  all  the  gen- 
tleman has  said. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  As  the  gentleman  tells  us  that 
what  he  has  said  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  what  I 
have  said,  I  suppose  I  ought  to  be  satisfied. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  move  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  of  the  bill: 

For  compo.nsailon  of  additional  clerks  in  the  Goneral 
Lnnd  Oflicc,  under  tlio  act  of  3d  March,  1855,  granting 
liouMly  land,  and  for  laborers  employed  therein,  ,^'58,400 : 
Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  at  Ills  discro- 
(ion,  shall  he,  and  lie  is  hcreliy,  authorized  to  use  anypor- 
lion  of  said  appropriation  for  piece-work,  or  by  the  day, 
week,  month,  or  year,  at  .such  rate  or  rates  as  he  may  deem 
just  and  fair,not  exceeding  a  salary  of  ;JI,200  per  annum. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  is  not  an  appro- 
priation required  by  law,  but  one  which  may  be 
used  by  the  Secretary  of^  the  Interior  is  his  dis- 
cretion for  the  employment  of  additional  clerks. 
These  clerks  do  not  stand  on  the  same  footing  with 
those  regularly  employed,  and  are  only  authorized 
in  case  their  services  may  be  necessary. 

It  will  be  olj.served  that  the  object  of  this  ap- 
propriation originally  wa.s  to  facilitate  the  issue 
of  hind  warrants  under  the  act  of  1855,  to  carry 
out  the  great  land-warrant  bill  of  that  year.  At 
that  time  these  additional  clerks,  for  which  this 
appropriation  of  $58,000  wa.s  originally  made,  was 
manifestly  necessary.  But  every  gentleman  u|ion 
this  floor  knows  that  the  purpose  for  which  this 
additional  clerical  force  was  dcuigncd  has  ceased 


to  exist.  That  branch  of  the  public  service  has 
already  performed  its  mission.  I  presume  no  gen- 
tleman connected  with  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  will  pretend  to  assert  before  the  H<Hise 
and  country  that  there  is  now  the  same  reason 
existing  for  this  appropriation  that  existed  at  the 
time  the  law  was  passed  authorizing  these  tem- 
porary clerks. 

It  is  a  very  common  occurrence  to  get  an  ap- 
propriation for  additional  clerical  force  under  the 
pretense  that  they  are  to  be  only  temporary,  but 
any  such  temporary  increase  always  becomes  a 
permanent  charge  upon  the  country  until  such  time 
as  Congress  may  by  law  arrest  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  insist  that  this  appropriation  ought 
not  to  be  made.  It  is  certainly  a  well-known  fact 
that  the  business  of  that  Department  has  very 
much  declined  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  and  especially  is  the  labor  employing  this 
large  additional  force  under  the  act  of  1855  not 
longer  required  by  the  public  service. 

The  Department  of  the  Interior  is  undoubtedly 
conducted  as  well  as  any  other;  but  while  this 
fact  is  true,  and  while  it  is  true  that  the  gentle- 
man who  is  at  the  head  of  that  Department,  and 
his  Assistant  Secretary,  are  two  of  the  very  best 
officers  employed  by  the  Government, 'yet  that  is 
no  argument  whatever  for  ingrafting  these  most 
expensive  features  of  past  legislation  upon  our 
appropriations  for  a  Department  for  which  there 
can  be  no  pretense  of  public  necessity,  while  our 
public  exigencies  require  retrenchment,  and  I 
therefore  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  Is  raise  my  voice 
against  any  unnecessary  appropriation  not  con- 
nected with  tlie  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
Government.  In  respect  to  them,  the  most  ex- 
travagant appropriations  would  seem  to  be  jus- 
tified by  the  wants  of  the  public  service.  But 
when  it  comes  to  a  purely  civil  Department  of  the 
Government,  the  business  of  which  has  been  di- 
minished instead  of  increased,  I  am  for  retrench- 
ment. And  it  docs  seem  to  me  that  the  pledges 
made  to  the  country  when  this  Administration 
catne  into  power  of  retrenchment  and  reform  ought 
to  be  complied  with. 

1  trust  it  will  be  considered  that  this  appropri- 
ation, irregularly  made  for  a  force  of  clerics  then 
temporarily  required  by  the  Interior  Department 
to  carry  out  the  act  of  1855,  is  not  now  required 
by  the  public  service. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Although  this  paragraph  of 
the  bill  does  not  show  how  these  clerks  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  1855  are  to  be  employed,  I  will 
remark  that  it  is  not  for  these  extra  bounties  to 
which  the  act  of  1855  refers;  but,  sir,  the  appro- 
priation is  for  the  employment  of  clerks  in  the 
General  Land  Office. 

Now,  sir,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  since  we 
have  ceased  selling  the  public  lands,  the  business 
of  that  DepartiTient  instead  of  diminishing  has 
largely  increased.  Why,  sir,  within  two  months 
time  prior  to  the  meeting  of  tliis  Congress  no  less 
than  two  million  acres  of  the  public  lands  were 
entered  as  homesteads,  requiring  the  entire  atten- 
tion of  all  the  surveyors  and  clerks  in  getting  out 
the  titles  to  these  lands. 

Perhaps  there  never  was  before,  in  two  months, 
since  this  country  has  been  in  the  habit  of  dis- 
posing of  these  lands,  so  many  entries  made. 
Strange  as  it  may  seem,  more  money  was  brought 
into  the  Treasury  under  that  operation  than  when 
the  land  was  entered  at  $1  25  an  acre.  After  those 
persons  who  had  chosen  to  make  homesteads  had 
settled  upon  the  lands,  it  required  a  residence  of 
five  years  by  our  law  before  they  can  get  a  title, 
unless  they  pay  the  price  for  the  land.  I  am  in- 
formed that  111  a  large  number  of  casi's  these  per- 
sons having  taken  liomesteads  and  again  desiring 
to  sell  and  relocate,  which  they  cannot  do  until 
Ihcy  get  a  title,  have  ]3aid  for  the  hinds.  In  that 
way  we  get  more  money  into  the  Treasury  from 
the  sale  rff  jjublic  lands  than  ever  before. 

It  is  necessary,  in  order  to  perfi;ct  these  titles, 
that  this  additional  number  of  clerks  should  be 
continued.  1  hope  that  this  explanation  is  satis- 
factory. It  was  new  to  me  when  I  came  to  con- 
sider it.  1  am  glad  our  people  arc  going  out  to 
make  homesteacls  in  such  great  number  us  they 
appear  to  have  done  even  during  this  war. 

The  nmendrnent  was  rejected. 

The  Clerk  reuj,  as  follows: 

For  rent  of  .>jurvoyor  (;eneral'.s  office  in  the  Territory  of 
Idaho,  fuel,  books,  stationery,  and  other  incidental  cx- 
pciiscH,  .fJjOOO. 


Mr.  BROOKS.  It  is  now  too  late  to  control 
the  disposition  of  the  public  lands  to  railroads 
and  actual  settlers;  but  I  avail  myself  of  this  op- 
portunity to  say  that  with  an  enormous  public 
debt,  which  is  daily  increasing,  it  does  seem  to 
be  proper  at  least  that  those  to  whom  we  give  the 
public  lands  should  bear  the  necessary  expenses 
of  surveys,  &c.  Since  the  organization  of  these 
new  Territories  the  expenses  of  managing  the 
public  lands  have  largely  increased,  and  one  of 
the  largest  items  is  that  for  the  survey  of  the  pub- 
lic lands.  As  these  lands  are  given  away  to  rail- 
roads and  individuals,  it  seems  to  me  that  they 
should  at  least  pay  expenses. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  believe  our  law- now  pro- 
vides for  that;  that  every  man  who  becomes  enti- 
tled to  a  homestead  pays  for  ilesS  surveys.  They 
pay  ten  dollars  each  whether  they  complete  their 
title  by  residence  or  payment  of  money. 

As  1  said  before,  a  large  part  of  the  lands  en- 
tered as  homesteads  is  paid  for,  and  the  title  ob- 
tained at  the  old  rates.  We  are  therefore  re- 
ceiving, as  gentlemen  will  read  from  the  report, 
more  than  will  pay  all  expenses. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 
For  propagating  garden  :  • 

For  propagation  and  distribution  of  valuable  plants,  cut- 
tings, and  shrubs,  namely:  For  labor,  repairs  of  old  propagat- 
ing house,  new  propagating  liouse,  rebuilding  shop,  and 
for  purchase  of  trees,  cuttings,  vines,  and  bulbs,  $1U,800. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  add  the  following 
proviso: 

Provides,  That  such  trees,  cuttings,  vines,  and  bulbs,  so 
purchased,  or  whicli  shall  be  propagated,  shall  be  such  as 
are  adapted  to  general  cultivation,  and  to  promote  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  horticulture  and  agriculture  throughout 
.the  United  States. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  that  the  appropria- 
tions in  this  bill  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
amount  to  $130,800.  Until  the  last  year  the  ap- 
propriation was  from  thirty  to  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars. I  am  not  going' to  propose  to  reduce  the 
amount.  I  did  not  think  it  was  wise  to  organize 
this  Department,  knowing  that  the  expenses  would 
be  largely  increased.  This  Department  is  in  oper- 
ation, and  I  should  deem  it  unwise  t(S  cripph;  its 
usefulness. 

The  proviso  I  ofTer  is  a  reenaclment  of  one  in 
former  laws  prior  to  the  organization  of  this  De- 
partment. This  is  an  appropriation  of  $10,800 
for  propagating  trees,  shrubs,  bulbs,  &c.,  for  dis- 
tribution. My  proposition  is  to  limit  the  trees, 
shrubs,  vines,  and  bulbs  to  those  intended  forgen- 
eral  cultivation  throughout  the  United  States.  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  wise  or  proper  for  us  to  go  into 
expenses  for  the  propagation  of  fancy  varieties 
of  shrubs  and  flowers,  or  to  propagate  varieties 
exclusively  intended  for  hot-houses.  I  do  not 
Icnow,  if  the  condition  of  the  country  would  admit 
of  it,  but  that  it  would  be  proper  to  appropriate 
$10,800  for  keeping  up  and  perpetuating  some- 
thing of  the  kind:  1  refer  to  the  botanical  garden 
to  tlie  west  of  the  Capitol. 

1  think  it  is  well  enough,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, to  perpetuate  that  feature;  but  I  do  not 
want  to  see  any  other  system  built  up.  I  insist 
that  the  Agricultural  Department  shall  confine  it- 
self to  its  legitimate  business — the  encouragement 
of  horticulture  and  agriculture  for  the  whole  Uni- 
ted States.  Therefore  I  submit  this  amendment; 
and  I  trust  that  gentlemen  will  notice  that  it  simply 
reenacts  what  has  heretofore  been  the  law,  and 
requires  that  the  trees,  shrubs,  bulbs,  &e.,  shall 
beof  the  characterintended  far  general  cultivation. 
We  cannot  afford,  and  the  country  cannot  afford, 
to  cultivate  a  few  trees,  shrubs,  and  vines  for  here 
and  there  a  green-house  for  gentlemen  of  elegant 
leisure.  Therefore  I  insist  that  this  money  shall 
be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  country, 
and  not  for  the  benefit  of  a  favored  class  who  may 
have  hot-houses  and  green-houses,  for  the  purpose 
of  gratifying  their  refined  and  cultivated  taste. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  proposeto  ofTeranamend- 
menl  as  a  substitute  for  the  whole  matter  in  refer- 
ence to  the  subject  of  agriculture.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  to  withdraw  his  amendment 
in  order  that  the  committee  may  act  upon  the 
amendment  I  propose  to  ofTcr.  It  will  reduce  the 
appropriation  much  more  than  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  only  objection  to  that 
i.s,  if  the  committee  should  decline  to  strike  out, 
and  insert  the  amendment 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Then  thegcntleman  can  offer 
hie  amendment. 
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Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  1  will  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: _ 

Pages  28  and  29,  strike  out  from  line  six  hundred  and 
sixty  to  line  seven  liundred,  Inclusive,  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following: 

For  compensation  of  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,$3,000. 

For  compensation  of  chief  clerk,  $2,000. 

For  compensation  of  botanist  and  entomologist,  $2,000. 

For  compensation  of  statistical  clerk,  $1,800. 

For  compensation  of  six  clerks  of  class  first,  $7,200. 

For  compensation  of  three  clerks  of  class  second,  $4,200. 

For  compensation  of  three  clerks  of  class  tliird,  $4,800. 

For  compensation  of  one  messenger,  $600. 

For  compensation  of  two  laborers,  $800. 

For  collecting  agricultural  statistics,  $5,000. 

For  purchase  of  cereals,  vegetable  and  flower  seeds, 
$30,000. 

For  seed  room : 

For  compensation  of  superintendent,  ^1,400. 

For  compensation  of  two  clerks  of  class  first,  $2,400. 

For  labor  in  putting  up  and  sending  seeds,  $12,000. 

For  seed  bags,  coal,  gum,  pacliing  paper,  and  miscella- 
neous items,  $8,800. 

For  propagating  garden  : 

For  labor,  repairs,  and  the  purchase  of  trees,  cuttings, 
vines,  and  bulbs,  $5,000. 

For  liorse-keepiiig,  seeds,  manure,  and  tools,  $1,000. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  know  how  difficult  it  is 
to  call  the  attention  of  this  House  to  anything  in 
relation  to  economy.  In  all  my  service  here  I 
believe  I  have  not  been  distinguished  for  finding 
fault  with  even  liberal  appropriations — certainly 
not  for  carping  at  little  things.  But  being  placed 
upon  the  committee  whose  duty  it  is  to  find  ways 
and  means  for  carrying  on  the  Government,  I 
confess  I  find  it  less  difficult  and  more  consistent 
with  what  I  conceive  to  be  my  public  duty  to  en- 
deavor to  save  money  than  to  increase  taxation, 
and  thereby  add  to  the  existing  burdens  of  the 
country.  For  this  purpose  I  propose,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, as  will  be  seen,  that  we  shall  appropriate 
precisely  this  year  what  we  appropriated  last  year 
for  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  no  more. 
I  think  that,  if  prudently  managed,  is  amply  suf- 
ficient to  carry  out  the  ideas  of  Congress  upon 
this  subject,  and  leave  the  Department  able  to  do 
all  it  has  heretofore  done;  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
instead  of  leaving  the  matter  loosely,  as  it  is  now 
left  by  law,  I  propose  to  have  these  employes  of 
that  Department  classified. 

I  may  say  I  was  instructed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  prepare  an  amendment 
wliich  should  strike  out  the  draughtsman  and" 
translator  and  assistant  chemist,  and  also  to  reduce 
theappropriationfor  the  purcliase  of  a  library  from 
|5,000  to  §1,000,  and  also  to  strike  out  entirely 
this  new  proposition  for  an  experimental  gar- 
den. 

Having  said  thus  much,  I  leave  the  subject 
for  the  committee  to  determine.  I  believe  that  it 
would  be  wise  for  us  to  confine  the  appropriation 
to  the  amount  that  we  have  heretofore  appropri- 
ated, and  no  more. 

AMember.  What  is  the  excess  over  the  usual 
appropriation.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  About  sixty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  When  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment was  first  established  it  received  |i90,000 
to  start  with,  and  we  made  some  appropriations 
in  the  deficiency  bill  for  that  year.  The  head  of 
that  Department  was  before  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  although  we  sought  to 
find  some  points  in  his  estimate  which  he  would 
deem  might  be  reduced,  yet  he  convinced  me  that 
th£re  were  no  parts  of  it  that  could  be  omitted 
without  injury  to  the  public  service  and  to  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country.  He  cer- 
tainly adhered  to  his  estimates  as  at^olutely  ne- 
cessary, and  1  cannot  perceive,  after  the  thorough 
examination  we  gave  to  the  subject,  that  he  is 
wrong.  He  is  enlarging,  to  be  sure,  the  sphere 
of  his  operations  very  considerably.  He  is  intro- 
ducing new  subjects.  He  is  bringing  from  abroad 
a  larger  amount  of  cei-eals  and  other  things  which 
come  within  his  Department. 

There  has  also  been  a  large  increase  in  the  price 
of  such  articles,  and  the  increase  in  price,  espe- 
cially abroad,  makes  it  necessary,  if  this  Agri- 
cultural Department  is  to  be  fostered,  that  we 
should  make  an  increased  appropriation. 

Now,  sir,  of  all  the  expenses  of  this  Govern- 
ment, I  do  not  believe  there  is  to  be  found  any- 
where an  expenditure  of  |,150,000  that  is  so  use- 
ful tothe  nation,  and  that  carries  its  benefits  home 


so  completely  to  every  man  in  the  country,  as  the 
appropriations  for  this  Department. 

I  am  sorry  that  my  friend  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
Morrill,]  who,  I  know,  is  always  anxious  for 
economy,  should  strike  at  the  agricultural  in- 
terest of  the  country.  Let  him  strike  at  the  law, 
at  the  judiciary;  let  him  strike  anywhere  else, 
but  I  pray  him  spare  the  agriculturists.  My  con- 
stituents are  mainly  agriculturists,  and  if  there 
is  any  one  thing  in  which  they  feel  more  interest 
than  anything  else  connected  with  the  Govern- 
ment, it  is  this  thing.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
amendment  of  my  friend  from  Vermont  will  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  have  examined  with  consid- 
erable interest  the  items  to  which  my  friend  from 
Vermont  objects.  I  have  not  sufficiently  exam- 
ined the  operation  of  his  amendment,  however, 
to  know  exactly  to  what  items  it  applies.  But, 
with  the  bill  before  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee, 1  will  call  attention  to  three  or  four  items 
which,  in  my  judgment,  may  be  safely  modified 
without  detriment  to  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  country. 

As  is  well  known,  sir,  I  represent  a  district  al- 
most as  exclusively  agricultural  and  as  sincerely 
and  earnestly  interested  in  the  operations  of  this 
Department  as  perhaps  any  other  in  the  United 
States.  I  have  every  desire  to  make  it  effective, 
and  effective  in  the  highest  degree,  and  my  vote 
shall  at  all  limes  be  given  to  sustain  it  in  a  proper 
degree  of  efficiency.  But  I  now  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  two  or  three  items 
which,  in  my  judgment,  may  be  diminished,  and 
which,  if  my  views  prove  agreeable  to  the  com- 
mittee, will  somewhat  materially  reduce  the  ag- 
gregate of  the  appropriations  for  the  Department 
without  impairing  its  efficiency. 

in  line  six  hundred  and  sixty-four  of  the  bill,  for 
instance,  you  will  find  an  item  for  compensation  of 
clerks,  draughtsmen,  assistant  chemist,  translator, 
messenger,  &c.,  of  §29, 400.  By  turning  to  the  esti- 
mates, page  64,  you  find  that  §2,000  of  that  is  asked 
for  salary  df  a  botanist,  and  §2,000  for  salary  of  an 
entomologist.  I  propose  to  combine  those  two  of- 
fices in  one.  A  very  admirable  and  competent  gen- 
tleman, who  is  a  professor  in  the  Maryland  Agri- 
cultural College  near  us,  has  for  some  time  past 
been  employed  in  the  Agricultural  Department, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  accomplished  men  I  ever 
knew  in  my  life  in  ccmnection  with  these  subjects. 
1  propose,  therefore,  as  he  is  competent  for  both 
positions,  that  we  combine  the  offices  of  botanist 
and  entomologist  at  a  salary  of  §2,000,  and  that 
will  reduce  this  item  by  §2,000. 

The  next  item  embraces,  among  other  things, 
an  estimate  of  salary  of  translator  at  §1,200.  I 
found  no  difficulty  in  an  Executive  Department, 
I  am  not  aware  that  any  other  has  any  difficulty, 
in  employing  a  clerk  who  is  a  German,  a  French- 
man, a  linguist,  acquainted  sometimes  with  three 
or  four  languages,  and  employing  him  as  clerk 
with  the  occasional  service  necessary  for  him  to 
render  as  translator.  I  found  no  difficulty  in  the 
Executive  Department  with  which  I  wasconnected 
in  procuring  a  clerk  at  anytime,  when  there  was 
a  necessity  for  it,  who  could  translate  foreign  lan- 
guages. I  propose,  therefore,  to  leave  the  Agri- 
cultural Departmental  liberty  to  employ  a  clerk 
acquainted  with  foreign  languages,  instead  of  mak- 
ing an  additional  appropriation  for  a  translator  as 
such.     That  will  reduce  the  item  again  §1,200. 

I  find  also  on  page  64  of  the  estimates  an  esti- 
mate forsalary  of  disbursingclerk, §1,800.  That, 
I  am  confident — and  it  was  clear  to  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
— is  unnecessary.  The  mistake  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Agriculture  arises  from  considering  this 
as  a  Department  independent  entirely  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior;  and  from  supposing  that, 
like  other  Departments,  he  must  have  a  disburs- 
ing clerk,  although  his  force  is  very  small,  and 
can  be  paid  by  the  existing  machinery  of  the  In- 
terior Department.  The  officeof  disbursing  clerk 
is  entirely  unnecessary.  Striking  out  this  item 
will  reduce  the  appropriation  again  §1,800. 

Passing  on  to  line  six  hundred  and  seventy  of 
the  bill  there  is  an  item  for  collecting  agricultural 
statistics.  By  turning  to  the  same  page  of  the 
book  of  estimates,  64,  you  will  find  it  stated  in 
this  way:  "  For  collecting  agricultural  statistics 
in  twenty-three  loyal  States,  §23,000."  This  I 
understand  to  be  tho  collection  of  those  statistics 


wliich  used  to  be  published  monthly  by  the  Agri- 
cultural Department,  and  which  arc  useful.  They 
are  now,  however,  published  once  in  two  months. 
I  submit  to  the  better  judgment  of  the  committee 
that  probably  §15,000  would  be  enough  for  the 
collection  and  printing  of  these  statistics. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Is  not  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  mistaken  as  to  the  object  of  this  appropria- 
tion ?  Is  not  the  appropriation  of  §23,000  de- 
signed to  pay  authors  for  various  articles  fur- 
nished to  the  agricultural  report? 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  cannot  state  positively,  ex- 
cept that  if  it  is  so  it  is  a  misnomer;  for  these 
are  essays  on  agriculture,  while  in  the  estimates 
furnished  the  Commissioner  styles  it  "  for  collect- 
ing agricultural  statistics  in  twenty-three  loyal 
States." 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  was  going  to  remark  that 
we  used  to  appropriate  §9,000  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  for  these  agricultural  essays,  and  I  sup- 
pose this  was  intended  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  KASSON.  In  whichever  case  it  may  be 
considered,  I  submit  to  the  committee  that  prob- 
ably §15,000  would  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  rea- 
sonable expenditure  for  this  purpose  during  the 
coming  year.  Many  gentlemen  are  quite  willing 
to  furnish  these  essays,  as  it  is  a  mark  of  honor 
to  them,  and  of  general  interest  to  the  country 
which  they  represent. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa,  if  he  proposes  to  move  an 
amendment  to  carry  out  his  various  propositions, 
will  leave  that  item  separate  from  the  rest.  It 
appears  to  me  that  it  is  a  very  important  item  for 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  whereas 
many  of  his  other  amendments  are,  I  think,  de- 
cided improvements. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  will  cheerfully  wait  for  that 
purpose.  I  am  now  running  over  the  bill  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  it  as  a  whole, 
not  intending  to  take  the  floor  again  on  the  subject. 

Passing  to  the  next  item,  "  for  purchase  of  li- 
brary, §5,000,"  I  believe  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  was  agreed,  as  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,  tliat  §1,000  would  probably 
meet  the  necessary  demands  for  that  purpose  for 
the  coming  year. 

Then,  "for  the  purchase  of  a  laboratory,"  it 
was  deemed  by  me,  and  also  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  I  think,  that  the  beneficial 
effects  of  this  were  not  so  patent  immediately  as 
to  require  us,  in  this  time  of  war,  to  establish  a 
division  of  duty  for  pure  experiments. 

These  are  the  items  and  the  only  items  to  which 
I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  call  the  special  atten- 
tion of  the  committee;  and  if  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  shall  fail,  I  shall  ask 
the  committee,  going  over  it  item  by  item,  to  make 
the  changes,  or  most  of  them,  which  I  suggest. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Before  the  question  is  taken 
on  substituting,  it  will  be  proper  for  niy  friend 
from  Iowa  to  move  his  amendments  to  perfect  the 
original  bill,  because  the  substitute  may  or  may 
not  be  agreed  to.     I  believe  that  is  parliamentary. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  will  remark  that  the  entire 
appropriation  under  this  heading  in  this  bill 
amounts  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  estimates,  if  corrected  as  I  pro- 
pose, would  effect  a  reduction  of  about  twenty 
thousand  dollars  in  that  amount,  without,  I  think, 
diminishing  at  all  the  efficiency  of  that  Depart- 
ment, which  I,  in  common  with  others,  would  be 
very  reluctant  to  do.  For  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  sense  of  the  House,  I  will  now  move  to  amend 
the  firstitem,to  which  I  have  referred,  by  inserting 
in  line  six  hundred  and  sixty-two,  after  the  word 
"  botanist,"  the  word  "  and,"  and  by  reducing 
the  appropriation  from  §11,000  to  §9,000.  The 
paragraph  then  would  read,  "  for  compensation 
of  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  chief  clerk,  bot- 
anist and  entomologist,  and  chemist,  §9,000." 

Mr.  THAYER.  1  understand  that  the  appro- 
priation which  is  now  proposed  is  a  very  large 
increase  upon  that  of  last  year.  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  is  expedient  at  the  present  time  to  enlarge 
the  appropriations  in  any  Department  in  which 
necessity  does  not  imperatively  require  it.  I  do 
not  perceive,  for  instance,  why  at  a  time  like  the 
present,  when  the  resources  of  the  Government 
are  taxed  to  their  utmost  capacity,  when  every 
possible  means  are  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  money  to  carry  on  the  war,  wc  should  in- 
dulge ourselves  in  the  luxury  for  example  of  a 
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Professor  of  Bug-ology,  [laughter,]  or  why  nny 
new  schemes  of  an  experimciUal  character,  and  1 
may  add  of  an  expensive  characier,  should  be  in- 
troduced to  add  to  the  necessarily  great  burdens 
to  whicii  this  country  is  subjected  by  reason  of 
the  war  which  is  being  waged  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Government  and  the  Union.  And  while, 
sir,  in  times  of  peace  and  prosperity  I  would  go 
as  far  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  could  ask  me 
to  go,  in  appropriations  for  thi§  Department, which 
has  always  been  a  favorite  Department  with  this 
House  and  the  Government,  I  believe  the  present 
time  calls  upon  us  most  imperatively  to  retrench 
all  unnecessary  expenditures. 

Sir,  I  do  not  know  an  agricultural  constituency 
represented  upon  this  floor  which  would  find  fault 
with  its  Representative  here  for  insisting  upon 
this  measure  of  economy  in  the  present  crisis  of 
our  national  affairs.  These  districts  have  noth- 
ing to  gain  by  extravagant  appropriations  for 
this  purpose;  because  every  dollar  of  lavish  or 
unnecessary  expenditure  which  is  made  here  they 
are  to  be  taxed  to  make  good  at  a  time  when  the 
public  taxation  is  by  reason  of  our  national  ne- 
cessity as  great  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  Un- 
der these  circumstances  I  say  there  is  no  constit- 
uency, whether  agricultural  or  otherwise,  which 
would  find  fault  with  us  for  insisting  upon  a  rea- 
sonable economy  in  this  Department  in  common 
with  all  the  other  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

At  a  time  when  the  people  of  this  country  are 
obliged  to  resort  to  personal  economy  inorderto 
meet  the  constant  drafts  whicli  the  Government 
is  making  upon  them  in  the  way  of  taxation;  at 
a  time  when  we  are  looking  in  every  possible 
quarter  to  raise  the  revenue  required  to  carry 
on  the  war,  whicli  is  the  great  necessity  for  the 
revenue  necessary  to  sustain  the  armies  of  the 
Government,  and  which  is  necessary  in  order  to 
achieve  victories  by  those  armies  which  is  neces- 
sary to  maintain  the  very  life  of  the  Government;  I 
say  when  a  great  impending  necessity  requires 
every  man  in  these  States  to  exercise  an  extraor- 
dinary economy  in  order  to  meet  the  demands 
which  are  daily  made  upon  him  in  order  that  the 
integrity  of  the  country  may  l)e  preserved  and 
the  dignity  and  authority  of  the  Governmentmay 
be  maintained — I  say  at  such  a  time  as  this  I  am 
opposed  to  any  additional  and  unnecessary  ap- 
propriations, whether  in  the  Agricultural  or  any 
other  Department. 

I  do  not  see  why,  in  a  time  like  this,  when  so 
much  economy  as  is  admitted  on  all  sides  is  re- 
quired, when  the  Government  itself  is  obliged  to 
resort  to  every  available  means  to  raise  money  to 
pay  the  soldiers  and  to  defray  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  war,  an  additional  burden  should 
be  placed  upon  the  people  in  the  way  of  an  ad- 
ditional appropriation  to  this  or  any  other  De- 
partment. I  am  therefore  in  favor  of  cutting  down 
this  appropriation  to  the  lowest  possible  point. 
If  1  do  not  vote  for  a  retrenchment  in  these  ex- 
penditures beyond  what  has  heretofore  been  made, 
1  certainly  will  not  vote  for  an  addition  to  those 
expenses  beyond  what  it  has  been  the  custom 
liitherto  to  impose. 

I  do  not  believe  the  people  of  this  country  look 
to  their  Representatives  upon  this  floor  for  appro- 
priations nominally  in  their  favor  which  can  only 
result  in  increased  taxation  upon  them.  1  believe 
we  shall  best  meet- the  views  of  our  constituents, 
whether  those  constituents  be  agricultural  or  oth- 
erwise, by  economy  in  the  admmistration  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  by  cutting  down  every  appropriation, 
by  curtailing  every  expenditure  in  connection  with 
the  civil  branches  of  the  Government,  in  order 
that  the  whole  energy  of  the  Government  and  the 
whole  resources  of  the  people  may  be  devoted  to 
the  great  cause  which  now  absorbs  the  interests 
ar)d  the  welfare  of  the  country,  namely,  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  Government  itself.  For  these  rea- 
sons I  shall  support  the  substitute  which  has  been 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont. 

i\lr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  am  happy  to  hear  anything  that  sounds  like  a 
disposition  to  economize  coming  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  and  I  assure  gentlemen  there 
arc  claims  before  this  House  that  will  call  for  the 
application  of  that  principle — claims  which  are  to 
squander  millions  of  the  money  of  the  people.  1 
am,  iiowcver,  Hr)rry,  sir;  that  almost  the  first 
I'petcli  in  favor  of  economy  that  has  been  made 


from  that  quarter  should  be  applied  to  an  appro- 
priation for  the  benefit  of  agriculture.  The  com- 
mercial results  for  the  last  few  years  have  shown 
that  it  is  the  agrfcultural  interests  of  the  country 
which  have  sustained  us  in  prosecuting  this  war, 
which  have  supplied  the  material  for  exchange, 
and  which  have  kept  up  our  credit.  For  one  I  will 
join  hands  with  gentlemen  in  anything  that  looks 
like  economy,  real  economy;  but  I  cannot  join 
with  them  in  this  instance  in  saving  a  few  paltry 
thousand  dollars  which  are  to  be  devoted  to  the 
encouragement  of  the  agricultural  interest,  and 
which  constitute  the  only  encouragement  the  agri- 
cultural interests  can  receive  from  Congress.  I 
cannot  join  with  gentlemen  in  any  such  move- 
ment, i  hope,  so  far  as  these  items  are  concerned, 
while  we  shall  expend  no  unnecessary  sum.  Con- 
gress will  recognize  the  fact  that  the  vast  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  country  receive  only  these 
few  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  results  of  these 
experiments  are  not  only  of  great  advantage  to 
them,  but  of  great  indirect  advantage  to  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  country  itself.  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
spirit  applied  to  this  bill  which  will  induce  the  cut- 
ting off  of  a  single  item  which,  considered  in  itself, 
may  be  meritorious. 

Mr.  THAYER.  The  gentleman  from  Wiscon- 
sin has  raised  an  issue  with  me.  He  will  never 
find  in  me,  I  will  not  say  an  enemy,  but  one  who 
will  never  be  found  cool  toward  the  agricultural 
interest  of  the  country.  There  is  no  man  here 
who  docs  not  recognize  it  as  the  great  predomi- 
nating interest  of  the  country.  Although  the  gen- 
tleman undertakes  to  champion  it  on  this  floor,  I 
will  tell  him  that  he  does  not  surpass  in  his  zeal 
for  that  interest  any  other  member  of  this  FIousc. 

Everybody  recognizes  the  importance  of  the 
agricultural  interest,  but  that  is  not  the  question 
before  the  Flouse,  and  it  is  by  no  rxise,  no  ad  cap- 
tandwn  speeches  on  the  subject  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  agricultural  interest  that  the  views  I  have 
presented  to  the  House  are  to  be  answered.  We 
do  not  propose  to  attack  the  agricultural  interest; 
what  we  propose  is  simply  such  a  retrenchment 
in  the  expenses  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
at  the  present  time  as  will  save  the  Government 
the  sum  of  $G0,000.  They  are  the  few  paltry 
thousands  of  dollars  to  which  the  gentleman  re- 
ferred. They  are  thousands  which  will  to  that 
extent  relieve  the  taxpayers  among  the  gentle- 
man's constituents.  They  are  thousands  which 
will  do  much  toward  equipment  and  supplies  for 
troops.  It  is  a  sum  of  money  which  if  saved  will 
be  well  applied  to  carrying  on  the  war,  and  will 
to  that  extent  relieve  those  who  have  to  pay  the 
enormous  taxes  that  the  war  has  entailed  upon 
the  country. 

I  do  not  understand  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  makes 
any  attack  upon  this  great  interest.  His  prop- 
osition, as  I  understand  it,  is  to  take  from  the  bill 
before  the  House  a  considerable  number  of  items 
the  omission  of  which  will  in  nowisedisastrously 
aflfect  that  interest.  They  are  items  which  it  occurs 
to  my  judgment  can  be  well  dispensed  with  at 
the  present  time.  There  is  nota farmer  from  the 
Penobscot  to  the  Mississippi  who  will  feel  the 
dropping  of  any  one  of  the  items  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  proposes  to  drop.  There  is  no  one 
who  will  be  injured  by  that  retrenchment,  and  so 
much  money  will  be  saved  to  the  Treasury.  It 
is  an  economy  which  we  are  bound  in  the  present 
exigency  of  our  affairs  to  exercise.  I  will  vote 
for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CLAY.  1  cannot,  for  my  life,  understand 
the  action  of  gentlemen  upon  my  right.  They 
get  up  and  profess  to  be  great  friends  of  agricul- 
ture and  of  the  farmer,  and  yet  whenever  we  come 
to  a  vote  in  this  House,  we  find  those  same  gen- 
tlemen arrayed  against  the  agricultural  interest. 
My  friend  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  the  other 
day  spoke  and  voted  against  giving  to  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  a  few  additional  rooms  to 
occupy;  rooms  whicli  gentlemen,  by  going  there, 
may  see  filled  uj)  with  old  chairs  and  tables  and 
furniture  entirely  out  of  use,  and  belonging  to  the 
Government.  Still  these  gentlemen  voted  to  keep 
them  in  that  condition  and  refused  to  give  them 
to  the  Agricultural  De])arlment,  and  yet  at  the 
.game  time  tlu:y  professed  to  be  great  friends  of 
agriculture.  If  that  ia  a  specimen  of  the  gentle- 
niuii's  friendship  for  agriculture,  I  shall  in  the 
future  very  much  doubt  his  sincerity. 


Now,  what  is  the  proposition  before  the  com- 
mittee.' To  cut  off  nearly  all  this  appropriation 
for  the  Agricultural  Department,  to  derange  the 
whole  system,  and  to  make  one  man  fill  two  or 
three  oflioes — to  have,  as  the  gentleman  says,  the 
linguist  and  clerk  both  combined  in  one  man. 
How  can  he  perform  his  duties,  having  two  or 
three  differentkindsofbusiness  thrown  upon  him.' 
Although  gentlemen  may  be  disposed  to  econo- 
mize, as  I  am,  yet  I  think  they  begin  at  the  wrong 
place.  We  are  discussing  here,  from  day  to  day, 
at  a  very  heavy  expense  to  the  country,  subjects 
upon  which  no  legislative  action  is  proposed  to 
be  based — mere  political  matters  in  which  one  gen- 
tleman tries  to  get  the  advantage  of  his  colleague 
in  his  position  at  home.  Here  is  where  gentle- 
men had  better  commence  to  economize.  If  gen- 
tlemen do  not  want  an  Agricultural  Department, 
and  are  disposed  to  cripple  it  in  every  way,  they 
had  better  abolish  it  at  once.  If  they  want  such 
a  Department,  let  it  be  respectable;  let  it  be  in 
accordance  with  the  pride  and  standing  of  a  great 
nation  like  this.  When  gentlemen  want  to  raise 
taxes,  the  very  first  thing  done  in  this  House  is 
to  strike  at  the  farmers;  and  the  agricultural  inter- 
est of  the  farmer  is  taxed  to  raise  revenue.  I  have 
never  yet  heard  a  farmer  grumble  at  these  appro- 
priations made  for  his  benefit. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  desire  simply  to  say  to  the 
gentleman  that  the  present  bill  increases  the  ap- 
propriation over  what  it  was  last  year  $65,700; 
and  what  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont proposes,  is  to  cut  down  the  appropriation 
to  the  figures  of  last  year.  He  does  not  intend 
to  reduce  it  below  that  amount. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  understand  the  appropriation 
of  last  year  did  not  meet  the  expenses  of  the  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  THAYER.  They  were  not  as  great  as 
the  appropriations  in  this  bill  by  §(55,700. 

Mr.  CLAY.  Yus,butif  I  understand  the  mat- 
ter, we  have  had  to  make  up  a  deficiency  in  a  sup- 
plemental bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Lastyear  we  werponly  grad- 
ually'proceeding.  We  made  a  little  larger  ex- 
penditure than  the  year  before,  and  we  made  up 
the  deficiency  this  year.  The  Department,  find- 
ing great  advantage  from  their  course  last  year, 
propose  to  enlarge  somewhat  more  their  opcra- 
.  tionsforthe  benefit  of  the  country,  and  1  think 
more  for  their  benefit  than  all  else  that  has  been 
done,  or  will  be  done,  by  this  Congress. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman  a  fact 
which  occurred  in  my  State.  Congress  took  it 
in  hand  to  encourage  the  agricultural  interest,  and 
a  few  farmers  in  our  country  desired  to  improve 
their  stock  of  cattle,  and  took  steps  accordingly. 
The  result  has  been  that  the  average  value  of  the 
cattle  in  those  counties  into  which  the  importa- 
tions were  made  was  twenty-three  dollars  ahead, 
while  in  the  other  counties  the  valuation  of  cattle 
was  only  |2  50a  head;  so  gentlemen  can  see  the 
effect  of  encouragingagricultural  interests.  Where 
farmers  have  had  assistance  in  carrying  on  their 
operations,  the  taxable  property  has  increased  in 
proportion.  It  raises  the  wealth  of  the  whole 
country. 

But  now,  sir,  we  are  creating  bureaus  and  add- 
ing to  these  Departments  for  all  sorts  of  purposes. 
For  instance,  here  is  this  "  Frecdmen's  Bureau," 
for  which  you  have  been  appropriating  money 
and  taxing  us,  for  the  piu'pose  of  collecting  per- 
sons in  large  camps  without  doing  any  good  wliat- 
ever  to  the  country,  and  whoare  producing  noth- 
ing, and  keeping  tliem  in  idleness;  taking  them 
from  their  homes  and  putting  them  in  large  camps 
and  paying 'large  salaries  to  men  to  su]5criniend 
them,  when  it  can  be  of  no  benefit  under  heaven 
to  the  country  or  to  those  persons  themselves. 

Instead  of  reducing  these  appropriations,  in  my 
judgment  they  ought  to  be  enlarged.  The  other 
day  we  had  to  ask  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion to  publish  the  agricultural  report  of  thi^  De- 
partment. Yon  go  to  the  expense  of  getting  up 
the  book,  and  when  the  information  is  accumu- 
lated, you  then  refuse  to  distribute  the  knowledge 
acquired  to  the  people,  but  let  it  lie  in  the  Depart- 
ment. That  docs  not  seem  to  mc  to  be  wise  or 
judicious  legislation. 

Sir,  it  is  much  easier  for  the  Government, 
whicli  has  agents  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world, 
to  collect  seeds  and  plants  and  bring  them  to  thio 
country  so  that  we  can  ascertain  what  is  suitable 
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for  its  various  sections,  than  it  would  be  for  pri- 
vate individuals  throughout  the  country  to  do  it. 
The  common  farmer  cannot  run  all  over  Europe 
to  select  what  seeds  and  plants  are  adapted  to  his 
section  of  the  country.  It  can  be  much  more 
easily  done  by  the  Government  itself.  The  dis- 
tribution of  these  things  is  of  great  benefit  to  the 
country.  It  tends  to  increase  the  agricultural  prod- 
ucts of  the  country,  instead  of  leaving  our  lands 
to  deteriorate  and  wear  out,  until  finally  we  shall 
have  to  emigrate  to  some  other  country. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  this  amendment  to  re- 
duce the  appropriation  is  wrong,  and  as  a  farmer 
I  appeal  to  the  House  not  to  neglect  the  farming 
interest  of  the  country,  but  to  aid  and  assist  it  by 
all  possible  and  legitimate  means. 

Mr.  KASSON.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
is  no  more  anxious  for  the  success  of  this  Depart- 
ment than  I  am,  and  I  have  hitherto  always  found 
myself  voting  with  him  to  promote  its  efficiency. 
But  I  desire  to  call  his  attention  to  the  specific 
points  suggested  by  me,  and  to  inquire  of  him  in 
reference  to  the  first  amendment  now  before  the 
committee, why  weshould  notemployagentleman 
now  in  the  Agricultural  Department  who  is  both 
botanist  and  entomologist  for  the  present  in  that 
combined  capacity,  and  thus  save  |2,000  in  that 
one  item  .■'  Ti>at  is  the  practical  point.  I  will 
vote  to  employ  both  officers  if  it  be  necessary  for 
the  efficiency  of  the  Department,  but  if  he  knows 
of  any  reason  why  one  man  should  not  discharge 
the  duties  of  botanist  and  entomologist,  I  should 
be  glad  to  be  enlightened. 

Mr.  CLAY.  1  will  answer  the  gentleman  by 
saying  that  the  business  of  a  botanist  is  quite  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  an  entomologist.  1  do  not 
know  whether  the  knowledge  of  the  two  sciences 
is  combined  in  any  one  man,  and  hence  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  practicable  or  not. 

Air.  KASSON.  1  am  acquainted  with  a  man 
who  is  familiar  with  both  subjects.  I  have  seen 
his  drawings,  and  I  know  that  you  cannot  find 
two  men  whom  you  can  employ  at  a  combined 
salary  of  ^4,000  who  would  be  more  competent 
to  do  the  work  than  the  one  gentleman  who  is 
now  in  the  office. 

1  know  also  that  the  subjects  of  botany  and 
entomology  run  together.  The  character  of  the 
vegetables  and  the  character  of  the  insects  that 
destroy  them  in  agricultural  practice,  and  the  prac- 
tical benefits  to  agriculture,  run  together,  and  if 
we  have  a  man  who  can  discharge  the  duties  of 
both  offices,  why  should  we  pay  |2, 000  extra  for 
what  you  are  now  getting  for  ^2,000? 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  is 
o*ie  thing  more  than  another  that  I  thank  God 
for,  it  is  that  I  am  not  compelled  here  to  make  a 
speech  or  a  motion  for  buncombe.  I  am  ready 
to  trust  my  fortunes  with  my  constituents  in  re- 
lation to  any  votes  that  I  give  or  any  motions  that 
I  make  here.  I  know  tlieyare  not  to  be  deceived 
by  professions  of  peculiar  friendship  expressed 
by  gentlemen  on  the  one  side  of  the  House  or  the 
other,  and  they  know  the  difference  between  a 
moderate  sum  economically  expended  and  a  large 
sum  squandered.  They  know  tiie  difference  be- 
tween spending  $150,000  on  office-holders  here 
and  an  expenditure  which  gives  them  a  substan- 
tial benefit. 

I  am  sincerely  desirous  that  we  shall  confine 
this  appropriation  to  the  same  amount  which  was 
appropriated  last  year,  and  in  order  to  do  that  I 
have  excluded  from  my  amendment  many  items 
that  are  in  the  printed  bill.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  item  for  a  chemist.  The  original  bill  organ- 
izing this  bureau  only  provided  for  the  employ- 
ment of  a  chemist  from  time  to  lime,  and  there  is 
none  now  in  the  Department.  If  we  employ  a 
chemist  at  all,  one  month's  service  in  the  year  of 
the  chemist  will  be  enough  for  the  requirements 
of  the  Department.  Nobody  will  pretend  that  a 
chemist  can  be  constantly  and  profitably  em- 
ployed. A  repetition  of  the  stale  experiment  of 
making  sugar  from  the  sirup  of  sorghum  is  no 
longer  needed. 

Now,  take  the  question  of  entomologist.  We 
have  an  employe  who  also  renders  outside  service 
us  a  professor.  The  whole  amount  of  his  wOrk 
is  for  himself,  and  notfor  the  Government.  The 
chief  of  the  Department  was  before  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  as  the  chairman  has  stated; 
and,  on  inquiry,  wc  found  that  this  professor  had 
made  drawings  and  submitted  them  to  the  chief. 


He  showed  how  handsoma  they  were,  but  on  the 
first  inquiry  we  found  that  the  United  States  were 
to  have  no  property  at  all  in  the  plates,  and  that 
they  were  to  be  engraved  for  his  own  private  use 
hereafter. 

Now,  take  this  item  of  $23,000  for  agricultural 
statistics.  There  is  not  a  farmer  in  my  country 
who  would  not  furnish  all  the  statistics  of  which 
he  is  possessed  without  any  charge  at  all.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  so  throughout  the  whofe  country.  If 
that  item  be  appropriated,  it  will  be  expended  for 
something  more  than  is  expressed  in  the  bill.  I 
do  not  see  that  anything  but  postage  is  here  re- 
quired. As  has  been  already  stated ,  we  have  ap- 
propriated for  a  deficiency  in  this  Department. 
In  ordinary  times,  were  a  deficiency  to  occur  of 
this  character  in  a  civil  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  should  consider  the  chief  of  that  De- 
partment deserving  of  impeachment.  Whatbusi- 
ness  has  the  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
to  go  on  andexpend  thousands  of  dollars  without 
any  authority  of  law? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  wish  to  ask  my  colleague 
on  the  committee  whether  there  is  a  single  De- 
partment of  the  Government  that  does  not  every 
year  ask  for  deficiencies.'' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  time  of  war  it  may  be 
necessary  for  the  War  Department  or  the  Navy 
Department,  and,  possibly,  for  some  other  De- 
partment, to  spend  more  than  the  amount  ap- 
propriated; and  if  so,  they  are  to  come  up  to  us 
and  give  us  the  facts  in  regard  to  it.  If  we  ap- 
prove of  the  facts,  we  then  make  the  appropria- 
tion. But  have  we  had  any  facts  in  relation  to  the 
excess  of  expenditure  in  this  Departmenl.'  Do 
we  know  that  we  appropriate  now  for  all  that  has 
been  expended  by  that  Department.'  I  take  it 
not.  If  public  rumor  is  correct  we  do  not.  Do 
we  not  know  that  there  are  several  thousand  dol- 
lars of  debt  existing  now  against  this  Govern- 
ment in  France,  which  has  been  repudiated,  and 
through  the  non-payment  of  which  our  Govern- 
ment has  been  dishonored  ?  If  aDepartmentlike 
this  may  go  on  and  make  any  expenditures  it 
chooses,  regardless  of  appropriations,  we  may 
as  well  have  Congress  abolished.  I  voted  for  the 
creation  of  this  Agricultural  Department,  and  I 
need  not  undertake  to  sustain  my  friendship  for 
it.  But  in  order  that  the  Department  should  live 
and  be  sustained,  it  must  be  correctly  organized 
and  properly  carried  on.  Extravagance  will  kill 
it,  and  ought  to  kill  it.  , 

There  are  other  items  in  this  bill.'  There  is  one 
of  $5,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  laboratory.  That 
I  conceive  to  be  wholly  unnecessary.  There  is 
one  now  in  the  office,  which  I  believe  is  sufficient. 

Mr.  CLAY.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
correct  him.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CLAY.  The  Agricultural  Department  has 
no  laboratory  whatever. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     There  is  one  there. 

Mr.  CLAY.  It  belongs  to  a  private  individual, 
who  has  it  under  lock  and  key. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  T  was  introduced  to  it  by 
the  head  of  the  Department  as  part  of  his  appara- 
tus, in  which  he  appeared  to  take  pride.  It  ap- 
peared to  be  under  his  control. 

Then,  for  this  new  experimental  garden  on 
reservation  No.  2,  over  here  by  the  monument, 
I  take  it  that  we  do  not  want  to  plow  up  that 
field  and  goto  the  vast  expense  of  having  another 
propagating  garden.  I  hope  the  committee  will 
reach  a  proper  decision  on  this  subject  and  cut 
down  the  appropriation  to  $90,000.  This  is  ex- 
clusive of  the  expense  the  Department  may  incur 
in  the  way  of  printing.  They  go  to  the  public 
printing  office,  as  boys  go  to  their  mother's  but- 
tery, whenever  they  want  labels,  printing,  bind- 
ing, or  anything  else  in  that  line,  and  I  understand 
that  the  cost  of  the  publication  of  the  statistics  of 
last  year  is  $11,000  or  over.  But  I  believe  that 
is  consistent  with  the  practice  of  all  the  Depart- 
ments, and  therefore,  until  corrected  by  law,  per- 
haps it  ought  not  to  be  blamed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Mr.  Chairman,  repre- 
senting, as  I  do,  a  peculiarly  agricultural  district, 
1  must  protest  most  solemnly  against  the  efforts 
of  the  gentlemaiT  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill, ] 
and  other  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  House, 
to  commence  their  system  of  economy  where  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country  commence. 
They  sit  in  their  seats  and  vote  away  thousands 


on  thousands  of  dollars,  without  stopping  to  in- 
quire as  to  the  necessity;  but  when  the  great  agri- 
cultural interest  is  touched,  the  great  interest  on 
which  every  other  interest  in  the  country  depends, 
they  are  seized  with  a  spirit  of  economy ,  and  they 
spend  more  time  in  discussing  an  appropriation 
for  a  few  thousand  dollars  than  it  is  all  worth. 

Now,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  pro- 
poses to  save  to  this  Government  $60,000  by  cut- 
ting down  the  appropriations  of  the  Agricultural 
Department.  It  is  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
to  an  individual — alarge  amount — but  it  would  not 
put  a  regiment  into  the  field,  nor  would  it  pay  the 
expenses  of  theGovernmenthalf  an  hour;  and  yet 
we  are  detained  for  a  conside'rable  length  of  time 
in  the  discussion  of  a  question  which  strikes  di- 
rectly at  thegreatagriculLural  interest,  upon  which 
every  other  interest  of  the  country  depends. 

Gentlemen  may  think  about  the  subject  as  they 
please,  they  may  talk  as  they  please  about  the 
establishment  of  this  Agricultural  Department; 
sir,  that  branch  of  the  Government  has  done  great 
service  to  the  agricultural  interests.  We  are  in- 
debted to  it  for  much  of  the  progress  we  have  made 
in  agriculture.  We  are  indebted  to  it  for  the  in- 
troduction of  sorghum  into  the  country,  an  article 
ofvastimportance  to  the  people.  We  are  indebted 
to  it  for  the  introduction  of  many  other  experi- 
ments in  agriculture,  without  which  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  country  would  not  exhibit 
their  present  prosperity.  Shall  we  stick  then  at 
an  appropriation  of  a  few  thousand  dollars  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  these  experiments  and  car- 
rying on  this  great  work,  without  which  every 
other  interest  of  the  country  would  suffer,  and 
upon  which  the  prosperity  of  the  country  so  much 
depends?  If  the  gentleman  had  shown  a  spirit  of 
economy  the  day  before  yesterday,  when  he  sat 
silently  and  voted  $450,000  into  the  pockets  of 
Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  for  fees,  we  might  have  had 
more  faith  in  his  sincerity  when  he  now,  under 
the  pretextof  economy,  wishes  to  strike  down  the 
great  agricultural  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  believe  the  suggestions 
of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Kasson]  are  worthy  of  being 
considered.  I  believe  we  can  save  a  few  thou- 
sand dollars  without  detriment  to  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  country  by  amending  this  bill,  and 
I  hope  we  shall  do  it. 

I  do  not  share  in  the  censorious  feelings  of  the 
gentleman  over  the  way,  [Mr.  J.  C.  Allen,]  who 
upon  most  subjects  seems  to  be  in  favor  of  econ- 
omy. I  am  good-natured  rather  than  otherwise 
upon  this  subject,  and  upon  all  others,  to-day.  1 
have  heard  from  the  old  Granite  State,  as  I  pre- 
sume the  gentleman  has,  and  it  may  be  that  ac- 
counts for  liis  bad  feeling.  The  soldiers,  too,  have 
heard  from  New  York,  and  there  is  good  cheer 
among  them,  for  the  Empire  State  has  spoken  in 
behalf  of  their  rights.  But  I  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  politics  in  connection  with  this  matter. 

If  we  can  so  amend  this  bill  as  without  detri- 
ment to  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  country  to 
save  a  few  thousand  dollars,  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should  not  be  done. 

I  am  opposed,  however,  to  reducing  the  appro- 
priations for  the  collection  of  statistics.  I  want 
to  give  the  farmer  and  the  producer  who  cannot 
in  any  other  way  obtain  this  information  an  op- 
portunity to  receive  whatever  information  this 
Department  can  afford  in  reference  to  the  produc- 
tion of  corn,  wheat,  pork,  cattle,  and  whatever  is 
produced. 

These  monthly  reports  which  have  gone  out 
from  this  Department  have  proved  of  great  value 
to  the  producers  of  the  country;  and  1  am  not  in 
favor  of  curtailing  the  Department  in  their  opera- 
tions in  this  regard.  But  if  we  can  put  the  botanist 
and  tlie  entomologist,  for  instance,  into  one  office, 
and  so  save  a  couple  of  thousand  dollars,  I  am  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  it,  and  I  am  not  able  to  join 
in  the  censure  which  has  been  cast  upon  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  for  his  proposed  economy 
in  that  direction.  I  believe  he  is  just  as  sincere 
a  friend  of  the  agricultural  interest  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  ar  any  other  gentleman;  and 
while  I  would  not  do  anything  to  strike  down 
this  great  interest  of  the  country,  I  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  curtail  the  expenses  of  this 
Department  if  it  can  be  done  without  injury  to  it. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  gentlemen  will  persist  in 
this  debate  I  shall  be  compelled  to  move  that  the 
committee  rise  for  the  purpose  of  terminating  it. 
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I  wanted  to  take  n  vote  upon  the  amendments  to 
this  item  of  the  bill,  and  then  rise  and  adjourn. 
I  do  not  know  whether  anybody  else  wishes  to 
talk,  and  will  not  therefore  make  the  motion  now; 
but  if  the  debate  is  continued  I  will  make  it  as 
soon  as  1  can  catch  the  eye  of  the  Chniiman  again. 

I  will  say  before  I  sit  down  that  if  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  are  sound,  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple we  had  better  stop  eating,  because  it  costs 
twice  as  much  as  it  did  last  year;  we  had  better 
buy  no  more  of  that  whisky  which  has  had  an 
addiuonal  tax  laid  upon  it,  [laughter;]  we  had 
better  stop  turkeys  and  ducks,  because  they  cost 
one  half  more  than  they  did  a  year  ago.  If  we 
are  to  cut  down  th6  agricultural  appropriations 
because  of  the  increased  cost  of  everything,  and 
especially  of  foreign  exchange,  we  may  just  as 
well  apply  the  same  principle  to  everything  else. 

I  am  opposed  to  these  ainendments.  I  prefer 
to  vote  for  the  bill  just  as  it  is.  I  would  have  been 
content  witii  the  amendments  of  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Kasson,]  if  with  that  we  could 
have  gone  on  harmoniously;  but  I  think  we  had 
better,  under  the  circumstances,  retain  the  bill  in 
its  present  shape. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "  chemist"  the  words  "  tempora- 
rily employed,"  and  to  reduce  the  appropriation 
from  §9,000  to  $7,500.  I  think  that  will  leave  a 
sufficient  amount  to  employ  a  chemist  for  such 
portion  of  the  year  as  one  will  be  required. 

Air.  Morhill's  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Kasson's  amend- 
ment; and  there  were,  on  adivision — ayes  35,  noes 
31;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  COX  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  cliair,  Mr.  Norton  reported  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  had,  according  to  order,  Jiad  the  Union 
J  generally  under  consideration,  and  particularly 
House  bill  No.  192,  making  appropriations  for 
tho  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses 
of  the  Goverimient  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1865,  and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

JOUN  DICKSON. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
truly  enrolled  a  bill  of  the  following  title;  when 
the  Speaker  signed  the  same: 

An  act(H.  R.  No.  296)  for  the  benefit  of  John 
Dickson,  of  Illinois. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  COFFROTH, 
(at  a  quarter  to  five  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  March  10,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ajjproved. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  memorial  of  man- 
ufacturers of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  remonstra- 
ting against  the  further  extension  of  Goodyear's 
patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India- 
rubber  goods;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  two  petitions  of  wo- 
men of  Corllandt  county,  New  York,  praying  for 
the  emancipation  of  all  jiersons  of  African  descent 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  the  United  States;  which 
were  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  slavery 
and  freed  men.' 

Mr.  WILKINSON  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Minnesota,  in  favor  of  an  ap- 
propriation for  a  geological  survey  of  the  mineral 
lands  on  tiie  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  within 
the  limits  of  that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  two  memorials  of 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  for  an  increase  in 
the  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails, 
passengers,  and  freight  between  New  York  and 
Philadulphin;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  AlTairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK  pre.senied  a  memorial  of  cit- 
izen.s  of  MoMrnonih  county, New  Jersey,  [)raying 
for  an  increase  in  the  facilities  for  the  iransporla- 


tion  of  mails,  passei*gers,  and  freiglit  between 
New  York  and  Philadelphia;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the 
Militia. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  the  petition  of  Thom- 
as Maddox,  praying  for  compensation  for  prop- 
erty alleged  to  have  been  taken  from  him  by  Uni- 
ted States  soldiers,  and  for  medical  attendance 
and  board  for_sick  and  wounded  officers  of  the 
United  States  Army,  in  Washington  county,  Ma- 
ryland, during  the  military  campaign  in  that  State 
in  1863;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  a  petition  of  police- 
men of  the  city  and  county  of  Washington,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  praying  for  an  increase  of  com- 
pensation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  sale  of 
the  mineral  lands  of  the  Rocky  mountain  country, 
and  that  liberal  aid  may  be  granted  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Northern  and  Central  Pacific 
railroads;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  TIkU  the  petition  and  other  papers  of  Captain 
J.  W.  Davidson,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  iMilitary  Affairs  and  tl>e  Militia. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  159)  to  aid  the  proclama- 
tion of  emancipation  issued  by  the  President  on 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1863;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  to  print 
one  thousand  co[)ies  of  the  Census  report  for  the 
use  of  the  Secretary  of  the  interior,  and  one  thou- 
sand copies  for  the  use  of  the  Census  office,  have 
instructed  tne  to  report  it  back  and  recommend 
its  passage;  and  also  to  ask  for  its  present  con- 
sideration. 

The  resolution  was  considered  and  agreed  to; 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  number  ordered  for  the 
use  of  thy  Senate  of  the  several  parts  of  the  eighth  census 
there  be  printed  and  bncnul  one  thousand  copies  for  the 
use  of  the  Seeretory  of  the  Interior,  and  one  tliousand  cop- 
ies for  the  use  oT  the  Census  ofliee. 

POSTAGE  LAWS. 

Mr.  DIXON.  The  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  who  were  instructed  by  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  26th  of  February  to  in- 
quire whether  any  legislation  is  necessary  with 
regard  to  postage  upon  letters  sent  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  have 
instructed  me  to  report  a  bill  (S.  No.  158)  in  ad- 
dition to  an  act  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the 
Post  Office  Department,  approved  March  3, 1863; 
and  to  ask  that  it  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  read  three 
times,  and  passed.  It  provides  that  the  franking 
privilege  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States  shafl  extend  to  and  cover  all 
mail  matter  sent  from  or  directed  to  either  of  them. 

CHARLES  P.  CURTIS,  JR. 

Mr.  DIXON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  "con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  made  to  Congress  January  20, 
18G2,  in  the  case  of  Charles  1'.  Curtis,  jr.,  vs.  Tlie  Unitecl 
States,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  be  referred  baek  to 
the  Court  of  Claims. 

AMENDMENT  OF  PACIFIC  RAILROAD  DILL. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  'J'hat  the  Committee  on  tlie  Pacific  Itailrnad  be 
insuuetcd  to  consider  the  subject  of  amending  the  I'ju'ifie 
railroad  bill  as  follows:  1.  Hi.-ildng  Topeka  ihi'  wcsirrn 
lerminus  of  the  Atehison  branch  of  said  road.  fJ.  Aidini,' 
the  company  organized  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of 
Kansa»  iti  extending  the  Ilaniuibarand  St.  Joseph  railroad 
westward  through  Kansas  to  intersect  tHe  Pacific  road  at  a 
point  directly  west  of  Marysvillc,  in  Kansas.  3.  .\kling  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  Wyandotte  through  tlie  east- 
ern tier  of  comitli's  of  the  State  of  Kansas  to  Intersnct  the 
Leav<!nworlh,  Lawrence,  ami  (;alveston  B:iy  road  where 
said  last-inenlloned  road  crosses  the  Neoslio  river. 


Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  move  that  the  res- 
olution be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

OFFICERS  OF  INDIAN  REGIMENTS. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed  to  re- 
port to  the  Senate  the  names  of  the  oflicers  of  the  fourth  and 
fifth  Indian  regiments  who  aeluallv  performed  duty  under 
their  appointments  asofKcersofsaiil  regiments;  the  kind  of 
service  performed  by  them,  and  the  length  of  time  they  were 
actually  employed,  and  the  distances  from  their  liomes  to 
the  place  of  service. 

HENRY  P.  BLANCHARD. 
Mr.  SUMNER.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  a 
little  bill  which  will  take  only  a  few  ininutes.  Itis- 
Senate  bill  No.  53,  for  the  relief  of  Henry  P.  Blan- 
chard,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  al- 
low the  gold  bill  to  be  first  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  think  this  bill  can  take 
more  than  three  or  four  minutes.  There  is  a  siiort 
report  accompanyingit,wkich  can  be  read  if  any 
Senator  desires  it. 

The  motion  was  Agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  (S.  No.  53)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  P.  Blan- 
chard.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  to  Henry  P.  Blanchard,  for  his  services  as 
marshal  at  the  port  of  Canton,  in  China,  from 
February  22,  1858,  to  July  1,  I860,  the  sum  of 
$2,.354  24. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Let  the  report  be  read. 
The  Secretary  read  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Henry  P.  Blanchard,  praying  for  com- 
pensation for  services  performed  as  marshal  for  the  consu- 
lar court  of  Canton,  liave  liad  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  report: 

That  after  consideration  of  the  case, thecommittee  have 
adopted  a  report  on  this  case,  made  by  Mr.  Sumner  in  be- 
half of  the  committee,  February  18,  1863,  wliicli  has  been 
acted  upon  in  the  Senate. 

That  the  memorialist  was  duly  appointed  and  served  as 
United  States  marshal  for  the  consular  court  at  Canton,  in 
China,  established  under  the  act  of  August  11,  1848,  as  is 
shown  by  the  following  copy  of  a  letter  on  file  in  the  De- 
parUnent  of  State: 

United  States  Consulate, 

Canton,  November  26,  1860. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Mr.  11.  P.  Blanchard,  desiring  me 
to  inform  the  Departmcmt  of  the  period  during  which  he 
))erformed  the  dniies  of  United  States  marshal  at  this  port, 
I  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Blanchard  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  United  States  marshal  at  this  port  on  the  22d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1858,  and  contiimed  to  perform  the  duties  appertain- 
ing to  said  ofiice  up  to  the?  3t)ih  day  of  August,  1860,  the  day 
on  which  iiis  successor,  Mr.  F.  H.  Haskell,  was  appointfd, 
and  whose  appointment  was  approved  by  Mr.  Ward,  the 
United  States  minister  to  China. 

Respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

OLIVER  H.  PERRY, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  State. 

The  memorialist  states  that  he  accepted  the  appointment 
as  marshal  for  the  consular  court  under  the  belief  that  a 
compensation  of  $1,000  per  annum  would  be  paid  him  I'or 
his  services.  These  embraced  the  perplexing  and  diflicult 
duties  of  quelling  and  settling  troubles  on  shipboard  with 
mutinous  crews,  arresting  runaway  seamen,  adjusting 
claims  of  Chinese  for  damasessuflered  by  them  at  the  hands 
of  drunken  American  sailors,  and  procuring  the  release  of 
kidnappc^d  coolies,who  were  about  being  taken  fromWham- 
poa  in  American  vessels  engaged  in  that  inhuman  traffic. 
For  these  and  other  services  Mr.  Blanchard  states  that  he 
has  never  received  any  remuneration,  "  either  from  tlie 
United  States  consul  or  (Venn  fees  collected,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  or  from  any  sourc(!  whatever."  That  these  ser- 
vices were  faitlifully  performed  is  shown  by  the  following 
letter: 

Bureau  of  Eqiui'Ment  and  Ci.otiiino, 
Wasuincton,  1).  C,  Noveinher  17,  1862. 

Henry  P.  Blanchard,  Esq.,  was  performing  the  duties  of 
Uniled  Stales  niarslial  of(;aMt()n  ;uiil  Whanipoa  while  I  was 
in  command  of  1  he  United  Slates  ship  Portsmouth  in  China, 
and  these  si'rvices  were  eHVeluallv  performed. 

As  Mr.  Itlanchard  has  not  heca  alili;  to  olitain  his  pay  for 
these  services  remlered,  I  trust  that  his  claim  may  now  re- 
ceive due  attention,  and  lie  obtain  iIh'  usual  ur  allowed 
compensation.  A.  II.  FOOTi;, 

Rear  .Admiral  United  Slates  Navy. 

It  appears, by  a  lelterfrom  the  Department  of  State, that 
when  ilK'  act  of  18'18  was  passed,  it  w;i,<  supposed  that  the 
oliieers  of  consular  courts  winiiil  he  ri'imineiatcd  by  fees, 
and  lh;it  a  subsequent  act.  by  which  tlie  salaries  of  the  mar- 
shaiii  of  Ihi;se  courts  was  lixcul  at  ,■;;,' 1,000,  in  addition  to  fees, 
did  not  go  into  ellect  until  July  1,  1800. 

The  claim  of  the  memorialist  from  the  1st  of  July,  1860, 
to  the  close  of  his  term  of  service  on  tlie  30tli  of  August, 
1860,  has  been  paid  by  a  special  appropriation  made  by  Con- 
cres.s,  that  portion  of  his  o(iiei;il  duties  having  been  Iceal- 
izcd  by  the  act  of  June  22,  1800.  He  now  asks  remunera- 
tion for  Ills  services  from  February  22, 1818,  to  July  1, 1800, 
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at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per  annum,  amounting  to  $2,354  24, 

that  being  tlie  balance  due  l)im,as  the  following  statement 

shows: 

OriRinal  claim  for  salaryfrom  February 22, 1858,  to  August 

30,1860 $2,520  00 

Amount  paid  by  appropriation  from  July  1 ,  1860, 

to  August  30,  1800 165  76 


/weaving  due  tlie  amount  of  salary  from  February 
&2,  1858,  to  July  1,  1860 $2,354  24 


Claims  of  a  similar  nature  have  heretofore  been  paid.  In 
the  deficiency  bill  approved  May  31,  1854,  was  an  appro- 
priation of  ^1,781  74,  to  "  Thomas  M.Jolinson,  for  his  ser- 
vices at  theportof  Shanghai,  from  the  9th  December,  1851, 
to  the  15th  September,  1853;"  and  the  consular  and  diplo- 
matic bill  approved  May  26, 1860,  contained  an  item,  passed 
on  the  strong  recommendation  of  General  Cass,  then  Sec- 
retary of  State,  by  which  $4,760,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
might  be  necessary,  was  appropriated  "  to  enable  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  prison-ship  atCan- 
•ton,  in  China,  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1854,  to  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1857,  and  for  compensation  of  the  marshal 
of  the  consular  .court  at  Canton,  from  January  1,  1834,  to 
the  15th  of  December,  1857." 

It  appears  tliat  the  memorialist  was  the  successor  of  Mr. 
James  P.  Cook,  who  was,  by  the  above  act,  remunerated 
for  his  services  as  "marshal  of  the  consular  court  at  Can- 
ton, from  January  1,  1854,  to  the  15th  of  December,  1857." 
The  rebellion  having  made  it  necessary  for  foreigners  to 
leave  Canton,  tiie  functions  of  the  consular  court  were  sus- 
pended from  that  time  until  the  February  following,  when 
the  services  of  the  memorialist  commenced.  While  the 
predecessor  of  the  memorialist  has  thus  been  paid  by  spe- 
cial legislation;  his  successor  received  a  salary  under  the 
act  of  June  22, 1860. 

When  the  claim  was  before  the  Senate,  a  few  weeks 
since,  it  was  not  denied  that  in  justice  and  equity  the  me^ 
morialist  was  entitled  to  the  relief  asked  for ;  but  it  was 
ruled  out  o? order  as  an  amendment  to  the  deficiency  bill, 
and  it  was  suggested  to  be^  proper  case  for  a  private  bill. 
Since  then  Mr.  Blanchard  has  petitioned  for  relief. 

Your  committee,  after  a  full  examination  of  the  case,  is 
of  the  opinion  that  the  facts  and  the  precedents  cited  show 
that  the  memorialist  is  entitled  to  relief,  and  report  a  bill 
accordingly,  the  passage  of  which  they  recommend. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
ametidment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

INTEREST  ON  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  special  order 
of  the  day  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock  is  now  be- 
fore the  Senate. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  jointresolution  (H.  R.  No. 
37)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
anticipate  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public 
debt.  It  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  anticipate  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  from  time  to  time,  either  with  or  without  a 
rebate  of  interest  upon  the  coupons,  as  to  him 
may  seem  expedient. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  the  joint 
resolution  with  an  amendment,  to  add  at  the  end 
thereof  the  following-  words: 

And  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  dispose  of  any  gold  in 
theTreasury  of  the  United  States  not  necessary  for  tlie  pay- 
ment of  Interest  of  the  public  debt. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  This  measure  is  evidently  a 
very  important  one.  It  may  be  a  very  proper  one, 
and  I  suppose  it  is.  Speaking  for  myself,  I  am 
comparatively  uninformed  of  the  exigency  that 
renders  it  necessary,  and,  if  agreeable  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Ohio,  I  should  like  to  hear 
an  explanation  from  him  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SFIERMAN.  The  subject  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  accumulated  gold  in  the  Treasury 
has  been  so  frequently  discussed  in  conversation 
that  I  did  not  desire  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  making  any  statement  in  regard  to  it  un- 
less required  to  do  so  by  some  Senator  for  his  in- 
formation. 

The  difficulty  grows  out  of  the  law  of  1862,  which 
requires  all  duties  on  imported  goods  to  be  paid 
in  gold,  and  that  the  interest  on  the  bonded  debt 
should  be  paid  in  coin.  Under  this  process  there 
has  accumulated  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  upward  of  twenty  million  dollars  in  gold. 
There  is  no  proper  mode  in  which  it  can  be  paid 
out  under  existing  law  except  in  jiayment  of  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt.  I  have  a  statement  be- 
fore me  now  showing  the  amount  in  theTreasury, 
over  and  above  all  outstanding  drafts  for  coin, 
to  be  to-day  f  10,670,479  91.  There  is  more  in 
the  Treasury,  but  it  is  either  drawn  against  or 
set  apart  for  special  purposes  under  the  law.  The 
estimated  receipt  of  coin  from  this  date  to  July 
1,  1864,  upon  the  basis  of  the  receipts  of  the  Inst 
month  or  two,  is  $22,272,175;  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  gold  on  hand  and  to  be  received  of 


$41,942,654  91.  The  whole  amount  that  will  be 
paid  under  existing  laws  for  interest  on  the  pub- 
lic debts  duiing  that  time,  and  including  the  1st  of 
July,  is  $20,849,199  92.  Here  is  the  statement 
as  made  at  the  Department: 
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Most  of  this,  it  will  be  seen,  is  payable  on  the 
1st  of  May.  The  effect  of  this  accumulation  of 
gold  in  the  Treasury  is,  that  theGovernment 
hoards  the  gold,  while  at  the  same  time  it  requires 
merchants  importing  goods  into  this  country  to 
go  into  the  market  and  buy. gold  at  the  enhanced 
prices  caused  in  a  great  measure  by  the  accumu- 
lation of  gold-in  the  Treasury. 

Asanimportant  fact  bearing  on  this  matter  I  will 
remark  that  there  is  now  in  the  banks  in  the  city 
of  New  York  an  accumulation  of  $21,188,034  in 
gold.  No  price  that  can  be  put  upon  gold  would 
withdraw  this  reserve  from  the  banks.  They 
keep  it  as  a  reserve.  The  consequence  is  that 
$40,000,000  in  gold  is  now  hoarded  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  withdrawn  from  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels of  commerce  and  trade,  while  at  the  same  time 
the  United  States  demands  of  its  customers  the 
payment  of  not  less  than  $300,000  a  day  in  gold. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then  there  will  be  an  ac- 
cumulation of  $80,000,000  in  gold  on  the  1st  of 
July. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No,  sir.  Forty-one  mil- 
lion dollars  will  be  the  accumulation  on  the  1st 
of  July,  out  of  which  we  must  pay  the  interest 
on  the  public  debt  due  before  and  at  that  time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  But,  adding  the  amount  in 
New  York,  the  accumulation  would  be  a  great 
deal  more. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  '  Then  the  accumulation 
would  be  nearly  sixty-three  million  dollars. 

It  is  very  obvious  that  if  we  continue  this  sys- 
tem, after  a  while  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  per- 
sons who  are  required  to  pay  in  gold  to  get  it. 
The  banks  hoard  theirs,  keeping  it  as  a  reserved 
fund;  the  Government  of  the  United  States  hoards 
its  gold;  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cannot 
pay  it  out,  and  the  effect  is  becoming  disastrous. 
The  joint  resolution  now  underconsideration  was 
prepared  by  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Boutwe.llJ  and  was  introduced  in  the 
House  as  a  substitute  for  the  proposition  offered 
"  by  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Stebbins.] 
After  the  passage  of  the  resolution  as  it  now 
stands  gold  went  up  six  or  seven  percent.  I  will 
read  from  themoney  article  of  the  New  York  Com- 
mercial Advertiser  of  last  night  this  quotation: 

"  After  four  o'clock  the  news  of  the  passage  of  Mr. 
Boutwell's  gold  bill  reached  the  market. 

"The  bill  merely  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  anticipate  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  i>ublic  debt 
from  time  to  time,  with  or  without  a  rebate  of  interest  upon 
the  coupons,  as  to  him  may  seom  expedient.  In  this 
amended  form  it  passed,  90  against  34 — a  very  strong  vote, 
which  seems  to  fix  the  policy  of  Congress.  This  amounts 
to  nothing  in  the  way  of  r(>li(^f,  since  it  is  of  no  practical 
value  whether  the  $3,000,000  due  1st  of  April,  and  the 
$15,000,000  due  1st  of  May,  are  begun  to  be  paid  now  or 
then.  It  will  take  a  month  at  least  io  pay  the  $15,000,000. 
When  $6,000,000  was  due  November  1,  it  required  the 
whole  month  to  complete  the  payments,  and  the  jirice  of 
gold  was  not  affected  at  all.  'J'hc  S(!cretary  has  now  tl)e 
same  duty  as  before,  to  apply  the  gold  to  the  purchase  of 
stock  lor  llic  sinking  fund,  a  process  wliich  would  freely 


deplete  the  Treasury.  On  the  promulgalion  of  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  gold,  which  had  been  dull  at  163J,  immediately 
rose  to  164^,  and  in  the  (!vening  sales  reached  1B3J. 

"This  morning  the  assemblage  at  the  gold  rooms  was 
prompt,  and  the  opening  price  was  16.5^. 

"Tlie  demand  continued  very  active,  and  the  rate  soon 
touched  168,  when  a  little  reaciion  set  in,  and  it  declined 
to  167i,  and  again  recovered  to  168^  a  f ,  at  twelve  m. 

"  The  rate  for  exchange  went  up  in  the  same  proportion, 
and  sales  were  made  at  181  J,  but  this  rate  is  still  lower  than 
gold." 

Such  was  the  effect  of  the  passage  of  the  joint 
resolution  by  the  House.  That  resolution  amounts 
to  nothing.  It  simply  authorizes  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  either  with  or  without 
a  rebate  of  interest.  Ills  an  absurd  proposition, 
while  we  are  borrowing  at  the  rate  of  $2,000,000 
per  day,  to  authorize  the  Secretary  to  anticipate 
the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  debt,  thus  losing 
the  interest,  and  not  relieving  at  all  the  pressure 
upon  the  gold  market  in  New  York. 

The  objection  that  has  been  made  to  the  prop- 
osition of  the  Committee  on  Finance  is  that  it 
places  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury a  vast  power.  Sir,  during  a  time  of  war  like 
this  the  Secretary  of  theTreasury  must  have  vast 
power.  This  power  is  but  a  slight  one  in  com- 
parison with  many  of  those  that  have  already  been 
given  to  him.  This  proposition  does  not  really 
very  much  iimrease  his  powers;  but  itwillenable 
him,  with  $20,000,000  of  gold  in  his  possession, 
to  hold  a  rod  of  terror  over  the  men  who  are  spec- 
ulating in  gold  in  New  York.  They  will  not 
know  at  what  time  he  may  come  in  the  market 
and  depreciate  the  value  of  gold.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  the  great  consumer 
of  the  products  of  the  country.  We  are  the  great 
purchaser  of  the  products  of  the  country.  It  is 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  depreciate  the 
value  of  gold,  and  to  raise  the  value  of  paper 
money,  to  make  the  margin  between  these  two 
different  forms  of  money  as  slight  as  possible; 
and  yet  the  effect  of  our  existing  laws  is,  by  hoard- 
ing the  gold  received  by  us,  to  increase  the  value 
of  gold  and  depreciate  the  value  of  paper  money. 
Unless  Senators  can  point  out  some  way  in  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  get  rid  of  this 
gold  they  should  not  object  to  the  power  proposed 
to  be  given  to  him  to  sell  it. 

It  is  said  that  the  power  to  sell  gold  will  depre- 
ciate our  currency.  The  fact  that  there  will  al- 
ways be  a  difference  between  paper  money  and 
gold  in  time  of  war,  is  a  fact  that  we  cannot  over- 
come. It  exists  in  all  countries.  It  existed  in 
France;  it  existed  in  England;  it  exists  in  our 
own  country;  and  it  always  will  exist  in  war 
when  the  Govern  mentis  a  large  borrower  and  con- 
sumer. We  should  not  legislate  in  ignorance  of 
that  great  fact.  Our  purpose  is,  or  should  be,  to 
lessen  the  difference  between  gold  and  paper 
money  as  much  as  possible.  For  us  to  say  that 
we  will  not  sell  gold  when  we  have  a  useless  ac- 
cumulation of  it,  for  current  money,  merely  be- 
cause we  do  not  like  to  confess  the  depreciation, 
is  absurd.  It  is  like  a  man  trying  to  conceal  his 
poverty  by  extravagent  dress  and  equipage.  In 
tiine  of  war  this  depreciation  of  paper  money  is  a 
necessary  incident  of  war;  and  we  might  as  well 
act  upon  that  fact  and  not  attempt  to  disguise  it. 
This  power  if  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  can  do  no  harm.  Gold  is  set  aside  for 
thepayment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt;  and 
this  proposition  requires  hiin  always  to  reserve 
and  keep  on  hand  enough  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt.  He  may  not  have  to  sell  any. 
The  very  fact  that  he  has  the  power  to  sell  and 
has  a  surplus  of  gold  to  sell  may  defeat  and  pre- 
vent speculative  operations  in  gold.  No  evil  can 
result  from  it,  while  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
House,  it  seems  to  me,  is  delusive  and  nugatory. 
It  involves  the  absurdity  of  our  going  into  the 
market  and  payingour  debt  before  it  is  due,  while 
we  are  going  into  I  lie  same  market  and  borrowing 
at  the  rate  of  $2,000,000  a  day. 

Under  the  act  of  February,  1862, the  Secretary 
is  required  to  pay  the  interest  of  all  the  funded 
debt  in  gold.  He  is  also  authorized  to  buy  the 
bonds  of  the  United  States  and  establish  a  sink- 
ing fund  not  to  exceed  one  percent,  of  the  whole 
public  debt  every  year.  The  Secretary  might 
take  this  gold  under  existing  law  and  buy  the 
bonds  of  the  United  States  and  establish  a  sink- 
ing fund;  but  it  would  involve  the  absurdity  of 
his  buying,  with  gold,  bonds  of  the  United  States, 
which  bonds,  or  those  of  a  similar  character,  he 
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would  liave  to  sell  the  next  day.  It  would  in- 
volve the  apparent  absurdity  of  establishing  a 
sinking  fund  while  we  are  borrowing  money 
largely.  We  would  buy  our  own  bonds  with 
gold  while  we  are  selling  day  by  day  our  bonds 
for  paper  money.  If  no  other  resource  is  allowed 
him  he  will  have  to  try  this  expedient  rather  than 
continue  the  present  accumulation  of  gold. 

It  is  much  better  in  my  judgment  to  meet  this 
question  directly,  to  authorize  the  Secretary  in  his 
discretion  to  dispose  of  the  surplus  gold  in  the 
Treasury,  holding  him  strictly  responsible  for  the 
exercise  of  that  power.  You  cannot  avoid  con- 
furring  upon  him  large  powers;  and  I  would  hold 
him  strictly  responsible.  If  Senators  desire  it, 
ihey  may  require  him  to  make  a  leport  of  all  his 
transactions  to  Congress.  I  will  agree  to  any 
restraint  whatever  that  may  tend  to  prevent  the 
abu.«ie  of  this  power.  It  was  proposed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  require  him  to  ad- 
vertise five  days  before  he  should  sell  the  gold. 
That  would  simply  be  to  defeat  the  object  of  the 
bill;  because,  if  he  advertised,  brokers  would  com- 
bine to  buy  up  thegold  when  offered  in  tlie  market, 
to  run  down  the  price  when  he  offered  it  for  sale 
and  then  run  up  the  price  when  he  had  none  to 
sell.  It  is  better  to  leave  him,  like  all  other  per- 
sons in  the  possession  of  a  large  amount  of  gold, 
free  to  enter  the  market  at  any  time,  and  in  the 
mode  most  likely  to  accomplish  the  protection  of 
the  public  credit. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  purpose  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  in  proposing  this  amendment 
1  certainly  approve.  There  is  nothing  more  to  be 
deplored  than  the  difference  between  the  paper 
and  gold  currency  of  the  country  and  thefluctua- 
tion  in  the  value  of  gold,  if  it  might  be  so  ex- 
pressed, or,  more  properly  speaking,  the  fluctu- 
ation in  the  value  of  paper  money.  But,  sir,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  has  not  been  considered 
with  that  care  that  it  calls  for.  When  is  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  sell  the  gold?  Where 
is  he  to  sell  it.'  How  is  he  to  sell  it.>  Is  it  to  be 
among  a  few  persons  in  the  Treasury  Department 
unknown  to  the  commercial  world?  Is  it  possible 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  to  be  clothed 
with  the  authority  to  sell  from  six  to  twenty  mil- 
lions of  gold  at  any  time,  communicating  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact  to  but  a  few  persons  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  or  to  but  a  few  persons  in 
the  city  of  New  York? 

The  Senator  from  Ohio,  anticipating  this  objec- 
tion, has  said  that  it  would  to  some  extent  defeat 
the  purpose  of  the  committee  if  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasui-y  should  be  required  to  give  notice  of 
the  sale;  that  the  traders  in  gold  would  combine 
to  piit  the  price  down  when  the  Government  was 
coming  into  the  maiket  and  to  put  the  price  up 
when  she  had  gone  out  of  the  market.  There 
may  be  some  force  in  that  suggestion,  but  it  seems 
to  me  there  is  a  great  deal  more  force  in  the  ob- 
jection which  I  suggest  to  the  measure,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  be  clothed  with 
thegreatestauthority  over  the  commerce  and  trade 
of  the  country  that  has  ever  been  given  to  any  one 
man  in  the  world.  By  this  proposition  you  au- 
thorize him  to  sell  this  gold  when  he  pleases,  where 
he  pleases,  and  how  he  pleases.  Is  he  to  be  paid 
in  Treasury  notes,  in  the  currency  of  the  national 
banks,  in  the  bonds  of  the  Government,  or  in  the 
bank  notes  of  the  country  ?  How  is  he  to  be  paid, 
and  at  what  rate  is  he  to  sell  the  gold  ?  Sir,  I  can- 
not support  a  measure  like  this;  and  therefore  I 
propose  to  add  these  words  to  the  amendment  of 
the  committee: 

Provided,  however,  That  he  shall  first  by  publication  in 
the  cities  of  Washington  and  New  York  give  at  least  ten 
(lays'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  sale  of  the  gold. 

I  cannot  conceive  it  possible  that  the  supporters 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  ask  us  to 
give  him  the  power  to  dispose  of  a  large  amount 
of  gold  without  responsibility,  without  the  time 
being  slated,  without  the  manner  of  sale  being 
specified,  and  without  any  notice  whatever.  1 
will  not  say  that  the  Sucietary  of  the  Treasury  is 
not  an  honest  man;  but  certainly  we  ougiit  to 
throw  the  guards  around  his  public  acts  that  are 
ordinarily  thrown  around  the  acts  of  any  public 
officer.  Wliile  I  will  not  question  liis  integrity 
in  thi.s  debate,  I  will  say  that  this  mcaeure  pre- 
supposes a  state  of  confidence  in  the  Secretary 
that  legislators  arc  not  Justified  in  reposing  in  any 
man.      With  this  power  he  can  enrich  all  the 


friends  that  he  may  have  upon  earth  at  the  first 
sale  of  gold.  If  he  can  sell,  by  a  private  sale  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  unknown  to  the  com- 
mercial world  outside  of  that  Department,  from 
six  to  twenty  millions  of  gold,  he  can  enrich  every 
friend  he  has. 

Is  it  the  purpose  of  the  committee  to  put  an  end 
to  the  fluctuations  in  the  value  between  gold  and 
paper?  I  say  this  measure  will  enable  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  increase  those  fluctua- 
tions. If  without  notice  he  can  throw  this  gold 
into  the  market,  then  he  depreciates  gold;  but  as 
soon  as  he  withdraws  from  the  market,  gold  goes 
up  again.  The  trouble  about  this  whole  ques- 
tion is,  that  the  paper  currency  of  the  country  is 
not  worth  as  much  as  gold,  and  it  cannot  be  made 
to  have  that  value,  because  the  commercial  oper- 
ations of  the  country  have  been  carrying  gold  out 
of  the  country*  and  the  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  several  months  have  been  constantly  in- 
creasing the  paper  currency  of  the  country.  As 
the  one  is  decreased  the  other  is  increased,  and  as 
a  matter  of  course  the  difference  between  them  is 
increasing  every  day.  I  do  not  think  this  prop- 
osition of  the  committee  is  going  to  furnish  any 
substantial  relief  to  the  country.  If. we  could  be 
relieved  from  these  fluctuations  it  would  be  well; 
but  I  think  this  proposition  is  giving  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  a  power  that  ought  not  to 
be  given  to  any  man,  and  at  the  same  time  will 
not  secure  the  desirable  end  aimed  at  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  President,  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  this 
proposition  has  not  been  thoroughly  considered 
by  the  Committee  on  Finance.  I  think  no  prop- 
osition before  that  committee  has  been  so  fully 
and  maturely  considered  as  the  one  now  before 
the  Senate.  We  have  had  the  subject  before  us 
almost  since  the  beginning  of  the  session.  The 
Senator  from  Kansas  [Mr.  Lane]  introduced  a 
bill  early  in  the  session,  and  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  I  introduced  a  bill  con- 
taining this  very  proposition,  and  had  it  referred 
to  that  committee;  so  that  we  have  considered  the 
matter  fully,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  is  wise  to  vest  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
with  this  large  power.  I  confess  this  result  is 
arrived  at  after  a  good  deal  of  doubt,  deliberation, 
and  hesitation,  but  finally  with  great  unanimity, 
and,  allow  me  to  say,  with  great  clearness  of  con- 
viction. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  objects  that  the  mode 
proposed  to  sell  this  gold  is  not  the  best  to  make 
money  out  of  it.  That  is  not  what  we  desire.  We 
do  not  desire  to  legislate  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
the  highest  price  for  this  gold.  On  the  contrary, 
we  wish  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  a  power  which  will  prevent  the  in- 
flation of  this  gold  or  the  depreciation  of  paper 
money.  The  object  is  not  to  have  a  public  sale  to 
induce  competition  in  the  purchase  of  this  gold, 
and  thus  get  the  highest  price,  but  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  power, 
that  may  never  be  exercised,  which  may  tend  to 
prevent  the  depreciation  of  United  States  money. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this  purpose,  the  power 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  over  the  surplus 
gold  must  not  be  crippled  by  conditions.  If  we 
propose  to  require  him  to  sell  this  gold  in  open 
market  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  eflect  would 
be  that  when  Mr.  Cisco  or  the  Assistant  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States  should  appear  in  the  open 
market  in  New  York  to  sell  this  gold, combinations 
would  be  made  to  buy  all  the  gold  he  could  sell, 
and  having  purchased  it  they  might  then  run  up' 
the  price  of  gold,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  run 
down  papermoney,and  th  us  defeat  the  very  object 
we  have  in  view. 

The  Senator  says  that  this  is  a  fearful  power, 
not  conferred  upon  any  individual.  That  is  true, 
because  no  other  individual  has  that  much  gold; 
but  every  man  who  has  gold  now  has,  to  a  jiro- 
portional  extent,  the  same  power.  If  I  had 
filOO,000  in  gold  in  my  possession,  I  would  have 
the  same  power  in  proportion  that  the  Secretary 
would  be  invested  with  by  this  proposition.  The 
difficulty  is,  that  by  our  law  we  have  accumu- 
lated this  large  sum  of  gold, and  we  must  get  rid 
of  it.  Everybody  sees  that  we  must  get  rid  of  it. 
K(!eping  it  there  tends  to  depreciate  the  very  ar- 
ticle we  wish  to  advance,  and  we  must  get  rid  of 
it.  The  Senator  proposes  to  sell  it  at  public  auc- 
tion.    I  say  tliat  would  defeat  the  very  object  wc 


liave  in  view,  which  is  not  to  get  a  Wgh  price  for 
the  gold,  but  to  keep  a  power  in  the  hands  of  our 
officers  which  will  prevent  the  appreciation  of 
gold  to  too  great  an  extent, 

A  suggestion  has  been  made  to  me,  to  which  I 
have  no  objection,  that  it  is  important  to  curb  and 
check  the  power  of  the  Secretary.  I  desire  to 
control  and  regulate  the  power  of  all  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government.  I  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  some  such  proposition  of  amendment  as 
this:  that  the  Secretary  should  report  to  Congress 
at  a  subsequent  time  his  sales  and  the  persons  to 
whom  he  sold,  so  that  we  might  have  that  power 
over  him. 

As  for  the  idea  that  he  would  enrich  all  his 
friends  and  relatives,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  now  the  power  to  enrich  any  man  he^ 
chooses.  That  power  is  necessarily  invested  in 
him  by  law,  and  you  cannot  prevent  it.  With  his 
large  and  ample  powers  he  can  undoubtedly,  by 
communicating  information  in  advance  in  tlie  ne- 
gotiation of  loans,  make  large  fortunes  to  any  one. 
Sir,  if  I  believed  he  would  use  his  oflice  in  that 
way,  I  would  not  give  him  any  power  whatever; 
I  would  insist  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  should  remove  him.  In  a  time  of  war,  you 
must  trust  these  large  and  full  powers  in  some  of 
the  constituted  authorities.  If  1  were  satisfied  the 
Secretary  was  dishonest,  and  would  use  this  power 
forthepurpose  of  promoting  private  ends,  I  would 
'not  be  in  favor  of  giving  him  any  power;  but  I  do 
not  think  so.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  afiy  ground 
for  any  one  to  think  so.  i  do  not  believe  the  Sec- 
retary would  use  the  power  now  given  to  him  or 
any  of  the  ample  powers  he  now  possesses  for  the 
purpose  of  contributing  to  the  private  gain  of  any 
man. 

This  power  that  is  now  proposed  to  be  con- 
ferred upon  him  is  comparatively  insignificant 
when  you  consider  the  great  power  he  has  over 
a  debt  of  $1,500,000,000,  to  appreciate  it  or  de- 
preciate it.  He  has  the  power  now  to  go  into  the 
market  and  buy  his  own  bonds.  He  lias  the 
power  to  buy  gold.  These  powers  have  been 
given  to  him  because  they  were  necessary  to  carry 
on  theGovernmentin  thedifficultposition  in  which 
we  are  now  placed.  This  power,  therefore,  is  but 
small  in  comparison  with  the  powers  he  already 
possesses  and  exercises  with  wisdom  and  ability. 

I  submit  that  this  proposition  has  been  fully 
Considered  and  fully  matured;  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  after  much  reflection  and  with 
great  unanimity,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  necessary  to  invest  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury with  this  power.  The  only  member  of  the 
committee  not  present  was  the  Senator  who  has 
recently  returned  from  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Clark]  with  such  welcome  news  to 
us.  The  other  members  of  the  committee  agreed 
to  it  unanimously.  I  do  not  know  wliathis  opin- 
ion is  on  the  subject,  although  it  has  been  fre- 
quently discussed  in  his  presence.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, the  Senate  will  adopt  the  proposition  as  it 
comes  from  the  Committee  on  Finance.  If  it  is 
desired,  however,  1  have  no  objection  to  require 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  any  report 
that  may  be  deemed  necessary  in  order  to  prevent 
anything  like  collusion  or  favoritism  in  the  sale 
of  this  gold,  in  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  sell. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  At  the  suggestion  of  a 
Senator  in  whose  opinion  I  have  a  great  deal  of 
confidence,  I  propose  to  modify  my  amendment 
by  making  the  notice  required  five  days  instead 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  so  mod- 
ified. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  wish  to  answer  just  one 
suggestion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  who 
now  says  that  the  main  purpose  of  this  measure 
is  to  give  the  Secretary  the  power  which  shall  be 
held  in  Zc?-)-o»-CHi  over  the  speculators  in  gold.  I 
thought  from  his  first  speech  that  he  wanted  to 
give  the  Government  the  ]iower  to  make  a  profit 
by  the  use  of  the  gold  which  she  did  not  need  in 
payment  of  the  interest  upon  her  debt.  If  she 
wants  to  sell  the  gold  at  the  highest  price  shecan 
command,  it  is  her  obvious  interest  to  do  what 
any  prudent  man  in  the  disposal  of  any  piece  of 
proj)erty  that  he  may  liave  would  do.  Anybody 
wishing  to  get  a  large  price  would  give  the  most 
public  notice,  so  as  to  have  at  the  public  sain,  or 
at  the  receiving  of  private  bids,  the  largest  com- 
petition possible.  But  the  Senator  says  if  public 
notice  is  given,  men  of  means  in  the  city  of  New 
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York  will  combine,  and  perhaps  keep  down  tlie 
price.  Sir,  is  it  well  to  keep  them  in  ignorance 
of  the  fact  that  this  gold  is  to  be  sold.?  Are  the 
few  who  may  know  of  the  sale  less  likely  to  com- 
bine and  keep  the  price  down  than  if  the  wiiole 
commercial  world  were  advised  of  it.?  Certainly 
this  argument  will  not  hang  together.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment desires  to  obtain  the  largest  price,  let  her 
give  notice,  so  that  there  will  be  the  largest  com- 
petition in  the  purchase  of  this  gold. 

My  amendment  is  not  what  the  Senator  sug- 
gests. I  do  not  in  this  amendment  propose  that  it 
shall  be  a  public  sale.  I  presume  it  would  be  better 
for  the  Secreta-ty  to  receive  proposals  at  a  partic- 
ular time  and  ata  particular  place  for  the  purchase 
,  of  gold.  One  man  may  send  in  a  proposal  to  buy 
$1,000,000,  another  $500,000,  another  $100,000, 
according  to  their  means,  and  these  proposals  will 
come  before  him  as  sealed  proposals,  each  person 
proposing  to  be  a  purchaser  not  knowing  what  is 
bid  by  others.  1  suppose  some  such  plan  as  that 
would  be  adopted.  I  propose  in  this  amendment 
that  he  shall  give  notice  of  the  time  and  place  and 
terms  of  the  sale.  If  he  wants  to  sell  upon  sealed 
proposals,  it  can  easily  be  done. 

But,  sir,  I  am  not  in  favorof  any  such  measure 
as  tliis  at  all.  It  is  a  proposition  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  shall  do  that  which 
is  not  creditable  among  merchants.  It  is  not  cred- 
itable among  merchants,  as  I  understand,  for  a 
man  in  any  public  way. to  propose  to  his  creditors 
to  buy  in  his  own  paper.  When  he  does  that, 
he  acknowledges  that  to  that  extent  he  is  a  bank- 
rupt. A  man  with  means  in  his  pocket  to  pay 
his  debts  does  not  propose  to  buy  in  his  own 
paper  at  a  depreciation.  The  Senator  says  we 
must  notice  the  fact  that  the  paper  currency  of  the 
country  is  depreciated.  The  whole  world"has  no- 
ticed that  fact.  But  I  submit  that  it  is  not  very 
creditable  to  the  Government  to  undertake  to  spec- 
ulate upon  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  that 
she  has  thrown  out  among  the  people;  and  I  do 
not  believe  that  it  will  accomplish  the  end  that  the 
committee  intend. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning  hour 
having  expired,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  call  up  the  order  of  the  day,  which  is  the  un- 
finished business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  should  like  to  have  this 
bill  disposed  of. 

Mr.  WILSON.  As  this  is  a  very  important 
measure,  I  feel  disposed  to  yield  to  it  and  allow  it 
to  be  considered;  but  the  order  of  the  day  which 
comes  up  at  this  time  is  also  an  important  meas- 
ure. I  hope,  therefore,  that  instead  of  being  post- 
poned, it  will  be  passed  over  informally  to  allow 
the  Senate  to  dispose  of  this  joint  resolution  in 
regard  to  the  sale  of  gold. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Kansas  [Mr.  Pomerot]  is  entitled  to  the  floor  on 
the  special  order,  and  no  motion  can  be  made  to 
postpone  it  without  his  consent. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  1  have  no  objection  to  its 
being  postponed  informally,  if  this  bill  can  be  dis- 
posed of  in  a  few  minutes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  lie  over 
subject  to  be  called  up  at  any  time  by  any  Senator. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  should  like  to  ask  what  be- 
comes of  my  bill— Senate  bill  No.  31— which  was 
made  the  special  order  for  this  day? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  .Ithas been  crowd- 
ed out  by  the  action  of  the  Senate  on  other  bills 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  That  bill  was  made  the 
special  order  last  week  for  this  day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday  takes  precedence  of  a  spe- 
cial order. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     What  is  that.? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Senate  bill  No. 
Uo,  to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers  in  the  United 
btales  Army,  IS  the  unfinished  business  of  yester- 
day, and  takes  precedence  of  the  special  order. 
it  can  be  pa.ssed  over  informally  by  unanimous 
con.scnt,  subject  to  be  called  up  at  any  time  any 
bcnator  rcc|ues(s  it. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Is  the  question  now  before  the 
focnateon  the  postponement  of  tluH  bill? 
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TheVICEPRESlDENT.  No, sir.  Theques- 
tion  is  on  agreeing  to  the  amcmdment  submitted 
by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Hendricks,] 
to  the  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  37)  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  was  about  to  suggest  to  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  that  perhaps  we  had  better  let 
that  go  over  until  to-morrow.  It  is  with  great 
reluctance  that  I  am  able  to  bring  myself  to  sup- 
port this  measure,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall 
finally  give  a  vote  for  it.  I  desire  a  little  more 
time  for  consideration  in  regard  to  it.  I  was  not 
present  at  the  discussion  in  committee. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  wish  to  press  this 
joint  resolution  against  the  wishes  of  Senators, 
although  I  see  the  vital  importance  of  its  passage. 
I  shall  not  oppose  its  going  over  until  to-morrow, 
provided  it  can  be  made  the  special  order  at  half 
past  twelve  o'clock. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  can  be  post- 
poned and  made  a  special  order  by  a  vote  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Then  I  will  make  that  mo- 
tion, that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be 
postponed  to  and  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

The  rnotion  was  agreed  to. 

PAY  OF  COLORED  TROOPS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  order  of  the 
day  is  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  the 
bill  (S.No.  145)  to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers  in 
the  United  States  Army,  which  is  now  before  the 
Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  th«  pend- 
ing question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. Davis;]  and 
on  that  question  the  Senator  from  Kansas  [Mr. 
Pomeroy]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  reply  very  minutely  to  the  argument  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  I  did  not  listen  to 
his  argument,  and  it  has  not  appeared  in  the  Globe. 
As  the  discussion  is  not  very  closely  confined  to 
the  subject  before  the  Senate,  I  propose  to  address 
a  few  remarks  upon  topics  of  general  interest. 

Some  curiosity  has  been  manifested,  here  and 
elsewhere,  as  to  the  authority  and  j;enuineness  of 
a  circular  issued  by  me,  as  chairman  of  the  na- 
tional executive  committee.  Such  curiosity  is 
very  laudable,  and  I  take  an  early  opportunity  to 
say  that  I  did  issue  that  circular,  and  that  it  em- 
bodies the  views  of  the  national  committee  upon 
the  subject  presented.  The  committee  was  in- 
stituted in  the  usual  manner  at  a  public  meeting 
convened  in  this  city  in  the  month  of  January 
last.  That  meeting  comprised  members  of  Con- 
gress and  citizens  from  nearly  every  loyal  State 
in  the  Union.  The  committee  is  composed  of 
members  of  Congress  and  other  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates;  all  of  them,  so  far  as  I  am  advised, 
of  the  most  unquestioned  loyalty,  and  devoted  to 
the  Union,  and  to  freedom  as  the  best  means  for 
restoring  and  preserving  the  Union.  The  object 
of  the  committee  is  to  unite  the  sentiment  of  the 
country  in  the  support  of  men  and  measures  suited 
to  the  times.  It  issued  a  letter, called  by  some  a 
circular,  which  it  has  distributed,  as  also  the 
speeches  of  members  of  Congress  on  the  engross- 
ing topics  of  the  day. 

There  was  nothing  secret  in  or  about  the  letter, 
unless  some  person  wrote  "  private"  or*' secret" 
upon  it  in  order  to  attract  attention  and  .<jecure  a 
wider  circulation.  The  only  motive  for  its  dis- 
semination at  all  was  to  notify  the  country  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  committee  and  of  the  purpose 
of  its  organization.  Copies  were  sent  by  mail  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  judges 
of  the  courts,  the  Governors  of  the  States,  and 
other  distinguished  persons  in  the  loyal  portion 
of  the  country.  I  do  not  know  that  t4ie  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  consulted  in  reference  to  the 
organization  of  the  committee.  So  far  as  1  am  in- 
formed, he  was  ignorant  as  to  the  persons  com- 
posing that  committee,  as  also  of  its  action.  This 
is  the  era  of  drafting  men  into  the  service  of  their 
country,  without  notice,  and  in  that  spirit  he  was 


drawn  for  the  service.  And  because  we  believed 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  a  suitable  per- 
son, he  was  named  as  a  candidate  for  the  position 
of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation.  We  still  believe 
him  to  be  the  man  who.m  the  people  will  deliglit  to 
honor.  And  I  find  that  many  other  men  in  the 
country  think  as  we  do  in  this  matter.  Indeed, 
I  have  yet  to  find  the  man  friendly  to  freedom  who 
does  not  concede  that  our  choice  would  deposit 
the  responsibilities  of  the  Executive  Government 
in  able  and  safe  hands. 

Mr.  President,  the  national  executive  committee 
still  lives,  and  in  my  humble  judgment  bids  fair 
to  establish  the  A^ct  of  its  existence  on  the  page 
of  the  future.  Indeed,  its  existence  has  now  be- 
come almost  a  "military  necessity."  Through 
it  we  hope  to  stimulate,  encourage,  and  combine 
the  loyal  men  of  the  country  fora  more  vigorous 
and  successful  prosecution  of  the  war;  believing 
that  a  speedy  issue  to  a  three  years'  doubtful  con- 
flict will  save  the  credit  of  the  nation,  the  lives 
of  the  army,  and  the  very  hope  of  a  free  Govern- 
ment among  men  ! 

Great  and  radical  changes  are  transpiring  in  this 
country.  Theories  of  long  standing  are  exploded, 
and  positions  believed  to  have  been  well  taken 
are  abandoned — rendered  obsolete  by  the  events 
of  a  single  year  !  From  the  nature  of  things  po- 
litical parties  cannot  be  immutable.  During  a 
period  of  revolution  in  public  sentiment  and  estab- 
lished institutions,  they  must  necessarily  change. 
The  community  is  made  up  of  at  least  three  dis- 
tinct classes:  The  one,  earnest,  hopeful,  radical, 
comprises  the  parly  of  progress,  and  is  the  party 
of  the  future.  Another,  time-serving,  toadyins: 
to  power,  glorifying  only  the  present,  is  the  party 
of  to-day.  The  fossil  and  decaying  elements  of 
the  social  structure,  who  are  wrapped  in  the  most 
gloomy  apprehensions  of  the  future,  and  can  de- 
scry nothing  bright  or  glorious  save  in  the  dead 
records  of  the  olden  time — these  compose  the  van- 
ishing party  of  the  past,  sighing  for  what  it  will 
soon  obtain,  retirement  from  public  duties,  and 
leisure  to  sigh  over  the  dead  and  buried  relics  of 
a  forgotten  history. 

In  the  absence  of  any  other  national  political 
organization  fully  representing  our  views,  this 
was  thought  a  most  opportune  period — while  the 
nation  is  emerging  from  the  blood  and  toil  of  a 
three  years'  war — to  initiate  an  organization  of 
thorough  and  earnest  men,  wJio, gathering  inspi- 
ration for  the  present  and  strength  for  the  future 
from  the  lessons  and  discipline  of  the  past,  should 
become  the  safe,  successful,  and  controlling  party 
of  the  future.  Old  party  lines  and  platforms  are 
superseded  by  living  issues,  which  have  sprung 
into  being  since  any  party  has  held  a  national 
convention.  And  this  is  equally  true  of  all  par- 
ties, whether  their  platforms  were  laid  at  Charles- 
ton, Baltimore,  or  Chicago.  It  is  in  behalf  of  a 
higher,  purer,  and  freer  Democracy  than  comes 
down  to  us  from  the  past  that  we  now  appeal  to 
the  loyal  heart  of  the  nation. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  purpose  to  criticise  the  past 
measures  of  this  Administration.  No  human  fore- 
sight could  have  divined  and  provided  for  all  the 
emergenciesof  the  war;  and  to  sow  discord  among 
ourselves  would  be  a  poor  way  to  prepare  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  future.  I  propose  to  build  up 
rather  than  pull  down,  to  unite,  and  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  a  division  of  the  loyal  and  radical  senti- 
ment of  the  country. 

The  influence  of  parties  must  not  be  ignored  or 
lightly  estimated  in  this  country.  While  "one 
goeth  and  another  cometh,"  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  each  has  its  mission;  and  when  its 
day  is  passed  it  must  be  absorbed  in  tlie  advan- 
cing column  or  retire  before  it.  Political  parties 
are  a  necessity  in  a  representative  Government, 
and  are  time-honored, as  are  al.'?o  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  Republic.  They  form  and  con- 
centrate public  sentiment,  and  are  mediums  of 
political  action  and  political  power.  No  Admin- 
istration can  ]iroporly  perform  its  functions  and 
achieve  it's  ends  if  not  .supported  by  an  eflicicnt 
party  organization,  and  measurably  adherent  and 
respectful  to  party  fidelity.     While  the  war  1ms 
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clmngi.'d  tlie  clirtiiiiels  of  conHiieici!  tuid  trade,  and 
ill  some  cases  opened  new  and  Ijetter  ones,  wliile 
an  unknown  and  uncertain  currency  lias  been  dis- 
placed by  a  known  and  national  currency, so,  too, 
the  old  political  organizations,  having  been  formed 
forotlier  times  and  other  issues,  have  had  to  give 
way  to  the  one  party  and  the  one  sentiment  of 
progress,  of  nationality,  of  freedom.  All  parties 
nave  taken  a  hand  in  trying  to  make  something 
out  of  slavery.  Its  vote  being  generally  a  unit 
in  national  politics,  has  been  bidden  for  by  every 
aspirant  tor  office,  and  has  as  surely  wrought  the 
ruin  of  those  whom  it  elevated  to  power,  when 
they  were  no  longer  available  to  promote  its  ends. 

The  old  Whig  party,  with  itsgit"ted  and  immor- 
tal leaders,  struck  upon  this  rock  and  was  rent  in 
fragments.  And  while  memory  lives  to  cherish  an 
Ashland  and  a  Marshfield,  there  will  bean  undy- 
ing record  of  the  ingratitude  of  slavery! 

The  Democratic  party — in  its  early  days  the 
friend  of  freedom  and  the  rights  of  man — became 
ultimately  the  ally  of  the  slave  powerand  the  em- 
bodiment of  its  interests,  but  held  its  discordant 
elements  together  until  the  Charleston  conven- 
tion, in  1860.  In  the  canvass  of  that  year — run- 
ning two  candidates,  neither  of  whom  was  for 
freedom — the  tsvo  factions  struck  against  each 
other  and  were  destroyed  in  the  concussion.  Since 
then  we  have  known  no  national  Democratic 
party. 

The  mission  of  the  Republican  party  was  ended 
when  its  work  was  accomplished.  That  work  was 
to  stay  the  progress  of  slavery  and  preserve  the 
public  domain  to  freedom.  It  never  pretended  to 
aim  at  more.  But  it  made  two  splendid  cam- 
paigns and  died  in  its  last  triumph  !  It  struck  one 
telling  blow  for  freedom  and  against  slavery,  so 
the  reminiscences  of  its  short  and  eventful  career 
shall  forever  remain  tender  and  interesting. 

The  first  achievement  for  freedom  as  against 
slavery,  was  upon  the  soil  of  my  own  State.  The 
slave  party  triumphed  in  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, carried  the  Missouri  comjiromise  of  1820, 
and  the  compromise  measures  of  1850,  and  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill  of  1854.  It  had  triumphed 
in  Congress,  in  the  national  conventions,  in  the 
eli'ctions  which  followed,  and  in  the  decisions  of 
tlie  Supreme  Court.  Every  where  had  this  power 
been  successful  until  it  undertook  to  make  a  prac- 
tical use  of  this  legislation,  and  build  up  the  in- 
.stitution  on  the  soil  of  my  own  State;  and  then  it 
yielded  only  after  a  three  years'  struggle  and  tire 
disgrace  of  two  Administrations.  Sir,  I  have  seen 
and  felt  enough  of  slavery  to  hate  it.  I  have  no 
confidence  in  any  man's  freedom,  if  his  title  to  it 
is  held  at  the  mercy  of  this  slave  power.  Com- 
promises settle  nothing.  They  are  only  tempo- 
rary adjustments,  and  always  liable  lo  be  broken. 
There  is  no  compromising  with  nn  inherentwrong. 
There  is  no  peace  where  freedom  and  slavery  are 
housed  together.  This  conflict  is  natural  as  well 
as  "irrepressible."  It  is  the  great  law  of  the 
case,  the  "  higher  law,"  for  it  exists  in  the  nature 
of  things  that  no  great  wrong  can  anywhere  rest. 
It  is  itself  aggressive,  making  war  upon  the  right, 
and  it  must  live  in  triumph,  or  die  by  extermina- 
tion. The  case  is  fairly  made  up  before  the  Amer- 
ican people  whether  their  Government  shall  live 
or  whether  slavery  shall  die.  And  this  position 
was  reached  in  the  triumphs  of  freedom  and  the 
defeat  of  slavery  in  the  canvass  of  18G0. 

At  the  period  of  this  triumph,  the  long-threat- 
ened conflict  between  slavery  and  freedom  culmi- 
nated in  open  war.  It  had  been  tending  to  thi.s 
i.ssue  for  nearly  half  a  century;  and  now,  mad- 
dened by  pf)litical  defeat, it  struck  the  threatened 
blow,  and  during  the  waning  days  of  its  last  and 
cliosen  Administration,  selected  its  own  battle- 
field. Secession,  the  forerunner  of  war,  com- 
menced at  the  opening  of  the  last  Congress  of  Mr. 
Huchannn'a  Administration.  On  the  20th  day  of 
IJocember,  18G0,  South  Carolina  "seceded,"  as 
she  said,  froin  the  American  Union.  It  was  the 
falling  of  a  star  of  doubtful  brilliancy  and  more 
than  suspected  loyalty.  Four  days  Inter  her  whole 
delegation  withdrew  from  Congress,  and  left 
Wn.shington  in  order  to  prosecute  their  schemes 
of  treason.  Three  days  more,  and  the  Palmetto 
flag,  that  rag  of  rebellion  and  treason,  floated  over 
Charleston  and  Forts  Moultrie  and  Pinckney. 
Two  day  8  later,  and  Mr.  Floyd,  having  first  stolen 
the  Treasury  poor,  tendered  his  r('si'4nHtioii,and 
received  from  Mr.  Buchanan  ati  nfTectionate  and 
tearful  farewell !    On  the  5ih  duy  of  Janyury  fol- 


lowing, that  delectable  body, the  South  Carolina 
convention,  adjourned,  having  laid  the  corner- 
stone of  the  southern  confederacy  deep  in  the 
quicksands  of  slavery.  On  the  7th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, Mr.  Toombs  made  in  this  Senate  Chamber, 
and  standing  in  this  very  place,  a  most  treason- 
able speech  in  behalf  of  slavery  and  secession, 
and  left  Washington  unhung.  On  the  9th,  only 
two  days  later,  that  gallant  old  ship,  the  Star  of 
the  West,  while  entering  Charleston  harbor  on 
an  errand  of  mercy  which  an  angel  might  have 
envied,  was  fired  upon  and  compelled  to  return, 
and  on  the  28th  day  of  the  same  month  South 
Carolina  demanded  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter. 
On  the  4th  of  February,  18G1,  the  first  confeder- 
ate convention  was  held  at  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama; on  the  8th  a  constitution  was  adopted  and 
a  provisional  government  organized;  on  the  very 
next  day,  February  9,  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis  was 
elected  president  of  the  southern  confederacy;  and 
on  the  12th  day  of  April  the  batteries  of  Charles- 
ton opened  upon  Fort  Sumter,  which  was  com- 
pelled on  the  13th  to  surrender. 

Thus,  step  by  step,  in  quick  succession,  slavery 
committed  the  overt  acts  of  rebellion  and  treason, 
and  thus  opened  the  war  during  the  first  days  of 
the  present  Administration.  And  whatcould  have 
been  clearer  than  the  cause  of  the  rebellion  .'  What 
easier  than  then  and  there  to  have  pronounced 
upon  the  means  for  its  overthrow .'  But  how  slow 
it  was  to  learn  the  lesson  of  events,  to  compre- 
hend the  magnitude  of  the  struggle,  orthe  manner 
and  means  for  its  successful  termination  I  It  was 
early  and  hastily  proclaimed  that  the  relations  of 
the  Government  to  slavery  and  of  slavery  to  the 
States  should  remain  unchanged,  as  if  amid  the 
wreck  of  State  governments  and  State  sovereignty 
slavery  alone  was  entitled  to  stand;  that  whatever 
else  might  perish,  that  at  least  should  be  preserved. 
So  little  was  the  crisis  understood  that  it  was  pro- 
nounced a  "  ninety-day"  affair,  and  this  ended, 
the  States  were  all  to  be  restored,  and  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  remain  undisturbed.  It  wasun- 
liesitatingly  announced  that  this  was  no  war  for 
freedom  and  the  rights  of  man,  but  for  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  rights  of  the  States  in  the  restored 
Union;  and  to  make  this  position  doubly  sure,  a 
joint  resolution  was  dragged  through  Congress  to 
secure  it  against  further  question.  No  wonder 
that  wesufiered  theteachings  of  adversity, orthat 
our  course  lay  over  many  well-fought  battle-fields 
of  doubtful  triumph.  No  wonder,  I  repeat,  that 
with  such  declared  purposes  and  impolicies  we 
have  been  called  to  weep  over  the  slaughter  of 
thousands,  and  find  the  pathway  of  national  suc- 
cess to  be  "by  the  way  of  the  wilderness  and  the 
Red  sea."  Fora  year  and  a  half,  with  the  blind- 
est fanaticism,  it  followed  in  the  wake  of  slavery, 
for  that  interest  led.,  both  in  the  council  and  in  the 
field.  But,  by  the  discipline  of  sorrow  and  the 
teachings  of  adversity,  the  heart  of  the  nation  has 
been  reached,  and  rapidly  reorganizing,  the  peo- 
ple are  preparing  for  an  edict  of  emancipation, 
made  legal  and  irrepealable  by  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution,  as  provided  for  and  anticipated 
in  the  instrument  itself. 

Entertaining  these  views,  and  in  order  to  save 
this  Government  to  freedom,  and  that  the  hope  of 
its  founders  may  become  fully  realized,  we  are  for 
organizing  a  party  with  a  well-defined  platform 
and  policy;  for  in  periods  of  national  convulsion 
it  becomes  the  solemn  duty  of  the  people  to  in- 
crease their  vigilance,  and  to  acquire  new  strength 
for  the  support  of  their  cherished  institutions. 

The  Revolution  of  1776  produced  the  noblest 
political  declaratiot)  ever  made  to  the  world,  and 
on  which  was  afterward  founded  our  Federal  Con- 
stitution. But  the  inevitable  progress  of  ideas 
made  it  itnpossible  that  slavery  should  long  con- 
tinue to  exist  in  a  free  republic,  and  the  death- 
struggle  of  that  institution  has  nearly  resulted  in 
the  destruction  of  the  nation  it.ielf.  This  struggle 
has  rendered  obsolete  the  old  fallacy  of  a  political 
compromise  between  liberty  and  slavery,  on  which 
our  Union,  otherwise  admirable,  was  insecurely 
based;  and  it  has  proved  the  necessity  of  such 
amendments  of  our  Constitution  as  shall  enlarge 
its  spirit,  and  make  certain  the  way  of  emancipa- 
tion, and  guaranty  us  from  any  future  rebellion 
of  a  class  against  the  people,  who  are,  and  of  right 
should  ever  continue  to  be,  sovereign. 

In  the  present  conflict,  I  repeal,  all  political  par- 
ties have  been  destroyed.  Partisan  Democracy 
early  perished  through  the  alliance  and  corruption 


of  its  leaders  with  slavery;  partisan  Republican- 
ism, aiming  only  at  the  restraint  of  slavery,  and 
never  once  askiwgits  extinction,  was  shattered  by 
the  first  gun  aimed  at  Sumter. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  If  my  friend  from  Kansas 
will  allow  me,  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand 
precisely  some  of  the  statements  he  has  made. 
Am  I  to  understand  him  as  organizing  a  new  po- 
litical party  ? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  will  allow  the  Senator  to 
answer  me  at  full  length  in  a  few  minutes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  can- 
not be  interrupted  unless  he  gives  way. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  only  wished  to  under- 
stand the  Senator. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  was  saying  that  partisan 
Democracy  early  perished  through  the  alliance 
and  corruption  of  its  leaders  with  slavery;  parti- 
san Republicanism,  aiming  only  at  the  restraint 
of  slavery,  and  never  once  asking  its  extinction, 
was  shattered  by  the  first  gun  aimed  at  Fort  Sum- 
ter. No  party  now  exists  which  has  ever  been 
seen  in  a  national  convention.  And  after  three* 
years  of  fearful  and  exhausting  conflict,  the  coun- 
try is  still  menaced  by  dangers  which  can  only 
be  averted  by  instant  and  intelligent  political  action 
on  the  part  of  the  people,  and  a  marching  to  tri- 
umph and  victory  on  the  part  of  the  Army.  To 
save  the  nation  from  demoralization  and  disgrace- 
ful bankruptcy,  and  also  from  the  threatened  per- 
ils of  official  usurpations,  a  contest  of  ideas  is  in- 
augurated for  the  promotion  of  just  principles, and 
not  for  the  aggrandizement  of  men.  To  this  end 
the  aid  of  all  citizens  should  be  invoked  who 
desire  a  speedy  restoration  of  the  Union  upon 
the  principle  of  universal  freedom  secured  by  an 
amended  Constitution,  inviting  all  to  unite  in  ad- 
vocating and  maintaining  a  political  organization 
embracing  the  vital  issues  of  the  present  day. 

1.  The  immediate  suppression  of  the  rebellion, 
by  using  and  controlling,  if  need  be,  for  the  time 
being  all  the  civil  and  all  the  military  power  of  this 
nation,  without  premature  offers  of  pardon  by 
proclan'ation  of  amnesty  to  traitors,  but  reserving 
to  a  triumphant  people  the  right  to  determine  to 
what  extent  mercy  sliall  be  tempered  with  justice. 

2.  Such  amendments  to  the  Federal  Constitution 
as  shall  prohibit  slavery  wherever  the  flag  of  the 
Union  floats,  with  suitable  encouragement  to  a 
general  system  of  education,  in  order  that  suffrage 
shall  be  intelligent  as  well  as  free,  thus  furnishing 
additional  guarantee  for  the  perpetuity  of  our  lib- 
erties. 

3.  The  maintenance  of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  by 
which  the  despotisms  that  afflict  the  Old  World 
shall  be  denied  any  additional  foothold  in  the  New, 
thus  guarding  our  country  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  tyranny,  and  dedicating  this  American 
continent  to  the  development  of  popular  institu- 
tions. 

4.  The  organization  of  a  rigid  economy  in  the 
administration  of  public  affairs,  in  order  both  to 
relieve  the  burdens  of  the  people  and  to  insure  the 
financial  credit  of  the  nation. 

5.  The  confiscation  of  the  property  of  leading 
rebels,  and  inauguration  of  republican  govern- 
ments in  all  the  districts  in  rebellion,  whensoever 
the  loyal  inhabitants  shall  voluntarily  acquiesce 
in  and  adopt  the  same. 

().  The  perfection  of  a  sound  system  of  national 
currency,  made  stable  and  sure  by  a  pledge  of  the 
wealth  and  resources  of  the  whole  country,  thus 
protecting  the_  jieople  from  the  evils  of  an  issue 
of  nnguaraiuie'd  paper  currency,  and  sup|)lying 
them  with  a  safe  and  convenient  medium  of  com- 
mercial exchange  in  a  national  currency  of  uni- 
form value  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  con- 
vertible into  gold  without  loss. 

7.  Such  subordination  of  the  several  States  to 
the  General  Government  as  shall  secure  a  homo- 
geneous and  undisputed  nationality,  while  not  de- 
stroying the  rights  reserved  to  the  States,  so  that 
allegiance  to  the  national  Government  shall  al- 
ways be  regarded  as  the  highest  fealty,  and  the 
title  of  an  American  citizen  the  proudest  that  can 
be  borne,  believing  liiin  to  be  an  American  who 
has  an  American  heart  in  his  bosom,  no  matter 
where  may  have  been  the  accident  of  liis  birth  or 
education,  for  he  is  as  likely  to  be  as  truly  an 
American  who  becomes  one  from  choice  as  he 
who  is  compelled  to  be  one  from  necessity. 

8.  A  giMitral  adherence  to  the  usage  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  thirty  years  past  in  the  one-term 
principle  as  applied  to  the  officcof  the  Presidency, 
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believing  that  the  policy  of  a  second  and  third 
election  is  fruitful  of  temptations,  and  tends  to  im- 
pair the  parity  and  patriotism  of  his  Administra- 
tion,and  to  surround  him  witli  influences  fatal  to 
the  use  of  free  and  unbiased  executive  patronage, 
and  highly  dangerous  to  popular  liberty,  virhich 
he  was  chosen  to  protect. 

9.  Through  protection  to  individual  rights,  in- 
cluding those  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and 
the  liberty  of  speech  and  publication,  while  at  the 
same  time  there  are  suitable  safeguards  against  a 
treasonable,  subsidized,  and  corrupted  press. 

10.  Tlie  support  of  a  liberal  and  protective  sys- 
tem of  foreign  emigration,  wliich  shall  attest  our 
sympathies  with  the  struggling  people  of  Europe, 
while  it  shall  replenish  the  wastes  of  the  present 
destructive  war,  stimulate  our  injured  commerce, 
supply  the  demand  for  labor,  and  develop  those 
immense  resources  of  our  country  on  which  we 
must  so  greatly  rely  for  the  speedy  extinguish- 
ment of  the  national  debt. 

11.  The  extension  of  suitable  aid  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway  across  the  continent,  for  the 
better  union  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  States,  and 
their  easier  defense  against  possible  foreign  ene- 
mies, as  well  as  to  hasten  the  development  of  the 
rich  milling  regions  of  the  continent,  which,  we 
have  reason  to  believe,  are  destined  to  control  the 
commercial  values  of  the  world. 

Mr.  President,  I  need  not  add  more.  The  earn- 
est and  loyal  men  of  the  country  are  awakening 
and  uniting  upon  these  issues.  We  have  had 
enough  of  hesitating  and  uncertain  policies; 
enough  of  indecisions  and  of  wrong  decisions; 
enough  of  coldness  and  of  neglect  given  to  the 
friendsof  the  Government,  while  favor  and  kind- 
ness have  been  meted  out  to  its  enemies.  The 
voices  of  the  multitude,  like  the  mingling  of  many 
waters,  are  calling  for  vigor,  progress,  and  suc- 
cess. This  appeal  is  urged  by  the  sad  memories 
of  an  unsatisfied  record  of»lhe  past,  by  doubtful 
and  uncertain  movements  of  the  present  moment, 
and  by  the  most  fearful  apprehensions  of  the  fu- 
ture; and  faith  in  progress  and  triumph  of  the 
right  must  not  be  left  to  languish  without  works. 
One  blow  for  freedom  by  an  edict  of  legislative 
emancipation,  made  efficient  by  a  cordial  and  de- 
cided executive  enforcement,  would  make  "  our 
light  to  rise  in  obscurity,"  and  we  should  expect 
success  in  no  other  way.  And,  sir,  we  are  urged 
to  commence  this  work  only  in  this  way  by  a  re- 
membrance of  every  martyr  to  liberty  since  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  and  especially  by  the 
fathers  of  this  Republic,  who  cradled  its  infancy, 
making  it  the  day-dream  of  their  hopes,  while  it 
"inspired  their  songs  in  the  night."  We  are 
impelled  to  it  by  a  sight  of  the  weeds  of  sorrow, 
that  are  indicative  of  the  mourning  of  ten  thou- 
sand hearts,  in  households  now  and  hereafter  to 
be  forever  desolate.  We  must  accomplish  this 
work  ill  this  way  to  strengthen  the  arms  of  our 
brave  men  in  the  field  who  are  periling  their  lives 
for  their  country,  their  Government,  and  man- 
kind. And  above  all,  and  more  than  all,  by  the 
recollection  of  fifty  thousand  northern  and  west- 
ern freemen  who  have  gone  down  to  early  and 
unmonumented  graves  on  the  soil  of  slavery,  and 
because  of  it,  trusting,  as  I  hope  they  did,  that 
the  "  spiritof  liberty"  would  early  rise  from  their 
ashes  and  linger  there  as  the  guardian  of  freedom, 
restoring  man  to  his  manhood,  making  it  doubly 
certain  that  in  the  Union  that  is  to  be  liberty  and 
union  shall  be  forever  one  and  forever  inseparable. 

Sir,  to  close  the  war  in  this  way  will  be  most 
gratifying  to  mankind;  for  we  stand  to-day  in  the 
face  of  the  world.  The  present  generation,  the 
millions  to  come  after  us,  are  interested,  equally 
with  us,  in  this  struggle.  Letthe  newsgo  through 
the  nations  that  with  the  triumph  of  the  Union 
liberty  has  triumphed,  every  fetter  has  been  bro- 
ken, the  oppressed  gone  free,  and,  sir,  every  dun- 
geon of  tyranny  in  the  Old  World  will  be  illu- 
minated for  the  hour,  andjoyous  tears  of  gratitude 
falling  upon  the  wasting  limb  of  the  captive  will 
soften  his  fetters  and  enable  his  emaciated  hands 
to  be  uplifted  while  he  thanks  his  God,  and  waits, 
and  hopes.  Oh  !  this  is  a  war  for  mankind.  It 
lias  ihe  old  baltle-cry  of  liberty.  It  establishes 
freedom  in  a  free  Government  as  the  hope  of  the 
world. 

And,  sir,  I  will  not  omit  to  say  that  in  this  con- 
flict of  arms,  if  prosecuted  in  this  way,  we  shall 
be  successful.  Whether  the  sky  at  this  moment 
looks  bright  or  dark,  wlieliier  the  conflict  of  the 


present  shall  rage  for  a  longer  or  a  shorter  period, 
It  shall  terminate  ere  long  in  the  triumph  of  jus- 
tice and  liberty.  They  who  are  for  this  result 
are  more  than  they  who  be  against  it.  Porto  this 
side  of  the  issue  plead  truth,  justice,  God,  and  His 
oppressed  poor;  the  captive  in  his  cell;  the  fe't- 
tered  prisoner  wasting  in  despotic  and  hopeless 
dungeons;  the  slave,  waiting  in  undying  hope,  and 
now  for  the  first  time  allowed  to  strike  the  redeem- 
ing blow  of  his  own  freedom — these  all,  all  unite 
in  an  appeal  of  agony  that  this  grCat  heritage  of 
freedom,  bequeathed  by  its  immortal  founders  to 
human  nature,  shall  triumph  in  this  its  last  great 
struggle,  and  remain  here  upon  this  American 
continent  as  an  asylum  for  mankind  forever. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Mr.  President,  if  the 
"chairman  of  the  national  executive  committee" 
shall  organize  a  new  party  which  shall  accom- 
plish all  the  great  results  which  he  has  foreshad- 
owed in  his  speech  to-day,  it  will  be  well  for  the 
country  and  well  for  freedom  everywhere. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Kansas  tells  us 
that  lie  was  made  chairman  of  a  national  execu- 
tive committee,  and  that  there  was  a  meeting  some- 
where in  some  dark  corner — he  does  not  tell  us 
where — attended  by  some  members  of  Congress 
and  some  quite  respectable  people  living  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colu.mbia,and  some  distinguished  gentle- 
men from  various  States,  and  that  thus  assembled 
these  distinguished  persons  appointed  this  com- 
mittee. It  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any 
notice  ever  published  of  any  such  convention,  or 
of  any  such  organization,  or  any  such  assembling 
together  of  distinguished  patriots  who  love  their 
country  better  than  anybody  else  loves  it;  nor  does 
he  state  where  this  grave  conclave  assembled,  nor 
when  this  committee  was  constituted. 

Now,  sir,  I  agree  pretty  much  with  everything 
the  honorable  Senator  has  said.  It  is  true,  agreat 
deal  of  his  speech  is  made  up  of  old  Democratic 
platitudes  strung  together  after  the  manner  of  old 
Democratic  platforms.  All  this  twaddle  about 
economy  and  the  economical  administration  of  the 
Government  was  uttered  by  Democratic  politi- 
cians who  put  in  nomination  Mr.  Buchanan  just 
as  clearly  and  just  as  forcibly  as  the  lionorable 
Senator  from  Kansas  has  enunciated  it  to-day. 

He  has  referred  to  a  circular  which  this  "  na- 
tional executive  committee,"  that  somebody  ap- 
pointed— the  honorable  Senator  does  not  tell  who 
— issued  and  sent  out.  He  says  that  he  formally 
directed  it  in  a  sealed  envelope  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  was  sent  to  the 
heads  of  the  Departments.  What  is  there  in  this 
circular?  What  does  it  contain  ?  It  declares,  first, 
that  Mr.  Lincoln  cannot  be  reelected,  even  if  we 
wanted  him  for  our  candidate.  How  docs  the 
honorable  "  chairman  of  the  national  executive 
committee,"  which  somebody  appointed,  know 
that.'  The  honorable  Senator  did  not  inform  us, 
as  "  chairman  of  the  national  executive  com- 
mittee," no  more  than  he  informed  us  who  made 
that  committee,  and  who  authorized  him  on  be- 
half of  any  political  party  or  any  considerable 
body  of  men  to  issue  any  such  circular. 

The  second  proposition  in  this  circular  is,  that 
if  Mr.  Lincoln  should  be  reelected,  "his  manifest 
tendency  to  compromise  and  temporary  expedi- 
ents of  policy  will  become  stronger  during  a  sec- 
ond term  than  it  has  been  in  the  first,  and  the 
cause  of  human  liberty  and  the  dignity  and  honor 
of  the  nation  suffer  proportionably,  wliile  the  war 
may  continue  to  languish  during  the  whole  Ad- 
ministration till  the  public  debt  shall  become  a 
burden  too  great  to  be  borne." 

I  have  heard  it  said,  upon  what  authority  I  can- 
not say,  and  I  should  like  to  ask  the  honorable 
"  chairman  of  the  national  executive  committee," 
if  he  can  inform  the  Senate  and  the  country  up^^i 
the  fact,  whether  or  no  his  candidate,  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  did  not  advocate 
and  recommend  on  the  part  of  the  Administration 
that  the  South  should  be  permitted  to  go  without 
resistance.''  I  Suppose  the  honorable  Senator  can 
answer  that  question,  as  he  is  "chairman  of  the 
national  executive  committee,"  who  have  raised 
up  Mr.  Chase  as  their  candidate.  I  do  not  sec 
that  the  honorable  Senator, the  "chairman  of  the 
national  executive  committee,"  lias  anything  to 
respond  to  that  question. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  desire  the  gentleman  to 
conclude  his  remarks  before  I  answer.  I  do  not 
like  to  be  interrupted  myself  when  making  a 
speech,  ami  I  never  interrupt  anybody.      Wlien 


the  gentleman  gets  through  his  remarks  I  shall 
have  an  opportunity  to  reply. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  1  do  not  assert  that  Mr. 
Chase  ever  advocated  such  a  projjosition,  for  I 
never  heard  him  do  so.  I  do  not  assert  that  he 
ever  assumed  any  such  position, for  I  never  heard 
him  assume  it;  but  I  have  heard  otiitr  men  say 
that  he  did  assume  the  position,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  rebellion,  that  it  was  better  to  let  the 
South  go  than  to  openly  oppose  their  secession  by 
force  of  arms.  I  should  like  to  have  the  country 
enlightened  by  the  honorable  "  chairman  of  the 
national  executive  committee"  upon  thisone  point 
in  regard  to  the  nosition  of  his  favorite  candidate. 

The  Senator  opposes  Mr.  Lincoln  because,  he 
says,  he  is  too  conservative,  and  will  be  more  so 
in  a  second  than  he  was  in  his  first  term.  I  said 
the  other  day,  and  I  believe  it  is  correct,  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  been  too  slow; 
he  has  been  behind  the  popular  sentiment  in  this 
country,  in  seizing  hold  of  those  great  measures 
which  strike  diiectly  at  the  very  root  of  this  re- 
bellion; but  that,  in  my  judgment,  is  his  only 
fault.  Mr.  Lincoln  has  never  taken  one  step  back- 
ward since  this  rebellion  commenced.  He  has 
been  as  firm  as  the  everlasting  hills,  when  he  has 
assumed  a  position  in  favor  of  emancipation,  or 
any  other  measure;  and,  while  men  of  his  own 
party  have  called  upon  him,  time  after  time,  to 
withdraw  from  the  positions  he  had  assumed,  he 
has  remained  fixed  in  his  purposes.  Mr.  Lincoln 
has  been  as  firm  as  the  rocks  in  his  determination 
to  put  down  this  rebellion,  as  well  as  in  pressing 
forward  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and  in  pursuing 
whathe  believed  to  be  his  duty  in  the  maintenance 
of  this  Government.  While  others  have  faltered 
the  President  has  stood  firm;  while  mar>y  of  his 
friends  have  doubted,  Mr.  Lincoln  has  knd  faith, 
an  abiding  faith,  in  the  ultimate  success  of  our 
cause. 

There  has  not  been  one  hour  since  the  rebellion 
broke  out  when  our  Chief  Magistrate  for  one 
moment  entertained  the  idea  of  abandoning  this 
contest.  He  never  for  one  moment  thought  of 
surrendering  one  inch  of  territory  belonging  to 
this  nation,  nor  has  he  entertained  the  idea  of 
compromise  with  rebels  in  arms,  either  by  letting 
them  go  without  resistance,  as  some  suggested,  or 
by  treating  while  they  were  engaged  in  war  upon 
the  Government. 

According  to  this  circular,  while  Mr.  Lincoln 
is  too  compromising,  too  vacillating  and  uncer- 
tain, Mr.  Chase  is  the  man  of  all  other  men  to 
putdown  this  rebellion  and  to  maintain  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  country.  Why,  sir,  in  this 
very  circular  the  Administration  itself  is  assailed; 
and  who  is  the  honorable  Senator's  candidate  but 
a  member  of  this  very  Administration  ?  He  seeks 
in  this  circular,  v/hich  is  dragged  in  here  by  his 
speech,  to  tear  down  the  Administration  in  order 
to  defeat  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  then  he  raises  up  a 
member  of  this  same  Admintstration  as  his  par- 
ticular candidate  ! 

The  honorable  Senator  says  that  the  "  national 
executive  committee"still  lives.  He  tells  us,  also, 
that  he  is  opposed  to  sowing  discord;  that  it  is 
unwise  in  this  hour  of  peril;  and  yet  he  has  issued 
and  sent  all  over  the  country  a  circular,  every 
tendency  of  which  is  to  impair  the  confiJence  of 
this  nation  and  of  the  party  friends  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln in  his  administration.  He  informs  the  Sen- 
ate that  he  comes  to  build  up  and  not  to  tear 
down. 

I  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  infer  from  the 
course  the  honorable  Senator  has  taken  that  he  is 
bent  upon  impairing  the  confidence  which  the  peo- 
ple have  in  their  President.  I  cannot  perceive  any 
other  object  in  the  issuance  of  the  circular  to  which 
lie  has  r(>ferred.  1  ask  the  hon(M'able  Senator,  is 
it  patriotic  at  this  time  of  terrible  strife  to  preju- 
dice the  people  against  the  Administration  which 
is  struggling  with  such  great  energy  to  uphold  the 
Governmennt.'  Is  itjustinthe  |iretended  friends 
of  the  Administration  to  do  this.' 

Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  assail  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  because  I  believe  he  has 
performed  his  duty  as  ably  as  any  other  officer 
in  the  Government.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
officer  in  theGnvernment,  or  that  theGovernmeiit 
ever  had  an  otlicerwho  discharged  his  severe  du- 
ties with  greater  ability  than  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury;  but  I  submit  whether  it 
is  in  good  (aste  for  the  friends  of  that  officer,  wliile 
he  remains  in  the  Cabinet  of  Mi-.  LincDln,  to  au- 
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sail  the  chief  of  Mr.  Cluise  in  order  that  they  may 
elevate  him  to  power.  This  Administration  must 
stand  or  fail  as  a  unit;  and  if  its  friends  assail  the 
Structure  in  order  that  they  may  profit  by  it,  I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  all  the  friends  of  the  Ad- 
ministration to  rally  to  the  support  of  the  Pres- 
ident arulhis  Cabinet,  an<1  to  sustain  the  country 
in  this  liour  of  peril  and  disaster. 

I  have  not  risen  here  to  speak  for  Mr.  Lincoln 
or  to  speak  against  Mr.  Chase;  but  1  have  risen 
to  utter  my  protest  against  the  action  of  those 
members  of  the  party  which  placed  Mr.  Lincoln 
in  power  who  appear  to  desire  the  destruction  of 
the  party  itself  and  the  Administration,  in  order 
that  they  may  pick  out  this  or  that  particular 
friend  and  elevate  liim  to  some  position  of  dignity 
or  honor. 

Mr.  POMEROY;  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  make  any  reply,  as  the  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota [Mr.  Wilkikson]  admits  that  he  does  not 
know  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  the  charge 
referred  to  by  him.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  reply 
to  such  a  cluuge  when  he  ascertains  tliat  there  is 
any  truth  in  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  that  the  question  asked 
by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Grimes,]  "What 
has  become  of  the  bill.'"  will  be  the  question  tliat 
ve  shall  all  ask  each  other.  We  have  a  bill  pend- 
ing here  to  increase  the  pay  of  someone  hundred 
and  ten  or  one  hundred  and  fifteen  colored  regi- 
ments— eighty  thousand  men.  It  is  a  very  iin  port- 
ant  bill,  and  1  am  anxious  to  have  a  vote  upon  it 
to-day.  If  Senators,  especially  on  this  side  of 
the  Chamber,  desire  to  discuss  the  presidential 
question,  as  it  must  be  a  very  profitable  one  at  this 
lime,  1  hope  they  v/ill  postpone  it  to  some  more 
convenient  season  and  on  some  other  bill.  I  want 
to  get  a^vote,  if  possible,  on  this  bill  now. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Sherman 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  before  the  Senate  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Davis,]  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  pending 
bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
section. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

.Jnil  he  ilfiiilhcr  enacted,  Tliat  every  slave  orflaves  that 
may  liavc  l)c<;ii  licrelolbic  or  may  lierealter  lie  taken  into 
theservicc?  ot'tlV!  United  Slato^',  ilie  loyal  nwneror  owners 
of  Riicli  slave  or  slaves  shall  he  enliljiil  to  tlieir  fair  and 
reasonalilc  value,  to  be  ascertained  hy  three  connnic^sinners 
In  lie  appninled  liy  the  United  States  district  court  for  the 
district  iVoni  wliicli  s\icli  slave  or  slaves  may  have  been 
taken,  and  such  commissioners  shall  take  evidence  and  re- 
port on  the  points  ot'tlie  loyalty  and  oivneisliip  of  the  claim- 
ants, and  the  value  oI'Mieh  slave  or  slavi;s,  and  when  said 
report  is  confirmed  by  the  distiict  court  atoresaid,  it  sliall 
be  conclusive  on  the  points  embraced  by  it;  and  on  the 
prcseiuation  of  an  authenticated  copy  of  said  report  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  any  sum  or  sums  tlieiein  appearing 
to  be  due  any  loyal  owner  or  owners  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  Mr.  President,  my 
colleague  has  presented  himself  to-day  before  the 
country  as  the  peculiar  advocate  and  leader  of 
radicalism.  There  was  a  question  a  few  months 
ago  that  assuined  a  tiatioiial  character,  in  which 
the  radicals  of  the  United  States  took  a  deep  in- 
terest, and  in  which  they  differed  with  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates.  I  allude  to  the  removal 
of  General  Schofield  from  the  command  of  the 
Missouri  d(!partmcnt.  So  itnportant  did  iherad- 
iciil  elemtrril  of  the  country  deem  it  tliat  they  sent 
from  Missouri  and  Kansas  a  delegation  of  well- 
nigh  one  hundred  prominent  citizens,  all  partaking 
of  railical  opinions.  The  movements  ofthaidel- 
egalion  had  the  sympathy  of  the  entire  radical 
party  of  the  Union,  of  the  couticil  that  met  at 
Clevi'j.And,  and  of  the  council  of  llic  Loyal  League 
that  met  in  this  c.iiy,  I  ihinlc  only  about  two 
month.s  since.  1  desire  to  ask,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  radical  jiarty  of  the  nation,  if  my  colleague 
wa.i  not  at  tliat  time,  on  that  vital  question,  di- 
rectly in  ofipositioii  to  the  radical  partj',  and 
■whether  he  was  not  opposed  and  did  not  use  his 
senatorial  and  personal  indiK-iice  to  prevent  the 
removal  of  General  Schofield  from  the  cominand 
of  the  Missouri  department?  I  think  it  proper, 
wlien  a  gentlennm  stands  forth  as  the  leadi'r  of  the 
radical  party,  that  he  should  be  able  to  point  to 
some  evidence  of  his  sincerity;  and  1  now  put  the 
question  lo  liiin  and  ask  him  for  a  categorical  an- 
swer: was  you  or  was  you  not  oppo.sed  lo  the 
removal  of  Getnial  Schofield  from  the  de])art- 
ment  of  .Missouri  ? 

Mr.  ANTIiONY.  Mr.  President,  I  deairn  to 
say  to  tiie  fricnd.iof  Mr.  Lincoln  and  the  friund.s  of 


Mr.  Chase — and  1  am  the  friend  of  both — I  am  so 
certain  of  it  that  I  can  say  italmost  (ifiieiallv,  tliat 
each  of  them  would  rather  have  this  bill  passed 
than  to  have  his  own  pretensions  exalted  or  those 
of  the  other  depreciated.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Kansas  will  not  answer  the  question  {>ro|30unded 
to  him  by  his  colleague  until  we  have  passed  this 
bill.  If  any  Senator  has  anything  to  say  on  this 
bill  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  hear  him;  but  I  hope 
we  shall  let  the  Presidency  alone  for  this  day  at 
least.  • 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  shall  only  say  one  word 
to  gratify  my  colleague.  The  head  and  front  of 
my  offending,  if  it  be  any,  is  this:  I  wrote  a  letter 
whicli  I  suppose  Mr.  Lincoln  got — I  intended  he 
should  get  it — staling  that  if  he  desired  a  radical 
policy  to  be  pursued  in  Missouri,  General  Scho- 
field could  do  it  for  him  better  than  any  other  man; 
because  i  knew  that  General  Schofield  was  acting 
under  direct  orders  from  the  President,  and  some 
orders  not  given  through  the  War  Department; 
and,  as  he  possessed  the  confidence  of  the  conserv- 
ative party  there,  if  Mr.  Lincoln  had  a  policy  of 
a  radical  kind  that  he  desired  to  put  through  in 
Missouii,  he  was  the  man  to  do  it. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  When  I  came  here  three  months 
ago,  I  was  very  anxious  that  one  of  the  first  meas- 
ures passed  by  Congress  should  be  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,  and  I  used  all  the  influence 
I  could,  both  in  the  Senate  and  out  of  it,  to  se- 
cure its  immediate  consideration.  That  was  one 
of  the  reasons  why  I  opposed  the  tacking  on  of 
amendments  to  the  original  bill  as  it  .was  intro- 
duced by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  because 
I  believed  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  pass  in 
order  to  do  justice  to  a  large  body  of  men  in  the 
public  employment.  Now,  let  me  say  to  our 
friends  here  that  on  this  question  I  believe  we  are 
all  agreed,  that  theije  is  a  necessity  for  the  imtne- 
diate  passage  of  this  bill,  and  that  we  are  doing  a 
great  deal  of  injustice  by  refusing  to  pass  it.  I 
therefore  ask  Senators  to  let  us  go  on  with  the 
consideration  of  this  bill,  and  then,  if  they  desire 
to  enter  into  apolitical  dis'cussion  on  any  subse- 
quent day,  they  can  have  my  full  assent.  In  order 
10  show  the  Senate  what  are  the  necessities  for  its 
immediate  passage,  not  only  in  relation  to  the 
troops  which  have  been  alluded  to  by  the  Sena- 
tors from  Massachusetts  on  a  former  occasion, 
but  in  relation  to  the  troops  in  the  Western  de- 
partment, I  desire  to  read  an  extrtict  from  a  letter 
from  a  very  intelligent  young  officer,  a  young  man 
whom  I  have  known  from  his  childhood,  who  is 
a  captain  in  the  first  Alabama  colored  regiment. 
He  says: 

"  My  experienco  with  tliose  regiments  convinces  me  that 
they  will  make  the  best  soldiers  in  the  world  if  properly 
treated.  JJut  tliey  will  never  come  up  to  that  standard  of 
perfection  while  the  distinction  above  alluded  to  is  made.'" 

That  is,  the  distinction  in  regard  to  pay. 

"  They  feel  it,  and  understand  it  as  well  as  any  soldiers. 
They  talk  as  iiitelli;;eiilly  about  the  matter  as  we  do.  Our 
regiment  has  been  in  liie  service  iiiiu;  mouths.  It  did  all 
the  fatigue  duly  at  the  post  of  Corinth  while  there,  and  has 
been  doing  grand  guard  duly  since  llie  Isld.'iy  of  July  of  last 
year.  At  first  we  were  allowed  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
piekct  line. 

"  (n  November  the  first  Alabama  and  first  Tennessee  col- 
ored troops  lield  Corinth  and  uventy  miles  of  the  Mcm- 
phis  and  Charleston  railroad,  including  four  of  its  most 
important  bridg(.'s,  and  it  was  universally  coiieeded  that 
our  troops  did  betti^r  guard  duty  and  coniniiUed  fewer  dep- 
redations tlian  any  others.  \\'hen  ordered  by  Cimeial  Sher- 
man to  evacuate  Corinth,  we  li|-oui;l.'t  oif  salely  all  the  Gov- 
ernment properly,  inekuling  UalleeU's  immense  sii.'ge  train, 
though  nien.-ieeil  on  the  east  by  lioddy  and  on  the  south- 
west by  Forri;st.  'I'lic  vast  amount  oiiatigiie  duty  re(iuired 
oV  these  reginieiitr'  wears  out  a  great  deal  of  elothing.  Thir- 
ty-six dollais  will  not  sulliee.  Some  of  our  men  liav('  already 
<lrawii,  ineluding  oveieoats  and  blankets,  titty  or  si.vty  dol- 
lars' worlii  of  elolhiiig.  It  will  require  a  stoppage  of  four 
months'  pay  to  settle  for  this  surplus.  In  .Tamiary  we  were 
ordered  by  the  >olonel  to  draw  dress  coats  for  our  com- 
p:ffties,  with  the  assurance  lliat  the  v\'ages  of  our  men  would 
lie  raised  from  the  begimiing  of  the  ycsir.  We  were  thus 
led  lo  ineur  an  extra  e.\p(mso  of  $700  per  company. 

"  We  ari'  teaching  our  men  lo  read  and  write.  Hundreds 
of  tlicm  an;  reading,  anil  sc<ires  of  them  sign  the  p.ay-rolls 
in  a  fuir  iind  legible  hand.     Some  of  ciqr  sergeants  are  free  j 
men  from  the  iVorlh  and  good  scholars;  yet  they  only  re- 
ceive sei:en  (hilars  per  nionlli,  the  same  as  the  priv.ates. 

"If  something  is  not  done  lor  us  soon  ihe  oliiciTs  of  these 
regiments  will  be  ruined.  These  clothing  hills  muit  he  scl- 
lleil. 

"All  the  picket  duty  around  Memphis  is  now  done  by 
colored  troops,  the  firsl  ,\lahama  and  tirsl  and  second  'l"cn- 
nessce.  Seven  ollieeis  and  nearly  three  hundn d  men  of 
the  first  Alabama  are  on  iluty  every  day.  'I'he  pieket  lini' 
of  onr  reginuMil  is  live'  miles  long.  We  relieved  a  whole 
brigade  of  while  troops." 

This  is  the  com!  i lion  of  the  troops  in  tliat  section 
of  country.     1  think  no  stronger  argument  could 


be"nrgcd  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  than 
the  mere  stntement.s  that  this  letter  contains,  writ- 
ten by  a  young  man,  as  I  said  before,  whom  I 
have  known  from  his  boyhood,  and  one  of  the 
most  intelligrnland  pure  young  men  I  ever  knew. 
I  trust,  Mr.  President,  that  we  shall  have  no  more 
of  this  discussion,  and  that  we  shall  proceed  with 
the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  Mr.  President,  I  re- 
ceive the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island  kindly.  I  am  as  anxio,us  to  pass  this  bill 
as  the  Senator  from  Rhode  island  or  any  other 
Senator,  but  1  deem  the  unity  of  the  loyal  men 
of  the  country  more  important  than  the  passage 
of  any  bill,  and  believing,  as  I  do,  that  there  has 
been  an  attempt  in  this  Senate,  a  systemsitic  at- 
tempt, to  inaugurate  an  effort,  dictatorial,  if  you 
please,  emanating  not  from  the  people  of  the 
country,  but  from  a  political  clique  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  having  for  its  object  a  division  of 
the  loyal  people  of  the  country,  I  feel  that  I  am  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duty  to  my  country  when  I 
expose  the  effort  and  the  parties  engaged  in  the 
inglorious  effort. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  my  colleague  filed  a  protest 
in  writing  in  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  against  the  removal  of  General  Scho- 
field; that  hedidcommit  himself  in  writing  against 
the  removal  of  General  Schofield  from  commanil 
in  Missouri,  and  ihat  it  was  the  efforts  of  him  and 
others  like  him  that  caused  the  President  of  liie 
United  States  to  hesitate  as  long  as  he  did  in  the 
removal  of  General  Schofield  from  the  command 
of  the  department  of  Missouri.  I  feel  that  I  have 
here  as  elsewhere  a  right  to  speakas  a  mem*ber  of 
the  original  radical  Union  party  of  this  country. 
Consistent  as  the  earth  to  the  sun  has  been  my 
course  in  the  advocacy  of  original  radical  Union 
sentiments,  and  when  I  see  an  effort  made  to  di- 
vide the  loyal  party  of  the  country  against  him 
who,  in  my  opinion^ is  the  consistent,  stern,  and 
proper  leader  of  that  party,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Presidei^l  of  the  United  States,  I  will  here  or  else- 
where endeavor  to  expose  the  effort,  let  it  come 
from  whom  it  may. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  shall  have  to  correct  my 
colleague  in  one  thing.  I  never  filed  any  protest 
against  General  Schofield  's  removal  with  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  or  anybody  else.  1  did 
write  a  letter  to  a  Secretary  of  his,  presuming  that 
he  would  show  it  to  the  President,  the  purport  of 
which  was  that  having  been  through  the  western 
country,  and  having  seen  the  difficulties  there, 
I  thought  if  he  desired  a  radical,  strong  policy  in 
Missouri  General  Schofield  was  his  man,  because 
he  could  do  what  nobody  else  could  do.  I  did 
write  such  a  letter  to  the  President's  Secretary, 
and  I  presume  he  saw  it.  Beyond  that  1  wrote 
nothing  to  the  Pi-esident  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  We  asked  the  re- 
moval of  General  Schofield  because  he  was  not 
a  radical.  My  colleague  asked  that  he  be  retained 
because  he  was  a  radical,  and  therefore  Mr.  Lin- 
coln hesitated.  While  I  am  up  I  desire  to  answer 
a  suggestion  made  by  the  now  Chairman  [Mr. 
Sherm.\n]  yesterday,  thai  General  Curtis  was  re- 
moved because  he  was  a  radical.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  unintentionally  did 
Mr.  Lincoln  great  injustice  in  that  remark.  Gen- 
eral Curtis  was  not  removed  because  he  was  a 
radical.  The  President  of  the  United  Slates  saw 
that  there  was  a  dilficulty,  a  political  difficulty, 
between  General  Curtis  and  Governor^  Gamble, 
which  he  could  not  reconcile.  He  had. not  the 
power  to  remove  Governor  Gamble,  and  there- 
fore was  compelled  to  remove  General  Curtis. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Sherman-.) 
The  question  is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Davis.] 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
say  a  word  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
lucky  in  his  amendmeiil  seems  to  assume  that  the 
action  of  Congress  has  violated  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  by  the  law  as  it 
now  stands  Congress  has  assumed  to  pay  to  the 
loyal  master  a  certain  sum  of  money  when  his 
slave  is  drafted  into  the  service.  Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, without  going  into  the  discussion  of  the 
question  which  has  been  so  often  discussed  on  this 
floor,  whether  tln.re  can  be  any  such  thing  as 
prop(M'ty  in  man,  1  will  simply  slate  my  own 
opinion.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales 
recognize,s  no  more  jiroperty  in  a  slave  than   it 
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recognizes  in  a  child  under  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  or  in  an  ajiprentice  who  may  be  bound  to 
serve  his  master  until  twenty-one  years  of  age  at 
any  trade  or  any  service.  It  does  acknowledge, 
however,  that  by  the  laws  of  certain  States  cer- 
tain persons  may  be  held  to  service;  but  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Constitution  which  prevents  this 
Government,  whenever  it  desires  the  physical 
force  of  the  country  to  be  called  into  its  service, 
from  calling  for  the  service  of  all  persons,  black  or 
white;  there  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  which 
prevents  our  drafting  a  black  man  as  soon  as^we 
can  draft  a  white  man  into  the  service;  of  taking 
the  slave  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
just  as  soon  as  taking  my  son  under  twenty-one 
ye.irs  of  age. 

But,  sir,  that  is  not  the  point  that  I  desire  to  dis- 
cuss. Tlie  point  which  he  raises  is  as  to  what  is 
"just  compensation;"  and  going  upon  his  own 
ground,  even  if  the  Constitution  did  recognize 
slaves  ill  some  sense  to  be  property,  still  there  is 
no  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  We  may  take  private  property  for  public 
use  upon  just  compensation.  The  gentleman  does 
not  deny  that;  and  I  say  Congres.s  may  judge  of 
the  value  of  that  property.  If  we  desire  a  piece 
of  ground  on  which  to  build  a  fort,  we  can  send 
our  committee  to  look  at  it,  they  can  see  it,  view 
it  for  themselves,  appraise  its  value,  report  to 
Congress,  Congress  can  pass  a  law  to  pay  a  certain 
amount  of  money  for  that  property,  and  then  take 
the  property.     Certainly  they  can. 

Mr.  President,  I  rose  simply  to  say  this.  It  is 
an  answer  to  the  whole  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man which  lasted  nearly  two  days,  and  in  my 
opinion  a  conclusive  one.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
tlie  value  should  be  appraised  by  a  court;  it  is  not 
necessary  that  it  should  be  appraised  by  a  judi- 
cial tribunal.  Congress  may  appoint  any  com- 
mission to  appraise  it;  they  can  send  their  own 
committee  to  appraise  it;  Congress  may  go  in  a 
body  and  view  the  property  and  apprai*3  it  for 
thcm.selves.  The  whole  constitutional  provision' 
is  that  the  value  of  the  property  shall  be  paid  for. 
Beyond  this  Congress  can  judge  of  the  value  of 
this  properly  from  what  is  transpiring  all  around 
us,  when  in  Maryland, in  Missouri, in  Tennessee, 
all  around  in  Kentucky,  it  is  coficeded  on  all 
hands,  and  by  the  leading  men  in  all  those  States, 
that  this  species  of  property  has  become  value- 
less, if  property  it  be  at  all,  by  the  necessary 
result  of  the  war. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Senate  to  discuss  this  question  at 
length;  and  I  say  to  my  honorable  friend  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wilson]  that  I  do  not  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  passage  of 
any  bills  nor  to  take  up  thetime  of  the  Senate,  but 
1  tliought  that  the  longspcech  of  the  Senatorfrom 
Kentucky  on  this  constitutional  question  required 
a  simple  notice  at  least  at  my  hands. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the  esti- 
mate of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
he  in  his  few  words  has  demolished  the  whole  of 
my  speech;  but  I  do  not  place  that  amount  of 
value  on  the  position  which  the  honorable  Senator 
has  assumed.  I  deny  that  Congress  has  any  power 
to  assess  the  value  of  property  taken  for  public 
use.  I  say  that  that  is  altogether  an  unsound 
position.  I  admit  that  Congress  may  institute  a 
commission  to  appraise  property;  it  may  direct 
this  to  be  done  by  a  court  or  by  a  commission; 
but  I  deny  that  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment can  do  that  act  itself.  It  is  an  act  of  a  ju- 
dicial character,  and  any  court  orany  commission 
organized  by  Congress  to  assess  the  value  ofprop- 
erty  would  be  a  ^wnsi  judicial  tribunal  and  would 
bo  ill  the  execution  of  a  judicial  act,  not  a  legis- 
lative act,  and  therefore  the  legislative  branch  of 
the  Government  having  exclusively  legislative 
power  has  no  right  whatever  to  assess  the  value 
of  property  taken  from  its  owner  for  the  public 
use.  1  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  say- 
ing a  very  few  words.  I  understood  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  yesterday  as  saying  that  he 
thought  a  proposition  which  I  had  endeavored  to 
mainlain  .some  time  since  in  relation  to  the  eman- 
cipation of  slaves  when  taken  into  the  service  of 
the  Uiiit.'d  States  was  not  well  founded.  lieun- 
der.siood  mc  as  saying  that  the  .slave,  the  moment 
hu  became  a  soldier  at  the  instance  of  the  United 


States,  was  emancipated.  I  did  not  mean  to  say 
so,  and  do  not  think  I  did  say  so.  What  I  said 
or  what  I  meant  to  say  v/as  that  if  the  United 
States  took  into  their  military  service  a  slave,  the 
slave  would  have,  as  against  the  United  States,  a 
right  to  freedom,  which  it  would  be  very  dis- 
honorable on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
refuse.  Whether  going  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  in  that  way  of  itself  operated  to 
emancipate  the  slave  is  quite  another  question. 

Now  a  word  on  the  point  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Kentucky.  I  differ  altogether  from  the 
proposition  which  he  has  stated  and  endeavored 
to  maintain.  I  understand  him  as  saying  that 
under  the  Constitution  the  United  States  can  take 
the  property  of  a  private  citizen  for  public  use 
and  themselves  fix  its  value;  that  Congress  can 
do  it  with  or  without  a  commission. 

That  has  never  been  my  impression.  Tiie  United 
States  become  the  purchasers  of  the  property 
through  Congress;  Congress  are  the  agents  in 
determining  whether  property  is  to  be  appropri- 
ated for  public  use;  but  what  is  to  be  paid  for  the 
property  is  always  a  question  in  its  nature  judi- 
cial, on  which  both  sides  are  to  be  heard.  It  is 
impossible  in  the  nature  of  things  that  Congress 
can  decide  that  question  in  a  case  of  this  descrip- 
tion understandingly  or  justly.  The  value  of  a 
slave  is  not  to  be  ascertained  by  ascertaining 
what  is  the  value  of  slave  property  in  the  general ; 
it  depends  upon  the  condition  of  the  particular 
slave  who  is  to  be  taken.  Is  he  a  man.'  is  the 
slave  a  woman.'  is  the  slave  young  and  healthy, 
or  young  and  unhealthy,  oi»-old  and  unhealthy.' 
And  just  in  proportion  as  the  slave  may  be  phys- 
ically or  mentally  unfit  for  the  particular  service 
that  his  master  may  be  using  l>im  for,  just  in  that 
proportion  is  he  less  or  more  valuable  to  the  mas- 
ter. How  then  can  Congress  say  that  they  will 
pay  for  all  the  negroes  that  may  be  taken  into  the 
service  ^300  each .'  Byjloing  so  they  may  pay  to 
one  man  more  than  his  negro  is  worth,  and  pay 
to  another  man  a  great  deal  less  than  his  negro 
is  worth. 

In  a  word,  Mr.  President,  the  question,  itself  is 
a  question  which  applies  itself  exclusivelj'  to  each 
individual  slave  taken,  and  must  depend  for  its 
proper  solution  upon  testimony  to  be  received  in 
relation  to  the  value  of  that  particular  slave.  If 
Congress  are  the  judges  of  what  should  be  given 
for  private  property  taken  for  public  use,  their 
judgment  is  conclusive,  and  the  provision  in  the 
Constitution  which  says  that  it  shall  not  be  done 
except  upon  just  compensation,  is  entirely  useless; 
Congress  would  have  done  that  without  that  pro- 
vision. The  provision  is  intended  to  tie  up  the 
hands  of  Congress  against  deciding  for  itself 
whether  property  is  to  be  taken  with  or  witliout 
compensation  for  public  use,  and  they  placed  the 
provision  in  forthe  purpose  of  giving  to  theindivid- 
ual,  as  against  the  Government,  the  right  to  have 
the  value  of  his  property  ascertainad,  not  by  Con- 
gress, but  by  a  tribunal  constituted  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  go  at 
any  length  into  this  debate,  and  yet  I  cannot  al- 
low the  vote  to  be  taken  without  saying  a  word. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin  says  that 
tlie  law  which  has  been  passed, allowing  not  more 
than  5^300  to  be  paid  for  a  slave  enlisting  in  the 
Army,  provides  just  compensation  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution.  I  will  read  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution: 

"  No  person  shall  be"  *  *  »  *  "  deprived  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property  without  duo  process  of  law;  nor 
sli;ill  private  ])roperty  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation." 

If  you  take  a  slave,  who  is  property,  from  the 
master,  and  devote  him  to  the  public  service,  you 
certainly  deprive  the  masterof  his  property.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin  says  that  the 
legislative  department  has  a  right  to  fix  the  value 
of  that  property  thus  taken,  and  that  what  we 
have  done  in  that  direction  is  a  compliance  with 
this  clause  of  the  Constitution.  I  hold  that  the 
Senator  is  utterly  mistaken.  You  cannot  have 
any  tribunal,  whether  it  be  a  court  or  a  commis- 
sion, to  assess  the  value  of  property  taken,  un- 
less that  tribunal  is  judicial  in  its  nature.  The 
legislative  de|iartinei)t  may  prescribe  the  mode 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  compensation  shall 
be  adjusted,  may  indicate  the  persons  who  arc  to 
niako  the  ttSBcasincnl  of  value,  and  may  create 


the  fund  out  of  which  the  money  shall  be  paid; 
but  that  is  all  the  legislative  department  can  do. 
The  ascertainment  of  the  real  value  is  a  judicial 
question. 

The  honorable  Senator  speaks  of  what  lie  says 
is  the  necessary  depreciation  of  this  kind  of  prop- 
erty. I  do  not  consider  that  the  depreciation  is 
necessary.  It  has  resulted  from  the  wanton  acts 
of  those  in  power  against  this  particular  species 
of  property.  I  will  not,  however,  now  discuss 
thatbranch  of  the  question.  The  section  of  the  bill 
heretofore  passed  respecting  enrollment,  which 
lias  been  alluded  to,  says  that  the  loyal  owners 
of  slaves  shall  be  paid,  but  in  no  case  is  the  price 
to  exceed  ^300  where  tlie  slave  voluntarily  enlists. 
The  Constitution  says  the  compensation  for  prop- 
erty taken  shall  be  "just."  Is  that  just  compen- 
sation, when  the  property  is  worth  perhaps  tliree 
times  the  amount.'  In  the  case  of  those  slaves 
who  are  drafted  you  allow  but  flOO;  that  is  the 
maximum.  Is  not  the  slave  who  is  drafted  worth 
as  much  to  his  master  as  the  slave  who  volun- 
teers? Why  this  distinction  in  value.'  The  very 
fact  shows  clearly  that  the  Senator  is  mistaken, 
and  thatitis  not  "just compensation"  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution.  If  the  two  slaves 
were  equal  in  years,  equal  incapacity  to  perform 
labor  ill  every  respect,  I  venture  to  say  there  is 
no  owner  that  would  not  prefer  the  one  who  was 
so  attached  to  him  that  he  had  to  be  forced  into 
the  service  rather  than  the  one  who  voluntarily 
left  him  to  become  a  soldier;  and  yet  your  law 
says  that  ^100  shall  be  the  compensation  allowed 
in  the  one  case,  and  $300  in  the  other. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  mockery  to  say  that  that 
provision  of  the  bill  already  passed  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  which 
I  have  read.  If  you  were  to  pass  a  law  saying 
that  all  the  horses  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  or 
as  many  of  them  as  the  Government  might  need, 
should  be  impressed  and  taken  into  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  were  to  provide  that  each  loyal  owner 
of  a  horse  should  be  paid,  but  that  the  amount 
paid  should  in  no  case  exceed  fifty  dollars,  I  ask 
the  honorable  Senatorif  he  would  think  that  pro- 
vision would  meet  the  demands  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.' Certainly  not.  Doubtless  many  of  those 
horses  are  worth  three  times  fifty  dollars;  and  yet 
by  your  law  you  would  limit  the  price  to  fifty 
dollars.  Would  any  man  who  had  any  preten- 
sions to  justice  or  equity  or  honesty  say  that  was 
just  compensation.'  Certainly  not.  Itcouldnot 
be  so  declared. 

Mr.  President,  the  amendment  proposed  by  my 
colleague  is  eminently  proper,  it  is  right,  it  is  con- 
stitutional, and  unless  the  object  be  to  rob  tl^e 
loyal  slaveholders  of  their  properly,  it  or  some 
similar  proposition  should  be  adopted.  If  the  de- 
preciation were  even  greater  than  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  says,  the  slaveholder  would  get  less 
and  the  Government  would  pay  less  under  the 
provisions  of  the  amendment.  The  amendment 
indicates  tiie  tribunal  that  shall  sitin  judgment  on 
this  matterand  that  shall  fix  the  just  value  in  each 
case,  and  provides  that  the  Government  shall  pay 
it.  That,  certainly,  is  right,  it  is  equitable,  it  is 
just;  in  my  judgment,  no  fair-minded  man  can  say 
that  it  is  not  so. 

As  I  before  said,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  argue 
the  question,  for  after  the  very  elaborate  and  ex- 
tensive argument  made  by  my  colleague  yester- 
day, 1  have  nothing  to  add;  but  as  the  question 
so  deeply  interests  my  constituents,  1  could  not 
allow  the  vote  to  be  taken  without  saying  what 
1  have  said. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  6,  nays  31;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Davis,  Jolinson,  Nesmjth,  Powell,  Kid- 
dle, and  Wright— 6. 

NAYf= — iMessrs.  Anthony,  Drown,  Buckalevv,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collaincr,  Coiines.s,  Dixon,  Doolitlle.  Fesseiulen, 
Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard, 
Ijaneof  Indiana,  l.ane  of  Kairsas,  Rlorfjan, Morrill,  Pome- 
rov,  Kamsey,  SlK'rnian,  Sumner,  'i'cn  Evck,  Van  Winkle, 
Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willcy,  and  Wilson— 31. 

So  the  amendment  was  r(jectcd. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  oflfer  the  following  amendment 
aa  an  additional  section  : 

^Snd  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case  where  here- 
tofore any  person  has  agreed  to  join  and  has  in  fact  joined, 
or  lierealler  may  join  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  has  been  received  into  said  service  by  any  mil- 
itary otheer  tlierenf,  the  person  so  joiniiu;and  received  into 
snoli  service  shall,  tor  all  purposes  whatever,  be  doeined  to 
have  been  remilaily  mustered  into  said  service  in  the  po- 
sition 111'  ollicei,  uon-comuiissioned  oliiuer,  or  private,  in 


1030 


THE  CONGKESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Marcli  10, 


whioli  ho  iiiny  li;ivo  s-crvcil,  tiolwitlistaiKling  lie  may  not 
liave  bri-ti  inu^tcied  in  accoidinglo  law  and  the  regulation 
of  the  War  Ucparlnient. 

1  call  for  tlio  yeas  and  nays  on  this  proposition. 

The  yoas  and  n:iys  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  i  should  like  to  know  from 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  what  the  object  of  this 
amcndnietU  is. 

i\'lr.  DAVIS.  There  were  some  troops  enlisted 
into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  State 
of  Kentucky, and,  I  am  informed,  in  other  States, 
who,  before  being  regularly  mustered  in,  were 
ordered  into  actual  service,  and  one  regiment  was 
in  two  batilcs,  and  some  members  of  the  regiment 
wore  killed, and  some  received  permanent  wounds, 
and  were  disabled,  and  all  this  before  they  were 
regularly  mustered  into  the  service.  The  object 
of  this  amendment  is  simply  to  provide  that  sol- 
diers who  thus  joined  the  service  and  actually 
served  shall  receive  compensation  for  the  time 
they  so  served  without  regard  to  the  date  of  their 
being  actually  mustered  in. 

Tiie  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  7,  nays  29;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Davis,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Ncsinith, 
Powell,  Wade,  and  Wright— 7. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Buckalew,  Cliantllcr, 
Clark,  Collanicr,  Conness,  Dixon,  Doolittic,  Fcsscnden, 
Fool,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard, 
Lane  ofriiiliana,  Lane  ol' Kansas,  ftlorgan,  Morrill,  Pome- 
rov,  Itainsev,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyels,  Van  Winkle, 
Willey,  and  Wilson— 'J9. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

IVIr.  CLARK.  I  will  say  in  behalf  of  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Hale]  that  he  would  have  returned 
to  the  city  last  night  if  he  had  not  been  detained 
by  sickness  in  his  family,  which  may  detain  him 
for  some  days  yet. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  readiniT,  and  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  31,  nays  6;  as  follows: 

YKAS — Messrs.  Anthojiy,  Brown,  Chandler, Clark,  Con- 
ness, Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittli?,  Fesscnden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Crimes,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  I.ane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Ncsmitli,  Poni- 
cKiv.  Rainscv,  Sherman,  Sunnier,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle, 
Wn(l<',  WillTy,  and  Wilson-31. 

NAYS — Aiessrs.  IJnckalew,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Powell, 
Uidille,  and  Wright— 6. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

AliOHTION  OF  SLAVERY  IN  VIRGINIA. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  With  the  indulg- 
ence of  the  Senate,  the  Chair  will  jiresent  a  tele- 
graphic communication  from  the  Governor  of 
Virginia,  which  has  been  transmitted  with  a  re- 
quest that  it  be  laid  before  the  Senate.  It  will  be 
rend. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

Ai.KXANDiUA,  VuuJiNiA,  March  10, 180-1. 
To  I'irc  I'rcsiilcul  United  Slates: 

'I'lie  eon~titniional  State  convention  of  Virginia  has  just 
passed  an  (irdinanee  aholishirig  slavery  and  involuniary 
Rerviiudi!  in  llio  State  forever.  ISut  one  dissenting  vote. 
Please  aniKJUnce  this  to  the  honorahle  Senate  of  United 
States. 

F.  H.  PIEUPOINT,  Governor. 

LAND  (i  KANT  TO  A  MINNESOTA  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  EES8ENDEN.  I  should  like  now  if  the 
St'nali;  wouldjigren  to  take  up  one  or  two  a|ipro- 
priatinn  bills  that  have  been  lying  on  the  table 
f(ir  some  time  [last.  I  move  first  to  take  up  the 
Post  Office  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  per- 
mit us  to  take  up  our  bill  which  was  fixed  as  the 
sprcial  m-iler  for  to-day,  the  bill  making  a  land 
grant  for  railroad  purposis  in  Minnesota.  It  is  a 
very  short  bill,  and  will  lake  but  a  little  while. 

Mr.FESSENDEN.  If  the  Senator  has  a  spe- 
cial order  for  to-day,  I  will  not  insiston  the  appro- 
[•rialion  bill  being  now  taken  up;  but  I  give  notice 
tliat  if  the  Si;nator's  bill  takes  long  1  shall  have 
to  interfere  with  him. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  move  lo  postpone  all  prior 
order.MjUnd  take  up  for  consideration  Senate  bill 
N....'J1. 

The  motion  was  agreed;  to  and  (he  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  (S.  No.  31)  making  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi  Rail- 
road Company,  in  ihi'  .Stat(;  of  Minnesota,  to  aid 
in  the  const  rue  I  ion  of  the  railroad  of  said  company 
from  St.  Paul  lo  Laic  .Superior,  was  resumed,  as 
in  Coininiltee  of  llie  Whole. 


The  CoiTimittee  on  Public  Lands  reported  an 
amendment,  in  the  nature  ofa  substitute,  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  to 
insert: 

That  there  be  and  there  is  hereby  grained  to  the  Lake 
Superior  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Conipanv,  a  corporation 
organized  und(?r  the  laws  of  the  State  of  "Minnesota,  ap- 
proved March  8, 1861,  and  amended  by  actof  March  6,1863, 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  the  railroad 
of  said  company  from  St.  Paul,  in  said  Minnesota,  to  Lake 
Superior,  every  alternate  section  of  land  of  the  United 
States,  designated  by  odd  numbers,  to  the  amount  of  five  al- 
ternate sections  per  mile  on  each  side  of  the  said  railroad  on 
the  line  lliercof,  within  the  State  of  Minnesota,  and  within 
the  limits  often  miles  on  each  side  of  said  road,  not  sold,  re- 
served, or  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  United  States,  and 
to  which  a  preiimption  or  homestead  claim  may  not  have 
attached  at  I  ho  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed  : 
Provided,  That  all  mineral  lands  shall  be  excepted  i'romthe 
operation  of  this  act.  And  all  such  lands,  so  granted  by 
this  act,  which  shall  not  be  sold  or  disposed  of  by  said  com- 
pany within  three  years  alter  the  entire  road  shall  have  been 
completed,  shall  be  subject  to  settlement  and  preemption, 
like  other  public  lands,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  $1  20  per 
acre,  to  be  paid  to  said  company. 

Siic.  2.  Jjziri  he  it  further  oiadei/.  That  whenever  said 
company  shall  have  completed  forty  consecutive  miles  of 
any  portion  of  said  railroad,  supplied  with  all  necessary 
drains,  culverts,  viaducts,  crossings,  sidings,  bridges,  turn- 
outs, watering  places,  depots,  equipments,  furniture  and  all 
other  appurtenances  of  a  first-class  railroad,  patents  shall 
issue  conveying  the  right  and  title  to  said  lands  to  said  com- 
pany, on  each  side  of  the  road,  as  far  as  the  same  is  com- 
pleteil,  and  coterminous  with  said  completed  section,  not 
exceeding  the  amount  aforesaid,  and  patents  shall  in  like 
manner  issue  as  each  forty  miles  of  said  road  is  completed: 
Provided,  however,  Tliat  no  patents  shall  issue  lor  any  of 
said  lands  unless  there  shall  be  presented  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  a  slatement,  verified  on  oath  or  atfirmation 
by  the  president  of  saideompany,  and  certified  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Stale  of  Minnesota,  that  such  forty  miles  have 
been  completed  in  the  inannerrequired  by  this  act,  and  set- 
ting forth  with  certainty'the  points  where  such  forty  miles 
begin  and  where  the  same  end  ;  which  oath  shall  be  taken 
before  a  judge  of  a  court  of  record  of  the  United  Stales. 

Sec.  3.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted,  That  when  the  said 
road  shall  be  definitely  located,  and  a  plat  thereof  filed  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  lands  hereby  granted  shall 
not  thereafter  be  subject  lo  settlement,  preemption,  or  pri- 
vate entry  adverse  lo  this  giant:  Provided,  That  the  lands 
hereby  granted  shall  be  applied  exclusively  in  aid  of  the 
construction  and  operation  df  said  railroad  :  Provided  fur- 
ther. That  the  said  company,  in  addition  to  the  grant  here- 
tofore mentioned,  is  hereby  authorized  to  locate  the  said 
road  over  any  public  lands  of  the  United  States  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  reserved,  or  disposed  of,  and  tliat  the 
right  of  way  over  said  lands  of  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  is  hereby  granted  to  said  company  to  the 
width  of  one  hundred  feet  o^  each  side  of  said  road  as  lo- 
cated:  And  provided  farther.  That  any  and  all  lands  here- 
tofore reserved  to  the  United  Stales  by  any  act  of  Congress, 
or  in  any  other  manner  by  competent  authority,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  in  any  object  of  internal  improvement,  or  for 
any  other  purpose  whatsoever,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
reserved  to  the  United  States  from  theoper.ation  of  this  act, 
except  so  far  as  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  locate  the 
route  of  said  road  through  such  reserved  lands,  in  which 
case  the  right  of  way  only  shall  be  granted,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  lands 
hereby  granted  shall  be  subject  to  the  disposal  ofsaid  com- 
pany, lor  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  no  other,  and  the  said 
railroad  be  and  shall  remain  a  public  highway  lor  the  use 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  free  from  all  toll 
or  olher  charge,  for  the  transportation  of  any  property  or 
trcjops  of  the  United  States. 

Sec;.  .'>.  And  hcit  further  enacted,  That  if  said  road  is  not 
completed  within  ten  years  from  the  time  of  Ihe  passage  of 
this  act,  as  provided  herein,  no  further  patents  shall  be  is- 
sued to  said  company  for  said  lands,  and  no  further  sale 
shall  be  made,  and  the  lands  unsold  shall  revert  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates. 

Sue.  G.  And  lie  it  further  enact  cd,'rUnllhc  United  Slates 
mail  shall  be  transported  ovc^r  said  road,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Post  Oliicc  Department,  at  such  price  as  Con- 
gress by  law  direct:  Pxovidcd,  That  until  such  price  is 
fixed  by  law  the  Posuiiastcr  General  shall  have  the  power 
10  determine  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this  actsliall  take 
efiect  and  be  in  force  from  and  alter  its  passage. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendnienl  of  the  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota [tVlr.  Ramsky]  to  tlie  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  1  wish  to  make  some  verbal 
modifications  of  that  amendment,  which  I  under- 
stand the  Senator  from  Minnesota  will  accept.  1 
send  his  amendment  to  the  Chair  with  these  mod- 
ifications. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
from  Minnesota  adopt  this  amendment  as  modi- 
fied ? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     I  accept  the  modifications. 
•     The  VICL-:  PRESIDENT.     The  amendment 
to  tlic  amendment,  as  modified,  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

.'^irikiMMiiall  of  see  I  ion  one,  alVer  the  word  "Minnesota," 
in  Ihe  thirlcenlli  line,  and  insert: 

l!ul  in  ease  ii  shall  appear  that  Ihe  United  States  have, 
when  the  liiKMir  route  ofsaid  road  isdc  linitely  lived,  sold. ap- 
propriated,re. erviil, or  otherwise  di-pusi  il  of  any  siclioiis. 
or  any  parltliereuf,  granted  us  ai'orcsaid,or  tliai  the  riyiit  ul 


preemption  or  homestead  settlement  has  attached  to  Ihe 
sanv',ilien  itsliall  be  lawful  forthe  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  select,  from  the  lands  of  the  United  States  nearest  to  the 
lines  of  sections  above  specified,  so  much  public  land  of  the 
United  States  not  mineral  as  shall  be  equal  in  amount  to  such 
lands  as  the  United  States  have  sold  or  otherwise  appro- 
priated, or  to  which  the  rights  of  preL'inptioii  or  Jiomestead 
settlement  may  have  attached  as  aforesaid  ;  which  lands 
thus  selected,  in  lieu  of  those  sold,  reserved,  or  otherwise 
appropriated  or  disposed  of,  or  to  which  the  right  of  pre- 
emption or  homestead  seulement  may  have  attached  as 
aforesaid,  together  with  the  sections  and  parts  of  sections 
designated  as  aforesaid  and  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  shall 
he  held  and  disposed  of  by  the  said  company  for  the  use 
ani purpose  aforesaid:  Provided,  That  the  land  to  be  so 
selected  shall  in  no  case  be  located  further  than  twenty 
miles  fr(un  the  lines  of  said  road  and  branches:  Provided 
further,  That  the  lands  hereby  granted  for  and  on  account 
of  said  road  shall  he  exclusively  applied  in  the  construc- 
tion oftliR  same,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever,  and 
shall  be  disposed  of  only  as  the  work  progresses  through  the 
same,  as  in  this  act  hereinafter  provided:  Provided  o!so. 
That  no  part  of  the  land  granted  by  this  act  shall  be  applied 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  any  railroad,  or  part  thereof, 
for  the  construction  of  which  any  previous  grant  of  land 
may  liave  been  made  by  Congress:  And  provided  further. 
That  any  and  all  lands  heretofore  reserved  to  the  United 
States  by  any  act  of  Congress,  or  in  any  other  manner  by 
competent  authority,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  any  ob- 
ject of  internal  improvement,  or  for  any  other  purpose 
whatsoever,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  reserved  to  the 
United  States  from  the  operations  of  this  act,  except  so  far 
as  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  locate  the  route  of  said 
road  through  such  reserved  lands;  in  which  case  the  right 
of  way  only  shall  be  granted,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Presideniof  the  United  States:  Providadfurther,  That  the 
minimum  price  of  the  even  sections  and  parts  of  sections 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  within  the  limits 
on  eacli  side  of  the  line  ofsaid  road  shall  be  $2  50  per  acre. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     I  will  state  that  the  object  of 

this  amendment  is  to  make  the  bill  like  the  act  of 

March  3,  1863,  making  a  grantof  land  to  the  State 

of  Kansas. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)  The  question  now  is  on  the  amend- 
ment as  amended. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     I  have  several  amendments, 

chiefly  verbal,  to  offer  to  the  amendment  of  the 

■committee.     In  line  ten,  section  one,  before  the 

word  "  land"  I  move  to  insert  the  word  "  public." 

The  amendment  to  the  amend  men  t  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  At  the  end  of  the  line  I  pro- 
pose to  insert  the  words  "  not  mineral.  " 

Theamendmentto  theamendmentwasagreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.    Where  the  word  "  forty"  oc- 
curs in  section  two,  1  move  to  strike  it  out  and 
insert  "  twenty,"  in  lines  two,  ten,  fifteen,  and 
seventeen. 
Theamendmentto  theamendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  From  line  fiveofseciion  three, 
I  move  to  strike  outall  to  the  word  "  that"  in  line 
seven,  and  insert  an  enacting  clause,  so  that  the 
proviso  shall  come  in  as  a  new  section.  The 
words  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  are: 

"That  the  lands  hereby  granted  shall  be  applied  exclu- 
sively in  aid  of  the  construction  and  operation  ofsaid  rail- 
road :  Provided  further. " 

The  words  to  be  stricken  out  are  contained  in 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota 
just  adopted, and  hence  it  is  mere  repetition. 
Theamendmentto  theamendmentwasagreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  may  make  the  same  remark 
in  relation  to- what  I  now  propose  to  strike  out.  I 
mov-e  to  strike  out  all  in  section  three  after  the 
word  "located"  in  line  fourteen.  The  words 
there  ar«  a  mere  repetition  of  the  amendment  al- 
ready adopted  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  have  not  had  time  to  examine 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota, 
[Mr.  Ramsey.]  The  question  which  occurs  to 
me  is  whether  the  provisions  which  are  contained 
in  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota 
apply  to  all  the  lands  granted  by  the  act  or  only 
to  the  lands  described  in  the  annuidmeiit.  The 
object  of  the  amendnient  is,  I  believe,  to  give  the 
company  the  right  to  go  outside  of  the  si.x-mile 
limit  and  take  other  lands.  Now,  do  those  pro- 
visos apply  to  the  whole  ten  miles  in  width,  or 
do  they  itpply  only  to  the  lands  outside  of  the 
six-mile  limit? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  They  ajiply  to  the  whole,  [ 
think.  I  compared  the  priniod  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  with  the 
language  of  the  bill,  and  discovered  that  this  was 
a  mere  repetition  of  that  part  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HOWE.     I  guess  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
is  right  about  it. 
Thcanu'iidmentto  theamendmentwasagreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  fourth 
section,  in  line  two,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
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"granted"  the  words  "when  patented  to  said 
company." 
The  amendment  to  tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  HARLAN.  In  section  six,  line  four,  after 
the  word  "  Congress,"!  move  to  insert  "  may." 
I  suppose  it  is  a  mere  omission. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  amendment 
will  be  mnde,if  tliere  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  sev- 
enth section  of  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

Tiie  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  section  will 
be  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  7.  ^ndheit  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  take 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  What  is  the  object  of  strik- 
ing out  that  section.' 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  suppose  it  is  of  no  use.  I 
suppose  the  act  cannot  take  effect  until  it  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Pi-esident.  If  it  is  intended  to 
give  it  force  and  effect  previous  to  the  approval 
of  the  President,  it  certainly  ought  not  to  be  in, 
and  it  cannot  have  any  other  effect. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  It  is  not  passed  until  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  will  inquire  of  the  Senator 
if  it  is  a  usual  clause. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  am  no*  sure  whether  it  is 
usual  in  an  act  of  Congress,  #nd  I  suppose  it  is 
not  unless  there  is  some  law  which  says  that  in 
the  absence  of  express  provision  fixing  the  time 
when  an  act  is  to  go  into  operation  it  is  not  to  go 
into  operation  for  some  twenty  or  thirty  days 
afterwards.  That  is  the  case  in  several  of  the 
States,  and  in  my  own.  If  there  is  no  such  act 
of  Congress,  of  course  every  act  goes  into  effect 
when  it  becomes  a  law.  1  suppose  these  words 
would  necessarily  include  the  approval  of  the 
President. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  will  say  that  such  a  clause 
ns  this  is  made  necessary  in  the  States  some- 
times, becnuse  they  have  constitutional  provis- 
ions or  laws  which  provide  thatgeneral  acts  shall 
not  take  effect  except  until  a  certain  length  of  time 
after  their  passage,  unless  by  special  exception; 
and  then  the  exception  renders  such  a  provision 
necessary;  but  there  is  no  such  rule  Jiere,  as  I  un- 
derstand, that  requires  this  section. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  suppose  the  words  here 
would  necessarily  include  tiie  approval  of  the 
President:  it  is  no  law  till  then;  but  1  have  no  ob- 
jection to  striking  it  out,  unless  there  is  some  law 
which  postpones  the  action  of  an  act  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is 
such  a  law.  I  have  purposed  to  strike  out  the 
section  merely  because  it  appears  to  me  to  be  an 
unusual  provision. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    Then  strike  it  out. 
Theamendment  to  the  aniendmentwas agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  committee  as  amended. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  1  move  to  amend  the  first 
section  of  this  amendment  in  line  nine,  after  the 
word  "  Minnesota,"  by  inserting  the  words  "via 
Anoka."  1  will  explain  to  the  Senate  the  pur- 
pose of  this  amendment.  From  St.  Paul  by  St. 
Anthony  there  is  a  railroad  now  ruiming  and  in 
operation  as  far  as  Anoka,  and  this  is  upon  the 
route  or  nearly  upon  the  route  which  has  been 
marked  as  the  proposed  route  of  this  railroad.  It 
deflects  a  little  further  to  the  west.  By  going  by 
llie  way  of  Anoka  it  would  pass  through  the  val- 
ley of  Rum  river,  and  would  be  some  few  miles 
further  distant,  perhaps  six  miles  further  distant, 
from  the  route  in  Wisconsin  to  which  lands  haT^ 
already  been  granted,  and  would  not  bring  the 
roads  so  directly  in  competition  with  each  other. 

I  know  it  was  said  the  other  day  by  an  honor- 
able gentleman  to  me,  that  he  would  be  willing  to 
grant  this  aid  to  this  rival  route  if  our  road  were 
constructed.  Sir,  I  should  have  no  objection  to 
its  being  granted  if  our  road  were  constructed. 
It  ia  because  the  road  is  not  constructed,  but  is 
strugglmg  for  the  means  to  finish  itself,  and  is  at 
that  very  point  or  crisis  in  its  history  when  the 
action  of  Congress  may  determine  the  question 
whether  it  shall  be  built  or  not,  that  I  appeal  to 
Congress  not  to  put  agrantof  lands  on  aroutejust 
the  other  side  of  the  river.  I  believe,  too,  that  it 
would  be  as  much  for  the  interests  of  the  State  of 
Minnesota;  and  honon\ble  gentlemen  from  Min- 
nesota in  the  other  House,  spenking  to  me  on  this 
subject,  and  othcrgcnllemen  from  Minnesota,  arc 


desirous  that  this  amendment  should  be  made. 
I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  To  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  I  .should  have  per- 
sonally, so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  no  very  par- 
ticular objection;  but  our  State,  our  people,  the 
State  Legislature  have  decided  otherwise,  and  if 
the  Senate  shall  say  that  the  Government  ought 
to  aid  in  building  this  road,  I  think  our  people 
should  have  something  to  say  in  regard  to  the  de- 
tails of  it.     I  do  not  know  why  the  Senator  from 

Wisconsin,  who  wants  to  defeat  the  whole  bill 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  No. 
Mr.  WILKINSON.  The  Senator  says  he  does 
not  want  to  defeat  the, bill.  Then  I  misunder- 
stood the  tenor  of  his  argument  the  other  day; 
but  I  submit  that  the  people  of  Minnesota,  if  this 
grant  is  passed,  shall  regulate  the  details  of  the 
bill,  so  far  at  least  as  relates  to  the  points  of  de- 
parture and  the  termini  of  the  road.  We  ask  that 
the  grant  shall  be  given  from  St.  Paul  to  Supe- 
rior; and  the  amendmentoftheSenator  proposes 
to  cutoff  about  thirty  miles  and  start  from  Anoka, 
a  point  thirty  miles  north  of  the  city  of  St.  Paul. 
Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  As  I  stated  the  other  day, 
by  an  act  of  Congress  we  have  authorized  the 
Legislature  ofMinnesotato^iccept  a  grant  of  lands 
at  any  point  between  St.  Paul  and  Crow  Wing, 
at  the  instance  of  the  Senators  from  Minnesota, 
and  that  grant  has  been  accepted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  so  that  there  is 
already  a  grant  starting  from  a  point  between  St. 
Anthony  and  Crow  Wing  of  lands  to  the  State  of 
Minnesota  to  build  a  road  to  Superior.  Now  this 
amendment  of  mine  will  only  compel  them  to  go 
over  the  road  which  is  already  built  from  St.  Paul 
to  Anoka,  and  that  would  leave  the  road  not  so 
directly  in  competition  with  the  road  on  the  other 
side  of  the  St,  Croix  river. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  explained  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  the  other  day  that  in  regard  to  that 
resolution,  which  was  .passed  a  year  ago,  allow- 
ing the  St.  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
to  divert  their  grant  and  run^heir  road  to  Supe- 
rior, the  company  have  not  accepted  that  change, 
and  it  stands  now  precisely  as  it  did  before.  In 
consequence  of  the  action  of  the  company  there 
is  no  grant  of  land  from  St.  Paul  to  Superior. 
Theamendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  propose  now  to  move 
a  substitute  for  theamendment  of  the  committee, 
which  I  suppose  is  proper  to  be  done  before  the 
amendment  is  adopted;  or  otherwise  it  will  be  too 
late. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  now  in  order 
to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  and  insert  any  new  matter. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  amendment  which  1 
now  offer  I  ask  the  attention  of  Senators  to,  be- 
cause it  is  a  very  important  amendment,  and  one 
in  which  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  are 
all  equally  interested.  I  move  to  strike  out  all  of 
the  amendment  of  the  committee  after  the  word 
"  that"  and  to  insert: 

The  branch  railroad  and  telegraph  line  provided  for  in 
the  act  approved  July  1,  1863,  entitled  "An  act  to  aid  in 
tlie  constrnction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the 
Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the 
Government  the  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and 
other  jjurpuses,"  which  commences  at  Sioux  City,  shall  be, 
and  is  hereby,  extended,  upon  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  are  provided  in  that  act,  to  Suiierior  city,  by  tlie 
way  of  Mankalo,  St.  Paul,  and  llud.son;  and  the  several 
companies  authorized  or  that  may  be  authorized  by  the 
several  States  of  Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  Wisconsin  to  con- 
struct portions  of  said  railroad  along  said  route,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  the  same  aid,  assistance,  easements,  grants 
of  land,  and  all  other  privileges  and  franchises  upon  such 
extended  line  as  the  said  branch  running  vvestwardly  from 
Siou.x  City  may  be  entitled  to  receive  uiuler  tlie  said  act  atid 
all  amendments  thereto:  Provided, 'Vhnt  no  money  or  bonds 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  hereby  granted  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  said  line:  ^nd  provided  further,  That  all  lands 
granted  heretofore  by  any  act  of  Congress  to  either  of  said 
States  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  upon  said 
route  or  any  part  thereof  shall  be  deducted  from  theamount 
of  land  hereby  granted  along  said  route,  so  that  the  whole 
amount  granted  shall  not  exceed  ten  sections  per  mile  : 
Provided,  That  portion  of  said  railroad  and  telegraph  line 
shall  be  completed  by  the  St.  Croix  and  Lake  Superior 
Railroad  Company  from  Superior  to  {ludson  within  three 
years  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  the  residue  within 
live  years  thereafter. 

If  I  can  have  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  a 
few  moments  I  will  explain  this  amendment  and 
its  effect.  I  have  before  me  a  map  that  has  been 
prepared  at  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  by  looking  upon  which,  at  a 
single  glance,  it  can  be  seen  what  the  amendment 


proposes.  It  proposes  to  extend  from  Sioux  City, 
the  point  where  the  northern  branch  of  the  Pacific 
railroad  begins,  the  route  through  northwestern 
Iowa,  through  Minnesota  by  Mankato,  which  is 
at  the  big  bend  of  the  river  Minnesota,  and  by 
St.  Paul,  and  through  Wisconsin  by  Hudson  to 
Lake  Superior,  making  a  distance  of  about  one 
hundred  miles  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  about  two 
hundred,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  perhaps,  in  the 
State  of  Minnesota,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty 
or  one  hundred  and  forty  in  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin. The  amendment  provides  that  lands  which 
have  been  granted  already  on  this  route  either  to 
the  State  of  Wisconsin  or  Minnesota  or  Iowa  are 
to  be  deducted  from  the  lands  granted  under  the 
terms  of  this  amendment.  * 

I  do  not  know  but  that  Senators  think  it  is  un- 
becoming in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  through  her 
representation  here  to  insist  that  she  has  some 
rights  which  she  has  acquired  under  a  grant  by 
act  of  Congress,  in  the  construction  of  a  Une  be- 
tween the  St.  Croix  river  and  Lake  Superior. 
The  State  of  Wisconsin  has  had  granted  to  her 
lands  upon  two  routes  and  two  only:  one  called 
the  northeastern  route,  commencing  at  Fon-du- 
Lac  and  running  to  the  north  line  of  the  State.  In 
all  that  portion  of  the  State  which  was  capable  of 
settlement,  the  land  had  already  been  settled  and 
taken  up  before  the  grant  was  made.  There  were 
none  of  the  good  lands  in  northeastern  Wisconsin 
that  could  be  taken  under  the  grant;  and  the  grant 
which  we  have  on  the  northeastern  line  is  through 
the  heavily  timbered  pine  country  of  Wisconsin, 
and  comparatively  very  sparsely  inhabited,  and 
where  it  is  very  difficult  for  a  railroad  to  be  con- 
structed. Our  northwestern  grant  commences  at 
Columbus,  going  northwest  to  Hudson,  and  then 
to  Superior.  Overone  half  that  route,  before  the 
grant  was  made,  the  country  was  already  so  much 
taken  up  and  inhabited  that  few,  if  any,  lands 
were  realized  under  the  gi'ant;  sothatfrom  a  point 
at  about  Tomah  on  the  La  Crosse  railroad,  about 
seventy-five  miles  east  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
is  the  only  place  where  they  begin  to  realize  any- 
thing from  the  grant  made  by  Congress,  and  over 
this  grant  from  Superior  to  Hudson,  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  or  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles. 

The  State  of  Wisconsin  has  not  received  one 
third  as  much  aid  to  her  railroad  system  as  has 
already  been  given  to  the  State  of  Minnesota;  and 
of  this  little  amount  which  has  been  given,  the 
bill  now  pending  takes  from  us  in  substance  the 
aid  which  the  grant  of  the  lands  would  give  for 
the  road  from  Hudson  to  Superior,  because  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river  you  now  propose  to  grant 
more  land  to  a  rival  road,  which  may  prevent  this 
road  from  being  built  at  all. 

I  say  that  it  is  unjust,  in  my  opinion,  thus  to 
treat  the  Stale  of  Wisconsin;  but  by  the  propo- 
sition which  I  have  offered  I  reconcile  the  inter- 
ests of  all  these  States,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota, 
and  Iowa,  and  at  the  same  time  extend  to  them 
the  privilege  of  reaching  the  northern  branch  of 
the  Pacific  railroad  for  the  benefit  of  all  those 
States  and  the  entire  Northwest.  It  seems  to  me 
that  a  person  who  looks  upon  the  map  will  see  at 
once  the  propriety  of  this  proposition.  I  have 
stated  and  repeated  over  and  over  again  that  the 
bill  itself  is  a  proposition  of  St.  Paul  as  a  locality; 
it  is  not  a  proposition  that  particularly  affects  the 
interests  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  at  large;  it  is 
a  local  interest  and  a  local  contest  whetlier  the 
road  shall  go  from  St.  Paul  direct  on  the  west  side 
of  the  St.  Croix  river,  or  whether  it  shall  cross  the 
river  atSt.  Paul,  andjoin  the  road  at  Hudson,  and 
thence  go  to  Superior;  and  when  the  road  from 
Hudson  is  just  as  nearas  itis  the  other  way,  why, 
I  ask,  is  it  not  just  that  the  route  should  be  located 
upon  that  line.'  I  am  willing  t^  join  with  our 
friends  in  Minnesota,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  I 
have  proposed  the  true  solution  of  this  railroad 
matter.  It  secures  St.  Paul,  it  secures  the  inter- 
ests of  Minnesota,  it  secures  the  interests  of  Wis- 
consin. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  not  undertake  to  state  in 
precise  language  the  number  of  acres  that  have 
been  granted  to  the  Stale  of  Minnesota;  but  when 
the  bill  which  is  now  pending  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  be  passed,  to  grant  lands  to 
the  State  of  Minnesota  in  aid  of  thenonhern  Pa- 
cific route,  if  it  contains  such  a  provision  or  some- 
thing substantially  the  same  as  that  contained  in 
the  bill  passed  by  this  body,  giving  twenty  sec- 
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lions  to  tl)e  mile  to  secure  its  building  througli  the 
nonliorn  portion  of  tlie  State  comparatively  un- 
inhabited as  yet  I  believe,  and  you  add  together 
the  difTerent  grants  that  have  been  made  to  the 
State  of  Minnesota,  they  will  amount  to  eight  or 
ten  nnllion  acres.  It  docs  not  seem  to  me  that 
Congi-esR,  in  its  generosity  toward  the  State  of 
IVl'Mnesota,  ought  to  make  a  grant  which  is  to  be 
a  rival  of  the  grant  which  was  made  to  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  the  roads  starting  only  fifteen  miles 
a  part  at  one  end,  and  terminating  at  the  same  point 
at  the  other,  (he  only  effect  of  which  is  to  embar- 
rass our  road  in  iis  construction.  ^  Our  Legisla- 
ture have  authorized  the  several  counties  upon  the 
line  of  ilie  road  to  pledge  their  credit,  thecounty 
in  whfch  Superior  is  embraced  to  the  amount  of 
$100, UOO,  and  each  of  the  other  coiinlies  to  the 
amount  of  $50,000,  and  they  are  struggling  to 
build  the  road;  and  it  seems  as  if  it  would  be  in- 
justice for  Congress  to  pass  the  bill  in  the  shape 
in  which  it  comes  here,  to  put  a  rival  road  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river. 

More  than  all  that,  instead  of  granting  the  lands 
to  the  Stale  of  Minnesota,  by  this  bill  you  grant 
them  to  a  corporation;  whereas  the  grants  have 
always  been  made  heretofore  to  the  States,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  States. 

1  believe  that  if  the  Senate  would  take  this  mat- 
ter into  consideration  and  examine  the  question, 
they  would  be  satisfied  that  the  best  mode  in 
which  to  settle  the  question  is  that  presented  by 
the  amendment  that  I  have  now  proposed.  What 
was  the  argument  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
St. Paul  [Mr.RAMSEv]  the  other  day.'  He  wants 
an  outlet  for  Minnesota  at  Lake  Superior.  Tliis 
gives  that  outlet,  it  givesjust  as  near  an  outlet;  and 
while  it  gives  him  an  outlet,  it  gives  the  people  of 
northwestern  Wisconsin  an  outlet  also.  Is  he  un- 
willing that  our  people  should  ride  in  the  same 
cars,  that  our  freight  should  be  carried  on  the  same 
platform.'     Tiuit  is  the  question,  it  seems  to  me. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Allow  me  to  ask  wheiherthis 
hill  does  not  interfere  with  the  road  from  Hudson 
to  Bayfield? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Will  not  that  road  be  con- 
tiguous, even  if  this  grant  be  made,  and  will  it 
)ioi  accommodate  all  iliat  portion  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  of  which  the  Senator  speaks? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  From  Hudson  to  Bay- 
field is  iwetity-five  miles  further  than  it  is  from 
Hudson  to  Superior,  and  it  will  cost  $1,000,000 
probably  to  bnild  that  twenty-five  miles  and  for 
iiddilioiial  equi|inicnt  for  it. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  But  by  that  you  save  at  least 
one  hundred  miles  of  lake  transportation. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     I  think  not. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.     About  seventy  miles. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  What  is  seventy  miles  of 
lake  transportation?  You  can  ship  just  as  cheap 
from  Chicago  as  from  Mackinaw.  When  you 
once  get  on  the  great  waters  one  hundred  miles 
is  nothing. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  question  I  wanted  to  get 
at  was  whether  all  that  portion  of  the  people  of 
Wisconsin  would  not  be  accommodated  if  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  kept  its  grant  and  completed 
its  road  between  Hiulson  and  Bayfield. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  It  seems  to  me  that  my 
liODorable  friend  must  see  the  great  difference  be- 
tween railroads  connecting  two  great  navigable 
waters,  whctluT  one  shall  be  tweiity-five  miles 
further  than  the  other.  Twenty-five  miles  more 
of  distance  on  a  railroad  is  an  immense  thing,  but 
on  the  water  it  is  nothing.    That  is  the  difference. 

The  Senator  from  Minnesota  [Mr.  Wilkinson] 
the  other  day  raised  a  point  that  I  should  perhaps 
notice;  and  that  was  as  to  the  difficulty  of  cross- 
ing the  St.  Croix  river.  1  have  before  me  a  map 
of  Lake  St.  Croix  and  the  soundings  of  that  lake. 
I  do  not  wisli  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  by 
going  into  a  long  statement  about  it;  but  I  will 
state  in  brief  that  at  Hudson,  which  is  upon  the 
cast  side  of  the  Lake  St.  Croi.x,  the  Willow  river 
comes  into  the  lake  at  that  point,  and  the  wash  of 
that  river  has  formed  flats  in  the  St.  Croix  lake, 
which  is  but  a  widening  of  ihe  Mississippi  itself, 
unil  in  low  water  they  are  even  bare  and  the  cattle 
go  upon  them, and  the  real  ciianml  of  the  river  is 
not  more  liiati  about  two  hundred  feet  in  width, 
8o  that  there  i.s  no  difficulty  whaK^ver  in  making  a 
bridge  from  Hudson  across  the  St.  Croix  river  at 
thiM  point,  and  in  that  way  making  u  connection 
with  St.  Paul. 


Mr.  WILKINSON.  Can  the  Senator  tell  me 
the  height  of  the  bluffs  opposite  Hudson  on  the 
Minnesota  side? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  cannot  state  the  height 
of  those  bluffs  on  the  west  side  of  the  river;  but 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  a|5proachiug  the  east  side, 
and  on  the  west  side  there  are  ravines  through 
those  bluffs  where  the  engineer  of  this  road,  who 
is  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Campbell,  residing 
in  the  place  where  I  reside  in  Wisconsin,  Racine, 
states,  as  1  am  informed,  that  a  crossing  can  be 
made.  He  has  made  the  soundings  across  the 
lake,  and  examined  the  country,  and  he  says  a 
crossing  of  the  river  can  be  made  at  a  grade  not 
exceeding  forty  feet  to  the  mile  to  goto  St.  Paul. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  should  hke  to  ask  the 
Senator  whether  any  survey  has  been  made  oppo- 
site Hudson  of  a  railroad  track  to  St.  Paul. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  In  answer  to  the  question 
of  the  Senator,  I  cannot  state  that  a  survey  has 
been  made;  but  I  am  informed  ihatMr.  Campbell, 
who  is  engineer  of  this  road,  and,  by  the  way,  one 
of  the  best  engineers  in  the  United  States,  has 
sounded  across  the  lake  with  a  view  to  the  prac- 
ticability of  a  bridge,  and  of  going  on  this  route 
to  St.  Paul,  the  purpose,  I  understand,  being  to 
make  St.  Paul  the  re?ll  terminus  of  the  road,  for  it 
is  a  much  larger  town  than  Hudson,  while  at  the 
same  time  it  would  accommodate  both  Hudson 
and  St.  Paul,  both  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
bridge  might  be  made  across  the  lake;  but  my 
colleague  and  myself  have  traveled  that  route  a 
hundred  times,  and  we  know  that  it  is  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  get  a  railroad  from  Hudson  across 
the  river  and  up  the  bluffs  on  the  opposite  side. 
1  care  not  what  the  Wisconsin  engineers  may 
have  said  in  regard  to  it;  I  know  that  it  is  a  very 
rough  country,  and  that  the  bluffs  are  nearly  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  high  and  very  abrupt  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river  opposite  Hudson. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  When  this  bill  was  be- 
fore the  Senate  the  other  day  I  liad  occasion  to 
submit  a  few  remarks,  and  i  am  reported  to  have 
said,  "  As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  have  faith  in  the 
construction  of  the  road  through  Wisconsin  from 
Hudson  to  Superior.  I  do  not  think  any  v/ell- 
informcd  company  will  construct  a  road  from 
Hudson  to  Bayfield."  Unquestionably  the  error 
was  on  my  part.  The  debates  arc  so  accurately 
and  correctly  reported  that  I  cannot  believe  the 
mistake  was  made  by  the  reporter.  It  should 
have  been,  "I  do  not  think  any  well-informed 
company  will  construct  a  road  from  Hudson  to 
Superior."  And  then  I  went  on  to  give  the  rea- 
sons very  briefly  why  a  road  might  be  constructed 
to  Bayfield  with  much  fairer  prospects  of  success 
than  to  Superior.  I  do  not  design  now  to  discuss 
that  again.  I  propose  this  amendment  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin  

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  in  order. 
This  is  an  amendment  to  an  amendment  which  is 
now  pending. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  will  state,  then,  what 
the  amendment  would  have  been  if  it  had  been  in 
order. 

That  the  grant  made  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  by  the 
act  ot'  Juno,  IS.'iS,  to  aid  in  the  coiistriietioii  of  a  railroad 
lioiii  the  St.  Cnii.x  river  to  Uaj'liuld,  be  fiilari;ed  so  as  to 
extend  the  liniils  oCihal  f;iaiit  on  eacli  side  of  ijic  paid  road 
to  the  extent  of  llie  limits  of  the  yrant  made  by  tliis  act. 

The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  in  his  arj,aimcnt 
the  other  day  said  thiit  it  was  unjust  to  AViscon- 
sin  that  a  grant  should  be  made  to  a  competing 
route  in  Minnesota  within  larger  limits  than  the 
grant  to  Wisconsin.  There  was  some  force  in  that. 
The  grant  to  Wisconsin  is  of  alternate  sections 
for  six  miles  on  each  side  of  the  road,  while  the 
grant  now  proposed  to  be  made  to  Minnesota  is 
often  miles  extent  on  each  side  of  this  road.  I 
am  perfectly  willing  that  the  St;\te  of  Wisconsin 
shall  have  the  same  amount  of  land  to  construct 
her  road  as  may  be  given  to  the  State  of  i\liiine- 
sota,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  each  route  will 
run  through  a  country  very  similar,  neither  of 
which  is  a  very  desirable  country.  I  am  willing 
to  give  in  (his  bill  more  land  to  the  Stati-of  Min- 
nestKa  than  has  usually  been  granted  to  Stat(^s  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  for  the  reason 
that  as  you  jro  from  St.  Paul  up  toward  Lalce 
Superior  you  conu',  after  a  considerable  distance, 
into  rather  a  barren  country,  somewhat  sandy, 
mainly  covered  by  pine  timber;  some  portion  of 
it  tamuiack  swamjn  not  a  desirable  country,  and 


the  State  of  Minnesota  cannot  realize  very  largely 
from  that  portion  of  the  grant,  and  I  am  willing 
to  give  to  the  State  enough  land  to  make  up  for 
the  bad  quality  of  that  which  is  granted.  .  And  I 
am  also  willing  to  extend  the  grant  to  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  to  the  same  limits,  so  that  that  State 
shall  have  upon  each  side  of  her  road  ten  miles, 
and  an  equivalent  for  that  which  has  been  dis- 
posed of,  outside  of  these  limits;  but  I  do  not 
think  it  is  fair  to  incumber  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
Minnesota  with  a  proposition  such  as  is  now  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  If  Wisconsin 
has  equities  let  us  protect  those  equities  and  her 
rights;  but  certainly  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
ought  not  to  ask  the  Senate  to  burden  what  is  a 
fair  and  right  measure  for  the  State  of  Minnesota 
with  a  proposition  having  no  relation  to  that  work. 

I  believe  that  the  State  of  Minnesota  ought  to 
have  this  grant  for  the  reason  that  she  is  a  great 
State,  an  agricultural  State.  Her  production  will 
be  mainly  wheat,  and  we  ought  to  give  her  an  out- 
let to  amarket.  She  cannotfind  thatmarkel  in  the 
southern  States  at  this  time,  and,  as  I  said  before, 
will  probably  not  for  a  number  of  years.  She  is 
now  Justin  the  process  of  development;  we  ought 
to  encourage  that  development.  And  the  United 
Stales  lose  nothing  by  granting  these  lands,  for 
we  provide  that  the  reserved  sections  shall  be  dou- 
bled in  ]irice;  ancj^if  this  road  is  built  settlements 
will  be  encouraged  in  a  portion  of  the  State  that 
would  perhaps  remain  unsettled  without  the  road 
for  a  great  many  years.  We  encourage  settle- 
ments upon  lands  which  will  secure  to  the  Gov- 
ernment" $2  50  per  acre,  so  that  the  Government 
has  no  interest  against  this  grant;  she  has  an 
equivalent  for  the  granted  lands  in  the  increased 
)iriceofthe  reseived  sections.  Minnesota  asks 
this  grant.  I  say  let  her  have  it,  and  if  possible 
let  this  road  be  constructed  from  St.  Paul  to  Lake 
Superior;  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  in  any  le- 
gislation to  burden  what  is  a  fair  measure,  and 
what  meets  the  approbation  of  the  body,  by  tack- 
ing to  it  that  which  has  no  natural  or  proper  con- 
nection with  it.  If  the  measure  of  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  be  right  let  him  bring  it  up  as  an 
independent  measure,  and  not  tack  it  on  to  a  meas- 
ure for  Minnesota,  and  perhaps  endanger  the  pas- 
sage of  a  bill  that  the  Senate  would  otherwise  ap- 
prove. 

As  I  said  before,  if  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
wishes  to  enlarge  the  grant  to  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin to  the  limits  which  we  give  to  the  State  of 
Minnesota  in  this  bill,  let  us  do  it;  I  am  willing 
to  do  it.  That  is  all  he  can  ask.  He  then  can- 
not complain  if  Minnesota  throws  more  energy 
and  more  means  into  this  enterprise,  and  secures 
the  construction  of  her  road  at  an  earlier  day  than 
the  State  of  Wisconsin  can  complete  hers  with 
the  same  extent  of  grant.  It  is  the  benefit  which 
Minnesota  ought  to  enjoy. 

Again,  sir,  1  repeat  that  I  think  the  true  interest 
of  Wisconsin  is  to  construct  her  road  to  another 
point,  not  the  point  indicated  by  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  in  his  amendment.  The  other  day  I 
said  thatthe  harborat  Bayfield  was  much  more  de- 
sirable than  the  harbor  at  Superior.  I  think  there 
is  no  question  about  that.  1  have  seen  the  harbor 
at  Bayfield, and  a  more  beautiful  spot  I  have  never 
seen,  a  more  elegant  harl)or  cannot  be  conceived 
of.  It  is  formed  by  a  group  of  islands  called  the 
Apostles,  and  makes  as  beautiful  a  sight  as  we  can 
conceive  of,  and  a  harbor  in  which  the  vessels  of 
the  whole  world  might  rest  in  safe-ty,  with  suffi- 
cient depth  so  that  vessels  can  enter  at  any  time 
in  the  most  violent  storms  that  are  experienced 
«n  that  shore.  I  said  also  that  the  harborat  Bay- 
field remained  open  Au-  several  weeks  later  in  the 
fall  and  became  o[ien  in  the  spring  several  weeks 
earlii'r  than  the  harborat  Superior.  My  remarks 
attracted  the  attention,  I  su[)()ose,  of  a  gentleman, 
an  acquaintance  of  mine  in  this  city,  and  this 
morning  he  handed  me  an  extract  from  a  letter 
written  on  the  25lh  day  of  June,  18G1,  by  the 
Rev.  W.  B.  McKee,  to  a  gentleman  in  George- 
town.    The  writer  says: 

"Tlicre  is  oiu!  tiling  wlileli  liecomis  more  evident  every 
year,  viz:  lliat  this  place  [liayfield]  will  tii.'thc  lioadof  lake 
liavigalioii.  'i'lie  luad  ol  llie  lake  lor  lorly  miles,  trom  Su- 
perior city  and  iVoin  shore  to  shore,  has  been  blockaded 
(more  firmly  than  sotilliern  pnrla)  by  iccbci(;s.  Last  Fri- 
day night  llie  I'laiiei'' — 

One  of  the  itui.st  beautiful  steamers  on  the  lake — 

'•left  line  and  altemplcd  lo  gel  into  Superior,  bill  could 
not  ri.Meli  llie  plaer  uilli in  live  miles.  Hlie,  ol  ecniise,  e.uiie 
back.    'J'liat  wa>  the  ;ils,t  iiisiaiit,  [June. J    They  have  got 
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out  twice  with  tlieir  little  tug,  by  watching  chances,  when 
the  west  wind  vvould  open  the  ice  a  little,  and  by  winding 
anions  berffs.  This  obstruction  is  incident  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent  of  time  every  spring.  It  is  caused  by  northeast 
winds,  which  prevail  at  this  season  from  six  to  eight  weelvs." 

I  would  not  vote  for  the  Senator's  proposition 
to  giant  lands  in  large  quantities  and  an  appropri- 
aiion  of  money  by  the  Government;  1  see  that  is 
provided  for;  I  did  notunderstand  the  amendinent 
before,  but  1  see  that  is  included  in  parentheses. 
I  would  not  support  a  measure  granting  lands  in 
very  large  quantities  for  a  road  to  go  to  Superior 
or  any  otlicr  port  on  the  lake,  because  I  think  the 
grant  would  be  lost  because  of  what  1  believ-e  to 
be  the  defective  character  of  that  harbor;  but  I  do 
not  choose  to  discuss  that.  ]f  the  Senator  wishes, 
I  repeat,  to  extend  the  grant  to  Wisconsin,  1  am 
willing  to  do  it,  and  then  he  cannot  say  that  Min- 
nesota has  had  an  unfair  advantage.  Give  Wis- 
consin for  the  construction  of  her  road  as  much 
land  as  we  give  to  Minnesota  to  construct  hers; 
let  these  two  States  of  the  West  compete  with 
each  other  for  the  speedy  construction  of  their 
enterprises.  -  • 

Mr.  POWELL.  The  amendment  strikes  me 
very  favorably.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  founds 
his  objections  to  it  partially  on  the  fact  that  it 
brings  the  road  right  to  the  head  of  the  lake  at  Su- 
perior. I  have  had  some  experience  about  those 
harbors  there;  I  have  been  all  around  that  lake, 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Senator  from  Indianais 
utterly  mistaken  when  he  says  the  harbor  atSupe- 
rior  city  is  defective.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is 
the  best  harbor  on  the  American  continent.  I  do 
not  believe  such  a  one  can  be  found  on  any  of  the 
lakes  in  the  United  States. 

He  spoke  about  the  ice.  It  strikes  me  that  if 
that  Senator  had  prosecuted  his  inquiries  a  little 
further  he  would  have  found  that  perhaps  the 
greatest  obstruction  to  navigation  in  Lake  Supe- 
rior occurs  about  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  The  har- 
bor of  Superior,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  best  har- 
bor on  the  entire  lakes.  The  only  possible  diffi- 
culty that  exists  about  that  harbor  is  a  little  bar 
near  the  entrance,  which  causes  vessels  to  go 
around  in  order  to  get  up  to  the  city;  but  that  can 
be  dredged  out  at  an  expense  of  two  or  three 
thousand  dollars;  and  when  the  wind  sets  in  a 
certain  direction,  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  being 
narrow,  it  is  sometimes  difficult  of  entrance;  but 
when  in  it,  there  is  no  such  harbor  in  America. 
It  is  sufficient  to  float  all  the  navies  that  may  be 
on  all  the  lakes.  I  think  the  Senator  from  Min- 
nesota [Mr.  Wilkinson]  will  concur  with  me  in 
what  I  say  about  it.  The  whole  difficulty  is  that 
sometimes  the  wind  sets  in  a  certain  direction.  I 
do  not  understand  the  assault  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  has  made  so  fiercely  here  on  the  harbor 
of  Superior.  I  was  at  Bayfield  when  the  Senator 
was  there, and  I  saw  plumb-lines  put  down  in  the 
harbor.     The  water  is  good,  I  know. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  Senator  will  allow 
me  to  say  that  I  do  not  question  that  tlie  resting- 
place  for  vessels  at  Superior  is  good  enough  when 
they  get  in,  but  the  difficulty  is  in  the  entrance  to 
the  harbor,  as  I  understand,  and  the  continuance 
of  tlie  ice  in  the  spring. 

Mr.  POWELL.  1  have  entered  it  on  steamers 
when  the  wind  was  very  high.  It  is  true  that 
sometimes  the  winds  set  thei-e  in  such  a  way  as 
to  cause  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  to  be  difficult; 
l)ul  when  you  enter  it,  I  have  seen  no  such  har- 
bour, and   there  is  none  such  on  the  whole  lakes. 

There  is  another  thing:  if  the  railroad  runs  to 
the  head  of  the  lake,  Superior  city  is  the  point  to 
which  it  sliould  go,  for  thei-e  you  reach  the  lake 
at  a  distance  of  ninety  miles  from  Bayfield.  I 
think  the  distance  from  Superior  to  Bayfield  is 
ninety  miles. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     About  ninety. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  know  when  1  was  in  that 
country  in  185G  they  said  it  was  ninety  miles  from 
Superior  to  Bayfield.  I  only  rose  to  vindicate  the 
liarlior  of  Superior  from  the  assault  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Indiana.  I  know  they  are  interested  nt 
Bayfield  in  as.sauhing  the  harbor  of  Superior;  but 
1  think  the  railroad  ought  to  go  to  the  head  of 
lake  navigation,  and  tliat  is  where,  if  let  alone,  it 
will  go. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Can  this  amendment  be 
amended  .' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  cannot.  This  is 
an  amendmriit  to  an  amendment. 

The  a  mend  men!  to  the  a  mend  incn  I  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  desire  to  oflcr  additionai 


amendments.  It  seems  to  be  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  that  the  bill  is  to  pass,  but  my  friend  from 
Indiana  says  there  is  still  some  hope  that  justice 
may  be  done  to  Wisconsin.  I  will  offer  another 
amendment  which  will  give  us  in  substance  the 
additional  sections  per  mile  over  our  land  grants 
where  the  roads  are  not  constructed,  and  also 
through  the  wilderness  of  our  State  from  Pox 
river  to  Bayfield,  so  as  to  give  us  about  one  third 
as  much  as  Minnesota  has  had.  1  offer  the  fol- 
lowing additional  sections; 

Jlnd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  there  be,  and  is  hereby, 
granted  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  or  to  the  companies 
authorized  or  that  may  be  authorized  by  said  Stnte  to  con- 
struct the  same,  four  additional  sections  per  mile  in  addi- 
tion to  the  amount  of  lands  already  granted  to  said  State  of 
Wisconsin  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  in  said 
State,  upon  all  portions  of  said  routes  upon  wliich  said 
railroads  have  not  been  constructed  for  wliich  lands  have 
heretofore  been  granted  by  the  United  States,  upon  the 
same  terms  and  conditions,  and  that  the  time  for  the  com- 
pletion of  said  roads  be  extended  for  the  term  of  five  years 
from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be,  and  is  hereby, 
granted  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  or  to  any  company 
authorized  or  that  may  be  authorized  to  construct  tlie  same, 
a  grant  of  ten  sectitnis  per  mile  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  Berlin  on  the  Fox  river,  by  the  most 
passable  railroad  route  northwesterly  through  the  central 
and  heavily  timbered  portions  of  Wisconsin  to  Bayfield. 
and  thence  to  Superior,  to  be  selected  and  granted  upon 
the  same  terms  and  subject  to  the  same  condilions  as  lands 
are  granted  to  aid  in  tlie  construction  of  said  railroad  in  the 
State  of  Minnesota. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  certainly  hope  this 
amendiTient  will  not  be  adopted.  I  appeal  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin  not  to  load 
down  this  bill  of  ours  until  it  shall  be  unable  to 
stand.  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  any  reasonable 
measure  for  Wisconsin  at.  any  time  and  at  all 
times;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  have  this  bill  loaded 
down  to  such  an  extent  that  it  will  be  alrnost  folly 
to  attempt  to  carry  it  through  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. Without  any  opposition  to  any 
measure  that  the  honorable  Senator  may  intro- 
duce for  the  benefitof  the  Wisconsin  roads,  with- 
out wishing  to  assail  any  of  those  propositions,  I 
hope  this  amendment  will  not  be  pressed,  but  will 
be  permitted  to  stand  as  a  separate  measure, 
singly  by  itself  on  its  own  merits,  and  when  the 
jiroper  time  shall  come  I  shall  be  ready  to  go  for  it. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  If  the  Senate  are  unwill- 
ing to  adopt  the  amendment  in  that  shape,  I  shall 
have  to  make  it  apply  to  the  road  from  Hudson 
to  Superior,  and  pro|5ose  to  grant  four  additional 
sections  per  mile  for  that. 

Mr.  HOWE.  If  my  colleague  will  allow  me, 
I  will  read  an  amendment  which  I  have  drawn, 
and  which  I  think  the  Senators  from  Minnesota 
and  the  Senate  will  agree  to. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     Very  well. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  offer  this  amendment  as  an 
additional  section: 

^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is, 
granted  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  purpose  of  fur- 
ther aiding  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Madison 
or  Coluinilus  by  the  way  of  Portage- City  to  the  St.  Croix 
river  or  lake  between  townships  twenty-five  and  thirty- 
one,  and  from  tlience  totliMwestend  of  Lake  Superior  and 
to  Bayfield,  a  quantity  of  land  in  addition  to  that  granted 
by  tlie  act  entitled  "An  act  granting  public  lands  to  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads 
in  said  State,"  approved  June  3,  1856,  so  as  to  make  the 
grant  to  said  railroads  equal  to  the  grant  herein  provided 
for  to  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Com- 
pany, said  additional  quantity  to  be  selected  within  tlu^ 
same  limits  and  in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein  provided 
for  selecting  the  lands  gran  ted  to  the  railroad  company  above 
mentioned. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  not 
incumber  our  bill  with  this  amendment.  If  a 
road  between  the  Mississippi  river  and  the  lake 
were  not  of  great  necessity  we  should  not  have 
urged  it  so  pertinaciously,  and  our  Legislature 
would  not  have  asked  for  it.  I  hope  we  shall 
pass  the  bill  liefore  the  Senate,  and  in  such  a  shape 
that  the  other  House  may  concur  in  our  action, 
and  for  that  reason  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
fi'oin  Wisconsin  will  withdraw  this  amendment 
and  inti-odnce  the  proposition  in  some  othershape, 
and  then  1  shall  be  happy  to  support  it. 

Mr.  HOWE.  This  objection  is  a  liitle  curious.' 
In  185G  Congress  made  a  grant  to  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  for  building  a  railroad  over  the  route 
mentioned  in  my  amendment.  They  made  agrant 
of  alternate  sections  of  land  within  six  miles  of 
the  line  of  the  road.  They  gave  us  ten  years  to 
build  the  road  in,  and  eight  years  of  that  time  have 
expired.  The  road  is  now  in  progress.  Now, 
Minnesota  conies  in  and  asks  for  uKranl  of  alter- 


nate sections  to  the  amount  of  ten  sections  per 
mile,  while  the  act  of  1856  granted  us  six  sections 
a  iTiile  to  builda  road  right  alongsideof  that  which 
you  authorized  and  instructed  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin to  build  eight  years  ago.  It  was  assumed 
in  argument  here  the  other  day  that  inasmuch  as 
we  had  not  built  the  road  forthe  past  eight  years, 
we  should  not  build  it  in  the  next  two.  You  were 
told  that  a  company  was  at  this  very  time  strug- 
gling with  that  enterprise.  If  we  cannot  build  it 
with  the  aid  you  have  already  given  us  and  with- 
out the  discouragements  which  you  f/ropose  by 
this  act,  we  certainly  cannot  build  it  with  the  dis- 
couragements that  you  propose  by  this  act. 

Now,  I  have  offered  an  amendment  which  will 
put  the  State  of  Wisconsin  in  as  favorable  a  con- 
dition to  coiTiplete  that  road  as  you  put  this  rail- 
road coinpany  in  for  building  the  rival  road.  Is 
it  a  greater  necessity  to  have  St.  Paul  connected 
with  Lake  Superior,  than  to  have  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  connected  with  Lake  Superior.'  You 
instructed  us  to  build  that  road,  as  I  say,  eight 
years  ago.  If  you  can  afford  to  give  ten  sections 
a  mile  to  this  road,  when  they  have  not  invested 
a  dollar  in  it,  and  when  money  is  invested  in  ours, 
can  you  not  afford  to  make  the  grant  as  liberal  to 
our  road.' 

The  Senators  say  they  have  no  objection  to  the 
proposition,  but  they  do  not  wish  to  incumber 
their  bill  with  it.  If  it  is  right,  it  is  no  incum- 
brance. If  it  is  fair,  if  it  would  be  fair  as  an  in- 
dependent proposition,  it  is  fair  here;  and  I  beg 
leave  to  assure  my  friends  from  Minnesota  that 
their  bill  will  not  be  hurt  a  particle  in  my  estima- 
tion, and  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  hurt  a  particle  in 
the  estimation  of  the  Senate,  if  it  is  made  a  little 
fairer  than  it  is  now.  As  it  stands,  I  insist,  as  I 
said  before,  that  it  is  a  proposition  actually  to  take 
away  franchises  which  you  granted  to  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  years  ago.  Practically,  it  is  so.  It 
will  be  less  so  if  you  will  put  our  enterprise  on 
the  same  footing  on  which  you  propose  to  put 
this.  The  Senator  from  Indiana,  who  is  on  the 
committee  fipm  which  this  bill  comes,  proposes 
this  amendment  himself,  and  says  it  is  fair;  and 
who  says  it  is  not.' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  sugg^sl  to  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  to  strike  out  so  much  of  his 
amendmentas  relates  to  that  part  of  the  road  from 
Madison  to  the  St.  Croix  river.  TJie  amendment 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  suggest  to  the  Senate, 
was  to  enlarge  the  grant  from  the  St.  Croix  river 
to  Lake  Superior,  and  that  was  based  upon  a 
reason.  That  reason  was  that  that  portion  of  the 
grant  came  in  conflict,  to  some  extent,  with  the 
grant  now  made  to  Minnesota,  the  lines  of  the 
two  roads  being  somewhat  parallel;  but  from  the 
city  of  Madison  to  the  St.  Croix  river  that  reason 
does  not  apply.  There  is  no  reason  there  why 
the  grant  should  be  extended, and  I  suggest  to  the 
Senator  to  amend  his  amendment  so  as  to  apply 
it  only  to  that  part  of  the  road  from  the  St.  Croix 
river  to  Lake  Superior, and  then  I  can  see  no  ob- 
jection to  it. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  is  a- 
little  mistaken  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  The 
two  routes  are  rival  south  of  St.  Paul  and  of  Hud- 
son. There  is  a  railroad  already  provided  for 
and  now  in  process  of  coiistruction,  south  of  St. 
Paul,  leading  down  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  road  from  Hudson  to  Lake  Superior 
is  only  a  part  of  the  line  endowed  by  the  grant  of 
1856.  It  is  true  that  this  amendment  will  have  no 
practical  operation  over  that  part  of  the  route  be- 
tween Madison  and  Portage  City,  because  that 
country  is  all  occupied  and  no  public  lands  can  be 
found  there,  and  it  might  just  as  well  start  from 
Portage;  but  I  have  employed  the  language  used 
in  the  amendment,  because  I  copied  itfroin  the  act 
ofI856;and  certainly  when  tlu;  load  comes  from 
Lake  Superior  to  Hudson,  it  is  necessary  that  it 
should  comedown  to  join  with  the  roadsrunning 
east  and  west,  the  nearest  of  which  it  finds  at 
Portage  City,  or  at  some  point  on  the  Milwaukee 
and  Minnesota  railroad  between  Portage  City  and 
the  Mississippi  river.  That  was  what  Congress 
wanted  to  have  done;  not  a  road  merely  from  Hud- 
son to  Lake  Superior,  but  a  road  from  the  Mil- 
waukee and  Minnesota  road  to  Lake  Superior. 
My  amendment  provides  an  equal  quantity  of 
land,  ten  sections  per  mile,  ov(;rllie  whole  route. 
If  there  is  no  objection  to  granting  the  additional 
quanlity  to  that  |);irt  of  the  road  lying  north  of 
Hudson,  1  cannot  see  what  objection  there  is  lo 
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granting  that  additional  quantity  to  the  portion 
soutli  of  Hudson. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  With  the  permission  of 
the  Senator  I  will  suggest  that  there  is  tiiis  ob- 
jection: below  Hudson  you  do  not  come  in  com- 
petition with  a  ten-mile  grant.  You  only  com- 
pete with  this  large  grant  above  St.  Paul  and  above 
Hudson;  but  south  of  Hudson  you  do  not  have 
to  compete  with  anything  but  the  six-mile  grant. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Senator  is  right;  wedonot 
come  in  competition,  when  we  get  soutli  of  the 
parallel  of  Hudson  and  St.  Paul,  with  a  ten-mile 
grant,  but  we  come  in  competition  with  a  railroad. 
What  is  the  reason  for  granting  ten  sections  per 
mile  to  the  road  from  St.  Paul.'  It  is  not  that  it 
comes  in  competition  with  a  ten-mile  grant,  but 
because  you  think  it  reasonable  in  these  times, 
and  in  this  condition  of  tlie  public  domain,  and 
in  consideration  of  the  country  through  which  it 
is  to  run,  to  enlarge  the  quantity.  There  is  the 
same  reason  on  the  other  side.  It  injures  nobody; 
it  does  not  injure  Minnesota;  it  does  not  injure 
this  railroad  grant  that  you  now  contemplate.  If 
it  injures  anybody  it  injures  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates;  and  the  Government  is  not  in- 
jured, because  it  wants  the  road  built,  and  is  giv- 
ing no  more  to  build  it  than  it  now  adopts  the 
policy  of  giving  to  all  roads. 

I  really  wish  the  Senate  would  accept  this  prop- 
osition, or  that  they  would  tell  me  what  there  is 
unjust  about  it.  Senators  say  they  will  go  for  it 
as  an  independent  proposition.  It  is  an  inde- 
pendent proposition.  1  offer  it  to  you  as  an  ad- 
ditional section  to  the  bill.  They  say  they  do  not 
want  it  to  incumber  their  bill.  How  does  it  in- 
cumber their  bill.'  I  can  understand  an  incum- 
brance when  you  point  it  out  to  me;  but  naming 
a  measure  or  a  proposition  an  incumbrance  does 
not  make  it  apparent  to  me,  does  not  make  me  see 
it  in  that  light. 

Mr.  FIOWAPiD.  I  beg  to  inquire  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin,  who  makes  such  a  strenuous 
opposition  to  this  measure 

Mr.  HOWE.  Allow  me.  Wli^at  opposition 
am  I  making  to  this  measure.'  I  did  oppose  it  the 
other  day,  because  I  thought  it  unjust;  but  now  I 
am  not  opposini;  it;  1  am  asking  you  to  make  it 
more  just. 

Mr".  HOWARD.  I  beg  to  inquire  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin,  who  makes  such  strenuous 
opposition  to  this  measure,  how  much  has  been 
done  upon  the  railroad  route  from  Hudson  to 
Lake  Superior,  running  through  Wisconsin.'  If 
I  understand  it  rightly  the  land  was  granted  to 
that  corporation  some  eight  years  ago,  and  they 
had  ten  years  in  which  to  build  the  road,  which 
\a  a  pretty  liberal  allowance  of  time  as  it  seemsto 
me.  Now,  the  Senator  asks  for  an  additional 
appropriation  of  lands  to  aid  that  corporation,  if 
I  understand  it,  in  completing  this  Hudson  and 
Lake  Superior  branch.  Before  lean  vote  for  any 
such  measure  I  must  be  pretty  well  satisfied  that 
the  corporation  for  whose  benefit  the  lands  liavc 
thus  been  granted  have  given  some  evidence  to 
the  public  at  least  of  their  intention  to  complete 
this  work,  a  very  important  work  certainly;  but 
if  this  work  is  to  be  treated  as  a  mere  speculation 
in  the  hands  of  capitalists  it  will  be  a  sufficient 
reason  why  I  should  not  vote  to  grant  any  further 
lands  to  it.  I  am  told  that  it  is  little  better  than 
a  mere  speculation;  that  it  is  a  sort  of  moonshine 
road,  and  that  the  stockholders  intend  to  emfdoy 
their  means,  if  they  contribute  any,  in  mere  kit- 
ing the  stock,  and  making  money  out  of  it,  and 
not  in  building  the  road.  I  may  be  misinformed 
about  this  matter;  but  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  how  much  work  has  act- 
ually been  done  upon  the  road  from  Hudson  to 
Lake  Superior,  so  that  I  may  judge  as  to  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  persons  who  have  the  enterprise  in. 
charge.      I  am  told  that  very  little  has  been  done. 

Mr.  HOWE.  It  gives  me  infinite  satisfaction 
to  afford  the  Senator  from  Michigan  all  the  light 
I  can  upon  that  point.  I  stood  here,  the  Senate 
will  remember,  the  other  day,  and  implored  the 
Senate  to  send  this  bill  back  to  the  Comniittoc  on 
Public  Lands  for  Ihe  purpose  of  getting  authen- 
tically the  very  information  for  which  the  Sena- 
tor now  asks.  I  told  him  then,  and  I  told  the 
Senate,  that  I  wu.'i  not  prepared  to  slate  definitely 
and  anihoritatively  how  much  had  been  done.  I 
said  then  and  I  repeat  now  that  I  have  been  told 
and  I  hflieve  twenty  miles  of  the  road  have  been 
laid,und  that  the  lies  have  been  got  out  for  forty 


miles,  and  that  the  iron  has  been  purchased  for 
twenty  miles  of  it.  I  have  been  told  this;  I  be- 
lieve it:  I  do  not  assert  it  for  a  fact. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  How  much  of  the  track  has 
been  laid.'  How  much  of  the  track  has  been 
ironed.' 

Mr.  HOWE.     Not  any. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Not  a  foot,  so  far  as  I  un- 
derstand. All  the  rest  of  the  statement  of  the  Sen- 
ator is  mere  hearsay. 

Mr.  HOWE.     Yes. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  If  I  understand,  he  does  not 
even  give  us  the  authority  on  which  he  bases  his 
assertion.  He  does  not  tell  us  whether  his  in- 
formants are  members  of  the  company,  or  other 
persons  connected  with  the  enterprise,  on  whose 
statements  we  ought  properly  to  rely.  It  seems 
to  me  that  is  very  feeble  evidence. 

Mr.  HOWE.  It  may  be  feeble  evidence;  I  do 
not  dispute  that;  and  1  wish  to  God  the  Senate 
would  take  the  means  to  get  better  evidence.  I 
have  asked  them  to  do  it;  1  have  urged  them  to 
do  it;  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  exactly  the  right 
treatment  to  abuse  me  because  I  have  not  belter 
evidence  when  you  refuse  to  take  the  means  that 
will  get  you  the  best  evidenccTin  the  world. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon; 
I  have  not  abused  him.  Thatis  entirely  gratui- 
tous, let  me  say  to  the  Senator. 

Mr.  HOWE.   Then,  to  criticise  me  so  sharply. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  do  not  criticise  the  Sen- 
ator. 

Mr.  HOWE.     The  Senator  wants  light. 

Mr.  HOWARD.     That  is  what  I  want. 

Mr.  HOWE.  And  I  want  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  give  it  to  him.  I  would  give  it 
to  him  myself  if  I  had  it;  but  inasmuch  as  he  will 
not  take  it  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  I  can  give  him  but  very  feeble  light,  I  can 
only  implore  the  Author  of  all  light  to  shed  it 
upon  him. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
assumes  that  this  enterprise  from  Hudson  to  Lake 
Superior  is  an  irresponsible  one,  and  his  evidence 
is  that  it  was  entered  on  in  1856  and  has  not  yet 
been  completed.  When  wasyourcompany char- 
tered .'  How  long  have  you  had  yours  on  foot,.' 
1  put  it  to  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  or  the  Sen- 
ator from  Minnesota,  when  was  your  St.  Paul 
and  Superior  raili'oad  charter  granted  .' 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  We  never  had  any  land  grant. 

Mr.  HOWE.  But  you  had  a  charter,  and  you 
entered  upon  the  enterprise  a  great  deal  longer  ago 
than  this  was.  How  much  have  you  done.'  How 
much  iron  have  you  laid  down  .'  How  much  have 
you  bought.'  How  much  have  you  graded .'  Have 
you  got  out  a  tie  .' 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  that 
if  Congress  gives  us  this  grant  we  shall  enter  on 
the  work  immediately.  We  have  an  appropria- 
tion of^250,000  from  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  and  we 
have  the  swamp  lands  of  the  State,  and  we  are 
prepared  to  go  to  work  at  once. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  hope  they  will,  but  then  I  do 
not  want  to  be  taunted  with  the  bankruptcy  of 
our  enterprise  here  by  a  company  so  much  older 
than  ours  is  and  which  has  done  so  much  less. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Your  company  is  older 
than  ours,  and  you  got  a  land  grant  besides. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  We  are  only  struggling  for 
existence  now. 

Mr.  CLARK,  (to  Mr.  Howe.)  You  had  bet- 
ter haveacommissionof  insolvency  to  decide  the 
question. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have 
a  commission  of  insolvency  issued  here.  I  would 
rather  have  the  investigation  conducted  in  the 
committee  room  than  in  the  Senate,  but  I  must 
take  it  wherever  it  i.s  forced  upon  me.  No,  Mr. 
President,  the  truth  about  it  is,  I  have  no  doubt, 
that  the  St.  Paul  and  Lake  Superior  Company 
have  done  all  they  could  in  the  execution  of  the 
enterprise  they  entered  upon.  I  think  it  fair  to 
assume  that  the  assignees  of  the  Slate  of  Wis- 
consin have  done  the  same,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
right  for  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  to  impose 
a  forfeiture  upon  that  State  or  its  grantees  of  the 
franchi.sc,  under  the  act  of  ISfjC,  simply  because 
a  part  of  the  time  that  you  allowed  us  to  do  this 
work  in  has  expired,  and  the  work  ha.i  not  been 
done.  I  do  not  think  that  is  right.  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  in.sisted  upon.  1  .say  to  Sen-itor.s  frankly 
I  do  not  want  at  ihi.s  time  that  this  rival  grant 
should  be  made;  but  then  it  is  for  the  Legislature 


to  say  whether  they  will  make  it  or  not;  and  the 
Senate  indicated  by  unmistakable  symptoms  the 
other  day  that  they  thought  it  was  a  reasonable 
grant  to  make.  I  now  ask  the  Senate  if  it  is  not 
equally  reasonable  to  grant  an  additional  quantity 
to  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  I  ask  this  not,  as  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  assumes,  for  the  pur|)0se 
of  opposing  the  grant  contained  in  the  bill;  I  ask 
it  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  less  obnoxious  and 
less  injurious  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  than  it 
would  be  without  it. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Mr.  President,  the  railroad 
laws  now  in  existence  do  not  give  a  specificquan- 
tity  of  land  to  aid  in  buildingrailroads:  they  give 
alternate  sections  of  the  Government  land  within 
certain  limits.  Thegrant  made  toaid  in  building 
the  road  through  Wisconsin  mentioned  by  the 
Senator  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  proposes  to 
grant  to  that  State  alternate  sections  within  the 
limits  of  six  miles  on  each  side  of  the  line  of  the 
road,  and  if  the  quantity  thus  indicated  shall  not 
be  found  within  those  limits,  that  she  may  select 
.  an  equivalent  within  the  limits  of  fifteen  miles  on 
each  side  of  the  line  of  the  road.  The  bill  now 
pending  proposes  to  grant  alternate  sections  of  the 
Government  land  for  ten  miles  on  each  side  of  the 
line  of  the  road,  and  if  any  portion  of  those  sec- 
tions shall  have  been  disposed  of  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  give  a  range  of  twenty 
miles  on  each  side  within  the  State  of  Minnesota 
within  which  to  select  the  deficiency. 

There  has  not,  therefore,  been  granted  to  Wis- 
consin six  sections  per  mile  specifically  to  aid  in 
building  that  road;  nor  does  this  bill  propose  to 
grant  ten  sections  per  mile  to  Minnesota  for  this 
road.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that 
the  grant  which  is  proposed  by  this  bill  would 
not  more  than  equal  in  quantity  when  it  shall 
have  been  selected  the  amount  of  land  granted  to 
the  other  railroad  companies  to  which  grants  have 
been  made  heretofore.  Then  the  objection  to  the 
Senator's  amendment  is  simply  this:  it  may  be 
that  the  grant  heretofore  made  to  Wisconsin  to 
aid  in  building  the  road  he  indicates  is  now  larger 
than  the  grant  proposed  in  this  bill;  that  Wiscon- 
sin may  really  secure  under  the  law  as  it  now 
stands  more  acres  per  mile  than  Minnesota  will 
secure  per  mile  on  the  line  of  this  road. 

If,  however,  the  Senator  deems  that  a  larger 
grant  is  necessary  to  enable  the  Wisconsin  com- 
pany to  complete  the  road  indicated,  he  should 
introduce  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  and  allow  it  to 
go  to  a  committee  for  examination.  By  an  ex- 
amination of  the  plats  in  connection  with  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  Slates,  )iow  at 
the  Land  Office,  itcan  be  ascertained  with  tolerable 
accuracy  how  much  public  land  does  lie  within 
ihe  limits  of  the  grant  proposed  in  the  bill  now 
pending,  and  also  the  quantity  that  may  be  found 
within  tlie  limits  of  the  grant  in  his  State  on  the 
line  of  ihe  road  which  he  desires  to  see  com))leted; 
and  when  those  facts  shall  be  ascertained,  if  it 
shall  be  the  desire  of  the  Senator  to  grant  an  equal 
number  of  acres  to  the  road  in  Wisconsin  with 
those  granted  to  the  road  in  the  State  of  Minne- 
sota, if  that  indeed  has  not  previously  been  done, 
1  suppose  the  Senator  will  find  no  difficulty  in 
securing  the  passage  of  his  bill. 

It  is  probable,  I  think,  that  the  number  of  acres 
granted  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  on  ihe  line  of 
the  road  which  he  desires  to  see  built  is  now 
larger  than  the  grant  proposed  in  this  bill;  but 
then  I  would  suggest  to  him,  as  a  question  of 
public  policy,  that  if  the  grant  to  Wisconsin  shall 
be  enlarged  on  the  line  of  this  road,  I  think  it 
jM'obable  that  all  the  land-grant  States  will  desire 
to  have  their  granis  enlarged  also.  I  feel  quite 
sure  that  the  people  of  Iowa  would  desire  lo  l)e 
made  equal  with  Wisconsin,  and  it  is  probable 
that  Michigan  would  desire  the  same,  and  it  may 
be  that  Illinois  would  desire  an  appropriation  of 
lands  to  nuike  her  equal  in  the  number  of  acres 
granted  with  the  other  Stales.  So  it  is  really  a 
very  grave  quesiion,  1  think,  in  its  practical  im- 
portance, and  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  pertinent 
to  this  bill. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Mr.  President,  Wiscon- 
sin certainly  would  have  no  objection  to  open  an 
account  with  all  the  Slates  that  have  received 
grants  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  lailroads — 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Mimiescta,  or  Kansas,  or  any  of 
ihe  Slates.  We  have  received  about  one  third  as 
much  as  the  other  States  have.  So  we  do  not  ob- 
ject to  opening  the  account.    But  in  answer  to  uii 
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inquiry  whicli  was  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  I  desire  to  state  to  the  Senate  that  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  statement  made  by  one  of  the  direct- 
ors of  this  road,  wliich  I  believe  to  be  correct,  in 
relation  to  the  condition  of  the  road.     He  says: 

"The  road  was  commenced,  considerable  grading  done, 
and  ties  furnished  on  the  first  twenty  miles  from  Lake  St. 
Croix ;  Imt  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  the  work  was 
suspended,  but  has  been  recommenced.  The  company  has 
changed  hands  and  been  reorganized  tlie  past  summer,  and 
the  work  is  now  progressing.  Tlie  company  are  now  spend- 
ing about  two  thousand  dollars  per  week  In  getting  out  tim- 
ber for  building  bridges,  culverts,  cross-ties,  grading,  &c. 
Tliey  have  about  twenty  miles  graded,  and  the  ties  for  the 
same  delivered  on  the  line  of  the  road,  and  a  contract  for 
the  furnishing  of  the  ties  on  twenty  miles  more  of  the  road 
to  he  completed  on  or  before  the  )st  of  May  next.  The 
company  have  purchased  five  hundred  tons  of  iron,  which 
is  now  waiting  the  opening  of  navigation  to  be  shipped  in 
the  spring,  and  have  contracts  made  and  means  provided 
for  the  finishing  of  forty  miles  of  the  southern  end  of  their 
road  the  coming  season,  which  will  leave  ninety-five  miles 
to  build  on  the  main  line  to  Superior,  it  being  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  miles  by  actual  survey  from  Hudson  to  Su- 
perior city. 

"  The  directors  and  officers  of  the  company  are:  Judge 
Hubbcll,  of  Milwaukee,  now  member  of  the  Legislature ; 
John  Comstock,  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Hudson  ;  John  C.  Campbell,  of  Racine,  Wisconsin ;  George 
L.  liecker,  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota;  L.  Wetherby,  of  Hud- 
son, supreme  court  judge  of  Wisconsin  ;  Harvey  S.  Clapp, 
of  Hudson,  deputy  United  States  marshal;  Mr.  Marsh,  of 
New  Jersey,  son  of  Judge  Marsh ;  A.  P.  Burthond,  New 
Jersey;  E.  Clark,  former  member  of  Congress  from  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  now  of  New  York;  D.  A.  Baldwin,  of 
New  York.  President,  A.  P.  Burthond;  Treasurer,  E. 
Clark,  jr. ;  Chief  Engineer,  John  C.Campbell.  Trustees 
for  the  bonds:  Judge  Marsh,  of  New  Jersey,  presidentMor- 
ris  canal;  A.  O.  Zabriskie,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  New 
Jersey." 

These  are  the  gentlemen  who  constitute  the  or- 
ganization of  this  company,  and  this  is  the  state- 
ment of  what  has  been  done.  But,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  do  not  desire  to  detain  the  Senate;  1  am 
willing  to  come  to  a  vote.  I  should  like  to  have 
the  amendment  of  my  colleague  adopted,  for  the 
only  effect  of  it  will  be  to  make  this  additional 
grant  on  the  line  of  this  route  and  down  the  line 
to  a  point  called  Tomah,  on  the  La  Crosse  rail- 
road. Beyond  ihatitcannotgo,  most  of  the  lands 
having  already  been  taken. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  There  is  an  evident  indis- 
position on  the  partof  the  Senate  for  the  continu- 
ation of  this  debate;  and  it  is  perfectly  natural 
that  that  which  interests  the  Senators  from  these 
different  States  should  be  of  very  little  conse- 
quence to  Senators  from  other  States.  The  de- 
bate, therefore,  assumes  rather  a  personal  char- 
acter so  far  as  they  themselves  are  concerned, and 
results  in  indifference  on  the  part  of  every  one  else. 
The  statement  just  read  by  the  Senator  fromWis- 
consin,  alluding  tosevei-al  persons  who  have  con- 
nection at  pre.sent  with  the  St.  Croix  and  Lake 
Superior  road,  perhaps  will  be  an  apology  for  my 
making  a  remark  or  two  on  the  subject. 

I  have  been  informed  by  gentlemen  of  the  high- 
est character  and  respectability,  who  have  charge 
of  the  road  at  present,  that  they  have  already  ad- 
vanced largely  for  the  purpose  of  the  immediate 
construction  of  this  road,  that  the  construction  of 
the  St.  Croix  road  has  been  delayed  for  some 
years  past  in  consequence  of  the  breaking  out  of 
the  rebellion.  They  have  actually  invested  large 
means,  and  secured,  with  the  aid  they  hoped  to 
obtain  from  Congress,  sufficient  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road.  There  is  no  kite-flying  about 
it,  and  there  is  no  speculation  connected  with  it 
now. 

I  myself  would  have  appealed  to  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Howe]  to  withdraw  that 
portion  of  his  amendment  which  asks  for  the  ap- 
propriation of  these  alternate  sections  of  land  so 
far  as  respects  the  lower  part  of  the  road  embraced 
in  his  amendment,  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  placing  the  two  roads  that  are  now  to  assume 
a  rival  character  upon  an  even  footing  in  that  re- 
spect. But  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  states  that  there  is  an  uncertainty 
with  respect  to  the  quantity  of  aci-es  that  may  be 
appropriated  toward  the  St.  Croix  and  Lake  Su- 
perior road  under  the  amendment  now  proposed, 
and  there  seems  to  be  an  uncertainty  resting  in 
the  mind  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  in  relation 
to  several  important  matters  connected  with  this 
grant  which  he  would  desire  to  be  informed  upon. 
Now,  sir,  with  the  view  of  bringing  this  matter 
to  ^  close,  and  with  a  view  of  shortening  the  de- 
bate, and  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  facts  to 
the  entire  sati.sfaclion  of  Scniitors,  I  move  that  this 
bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Commitlee  on  Public 
Lands  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  amount 


of  land  that  will  be  granted  to  this  road  under  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin, and  whether  his  amendment  should  be  re- 
stricted to  the  St.  Croix  and  Lake  Superior  road, 
and  also  whether  the  road  is  in  the  hands  of  real 
bonafide  persons,  wlio  are  able  and  willing  to  ap- 
propriate the  money  for  the  purpose  of  the  imme- 
diate construction  and  completion  of  the  road.  I 
hope  it  will  take  that  course,  and  I  believe  it  will 
result  in  relieving  the  Senate  from  a  continuous 
and  more  or  less  unpleasant  debate. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  1  hope  not.  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  not  recommit  the  bill.  We  have  already 
exhausted  almost  everything  that  can  be  said 
about  it.  There  is  certainly  no  necessity  of  send- 
ing it  back  to  the  committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  put  the  question  on 
the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  and  declared  that 
it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOWE.     I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PIENDRICKS.     It  is  too  late. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  After  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  it  is  too  late. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  proposes  an  additional 
section.  It  is  therefore  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
and  not  to  the  amendment,  I  suppose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Perhaps  a  question  of 
order  will  not  be  raised  on  an  amendment  which 
I  suggest  to  that  amendment.  If  not,  I  propose 
to  strike  out  the  words,  "  Madison  or  Columbus 
by  the  way  of  Portage  City." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senatpr  from 
Wisconsin  can  accept  it. 

Mr.  HOWE.     I  accept  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  so  modifies  his  amendment. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  How  will  that  part  of  it 
read  then.' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  part  of  the 
amendment  will  be  read  as  it  has  been  modified. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 
That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  to  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin for  the  purpose  of  further  aiding  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  the  St.  Croix  river  or  lake,  between  town- 
ships twenty-five  and  thirty-one,  and  froiij  thence  to  the 
west  end  of  Lake  Superior,  &c. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  suggest  to  my  colleague 
to  say  "  from  Pludson  on  St.  Croix  lake."  The 
St.  Croix  river  runs  almost  up  to  Superior. 

Mr.  FIENDRICKS.  Thisis  the  description  that 
is  in  the  original  grant;  and  it  has  been  adjusted 
in  the  Land  Office  on  that  description. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Itwaspart  ofthedescnp- 
tion  in  ihe  original  grant;  but  tliat  description  be- 
gan down  at  Columbus,  and  went  up  to  the  St. 
Croix  river,  and  from  there,  if  it  should  say  in 
the  amendment,  "  the  point  on  St.  Croix  river 
where  thegrant  has  already  been  fixed,"  it  would 
do. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  have  no  objection  to 
putting  in  Hudson,  if  you  want  to  put  that  in. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Say  "Hudson  on  the  St. 
Croix  river." 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  will  ask  the  Senator 
if  that  is  the  point  fixed  in  the  adjustment  at  the 
General  Land  Office? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  HOWE.     Let  it  be  amended  in  that  way. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
will  be  so  modified. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Let  the  amendment  be  read 
as  it-  nov/  stands. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  he,  and  hereby  is, 
granted  to  tlie  Stale  of  Wisconsin,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  further 
aiding  in  tiio  construction  of  arailroad  from  Hudson,  on  the 
St.  Croix  river  or  lake,  between  townships  twenty-five  and 
thirty-one,  and  from  thence  to  the  west  end  of  Lake  Su- 
periorand  to  Bayfield,  a  quantity  of  land  in  addition  to  that 
granted  by  the  act  entitled  '-An  act  granting  public  lands 
to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads in  said  State,"  approved  June  3,  i85G,  so  as  to  make 
the  grant  to  said  rjiilroads  equal  per  mile  to  the  grant  herein 
provided  for  to  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi  Railroad 
Compajiy,  said  additional  quantity  to  be  selected  within  the 
same  limits  and  in  the  same  manner  as  herein  provided 
for  selecting  the  land  to  the  railroad  company  above  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the 
Senntorfrom  AVisconsin  that,  inasmuch  as  he  has 
inserted  the  name  of  the  town  of  Hudson,  the 
other  description  there  by  townships  and  ranges 
is  not  ncce.s.sary,  and  that  had  beticr  be  stricken 
out. 


Mr.  HOWE.  The  additional  words,"  between 
townshipstwenty-fivc  and  thirty-one, "are  notne- 
cessary,  and  might  just  as  well  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Sen- 
ators from  Wisconsin  whether,  if  they  now  have 
more  lands  granted  in  the  law  as  it  stands  than 
will  be  granted  by  this  bill  to  Minnesota,  they 
will  cede  back  the  excess  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment.' 

Mr.  HOWE.     What  is  that  > 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  grant  you  now  have 
under  the  laws  as  they  exist  is  larger  than  the  one 
to  Minnesota,  will  you  cede  back  to  the  United 
States  the  excess.' 

Mr.  HOWE.     Strictly  on  demand. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa  that  I  do  not  think  he  understands 
the  exact  equity  of  Wisconsin  in  this  matter.  The 
objection  he  now  suggests,  1  think,  is  not  well 
taken ,  because  the  Senate  has  agreed  to  an  amend- 
ment to  this  bill  to-day  which  allows  the  State  of 
Minnesota  to  go  outside  of  the  ten-mile  limit  and 
make  up  the  deficiency  of  whatever  portion  has 
been  disposed  of  by  the  Government  within  that 
limit,  so  that  the  probability  is  that  Minnesota 
will  get  the  entire  grant. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Togo  outside  of  the  ten  miles, 
but  within  a  limit  of  twenty  miles.  * 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  And  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  cannot  doubt  that  they  will  make  up  the  full 
amount  of  sections  as  if  the  Government  had  not 
disposed  of  a  single  section  between  St.  Paul  and 
Lake  Superior.  That  will  make  the  grant  com- 
plete. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  do  doubt  about  that  fact. 
I  do  not  think  they  will  get  the  full  grant. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  da  not  doubt  that  they 
will  get  the  whole  grant. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Not  one  half,  I  think.  A 
great  deal  of  the  land  between  Superior  "and  St. 
Paul  has  been  settled  and  entered. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
the  amendrnent  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
[Mr.  PIowe]  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee, 
as  modified. 

The  question  being  taken,  on  a  division  the 
ayes  were  H,  and  the  noes  18;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  17,  nays  19;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Clark,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,Fessen- 
den,  Foot,  Foster,  Harris,  Hendricks,  Howe,  Morgan,  Pom- 
eroy, Powell,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,Willey,  and  Wright — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Buckalcw,  Carlile, 
Chandler,  Conncss,  Harding,  Harlan,  Howard,  Johnson, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Ncsmith,  Ramsey,  Rid- 
dle, Sumner,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  and  Wilkinson — 19. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee  as 
amended. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BILLS    INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained, leave  to  introduce  the  following 
bills;  which  were  severally  read  twice  by  their 
titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  160)  to  grant  aid  for  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  railroads  in  Wisconsin — to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  (S.  No.  161)  to  extend  the  northern  branch 
of  the  Pacific  railroad  from  Sioux  Ciiy  to  Supe- 
rior— to  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  had  passed  the  following  bills;  in  which 
it  requested  the  concun-c'iice  of  the  Senate: 

A  bill  (No.  187)  to  i-rgulatc  the  dismission  of  of- 
ficers in  the  military  and  naval  service; 

A  bill  (No.  196)  to  aid  in  the  protection  of  emi- 
grants to  the  Territories; 

A  bill  (No.  251)  to  organize  a  regiment  of  vet- 
eran volunteer  engineers; 

A  bill  (No.  ;}08)  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Mili- 
tni'y  .Tnslico; 

A  bill  (No.  312)  to  increase  the  pension  of  the 
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revolutionary  pensioners  now  on  the  rolls  of  the 
Pension  Office;  and 

A  bill  (No.  319)  for  tlie  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Betsey  Nash. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  the  bill  of  tlie  Senate  (No.  1)  granting 
a  pension  to  John  L.  Burns,  of  Gettysburg,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  the 
followingenrolled  bills;  and  they  were  tliereupon 
signed  by  the  Vire  President: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  30)  to  establish  a  uniform  syS'' 
tern  of  ambulances  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
States; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  69)  to  constitute  Parkersburg, 
in  the  State  of  West  Virginia,  a  port  of  delivery; 
and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  296)  for  the  benefit  of  John 
Dickson,  of  Illinois. 

TUANKS  TO  GENER.\L  THOMAS. 

The  message  furtherannounced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  Senate  (No.  11)  of  thanks  to  Major  Gen- 
eral George  H.  Thomas,  and  the  officers  and  men 
who  fouglitf  under  his  command  at  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  with  amendments;  in  which  it  re- 
quested the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  joint 
resolution  (S.  No.  11)  of  thanks  to  iVIajor  Gen- 
eral George  H.  Thomas, and  the  officers  and  men 
who  fought  under  his  command  at  the  bailie  of 
Chickamauga;  and  it  was 

Ordcreil,  Tli;it  the  amendrnpnts  to  the  snid  bill  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

HOUSE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  severally  read  twice  by  their  titles, 
and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  (No.  187)  to  regulate  the  dismission  of 
officers  in  the  military  and  naval  service — to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

A  bill  (No.  196)  to  aid  in  the  protection  of  emi- 
grants to  the  Territories — to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

A  bill  (No.  251)  to  oi'ganizea  regiment  of  vet- 
eran volunteer  engineers — to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

A  bill  (No.  308)  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Mil- 
itary Justice — to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
faii's  and  the  Militia. 

A  bill  (No.  312)  to  increase  the  pension  of  the 
revolutionary  pensioners  now  on  the  rolls  of  the 
Pension  Office — to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

A  bill  (No.  319)  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Betsey  Nasli — to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  10,  18G4. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 

by  Rev.  Mr.  CuTLEU,of  New  York. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

COMPENSATION  OF  UNITED  STATES  MARSHAL. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  West  Virginia,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  a  bill  regulating  the  compen- 
sation of  the  marshal  of  the  court  of  the  western 
district  of  Virginia;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
Mr.  ARNOLD,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced II  bill  makingappropriations  for  the  repair, 
prcservniion,  and  completion  of  certain  public 
works  heretofore  commenced  under  the  authority 
of  law;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  (Committee  on  Commerce. 

WAOON  ROADS  IN  WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.COLE,ofWasliingtonTerrilory,l)y  unan- 
imous con.sent,  presented  a  memoiial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  Washington  Territory,  asking 
an  a|)pro()riation  for  a  military  road  from  tlie  head 
of  navigation  on  the  Willofa  river  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Black  river;  and  also  n  memorial  of  the 
Legi.-jlulive  Assembly  of  Wa.shingion  Territory, 


asking  a  grant  of  lands  for  the  construction  of  a 
wagon  road  from  Seattle,  via  Snoqualmie  ]iass, 
to  Walla-Walla;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

LAKE  SUPERIOR  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  JULIAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  back  several  bills  granting  lands 
to  aid  in  the  Lake  Superior  railroad,  and  provid- 
ing for  the  use  of  the  same  by  the  United  States 
free  of  charge;  and  moved  that  they  be  referred  to 
the  select  committee  on  the  Pacific  railroad. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 
Mr.PEREA,  by  unanimous  consent,  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Asseinbly  of  New 
Mexico  concerning  the  Pacific  rail  road;  which  was 
referi'ed  to  the  select  committee  on  the  subject. 

ROBERT  WINSLOW. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN,  by  unanimous  consent, 
rrioved  that  the  papers  in  tiie  case  of  Robert  Wins- 
low  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  House  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXAMINATION  OF  CLERKS. 
Mr.  BOUT  WELL,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  provide  for  the  exaininaiion  of 
clerks  in  the  several  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
iTient;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  WILSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  repeal  an  act  approved  February  24, 
1855,  and  an  act  approved  March  3,  1863;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,.and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

MRS.  ELIZA  S.  TOWNSEND. 
Mr.  ALLISON,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Eliza  S.  Town- 
send;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

HENRY  STANDEN. 
Mr.  FARNSWORTH,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Standen; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  tiine,  and  le- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

CLAIMS  OF  INDIANA  AND  OHIO  CITIZENS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLM  AN,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar  was  dis- 
charged from  the  fnrlherconsideration  of  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  295)  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of  In- 
diana and  Ohio;  and  the  same  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded,  as  the  next  busi- 
ness in  order,  to  call  the  committees  for  reports. 

COMMITTEE  ON  NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  The  Speaker  has  called 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  1  desire,  as  that 
committee  is  absent  on  official  business,  to  ask 
that  on  their  return  next  week  they  may  have 
their  two  mornings  for  making  their  reports. 

Leave  was  granted. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  LAW,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the 
pension  of  revolutionary  soldiers  now  on  the  roll 
of  the  Pension  Office,  and  demanded  the  previous 
question. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time.- 

The  bill  directs  that  there  shall  bcjiaid,  out  of 
any  money  iti  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, <jilOO  to  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  Rev- 
olution now  on  the  pension  roll  during  their  lives 
in  addition  to  the  pension  to  which  they  are  now 
entitled  under  former  acts  of  Congress,  the  said 
payment  to  date  from  and  commence  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1864. 

Mr.  IIOLMAN.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  my  colliagne  to  the  fact  that  the  bill,  as  read, 
only  appropriates  the  sum  of  |100  to  each,  and 
not  annually. 

Mr.  LAW.  I  willmodify  the  bill  by  inserting 
the  words  "  per  annum." 

Mr.  MALLORY.  1  desire  to  express  the  hope 
that  the  bill  will  be  passed  unanimously,  and  that 
it  be  so  enlercd  upon  tin;  Journal. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  be  so  entered,  if  the 
bill  docs  pa.ss  uintnimously. 


Mr.  FARNSWORTH.     How  many  of  these 

pensioners  are  there? 

■Mr.  LAW.  Thcie  arcbut  twelve  of  them, and 
I  do  not  suppose  the  pensions  will  be  paid  longer 
than  three  years,  as  the  youngest  pensioner  is 
ninety-three  years  of  age,  and  the  oldest  one  hun- 
dred and  five. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  would  like  to  know  whether 
these  additiojial  pensions  are  to  be  continued  to 
their  widows.' 

Mr.  LAW.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Because  they  might  all  inarry. 
[Laughter.] 

Mi\  MALLORY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  will  not  object  for  that  reason. 

Mr. 'STEVENS.  I  suggest  the  insertion  of  the 
woids  "  to  cease  at  their  death." 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  will  make  no  such  modification,  but  will 
let  the  widows  have  the  pensions. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Well,  to  do  away  with  all 
difficulty,!  move  to  amend  by  inserting  the  words, 
"  to  cease  at  their  death." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  says,  "  to  continue 
during  their  lives. " 

Mr.  STEVENS.  That  is  the  language  of  all 
bills  granting  pensions,  but  the  law  provides  that 
where  a  pension  is  given  during  the.  natural  life 
of  a  person,  it  survives  to  the  widow.  1  insist 
upon  my  amendment. 

Mr.  LAW.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  whether 
he  contemplates  marrying  at  this  period  of  life.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  am  not  quite  sure  what  I 
shall  do,  v.'hen  I  see  what  is  done  around  me. 
[Laughter.] 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put;  and  under  the 
operation  thereof,  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Stisvens  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time;  and  being  engrossed  ,il  was  accordingly 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  unaniinously. 

Mr.  LAW  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SOLDIERS  OF  THE  VTAR  OF  1812. 

Mr.  SPALDING,  fi-o IT)  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  reported  back  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  266)  granting  pensions  to  the  surviving  sol- 
diers of  the  war  of  1812;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PENSION  ACT. 

Mr.  WHALEY,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  grant  pensions,"  ap- 
proved July  14,  1862;  which  was  read  afirstand 
second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time. 

HARRIET  AND  EMILY  W.   MORRIS. 

Mr.  WHALEY,  fiom  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Harriet  and  Emily  W.  Morris,  unmarried  sisters 
of  the  latu  Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  refened  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

JOHN  L.   BURNS. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Massachusetts,  from 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a 
bill  (S.  No.  1)  granting  a  pension  to  John  L. 
Burns,  of  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
place  the  name  of  John  L.  Burns,  of  Gettysburg, 
upon  the  pension  roll  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  for  patriotic  services  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  where  he  was  wounded  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1863,  at  which  time  said  pension  shall  com- 
mence. 

Thebill  wag  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time;  and 
it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  [lassed. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Massachusetts,  moved 
to  reconsiderthe  vote  by  which  the  bill  was|iassed; 
and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  BETSEY  NASH. 
Mr.  PERILVM,  fiom  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid I'ensions,  reported  u  bill  for  tlie  relief  yf  the 
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reprpsentativesof  Bfitsey  Nash;  wliich  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  exli-nds  the  provisions  of  the  act  ap- 
proved March  3, 1857, forthcndiefofBetsey  Nash 
to  her  legal  representatives,  and  directs  the  money- 
appropriated  by  said  act  to  be  paid  to  thenn,  pro- 
vided that  the  amount  paid  shall  not  exceed  the 
amount  due  to  the  said  Betsey  Nash  at  the  time  of 
her  death. 

Tiie  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PERHAM  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
i)y  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BRIDGES  OVER  TIIE  OHIO  RIVER. 

Mr.  ARNOLD,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act  approved  July  14,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Before  the  bill  receives  its 
second  reading  I  ask  that  it  be  read. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  the  act  ap- 
proved July  14,  1862,  to  establish  certain  post 
roads,  shall  be  so  amended  as  ,to  authorize  the 
Louisville  and  Nasliville  Railroad  Company  and 
the  Jeffersonville  and  Indianapolis  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  construct  a  railroad  bridge  over  the  Ohio 
river  at  the  falls  of  tlie  Ohio,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  act;  provitled,  however,  that 
the  said  bridge  may  be  constructed  at  a  height  not 
less  than  ten  feet  above  high-water  mark,  and  with 
three  draws  sufficient  to  pass  the  largest  boats 
navigating  the  Ohio  river,  one  over  the  Indiatia 
chute,  one  over  the  middle  chute,  and  one  over 
the  canal;  and  provided  also  that  the  spans  of 
said  bridge  shall  not  be  less  than  two  hundred  and 
sixty  feet,  nor  more  than  three  hundred. 

The  second  section  further  provides  that  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act  shall  apply  to  the  Mays- 
villeand  BigSandyand  Lexington  and  Big  Sandy 
Railroad  Companies  so  far  as  practicable,  and 
shall  authorize  the  said  companies,  or  either  of 
them,  to  construct  a  bridge  or  bridges  across  the 
said  river. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  This  is,  in  my  judgment,  a 
very  important  and  a  very  dangerous  bill.  I  should 
like  to  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  in  order  on  the 
first  reading  of  the  bill.  The  bill  has  been  read 
a  first  time,  and  if  opposition  is  made  to  the  bill, 
the  question  is,  "Shall  the  bill  be  rejected.'" 
Upon  that  question  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  AR.NOLD.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mallory.] 
.  Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  wish 
the  summary  disposition  to  be  made  of  this'  bill 
which  is  indicated  by  my  friend  from  Penr)syl- 
vania,  [Mr.  Stevens.]  I  will  state  to  the  House 
that  this  is  simply,  in  my  estimation,  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  people  of  Indiana  and  Kentucky.  It 
will  be  observed  that  this  is  an  act  supplemental 
to  an  act  passed  last  Congress  conferring  upon 
certain  railroads  upon  the  upper  Ohio  river  the 
right  to  construct  bridges  across  the  river.  That 
right  has  been  exercised,  and  those  bridges  are 
now  in  process  of  construction.  All  that  is  pro- 
posed by  this  amendment  of  the  act  is  that  these 
two  companies,  the  JefTersonville  and  Indianapo- 
lis Railroad  Com|iany,  and  the  Louisville  and 
Nashville  Railroad  C()tn|iany,  and  the  Lexington 
and  Maysville  Company  shall  have  the  same 
power  to  construct  a  bridge  at  the  points  indi- 
ca.tcd  that  other  corporations  have  under  the  bill 
to  which  this  is  amendatory. 

Now,  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
and  the  House  whether  there  is  anything  unfair 
to  give  to  the  people  of  one  section  of  the  West 
the  same  riglits  as  by  previous  legislation  have 
been  conferred  upon  the  people  of  other  sections 
of  the  West.  1  will  state  to  the  House  that  I 
have  made  exception  to  the  provisions  of  that 
general  law  in  the  bill  which  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  reported  this 
morning,  for  a  reason  which  will  be  obvious  to 
the  House  when  I  mention  it.  At  the  falls  of 
the  Ohio  the  country  on  each  side  of  the  river  is 
so  level  and  so  low  for  milen,  extending  into 
Indiaiui  and  Kentucky,  (hut  it  i.-;  impo:Jsible  to 


construct  a  bridge  of  the  same  height  above 
liigh-watcr  mark  required  by  the  provisions  of 
the  general  law.  It  is  impossible,  at  Louisvillt?, 
to  construct  a  bridge  for  railroad  purposes  at  an 
elevation  of  more  than  ten  feet  above  high-water 
mark.  Therefore  this  bill  provides  thatthe  bridge 
shall  be  constructed  at  that  height  above  high- 
water  mark;  but  it  provides  at  the  same  time  that 
the  bridge  shall  be  located  immediately  above  the 
falls  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  that  there  shall  be  in 
the  bridge  threedraws,  one  over  the  Indiana  chute, 
one  over  the  middle  chute,  and  one  over  the  canal. 
There  are  but  two  chutes  through  which  boats  can 
pass  the  falls  of  the  Ohio.  These  are  the  chutes 
at  the  heads  of  which  it  is  provided  by  this  bill  that 
draws  shall  be  constructed  in  the  bridge. 

This  is  a  bill  of  a  local  character.  It  appro- 
priates no  money.  It  calls  on  Congress  to  do 
nothing  except  to  give  to  the  people  of  Kentucky 
and  Indiana  the  same  privileges  that  have  been 
extended  to  the  people  of  the  upper  Ohio  river  at 
various  points.  It  is  obviously  so  just  that  I 
hope  the  House  will  at  once  pass  the  bill.  There 
can  be  no  reason  urged  against  its  passage.  The 
bridge  cannot  interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
river.  This  bridge  is  to  be  constructed  at  a  point 
where  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  is  now 
obstructed  by  nature,  where  we  have  constructed 
a  canal  at  immense  cost  around  the  falls,  and  we 
are  now  enlarging  the  canal  by  authority  given 
by  Congress,  at  my  instance,  so  as  to  allow  the 
Itassage  of  the  largest  boats  that  navigate  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.  The  obstruction  at 
the  falls  is  not  increased  at  all  by  this  bridge. 
With  the  dravifs  provided  for,  navigation  can  at 
all  times  proccelt  over  and  around  the  falls,  with 
the  same  facility  as  if  the  bridge  were  not  con-w 
structed. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  MALLORY.     Certainly. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Can  I  move  to  refer  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.'  It  is  not  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill, 
but  I  have  not  seen  it. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  will  state  to  my  friend,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  WaysandMeans, 
that  this  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  merely 
the  repetition  of  a  bill  which  passed  this  House 
at  the  last  session  without  any  opposition  at  all. 
It  was  passed,  however,  at  so  late  a  date  that  it 
could  not  pass  the  Senate,  and  for  that  reason  it 
failed  to  become  a  law. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  is  now  early  in  the  ses- 
sion, and  there  can  be  no  objection  to  having  the 
bill  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  I  know  very  well  that 
the  Central  railroad  of  Pennsylvania  desires  its 
passage,  but,  while  I  am  not  opposed  to  it,  I  de- 
sire to  look  into  it.  This  bridging  of  a  navigable 
stream  is  a  serious  matter,  and  should  be  well 
guarded.  I  do  not  see  anything  wrong  in  it,  but 
1   would  greatly  prefer  to  act  after  I  have  seen  it. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  that  if  agreeable  to  the  House,  the  bill 
be  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted  to  the 
committee,  with  leave  to  report  at  any  time. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
agree  to  that. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Then  I  ask  that  the  bill  be 
printed  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  with  leave  to  report  at  any 
time. 

The  bill  being  read  a  first  and  second  time,  was 
recommitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin,  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  and  asked  that  it  be  ordered  to 
be  piinted. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TIIE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney, 
its  Secretary,  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles;  in  which  he 
was  directed  toa.sk  the  concurrence  of  the  House: 

An  act  (No.  158)  in  addition  to  an  act  to  amend 
the  laws  relating  to  th<>  Post  Otiice  Department, 
appi^ved  March  3,  18G3; 

Jouit  resolution  (No.  31)  authorizing  the  issue 
of  a  register  to  the  steamer  Mohawk;  and 

An  act  (No.  53)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  P.  Blan- 
cliard. 


SHIP  CANAL  TO  TIIE  LAKES. 

Mr.  ARNOLD,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  back  to  the  House,  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
91)  to  construct  a  ship  canal  for  the  passage  of 
armed  and  naval  vessels  froln  the  Mississippi  river 
to  Lake  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  COX.     I  object  to  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER'.  The  question  is  on  the  en- 
grossment and  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  in  full, 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  !  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  fifth  section  of  this  bill  and  the  last  clause 
of  the  fourth  section  seem  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion. The  last  clause  of  the  fourth  section  is  in 
reference  to  the  mode  of  condemning  the  private 
property  which  may  be  required  for  this  canal, 
which  is  to  be  paid  for  in  accordance  with  the  laws 
of  Illinois.  That  is  in  itself  an  appropriation  of 
money.  The  fifth  section,  also,  I  understand  to 
make  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  The  point  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  makes,  was  m'ade  at  the  last 
session  to  lhis»bill  and  overruled^  There  is  no 
appropriation  of  money  in  the  bill.  It  provides 
that  the  payments  of  money  to  be  made  shall  be 
from  money  hereafter  to  be  appropriated.  Bills 
of  this  character,  so  far  as  the  point  of  the  gentle- 
man is  concerned,  have  been  presented  over  and 
over  again  in  Congress,  and  the  decision  has  al- 
Vv'ays  been  that  they  do  not  make  an  appropria- 
tion in  the  sense  that-brings  them  under  the  rule 
requiring  them  to  have  their  first  consideration  in 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  have  the  de- 
cision of  the  Speaker  in  the  kist  Congress,  affirmed 
by  a  vote  of  the  House,  read. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"  Mr.  Omn,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
wliom  tlie  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  (H.R.  No.  714) 
to  construct  a  ship  sanalfortlie  passage  of  armed  and  naval 
vessels  I'rom  tlie  Mississippi  river  to  Lake  Michigan,  and 
for  ihe  enlargement  of  the  locks  of  the  Erie  canal  and  the 
Oswego  canal  of  New  York,  to  adapt  tliern  to  the  defense  of 
the  northern  lakes  ;  which  was  road  a  fir.it  and  second  time. 

"  It  having  been  proposed  to  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill, 

"Mr.  HoLMAN  made  the  point  of  order  that  inasmuch  as 
the  filth  section  provided  (or  the  payment  of  certain  money 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  tjtates,  and  also  makes  ati 
appropriation  of  the  same,  whereby  it  may  be  taken  out  of 
the  Treasury,  the  bill  must  receive  its  first  consideration 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

"The  Speaker  sustained  the  said  point  of  order. 

"  From  this  decision  ^r.  Washburne  appealed. 

"  Pending  wiiich, 

"  Mr.  HoLMAN  moved  that  the  appeal  be  laid  on  the  table. 

"And  tlie  question  being  put, 

"  It  was  decided  in  the  attirmative — yeas  93,  nays  37. 

"  So  the  appeal  was  laid  on  the  table." 

The  SPEAKER'.  The  decision  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  in  the  last  Congress,  affirmed  by  a 
very  large  majority  of  the  House,  was  based  upon 
a  section  of  the  bill  which  provided  for  putting 
certain  money  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  also  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
same  money,  without  a  reappropriation  by  Con- 
gress, therefore  bringing  it  witiiin  the  rule  re- 
quiring it  to  have  its  first  consideration  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  fifth  section  of  this  bill  reads  as  follows: 
That  the  revenues  derived  from  the  said  canal  and  river, 
over  and  above  the  expenses  of  management,  and  of  re|)air.4 
and  expenditures  thereon,  shall  be  paid  into  theTreasiiry  of 
the  United  States,  and  a  separate  account  shall  be  kept  of 
such  receipts,  and  the  same  shall  be  appropriated  as  follows: 
fir>t,  to  Ihe  payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  ejtpeiided 
by  the  United  States  upon  the  said  work,  &c. 

The  Chair  is  unable  to  see  any  difference  be- 
tween this  section,  so  far  as  the  question  of  order 
is  concerned,  and  the  section  referred  to  in  the  bill 
of  the  last  session, which  the  then  Speaker  decided 
must  have  its  first  consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  If  the  gentleman  can  point  out  any  dis- 
tinction the  Chair  would  be  happy  to  hear  him. 
TheChair,asat  present  ad  vised,  sustains  the  ques- 
tion of  order.  • 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  The  provision  to  which  ref- 
erence has  been  had  was  embodied  in  the  bill  by 
inadvertence  in  the  preparation  of  the  bill,  and  I 
would  ask  whether  it  is  in  order  for  me  to  with- 
draw it. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  obj.'ct;  and  I  submit  the 
pri^nt  that  it  must  go  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chairsustains  the  point 
of  order.  The  bill  has  already  (no  appeal  having 
been  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair)  gone 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whide  on  the  state  of 
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the  Union.  The  Chair  will,  however,  state  to  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  that  liis  committee  have 
two  mornings  under  the  rule  in  which  they  may 
present  ihcir  reports,  and  that  it  v/ill  be  in  order 
for  the  committee  to  report  a  new  bill  so  modified 
as  they  may  desiio.      « 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  wish  to  give  notice  that 
if  any  new  bill  upon  this  subject  is  reported  in 
such  shape  as  to  avoid  the  question  of  order,  I 
will  move  to  refer  that  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  wish  to  know  if  it  is  not  in 
order  to  withdraw  one  section  of  a  bill.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  has  gone  to  the 
Commilleeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  there  is  nothing  before  the  House. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Cannot  the  gentleman  with- 
draw the  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  He  cannot,  for  the  reason 
that  the  bill  is  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  cannot  be  brought  before 
the  House  at  this  time,  except  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  DAWEJ^.  I  understood  tlie  point  of  or- 
der to  have  been  made  upon  the  presentation  of 
the  report.  If  that  be  the  fact,  and  the  point  of 
order  be  sustained,  the  gentleman  has  the  right 
to  withdraw  his  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
The  bill  was  received  by  the  House,  and  the 
question  stated  upon  its  engrossment  and  third 
reading.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  then  raised 
the  question  of  order  that  the  bill,  making  an  ap- 
propriation, must  have  its  first  consideration  in 
Committee  of  the  Wliole.  No  point  was  made 
upon  the  reception  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  wish  to  ask  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  did  not  have  the  floor  upon  the 
bill,  and  whether  it  could  be  taken  from  him  by 
another  member.' 

The  SPEAKER.  He  did  have  the  floor;  but 
any  member  rising  to  a  question  of  order  eould 
take  the  floor  from  him  temporarily.  The  Chair 
repeats  that  the  bill  is  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  that  there  is  noth- 
ing before  the  House. 

Mr.FARNSWORTPI.  Cannot  the  House  di- 
rect this  bill  to  be  made  a  special  order  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
on  Monday,  and  by  unanimous  consent  to-day. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  suggest  to  my  col- 
league to  make  that  request.  '* 

Mr.  APcNOLD.  1  propose  to  report  the  bill 
with  that  section  stricken  out. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman propose  to  report  the  bill  now,  or  at  some 
future  time?  If  he  reports  it  now  I  rise  to  another 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  gentleman  has  not  had 
the  consent  of  the  committee  to  do  that.  He  must 
convene  his  committee  before  he  can  report  a  dif- 
ferent bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  report 
three  or  four  bills  on  any  subject  referred  to  the 
committee. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  there  now. 

Mr.  COX.     The  second  bill.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  has  not  been  reported  at 
the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  FIOLMAN.  How  long  will  the  House 
have  to  wait .' 

The  SPEAKER.  Until  the  morning  hour  ex- 
pires. 

Mr.  BPiOWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  first  ascer- 
tain what  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ar- 
nold] desires,  and  then  he  will  hear  the  point  of 
ordir. 

"Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  the  bill  without  the  section 
objected  to. 

'Mr.  STEVENS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  whether  he  has  had  the  consi'iit  of  the 
committee  since  he  has  stricken  out  that  section? 

Mr.  NORTON.     I  rise  to  a  point  of  order — •- 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  am  upon  the  floor  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order. 

Mr.  NORTON.  If  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
had  not  the  authority  to  report  the  bill  lie  would 
not  do  so. 


Mr.  STEVENS.     Doeshcsayso? 

The  SPEAKER.  When  the  gentleman  reports 
the  bill  the  Chair  assumes  that  he  has  the  right 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  In  the  absence  of  objection 
from  the  committee,  I  consider  that  I  have  the 
right  to  report  it. 

iMr.  STEVENS.  I  make  the  point  of  order 
that  unless  the  gentleman  says  he  has  the  consent 
of  the  committee.he  cannot  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Gentlemen  cannot  state  what 
transpired  in  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chairsustains  the  point 
of  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  It 
is  not  in  order  to  refer  in  the  House  to  the  delib- 
erations of  a  committee. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  made  no  such  request.  I 
ask  the  gentleman  whether  he  had  authority  from 
the  committee  to  report  this  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  reported  the 
bill  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
and  the  Chair  takes  it  for  granted  that  he  has 
authority. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Against  the  proof!  This 
question  has  been  decided  twenty  times  to  my 
knowledge. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  now  made  for  the  twen- 
ty-first time. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  And  for  the  first  time  over- 
ruled. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois chooses  to  do  so  he  can  answer  the  interroga- 
tory of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  call  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  order,  as  there  is  no  proposi- 
tion before  the  House  to  which  his  point  is  perti- 
jjent. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  the  right 
to  make  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  NORTON.  The  gentleman  has  no  right 
to  debate. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  ask  the  simple  question 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  has  the  au- 
thority of  the  committee  to  report  this  bill? 

Mr.  DAWES.  Who  authorized  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  to  interrogate  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals? 

Mr.  STEVENS.     The  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DAWES.     Have  the  rule  read. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  question  is  one  of  fact 
which  I  think  the  House  has  a  right  to  know. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  a  matter  for  the  gen- 
tleman froin  Illinois. 

Mr.  WADSWORTH.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  states  that 
in  the  absence  of  objection  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  he  assumes  he  has  their 
authority.  My  point  of  order  is  that  that  dis- 
closes the  fact  that  he  has  not  authority. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  No  member  has  the 
right  to  catechise  my  colleague.  When  he  makes 
a  report  from  the  eommittee  there  is  an  end  of  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  lead  to  inextrica- 
ble confusion  to  permit  members  to  interrogate 
in  reference  to  what  occurred  in  a  committee. 
The  gentleman  takes  the  responsibility  of  report- 
ing the  bill. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  think,  if  I  were  permitted, 
I  could  cite  many  instances  in  which  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has 
reported  bills  from  that  committee  without  con- 
sulting with  the  committee;  and  I  need  buta)ipeal 
to  the  members  of  that  committee  for  the  truth  of 
my  assertion. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  never  reported  such  a  bill 
in  my  life. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of 
the  House  by  discussing  this  matter.  I  was  about 
to  say  I  have  no  disposition  to  press  the  bill  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  House  now. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in  order 
upon  the  first  reading  of  the  bill.  The  bill  will 
be  read  the  first  time,  and  then,  if  opposition  is 
continued,  the  question  will  be  i)ut  to  the  House, 
"Shall  the  bill  be  rejected?" 

Mr.  STEVENS. '  I  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair.  I  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  to  say  that  ill  the  absence  of  any  objection 
by  the  conuniltee,  h(>  considered  himself  author- 
ized to  rcpoit  the  bill.  I  understood  the  Chair  to 
consider  that  to  be  the  response  of  the  gentleman. 
If  so,  I  must  appeal. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  the  de- 
cision from  which  the  gentleman  appeals.  The 
gentleman  from  Illinois  rises  in  his  place  and 
states  that  he  is  authorized  by  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  to  report  a  bill;  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  interrogates  him  as  to  whether 
he  is  or  is  not  authorized.  The  gentleman  from 
Illinois  still  states  in  response  to  a  question  by  the 
Chair  that  he  feels  himself  authorized  by  the  com- 
mittee to  report  the  bill.  The  Chair  thinks  the 
gentleman  has  a  right  to  report  the  bill.  From 
that  decision  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
appeals. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Perhaps  the  Chair  and  my- 
self did  not  understand  the  gentleman  alike.  His 
answer  was  that  in  the  absence  of  any  objection 
from  the  committee  he  felt  himself  authorized. 

The  SPEAKER.  But  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois still  insists  that  he  feels  himself  authorized 
to  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  lay  the  appeal 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  the  statement  of  focts  made 
by  the  Speaker  is  correct,  I  withdraw  my  appeal. 
But  I  do  not  understand  the  facts  as  the  Speaker 
does. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  can  remove  all  this  difiiculty. 
I  am  authorized  by  a  meeting  of  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  to  make  that  report.  They 
authorize  me  to  report  the  bill  and  recommend  its 
passage. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  will  be  read  a  first 
time. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time  by  its  title,  as  fol- 
lows: A  bill  to  construct  a  ship  canal  for  the  pas- 
sage of  armed  and  naval  vessels  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extenso. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  this  bill 
being  read  a  second  time? 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  This  bill  has  already  been 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  so  un- 
derstand it.  This  is  a  new  bill  just  reported  by 
the  gentleman.  He  could  report  it  in  no  other 
way.  The  previous  bill  which  vi'as  introduced  into 
the  House  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  object  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  question  is  debatable. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  do  not  propose  at  the  pres- 
ent time  to  ask  the  House  to  consider  this  bill 
with  a  view  to  put  it  upon  its  passage.  I  desire 
and  shall  move  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  a  day  certain,  in  order  that  a  bill  of  this^ 
magnitude,  involving  interests  so  large  as  this, 
may  receive  the  full  and  fair  consideration  of  this 
House.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  bill  of  this  magni- 
tude and  importance  to  the  whole  country,  not 
to  the  West  alone,  but  to  the  East,  and  to  every 
section  of  the  country,  is  entitled  to  receive  at  the 
hands  of  the  House  a  fair  consideration. 

The  bill  which  is  now  before  the  House  is  sub- 
stantially the  same  bill  reported  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress.  It  was  carefully  considered  by  the 
Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  and  it  received  the  fa- 
vorable report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. It  lias  received  the  favorable  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  it  has  again 
and  again  been  recommended  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  Congress  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TUE  PRESIDENT. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  by  Mr.  Nicolay,  his  Private  Secretary, 
informed  the  House  that  the  President  did,  on 
the  8th  instant,  approve  and  sign  an  act  (II.  R. 
No.  42)  to  enable  guardians  and  committees  of 
lunatics  appointed  within  the  several  States  to  act 
within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

SHIP  CANAL  TO  THE  LAKES AtJAIN. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
in  his  report  made  to  this  House,  stales  the  im- 
portant fact  that  we  have  to-day  on  the  Missis- 
sijijii  and  its  braiicho."?  more  than  one  hundred 
vessels  of  war.  We  have  a  larger  naval  force  on 
those  waters  than  the  entire  Navy  of  the  United 
States  at  the  lime  of  llie  breaking  out  of  this  re- 
bellion. 
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The  importance  of  malting  a  means  of  commu- 
nication between  the  Mississippi  and  the  lakes,  by 
which  that  Navy  may  be  made  available,  if  neces- 
sity slioiiid  require  it,  upon  the  lakes,  and  render- 
ing unnecessary  tlie  expenditure  of  $100,000,000 
to  fit  out  a  navy  upon  the  lakes,  is  a  most  im- 
portant consideration  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill. 

It  was  objected,  when  this  bill  was  under  con- 
sideration before,  that  it  is  no  time,  in  the  midst  of 
this  war,  to  make  so  large  an  expenditure  as  will 
be  required  to  complete  this  canal,  and  I  doubt  not 
that  tnat  consideration,  connected  with  the  con- 
dition of  the  Treasury  and  connected  with  the 
condition  of  the  country,  was  the  reason  why  this 
measure  did  not  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Thirty- 
Seventh  Congress. 

To  obviate  that  objection  the  bill  now  before 
the  House  has  been  amended  to  meet  the  two 
principal  objections.  One  was  that  it  was  stated 
that  although  this  canal  had  been  surveyed  by 
the  best  and  most  distinguished  engineers  of  the 
country,  yet  that  it  would  cost  more  than  the  es- 
timate which  they  had  made.  To  obviate  that 
objection  a  provision  has  been  embodied  in  this 
bill  that  if  the  work  shall,  in  point  of  fact,  cost 
more  than  the  estimate,  the  State  of  Illinois  shall 
supply  the  deficiency,  and  that  no  bonds  shall  be 
issued  for  the  purpose  of  the  construction  of  this 
work  until  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  have  under- 
taken,in  theevent  of  its  costing  more,  to  pay  the 
deficiency. 

There  is  another  provision  in  this  bill  of  the  great- 
est importance,  one  which,  it  seems  to  me,  re- 
lieves it  of  the  main  objection  which  has  been 
urged  to  its  passage,  and  it  will  be  found  in  the 
last  section  of  the  bill.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read 
the  last  section  of  the  bill;  and  I  ask  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  its  phraseology. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  10.  ^rtrf  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  bonds  liere- 
inbolbre  mentioned  tor  the  enlargement  of  tlie  Illinois  and 
Michigan  canal,  and  improvement  of  the  Des  Plaines  and 
Illinois  rivor,  shall  be  delivered  upon  the  condition  that  the 
State  of  Illinois  shall  pay  the  excess,  if  any,  which  said  im- 
provnmenls  may  cost  over  and  above  the  sum  of  $13,346,824. 
Said  bonds  shall  be  issued  and  delivered  only  so  fast  as  the 
annual  int«restsliall  he  paid  by  the  receipts  from  said  canal. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  latter  clause  of  the  section,  which 
provides  that  the  bonds  shall  be  issued  and  de- 
livered only  so  fast  as  the  annual  interest  shall 
be  paid  by  the  receipts  from  said  canal,  so  that 
in  point  of  fact  nothing  is  to  be  taken  from  the 
Treasury  for  the  purpose  of  the  construction  of 
this  great  work.  The  Government  merely  loans 
its  credit  for  the  purpose  of  opening  this  great 
communication  between  the  East  and  the  West. 

The  inquiry  may  be  made  here,  how  is  it  pos- 
sible that  this  can  be  done.'  I  will  explain  it  in 
one  word.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  this  canal  will  pay  the  cost  of  the  en- 
largement, and  that  there  will  be  no  delay  or  em- 
barrassment from  embodying  that  provision  in 
the  bill.  The  revenues  derived  from  the  canal  in 
its  present  position  are  }p250,000  per  annum. 
Those  revenues  are  derived  mainly  from  the  local 
trade  and  traffic  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  condition  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Illinois  and  Des  Plaines  rivers,  the  great  burden 
of  the  Mississippi  trade  comes  across  by  the 
canal,  excepting  for  a  short  period  of  the  year. 

The  estimate  of  the  engineers  is  that  to  improve 
the  Illinois  river  to  within  thirty-five  miles  of 
Lake  Michigan,  so  that  you  will  have  the  means 
of  running  the  largest  steamboats  to  within  thirty- 
five  miles  of  Lake  Michigan,  will  cost  only 
$1,G00,000.  You  will  bring  the  Mississippi  river, 
with  all  its  commerce  and  all  its  trade  and  all 
its  vast  interests,  to  within  thirty-five  miles  of 
Lake  Michigan  by  an  expenditure  of  $1,600,000. 
The  engineers  propose  that  that  shall  be  the  first 
portion  of  the  improvement  undertaken.  It  will 
readily  be  seen  that  the  $1,000,000  will  be  paid 
by  the  tolls  derived  from  the  presentcanal.  When 
that  improvement  shall  be  completed,  you  will 
have  communication  between  the  Mississippi  and 
Lake  Michigan, and  will  raise  yourtolls,  notfrom 
the  trade,  traffic, and  products  of  Illinois  alone,  but 
you  will  derive  them  from  the  intermingling  of 
all  the  vast  trade  of  the  Mississippi  and  of  the 
lakes.  Hence  the  engineers  esiimnte,  and  with 
perfect  reliability,  thut  the  tolls  derived  from  this 
work  will  keep  up  with  the  expenditures,  so  that 
it  will  never  be  necessary  to  draw  a  single  dollar 


from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  be  ex- 
pended upon  this  work. 

If  I  am  right  in  this — and  I  think  it  can  be  dem- 
oi'istrated  by  investigation — how  does  the  question 
present  itself  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
and  of  the  country?  Simply  thus:  Will  the  Gov- 
ernment to-day  lend  its  credit  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  this  communication  that  will  bring  to- 
gether the  Mississippi,  with  its  twenty  thousand 
miles  of  navigable  waters,  and  the  great  inland 
seas  of  the  North  and  Nortliwest.'' 

I  do  not  propose  on  this  occasion  to  go  into 
any  extended  remarks  on  the  advantages,  mili- 
tary, commercial,  and  civil,  to  result  from  the  car- 
rying out  of  this  measure.  I  desire  simply  to  ask 
the  House  whether  it  is  treating  this  great  ques- 
tion with  the  respect  to  which  it  is  entitled,  to  re- 
ject the  bill  in  its  present  stage.-'  I  ask  gentlemen 
of  candor  on  each  side  of  the  House — whether  or 
not  they  intend  to  vote  for  this  bill — to  give  to  its 
friends  a  fair  hearing  before  the  House  and  before 
the  country.  I  ask  them  not  to  vote  it  down  on 
the  first  reading,  but  to  let  the  bill  be  postponed; 
as  I  propose,  if  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill  do 
not  prevail,  to  move  to  postpone  it  to  a  day  certain, 
so  that  there  may  be  full  investigation,  so  that  all 
that  its  friends  can  advance  in  its  favor  may  be 
fully  heard,  so  that  the  objections  that  may  be 
made  to  it  may  be  answered  if  they  are  suscepti- 
ble of  being  answered,  and  so  that  the  amend- 
ments that  may  be  offered  may  be  fully  consid- 
ered. I  think  that  in  asking  that  I  am  not  asking 
anything  unreasonable.  I  appeal  to  the  courtesy 
and  consideration  of  the  House  to  give  to  the  bill 
the  position  in  which  it  can  be  fairly  considered 
before  the  country. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  do  not  propose,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  bill  this  morning. 
Whenever  the  bill  shall  come  up  on  its  passage 
I  may  have  something  to  say  upon  it.  I  was  not 
aware  that  the  committee  intended  reporting  it 
this  morning,  and  therefore  I  had  no  expectation 
of  participating  in  any  debate  on  the  subject  at 
present. 

I  wish  now  only  to  appeal  to  the  House  that 
the  ordinary  course  may  be  taken  with  this  bill 
that  is  taken  with  all  bills  of  the  magnitude  that 
this  bill  is  confessed  to  be-,  both  by  friend  and  foe. 
We  do  not  wish  to  force  it  to  a  vote  on  its  pas- 
sage at  this  time.  Nor  do  we  wish  to  have  a  test 
vote  on  its  merits  on  a  mere  motion  to  reject  it 
at  this  stage.  We  appeal  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
House  that  the  objection  to  the  reading,  of  the  bill 
at  the  present  time  may  be  withdrawn,  that  the 
bill  may  be  read  a  second  time,  and  then  post- 
poned to  a  day  certain,  when  it  can  be  fairly  heard, 
fairly  argued,  fairly  discussed,  fairly  examined; 
in  short,  that  the  matter  may  be  disposed  of  pre- 
cisely in  such  a  way  as  a  bill  of  this  magnitude 
deserves. 

Sir,  without  going  into  any  argument  upon  the 
merits  of  this  measure,  without  discussing  at  all 
the  details  of  the  bill,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say 
that  it  is  the  great  measure  which  my  people  have 
most  at  heart.*  It  is  the  great  measure  of  my 
State.  It  is  one  in  which  men  of  all  parties  agree 
mail  sections  of  the  State.  It  is  one  in  which,  as  all 
around  me  know,  I  feel  the  profoundest  interest. 
I  regard  the  bill  as  c^e  of  the  most  important  to 
the  military  and  naval  defenses  of  the  country, 
one  of  the  most  important  to  the  commercial  in- 
terests of  the  great  Northwest,  that  has  been  oris 
likely  to  be  presented  to  this  House.  Isitproper, 
is  it  right,  is  it  courteous  to  strangle  a  bill  of  this 
character  without  a  hearing,  without  an  examina- 
tion, without  any  proper  discussion  of  its  merits, 
on  a  motion  of  this  kind.'  It  seems  to  me,  sir, 
that  the  request  is  only  fair  and  honorable.  It  is 
no  more  than  we  have  a  right  to  demand  in  the 
name  of  that  noble  State  whose  sons  have  added 
luster  to  the  American  name  onalmost  every  bat- 
tle-field of  this  dreadful  war. 

I  hope  the  House  will  allow  the  bill  to  be  read 
a  second  time  now,  and  that  then  my  colleague 
will  make  his  motion  for  postponement  to  a  day 
certain.  Then  every  member  who  wishes  to  dis- 
cuss it,  or  to  offer  amendments,  will  have  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  so;  and  then  the  bill  can  be 
voted  uporvoteddownaftera  full  and  fair  hearing. 

The  bill  has  been  heretofore  opposed  by  gen- 
tlemen because  we  are  in  war  times;  because,  as 
they  have  asserted,  it  may  involve  the  country  in 
a  great  expenditure  of  money,  and  all  that.  A 
reference  to  one  or  two  sections  of  the  bill,  to 


which  my  colleague  [Mr.  Arnold]  has  already 
briefly  alluded,  will,  it  seems  to  me,  settle  all  that. 
In  the  first  place,  sir,  the  estimates  made  by  the 
most  competent  and  reliable  are  something  like 
thirteen  million  dollars  for  the  whole  work.  This 
bill  proposes  that  if  it  cost«.ny  more  than  that,  if 
a  single  dollar  is  expended  beyond  the  estimates, 
the  State  of  Illinois  shall  pay  the  balance.  This, 
sir,  must  be  a  complete  and  conclusive  answer  to 
that  objection.  In  addition  to  this  fact,  gentlemen 
will  bear  in  mind  that  the  Stale  of  Illinois  is  to 
surrender,  without  compensation,  to  the  United 
States  her  great  canal  now  in  successful  operation, 
on  which  she  has  already  expended  many  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  In  the  next  place,  sir,  the  bill  pro- 
vides that  not  a  single  dollar  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  this  work, 
nor  shall  the  United  States  become  responsible  in 
any  manner  for  it  except  so  far  or  so  fast  as  the 
tolls  of  the  canal  and  of  the  river  shall,  for  the 
time  being,  pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds  which 
the  Government  is  asked  to  issue. 

How,  1  ask,  can  the  country  be  involved  in  a 
vast  expenditure  by  this  bill?  These  three  points 
cover  the  whole  ground  of  opposition.  In  the 
first  place,  if  the  work  cost  any  more  than  the  es- 
timates submitted  to  Congress  show,  the  State  of 
Illinois  is  to  pay  the  difference  herself.  Secondly, 
the  State  of  Illinois  surrenders  unconditionally 
and  at  once  her  great  canal,  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
country,  with  all  its  revenues,  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  Thirdly,  the  Government 
is  not  called  upon  to  advance  a  dollar  in  money 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  work.  She 
is  only  asked  to  issue  her  bonds  from  time  to  time 
as  the  work  progresses,  in  such  quantities  and  in 
such  amounts  only  as  the  tolls  and  revenues  aris- 
ing from  the  improvement  will  fully  meet  the  in- 
terest on.  Every  dollar  of  revenue  arising  from 
the  presentcanal  and  from  the  improvement  passes 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  interest  on  the  bonds.  We  sur- 
render the  canal  with  all  its  revenues  absolutely 
to  the  Government,  and  we  only  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  lend  us  its  credit  to  carry  on  the  work, 
giving  it  ample  security  such  as  any  capitalist  in 
the  country  'vould  be  glad  to  take. 

Sir,  will  gentlemen  tell  me  how,  under  a  bill 
like  this,  guarded  as  this  is,  it  is  possible  for  the 
Government  to  become  involved  in  any  extrava- 
gant expenditures?  Is  it  not  plain  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  protected  and  guarded  against  every- 
thing of  the  kind? 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  propose  to  go  further  into  the 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  this  measure  at  the 
present  time.  All  we  ask  for  this  great  measure 
is  fair  play,  an  open  field,  and  a  fair  fight.  In  the 
nameof  the  great  and  patriotic  State  which  I  have 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent  on  this  floor,  a 
State  which  has  responded  to  every  call  of  the 
Government' during  this  rebellion,  both  in  men 
and  means,  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  I  ask,  I 
demand  that  we  shall  have  justice;  that  this  bill, 
involving  as  it  does  such  vast  interests,  so  import- 
ant both  to  the  military  and  naval  arms  of  the 
service,  as  well  as  to  the  commercial  prosperity 
of  the  great  Northwest  and  of  the  whole  country, 
shall  not  be  stricken  down  and  strangled  in  its 
inception,  without  a  single  word  of  discussion, 
without  investigation,  and  without  any  fair  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Does  the  gentleman  propose 
to  call  the  previous  question  upon  the  motion  to 
reject  the  bill?  If  he  does  I  will  ask  him  to  yield 
to  tne  for  five  minutes. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  do  propose  to  ask  the  House 
to  vote  upon  the  rejection  of  this  bill,  and  I  will 
yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  five 
minutes  of  my  time  if  he  wishes  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  shall  vote  for  the  rejection 
of  the  bill,  whatever  may  be  its  merits,  on  account 
of  the  way  in  which  it  comes  before  the  House, 
for  I  say  it  has  not  come  here  regularly.  There 
has  already  been  a  bill  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  where 
this  matter  can  be  fairly  and  fully  discussed  and 
decided  upon,  and  which  there  is  no  danger  of  not 
rea'ching.  After  that  bill  was  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  in  his  place,  without 
leaving  the  House,  allercd  the  bill  and  reported 
it  as  a  new  bill,  upon  what  we  all  saw  to  be  no 
meeting  of  the  committee,  and  without  any  con- 
sent of  the  committee  in  a  legitimate  sense. 
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Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  state  to  the  gonilenian  from 
Penii.sylvaiiia  timt  the  coiniiiitteo  diiJ  nu'ci,  did 
consent,  and  did  authorize  ine  to  report  this  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Was  it  not  in  the  House  ? 

Mr.  ARNOLD.     That  is  immaterial. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  No,  it  is  not  immaterial.  I 
nsk  the  gentleman  if  the  meeting  did  not  take  place 
in  the  House  .■' 

Mr.  ARNOLD.     It  was  in  the  House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Then  it  was  no  meeting. 

Mr.  NORTON.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania is  too  able  a  man  to  undertake  to  break 
down  a  measure  of  this  character  upon  so  tech- 
nical a  point  as  this. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  cannot  yield  the  floor  for 
the  purpose  of  being  praised.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  was  praising  the  gentleman 
slightly,  l)ut  1  will  not  do  it  again,  finding  that  it 
offends  him.  I  will  only  say  that  there  is  but  a 
single  point  of  difference  between  the  first  bill  pre- 
sented and  this  bill.  The  bills  are  precisely  the 
same,  with  the  exception  of  striking  out  a  single 
section — the  fifth. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  am  perfectly  aware  of  that. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  want  to  know  whether  it  is 
a  fair  jiroceeding  for  the  gentleman  to  make  the 
point  he  makes  when  my  colleague  [Mr.  Arnold] 
states  that  he  had  the  consent  of  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  when  the  bill  is  an  ex- 
act copy  of  the  other  bill  with  the  exception  of 
a  single  section  which  has  been  stricken  out. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  understand  all  that.  But 
the  bill  which  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  intro- 
duced this  morning  has  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union, 
and  removed  from  consideration  in  the  House  for 
the  present.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  then 
had  a  meeting  at  his  table,  as  I  now  understand, 
and  they  consented  to  his  reporting  the  bill  again. 
Now,  1  say  that  was  no  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee. That  committee  have  no  leave  to  sit  during 
the  sessions  of  the  House,  and  it  could  not  there- 
fore have  reported  the  bill.  I  am  sure  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  think  of  this,  or  he  would  not 
have  betrayed  the  Speaker  by  his  statement  into 
receiving  a  bill  illegitimately.  I  so  understood 
the  state  of  the  case  when  I  raised,  the  point  of 
order,  and  I  tried  to  make  the  Speaker  compre- 
hend me. 

I  think  every  member  of  the  House  whoknows 
the  rules  of  the  House  knows  that  there  has  been 
no  meeting  of  the  committee  since  the  House  has 
removed  the  subject  from  the  committee  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Therefore  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  did  not 
think  how  improper  it  was  to  say  that  he  had  the 
consent  of  the  committee,  although  they  were 
around  him  in  the  House.  It  was  inadvertence 
on  his  part,  for  he  would  not  impose  anything 
illegitimately  upon  the  House,  knowing  it  to  be 
such. 

The  bill  is  not  before  the  House,  and  I  will  not 
go  into  the  merits  of  it.  I  will  not  inquire  whether 
an  appropriation  of  $1.3,0(J0,00U  for  a  six-foot  wide 
canal  for  war  vessels  is  good  or  bad.  I  have  good 
reasons  why  I  shall  vote  to  reject  this  bill. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  desire  to  say  a 
woril  on  this  unusual  and  extreme  motion  to  re- 
ject a  bill  in  the  outset  and  before  it  can  be  prop- 
erly con,sidered  and  amended.  It  is  very  seldom 
applied  to  any  measure,  certainly  never  to  a  meas- 
ure of  this  kind.  I  do  not  recollect  that  it  was  ever 
attempted  but  once  before,  since  I  have  been  a 
mrinber  of  Congress,  to  reject  a  measure  at  the 
outset. 

My  frietid  from  Pinnsylvania  declines  to  dis- 
cus.s  the  merits  of  the  bill  very  properly,  as  no  one 
can  discuss  it  at  this  stage.  He  prefers  to  liave 
the  sense  of  the  House  taken  on  it  before  its 
merits  are  discussed,  thinking  it  a  more  feasible 
time  and  a  better  occasion  to  carry  out  his  view.'j. 
He  urges  a  motion  to  r(jcct  the  bill  before  its 
n>eritH  are  discussed,  and  justifi(;s  himself  simply 
upon  the  ground  of  the  manneiin  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  AhnoldJ  introduced  the 
bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  object  simply  because  I 
cannot  bidieve  that  the  bill  is  before  the  Hou^. 

Mr.  liROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tlenmn  from  Massachusetts  to  yield  to  me. 

Mr.  DAWKS.  I  have  the  floor  from  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  lllinoisi  only  for  a  few  moments,  and 
cannot  yield. 

Mr.  ejieaker,  thi.s  same  mutter  was  gone  over 


in  the  last  House.  A  bill  was  introduced  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  with  the  section  in  that 
was  in  the  bill  when  it  was  first  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  and  it  v/ent  to  the  Conf- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Immediately  another  bill  was  introduced,  but  the 
House  then  preferred  to  discuss  this  matter  on  its 
merits  in  the  ordinary  way  of  legislation.  They 
encountered  the  hostility  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,]  as  they  have  it 
now,  and  with  the  same  earnestness,  the  same 
candor,  and  the  same  sincerity  with  which  he  at- 
tacks the  bill  to-day.  It  cannot  surprise  any 
friend  of  the  measure  that  it  encounters  his  oppo- 
sition at  this  time,  for  he  is  an  open  and  avowed 
enemy  of  the  bill.  I  suggest  he  would  meet  the 
merits  of  the  bill  a  great  deal  better  if  he  would 
consent  to  have  the  subject  before  the  House  and 
properly  considered.  I  am  not  the  friend  of  the 
measure  in  its  present  shape, and  will  not  be  until 
it  is  modified. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  gentleman  can  have  de- 
bate by  referring  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  * 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  gentleman  has  been  told 
a  great  many  times  that  lie  is  an  old  parliament- 
arian, and  he  knows  that  when  a  bill  is  sent  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  at  this  stage  of  the  session  it  is  consigned 
to  the  "  tomb  of  the  Capulels. "  It  will  never  be 
heard  of  afterwards.  It  is  the  best  way  to  kill  a 
measure,  and  as  an  old  parliamentarian,  if  he  will 
allow  me  to  call  him  such  once  more,  he  knows 
that  it  is  the  best  way  possible  to  kill  a  measure 
when  you  want  to  make  some  people  believe  you 
are  its  friend.  I  consent  that  we  can  discuss  it 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union;  but  when  a  gentleman  makes  a  mo-, 
tion  to  refer  a  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wllble 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  he  knows,  if  he  has  been 
here  one  session,  that  when  a  bill  is  so  referred 
at  this  period  of  the  session  it  will  never  be  henrd 
of  again. 

This  is  a  measure  of  such  importance  that  for 
one  I  am  willing  to  have  it  discussed  on  its  merits; 
and  when  it  shall  be  put  in  proper  shape  it  shall 
have  my  vote.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I 
will  vote  for  the  bill  in  its  present  shape;  but  I 
am  not  willing  to  kill  it  at  the  outset.  I  want  it 
properly  before  the  House,  and  discussed  on  its 
merits. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  suggest  to  my  friend  from 
Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Brown,]  if  he  will  withdraw  his 
motion  to  reject,  I  think  we  can  fix  this  matter  so 
that  we  can  discuss  and  amend  this  bill  in  the 
House.  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure  in  every 
particular,  but  I  want  to  see  a  fair  discussion.  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Dawes  ,]  that  at  this  stage  of  the  session 
a  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Utiion  is  necessarily  the  death  of  any 
measure.  I  think  we  can  discuss  it  there;  and  if 
my  friend  will  withdraw  his  motion,  1  will  move 
to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  * 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  have  not  yet  had  an  op- 
portunity to  examine  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
but  I  do  hope  that  the  House  at  this  period  of  the 
session  will  not  reject  this  bill  upon  its  ititroduc- 
tion  without  affording  its  friends  and  its  enemies 
an  opportunity  to  investigate  it.  It  is  an  import- 
ant bill.  It  is  a  bill  of  iniporlance  to  the  entire 
country  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  It  is 
a  bill  of  vast  importance  to  every  inch  of  territory 
between  the  lakes  and  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sip|ii  river.  It  is  important,  not  only  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  to  the  country.  It  does  seem  to  me 
that  a  lYiotion  to  reject  the  bill  upon  its  introduc- 
tion, without  affording  members  of  the  House  an 
opportunity  to  examine  it,  to  discuss  it,  to  amend 
it,  if  it  requires  ainendmeni,  or  of  rejecting  it  if  it 
cannot  be  got  into  a  shape  to  satisfy  a  majority 
of  the  House,  is  most  exlraordiiiary.  I  am  not 
inclined  toafford  gentlemen  who  would  thus  crush 
a  measure  ufion  its  introduction  the  opportunity 
of  backing  out  of  their  position  without  entering 
my  protest  against  such  an  extraordinary  pro- 
ceeding. 

I  believe  some  measure  of  this  kind — I  do  not 
say  thi.s  particular  bill,  because  I  am  iiii[ir('pared 
to  speak  of  its  mirit.s—ris  of  vast  national  import- 
ance to  this  country,  and  that  we  have  the  same 
power  to  appro]iiiate  money  to  open  up  a  ship 
cominunication    by   which  Government   vessels 


may  go  from  the  tide-waters  of  the  Gulf  to  the 
Lalces,  as  we  have  to  appropriate  a  dollar  to  im- 
prove a  harbor  anywhere  upon  our  coast;  that  we 
have  the  same  constitutional  power  to  open  up 
this  water  communication  between  the  Lakes  and 
the  Gulf  that  we  have  to  improve  a  harl)or  for  the 
security  of  our  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chi- 
cago river,  or  upon  theAtlantic  coast,  or  on  the 
Chesapeake  bay  or  anywhere  else. 

I  am  opposed  also  to  the  motion  to  refer  this 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  for  the  reason  that  all  experience  shows 
that  within  two  months  of  the  close  of  the  session 
other  important  measures  which  press  themselves 
upon  the  House  will  finally  defeat  this  bill.  When 
it  goes  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  although 
its  consideration  may  be  in  order  in  committee, 
the  time  which  should  be  devoted  to  its  discus- 
sion will  be  consumed  in  the  discussion  of  other 
measures;  and  from  time  to  time,  when  the  House 
is  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  this  bill,  in- 
stead of  discussing  it,  other  important  measures 
will  be  there  discussed.  I  want  the  House  to  per- 
mit this  bill  to  remain  under  control  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  to  fix  some  day 
certain  for  its  consideration,  in  order  that  those 
who  are  its  friends  and  those  who  are  its  enemies 
may  have  an  opportunity,  upon  the  bill  itself,  to 
discuss  its  merits  and  its  demerits,  so  that  the 
House  may  be  prepared  to  act  advisedly  upon  the 
bill  or  u]]on  the  amendments,  that  the  country  may 
know  upon  what  they  have  to  depend  in  reference 
to  this  question. 

I  hope,  therefore,  the  bill  will  not  be  rejected 
upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Wiscon- 
sin, and  that  they  will  not  send  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, since 
every  man  who  is  honest  with  himself  will  ac- 
knowledge that  such  a  course  will  kill  the  bill  for 
the  present  session  at  least. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  I  am  not 
very  familiar  with  the  usages  of  the  House,  but 
I  had  supposed  that  when  the  chairman  ofacom- 
mittee  presented  a  report  to  the  House,  it  was  to 
be  presumed  that  he  had  full  authority  from  the 
committee.  I  had  also  supposed  that  that  author- 
ity was  entirely  conclusive,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee might  not  be  interrogated  by  members  of  the 
House,  and  that  proper  information  could  come 
from  any  member  of  the  committee.  I  think  this 
bill  has  great  merits,  that  it  is  an  improvement 
which  sliould  be  made,  and_I  think  it  will  find 
favor  with  the  nation,  but  not  now.  I  believe  at 
the  present  time  we  need  all  our  energies  and  re- 
sources and  all  our  credits  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  House 
that  if  this  bill  is  not  rejected,  as  I  trust  it  will 
not  be,  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  full  discus- 
sion and  amendment.  Trusting  that  the  House 
will  give  an  opportunity  for  that  discussion,  I 
now  di'maiul  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BR.OWN,  of  Wisconsin.  1  withdraw  my 
motion  to  reject  tlic  bill, and  move  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in  order 
at  this  lime. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  now  move  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  Monday 
week,  after  the  morning  hour,  and  upon  that  mo- 
tion I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw that  motion  for  the  present. 

Mr.  IIOLMAN.  Is  it  proposed  to  make  the 
bill  a  special  order  for  Monday  week.' 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  No;  merely  to  postpone  it 
until  after  the  morning  hour  on  that  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  require  unanimous 
consent  to  make  it  a  special  order. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  1  do  not  ask  that  it  should  be 
made  a  special  order,  but  merely  that  it  should 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  IIOLMAN.   Then  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  |)revious  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  onlered;  and  being  put,  the  motion 
to  po.stpone  iIk;  bill  until  Monday  week  after  the 
morning  hour  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  so  postponed;  and  also  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  tlie  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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EMIGRATION  RETURNS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  of  the  number,  ages,  &c.,  of  pas- 
sengers arriving  in  the  United  States  from  foreign 
countries  by  sea  during  the  year  1863;  which  was 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
POST  OFFICE  CLERKS. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Postmaster  General, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  clerks  and  otlier  per- 
sons employed  in  the  Department  in  the  year  1863; 
wliich  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

CLOSE  OF  DEBATE. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Before  moving  to  go  into 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
I  move  that  all  debate  on  the  section  of  the  legis- 
lative, executive,  and  judicial  appropriation  bill 
now  pending  close  in  one  minute  after  the  com- 
mittee shall  resume  the  consideration  of  the  same. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  tlie  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended ;  and  the  House  ac- 
cordingly resolved  itself  into  the  Committeeof  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Norton 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the 

LEGISLATIVE,  ETC.,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  pending  question 
to  be  upon  the  amendment  offered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Kasson  to  insert  in  line  six  hundred  and 
sixty-two,  between  the  words  "botanist"  and 
"  entomologist,"  the  word  "  and,"  and  to  strike 
out  in  the  same  clause  "fll.OOO;"  and  insert 
"$9,000"  in  lieu  thereof;  so  as  to  make  the  clause 
read:  "  For  compensation  of  Commissioner  of  Ag- 
riculture, chief  clerk,  botanist  and  entomologist, 
and  chemist,  §9,000." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  substitute  of- 
fered yesterday  by  Mr.  Morrill. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  modify  it  so  as  to  in- 
sert §1,000  for  laborers. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  move 
to  amend  the  original  text? 

Mr.  MORRILL.  There  weresomeamendments 
proposed  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa, 
[Mr.  Kasson,]  who  is  notnow  present,  and  before 
the  vote  is  taken  upon  my  proposition  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  whole  provision  in  relation  to  the  Agri- 
cultural Department, it  would  perhaps  be  properto 
consider  the  amendments  he  suggested  to  the  ori- 
ginal text.  I  therefore  move  as  one  of  his  amend- 
ments to  strike  out  from  lines  six  hundred  and 
sixty-four  and  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  the 
words  "draughtsman,  assistant  chemist,  trans- 
lator," and  to  strikeout  "$29,000"  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  "$25,400;"  so  that  the  clause  will 
read:  "  For  compensation  of  clerks,  messengers, 
and  laborers,  §25,400." 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  1  would  state  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  All  debate  is  closed,  and  I 
call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

The  question  was  put  upon  Mr.  Morrill's 
amendment,  and  there  were— ayes  26,  noes  40; 
no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  ORTH  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;ahd  Messrs.  HoLMANand 
Grinnell  were  appointed. 

•  The  committeedivided;and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  35,  noes  60. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DAWES,  I  ask  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  whether  there  is  not  a  typographical 
error  in  the  six  hundred  and  sixty-second  line? 
Does  not  the  committee  mean  to  give  to  the  Ag- 
ricultural Department  an  etymologist,  not  an  en- 
tomologist?    [Laughter.] 
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Mr.  STEVENS.  I  had  thought  of  that  myself, 
for  I  am  afraid  the  bugs  will  eat  up  the  botany. 
[Laughter.]  However,  I  think  we  had  better 
leave  it  as  it  is. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  clause 
for  collecting  agricultural  statistics  by  striking 
out  "  §23,000,"  and  inserting  "  §15,000."  That 
is  the  sum  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa, 
[Mr.  Kasson.] 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting 
after  line  six  hundred  and  seventy-one  the  fol- 
lowing: 

For  tlie  payment  of  articles  furnished  for  the  Agricultural 
Report  for  1861,  $3,393. 

I  desire  to  state 

The  CHAIRMAN.  AH  deWtc,  except  by  gen- 
eral consent,  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  ask  to  have  a  letter  read  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  can  be  read  if  there  be 
no  objection. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  letter  was  read, 
as  follows: 

Department  of  Agkiculture, 
March  4,  1864. 

Sir:  In  reply  toyourconimunicationof  February  23,  rel- 
ative to  the  claims  of  Lewis  Boilmaii,  and  others,  for  scr- 
viees  rendered  tlie  late  agricultural  division  of  llie  Patent 
Office,  and  asking,  since  tliey  are  admitted  to  be  just  bolh 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  and  myself,  why  they  have 
not  been  paid,  I  answer  that  this  Department,  from  the 
face  of  the  estimate  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  of  tlie 
22d  May,  1802,  supposed  that  Congress,  in  its  appropriation 
to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  Patent  Otiice  fund,  agreeably 
to  these  estimates,  had  provided  for  the  payment  of  the' 
claims  referred  to.  Onthis  account  this  Dopartmentasked 
for  no  appropriation  out  of  which  their  payment  was  to  be 
made,  and  consequently  has  no  funds  from  which  they  can 
now  be  paid. 

These  claims,  as  set  out  by  the  Commissioner  of  Patents 
in  his  communication  of  February  7,  1863,  amount  to 
$3,393  26. 

In  addition  to  these,  the  following  accounts  have  been 
presented  to  this  Department  for  payment,  as  due  from  the 
agricultural  division  of  the  Patent  Office,  namely: 

Difterence  between  the  account  of  S.  P.  Dinsmoro,  aa 
stated  by  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  and  as  certified  to 
by  Mr.  Hayes,  chief  clerk  of  the  Patent  Office,  $25. 

Account  of  Vilmorjn,  Andrews  &  Co.,  of  France,  for 
acorns  sent  to  the  agricultural  division  of  the  Patent  Office 
in  January,  1802,  $285  79. 

Amount  claimed  hy  Baring  Brothers  &  Co.,  for  money 
advanced  to  D.Jay  Browne  while  agent  of  the  agricultural 
division  of  the  Patent  Office  when  in  Europe,  £156  4s.  lid. 

Copies  of  the  protested  draft  and  the  account  are  here- 
with placed  before  the  eoinmittee,  with  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Holloway. 

1  respectfully  ask  that  your  committee  will  report,  In  such 
manner  as  you  deem  proper,  the  amount  found  by  it  due 
on  these  claims,  with  the  recommendation  that  an  appro- 
priation be  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  this  Department  for  their  payment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  NEWTON,  CommUsioner. 
Hon.  James  T.  Hale,  Chairman  of  Commillee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  whether  the  last  three 
items,  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner, 
are  embraced  in  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  amendment  does  not  em- 
brace the  claim  of  Baring  Brothers  &  Company, 
for  it  is  not  thought  to  be  a  just  claim. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to  amend  by 
reducing  the  appropriation  for  a  library  for  the 
Agricultural  Department  from  §5,000  to  §1,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  now  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  line  six  hundred  and  seventy-three, 
"  for  purchase  of  laboratory,  §5,000." 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendme'nt 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  line  six  hundred  and  ninety-one  the  fol- 
lo'^ing: 

Provided,  That  sucli  trees,  cuttings,  vines,  and  bulbs  so 
purchased  or  which  shall  be  propagated  shall  be  such  as  are 
adapted  to  general  cultivation  and  to  promote  the  general 
interest  of  horticulture  and  agriculture  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

So  that  the  clause  will  read: 
For  propagation  and  distribution  of  valuable  plants,  cut- 
tings, and  shrubs,  namely : 
For  labor,  re|5hira  of  old  propa(<atlng  house,  new  propa- 


gating house,  rebuilding  shop,  and  for  purchase  of  trees, 
cuttings,  vines,  and  bulbs,  $10,800:  Provided,  &c. 

Mr.  SWEAT.  I  would  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  hia 
amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  think  there  is  a  necessity 
for  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  item  of  §3,000  for  salary  of  foreman  and 
laborers  for  experimental  garden  on  reservation 
No.  2. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  I  may  be  allowed  a  few 
words,  I  will  explain  this  item. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  STEVENS."  This  experimental  garden, 
partly  occupied  now,  consists  of  twenty  acres  of 
what  was  waste  ground  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment. It  has  been  surrendered  to  the  Depart- 
ment to  enable  it  to  try  the  experiment  of  foreign 
seeds,  cuttings,  and  other  things  of  that  kind,  to 
see  how  they  will  grow  hero  and  what  kind  of  soil 
is  required  for  them.  I  make  this  statement  in  or- 
der that  the  committee  may  understand  the  item. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  .  If  I  may  be  allowed  a  sin- 
gle word  in  reply  I  will  say  that  this  is  something 
new  and  different  from  the  grounds  used  for  this 
purpose  between  Third  and  Four-and-a-half 
streets.  The  ground  is  not  broken  at  all  on  this 
reservation. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  substi- 
tute proposed  by  Mr.  Morrill;  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  by  direction  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  moved  to  add  under  the 
heading  of  "  Branch  Mint  at  Denver"  as  follows: 

For  additional  salary  of  Treasurer  acting  as  Assistant 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  $500. 

For  salary  of  clerk  to  Assistant.  Treasurer,  $1,800. 

For  safe  and  vault,  including  freight,  $5,000. 

For  salarv  of  Assistant  Treasurer  from  November  20, 
1862,  to  June  30,  18G4,  $805  54. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  This  amendment  is  proposed 
in  accordance  with  a  letter  received  from  theSec- 
retary  of  the  Treasury  after  the  bill  was  made 
up.  He  requested  us  to  insert  these  items  in  the 
bill.  I  believe  there  is  no  difficulty  about  them. 
It  seems  to  be  right,  and  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to  strike  out 
"§18,000"and  insert"  §20, 000"in  the  paragraph 
for  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly,  officers,  clerks,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico.  This  is  to  make  the  item 
conform  to  the  revised  estimates  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KINNEY  moved  under  the  heading  of 
"Territory  of  Utah"  to  add  as  follows: 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  officers,  clerk,  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  General  Assembly,  $20,000 :  Provided,  That 
the  surplus  if  any  arising  from  this  or  any  former  appropri- 
ation may  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  compieiing  the  peni- 
tentiary for  such  Territory  under  the  direction  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly. 

Mr.  KINNEY.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  and  also  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  in 
these  appropriations  for  the  Territory  of  Utah  in 
this  bill  there  is  no  appropriation  for  the  expenses 
oftheLegislative  Assembly  of  that  I'erritory  at  all. 
By  reference  to  the  appropriations  made  for  the 
various  Territories  by  the  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, I  find  the  following: 

For  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico: 

Salary  of  Governor,  judges,  and  secretary $12,000 

Contingent  e.xpcnses 1,000 

Interpreter  and  translator 500 

Coinpeusatiou  of  Legislature,  Sic 15,000 

$31,500 
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I  find  that  the  same  session  of  Congress  appro- 
priated for  Utah  as  follows: 

Salary  ol"  Governor,  judges,  and' secretary $12,000 

Coiuiiigeiit  ex  peases 1,500 

Compensation  ot' Legislature,  &c 6,000 

$19,500 

Thus  making  a  difference  for  precisely  the  same 
purpose  between  the  amountappropriated  for  the 
respective  Legislatures  of  §12,000,  tlie  expenses  in 
each  Territory  being  about  the  same. 

The  same  session  of  Congress  appropriated  for 
the  Territory  of  AVashington: 

Salary  of  Governor,  secretary,  ami  judges $I2,5D0 

ronlingont  expense.-; 1,500 

Compensation  of  Legislature,  &c 20,000 

$34,000 


The  same  session  appropriated  for  the  Territory 
of  Nebraska: 

Salary  of  Governor,  secretary,  aitd  judges $10,500 

Contingent  expenses 1,000 

Compensation  of  Legislature,  &c 4,000 

^15,500 


I  desire  to  explain  why  this  appropriation  for 
Nebraska  is  so  small.  Through  the  Delegate 
from  thatTerritory  the  previous  appropriation  for 
mileage  and  compensation  of  the  tTieimbers  of  the 
Legislature  was  diverted  by  Congress  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  direct  tax  levied  upon  the  people  of  the 
Territory,  and  there  was  no  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature one  year  ago  in  Nebraska,  and  the  difference 
between  the  direct  tax  and  the  amount  appropri- 
ated, with  the  §4, GOOappropriated  for  the  late  ses- 
sion, was  deemed  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  Legislature  for  1863-64.  Utah  assumed  the 
payment  of  herdirect  tax  by  legislative  enactment, 
and  is  cheerfully  contributing  the  amoun  t  assessed 
against  her  toward  aiding  in  putting  down  the  re- 
bellion. 

The  same  Congress  appropriated  for  Colorado: 

Salary  of  Governor,  judges,  &c ,'g9,'00 

Contingent  expenses 1,000 

Compensation  of  Legii^laUire,  &c 20,000 

$30,700 

Also  for  Nevada: 

Salary  of  Governor,  judges,  &c $9,700 

Contingent  expenses ]  ,000 

Compensation  of  Legislature,  &c 20,000 

$30,700 

Also  for  Dakota: 

Salary  of  Governor,  judges.  &c $9,700 

Contingent  expenses 1,000 

Compensation  oi  Legislature,  &c, 15,000 

$35,700 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  find  appropriated  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  now  before  the  coinmittee,  as 
prepared  and  i-ecoinmended  by  t!ie  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  following  amounts  ag- 
gregated for  each  Territory:  For  New  Mexico, 
$31,500;  Nebraska,  $26,500;  Nevada,  $23,700; 
Arizona,  $31,500;  Washington,  $34,000;  Colo- 
rado, $25,700;  Dakota,  $24J00;  Idaho,  $33,000; 
and  Utah  only  $13,500,  and  no  appropriation  for 
the  expenses,  mileage,  and  compensation  of  the 
Legislature  for  1864-65. 

1  find  by  reference  to  the  estimates  of  tlie  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  the  following  in  regard  to 
Utah:    . 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Territory,  per  act  of  Sep- 
tember 9,  1850,  9  Laws,  page  457,  section  11,  $1,500. 

Compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly,  odicerH,  clerks,  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  .\ssembly, nothing  required  in  addition  to  unexpended 
balance. 

This  report  of  the  Secretary  is  dated  December 
7,  1863,  one  week  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  late 
Legislative  Assembly  for  thuTerritory,aud  hence 
the  expenses  of  that  Legislature  wci'c  not  befoie 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the  time  the  es- 
timate was  made,  and  this  has  undoubtedly  mis- 
led the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  preparing  tiie 
appropriation  bill.  The  $G,000  appropriated  by 
tiie  Tiiirty-Scventh  Congress  was  protmbly  con- 
sidered sufficient,  with  the  unexpended  Ijalancc 
of  previous  appropriations  to  the  crcdifof  Utah 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  to  defray  the  ex- 
(ieiisefi  of  the  Logifihiiure  for  ilicTerritory  of  Utah 


for  the  session  of  1863-64.  It  cannot  be  possible 
that  Utah  has  so  far  excelled  her  sister  Territories 
in  economy  of  the  public  money  as  to  have  stand- 
ing to  her  credit  sufficient,  with  the  $6,000,  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  two  Legislatures,  the  one  of 
1863-64,  and  also  the  one  for  1864-65.  Twenty 
thousand  dollars  is  usually  appropriated  each 
Congress  for  the  expenses  of  each  Territorial  Le- 
gislature, and  to  suppose  that  Utah  has  still  suffi- 
cient to  her  credit  for  the  next  Legislature,  can 
only  be  done  upon  the  ground  that  she  has  saved 
$34,000  for  the  General  Goverinnent  of  money 
that  was  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. 

The  Legislature  has  held  regular  sessions,  each 
year,  of  forty  days  allowed  by  the  organic  act. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  Utah  has  been  savmg  of  the 
publicmoney,  as  is  evident  from  the  appropriation 
of  last  session  being  so  small,  only  $6,000,  and  for 
this  theTerritory  is  entitled  to  greatcredit,  forming 
an  honorable  exception  to  other  Territories,  that 
annually  expend,  1  believe,  all  the  money  ajapro- 
priated  for  thein  by  Congress.  I  cannot  but  think 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasui'y,  in  stating  that 
no  appropriation  is  necessary  for  legislative  ex- 
penses in  Utah  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  has  only 
taken  into  consideration  the  unexpended  balance 
and  the  $6,000  appropriated  last  year,  and  lost 
sight  of  the  expenses  of  the  Legislatui'e  which 
convened  one  week  after  his  estimates  were  made; 
in  other  words,  his  estimates  were  based  upon  the 
amount  as  it  stood  upon  the  books  of  the  Depart- 
ment. With  a  credit  to  the  Secretary  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Legislature  recently  closed,  the  amount  willstand 
differently,  and  probably  leave  nothing,  unless  iny 
amendinent  is  adopted,  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  the  next  session,  which  must,  if  provided  for  at 
all,  be  appropriated  at  this  session  of  Congress. 

1  hope,  sir.  Congress  will  not  discriminate 
against  Utah  by  withholding  the  usual  appropri- 
ation. All  the  other  Territories  are  provided  for, 
and  ifyou  will  continue  our  territorial  government 
you  must  pay  our  legislative  expenses. 

The  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  dated  anterior  to  the  last  session  of  the  Le- 
gislature. That  Legislature  continued  in  session 
the  usual  time,  and  I  presume  consumed  the  ap- 
propriation. Upon  the  grounds  I  have  stated,  then,. 
1  aslc  for  the  conouri'ence  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  would  be  glad  to  agree  with 
the  honorable  gentleman,  if  I  thought  this  was 
necessary.  How  much  the  appropriation  for  a 
penitentiary  may  be  pertinentl  do  not  know.  But 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  what  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  says  in  the  estimates. 
He  says  that  for  the  compensation  and  mileage 
of  the  inembers  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  of 
Utah,  oiTicers,  clerks,  &c.,  no  thing  more  is  needed 
than  the  unexpended  balance  on  hand. 
Mr.  KINNEY.  Six  thousand  dollars. 
Mr.  STEVENS.  It  does  not  say  that. 
Mr.  KINNEY.  Six  thousand  dollars  was  the 
amountappropriated  by  the  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, and  there  has  been  a  Legislature  in  session. 
It  is  not  quite  fair  that  Utah  shall  be  compelled  to 
be  so  much  more  economical  than  other  Territo- 
ries. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  What  was  the  balance  on 
hand.' 

Mr.  KINNEY.  I  do  not  know,  but  it  was 
considered  enough  for  thcsubsequentLegislature. 
It  is  now  probably  exhausted.  I  see  no  possible 
way  for  our  having  a  Legislature  unless  this  ap- 
propriation is  passed. 

On  a  division,  there  were — ayes  30,  noes  25; 
no  quorum  voting. 
Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  tellers. 
Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  BEAM.\Nand 
Dawson  were  appointed. 

The  tellers  reported — ayes  43,  noes  33;  no  quo- 
rum voting. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  withdraw  objection  to  the 
amendiTient,  so  that  we  may  goon  with  the  bj^ll, 
intending  to  have  a  vote  on  it  in  the  House." 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Arizona : 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  officers,  clerks,  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Assembly,  $18,000. 

Mr.  STEVENS.    1  move  to  strike  out  "$18,- 


000,"antJ  to  insert  "$20,000"  in  lieu  thereof. 
The  revised  estimates  make  that  proper. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows; 

Territory  of  Idaho : 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislative Assembly,  officers,  cicrlts,  and  contingent  expcnsea 
of  the  Assembly,  $20,000. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  $20,- 
000,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "  $32,320." 

That  is  necessary  under  the  revised  estimates. 

The  amendinent  was  agreed  to. 
*  The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  salaryof  the  reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  $1,300. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  strike  that  out,  as 
it  is  in  properly  at  another  place. 

Tiie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Justices  of  the  .Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  : 

For  salaries  of  the  Chief  Justice  and  nine  associate  jus- 
tices, $58,500. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  move  to  strike  out  "  $58,- 
500,"  and  -to  insert  "  $60,000"  in  lieu  thereof. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  salaries  of  tlie  district  judges  of  the  United  States, 

$118,750. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I- would  like  to  inquire 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  whether  this  appropriation  includes  the 
salaries  for  judges  recently  appointed  for  Alabama 
and  Florida.  I  believe  those  gentlemen  are  not 
on  any  particular  judicial  duty. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  includes  all  those  properly 
appointed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  see  that  Judge  Busteed , 
recently  appointed  one  of  the  judges  for  Alabama, 
has  been  devoting  himself  to  the  election  in  New 
Hampshire. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  cannot  say  that  he  has  been 
confirmed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  understand  that  he  has 
been  confirmed. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  do  not  see  his  name  here. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  Are  these  judges  allowed 
their  traveling  expenses.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Only  one  in  California.  He 
is  allowed  $1,200,  wliich  does  not  pay  his  traveling 
expense's. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  the  appropriation  for  salary  of  the  re- 
porter of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  line  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
four,  the  following: 

For  compensation  of  the  district  attorneys,  $19,250. 

For  compensation  of  the  marshals,  $11,60(1. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  line  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  page 
36,  the  following: 

p'or  salary  of  chief  clerk  and  teller,  to  act  as  Assistant 
Treasurer  in  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer,  assistant  teller, 
book-keeper,  and  assistant  book-keeper,  messenger,  and 
four  watclnncn  in  the  ofiice  of  the  sub-Treasury  at  St. 
Louis,  $9,760. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  following  clause  having  been  read — 
For  necessary  expenses  in  carrying  into  efTect  the  seve- 
ral acts  of  Congress  authorizing  loans  and  the  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  $1,000,000— 

Mr.  BROOKS  said :  I  desire  to  have  a  little  light 
in  reference  to  this  appropriation  contained  in  lines 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-eight,  and  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine.  What  is  this  $1,000,000  appropriated  for.' 
The  appropriation  is  indefinite  and  does  not  state 
specifically  what  it  is  for.  I  wish  to  know  the 
purpose  to  which  that  large  sum  of  $1,000,000  is 
to  be  applied. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
make  the  matter  any  more  definite  than  the  law 
itself  makes  it.  We  are  aware  that  very  large 
loans  have  been  made  by  the  Government,  and 
that  bonds,  notes,  and  various  otluM-  instruments 
have  been  engraved  at  a  very  large  expense.  The 
loan  has  been  negotiated,  for  which  also  the  Gov- 
erinnent is  bound  to  pay  ;i  considerable  sum  of 
money — a  rcasonalilcsum,  however — and  all  these 
expenses  are  included  in  this  ap[)ropriation.  It 
is  supposed  it  will  cover  them  all. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  If  I  thoughtit  wasof  any  use, 
I  would  read  n  longf.r;)6Sff  of  the  tran.saclion.softlie 
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Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  would 
be  easy  to  see  that  very  large  sums  have  been  un- 
necessarily lost  in  negotiating  the  transfer  of  these 
loans — sums  amounting  to  five  or  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  It  is  useless,  however,  for  me 
to  lay  it  before  the  House;  but  I  wish  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  who  are  disposed  to 
be  earnest  in  scrutinizing  matters  of  expenditure, 
to  avail  themselves  of  some  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine into  the  transactionsof  the  Treasury  in  re- 
gard to  the  temporary  loan,  and  the  enormous 
amounts  paid  to  New  York  men  unnecessarily  for 
negotiating  the  loan. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  gentleman  certainly  has 
taken  a  very  proper  course  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter. I  can  only  say  that  if  he  has  any  informa- 
tion useful  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
we  shall  be  glad  to  receive  it,  and  1  hope  we  shall 
give  it  a  most  careful  and  candid  examination. 
We  have  not,  perhaps,  all  the  information  the 
gentleman  has,  but  we  should  be  glad  to  have  it. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  will  take  some  other  oppor- 
tunity to  submit  my  information  to  the  House. 

The  following  clause  having  been  read — 

For  compensation  of  a  foreman  and  twenty-one  laborers 
employed  in  the  public  grounds,  $13,400 — 

Mr.  GRINNELL  said:  I  move  to  strike  out 
"  thirteen"  and  insert  "  ten."  I  believe  that  is  a 
sufficient  compensation  for  these  laborers,  and 
about  double  what  laborers  are  receiving  through- 
out the  country. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hardly  think  the  gentleman 
is  serious  in  his  remarks. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.     1  am, 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Hardly  serious  in  asking  that 
these  laborers  shall  be  cut  down  to  the  starving 
point  which  he  proposes.  Not  one  of  them  could 
live  on  that,  unless  he  browsed  out  in  the  field 
and  slept  in  the  woods  at  night. 

Mr. 'GRINNELL.  Here  are  twenty-one  la- 
borers employed  on  these  Capitol  grounds.  We 
know  they  do  not  cultivate  the  grounds  as  a  gar- 
den, but  simply  mow  the  grass  and  look  to  the 
shrubbery;  and  we  propose  to  pay  them  $500  a 
year  for  working  about  one  half  as  many  hours 
and  performing  one  half  as  much  labor  as  is  per- 
formed by  farmers  in  Pennsylvania  and  other 
Stales.  If  they  say  what  I  propose  is  a  starva- 
tion price,  let  them  go  to  some  other  place  where 
they  can  get  more.  I  have  visited  these  grounds 
often  for  a  number  of  years  past,  and  I  venture 
the  assertion  that  they  can  be  taken  care  of  as  well 
as  they  are  now  by  ten  laborers  as  well  as  by 
twenty. 

I  offer  my  amendment  in  good  faith. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  hope  my  friend  from 
Iowa  will  not  succeed  in  striking  down  the  pay 
of  these  laborers.  I  know  very  well,  from  the 
position  I  hold  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds,  that  these  men  honestly  and 
fairly  discharge  their  duties.  They  labor  well 
and  faithfully  for  the  Government,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly astonished  that  the  gentleman  from  Iowa, 
who  tells  us  every  day  and  every  hour  of  the  day 
that  he  is  a  farmer,  and  that  he  stands  up  for  the 
laboring  classes  of  the  country,  should  be  now 
found  striking  at  the  poor  laborers. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  move  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  laborers  to  fifteen,  and  the  appropriation 
to  |,]0,000.  Certainly  the  objection  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  will  not  then  hold. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Grinnell's 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  committee  rose  iin'ormally ;  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  a  message  was  received 
from  the  Senate,  through  Mr.  Forney,  its  Sec- 
retary, announcing  that  the  Senate  had  passed  a 
bill  (S.  No.  145)  to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers  of 
the  United  States  Army;  in  which  he  was  di- 
rected to  ask  the  concurrence  of  tlie  House. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

LEGISLATIVE,  ETC.,   APPROPRIATION  KILL. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  amend  the  item  for 
compensation  of  one  night  watchman  at  the  pub-* 
lie  stables  and  carpenters'  .shops  south  of  the 
Capitol,  by  striking  out^JGOO  and  inserting  $1,000. 
I  know  the  facts  connected  wiili  the  labor  of 
these  watchmen,  and  certainly  $G00  is  not  suffi- 
cient compensation.  This  man  is  required  to 
watch  every  night  over  the  public  property,  with- 
out any  relief  at  all.     I  call  on  the  chairman  of 


the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds 
to  state  the  facts. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  The  matter  of  this  mafn's 
pay  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee. He  is  on  watch  every  night,  and,  a  few 
nights  ago,  he  saved  one  of  the  public  stables  from 
being  burned  up.  He  is  a  refugee,  driven  from 
Virginia,  where  he  sustained  great  loss  of  prop- 
erty. But,  aside  from  the  present  occupant  of  the 
office,  I  think  thata  man  who  performs  this  work 
every  night  faithfully  should  have  at  least  $1,000 
a  year  for  the  support  of  himself  and  family. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  will  vote  to  make  an  ap-- 
propriatioi;  of  $400  to  this  man  if  he  is  a  needy 
escaped  Virginian;  but  I  am  opposed  to  raising 
these  salaries  unless  we  raise  the-salaries  of  the 
route<siigents,  who  have  been  petitioning  us  for 
years  past  for  an  increase  of  salary;  men  who 
travel  three  or  four  hundred  miles  a  day  and  who 
have  only  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars  a  year. 

Mr.  PRICE.  1  do  not  try,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
arrest  the  tide  which  sweeps  over  this  House. 
That  is  not  my  object  in  rising  now.-  I  wish  to 
enter  my  solemn  protest  against  the  lavish  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  by  Congress.  It  is 
more  than  that;  it  is  squandering  the  public  money. 
It  is  vain  to  tell  me  that  men  cannot  be  got  to 
work  here  for  the  same  pay  they  work  at  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Eight  hundred  dollars  a 
year  for  a  man  to  keep  a  gate,  and  $13,000  to  keep 
grounds  in  order  which  could  be  keptin  order  for 
half  the  money!  I  undertake  to  say  that  millions 
are  expended  every  year  unnecessarily;  at  times, 
too,  when  we  should  be  more  than  ever  careful 
of  the  public  Treasury,  and  apply  it  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  is  intended,  the  putting  down 
the  rebellion.  I  can  hire  as  good  a  man  as  there 
is  in  Washington  city,  in  Congress  or  out  of  it, 
for  $500  a  year,  to  watch  the  President's  stables, 
or  any  other  man's  stable.  I  hope  we  will  be 
held  to  a  strict  account  for  our  proceedings  here. 
I  can  get  you  five  thousand  men  within  the  next 
thirty  days  who  are  willing  to  work  for  two  thirds 
the  pay  that  we  allow  to  men  here.  I  speak  what 
1  know  and  testify  of  what  I  have  seen. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  I  want  to  say  a  word  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  I  know  something  about  the 
duties  of  this  watchman.  He  has  charge  of  all 
the  congressional  stables,  all  the  horses,  all  the  car- 
riages and  other  property,  amounting  in  value  to 
above  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  that  every 
night,  at  fifty  dollars  per  month.  There  is  no  city 
in  the  United  States  where  they  do  not  pay  their 
watchmen  higher  than  that. 

The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat,  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  living,  are 
not  applicable  to  this  case.  Everybody  knows 
that  the  cost  of  living  in  this  city  has  doubled 
within  the  last  twelve  months.  This  man  is  barely 
able,  on  his  pay  of  fifty  dollars  permonth,  to  sup- 
port his  wife  and  family.  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  pay  its  employes,  whether 
they  hold  the  lowest  places  or  the  highest  places, 
a  fair,  full,  and  just  compensation,  and  I  hold  that 
this  is  a  case  in  which  such  a  fair  and  just  com- 
pensation is  not  allowed.  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  had  now  been  read  through. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  have  an  amendment  which 
I  desire  to  offer,  and  I  hope  the  committee  vvill 
listen  for  a  moment  to  two  letters  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Is  it  a  new  section  which 
the  gentleman  offers.' 

Mr.  HOLiMAN.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  to  add  to  the 
bill  the  following: 

For  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  Capitol  police 
niider  act  of  April  23,  1854,  to  be  expended  under  tlie  di- 
rection oftlieConunissioner  of  Public  Buildingi,  $1,374  84. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  that  a  paragraph  from  a 
communication  from  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  which  I  .send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  may 
be  read.     It  explains  this  matter. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follow.s: 

"  My  opinion  was  and  is  that  since  the  act  of  18.')4  the 
salaries  of  policemen  were  established  by  lavv,aMd-haa  not 
bi'cii  under  ilie  control  of  the  Presiding  Ofliccrs  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  (hat  tlie  old  as  well  as  the  new  police  are  en- 
tiUed  to  the  increase,  but  that  the  appropriation  of  18C3  be- 
ing intended  for  the  new,  they  must  first  be  paid,  and  thai 
a  new  appropriation  for  the  others  was  necessary." 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  desire  to  submit  a  word  of 


explanation,  as  many  members  of  the  present 
House  were  not  here  when  the  appropriation  of 
$9,500  was  made  at  the  last  session. 

By  the  act  of  1854,  according  to  the  decision  of 
the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  the  salary 
of  the  Capitol  police  was  fixed  at  $1,320  per  an- 
num. Prior  to  that  time  it  had  been  under  the 
control  of  the  Presiding  Officers  of  the  two 
Houses — the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  This 
salary  was  paid  regularly — as  it  was  to  all  oilier 
officers  whose  salaries  had  been  raised  twenty 
percent,  at  the  same  time — until  1859.  In  1859, 
however,  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  fixed  the  salary  of  the  Cap- 
itol police  at  $1,100  per  annum. 

The  matter  stood  in  that  way  until  the  last 
session  of  Congress.  Congress  then,  holding  that 
the  act  of  1854  had  fixed  the  salary,  and  that  it 
was  not  under  the  control  of  the  Presiding  Officers 
of  the  two  Houses,  made  an  appropriation  of 
$9,500,  which,  it  ^as  generally  understood  by 
the  members  upon  this  floor  at  that  time,  would 
be  sufficient  to  pay  the  amount  due  from  1859  up 
to  the  time  of  the  appropriation,  being  the  twenty 
per  cent,  increase  upon  their  salary. 

It  was  found  upon  examination  that  the  $9,500 
thus  appropriated  was  not  sufficient,  but  that  there 
was  a  deficiency  of  $928  to  pay  the  present  police. 
A  part  of  the  old  police  only  remain  upon  the 
present  force.  A  portion  of  them  went  out  on  the 
incoming  of  the  present  Administration,  and  the 
money  appropriated  was  applied  to  the  benefit  of 
those  who  were  upon  the  police  at  the  time  the 
appropriation  was  made,  although  the  appropria-  . 
tion  was  silent  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  should 
be  applied. 

Now,  the  object  of  my  amendment  is  to  appro- 
priate this  sum,  which  is  the  balance  due  to  the 
police  who  had  gone  out  of  office  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  appropriation  bill  of  last  year.  1  ask 
now  that  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  who  has  control  of  this  matter,  be 
read  at  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sarythat  the  letter  should  be  read.  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  let  the  vote  be  taken,  1  have  no  doubt 
his  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Very  well;  I  will  not  insist 
on  the  reading. 

Mr.  Holman's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAILY.  I  offer  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional section  to  the  bill: 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  penitentiary  at  the  town  of  Bcllevue,  in  the 
Territory  of  Nebraska,  $50,000  bo,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Governor  of  said  Territory,  provided  that  a  contract  with 
responsible  parties  can  be  made  to  complete  a  penitentiary 
suitable  to  tlie  wants  of  the  Territory  for  the  said  sum  of 
$50,000. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  appropriations  for  legisla- 
tive purposes  for  the  Territory  of  Nebraska  have 
been  exceedingly  small  for  the  last  two  years 
from  the  fact  that  we  have  been  using  the  unap- 
propriated balances  of  appropriations  for  former 
years,  and  it  is  only  $15,000  this  year. 

There  has  never  been  anything  appropriated 
for  the  building  of  a  penitentiary  in  that  Terri- 
tory, and  but  $50,000  was  appropriated  for  the 
building  of  a  capitol.  The  balance  of  the  money 
needed  for  that  purpose  was  raised  by  the  city  of 
Omaha,  and  tlie  capitol  was  completed. 

It  is  very  necessary  that  a  penitentiary  should 
be  built  there,  and  the  Government  would  save 
money  by  it,  as  it  is  now  at  great  expense  in 
guarding  prisoners  after  they  are  convicted.  In 
five  or  six  years  you  will  spend  twice  as  much  in 
guarding  prisoners  as  the  amount  now  proposed 
to  be  appropriated.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
committee  will  agree  to  my  amendment.  The  Go v- 
ernmentwill  save  money  by  it,  and  the  security  of 
lifi.-and  property  in  the  Territory  will  be  enhanced. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hardly  know  how  to  op- 
pose the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ne- 
braska, after  we  have  given  a  penitentiary  to 
Utah,  except  upon  the  ground  that  I  do  not  be- 
lieve Nebraska  needs  a  penitentiary.  I  understand 
that  there  arc  liaidly  any  malefactors  of  any  kind 
there,  but  that  the  people  are  the  most  moral  and 
correct  in  all  their  ileporlmcnt  of  those  of  any  of 
these  newTerritories.  It  seems  to  me  it  isalmoat 
casting  a  reproach  upon  them  to  suggest  that  there 
is  iii-cd  of  a  penitentiary  there  at  all.   [Laughter.] 

Mr.  DAILY.     It  is  true  that  the  actual  citi- 
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zens  of  Nebraska  are  characterized  by  as  much 
moral  purity  as  those  of  any  locality,  but  we 
have  a  great  many  renegades  from  Pennsylvania 
and  other  States  out  there  that  We  have  ta  take 
care  of.     [Much  lail^hter.] 

Mr.  STEVENS.  They  are  to  go  to  Utah. 
We  have  provided  for  them  there. 

Mr.  DAILY.  But  we  have  to  provide  for 
taking  care  of  them  while  they  are  on  their  way. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Oh,  they  will  never  stop  in 
such  a  barren,  worthless  country  as  that.  [Re- 
newed laughter.]  However,  the  House  may 
consent  to  provide  for  that  as  they  did  for  Utah. 
TIjc  object  is  the  same  in  both  instances. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  IMr.  Norton  reported  that  the 
committee  having  according  tfyDrder  had  the  state 
of  the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and 
particularly  tiie  bill  of  the  House  (No.  192)  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive, 
and  judicial  expenses  of^^thc  Government  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  18G5,  had  instructed  him  to 
report  the  same  back  to  the  House  with  sjundry 
amendments  thereto. 

iVIr.  STEVENS.  There  are  three  amendments 
upon  which  we  shall  have  to  have  a  separate  vote. 
The  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Grinnell]  indi- 
cated his  desire  to  have  a  vote  upon  the  salary  of 
6Q#ne  watchman;  and  the  amendments  for  peni- 
tentiaries in  Utah  and  Nebraska,  I  suppose,  will 
require  separate  votes.  If  there  be  no  objection 
I  propose  that  We  concur  in  the  other  amendments 
in  gross. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  desire  to  have  a  vote  upon 
this  appropriation  for  the  metropolitan  police.  I 
propose  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from  jl^nO,000 
to  $75,000. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  There  is  no  amendment 
making  such  a  proposition. 

iVIr.  GRINNELL.  I  desired  to  move  such  an 
amendment  in  committee,  but  it- was  said  th^t  the 
section  had  been  passed.  I  thought  it  was  un- 
derstood I  might  offer  it  in  the  House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  all  there  was  of  it 
was  that  the  gentleman  wished  to  go  back  and 
offer  an  amendment  for  which  he  did  not  obtain 
the  consent  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Notatall.  Ididpropose 
the  amendment  but  through  some  confusion  it  was 
not  voted  on.  I  understood  that  I  might  offer  it 
in  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  TheChair  will  state  that  he 
is  informed  by  the  Clerk  that  no  such  amend- 
ment was  received  or  reported  at  the  Clerk's  desk 
in  committee. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
give  me  an  opportunity  to  move  an  amendment 
in  regard  to  the  metropolitan  police. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  ac- 
commodate the  gentleman,  but  the  rules  of  the 
House  will  not  permit  it.  Any  amendment  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  must  be  first  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  amendments  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  except  the  three  designated, 
were  adopted  in  gross. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  move  the  previous 
question  on  the  bill  and  amendments.  Inasmuch, 
liowever,  as  we  should  probably  find  ourselves 
without  a  quorum  in  voting  upon  these  amend- 
ments, I  will  ask  that  by  general  consent  the  bill 
may  go  over  until  to-morrow  morning. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  accord- 
ingly postponed. 

BUSINESS  ON  THE  SPEAlvEll's  TABLE. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  move  to  proceed  to  the 
business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

STATE  OP  NEVADA. 

An  act  (S.  No.  96)  to  enable  the  pco|)le  of  Ne- 
vada to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  iiito  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  was 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  tabl-e,  and  read  a  first 
and  second  time. 

Mr.  COX.  I  mo*o  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Conj- 
mittoe  of  the  Wholo  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 


Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  will  suggest  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  1'erritories  has  just 
stepped  out  to  attend  a  funeral.  If  he  were  here, 
1  know  he  would  desire  some  other  disposition  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  COX.'  I  will  then  withdraw  that  motion, 
and  move  to  refer  the  bill  "to  the  Committee  on 
Territories. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  suggest  that 
the  Committee  onl  Territories,  having  been  just 
passed  in  the  call,  will  not  be  reached  again  for  a 
long  time,  if  at  all,  during  this  session.  It  may 
be  well  enough,  therefore,  to  allow  the  bill  to  be 
passed  over,  and  be  permitted  to  remain  on  the 
Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  BEAM'AN.  1  move  to  put  the  bill  on  its 
passage.  ^■ 

Mr.  COX.     I  want  to  examine  that  bill. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  Then  I  hone  it  will  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  on  the  Speaker  s  table. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Why  not  let  it  go  over 
to  the  day  when  we  consider  territoi^al  business.' 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories  is  necessarily  absent, 
and  I  ask  by  unanimous  consent  some  day  next 
week  be  set  apart  for  territorial  business. 

Mr.  COX.     What  day.? 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.     Say  Wednesday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  has  been  fixed  for  the 
consideration  of  business  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  will  say  Thursday, 
then. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  Washington.  One  day  is  not 
enough.     Say  Thursday  and  Friday. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Let  us  have  one  day  first. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  Let  us  have  Thursday, 
with  the  morning  hour,  and  I  think  we  can  get 
through  with  the  necessary  territorial  business. 
I  make  that  proposition. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  consider  the 
following  bills  postponed  to  Thursday  next: 

An  act  (S.  No.  96)  to  enable  the  people  of  Ne- 
vadato  form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
and  for  the  admission  of  .such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  and 

An  act  (S.  No.  9.7)  to  enable  the  people  of  Col- 
orado to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  COX  moved  to  reconsider  that  vote;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
NAVAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

The  next  bill  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table 
was  Senate  bill  No.  76,  relating  to  appointments 
in  the  naval  service, and  to  courts-martial;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

ACTING  ASSISTANT  PAYMASTEKS. 

The  next  bill  was  Senate  bill  No.  108,  relating 
to  acting  assistant  paymasters  in  the  Navy,  and 
regulating  the  appointment  of  cadets  in  the  Naval 
Academy;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

E.   F.  AND  SAMUEL  A.WOOD. 

The  next  bill  was  Senate  bill  No.  105,  for  the 
relief  of  E.  P.  and  Samuel  A.  Wood;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

CONSOLIDATION  OF  LAND  DISTRICTS. 

The  next  bill  was  Senate  bill  No.  117,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  consolidation  of  certain  surveyor  gen- 
erals'districts;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

INDIAN  INTERCOURSE  ACT. 

The  next  bill  was  Senate  bill  No.  120  to  amend 
an  actcnlilled  "  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  inter- 
course with  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace 
on  the  frontiers,"  approved  June  30, 1834;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  that  bill  be  put  on 
its  passage.  It  merely  changes  the  act  of  1834  so 
as  to  confiM- jurisdiction  on  the  circuit  court  as  well 
as  the  district  court. 

Mr.  COX.  Lctit  be  referred  to  the  Coinmittee 
on  the  Judisiary. 


Mr.  WILSON.  There  is  no  necessity  for  any 
reference. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  make  any  captious  ob- 
jection, but  the  bill  may  have  obnoxious  ])rovis- 
ions  in  it,  and  we  ought  to  have  it  considered. 
We  do  not  do  our  duty  unless  we  ask  for  an  ex- 
amination of  these  bills. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  have  examined  it,  and  it  is  a 
mere  copy  of  the  act  to  which  I  have  referred,  ex- 
cept that  it  provides  that  the  circuit  court  may 
have  jurisdiction  as  well  as  the  district  court. 
That  is  the  only  change. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  think  that  the  bill  should 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
It  strikes  me  that  it  gives  the  War  Department 
the  monopoly  of  the  liquor  traffic  among  the  In- 
dians. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

On  a  division,  there  were — ayes  63,  noe&  23; 
no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  WILSON  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Wilson  and 
Pendleton  were  appointed. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  the  tellers 
having  reported — ayes  64,  noes  33;  and  the  main 
question  was  then  ordered. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BLAIR,  of  West 
Virginia,  (at  fifteen  minutes  past  four  o'clock, 
p.  m.,)  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  JH«rc/i  11,  1864. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  PRO   TEMPORE. 
The  Secretary,  (John  W.   Forney,  Esq.) 
The  Secretary  has  received  the  following  letter 
from  the  Vice  President: 

Washington,  Merck  1],  1864. 
Sir  i  I  shall  be  absent  from  the  city  to-day.     Will  you 
please  communicate  the  information  to  the  Senate,  and 
oblige,  yours  truly,  HANNIBAL  HAMLIN. 

Colonel  John  W.  Forney,  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  Mr.  Foot,  of  Ver- 
mont, be  appointed  President  p?-o  tempore. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr.  Foot  took 
the  chair  and  called  the  Senate  to  order. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  appro  ved. 

PACIFIC    RAILROAD. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  communication  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Executive  Mansion,  March  9,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1st 
instant,  respecting  the  points  of  commencement  of  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad,  on  the  one  hundredth  degree  of 
west  loiiginide,  and  of  the  branch  road,  from  the  western 
boundary  of  Iowa  to  the  said  one  hundredth  degree  of  lon- 
gitude, I  transmit  the  accompanying  report  from  thu  Secre- 
tary (if  the  Interior,  containing  the  information  called  for. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  add  that,  on  the  17tli  day  of  Novem- 
ber last,  an  executive  order  was  made  upon  this  subject 
and  delivered  to  the  vice  president  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  which  fixed  the  point  on  the  western 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Iowa  from  which  the  company 
should  construct  their  branch  road  to  the  one  hundredth 
<lecree  of  west  longitude,  and  declared  it  to  be  within  the 
liniits  of  the  township  in  liuva  opposite  the  town  of  Omaha 
in  Nebraska.  Since  then  the  company  has  represented  to 
me  that  upon  actual  surveys  made  it  has  determined  upon 
the  precise  point  of  departure  of  their  said  branch  road  from 
the  Missouri  river,  and  located  the  same  as  described  in 
the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,^ 
which  point  is  within  the  llmius  designated  |n  the  order  of 
November  last;  and  inasmuch  as  that  order  Is  not  of  record 
in  any  of  the  Executive  Departments,  and  the  company 
having  desired  a  more  definite  one,  I  have  made  the  order, 
of  which  a  copy  is  herewith,  and  caused  the  same  to  bo 
filed  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Mr.  GRIMES".  I  move  that  that  coinmunica- 
tion,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  GRIMES  presented  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  Genei-ttl  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  rec- 
fcommcnding  certain  changes  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  July  1, 18G2,  establishingaPaaific 
railroad  and  branches;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  a  law  granting  bounties  to  all  soldiers 
who  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
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United  States  and  honorably  discharged  in  conse- 
quence of  disease  contracted  in  the  service;  whicii 
was  referred  to  the  Comnnittee  on  Military  Affairs 
and  the  Militia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HARRIS  presented  seven  petitions  of  cit- 
izens of  New  York,  praying  for  an  increase  of  fa- 
cilities for  the  transportation  of  mails,  passengers, 
and  freight  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Ocean  county.  New  Jersey,  praying  for  an  in- 
crease of  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  mails, 
passengers,  and  freight  between  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HARRIS,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tliat  the  petition  and  ottier  papers  in  tlie  case 
of  Catharine  Jacobs,  widow  of"  Francis  Jacobs,  a  waiter  in 
the  military  liouseliold  of  General  Washington  during  the 
.revolutionary  war,  praying  for  a  pension,  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

BILL  'introduced. 
Mr.  CLARK  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (S.  No.  34)  repealing  so  much  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  internal  revenue, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  March  4,  1864, 
as  imposes  an  additional  tax  upon  distilled  spir- 
its imported  from  foreign  countries;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committe'e  on  Finance. 

TREATY  WITH  THE  KICKAPOO  INDIANS. 

Mr.  BROWN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  transmit  to 
the  Senate  all  evidence  on  file  in  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior in  support  of  the  allegation  that  the  treaty  with  the 
Kickapoo  Indians,  concluded  June  28,  1862,  was  obtained 
by  fraud,  and  all  counter  evidence  thereto,  and  that  he  re- 
port whataction,  if  any,has  been  taken  by  the  Department 
to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect. 

BRANCH  PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  be 
instructed  to  consider  the  subject  of  aiding  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  VVarrensbiirg,  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
to  Emporia,  in  the  State  of  Kansas. 

ALMOND  D.  FISK. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  PatentOffice,  to  whom 
was  recommitted,  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Anthony,]  the  bill  (S. 
No.  112)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Almond  D. 
Fisif,  to  report  it  back  with  an  amendment,  and 
with  a  reaommendation  that  it  pass. 

Mr.  HOWE.  1  wish  the  Senate  would  indulge 
me  by  taking  up  that  bill  and  passing  it  at  the 
present  time.  It  was  recommitted  some  time  since 
at  the  request  of  the  Senator  fi-om  Rhode  Island, 
and  it  is  now  reported  with  his  consent.  I  pre- 
sume there  is  no  sort  of  objection  to  it.  It  is  a 
very  trifling  affair,  and  as  the  session  is  advancing 
it  should  be  passed  at  once,  or  it  may  be  lost. 

Therebeing  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill. 

The  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  PatentOffice 
reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment  in  line  four- 
teen after  the  word  "decided"  to  insert  the  words 
"notwithstanding  the  surrender  and  reissue  of 
March  G,  I860;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

And  the  Commissioner  is  directed  to  investigate  and  de- 
cide the  application  for  extension  on  the  same  evidence 
and  In  the  same  manner  as  other  applicationsfor  extension 
are  decided,  notwithstanding  the  surrender  and  reissue  of 
March  6,  1860. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  theSenate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

UNIVERSITY  LANDS  IN  WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  HARDING.  I  move  that  the  Senate  post- 
pone all  prior  orders,  and  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  116)  in  relation  to 
university  lands  in  Washington  Territory. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  As  it  is  declared  in  the  fourth  section 


of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  17,  1854, 
nmondatory  of  the  act  approved  September  27, 
1850,  creating  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of 
the  public  lands  in  Oregon,  &c.,  that  in  lieu  of  the 
two  townships  of  land  granted  to  the  Territory 
of  Oregon,  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  1850, 
for  universities,  there  shall  be  reserved  to  each  of 
the  Territories  of  Washington  and  Oregon  two 
townships  of  land  of  thirty-six  sections  each,  to 
be  selected  in  legal  subdivisions,  for  university 
purposes,  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislatures 
of  the  Territories  respectively;  and  as  it  is  repre- 
sented that  sales  have  been  made  by  territorial 
authorities  of  lands  selected  in  virtue  of  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  July  17,  1854,  authorising  selections 
to  be  reserved,  merely  under  the  conviction  that 
they  had  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  same  as  a 
fee  simple  grant;  the  bill  therefore  provides  that 
in  all  cases  of  sales  made  to  individuals  by  the 
territorial  authorities  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 
act,  in  which  it  may  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  such  sales 
were  bona  fide,  and  of  the  class  before  mentioned , 
and  that  the  tracts  so  sold  arc  selections  in  ail 
other  respects  regular  and  proper,  it  will  be  law- 
ful for  the  Secretary  to  approve  such  selection  as 
a  grant  in  fee  simple,  and  a  transcript,  certified 
under  the  seal  of  the  General  Land  Office  by  the 
Commissioner  thereof,  of  such  approval,  will  vest 
the  title  in  the  Teri'itory  and  in  its  bona  fide 
vendees. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  What  cominittee  does 
that  come  from.'  I  suppose  it  is  all  right,  but  I 
should  like  to  have  some  explanation  or  some 
information  about  it.  « 

Mr.  HARDING.  I  have  here  a  letter  fi-om  the 
Commissioner  ofPublic  Lands,  and  also  one  from 
the  district  attorney  of  Washington  Territory, 
which  can  be  read  for  the  information  of  the  Sen- 
ate if  it  is  desired.  The  condition  of  the  matter 
is  simply  this:  the  lands  reserved  to  Washington 
Territory  for  university  purposes  were  sold  by 
the  direction  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory 
and  the  money  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which 
the  lands  were  reserved.  This  bill  only  proposes 
to  confirm  the  lands  to  the  Territory,  instead  of 
reserving  them  until  the  Territory  becomes  a 
State. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Does  it  come  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.' 

Mr.  HARDING.     Yes,  sir. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading',  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

INTEREST  ON  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  move  to  postpone  all 
prior  orders,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  special 
order  which  comesup  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Chair 
will  take  that  to  be  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  as  it 
is  within  a  minute  of  the  time.  The  special  order 
of  the  day  for  this  hour  is  now  before  the  Senate, 
being  the  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  37)  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  antici- 
pate the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt. 
The  amendment  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Fin.ance  has  been  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  bill  has  been  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  on  the  question  of  concurring  in  the 
amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Hendricks]  offers 
an  amendment  to  that  amendment. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  As  the  Senate  has  taken 
no  action  on  that  amendment,  1  propose  to  mod- 
ify it  by  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  at  the  end  of  the 
amendment  of  the  committee,  these  words: 

In  payment  for  war  materials  and  supplies,  or  of  the 
debts  of  the  United  States  then  due:  Provided,  The  same 
be  paid  and  received  at  its  value  in  the  city  of  New  York 
as  compared  with  legal-tender  Treasury  notes. 

So  that  the  amendment  of  the  committee,  if 
amended,  will  read: 

And  he  [that  is,  the  Secretary]  is  liereby  authorized  to 
.dispose  of  any  gold  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
not  necessary  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  in  payment  for  war  materials  and  supplies,  or  of  the 
debts  of  the  United  States  then  due:  Provided,  The  same 
he  paid  and  reci'ived  at  its  value  in  the  city  of  New  York 
as  compared  with  legal-tender  Treasury  notes. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  It  is  compe- 
tent for  the  Senator  to  modify  or  withdraw  nis 
own  amendment;  and  the  question  now  is  on  his 
modified  amendment  to  the  nmondment  made  as 
in  Committee  of  the  .Whole. 


Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Mr.  President.  1  desire 
to  make  butone  or  two  remarks  to  the  Senate  upun 
this  proposition.  Yesterday  I  was  taken  much  by 
surprise  in  having  to  say  anything  or  to  propose 
any  amendment  to  this  measure,  for  I  had  not 
supposed  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  would 
report  a  proposition  such  as  was  reported  by  the 
Senator  from  Ohio;  and  I  waited,  hoping  that 
some  Senator  of  greater  experience  in  this  body 
than  myself  would  make  some  proposition  which 
would  secure  the  country  from  thedangers  to  be 
apprehended  in  placing  so  much  power  in  the 
hands  of  any  one  man.  Butthe  bill  was  about  to 
pass,  arid  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  propose  some 
amendment;and  I  proposed  theamendment  which 
I  have  withdrawn  this  morning.  After  more  re- 
flection, I  submit  the  amendment  which  is  now 
before  the  Senate;  and  I  believe  that  amendment 
accomplishes  every  right  purpose  that  can  be 
sought  by  this  measure. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  stated  to  the  Senate  when 
he  called  up  this  joint  resolution  yesterday,  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  hoarding 
gold;  that  it  was  of  no  value  to  her  thus  hoarded  up 
in  the  Treasury;  but  that  it  could  be  sold  ,  and  the 
Government  could  use  the  legal-tender  notes  at  a 
profit  to  her,  and  relieve  the  country  from  thein- 
juries  sustained  by  speculations  in  gold. 

The  purpose  of  distributing  the  money  from  tha 
Treasui-y  among  the  people  is  certainly  one  that 
I  approve.  I  desire  to  see  any  surplus  coin  in  the 
Treasury  by  some  proper  and  safe  mode  distrib- 
uted among  the  people  of  the  country,  that  it  may 
return  again  into  the  channels  of  commerce;  and  I 
propose  by  my  amendment  that  the  gold  in  the 
Treasury  not  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  either  when  that  interest  becomes  due 
or  in  advance, as  is  contemolated  by  the  measure 
before  the  Senate,  the  excess  may  be  used  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  paying  for  war  sup- 
plies or  in  paying  the  debts  of  the  Government  then 
due;  the  creditor  of  the  Government  or  the  person 
who  supplies  war  material  to  tlie  Government, 
receiving  the  gold  at  what  it  is  worth  in  the  city  of 
NewYork  as  compared  with  the  legal-tender  notes. 

If  this  amendment  be  adopted,  what  will  be  its 
effect.'  The  iTioney  will  be  paid  out,  not  in  any  very 
large  sums,  but  as  the  trade  of  the  people  with  the 
Government  will  require.  If  there  is  due  to  a 
citizen  f  100,000  for  supplies  to  the  Ann y,  he  would 
as  lief  take  tlie  gold  at  what  it  is  worth  as  compared 
with  legal-tender  notes  as  to  take  the  legal-tender 
notes,  for  it  is  to  him  of  the  same  value;  he  receives 
it  in  the  course  of  trade  and  he  uses  it  in  the  course 
of  trade. 

Thus,  I  apprehend,  and  I  think  we  have  good 
reason  to  suppose,  the  accumulations  in  the  Treas- 
ury of  coin  not  necessary  to  pay  the  interest, 
will  find  their  way  into  the  channels  of  trade  again, 
and  the  proper  effect  will' be  had  upon  the  price  of 
gold  in  the  market. 

What  is  the  effect  of  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  [Mr. Sherman,]  as  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance.'  It  will  enable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  throw  upon  the  mar- 
ket, perhaps  unexpectedly  to  the  country,  from 
six  to  twenty  million  dollars,  according  to  his 
showing.  The  effect  of  that  is  instantly  to  depre- 
ciate the  price  of  gold.  By  offering  so  much  in 
the  market,  the  Government  reduces  the  value  of 
the  article  she  wants  to  sell.  As  soon,  then,  as 
she  withdraws  herself  as  a  vender  in  the  market, 
gold  commences  to  go  up  again;  and  the  specu- 
lators in  gold  know  as  well  how  much  coin  there 
is  in  theTreasury,  I  presume,  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  himself  does.  While  the  Govern- 
ment is  attempting  to  sell  her  gold,  the  very  effort 
reduces  the  price,  and  she  gets  less  than  was  im 
mediately  before  the  value  of  gold  in  the  market, 
as  compared  with  legal-tender  notes;  and  as  soon 
as  she  has  disposed  of  what  she  has  to  sell,  the 
process  of  speculation,  of  carrying  the  gold  up 
again  in  the  market,  commences.  It  has  cor- 
rected the  evil  of  a  high  price  of  gold  to  the  loss 
of  the  Government,  but  has  not  relieved  the  coun- 
try from  the  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  gold  as 
compared  with  the  paper  currency  of  the  country. 

But  what  is  the  effect  of  the  proposition  that  I 
make,  sir?  It  is  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  use  the  gold  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
the  business  of  the  Department;  that  if  he  has  to 
pay  off  the  debts  of  the  Government,  or  if  he  lias 
to  pay  for  Army  supplies  aitd  materials,  he  may 
pay  the  gold  in  such  amounts  as  the  creditors  of 
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the  Government  require  at  the  time,  and  pay  it  at 
its  market  price.  Tliishas  no  sudden  efi'eci  upon 
the  price  of  gold,  and  the  Treasury  has  the  full 
benefit,  if  there  is  any  benefit  in  it,  of  tlie  price  of 
gold  at  that  time.  She  slmres  with  the  specula- 
tors in  tiic  country  the  benefit,  if  it  may  be  so 
called,  of  the  price  of  gold  at  that  time. 

As  I  tiiink,  sir,  this  will  meet  the  evil  that  is 
complained  of  without  bringing  on  the  country 
greater  evils,  in  my  judgment  the  Senate  ought 
to  adopt  it.  Is  it  the  purpose  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  control  the  price  of  gold  in  the  country 
merely  by  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury? That  ought  not  to  be.  Is  it  the  purpose  of 
the  Finance  Committee  to  control  the  price  of  gold 
in  the  country  by  throwing  out  into  the  channels 
of  trade  the  accumulations  of  the  Treasury .'  That 
is  right;  I  jiave  no  objection  to  that;  but  lot  that 
be  done  in  the  course  of  the  business  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department;  let  us  pay  the  gold  out  as  it  may 
be  required  in  the  business  of  the  Department  at 
such  prices  as  then  control  this  article  in  the  mar- 
ket at  New  York. 

I  said  yesterday  about  all  I  desired  to  say  in 
objection  to  tlie  very  dangerous  power  that  this 
measure  of  the  Finance  Committee  would  confer 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  was  an- 
swered by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  by  the  assur- 
ance that  iVIr.  Cliase  was  entitled  to  the  confidence 
»)f  the  country;  that  we  had  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  he  would  not  use  this  extraordinary 
power  to  the  prejudice  of  the  business  interests 
of  the  country  or  to  enrich  his  friends.  1  thought 
it  was  a  sufiicient  reply  to  say  that  such  power 
ought  not  to  be  conferred  upon  any  man.  The 
best  of  men  are  under  the  influence  of  social  re- 
lations, of  friund.ship;  and  when,  by  communi- 
cating a  word,  a  single  word  to  a  friend,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  can  make  him  a  rich  man, 
by,  at  the  same  time,  disturbing  the  course  of 
trade  and  business  in  the  country,  by  disturbing 
the  price  of  every  article  that  the  trading  part  of 
the  community  hold  in  market,  I  do  not  like  to 
trust  to  any  man  such  power,  and  I  do  not  think 
the  Senate  ought  to  do  it  when  it  is  unnecessary 
to  do  it. 

The  SenatOK  intimated  thattheSecretary  of  the 
Treasury  could  have  no  favorites.  I  do  nottliink 
the  most  ardent  friend  of  this  Administration  will 
claim  that  its  history  justifies  the  Senate  in  legis- 
lating upon  the  proposition  that  Secretaries  have 
no  favorites,  if  1  were  to  refer  to  the  speech 
which  was  so  eloquently  quoted  by  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  [Mr.  Nesmith]  the  other  day,  the 
speech  of  ilicScnator  fiom  New  Hampshire  now 
absent  from  his  scat,  [Mr.  Hale,]  1  think  1  should 
have  no  difficulty  in  proving  that  the  Navy  De- 
partment has  had  favorites,  who  have  become 
very  rich  because  of  their  relations  with  the  head 
of  that  Department.  The  reports  to  this  body,  1 
believe,  establish  that  fact.  I  might  refer  to  the 
fact  that  a  banking  company  has  been  made  very 
rich  by  its  intimate  relations  with  the  Treasury 
Department.  Perhaps  a  million  dollars  has  been 
made  by  the  firm  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  by  being 
made  the  special  anil  exclusive  agent  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  in  disposing  of  the  bonds  of  the 
Government,  which  might  have  been  disposed  of 
by  the  ordinary  machinery  of  that  Department. 
And  does  the  Senator  then  say,  after  one  firm  has 
been  thus  enriched  by  its  relations  with  the  head 
of  ihe'l'ieasury  Department,  that  we  shall  not  as- 
sume that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  have 
favorites,  men  that  he  would  desire  to  enrich.' 

But  the  Senator  .says  that  these  sales  ought  not 
to  be  made  after  )^uijlic  notice,  else  the  specu- 
lators in  the  city  of  New  York  will  combine  to 
bring  the  price  down,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Then,  of  cour.se,  we  have  to  trust  to 
the  few  men  who  may  have  some  knowledge  in 
the  Treasury  Department  that  the  Secretary  is 
going  to  sell  gold.  1  do  not  know  who  would  be 
called  to  ilie  Treasury  Department  on  that  occa- 
sion. The  Secretary,  this  week  say,  decides  that 
he  will  sell  gold  ne.xt  week,  on  next  Wednesday. 
How  is  lie  going  to  sell  the  gold?  Somebody 
must  know  it  if  he  sells.  1  would  not  |)resumc 
that  any  Senator  would  know  of  that  sale  by  any 
direct  communication  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  It  would  he  barely  possible  that  some 
Senator  might  hear  of  it.  There  might  be  a  ru- 
mor— and  it  is  difficult  to  prevent  rumors  getting 
out  of  the  Departmeitts,  it  is  said — there  might  be 
a  vague  rumor  that  on  a  particular  day  the  Sec- 


retary of  the  Treasury  was  going  to  sell  in  some 
private  way  or  other  in  the  'I'reasury  Department 
from  ten  to  twenty  million  dollars  of  gold;  and  I 
can  conceive  that  some  Senators  would  have  an  in- 
terest in  seeing  how  that  was  done,  and  perhaps 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  because  of  his  intimate  per- 
sonal relations  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  his  great  admiration  for  that  officer,  would 
go  up  to  see  what  took  place.  If  during  his  in- 
terview Messrs.  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  were  to  come 
into  the  council-room  where  this  business  was 
being  transacted,  and  no  other  businessmen  of  the 
country  were  to  come  there,  this  rich  banking  firm 
that  has  been  made  rich  by  the  drippings  from 
the  Treasury  was  to  be  represented  by  its  head 
and  financial  manager,  I  ask  if  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  would  not  feel  mortified  at  his  position,  that 
he  had  been  instrumental  in  carrying  through  this 
body  as  the  representative  of  this  measure  from 
the  Finance  Committee  a  proposition  that  gave 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  power  to 
sell  the  people's  gold,  and  nobody  in  the  United 
States  knew  it  except  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.? 

How  many  of  the  bankers  of  this  country  knew 
that  one  fourth  or  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  was  to 
be  paid  upon  the  sale  of  the  Government's  bonds 
a  year  and  a  quarter  ago?  How  many  bankers 
knew  that  they  would  have  an  opportunity  to  be- 
come the  agents  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
that  sale  ?  1  think  not  one  western  bank  knew  of 
it.  The  first  that  wds  known.  Jay  Cooke  &  Co. 
were  advertising  to  sell  the  Government's  bonds. 
And  how  shall  the  people  that  want  to  buy  the 
gold  or  the  bankers  that  may  want  to  buy  this 
gold  from  the  Government,  know  when  this  sale 
takes  place? 

Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  objections  to  the 
proposition  are  so  great  that  the  Senate  will  not 
entertain  it;  especially  when  every  advantage  de- 
sired by  the  Finance  Committee  can  be  secured 
by  the  amendment  that  I  have  offered  without  the 
evils  that  would  attend  the  measure  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  have  a 
few  words  to  say  in  reply  to  the  remarkable  and 
unjust  attack  made  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  but  before 
doing  so  let  me  examine  for  a  moment  his  pro- 
posed amsndment.  He  has  considered  this  mat- 
ter; he  has  thought  of  it  over-night;  and  what  is 
the  result  of  his  reflection?  He  says  we  must  pay 
out  this  gold;  we  must  get  rid  of  it;  and  what  does 
he  propose  to  do  with  it?  He  proposes  to  select 
as  the  favorite  bcneficiariesof  the  Government  the 
contractors  who  furnish  supplies.  He  forgets  the 
soldier;  he  forgets  the  pensioner;  he  forgets  all  the 
varied  character  of  persons  who  receive  money 
from  the  Treasury,  and  he  selects  the  contractors, 
who  alone  under  his  amendment  would  receive 
the  gold  from  the  Treasury,  and  who  must  receive 
it  at  its  current  market  value. 

1  do  not  see  any  reason  why  any  class  of  pub- 
lic creditors  should  be  selected  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  this  gold.  If  we  could  select  a  limited 
cla.ss  of  public  creditors  who  were  entitled  from 
their  peculiar  merits  to  receive  this  money,  that 
might  be  one  way  of  getting  rid  of  it.  The  Sen- 
ator might  have  provided  that  it  should  be  paid 
to  the  members  of  Congress.  Tliat  would  have 
relieved  him,  and  relieved  us  all;  or  he  might  have 
provided  that  it  should  be  paid  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  other  executive  officers, 
and  the  judges  of  the  courts;  but  if  wc  were  to 
offer  such  a  |)roposition  as  that  he  would  say  that 
it  was  very  corrupt.  He  might  have  provided 
that  it  should  be  paid  to  the  soldiers.  The  an- 
swer to  that  would  be  that  the  amount  would  be 
totally  inadequate  to  |)ay  the  soldiers.  You  can- 
not makeanydiscriminaiion  between  the  diflerent 
classes  of  creditors.  However,  after  serious  re- 
flection, the  Senator  has  finally  selected  the  con- 
tractors, the  men  who  are  cheating  the  Govern- 
ment, according  to  the  declarations  1  have  so  often 
heard  from  his  side  of  the  House.  They  are^o 
receive  this  gold,  a))d  nobody  else.  They  arc  the 
favored  beneficiaries;  the  contractors,  too,  who 
furnish  supplies  not  of  food, but  the  gun  contract- 
ors, the  vessel  owners,  the  favored  transportation 
agents  of  the  Government. 

The  honorable  Senator  has  been  at  the  head  of 
one  of  the  leading  bureaus  of  this  Government, 
and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  tell  him  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
purchase  of  these  aupplics;  that  he  does  not  pay  out 


money  to  contractors;  that  he  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  purchase  of  arms,  or  supplies, 
or  anything  of  that  kind.  This  is  the  business  of 
quartermasters,  commissaries,  and  Navy  agents, 
who  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  need  not  tell  the  Senator  that,  be- 
cause he  knows  it.  Why,  then,  this  declaration? 
Why,  then,  require  the  Secretary  to  pay  out  this 
money,  so  desirable  now  not  only  for  speculative 
purposes,  but  for  its  intrinsic  value,  to  this  fa- 
vored class  of  creditors  ?  He  knows  that  the  prop- 
osition is  absurd;  that  the  Secretary  cannot  dis- 
criminate between  the  payment  of  these  different 
debts;  and  that  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  making 
contracts,  buying  arms  or  supplies,  or  disburs- 
ing money  for  them. 

There  is  another  objection  to  the  Senator's 
amendment.  He  proposes  to  set  aside  this  gold 
for  a  special  purpose.  It  would  be  impossible, 
as  the  Senator  knows  very  well,  to  keep  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Treasury  Department  in  this  mode. 
How  much  should  be  paid  to  each?  How  could 
the  disbursing  and  accounting  officers  know  pre- 
cisely the  market  value  of  gold  when  it  varies  day 
by  day,  sometimes  in  a  single  day  five  per  cent.! 
How  could  they  keep  their  accounts?  How 
could  they  be  audited?  The  proposition  is  ab- 
surd, and  the  Senator  must  be  aware  of  it. 

Mr.  President,  the  Senator  attacks  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  makes  a  grave  charge 
which  I  am  able  to  repel,  and  repel  promptly.  He 
says  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  en- 
riched a  private  firm  by- favoritism;  and  he  inti- 
mates and  strongly  insinuates  that  if  this  power  is 
given  the  Secretary  will  further  enrich  that  firm. 
This  is  a  serious  imputation;  and  I  am  very  glad  to 
be  able  to  answer  it.  The  firm  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Co. 
is  an  old,  leading  banking-house  in  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, in  no  way  connected  with  the  present 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  directly  or  indirectly, 
either  by  blood  or  marriage.  That  firm  was  not 
employed  as  agent,  but  its  leading  member.  Jay 
Cooke, was  employed  asagenttonegotiatethefive- 
twenty  loan  only  after  other  expedients  had  been 
tried  and  failed.  He  was  selected  because  of  his 
greafractivity  and  success  in  promoting  the  nego- 
tiation ofpriorloans,and  for  his  undoubted  stand- 
ing and  credit.  The  remarkable  success  that  has 
attended  his  agency  fully  justifies  his  employment. 
When  the  herculean  task  of  providing  money  for 
our  vast  expenditure  rested  upon  the  Secretary 
he  found  himself  crippled  by  legal  restrictions  con- 
tained in  the  sub-Treasury  law,  and  compelled  to 
deal  only  with  the  few  who  control  money  opera- 
tions in  New  York  and  other  eastern  cities.  Most 
of  these  were  patriotic  men,  and  cheerfully  aided 
the  Government  to  the  extent  of  their  abilities. 
The  first  loans  were  made  through  their  agency, 
but  with  what  result?  The  long  bonds  due  in 
1881,  principal  and  interest  payable  in  gold,  were 
negotiated  at  about  ninety-two  cents  oft  the  dol- 
lar, and  compared  with  previous  loans  this  was 
considered  a  financial  success.  These  very  bonds 
are  now  worth  one  hundred  and  fourteen  cents  for 
the  dollar  in  the  same  market.  He  also  through  the 
same  agencies  and  in  the  same  markets  sold  what 
are  called  the  seven-thirty  bonds  at  par.  These 
bonds  bear  the  rate  of  interest  designated  by  their 
name,  payable  in  gold,  and  are  convertible  into 
twenty-year  bond.s,  interest  and  principal  paya- 
ble in  gold.  Such  was  thecondition  of  the  money 
market  when,  in  February,  1862,  the  five-twenty 
loan  was  authorized.  This  loan  was  far  less  de- 
sirable than  either  of  those  that  preceded  it.  The 
rate  of  interest  was  limited  to  six  per  cent.,  and 
the  principal  was  payable  at  any  time  after  five 
years  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government.  This 
loan  remained  in  the  market  for  nearly  a  year 
without  success,  and  during  that  time  various  ef- 
forts were  made  by  the  Secretary  to  negotiate  it. 
He  solicited  ofl'ers  in  New  York  without  success 
or  only  at  a  considerable  discount  below  par.  In- 
deed, there  was  not  suflicieiit  volume  of  currency 
in  New  York  to  absorb  the  loan  rapidly  enough 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Government.  It  be- 
came manifest  that  if  taken  it  could  only  be  by 
[)opularizing  it,  by  seeking  purchasers  among  the 
mass  of  the  peo[)le  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
no  longer  to  rely  upon  the  capital  accumulated  in 
the  money  centers.  How  was  this  to  be  done? 
The  Treasury  Department  was  not  adapted  to  the 
management  of  such  a  business.  There  were  no 
officers  who  could  be  charged  with  it.  All  the 
bureaus  were  crowded,  and  even  if  more  clerks 
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had  been  employed  the  red  tape  of  bureaucracy 
would  not  allow  the  energy  and  dispatch  required 
for  such  an  undertaking.  Besides,  the  law  regu- 
lating the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  public 
money  presented  insuperable  barriers  to  a  direct 
negotiation  of  the  loan  between  the  Treasury  and 
the  people.  By  law  nothing  but  money  can  be  re- 
ceived at  the  Treasury.  No  bank  bills,  drafts, 
checks,  certificates,  or  any  of  the  varied  forms  of 
commercial  paper  could  be  received  in  the  Treas- 
ury in  payment  of  this  loan,  and  without  the 
agency  of  these  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
the  people  to  have  transmitted  their  money  to  the 
Treasury  without  incurring  an  expense  and  risk 
in  the  form  of  express  charges,  exchange,  danger 
of  loss,  and  the  like,  that  would  have  defeated  the 
loan. 

When  these  difficulties  became  obvious,  and 
only  then,  the  Secretary  resorted  to  private  en- 
terprise, and  selected  Jay  Cooke — a  gentleman 
of  established  credit,  of  known  energy — and  con- 
tracted for  the  smallest  compensation,  it  is  be- 
lieved, ever  paid  for  negotiating  a  large  loan  by 
any  (iovernment.  To  try  the  experiment,  the 
amount  to  be  negotiated  was  first  limited  to 
1)10,000,000,  and  afterwards  extended  as  it  proved 
successful.  Under  this  arrangement  was  organ- 
ized the  vast  machinery  that  resulted  in  enlisting 
every  bank  and  banker,  and  almost  every  news- 
paper in  the  United  States,  in  advocating  the  loan. 
The  agent  shared  his  commission  with  any  re- 
sponsible bank,  banker,  or  individual,  who  would 
aid  him  and  advertise  the  merits  of  the  loan  in 
all  newspapers  without  regard  to  politics,  until 
the  five-twenty  loan" and  its  merits  stared  in  the 
face  of  the  people  in  every  household  from  Maine 
to  California.  Thus  was  established  this  agency; 
and  what  was  the  result?  The  people  everywhere, 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  came  with  their  little 
earnings,  some  more,  some  less,  and  poured  them 
into  the  Treasury,  taking  in  return  the  pledge  of 
the  Government  to  repay  their  loans.  The  money 
of  the  people  in  little  streams  and  rivulets  poured 
into  the  national  Treasury,  and  thus  sustained 
the  national  life.  Sir,  it  was  only  through  a  pri- 
vate agency  that,  under  existing  laws,  the  Secre- 
tary could  reach  out  and  receive  these  loans  of 
the  people;  and  he  would  have  been  wanting  in 
the  first  requisite  of  his  office  if,  crippled  by  pre- 
cedent or  controlled  by  capital,  he  had  failed  to 
make  the  effort. 

But  the  Senator  says  that  an  enormous  com- 
mission was  given  to  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  and  that 
it  was  done  secretly;  that  the  bankers  in  the 
West  did  not  know  that  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  re- 
ceived this  commission.  The  Senator  is  mis- 
taken. The  amount  paid  to  Jay  Cooke  was 
published  in  the  newspapers,  was  known  as 
publicly  and  broadly  as  the  five-twenty  loan ;  and 
not  only  so,  but  every  bank  and  banker,  and 
every  agent  who  was  employed  in  the  negotia- 
tion of  the  loan,  received  two  thirds  of  the  very 
commission  that  the  Senator  talks  about.  The 
entire  expense  to  the  United  States  of  negotiating 
the  loan  was  limited  to  three  eighths  of  one  per 
cent.,  and  every  bank  and  banker  employed  re- 
ceived one  fourth  of  one  per  cent.,  so  that  there 
was  left  to  Cooke  only  one  eighth  of  one  percent. 

Out  of  the  commission  allowed  the  agent  paid 
all  the  expenses  of  this  loan.  Let  us  see  the  na- 
ture of  these  expenses.  He  paid  a  large  part  of 
an  extensive  system  of  advertising,  a  part  being 
paid  by  the  local  agents.  He  paid  for  the  distri- 
bution of  pamphlets  and  tracts,  and  the  postage 
on  them,  spread  broadcast  over  the  country.    He 

Eaid  the  express  charges  for  transmitting  the 
onds  from  this  city  to  the  most  remote  parts  of 
the  country,  and  in  sums  so  small  that  in  many 
cases  these  charges  alone  far  exceeded  the  entire 
commission.  He  paid  the  large  expenditure 
caused  by  the  management  and  distribution  of 
this  loan,  involving  frequent  correspondence  with 
twenty-five  hundred  agents,  the  postage  and  tele- 
graphing alone  amounting  to  large  sums.  He 
organized  a  corps  of  business  men  and  clerks,  for 
each  of  whom  he  was  responsible,  and  who, 
from  this  fact,  and  from  the  opportunity  and 
temptation  of  peculation,  he  had  to  select  with 
great  care  and  at  large  salaries.  I  have  no  data 
from  wh  ich  to  state  these  expenditures,  but  1  leave 
each  Senator  to  conjecture  the  amount. 

Aside  from  these  expenses,  all  of  which  were 
paid  out  of  the  commission,  remember  the  fearful 
risk  Ibis  agent  asaumcd.   He  not  only  .staked  his 


personal  fortune,  said  to  be  large,  but  he  was  re- 
quired by  the  Secretary  to  give,  and  did  give,  addi- 
tional security  in  the  form  of  a  bond  and  collaterals 
to  the  amount  of  more  than  a  million  dollars.  By 
the  necessities  of  the  business  he  was  compelled  to 
receive  as  money  all  forms  of  commercial  paper, 
drafts,  checks,  and  certificates,  drawn  in  remote 
States  and  villages,  and  to  negotiate  and  collect 
these  by  his  own  personal  responsibility.  He 
could  notpay  these  into  the  Treasury,  but  was  re- 
quired to  pay  money,"  lawful  money  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  and  the  subscription  was  only  com- 
plete when  this  actual  money  was  paid  into  the 
Treasury.  Bank  bills  would  notanswer,  and  we 
know  from  the  public  journals  that  United  States 
money,  or  greenbacks,  were  everywhere  held  in 
preference  to  bank  bills  or  drafts.  And  yet  he  had 
to  make  the  conversion  at  his  own  risk,  and  if  any 
loss  occurred  by  counterfeit  bills  or  broken  banks, 
by  forgery  or  fraud,  he  had  to  deduct  it  from  their 
one  eighth  of  one  percent,  commission.  It  was 
this  difficulty  of  using  bank  or  commercial  paper 
in  dealing -with  the  United  States  that  made  the 
employment  of  intermediate  pri.vate  agencies  in 
negotiating  this  loan  not  merely  a  choice  of  expe- 
dients, but  an  absolute  necessity,  and  for  this  pro- 
vision of  law  the  Senator  is  far  more  responsible 
than  I,  as  I  believe  he  has  always  supported  the 
sub-Treasury  law. 

Again,  sir,  in  the  change  of  commercial  money 
into  United  States  money  there  was  often  neces- 
sarily a  loss  of  interest.  This  might  not  be  no- 
ticed in  the  transactions  of  an  individual,  but  when 
it  is  remembered  that  one  week's  interest  is  equiv- 
alentto  the  netcommission  received  by  theagent, 
it  will  be  perceived  that  this  necessary  loss  is  im- 
portant. All  these  facts,  with  many  others  that  do 
not  now  occur  to  me — for  this  debate  is  sprung  upon 
me — entered  into  the  view  of  the  Secretary  when 
he  made  this  arrangement,  and  I  submit  if  it  is 
just  or  fair  to  arraign  him  on  a  charge  involving 
his  integrity  when  it  is  apparent  that  in  the  whole 
transaction  he  studiously  guarded  the  public  inter- 
ests, and  secured  a  successful  loan  on  the  most 
favorable  terms. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  agent  did  not 
get  commission  on  all  the  five-twenty  loan.  -One 
hundred  and  forty-seven  million  five  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  of  it 
was -subscribed  directly  with  the  Assistant  Treas- 
urers and  depositaries,for  which,  though  secured 
mainly  through  his  exertions,  he  received  no  com- 
pensation atall.  The  subscriptions  made  through 
the  general  agent  amounted  in  exact  figures  to 
jJ361,827,950.  The  aggregate  expenses  incurred 
in  disposing  of  this  sum  is  5^1,331,372  84,  of  which 
one  third  was  paid  to  the  general  agent  for  his 
compensation.  The  loan  reached,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, $510,139,400,  and  the  total  expense  was 
$1,452,598  17,  or  a  fraction  less  than  three  tenths 
of  one  per  cent.,  or  eighteen  days' interest  on  the 
loan.  And  for  this  cost  to  the  Government  the 
agent  incurred  fearful  risks,  and  paid  enormous 
sums  for  advertising,  telegraphing,  expressing, 
postage,  and  clerk  hire,  and  placed  the  money 
in  the  Treasury  without  the  loss  to  the  United 
States  of  a  single  dollar,  the  delay  of  a  single  day, 
or  the  interruption  of  any  of  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Did  they  pay  all  the  expenses 
out  of  their  percentage? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  They  paid  all  the  expenses 
out  of  their  commission.  It  cost  the  United  States 
not  one  dollar,  not  one  cent,  except  the  commis- 
sion of  three  eighths  of  one  per  cent.,  two  thirds 
of  which  was  allowed  to  the  local  agents  all  over 
the  United  Slates.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  says 
this  was  done  secretly.  I  will  venture  the  asser- 
tion that  in  the  city  in  which  he  lives  every  bank 
and  banker  was  employed  and  knew  all  about  the 
terms  of  the  loan,  and  received  two  thirds  of  the 
commission  for  their  own  services. 

Mr.  President,  grave  charges  of  this  kind  ought 
not  to  be  made  against  public  servants  unless 
there  is  good  ground  for  them.  I  say  that  Gov- 
ernor Chase  never  resorted  to  this  admirable  mode 
of  negotiating  a  loaji  until  all  other  means  had 
been  tried  and  failed.  I  will  further  say  that  no 
loan  has  ever  been  negotiated  by  any  Govern- 
ment in  the  world  at  a  less  expense  than  that  at 
which  this  loan  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Was  it  all  taken  at  par? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     It  was  all  taken  at  par, 


every  dollar  of  it.  I  have  examined  the  loans 
made  by  the  British  and  French  Governments,  and 
I  find  that  the  ordinary  allowance  there  in  the 
form  of  expenses  is  from  one  halfofone  per  cent, 
to  one  percent.,  and  besides, various  faeilitiesare 
allowed.  The  saving  in  the  mere  matter  of  ex- 
change to  the  Government  is  equal  to  one  half  of 
one  per  cent.  The  saving  of  interest  was  very 
great.  These  bonds  were  never  issued  for  some 
days  and  sometimes  weeks  after  the  Government 
actually  received  the  money.  They  were  dated 
as  of  the  time  when  the  money  was  paid  into  the 
sub-Treasury.  All  the  loss  of  exchange,  all  the 
loss  in  ti-ansmitting  the  money  to  the  Government, 
fell  upon  pri  vateindividuals,or  upon  these  agents; 
and  that  alone,  if  the  business  had  been  carried  on 
by  the  Government,  would  have  amounted  to  fully 
one  halfofone  per  cent. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana will  now,  in  the  face  of  these  statements  known 
to  every  person  who  has  taken  any  part  in  ne- 
gotiating this  loan,  withdraw  the  insinuation  he 
has  made  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
So  far  from  favoring  the  general  agent  to  the  det- 
riment of  the  public  service,  it  will  be  found  that 
he  has  held  him  to  a  strict  accountability,  and  I 
shall  be  very  willing  to  have  any  inquiry  made 
as  to  the  negotiation  of  this  loan,  and  whether  he 
has  realized  as  the  result  of  his  labor  and  risks 
more  than  a  reasonable  compensation.  He  was 
a  wealthy  banker  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  his 
fortune  was  made  before  this  war  commenced. 
The  Secretary  employed  him  precisely  as  he 
would  employ  any  other  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  was  induced  to  employ  him  because 
he  was  active,  efficient,  able,  and  expert  in  the 
negotiation  of  the  seven-thirty  loan,  and  he  only 
employed  him  after  every  other  expedient  had 
failed;  and  the  result  of  this  employment  was  a 
most  admirable  and  wonderful  success.  Sir,  if 
two  years  ago, when  we  authorized  the  five-twenty 
loan,  any  man  had  then  said  to  me  that  the  whole 
of  that  loan  would  be  taken  at  par,  and  that  our 
bonds  would  now  be  above  par,  1  should  have 
believed  it  to  be  impossible;  and  yet  such  has 
been  the  result. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  says  not  one  kind 
word  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  main- 
taining the  credit  of  this  Government  through  all 
this  period  of  unparalleled  expenditure.  He  has 
not  for  that  officer  one  single  word  of  commenda- 
tion. He  merely  throws  out  an  insinuation  that 
the  Secretary  has  enriched  private  individuals  at 
the  expense  of  the  Government,  that  he  has  se- 
lected private  citizens,  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government  has  heaped  treasure  upon  them. 
This  is  totally  gratuitous. 

I  ask  him  now  in  candor,  what  Qther  course 
could  have  been  pursued?  Suppose  Mr.  Chase 
had  advertised  in  the  city  of  New  York  the  five- 
twenty  loan,  how  much  of  it  would  have  been 
taken?  New  York  only  contains  about  one  sev- 
enth of  the  circulating  fluid  of  the  country,  or,  if 
I  may  use  that  term,  the  blood  of  the  country, 
the  money  of  the  country;  the  plan  of  negotia- 
ting only  in  the  city  of  New  York  would  have 
been  like  that  formerly  adopted  in  France,  of  only 
negotiating  in  the  city  of  Paris.  It  was  Louis 
Napoleon — and  to  him  I  give  much  more  credit 
forability  than  do  many  of  my  countrymen — who 
appealed  from  the  Paris  Bourse  to  the  people  of 
France.  He  resorted  to  precisely  the  same  ex- 
pedient that  was  resorted  to  here.  He  invited 
loans  from  all  parts  of  France;  he  took  one  hun- 
dred francs  from  the  poorest  laborer  in  any  por- 
tion of  France,  an(i  gave  him  the  Government 
rentes  for  it.  So  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
instead  of  going  into  the  glutted  market  of  New 
York, where  business  had  been  accumulated  tea 
great  extent  by  the  war,  left  that  field  and  gave 
the  people  of  New  York  only  the  same  advant- 
age which  was  given  to  all  other  citizens.  The 
Secretary  selected  an  agent  who,  from  his  purity 
of  character,  from  the  fact  that  he  had  held  no 
office  of  the  Government,  from  his  active  effi- 
ciency in  negotiating  former  loans,  from  his  un- 
doubted character  and  standing  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  where  he  had  lived  for  oyer  twenty 
years, as  a:  successful  banker,  would  be  likely  to 
succeed  in  distributing  the  loan  and  inducing  peo- 
ple to  take  it.  The  Secretary  selected  him,  and 
upon  a  commission  announced  beforehand  to  be 
divided  by  him  with  all  the  dillercnt  banks  and 
agents  throughout  the  country  he  negotiated  the 
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five-twenty  loan.  I  say  tlmt  if  the  Secretnry  had 
•  pursued  any  other  plan,  if  he  liad  gone  to  New 
York  and  advertised  the  loan  in  tlie  ordinary  form, 
the  result  would  have  been  that  the  five-twenty 
bonds  wcnild  have  gone  down,  precisely  as  the 
bonds  of  England  did,  to  forty,  fifty,  or  sixty 
cents  on  the  dollar. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ought  to 
pursue  this  argument  further.  I  could  not  hear 
such  charges  and  say  less  in  vindication  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In  regard  to  this  loan 
as  well  as  to  all  the  other  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment with  which  I  am  familiar,  he  has  con- 
ducted his  important  business  with  a  single  eye 
to  the  public  credit  and  honor.  Whenever  any 
imputations  are  made  on  a  public  servant  that  1 
know  are  unjust  I  caimot  help  but  repel  them; 
and  I  tiust  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  on  the  state- 
ment I  have  made,  if  he  is  satisfied  with  it,  will 
at  once  say  so. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Does  the  Senator  know  how 
many  persons  have  subscribed  to  the  five-twenty 
loan? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  were  twenty-five 
hundred  agents.  The  precise  number  of  persons 
interested  cannot  be  stated,  for  many  of  the  sub- 
scriptions were  by  banks;  but  I  have  no  doubt 
that  three  million  persons  are  interested  in  the 
five-twenty  loan.  The  stockholders  of  every  bank 
which  subscribed  for  it  are  interested,  and  I  do 
not  know  but  that  my  estimate  is  too  small.  I 
know  that  in  the  portion  of  Oliio  where  I  live 
there  is  scarcely  an  independent  farmer  or  me- 
chanic who  has  not  more  or  less  of  the  five-twenty 
loan.  It  has  been  taken  by  servants,  laborers, 
mechanics,  persons  in  every  condition  and  degree 
of  life,  poor  and  rich.  This  is  one  of  the  great 
benefits  of  the  system  adopted.  If  this  loan  had 
been  sold  in  gross  in  the  city  of  New  York  as 
former  loans  were  negotiated,  it  would  have  been 
held  there  in  bulk,  or  transported  to  Europe  and 
made  the  basis  of  large  importations.  As  it  is,  it 
13  held  by  our  own  people. 

I  doubt  now  whether  of  the  §1,500,000,000  of  our 
indebtedness,  $200,000,000,  or  even  $150,000,000 
of  it  is  held  abroad.  That  which  does  not  bear 
interest  is  our  common  circulating  medium,  the 
basis  of  exchange.  The  five-twenty  loan  is  nearly 
all  held  in  this  country  in  small  sums  and  well 
distributed.  So  little  of  our  legal-tender  circula- 
tion is  held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  that  when 
it  became  necessary  last  November  to  sell  some 
$30,000,000  of  what  are  called  IM  five  per  cent, 
niterest-bcaring  notes,  there  was  not  United  States 
money  enough  in  the  city  of  New  York  to  pay  for 
them,  and  the  banks  had  to  appeal  for  terms  and 
time  in  order  to  pay  the  money  into  the  Treasury. 
And,  sir,  if-the  whole  five-twenty  loan  had  been 
thrown  upon  the  market  of  New  York  either  at 
one  time  or  fast  enough  to  carry  on  the  operations 
of  this  Government,  there  would  not  have  been 
money  enough  in  the  city  of  New  York  to  enable 
the  Government  to  receive  the  proceeds  of  the 
loan.  The  Senatorfrom  New  York,  1  know,  will 
bear  me  witness  in  this  statement. 

No  favoritism  was  shown  in  this  matter.  The 
banks  and  banker.s  of  New  York,  of  Cincinnati, 
and  St.  Louis,  the  citizen  of  Iowa,  the  citizen  of 
California,  thecitizen  of  New  York,were  all  placed 
on  the  same  footing.  The  plan  adopted  required 
the  agent  to  deliver  the  bonds  in  the  State  of  Iowa 
just  as  well  as  in  the  State  of  New  York.  If  a 
person  in  the  town  of  Des  Moines  subscribed 
$1,000,  the  agent  was  required  to  send  his  bond 
to  him  in  Des  Moines,  although  the  express 
charges  upon  that  bond  would  be  more  than  the 
whole  amount  of  commission  received  both  by  the 
local  bankers  and  by  Jay  Cooke. 

In  addition  to  that,  the  local  agent  >^ho  was  in- 
terested in  the  transaction  took  lawTuI  money 
wherever  the  subscriber  might  be.  Any  citizen 
in  any  partof  this  country  might  pay  to  the  local 
agent  his  money,  however  small  the  amount  or 
remote  the  place,  and  in  due  time  would  return 
to  him  at  the  place,  free  of  cost,  a  bond  of  the 
United  Slates  for  the  amount.  The  effect  was 
to  equalize  exchange,  to  break  down  the  old  dis- 
criminations in  exchange  between  the  East  and 
the  West.  This  wa.s  vital  to  us  in  tfle  we.qtern 
country.  If  any  other  arrangement  had  beim 
adopted,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Intliana  would 
have  been  compelled  to  pnyone percent,  exchange 
in  order  to  have  his  money  turned  into  one  of 
these  bands. 


I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana to  the  practical  working  of  the  old  system. 
If  a  citizen  of  Indianapolis  under  the  old  system 
desired  to  invest  any  money  in  a  bond  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  he  would  have  been  compelled  to  first 
buy  a  bill  of  exchange,  for  which  he  would  have 
paid  from  one  to  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  premium. 
Then  he  would  have  to  send  that  bill  of  exchange 
to  a  broker  in  New  York,  and  that  broker  would 
have  charged  him  from  one  eighth  to  one  quarter 
of  one  per  cent,  for  converting  the  bill  of  exchange 
into  a  Government  bond.  Thus  the  citizen  of  In- 
diana under  the^c^perations  of  the  old  plan  would 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  nearly  two  per  cent, 
to  loan  his  money  to  the  United  States;  but  un- 
der the  system  adopted  by  the  Secretary,  at  an 
expense  that  was  trivial  to  the  United  States,  every 
citizen  might  convert  his  money  into  a  bond  of  the 
United  States,  delivered  at  bis  own  door.  There 
has  been  nothing  in  the  history  of  this  war  so  re- 
markable in  its  success  as  the  distribution  and  ne- 
gotiation of  this  loan;  and  when  the  Senator  says 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  all  this  to  en- 
rich a  private  firm,  he  certainly  speaks  in  igno- 
rance of  the  true  condition  of  public  affairs  and  of 
the  mode  and  manner  of  negotiating  ike  loan. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  again  to  recur  to  the  prop- 
osition before  the  Senate,  what  is  it?  We  have 
$20,000,000  of  gold  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  admits  that 
we  must  get  rid  of  thatgold  is  some  manner.  How 
shall  we  do  it?  Its  injurious  effects  are  felt  every 
day.  The  debate  here  and  our  action  yesterday 
put  down  the  price  of  gold  four  or  five  per  cent. 
The  action  of  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
day  before  put  up  the  price  of  gold  seven  or  eight 
percent.  Why?  Because  this  gold  is  lying  there 
like  a  heavy  weight,  like  the  old  man  of  the  mount- 
ain, upon  the  public  credit,  and  we  must  get  rid 
of  it,  pay  it  out;  and  how? 

At  first  we  thought  it  might  do  to  pay  it  out  on 
the  pension  list;  but  why  discriminate  in  favor  of 
that  class  of  creditors-?  Then  we  might  pay  it 
out  to  the  soldiers,  the  most  deserving  of  all  the 
public  creditors.  The  answer  to  that  was  that 
the  sum  was  totally  inadequate,  and  it  would  be 
distributed  in  such  small  amounts  and  at  such 
great  distances  that  it  would  do  the  soldier  no 
good;  he  would  probably  be  compelled  to  sell  it 
to  the  sutler,  and  the  sutler  v/ould  be  the  only 
one  benefited  by  it.  How,  then,  get  rid  of  this 
gold?  The  only  answer,  after  full  deliberation, 
was  that  the  better  plan  was  to  sell  it;  but  how? 
Would  you  require  it  to  be  sold  in  open  market? 
If  so,  brokers  would  combine  together  to  buy  it, 
and  thus  defeat  the  very  object  of  its  sale,  which 
was  not  so  much  to  get  a  high  price  for  the  gold 
as  to  depreciate  the  value  of  gold,  and  to  raise 
the  value  of  paper  money.  Would  you  require 
notice  to  be  given  according  to  the  proposition 
discussed  yesterday?  That  would  be  also  to  in- 
vite combinations  to  buy  up  this  gold  and  send  it 
abroad,  and  make  foreign  exchange  of  it,  and  thus 
to  withdraw  it  from  the  commercial  operations  of 
the  country.  Would  you  tie  up  the  power  to  pay 
it  out  with  such  restrictions  and  limitations  as 
would  defeat  all  its  beneficial  ends?  Would  you 
select,  as  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ind'iana  pro- 
■poscs  to  do,  the  favored  contractor  to  receive  this 
gold,  in  preference  to  all  public  creditors?  The 
examination  of  all  these  limitations  and  restric- 
tions brings  us  back  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
much  wiser  and  better  to  leave  the  power  full  and 
broad  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  hold- 
ing him  responsible  for  its  exercise.  If  he  shall, 
as  the  Senator  seems  to  fear,  use  this  power  to 
make  fortunes  for  private  individuals,  it  will  then 
be  time  enough  to  call  him  to  account  before  the 
bar  of  public  opinion. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  should  not  trespass  on 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  longer  upon  this  meas- 
ure, except  for  one  suggestion  made  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio.  He  says  my  amendment  pro- 
poses a  favorite  class — the  contractors — who  I 
agree  with  him  arc  not  entitled  to  any  special 
favor  if  we  are  to  believe  the  common  reports. 
What  favor  (Iocs  the  proposition  which  I  have  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  bestow  upon  anybody, upon 
the  contractor  or  the  person  who  furniKhe.i  war 
supplies?  I  do  not  propose  that  he  shall  have  the 
gold  at  its  face.  If  1  did,  there  would  be  an  ad- 
vantage in  the  propo.silion;  but  I  propose  that  he 
shall  take  the  gold  in  i)ayment  for  what  the  Gov- 
ernment owes  him  at  what  the  gold  is  worth  in 


the  city  of  New  York,  as  compared  with  the  pa- 
per currency  of  the  country.  Can 'he  make  a 
profit  out  of  that?  If  he  takes  his  gold  to  the  city 
of  New  York  and  sells  it  there,  he  would  redfeive 
in  paper  precisely  what  the  Government  would 
have  paid  him  if  she  had  paid  him  in  paper. 
Then  where  is  the  advantage  to  him? 

The  Senator  says  that  I  have  omitted  to  include 
ihe  soldier.  If  he  will  give  as  earnest  a  vote  in 
favor  of  the  soldier  on  this  subject  a*  I  will,  I 
shall  very  cordially  indorse  his  course.  Many 
of  the  soldiers  in  the  field  enlisted  when  there  was 
but  very  little  difference  between  gold  and  paper. 
They  were  to  be  paid  thirteen  dollars  per  month 
fortheir  services  in  that  which  was  equal  to  gold. 
I  am  willing  to-day  to  make  the  pay  of  the  sol- 
dier equal  to  what  the  Government  promised  him. 
Is  the  Senator  from  Ohio  ready  to  go  so  far?  Will 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  say  that  he  will  vote  for  a 
measure  giving  to  the  soldier  $1  50  or  $1  60  for 
every  one  of  the  thirteen  dollars  per  month  prom- 
ised if  the  payment  is  made  in  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency ?  I  am  willing  to  say  s'o.  I  am  willing  that 
the  soldier  shall  have  his  pay  equal  to  payment 
in  gold.  I  do  not  think  the  Senator  would  go  quite 
so  far. 

The  proposition  which  I  have  submitted  to  the 
Senate  as  an  amendment  to  the  measure  of  the 
committee  is  no  favor  to  anybody.  It  is  simply 
that  the  Government  may  pay  the  gold  instead  of 
paper,  the  gold  being  taken  at  a  paper  estimate  of 
value. 

While  I  am  upon  the  floor,  I  will  refer  to  the 
Senator's  criticisms  upon  what  I  said  in  respect 
to  the  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  transaction.  I  do  not 
know  whether  there  was  anything  wrong  in  that 
or  not,  so  far  as  the  motive  is  concerned.  I  at- 
tributed no  bad  motive.  I  do  not  now.  I  said 
there  was  but  one  banking-house,  so  far  as  I  knew 
at  the  time,  or  have  heard,  that  knew  that  such 
a  proposition  was  to  be  made;  and  that  was  the 
house  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  The  Senator  says 
the  employment  of  Jay  Cook«  &  Co.  became 
known  in  the  country,  and  the  terms  of  that  em- 
ployment were  known.  When,  sif?  Before  they 
were  employed?  Was  there  a  notice  that  such 
an  appointment  was  to  be  given  ?  Did  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  inform  the  bankers  through- 
out the  country  that  such  an  employment  was  to 
be  given?  By  no  means,  sir.  It  became  known 
after  the  arrangement  was  made.  I  will  ask  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  of  what  service  was  that 
knowledge  to  the  country?  That  they  did  make 
money  out  of  the  operation  there  is  no  question. 
Why  does  the  Senator  refer  to  an  occasional  case 
of  the  sale  of  a  bond  to  some  man  in  Iowa  or  In- 
diana? There  are  such  cases,  I  admit;  but  the 
great  body  of  this  loan  was  not  taken  by  the 
working  class  of  the  country. 

The  Senator  has  alluded  to  the  terms  of  the  sales, 
and  ihatthe  sales  were  a  great  success..  And  why? 
Because  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  were  employed.  That 
was  the  inference.  What  did  Jay  Cooke  &  Co. 
say  to  the  country  that  encouraged  the  people  to 
pay  more  for  the  bonds  than  if  they  had  been  of- 
fered directly  to  the  people  by  tlie  Treasury  De- 
partment? 

I  will  slate  very  briefly  why,  as  I  understand, 
these  bonds  have  gone  up  in  the  market.  The 
first  reason  was  the  success  of  the  war.  Prior  to 
July  last  and  the  victories  of  that  month  these 
bonds  did  notsell  well  in  the  market.  They  com- 
manded no  premium,  so  far  as  I  know.  In  the 
second  jilace,  these  bonds  provide  that  the  inter- 
est shall  be  paid  in  coin.  As  the  paper  currency 
of  the  country  goes  down  this  provision  in  favor 
of  the  bondholders  appreciates  in  its  value.  The 
interest  being  payable  in  coin  is  equivalent  to  an 
interest  above  nine  per  cent.;  and  does  the  Sena- 
tor say  that  is  tke  lowest  rate  he  has  known  any 
Government  lo  negotiate  a  loan  upon?  * 

Mr.  SHERMAiNf.  I  will  answer  the  Senator's 
question.  This  depreciation  of  paper  money  ex- 
isted before  this  five-twenty  loan  was  negotiated. 
For  instance,  one  year  ago,  before  any  consider- 
able amount,  or  perhaps  before  any  of  the  five- 
twenty  loan  was  negotiated,  gold  had  reached,  1 
think,  172  or  173.  l  am  not  very  accurate  about 
the  figure.'!,  but  my  impression  is  thatgold  was 
172  at  this  very  time  last  winter.  I  know  it  was 
in  that  neighborhood.  The  depreciation  in  our 
paper  money  and  the  appreciation  of  gold  was 
fully  as  great  before  this  loan  commenced  as  it 
has  been    since,  and  I  think  I  shall  be  borne 
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out  in  that  statement  by  an  examination  of  the 
facts. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  recollect  very  well  that 
for  a  very  few  days  gold  did  reach  the  point  of 
172;  but  it  was  for  but  a  very  few  days.  I  am 
speaking  of  the  value  to  the  bondholder  of  the 
provision  that  the  interest  shall  be  paid  in  coin. 
It  makes  the  interest  worth  to  him  now  at  the 
present  depreciated  condition  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency of  the  country  above  nine  per  cent.  It  is 
therefore  a  very  desirable  loan ,  and  has  gone  above 
par,  in  paper  at  least. 

Another  provision  of  the  law  that  made  these 
bonds  of  value  to  the  holders  was  exempting  that 
investment  from  State  and  municipal  taxation. 
Then,  again,  as  the  paper  currency  of  the  country 
has  increased,  of  course  the  demand  for  this  in- 
vestment would  increase.  When  you  add  one 
hundred  millions  to  the  paper  currency  of  the 
country,  and  thus  depreciate  that  currency,  you 
increase  the  demand  for  investment  in  these  bonds 
that  pay  interest  in  coin. 

While  I  am  up  I  wish  to  say  that  there  is  one 
class  of  persons  who  will  be  benefited  by  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator.  I  intended  to  allude 
to  it  when  I  was  on  the  floor  before.  As  well  as 
I  could,  I  have  attempted  to  ascertain  the  exports 
and  imports  at  New  York  during  the  last  four 
months.  I  find  that  in  November  the  exports 
were  $7,408,957;  in  December,  $8,731,486;  in  Jan- 
uary, ^G,9!26,293;  and  in  February,  $8,300,354; 
maici>ig  the  entire  exports  from  the  port  of  New 
York  during  those  four  months  $31,367,090.  Dur- 
ing the  same  months  the  imports  have  been:  in  No- 
vember,$14,924,618;  in  Decepiber,$17,509,273;  in 
January,  $18,430,314;  in  February,  $17,034,303; 
making  the  imports  $67,898,508,  and  the  excess 
of  the  imports  over  theexports  $36,531,418.  This 
estimate  excludes  theexports  oi'gold,  and  is  made 
upon  specie  valuations.  There  is  then  a  balance 
against  that  port  of  $36,531,418.  During  the  same 
time  the  exports  of  gold  were  $17, 450, ,339,  leav- 
ing uncovered  of  the  imports  at  the  port  of  New 
York  $19,081,079  for  the  last  four  months;  show- 
ing upon  its  face,  as  comparing  the  exports  of 
produce  and  of  coin  at  the  port  of  New  York,  an 
indebtedness  of  $19,081,079.  I  do  not  claim  that 
this  statement  is  entirely  accurate.  It  is  as  accu- 
rate as  I  could  have  it.  I  was  not  able  to  procure 
the  information  at  the  Treasury  Department  which 
would  enable  me  to  say  certainly  that  it  is  entire- 
ly reliable.  I  believe  the  statement  is  reliable. 
Then,  sir,  if  there  is  an  indebtedness  at  the  port 
of  New  York  of  $19,081,079,  and  you  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sell  $20,000,000 
of  gold,  and  throw  that  upon  the  market  sudden- 
ly and  unexpectedly,  and  a  great  depreciation  in 
the  price  of  gold  as  compared  with  paper  takes 
place,  thes»  importers  who  have  contracted  this 
foreign  debt,  which  they  must  pay  in  coin,  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  the  transaction,  provided  they 
can  have  the  confidence  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  get  to  know  when  the  sale  takes 
place.  1  can  see  a  direct  advantage  which  they 
may  enjoy  in  this  transaction 

I  was  unable  to  perceive  any  objection  that  the 
Senator  urged  against  my  amendment.  He  simply 
said  that  it  ought  not  to  be  supported.  He  said 
as  a  reason,  to  be  sure,  that  it  favored  the  class  of 
contractors — a  class  that  I  would  be  as  reluctant 
to  favor  as  himself;  but  when  1  say  it  is  no  favor 
to  them,  then  that  objection  is  answered.  What 
further  objection  has  he  urged.'  Has  he,  as  the 
representative  of  the  Finance  Committee,  said 
•that  it  is  not  a  practical  measure;  that  it  will  not 
succeed,  and  cannot  in  the  nature  of  the  case  suc- 
ceed.' He  cannot  say  that;  for  when  the  coin  is 
paid  to  the  contractors  or  persons  who  furnish 
supplies  to  the  Army  at  its  value  as  compared  with 
paper,  they  will  as  readily  receive  'hat  as  they 
will  receive  the  paper,  and  many  would  rather 
receive  it,  for  it  isa  thing  of  more  permanent  value. 

Sir,  the  proposition  that  I  have  submitted  to  the 
Senate  is  free  from  the  objections  which  I  think 
strike  the  mind  of  every  Senator  to  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  committee,  and 'it  arrives  at  the 
end  which  we  all  desire;  that  is,  securing  the  re- 
turn of  the  gold  that  is  now  in  the  Treasury  to  the 
channels  of  trade  and  commerce.  Let  that  have  its 
legitimate  and  proper  eflfcct  upon  the  gold  market. 
I  am  willing  and  I  desire  that  the  price  of  gold 
shall  be  broughtdown, provided  the  ordinary  com- 
mercial transactions  of  the  country  have  that 
effect.     If  you  restore  to  the  channels  of  co«n- 


merce  this  accumulation  of  gold  and  it  has  that 
effect,  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  it;  but  I  do  not  want 
to  see  the  values  in  this  country  controlled  by  the 
will  of  any  one  man.  The  value  of  the  property 
that  I  hold,  the  value  of  the  corn  Chat  the  con- 
stitU'Cnts  1  represent  have  in  their  cribs  to-day, 
the  value  of  their  products  that  are  now  seeking 
a  market  depend  upon  the  value  of  gold  in  the 
market;  and  lam  not  willing  to  say,  and  I  think 
the  Senate  ought  not  to  be  willing  to  say,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  have  the  power 
either  to  raise  in  the  market  or  to  depreciate  in 
the  market  the  value  of  every  piece  of  property 
in  the  country. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  On  that  question  I  desire 
to  have  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  think 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance  ought  to  be  adopted,  for  the  reason  that 
I  do  not  believe  it  will  cure  the  evil  that  it  pro- 
poses to  remedy.  It  clothes  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  the  power  to  sell  all  the  gold  that 
may  be  on  hand  in  the  Treasury  not  needed  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  at 
any  time,  at  any  place,  and  in  any  manner  he  may 
elect.  I  do  not  think  any  officer  of  this  Govern- 
ment should  be  clothed  with  any  such  power. 
From  the  estimate  made  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
it  will  be  perhaps  a  sum  not  exceeding  $20, 000, 000. 
It  would  be  a  very  dangerous  and  a  very  extraor- 
dinary power  to  confer  on^the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  it  would  be  one,  in  my  judgment, 
calculated  to  do  great  mischief  to  the  Government. 
So  far  from  regulating  and  keeping  as  uniform  as 
possible  the  paper  money,  or,  as  gentlemen  say, 
the  price  of  gold,  it  would  be  calculated  to  make 
it  fluctuate  much  more  than  it  now  does.  Sup- 
pose the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  choose 
to  put  into  the  market  ten  or  twenty  millions  of 
gold,  and  he  were  to  sell  it  in  open  market,  if  you 
please,  or  at  private  sale,  and  the  gold  had  gone 
out  of  the  Treasury,  it  would  be  known  by  all 
these  speculators  that  that  amount  of  gold  could 
no  longer  in  any  way  come  into  competition,  and 
the  result  would  be  that  gold  would  instantly  ad- 
vance. 

But,  sir,  if  you  clothe  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  this  pov,rer,  he  might  dispose  of 
this  gold  at  his  private  office,  if  he  chose  to  con- 
fer favors  upon  his  friends.  I  am  making  no 
assault  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  be  as  hon- 
est and  as  capable  as  the  Senator  from  Ohio  says 
he  is;  but  he  may  not  be  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to-morrow.  We  should  not  legislate  with  a 
view  to  the  fact  that  we  have  confidence  in  an 
official.  Our  laws  should  be  so  framed  as  to  pre- 
vent any  official  from  doing  wroi^  or  bestowing 
favors  upon  favorites,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to 
do  so  by  law.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
were  disf)osed  to  exercise  favoritism  and  to  en- 
rich his  friends,  he  might  take  advantage  of  a  mo- 
ment when,  in  consequenceof  the  victories  of  our 
arms  or  any  other  cause,  gold  had  depreciated; 
or  he  might  have  in  his  possession  information 
that  others  did  not  have,  of  disasters  to  ourarms, 
recognition  abroad  of  the  confederate  States,  or 
something  else  which  he  knew  would  cause  gold 
rapidly  to  advance,  and  if  he  chose  to  do  it  he 
might  part  with  his  twenty  millions  of  gold  to  his 
friends,  knowing  that  instantaneously  there  would 
be  a  very  rapid  rise  in  that  article.  We  should 
not  so  legislate  as  to  lead  our  officials  into  tempt- 
ation. 

But,  sir,  this  measure  will  not  remedy  the  evil. 
If  you  require  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — 
which,  if  you  sell  this  gold  at  all,  I  hope  will  be 
done — to  advertise  and  to  sell  it  in  open  market 
to  the  highest  bidder,  does  not  every  man  know 
that  speculators  will  combine  and  purchase  it  all, 
and  the  moment  it  is  out  of  the  market  gold  will 
go  up  at  once?  The  result  of  such  tampering  is 
always  to  create  fluctuations  instead  of  steadiness 
and  firmness  in  the  money  market.  It  will  not 
and  cannot  operate  otherwise. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio,  if  I  understood  him  the 
other  day,  said  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
should  do  everything  he  could  to  depreciate  gold. 
Why,  sir,  there  is  no  power  in  the  puny  arm  of 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  depreciate  gold. 
Gold  is  nota  depreciable  article.  It  is  the  measure 
of  values,  and  neither  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury nor  this  Government  has  any  power  to  depre- 
ciate gold.  It  regulates  values  throughout  the 
whole  commercial  world.  I  admit  that  this  Gov- 
ernment by  its  action  can  depreciate  its  paper 
money,  but  there  is  no  depreciation  of  gokl.  If 
the  object  of  this  measure  is  to  clothe  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  with  power  to  depreciate 
gold,  he  will  find  that  all  the  laws  we  can  pass  on 
that  subject  will  be  utterly  futile.  We  might  as 
well  by  law  attempt  to  give  the  Secretary  power 
with  the  breath  of  his  nostrils  to  roll  back  the 
fiercest  hurricane  that  ever  swept  across  the  con- 
tinent as  to  attempt  by  law  to  clothe  him  with 
power  to  depreciate  gold. 

Sir,  1  will  tell  you  what  we  could  clothe  him 
with  power  to  do;  and  that  is,  to  prevent  the  de- 
preciation of  this  paper  money.  The  Senator  from 
Ohio  indicateda  mode  by  which,  in  my  judgment, 
that  can  be  done,  and  this  gold  can  be  used  for 
that  purpose.  If  I  understood  the  Senator  aright 
yesterday,  he  declared  that  it  could  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  a  sinking  fund.  Let  me  tell 
the  Senate,  if  they  wish  to  stop  this  depreciation 
of  paper  money,  if  they  wish  to  uphold  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  the  best  thing  they  can  do 
would  be  to  create  a  strong  sinking  fund  adequate 
to  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  interest  and  ulti- 
mately to  extinguish  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt.  If  every  dollar  of  gold  in  the  Treasury  were 
thus  appropriated,  you  could  not  make. a  wiser 
appropriation  of  it  to  keep  the  currency  uniform 
and  sustain  the  credit  of  the  Government.  There 
is  no  country  that  has  a  large  indebtedness  but 
what  looks  to  a  well-iregulated  sinking  fund  for  the 
purpose  of  extinguishing  the  debt  and  meeting 
the  interest  promptly  as  it  may  accrue.  Let  us 
devote  this  gold,  if  it  has  accumulated  unneces- 
sarily, in  that  way.  Do  that,  sir;  and  if  we  would 
establish  a  sinking  fund  dedicated  to  this  purpose 
that  was  amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  interest 
promptly  and  ultimately  to  extinguish  the  debt, 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  the  friends  of  the 
Secretary  to  offer  propositions  to  allow  him  to  de- 
preciate gold — an  impossibility — but  it  would  ele- 
vate the  credit  of  the  Government, and  it  would 
prevent  to  too  great  an  extent  the  depreciation  of 
this  paper  money. 

But  the  Senator  from  Ohio  said  a  moment  ago 
that  if,  at  the  time  of  the  passage,  some  two  years 
ago,  of  the  law  to  authorize  the  sale  of  these  five- 
twenty  bonds,  it  had  been  said  they  could  be  ne- 
gotiated at  par,  nobody  would  have  credited  it, 
andyet  thathad  been  done.  I  deny  that  one  dol- 
lar of  these  five-twenty  bonds  has  been  sold  at 
par.  They  have  been  sold  at  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
five  per  cent,  discount  at  least.  I  admit,  if  you 
take  this  paper  money  as  the  standard,  they  have 
been  sold  at  par;  butthe  paper  money  with  which 
you  pay  for  the  five-twenty  bonds  is  at  thirty  or 
forty  per  cent,  discount;  and  it  has  ranged  from 
twenty-five  to  "forty  per  cent,  ever  since  this  ne- 
gotiation has  been  going  on. 

Sir,  there  has  not  been  a  dollar  of  the  five- 
twenty  bonds  sold  for  par,  taking  gold  as  the 
measure  of  value;  and  what  interest  do  you  give? 
You  give,  reducing  it  to  a  gold  standard,  nine  per 
cent,  interest  upon  those  bonds;  and  in  addition 
you  exempt  them  from  Federal  and  State  taxa- 
tion. That  is  the  reason  they  are  sold  at  par,  in 
the  language  of  those  who  speak  of  this  paper 
money  as  being  at  par.  It  is  at  a  most  exorbit- 
ant interest.  Taking  paper  money,  the  article  by 
which  you  pay  for  the  five-twenty  bonds,  as  the 
standard,  your  interest  is  nine  per  cent.,  an  ex- 
traordinary interest  for  a  solvent  Government  to 
pay  for  money.  The  interest  is  payable  in  coin, 
and  when  we  reduce  it  to  paper  money  it  is  about 
nine  per  cent.  Why,  sir,  if  this  Government, 
when  specie  was  the  standard,  had  negotiated  its 
loans  at  nine  per  cent.,  the  whole  world  would 
have  been  astonished  at  such  an  extravagant  in- 
terest. It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  speak  about 
selling  our  bonds  at  par, and  all  that  kind  of  thing, 
when  we  pay  for  them  in  a  trash  of  paper  money 
that  is  at  thirty  per  cent,  discount,  sometimes 
more  and  sometimes  less.  They  are  not  at  par, 
but  are  sold  at  a  heavy  and  ruinous  discount. 

But,  sir,  I  would  never  allow  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  exercise  this  power.  I  would 
use  this  gold,  if  it  accumulated  in  the  Treasury, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  sinking  fund  strong 
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nnd  giving  it  tlie  capacity  of  ineeting  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  our  debt,  and ,  ultimately, 
to  extinguish  that  debt.  Then  you  would  place 
your  credit  upon  such  a  firm  basis,  by  creating  a 
sinlving  fund  large  enough  to  pay  the  debt,  that 
your  bonds  would  sell  at  par  in  coin  and  your 
paper  money  would  pass  at  par. 

But  the  Senator  told  us  yesterday  that  in  all 
wars  paper  money  was  absolutely  necessary. 
Some  great  men  did  not  think  as  the  Senator 
does.  'I"he  first  Napoleon  was  thought  to  have 
some  genius  for  war  and  some  genius  for  civil 
administration.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  very  short 
letter  written  by  that  distinguished  man  on  the 
20th  day  of  October,  1S05,  which  I  will  read: 

Elciiingen,  October  20,  1805. 
To  M.  Reonier: 

I  am  sorry  to  see  that  my  Tribunal  of  Commerce  does  not 
attend  to  its  liusiiicss.  Banli  notes  are  not  money,  and  do 
nut  bear  the  mark  of  tlie  sovereis;n.  Payment  in  notes  is 
no  longer  an  obligation.  In  a  country  where  justice  is  com- 
promised, social  order  no  longer  e.\ists.  The  bank  must 
exclianfte  its  notes  for  coin,  or  close  its  doors  if  it  has  no 
coin.    I  will  not  have  paper  money. 

NAPOLEON. 

That  letter  was  written,  as  the  Senate  will  ob- 
serve, on  the  20th  of  October,  1805.  At  that  time 
perhaps  the  first  Napoleon  was  surrounded  by 
more  difHcultics  and  engaged  in  a  heavier  conflict 
of  arms  than  ever  before.  The  day  after  that  the 
tattle  of  Trafalgar  was  fought.  On  that  very  day, 
I  believe,  Ulm  surrendered,  and  about  that  time 
Ney  gained  his  celebrated  victory  over  the  Aus- 
trians  at  the  very  place  from  which  this  letter  was 
dated.  At  that  time  we  find  Napoleon  engaged 
with  Russia,  Austria,  England,  and  other  Powers 
in  the  n)ost  desperate  conflicts;  and  yet  he  carried 
on  those  wars,  and  carried  them  on  successfully, 
for  that  was  one. of  his  successful  campaigns — it 
was  disastrous  in  some  parts,  but  taken  altogether 
it  was  successful — and  at  tliat  very  time  he  re- 
pudiated paper  money  and  declared  that  the  banks 
tliat  did  not  redeem  their  notes  with  coin  at  tlieir 
counters  should  be  closed. 

Sir,  the  argument  is  all  stuff"  that  this  Govern- 
ment was  ever  driven  to  resort  to  this  extravagant 
and  excessive  issue  of  paper  money. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  amendment  offered  by 
tlie  Senator  from  Indiana  is  liable  to  the  harsh 
criticism  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  1  do  not  think 
itfavorsthese  contractors  whom  everybody  seems 
to  be  pelting.  I  have  some  sympathy  even  for  a 
dog  that  is  kicked  too  much,  and  I  shall  make  no 
assault  upon  these  contractors,  though  1  do  not 
reckon  they  are  a  bit  better  than  they  ought  to  be. 
The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  is  in 
these  words: 

In  payment  for  war  materials  and  supplies  or  of  debts  of 
the  United  States  then  due,  provided  the  same  be  paid  and 
received  at  its  value  in  the  city  of  New  York  as  compared 
with  legal  tender  Treasury  notes. 

I  do  not  see  that  that  confers  any  benefit  on  the 
contractor.  If  he  receives  coin  in  payment,  he 
receives  it  at  what  is  its  value  in  New  York  com- 
pared with  Ti-easury  notes.  The  consequenceis 
he  is  not  enriched  at  all.  If  the  Government  owes 
a  contractor  .say  ^JlOO  and  pays  him  with  sixty  or  . 
seventy  dollars  in  coin  and  the  coin  can  command 
$100  in  Treasury  notes  and  no  more,  the  con- 
tractor is  not  benefited.  But,  sir,  under  this 
amendment  you  can  pay  any  debts  of  the  United 
States  in  coin.  Why  not  pay  it  to  the  soldier? 
If  we  owe  money  to  the  soldier  in  the  field  I  sup- 
pose that  is  a  debt.  Under  this  proposition  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  himself  might  be  paid  in  coin. 
You  might  pay  him  sixty  dollars  instead  of  $100 
in  Treasury  notes  tliat  may  be  due  him  as  part 
of  liis  salary,  provided  that  was  the  measure  of 
value  between  the  Treasury  note  and  the  gold  at 
New  York. 

If  you  do  not  use  this  gold  for  the  purpose  of 
.strengthening  your  sinking  fund,  which,  in  my 
judgment,  would  be  mucli  the  wiser  and  better 
policy,  (  think  you  should  adopt  this  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  it  would  afford  a 
means  Ijy  which  this  gold  could  be  placed  in  all 
the  channels  of  commerce  without  |irejudice  to 
anybody,  without  exhibiting  a  favoritism  to  any- 
i)ody,  by  i^nying  it  to  the  honest  and  just  creditor, 
nothing  more  and  nothing  less.  You  cannot  speak 
of  them  as  a  favored  class.  If  your  paper  cur- 
rency .should  be  reduced  to  one  half,  and  you  owed 
a  man  $\W)  in  paper  currency  and  paid  him  fifty 
dollars  in  gold  in  extinguishment  of  the  debl,  is 
iliere  any  favoritism  in  that.'  No,  sir;  and  yet 
tho  lionorubic  Senator  from  Ohio  calls  the  con- 


tractors a  favored  class  under  this  amendment.  I 
suppose  it  is  because  contractors  are  unpopular, 
and  you  can  get  up  a  little  howl  about  them. 

Mr.  President,  1  shall  vote  for  the  amendment 
of  the  SenatoY  from  Indiana,  and  I  liope  it  will  be 
adopted.  If  it  is  desirable  to  iiave  the  amount  of 
gold  thus  accumulated  in  the  Treasury  distrib- 
uted in  the  ordinary  channels  of  commerce — and 
I  think  it  is — you  should  adopt  this  amendment. 
If  you  do  not  pass  any  law  on  the  subject,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  law  cited  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
yesterday,  you  should  use  it  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  your  sinking  fund,  in  order  to  up- 
hold tlie  credit  of  the  Go verninent.  This  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  will  meet  the 
objections  to  the  proposition  of  the  committee, 
and  will  also  prevent  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury from  entering  the  gold  market.  All  this  dab- 
bling by  the  Government  in  tlie  money  market  of 
the  country  must  result  deleteriously ;  it  cannot 
result  otherwise;  and  it  will  increase  instead  of 
preventing  fluctuations. 

iVIr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  it  is  my  pur- 
pose to  vote  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  I  rise  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  stating  why  it  is  that  I  do  not  enter- 
taiin  the  same  hope  that  the  relief  will  be  a  per- 
manent relief  that  seems  to  be  entertained  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Ohio. 

That  the  present  condition  of  the  currency  is  to 
be  lamented,  everybody  who  feels  an  interest  in 
the  character  of  the  country,  and  particularly  in 
thecondition  ofihe  country  at  this  time,  willagree; 
but  I  very  much  incline  to  think  that  the  depre- 
ciation in  the  currency — by  the  currency  I  mean, 
of  course,  the  paper  currency  of  the  United  States 
— is  not  owing  so  mtich  to  the  hoarding  of  gold 
by  the  Government  as  to  the  actual  condition  in 
which^the  country  is.  If  there  was  full  reliance 
in  the  ability  of  the  United  States  to  meet  all  its 
engagements  at  the  termination  of  this  war,  I 
have  no  idea  that  gold  would  command  the  price  it 
now  commands;  and  1  am  very  far  from  believing 
that  the  depreciation  of  the  paper,  as  compared 
with  the  gohl,is  owing  mainly  or  very  materially 
to  the  fact  that  the  United  States  are  now  the  hold- 
ers, or  will  be  the  holders  on.tlie  1st  of  July  next, 
of  $20,000,000  more  than  they  will  need  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  interest  on  the  debt  due  at 
that  time. 

Everybody  feels,  even  those  who  are  the  most 
sanguine  of  a  favorable  termination  of  this  con- 
flict, somewhat  alarmed  at  the  rapid  increase,  the 
present  large  amount  of  the  public  debt,  and  the 
probably  much  larger  amount  before  that  time 
shall  come.  It  is  now  nearly  equal  to  the  debt  of 
England.  If  we  shall  not  have  a  peace  within 
one,  two,  or  three  years,  it  will  be  much  greater, 
and  infinitely  greater,  not  only  in  the  amount  of 
principal,  which  we  shall  have  to  provide  for,  but 
in  the  amount  of  the  interest.  The  interest  on 
no  portion  of  the  debt  of  England  exceeds  four 
per  cent.,  whil(^ours  is  six  per  cent. 

The  necessarily  vast  expenditure  of  the  Gov- 
ernment has  led,  and  is  now  leading,  to  an  ex- 
travagance unequaled,  I  think,  in  any  other  coun- 
try in  the  world;  and  that  is  especially  true  of  the 
larger  cities.  The  amount  unnecessarily  spent 
witli  a  view  to  show. and  the  enjoyment  of  lux- 
urious habits  and  luxurious  display  in  the  city 
of  New  York  is  infinitely  greater  than  anything 
that  can  be  found  either  in  London  or  in  Paris;  and 
it  is  principally  caused  by  the  immense  amounts 
which  we  are  obliged  to  pay  in  order  to  carry 
on  this  war.  The  profits  are  enormous.  The 
profits  upon  all  the  contracts  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  made  (and  they  have  made  them,  1  have 
no  doubt,  upon  the  best  terms)  are  enormous. 
Everybody  seems  to  be  rich,  antl  nobody  seems 
to  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the  country 
may,  perhaps,  be  poor,  and  they  live  on  as  if 
that  time  never  would  come. 

I  have  some  repugnance  to  this  measure  too  as 
a  mere  matter  of  public  policy.  I  fear  that  it  may 
have  a  bad  influence  upon  the  credit  of  the  United 
States  iibroad  to  say  that  the  United  States  finds 
it.self  in  thecondition  of  going  into  the  market  and 
buying  its  own  paper  at  a  depreciation  of  some 
twenty,  tliirty,  or  forty  percent.  Strictly  spei>k- 
ing,  and  looking  to  the  ordinary  obligations  and 
relations  which  exist  as  between  creiiitor  and 
debtor,  the  deb  tor  ought  to  pay  really  the  amount  of 
iiisdebtin  money.  Ifnn  individual  debtor  issues 
his  notes  for  a  large  amount,  tind  he  goes  into  tiie 


market  and  speculates  upon  his  own  paper,  his 
credit  suffers  in  the  estimation  of  everybody;  and 
I  am  afraid  that  the  same  eff"ect  may  be  produced 
upon  the  credit  of  the  United  States  by  suffering 
the  United  States  to  go  into  the  market  and  spec- 
ulate upon  their  paper. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  the  only 
certain  mode  (and  certainly  the  mode  which,  be- 
cause I  believe  it  is  the  best,  I  should  be  in  favor 
of)  to  redeem  the  credit  of  the  currency  would  be 
the  imposition  of  proper  taxes..  The  amount  of 
taxation  which  we  hiive  already  imposed  bears 
little  or  no  proportion  .to  the  amount  whicJi  we 
have  got  into  our  hands  by  way  of  loan;  and  there 
seems  no  great  disposition  on  the  part  of  Congress 
to  increase  that  amount.  There  are  hundredsand 
thousands  of  articles  wliich  enter  into  the  wants 
of  the  community,  many  of  them  articles  of  mere 
luxury,  which  will  bear  a  much  larger  amount  of 
taxation  than  we  have  imposed.  If  we  could  there- 
fore be  induced — by  "we"  I  do  not  mean  the 
Senate;  I  mean  both  branches  of  Congress — to  in- 
crease the  taxation  so  as  to  satisfy  the  publicgen- 
erally  that  the  public  debt  and  the  interest  of  the 
public  debt  will  certainly  be  paid,  and  above  all — 
for  at  last  that  will  enter  into  the  calculations — if 
we  can  carry  on  the  war  successfully  in  the  ap- 
proaching campaign,  the  credit  of  the  nation  will 
revive  and  gold  will  fall  some  ten  per  cent,  or 
more. 

But  that  is  not  to  be  accomplished,  as  I  under- 
stand. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, as  I  col- 
lect from  the  member  from  Ohio,  thinks  that  a 
provision  of  this  sort  nriight  be  used  most  advan- 
tageously for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  exist- 
ing currency.  I  am  willing  to  trust  to  his  judg- 
ment. I  have  no  fear  that  the  public  wiH  lose 
from  any  want  of  integrity  on  tlie  part  of  that 
officer.  1  know  it  has  been  said — the  whole  com- 
munity has  been  filled  with  such  a  rumor — that 
he  has  used  the  powers  he  already  possesses  for 
the  purpose  of  rewarding  or  enriching  some  of 
his  particular  friends,  and  the  single  instance  al- 
luded to,  and  in  relation  to  which  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  has  vindicated  him,  is  but  one  of  a 
great  many;  but  that  instance  proves  how  very 
unjust  have  been  those  rumors. 

I  have  heard — and  I  never  heard  any  contra- 
diction until  I  listened  to  the  honorable  member 
from  Ohio  this  morning — that  tlie  Secretary  had 
given  to  those  favored  bankers,  who  are  said,  one 
or  more  of  them,  to  be  his  relatives,  one  half  of 
one  per  cent,  for  negotiating  this  loan;  that  of 
that  half  they  retained  one  half,  being  one  fourth 
of  one  per  cent.,  and  gave  the  other  fourth  to  the 
different  agents  from  time  to  time  employed, 
charging  the  Treasury  with  the  whole  expense  of 
advertising,.and  all  the  other  incidental  expenses 
connected  with  the  transaction.  It  hasiieen  stated 
that  that  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  retained  by 
the  contractors  here — Jay  Cooke  &  Co. — was 
received  by  them  without  their  taking  any  act- 
ive part  at  all  in  the  negotiation;  they  remained 
in  their  banking-house,  and  the  whole  risk  was 
at  the  expense  of  their  agents,  not  theirs,  except 
contingently  by  the  failure  of  their  agents,  while 
the  wliole  cost  of  carrying  on  the  negotiation 
through  the  whole  country  was  paid  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  now  turns  out,  by  authority  which 
I  suppose  everybody  will  admit  to  be  unques- 
tionable— the  honorable  member  got  his  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself,  or  from  hav- 
ing seen  the  manner  in  which  the  negotiation  has 
been  conducted — that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
percentage  allowed  was  three  eighths  of  one  per  . 
cent.,  and  out  of  that  three  eighths  they  gave  to 
those  agents  two  eighths,  and  out  of  the  remain- 
ing eighth  paid,  themselves,  all  the  expenses. 

The  rumor  therefore  set  on  foot,  if  not  for  the 
purpose  of  injuring  the  reputation  of  the' Secre- 
tary, jiroves  to  bo  entirely  btiseless;  and  it  is  but 
anotlier  instance  in  which,  from  some  love  ofslan- 
tler,  some  suspicions  of  the  integrity  of  every 
puljlic  man,  which  seems  peculiar  to  the  times  in 
which  we  live,  (if  they  areuot  lobe  found  in  other 
times,)  the  integrity  of  public  men  has  been  as- 
sailed without  the  slightest  foundation. 

One  thing  we  now  know — indeed,  we  knew 
it  before  the  honorable  member  from  Ohio  made 
ills  statement — that  whatever  may  have  been  the 
result  to  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  and  the  other  agents 
employed  by  them,  the  result  to  the  Treasury  was 
exceetlingly  beneficial.  No  loan  in  any  country 
in  Uic  world  of  thi.s  amount  was  ever  realized  as 
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veil  as  this  one.  Every  dollar  of  the  loan  was 
aken  at  par.  It  can  hardly  be  accounted  for. 
rhe  London  press — and  I  speak  from  having  read 
,he  articles  in  some  two  or  three  of  those  papers 
,hat  I  am  in  the  habit  of  reading  constantly — has 
:)een  astounded  at  the  result  of  the  negotiations, 
rhey  .speak  of  it,  and  speak  of  it  truly,  as  unex- 
impied  in  the  history  of  nations  at  any  time,  and 
jarticulaily  in  reference  to  a  nation  situated  as 
3urs  is,  if  any  other  nation  on  the  habitable  globe 
2ver  was  in  the  condition  in  which  we  are,  carry- 
ing on  a  war  the  dimensions  of  which  are  also 
unexampled,  and  attended  by  an  expenditure  un- 
exampled, that  a  loan  of  that  amount  should  be 
taken  at  par,  and  taken  at  par  by  our  own  peo- 
ple; for,  with  the  exception  of  some  one,  two,  or 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars, as  I  understand, 
invested  by  foreigners,  and  particularly  Germans, 
in  this  loan — and  a  very  good  investment  it  is  for 
them — nearly  the  entire  amount  of  the  loan  has 
ijeen  taken  by  our  own  people,  in  sums  varying 
"rora  fifty  and  one  hundred  dollars  to  thousands 
ind  thousands. 

Now,  sir,  if  it  were  true  that  these  agents  em- 
ployed by  the  Treasury  have  made  a  very  large 
imount,  and  it  was  equally  true  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  attempted  to  negotiate 
;he  loan  without  the  instrumentality  of  these  or 
my  other  agents  and  had  failed,  when  the  result 
jf  the  agency  was  such  as  I  have  stated,  that  of 
tself  should  be,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  be,  in 
he  estimation  of  the  community,  a  full  vindica- 
ion  not  only  of  the  honor,  but  of  the  intelligence 
ind  ability  of  the  Secretary. 

In  saying  this,  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  to  be 
considered  as  a  political  partisan  of  the  Secretary 
>f  the  Treasury,  or  to  have  been  at  any  time, 
rhere  are  few  of  the  political  questions  of  my  day 
3n  which  it  has  either  not  been  my  good  fortune 
3r  bad  fortune  to  differ  from  that  functionary  in 
;imes  past  as  well  as  now;  but  I  see  by,  the  papers 
jf  to-day  that  he  is  to  be  considered  hereafter 
jnly  in  the  light  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
jry,  laboring  in  his  vocation  to  do  all  he  can  to 
carry  the  country  through  the  trernendous  conflict 
ivhicli  now  shakes  it  from  circumference  to  cen- 
ter. 

The  proposition  now  before  us,  with  the  amend- 
nent  suggested  by  the  honorable  member  from 
Dhio  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  is 
lot  obnoxious  to  all  the  objections  taken  by  the 
lonorable  members  from  Indiana  and  Kentucky. 
It  does  not  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
jry  togo  into  the  marketand  purchase  gold  alone; 
it  does  not  interfere  with  any  existing  power  that 
le  has  now  to  increase  his  sinking  fund;  nor  does 
t  at  all  interfere  with  the  power  which  he  will 
lave  if  you  adopt  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  with  this  amendment. 
He  is  authorized  by  tiie  bill  as  it  came  from  the 
House  to  anticipate  the  payrhent  of  the  interest 
)n  the  public  debt.  This  amendment  does  not 
ake  from  him  that  authority.  It  only  gives  him 
he  additional  authority,  if  he  thinks  proper  to 
ixert  i^,  to  dispose  of  the  surplus  gold  which  he 
nay  have  in  the  Treasury  from  time  to  time,  the 
object  being — that  is  his  object,  and  that  is  the  ob- 
ectof  the  Committee  on  Finance — to  keep  down 
.he  appreciation  of  gold  and  to  keep  less  the  de- 
preciation upon  our  own  currency.  He  is  not 
)bliged  to  exert  that  power  at  all.  I  doubt  very 
nuch  whether  he  will  iiave  occasion  to  exert  it  to 
my  ejftent.  If  gold  runs  up  to  169,  as  it  did  a 
lay  or  two  since,  and  he  throws  into  the  market 
3ne  or  two  million  dollars  in  gold,  it  will  go  down 
It  once,  and  it  will  remain  down  under  the  appre- 
iension,on  the  part  of  the  speculators  who  have 
jeen  running  it  up,  that  after  they  buy  at  the  en- 
lanced  price  they  will  be  made  the  losers  by  the 
jovcrnmentgoing  again  upon  'Change  and  selling 
me  or  two  million  dollars  worth.  I  am  willing  to 
rust  this  power  to  the  Secretary,  although  I  re- 
icat  in  conclusion  that  I  do  not  have  the  confi- 
lence  which  [  should  desire  to  have  that  this 
neasure  will  efTuctuall^r  accomplish  the  good 
vhich  the  Committee  on  Finance  suppose  may  be 
iccomplishod  by  its  passage. 
_  Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  vote 
or  this  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  but 
1  shall  do  .so  with  a  great  deal  of  reluctance.  I 
hink  if  we  clothe  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
vith  this  power  it  will  have  the  effect  to  check  to 
lome  extent  the  speculation  in  gold,  but  I  do  not 
ipprchcnU  that  it  will  have  the  great  effect  attrib- 


uted to  it.  I  shall  vote  for  it  in  the  hope  that  we 
shall  pass  it,  and  that  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  it  will  be  properly  executed,  and 
will  have  a  salutary  effect. 

But,  sir,  in  my  opinion  there  is  one  way,  and 
only  one,  to  reduce  the  price  of  gold,  and  that  is 
for  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  address 
itself  to  the  question  of  increasing  the  revenues  of 
the  Government.  We  have  been  hereabout  one 
hundred  days 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  to 
allow  me  to  make  a  statement  right  here,  which 
perhaps  I  ought  to  have  made  in  reply  to  the 
Senator  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  WILSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  By  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  no  revenue  bill  can  originate  in  this 
body.  That,  although  known  to  us  very  well, 
is  not  always  remembered  by  the  country.  All 
bills  raising  revenue  must  originate  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  The  Senate  and  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Finance  have  never  refused  any  tax 
proposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  tax  on  spirits  on  hand, 
and  that  was  by  a  divided  Senate,  and  a  divided 
committee;  but  in  every  case,  on  every  proposi- 
tion for  a  4ax,  the  Senate  have  always  been  ready 
to  impose  the  tax.  And  I  will  now  say,  without 
having  any  authority  whatever  to  say  it,  I  have 
no  doubt  the  Senate  committee  will  be  entirely 
prepared  to  vote  for  a  tax  that  will  yield  from  two 
to  three  hundred  million  dollars  from  internal  rev- 
enue; but  we  cannot  take  up  the  subject  until  the 
House  of  Representatives  send  it  to  us.  The 
people  of  the  country  might  as  well  underetand 
that.  The  Senator  from  Maryland  seemed  to  com- 
plain that  wc  had  not  introduced  revenue  bills. 
We  cannot  do  it.  Senators  must  wait  until  the 
House  send  us  the  bills.  It  will  be  time  enough 
then  to  complain  about  want  of  taxes. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  My  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts will  allow  me  to  say  that  this  remark 
coming  from  him,  though  not  intended,  is  really 
a  little  unkind,  and  its  tendency  might  be  to  mis- 
lead the  country,  not  so  much  in  regard  to  the 
Senate  as  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
Senator  is  aware,  or  he  should  be,  that  the  work 
of  revising  the  internal  revenue  bill  and  also  the 
tariff  bill  is  an  immense  labor  of  itself.  They 
have  to  go  over  the  whole  ground,  examine  tes- 
timony, and  see  where  duties  can  be  laid  sucli^s 
can  be  borne  by  the  country  with  a  good  effect 
upon  the  revenue.  All  that  is  a  work  of  time, 
and  necessarily  of  a  great  deal  of  time.  In  addi- 
tion to  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
of  the  House  have  had  to  examine  and  prepare 
all  these  approfriation  bills  and  get  them  through 
the  House,  and  many  other  bills  haying  relation 
to  the  subject-matters  before  them  while  this  in- 
vestigation is  going  on.  I  know  as  a  fact  that  a 
sub-cotnmittee  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  have  from  the  beginning  of  the  session 
been  hard  at  work  preparing  with  all  the  judg- 
ment they  can  bring  upon  it,  and  all  the  wisdom 
they  can  muster,  a  bill  or  bills  to  accomplish  the 
very  purpose  of  which  the  Senator  has  been 
speaking. 

When  Senators  get  up  here  and  say  generally 
it  is  our  duty,  the  duty  of  the  House  and  the  duty 
of  the  Senate,  to  increase  the  taxes,  the  country 
is  ready  for  it,  it  leaves  the  country  to  infer  be- 
cause no  bill  has  been  brought  in  that  nothing 
has  been  done  or  is  doing;  wiiereas  the  contrary 
is  the  fact.  It  is  the  most  anxious  desire  of  those 
who  have  charge  of  the  financial  measures  of  the 
Government  in  the  House  to  mature  those  very 
bills  and  bring  them  in  here  to  Congress.  My 
friend  will  allow  me  to  say  they  arc  not  like  his 
military  bills,  vi^hich  can  be  prepared  in  five  min- 
utes, and  passed  through  in  five  minutes  more. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  have,  Mr.  President,  great 
confidence  in  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  las- 
sure  the  Senator  from  Ohio  and  the  Senator  from 
Maine  that  it  is  not  my  purjioseto  arraign  or  cen- 
sure that  committee,  nor  is  it  my  purpose  to  ar- 
raign or  censure  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  the  House  or  the  action  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  I  know  that  revenue  bills 
must  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  I  comprehend  and  appreciate  the  gigantic.task 
imposed  upon  the  committees  who  are  intrusted 
with  the  preparation  of  revenue  bills,  liuf  the  fact 
that  Congress  has  been  in  session  one  hundred 
days,  and  that  no  action  has  been  taken  byeitlun-  i 


House  is  apparent  to  the  whole  country.  The  in- 
ternal revenue  system  has  failed  to  meet  the  ex- 
pectations of  Congress  and  of  the  country.  Our 
expenditures  are  and  must  be  for  some  time  larger 
even  than  the  enormous  estimates  of  the  Depart- 
ments. The  currency  is  expanding,  and  of  course 
the  price  of  gold  is  advancing.  You  may  tax  trans- 
uciions  in  gold  if  you  please;  you  may  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  the  passage  of 
this  bill  to  sell  the  gold  not  needed  to  pay  the  Inr 
terest  on  the  national  debt,  but  the  price  of  gold 
will  continue  to  advance  until  we  increase  our  rev- 
enues, diminish  the  volume  of  our  currency,  or 
reduce  largely  our  expenditures.  At  the  present 
cost  of  raising  men  for  our  armies,  and  procuring 
food  and  clothing  and  the  material  of  war  for  the 
support  of  our  armies,  you  cannot  reasonably  an- 
ticipate any  considerable  diminution  of  our  ex- 
penditures. 

With  these  large  expenditures  pressing  upon 
us,  our  indebtedness  must  rapidly  increase  and 
our  currency  expand,  and  the  difference  between 
our  paper  currency  and  gold  must  and  will  con- 
tinue to  increase.  Nothing  can  permanently  di- 
minish the  price  of  gold  but  the  adoption  by  Con- 
gress, at  the  earliest  possible  day,  of  a  system  of 
taxation  that  shall  enable  the  Government  to  raise 
annually  from  three  to  four  hundred  million  dol- 
lars of  revenue.  A  system  of  ijiternal  taxation 
that  should  raise  a  revenue  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  or  three  hundred  million  dollars  annually 
*ould  strengthen  the  credit  of  the  Government 
now  strained  to  its  utmost,  check  the  issue  of  more 
paper  currency  and  speculative  prices,  and  bring 
down  the  price  of  gold .  The  adoption  of  such  a 
system  is  demanded  by  the  highest  interests  oi 
the  Government  and  the  country^and  would  be 
hailed  and  applauded  by  the  practical  business 
men  of  the  country  and  by  the  masses  of  thi; 
American  people.  The  practical  mind  of  the  coun- 
try cannot  fail  to  see  that  if  we  could  have  raised 
during  the  past  two  years  by  internal  taxation  a 
revenue  of  ^50,000,000  annually,  and  thus  di* 
minished  our  debt  by  $500,000,000,  that  the  ex' 
penses  of  the  Government  would  have  been  ai 
least  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  mil- 
lions less  than  they  have  been,  and  that  the  cost 
of  living  of  the  people  would  have  been  hundreda 
of  millions  less  than  it  has  been.  Could  we  have 
adopted  a  revenue  system  that  would  have  en- 
abled the  Government  to  have  paid  annually  from 
one  third  to  one  half  of  our  expenditures,  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  the  soundness  of  the 
currency,  thus  strengthened  and  preserved,  would 
have  checked  speculative  prices,  and  enabled  the 
Governmerit  and  the  people  to  have  saved  hun- 
dreds of  millions  of  dollars  in  their  expenditures. 
The  failure  to  impose  the  needed  taxation  has 
added  hundreds  of  millions  to  our  debt,  compelled 
the  Government  to  increase  and  expand  our  cur- 
rency, advanced  the  price  of  gold,  and  conse- 
quently advanced  the  prices  and  increased  enor- 
mously the  expenses  of  living.  Better,  far  better 
for  the  Government  and  the  people  to  pay  heavy 
taxes,  preserve  a  sound  currency,  and  keep  as 
small  as  possible  tlie  national  debt,  than  to  pay 
light  taxes,  increase  rapidly  the  national  debt,  en- 
large the  volume  of  the  currency,  carry  up  the 
price  of  gold,  and  thus  add  to  the  cost  of  living 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars. 

The  country  is  better  able  to  pay  heavy  taxes 
now  than  it  will  be  when  the  contest  is  over.  The 
country  is  full  of  money,  nearly  all  business  inter- 
ests are  prosperous,  labor  is  in  great  demand,  and 
commands  high  prices.  Now  is  the  time  for  the 
people  to  pay  their  indebtedness,  and  to  pay,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  heavy  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  other  day  we  added  a  trifling  tax  of  forty 
cents  per  gallon  on  whisky,  making  the  small 
tax  of  only  sixty  cents  per  gallon  on  that  great 
article  of  use  and  consumption.  We  ought  to  put 
a  tax,  to  comuience  at  the  beginning  of  the  next 
fiscal  year,  of  $1  50  per  gallon  upon  ivhi.sky. 
Such  a  tax  would  not  perceptiblj'  diminish  the 
consumption  of  that  article,  and  if  it  did  do  so, 
the  country  would  not  suffer  by  it.  A  gallon  of 
whisky  sells  at  retail  at  from  six  to  twelve  dol- 
lars per  gallon.  It  is  a  fit  subject  for  high  .taxa- 
tion, and  out  of  it  we  can  raise  an  immense  rev- 
enue, and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  if 
it  does  not  impose  a  large  tax  upon  it,  to  com- 
mence not  after  the  next  crop  of  grain  is  used  up 
and  distilled,  but  before  that  crop  is  used,  will 
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Btand  without  excuse  or  justification.  We  criti- 
cise tlie  siiortcomings  of  the  Executive,  of  the 
members  of  the  Cabinet,  and  of  generals  in  the 
field;  but  if  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
in  tlie  lights  of  the  present  fail  to  impose  heavy 
taxes  upon  whisky  and  other  spirits  imi)orted 
into  the  country,  on  tobacco  and  other  luxuries, 
its  failure  will  be  greater  than  the  failure  of  Pres- 
idents, of  Cabinets,  or  of  generals  in  the  field. 

Never  was  the  country  so  reckless  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  money,  so  extravagant  in  its  modes 
of  living,  as  now.  Tax  then  heavily  whisky, 
tobacco,  and  other  domestic  productions  of  lux- 
ury, and  impose  high  duties  upon  wines,  brandies, 
silks,  and  other  imported  articles  that  minister  to 
our  luxurious  tastes.  The  Senator  from  Iowa 
[iVIr.  Grimes]  remarks  in  an  under  tone  that  we 
ought  to  increase  the  tax  on  domestic  mat)ufac- 
tures.  1  say,  sir,  although  I  am  the  representa- 
tive of  a  State  largely  interested  in  domestic  man- 
ufactures and  the  mechanic  arts,  that  we  ought 
to  increase  the  duties  on  domestic  manufactures. 
1  am  ready  to  vote  at  any  time  to  double  the  taxa- 
tion on  our  domestic  manufactures.  In  so  voting 
I  shall  act  under  the  conviction  that  the  enduring 
interests  of  the  country  demand  such  a  vote,  and 
that  the  interests  of  the  people  and  of  the  business 
men  of  the  country  demand  such  a  vote.  In- 
creased taxation  J  wisely  adjusted,  is  the  only  rem- 
edy for  the  restoration  of  the  national  credit,  the 
diminution  of  the  volume  of  paper  currency,  and 
the  reduction  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  expenses  of  the  people. ' 

I  am  prepared  to  vote,  sir,  for  all  measures  of 
legislation  demanded  alike  by  the  interests  of  the 
country  and  of  the  people.  The  nation  ought  to 
have  the  benefit  of  a  sound  national  currency, 
and  as  far  as  [fossible  the  benefit  of  the  paper  cir- 
culation of  the  country.  I  am  therefore  for  the 
adoption  of  a  policy  that  will  gradually  withdraw 
from  the  paper  circulation  of  tlie  country  the  notes 
of  the  State  banking  institutions.  I  would  not 
harm  existing  institutions,  but  I  would,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  establish  a  uniform  circulation. 
But,  sir,  I  shall  vote  for  this  proposition  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  autljorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  sell,  at  his  option,  the  gold  in 
the  Treasury  not  required  to  meet  the  accruing 
interest  on  the  national  debt.  The  enactment  of 
such  a  law  will  tend  to  check,  to  some  extent,  the 
operations  of  the  gold  speculators;  but  it  can  have 
and  will  have  no  such  effect  as  some  Senators  sup- 
pose it  will  have.  The  price  of  foreign  exchange 
in  the  New  York  market  now  demonstrates  that 
the  present  price  of  gold  has  been  forced  up  three 
or  four  per  cent,  by  the  operations  of  gold  spec- 
ulators. But  unless  Congress  provides  the  means 
to  double  or  treble  the  income  derived  from  in- 
ternal revenue,  and  to  increase  the  duties  on  for- 
eign imports,  so  as  to  be  able  to  pay  from  one 
third  to  one  half  of  our  expenses  during  the  next 
fiscal  year,  the  difference  between  an  expanded 
paper  currency  and  gold  and  silver  will  continue 
to  increase.  Taxation,  heavy  taxation,  and  vic- 
tories in  the  field  will  alone  diminish,  permanently 
diminish  the  price  of  gold,  even  after  the  passage 
of  the  pending  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  on  wliich  the  yeas  and  nays  have 
been  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  5,  nays  32;  as  follows: 

YIjAS — Messrs.  Uuckalew,  Davis,  HeiulrickE,  Powell, 
and  Wriglit^S. 

NAYri  —  Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamcr, 
Conness,  Dixon,  Doolittlo,  Fesscndcn,  Foot,  Grimes,  Har- 
ding, Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Jolinson,  Lane  ol'In- 
diana.  Lane.  olHiinsn.i,  INtor^'an,  Morrill,  Ncsuiitli,  Pome- 
roy,  Ilainsoy,  9aiilsl)iiry,  .Slierinaii,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,Van 
Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willcy,  and  Wjison— Ui. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  amendment  made  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  D.OOLITTLE.  1  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man having  charge  of  this  joint  resolution,  that 
there  seem.s  to  be  no  limitation  whatever  of  the 
lime  ill  which  the  Secretary  is  authorized  to  an- 
ticipate the  payment  of  interest.  It  seems  to  me 
it  ought  to  be  limited  to  some  time.  He  ought 
not  to  be  permiitiMl  to  anticipate  it  beyond,  1 
think,  the  period  of  one  year,  and  I  will  offer  an 
amendment  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  SHERlVl  AN.  I  hardly  think  we  can  sup- 
pose there  will  be  any  occasion  for  such  a  iimii- 


ation;  but  still,  if  the  Senator  wants  to  limit  it 
to  a  year,  I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  move,  in  line  four,  after 
the  word  "  debt,"  to  insert  "  by  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding one  year;"  so  that  the  resolution  will  read: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  an- 
ticipate tlie  payment  of  interest  on  the  piihlicdcbt  by  a  pe- 
riod not  exceeding  one  year,  from  time  to  time,  with  or 
without  a  rebate  of  interest  on  the  coupons,  as  to  him  may. 
seem  expedient ;  &.C. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  inquire  of  the  Senatorfrom 
Wisconsin  whether  his  limitation  will  apply  to 
the  authority  to  sell  gold. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  know  you  do  not  mean  jt. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  last  clause  is  an  en- 
tirely distinct  clause  giving  a  distinct  authority: 
"  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  dispose  of  any 
gold  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  not  ne- 
cessary for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public 
debt." 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  He  will  have  that  authority 
as  long  as  the  law  stands. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Certainly  he  will  have  that 
authority.  This  is  a  continuing  statute;  and  so 
it  would  be  a  continuing  statute  as  to  the  antici- 
pation of  the  payment  of  interest,  but  the  effect 
of  my  amendment  is  that  he  shall  not  at  any  time 
anticipate  the  payment  of  interest  more  than  one 
year. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Has  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  on  Finance  been  passed 
upon.' 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  It  has  been 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  Senate.  The  question  now  is 
on  ordering  the  amendments  to  be  engrossed  and 
the  joint  resolution  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  joint  resolution  to  be  read  a  third  time.  It 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  its  passage. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  voted  against  theamend- 
ment  of  my  friend  from  Indiana,  because  I  could 
not  see,  after  the  explanation  of  the  Senatorfrom 
Ohio,  the  propriety  of  that  amendment.  I  intend, 
however,  to  vote  against  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
tl)pugh  I  did  not  wish  to  incumber  it  with  any 
anrendment  which  my  judgment  did  not  approve 
of,  and  if  the  measure  was  to  pass,  I  did  not  see 
the  propriety  of  the  amendment.  I  shall  oppose 
the  ])assageof  the  bill  for  reasons  which  I  shall  not 
now  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  to  state;  but 
knovving,  of  course,  that  the  bill  will  be  passed,  I 
think  it  proper  simply  to  say  that  I  am  opposed 
to  its  passage. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  30,  nays  8;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Conness,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  I'cssniiden,  Foot,  Har- 
ding, Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  How(!,  Johnson,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomcroy,  Ramsey, 
Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  VVade,  Wil- 
kinson, Willey,  and  Wilson— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bnckalew,  Davis,  Grimes,  Hendricks, 
rovvcll,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  and  Wright— 8. 

So  the  joint  resolution  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COLLAMER,  its  title  was 
amended  by  adding  the  words"  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

POST  OFFICE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like,  if  the  Sen- 
ate would  agree  to  it,  now  to  take  up  one  or  two 
appropriation  bills,  which  have  been  lying  on  the 
table  for  some  time,  and  1  think  can  soon  be 
passed.  I  move  first  to  take  up  the  Post  Office 
appropriation  bill. 

The  moljon  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  50)  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1865,  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to  appropriate 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Tniasury  arising  from 
the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  in 
conformity  to  the  act  of  the  2d  of  July,  I83G,  for 
transportation  of  the  mails,  (inland,)  !j^7,849,0()0; 
for  foreign  mail  tranRportation,$250,(IOO;  for  ship, 
st(!amboat,  and  way  letters,  j^8,U0();  for  compen- 
sation to  postmasters,  $3,100,000;  for  clerks  for 
post  offices,  #1,108,000;  for  payments  to  letter- 
carriers,  Jii320,000;  for  wrapping  paper,  §40,000; 
for  twine,  $16,000;  for  office  stamps,  $5,000;  for 


letter  balances,  §2,500;  for  compensation  to  blank- 
agents  and  assistants,  $6,500;  for  office  furni- 
ture, $2,000;  for  advertising,  $35,000;  for  postage 
stamps  and  stamped  envelopes,  $90,000;  for  mail 
depredations  and  special  agents,  $60,000;  for  mail- 
bags,  $60,000;  for  mail  locks  and  keys,  $10,000; 
for  payment  of  balances  due  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, $200,000;  and  for  miscellaneous  payments, 
$200,000. 

If  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
shall  be  insufficient  to  meet  the  appropriations, 
the  sum  of  $1,000,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary,  is  to  be  appropriated  out  of  the 
Treasury  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  revenue  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  ending 
the  30ih  of  June,  1865. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  have  some  amendments 
to  propose  by  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads;  and  1  send  to  the  Chair 
and  desire  to  have  read  a  communication  from 
the  Department  on  which  my  amendments  will' 
be  founded. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  letter: 

Post  Office  Department,  February  17,  1854. 

Sir:  It  is  found  that  a  mistake  was  made  in  the  estimate 
of  expenditure  for  letter-carriers  during  the  fiscal  ypar  end- 
ing oOth  June,  1865.  The  amount  was  fixed  at  .$320,000, 
on  the  basis  of  the  e.xpenditures  for  the  current  year,  not 
allowing  for  any  extension  of  the  letter-carrier  system 
under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  3d  March,  1863.  As 
the  public  interest  will  require  such  extension,  not  only  In 
localities  where  it  is  now  in  operation,  but  also  at  points 
wheru  it  has  not  yet  been  introduced,  1  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend that  the  appropriation  for  payments  to  letter-carriers 
contained  ift  House  bill  No.  50  be  doubled,  making  the  same 
$640,000,  with  the  proviso  that  so  much  of  the  increased 
amount  as  may  be  necessary  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  appropriated  for  ttie  service  of  the  Post 
Office  Department. 

It  also  becomes  necessary  to  ask  an  additional  appropri- 
ation of  $48,000  for  wrapping  paper,  making  the  whole 
amount  to  be  appropriated  for  this  oliject  gfSS.OOO,  instead 
of  §40,000,  as  provided  in  said  bill.  The  latier  sum  was 
estimated  as  the  cost  of  wrapping  paper  on  the  basis  of  the 
expenditure  .therefor  during  the  last  year  under  a  contract 
which  has  expired  ;  but  the  proposals  recently  submitted 
for  furnishing  this  paper  to  tlie  Department  are  more  than 
one  hundred  per  cent,  higher  than  the  prices  paid  under  the 
last  contract. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  BLAIR, 
Postmaster  General. 
Hon.   Jacob   Colla.mer,   Chairman   Committee  on  Post 

Offices  and  Post  Roads,  United  States  Senate. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  move,  in  pursuance  of 
that  recommendation,  in  the  nineteenth  and  twen- 
tieth lines,  to  strike  out  "$320,000,"  and  insert 
"$640,000." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  In  the  twenty-first  line,  I 
mo  veto  strike  out  "$40, 000"and  insert  "$88, 000." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  The  amendments  just 
made  render  necessary  an  amendment  to  the  sec- 
tion which  provides  an  appropriation  from  the 
Treasury  in  case  of  a  deficiency  in  the  Post  Office 
revenues.  That  section  as  it  stands  appropriates 
$1,000,000  out  of  the  Treasury  to  meet  any  defi- 
ciency in  the  income  of  the  Department.  The 
increase  already  made  requires  that  that  should 
be  put  at  $1,500,000.  I  therefore  move,  after 
the  words  "  one  million"  to  insert  "five  hundred 
thousand." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  1  have  nothing  further  to 
propose; 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amanded, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in;  and  it 
was  ordered  that  they  be  engrossed,  and  that  the 
bill  be  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

DEFICIENCY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  submitted  a  report  from 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  deficiency  ap- 
propriation bill;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

The  conimittce  of  confeionce  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill  (II.  R. 
No.  156)  to  supply  dcdciencies  in  the  appropriations  for 
the  Kcrvice  of  the  fiscal  year  (tiding  the  30th  of  June,  1864, 
having  met,  after  full  and  free  conference  have  agreed  to 
reeoniinend,  and  do  recomnioiid,  to  their  respective  Houses 
as  follows: 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from  tticir  dis- 
agreement to  the  first,  eleventh,  and  seventeenth  amcnd- 
inent.s  ol^the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same. 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  eighteenth  amend- 
ment. 

'I'hat  the  Senate  recede  from  so  much  of  their  third 
amendment  as  proposes  to  strike  out  lines  eight,  nine,  ten. 
eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  and  fourteen,  on  page  3  of  said 
bill, and  agree  to  the  same,  with  an  umondmcnl as  follows: 
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on  page  3,  liije  twelve,  of  said  bill,  after  the  word  "Mis- 
souri," strike  out  the  words  "  llie  office  herealter  to  l)e 
closed,"  and  insert  the  following  words:  "to  the  31st  of 
October,  1863,  when  ttie  office  was  closed."  And  that  the 
House  of  llepresentatives  recede  from  so  much  of  said 
third  amendment  as  proposes  to  strike  out  lines  til'teen, 
sixteen,  and  seventeen  on  page  3  of  said  bill,  and  agree  to 
the  same. 

That  the  House  ofRopresentatives  recede  from  their  dis- 
agreement to  so  much  of  the  Senate's  twelfth  amendment 
as  proposes  to  insert  words  in  lieu  of  the  words  proposed- 
to  be  stricken  out,  and  the  Senate  recede  from  so  much  of 
their  amendment  as  proposes  to  strike  out  words,  and  agree 
to  the  same. 

That  the  House  ofRepresentatives  recede  from  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  fifteenth  aniendmefit  of  the  Senate,  and 
a^'ree  to  the  same  with  the  following  amendments:  in  line 
ufi  of  the  matter  proposed  to  be  inserted  by  said  amend- 
ment strike  out  the  word  "  hundred,"  and  insertin  lieu  the 
word  "thousand  ;"  and  in  line  nineof  the  matter  proposed 
to  be  inserted  by  said  amendment  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  "  provided,"  and  insert  in  lieu  the  following  words  : 
"  that  hereafter  no  payment  shall  be  made  from  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  either  House  of  Congress  unless  sanctioned  by 
the  Committee  to  Auditand  Control  the  ContingentExpenses 
of  the  Senate  or  the  Committee  of  Accounts  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  respectively ;  and  no  transfer  of  bal- 
ances of  appropriations  shall  be  made  from  one  fund  to 
another,  except  by  law." 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from  their 
amendment  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill. 

That  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  recede  fromtheirdis- 
agreement  to  the  nineteentli  amendment  of  the  Senate  and 
agree  to  the  same  with  the  following  amendments:  in  line 
eighteen  of  said  amendment  strike  out  the  word  "eight," 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereoJ' the  word  "five;"  and  in  line  nine- 
teen strike  out  the  word  "eight"  where  it  first  occurs,  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "six;"  and  in  the  same  line 
strike  out  the  word  "eight"  where  it  occurs  the  second 
time,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "ten  ;"  and  in  line 
twenty-three,  after  the  word  "office,"  insert  the  following 
words:  "fifteen  clerks  of  class  three,  fifty  of  class  two  ;" 
and  in  the  same  line  strike  out  the  Word  "two,"  and  insert 
in  lieu  the  word  "one  ;"  and  in  the  same  line  strike  out  the 
word  "six,"  and  insert  in  lieu  the  word  "forty ;"  and  in  line 
fifty-one  strike  out  the  word  "thirty,"  and'  insert  in  lieu 
the  word  "firteen  ;"  and  in  line  fifty-two  strikeoutthe  word 
'•'sixty,"  and  insert  in  lieu  the  words  "thirty-five  ;"  and  in 
the  same  line  strike  out  the  word  "seventy,"  and  insert  the 
words  "one  hundred  and  ten  ;"  and  strike  out  all  of  line 
sixiy-two.  ^_  p   FESSENDEN, 

SOLOMON  FOOT, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
A  S.  HOOPER, 

•  GEO.  H.  PENDLETON, 

THOMAS  WILLIAMS, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  If  Senators  desire  an  ex- 
planation of  tiiis  report  it  will  be  easy  to  give  it. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  the  only  disagreement  was 
on  the  first,  third,  eleventh,  twelfth,  fifteenth, 
seventeenth,  eighteenth,  and  nineteenth  amend- 
ments of  tiie  Senate,  the  first  and  the  nineteenth 
having  relation  to  the  same  subject.  We  struck 
out  from  the  first  part  of  the  bill  the  appropriation 
for  additional  clerks  in  the  Departments,  and  put 
the  provision  we  deemed  necessary  on  that  subject 
in  the  shape  of  a  new  section  at  the  end  of  the 
bill.  The  other  House  disagreed  to  that.  For 
the  sake  of  arranging  the  matter,  the  committee 
have  gone  over  the  subject  and  made  a  slightly 
different  arrangement  by  which  the  amount  of 
appi'opriation  for  these  clerks  is  reduced  some 
four  or  five  thousand  dollars  in  the  aggregate. 

The  third  amendment  was  in  relation  to  what 
is  called  "  the  returns  clerk."  We  struck  out  the 
appropriation  for  his  salary  for  the  reason  that 
we  could  not  find  any  authority  for'  appointing 
the  clerk.  The  House  of  Representatives  dis- 
agreed to  that  amendment,  and  on  looking  at  the 
statute  we  found  that  it  provided  forthe  appoint- 
ment of  a  returns  clerk  in  the  ofiice  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  but  no  salary  had  been  pro- 
vided for  him;  and  hence  it  is  necessary  to  make 
an  appropriation  to  pay  him. 

Another  subject  was  the  Missouri  land  office; 
and  in  regard  to  that  it  was  stated  by  the  Com- 
missioner that  the  office  was  finally  closed  on  the 
31st  day  of  last  October,  and  there  was  a  certain 
amount  of  salary  due  up  to  that  time,  and  so  we 
appropriate  it.  Then  there  was  a  disagreement 
in  regard  to  the  California  land  office  for  addi- 
tional clerk  hire.  The  other  House  agree  to  our 
amendment  striking  it  out. 

The  eleventh  amendment  on  whicii  we  dis- 
agreed was  a  little  amendment  in  regard  to  an  ap- 
propriation to  pay  a  bill  which  the  Senate  thought 
was  a  private  claim,  and  the  House  has  agreed 
that  it  was,  and  it  goes  out. 

The  twelfth  amendment  on  which  we  disagreed 
was  with  relation  to  a  claim  of  the  estate  of  the 
late  Governor  Morton,  once  collector  of  Massa- 
I  chusetts,  for  a  percentage  for  making  purchases 
for  the  light-house  establishment.  The  House  of 
Representatives  insisted  upon  that, and  we  found 


a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  theTreas- 
ury  saying  that  the  law  in  relation  to  the  matter 
had  been  decided,  that  the  account  had  been  aud- 
ited at  the  Treasury  Departinent  and  ought  to  be 
paid;  but  there  was  no  money  out  of  which  to 
pay  it,  and  he  requested  an  appropriation  for  that 
purpose,  and  the.  comrnittee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  yielded  to  that  statement. 

Tlie  fifteenth  aniendment  was  in  relation  to  a 
proviso  on  the  appropriation  for  hospitals.  The 
House  recede  and  strike  out  the  proviso.  They 
also  recede  in  regard  tc^paying  the  expenses  of 
the  registry  of  deeds  in  this  District,  and  they  also 
recede  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  volumes  of  the  Statutes  at  Large  of  Little 
&  Brown.     So  that  stands  as  the  Senate  left  it. 

Then  there  was  an  amendment  of  ours  for  de- 
ficiencies of  the  Senate,  which  the  House  agree 
to  with  one  or  two  slight  amendments. 

The  seventeenth  amendnaent  was  in  reference 
to  the  additional  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, fixing  his  salary  at  $3,000.  The  House 
agree  to  that,  and  the  Senate  recede  from  its 
amendment  making  all  the  salaries  of  the  Assist- 
ant Secretaries  $3,500.  The  vote  was  taken  over 
and  over  again  in  the  House,  and  the  House 
would  not  agree  to  raise  the  salaries  above  f  3,000, 
and  so  the  Senate  recede. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  How  is  the  salary  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  left.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  They  are  left  as  they 
were.  It  simply  fixes  the  salary  of  the  new  As- 
sistant Secretary  of theTreasury at^3,000.  Those 
two  provisions  were  the  seventeenth  and  eigh- 
teenth amendments.  These  are  all  the  points  of 
difference. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  tliat 
the  House  ofRepresentatives  had  passed  the  bill 
of  the  Senate  (No.  120)  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  fron- 
tiers," approved  June  30,  1834. 

BILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  approved  and  signed  on  the  3d  instatit 
the  following  bills  and  joint  resolutions: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  265)  supplementary  to  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  ways  and  means 
for  the  support  of  the  Government;" 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  35)  of  thanks  of 
Congress  to  the  volunteer  soldiers*who  have  re- 
enlisted  in  the  Army;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  41)  to  continue 
the  payment  of  bounties. 

And  that  he  approved  and  signed  on  the  7th 
instant  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  122)  to  increase  the  in- 
ternal revenue,  and  for  other  purposes. 

And  that  he  approved  and  signed  on  the  8tli 
instant  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  42)  to  enableguardians 
and  committees  of  lunatics  appointed  within  the 
several  States,  to  act  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Repi-esentativcs  had  signed  the 
enrolled  bills  (S.  No.  1)  granting  a  pension  to 
John  L.  Burns  of  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania;and 
(H.  R.  No.  116)  in  relation  to  university  lands 
in  Washington  Territory. 

ADJOURMENT  TO  MONDAY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  GRIMES,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  be  to 
meet  on  Monday  next. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  now  move  to  take  up 
the  Military  Academy  appropriation  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  34)  making  appropriation  forthe  support 
of  the  Military  Academy  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  18G5,  was  considered  as  in  Coinmittee  of  ihe 
Whole. 

It  proposes  to  make  the  following  appropria- 
tions: for  pay  of  officers,  instructors,  cadets,  and 
musicians,  !^117,176;  for  commutation  of  subsist- 
ence, $4,161;  for  pay  in  linu  ofclothing  to  officers' 
servants,  si.Kty  dollars;  for  current  and  ordinary 
expenses,  namely,   repairs  and    im])rovemcnts, 


fuel  and  apparatus,  forage,  postage,  telegrams, 
stationery,  ti'ansportalion,  printing,  clerks,  mis- 
cellaneous and  incidental  expenses,  and  depart- 
ments of  instruction,  <J41, 280;  for  gradual  increase 
and  expense  of  library,  $],U00;  for  expenses  of 
the  board  of  visitors,  |,4,000;  for  forage  for  artil- 
lery and  cavalry  horses,  §8,640;  for  supplying 
horses  for  artillery  and  cavalry  exercise,  $1,000; 
for  repairs  of  officers' quarters,  $1,500;  for  targets 
and  batteries  for  artillery  exercise,  $100;  for  fur- 
niture for  iiospital  for  cadets,  including  fixed 
wash-tubs,  hot  and  cold  water  bath  apparatus, 
and  water  closets,  $1,000;  for  annual  repairs  of 
gas-pipes  and  retorts,  $300;  for  warming  appara- 
tus for  barracks,  $15,000; and  foi-  rebuilding  public 
wharf  and  opening  approach  to  the  same  f'rom  the 
south,  $6,000. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  had  reported  the 
following  amendment  to  the  bill  as  an  additional 
section: 

Sec.  3.  «9nrf  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  thirty-fifth 
section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling 
out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
March  3,  1863,  shall  not  be  deemed  hereafter  to  prohibit 
the  paymentto  enlisted  men  employed  attheMTlitary  Acad- 
emy of  the  extra-duty  pay  heretofore  allowed  bylaw  to  en- 
listed men  when  employed  at  constant  labor  for  not  less 
than  ten  days  conlinuoilsly. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment as  an  additional  section: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  1st  day 
of  July,  1863,  the  annual  pay  of  cadetsattheMilitary  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point  shall  be  the  same  as  that  allowed  to 
midshipmen  at  the  Naval  Academy;  andtheamountneces-  • 
sary  for  that  purpose  is  hereby  appropriated. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  ask  the  Senator  to  make 
an  explanation  of  that  amendment., 

Mr.  HARRIS.  By  the  present  law  cadets  at 
West  Point  receive  thirty  dollars  a  month,  ^rom 
1802  until  1857  they  received  sixteen  dollars  a 
month  and  two  rations,  which  at  the  present  price 
of  rations  would  be  about  thirty-four  or  thirty- 
five  dollars  a  month;  but  in  1857  the  sum  was  fixed 
at  thirty  dollars  a  month.  That  was  barely  suffi- 
cient, scarcely  sufficient  to  support  the  cadets  at 
West  Point  prior  to  the  present  war.  Now  that  the 
expenses  are  so  much  increased,  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  support  themselves  at  their  present  rate  of 
pay.  It  has  resulted  that  on  the  1st  of  November 
last,  with  the  utmost  economy  which  the  Superin- 
tendent was  able  to  practice,  the  cadets  were  in 
debt$15,000and  alittle  more.  It  is  requisite  that 
their  pay  should  be  increased,  or  else  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  go  on  there.  They  have  a  com- 
missary establishment  which  was  created  by  con- 
tributions from  the  cadets  heretofore,  which  had 
a  capital  of  $17,000.  This  was  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  supplies  for  the  cadets;  but  the 
$15,000  which  the  cadets  are  now  indebted  to  the 
establishment,  the  commissary's  store,  has  en- 
tirely exhausted  their  capital.  They  have  no 
funds  now  for  the  purpose  of  making  purchases. 
The  Superintejident  advises  me  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  expend  some  six  thousand  dollars  imme- 
diately for  the  supply  of  uniforms  f^or  the  cadets 
the  ensuing  summer,  and  he  has  not  a  dollar  to 
expend  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  necessary,  therefore,  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  establishment  that  the  pay  of  the  cadets  should 
be  increased  to  make  it  equal  to  the  pay  of  the 
midshipmen,  and  that  is  the  effectof  this  amend- 
ment. It  is  necessary  that  it  should  take  effect 
from  the  1st  of  July  last  to  enable  these  boys  to 
pay  up  what  they  owe  to  the  institution  now. 

Mr.  ANTFIONY.  1  will  inquire  what  is  the 
pay  of  the  midshipmen  at  the  Naval  Academy.' 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Five  hundred  dollars  a  year, 
•  •hich  is  forty  dollars  a  month  and  a  fraction. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Would  it  not  be  better  to 
express  that  sum  in  the  amendment? 

Mr.  FIARRIS.  I  thought  it  was  better  just  to 
equalize  the  two  institutions. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  am  indifferent  on  that 
point.  • 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  am  rather  disposed  to 
yield  to  the  proposition  to  increase  the  pay  from 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  July  next;  but  this  amend- 
ment goes  back  so  as  to  cover  the  present  year. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
do  so  in  order  to  enable  these  boys  to  pay  their 
arrears.  Thoy  are  now  in  dcbt$15,000,  and  it  svill 
require  all  this  to  enable  them  to  start  even. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  stale  in  reference 
to  the  matter  that  1  have  seen  several  communi- 
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cations  from  the  officers  at  West  Point  who  slate 
that  it  is  impossible  in  the  present  state  of  things 
for  the  boys  there  to  get  along  upon  the  pay  that 
they  have  received,  and  also  stating  the  facts 
which  have  been  stated  by  the  Senator  from  New 
York;  and  that  it  is  working  very  badly  in  this 
particular:  very  many  of  the  cadets  are  poor; 
tiiey  come  from  poor  families,  and  have  been  sent 
there  because  they  were  bright,  intelligent,  fine 
fellows,  and  would  be  likely  to  make  good  offi- 
cers; others  who  were  sent  there  have  parents 
who  are  able  to  support  them.  The  result  is  that 
while  one  set  may  appear  like  gentlemen  and  have 
all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  necessary  to 
,  their  position,  the  others  are  obliged  to  be  com- 
paratively shabby,  and  it  makes  a  distinction  be- 
tween them  injurious  to  the  institution. 

It  struck  me  that  unless  my  friend  from  Iowa 
could  explain  the  difference,  I  could  not  see  why 
a  larger  sum  should  be  necessary  at  the  Naval 
Academy  than  at  the  Military  Academy;  why, 
if  the  sura  of  forty  dollars  a  month  is  necessary 
in  one  case,  it  should  be  too  much  in  the  other. 
I  was  therefore  disposed  to  yield  to  the  proposi- 
tion to  increase  the  pay;  and  if  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  in  order  to  bring  up  what  is  past,  1  do 
not  know  but  that  justice  requires  that  we  should 
go  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  year. 

I  state  these  facts  for  the  reason  that  the  matter 
was  not  brought  before  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  perhaps  we  should  not  have  felt  ourselves  at 
liberty  to  propose  an  amendment  of  this  descrip- 
tion if  it  had  been  brought  before  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  I  suppose  this  comes  from  the  proper 
committee. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  From  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Ml  FESSENDEN.  It  would  more  properly 
come  from  that  committee;  and  with  this  state- 
ment I  am  disposed  to  leave  it  to  the  Senate  to  de- 
cide the  question. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  read 
a  couple  of  extracts  from  letters  received  from  the 
Superintendent  during  tlie  present  session.  The 
first  is  dated  10th  of  December  last,  in  whicli  he 
says: 

"  1  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  you  of  tlie  absolute  ne- 
cessity for  putting  the  cadets  at  the  Military  Academy  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  cadets  at  the  Naval  Academy.  It 
is  now  a  demonstrated  fact  that  with  the  greatly  increased 
value  of  provisions,  and  all  tlie  necessaries  of  life,  the  pay 
or  the  cadets  is  insutficient  to  support  them.  Month  after 
month,  with  the  closest  economy,  their  indebtedness  in- 
creases, and  now  the  corps  have  purchased  on  a  credit 
amounting  to  ,^15,000.  Unless  they  can  obtain  relief  it  is 
not  difficult  to  foresee  how  the  matter  must.  end.  Many 
of  the  cadets  are  absolutely  in  rags." 

He  writes  again  on  the  25th  of  February: 
"Touching  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the  Increase  of  the 
cadets'  pay,  I  beg  to  state  that  two  days  since  I  suggested 
to  Colonel  Ulitz,  the  commandant  of  the  cor))3,tliat  during 
the  fine  weather  it  would  be  well  to  have  full  dress  pa- 
rades. His  reply  was  that  so  many  of  the  corps  were  ragged 
and  shoeless,  that  not  enough  were  left  to  make  a  respect- 
able show,  and  he  thought  it  had  better  not  be  attempted. 
The  'ragged  squad'  is  increasing  so  rapidly  that  if  some- 
thing is  not  done  to  relieve  the  corps  before  the  season  of 
out-door  exercises  begins,  we  shall  not  liave  presentable  ca- 
dets enough  to  make  a  corporal's  guard  that  may  appear 
out  of  the  area  of  barracks.  This  should  not  be.  Some- 
thing must  be  done,  and  done  quickly.  Every  species  of 
economy  kiiown  to  me,  and  to  the  other  ofliceis  in  charge, 
Is  used  to  eke  out  the  inadequate  pay,  but  with  what  re- 
Bults  the  above  statement  will  show." 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  and  1  shall  vote 
in  favor  of  it.  I  will  state,  in  answer  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Senator  from  Maine  as  to  the  dif- 
ference between  the  pay  of  the  cadets  at  West 
Point  and  the  midshipmen  at  the  Naval  School, 
that  the  amount  fixed  for  the  midshipmen  at  the 
Naval  School,  I  believe,  was  done  at  my  instaiup 
three  or  four  years  ago.  The  money  tliat  is  paid 
to  these  young  men  is  not  drawn  directly  by  lliem 
except  as  they  may  need  it  for  the  various  pur- 
poses for  whicli  it  may  be  used,  and  it  was  de- 
signed that  there  should  be  a  small  amou-nt  left 
over  from  each  ycar^to  accumulate  to  the  credit 
of  the  midslii|mien  in  order  to  give  them  an  out- 
fit at  the  end  of  the  four  years  for  the  regular 
cruise  lliai  lliey  arc  obliged  to  enter  upon.  That 
was  the  reason  why  the  amount  of  their  pay  v/as 
raised  from  three  hundred  and  fifty  or  four  hun- 
iln^d  dollars  a  year  to  five  hundred  dollnrs.  As 
in  the  case  of  ihene  young  men  at  the  Military 
Academy,  a  largo  inajojiiy  of  the  young  men  who 
arc  sent  to  the  Naval  Academy  are  (loor.  At  the 
lime  ihcir  mdary  was  fixed  at  $500  u  year,  the 


custom  was  to  send  them,  immediately  upon  their 
graduation,  on  board  a  ship  upon  a  long  cruise  of 
three  years.  According  to  our  system,  each  one 
of  these  young  men  is  obliged  to  furnish  for  him- 
self the  stores  that  are  necessary  for  his  mess,  and 
the  small  excess  of  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  dol- 
lars a  year  which  would  be  accumulating  to  his 
credit  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  Academy 
was  designed  to  furnish  an  outfit  for  that  cruise. 
I  do  not  think  anything  can  accumulate  now, 
either  to  the  midshipman  or  to  the  cadet  out  of 
the  amount  of  $500  a  year  now  paid  to  midship- 
men or  which  is'proposed  to  be  paid  to  the  cadet. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  can  say  that  I  have 
received  letters  asking  me  to  get  the  pay  of  the 
cadets  at  the  Naval  School  raised  on  the  ground 
that  they  have  very  hard  work  to  get  through. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  have  no  doubt  the  amend- 
ment is  right  as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  do  not  like  to  oppose  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  York.  It 
may  be  very  necessary  in  this  case,  but  it  seems 
like  entering  on  a  system  of  increased  pay,  and 
there  is  no  knowing  where  it  will  end.  I  have 
cases  presented  to  me  almost  every  day  of  officers 
in  the  employment  of  the  Government  who  abso- 
lutely insist  upon  it  that  they  cannot  live,  cannot 
support  themselves  on  their  salaries.  It  may  be 
said  that  they  are  not  obliged  to  be  officers  of  the 
Government;  they  can  resign;  but  that  is  hardly 
a  satisfactory  answer  to  them. 

I  saw  many  of  these  cadets  when  I  was  at  West 
Point  during  the  holidays,  and  I  did  not  see  any- 
body in  rags  I  confess.  They  looked  to  me  very 
tidy  and  well  cared  for.  So  strong  a  case  has 
been  made  that  I  do  notlike  to  oppose  theamend- 
ment,  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  it  will  be  fruit- 
ful of  a  good  many  other  applications  of  the  same 
kind.  It  will  establish  a  precedent  that  we  shall 
have  to  follow  in  many  cases  of  paying  extra  to 
everybody  under  the  Government  that  has  got  a 
hard  time  of  it. 

Mr.  CLARK.  It  seems  to  me  this  is  an  en- 
tirely different  case  from  that  of  persons  who  are 
employed  in  other  capacities.  This  is  a  case  where 
we  undertake  to  support  boys  at  school;  they 
are  all  boys;  and  if  the  representations  which  are 
placed  before  us  by  the  Senator  from  New  York 
are  true,  it  seems  to  me  there  is  no  question  about 
it  that  we  ought  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  cadets. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  know  very  well  this  is  a 
case  where  we  are  educating  boys;  but  at  the  same 
time  those  of  them  whom  I  do  linovv  are  not  at 
all  in  a  situation  where  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  us  to  pay»every  expense  tliat  they  are  put  to. 
There  may  be  some  very  poor  cases,  but  I  have 
seen  such  efl'orts  to  get  boys  into  this  Military 
Academy  from  the  wealthiest  families  in  the  coun- 
try; and  1  know  some  from  those  families  who 
are  there  that  do  not  commend  themselves  to  me 
as  being  very  strong  objects  of  charity. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  believe  that  there  is  a  young 
man  at  the  Military  Academy  at  this  time,  from 
my  State,  who  has  gone  there  from  the  Army, 
and  who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  Army. 
I  remember  one  from  the  district  of  a  colleague  of 
mine  whom  I  now  see  upon  this  floor,  who  dis- 
tinguished himself  at  the  capture  of  Vicksburg, 
a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Griffith,  of  whom 
the  Senator  frorfl  Kansas  probably  has  heard, 
who  captured  eleven  men  and  brought  them  safely 
out  and  delivered  them  up  to  his  superior  officer. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  hope  I  did  not  say  that 
these  were  not  all  good  young  men  and  very  meri- 
torious. 1  did  not  intend  to  say  that.  I  have  great 
respect  for  them, and  want  to  give  them  what  en- 
couragement I  can.  1  only  say  that  we  shall  find 
other  liard  cases  if  we  enter  on  the  line  of  paying 
more  to  these  young  men.  It  may  be  argued  as 
a  reason  why  we  should  continue  this  process  in 
other  directiotis. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Isuppose  the  fact  that  there  are 
some  sons  there  of  rich  parents  should  notdeter  us 
from  doing  justice  to  those  who  have  not  rich 
parents  and  are  good  boys.  We  should  take  care 
of  them. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  am  very  desirous  to  do 
justice;  but  people's  ideas  of  justice  difl'i;r  very 
much.  There  are  some  people  who  think  that 
justice  demands  that  they  shall  not  only  be  tol- 
erably well  cared  for,  but  luxuriously  cared  for, 
if  they  are  in  the  service  of  the  Government. 
People  who  are  in  the  service  of  the  Government 


do  not  confine  themselves  to  those  economical  no- 
tions that  those  do  who  are  in  private  life. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  H^ARRIS.     I  oflfer  another  amendment: 
^nd  he  it  further  enaited,  That  cadets  found  deficient  at 
any  examination  shall  not  be  continued  at  the  Military 
Academy,  or  be  rea|)pointed,  except  upon  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  academic  board. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  come  in  as  a  new  section: 

^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  hereafter  In  all  appoint- 
ments of  cadets  to  tlie  Military  Academy  at  West  Point, 
the  selections  for  such  appointments  in  the  several  districts 
shall  be  made  from  the  candidates  according  to  their  re- 
spective merits  and  qualilications,  to  be  determined  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  War  shall 
from  time  to  time  prescribe. 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  substantially  the  propo- 
sition which  I  offered  at  the  last  session;  and  al- 
though I  was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  for  it 
the  assent  of  the  Senate,  mainly  from  an  appre- 
hension of  practical  difficulties  in  carrying  out 
what  is  admitted  to  be  a  desirable  reform  i  fit  could 
be  effected,  yet  the  general  expression  of  Senators 
was  so  much  in  favor  of  the  principle,  and  I  have 
been  so  much  strengthened  in  my  views  on  the 
subject  by  subsequent  reflection  and  examination, 
that  I  am  emboldened  to  renew  it. 

I  differ  entirely  from  those  who  are  fond  of  dis- 
paraging the  Military  Academy.  It  has  been  of 
incalculable  service  to  the  country;  it  is  the  origin 
and  the  constant  supply  of  that  military  science 
without  which  mere  courage  would  be  constant- 
ly foiled,  and  battles  would  be  but  Indian  fights 
on  a  large  scale.  Not  to  speak  of  the  Mexican 
war,  throughout  the  whole  of  which  West  Point 
shone  wifh  conspicuous  luster,  it  is  safe  to  leave 
the  vindication  of  the  Academy  to  the  gallant  and 
able  men  who  have  illustrated  the  annals  of  the 
war  that  is  now  raging.  Nor  have  its  indirect 
advantages  been  less  marked  than  its  direct.  It 
has  kept  alive  a  military  spirit,  and  kept  up  a  good 
standard  of  military  instruction  in  the  volunteer 
militia.  It  furnished,  from  its  fi'aduates  who 
have  retired  from  the  Army,  scores  of  men  who 
rushed  to  the  head  of  our  new  levies,  who  organ- 
ized and  instructed  them,  inspired  them  with  con- 
fidence, and  led  them  over  many  a  bloody  field 
to  many  a  glorious  victory.  Large  numbers  of 
our  best  volunteer  officers  owe  their  instruction 
indirectly  to  West  Point. 

To  say  that  no  course  of  military  instruction 
can  make  a  pupil  a  military  genius,  can  create  in 
him  that  rare  quality  that  takes  in  at  a  glance,  al- 
most by  intuition,  the  relative  strength  of  great 
masses  opposed  to  each  other.and  that  power  of 
combination  which  can  bring  an  inferior  force  al- 
wiiys  in  greater  number  upon  the  severed  portions 
of  a  superior  force,  is  very  true.  To  discard  mili- 
tary education  on  that  account  would  be  like  shut- 
ting up  the  schools  and  colleges  because  they 
cannot  turn  out  Mil  tons  and  Burkes  and  Websters. 
Education  does  not  create,  it  develops  and  en- 
larges and  inspires  and  elevates.  It  will  make 
the  perfect  flower,  the  majestic  tree,  from  the  little 
seed;  but  it  must  have  the  seed.  And  what"  I  de- 
sire is  that  the  Academy  at  West  Point  should 
have  the  best  seed;  that  its  great  resources,  its 
careful  culture,  its  scientific  appliances,  should  not 
be  wasted  on  second-rate  material.  The  Academy 
has  never  had  a  fair  chance;  the  country  has  not 
had  a  fair  chance;  the  boys  have  not  had  a  fair 
chance.  This  is  what  1  want  them  all  to  have,  and 
especially  the  country.  I  desire  that  the  Academy 
shall  begin,  as  it  goes  on,  upon  the  competitive 
principle.  As  all  its  standing,  all  its  honors,  are 
won  by  competition,  so  should  the  original  right 
to  compete  for  them  be  won.  I  would  give  all 
the  youth  of  the  country  a  fair  chance;  and,  more 
desirable  than  that,  I  would  give  the  country  a 
fair  chance  for  all  its  youth,  i  would  liave  the  . 
Academy  filled  up  by  those  young  men  who,  upon 
examination  by  competentjuiiges, should  be  found 
most  lik(4y  to  render  the  best  service  to  the  coun- 
try; to  make  the  best  officers;  whose  qualifica- 
tions, physical,  intellectual,  and  moral,  whose 
tastesand  inclinations  and  habits,  should  seem  to  f 
best  fit  them  for  military  life. 

But,  it  is  objected, no  such  examination  would 
be  infallible  Ofcourseit  would  not  be.  No  human 
judgment  is  infallible.  Our  deliberations  are  not 
infallible;  but  therefore  shoH  we  not  deliberate  P^ 
The  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  not  in- 
fallible; therefore  shall  we  abolish  the  court? 
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A  Sevator.  The  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire would  say  "yes." 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  know  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hale]  would  say  "  Yes." 
He  vvouhl  abolish  both  the  Academyand  the  Court, 
and  I  can  well  suppose  that  the  policy  which  would 
abolish  the  one  might  abolish  the  other.  But  al- 
tiiougli  such  an  examination  would  not  be  infal- 
lible, it  would,  if  properly  organized  and  properly 
conducted,  accomplish  much  toward  the  reform 
which  all  admit  to  be  desirable,  if  it  be  practica- 
ble. It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  young  men 
who  would  come  out  best  from  such  atrial  would, 
as  a  body,  be  superior  to  those  who  are  selected 
upon  mere  personal  preferences,  and  these  prefer- 
ences generally  not  for  themselves,  but  for  their 
pments;  not  on  account  of  any  opinion  of  their 
qualifications,  but  as  a  recognition-  of  the  political 
services  of  their  fathers. 

But,  again,  it  was  objected  when  I  made  this 
proposition  a  year  ago  that  it  was  not  equal,  be- 
cause, in  going  to  any  given  place  of  examination, 
some  young  men  would  have  further  to  travel 
than  others!  If  this  objection  had  not  been  gravely 
made  by  men  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  re- 
spect I  should  be  tempted  to  call  it  puerile.  A 
boy  asks  the  privilege  of  going  a  hundred  miles 
to  the  place  of  examination,  and  is  told  that  he 
cannot  have  it  because  another  boy  will  have  to 
go  two  hundred  miles,  and  another  but  fifty,  and 
■  it  is  not  equal!  The  fact  that  either  of  them 
would  go  five  hundrgd  miles  on  foot  for  the  op- 
portunity of  competition  is  not  taken  intQ  the  ac- 
count. On  the  Same  principle  our  elections  are 
not  equal,  for  one  man  must  travel  further  than 
another  to  reach  the  polls.  For  a  boy  who  can- 
not obtain  the  means  to  travel  from  his  home  to 
the  place  of  examination — and  there  will  be  very 
few  such  of  those  who  would  be  likely  to  pass 
high  in  the  examination — the  plan  proposed  would 
be  no  worse,  certainly,  than  .the  present  system; 
for  those  who  have  the  means  the'  difference  in 
the  distance  of  travel  is  too  small  an  item  to  enter 
into  the  account. 

No  plan  can  be  made  perfectly  equal.  Shall  we 
therefore  refuse  to  make  a 'large  advance  toward 
equality.'  Certainly  the  system  which  invites  a 
competition  from  all  who  are  in  a  condition  to 
avail  themselves  of  it  is  more  equal  than  that 
which  excludes  all  competition.  But  although 
equality  in  the  advantages  of  the  Academy  is  very 
desirable,  and  although  the  amendment  proposed 
would  be  a  long  step  in  that  direction,  it  is  not  for 
that  reason  that  1  urge  it.  It  is  not  to  give  all  the 
young  men  an  equal  chance  for  the  Academy,  it 
istogivethe  Academy  a  chance  for  the  best  young 
men;  and  although  even  under  this  system  the 
best  young  men  will  often  fail  of  success,  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  many  more  of  them  will  en- 
ter the  service  than  under  the  present  system. 

Nor  will  the  advantages  of  this  competition  be 
confined  to  those  who  reach  the  prize  for  which 
so  many  will  struggle.  An  incalculable  although 
an  incidental  benefit  will  accrue  to  the  thousands 
whose  youthful  hearts  will  be  stirred  by  an  hon- 
orable ambition,"  and  who  will  cultivate  their 
mindis  by  liberal  studies  and  develop  their  phys- 
ical power  by  manly  exercises  in  the  struggle  upon 
which  the  humblest  may  enter,  and  in  which  the 
proudest  can  obtain  only  what  he  flurly  earns. 
Under  the  present  system  the  Acaflemy  wastes 
full  half  its  strength  upon  boys  who  never  ought 
to  be  admitted,  and  whose  natural  incapacity  de- 
rives but  little  benefit  from  the  partial  training  that 
they  receive  there.  Under  the  system  proposed, 
the  Academy  would  exert  its  influence  upon  thou- 
sands of  the  brightest  and  most  aspiring  boys  all 
over  the  country,  stimulating  them«to  the  pursuit 
of  such  studies  and  to  the  formation  of  such  habits 
as,  if  they  fail  to  carry  them  to  West  Point,  will 
help  to  conduct  them  to  usefulness  and  honor  in 
whatever  path  of  life  they"  may  choose. 

But  again,  we  are  met  with  the  objection  that 
this  pro|)osition  is  impracticable,  that  it  looks 
very  well  on  paper,  but  that  it  carjjaot  be  carried 
into  eflect.  Let  us  see.  It  is  quite  safe  to  con- 
clude that  what  has  been  done  can  be  done,  and 
that  what  wise  and  judicious  people  do,  and  per- 
sist in  doing  after  experiment,  is  jiroper  to  be 
done.  Which  is  the  most  warlike  nation  of  Eu- 
rope? What  nation  of  Europe  has  carried  mili- 
tary science  to  the  highest  degree.'  What  nation 
k  of  Europe  has  the  greatest  genius  for  organiza- 
tion ?    You  will  say  the  Frencii.    Let  us  see  wiiat 


is  their  system,  I  read  from  the  report  of  the 
commission  appointed  by  Congress  in  1860  to 
visit  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  and 
report  upon  the  system  of  instruction;  a  commis- 
sion of  which  you,  Mr.  President,  [Mr.  Foot,] 
were  a  member: 

"Among  the  European  systems  of  military  education, 
tliat  of  France  is  prceuiinent.  Tlie  stimulating  principlo 
of  competition  extends  tlirougliout  the  wlioje  system;  it 
exists  ill  the  appointment  of  the  student,  in  his  progress 
tlirouglithe  preliminary  schools,  in  his  transfer  to  the  higher 
schools,  ill  his  promotion  to  the  army,  and  in  his  advance- 
ment in  his  subsequent  career.  Tlie  distinguishing  feat-, 
ures  of  tlieFrencli  system  are  thus  (fescribed  by  the  British 
commissioners." 

The  characteristic  points  of  the  French  system 
are  as  follows: 

"1.  The  proportion,  founded  apparently  upon  principle, 
which  officers  educated  in  military  schools  are  made  to 
bear  to  those  promoted  for  service  from  the  ranks.  9.  Tlie 
mature  age  at  which  military  education  begins.  3.  The 
system  of  thorough  competition  on  which  itis  louiided.  4. 
Tlie  extensive  State  assistance  afibrded  to  successful  can- 
didates for  entrance  into  military  schools  whenever  their 
circumstances  require  it."        ****** 

"Admission  to  the  military  schools  of  France  can  only 
be  gained  through  a  public  competitive  examination  by  those 
who  have  received  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  science  from 
the  lycees  or  public  schools,  and  from  the  orphan  school  of 
La  FIfeche. 

"A  powerful  influence  has  thus  been  exercised  upon  the 
character  of  education  in  France.  The  importance  of  cer- 
tain studies  has  been  gradually  reduced,  while  those  of  a 
scientific  character,  entering  more  directly  into  the  pur- 
suits of  life,  have  been  constantly  elevated. 

"The  two  great  elementary  military  schools  are  the 
School  of  St.  Cyr  and  the  Polytechnic  School.  These,  as 
well  as  the  other  military  scliools,  are  under  the  charge  of 
the  Minister  of  War,  with  whom  the  authorities  of  the 
schools  are  in  direct  communication.  Commissions  in  the 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  marines  can  only  be  obtained  by  ser- 
vice in  the  ranks  of  the  army,  or  liy  passing  successfully 
through  the  School  of  St.  Cyr,  admission  to  which  is  gained 
by  the  competitive  examination  already  referred  to." 

Again,  the  commission  say,  speaking  of  the 
School  of  St.  Cyr: 

"The  admission  is  by  competitive  examination,  open  to 
all  youths,  Frencli  by  birth  or  by  naturalization,  who,  on 
the  1st  of  January  preceding  their  candidature,  were  not 
less  than  sixteen  and  not  more  than  twenty  years  old.  To 
this  examination  are  also  admitted  soldiers  in  tlie  ranks  be- 
tween twenty  and  twenty-five  years,'  who,  at  the  date  of  its 
commeneenientjliave  been  actually  in  service  in  their  regi- 
ments for  two  years. 

"A  board  of  examiners  passes  through  France  once  every 
year,  and  examines  all  wlio  present llieniselves  having  the 
prescribed  qualifications. 

"  A  list  of  such  candidates  as  are  found  eligible  for  ad- 
mission to  St.  Cyr  is  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  War. 
Tlie  number  of  vacancies  has  already  been  determined, 
and  the  candidates  admitted  are  taken  in  the  order  of  merit." 

"  Twenty-seven,  or  sometimes  a  greater  number,  are  an- 
nually, at  the  close  of  their  second  year  of  study,  placed  in 
competition  with  twenty-tive  candidates  from  the  second 
lieutenants  belonging  to  tlie  army,  if  so  many  are  i'ortli- 
coining,  for  admission  to  the  stall"  school  at  I'aris.  This 
advantage  is  one  object  which  serves  as  a  stimulus  to  ex- 
ertion, the  permission  being  given  according  to  rank  in  the 
classification  by  order  of  merit." 

In  regard  to  the  Polytechnic  School,  the  com- 
mission say: 

"  Admission  to  the  school  is,  and  has  been  since  its  first 
commencenfent  in  1794,  obtained  by  competition  in  a  gen- 
eral exauiiimtioii,  held  yearly,  and  open  to  all.  Every 
Frencli  youth  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  twenty  (or 
if  in  the  army  up  to  the  age  of  tweuty-five)  may  ofier  Irim- 
self  as  a  candidate." 

This  is  the  system  which  was  organized  by 
Carnot  and  adopted  and  extended  by  Napoleon. 
It  is  the  system  under  which  the  French  army 
has  attained  its  perfection  of  organization,  its  high 
discipline,  its  science,  its  dash,  and  its  efficiency. 

But  not  the  Frencli  alone  have  adopted-the  com- 
petitive system.  In  England,  all  whose  traditions 
are  aristocratical,  where  promotion  in  the  army 
has  so  long  been  made  by  patronage  and  by  pur- 
chase, the  sturdy  common  sense  of  the  nation  has 
pushed  away  the  obstructions  that  have  blocked 
up  the  avenues  to  the  army,  and  have  opened 
theiVi  to  merit,  come  from  what  quarter  it  may. 
In  the  commencement  of  the  Crimean  war,  the 
English  peojile  were  shocked  at  the  evident  infe- 
riority of  their  army  to  the  French.  Their  offi- 
cers did  not  know  how  to  take  care  of  their  men, 
or  how  to  fight  them.  And  although  in  the  end 
British  pluck  and  British  persistence  vindicated 
themselves,  as  they  always  have  and  always  wiill, 
it  was  not  till  thousands  of  lives  had  been  sacri- 
ficed that  might  have  been  saved  under  a  better 
system.  No  French  oflioer  would  have  permitted 
that  memorable  chargi;  at  Balaklava,  which  was 
as  remarkable  for  the  stupidity  that  ordered  it  as 
for  the  valor  that  executed  it,  and  which  has  been 
sung  in  verses  nearly  as  bad  as  the  generalship 
which  they  celebrate.     After  the  war  the  English 


Government,  with  the  practical  good  sense  which 
usually  distinguishes  it,  came,  without  difficulty, 
to  the  conclusion  that  merit  was  better  than  family 
in  officering  the  army,  and  that  it  was  more  desir- 
able to  put  its  epaulets  upon  the  shoulders  of 
those  who  could  take  care  of  their  men  and  lead 
Ihem  properly  than  upon  those  who  could  trace 
their  descent  to  the  Conqueror,  or  whose  uncles 
could  return  members  of  Parliament.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Royal  Military  Academy,  which  had 
been  filled,  as  ours  is,  by  patronage,  was  thrown 
open  to  public  competition.  On  this  subject  I 
quote  from  the  very  interesting  and  valuable  re- 
port of  the  visitors  of  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point  for  the  last  year: 

"The  same  principle  was  applieil  to  appointments  and 
promotion  in  the  new  regiments  ealk-d  for  by  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  great  war  in  wliicli  England  found  herself  en- 
gaged. 

"Subjects,  time,  and  place  of  examination  were  offi- 
cially made  known  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  commis- 
sions to  conduct  the  examinations  were  appointed,  com- 
posed of  men  of  good  common  sense,  military  officers,  and 
eminent  practical  teachers  and  educators.  The;  results,  as 
stated  in  a  debate  in  Parliament  five  years  later,  on  ex- 
tending this  principle  to  all  publifc  schools,  and  all  appoint- 
ments and  promotions  in  every  department  of  the  public 
service,  were  as  follows:  in  the  competitive  examinations 
for  admission  to  the  Royal  Military  Academy  candidates 
from  all  classes  of  society  appeared — sons  of  merchants, 
attorneys,  clergymen,  mechanics,  and  noblemen,  and  among 
the  successful  competitors  every  class  was  represented. 
Among  the  number  was  the  son  of  a  mechanic  in  the  arsenal 
at  Woolwich,  and  the  son  of  an  earl  who  was  at  that  time 
a  cabinet  minister — the  graduates  of  national  schools,  and 
the  students  of  Eton,  and  other  great  public  schools." 

"On  this  point,  Mr.  Edward  Chad  wick,  in  a  report  be- 
fore the  National  Social  Science  Association,  at  Cambridge, 
in  186:),  says: 

"  '  Out  of  an  average  three  hundred  patronage -appointed 
cadets  at  the  Royal  M  ilitary  Academy  at  Woolwich,  for  offi- 
cers of  engineers  and  the  artillery,  during  the  five  years  pre- 
ceding the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  open  competition 
for  admission  to  the  Academy,  there  were  fifty  who  were, 
after  long  and  indulgent  trial  and  with  a  due  regard  to  in- 
fluential parents  and  patrons,  dismissed  for  hopeless  inca- 
pacity for  the  service  of  those  scientific  corps.  During  the 
five  subsequent  years,  which  have  been  years  of  the  open- 
competition  principle,  there  has  not  been  one  dismissed  for 
incapacity.  Moreover,  the  general  standard  of  capacity  has 
been  advanced.  An  eminent  professor  of  this  university, 
who  has  taught  as  well  under  the  patronage  as  under  the 
competitive  system  at  that  Academy,  declares  that  the 
quality  of  mind  of  the  average  of  the  cadets  has  been  im- 
proved by  the  competition,  so  much  so  that  he  considers 
that  the  present  average  quality  of  mind  of  the  cadets 
there,  though  the  sorts  of  attainment  are  different,  has  been 
brought  up  to  the  average  of  the  first-class  men  of  this  (Cam-  ■ 
bridge)  university,  which  of  itself  is  a  great  gain.  Another 
result,  the  opposite  to  thatwhich  was  confidently  predicted 
by  the  opponents  to  the  principle,  has  been  that  the  aver- 
age physical  power  or  bodily  strength,  instead  of  being  di- 
minished, is  advanced  beyond  the  average  of  their  prede- 
cessors.' "  » 

I  read  this  also  from  the  same  report: 
"Another  result  of  immense  importance  to  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  Great  Britain  had  followed  the  introduc- 
tion of  these  open  competitive  examinations  for  appoint- 
ments to  the  military  and  naval  schools,  to  the  East  India 
service,  as  well  as  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  principal  clerk- 
ships in  the  war,  admiralty,  ordnance,  and  home  depart- 
ments of  the  Government.  A  stimulusof  the  mostheallby 
and  powerful  kind,  worth  more  than  millions  of  pecuniary 
endowment,  has  been  given  to  all  the  great  schools  of  the 
country,  including  the  universities  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland.  As  soon  as  it  was  known  "that  candidates, 
graduates  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  liad  succeeded  over 
competitors  from  Oxford  and  Edinbuig  in  obtaining  valua- 
ble appointments  in  the  East  India  service,  the  professors 
in  the  latter  universities  began  to  look  to  their  laurels.  As 
soon  as  it  was  known  to  the  master  of  any'iniportant  school 
that  some  of  his  leading  pupils  might  compete  in  these  ex- 
aminations, and  that  his  own  rfputation  as  a  teacher  de- 
pended in  a  measure  on  the  success  or  failun;  of  these  pu- 
pils, he  Ii:id  a  new  motive  to  impart  the  most  vigorous  and 
thorough  training  to  liis  whole  scliool." 

Such  has  been  the  result  in  France  and  in  Eng- 
land. We  are  not  without  examples-  at  home. 
The  competitive  system  has  been  tried  in  repeated 
instances  here  in  the  appointments  both  to  the 
Military  and  the  Naval  Academy.  Several  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  with  a  conscientious  sense 
ofthe  responsibility  resting  upon  them,  have  given 
their  patronage  to  the  result  of  general  competi- 
tion, among  them  the  gentleman  who  so  ably  rep- 
resented, in  the  last  Congress,  the  district  in  which 
I  live.  The  results  have  been  most  satisfactory. 
Plere,  again,  I  will  quote  from  the  report  of  the 
board  of  visitors  to  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point: 

"The  principle  itielf,  of  selection  by  merit,  either  in  the 
mode  of  public  examination  or  of  careful  and  searching  in 
quiry  by  eompelent  iiiid  impartial  educators  designated  for 
this  purpose  by  the  parties  to  whom  custom,  ami  not  law, 
had  assigned  the  grave  responsibility  of  nominatiiig  candi- 
dates, has  been  voluntarily  applied  in  several  congressional 
districts.  Not  a  cadet  known  to  have  been  thus  selected 
and  appointed  1ms  ever  broken  down  from  want  of  vigor  o»' 
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body  or  inimI,or  I'liiled  to  n^acli  and  niniiilain  an  honorable 
position  on  tlic  merit  roll  ol'tliu  Academy;  and  to  this  care- 
ful selection  by  those  who  felt  the  responsibility  of  the  priv- 
ilege accorded  to  thcni  is  the  country  indebted  for  its  most 
eminent  and  usel'ul  oHicers." 

The  same  report  makes  some  observations  on 
a  point  upon  which  I  have  already  touched: 

"  To  the  objection  that  selection  by  public  competitive  ex- 
amination will  involve  expense,  we  ri'ply  that  any  expense 
which  will  do  away  with  the  prejudices  against  the  Acad- 
emy,which  the  presentsysleniol  patronage  hasdoiiesomnch 
directly  and  indirectly  to  evoke  and  I'osier,  and  whicli  will,  at 
thesame  time,  exclude  incompetent  and  secure  the  services 
ol'  vigorous,  talented,  well-traiiied  otficers  lor  every  arm 
of  tile  service,  will  be  well  incurred.  Hut  in  our  opinion 
there  will  he  no  more  expense  in  selecting  and  educatinc  a 
given  number  of  cadets  on  fhis  plan  than  on  the  pres' :  i. 
The  two  thousand  cadets  who  were  appointerl  by  patronage 
and  failed  to  graduate,  cost  the  Government,  directly  and 
Indirectly,  each  year  a  much  larger  sum  than  it  would  have 
taken  to  liave  excluded  them  in  advance  from  the  institu- 
tion by  competitive  examination  and  filling  their  places  by 
better  men  ;  and  their  exclusion  by  substituting  better  ma- 
terial would  liave  been  an  incalculable  gain  to  the  Acad- 
emy, facilitating  its  discipline,  increasing  tlie  value  of  its 
instruction,  and  giving  to  the  Army  a  larger  number  of  com- 
petent ofiicers." 

Even  under  the  despotic  Government  of  Aus- 
tria the  competitive  system  has  been  adopted  for 
the  higiier  places,  and  it  has  been  adopted  by 
Prussia  and  Italy.  In  Austria  every  subject  can 
claim  admission  into  the  military  schools  on  pay- 
ment of  the  cost  of  his  instruction;  and  ail  the 
appointments  to  the  staff  are  on  the  competitive 
system.  On  this  subject  I  read  from  the  work 
upon  Military  Education  and  Schools,  by  Hon. 
Henry  Barnard,  who  stands  in  the  very  front  rank 
of  the  great  educators,  and  who  gives  to  the  com- 
petitive system  the  weight  of  a  name  which  alone 
should  incline  us  strongly  in  its  favor: 

"The  yearly  examinations,  the  manner  in  which  the 
marks  of  the  monthly  examijiations  tell  on  the  final  one, 
and  the  careful  classification  of  the  pupils  in  the  order  of 
merit,  reminded  us  of  the  system  of  the  Polytechnic  more 
than  any  other  school  we  have  seen."        *        *        *        * 

"  The  arrangements  for  the  general  staff  school  require 
more  remark. 

"In  our  report  upon  Austrian  schools  we  have  specially  no- 
ticed this  school  as  remarkable  lor  its  thorougliand  open  com- 
petitive character  from  first  to  last,  and  its  very  sensible  plan 
of  study.  Admission  to  it  is  by  eoinpetilion,  open  to  officers 
of  all  arms.  The  pupils  are  not  unduly  overburdened  with 
work;  perhaps  there  is  even  room  for  one  or  two  more  sub- 
jects of  importance;  but  vvliat  is  done  seems  to  be  done 
thoroughly.  The  ofticors  are  carefully  ranked  on  leaving 
the  school,  according  as  the  abilities  they  have  displayed 
may  be  considered  a  criterion  of  their  fitness  for  employ- 
ment on  the  general  staf}';  and  in  this  order  they  enter  tlie 
staff  corps.  The  consequence  is  that  every  oflicer  knows 
distinctly,  from  the  time  that  he  first  competes  for  admis- 
sion until  ills  final  examination  on  leaving,  that  the  order 
in  whicli  he  willentertliestaff  depends  entirely  on  bisown 
exertions  and  success  at  the  school. ,  It  seemed  to  us  that 
this  open  competition  produced  a  spirit  of  confidence  and 
energy  in  the  students  as  great,  if  not  greater,  than  any 
we  met  with  elsewhere." 

I  quote  from  the  same  work  in  regard  to  the 
military  education  in  Sardinia: 

"Admission  into  the  artillery  and  engineer  school  may 
be  considered  the  reward  of  the  most  distinguislied  pupils 
of  the  Accailemin  Militare,  wUn  after  spending  their  last 
year  in  that  Institution  in  tlie  study  of  llie  higher  mathe- 
matics, chemistry,  and  architectural  drawing,  are  trans- 
ferred for  the  completion  of  their  education  to  the  school 
of  the  artillery  and  engineers. 

"The  stafl' school,  the  formation  of  which  dates  from 
1850,  is  chiefly  frequented  by  otticers  of  the  infantry  and 
cavalry,  who  must  be  below  the  age  of  twcmty-eight  years 
upon  their  entrance.  It  is  carried  on  upon  the  competitive 
system,  the  ofticers  being  ranged  according  to  merit  in  their 
final  examination,  the  ablest  entering  the  staff  corps  in  that 
order." 

In  the  same  work  Mr.  Barnard  gives  an  account 
of  the  staff  or  war  school  at  Vienna: 

"  The  most  striking  features  in  the  system  of  this  school, 
both  at  the  entrance  and  throughout  tlie  course,  are  that  it 
Is  distinctly  competitive,  that  it  admits  very  young  officers, 
and  that  while  the  work  is  considerable  the  subjects  for 
study  are  not  numerous.  In  these  three  points  it  differs 
considerably  from  the  Prussian  staff  school,  in  which  the 
students  are  generally  older,  and  tlie  principle  of  competi- 
tion Is  not  so  fully  carried  out.  In  the  Austrian  school  the 
students  are  placed  on  entering  in  the  order  which  their 
entrance  examination  has  just  fixed.  They  are  examined 
once  a  montli  during  their  stay.  On  leaving  the  school 
their  respi;ctive  places  are  again  determined,  and  they  have 
n>claim(brappointmentsin  the  staff  corps  in  the  exact  order 
In  whi<di  they  were  placed  on  lea\ing  the  school.  In  Bel- 
gium, also,  the  coinpctitive  system  is  fully  adopted." 

Tlie  following  testimony  is  from  a  report  on  the 
PfOgress  of  the  principle  of  competitive  examina- 
tion for  admission  into  the  nublic  service,  read- 
before  Section  F  Economic  Science  and  Statis- 
tics of  the  Briti-sh  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science,  at  Leeds,  September  27,  1H58, 
by  Edward  Ohudwick,  Commander  of  the  Buth: 

".Mr.  Cinoii  MngelyntfistH  that  the  'quallfieallonsof  the 
whole'  body  of  eompeliiive  candidates  appiNired  to  rise 


above  the  general  'level  of  the  education  of  the  country.' 
It  is  slated  iu  evidence  before  the  commissioners  1br  in-' 
quiring  into  the  means  of  improving  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  army,  that  this  was  most  decidedly  so  of  the  whole 
body  of  competing  candidates  for  medical  appoinnnents  in 
the  East  India  service.  IWr.  Canon  Mosely  concludes  his 
report  on  the  last  year's  experience  in  the  following  terms  : 
'Witli  reference  to  tlie  general  scope  and  tendency  of  com- 
petitive examinations,  1  may  pcrliaps  be  permitted  llie  ob- 
servation, that  the  consciousness  which  success  in  suoh 
examinations  brings  with  it  in  early  life  of  a  power  to  act 
resolutely  on  a  determinate  plan,  and  to  achieve  a  difiicult 
success,  contributes  more  than  the  consciousness  of  talent 
I  to  the  formation  of  a  jnanly  and  lionorable  character,  and 
to  success  on  whatever  career  a  man  may  enter.' " 

The  report  of  the  last  board  of  visitors  at  West 
Point,  from  which  I  have  read,  I  believe  has  not 
yet  been  printed  by  Congress;  I  iiave  read  from 
a  pamphlet  copy  of  it  printed  in  the  Journal  of 
Education.  The  board  was  composed,  as  it  usually 
is,  of  men  of  high  character  and  ability.  It  is  a 
most  honorable  service, and  their  opinions  are  of 
great  value.  After  a  full  and  laborious  examina- 
tion of  the  whole  subject,  they  unanimously  and 
earnestly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  compet- 
itive system.  They  recommend  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  cadets  to  four  hundred,  and  they  say: 

"  If  the  appointments  to  fill  and  maintain  the  corps  at 
this  maximum  [four  hundred]  can  be  selected  out  of  the 
many  American  youths  ambitious  to  serve  their  country  in 
the  Army,  on  the  plan  of  an  open  competitive  examination 
in  the  several  States,  the  visitors  believe  that  nijiety  outof 
every  one  hundred  thus  appointed  will  go  through  the  wliole 
course  with  honor,  and  the  average  ability,.seholarship,and 
good  conduct  of  the  whole  corps  will  equal  that  now 
reached  by  tlie  first  ten  of  each  class." 

The  present  number  of  graduates  is  less  than 
forty-five  out  of  every  one  hundred;  so  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  board,  the  adoption  of  the  com- 
petitive system  will  more  than  double  the  number 
of  the  graduates,  and  will  make  the  whole  ninety 
equal  to  the  first  ten  under  the  present  system. 

If  this  system  be  adapted  to  the  Military  Acad- 
emy, it  follows  that  it  is  equally  adapted  to  the 
Naval  Academy,  and  I  know  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  officers  in  charge  of  the  latter  institution  that 
the  competitive  system  would  increase  the  num- 
berandelevate  the  standard  of  the  graduates.  The 
appointments  that  have  been  made  on  that  plan, 
by  the  voluntary  act  of  the  members  charged  with 
the  patronage  of  the  Academy,  have  been  emi- 
nently successful. 

With  such  experience  of  other  nations,  with 
such  examples  at  home,  I  submit  th^t  we  may 
safely  in  this  republican  country  give  oar  young 
men  the  privileges  that  are  conceded  in  imperial 
France  and  in  aristocratic  England;  that  we  may 
safely  place  competition  against  patronage,  and 
give  to  modest  merit  a  chance  with  pretentious  im- 
becility. I  would  go  somewhat  further  in  the  com- 
petitive system.  I  would  not  have  the  Army  or 
the  Navy  officered  exclusively  by  the  graduates 
of  the  national  Academies.  If  any  young  man, 
at  his  own  expense  and  by  his  own  study  and 
aptitude  for  the  profession,  has  fitted  himself  for  a 
command  in  either,  let  the  competition  be  open  to 
him  equally  with  those  who  have  been  instructed 
at  the  public  expense,  and  let  the  epaulets  rest 
on  the  shoulders  that  are  most  worthy  to  wear 
them.  But  I  do  not  propose  to  follow  the  sulijcct 
to  this  extent  at  present.  I  shall  be  abundantly 
content  if  the  Senate  will  agree  that  the  competi- 
tive system,  which  has  worked  so  well  in  other 
countries  and  so  well  here  as  far  as  it  has  been 
tried,  shall  be  adopted  in  the  Academy. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  have  only  a  few  words  to 
say  on  this  subject.  While  1  would  accept  the 
theory  proposed  by  the  Setiator  from  Rhode  Isl- 
and in  the  selection  of  cadets,  1  do  not  think  the 
amendment  will  give  us  a  better  system  than  the 
one  we  have.  1  think  it  will  give  us  a  very  much 
more  objectionable  system.  The  amendmonl 
gives  the  power  to  the  War  Department,  "  under 
such  ruins  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  from  time  to  time  prescribe."  Wlioni 
will  the  Secretary  of  War  appoint  to  tnake  these 
examinations  in  the  various  districts.'  Army 
officers.'  if  you  want  to  consolidate  the  influence 
o£  West  Point, as  it  is  termed,  of  the  officers  who 
originated  from  West-jPoint,  establish  a  system 
like  this. 

I  think  the  amendment  pro|)oaed  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  in  crude,  and  that  if  some  time  had 
been  gi\en  to  the  ))reparation  of  a  scheme  accord- 
ing to  which  his  ideas  might  be  cariied  out,  there 
would  be  somt!  propriety  in  ])resenliiig  it  foradop- 
tion;  but  i  cannot  see  that  tlie  adoption  of  this 
amcndmuni  would  be  a  benefit.     I  slioiild  fear  ii3 


operation.  One  Secretary  of  War  might  carry  it 
out  very  fairly,  and  another  might  use  it  in  the 
worst  possible  manner.  When  a  scheme  can  be 
developed  and  prepared  that  will  give  the  poor 
youths  of  the  country  and  the  brained  youths  of 
the  country  an  opportunity  to  find  their  way  to 
our  Military  and  Naval  Academies,  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  can  have  my  vote  to  carry  it 
out;  but,  wishing  to  say  no  more  on  the  subject, 
I  simply  say  that  this  amendment,  in  my  opinion, 
will  work  no  beneficial  change. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  puipo.scly  omitted  any 
plan,  because  that  must  be  a  matterof  executive, 
not  of  legislative  appointment.  Whatever  plan 
may  be  first  adopted  would  probably  require  con- 
siderable variations  and  modifications,  and  we 
ought  not  tobe  obliged  to  have  the  law  changed 
in  order  to  e'ffect  them.  The  way  in  which  it  is 
done  in  England  is  very  simple,  and  it  seems  to 
me  it  is  the  natural  way,  the  obvious  way,  that 
would  suggest  itself  to  any  Secretary;  and  that  is 
that  a  commission  shall  be  composed  of  military 
men,  men  of  practical  common  sense,  and  medi- 
cal men.  The  examination  in  England  is  not  con- 
ducted mainly  by  military  men.  Military  men 
are  represented  upon  the  commission,  but  they 
do  not  compose  the  majority  of  it.  I  think  it  is 
a  very  simple  arrangement;  and  if  the  Senator 
from  California,  who  I  am  glad  to  see  is  disposed 
to  agree  with  me  in  the  principle,  prefers  to  adopt 
the  system  upon  the  bill,  I  will  go  for  it  with  great 
pleasure;  but  I  think  that  can  be  safely  left  to  the 
Secretary  of  War.  I  do  not  see  any  greater 
chance  of  an  abuse  of  power  in  this  respect  than 
there  is  in  the  exercise  of  any  other  discretion 
that  we  give  to  him. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  think  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  in  a  country  like  oura, 
with  people  like  ours,  is  utterly  impracticable  and 
Utopian;  but  at  the  same  time  I  believe  that  the 
mode  of  admitting  cadets  to  West  Point  might  be 
greatly  improved.  I  believe  they  tire  admitted  at  ^ 
too  young  an  age,  and  that  the  standard  of  qual-  'H 
ifications  for  admission  is  entirely  too  low.  I  ""B 
will  unite  with  that  Senator  or  any  other  in  ma- 
turing a  bill  which  shall  improve  the  institution 
in  this  respect;  but  I  hope  that  here,  upon  an  ap- 
propriation bill,  we  shall  not  attempt  to  enter  upon 
so  important  a  reform.  I  will  not  attempt  to  dis- 
cuss it  here.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  proposi- 
tion contained  in  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  can  ever  be  made  prac- 
ticable; that  is  my  deliberate  judgment;  but  I  be- 
lieve that  measures  of  reform  may  be  introduced 
into  a  bill  which  will  be  very  serviceable  to  the 
country  in  connection  with  this  institution. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  have  just  one  word  to  say 
in  reply  to  my  friend  from  New  York.  He  says 
that  what  is  done  in  England,  what  is  done  in 
France,  what  is  done  in  Sardinia,  what  is  done  in 
Austria,  what  has  been  done  to  some  extent  here, 
is  not  practicable.  I  think  the  fact  entirely  an- 
swers that  objection;  and  not  only  does  the  fact 
answer  it,  but  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  Acad- 
emy recommend  this  change  e»rnesily  and  unan- 
imously; it  is  the  burden  of  their  whole  report. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  should  like  to  inquire  of  the 
Senator  if  he  is  going  to  have  one  board  to  trav- 
erse the  whole  United  States  to  examine  these 
young  men^  I  understand  he  is  to  have  a  board 
of  surgeons  and  military  men.  Is  one  board  to 
do  it  all,  or  are  there  to  be  various  boards.' 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  will  tell  the  Senator  how 
I  would  do  it.  I  would  leave  it  to  the  Secretary 
of  War;  but  I  think  the  most  obvious  plan  would 
be  this:  that  the  Representative  from  each  district 
should  liave»thc  patronage  as  now,  and  that  he 
should  organize  the  commission  in  his  own- way, 
in  his  own  district.  I  would  have  a  board  in  every 
district,  und  the  board  should  be  named  by  the 
member  of  Congress.-  Hut  I  have  no  particular 
[ilan,  though  I  think  that  would  be  a  good  plan; 
there  are  a  great  many  ways  of  doing  it;  and  1  will 
not  agree  th;U  a  thing  which  has  been  done  every- 
where else,  arfd  which  the  best  educators  we  have 
say  ought  to  be  done  here,  is  imfiracticable. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  made  no  such  assertion.  I 
beg  the  Senator's  pardon  for  making  the  sugges- 
tion that  1  did;  but  it  was  because  1  understood 
him,  no  doubt  I  misapprehended  him,  to  say,  in 
reply  to  the  Senator  fiom  Caliibrnia,  tiiat  he  pro- 
potied  to  havea  commission  composed  of  military  4 
officers,  and  surgeons. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     1  said  it  was  so  in  England; 
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I  do  not  know  how  it  is  in  Fiance.  In  England 
the  commission  is  composed  of  military  men,  sur- 
geons, and  educator's. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Does  it  not  then  at  once  strike 
the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  that  if  he  allows 
each  member  of  Congress  to  organize  a  board  to 
suit  himself  in  his  own  district  he  will  have  just 
as  many  different  standards  of  excellence  as  tliere 
are  different  districts.' 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Is  that  any  worse  than  the 
present  system.' 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Will  it  be  any  better  than  the 
present  system.'  Why  legislate  unless  to  over- 
come evil.'  You  will  have  precisely  the  same 
number  of  standards  of  excellence  as  there  are 
numbers  of  districts. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  We  should  want  the  best 
boy  in  every  district.  If  ten  best  boys  lived  in 
one  district  1  would  not  have  them  all  come  from 
that  district,  and  none  from  the  other  nine;  I  want 
the  best  boys  from  every  district,  but  I  want  them 
distributed,  even  if  we  do  not  thereby  get  the  very 
best.  All  the  objection  that  Senators  urge  is  that 
the  plan  is  not  perfect.  I  do  not  profess  that  it 
is,  but  I  think  it  is  better  than  the  present  one. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  It  is  very  desirable  that  there 
should  be  an  examination;  all  admit  that;  but 
there  is  an  examination,  as  I  understand,  for  en- 
trance to  the  Academy. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Not  a  competitive  exam- 
ination; a  mere  examination  up  to  a  very  low 
standard  of  qualification. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  At  the  end  of  every  six 
months  or  year,  if  they  are  found  deficient,  they 
are  dismissed  from  the  Academy.  When  they 
first  go  there  there  is  what  maybe  called  a  phys- 
ical examination;  the  constitution  is  ascertained, 
and  if  it  turns  out  to  be  below  the  physical  stand- 
ard required  they  are  not  received  at  all.  I  do 
not  know  what  may  be  the  experience  of  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Rhode  Islond,  but,  having 
had  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  the  education  of 
boys  who  are  precocious  sometimes,  and  some- 
times have  slow  development,  I  have  known  very 
often  a  boy  who  was  very  precocious  at  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years  of  age  turn  out  to  be  very  deficient 
by  the  time  became  to  be  twenty;  and  on  the  con- 
trary, one  who  was  apparently  dull,  his  intellect 
and  mental  capacity  not  having  been  developed, 
turn  out  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  be  a  very  su- 
perior man.  No  particular  standard  is  recom- 
mended in  the  amendment  suggested  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Rhode  Island;  I  do  not  know  what 
standard  he  would  require;  but  the  same  stand- 
ard, I  suppose,  that  would  be  required  in  Rhode 
Island  would  be  required  in  every  other  State  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  same  minimum  stand- 
ard. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  do  not  know  what  that 
minimum  is  proposed  to  be,  or  what  he  thinks  it 
should  be.  If  it  be  greater  than  the  minimum 
now  required  at  the  Academy,  the  result  mightbe 
that  in  some  of  the  new  States,  where  schools  are 
necessarily  very  deficient  at  least  for  a  time,  there 
would  be  no  boy  who  would  be  eqal  to  the  mini- 
mum standard,  and  they  would  not  be  represented 
in  the  institution, although  in  point  of  natural  ca- 
pacity theiv  boys  might  be  the  equals  of  any  of 
the  boys  to  be  found  in  Rhode  Island. 

Then  (here  is  another  practical  difficulty.  How 
are  these  boys  to  be  assembled  in  the  different 
States.'  That  is  a  difficulty  that  isnotapplicable 
to  Rhode  Island,  because  there  is  very  small  ter- 
ritory within  her  limits,  full,  to  be  sure,  of  every- 
thing that  is  valuable  and  praiseworthy,  and  of 
everything  of  which  any  State  can  be  proud,  but 
still  it  is  a  very  small  territory.  But  go  to  one 
of  the  large  States  of  the  West,  how'are  they  to 
be  examined  .' 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  do  not  think  any  of  them 
18  larger  than  Prance. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  But  the  facility  of  getting 
along  in  France  is  better,  and  the  boys  are  more 
generally  educated  there.  Arc  the  members  of 
the  con1m^sslon  to  travel  from  door  to  door;  and 
if  they  do  not  travel  from  door  to  door,  how  are 

67 


the  boys  of  the  poor  emigrants  and  settlers  in  those 
States  to  get  to  the  place  where  the  commission  is 
to  be  held.'  Their  parents  cannot  pay  the  expense 
of  the  travel,  and  of  course  they  cannot  pay  it 
themselves,  and,  unlike  what  might  be  done  in 
Rhode  Island,  they  cannot  walk  to  the  place  as  a 
boy  in  Rhode  Island  might.  The  result  would  be 
they  would  not  get  there  at  all,  and  nine  tenths 
of  the  boys  would  be  unexamined,  so  that  in  point 
of  fact, in  agreat  measure,  the  competition  which 
the  honorable  member  seeks  would  not  in  very 
many  instances  be  obtained. 

The  great  practical  difficulty  which  has  ex- 
isted, I  think,  on  this  subject  in  the  Academy 
heretofore,  as  is  incident  to  the  regulations  of  the 
Academy  as  it  stands  now  or  to  the  want  of  reg- 
ulation, will  be  obviated  by  the  amendment  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  and  which 
the  Senate  have  adopted.  The  great  practical 
mischief  at  the  Academy  has  been,  and  all  the 
professors  have  complained  of  it,  every  one  of 
them  for  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  that  if  a 
young  man  at  the  end  of  the  six  months  or  twelve 
months,  I  forget  what  the  exact  time  is,  is  sent 
home  because  he  is  unequal  to  the  standard  which 
he  is  required  to  be  up  to  at  the  end  of  the  six  or 
twelve  months,  the  memberof  Congress  who  has 
sent  him  there,  or  a  member  from  the  State  from 
which  he  comes,  goes  to  the  authorities  here  and 
gets  an  order  from  the  President,  or  whoever  has 
control  of  the  matter,  that  he  shall  go  and  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  second  examination ;  and  that  has  been 
repeated  more  than  once  to  the  injury  of  the 
school  without  any  benefit.  I  hardly  know  of  an 
instance  in  which  a  boy  has  been  sent  back  where 
he  has  in  the  end  proved  equal  to  what  the  regu- 
lations of  the  school  required.  But  that  I  un- 
derstand is  avoided  by  the  amendment  which  the 
Senate  have  adopted  at  the  instance  of  the  honor- 
able member  from  New  York. 

It  is  certainly  very  desirable  that  the  school 
should  be  made  as  perfect  as  it  can  be;  but  our 
country,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a  country  that  is  not 
exactly  fitted  to  such  a  preliminary  examination 
as  the  honorable  member  from  Rhode  Island  pro- 
poses. He  suggests  that  members  of  Congress 
from  the  respective  districts  should  select  those 
who  are  to  make  the  examination.  Select  them 
from  whom.'  The  officers  of  the  Army .'  They 
do  not  know  them,  many  times. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  That  is  not  what  this  amend- 
ment proposes. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  know  that;  but  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Rhode  Island  said  just  now 
that  might  be  one  way  in  which  it  could  be  done. 
I  do  not  think  the  members  of  Congress  as  a  gen- 
eral thing  are  the  best  fitted  to  ascertain  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  boy  for  military  life  either  individually 
themselves,  or  the  best  fitted  to  select  a  commis- 
sion; and  the  commission  at  last  is  to  come  from 
officers  of  the  Army.  You  must  have  more  than 
one  commission;  and  then  when  you  get  a  com- 
mission from  officers  of  the  Army,  a  great  many 
people  will  say  that  there  might  be  a  better  com- 
mission than  can  be  obtained  out  of  the  Army,  be- 
cause it  is  useless  to  deny  that  there  is  an  impres- 
sion in  the  public  mind  that  very  many  of  these 
officers  themselves  are  deficient. 

My  principal  objection  to  the  amendment  is 
that  I  rather  think  it  is  impracticable,  in  the  first 
place,  and  in  the  second  place  that  it  will  do  great 
injustice  to  many  very  clever  young  men.  The 
President  has  wisely  determined — Mr.  Buchanan 
did  it  before  him,  and  I  think  Mr.  Pierce  did  it 
also — to  give,  as  far  as  his  patronage  is  concerned, 
these  appointments  to  the  sons  of  soldiers  who 
have  fallen  in  battle,  whether  they  were  officers 
or  whether  they  were  privates.  If  they  be  pri- 
vates, nine  times  out  of  ten  the  boys  have  no  edu- 
cation at  all,  except  to  read  and  to  write;  and  I 
understand  us  a  general  thing  boys  of  thatdoscrip- 
tion  who  have  been  sent  to  the  school  have  at  the 
end  of  a  year  proved  to  be  entirely  equal  to  the 
regulations. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  do  not  wish  to  prolong 
this  debate,  and  1  am  not  going  to  do  so.  The 
Senator  from  Maryland  assumes  that  in  the  first 


place  whatever  plan  may  be  adopted  will  be  a 
very  bad  plan  of  examination,  and  then  goes  on 
to  show  how  it  will  work.  I  do  notsuppose  that 
any  sensible  commission  would  select  the  young 
men  that  would  pass  the  best  literary  examination 
or  the  most  precocious  young  men ;  but  I  suppose 
they  would  do  here  as  they  do  in  Prance,  as  they 
do  in  England.  They  take  those  young  men  who, 
upfln  the  whole,  taking  into  consideration  their 
physique,  their  health,  their  taste  for  military  life, 
and  their  natural  ability,  promise  to  render  the 
best  service  to  the  country;  and  they  may  not  be 
the  men  who  Icnow  the  most  Greek  and  Latin, 
and  probably  would  not  be. 

With  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  assembling  all 
the  boys  in  sparse  districts,  how  do  those  boys 
fare  now?  What  chance  have  they  now.'  The 
Senator  from  Iowa  has  a  district  in  his  State  with 
forty  counties,  and  all  the  boys  cannot  come  to  a 
cent-ral  place  to  be  examined.  What  chance  have 
all  those  boys  to  get  into  West  Point  now?  How 
does  it  work  any  injustice  to  them  ?  How  is  in- 
justice rendered  to  those  who  cannotgo,  if  the  best 
boy  of  all  those  who  can  go  to  the  place  of  ex- 
amination shall  be  selected,  instead  of  having  the 
selection  made  by  the  personal  preference  of  the 
member  of  Congress  ? 

Mr.  GRIMES.  That  is  not  the  question;  but 
how  are  they  any  better  off? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  All  those  who  can  go  are 
better  off — and  those  who  cannot  go  are  no  worse 
off;  and  there  will  be  very  few  young  men  who 
are  likely  to  pass  a  good  examination  who  can- 
not be  sent  to  any  part  of  their  district  by  them- 
selves or  somebody  else.  Some  of  the  very  best 
officers  in  the  service  have  walked  many  miles 
to  get  their  appointments.  General  T.  W.  Sher- 
man, of  our  State,  went  personally  from  Newport 
to  Washington  to  get  his  appointment;  and  that 
is  longer  than  anybody's  district;  and  he  received 
his  appointment  at  the  hands  of  General  Jackson. 

If  the  organization  of  the  plan  were  intrusted  to 
me — which  is  not  proposed  by  this  amendment, 
but  to  an  officer  particularly  charged  with  that 
duty,  and  much  better  qualified — I  should  see  how 
they  do  in  other  countries  where  this  system  has 
been  tried  with  eminent  success;  I  should  ask  this 
board  of  visitors,  composed  of  some  of  the  ablest 
men  and  some  of  the  best  educators  in  the  coun- 
try, what  would  be  the  practical  details  of  the 
plan  which  they  so  earnestly  and  so  unanimously 
recommend;  and  I  think  from  the  experience  of 
other  countries  and  from  the  advice  of  such  men 
as  these  we  should  be  able  to  adopt  a  system  that 
will  not  be  impracticable  here,  since  it  has  been 
carried  out  elsewhere.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment. 

Several  Senators.  There  is  not  a  quorum 
T3rGS6n  t 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  If  the  Senator  from  Maine 
is  willing  the  bill  shall  go  over  until  Monday,  I 
am  willing. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     No. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  Four  Sena- 
tors only  rise  to  second  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  that  is  not  a  sufficient  number. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  hope  this  amendment  will 
be  adopted .  I  think  it  will  be  a  great  benefit,  not 
only  to  the  Military  Academy  and  to  its  character, 
but  to  the  country  at  large.  I  understand  that 
one  grave  and  prevailing  evil  connected  with  this 
school,  and  one  of  which  the  country  has  a  right 
to  complain,  is  this:  that  it  so  happens  that  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  cadets  who  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  Academy,  before  the  close  of  the 
term  at  which  they  should  regularly  graduate  are 
obliged  to  leave  it  or  are  dismissed  from  it  in  con- 
sequence of  their  incapacity  and  want  of  ability 
to  acquire  learning;  and  thus  the  Government  is 
compelled,  I  will  not  say  thi-ough  its  own  folly, 
but  I  think  through  its  own  imprudence,  to  edu- 
cate partially  a  very  large  class  of  young  men, 
and  pay  their  expenses  at  the  school,  from  whom 
we  derive  not  the  slightest  benefit  in  the  world. 
It  is  80  much  money,  in  short,  actually  thrown 
away;  whereas,  If  this  amendment  should  be 
adopted,  confining  the  selection  to  such  young 
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gciilk'nieii  as  possess  real  merit,  wo.  sliould  cer- 
tainly escape  a  large  portion  of  tliis  great, evil;  and 
I  submit  that  this  evil  has  been  one  great  ground 
of  complaint  which  has  been  made  against  the 
Academy — complaints  which  have  tended  very 
much  to  impair  the  confidence  of  the  country  in 
it.  The  scheme  of  the  sciiool  is  undoubtedly 
good  enougli.  We  need  such  a  ucliooi,  but  we 
need  good  scholars  as  much  as  we  need  a  good 
school,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  has  a 
very  strong  tendency  to  correct  the  evil  of  incom- 
petent scholars  who  quarter  themselves  upon  the 
Government,  and  who  are  not,  in  the  end,  of  any 
sort  of  benefit  to  the  Governmeht. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  move  that  the  further  cpn- 
sideration  of  this  bill  be  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Oh,  no. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Tlicn  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  my  amendment. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Very  well,  ask  for  them. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  rt>«ulted — yeas  16,  nays  19;  as  follows: 

YEAS — .Messrs.  Autlioiiy,  Brown,  C'liamller,  Cowan, 
Dixon,  IlnriUug,  llaiiaii,  Ilowanl,  Mor;,'iUi,  I'oineroy,  Hani- 
sey,  iSlieniian,  Sumiiur,  Van  Winkle,  VVadc,  and  Wil- 
son—16. 

NAY.S— Messrs.  Buckalew,  Clark,  Cnllamer,  Conjiess, 
Fessendfn,  foot,  Grimes,  Harris,  Hendricks,  Johnsoli, 
Lane  of  Kansas.  Morrill,  Nesinitli,  PowhII,  Saulsbury,  Ten 
Eyck,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  and  Wriglit— lU. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  There  is  no 
quorum  voting. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  move  that  the  Senate  uo 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

PIOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  J\Iarch  11,  18C4. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Cutleu,  of  New  York. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
JOHN  L.  Buiij;s. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Eni-olled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
truly  enrolled  an  act  (S.  No.  1)  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  John  L.  Burns,  of  Gettysburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania; when  the  Speaker  signed  the  same. 
COLORED  SCHOOLS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Daniel  Breed,  clerk  of  board  of  trustees  of 
colored  schools  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  i-e- 
sponse  to  a  resolution  of  the  H!ouse;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MESS.\GE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Forney,  its  Secretary,  notifying  the  House 
that  that  body  liad  passed  a  bill  (S.  No.  31)  making 
a  grant  of  lands  to  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mis- 
sissippi Railroad  Company,  in  the  State  of  Min- 
nesota, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  by 
said  company  from  St.  Paul  to  Lake  Superior; 
in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the  concurrence 
of  the  House. 

WAGON  ROADS  IN  IDAHO. 

Mr.  WALLACE,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  for  the  construction  of  ceilain 
wagon  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Idaho;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

MISSOURI  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  BLAlPv.,  ofMissouri.  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  privilege.  I  ask  the  House  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  and  have  jiriritcd  certain  evi- 
dence taken  in  the  contested-election  case  to  which 
1  am  one  of  the  parties.  The  evidence  was  taken 
by  myself;  and  although  it  has  been  taken  since 
the  meeting  of  Congress,  and  since  the  time  lim- 
ited by  the  act  of  Congress  within  which  testi- 
mony shall  be  taken  has  expired,  yet  I  will  sim- 
ply say  to  the  House  that  ther«  arc  four  or  five 
affidavits  appearing  in  the  testimony  in  my  ease, 
and  a  lar^re  mass  of  tesiimony  presented  and  in- 
corporated in  the  printrd  evidence  which  is  before 
the  House  now,  all  of  which  lias  been  taken  since 
that  time  expired.  That  is  a  precedent  for  the 
adininsioii  of  such  testimony.* 

I  will  .stale  further  that  the  testimony  taken  by 


the  contestant  was  taken  without  any  notice  given 
to  me;  whereas  1  gave  him  notice  of  the  takinsr  of 
this  testimony. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Was  notice  given  of  taking  it? 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Notice  of  it  was 
given  to  my  contestant. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  object  to  the  reference  until  the 
contestant  shall  havo  an  opportunity  to  be  heard 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  KNOX,  (the  contestant.)  It  had  not  been 
my  purpose  in  any  manner  to  participate  in  the 
proceedings  of  this  House  in  relation  to  the  matter 
of  contest  now  pending  between  my  adversary  and 
myself.  Things  have  so  changed,  however,  as  to 
make  it  proper  and  expedient  for  me  to  remon- 
strate against  tliis  attempt  to  introduce  before  the 
committee  testimony  which  has  bee-n  taken  out 
of  time,  taken  without  the  formality  of  law,  and 
taken,  I  will  say,  if  the  facts  areas  I  understand 
them  to  be,  without  the  semblance  of  a  founda- 
tion in  fact. 

The  offer  is  made  to  introduce  the  deposition 
of  a  witness  who  is  implicated  directly  by  the  tes- 
timony which  has  been  on  file  for  the  last  twelve 
or  thirteen  months  in  the  room  of  the  committee 
or  in  the  room  of  the  Clerk.  Now,  twelve  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  place  where  the  testimony  in 
the  case  has  been  taken,  and  after  the  case  has 
been  before  the  committee  Cor  investigation,  a  wit- 
ness suddenly  appears  to  order,  and  it  is  asked 
that  the  testimony  of  this  man  taken  twelve  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  place  where  the  facts  are 
known  shall  go  before  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions to  influence  them  in  their  opinion  as  to  the 
right  of  parties  to  a  seat  upon  the  floor  of  this 
House.  I  object  to  the  testimony.  The  same 
facts  which  are  proposed  to  be  placed  in  evidence 
were  in  controversy  in  St.  Louis;  there  were  wit- 
nesses there  who  could  have  testified  to  them,  wit- 
nesses were  summoned  there  but  they  were  not 
examined  as  to  that  subject,  and  it  is  notorious 
that  if  the  facts  charged  did  exist  there  were  hun- 
dreds of  witnesses  there  who  could  have  testified 
to  them.  I  object  that  after  thirteen  months  a 
man  should  be  imported  here  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  testimony  which  shall  have  the  vi^eight  of 
a  feather  upon  the  result  of  this  case. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  Committee  of  Elections 
do  not  propose  to  interfere  in  this  question  and  de- 
cide what  testimony  shall  be  submitted  to  them. 
They  consider  it  to  be  their  province  to  consider 
and  examine  such  testimony  as  the  House  under 
the  law  shall  refer  to  them;  and  further  than  that, 
the  committee  unfortunately  are  but  six  in  num- 
ber now,  three  of  them  having  left  the  city  neces- 
sarily, and  it  is  difficult  for  them  to  come  to  such 
a  conclusion  as  perhaps  they  might  desire. 

The  law  has  put  it  beyond  their-discretion  to 
decide  this  question.     I  will  read  the  law: 

''The  testimony  taken  by  tlie  parties  to  tlig  eontest,  or 
citlier  of  tliem,  shall  be  confined  to  the  proof  or  disproof  of 
the  facts  alleged  or  denied  in  the  notice  and  answer  men- 
tioned in  the  Inst  and  second  sections  of  the  act;  anil  no 
testimony  shall  be  taken  after  tlio  c.vpiiation  of  sixty  days 
from  tlie  day  on  which  the  answer  of  the  member  returned 
shall  be  served  upon  the  contestant;  andacopy  of  the  notice 
ofoontest.andof  the  answer  of  the  returned  member,  shall 
be  prefixed  to  the  depositions  taken,  and  transmitted  with 
them  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  lleprcsentativcs  :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  House  may,  at  their  discretion,  allow  sup- 
plementary evidence  to  be  taken  after  tlie  expiration  of  said 
sixty  days." 

It  is  doubtless,  under  this  statute,  within  the 
power  of  the  House  to  allow  testimony  to  be 
taken.  This  testimony  has  been  taken  before 
authority  has  been  asked  of  the  House.  It  was 
taken  under  these  circumstances:  notice  was 
served,  and  answer  filed, and  the  testimony  taken 
under  the  statute  I  hold  in  my  hand,  which  re- 
quires the  whole  matter  to  be  taken  within  sixty 
days. 

After  the  hearing  was  commenced  in  the  com- 
mittee-room, on  the  second  day,  the  sitting  mem- 
brrgave  the  committee  notice  that  he  had  acci- 
dentally met  in  this  city  an  individual  whose 
conduct  had  been  the  subject  of  testimony  on  the 
one  side  and  the  other,  but  who  was  absent  from 
St.  Louis  at  the  time  the  testimony  was  taken; 
he  was  supposed  to  have  been  on  his  way  to  join 
the  army  of  the  Gulf,  so  that  his  testimony  «ould 
not  be  taken  at  that  time.  It  was  slated  by  the 
sitting  meml)er  that  he  accidentally  met  this  gen- 
tli'inan  in  this  city  upon  the  second  day  after  the 
hearing  was  commenced  in  the  committee-room, 
and  he  asked  the  committee  to  permit  him  to  in- 
tr<i(luce  the  witness  before  the  committee. 


Evidently  from  the  reading  of  the  statute  the  com- 
mittee had  no  such  authority.  But  the  objection  to 
It  made  by  the  contestant  is  this:  that  the  whole 
testimony  was  closed  under  the  statute  within  the 
sixty  days,  and  testimony  was  taken  on  the  one 
side  and  upon  the  otherabout  the  matters  supposed 
to  be  within  the  knowledge  of  this  witness,  taken 
at  St.  Louisas  the  statute  provides.  Thecontestant 
comjilains  that  he  is  twelve  hundred  miles  from 
St.  Louis,  where  evidence  exists  to  control  the  tes- 
timony to  be  given  by  this  witness.  He  represents 
that  it  would  be  in  his  power  to  control  the  testi- 
mony given  by  this  witness  were  he  in  St.  Louis, 
and  were  this  testimony  taken  as  the  other  testi- 
mony had  been;  and  he  says  that  its  admission 
will  necessitate  a  postponement  of  the  case  for  a 
sufficient  length  of  time  to  enable  him  to  go  to  St. 
Louis  and  get  this  testimony,  and  that  it  will  re- 
sult in  a  postponement  of  the  case  till  the  next 
session  of  Congress, 

On  the  other  hand,  the  sitting  member  says 
that  this  is  a  witness  who  knows  better  than  any 
other  person  facts  about  which  testimony  has 
been  taken  on  the  one  side  and  the  other.  He 
says  that  he  was  not  able  to  take  this  man's  tes- 
timony at  that  time  because  he  was  on  his  way  to 
join  the  army  of  the  Gulf;  that  the  first  know.l- 
edge  he  had  of  him  was  his  appearance  here  on 
the  second  day  after  the  hearing  commenced  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  that  it  would  be  a  hard- 
ship to  him  if  he  were  not  permitted  to  take  this 
testimony. 

The  contestant  replies  that  this  witness  has 
come  here  under  orders  from  the  military  author- 
ities under  very  peculiar  circumstances,  arriving 
here  just  the  second  day  after  this  hearing  com- 
menced, and  under  circumstances  which  excite 
in  his  mind  a  suspicion  about  the  whole  matter. 

I  felt,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  as  a  member  of  the 
committee  it  was  proper  for  me  to  state  the  case 
on  the  one  side  and  upon  the  other,  and  to  read 
the  law,  and  to  leave  it  entirely  to  the  House  to 
say  what  testimony  shall  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  precedent  in  such  cases  has  been 
for  a  resolution  to  be  adopted  by  the  House  pre- 
scribing the  time  within  which  such  testimony 
shall  be  taken  after  the  passage  of  the  resolution, 
and  prescribing  a  further  time  for  the  taking  of 
controlling  testimony  on  the  part  of  the  contest- 
ant. I  do  not  know  of  any  precedent  like  the  one 
adopted  by  the  silting  member,  of  taking  testi- 
mony upon  notice  to  the  other  side,  and  then  bring- 
ing it  into  the  House  and  asking  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  committee  without  such  a  resolution.  The 
House  will  judge  upon  the  merits  of  the  applica- 
tion and  the  reasons  for  granting  it,  if  1  have 
stated  them  accurately,  and  I  believe  I  havo. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections  to  say  whether  the 
contestant  for  this  seat  has  not  taken  testiinony 
in  the  case  himself  since  the  case  was  closed  un- 
der the  statute,  and  whether  that  tesiimony  has 
not  been  referred  to  the  committee  and  printed, 
and  whether  it  was  not  referred  to  by  the  con- 
testant in  his  argument  before  the  committee? 

Mr.  DAWES.  There  is  testimony  in  the  doc- 
uments before  the  committee  taken  by  the  con- 
testant in  the  form  of  affidavits  without  notice  to 
the  sitting  member.  They  were  commented  on 
by  him  in  his  opening  argument,  and  objected  to 
by  the  sitting  member  when  he  came  to  commence 
his  argument. 

There  is  also  an  affidavit  in  the  book  of  testi- 
mony taken  by  the  sittingmember  without  notice 
to  the  contestant.  The  one  taken  by  the  sitting 
member,  however,  was  taken  before  the  other 
evidence  was  taken;  those  taken  by  the  contestant 
were  taken  afterwards. 

The  committee  have  always  adopted  tlie  rule 
that  where  testimony  was  taken  without  notice  to 
the  other  party  it  would  be  rejected  by  them  if  the 
other  party  objected  to  it,  and  that  1  understand 
to  be  the  opinion  of  the  commillee  touching  the 
affidavits  that  are  in  the  papers  in  this  case.  They 
have  been  referred  to  the  committee  in  the  papers, 
but  the  committee  have  not  felt' at  liberty  in  any 
oihOr  case— ^I  do  not  know  what  they  may  do  in 
this  case — to  consider  affidavits  as  testimony  if  the 
other  party  objected. 

Mr.  BLAIR,ofIVIissouri.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  have 
simply  to  say  thatall  I  care  about  is  ihatthe  House 
shall  have  all  of  the  facts  before  them  to  decide  this 
matter  as  in  their  judgment  they  may  think  right. 
I  took  the  teatimoity  of  this  witnes.^,ns  stated  by 
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the  chairman.  He  came  here  suddenly,  unex- 
pectedly. He  was  an  important  witness,  and  the 
testimony  in  the  case  showed  that  I  could  not  get 
his  evidence  at  tiic  lime,  he  being  absent  from  St. 
Louis.  He  came  here,  and  following  the  exam- 
ple of  the  contestant  himself,  who  procured  testi- 
mony to  be  taken  after  the  time  allowed,  took  it 
without  notice,  and  had  it  incorporated  in  the 
printed  testimony  before  the  House,  which  will 
have  its  influence  whether  excluded  or  not.  All 
such  testimony,  as  gentlemen  are  aware,  will 
make  its  impression  upon  the  minds  of  those  who 
are  to  decide  upon  the  case.  Here  is  this  testi- 
mony, taken  without  authority  of  law,  printed  by 
tiie  House  without  the  House  knowing  that  it 
was  not  taken  legally.  All  1  ask  is  that  I  may 
have  the  same  privilege  as  that  exercised  by  the 
contestant.  Whatever  he  has  to  say  against  this 
witness  will  be  judged  of  by  the  House.  1  submit 
the  question  to  the  House  oi»the  simple  statement 
tliat  the  contestant  has  already  done  what  I  now 
ask;  he  took  the  testimony  without  notice  to  me, 
and  I  gave  him  notice  that  I  would  take  this  tes- 
timony. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri whether  he  designs  having  this  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections  by  orderofthe  House, 
to  be  treated  by  the  committee  as  testimony  prop- 
erly taken.' 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  do  not  care  how 
it  is  referred.  It  can  be  referred  as  the  other  testi- 
mony taken  by  thecontestant  precisely  in  the  same 
way,  and  which  has  been  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Is  the  gentleman  willing,  in, 
the  event  of  the  committee  excluding  the  affidavits 
submitted  by  the  contestant,  that  this  testimony 
also  shall  be  excluded.' 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Unquestionably.  I 
desire  it  may  go  before  the  committee,  and  stand 
precisely  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  testimony 
which  the  contestant  had  referred  without  giving 
the  House  notice  that  the  testimony  was  not  taken 
legally. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Let  me  make  a  suggestion. 

Mr:  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  1  should  be  glad  to 
hear  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Let  the  testimony  be  referred 
to  the  committee  to  judge  of  its  legality  on  all 
points. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.     I  accept  that. 

Mr.  DAWES.  It  has  been  taken  without  au- 
thority of  law.  Tlie  gentleman  does  not  claim 
that  there  is  any  authority  of  law  for  this  testi- 
mony. If  it  is  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections  to  decide  whether  it  was  legally  taken 
yesterday,  I  think  that  that  committee  are  ready 
to  say  that  this  testimony  taken  yesterday  was 
not  taken  under  authority  of  law.  The  gentle- 
man comes  here  for  thj^  authority  of  law. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  gentleman  has  stated  that 
testimony  has  been  taken  by  the  contestant  since 
the  time  fixed  by  law,  and  I  have  no  objection 
to  this  testimony  going  before  the  committee  on 
the  same  footing  as  that  taken  by  the  contestant. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.     That  is  all  I  ask. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Are  the  committee  to  consider 
themselves  as  instructed  by  this  reference.'' 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  They  are  to  judge 
of  this  as  the  other  taken  by  the  contestant. 

Mr.  DAWES.  This  is  not  ex  par^e  teslim-ony. 
This  has  been  taken  on  notice  to  the  contestant. 

Mr.  WILSON.  There  could  have  been  no  no- 
tice by  law. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  committee  want  to  know 
liow  they  are  to  treat  the  testimony.  I  speak  for 
the  comniiltco  in  saying  tliatit  i.s  no  part  of  t'lieir 
duty  to  seek  for  or  to  turn  from  testimony  which 
the  [iouse  refers  to  ihem  to  consider. 

Mr.  DQMONT.  If  the  testimony  be  referred 
to  the  coininitlce,  they  still  retain  the  power  of 
ruling  it  out  if  they  think  it  is  not  proper.  All 
these  questions  go  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Testimony  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee.by  the  contestant,  of  the 
character  of  which  the  House  was  not  apprised. 
It  \yas  taken  after  the  time,  without  notice  to  me. 
This  testimony  lias  been  taken  on  notice  to  the 
contestant. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  just  as  well 
to  have  an  understanding  about  this  tiling.  Per- 
haps the  gentleman  from  Missouri  will  find  him- 
self differing  with  the  Committee  of  Election.-s. 

Mr.  RLAIR,  of  Mis.souri.     I  should  be  very 


sorry  to  differ  with  the  committee  just  now  on  a 
question  of  this  kind.  On  any  other  I  would  not 
care  so  much. 

Mr.  G  ANSON.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri yield  to  me  ? 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.     Certainly. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  suggest  that  the  House  re- 
fer this  testimony  to  the  committee,  to  be  treated 
by  the  committee  in  the  same  manner  as  the  testi- 
mony taken  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  fixed 
by  act  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BLAIlt,  of  Missouri.  That  suggestion  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  accept. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  like  to  ask  a  question  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elections.  I 
did  not  understand  the  facts  in  this  matter  as  he 
developed  them.  Did  I  understand  him  to  say 
that  this  testimony,  proposed  to  be  referred,  was 
taken  on  notice  to  the  contestant,  and  that  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  contestant  to  have  been  pres- 
ent and  cross-examined  ? 

Mr.  DAWES.  This  testimony  was  taken  yes- 
terday morning  in  this  city  by  notice  given  to  the 
contestant  by  the  sitting  member. 

Now,  if  referring  the  testimony  to  the  com- 
mittee this  morning  does  not  alter  the  character 
of  it,  or  give  it  authority  under  the  statute,  then 
the  gentleman  will  find  himself,  in  the  committee- 
room,  with  this  statute  in  his  face.  If  the  gen- 
tleman says  that  he  only  desires  this  to  be  re- 
ferred precisely  as  the  affidavits  that  came  before 
the  comm'ittee,  then  he  will  find  testimony  re- 
ferred to  the  committee,  to-morrow  morning  in  the 
committee-room,  that  has  been  taken  outside  of 
the  statute,  precisely  as  the  affidavits  are. 

Mr.  GANSON.  And  be  treated  in  the  same 
manner. 

Mr.  DAWES.  But  if  tlie  gentleman  claims 
that  the  reference  this  morning  is  virtually  au- 
thorizing and  legalizing  the  testimony,  that  is  all 
we  want  to  understand, 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  lam  perfectly  will- 
ing that  it  shall  be  taken  in  any  way. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  inquire  what  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  resolution  as  amended.'' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  to  move  as  follows:  that 
the  testimony  shall  be  ]irintedand  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  to  be  considered  by  the 
committee  as  of  the  same  weight  with  other  evi- 
dence before  the  committee  taken  after  the  time 
prescribed  by  law. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  And  treated  in  the 
same  manner.' 

The  SPEAKER.     Yes. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  With  that  I  am 
satisfied. 

Mr.  UPSON.  If  I  rightly  Understand  the  po- 
sition taken  by  the  contestant  in  reference  to  this 
testimony  it  is  this:  that  testimony  cannot  be 
taken  after  the  time  fixed  by  law,  except  by  leave 
of  the  House.  Granted.  I'aking  that  view  of  the 
case,  when  this  testimony  was  taken  by  the  sit- 
ting member,  he  himself  considered  that  it  was 
unauthorized,  and  therefore  the  contestant  did  not 
appear  nor  make  any  cross-examination  what- 
ever, deeming  that  the  proper  remedy  to  be  [)ur- 
sued  by  the  sitting  member  was  first  to  apply  to 
the  House  for  leave,  and  then  to  give  the  contest- 
ant notice  and  take  the  testimony. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  If  the  contestant 
thought  so,  why  did  he  take  affidavits  without 
giving  me  any  notice,  and  have  them  referred  to 
the  committee.'  He  referred  to  them  in  his  open- 
ing as  testimony. 

Mr.  UPSON.  If  I  rightly  understand  the  con- 
testant in  this  case  he  iloes  not  claim  any  benefit 
from  them.  He  does  notconsidcr  them  as  ofany 
importance.  As  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
has  stated,  these  two  affidavits  referred  to,  and  the 
affidavit  of  the  sitting  member  are  considered  as 
not 'evidence  in  the  case,  and  of  no  consequence 
or  im]3ortance.  In  this  case,  the  notice  given  by 
the  silting  member  being  in  contraveniion  of  the 
law  in  reference  to  taking  tesiimony,  the  contest- 
ant considered  it  as  unauthorized  and  void,  and 
therefore  did  not  appear  to  cross-examine,  if, 
in  the  first  instance,  application  had  been  made 
to  the  House,  and  leave  given,  he  would  have 
considered  it  his  duty  to  appear  and  cross-exam- 
ine. As  it  is,  the  testimony  Ijere  offered  [sexparle. 
No  cro.ss-examination  of  the  witness  appears. 
Wliethcr  the  witness  is  still  in  the  city  or  not  1 
do  not  know.  This  is  reversing  the  practice  under 


the  statute.  Hence  it  would  be  improper  to  in- 
troduce the  testimony  taken  in  this  way,  instead 
of  application  having  been  made,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, for  leave  to  take  testimony. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  will  simply  say 
that  I  took  the  course  which  I  did  take  upon  the 
suggestion  of  the  committee  themselves.  When 
I  applied  to  them  to  allow  the  testimony  of  this 
witness  to  be  taken,  they  did  not  suggest  to  me 
that  there  was  any  impropriety  in  that  course. 
They  suggested  the  propriety  of  giving  notice.  I 
took  the  testimony,  and  now,  when  I  ask  the 
Flouse  to  refer  it  to  the  committee,  I  am  told  that 
the  committee  have  decided  beforehand  that  this 
is  null  and  void.  I  say  I  took  the  course  1  did  in 
relation  to  this  deposition  on  the  suggestion  of  a 
member  of  the  committee,  who  said  he  was  au- 
thorized to  tell  me  that  I  had  better  do  so. 

Mr.  GANSON.  As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  I  desire  to  say  that  they  have 
made  no  such  decision.  The  action  of  the  com- 
mittee has  been  misunderstood  by  the  gentleman 
in  that  respect. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  as  i  t  no  w  stands 
will  be  stated  by  the  Chair.  Itismoved  thatthis 
testimony  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, printed,  and  be  considered  by  the  commit- 
tee as  of  the  same  weight  with  other  evidence 
before  the  committee  taken  after  the  time  pre- 
scribed bylaw,  and  be  treated  in  the  same  man- 
ner. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  heard  some  state- 
ments since  I  made  the  previous  suggestion.  I 
now  learn  that  those  exp«?'/e  depositions  are  ruled 
out  by  the  committee.  This  is  ex  parte  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  because  there  is  no  law  requir- 
ing the  contestant  to  take  notice  of  it.  I  think, 
therefore,  we  had  better  decide  the  matter  at  once, 
and  vote  down  the  application. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  The  gentleman  says 
that  the  ex  pflrie  evidence  has  been  ruled  out  by 
the  committee.  Amemberof  the  committee  upon 
my  right  informs  me  that  no  such  decision  has 
been  made. 

Mr.  GANSON.  Inasmuch  as  the  attention  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  does  not  seem  to 
be  attracted  to  this  statement,  I  will  say  that  no 
such  decision  has  been  made  by  the  committee. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says  the  com- 
mittee has  already  decided  to  rule  out,  and  has 
ruled  out,  the  cxparte  testimony  taken  by  the  con- 
testant. I  do  not  understand  that  any  such  decis- 
ion has  been  made. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  gentleman  is  correct  in 
saying  that  there  has  been  no  .such  formal  decis- 
ion. Nor  has  there  been  any  decision  that  they 
shall  be  received.  I  did  not  suppose  that  any- 
body would  urge  that  such  affidavits  should  be 
considered  as  testimony. 

In  tlie  committee,  the  contestant  commented 
upon  those  affidavits  in  his  opening  argument, 
without  noticing,  himself,  the  fact  that  they  were 
affidavits.  The  sitting  member  on  the  second 
day  made  his  proposition  to  bring  this  witness 
before  the  committee,  and  the  committee  directed 
his  attention  to  the  law  upon  the  subject.  He 
then  brought  befoi-e  us  the  man's  affidavit,  and 
upon  oursaying  to  him  tliatan  affidavit  could  not 
be  considered  as  testimony,  he  called  our  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  there  were  two  affidavits  in 
the  testimony  of  the  contestant.  That  was  the 
substance  of  the  discussion  upon  the  admissibil- 
ity of  such  testimony;  ami  I  thought  it  was  con- 
ceded on  all  hands  that  such  testimony  as  affida- 
vits could  not  be  admitted.  Tlie  discussion  rose 
upon  an  alFidnvit  which  the  sitting  member  had 
ill  his  hand,  and  which  he  pro[iosed  to  ofl'set 
against  an  affidavit  already  in  the  testimony  of 
the  contestant.  It  was  suggested  to  him  that 
neither  that  or  his  own  affidavit  could  be  consid- 
ered as  testimony. 

Mr.  GANSON.  1  understood  tliatall  the  doc- 
umentary evidence  which  was  in  the  printed  rec- 
ord came  within  the  same  category;  and  it  was  in 
relation  to  that  that  I  spoke. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  question  as  to  the  admis- 
sion of  documentary  t'vidence  is  altogether  a  dif- 
fin-ent  question,  and  depends  upon  adifl'erent  state 
of  facts. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  New  York.  It  seems  to  me 
the  House  .should  understand  the  precise  position 
of  this  matter  before  we  vote  upon  the  resolution. 
If  the  resolution  docs  not  require  the  committee 
to  regard  this  as  evidence  it  is  a  nullity,  and  it  is 
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idle  to  pass  it.  If  the  resolution  docs  instruct  the 
committee  to  treat  the  evidence  taken  yesterday 
and  the  day  before  as  competent  testimony  before 
iheni,  then  the  House  should  understand  the  fact. 
1  should  hesitate  to  so  instruct  the  committee,  be- 
cause it  would  be  in  the  face  of  all  law,  and  would 
be  establishing  a  dangerous  precedent.  The  ques- 
tion is  simply  as  to  tiie  meaning  of  the  resolution. 
If  it  is  a  nullity,  it  is  idle  to  pass  it.  If  it  instructs 
the  conimiitee,  it  is  dangerous  as  a  precedent. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  It  is  admitted  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections  that  these  ex  par/e 
affidavits  taken  outof  timeby  the  contesting  mem- 
ber have  not  been  yet  ruled  out.  The  question  is 
propounded  to  him  directly,  and  he  says  that  al- 
though he  takes  it  for  granted  that  nobody  will 
regard  these  ex  parte  affidavits  as  testimony,  yet 
that  they  have  not  been  ruled  out.  Then,  sir,  I 
conceive  that  if  they  are  still  before  the  commit- 
tee, nobody  can  foresee  what  action  the  commit- 
tee may  take  on  them.  Even  if  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  were  to  state  that  they  would  be 
ruled  out,  he  cannot  know  that  they  will  be  ruled 
out.  True,  he  is  an  influeatial  member  of  the 
committee,  and  is  at  the  head  of  the  committee, 
but  if  lie  were  to  get  up  here  and  state  that  these 
affidavits  would  be  ruled  out,  he  would  be  stating 
what  he  cannot  possibly  know.  He  says  that  he 
takes  it  for  granted  that  nobody  will  regard  these 
ex  parte  affidavits  as  testimony.  I  think  that  in 
taking  that  for  granted  he  is  probably  on  tlie  right 
track;  but  they  are  before  the  committee.  They  are 
exparle  affidavits;  they  were  taken  outof  time;  and 
that  is  all  that  is  said  in  regard  to  the  testimony 
now  sought  to  be  referred  to  the  committee. 

I  say,  tliereforc,  that  when  we  know  that  sim- 
ilar testimony  is  before  the  commitlee,  and  that  it 
has  not  been  ruled  out,  it  is  perfectly  fair  and 
equitable  to  refer  this  testimony  to  the  same  com- 
mittee to  stand  upon  exactly  the  same  terms. 
What  is  the  character  of  the  motion?  It  could 
not  be  fairer.  It  is  thatthis  testimony  be  referred 
to  the  committee  in  order  to  getitout  of  the  hands 
of  the  House,  so  that  the  House  may  go  on  with 
their  business,  the  committee  to  judge  of  its  ad- 
missibility. They  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
do  so  under  this  motion,  and  1  think  exceedingly 
fairly,  and  so  that  both  parties  can  be  perfectly 
satisfied.  The  committee  will  then  have  before 
them  a  mass  of  testimony  on  both  sides,  stand- 
ing exactly  in  the  same  category,  taken  out  of 
lime,  and  ex  parte  in  its  character;  and  if  they  re- 
gard the  testimony  on  one  side  as  inadmissible, 
they  will  regard  the  testimony  on  the  other  side 
in  the  same  way. 

I  know  neither  of  these  gentlemen,  and  am  no 
partisan  in  regard  to  their  contest;  but  let  us  act 
fairly  in  this  matter,  and  refer  this  testimony  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  an  intelligent  com- 
mittee, with  a  gentleman  of  experience  at  its  head, 
and  well  qualified  to  judge  whether  this  testimony 
is  admissible  or  not. 

I  think,  however,  that  the  wording  of  the  mo- 
lion  of  reference  as  it  is  written  down  is  not  quite 
right.  It  reads  that  this  testimony  "shall  have 
the  same  weight"  as  the  other  testimony  of  the 
same  cliaracter  now  before  the  committee.  Now, 
"  weight"  is  not  the  proper  word.  The  weight  of 
evidence  is  to  be  judged  of  by  those  before  whom 
it  comes.  The  weight  of  the  testimony  refers  to 
the  credibility  of  the  witness,  to  the  amount  of 
credit  due  to  the  testimony,  and  not  to  its  admis- 
sibility. I  would  have  no  objection  at  all  that 
the  resolution  of  reference  should  slate  that  this 
testimony  shall  be  "  treated  in  the  same  way," 
but  it  is  not  for  us  to  judge  in  regard  to  the  weight 
itshall  have.  That  depends  upon  its  own  intrinsic 
merit,  and  is  not  to  be  judged  of  on  a  motion  of 
reference. 

iVIr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  lam  perfectly  will- 
ing to  iModify  my  motion  by  striking  out  that 
about  "  weiglit,"  and  to  say  that  this  testimony 
shall  be  "  treated  in  the  same  way,"  &c. 

The  SPEAKELl.  The  Chair  ho  wrote  the  mo- 
lion,  but  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  suggested 
the  adding  of  the  word  to  which  the  gentleman 
from  Induina  objects. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  merely  objected 
to  the  words  which  the  Chair  had  put  in. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  will  then  be 
modified  so  as  to  read,  "  be  n'ferred  to  the  Com- 
mitleo  of  Elections  and  printed,  and  to  be  consid- 
ered by  the  committee  in  the  fiame  way  as  other 
evidence  before  the  oommittec  taken  after  the  time 


prescribed  by  law."     Is  it  now  in  the  shape  in 
which  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  desires  it? 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  I  understand  what  has 
taken  place  here,  there  is  a  question  of  document- 
ary evidence  standing  upon  an  entirely  different 
footing,  but  this  resolution  would  put  them  all 
upon  the  same  footing. 

Mr.  DAWES.  In  the  case  of  Vallandigham 
against  Campbell,  there  was  sought  to  be  intro- 
duced by  the  sitting  member  some  documentary 
evidence,  records  from  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  State  of  Ohio.  It  was  evidence  brought 
by  him  or  his  counsel  before  the  committee.  Upon 
the  hearing,  it  was  objected  on  the  other  side  that 
it  was  testimony  which  ought  to  have  been  taken 
with  the  rest  within  the  sixty  days.  The  ques- 
tion came  before  the  House  and  was  passed  upon 
by  the  House,  and  the  decision  made  forms  a  pre- 
cedent, either  to  be  regarded  or  disregarded;  and 
that  same  question  comes  up  in  this  case.  There 
is  a  documentary  evidence,  certified  copies,  cer- 
tified in  a  way  which  one  party  says  is  sufficient 
and  the  other  says  is  insufficient,  but  certified 
since  the  sixty  days  expired. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  What  I  want  to  ask  the 
chairman  is  this,  whether  these  copies  are  copies 
of  evidence  that  existed  before  the  expiration  of 
the  sixty  days  ? 

Mr.  DAWES.  They  are  copies,  forinst*nce, 
of  muster-rolls  and  of  poll-books.  The  muster- 
rolls  and  poll-books,  of  course,  existed  "before  the 
termination  of  the  sixty  days,  but  the  copies  pro- 
duced here  as  evidence  did  not  exist  within  the 
sixty  days. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  consider  the  originals  as 
evidence.  These  are  mere  certificates  of  the  ex- 
istence of  evidence. 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  indicates  how  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  will  be  on  the  prece- 
dent adopted  in  the  Campbell  and  Vallandigham 
case. 

Mr.  STEVENS.    I  did  not  hear  what  that  was. 

Mr.  DAWES.  It  was  precisely  such  a  case. 
It  was  a  certificate  from  the  secretary  of  State  of 
Ohio  as  to  the  result  of  the  election.  The  certifi- 
cate was  obtained  after  the  sixty  days.  The  ob- 
jection was  made  that  that  was  testimony  within 
the  meaning  of  the  statute,  and  that  it  should  have 
been  taken  and  made  a  part  of  the  record,  so  as  to 
enable  the  other  party  to  introduce  testimony 
bearing  on  the  same  point. 

Mr.  STEVENS.    Aiid  how  was  it  decided? 

Mr.  DAWES.  Gentlemen  on  this  side  voted 
one  way,  and  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  voted 
the  opposite  way.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  move  further  to  amend  t}\e 
resolution  by  addiftg,  "  provided  that  this  resolu- 
tion refers  only  to  depositions  and  affidavits,  and 
that  all  such,  illegally  taken,  shall  not  be  consid- 
ered by  the  committee." 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  opposed  to  that  amendment 
for  this  reason:  1  would  agree  to  it  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  which  has  been  developed  here,  that 
these  affidavits  have  been  already  read  and  con- 
sidered by  the  committee,  and  they  have  been 
ruled  out  after  they  have  entered  within  the  minds 
of  the  committee.  There  is  no  casuistry  so  fine 
as  to  exclude  an  impression  from  such  a  reading. 
It  would  seem  to  be  fair,  therefore,  that  these 
other  affidavits  or  depositions,  which  are  in  the 
same  category,  should  have  the  same  reading  by 
the  committee,  and  should  be  sent  back  to  the 
House  with  the  original  affidavits.  We  are  judges 
of  these  matters.  We  act  as  a  judiciary;  and  1 
would  be  always  in  favor  of  receiving  the  largest 
amount  of  testimony  with  a  view  to  the  investi- 
gation of  truth.  That  is  the  object  of  all  testi- 
mony, and,  in  case  of  doubt,  to  get  all  the  facts 
possible. 

1  would  allow  this  committee  to  judge  as  to 
whether  this  testimony  should  have  more  oi'less 
weight.  If  it  be  entitled  to  less  weight  because 
taken  without  notice,  very  well;  let  the  committee 
judge.  If  it  be  entitled  to  weigh  before  the  com- 
mittee at  all,  it  is  entitled  to  weigh  before  the 
House  also;  and  they  ought  to  be  both  placed  in 
the  same  position  precisely.  I  think  the  amend- 
mentof  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvunia  will  cut 
off  the  proper  impression  that  ought  to  be  given 
by  the  reading  of  these  affidavits  and  of  the  dep- 
ositions now  sought  to  be  referred.  That  would 
be  equal  and  exact  justice  to  both  parties. 

Mr.  STEVENS.    I  thinkmy nmendmentdoes 


put  them  both  on  the  same  footing.  They  will 
both  go  to  the  committee  for  examination.  If 
illegally  taken  they  will  be  rejected;  if  legally  taken 
they  will  be  considered.  The  rules  of  evidence 
are  framed  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  truth  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  to  avoid  error.  One  of  these 
rules  is,  that  if  in  any  case,  inadvertently  or  oth- 
erv/ise,  the  court  has  admitted  evidence  that  is 
illegal,  the  court  shall  direct  the  jury  not  to  take 
it  into  consideration.  That  is  the every-day  prac- 
tice, and  that  is  all  that  can  be  said  here.  If  these 
affidavits  areillegally  taken  they  have  no  business 
to  be  on  the  record  at  all.  As  the  one  has  gone 
without  consideration  by  the  House  before  the 
committee,  I  propose  that  the  other  shall  take  the 
same  course.  That  is  fair  and  equal  to  both,  and 
is  according  to  what  the  law  requires. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "pro- 
vided," and  adding  in  lieu  of  it  the  words,  "  that 
this  resolution  shall  not  apply  to  record  testi- 
mony," so  that  all  of  this  record  testimony  that 
is  regarded  as  good  will  still  remain  in  the  record. 
Record  testimony  can  be  introduced  on  a  trial  in 
any  court  of  justice.  I  want  the  amendment 
giving  discretionary  power  to  the  committee  to 
rule  out  testimony  shall  not  apply  to  record  testi- 
mony. 

Mr.  BENNET.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  in  this 
connection  to  state  a  precedent.  During  the  ses- 
sion of  1856,  in  my  case  against  Bird  B.  Chap- 
man, the  sitting  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Nebraska,  after  the  majority  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  was  made,  the  sitting  mem- 
ber took  affidavits  in  this  city.  These  affidavits 
"were  never  submitted  to  the  committee,  nor  did 
the  committee  first  authorize  them  to  be  taken, 
nor  was  notice  given  to  the  contestant  of  the  in- 
tention to  take  such  testimony.  These  affidavits 
were  included  in  the  minority  report  to  sustain 
the  sitting  Delegate. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Speaker,  this 
whole  matter  rests  with  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. The  power  is  given  to  them  to  determine 
the  validity  or  invalidity  of  any  testimony  be- 
fore them.  They  are  clothed  with  that' legal 
power  of  judgment,  and  it  is  a  power  that  they 
should  exercise.  I  do  not  know  how  the  resolu- 
tion of  this  House  is  going  to  make  testimony 
legal  which  is  not  legal.  We  ought  not  to  estab- 
lish any  such  precedent  as  that.  If  that  commit- 
tee has  testimony  before  them  which,  on  prece- 
dent or  legal  principle,  is  wrong,  they  have  the 
power  to  strike  it  out.  This  case  comes  before 
them,  and  will  have  to  be  decided  upon  testimony 
that  is  legal,  and  upon  no  other. 

1  do  not  know  why  this  question  comes  up  be- 
fore the  House  in  this  shape.  This  committee  do 
not  want  any  instruction  of  what  is  the  law. 
They  were  constituted  a  committee  for  the  very 
purposeof  determining  that  question.  It  is  there, 
and  they  should  decide  it. 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  Dumont's  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Stevens's 
amendment;  and  on  a  division,  there  were — ayes 
51,  noes  39. 

Mr.  COX  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Dumont  were  appointed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  the  tellers  hav- 
ing reported — ayes  59,  noes  33. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

INDIAN INTERCOUKSE. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  question  in  or- 
der to  be  the  consideration  of  an  act  (S.  No.  120) 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  trade 
and  intercourse  with  Indian  tribes,  aiul  to  pie- 
serve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  approved  June  30, 
1834,  the  pending  question  being  on  ordering  the 
main  question  to  be  now  put. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and  it 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  WILSON  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  bill  was  passed. 
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Mr.  WILSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

tRftlSLATIVE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  next  business  in  or- 
der to  be  the  consideration  of  three  amendments 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  to  the  legislative  and  judicial  appropria- 
tion bill,  which  were  reserved  for  separate  votes, 
and  on  which  the  previous  question  was  demanded 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ste- 
vens.] 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  withdraw  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question.  The  Delegate  from  the 
Territory  of  Utah  desires  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment so  as  to  make  it  acceptable  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  KINNEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  moved  yes- 
terday an  amendment  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to  this  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  legislative  expenses  of 
the  Territory  of  Utah  for  1863-64.  I  believed  the 
amount  named  was  necessary,  but  on  consulta- 
tion with  the  First  Comptroller  I  find  the  whole 
amount  asked  for  in  the  amendment  will  not  be 
required. 

1  desire  to  modify  my  amendment  so  as  to 
strike  out  "  |20,000,"and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert 
"$10,000."  This',  with  the  unexpended  balance 
in  the  Treasury  of  near  ten  thousand  dollars,  will 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  Territory  for  1863-64.  I  was  not 
aware  of  this  unexpended  balance  when  I  offered 
the  amendment  on  yesterday  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  the  bill.  It  is  not  sufficient,  how- 
ever, to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Legislature, 
and  if  no  amendment  had  been  offered  the  result 
would  have  been  no  session  of  the  Legislature  for 
Utah  for  1863-64,  or  at  least  a  very  short  one.  I 
find  that  Utah  has  been  more  saving  of  the  public 
money  than  her  sister  Territories,  and  that  an  un- 
expended balance  still  remains  to  her  credit,  not- 
withstanding the  appropriation  of  only  ^6,000  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress  for  legislative  ex- 
penses. I  will  also,  with  the  consent  of  the  House, 
withdraw  the  proviso  to  the  amendment  for  the 
unexpended  balance  to  be  applied  to  finishing  the 
penitentiary,  as  it  meets  with  disfavor  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  I  have  a  bill 
pending,  referred  to  the  proper  committee,  asking 
for  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose,  and  I  will 
let  it  stand  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  amendment  of  l^Ir.  Kinnet,  as  modified, 
was  concurred  in. 

The  next  amendment  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
upon  which  a  separate  vote  was  asked,  was  to 
strike  out  "  $600"  and  ir-sert  "  $1,000"  in  lieu 
thereof,  in  the  following  clause: 

For  compensation  of  one  night-watchman  at  the  public 
stables  and  carpenters'  sliops  south  of  the  Capitol,  $600. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  in  order  was  to  add  the 
following  section  to  the  bill: 

Sec.  S.  Jlml  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  purpose 
ol  building  a  penitentiary  at  the  town  of  Bellevue,  in  the 
Territory  of  Nebraska,  ,$50,000  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  said  Territory:  ProoUed,  Tftat  a  contract  with  re- 
aponsible  parties  can  be  made  to  conijjlete  a  penitentiary 
suitable  to  the  wants  of  the  Territory  for  the  said  siiin  of 
$50,000. 

The  SPEAKER  ordered  tellers  on  the  amend- 
ment; and  appointed  Mr.  Washbutin,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Mr.  Chanler. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  57,  noes  36;  whereupon — 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative— yeas  46,  nays  48;  as  follovi^s: 

YEAS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  ySnderson,  Ashley, 
liaily,  Boutwell,Boyd,  Chanler,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cox, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Dixon, 
Duniont,  LIdridge,  Farnsworth,Grinncll,  Hale,  Charles  M. 
Harris,  John  (1.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Law,  Loan,  Longyear,  McAllister,  McBridc,  McClurg, 
Daniel  Morris,  James  II.  Morris,  Morrison,  Norton,  Charles 
O'Noill,  I'crham,  Price,  Ko!is,tfniith,  John  B.  Steele,  Wil- 


liam G.  Steele,  Upson,  ElihuB.Washburne,  Whaley,  Wil- 
liams, Wilder,  Wilson,  and  Yeaman — 40. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ames,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bliss,  Broomall,  James  S, 
Brown.  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Dawson,  Dennison,  Eckley, 
Eden,  Ganson,  Harding,  Harrington,  Higby,  Hulburd,  Ker- 
nan,  Knapp,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Lovcjov,  Mallory,  Marvin, 
MoKinncy,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morril'l,  Noble,  Odell,  John 
0'Neill,_  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  John  H. 
Rice,  Slfannon,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Stiles,  Stuart,  Thayer, 
Thomas,  Tracy,  Wadsworth,  Willlatn  B.  Washburn,  and 
Joseph  W.  Wtiite— 48. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

During  the  call, 

Mr.  LAW  stated  that  Mr.  Edgejiton  was  de- 
tained from  the  House  by  sickness. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK  made  the  same  announce- 
ment in  reference  to  Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh. 

Mr.  COX  stated  that  Mr.  Schenck  had  paired 
off  with  Mr.  C.  A.  White,  and  Mr.  Brandegee 
with  Mr.  Rogers. 

Ml-.  CRESWELL  stated  that  Mr.  Smithers 
had  been  suddenly  called  home  in  consequence  of 
severe  illness  in  his  family. 

Mr.  COBB  stated  that  Mr.  Sloan  was  absent 
on  account  of  severe  illness  in  his  family. 

Mr.  O'NEILL,  of  Pennsylvania,  stated  that 
Mr.  MooRHEAD  and  Mr.  Kellet  were  absent  on 
business  with  the  Naval  Committee.  Also,  that 
Mr.  Leonard  Myers  was  paired  off  with  Mr. 
Ancona,  and  Mr.  Kellet  with  Mr.  Middleton. 

The  result  was  then  announced  as  above  re- 
corded. 

All  the  amendments  having  been  disposed  of, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded,  as  the  regular  or- 
der of  business,  to  call  the  committees  for  reports 
of  a  private  nature. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  LOST  SLAVES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  a  petition  asking  compensation 
for  lost  slaves;  and  the  same  was  laid  on  the  table. 

COiMPENSATION  OP  ASSESSORS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  assessors  of 
the  fourth  congressional  district  of  Connecticut 
for  increase  of  pay;  and  the  same  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MARSHALS. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  reported  back,  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  notpass,  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  309)  to  regulate  the  compensation  of  the  mar- 
shals of  the  United  States  court  for  the  western 
district  of  Virginia. 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  back,  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
149)  concerning  certain  school  lands  in  township 
forty-five  north,  range  seven  east,  in  the  State  of 
Missouri;  and  moved  to  put  the  same  on  its  pas- 
sage. 

The  bill  provides  that  all  the  right,  title,  and 
interest  of  the  United  States  in  and  to  all  the  lands, 
tracts,  pieces, and  parcels  of  land  within  the  Gi-and 
Prairie  in  township  forty-five  north  of  the  base 
line  in  range  seven  east  of  the  fifth  principal  me- 
ridian line  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  have 
not  heretofore  been  disposed  of  by  the  United 
States,  be  granted,  relinquished,  and  conveyed  by 
the  United  States  in  fee  simple  to  the  State  of 
Missouri,  for  the  support  of  schools  in  said  town- 
ship, under  certain  limitations  and  restrictions 
contained  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  LOVEJO  Y.     Is  this  a  private  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  a  public  bill. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  do  not  consider 
it  a  public  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  Bills  of  this  character  have 
always  been  held  to  be  public  bills. 

Mr.  BLAIR.     I  ask  that  the  report  be  read. 

The  report  was  read. 


There  being  no  objection  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed, it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.'  J.  C.  ALLEN,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  L.  J.  Rose, 
prayingcompensation  for  losses  sustained  by  In- 
dian depredations,  and  the  same  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney,  its 
Secretary,  announced  that  the  Senate  had  passed 
an  act  (No.  112)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Al- 
mond D.  Fisk,  deceased;  in  whickhe  was  directed 
to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House;  and  an  act 
(H.  R.  C.  C.  No.- 116)  for  the  relief  of  William 
G.  Brown. 

Also  announcing  that  in  the  temporary  absence 
of  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  Sena- 
tor Foot  had  been  chosen  President  of  the  Senate. 

GERRITT  HULLFISH. 

Mr.  HALE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Gerritt 
Hullfish  praying  compensation  for  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  United  States  troops  at  Haymar- 
ket,  Virginia;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had  examined 
and  found  truly  enrolled  an  act(H.  R.  C.  C.No. 
116)  for  the  relief  of  William  G.  Brown;  when 
the  Speaker  signed  the  same. 

FOREIGN  COASTING  TRADE. 

Mr,  LONGYEAR,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  section  two 
of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  foreign 
coasting  trade  on  the  northern,  northeastern,  and 
northwestern  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  2,  1831; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  simply  enacts  that  the 
second  section  of  the  act  referred  to  in  the  title  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  impossible 
to  understand  the  purport  of  the  bill  from  the  read- 
ing of  it,  I  hope  some  explanation  will  be  given. 

Mr.  LONGYEAR.  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk 
letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  explain  the  matter. 

The  Clerk  read  the  letters,  as  follows: 

Treasury  Department,  January  18,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  a  coinmurjication 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  tonnage  duties,  &c., 
imposed  upon  American  vessels  in  the  ports  of  tlie  British 
provinces;  and  to  commend  to  your  consideration  his  sug- 
gestion to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  March  2, 
1831,  to  regulate  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade  on  our  north- 
ern, northeastern,  and  northwestern  frontiers. 

With  great  respect,  S.  P.  CHASE, 

Secretary  of  the  2'reasury. 

Hon.  E.B.WASHBURNEjC/tairmanCommiMceo/ Commerce, 
House  of  Representatives. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  November  J3,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
connnunication,  with  its  inelosures,  toucliing  the  liability 
of  Canadian  vessels  to  pay  tonnage  duty,  under  the  fil'teentli 
section  of  the  tariff  act  of  1862. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  inquiries 
upon  the  subject  were  addressed  to  our  consular  otlicers, 
and  they  were  instructed  to  report  upon  the  duties  levied 
upon  American  vessels  in  the  British  provinces.  The  at- 
tention of  Mr.  Abbot,  an  officer  of  this  Department,  in  his 
recent  visit  to  Canada,  was  also  directed  to  this  subject. 

I  am  informed  that  there  is  no  imperial  or  provincial  en- 
actment exenipling  American  vessels  from  tonnage  or  other 
duties  in  the  ports  of  Canada.  In  some  of  the  provincial 
ports  various  duties  are  levied  upon  American  vessels  un- 
der the  name  of"  light  duties,"  "  hospital  dues,"  "  water- 
police  dues,"  "  harbor-master's  fees,"  '■  pilotage,"  "  signal 
fees."  These  duties  in  the  aggregate  amount  to  a  very  con- 
siderable sum.  The  "light  duties"  are  regarded  as  very 
oppressive,  especially  upon  our  fishing  vessels  on  the  coast 
of  the  lower  provinces,  especially  as  it  is  said  the  lights  are 
either  entirely  wanting  or  arc  very  inadequate  to  their  pro- 
tection. This  light  tax  upon  a  vessel  of  one  huiulred  and 
fifty  tons  passing  tlirougluhc  Gut  of  Canso  amounts  to  twen- 
ty-seven dollars  and  fifty  cents,  which  Is  regarded  by  the 
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nmstersof  vessels  as  very  oxorbltant,  as  thej'are  said  to  re- 
ceive no  substantial  benefit  from  more  than  one  liglit. 

Besides  the  classes  of  duties  above  enumerated,  it  is  un- 
derstood tliat  llie  local  authorities  in  certain  ports  arc  au- 
Uiorized  to  levy  ••  loniia!,'e  duties"  tor  harbor  purposes.  Tlie 
harbor  commissioners  fui-  the  portof  i\loMtreal,for  instance, 
have  levied  tonna^-e  duties  on  all  shipping  remaining  twen- 
ty-foui-  hours  In  that  port. 

These  duties  arc  as  follows: 

"  On  steamboats  measuring  filty  tons  and  upward,  per  ton 
of  their  burd(ui  per  register,  for  each  day  of  twenty- four 
hours  they  remain  in  the  harbor,  reckoned  from  the  liourof 
their  arrival  to  that  of  their  departure,  id. 

"  On  all  other  vessels  measuring  fifty  tons  and  upward, 
per  ton  and  per  day,  as  aforesaid,  id. 

"  On  steamboats  measuring  under  fifty  tons,  for  each  day 
reckoned  as  aforesaid,  each,  :3s. 

"  On  all  other  vessels  measuring  from  twenty-five  to  filty 
tons  per  register,  each  per  day,  reckoned  as  aforesaid.  Is. 

"  On  all  vessels  of  less  than  twenty-five  tons  burden  each 
per  day,  as  aforesaid,  (iif." 

In  Toronto  and  other  ports  in  the  provinces  similar  ton- 
nage duties  are  collected  lor  like  purposes. 

From  what  has  been  said,  (  tliink  you  will  perceive  that 
there  crisis  no  gooil  reason  to  exempt  fromtonnuge  dutyves- 
icls  belonging  in/ioZ/i/  or  in  part  to  siihjects  of  foreign  Poiners, 
including  tkose  residing  in  the  British  North  Ameriran  prov- 
inces, on  entry  into  our  ports  on  l/te  northern,  northwestern, 
and  northeastern  frontiers  of  the  United  States  and  fro^n  the 
British  North  American  provinces, 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  lor  your  consideration  whether  all 
doubt  and  ambiguity  on  the  subject  may  not  be  removed 
by  a  repeal  of  tlie  second  section  of  the  act  of  2d  March, 
1831,  chapter  ninety-eight,  (see  Statutes  atLarge,  vol.  4,  p. 
487,)  ami  in  that  event  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  to 
recouiraend  such  legislation  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. 

Under  the  powers  with  which  the  local  authorities  are 
clolhed  In  Canada,  the  tonnage  duties  levied  by  them  may 
difier  in  every  port,  and  it  would  be  obviously  inexpedient 
to  make  such  widelydifi'ering  dutiesthe  measures  by  which 
tonnage  duties  are  to  be  levied  and  collected  on  vessels  en- 
tering our  ports  in  the  no) thern,  northeastern,  and  north- 
western frontiers. 

The  papers  inclosed  in  your  communication  are  here- 
with returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

VVfLLIAM  H.  SEVVAKD. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  bill  proposes  to  repeal 
that  section  only .' 

Mr.  LONGYEAR.     Thatisall. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  And  it  is  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is,  and  it  is  recommended 
by  the  State  Department  and  by  the  Treasury 
Detiartment. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  LONGYEARmoved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

AMENDMENT  TO  HOMESTEAD  LAAV. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  I  ask  leave  of  the  House  to 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Landsabill 
of  a  public  character  that  it  may  be  acted  on  now. 
It  is  Senate  bill  No.  60,  an  actamendatory  of  the 
homestead  law,  and  for  other  purposes. 

I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  state  in  a  few  words 
the  reasoiLS  requiring  immediate  action  on  this 
bill.  The  bill  contains  a  few  .simple  provisions 
amending  the  homestead  law  in  certain  particu- 
lars which  I  am  sure  will  meet  the  approbation  of 
every  member  of  the  House. 

It  provides,  among  other  things,  that  the  oath 
required  of  the  homestead  claitnant  may  be  made 
before  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  the  party 
resides,  so  that  he  shall  not  be  required  to  go  in 
person  to  tlie  office  of  the  register,  but  tnay  forward 
It  by  another. 

It  provides  also  that  soldiers  in  the  military 
service  may  make  the  affidavit  before  the  officer 
in  command,  and  transmit  it  to  the  register  by 
any  person  authorized  to  act  as  his  agent. 

It  further  provides  that  where  persons  have 
taken  the  preliminary  stcjjs  required  by  the  law 
of  1B62,  and  have  been  prevented,  by  being  called 
into  the  military  service,  from  completing  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law,  they  shall  not  lose  their 
rtghiH  by  ."juch  fact.  The  bill  containssomc  other 
provisions  of  less  importance,  and  about  which 
there  will  be  no  difference  of  opinion. 

I  am  satisfied  that  if  gentlemen  will  hear  the 
bill  read  they  will  allow  it  to  pass  at  once.  Im- 
mediate action  is  needed. 

I  iindoriitantl  that,  in  soinc  instances,  persons 
have  to  travel  four  or  five  hundred  miles,  chiefly 
through  rebel  territory,  in  order  to  reach  the 
ofKce  of  the  register.  The  law,  as  it  imw  stands, 
greatly  hinders  the  Hettlcmen land  im|)rove merit  of 
our  public  lands.     It  i.t  imporlnnt  that  the  claim- 


ants shall  be  allowed  to  make  their  affidavits  be- 
fore the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  they  reside, 
and  to  transmit  them  to  the  Land  Office,  so  that 
the  purposes  of  the  homestead  law  rnay  be  car- 
ried out. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  in  the  case 
of  any  person  desirous  of  availing  himself  of  the 
benefits  of  the  homestead  act  of  May  20,  1862,  but 
who,  by  reason  of  actual  service  in  the  military 
or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  is  unable  to 
do  the  personal  preliminary  acts  at  the  district 
land  office  \i7hich  the  act  of  May  20,  1862,  re- 
quii'es,  and  whose  family,  or  some  member  there- 
of, is  residi>!g  on  the  land  which  he  desires  to 
enter,  and  upon  which  afiona/tdeimprovementand 
settlement  have  been  made,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  such  person  to  make  the  affidavit  re- 
quired by  that  act  before  the  olHcer  commanding  in 
the  branch  of  the  service  in  which  the  party  may  be 
engaged,  which  affidavit  shall  be  as  binding  in 
law,  and  with  like  penalties,  as  if  taken  before  the 
register  or  receiver;  and  upon  such  affidavit  being 
filed  with  the  register  by  the  wife  or  other  repre- 
sentative orriTe  party,  the  same  shall  become  ef- 
fective from  the  date  of  such  filing,  provided  the 
application  and  affidavit  are  accompanied  by  the 
fee  and  commissions,  as  required  by  law. 

The  second  section  provides  that,  besides  the 
ten-dollar  fee  exacted  by  the  act,  the  homestead 
applicant  shall  hereafter  pay  to  the  register  and 
receiver  each,  as  commissions,  at  the  time  of  en- 
try, one  per  cent,  upon  the  cash  price  as  fixed  by 
law  of  the  land  applied  for,  and  like  commissions 
when  the  claim  is  finally  established  and  the  cer- 
tificate therefor  issued  as  the  basis  of  a  patent. 

The  third  section  )irovides  that  in  any  case  here- 
after in  which  the  applicant  for  the  benefit  of  the 
homestead,  and  whose  family,  or  some  member 
thereof,  is  residing  on  the  land  which  he  desires 
to  enter,  and  upon  which  a  bona  fide  improvement 
and  settlement  have  been  made,  is  prevented,  by 
reason  of  distance,  bodily  infirmity,  or  other  good 
cause,  from  personal  attendance  at  the  district 
land  office,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  him  to 
make  the  affidavit  required  by  the  original  statute 
before  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  county  in 
which  the  applicant  is  an  actual  resident,  and  to 
transmit  the  same,  with  the  fee  and  commissions, 
to  the  register  and  receiver. 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  in  lieu  of  the 
fee  allowed  by  the  twelfth  section  of  the  preemp- 
tion act  of  September  4,  1841,  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver shall  each  be  entitled  to  one  dollar  for  their 
services  in  acting  upon  preemption  claims,  and 
shall  be  allowed,  jointly,  at  the  rate  offifteen  cents 
per  hundred  words  for  the  testimony  which  may 
be  reduced  by  them  to  writing  for  claimants,  in 
establishing  preemption  or  homestead  rights,  the 
regulations  for  giving  proper  effect  to  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office. 

The  fifth  section  provides  that  where  a  pre- 
emptor  has  taken  the  initiatory  steps  required  by 
existing  laws  in  regard  lo  actual  settlement,  and 
is  called  away  from  such  settlement  by  being  act- 
ually engaged  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  by  reason  of  such  absence 
is  unable  to  appear  at  the  district  land  office,  to 
make,  before  the  register  or  receiver,  the  affida- 
vits required  by  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  pre- 
emption act  of  September  4,  1841,  the  time  for 
filing  such  affidavit  and  making  final  proof  and 
entry  or  location  shall  be  extended  six  months 
after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  upon 
satisfactory  proof  by  affidavit,  or  the  testimony 
of  witnesses  that  the  preemptor  is  in  the  service, 
being  filed  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  in  which  his  settlement  is  inade. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  the  registers 
and  receivers  in  the  States  of  California  and  Or- 
egon, and  in  the  Territories  of  Washington,  Ne- 
vada, Colorado,  Idaho,  New  Mexico,  and  Ari- 
zona, shall  be  entitled  to  collect  and  receive,  in 
ail(l.ition  to  the  fees  and  allowances  provided  by 
this  act,  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  fees  and  allowances 
as  compensation  fortheir  services;  provided,  the 
salary  and  fees  allowed  any  register  or  receiver 
shall  not  exceed  in  the  aggregate  the  sum  of 
fp.3,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  fifth 
section  by  adding  the  following  [iroviso: 

t'roviilcd,  however, 'I'ltiU  any  pilvatu  uuldlvr  or  suauKUi, 


who  shall  have  served  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  for  the  period  of  two  years,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  benefits  of  this  act  without  payment  of  any  fees 
wliatever,  and  shall,  so  soon  as  he  may  settle  ou  a  home- 
stead selection,  be  entitled  to  a  patent  therefor. 

This  proviso,  Mr.  Speaker,  requires  service  for 
two  years.  I  trust  that  my  colleague  will  see  the 
justice  of  giving  to  the  soldier  who  has  served 
two  years  and  been  honorably  discharged  his 
homestead  without  payment  of  fees  or  without 
delay  for  five  years. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  1  have  no  objection  to  my  col- 
league oflfering  that  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  any  objection  to  the 
bill  being  considered  at  this  time.' 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hears  no  objec- 
ion,  and  the  bill  is  before  the  House. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  any  objection  to  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  my  colleague  if  I  understood  it.  At  all 
events,  I  have  no  objection  to  having  a  vote  of 
the  House  upon  it.  'riiia  bill  has  been  reported 
unanmiously,  notonly  by  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  in  this  House,  but  also  by  the  same  com- 
mittee in  the  Senate.  The  only  amendment  that 
the  House  committee  recommends  is  the  adoption 
ofa  provision  that  all  reserved  lands  shall  bring  at 
least  the  minimum  price  of  |1  25  per  acre.  I  think 
there  can  be  no  objection  whatever  lo  the  bill  in 
any  of  its  features,  and  I  am  willing  that  my  col- 
league shall  have  a  vote  of  the  House  upon  liis 
amendment. 

Mr.  BOYD.  I  move  to  amend  the  third  sec- 
lion  of  the  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  words 
"clerk  of  the  court  for  the  county  in  which  the 
applicant  is  an  actual  resident,"  the  words  "  a 
judge  of  a  court  of  record,  a  clerk  of  a  court  of 
record,  or  a  notary  public." 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Holman's  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  HOLMAN  said:  Inasinuch,  Mr.  Speaker, 
as  quite  a  number  of  gentlemen  desire  to  attenil 
the  funeral  of  the  wife  of  the  oldest  officer  of  this 
House  in  a  very  few  moments,  and  as  there  is  no 
quorum  present,  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  hopethegentleman  will  with- 
draw that  motion  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  allow 
me  to  ask  the  House  to  take  up  Senate  bill  No. 
158,  and  pass  it  at  this  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  House  will  adjourn 
now,  the  bill  will  come  up  next  Friday  after  the 
morning  hour. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
adjourn,  but  that  there  may  be  a  call  of  the  House. 
There  is  an  appropriation  bill  which  I  want  to 
have  passed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to  state 
that  if  the  House  do  not  adjourn  now  he  will  ask 
leave  of  absence  himself,  lie  feels  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  wife  of  the  Journal 
clerk. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  asks  leave  of  ab- 
sence I'rom  the  House  for  the  I'emainder  of  to-day 's 
session. 

Leave  was  granted;  and  Mr.  Beaman  took  the 
chair  as  Speaker  pro  tempore. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  61,  nays  46;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  .lames  C  Allen,  Alley,  Haily,  Baxter, 
IJeaman,  lilalne,  Francis  1'.  Blair,  Jacob  B.  Ulair,  Bliss, 
Chanter,  Andirose  VV .'Clark,  Clay,  ("ox,Oaws(>n.D(;nnisoii, 
Dumont,  Eckley,  Eden,  Eliol,  Ganson,  Hall,  Harding,  Har- 
rington, Hcrrick,  llolman,  Kalbfieisch,  Francis  \V.  ICel- 
b'gg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kiiapp,  Le  Blond,  I,ong,  Mallory, 
iMcAllisiir,  McKlrini'V,  Morrill,  James  K.  Morris,  Morri- 
son, Noble,  Norton,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  I'endletou, 
Perry,  Priiyn,  Samuel  J.  Uandall,  Shannon,  Smith,  Spal- 
ding, Slebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles, 
Smart,  Sweat,  Wadsworth,  Elihu  I).  VVasliburne, Joseph 
\V.  White,  Wilson,  Windom,  and  Yeaman— 61. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley,  Au- 
gustus C.  Baldwin,  John  I).  Baldwin,  lioutwell,  Boyd, 
Brooniall,  (Jolih,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  Dawes,  Dixon,  Donnellv,  Driggs,  Farnswortli,Grin- 
nell.  Hale,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Highy,  llotcliluss,  John  [f. 
Ilnbliard,  Julian,  Kernaii,  Longyear.  Lovejov,  Mcliride, 
McClurg,  Mrlndoe,  Samuel  F.  .^Hller,  U'an'iel  Morris, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Peiham,  Price,  William  H.  Uandall,  John 
H.  Kico,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Williuin 
II.  Waaliburn,  Williams,  and  Wililer— 46. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  thereupon 
(at  two  o'clock  and  forty -five  minutes,  p.  ni.) 
the  House  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  March  12,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clnck,  m.     Prayer 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Cutler,  of  New  York. 
The  JoLirual  of  yesterday  whs  read  and  approved. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  McDonald, 
one  of  its  clerks,  announced  to  the  House  that  the 
Senate  had  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  conference  upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  156)  to  sup- 
ply deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1864. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  passed  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  R.  No.  37)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  public  debt,  with  amendments,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  was  requested. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  passed  an  act  (H.  R. 
No.  50)  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30th  of  June,  1865,  with  amendments, 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  was  re- 
quested. 

president's  annual  message. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
upon  the  Presixlent's  annual  message. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Dawes  in  the  chair,)  and  resurucd  the  consider- 
ation of  the  President's  annual  message,  on  which 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  was 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

AMNESTY  PROCLAMATION. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Chairman,  after  three 
years  of  relentless  war,  engrossing  the  attention 
and  commanding  the  energies  of  thirty  million 
people,  we  approach,  at  least  in  anticipation,  the 
final  result  of  the  tremendous  conflict.  The  re- 
cent proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  declaring  the  future  policy  of  the  Execu- 
tive, and  the  bill  for  the  reorganization  of  State 
governments  now  pending  before  this  House, bring 
us  face  to  face  with  the  final  issue — the  condi- 
tions on  which  the  Union  shall  be  restored.  This 
movement  is  not  necessarily  premature.  Two 
States  in  which  civil  government  was  overthrown 
have  been  relieved  by  the  success  of  our  arms 
from  t))e  military  power  of  the  rebellion;  and  large 
portions  of  other  States  are  within  the  lines  of 
the  Federal  forces;  and  besides  this,  sir,  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  thepcople  of  the  United  Statesare 
willing  to  restore  the  Union  must  have  a  power- 
ful influence  for  good  or  for  evil  on  the  masses  of 
the  people  of  the  South. 

The  proclamation  of  the  President,  which  was 
communicated  to  Congress  and  published  to  the 
country  on  the  8th  day  of  December,  1863, 
whether  considered  as  a  war  measure  adopted  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
or  as  a  measure  of  civil  government,  is  the  most 
extraordinary  instrument  that  ever  challenged  the 
attention  of  a  free  people.  If  our  system  of  gov- 
ernment were  different;  if,  instead  of  the  careful 
divisions  of  political  power  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
Btitution,  the  legislative  and  executive  functions 
were  vested  in  one  man,  and  he  was  announcing 
the  conditions  upon  which  revolted  provinces 
should  escape  the  calamities  of  war  and  be  re- 
stored to  the  empire,  the  proclamation  would  con- 
form to  the  ordinary  experience  of  mankind;  but 
emanating  from  the  President  of  theUnited  Stales, 
whose  powers  are  executive  only,  the  [iroclama- 
tion  may  well  arrest  the  attention  and  provoke  the 
criticism  of  a  people  jealous  of  delegated  power. 

The  proclamation  announces  a  conditional  am- 
nesty to  the  masses  of  the  people  invoJved  in  the 
rebellion, and  declares  the  conditions  on  which  the 
States  in  which  civil  government  had  been  over- 
thrown might  be  reorganized  and  restored  to  the 
Unions  The  States  enumerated  in  the  proclama- 
tion are  either  States  of  the  Union  orelse  by  seces- 
sion and  revolution  they  have  ceased  to  bo  States 
of  the  Union.  If  they  are  in  the  Union,  the  Con- 
stitution with  its  powers  to  protect  and  its  power."! 
to  punish  embraces  them.  Can  the  President  by 
a  war  measure  or  a  peace  measure  change  the  re- 
lations of  Slate's  to  the  Union.'    Can  he  declare  a 


different  basis  on  which  the  local  sovereignty  of  a 
State  may  rest  than  that  which  the  Constitution 
has  prescribed  .'  He  may  as  Commander-in-Chief 
subdue  the  military  power  which  resists  the  su- 
premacy of  the  Federal  Government.  He  may 
reclaim  the  public  property.  He  may  compel  by 
force  submission  to  the  laws;  but  in  all  this  he  is 
but  the  agent  of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  the 
Executive  of  their  power.  But  may  he  determine 
who  shall  constitute  the  State.'  May  he  prescribe 
who  shall  exercise  the  elective  franchise, and  what 
part  or  wlwit  class  of  the  people  shall  assume  and 
exercise  political  power.'  In  a  word,  sir,  can  he 
declare  the  foundations  and  prescribe  the  condi- 
tions of  citizenship? 

If  he  can  do  all  this,  sir — and  all  this  is  assumed 
by  his  proclamation — then  is  tne  war  power  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  supreme  and  abso- 
lute, before  which  Constitution  and  laws  are  pros- 
trate and  powerless.  1  shrink,  sir,  with  terror 
from  such  assumptions.  I  deny  any  such  power 
in  the  President  either  as  President  or  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. His  powers  are  the  powers  of 
an  Executive,  not  of  a  legislator.  It  is  his  sworn 
duty  to  "  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  ex- 
ecuted," not  to  make  them;  but  the  powers  as- 
sumed transcend  even  the  legislative  authority  of 
Congress.  His  powers  are  as  much  prescribed 
and  limited  in  war  as  in  peace;  but  these  are  not 
powers  of  war  but  powers  of  civil  government. 
By  his  proclamation  he  declares  that  such  per- 
sons and  such  only  of  the  States  in  which  civil 
government  has  been  subverted,  whether  loyal  or 
disloyal,  who  shall  take  the  oath — not  an  oath 
prescribed  by  the  legislative  power,  but  by  him- 
self, an  oath  unknown  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws — shall  constitute  the  State  if  their  number 
shall  be  not  less  than  one  tenth  of  the  votes  cast 
at  the  last  presidential  election  in  such  State. 
This  one  tenth  may  organize  and  shall  constitute 
the  State,  and  he  pledges  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, that  is,  the  executive  power,  to  maintain 
the  State  so  organized.  The  old  maxim  of  our 
fathers  was  that  sovereignty  was  in  the  people, 
that  they  were  the  source  of  political  power. 
Upon  whose  sovereignty  would  such  a  State  be 
organized  .'  The  sovereignty  of  the  people  ?  No, 
sir.  On  the  sovereignty  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  for  the  power  that  declares  the 
conditions  of  Government  is  sovereign. 

It  cannot  be  said  by  way  of  apology  that  in  de- 
tet-mining  who  should  restore  the  State  the  proc- 
lamation justly  discriminates  between  loyalty  and 
treason,  for  the  loyal  man  becomes  a  political  out- 
cast if  he  asserts  his  citizenship  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  his  country  and  refuses  to  accept 
conditions  imposed  on  him,  not  by  law  but  in 
defiance  of  law,  by  the  President.  Indeed,  sir,  he 
may  become  the  subject  or  victim  of  laws  enacted 
by  men  whose  treason  had  overthrown  the  gov- 
ernment of  his  State,  and  whose  crimes  might  in- 
duce compliance  with  conditions  which  secured 
an  amnesty  from  tljeir  guilt.  If  Mr.  Lincoln  had 
recognized  the  constitutional  rights  of  loyal  citi- 
zens who  of  all  others  had  suffered  by  treason, 
and  had  imposed  his  conditions  of  amnesty  on 
traitors  only  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  the  plea 
at  least  of  equity  and  justice  might  be  made  in 
his  behalf.  As  it  is,  the  charge  of  usurpation  is 
unrelieved  even  by  the  argument  of  moderation 
and  fairness.  Mr.  L.incoln,in  his  message  to  the 
firs't^ession  oftheThirty-Seventh  Congress, says: 

"It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  there,  is  to-day  a 
majority  of  the  legally  qualified  voters  of  any  State,  except 
perhaps  South  Carolina,  in  favor  of  disunion.  Tliero  is 
mucli  reason  to  believe  that  the  Union  men  are  tiie  uiajor- 
ity  in  many,  if  not  in  every  other  one,  of  tlie  so-called  se- 
ceded States.  It  is  ventured  to  afiirui  this  even  of  Virginia 
and  Tennessee,  for  the  result  of  an  election  held  in  mili- 
tary camps,  where  the  bayonets  are  all  on  one  side  of  the 
question  voted  upon,  can  scarcely  be  considered  as  dem- 
onstrating popular  sentiment.  At  such  an  election  all  of 
that  large  class  who  are  at  once  for  the  Union  and  against 
coercion  would  be  coerced  to  vote  against  the  Union." 

And  now  Mr.  Lincoln,  by  his  proclamation,  in 
allowing  only  those  who  had  accepted  his  amnesty 
to  reorganize  the  State,  is  driven  to  assume  that 
eitherby  the  policy  his  radical  advisers  have  forced 
upon  him,  or  by  the  bayonets  of  the  rebels,  all  of 
this  large  body  of  Union  men  have  been  driven 
into  rebellion  and  require  the  benefit  of  his  am- 
nesty, or  else  that  in  reorganization  it  is  better  to 
rely  on  the  gratituile  of  the  pardoned  traitor  than 
on  the  loyalty  of  the  loyal  citizen.  The  procla- 
mation declares  that  whenever  a  number  of  per- 
sons, not  Ics.g  than  one  tenth  of  the  voters,  wIk) 


shall  have  taken  the  oath  prescribed  as  the  con- 
dition of  amnesty,  "  and  excluding  all  others, 
shall  reestablish  a  State  government  which  shall 
be  republican,  and  in  nowise  contravening  said 
oath,  such  shall  be  recognized  as  the  true  gov- 
ernment of  the  State,  and  the  State  shall  receive 
thereunder  the  benefits  of  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision which  declares  that  '  the  United  otates 
shall  guaranty  to  every  State  of  this  Union  a  re- 
publican form  of  government,' and  shall  protect 
each  of  them  againstinvasion,  and,  on  application 
of  the  Legislature,  or  the  Executive,  (when  the 
Legislature  cannot  be  convened,)  against  domes- 
tic violence."     And  the  President  further  s'ays: 

"And  it  is  suggested  a^^notimjirojicr  that  in  constructing 
a  loyal  State  government  in  any  State,  the  name  of  the  State, 
the  boundary,  the  subdivisions,  the  constituti(m  and  general 
code  of  laws,  as  before  the  rebellion,  be  maintained,  subject 
only  to  tlio  mollifications  made  necessary  by  the  conditions 
hereinbefore  stated,  and  such  others,  if  aiiy.  not  contra 
vening  said  conditions." 

It  scarcely  seems  possible,  sir,  that  this  is  an 
American  President  speaking  of  States  of  the 
American  Union.  One  tenth  of  the  voters  having 
taken  the  prescribed  oath  to  obtain  the  benefit 
of  the  amnesty,  "  and  excluding  allolhers,"  "  shall 
reestablish  a  State  government."  It  is  to  the  per- 
sons to  whom  the  amnesty  is  granted,  "each 
having  taken  the  oath  aforesaid,"  an  oath  faith- 
fully to  support  the  proclamations  of  the  President 
having  reference  to  slaves,  and  all  acts  of  Con- 
gress on  that  subject,  that  the  right,  and  the  ex- 
clusive right,  to  establish  a  State  government  is 
transferred.  It  is  loyalty  to  proclamations,  not 
the  Constitution,  on  which  Mr.  Lincoln  would 
build  his  republican  States. 

Mr.  Lincoln  seems  to  have  entirely  overlooked 
the  loyal  men  of  these  States,  five  of  which  States 
had  regiments  of  citizens  in  the  Union  army.  And 
why?  Because,  sir,  he  may  have  justly  argued 
that  they  would  not  accept  conditions  unknown 
to  the  Constitution  and  imposed  by  executive 
power;  that  the  virtue  that  resisted  treason  would 
resist  this  encroachment  on  inherent  and  unfor- 
feited  rights,  and  this,  too,  whatever  their  views 
might  be  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  oath 
to  support  the  Constitution  was  the  only  oath 
that  could  be  imposed  on  them;  while  the  traitor, 
by  taking  the  oath,  was  restored  to  his  forfeited 
rights,  and  more — the  right  of  governing  his  loyal 
fellow-citizens. 

What  then,  sir,  are  the  elements,  the  materials 
of  Mr.  Lincoln's  "  republican  States?"  A  num- 
ber not  less  than  a  tenth  of  the  voters,  not  selected 
because  they  have  been  loyal  to  the  Government, 
but  because  they  have  taken  the  oath,  prescribed 
not  by  the  Constitution  and  laws,  but  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  taken  it,  too,  to  obtain  amnesty  for 
treason.  And  this  one  tenth  having  taken  the 
oath,  "and  excluding  all  others,"  shall  reestab- 
lish a  State  government  "  which  shall  be  repub- 
lican" if  it  "in  nowise  contravene  said  oath," 
and  "  shall  be  recognized  as  the  true  government 
of  the  State,"  and  "shall  receive  from  the  United 
States  the  constitutional  guas^antee  and  protection 
from  invasion"  and  "  domestic  violence."  And 
such,  then,  is  Mr.  Lincoln's  idea  of  "a  repub- 
lican" form  of  government,  a  government  formed 
by  not  less  than  one  tenth  of  its  people  and  upon 
conditions  dictated  by  himself.  And  this  a  re- 
publican State!  Shades  of  our  fathers  !  are  these 
the  kind  of  republican  States  thatare  to  perpetuate 
the  American  Union,  the  grand  old  Republic  of 
Washington?  With  a  Union  of  such  States  will 
we  dare  to  decorate  this  Capitol  with  the  proud 
old  emblems  of  constitutional  liberty?  A  Union 
of  free  and  equal  States! 

Mr.  Lincoln  suggests  that  it  would  not  be  "  im- 
proper" to  retain  the  name,  boundaries,  &c.,  of 
the  original  State.  "^Yoi  improper" — a  mere  baga- 
telle! But  still  it  would  not  be  "  improper"  to 
retain  these  ancient  landmarks:  they  aio  of  no 
moment  if  in  life  and  spirit  the  State  is  conformed 
to  the  model  of  the  new  builder!  Hut  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, as  if  remembering  that  the  legislative  pow- 
ers of  the  Government  were  not  confined  to  him- 
self, but  delegated  to  Congress,  says  that  "wheth- 
er members  sent  to  Congress  from  any  State  shall 
be  admitted  to  seats  constitutionally  rests  exclu- 
sively with  the  two  Houses."  This  is  at  least 
a  concession;  but  whether  their  Representatives 
were  admitted  or  not  would  not  lessen  his  power, 
for  if  not  admitted,  the  only  power  that  would 
reach  these  States  would  be  that  of  the  Execu- 
tive.    Mr.   Lincoln   might  well   liavc  doubted 
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whether  Congress  would  consent  that  ten  thou- 
sand voters  in  Louisiana  sliould  possess  in  the 
Senate  a  |)ower  equal  to  three  hundred  thousand 
in  Ohio,  and,  with  one  half  the  vote  of  any  con- 
gressional district  of  Indiana,  should  have  five 
members  on  this  floor,  and  seven  votes  in  the 
Electoral  College. 

Such,  sir,  would  be  a  fair  statement  of  the  case 
upon  the  theory  that  the  States  of  the  South  are 
still  States  of  the  Union,  and  the  acts  of  secession 
null  and  void;  the  Constitution  still  unimpaired 
though  resisted  by  armed  force.  But  how  does 
the  case  stand  on  the  other  hypothesis,  that  by 
secession  and  rebellion  the  ten  States  of  the  South 
have  ceased  to  be  States  of  the  Union  ?  This  is  the 
theory  of  most  of  the  Republican  leaders  on  this 
floor,  and  especially  of  the  distinguished  leader 
of  the  House,  [Mr.  Stevens.]  It  is  also  the 
doctrine  of  Davis  and  his  rebel  conspirators.  It 
might  be  charged,  indeed,  that  such  is  the  theory 
of  Mr.  Lincoln,  for  if  they  are  still  States  of  the 
Union,  as  I  maintain,  the  Constitution  embraces 
them;  and  if  so,  by  whatauihority  does  he  fix  the 
conditions  on  which  they  shall  be  recognized  as 
States.?  His  only  duty  in  such  case  is  to  sub- 
due the  armed  power  that  for  the  time  being  sus- 
pends the  authority  of  the  Constitution,  and  not 
to  organize  civil  government;  that  is  not  a  power 
of  war  but  of  peace.  But  if  out  of  the  Union  they 
could  only  be  restored  as  "  new  States,"  and  if 
even  built  on  the  executive  model  could  only 
obtain  admission  into  the  Union  through  Con- 
gress. "New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the 
Congress  into  this  Union."  The  Congress,  and 
not  the  President,  must  judge  of  the  republican 
form  of  their  government.  Congress,  represent- 
ing the  States  and  the  people,  must  determine 
whether  the  new  State  shall  be  admitted  as  an 
equal  into  the  august  sisterhood  of  States.  The 
recognition  and  organization  of  the  President 
would  be  a  naked  act  of  power  having  no  relation 
to  the  Federal  Union.  Therefore, on  eithertheory, 
the  assumption  of  authority  by  the  President  to 
reorganize  the  political  structure  of  States,  and 
pledge  the  United  States  for  their  maintenance, 
ought  to  be  condemned  as  at  the  very  least,  to  use 
the  mildest  terms,  a  tremendous  innovation  on  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Government,  and 
tending  to  the  utter  subversion  of  public  liberty. 

I  have  said  all  this,  sir,  without  any  reference 
to  the  particular  object  which  the  President  man- 
ifestly seeks  to  accomplish.  That  he  was  willing 
to  arrogate  to  himself  these  tremendous  powers  for 
the  abolition  of  African  slavery,  or  for  any  other 
purpose  does  not  change  the  question.  Usurpa- 
tions have  ever  been  justified  by  some  specious  neces- 
sity. I  do  not  speak  with  reference  to  the  merit 
of  this  specious  pretense.  If  the  ambitious  dem- 
agogues of  the  South  in  their  miserable  feud  with 
the  ambitious  fanatics  of  the  North  have  involved 
the  whole  people  in  the  calamities  of  war,  and  as 
an  incident  to  that  war  African  slavery  shall  per- 
ish, I  have  but  to  say,  sir,  "  let  it  perish." 

I  am  not  unmindful,  sir,  of  the  fearful  perils  to 
which  this  infamous  rebellion  has  exposed  this 
nation.  I  am  conscious, sir,  that  impelled  by  the 
impending  danger  many  a  military  act  of  ques- 
tionable constitutionality  might  be  extenuated  on 
the  plea  of  imperative  necessity.  To  criticise  the 
acts  and  errors  of  an  Administration  in  the  midst 
of  the  calamities  and  agonies  of  q  tremendous 
war,  as  if  it  were  a  time  of  peace,  would  be  un- 
worthy of  a  representative  of  a  patriotic  people. 
I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  all  this;  and  if  this 

freat  error  of  usurpation  had  been  the  error  of  an 
our,  1  should  have  remained  silent.  But  if  this 
act  of  the  President,  in  Jeaving  the  province  of  an 
executive  officer,  and  assuming  to  himself  every 
function  of  Government,  even  with  the  represent- 
atives of  the  people  then  assembled  in  Congress, 
shall  be  consummated,  it  will,  in  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  the  African,  overthrow  every  safeguaid 
of  the  public  liberty,  if  not  now,  in  the  dangerous 
precedent  it  will  establish  for  some  abler  and 
bolder  aspirant  to  power.  Nor,  sir,  can  I  escape 
the  belief  that  Mr.  Lincoln  ir)  aril  this  has  been 
more  controlled  by  political  hostility  to  the  do- 
mestic policy  of  tiie  South  than  by  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  restore  the  Union  to  its  original  symmetry, 
else  why  docs  he  ignore  the  dilFerence  between  the 
loyal  niid  the  disloyal  men  of  the  South.'  Why, 
if  he  deemed  an  act  of  general  amnesty  proper, 
did  he  not  make  the  condition  of  restoration  an 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Constitution, and  upon  that 


old  and  sanctified  foundation  restore  the  structure 
which  treason  had  attempted  to  destroy.' 

That  part  of  the  proclamation  which  grants  a 
general  amnesty,  except  to  the  leading  traitors, 
even  on  the  conditions  imposed,  may  weaken  the 
rebellion.  It  is  an  act  within  the  scope  of  ex- 
ecutive power,  and  will  not  be  condemned  even 
by  those  who  prefer  only  unconditional  submis- 
sion to  the  Constitution  on  the  part  of  the  mis- 
guided masses  of  the  people  as  the  conditions  of 
peace.  It  is  only  when  the  Executive  leave.sthe 
field  of  his  constitutional  authority  tl^t  the  citi- 
zen may  justly  condemn. 

But  opposition  to  the  policy  of  substituting  the 
will  of  the  Executive  for  the  old  theory  of  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  people  is  happily  not  confined  to  those 
opposed  to  the  political  views  of  the  President.  The 
bill  upon  your  table,  sir,  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee on  reconstruction,  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis,]  is  a  most  signal 
condemnation  of  the  executive  usurpation.  This 
bill,  sir,  proposes  to  substitute  the  law  of  the 
land  for  the  will  of  the  President.  It  confers  on 
him  tremendous  powers,  but  they  are  only  the 
powers  he  now  assumes  without  the  authority  of 
law.  He  proposes  to  restore  the  States  on  the 
basis  of  traitors  pardoned  by  his  amnesty;  this 
bill  on  the  basis  of  loyal  citizens  only.  He  acts 
through  military  governors,  for  whose  appoint- 
ment there  is  no  law;  this  bill  would  give  the 
sanction  of  law  to  his  appointments.  He  requires 
an  oath  from  the  pardoned  electors  to  sustain  his 
proclamation,  while  this  bill,  ignoring  the  sanctity 
of  these  instruments,  requires  of  the  electors 
simply  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

But  this  bill ,  as  though  its  author  would  follow 
in  the  footsteps  of  the  President  wherever  it  was 
possible,  proposes  to  found  the  States  on  the  will 
of  one  tenth  of  its  voters,  and  requires  the  abo- 
lition of  African  slavery  as  a  condition  for  re- 
storing the  State,  not  by  the  sanction  of  an  oath, 
but  by  a  constitutional  guarantee;  and  the  bill  pro- 
vides that  if  the  convention  called  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution refuses  to  abolish  African  slavery,  the 
Governor  appointed  by  the  President  shall  declare 
the  convention  dissolved,  and  until  the  loyal  peo- 
ple who  had  taken  the  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution will  consent  to  the  conditionand  abolish 
African  slavery  the  State  shall  be  governed  by 
oflicers  appointed  by  the  President.  But  if  the 
convention  so  called  shall  consent  to  the  condition 
and  frame  a  constitution,  that  the  President,  "after 
obtaining  the  assent  of  Congress,  shall,  by  proc- 
lamation, recognize  that  government,  and  none 
other,  as  the  constitutional  government  of  the 
State."  And  after  such  recognition,  and  not  be- 
fore, Senators  and  Representatives  and  "electors 
for  President  and  Vice  President  may  be  elected 
in  such  State  according  to  the  laws  of  such  State 
and  of  the  United  States." 

The  fundamental  difference  in  these  schemes 
of  reconstruction  consists  mainly  in  the  source  of 
the  authority  that  would  limit  the  free  action  of 
the  people,  the  President  or  the  Congress,  the 
executive  or  the  legislative  power.  The  Presi- 
dent with  his  own  instruments  would  mold  them 
to  his  own  will,  while  the  bill  demands  the  au- 
thority of  law;  but  both  ignore  the  majority  of 
the  ))eople  and  for  the  same  cause;  both  sacrifice 
the  old  principle  of  popular  government  to  the 
impatient  determination  to  change, not  ex ting^jish, 
the  servitude 'of  the  African,  for  neither  proposes 
to  make  him  a  member  of  the  State;  the  one  herds 
him  with  the  loyal  citizens  disfranchised  for  not 
accepting  the  President's  amnesty, while  the  other 
consigns  him  to  political  servitude  with  his  dis- 
loyal master;  but  in  subtle  craftiness  the  Presi- 
dent's plan  greatly  surpasses  the  plan  proposed 
by  the  bill.  Mr.  Lincolnmight  well  have  argued 
that,  having  in  his  message  to  Congress  declared 
the  existence  of  a  large  Union-loving  population 
in  all  the  States  of  the  South  except  South  Car- 
olina, if  he  required  of  these  loyal  men  who  had 
forfeited  nothing  by  treason,  who  had  borne  and 
suffered  agonies  unknown  to  loyal  men  of  the 
North,  to  take  any  other  oath  as  a  condition  of 
the  restoration  of  their  State  to  the  Union  except 
that  of  fidelity  to  the  Constitution,  the  sentiment 
of  justice  and  honor  would  everywhere  revolt. 
Kesides,  he  might  well  suppose  that  the  men  who 
had  resisted  the  rageof  iron-handed  treason  would 
not  at  his  dictaticni  abandon  any  right  of  citizen- 
ship, and  that  the  wliolc  people  >vould  condemn 


the  arbitrary  attempt  to  control  their  political  con- 
duct. Therefore  it  was,  sir,  that  traitors  and 
others  willing  to  acknowledge  themselves  as  such, 
who  had  received  the  benefit  of  his  clemency,  en- 
franchised by  his  pardon,  were  made  the  chosen 
instruments  to  remodel  States  according  to  his 
own  dictation,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  bill, 
recognizing  only  loyal  citizens,  does  not  insult 
them  by  a  pardon  for  crimes  they  had  not  com- 
mitted, but  would  force  them  to  compliance  by 
this  alternative:  adopt  a  constitution  prohibiting 
African  slavery,  or  submit  to  a  servitude  where 
every  political  right  of  the  citizen  is  extinguished, 
where  every  office  is  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
the  President.  Rather  than  submit  to  this,  loyal 
citizens  might  submit  to  Federal  dictation.  But 
still  this  is  but  authorizing  bylaw  what  thj  Pres- 
ident assumes  to  do  without  the  slightest  color  of 
authority. 

I  am  free  to  admit  that  if  I  were  compelled  to 
choose  between  the  crafty  scheme  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  plan  proposed  by  this  bill,  I  should 
not  hesitate  to  accept  the  latter.  It  would  at  least 
have  the  merit  of  reorganizing  the  States  on  the 
legislative  will  of  the  whole  people  as  represented 
in  Congress,  while  the  other  is  the  mere  arbitrary 
dictation  of  one  man,  still  one  man,  though  he  be 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

But,  sir,  there  is  one  leading  feature  in  both  of 
these  measures  which  fills  me  with  alarm,  the 
utter  abandonment  of  the  fundamental  principle 
of  this  Republic,  that  all  just  powers  of  govern- 
ment are  derived  from  the  consent  of  the  governed. 
One  tenth  of  the  voters  may  on  either  plan  become  the 
State;  the  bill  does  not  require  one  hour  of  res- 
idence to  entitle  ti  person  to  participate  in  the  re- 
organization; and  such,  too,  is  the  practical  effect 
of  the  proclamation  as  modified  by  military  order.- 
As  the  rebel  forces  are  from  time  to  time  driven 
from  State  after  State  or  from  parts  of  States,  I 
see  no  difficulty  in  the  President  consummating 
his  purpose.  A  handful  of  pliant  rebels,  who  had 
forfeited  life  and  property  by  treason,  might  well 
consent,  when  the  fortunes  of  the  rebellion  became 
desperate,  to  exchange  their  perilous  condition  by 
becoming  the  pliant  and  mercenary  instruments 
of  the  President  and  at  the  same  time  the  sover- 
eign citizens  of  the  State,  the  masters  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens. So  that  unsuccessful  treason  would 
open  up  a  magnificent  destiny !  A  wonderful  trans- 
formation, marvelous  as  an  Araljian  tale  !  Who 
then,  sir,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things  will  be 
the  chosen  citizens  of  these  new  republican  States? 
Rebels  to  whom,  under  the  auspices  of  a  gracious 
patron,  is  opened  up  a  path  of  safety  and  of  power; 
the  camp  followers  and  reckless  adventurers  who 
swarm  like  vultures  on  the  outskirts  of  a  great 
army,  gi-eedy ,  dishonest,  and  merciless,  and  those 
who, otherwise  loyal, are  seduced  from  their  man- 
hood by  the  corrupting  and  boundless  patronage 
of  the  President.  These,  sir,  will  be  his  willing 
instruments,  and  the  States  they  would  organize 
would  be  the  States  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  not 
States  of  the  American  Union;  the  true  loyalty 
of  the  South  outcast,  dishonored. 

In  the  practical  workings  of  this  plan,  the  coun- 
try has  been  filled  with  indignant  astonishment 
at  the  recent  act  of  a  major  general,  annulling  by 
a  military  order  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Lou- 
isiana, declaring  the  basis  of  civil  governmentand 
reducing  the  term  of  residence  for  citizenship,  so 
that  camp-followers  and  adventurers,  the  plun- 
derers of  the  gallantsoldier,  might  become  theau- 
gust  founders  ofa  State;  and  this,  too — how  cheer- 
less and  bitter  the  memory! — in  the  city  famous 
for  the  last  battle  in  the  second  war forindepend- 
cnce.  And  more  significant  still  the  recent  am- 
bitious butdisastrous  attempt  to  reorganize  a  State 
in  Florida.  Who  was  responsible  for  that  dis- 
aster? What  were  the  instructions  to  theambi- 
tious  youth  who  left  the  mansioft  of  the  President 
and  directed  the  veteran  Gillmore  to  abandon  for 
the  time  the  assault  on  the  accursed  city  of  Charles- 
ton? Who  set  on  foot  the  idle  talc  of  inter- 
cepted dispatches,  pointing  out  the  numberless 
herds  of  cattle  in  the  glades  of  Florida,  the  last 
hope  of  the  rebel  army?  For  \vhat  was  all  this? 
To  pave  the  way  for  a  new  State  under  th'e  shel- 
ter ofa  military  expedition.  The  sufferings  and 
blood  of  a  gallaiit  army  were  to  gratify  the  base 
ambition  of  un'worthy  favorites  of  the  Executive, 
and  the  fatal  battle-field  of  Olustee  was  the  result. 
l"'iftei'n  hundred  gallant  soldiers  are  stricken  down, 
the  victiina  of  sclfiah  and  mercenary  adventurers 
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seeking  to  organize  a  State  under  the  auspices  of 
the  proclamation.  The  mere  possibility  of  con- 
summating such  a  scheme,  and  the  easy  manner 
in  which  the  President  is  led  to  sacrifice  public 
interests  to  accommodate  the  views  of  unworthy 
favorites,  is  sufficient  to  expose  and  condemn  the 
entire  system.  The  fact  that  the  President  may 
have  been  deceived  only  aggravates  the  misfor- 
tune. 

Both  the  proclamation  and  the  bill  declare  that  the 
government  organized  by  a  number  not  less  than 
one  tenth  of  the  voters  "  shall  be  republican  in  its 
form."  Rome  was  called  a  republic, even  under  the 
despotism  of  the  Caesars.  Can  the  power  of  the 
President  or  the  will  of  Congress  change  the  very 
nature  of  things?  We  have  heretofore  indulged  the 
belief  that  a  republic  was  at  least  founded  on  the 
will  of  the  people — agovernmentof  majorities;  but 
here  one  tenth  of  the  people  may  be  the  State,  nine 
tenths  of  the  people  political  outcasts,  serfs,  pariahs! 
And  is  this  a  republican  State?  Great  God !  how 
the  stern  old  republicans  of  the  Revolution  would 
have  swelled  with  rage  at  such  republicanism  as 
this!  "  Republican  in  form;"  what  an  insult  to 
human  intelligence  I  Such  a  government  is  not 
a-republic.  It  is  an  oligarchy,  the  most  infamous 
form  of  government  that  ever  oppressed  man- 
kind. It  is  the  form  of  government  that  at  one 
time  disgraced  Athens,  that  insulted  and  finally 
overthrew  the  Roman  republic,  that  created  the 
laz*roni  of  Naples  and  Venice,  and  extinguished 
the  liberties  of  Genoa.  There  is  but  one  instance 
in  history  where  that  form  of  government  has  not 
ended  in  monarchy,  and  in  that  instance  the  day 
of  its  overthrow  became  immortal  in  the  memory 
of  mankind. 

The  favored  citizens  of  these  States  might  in- 
deed diminish  their  own  authority  by  admitting 
others  to  citizenship;  but  who  shall  compel  them 
to  do  it?  And  when,  sir,  have  so  small  a  number 
of  people  obtained  the  mastery  over  their  fellow- 
citizens,  and  voluntarily  surrendered  their  su- 
premacy? Mr.  Lincoln  declares  such  a  State"  re- 
publican," and  pledges  the  nation  to  maintain 
It  even  against  the  "domestic  violence"  which 
would  assert  the  natural  equality  of  man .  Itwill  be 
observed  that  this  is  not  designed  as  a  temporary 
expedient,  but  as  a  permanent  system  of  gov- 
ernment. What  becomes  of  the  equality  of  the 
States  ?  A  thousand  voters  in  Florida  would  send 
two  members  to  theSenateand  one  to  this  House; 
ten  thousand  voters  in  Louisiana  two  Senators  and 
five  members  on  this  floor.  I  hear  it  compared 
to  the  rotten-borough  system  of  England.  It  is 
infinitely  worse.  These  States,  then,  embracing 
half  of  the  territory  of  the  Union,  when  the  rebel- 
lion is  subdued,  whether  reorganized  by  the  spe- 
cial authority  and  through  the  instruments  of  the 
President  or  carried  on  by  an  army  of  civil  offi- 
cials appointed  by  himself,  become  the  mere  in- 
struments of  the  executive  power,  in  no  sense 
States  of  the  Union,  but  agents  for  despotism  and 
ruin,  not  more  prostrating  to  them  than  to  us. 

And  is  this  to  be  the  end  of  this  mighty  agony? 
Is  it  for  this  the  gallant  soldier  has  laid  down  his 
life?  Is  it  for  this  that  your  gallant  sons  have 
met  the  iron  front  of  battle  and  won  the  imper- 
ishable glory  of  a  patriot  grave?  Is  it  for  this  the 
wife  sits  weeping  with  her  orphan  children  by  the 
desolate  hearthstone,  and  the  tearful  eyes  of  the 
mother  rest  on  the  seat  by  the  fireside  that  shall 
be  filled  no  more?  Are  these  miserable  oligarchies 
a  recompense  for  a  nation's  tears?  To  save  a 
Constitution,  the  gift  of  the  mighty  dead  of  the 
Revolution,  andaUnion  sanctified  by  their  blood 
from  the  assaults  of  traitors,  might  compensate 
foranage  of  agony;  but  if  all  these  sacrifices  must 
end  in  consolidated  power,  instruments  of  vaulting 
ambition,  then  have  your  gallant  sons  fallen  and 
the  heart  of  a  nation  been  wrung  in  vain.  May 
the  God  of  our  fathers  save  us  from  such  a  destiny 
as  this ! 

The  bill  before  me  provides  that  until  a  State 
government  shall  be  organized  by  the  loyal  men 
submitting  to  the  terms  prescribed— 

"  The  President  of  the  United  States  shall  appoint  .such 
officers  provided  for  by  the  laws  of  the  State  when  its  g.>v- 
ernnient  was  overthrown  as  he  may  find  necessary  to  tlie 
civjl  lulmimstration  of  the  State;  all  whicliofficcrs  shall  he 
entitled  to  receive  the  fees  and  fniolunifiits  provided  by 
the  State  laws  for  such  officers." 

This  is  then  the  proposed  policy,  not  simply 
during  the  war  butafter  the  rebellion  is  put  down; 
a  permanent  system  until  one  tenth  of  the  voters 


will  submit  to  the  conditions  of  restoration.  Is 
it  not  strange,  sir,  how  instantly  we  drift  into  the 
old  forms  of  tyranny  the  moment  we  cut  loose 
from  the  principles  of  free  government?  The 
President  to  appoint  all  the  civil  officers  -of  the 
State,  Governor,  sheriffs,  clerks,  judges,  com- 
moners, constables,  justices,  trustees.  What  a 
spectacle  !  How  naturally  the  experience  of  his- 
tory isrevived — the  prefectsof  imperial  Rome,  the 
satraps  of  Persia,  the  lord  lieutenants  of  modern 
times,  the  appointed  instruments  of  consolidated 
power  !  With  sucii  tremendous  authority  vested 
m  the  Chief  Executive  how  longcould  this  Repub- 
lic survive?  It  must  be  observed,  too,  that  this 
whole  theory  is  built  on  the  idea  of  subjugation, 
not  merely  of  armed  rebels — that  is  inevitable  if 
you  would  restore  the  Union — but  of  the  masses 
of  the  people ;  a  subjugation  so  complete  that  with 
or  without  the  aid  of  a  standing  army  they  will 
submit  to  be  governed  by  the  absolute  power  of 
the  President.  Would  these  States  alone  feel  the 
effects  of  oppression?  If  they  alone  were  to  suf- 
fer, so  far  as  it  affected  the  ambitious  authors  of 
these  calamities,  it  might  be  deemed  a  just  retri- 
bution; but  would  not  the  m-agnitude  of  power  in 
the  Executive  recoil  on  the  other  States  of  the 
Union  to  their  utter  subversion  ?  Ifitdidnot,sir, 
all  the  lessons  of  history  are  a  deception.  It  is 
not  then  so  much  a  question  h'bw  this  system  may  affect 
the  Stales  of  the  South  as  how  it  will  affect  popular 
government  itself. 

A  just  indignation  against  this  inexcusable  re- 
bellion— inexcusable,  however  provoked  by  the 
fanaticism  of  the  North — mightrenderus  indiffer- 
ent to  the  fate  of  these  States;  but  their  fate  is  in- 
evitably interwoven  with  our  own.  You  cannot 
preserve  this  nation  as  a  Republic,  except  on  the 
basis  of  the  equality  of  the  States.  If  we  subju- 
gate not  armed  rebels,  but  the  States  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  South,  and  hold  them  as  conquered 
provinces  or  as  petty  aristocracies  through  a 
standing  army  governed  by  the  Federal  Execu- 
tive, with  boundless  resources  of  patronage  and 
power,  how  long  would  itbe,  sir,  before  this  power 
will  recoil  upon  ourselves?  Nopartof  this  nation 
can  escape  the  influence  of  the  rest.  No  part  of 
the  general  system,  so  happily  devised  by  our 
fathers,  can  be  permanently  impaired  without 
bringing  fatal  weakness  to  the  whole.  The  blow 
that  strikes  the  extremities  will  send  a  deadly 
sickness  to  the  heart.  It  is  then  not  the  question, 
what  shall  be  the  effects  of  the  President's  policy 
on  the  South',  but  how  will  it  affect  the  whole  na- 
tion ?  The  youth  and  vigor  of  the  American  peo- 
ple will  resist  the  natural  tendencies  to  centralized 
power  much  longer  than  a  nation  borne  down  by 
the  weight  of  centuries.  But  let  us  beware.  Even 
youth  and  vigor  will  expire  in  the  deadly  embrace 
of  power.  In  1826,  when  the  national  expendi- 
tures were  but  ^22,000,000  a  year,  the  prudent 
statesmen  of  that  day,  fearful  that  so  vast  a  sum 
would  render  the  executive  power  dangerous  to 
liberty,  raised  a  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Macon, 
the  pure  and  virtuous  Senator  from  Georgia,  and 
Mr.  Benton  of  Missouri,  were  members,  to  re- 
duce executive  patronage.  In  their  report  to  the 
Senate  it  is  said: 

"  In  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  executive  patro,^a^c 
ought  to  be  diminished  and  regulated  on  the  plan  proposed, 
tile  commiltee  rest  their  opinion  on  the  ground  that  tlie  ex- 
ercise of  great  patronage  in  the  hands  of  one  man  has  a  con- 
stant tendency  to  sully  the  purity  of  our  institutions  and 
ENDANGER  THE  LIBERTIES  of  the  country.  This  doctrinc 
is  not  new.  A  jealousy  of  power,  and  of  the  influence  of 
patronage  which  must  always  accompany  Its  exercise,  has 
ever  been  a  distinguishing  leature  in  tlie  American  char- 
acter." 

Will  this  generation  show  the  same  "  jealousy 
of  power?"  The  expenditure  of  |22;000,000, 
alarmed  the  virtuous  statesmen  of  that  day.  Now 
the  expenditures  run  up  to  !Jj900, 000,000!  The 
Executive  assumes  the  exclusive  control,  as  a 
measure  of  civil  government,  often  States,  with 
all  the  incidental  powers;  and  with  this  tremen- 
dous patronage,  by  adulation  grown  fond  of  au- 
thority, he  asks,  in  defiance  of  the  settlijd  policy, 
to  be  continued  in  this  hot-bed  of  arnbition.  The 
year  1864  must  test  the  strength  of  the  public  vir- 
tue. It  must  resist  the  corrupting  power  of  pa- 
tronage, or  the  vital  flame  of  liberty  will  expire. 
May  the  spirit  of  our  fathers  overshadow  their 
unfortunate  children  !  May  the  virtuous  love  of 
liberty  resist  the  blandishments  of  power! 

It  is  impossible,  sir,  to  disguise  the  factthatall 
the  difficulty  in  the  proclamation  and  bill  before 


me  is  the  effect  of  the  determination  that  civil 
government  shall  not  be  restored  in  the  States  of 
the  South  without  the  complete  abolition  of  Afri- 
can slavery,  and,  above  all,  of  a  guarantee  against 
its  restoration.  This  is  the  political  paroxysm 
of  the  period.  If  it  were  not  for  this,  civil  govern- 
ments in  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana 
could  be  I'estored  at  once  under  the  auspices  of 
loyal  iTien  and  of  the  masses  who  have  been  forced 
into  this  rebellion,  not  partially  and  as  petty  oli- 
garchies, but  completely  and  by  the  general  con- 
sent of  the  people,  and  giving  us  by  their  example 
a  tremendous  moral  power  against  the  rebellion. 
Is  it  wise,  sir,  to  imperil  these  enduring  interests 
by  untried  and  visionary  theories?  To  impose 
the  prohibition  against  the  possible  restoration  of 
slavery,  you  must  seek  for  other  guarantees  than 
those  furnished  by  the  Constitution;  for  the  right 
of  domestic  government  to  every  State  is  guarded 
by  the  Constitution  in  every  form  that  vigilance 
and  suspicion  of  central  power  could  suggest. 
These  guarantees  you  would  break  down  in  the 
States  of  the  South,  lest  they  use  again,  after  peace 
and  union  are  restored,  their  original  right  over 
the  question  of  slavery.  Mr.  Lincoln  to  do  this 
would  rely  on  the  sanctity  of  an  oath  and  the 
maintenance  by  the  Federal  power  of  the  State 
government  in  the  hands  of  the  insignificantnum- 
ber  who  had  taken  it,  while  this  bill  would  effect 
the  same  result  by  a  constitutional  provision  act- 
ually forced  on  the  loyal  men  of  theSouth.  Then, 
to  make  it  effective,  Mr.  Lincoln  must  maintain 
for  all  time  his  petty  oligarchies,  and  deny  to  the 
people  the  right  to  change  or  modify  their  ov/n 
domestic  government.  This  is  the  absurd  yet  in- 
evitable result. 

But  looking  at  the  subject  without  prejudice  or 
passion,  it  may  well  be  asked  whether  the  danger 
to  which  the  whole  nation  is  exposed  by  the  at- 
tempt you  are  making  to  change  the  old  land- 
marks of  the  State  and  national  Governments  will 
be  compensated  by  securing  an  uncertain  benefit 
to  the  unfortunate  African  ?  Is  this  nation  pre- 
pai'ed  to  assert  the  rights  of  the  African  in  dero- 
gation of  the  domestic  sovereignty  of  the  States  by 
a  standing  army  ?  If  not,  what  will  all  this  at- 
tempt to  force  the  domestic  policy  of  the  South 
amount  to  after  the  Union  is  restored?  And  if 
you  can  under  the  Constitution  by  proclamation 
or  otherwise  control  the  domestic  policy  of  a  State 
on  this  domestic  question,  where  is  the  limit  of 
your  power  over  the  States?  What  security  is 
left  to  that  ancient  palladium  of  constitutional  gov- 
ernment? What  breakwater,  sir,  is  left  against 
the  absolutism  of  Federal  power?  Will  the  en- 
franchisement of  the  African  compensate  for  the 
seeds  you  are  planting  of  future  wars,  and  the 
universal  destruction  of  liberty,  especially  that 
enfranchisement  which  leaves  him  still  a  political 
slave?  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ashley] 
would  give  him  political  equality  with  the  white 
man;  the  Republican  party  may  ultimately  pro- 
gress to  this  point,  but  neither  the  proclamation 
nor  bill  proposes  this. 

In  the  florid  language  of  our  Republican  ora- 
tors it  has  been  said  ten  thousand  times,  "SZa- 
verj/ is  cZearf,"  "  Slavery  is  dead;"  "The  first 
gun  fired  at  Sumter  was  the  death-knell  of  sla-  • 
very."  I  do  not  know,  sir,  whether  African 
slavery  is  dead  or  not;  but  this  I  do  know,  that 
if  this  tremendous  conflict,  which  has  overturned 
and  broken  into  fragments  the  whole  social  and 
domestic  system  of  the  South,  has  not  broken 
the  servitude  of  the  slave  and  stirred  in  his  soul 
an  imperishable  thirst  for  freedom,  your  proc- 
lamations and  laws  will  be  powerless.  If  capa- 
ble of  freedom,  the  vast  numbers  of  these  slaves, 
three  and  a  half  millions,  thrown  together  as  they 
now  are,  inspired  by  example  and  invited  to 
freedom,  they  must  and  will  assert  the  rigJits  of 
human  nature  and  be  free.  If  incapable  from  any 
cause,  as  many  have  believed,  of  resisting  the 
superior  will  of  the  white  man,  proclamations  and 
laws  cannot,  power  only  can,  change  the  result, 
unless  you  can  change  the  cupidity  and  domi- 
neering spirit  of  the  white  man.  But  a  few  daya 
since  there  was  laid  on  your  table  the  sad  com- 
plaints of  benevolent  men,  deploring  the  servi- 
tude to  whicii  the  cupidity  of  your  own  agents, 
and  lessees  of  plantations,  had  subjected  the  un- 
fortunate multitudes  of  negroes  winch  you  had 
gathered  from  their  homes  to  be  the  recipients  of 
your  liountv.  Yes,  sir,  your  own  agents,  the  very 
men,  the  puilunthropists,  who  hud  acquired  the 
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opportunity  of  oppression,  of  coining  the  swoat 
of  tlie  negro  into  gold,  by  deploring  the  misery 
of  the  slave,  and  that,  too,  sir,  in  the  midst  of 
your  great  army  of  tlie  Soutli. 

The  result  of  your  policy  so  far  is  that  you  have 
now  a  half  million  of  these  unfortunate  creatures 
on  your  iiands  fed  out  of  the  public  Treasury, 
and  when  you  attempt  to  make  their  labor  avail- 
able the  unrestrained  cupidity  of  the  new  masters 
adds  untold  agonies  to  slavery.  This  is  shown 
by  your  own  records.  If  it  weakened  the  enemy 
it  was  a  justiliablo  measure  of  war  to  deprive  the 
master  of  his  slave.  You  cannot  return  the  slave 
to  his  rebel  master;  you  cannot  violate  your  faith; 
you  cannot  disregard  the  claims  of  humanity  re- 
sulting from  your  reckless  policy.  But,  sir,  with 
these  three  million  and  a  half  of  slaves  now  with- 
in the  rebel  lines  made  free  by  the  actual  advance 
and  success  of  your  armies,  if  they  cannot  main- 
tain their  freedom,  achieved  not  by  proclamations 
butljy  your  military  force,  1  ask  you  what  guar- 
antee have  you  in  proclamations  and  laws?  Laws, 
to  be  effective,  unless  sustained  by  military  force, 
must  have  the  sanction  of  the  public  judgment. 
The  history  of  all  fragments  of  the  race  has  proved 
"  tliatlie  that  would  be  free  himself  muststrike  the 
blow."  Oppression  has  never  extinguished  the  ca- 
pacity for  freedom  in  any  people  who  in  the  past 
iiavcachieved  ormaintainedcivilgovernment.  In- 
deed, sir,  the  reverse  is  true.  The  oppressed  of  one 
generation,  however  few  or  numerous,  however 
barbarous  and  unlettered,  taught  by  oppression, 
have  in  due  time  become  equals  or  the  masters. 
Such  has  never  been  the  fortunes  of  the  African, 
one  hundred  million  people,  though  empireand  civ- 
ilization lingered  on  the  borders  of  his  continent  for 
twenty  centuries;  while  the  German  and  the  Gaul, 
driven  from  the  forests  and  swamps  of  the  Dan- 
ube and  the  Rhine  by  imperial  Rome,  after  gen- 
erations of  anguish,  of  oppression  unknown  to 
modern  times,  seizing  the  implements  of  their  la- 
bor, overthrew  imperial  armies,  and  in  progress 
of  time  became  the  masters  of  the  Roman  empire. 
This  is  no  argument  for  injustice  to  or  for  oppres- 
sion of  the  African,  because  of  his  docility  and 
weakness.  It  only  exposes  the  difficulties  you 
encounter  from  the  nature  of  the  subject.  While, 
sir,  in  my  own  humble  record  there  is  no  one  word 
in  behalf  of  slavery,  while  I  liave  ever  deplored 
its  existence  as  a  just  reproach  to  the  American 
people,  as  a  stain  on  the  proud  recoid  of  our  his- 
tory, in  view  of  the  domestic  sovereignty  of  the 
States  I  have  ever  deemed  the  attempt  to  make 
it  the  element  of  political  strife  to  gratify  paltry 
ambition,  and  ultimately  with  no  liigher  motive 
to  make  it  the  cause  of  a  remorseless  and  fratri- 
cidal war,  involving  the  fortunes  and  imperiling 
the  freedom  of  uncounted  and  unborn  millions  of 
the  wliite  race,  as  the  most  wicked  and  inexcus- 
able act  that  ever  stained  the  history  of  mankind. 

With  these  views,  sir,  I  submit,  that  if  the 
African  enfranchised  by  your  arms  is  not  able  to 
maintain  liis  freedom  where  thrown  together  in 
vast  numbers  as  in  the  South,  your  proclama- 
tions and  laws  will  be  of  no  avail  to  protect  him; 
his  freedom  must  be  constantly  asserted  by  your 
military  force  at  the  expense  of  your  labor  and 
your  liberty.  Your  Bureau  of  Freedmcn 's  Affairs, 
with  its  countless  iiorde  of  civil  officers,  supported 
by  the  toil  and  labor  of  your  citizens,  swelling 
the  enormous  debt  from  which  we  now  recoil  with 
amazement  and  fear,  will  be  idle  philanthropy. 
Freedom  is  not  nourished  by  thegentle  zephyrs,  it 
is  the  offspring  of  the  storm,  if,  then,  the  Afri- 
can, enfranchised  by  your  arms,  is  notable  to 
maintain  that  freedom  by  inherent  forcnof  charac- 
ter, you  must  maintain  it  by  a  permanent  military 
force,  whi(;h  imjilies  the  subjugation  of  the  wliite 
race,  or  you  must  colonize  liim  beyond  llic  reach  of 
the  rajutcity  of  the  xohite  man — this  is  the  only  al- 
ternative,.sir — or  you  must  reorganize  your  Gov- 
ernment without  reference  to  this  unfortunate 
race,  keeping  yoiu-  faith  so  far  as  it  is  already 
plighted  by  your  impractical)lc  policy,  by  your 
attempt  to  equalize  the  African  as  a  soldier  to  the 
steady  courage  of  the  white  race,  and  trust  to  time 
and  humanity  for  the  remedy.  This,  sir,  or  you 
plant  in  your  jioliiical  system,  iiy  the  niifcrable 
cm|)iriciym  of  this  lioiu-,  which  overlooks  all  the 
form.s  of  disease  except  one,  the  germs  of  that 
sy-item  of  government  in  v/hich  the  African  will 
indeed  be  made  the  equal  of  the  wliite  race  in 
the  univer.inl  pro.'Uration  of  liberty. 

For  myself,  air,  I  have  ever  believed  tiiat  the 


restoration  of  the  constitutional  Union  estalilished 
by  our  fathers  involved  the  safety  and  libeity  of 
the  American  people.  On  the  16th  day  of  July, 
18G1,  on  this  floor,  sir,  1  declared  what  I  deemed 
to  be  the  purpose  of  the  war.    I  then  said: 

"  What  is  tlio  object  of  the  war?  It  is  not  for  tlie  pur- 
posr.  of  coiiqiioHt  or  siiliju^aiion  ;  not  to  cnlarfre  llio  powers 
of  the  Government,  nor  to  cstahlisli'the  supremacy  of  tiie 
one  section  of  tlie  LJiiion  or  iliininisli  ilic  social  or  political 
rights  of  tlie  otiier.  But  I  say,  sir,  here  in  my  place,  in  the 
presence  of  the  reproseniativcsof  the  people,  on  the  anihor- 
ity  of  a  wcll-dcflncd  pul)lic  opinion,  that  the  solo  and  only 
purpose  of  the  people  of  the  IJnitcil  States  in  this  appeal  lo 
arms  is  to  maintain  the  Union  umlerthe  compacts  and  safe 
guards  of  the  O)nstitntioii."  "So  far  as  ihejrreat  West  is 
concerned  there  can  hehntonesentiincMit:  il'.ere  can  he  no 
compromise  at  the  expense?  of  ihe  Union,  there  can  be  no 
seulenicnt  of  pendiiigdilUcnIliescxcept  on  the  basis  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  Union  of  the  .Slates.  'J'he  constitu- 
tional rights  of  no  loyal  citizen  are  lo  he  impaired.  'J'lie 
domestic  and  social  policy  of  no  State  is  to  be  invaded. 
The  constituted  powers  of  the  General  Government  are  to 
be  sustained,  not  to  be  enlarged.  It  is  war  for  the  Union, 
and  not  for  tiie  subjugation  of  States." 

Did  any  gentleman  then  dare  to  question  tlie 
correctness  of  this  declaration.'  It  is  and  has  been 
the  creed  of  the  Democratic  party.  Froio  this 
position,  sir,  I  have  never  varied;  upon  this  basis 
I  have  been  the  uniform  advocate  of  the  war  as  a 
terrible  necessity,  and  such  I  am  still.  Five  days 
afterwards  the  hoary-hcatled  patriot  and  states- 
man, whom  we  saw  rise  on  this  spot,  calm  and 
majestic  in  the  midst  of  universal  alarm,  submit- 
ted to  this  House  the  resolution  declaring  the  ob- 
ject of  the  war — the  lust  great  service  he  was  per- 
mitted to  attem|)t  for  his  country  !  How  eagerly, 
sir,  this  House  accepted  the  lesson  of  his  wisdom, 
how  painful,  sir,  to  remember  that  a  blind  fanat- 
icism extinguished  the  hope  it  inspired,  that  the 
counselor  whom  God,  in  His  mercy,  had  spared 
to  us  from  the  golden  age  of  the  Republic,  sliould 
fall  in  the  midst  of  the  nation's  agony,  conscious 
that  wisdom  and  moderation  had  deserted  the 
helm  of  State,  that  the  fate  of  his  country  was  at 
the  mercy  of  the  storm.  You  talk,  of  loyalty. 
Where  is  your  loyalty  to  your  plighted  faith.' 
If  that  faith  had  been  maintained  the  agony  of 
apprehension  would  be  passed.  If  the  nation 
perishes,  the  men  who  violated  that  faith  are  alone 
responsible.  Even  yet,  sir,  I  confidently  believe 
that  on  the  basis  of  the  President's  amnesty,  but 
requiring  only  unconditional  submission  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States — the  original- 
ly declared  purpose  of  the  war — this  unnatural 
rebellion,  by  the  disaffection  of  the  people  from 
their  wicked  and  ambitious  leaders,  Would  speed- 
ily melt  away  before  the  flasli  of  your  bayonets, 
and  the  deluded  masses  driven  into  the  rebellion 
would  hasten  buck  to  the  old  ark  of  safety,  and 
the  State  governments  would  spring  up  on  the 
old  foundations,  not  as  miserable  oligarchies,  fit 
instruments  of  power,  but  as  republican  States, 
vital  with  the  life  of  popular  consent;  the  Con- 
stitution, not  the  President,  the  master,  with  its 
ajgis  to  protect  and  its  sword  to  punish — this  is 
constitutional  liberty.  On  this  ground  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  has  stood  from  the  beginning.  On 
this  ground,  sir,  we  liavc  voted  every  dollar  and 
every  measure  you  have  required  for  the  war. 
On  this  basis,  war  for  the  maintenance  of  a  con- 
stitutional Union  would  command  united  energy. 

But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  errors  of  this 
Administration,  however  unwisely  it  may  have 
wasted  the  national  strength,  the  duty  of  the  citi- 
zen is  plain — he  may  not  on  any  pretense  desert 
his  country.  The  fate  of  that  country  is  in  the 
hands  of  its  people,  their  virtue  and  wisdom  can 
alone  save  it.  The  war,  the  immediate  and  inev- 
itable result  of  secession,  but  jiroduced  by  miscr- 
alilc  partisan  fetids  between  the  North  and  the 
South  for  political  power,  is  still  upon  us;  it  opens 
up  still,  as  in  the  beginning,  the  only  hope  of  re- 
.^toring  the  Union.  The  subjugation,  not  of  the 
people  of  the  South,  nor  of  the  States  of  the  South, 
l)ut  the  armed  rebels  of  the  South,  is  the  first  step 
in  restoring  the  Union.  If  when  this  is  done,  sir 
— and  it  will  be  -done  if  there  is  one  tithe  of  the 
wisdom  in  your  counsels  that  there  is  of  courage 
in  ytiur  soldiers  in  the  field — this  Government,  in 
the  spirit  of  magnanimity  which  become.s  a  great 
peojile,  rejecting  the  promptingsof  resentment  and 
of  vengeance,  looking  only  to  the  public  liberty, 
Khali  invite  llic  loyal  |ieoplc  of  the  South  and  tiie 
utiforlunate  masses  who  have  been  the  victims  of 
tlie  remorseless  ambition  of  .Ttifferson  Davis  and 
his  conspirators,  to  restore  their  State  govern- 
ments on  their  old  foundations,  subject  only  to 


the  mastery  of  the  Constitution,  we  may  in- 
dulge the  reasonable  liope  that  the  toils  and  suf- 
ferings of  our  gallant  Army,  the  grief  and  agony 
of  our  people,  will  be  compensated  by  the  resto- 
ration of  the  Union  under  tlie  sacred  shield  of  the 
Constitution,  time  will  wear  away  the  fearful 
footprints  of  war,  and  our  children  may  rejoice 
not  only  in  the  courage  but  in  the  virtue,  the  wis- 
dom, and  the  lorbearancc  of  their  lathers. 

We  could  not  in  the  beginning,  we  cannot  now, 
aftersuch  feai'fulsacrifices,consent  that  the  Union 
should  be  dissolved.  Bui  to  restore  the  Union,  the 
Constitution  must  be  maintained.  The  conspira- 
tors against  it.  North  and  .South,  must  be  over- 
thrown. It  is  the  life  and  spirit  of  the  Union. 
If  it  shall  perish,  torn  to  pieces  and  dishonored 
by  force,  or  annulled  by  the  stealthy  encroach- 
ments of  secret  ambition,  the  Union  will  be  no 
more.  The  Constitution,  the  Union,  and  liberty, 
these  in  this  Republic  are  inseparable.  While 
the  Constitution  lives  there  is  hope,  hope  for  us 
and  for  our  children.  If  it  shall  survive  this 
storm  of  war,  if  it  shall  escape  its  deadly  enemies, 
fanaticism  and  ambition,  if  the  spirit  of  its  illus- 
trious authors  shall  inspire  the  counsels  of  the 
people,  our  children  and  our  children's  children 
may  yet  enjoy  for  ages  the  blessings  of  a  free 
Republic.  But  if  the  people  shall  permit  the  hand 
of  fanaticism  to  mutilate  and  tear  it,  or  ambition, 
in  the  madness  of  power,  to  trample  it  down,  or 
with  stealthy  purpose  to  extinguish  its  vitality 
and  power,  the  ruins  of  this  Republic  will  stand 
as  a  perpetual  monument  of  the  madness  and  folly 
of  this  generation.  "^ 

MISSOURI  PROTEST. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  IVIr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  do  justice  to  some  brave 
men  of  my  State,  and  ask  attention  for  but  a  few 
minutes. 

I  ask  attention  to  one  sentence  of  the  protest  of 
the  four  radicals  of  this  House  from  Missouri, 
which  has  been  heretofiu'e  spoken  of  and  was  em- 
bodied in  Senator  BuOwn's  speech.  Thatscnteiicc 
is  as  follows: 

"In  August,  CofTee,  Cockrill,  and  others  were  allowed 
to  march  a  large  force  into  the  river  counties  on  the  west 
of  the  State,  and  defecated  the  Federal  forces  in  the  disas- 
trous battle  of  Lone  Jack,  in  which  our  loss  was  in  Uilled 
and  wounded  very  great." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  read  this  sentence  in 
order  to  justify  the  four  radicals,  and  in  order  to 
do  that  justice  which  should  be  extended  to  as 
brave  men  as  ever  fought  an  enemy;  that  justice 
which  I  had  supposed  had  long  since  been  done 
by  a  ]Tublished  report  of  that  battle  in  which  a 
Spartan  band  of  Federals  was  overpowered  by 
the  vastly  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy.  It 
now  appears  that  that  report,  from  some  cause, 
was  never  made  public,  and  it  appears  from  the 
letter  which  I  will  read,  that  fears  are  entertained 
that  the  sentence  in  that  protest  which  I  liavc 
read,  without  some  explanation  such  as  this,  will 
place  that  noble  handful  of  men  in  a  false  position. 

I  arn  pleased  that  my  speech  of  the  9th  instant 
was  delivered  before  the  receipt  of  this  letter  and 
rey)ort,  as  I  took  occasion,  in  defending  the  gal- 
lant eighth,  to  speak  of  two  of  the  companies  that 
foughtatLone  Jack,  thoseof  Captains  Moore  and 
Owen. 

We  uttered  in  that  protest  the  truth.  It  was  n 
disaster  to  the  Federal  forces,  but  every  man  in 
that  hard-fought  battle,  on  the  Federal  side,  re- 
mains, and  will  through  all  time,  covered  with 
wounds  or  honors,  or  both. 

A  truer  and  braver  man  than  he  who  wrote  the 
letterand  report  which  I  will  read,  Major  Emory 
S.  Foster,  seventh  cavalry,  Missouri  State  militia, 
never  drew  the  breath  of  life.  Hi-  fell  on  that  day, 
having  received  a  wound  in  front,  then  supposed 
mortal,  a  ball  through  the  body,  fie  survived 
and  to-day  is  in  the  service  of  his  country  ready 
to  face  the  enemy.  He  belongs  to  the  gallant  sev 
enili,  a  regiment  of  determined,  brave,  radical  men. 
The  letterand  report  are  as  follows: 

.Ikffkrson  ('ity,  IMissouni,  March  ■'>,  1864. 

(^oi.oNEt,:  I  noiiecil  in  .Mr.  Kino's  speech  in  the  House 
some  d.ivs  ago  he  allackeil  (Jeiieral  Loan,  Colonel  UoYD, 
and  yourself,  in  regard  to  the  mlliiia. 

Allow  ine  to  say  that  In  ^peakillg  of  tlie  disaster  .it  Lone 
Jack,  I  lliink  you  and  llu'  oilier  geiiUeinen  signinirthe  inc- 
mriri'il  lo  the  Si'iiate  did  an  unintentional  wrong  to  the  men 
thai  foiiglu  at  Lone  .lack. 

Aillioiigh  llic  cause  was  injured,  and  the  whole  Union 
force  deleati'd  tlinniL'li  iiiism'ana:;emeiit  sonitwhero,  the 
men  who  did  llie  linhtiiig  were  as  clearly  victmiims  as  ever 
iiicH  were.     In  this,  the  bloodiest  battle  that  has  ever  been 
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foiiglitHi  Missouri,  tlie  men  fought  well,  and  have  been  cii- 
tirplv  overlooked  since.  Tliey  are  all  unconditional  Union, 
and,  I  must  say,  feel  sore  at  llie  remark  alluded  to.  Give 
us  our  due.  We  lost  in  that  fight  forty-one  killed  on  the 
ground,  and  over  one  hundred  and  lifty  wounded.  The 
rebels  lost  seventy-four  killed,  and  nearly  two  hundred 
wounded;  and  we  wliipped  the  rebels.  Cockrill  had  com- 
mand of  the  main  force,  three  thousand,  that  was  encamped 
nine  miles  northwest  of  Lone  Jack,  when  I  attacked  Cof- 
fee there  tlie  night  before.   Coffee  had  sixteen  hundred  men. 

I  hope,  in  justice  to  your  own  parly,  and  to  your  own 
regiment,  so  grossly  slandered  by  Mr.  Kino,  you  will  state 
the  facts  in  tlie  case. 

I  do  not  know  why  my  report  was  never  published.  I 
don't  know  whether  I  have  the  right  to  send  it  to  you.  I 
do  so,  at  any  rate. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

EMOKY  S.  FOSTER. 

Greenfield,  May  1,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience 
to  an  order  from  you,  dated  Jefferson  City,  August  12, 1862,1 
proceeded  from  Syracuse  to  Sedalia  to  lake  com  mand  of  the 
forces  about  to  inarch  to  Lexington.  Company  H,  seventh 
Missouri  State  militia.  Captain  Slocum,  from  Syracuse, 
reported  ateleveno'clock,  p.  m.,  on  llie  12tli.  The  twocom- 
panies  of  the  eighth  Missouri  State  militia,  Captains  Moore 
and  Owen,  and  a  section  of  the  third  Indiana  battery,  Lieu- 
tenant Develin,  marching  by  rail  liom  Jefferson,  reported 
at  four  o'clock,  a.  m-,  August  13.  Imarched  immediately, 
and  reached  Le.xingion  August  H,ateleven, a.  in.,  adistance 
of  sixty  miles,  men  and  horses  very  much  worn  out,  hav- 
ing marched  forty-eight  hours  without  food  or  rest. 

I  received  an  order  from  y(matone  o'clock,  a.m.,  August 
15,  to  inarch  at  daylight  in  the  direction  of  Lone  Jack 
with  eight  hundred  men.  At  daylight  I  marched  with  a 
force  consisting  of  detachments  from  live  companies  of  the 
seventh  cavalry  Missouri  volunteers,  tlireecompanies  of  the 
sixth  cavalry  Missouri  State  militia,  two  companies  of  the 
eighth  cavalry  Missouri  State  militia,  three  companies  sec- 
ond battalion cavalry  Missouri  State  militia,  and  one 

company  of  the  seventh  cavalry  Missouri  State  militia,  to- 
gether with  a  section  of  the  third  Indiana  battery.  ■ 

In  consequence  of  a  jealousy  in  regard  lo  rank,  no  field 
officers  were  sent  with  inc,as  you  directed  should  be  done. 

I  marched  directlyforLone  Jack.  Aboutnoon  I  reported 
to  Colonel  Hustin,  commanding  at  Lexington,  that  the 
enemy,  sixteen  hundred  strong,  were  at  Lone  Jack,  under 
Coffee,  and  that  I  would  fight  that  evening. 

We  surprised  the  camp  about  nine  o'clock  that  evening, 
and  completely  routed  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Develin, 
being  drunk,  acted  very  badly,  and  was  arrested,  and  the  ar- 
tillery was  placed  in  charge  of  Sergeant  Scott.  The  men  then 
slept  in  line  in  Lone  Jack.  About'daylightthe  pickets  came 
in  and  reported  that  the  enemy  were  advancing,  about 
three  thousand  strong.  Several  scouts  had  reported,  and 
no  word  from  Warren,  who  should  have  been  in  support- 
ing distance. 

Two  parties  were  still  out,  leaving  us  about  seven  hun- 
dred and  forty  men.  Knowing  the  instructions  you  had 
given  Colonel  Warren,  and  believing  him  to  be  in  liearing 
of  my  artillery,  I  awaited  the  enemy. 

The  attack  was  made  about  forty  minutes  after  the  pick- 
ets came  in.  'I'lie  enemy  attempted  to  turn  both  my  right 
and  left,  hut  wore  unable  to  do  so  by  reason  of  a  thick 
hedge,  which  protected  us  on  each  tiaiik,and  afforded  some 
protection  lo  our  front,  our  rear  being  protected  by  a 
small  deep  stream,  the  crossing  of  which  we  held. 

The  enemy's  cavalry  being  thrown  info  confusion  by  the 
hedge,  and  annoyed  by  sharpshooters  placed  behind  it,  fled 
in  confusion,  rejoining  the  main  body,  which  then  attacked 
us  in  front. 

After  a  desperate  fight  of  four  hours'  duration,  the  enemy 
began  to  fall  back.  At  this  time  Lieutenant  Pevelin  came 
on  to  the  field,  and  rushing  among  his  men  ordered  them 
to  fall  back,  leaving  tlie  guns.  Seeing  this  the  enemy  ral- 
lied and  made  an  attemp't  to  capture  the  artillery,  but  were 
repulsed  with  great  slaughter.  Of  sixty  men  led  by  me  in 
this  charge,  mily  eleven  reached  the  gnns,  and  they  were 
all  wounded.  In  the  act  of  dragging  the  cannon  out  of  the 
enemy's  reach  1  was  shot  dowiv.  Captain  Browner  was  then 
in  command.  After  a  severe  hand-to-hand  fight  which 
lasted  about  a  half  hour,  the  enemy  gave  way  and  retreated, 
leaving  us  the  field  and  the  guns.' At  this  time  Cotrce  came 
in  sight  with  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  having  collected 
his  forces  which  wereseattered  the  night  before.  Captain 
Browner  fell  back  leaving  the  guns.  About  one  hour  after 
the  encruy  came  up  and  took  possession  ofjhe  field. 

The  fact  that  seven  hundred  and  forty  men  I'onzht  five 
hours  against  such  odds  (three  llionsand)  and  whipped 
thein  is  sutlicient  evidence  of  the  stufi'of  which  they  are 
made.  They  need  no  praise  from  me.  Where  all  fought  so 
well  it  is  impossible  to  designate  those  most  worthy  of 
mention.  Braver  men  nev(;r  fought.  Had  your  orders  been 
obeyed  the  whole;  force  of  the  enemy  would  have  been 
captured  or  terribly  routed  and  destroyed. 

Colonel  Warren  came  up  ihi!  next  day,  and  w,as  in  sight 
of  the  enemy  all  day.  1  was  told  by  ofiicers  on  the  ground 
that  General  Blunt  came  up  during  the  day,  but  no  engage- 
ment took  place. 

The  enemy  retreated  south  as  soon  as  night  came.  I  was 
told  by  Cockrill,  who  commanded  the  rebels  in  the  fight, 
that  they  were  oompletely  out  of  ammunition,  which  fact 
1  stated  lo  Colonel  VVarrim. 

I  can  give  no  list  of  casualties,  as  the  company  com- 
iiiandcrH  have  not  reported  to  me. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

EMORY  S.  FOSTER, 
Major  ScccnUi  Missouri  ^l.al,c  Militia. 
Brigadier  General  James  Totten,   Commanding  Central 

Diilricl  Mis!:ouri. 

EMANCIl'ATION  niOCLAMATION. 

Mr.  HULRURD.     Mr.  Chuirman,  I  desire  to 

sulirnit  sonio  vicwRon  the  con.'-.titutioiiality  of  the 

Prc.-^iiilcnt'.s  cnianci|)ation    proclamation.      I  am 

awaic  llic  uiibjccllius  ahcatly  been  touched  upon 


on  this  floor,  yet  1  think  some  things  have  been 
left  unsaid.  1  commence  by  saying  war  is  that 
state  in  which  a  nation  prosecutes  or  defends  its 
rights  by  force.  To  constitute  war,  there  must 
be,  at  least,  two  parties.  Belligerent  rights  and 
liabilities  commonly  attach  equally  to  the  con- 
tending parties.  In  acivil  or  insurrectionary  war 
there  is  superadded  to  Government  the  right  of 
treating  its  rebel  population  us  belligerents  and  as 
subjects. 

Vattel's  words  are,  "the  rights  of  war  clearly 
exist  between  members  of  the  same  empire  en- 
gaged in  acivil  war."  The  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  fully  recognized  this  principle 
in  a  case  arising  during  the  war  waged  by  Spain 
against  her  American  possessions,  declaring  the 
existence  of  this  civil  war  gave  both  parties  all 
the  rights  of  war  against  each  other.  But  belli- 
gerent rights  are  not  regalian  rights.  In  other 
words,  both  parties  had  not  sovereign  rights;  if 
they  had,  it  would  be  a  public  and  not  a  civil  war. 
Our  Government  lias  recognized  the  rebels  as 
belligerents,  in  blockading  their  ports,  in  receiv- 
ing their  truce  flags,  in  cartels  to  exchange  pris- 
oners, in  not  putting  upon  trial  for  treason  their 
abettors  or  soldiers  or  officers,  thus  treating  them 
practically  as  public  enemies  with  whom  existed 
war.  The  rebels  have  all  along  claimed  for  them- 
selves belligerent  rights — of  course  taking  them, 
as  lawyers  say,  cum  onere.  It  would  occupy  too 
much  of  the  allotted  hour  to  particularize  what 
are  our  and  their  belligerent  rights  and  liabilities 
by  citations  from  the  only  recognized  authority 
in  the  premises — the  law  of  nations. 

Ilis,  however,  laid  down  by  Vattel,in  his  trea- 
tise on  the  law  of  nations,  that  the  right  of  con- 
fiscating enemy's  property  in  time  of  war  is 
incontrovertibly  established  as  one  of  the  oldest 
rights  of  war;  that  "  we  have  a  right  to  deprive 
ourenemy  of  his  possessions,  ofeverything  which 
may  augment  his  strength  andenable  him  to  make 
war."  Our  own  Supreme  Court  use  these  words: 
"  War  gives  to  the  sovereign  the  full  right  to  take 
the  persons,  confiscate  the  property  of  the  enemy 
wherever  found." 

All  this  is  but  preliminary  to  the  inquiry,  is  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  an  enemy's  country  by 
proclamation  a  legitimate  exerciseof  a  belligerent 
right.''  I  take  it,  if  slavery  augments  the  enemy's 
strength  and  resources,  and  thus  enables  him  bet- 
ter to  carry  on  and  longer  protract  the  war,  its 
abolition  or  removal  is  allowable  and  most  de- 
sirable. Is  it  to  us  desirable  as  a  military  meas- 
ure.' If  so,  is  it  by  the  laws  of  war  or  of  nations 
allowable  by  proclamation? 

[n  the  early  days  of  the  rebellion,  the  London 
Times,  not  yet  blinded  or  perverted  by  passion 
and  prejudice,  declared  that  the  vantage  ground 
of  preparation  and  of  choice  of  time  was  always 
with  conspirators,  but  that  the  Sowth  entered  in- 
to the  contest  with  this  marked  disadvantage — a 
domestic  foe  slept  around  every  southern  fireside. 
Such  was  the  view  generally  entertained.  Where- 
as slavery,  instead  of  being  an  element  of  weak- 
ness and  of  danger,  has  proved  to  the  South  to 
be  not  merely  material  aid,  but  a  vast  source  of 
supply  and  of  recuperative  strength.  Instead  of 
making,  as  was  expected,  a  servile  insurrection, 
the  slave  has  either  staid  quietly  at  home  and 
tilled  the  field  and  harvested  the  crops,  or  he  has 
worked  in  the  trenches  or  drudged  in  the  camp, 
by  so  much  releasing  his  master  from  home  pres- 
ence and  duties,  and  relieving  him  from  the  actual 
hardships  of  field  service. 

Thus  has  the  institution  really  proved  one  of 
the  main  sinews  of  their  strength  and  of  their 
means  to  prolong  the  rebellion. 

Is  there  not,  then,  most  abundant  reason  why, 
as  a  war  measure,  as  a  military  necessity,  rebel  sla- 
very should  be  reached  and  broken  up,  irrespective 
even  of  the  humanitarian  eff'ect  upon  the  slave.' 
Having  the  right,  and  there  being  the  necessity, 
was  it  not  a  duty  we  owed  ourselves,  our  soldiers, 
and  our  country,  to  reach  and  smite  the  guilty 
cause,  extirpating  utterly,  root  and  branch,  the 
bali;ful  tree  whose  fruit  has  now  brought  so  much 
oftlcath  and  woe  into  our  world  .'  Do  the  laws  of 
nations  or  the  usages  of  war  authorize  the  libera- 
tion of  enemy's  .slaves  by  proclamation  or  mili- 
tary order.'  Sir  William  Scott  .said  in  one  of  hi.* 
admiralty  deci.sion.s,  "A  great  part  of  the  law  of 
nation.s.standtion  the  usage  and  practice  of  nations, 
and  on  no  other  foundation."  Our  own  Su|ireme 
Court  have  held  generally,  "if  the  end  be  legiti- 


mate and  within  the  scope  of  the  Constilution,  all 
means  which  are  not  prohibited  by  the  Constitu- 
tion are  lawful." 

Now,  is  the  end  pro|iosed  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  war  "  legitimate  and  within  the  scope  of 
the  Constitution  .'"  Let  us  see.  The  United  States 
fortification.  Fort  Sumter,  in  Charleston  harbor, 
was  attacked  by  disaffected  citizens  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  violating  the  national  sover- 
eignty and  destroying  the  integrity  and  life  of  the 
Union.  Immediately  participated  in  by  disloyal 
sympathizers  elsewhere,  the  movement  at  once 
assumed  something  more  than  the  proportions  of 
an  insurrection;  it  became  a  fiercely  waged,  ag- 
gressive war,  to  resist  and  suppress  which  the 
most  subtle  casuistry — always  excepting  Buchan- 
an's last  message — cannot  deny  was  clearly  legit- 
imate, and  so  far  from  being  prohibited,  was  an 
imperative  duty  imposed  ipsifisima  verba,  and  by 
the  whole  scope  of  the  Constitution. 

Placed  in  the  attitude  of  defending  its  just  rights 
by  force,  war  at  once  existed,  and  at  once  all  the 
rights  and  liabilities  of  war  accrue  and  attach. 
Modern  warfare  and  civilized  nations  have  prac- 
ticed the  liberation  of  enemy 's  slaves  by  the  procla- 
mations of  military  commanders.  This  power  has 
been  repeatedly  exercised  by  England,  by  France, 
by  Spain,  by  the  South  American  republics  hold- 
ing slaves,  and  more  than  once  heretofore  by  our- 
selves; a  suflicient  array  of  precedents  and  of  au- 
thorities— according  to  Sir  William  Scott  just 
cited — to  make  a  new  and  accepted  chapter  in  the 
laws  of  nations,  if  not  in  the  world's  general  his- 
tory. 

The  British  commanders  exercised  this  right  as 
far  back  as  the  war  of  our  Revolution.  On  the  7th 
day  of  November,  1775,  a  formal  proclamation 
was  issued  by  Lord  Dunmore,  commander  of  the 
royal  forces,  declaringall  the  slaves  of  rebels  free. 
Washington  himself  did  not  question  the  lawful- 
ness of  this  belligerent  act.  If  the  British  com- 
mander could  rightfully  do  this  as  a  war  meas- 
ure against  the  rebels  of  that  day,  have  we  a  less 
or  inferior  right  against  our  rebels  .'  Jefferson  de- 
clared he  himself  lost  "  about  thirty"  slaves,  and 
his  State  "about  thirty  thousand,"  by  the  hostile 
acts  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  Instead  of  questioning 
the  exercise  of  such  authori4,y  he  expressly  says, 
"  Had  this  been  to  give  them  freedom  he  (Corn- 
wallis) would  have  done  right." 

On  the  14th  of  April,  1815,  Admiral  Coehrane 
put  forth  a  proclamation  addressed,  in  fact  but 
not  in  name,  to  slaves  in  the  United  States,  offer- 
ing them  service  on  board  British  ships,  or  free- 
dom in  British  settlements.  No  condemnation, 
no  denunciation,  no  arraignment  anywhere  fol- 
lowed these  war  measures.  Nevertheless  they 
were  not  without  effect.  Many  slaves  availed 
themselves  of  the  invitation,  and  were  carried  out 
of  the  country  under  the  British  flag.  In  the  pro- 
tracted diplomatic  discussions  and  correspondence 
which  this  last  act  gave  rise  to  (as  a  violation  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent*)  Great  Britain  broadly  as- 
serted the  belligerent  right  of  liberating  enemy's 
slaves.  John  Gluincy  Adams,  as  Secretary  of 
State,  in  1826,  under  instructions,  questioned  that 
right  for  the  last  time.  It  is  said  afterwards  on 
this  floor  he  solemnly  averred  that  against  his 
own  judgment  and  wishes  he  was  constrained  to 
take  that  position  by  his  associates  in  the  Cabi- 
net of  Mr.  Monroe. 

I  will  not  stop  even  to  epitomize  historical  in- 
stances where  France,  Spain,  the  South  American 
provinces,  and  other  Governments  have,  as  a  war 
measure,  liberated  slaves.  Our  own  most  distin- 
guished war  generals,  Jackson,  Jesup,  Gaines, 
and  Taylor,  repeatedly  exercised  this  power;  and 
the  right  and  the  lawfulness  of  all  such  emancipa- 
tion acts  have  been  accepted  and  acquiesced  in  by 
masters,  by  State  Legislatures,  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  by  the  national  Government;  and  this, 
too,  whether  the  slave  was  impressed  into  the 
pul)lic  service,  or  vas  by  war  manii,  capta,  or  a 
voluntary  fugitive  in  camp. 

If  our  military  subalterns  can  do  this  without 
censure  and  with  such  acceptance,  what  shall 
hinder  our  Commander-in-Chief?  Where,  in  the 
ascending  line,  does  the  power  cease  to  operate.' 


*  This  treaty  was  signed  by  the  conimlssionersof  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  and  (Jreai  Uritain.  'J'lie  first  article  provid(!d, 
,'irnong  other  things,  that  all  "  possessions  whaisoever," 
&c.,  "shall  be  restored  without  delay"  without"  carrying 
away  any  of  the  artillery,"  Stc,  "or  a»^  s/necs  or  other  pri- 
vate properly." 
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It  is  ndmittrd  that  the  President's  emancipation 
proclamation,  tliou^li  justified  and  defended  as  a 
war  measure  was  in  its  operation  expected  to  be 
something  move  than  a  mere  military  order  issued 
at  the  liead  of  an  army  in  the  field.  It  essayed  to 
go  far  beyond  Federal  outpost  and  [)icket  and 
deck  of  coast-line  guard-sliip,  and  to  pierce  the 
guilty,  quaking  heart  of  rebeldom  and  slavedom, 
and  there,  as  the  voice  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
nation,  declare  and  decree,  proclaim  and  pledge, 
henceforth  and  forever,  freedom  to  the  enslaved 
in  all  the  rebel  States. 

In  this  great,  grand  utterance  did  the  President 
transcend  his  power?  In  this  Hall  only  can  that 
question  be  properly  put;  for  here  must  be  found 
his  accusers,  and  the  constitutional  im]ieachment 
tribunal  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  must  an- 
swer it.  Think  you  such  a  majority  will  very 
soon  occupy  these  seats.''  I  trow  not,  sir.  But 
it  is  nevertheless  a  fearfully  momentous  question; 
for  if  he  did,  then  is  the  proclamation  all  the  elo- 
quentgentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  H. Winter 
Davis]  the  other  day  characterized  it.  Yea,  it  is 
more  than  "  a  usurpation;"  it  is  adelusive  sham, 
it  is  a  bitter  mockery,  it  is  a  stupendous  false 
pretense  indictable  in  the  forum  of  mankind. 

But  if  on  examination  and  consideration  it  shall 
seem  the  President  has  only  evoked  and  put  in 
exercise  a  hitherto  latent  and  unused  power,  I  ap- 
prehend the  most  searching  scrutiny  here  and 
elsewhere,  as  well  as  solemn  adjudication  now 
and  hereafter,  will  find  it  not  that  puny,  pitiful, 
counterfeit  presentment  power  it  pleased  the  per- 
fidious thing  at  the  head  of  the  last  Administra- 
tion to  regard  it,  but  rather  a  potent,  constitu- 
tional reality,  sufficient  even  for  times  like  these. 

If  such  "  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished" 
shall  be  reached,  then  indeed  our  fathers  did  not 
build  less  nor  wiser  nor  better  than  they  thought 
or  knew,  and — 
"  Those  dead  but  sceptered  sovereigns  still  sliail  rule 
Our  spirits  from  tlieir  urns." 

Then,  too,  all  the  coming  ages  and  millions 
will  bless  with  hallowed  thanksgiving  and  prayer 
their  mighty  memories  and  the  name  of  him  who 
dared  "  the  height  of  this  great  argument." 

Half  fearful  of  the  vision  awaiting  us,  let  us 
draw  near  and  peer  into  the  instrument.  We 
there  see  all  the  armies  of  the  Union  in  the  field, 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  Com- 
mandQr-in-Chicf.  As  we  look  earnestly  and  more 
intently,  there  is  no  longer  "  speculation"  in  the 
gaze;  anxiety  and  perplexity  give  place  to  awe 
and  to  admiration.  Instead  of  the  nerveless,  de- 
fenseless, powerless  war-skeleton  we  expected  to 
behold  there,  we  find  ourselves  in  the  presence  of 
a  stalwart  warrior,  of  majestic  mien,  of  vast  pro- 
portions, clad  in  completest  panojily,  ready  and 
equal  for  the  dread  arbitrament  of  arms.  And 
thi.s  is  no  unreal,  evanescent  phantasmagoria  of 
an  hour,  by  cunning  device  conjured  up  for  the  oc- 
casion, and  anon,  like  the  Etruscan  king  waked 
to  sunlight  in  his  stony  scpulcher,  for  a  moment 
seen,  only  to  fade  away  into  indistinguishable 
nothingness.  No!  it  is  a  living,  real,  subsisting 
potentiality,  coeval  with,  yea,  part  and  parcel  of 
the  Constitution  itself.  Dire  necessity  never  be- 
fore requiring  its  use  till  now,  it  has  maintained 
a  slumberous,  scarce  suspected  existence.  In  our 
Indian  wars  there  was  little  occasion  for  its  pro- 
duction; in  the  Mexican  war  there  was  even  less; 
in  the  second  war  with  England  there  was  scant 
need  of  resort  to  unusual  power.  But  this  con- 
test differs  from  all  others  in  our,  if  not  in  the 
world's,  history.  It  was  a  long-plotted,  well- 
arranged,  gigantic  conspiracy.  With  the  very 
first  uprising  the  bloody  clutch  of  rebellion  was 
at  the  bared  nation'.s  throat.  The  garroting  grap- 
ple, though  weakened,  has  never  voluntarily  been 
relaxed.  Our  severely-taxed  energies  and  re- 
sources quickly  betokened  that  wc  had  in  hand' 
no  Indian  home  campaiijn,  no  border  Mexican 
foray,  no  war-wager  with  a  foreign  foe  whose 
every  soldier  and  ration  and  round  of  ammuni- 
tion was  to  be  ferried  three  thousand  miles  to  the 
field  of  use  and  of  service.  No;  it  was  a  stand- 
up  home  fight,  with  bone  of  our  bone  and  flesh 
of  our  flesh;  and  W(  II  we  knew — 
"  When  Greek.-i  joined  <iret:kH,  llioii  was  the  tug  olvv.-ir." 

But  it  is  time  to  turn  to  the  Constitution,  itself 
its  own  best  interfuetcr  and  expounder. 

Section  two,artir,lc  two,of  the  Constitution  de- 
clares, "The  President  shall  be  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  Slates, 


and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States  when  called 
into  the  actdal  service  of  the  United  States." 

There  is  Roman  significance  in  a  clause  of  sec- 
tion three, article  two,  which  with  Spartan  brevity 
declares, "  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed."  Who  has  ever  assumed  to  say 
whatunenumerated,  undefined,  undeveloped  pow- 
ers are  inwrapped  in  the  folds  of  that  short  seg- 
ment of  a  sentence.'  Perchance  it  doth  not  even 
yet  appear. 

Section  eight,  article  one,  invests  Congress  with 
power"  to  declare  war,""  to  call  out  the  militia," 
"  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,"  to  "  suppress 
insurrections,  and  repel  invasions."  The  fore- 
seen exigency  has  arisen, the  "power"  has  been 
exercised  "  to  suppress  insurrection,"  the  war- 
drum  of  the  great  Republic  has  "  called  the  militia 
of  the  several  States  into  the  actual  service  of  the 
United  States."  Henceforth,  "  noviis  seclo7-uin 
nasciturordo,"  the  President  is  no  longer  the  mere 
civil  Executive,  the  pastime  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  national  forces,  but  he  stands  forth  the  su- 
preme military  head  of  the  armies  of  the  Union. 
Invested  at  once  with  more  than  dictatorial  pow- 
ers, the  Constitution  devolves  upon  him  alone  the 
duty  and  the  responsibility  of  conducting  the  war, 
itself  prescribing  no  limitation,  no  restriction 
whatever  upon  his  authority.  He  exercises  in  his 
discretion  the  highast  powers  and  functions,  sub- 
ordinate only  to  the  laws  of  war  and  of  nations. 
In  plaiming  campaigns,  in  moving  troops,  in 
adopting  means  that  will  surest  and  soonestcrip- 
ple  and  crush  the  enemy,  his  power  and  his  judg- 
ment are  conclusive  and  paramount.  Neither  the 
one  nor  the  other  can  be  supervised  or  examined 
by  another  department  of  the  Government. 
Whether  his  discretion  is  well  and  wisely  exer- 
cised, whether  the  best  means  are  employed,  if 
within  the  pale  of  civilized  warfare,  cannot  be 
questioned.  A  mistake  even  in  the  premises,  the 
conclusions,  or  the  apprehensions  of  .a  case,  in 
the  magnitude  or  the  imminence  of  a  crisis,  can- 
not be  investigated  or  rectified.  No  committee 
on  the  conduct  of  the  war,  however  puissant  its 
powers,  ever  has  or  ever  will  presume  to  confront 
such  embodiment  of  the  nation's  sovereignty, 
thus  caparisoned,  to  review,  to  rebuke,  or  to  in- 
terrogate. In  short,  as  Commander-in-Chief,  when 
war  IS  "  levied,"  the  President  is  amenable  only 
to  his  fellow-countrymen,  to  the  opinion  of  man- 
kind, and  to  the  great  Arbiter  of  nations. 

In  every  considerable  war  there  is,  and  must 
ever  be,  pertinence  and  force  in  the  old  maxim. 
Inter  anna  silent  leges.  Whenever  the  interposi- 
tion and  strict  administration  of  martial  law  be- 
comes desirable  and  expedient  a  proclamation 
gives  notice  to  citizens  and  civil  courts  that  mu- 
nicipal and  individual  rights,  sacred  and  secured 
by  the  Constitution,  by  statutes,  and  by  common 
law,  must,  for  the  general  welfare  and  safety,  for 
a  time  go  into  abeyance,  or  be  subjected  to  other 
usages  and  rules  seemingly  arbitrary  and  positive, 
yet  lawful,  constitutional,  as  are  statutory  provis- 
ions or  judicial  deliverances.  When  the  adminis- 
trator of  these  usages  and  regulations  is  the  highest 
officer,  whereand  what  is  the  tribunal  which  claims 
the  right  of  annulling  or  of  abridging  the  exer- 
cise of  this  authority.''  It  is  granted  to  be  des-. 
potic,  dangerous;  but  war  is  thedirestdespotism 
and  dangerous,  very.  Shall  it,  therefore,  in  vin- 
dication or  defense  of  just  rights,  never  be  waged 
lest  somebody  should  be  wronged  or  hurt?  Would 
God  it  were  so  !  But  as  yet  we  must  accept  itas 
a  necessity,  and  rejoice  that  ferocious  and  ter- 
rible as  are  its  accompaniments  there  are  pre- 
scribed metes  and  recognized  bounds  within 
which  the  conductor  of  war  must  keep  himself, 
his  armies,  his  orders,  his  proclamations — if  you 
please,  his  assumption  and  absorption  of  individ- 
ual and  municipal  rights. 

The  precise  question  of  the  right  and  the  power 
of  the  President  to  issue  an  emancipation  procla- 
mation, and  its  efl"ect  upon  the  sul)ject-matter 
sought  to  be  reached,  has  never,  pro  forma,  been 
before  our  judicial  tribunals.  But  from  the  bench 
and  the  forum  there  have  been  occasional  enun- 
ciations which  seem  to  indicate  what  view  will 
be  entertained  when,  if  ever,  it  does  corhc  up  for 
solemn  argument  and  adjudication. 

Thesuprcme  court  of  New  York,  (II  Johnson's 
R.,  158,)  in  a  case  involving  an  exercise  of  discre- 
tionary power,  under  constitutional  provision, 
use  this  language: 
"It  is  a  general  and  Bound  prlnci|)lc  that  whenever  the 


law  vests  any  person  with  a  power  to  do  an  act,  and  con- 
stitutes liiin  a  judge  of  ilie  evidence  on  which  the  act  may 
he  done,  and.  at  the  same  time,  contemplates  that  the  act 
is  to  be  carried  into  eli'ect  through  the  instrumentality  of 
agents,  the  person  thus  riothcd  with  power  is  invested  with 
discretion,  and  is  17110  nd  hoc.  a  judge.  His  mandates  to  liis 
legal  agents,  on  his  declaring  the  event  to  have  happened, 
will  be  a  protection  to  those  agents,  and  it  is  not  their  duty 
or  business  to  investigate  the  facts  thus  referred  to  their 
superior,  and  to  rejudge  his  determination.  In  a  military 
point  of  view  the  contrary  doctrine  would  be  subversive  of 
all  discipline;  and  as  it  regards  the  safety  and  security  of 
the  United  States  and  its  citizens,  the  consequences  would 
be  deplorable  and  fatal." 

Justice  Story,  (12  Wheaton's  R.,  31,)  comment- 
ing upon  the  clauses  of  the  Constitution  which 
constitute  the  President  Commander-in-Chief  and 
devolve  upon  him  the  duty  of  taking  "care  that 
the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,"  says: 

"  He  is  necessarily  constituted  the  judje  of  the  existence 
of  the  exigency  In  the  first  instance,  and  is  bound  to  act 
according  to  his  belief  of  the  facts."  *  *  *  * 
"The  law  does  not  provide  for  any  appeal  from  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President."  *  *  *  *  "When- 
ever a  statute  gives  a  discretionary  power  to  any  person, 
to  be  exercised  by  him  upon  his  own  opinion  of  certain 
facts,  it  is  a  sound  rule  of  construction  that  the  statute  con- 
stitutes him  the  sole  and  exclusive  judge  of  the  existence 
of  those  facts.  It  is  no  answer  that  such  power  may  be 
abused,  for  there  is  no  power  which  is  not  susceptible  of 
abuse." 

That  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
even  when  seen  through  Chief  Justice  Taney's 
subtle  perspective,  possesses  no  power  to  super- 
vise or  review  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, appears  in  an  opinion  reported  in  7  How- 
ard's Rep.,  page  42: 

"For,  as  the  United  States  guaranty  to  eacli  State  a 
republican  government,  Congress  must  necessarily  decide 
what  government  is  established  in  the  State  before  it  can 
determine  whether  it  is  republican  or  not,"  *  *  * 
"And  its  decision  is  binding  on  every  other  department  of 
the  Government,  and  could  not  be  questioned  in  a  judicial 
tribunal." 

I  will  not  weary  the  House  with  cumulative 
authorities.  I  studiously  forbear  citing  judicial 
opinions  put  forth  since  the  outbreak  of  this  re- 
bellion, as  such  opinions,  by  whomsoever  uttered, 
might  not  carry  the  weight  of  an  unbiased,  delib- 
erate examination  and  deliverance;  and  I  remem- 
ber my  Lord  Coke's  favorite  maxim',  "  out  of  the 
old  fields  come  the  best  corn."  Itmaynot, how- 
ever, be  uninteresting  to  see  in  juxtaposition  how 
Hamilton  and  Calhoun  have  touched  the  points 
under  consideration.  In  the  thirty-first  number 
of  the  Federalist  there  is  an  indication  that  Ham- 
ilton was  not  unconscious  of  the  undefined  jjowers 
which  slumbered  in  the  sententious  clauses  of 
the  Constitution.     His  words  are: 

"As  the  duties  of  superintending  the  national  defense, 
and  of  securing  the  public  peace  against  foreign  or  domes- 
tic violence,  involved  a  provision  for  casualties  and  dan- 
gers to  which  no  possible  limits  can  be  assigned,  the  power 
of  making  that  (novision  ought  to  know  no  other  bounds 
than  the  exigencies  of  the  nation  and  the  resources  of  the 
community." 

In  a  letter  to  Governor  Hamilton,  dated  Au- 
gust 28,1832,  Calhoun  thus  speaks  of  the  authority 
of  the  Supreme  Court: 

"  Being  derived  from  necessity.  It  is  restricted  within  its 
limits,  and  cannot  pass  an  inch  beyond  the  narrow  confines 
of  deciding  in  a  case  before  the  court,  and  of  course  6e- 
twcoi  2'Ciities  amenallc  to  its  process,  excluding  thereby 
political  questions,"  &c. —  JForAs,  vol.  6,  p.  158. 

But  I  turn  with  pleasure  to  a  statesman's  matured 
views  of  the  war  powers  of  the  Constitution,  and 
not  more  a  statesman  than  profound  civilian  and 
accomplished  diplomatist;  a  man  who  in  his  day 
spoke  and  wrote  and  acted  more  history  than  any 
other  man  then  living.  That  man,  John  Q,iiincy 
Adams,  here,  on  the  26th  day  of  May,  1836,  de- 
clared: 

"  (n  the  authority  given  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  to  (Jeclare  war,  all  the  powers  inci- 
dental to  war  are,  by  necessary  implication,  conferred  upon 
the  Government  of  the  United  States."  *  *  ♦  * 
"The  war  power  is  limited  only  by  the  laws  and  us,-igcsof 
nations.  Thi.s  power  is  tremendous  ;  it  is  strictly  constt- 
lutional,  but  it  breaks  down  every  barrier  so  anxiously 
erected  for  the  protection  ol'  liberty,  of  property,  and  ol  life." 
*  *  *  *  "  But  llie  powers  of  war  arc  all  regul.tted 
by  the  laws  of  nations,  and  are  subjfct  to  no  other  limita- 
tion." 

He  was  discussing  the  war  power  of  Congress. 
Had  the  war  power  of  the  President,  under  the 
Constitution,  been  under  consideration,  as  there 
are  the  .same  generalities  of  expression  used  by 
parity  of  reason,  ho  would  have  set  it  forth  in  the 
same  broad,  I  had  almost  said  terrific  manner, as 
absolute,  unlimited,  supreme,  tremendous. 

Si.x  years  afte I- wards,  incidentally  the  same  sub- 
ject was  before  the  House.     Again  he  reiterated 
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similar  views  in  still  stronger  language,  declaring, 
with  prophetic  earnestness  and  sagacity: 

"  Wlien  your  country  is  actually  in  war,  whether  it  be  a 
war  ofinvasion  or  a  war  ofinsuriKCtion,  Congress  has  power 
to  carry  on  the  war,  and  must  carry  it  on,  according  to  the 
laws  of  war;  and  by  the  laws  of  war  an  invaded  country 
has  all  its  laws  and  municipal  institutions  swept  by  the 
board,  and  niarlial  law  takes  the  place  of  them."  *  * 
*  *  "  But  when  the  laws  of  war  are  in  force,  what, 
I  ask,  is  one  of  those  laws?  Itisthis:  that  when  a  country 
is  ii'-vaded,  and  two  hostile  armies  are  set  in  martial  array, 
the  commanders  of  both  armies  have  power  to  emancipate 
all  the  slaves  in  the  invaded  territory." 

Further  on  he  says: 

"  I  lay  this  down  as  the  law  of  nations,  I  say  that  mili- 
tary authority  takes,  for  the  time,  the  place  of  all  municipal 
■institutions,  and  slavery  among  the  rest;  and  that,  under 
tiiat  state  of  things,  so  far  from  its  being  true  that  the  States 
where  slavery  exists  have  the  exclusive  management  of  the 
subject,  not  only  the  President  of  the  United  States,  but  the 
commander  of  the  army,  has  power  to  order  the  universal 
emancipation  of  the  slaves.  I  have  given  here  more  in  de- 
tail a  principle  which  [  have  asserted  on  this  floor  before 
now,  and  of  which  I  have  no  more  doubt  than  that  you,  sir, 
occupy  that  chair.  I  give  it  in  its  development,  in  order 
that  any  gentleman  from  any  part  of  the  Union  may,  if  he 
thinks  proper,  deny  the  truth  of  the  position,  and  may  main- 
tain his  denial ;  not  by  indignation,  notby  passion  and  fury, 
but  by  sound  and  sober  reasoning  from  the  laws  of  nations 
and  the  laws  of  war.  And  if  my  position  can  he  answered 
and  refuted,  J  shall  receive  the  refutation  with  pleasure ;  I 
shall  be  glad  to  listen  to  reason  aside,  as  I  say,  from  indig- 
nation and  passion." 

Be  it  remembered  this  was  uttered  in  the  palmy 
days  of  slavery  and  in  the  proud  presence  of  the 
representatives  of  the  slave  oligarchy,  and  yet  no 
one  then,  or  has  since,  attempted  to  refute  or  over- 
throw the  defiant  position  taken  by  "  the  old  man 
eloquent."  And  are  we,  in  the  lurid  light  re- 
flected by  present  occurrences,  to  discover  rea- 
sons, refutations,  dangers,  which  the  interested, 
keen-sighted  men  of  that  day  failed  to  perceive.' 
No;  rather,  I  feel  justified  in  saying,  the  loyal  por- 
tion of  our  people  have  rejoiced  to  find  at  hand  a 
power  rightfully,  constitutionally  developed,  that 
could  and  can,  and,  if  need  be,  will,  unchecked, 
call  for  every  dollar  of  property  and  the  service 
of  every  able-bodied  man  to  putdown  and  trample 
out  the  last  offending  vestige  of  the  great  rebellion 
of  history.  It  is  admitted  under  this  construc- 
tion that  in  taking  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed  throughout  all  this  Union,  the  President 
in  a  time  like  this  wields  a  power  which  in  ex- 
tent and  comprehensiveness  and  absoluteness  is 
possessed  by  no  potentate  or  sovereign  in  Eu- 
rope. And  for  the  reason  that  in  the  Constitution 
itself  has  been  found  "  the  hiding  of  his  power," 
it  begins  to  be  realized  at  home  and  understood 
abroad  that  the  Union  is  not  held  together  by  a 
mere  rope  of  sand,  to  be  severed  and  scattered  by 
the  veriest  gust  of  faction  or  gathering  sweep  of 
the  winged  tornado;  that  if  in  peace  we  are  agri- 
cultural and  commercial,  in  war  we  are  a  nation 
of  soldiers;  that  to-day  England,  France,  Europe, 
the  world,  respect  and  fear  our  future  and  wish 
our  disme^nberment.  This  development  of  the 
structure  of  our  Government;  this  unfolding  a 
strong,  compact  military  basis,  where  only  weak- 
ness and  incoherence  was  looked  for,  makes  us 
at  this  hour  a  marvel  to  the  nations. 

We  differ  from  all  the  democracies  and  repub- 
lics which  ever  belted  the  Mediterranean  shores; 
we  are  unlike  Rome  in  her  best  days  of  power 
and  of  freedom;  we  are  not  like  anything  that 
since  has  been  and  passed  away.  Seven  years 
of  experience  under  the  old  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion werenot  lost  upon  our  fathers.  They  knew, 
for  they  had  felt,  the. necessity  of  a  strong  central 
Government  in  carrying  on  war,  and  when  they 
came  together  to  frame  a  Constitution,  it  was  but 
natural  they  should,  as  they  did,  provide  one; 
most  especially  endowing  it  with  amplest  war 
powers.  Yet  is  it  evident  that  neither  the  reflected 
lights  of  h  istory  nor  the  spectacle  of  Europe  armed , 
illustrating  the  cost  and  peril  of  standing  armies 
in  times  of  peace,  were  hist  upon  those  sagacious 
patriots. 

With  the  recollection  of  the  cmbarassmcnts,  the 
trials,  and  the  straits  through  which  they  had 
passed  fresh  in  their  iriinds,  to  avoid  one  danger 
.  they  would  not  incur  another  yet  greater;  and 
they  did  not,  and  the  resultis  "Tellusponderibus 
libralasuis" — a  country  poised  by  its  own  weight. 

If  the  rebels  are  belligeren'ls,  as  they  claim  to 
be;  if  confiscation  is,  as  precedent  establishes,  an 
allowed  belligerent  right;  if  by  the  accepted  prac- 
tice of  modern  civilized  nations  slaves  have  been 
liberated  by  military  commanders,  who  or  what 
takesfrom  our  Commander-in-Chief  tlieauthority 
to  do  whatsubordinate  officers  have  done .'  Again, 


is  any  one  defrauded,  is  anyone  wronged  by  the 
exercise  of  this  authority.'  It  is  true  that  a  poor 
white  loyalist  may  be  caught  in  the  midst  of  the 
swirling  vortex;  and  therefore  shall  the  spring- 
tide be  arrested  which  is  bearing  a  whole  race 
forward  to  freedom  .'  Do  isolated  instances  of 
hardship  impair  or  at  all  break  the  force  of  the 
great  eternal  principle  put  forth  by  Justinian, 
(Inst.,  lib.  1,  tit.  2,  s.  2:) 

"Bella  etenim  orla sunt, et capfivitates secutce  etscrvitutes, 
quiz  sunt  naturali  juri  contraries ;  jure  enim  naturali,  omnes 
homines  ab  initio  liheri  nascebantur" — "  For  wars  have 
arisen,  and  produced  captivity  and  servitude,  which  are 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nature ;  since,  by  the  law  of  nature, 
all  men  were  originally  born  free."  . 

Of  course  we  are  all  more  familiar  with  this 
truth  as  enunciated  in  our  own  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

But  to  return  to  the  loyal  white  man  and  the 
innocent  children  who  are  to  be  made  sufferers, 
paupers,  by  the  operation  of  the  emancipation 
proclamation,  Chancellor  Kent  says: 

"Every  man  is  in  judgment  of  law  a  party  to  the  acts  of 
his  own  Government,  and  a  war  between  theGovenmients 
of  two  countries  is  a  war  between  all  the  individuals  of  the 
one  and  all  the  individuals  of  which  the  other  nation  is 
composed.  This  is  the  theory  of  all  Governments,  and  the 
best  writers  on  the  law  of  nations  concur  in  the  doctrine, 
that  when  the  sovereign  of  a  State  declares  war  against 
another  sovereign,  it  implies  that  the  wliole  nation  declares 
war,  and  that  all  the  subjects  of  the  one  are  enemies  to  all 
the  subjects  of  the  other." 

Vattel  is  even  more  direct: 

"Since  women  and  clHldren  are  subjects  of  the  State 
and  members  of  the  nation,  they  are  to  be  ranked  in  the 
class  of  enemies." 

Outraging,  then,  no  principle  of  common  law, 
of  martial  law,  of  the  law  of  nations,  or  of  con- 
stitutional enactment,  notwithstanding  individual 
inconvenience,  hardship,  and  even  great  wrong 
apparently  to  the  few,  1  insist,  before  God  and 
man,  and  in  behalf  of  his  fellow-countrymen,  the 
President  was  solemnly  bound  to  exercise  the 
right  and  the  power  he  assumes  to  possess  in  his 
emancipation  proclamation. 

There  is  yet  one  other  aspect  of  this  great  ques- 
tion which,  perhaps,  a  citation  from  Vattel  will 
best  introduce — an  author,  be  it  remembered,  who 
wrote  not  for  subjects,  but  for  kings: 

"  It  is  a  settled  point  with  writers  on  the  natural  law 
that  all  men  inherit  from  nature  a  perfect  liberty  andinde- 
pendence,  of  which  they  cannot  be  deprived  without  their 
own  consent." 

Did  the  black  man  ever  give  his  consent  to  be 
enslaved?  No,  sir,  no!  We  representatively 
robbed  him  of  his  liberty  and  brought  him  here 
and  enslaved  him  and  his  posterity.  There  never 
has  been  a  time  when,  by  .the  laws  of  nature  and 
of  nature's  God,  he  was  not  entitled  to  liberation. 
And  we,  ay  we,  Saxon  lovers  of  liberty — legatees 
ofthe  Great  Alfred's  will,  "  that  itisjust  the  Eng- 
glish  should  forever  remain  free  as  their  own 
thoughts" — have  held  this  race  in  bondage  !o! 
these  many  years.  Ourorganiccharterconstruedto 
inhibit  any  hurtful  touching  of  "  the  institution;" 
taunted  with  the  infamy  ofthe  compact  and  con- 
sent, we,  by  our  fathers,  had  unwittingly  and  by 
false  pretenses  been  lured  to  make  and  to  give; 
goaded  by  our  own  consciousness  of  the  rightand 
the  wrong;  feeling  we  had  stricken  hands  and 
could  notgoback  of  it;  remembering  one  stronger 
and  wiser  than  human  calumniator  had  said,  "  He 
that  sweareth  to  his  own  hurt  and  changeth  not" 
shall  never  be  moved — we  have,  as  best  we  might, 
bided  our  oath  and  our  time. 

And  now,  what  hath  God  wrought  for  us .'  For 
He  it  is  that  hath  opened  the  doorof  deliverance, 
whereat,  with  no  breach  of  faith  to  the  South,  the 
shackles  fall  offfrom  four  million  people,  and  they 
walk  forth  into  the  sunlight  of  freedom. 

It  is  said  ere  the  first  outburst  of  treason  had 
taken  place,  one  of  the  conspirators  approached 
General  Houston  and  unfolded  its  object — to  ex- 
tend and  perpetuate  slavery.  "  So  you  say  and 
believe,"  said  the  old  hero  of  San  Jacinto,  "  but 
mark  my  words,  the  first  gun  fired,  no  matter 
what  the  final  result,  booms  the  death  knell  of 
slavery  on  this  continent."  From  that  hour  has 
not  the  grand  procession  of  events  been  the  on- 
ward march  of^  freedom .'  As  we  contemplate  the 
spectacle,  we  feel  not  for  naught  has  the  long 
bloody  battle-roll  been  stretched  across  our  val- 
leys and  mountains.  We  remember  the  poet's 
sublime  faith: 

"God's  most  perfect  instrument. 
In  working  out  a  pure  intent, 
Is  man — arrayed  for  mutual  slaughter; 
y«s,  carnnge  is  hig  daughter !" 


The  matter-of-fact  solution  of  the  problem  was 
in  this  wise:  after  due  notice  given,  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  our  armies,  as  a  military 
measure,  issued  a  proclamation  giving  liberty  to 
slaves  of  masters  continuing  disloyal.  In  virtue 
thereof,  some  are  already  enjoying  their  freedom, 
and  the  solemn  faith  of  Government  is  pledged 
that  all  within  its  purview  shall  be  made  free  as 
events  and  our  armies  advance.  Relying  on  its 
being  the  settled  policy  of  our  Government  here- 
after to  care,  first  for  the  normal  condition  of 
man,  that  freedom,  not  slavery,  is  to  be  pro- 
moled,  secured,  guarded,  already  we  see  the  slave 
States  of  Maryland  and  Missouri,  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana,  and  others  on  the  home-stretch  to  be- 
come free. 

Now,  in  the  face  of  these  events,  it  is  gravely 
put  forth,  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  thaC 
executive  caprice  may  at  any  time  annul  or  re- 
voke the  proclamation, thrust  back  into  thralldom 
these  millions  of  human  beings,  as  though  mor- 
tal man  had  the  prerogative  to  bring  backwards, 
so  much  as  one  degree,  that  terrible  shadow  upon 
the  nation's  sun-dial,  forgetting  that  the  Being 
who  moves  the  hands  upon  that  dial-plate  sits 
upon  the  circle  of  eternity! 

But  who  is  the  man,  where  is  the  political 
party,  that  proposes  to  make  this  issue  between 
slavery  and  freedom  by  recalling,  if  it  could  be 
done,  that  grandest  uninspired  utterance  in  the 
annals  of  time.'  It  were  better  for  that  man  he 
had  never  been  born.  His  name  would  become 
a  hissing  and  reproach  among  men,  and  his  mem- 
ory be  gibbeted  with  an  immortality  of  infamy! 
And  what  of  a  party  organized  to  overthrow  the 
liberties  of  a  race?  Why,  as  John  Van  Buren 
once  said,  a  coroner's  inquest  might  be  necessary 
to  establish  the  identity  of  the  carcass  ere  en- 
tombment, to  be  known  no  more  on  earth. 

In  that  other  wing  of  the  Capitol  it  has  also 
been  suggested  that  the  Supreme  Court,  never 
having  yet  passed  upon  the  validity  of  the  proc- 
lamation, may,  in  the  plenitude  of  its  wisdom, 
hold  it  null  and  inoperative.  Think  of  a  judge  in 
Westminster  Hall  examining  and  passing  upon 
Lord  Dunmore's  or  Admiral  Cochrane's  procla- 
mations of  freedom  to  slaves;  or  of  the  court  of 
King's  Bench  gravely  reviewing  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis's  or  Lord  Wellington's  proclamations.  Think 
of  our  supreme  judges  constituting  themselves 
into  a  supreme  court-martial,  and  hearing  argu- 
ments as  to  the  propriety  or  pertinence  of  Gen- 
eral Grant's  or  General  Banks's  military  orders  or 
proclamations.  The  President  might  modify  or 
annul  the  orders;  and  shall  he,  too,  be  arraigned 
before  such  tribunal?  Will  a  coordinate  branch 
of  the  Government  attempt  to  review  or  modify 
the  military  measures  of  the  Commander-in-Chief? 
Not  unless  madness  indeed  rules  the  hour  and  the 
tribunal. 

From  the  authorities  already  cited,  it  would  ap- 
pear, if  the  very  case  has  not  been  passed  upon 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  the  principle  beyond  all 
question  has  been  settled  which  will  control  sliould 
such  case  ever  be  presented. 

Chief  Justice  Taney,  in  his  better  days,  once 
said,  (7  Howard  Rep.,  pp.  43,  44:) 

"After  the  President  has  aeled,  and  callod  out  the  mili- 
tia, is  a  civcuit  court  of  the  United  States  authorized  to 
iiKjuire  if  his  discretion  was  right.'  If  the  judicial  power 
extends  so  far,  the  guarantee  contained  intlie  Constitution 
is  a  guarantee  of  anarchy  and  not  of  order.  If  this  right 
does  not  reside  in  the  courts  when  the  conflict  is  raging,  if 
the  judicial  powerisat  that  time  bound  to  follow  the  decis- 
ion ofthe  political,  it  must  be  equally  bound  when  the  con- 
test is  over.  At  all  events,  it  [the  power]  is  conferred  upon 
him  [the  President]  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  must  therefore  be  respected  and  en- 
forced in  its  judicial  tribunals." 

But,  in  virtue  of  the  proclamation,  these«iDeople 
have  acquired  the  right  to  be  free;  and  exercised 
by  them  for  ever  so  brief  a  period,  who  has  the 
right  again  to  enslave  thein?  More  than  a  hun- 
dred years  ago.  Lord  Lyttleton,  in  his  Persian 
Letters,  asks: 

"  If  liberty  were  but  a  yrar  old  the  English  would  have 
just  as  good  a  right  to  claim  and  to  preserve  it  as  if  it  had 
liecn  handed  down  to  them  from  many  ages  ;  for  allowing 
that  their  ancestors  were  slaves  through  weakness  or  want 
of  spirit,  is  slavery  so  valuable  an  inheritance  that  it  ur.vn 
must  be  parted  with  .'  is  a  long  prescriptiim  necessary  to 
give  force  to  the  natural  rights  of  mankind."' 

No,  sir,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
cannot  if  it  would,  and  will  not  if  it  could,  review 
the  emancipation  proclamation.  It  has  not  the 
power.  If  Congress  in  its  high  puissance  should 
by  solemn  and  unanimous  resolve  declare  the  proc- 
lamation i\  nullity,  such  resolve,  except  as  the 
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expression  of  its  opinion,  would  be  impotent  and 
powerless.  Rights  conferred  by  that  promulga- 
tion would  remain  unimpaired,  unabridged,  invio- 
late, if  to  revoki;  it  the  President  iumselfsiiould 
tear  up  the  parchment  on  which  it  is  written,  it 
would  be  all  in  vain.  Its  words  are  graven  in 
ihunder-tones  across  the  broadest  page  of  our  na- 
tion's history;  the  sound  thereof  has  gone  forth 
throughout  all  the  earth;  every  tribe  and  people 
and  kingdom  under  the  whole  heavens  have  heard 
the  tidings  thereof.  Elfuceit?  Quench  it.'  Recall 
it.'  Never!  never!  never!  It  cannot  be  done  so 
longasth.esunand  the  moon  endure.  It  hath  passed 
beyond  the  reach  and  tlie  ken  of  mortal  man. 
Henceforth  it  is  with  the  Infinite  !  No  being  this 
side  the  eternal  Throne  can  now  annul  it  and  re- 
enslave  those  millions.  By  the  honest  wisdom 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  providence  of  God 
they  are  tree,  and  to  become  free,  and  they  are  to 
remain  free;  and  others  their  fellows  in  bondage, 
inhabiting  territory  excepted  by  tiie  proclamation, 
ere  long  are  all  to  join  them,  and  they  and  their 
descendants  tliereafter  are  to  live  in  their  own 
homes  the  life  of  the  free. 

If  this  war  has  taught  the  world  what  we  are, 
has  it  not  taught  us  what  we  may  be  and  what 
we  must  be.'  in  the  brief  period  of  three  years, 
a  million  and  eight  hundred  thousand  men  have 
left  the  employments  of  peace  and  entered  the 
fields  of  war.  They  have  fouglit  two  thousand 
battles.  The  casualties  of  disease  and  of  conflicts 
and  of  prisons  have  taken  away  two  hundred  and 
ten  thousand  of  their  number.  During  the  same 
period,  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand 
serviceable  young  men  have  come  of  military  age. 
And  all  the  while  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  of 
manufacture, andof  commerce,  thrive  and  flourish 
as  aforetime. 

Such  items  make  us  know  there  is  a  future  for 
our  country;  make  us  feel,  though  this  war  con- 
tinue a  month,  a  season,  a  year,  or  a  decade  of 
years, 
"  TIk;  grave's  not  dug  where  traitors'  liands  shall  lay 
Jii  leurlul  liaslc:  its  murdured  corse  away." 

Our  country  has  long  been  a  refuge  and  a  home 
for  hund  reds  ofthousands  annually  flying  from  the 
burdens  and  oppressions  of  the  Old  to  the  hopes 
and  the  homesteads  of  the  New  World.  Rebel 
sympathizers  here  and  elsewhere  may  croak  about 
the  continuance  of  the  war  and  the  debt  it  will 
entail,  but  the  one  will  end,  the  other  will  be  pro- 
vided for.  With  coal  and  mineral  deposits  in 
extent  and  richness  surpassing  all  computation; 
with  States  and  Territories  as  yet  only  known 
and  mapped  by  degrees  of  longitude  and  parallels 
of  latitude,  where  Ihrms  without  stintiind  without 
number  may  be  had  for  the  asking,  will  not  im- 
migration soon  obliterate  the  wastesof  war?  Even 
while  the  frightful  clash  of  arms  is  resounding  in 
our  midst,  it  is  wonderful  to  behold  the  fore- 
shadows of  the  mighty  exodus  projected  west- 
ward, limited  and  circumscribed  already  by  the 
insufficiency  of  the  merchant  marine  of  the  two 
most  commercial  nations  in  the  world  to  supply 
transportation  across  the  Atlantic. 

The  one  blighting  incubus  forever  gone,  how 
beauteous  and  how  gladsome  will  be  the  bloom 
and  the  fragrance  of  the  olive,  again  in  blossom 
tliroughout  all  our  borders.'     What  or  \vho  can 
then  arrest  the  lapid  accomplishment  of  an  august 
destiny?     And,  sir,  the  grim   shadow  that  has 
darkened  all  our  land  and  "  eclipsed  the  gayety  of 
nations  "is  passing  ofli"and  away;  and  when  "  nota 
rack"  is  left,  when  once  more  full-tubed  halcyon 
sunlight,  clear  and  elTulgent,  irradiates  every  sec- 
tion and  .segment  of  our  nation's  disk,  from  lake- 
line  on  the  north,  to  Gulf-line  on  the  south,  from 
our  fail*  orient  coast  to  that  sunset  shore  whine 
God  has  made  all  the  hills  of  i^nld,  then  be  sure, 
at  once,  at  home,  abroad,  everywhere — 
"'JTii;  dwellurs  in  the  vairs  and  on  thi;  rocks 
.Slioiit  to  each  oUier;  ajid  tlic  moiinlain  lops 
Froiii  distant  niounlain.-)  catrh  tlie  flying  joy, 
'J'ill,  nation  alter  nation  taught  tin;  strain. 
Earth  rolls  the  rapturous  liosanna  round"  — 

Peace,  Uin'on,  Freedom,  forever! 
CONDUCT  OP  Tins  WAU. 

Mr.  DUiMONT.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  par- 
ticiiiate  a  little  in  this  discussion;  and  as  I  would 
be  listened  to,  and,  whi.'u  it  is  delivered,  have  my 
speech  read  by  my  consiituent.'jat  least,  I  will  avail 
inynelf  of  a  lesson  taught  and  a  moral  inculcated 
in  the  prefatory  introduction  to  Gil  Bias: 

"  Onnlli;  rtiadcr,  hrCore  thou  hi!arcsi  the  history  of  my 
life,  give  in<;  leave  to  entertain  thci'  ulili  a  «hinl  ."lory. 


"  Two  scholars,  in  their  way  from  Pcnnafiel  to  Sala- 
manca, being  thirsty  and  fatigued,  sat  down  by  a  spring 
they  met  with  on  llieroad.  'J'liere,  while  they  rested  tlum- 
sc|\es,  alter  having  quenolied  their  thirsl^iinn-  percfivod 
by  accident,  upon  a  stone  that  was  even  with  the  surface 
of  the  earth,  some  letters,  already  half  efl'aced  l)ytime  and 
the  feet  of  Hocks  that  came  to  the  water  at  the  fountain. 
Having  washed  it,  they  read  these  words  in  the  Castilian 
tongue :  '^qid  est  <i  ciiccrranda  el  alma  del  liccncia  Fciiro 
Garcias' — 'Here  lies  interred  the  soul  of  the  licentiate 
Peter  Garcias.'  The  younger  of  the  two  students,  being 
a  pert  coxcomb,  no  sooner  read  this  inscription  than  i)e 
cried,  wilh  a  loud  laugh:  'A  good  joUe,  i'  faith!  here  is 
interred  the  soul — a  soul  interred!  Who  the  devil  could 
be  tlu^  aulhor  of  sucli  a  wise  epitapli?'  So  saying,  he  got 
up  and  wentaway  ;  while  his  companion,  who  was  blessed 
with  a  greatcrsliare  of  penetration,  said  to  himself:  'Tliere 
is  certainly  some  mystery  in  this  an'air.  I'll  stay  in  order 
to  unriddle  it.'  Accordingly,  his  connade  was  no  sooner 
out  of  sight  than  he  began  to  dig  with  his  knife  all  around 
the  stone,  and  snececdcd  so  well  that  he  got  it  up,  and 
found  beneath  it  a  leathern  purse,  containing  a  hundred 
ducats,  and  a  card,  on  which  was  written  the  following 
sentence,  in  Latin:  'Whosoever  thou  art  who  hast  wit 
enough  to  discover  the  meaning  of  this  inscription,  inherit 
my  money,  and  make  a  better  use  of  it  than  I  iiave  done.' 
The  scholar,  rejoicing  at  his  good  fortuue,plaeed  the  stone 
in  Its  former  situation,  and  walked  liome  to  Salamanca 
with  the  soul  of  the  licentiate. 

"Of  what  complexion  soever  thou  mayest  be,  friendly 
reader,  thou  wilt  certainly  resemble  one  of  those  two  schol- 
ars; for  if  thou  perusest  my  adventures  without  perceiving 
the  moral  instructions  they  contain, thou  will  reap  no  har- 
vest from  thy  labor;  hut  if  thou  rr.adest  with  attention,  thou 
wilt  find  ill  them,  according  to  the  precept  of  Horace,  profit 
mingled  Willi  pleasure." 

I  would  not  be  vain,  and  know  that  the  wisdom 
of  man  is  foolishness  with  God;  but  who  can  pre- 
dict in  advance,  speaking  after  the  manner  of  men, 
that  I  am  but  a  presumptuous  driveler,  that  what 
I  may  say  \v\\[  be  mere  twaddle,  and  unworthy  of 
consideration?  It  is  difficult,  I  know,  in  the  dis- 
cussion tif  the  themes  and  topics  of  the  day  to  pur- 
suean  nnljeaten  path,  but  the  plumes  that  I  wear, 
though  not  brilliant,  shall  not  be  borrowed,  and 
the  steed  upon  wliicli  I  ride  shall  be  my  own;  but 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  I  come  after  others 
in  this  discussion,  and  where  two  ride  the  same 
liorse  one  must  ride  behind. 

It  may  as  well  be  blurted  out,  with  as  little  af- 
fectation of  modesty  as  may  be,  that  1  claim  to  be 
a  man  of  brains,  and  have  found  in  my  travels 
through  the  world  a  prevailing  scarcity  of  that 
commodity  in  all  disbelievers. 

I  oppose  tlie  war,  says  one,  because  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  begun  have  been  aban- 
doned, tmd  it  is  now  an  abolition  war.  It  is  said 
that  all  things  are  possible  with  God,  and  it  may 
be  that  some  one  of  the  many  who  claim  to  be 
absolved  from  their  allegiance  to  their  Govern- 
ment because  the  Governnnent  has  departed — that 
is  the  charge — from  the  jturposes  with  whiclt  it 
set  out,  is  sincere,  and  but  yielding  to  the  dictates 
of  conscience. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  heart  of  man  is  deceit- 
ful above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked;  and 
I  will  venture  the  assertion  that  the  pretense  is 
hypocritical  on  the  part  of  ninety-nine  out  of 
every  hundred  of  the  rebel  sympatiiizers.  Trace 
them  up  and  run  them  back,  and  as  sure  as  God 
lives  it  will  bo  discovered  that  if  at  any  time  they 
have  seemed  to  be  yielding  a  hearty  support  to 
the  war  it  was  a  deception,  and  that  the  brindle 
hide  of  the  wolf  that  is  now  worn  without  a  blush 
might  at  any  time  have  been  discovered,  if  the 
robe  of  hypocrisy  had  been  torn  away.  At  what 
time,  let  me  ask,  did  any  of  the  leaders  of  the  Op- 
position in  this  House,  who  now  declare  that  they 
have  been  deceived,  and  made  to  believe  that  this 
war  was  waged  simply  to  put  down  the  rebellion, 
when  in  truth  and  in  fact  it  is  carried  on  to  free 
the  negro,  )ilace  him  on  an  equality  with  the  white 
man,  wreak  vengeance,  glut  revenge,  pum"sh  an- 
cient grudges,  and  subvert  the  Constitution — at 
what  lime,  I  say,  did  they — 1  mean  such  as  prate 
thus — yield  a  generous  and  earnest  support  to 
those  trying  to  put  down  the  rebellion?  Will 
they  point  to  the  fact  that  they  voted  for  or  now 
support  theCrittendet)  resolutions?  Oh, yes,  they 
voted  for  or  su))port  the  Crittenden  resolutions, 
!ind  what  does  that  prove?  The  member  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  is  occasion- 
ally, when  it  suits  his  purpose,  an  advocate  of 
those  propositions;  and  I  have  hettrd  it  said  that 
!it  a  [uibiic  meeting  in  the  city  of  New  York,  soon 
after  the  fall  of  Sumter,  he  dcchued  that  Ihe  flag 
of  the  Union  had  been  insulted,  the  Constilnlion 
set  at  naught,  anil  that  lie  would  stand  by  the 
Government,  and  with  all  his  might  and  all  his 
power  aid  to  pul  down  the  rebellion;  and  yet  how 
long  after  this  was  it  that  he  attempted  to  seduce 
his  own  city  out  of  tiic  Union  under  the  delusive 


advantages  that  would  result  to  a  free  city;  and 
when  was  it,  let  me  ask,  when  was  it  that  he  in- 
formed Toombs  of  Georgia,  who  complained  of 
the  seizure  of  arms  for  that  State  in  the  citv  of 
New  York,  that  if  he  (Wood)  had  tlic  power  he 
would  summarily  punish  the  authors  of  the  ille- 
gal and  unjustifiable  act?  The  delectable  corre- 
spondence will  best  answer  the  question.  Hare 
it  is: 

Mii.LEDGEViLi/E,  January  24,  1861. 
To  His  Honor  Mayor  JVooil : 

Is  it  true  that  any  arms  intended  forand  consigned  to  the 
State  of  Georgia  have  been  seized  by  public  auiiioritres  in 
New  York?  Your  answer  is  iuiponant  to  us  and  to  New 
York.    Answer  at  once.  j,   TOOMBS 

To  this  the  n:iayor  returned  the  following  an- 
swer: 
Hini.  KoBERT  Toombs,  Mil!eds;en!le,  Georgia: 

In  reply  to  your  dispatch,  I  regret  to  say  that  arms  in- 
tended for  and  consigned  to  the  Stale  of  Georgia  have  been 
seized  by  the  polices  of  this  Slate,  but  that  the  city  of  New 
York  should  in  no  way  be  made  responsible  for  the  outrage. 

As  mayor  I  have  no  authority  over  the  police.  If  I  had 
tin;  power  I  slioulil  summarily  punish  the  authors  of  this 
illegal  and  unjusliliahle  seizure  of  private  propertv. 

FliRNANUO  WOOD. 

Jesse  D.Brightand  theauthor  of  this  response, 
par  nobilc  fratruin ,  lovely  in  their  lives,  in  death 
they  shall  not  be  divided.  The  former  wrote  a  let- 
ter too.  That  letter  wanted  to  put  firearms  into  the 
hands  of  rebels  to  assassinate  their  country,  and 
so  does  this.  In  that  respect  they  are  alike.  Pie 
has  paid  the  penalty  for  liis  want  of  patriotism. 
Those  who  follow  his  example  may  not  share  the 
same  fate;  but  they  will  share  a  fate  equally  ter- 
rible in  the  indignant  condemnation  of  the  people 
and  in  the  faithful  records  of  history. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  ought  to 
lay  this  Toombs  letter  and  answer  away  as  a 
trophy  and  a  souvenir,  as  he  did  the  sermon  of  the 
"plain  unquestioned  African." 

And  as  late  as  the  26ih  of  January,  1864,  he 
[Mr.  Wood]  spoke  in  this  House  as  follows: 

'•  This  war  must  cease,  I  care  not  how  or  from  what  cause, 
whether  by  exhaustion  on  cither  side,  hy  soulhern  submis- 
sion or  success,  hy  mediation,  or  by  northern  miigiianimily, 
or  by  norlhern  sense  of  self-preservation.  The  war  must 
cease.  There  must  be  an  end  of  it  sooner  or  laler  from  one 
cause  or  from  another.  I  Ihink  all  will  concede  tliis.  Ad- 
mitting, therefme,  this  conclusion,  the  iiextinquiry  ishow, 
and  when  ?  These  are  the  proper  questions  lor  tliis  Con- 
gress to  determine,     yviien  shall  this  war  cease  ?" 

Well  did  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Hub- 
bakd]  ask  and  say: 

"  What  are  we  to  understand  by  this?  Is  the  gentleman 
totally  indifferent  to  the  result  of  this  struggle?  Does  he 
not  care  how  it  ends,  whether  in  success  or  defeat?  Is  lliore 
a  man  in  all  the  Ninth  so  destitute  of  interest  in  the  nation's 
welfare.-'  I  have  (|uoted  the  gentleman's  language  contained 
in  his  printed  speech,  and  will  leave  it  for  his  explanation 
and  the  jiulginent  of  the  country.  Certainly  this  gentleman 
is  a  lit  cinnpauionfor  Vallaudigham,  and  the  two  are  fitaiid 
estiinalile  advocates  of  peace  while  such  BeiUimeuts  are 
lliiown  broadcast  over  the  country." 

And  his  colleague  [Mr.  Grinnell]  spurned  the 
vile  thing  in  this  wise: 

''And  this  is  the  plump  sentence  and  sentiment  of  a  mem- 
ber i)f  the  Thirty-Eighth  Congress  on  a  war  which  called 
for  the  sacrifice  of  hecatombs  of  men  in  that  struggle  where 
'  resistance  to  tyrants  is  obedience  to  God.'  Indiflereiit 
whether  peace  is  gained  by  rebel  submission  or  success; 
whether  the  country  is  divided,  and  slavery  made  the  cor- 
ner-stone of  an  empire;  whether  traitors  shall  payforiheir 
own  music  in  this  dance  of  demons,  or  loyalty  shall  pay  for 
all;  whether  history  shall  adjudge  the  Govermneni  imbe- 
cile and  our  Army  cravens  and  cowards,  or  our  vettrans 
return  with  victorious  hamicrs,  having  doomed  slavery,  and 
founded  a  nation  so  firm,  so  mighty  and  free  that  Heaven 
sliall  look  down  to  see!" 

He  for  the  Crittenden  resolutions;  and  yet  has 
denounced  the  principles  of  coercion  from  the  be- 
ginning, (with  now  and  then  a  repentant  moment, 
when  to  seem  patriotic  would  thi^  better  subserve 
his  pnrjiose,)  and  maintained  the  right  of  a  State 
to  go  out  of  the  Union  at  pleasure,  and  denied 
any  power  in  the  Constitution  to  bring  her  back. 
And  knowing,  as  every  ralimial  man  must  k-now, 
that  to  sap  the  credit  of  a  Governmimt  in  time 
of  war  is  lo  brcalc  it  down,  and  to  place  it  at  the 
feet  of  the  foe,  and  to  (lomjiel  it  to  submit  to  igno- 
minious terms,  that  candid,  patriotic,  and  truth- 
loving  gentleman  stated  on  this  floor  but  a  few 
days  since,  as  I  underslood  him,  that  the  Secre-  • 
tary  of  the  'I'reasury  had  jnit  a  thousand  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  in  circulation.  I  simply  inquire  for 
information:  was  that  giving  aiil  and  comfort  to  the 
enemy?  And  is  it  reasonable  to  presume  that  the 
gentleman  intends  what  must  follow  if  the  pub- 
lic gives  credit  to  such  reckless  declarations  ?  in 
the  punishmcntof  crime  it  is  a  legal  inference  that 
a  party  intends  the  natural  consequence  of  hia 
act.     It  is  presumable  that  he  who  uses  a  deadly 
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weapon  intends  to  kill.  He  for  the  Crittenden  res- 
olutions with  a  vengeance;  and  yet  they  declare 
that  ihe  war  shall  be  prosecuted  until  the  Union 
is  restored.  He  support  the  Crittenden  resolu- 
tions; and  yet  stood  up  in  this  Hall  but  a  few  days 
ago,  and  with  great  flourish  of  trumpets  had  the 
speeches  of  Burke  and  Chatham  read  wherein  they 
denounced  the  wrongs  that  the  mother  country  had 
heaped  upon  this,  and  wherein  they  plead  for  the 
redress  of  the  grievances  and  for  the  independence 
of  the  colonies,  and  paraded  these  speeches  as  ap- 
plicable to  the  state  of  things  now  existing  between 
the  Union  and  the  rebel  States.  The  Union  was  the 
mother  country,  had  inflicted  and  should  redress 
the  wrongs,  give  the  guarantees,  indemnity  for 
the  past,  and  security  for  the  future,  and  let  the 
oppressed  go  free.  It  assumed  the  shape  of  an 
allegory,  less  beautiful,  itis  true,  than  the  match- 
lessaLlegory  of  Bunyan,  its  most  faulty  pointbeing 
a  failure  to  inform  us  whether  he, standing  then  in 
propria  persona  before  us,  typified  most  nearly  the 
stalwart  Burke  or  the  gifted  Chatham;  whether 
modesty  stood  in  the  way,  or  whether  he  con- 
ceived himself  equal  to  both,  I  will  not  undertake 
to  decide.  He  an  advocate  for  the  Crittenden 
propositions;  and  yet  paraded  in  this  House  the 
other  day,  as  an  argument  for  the  appointment  of 
peace  commissioners  on  our  part,  the  resolutions 
introduced  into  the  rebel  congress  by  Mr. Wright 
of  Georgia,  as  follows: 

"VVliereas  the  President  of  t!ie  United  States,  in  a  late 
public  communication,  did  declare  that  no  propositions 
lor  peace  luid  been  made  to  that  Govoriimc-Mt  by  the  con- 
federate States,  when,  in  truth,  sucli  propositions  were 
prevented  IVoni  bein;^  made  by  the  I'resident  of  the  United 
States,  in  that  lie  refused  to  hear,  or  to  receive,  two  com- 
missioners appointed  to  treat  expressly  of  the  preserva- 
tion of  amicable  relations  between  the  two  Governmenis; 
nevertheless  that  the  cosifederate  States  may  *tand  jus- 
tified in  the  sight  of  the  conservative  mini  of  the  Ninth 
of  all  parties,  and  that  the  world  may  know  which  of  the 
two  Governments  it  is  that  urges  on  a  war  unparalleled  for 
tlie  fierceness  of  the  conflict,  and  intensifyinj;  into  a  sec- 
tional hatred  unsurpassed iu  tlie  annals  ofuiauUind  :  There- 
fore, 

•^Resolved,  Tliat  the 'confederate  Stales  invite  the  United 
States,  through  Iheir  Government  at  U'asliington,  to  meet 
them  by  representatives  equal  to  their  llepresentatives  and 

Senators  in  their  respective  Congress,  at ,  on  the 

(lay  of next  10  consider  :  1.  Whether  they  cannot  agree 

upon  the  recognition  of  tlie  confederate  States  of  America. 
2.  til  the  event  of  such  recognition,  whether  they  cannot 
agree  upon  the  formation  of  a  new  Government,  founded 
upon  the  equality  and  sovereignty  of  the  States;  but  it'tliis 
cannot  be  done,  to  consider:  '3.  Whether  they  caunotagree 
upon  treaties,  offensive,  defensive,  and  commercial. 

"Rcsoh-cd,  [u  the  event  of  the  passage  of  these  resolu- 
tions the  I'resident  be  requested  to  communieaic  the  same 
to  the  (Jovernnient  at  Washington  in  such  manner  as  he 
shall  deem  most  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  nations; 
and  ill  the  event  of  their  acceptance  by  that  Government 
lie  do  issue  his  pioclainationof  election  of  delegates,  under 
such  regulations  as  he  maydoeiti  expedient." 

Now  all  the  world  knows  that  this  preamble 
states  a  positive  falsehood,  and  the  wonder  is  that 
a  gentleman  could  be  found  willing  to  father  it. 
The  instructions  of  Jeff.  Davis  to  the  commis- 
siotiers,  Alex.  H.  Stephens  and  his  associates, 
were  published  at  the  time.  They  were  expressly 
told  in  those  instructions  that  their  mission  had 
no  political  aspect  whatever,  but  related  alone  to 
questions  in  connection  with  prisoners,  and  the 
treatment  of  prisoners.  They  were  prohibited 
from  entering  upon  any  negotiations  touching 
other  questions.  No  one  lias  ever  denied  or 
doubted  the  genuineness  of  these  instructions. 
They  were  published  by  Jeff.  Davis  himself  in 
the  rebel  papers  to  notify  the  world  that  though 
he  had  proposed  to  send  commissioners,  they 
were  firohibited  from  negotiating  upon  the  subject 
of  peace.  Itis  pretended  now,  1  know,  by  the 
disloyal  tribe  of  politicians,  that  if  the  commis- 
sioners had  been  received  we  would  liave  heard 
a  different  story,  a  conjecture;  right  in  face  of  the 
instructions,  and  evidence  of  an  overwhelming 
kind  to  the  contrary.  Alex.  H.  Stepliens  was  one 
of  these  commissioners,  and  we  have  his  declara- 
tions, made  since  that  time,  that  he  is  against 
peace  on  any  terms  but  the  independence  of  the 
rebel  States.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  for  a  sin- 
gle moment  that  a  peace  coinmissioner  who  was 
to  negotiate  a  peace  on  the  basis  of  the  recon- 
struction of  the  [Jnion  would  be  appointed  who 
wafi  him.seif  opposed  to  such  a  i-cconstruction. 

It  is  an  absurdity,  a  silly  fabrication.  Here  is 
what  Mr.  Stephctis  said  in  July,  1863: 

"An  I'nr  reconstruction,  sueh  a  thing  in  impoRsiblo,  such 
nil  idea  must  not  be  tolftiatfid  for  nn  instant.  Recoiistriic- 
tioii  would  not  end  llio  war,  but  would  produce  a  more 
liorribiB  war  than  that  in  whicli  we  are  now  engaged. 

"The  only  terms  on  wlileli  wo  can  ohlalii  permanent 


peace  is  final  and  complete  separation  from  the  North, 
llather  than  submit  to  anytliing  short  of  that,  let  us  resolve 
to  die  like  men  worthy  of  freedom." 

And  here  is  what  Jeff.  Davis's  organ  said : 
"Itis  all  or  nothing;  the  confederacy  or  the  Yankee 

nation,  one  or  the  other,  must  go  down,  down  to  perdition; 

one  or  the  other  must  forfeit  its  national   existence,  and 

lie  at  the  mercy  of  the  other." 

Before  testimony  so  cogent  and  overwhelming, 
let  tlie  lying  tongue  be  put  to  silence. 

The  propositions  of  this  Mr.  Wright  of  Geor- 
gia are  an  insult  to  the  living  and  the  dead.  The 
blood  of  the  slain  and  the  spirits  of  the  departed 
forbid  it,  and  he  of  the  loyal  States  who  shall  give 
it  his  sanction  will  curse  the  day  that  gave  him 
birth,  and  call  upon  the  rocks  and  mountains  to 
hide  him  from  the  wrath  of  an  outraged  people. 
As  the  thunderbolt  leaps  from  the  cloud,  as  the 
lightnings  shiver  the  gnarled  oak,  so  will  it  fall 
upon  and  crush  him. 

"  It  will  come  as  the  winds  come  whim  forests  are  rended, 
It  will  come  as  the  waves  come  when  navies  arc  strand- 
ed." 

The  propositions  are  impudence  in  all  its  un- 
searchable richness.  I  denounce  them;  but  oh, 
how  I  deplore  the  beggarly  poverty  of  language 
to  do  it!  The  Union,  with  all  its  historic  renown 
and  glorious  memories,  to  be  traded  off  and  bar- 
tered away  with  less  solemnity  than  should  char- 
acterize a  horse-trade,  and  for  less  than  a  mess  of 
pottage;  its  continuance  and  perpetuity  excluded 
from  consideration  and  not  to  be  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  referees  at  all!  Great  God,  what  a 
solemn  mockery!  And  is  this  the  ultimatum  for 
which  the  brave  soldier  has  surrendered  the  com- 
forts of  home,  gone  to  the  tented  field,  endured 
the  toils,  dangers,  and  privations  of  the  camp — 
nay, for  which  he  has  bled  and  died, and  for  which 
we  now  hear  the  wail  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan 
from  ocean  to  ocean  and  from  the  lakes  to  the 
Gulf.? 

Considering  that  "  a  vicious  old  political  dy- 
nasty that  has  long  controlled  the  Government, 
with  its  plantation  despotism  is  now  in  its  last 
agonies  of  dissolution,"  it  was  meet  and  proper, 
and  in  harmony  with  the  eternal  fitness  of  things, 
that  he  who  upon  this  floor  has  pronounced  the 
attempt  to  rescue  the  Government  from  Vandals 
and  |)Ut  down  the  rebellion,  "  a  hellish  crusade  of 
blood  and  famine"  should  be  the  embassador  to 
bring  forward  this  proposition.  It  will  be  seen  that 
these  propositionsaielike  the  division  ofspoils  be- 
tween the  while  man  and  the  Indian:  "  I'll  take  the 
turkey  and  yon  take  the  buzzard,  or  you  take  the 
buzzard  and  I'll  take  the  turkey."  So  it  is  with 
these  propositions,  the  independence  of  the  con- 
federacy in  any  contingency  must  be  granted  ;  that 
is  a  sine  quanon;  and  the  convention  proposed  is 
to  have  no  power  outside  the  limitation.  Oh!  how 
terrible  to  the  people  of  that  doomed  city  was  the 
blasts  of  the  rams' horns  around  the  walls  of  Jer- 
icho, but  not  so  terrible  as  the  withering  indigna- 
tion and  burning  scorn  that  will  follow  those  who 
are  for  peace  on  disgraceful  terrns.  How  can  one 
who  favors  such  a  peace  be  for  the  Crittenden 
propositions,  which  are  in  utter  aiUagonism  to  such 
a  disgraceful  surrender.'  They  declare  that  the 
war  v/as  begun  and  forced  upon  us  by  the  dis- 
unionisls  of  the  southern  State.s  now  in  revolt 
against  the  constitutional  Governmentand  in  arms 
around  the  capital,  and  that  the  war  must  be 
prosecuted  until  the  Union  is  restored.  These  do 
not  contemplate  the  restoration  of  the  old  Union 
under  any  contingency  whatever,  and  yet  the  hon- 
orable gentleman — champion,  as  some  claim,  of 
the  Crittenden  resolutions,  brings  them  forward 
and  urges  for  them  a  favorable  consideration.  But 
we  will  listen  to  no  such  [lerfidious  propositions; 
we  will  not  prove  recreant  to  the  trust  confided  to 
us  by  the  pcoj^le;  we  arc  no  backsliders  and  will 
not  prove  retromingent.  This  Government  will 
live  after  those  who  would  subvert  it  are  dead, 
as  die  they  will,  and  as  they  have  applied  them- 
selves to  bad  purposes  here,  though  we  cannot 
penetrate  the  vail,  they  will  probably  be  applied 
to  ditto  hereafter: 

"  Imperial  Cicsar,  dead,  and  turned  to  clay, 
fllay  stop  a  hole  to  keep  the  wind  away." 

I  apply  not  my  remarks  to  any  one,  and  as  they 
are  intended  for  no  one  to  whom  they  do  not  justly 
apply,  I  simply  let  them  apply  themselves.  He 
who  is  conscious  of  rectitude  of  intentions  toward 
his  country  may  be  satisfied  I  allude  not  to  hiin. 
It  is  the  wounded  bird  that  flutters,  and  if  an  ar- 


row of  mine  has  sped  to  a  proper  object,  there  let 
it  stick. 

My  home  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  you  may  per- 
haps know,  in  Indiana.  That  State  is  a  good  State, 
and  has  a  population,  with  some  dislionorablc  ex- 
ceptions, of  which  a  prince  might  well  be  proud. 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  it  is  the  State  of  my  na- 
tivity, and  have  a  sneaking  suspicion  that  the  State 
is  happy  too.  Many  of  the  people  are  from  Ken- 
tucky, Virginia,  Maryland,  the  Curolinas,  and 
other  slave  States.  Some  of  them  are  prejudiced 
in  favor  and  some  against  slavery;  but  as  a  gen- 
eral thing  they  are  reasonable  and  reflecting  men, 
and  honorable  and  good  citizens.  When  they 
came  among  us,  they  did  not  leave  the  land  of 
their  birth  between  two  days  nor  for  their  coun- 
try's good,  but  they  came  among  us  respectable 
citizens,  seeking  a  land  of  freedom,  a  genial  cli- 
mate, and  a  fertile  soil.  They  may  have  been 
slaveholders  or  they  may  not;  but  be  that  as  it 
may,  they  were  and  are  a  fair  class  of  men.  They 
are  not  intolerant,  they  head  no  mobs,  lynch  no 
ministers,  tar  and  feather  no  poor  friendless  and 
unprotected  stranger,  and  burn  no  one  at  the 
stake.  They  pay  their  taxes,  educate  their  chil- 
dren, build  churchesand  school-houses,  have  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  prosperity  and  wealth  of 
our  State,  and  have  inade  the  wilderness  blossom 
as  the  rose. 

But  there  is  a  different  class  found  in  all  the  free 
States,  Indiana  included,  not  numerous,  thank 
God,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  the  race  was  not  extinct. 
It  has  no  affinity,  no  consanguinity  with  the  mer- 
itorious and  respectable  class  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. I  will  undertake  to  describe  one  of  these 
animals.  He  professes  to  be  of  the  chivalry,  of 
the  lineage  of  the  brave  and  dashing  Cavalier, 
and  proves  that  he  is  of  gentle  birth  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  by  acts  that  would  shame  a  savage. 
He  was  in  the  New  York  mob.  He  is  of  those 
who  declare  this  to  be  an  abolition  war,  and  who 
say,  "  Oh  !  he  has  gone  over  to  the  abolitionists," 
whenever  they  hear  one  utter  a  manly  sentiment. 
He  gets  into  Congress  sometimes,  and  we  hear 
his  speeches  from  those  who  would  be  in  the  con- 
federate congress  if  confederate  scrip  was  as  good 
for  bread  and  butter  as  greenbacks.  As  they 
elect  congressiTien  for  Kentucky, Tennessee,  Mis- 
souri, and  other  States  at  Richmond,  it  would  not 
be  at  all  surprising  if  some  of  these  gentlemen 
should  wake  up  some  fine  morningand  find  them- 
selves elected  to  the  congress  at  Richsnond.  It 
would  be  but  a  proper  acknowledgment  for  ser- 
vices rendered.  The  greenback  question  might 
stand  in  the  way  of  acceptance;  but  I  would  make 
no  indiscriminate  charges  simply  because  gentle- 
men differ  from  me  in  opinion,  and  include  no  one 
who  is  for  his  country,  no  matter  how  divergent 
our  paths  may  be, "and  no  matter  how  much  he 
may  differ  with  the  party  in  power,  if  that  differ- 
ence is  not  used  to  paralyze  the  arm  raised  to 
strike  down  the  rebellion. 

But  to  the  description.  He  manifests  much 
hatred  toward  those  who  believe  not  in  slavery 
and  cannot  look  upon  it  as  a  sanctified  institution, 
and  toward  the  negro  himself  he  is  spiteful,  vin- 
dictive, and  sometimes  wanton,  cruel,  and  fero- 
cious. If  a  slave  escape  from  bondage  his  scent 
is  keen,  he  is  quick  upon  his  trail,  reward  or  no 
reward,  and  his  denunciations  bitter  and  fearful 
against  those  whose  tastes,  running  not  in  that 
path ,  conceive  it  dirty  work.  He  is  intolerant  and 
ready  to  mob,  hang,  waylay,  assassinate,  crucify, 
and  burn  at  the  stake  all  who  differ  with  him  in 
opinion.  The  sacred  calling  of  a  minister  shields 
him  notfrom  his  vengeance.  Utterly  remorseless 
and  as  frantic  as  a  fiend,  the  prayers  and  tears  of 
fragile  woman  are  unavailing.  Is  he  a  slaveholder.' 
No,  he  is  not.  He  owns  no  slaves..  Ho  never 
owned  a  slave  nor  did  his  father  before  him.  Some 
of  them  are  of  low,  brutal,  and  depraved  lives, 
but  many  are  well-to-do  in  the  world  and  of  a 
certain  grade  of  respectability.  What  is  the  solu- 
tion, then,  to  this  strange  phenomenon  }  It  seems 
to  be  almost  unaccountable.  Though  slavehold- 
ing  is  well  calculated  to  make  a  man  with  a  bad 
heart  a  domineering  tyrant,  all  that  can  be  truly 
said  is  that  such  is  only  the  tendency  of  the  thing; 
and  the  more  resjiectable  slaveholder,  when  not 
aggravated  or  provoked  into  violence,  holds  such 
conduct  in  scorn.  He  may  visit  terrible  punish- 
ment upon  the  oflending  negro,  but  tiot  upon  the 
unoffending;  he  reduces  liim  to  subjection  and 
takes  his  laljor  without  compensation,  but  if  he 
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will  be  adutifulservant,  he  will  as  a  general  thing 
be  a  kind  master.  If  the  servant  flees  from  bondage 
be  pursues  him  not,  he  has  no  relish  for  that  sort 
of  business;  but  if  it  must  needs  be  done,  the  class 
of  men  to  which  I  have  alluded  are  called  into  the 
service  and  are  employed  as  you  would  employ  a 
hangman  or  a  scavenger.  He  may  be,  and  fre- 
quently is,  intolerant  and  revengeful,  and  willing 
that  brutal  things  shall  be  done;  but  if  so,  he  pre- 
fers that  brutal  things  shall  be  done  by  brutal 
men,  and  maintains  the  semblance  of  decency  by 
confidingat  least  the  manual  partof  the  dirty  work 
to  others.  He  is  not  a  dog  himself,  though  he 
may  occasionally  hiss  the  dogs  on.  In  every 
sense  he  is  above  the  class  whose  pictures  I  would 
draw.  He  may  be  the  remorseless  judge,  but  he 
is  not  the  bloody  executioner.  He  may  have 
dirty  work  to  do,  but  he  is  not  himself  the  low 
and  vile  scavenger. 

Where  do  you  find  this  despicable  class.'  Most- 
ly in  the  free  States;  but  they  are  exotics,  and 
not  to  the  manner  born;  they  are  imported  if  not 
blooded  stock.  They  once  lived  in  the  slave 
States,  and  though  they  may  have  attained  to  con- 
siderable respectability  since  their  immigration, 
they  were  of  no  respectability  before  emigrating, 
but  were  kept  down  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion by  a  vicious  system,  and  were  what  is  de- 
nominated in  the  slave  States  "  poor  white  trash," 
held  in  contempt  by  the  respectable  slaveholder, 
and  in  still  greater  contempt  by  the  slave  himself, 
for  a  negro  is  a  terrible  aristocrat,  and  measures 
a  man's  respectability  by  the  number  of  his  slaves. 
One  while  man  with  a  hundred  negroes  is  of  infi- 
nitely more  account  than  a  hundred  white  men 
without  a  negro.  They  associated  not  witli  the 
slaveholder;  they  were  hardly  permitted  to  asso- 
ciate with  the  negro,  for  the  slaveholder  distrusts 
the  fidelity  of  any  one  who  cannot  participate  in 
the  business  more  than  he  docs  that  of  one  who 
will  not,  and  in  that  he  shows  his  sense  and 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  and  the  workings 
of  the  human  heart.  If  he  is  graciously  permitted 
to  sit  down  at  the  slaveholder's  table,  it  is  not  on 
his  own  account,  but  because  he  has  to  eat,  he 
lives  by  eating,  and  that  keeps  him  under  the 
watchful  eye  of  the  master  and  apart  from  the 
negroes,  and  the  negroes  from  his  supposed  cor- 
rupting influence.  He  is  permitted  to  go  through 
the  form  of  voting,  but  he  might  as  well  be  led 
to  the  polls  by  the  nape  of  the  neck,  for  his  vote 
is  not  his  own,  but  that  of  the  white  man  on 
whose  plantation  and  in  whose  cabin  he  lives. 
He  contributes  in  no  way  to  mold  public  opin- 
ion or  swell  its  current;  his  voice  is  hushed  and 
his  assistance  spurned  in  the  bold  avowal  of  the 
ruling  class  that  uninformed  public  opinion  (that 
is  the  courtly  phrase  used  to  designate  the  voice 
of  the  poor  and  the  opinions  of  the  humble)  is  to 
be  disregarded.  No  part  or  lot  may  such  pre- 
sume to  have  in  what  only  concerns  their  betters. 
This  is  all  grinding,  and  he  feels  it,  for  he  may 
be,  in  all  that  constitutes  a  man,  the  superior  of 
the  two,  (but  if  he  is  he  belongs  not  to  my  pic- 
ture,) and  he  feels  that  the  negro  is  the  cause  of 
his  degradation,  (and  such  is  really  the  truth,  that 
is  to  say,  his  degradation  results  from  the  malign 
influence  of  slavery,)  and  his  vengeance  falls  upon 
the  poor  negro  for  being  the  cause  of  evils  for 
which  he  is  in  no  way  to  blame. 

These  grievances  become  so  intolerable  that  he 
finally  takes  up  arms  against  them,  puts  all  his 
goods  and  chattels,  for  lie  has  neither  lands  nor 
tenements,  on  to  the  back  of  a  i)oorold  horse,  or 
into  a  rickety  wagon,  and  with  wife  and  children 
emigrates  to  a  free  State,  with  hatred  to  the  negro 
grounded  into  his  very  inmost  soul  too  deep  to  be 
eradicated  by  the  small  amount  of  reason  at  his 
command;  and  he  comes  with  this  other  delusion 
that  the  number  of  a  man's  slaves  is  the  measure 
of  his  respectability.  If  he  comes  not  with  this 
latter  delusion,  he  is  not  likely  to  becomijastake- 
burncr  or  one  of  the  intolerant  tribe  nlUided  to. 
With  these  two  delusions  deeply  seateil,  he  set- 
tles upon  free  soil,  and  under  the  benign  influ- 
ences of  free  institutions  makes  property,  holds 
up  his  head,  pricks  up  his  ears,  and  gets  up  in 
the  world.  He  ceases  to  be  an  underling,  but  he 
Still  hates  the  negro,  and  still  holds  fast  to  the 
delusion  that  the  holding  of  men  in  bondage  is 
proof  of  respectability.  It  is  but  a  step  from  the 
sublime  to  the  ridiculous,  not  far  from  the  cradle 
to  the  grave;  and  the  space  is  less,  we  see,  be- 
tween squalid  wretchedness,  abject  servility,  and 


bogus  aristocracy.  It  is  a  terrible  fallacy  that  a 
stream  cannot  be  purer  than  its  fountain,  thatyou 
cannot  make  a  silken  purse  out  of  a  pig's  ear,  or 
a  gentleman  and  an  aristocrat  out  of  mud-sill 
material.  Hammond  himself,  of  mud-sill  notori- 
ety, was,  it  is  said,  the  son  of  a  butcher.  But  this 
is  a  digression.  Thus  the  whole  matter  is  ex- 
plained. He  visits  vengeance  upon  the  negro  be- 
cause he  feels  vengeful  and  is  incapable  of  draw- 
ing a  distinction  and  seeing  clearly  that  it  was 
slavery  and  not  the  negro  that  kept  him  down. 
He  is,  as  the  boys  say,  "unconscious  of  his 
agony,"  or,  more  properly  speaking,  unconscious 
of  the  real  cause  of  it.  He  hoWs  a  slaveholder 
in  veneration  simply  because  he  is  such,  as  he  has 
yet  learned  no  other  standard  of  respectability, 
and  he  professes  to  hold  him  in  more  awe  than 
he  really  does,  lest  if  he  did  not  seem  to  be  wed- 
ded to  slavery  and  the  slaveholder,  it  might  be 
suspected  by  his  neighbors  that  he  had  belonged 
to  the  "  poor  white  trash,"  which  he  conceals  as 
sedulously  as  the  escaped  convict  would  conceal 
tlie  fact  that  his  last  boarding  place  was  the  peni- 
tentiary. It  is  to  the  glory  of  free  institutions, 
free  soil,  and  freedom  that  though  the  deplorable 
condition  of  this  man  as  depicted  has  been  the 
condition  of  the  father  before  him,  and  his  an- 
cestors for  ages,  that  still  many  such,  under  the 
warming,  quickening,  and  fertilizing  influence  of 
freedom,  emerge  as  if  by  magic  to  full  developed 
manhood  as  soon  as  they  have  a  chance;  but 
such  are  not  of  the  tribe  that  I  am  attempting  to 
describe.  And  thus  the  whole  problem  is  worked 
out,  and  the  strange  mystery  explained. 

I  once  inquired  of  one  of  those  who  was  putting 
on  airs  and  making  a  manifestation  of  plantation 
manners,  "  Did  you  ever  own  a  slave?"  "  No." 
"Did  your  father  ever  own  a  slave.'"  "No." 
"  Didyourgrandfathereverownaslavc.'"  "No." 
"Did  your  great-grandfather  ever  own  a  slave.'" 
"No."  "  Did  any  of  your  kindred  in  the  as- 
cending or  descending  or  collateral  line  to  the  re- 
motest generation  ever  own  a  slave.'"  "No." 
"Then  you  may  as  well  subside;  the  thing  won't 
work;  the  fable  of  the  toad  that  would  swell  to 
the  dimensions  of  an  ox,  and  the  catastrophe 
which  befell  his  toadship,  stand  in  the  way;  you 
may  attempt  to  hold  a  high  head,  but  you  are  of 
scrub  stock  at  last,  and  can  make  no  one  believe 
by  an  exhibition  of  plantation  manners  that  you 
are  of  a  blooded  race  or  ever  belanged  to  the  slave 
oligarchy."  But  from  this  colloquy  I  would  not 
have  my  opinions  in  regard  to  "  blooded  stock" 
misunderstood.  An  old  Dutchman  had  hogs  sup- 
posed to  be  of  a  choice  breed.  A  neighbor  ap- 
plied to  him  to  buy  a  couple  for  the  stock,  and 
the  Dutchman  agreed  to  deliver  them.  He  carried 
them  over  in  a  basket,  and  also  a  basket  of  corn; 
a  basket  of  pigs  in  one  hand  and  a  basket  of  corn 
in  the  other.  When  he  arrived  he  set  down  the 
basket  of  pigs,  saying,  "  Here  ish  te  pigs;"  then 
he  set  down  the  basket  of  corn,  saying,  "And 
here  ish  te  breed."  And  that  is  my  opinion  of 
"  blooded  stock,"  whether  applied  to  man  orpigs; 
it  depends  a  good  deal  on  the  keeping. 

But  to  return  to  the  point.  The  desire  of  man- 
kind to  seem  to  be  what  they  are  not,  we  find  it 
all  over  the  world,  on  this  floor  as  well  as  else- 
where; and  I  now  declare  it  in  the  presence  of 
certain  gentlemen  upon  this  floor — but  of  course 
1  make  no  sweeping  remarks,  and  allude  not  to 
patriotic  gentlemen,  who  delight  not  in  borrowed 
plumes — that  they  will  have  to  be  more  frantic, 
and  more  adroit  to  boot,  than  they  have  yet  been 
to  palm  the  deception  alluded  to  upon  a  discern- 
ing public.  It  may  be  and  doubtless  is  all  right; 
but  the  people  will  want  better  proof  of  it  than 
mere  devotion  to  slavery  or  subserviency  to  that 
interest. 

Whoever  goes  U]5on  the  hypothesis  that  his 
eyes  and  ears  are  wide  open  and  that  all  others 
arc  blind  and  deaf,  islal)oring  under  a  teriible  de- 
lusion; as  a  good  old  Cluaker  minister  said,  "  He 
is  deccivid,  and  likewise  sucked  in."  Slavery 
may  be  a  great  sin  or  it  may  not — I  think,  my- 
self, that  it  has  not  much  relish  of  salvation  in  it — 
slavcholding  a  great  crime  or  it  may  not.  It  may 
become  the  corner-stone  of  a  despotism,  the  off- 
spring of  a  dissevered  Union,  or  it  may  not;  that 
depend.s  upon  the  aid  and  comfort  the  enemy  may 
receive  from  northern  traitors;  but  one  thing  is 
certain,  the  animal  I  have  described,  whose  pic- 
ture I  have  drawn,  and  whose  pedigree  I  have 
given,  is  spurious  and  bogu."'. 


One  of  the  grand  complaints  against  Mr.  Lin- 
coln is  that  in  one  of  his  messages  he  called  ne- 
groes "American  citizens  of  African  descent." 
It  was  for  a  time  the  theme  for  all  the  numberless 
wits  in  the  land.  Now  the  wits  in  the  land  are 
as  numerous  as  the  stars,  of  all  ages,  sizes,  grades, 
and  descriptions;  like  the  pigs  that  went  astray 
and  were  posted  in  rhyme: 

"  Some  were  big  and  some  were  small, 
And  some  were  hardly  liogs  at  all." 

That  .the  ruler  of  a  great  and  mighty  people, 
the  head  of  a  nation  of  such  historic  memories  as 
ours,  should  get  down  stairs  in  that  kind  of  style, 
was  so  thoroughly  disgusting  as  to  put  all  de- 
cency to  the  blush.  He  was  bringing  the  nation 
into  contempt.  A  negro  was  to  be  nigg«?- no  longer, 
but  an  "American  citizen  of  African  descent." 
With  pen,  with  pencil,  and  with  tongue,  the 
changes  were  rung  and  the  words  ingrafted  into 
all  sayings,  writings,  and  speeches,  garnished 
with  quotations,  italics,  and  those  other  things 
which  grammarians  tell  us  denote  wonder,  admi- 
ration, surprise,  astonishment,  and  horrification. 
To  point  a  moral  or  adorn  a  tale  and  to  every  pur- 
pose of  ridicule  were  they  applied.  Would  you 
be  smart,  severe,  or  did  you  desire  to  burnish  up 
your  rancid  wit,  here  was  a  glorious  opportu- 
nity. Write  or  say  something  into  which  these 
words  could  be  injected,  and  the  rhapsodies  of 
delight  into  which  all  copperheads  would  go  was 
as  quick  and  instantaneous  as  the  lightning's  red 
jJash  which  "  paints  hell  on  the  sky."  Bututter 
the  words,  and 

"The  rock  is  stricken  and  the  waters  gush." 
In  reply  to  truths  respectfully  spoken,  calm  and 
dispassionate  reason  and  good  sense  earnestly 
uttered,'"  American  citizens  of  African  descent" 
was  regarded  as  a  capital  hit  of  subtile  wit,  a  cut- 
ting retort  as  keen  as  the  glittering  blades  of  Da- 
mascus, a  sledge-hammer  blow,  wielded  by  a  her- 
culean hand,  hitting  the  nail  on  the  head  and 
driving  it  home;  and  whoever  could  exhibit  the 
greatest  dexterity  in  "  roping  in"  the  words,  was 
regarded  in  the  slang  language  of  the  day  as  a 
"  broth  of  a  boy  in  the  morning."  But,  mirabile 
dichi,  they  have  shot  away  all  their  deadly  arrows, 
the  last  one  in  the  quiver  is  gone,  and  old  Abe  yet 
lives,  and  if  he  lives  on  and  keeps  a-living  until 
slain  by  these  terrible  shafts,  he  will  carry  length 
of  days  in  one  hand  and  riches  and  honor  in  the 
other.  Oh !  there  is  a  comforting  solace  in  the 
reflection  that — 

"  When  fools  become  satiric, 
We  may  take  it  for  a  panegyric." 
It  is  in  vain  to  disguise  the  fact  that  these  are 
degenerate  days;  the  testimony  is  overwhelming, 
and  the  unwelcome  truth  forces  itself  home  upon 
us.  We  may  close  our  eyes,  but  the  very  at- 
mosphere we  breathe  admonishes  us  of  the  truth. 
He  who  will  obey  the  precepts  of  the  Saviour,  and 
speak  in  kindly  tones  of  the  poor  and  despised, 
the  down-trodden  and  oppressed,  is,  with  many, 
an  object  of  ridicule.  If  it  were  a  thing  of  a  day 
it  would  not  excite  alarm;  but  I  fear  it  is  not  so, 
and  know  not  when  we  shall  emerge  from  the  pit 
into  which  we  have  fallen.  That,  devoutly  as  it 
is  to  be  wished,  is  a  thing  of  more  difliculty  than 
some  are  willing  to  admit.  It  is  easy  to  dig  apit 
and  fall  into  it,  but  hard  to  gel  out. 

"  The  gates  of  hell  are  open  night  and  day, 

Siuoolh  the  descent  and  easy  is  the  way. 

lint  to  return  and  view  the  pleasing  skies, 

In  this  the  task,  the  mighty  labor  lies." 

If  this  downward  tendency  continue,  how  long 
will  it  be  before  mercy  will  cease  to  be  regarded 
on  earth  as  one  of  the  darling  attributes  of  the 
skies,  charity  become  disreputable,  and  ribaldry 
follow  the  footstepsof  those  who  feed  the  hungry 
and  clothe  the  naked,  visit  the  sick  and  the  af- 
flicted, coijifort  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  bind 
up  the  broken-hearted,  lift  up  the  bowed  down, 
and  pour  the  oil  of  consolation  upon  bleeding 
hearts;  how  long,  I  ask,  will  it  be  before  contempt 
and  derision  will  dog  the  pathway  of  those  who 
have  dedicated  themselves  to  deeds  of  mercy,  and 
whose  lives  are  spent  in  visiting  the  hovels  of  the 
poor  and  destitute,  and  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick 
and  the  dying?  How  far  are  we  from  it  now? 
When  all  the  better  jninciples  of  our  nature  be- 
come brutalized,  and  the  well-springs  of  the  heart 
are  dried  up, or  its  fountains  all  polluted,  and  we 
become  callous  to  human  woe;  and  when  our  lives 
demonstrate  the  absence  of  all  that  adorns  human 
nature,  and  wc  turna  deaf  ear  to  the  wail  of  sor- 
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row,  become  utterly  ferocious,  and  are  willing 
to  follow  our  fellow-men  with  blood-hounds, 
scourges,  and  chains,  it  is  not  said,  as  it  ought  to 
be,  that  we  are  on  the  direct  road  to  hell,  but  we 
are  obeying  the  mandates  of  the  Constitution, 
worshiping  at  its  sacred  shrine,  and  *'  keeping 
step  to  the  music  of  the  Union." 

A  word  now,  by  way  of  parenthesis,  to  the  as- 
sault made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox] 
upon  the  Chaplain  of  this  House.  I  only  advert  to 
it  because  it  illustrates  the  tendency  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  The  brave,  unless  under  greatprov- 
ocation,  attack  not  those  whose  calling  deprives 
them  of  all  weapons  of  defense;  yet  that  gentle- 
man felt  himself  at  liberty  to  assault  the  Chaplain 
because,  in  addressing  the  Throne  of  Grace,  in 
pursuance  of  his  duty,  he  invoked  the  blessings  of 
God  upon  the  whole  human  family  as  children  of 
a  common  Father,  without  excepting  the  negro. 
Oh,  my  countrymen!  has  itcome  to  this?  How 
long  has  it  been  since  it  became  fashionable  to 
treat  the  lowly  with  scorn,  and  disgraceful  for  a 
minister  to  speak  of  all  men  as  children  of  a  com- 
mon Father?  It  was  not  so  aforetime.  It  was 
not  so  in  the  days  of  Washington,  he  who  was 
regard'ed  first  in  war,  first  in'  peace,  and  first  in 
the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  and  of  whom  and 
of  this  proud  land  it  was  once  eloquently  said, 
away  offin  a  green  isle  of  the  ocean,  "Proud  and 
happy  America,  the  lightnings  of  heaven  cannot 
resist  your  philosophy,  the  tentiptations  of  earth 
cannot  seduce  your  patriots !"  The  other  person 
alluded  to  was  the  philosopher  Franklin.  It  is 
told  of  Washington  that  once  upon  a  time  he  met 
an  old  negro,  one  of  the  despised  race,  but  a  vener- 
able old  man,  who  bowed  to  him  in  a  respectful, 
deferential,  and  becoming  manner;  he  returned 
the  salutation,  taking  off  his  hat,  remarking  to 
an  upstart  fool,  a  type  of  the  present  race  of  flun- 
keys, who  demurred,  "  that  no  negro  should  ex- 
cel him  in  politeness."  And  he  who  is  so  hand- 
somely alluded  to  by  the  eloquent  Irishman  as 
he  whose  philosophy  had  subdued  the  lightnings 
of  heaven  ("  the  lightnings  of  heaven  cannot  re- 
sist your  philosophy")  was  not  ashamed  to  speak 
in  tones  of  kindness  and  accents  of  benevolence 
of  the  dark-skinned  and  toiling  bondmen.  I  heard 
the  other  day,  and  the  words  grated  harshl  y  upon 
my  ear,  "  Tiiere  goes  the  image  of  God  Almighty 
set  in  ebony  and  dressed  in  uniform."  It  is  the 
scoffer,  the  squirt,  and  the  upstart,  showing  his 
want  of  sense  by  his  want  of  decency,  who  will 
utter  such  words  of  derision.  Here  is  the  le'tter 
of  Franklin — it  speaks  in  a  different  tone: 

Philadelphia,  November  9,  1789. 

Slavery  is  such  an  atrocious  abasement  of  human  na- 
ture that  its  very  extirpation,  if  not  performed  with  soli- 
citous care,  may  sometimes  open  a  source  of  serious  evil. 
The  unhappy  man  who  has  long  been  treated  as  a  brute 
animal  too  frequentlysinks  beneath  the  common  standard 
of  the  liuman  species.  The  galling  chains  that  bind  his 
body  do  also  fetter  his  intellectual  faculties  and  impair  the 
social  affections  of  his  heart.  Accustomed  to  move  like  a 
mere  machine,  by  the  will  of  the  master,  affection  is  sus- 
pended, he  has  not  the  power  of  clioice,  ajid  reason  and 
conscience  have  but  little  influence  over  his  conduct,  be- 
cause he  is  chiefly  fioverned  by  the  passion  of  fear.  He  is 
poor  and  friendless,  perhaps  worn  out  by  eitreme  labor, 
age,  and  disease.  ******** 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

And  there  lived  once  in  this  land,  in  the  better 
days  of  the  Republic,  Thomas  Jefferson,  a  proud 
and  noble  son  of  Virginia,  sometimes  called  the 
"  Sage  of  Monticello."  He  it  was  who  said,  "  I 
tremble  for  my  country  when  I  reflect  that  God 
isjust,  and  thatHis  justice  will  notsleep  forever." 
And  why  did  he  tremble  for  his  country  ?  Be- 
cause that  country  had  refused  to  hearken  to  the 
cry  of  a  down-trodden  race,  had  hardened  its 
heart,  and  refused  to  let  Israel  go.  He  spoke — 
liung  be  the  heavens  in  black — he  spoke  of  Afri- 
can slavery,  of  the  wrongs  inflicted  in  this  land 
of  liberty  upon  "American  citizens  of  African 
descent." 

The  calling  of  these  men  by  Mr.  Lincoln 
"American  citizens  of  African  descent,"  and  the 
includingoftliem  inourprayersand  supplications, 
was  certainly  bad  enough  without  outraging  all 
decency  and  bringing  the  honorable  profession  of 
arms  into  disrepute  by  attempting  to  transform 
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him  into  a  soldier.  A  thing  so  abhorrent  to  hu- 
manity was  capping  the  climax  of  all  that  is  ab- 
surd and  ridiculous.  We  hear  tliat  it  is  disgraceful 
to  mankind,  the  bloodiest  picture  of  record;  that 
itinflicts  a  ghastly  wound  that  can  never  be  healed; 
opens  a  vein  that  can  never  be  stanched;  that  it 
is  a  blot  that  all  the  waters  of  the  ocean  can  never 
wash  out;  that  it  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  an- 
nals of  the  world;  and  other  terrific  things. 

On  the  latter  clause  of  this  balderdash  what  is 
the  testimony  of  Andrew  Jackson?  He  is  now 
gone  to  the  spirit  land,  but  his  memory  still  lives, 
and  his  testimony  is  good.  A  fev/  short  years 
ago  he  lay  down  to  die,  and  a  nation  wept;  but 
he  whose  spirit  had  never  quailed,  after  a  long 
life  of  usefulness  and  honor  looked  upon  death 
without  fear,  folded  his  arms  upon  his  manly 
bosom,  and  committed  his  soul  to  God,  as  only 
the  dying  Christian  can,  as  trustingly  as  the  ten- 
der babe  reposes  upon  the  bosom  of  its  mother. 
Green  be  the  sod  above  him;  hallowed  his  mem- 
ory; sacred  his  resting-place.  It  is  but  a  few 
short  months  since  I  stood  by  his  honored  ashes. 
As  I  revere  his  memory ,  so  i  respect  his  testimony. 
It  was  reproduced  the  other  day  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Price,]  and  used  by 
him  in  the  very  able  speech  to  which  we  all  list- 
ened with  so  much  profit  and  plea-sure.  It  was 
appropriate  then,  it  is  appropriate  now,  and  will 
be  appropriate  to  the  end  of  time,  and  here  it  is: 
Headqdarters  Seventh  Military  District, 
Mobile,  September  21,  1814. 
To  the  Free  Colored  Inhabitants  of  Louisiana : 

Through-a  mistaken  policy  you  have  heretofore  been  de- 
prived of  a  participation  in  the  glorious  struggle  for  national 
rights  in  which  our  country  is  engaged.  This  no  longer 
shall  exist. 

As  sons  of  freedom  you  are  now  called  upon  to  defend  our 
most  estimable  blessing.  As  Americans  your  country  looks 
with  confidence  to  her  adopted  children  for  a  valorous  sup- 
port as  a  faithful  return  for  the  advantages  enjoyed  under 
her  mild  and  equitable  Government.  As  fathers,  husbands, 
and  brothers, you  are  summoned  to  rally  round  the  stand- 
ard of  tlieeagle  to  defend  all  that  is  dear  in  existence. 

Your  country,  although  calling  for  your  exertions,  does 
not  wish  you  to  engage  in  her  cause  without  remunerating 
you  for  the  services  rendered.  Your  intelligent  minds  are 
not  to  be  led  away  by  false  representations;  your  love  of 
honor  would  cause  you  to  despise  the  man  wlio  should  at- 
tempt to  deceive  you.  In  the  sincerity  of  a  soldier  and  the 
language  of  truth  I  address  you. 

To  every  noble-hearted  freeman  of  color  volunteering  to 
serve  during  the  present  contest  with  Great  Britain,  and  no 
longer,  there  will  be  paid  the  same  bounty  in  money  and 
lands  now  received  by  the  white  soldiers  of  the  United 
States.  The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  will 
also  be  entitled  to  the  same  monthly  pay  and  daily  rations 
and  clothes  furnished  to  any  American  soldier. 

On  enrolling  yourselves  in  companies  the  major  general 
commanding  will  select  officers  for  your  government  from 
your  white  fellow-citizens.  Your  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers will  be  appointed  from  among  yourselves. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

I  will  be  pardoned  for  employing  the  appro- 
priate words  of  the  gentleman  who  in  that  speech 
says: 

"  But,  sir,  it  may  be  urged  by  those  wl',o  oppose  this  bill, 
and  who  are  horrified  at  calling  black  men  '  adopted  chil- 
dren' and  '  fellow-citizens,'  that  this  was  an  expcrimentof 
Old  Hickory's,  and  that  aftertryingitonce  he  never  would 
have  indorsed  the  same  course  again.  But  this  objection 
is  answered  and  silenced  by  the  factthatthe  old  hero  sub- 
sequently issued  the  following  '  proclamation  to  the  free 
people  of  color:' 

"  '  Soldiers !  when,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mobile,  I  called 
upon  you  to  take  up  arms,  inviting  you  to  partake  of  the 
perils  and  tlie  glory  of  your  white  felloiu-citizens,  I  expected 
much  from  you,,  for  I  was  not  ignorant  that  you  possessed 
qualities  most  formidable  to  an  inv.iding  enemy.  I  knew 
with  what  fortitude  you  could  endure  hunger  and  thirst, 
and  all  the  fatigues  of  a  campaign.  I  hnew  iccU  how  you 
loved  your  natice  country,  and  that  you  had,  as  well  as  our- 
selves, to  defend  what  man  holds  most  dear,  liis  parents, 
relations,  wife,  children,  and  property. 

"  'You  have  done  more  than  I  expected.  In  addition  to 
the  previous  qualities  1  before  knew  you  to  possess,  I  found, 
moreover,  among  you  a  noble  enthusiasm  which  leads  to 
the  performance  of  great  things. 

"'Soldiers  !  the  Trosidentof  the  United  States  shall  hear 
how  praiseworthy  was  your  conduct  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
and  the  represenlativesof  the  American  people  will,  I  doubt 
not,  give  you  the  praise  your  exploits  entitle  you  to.  Your 
general  anticipates  them  in  applauding  your  noble  ardor.'  " 

And  it  was  well  added  by  him: 

"  Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  the  language  of  the  hero  of 
New  Orleans  ;  such  the  sentiment  of  a  patriot  and  soldier — 
'  adopted  cliildreii,'  '  fellow-citizens,'  'Americans,'  &c., 
8cc.  And  yet  I  believe  his  Democracy  was  never  doubted. 
How  conies  II,  then,  that  In  tiieae  last  days  men  calting 


themselces  Democrats  are  so  much  shucked  if  our  Chaplain 
prays  for  the  '  children  of  a  common  Father.''  Verily  these 
men  have  the  '  form\3f  Democracy  without  the  power,'  the 
shadow  without  the  substan-ce."  " 

My  good  frielTd  John  B.  Dillon,  a  kind  gentle- 
man and  a  ripe  scholar,  who  has  ever  loved  to 
linger  among  the  monuments  of  the  past,  and  to 
con  over  revolutionary  relics,  in  doing  so  found 
the  following  letter  from  Alexander  Hamilton, 
and  kindly  put  it  and  other  useful  relics  of  the 
past  at  my  disposal,  for  which  it  is  meet  that  I 
should  make  acknowledgments.  I  adduce  it  in 
proof  that  the  enlistment  of  slaves  is  ^'■without  a 
parallel  in  the  annals  of  the  loorld." 

Headquarters,  March  14,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  Colonel  Laurens,  who  will  have  the  honor 
of  delivering  you  this  letter,  is  on  his  way  to  South  Caro- 
lina on  a  project  which  I  think,  in  the  present  situation  of 
affairs  there,  is  a  very  good  one,  and  deserves  every  kind 
of  support  and  encouragement.  This  is  to  raise  two,  three, 
or  four  battalions  of  negroes,  with  the  assistance  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  that  State,  by  contributions  from  the  owners,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  they  possess.  If  you  should  think 
proper  to  enter  upon  the  subject  with  him  he  will  give  you 
a  detail  of  liis  plan.  He  wishes  to  have  it  recommended 
by  Congress  to  the  State,  and,  as  an  inducement,  that  they 
should  engage  to  take  those  battalions  into  continental  pay. 

It  appears  tome  that  an  expedient  of  this  kind,  in  the 
present  state  of  southern  affairs,  is  the  most  rational  that 
can  be  adopted,  and  promises  very  important  advantages. 
Indeed,  I  hardly  see  how  ci  sufficient  force  can  be  collected 
in  that  quarter  without  it;  and  the  enemy's  operations 
there  are  growing  infinitely  more  serious  and  formidable. 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  negroes  will  make  very 
excellent  soldiers  with  proper  management,  and  I  will  ven- 
ture to  pronounce  that  they  cannot  be  put  into  better  hands 
than  those  of  Mr.  Laurens.  He  has  all  the  zeal,  intelli- 
gence, enterprise,  and  every  other  qualification  necessary 
to  succeed  in  such  an  undertaking.  It  is  a  maxim  with 
some  great  military  judges  that,  with  sensible  officers,  sol- 
diers can  hardly  be  too  stupid;  and,  on  this  principle,  it  is 
thought  that  the  Russians  would  make  the  best  troops  in 
the  world  if  they  were  under  other  officers  than  their  own. 
The  King  of  Prussia  is  among  the  number  who  maintain 
this  doctrine,  and  has  a  very  emphatic  saying  on  the  occa- 
sion, which  I  do  not  exactly  recollect.  I  mention  this  be- 
cause I  hear  it  frequently  objected  to  the  scheme  of  em- 
bodying negroes,  that  they  are  too  stupid  to  make  soldiers. 
This  is  so  far  from  appearing  to  me  a  valid  objection,  that 
I  think  their  wantof  cultivation,  (for  their  iialural  faculties 
are  probably  as  good  as  ours,)  joined  to  that  habit  of  subor- 
dination which  they  acquire  from  a  life  of  servitude,  will 
make  them  sooner  become  soldiers  than  our  white  inhab- 
itants. Let  officers  be  men  of  sense  and  sentiment,  and 
the  nearer  the  soldiers  approach  to  machines,  perhaps  the 
belter. 

I  foresee  that  this  project  will  have  to  combat  much  op- 
position from  prejudice  and  self-interest.  The  contempt 
we  have  been  taught  to  entertain  for  the  blacks  makes  us 
fancy  many  things  that  are  founded  neither  in  reason  nor 
experience;  and  an  unwillingness  to  part  with  property 
of  so  valuable  a  kind  will  furnish  a  thousand  arguments 
to  show  the  impracticability  or  pernicious  tendency  of  a 
scheme  which  requires  such  a  sacrifice.  But  it  should  be 
considered  that  if  we  do  not  make  use  of  them  in  this 
way,  the  enemy  probably  will;  and  that  the  best  way  to 
counteract  the  temptations  they  will  hold  out  \vill  be  to  offer 
them  ourselves.  An  essential  part  of  the  plan  is  to  give 
them  their  freedom  with  their  muskets.  This  will  secure 
their  fidelity,  animate  their  courage,  and,  I  believe,  will  have 
a  good  influence  upon  those  who  remain,  by  opening  the 
door  to  their  emancipation.  This  circumstance,  I  confess, 
has  no  small  weight  in  inducing  me  to  wish  the  success  of 
the  project;  for  the  dictates  of  hiunanity,  and  true  policy, 
equally  interest  me  in  favor  of  this  unfortunate  class  of 
men. 

Witli  the  truest  respect  and  esteem,!  am, sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 
To  John  Jay. 

And  it  seems  that  there  was  humanity  once  in 
Virginia.  In  Virginia,  slaves  were  employed  as 
substitutes  for  white  soldiers,  and  here  is  an  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth, 
passed  in  1783: 
"An  act  directing  the  emancipation  of  certain  slaves  who 

have  served  as  soldiers  in  this  State,  and  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  slave  Aberdeen. 

"1.  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  present  Gen- 
eral AssiMnbly  that  during  the  course  of  tlio  war  many  per- 
sons in  this  State  had  caused  theirslaves  to  enlist  in  certain 
regiments  or  corps  raised  within  the  same;        *        *        « 

"2.  And  whereas  it  appears  jnst  and  reasonable  that  all 
persons  enlisted  as  aforesaid,  who  have  faitlifully  served 
agreeable  to  the  terms  of  their  enlistment,  and  have  I  hereby 
of  course  contributed  toward  the  establishment  of  Ameri- 
can liberty  and  indi^pendence,  should  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
freedom  as  a  reward  for  their  toils  and  labors." 

And  then  follows  the  act  in  pursuance  of  the 
preamble. 

And  I  also  found  that  La  Fayette,  who,  when 
just  verging  upon  manhood,  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  oppressed  colonies,  left  his  own  sunny 
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clime,  his  vine-clad  hills  and  marble  halls  and  all 
tlieii-  poin]i  nrul  glittci',  lo  cross  the  oci'ati  i\iul  fi«lil 
our  battles;  that  he,  the  (Vieiid  of  Wnsliinsttin, 
who  had  faced  death  upon  so  many  battle-fields, 
was  not  one  of  those  who  believed  that  a  negro 
had  no  riglits  that  a  white  man  was  bound  to  re- 
spect, or  that  it  was  disgraceful  and  iiidccoriuis 
to  interest  himself  in  their  behalf  and  speak  of 
them  in  terms  of  benevolence.  In  a  letter  written 
<o  John  Adams  in  1786,  from  Paris,  he  says: 

"In  the  cause  of  niy  black  bictlircn  Wool  iiiysolf  warinly 
iiilcresilcd,  and  most  deciili'dly  side,  so  lar  as  respects  llieni, 
n^ainstMie  white  part  of  mankind.  Whatever  hethe  com- 
plexion of  the  enslaved,  it  doen  nol,  in  my  opinion,  alter 
the  complexion  of  the  crime  uliich  the  enslaver  coniniits 
—a  crime  mncli  blacker  than  any  At'riean  lace.  It  is  in 
me  a  numer  of  great  an.xiety  and  concern  to  find  that  this 
triide  is  sometimes  perpetrated  nnder  the  flai;  of  lilierty, 
our  dear  and  noble  stripes,  to  whicli  virtue  ami  glory  have 
been  eun>tnnl  staniJard-bearers." 

Hut  there  is  another  witness,  and  he  must  not 
be  forgotten.     The  gentleman  on  my  right  says, 
"Trot  him  out;"  bull  must  nol  do  that  without  a 
suitable  preface  by   way  of  introduction,  and    I 
think  it  ought  to  be  poetic,  something  like  this: 
"Tliere  was  a  man  wlio  lived  of  late. 
On  whom  angels  did  impatient  wait. 
With  outitretched  arms  and  wings  of  love, 
'J'o  waft  him  to  the  realms  above." 

And  at  times  he  delighted  ta  withdraw  from 
the  vulgar  world  and  common  herd,  not  to  seek 
"  a  lodge  in  some  vast  wilderness,"  nor  yet"  some 
boundless  contiguity  of  shade,"  but  to  hie  himself 
to  foreign  lands  and  there  muse  in  gardens,  fairer 
than  Eden;  behold  limpid  streairis,  cooling  fount- 
ains, and  groves  of  unfading  verdure;  palaces  of 
marble,  and  blooming  girls  with  eyes  as  bright  as 
the  gleam  of  a  star;  breathing  musk;  ravishing 
music,  unspeakable  grandeur,  and  resplendent 
beauty;  and  on  classic  soil,  fragrant  with  the  at- 
mosphere of  a  rarer  world,  to  linger  around  grot- 
toes and  cataracts,  towering  pyramids  and  crum- 
bling ruins;  and  in  old  moss-clad  cathedrals, 
around  whose  lofty  doines  the  red  lightnings  had 
played  a  thousand  years,  drink  in  the  mellow 
tones  and  rich  melody  of  the  organ,  and  gaze  in 
rapture  upon  sculpture,  statues,  and  paintings 
wrought  by  hands  immortal;  get  a  glimpse  of  the 
hidden  tilings  of  eternity,  and  commune  with  the 
spirits  of  the  inighty  dead,  whose  wonderful  con- 
ceptions, the  admiration  of  mankind,  seem  to  live 
and  breathe  and  defy  the  corroding  tooth  of  time 
after  the  heart  that  conceived  them  has  ceased  to 
beat,  and  after  the  plastic  hand  that  touched  them 
han  moldered  to  dust.  He  was  a  humble  wor- 
shiper at  the  shrine  of  beauty.  To  him — 
"A  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  forever, 
A  ceaseless  spell  that  slumbers  never." 

He  had  a  heart  to  bleed,  bowels  to  yearn,  and 
could  feel  for  others' woes,  and  detested  "man's 
inhumanity  to  man,"  and  when  he  vindicates  a 
down-trodden  race  froim  obloquy  and  contem)it 
why  not  evoke  his  testimony — a  man  of  letters, 
of  refined  tastes  and  classic  mold',  and  who  lias 
written  a  book.'  He  did  not,  it  is  true,  write  the 
Jiistory  of  Rasselas,  Prince  of  Abyssinia;  that 
was  written  by  Doctor  Johnson,  and  1  have  often 
thought  that  it  was  the  finest  thing  of  record.  The 
first  .sentence  is  one  of  matchless  beauty: 

"  Ye  who  listen  with  credulity  to  the  whispers  of  fancy, 
ami  pursue  with  eagerness  the  phantoms  of  hope  ;  who  ex- 
pect that  age  will  perform  the  promises  of  youth,  and  that 
the  deficiencies  of  the  present  day  will  be  supplied  hy  the 
morrov/,  attend  to  the  history  of  Kassclas,  Prince  of  Abys- 
sinia." 

Changed  a  little,  it  would  have  been  an  npjiro- 
iiriaie  introduction  to  that  part  of  the  excellent 
l)ook  (Cox's  Buckeye  Abroad)  to  which  I  al- 
lude. See  how  charmingly  it  comes  in:  "Ye 
who  listen  with  credulity  to  the  whispers  of  pre- 
judice, and  pursue  jvith  engernesH  the  phantom.s 
of  error,  accompany  me  in  fancy  to  classic  Roinc, 
and  go  with  me  to  the  Sistine  chnpel  and  learn 
the  history  ofa  ])lain,  unquestioned  Afi'ican;"aiid 
liere  is  the  history  a.s  he  writes  it  and  as  I  find  it, 
beginning  at  page32  of  that  excellent  and  merito- 
rious work: 

"  While  wailing  the  entrance  of  Ills  Holiness,  the  inind 
can  find  delight  in  examining  the  'La.il  .ludginent'  of  An- 
gc.lo,  frescoed  upon  the  wall  of  Dio  chapel,  livery  variety 
of  hope,  ilouht,  di-ipair,  and  beatitude  jieam  upon  u.^  from 
the  fjgurey  upon  IIib  wall.  Within  R  tacred  inrlosurc',over 
which  liplocd  curiosily  can  baroly  pei'p,  \h  a  green  rnrpeied 
floor  and  tapestry  liangingB,  with  an  altar  and  n  throne. 
H'nl«  are  arranged  for  the  cnrdinalF,  who  soon  begin  lo  pour 
III,  dressed  in  great  red  gowns  and  skull  cap.*,  aiieiided  by 
seivanlH  in  purple.  .After  bows  and  crosses,  the  servants 
jiroreod  10  unroll  ilii;  iralns  and  neat  the  cardinals.  Avery 
iienrty  arri«y  of  old  lloinansi  thny  seem,  with  their  arms 


under  cover,  their  gray  hair  shining,  their  lofty  brows  and 
intelligent  faces  bespeaking  good  living  as  well  as  study 
and  reflection.  Mostof  ttiem  kept  upan  inaudible  prayer. 
One  fine,  old,  trembliiigly.fat  gcnlleman  seemed  to  be  be- 
yond the  age  of  ])iely,  but  his  habitual  pr.iyerfulness  still 
played  upon  his  lips.  Me  reminded  me  of  (Jhaucer's  monk, 
wlio  repeated  all  liis  terms, 

'"Tliat  he  had  learned  out  of  some  decree; 
No  wonder  was,  he  lieard  it  all  the  day.' 

"Directly  bulf  soldiers,  with  gilt  helmets  and  drawn 
swords,  rush  in  to  guard  the  door.  I  thought  at  iirst  there 
was  a  sudden  insurrection,  knowing  that  in  matters  of  pow- 
er, as  poor  Pius  has  learned,  '  there  is  but  one  step  from 
the  Capitol  toihcTarpeian  rock.'  But  no,  the  choir  strikes 
the  high  notes,  the  doors  beyond  open,  and  voila !  the 
vicegerent  of  God  appears  in  his  tiara  and  cloth  of  gold. 
Around  him  swarm  ministers  of  every  degree  and  shade  of 
color.  lie  kneels;  the  rustle  of  red  cardinals  shivers  in 
the  hallowed  air,  and  all  kneel.  Then  he  ascends  to  the 
throne — a  fine-looking,  full-faced  man,  graceful  and  digni- 
fied in  his  bearing.  Power  he  seems  to  wear  as  a  familiar 
garment.  How  graoiously  he  extends  his  hand  to  the  ear- 
(iinals,  who  severally  leave  their  seats,  attencted  by  their 
attendants  in  purple  carrying  their  trains.  Thi^y,  bowing, 
kiss  the  hand,  or,  as  [  was  informed,  the  diamond  brilliant 
upon  the  Pope's  ring,  as  a  token  of  reverence.  An  inferior 
order  prostrate  themselves  and  tip  their  labia  at  the  shoe 
of  his  Holiness,  upon  which  is  a  cross  of  silver.  In  the 
mean  time  seraphic  music  from  the  Pope's  select  choir  rav- 
islies  the  ear,  while  incense  titillates  the  nose. 

"  Soon  there  arises  in  this  chamber  of  theatrical  glitter 
a  pl.ain,  unquestioned  African,  and  he  utters  the  sermon  in 
liicile  Latiiiity,  with  graceful  manner.  His  dark  hands 
gestured  liarnioniously  with  the  rotund  periods,  and  his 
swart  visage  beamed  with  a  high  order  of  intelligence.  He 
w.is  an  Abyssinian.  What  a  commentary  was  here  upon 
our  American  prtjudiees!  The  head  of  thegreatCatliolic 
church,  surrounded  by  the  ripest  scholars  of  the  age,  list- 
ening to  the  eloquence  of  tlie  despised  negro,  and  thereby 
illusiraling  to  the  world  the  common  bond  of  brotherhood 
which  binds  the  human  race.  I  confess  tliat  at  first  it 
seemed  to  me  a  sort  of  theatrical  mummery,  not  being  fa- 
miliar with  such  admixtures  of  society.  Buton  reflection 
I  discerned  iu  it  the  same  intlnenee  which  during  the  dark 
ages  conferred  such  inestimable  blessing  on  mankind.  His- 
tory records  that,  from  the  lime  when  the  barbarians  over- 
ran the  western  empire  to  the  time  of  the  revival  of  let- 
ters, the  influence  of  the  Churcli  of  Rome  had  been  generally 
favorable  to  science,  to  civilization,  and  to  good  govern- 
ment. Why.'  Because  her  system  held  then,  as  it  holds 
now,  all  distinctions  of  caste  as  odious.  .She  regards  no 
man,  bond  or  free,  white  or  black,  as  disqualified  for  the 
priesthood.  Tliis  doctrine  lias,  as  Macaiilay  develops 
ill  his  introductory  cliapter  to  his  English  history,  miti- 
gated many  of  the  worst  evils  of  society;  for  where  race 
tyrannized  over  race,  or  baron  over  villein,  Catholicism 
came  between  them  and  created  an  aristocracy  altogether 
independent  of  race  or  feudalism,  compelling  even  the  he- 
reditary master  to  kneel  before  the  spiritual  tribunal  of  the 
hereditary  bondman.  The  childhood  of  Burope  was  passed 
under  the  guardianship  of  priestly  teachers,  who  taught,  as 
the  scene  in  tlm  Sistine  chapel  of  auEthiop  addressing  the 
proud  rulers  of  Catholic  Christendom  teaches,  that  no  dis- 
tinction is  regarded  at  Home  save  that  which  divides  the 
priest  from  the  people. 

"The  sermon  of  the  Abyssinian,  in  beautiful  print,  was 
distributed  at  the  door.  1  bring  one  home  as  a  trophy,  and 
a  souvenir  of  a  great  truth  which  Americans  are  prone  to 
deny  or  contemn." 

"  ^^plain,  unquestioned  African,  and  he  utters  the 
sermon  in  facile  Latinity,  with  graceful  manner. 
His  dark  liands  gesticulate  harmoniously  with 
the  rotund  periods,  a?i£2  his  stoarl  visage  beamedwiih 
a  high  order  of  intelligence."  "  What  a  comment- 
ary u[)on  our  American  prejudices,"  against  the 
negro  of  course.  "  The  head  of  the  great  Cath- 
olic church,  surrounded  by  the  ripest  scholars  of 
the  age,  listening  to  the  eloquence  of  the  despised 
negro."  It  is  now  pretended  that  the  Abyssinian 
is  not  a  negro.  It  would  be  far  better  to  defend 
the  book  on  the  admission  that  he  is  than  to  try 
to  creep  out  of  so  small  a  hole  as  that,  as  the  ge- 
Ggrapliy  of  the  world  is  not  to  be  changed  to  suit 
this  case.  Here  it  is;  there  is  no  escape — they 
were  "  listening  to  the  eloquence  of  the  despisedne- 
gro"  "and  thereby  illustrating  to  the  world  the 
common  brotherhood  that  binds  the  human  race." 
From  this  it  would  seem,  if  the  race  of  man  is  a 
common  brotherhood,  that  there  is  a  common /ai/t- 
crhood,  and  that  it  may  yet  turn  out,  after  all  the 
fuss,  that  we  are  in  fact  all  children  ofa  common 
Father.  "  I  discovered  in  it  the  same  influence 
which  during  the  dark  ages  conferred  such  bless- 
ings; on  mankind."  "  The  sermon  was  distrib- 
uted at  the  door,  and  I  bring  one  home  as  a  trophy, 
and  a  souvenir  of  a  great  truth  that  ./Imericans  ait 
prone  to  deny,"  and  that  great  truth  1  supjiose  is, 
ihatwe  are  tin:  children  ofa  common  Father  and 
may  bo  included  in  the  same  prayer.  Great  God 
defend  us!  Oh,  ye  sneerers  and  scoffers,  false 
apostates  and  groveling  wanderers,  gather  around 
and  hear,  not  from  me,  but  from  this  learned  trav- 
eler, this  traveled  man  of  science,  now  a  distin- 
guished and  leading  statesman,  of  a  negro  who 
waa  a  high  type  of  manhood,  worthy  of  sacer- 
dotal robes,  and  lo  stand  in  the  sacred  desk;  from 
which  it  may  be  inferred,  for  it  is  not  said,  that  lie 


was  made  by  the  God  that  garnished  the  stars, 
and  is  a  gentleman  and  ix  scholar.  "  As  much  a 
man  as  any  fiart  of  God's  great  plan, "and  as  fia- 
grantas  a  rose-bud.  What  will  come  next.'  How 
far  are  we  from  the  abhorrent  and  detestable  doc- 
trines of  amalgamation  and  miscegenation.'  It 
is  not  a  necessary  consequence,  but  who  knows 
where  such  admiration  for  the  negro  is  to  end  .'  It 
is  dangerous  to  get  into  too  close  quarters,  prox- 
imity, with  that  we  ought  not  to  love. 
"  Vice  is  a  monster  of  so  frightful  mien. 
As,  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  seen  ; 
But  seen  ton  oil,  familiar  with  her  face. 
We  first  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace." 
With  such  teachers,  with  such  doctrines  taught, 
the  gulf  is  before  us  and  we  behold  its  raging  1)11- 
lows.  We  are  between  the  rock  of  Scy  11a  and  the 
whirlpool  Chary  bdis.  In  God's  naine  lei  us  avoid 
them.  If  this  is  not  worse  than  praying  for  all 
tnankindas  the  children  of  a  common  Father  with- 
out excepting  the  negro  and  leaving  him  out  in 
the  cold,  then  I  confess  I  know  not  what  is.  If 
it  had  come  from  old  John  Brown,  "  whose  body 
lies  moldering  in  the  ground,  but  whose  soul  is  still 
marching  on,"  or  t'rom  one  who  had  been  all  his 
life  a  conductor  of  an  underground  railroad,  ship- 
ping cargoes  of  contraband  wool  to  the  dominiotis 
of  Q,ueen  Victoria,  it  would  not  excite  surprise; 
but  coming  as  it  does,  from  one  who  now  con- 
sorts and  fraternizes  with  those  who  believe  that 
a  negro  has  no  rights  that  a  white  man  is  bound 
to  respect,  it  is  as  mysterious  and  past  finding 
out  as  the  inscrutable  ways  of  Provide,n,ce,  but 
perhaps  hardly  so  wise.  Do  I  mean  to  say  that 
the  letter  is  disreputable,  or  that  the  book  is  any- 
thing to  be  ashamed  of.'  Notabitofit.  I  would 
do  the  gentleman  no  injustice,  nor  detract  from 
his  merits.  I  would  sooner  augment  than  dimin- 
ish. If  they  were  tenfold  what  they  are,  how 
liajipy  would  1  be.  If  he  should  be  ashamed,  it 
is  for  his  present  attitude  and  not  for  the  book 
that  he  ought  to  have  compunction;  for  his 
present  attitude  a  few  penitential  tears  would  not 
oe  amiss.  Aside  fronn  a  little  kind  and  good- 
natured  fun  and  railery,  I  mean  no  such  thing; 
and  I  introduced  it  with  no  purpose  ofa  back- 
handed blow  at  the  author.  I  bring  it  forward 
for  precisely  the  same  purpose  for  which  I  have 
adduced  the  writings  and  sayings  of  others,  sim- 
ply because  it  was  from  a  respectable  source  and 
relevant  to  the  issue.  It  is  cumulative  testimony, 
and  besides  that  it  advertises  the  book. 

"Socrates  died  like  a  philosopher,  but  Jesus 
Christ  like  aGod,"  were  the  closing  words  of  the 
"  blind  preacher"  whom  Wirt  has  made  immor- 
tal. Our  friend  puts  no  such  thrilling  words  in 
the  mouth  of  the  negro  preacher,  this  "  plain, 
unquestioned  African,"  but  I  doubt  not  he  has 
given  a  truthful,  as  it  isa  well-written,  descrip- 
tion of  what  he  witnessed.  It  proves  not  that  the 
negro  is  equal  to  the  white  rnan;  it  pleads  not  for 
social  equality;  it  advocates  not  an  admixture  of 
the  races.  I  bring  it  forward  to  prove  no  such 
heresies,  but  simply  to  show  that  its  author,  when 
beyond  the  influence  of  bad  company  and  released 
fi'om  the  slavish  shackles  of  party,  and  the  better 
impulses  of  his  kind  nature  were  permitted  to  flow 
in  their  natural  channel,  could  speak  kindly  of  all 
inen,  the  negro  included,  and  believed  that  we  are 
all  the  children  of  a  common  Father.  There  is  in 
this  land,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  race  of  flunkeys,  but 
they  learned  nol  their  meanness  from  this  book. 
"  BUOTIIEUHOOD  OF  MAN." 

Mr.  BLISS  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  COX.     Will  the  gentleman  yield  to  mc.' 

Mr.  BLISS.     I  will. 

Mr.  COX.  I  did  not  intend  to  ask  this  favor 
of  my  colleague.  I  thought  it  was  undei-slood 
that  when  I  made  objection  to  thegenileman  [Mr. 
Dumont]  proceeding,  I  would  have  as  much  time 
extended  to  mo  as  was  extended  to  him. 

TheCIJAlIiMAN.  The  Chair  did  nol  under- 
stand that  any  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  HOUTWliLL.  I  inove  ihatthegentleman 
from  Ohio  be  })ermitted  to  proceed. 

Mr.  COX.  I  thniik  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts for  his  motion,  for  he  is  always  court- 
eous. I  ilo  not  intend  to  take  up  much  time  now. 
1  dislike  lo  enter  the  lists  on  this  afternoon,  which 
is  set  apart  for  a  general  debating  society,  when 
no  business  is  done,  when  no  action  is  to  betaken 
on  bills,  with  but  few  people  in  the  galleries  and 
scaicely  any  members  on  the  floor,  anil  wh(;ngen- 
llomon  gravely  read  their  compositions  like  school- 
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boys  and  send  tlicm  out  throiigli  tho  country  as 
grand  speeches !  It  is  such  n  farce  that  I  disdain 
lo  enter  into  it.  1 1  was  only  when  incidentally 
I  came  here  to-day  on  other  business  and  hap- 
pened to  hear  the  same  old  farrago  that  I  have 
heard  so  often  about  something  I  wrote  thirteen 
years  ago,  (but  just  as  true  now  as  then,)  that  1 
was  induced  to  ask  the  floor  for  a  f.'w  minutes. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Dumont]  is 
frank  enough  to  say  that  the  quotation  from  my 
book,  which  lias  been  rung  in  my  district  for  the 
last  seven  years,  does  not  favor  the  political  and 
social  equality  of  the  negro.  Nobody  but  an  idiot 
or  a  fool  would  ever  have  drawn  from  the  extract 
any  conclusion  looking  to  negro  equality,  social- 
ly or  legally.  Nobody  but  a  man  utterly  insensi- 
ble to  decent  criticism  would  ever  have  drawn  such 
n  conclusion.  But  why,  then,  does  he  parade  it? 
If  it  proves  nothing  of  that  kind,  it  is  meaning- 
less as  an  answer  to  my  remarks  against  negro 
equality  and  miscegenation.  There  was  no  sense 
or  propriety  in  the  dozen  speeches  made  here  pred- 
icated upon  the  extract. 

All  there  was  in  the  quotation  was  this:  the 
observation  of  a  young  traveler  of  a  phenomenon 
which  appeared  in  the  Cistine  chapel,  in  Rome, 
and  which  struck  him  as  a  remarkable  exception 
to  the  general  rule  as  to  colored  men.  He  saw 
there  an  Abyssinian  of  the  same  color  with  the 
negro,  but  a  different  order  of  being  from  the 
Congo  African  we  have  here,  for  the  Abyssinian 
is  altogether  different  in  mind,  body,  and  charac- 
ter from  our  African.  He  comes  from  adifForent 
stock  or  type  of  men.  The  traveler  saw  there  a 
colored  man  speaking  before  the  dignitaries  of 
the  great  Catholic  church,  and  he  naturally  ex- 
pressed his  astonishment  at  such  a  wonderful 
phenomenon,  such  "strange  admixtures  ofsoci- 
ety,"  just  as  I  would  express  my  astonishment 
at  hearing  anything  decent  fi;pm  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa,  [JVlr.  Grinnei.l.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
is  not  in  order. 

•  Mr.  COX.  Why  did  not  the  Chair  call  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  to  order  when  he  charged 
indecency  upon  mc.'  Why  was  not  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  [Mr.  Grinnell]  called  to  order 
when,  on  a  former  day,  in  my  absence,  he  used 
my  own  name  in  connection  with  pro-slavery 
church  movements,  for  which  he  had  no  warrant 
in  fact  or  in  parliamentary  decorum.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  observe  the  rules. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will.  lam  sorry  to  have  been  led 
into  any  impropriety  of  debate. 

Tlie  "  brotherhood"  referred  to  in  the  book 
from  which  the  quotation  has  been  made  was  the 
equality  which  prevailed  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  and  which  regarded  every  man  as  equal 
before  God  and  the  priesthood,  not  any  political 
or  social,  much  less  any  amalgamating  equality. 
I  found  the  solution  of  the  strange  phenomenon 
in  the  page  of  Macaulay.  He  informs  us  that  in 
the  Catholic  church, and  in  the  middle  ages,  even 
the  hereditary  villein  or- slave  might  become  the 
spiiiiual  master  of  the  hereditary  master.  Nor 
is  this  peculiar  to  that  era.  Go  to  Mobile,  where 
slavery  still  exists,  and  you  will  find  this  same 
equality  before  God,  while  political  and  social 
inequality  of  the  black  and  white  still  remains. 
You  will  find  the  black  man  and  his  master  kneel- 
ing before  the  same  altar  in  the  Catholic  church, 
wliile,  if  you  should  go  to  New  York  and  visit  any 
of  the  canting,  hypocritical,  pharisaical  churches 
like  Cheever's,  you  will  find  that  a  negro  is  not 
allowed  to  occupy  the  same  pew  with  a  white 
man.  I  have  always  had  kind  feelings  for  the 
negro  in  his  proper  [ilaco  and  condition.  I  never 
doubted  that  the  negro  had  a.  soul  or  that  he  was 
amenable,  as  well  as  the  white  man,  to  the  com- 
mon God  and  Father.  That  was  the  point  which 
tho  Catholic  church  might  properly  recognize.  It 
was  the  solution  I  gave  of  the  scene  in  Cistine 
chapel.  That  is  what  I  said  in  the  extract  that 
has  been  paraded  here  again  and  again,  and  which 
afforded  so  much  merriment  to  those  who  knew 
no  b(;tter. 

When  I  referred  to  our  Chaplain  1  referred  not 
so  much  to  his  prayer  about  a  common  brother- 
hood as  to  certain  prayers  of  hi.s— looking,  as  I 
conceived,  toward  amalgamation— carrying  out 
ideas  which  I  have  understood  Ite  has  heretofore 
expressed  in  the  New  York  Tribune  about  free 
loveand  free  divorcement.  You,  gentlemen,  when 


you  voted  for  him  might,  perhaps,  not  have  been 
pware  that  he  held  some  peculiar  notions  on  this 
subject.  I  would  advise  them  when  they  vote  for 
clergymen  hereafter  to  look  a  little  to  their  ante- 
cedents as  they  do  to  those  of  other  people. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  did  not  intend  to  take  up 
so  much  time  in  regard  to  so  trifling  a  matter.  It 
should  not  have  been  noticed  by  me  at  all,  but  for 
the  fact  that  while  here  I  heard  this  extract  iter- 
ated and  reiterated,  as  if  there  was  something  very 
funny  in  it.  I  know  that  the  otlrer  side  of  the 
House  enjoyed  it  when  it  was  fust  read  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Washburne.]  It 
seemed  then  to  be  an  argumentum  ad  hominem.  It 
seemed  to  come  back  to  me  as  if  I  were  not  the 
man  to  make  charges  about  the  social  and  politi- 
cal equality  which  the  leaders  of  the  Republican 
party  are  now  urging. 

But  even  if  the  interpretation  given  to  the  ex- 
tract were  correct  it  does  not  refute  what  I  said  as 
to  the  amalgamating  tendencies  of  the  abolition 
party.  In  proof  of  these  tendencies  1  quoted  from 
the  men  most  honored  in  that  party,  not  from 
your  strict  partisans  here  in  this  House  or  in 
office,  but  from  men  who  made  the  Republican 
party,  who  inspire  its  doctrines  and  control  its  ac- 
tion, who  now  lead  it, and  who  being  in  advance 
drag  it  along  as  the  locomotive  drags  the  cumbrous 
train.  These  are  the  men  who  have  helped  to  drag 
the  country  into  ruin  and  war.  They  were  and 
are  seditionists  and  destructives.  They  have 
been  embroiling^ South  and  North, and  weakening 
the  union  of  these  States  for  thirty  years,  and,  in 
connection  with  the  bold,  bad  men  at  the  South, 
precipitated  the  terrible  calamities  from  which  we 
are  now  suffering.  It  was  from  these  men  that  I 
drew  the  evidences  of  the  progressive  spirit  of  the 
Republican  party  toward  the  detested  doctrine  of 
mixing  the  races  as  the  solution  of  the  trouble 
which  they  have  caused. 

I  did  not  charge  that  side  of  the  House  with 
being  amalgamationists.  I  know  that  gentlemen 
drew  such  inferences.  What  1  did  say  was  that  it 
would  not  surprise  me  to  find  that  party  approach- 
ing the  miscegeiiating  point.  Why.'  Because 
we  have  found  them,  in  spite  of  all  their  protest- 
ations to  the  contrary,  within  two  yexirs  coming 
up  to  the  point  of  abolishing  slavery  in  the  States, 
of  establishing  political  equality  between  negro 
and  white,  of  advocating  negro  suffrage,  creating 
negro  soldiery  and  citizenship,  of  admitting  ne- 
groes and  whites  into  the  same  cars  in  this  city, 
and  all  other  measures  tending  to  equalize  the 
races.  Two  years  ago  they  never  would  have 
approached  such  doctrines.  If  they  had  been 
charged  then  with  such  measures,  how  indignant- 
ly would  they  have  repudiated  them  !  And  I  said 
tliat  I  would  not  be  surprised.to  find,  on  the  same 
principle,  two  years  from  now  the  Republican 
party  marching  up,  perhaps  reluctantly,  to  the 
full  doctrines  of  mjscegcnation  advocated  by  Phil- 
lips, Greeley,  Tilton,  and  others.  I  could  ac- 
cumulate proofs  as  to  the  recent  progress  in  this 
direction  which  1  have  received  since  I  made  my 
speech,  but  1  forbear  to  do  so  now. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  all  that  I  in- 
tended to  say  of  a  personal  character.  1  have  said 
it  with  good  temper.  1  have  not  lost  my  good- 
humor  by  the  slang  which  has  been  hurled  against 
me  since  1  spoke  before.  I  dislike  personal  contro- 
versy, and  do  not  indulge  in  it  except  when  at- 
tacked. There  are  more  important  matters  for 
our  debates.  I  am  more  anxious  to  hold  these 
gentlemen  to  an  accountfor  their  abolitionism  and 
its  destructive  tendencies.  It  is  growing  worse 
and  worse  daily.  Where  will  it  end.'  We  should 
hold  that  side  of  the  House  to  an  account  for 
the  slanders  heaped  upon  the  Democratic  party 
— a  proud  party,  of  history  and  of  patriotism — 
a  party  which  has  for  seventy  years  k(ipt  the 
country  together  prosjierously  and  pcacfefully. 
Their  slanders  against  that  party  in  this  House 
and  elsewhere  are  producing  a  reign  of  terror 
throughout  the  country,  and  especially  in  the 
Northwest.  Do  gentlemen  know  the  effect  of 
theirspeechesagainst  Democrats?  Are  they  aware 
of  the  fact  that  the  parti.-san  libels  here  uttered 
are  circulated  so  as  to  produce  the  same  ill-will 
in  the  North,  between  members  of  the  two  par- 
tics,  which  tliey  produced  between  the  sections? 
If  it  go  on*will  it  not  have  the  same  bloody  ca- 
tastrophe? Do  gentlemen  observe  the  signs  at 
home?  Whenever  our  furloughed  soldiers  come 
liomq  they  arc  filled  with  your  slander.?  against 


Democrats,  and,undertlic  promptingof  malignant 
cowards,  they  liunt  Democrats  to  their  homes, 
drag  them,  as  they  have  in  my  district,  through 
the  streets,  and  compel  them  to  take  an  oath 
whose  sanctions  they  have  never  sought  to  dis- 
honor. True  and  loyal  men  have  been  thus 
treated  all  through  the  West.  Under  the  reign  of 
lawless  mobs  printing  oflices  are  rifled  and  de- 
stroyed, our  people  shot,  our  meetings  broken 
up,  our  property  burned,  and  every  personal  and 
political  right  outraged.  Thus  hounded  on  by 
your  infamous  slanders  upon  the  Democratic 
party,  its  members  arc  com[)elled  to  band  together 
for  self-protection,  and  to  threaten  reprisal  and 
retaliation  as  their  only  safety.  What  else  can 
they  do  when  tlie  law  and  its  officers  are  indiffer- 
ent or  powerless  to  save  them  from  insult  and 
degradation?  Before  God  and  the  country,  you 
who  have,  by  your  libelous  speeches,  incited  such 
conduct,  shall  be  held  responsible  for  all  the  con- 
sequences. 

The  reaction  will  come  by  and  by.  Indeed  it 
has  begun  already.  In  the  little  town  of  Roclc 
Island,  the  other  day,  after  a  mob  had  torn  down 
a  Democratic  newspaper  oflice  there,  an  election 
was  held  in  which  a  Democratic  gain  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  votes  was  perceptible.  A  straw, 
but  it  shows  which  way  the  tempest  will  blow. 

I  have  been  promptly  and  perhaps  properly 
called  to  order  for  my  personality  in  debate  to-day. 
But  why  has  not  the  rule  been  applied  to  others, 
on  the  other  side?  We  are  charged  directly  and 
indirectly,  day  by  day,  with  disloyalty  and  trea- 
son, but  no  Chairman  call.s  to  order  for  that.  The 
crime  which  includes  all  other  crimes  can  be 
hurled  upon  us,  and  we  must  sit  serenely  placid 
to.receive  it!  How  unlike  a  scene  in  the  French 
Chamber  of  Deputies  but  a  few  weeks  ago,  where 
theopposiiion  only  number  some  twentyorthirty, 
but  wliere  a  minority  compelled  decency  and  de- 
corum toward  itself  and  from  its  adversaries.  M. 
Ilouland,  the  Minister  of  State,  in  a  reply  to  M. 
Jules  Favre,  had  charged  the  latter  with  "dis- 
loyalty," as  arrogant  members  frequently  charge 
it  here.  The  moment  the  word  was  uttered  the 
whole  opposition  rose  to  their  feet  and  protested 
against  it  as  unparliamentary.  The  minister  was 
forced  to  retract.  That  small  opposition  felt, asM. 
Jules  Favre  said,  "  We  are  buta  small  number  in 
this  inclosure,  but  we  have  behind  us  all  France  !" 

We  upon  this  side  may  yet  be  taught  to  emulate 
the  courageous  opposition  in  the  French  Cham- 
bers, and  thus  save  ourselves  from  indignity  and 
our  friends  at  home  from  insult.  Day  by  day 
liere  we  have  insults  like  those  of  the  French  min- 
ister, with  the  permission  of  the  Speaker,  and 
without  suggestion  that  it  is  a  violation  of  parlia- 
mentary law.  Week  after  week  the  foulest  im- 
putations are  heaped  upon  the  Democratic  mem- 
bers, charging  them  with  disloyalty  and  treason, 
and  we  have  no  recourse  except  to  hurl  the  slan- 
ders back  from  whence  they  came.  We  had  it 
to-day  from  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  I 
need  not  say  thatsuch  charges  applied  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  and  its  Representatives  are  false, 
through  and  through  false.  The  members  upon  the 
other  side  know  it.  It  is  not  only  in  violation  of 
fair  and  orderly  debate  to  make  such  charges,  but 
it  is  leprous  with  mendacity  from  top  to  toe.  I 
scorn  to  defend  the  patriotism  of  our  constituen- 
cies. There  never  was  a  truer  body  of  men  in 
any  country.  They  love,  as  no  word  of  mine  can 
express  it,  the  Government  as  made  by  our  fath- 
ers; they  have  never  failed  in  genuine  and  gen- 
erous devotion  to  the  whole  country,  and  to  all  its 
institutions,  local  and  Federal;  they  number  to- 
day a  million  and  a  half  of  men.  At  least  that 
number  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  even  in  the 
late  elections  in  the  northern  States,  when,  too, 
we  failed  to  achieve  success;  and  failed,  sir,  be- 
cause of  these  very  slanders  proclaimed  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere,  for  whicli  I  repeat  you  shall 
bo  held  responsible.  Tlioy  are  a  people  who  love 
law  and  order;  but  if  these  fail,  they  will  jirotect 
their  persons,  homes,  [iroperty,  and  lives  at  all 
hazards.  It  makes  my  blood  boil  to  road  the  ac- 
counts we  have  from  the  West;  such  outrages 
as  tlios(!  committed  in  Greenville,  Ohio,  but  the 
other  day,  wIumi  a  Democratic  ])ress  was  de- 
stroyed, and  ill  Dayton,  where  a  similar  attempt 
was  made,  in  Lancaster,  in  northern  Ohic),  and 
other  places,  all  done  under  the  influence  of  slan- 
ders uttered  by  men  following,  perhaps,  the  ex- 
ample of  the  jn-ocious  member  from  Iowa 
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The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  will  ob- 
serve the  rules  of  order. 

Mr.  COX.  Icalledhim  "  precious, "but  I  will 
lake  that  back. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
be  allowed  to  go  on,  and  that  I  shall  have  the  op- 
poriuiiity  to  reply. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  proceoil  in  onier. 

Mr.  COX.  Oh,  well;  I  may  as  well  give  up 
the  floor  a^jain  to  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Bliss.] 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  object  to  that.  I  claim 
the  floor. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  yields  the  floor  the  Chair  awards 
It  to  the  gentleman  from  Iowa. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bliss]  yielded 
the  floor  to  iiis  colleague  only  temporarily. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  have  accepted  in  no  other 
way: 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  did  not  so 
undcr.stand  it.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Cox]  claimed  the  floor.  The  Chair  asked  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bliss]  if  he  yielded  to  his 
colleague,  to  which  he  replied  in  the  afiirmative. 
The  Chair  then  awarded  the  floor  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cox.] 

Mr.  BLISS.  Allow  me  to  say  one  word.  The 
Chair  aslced  me  if  I  yielded  the  floor  to  my  col- 
league, and  my  reply  was  that  I  would  yield  to 
him  for  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  was  a  party  to  no  such 
agreement. 

Mr.  COX.  That  was  the  understanding.  I 
would  not  have  taken  the  floor  from  my  colleague 
upon  any  other. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  did  not  so  un- 
derstand it.  The  gentleman  from  Iowa  is  enti- 
tled to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Bliss]  certainly  only  temporarily  yielded  to 
his  colleague. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  say  that 
there  must  be  an  understanding  stated  so  that  the 
Chair  can  hear  it,  and  stated  by  the  Chair  so  that 
the  committee  can  hear  it,  before  it  can  be  recog- 
nized. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Bliss]  states  distinctly  that  he  yielded  only 
upon  these  conditions. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  did  not  hear 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  make  the  remark.  The 
gentleman  from  Oiiio  furthest  from  the  Chair 
claimed  his  right  to  the  floor  originally,  and  the 
Chair  understood  his  colleague  to  yield  to  that 
claim. 

Mr.  BLISS.  I  only  yielded  the  floor  on  the 
condition  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  COX.  I  rise  to  another  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Iowa  has  once  spoken  upon 
this  question,  and  is  not  entitled  to  the  floor  while 
any  oilipr  eentkrnan  desires  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  Older,  and  would  otherwise  award  the 
floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bliss] 
upon  the  statement  he  has  made.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

iVIr.  GRINNELL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  yi'ld  me  the  floor  for  five  minutes. 

Mr.  BLISS.  The  gentleman  from  Iowa  un- 
dertook to  take  the  floor  from  me  by  discourtesy, 
and  I  must  dpcline  to  yield  to  him. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  beg  the  gentleman  to  ob- 
serve that  I  (lid  not  refuse  him  any  courtesy.  I 
sought  the  floor,  and  it  was  awarded  to  me  bv  the 
Chair.  ' 

Mr.  BLISS.     I  decline  to  yield  the  floor. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

CAUSES  OF  THE  WAU. 

Mr.  BLISS.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  propose, accord- 
ing to  the  cu.siom  of  this  House  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  t1»e  state  of  the  Union, 
to  submit  some  remarks  upon  the  message  and 
proclamation  of  the  President  which  were  com- 
municated to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  and  to  briefly  con.sider  some 
topics  presented  therein,  which  are  of  vast  im- 
portance to  the  millions  of  people  who  are  rcprc- 
Bented  upon  this  floor.  The  message  and  proc- 
lamation, Qommunicated  together,  and  involving 
the  name  subjects,  are  substnntinllv  one  docu- 


ment, and  in  my  remarks  will  be  so  treated.  The 
subjects  therein  presented  are  such  as  give  rise  to 
the  widest  difference  of  political  opinion  possible 
among  our  people — a  portion  of  whom,  and  prob- 
ably a  majority  of  this  body, profess  to  receive  the 
present  and  future  policy  declared  by  the  Presi- 
dent with  satisfaction,  and  some  with  admiration; 
while  all  rational  mcji,wlio  have  not  been  indoc- 
trinated with  the  revolutionary  views  of  the  so- 
called  Republican  party,  contemplate  them  with 
amazement  and  fear,  and  well  may  they  tremble 
in  view  of  such  enormous  assumptions  of  un- 
granted  power. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  in 
better  times  was  admitted  to  be  the  paramount 
law  of  this  land,  in  defining  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  President,  provides  that — 

"  He  shall  from  time  to  lime  give  to  the  Congress  Inform- 
ation of  tlie  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  sucli  measures  as  he  sliall  judge  necessary 
and  expedient." 

In  accordance  .with  this  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution many  statesmanlike  papers,  under  the 
title  of  message,  were  by  former  Presidents  con> 
municated  to  Congress,  and  thence  to  the  people 
at  large.  They  exhibited  the  onward  march  of  an 
exceedingly  happy  and  prosperous  peo])le  toward 
the  attainment  of  unexampled  dignity  and  power. 
In  times  of  peace  and  in  times  of  war  they  showed 
the  admirable  working  of  our  wise  and  beneficent 
Government.  The  well-adjusted  powers  of  the 
Constitution  were  found  to  be  sufiicient  for  every 
national  emergency.  The  Chief  Magistrate  had 
no  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  even  doubtful  pow- 
ers. It  is  refreshing  to  withdraw  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, for  a  brief  space,  our  contemplations  from 
the  present  condition  to  read  anew  those  glowing 
descriptions  of  the  country's  prosperity.  But 
those  halcyon  days  of  the  Republic  are  past,  and 
a  message  of  a  different  type  now  claims  our  con- 
sideration. 

The  President  is  not  required  to  inform  Con- 
gress of  the  facts  as  to  the  condition  or  integrity 
of  what  was  once  the  Union — its  broken  fragments 
are  as  visible  to  us  as  to  him — but  the  duty  of  his 
office  is,  by  the  application  of  the  wisdom  and 
statesmanship  which  his  position  guaranties  that 
he  shall  possess,  to  advise  the  legislative  depart- 
ment and  the  people  of  the  best  and  surest  means 
of  rescuing  the  country  from  a  terrible  dilemma 
in  which  it  has  no  aid  of  pastexperience;  to  show 
the  means,  if  such  there  be,  by  which  that  Union 
to  which  the  Constitution  calls  his  attention,  and 
which  has  crumbled  under  his  guardianship,  may 
be  restored.  I  do  not  call  upon  the  President  to 
give  a  history  of  the  concatenated  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  dissolution.  I  do  not  think  that 
it  would  be  a  pleasant  task  for  him  to  write  the 
narrative,  nor  do  I  think  it  would  be  sufiiciently 
authentic  when  written. 

It  would  be  profitable,  however,  for  us  all  to 
pause  and  consider  the  causes  which  have  brought 
our  country  to  its  present  unfortunate  condition, 
and  to  arise  from  the  reflection  with  a  solemn 
purpose  to  recognize  the  instructive  truths  of  our 
liistory,  and,  without  party  passion  or  selfish- 
ness, which  we  cannot  afford  to  indulge  in  these 
times,  to  set  ourselves  by  common  consent  about 
the  work  of  replacing  the  Government  upon  its 
old  foundations,  to  the  end  that  its  old  prosperity 
may  revive. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  deternniningthe  source 
of  the  evil.  It  is  the  temporary  success  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation  of  principles  and  policy 
which  are  in  irreconcilable  antagonism  to  the 
Government.  Upon  that  antagonism  the  present 
Administrationcame  into  power, and  thus  itmny 
be  seen  what  force  has  begotten,  a  purpose  to 
change  the  principles  of  the  Goverirment  into  con- 
formity to  the  notions  and  advantages  of  a  suc- 
cessful "jiarty.  If  an  intelligent  stranger  desired 
to  discover  the  root  of  our  national  dirficultics,  he 
would  naturally  inquire  into  the  history,  charac- 
ter, and  action  of  the  political  ]iarties  into  which 
our  [leople  have  been  divided.  He  would  readily 
ascertain  that  the  party  called  Democratic  had 
administered  the  Government  with  great  success 
from  its  early  years, and  with  but  little  interrup- 
tion, and  had  on  all  occasions  adhered  strictly  to 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  se- 
cured to  the  nation  the  blessings  vvlfich,  faith- 
fully supported,  it  was  competent  to  bestow.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  would  learn  the  history  of  a 
party  of  perpetual  opposition,  constantly  vilify- 


ing the  administration  of  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Monroe,  Jackson,  and  of  the  later  Democratic 
Presidents,  chameleonizing  itself  as  often  as  its 
inflexible  purpose  of  opposition  required.  He 
would  learn  also  how  all  ojiposition  to  that  party 
was  unavailing  while  anything  like  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution  and  Government  were 
acknowledged;  and  this  researcli  would  bring 
him  down  with  the  current  of  events  to  about  the 
time  of  the  Chicago  convention,  where  form  and 
effectwere  given  to  the  anti-democratic  sentiment 
to  achieve  a  victory  over  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  to  verify  the  apprehensions  of  our 
great  statesman,  now  gone,  who,  in  words  as  true 
as  inspired  prophecy,  foretold  the  dangers  of  a 
sectional  party's  success.  And  there  I  leave  the 
supposed  inquirer  with  his  conclusion  to  be  in- 
ferred. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1860,  a  party  recently 
yclept  Republican  assembled  in  convention  at 
Chicago  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  United  States  That  memorable  con- 
vention was  composed  of  specimens  of  all  the  dis- 
integrated factional  organizations,  which,  under 
too  many  names  to  be  here  recited,  had  heretofore 
been  fighting  against  the  gallant  and  successful 
Democracy.  The  newly  aggregated  party  was 
strong  in  numbers  and  dangerous  in  its  reckless 
aspiration  for  success.  It  was  said  by  a  maximist 
of  the  olden  time,  that  the  hotiest  men  of  a  nation 
were  too  strong  for  the  rogues;  but  he  lived  in  too 
early  an  age  to  see  the  demonstrations  of  our  later 
times.  That  convention  perceived  the  imprudence 
of  placing  in  nomination  any  man  who  had  been 
conspicuous  in  his  opposition  to  the  great  prin- 
ciples which  had  so  often  been  sustained  by  the 
people  at  the  ballot-box  in  the  defeat  of  their  can- 
didates. They  had  learned  shrewdness  by  expe- 
rience, and  following  its  suggestions,  ignored  the 
cliaims  of  their  statesmen,  who,  in  their  extensive 
dealing  in  political  affairs,  now  made  records  by 
which  they  might  be  judged.  So  the  hopes  of 
our  learned  Secretary  of  Slate  and  of  the  accom- 
plished Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  hack 
only  is  green  while  his  head  is  supposed  to  be  ripe, 
both  of  whom  it  was  understood  aspired  to  the 
nomination,  were  adjudged  to  be  too  conspicuous 
to  insure  success;  and  this  I  give  as  a  part  of  the 
solution  of  the  problem  of  the  presidential  milk 
in  the  Lincoln  cocoanut. 

The  effective  element  employed  in  the  campaign 
was  anti-slavery — unmixed  and  unadulterated  ab- 
olitionism— looking  to  no  consequences,  except 
todefy  them,eml)arrassed  by  none  of  the  ordinary 
questions  of  State  policy  or  political  economy. 
Reason  and  argument  were  to  be  conquered  by 
concentrated  fanaticism. 

When  the  struggling  Democrats  cried  out  for 
Douglas  and  the  Union,  and  admonished  them 
that  their  success  as  a  sectional  party  arrayed  in 
deadly  hostility  to  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
southern  States  would  lead  to  the  disruption  of 
the  Union,  they  returned  only  scoffs  for  answer, 
and  stimulated  their  idolatry  by  worshiping  short 
pieces  of  rails  as  the  veritable  rails  which  their 
candidate  had  split. 

When  the  unfortunate  rupture  occurred  in  the 
Charleston  convention,  the  Republicans  hailed 
the  event  with  greatjoy  asa  harbinger  of  their  suc- 
cess. What  effect  it  might  have  upon  the  stability 
of  the  Union  was  with  them  an  inferior  consider- 
ation; they  only  contemplated  its  effect  upon  the 
election. 

Under  these  circumstances,  which  are  well 
known  to  the  country,  the  Chicago  nominee  was 
elected  by  a  minority  vote  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  That  his  election  was  a  triumph 
of  northern  sectional  principles  is  none  the  less 
true  because  it  might  have  been  prevented  by  the 
cordial  coaction  of  the  southern  with  the  north- 
ern Democrats.  That  coaction  was  prevented 
by  the  supposed  permanent  predominance  of  ab- 
olitionism in  the  North.  Nearly  all  of  the  free 
States  were  under  Republican  ruh;,  and  had  en- 
acted legislation  against  the  constitutional  rights 
of  the  South.  It  must  be  admitted,  because  it  is 
true,  that  the  arrogant  and  unlawful  invasions  of 
the  predominating  party  in  the  North  had  led  the 
southern  people  to  believe  that  under  that  pre- 
dominance they  could  by  no  possibility  enjoy  the 
guarantied  privilege  of  the  Constitution.  In  this 
they  were  undoubtedly  right,  but  they  were  wrong 
in  the  belief  that  the  conservative  principles  of  the 
Democracy  were  prostrated  beyond  the  hope  of 
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redemption  in  the  North,  I  believe  that  had  they 
Btood  and  acted  in  good  faith  with  the  northern 
conservatives,  who  were  friends  alike  to  all  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  victory  would  ere  long  have 
rewarded  the  common  effort  and  purged  the  north- 
ern counsels  of  the  abolition  malady.  The  elec- 
tion of  Douglas,  if  it  had  not  settled  the  slavery 
controversy,  would  at  least  have  beaten  down  the 
demon,  and  the  country  would  have  been  com- 
paratively quiet  for  a  while.  We,  therefore,  of 
the  free  States  who  never  sought  to  abridge  the 
rights  of  any  section,  or  to  interfere  with  its  local 
institutions,  have  much  more  right  to  complain 
of  the  defection  of  the  southern  people  than  have 
those  who  by  a  long  and  persistent  practice  of 
aggressions  upon  them  provoked  them  to  their 
criminal  act. 

The  Presidentelect  in  due  time  took  upon  him- 
self the  functions  of  his  high  office  with  many 
of  the  political  ideas  which  Americans  naturally 
derive  from  the  principles  of  our  Government; 
and  although  of  strong  abolition  proclivities  he 
seemed  to  have  little  conception  of  the  extreme 
requirements  which  would  be  made  of  him  by 
the  party  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  his  posi- 
tion. He  seemed  to  see  this  Government  as  or- 
ganized under,  and  with  powers  limited  and  de- 
fined by,  a  written  Constitution.  The  miserable 
subterfuge  of  a  war  power,  by  which  a  sworn 
officer  could  innocently  violate  liis  oath ,  and  hold 
in  contempt  all  the  laws  of  his  country,  had  not 
then  been  invented.  He  saw  not,  because  there 
wasnot,any  by-path  by  which  to  travel  around  the 
plain  dfctates  of  the  Constitution.  So,  when  civil 
war  ensued,  the  people  were  called  upon  to  in- 
cur the  hardships  and  dangers  of  the  long  march, 
and  the  battle-field,  and  all  that  constitutes  "  the 
tug  of  war,"  to  "restore-  the  Union,"  which  still 
existed  in  law,  although  it  was  broken  in  fact — not 
to  pave  the  way  for  a  new  regime  which  should 
open  the  territories  of  the  South  to  northern  plun- 
derers; it  was  to  "enforce  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws,"  which  were  claimed  on  all  hands  to  be 
as  obligatory  upon  the  people  of  the  seceded  States 
as  they  had  ever  been.  "To  put  down  the  re- 
bellion:" all  and  each  of  these  forms  of  expres- 
sion imported  the  enforcement  of  simply  consti- 
tutional authority  over  those  subjects  who  were 
in  rebellion  against  aGovernment  to  which  they, 
like  other  citizens,  owed  allegiance.  And  the  Pres- 
ident promised  and  assured  the  people  over  and 
over,  and  declared  to  the  world  through  his  min- 
ister of  State,  that  the  war  should  be  prosecuted 
for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other.  The  President 
seemed  to  be  sincere  in  these  pledges;  to  keep  them 
was  only  his  sworn  duty.  The  people  who  loved 
the  Union  and  were  willing  to  incur  every  ne- 
cessary sacrifice  for  its  preservation  tendered  to 
the  avowed  Union  policy  of  the  President  their 
united  support.  The  military  skill  and  ability  of 
the  country  appertained  principally  to  Democrats, 
who  promptly  tendered  their  services  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  conservative  and  unsectional  men 
of  the  States  rallied  to  the  standard  of  the  Union. 
Half  a  million  men  might  as  well  have  been  had 
as  seventy-five  thousand  at  the  first  call.  Such 
was  the  spirit  of  the  war  then — such  was  the  spirit 
of  the  President's  proclamations  then.  Alas!  to 
whatunknown  quarter  has  that  spirit  fled.'  Where 
is  the  fulfillment  of  the  pledge.?  Where  is  the 
motive  to  vindicate  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.' 
Where  the  purpose  to  restore  the  Union.' 
"Gone,  glimmering  through  tlie  dreams  of  things  that  were." 

In  that  portion  of  the  message  which  is  given 
under  the  name  of  proclamation,  as  well  as  in  the 
message  proper,  the  Presidentassumes an  entirely 
new  position  upon  all  the  important  political  con- 
siderations which  have  grown  out  of  the  war. 
He  takes  upon  himself  the  arbitrament  of  all  the 
civil  rights  of  the  people  of  the  States  which  have 
been  or  may  be  conquered  by  the  arms  of  the 
Federal  Government,  claiming  for  himself  the 
power  to  dictate  the  form  and  character  of  the  go v- 
ernments,  the  creation  of  which,  by  what  is  called 
the  process  of  reconstruction,  will  be  permitted 
by  the  Executive,  and  also  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions upon  which  such  governments  may  be 
formed  and  become  States  of  the  Union.  They 
are  to  be  governments  not,  in  the  language  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  "  deriving  theirjust 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,"  but 
govornmonts  imposed  upon  the  people  by  the  om- 
nipotence of  the  President.  The  President  con- 
sents that  the  new  States  thus  to  be  produced  may 


take  the  names  and  geographical  limits  of  the  old 
States,  but  the  plan  and  principle  of  their  forma- 
tion as  proposed  is  as  thoroughly  anti-republican 
as  it  is  absurd  and  impracticable.  Perceiving  that 
no  considerable  portion  of  the  southern  people 
will  voluntarily  comply  with  his  proposal  to  them 
to  abandon  their  constitutional  rights  in  reference 
to  slave  labor,  and  take  oaths  to  sustain  his  eman- 
cipation proclamations,  the  President  announces 
the  strange  purpose  of  sustaining  and  enforcing 
such  governments  whenever  a  small  minority — 
one  tenth  of  the  voters  of  a  seceded  State — siiall 
elect  to  comply  with  his  aforesaid  terms.  Such 
a  scheme  is  subversive  of  all  our  ideas  of  a  popu- 
lar republican  government,  the  sovereignty  of  a 
State  being  committed  not  to  the  people  to  be 
exercised  by  the  voice  of  a  majority,  but  to  the 
inconsiderable  fraction  of  one  tenth  of  the  people. 
It  would  of  course  require  a  huge  army  in  every 
such  State  to  preserve  such  a  flagitious  govern- 
ment, and  its  maintenance,  if  it  were  possible, 
which  it  clearly  is  not,  would  be  at  the  sacrifice 
of  every  principle  of  the  Constitution  and  of 
human  liberty. 

That  there  may  be  factions  of  men  in  the  se- 
ceded States,  consisting  of  the  original  inhabit- 
ants and  corrupt  northern  miscreants  who  will 
betake  themselves  thither  to  share  in  the  mighty 
plunderof  Commonwealths,  is  rendered  probable 
by  the  eagerness  with  which  a  great  predomina- 
ting party  seizes  upon  and  cherishes  the  elements 
and  policy  of  disorganization  and  ruin.  And  is 
such  to  be  the  fruit  of  executive  proclamations.' 
Why,  sir,  there  was  a  time  when  proclamations 
from  the  highest  authority  called  upon  us  as  a  peo- 
ple favored  of  Heaven  to  assemble  to  express  our 
thanks  to  a  beneficent  Providence  for  His  bless- 
ings, to  observe  the  solemn  ordinances  of  fasting 
and  prayer,  or  to  perform  some  high  political  duty 
involved  in  our  relations  totheState;  butnow  they 
come  careering  in  their  wild  course  through  the 
political  firmament  like  comets  in  the  heavens, 
rushing  through  the  constellations  without  any 
fixed  orbit.  They  come  to  herald  the  disorgan- 
ization and  crash  of  our  political  system. 

What  has  occurred  of  late,  I  ask,  to  confer  upon 
the  President, orany  other  citizen,  this  enormous 
power  to  deal  with  the  very  framework  of  our 
Government  as  he  pleases?  Pie  has  declared,  on 
divers  occasions  and  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
since  his  inauguration  and  during  the  war,  that 
he  had  no  legal  power  to  abolish  slavery,  and 
pledged  himself  to  the  faithful  execution  of  the 
fugitive  slave  law.  We  are  obliged  from  his  own 
words  to  take  it  as  admitted  by  him  that  he  has 
no  warrant  of  law  for  the  late  edicts  which  he  has 
proclaimed.  I  know  that  a  certain  class  of  higher- 
law  men,  more  inventive  than  the  President,  harp 
and  carpabout  what  they  call  a  war  power,  which, 
as  they  claim,  relieves  the  Administration  from 
all  the  injunctions  and  restrictions  of  the  para- 
mount law  of  the  realm,  and  that  by  the  force  of 
extreme  pressure,  accomplished  by  persuasions 
and  menaces,  they  have  misled  the  President  to 
depart  from  the  constitutional  policy  which  he 
promised  to  observe.  To  their  influence  we  may 
impute  the  suspension,  or  rather  the  annihilation, 
of  the  habeas  corpus,  the  trammeling  and  over- 
throw of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts,  the  sup- 
pression of  the  freedom  of  the  press,  the  denial 
to  private  citizens  of  the  protection  of  their  own 
laws,  their  arrest  without  process  or  charge,  even , 
of  treason  or  other  crime  defined  by  law,  their 
cruel  imprisonment  and  banishment  for  no  other 
cause  than  the  exercise  of  free  speech  in  criticis- 
ing the  policy  and  conduct  of  the  agents  in  whose 
hands  the  people  have  temporarily  confided  the 
defined  powers  of  the  Government.  That  extrav- 
agant sentiment  is  often  expressed  on  this  floor. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who  repre- 
sents the  great  manufacturing  city  of  that  State, 
and  who  has  maintained  a  high  standing  in  the 
legal  profession,  in  a  speech  recently  delivered 
in  this  House,  said: 

"  The  war  power  of  the  Constitution  is  equivalent  to  the 
Roman  dictatorship.  It  is,  however,  here  as  there,  the  ex- 
treme medicine  of  the  Constitution,  and  not  its  daily  bread. 
The  mission  of  a  republic  is  peace  ;  war  is  a  state  of  vio- 
lcnc(^  I'o  conduct  an  army  upon  the  principles  of  re- 
publican equality  would  be  fatal  to  all  subordination  and 
discipline.  For  such  an  exigency  as  this  the  normal  con- 
dition of  the  Republic  will  not  serve.  Its  very  orgnnization 
would  forbid  it.  War  is  anti-republican  in  lis  eO'i.'cts,  and 
can  only  bo  successfully  waged  on  anti-republican  prin- 
ciples. While  it  prevails,  <Ae  law  itself  must  almost  neces- 
sarily be  silent." 


If  these  words  have  any  significance  they  mean 
that  the  Constitution  invests  the  President  in  time 
of  war  with  unlimited  dictatorial  power — power 
over  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  is  wonderful  how  the  heated  furnace  of 
party  politics  operates  upon  men's  opinions.  If 
a  student,  three  years  ago,  under  examination  by 
a  committee  of  lawyers,  had  expressed  such  an 
opinion,  he  could  not  have  been  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  any  county  court  in  the  United  States. 

In  answer  to  these  extravagantand  illogical  as- 
sumptions which,  once  admitted,  would  transform 
an  officer  of  the  Government  of  strictly  limited 
powers  into  a  despot  of  unlimited  powers,  it  ia 
only  necessary  to  refer  to  that  Constitution  which 
is  authoratively  declared  to  be  the  paramount  law 
in  war  and  peace,  and  which  declares  that  no 
power  beyond  the  letter  of  its  grant  exists  in  or 
can  be  exercised  by  the  Federal  Government  or 
its  officers. 

The  eleventh  clause  of  the  eighth  section  of 
article  one  of  the  Constitution  declares  that — 

"  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  war,  grant 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  make  rules  concerning 
captures  on  land  and  water." 

The  twelfth  clause  adds: 

"  To  raise  and  support  armies,  but  no  appropriation  of 
money  to  that  use  shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two 

years." 

The  thirteenth: 
"  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy." 
The  fourteenth: 

"To  make  rules  for  thegovernment  and  regulation  of  th« 
land  and  naval  forces." 

Fifteenth: 

"  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions." 

Sixteenth: 

"To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 
the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to 
the  States  respectively  the  appoinlment  of  the  offi.;ers,  and 
the  authority  of  training  the  militia  according  tathe  die- 
cipline  prescribed  by  Congress." 

In  the  foregoing  clauses  of  the  Constitution  is 
contained  the  war  power,  and  the  only  war  power 
there  is  in  this  nation.  It  is  vested  in  Congress 
and  not  in  the  President.  In  war  he  docs  not 
rightfully  become  a  dictator,  for  the  seventh  clause 
of  section  one  of  the  second  article  provides  in 
reference  to  the  President  as  follows: 

"  Before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  shall 
take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation:  'I  do  solemnly 
swear  (oraffirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  will  to  the  best  of  my 
ability  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.'" 

So  the  Constitution,  and  not  its  sworn  vassal 
and  supporter,  is  the  dictator.  Immediately  fol- 
lowing the  form  and  requisition  of  the  oath  in 
the  first  clause  of  section  two  of  the  last-named 
article,  the  military  powerof  the  sworn  President 
is  thus  defined: 

"  The  President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  States,  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  States." 

The  obligation  of  the  oath  extends  to  all  the 
official  action  of  the  President,  either  as  a  military 
commander  pr  an  executive  officer  of  the  general 
laws.  No  man  in  the  Government  is  bound  by 
stronger  obligations  than  he  to  act  in  subservi- 
ency to  the  law.  So  much  for  the  painted  bubble 
and  dishonest  pretense  of  a  war  power  which 
makes  a  sworn  subordinate  superior  to  the  Con- 
stitution. Sir,  if  the  framers  of  that  wise  instru- 
ment were  still  in  life  can  you  not  imagine  with 
what  deep  disgust  they  would  hear  such  heresies 
proclaimed  by  degenerate  posterity  upon  the  floor 
of  the  Congress  which  they  established? 

A  special  pretense  is  assumed  by  the  party  in 
power  as  a  sufficient  justification  for  the  uncon- 
stitutional acts  of  the  Administration  in  mana- 
ging the  public  policy.  It  is  the  pretense  that  sla- 
very in  the  States  was  and  is  the  culpable  cause 
of  the  war,  and  that  slavery,  therefore,  must  be 
abolished  at  all  hazards  as  a  condition  of  peace. 
It  is  a  convenient  apology  for  revolutionists.  It 
is  inculcated  by  their  press,  in  their  sermons,  and 
speeches;  it  is  lieard  in  this  body  and  in  the  Sen- 
ate. But  the  falsehood  of  theassertiou  is  appar- 
ent to  any  man  wh-o  is  willing  to  think  rigiitly 
upon  the  subject.  It  might  as  reasonably  be  said 
that  money  is  the  cause  of  robbery,  larceny,  and 
many  other  crimes;  that  human  existence  is  the 
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cause  of  murders.  The  right  of  the  people  ofccr- 
tain  States  in  slave  labor  was  recognized  and  guar- 
antied by  the  Constitution,  and  is  so  to-day  if  the 
Government  of  the  Unitecl  States  has  an  exist- 
ence. Wlien  this  fact  was  regarded  we  had  no 
civil  war  or  tendency  to  war.  The  free  States 
grew  and  prospered,  and  the  slave  States  kept 
pace  with  them  in  the  onward  march  of  prosper- 
ity, dignity,  and  empire.  The  unprccedentcil  de- 
velopment, eX|)ansion,  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try under  the  Government  of  1787  proves  that 
there  was  no  element  in  its  Constitution  hostile  to 
its  dignity,  or  progress,  or  perpetuity.  Before  it 
was  shattered  by  northern  fanatical  sectionalism 
it  had  accomplished  more  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind than  all  other  existing  Governments  in  the 
world.  It  needed  only  the  fealty  of  its  subjects 
to  be  immortal. 

Sir,  I  have  witnessed  the  progress  of  abolition- 
ism from  the  very  commencement  of  its  career  in 
this  country.  Long  before  the  number  of  its  dev- 
otees had  become  sufficient  to  invest  it  with  polit- 
ical influences,  those  devotees  seemed  to  exclude 
from  their  thoughts  every  political  consideration 
except  the  abstract  idea  that  slavery  in  the  States 
must  be  abolished.     That  one  absorbing  thought 

foverned  all  their  politiral  action.  They  waited, 
ut  not  inactively  or  vainly,  for  the  time  to  come 
when  they  should  be  strong  enough  to  induce 
some  party  to  secure  their  additional  strength  by 
helping  them  to  accomplisli  their  object.  Meet- 
ings of  a  semi-religious  character,  consisting  of 
great  numbers,  were  at  length  held,  in  which  ex- 
pert lecturers  ap]iealcd  to  the  sympathies  of  the 
people,  giving  the  most  exaggerated  and  false  ac- 
counts of  slavery  and  the  cruelty  of  slaveholders, 
assailing  the  Constitution  and  Union  as  works  of 
the  devil,  vilifying  Washington  and  other  pa- 
triots of  his  time  as  man-stcalcrs,  singing  disun- 
ion songs,  into  which  they  had  degraded  the  sa- 
cred hymns  by  parody,  and  finally  closing  the 
exciting  entertainment  with  prayer  to  God  to  aid 
them  in  destroying  the  wicked  Union, and  hurry- 
ing on,  like  an  organized  band  of  showmen,  to  meet 
some  other  congregation  ready  to  be  fanaticized. 
I  saw  the  process  and,  I  think,  the  motive  of  the 
absorjition  of  this  element  of  dissension  and  trea- 
son by  a  great  and  powerful  party,  which  had  dis- 
covered the  efficient  use  to  which  it  could  be  put, 
and  then  I  saw  a  great  portion  of  the  preachers  of 
the  gospel  and  the  congregations  over  which  they 
had  influence  fall  down  before  the  beast  and  wor- 
ship it.  i  saw  it  grow  strong  enough  to  grasp 
the  reins  of  government  in  nearly  all  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  and  then,  as  before  stated, 
came  legislation  in  those  Slates  in  direct  and  in- 
tentional derogation  of  the  known  constitutional 
rights  of  the  peojile  of  the  slave  States.  Judges  in 
my  own  State  made  decisions  against  the  plain 
letter  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
tlie  acts  of  Congress,  when  the  rights  of  southern 
people  were  in  question.  I  will  specify  one  case 
only,  although  1  might  others.  In  the  county  of 
Lorain,  an  abolition  judge,  simply,  1  suppose,  to 
show  his  fealty  to  abolition  at  tlie  expense  of  a 
violation  of  his  official  oath,  charged  a  grand  jury 
to  pay  no  attention  to  any  act  of  Congress  for  the 
rendition  of  fugitive  slaves,  because  all  such  acts 
were  unconstitutional  and  void,  although  he  knew 
that  the  Federal  courts  had  held  them  valid.  In 
that  way,  sir.  the  northern  anti-slavery  men  treated 
the  compromises  of  the  Constitution  on  which  the 
Union  was  based. 

lielieved  of  southern  opposition  it  was  an  easy 
work  for  the  anti-slavery  party  to  win  the  election, 
and  apparently  with  little  care  for  the  evil  conse- 
quences which  might  result  proceeded  to  accom- 
[ilish  tlu'  great  purpose  in  which  alone  they  were 
all  united, of  taking  the  Federal  Government  into 
their  hands.  And  when  they  had  accomplished 
their  object, and  the  well-lounded  fears  of  theirop- 
ponents  that  secession  would  follow  w;\s  realized, 
ma?iy  of  their  politicians  and  the  li'mlcrs  of  the 
abolition  press  received  and  jiublished  the  news  of 
that  secession  and  commented  upon  it  with  all  the 
coolness  of  men  who  realize  the  foreseen  rtsultof 
a  process  which  they  luive  deliberately  applied. 
The  New  YorkTrii)une,  the  great  niouth[)iecc  of 
eastern  abolitionism,  the  Cincinnati  Commercial, 
and  the  Ohio  State  Journal,  two  leadijigaljolition 
paper.s  in  my  State,  were  in  favor  of  submitting  to 
scocH.sion,  proliably  for  the  rCason   (hat  they  re- 

farded  it  as  a  natural  result  of  the  success  they 
ad  helped  to  achieve. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  history  of 
events  what  was  the  cause  of  the  war;  that  it  was 
not  slavery  as  established  by  law,  but  that  anti- 
slavery  as  a  political  element  combining  for  one 
bad  purpose  all  the  incongruous  recusants  to  the 
Constitution  who,  like  the  follov/ers  of  Lucifer, 
Were  ready  to  rebel  against  any  Government  they 
could  notcontrolj'and  acting  upon  the  pretendedly 
humane  policy  of  abolition,  which  is  really  sub- 
versive of  law  and  revolutionary,  was  and  is  the 
cause  of  the  war.  It  begot  secession  and  seces- 
sion involved  war;  therefore  it  is  the  prime  cause 
of  both  evils. 

As  in  these  degenerate  days  repentance  of  sin  is 
decidedly  out  of  fashion  with  the  party  in  power, 
and  as  the  worst  of  Republican  sinners,  when 
rebuked  by  a  Democrat,  are  wont  to  resort  to 
counter  accusation,  and  cry  out  secessionist,  cop- 
perhead, &c.,  I  deem  it  prudent,  by  way  of  self- 
protection,  to  declare  my  views  upon  this  sub- 
ject of  secession.  I  am  not  as  liberal  toward  the 
doctrine  as  the  President  seems  to  have  been 
when,'  as  a  Representative  of  his  district  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  he  made  a  speech  on  this  floor 
in  which,  while  commenting  upon  the  right  of 
the  subjects  of  Government  to  tlirow  off  their  al- 
legiance and  establish  a  new  Government  to  suit 
their  inclinations,  he  said  : 

"  Aiij'  ppople,  anywlicrp,  lieing  inclined  and  having  the 
pnwcr,  have  the  rii^kt  to  rise  up  and  shake  oft  the  existing 
Government  and  form  a  now  one  tliat  suits  them  better. 
This  is  a  most  valuable,  a  most  sacred  right — aright  which, 
wc  liopc  and  believe,  is  to  liberate  the  world.  Nor  is  this 
right  confined  to  cases  in  which  the  whole  people  of  an 
existing  Government  ma^clioose  to  exercise  it.  Any  por- 
tion of  such  people  \hatca71,  may  revolutionize  and  make 
their  own  of  so  much  of  the  territory  as  they  inhabit.  More 
than  this,  a  majority  of  any  portion  of  such  people  may  revo- 
lutionize, puttiug  down  a  7ninorifi/ iuterminglcd  with  or  near 
about  them  who  may  oppose  their  moveu)ents."j 

This  view  of  the  President  carries  the  doctrine 
of  revolution  considerably  further  than  Demo- 
crats ai-e  willing  to  go.  That  a  nation  of  people 
or  a  province  under  the  oppression  of  a  wicked 
Government  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world 
and  before  God,  be  justified  in  resorting  to  revo- 
lution for  the  purpose  of  achieving  independence 
and  liberty,  I  believe.  But  that  forcible  revolu- 
tion is  the  u  i.ioonditional  right  of  a  portion  of  the 
people  of  a  nation  or  the  dependency  of  a  nation, 
to  be  exercised  at  their  mere  pleasui'c,  I  do  not 
believe.  The  justification  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution which  resulted  in  our  national  independ- 
ence was  not  put  upon  any  such  ground.  Seces- 
sion I  believe  to  be  no  more  nor  less  than  revolu- 
tion. In  the  American  sense  of  the  term,  it  is  the 
exercise  of  what  is  claimed  to  be  the  reserved 
right  of  a  Stale  in  the  Federal  Union  to  withdraw 
itself  from^tlic  Confederacy  whenever  the  people 
of  such  State  may  elect  to  do  so,  with  or  without 
any  other  reason  than  their  dcsiic  for  complete 
independence.  I  do  not  admit  the  existence  of  any 
such  right,  nnrasscnt  to  itsassumption.  I  regard 
the  General  Government  of  the  United  States  in 
its  spliere  as  a  unit,  as  verily  such  as  the  govern- 
ment of  a  Stale,  and  that  all  the  people  of  the  States 
owe  it  allegiance  which  it  is  not  at  their  option  to 
revoke. 

In  contemplating  this  subject  I  recognize  two 
crimes,  and  the  relation  between  them:  first,  the 
inciting  ciime  of  invasive  abolitionism;  and  sec- 
ond, the  induced  and  consequent  crime  of  seces- 
sion. They  who  by  their  own  wroi>gs  have  con- 
tributed to  the  latter  crime  should  expect  by  the 
divine  law  to  share  in  its  punishment.  They  are 
not,  1  say  again,  as  well  entitled  to  complain  of  the 
deetl  as  are  those  who  at  all  times  have  abjured 
both  the  incentives  and  the  crime. 

We  of  the  conservative  school  cannot  patiently 
listen  when  we  are  told  that  the  policy  of  restor- 
ing the  Union  upon  its  original  principles  is  merely 
ridiculous.  We  know,  as  experience  has  proved, 
that  it  needs  nothing  but  the  honest  fealty  of  the 
])eople,  which  every  Govcrnmenlrequires,  to  sus- 
tain that  Union.  We  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
policy  of  the  President  and  the  ]iredominnling 
p.arty  in  shaping  the  results  of  military  conquests. 
We  iiavc  no  faith  in  the  proposed  new  system. 
Wc  demand  the  restoration  of  the  Union;  wc  de- 
mand it  because  it  is  our  birthright,  because  we 
have  done  nothing  to  forfeit  that  right,  or  to  incur 
a  dispossession  of  it.  We  demand  it  because  it 
was  many  times  solemnly  promised  to  us,  and 
becinise  uiion  the  faitlTof  ihat  promise  many  thou- 
sands of  Democrats  gave  their  lives  to  enable  the 
Administration  to  perform  it.  The  fleshlcss  bones 


of  our  slaughtered  brethren  can  scarcely  be  ex- 
pected to  remain  quiet  in  their  shallow  graves  if 
the  sacred  bond  be  not  kept.  We  demand  it  be- 
cause the  children  of  the  patriotic  dead  should  not 
be  robbed  of  the  inheritance  for  the  assurance  of 
which  their  fathers  died;  and  we  demand  it  for  the 
further  reason  that  the  best  interests  ofthe  coun- 
try and  of  mankind  require  it. 

Were  such  wise  and  saving  policy  to  be  adopted 
even  at  this  late  day,  and  after  so  many  faithless 
violations  of  pledges  to  abide  by  the  law  and  ab- 
jure revolution,  there  would  be  no  further  neces- 
sity or  apology  for  executive  tinkering  with  the 
governments  ofthe  States.  It  would,  to  be  sure, 
disappoint  the  fanatics  by  defeating  the  insane 
purpose  to  turn  loose  upon  the  country  four  mil- 
lion negroes,  helpless  and  unprovided  for,  and 
entirely  unfitted  for  the  position  intended  to  be 
thrust  upon  them;  but  it  would,  at  the  same  time, 
protect  the  incompetent  negroes  against  the  in- 
human policy  of  depriving  them  of  the  most 
needed,  and  to  them  essential  benefits  of  the  sys- 
tem to  which  they  were  born.  It  might  defeat, 
or  at  least  defer  the  great  philanthropic  design  of 
those  transcendental  abolitionists  who  propose  by 
a  process  which  they  call  "miscegenation,"  a 
word  of  their  scholarly  invention,  to  improve  the 
bone,  skin,  muscle,  hair,  and  brain  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, and  especially  their  own  posterity; 
the  process  being  the  amalgamation  ofthe  inferior 
blood  with  the  superior  blood  of  the  African.  But 
as  this  is  an  exceedingly  ravishing  idea  among  its 
votaries,  and  is  earnestly  propagated  in  lectures 
and  songs,  and  to  some  extent  in  the  pulpit,  it  is 
possible  that  the  return  of  tlie  negro  to  liis  con- 
dition of  servitude  would  only  defer  the  benefits  of 
"  miscegenation"  to  a  time  when  the  philosophy 
ofthe  thing  shall  be  better  comprehended. 

It  might  somewhat  enfeeble  a  certain  party  by 
diminishing  the  contemplated  advantage  of  Afri- 
can supportat  the  ballot-box,  an  advantage  which 
I  could  appreciate  when  I  foimd  the  names  of 
more  than  half  a  hundred  negroes  who  voted  to 
give  the  seat  I  occupy  to  my  opponent  upon  the 
poll-books  of  a  single  precinct  in  my  district. 
Had  there  been  as  many  niore  of  them,  I  should 
not  have  been  here  to  tell  the  story.  I  cannot 
see  that'  these  considerations,  however  important 
some  people  may  regard  them,  should  have  oper- 
ated to  change  the  promised  mode  of  suppressing 
the  rebellion. 

One  more  of  the  objections  to  carrying  out  the 
constitutional  programme  in  disposing  ofthe  re- 
bellion ought  to  be  noticed  before  I  leave  that 
point.  It  would  render  vain  and  fruitless  all  that 
learned  ingenuity  which  has  enabled  a  majority 
of  this  House  to  put  sucli  a  novel  and  before  un- 
heard-of interpretation  upon  the  Constitution, 
that  by  a  sweeping  confiscation  of  southern  es- 
tates and  the  political  disfranchisement  of  their 
owners  the  whole  country  may  fall,  with  just 
compensation  to  nobody,  into  the  hands  of  hu- 
man cormorants  whose  greedy  selfishness  would 
insinuate  itself  between  the  peojileand  a  restora- 
tion of  the  Union. 

It  is  charged  that  we  oppose  the  war  and  seek 
to  embarrass  the  Administration.  The  proposi- 
tion thus  abstractly  stated  is  not  true.  We  op- 
pose perversion  ofthe  war  to  any  purpose  of  party 
aggrandizement,  to  any  pur|iose  of  revolution,  to 
any  ]iurpose  other  than  its  originally  declared  ob- 
ject, to  preserve  the  Constitution,  Government, 
and  Union.  In  the  light  of  a  war  designed  to  ac- 
complish and  able  to  accomplish  this  object,  wc 
never  opposed  it,  nor  did  wc  ever  seek  to  embar- 
rass the  Administration  in  carrying  it  on.  We 
dcprccnied  the  commencement  of  war  and  sought 
through  our  Representatives  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation  to  give  edect  to  the  common  sentiment  of 
the  conservative  portion  ofthe  people  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  measure  of  compromise  and  concilia- 
tion proposed  by  the  pittriotic  Crittenden.  We 
looked  with  strained  eyes  and  hopeii  with  throb- 
bing hearts  for  an  adjustment  upon  that  easy  and 
equitable  liasis,  which  should  avert  the  threatened 
calamity.  We  know  by  the  most  incontroverti- 
ble evidence,  by  the  direct  testimony  of  Dougla.s 
and  Pugli,  that  the  influential  representatives  of 
the  South,  who  held  secession  in  their  hands  aa 
clouds  in  the  troubled  sky  hold  lightning,  were 
willing  to  remain  in  the  Union  if  that  measure  of 
compromise  should  be  adopted  and  the  incoming 
Administration  would  pledge  itself  to  its  faithful 
observance.    The  Democracy,  favoring  the  meas- 
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ure,  gave  it  their  hcnrty  support,  but  visions  of 
ncw-boi'ii  power  and  predotniimting  sovereignty 
controlled  the  Re|iublican  mind.  "No  compro- 
mise with  slavery"  was  their  motto,  not  even  to 
avert  disunion  and  war.  Having  the  controlling 
power  they  rejected  the'proposition.  Secession 
was  soon  accomplished  and  war  came  speedily. 
The  Administration  declared  the  principle  upon 
which  the  war  should  be  conducted.  To  show 
what  that  declaration  was,  as  1  liave  not  the  offi- 
cial records  at  hand,  I  take  the  liberty  to  quote 
from  a  very  able  and  patriotic  message  of  the 
Governor  of  New  Jersey,  recently  communicated 
to  the  Legislature  of  that  State.  Speaking  of  the 
object  of  the  war,  the  Governor  says: 

"  Tliis  oliject  oil  the  pnrt  of  our  Government  was  R.t- 
plicilly  Slated  by  a  resoliilion  passed  unanimously  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  soon  after  llie  coinmencemcnt 
of  hostilities,  ami  which  still  stands  as  tlie  authoritative 
declaration  of  the  popular  branch  of  Congress.  (Uy  pa- 
renthesis I  must  say  that  iftlx!  worlhy  Governor  had  known 
how  many  limes  that  resolution  had  been  laid  on  the  table 
by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  [louse  during  this  session 
he  would  have  omitted  thelattorclanse.)  Thatresohition 
declan.'s  that '  tlio  war  is  not  waged  for  the  purpose  of  ovcr- 
tluowing  or  interfering  with  the  rights  and  established  in- 
.<;titutioiis  of  the  States,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  the 
supreuiacy  of  the  Constitution  and  to  preserve  the  Union, 
with  all  tlie  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  several 
States  unimpaired,  and  tliat  as  soon  as  these  objects  are 
accomplished  the  war  ought  to  cease.'  In  the  publislied 
correspondence  of  the  State  Department  the  same  idea  is 
Ibrcihly  expressed  in  the  following  language  :  '  The  rights 
of  theStates  and  the  condition  of  every  human  being  in 
ihem  will  remain  subject  to  exactly  the  same  laws  and 
forms  of  administration  whether  the  revolution  should  suc- 
ceed or  whether  it  siiall  fail.' "  *  *  *  *  '"In 
the  one  case  the  States  would  be  federally  connected  with 
the  new  confederacy,  iji  the  other  they  would  be,  as  now, 
members  of  the  United  States;  but  their  constitutions  ami 
laws,  customs,  habits,  and  institutions  in  oithor  case  would 
remain  tlie  same.'  In  repudiating  indignantly  any  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  disturb  tlie  institutions 
of  the  States,  the  writer  adds  :  'Any  such  effort  on  his  part 
would  be  unconstitutional,  and  all  his  actions  in  that  di- 
rection would  be  prevented  by  the  judicial  authority  of  the 
United  States,  even  thougli  assented  to  by  Congress  and 
the  people.-'  " 

This  language  has  none  of  the  sound  of  the 
emancipation  proclamation,  nor  of  the  reconstruc- 
tion and  amnesty  proclamation,  which  proposes 
that  one  tenth  of  the  people  of  a  seceded  State, 
complying  with  the  wishes  of  the  President,  and 
surrendering  on  oath  such  legal  rights  as  he  wishes 
them  to  surrender,  shall  be  lielped  to  govern  and 
dominate  over  nine  times  their  number  who  pos- 
sess the  same  constitutional  rights,  according  to 
the  learned  Secretary,  as  the  favored  few.  Ttie 
Dcmoci-ats,  in  keeping  with  the  statesmanlike  sen- 
timents above  quoted,  oppose  all  unconstitutional 
coercion  practiced  to  make  abolition  States  to  be 
ruled  by  a  contemptible  and  purchased  minority, 
at  the  expense  of  the  cardinal  principle  of  free 
government.  They  do  not  contemplate  as  aus- 
picious the  time  when  by  such  corrupt  means 
the  chief  officers  of  our  Government  shall  be  elect- 
ed. They  oppose  all  such  policy  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  war  as  recently  sent  into  the  State  of 
Florida  a  band  of  brave  officers  and  soldiers  to 
further  the  same  objectionable  motive,  if  that 
ready  historian  oftlic  times,  the  public  press,  Ije 
truthful  in  its  declarations.  If  truthful,  sornebody 
must  account  lo  the  country  in  this  world  or  to 
God  in  the  next  for  twelve  hundred  citizens,  or 
more,  as  is  believed,  slaughtered  and  taken  pris- 
oners in  an  unmilitary  enterprise. 

Let  it  be  shown  to  the  conservative  men  of  this 
nation  that  liic  Administration  isdevotedly  intent 
upon  preserving  the  masterly  edifice  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  honestly  makes  war  against  the  se- 
ceded States  for  that  noble  purpose,  and  I  guar- 
anty that  no  Democrat  will  oppose  it.  Any 
diirercnce  of  opinion  which  might  exist  would 
exist  only  as  a  citizen's  private  thought.  And 
even  now,  v/hen  we  ai'e  forced  by  a  weight  of  ev- 
idence which  must  control  the  honest  judgrnent, 
to  believe  that  our  Federal  Government  restored 
to  its  pristine  condition  is  not  the  object  of  the 
parly  which  conducts  the  war,  wo  do  notattempt 
to  throw  any  obstacles  in -its  way.  We  counsel 
no  resistance  to  it;  we  do  not  seek  to  stop  the 
war.  War  is  inaugurated  as  the  policy  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, and  for  reasons  easily  perceived,  it 
can  probably  accomplish  no  object,  good  or  bad, 
except  by  conquest,  and  that  does  not  promise  to 
be  imtniidiate.  With  all  its  usurped  powers  this 
Adminislratinn  rainiot  live  beyotid  its  appointed 
time.  During  the  short  residue  of  the  period  al- 
lotted lo  it,  I,  for  one,  do  not  wish  it  to  arbitrate 
the  future  of  my  country.     If  it  is  said  that  the 


W!ir  was  premature,  let  it  be  recollected  that  peace 
may  be  premature  also.  We  say  if  a  sound  con- 
stitutional party  had  continued  in  the  control  of 
the  Government  there  would  have  been  no  seces- 
sion, no  war;  but  they  are  upon  us  like  destroy- 
ing fiends.  Who  shall  rescue  the  Union  in  this 
emergency.'  Who  shall  adjust  the  terms  of  peace 
which  must  at  some  tiine  succeed  to  war.' 

If  the  present  Administration  should  atijustthe 
terms  of  peace  according  to  the  ideas  which  now 
govern  its  policy,  then  would  be  blighted  forever 
the  hopes  of  all  tiiose  whose  hearts  are  quickened 
by  the  love  of  free  and  populargovernment.  I  be- 
lieve that  v/ith  the  Democracy  in  power  successful 
negotiations  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union  could 
be  had;  but,  manifestly,  under  the  present  Ad- 
ministration no  such  negotiations  can  be  had,  nor 
if  they  were  practicable  would  they  be  adopted, 
for  the  Administration  is  committed  to  the  revo- 
lutionary scheme  of  reconstruction  and  again.st 
the  Union. 

I  know  the  awful  burdens  and  expense  of  the 
war,  as  well  as  a  finite  capacity  can  comprehend 
what  is  so  near  the  infinite.  But  as  a  lessor  evil 
I  would  suffer  even  its  further  accumulations, 
during  the  time  of  abeyance,  as  tlie  only  means 
whereby  the  people,  in  the  exercise  of  their  con- 
stitutional right,  if  that  right  be  not  forcibly  taken 
from  them,mayinstitutean  Administration  whose 
advent  will  assure  the  accomplishment  c»f  their 
great  desire.  The  olive-branch  of  peace,  which 
it  has  been  well  said  should  accompany  the  sword 
of  war,  has  been  ignored  in  all  of  this  bloody  war 
of  ours.  The  maxim  athousand  times  expressed 
is,  "No  iT^gotiation  until  the  last  rebel  lays  down 
hisarms."  Whatamalicioussentiment!  Whynot 
negotiate  on  just  and  honorable  terms  to  induce 
tlic  enemy  to  lay  down  his  arms.'  Will  you  send 
millions  of  your  fellow-citizens  to  the  slaughter 
upon  a  mere  point  of  etiquette.'  Let  a  people 
whose  moral  and  political  senses  are  awakened 
correct  this  evil  at  the  ballot-box. 

Inasmuch  as  t  have  undertaken  to  comment 
somewhatupon  the  conduct  of  the  war,  I  feel  con- 
strained to  allude  to  another  matter  of  great  mo- 
ment which  has  stricken  the  public  mind  with 
surprise  and  regret,  and  weakened  the  confidence 
of  many  in  the  integrity  of  the  Administration. 

I  said  heretofore  in  my  remarks  thatatthe  com- 
mencement of  the  war  the  principal  military  talent 
and  accomplishmentof  thecountr)'  was  possessed 
by  men  belonging  to  the  Democratic  party.  I 
repeat  the  assertion ,  not  for  the  purpose  of  boast- 
ing, but  because  it  becomes  an  important  consid- 
eration when  we  seek  for  an  explanation  of  the  as- 
tonishing course  which  has  been  pursued  by  the 
President  in  relation  to  the  command  of  our  ar- 
mies. TJiose  Dernocrats  of  military  capacity  were 
among  the  first  to  proffer  their  services  to  the  Ad- 
ministration to  aid  in  putting  down  the  rebellion 
and  restoring  the  supremacy  of  the  Government 
and  the  Union.  They  did  not  suppose  that  they 
would  be  compelled  to  don  thccoinplexion  of  the 
Ethiop  to  save  their  epaulets,  nor  tiiat  their  tac- 
tics would  be  overruled  by  one  having  no  military 
knowledge  whatever,  though  the  Constitution  had 
added  to  his  civil  function  the  theoretic  capacity 
of  Commander-in-Chief.  Foremost  among  these 
men  who  hastened  to  the  standard  of  their  coun- 
try, mapped  out  the  war,  planned  itscuntpaigns, 
and  laitl  down  the  sagacious  strategy  which,  if 
supported  and  notinterrupted,  would  haveaccom- 
plished  the  people's  object,  was  that  distinguished 
general  whose  name  is  so  honorably  associated 
with  the  campaigns,  battles,  and  strategy  which 
resulted  in  the  reconquestand  restoration  of  West 
Virginia;  who  saved  against  the  persistent  assaults 
of  vastly  superior  forces,  against  the  violation  of 
faith  by  the  Administration  to  which  he  looked 
in  vain  for  promised  support,  that  most  gallant 
of  all  modern  armies,  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 
Under  the  command  of  any  general  of  less  than 
the  highcstmilitary  capacity  that  army  would  have 
been  lost.  Thanks  for  its  preservation  are  due 
only  to  the  great  ability  and  watchftil  vigilance  of 
its  chief  commander,  by  which  its  ranks  were  not 
only  marshaled  according  to  the  highest  military 
science,  but  also  imbued  with  the  (liijcipline  and 
bravery  which  made  it  unconquerable. 

The  incidents  and  result  tif  the  seven  days  of  bat- 
tles on  the  Peninsula  jilaced  the  name  of  the  com- 
mander, and  the  army  into  which  he  had  breathed 
his  own  spirit,  high  on  the  roll  of  fame,  before 
it  was  known  or  even  suspected  by  the  country 


that  the  terrible  emergency  had  been  brought  upon 
the  general  and  his  gallant  army  by  the  neglect 
and  refusal  of  the  Administration  lo  supply  the 
promised  means  to  insure  the  salvation  of  the 
army  and  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  of 
their  pursuit, the  capture  oflhe  confederate  capital. 

The  next  incident  which  befell  the  general  after 
the  accomplishment  of  his  eminent  success  was 
his  suspension  from  command.  What  induced 
this  strange  measure.'  Itwas  not  thathchad  not 
l^iken  Richmond,  for,  as  we  have  seen,  the  fault 
of  the  failure  was  not  his.  The  country  has  passed 
upon  that  question  and  is  recording  its  judgment 
now.  That  judgment  is  that  the  Administration 
and  the  great  party-power  which  controlled  it  re- 
quired of  military  commanders  something  more 
than  a  straightforward  prosecution  of  tiie  war  for 
the  defeat  of  the  confederate  power  and  the  res- 
toration of  the  constitutional  Government.  The 
commander  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  was  not 
sufficiently  interested  in  the  abolition  policy  of 
the  Republican  parly.  Ho  had  not  sufficiently 
advanced  in  the  science  of  ethnology  to  perceive 
that  the  negro  was  better  adapted  to  the  duties  of 
a  soldier  than  white  men.  The  scheme  of  recon- 
structing States  upon  the  plan  of  the  proclama- 
tion had  not  entered  into  his  policy.  Confiscating 
the  plantations  of  the  South  into  the  hands  of 
northern  disunionists  to  be  cultivated  by  enforced 
negro  labor  under  a  system  which,  while  it  gives 
the  high-sounding  name  of  frcedmen  to  slaves, 
exacts  their  toil  and  sweat  at  a  less  compensation 
than  they  received  from  their  former  masters,  did 
not  enter  into  his  plan.  Placing  "  the  round  and 
top  of  sovereignty"  upon  the  heads  of  one  tenth 
of  the  people  of  a  State  to  secure  from  a  meager 
minority  made  up  of  proteges  the  electoral  votes 
of  that  State  was  not  in  his  contemplations.  Ex- 
cluding from  the  Army  all  sources  of  political  in- 
formation, except  such  as  were  most  fully  com- 
mitted to  the  Administration  and  denunciatory  of 
all  criticism  upon  it,  enforcing  the  distinction  of 
keeping  Dernocrats  in  the  ranks  and  sending  Re- 
publicans to  their  homes  at  great  expense  to  the 
Government  to  vote  in  behalf  of  the  Administra- 
tion, were  useful  political  appliances,  but  were  not 
regarded  by  the  general  as  among  the  legitimate 
appliances  of  war.  That  military  ability  and 
military  success  could  not  long  secure  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  Administration  to  a  general  so  re- 
miss in  rnore  important  things  is.evidenl  to  those 
who  know  the  history  of  the  times. 

After  the  deposition  of  General  McClellan  from 
command,  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  under  a  new 
leader,  fought  another  battle.  The  result  of  that 
battle,  as  everybody  knows,  was  to  send  its  broK'en 
ranks,  dispersed  and  demoralized,  before  a  con- 
quering foe,  who  took  advantage  of  the  rout  to 
invade  the  upper  States  and  the  capital  itself.  It 
was  a  time  of  awful  peril;  the  boldest  heart  pal- 
pitated with  fear;  the  emergency  was  pressing. 
Ulterior  considerations  gave  way  for  the  inoment 
to  the  most  certain  means  of  saving  the  capital 
and  of  freeing  from  hostile  occupation  the  territory 
over  which  the  enemy's  battalions  were  victo- 
riously tramping.  All  thoughts  were  concen- 
trated upon  the  deposed  McClellan.  He  was 
called  again  in  that  dread  hour  to  his  command. 
Order  immediately  sprang  from  confusion;  cour- 
age succeeded  to  panic  and  affright.  Among  other 
important  achievements  the  great  battles  of  South 
Mountain  and  Antietam  were  fought  and  won. 
Defeated  in  both  of  those  engcigeminits,  our  ene- 
mies were  driven  across  the  Potomac,  foiled  of  all 
their  sanguine  expectations  by  the  bravery  of  the 
army  which  under  another  command  they  had  so 
recently  dispersed.  The  judgment  of  the  country 
is  that  without  the  timely  intervention  of  that  gen- 
eral the  invasion  would  have  been  in  a  great  de- 
gree successful,  and  that  the  public  edifices  of  the 
capital  might  have  presented  to  the  nation's  view 
nothing  but  incongruous  masses  of  broken  anel 
ruined  masonry. 

After  a  short  space  necessarily  .<?pent  in  recruit- 
ing the  energies  of  our  men  after  these  terrible  anil 
exhausting  struggles,  and  when  the  general  htiv- 
ing  jiurstted  and  overtaken  the  retreating  enemy 
was  about  to  attack  him,  with  as  reasonable  ex- 
pectations of  his  rapture  as  the  exigencies  of 
modern  warfare  admit,  he  was  again  dismissed 
from  his  command.  Though  tears  coursed  down 
the  cheeks  of  the  hardy  war-worn  soldiers  at  the 
separation  again  repeated,  they  were  of  no  nvttil. 
ycrvices  coufd  be  dispensed  with  when  (he  cne- 
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my  was  on  his  retreat  whicli  were  indispensable 
when  he  was  on  his  advance. 

It  is  interesting  to  the  unprejudiced  to  see  tliat 
the  obscurity  which  for  a  long  period  involved 
the  policy  of  the  Administration  toward  the  gen- 
eral before  mentioned  is  being  illuminated  by 
truthful  and  circumstantial  history  which  has  too 
long  been  suppressed.  The  interested  people  are 
now  permitted  to  judge,  from  the  facts  before 
them,  what  policy  and  whose  policy,  supported 
and  not  overruled  throuijh  inadmissible  motives, 
would  ere  this  time  probably,  in  the  result  cer- 
tainly, have  conquered  the  rebellion  and  restored 
the  union  of  States,  if  military  conquest  achieved 
upon  the  principles  of  right  and  justice  be  capa- 
ble of  leading  to  such  a  result. 

The  limitation  of  my  time  prevents  me  from 
proceedirig  further  upon  this  subject;  but  in  con- 
cluding, I  conjure  this  House  and  the  country,  by 
the  reverence  we  have  for  the  memory  of  our 
fathers;  by  a  just  regard  for  all  that  made  us  a 
prosperous  and  happy  people;  by  all  our  yearn- 
ing desire  for  the  liberty  and  prosperity  of  those 
who  are  to  come  after  us;  by  all  the  holy  patriot- 
ism that  ever  was  enshrined  in  the  American  heart; 
by  the  considerations  of  self-protection  and  duly 
to  God,  to  stop  the  course  of  this  revolution  which 
threatens  to  prostrate  the  very  citadel  of  our  lib- 
erties, and  seek  not  for  repose  till  the  Government 
of  1787  be  rescued  from  the  grasp  of  abolitionism 
and  reinstated  in  its  rightful  sway. 

RIGHT  OF  SOLDIERS  TO  VOTE. 
Mr.  GRINNELL.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  much  dis- 
like to  detain  the  committee  at  this  late  hour,  but 
1  siiould  ju.stly  be  charged  with  cowardice,  with 
poltroonery,  with  conduct  unbecoming  a  man,  if 
I  did  not  at  the  first  opportunity  rise  to  repel  the 
slanders  and  the  most  unjustifiable  and  most  in- 
decent insinuations  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cox] — I  will  not  say  uttered  here,  butwhich 
would  have  been  such  if  uttered  elsewhere.  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  had  not  the  man- 
liness to  remain  in  his  seat.  Nor  did  he  dare  to 
stay  to  listen  to  a  reply  to  his  insinuation.  Why 
is  he  not  here.'  He  was  pierced  by  the  lance  of 
the  military  gcntlemafi  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Du- 
MONT,]  who  served  up  his  apostate  party  with 
greatjustice.  And  now  he  comes  to  the  rescue 
of  himself,  and  he  did  not  find  it  convenient  to  fin- 
ish his  speech  without  making  allusion  to  myself 
in  language  which,  in  order  that  I  may  do  no  in- 
justice to  the  gentleman,  I  will  quote  from  his 
speech  as  just  taken  down  by  the  reporters: 

"Just  as  I  would  express  my  astonishment  at  hearing 
anything  decent  from  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Guin- 

NELL.]"' 

That,  sir,  is  the  language  of  the  accomplished 
Democratic  would-be  leader  of  the  House — agen- 
tleman  who  has  written  a  book  which  comes  back 
to  torment  him.  What  has  stirred  up  the  gen- 
tleman 's  ire  against  me  ■'  I  will  tell  you  in  a  few 
words.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  made  a  most 
uncalled-for,  undignified,  and  wanton  assault  upon 
one  class  of  people  whose  condition  and  liability 
to  beiti!^  drafted  was  discussed  in  this  Hall;  he 
called  them  everything  that  is  base.  I  obtained 
the  floor  to  reply,  and  I  stated  that  the  only  fault 
the  gentleman  could  find  with  the  clergymen  of 
this  country  was  in  this  offense,  that  they  were 
most  conscientiously,  as  before  God,  devoting 
their  time,  giving  one  day  in  the  week  to  the  devil 
and  the  remaining  six  days  to  his  party  in  its 
apostasy.  That  troubled  the  gentleman,  and  the 
first  time  he  got  the  opportunity  he  rose  with  a 
purpose  to  insult  me  by  using  impertinence  such 
as  I  have  quoted,  and  this  is  the  third  opportunity 
he  has  found. 

Sir,  I  have  never  bandied  words  with  a  gentle- 
mati  in  all  my  life.  I  have  been  a  peace  man, 
having  never  raised  my  arm  to  assault  a  man  in 
my  life,  having  better  weapons  of  defense.  But, 
sir,  it  would  be  dastardly  and  unbecoming  in  me 
if  1  did  not  rise  now  to  repel  the  foul  slanders  of 
the  gemlcman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  will  remember  that  an  hour  ago,  in  cbnso- 
(juence  of  this  evening  being  devoted  to  general 
discuHsion,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox] 
left  his  Heat  upon  this  floor. 

iMr.  GRINJNELL.  Yes,  sir;  he  left  it  like  a 
coward,  if  that  is  parliamentary. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    The  gcnllcmnn   from  Iowa 


might  not  use  those  terms  if  my  friend  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cox]  were  present.     [Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Docs  thegentleman  from 
Iowa  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.'' 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  No,  sir.  I  was  but  reply- 
ing to  a  most  unprovoked  assault  upon  myself. 
The  member  from  Ohio  knows  that  new  members 
upon  this  floor  are  not  for  months  familiar  with 
the  parliamentary  rules  of  this  House;  and  he  en- 
deavors to  frown  down  and  put  under  his  feet  gen- 
tlemen whose  opinions  he  despises,  and  the  ad- 
vocacy of  their  opinions  by  myself  is  not  as  pleas- 
ant to  hhn  as  it  might  be,  no  doubt.  I  stand  here 
on  my  rights  in  advocacy  of  my  principles  to  in- 
vite his  assaults  in  the  name  of  a  State  which  has 
sent  a  united  delegation  here  in  behalf  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  purposes  that  I  represent. 

The  gentleman  is  pierced  and  wounded  here 
by  truth  applied  to  himself  and  party,  and  yet 
he  could  go  to  another  city,  although  his  party 
has  declared  that  the  question  of  slavery  is  not 
to  go  into  the  next  presidential  campaign,  and 
has  derided  the  speaking  of  women  for  liberty  in 
this  Hall,  and  act  as  escort  to  a  woVnan  who  has 
been  upon  the  "boards"  at  a  theater,  a  woman 
who  got  up  before  anintelligent  audience  in  Brook- 
lyn— I  presume  intelligent  because  they  are  an 
intelligent  and  I  trust  patriotic  people,  to  have 
contributed  $400,000  to  provide  for  our  soldiers — 
and  stated  that  "negroes"  are  legal  tender, always 
have  been  legal  tender,  and  always  will  be  legal 
tender;  a  statement  fit  for  the  applause  of  aban- 
doned prostitutes  only,  and  oily  demagogues.  The 
gallantry  of  thegentleman  from  Ohio  induced  him 
toindorsclhislady  ofthe  boards,  and  to^tate,  after 
she  had  concluded,  that  she  had  uttered  "  words  of 
gold  and  syllables  of  silver, "when  all  inderision 
ofthe  Government  and  the  poor.  He  gets  up 
before  an  audience  in  New  York,  with  a  polit- 
ical companion  in  petticoats,  to  dignify  feminine 
treason 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
It  is  not  in  order  for  the  gentleman  to  drag  ladies 
in  petticoats  upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  refer  to  the  ladies  as  I 
please  without  asking  the  gentleman's  pardon. 
And  I  here  proclaim  the  apostasy  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  who  dare  not  remain 
here  in  the  Hall,  and  I  proclaim  the  apostasy  of 
his  party.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  what  slung  thegen- 
tleman last  week  when  I  placed  his  party  where 
it  belongs,  and  said  that  in  every  State  in  this 
Union  but  one  where  the  question  ofthe  rights  of 
soldiers  to  vote  was  agitated,  the  gentleman's 
party  showed  that  they  despised  the  soldier,  and 
despised  the  work  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and 
were  in  league  with  the  traitors  in  arms  against 
this  country.     1  repeat  the  charge.         ( 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  make 
that  charge  against  the  Democratic  party.' 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  If  the  gentleman's  inter- 
ruption does  not  come  out  of  my  time,  I  will  hear 
his  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  will  be  deducted  from 
the  gentleman's  time  unless  unanimous  consent 
be  given  otherwise.     No  objection. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  say  that  the  Democratic  party  are  opposed 
to  the  soldiers.' 

Mr.  GRINNELL.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     In  what  respect.' 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  In  this  respect:  that  in 
every  State  whei-e  the  question  of  the  soldiers 
exercising  the  right  of  elective  franchise  has  come 
up,  his  party,  with  one  exception,  has  arrayed 
itself  against  the  right. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Does  notthe  gentleman  know 
that  in  the  State  of  Ohio  the  Democrats  brought 
forward  a  proposition  allowing  the  soldiers  to 
vole,  and  that  the  Republicans  voted  it  down.' 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  And  at  the  next  session  of 
the  Legi.slalure  every  Democrat  voted  against  it. 
And  further;  at  the  present  session  of  th.e  Legis- 
lature, when  the  question  arose  in  regard  to  un- 
seating members  who  were  elected  by  soldiers' 
votes,  every  Democrat  in  the  Legislature  voteil 
to  unseal  men  because  they  were  elected  by  sol- 
diers' voles. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Does  not  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  surely  know  that  the  constitution  of  Ohio 
does  not  allow  citizens  to  vote  unless  they  vote 
in  their  own  county  and  their  own  precinct.' 

Mr.  GRINNELL.   Then  I  ask  the  gentleman 


what  becomes  of  the  constitutional  Democrats 
spoken  of  who  proposed  to  give  them  the  righlto 
vote .' 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  They  were  willing  to  go  be- 
yond the  constitution  and  confer  the  right. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  The  supreivie  court  of  Ohio 
decided  that  the  soldiers  had  a  right  to  vote,  and 
when  the  question  was  brought  up  in  the  Legis- 
lature the  Democrats  said  they  had  no  right  to 
vote. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Would  the  gentleman  disre- 
gard the  provisions  ofthe  constitution  upon  that 
subject.' 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  No,  sir.  And  how  did  the 
Democrats  of  Indiana  vote  upon  the  question  of 
allowing  soldiers  to  vote?     I  can  tell  you. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  constitution  of  Indiana 
requires  that  the  vote  shall  be  cast  in  the  town- 
ship and  precinct  in  which  the  voter  resides,  and 
the  Democratic  members  of  the  Legislature  voted 
in  conformity  to  that  constitutional  limitation.  If 
there  is  a  Democrat  in  Indiana  who  is  opposed  to 
the  soldiers  in  the  field  exercising  the  right  of  the 
elective  franchise,  if  it  can  be  done  in  conformity 
to  the  constitution  ofthe  State,  I  do  not  know  it; 
and  if  there  is  such  a  Democrat  I  condemn  him 
as  recreant  to  his  parly  faith  and  party  organiza- 
tion. 

Mr.  BOYD.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
ask  him  a  question.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  object  to  any  further  inter- 
ruption. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana belongs  to  the  "  other  wing  "  of  his  party. 
He  belongs  to  what  is  called  the  war-wing  ofthe 
party;  but  that  wing  is  so  much  plucked  and  small 
and  the  body  so  weak  that  it  does  not  seem  to  carry 
the  bird  at  all,  while  the  peace  wing  of  the  party 
is  so  large  ancl  strong  that  it  carries  it  about  and 
around  in  a  circle.  The  gentleman  is  "  an  uncer- 
tain quantity"  in  his  parly,  and  he  knows  he  can- 
not control  it  nor  hide  its  deformity.  He  may  be 
a  patriot,  a  scholar,  and  an  honest  man,  but  he 
does  notbelong,  in  any  controlling  sense,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  or  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood.] 

Mr.  Chairman ,  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  tlje  com- 
mittee long;  let  me  return  to  the  matter  in  hand. 
When  interrupted  by  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, [Mr.  HoLMAN,]  I  was  charging  upon  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  that  he  has  de- 
gtaded  his  party,  degraded  real  Democratic  prin- 
ciples, belied  his  professions  in  this  House,  by 
going  to  the  city  of  Brooklyn  and  there  proclaim- 
ing that  he  approved  a  speech  delivered  by  a 
woman  there,  steeped  in  treason,  in  which  it  was 
said  that  negroes  were  legal  tender,  and  always 
had  been  and  always  would  be.  And  yet  the  sla- 
very question  is  not  to  go  into  the  next  presiden- 
tial canvass ! 

Sir,  he  cannot  stay  the  tide  nor  the  stars  in  their 
courses.  Slavery  will  go  into  the  next  presidential 
canvass.  Look  at  your  candidates.  You  may  take 
the  present  pandering  Governor  of  New  York, 
who  addressed  the  bloody  mob  in  New  York  city 
as  "  my  friends,"  with  inadverteiicebutin  truth, 
as  yoar  candidate;  or  you  may  lake  as  your  can- 
didate that  general — a  failure,  relapsed,  and  apos- 
tate— who  has  never  been  within  range  of  a  rifle 
or  a  rifled  cannon,  and  who,  after  a  seven  days' 
retreat,  sat  down  to  indite  a  political  platform  for 
our  President  he  did  not  help  to  make;  You  may 
present  such  a  candidate  to  the  people 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Surely  the  gentleman  does 
not  refer  to  General  McClellan. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  object  to  any  interruption 
of  my  colleague. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana seems  to  be  very  much  disturbed  because 
I  choose  to  allude  to  General  McClellan.  I  be- 
lieve that  his  nomination  as  an  exponent  of  De- 
mocracy for  that  high  position  would  be  the 
broadest  farce,  and  would  provoke  derision  and 
laughter  even  in  that  far  depth  down  where  I  have 
no  doubt  there  are  sympathetic  correspondences 
with  the  "Buckeye,"  not  abroad,  but  nt  home. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  knows  where  his  party 
stands.  He  knows  its  history,  and  this  question 
of  soldiers  voting,  and  others,  will  come  home  to 
him.  He,  too,  will  also  have  to  answer  in  voting 
for  a  Chaplain  of  this  House  for  the  only  minister 
in  the  loyal  Slates  of  this  Union  who  believes  that 
God  is  in  favor  of  slavery. 
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Mr.  HOLMAN.     Inasmuch  as 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  1  cannot  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman.    If  he  denies  it,  let  him  do  it. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  only  wish  to  answer  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  I  cannot  yield,  as  objection 
is  made. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  trust  the  gentleman  will 
yield  to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.     I  cannot  yield. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    For  a  single  word  ? 

Mr.  GRINNELL.     No,  sir.       ■ 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     For  but  a  single  remark? 

Mr.  GRINNELL.    No,  sir. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana will  take  his  seat.  He  must  understand 
that  if  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  declines  to  yield 
the  floor,  he  is  entitled  to  it  without  interruption. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  persists  in  violat- 
ing the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Chair  will  be  com- 
pelled to  order  him  under  arrest. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  only  ask  the  gentleman  to 
yield  to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  cannot.  The  gentleman 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  reply  when  1  get 
through. 

It  is  fitting  that  I  should  close  these  unpremed- 
itated remarks  by  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that 
1  was  attacked,  in  what  I  should  style  "  else- 
where," in  a  most  cowardly  and  unbecoming 
manner.  If  is  fitting  that  I  should  say  to  the 
member  from  Ohio  that,  as  the  Representative  of 
a  loyal  district  that  has  sent  fourteen  thousand 
brave  men  to  this  war  to  put  down  the  rebellion, 
I  am  not  to  be  put  down  or  put  out  of  countenance 
by  the  head  of  the  peace  party  outside  or  in  this 
House.  I  was  not  sent  here  for  that  purpose.  I 
am  here  to  maintain  my  manhood,  to  declare  his 
party  apostate,  in  league  with  slavery  and  the 
devil;  and  with  him  they  will  go  down — down — 
I  might  have  said,  with  the  explorer,  so  low  as 
to  find  "  ile,"  hell,  or  China.  We  have,  as  the 
party  of  freedcyai,  our  candidate;  and  we  shall 
elect  him  President.  We  shall  save  this  Union 
and  be  a  free  nation.  And  if  in  all  God's  do- 
minions there  is  to  be  found  one  being  who  will 
hereafter  be  remembered  for  infamy  and  for  base- 
ness such  as  the  world  never  heard  of,  it  will  be 
the  peace  Democrat  of  1864.  I  should  ask  par- 
don for  taking  so  much  notice  of  a  recreant  de- 
famer,  for  these  are  the  expiring  echoes  of  the 
voice  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  has  a  few 
thousand  votes  against  him  at  home,  hni  who 
will  never  more  be  heard  in  this  Hall  after  the 

Fi-esent  Congress.  Not  giving  him  further  notice, 
shall  be  prepared  to  defend  myself  againstevery 
attack,  save  that  of  an  assassin.  His  political 
grave  is  dug,  and,  as  he  falls  into  it  "  unwept, 
unhonored,  and  unsung,"  the  high  glee  for  his 
departure  shall  be,  unless  he  repents  before  God, 
in  the  rude  verse  of  the  poor  he  maligns — 

"Ashes  to  ashes,  dust  to  dust; 
Here's  the  hole,  and  in  you  must." 

Mr.  ARNOLD  resumed  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOLMAN*  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  will  allow  me  to  say  this:  I  think  that 
the  controversy  as  to  the  votes  given  on  the  elec- 
tion of  Chaplain  is  a  very  improper  one;  but,  in- 
asmuch as  I  am  a  little  sensitive  on  a  question 
of  theology  at  times,  I  certainly  did  not  vote  for 
the  gentleman  elected  Chaplain  by  the  House. 
If  I  had  been  controlled  by  theological  opinions 
I  could  not  have  done  so.  The  gentleman  from 
Iowa  supported  a  candidate  who  believed  in  the 
African  but  rejected  Christ.  I  voted  for  a  can- 
didate who  at  least  believed  in  the  God  of  our 
fathers. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
it  to 

Mr.  HOLMAN,  who  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Dawes  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
had  had  the  Union  generally  under  consideration, 
and  particularly  the  annual  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  had  come  to  no  con- 
clusion thereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DAWES,  (at  five 
minutes  after  five  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House  ad- 
journed till  Monday. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  J\larcli  14, 1864. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev. Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  signed  the  enrolled 
bill  (S.  No.  1)  granting  a  pension  to  John  L. 
Burns,  of  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  which  had 
previously  been  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 
The  VICE  PRESlDENTlaid  beforathe  Senate 
a  message  from  the  PresidenJ,  of  the  United  States, 
communicating,  in  answer  to.a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  29lh  of  February,  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  the  amount 
of  money  received  from  the  sale  of  the  Wea  trust 
lands,  arid  the  manner  in  which  the  same  was  in- 
vested; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indians  Affairs,  and  ordeied  to  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  for  the  final  set- 
tlement of  the  claims  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  and 
Puget  Sound  Agricultural  Company,  concluded 
on  the  1st  of  July  last,  the  ratifications  of  which 
were  exchanged  in  this  city  on  the  5th  instant, 
and  recommending  an  appropriation  to  carry  into 
effect  the  first,  second,  and  third  articles  thereof; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  communicating,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  of  January  last,  a  report, 
with  accompanying  papers,  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  showing  what  portion  of  the  appro- 
priations for  the  colonization  of  persons  of  African 
descent  has  been  expended,  and  the  steps  which 
have  been  taken  for  the  execution  of  the  acts  of 
Congress  on  that  subject;  which  was  referred  to 
the  select  committee  on  slavery  and  freedmen. 
PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS.  . 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Kansas,  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  to  the  act  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from 
the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  so  as  to 
require  the  Leavenworth,  Pawnee,  and  Western 
Railroad  Company  to  make  Wyandotte,  Law- 
rence, Topeka,  Wabannse,  Manhattan,  and  Junc- 
tion cities,  points  on  that  line;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  petition  of  Stephen 
S.  Balk,  first  lieutenant  sixth  cavalry,  United 
States  Army,  praying  that  he  may  be  relieved 
from  all  liability  incurred  by  the  loss  of  public 
money  which  he  alleges  was  stolen  from  him 
about  the  27th  day  of  September,  1863;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Ash- 
tabula county,  Ohio,  and  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Buffalo,  New  York,  praying foran  appropriation 
for  the  repair  and  improvement  of  Ashtabula 
harbor;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  a  memorial  of  ship-owners  and  boat- 
captains  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  praying  foran  ap- 
propriation for  the  improvement  of  Frankfort  har- 
bor on  Lake  Michigan;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  four  petitions  of  cit- 
izens of  Boston,  praying  for  an  increase  in  the 
facilities  for  the  transportation  of  mails,  passen- 
gers, and  freight  between  the  cities  of  New  York 
andPliiladelphia;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  New 
Hampshire,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  for  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  for  amending  the  Constitution 
so  as  forever  to  prohibit  its  existence  in  any  por- 
tion of  the  country;  which  was  referred  to  the  se- 
lect committee  on  slavery  and  freedmen. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  presented  four  petitions  of 
hospital  stewards  in  the  Army,  praying  for  in- 
creased rank  and  pay;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 


He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Flartman  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  oth- 
ers, loyal  ladies  of  Washington  county,  Illinois, 
praying  for  the  total  abolition  of  slavery  through- 
out the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the 
select  committee  on  slavery  and  freedmen. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  HenryAsbury, 
John  W.  Whipp,and  others,  of  GLuincy,  Illinois, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  uniform  am- 
bulance and  hospital  system  for  the  armies  of  the 
United  States;  whidi  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  also  present  a  memorial 
ofthe  Board  of  Trade  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  praying 
Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship  canal  around  Niagara  falls, 
on  the  American  side,  as  required  by  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  the  country,  and  also  demanded 
as  a  military  necessity  for  the  proper  protection 
of  the  northern  frontier.  I  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  five  petitions  from  cit- 
izens of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  praying  for  an 
increase  in  the  facilities  for  the  transportion  of 
mails,  passengers,  and  freight  between  the  cities 
of  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia. 

He  also  presented  three  memorials  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  renewal 
of  Goodyear's  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vul- 
canized India  rubber;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  two  memorials  from 
citizens  of  New  York  in  favor  of  an  increase  in 
the  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  mails,  pas- 
sengers, and  freight  between  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Troy, 
New  York,  praying  for  the  formation  of  a  prop- 
erly organized  ambulance  and  sanitary  corps  for 
the  armies  of  the  United  States;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  tlie  table. 

Mr.  COWAN  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  and  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  increase  of 
the  facilities  for  the  transpo/tation  of  mails,  pas- 
sengers, and  freight  between  the  cities  of  New 
Yoik  and  Philadelphia;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Sandusky ,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  ship  canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara; 
which  was  referred  to  -the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

He  also  presented  three  petitions  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  praying  for  the  sale  of  the  min- 
eral lands  of  the  Rocky  mountain  country,  and 
that  liberal  aid  may  be  granted  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Northern  and  Central  Pacific  railroads; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  present  the  petition 
of  Baptiste  Peoria  and  Frank  Valley,  on  behalf 
of  the  confederate  bands  of  Weas,Peorias,  Kas- 
kaskias,  and  Piankeshaw  Indians,  praj'ing  that 
provision  may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the 
amount  alleged  to  be  due  them  under  the  treaty 
of  May  30,  1854.  1  ask  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  so  re- 
ferred. The  motion  to  print  will  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  the  petition  of  N. 
S.  Brinton,  a  paymaster  in  the  United  States 
Army,  praying  that  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  may  be  authorized  to  credit  him  with 
the  amount  of  public  funds  lost  by  the  burning  of 
the  steamer  Ruth  on  the  Mississippi  river  on  the 
5th  of  August,  1863;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  papers  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  J.  N.  Confer,  late  surgeon  of 
the  twenty-ninth  regiment  Indiana  volunteers,  for 
compensation  for  certain  jiroperty  alleged  to  have 
been  lost  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
which  were  referred  to  the^Commitlee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  POWELL  presented  resohitionsof  the  Le- 
gislature of  Kentucky,  in  favor  of  a  military  road 
from  the  interior  of  Kentucky  to  the  Cumberland 
river,  at  some  point  above  the  fulls  of  said  river; 
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wlitcli  were  referrrd  to  ttie  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  nnd  tlie  Militia,  nnd  ordered  to  lie  printed. 

Mr.  HROVVN  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Daviess  county,  Missouri,  praying  tliat  the 
nrniingof  disloyal  men  and  returned  rebels  in  their 
midst  "may  be  hereafter  pfevented;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  joint  committee  on  the  conduct  of 
the  war. 

•  He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  High- 
land, Madison  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  the 
repeal  of  the  $300  commutation  clause  in  the  en- 
rollment act,  and  that  certain  persons  may  be  ex- 
empted from  the  draft;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chillicolhc  band  of  Shawnee  Indians,  praying  for 
the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  restore  their  tribal  rights,  and  for  the  res- 
titution of  certain  money  alleged  by  them  to  have 
been  fraudulently  taken  from  them,  and  the  col- 
lection of  moneys  due  the  orphans  and  incompe- 
tent Shawnces,  and  that  an  investigation  be  had 
into  the  official  conduct  of  Agent  Abbott  and  his 
interpreter  Matthew  King;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  HARRIS  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
A.  Brigham,  military  storekeeper  and  paymaster 
in  the  ordnance  department  of  the  United  States 
Army,  praying  to  be  allowed  for  certain  money 
alleged  to  have  been  stolen  from  the  counter  of 
the  Assistant  Treasurer  of  New  York  on  the  8th 
of  November,  1SG2;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

fie  also  piesented  the  petition  of  Knaufli,  Na- 
chod  &,  Kiihne,  importers  of  dry  goods,  of  New 
York,  praying  for  relief  forthe  loss  of  a  case  of 
gloves  in  bonded  warehouse  in  that  city,  through 
the  alleged  mistake  of  a  Government  clerk,  and 
forloss  of  goods  alleged  to  liave  been  stolen  from 
the  apprnisers'  warehouse  while  in  the  custody  of 
Government  officials;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

IlEPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Euilding.s  and  Grounds,  to  whom  was  recommit- 
ted the  bill  (S.  No.  43)  relating  to  the  office  of 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary A  ff'airs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  (II.  R.  No.  19G)  to  aid  in  the  protection  of 
emigrants  to  the  Territories,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred various  memorials  -and  petitions  praying 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  pro- 
mote the  ]irogress  of  the  useful  arts,  approved 
March  3, 1863,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  1C2)  amend- 
atory of  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful  arts,"  ap- 
proved i\larch  3, 18C3;  which  was  read, and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

I'llINTINO  OF  LAWS. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Committee  on  Printing, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  directing  the 
coinniitlee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  caus- 
ing the  laws  as  the  same  arc  passed  froin  time  to 
time  during  the  session  of  Congress  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  have  instructed  me  to 
report  the  following  resolution  and  to  ask  for  its 
|>re.sent  consideration: 

Ilcsolvcil,  TlKil  tlic  arts  and  joint  resolutions  passed  since 
tlio  coniniOMceincnt  nf  tin;  prc.-icnt  scfsioii,  and  those  that 
hlinii  hercaftrr  be  passed,  bu  printed  separately  for  llie  use 
of  tlio  Senate. 

Under  this  resolution  only  the  usual  number 
will  be  printed.  The  object  is  to  print  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate  the  laws  as  they  arc  passed,  in  order 
that  thr-y  may  bo  plsccd  upon  our  files.  We  arc 
froqurnlly  ignorant  of  the  precise  form  in  which 
laws  have  passed,  and  desire  to  refer  to  them  for 
fiiiiire  legi.slation.  The  expense  will  be  very 
trifling. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  nnd  agreed  to. 

PAY  AND  PENSION  OF  CIIAPIiAINS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  directed  by  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  and  ihe  Militia,  to 
whom  was  ref.rrcd  a  bill  (II.  R.  No.  30;i)  to 
amend  section  nine  of  llu.' act  a[tproved  July  17, 
ldC2,  entitled   "An  act  to  define  the   pay   and 


emoluments  of  certain  officers  of  the  Army,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  to  report  it  back  without 
amendment,  with  a  recommendalion  that  it  pass, 
and  I  aslc  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate 
to  liAve  it  acted  upon  nt  the  present  time. 

There  being  no  objixiion,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill.  It  provides  that  froni  and  after  its  pas- 
sage chaplains  in  the  regular  and  volunteer  ser- 
vice and  in  hospitals  shall  not  suffer  a  diminution 
or  loss  of  pay  or  allowances  when  absent  from 
duty,  with  leave,  on  account  of  sickness  or  other 
disability, or  when  held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners. 

It  also  proposes  to  amend  the  act  ap|iroved 
July  14,  16C2,  entitled  "  An  act  to  grant  ]ieii- 
sions,"  so  as  to  include  chaplains  in  the  regular 
and  volunteer  forces  of  the  Army.  The  pension 
to  v.fhich  a  chaplain  is  to  be  entitled  for  a  total 
disability  is  to  be  twenty  dollars  per  month,  and 
all  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  section 
is  an  amendment  are  to  apply  to  and  embrace  the 
widows,  childreji,  mothers,  and  sisters  of  chap- 
lains of  the  land  forces  who  have  died  since  the 
4th  of  March,  18G1 ,  or  shall  die  of  wounds  or  dis- 
ease contracted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  while  such  chaplains  are  or  shall  be  in  the  line 
of  their  duty. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FOSTER  subsequently  said:  I  move  the 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  Senate 
passed  the  bill  (fl.  R.  No.  302)  to  amend  section 
nine  of  the  act  approved  July  17,  18G2,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  define  the  ]iay  and  eniolumeiils  of  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  Army,  and  for  other  |uirposes," 
which  was  taken  up  in  the  morning  hour  very 
casually  and  passed.  I  have  an  amendment  to 
propose  to  it.  1  hope  there  will  be  no  objection 
to  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  nnd  also  on  ortlering  it  to  a  third  reading,  in 
order  that  I  may  |iropose  an  amendment  to  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  in- 
formed that  the  bill  has  been  sent  to  the  House. 
The  Senator  can  make  a  motion  directing  the  Sec- 
retar)'-  to  transmit  a  message  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  requesting  the  return  of  the  bill 
from  the  Flouse. 

Mr.  FOSTER.     I  make  that  motion. 

The  motioii  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  to 
reconsider  will  be  entered. 

BILLS  INTKGDUCED. 

Mr.  GRIMES  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
163)  to  authorize  the  Columbia  institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Hlind  to  confer  degrees; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HARLAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
1G4)  to  revive  an  tictentilled  "An  act  forthe  relief 
of  purchasers  anil  locators  of  swaniji  and  over- 
flowed lands,  and  for  other  purposes, "approved 
March  2,  1855;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GRIMES  tisked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  tcj  introtluce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
1C5)  in  relation  to  naval  supplies;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BROWN  tiskcd,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
166)  authorizing  the  archives  in  the  office  of  the 
recorder  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Missouri  to 
be  ilelivercd  to  said  Slate;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  POMEROY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  ]G7)to  incorporate  an  insurance  company  in 
the  city  of  Washington;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  j)rintcd. 

CHARLES  P.  CURTIS,  .JR. 

Mr.  DIXON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimou.s  con- 
Kent,  and  agreed  to: 

/{rso/fCf/.(tlie  niMis(!o('Il('pr('seiit;i||vesoon(Minin;.',)'l'liat 
llw  npiiil  iiiadrMc)  (,'()iign'ss'JOtli.l:iruiaiy,  IW>'.>,  in  llir  case 
nt'Cliarli'M  P.  (Juril.s,  jr.,  rs.  tin:  tInill■dS^at^^s,  with  tile  ac- 
companying i)apcrs,  bi'  re  Irrred  Iiir  k  to  (lie  Cimrl  oiX'lainis. 


EXCHANGE  OF    PRISONERS. 

Mr.  HARLAN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  .igreed  to: 

RcsoUed,  Tliat  tlin  Piosident  of  the  United  Ptates  he  re- 
qtiosled  to  inform  tin'  Sonato  under  what  rules  and  rpgn- 
lalions  and  <in  what  terms  prisoners  of  war  are  bein"  ex- 
changed between  tlie  United  States  and  the  rebels. 

ANTHONY  BCRNS'S  RESCUE. 

Mr.  DAVIS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

VV'licroas  in  the  history  of  the  attempt  to  rescue  Anthony 
r.urns,  a  l'u!;itive  slave  from  the  Stiite  of  Virginia,  Crnili 
tlic  custody  of  the  United  States  officers  in  Boston  in  18.34, 
it  isrepresented  and  it  is  also  generally  reported  that  T. 
\V.  Htg;;iiipon,no\v  a  colonel  ol' a  reijinieiu  of  negro  troops 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  Ir-d  or  was  engaged  in 
an  assault  made  by  a  body  of  men  with  force  and  arms 
upon  the  court  house  in  Boston,  where  the  said  Anthony 
Hums  was  held  in  the  custody  of  tlie  law  and  ofticers  of 
tlie  United  States,  with  the  intent  and  purpose  of  loreihly 
rescuing  liim  from  such  cuslndy;  and  whereas  it  is  repre- 
sented anil  generally  reported  that  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Slates  then  having  tlie  custody  of  said  Bums  was  killed 
and  murdered  by  said  assailants:  Therefore, 

}Je  it  resolved,  Tliat  the  President  of  the  Senate  appoint 
a  committee  of  three  memlicrs  of  the  Si'iiate  to  investi- 
gate whether  the  said  T.  W.  Iligginson  liad  any  connec- 
tion, and  if  any,  wli:U,  with  the  said  attempt  to  rescue  the 
said  Burns,  and  with  tin;  killing  and  murdering  of  any  per- 
son having  ills  enstocly;  and  that  said  committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Let  it  lie  over. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  objected  to,  it 
must  lie  over. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     I  ask  that  it  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  order  to  print 
will  be  m:ule,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  being 
made,  the  motion  to  print  will  go  to  the  Com- 
rniitee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  1  wish  to  ask  one  question: 
whether  the  objection  made  to  the  printing  of  the 
resolution  will  exclude  it  from  being  printed  in 
the  Globe  and  other  newspapers. 

Mr.  HALE  and  others.     Oh,1io. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Then  I  have  nothing  to  say. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  subsequently  said: 
The  Chair  was  in  error  when  it  decided  that  it 
required  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to 
print  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
Kciituclcy.  On  a  reference  to  the  rule  the  Chair 
finds  that  resolutions  offered  by  Senators  do  not 
come  within  it.  They  aie  therefore  to  be  printed 
on  motion.  The  Chair  will  put  the  question  to 
the  Senate  on  his  motion  to  print  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRINTING  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  draft 
of  a  bill  of  an  important  character  to  establish  a 
Bureau  of  Freedmen 'sAfl"airs,  which  is  now  pend- 
ing before  the  comrnittee  on  slavery  and  freed- 
men, and  I  am  requested  by  Ihatcommittee  to  ask 
of  the  Senate  permission  to  have  it  printed  forthe 
use  of  the  committee.  As  it  is  a  measure  of  an 
important  character,  they  desire  to  have  copies 
of  it  before  them. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States, by  Mr.  Nicolav,  his  Secretary,  announced 
that  the  President  had  approved  and  .signed  on 
the  Ilth  instaiit  the  following  liills: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  30)  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  ambulances  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
States;  and 

A  bill  (8.  No.  GH)  tri  constitute  Parkersburg.in 
the  State  of  West  Virginia,  a  port  of  delivery. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from. the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPuiirson,  it.s  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Uepiesentativrs  had  passed  the  fol- 
lowing bills;  in  wliich  itrequested  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate: 

A  l)ill  (No.  149)  concerning  certain  school  lands 
in  township  forty-five  north,  range  seviin  east,  in 
the  State  of  Missouri; 

A  lull  (No.  l'.(2)  makingappropriations  for  the 
legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses  nf  the 
Govorninent  for  the  ye;vr  ending  30lh  June,  18G5; 
and 

A  bill  (No.  324)  to  repeal  section  two  of  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  foreign  coasting 
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trade  on  the  northern,  northeastern,  and  north- 
western frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approveil  March  2,  1831. 
THE  REGULAR  ARMY. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  now  move  to  take  up  Sen- 
ate bill  No.  151,  a  bill  relating  to  chaplains,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  propose  to  strike  out  the  first 
four  sections  of  the  bill,  all  of  which  relate  to  chap- 
lains, as  we  passed  a  House  bill  this  morning  on 
that  subject  which  may  perhaps  satisfy  all  parties. 

The  Vice  president.  Does  the  Senator 
propose  to  dispense  with,  the  reading  of  those 
sections? 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  presume  it  is  not  necessary 
to  read  them,  as  we  have  already  acted  on  the  sub- 
ject of  chaplains  this  morning.  The  balance  of 
the  bill  contains  some  very  important  provisions. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  balance  of 
the  bill  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it.  It  provides  that  all  en- 
listments hereafter  made  in  the  regular  Army  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  rebellion,  shall  be  for  the  term  of  three 
years.  All  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates in  the  regular  Army,  serving  under  enlist- 
ments made  prior  to  July  22, 1861,  arc  to  have  the 
privilege  of  reenlisting  for  the  term  of  three  years 
in  their  respective  organizations,  until  the  1st  of 
May  next;  and  all  such  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  private.s  so  reenlisting  are  to  be  entitled 
.to  the  bounties  mentioned  in  the  joint  resolution 
of  Congress  approved  January  13, 1864.  Officers 
absent  from  duty,  with  leave,  for  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  days,  are  to  be  entitled  to  receive  full 
pay  and  allowances  for  such  period;  and  so  much 
of  section  thirty-one  of  the  act  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses approved  March  3,  1863,  as  is  inconsistent 
iierewith,  is  repealed.  Section  thirty-five  of  the  act 
for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces, 
and  for  other  purposes,  approved  March  3,  1863, 
is  not  to  be  construed  to  prohibit  enlisted  men  at 
the  Military  Academy  from  receiving  the  extra 
pay  theretofore  allowed  by  law  to  enlisted  men 
when  employed  at  constant  laborof  not  less  than 
ten  days,  nor  to  apply  to  enlisted  men  employed 
as  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  military  offices  in 
Washington  and  at  the  several  geographical  divis- 
ion and  department  headquarters. 

There  are  to  be  allowed  to  the  battalion  of  en- 
gineers one  adjutant,  one  quartermaster,  and  one 
commissary  of  subsistence,  to  be  selected  from 
the  lieutenants  on  duty  with  the  battalion,  with 
the  same  compensation  as  is  allowed  to  regimental 
adjutants  and  quartermasters  respectively.  There 
are  to  be  added  to  the  battalion  of  engineers  one 
sergeant  major  and  one  quartermaster  sergeant, 
who  shall  also  be  commissary  sergeant,  and  each 
is  to  have  the  pay  of  a  sergeant  of  engineers. 

In  addition  to  the  cavalry,  infarTtry,  and  artil- 
lery provided  for  by  the  act  approved  July  22, 
1861,  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volunteers 
to  aid  ill  enforcing  the  laws  and  protecting  public 
property,  there  are  to  be  added  regiments  of  vol- 
unteer engineers  in  the  proportion,  as  the  Pres- 
ident may  direct,  not  to  exceed  one  company  to 
each  brigade  of  infantry,  and  to  be  organized  or 
established  by  existing  regulations,  have  the  same 
pay  and  allowance  of  engineers  of  the  regular 
Army,  and  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  first  question 
is  on  tiic  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts to  strike  out  the  first  four  sections  of  the  bill 
relating  to  chaplains. 

The  nmendmcnt  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  will  inquire  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  how  many  new  offices  are  to 
be  created  by  this  bill.'  As  I  understand  it  there 
are  to  Ije  quartermasters  and  commissaries  con- 
nected with  the  regiment  of  .engmeers.  If  I  am 
correctly  informed  they  have  not  got  a  regiment 
of  engineers,  or  unythhig  like  it.  They  have  five 
skeleton  companies  of  engineers.  This  bill  re- 
fers to  the  regular  engineers  of  the  United  States 
Army,  and  of  them  wc  haveJiut  five  companies, 
comprining  perhaps  two  hundred  men. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  ninth  section  [uovides 
that  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  battalion  of  en- 


gineers one  adjutant,  one  quartermaster,  and  one 
commi-ssary  of  subsistence,  who  are  to  be  selected 
from  the  lieutenants  on  duty  with  the  battalion  of 
engineers,  and  to  have  the  sarne  connpensation  that 
is  allowed  to  regimental  adjutants  and  quarter- 
masters respectively.  The  tenth  section  pro- 
vides that  there  shall  be  added  to  the  battalion  of 
engineers  one  sergeant  major  and  one  quarter- 
master sergeant,  who  shall  also  be  a  commissary 
sergeant,  and  each  of  them  is  to  have  the  pay  of 
a  sergeant  of  engineers.  I  have  a  letter  from  Gen- 
eral Totten  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  this  or- 
ganization. General  Totten  recommended,  and 
it  was  indorsed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  another 
section  providing  that  the  major  having  command 
of  this  battalion  should  have  additional  compen- 
sation while  commanding  it.  The  committee 
thought  we  had  better  not  add  that  expense;  that 
it  was  not  necessary;  but  these  two  or  three  offi- 
cers are  believed  to  be  necessary  in  organizations 
of  this  kind. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  bill  as  printed,  which 
is  now  the  first  section,  permits  persons  to  enlist 
into  the  regular  Army  for  three  instead  of  five 
years.  When  the  war  commenced  we  author- 
ized enlistments  into  the  regular  Army  for  three 
years;  but  that  expired  on  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1863.  Since  that  time,  all  who  have  enlisted 
into  the  regular  Army  haveenlisted  forfive  years, 
and  the  enlistments  have  been  very  few,  indeed, 
as  most  men  prefer  to  enlist  for  three  years  in- 
stead of  five.  This  provision  is  intended  to  en- 
courage enlistments  and  recnlistments  into  the 
regular  Army. 

The  next  section  provides  that  those  soldiers 
who  enlisted  into  the  regular  Army  in  1860  and 
1861,  and  who  have  served  throughout  the  war, 
and  who  have  received  no  bounty  whatever,  who 
have  had  nothing  but  their  pay,  shall  now  have 
the  privilege  of  reenlisting  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  until  the  1st  day  of  May  next. 
The  object  is  to  give  these  veteran  soldiers,  many 
of  whom  have  been  in  the  service  ten,  twelve,  and 
fifteen  years,  the  satne  opportunity  to  reiinlist 
and  receive  the  benefit  of  the  bounty  that  is  given 
to  all  those  who  have  served  less  than  three  years. 
Many  of  those  men  were  enlisted  on  the  eve  of 
the  war,  in  the  winter  of  1860  and  the  spring  of 
1861,  they  have  served  throughout  the  war  with 
great  fidelity,  and  have  received  no  bounty  what- 
ever. This  bill  allows  them  to  reiinlist;  and  I 
think  we  ought  to  give  them  that  poor  privilege. 
The  old  soldiers  of  the  Army  have  fougiit  bravely 
and  acted  nobly.  Let  us,  if  we  cannot  give  them 
the  bounty  given  to  volunteers  and  other  soldiers 
enlisted  during  the  war,  give  these  brave  veterans 
an  opportunity  to  reenlist  and  receive  the  bounty 
of  $400. 

The  next  section  provides  that  officers  absent 
on  leave  may  be  absent  for  ten  days  without  a 
reduction  of  their  pay;  and  I  think  that  is  but 
just.  By  the  existing  law,  if  Ihey  are  absent  on 
leave  their  pay  is  reduced.  This  provides  simply 
fora  ten  days' leave  without  reduction  of  pay. 

The  next  section  provides  that  the  enlisted  men 
at  the  Military  Academy  and  in  the  Department 
here  at  Washington,  and  at  the  several  geograph- 
ical division  and  department  headquarters  who 
are  acting  as  clerks  shall  notcome  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  March  3,  1863,  which  pro- 
hibits all  enlisted  men  from  receiving  additional 
compensation  when  detailed.  This  only  njiplies 
to  a  few  men  at  West  Point,  and  also  a  few  men 
whnarc  detailed  as  clerks  in  the  Departmcnthere 
at  Washington,  and  a  few  men  in  the  different 
geographical  divisions  and  departments,  and  it 
only  applies  to  the  headquarters  in  those  depart- 
ments, and  not  to  the  division  or  brigade  or  regi- 
mental headquarters.  It  will  comprise  butafew 
men,  and  those  persons  are  absolutely  necessary 
to  perform  this  work.  Many  of  them  have  to 
labor  very  hard,  and  certainly  here  in  Washing- 
ton they  could  not  support  themselves  on  the 
wages  of  soldiers.  Many  of  them  are  doing  very 
important  duty,  and  have  great  knowledge  in 
regard  to  all  the  details  in  the  War  Office. 

The  other  two  sections  in  regard  to  the  battal- 
ion of  engineers  were  recommended  by  General 
Totten  as  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of  the  en- 
gineers, and  his  recommendation  was  indorsed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  next  section  proposes  to  allow  the  organ- 
ization of  volunteer  engineers.  A  letter  was  re- 
ceived from  General  Thomas  uskin'j;  thatw  rc;n- 


ment  of  volunteer  engineers  should  be  organized 
in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland.  This  letter  wa.'j 
sent  to  the  committee  with  a  recommendation  from 
General  Halleck,  indorsed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  saying  that  we  needed  more  volunteer  en- 
gineers in  our  armies  than  we  have,  and  suggest- 
ing to  us  to  make  a  general  provision  iii.stuad  of 
passing  a  special  act  for  one  of  our  armies.  That 
general  provision  is  to  be  found  in  this  section, 
authorizing  the  enlistmcntof  volunteer  engineers 
not  to  exceed  one  company  to  a  brigade,  and  to  be 
left  at  the  discretion  otherwise  of  the  President. 

These  are  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  which 
seem  to  me  important;  and  I  hope  itwill  be  acted 
upon  promptly. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  confess  I  do  not  exactly  un- 
derstand what  the  ninth  section  means:  it  maybe 
that  I  have  not  any  objection  to  it.  Itmaybe,as 
the  Senator  says,  and  probably  is,  true  that  Gen- 
eral Totten  has  recommended  it;  but  I  should 
like  to  know  if  General  Totten  drew  this  section.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  Yes,  sir;  he  did. 
Mr. GRIMES.  Then  what  does  it  mean.'  "That 
there  be  allowed  to  the  battalion  of  engineers  one 
adjutant,  one  quartermaster,  and  one  commissary 
of  subsistence,  to  be  selected  from  the  lieutenants 
on  duty  with  the  battalion."  Are  they  to  be  lieu- 
tenants of  engineers.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  They  are  lieutenants  of  engi- 
neers. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  They  are  to  be  lieutenants  of 
engineers  assigned  to  this  duty. 

Mr.  WILSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Are  they  to  leave  the  line  of 
their  regimentand  acceptthisoffice;  or  ratherare 
these  cumulative  duties  to  be  added  to  their  other 
duties.'  Are  they  to  draw  any  extra  pay  and  ra- 
tions for  those  duties.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  section  reads,  "  with  the 
same  compensation  as  is  allowed  regimental  adju- 
tants and  quartermasters,  respectively." 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  other  regimental  adju- 
tants and  quartermasters  are  not  allowed  as  much 
as  engineers  are  already  allowed.  An  engineer's 
pay  now  is  the  highest  pay  of  any  officer  in  the 
Army;  and  according  to  this  bill  you  would  not 
pay  these  officers  as  much  as  they  are  already 
getting  as  lieutenants  of  engineers.  I  can  very 
well  see  that  there  may  be  a  propriety  in  passing 
the  tenth  section  of  the  bill,  which  allows  to  this 
battalion  of  engineers — for  it  is  only  a  battalion, 
only  a  part  of  a  regiment,  a  fragment  of  a  regi- 
ment, and  that  fragment  is  not  nearly  full;  I  think 
there  are  not  to  exceed  three  hundred  men  in  it — 
a  sergeant  major  and  one  quartermaster  sergeant 
who  shall  also  be  commissary  sergeant;  but  why 
on  earth  we  should  allow  them,  in  addition,  a 
quartermaster  and  a  comiuissary  is  more  than  I 
can  imagine.  I  know  it  never  has  been  allowed 
to  other  regiments  under  such  circumstances,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  is  going  to  accomplish  the  pur- 
pose that  the  Senator  and  General  Totten  have  in 
view.  I  suppose  they  want  a  jiermanent  attach- 
ment to  this  battalion  of  an  adjutant,  a  quarter- 
master, and  a  commissary.  You  never  can  get 
a  young  lieutenant  in  the  engineer  corps  to  sur- 
render his  place  as  ati  engineer  and  accept  a  com- 
missarysliip  or  a  quartermastersliip  attac^icd  to 
his  regiment,  because  he  is  taken  out  of  the  line 
of  promotion,  if  it  is  to  be  a  permanent  place,  and 
he  will  get  smaller  compensation  than  he  is  al- 
ready receiving.  I  do  notunderstand  the  section. 
1  do  not  know  what  is  intended  by  it. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, to  add  thefoUowingasan  additional  section: 

vJnrf  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliut  the  otfioer  in  command 
ol'llic  batt;ilioii  of  engineers  tie  alloweil  tlie  rank,  pay,  and 
eiTiolumciits  of  a  licuten.'uU  colonel  of  engineers. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
adopt  that  provision.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  neces- 
sary, although  I  know  it  was  strongly  recom- 
mended to  us  by  General  Totten  and  General 
Halleck  and  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  do  not  see 
why  a  major  may  not  command  this  battalion 
just  as  well  with  his  present  pay  as  with  the  pay 
of  a  lieutenant  colonel.  I  think  the  other  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  areas  much  as  we  should  do  at 
present  for  thi.^  battalion. 

Mr.  NESiMlTH.  The  amendment  that  I  have 
submitted  only  provides  that  the  comniaiuler  of 
the  regiment  for  the  time  Jjeing  shall  have  the 
rank  of  lieutmiant  colonel.  Ti»o  old  reginienta 
that  consist  of  less  than  a  thousand  men  have  u 
colonel,  a  lieutenant  colonel,  and    two    majors. 
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This  battalion  consists  of  over  seven  Irindred 
men.  Tiie  officer  wiio  has  been  in  command  of 
it  while  serving  in  ti>e  army  of  the  Potomac,  has 
never,  I  believe,  had  higher  rank  than  that  of  a 
captain.  A  great  portion  of  the  time  it  was  com- 
manded by  a  lieutenant.  I  think,  considering  the 
responsibilities  of  the  position,  and  taking  into 
consideration  the  number  of  men  under  his  com- 
mand, he  should  have  the  relative  rank  at  least  of 
officers  of  infantry  who  command  Jjattalions  not 
as  large  as  that  contained  in  the  engineer  corps. 
I  think  it  is  due  to  the  officer  in  command  who 
holds  this  responsible  position,  and  I  think  it  will 
render  the  service  more  efficient.  There  are  seven 
hundred  men  in  that  battalion.  It  has  generally 
been  commanded  either  by  a  captain  or  lieuten- 
ant. He  has  the  entire  supervision  of  the  engineer 
department  of  the  army.  It  isa  very  responsible 
position,  and  I  think  the  officer  who  exercises  it 
should  have  some  additional  compensation  and 
rank. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  should  like  to  know  if  there 
is  any  reason 'iliat  applies  to  this  proposition  that 
does  not  apply  to  the  temporary  commander  of 
any  regiment  in  the  service.  Why  should  not  a 
man  who  commands  a  regiment  and  leads  it  into 
action  in  General  Grant's  army,  or  in  this  army, 
who  may  be  temporarily  in  command,  although 
only  a  captain,  as  is  very  frequently  the  case  for 
months,  have  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel  as 
well  as  this  officer  commanding  the  battalion  of 
engineers? 

Mr.  NESMITH.  In  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  I  will  state  that  the  law  gives  them  a  colo- 
nel and  a  lieutenant  colonel  and  two  majors.  The 
law  does  not  provide  for  any  such  rank  for  the 
officers  in  command  of  the  battalion  of  engineers. 
Anotlier  consideration  is  the  amount  of  respons- 
ibility that  rests  upon  the  shoulders  of  a  princi- 
pal engineer  for  an  army  of  one  hundred  or  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men.  I  think  it  is  due 
to  the  officer  exercising  that  command,  with  such 
responsible  duties,  that  he  should  at  least  have  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  There  is  no  other  army 
in  the  world  where  the  principal  engineer  officer  of 
an  army  of  the  size  of  our  army  of  the  Potomac  is 
not  at  least  a  major  general;  but  we  have  contin- 
ually kept  that  depiartment  in  the  army  of  the  Po- 
tomac down  to  the  lowest  grade.  When  I  was 
with  the  army,  last  winter,  the  principal  engineer 
officer  was  a  lieutenant. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  colonel  of  this  battalion 
is  not  the  principal  engineer  officer  of  any  army. 
He  only  commands  the  sappers  and  miners. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  There  is  no  colonel  of  en- 
gineers. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Senator  is  altogether  mis- 
taken in  saying  the  regiment  of  engineers  has  no 
colonel.  It  has  one  general,  four  colonels,  eight 
lieutenant  colonels,  twelve  majors,  and  twenty- 
four  captains. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon. 
I  was  speaking,  not  in  reference  to  the  regiment, 
but  in  regard  to  this  battalion. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  am  coming  to  that  point.  It 
lias  one  general,  four  colonels,  eight  lieutenant 
colonels,  twelve  majors,  and  twenty-four  captains, 
if  I  remember  aright,  and  so  on  in  that  proportion 
of  officers.  Now,  they  choose  to  take  the  colonels 
and  lieutenant  colonels  and  the  majors  away  and 
assign  them  to  duty  on  the  staff  of  general  officers 
or  to  the  bureaus,  and  in  that  way  leave  a  vacancy 
at  the  head  of  that  small  battalion  of  three  hun- 
dred men. 

Mr.  WILSON.     Seven  hundred. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  It  is  nominally  seven  hundred, 
but  three  hundred  is  about  the  number  of  men  in 
the  service.  They  thereby  leave  a  vacancy  to  be 
filled  by  a  lieutenant  at  the  head  of  this  battalion 
of  sappers  and  miners  attached  to  this  army;  and 
now  they  propose,  because  this  man  happens  to 
be  in  command  of  this  .small  battalion  of  sappers 
and  miners,  to  give  him  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant 
colonel,  while  they  do  not  apply  the  .same  rule  to 
the  officers  of  similar  grades  who  are  in  command 
of  their  regiments.  I  do  not  sec  any  distinction 
in  principle  myself  between  giving  extra  pay  to 
the  commander  of  this  engineer  battalion  of  three 
hundred  or  seven  hundred  men  if  you  please, 
where  the  superior  officers'  have  been  transferred 
to  some  higher  position,  and  he  is  accidentally 
placed  in  command  of  it,  and  giving  extra  pay  to 
a  lieutenant  or  a  captain  in  one  of  the  regiments 
from  my  Slate  who  may  happen  to  be  tempora- 


rily in  command  under  similar  circumstances  of 
a  regiment  or  a  battalion  not  only  for  weeks  but 
for  months. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
agreeing  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Oregon. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

MIL1T.\IIY  ACADEMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning  hour 
having  expired,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  call  up  the  special  order,  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  Friday  last,  which  is  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
34)  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Academy  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1865,  which  is  now  before  the  Senate  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  pending  question  being 
on  the  amendment  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Anthony,]  on  which  the 
yeas  and  riays  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  the 
Senate  found  itself  without  a  quotum. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  will  ask  to  have  the 
amendment  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 
^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  hereafter  in  all  appoint- 
ments of  cadets  to  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  the 
selections  for  such  appointments  in  the  several  districts 
shall  be  made  from  the  candidates  according  to  their  re- 
spective merits  and  qualifications,  to  be  determined  under 
such  rules  and  ref^ulations  as  the  Secretary  of  War  shall 
from  time  to  time  prescribe. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  This  ainendment  is  so  im- 
portant, in  my  view,  and  the  disposition  of  the 
Senate  seemed  to  be  so  favorable  to  it  on  Friday 
last  when  we  found  ourselves  without  a  quorum, 
that  I  desire  in  the  briefest  possible  manner  to  re- 
capitul'ate  what  was  established  in  the  debate  of 
Friday. 

This  amendment  proposes  to  open  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point  to  all  the  youth  of  the 
country,  to  be  selected  by  a  competitive  examina- 
tion, not  of  course  of  their  literary  merits,  but  an 
examination  which  shall  be  directed  to  ascertain 
which  young  men  give  the  best  promise  of  mak- 
ing useful  officers.  It  was  shown  that  in  France, 
the  most  military  country  of  Europe,  the  compet- 
itive system  has  prevailed  for  more  than  seventy- 
five  years,  and  in  all  that  empire,  any  subject, 
naturalized  or  native,  may  offer  himself  for  an 
examination,  and  those  that  are  found  most  likely 
to  be  valuable  to  the  service  are  selected;  and  the 
son  of  the  meanest  peasant  in  France  stands  as 
good  a  chance  within  his  merits  of  entering  the 
army  as  an  officer  as  the  son  of  a  prince. 

It  was  shown,  in  the  second  place,  that  in  Eng- 
land, where  appointments  to  the  army  had  been 
up  to  the  time  of  the  Crimean  war  by  patronage 
or  by  purchase,  after  the  Crimean  war  the  Eng- 
lish became  struck  with  the  inferiority  of  their 
military  organization  as  compared  with  that  of 
the  French,  and  set  themselves  about  to  consider 
the  cause  of  it.  They  could  not  find  that  cause 
in  the  intelligence  of  the  officers,  or  in  the  materiel 
of  thearmy;  but  they  found,  or  they  thought  they 
found  it,  in  the  difference  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  officers  were  appointed  in  France  and  in  Eng- 
land; in  France  being  appointed  by  competition, 
in  England  being  appointed  by  favor.  The  Eng- 
lish Government  thereupon  instituted  the  competi- 
tive system,  threw  open  their  military  academies 
to  all  the  youth  of  the  country,  and  to-day  the  son 
of  a  mechanic  or  a  peasant  in  England  stands  as 
good  a  chance  in  the  military  academies  as  the  son 
of  a  duke.  At  the  last  graduation  the  son  of  one 
of  the  mechanics  at  Woolwich,  and  the  son  of  an 
earl  who  was  a  cabinet  minister,  graduated  side 
by  side,  and  the  one  who  was  the  best  took  the 
highest  rank.     I  do  not  know  which  it  was. 

In  the  third  place,  it  was  shown  that  in  Prus- 
sia, in  Austria,  in  Italy  in  part,  and  in  Belgium 
altogether,  the  competitive  system  prevails.  It 
prevails  in  all  those  countries  for  the  staff  school, 
which  is  the  highest  military  school,  and  in  most 
of  them  for  the  engineers  and  artillery,  and  in 
Belgium  for  the  whole. 

It  was  also  shown  that  there  have  been  many 
examples  of  pupils  admitted  both  to  West  Point 
and  the  Naval  Academy  on  the  competitive  prin- 
ciple here..  It  has  been  done  in  Massachusetts, 
in  New  York,  and  in  Rhode  Island.  My  friend 
from  Iowa  [Mr.  Grimes]  said  aside  that  I  had 
better  ask  a  certain  Representative  from  Massa- 
chusetts who  had  tried  the  experiment.  That 
Representative  is  not  here;  but  I  saw  a  member 
of  ni.s  family,  who  told  mc  the  result  had  been  in 


the  highestdegree  satisfactory,  and  he  should  con- 
tinue it  as  long  as  he  had  the  patronage. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  states  that  in  all  cases  where  the 
pupils  have  been  admitted  by  the  competitive  prin- 
ciple the  results  have  been  most  satisfactory. 
The  board  of  visitors  of  the  Academy  is  composed 
of  some  of  the  most  eminent  educators  in  the  coun- 
try. Among  them  are  Hon.  Henry  Barnard, 
whose  name  I  know  is  held  in  honor  by  my  friend 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Foster]  and  by  all  who 
know  him,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Wayland,  of  Rhode 
Island.  This  board  earnestly  recommend  Con- 
gress to  adopt  the  competitive  system.  It  is  the 
burden  of  theirreport.  In  that  opinion  they  are 
borne  out  by  the  best  officers  in  the  Army.  Un- 
fortunately, I  have  failed  to  receive  a  communi- 
cation which  I  learn  was  sent  to  me  voluntarily 
on  Saturday  from  a  distinguished  officer  in  the 
Army,  whograduatedin  the  engineers,  who  heard 
that  this  amendment  was  pending,  and  so  pre- 
pared to  send  me  some  views  in  advocacy  of  it — 
an  officer  of  great  distinction. 

It  is  not  only  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  vis- 
itors of  the  Military  Academy,  but  it  is  within 
my  personal  knowledge,  that  the  officers  of  the 
Naval  Academy  are  strongly  in  favor  of  this  sys- 
tem. They  have  told  me  so.  They  have  said 
that  the  pupils  who  were  admitted  on  the  compet- 
itive system  were  among  their  very  best  pupils. 
The  board  of  visitors  at  West  Point  give  it  as 
their  opinion,  based  upon  their  own  examination 
and  the  experience  of  other  nations,  that  the  com- 
petitive examination  will  graduate  ninety  percent. 
of  the  admissions.  I  believe  at  present  we  grad- 
uate but  about  forty-five  or  fifty, 

Mr.  WILSON.     Forty-six. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  They  think  this  system  will 
graduate  ninety,  and  they  think  the  whole  body 
of  the  pupils  will  be  up  to  the  average  of  the  ten 
best  under  the  present  system.  That  is  what  they 
say  in  their  report.  What  is  the  use  of  having 
this  board  of  visitors  annually  at  West  Point; 
what  is  the  use  of  sending  there  the  very  best  men 
we  have,  if  when  they  send  us  their  recommend- 
ations we  throw  them  aside  because  wc  say  they 
are  impracticable? — impracticable  to  do  what  is 
done  in  England,  what  is  done  in  France,  what  is 
done  in  Belgium,  what  is  done  in  great  part  of 
every  other  military  nation  withwhose  regulations 
I  am  familiar.     I  do  not  know  about  Russia. 

There  are  two  objections  urged  to  the  proposi-. 
tion.  The  first  is,  that  it  is  unfair,  because,  in 
selecting  some  place  of  examination,  one  boy 
would  have  to  go  farther  than  another;  that  while 
it  would  cost  one  boy  two  dollars  it  would  cost 
another,  perhaps,  ten  dollars.  I  really  do  not 
think  it  is  necessary  to  reply  to  that  objection. 

The  other  objection  was  that  it  was  impracti- 
cable; that  is  to  say,  what  is  done  everywhere 
else,  what  the  officers  of  the  Army  recommend, 
what  the  board  of  visitors  recommend,  what  of- 
ficers of  the  Naval  School  recommend,  is  impi-ac- 
ticable;  and  the  Senator  from  Iowa  asked  me  how 
I  was  going  to  do  it.  When  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  moves  an  amendment  to  the  naval  bill  for  the 
building  of  a  ship,  suppose  I  were  to  ask  him  how 
is  he  going  to  do  it?  He  knows  almost  every- 
thing, but  I  do  not  think  he  can  build  a  ship. 
Su|)pose  I  were  to  say  you  mustobtain  men;  you 
must  get  axes;  you  must  go  into  the  forest  and 
cut  down  trees;  and  then  you  must  cart  this  tim- 
ber down  to  the  sea-side;  and  then  you  must  get 
a  great  many  other  workmen;  you  mustgetiron; 
you  must  get  copper;  you  must  get  sail-makers; 
and  the  thing  is  altogether  impracticable.  Itscems 
to  me  that  would  be  justas  sensible  as  to  say  that 
what  the  most  practical  men  recommend,  what  the 
most  practical  nations  have  done,  is  impracticable. 

1  have  made  this  recapitulation  because  of  the 
favor  with  which  this  proposition  was  received 
on  Friday  last,  and  because  there  are  some  Sen- 
ators now  present  who  were  not  here  when  the 
extracts  from  the  regulations  of  other  nations 
were  read,  atid  who,  1  hope,  will  give  their  votes 
for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Mr.  President,  abstractly  I 
suppose  everybody  would  be  in  favor  of  this  prop- 
osition; but,  as  I  said  to  the  Senator  last  Friday, 
I  do  not  see  how  it  is  going  to  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution with  advantage  to  the  Government.  What 
is  the  proposition?  "That  hereafter  in  all  ap- 
pointments of  cadets  to  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point  the  selections  for  such  appointments 
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in  the  several  districts" — I  suppose  he  means  con- 
gressional districts,  but  he  does  not  say  so — 
"shall  be  made  from  the  candidates  according  to 
their  respective  merits  and  qualifications,  to  be 
determined  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  Secretary  of  War  shall  from  time  to  time  pre- 
scribe." Now,  when  1  ask  what  are  to  be  the 
methods  under  v/hich  the  selection  is  to  be  made, 
he  says  he  throws  that  responsibility  on  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  That  is  shirking  the  responsi- 
bility. We  ought  to  satisfy  ourselves  as  to  how 
that  shall  be  done.  We  ought  to  be  sure  that  jus- 
tice is  going  to  be  done  among  the  several  districts 
of  the  country  and  to  the  young  men  who  have 
gone  outfrom  those  several  districts  into  the  Army 
to  fight  our  battles  for  us.  It  will  not  do,  there- 
fore, for  us  here  to  throw  the  responsibility  upon 
somebody  else,  to  give  some  other  officer  the 
power  to  regulate  this  subject,  and  then  comeback 
a  year  hence,  or  two  years  hence,  if  there  is  com- 
plaint made  about  the  system,  and  shirk  the  re- 
sponsibility by  saying  the  Secretary  of  War  did 
not  carry  out  the  ideas  we  really  entertained,  but 
which  we  had  not  matured  sufficiently  so  as  to  be 
able  to  express  them  in  the  form  of  a  law. 

Mr.  President,  long  before  I  heard  the  Senator 
last  Friday  I  had  read  all  that  Mr.  Barnard,  who 
is  the  agitator  on  this  subject,  had  written  on  the 
subject  of  competitive  examinations  at  the  Mili- 
tary and  Naval  Academies.  So  far  as  tlie  prin- 
ciple was  concerned,  I  have  always  fully  agreed 
with  him;  and  when  I  drafted  a  bill  here  in  regard 
to  midshipmen  some  two  years  ago,  I  endeavored 
assiduously  to  devise  some  scheme,  and  I  called 
to  my  assistance  men  ftxmiliar  with  the  subject  to 
see  if  they  could  not  assist  me  in  devising  some 
system  by  which  this  competitive  examination 
might  be  carried  into  execution;  but  we  discov- 
ered that"  legislating  for  a  military  Government 
like  France  was  altogether  a  different  thing  from 
legislating  for  a  Government  like  ours,  covering 
a  whole  continent.  Are  you  going  to  adopt  the 
system  they  have  in  France  of  sending  military 
officers  to  the  Army  and  to  the  several  districts  of 
the  country?  Is  it  practicable  to  send  this  co;ti- 
mission  through  Iowa  and  Illinois  and  Indiana 
and  Rhode  Island  and  California  and  Oregon? 
If  you  do  not  do  that,  will  you  give,  as  the  Sen- 
ator says  he  desires  to  do,  the  poorest  and  hum- 
blest young  lad  in  the  country  an  opportunity  to 
go  before  the  board  to  be  examined?  That  is  the 
method  in  which  they  are  exammed  in  France. 
I  think  the  Senator  .will  agree  with  me  that  that 
method  is  impracticable;  you  cannot  do  it.  The 
geographical  and  topographical  condition  of  your 
country  is  such  that  you  cannot  send  a  board 
into  every  State  and  every  congressional  district 
of  each  State  to  examine  all  of  the  young  men  in 
it.  The  traveling  expenses  would  be  enormous. 
I  apprehend  nobody  could  estimate  how  much 
the  expense  of  this  system  would  be  if  it  were 
adopted  here. 

Almost  all,  or  a  very  large  proportion,  of  the 
young  men  who  go  into  the  French  military, 
academy  go  in  froni  the  army.  Under  this  prop- 
osition of  the  Senator,  if  it  were  adopted  by  Con- 
gress and  should  become  a  law,  we  should  ex- 
clude all  the  young  men  who  have  gone  from  our 
several  States  and  districts  into  the  Army.  This 
commission  would  go  to  the  respective  districts 
throughout  the  Slates.  They  would  not  have  an 
opportunity  to  examine  them,  and  the  young  men 
who  are  in  the  Army  would  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  appear  before  this  board  to  be  examined. 
I  think  my  colleague  will  agree  with  me  that  the 
most  satisfactory  selections  that  have  ever  been 
made  in  our  State  for  appointment  to  the  Military 
Academy  have  been  made  during  the  last  year; 
not  at  the  instance  of  any  Senator  or  any  Repre- 
sentative— for  I  knew  nothing  about  them  until 
after  they  were  made — but  made  of  young  men 
who  had  distinguished  themselves  in  the  Army 
underGeiieralGrantand  General  Sherman.  Now, 
I  should  like  to  know  how  it  would  be  possible 
for  those  young  men,  ifthe  system  which  the  Sena- 
tor from  Rhode  Island  proposes  is  to  be  adopted, 
ever  to  get  from  the  Army  before  a  board  to  be 
examined,  in  order  that  they  might  be  appointed 
to  the  Military  Academy.  Are  you  going  to  send 
this  commission  as  well  to  the  Army  and  to  every 
subdivision  of  it.^  Are  you  going  to  stop  the 
Army  in  its  career,  in  order  to  examine  into  the 
comparative  merits  and  scholastic  attainments  of 
the  young  men- in  the  Army? 


If  I  had  the  power,  if  I  had  any  connection  with 
this  subject,  I  think  my  present  impression  is  that 
I  would  draw  a  bill  by  which  all  of  the  cadets  to 
the  Military  Academy  should  be  selected  from 
the  Army  for  the  time  being.  It  could  not  be  done 
in  one  section,  nor  in  two,  nor  in  three;  butl  would 
try  to  devise  some  scheme  by  which  those  who 
have  most  distinguished  themselves  for  their  gal- 
lantry, for  their  skill  and  resolution  in  the  Army, 
should  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  Military  Acad- 
emy, and  by  competition  if  you  please,  for  there 
it  is  possible  to  have  a  competitive  examination. 
The  young  men  who  were  appointed  from  the 
Army  last  summer  were  examined.  General  Sher- 
man ,  through  whose  influence  several  of  them  were 
appointed,  to  my  knowledge,  did  send  them  before 
a  board  of  Army  officers,  and  those  officers  ex- 
amined the  military  records  of  those  men  and  gave 
them  an  examination.  There  itwas  practicable. 
A  certain  number  of  these  appointments  were  del- 
egated to  General  Grant  and  General  Sherman, 
and  they  had  the  means,  while  the  Army  was  lying 
in  camp,  of  sending  the  young  men  before  a  board 
of  officers  and  giving  them  the  proper  examina- 
tion. "I  should  be  willing  to  carry  that  idea,  there 
and  tjien  inaugurated  by  General  Sherman  and 
General  Grant,  still  further,  and  to  take  for  this 
year  and  for  the  next  all  the  young  men  from  the 
Army;  but  under  this  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  they  are  all  to  be  taken  from 
the  several  districts,  and  the  Army  would  be  ne- 
cessarily excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  selec- 
tion. 

There  is  only  one  other  way  in  which  they 
could  be  selected,  and  that  would  be  for  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  alio  w  each  member  of  Congress  to 
designate  his  own  board  before  which  young  men 
desiring  to  reach  West  Point  should  appear  and 
be  examined.  Does  it  not  occur  to  every  Sena- 
tor that  if  you  allow  that  to  be  done  in  every  con- 
gressional district,  you  are  going  to  have  just  as 
many  standards  of  excellence  as  there  are  dis- 
tricts, and  does  not  everybody  know  that  the 
member  of  Congress  can  select  just  whom  he 
pleases  to  examine  them,  and  that  he  virtually 
and  in  fact  would  retain  in  his  hands  the  same 
power  over  the  selection  under  that  system  that 
he  exercises  now? 

If  there  be  any  other  methodthat  the  Secretary 
of  War  could  adopt,  it  has  failed  thus  far  to  im- 
press itself  upon  my  mind.  Let  me  say  to  the 
Senator  that  so  far  as  the  abstract  proposition  is 
concerned  I  assent  to  it  entirely;  I  have  always 
concurred  in  the  idea;  but  considering  our  geo- 
graphical position  and  the  condition  that  we  are 
in  now,  when  so  many  of  our  young  men,  and  tlie 
very  young  men  who  ought  to  go  into  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  are  drawn  off  into  the  Army,  and 
the  expense  that  would  attend  it,  and  the  time 
that  would  be  necessary  to  carry  out  this  investi- 
gation through  a  commission  appointed  by  the 
War  Department  to  go  over  the  several  districts, 
and  the  incertitude  and  dissatisfaction  that  must 
attend  any  system  by  which  each  member  of  Con- 
gress would  be  authorized  to  appoint  his  own 
commission,  I  must  confess  that  the  proposition 
as  it  stands  does  not  strike  me  favorably.  That 
some  scheme  may  be  devised  by  which  there  may 
be  acompetitive  examination  of  these  young  men, 
I  do  not  pretend  to  deny.  I  am  willing  to  agree 
that  some  scheme  ought  to  be  devised,  and  I  am 
willing  to  assist  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island 
in  attempting  to  get  up  such  a  scheme;'  but  it  can- 
not be  done  in  a  single  section  on  an  appropria- 
tion bill.  Somebody  must  give  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  whole  subject,  taking  into  consideration 
all  its  bearings,  and  then  we  may  devise  some- 
thing that  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  country  and 
to  ourselves. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  do  not  wish  to  prolong 
this  debate,  and  I  am  not  going  to  do  so.  The 
Senator  from  Iowa  has  answered  himself  so  much 
better  than  I  can,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
attempt  to  do  so.  He  commenced  by  saying  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  include  the  Army  in 
this  system.  He  then  went  on  to  show  how  the 
Army  had  actually  been  included  in  a  competi- 
tive examination,  and  that  is  precisely  the  way  it 
might  be  done  under  the  proposed  system;  that  is, 
the  young  men  who  are  in  the  Army  from  a  par- 
ticular district  might  have  in  the  various  regi- 
ments a  competitive  examination,  and  those  who 
jCamcout  best  might  have  an  examination  among 
themselves.  « 


Mr.  GRIMES.  Your  section  requires  that  they 
shall  be  examined  in  their  districts. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  thinkit  does  notrequireit. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Would  the  Senator  have 
the  young  men  in  the  Army  examined  by  one 
board,  and  the  young  men  in  the  district  at  home 
by  another? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     No. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  How  will  you  get  them 
together? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  would  have  the  young 
men  in  each  regiment  belonging  to  a  particular 
district  who  passed  the  best  to  stand  an  examina- 
tion with  the  young  men  in  other  regiments  who 
passed  the  best. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  How  are  they  to  stand  in 
competition  then  with  the  young  men  at  home  in 
the  district? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Let  them  all  come  home 
and  have  an  examination  at  home. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Then  they  must  get  leave 
of  absence  in  someway. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Let  them  get  leave  of  ab- 
sence. There  will  be  only  one,  perhaps,  in  a  regi- 
ment. I  do  not  propose  in  this  amendment  to 
state  how  the  examination  shall  be  conducted. 
That  is  a  matter  of  executive,  not  of  legislative  ar- 
rangement. I  do  not  think  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  together  could  make  so  good 
a  plan  of  examination  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
could.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  all  the  military 
science,  all  the  military  skill  in  the  country  at  his 
command,  and  he  has  the  best  educational  science 
at  his  command;  and  to  say  that  he  cannot  do 
precisely  what  has  been  done  in  other  countries, 
and  what  has  been  found  to  be  necessary  and  has 
lately  been  done  in  England,  seems  to  me  to  be 
perfectly  absurd.  The  best  test  of  the  practica- 
bility of  a  thing  is  that  it  has  been  done,  and  that 
it  has  been  done  by  practical  people. 

The  Senator  from  Iowa  says  he  would  join  me 
in  drawing  up  a  bill  to  accomplish  the  object.  I 
do  not  think  that  we  are  the  persons  to  draw  up 
such  a  bill,  to  make  these  regulations.  I  think 
that  belongs  to  the  Executive  Department.  If  I 
may  pursue  the  illustration  that  1  made  before, 
we  might  just  as  well  settle  the  details  of  a  ship 
when  we  instruct  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
construct  one.  When  we  tell  him  to  build  a  gun- 
boat, we  might  as  well  settle  what  shall  be  the 
length  of  the  keel ,  and  what  shall  be  the  draught 
of  water, and  what  shall  be  the  breadth  of  beam.  I 
think  it  is  a  matter  of  executive  detail  and  arrange- 
ment altogether. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
of  the  Senator  whether  it  exactly  follows  that  be- 
cause it  has  been  done  in  other  countries  it  can 
be  done  in  ours.  There  is  a  very  great  differ- 
ence in  extent  of  territory,  in  the  first  place;  and 
in  the  next  place  the  Senate  will  observe  that  there 
is  a  very  great  difference  in  the  amount  and  ex- 
tent of  education.  Probably  where  there  would 
be  one  applicant  for  an  appointment  of  this  kind 
either  in  France  or  England,  with  sufficient  edu- 
cation, we  might  have  four  or  five  hundred,  be- 
cause we  educate  everybody;  everybody  under- 
stands what  he  is  at  liberty  to  do.  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  have  such  a  system  carried  out  if  it 
could  be  done;  but  ray  great  apprehension  is  that 
it  will  make  an  enormous  expense  in  the  way  of 
traveling  about  to  make  such  examinations,  in  the 
first  place.  If  the  commission  or  commissions  be 
sent  all  over  the  country  for  this  purpose,  the  ne- 
cessary expense  of  traveling  must  be  very  great; 
and  the  result  being  doubtful,  it  is  hardly  worth 
while  to  try  such  an  experiment  now.  So  it  seems 
to  me. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  do  not  propose  that  they 
shall  travel  all  over.  I  believe  that  in  every  dis- 
trict there  will  be  found  men  of  the  very  highest 
character  who  will  undertake  this  service  for 
nothing,  and  the  young  men  themselves  will  come 
to  the  examination  at  their  own  expense  if  this 
amendment  shall  prevail. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  But  who  is  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  the  board?  Does  the  Senator  think  per- 
sons can  be  found  who  will  sit  a  fortnight  to  ex- 
amine cverjibody  that  comes,  in  every  district? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     I  do. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  ought  to  be  ascer- 
tained. And  does  the  Senator  think  they  will  be 
persons  capable  of  making  the  examination  and 
judging? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     I  do;  and  the  more  capa- 


].08() 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  14, 


ble  tliey  are  the  more  likely  they  would  be  to 
serve  without  compensation. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Hy  whom  .shall  they  be 
eelectod .' 

Mr.  ANTPION  Y.  I  do  not  pretend  to  arrange 
the  details;  but  if  1  were  to  do  so,  1  would  have 
them  .selected  by  the  member  of  Congress  of  the 
district. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  would  be  leaving 
it  to  him  after  nil.     That  would  result  as  it  is  now. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  it  is  very  easy  for  Senators 
to  bring  up  an  impracticable  plan  of  doing  the 
thing,  anil  ilien  to  say  it  cannot  be  done  accord- 
ing to  that  plan. 

l\lr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  merely  the  Sen- 
ator's answer  to  himself.  He  is  asked  if  he  can 
bring  up  a  practicable  pUn,  and  he  cannot  do  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Can  tlie  SLtiator  make  a 
ship  ?  If  he  were  asked  about  that,  he  would  say, 
"  Go  to  the  navy-yard;  go  to  Mr.  Webb  to  build 
a  ship."  Sol  would  go  ii)  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  make  this  arrangement.- 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  re- 
sulted— yeas  15,  nays  2i2;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  An'tlioiiy,.  Brown,  Cliaiiilli'r,  Clark, 
Dixon,  Fo-slLT,  Ihilc,  Howard,  M(irg:ui,Slierniaii,  Sumner, 
Truniliull,  Van  Winkle,  Wajc,  and  Wilson— 15. 

N.Wrf — Messrs.  liitekaluvv,  Collanirr,  Conness,  Davis, 
Doolittlr.'jFe.-fsonden,  Foot, Grimes,  Harding,  Harlan, Harris, 
Howe.  Johnson,  Lane  ol" Kansas,  Slorril I, Nesniilll,  Powell, 
Kiddle,  SauUbury,'i'cnEyck,  WiUey,  and  Wriglit— ±J. 

So  tlie  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HALE.  1  propose  an  amendment  as  an 
additional  section: 

Anil  4c  it  further  enacted,  That  no  part  of  the  money  here- 
by appropriated  shall  he  applied  to  the  support  or  "pay  of 
any  eadels  not  appointed  in  conlbrjnily  with  the  express 
|)rovisioii  ot' law  regulating  apjiointnients  of  eadets  at  that 
Academy. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  should  like  to  know  why 
it  is  necessvry  to  propose  such  an  atncndmenl  as 
lliat.      Are  the  cadets  paid  now  contrary  to  law.' 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  be 
under  the  necessity  of  explaining  it.  1  will  ex- 
plain it  in  a  moment,  and  I  will  say  that  the  same 
thing  prevails  at  the  Naval  Academy.  The  pro- 
vision of  law  for  the  appointment  of  cadets  at  the 
Military  Academy  is  as  follows: 

"  Hereafter  in  all  cases  of  appointnienls  of  eadets  to  tlie 
West  Point  Academy,  the  individual  selected  shall  be  an 
aetual  resident  of  the  eongiessional  district  of  the  .State  or 
Territory,  or  District  of  (Jolnaibia,  from  whieh  the  ap- 
jwintment  purports  to  he  made  :  And prouhlcJ further,  That 
llie  number  of  cadets  by  appointments  hereafter  to  be  made 
shall  be  limited  to  the  number  of  the  Representatives  and 
Delegates  in  Congress,  and  one  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; and  that  each  congressional  and  territorial  district.ind 
the  DislrictnCColumbia  shall  he  entitled  to  have  one  cadet  at 
said  Aca(|(-]]iy  :  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  section  shall 
prevent  llieappoinlmentofan  additional  number  of  cadets, 
not  exceeding  teii.-|o  be  appointed  at  large,  without  being 
confined  to  a  selection  by  congressional  districts." 

The  construction  which  has  been  put  this  year 
upon  the  law — it  never  has  been  so  construed,  I 
beheve,  until  this  year — by  some  of  the  officers 
of  the  War  Department  is  tliat  they  may  not  only 
appoint  cadets  recommended,  according  to. the 
provisions  of  the  law,  t)y  the  Representative  from 
the  district,  but  that,  for  nil  the  districts  out  of 
the  Union,  that  are  not  rcpi-escnted  in  Congress, 
there  may  be  appointments  made  liy  the  Wai-  De- 
partment without  any  recommendation  by  any- 
body. If  the  law  authoriz(^s  it,  this  provision 
will  have  no  effect;  but  if  these  cadets  were  ap- 
pointed conti-ary  to  law,  there  will  be  no  provis- 
ion made  for  their  support.    That  will  be  thecfiect. 

Mr.  CONN  ESS.  1  have  two  objections  to  the 
adoption  of  th("  amendment.  One  is  explained 
by  the  honoral)le  Senator  from  New  Hampshii-c, 
namely,  that  it  might  operate  against  the  support 
of  tiiose  cadets  appointed  at  laige  and  recently 
taken  from  iheAiiny.  The  circumstances  under 
which  those  appointments  were  made,  are  anom- 
alous and  new,  and  there  should  be  no  strict  pro- 
vision of  law  applied  that  would  prevent  them, 
being  appointed,  from  having  the  support  pro- 
videil  by  law. 

My  second  objection  is  thatal:cording  to  a  strict 
construction  of  the  amendment  ]iroposed  by  the 
honorable  Senator,  no  su|>port  could  be  had  for 
the  cadets  appointed  from  my  own  State  of  Cali- 
fornia. It  will  be  noticed  that cadetsfire  retpiired 
by  the  letter  of  tlii>  law  to  be  appointed  from  the 
congressional  district.  Up  to  this  time  we  have 
no  congressional  districts  in  California. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  There  is  no  such  law. 
Tiiere  is  no  law  that  rerjuires  the  eadels  at  West 
Point  to  be(i|ipf)inicd  from  congressional  districts. 


The  Senator  from  Vermont,  who  is  fully  infonncd 
on  this  subject,  tells  me  so. 

Mr.  FOOT.  It  is  a  mere  regulation  of  the  War 
Department.  There  is  no  law  on  the  subject.  It 
is  a  rnere  departmental  regulation.  In  refci-ence 
to  midshipmen  at  the  Naval  Academy,  the  law  re- 
quires that  they  shall  bea|)pointed  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives at  the  time;  but  the  same  law  does 
not  apply  to  the  Military  Academy.  There  is  no 
provision  of  law  that  requires  the  appointments 
of  cadets  at  the  Military  Academy  to  be  by  dis- 
tricts and  on  the  recommendation  of  members  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  HALE.     1  think  you  are  mistaken. 

Mr.  CONN  ESS,  1  shoifld  like  to  hear  that 
read  again,  if  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Johnson]  will  favor  us.  Tliere  is  a 
mistalce  sonunvhere. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  Senator  from  Maryland  has 
the  law  which  1  lead. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  law  to  which  the  hon- 
orable member  from  New  Hampshire  referred  is 
the  law  of  the  1st  of  March,  1843,  as  given  in  the 
Digest,  and  1  suppose  the  Digest  is  right: ' 

"  Hereafter  in  all  eases  of  ap|)ointnients  of  cadets*to  the 
West  I'oint  Academy  the  individual  selected  shall  be  an 
actual  resident  of  the  congressional  disiriet  of  the  State 
or  Territory,  or  District  of  Columbia,  Ironi  whieh  the  ap- 
l)ointm'.'nt  purports  to  be  made:  Jind  provided  further,  Tluit 
the  number  of  cadets  by  appointments  hereafter  tube  made 
shall  be  limited  to  the  number  of  the  Representatives  and 
Delegates  in  Congress,  aiid  one  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia;  and  that  each  eongressional  and  territorial  dislrictand 
theDislrictolColumbiasliall  be  entitled  to  have  one  cadet  at 
said  Academy:  Provided,  Thar  nolliing  in  thisseetion^lnill 
prevent  the  appointmentof  an  additional  numbi^rof  cadets, 
not  exceeding  ten,  to  be  appoiiit<,'d  al  large,  without  being 
confined  to  a  selection  by  eoiigiessional  districts." 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  suppose  the  Senator  from 
Nefw  Hampshire  will  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HALE.     No. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  1  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted,  lest  in  its  operation  it  should  be 
construed  as  the  Senator  undoubtedly  intends  it 
should  be. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  no  disposition  and  no  wish 
to  cut  ofFanybody;  but  I  think  that  while  we  have 
laws,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  see  them  en- 
forced; and  I  am  perfectly  willing,  to  meet  the 
case  that  has  been- suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
California,  that  the  amendment  shall  read  that  no 
part  of  the  money  shall  beajiplied  to  the  support 
of  any  cadets  hereafter  appointed  except  in  con- 
formity to  law.  It  is  simply  saying  that  while 
you  have  laws  they  shall  be  enforced,  and  if  there 
is  no  law  the  amendment  will  be  harmless. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  1  do  not  see  the  necessity  for 
the  amfiidment. 

Mr.  HALE.  There  is  no  necessity  for  the 
amendment  if  Congress  is  willing  to  abdicate  and 
let  the  War  Department  put  in  whom  they  please, 
and  as  many  as  they  please,  and  on  such  condi- 
tioi)s  as  they  )ilease. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  The  object  of  the  Senator 
would  seem  to  be  to  restrict  the  War  Department 
in  its  action.  1  am  not  informed  that  the  War 
Department  in  any  manner  interferes  with  the 
appointment  of  these  cadets,  except  as  provided 
by  law.  If  that  Department  docs  so,  the  Senator 
will  specify  the  insiance,and  1  will  vote  with  him 
to  apply  a  corrective;  but  upon  a  mere  assump- 
tion that  they  do 

Mr.  HALE.  It  is  in  a  printed  document  which 
the  Department  have  sent  to  us  on  the  call  of  the 
Senate  this  session.   • 

Mr.  CONNESS.  1  do  not  understand  it  as  the 
Senator  does.  I  do  not  desire  to  continue  this 
discussion  unnecessarily.  1  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  III!  adopted. 

Mr.  HALE.  1  modify  the  amendment  so  as 
to  say,  "  those  hereafterajipointed." 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  understand  the  law  which  was 
read  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  es- 
tablishes two  [irinciples:  first,  that  the  number  of 
cadets  shall  not  be  greater  than  the  number  of 
congressional  districts,  ten  at  large,  and  one  for 
the  District  of  Coliuubia;  and  second,  that  those 
cadets  shall  reside  in  their  respective  congres- 
sional dislricts.  If  that  be  the  law,  every  cadet 
must  fulfill  two  conditions:  'u\  the  first  place,  he 
must  reside  within  a  particular  congressional  dis- 
trict; and  in  the  next  place,  there  can  be  butotie 
from  each  congressional  district. 

Mr.  HOWE.  1  had  occasion  to  look  at  this 
subject  of  the  aif)iointnunt  of  cadets  to  the  Mili- 
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not  very  distinct  about  it;  but  1  have  an  act  be- 
fore me  which  verifies  such  recollection  as  I  had 
on  the  subji;'ct.  In  1852  an  act  was  passed  regu- 
lating the  appointiTicnt  of  midshipmen  in  the  Na- 
val School,  and  that  provides: 

"No  apjiointment  of  midshipman,  acting  midshipman, 
or  pupil  at  any  Naval  School  in  the  Navy,  shall  be  made 
unless  recommended  by  Ibe  member  of  Congress  represent- 
ing the  district  in  wliieli  the  applicant  resides,  in  the  same 
manner  that  eadets  at  West  Point  are  now  appointed." 

That,  to  be  sure,  is  not  an  enactment  that  ca- 
dets at  AVest  Point  shall  be  appointed  upon  the 
recommendation  of  a  member  of  Congress,  but  it 
is  a  legislative  recognition  of  that  mode  of  ap- 
pointment. 

Mr.  FOOT.  The  appointment  of  cadets  at 
West  Point  is  regulated  by  rule  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  not  by  law. 

Mr.  HOWE.  And  this  is  a  recognition  of  that 
rule  of  appointment. 

Mr.  FOOT.  That  law  requires  that  midship- 
men to  the  Naval  Academy  shall  be  selected  in  the 
same  manner  that  cadets  at  West  Point  are  se- 
lected, the  jiracticc  being  that  their  selection  is 
made  by  the  member  representing  the  district,  in 
accordance  with  the  rule  of  the  Department,  and 
not  of  a  le^jislative  provision. 

Mr.  HOWE,  i  concede  that  this  is  not  an  en- 
actment, but  it  is  a  very  clear  recognition  of  the 
projiriety  of  that  rule. 

Mr.  CLARK.  1  do  not  like  this  amendment, 
and  1  want  to  call  the  attention  of  my  colleague 
to  it  and  to  the  principle  of  it.  For  a  wrong  act 
on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  some- 
body else,  it  proposes  not  to  deal  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  but  to  deal  with  the  appointees. 

Mr.  HALE.  As  it  is  modified,  it  does  not 
touch  them. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  submit  to  my  colleague  that 
it  may  touch  them;  it  applies  now  to  those  Iftre- 
afier  appointed.  Suppose  a  young  lYian  is  ap- 
pointed, and  he  presumes  that  he  is  appointed 
legally,  but  it  turns  out  that  he  is  appointed  with- 
out authority  of  law,  then  my  colleague's  amend- 
ment would  take  from  th«t  cadet  his  support.  He 
should  deal  with  the  Secretary  for  doing  it,  not 
with  the  cadet;  tlie  cadet  should  not  be  punished 
and  starved  because  ihe  Secretary  has  made  a  mis- 
take, or  willfully  done  ii  wrong  of  which  the  cadet 
was  not  cognizant,  and  in  which  he  had  no  part. 
1  submit  that  we  should  deal  with  the  Secretary, 
the  ]iersoii  appointing,  the  a|>pointing  power,  and 
not  with  the  person  a]ipninted. 
•  Mr.  CONNESS.  We  are  told  that  the  mode 
of  appointing  cadets  is  siinply  a  matter  of  mili- 
tary regulation;  but  the  provision  of  law  read  by 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  and  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  is  that  the  cadet,  if  appointed 
under  the  law,  must  be  a  residcntof  the  congres- 
sional district  of  the  mcn^ber  who  recommends 
the  appointment.  I  suppose  there  is  no  question 
about  that.  The  State  of  California  has  not  yet 
•been  divided  into  congressional  districts;  it  elects 
its  Congressmen  by  a  "general  tickel,"as  the  term 
is;  and  the  Congressmen  from  that  State  join  in 
recommendations  for  the  appointment  of  cadela 
from  that  State.  Now,  shall  we  have  an  amend- 
ment ingrafted  here  that  will  deprive  any  of  those 
boys  of  the  su|iport  provided  by  law  for  others.'' 
Clearly  not.  1  maybe  replied  to  by  the  question, 
"  Why  does  not  California  comply  with  the  law 
and  divide  its  territory  into  congressional  dis- 
tricts.'" 1  cannot  answer  for  that.  I  suppose 
they  have  followed  their  best  judgment,  even  in 
the  neglect  that  is  apparent;  but  we  must  deal  with 
the  state  of  facts  actually  existing.  1  believe  that 
very  soon,  tifter  this  month,  cadets  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  next  academic  year.  1  ask  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  if  that  is  not  the 
case . 

Mr.  HALE.     1  do  not  know. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  believe  they  are  soon  to  be 
selected;  and  his  amendment,  adecting  those  here- 
after ap|)oinied,  would  ajiply  to  us  just  about  as 
severely  as  if  it  nfTected  those  a|)pointed  in  the 
past.  1  submit  to  the  Senator,  as  his  colleague 
lias  suggested,  that  if  there  beany  wrong  or  juiy 
irreguhuiiy  in  the  mode  of  appointment,  means  be 
adoiited  to  correct  that  irregularity ;  butdo  notpro- 
pose  to  deprive  a  boy  who  secures  an  appointment 
and  to  whom  this  path  and  highway  is  o|iened,  of 
the  support  that  the  Government  intends  he  whall 
have  and  that  is  provider!  for  him  by  law.     It  is 
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iicitliei- generous  nor  just  to  undertake  to  correct 
niistftkes  and  errors  in  the  administrative  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  by  taking  avi^ay  the  neces- 
sary support  from  these  cadets. 

Mr.  HALE.  All  these  things  are  exceedingly 
unl'oriLUjaie.  This  same  course  was  adopted  by 
the  Navy  Department  early  in  the  history  of  the 
rebellion;  but  this  is  the  first  year  that  the  War 
Department  has  entered  upon  it.  I  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  it  last  year,  so  far  as  th-c 
Navy  Department  was  concerned.  An  answer 
was  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs, 
and  the  committee  reported  to  the  Senate  that  the 
appointments  were  illegal.  The  Senate  adopt- 
ed that  resolution  unanimously,  and  sent  a  copy 
of  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and,  I  think, 
to  the  President  also.  There  was  a  clear  law  and 
(I  unanimous  construction  of  the  Senate  upon  it; 
but  what  was  the  result?  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  went  on  and  did  the  same  thing  right  over 
again,  as  if  there  had  been  no  action  and  no  opin- 
ion expressed  upon  it. 

My  colleague  suggests  that  we  should  deal  with 
the  Secretary.  1  do  not  know  any  rule  of  action 
on  such  subjects  but  to  deal  with  violations  of 
lasv  when  we  meet  them,  let  them  be  practiced  by 
whom  they  may.  God  knows  1  have  no  hostil- 
ity to  any  of  these  young  men,  and  therefore  1 
liave  modified  the  amendment  so  that  the  provis- 
ion which  it  contains  shall  be  the  rule  only  as  to 
appointmeijts  hereafter  made.  What  is  this 
amendment.'  Simply  and  solely  that  you  will 
not  support  at  your  Military  Academy  boys  who 
liave  no  right  there  by  law;  not  that  you  will  not 
support  those  who  are  tjiere  now  without  law,  but 
thatjn  the  future  you  will  not  support  boys  at 
that  Academy  who  may  not  be  there  in  accuid- 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law.     That  is  all. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  law  is  by  no  means  as 
clear  as  the  honorable  member  from  New  Hamp- 
shire supposes  it,  or  as^the  Senate  must  have 
thought  when  they  adopted  the  resolution  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  at 
the  last  session.  I  understand  the  Senator  to  say 
that  at  the  last  session  tjhe  Committee  0)1  Naval 
Affairs  recommended,  and  the  Senate  adopted,  a 
resolution  saying  that  the  Navy  Department  had 
no  right  to  appoint  for  the  States  which  are  in  a 
condition  of  rebellion.  I  think  that  is  a  mistake; 
but  before  1  refer  to  that  1  have  a  word  or  two  to 
s:iy  in  relation  to  the  two  questions  which  1  suppose 
are  involved  in  the  proposition  before  the  Senate. 

The  honorable  member  proposes  that  no  amount 
of  this  appropriation  shall  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  salaries  or  other  expenses  of  any  cadets 
who  have  not  been  properly  selected  and  appointed, 
and  he  concludes  that  certain  cadets  have  been 
improperly  selected  and  appointed  because  the 
States  that  are  in  a  state  of  rebellion  are  not  to  be 
represented  in  the  Naval  or  Military  Academy. 
Now,  looking  at  the  practical  result,  if  that  is  so 
the  School  will  not  be  full  until  the  rebellion  is 
terminated.  There  aresome  eight  or  ten  ortwelve 
States  now  in  that  condition,  and  if  there  i;3  no 
power  in  the  Department  to  supply  the  number 
of  cadets  that  would  be  forthcoming  under  the  law 
if  those  Slates  were  still  in  tiie  Union  and  ac- 
knowledged the  authority  of  ,he  Goverrmient, 
then  tlie  School  will  be  short  just  that  immber  of 
pupils.  That  is  certainly  to  be  avoided.  The 
only  difficulty  that  I  see  is  not  that  the  Secre- 
tary has  not  the  autiiority  to  appoint,  but  be- 
cause of  the  |)rovision  which  interferes  with  the 
practical  exercise  ofihe  legal  authority  to  ap- 
point, by  requiring  tlie  cadet  appointed  to  be,  at 
the  time  of  his  appointment,  an  actual  resident  of 
the  congressional  district,  in  my  view,  if  the 
Secretary  of  War  or  the  President  can  get  pupils 
from  those  States,  residents  of  those  States  at  the 
time  of  their  appointment,  they  have  the  author- 
ity to  appoint  them. 

The  honorable  membersupposes  that  the  same 
abuse  of  power,  or  rather  misapprehension  of 
authority, exists  in  the  Navy  i3cpartmenl  that  he 
supposes  to  exist  in  tlic  War  Department  upon 
this  subject.  1  think,  with  all  rcs|)ect  to  his  judg- 
ment and  the  judgtnent  of  his  committee,  that  m 
that  lie  is  mistaken;  and  that  is  not  an  opinion 
now  for  the  first  time  expressed,  but  when  my 
attention  was  called  to  this  subject,  just  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress^  1  came  to 
tin;  conclusion  which  I  am  about  to  state  as  far 
UH  the  Navy  Dcpurtniciit  is  concerned. 


T\fe  honorable,  member  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Foot]  is  right  in  saying  that  tliere  is  no  provis- 
ion by  statute  law  for  the  mode  in  which  these 
cadets  are  to  be  selected.  That  is  a  subject  of 
de|)artinental  regulation.  The  only  provision  of 
law  ill  relation  to  the  appointment  of  cadets  at 
the  Military  Academy  is  that  when  they  are  se- 
lected they  shall  be  residents  of  the  district  from 
which  they  are  appointed.  The  law  of  July  IC, 
1862,  which  jnovides  for  the  selection  of  mid- 
shipmen at  the  Naval  School  has  a  very  different 
provision.  The  eleventh  section  of  that  act  pro- 
vides "  that  the  students  at  the  Naval  Academy 
shall  be  styled  midshipmen;"  and  then  it  goes  on 
to  state  wliat  their  age  must  be,  and  what  kind 
of  examination  they  are  to  be  subjected  to;  and 
then  it  says: 

"  The  President  shall  select  tlie  two  from  the  District  of 
Coluniliia  ami  the  ten  at  large,  and  the  President  shall  also 
bo  allowed  three  yearly  appointments,  who  sliall  not  be 
ovc-r  eighteen  years  ofage,  who  shall  be  selected  from  hoys 
enlisted  in  the  Navy,  and  who  have  been  at  least  one  year 
in  the  service."  »  *  *  *  "  From  and  after 
the  .5th  of  March,  1863,  the  nomination  of  candidates  for 
admission  into  the  Naval  Academy  shall  be  made  between 
the  5th'of  March  and  the  1st  of  Jnly  of  each  year,  upon  the 
recommendation  ofthe  member  or  delegate, from  actual  res- 
idents of  his  district,  and  they  shall  be  examined  for  ad- 
mission in  Jnly." 

That  provision  is  very  clear.  Supposing  that 
the  States  were  all  in,  the  person  selected  is  to  be 
selected  from  the  district,  and  the  selection  is  to 
be  made  upon  the  recommetidation  of  the  inember 
or  delegate  from  that  district.  But  the  proviso 
says: 

"  Provided,  That  when  :uiy  candidate  who  has  been  so 
nominated  shall  upon  examination  be  found  physically  or 
mentally  disqualified  for  admission,  the  memberor  delegate 
from  whose  district  he  was  so  nominated  shall  be  notihed 
10  rceommerid  anothrr  candidate,  who  shall  be  examined 
in  September  following." 

Now  comes  a  provision  which,  as  1  think,  bears 
on  the  question: 

"  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  fif  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
as  soon  after  the  5th  of  March  as  possible,  to  notify,  in 
writing,  each  member  and  delegate  of  any  vacancy  that  jnay 
exist  in  his  district ;  and  if  said  member  or  delegate  neglects 
to  reconnnend  a  candidate  by  the  1st  of  Jnly  in  that  year, 
then  it  shall  be  the  duty  ofthe  Secretary  ofthe  Navy  to  fill 
the  vacancy." 

1  think  the  Senate  will  agree  with  me  m  opin- 
ion that  it  was  the  purpose  of  this  law  that  the 
School  should  be  kept  full,  and  the  only  question 
is  whether  it  is  to  be  kept  full  now  when  some  of 
the  States  are  in  rebellion.  If  they  were  not  in 
that  condition,  ancT  the Tnembers  from  the  various 
congressional  districts  into  which  these  several 
States  are  divided,  upon  being  notified  of  a  va- 
cancy, made  no  selection  or  nomination,  then  it 
is  clear  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  would 
have  had  the  authority,  in  the  words  of  the  law 
it  would  then  have  been  his  duty  himself  to  make 
the  appointments.  Now,  the  only  question,  as  I 
think,  which  the  law  jjresents,  is  whether  in  the 
case  of  the  Naval  School  as  well  as  in  the  case  of 
the  West  Point  Academy  it  is  necessary  that  the 
boy  selected  should  be  at  the  lime  of  the  selection 
a  resident  of  the  district  whence  the  selection  is 
to  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The 
object  being  to  keep  the  School  full,  if  from  any 
cau.se  he  is  unable  to  make  a  selection  from  the 
State  or  congressional  district  which  is  entitled  to 
the  selection,  my  impression  is,  and  the  general 
purpose  of  the  law  is  very  clear,  that  he  has  the 
authority  to  make  the  selection  from  any  part  of 
the  country  that  he  thinks  proper.  It  never  could 
have  been  the  purpose  of  Congress  thatthisSchool 
should  fail  in  the  great  object  of  having  it  always 
full  by  one  or  more  Slates  going  out  of  the  Union 
in  a  state  of  insurrection.  We  are  just  as  much 
interested  now  in  having  tlic  School  full,  as  we 
were  interested  in  having  it  full  before  the  rebel- 
lion broke  out;  and  the  only  way  to  keep  it  full 
ia  to  consider  the  authority  of  the  Secretary 
(which  all  will  admit  is  an  authority  which  connes 
into  existence,  if  there  is  no  rebellion,  upon  the 
contingency  of  the  member  or  the  delegate  de- 
clining to  nominate)  to  make  the  nomination.  Is 
that  power  of  nomination,  given  to  him  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  the  School  in  a  condition  in 
which  the  country  requires  it  to  be,  to  be  defeated 
by  these  States  going  out,  and  by  going  out  ren- 
dering it  impossible  for  the  Secretary  to  make  a 
selection  from  the  States  that  thus  go  out.' 

A  general  rule  of  construction  is,  particularly 
in  reference  to  a  remedial  statute,  that  you  look 
to  the  greatcnd  to  be  attained  by  tlie  statute;  and 
if  you  can  accomplish  that  end  without  doing  vio- 


lence to  some  provision  which  respects  the  policy 
of  the  statute  you  pass  by  any  particular  regula- 
tion fiu'  the  [Hirpose  of  attaining  the  general  ob- 
ject. 1  have  therefore  thought  thatall  that  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  do 
was,  in  the  event  of  there  being  vacancies  in  any 
of  the  congressional  districts  of  the  States  that 
are  out  of  the  Union,  to  give  notice,  if  he  could 
give  notice,  and  upon  their  failing  to  nominate,  to 
appoint,  himself,  and  that  if  he  could  not  give  no- 
tice because  the  States  have  put  themselves  in  a 
condition  in  which  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  give 
notice,  then  he  might  make  the  appointments  just 
as  legally  as  if  he  had  given  the  notice  and  tho 
members  had  refused  to  make  the  appointments. 
1  think,  therefore,  with  due  deference  to  the  hon- 
orable member,  and  a  majority  of  the  committee, 
or  all  of  them,  if  they  all  concurred  in  that  view 
of  the  statute,  that  there  is  now  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  power  to  make  selections  of  all  the 
students  who  would  have  been  selected  according 
to  the  very  forms  of  the  law  if  the  several  States 
that  are  now  unfortunately  out  were  still  in. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  rule  of  construction  which 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  applies  to  this  statute 
would  make  our  whole  legislation  mere  blank  pa- 
per, and  give  unlimited  discretion  to  the  heads  of 
Departments  and  to  the  President  to  dojust  exactly 
what  to  them  seems  good.  The  law  is  exceed- 
ingly explicit,  and  it  is  a  mistake,  and  an  assump- 
tion not  warranted  by  the  fact,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress  that  the  School  should  always  be 
kept  full.  The  history  of  Congress  shows  that 
that  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress;  it  was  the 
other  way,  because  the  proposition  to  give  the 
Secretary  this  power  was  made  in  Congress  and 
was  voted  down.  Congress  refused  to  give  to  the 
Secretary  the  very  power  that  he  has  assumed. 

Now,  to  save  time,  I  will  read  the  resolution 
that  was  reported  unanimously  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs  and  passed  unanimously  in 
the' Senate  at  the  last  session.     It  was  this" 

" Resoh'ed,  That  in  the  opinion  ofthe  Senate  the  num- 
ber of  midshipmen  that  may  be  legally  appointed  at  the 
Naval  .\cadcniy  is  two  for  every  member  and  delegate  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  two  for  the  District  of  (;o- 
Inmbia,  and  ten  at  large,  and  three  boys_eiilisted  in  the 
Navy,  and  that  tlie  ten  allowed  by  the  eigh'lh  section  of  the 
act  passed  July  4,  1862,  entitled  '  An  act  making  apjiro- 
priations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
18G3,  and  for  other  purposes,'  is  merely  descriptive  of  the 
qualifications  and  condition  of  those  whom  the  I'nisident 
may  appoint  at  large,  and  that  any  other  appointments, 
under  whatever  cohn-  of  law  or  necessity  they  liave  been 
made,  are  not  authorized  by  law." 

That  was  the  unanimous  and  recorded  opinion 
of  the  Senate  on  this  subject,  and  it  is  a  little 
singular  that  Congi-ess  should  be  so  particular  to 
go  on  and  point  out  the  provisions  under  which 
these  boys  should  be  appointed,  the  qualifications 
that  they  should  possess,  and  the  residence  they 
should  have,  if  at  the  same  time  it  meant  to  leave 
tjie  Secretary  unlimited  discretion  to  appoint  fifty 
or  one  hundred  from  just  exactly  where  he  chose 
to  take  them. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  one  of  the  alarming  Features 
of  our  times,  and  it  is  growing,  to  disregard  clear 
and  plain  provisions  of  law;  and  because,  in  the 
emergency  in  which  we  found  ourselves  a  few 
years  ago,  we  were  disposed  generously  to  con- 
strue the  powers  of  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
taries, and  when  Congress  came  together  and  saw 
the  necessity  it  sanctioned  what  had  been  done, 
they  have  taken  courage  from  that,  and  go  on 
and  act  in  direct  contravention  of  law  where  there 
is  no  such  necessity.  If  such  a  necessity  exists 
as  the  Senator  from  Maryland  says,  who  has  the 
power  to  apply  the  remedy?  Is  it  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  or  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  Con- 
gress? In  God's  name,  what  do  we  sit  here  for 
if  it  is  not  to  judge  ofthe  emergencies  and  neces- 
sities of  the  country,  and  pass  laws  to  meet  them  ? 
According  to  the  construction  of  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  we  might  as  well  adjourn  without  day 
and  go  home  to-morrow  as  to  sit  here  if  the  Sec- 
retaries can  look  at  the  emergencies  and  exigen- 
cies ofthe  times,  and  judge  what  is  required  and 
what  is  expedient  and  what  is  proper,  and  then 
go  on  and  do  it  not  only  without  law  but  against 
law. 

1  have  of  course  no  wish  here  except  that  the 
law  shall  be  enforced  and  carried  out;  if  it  wants 
amendment  amend  it;  but  1  confess  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  think  that  all  the  wisdom,  and  all 
the  valor,  and  all  the  courage  of  the  country  arc 
born  or  educated  nt  West  Point — very  far  from 


1088 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  14. 


it.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  lias  been  a  great 
change  in  the  minds  of  some  people  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  I  know  that  since  tiie  rebellion  broke 
out  it  was  a  popular  doctrine  that  wo  did  not 
want  any  West  Point,  and  would  have  been  better 
otf  without  it.  I  believe  so  to-day.  I  believe  that 
the  service  of  the  country  does  not  require  it. 
You  have  military  schools  springing  up  all  over 
the  land.  They  have  one  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
it  was  my  jileasure  to  see  an  exhibition  of  that 
military  school  within  a  year,  and  it  was  honor- 
able to  the  State  and  to  the  young  men  who  were 
being  educated  there.  These  schools  will  grow 
up  as  fast  as  the  exigencies  of  the  country  call  for 
them,  and  you  have  no  necessity  for  educating 
at  the  public  expense  young  men  for  the  Army 
and  Navy  any  more  than  you  have  for  any  of  the 
other  honorable  pursuits  of  life;  but  if  you  must 
educate  them,  and  if  you  will  have  a  school,  I 
pray  that  you  shall  not  go  beyond  the  law  in  doing 
it.  This  amendment  simply  says  that  if  hereafter 
boys  get  into  that  school  whose  appointment  is 
not  authorized  by  law,  they  sliall  not  be  supported 
at  the  public  expense. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by.  striking  out  all  after  its  enacting 
clause,  and  substituting  the  following: 

Tliat  until  ttip  rebellion  is  suppressed  the  President  shall 
be  autiiorizcd  to  appoint  an  additional  cadet  for  each  con- 
gressional district  not  represented  in  the  riT)use  of  Repre- 
senuitives,  to  be  selected  Iron)  the  meritorious  and  deserv- 
ing young  soldiers  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  forces  of  the 
United  Stales. 

The  purpose  is  that  so  long  as  the  districts  re- 
main unrepresented,  so  that  there  is  no  member 
in  the  other  House  to  name  a  cadet,  the  President 
be  authorized  to  name  the  cadets;  but  they  are  to 
be  selected  from  the  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  whether  he  will  not  by  this  means 
appoint  more  cadets  from  a  district  that  is  unrep- 
resented than  from  one  that  is  represented.  The 
amendment  says  an  "additional  cadet."  Ought 
not  the  amendment,  in  order  to  carry  out  his  ob- 
ject, to  leave  out  the  word  "additional?" 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  If  there  isany  ambiguity 
about  the  language  which  will  make  it  go  further 
than  I  intend,  of  course  I  will  agree  to  any  proper 
modification,  and  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Iowa, 
[Mr.  Grimes,]  as  he  is  now  at  the  Secretary's 
desk,  will  be  good  enough  to  look  at  it;  but  I  will 
state  to  the  Senate  that  my  purpose,  and  my  only 
purpose,  is  that  while  these  districts  are  unrepre- 
sented in  the  House  of  Representatives,  so  that 
there  cannot  be  any  cadets  named  from  them  ac- 
cording to  law,  the  President  may  appoint  the 
same  number  from  meritorious  young  soldiers  in 
the  Army. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendment  as  it  would  be  with  the  word  "addi- 
tional" stricken  out. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

Thai  until  the  rcbfliion  jssnppresscd  the  President  shall 
be  authorized  to  appoint  a  cadet  for  each  congressional  dis- 
trict not  represented  in  the  Mouse  of  Representatives,  to  be 
selected  from  the  meritorious  and  deserving  young  soldiers 
in  the  regular  or  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  am  willing  to  accept  the 
modification. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  am  opposed  to  that  amend- 
ment, because  I  am  satisfied  that  if  it  be  passed 
there  will  never  be  any  other  than  a  young  black 
Republican  soldier  appointed  to  West  Point. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  1  do  not  know  upon  what 
facts  or  foundation  or  authority  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  can  make  a  statement  like  that,  for  in 
all  the  military  appointments  made  since  tliis  war 
commenced  I  venture  to  say  that  the  [lolitical  com- 

Clcxitm  of  the  individual  appointed  has  never 
een  discussed  in  the  Senate,  or  in  the  Military 
Committee,  or  by  the  States  that  have  made  the 
appointments.  They  have  been  appointed  every- 
where not  at  all  upon  the  ground  of  their  political 
character,  but  because  of  their  loyalty  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, no  matter  whether  they  were  Democrats 
or  R(!publican3.  I  never  heard  the  question  asked 
anywhere  even  as  to  generals;  and  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  generals  at  this  day  ai-e  named  from 
the  Democrnlic  party,  as  I  understand. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  think  the  inference  drawn  by 
the  Senator  from  Kent^icky  i.s  entirely  correct, 
and  I  think  he  is  borne  out  in  it  by  the  election 
reUirna  last  fall,  which. show  very  conclusively 
that  there  are  none   but  "  blank  Rcpiiblicnns"  in 


the  Army  to  be  appointed  if  thigamendmentshall 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  have  another  objection  to  the 
proposition.  In' the  growing  favor  into  which 
the  young  negro  is  emerging,  I  suppose  that  a 
good  many  nominations  may  be  from  the  negroes, 
young  "citizens  of  African  descent."  .[Laugh- 
ter.] Does  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr. 
Doolittle]  think  that  I  am  or  that  any  member 
of  the  Senate  is  so  green,  or  that  any  man  of  com- 
mon intelligence  in  the  United  States  is  so  ver- 
dant, as  not  to  know  that  all  the  appointing  power, 
whether  it  is  in  the  President  or  the  heads  of  De- 
partments, in  the  main  is  limited  and  restricted 
exclusively  and  inexorably  to  men  of  their  own 
politics? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     Not  in  military  matters. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  dissent  entirely  from  the  as- 
sumption that  the  Senator  has  made  of  the  lib- 
erality of  the  appointing  power.  In  the  main,  I 
think  ho  is  altogether  mistaken. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  want  to  make  one  reply  to  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  also  to  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Doolittle,]  when  he  said 
that  he  thought  the  question  of  politics  was  never 
considered  in  the  appointments,  either  by  the 
Administration,  the  President,  or  the  authorities 
here,  or  by  the  States.  I  wish  to  dissent  from 
that  in  regard  to  my  State.  They  did  consider 
it;  and  the  very  first  regiment  we  raised  ourGov- 
eYnor  determined  to  sink  all  political  considera- 
tions, so  far  asparty  was  concerned,  and  to  put  at 
the  head  of  thatregiment  a  Democrat,  to  give  the 
post  of  honor  to  a  Democrat,  and  he  did  it;  but, 
under  the  guide  of  Frank  Pierce,  that  Democrat 
refused  it,  and  we  had  nothing  left  to  do  but  to 
put  a  Republican  in. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me  to 
ask  him  a  question"? 

Mr.  CLARK.     Certainly. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  think,  if  I  recollect  aright,  that 
there  was  a  lieutenant  dismissed  from  the  military 
service  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  because 
he  voted  for  the  Democi-atic  ticket. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  never  heard  of  it,  and  I  do 
not  believe  it  was  ever  true. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  It  was  in  New  Hampshire  or  in 
Connecticut;  I  cannot  remember  which. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Orsoitiewhere  else.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Or  somewhere  else. 

Mr.  FOSTER.     It  was  no*t  in  Connecticut. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  My  honorable  friend  from  Con- 
necticut disclaims  that  itwas  done  there.  I  think 
it  was  in  New  Hampshire;  but  I  do  notcare  where 
it  was;  the  principle  is  the  same  whether  it  took 
place  in  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  or  any 
other  Slate. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  You  are  not  sure  about  your 
facts. 

Mr,  DAVIS.  Yes,  I  am.  The  fact  took  place 
in  one  of  the  New  England  States;  it  has  been 
published  a  hundred  times  over  in  the  newspapers, 
and  I  never  heard  it  contradicted  before.  A  lieu- 
tenant who  was  in  the  service  went  home  to  vote, 
and  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket;  and  for  ex- 
ercising the  right  of  a  freeman  to  vote  for  whom 
he  pleased  he  was  dismissed  from  the  service.  I 
am  opposed  to  that  principle  of  administration  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I.  wish  to  give  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  an  instance;  he  has  forgotten  it, 
I  think.  The  first  general  whom  Massachusetts 
sent  into  the  field  was  a  Democrat  fresh  from  the 
Charleston  convention,  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  And  the  Lord  deliver  us  from 
Benjamin  F.  Butler! 

Mr.  SUMNER.     He  was  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  meanest  and 
most  mercenary  Democrat  that  ever  trod  the  face 
of  God's  earth.  [Laughter.]  I  could  buy  him  for 
tt  sufficient  consideration  every  day  in  the  week. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  I  think  this  is 
rather  a  strange  debate, but  nc^verthelessitis  forced 
upon  lis  and  we  must  meet  it.  We  have  had  since 
this  war  began  more  than  five  hundred  generals 
appointed.  I  believe  some  forty-five  or  forty-six 
have  been  killed  or  have  died  in  the  service  I  do 
not  know  that  any  one  of  those  generals  received 
his  appointment  on  account  of  his  support  of  the 
Administration.  I  know,  howiivcr,  that  some 
officers,  eminent  men  in  the  Democratic  party,  did 
receive  their  afipointmenls,  as  a  matter  of  jiublic 
policy,  when  the  war  commenced,  because  fhcy 


were  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  Administra- 
tion desired  to  bring  to  the  support  of  the  coun- 
try all  men  of  all  parties,  and  in  the  first  j'ear 
of  this  war  it  was  much  easier  for  a  man  who  had 
voted  for  Douglas  or  Bell,  or  even  for  Breckin- 
ridge, to  receive  a  high  military  appointment  than 
it  was  for  a  man  who  had  voted  for  Mr.  Lincoln. 
I  think  twenty-three  general  officers  have  been  ap- 
pointed from  Massachusetts  since  the  war  opened, 
and  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  of  those  officers 
ever  acted  with  the  Republican  party.  I  venture 
to  say  that  of  the  twelve  or  thirteen  general  offi- 
cers appointed  from  the  State  of  Maine,  a  major- 
ity of  them  never  took  any  part  or  gave  a  vote  for 
the  Republican  party.  1  believe  they  have  had 
eight  or  nine  general  officers  from  Connecticut, 
almost  every  man  of  them  belonging  to  tlie  regu- 
lar Army,  and  men  who  took  no  part  with  and 
had  no  association  with  Republicans.  It  is  the 
same  in  other  States. 

Of  more  than  five  hundred  general  officers — I 
think  the  numbermust  befivehundredand  fifty — 
appointed  since  this  war  came  upon  us,  I  do  not 
believe  one  third  of  them  ever  voted  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  in  all  their  lives,  or  supported  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Republican  party  before  the  war  began. 
It  has  been  so  to  a  considerable  extent  in  regard 
to  theappointmentof  minorofficers.  Paymasters, 
quartermasters,  commissaries,  and  other  appoint- 
ments have  been  often  made  without  reference  to 
political  opinions.  1  will  say  further,  that  in  the 
Thirty-Seventh  Congress  six  thousaiid  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  nominations  were  acted  upon 
by  the  Military  Committee,  and  that  committee, 
consisting  of  four  Republicans  and  three  Demo- 
crats, never  gave  a  divided  political  vote  on  one 
of  them,  and  at  this  session  something  like  two 
thousand  nominations  have  come  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  not  a  divided  political  vote  or  a  ques- 
tion connected  with  politics  has  ever  arisen  in  the 
committee.  I  think  the  Administration,  in  its 
military  appointments,  has  sought  to  do  justice 
to  military  men  without  reference  to  political  opin- 
ions; and  if  any  preference  has  been  made  itwas 
made  when  the  war  commenced  in  favor  of  gen- 
tlemen who  had  acted  with  other  parties. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me 
to  make  a  suggestion? 

Mr..  WILSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  do  not  wish  to  engage  in 
this  debate,  but  I  desire  to  furnish  the  Senator 
with  the  California  record  on  this  point.  There 
occur  to  me  eight  names  of  men  who  have  been 
appointed  generals  from  that  State  since  this  war 
began — Halleck,  Hooker,  Negley,  Judah,  West, 
Carleton,  Denver,  and  Siiields.  1  believe  they 
were  all  Democrats,  and  these  are  the  only  ap- 
pointments of  generals  we  have  had  from  that 
State. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  from  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky we  have  had  some  dozen  or  fifteen  general 
officers  appointed,  some  of  them  major  and  some  s 
of  them  brigadier  generals,  and  I  ilo  not  know  W 
that  any  of  them  voted  for  Mr.  Lincoln.  I  will.  * 
add  that  whatever  the  ai)pointments  in  the  Army 
have  been,  1  have  no  doubt  that  the  sentiment  of 
the  Army  is  for  supporting  the  Administration 
and  supporting  the  country;  supporting  the  Ad- 
ministration because  they  legard  it  as  necessary 
to  the  support  of  the  cause  of  the  country;  and 
so  far  as  they  vote,  whether  in  the  field  or  out  of 
the  field,  nine  tenths  of  the  votes  of  the  soldiers 
have  been  given  for  the  support  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. Soldiers  who  fight  and  bleed  for  their 
country  will  vote  for  their  ^country;  soldiers  who 
give  bullets  to  rebels  will  not  give  ballots  to  rebel 
sympathizers,  or  men  who  have  soft  words  for 
the  rebellion  and  reproaches  for  the  Administra- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  did  not  suppose  that  I  should 
live  to  hear  any  man,  speaking  in  the  name  of  the 
Democratic  party,  object  to  any  Administration 
upon  the  ground  of  proscription  for  political  opin- 
ion. Wherever  that  lesson  has  been  practiced  or 
wherever  it  has  not,  may  be  open  to  some  dispute; 
but  there  is  no  room  for  dispute  whatever  as  to 
where  the  lesson  was  learned.  It  was  taught  us 
by  Democratic  Presidents  and  Democratic  politi- 
cians, and  they  are  the  last  men  who  should  urge 
it  as  an  objection  against  any  Administration. 
Upon  that  point,  I  think  I  shall  not  bcdisiuited. 

I  have  one  more  point  to  submit,  and  it  is  this: 
that  if  we  have  had  any  Administration  since  the 
day  that  George  Washington  retired  from  the 
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Presidency,  against  which  this  charge  of  pro- 
scription could  not  be  honestly  urged,  it  is  the 
Administration  in  power  to-day.  A  more  liberal, 
a  more  tolerant  Administration  we  have  not  had, 
if  I  know  anything  about  the  history  of  partres, 
since  the  Administration  of  George  Washington. 
This  Administration  came  into  power  upon  a 
known,  published  policy;  the  country  approved 
the  policy,  and  therefore  selected  the  Administra- 
tion, or  him  who  stands  at  the  head  of  the  Admin- 
istration, the  present  President  of  ftie  United 
States.  But  that  President  was  not  fairly  inau- 
gurated before  he  was  confronted,  not  by  any  rival 
policy,  but  he  was  confronted  by  an  armed  force — 
a  rebellion  causeless,  unprovoked,  unjustifiable; 
not  only  without  a  cause,  but  without  a  decent 
pretext;  and  its  first  and  its  only  work  has  been, 
down  to  this  day,  not.to  carry  out  particular  pol- 
icies or  measures,  but  to  put  down  that  rebellion 
which  said  that  the  United  States  should  not  dic- 
tate policies  f<5r  the  country  of  any  kind,  good 
or  bad;  and  the  moment  it  came  in  contact  with 
that  rebellion  it  did,  what.'  It  abandoned  all  party 
distinctions  whatever;  it  said  publicly,  "  From 
this  day  forward  we  know  only  two  parties  in  the 
United  States — the  party  of  patriots  and  the  party 
of  rebels;  the  friends  of  the  United  States  and  its 
enemies;"  and  whatever  any  man's  opinion  might 
have  been  on  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  Ter- 
ritories or  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of 
the  foreign  slave  trade,  or  of  any  of  the  old  issues, 
they  were  put  out  of  sight  at  once  and  for  all;  and 
you  could  not  get  a  postmaster  removed,  nor  a 
tide-waiter  removed,  simply  upon  the  ground  that 
he  was  a  Democrat,  or  because  he  had  voted  for 
Mr.  Breckinridge,  or  because  he  had  voted  for 
Mr.  Bell,  or  because  you  wanted  to  appointsome- 
body  who  had  voted  for  Mr.  Lincoln.  You  know, 
sir,  the  country  knows,  that  it  was  entirely  use- 
less to  apply  fof  a  change  of  any  officer  simply 
because  he  had  been  known  as  a  Democrat.  The 
other  question  was  put,  "  Is  this  man  loyal  to  the 
country  now;  does  he  want  the  United  States  to 
succeed  in  this  controversy,  or  does  he  want  the 
rebellion  to  succeed.'"  and  if  the  answer  was,"  He 
wants  the  United  States  to  succeed,"  he  was  al- 
lowed to  keep  his  place.  It  was  true  everywhere 
throughout  the  whole  country;  and  it  is  against 
this  Administration  pursuing  such  a  course  that 
the  charge  is  made  of  proscription.  I  do  think 
It  unjust. 

Nay,  more;  the  Administration  went  further. 
The  very  first  vacancy  that  occurred  in  the  Cab- 
inet was  filled  by  a  Democrat  who  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Cabinet  under  the  last  Adminis- 
tration. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Will  my  friend  from  Wis- 
consin allow  me  a  remark.'  Will  lie  be  so  kind 
now  as  to  take  that  offcast  from  the  Democratic 
party  to  his  embrace,  and  not  afflict  us  so  much 
as  ever  to  remind  us  that  he  once  disgraced  the 
name  of  Democrat.' 

Mr.  HOWE.  Now,  Mr.  President,  if  there  be 
any  member  of  the  Senate  of  whose  feelings  I  am 
peculiarly  tender,  it  is  my  friend  from  Delaware, 
and  I  dislike  extremely  to  say  anything  to  harrow 
up  his  sensitive  feelings;  nevertheless,  1  must,  if 
1  will  be  true  to  the  events  that  have  transpired, 
remind  him  not  only  that  the  present  Secretary  of 
War  was,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  to-day  is 
a  Democrat,  but  I  must  remind  him  that  there 
were  a  large  body  of  men.  Democrats  from  their 
birth  up,  who,  when  they  saw  the  bulk  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  arms  to  overthrow  the  au- 
thority of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  refused 
to  go  with  them,  and  did  stand  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  stand  by  the  flag  which  represents  the 
authority  of  the  Government.  It  may  hurt  his 
feelings,  and  I  would  not  say  it  if  1  were  not 
obliged  to  say  it  in  justiceXo  the  truths  of  history. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  It  has  no  application  to 
mc,  sir. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  hope  he  will  get  over  it  as  soon 
as  he  cari,  and  the  way  to  get  over  it  is  to  reverse 
his  position  and  come  in  with  the  bulk  of  the  real 
Democrats  who  do  stand  by  the  flag.  That  will 
cure  him  quicker  than  any  remedy  1  can  .sugeest. 
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Mr.  President,  I  have  not  yet,  as  I  think,  of- 
fered the  full  vindication  for  the  liberality  which 
is  properly  to  be  credited  to  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. 1  have  spoken  of  their  course,  the  course 
of  the  Administration  here,  the  President  and  his 
Secretaries,  in  making  appointments;  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs has  spoken  of  the  policy  pursued  in  reference 
to  military  appointments;  I  have  spoken  in  ref- 
erence to  appointments  to  civil  offices;  but  the 
same  liberal  policy  was  adopted  throughout  all 
the  loyal  States.  When  you  came  to  make  up 
your  State  tickets  you  ignored  the  distinction  be- 
tween Republicansand  Democrats  in  almostevery 
State,  and  the  very  last  election  which  took  place 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  we  put  at  the  head  of 
our  ticket  for  Governor  a  known  Democrat,  who 
had  always  been  a  Democrat,  and  who  calls  him- 
self a  Democrat  as  far  as  I  am  advised.  We  put 
on  that  ticket  for  secretary  of  State,  the  next 
highest  office  in  the  State,  a  Democrat,  a  Demo- 
crat from  his  youth  up.  We  put  on  that  ticket  for 
bank  comptroller  a  Democrat.  We  asked  them 
to  pledge  themselves  to  no  principles  but  just  this: 
that  they  would  give  to  the  Administration  of  the 
Government  the  men  and  the  money  of  the  coun- 
try to  defend,  what.'  Not  the  Chicago  platform, 
nor  any  policy  that  we  have  inaugurated  since, 
but  to  defend  the  supremacy  of  the  United  States 
of  America  throughout  its  whole  original  juris- 
diction. That  is  all  we  asked;  and  every  man 
that  would  do  that,  we  welcomed  into  the  fold; 
we  were  in  open  fellowship  with  liim. 

But,  sir,  while  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion took  that  course,  what  was  the  fact  in  refer- 
ence to  a  large  portion  of  the  Democratic  party  .' 
They  said  distinctly,  "  We  will  not  unite  with 
Republicans,"  even  upon  that  measure;  they  de- 
manded a  distinct  organization;  for  what?  1  will 
not  just  now  undertake  to  define  their  purpose; 
but  that  their  purpose  was  not  to  uphold  the  au- 
thority of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  their 
supremacy  throughout  the  United  States,  and  to 
uphold  the  flag  which  has  been  honored  so  long, 
is  most  manifest  from  the  fact  tliat  if  this  had 
been  their  purpose,  this  purpose  could  have  been 
best  subserved  by  joinmg  hands  and  joining 
hearts  in  full, completeunion  with  every  man  who 
professed  the  same  purpose,  and  no  other,  which 
was  the  attitude  of  the  whole  Republican  party 
in  all  these  States,  and  was  the  avowed  attitude 
of  that  portion  of  the  Democratic  party  which 
consented  to  the  fellowship.  I  have  told  you  what 
was  the  course  adopted  by  that  party  in  the  State 
of  Wisconsin.  1  think  the  very  last  candidate 
who  was  nominated  for  Governor  in  the  State  of 
New  York  was  a  Democrat.  The  very  last  can- 
didate who  was  nominated  for  Governor  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  was  a  Democrat,  and  he  beat  an- 
other Democrat,  whodid  notstand  upon  the  plat- 
form of  the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  votes. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Was  not  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  once  upon  this  platform  of  the  Union.' 

Mr.  HOWE.  Yes,  certainly;  we  had  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  once  upon  the  platform  of 
the  Union;  and  1  trust  we  have  not  entirely  lost 
him  yet.  I  have  great  faith  in  his  love  for  the 
Union  still.  I  am  not  sure  that  he  sees  what  is 
due  to  the  Union  just  as  clearly  now  as  he  did 
twelve  months  ago;  but  whatever  may  obscure 
his  vision  to-day  I  hope  will  be  brushed  away 
by  the  time  the  next  election  comes  off,  and  that, 
after  that  election  shall  have  transpired,  his  old 
love  for  the  Union  and  his  old  patriotism  will  shine 
out  upon  the  country  just  as  brilliantly  as  ever. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  1  will  reply  in  a.  few  words  to 
my  honorable  friend  from  Wisconsin,  and  to  some 
suggestions  made  by  other  gentlemen  in  relation 
to  the  matter  before  the  Senate.  I  cannot  reproach 
myself  with  ever  having  been  an  advocate  of  the 
"  spoils"  system.  I  have  regarded  thatasacor- 
ruj)t  and  most  demoralizing  system  under  any 
and  every  Administration  wiiere  it  has  prevailed, 
whether  it  was  Democratic  or  Whig.  But  1  am 
a  good  deal  surprised  at  the  position  assumed  by 
my  honorable  friend  from  Wisconsin,  that  this 


Administration  has  been  the  least  proscriptive,  the 
most  anti-spoils  and  magnanimous  of  all  others 
since  the  Administration  of  Washington.  There 
was  an  Administration  once  of  this  Government, 
at  the  head  of  which  was  John  Q-uincy  Adams, 
and  that  venerable  man  told  me  on  one  occasion 
that  there  were  never  but  two  removals  during 
his  four  years,  and  that  they  were  for  cause. 

I  concede  fully  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  war 
it  was  an  object,  and  one  that  this  Administration 
had  much  at  heart  at  that  time,  to  combine  and 
unite  every  party  and  class  in  the  support  of  the 
war  to  suppress  the  insurrection,  and,  at  that 
time,  in  appointments  to  military  office,  and  es- 
pecially to  higher  offices,  there  was  a  considerable 
degree  of  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  Administra- 
tion, and  particularly  to  the  old  Democratic  party. 
But  the  President  and  Congress  then  laid  down 
their  policy  and  principles  upon  which  the  war 
should  be  conducted  liberally,  wisely,  and  con- 
stitutionally. The  President's  inaugural  address 
and  his  first  message,  and  various  communica- 
tions which  he  made  in  different  forms  to  the- 
country,  gave  us  the  grounds  upon  which  he  was 
to  conduct  his  branch  of  the  Government  in  its 
administration.  The  two  Houses  of  Congress 
passed  almost  unanimously  concurrent  resolu- 
tions which  pledged  their  faith  as  to  the  principles 
and  ends  upon  which  and  for  which  the  war  was 
to  be  conducted.  I  adopted  the  grounds  laid  down 
by  the  President  and  Congress;  I  still  stand  upon 
them.  The  President,  his  friends  and  supporters, 
have  abandoned  them,  and  embraced  antagonistic 
and  hostile  principles  that  are  subversive  of  our 
Constitution  and  Government,  and  because  I,  and 
thousands  of  others,  who  adopted,  in  the  truest 
faith  and  patriotism,  their  early  constitutional  and 
wise  policy,  will  not  abandon  it  and  become  the 
unquestioning  supporters  of  measures  devised  to 
revolutionize  our  Government,  and  to  consolidate 
in  the  possession  of  their  party  a  military  des- 
potism, they  denounce  us  as  disloyal,  as  semi- 
traitors. 

We  all  have  by  heart  almost  the  Crittenden  reso- 
lution; we  recollect  passages  in  the  inaugural  ad- 
dress and  other  messages  of  the  President  in  the 
early  days  of  his  Administration.  lam  not  going 
to  repeat  them.  But  they  established  abroad  line 
of  separation  for  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
They  who  supported  them  were  for  restoration, 
reconstruction,  and  preservation,  and  they  who 
opposed  them  were  the  advocates  of  change,  rev- 
olution, and  destruction.  Who  falsely,  and  with  an 
intention  to  deceive,  professed,  or  with  base  cow- 
ardiceand  perfidyabandoned, these  early  warprin- 
ciples  and  policy.'  It  was  not  1,  or  those  who  oc- 
cupy my  position,  but  his  party  and  supporiers  in 
Congress  and  out  of  Congress.  We  are  still  loyal 
and  true  to  those  principles,  to  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws,  the  true  Union  and  Government; 
and  it  is  they  who  have  abandoned  them,  and  are 
attempting  to  pervert  the  whole  military  and  naval 
power  of  the  United  States,  to  put  in  their  stead 
a  new  and  despotic  Government  of  their  own  form- 
ation, who  are  disloyal  in  fidelity  to  the  United 
States,  as  derelict  as  Jetf.  Davis  and  his  associate 
rebels,  and  more  dangerous  because  they  profess 
to  be  friends  and  supporters  of  the  Union  and  the 
Constitution.  The  President  is  not  only  now  dis- 
loyal to  the  Union,  but  he  has  been  for  years. 

I  will  append  to  these  remarks  an  extract  from 
a  speech  made  by  President  Lincoln  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  12ih  January,  1848,  on  a  mo- 
tion to  refer  certain  portions  of  the  President's 
message: 

"Any  people  anvwhcre,  being  inclined  and  having  the 
power,  liiive  ilie  right  to  rise  up  and  sliiike  oft"  the  existing 
Govermnent,  .'ind  form  a  new  one  that  suits  them  better. 
This  is  a  most  valuable,  a  most  saered  right— ii  right  which, 
we  hope  and  believe,  is  to  liberate  the  world.  Nor  is  this 
right  confined  to  cases  in  which  the  whole  people  of  an 
existing  Government  may  choose  to  exorcise  it.  Any  por- 
tion of  sueli  people  that  can  may  revoUitioniisc,  and  malte 
their  own  of  so  niueri  of  the  territory  as  they  inhabit. 
More  than  this,  a.inajorily  of  any  portion  of  such  people 
may  revolutionize,  putting  down  uminorily,  inlermingled 
with,  or  near  about  them,  who  may  oppose  their  move- 
ments."— Jliipcndix  to  CongrcsHonal  Giobe,  First  Session 
Thirtieth  Congress,  page  9'1. 
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What  do  Senators  think  (^  these  positions  of 
the  President?  Are  they  not  in  flasrrant  conflict 
Willi  those  which  he  now  avows,  and  nil  the  war 
policy  of  himself  and  Congress?  if  "  any  peo- 
ple" or  "any  portion  of  such  people,  have  the 
right  to  rise  up  and  shake  off  the  existing  Gov- 
ernment, and  form  a  new  one  that  suits  them  bet- 
ter," what  right  has  Mr.  Lincoln  to  oppose  it  by 
war?  If  I  had  declared  that  position  in  the  Sen- 
ate, 1  apprehend  I -should  not  only  have  lost 
wholly  the  shaken  confidence  of  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  in  my  loyalty,  but  that  the  majority 
of  the  Senate  might  have  taken  it  into  their  heads 
to  expel  nie. 

Sir,  1  hold  myself  to  be  asgood  a  Union  man, 
and  without  intending  any  offense  to  my  honoi- 
nble  friend  from  Wisconsin,!  will. say  than  he  or 
any  man  in  the  Senate  or  out  of  the  Senate,  who 
has  abandoned,  or  who  does  not  entirely  sup[)ort 
the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  strictly  upon  the 
principles  of  the  Crittenden  resolutions  and  the 
President's  early  war  policy. 

Now,  sir,  in  relation  to  appointments,  if  the 
Senate  will  give  me  a  committee,  1  pledge  myself 
to  sustain  this  position,  or  to  abandon  it  anil  ac- 
knowledge my  mistake:  that  within  the  last  twelve 
months  and  during  the  whole  of  tliat  period,  three 
fourths,  and  I  believe  nine  tenths,  of  the  appoint- 
ments* made  by  this  Administration  have  been  of 
•men  who  are  now  tlie  adherents  of  the  present 
and  particular  [lolicy  of  the  Administration  in  con- 
ducting the  war,  and  who  stand  in  direct  and  open 
antagonism  to  the  Crittenden  resolution,  and  the 
principlesupon  which  the  President  early  pledged 
himself  to  conduct  the  war.  I  believe,  as  firmly 
as  I  believe  any  truth,  that  all  men  who  avow 
that  the  war  should  be  waged  upon  the  princi- 
ples declared  by  the  President  in  its  beginning  and 
\ipon  the  Crittenden  resolution,  are  not  only  the 
best,  but  the  only  true  Union  men,  and  that  they 
are  not  only  proscribed  by  the  Administration 
from  all  the  oflices  and  patronage  of  the  Govern- 
ment, military  and  civil,  but  that  they  are  slan- 
dered, denounced,  wronged,  and  oppressed  by  it 
and  its  tools  to  the  utmost  extent  that  they  dare 
to  venture.  How  dare  these  apostates  to  their  own 
pledges  and  to  the  Constitution  claim  to  be  the 
only  true  loyal  men,  or  to  be  loyal  at  all?  Is  not 
the  Constitution  the  bond  of  our  Unioti  ?  Is  it  not 
ih(?  law  of  our  Union?  Can  the  Union  be  pre- 
served except  by  an  adherence  to  the  Constitution 
and  its  ]ireservation  ?  When  the  Constitution  is 
subverted,  are  not  the  Government  and  the  Uniosi 
which  it  formed  destroyed,  and  another  Govern- 
ment and  Union  made  by  the  revolution  ?  Do  not 
we  hear  daily  men  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
declare  their  purpose  to  bring  about  such  a  revo- 
lution? Does  not  every  intelligent  man  in  the  land 
know  that  the  jiarty  in  power  are  administering 
at  the  present  time  more  to  effect  that  revolution 
than  to  conquer  the  rebellion?  Does  not  the  whole 
country  know  from  their  acts  and  avowals  that 
if  they  cannoteffect  this  revolution  they  never  will 
agree  to  the  return  of  the  rebel  States,  but  will 
make  their  excision  final  and  forever? 

There  are  few  men  for  whom  I  have  more  sin- 
cere respect  than  the  honorable  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin, [Mr.  IIowK.]  His  integrity,  his  honor, 
his  general  principde,  so  far  as  it  does  not  come 
into  collision  with  tlie  negro  and  the  peculiar  war 
policy  of  this  Administration,  1  have  the  utmost 
faiih  in,  as  I  have  in  that  of  many  other  gentle- 
men. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  beg  leave  to  say  to  the  gen- 
ilenian  that  ho  is  leaving  tiie  largest  portion  of 
the  Si.-nator  out. 

Mr.  UAVIS".  What  is  tlie  largest  portion  of 
the  Si'iiator  ? 

iMr.  CONNESS.  The  one  the  gentleman  ex- 
cepted. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  did  not  except  any.  I  think 
my  friend  is  under  the  impression  thai,  I  have  left 
him  out,  and  therefore  I  have  lel"t  the  largest  por- 
tion of  the  Senate  out.  [Laughter.]  If  that  is 
hi.s  o[ilMii)n  1  admit  thnl  it  is  |)retty  well  liascd, 
tor  1  tliink  he  is  a  genileman  of  fine  ability. 

Mr.  CO.MNE.SS.     Thank  you. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Indeed  I  do;  but  when  gentle- 
men assume  in  the  Senate  the  position  that  within 
llie  last  tw(dve  nionlhs  the  bi-3towal  of  all  the  |)a- 
U'onape  of  this  Government  has  not  been  upon  its 
peculiar  friends,  men  who  reject  the  Crittenden 
rosolution,  men  who  reject  the  doctrines  of  the 
early  communications  of  the  Preaideiuin  relation 


to  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and  who  give 
their  adherence  to  the  present  policy  of  carrying 
on  the  war,  they  must  think  that  men  are  green 
to  swallow  any  such  proposition  as  that. 

Sir,  I  admit  tliat  there  are  many  men  who  were 
once  called  Democrats  that  have  been  the  recip- 
ients of  favors  and  appointments  from  this  Ad- 
ministration. There  is  the  Adjutant  General, who, 
if  I  am  informed  correctly,  had  his  trunk  packed 
to  go  into  rebeldom  at  the  beginning.  Here  is 
Butler,  who  voted  fifty-seven  times,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, in  the  Charleston  convention  to  make 
JelT.  Davis  President.  I  could  name  scores  of 
them.  These  men  are  now  petted  and  favored  by 
the  President  and  by  his  friends  and  supporters. 
Why?  Because  they  have  sold  out  their  princi- 
ples, and  the  Constitution  of  tlieir  country,  and 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  for  place  and  spoils. 
The  purchaser  has  appeared ;  they  have  received 
the  price;  they  have  bartered  their  principles; 
they  have  made  traffic  of  the  Constitution,  and  of 
their  country  and  liberties.  They  are  no  longer 
Democrats,  but  the  basest  of  traitors  and  slaves. 
There  are  no  doubt  many  honorable  exceptions, 
but  they  arc  not  placed  since  the  full  development 
of  the  revolutionary  projects  of  the  Administra- 
tion and  its  friends.  To  put  or  retain  these  men 
in  office,  whether  they  were  once  called  Demo- 
crats, or  Whigs,  or  by  whatever  they  were  desig- 
nated, after  the  full  development  of  the  revolu- 
tionary and  destructive  jiurposes  of  the  Admin- 
istration and  its  friends,  does  not  evidence  any 
magnanimity,  but  simply  a  sale  and  a  purchase. 

Let  gentlemen  point  me  to  any  men  who  have 
frankly  and  boldly  maintained  the  doctrines  of  the 
President's  early  revelations  and  of  the  Crittenden 
resolution,  and  have  endeavored  to  imprint  the 
doctrines  of  these  documents  upon  the  people. 
Let  gentlemen  point  to  any  Democrats  or  any  Re- 
publicans or  any  party  men,  of  whatever  name, 
who  have  occupied  that  ground  and  those  princi- 
ples, that  liave  been  appointed  to  office  by  this 
Administration.  I  ask  the  questions,  who  are  they 
and  where  are  they?  and  echo  answers,  who  are 
they  and  where  are  they?  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  one  case  in  twenty  of  that  character.  If  gen- 
tlemen want  this  Administration  vindicated,  let 
them  indicate  that  a  committee  can  be  gotten  up 
to  examine,  investigate,  and  report  upon  the  pres- 
ent political  status  and  jiosition  of  all  the  appoint- 
ees of  this  Administration  within  the  last  eighteen 
months,  and  if  it  does  not  exhibit  at  least  nine  out 
of  every  ten  appointed  because  of  their  special  ad- 
hesion to  the  peculiar  war  policy  of  this  Admin- 
istration, I  am  greatly  deceived,  and  I  shouldlike 
to  have  my  mind  disabused. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  Mr.  President,  I  claim  to 
be  as  good  a  listener  as  any  member  in  this  body. 
1  claim  also  to  derive  as  much  pleasure  and  high 
gratification  from  the  discussions  which  are  from 
day  to  day  going  on  here  as  any  other  person. 
I  delight  in  the  eloquent  and  pointed  arguments 
which  we  hear  from  time  to  time  in  relation  to  the 
subject  on  hand;  and  although  I  have  no  partic- 
ular charge  of  this  bill,  1  may  perhaps  be  par- 
doned for  expre.ssing  a  desire  that  now  when 
gentlemen  have  given  their  opinions  and  their 
views  and  their  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  his- 
tory of  parties  and  the  history  of  Administrations 
from  the  commencement  of  General  Washing- 
ton's administration  to  the  present  time,  and  the 
mode  in  which  political  campaigns  have  been  con- 
ducted, and  the  measures  of  the  several  different 
parlies  in  the  United  States  and  in  the  several 
States,  it  may  not  be  ami.ss  in  me  to  desire  to 
learn  what  is  the  question  before  the  Senate. 

If  I  recollect  aright,  some  two  hours  ago  we 
had  a  bill  before  ua  in  relation  to  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  and  if  I  remember  cor- 
rectly an  amendment  was  proposed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  llamtishire  [Mr.  Halk]  to  require 
the  head  of  the  War  Department  to  conform  to 
what  had  been  understood  to  be  the  opinion  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  appointments  at  that 
Academy.  It  was  expressed  by  Senators  to  be 
exceedingly  desirable  that  the  number  of  cadets 
in  that  Ac.'ulemyshould  be  kept  full.  Itwassup- 
posed  that  illegal  appointments  hud  been  made. 
The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Doolittle] 
pro|)osed  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  to 
the  effect  that  hereafter,  in  order  that  the  Military 
Academy  shall  be  kept  full,  the  President  ahall 
have  tlie  power  during  theexistence  of  tiie  rebel- 


lion to  nominate  two  cadets  in  the  loyal  districts 
of  this  Union,  instead  of  one  as  heretofore. 

Several  Senators.     Oh,  no, 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  It  is  substantially  that.  The 
statement  is  sufficiently  correct  for  my  purpose. 
Bein*  anxious  that  this  should  be  accomplished, 
and  that  this  siiould  be  done  by  law  atid  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wish  of  Congress  and  the  views 
of  Congress,  I  am  desirous  that  we  shall  have 
some  opportunity  during  the  course  of  the  pres- 
ent day  to  express  our  opinion  on  that  subject, 
inasmuch  as  there  are  many  other  matters  of  inf- 
portance  to  the  country  before  the  body. 

I  shall  not  undertake  to  stop  here  and  say  what 
my  State  has  done  or  what  she  has  not  done.  I 
am  a  little  tender-footed  upon  that  jioint,  1  con- 
fess. I  shall  not  stop  to  say  that  the  Executive  of 
my  State  d*ring  the  first  two  years  of  the  rebellion 
appointed,  without  regard  to  party,~men  to  head 
our  regiments  and  men  to  receive  the  commissions 
in  the  different  departments  of  the  military  ap- 
pointments. I  ^hall  not  stop  to  say  that  if  in  New 
Jersey  we  had  taken  the  precaution  to  nominate  a 
Democrat  for  Governor  at  the  last  election,  and  to 
place  loyal  Democrats  at  tjie  head  of  our  ticket 
everywhere,  we  might  perhaps  have  succeeded  in 
gaining  what  is  claimed  to  be  a  Union  victory  in 
almostevery  northern  State.  Iiv consequence,  per- 
liaps,  of  our  not  having  done  that,  we  occupy  the 
very  peciMiar  position  of  being  the  only  northern 
State  that  has  not  cast  its  vote  in  the  way  in  which 
gentlemen  say  loyalty  travels;  and  yet,  sir,  I  be- 
lieve that  the  State  of  New  Jersey  is  as  loyal  at 
heart  as  many  other  States  of  tliis  Union;  and  1 
know  that  the  soldiers  from  our  State,  whether 
they  be  generals,  (and  Heaven  knows  we  have  very 
few  of  them,)  wliether  they  be  colonels  or  cap- 
tains, lieutenants  or  privates,  belong  to  whatever 
party  they  may,  have  manifested  a  loyalty  on  the 
battle-field  equal  to  that  displayed  by  any  other 
persons  in  the  service. 

But  of  what  avail  is  all  that,  sir,  upon  this  bill  ? 
I  find  that  I  am  offending  against  the  idea  that  I 
started  with  when  I  rose,  and  I  am  likely  to  sufter 
myself  to  run  into  a  discussion  on  matters  which 
have  nothing  to  do  with  this  bill,  and  which  are  en- 
tirely outside  of  it;  and  so  far  a.?  I  may  have  any 
claim  for  being  a  good  and  patient  listener,  I  beg 
now  to  have  the  privilege  of  voting  on  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Mr.  President,  if  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  feels  disposed,  when  he 
addresses  the  Senate,  to  speak  strictly  and  directly 
to  the  pendingqueslion,  I  know  of  nothing  in  the 
rules  of  the  Senate  which  prohibits  hini  from  do- 
ing so.  If  I, sitting  here,  professing  to  be  a  friend 
of  the  present  Administration,  hear  it  attacked 
and  maligned,  and  if  I,  under  those  circumstances, 
see  fit  to  make  a  brief  reply,  or  a  pretty  long  one, 
I  know  nothing  in  the  rules  of  the  Senate  which 
authorizes  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  or  any 
other  member  of  the  Senate,^to  whip  me  for  it 
publicly.  A  private  whipping  I  do  not  object  to 
jiarticularly, provided  it  be  done  constitutionally 
[Laughter.] 

Sir,  I  do  not  claim  to  be  personally  res]ionsible 
for  the  character  of  the  present  Administration. 
I  have  professed  to  be  a  friend  of  it,  and  I  adhere 
to  it  down  to  to-day;  and  yet  I  have  sat  here  from 
the  beginning  of  this  ghn'iousterm  in  which  I  have 
been  privileged  to  sit  here  at  all,  and  I  have  heard 
it  on  the  floor  of  the  American  Senate  charged 
with  every  conceivable  crime  from  high  treason 
down  to  petty  larceny.  I  have  scarcely  heard 
any  attempt  at  defense.  Older  Senators  and  abler 
Senators  than  myself  know  that  1  have  been  a  lit- 
tle sensitive  at  times  under  these  inflictions.  I 
did  not  feel  that  it  was  my  peculiar  mission  to  step 
forward  in  defense  of  the  Administration,  but  1 
have  gone  to  them  repeatedly  and  urged  them  to 
justify  to  the  country,  by  a  plain  statement  of 
God's  truth,  the  conduct  of  an  Administration 
which  lias  had  imposed  upon  it  ihegravcst  duties 
that  were  ever  imposed  upon  finite  creatures.  I 
have  implored  tlunn  to  do  this  in  justice  to  them- 
selves ami  in  justice  to  the  public.  They  have  not 
always  given  way  to  my  entreaties;  ihey  have 
rarely  given  way;  and  1  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion, Mr.  President,  that  when  an  indictment  is 
filed  here  against  the  Administration  that  I  think 
is  capable  of  being  pleaded  to,  and  filed  .by  re- 
sponsible parties,  if  nobody  else  will  undertake 
the  defense,  I  will  myself  offer  such  defense  as  I 
have  to  make;  and  if  I  cannot  have  this  privilege, 
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if  this  cannot  be  conceded  to -me,  I  will  join  the 
attacking  party,  fov,  as  to  holding  myself  out  to 
the  world  as  a  friend  of  the  Administration  whose 
responsible  friends  sit  here  silent  day  after  day 
under  these  charges,  I  tiiink  I  can  get  into  better 
company;  1  can  go  to  the  Opposition,  which, 
wliethcr  they  are  guilty  of  larceny  or  not,  do  not 
confess  it,  and  1  shall  improve  my  associations 
by  so  much  any  how.  "^ 

Now,  sir,  the  Senate  will  bear  me  witness  that 
1  do  not  occupy  a  great  deal  of  its  time;  not 
enough  to  warrant  any  Senator  in  animadverting 
upon  tny  course  when  I  do  occupy  a  little  of  its 
time.  Besides,  sir,  tliis  remains  to  be  said,  that 
I  was  not  sent  here  by.New  Jersey  nor  to  speak 
when  New  Jersey  appointed;  I  was  sent  here  by 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  people  of  that 
State  supposed  that  I  had  the  ability  to  Icnow  when 
to  speak  and  when  to  hold  my  peace.  At  all  events, 
if  1  disappoint  them  in  that,  I  am  amenable  to  the 
people  of  Wisconsin,  and  they  will  appropriately 
deal  with  me.  I  do  not  choose  to  subject  myself 
to  any  other  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  TENEYCK.  The  Senate  will  bear  with 
me  in  one  single  word.  I  assure  the  Senator  and 
every  other  Senator  on  this  floor  that  nothing  was 
fnrthcr  from  my  thought  than  to  utter  a  word  that 
would  be  unpleasant  or  disagreeable  to  any  gen- 
tleman here.  1  do  not  think  my  antecedents  would 
lead  gentlemen  hastily  to  conclude  that  such  was 
my  design  or  my  desire.  I  wished  to  allude 
pleasantly  to  the  fact  of  the  quiet  position  I  oc- 
cupy on  this  floor,  and  in  a  few  pleasant  words 
to  endeavor  to  call  back  the  debate  from  the  range 
it  had  taken  to  the  point  before  the  Senate.  It 
would  be  the  last  thing  I  should  undertake  to  do 
in  this  world,  to  express  an  opinion  derogatory 
to  the  character  or  conduct  of  any  Senator  on  this 
floor,  or  tiie  course  lie  desired  to  pursue  in  rela- 
tion to  deviate.  1  declared  when  I  rose,  and  in 
good  faith,  that  it  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  listen 
patiently  to  the  discussions  as  they  go  on  from 
day  to  day,  and  I  have  listened  with  pleasure  to- 
day, and  1  acquiesced  in  the  feeling  of  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  when  he  repelled  the  attacks  and 
assaults  that  were  made  on  the  present  Adminis- 
.tration. 

1  trust,  with  these  remarks,  that  the  Senator  and 
the  Snnate  itself  will  be  assured  that  I  could  have 
no  such  feeling  or  want  of  discretion,  so  far  as  to 
undertake  to  lecture  or  to  lash  an.y  one  upon  this 
floor  for  theconduct  that  he  might  see  fit  to  pursue 
on  this  or  any  other  occasion. 

iVIr.  HOWE.  I  ought  to  say,  perhaps,  in  reply 
to  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  that  if  he  did  not 
mean  to  wliip  me,  I  am  really  sorry  I  took  the 
whipping,  and  1  will  not  take  it  again. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  say  a  word  about  the  question  that 
is  before  the  body.  I  thinic  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Doolittle]  is 
an  improvement  upon  the  present  condition  of 
things,  because,  as  the  thing  is  now  administered, 
there  is  no  law;  and  I  think  it  is  better  to  have 
some  law,  even  a  bad  one,  than  allow  the  Depart- 
ment to  go  on  without  any.  But,  sir,  how  long 
is  this  war  to  last?  The  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  is  based  on  the  supposition 
that  we  are  to  send  young  men  into  the  iVIilitary 
Academy  now  and  keep  them  there  four  or  five 
years  to  qualify  them  to  go  into  the  field  and  help 
to  put  down  this  rebellion.  That  reminds  me  of 
a  caricature  which  I  have  .seen  somewhere,  in 
which  a  venerable  gentleman  was  represented  as 
planting  acorns  to  raise  oaks  to  build  a  navy  to 
put  down  this  rebellion.  If  this  rebellion  be  not 
put  dowii  before  those  young  men  who  go  into 
the  Academy  now  shall  stay  there  four  years  to 
qualify  themselves  to  put  it  down,  we  are  at  a  sad 
pass.  I  would  not  admit,  even  among  ourselves 
in  secret  session,  that  there  was  such  a  possibil- 
ity, because  if  you  admit  that  you  admit  what  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  have  admitted  even  by 
implication. 

If  this  is  not  necessary  in  order  to  put  down  the 
rebellion,  I  ask  those  gentlemen  who  were  so  care- 
ful of  the  public  Treasury  the  other  day  when  a 
proposition  was  made  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  clerks 
of  tiie  paymasters  in  the  Navy,  who  were  against 
increasing  expenses  then,  not  to  increase  expenses 
by  increasing  the  number  of  these  students  at 
West  Point.     That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  rise  really  with  n  view 
to  make  some  inquiries  that  I  may  understand  the 


point  upon  which  we  are  about  to  vote.  I  under- 
stand the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  to  be  that  the  pay  appropriated  shall 
not  hereafter  be  paid  to  any  cadets  except  those 
appointed  according  to  law.  I  wish  to  inquire 
what  is  the  use  of  the  word  "  hereafter"  as  it  is 
used  in  the  amendment.  I  have  looked  at  tlie 
amendment,  and  as  that  word  is  there  inserted  it 
means  nothing. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  know  where  the  word 
"  hereafter"  is  put  in  the  amendraentat  the  desk; 
but  I  will  explain  to  the  Senator  what  I  propose 
by  it.  I  understand  that  there  are  at  this  moment 
at  the  Military  Academy  young  men  being  sup- 
ported by  the  Government  who  are  not  legally 
there. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  You  mean  to  provide  that 
those  men  shall  not  be  paid.' 

Mr,  HALE.  That  was  the  way  that  I  first  of- 
fered the  amendment;  but  after  the  suggestions 
that  Jiave  been  made,  I  am  willing  to  qualify  the 
amendment  so  as  to  say  that  none  of  the  money 
appropriated  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
any  cadets  who  shall  be  hereafter  appointed  other- 
wise than  according  to  law. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Then  the  word  "  here- 
after" should  be  inserted  before  the  word  "  ap- 
pointed;"butasthe  word  "  hereafter"  nowstands 
inserted  in  the  amendment,  as  the  gentleman  will 
see  on  looking  at  it,it  moans  just  nothing  at  all.  It 
says  now  that  the  money  hereby  appropriated 
shall  not  hereafter  be  paid.to  any  one  illegally  ap- 
pointed. The  money  hereby  appropi'iated  is  al- 
ways to  be  paid  hereafter;  it  never  can  be  paid  in 
any  other  way,  I  take  it.  I  leave  the  Senator  to 
arrange  the  collocation  of  the  words  and  the  order 
in  which  he  desires  the  words  of  his  amendment 
to  stand,  and  then  I  shall  wish  to  be  heard  some- 
what further  about  it. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  will  read  my  amendment  as  I 
have  now  altered  it: 

v??i(J  he  it.  further  enacted,  Tlmt  no  iiart  of  lliR  money 
liprel)}'  .'ippmpriated  sliall  be  applied  to  the  support  or  pay 
of  any  cadets  hereafter  appointed  not  in  cotiforniity  witii 
the  express  provisions  of  law. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  That  may  do  well  enough. 
There  may  have  been  appointments  irrcgulai'ly 
made,  but  I  should  not  tliink  of  visiting  any  con- 
sequences of  that  kind  upon  the  appointees,  the 
young  men  who  have  gone  there  by  regular  war- 
rants coming  from  the  Executive,  and  are  serving 
there,  who  did  not  know,  and  perhaps  could  not 
know,  that  the  manner  of  theirappointment  was 
contrary  to  any  regulation  of  law.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection, however,  to  the  amendment  as  it  now 
stands,  protesting  that  no  more  such  appoint- 
ments shall  be  made.  I  am  willing  that  the  pro- 
test shall  be  put  in  this  place,  following  the  ex^ 
ample  of  the  good  old  justice  who  told  the  lawyer 
that  he  had  concluded  to  give  him  judgment  iii 
this  case  about  these  guns,  but  gave  him  fail-  no- 
tice that  he  must  not  bring  any  more  suits  unless 
he  had  some  evidence  to  support  them.  [Laugh- 
ter.] That  was  fair  play.  This  isgiving  notice 
not  to  make  any  more  irregular  ap])ouitments,  but 
1  have  no  objection  to  that. 

Then  we  have  the  ainendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Doolittle.]  I  do  not  un- 
derstand that  as  I  hear  other  gentlemen  speak  of 
it.  'I  do  not  understand  that  that  authorizes  the 
President  to  appoint  two  cadets  from  any  district, 
or  to  inci-ease  the  number  at  all.  The  law  as  it 
now  stands,  if  I  understand  it  aright,  is  that  one 
cadet  shall  be  appointed  from  each  congressional 
distri'ct,  wlio  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  di-strict. 
,Thcre  is  no  provision  in  that  law  that  he  shall  be 
selected  by  the  Representative  of  the  district.  I 
know  the  practice  is  for  the  Department  to  con- 
sult the  Representative  of  the  district,  but  there  is 
no  law  of  that  kind.  The  Presidentis  to  appoint 
a  certain  number,  twenty  I  think,  at  large,  annu- 
ally, and  he  is  to  appoint  one  for  each  congres- 
sional district,  who  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  dis- 
trict— tliat  is  all;  that  is  the  present  law.  Now, 
if  I  understand  it  aright,  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  is,  that  during  the  pres- 
ent war,  in  relation  to  congressional  districts  that 
are  not  represented  in  the  other  House,  the  Pres- 
ident himself  may  make  selections  from  the  Army; 
not  to  put  another  one  in,  not  to  have  two  for  a 
district,  but,  instead  of  selecting  residents  of  the 
district,  to  let  the  President  select  persons  in  the 
Army.     Do  I  understand  that  aright? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     Yes,  sir. 


Mr.  COLLAMER.  Then  the  suggestion 
which  I  have  heard  all  around  me  several  times 
that  it  is  a  proposition  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  is  not  so.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment  as  I  understand  ift  It  does  not  alter 
the  existing  law,  except  that  it  authorizes  the  Pres- 
ident to  select  for  the  unrepresented  districts  per- 
sons who  are  not  residents  of  the  districts;  that 
is  all  the  difference.  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  strike  out  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  and  substitute  this  for  it. 
Both  of  them  may  stand,  and  stand  consistently. 
I  am  therefore  inclined  to  vote  for  each  of  them 
and  both  of  them. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  On  the  suggestion  of  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  then,  I  will  move  my 
amendment  as  an  addition  to  the  amendment  of 
the  "Senator  from  New  Hampshire  as  it  now 
stands. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  to  append  to  his  proposition,  "to  hp 
apportioned  among  the  respective  States  as  near 
as  may  be  to  the  population  thereof." 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
modification,  and  will  accept  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
will  be  so  modified;  and  the  Senator  now  offers 
it  to  be  added  to  the  amendment  submitted  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  submit  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  is  still 
obnoxious  to  the  objection  that  I  made  to  it,  as 
ruling  out  by  strict  application  cadets  appointed 
from  the  State  at  large  and  notfrom  congressional 
districts. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     Not  at  all,  the  Senator  says. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Because  it  does  not  ap- 
ply to  them  in  the  future. 

.  Mr.  CONNESS.     Very  well.      Suppose  the 
State  is  not  districted  next  year;  what  then? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  They  will  stand  just  as 
tliey  do  now. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
is  on  the  amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  i  should  like  to  have  it 
read  as  it  stands. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

J!nd  he  it  ficrther  enacted,  Thatnopartof  the  money  here- 
by appropriated  shall  be  applied  tothe  siipportorpar  of  any 
cadets  hereafter  appointed  not  in  coiifoiriiity  with  the  ex- 
pn.'ss  provisions  of  law  regulating  appoinimentsof  cadets  at 
that  Academy;  and  that  until  the  rebellion  is  suppressed, 
the  President  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  cadet  for  eaeli 
congressional  district  not  represented  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
re'siMitatives,  to  be  selected  from  the  meritorious  and  de- 
serving young  soldiers  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  forces  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  apportioned  among  the  respective 
States  as  near  as  may  be  according  to  the  population  ofthe 
said  States. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed. to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  tjie  bill  to  be  read  a. 
third  time.  It  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
MESSAGE  FROM  TIIE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  agreed  to  the 
report  of  the -committee  of  conference  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  156)  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 
the  30th  of  June,  18G4. 

UNROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  Speaker 
ofthe  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  the 
following  bills;  which  thereupon  received  the  sig- 
lUTture  ofthe  Vice  President: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  116)  in  relation  to  univer- 
sity lands  in  Washington  Territory;  and 

A  bill  (H:.  R.  No.  156)  to  supply  deficiencies 

in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal 

year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1864,  and  for  other 

purposes. 

'       "^  BILL  BECOME  A  LAW. 

The  message  further  announced  tiiat  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  had  approved  and  signed 
on  the  11  th  instant  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  296)  for  the 
benefit  of  John  Dickson,  of  Illinois. 

IIOUSK  BILLS  REFERRED, 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre» 
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seiuaiives  were  severally  read  twice  by  tlicir  titles, 
and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  (No.  149)  concerning  certain  school  lands 
in  township  forty-#\-e  north,  range  seven  east,  in 
the  State  of  Missouri — to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

A  bill  (No.  192)  making  appropriations  for 
tlie  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  30lh  June, 
1865 — to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

A  bill  (No.  324)  to  repeal  section  two  of  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  foreign  coast- 
ing trade  on  the  northern,  northeastern, and  north- 
western frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes, "approvedMarch  2,  1831 — to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk, 
i*turning  to  the  Senate,  agreeably  to  its  request, 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  302)  to  amend  section  nine  of 
the  act  apjiroved  July  17,  18G2,  entitled  "An  act 
to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes." 
CONSULAR  AND  DIl^LOMATIC  BILL. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN'.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  40)  making  appropriations  for  the  consular 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  ending  30th  June,  1865. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill,  which  was  rejiorted  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance  with  amendments.  The  first  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  was  on  page  3,  line  fifty-one 
after  the  word  "consuls"  to  strike  out  the  word 
"and,"  and  in  line  fifty-two,  after  the  word 
"  agents  "to  insert  "and  twenty-five  consular  pu- 
pils;" so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

For  salaries  of  consuls  general,  consuls,  commercial 
agents,  and  ivventy-fivu  consular  pupils,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  3,  line  sixty,  under  the  head  of"  Consulates, 
Schedule  B,"  to  strike  out  "Ancona." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  4,  line  sixty-two,  under  the  head  of  "Con- 
sulates, Schedule  B,"  after  "Bristol"  to  insert 
"Brindisi,  Boulogne." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  4,  line  sixty-three,  under  the  head  of"  Con- 
sulates, Schedule  B,"  after  "  Cardiff  "  to  insert 
"  Chin  Kiang." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  4,  line  sixty-five,  under  the  same  heading, 
after  "Genoa"  to  insert  "  Gibraltar." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  4,  line  seventy-one,  under  the  same  heading, 
after  "  Marseilles"  to  strike  out  "  Matamora." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  4,  line  seventy-two,  under  the  same  head- 
ing, after  "Naples"  to  strike  out  "Napoleon 
Vendee." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  4,  line  seventy-three,  under  the  same  head- 
ing, after  "  Nice"  to  strike  out  "  Ningpo." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  4,  line  seventy-four,  under  the  same  heading, 
to  strike  out  "Otranto." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  4,  line  eighty-one,  under  the  same  heading, 
after  "  Swatow"  to  insert  "  Saint  Helena." 

The  umcndmcnt  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  4,  line  eighty-two,  under  the  same  heading, 
after  "Tangier"  to  insert  "Taranto." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  4,  line  eighty-four,  under  the  .same  heading, 
after  "  Vii:nna"  U>  insert  "  Zurich." 
The  amrridment  was  agreed  to. 
The  next  amuiidiueiit  of  the  committee  was  on 


page  5,  line  ninety-one,  under  the  head  of"  Con- 
sulates, Schedule  C,"  to  strike  out  "  Athens." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  5,  line  ninety-two,  under  the  same  heading, 
to  insert  "  Ceylon." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  5,  line  one  hundred  and  one,  under  the  head 
of  "  Commercial  Agencies,  Schedule  C,"  to  strike 
out  "fifty"and  insert  "  seventy-seven;"  and  in 
line  one  hundred  and  two,  after  the  word  "  thou- 
sand"to  insert"five  hundred;"  so  that  the  clause 
will  read: 

Apia,  Monrovia,  Saint  Paul  deLoando,  including  loss  by 
exchange  thereon,  $477,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Befoi-e  the  next  amend- 
ment reported  from  the  committee  is  acted  upon 
I  have  one  or  two  amendments  to  propose  that 
will  render  an  amendment  to  thatamendment  ne- 
cessary on  account  of  some  changes.  On  page  3, 
line  sixty,  in  the  list  of  consulates,  after  "  Bar- 
celona" 1  move  to  insert  "Bangkok." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  On  page  4,  line  seventy- 
five,  I  move  to  strike  out  "Port  au  Prince." 

Mr.  SUMNER.  That  is  right.  It  ought  to 
be  struck  out. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.'  On  page  5,  line  eighty- 
seven,  under  the  heading  of  "  Commercial  Agen- 
cies," after  "  Gaboon"  1  move  to  insert  "  Mada- 
gascar." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  On  page  5,  line  one  hun- 
dred, I  move  to  strike  out  "  Monrovia." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  on 
page  5,  line  one  hundred  and  two,  after  the  word 
"  dollars"  to  insert: 

And  the  salaries  of  the  consuls  at  Brindisi,  Gibraltar,  St. 
Helena,  Doulogne,  and  Zurich  shall  bo  .fljSOO  each;  and 
the  salaries  of  the  consuls  at  Ceylon  and  Pirceus  shall  be 
$1,000  each,  and  the  salary  of  the  consul  at  Chin  Kiang 
shall  be  $3,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  move  to  amend  that 
amendment  by  adding: 

And  the  salary  of  the  consul  at  Bangltok  shall  be  .$2,000  ; 
and  the  salarv  of  the  commercial  agent  atMadagasearsliall 
be  $2,000. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  to 
add,  as  a  new  section,  the  following: 

Sec.  — .  jindbe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  second  sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  consular  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  185b,"  approved  Febru- 
ary 7,  1857,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  As  the  Senate  does  not 
appear  to  be  listening  to  the  reading  of  the  amend- 
ment, I  think  it  my  duty  to  explain  to  the  Senate 
what  it  is.  It  will  be  noticed  that  on  the  third 
page  of  the  bill  there  is  an  amendment  to  insert 
the  words  "and  twenty-five  consular  pupils." 
In  the  original  bill  that  was  passed  arranging  our 
consular  system,  there  was  a  provision  made  for 
twenty-five  consular  pupils  to  be  sent  abroad  and 
to  be  attached  to  the  several  principal  consulates 
in  different  places,  and  it  passed  in  that  shape. 
Subsequently,  before  they  were  appointed,  that 
particular  provision  was  repealed.  This  amend- 
ment proposes  to  repeal  that  repealing  clause,  and 
thus  leave  the  provision  as  it  stood  in  the  original 
consular  bill  providing  for  twenty-five  consular 
pupils.  The  matter  has  been  urged  with  very 
great  zeal  by  different  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  although  it  did  not 
come  strictly  within  their  jurisdiction — that  did 
notoccurto  them  until  after  they  had  acted  upon 
it — came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  best  to  re- 
peal that  repealing  clause  and  restore  the  original 
provision  of  the  consular  bill.  That  is  the  effect 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  In  due  time  and  i\\,  some 
proper  place  I  wish  a  vote  of  the  Senate  by  yeas 
and  nays  on  this  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
desire  it  in  committee  or  in  Senate.'  The  bill  is 
now  in  committee. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
awk  it  in  the  Senate. 

The  itmendn^cnl  wau  agreed  to. 


Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  to  move  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  come  in  after  line  thirty-eight, 
page  3: 

For  the  contribution  of  the  United  States  to  the  comple- 
tion of  a  new  cemetery  at  Constantinople  to  receive  llie 
remains  of  American  citizens  transferred  from  an  old  burial- 
place,  and  also  as  a  place  for  future  interments,  $1,800. 

I  have  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  on  this  subject.  I  presume  there  will  be  no 
question  about  it,  and  therefore  I  will  not  take  up 
the  time  of  the  Senate  by  reading  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  hear  the 
communication  read,  or  the  Senator  can  state  the 
substance  of  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  substance  of  it  is  this: 
there  has  been  an  old  burial-place  in  Constanti- 
nople used  for  a  long  time,  by  the  consent  of  the 
Sultan,  for  the  interment  of  foreigners.  Several 
of  our  citizens  are  there  buried.  But  it  has  be- 
come inconvenient  to  have  that  burial-place  con- 
tinued. The  Sultan  has  desired  it,  indeed,  to  be 
discontinued,  and  has  allowed  a  piece  of  ground 
for  the  establishment  of  a  new  cemetery.  Foi'- 
eigners  have  been  invited  to  contribute  to  the  ex- 
pense incident  to  laying  out  this  new  cemetery 
and  to  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  the  persona 
interred  in  the  old  cemetery.  Our  minister  at  Con- 
stantinople reports  that  in  addition  to  the  contri- 
butions already  made  by  American  citizens  on 
the  spot,  the  sum  of  §1,800  is  required  in  order  to 
complete  our  part  of  this  work.  All  the  other 
Governments  have  contributed  their  portion.  It 
only  remains  for  us  now  to  contribute  ours. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  directed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations  to  move  anotheramend- 
ment  on  page  3,  line  fifty-six,  after  the  word 
"  Shanghai,"  under  the  headof  "ConsulatesGen- 
eral,"  to  insert: 

And  the  consul  general  at  Alexandria  shall  liave  the 
name  and  title  of  agent  and  consul  general. 

Theexplanation  of  thatis  this:  the  consulsgen- 
eral  of  other  Powers  at  Alexandiia  pass  under 
that  name,  and  it  is  supposed  to  give  them  a  cer- 
tain precedence  which  our  consul,  being  simply 
called  a  consul  general,  does  not  enjoy.  The', 
habit  of  our  Government  is  always  to  address  its 
functionaries  abroad  by  their  statute  designation, 
and  therefore  it  became  important  that  this  change 
of  name  should  be  authorized  by  Congress. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.     What  is  the  object.? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  already  stated  once 
that  the  consuls  general  of  other  Powers  at  Alex- 
andria go  under  the  name  of  agent  and  consul 
general,  and  on  that  account  they  are  supposed 
to  have  a  certain  precedence  which  our  consul, 
who  is  simply  entitled  "consul  general,"  does  not 
enjoy.  In  former  days,  under  other  Administra- 
tions, our  consuls  general  have  appropriated  this 
title  without  any  authority;  but  the  Department 
of  State  docs  not  feel  authorized  to  address  its 
functionaries  abroad  except  by  the  name  which 
they  bear  in  the  statute;  and  on  this  account  it  has 
been  proposed  to  make  this  change,  to  give  our 
consul  general  the  authority  to  bear  that  name. 
There  is  no  addition  of  pay.  Tiiere  is  nothing 
but  giving  him  the  same  name  as  the  other  consuls 
general  have. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  if 
this  is'recommended  by  the  Department.  Itcame 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  as  simply  a  sugges- 
tion from  a  friend  of  the  consul  general  himself, 
that  he  wanted  to  put  on  his  card  "agent"  as 
well  as  "consul  general."  We  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  would  be  folly  for  us  to  attempt  to 
change  our  consular  system  with  reference  to 
names,  &c.,  to  suit  foreign  Powers  in  a  particular 
place.  The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  it 
seems,  have  come  to  a  different  conclusion;  but 
there  is  no  recommendation  from  the  Department 
about  it,  but  merely  a  suggestion  from  the  con- 
sul general  himself,  I  understand. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  1  will  inquire  whether, 
as  our  consul  general  does  not  have  the  title  of 
agent,  it  would  not  be  quite  as  well  to  say  that 
foreign  nations  by  puttir)g  on  the  word  "agent" 
have  qualified  down  the  "consul  general,-" 
which  IS  a  more  dignified  position,  and  that  we 
do  not  intend  to  lot  ourselves  down  by  adding  the 
word  "agent."  It  is  a  good  deal  like  the  high 
titlcsof  the  Kingof  Siam,"  BrotherofthcSun  and 
MooM,  Emperor  of  Twenty  Umbrclla.s,"  &c., 
&c.     [Laughter.]     It  is  coming  out  at  the  little 
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end  of  the  horn.     I  hope  the  amendment  will  be 
rejected. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  will  answer  the  inquiry  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee.  The  proposition 
which  I  have  made  comes  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  where  it  was  considered.  It 
was  not  laid  before  that  committee  till  it  had  been 
the  subject  of  conference  between  myself  and  the 
Secretary  of  State.  The  Secretary  of  State  author- 
ized me  to  say  that  the  change  would  be  agree- 
able to  him.  Indeed — and  now  I  come  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Senator  from  Vermont — the  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  informed  of  the  actual  condition 
of  things  at  Alexandria.  He  knows  that  the  con- 
suls general  of  all  other  Powers  there  are  entitled 
political  agents  and  consuls  general.  That  des- 
ignation, as  I  have  already  said,  gives  to  them  a 
certain  precedence  which  ours  does  not  enjoy. 
The  British  consul  general,  in  the  published  Al- 
manac of  the  Foreign  Office,  bears  the  name  of 
"agent  and  consul  general." 

This  designation  is  peculiar  to  Alexandria;  and 
it  grows  out  of  the  somewhat  anomalous  condi- 
tion of  the  Government  of  Egypt,  which,  I  need 
not  remind  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  is  to  a 
certain  extent  independent  and  yet  not  absolutely 
independent.  It  is,  in  some  respects,  a  depend- 
ency of  the  Sultan.  Therefore  no  Government  is 
represented  at  Alexandria  by  a  diplomatic  agent. 
All  the  representatives  there  are  simple  consuls. 
But,  since  the  Pacha  of  Egypt  is  practically  the 
sovereign  of  the  country,  it  is  essential  that  they 
should  have,  in  a  certain  sense,  some  diplomatic 
appearance.  They,  for  instance,  are  thrown  into 
direct  communication  with  the  Government  of 
Egypt.  In  that  respect  they  differ  from  consuls 
in  other  places,  who  are  purely  commercial  agents 
and  nothing  else,  having  no  direct  relations  with 
the  Government  where  they  reside,  those  direct 
relations  being  conducted  by  diplomatic  repre- 
sentatives .  I  say  it  is  the  peculiarity  of  things  in 
Egypt  that  has  given  occasion  to  this  peculiarity 
of  designation.  The  other  consuls  general  there, 
as  I  have  said,  bear  the  name  of  "  agent  and  con- 
sul general,"  and  it  has  been  thought  advisable 
that  ours  should  be  entitled  to  bear  the  same  name. 

The  amendment  was  agreed*  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  also  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  to  offei- the  fol- 
lowing amendment  as  an  additional  section  to  the 
bill: 

^nd  be  it.  further  enacted,  That  all  instruments  or  papers 
required  to  be  acknowledged  in  foreign  countries  by  Amer- 
ican citizens  sliall  be  acknowledged  before  a  diplomatic 
or  consular  representative  of  tlie  United  States,  wliose  duty 
It  shall  be,  before  taking  the  acknowledgment,  to  admin- 
ister to  the  applicant  the  oath  of  olhce  as  set  forth  in  the 
act  of  Congress,  approved  August  6,  1861,  and  to  make  a 
record  thereof  in  the  certificate  of  acknowledgment. 

I  will  send  to  the  Chair  a  communication  from 
the  Department  of  State  which  explains  this 
amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  communica- 
tion will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,-  as  follows: 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  January  19,  1864. 

Sir:  Since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  several 
instances  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Department 
in  which  citizens  of  the  United  States  abroad,  notoriously 
disloyal,  and  some  even  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents, 
have  sought  tn  obtain  from  United  States  consuls  attesta- 
tions of  deeds  conveying  real  property  in  this  country.  The 
applications  have  very  properly  been  rejected  unless  the 
persons  making  them  would  swear  allegiance  to  tlie  United 
States.  Some  of  the  applicants,  upon  their  refusal  to  com- 
ply with  this  condition,  have  then  acknowledged  the  con- 
veyances before  a  mayor  or  oilier  foreign  magistrate.  Tiiis 
practice  ouglil,  it  seems  to  this  Department,  to  be  corrected 
by  Congress.  With  a  view  to  this,  every  such  instrument 
maybe  required  to  be  acknowledged  before  a  consul  of  the 
United  States,  who  will  demand  of  the  person  asking  for 
the  attestation  an  oath  of  allegiance  before  complying  with 
the  request.  'I'heexpediency  of  introducing  some  such  pro- 
vision into  any  proper  bill  before  Congress  is  consequently 
Bubniitted  to  your  consideration  and  that  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

1  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
,,        ^  WILLIAM  11.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Cuahles  Sumner,  C/wirmau  Committee  on  Foreign 

Relations,  Senate. 

Mr.  VAN  WINKLE.  I  should  like  ttfask  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  whether  this  proposi- 
tion IS  expected  to  repeal  all  the  State  laws  on  this 
Bubject.  E«rery  State  has  its  own  laws  and  reg- 
ulations as  to  how  papers  shall  be  acknowledged 
in  foreign  countries.  I  desire  to  know  whether 
itwillliave  tliatcffect;  and  if  so,  whether  it  is  com- 
petent for  Congress  to  pass  a  law  that  would  re- 
peal all  those  State  regulations. > 


Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  know  that  it  would 
undertake  to  re])ealall  the  State  laws  on  this  sub- 
ject. Its  deject  is  to  take  the  precaution,  so  far 
as  Congress  can,  to  prevent  the  acknov/ledgment 
of  papers  and  documents  by  citizens  in  foreign 
countries  who  are  unwilling  to  take  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance. The  oath  that  is  required  by  this  amend- 
ment is  the  common  one  that  is  administered  at 
ihecustom-house,  and  under  several  statutes  that 
have  been  passed  during  the  last  two  years;  and 
it  seemed  not  going  too  far  to  require  from  every 
person  in  a  foreign  country  who  presented  him- 
self with  a  paper  or  document  for  acknowledg- 
ment that  he  should  take  the  same  oath  which  is 
taken  by  citizens  at  home. 

Mr.  Van  winkle.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
purpose  at  all.  My  query  was  put  in  order  to 
know  whether  the  amendment  would  reach  the 
case.  I  have  no  objection  at  all  to  requiring  a 
party  who  wishes  to  transfer  property  to  take 
this  oath;  but  as  all  these  transfers  are  made 
under  State  laws,  it  seems  to  me  this  proposition 
would  not  have  much  effect.  I  rose  rather  to 
suggest  the  propriety  of  altering  it,  if  it  can  be 
made  to  have  the  effect  designed.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  object. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  appreciate  the  ob- 
jection of  the  Senator.  I  do  not  see  what  diffi- 
culty can  grow  out  of  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  There  are  difficulties,  as  the 
Senator  from  West  Virginia  states  them.  This 
particular  amendment  offered  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  was  before 
that  committee,  and  approved  of.  The  objection 
urged  by  the  Senator  from  West  Virginia  is  that 
possibly  such  an  amendment  as  that  would  repeal 
the  laws  of  the  several  States  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. Nearly  all  the  States,  I  believe,  have  pre- 
scribed by  their  own  legislation  the  manner  in 
which  acknowledgments  of  deeds  to  convey  either 
personal  or  real  estate  are  to  be  made  abroad;  and 
the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  member  from 
West  Virginia  is,  that  the  language  of  this  par- 
ticular amendment,  provided  Congress  had  the 
constitutional  power  over  the  subject,  would  be 
to  repeal  practically  all  State  laws  on  the  same 
subject. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  suggest,  if  my 
friend  will  allow  me,  whether  the  object  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  would  not  be  accom- 
plished by  changing  the  phraseology.  We  can 
undoubtedly  exercise  any  power  we  see  fit  over 
our  consuls  and  diplomatic  agents,  and  we  may 
provide  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  consuls  and 
diplomatic  agents  before  whom  any  acknowledg- 
ment is  made  by  any  such  person,  to  administer 
this  oath  to  that  person. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  will  bear  in  mind 
that  that  does  not  meet  the  case  to  which  the  De- 
partment of  State  calls  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
The  Department  of  State  mentions  specifically 
that  certain  persons  abroad,  turning  aside  from 
our  consuls  and  diplomatic  representatives,  go  to 
the  mayors  of  towns  or  local  functionaries  and 
make  their  acknowledgments  before  them;  and 
the  Department  suggests  that  that  evasion  on  their 
part  ought  to  be  met  to  the  extent  of  our  ability. 
It  was  in  order  to  meet  it  that  the  committee  have 
presented  this  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  suggestion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  was  one  that  I  was  about  to 
make.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  on  this 
subject.  Most  of  the  laws  of  the  States,  I  think, 
however,  provide  that  deeds  to  transfer  property 
either  real  or  personal  are  to  be  acknowledged 
before  consuls,  and  certainly  Congress  has  the 
authority  to  say  that  no  consul  of  the  United 
States, and  no  other  officer  who  holds  his  com- 
mission under  the  United  vS tales,  shallexecute  any 
such  authority  as  that  except  in  the  way  Con- 
gress may  prescribe.  The  Senator  from  Maine 
says  it  may  say  they  shall  not  take  those  ac- 
knowledgments without  requiring  the  pai-ty  mak- 
ing the  acknowledgment  to  take  the  oath  which 
the  amendtnent  provides  for.  But  that  does  not 
get  rid  of  the  difficulty  suggested  by  the  Senator 
from  West  Virginia;  and  we  come  now  to  the 
question  of  power  as  between  the  States  and  the 
General  Government.  If  the  State  governments 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  are 
not  prohibited  from  providing  for  these  foreign 
acknowledgments  as  far  as  concerns  transfers  of 
property  in  their  own  limits,  then  perhaps  we 
should  have  no  authority  to  pass  this  amendment 


in  the  way  in  which  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  have  proposed  it,  and  in  which  amend- 
ment I  concurred — the  objection  did  not  occur  to 
me  at  the  time — because  the  provision  of  that 
amendment  is  that  no  transfer  shall  be  made  un- 
less acknowledged  by  a  consul,  and  unless  ac- 
knowledged in  the  way  prescribed  by  that  amend- 
ment. It  produces  a  conflict  as  between  the  State 
government  and  tlie  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  that  particular.  I  am  not  prepared  now 
to  say' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Let  me  ask  the  Senator— I 
want  the  benefit  of  his  judgment  on  the  question — 
how  can  we  meet  the  difficulty  in  the  case.' 

Mr,  JOHNSON.  This  does  not.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  you  can  meet  it  in  any  other  way 
than  theonesuegested  by  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  want  to  come  to  that  point: 
if  it  be  clear  that  we  cannot  meet  the  difficulty  in 
the  ease. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  should  doubt  very  much 
— may  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  amendment 
again  ? 

The  Secretary  again  read  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  By  the  language  of  that 
amendment  we  are  made  to  say  that  no  transfer 
shall  be  made  of  property  in  any  of  the  States, 
which  is  required  by  the  law  of  tlie  State  as  well 
as  the  law  of  the  United  States  to  be  acknowl- 
edged abroad.  Nov/,  I  suggest  to  my  friend,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  that  perhaps  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  doubt  whether  we  have  the  right 
to  interfere  with  the  laws  of  the  States  in  that  par- 
ticular. I  can  very  readily  realize  the  difficulty 
suggested  by  the  Departmentof  State,  and  which 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  felt.  These 
gentlemen  who  are  abroad  now  who  have  any  are 
transferring  their  properly  here.  While  I  was 
in  New  Orleans  two  years  ago,  transfers  were 
sent  over  by  one  of  them — it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  name  him — of  nearly  all  the  real  estate  he 
had  in  the  city;  and  he  could  not,  I  suppose,  or 
would  not  have  taken  such  an  oath  as  this,  and 
his  property  would  have  been  liable  to  confisca- 
tion but  for  that  transfer.  I  suppose  the  transfers 
are  all  legal.  I  suggest — if  it  is  not  necessary  to 
put  it  upon  this  bill,  and  I  do  not  see  that  it  is 
necessary  to  do  it — whether  it  had  not  better  be 
withdrawn,  and  allow  us  to  reflect  upon  it  until 
to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  certainly  shall  not  press  it 
if  there  seems  to  be  any  doubt  in  regard  to  it;  and 
I  may  say  frankly  that  I  felt  the  difficulty  of  the 
question  from  the  beginning.  I  believe  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland  is  not  a  stranger  to  my  own 
sense  of  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  And  yetafter  reflecting  upon 
it,  and  I  think  consulting  with  the  Senator  him- 
self, I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  proposition 
was  practicable  in  the  form  in  which  I  have  made 
it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  You  submitted  it  to  me,  I 
recollect.     I  saw  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Certainly.  It  was  considered 
in  the  committee.  The  committee  feel  very  de- 
sirous of  carrying  out  the  suggestion  of  the  De- 
partment of  State,  which,  aa  we  see,  is  in  a  patri- 
otic spirit,  and  is  absolutely  in  harmony  with  all 
we  have  been  doing  during  the  last  two  years,  and 
it  seemed  a  pity  that  we  should  be  obliged  to  halt 
on  any  question  even  of  jurisdiction  or  any  tech- 
nical ground  in  view  of  such  a  suggestion.  If 
Senators  think  it  best,  however,  I  will  withdraw 
the  proposition  for  to-day,  and  we  can  consider 
it  again. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  to  offer  another 
amendment  as  an  additional  section: 

Jl7id  l)e  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Piesident  may  in  his 
discretion,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, appoint  an  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  the  kingdom  of  Uclgium,  who  shall  receive 
no  higher  compensation  tliau  is  uovvallowcd  to  a  minister 
resident. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  hear 
some  reason  for  that. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  A  reason  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  give.  The  subject  has  been  carefully  consid- 
ered in  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and 
also  has  been  the  subject  of  conference  with  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  agrees  entirely  with  the 
committee. 
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I  will  say  at  the  outset  that  the  commiUec  at 
llie  beginning  of  this  session,  after  some  discus- 
i>.  -a,  came  to  the  conclusion  to  make  no  reconi- 
1. '.nidation  of  an  increase  of  salary  anywhere. 
They  have  been  pressed  from  various  quarters  in 
reference  to  both  diplomatic  and  consular  officers. 
The  Department  of  Stale  had  already  come  to  the 
.same  conclusion;  and  the  Senate  will  bear  in 
mind  that  there  has  been  during  this  session  no 
recommendation  from  that  Department  proposing 
any  increase  in  the  salary  of  any  of  our  foreign 
representatives. 

But  uiiile  the  committee  concurred  with  the 
Department  in  this  consideration  of  economy, 
lliey  also  united  with  the  Department  in  tlie  con- 
clusion that  where  a  change  could  be  made  with- 
out an  increase  of  salary,  which  would  be  ad- 
vantageous to  the  country,  there  was  no  reason 
against  it.  On  the  contrary,  as  in  the  present 
casi:,  there  are  strong  reasons  for  it. 

Belgium,  though  a  small  country  on  the  map, 
actually  contains  a  population  at  this  moment  of 
more  than  five  millions.  We  are  represented  by 
ministers  pleni[)otentiary  in  several  other  coun- 
tries wheri)  the  jjopulation  is  but  a  million  and  a 
half  or  two  and  a  half  millions.  This  is  the  case 
in  Cluli  and  Peru,  if  we  considered,  therefore, 
merely  the  question  of  population,  there  would 
be  an  argument  in  favor  of  raising  our  mission 
there. 

But  there  is  another  consideration  stronger 
still.  Nearly  all  other  couutr.es  are  represented 
at  Brussels  by  a  minister  plenipotentiary.  I  have 
in  my  hand  a  list  which  I  have  compiled  out  of 
the  last  number  of  the  Jllmanac  de  Gotham  from 

which  it  appears  that  Biussels 

iVIr.  COLLAiVlER.  Where  have  we  minis- 
ters plenipotentiary  and  envoys  extraordinary 
exce|)t  at  Paris,  London,  and  St.  Petersburg? 

Mr.  SIJiVINER.  Also  at  Madrid,  Vienna, 
Berlin,  and  Turin.  I  am  speaking  now  of  Europe. 
Out  of  Europe,  at  Brazil,  Chili,  Peru,  and  Mex- 
ico. 
Air.  COLL  AMER.  They  are  not  full  ministers. 
Mr.  SUAINER.  They  are  envoys  extraordi- 
nary iuid  ministers  plenipotentiary,  which  is  what 
we  familiarly  call  "  full  ministers."  There  is  a 
difference  in  their  salaries,  but  their  character  is 
the  same. 

On  an  examination  of  the  Mnianac  de  Gotha  it 
appears  that  at  Brussels,  Turkey  is  represented 
by  an  embassador,  and  the  following  countries 
by  envoys  extraordinary  and  ministers  plenipo- 
tentiary— I  read  the  list — Austria,  Baden,  Chili, 
Spain,  France,  Great  Britain,  Hesse,  the  King  of 
Italy,  Holland,  Portugal,  Prussia,  and  Russia; 
and  since  the  date  of  the  almanac,  Nicaragua  has 
added  a  "  full  minister"  to  tiie  Tist;  but  the  United 
States  having  a  more  responsible  position  at  that 
court  than  almost  any  Power  unless  we  except 
two  or  three  of  the  leading  Powers  of  Europe,  is 
represented  there  only  by  a  minister  resident. 

1  need  not  remind  this  Senate  of  the  eminent 
character  of  the  ]n-esent  sovereign  of  Belgium,  and 
of  Ills  friendly  disposition  to  our  country.  We 
have  put  confidence  in  him  by  selecting  him  on 
more  than  one  occasion  as  an  arbiter  between 
ourselves  and  other  Powers.  I  believe  that  there 
is  toward  that  sovereign  on  the  part  of  oCir  Gov- 
ernmentasentimentof  unfeigned  respect.  It  was 
in  view  of  these  considerations,  the  character  and 
im|)ortance  of  the  kingdomitself,  thegrade  of  llie 
representatives  of  other  Powers  allhis  court,  and 
the  eminent  position  of  the  king,  that  tlie  com- 
mittee were  induced  lamake  the  recommendation 
they  do.  It  is  not  a  compliment  that  is  now  pro- 
posed, but  a  practical  measure  for  the  support  of 
our  interests  abroad.  But  it  need  not  be  dis- 
guised that  there  is  no  sovereign  in  Europe  who, 
on  account  of  his  age,  wisdom,  influence,  and 
friendly  temper  towartl  us  at  a  trying  moment 
of  our  recent  history,  might  more  filly  be  ap- 
proached in  the  langunge  of  compliment. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  hope  this  amendment 
will  not  be  made.  I  see  very  evidently  ihe  difli- 
cullica  to  follow  from  it.  Tlie  rule  generally  is 
to  have  ministers  plenipotentiaryalwliatare called 
the  first-class  Powers  of  Europe,  and  at  the  sec- 
ond-class Powers  not  to  have  ministers  of  so  iiigli 
a  grade.  I  am  not  aware  thatany  complaint  has 
been  made  by  the  King  of  the  Belgians  that  we 
have  not  a  minister  plenipotentiary  there. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  May  1  correct  the  Senator 
right  there.' 


Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  is  perfectly  understood 
that  the  King  of  Belgium  has  expectSd  a  full  min- 
ister from  us. 

Mr.  FOSTER.     lie  sent  us  a  full  minister. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Yes,  sir;  he  sent  us  a  full 
minister.  Belgium  is  represented  at  Washington 
by  an  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, and  one  of  the  last  requests  made  through 
the  late  Administration  was  that  we  should  be  rep- 
resented at  Brussels  by  what  is  called  a  full  min- 
ister. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  do  not  know  how  that 
comes  to  us.  If  it  comes  at  all,  it'should  be  by 
a  recommendation  from  the  Stale  Department, 
staling  the  fact  and  recommending  this  increase 
of  grade.  This  idea  of  having  an  outside  talk 
with  die  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  having  no  direct  and  official  com- 
munication on  the  subject,  is  not  entirely  satisfac- 
tory to  me. 

i  know  that  Mr.  Sanford,  our  minister  to  Bel- 
gium, is  a  very  accomplished  gentleman, and  has 
rendered  good  service,  and  I  dare  say  he  is  anx- 
ious to  have  an  increase  of  grade  and  rank;  but 
the  result  will  be  this,  in  my  judgment:  if  we  in- 
crease the  grade  here  we  must  increase  itatHol- 
land  next,  and  then  at  Switzerland,  and  then  some- 
where else;  and  then  it  will  be  a  very  disagreeable 
thing  to  consider  that  while  one  minister  has  one 
salary  another  minister  has  another,  and  we  shall 
be  compelled  to  equalize  ihein.  It  will  be  said 
that  it  will  be  making  a  distinction.  We  have 
had  specimens  of  that  and  difficulties  enough  of 
that  sort  at  home,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  have 
them  abroad. 

We  have  had  no  unfriendly  relations  with  the 
King  of  the  Belgians  on  account  of  the  fact  that 
we  simply  send  him  what  is  called  a  minister  res- 
ident. Foreign  nations  do  not  complain  of  our 
system ,  as  we.  choose  to  adopt  it,  that  I  am  aware 
of;  and  really,  although  it  would  be  gratifying  to 
me  to  accommodate  all  our  ministers  abroad  both 
with  regard  to  rank  and  pay,so  far  as  they  are  indi- 
vidually concerned,  yet  I  think  we  had  better  not 
begin  to  set  such  a  precedent  in  these  times.  That 
is  my  judgment  about  it.  I  shall  vote  against  the 
amendment.  The  Senate  can  determine  the  ques- 
tion for  itself. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Setiator  says  it  is  not 
our  habit  to  have  a  full  minister  except  at  what 
is  called  a  first-class  Power.  I  have  already  men- 
tioned that  we  have  a  full  minister  at  Mexico, 
Chili,  and  Peru.  I  may  mention  also  that  we  have 
a  full  minister  at  Berlin,  where,  notoriously,  there 
is  very  little  to  be  done;  at  Vienna,  where  there  is 
very  little  to  be  done;  at  Turin,  where  there  is 
very  little  to  be  done,  except  to  express  that  con- 
stant sympathy  which  we  feel  for  the  cause  of 
Italy,  whatever  form  it  may  take. 

But  the  Senator  says  if  we  begin  now  at  Brus- 
sels, the  next  proposition  will  be  for  a  full  minis- 
ter at  the  Hague.  How  so.''  The  difference  be- 
tween the  Ilague  and  Brussels  is  very  great. 
Brussels  is  a  central  position  on  the  very  high- 
way of  Europe,  more  in  the  line  of  travel  than 
any  other  place  on  the  Continent  excejH  Paris. 
It  is  seconcl  in  that  respect  only  to  Paris.  The 
population  of  Belgium  is  eminently  commercial, 
and  has  large  interests  in  connection  with  our 
country  beyond  those  of  Holland. 

1  have  already  said  that  the  Government  of  Bel- 
gium has  shown  for  us  a  peculiar  friendship — I 
would  rather  say  the  king;  but  tiie  king  is  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  Government. 

But  there  is  another  fact  which  ought  to  be 
menlioned;tlieGovernmentofBelgium  had  reason 
to  suppose  that  we  would  send  a  full  minister  there 
when  they  sent  one  to  Washington.  It  is  always 
understood  that  there  sliould  be  a  certain  reci- 
(nocity  in  this  respect,  and  on  this  occasion  it  had 
been  made  the  subject  of  a  special  request  on  the 
part  of  that  Government.  1  believe  the  King  of 
Belgium  has  too  much  sense  to  be  unfriendly  to 
us,  as  the  Senator  from  Maine  suggests,  because 
we  are  represented  there  only  by  a  minister  resi- 
dent. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator 
where  he  gets  the  evidence  in  regard  to  any  spe- 
cial request  by  the  King  of  the  Belgians  on  the 
subject.' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  From  the  Department  of  State. 
Mr.  FESSENDEN.     I  should  like  to  have  it 
in  an  official  form. 


Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  notknow  that  in  former 
discussions  we  ever  had  such  comments 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it 
was  communicated  by  the  minister  himself  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  who  wants  to  have  his  salary 
raised,  and  that  is  about  all  the  evidence  there  is 
ofit. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  incident  to  which  I  re- 
fer  

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  will  under- 
stand me  as  not  doubting  at  all  his  statement 
about  the  matter,  but  as  wanting  sufficient  evi- 
dence ofit  in  an  official  form. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  was  remarking  that  the  com- 
ments of  the  Senator  seem  to  be  unusual.  The 
subject  was  one  that  was  carefully  considered  by 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  several  weeks 
before  the  minister  Of  Belgium  reached  this  coun- 
try, and  the  conclusion  of  the  committee  was 
reached  entirely  independent  of  any  suggestion 
from  him,  direct  or  indirect,  accordingto  the  best 
of  my  information. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  If  this  amendment  involved 
an  additional  appropriation  of  money,  I  think  I 
should  not  vote  for  it.  The  suggestion  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
is  that,  although  it  docs  not  involve  an  additional 
appropriation  now,  it  will  soon  do  so;  because  it 
will  introduce  an  anomaly  into  our  legislation 
as  to  the  salaries  of  ministers  of  the  same  grade 
abroad,  and  there  will  be  a  claim  made  that  sal- 
aries shall  be  equalized,  and  that  every  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoteniiary  shall 
receive  as  high  pay  as  the  highest;  because  we 
never  equalize  downwards,  but  always  upwards, 
1  do  not  think,  looking  at  existing  facts,  that  there 
is  anything  in  that  suggestion  of  the  honorable 
Senator  which  ought  to  deter  us  from  making  this 
amendment;  and  if  we  cast  our  eyes  at  the  dif- 
ference in  salaries  which  envoys  extraordinary 
and  ministers  plenipotentiary  abroad  now  receive 
we  shall  be  satisfied  there  is  not.  For  instance, 
the  salary  of  our  minister  at  the  court  of  St. 
James  is  {jl7,500;  the  same  salary  is  paid  to  our 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary at  Paris;  arwl  while  we  also  have  an  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Russia,  he  is  paid  but  ^12,000.  So  our 
minister  to  Spain,  who  is  an  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary,  is  paid  but  j^l2,000. 
Our  minister  at  Vienna,  who  is  also  an  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary,  receives 
but  $12,000,  and  so  on ;  and  this  has  been  the  case 
now  for  very  many  years.  I  do  not  think,  with 
those  facts  before  us,  that  this  claim,  to  which  the 
Senator  alludes,  will  be  of  much  force. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  if 
there  is  e.ne  minister  plenipotentiary  abroad  now 
who  receives  less  than  ^12,000.' 

Mr.  FOSTER.     I  believe  not. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  minister  to  Peru  re- 
ceives j|,10,000,  I  think. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  am  speaking  of  Eu- 
rope. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  supposed  the  Senator  meant 
in  Europe.  I  believe  all  who  are  envoys  extraor- 
dinary and  ministers  plenipotentiary  there  receive 
at  least  §12,000,  while  on  this  continent  some  re- 
ceive $10,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  lowest  is  §10,000, 
on  this  continent. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  inequality  of  salary,  how 
ever,  is  an  established  fact,  assented  to,  agreed 
to, and  has  been  for  years.  It  cannot, therefore, 
be  urged  against  this  amendment  that  it  will  lay 
the  foundation  for  making  an  increase  of  salaries 
to  produce  equality.  If  we  rui.se  the  grade,  and 
at  the  same  time  say  that  it  shall  not  increase  the 
salary,  there  is  an  expression  of  opinion  decidedly 
and  positively  against  an  increase,  and  there  will 
be  no  danger  hereafter  of  such  an  increase  unless 
there  should  be  good  reason  for  it;  and  if  here- 
after there  should  be  good  reason  for  it,  there 
may  be  a  change;  but  without  good  reason  I  do 
not  believe  there  will  be. 

There  are  manifestly  strong  reasons,  potent 
and  patent,  why  the  grade  of  this  minister  should 
be  raised  enough  certainly  to  make  it  desirable  i/ 
we  can  do  it  without  expense,  and  perhaps  even 
if  we  could  not.  It  does  not  involve  a  dollar  from 
the  Treasury;  and  as  regards  future  appropria- 
tions, I  do  not  believe  any  increase  will  be  made, 
and  certainly  will  not  be  made  unless  there  shall 
be  a  necessity  for  it,  because  it  is  not  an  cstab- 
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lished  rule  with  us  to  pay  ail  envoys  extraordi- 
nary and  ministers  plenipotentiary  the  same  sal- 
ary; and  that  not  being;  by  any  means  the  existing 
usage,  I  trust  this  will  be  allowed  to  pass  as  an 
amendment  to  the  bill. 

•  Mr.  ANTHONY.  Mr.President,  theKingof 
the  Belgians  is  our  best  friend  among  all  the  sov- 
ereigns of  Europe;  and  although  he  rules  over  a 
very  small  territory  he  is  personally,  perhaps,  the 
most  influential  sovereign  upon  the  Continent.  I 
suppose  that  more  sovereigns  consult  the  King  of 
the  Belgians  than  consultany  other  foreign  poten- 
tate. At  the  time  thatnearly  all  Europe  was  banded 
against  us  the  King  of  the  Belgians  exerted  his 
great  personal  influence  in  our  favor.  At  the  time 
when  most  of  the  aristocracy  of  England  were 
against  us,  but  when  the  Crown  ofEngland  was 
aileastfriendly  to  us,  the  influence  that  produced 
that  was  owing  in  a  large  degree  to  the  King  of 
the  Belgians,  who  went  from  his  capital  person- 
ally to  consult  with  th.e  sovereign  ofEngland  upon 
our  affairs.  At  the  time  of  the  Trent  affair  the 
diplomatic  correspondence  which  was  laid  on  our 
tables  showed  the  very  great  interest  he  felt  upon 
our  side,  and  the  very  great  services  he  rendered 
to  us.  It  would  be  a  compliment  to  him  to  send 
him  a  full  minister,  as  he  has  sent  a  full  minister 
to  us;  and  he  asked  us  to  send  a  full  minister  to 
him  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Buchanan. 
It  involves  no  sort  of-expense;  and  1  hope  the 
Senate  will  not  refuse  this  act  of  courtesy  to  the 
best  friend  we  have-on  the  otherside  of  the  wiiter. 

Mr.  PESSENDEN.  If  I  regarded  this,  or  if  I 
was  satisfied  that  it  could  be  put  on  the  ground  of 
courtesy  to  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  and  thought 
he  asked  for  it,  I  should  not  object  to  it;  but  I 
have  no  belief  in  any  such  thing,  because  every- 
body admits  that  he  is  a  man  of  good  sense.  If 
it  is  our  system  to  send  ministers  of  a  particular 
class  to  particular  courts,  do  you  suppose,  sir, 
does  anybody  suppose,  that  the  King  of  the  Bel- 
gians takes  exceptions  to  it  and  plants  himself 
upon  such  trifling  in  regard  to  it?  Why,  sir,  he 
has  continued  friendly  to  us  through  all  this.  We 
have  not  heard  that  he  was  unfriendly  because  we 
had  not  a  minister  plenipotentiary  there  instead  of 
a  minister  resident. 

He  is  a  man  of  high  character.  He  is  over  sev- 
enty years  of  age,  and  I  do  not  know  how  near  he 
i.s  to  eighty.  He  probably  will  not  live  long.  How 
do  we  know  what  the  next  king  will  be  there? 
We  cannot  tell.  We  are  establishing  a  precedent; 
we  are  making  a  minister  plenipotentiary  at  that 
particular  place,  and  we  should  not  do  it  with  ref- 
erence to  a  mere  temporary  consideration  of  an  in- 
dividual, unless  we  are  satisfied  that  there  is  feel- 
ing on  the  subject,  about  which  I  have  no  sort  of 
conviction,  because  the  matter  looks  to  me  alto- 
gether too  trifling. 

Sir,  I  believe  it  is  a  mere  matter  for  the  gratiii- 
cation  of  the  minister  himself,  and  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  that.  The  salary  is  of  no  consequence 
to  him.  He  is  agentleman  of  fortune.  He  would 
rather  be  there  as  minister  without  any  salary 
than  not  be  there  in  a  diplomatic  capacity.  We 
all  understand  that.  It  would  be  very  agreeable 
to  him  to  be  called  minister  plenipotentiary;  and 
the  question  is  whether  we  shall  raise  the  rank  at 
that  place  merely  for  the  sake  of  gratifying  him. 
The  very  lowest  salary  we  have  now  for  any  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  in  Europe  is  $12,000,  and 
here  will  be  an  anomalous  minister  with  a  salary 
of  |7,500,  a  minister  of  the  highest  grade  with  a 
low  salary,  lower  by  several  thousand  dollars  than 
anybody  else  of  that  grade.  The  result  will  be 
tliat  if  he  does  not  apply  for  an  increase  his  suc- 
cessor will. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     We  will  not  give  it  to  him. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  How  do  we  know  that? 
We  shall  have  the  argument  then  about  his  con- 
dition; that  he  represents  us  at  a  friendly  court, 
and  that  it  is  abominable  and  outrageous  to  keep 
him  there  with  this  low  salary.  We  shall  raise 
his  salary,  and  we  shall  not  only  do  that,  but  we 
shall  increase  the  rank  of  the  whole  of  them.  This 
eternal  seeking  of  an  increase  of  grade  and  in- 
crease of  pay  by  almost  every  oflicer  we  have  is 
getting  to  beinfinitcly  disgusting, and, tomy  mind, 
the  best  way  would  be  to  call  him  back,  and  send 
somebody  there  who  would  not  make  a  fuss  about 
it.  He  was  anxious  enough  to  go  there  with  the 
salary  we  gave,  lie  souglit  after  the  office;  he 
desired  it;  he  got  it;  and  now  let  him  be  content 
with  it. 


Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  has  said  in  a 
very  determined  way  that  this  proposition  is  made 
for  the  personal  gratification  of  the  minister. 

Mr.  PESSENDEN.  I  said  I  believed  it  to 
be  so. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  believes  so. 
Now,  sir,  I  believe  it  to  be  made  for  the  efiiciency 
of  the  minister  there,  not  for  his  personal  gratifi- 
cation. I  believe  that  that  was  the  reason  on  which 
the  committee  recommended  it,  and  the  reason 
also  on  which  it  had  the  support  of  the  Secretary 
of  State — because  it  would  promote  the  efficiency 
of  our  minister  at  that  court.  If  the  court  had 
been  an  inconsiderable  one,  if  the  sovereign  were 
a  person  with  whom  we  were  not  in  friendly  rela- 
tions, and  whose  good-will  we  had  not  special  oc- 
ca.^iion  to  covet,  there  might  be  no  occasion  per- 
haps for  such  a  proposition.  But  looking  at  things 
as  they  are,  regarding  them  in  a  practical  light, 
considering  the  character  of  the  country  and  of  its 
sovereign,  I  say  that  the  interests  of  our  country 
will  be  better  represented  at  that  court  by  a  full 
minister  than  by  one  of  an  inferior  grade. 

If,  v/hen  we  raise  this  mission,  it  shall  be  also 
a  personal  gratification  to  the  actual  minister,  I 
know  not  that  there  can  be  any  objection  to  it  on 
that  account.  He  has  served  the  country  well. 
But  it  is  not,  as  I  have  said ,  for  his  personal  grati- 
fication that  any  such  proposition  as  is  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  is  presented.  It  is  for  the  public 
good,  because,  in  the  view  of  the  committee,  it 
seemed  best  that  we  should  be  represented  at  that 
court  by  a  full  minister  rather  than  by  an  in- 
ferior one. 

Sir,  the  Senate  has  intrusted  the  preparation  of 
a  certain  part  of  its  business  to  a  committee  of 
this  body.  When  the  Senator  from  Maine  speaks 
on  a  question  of  finance  we  all  listen  to  him  with 
respect,  and  it  is  rarely  that  we  differ  from  him; 
but  that  Senator  certainly  cannot  expect  that  the 
Senate  will  follow  him  implicitly  when  he  speaks 
on  other  matters  v;hich  have  been  given  to  the 
discretion  of  other  committees  of  this  body.  This 
proposition  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the 
committee  of  the  Senate  having  such  matters  in 
charge,  and  in  the  exercise  of  their  best  judgment, 
gathering  light  from  all  quarters,  from  other 
branches  of  the  Government,  they  have  thought  it 
best  to  make  the  recommendation  that  they  have. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  whether  Mr.  San- 
ford  negotiated  the  recent  treaty  about  the  Scheldt 
dues  by  which  we  agreed  to  pay  |500,000  to  re- 
lieve our  merchants  from  the  payment  of  certain 
duties. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     He  did. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Then  I  have  only  this  to 
say:  that  if  we  must  make  such  treaties  with  the 
King  of  the  Belgians  to  keep  him  on  terms  of 
friendship  with  us,  and  if  we  must  in  addition 
raise  our  minister  there  to  a  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, it  is  rather  an  expensive  friendship.  I  do 
not  think  any  more  foolish  treaty  has  been  made 
for  several  years  than  the  one  to  which  I  refer — 
a  treaty  which  is  now  the  law  of  the  land  and  must 
be  executed,  by  which  we  give  over  half  a  mil- 
lion dollars  in  gold  to  relieve  our  merchants  from 
the  payment  of  certain  duties,  transferring  that 
burden  from  them  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  already  borne  down  with  taxes.  If  that  is 
a  specimen  of  Mr.  Sanford's  capacity  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  our  nation,  I  must  confess  it  falls 
below  my  standard  of  his  ability.  I  have  great 
respect  for  him  and  his  ability.  I  have  read  a  great 
many  of  his  letters.  They  are  very  voluminous 
and  very  well  written;  but  I  must  confess  that 
this  specimen  of  his  management  of  our  foreign 
affairs  does  not  add  very  much  to  my  opinion  of 
his  capacity  to  act  as  a  minister  resident. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  wish  to  make  one  re- 
mark in  all  good-nature  in  reply  to  what  fell  from 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  1  do  not  ex- 
pect the  Senate  or  any  Senator  to  follow  me  im- 
plicitly upon  the  bills  which  I  present  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  I  make  it  a  point,  I  be- 
lieve, of  carefully  explaining  everything  to  the 
Senate  that  needs  explanation  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  and  then  if  the  Senate  choose  to  take  the 
views  of  the  committee  that  1  represent,  very  well. 
But,  sir,  I  do  not  therefore  feel  myself  precluded 
absolutely  from  debating  propositions  that  come 
even  from  so  high  an  authority  as  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations.  1  must  take  care  of  my 
bills  or  the  bills  which  I  have  the  honor  to  intro- 


duce here  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  a 
certain  extent;  but  if  a  proposition  is  made  which 
does  not  meet  my  judgment,  I  suppose  I  have  just 
as  much  liberty  to  express  my  opinion  on  thatas 
any  other  gentleman. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Certainly.  I  think  the  Sen- 
ator could  not  have  understood  me  a.s  suggesting 
anything  to  the  contrary.  I  always  listen  to  that 
Senator  with  the  greatest  pleasure.  He  always 
speaks  to  the  point,  and,  though  I  sometimes  have 
the  misfortune  to  differ  from  him,  I  always  ad- 
mire the  skill  with  which  he  presents  his  views. 
On  this  occasion  I  did  think  that  he  pressed  very 
assiduously  at  least  his  opposition  to  a  measure 
which  had  been  carefully  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  oa 
this  floor. 

Now,  one  word,  if  the  Senator  from  Ohio  will 
pardon  me,  with  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from 
iiim.  He  has  alluded  to  the  treaty  which  has  al- 
ready been  ratified  in  this  Senate,  but  which  the 
Senator  knows  very  well  has  not  yet  been  divulged 
to  the  country.  I  cannot,  therefore,  consistently 
with  the  rules  of  this  Senate,  follow  that  Senator 
on  this  occasion  in  vindication  of  tha^treaty.  It 
is  not  before  the  Senate  in  open  session,  and  can- 
not be  until  the  ratifications  have  been  exchanged; 
and  yet  the  Senator  alludes  to  what  has  passed  in 
executive  session. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  made  no  reference,  not  the 
slightest,  to  what  occurred  in  executive  session. 
It  is  the  law  of  the  land  nov/. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon; 
not  until  the  ratifications  are  exchanged. 

Mr.  SHERlMAN.     Perhaps  not  formally. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  ratifications  are  not  yet 
exchanged,  and  it  will  not  be  proclaimed  by  the 
President  until  those  ratifications  are  exchanged. 
I  say,  therefore,  I  cannot  follow  the  Senator  by 
considering  on  this  occasion  the  character  of  that 
treaty  which  he  has  characterized  as  foolish .  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  it  is  a  treaty  which  has  already  been 
ratified  by  two  thirds  of  this  body  after  a  very 
careful  consideration.  I  think  the  Senator  went 
far  when  he  used  such  positive  language  with  re- 
gard to  such  an  act  of  the  Senate  of  which  he  is  a 
member. 

But  he  went  still  further  when  he  undertook  to 
hold  Mr.  Sanford  peculiarly  responsible  for  that 
negotiation.  Sir,  that  negotiation  was  conducted 
under  directions  from  the  Department  of  State,  and 
our  minister  at  Brussels  did  nothing  but  apply 
and  ingeniously  carry  forward  those  instructions. 
Read  the  papers  which  have  been  confidentially 
before  this  body,  and  I  think  you  will  admit  the 
skill  and  ability  with  which  our  minister  con- 
ducted himself  on  that  occasion;  and  yet  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  says  that  if  that  is  to  be  taken  as 
a  specimen  of  the  way  in  which  he  represents  us 
abroad  he  is  not  disposed  ttJ  raise  him  to  a  higher 
grade.  Sir,  I  find  no  evidence  to  sustain  that  sar- 
casm of  the  Senator.  If  I  were  to  go  into  a  con- 
sideration of  that  treaty,  and  of  the  way  in  which 
the  negotiation  was  conducted,  I  should  find  oc- 
casion for  compliment,  and  not  of  sarcasm.  1 
believe,  on  account  of  that  treaty,  Mr.  Sanford 
deserves  well  of  the  country.  I  believe  under  the 
circumstances  it  was  a  treaty  fit  to  be  made,  and 
in  no  sense  obnoxious  to  the  severe  remark  which 
has  fallen  from  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

But,  sir,  1  am  unwilling  to  be  betrayed  into  this 
discussion.  It  is  out  of  order,  and  I  should  like 
to  bring  the  Senate  back  to  the  precise  point  at 
issue:  whether  they  will  authorize  the  President 
to  raise  our  mission  at  Brussels  or  not,  when  it 
is  considered  that  they  do  it,  according  to  the 
proposition  now  pending,  without  any  additional 
expense. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  treated  the  treaty  when 
ratified  by  the  Senate  as  the  law  of  the  land;  and 
I  think  we  ought  so  to  regard  it.  Perhaps  I  am 
mistaken  in  regarding  it  as  the  law  of  the  land 
until  the  ratifications  are  exchanged.  On  that 
point  I  may  be  in  error.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  a 
word  of  what  occurred  in  executive  session  of  the 
Senate,  nor  did  I.  I  merely  spofce  of  the  public 
law. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Sanford,  I  kn*  whim  person- 
ally, and  have  no  objection  to  him.  I  do  object 
to  that  treaty;  and  wheneverit  is  published  as  the 
law  of  the  land  I  shall  perhaps  frequently  remind 
the  Senator  of  that  treaty  and  the  terms  of  it;  but 
1  will  not  make  any  further  allusion  to  it  until  it 
has  been  formally  and  fully  exchanged. 
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In  reference  to  this  amendment  I  have  exam- 
ined the  law,  and  it  is  totally  unnecessai-y  to  make 
the  provision  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations.  ThePresident  of  the  United  States 
has  the  right  now  to  give  Mr.  Sanford  the  grade 
of  minister  plenipotentiary. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me 
to  interrupt  him  there,  he  unquestionably  has  the 
right  to  give  him  the  grade  of  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, but  it  would  carry  with  it  an  increase  of 
salary.  The  object  of  the  committee  was  to  pre- 
vent that  increase  of  salary. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  the  very  point  that 
I  wish  to  make  to  the  Senator  from  Maine  and 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  The  President 
of  the  United  States  may  now  make  any  of  our 
ministers  resident  envoys  extraordinary  and  min- 
isters plenipotentiary.  He  may  confer  upon  them 
either  of  the  grades  fixed  by  law.  He  may  raise 
all  our  ministers  resident  to  the  rank  of  envoys 
extraordinary  and  ministers  plenipotentiary.  It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  Senator  from 
Maine  had  better  yield  to  the  amendment;  be- 
cause if  this  amendment  is  not  made,  and  the 
Secretary 'of  State  or  the  President  chooses  to 
raise  Mr.  Sanford 's  official  position  to  that  of 
envoy  extraordinary,  he  can  very  easily  do  so  by 
simply  making  the  appointment. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  the  question  of 
salary  would  remain  with  us. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  But  if  the  President  shall, 
according  to  law,  give  him  the  additional  grade, 
we  should  be  bound  to  give  him  the  salary  fixed 
by  law. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  His  salary  as  minister 
to  Belgium  is  fixed  now. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No,  sir.  The  salary  for 
envoys  extraordinary  and  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary is  fixed  by  law  thus:  in  Great  Britain  and 
France,  §17,500;  in  Russia,  Spain,  Austria,  and 
some  other  countries  named,  $12,000;  in  all  other 
countries,  )JI0,000.  He  may  appoiflt  an  envoy 
extraordinary  to  every  country  in  Europe  and 
every  country  in  America  under  the  terms  of  this 
law ;  so  that  it  is  the  grade  that  fixes  the  compen- 
sation. In  all  other  countries  e.^cept  those  named 
the  grade  fixes  the  compensation  at  $10,000.  The 
President  could  to-morrow,  if  he  saw  fit,  appoint 
Mr.  Sanford  minister  plenipotentiary,  and  that 
would  carry  with  it  the  salary  of  $10,000.  Now, 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
is  to  limit  the  salary. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  was  so  understood  in  the 
committee. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  But  at  the  same  time  there 
is  no  doubt  that  a  year  or  two  hence,  perhaps 
within  a  year,  this  difference  of  compensation  of 
our  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Belgium  and  some 
other  countries  will.be  pointed  out,  and  we  will 
have  to  raise  it  to  $12,000  a  year. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  will  mention  one  fact  in 
connection  with  our  mission  at  Belgium.  We 
have  a  secretary  of  legation  at  Belgium.  He  is 
the  only  minister  resident  in  our  whole  list  who 
has  a  secretary  of  legation.  In  giving  a  secre- 
tary of  legation  to  this  minister,  it  was  understood 
that  his  peculiar  duties  at  that  court  made  it  im- 
portant for  him  to  have  such  a  secretary;  and 
in  that  respect  his  case  was  distinguished  from 
all  the  other  courts  of  Europe  and  of  South  Amer- 
ica where  we  are  represented  by  a  minister  resi- 
dent. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  think  there  is  some- 
thing about  that  which  I  can  tell  the  Senator. 

Mr.  POWELL.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  will  make  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Let  me  make  a  remark 
first.  Mr.  Pre.sident,  I  was  about  remarking  that 
I  think  I  can  tell  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
something  with  regard  to  his  last  remark  that  he 
does  not  now  know,  1  wish  to  say,  however, 
that  I  have  no  idea  of  taking  the  responsibility 
which  belongs  to  the  President.  If  the  King  of 
the  Belgians  wishes  fora  minister  plenipotentiary, 
as  has  been  stated,  and  if  the  President  thinks  it 
advisable  to  appoint  him,  lot  him  do  so.  That  is 
his  matter;  and  if  he  does  it,  let  the  necessary 
legal  consef|uenccs  follow.  It  is  a  new  thing  for 
us  to  legislate  on  the  subject  and  provide  that 
there  shall  be  this  olficc  and  that  office  at  this  or 
that  particular  place.  I  would  rather  let  it  go  on 
the  responKibility  of  the  President,  and  then  we 
can  look  out  for  this  matter  if  we  think  it  neccs- 
saTy  to  fix  llie  salary  in  that  case. 


Mr.  SUMNER.     May  I  correct  the  Senator  in 

one  point.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Certainly;. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  very  last  instance  of  our 
raising  a  mission  from  minister  resident  to  a  full 
mission  was  at  Turin,  and  that  was  done  by  a 
special  act  which  I  remember  I  had  the  honor  of 
carrying  through  the  Senate  myself.  It  was  done, 
not  on  the  proposition  of  the  Administration,  but 
it  proceeded  from  the  other  House,  where,  as  the 
Senator  will  remember,  it  was  first  introduced  by 
Mr.  Burlingame.  It  came  to  this  Senate,  was 
carefully  considered  in  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  at  the  time,  and  several  of  the  points 
to  which  the  Senator  has  referred  were  then  dis- 
cussed. The  conclusion  of  the  committee  then  was 
that  under  the  circumstances  it  was  expedient  that 
the  act  should  be  passed.  It  was  passed,  although, 
as  I  have  said,  it  had  no  recommendation  from 
the  Administration. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Well,  sir,  I  may  be  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  this  is  the  first  instance 
of  the  kind.  At  any  rate  I  do  not  see  any  par- 
ticular necessity  for  our  interfering  with  thts  mis- 
sion. If  there  is  this  public  pressing  necessity 
for  it  the  President  can  do  as  he  is  entitled  to  do 
in  relation  to  the  matter;  and  we  must  meet  it 
when  it  comes  to  that.  In  all  that  I  have  said  I 
desire  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  throw 
no  sort  of  imputation  on  Mr.  Sanford.  I  have  a 
very  high  opinion  of  him  as  a  gentleman,  a  scholar, 
and  a  diplomatist;  and  I  would  with  pleasure  vote 
for  him  for  any  position  as  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary where  we  had  a  full  mission  for  which  he 
was  nominated;  but  I  do  not  incline  at  all  to  raise 
a  place  from  one  grade  to  another  merely  for  his 
accommodation. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  move  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     I  hope  not. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Let  us  have  a  vote  on  this 
amendment. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  March  14,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  W.  Y.  Brown. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  last  was  read  and 
approved. 

EMANCIPATION  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  additional  papers,  in  response  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  January  11,  in  refer- 
ence to  emancipation  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ERROR  IN  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to  make 
a  statement  to  the  House  in  respect  to  an  error 
in  the  )5roccedings.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
having  inadvertently  announced  the  passage  of 
the  bill  H.  R.  C.  C.  No.  116,  instead  of  the  bill 
H.  R.  C.  C.  No.  216,  and  having  since  corrected 
that  error  by  certifying  to  the  bill  that  actually 
did  pass,  the  Chair  will  cause  the  Journal  to  be 
amended,  and  will  sign  the  proper  enrolled  bill, 
canceling  his  signature  to  the  other. 

CALL  OF  STATES. 
The  SPEAKER  proceeded,  as  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order,  to  call  the  States  for  bills  on  leave, 
for  reference  to  committees,  and  not  to  be  brought 
before  the  House  on  motions  to  reconsider,  be- 
ginning with  the  State  of  Maine. 

NEW  YORK  MERCANTILE  INSURANCE  COMPANY. 

Mr.  WARD  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  Mercantile  Insurance  Company  of  New  York; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

DOATS'  CREWS  OP  TIIE  COLORADO. 
Mr.  THOMAS  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Lieutenant 
John  Henry  Russell,  and  the  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines  in  a  boat  expedition  from  the  United 
Stales  steam  frigate  Colorado,  for  their  gallantry 
at  Pensacola;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AlTnirs 


IOWA  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  PRICE  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  asking  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  giving  bounties  to  all  soldiers 
who  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  and  who  have  been  honorably  dis- 
charged on  account  of  wounds  received  or  disease 
contracted  in  the  service;  which  were  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  ALLISON  presented  similar  resolutions; 
which  were  disposed  of  in  like  manner. 
RAILROAD  LANDS  TO  IOWA. 

Mr.  ALLISON  also  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  ask- 
ing that  lands  be  granted  to  the  State  of  Iowa  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Mac- 
gregor  west  to  the  Missouri  river;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

WAGON  ROAD  IN  IDAHO. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  construction  of  a  wagon  road  from  the  Mis- 
souri river  to  Bannock  City  in  Idaho  Territory; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 
PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  WILSON  presentedjoint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Iowa,  requesting  certain  changes  in 
tlie  act  of  Congress  establishing  the  Pacific  rail- 
road and  its  branches;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed, and  referred  to  the  selectcommittee  on  the 
Pacific  railroad. 

EQUALIZING  THE  PAY  OP  SOLDIERS. 
Mr.  GRINNELL  presented  joint  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  heartily 
indorsing  the  policy  of  paying  soldiers  and  sea- 
men of  African  descent  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  same  pay  as  is  paid  to  other  sol- 
diers and  seamen  of  the  same  grade,  and  recog- 
nizing the  right  of  soldiers  and  seamen  of  African 
descent  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to  the 
same  pensions  to  which  other  soldiers  and  seamen 
are  entitled;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RAILROAD  BETWEEN  UTAH  AND  OREGON. 

Mr.  McBRIDE  introduced  a  bill  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from 
Salt  Lake,  Utah  Territory,  to  the  head  of  naviga- 
tion on  the  Columbia  river, Oregon, and  to  secure 
to  the  Government  the  use  of  the  same  for  postal, 
military,  and  other  purposes;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  the  Pacific  railroad. 

KANSAS  RAILROADS. 

Mr.  WILDER  presented  concurrent  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  modify  the  act  granting  lands  for 
the  construction  of  the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence, 
and  Fort  Gibson  railioad;  which  were  ordered  tc 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub 
lie  Lands. 

Mr.  WILDER  also  presented  concurrent  res- 
olutions of  the  same  Legislature  to  amend  the 
Pacific  railroad  act;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  selectcommittee  on 
the  Pacific  railroad. 

LAND  DISTRICT  IN  WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  Washington, introduced  a  bill  to 

create  an  additional  land  district  in  Washington 

Territory;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 

and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

CONFISCATION  OF  REBEL  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  the 
laws  providing  for  the  confiscation  of  rebel  prop- 
erty; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
ABOLITION  OP  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  introduced  a  bill  to  .■secure  per- 
manent peace  by  removing  the  cause  of  the  war; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon 
the  tabic. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  could  only  be  received 
for  reference,  and  the  motion  to  laytipon  the  table 
is  not  in  order. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 
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FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 

Mr.  ALLISON  introduced  a  bill  to  enlarge  the 
canals  and  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Fox  and 
Wisconsin  rivers,  from  the  Mississippi  river  to 
Lake  Michigan,  for  military  and  naval  purposes; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 
REBELLIOUS  STATES. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  At  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis,]  chairman  of  the 
select  committee  on  the  rebellious  States,  I  ask 
leave  to  present  a  paper  to  go  upon  the  Journal  of 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot  ask 
unanimous  consent  during  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     I  withdraw  the  request. 

GRANTS  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGES., 
Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories, reported  back  House  bill  No.  124,  extend- 
ing the  time  within  which  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories may  accept  the  grant  of  lands  made  by  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  donating  public  lands  to  the 
several  States  and  Territories  which  may  provide 
colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  the  me- 
chanic arts,"  approved  July  2,  1862;  and  moved 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
I  submit  a  report  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  deficiency  bill. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

The  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  156)  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for 
the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1864, 
having  met,  after  full  and  free  conference  have  agreed  to 
recommend,  and  do  recommend,  to  their  respective  Houses 
as  follows: 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  first,  eleventh,  and  seventeenth  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same. 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  eighteenth  amend- 
ment. 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  so  much  of  their  third 
amendment  as  proposes  to  strike  out  lines  eight,  nine,  ten, 
eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  and  fourteen,  on  page  3  of  salcl 
bill,  and  agree  to  the  same,  with  an  amendment  as  follows: 
on  page  3,  line  twelve,  of  said  bill,  after  tlie  word  "Mis- 
souri," strike  out  the  words  "the  office  hereafter  to  be 
closed,"  and  insert  the  following  words:  "to  the  31st  of 
October,  1863,  when  the  office  was  closed."  And  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  recede  from  so  much  of  said 
third  amendment  as  proposes  to  strike  out  lines  fifteen, 
sixteen,  and  seventeen  on  page  3  of  said  bill,  and  agree  to 
the  same. 

That  the  House  ofRepresentatives  recede  from  their  dis- 
agreement to  so  much  of  the  Senate's  twelfth  amendment 
as  proposes  to  insert  words  in  lieu  of  the  words  proposed 
to  be  stricken  out,  and  the  Senate  recede,  from  so  much  of 
their  amendment  as  proposes  to  strike  out  words,  and  agree 
to  the  same.  . 

That  the  House  ofRepresentatives  recede  from  theirdis- 
agreement  to  the  fifteenth  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and 
agree  to  the  same  with  the  following  amendments:  in  line 
six  of  the  matter  proposed  to  be  inserted  by  said  amend- 
ment strike  out  tlie  word  "hundred,"  and  insertin  lieu  the 
word  "  thousand  ;"  and  in  line  nine  of  the  matter  proposed 
to  be  inserted  by  said  amendment  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  "  provided,"  and  insert  in  lieu  the  following  words  : 
"  that  hereafter  no  payment  shall  be  made  from  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  either  Houseof  Congress  unless  sanctioned  by 
theCommitteeto  Auditand  Control  the  ConthigentExpenses 
of  the  Senate  or  the  Committee  of  Accounts  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  respectively ;  and  no  transfer  of  bal- 
ances of  appropriations  shall  be  made  from  one  fund  to 
another,  except  by  law." 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from  their 
amendment  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill. 

That  the  House  ofRepresentatives  recede  from  theirdis- 
ngrccment  to  the  nineteenth  amendment  of  the  Senateand 
agree  to  the  same  Willi  thefoUowingamendments:  hi  line 
eighteen  of  said  amendment  strike  out  the  word  "eight," 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  five ;"  and  in  line  nine- 
teen strike  out  tlie  word  "eight"  where  it  first  occurs,  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "six;"  and  in  the  same  line 
strike  out  the  word  "  eight"  where  it  occurs  the  second 
time,  and  insertin  lieu  thereof  the  word  "ten  ;"  and  in  line 
twenty-three,  after  the  word"oflice,"  insert  the  following 
words  :  "  fifteen  clerks  of  class  three,  fifty  of  class  two  ;" 
and  in  the  same  line  strike  out  the  word  "  two,"  and  insert 
in  lieu  the  word  "one;"  and  in  the  same  line  strike  out  the 
word  "  six,"  and  insert  In  Ueu  the  word  "  forty ;" and  in  line 
fifty-one  strike  out  the  word  "thirty,"  and  insert  in  lieu 
the  word  "fifteen;"  and  in  line  fifty -two  strikeout  the  word 
"sixty,"  and  insert  In  lieu  the  words  "thirty-five;"  and  in 
the  same  line  strike  out  the  word  "seventy,"  and  insert  the 
words  "  one  hundred  and  ten  ;"  and  strike  out  all  of  line 
sixty-two. 

w.  r.  fessf:nden, 

SOLOMON  FOOT, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
S.  HOOf'lOR,  ' 
GEO.  II.  PENDLETON, 
THOMAS  WILLIAMS, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  House. 


Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  what  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  have  agreed  to  in  regard  to  the 
salaries  of  Assistant  Secretaries  .' 

Mr.  HOOPER.  The  Senate  receded  from  its 
amendment  which  fixed  the  salaries  of  all  the  As- 
sistant Secretaries  for  the  next  year  at  ^3,500.  It 
was  thus  stricken  out  as  not  appropriate  to  a  de- 
ficiency bill  to  fix  salaries  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 
The  other  Senate  amendment  fixing  the  salary  of 
the  Second  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
at  $3,000  the  committee  recomnjend  to  concur  in. 

Mr.  WASFIBURNE,  of  Illinois.  How  will 
the  law  stand  if  this  report  be  adopted  ? 

Mr.  HOOPER.  It  will  create  the  office  and  fix 
the  salary  of  the  Second  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  at  $3,000. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  Assist- 
ant Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  Navy  will 
receive  a  salary  of  $4,000  each. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  The  law  does  not  touch  them, 
as  the  Senate  receded  from  their  amendment. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Then  a  new 
office  is  created  at  $3,000  a  year. 

Mr.  PRICE.  What  is  the  salary  of  the  pres- 
ent Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.' 

Mr.  HOOPER.     Pour  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  PRICE.  Why  this  discrimination;  the 
salary  of  some  Assistant  Secretaries  at  $3,000, 
and  some  at  $4,000.' 

Mr.  HOOPER.  The  Senate  having  receded 
from  their  amendment,  which  was  the  only  way 
in  which  it  got  into  the  bill,  the  House  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  PRICE.  Who  beside  the  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  has  a  salary  of  $4,000.'' 

Mr.  PIOOPER.  The  Assistant  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury.     It  is  established  by  law. 

Mr.  PRICE.     Wliy  this  discrimination.' 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Thatdiscrimination  was  made 
by  a  former  law.    I  demand  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HOOPER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  rejiort  was  adopted;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  COMMISSIONS,  ETC. 

Ml".  PENDLETON,  under  the  call  of  States 
for  resolutions,  rising  to  offer  a  resolution — 

The  SPEAKER  slated  that  as  the  gentleman 
had  offered  one  resolution  under  this  call — Ohio 
being  the  lust  State  called  wlien  the  call  was  last 
suspended — he  could  not  present  another  resolu- 
tion without  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  asked  unanimous  consent 
to  introduce  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  further  legislation  is  necessary 
to  enable  the  civil  courts  of  the  United  States  to  review 
the  proceedings  and  judgments  of  military  commissions  or 
courts-martial,  in  cases  in  which  such  military  commissions 
or  courts-martial  have  no  jurisdiction,  in  order  to  secure  to 
the  people  the  benefits  ofthe  fifth  article  of  the  Amendments 
to  tlie  Constitution,  "  that  no  person  shall  beheld  to  answer 
for  a  capital  or  otherwise  inlamous  crime  unless  on  a  pre- 
sentment or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases 
arising  In  tlie  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia  wtien 
in  actual  service." 

Mr.  COBB  objected. 

LOCATION  OF  NAVAL  DEPOT. 

Mr.  SMITHERS  introduced  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  in  determining  the  location  of  a  naval 
depot,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediencyof  fixing  thesite  on  the  Delaware 
river  at  or  near  the  town  of  Newcastle. 

CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 

Mr.EROOMALLintroduced  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  read,  considered,  and  agi-eed  to: 

Whereas  it  is  said  that  the  expense  of  printing  and  fur- 
nishing the  Congressional  and  Daily  Globe  exceeds  the  re- 
muneration derived  from  it,  causing  danger  of  a  loss  to  the 
country  of  that  valuable  work  in  future:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Printing  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  statement,  and  to  report  what 
measures,  if  any,  in  their  judgment  are  necessary  to  en- 
able the  publisher  to  continue  the  puhlicationofthtit  paper ; 
and  make  a  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

CONDITION  OF  THE  REBEL  STATES. 

Mr.  WILLI  AMS  introduced  the  following  res- 
olution: 

Resolved,  That  the  existing  relation  between  the  Union 
and  the  rebel  Stales  constitutes  a  condition  of  public  war, 


with  all  the  consequences  attaching  thereto  under  the  law 
of  nature  and  of  nations. 

That  tlie  appeal  of  the  rebel  States  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  tlie  ordinary  trilmiials  established  by  the  Constitution  to 
the  arbitranientof  the  sword  has  not,  however,  withdrawn 
tlic  case  beyond  the  purview  of  the  Constitution,  which,  in 
conferring  the  war  power  on  the  General  Government,  has 
made  the  law  of  war  the  rule  of  conduct  in  the  prosecution 
and  adjustment  of  the  pending  controversy. 

That  while  the  rebel  States  are,  by  that  law  and  by  the 
solemn  recognition  thereof  in  tlie  proclamation  made  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  on  ttie  16th  of  August,  A.  D. 
1861,  under  and  in  pursuance  ofthe  authority  conferred  on 
liim  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  13th  of  July  of  the  same 
year,  interdicting  all  commercial  intercourse  between  their 
citizens  and  those  ofthe  loyal  States,  in  the  attitude  of  bel- 
ligerents, and  outside  of  tlie  Union  as  States,  by  construc- 
tion of  law  as  well  as  in  point  of  fact,  and  liave  thereby 
either  abdicated  or  forfeited  their  rights  to  membership 
therein,  the  jurisdiction  and  powers  of  the  Government 
over  their  territory  and  citizens  continue  unimpaired,  and 
the  latter  are  still  amenable  to  the  law  and  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals of  the  United  States  for  their  treason  and  other  crimes 
against  the  same. 

That  so  long  as  those  States  continue  under  the  armed 
occupation  of  the  forces  ofthe  United  States  employed  in 
suppressing  the  rebellion  against  its  authority,  the  local  laws 
are  necessarily  subordinated,  and  the  functions  of  tlie  civil 
authorities  so  far  suspended  therein  as  to  prevent  the  exer- 
cise of  all  the  rights  arising  out  of  their  relations  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  disable  them  from  electing  members  of  either 
branch  of  Congress,  ur  electors  for  the  choice  of  a  President 
ofthe  United  States. 

That  the  occupation  of  these  States  by  the  armed  fofces 
of  tlie  United  States,  either  under  military  commanders  or 
provisional  governors  appointed  by  the  Executive,  resting 
for  its  lawfulness  upon  the  condition  of  insurrection  exist- 
ing therein,  is  a  purely  military  one,  and  ought  to  determine 
with  the  necessity  which  produced  it. 

That  as  soon  as  the  rebellion  is  suppressed  in  any  ofthe 
revolting  States  by  the  reconquest  and  occupation  thereof 
by  the  armies  ofthe  United  States,  and  tlie  same  are  so  tran- 
quilized  as  to  furnish  adequate  assurance  against  the  recur- 
rence of  disturbance  therein,  it  will  become  the  duty  of  the 
President  to  communicate  the  fact  to  Congress  in  order 
that  it  may  take  the  proper  measures  for  the  reorganization 
of  the  civil  governments  and  the  re'establishment  of  the 
civil  functionaries  therein,  and  prescribe  such  terms  as  it 
may  deem  wise  and  proper  and  consistent  with  the  public 
safety  for  the  readniission  of  tiiose  districts  as  States  of 
this  Union. 

That  it  is  the  exclusive  right  of  the  legislative  power  of 
the  Government  to  say  upon  what  terms  those  Territories 
shall  be  allowed  to  return  to  the  Union  ;  and  that  in  the  ad- 
justment of  tlie  existing  controversy  in  tlie  government  ad 
interim  of  the  reconquered  territory,  and  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  terms  of  reorganization  and  readmission,  it  will  be 
entirely  within  their  competency  to  punish  the  treason  of  in- 
dividuals and  provide  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the  war 
andsecurity  against  any  future  outbreak  ofthe  like  kind  by 
removing  its  causes  and  confiscating  absolutely  the  property 
and  estate  ofthe  g«  illy  authors  and  abettors  thereof. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  proposing  to  debate  the  res- 
olution, it  went  over  under  the  rules. 

COLONELS  COMMANDING  BRIGADES. 
Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania,  introduced 
the  following  resolution ;  which  was  read,  consid- 
ered, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed  to 
furnish  this  House  with  the  number  and  names  ofthe  col- 
onels in  the  United  States  armies  now  commanding  brig- 
ades, and  the  length  of  time  such  colonels  severally  have 
been  in  command. 

J.   AND  E.  FRANCE. 
Mr.  THAYER  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  J.  &  E.  France;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

GENERAL  CADWALADER  IRVINE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SCOFIELD, leave  was  given 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House  the  papers 
and  petition  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  due 
General  Cadwalader  Irvine. 

GENERAL  MEADe's  REPORT. 

Mr.  KELLEY  introduced  the  following  reso- 
lution; which,  under  the  rules,  was  referred  to 
the  Cominittee  on  Printing: 

Resolved,  That  ten  thousand  copies  ofthe  report  of  Gen- 
eral Meade  ofthe  battle  of  Gettysburg  and  the  accompany- 
ing reports  of  subordinate  oflicers  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  having  offered  one  resolution 
under  this  call,  asked  unanimous  consent  to  offer 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  rules  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  e.';pediency  of  amending  the  31st  rule  of 
this  House  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

And  if  any  member,  present  within  the  bar  ofthe  House 
when  a  vote  by  yeas  and  nays  is  taken,  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  answer  to  his  name  when  called,  he  not  having 
been  previously  excused  by  tlie  House,  and  that  fact  shall 
be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Speaker  by  any  member  im- 
mediately after  the  reading  of  the  vote  by  the  Clerk,  the 
Speaker  shall  then  direct  the  name  of  the  member  not  vot- 
ing to  be  called  again  by  the  Clerk,  and  if  said  memlier  still 
declines  to  answer,  the  Sjieaker  .shall  thereupon  submit  to 
the  House  for  its  consideration  and  action  as  a  question  of 
privilege  what  order  shall  be  taken  in  the  case  of  such 
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recusiiiu  iiioiiilicr,  and  no  oUkt  motion  or  business  sliall  be 
entertaini'd  until  tlm  case  is  disposed  of. 

And  (hat  Ilie  committee  report  at  as  early  a  day  as  prac- 
Mcable  by  rule  or  ollierwisc. 

Mr.  STILES  objected. 
COMPENSATION  OF  I'UOVOST  MARSHALS. 

Mi-.GRISWOLD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; whicli  W!is  read, considered, and  agreed  to: 

RcsoUcd,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  re- 
ijuesti'd  to  consider  the  justice  of  altering  the  present  law 
rcjulatinj:  I  he  compensation  olprovostmarslials,  so  as  to  l)ro- 
vjde  that  tlie  provost  marshals  shall  receive  commutation  tor 
transportation  to  and  Irom  their  respective  places  of  resi- 
dence to  the  lieadquartcrs  of  the  district,  when  it  shall  c.\- 
eeed  ten  miles  in  distance  ;  and  for  fuel  ami  quarters  and 
forage  when  not  lurnishcd  by  the  Government,  together 
with  actual  expense  of  postage,  stationery,  and  clerk  liire 
authorized  by  the  Provost  Marshal  General. 

Mr.  JENCKES  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  rules: 

Resolved,  That  the  coniinittee  to  whom  the  subject  of  the 
rules  of  the  House  has  been  referred  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  rule  for  an  additional  standing  connnittee  to  be  desig- 
nated as  •'  the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Minerals,"  to  con- 
sist of  five  members,  the  duties  of  which  committee  sJiall 
be  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  the  precious  metals  and  other  minerals,  and  also  to  the 
legislation  that  may  be  necessary  to  protect  such  title  and 
to  make  the  same  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  Government; 
and  also  to  report  such  other  propositions  relative  to  said 
subject  as  may  seem  to  tliem  expedient. 

CAVALUY  FORCE. 

.  Mr.  MILLER,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  was  read,  considered, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
Btrucled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  necessity  of 
increasing  the  cavalry  force  of  our  Army  by  liiiincdiately 
raising  filly  thousand  volunteers  forthat  arm'of  the  service  ; 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

l^ISHING  BOUNTIES. 

Mr.  ELIOT  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  rcttd,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  inquire  into 
llie  expediency  of  amending  or  explaining  the  acts  of  July 
29,  1813,  and  MarchO,  1819, and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

INTliRi'ERENCE  IN  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  COX  introduced  a  bill  to  prevent  officers 
in  the  Army  and  Navy  and  other  persons  engaged 
in  the  military  and  other  service  of  the  United 
States  from  interfering  in  elections  in  the  States; 
which  was  rend  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney,  its 
Secretary,  informed  the  House  that  the  Senate 
had  passed,  without  amendment,  bill  of  the  House 
No.  3U2,  to  amend  section  nine  of  the  act  ap- 
proved July  17,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  define 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Artny,  and  for  other  purposes." 
EQUAL  RIGHTS. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas  the  vital  principle  of  our  national  life  emanated 
from  and  survives  in  the  graml  and  Ileaven-inspired  decla- 
ration "that  all  nii'u  are  created  equal  ;  that  they  are  en- 
dowed by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights  ;  that 
among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness ;" 
and  whereas  the  Government  of  the  United  .States  was 
cstablislied,  and  tlie  Constitution  adopted,  in  the  earnest 
desire  and  confident  expectation  that  botli  would  speedily 
and  finally  operate  in  harmony  with  said  '■declaration," 
and  thereby  secure  to  all  native  and  naturalized  citizens 
equal  civil  rights  and  privileges,  regardloss  of  all  conditions 
of  birth,  race,  descent,  worldly  possessions,  or  religious 
faith ;  and  whereas  the  system  of  American  slavery  has 
been  and  is  utterly  subversive  and  destructive  ol' the  afori;- 
said  |)rineiples,  desires,  and  expectations, and  has  been  the 
fruitlul  progenilorof  all  manner  of  evils,  social,  moral,  and 
political,  producing  cruelty  andoppr<'ssion  to  the  slave, de- 
moralization and  degradaiion  to  the  rr('e  laborer,  and  bru- 
talization  and  arrosance  in  lln;  slave  ilrivcT  and  the  slave- 
master,  and  has  finally  enhninali  d  in  robbery  and  murder, 
rebellion  ami  civil  war,  ami  has  Hius  conclusively  demon- 
slrated  that  it  caoiUJt  be  longer  tolerated  with  sal'ely  to  the 
Government  and  peace  to  the  Union,  and  that  'justlee, 
sound  mor.ility,  and  national  unity,  eai'h  ;ui(lall,(h  I'nand  its 
••mire  extinction  ;  and  whereas  our  people  of  African  de- 
Hceiit  h.ive  in  tlie  present  war  been  more  iniaiiiumus  in  their 
loyalty  to  the  Government  and  llieir  devotedne.ss  to  llie 
Union  than  any  other  class,  and  have,  at  ilic  call  of  C<iu- 
gress  and  the  lixecnlive,  sprung  to  arms  to  protect  llie  one 
and  maintain  the  othi:r,  and  have  bravely  and  nobly  vin- 
dicaled  ilieir  courage  and  their  manhood  upon  tin.'  land  and 
upon  the  water,  on  the  battle-field  and  ou  the  gun-deck  : 
and  whereas  the  fieedmen  in  llic  District  of  Columbia  and 
eUewliere  In  the  United  State.i  have,  by  their  obedience  to 
Ihelawa,  their  willingness  u>  labor,  their  desire  for  improve- 
ment, and  iheirablliiy  to  perform  military  service,  evinced 
Ihelr  capabilities  as  citizens  and  soldiers,  and  thus  practi- 
cally revcfstj  niid  annihilated  the  moiistrou*  judicial  dic- 


tum and  heartless  party  dogma,  that  "  Ihey  have  no  rights 
which  white  men  are  bound  to  respect:"  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  (Congress  of  the  United  States  should 
by  positive  and  effective  legislation,  and  in  aCKordance  with 
the  true  theory  of  our  republican  Ibrm  of  government, 
guaranty  and  secure  equaliiy  of  civil  rights  and  privileges 
to  all  classes  of  persons  residing  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  the  'I'erritories,  and  wluTover  else  the  Govern- 
ment of  tlio  United  States  possesses  sole  and  exclusive  ju- 
risdiction, who  arc  required  and  made  liable,  under  tlie 
Constitution  and  the  laws,  to  contribute  to  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  the  Government  by  taxation  and  military 
service,  and  in  like  manner  to  protect,  secure,  and  defend 
all  persons  in  life,  libwrty,  and  lawful  pursuits,  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Republic. 

Resolved,  That  American  slavery  liaving  engendered  the 
rebellion  and  sustained  and  prokmged  the  war  by  which 
uncounted  thousands  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  Republic 
have  been  made  to  suffer  and  bleed  and  die,and  beingsub- 
versive  of  natural  right  and  justice,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
our  institutions,  destructive  of  the  best  interests  of  society, 
disgracclul  to  our  civilization,  dangerous  to  the  Republic, 
and  accursed  of  God  and  all  good  men,  should  not  be  longer 
tolerated,  but  should  by  force  of  law  in  the  adhering  States, 
and  the  jiower  of  arms  in  the  rebellious  States,  be  forever 
abolished  and  exterminated. 

Resolved,  That  all  statutes,  legislative  acts,  and  city  or- 
dinances having  the  force  of  law  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  tile  organized  Territories  of  tlie  United  States, 
wliereby  persons  of  African  descent  residing  therein  are 
deprived  of  their  civil  rights  ami  restrained  of  their  just 
privileges,  oughtin  justice  to  be  repealed  and  declared  void. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the 
table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Maine 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  propose  to  let  the  res- 
olutions go  over.     I  desire  to  debate  them. 

Mr.  COX.  Cannot  I  move  to  lay  them  on  the 
table.' 

The  SPEAKER.  They  are  not  before  the 
House;  the  gentleman  from  Maine  desiring  to 
debate  thein,  they  have  ]iassed  from  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Who  proposes  to  debate  the 
resolutions  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  who  offers 
them. 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded  to  call  the  States 
and  Territories,  in  their  regular  order,  for  reso- 
lutions, beginning  with  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

COURT-MARTIAL  ON  CAPTAIN  HUNT. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  resolution 
requesting  the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  to  the 
House  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  in  the 
case  of  Captain  Hunt,  assistant  quartermaster  at 
Fortress  Monroe  and  superintendent  in  chartering 
vessels  for  the  Government  in  the  department  of 
Virginia;  and  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  its  operation 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

ANNALS  OP  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  SMITH  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  inoved  the  previous  question  on  its  adoption: 
,  Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be  directed  to  exe- 
cute the  resolution  of  the  House  of;29th  !May,  1862,  ordering 
him  to  supply  the  House  library  with  a  certain  number  of 
Congressional  Annals  and  Debates,  so  far  a?  to  pay  the  ))ub- 
lishers  I'or  the  volumes  delivered  priorto  the  [lassage  of  the 
resolution  of  9tli  June,  1862,  rescinding  the  resolution  of 
May  29,  aforesaid. 

Mr.  ASFILEY.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  v/liether  those  Debates  furnished 
are  in  complete  sets,  and  whether  we  have  any 
assurance,  if  we  take  these  sots,  that  another  res- 
olution will  not  be  offered  directing  us  to  purchase 
the  remaining  books  to  complete  the  sets. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  understand  that  this  resolu- 
tion only  asks  for  the  payment  for  those  volumes 
that  are  in  the  librarj',  under  the  resolution  of 
May,  1862— the  books  that  have  been  delivered 
already. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  resolution  be  debated, 
it  goes  over  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  desire  to  ask  a  question: 
I  understand  this  to  be  the  old  question  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Congressional  Globe 

Mr.  MALLORY  No.  It  refers  to  the  Na- 
tional Inlelligrncer. 

Mr.  SMITH.    1  insist  on  the  previous  question. 

Tellers  were  ordered  by  thti  Chair,  and  Messrs. 
MotiRiLL  and  Smith  were  appointed. 

Till-  House  divided;  anil  the  tellei-s  reported — 
ayes  63,  noes  40. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  mov(!  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table;  and  on  that  1  call  for  the  yeas 
and  iiayu. 


The  yens  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  inquire  as  to  the 
expense  of  adopting  this  resolution. 

Mr.  SMITH.     1  object. 

Tlie  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  57,  nays  63;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Arnold,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Ueamaii,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W, 
ClarkjCobb,  Cole,  Creswell,Tlionias  T.Davis,  Dawes,  Don- 
nellv,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Gar- 
field, Grimiell,  Iligliy,  Asahel  VV.  Hubbard,  John  II.  Hub- 
bard, JeneUes,  Julian,  Kelley,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Ma-rviu, 
McBride,  McClurg,  Mcliidoe,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Patterson,  Pcrham,  Price,  John  H. 
Rice,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Smitliers,  Starr,  Wil- 
liam G.  Steele,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkeiiburgh,  Eliliu  B. 
Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Williams,  Wilson, 
Wimioin,  and  Woodbridge — 57. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.Allen,  Ancona,  Anderson,  Asli- 
ley,  Baily,  Augustus  G.  Baldwin,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Jacob 
B.  Blair,  Bliss,  James  S.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Cox,  Daw- 
sonf  Dennison,  Driggs,  Eldridge,  Eliot,  Ganson,  Griswold, 
Hale,  Harding,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Hooper,  Hutchins,  Ker- 
nan,  Knapp,  Law,  Uong,  Longyear,  Mallnry,  Marcv,  Mc- 
Allister, McDowell,  McKiniiey,'  William  H.'  Miller,"Moor- 
head,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Noble,  John  O'Neill, 
Orth,  Pendleton,  Pruyii,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  James  S. 
Rollins,  Ross,  Smith,  Spalding,  Stebbliis,  Jolin  B.  Steele, 
Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Voorhees, 
Wtulsworlh,  Ward,  VVhaiey,  Joseph  W.  Wliite,  and  Yea- 
man — 63. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 
EQUALIZING  PAY  OF  SOLDIERS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  having 
expired,  the  ret;nainder  of  the  day  is,  by  order  of 
the  House,  under  the  control  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  whether 
a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  is  acting  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules;  being  done  by  unanimous 
consent, 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  yield  to  me. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  It  is  scarcely  worth  while, 
Mr.  Speaker,  because  I  do  not  intend  to  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House  to-day  to  the  business  of 
the  Military  Committee,  and  I  will  state  why. 
The  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs  has,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  reconsidered  the  bill  which  I  was 
instructed  to  report  this  rnorning,  and  in  the  mean 
time  a  bill  on  the  same  subject  lias  come  from  the 
Senate,  which  is  either  on  the  Speaker's  table  or 
has  been  referred  this  morning— -a  bill  to  equal- 
ize the  pay  of  the  soldiers  in  the  Army.  I  am  now 
instructed  by  the  committee,  instead  of  reporting 
the  bill  which  we  had  prepared,  to  ask  that  this 
bill  from  the  Senate  be  ordered  to  be  printed  and 
referred  to  the  committee.  I  will  at  the  same  lime 
ask,  when  we  get  this  Senate  bill  before  us,  which 
we  v/ill  be  ready  to  report  back  on  Wednesday 
morning,  that  we  have  the  same  arrangement 
made  for  that  day  that  we  had  rnade  for  this  day. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  That  would 
interfere  with  reports  from  other  committees 
which  have  been  kept  vi'aiting  for  a  long  time. 

The  act  (S.  No.  145)  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers in  the  United  States  Army  was  taken  from 
the  Speaker's  table,  and,  by  unanimous  consent, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  ask  a  question. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  ask  the  gentleinan  from 
Kentucky  whether  he  will  consent  to  have  the 
resolution  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  three, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  to  inquire  into 
the  facts. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  in  order,  the 
previous  question  having  been  seconded. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  1  want  to  vote  for  this  if  it 
be  an  act  of  justice;  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  SiMlTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  question  has 
been  before  me  for  ten  day.s  past,  ami  I  have  re- 
ferred to  the  parties  who  are  informed  of  the  facts. 
I  have  the  original  resolution  of  the  Hotise  under 
which  these  books  were  to  be  delivered.  I  have 
al.so  the  correspondence  of  Gales  &  Seaton  with 
former  Clerks  of  ihi.s  House.  I  understand  the 
whole  transaction  to  be  fair  and  just.  I  under- 
stand these  inen,  after  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion, proceeded  to  deliver  tliese  books;  and  they 
ask  payforall  delivered  before  the  resolution  was 
rescinded.  I  hold  ihat  the  House  is  in  honor 
bound,  under  the  original  resolution,  to  pay  for 
the  books  delivered  up  to  the  time  it  was  rescind- 
ed.  None  Wire  delivered  after  the  resolution  was 
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repealed  by  the  Flouse,  none  whatever.  I  under- 
Btand  these  to  be  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Mi-.WINDOM  asked  leave  to  make  a  remark. 

Objection  was  made. 

On  ordering  the  main  question  to  be  now  put, 
on  a  division  there  were — ayes  51,  noes  57. 

Mr.  MALLORY  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Mallory, 
and  Morris  of  New  York,  were  appointed. 

The  main  question  was  not  ordered;  the  tell- 
ers havinij  reported^-ayes  57,  noes  57,  and  the 
Speaker  voting  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  move,  by  unanimous  consent, 
to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  select  committee  of 
three,  with  leave  to  report  at  any  time. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  agreed   to. 

ENROLLED  BILL. 
Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
correctly  enrolled  an  act  (H.  R.  No.  116)  in  re- 
lation to  university  lands"  in  Washington  Terri- 
tory; when  the  Speaker  signed  the  same. 

LIQUOR  TAX. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  intrcjduce  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Whereas  Congress  lias,  liy  the  passage  of  tlie  late  reve- 
nue bill,  affinned  the  principle  oi"  taxing  stoeks  of  Hquors 
on  liand  for  sale  by  imposing  a  tax  upon  ail  foreign  liquors 
on  hand: 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  in  the  next  revenue  bill 
to  bo  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  said 
committee  is  Ijerehy  instructed  to  incorporate  a  provision  to 
tax  all  stocks  o"f  domestic  liquors  on  hand  for  sale  at  a  rate 
of  sixty  cents  per  gallon  where  no  tax  lias  been  laid,  and 
forty  cents  per  gallon  wliere  the  tax  of  twenty  cents  per  gal- 
Ion  lias  been  paid. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     1  object.       . 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  that 
the  rules  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  1  have  in- 
dicated. 

On  a  division  there  were — ayes  55,  noes  46. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  54,  nays  55;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Au- 
gustus C.  Baldwin,  .lohii  D.  IJaldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Ja- 
cob B.  Blair,  Boutwell,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Creswell, 
Dawos,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dunioiit,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Fariis- 
worth,  Hale,  Hotchkiss,  Asahol  W.  Hubbard,  John  H. 
Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Francis  W.  Kellocg,  Orlando 
Kellogg,  Kernan,  Longyear,  McClurg,  Sainue'l  F.  Miller, 
Moorhead,  Daniel  Morris, Morrison,  Norlon,  Perhain,  Price, 
Jolui  H.  Rice,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scofield,  Spalding, 
Starr,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Thomas, 
Upson,  Elihu  B.  Waslibuine,  William  B.  Washburn, 
Whaley,  Williams, Wilson,  and  Windoin— 54. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Ashley,  Fran- 
cis P.Blair,  Bliss,  Blow,  Broomall,  Freeman  Clarke, Cobb, 
Cole,  Cox,  Tliomas  T.  Davis,  Deiinison,  Fenton,  Garfield, 
Griswold,  Harding,  Harrington,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Highy, 
Hooper,  Kelley,  Knapp,  Law,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  Mc 
Bride,  McDowell,  McKinney.  William  H.  Miller,  Morrill, 
JaiuQi  R.  Morris,  Noble,  Charles  O'Neill,  John  O'Neill, 
Patterson,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Rogers,  Schonck, 
Smith,  Sniithers,  Stevens,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Thayer, 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Voorhees,  VVadswortli,  Ward,  Joseph 
W.  White,  Wilder,  and  Woodbridge— 55. 

.  The  rules  were  not  suspended;  two  thirds  not 
voting  in  favor  thereof. 

During  the  vote, 

Mr.  ELIOT  staled  that  Mr.  Deming  was  paired 
with  Mr.  Voorhees. 

Mr.  WILSON  stated  that  Mr.  Kasson  was 
paired  with  Mr.  Pendleton. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS  staled  that  he  was  paired  with 
his  colleague,  Mr.  Lazear,  on  all  national  ques- 
tions, and  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  vote. 

Mr.O'NEILL,ofPennsylvania,  stated  thathis 
colleague,  Mr.  Leonard  Myers,  was  detained 
ill  Philadelphia  by  indisposition. 

Mr.  ORTH  stated  that  he  was  paired  with  his 
coHeague,  Mr.  Cravens. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  stated  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Johnson,  was  paired  with  Mr.  Allison. 

Mr.  LAW  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr.  Ed- 
GERTON,  was  detained  from  the  House  by  illness. 

The  vote  was  announced  as  above  recorded. 

CHIPPEWA  INDIANS,  ETC. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WINDOM,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Private  Calendar  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  a  jointrosolution  (H.  R.  No.  38) 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  pay  to  the 


Chippewa,  Ottawa,  and  Pottawatomie  Indians, 
residing  in  Michigan,  the  sum  of  $190,850,  and 
the  same  was  brought  before  the  House  for  action. 

The  report  was  read. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WINDOM  moved  to  reconsider  the.  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  passed;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 
Mr.  HOOPER,  by  unanimous  consent,  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a  bill  to 
provide  a  national  currency  secured  by  a  pledge 
of  United  States  stocks,  and  to  provide  for  the  cir- 
culation and  redemption  thereof;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  made  a  special  order  for 
Wednesday,  the  23d  of  March,  after  the  morning 
hour,  and  from  day  to  day  until  disposed  of. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

A  message  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Nicolay, 
his  Private  Secretary. 

Also,  a  message  announcing  that  the  President 
had  approved  and  signed  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Dickson,  of  Illinois. 

BUSINESS  ON  speaker's  TABLE. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  business  on  the  Speak- 
er's table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SALE  OF  surplus  GOLD. 

The  first  bill  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table  was 
a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  37)  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt,  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  thereto. 

The  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  Senate 
amendinents,  they  were  read,  as  follows: 

First  amendment: 

In  line  three,  after  the  word  "  debt,"  insert,  "by  a  period 
not  exceeding  one  year." 

Second  amendment: 

Add  at  the  end  of  the  resolution  the  following: 
And  is  hereby  aiilhori/.ed  to  dispose  of  any  gold  in  the 
Treasury  of  tlie  United  Slates  not  necessary  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  the  public  debt. 

Third  amendment: 

Amend  the  title  by  adding  the  words  "and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  desire  to  state  briefly  why 
I  trust  the  House  will  not  recede  from  the  bill  as 
it  originally  passed  the  House  and  will  disagree 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate.  I  presume  no 
one  will  be  deceived  by  the  attractive  name  given 
to  this  bill — a  bill  to  sell  the  surplus  gold  in  the 
Treasury.  Such  is  the  christening  given  by  its 
proposers  to  the  proposition  which  has  been  added 
to  our  bill  by  the  Senate.  It  is  neither  more  nor 
less,  I  submit  to  gentlemen  than  a  proposition 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall 
use  the  coin  in  its  Treasury  to  shave  its  own  pa- 
per at  an  enormous  discount.  The  proposition 
IS  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  author- 
ized to  buy  up  at  a  large  discount  the  paper  which 
the  Government  has  put  forth,  and  upon  which 
it  has  stamped  the  name  and  the  reality,  as  far  as 
it  can,  of  currency;  that  the  Secretary  may  use 
our  gold  and  silver  coin  for  the  purpose  of  shaving 
that  paper,  giving  one  dollar  for  jjl  60  of  the  pa- 
per which  we  issued  ourselves,  and  which  we 
pledged  the  faith  of  the  nation  we  would  make 
good  dollar  for  dollar  in  coin. 

Why,  sir,  it  occurs  to  every  man,  what  would 
become  of  the  honor  and  the  credit  of  the  indi- 
vidual who,  claiming  to  be  able  to  pay,  who  be- 
ing in  a  position  where  he  is  required  to  borrow 
money,  should  propose  to  use  his  means  in  shav- 
ing his  paper  at  any  such  rate  as  this,  or  at  any 
rate  whatever.''  I  congratulate  the  House  and  the 
country  that  this  proposition  has  not  been  recom- 
mended'by  the  President,  or  by  the  head  of  any 
Department  of  the  Government.  It  did  not  come 
before  the  House  recommended  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  but  on  the  contrary  that 
committee  reported  that  it  was  a  bill  which  ought 
not  to  pass.  It  is  brought  in  here  from  some  other 
quarter,  and,  I  submit,  is  to  be  pushed  through,  if 
at  all,  by  influences,  understood  or  not,  which  are 


of  a  character  detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country  and  the  financial  credit  and  honor  of  the 
Government. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  necessities  pressing  upon  it  in  carrying  on  this 
war,  saw  fit  to  use  its  credits  in  the  form  of  prom- 
issory notes  which  it  issued,  and  which  by  law 
it  declared  should  be  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver 
in  reference  to  all  transactions  between  individu- 
als, and  in  the  payment  of  all  obligations  what- 
ever. The  Government  pledged  its  faith  that  it 
would  make  them  good;  it  pledged  the  faith  of  the 
nation  that  they  would  be  redeemed;  and  yet  now 
there  is  a  proposition  here  that  we  shall  use  our 
coin  in  going  into  the  market  and  shaving  those 
very  obligations  which  were  put  forth  and  the 
public  faith  solemnly  pledged  for  their  redemp- 
tion. I  ask  gentlemen  if  they  can  find  a  prece- 
dent of  a  Government  which  meant  to  maintain 
its  credit  and  keep  its  faith  doing  such  an  act.'  It 
is  wrong  in  principle.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  should  say  to  the  world,  "  We  in- 
sist that  these  obligations  are  good ;  we  will  make 
them  good;  we  will  redeem  them  in  the  currency 
of  the  world ;  and  we  would  scorn  the  idea  of  be- 
coming traffickers  in  our  own  paper,  our  own  ob- 
ligation to  pay,  at  a  depreciation." 

More  than  that,  sir;  the  law  of  the  25th  ofFeb- 
ruary,  1862,  in  a  special  manner  pledged  for  spe- 
cified objects  the  coin  which  is  now  proposed  to 
be  sold  by  the  Government  for  its  own  paper  at 
a  depreciation.  This  law  authoi-ized  the  issue  of 
$150,000,0110  of  these  obligations,  and  made  them 
a  legal  tender.  It  was  declared  by  that  act  that 
all  duties  upon  imported  goods  should  be  paid  in 
coin,  and  that  the  coin  so  paid  should  be  set  apart 
as  a  special  fund  tcN.be  applied  to  the  purposej 
which  I  shall  name.  Now,  I  ask  if  any  gentle- 
man here  believes  that  we  liave  any  coin  beyond 
what  was  pledged  by  this  act.' 

Mr.  H;00PER.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  ii 
that  law  -does  not  also  provide  for  an  issue  oi 
$500,000,000  of  bonds.' 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Certainly;  I  intended  to  call 
attention  to  that.  It  authorized  the  issue  of  tha 
legal-tender  notes  I  have  inentioned,  and  also  oi 
$500,000,000  of  bonds  known  as  the  five-twenties, 
and  it  pledged  the  coin  which  should  be  received 
from  the  duties  on  imports,  and  from  which  alone 
we  can  now  have  coin  in  the  Treasury,  first,  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds,  and  secondly,  to 
the  payment  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  paid  in  each  fiscal  year  after 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1861.  This  one  per  cent, 
should  have  been  paid  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing last  July.  One-per  cent,  should  bepaid  in  thd 
fiscal  year  ending  next  July.  There  is  no  sur- 
plus, and  there  will  be  none  over  and  beyond  the 
amount  required  for  these  objects.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  authorizes  the  sale  of  all  not 
required  to  pay  interest.  It  does  not  reserve  what 
is  required  and  was  pledged  should  be  applied  in 
each  year  to  the  extinguishment  of  one  per  cent. 
of  our  entire  debt. 

What  is  it  thatgives  strength  to  the  credit  of  the 
nation.'  What  is  it  that  is  to  give  us  ability  in 
the  future  to  go  into  the  market  and  get  money 
upon  our  bonds.'  The  fact  that  we  have  pledged 
some  sixty  or  seventy  million  dollars  in  gold  to 
be  applied  annually  to  the  payment  of  interest  so 
far  as  required  for  that  purpose,  and  the  residue 
to  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  our  debt,  and 
that  wo  live  up  to  that  pledge.  Although  the  sink- 
ing fund  is  small,  if  we  faithfully  apply  it,  confi- 
dence will  be  inspired,  and  our  financial  credit 
strengthened. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  McDonald, 
one  of  its  clerks,  asked  the  return  to  the  Senate 
of  bill  of  the  House  No.  203,  to  amend  section 
nine  of  the  act  approved  July  17,  1862,  entitled 
"An  act  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  cer- 
tain oflicers  of  the  Army,  and  for  other  jiurposes." 
There  being  no  obj(;-cti(Hi,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  bill  be  returned  to  the  Senate. 

SALE  OF  SURPLUS  GOLD AGAIN. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  commonly  known  as  the  "  srold  bill." 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  fhis  House,  a 
few  days  since,  by  a  vote  overwhelmingly  large, 
refused  to  adopt  the  proposition  now  before  us, 
declined  to  do  anything  except  to  pass  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
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BouTWELL,]  and  which  I  believe  to  be  wise  and 
right.  And  yet  we  are  asked  now,  when  there 
were  thon  only  thirty-six  votes  in  this  House  in 
favor  of  such  a  proposition,  to  stultify  ourselves 
by  adopting  it,  and  to  violate  the  express  pledge 
made  of  this  coin  for  specified  purposes,  and  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sell  it 
in  the  market. 

Let  no  man,  Mr.  Speaker,  misunderstand  my 
opposition  to  this  bill.  I  admit  that  the  power  is 
a  very  extraordinary  one  to  give  to  any  Depart- 
ment or  officer  of  the  Government.  Nevertheless, 
I  do  not  base  my  opposition  to  it  on  any  offensive 
grounds  in  relation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. 1  will  assume,  for  the  ]iurpose  of  what  I 
have  to  say,  that  he  will  discharge  his  duty  as 
faithfully  as  a  man  can.  I  base  my  opposition  to 
it,  first,  on  the  fact  that  it  is  unwise,  unprece- 
dented, and  unheard  of,  for  a  Government  that  is 
not  going  into  repudiation  to  use  its  coin  in  the 
shaving  of  its  own  paper  in  competition  with  the 
brokers  and  speculators  in  the  market;  and  sec- 
ond, because  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation  is  in 
the  statute  that  this  gold  shall  be  appropriated, 
first,  to  pay  the  interest,  and  second,  to  pay  one 
per  cent,  of  the  principiti  of  our  debt  in  each  year. 
If  we  live  up  to  that,  and  do  not  fail  to  do  our 
duty  in  regard  to  taxation,  then  our  creditwill  be 
strong,  and  we  will  be  able  to  borrow  money  on 
our  bonds  at  par  in  our  own  market  and  in  the 
markets  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  there  were  any  surplus,  as  on 
the  estimates  contained  in  the  Secretary's  report 
there  will  not  be,  beyond  paying  our  interest  and 
paying  one  per  cent,  each  year  of  the  principal, 
the  disposition  proposed  to  be  made  of  it  is  not  a 
wise  one.  I  am  aware,  sir, -that  after  the  House 
refused  to  pass  any  such  bill  there  was  a  great 
flutter  in  Wall  street,  New  York,  and  gold  was 
pushed  up.  In  confirmation  of  my  own  judg- 
ment 1  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter,  private  to  be  sure, 
and  which  I  only  allude  to  as  part  of  my  remarks, 
written  by  a  former  cashier  in  our  State,  a  gen- 
tleman of  large  property  and  large  ex[ierience 
and  sound  judgment,  who  is  one  of  the  firmest 
supporters  of  the  Administration  now  in  power. 
From  tliis  letter  I  will  read  a  few  words.  He  was 
here  during  the  time  the  bill  was  under  consider- 
ation in  this  House.  I,  having  great  confidence 
in  his  judgment,  and  not  so  much  in  my  own,  con- 
sulted him,  and  he  advised  strenuously  that  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Bout  well]  should  be  passed,  and  that  we 
should  not  authorize  the  sale  of  coin.  Writing 
from  New  York  last  Saturday,  he  says: 

"1  li.ivc  jioticed  with  some  surprise  tlie  action  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  gold  bill,  ;uid  have  fortified  my  opinion 
expressed  to  you  by  consultation  with  some  able  men  who 
are  not  in  the  clique  to  put  gold  up ;  and  they  say  emphat- 
ically the  bill  from  the  House  is  tlie  best  and  only  proper 
measun!  in  that  direction.  There  can  be  no  doubt  gold 
was  purposely  put  up  when  the  bill  parsed  the  House,  and 
it  was  with  the  intention  and  belief  that  this  would  effect 
the  action  of  the  Senate.  We  have  seen  how  well  they 
calculated,  and  liow  they  keep  it  playing  to  effect  their 
purpose."  *  *  *  *  "  I  liclieve  the  sound  finan- 
cial talent  of  the  country  will  stand  by  Mr.  Dodtwell's 
amendment,  however  much  gold  speculators  and  gamblers 
may  howl  to  the  contrary.  Sound  and  honest  men  may 
lor  a  time  bo  deceived  or  frightened,  hut  there  can  be  but 
one  result,  and  time  will  vindicate  the  right." 

This  is  his  opinion.  I  give  it  as  a  part  of  my 
remarks,  as  more  valuable  than  my  own  opinion. 
A  great  clamor  has  been  raised  in  some  prints 
and  by  some  gentlemen  out  of  this  House  against 
those  who  voted  against  giving  authority  to  sell 
gold;  and  they  have  been  denounced  as  gold-deal- 
ers. I  ask  members  whether  they  have  known 
any  one  of  those  speculating  brokers  who  is  not 
eager  that  Congress  shall  authorize  the  sale  of 
gold.  They  thrive  upon  uncertainties  and  a  vary- 
ing standard  of  values.  Up,  up,  up,  and  down, 
down,  down  makes  the  harvest.  If  the  Secretary 
should  sell  the  gold  these  very  speculators  will 
buy  it;  and  when  the  Secretary  is  sold  out  the 
market  will  run  up,  and  they  will  become  the  sell- 
ers. Their  business  thrives  on  an  unsettled  cur- 
rency. I  think  their  zeal  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  this  law  arises  not  from  the  belief  that  the  Sec- 
retary can  regulate  and  keep  the  price  of  gold  sta- 
ble, but  from  the  belief  that  they  will  have  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  a  brother-gam- 
bler and  broker  in  the  gold  markets,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  our  credit,  the  disgrace  of  our  character, 
and  to  the  thriving  ofall  the  men  who  make  money 
on  the  variatir)nH  in  thi;  price  of  gold,  or  rather  in 
the  value  of  the  i)aper  currency.     I  trust  that  gen- 


tlemen will  not  feel  at  all  alarmed  by  the  clamor 
of  Sfieculators,  but  that  they  will  take  counsel 
of  their  own  judgment.  No  man  can  suppose 
that  gold  is  iiermanently  kept  so  high  above  paper 
by  the  mere  operations  of  speculators.  It  is  be- 
cause our  currency  is  inflated.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Stebbins]  talked  about  our 
having  jB,300,000,000  of  Govermnent  paper  cur- 
rency. VVhy,  sir,  we  had  on  the  1st  of  this  month 
nearly  six  hundred  million  dollars  of  Government 
paper  currency  in  circulation,  or  that  which  is 
equivalent  to  paper  currency. 

By  a  statement  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  I  find 
that  on  the  1st  of  March,  1864,  there  were  out- 
standing and  in  circulation: 

Of  United  States  notes.  .• $449,119,548 

Of  fractional  currency 18,745,720 

Of  one-year  Treasury  notes 5,860,000 

Of  two-year  Treasury  notes 95,502,031 

$569,227,299 

Add  to  this  the  paper  currency  issued  by  the 
one  hundred  and  forty  or  fifty  banks  recently  or- 
ganized under  the  act  of  Congress,  and  we  have 
about  six  hundred  millions  of  paper  currency 
thrown  upon  the  country  in  addition  to  that  issued 
by  State  banks  and  bankers.  It  is  this  inflation 
which  puts  up  the  price  of  gold,  as  is  the  mode 
of  expression;  which  stimulates  speculation,  and 
raises  the  nominal  value  of  all  stocks  and  com- 
modities. 

It  is  this,  according  to  all  the  laws  of  currency, 
according  to  every  writer  on  finance  and  political 
economy,  that  depreciates  our  paper.  There  is 
too  much  of  it.  It  is  not  convertible  into  gold 
and  silver;  and  therefore  it  is  that  thei'e  is  this 
difference.  It  is  this  superabundant  paper  cur- 
rency which  is  raising  the  value  ofall  commod- 
ities, because  it  is  depreciating  that  with  which 
they  must  be  bought  in  market — paper  currency. 

The  argument  of  my  i-espected  colleague,  [Mr. 
Stecbins,]  beautifully  delivered  and  carefully  pre- 
pared, proves,  if  it  is  correct  in  premises  and 
conclusions,  that  the  Government  paper  is  good, 
that  it  should  not  be  depreciated.  It  shows  that 
the  United  States  is  capable  of  paying  its  debts. 
Assuming  this  to  beso,  shall  we  destroy  ourcredit 
by  using  the  coin  in  the  Treasury  in  purchasing 
our  obligations  at  a  large  discount,  and  thus  fur- 
ther depreciate  this  paper  currency.^ 

As  I  said  before,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  debtor  who  can 
say,  "  I  shall  be  able  to  pay  my  debts,"  but  be- 
ing compelled  daily  to  borrow  money  shall  say 
at  the  same  time,  "  I  will  use  the  current-means 
I  now  have,  property  convertible  into  money, 
money  itself,  to  buy  up  my  own  paper  at  a  large 
discount,"  no  man  believes  ho  could  for  a  mo- 
ment maintain  his  credit  or  borrow  more  money. 
It  is  the  first  step  toward  repudiation;  and,  for 
one,  so  far  as  I  have  a  vote  as  a  member  of  this 
Congress,  one  of  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  shall  never  give  a  vote  for  a  proposition 
which  sends  the  United  States  Government  into 
the  market  to  gamble  with  stock-brokers,  and 
buy  in  our  own  paper  at  an  enormous  discount. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  can  lose  nothing  by  rejecting 
this  proposition.  'I'here  will  be  no  accumulation 
in  the  Treasury.  We  can  use  the  gold  to  pay 
the  interest.  We  can  use  it  to  pay  the  principal 
to  one  percent  of  the  public  debt,  to  which  pur- 
pose it  is  pledged,  and  this  will  do  more  toward 
giving  us  a  stable  currency  and  strong  credit  than 
anything  else  of  this  character.  If  there  is  any- 
thing left — there  is  no  prospect  there  will  be — it 
can  be  used  for  other  legitimate  purposes  without 
loss,  and  there  will  be  no  hoarding. 

The  gentleman's  argument  is  that  we  want  to 
stop  the  gambling  in  gold,  and  to  cfl'ect  this  we 
[H-opose  to  send  ourTreasurcr  into  the  market  to 
gaiTible  in  gold  !  We  say  that  we  can  pay  all  of 
our  debts,  that  our  paper  should  be  at  par,  and 
therefore  we  will  use  all  the  means  in  our  posses- 
sion in  shaving  our  own  paper;  thus  by  our  acts 
proving  that  we  do  not  regard  our  paper  as  the 
equivalent  of  gold  and  silver;  either  that  we  do 
not  regard  it  as  good,  or  we  will  be  guilty  our- 
selves of  breaking  faith  with  the  |iublic  creditors 
by  shaving  our  paper  instead  of  paying  it  in  full. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  regret  I  ain  not  that  familiar 
with  the  laws  of  currency  as  to  be  able  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  the  facts  and  arguments  which  can 
be  adduced  to  show  fully  the  unsoundness  of  this 
extraordinary  remedy  for  a  depreciated  currency 
acnt  to  us  from  the  Senate;  but  I  appeal  to  the 


good  sense  of  every  member  whether  there  is  any 
wisdom  in  this  measure,  whether  we  will  put 
down  the  price  of  gold  by  it,  and  whether  we  will 
not  by  adopting  it  add  another  element  to  the 
fierce  speculation  now  going  on  ?  My  friend  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Stebbins]  says  there  is  a  spirit  of 
speculation  in  the  cities  which  oughtto  be  checked. 
We  can  only  do  it  by  reducing  the  amount  of  the 
pa|)er  currency,  by  strengthening  our  credit,  and 
by  borrowing  money  on  bonds  instead  of  increas- 
ing this  paper  currency  by  further  issues  by  the 
Government,  made  directly  or  indirectly.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Stebbins]  says 
these  national  banks  are  only  substitutes  for  the 
old  State  banks,  and  will  not  increase  the  paper 
currency.  That  is  not  so.  Of  the  one  hundred 
and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  forty  national  banks 
which  have  come  into  existence,  scarcely  one  of 
them  is  a  substitute  for  an  old  bank.  They  add 
to  the  volume  of  paper  money  before  in  existence, 
and  thus  contribute  to  the  inflation  of  prices  and 
the  encouragement  of  the  spirit  of  speculation. 
These  banks  give  the  holders  of  their  paper  no  se- 
curity but  the  bonds  of  the  United  States  for  its 
redemption,  and  yet  the  United  States  pay  these 
banks  interest  on  these  bonds,  upon  which  they 
issue  paper  as  currency.  If  there  is  to  be  such  a 
currency  it  might  belter  be  issued  by  the  United 
States  directly;  it  would  be  as  safe  for  the  public; 
at  least  the  interest  on  the  bonds  would  be  saved 
to  the  Treasury. 

But  whatever  are  the  evils  growing  out  of  the 
paper  currency  now  in  existence  and  daily  increas- 
ing in  amount,  the  measure  proposed  cannot,  in 
my  judgment,  afford  any  permanent  i-elief.  To 
authorize  the  Secretary  to  sell  the  gold  on  hand, 
or  his  making  sale  of  it,  will  afford  no  permanent 
relief  against  the  evils  of  a  disordered  paper  cur- 
rency. If  we  do  this  we  not  only  incur  disgrace 
but  we  will  fail  to  accomplish  the  only  desirable 
object  put  forth  by  the  friends  of  this  measure,, 
which  is  the  raising  of  the  value  of  paper  and  di- 
minishing the  value  of  gold.  We  will  only  by 
this  means  be  able  to  put  it  down  for  a  time,  and 
then  it  will  go  up  again,  higher  than  before,  caus- 
ing greater  iluctuations  in  values  than  are  occur- 
ring now  and  causing  them  to  occur  according  to 
the  arbitrary  will  of  one  man.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  adhere  to  the  views  of  the  House 
as  contained  in  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Boutwell.] 
This  will  prevent  any  considerable  accumulation 
of  gold  in  the  Treasury;  it  will  be  in  accordance 
with  the  pledge  given  by  the  law  of  February, 
1862,  and  it  will  leave  the  laws  of  trade  and  cur- 
rency to  work  out  the  adjustment  of  the  relative 
value  of  paper  and  gold,  as  must  be  the  case;  for 
no  legislation  of  this  character  will  bring  or  tend 
to  bring  gold,  the  standard  of  value  throughout 
the  world ,  to  the  level  of  the  paper  currency  which 
has  been  created  in  this  country. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  The  House  by  a  very  decided 
vote  a  few  days  ago  determined  to  adopt  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  Massachiisetta, 
[Mr.  Boutwell,]  which  limited  the  action  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Ti-easury  to  the  purchase  of  the 
outstanding  coupons  of  the  bonds  issued  by  the 
United  States  which  were  to  mature  on  the  Istof 
July  next.  The  Senate,  it  appears,  has  adopted 
a  proposition  which,  as  I  understand  it,  falls  back 
upon  that  proposition  which  was  offered  here  by 
my  associate  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Stebbins;] 
that  is, giving  power  to  the  Secretary  of  theTreas- 
ury  to  sell  what  is  called  the  surplus  gold  at  such 
time  and  in  such  a  manner  as  he  inay  deem  proper. 
Whether  or  not  it  provides  for  a  public  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  sale  I  do  not  recollect,  nor 
is  it  perhaps  very  important.  The  question  is, 
has  anything  occurred  since  the  House  took  a 
vote  upon  this  matter  last  week  which  should  in- 
duce them  now  to  change  their  ground.' 

We  all  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  on  one 
or  two  days  last  week  the  price  of  gold  advanced, 
or  rather  the  obligations  of  the  country  lessened 
in  value,  owing  to  certain  circumstances  which 
took  place  in  JS^ew  York.  It  was  supposed  the 
action  of  this  House  on  the  gold  bill  had  affected 
the  New  York  market.  But  we  will  see  that  can 
hardly  b(!  so  when  we  bear  in  mind  that  the  mar- 
ket has  now  gone  back  to  just  about  the  condition 
it  was  in  a  week  ago,  and  in  which  it  has  sub- 
stantially been  for  many  weeks  past.  The  idea 
that  our  action  hei-e  induced  the  result  which  took 
place  in  New  York  one  or  two  days  following 
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is  entirely  unfounded.  But  suppose  it  to  be  so; 
suppose  the  action  of  this  House  did  exert  a  tem- 
porary-influence upon  the  gold  market;  the  qiies- 
'  tion  is,  was  our  action  right  or  wrong?  No  mat- 
ter what  the  result  may  be,  if  we  were  right,  let 
us  maintain  our  ground;  if  we  were  wrong,  let 
us  change. 

I  do  not  propose  to  go  over  all  the  objections 
to  this  measure  which  have  been  so  ably  urged 
by  my  associates  from  New  York,  but  I  will  al- 
lude to  one  or  two  considerations  connected  with 
it  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  presented. 
In  the  first  place,  by  the  act  of  1862  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  directed  every  year  to  purchase 
in  at  least  one  per  cent,  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States.  What  the  condition  of  that  sinking  fund 
is  now  I  am  not  informed;  nor  do  I  know  that 
there  is  any  information  in  this  House  in  regard 
to  it;  but  from  the  circumstances  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  condition  of  the  country,  it  is  fair  to  sup- 
pose that  investments  can  or  ought  to  be  now 
made  for  the  coming  year.  If  it  has  not  been 
made  at  all,  then  two  installments  are  due  under 
the  provisions  of  that  act,  and  to  mamtain  the 
pledge  of  the  Government  and  realize  the  amount 
needed  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  that  fund  will 
take  all  the  surplus  gold  now  in  the  Treasury.  It 
cannot  be  that  it  would  be  tolerated  on  the  part 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  paper 
obligations  for  the  purpose  of  realizing  the  amount 
needed  for  this  sinking  fund.  Under  the  act  of 
1862,  as  I  understand  it,  he  is  to  appropriate  the 
gold  for  that  purpose  after  paying  the  public  debt. 

But  this  use  of  the  money,  it  seems,  would  not 
suit  the  purpose  of  the  Secretary,  as  I  understand 
it,  because,  if  this  purchase  be  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  sinking  fund,  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep 
the  securities  so  purchaeed  to  cancel  them,  and  not 
use  them  again.  But  the  object  of  this  measure 
is  to  enable  the  Government  to  go  into  the  mar- 
ket to  purchase  up  its  own  securities  ata  discount, 
to  obtain  the  Treasury  notes  which  will  be  paid 
in  for  this  gold,  and  which  the  Government  can 
use  again  in  the  purchases  which  it  is  obliged  to 
make  from  day  to  day. 

Now,  sir,  in  my  judgment  the  result  of  such  a 
measure  must  be  mischief  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end.  I  listened  with  great  satisfaction  to  the 
arguments  presented  to  this  House  by  my  asso- 
ciate from  New  York,  [Mr.  Stebbins,]  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
They  were  presented  ably  and  clearly ,  and  had  only 
onegreatobjectin  view,  as  I  understood  him;  and 
I  think  the  purport  and  substance  of  his  remarks 
has  been  misunderstood  by  some  of  the  members 
of  this  House.  The  whole  point  of  his  remarks 
consisted  in  this:  an  attempt  to  prove  the  ability 
of  this  country  to  meet  not  only  its  present  pub- 
lic debt  but'any  debt  it  may  be  found  desirable  and 
necessary  to  create  for  the  purpose  of  suppress- 
ing the  rebellion.  If,  from  the  facts  he  presented, 
he  meant  the  House  to  draw  any  other  inference, 
then  I  totally  disagree  with  him,  as  I  told  him 
very  frankly  after  he  had  closed  his  remarks;  I 
told  him  that  I  thought  he  had  made  the  worse 
appear  the  better  reason,  but  that  he  had  not  suc- 
ceeded in  convincing  me  that  we  might  run  on  to 
infinity  in  creating  a  debt.  We  must  all  admit 
that  there  is  some  limit  to  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  there  is  to  that  of  an  individual.  The 
question  is,  when  will  the  Government  reach  that 
point?  Our  resources  may  be  great;  they  are 
great;  we  may  be  able  to  do  more  than  any  other 
people  on  the  face  of  the  globe;  but  a  point  must 
be  reached — and  we  are  warned  from  a  very  high 
quarter  that  it  may  be  reached  very  soon — when  a 
marked  and  very  great  depreciation  will  take  place 
in  the  Government  securities.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  point  out  the  causes  that  may  produce 
this  effect;  but  that  it  must  in  time  be  produced 
is  just  as  certain  as  it  is  that  the  sun  is  to  rise  to- 
morrow. 

While,  therefore,  I  agree  with  the  general  prop- 
osition of  my  associate  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Stebbins,]  that  our  country  is  able  tobearagreat 
debt,  that  our  condition  is  such  that  we  can  meet 
the  interest  on  a  great  debt,  that  the  patriotism  of 
our  people  is  sucli  that  they  will  go  further  than 
any  other  people  on  the  face  of  the  globe  would 
go  to  put  down  this  rebellion,  yet  I  think  every 
member  of  the  House  will  agree  with  me  that 
there  is  a  limit  to  this  thing,  and  that  it  must 
Btop  somewhere. 

These  views  may  not  be  very  closely  applica- 


ble to  the  question  under  consideration,  but  inas- 
much as  the  remarks  of  my  colleague  have  been 
adverted  to,  I  thought  it  proper  to  say  thus  much 
in  regard  to  them. 

And  now,  sir,  I  desire  to  make  one  other  re- 
mark in  regard  to  the  measure  under  discussion. 
What  possible  benefit  can  arise  from  putting  a 
few  millions  of  gold  in  the  market,  and  compel- 
ling the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  a  few  months, 
at  the  furthest,  again  to  borrow  and  use  for  the 
operations  of  the  Government  the  very  amount 
he  has  realized  from  this  sale?  If  we  were  to  ex- 
tinguish this  amount  of  the  public  debt  by  tiiis 
operation,  it  would  beanother  thing;  but  we  never 
ought  to  undertake  to  go  into,  the  market  to  buy 
up  our  own  securities,  unless  it  be  for  the  express 
purpose  pointed  out  in  the  act  of  1862,  to  wit,  to 
buy  in  our  securities  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
the  sinking  fund  which  that  act  established. 

I  have  no  charges  to  make  in  derogation  of  the 
character  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  nor 
would  I  undertake  to  say  that  he  would  exercise 
this  power  in  any  spirit  of  favoritism  or  partiality. 
I  have  confidence  enough  in  his  integrity  to  be- 
lieve that  he  would  do  what  he  thought  best  for 
the  Government.  But  I  do  object  to  placing  this 
power  in  the  handsof  any  man — a  power  so  great 
that  it  may  be  abused  for  partisan  or  personal 
purposes  by  any  man  who  chooses  to  do  it. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  House  will  not  de- 
part from  its  original  proposition;  that  it  will  hold 
to  the  ground  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  anticipate  the  falling  due  of  the  coupons  with 
or  without  rebate  of  interest.  My  own  impres- 
sion is  that  he  has  a  right  to  do  it  now  without 
any  action  by  Congress.  The  Treasury  is  com- 
pelled to  pay  next  July  a  certain  amount  of  money 
—say  $20,000,000— for  coupons.  If  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  can  buy  up  that  amount  for 
one,  two,  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  less 
than  their  face,  at  the  usual  rate  of  interest,  he 
has  the  power  to  do  it,  and  to  use  the  money  in 
the  Treasury  for  that  purpose;  and  it  would  be 
very  wise  and  very  proper.  The  Secretary  has 
deemed  it  right,  not  wishing  to  exercise  a  power 
never  before  exercised,  to  come  to  Congress  and 
ask  for  authority,  as  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  House  proposed  to  give  to  him.  That  is  un- 
doubtedly safer  and  better.  I  respect  the  motive 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And  I  do  sin- 
cerely hope  that  the  House  will  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  nothing  has  occurred  in  the  interval 
since  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  proposition  that 
should  induce  the  House  to  abandon  the  sound 
and  salutary  principle  which  it  then  adopted. 

ENROLLED  BILL. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  truly  enrolled  an  act  (EL.  R.  No. 
156)  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th 
of  June,  1864,  and  for  other  purposes;  when  the 
Speaker  signed  the  same. 

SALE  OF  SURPLUS  GOLD — AGAIN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
gold  bill. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  absence  of  any 
debate  on  the  part  of  the  member  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Boutwell]  in  defense  of  the  measure 
which  he  proposed  and  advocated,  I  think  it  be- 
comes some  one  to  represent  the  majority  of  the 
House,  and  to  urge  that  we  shall  stand  by  our  own 
bill.  I  do  not  Icnovv  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  given  up  his  bill. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  refer  to  me? 

Mr.  COX.     I  do. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  certainly  have  not  given 
it  up. 

Mr.  COX.  I  supposed  from  the  fact  that  the 
debate  was  flagging,  and  that  the  gentleman  had 
not  claimed  the  floor  to  advocate  his  proposition, 
that  he  had  relented  and  abandoned  it. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  have  not  relented  at  all 
in  relation  to  my  proposition;  and  I  intend  to 
state  my  views  more  at  length  before  the  discus- 
sion closes. 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it.  I  should 
be  very  sorry  that  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  should  have  retreated  from 
the  position  he  so  ably  maintained  on  this  meas- 
ure. As  the  gentleman  proposes  to  discuss  it,  I 
will  not  trouble  the  FIousc  with  any  long  disserta- 


tion. When  the  measure  was  first  brought  to  the 
House  I  objected  to  its  consideration  because  I 
could  not  tell  on  the  instant  the  effect  which  it 
might  have  upon  the  business  of  the  country.  Be- 
cause of  my  objection,  it  was  charged  by  the  New 
York  Tribune  that  we  on  this  side  were  in  the 
interest  of  the  stock  and  gold  gamblers  in  Wall 
street,  but  it  turned  out,  if  there  liad  been  any  such 
interest  as  that  at  work,  that  my  fiiend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts must  have  been  identified  with  it  along 
with  the  great  majority  of  the  House.  But  all  such 
imputations  are  unfounded.  I  am  in  favor  of  sus- 
taining tiie  bill  as  it  passed  the  House.  I  think 
that  our  bill  will  accomplish  the  purpose  sought 
to  be  accomplished  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Hooper.]  His  purpose  was  to  re- 
duce the  |)rice  of  gold  and  the  price  of  the  various 
articles  which  depend  upon  gold  for  their  deprecia- 
tion or  their  appreciation. 

1  understood,  when  the  measure  first  came  be- 
fore the  House,  that  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Hooper]  was  very  anxious  that  we 
should  not  follow  the  advice  of  the  rebel  Lamar, 
who  said  that  the  best  way  to  assist  the  rebellion 
was  to  keep  up  the  price  of  gold,  and  thus  break 
down  our  credit;  but  now,  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  after  the  House  has  given  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  power  to  put  gold  upon 
the  market  by  paying  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  and  thereby  met  his  argument  for  the  origi- 
nal bill,  disfavors  the  House  proposition,  and  fa- 
vors the  Senate  bill,  which,  I  believe,  will  not  ac- 
complish the  purpose  he  claimed  for  the  original 
bill.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  price  of  gold  will 
be  so  affected  by  the  Senate  legislation  as  to  reduce 
its  price  permanently.  It  may  have  some  tempo- 
rary effect.  Gold  may  go  up  or  go  down  under 
a  momentary  panic;  but  you  might  as  well  try  to 
legislate  on  the  laws  of  gravitation,  or  hydrostat- 
ics, or  anything  else  in  nature,  as  to  control  by 
our  expedients  here  the  trade  or  currency  of  the 
country.  These  matters  will  seek  their  level  by 
a  law  of  their  own.  As  long  as  the  Government 
makes  its  paper  issues,  ruiming  up  now  to  two 
billions,  and  which  before  the  war  shall  be  ended 
will  amount  to  four  billions,  if  we  are  to  believe 
that  distinguished  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  (Thurlow  Weed,)  so  long  will  there  be  a 
constantly  increasing  difference  between  gold  and 
paper.  Until,  by  legislation,  you  stop  paper  is- 
sues, you  cannot  stop  the  vicissitudes  in  the  gold 
market,  or  in  the  markets  of  the  country.  Some- 
thing eise  besides  mere  legislation  of  this  kind  is 
needed.  You  must  stop  the  issue  of  that  which 
is  called  "  money,"  in  order  to  correct  the  evils 
which  the  make-shiftsof  the  Treasury  are  entail- 
ing upon  us.  The  only  way  to  stop  the  appre- 
ciation of  gold  is  to  stop  your  paper  issues,  which 
aid  its  depreciation. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  guards  which  we  threw 
around  this  bill  originally,  and  which  received  the 
approbation  of  a  large  majority  of  the  House,  so 
as  to  prevent  any  speculative  tendencies,  have 
been  pushed  away  by  the  Senate.  But  I  will  not 
favor  any  measure  like  that  of  the  Senate,  even 
if  I  believed  in  its  principles,  not  guarded  by  ad- 
equate notice  to  those  who  may  by  competition 
assist  in  an  honest  disposal  of  the  surplus  gold. 

I  have  anotlier  reason  why  I  object  to  this  bill 
of  the  Senate.  I  oppose  it  because  I  am  jeal- 
ous of  power,  as  a  Democrat,  vigilant  to  watch 
and  guard  against  its  encroachments;  jealous  of 
power  as  a  Representative  of  the  people,  fearful 
of  the  aggrandizement  of  moneyed  influences  in 
the  hands  of  the  Executive  or  of  his  Cabinet,  or 
of  his  particular  favorites.  I  oppose  this  bill  be- 
cause it  gives  the  power  absolutely,  not  to  the 
President,  but  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
to  control  the  fortunes  of  twenty  million  people. 
Not  merely  will  it  unsettle  the  price  of  produce, 
the  price  of  labor,  but  also  by  raising  the  price  of 
gold,  which  is  the  currency  paid  into  the  custom- 
houses, the  prices  of  all  articles  of  foreign  im- 
portation. A  powerlike  this,  sir,  should  be  lodged 
with  no  one  man.  Jealousy  of  power  is  the  par- 
ent of  proper  legislation;  confidence  in  men  is 
the  parent  of  despotism  and  corruption.  I  would 
not  trust  in  these  times  any  man,  liowever  pure, 
even  though  he  may  be  as  spotless  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  represented,  with  a  power 
like  this  to  control  such  momentous  interests  as 
those  which  are  now  unhappily  bound  up  with 
the  o])erations  of  the  gold  market. 

There  is  sometliing  peculiar  in  the  way  in  which 
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power  has  been  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  If  geiulemen  will  ex- 
amine all  of  the  bills  which  have  been  passed  since 
tiie  first  bill  in  1812,  authorizing  Treasury  notes 
to  be  issued,  tlioy  will  find  that  all  of  these  bills 
witiiout  exception  authorize  the  President  nf  the 
United  Stales  to  issue  notes  and  bonds.  When 
this  regime  came  into  power  tiie  bills  for  the  issu- 
ance of  money  and  bonds  took  a  new  shape,  and 
since  then  every  act  providing  forTreasury  notes 
and  bonds  authorizes,  not  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  issue  them;  thus  changing  the  laws  and  cus- 
toms of  the  Government  in  that  regard.  It  may 
not  have  been  intended  to  place  such  an  immense 
power  as  this  in  the  grasp  of  any  man.  But  so 
It  is.  When  you  give  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury power  to  sell  this  gold  wlien  he  pleases,  with- 
out notice,  let,  or  hindcrance  from  any  Cjuarter; 
when  on  his  own  motion  or  caprice  he  can  place 
at  once,  or  withdraw  at  once,  $20, 000, 000  of  gold 
from  the  market,  you  put  into  his  control  the  in- 
terests of  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  this 
country.  He  lins  already  the  power  by  law  to 
buy  gold  when  he  pleases,  and  this  gives  him 
power  to  sell  gold  when  he  pleases.  If  that  be 
the  case,  he  or  his  particular  friends  may  at  any 
time  go  into  the  gold  market  irr  New  York,  and 
into  tlie  various  gold  markets,  bubbling  every  day 
with  excitement,  and  they  may  without  knowl- 
edge to  the  public,  quietly,  shrewdly,  run  gold 
up  as  liigii  as  they  choose,  or  run  it  down  as  low 
as  they  choose.  They  will  thus  have  it  in  their 
power  to  make  fortunes  at  pleasure,  and  profits 
illimitable.  Whence  come  these  fortunes  and 
profits?  In  the  last  analysis,  you  will  find  that 
they  come  from  the  people,  from  the  sweat  and 
einew  of  the  people.  All  these  miracles  of  ready- 
made  wealth  come  from  your  constituents  in 
Indiana,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  from  mine  in  Ohio. 
I  would  give  no  such  power  to  any  man,  or  to 
any  set  of  men,  however  good;  I  would  place  no 
such  temptation  before  any  functionary,  however 
honest. 

IVIr.  Speaker,  I  hope  that  the  House  will  ad- 
here to  its  proposition.  It  accomplishes,  as  I 
have  said,  all  that  was  originally  desired  when 
the  gold  bill  was  introduced.  Let  us  adhere  to 
the  position  of  the  popular  branch  of  Congress, 
the  House  of  Representatives,  from  which  all 
money  bills  should  come.  1  trust  that  the  House 
will  not  yield  to  this  clamor  of  stock-brokers  and 
gamblers,  but  will  stand  up  to  their  own  measure 
as  an  honest,  straight-forward  measure,  which 
will  command  the  approbation  of  every  intelligent 
and  honest  man  in  the  land. 

Mr.  BOUT VVELLobtained  the  floor.but yield- 
ed to 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  did  not  intend 
to  make  any  remarks  on  this  question,  but  seeing 
that  nearly  everything  said  has  been  upon  the 
other  side,  I  feel  that  it  is  my  duty,  for  one,  to 
give  the  reasons  which  will  govern  my  vote  on 
the  pending  proposition.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  recede  from  the  position  taken  by  it  the  other 
day.  I  believe  that  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  that  of  the  people  will  be  pronf>oted  by 
such  action.  I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  protect  the  currency  in  every  way 
possible;  and  while  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  in  tliis  particular,  that  it  is 
impossible  for  this  Coi, gross  to  legislate  into  the 
people  confidence  in  paper  currency,  unless  there 
exists  a  foundation  of  some  solidity,  yet  legisla- 
tion is  necessary  to  protect  that  currency  and  to 
protect  the  interest  of  the  Government  and  the 
people  from  all  that  causes  unnecessary  dejireci- 
ntion  of  the  legal  currency  of  the  country;  and 
while  I  do  not  attach  so  much  importance  to  this 
measure  as  some  do,  yet  I  do  regard  iuasone 
among  many  other  instrumentalitiis  of ^ood,  as 
Bomethingto  check  speculation.  I  do  not  belii've 
that  it  is  going  to  effect  a  great  deal,  but  it  will  do 
aometiiing.  1  thinjc  perhaps  it  will  reduce  the 
premium  on  gold  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  percent., 
and  keep  liie  matter  more  stable  than  it  lins  been. 
It  is  very  clear  to  my  mind  that  it  will  produce 
that  clTect,  and  if  it  does  nothing  more,  so  murh 
of  good  will  have  been  accomplished  as  to  justify 
tlic  measure;  and,  on  the  other  iuuid,  I  can  see  no 
harm  to  result  from  such  action. 

It  has  been  .-luid  that  it  would  be  placing  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  enormous 


power.  So  it  will,  but  he  already  has  enormous 
power,  and  he  has  exercised  that  power  wisely, 
as  everybody  admits.  While  we  are  in  this  state 
of  war  we  are  compelled  to  intrust  every  high  of- 
ficer of  tlie  Government  with  very  great  powers. 
No  officer  of  the  Government,  I  believe  it  is  agreed 
on  all  hands,  has  exercised  that  power  more 
wisely,  more  prudently,  or  more  conscientiously 
than  the  distinguished  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
If  I  had  not  confidence  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.I  should  have  some  doubt  al:)OUt  the  pro- 
priety of  this  measure;  but  having  all  confidence 
in  him,  and  believing  that  in  his  hands  the  power 
will  be  productive  of  good  and  no  evil,  I  do  hope 
the  House  will  recede  from  their  formeraction  and 
pass  the  resolution  as  it  came  from  the  Senate. 

I  was  astonished  the  other  day  on  hearing  the 
remarks  made  all  around  this  House  upon  this 
question,  magnifying  its  importance  both  forgood 
and  for  evil,  on  the  one  side  and  on  the  other;  and 
many  of  the  declarations  of  some  of  the  gentle- 
men upon  the  other  side  seemed  to  me,  I  should 
almost  say,  preposterous.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  who  is  not  now  in  his  seat — [Mr.  Fer- 
NAKDo  Wood] — spoke  of  the  vast  indebtedness  of 
this  Government,  and  of  its  ultimate  repudiation. 
Itseemedtome — no,  I  will  not  quite  say  that — but 
I  will  declare  that  I  am  afraid  the  wish  was  father  to 
the  thought.  I  hope  it  was  not  so;  butitseerned 
to  me,  when  he  spoke  of  bankruptcy,  desolation, 
ruin,  and  repudiation,  that  it  might  be  that  the 
wish  was  father  to  the  thought;  for,  sir,  I  could 
see  no  other  reason  under  heaven  for  the  declara- 
tion of  such  opinions  and  such  sentiments;  for 
while  "all  is  yellow  to  the  jaundiced  vision,"  there 
is  certainly  nothing  in  our  present  condition  to 
justify  to  anysound  mind  any  such  conclusions. 

That  gentleman  drew  invidious  comparisons 
between  the  financial  conduct  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment and  our  own,  and  alluded  to  the  policy 
of  England  from  its  early  history  down  to  the  close 
of  the  Napoleonic  wars;  and  there  was  scarcely 
a  statement  that  the  truth  of  history  will  bear  him 
out  in.  He  spoke  of  paper  currency  as  origina- 
ting with  Charles  I.  In  that  he  was  entirely  mis- 
taken. He  spoke  of  the  action  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  and  the  repu- 
diation of  their  paper  currency  in  that  reign.  In 
that  he  was  mistaken.  There  was  no  paper  used 
in  England  as  a  circulating  medium  until  after  the 
establishment  of  the  Bank  of  England,  which  was 
organized  in  1G94,  nearly  ten  yearsafter  the  death 
ofCharles  11,  in  the  reign  of  William  III.  Then 
it  was  that  the  public  debt  of  Great  Britain  com- 
menced, and  fiom  that  day  to  this,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  very  few  years,  it  has  been  increas- 
ing. He  referred  to  the  policy  of  England,  and 
told  us  we  would  do  well  to  follow  her  example. 
He  recommended  us  to  follow  the  exainple  of  that 
illustrious  statesman,  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  he  said,  was 
in  favor  of  the  largest  taxation,  and  under  whose 
ministry  the  public  debt  of  Great  Britain  was  but 
slightly  increased,  they  raising  almost  all  they 
needed  by  taxation  during  the  wars  through  which 
they  passed.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  national 
debt  was  enormously  increased  under  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  it  was  increased  in  just  such  a  way  as  we  are 
obliged  to  increase  our  debt,  and  as  we  shall  in- 
crease it  unless  we  adopt  a  policy  different  from 
'that  suggested  on  the  other  side— and  increase  it 
to  our  ruin. 

The  d(,'l)t  of  Great  Britain  was  increased,  from 
1793  to  1805,  from  ci'240,000,000  to  more  than 
double  that  sum.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  time 
was  during  the  ministry  of  Pitt.  It  has  always 
seemed  to  me  that  England  managed  her  national 
debt  under  the  auspices  of  Pitt  very  badly.  But 
we  must  remember  that  she  was  obliged  at  the 
lime  tocffectloansatsuch  ruinoussacrifices,  which 
were  greater  during  the  Peninsular  war  than  at 
almost  any  other  period  in  her  history.  She  was, 
likens  in  the  present, contending  for  national  life. 
Her  very  existence  as  a  nation  depended  upon 
the  issue  of  the  contest.  Her  troubles  were  greatly 
increased,  her  movements  embarrassed,  and  her 
credit  greatly  impaired,  l)y  a  malignant  and  un- 
principled [larty,  few  in  inimhers,  but  active  and 
unscrupulous,  who,  while  pretending  to  patriotic 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  were  de- 
nouncing and  assailing  the  administration  of  the 
Government  in  every  possible  way,  and  not  with- 
out clT(!ct.  But  when  the  Government  triumphed 
and  its  im|)oriled  existence  was  preserved,  these 
men  were  remembered  by  the  people,  and  not  one 


of  their  leaders  was  ever  after  honored  or  trusted 
by  the  British  public,  Tficir  debt  was  more  than 
trebled  from  1793  to  1814.  The  policy  of  Eng- 
land always  was  to  keep  control  of  the  currency; 
and  the  Government  in  great  degree  regulated  the 
price  of  gold  during  the  long  period  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  the  Bank  of  England. 
If  she  had  been  as  wise  in  regard  to  her  mode  of 
contracting  and  funding  debts  as  she  was  in  regu- 
lating and  controlling  the  currency  she  would 
never  have  been  burdened  with  such  a  debt  as 
she  now  has,  a  debt  of  over  .£800,000,000,  equal 
to  ^4,000,000,000— a  debt  which  was  increased 
during  the  Napoleonic  wars  .£500,000,000  or 
12,500,000,000.  And  how  was  it  thus  increased  ? 
By  the  same  policy  by  which  we  are  now  to  some 
extentat  least  increasing  our  debt.  Great  Britain 
for  that  £800,000,000,  or  at  leastsix  hundred  mil- 
lions of  it,  never  received  over  two  thirds  the 
amount  in  value.  A  large  per  cent,  of  that  loss 
wasascribable  to  her  bad  financiering.  Taking  the 
period  of  time  from  1736  to  the  present  hour  the 
British  Government  never  received  for  this  enor- 
mous debt,  on  an  average,  more  than  sixty  to 
sixty-five  cents  on  the  dollar  in  bona  fide  value. 
Manyofournegotiations  and  loans  have  notprac- 
tically  netted  us  much  more  than  that.  If  we  do 
not  increase  our  taxation  or  exert  the  i>ower 
which  is  in  our  hands  to  control  this  speculation 
and  to  regulate  the  currency ,  we  shall  find  it  a  great 
deal  worse  than  England  found  it  in  the  darkest 
period  of  her  history.  * 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  one  measure  which 
we  have  got  to  resort  to  to  save  this  nation  from 
impending  financial  ruin,  which  m.ust  inevitably 
come  upon  us  if  we  do  not  resort  to  it;  but  there 
is  only  one  measure  that  will  do  it,  and  that  meas- 
ure is  the  fullest  taxation.  If  you  will  tax  the 
people,  as  you  ought  to  tax  them,  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  it  will  secure  the  confidence  of  the  people 
in  the  ultimate  paymentof  our  securities,  you  will 
then  secure  the  full  value  for  all  our  indebtedness, 
and  you  will  not  do  it  without  that.  Pass  this 
measure,  and  give  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
the  power  to  control  to  some  extent  the  gold  mar- 
ket, and  you  deprive  the  gold  .speculators  of  tne 
power  to  raise  the  price  of  gold  beyond  what  the 
confidence  of  the  country  establishes  it  at;  and  the 
confidence  of  the  country  will  establish  gold  at  a 
price  just  proportionate  to  our  willingness  and 
ability  ultimately  to  pay  our  indebtedness,  as  will 
be  shown  chiefly  in  our  disposition  regarding 
taxation. 

Now,  sir,  I  take  it  that  if  there  were  no  specu- 
lation in  gold,  if  there  were  none  of  this  stock- 
gambling, if  there  was  no  chance  tor  what  is  called 
"  cornering  gold,  "if  all  the  capitalists  of  the  coun- 
try without  exception  believed  that  these  Govern- 
ment securities  would  ultimately  be  redeemed,  all 
our  securities  bearing  six  percent,  interest,  instead 
of  being  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent,  below  par  by  the 
gold  standard,  would  be  worth  $,1  20  on  the  dollar 
in  specie  funds.  I  believe  that  no  financial  man 
of  experience  and  knowledge  on  this  subject  will 
gainsay  or  dispute  this  statement. 

What,  then,  are  we  to  do  to  counteract  this 
state  of  things?  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  only  one 
way  to  do  it:  we  must  resort  to  increased  taxa- 
tion; and  I  conjure  this  House  by  everything  they  _ 
hold  dear  to  resort  at  once  to  this  great  conserva- 
tor of  nations'  credit — taxation — taxation  to  the 
fullest  extent,  no  matter  what  the  consequences 
to  themselves  personally  maybe.  The  salvati*n 
of  the  country,  in  my  judgment,  depends  upon 
it.  I  fear  nothing  but  an  unwillingness  to  resort 
to  taxation.  It  must  be  resorted  to;  and  when 
you  convince  the  capitalists  of  the  country  that 
you  are  determined  to  resort  to  taxation  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  war  to  the  fullest  extewt  that 
the  country  can  bear,  to  tax  especially  the 
wealth  of  the  country,  and  thereby  give  promise 
of  your  jntrpose  to  redeem  ultimately  every  dol- 
lar of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Government,  you 
will  have  their  confidence,  and  you  will  be  able 
to  obtain  loans  at  a  rate  somewhatcommcnsurato 
with  your  vast  resources.  I  shall  say  nothing 
about  economy  in  this  connection,  for  when  you 
ta.x  everybody  heavily  the  people  will  see  to  k 
that  theii'  servants  are  held  to  a  pretty  rigid  ac- 
countability as  to  expenditures. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  be  very  much 
frightened  if  the  House  adhere  to  its  first  action, 
and  refuse  to  concur  with  the  Sei^ate  in  its  amend- 
ment; but  1  shall  be  alarmed  if  this  Congresa 
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refuse  to  tax  the  country  to  the  fullest  extent  it  can 
bear. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  that  thia  measure  is  a  judi- 
cious and  wise  one,  and  that  it  is  an  instrument- 
ality which  can  effect  some  considerable  good,  and 
no  harm,  I  am  in  favor  of  it.  1  cannot  conceive 
how  it  can  do  any  possible  harm.  It  certainly 
will,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  prevent  spec- 
ulation. As  to  the  proposition  of  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Boutwell]  to  anticipate  the  payment  of 
coupons,  with  or  without  rebate,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive how  that  can  produce  any  considerable  ef- 
fect any  way.  It  may  deplete  the  Treassry  to 
some  extent,  and  it  may  prevent,  in  some  slight 
degree,  tliis  accumulation  ofgold  in  the  sub-Treas- 
ury, but  it  will  not  have  the  desired  effect  of  pre- 
venting speculation;  and  that,  I  take  it,  is  what 
we  want  to  accomplish.  1  cannot  conceive  how 
any  true  patriot,  how  any  one  who  desires  to  for- 
ward the  true  interests  of  the  country,  can  fail 
to  see  that  this  speculative  spirit  is  encouraged 
and  promoted  by  the  refusal  of  the  House  to  put 
into  the  liands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
this  power  to  sell  his  surplus  gold.  I  cannot  see 
how  any  person  who  is  in  favor  of  this  Admin- 
istration, and  who'has  voted  to  intrust  the  Ad- 
ministration with  that  vast  amount  of  power  ne- 
cessary to  be  placed  in  its  hands,  can  refuse  to 
put  this  additional  power  into  the  hands  of  one  in 
whom  there  is  so  much  confidence. 

In  ray  judgment,  Mr.  Speaker,  even  if  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  d«es  not  sell  one  single 
dollar  ofgold  in  this  way,  still  the  very  fact  that 
the  stock-jobbers  of  the  country  know  that  that 
power  is  in  his  hands  and  can  be  used  at  any 
time,  will  do  a  good  deal  toward  preventing  spec- 
ulation in  gold,  and  will  very  much  reduce  its 
price.  I  do  not  anticipate  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  will  find  it  necessary  to  dispose  of 
any  considerable  amount  of  gold.  At  all  events 
I  feel  certain  that.he  will  not  dispose  of  any  that 
there  is  any  reasonable  chance  of  his  needing  to 
redeem"  the  matuijng  obligations  of  his  Depart- 
ment.- But,  as  I  said  just  now,  even  if  he  does 
not  sell  a  single  dollar  ofgold,  the  fact  of  his  hav- 
ing the  power  to  do  so  will  be  productive  of  great 
good. 

For  these  reasons,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  opposed 
to  the  proposition  adopted  on  motion  of  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Boutwell,]  and  am  in  favor  of  the 
Senate  amendment  giving  this  power  to  the  Sec- 
retary. I  do  not  say  that  I  should  be  in  favor  of 
his  exercising  it.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  will 
exercise  it  often.  Perhaps  he  would  never  exer- 
cise it.  We  know  his  carefulness.  We  know  his 
prudence.  We  know  his  desire  to  provide  for  all 
the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury,  prospective  as  well 
as  in  the  present.  Knowing  that,  I  do  not  see 
howany  gentleman  on  this  side  of  the  Flouse  can 
think  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  ex- 
ercise that  power  unwisely  by  selling  gold  that 
the  Treasury  may  require.  '  If  there  is  more  gold 
on  hand  than  can  be  required,  it  certainly  would 
be  wise  to  sell  it;  and  when  it  is  sold  the  effects 
of  that  act  will  be  seen  on  the  market. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,if  there  v/as  a  large  surplus 
of  $20,000,000  of  gold  in  the  Treasury,  what 
\yould  be  the  benefit  of  selling  it  at  the  present 
time  as  affecting  our  pecuniary  interests?  Even 
supposing  that  it  did  not  result  in  reducing  the 
price  of  gold  much,  it  would  at  least  have  the 
effect  of  putting  in  the  Treasury  from  thirty  to 
thirty-three  millions  of  actual  capital,  and  saving 
the  interest  on  it  for  several  months,  till  next 
July.  If  we  have  $20,000,000  of  gold  in  the 
Ti-easury  which  we  can  spare,  and  which  will 
not  be  needed  till  next  July,  and  if  we  sell  that 
gold  at  its  present  price,  and  there  should  be  no  va- 
riation in  prices  between  nowand  then,  we  should 
have  the  advantage  of  the  use  of  $30,000,000  or 
more,  and  save  four  months'  interest  upon  it, 
which,  at  two  per  cent.,  would  be  $000,000  or 
more.  Is  not  that  worth  saving?  Every  man 
can  cipher  ou*  that  advantage,  and  see  that  it  is 
exactly  so.  If  we  have  $20,000,000  in  gold  now 
to  spare,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sees 
that  It  will  not  be  wanted  till  July,  then  he  can  not 
ordy  save  six  or  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 
in  interest,  but  also  relieve  the  Government  from 
so  much  of  its  present  indebtedness.  That  will 
be  a  large  ami  positive  saving,  besides  promoting 
the  credit  of  the  Government;  because  every  dol- 
lar you  can  avoid  going  into  the  market  and  obtain- 
ing by  loan  help-s  tiie  credit  of  the  Government  so 


much,  and  this  is  no  inconsiderable  benefit  to  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  to  metliatthis  is  a  plain 
proposition  so  far  as  that  goes.  Then  I  say  that 
we  have  a  right  to  governmental  protection  againiSt 
these  speculations.  The  merchants  of  the  country, 
the  manufacturers  of  the  country,  the  business 
people  of  the  country,  have  a  right  to  expect  that 
the  Government  will  do  all  it  can  to  protect  them 
against  the  spirit  of  speculation. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  not  received  a  letter  from  a 
single  merchant,  I  have  not  found  an  individual 
who  had  large  possessions  and  large  business  in- 
terests, who  does  not  feel  that  this  power  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  if 
properly  exercised,  will  be  productive  of  good. 
Not  an  individual  of  large  business  interests  1  have 
conversed  with,  not  a  correspondent  of  that  char- 
acter, and  I  have  many  such  all  over  the  country, 
with  one  exception,  and  that  is  a  gentleman  who 
has  long  since  retired  from  active  mercantile  busi- 
ness, ttiough  formerly  a  gentlerryin  of  large  busi- 
ness connections — with  that  single  exception  I 
have  not  received  a  letter  that  has  not  advised  this 
thing  as  productive  of  considerable  good. 

As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  think  that  it  will  be 
productive  of  such  vast  results  as  some  thinlc  for; 
that,  independent  and  alone,  it  will  not  accom- 
f>lish  very  much.  But  it  is  as  certain  as  we  live, 
as  certain  as  that  time  rolls  on ,  that  unless  we  pro- 
tect the  currency  of  the  country  in  every  possible 
way,  and  raise  by  taxation  all  we  can  to  give  an 
earnest  to  the  people  of  our  purpose  and  determ- 
ination to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  Government 
in  every  possible  manner;  I  say  that  unless  we  do 
that  before  Congress  adjourns,  you  will  see  the 
paper  of  this  Government  not  worth  in  gold  fifty 
cents  on  the  dollar.  No,  sir,  not  worth  fifty  cents 
on  the  dollar.  With  such  immense  resources  as 
we  have,  such  unbounded  wealth,  with  such  pa- 
triotism as  the  people  exhibit,  if  we  will  only  sup- 
ply, by  taxation  and  such  incidental  legislation  as 
this  measure  proposes,  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
mentat  the  present  time,  we  shall  sustain  the  credit 
of  the  Government  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  as 
the  credit  of  no  Government  ever  was  sustiiined 
through  such-a  trial  since  the  world  began.  But 
everything  depends  upon  our  legislation.  If  we 
do  not  give  adequate  legislation,  then  we  have 
everything  to  fear  and  nothing  to  hope. 

I  will  conclude  by  saying  that  I  do  hope  the  res- 
olution as  it  came  from  the  Senate  will  be  adopted 
by  the  House.  If  we  were  unwise  the  other  day 
in  passing  a  resolution  which  we  did,  I  hope  that 
the  House  will  be  wise  enough,  if  convinced  that 
it  was  wrong,  to  back  out  of  that  action,  and  not 
adhere  to  it  on  account  of  any  pride  of  opinion. 
We  have  everything  to  encourage  and  guide  us  in 
the  history  and  experience  of  other  nations,  and 
in  their  example,  guided  by  the  light  of  their  ex- 
perience, we  may  see  the  way  to  a  safe  solution  of 
our  embarrassments.  With  such  boundless  re- 
sources and  unexampled  energies  as  the  American 
people  possess,  nothing  can  ruin  or  even  cripple 
us  but  insufficient  or  misjudged  legislation. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  desi- 
rable that  the  vote  should  be  taken  this  evening, 
and  after  making  the  remarks  I  design  to  submit, 
I  intetid  to  demand  the  previous  question.  I  un- 
derstand that  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  They  will  liave  their 
hour  for  reply. 

Mr.  HULBURD.  I  am  opposed  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution  as  it  has  come  back  from 
the  Senate.  If  the  resolution  must  pass  at  all,  I 
greatly  prefer  it  in  the  shape  in  which  it  left  this 
House,  the  shape  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bout-(vell.]  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  who  has  just  spoken 
[Mr.  Alley]  said  that  his  correspondence  indi- 
cates that  it  IS  very  desirable  that  this  resolution 
should  pass  as  it  came  from  the  Senate.  I  wish 
to  say  to  him  that  I  have  correspondence  which 
indicates  entirely  a  different  thing.  1  hold  in  my 
hand  now  a  paper  written  by  a  gentleman  from 
New  York — and  who  is  not  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  either; — who  says  that  if  this  measure 
passes  in  the  shape  the  Senate  gave  it,  gold  in  the 
city  of  Now  York  will  be  two  liundred  percent, 
within  sixty  days;  that  the  very  fact  that  that 
resolution  requires  that  thei-e  shall  be  five  days' 
notice  of  sale  given  will  give  the  brokers  in  New 
York  ample  time  to  prepare  themselves  to  take 
up  any  amount  ofgold  which  the  Secretary  has 


in  his  vaults  to  dispose  of,  and  that  instead  of  de- 
preciating gold  it  will  positively  tend  to  raise  the 
price. 

But  there  is  another  objection  to  this  measure. 
The  act  of  1862  pledged  the  application  of  this 
gold  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
and  one  per  cent.,  by  way  of  a  sinking  fund,  in 
all  time  to  come,  on  the  entire  debt  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. This  resolution  of  the  Senate  ignores 
the  latter  provision  of  that  act.  Its  passage  will 
be  a  fatal  stab  to  the  credit  of  this  Government, 
and  I  adjure  members  of  this  House  to  pause  be- 
fore they  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
this  resolution.  If  we  must  confer  such  a  power 
let  us  give  it  in  a  proper  and  legitimate  manner, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  proposes 
to  do  it,  having  regard  to  the  pledge  of  the  public 
faith  made  by  the  act  of  1862.  Any  departure 
from  that  will  swing  us  loose  from  our  moorings 
and  jeopardize  and  shake  the  financial  credit, 
faith,  and  stability  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  agree  with  my  colleague 
who  addressed  the  House  this  morning  [Mr. 
Alley]  that  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution 
as  it  comes  from  the  Senate  will  have  some  effect 
upon  the  price  ofgold;  but  I  believe  that  the  ef- 
fect will  be  temporary  only.  The  condition  of 
this  country,  its  necessities  and  its  fortunes,  jus- 
tify an  attempt,  at  least,  to  put  its  financial  affairs 
upon  a  broader  basis  than  is  contemplated  by 
this  resolution,  eithfr  as  it  went  from  the  Flouse 
or  with  the  amendment  introduced  by  the  Senate. 

It  is  a  peculiar  circumstance  that  thus  far  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  not  publicly  com- 
mitted in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  measure. 
My  opposition  to  granting  authority  to  the  Secre- 
tary to  sell  gold  does  not  proceed  from  the  appre- 
hension that  he  will  exercise  the  authority  un- 
faithfully, or  intentionally  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
public  interest;  but  I  am  opposed  to  granting  this 
power  because,  in  the  first  place, -I  think  we  have 
no  right  to  grant  it.  I  do  not  speak  of  right  in 
the  sense  of  power,  but  I  mean  to  say  that  we 
have  no  moral  right  to  grant  the  authority.  In  the 
next  place,  if  I  were  satisfied  that  we  had  the  right 
I  should  still  think  it  unwise  in  the  highest  de- 
gree to  exercise  it. 

It  has  been  observed  that  when  this  resolution 
passed  the  House  and  went  to  the  Senate,  gold 
advanced  from  three  to  five  per  cent,  in  the  markets 
of  New  York.  On  Saturday  it  declined  six  or 
seven  per  cent,  below  the  highest  rate  previously 
attained.  I  trust  no  man  will  be  influenced  in  his- 
vote  by  a  fact  of  this  character,  for  it  can  be  ex- 
plained in  several  ways.  It  may  be  explained  by 
supposing  that  the  men  who  deal  in  gold,  having 
the  opinion — the  honest  opinion  very  likely — that 
the  passage  of  this  measure  will  produce  a  tempo- 
rary depreciation  in  the  price,  prepared  themselves 
for  that  event.  Or  the  rise  in  price  may  have  been 
a  device  on  their  part  to  secure  a  grant  of  author- 
ity to  the  Secretary  to  make  the  proposed  sales. 
But  it  does  not  follow  that  the  passage  of  this 
resolution  in  either  shape — the  shape  in  which  it 
passed  the  House  or  that  in  which  it  passed  the 
Senate — is  calculated  to  affect  permanently  the 
price  ofgold.  We  are  to  judge  the  measure  with 
reference  to  its  effect  upon  the  country  generally, 
and  through  a  long  period  of  time.  In  what  I 
say,  I  address  myself  to  a  condition  of  war.  If 
we  soon  obtain  peace,  as  I  trust  we  may  by  the 
success  of  our  arms,  the  character  of  our  financial 
measures  will  be  comitaratively  unimportant. 
Considering  the  resources  of  the  country,  the  ca- 
pacity of  its  people,  and  its  productive  power  in  a 
time  of  peace,  we  feel  assured  that  the  nation  can 
rise  superior  to  the  effects  of  unfortunate  or  even 
unwise  legislation;  but  in  discussing  this  measure 
I  addi'ess  myself  to  the  probable  condition  of  the 
country  should  the  war  continue  not  only  during 
the  year  1864  but  also  during  the  year  1865. 

If  the  war  shall  or  shall  not  thus  continue,  what 
is  to  be  the  condition  of  the  country  in  reference  to 
the  supply  and  use  of  coin?  In  the  financial  year  of 
1804-05  there  is  to  be  a  demand  for  coin  to  the 
extent  of  $85,000,000.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  estimated  the  receipts  from  (he  custom- 
houses for  the  same  period  of  time  at  $70,000,000, 
showing  a  deficit  of  $15,000,000. 

Sir,  I  never  heard  of  this  bill  until  the  morning 
when  it  was  called  up  for  consideration  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  on  which  I 
submitted  my  amendment  to  the  House.  When 
theresokuion  was  presented  my  mind  went  back  to 
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certain  tlioughts  I  liatl  had  touching  our  finances, 
one  of  wliich  was  thai  the  time  was  coming  when  it 
would  be  difficult  for  tlie  Government  to  secure  spe- 
cieenougli  to  meet  its  liabilities.  1  hadsuggested 
privately  to  my  colleague  who  is  upon  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Hooper]  the 
propriety  of  imposing  a  tax  on  cotton  to  be  paid 
in  specie.  I  thought  that  .such  a  tax  might  give 
us  from  twenty  to  forty  million  dollars  in  specie, 
which  might  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt  in  coin.  In  this 
connection,  and  naturally,  I  was  led  to  reflect  on 
the  measure  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  I  supposed  that  instead  of  a  surplus 
of  coin  in  the  next  sixteen  months  there  would 
be  a  deficiency.  Speculators,  who  are  not  respons- 
ible for  the  financial  condition  of  the  country,  may 
give  advice,  either  wise  or  unwise,  without  care 
or  thought;  but  I  feel  bound  to  submit  that,  in 
accordance  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  principles  of  liberty  wliich  we  have  in- 
herited from  our  ancestors  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  the  responsibility  for  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country  rests  upon  this  House; 
and  I  submit  deferentially  thai  whoever  upon 
this  floor  takes  into  consideration  tlie  financial 
condition  of  the  country  until  July  next  only,  and 
omits  the  year  that  is  to  follow,  fails  to  compre- 
hend the  great  facts  upon  which  the  safety  of  the 
Republic  rests.  We  must  l^ok  to  the  next  year 
as  well  as  to  this.  Sir,  1  was-  bred  to  business, 
and  early  instructed  in  tlie  principle  or  rule  of 
commercial  safety,  that  a  merchant  who  has  a 
surplus  of  funds  which  he  does  not  need  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  his  immediate  liabilities,  but 
who  has  paper  maturing  the  next  month  or  the 
month  after,  instead  of  going  into  the  market  and 
loaning  his  temporary  surplus  to  his  neighbor,  or 
investing  it  in  stocks  or  real  estate,  should  go  to 
liis  creditors  and  anticipate  his  indebtedness,  and 
tlius  provide  for  his  liabilities  and  sustain  his 
credit. 

Is  not  the  Government  to-day  in  the  position 
of  a  debtor  who  has  more  money  than  he  needs 
at  the  moment,  but  who  will  be  called  upon  in 
the  next  four,  six,  or  twelve  months  to  pay  an 
amount  whicli  he  cannot  obtain  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business  during  the  months  when  the 
indebtedness  is  to  mature-.' 

The  purpose  of  this  resolution,  as  adopted  by 
the  House,  is  to  relieve  the  Treasury  of  a  tempo- 
rary surplus  which,  it  is  alleged  by  ihe  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means — and  the  force  of  their 
statement  I  did  not  fail  to  see — is  affecting  unfa- 
vorably the  business  of  the  country.  It  was  my 
purpose,  by  anticipating  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest coupons  from  time  to  time,  to  carry  the 
temporary  surplus  of  the  present  financial  year 
over  to  the  year  1864-65,  when,  according  to  the 
estimates  of  the  Secretary,  there  will  be  a  defi- 
ciency. I  thouglit  it  a  wise  proposition.  I  sub- 
mit deferentially  to  the  House  that  the  facts  have 
not  changed.  A  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Hooper,]  whom  I  honor 
as  my  colleague,  stated  to  the  House  in  the  ori- 
ginal debate  that  there  would  be  a  surplus  of  from 
ten  to  twelve  million  dollars  on  the  1st  of  July 
next.  This  surplus  of  $12,000,000,  added  to  the 
estimated  receipts  for  the  year  1864-65,  makes  an 
aggregate  of  $82,000,000.  You  will  be  called  to 
pay,  during  the  year  1864-65,  $85,000,000;  so 
that,  if  these  estimates  are  correct,  there  will  still 
be  a  deficit  of  $3,000,000. 

And  now  the  proposition  submitted  to  the  House 
and  the  country  i.s,  that  instead  of  applying  this 
temporary  surplus  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  to  the 
payment  of  coupons  that  are  to  be  paid  in  coin 
unless  the  Government  intends  to  repudiate,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  go  into  the  market 
and  sell  this  coin.  One  of  two  things  must  then 
happen  if  these  estimates  are  true  and  if  the  war 
continues — and  all  that  I  say  is  on  that  assump- 
tion— you  will  either  refuse  in  the  y('ar  18G4-65 
to  pay  your  interest  in  coin,  or  you  will  go  into 
the  market  and  buy  coin  for  the  purpose  at  the 
cheapest  price  at  which  you  can  get  it.  This 
Government  is  in  the  condition  in  regard  to  money 
in  which  it  would  be  in  reference  to  bread  for  the 
Army  if  there  was  a  short  crop  of  grain,  and  the 
Government,  having  control  of  a  quantity  ncccs- 
Bnry  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Army,  and  more 
than  could  bo  used  within  the  next  three  months, 
but  not  having  a  Hurpliis  beyond  the  requirements 
of  the  next  twelve  months,  should,  in  order  to 


force  down  the  price,  sell  that  which  it  had  in 
store,  put  it  into  the  hands  of  speculators  ready 
to  buy  it,  and  then  trust  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
greedy  men  when  the  exigencies  of  the  country 
should  demand  bread  for  the  Army  at  any  cost. 

We  have,  temporarily,  a  surplus  of  money. 
And  what  is  the  proposition.'  To  take  ten  or 
twelve  millions,  a  temporary  surplus,  put  it  into 
the  markets  of  New  York,  sell  it  to  the  specula- 
tors who  will  make  a  ring  large  enough  to  buy  it, 
(they  can  hold  it  for  six  months  for  two  and  a 
half  or  three  percent.,)  and  when  your  exigencies 
come,  when  the  day  of  your  distress  is  upon  you, 
as  it  will  be,  if  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  are  right,  you  will  be  in  the  power 
of  these  men.  I  ask  whether  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  are  prepared  to  authorizea  measure 
so  fruitful  of  disaster  if  the  war  shall  continue.' 

It  is  said  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
not  likely  to  act  under  your  authority.  There  is 
no  man  on  this  floor  whose  confidence  in  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  exceeds  mine.  I  have  known 
him  personally,  I  have  known  him  somewhat  in- 
timately, and  1  believe  that  no  public  oflicer,  from 
the  establishment  of  the  Government  till  now, 
has  exercised  his  high  trusts  with  a  more  sincere 
and  conscientious  regard  for  the  interests  of  the 
country.  But  it  is  not  the  oflicer  that  is  to  be 
clothed  with  this  authority;  it  is  the  ofiice.  I 
am  free  to  say  that  I  do  not  mean  to  vote  to  intrust 
any  public  oflicer  with  authority  except  on  the 
ground  of  necessity;  and  while  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  give  my  vote  for  all  necessary  authority  to  en- 
able the  Executive  to  carry  on  this  war;  while  I 
am  not  troubled  with  the  suspension  of  the  wilt 
of  habeas  corpus;  while  I  have  no  apprehension 
that  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  the  country  are 
to  be  wrested  from  them,  I  yet  maintain  that  it  is 
no  time,  when  we  are  conferring  great  and  unex- 
ampled powers  on  executive  officers  that  are  ne- 
cessary to  be  conferred,  to  confer  upon  them  also 
powers  that  are  unnecessary.  This  is  the  time, 
if  ever,  to  withhold  authority  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary, in  order  that  if  it  should  happen  that  there 
should  be  an  attempt  to  abuse  any  of  the  powers 
which  in  good  faith  we  have  granted,  we  may  still 
have  in  our  hands  the  means  of  reclaiming  those 
abused  powers  from  unfaithful  public  servants. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  desire  to  ask  my  colleague  if 
he  knows  anything  more  necessary  than  to  pro- 
tect the  currency  of  the  country  in  the  present 
emergency,  and  whether  he  does  not  believe,  as 
we  do,  that  the  possession  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  powers  that  we  propose  to  give 
him,  would,  to  some  extent  at  least,  protect  the 
currency .' 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  will  say  to  my  colleague 
in  all  frankness  that  if  I  had  no  more  faith  in  the 
efficacy  of  this  measure  than  was  expressed  by 
him  in  his  remarks  to-day,  I  certainly  should  not 
vote  for  it.  I  do  notthink  this  measure  necessary 
to  ))rotect  the  currency.  It  will  prove  a  pallia- 
tive, not  a  remedy. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Will  my  colleague  answer  me 
further.'  Does  he  not  believe,  if  tlie  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  should  not  exercise  that  power,  the 
fact  of  his  possessing  that  power  will  prevent,  to 
a  considerable  extent,  speculation  in  gold.' 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  The chiefelement which 
enters  into  speculation  everywiiere  is  uncertainly 
Uncertainty  is  the  basis  of  speculation.  This 
measure,  as  it  comes  from  the  Senate,  introduces 
into  the  business  of  the  country  a  new  element  of 
uncertainty,  to  wit,  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  Would  not  our  finances  be  in  a 
firmer  condition  by  the  passage  of  the  House  bill, 
without  the  Senate  amendments,  than  its  passage 
with  those  amendments,  and  be  a  greater  check 
upon  speculation  in  the  public  credits  .'  When  a 
surplus  of  gold  had  accumulated  would  not  the 
anticipation  of  payment,  and  making  paymentin 
amount  as  paper  should  demand,  be  far  more 
powerful  in  controlling  the  market  than  to  allow 
the  purchase  of  Government  paper  at  the  lowest 
price  it  could  be  obtained  at  in  market.' 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  give  an  affirmative  answer 
to  those  questions  as  far  as  I  understand  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  saying,  when  interrupted, 
that  one  of  the  chief  ehsments  of  speculation  is 
uncertainty.  We  know  very  well  that  the  pre- 
miums on  maritime  risk.s  in  time  of  war  are  not 
based  upon  actual  losses  from  privateers, but  upon 
the  a|iprchensiona  aiul  fears  of  the  und.  i  u'liter.s 


of  what  those  losses  may  possibly  be.  Now,  if 
you  give  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
power  to  sell  gold  in  addition  to  the  power  he 
now  has  to  buy  gold,  it  will  always  be  an  ele- 
ment of  uncertainty  in  the  gold  market  in  addi- 
tion to  those  elements  which  exist  at  present; 
and  a  merchant  or  speculator  buying  gold  or  sell- 
ing gold  will  always  take  into  account  the  fact 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  go  into 
the  market  and  buy  or  sell  gold  and  force  it  tem- 
porarily above  or  below  the  price  at  which  it  was 
iield  on  the  day  of  the  sale  or  purchase. 

There  is  yet  another  objection  to  giving  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  this  power.  We  do 
not  know  whether  he  will  exercise  it  or  not;  and 
this  House  ought  not  to  confer  power  unless  it 
believes  that  an  exigency  will  exist  when  he 
ought  to  exercise  it.  I  believe  no  such  exigency 
can  exist  while  the  law  of  1862  remains  upon  the 
statute-book.  On  the  25th  of  February,  1862,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  passed  a  loan  bill 
asking  the  country  and  the  world  to  furnish 
$500,000,000  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  war. 
In  that  bill  we  introduced  two  pledges.  The 
first  was  that  nothing  butcoip  should  be  received 
in  payment  of  custom-house  duties.  Secondly, 
that  this  coin  should  be  appropriated,  first  to  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and 
secondly,  that  a  sinking  fund  should  be  created 
by  the  use  of  the  coin  in  purchase  of  bonds  equal 
to  one  per  cent,  of  the  whole  public  debt.  The 
balance,  if  any,  was  to  go  into  the  general  Treas- 
ury. What  is  the  proposition  wliich  comes  to 
us  from  the  Senate.'  It  contains,  to  be  sure,  a 
promise  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  but  no  attention  is  given  to  the 
second  great  pledge,  the  establishment  of  a  sink- 
ing fund,  which  each  year  should  be  increased  in 
an  amount  equal  to  one  per  cent,  of  the  public 
debt.  The  redemption  of  this  pledge  will  require 
for  the  years  1863-64  and  1864-65  not  less  than 
$15,000,000.  I  ask  gentlemen  in  all  sincerity  how 
they  are  to  defend  themselves  to  their  constituents 
and  to  the  world  if  they  disregard  this  solemn  ob- 
ligation.'  Is  there  any  defense.'   1  know  of  none. 

A  gentleman,  in  endeavoring  to  satisfy  me  that 
this  bill  ought  to  pass,  assures  me  that  the  world 
does  not  know  that  we  have  made  this  pledge.  I 
cannot  say  whether  the  world  knows  it  or  not.  I 
know  it.  Thisissufficientforme.  I  know  thatthis 
pledge  was  made,  and  therefore,  so  long  as  I  have 
power,  1  intend  to  keep  it.  1  will  attempt  to  keep 
it  though  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
make  no  provision  therefor.  I  ask  what  defense, 
what  excuse,  what  justification  is  offered  .'  Is  it 
said  that  theGovernment  intends  to  secure  thisgold 
at  a  cheaper  rate  by  and  by.'  I  ask  my  colleague 
on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  if  to-mor- 
row I  were  to  give  him  a  bond  under  seal  that  I 
would  convey  to  him  in  fee  in  one  year  a  certain 
estate,  and  the  next  day  he  slio.uld  hear  that  I  had 
conveyed  it  by  warranty  deed  to  a  third  person, 
would  he  not  feel  that  at  that  very  moment  I  had 
violated  my  faith  .' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Suppose  the  piece  of  property 
was  to  be  conveyed  a  year  hence,  and  he  conclude 
to  sell  it  to  somebody  else,  have  I  a  right  to  say 
anything  before  the  year  comes  round,  and  before 
I  see  whether  or  not  he  has  then  anything  to  pay 
with.' 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  The  gentleman  will  ob- 
serve that  that  is  a  different  case  entirely  from 
this,  because  here  the  law  says  that  "  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  July,  1862,"  the  Government  will 
do  so  and  so.  The  day  of  performance  has  already 
passed.  Nearly  two  years  have  transpired,  and 
you  have  not  yet  taken  the  first  stop  toward  the 
creation  of  this  sinking  fund.  And  now  when 
you  say  youhave  twelve  or  twenty  millions  ofgold, 
and  that  you  do  not  need  it  for  paying  interest,  I 
turn  to  the  statute  and  ask  you  why  you  do  not 
establish  the  sinking  fund  which  you  have  agreed 
to  establish. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  a 
moment.' 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  wish  to  say  one  word 
more  to  my  colleague  upon  the  committee  before 
I  yield.  Would  not  my  colleague,  [Mr.  FIooper,] 
whenever  he  found  that  1  had  conveyed  away  the 
estate  by  warranty  deed  to  a  third  person,  say  I- 
had  already  violated  my  obligation,  although  lie 
would  have  no  legal  right  to  call  upon  me  for  a 
performance  of  the  condition  of  my  bond  before 
the  year  transpired  .'     if  incidentally  he  should 
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mention  the  matter  to  me  and  1  should  say,  "I 
am  a  rich  man;  but  I  happened  to  be  a  little  em- 
barrassed and  thought  it  convenient  to  get  some 
money  more  economically  tlian  by  borrowing, 
and  iience  sold  this  estate  in  the  market,  but  in  a 
year  I  shall  be  in  funds,  and  then  I  will  repur- 
chase this  properly  and  convey  it  to  you,  and  so 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  my  bond,"  would 
he  not  have  a  right  to  complain?  Who  does  not 
see  that  it  migiit  be  out  of  my  power  to  comply 
witii  my  obligations?  If  to-day  I  could  repur- 
chase the  property,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
party  owning  the  property  will  not  change  his 
mind.  Or  he  may  die  and  his  heirs  or  trustees 
may  be  the  parties  with  whom  I  should  have  to 
deal,  and  my  colleague  might  be  compelled  to  go 
into  court  and  seek  damages  for  the  loss  of  the 
land  which  I  had  promised  him. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  1  rise  to  answer  the  question. 
I  should  say,  if  I  heard  he  had  made  the  transac- 
tion such  as  he  represented,  knowing  him  so  well, 
I  should  not  believe  it  unless  I  had  it  from  his 
own  lips. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  You  surely  ought  to  have 
as  much  confidence  in  the  faith  of  your  country 
as  in  mine. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  But  I  desire  to  ask  my  col- 
league how  he  proposes  to  put  this  amount  into 
the  sinking  fund  in  gold?  I  want  to  know  the 
mode  and  manner  of  doing  it?  I  ask  him  asaman 
of  business,  if  he  were  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, how  he  would  do  it? 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  have  thought  of  the 
mode.  Tlic  law  is  not  explicit,  but  I  suppose  the 
inteiuion  to  be  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
should  take  the  surplus  of  gold,  and,  after  paying 
the  interest  on  the  public  tlebt,  buy  bonds  in  the 
market  and  set  them  aside,  stamp  them  as  belong- 
ing to  the  sinking  fund,  pay  the  interest  each  six 
months,  and  invest  the  interest  and  the  annual  one 
per  cent,  of  the  capital  of  the  debt  in  additional 
bonds,  to  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  each  six 
months  afterwards.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
would  be  competent  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  purchase  the  United  States  notes  with  the 
gold,  and  then  with  the  notes  purchase  the  Gov- 
ernment bonds.  I  say  1  do  not  know  whether  the 
Secretary  would  be  authorized  to  ^lo  this.  What 
I  do  know  is  that  he  would  have  the  right  to  take 
the  gold  and  buy  the  bonds.  Whether  he  has 
a  right  to  take  the  intermediate  steps  is  not  so 
clear. 

Another  objection  I  have  to  granting  this  power 
is,  that  while  I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  know  very  well  he 
dould  not  personally  execute  this  trust.  He  must 
employ  agents.  I  do  not  know  whether  those 
agents  will  be  trustworthy  or  not,  though  I  know 
he  would  adopt  every  safeguard  in  his  powef. 
On  the  other  hand  I  know  all  the  markets  of  spec- 
ulation would  be  agitated  to  their  very  depths  in 
order  to  ascertain  what  the  purposes  of  the  Sec- 
retary were. 

.  Mr.  STEVENS.  Does  not  the  Secretary  now 
employ  agents  to  keep  all  this  gold? 

Mr.BOUTWELL.  Do  not  misunderstand  me. 
I  say  that  when  he  purposes  to  make  a  sale  of 
gold  lie  must  employ  somebody  to  do  it.  He  can- 
not do  it  himself,  and  therefore  the  information 
that  gold  is  to  be  sold  must  be  communicated  to 
at  lea£t  one  person  and  when  it  is  communicated 
to  one  person  we  do  not  know  how  many  other 
persons  may  get  the  information. 

This  is  a  matter  which  affects  not  only  the  price 
of  gold,  but  also  all  the  business  relations  of  the 
country.  It  is  not  possible  to  affect  the  price  of 
gold  permanently  unless  you  first  or  simultane- 
ously affect  the  price  of  exchange.  Our  exports 
during  the  last  year  amounted  to  nearly  P32,000,- 
000,  including  foreign  merchandise  exported,  es- 
timated in  the  currency  of  the  country.  Our  im- 
ports were  over  |252,000,000,  estimated  in  the  gold 
currency  of  other  countries.  There  was  a  balance 
against  U3, which  was  met  by  the  exportof  specie, 
to  the  amount  of  Jli.'')4, 000,000.  If  a  merchant  has 
exchange  which  is  payable  in  gold  in  Great  Brit- 
ain, he  can  command  gold  there<5  and  if  he  cannot 
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buy  gold  here  as  cheaply  as  he  can  get  it  thej-e, 
he  will  get  it  there.  Therefore,  I  submit  the  propo- 
sition, based  upon  all  the  experience  of  this  coun- 
try and  of  the  world,  that  gold  cannot  rule  higher 
permanently  than  exchange.  The  price  of  ex- 
change is  based  upon  the  exports  and  imports  of 
the  country.  Whenever  your  exports  are  greater 
than  your  imports,  you  can  bringdown  the  price 
of  gold,  and  you  cannotpermanently  reduce  it  by 
any  other  means.  A  sale  of  State  or  national 
bonds  abroad  will  yield  exchange  and  reduce  the 
price  of  gold. 

Now,  sir,  I  believe,  even  if  this  war  goes  on, 
that  there  will  be  a  changed  and  more  favorable 
condition  in  our  financial  affairs.  We  have  in- 
formation that  the  receipts  of  cotton  from  the 
South  amount  to  about  eight  thousand  bales  a 
week.  The  necessities  of  the  country  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  do  not  exceed  four  thousand  bales. 
We  shall  soon  be  exporting  cotton  at  the  rate  of 
three  or  four  thousand  bales  a  week,  which  will 
yield  us  seven  or  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 
in  exchange.  In  the  next  place,  we  have  been 
importing  a  great  quantity  of  linen  and  woolen 
goods  and  wool,  on  all  of  which  duties  have  been 
paid,  and  for  which  our  exports  have  been  sent 
abroad.  We  shall  gradually  diminish  these  im- 
ports when  our  mills  begin  to  run,  and  the  use 
of  cotton  is  restored  to^what  it  was  previous  to 
the  opening  of  the  war.  These  facts  tend  to  show 
that  hereafter  the  exchange  will  be  in  our  favor — 
that  the  price  of  gold  will  be  gradually  reduced, 
that  our  imports  will  be  diminished,  that  the  rev- 
enue derived  from  the  custom-houses  will  be  re- 
duced, and  thereby  the  means  of  the  Government 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  in  coin  will  be 
lessened  also.  In  these  facts  we  find  a  reason  why 
we  should  not  throw  the  millions  of  surplus  coin 
we  now  have  into  the  market.  I  regard  this  meas- 
ure, then,  as  a  temporary  expedient,  but  as  one 
not  calculated  to  produce  beneficial  results  for  a 
long  period  of  time. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  a  statement 
with  reference  to  measures  of  public  policy  vi^hich 
seem  important,  and  which  I  think  will  gradu- 
ally and  ultimately  furnish  us  some  relief.  The 
first  is  economy.  I  do  not  care  to  dwell  upon  this 
topic,  but  it  is  in  this  House  that  economy  in  re- 
gard to  national  expenditures  must  be  practiced, 
if  it  is  practiced  anywhere. 

The  second  point  is  taxation.  If  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  shall  report  a  bill  embracing, 
in  some  degree,  the  principle  contained  in  the  res- 
olution offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Freeman  Clarke]  a  few  days  ago,  by  which 
the  revenue  shall  be  increased  to  two  or  three  hun- 
dred million  dollars  a  year,  we  shall  have  taken  a 
greatand  importantslep  toward  the  restoration  of 
our  finances. 

Next  it  is  a  pressing  necessity — I  do  notknow 
how  the  difficulty  is  to  be  met  and  overcome — but 
it  is  a  pressing  necessity  that  the  circulation  of 
paper  be  reduced.  When  the  war  opened  the  circu- 
lation of  paper  was  hardly  more  than  two  hundred 
million  dollars  issued  by  the  State  banks  of  the 
country.  The  last  report  brings  up  the  issue  by 
these  banks  to  |238,000,000.  We  have  issued 
something  lilce  four  hundred  million  of  United 
States  notes.  We  have  also  in  circulation  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  and  five  per  cent,  scrip,  re; 
deemable  in  one  and  two  years.  These  pass  from 
hand  to  hand,  and  enter  into  the  currency  of  the 
country.  The  latter  are  taken  up  by  the  banks  be- 
cause they  bear  interest,  and  the  banks  then  put 
into  circulation  the  non-bearing  interest  legal- 
tender  United  States  notes,  which  they  have  here- 
tofore retained  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  their 
circulation.  To  the  extent  of  the  issue  of  this 
paper. the  currency  of  the  country  has  been  in- 
creased. In  addition  to  that  we  are  now  inaugu- 
rating what  I  believe  to  be  in  itself  a  wise  system, 
and  one  which  ought  to  be  maintained,  but  which 
— I  am  speaking  of  the  national  bank  system — 
will  ultimately  increase  the  circulation  of  the 
country  #300,000,000. 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  under  such 
circumsttmccs  tlie  currency  of  the  country  appears 


to  be,  and  is  in  fact,  depreciating.  In  regard  to 
the  gold  speculators,  I  believe  that  in  the  run  of 
six  months  gold  is  neither  higher  nor  lower  on 
account  of  what  they  can  do.  They  work  on  a 
certain  basis,  which  is  the  value  of  exchange. 
They  may  for  a  few  days  force  gold  above  the 
price  of  exchange;  but  ultimately  the  price  of  gold 
in  the  market  depends  on  the  price  of  exchange, 
which  is  equivalent  to  gold;  and  the  rate  of  ex- 
change depends  upon  the  relation  between  the 
exports  and  imports. 

The  country  needs  about  |1,000,000  of  ex- 
change per  day,  while  the  demand  for  gold  is  only 
aboutone  fourth  as  much,  or,  considered  together, 
the  demand  for  foreign  exchange  and  for  gold  is 
about  one  and  one  fourth  million  dollars  per  day. 
The  supply  and  demand  for  exchange  must  there- 
fore fix  the  price  of  gold.  Therefore,  until  you 
can  do  something  to  decrease  the  rates  of  ex- 
change you  can  do  but  little  to  diminish  the  price 
of  gold. 

I  wish  to  make  one  suggestion,  and  I  do  it 
with  great  deference.  It  is,  whether  it  would  not 
be  wise,  under  existing  circumstances,  for  the 
Government  to  authorize  a  loan,  principal  and  in- 
terest payable  in  foreign  countries,  either  in  Lon- 
don, Hamburg,  or  Frankfort,  to  run  for  a  long 
time — say  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  years,  be- 
cause it  may  be^ twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  years 
before  the  Government  can  pay  the  entire  debt 
even  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances. 
This  loan  should  be  put  at  a  low  rate  of  interest, 
say  four  per  cent.,  which  would  be  a  cheap  rate 
for  the  Government.  The  bonds  should  not  be 
sold  in  the  outset,  because  if  you  sell  the  Gov- 
ernment securities  in  foreign  countries  for  a  given 
sum,  and  draw  against  those  securities  and  sell 
the  exchange  in  the  market,  you  force  down  the 
rate  of  exchange,  and  the  Government  is  a  loser;  ^ 
but  if  you  can  make  a  special  deposit  of  these 
bonds,  drawing  against  them  to  a  certain  amount, 
with  tlie  right  to  sell  the  bonds  whenever  you 
please,  and  then  put  the  exchange  into  the  market, 
the  effect  of  it  will  be  to  force  down  the  price  of 
exchange.  Exchang-e  being  forced  down,  gold 
will  follow,  because  theexchango  can  be  converted 
into  gold;  and  thus  you  do  something  to  strengthen 
the  Government, and  restore  a  better  relation  be- 
tween the  price  of  paper  and  the  price  of  gold. 

I  made  this  suggestion  to  a  banker,  and  his  re- 
ply was  this:  "The  bonds  might  as  well  be  sold 
on  tliis  side  of  the  Atlantic."  I  say,  no.  There 
is  a  very  material  difference;  it  is  this:  we  are 
bound  to  look  not  only  at  the  immediate  effects 
upon  business  by  the  loans  we  are  creating,  but 
we  are  bound  to  look  at  their  ultimate  and  per- 
manent effects.  In  the  beginning  of  the  war  it 
would  not  have  been  wise  to,  borrow  money 
abroad;  but  circumstances  have  changed  ,  and  it 
may  be  now  expedient 'to  do  that  which  in  the 
beginning  it  was  not  expedient  to  do.  It  is  for 
ourinterestthatall  money  borrowed  abroad  should 
be  borrowed  on  securities  that  cannot  be  readily 
sold  in  this  country. 

My  reason  for  the  opinion  is  this  :  if  our  pres- 
ent bonds  were  negotiated  abroad  upon  a  basis  of 
gold  at  sixty  percent,  premium, and  ifgoldshould 
fall  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  premium,  as  we  hope 
itwill  during  the  present  summer  should  we  have 
military  successes, the  bonds  would  be  sent  back  to 
this  country,  and  would  pay  a  large  profit  to  those 
who  had  bought  them  abroad.  The  return  of 
these  bonds  would  create  a  demand  for  gold  and 
exchange,  force  up  prices,  and  reinaugurate  the 
evils  against  which  we  are  now  con  tending.  I  think 
the  better  way  is  to  place  a  certain  amount  of  this 
loan  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  for  the  sake 
of  the  exchange,  by  which  we  can  force  down  the 
price  of  gold,  and  yet  put  that  loan  on  such  terms 
that  it  cannot  be  negotiated  in  this  country.  That 
can  be  done  by  making  interest  and  principal 
payable  abroad,  and  putting  the  interest  at  a  rate 
below  the  current  rates  in  this  country,  so  that 
people  here  would  be  reluctant  to  buy  it.  My 
suggestion  is,  that  if  we  can  create  a  four  percent, 
loan  of  one  or  two  hundred  millions  for  a  long 
period  of  time,  place  it  abroad,  draw  against  it, 
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force  down  the  price  of  exchange  and  the  price 
of  gold,  we  can  ultimately  sell  these  bonds  at  par. 

And  now,  in  conclusion,!  ask  the  House  to 
consider  which  of  the  two  measures  now  before 
us  is  best  calculated  to  strengthen  tlie  credit  of  the 
country.' 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  one  of  those  who  believe 
that  tl)is  nation  is  able  to  carry  a  debt  of  two, 
three,  or  four  tliousand  million  dollars,  pay  the 
interest  regularly, and  ullimately  pay  the  princi- 
pal. I  believnitcan  be  done  by  adhering  to  sound 
principles,  and  ihat  moral  as  well  as  financial  con- 
siderations must  enter  into  our  policy.  If  we 
have  pledged  the  nation's  faith  even  to  our  own 
lutrt  1  say  wo  should  keep  it.  If  other  nations, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  people  of  this  country,  in 
looking  at  our  legislation  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  security  they  have  for  their  claims  upon  our 
Treasury,  see  that  we  do  not  hesitate  when  an 
exigency  not  very  great  is  ujion  us  to  take  some 
portion  of  this  coin  which  we  have  pledged  to  a 
particular  use  and  devote  it  to  another  use,  will 
it  not  weaken  our  credit  abroad?  Will  not  the 
people  of  other  nations  Justly  say,  "There  is  no 
dependence  to  be  placed  upon  the  credit  of  the 
United  Slates  Government.'  Without  any  special 
exigency  they  have  already  taken  a  portion  of  the 
money  they  had  pledged  to  us  and  appropriated  it 
to  another  use;  and  how  can  we  tell  that  in  some 
exigency  that  may  arise  they  will  not  take  the  re- 
mainder, and  leave  us  to  receive  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  debt  they  owe  us  in  irredeemable 
paper  currency.'" 

But  if  on  the  contrary  these  nations,  in  looking 
at  our  legislation,  see  that  we  pay  our  interest  in 
coin  as  we  agreed,  and  having  ah  amount  of  coin 
on  hand  larger  than  is  required  to  pay  the  interest 
on  our  public  debt  we  devote  it  to  a  sinking  fund 
with  which  we  lay  a  foundation  for  the  rcdemp- 
tion'of  the  principal  of  that  debt;  if  they  see  that 
in  the  midst  of  a  war  the  magnitude  of  which  is 
sue.h  as  the  world  never  before  saw,  with  a  public 
debt  of  ten  or  twelve  hundred  millions,  we  not 
only  adhere  to  our  obligations  to  pay  the  interest 
in  coin  but  we  anticipate  that  interest,  it  will 
strengthen  our  credit  at  liome  and  abroad,  and 
enable  us  to  negotiate  loans  upon  favorable  terms. 

Mr.  Speaker,  is  there  any  man  who  can  com- 
pare the  results  which  will  be  likely  to  follow, 
and  which,  it  seems  to  me,  will  certainly  follow 
such  a  line  of  policy  as  I  have  marked  out,  with 
the  results  that  v/ill  follow  the  act  of  throwing 
some  ten  or  twelve  million  dollars  into  the  gam- 
bling shops  of  New  York  with  the  expectation 
that  it  will  reduce  tiie  price  of  gold  there  four  or 
five  per  cent.,  and  hesitate  as  to  the  course  he 
ought  to  pursue.'  If  these  men  in  future  should 
have  the  Govertmient  in  their  pov/er  they  will 
wring  the  last  drachma  of  your  jjossessions  from 
you.  What  gentleman  can  compare  these  results 
and  hesitate  in  deciding  which  course  will  be  most 
beneficial  to  the  Government 

Mr.  HOOPER.  One  might  suppose,  who  has 
listened  to  the  argument  of  my  distinguished  col- 
league, that  this  joint  resolution  proposed  that  the 
Secretary  of  thi>  Treasury  should  sell  the  coin 
which  was  pledged  for  the  jjaymenl  of  the  inter- 
est on  the  public  debt,  and  thereby  defraud  the 
holders  of  Government  securities  of  the  payment 
of  their  interest  in  coin,  to  which  the  faith  of  the 
Government  was  pledged  in  the  law  of  February 
25,  18G;2.  My  colleague  is  entirely  mistaken  in 
this  view.  Thejoint  resolution  distinctly  provides 
that  the  Secretary  shall  sell  only  the  sur[)lus  of 
coin,  if  there  be  any,  after  reserving  sufficient  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  any  other 
purposes  for  which  tlic  Governmenl  are  obliged 
to  pay  coin. 

Lit  us  look  at  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  at 
this  time.  There  i.s  on  hand,  in  coin,  |,22,500,000. 
It  appears  by  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  that  the  actual  receipts  for  the  quarter 
ending  30tli  September,  LSG.'l,  was  Ji,2-2,5G2,0I8  42; 
iti.s  safe  to  assume  that  the  quarter  ending  30tli 
June,  18G4,  will  bo  as  much;  so  that,  leaving  out 
of  this  estimate  the  receipts  for  the  remaining  half 
ofthe  present  month,  tliere  will  be  received  to  July 
1,  ]8G4,&22,50(),0()n;  nuiking,  with  what  is  already 
in  the  'i'reasury,  to  that  dat<;,  about  §45,000,000. 
I  have  here  an  accurate  statement  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  showing  Ihat  the  payments  for 
theintere.ston  the  public  debt  to  that  period  amount 
to$20,8J'J.')8,leavinganexceHHofabout$25,000,000 
on  the  1st  July,  provided  this  bill  i.s  lujt  jjasscd  to 


authorize  the  Treasurer  to  dispose  of  any  surplus 
that  is  not  required  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Let  us  look  further  and  see  how  the  Treasury 
will  stand  for  the  six  months  after  July  1,  and 
including  January,  1865.  Assuming  the  receipts 
to  be  the  same — and  I  fear  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  believe  the  imports  for  that  time  will 
not  be  diminished,  though  it  would  be  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  country  if  it  prove  otherwise — there 
would  be  $45,000,000  received  from  July  1  to  De- 
cember 31,  and  the  amount  of  interest  to  be  paid 
during  that  period,  including  also  January,  1865, 
according  to  the  same  estimate  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  will  be  $23,824,309  58.  The  state- 
ment of  interest  due  from  March  10  to  and  in- 
cluding January,  1865,  is  as  follows: 
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To  this  should  be  added  about  five  millions  of 
bonds  that  may  be  issued  from  this  time  to  July 
1,  on  which  the  first  six  months'  interest  will  be 
due  during  that  period,  making  the  total  amount 
of  interestdup  O'om  Jnlv  1  to  and  including  Jan- 
uary, 1865,  i^23,824,30<)' 58,  leavingan  additional 
amountof  surplus,  not  required  for  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  abeut  sixteen  millions;  making, 
together  with  the  previous  surplus,  over  forty 
millions. 

Having  shown  that  there  will  be  a  sufficient 
amount  of  coin,  in  all  hiunan  probability,  for  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt  for  the  last  six  months 
of  the  year,  without  relying  on  any  part  of  the 
amount  in  the  Treasury  prior  to  the  1st  of  July 
next,  I  will  confine  what  I  have  further  to  say  to 
the  condition  of  the  Treasury  at  this  time,  with 
$22,500,000  of  coin  in  its  vaults,  and  an  estimated 
^.imount  to  come  in  before  the  Ist  of  July,  in  ad- 
dition, sufficient  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of 
the  Treasury.  Much  as  I  admire  the  eloquence 
of  my  colleague,  I  have  more  faith  in  the  simple 
statement  of  these  figures;  and  if  the  members  of 
this  House  will  examine  theiri  they  cannot  fail  to 
be  satisfied  that  the  Secretary  may  dispose  of 
$20,000,000  of  the  coin  in  the  Treasury  between 
now  and  next  July  without  impairing  his  ability 
to  meet  all  requirements  for  the  interest  an  the 
public  debt  as  it  falls  due,  in  coin. 

But  my  colleague  says  instead  of  disposing  of 
this  surplus  amount  of  "coin  by  sale,  let  the  Sec- 
retary anticipate  the  payment  of  interest  to  the 
holders  of  the  Government  bonds,  with  or  without 
rebatement  of  ijiterest.  It  is  understood  that  the 
rate  of  inlercst  now  for  inuney  at  New  York  is 


five  per  cent,  in  currency;  with  that  condition  of 
the  money  market  how  many  holders  of  the  Gov- 
ernmenl bonds  are  likely  to  come  forward  to  re- 
ceive with  rebatement  the  interest  that  is  payable 
in  coin  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent.,  which  is  equal 
to  between  nine  and- ten  per  cent,  in  currency.' 
Will  you  tlien  have  them  jiaid  without  rebatement 
at  this  time  when  the  requisitions  on  theTreasurj'- 
DepartiTtent  amount  to  more  than  forty  millions, 
some  of  which  date  back  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, and  the  Department  is  without  the  means  of 
paying  them,  and  is  not  likely  to  have  the  yneans 
for  some  time  yet,  so  that  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  suftering  by  the  long  delay  to  meet  its 
obligations.'  Will  you  undertake  to  pay  the  bond- 
holders money  that  is  notdue  to  them,  and  which 
they  do  not  ask  for,  and  let  the  long-suffering 
creditors  to  whom  tlie  money  has  been  due  for 
weeks  and  months  continue  to  wail  for  their  pay.' 
It  is  an  actual  fact  that  part  of  the  requisitions 
which  are  due  and  unpaid,  because  the  Treasury 
has  not  at  this  time  the  means  to  pay  them,  are 
for  the  monthly  pay  of  the  soldiers,  while  yon 
have  in  the  Treasury  an  amount  in  coin  equal  to 
$30,000,000  of  currency  that  might  be  applied  to 
that  purpose  if  the  Senate  amendment  is  adopted. 
My  colleague  insists  upon  using  this  amount  to 
pay  the  bondholders,  with  or  without  rebatement 
of  interest,  to  whom  it  is  not  due,  and  to  leave 
the  soldiers  and  other  .creditors  of  tha  Govern- 
ment to  whom  the  money  is  overdue  still  to  wait. 
I  trust  this  House  will  concur  in  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  and  allow  these  creditors  to  be 
paid,  instead  of  paying  the  bondholders  for  inter- 
est which  is  not  due  them,  and  which  they  do  not 
ask  or  expect  to  be  paid  except  in  accordance 
with  their  bonds.  I  will  say  nothing  of  the  in- 
convenience it  would  be  to  the  Department  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt  in  anticipation  of 
its  being  due,  which  any  one  can  appreciate  who 
understands  the  importance  of  regularity  in  the 
course  of  departmental  work. 

Before  concluding,  I  will  say  a  word  in  reply 
to  the  objection  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from / 
New  York,  [Mr.  Kernan,]  that  any  surplus  of 
coin  beyond  what  is  required  for  the  payment  of 
interest  on  the  public  debt,,is  specially  appropri- 
ated for  the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund,  for  which 
one  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  is 
to  be  applied  each  year.  I  ask  tne  gentleman 
what  that  has  to  do  with  this  question,  unless  it 
is  used  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  this  resolution 
to  allow  the  Secretary  to  sell  tlie  gold  that  is  not 
required  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt.' 
If  the  Secretary  intends  practically  to  fulfill  the 
requirement  of  the  law  at  this  time,  to  create  the 
sinking  fund,  what  other  course  could  be  pursued 
than  to  sell  the  coin  for  currency  and  invest  that 
amount  of  currency  in  the  public  debt?  And  how 
would  the  gentleman,  as  a  business  man,  advise 
him  to  make  that  investment  at  this  time,  when 
he  is  about  to  offer  $200,000,000  of  bonds  for  sale.' 
Would  he  not  advise  him  to  take  the  requisite 
amounts  from  the  $200,000,000  he  is  about  to  offer 
to  the  public  and  put  them  aside  for  this  sinking 
^und,  so  that  the  Treasury  may  have  the  direct 
and  immediate  ad  vantage  of  that  amount  of  money.' 

If  there  is  any  surplus  of  coin  in  the  Treasury 
beyond  what  is  required  for  the  ]iayment  of  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  1  think  there  cer- 
tainly will  be  from  ten  to  twenty  millions,  equal 
to  fifteen  to  thirty  millions  in  currency,  I  hope 
the  Secretary  will  be  allowed  to  dispose  of  it  and 
apply  the  amount  to  the  payment  of  the  soldiers 
and  other  creditors  who  have  been  long  waiting 
for  the  money  due  them,  instead  of  giving  it  to 
the  bondholders  to«whom  it  is  notdue.  I  would 
not  object  if  the  proceeds  of  any  gold  that  may 
be  sold  should  be  S))ecially  applied  for  the. prompt 
payment  of  the  soldiers  as  iheir  pay  becomes 
due;  they,of  all  the  creditors  of  the  Government, 
should  be  the  last  to  be  kept  waiting  for  their 
money. 

It  seems  to  mo  the  House  has  misapprehended 
the  object  of  this  joint  resolution.  Perhajis  the 
most  comprehcnsi\t:  form  in  which  it  may  be 
stated  is,  that  the  Govermnciit  hasa  large  amount 
ofcoin  beyond  what  it  ictpiires,  but  is  greatly  in 
want  of  currency  to  pay  for  the  expenses  of  the 
war.  On  the  oihcr  hand,  the  merchants  have  a 
great  abundance  of  currency  beyond  what  they  re- 
quire, but  are  greatly  in  want  of  gold,  which  they 
cannoi  procure  because  the  Government  keeps  it 
all  locked  up  in  the  sub-Treasury.     The  only 
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resource  for  tlie  merchants  in  the  present  condi- 
tion will  be  to  pay  to  speculators  who  hold  tiie 
gold  whatever  price  they  choose  to  demand,  and 
which  must  be  steadily  increasing  higher  and 
higher,  unless  you  authorize  the  Secretary  to  part 
with  some  portion  of  his  surplus  of  coin  in  ex- 
change for  a  portion  of  the  surplus  of  currency 
which  the  merchants  have;  and  that  is  the  object 
of  this  joint  resolution,  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
to  dispose  of  any  of  the  surplus  of  gold  in  the 
Treasury.  It  is  not  the  merchants  who  are  spec- 
ulating in  gold,  but  the  harpies  generated  about 
the  curbstones  of  a  great  commercial  city,  wlio 
are  speculating  on  the  wants  of  tlie  merchants  as 
well  as  on  the  wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  had  intended  to  ask  for  the 
previous  question,  so  that  we  could  get  to  a  vote 
upon  this  bill  to-night,  but  I  find  that  there  are 
several  gentlemen  of  great  intelligence  wiio  desire 
to  say  something  upon  the  bill  before  it  passes. 
I  do  not,  therefore,  feel  at  liberty  to  propose  the'' 
previous  question  at  this  time.  If  the  House  now 
adjourns,  the  bill  will  come  up  first  in  the  morn- 
ing hour.  And  in  order  that  nothing  may  inter- 
vene to  preventit from  comingupas  thefirst  busi- 
ness, I  propose  to  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

HUDSON  BAY  CLAIMS. 

The  SPEAKER.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman,  before  the  House  adjourns  the  Chair 
will  lay  before  the  House  a  message  from  the 
President. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  give  way  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  SPEAKER  thereupon,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  message  from  the 
Presidentof  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  and  Puget  Sound  Agricultural 
Company,  concluded  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  the 
ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  in  this  city 
on  the  5th  instant,  and  recommending  an  appro- 
priation to  carry  into  effect  the  first,  second,  and 
third  articles  thereof;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  STEVENS,  (at 
half  past  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House  ad- 
journed.        ___^ 

IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  March  15,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

,     EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  recommending  legislation  in  relation  to  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  repub- 
lic of  Ecuador  for  the  adjustment  of  claims;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting  the  report, 
books,  papers,  and  awards  of  the  commission  ap- 
pointed under  the  act  of  Congress  of  February 
16,  18()2,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons for  damages  sustained  by  reason  of  depreda- 
tions and  injuries  by  certain  bands  of  Sioux  In- 
dians;" which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  ti-ansmitting  a  commu- 
nication from  theCominissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
sliowing  the  amount  dun  to  the  Gtuapaw  tribe  of 
Indians  under  treaty  stipulations,  and  recom- 
mending an  appropriation  to  be  appli(nl  for  the 
payment  of  expenses  incident  to  iheir  removal 
from  Kansas;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affaii's. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  two  petitions  of  cit- 
izens of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  praying  for  an 
increase  in  the  facilities  for  the  transportation  of 
mails,  passengers,  atul  frcijjhl  between  the  cities 
of  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Conunittce  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia. 

He  also  presented  two  ]ietiti(H)s  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  above  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  at  the  earliest  practica- 


ble day  an  act  emancipating  all  persons  held  to 
involuntary  service  or  labor  in  the  United  States; 
which  were  referred  to  the  select  committee"  on 
slavery  and  freedmen. 

Mr.  POMEROY  presented  the  petition  of  Mrs. 
William  Whistler,  widow  of  Colonel  William 
Whistler,  United  States  Army,  praying  for  a  pen- 
sion; v/hich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK  presented  six  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Monmouth  county.  New  Jersey,  praying 
for  an  increase  in  the  facilities  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  mails,  passengers,  and  freight  between  the 
citiesof  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  presented  eight  petitions  of 
hospital  stewards  of  the  United  States  Army, 
praying  for  increased  rank  and  pay;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Minnesota  in  favor  of  an  additional 
grant  of  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
Southern  Minnesota  railroad;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ANTFIONY  presented  the  memorial  of 
A.  &  W.  Sprague  and  others,  manufacturers,  of 
Rhode  Island ,  remonstrating  against  the  extension 
of  the  patents  of  Charles  Goodyear  for  the  manu- 
facture of  vulcanized  rubber;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  COWAN  presented  the  petition  of  Milton 
Finkle,  of  New  York,  praying  for  an  extension 
to  him  of  his  patent  for  certain  improvements  in 
machinery  for  making  wire  heddles;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Pa- 
tent Office. 

IIIGHT  OF  SUFFllAGE  TO  PERSONS  OF  COLOR. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  memo- 
rial which  is  addressed  "  to  his  Excellency,  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled."  ^t  proceeds  from  one  thousand 
and  three  colored  citizens  of  Louisiana.  In  this 
memorial  they  represent  that  they  are  citizens  of 
the  United  States  by  a  decision  of  the  actual  At- 
torney General;  that  some  of  them  are  veterans 
of  the  war  of  1812,  who  it  will  be  remembered 
were  hailed  by  General  Jackson  as  "fellow-citi- 
zens;" that  others  are  the  sons  of  those  soldiers; 
that  many  of  them  have  already  fought  in  this 
war,  and  that  when  their  services  were  needed 
they  came  forward  as  volunteers,  and  that  now 
having  rendered  loyal  service  in  the  suppression 
of  the  rebellion  they  ask  also  that  their  electoral 
franchise  shall  be  recognized.  They  say  in  con- 
clusion that  they  have  applied  in  respectful  terms 
to  Brigadier  General-George  F.  Shepley,  military 
governor  of  Louisiana,  and  to  Major  General  N. 
P.  Bank's,  commanding  the  department  of  the 
Gulf,  praying  to  be  placed  upon  the  registers  as 
voters,  to  the  end  that  they  might  participate  in 
the  reorganization  of  civil  government  in  Louis- 
iana; and  that  their  petition  has  met  with  no  re- 
sponse from  those  officers,  and  it  is  feared  that 
none  will  be  given;  and  they  therefore  appeal  to 
the  justice  of  the  representatives  of  the  natioiu 
and  ask  that  all  the  citizens  of  Louisiana  of  Af- 
rican descent,  born  free  before  the  rebellion,  may 
by  proper  orders  bo  directed  to  bo  inscribed  on 
the  registers  and  admitted  to  the  rights  and  priv- 
ileges of  electors. 

I  have  omitted  to  say,  sir,  in  describing  these 
petitioners,  that  they  say  of  themselves  tliat  for 
several  years  ihcy  have  contributed  taxes  on  prop- 
erty assessed  to  the  amount  of  ;|jl5,000,000;  and 
yet  these  people  thus  taxed  have  been  excluded 
from  the  exercise  of  the  electoral  franchise. 

The  coinmitLcc  to  whom  this  memorial  was  in- 
trusted by  these  one  thousand  petitioners,  si)ice 
their  arrival  in  Washinglon,  have  jirepared  a  sup- 
plementary memorial  which  I  am  requested  to  pre- 
sent in  connection  with  the  principal  memorial. 
This  also  is  addressed  to  the  President  as  well  :is 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress.  In  this  they  repre- 
sent that  by  recent  orders  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  Louisiana  have  been  set  aside  in  two  im- 
portant particulars:  first,  that  constitution  and 
those  laws  forbade  soldiers  from  exercising  the 
electoral  franchise,  but  lliey  iiavc  been  allowed 


to  exercise  it;  and  secondly,  that  constitution  and 
those  laws  recognized  slavery,  but  by  military 
orders  slavery  has  been  set  aside;  and  these  pe- 
titioners represent  that  if  it  was  in  the  power  of 
any  military  officer  to  set  aside  that  constitution 
and  those  laws  in  those  two  particulars,  it  was 
also  in  his  power  to  set  them  aside  still  further  so 
as  to  award  to  these  tax-paying  citizens  the  elec- 
toral franchise.  And  they  conclude  this  supple- 
mentary petition  by  saying  that  in  the  original 
petition  they  had  only  asked  the  right  of  suffrage 
for  those  citizens  of  Louisiana  of  African  descent 
born  free  before  the  rebellion;  yet  that  justice  and 
the  principles  for  which  they  contend  require  also 
the  extension  of  this  privilege  to  those  born  slaves, 
with  such  qualifications  as  shall  affect  equally  the 
black  and  the  white  citizen , and  that  this  is  required 
not  only  by  justice,  but  also  by  expediency,  which 
demands  that  full  effect  should  be  given  to  all  the  , 
Union  feeling  in  the  rebel  States  in  order  to  secure 
the  permanence  of  the  free  institutions  and  loyal 
governments  now  organized  therein.  The  final 
prayer  of  this  memorial  is  as  follows: 

"And  your  memoiialistg  pray  that  the  right  of  suffrage 
may  be  extended  not  only  to  natives  of  Louisiana  ofAirican 
descent  born  free,  hut  also  to  all  natives  of  Louisiana  of 
African  descent,  whether  horn  slave  or  free,  subject  only 
to  such  qualifications  as  shall  equally  affect  the  white  and 
black  citizen." 

As  this  final  prayer  concerns  the  treatment  of 
the  freedmen  of  this  country,  I  ask  the  reference 
of  these  papers  to  the  select  committee  on  slavery 
and  the  treatment  of  freedmen. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  They  will  be  so 
referred. 

PRINTING  OF  A  COMMUNICATION.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILKINSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  tlie  fund 
appropriated  by  the  Thirty-Seventh  Congress  for  coloniza- 
tion purposes,  be  printed. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOOT,  it  was 

Ori/frc'/,  That  the  memorial  of  James  Casparis  and  others, 
in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  certain  lots  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  embraced  in  the  contemplated  enlargement  of 
the  Capitol  grounds,  lie  talten  from  the  tiles  of  the  Senate 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds. 

DICTIONARY  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  have  been  requested  to 
present,  for  the  purpose  o^f  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  what 
is  called  the  Dictionary  of  the  United  States  Con- 
gress. I  have  not  examined  this  question,  and 
do  not  express  any  opinion  upon  it  myself  what- 
ever; but  I  present  the  resolution  f(n-  the  simple 
purpose  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate 
the  regular  number  of  copies  of  the  Dictionary  of  the 
United  States  Congress,  prepared  by  the  late  librarian  of 
the  House,  and  already  ordered  by  that  body;  and  the  Sec- 
retary is  hereby  directed  to  pay  to  the  compiler  the  same 
copyriglu  allowed  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HARLAN,  from  the  CoiTimittee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Kansas  in  favor  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  military  road  from  Fort  Leaven- 
worth via  Fort  Riley  to  Fort  Larned,  and  in  favor 
ofan  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
across  the  Rejniblican  river  on  the  Government 
reservation  at  Fort  Riley,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  their  further  consideration,  and  that  they 
be  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
antl  the  Mililia;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOOLriTLE.  The  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  wl'iom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  90) 
to  provide  for  the  employment  of  the  Sioiix  In- 
dian ca|itivcs  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  have  ct)nsiili-r('d  anil  examined  the  same, 
and  find  thnt  no  legislation  is  necessary  on  the 
subject;  and  they  hav(!  instructed  me  to  ask  that 
they  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  tlie  subject. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRIMES,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
following  bills,  rejiorted  them  without  amend- 
ment: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  147)  to  regulate  the  foes  of  the 
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clerk'.s  office  of  thu  supreme  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

A  bill  (S.  No.  163)  to  authorize  the  Columbia 
Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind 
to  confer  degrees. 

BILL  BECOME  A  LAW. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Nicolay,  his  Secretary ,  announced 
that  I  he  President  had  approved  and  signed,  on 
the  14th  instant,  an  act  (S.No.  1)  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  John  L.  Burns,  of  Gettysburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

STEAM  FIRE  ENGINE. 

Mr.  WADE.  The  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  Columbia  Fire  Company  of  this  city,  pray- 
ing for  the  purchase  by  the  Government  of  a  steam 
fire  engine  to  be  committed  to  their  care,  have 
directed  me  to  report  a  bill  on  that  subject,  and 
I  ask  its  passage  now. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  168)  providing  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  steam  fire  engine  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  VICE  PU'ESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
suggest  that  this  day  has  been  assigned  for  Dis- 
trict business. 

iVlr.  WADE.  This  is  businessof  the  District, 
and  I  ask  to  have  tlie  bill  passed  now. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  bill  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  proposes  to  appropriate  $4,000  for  the 
purchase  of  a  steam  fire  engine  for  the  use  of  the 
Columbia  Fire  Company,  the  engine  to  be  pur- 
_chased  and  kept  in  efficient  condition  by  the  com- 
pany or  by  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington without  furtiier  charge  to  the  Government. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  simply  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  28,  nays  9;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthniiy,  Buckalew,  Cliaiuller,  Coiiricss, 
Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Dooliltle,  Fesseiiden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hendricks,  Howe,  Johnson,  Mc- 
Doujiall,  Morrill,  Uaniscy,  Riddle,  Sumner.  Ten  Eyck, 
Trunibull,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  ami  Willey— 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Hale,  Harding,  Lane  oC  Indiana,  Lane 
of  Kansas,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  and  Wil- 
son— 9.    • 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

CAPTAIN  FISK's  REPORT. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  to  print 
extra  copies  of  the  report  of  Captain  James  L. 
Fisk  of  his  overland  expedition  from  St.  Paul  via 
Fort  Abercrombie  to  the  gold  fields  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Idaho,  have  instructed  me  to  report  the 
saine  back  and  recommend  its  passage,  and  also 
to  ask  for  its  present  consideration. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent.     It  is  as  follows: 

Resolned,  That  five  thousand  copies  of  the  report  of  Cap- 
tain James  L.  Fisk  of  liis  iiorlhcrn  overland  expedition 
from  St.  Paul  via  Fort  Ahercrombie  to  the  gold  fields  of  the 
'J'erritory  of  Idalin,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tin;  Senate. 

Mr.  HALE.     What  is  tlie  estimated  expense.' 
Mr.  ANTHONY.    The  estimate  is  $169. 
Tlic  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

169)  to  repeal  all  acts  making  appropriations  for 
the  colonization  of  persons  of  African  descent; 
■wliicli  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be 
pritited. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent ol)tained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill   (S.  No. 

170)  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  artillery  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  Slates;  which  was  read 
twice  liy  its  title,  and  refi'rred  to  the  Coinmittee 
on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  DOOLITl'LE  asked,  and  by  unanitnous 
consent  oijtained,  If.ave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

171)  to  further  aimwid  nn  {jct  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  collection  of  direct  taxes  in  the  insurrection- 
ary dinlricls  within  the  United  Slates,  and  for 
other  purposi.'.s," approved  June  7,  1862;  which 

'.was  rearl  twiei-  by  itn  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  This  bill  was  drawn  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Commissionerof  Internal 
Revenue  on  an  examination  of  the  law  as  it  stands. 
As  it  is  an  important  matter,  I  ask,  after  cotisult- 
ation  with  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, that  the  bill  be  printed,  in  order  that  it  may 
go  to  them  in  a  printed  form  for  examination. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MONARCHICAL  GOVERNMENTS  IN  AMERICA. 
Mr.  McDOUGALL  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unaniinous 
consent,  and  agi-eed  to: 

Resoh'ed,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  in- 
terest, any  correspondence  or  other  inforniation  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Government,  relating  to  any^plan  or  plans  now 
projected  or  being  projected  with  a  view  to  tlie  establish- 
ment of  monarchical  Governments  in  Central  and  South 
America. 

TROOPS  OF  KANSAS. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resoloed,  That  the  Secreta<y  of  War  bo  instructed  to 
report  to  tlie  Senate  the  number  of  men  in  the  State  of 
Kansas  subject  to  military  duty  ;  the  regiments,  white  and 
colored,  heretofore  raised  in  said  Slate;  their  regimental 
number;  by  whom  raised,  and  their  term  of  service  ;  the 
strength  of  each  reyirnent  when  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  the  present  locality  of  each  regiment 
and  corps,  as  also  the  number  and  description  of  troops  now 
in  the  Slate  of  Kansas  and  in  the  Indian  territory  south  of 
Kansas,  subject  to  the  orders  of  Major  General  Curtis. 

PRINTING  OF  A  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNESS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  (S.  No.  131)  to  consolidate  into 
one  district  for  judicial  purposes  the  northern  and  southern 
districts  of  California,  and  for  other  purposes,  be  printed. 

EXECUTIVE  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  desire  to  give  notice 
to  the  Senate  that  it  is  of  the  highest  importance 
for  us  to  have  an  executive  session  early  to-day, 
and  that  1  shall,  at  an  early  hour  to-day,  move 
for  an  executive  session. 

PAY  AND  PENSION  OF  CHAPLAINS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  lay 
before  the  Senate  the  bill  (H.  R.No.  302)  to  amend 
section  nine  of  the  act  approved  July  17,  1862, 
entitled  "An  act  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  of  the  Army,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," returned  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, on  which  the  Senatorfrom  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Foster]  has  subinitted  a  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  its  passage. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  1  now  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  is  now 
before  the  Senate,  and  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  of  the  first  section  after  the  word 
"  that,"  where  it  first  occurs,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof: 

The  rank  of  chaplain  in  the  regularand  voliinteerservice 
ofihe  United  States  is  hereby  recognized.  Chaplains  shall 
be  borne  on  the  field  and  staff  rolls  next  after  the  surgeon, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as 
other  officers  of  the  Army.  They  shall  be  entitled  to  quar- 
ters and  fuel,  subject  to  the  same  conditions  and  liinita- 
lions  as  are  iiow  by  law  provided  in  (he  case  of  surgeons. 
When  absent  from  duty  with  leave,  on  account  of  sickness 
or  other  disabiliiy,  or  when  held  by  the  enemy  as  prison- 
ers, they  shall  be  subject  to  no  other  diminution  or  loss  of 
pay  and  allowances  than  other  officers  in  the  military  ser- 
vice are  under  like  circumstances. 

Mr.  WILSON.    I  think  that  had  better  go  over. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     And  be  printed. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  It  is  suggested  by  Senators 
around  me  that  the  amendment  had  belter  be 
printed,  i  have  no  objection,  of  course,  and  should 
desire  it  if  there  is  any  question  arising  upon  it. 
I  understand  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  also 
wishes  to  propose  an  amendment.  1  suggest  that 
lii.s  amendment  also  be  offeied  now,  and  that  they 
be  printed  together,  and  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  |iostponed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wiU 
receive  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  prepare  it  presently. 
Let  the  bill  be  laid  aside  informally. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  also  an- 
other amendment  .submitted  by  the  Senatorfrom 
Connecticut,  which  has  not  been  read.  These 
ameiidnienlH,  together  with  the  amendment  to  be 


submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
will  be  ordci-ed  to  be  printed,  if  there  be  no  ob- 
jection, and  the  bill  v/ill  be  passed  over  informally. 

REGULAR  ARMY. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  now  to  take  up  the 
bill  (S.  No.  151)  relating  to  chaplains,  and  for 
other  purposes,  which  we  had  up  yesterday  morn- 
ing.    I  think  we  can  pass  it  in  five  minutes. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  151)  relating  to  chap- 
lains, and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  only  objection  made  to 
the  bill  yesterday  morning  was  that  made  by  the 
Senatorfrom  Iowa  [Mr.  Grimes]  to  the  ninth  sec- 
tion. That  section  provides  for  the  addition  or 
selection  of  three  officers,  and  adds  to  the  expense 
of  the  battalion  thirty  dollars  a  month,  $360  a 
year.  The  duties  that  those  officers  are  to  per- 
form they  can  be  detailed  to  perform,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  very  important  that  this  section  of 
the  bill  should  be  retained.  As  the  other  sections 
of  the  bill  are  very  important  I  will  move  to  strike 
out  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill,  in  the  hope  that 
there  will  be  i>o  further  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
that  it  may  be  allowed  to  pass  at  once. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
section  proposed  to  be  stricken  out. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

Sec.  9.  ^ndbe  it  further  enacted,  That  tliere  be  allowed 
to  the  battalion  of  engineers  one  adjutant,  one  quartermas- 
ter, and  one  commissary  of  subsistence,  to  he  selected  from 
the  lieutenants  on  duty  with  tlie  battalion,  with  the  same 
compensation  as  is  allowed  to  regimental  adjutants  and 
quarteimastors,  respectively. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  theamendments  were  concurred  in.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  the  bill  was 
amended  so  as  to  read:  "A  bill  relating  to  enlist- 
ments, and  for  other  purposes." 

DEGREES  FOR  DEAF  AND  DUMB  AND  THE  BLIND. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  This  day  was  set  apart  for 
Djstiict  business;  but  I  understand  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance  is  desirous  of 
occujiying  the  day,  or  such  part  of  it  as  may  be 
necessary,  with  the  bill  that  was  under  consider- 
ation when  the  Senate  adjourned  yesterday.  I 
do  not  see  him  now  in  liis  place.  I  am  willing, 
so  far  as  I  atn  the  representative  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  he  should 
do  so,  with  the  understanding  that  when  that  bill 
shall  be  disposed  of  the  business  of  the  District' 
of  Columbia  shall  be  taken  up  and  continued  on 
during  the  day  and  to-morrow,  if  necessary,  in 
order  to  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  hope  not  to-morrow.  The 
Senator  will  bear  in  mind  that  there  is  a  special 
order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     What  is  it? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  bill  to  repeal  the  fugi- 
tive slave  act. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  If  I  have  to  abandon  to-day, 
I  shall  insist  on  having  to-morrow  for  the  Dis- 
trict business. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  say 
Thursday,  and  not  interfere  with  the  assignment 
already  made  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  163. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  thccon- 
sidei-ation  of  ihe  bill  (S.  No.-  163)  to  authorize  the 
Columbia  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and 
the  Blind  to  confer  degrees. 

Mr.  HALE  I  wish  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  who  reported 
that  bill  would  explain  the  necessity  for  confer- 
ring this  power  on  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum. 
It  seems  to  me  rather  an  extraordinary  one.  It 
is  lo  confer  degrees  like  other  colleges,  I  believe. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is 
liny  necessity  for  the  passage?  of  the  bill  at  all.  It 
is  done  at  the  instance  of  the  trustees  and  super- 
intendent of  this  institution,  in  this  District  who 
desii'e  that  they  should  have  permission  to  confer 
upon  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind,  pupils  who  may 
grailinite  at  their  institution,  nnd  who  are  to  go 
out  into  the  world  and  become  instructors  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind,  a  diploma.  That, 
I  believe,  is  the  full  scope  of  the  bill  and  the 
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objectof  the  persons  who  desire  its  passage.  It  is 
to'allow  the  trustees  of  this  institution  to  confer 
a  degree,  whatever  they  may  determine  tlie  title 
of  it  to  be,  thatwill  indicate  that  they  have  passed 
through  a  course  of  thorough  education  at  this 
institution. 

Mr.  HALE.  As  it  is  explained  I  have  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  it  in  the  world ;  but  it  struck 
me  that  the  bill  read  a  little  broader  than  that.  I 
would  be  obliged  to  the  Secretary  if  he  would 
read  it  again. 

The  Secretary  read  the  bill,  as  follows: 
Be  it  enacted,  4'c.,  Tliat  the  bo:ird  of  directors  of  the  Co- 
lumbia Tiistitution  for  tlie  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Duuib 
and  the  Blhid  be,  and  tlicy  are  hereby,  autliorized  to  grant 
and  confirm  sucli  degrees  in  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences  to 
sucli  pupils  of  the  institution  or  others 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  to.strW^e  out  the  words 
"  or  others."  I  was  not  aware  that  those  words 
were  in  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Secre tary continued  thereading,asfollows: 

who,  by  their  proficiency  and  learning  or  other  meritori- 
ous distinction,  they  shall  think  entitled  to  thc'ni,  as  are 
usually  granted  and  conferred  in  colleges,  and  to  grant  to 
such  graduates  diplomas  or  certificates,  sealed  and  signed 
in  such  manner  as  such  board  of  directors  may  determine, 
to  authenticate  and  perpetuate  the  memory  of  such  gradu- 
ation. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  am  satisfied  I  was  in  error 
in  agi-eeing  to  strike  out  the  words  "or  others." 
I  do  not  know  why  this  institution  or  why  any 
educational  institution  designed  for  the  use  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb  should  not  have  the  privilege  of 
confei'ring  a  degree  upon  an  experienced  educa- 
tionist in  this  particular  department  in  New  Hamp- 
shire or  in  Iowa  or  elsewhere  as  well  as  upon  the 
pupils  of  the  institution  in  the  District.  I  do  not 
think  that  any  disadvantage  can  result  from  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  It  is  not  intended  to  confer 
degreesuponanybodyexceptthose  who  are  them- 
selves deaf  and  diimb  or  who  are  the  instructors  of 
deaf  and  dumb  people. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     It  ought  to  say  so. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  think  it-ought  to  say  so.  The 
bill  as  it  now  stands  would  empower  this  institu- 
tion for  the  education  of  deaf  mutes  to  confer  de- 
grees in  the  arts  and  sciences  the  same  as  Harvard 
univci'sity  or  Yale  college.  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  should  not  bedone;  thatit  is  lessening  thething 
altogether.  They  might  have  an  appropriate  di- 
ploma, iiidicating  that  they  have  passed  through 
the  regular  order  of  education  prescribed  by  such 
an  institution.  I  think  that  would  be  very  well, 
atid  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  proper.  1  do  not 
stand  here  as  the  particular  advocate  for  degrees 
in  the  arts  and  sciences  or  for  colleges;  but  the 
community  have  supposed  that  there  was  some 
chai-acter  attached  to  such  degrees,  and  if  there  is, 
it  seems  to  me  we  should  not  confer  this  power  on 
this  institution,  so  that  a  degree  from  this  deaf 
and  dumb  institution  should  have  the  same  rank 
and  standing  as  a  degree  from  the  highest  and  old- 
est colleges  and  universities  in  the  land. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  If  I  understand  the  bill  cor- 
rectly, it  would  enable  this  institution  to  confer 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  or  Doctor  of  Di- 
vinity. I  think  that  would  make  the  thingmore 
ridiculous  than  it  is  now,  which  is  hardly  neces- 
sary. If  they  were  to  confer  some  degree  appro- 
priate to  the  institution  upon  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
it  would  be  very  proper.  But  I  dw  not  think  it 
is  necessary  to  pass  this  bill.  I  suppose  they  can 
confer  a  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  if  tliey  choose, 
without  a  legislative  act.  I  suppose  any  institu- 
tion, or  any  voluntary  body  of  men,  can  do  it.  I 
thijik  the  bill  had  better  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  report  on 
the  nature  of  the  degree  they  shall  be  authorized 
to  confer;  and  if  the  chairman  of  the  coirimittee 
will  agree  to  it  I  will  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  am  not  very  familiar  with 
this  business  of  degrees.  1  never  was  in  posses- 
sion of  one  myself,  and  I  never  believed  that  they 
conferred  upon  those  gentlemen  who  were  in  pos- 
.scssion  of  them  any  particular  merit  or  distinc- 
tion. I  know  that  institutions  in  my  country^ 
without  any  particular  standing  as  scholastic  in- 
stitutions confer  degrees;  but  the  world  judges  of 
the  graduate*  by  their  success  afterwards,  and 
not  by  the  fact  that  they  happen  to  have  a  degree 
on  parchment.  I  would  not  object  myself  to  this 
institution  having  the  power  to  confer  anv  kind 
of  degret.'s.  I  do  not  suppose  anybody  would  be 
injured  by  conferring  that  power  upon  them,  al- 


tliongh  that  is  not  the  design  of  the  act;  and  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  possibility  or  ]irobability 
of  degrees  being  conferred  on  anybody  else  except 
upon  the  pupils  of  the  iiisiitntion  or  occasionally 
upon  some  person  who  is  distinguished  as  an  ed- 
ucationist of  persons  who  are  afflicted  by  the  loss 
of  their  sight  or  their  articulation. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  a  very  important  matter,  and 
I  do  not  care  whether  it  is  recommitted  or  not.  I 
never  imagined  that  it  was  of  any  particular  ad- 
vantage to  the  institution  that  the  bill  should  be 
passed.  When  it  was  brought  to  me  by  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  charge  of  this  institution,  I  saw 
no  objection  to  it.  There  was  not  a  member  of 
the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  who  saw 
any  objection  to  it;  and  I  have  failed  thus  far  to 
hear  any  substantial«objection,  except  that  possi- 
bly they  may  confer  degrees  like  Harvard  and 
Yale  colleges.  Suppose  they  do:  what  harm  is 
going  to  be  done  to  anybody.?  Is  anybody  going 
to  employ  a  deaf  mute  or  a  man  who  has  not  the 
power  of  utterance  and  give  him  any  greater  con- 
fidence because  he  has  a  diploma  from  this  deaf 
and  dumb  asylum  than  they  would  if  he  had  not 
one.'  Would  not  a  man's  credentials,  if  his  char- 
acter be  good,  bo  worth  just  as  much  without  a 
diploma  from  this  deaf  and  dumb  asylumaswith 
it.'  I  beg  pardon  of  the  Senate  for  occupying  its 
time  on  such  a  subject. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  re- 
committed. I  think  the  objectof  the  bill  is  a  very 
good  one  indeed,  but  I  do  not  think  the  object  is 
expressed  in  the  bill  itself.  I  think  it  will  rather 
make  the  institut  ion  ridiculous  to  give  it  the  power 
to  confer  literary  or  scientific  degrees,  whereas  I 
think  it  would  be  very  proper  to  give  it  the  power 
to  confer  some  degree  that  may  be  framed  and 
invented  for  the  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind. 

The  VICEPRESIDENT.  The  Senatorfrom 
Rhode  Island  moves  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  There  is  no  jirovision  that  the 
degrees  they  confer  shall  be  on  the  deaf  and  dumb 
and  the  blind.  1  move  to  insert  these  words  be- 
fore the  word  "pupils." 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  my  col- 
league and  of  the  other  Senators  who  oppose  this 
bill  if  their  opposition  is  not  a  little  captious. 
Pray,  sir,  what  is  the  objection  to  this  seminary 
having  the  power  to  confer  a  degree  as  a  matter 
of  compliment  on  somebody  who  was  not  edu- 
cated there  if  they  clioose  to  do  it  and  the  man 
chooses  to  accept  it.'  Take  the  case  of  a  man 
who  happens  to  be  an  educator  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  not  deaf  or  dumb  himself,  but  a  man  who 
could  talk  and  who  could  listen, and  this  institu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  complimenting  him  for 
his  skill  and  faithfulness  in  educating  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  or  for  some  other  purpose, chooses  to  con- 
fer a  degree  upon  him, -and  he  is  willing  to  re- 
ceive it — pray  what  is  the  objection  to  it.'  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  danger  of  making  the  whole 
thing  ridiculous,  as  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island.  I  think  we  may  as  well  trust  this 
matter  in  the  hands  of  these  people  who  educate 
the  deaf  and  dumb  as  anybody  else.  I  do  not 
believe  that  they  will  abuse  it.  I  can  hardly  con- 
ceive how  it  can  be  abused.  I  think  we  had  bet- 
ter allow  this  institution  and  the  gentlemen  who 
are  engaged  in  this  good  work  to  issue  these  de- 
grees, and  if  anybody  chooses  to  receive  them, 
and  receive  them  as  a  compliment,  let  him  have 
them. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  made  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  strike  out  the  words  "  or 
others." 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  withdrew  that  amendment 
afterwards. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  was  put  to  the 
Senate  and  agreed  to,  but  can  be  disagreed  to  now. 

The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 
A  message  froin  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  had  passed  the  bill  of  the  Senate  (No. 
158)  in  addition  to  an  act  to  amend  the  laws  re- 
lating to  the  Post  Office  Department,  approved 
March  3,  1863. 


The  message  furtlier  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  a  joint  resolution 
(No.  38)  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
pay  to  the  Chippewa,  Ottawa,  and  Pottawato- 
mie Iridians  residing  in  Michigan  the  sum  of 
§192,850;  in  which  ft  requested  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  the 
following  enrolled  bill;  which  thereupon  received 
the  signature  of  the  Vice  President: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  120)  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  tha 
Indian  tribes  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  fcoa- 
ticr,"  approved  June  30,  1834. 

HOUSE  BILL  REFERRED. 

The  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  38)  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  pay  to  the  Chip- 
pewa, Ottawa,  and  Pottawatomie  Indians  resid- 
ing in  Michigan  the  sum  of  |)192,850  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

CONSULAR  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  move  to  postpone  all 
prior  orders, with  a  view  of  taking  up  and  finishing 
the  bill  that  was  under  consideration  yesterday. 

The  motion  was  agrefd  to  ;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  40)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  consular  and  diplomaticcxpenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1865;  the'pcnding  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Sumner,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  to  add  the  following  as  an 
additional  section  to  the  bill: 

,dnJ  fie  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  may,  in  Ills 
discretion,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consentof  tlie  Sen- 
ate, appoint  an  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  tlie  kingdom  of  Belgium,  who 'shall  receive  no 
higher  compensation  than  is  now  allowed  to  a  minister 
resident. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  on 
the  amendment  I  desire  to  add  one  word  to  what 
was  said  yesterday,  if  I  cari  have  the  attention  of 
the  Senator  from  Maine. 

The  question  was  very  earnestly  asked  by  that 
Senator  what  was  the  origin  of  this  proposition. 
1  have  in  my  hand  the  first  origin  of  the  proposi- 
tion— at  least  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  It  is  a 
letter  dated  at  "  Brussels,  November  23, 1863" — 
a  strictly  private  letter  to  myself  fixjm  a  very  emi- 
nent and  very  able  citizen  of  the  United  States,  by 
accident  in  Brussels  at  that  time,  and,  I  may  say, 
there  at  this  very  moment.  The  Senator  will  ex- 
cuse me  if  I  do  not  mention  his  name.  I  have  no 
objection,  of  course,  to  communicate  it  to  him 
privately.    From  this  letter  I  read  a  passage  only: 

"  It  seemed  to  me  out  of  fitness  that,  on  all  pnblic  occa- 
sions, he  [ourminister]  should  hold  an  inferior  rank  and  tag 
after  a  file  of  plenipotentiaries  representing  little  I'owers 
known  only  to  adepts  in  geography.  There  is  also  another 
incongruity  which,  I  believe,  has  not  failed  to  be  observed 
here.  Celgiunisendsaplenipotentiary  to  Washington  ;  and 
we  are  in  the  habit  of  bestowing  upon  King  Leojjold  very 
burdensome  and  we  may  suppose  unwelcome  tokens  of  our 
respect  by  asking  him  to  be  arbiter  in  international  ques- 
tions of  which  the  investigation  subjects  him  to  great  labor. 
On  the  other  hand,  by  sending  to  his  court  a  representative 
of  inferior  rank  we  seem  quite  clearly  to  declare  that  we  hold 
him  to  be  a  monarch  of  lower  grade." 

These,  sir,  are  the  words  of  a  private  citizen, 
but  one  of  singular  intelligence  and  unexampled 
opportunities  in  Belgium,  who  knows  well  the 
actual  condition  of  things  in  that  country. 

Here,  then,  is  the  testimony  of  one  on  the  spot 
that  our  country  would  be  aided  in  Belgium  by 
giving  an  additional  rank  to  its  representative  there. 
The  Senate  will  bear  me  witness  that  in  urging 
this  proposition  yesterday  I  put  it  expressly  on 
the  ground  that  it  seemed  to  me  iiti|)ortant  to 
contribute  at  this  moment  in  every  possible  way, 
especially  where  it  could  bedone  without  any  ad- 
ditional draft  upon  the  Treasury,  to  the  efficiency 
of  our  missions  in  Europe.  I  did  not  put  it  upon 
any  ground  of  compliment  to  any  minister,  nor  in- 
deed on  any  ground  of  mere  compliment  to  the  dis- 
tinguished sovereign  to  whom  the  plenipotentiary 
will  be  accredited,  but  simply  on  the  ground  that 
in  this  way  we  should  add  to  the  (-(Hciency  of  our 
representation  abroad;  and  on  this  I  gave  my  tes- 
timony, such  as  it  was  woiith,  enforced  also  by 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

But  a  question  was  made  as  to  the  desirea  o£ 
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tlio  King  of  Belgium,  and  1  was  asked  whether 
there  was  any  evidence  on  that  head.  In  reply 
I  stated  that  the  Government  of  tlie  King  of  Bel- 
giuni  luid  inviie^l  the  last  Administration  to  send 
a  iilcnipotentiary  to  Brussels,  but  1  did  not  slate 
ihe  rase  with  sufficient  strength.  The  desires  of 
a  Cortiign  Government  may  between  in  two  ways: 
first,  in  a)Dositive  request  or  invitation,  which  of 
course  must  go  for  sometiiing;  and  secondly,  in 
a  positive  act,  which  goes  mucli  beyond  even  any 
positive  request  or  invitation.  Here,  tiien,  arc 
tlie  two  classes  of  evidence.  Tlie  positive  act  of 
the  Government  of  Belgium  is  that  it  has  accred- 
ited a  pleni]ioientiary  to  our  Government.  This 
act  on  the  part  of  the  Belgian  Government  de- 
serves, I  submit,  even  if  it  does  not  demand,  re- 
ciprocity on  our  part;  and  wlien  Senators  ask 
whether  a  plenipotentiary  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  King  of  Belgium,  or  according  to  his  desires, 
1  reply  that  wc  have  positive  and  unanswerable 
evidence  to  enable  us  to  answer  this  inquiry  in  the 
fact  that  Ills  Government  has  sent  an  amiable  and 
accomplished  minister  plenipotentiary  to  our  Gov- 
ernment. 

JVIr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  know  that  I  am 
called  upon  to  say  anything  in  re|:ily  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massacliusetts;  but  it  is  very  natural  to 
suppose  tliat  there  may  be  a  citizen  abroad  who 
may  have  a  very  considerable  feeling  of  pride, who 
would  be  struck  with  the  fact  that  the  minister 
of  the  United  States  was  simply  a  minister  resi- 
dent, while  the  ministers  of  divers  and  sundry 
small  Powers  were  envoys  extraordinary,  and  he 
might  think  that  that  fact  detracted  from  the  dig- 
nity of  our  Government.  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
thinking  that  the  dignity  of  the  Government  does 
not  depend  on  such  small  matters,  but  that  it 
is  impossible  to  ignore  llie  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  we  shall  be  esiimated 
aljroad  according  to  our  actual  power  and  what 
that  is  known  to  be  in  the  world,  without  refer- 
ence to  tiic  particular  grade  of  the  ministers  whom 
we  choose  to  send  abroad.  Although  the  gentle- 
man writing  this  letter  i>iay  have  precisely  the 
opinions  that  he  expresses,  it  does  not  follow,  I 
think,  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  must 
necessarily  entertain  the  same  view.  A  man  re- 
siding abroad  a  long  time  may  get  impressions 
which,  perhaps,  are  as  little  likely  to  be  in  har- 
mony with  our  own  mode  of  thinking  at  home  as 
we  should  desire  them  to  be. 

1  think  this  proposition  is  open  to  all  the  ob- 
jections that  I  stated  yesterday.  The  same  ar- 
gument precisely  would  apply  to  other  Goverio- 
nients,  Ilolland  for  examph^,  with  which  and  its 
dipcndencics  we  have,  if  I  have  rightly  ascertained 
the  facts,  about  double  the  amount  ofintercourse 
in  the  way  of  trade  that  we  have  with  Belgium, 
although  since  the  war  commrnced  wc  may  have 
made,  considerably  more  purchases  of  firearms, 
munitions  of  war,  &c.,  of  Belgium  than  we  did 
before. 

It  se(;ms  after  all  that  this  idea  did  not  originate 
in  any  expression  of  a  wish  on  the  part  of  that 
Gowrnmcnt,  Ijut  in  a  mere  private  letter,  and  was 
started  in  the  first  place  at  the  suggestion  of  some 
eminent  citizen  abroad,  as  I  supf)osed  in  the  be- 
ginning, and  not  in  any  desire  of  an  oflicial  char- 
acter officially  expressed.  That  a  small  Power, 
a  second-rate  Power,  chose  to  simd  a  minister 
pleni[)Otentiary  here  was  a  matter  for  that  Power 
to  consider.  1  do  not  think  there  is  anything  in 
our  relations  with  Belgium,  or  any  feeling  ex- 
hibited in  regard  to  the  whole  matter,  that  siiould 
lead  us  to  depart  from  the  line  of  policy  we  have 
adopted  and  the  di.slinction  we  have  seen  fit  to 
make,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  raising  this  gen- 
tleman another  grade.  The  result  I  can  easily 
foresee.  I  have  seen  before  in  other  cases  from 
what  simple  beginnings  great  results  grow  in  the 
way  of  money.  I  think  we  had  better  stand  in 
the  way  of  the  first  step,  and  resist  that.  My 
opinion,  with  all  respect  to  the  Senator  from 
Massachnseits  and  the  committee  which  he  rep- 
resents, remains  the  same  asexpressed  yesterday. 
However,  it  is  for  the  Senate  to  decide.  It  is  a 
matter  about  which  1  have  no  feeling. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  If  I  am  to  vote  to  in- 
crease the  grade,  very  certaiidy  I  shall  vote  to  in- 
crease the  salary,  because  I  would  not  be  willing 
to  impose  the  honors  without  the  compensation 
which  would  enable  the  man  to  bear  his  honors 
properly  in  the  presence  of  the  representatives  of 
Other  nations.     It  is  vcsy  plain  what  Ihia  thing 


will  result  in.  If  v.'C  raise  the  grade  now,  next 
session  we  sliall  raise  the  salary,  and  wo  may  as 
well  meet  it  at  once.  1  therefore  move  to  strike 
out  the  last  clause  of  the  proposition  which  re- 
stricts the  pay.  If  that  be  the  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ate, there  can  be  no  necessity  for  raising  the  grade, 
because  the  Prisiilent  has  that  power  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Indiana  proposi;s  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
strilcing  out  tiie  words,  "  who  shall  receive  no 
higlier  compensation  liiun  is  now  allowed  to  a 
minister  resident." 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  lam  going  to  hold  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  to  the  promise  lie  made  yester- 
day. 1  understood  him  then  to  say  that  if  he 
could  be  satisfied  that  this  request  came  from  the 
potentate  to  whom  we  are  uuder  so  great  obliga- 
tions for  friendship  and  kindness,  and  not  from 
a  desire  to  gratify  the  incumbent  of  the  office,  he 
should  be  willing  to  accede  to  it.  Now,  I  think 
the  Senator  fi'om  Massachusetts  has  made  out 
that  case  completely.  Certainly  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  has  shown  that  the  King  of  Bel- 
gium made  this  request  under  the  last  Adminis- 
tration. 

Mr.  SU.MNER.     I  have  stated  the  fact. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  And  I  can  state  the  fact. 
I  know  it.    1  know  it  from  the  State  Deiiartment. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     1  want  that  officially. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  think  the  Senator  is  very 
particular.  The  Secretary  of  Stale  has  told  me 
that  he  made  that  request;  that  he  made  it  under 
the  last  Administration;  and  that,  in  anticipation 
that  we  should  grant  the  request,  he  sent  a  full 
minister  here  to  us.  I  think  something  is  due  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  they  have 
investigated  this  matter,  they  have  consulted  with 
the  State  Department,  and  they  make  this  prop- 
osition. When  the  Senator  from  Maine  makes 
a  proposition  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  we 
all  agree  to  it;  we  have  to  agree  to  it  first  or  last. 
We  vote  to  tax  whisky  or  not  to  tax  it,  just  as 
he  says.  We  raise  all  the  taxes  that  he  says  are 
necessary;  we  make  all  the  appropriations  that 
he  says  are  proper,  and  cannot  make  any  tliathe 
does  not  agree  to.  I  acknowledge  that  that  is 
proper.  I  sometimes  remonstrate  against  it,  and 
sometimes  I  vote  against  it,  but  if  I  do  I  am  al- 
ways voted  down,  as  in  such  cases  I  generally 
•olight  to  be.  I  want  to  hold  the  Senator  from 
Massachuseits,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  in  the  same  respect  that  I 
do  the  Senator  from  Maine  at  the  head  of  the  ex- 
chequer; and  I  think  he  ought,  iiT  consideration 
of  the  implicit  obedience  with  which  we  yield  to 
all  his  requests,  to  give  something  to  the  chairman 
of  the  other  committee. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  hope  we  shall  repay  all  the 
gratitude  that  is  due  to  this  old  King  of  Belgium 
somehow  or  other  pretty  soon,  so  that  it  shall  not 
be  brought  up  on  every  bill  to  influence  us.  Not 
long  ago  we  had  up  here  a  bill  to  buy  out  the 
Scheldt  dues • 

Mr.  SUMNER."  That  was  a  treaty,  in  secret 
session. 

Mr.  GRIMES,  (to  Mr.  Hale.)  It  has  passed 
now,  and  you  have  a  right  to  talk  about  it. 

Mr.  HALE.     Yes;  it  is  a  law  now. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     No,  it  is  not. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  has  not  yet  been  promul- 
gated. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  glad  that  the  Senators  see 
the  force  of  what  I  was  going  to  say. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
that  he  can  suppose  a  case. 

Mr.  HALE.  Thank  you.  I  will  suppose  a 
case  where  we  had  before  us  a  treaty  which  was 
to  saddle  our  Treasury  with  a  debt  of  nearly  a 
million  dollars,  and  that  the  princijial  argument 
for  it  was  an  obligation  of  gratitude  that  we  owed 
to  this  King  of  Belgium;  and  now  it  is  projjosed 
to  raise  the  grade  of  the  minister  to  Belgium  to 
gratify  this  good  old  man  for  whom  we  voted  a 
million  the  other  day.  1  am  opposed  to  the  whole 
of  it,  and  I  am  0]iposed  to  it  for  this  reason:  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  from  the  commencement  of 
this  rebellion  to  the  jiresent  time  the  men  who 
have  had  the  dealing  with  it  here  in  the  Senate 
have  thought  the  whole  remedy  consisted  in  rais- 
ing the  rank  and  pay  of  oflicers;  and  wc  have  got 
now  pending,  introduced  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  two  bills  of  the 
same  Icind;  one  of  them  was  discussed  the  other 
day,  in  regard  to  tJio  regiment  of  engineers,  and 


the  other  v/as  introduced  this  morning,  in  regard 
to  the  artillery. 

Mr.  WILSON.  We  have  passed  the  ensrineer 
bill. 

Mr.  HALE.  Ii  is  con.stantly  raisin?  rrmkand 
raising  salaries;  and  it  has  not  been  confined  to  the 
Military  Cnmmitiee.  I  remember  that  my  friend 
from  Michigan  [Mr.  Chandler]  thought  it  was 
absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  put  down  this 
roliellion,  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  revenue-cutter 
officiu-s,  and  it  was  done  because  raising  pay  and 
rank  seemed  to  be  the  remedy.  Now  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  have  taken  it  up. 
They  have  begun  more  modestly.  They  propose 
to  raise  the  rank  this  year  and  the  pay  next.  It 
will  all  come  to  the  same  thing.  And  at  the  same 
time  we  are  spending  money  as  if  the  emissions  of 
the  paper  factories  that  we  have  going  turning  it 
out  were  never  to  come  back  to  lie  redeemed.  This 
is  a  small  matter  to  speak  on  in  that  connection, 
perhaps,  but  I  tell  you  a  time  is  coming  when  we 
shall  learn  economy  or  bankruptcy,  and  that  is 
notfaroflT,  unless  we  alter  our  course  of  constantly 
increasing  rank  or  pay. 

I  appreiiend  that  this  matter  in  regard  to  the 
minister  at  Belgium  is  altogether  but  a  compli- 
ment, There  is  no  public  necessity,  no  public  want 
for  any  minister  there;  but  we  have  got  one,  and  I 
do  not  propose  to  disturb  him  or  to  do  anything  to 
disturb  him.  I  coufess  that  I  am  opposed  to  this 
raising  of  rank  ana  raising  of  pay.  I  am  some- 
what of  aconvert  to  the  doctrines  that  were  poured 
out  here  so  bountifully  when  a  proposition  was 
made  to  raise  the  salary  of  some  naval  paymasters' 
clerks  that  got  about  five  hundred  dollars  a  year. 
What  a  floodgate  of  economy  overflowed  the  Sen- 
ate at  that  moment !  It  is  only  such  Utile  things  that 
excite  the  patriotism  and  economy  of  the  Senate; 
but  when  you  come  to  brigadier  generals  and  min- 
isters plenipotentiary,  and  characters  of  tiiat  sort, 
there  is  no  end  to  the  money  that  you  may  vote 
without  any  reproof  or  any  indictment. 

Sir,  we  are  goingin  a  wrong  direction;  we  must 
turn  round;  we  must.cidopt  a  different  system; 
and  we  must  (though  I  know  it  will  sound  ridicu- 
lous to  many  ears)  recur  to  some  of  the  old-fash- 
ioned notions  of  economy  that  used  to  prevail  in 
the  )3ublic  councils. 

It  is  idle  to  maintain  that  this  proposition  doca 
not  look  to  an  increase  of  salary.  It  is  an  insult 
to  the  minister  if  increased  pay  does  not  follow. 
Why  shall  a  minister  plenipotentiary  be  sent  to 
Belgium  and  he  be  made  an  exception  to  all  the 
other  ministers  plenipotentiary?  Wiiat  has  Mr. 
Sanford  done  that  he  should  be  subjected  to  this 
indignity  by  the  Senate,  to  say  that  he  shall  be 
made  a  ministei'  jjlenipotentiary  and  at  the  same 
time  shall  only  receive  the  salary  of  a  minister 
resident, making  him  an  exception  to  all  the  other 
officers  of  the  Government  of  this  kind?  While  I 
am  willing  to  do  a  pleasant  thing  to  the  old  gentle- 
man who  is  the  King  of  Belgium,  I  am  unwill- 
ing to  do  it  at  the  expense  of  insulting  our  own 
minister  at  the  same  time;  for,  while  it  will  be  a 
compliment  to  the  King  of  Belgium,  it  will  be  an 
insult  to  the  minister  to  point  him  out  and  say, 
he  shall  have  additional  rank,  but  shall  not  have 
adilitional  pay. 

I  think  my  friend  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Hen- 
dricks] has  mistaken  the  remedy.  He  had  better 
vote  against  the  whole  thing,  because  if  you  strike 
out  the  provision  against  an  increase  of  salary, 
(and  I  rather  think  the  Senate  will  strike  it  out,) 
you  cannot  then  get  the  other  part  stricken  out; 
and  the  result  wili--be  that  you  have  stricken  out 
the  only  part  you  want  to  kee[)  in, and  got  in  the 
part  that  you  want  to  keep  out.  I  think  it  is  best 
to  keep  it  all  out. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
diplomacy;  but  my  idea  always  lias  been  that 
matters  of  state  should  bi;  made  public.  I'ho 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  may  have  some 
information  upon  the  subject;  he  may  hv  willing 
to  communicate  it,  or  he  may  not;  but  1  venture 
to  ask  him  the  question  whether  or  not  any  por- 
tion of  this  idea  has  originated  in  the  fact  that  tliis 
King  of  Belgium, Leo|K)ld,  is  the  father-in-law  of 
Maximilian,  who  is  to  beour  neighborin  Mexico; 
and  whether  this  is  designed  to  propitiate  the  in- 
fluences that  are  likely  to  control  hnn  if  he  shall 
become  our  nciglibor  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Does  the  Senator  wish  an 
answer? 
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Mr.  GRIMES.     Yes,  sir. 

Ml-.  SUMNER.  I  answer  that  it  has  no  con- 
nection witli  that  fact. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  think  the  country  ought  to 
know  and  would  dusiro  to  know  whether  there  is 
any  indication  in  creating  this  office  that  there  is 
to-be  any  truckling  to  any  foreign  Power  what- 
ever; and  if  the  Senator  can  assure  me  that  no 
such  sentiment  as  that  entered  into  the  minds  of 
those  from  whom  this  suggestion  etnanated,  it 
might  perhaps  strengthen 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  answer  the  Senator  frank- 
ly. This  proposition  comes  into  the  Senate  from 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  I  can 
assure  him  that  no  such  idea  has  ever  entered 
into  that  committee,  certainly  so  far  as  I  can 
speak  from  its  deliberations.  The  idea,  1  say, 
comes  from  ihatcommittee;  butthat  is  not  all 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  understood  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  to  remark,  in  reply  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  had  approached  Iiim  upon  tlie  subject, 
and  had  told  him  that  King  Leopold  desired,  dur- 
ing the  last  Administration,  that  thegradeof  this 
mission  should  be  raised;  and  I  therefore  judged 
^that  this  must  have  emanated  from  the  Secretary 
'of  State. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Allow  me  to  correct  my 
friend.  I  did  not  mean  to  be  understood,  and  cer- 
tainly I  did  not  say,  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  approached  me.  In  conversation  on  this  sub- 
ject long  ago  the  Secretary  of  State  told  me  that 
a  request  of  that  kind  had  been  made  by  the  King 
of  the  Belgians,  and  under  the  last  Administra-_ 
tion,  that  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  before  Maximilian 
had  ever  been  heard  of  in  this  country.  It  has 
not  the  slightest  relation  to  that. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  seems  the  last  Admin- 
istration did  not  think  our  dignity  required  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  They  did  not  think  it  best 
to  do  a  great  many  things  that  we  tliink  it  proper 
to  do. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  minister  of  the  King  of 
the  Belgians  arrived  here  only  at  tlie  close  of  the 
last  Administration,  in  the  month  of  January  or 
February  before  that  Administration  went  out  of 
office,  and  they  therefore  naturally  left  the  whole 
question  to  the  incoming  Administration.  But 
then  I  wish  to  reply  in  good  faith  to  the  inquiry 
of  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  though  I  do  not  know 
that  it  needs  any  reply,  for  he  knows  perfectly 
well  that  those  who  have  brought  this  proposi- 
tion forward  on  this  floor  have  no  idea  of  truck- 
ling to  any  Power.  The  persons  responsible  for 
the  proposition  directly  here  are  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations;  but  they  have  acted  in  con- 
cert with  the  Department  of  State,  which  Depart- 
ment of  State  had  originally  received  an  intimation 
on  the  subject  from  the  Government  of  Belgium, 
an  intimation  in  two  forms:  first,  verbally;  and 
then,  as  I  have  said,  by  the  fact  of  Belgium  send- 
ing us  a  full  minister. 

Mr.  DOGLITTLE.  The  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  yesterday  and  of  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  to-day,  speaking  of  a  treaty  or 
a  supposed  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Belgium  on  the  subject  of  the  Scueldt  dues,  have 
thrown  out  a  suggestion  to  the  prejudice  of  this 
proposition,  and  what  is  more,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
to  the  prejudice  of  our  country  before  the  people, 
and  I  desire  to  say  a  single  word  on  that  subject 
by  way  of  reply. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  known  that  the  United 
States  led  the  way  in  the  proposition  to  abolish 
what  were  denominated  the  Sound  dues  in  Den- 
mark, the  dues  upon  the  Elbe,  and  the  dues  upon 
the  Scheldt.  The  United  States  led  the  way  when 
Mr.  Marcy  was  Secretary  of  Stale,  and  under 
declarations  amounting  quasi  to  a  declaration  of 
war  even  with  Denmark  if  the  Sound  dues  were 
not  relinquished;  but  on  consultation,  this  Gov- 
ernment, with  the  other  Governments,  agreed  to 
capitalize  those  dues  and  to  pay  a  certain  sum  of 
money  to  Denmark.  That  is  the  way  it  origin- 
ated. The  other  nations  of  the  world  acted  in 
concert  with  us,  we  taking  the  lead  in  abolishing 
tho.se  dues  in  Denmark,  and  also  upon  the  Elbe; 
and  if  this  supposed  treaty  has  been  negotiated 
and  ratified,  it  is  probable  that  it  is  carrying  out 
the  same  policy. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  by  spcakingatlength 

on  this  subject,  but  it  is  carrying  out  the  policy 

not  of  any  recent  date  that  has  a  particular  rcfcr- 

,  ence  to  King  Leopold, and  certainly  shows  noth- 


ing in  the  nature  of  truckling  to  King  Leopold, 
because  Maximilian,  who  is  supposed  to  be  about 
to  leave  Europe  to  take  the  throne  of  Mexico, 
may  be  by  marriage  related. to  King  Leopold,  or 
truckling  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  or  to  any 
otiier  foreign  Power.  The  time  may  come  per- 
haps when  in  relation  to  Mexican  aliairs  we  shall 
be  called  upon  to  speak.  At  present,  for  one  I 
do  not  feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  malie  any  dec- 
larations on  my  part  of  what  opinion  I  as  an  in- 
dividual Senator  may  entertain  in  relation  to  the 
intervention  on  the  part  of  the  French  in  Mexico, 
nor  on  the  subject  of  Maximilian  taking  the  throne 
in  Mexico,  but  the  time  may  come  when  we  may 
be  called  upon  to  speak  on  thes'e  questions. 

Mr.  President,  I  felt  called  upon  to  say  as  much 
as  this  by  way  of  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  yesterday  and  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  to-day.  I  think  this  question 
about  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  our  minister  to 
Belgium  should  be  considered  entirely  independent 
of  any  consideration  growing  out  of  the  negotia- 
tion of  that  treaty.  I  became  satisfied  on  this 
matter  being  considered  in  the  committee  in  all 
its  bearings,  both  the  question  of  raising  the  grade 
and  the  other  question  which  may  follow  of  rais- 
ing the  pay  at  some  future  time,  that  the  propo- 
sition was  correct,  and  I  shall  give  it  my  support. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  am  opposed  to  raising  this  mis- 
sion. If  we  raise  the  mission,  that  is  the  first  step, 
and  the  next  step  wilf  inevitably  be  to  raise  the 
salary.  That  will  follow  just  as  certainly  as  night 
follows  day.  The  gentleman  who  represents  our 
Government  at  the  Belgian  court  is  to  be  con- 
tinued if  the  mission  be  raised.  If  his  capacity 
could  be  raised  in  the  same  proportion  I  would 
vote  for  the  measure;  but  I  apprehend  that  he  will 
have  no  more  ability  to  serve  our  Government 
and  country  there  after  he  is  made  an  embassador 
of  the  first  class  than  he  now  has.  Belgium  is 
not  a  second-rate  power.  A  friend  informs  me, 
and  my  general  recollection  corresponds  with  his, 
that  the  population  of  Belgium  is  some  five  mil- 
lions. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     About  five  raiUions. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  If  Belgium  were  a  Power  equal 
in  population,  in  resources,  and  in  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  United  States  to  other  coun- 
tries where  we  have  missions  of  the  first  class, 
there  might  be  some  fitness  in  raising  our  mission 
to  Belgium  to  that  grade.  If  the  raising  of  this 
mission  would  make  our  country,  our  people,  our 
Government,  our  interests  more  acceptable  to 
King  Leopold,  there  would  then  be  some  reason 
for  raising  the  mission;  but  I  imagine  that  none 
of  these  points  will  be  improved  in  our  favor  if 
the  mission  be  raised. 

I  believe  certainly  that  we  now  have  twice  as 
many  diplomatic  representatives  as  we  ought  to 
have;  and  if  there  were  a  general  proposition 
made,  after  inquiry  and  reflection  by  the  vigilant 
and  able  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
[Mr.  Fessenden,]  to  reduce  our  missions,  I  cer- 
tainly would  vote  for  such  a  proposition.  The 
attention  which  he  gives  to  the  finances  of  the 
country,  and  the  condition  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  is  in  the 
highest  degree  praiseworthy,  and  the  country 
certainly  owes  him  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  for  his 
fidelity  in  these  respects,  and  I  honor  him  for  it. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  has  become  a  good  part  of 
the  business  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
especially  since  the  war  commenced,  to  increase 
the  number  of  oflicers  and  the  rates  of  salary  and 
compensation.  I  believe  now  that  we  have  avast 
redundancy  of  oflicers  in  all  the  public  service, 
and  I  believe  that  redundancy  exists  in  our  for- 
eign list.  I  believe  the  list  of  foreign  appoint- 
ments, commercial  as  well  as.  diplomatic,  contains 
as  great  an  excess  proportionally  to  the  demands 
and  the  business  of  the  country ,  or  the  greatest  ex- 
cess, that  there  is  in  any  branch  of  the  entire  ser- 
vice of  the  Government.  Instead  of  continuing  on 
in  this  beaten  track — this  track  where  all  the  steps 
are  forward — of  increasing  offices  and  increasing 
salaries,  I  would  much  prefer  that  we  should  make 
a  retrograde  movement.  I  shall  therefore  vote 
against  the  raising  of  this  mission. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  I  supposed,  until  I  heard  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Kentucky,  were  unanimous  in 
favor  of  this  proposition,  and  they  came  to  that 
conclusion  after  being  satisfied  by  information 
upon  which  tlicy  know  they  could  rely  that  it 


was  the  wish  of  the  Government  that  this  meas- 
ure should  be  adopted.  As  far  as  I  was  individ- 
ually concerned,  1  was  perfectly  willing  to  leave 
a  measure  of  this  sort  almost  entirely  within  the 
control  of  the  Government.  The  foreign  relations 
of  the  country  are  placed  entirely  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  President,  as  far  as  they  are  car- 
ried on  by  measures  of  ihisdcscription;  and  when 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  speak  through  the  Secretary  of  State, 
informed  us  that  he  thought  a  national  benefit,  to 
some  extent  at  least,  would  be  the  result  of  a 
measure  of  this  kind  v/ithout  asking  that  there 
should  be  any  additional  expenditure,  the  com- 
mittee thought  it  was  their  duty  almost  to  concur 
in  that  advice. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  Hampshire 
supposes  that  it  may  lead  to  some  increase  of  com- 
pensation. The  Executive  does  not  jiropose  any 
such  increase.  Whether  Congress  hereafter  shall 
or  shall  not  decide  that  there  shall  be  an  increase 
of  the  salary  of  this  minister,  or  an  increase  of  the 
salary  of  any  of  the  other  ministers,  is  a  matter 
entirely  within  the  judgment  of  a  future  Congress. 
I  confess  for  one  1  should  prefer  that  the  salary 
should  be  increased  at  once;  but  that  is  not  pro- 
posed. 

The  objection  urged  by  the  honorable  member 
from  New  Hampshire,  that  the  incumbent  of  this 
office,  if  you  confer  on  him  this  honor,  will  con- 
sider it  an  indignity,  is  not  to  be  considered  a.s 
true  in  point  of  fact.  He  is  here,  and  I  suppose 
he  is  aware  that  such  a  proposition  as  this  has 
been  before  the  Senate,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
he  has  said  to  anybody  that  he  would  consider 
himself  as  insulted  or  disparaged  in  any  way  by 
giving  him  the  additional  rank  unless  it  is  fol- 
lowed by  an  additional  compensation. 

The  honorable  member  tells  us,  and  tells  us 
truly,  that  in  the  condition  of  the  country  we 
should  husband  our  resources;  but  this  is  a  very 
small  way  of  husbanding  resources.  We  are 
spending  money  by  thousands  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  and  millions.  The  true  vi^ay  of  taking 
care  of  the  resources  of  the  country  is  to  see  that 
the  moneys  which  we  appropriate  are  not  unne- 
cessarily expended. 

Now,  whatever  may  be  the  character  in  point 
of  rank  of  the  Government  of  Belgium,  one  thing 
is  perfectly  certain,  that  it  has  in  Europe  a  very 
potential  voice.  That  fact  may  be  owing  to  the 
peculiar  character  of  tire  present  king;  but  to 
v.'hatever  it  may  be  referred,  one  thing  is  certain, 
that  the  fact  exists;  and  it  is  all-important  for  us, 
therefore,  to  do  anything  consistent  with  honor 
and  within  the  means  of  the  Government  to  stand 
as  well  as  we  can  stand  in  the  opinion  of  that 
sovereign.  He  has  exhibited  throughout  these 
troubles,  as  we  all  know,  the  kindest  feeling,  the 
most  friendly  feeliqg  to  the  United  States.  Per- 
haps he  has  been  almost  alone  among  the  sov- 
ereigns of  Europe  in  entertaining  that  opinion. 
There  is  some  reason  to  believe,  as  I  understand, 
that  the  neutral  relation  in  which  England  stands 
toward  us,  a  relation  which  she  considers  as  neu- 
tral, and  which,  in  a  great  measure,  has  been  very 
honorably  neutral — perhaps  in  some  cases  they 
have  gone  beyond  the  limits  that  neutrality  would 
have  prescribed — has  been  very  much  owing  to 
the  advice  of  this  sovereign.  That  of  itself,  if  so, 
shows  that  if  we  can  with  any  propriety  prove  to 
him  that  we  are  sensible  of  the  friendly  conduct 
which  he  has  observed  toward  us  it  would  seem 
to  be  true  policy  that  we  should  adopt  such  a 
measure. 

He  has  sent  to  us  a  full  minister.  He  thinks 
therefore  that  the  relation  in  which  his  kingdom 
stands  to  us  requires  a  representation  of  that  high 
grade;  and  I  have  no  doubt thathe  would  be  grat- 
ified if  that  compliment  to  us  were  returned  by 
reciprocating  the  compliment  to  him.  Whether 
the  pay  be  too  much  or  too  little  now  is  a  matter 
about  which  the  honorable  member  from  New 
Hampshire  and  myself  perhaps  would  not  differ. 
We  might  not  think  it  was  ]iay  enough.  We  are 
lawyers,  and  we  think  that  a  man  can  hardly  be 
paid  too  well  for  his  services,  whatever  they  may 
be.  Now,  what  is  $7,5U0  or  what  is  :JjlO,000  for 
a  year's  services  of  this  nature.'  Wh.at  are  the 
duties  at  that  court  particularly?  lie  is  obliged 
to  the  extent  of  his  means  to  show  all  possible  at- 
tention to  his  countrymen  at  least;  he  is  obliged 
to  reciprocate  civility;  and  from  what  I  know, 
from  information  upon  which  I  can  rely,  got  not 
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from  Mr.  Sdiiford  but  got  long  figo,  it  costs  almost 
nsniucli  lolivein  Brusselsasitdoesanywlicreelse. 
He  is  able  out  of  his  own  means  and  willing  (or 
he  would  resign  the  office)  to  remain  there  with 
the  salary  lie  lias,  and  as  1  understand  he  has  dis- 
charged his  duties  very  properly,  certainly  lo  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Department. 

But  the  particular  motive  which  operated  upon 
me  in  concurring  with  the  committee  in  this  prop- 
osition is,  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Government. 
I  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Maine  that  in  all 
such  cases,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is  very  much  bet- 
ter that  the  President  himself  should  ask  that  a 
measure  of  this  sort  be  adopted;  but  there  may 
be  reasons  in  any  individual  case  which  would  ren- 
der it  improper  to  suggest  such  a  measure  pub- 
licly. The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
through  their  chairman,  liave  been  in  the  habit,  I 
believe,  from  the  beginning  of  thcGovernmejU  to 
the  present  time,  of  consulting  the  State  Depart- 
ment. His  functions  necessarily  carry  him  to 
that  Department  to  know  the  wishes  of  that  De- 
partment. There  are  a  great  many  things  which 
cannot  be  communicated  properly  by  message; 
they  would  liave  to  be  sent  in  a  message  here  from 
day  to  day.  The  practical  manner  of  conducting 
the  business  that  exists  from  time  to  time,  as  be- 
tween the  committee  and  the  Department,  is  that 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  visits  the  Depart- 
ment, or  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  visits 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  they  determ- 
ine between  themselves  what  is  best  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  Government  in  reference  to  our  foreign 
affairs,  and  the  matter  is  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, and  they 
decide  one  way  or  the  other  as  seems  to  them  to 
be  best. 

But  I  submit,  in  conclusion,  (not  that  I  shall 
feel  that  my  opinion  is  treated  with  anything  but 
proper  respect,)  that  it  would  seem  to  be  but 
courtesy — 1  am  sure  nothing  but  courtesy  is  de- 
signed— when  theCommittce  on  ForeignRelations 
have  been  almost  unanimous,  and,  as  I  thought, 
entirely  unanimous,  until  I  heard  my  friend  from 
Kentucky  this  morning,  in  recommending  this 
measure,  and  when  they  tell  you  that  it  is  a  meas- 
ure which  the  head  of  the  Department  has  at 
•heart,  looking  to  the  interest  of  the  Government 
abroad,  that  the  recommendation  of  the  commit- 
tee should  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  can  comprehend  butone  prac- 
tical purpose  that  is  to  be  subserved  by  raising 
this  mission.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  charge  to 
Brussels  is  a  very  clever  gentleman;  but  his  pro- 
tege, according  to  the  letter  which  has  been  read 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  is  dissatisfied  that  our  charge  to  Bel- 
gium cannot  get  into  the  company  of  the  first-class 
diplomats.  He  has  to  tag — to  use  the  plirase  that 
is  incorporated  in  the  letter — behind  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Powers  so  insignificant  that  it  takes 
an  adept  in  geography  to  determine  where  the 
Governments  and  countries  that  they  represent  are 
located.  The  whole  purpose  and  practical  effect 
of  it  isi  simply  that  our  present  charge  may  get 
into  better  company.  He  is  not  satisfied  with 
walking  in  procession  to  meet  Leopold,  his  Ma- 
jesty, in  the  company  of  charges,  but  he  wants  to 
be  thrown  forward  into  thecompany  of  embassa- 
dors of  the  first  class,  such  as  the  representatives 
of  England  and  France  and  Russia.  Now,  lor 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  transfer  his  posi- 
tion into  higherand  better  company, we  are  asked, 
in  the  first  (ilace,  to  increase  his  grade  to  the  first 
class,  and  the  next  icque.st,  of  course,  wUI  be  to 
give  him  the  means  of  sustaining  the  dignity  and 
respectability  of  that  grade  by  increasing  his  sal- 
ary; and  we  ma'y  be  asked  to  increase  it  to  the 
point  of  the  salary  which  is  given  to  our  repre- 
.sentatives  to  the  court.s  of  London  and  of  Paris. 
1  am  not  disposed  to  increase  thi.sgrade  now,  and 
eventually  the  salary,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
Mr.  Sanford,  respectable  gentleman  as  he  is,  to 
get  into  what  he  deems  to  be  better  company ,  and 
which  he  covets  so  much  to  enter. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  seems  to  bea  perpetual 
disposition  in  the  course  of  this  debate  to  change 
the  issue.  I  .said  that  the  issue  was  how  we  shall 
beat  give  efficiency  to  our  representation  in  Eu- 
rope. Now,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  says 
that  the  issue  is  how  we  shall  give  our  minister 
at  Belgium  an  opportutiity  to  get  into  a  little  bet- 
ter company.  That  is  his  imagination.  Surely 
it  18  not  the  way  the  coiumilicc  have  directed  me 


to  state  the  case.  It  is  not  the  way  in  which  I 
have  stated  it  at  any  time  in  this  discussion.  I 
hope  that  Senators  will  not  be  diverted  from  the 
real  issue.  The  question  is  a  substantial  one: 
will  the  public  interests  be  promoted  by  this 
change.'  The  committee  answer  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  in  my  humble  opinion  the  committee  is 
right. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Will  the  chairman  specify  in 
what  respect  the  public  interest  will  be  promoted, 
in  what  respect  the  efficiency  of  our  representa- 
tive at  the  court  of  Brussels  will  be  increased,  and 
in  what  respect  the  increase  of  his  grade  will  ren- 
der this  Government  and  its  interests  more  ac- 
ceptable to  Leop61d.' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  In  the  same  way,  sir,  that 
the  public  interests  are  promoted  at  London  by 
having  there  a  plenipotentiary  Instead  of  a  min- 
ister of  the  second  class;  in  tiie  way  that  they  are 
also  increased  at  Paris  by  having  there  a  pleni- 
potentiary instead  ofa  minister  of  thesecond  class. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  According  to  that  rule,  we  ought 
to  have  a  first-class  minister  at  every  court  in 
Europe,  and  at  every  Government  in  South  Amer- 
ica, and  everywhere  else  where  we  send  diplo- 
matic representatives. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  No— the  Senator  will  pardon 
me — not  at  every  court  in  Europe,  but  only  at 
those  courts  where  we  have  considerable  interests. 
It  all  pivots  upon  that  question.  What  are  the 
relations  of  our  country  with  the  different  courts 
of  Europe.'  If  we  have  with  them  considerable 
interests,  we  ought  to  be  represented  accordingly. 
If  we  have  with  them  inconsiderable  interests, 
there  is  no  reason  to  raise  the  mission.  We  have 
first-class  missions,  as  I  have  already  said  in  this 
debate,  at  London,  Paris,  Mad  uid,  Turin,  Vienna, 
Berlin,  and  St.  Petersburg;  and  why.' 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Will  the  honorable  chairman 
tell  me  the  relative  proportion  between  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land, the  United  States  and  France,  and  the  United 
States  and  Belgium.' 

iMr.  SUMNER.  There  are  interests  of  all 
kinds,  commercial  and  political,  and  those  inter- 
ests differ  in  different  countries.  I  need  not  re- 
mind the  Senator  that  our  interests  with  England 
and  France  are  vastly  superior  to  those  with  any 
other  country  in  Europe,  much  above  those  with 
Belgium;  but  if  you  ask  me  what  other  country  in 
Europe  I  should  be  disposed  to  place  next  after 
those  two  great  countries-,  in  the  present  condition 
ofour  affairs  at  this  precise  moment,  I  should  hesi- 
tate to  place  any  before  Belgium. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Would  you  not  place  Russia 
before  Belgium .' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  would  not  exaggerate;  but 
I  am  obliged  to  acknowledge,  in  reply  to  the  Sen- 
ator, that  I  should  hesitate  at  this  moment  to  say 
that  even  Russia  was  so  situated  as  to  make  our 
minister  there  so  important  to  our  present  inter- 
ests as  our  minister  at  Belgium,  in  one  word, 
our  minister  at  Brussels  has  more  to  do  than  our 
minister  at  Petersburg.  Do  not  forget,  I  pray 
you,  the  geographical  position  of  Belgium,  its 
thronging,  active  population,  its  commerce,  its 
manufactures.  But  countries  derive  character 
and  even  power  from  their  rulers;  and  this  is  the 
happy  advantage  of  Belgium  at  this  moment,  es- 
pecially in  her  relations  with  us.  You  all  know 
that  her  sovereign  is  able  to  exercise  a  persuasive 
influence  over  international  matters  entirely  out 
of  proportion  to  the  extent  of  territory  which  he 
so  wisely  governs,  and  this  influence  has  been 
exerted  at  a  critical  moment  in  our  favor. 

I  would  not  say  a  word  on  this  occasion  in  dis- 
paragement of  any  other  Power.  But  it  would 
be  difficult,  after  England  and  France,  to  name 
any  Power  which,  all  things  considered,  furnishes 
at  this  moment  such  opportunities  of  usefulness  in 
the  publicscrvice  to  any  plenipotentiary  a.sare  now 
afl'orded  by  Belgium.  Does  the  Senator  wish  to 
Compare  our  interests  therewith  those  in  Prussia, 
one  of  the  most  respectable  and  highly  educated 
courts  of  the  globe,  or  with  Austria,  vast  in  mili- 
tary power  and  physical  resources.'  AtBerlinand 
Vienna  there  is  less  forour  ministers  todo — lessof 
opportunity — than  at  Brussels.  The  geographical 
position  of  these  capitals  is  a  sufficient  explana- 
tion of  this  difl'erencc. 

Or,  if  you  please,  take  the  Government  ofSpain, 
refire.s'enting  that  great  Casiilian  monarchy  on 
which  it  was  said  that  the  sun  never  set.  A  Sen- 
ator whispcra  that  that  waa  aaid  aomc  time  ago. 


True,  but  then  you  have  in  Spain  still  the  old  Cas- 
tilian  pride  and  hopebornof  that  immense  empire; 
and  yet  our  interests  at  this  moment  with  Spain, 
or,  in  other  words,  our  opportunities  in  that  king- 
dom are  not  more  important  than  in  the  smaller 
kingdom  of  Belgium,  which  the  sun  covers  in  a 
single  hour. 

Then  there  is  the  new-born  kingdom  of  Italy, 
where  we  havealsoa  plenipotentiary.  Does  any 
one  suppose  that  if  you  put  aside  that  sympathy 
which  every  American  feels  for  this  interesting 
Power,  newly  dedicated  to  liberty,  our  interests  at 
this  moment  are  equal  to  those  which  we  have 
with  Belgium  .'  Here  again  geography  explains 
the  difference. 

There  only  remains  in  this  review,  to  which  the 
Senator  of  Kentucky  invites  me,  the  empire  of 
Russia,  bound  by  many  yearsof  history  to  friend- 
ship witli  the  United  States,  and  absolutely  fixed 
as  our  friend  beyond  any  jar  of  diplomacy  or  any 
jealousy  of  growing  power.  But  our  commercial 
relations  with  this  extensive  country  are  inferior 
to  those  with  Belgium;  and  Petersburg  is  further 
removed  from  the  great  center  of  observation  than 
Brussels.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  is  illustrious 
from  a  transcendentact  for  which  his  name  will  be. 
blessed;  but  his  assured  friendship  for  our  country 
takes  away  all  solicitude  with  regard  to  his  policy; 
while  the  complications  of  present  questions  in 
which  he  is  involved  render  his  relations  to  other 
European  Governments  less  intimate  than  those  of 
King  Leopold,  even  if  the  latter  had  not  from  fam- 
ily and  personal  character  a  position  of  peculiar 
weight  in  the  scale  of  European  affairs,  so  that  Bel- 
gium under  his  rule  has  an  importance  beyond  her 
natural  power  or  geographical  character.  Belgium 
may  be  small  in  extent;  but  so  was  Greece;  nor 
will  any  one  presume  lo  measure  the  influence 
which  her  sovereign  may  exercise  by  the  number 
of  square  miles  which  he  governs. 

But  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  asked  if  there 
was  any  other  Government  so  small  in  numbers 
where  we  were  represented  by  a  plenipotentiary. 
I  have  before  me  from  the  last  almanac  the  pop- 
ulation of  Chili,  where  we  have  a  plenipotentiary. 
It  is  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thou- 
sand. Here  also  is  the  population  of  Peru,  where 
we  have  a  plenipotentiary:  two  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me  to 
make  a  suggestion.' 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  believe  that  those  mission  sought 
to  be  reduced,  and  I  would  vote  to-day  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  missions  to  Chili  and  to  Peru,  and 
I  believe  that  such  a  proposition  could  be  voted 
without  any  prejudice  to  the  public  interest,  and 
with  some  saving  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well;  but  let  us  take 
each  question  by  itself.  That  is  the  more  prac- 
tical way.  When  the  proposition  to  reduce  the 
missions  to  Chili  and  Peru  shall  be  before  the 
Senate,  I  shall  be  ready  to  meet  it,  and  I  do  not 
say  that  I  shall  not  be  with  the  Senator;  but  that 
proposition  is  not  now  before  us,  nor  is  it  involved 
in  any  way,  even  indirectly,  in  the  proposition 
now  before  us.  I  ask  Senators  to  consider  this 
proposition  on  its  own  merits,  and  not  to  under- 
take to  see  other  propositions  beyond,  which  are 
not  necessarily  involved  in  this. 

It  is  said  that  if  we  raise  this  mission,  next  year 
there  will  be  a  proposition  to  raise  the  salary. 
Very  well;  when  that  proposition  comes  we  can 
meet  it.  Again,  it  is  said  that  next  year  there 
will  be  a  proposition  to  raise  both  mission  and 
salary  at  the  Hague  and  other  places.  Very  well; 
when  that  proposition  comes — and  it  must  have 
the  sanction  of  a  committee  of  this  body  in  order 
to  come  before  the  Senate — let  us  meet  it.  Mean- 
while Ictus  meet  the  actual  quesiion  under  debate, 
which  is  whether  you  will  authorize  the  Govern- 
ment, in  view  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case  and  for  the  support  of  our  interests  abroad, 
to  raise  the  mission  to  Belgium  without  any  in- 
crease of  salary.  I  have  said  this  too  often,  I 
know;  but  I  have  been  driven  to  it  by  the  perti- 
nacity with  which  Senators  have  insisted  upon 
presenting  the  case  in  a  false  light. 

Mr.  IIIiNDRICKS.  On  the  suggestion  of  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  I  withdraw  the 
amendment  which  I  proposed  a  few  minutes  ago; 
but  I  desire  lo  say  that  the  argument  just  sub- 
mitted by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
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eign  Relations  has  strengthened  the  views  which 
induced  me  to  propose  that  amendment.  I  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  very  briefly  to 
the  question  that  is  before  the  body. 

Under  the  act  of  1856  the  Presidentof  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  the  power  to  say  that  this  shall  be 
a  full  mission;  but  he  can  only  say  it  by  giving 
to  the  minister  a  salary  of  $10,000  a  year.  That 
minister  now  has  a  salary  of  $7,500.  By  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  the  President  may  increase 
the  pay  ji2,500  a  vear.  Now,  was  it  a  good  pol- 
icy or  was  it  a  bad  policy  which  was  adopted  in 
1856?  Was  it  well  to  say  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  is  presumed  to  have  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  our  foreign  relations,  should 
possess  the  power  to  say  whether  the  minister 
should  be  a  minister  resident  or  a  full  minister? 
It  is  presumed  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  knows  very  intimately  and  accurately  the 
relations  between  this  Government  and  any  par- 
ticular Government  of  Europe,  and  the  delicacy 
and  importance  of  the  questions  that  arise  be- 
tween the  two  Governments.  The  Senator  now 
tells  us  that  the  questions  between  us  and  Belgium 
are  inferior  to  the  questions  between  us  and  no 
other  Government  of  Europe  except  France  and 
England. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  said  the  "  interests."  That 
was  the  word  I  used. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Then  the  interests  in 
charge  of  the  minister  to  Belgium  are  as  import- 
ant as  the  interests  confided  to  our  minister  at  St. 
Petersburg,  at  Madrid,  or  at  Berlin;  and  yet  the 
Senator  says  that  the  minister  who  has  charge  of 
these  importantinterests  ought  to  have  but  jJ7,500, 
while  the  other  ministers  are  getting  from  ten  to 
twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a  year.  Is 
the  Senate  to  consider  on  a  question  of  $2,500, 
and  depart  from  the  policy  that  was  adopted  in 
1856?  If  we  raise  the  rank  of  this  minister,  we 
ought  to  give  him  the  $2,500  additional.  This 
Government  is  not  so  poor  that  it  cannot  pay  tim 
that  addition.  Certainly,  we  are  not  willing  to 
say  by  the  passage  of  this  bill  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  so  embarrassed  in  its  finances  that  it  will 
raise  the  rank  because  of  the  importance  of  the 
mission,  and  yet  it  cannot  aftord  to  raise  the  pay 
$2,500.  _ 

I  am  in  favor  of  leaving  it  where  the  act  of  1856 
has  left  it.  If  our  interests  at  that  coUrt  are  so 
important  and  so  delicate,  let  the  President  of  the 
United  States  say  so,  and  let  him  give  the  minister 
$10,000  a  year.  It  is  not  too  much.  While  I  am 
in  favor  of  economy,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  com- 
mencing it  at  foreign  courts.  I  like  to  see  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  well  represented 
abroad;  I  take  a  pride,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  in  that  respect;  and  I  want  to  see  our  min- 
isters paid  such  handsome  salaries  that  they  can 
bear  themselves  as  the  representatives  of  one  of 
the  first  Powers  of  the  world.  If  we  raise  this 
rank,  let  us  give  the,  man  some  respectable  pay. 
It  may  be  that  the  argument  is  all  right  that  it 
ought  to  be  a  first-class  mission;  but  certainly  it 
follows  inevitably  from  that  argument  that  he 
ought  to  have  the  pay  of  a  first-class  minister; 
and  if  that  be  the  conclusion,  leave  it  with  the 
President,  where  the  policy  of  1856  left  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  If  we  had  not  at  this  moment 
an  army  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  men  in  the 
field,  and  were  not  calling  upon  our  people  to  con- 
tribute by  taxation  or  by  loans  to  the  support  of 
this  war,  I  should  agree  with  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  and  insist  that  in  raising  this  mission  to 
Belgium  we  should  also  raise  tlie  salary.  But,  sir, 
we  are  in  the  midst  of  war,  for  the  support  of 
which  we  are  exposed  to  unparalleled  drafts  upon 
the  Treasury;  and  precisely  on  this  account  I  am 
unwilling  to  aid  in  raising  any  of  our  salaries 
abroad,  especially  those  of  a  diplomatic  character. 

That  is  my  precise  answer  to  the  argument  of 
the  Senator  from  Indiana,  and  1  believe  he  will 
confess  it  is  asuflicientanswer.  Suppose  we  be- 
gin, where  shall  we  end?  Is  the  Senator  aware 
of  the  applications  for  increase  of  salaries  that 
have  been  made  from  persons  in  the  foreign  ser- 
vice? There  is  hardly  one  abroad  who  has  not 
made  complaint,  either  officially  or  unofficially, 
on  this  account.  There  are  Senators  on  this  floor 
who  have  letters  from  those  with  whom  they  are 
personally  acquainted  in  Europe,  urging  that  their 
salaries  should  be  raised.  1  havesucldetters.  I 
know  well  that  there  are  many  of  them  at  the  De- 
partment of  State.    Indeed  the  Secretary  haj  as- 


sured me  that  there  is  hardly  one  in  the  foreign 
service  who  has  not  made  his  complaint  to  the  De- 
partment. The  conclusion  to  which  he  was  driven 
was  that  the  subject  must  not  be  touched.  You 
cannot  undertake  to  raise  one  without  being  con- 
strained to  meet  the  question  why  you  do  not 
raise  another,  and  indeed  the  door  wogld  be 
opened  to  raise  all.  It  was  precisely  on  this  ac- 
count that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
taking  the  whole  subject  into  consideration, feel- 
ing that  the  case  of  Belgium  was  exceptional,  un- 
dertook to  make  an  exceptional  proposition, 
namely,  to  raise  the  grade  without  raising  the  sal- 
ary, and  in  making  this  proposition  they  humbly 
,believed  that  they  performed  apatriotic  duty.  In 
presenting  it  to  the  Senate,  as  the  organ  of  that 
committee,  I  did  not  anticipate  the  opposition 
which  it  has  encountered,  and  especially  the  tone 
of  this  debate.  I  have  presented  it  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end  on  its  merits;  and  on  its  merits 
alone  1  ask  your  votes. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  will  not  enter  upon  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject;  but  as  I  have  a  vote  to 
cast,  and  intend  to  castit  affirmatively  on  this  prop- 
osition, I  desire  to  state  that  in  castingthat  vote  I 
shall  be  governed  by  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  On  questions 
involving  the  expenditure  of  money  I  would  or- 
dinarily, in  fact  1  may  say  universally,  follow  the 
lead  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
of  this  body;  but  I  do  not  fear  this  proposition  as 
one  that  will  be  followed  by  any  derpand  for  an 
increase  of  salary;  and  ^hUe  I  am  up  I  will  say 
that  if  it  should  be  followed  by  a  demand  for  an 
increase  of  the  general  salary  paid  to  ministers 
resident  I  would  not  fail  to  support  it  to  that  ex- 
tent; and  I  would,  in  view  of  the  considerations 
presented  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  feel  that  I  was  simply  doing 
an  economical  and  proper  duty  in  giving  such  a 
vote.  In  giving  this  vote,  however,!  will  not  be 
governed  by  the  consideration  of  money,  but  sim- 
ply by  a  desire  to  maintain  the  position  taken  and 
the  views  presented  so  ably  and  forcibly  by  the 
very  able  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  It  is  very  true,  as  has  been 
said  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  that  probably  nearly  every  mem- 
ber of  this  body  has  received  letters  from  his 
friends  who  are  enjoying  the  position  of  consuls 
or  ministers  abroad,  requesting  that  some  effort 
may  be  made  to  increase  their  salaries  and  to  in- 
crease their  grade;  but  here  is  an  invidious  dis- 
tinction attempted  ta  be  made  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  it  strikes  me.  Mr.  San- 
ford,  who  happens  to  be  minister  resident  of  this 
Government  at  Belgium,  procures  leave  of  ab- 
sence from  the  Secretary  of  State  orthe  President, 
and  comes  here,  and  immediately  or  very  soon 
after  reaching  this  Government,  a  proposition  is 
made  for  his  benefit  and  for  the  benefitof  nobody 
else,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  interrupt  him  just  there?  The  proposition  I 
have  had  the  honorof  moving  was  voted  upon  and 
adopted  in  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
several  weeks,  I  think,  before  it  was  known  even 
that  Mr.  Sanford  was  on  the  way  to  this  country. 
I  can  assure  the  Senator  that  1  had  no  idea  that 
Mr.  Sanford  was  coming  when  I  first  submitted 
this  proposition  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  am  very  happy  to  hear  the 
explanation  made  by  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, for  1  apprehend  that  without  that  explana- 
tion there  would  have  been  a  perfect  avalanche  of 
these  foreign  ministers  and  consuls  upon  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Will  the  gentleman  permit  me? 
I  understand  that  that  proposition  was  submitted 
to  the  committee  this  morning  and  voted  upon  by 
the  committee  this  morning. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  was  discussed  in  committee 
this  morning.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  according 
to  the  rules  to  speak  of  what  passed  in  commit- 
tee; but  my  impression  is  that  I  submitted  this 
proposition  to  the  committee  two  months  ago. 
The  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Doolittle,] 
who  is  on  the  committee,  will  remember  better 
than  I  do,  but  I  think  it  was  about  two  months 
ago. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  admit  that  the  proposition  has 
been  for  some  time  before  t^hc  committee.  To  be 
sure,  I  have  been  very  irregular  in  my  attendance 
upon  the  committee,  but  I  have  never  known  it 


to  be  submitted  and  voted  upon  decidedly  until 
this  morning. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator,  I  know,  desires 
to  have  the  fact  stated  as  it  is.  I  assure  the  Sen- 
ator that  it  was  submitted  and  voted  upon  long 
since. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Why  was  it  repeated  this  morn- 
ing? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  was  repeated  this  morning 
on  account  of  the  discussion  yesterday.  We 
were  in  committee  this  morning,  and  reference 
was  made,  naturally  enough,  perhaps,  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  day  before.  The  Senator  was 
present  and  knows  what  passed.    . 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Of  course  I  do  not  know  what 
has  occurred  in  the  committee,  and  I  am  not  anx- 
ious to  know;  I  only  know  this  fact,  and  the 
country  knows  it,  that  almost  simultaneously 
with  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Sanford  from  the  court  to 
which  he  was  accredited  by  this  Government,  a 
proposition  is  made  in  the  Senate  to  amend  a 
House  bill  so  as  to  raise  his  grade  from  that  of  a 
resident  minister  to  a  minister  plenipotentiary. 
That  is  a  fact  that  is  patent  to  the  world,  and 
from  which  the  country  would  be  disposed  to 
judge  of  this  proposition,  and  from  which  our 
other  foreign  ministers  and  consuls  would  judge. 
Mr.  Sanford  comes  here,  and  this  proposition  is 
made,  and  where  does  it  come  from? 

Mr.  President,  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
has  attempted  to  impress  upon  the  Senate  that 
our  interests  in  Belgium  are  quite  as  important  as 
they  are  in  any  country  save  France  and  England. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     At  this  moment. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Is  this  so?  Why  is  it  so? 
Has  the  Senator  stated  any  reason?  I  asked  him 
the  reason,  but  he  failed  to  give  any.  It  is  true 
that  Leopold,  the  sovereign  of  Belgium,  has  here- 
tofore been  a  kind  of  arbitrator  between  our  and 
other  Governments,  in  relation  to  disputes  that 
existed  between  us  and  those  Governments;  and 
why  ?  Was  it  because  he  was  a  powerful  mon- 
arch, because  he  ruled  in  a  country  that  possessed 
great  power  and  force?  No;  but  because  of  its 
very  insignificance.  He  was  an  honest  man,  it 
was  believed;  he  was  an  intelligent  man;  but  his 
"Government  was  so  exceedingly  insignificant  on 
the  face  of  Europe  that  it  had  not  been  mixed  up 
or  connected  with  any  of  the  great  continental 
questions  that  separated  Russia  from  Prussia,  or 
Prussia  from  Austria,  or  England  from  France, 
or  France  from  Spain.  That  was  the  reason  why 
our  interests  have  been  with  that  Government. 
Now,  is  it  proposedto  submit  any  further  arbi- 
trations to  King  Leopold?  Is  there  any  proba- 
bility that  our  interests  are  to  continue  to  be  of 
so  much  moment  at  his  Government?  If  they 
are  not,  why  do  you  propose  to  raise  this  mission 
instead  of  the  one  at  Copenhagen,  or  the  one  at 
Stockholm,  or  the  one  at  the  Hague,  or  the  one 
at  Portugal?  with  either  one  of  which  we  have  to- 
day more  commercial  intercourse  than  we  have 
with  this  Government  of  Belgium,  if  I  am  cor- 
rectly informed. 

Mr.  President,  I  liave  no  doubt  that  this  prop- 
osition will  be^idopted,  and  I  can  see  exactly 
what  will  be  the  result  of  it;  that,  if  not  at  this 
session,  at  any  rate  before  this  Congress  ad- 
journs, we  shall  raise  all  the  grades  and  the  pay 
of  our  ministers  and  of  our  foreign  consols. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  from  Iowa  opens 
now  a  new  question.  He  asks  about  our  interests 
in  Belgium. 

I  answer  they  are,  first,  commercial;  and  those 
are  considerable. 

Secondly,  they  are  political;  and  these  are  at- 
this  moment  if  possible  more  importantthan  any- 
thing from  commerce.  These  political  interests 
have  their  importance  partly  from  the  central  po- 
sition of  Belgium  in  Europe,  being,  as  I  stated 
yesterday,  on  the  highway  of  travel  there,  so  thal^ 
it  is  a  point  of  observation  for  our  minister,  from 
which  he  may  take  note  of  what  passes  over  the 
whole  Continent.  But  these  interests  are  aug- 
mented at  this  time  beyond  perhaps  their  natural 
importance  by  the  character  of  the  reigning  sov- 
ereign. The  Senator  says  that  the  power  is  in- 
significant, but  the  intelligence  of  that  sovereign 
is  not  insignificant,  nor  is  his  influence  insignifi- 
cant. The  Senator  knows  very  well  that  there  is 
no  sovereign  in  Europe  at  this  moment  who  on 
personal  grounds  has  so  much  weight. 

Our  interests  in  Belgium  are,  in  the  third  place, 
represented  by  the  fact  that  we  liavc  been  in  the 
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habit  of  selecting  King  Leopold  as  our  arbitrator 
in  questions  with  foreign  Powers.  We  have  made 
him  our  |iaclc-horse 

Air.  GRIMES.  Have  we  not  done  so  with  the 
King  of  Holland.' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  A  great  many  years  ago.  It 
was  the  ancestor  of  the  present  king. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  But  the  king  does  not  die,  I 
believe;  the  Government  continues;  and  I  do  not 
know  but  tliat  the  present  king  is  as  eminent  as 
the  old  one. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  we  are  legis- 
lating in  the  present,  not  in  the  past,  nor  even  in 
the  future;  we  are  meeting  things  as  they  are;  we 
are  dealing  with  a  practical  case.  It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion whet  her  we  will  have  a  plenipotentiary  at  Brus- 
sels five  years  or  ten  years  from  now,  when  the 
present  sovereign  will  have  ceased  to  reign,  if  in 
ihat  time  lie  should  be  called  away,  but  how  weshall 
be  represented  there  at  this  moment,  in  the  present 
condition  of  our  atTairs.    Tliis  is  the  question. 

But,  says  the  Senator,  if  we  have  a  jilcnipoten- 
tiary  at  Brussels  there  will  be  a  call  to  have  another 
at  Copenhagen.  Does  he  forget  the  difference  be- 
tween Denmark  and  Belgium .'  The  whole  popula- 
tion of  Denmark,  even  including  the  duchies  of 
Schleswig,  Ilolstein,  and  Lauenburg,  whicli  have 
already, as  tlie  Senator  knows  very  well, separated 
from  Denmark,  is  only  two  million  six  hundred 
and  five  thousand;  and  our  interests  there,  I  need 
not  say,  either  commercial  or  jiolitical,  are  of 
small  importance  compared  with  those  which  we 
have  in  Belgium. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  inquire  of  the  Senator  if  he 
includes  the  Danish  possessions  abroad  in  that 
estimate. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     No;  I  do  not. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Powell.) 
Thcamcndment  proposed  by  theSenator  from  In- 
diana to  the  amendment  having  been  withdrawn, 
the  f|uestion  recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted 
— yeas  21,  nays  18;  as  follows: 

YRAS — Messrs.  Aiitlioiiy,  Cli^nrllor,  Coinies.s,  Dixon, 
Dooliulo,  l\)st(.'r,  Harris,  llow.ird,  Jolinsoii,  Lane  of  fmli- 
niia,  l.aiH!  of  K.iiisas,  Morgan,  Mm  rill,  I'oini'roy,  Ramsey, 
.Siiiniier,  Van  VVinlilc,  VVailc,  VVilliinson,  VVilley,  and  Wil- 
son— 01. 

N.\Vr>— Messrs.  liucltalcw,  Claris,  Collamer,  Cowan, 
Davis,  l'csseii(lc;n,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harding,  [larlaii,  II(>m- 
dricks,  llowi',  Nesmitli,  l'owell,Saulsljury,  Slierman,  Ton 
Eyck,  and-Trumhull— 18. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  to  move  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  in  line  sixty-three,  by  inserting  "Clif- 
ton" and  "  Coaticook"  in  the  list  of  consulates. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  My  colleague  has  sev- 
eral amendments  to  offer,  if  1  understand  aright, 
providing  for  about  ten  consulates.  I  should  lijje 
to  have  him  read  them  all  over  and  explain  to  tlie 
Senate  the  necessity  of  the  whole.  If  we  pass  one, 
we  ought  to  pass  all,  and  they  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  whole. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Can  they  iipt  be  provided 
for  in  one  amendment.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  They  come  in  at  differ- 
ent places. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  They  arc  substantially  one 
amendment,  though  tl)ey  must  be  offered  sepa- 
rately. The  amendment  provides  for  ten  consu- 
lates in  Canada.  They  arc  in  lieu  of  that  num- 
ber or  a  larger  number  of  consular  agents  now 
provided  for  by  law,  and  appointed  by  the  consul 
general.  The  Dejyartment  of  State  recommend 
that  in  lieu  of  these  consular  agents  there  shall 
be  appointed  ten  consuls  to  reside  at  important 
places  in  Canada, and  who  shall  l)e  under  the  gen- 
eral regulations  of  law  applicable  to  con.suls  in 
foreign  countries.  Such  have  been  the  relations 
?)f  that  country  to  this,  particularly  since  the 
breaking  out  of  this  rebellion,  that  this  amend- 
ment of  tin;  law  is  very  important  to  the  puljlic 
interest.s.  The  Committee  on  Commerre  have 
had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  have 
come  to  the  ((niclusirm  that  the  recommendations 
of  the  Dc|)artment  should  be  adopted;  and  they 
have  instructed  me  to  move  the  necessary  arnenif- 
mnnts  to  this  bill.  The  consulates  to  be  inserted 
are  Clifton,  Coalicook,  Erie,  Goderich,  Kin^s- 
inn,  PrescoH,  Port  Sarnia,  Saint  Lambert,  To- 
ronto, and  Windf^or. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     I  think  ihc amendments 


had  better  be  moved  separately,  and  they  will  be 
understood  better,  perhaps. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Then  I  move  to  insert  in  line 
sixty-three,  in  the  schedule  of  consulates  pro- 
vided for,  tlie  words  "  Clifton, -Coaticook." 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Before  that  question  is 
taken  I  will  state  another  fact,  so  that  the  Senate 
may  fully  understand  the  matter.  The  commu- 
nication on  this  subject  was  originally  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  but  thin  king  it  more  proper 
for  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  we  sent  it  to  that 
committee forconsidcration.  The presentsystem 
in  Canada  is  that  we  have  a  cotisul  general  and 
he  appoints  consular  agents.  It  has  been  found 
very  difficult  at  the  present  rate  of  fees,  which  are 
■very  small  as  now  regulated,  to  get  any  agent  to 
do  the  business.  It  is  proposed  to  change  that 
somewhat  in  regard  to  the  fees,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  get  agents  who  are  not  engaged  in  other  busi- 
ness. The  consequence  is  that  the  consul  general 
is  obliged  to  appoint  men  engaged  in  other  busi- 
ness, and  frequently  men  who  arc  engaged  with 
railroads  or  one  thing  or  another  of  that  sort. 
The  result  has  been  that  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try has  always  been  subordinated  to  the  private 
business,  and  has  suffered  very  much  in  conse- 
quence of  it.  A  short  time  ago  a  couple  of  agents 
were  appointed  to  examine  the  whole  subject. 
One  of  them  was  a  gen-tleman  who  has  charge  of 
the  consular  bureau  in  the  State  Department,  a 
very  valuable  officer,  and  the  other  one  of  the  best 
oflicers  connected  with  the  Treasury  Department. 
They  went  through  Canada  and  examined  the 
whole  matter  in  order  to  see  what  could  be  done. 

It  is  well  ascertained  that  extensive  prepara- 
tions are  now  making  with  reference  to  smuggling 
in  view  of  our  high  tariff.  It  becomes  important, 
therefore,  that  consuls  shall  be  employed  in  Can- 
ada who  will  be  able  to  devote  their  whole  time 
to  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  to  ferreting  out 
these  matters  and  giving  the  proper  information, 
so  the  Department  believes.  The  fees  at  present 
paid,  wjiicli  were  made  very  low  by  an  amend- 
ment to  an  appropriation  bill  a  short  time  ago, 
are  not  sufficient  to  procure  men  who  will  give 
much  attention  to  the  business,  or  who  will  be 
likely  to  be  of  any  great  use.  We  must  leave  the 
whole  matter  open,  as  it  is  nov/,and  take  the  con- 
sequences that  may  result,  or  else  we  must  appoint 
consuls  whose  whole  business  it  shall  be  to  at- 
tend to  this  matter;  and  we  must  also  change  the 
law  with  reference  to  the  fees,  in  order  that  they 
may  help  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  consulates. 

I  may  here  remark  that  although  we  make  ap- 
parently a  pretty  large  appropriation  for  consuls, 
a  very  large  part  of  it  is  paid  by  the  f(^es.  The 
fees  have  been  much  increased  under  one  law 
passed  during  the  last  Congress  requiring  triple 
invoices,  and  establishing  a  new  system  of  in- 
voices forgoods  shipped  for  this  country  abroad. 
The  increase  in  the  fees  in  a  single  year  has  been 
about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  there  is 
very  good  reason  to  believe  that  in  a  short  period 
our  consular  system  will  become  almost  if  not 
quite  self-supporting  at  the  rate  of  its  improve- 
ment within  the  last  few  years. 

It  is  for  the  Senate  to  consider  whether  for 
these  reasons,  in  reference  to  the  important  busi- 
ness that  may  be  growing  up  owing  to  the  great 
difference  between  our  tariff  and  the  tariff  of  the 
British  provinces,  it  is  not  necessary  to  adopt 
some  system  which  will  at  any  rate  tend  to  check 
the  evil  in  some  degree,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it 
will  in  a  very  considerable  degree. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Inline  sixty-four  I  propose 
to  insert  the  word  "  Erie." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  sixty-five  I  move  to 
insert  "  Goderich." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  sixty-seven  I  move 
to  insert  the  words  "  Kingston  in  Canada." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  seventy-five  I  move 
to  insert  ."Prescott." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL-  I"  ''"e  seventy-eight  I  move 
to  insert  "Port  Sarnia." 

The.  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  eighty  1  move  to  iii- 
serl  "Saint Lambert. '*^ 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  eighty-two  I  move 
to  insert  "Toronto." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  eighty-four  I  move 
to  insert  "Windsor." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Inline  one  hundred  and  four 
I  move  to  insert  "Clifton,  Coaticook,  Erie,  Goder- 
icli,  Kingston  in  Canada,  Prescott,  Port  Sarnia, 
Saint  Lambert,  Toronto,  and  Windsor,"  in  the 
provision  giving  to  certain  consnls  an  annual  sal- 
ary of  ^1,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  propose  to  amend  the  bill 
further  by  adding  as  a  new  section: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tlie  third  section  of  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  *lie  consular  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending 
30th  of  June,  18G0,"  approved  March  3,  lb59,  is  hereby  re- 
pealed, and  the  fee  for  certifying  invoices  to  be  charged  by 
the  consul  general  for  the  British  North  American  provinces 
in  subordinate  consular  offices  and  agencies,  for  goods 
not  exceeding  $100  in  value,  shall  be  one  dollar,  and  the 
same  shall  be  charged  for  certifying  tlie  growth  or  produc- 
tion of  goods  made  duty  free  by  the  reciprocity  treaty: 
Provided,  however,  That  no  such  certificate  of  growth  or 
production  shall  be  required  for  goods  not  exceeding  in 
value  the  sum  of  ff:200. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  further  iftstructed  by 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  on  page  5,  by  inserting  after  line 
one  hundred  and  seven  the  following: 

For  additional  salary  of  the  consul  at  Nassau,  $2,000; 
and  the  salary  of  said  consul  is  hereby  established  at  $4,000, 
to  commence  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  18U4. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  think  the  amend- 
ment ought  to  be  adopted  in  that  shape.  I  am 
opposed  to  going  back,  in  raising  these  salaries, 
to  the  beginning  of  the  year.  If  they  are  to  be 
raised  they  can  be  raised  for  the  next  year,  if  the 
Senate  see  fit  to  raise  them  in  any  particular  case, 
but  I  do  not  care  about  beginning  in  th»  middle 
of  the  year.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  put  his  amendment  in  a 
different  shape,  and  simply  say,  and  the  salary 
of  the  consul  at  Nassau  for  the  yearcoinmcncing 
on  the  1st  of  July,  1864,  shall  be  so  much.  Then 
if  the  Senate  agree  to  that  we  can  make  a  corre- 
sponding change  in  the  aggregate  sum.  I  do  not 
think  either  the  Senate  or  the  House  will  be  will- 
ing to  commence  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  and 
vote  to  raise  salaries  beginning  at  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary last.  As  it  reads  now  it  makes  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  necessary.  I  suggest  to  the 
Senator  to  put  in  another  place  the  proposition 
for  the  six  months'  salary,  beginning  on  the  1st 
of  January  last,  carrying  it  up  to  the  close  of  the 
present  fiscal  year  at  the  rate  of  :»ji4,000,  and  then 
increase  the  regular  salary  from  that  time  to 
i^4,000.  I  should  hardly  think  it  was  worth  while 
at  the  present  time  to  attempt  to  go  back  at  all, 
even  if  the  salaries  have  been  )ow,  but  to  begin 
at  the  commencement  of  the  comiag  fiscal  year, 
if  we  begin  at  all. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  applications  for  increase 
of  salaries  of  consuls  are  very  general.  The  com- 
mittee felt  constrained,  under  a  belief  that  there 
was  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  officers  generally,  to  dis- 
countenance the  increase  of  these  salaries;  but 
there  weie  three  cases  that  were  considered  par- 
ticularly meritorious,  and  the  one  under  consid- 
eration is  one  of  them.  The  evidence  before  us 
in  the  case  of  the  consul  at  Nassau  was,  that  the 
duties  of  that  office  had  been  very  largely  in- 
creased and  the  expenses  of  living  had  been 
largely  increased. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  What  is  the  present  sal- 
ary .' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  present  salary  is  §3,000. 
The  committer,  therefore,  were  constrained  to  rec- 
ommend an  increase  of  salary  in^that  case. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     When  does  it  date  from .' 

•Mr.  MORRILL.     January  last. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Let  me  ask  the  Senator,  did 
we  not  increase  the  salary  of  this  consulship  the 
other  day .' 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  think  not. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Have  we  not  increased  it  since 
this  war  bei;an  f 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  not  sure.  I  do  not 
remember  how  thai  may  be.  The  committee  be- 
lieved that  there  should  be  some  compensation  for 
past  services.     The  proposition  of  the  chairman 
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of  ittc  Cuniinittce  on  Finance  would  only  modify 
tluit  proposition,  and  ilicrcfore  I  do.  not  care  to 
resist  it.  I  will  accept  tlie  modification  he  bus 
jH-oposed,  that  the  salary  of  this  consul  shall  be 
§4,000,  to  commence  from  and  after  the  30th  of 
June  next. 

Mr.  FE3SENDEN.  Tlien  it  will  read  in  this 
way  : 

TlKit  the  uiilary  nf  tlic  consiil  at  >riisfau  shall  be  $1,000, 
10  coiiiriicMCc  IVoni  and  after  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal 
year. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  am  satisfied  wo  must  have 
raised  the  salary  of  the  consul  at  Nassau  some 
time  between  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion 
and  the  present  moment,  if  his  salary  is  now 
$3,000  a  year;  for,  ordinaril)',  in  time  of  peace, 
there  is  very  little  for  a  consul  to  do  at  Nassau; 
and  I  do  not  see  wliat  he  is  to  do  there  now.  We 
liave  no  commerce  there.  1  have  no  doubt  the 
consul  there  ought  to  have  money  for  various  pur- 
poses in  order  to  obtain  information;  bull  do  not 
knovv  that  this  is  I  he  way  to  furnish  iiim  with  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  suppose  there  are  di- 
vers letters  and  papers  on  the  subjcct.explaining 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  them  at  hand,  butthe  communications 
from  the  State  Department  are  very  full  on  the 
subject  of  the  duties  of  this  consul,  showing  that 
they  have  been  very  important  and  very  arduous. 
It  is  one  of  the  few  cases,  and  1  do  not  know  but 
almost  the  only  case,  where  the  State  Department 
linve  recommended  an  increase  of  salary. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  salary  of  this  consul  in 
1861  was  ^2,000,according  to  the  Blue  Book.  We 
have  already  raised  it  5^1,000,  fifty  per  cent. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it 
is  only  §2,000  now. 

The  PRESIDINGOFFICER,  (Mr.  Powell  in 
the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  as 
modified,  to  insert  the  following: 

The  salary  of  the  consul  at  Nassau  shall  be  $4,000,  to 
coiiimeiicc  after  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  instructed  to  move  a 
further  amendment  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the 
amendment  already  made: 

The  salary  of  llie  consul  at  Lyons  shall  he  established  at 
$'2,0U0,  to  conniience  on  ihc  1st  day  of  January,  1864. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  suppose  the  Senator 
will  alter  that  in  the  same  way  as  the  last  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Yes,  sir.     It  should  read: 
The  salary  of  the  consul  at  Lyons  shall  be  ,*'3,00i),  to  com- 
mence alter  tlie  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  be  so 
modified. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  What  is  the  salary  of 
the  consul  at  Lyons  now? 

Mr.  GRLMES.     Fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  We  have  only  increased  it 
$500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  instructed  to  move  fur- 
ther, to  come  in  at  the  same  place,  the  following 
amendment: 

The  salary  of  the  consul  at  Manchester  shall  be  estab- 
lished at  ^fJjOOO,  to  coniracnce  alter  the  close  of  the  pres- 
ent fiscal  year. 

That  salary  is  now  ^2,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Before  the  Senate  act  on 
these  amendments,  I  should  like  to  have  the  pa- 
pers exjilainitig  them  laid  before  the  Senate.  I 
suppose  those  papers  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Conmierce.  I  do  not  remember  about 
the  consuls  at  Lyons  and  Manchester;  but  I  do 
remember  something  about  the  case  of  the  consul 
at  Nassau,  and  tliat  was  very  strongly  pressed 
by  the  Department. 

Mr.MOPiRILL.  The  evidence  is  pretty  strong, 
lam  sure;  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  the  papers 
at  iiand  in  those  cases. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Is  the  consulate  at  Manches- 
ter more  important  than  the  consulate  at  South- 
ampton.' 

Mr.  MORRILC.  A  great  deal  more  so  at  the 
present  time.  1  do  not  think  I  have  those  papers 
here;  but  I  will  endeavor  to  find  them  in  the  com- 
mittee-room. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  While  the  Senator  from 
Maine  is  gone  to  find  the  papers  applicable  to  the 
increase  of  salaries  of  these  three  consuls,  I  will 


simply  state  my  m*cmnry  of  the  one  whose  salary 
is  now  proposed  to  be  increased;  and  that  is  the 
consul  at  INIanchestcr.  If  1  recollect  aright,  it 
appeared  by  a  communication  from  the  State  De- 
partmetit  tlint  a  new  system  had  been  adopted 
there  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  frauds,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  consul  had  triplicated  all 
invoices. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  That  system  was  adopted 
here. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  Vcryvvell.  The  additional 
burden  of  that  duty  has  been  thrown  on  this  of- 
ficer, and  it  has  been  ascertained  (o  have  resulted 
in  a  considerable  saving  to  the  country  and  a 
great  advantage  to  its  revenue.  That  was  the 
general  fact  in  relation  to  this  consulate, as  is  with- 
in the  memory  of  myself  and  my  associates  on 
the  committee.  It  appeared  to  us  that,  taking 
into  consideration  the  large  increase  of  his  duties 
and  the  expenses  of  living  there,  it  was  highly 
proper  that  an  exception  should  be  made  in  his 
case  as  in  the  case  of  the  consul  at  Lyons  and  the 
consul  at  Nassau.  It  is'manifest  to  everybody, 
and  is  well  known  to  the  Government,  that  the 
duties  of  the  consulate  at  Nassau  have  been  large- 
ly increased  iri  conse(|uence  of  that  being  the  de- 
pot fur  all  the  blockade  runners,  and  it  is  desira- 
ble that  we  should  have  a  first-rate  man,  the  best 
the  country  can  produce,  to  look  after  our  inter- 
ests there.  1  have  no  doubt  that  if  ihe  Senator 
from  Maine  can  lay  his  hand  on  the  communica- 
tions from  the  Department  of  State,  they  will  sus- 
tain the  general  facts  as  I  have  stated  them  here 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  For  the  sake  of  having 
the  bill  reported  to  the  Senate,  as  I  understand 
this  is  the  last  of  the  amendments  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,!  am  willing  to  let  it  be  adopted, 
and  the  papers  can  be  read  afterwards. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Ijill  was  reported  to  the  Senate asamended. 

The  PRESIDING^  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  concurring  in  the  amendments  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  desire  to  except  from  the 
general  vote  on  concurring  in  the  amendments 
that  amendment  which  relates  to  the  appointment 
of  consular  pupils.  I  desire  a  separate  vote  on 
that. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thtit  amend- 
ment will  be  excepted. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  are  several  amend- 
ments on  which  a  separate  vote  will  be  required, 
and  I  think  v.'e  may  as  well  take  the  question  now 
on  concurring  in  this  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Is  it  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Senate  that  the  vole  shall  be  taken  on 
all  the  amendments  together  except  the  one  indi- 
cated.'' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  we  had  bettertakc 
the  vote  on  this  simple  amendment  first. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Thatis  what  I  have  sug- 
gested. I  suppose  we  can  informally  pass  over 
the  previous  amendments. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  other 
amendments  will  be  passed  over  informally,  and 
the  question  will  be  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  excepted  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont. 

Mr.  JOPINSON.  I  ask  the  reading  of  the 
amendment. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment,  which  was 
on  page  5,  lines  fifty-one  and  fifty-two,  after  the 
word  "agent"  to  insert  "and  twenty-five  con- 
sular pupils;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

For  salaries  of  consuls  general,  consuls,  commercial 
agents,  and  twenty-five  consular  pupils,  namely,  &c. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  question;  not  that  I  suppose  it  will  be  of 
any  practical  use,  but  1  wish  to  have  the  subject 
understood,  and  at  least  to  explain  the  ground  of 
my  own  vote. 

In  the  year  1856  there  was  passed  a  law  relating 
to  our  diplomatic  and  consular  establishment  gen- 
erally. Tlx;  seventh  section  of  that  act  was  in 
these  words: 

"Skc.7.  Anil  licit  further  cnacleil,  Tiiat  the  Presldiint  bo 
and  is  hereby  authorized,  whenever  he  shall  tliijiU  the  pub- 
lie  good  will  be  promoted  thereby,  to  appoint  c(nisular  pu- 
pils not  to  exceed  twenty-fivi>  in  nunilicn-  at  any  one  time, 
who  shall  be  citizens  of  ihe  Lfnited  States,  and  entitled  to 
componsatioii  for  their  services,  respectively,  at  a  rate  not 
to  exceed .^'1,000  per  annum,  to  bedeterniined  by  the  Pres- 
ident, and  to  assign  sueh  pnpils,  from  time  to  time,  to  such 
consulates,  and  with  such  duties, as  ho  may  think  proper; 
and  before  the  appointment  of  any  such  pupil  shall  be  made, 


satisfactory  evidence  by  examination  or  otherwise  shall  be 
furnished  of  Ills  qualifiearions  and  fitness  for  the  (iffica  lo 
the  Secretary  ofSiate.and  by  him  laid  before  Ihe  President." 

That  law  was  passed  in  August,  1856.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1857, it  was  repealed;  and  it  iherefore  never 
went  into  practical  effect  at  all.  There  had  not 
been  any  appropriation  made  to  cany  it  into 
tlTect,  and  it  was  not  carried  into  effect  up  to  ihc 
time  at  which  it  was  repealed.  It  is  now  pro- 
posed, as  I  understand  it,  to  repeal  the  repealing 
claui^e  and  revive  thatact.  I  am  fully  aware  that 
the  Department  of  State  now  as  then  are  very  tena- 
cious of  this  [iropositioii,  and  it  is  unpleasant  at 
all  times  to  feel  bound  even  in  judgment  to  oppose 
a  proposition  especially  coming  from  the  heads 
of  Departments  and  of  the  Administration  that 
we  profess  to  support;  but  my  judgment,  made  up 
about  it  at  ihe  time  of  its  i-epeal,  remains  with  me 
until  I  hear  some  reasons  given  for  altering  it.  1 
have  not  heard  any. 

This  is  a  proposition  to  set  up  a  school  of  ed- 
ucation for  consuls  or  consuls*  chief  clerks,  by 
selecting  a  certain  number  of  young  men  and  then 
sending  them  to  different  consulates  to  be  under 
the  control  of  the  consuls,  and  to  do  sueh  duties 
as  the  President  shall  direct.  The  object,  if  I  un- 
derstand it,  is  to  procure  men  fitted  and  adapted 
by  practice  and  education  to  the  duties  of  con- 
suls, either  to  become  consuls  themselves  or  to 
aid  consuls  in  doing  their  duties.  Other  Govern- 
ments differently  constituted  from  ours  might  well 
commence  a  system  of  this  kind;  and  I  believe 
to  some  extent,  even  in  relation  to  iheir  general 
school  of  diplomacy,  they  do  educate  young  men 
in  other  countries  to  it;  but  I  think  the  conclitioi; 
of  our  country  and  the  nature  of  our  Governineni 
are  such  that  this  atteitipt  is  based  upon  a  mis- 
taken theory  altogether.  If  we  were  to  educate 
young  men  in  this  country  for  legislators,  if  yor 
please,  and  have  them  drilled  in  according  to  thr! 
plan,  under  the  supervision  of  experienced  legis 
lators,  1  do  not  say  that  the  Government  migh 
not  be  ultimately  benefited  by  it;  but  I  very 
much  doubt  it. 

According  to  my  view,  two  things  mustneces-  ' 
sarily  be  implied  in  order  to  enable  the  Govern-^ 
ment  to  do  anything  of  this  kind.  In  the  firs 
place,  the  young  man  who  goes  into  such  a  course 
of  education  must  have  security  that  he  shall  have 
employment  when  he  is  educated  ;  and  in  the  next 
place,  that  he  shall  have  promotion  in  the  branch 
in  which  he  is  educated.  In  order  to  secure  tc 
the  Government  the  services  of  such  young  men, 
the  young  men  themselves  must  have  security 
that  they  shall  have  employment;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Government  must  have  security 
that  they  shall  have  the  service  after  I  hey  have 
educated  them.  Uidess  these  reciprocal  securi- 
ties are  in  some  measure  secured  in  the  proposi- 
tion, it  goes  for  nothing. 

AVe  have  a  system  of  this  kind  in  relation  to  our 
Military  Academy  and  our  Naval  School.  The 
young  men  who  go  there  have  a  very  good  de- 
gree of  security  that  when  they  have  successfully 
passed  through  their  course  of  instruction  they 
shall  go  into  the  Army  or  Navy,  and  shall  rise  in 
their  profession  by  regular  promotion,  by  the  law 
of  the  land.  Having  these  securities  they  will 
enter  upon  the  course,  and  furnish  by  it  to  the 
Government  some  security  that  they  shall  have 
their  services. 

Ihcre  is  nothing  like  that  contained  in  thi.s 
proposition.  It  is  not  proposed  here  that  these 
young  men  when  educated  shall  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  consulates  or  have  any  preference  given 
to  them  or  rise  by  any  gradation  or  promotion  in 
this  employment.  They  have,  then,  no  securities 
of  this  kind,  -What  reason  have  we  to  expect,  if 
we  were  to  educate  these  young  men,  that  they 
would  stand  sequestered  to  our  service.'  The 
moiT^ent  one  of  these  young  men  has  gotten  hi.s! 
education  in  one  of  these  foreign  consulates — anil 
you  give  him  |^1,000  a  year  while  he  is  obtaining' 
that  eduralion — he  will  say  to  himself,  "  1  have 
no  security  that  the  Government  are  going  to  em- 
ploy me  or  giv(!  me  any  promotion  or  elevation  ;" 
and  the  education  we  have  given  him  will  enable 
him  to  command  a  [)iiee  in  the  mercantile  employ- 
ments of  the  worki  by  which  he  will  be  guided 
at  once.  You  educate  him  without  any  secui-iiy 
that  you  will  have  his  service,  and  he  gets  hi.s 
education  without  any  security  that  you  will  ever 
give  him  any  service.  I  repeat,  unless  these  feat- 
ures are  given  of  security  to  the  two  sides  of  such 
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an  firrnngenicnt,  it  win  be  a  failure,  utterly  iifiper- 
fect. 

At  present  our  consuls  employ  their  own  clerka 
and  pay  them  out  of  their  own  salrries.  1  be- 
lieve there  are  no  exceptions  to  that  unless  it  may 
be  in  two  or  three  of  the  Turkish  consulates, 
where,  under  an  old  law,  we  employ  interpreters 
in  the  nature  of  clerks,  and  give  them  §500  a 
year  or  something  of  that  kind.  There  are  some 
five  or  six  of  those;  but  except  ifi  Turkey  and 
its  dominions,  all  our  consuls  employ  their  own 
clerks.  Now,  suppose  you  appoint  twenty  of 
these  consular  pupils,  and  the  President  assigns 
them  to  this,  that,  and  the  other  consulate,  and  di- 
rects them  to  do  the  duty  of  clerks  as  far  as  they 
are  able  until  they  learn  the  business.  I  grant 
that  the  consul  would  be  very  likely  to  take  those 
young  men,  because  they  would  receive  salaries 
at  home  and  he  would  have  nothing  to  pay  them. 
He  would  use  them  a.s  far  as  he  could,  so  far  aa 
they  were  educated  men,  because  he  had  their 
services  for  nothing.  Tiien  the  amount  of  the 
proposition  is  simply  just  so  much  relief  to  the 
consul  by  furnishing  him  clerks. 

But  when  these  young  men  have  served  thus  as 
pupils,  what  hope  is  there 'of  their  ever  being 
really  clerks  appointed  by  the  consul.'  He  will 
never  appoint  them,  because  the  moment  he  ap- 
points them  clerks,  it  becomes  his  duty  to  pay 
them.  He  will  use  them,  but  he  will  use  them 
as  consular  pupils,  never  as  clerks.  Then  the 
young  man  can  have  no  elevation  any  way  and 
no  hope  for  it.  The  limited  pay  given  him  merely 
for  his  support  while  he  is  being  educated  is  all 
he  can  everget;  and  if  by  that  means  he  becomes 
acquainted  with  the  language  and  with  the  com- 
mercial affairs  and  intercourse  of  the  country,  he 
renders  himself  a  valuable  man  for  the  merchant 
to  employ,  and  he  will  become  a  consignee  for 
people  at  home  and  go  into  other  employment 
after  being  educated  at  the  public  expense. 

What  hope  is  there  in  our  country  that  those 
men  thus  educated  will  ever  become. consuls  at 
all.'  If  we  cannot  have  them  as  consuls,  and  if 
they  cannot  have  any  security  in  any  way  that 
they  ever  will  be,  what  is  the  use  of  them.' 
We  all  know  how  consulships  are  made.  The 
truth  is,  being  plainly  spoken,  we  need  more  of 
preparation  and  education  for  our  diplomatic 
character  than  we  do  for  our  consuls.  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  the  time  will  ever  be  in  this 
country,  if  it  ever  has  been,  in  which  selections 
for  foreign  appointments,  either  of  consuls  or 
ministers,  ever  have  been  or  ever  will  be  made  to 
any  considerable  extent  from  an  actual  acquaint- 
ance with  the  adaptations  of  the  men  to  their 
places.  They  are  political  appointments,  the 
great  body  of  them,  and  have  been  for  a  long 
while.  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  disrespectfully  of 
them  in  anyway;  butl,hatis  their  character;  that 
is  the  nature  of  their  selection,  and  will  be.  So  it 
will  be  in  i-egard  to  consuls,  and  this  idea  of  un- 
dertaking to  make  a  class  adapted  to  the  duties  ot 
these  places  \yithout  any  security  of  their  ever 
keeping  them  in  the  world  appears  to  me  entirely 
uto|)ian. 

JMr.  MORRILL.  In  reply  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Vermont  on  this  subject  of  consular 
pupils  I  wish  to  say 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  ask  my  colleague 
whether  he  will  allow  a  letter  from  the  State  De- 
partment to  be  read  before  he  speaks  upon  the 
suliject? 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Certainly. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  send  it  to  the  Secre- 
tary's desk,  and  ask  to  have  it  read. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows: 

Df.pautment  of  State, 
Washinoton,  January  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  bog  leave  to  request,  in  connection  witii  tlic  liill 
making  appropriations  for  llic  (lipli)niatic  uiid  consular  ex- 
ponscs  ni  the  Governninnt  for  llio  year  ending  30tli  June, 
18G."),  a  recurrence  to  tlie  message  of  llie  President,  (see 
•yenate  lix.  Doc.  No.  14,  'I'iiirty-Seventli  (Jongress,  tliird 
session,)  dated  DecenilierSI,  1862,  transmit  ling  a  coniniuni- 
cntion  from  this  Ui'parlmentiii  relation  to  the  appointment 
of  consular  clerks  or  "  pupils,"  as  they  were  called  in  llic 
act  of  AuguHt  18,  18,56.  You  will  renieinher  that  the  s(;v- 
enlh  section  of  tin;  act  of  August  18,  1856,  (sec  Statutes, 
vol.  11,  p.  .').'>,)  authorizing  such  ptipils,  was  repealed  by 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Felituary  7,  IB.')?,  (see  Stat- 
utes, vol.  11,  p.  160,)  notwithstanding  (III  urgent  appeal  for 
its  r<-tention  was  madi;  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  Gov- 
ernor Marcy. 

In  the  views  expressed  by  him,  and  also  l)y  my  Imnie- 
dialr-  pr(■deccs^^or,  (Jovernor  (^'ass,  on  the  same  subject,  (see 
V.\.  Doc.  No.  08,  pp.  y,  12,  House  of  Koprcsentativcs, 
Tliirty  t'iflii  Coiigrcsa,  second  scsslun,)  I  fully  concur. 


The  experience  also  of  another  year  has  served  to  im- 
press me  still  more  strongly  with  the  expediency  of  the 
lci;iflation  which  I  had  the  honor  heretofore  to  suggest. 

During  the  progress  of  the  war,  the  duties  of  our  consuls 
have  become  very  onerous  and  responsible,  and  involve  a 
greatamountoflaborrequiringmuch  clerical  service,  which 
is  necessarily  to  be  paid  by  the  consul  from  his  own  com- 
pensation. The  files  of  llie  consular  correspondence  con- 
tain satisfactory  evidence  to  show  how  inadequately  our 
consuls  are  compensated  atthe  principal  commercial  ports 
of  the  world.  Tiie  repeal  of  the  second  section  above  men- 
tioned would,  to  a  certain  extent,  afford  them  mucli  relief. 

Its  repeal  may  also  be  urged  upon  public  grounds.  Since 
the  commencement  of  this  war  the  Deparlment  has  had 
much  confidential  correspondence  Willi  our  consuls  abroad 
in  relation  to  the  rebel  privateers,  the  fiuing  out  of  block- 
ade runners,  and  equipping  of  vessels-of-war  in  foreign 
countries  by  individuals  in  the  interest  of  the  rebels,  and 
the  shipment  of  arms  and  other  munitions  for  their  use. 
Upon  all  these  matters  the  Department  has  been  kept  fully 
informed  by  our  consuls,  and  the  information  thus  commu- 
nicated, which  has  been  prcmiptly  made  known  to  the  Navy 
Department,  and  thus  to  the  commanders  of  the  blockad- 
ing squadrons,  in  the  manner  indicated  in  the  notices, 
printed  in  confidence,  of  which  specimens  are  herewith 
inclosed,  has  led  to  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  many 
blockade  runners  with  valuable  cargoes. 

It  is  important,  therefore,  that  the  chief  clerk  in  each  of 
the  principal  consulates  shouTd  be  a  thoroughly  loyal  Amer- 
ican citizen,  fitted  at  any  moment,  in  case  of  the  sickness, 
absence,  death,  or  temporary  disability  of  the  consul,  to  take 
his  place  and  discharge  faithfully  his  duties. 

Some  idea  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  consular  duties 
may  be  obtained  from  the  dispatches,  of  which  copies  are 
herewith  inclosed. 

Under  the  provisions  also  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March 
last,  by  which  aZi  invoices  of  goods  imported  into  the  United 
States,  instead  of  a.  few  only,  as  was  formerly  the  case,  are 
required  to  be  authenticated,  and  that,  too,  In  triplicate,  the 
clerical  work  in  the  consulates  has  increased  many  fold, 
and  while  the  amount  of  consularfees  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury is  largely  augmented,  the  consuls  have  received  no  in- 
crease of  compensation  for  the  additional  labor  and  cleri- 
cal expense  to  which  they  are  thereby  subjected. 

It  is  stated  by  the  Fifth  Auditor,  a  copy  of  whose  letter 
is  lierewith  inclosed,  that  the  consular  fees  paid  into  the 
Treasury  during  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1863, 
amounted  to  §152,982  94,  and  that  under  the  amended  con- 
sular tarifi^  the  receipts  for  the  current  year  are  estimated 
at  $250,000.  To  this  extent  the  consular  system  is  and 
will  be  self-supporting,  and  consequently  of  the  appropria- 
tions annually  made  for  the  salaries  of  consuls  .a  consider- 
able part  is  either  never  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  or  if  so, 
is  again  "covered"  into  It. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  for  the  interest  of  the  public 
service,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  second  section  of  the  act 
of  February  7,  1857,  Statutes,  volume  eleven,  page  160, 
may  be  repealed,  and  as  suggested  by  the  late  Secretary  of 
State,  Governor  Rlarcy,  In  a  letter  to  the  Committees  on 
Finance  and  of  Foreign  Atfairs,  dated  January  3,  1857, 
that  the  "  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  18, 1856,"  relating 
"  to  consular  pupils  may  remain  undisturbed,"  the  wisdom 
of  that  suggestion  having  been  approved  by  "time  and  ex- 
perience." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  William  Pitt  Fessenden,  Ckairman  of  Committee 

on  Finance,  United  States  Senate. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Senator  from  Verinont  I  was  simply  about  to 
remark  that  this  feature  in  the  consular  system  of 
the  United  States  is  more  perfect,  I  think',  than 
the  Senator  seems  to  suppose.  It  is  true,  as  he 
states,  that  it  was  ingrafted  on  the  consular  bill 
of  1856,  and  repealed  in  1857;  but  in  the  mean 
time  the  Secretary  of  State  had  taken  the  subject 
into  consideration,  and  this  idea  of  consular  pu- 
pils had  entered  into  the  consular  system  of  the 
United  States.  Another  feature  not  alluded  to  by 
the  honorable  Senator  is  that  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington  in  1853  between  the  United  Slates 
and  France  this  idea  of  consular  pujiils  wascon- 
tcinplated  and  anticipated,  and  it  was  provided 
that  consular  pupils  appointed  to  reside  at  France 
should  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  consuls 
generally,  and  of  other  officers  connected  with  the 
consulates  of  that  country. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
1856  the  Secretary  of  Slate  embodied  that  act  in 
a  system  of  rules  and  regulations  to  give  it  effect, 
by  which  these  consular  pupils  who  were  pro- 
vided for,  and  who  were  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  in  number  not  exceeding  twenty-five, 
as  he  mightjudge  the  publicexigcncies  demanded, 
were,  in  the  first  place,  to  be  examined  by  per- 
sons designated  by  the  Secretary  of  Slate.  In 
the  second  place  their  qualifications  were  speci- 
fied. In  the  third  place,  the  duties  which  they 
were  to  perform  in  connection  with  the  consulate 
abroad  were  specified  in  the  rules  and  regulations 
growing  out  of  the  act  of  1856. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  They  never  were  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  know  they  were  never  ap- 
pointed; but  I  am  only  speaking  of  what  was  con- 
tcmplnlid  and  as  it  will  be  if  it  is  revived.  The 
principal  objection  which  I  understood  the  Scn- 
tttor  from  Vermont  to  urge  against  it  was,  that  it 


did  not  provide  for  the  conceded  need  of  better 
educated  men  in  our  foreign  consulates.  I  think 
the  act  of  1856,  and  the  rules  and  regulations 
drawn  up  in  conformity  to  it,  are  intended  to  meet 
that  necessity,  and  if  that  act  is  revived  and  car- 
ried out,  it  will  meet  that  necessity.  The  hon- 
orable Senator  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  these 
men  are  not  to  be  secured  to  the  country, for  the 
act  contemplates  the  education  of  these  consular 
pupils  in  the  duties  appropriate  to  the  function  of 
the  consulate  where  they  are  employed  and  edu- 
cated in  part  at  the  public  expense.  They  are  to 
be  made  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  office  under 
the  direction  of  the  consul;  theirqualifications  are 
to  be  reported  upon  to  the  State  Departmentfrom 
time  to  time,  and  as  they  become  qualified  they 
are  to  be  promoted. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.    Promoted  into  what?  , 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Promoted  to  consuls.  There 
is  a  regulation  of  that  kind,  and  I  will  read  it  with 
the  permission  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     It  is  only  a  regulation. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  A  regulation  growing  out  of 
the  law. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Can  the  regulation  bind 
the  President  to  appoint  them  consuls  .' 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  will  read  it: 

"Diligence  in  the  disehargeof  their  consular  duties,  obe- 
dience to  the  instructions  of  the  consular  otficer  to  whose 
consulate  they  are  assigned,  a  courteous  bearing  toward 
all  persons  having  business  with  the  consulate,  uprightness 
of  conduct  in  all  respects,  will  be  expected  from  consular 
pupils.  Disobedience,  neglect  of  duty,  the  abuse  of  their 
credit  in  pecuniary  transactions,  or  exceptionable  moral 
conduct,  will  be  followed  by  the  revocation  of  their  com- 
missions." 

This  is  the  point: 

"  Consular  pupils  possessing  the  requisite  qualifications, 
and  exhibiting  an  aptitude  for  the  consular  service,  who 
have  been  faithful  in  the  performance  of  their  consular  du- 
ties, will,  from  time  to  time,  be  recommended  to  the  Pres- 
ident for  jiromotion." 

I  do  not  say  that  it  is  matter  of  law;  but  I  say 
that  predicated  upon  the  law  are  rules  and  regu- 
lations which  constitute  the  consular  system  of 
the  country  in  part,  containing  the  precise  pro- 
visions which  the  Senator  from  Vermont  com- 
mends, and  which  he  supposes  do  not  exist.  I 
hope  that  the  amendment  will  be  sustained  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  under  the 
old  system  of  attesting  invoices,  very  great  frauds 
were  perpetrated  on  the  Treasury.  All  shippers 
were  not  compelled  upon  every  invoice  to  attest 
its  accuracy  before  a  consul.  The  consul  to  Man- 
chester last  year  sent  a  communication  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  through  him  it  v/as  commu- 
nicated to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  like- 
wise, I  believe,  to  the  Committee  "on  Finance, 
suggesting  a  change  in  the  attestation  of  bills  by 
which  triplicate  certificates  were  to  be  certified  to 
by  the  consul  resident.  That  was  adopted  by 
the  Congress  of  last  year,  and  that  change  in  con- 
sular cerliflfeates  greatly  increased  the  labor  of  the 
consuls  where  there  were  large  commercial  trans- 
actions between  the  United  States  and  that  par- 
ticular locality,  which  compelled  the  appointment 
of  a  large  number  of  extra  clerks,  and  this  year 
we  find  almost  every  consul  of  the  United  States 
applying  for  an  increase  of  salary  on  the  ground 
that  he  has  been  compelled  to  increase  his  clerical 
force. 

Those  applications  were  nearly  all  rejected;  but 
it  was  concluded  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
ujion  full  investigation,  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  the  three  preceding  Secretaries  of  Stale  and  to 
report  an  amendmentauthorizing  the  appointment 
of  twenty-five  consular  pupils,  each  of  whom  was 
to  be  assigned  as  a  clerk  to  some  one  of  these  con- 
suls who  were  pressed  and  crowded  by  extra  busi- 
ness. I  will  take,  for  example,  the  consulate  at 
Manchester.  Prior  to  the  enactment  of  the  law 
of  last  year,  the  receijits  of  that  consulate  were 
^1,000  less  than  thcexpenses;  whereas,  since  the 
enactment  of  the  law,  the  receipts  arc  $15,000  more 
than  the  expenses.  The  business  has  increased 
more  than  a  hundred  fold.  Prior  to  the  passage 
of  that  act  the  consul  did  all  the  business  him- 
self, but  now  he  is  obliged  to  employ  three  clei'ka 
at  an  expense  of  much  more  than  his  salary. 

The  proposition  is  to  assign  one  of  these  con- 
sular pupils  to  each  of  the  consuls  who  are  most 
prcssinl  with  business.  The  change  made  by  the 
law  of  last  year  has  added  more  than  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  to  the  receipts  from 
consular  fees,  making  the  whole  consular  system 
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Belf-sListaining;  and  it  was  upon  tlie  very  ground 
that  we  would  supply  them  with  clerks  from  tliese 
consular  pupila  that  we  refused  to  increase  their 
salaries  as  applied  for  by  almost  every  consul  we 
have  abroad.  We  rejected  all  those  applications, 
I  believe,  except  three.  I  think  we  recommended 
an  increase  of  the  salaries  of  three  consuls,  where 
the  business  had  increased  almost  a  hundred  fold, 
and  where  heretofore  the  expenses  very  much  ex- 
ceeded the  whole  receipts  of  the  office.  1  think 
we  recommended  an  increase  of  the  salary  of  the 
consul  at  Nassau,  for  reasons  which  are  obvious 
to  every  individual ;  at  Manchester,  where  the  busi- 
ness has  increased,  as  I  said  before,  a  hundred 
fold;  and  at  Lyons. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
that  this  new  method  of  certification  has  greatly 
benefited  the  Treasury.  Probably,  while  we  re- 
ceived but  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  excess  of  our  former  receipts 
from  consular  fees,  in  its  benefit  to  the  Treasury 
it  amounts  to  millions. 

I  trust  that  no  objection  will  be  made  to  this 
amendment.  It  is  certainly  a  small  matter,  but, 
in  my  estimation,  a  very  important  one.  I  hope 
it  wjjl  be  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  act  of  1856  always 
seemed  to  me  to  be  an  extraordinary  law,  and  it 
soon  went  out  of  favor  with  Congress,  for  1  think 
it  was  repealed  in  the  succeeding  session.  That 
act  provided  for  the  appointment  of  consular  pu- 
pils not  exceeding  twenty-five  in  number,  and  the 
expense  of  the  supposed  education  they  were  to 
receive  was  to  be  |1,000  a  year.  If  we  now  re- 
vive that  act  and  twenty-five  of  them  are  ap- 
pointed, as  there  will  bein  all  human  probability, 
we  shall  have  to  pay  $25,000  in  coin. 

But  the  mere  expense  is  not  my  principal  ob- 
jection. What  are  these  boys  to  be  taught.'  How 
are  they  to  be  taught? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  They  are  to  act  as  clerks. 
At  present  the  clerks  employed  are  generally  of 
foreign  birth,  and  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  death 
of  the  consul  there  is  frequently  no  American 
there.  Now  we  provide  a  consular  clerk.  They 
are  called  consular  pupils,  but  they  are  really  con- 
sular clerks,  and  it  is  not  proposed  to  give  them 
more  than  we  are  paying  to-day.  They  are  to 
learn  the  language;  they  are  to  fit  themselves  for 
the  position;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  con- 
sul they  will  be  prepared  and  ready  to  step  in 
and  perform  the  functions  of  the  office  until  an- 
other consul  can  be  appointed, 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  understand  it,  sir.  Then 
they  are  to  be  taught  what  it  is  supposed  advisa- 
ble to  teach  them,  particularly  for  the  fact  that 
they  are  to  act  as  clerks  to  the  existing  consuls; 
and  that  is  all. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     Certainly,  that  is  all. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Who  teaches  the  consuls? 
What  kind  of  men  have  we  got  in  those  positions? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  suppose  they  take  it  by 
intuition. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
the  education  these  young  men  will  receive  from 
these  consuls— I  do  not  speak  disparagingly  of 
the  present  incumbents  of  these  offices;  but  such 
incumbents  as. are  generally  to  be  found  in  these 
offices — will  be  of  any  value  to  the  Government. 
The  whole  eflTect  of  the  law  in  my  judgment  is  to 
provide  a  clerk  to  each  consul.  You  may  call 
him  a  pupil  as  much  as  you  please,  but  the  whole 
operation  of  the  law  is  to  give  these  consuls  a 
clerk.  Now  we  are  about,  and  have  this  morning 
to  a  certain  extent,  at  the  instance  of  my  friend 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Morrill,]-  speaking  for  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  increased  the  salaries  of 
some  of  these  consuls.  That  was  to  enable  them 
to  pay  the  expenses  to  which  they  are  now  sub- 
jected. They  can  get  clerks  for  a  thousand  dol- 
lars, or  less,  I  suppose,  there.  We  cannot  send 
our  boys  there  for  less  than  a  thousand  dollars. 
But  when  they  are  taught  all  that  they  can  learn, 
what  use  will  they  be  to  us  ?  Jf  tiicy  become  ac- 
complished, as  some  of  them  may  be  because  of 
their  peculiar  talents,  iiow  long  will  we  have  their 
services  ?  They  can  demand  employment  abroad 
at  once  from  merchants  that  will  pay  them  a  great 
deal  more  than  we  can  pay  them. 

The  complaint  has  been  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Government  up  to  the  present  time  that  we 
do  not  pa^  to  these  consuls  enough  even  to  support 
them.  Those  places  are  sought  for,  or  have  been 
sought  for  in  the  past,  principally  because  they 


are  connected  with  some  mercantile  business  in 
which  the  consuls  were  to  engage;  but  as  mere' 
official  places,  coupled  with  salaries,  there  never 
was  a  time  when  these  consuls  could  support 
themselves  out  of  their  salaries,  according  to  their 
statement.  The  result  will  be  in  the  future  as  it 
has  been  in  the  past;  the  moment  these  boys  be- 
come at  all  versed  in  the  matters  connected  with 
the  business  of  a  particular  consulate,  they  will 
become  merchants  and  they  will  leave  your  em- 
ploy; you  will  have  to  send  twenty-five  more,  and 
^25,000  more  will  be  spent;  and  so  on  from  time 
to  time;  and  in  the  end  all  the  benefit  that  the 
country  will  have  will  be  that  they  have  furnished 
each  consul  with  a  clerk  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government,  an  expense  which  the  consuls  them- 
selves have  heretofore  always  paid. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  Senator's  argument, 
if  good,  goes  too  far.  He  says  that  you  willedu- 
cate  these  men  at  the  public  expense,  and  you 
have  no  assurance  that  after  you  have  educated 
them  they  will  not  leave  theGovernmentemploy. 
Sir,  while  you  are  educating  them  you  are  mak- 
ing them  earn  the  cost  of  their  educatifin.  You 
are  paying  them  no  more  than  you  would  pay 
any  other  clerks.  But  for  this  recommendation 
of  twenty-five  clerks  or  consular  pupils — call  them 
what  you  please — we  certainly  should  have  rec- 
ommended an  increase  of  the  salaries  of.  certain 
consuls  to  thatextent;  but  instead  of  recommend- 
ing an  increase  of  salaries,  we  recommend  the 
appointment  of  these  pupils. 

Now,  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Maryland  what 
assurance  we  have,  after  we  have  educated  a 
young  man  at  West  Point  at  an  expense  of  I  do 
not  know  how  much,  but  for  four  years,  that  he 
will  be  at  our  service  when  we  require  him  ?  After 
we  have  educated  a  man  in  the  Naval  Academy 
at  a  very  large  expense,  v^hat  assurance  have  we 
he  will  not  resign  and  go  into  business,  or  into 
any  other  pursuit  of  life?  There  you  receive  no 
equivalent  whatever.  You  spend  a  great  deal  of 
money  for  a  given  purpose,  and  after  you  have 
got  through  you  have  got  no  greater  assurance 
than  you  have  in  the  case  of  these  consular  pu- 
pils. In  the  one  case  the  education  is  an  absolute 
gratuity,  and  in  the  other  case  your  consular  pupil 
has  earned  every  single  dollar  that  you  have  paid 
him;  and  you  have  an  experienced  American  to 
take  the  place  of  your  consul  in  caseof  his  death 
or  serious  sickness.  I  think  the  argument,  if  it 
is  good  at  all,  goes  too  far. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  understood  the  chief  ob- 
jection of  the  Senator  from  Maryland  to  this  prop- 
osition was,  that  we  might  educate  these  young 
men  at  the  national  expense,  and  very  soon  after- 
wards lose  them;  in  other  words,  not  get  our 
money  back  again.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  very 
easy,  it  seems  to  me,  by  regulations  at  the  State 
Department  before  these  appointments  are  made 
to  provide  against  any  such  contingency;  and  I 
understand  that  Mr.  Marcy,  indefatigable  and  in- 
genious as  the  Senator  remembers  very  well  he 
was,  did  by  a  series  of  regulations  most  carefully 
provide  for  this  very  case.  Should  we  now  re- 
turn to  the  original  law,  the  Secretary  of  State 
would  have  only  to  revive  those  original  regula- 
tions of  one  of  his  most  distinguished  predeces- 
sors. I  believe  this  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  the 
Senator. 

But  the  Senator  from  Michigan  has  already 
answered  him  in  another  way  when  he  asked, 
very  pertinently,  what  assurance  have  we  that 
we  shall  enjoy  the  services  of  the  cadets  that  we 
are  rearing  at  West  Point,  or,  again,  that  we  are 
rearing  at  Newport?  I  know  there  are  certain 
requirements  of  service  applicable  to  them;  but 
the  Senator  knows  very  well  that  nothing  is  more 
common  tlian  for  cadets — especially  military — to 
pass  immediately  from  that  education  which  they 
have  received  at  the  expense  of  their  country, 
into  occupations  which  serve  only  to  their  private 
advantage. 

Mr.  JOFINSON.  That  is  with  the  consent  of 
the  Government.  The  Government  accepts  their 
resignations. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well.  What  is  to  hinder 
the  establishment  of  regulations  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  requiring  the  preliminary  consent 
of  the  Government  before  these  pupils  shall  be 
released — in  short,  to  hold  them  by  some  terms 
of  contract  for  a  certain  term?  But  let  me  say 
tliat,  unlike  cadets,  these  pupils  will  give  to  the 
Government  valuable  service  even  while  pupils. 


But,  sir,  passing  from  those  considerations,  al- 
low me  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  this 
proposition  merely  for  one  minute  in  two  aspects: 
the  first  as  it  is  a  carrying  out  of  the  consular  and 
diplomatic  statute  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
second  as  it  is  in  the  nature  of  an  educational  pro- 
vision calculated  to  benefit  our  consular  service 
abroad. 

In  the  first  aspect,  the  Senate  will  bear  in  mind 
that  down  to  1856  we  had  no  general  diplomatic 
and  consular  statute  embodying  all  that  concerned 
our  service  abroad.  The  whole  matter  in  that 
year  went  under  a  thorough  review,  and  the  re- 
sult was  the  statute  which  is  now  in  our  books, 
determining  grades,  adjusting  salaries,  and,  in  one 
word,  systematizing  the  whole  subject.  Let  the 
character  of  the  statute  be  borne  in  mind.  But 
this  statute  which  aimed  to  be  acomiilete  system 
contained  the  provision  for  consular  pupils. 

Now,  sir,  at  that  time  and  by  that  statute  our 
consular  salaries  were  adjusted  to  this  very  pro- 
vision of  consular  pupils.  The  one  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  complement  to  the  other.  The  salaries 
were  made  lower  than  they  otherwise  would  have 
been  in  certain  cases,  because  the  consuls  were  to 
be  aided  by  pupils  with  a  compensation  fixed  by 
the  statute.  But  the  provision  for  pupils  was  re- 
pealed shortly  afterwards,  indeed  before  the  ex- 
periment had  been  tried, without, however,  raising 
the  consular  salaries  to  a  corresponding  degree. 
But  it  seems  clear  that  something  must  be  done 
now.  You  must  do  one  of  two  things:  either 
raise  the  consular  salaries,  or  appoint  consular 
pupils.  Otherwise  the  original  idea  of  the  statute 
fails,  and  our  system  is  defective. 

But,  sir,  this  seems  to  me  to  be  the  least  im- 
portant aspect  of  the  subject.  A  mere  question 
of  salary,  or,  if  you  please,  of  system  in  the  stat- 
ute, is  trivial  to  my  mind  by  the  side  of  that  other 
consideration  to  which  Senators  have  already  al- 
luded. I  said  that  this  was  to  be  recognized  as 
belonging  to  an  educational  system  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  our  service  abroad.  I  do  not  think 
you  can  exaggerate  its  importance  in  that  respect. 
Let  anyone  who  has  been  abroad,  or  had  personal 
acquaintance  with  those  who  have  been  abroad, 
bear  testimony  to  the  ignorance  which  prevails  in 
almost  every  office  of  our  country  abroad  from 
the  circumstance  that  there  is  nobody  there,  un- 
less he  be  a  hired  foreigner,  acquainted  with  the 
language,  the  laws,  or  the  usages  of  the  people 
about  him.  Sir,  it  has  been  always  a  crying 
shame  that  our  offices  abroad,  whether  consular 
or  diplomatic,  were  served  in  this  inferior  way. 
Here  now  is  a  practical  proposition  applying  to 
a  certain  extent  a  remedy.  It  is  simple  and  di- 
rect. It  seems  to  me  that  it  cannot  fail  to  be  of 
considerable  advantage.  The  business  of  these 
offices  will  be  better  done,  and  there  will  be  a  staff 
of  educated  persons,  familiar  with  foreign  life, 
whose  knowledge  and  experience,  even  if  not 
always  in  the  service  of  Government,  will  pass 
into  the  capital  stock  and  resources  of  the  coun- 
try. Nothing  is  clearer  than  that  the  education 
of  the  people  is  a  source  of  national  wealth;  ay, 
sir,  of  national  power. 

But  the  Senator  from  Vermont  says  that  edu- 
cation is  needed  much  more  in  the  diplomatic 
service  than  in  the  consular  service.  Granted;  it 
is  needed  very  much  in  the  diplomatic  service; 
but  because  it  is  needed  there,  is  that  any  reason 
why  we  should  not  undertake  to  supply  it  here? 
The  argument,  it  seems  to  me,  was  hardly  worthy 
of  the  aptitude  which  that  Senator  always  brings 
into  debate.  Let  a  proposition  be  brought  for- 
ward to  create  an  educational  system  applicable 
to  our  diplomatic  representatives  and  then  we  will 
entertain  it.  Meanwhile  let  us  acton  the  propo- 
sition that  is  before  us,  which,  I  submit,  is  emi- 
nently practical  in  its  character.  Who  are  our 
consuls?  They  are  not  diplomatic  or  political 
agents  in  the  common  sense  of  the  term;  they  are 
commercial  agents.  To  discharge  theirduties  fitly 
they  should  be  familiar  with  the  interests  of  com- 
merce, how  commerce  is  conducted,  and  the  lan- 
guage which  it  employs  where  thfty  happen  to  be. 
And  permit  me  to  say  that  a  great  country  liko» 
ours,  one  of  whose  chief  sources  of  wealth  and  of 
grandeur  in  the  world  is  commerce,  must  not  hes- 
itate to  supply  the  necessary  education  in  order 
to  secure,  commercial  representatives  abroad  who 
shall  not  be  unworthy  of  the  country  they  rep- 
resent. 

As  the  consul  ia  a  commercial  rcpreacntative, 
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he  is  on  this  account  especially  the  agent  of  a  com- 
mercial country.  If  our  commerce  were  less,  our 
interest  in  having  good  consuls  would  be  less. 
But  with  the  surpassing  growth  of  our  commerce 
this  interest  increases.  To  send  abroad  consuls 
who  a,rc  without  proper  education,  must  necessa- 
rily bring  our  national  character  into  disrepute, 
and  jeopard  also  the  concerns  intrusted  to  them. 
For  the  salce  of  our  good  name  abroad,  which  is 
a  part  of  our  national  possessions,  and  also  for  the 
sake  of  those  vast  commercial  concerns  which 
encircle  the  globe,  I  hope  that  this  proposition, 
wliich  is  a  small  beginning  in  the  right  direction, 
■will  not  be  rejected. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  It  seems  to  be  evident  that 
this  bill  will  not  be  disposed  of  to-day,  and  I  un- 
derstand it  is  important  to  have  an  executive  ses- 
sion. I  therefore  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  very  much 
to  finish  this  bill  to-day  if  I  can.  I  tliink  we  had 
better  go  on  and  finish  it. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  It  is  almost  four 
o'clock  now. 

EXJ3CCTIVE  SESSION. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  some  time 
spent  in  the  consideration  of  executive  business, 
the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

Tiie  Senate   adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TtiESDAT,  March  15,  1864. . 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 

by  Rev.  William  Young  Brown. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

GRADES  OF  NAVAL  OFFICERS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  witli  the  resolution  of  the 
House,  the  report  of  the  advisory  board  to  estab- 
lish and  equalize  the  grades  of  line  officers  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  together  with  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  said  board;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

ALMOND  D.  FI£K,  DECEASED. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  to 
take  from  the  Speaker's  table  Senate  bill  No.  112, 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Almond  D.  Fisk,  de- 
ceased. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  do  not  ob- 
ject if  there  be'a  general  order  to  take  up  and 
refer  all  the  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table  from  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  McBRIDE.     I  object. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  object  then 
to  taking  up  any  particular  bill  for  reference. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Oregon 
can  state  the  bill  he  wants  reserved  from  refer- 
ence. 

Mr.  McBRIDE.  I  want  Senate  bill  No.  25,  to 
authorize  the  President  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
the  Klamath,  Modoc,  and  other  Indian  tribes  in 
southeastern  Oregon,  reserved  from  reference. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  being  withdrawn, 
the  House  will  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
business  upon  the  Speaker's  table  for  reference 
only. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  understand 
tlint  Senate  bill  No.  112  is  for  extending  a  patent, 
luul  1  object  to  its  reference  unless  it  is  agreed 
that  it  shall  not  come  back  on  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider. I  am  utterly  opposed  to  tlie  extension  of 
any  patent. 

iVIi-.  COHR.     I  do  not  ol)ject  to  that  agreement. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House 
joint  resolutions  aiul  bill.s  from  the  Senate  upon 
ilif.'  Speaker's  table;  which  were  referred  as  indi- 
cated below. 

CHARLES  V.  CURTIS. 

Joint  resolution  referring  the  case  of  Charles  P. 
Curtis  to  the  Court  of  Claims;  which  wa.s  read  a 
first  and  S(-cond  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

MARUAKKT  M. STAFFORD. 

The  next  bill  taken  up  was  Senate  bill  No.  1.']!), 
for  the  relief  of  Margaret  M.  Stafford,  widow  of 
Reuben  Stafford,  of  Co.'diocton  county,  Ohio; 
which  was  riad  a  first  and  K(u-,ond  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  (Jominittee  on  Invalid  PtMisioii.s. 


B.  0.  BAILEY. 

The  next  bill  was  Senate  bill  No.  48,  for  the 
relief  of  B.  C.  Bailey;  wliiph  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

POST  office'  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER  next  laid  before  the  House 
Senate  annendments  to  the  Post  Office  appropria- 
tion bill;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

CHARLES  A.  PITCHER. 

The  next  was  Senate  joint  resolution  No.  30, 
for  the  relief  of  Charles  A.  Pitcher;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  ask  that  that  bill  be 
put  on  its  passage. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  caniTot  bo  done.  The 
joint  resolution  will  be  reserved. 

IMMIGRATION. 

The  next  biH  was  Senate  bill  No.  123,  to  en- 
courage immigration;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  select  committee 
on  the  subject. 

TREATY  WITH  OREGON  INDIANS. 

The  next  was  Senate  bill  No.  25,  to  authorize 
the  President  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Kla- 
math, Modoc,  and  other  Indian  tribes  in  south- 
eastern Oregon. 

Mr.  McBRIDE.  I  ask  that  that  bill  be  re- 
served. 

FRENCH  SHIP  LA  MANCHE. 

The  next  was  Senate  bill  No.  142,  for  the  relief 
of  the  owners  of  the  French  ship  La  Manche; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

CHARTER  OF  WASHINGTON  CITY. 

The  next  bill  was  Senate  bill  No.  126,  to  amend 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  passed  May  15, 1820;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  tjme,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

POST  OFFICE  LAWS. 

The  next  was  Senate  bill  No.  158,  in  addition 
to  an  act  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  Post 
Office  Department,  approved  March  3,  1863. 

Mr.  ALLEY.     I  ask  that  that  be  reserved. 

STEAMER  BIOUAWK. 

The  next  was  Senate  joint  resolution  No.  31, 
authorizing  the  issue  of  a  register  to  the  steamer 
Mohawk;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

HENRY  P.   BLANCHARD. 
The  next  was  Senate  bill  No.  53,  for  thej-elief 
of  Henry  P.  Blanchard;  whicli  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Afl'airs. 

MISSISSIPPI  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

The  next  was  Senate  bill  No.  3,  making  agrant 
of  lands  to  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi 
Railroad  Company,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  railroad  of  said 
company  from  St.  Paul  to  Lake  Superior. 

Mr.  COBB.     I  ask  that  that  be  reserved. 

ALMOND  D.  FISK,  DECEASED. 

The  next  was  Senate  bill  No.  112,  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Almond  D.  Fisk,  deceased;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
tlie  Committee  on  Patents. 

FRANKING  PRIVILKGE. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
take  up  and  put  on  its  passage  Senate  bill  No. 
158,  in  addition  to  an  act  to  amend  the  laws  re- 
lating to  the  Post  Office  Department,  approved 
March  3,  1863. 

Under  existing  laws,  the  President  and  Vice 
President  do  not  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  the  frank- 
ing privilegi;  to  thalcxtent  which  members  of  the 
Semite  and  of  the  House  do.  It  was  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress  of  course  that  they  should  have 
the  full  benefit  of  it  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the 
same  extent  as  Congress.  They  are  now  unable 
to  receive  the  letters  which  are  directed  to  them, 
unless  mark(;d  "  official  busincsfi,"  without  being 
obliged  to  pay  double  postage  in  cases  where  the 


parties  sending  the  letters  neglect  to  pay  it.  In 
frequent  instances  they  have  been  obliged  to  pay 
this  double  postage  in  order  to  obtain  the  letters 
sent. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  brought 
before  the  House  for  consideration,  and  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 
A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney, 
their  Secretary,  announced  to  the  House  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  34)  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Military- 
Academy  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1865,  with 
amendments;  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  was  requested. 

FRANKING  PRIVILEGE AGAIN. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  would  be  glad  to  recall  the 
attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  the  purposes  of 
this  bill,  and  also  to  the  law  as  it  now  stands.  As 
provided  by  the  act  which  went  into  operation  on 
the  1st  of  July  last,  the  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident, the  heads  of  the  Departments,  and,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Postmaster  General ,  the  heads 
of  the  different  bureaus  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments, have  the  right  to  frank  all  official  matter 
issued  by  them,  and  the  right  to  receive  free  of 
postage  all  official  matter  addressed  to  them  in 
their  official  character  by  officers  responsible  to 
them  respectively.  The  same  provision  embra- 
cing the  President  and  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  every  officer  under  the  President 
of  the  United  States  responsible  to  him  in  any 
way  is  authorized  to  send  his  communications  to 
the  President  free  of  postage.  The  President  also 
has  the  right  to  frank  all  matter  sent  by  him. 

The  distinction,  then,  sought  to  be  made  by 
this  bill  is  to  allow  all  non-official  persons  to  send 
anything  they  please  to  the  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  tJnited  States  free  of  postage.  It 
was  deemed  at  the  time,  and  certainly  is  now 
deemed  by  me,  a  matter  of  a  great  deal  of  conse- 
quence that  that  large  mass  of  matter,  generally 
of  private  concern  only,  which  persons  are  nat- 
urally inclined  to  send  to  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, should  be  restricted,  so  far  as  it  can  be 
done,  by  making  persons  pay  the  trifling  postage 
required  before  they  can  get  their  communica- 
tions through  the  mail.  It  is  an  act  of  benevo- 
lence to  any  high  officer  of  the  Government  to 
have  this  very  slight  restriction  put  upon  the  vast 
amount  of  miscellaneous  communications  sent  to 
the  Executive  Departments  of  this  Government. 

I  should  be  glad,  before  the  chairman  of  the 
commiiice  decides  topress  this  bill,  that  he  would 
tnkf>  this  matter  into  consideration,  and  see 
whether  there  is  any  hardship  or  any  wrong  com- 
mitted to  the  public  interest.  Having  myself  suf- 
fered very  much,  as  all  public  officers  have  done, 
Trom  this  vast  amount  of  private  communications 
sent  to  executive  officers,  I  think  the  public  inter- 
est requires  a  little  further  consideration  before 
we  adopt  any  measures  relaxitig  the  partial  re- 
straint of  the  evil,  as  we  should  do  by  this  bill. 

It  is  well  known  that  long  communications, es- 
says upon  political  economy,  upon  general  poli- 
tics, written  speeches,  applications  for  oflice  with- 
out number,  testimonials  without  number,  are 
sent  to  these  various  officials  and  heads  of  De- 
partments of  the  Government  from  the  President 
down,  and  I  could  never  see  any  reason  why  thia 
large  class  of  matter  should  not  be  charged  with 
prepaid  letter  postage  before  it  had  a  right  to  go 
through  the  mail,  • 

I  may  also  say  that  it  concerns  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent  in  the  aggregate,  although  small 
in  individu(\l  cases,  the  income  and  reveiute  of 
the  Post  Office  Di3partmcnt.  This  mass  of  free 
matter  was  tbrmerly  exceedingly  large,  and  our 
effort,  which  I  think  was  a  very  wise  one,  and  in 
the  policy  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Alley]  concurs,  was  to  restrict 
free  matter,  as  far  as  ]iossible  consistent  with  the 
jirompt  and  easy  discharge  of  public  business, 
pas.si ng  through  the  msiila. 

For  these  reasons  1  hope  we  shall  take  further 
considei'ation  before  we  amend  the  law  in  this  di- 
rection and  throw  the  mails  open  ■without  charge 
to  this  lUMss  of  nuiltcr  wliich  is  directed  to  public 
officer.*!,  gener.illy  for  the  ]n'on»otion  of  private 
interest."^. 

Mr.  NORTON.  What  has  been  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from    Iowa  is  undoubtedly  true; 
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but  he  cannot  remedy  the  evil  of  wliich  he  com- 
plains by  the  method  he  proposes.  The  same 
difficulty  arises  in  regard  to  all  officers  having  the 
franking  privilege  as  exists  in  regard  to  thePres- 
ident  and  Vice  President.  Every  member's  ta- 
ble groans  with  documents  and  letters  and  essays 
on  every  conceivable  subject  in  the  world  which 
a  member  or  the  country  has  any  possible  interest 
in,  to  a  much  greater  extent  probably  than  exists 
in  tiie  case  of  the  President  and  Vice  President. 
Now,  sir,  if  a  remedy  is  necessary  in  this  matter 
let  us  strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil,  if  it  be  an  evil, 
tiie  franking  privilege. 

Mr.  KASSON.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
will  allow  me  a  word.  In  the  original  draft  of 
the  bill  it  was  provided  that  communications  to 
members  of  Congress  should  be  liable  to  the  usual 
rates  of  postage;  but  it  was  deemed  proper,  I 
think  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  the 
Galena  district  of  Illinois,  [Mr.  Washburne,] 
that  inasmuch  as  members  of  Congress  repre- 
sented the  people,  they  should  not  be  I'estricted 
in  the  manner  proposed;  and  that  feature  was 
stricken  out  from  the  original  bill;  and  I  have  no 
objection,  because  it  is  proper  that  the  relations 
of  memb&rs  of  Congress  with  the  people  should 
be  continuous  as  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Iowa.  He  says  that 
an  exception  is  made  in  favorof  members  of  Con- 
gress because  they  are  the  immediate  represent- 
atives of  the  people.  Now,  sir,  does  not  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  come  as  directly  from 
the  people  as  members  of  Congress,  and  is  he  less 
likely  to  be  overburdened  with  correspondence 
than  members  of  Congress  are.'  Myown  notion 
is  that  you  should  either  take  away  altogether 
the  franking  privilege  or  else  make  documents 
going  from  and  coming  to  members  of  Congress 
go  free.  There  has  been  very  great  misunder- 
standing in  the  country  about  this  very  business. 
There  should  be  one  rule  for  all  persons  having 
the  franking  privilege  and  allowed  to  send  docu- 
ments free  of  postage.  Any  other  rule  can  only 
create  confusion. 

I  anfi  myself  in  favor  of  doing  away  completely 
and  entirely  with  the,  franking  privilege,  requiring 
members  of  Congress  and  everybody  else  to  pay 
for  tlie  communications  they  send  or  receive. 
But  if  that  is  not  done,  what  I  wish  is  that  the 
rule  shall  be  equal  throughout. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  suggest 
that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  that  they  may  ma- 
ture it. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  did  not  suppose  that  this  bill 
would  elicit  any  discussion.  I  thought  that  it 
would  take  but  a  minute  or  two  to  pass  the  bill, 
or  I  should  not  have  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  at  this  time.  I  understand  the  law  pre- 
cisely as  does  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  [Mr. 
Kasson,]  and  I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  of  force 
ir»his  suggestions,  but  nevertheless  I  understand 
tliat  the  parties  in  interest  desire  that  this  bill 
shall  pass,  as  the  law  as  it  now  stands  subjects 
them  to  onerous  taxation,  to  which  they  ought 
not  to  be  subjected,  if,  as  they  suppose,  it  was 
the  intention  of  Congress  to  give  them  the  same 
privilege  which  they  themselves  enjoy.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  necessity  for  a  reference  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  fully  considered 
by  the  Senate  committee,  and  passed  the  Senate 
unanimously  and  is  now  fully  understood  by  the 
House.     I  therefore  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading; 
and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  ALLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
wliich  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MUKDliR  OF  CAPTAIN  UEED. 

Mr.  RAKDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

UcxoIkcI,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  in- 
Ktriici  tlic  coiiiiiiaiKlerof  the  Middle  departinoiit  to  order 
the  c-ouiniandint'  ollicer  of  the  counties  of  Accomac  and 
Norllianipton  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Vkginia  to  at  once 
institute  inquiries  coneerniny  the  murder  of  Captain  Tlie- 
odorc  Uecd,  wlio  resided  in  tlie  city  of  I'liiladcipiiiu,  and 


wtio,  on  the  morning  of  March  3,  was  shot  in  Tangier  sound, 
Cliesapealce  bay,  by  pirates. 

Mr.  STEVENS  objected. 
LAKE  SUPERIOR  AND  MISSISSIPPI  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  withdraw  my  objection  to  the 
taking  up  of  Senate  bill  No.  31,  making  a  grant 
of  lands  to  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi 
Railroad  Company,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  railroad  of  said  com- 
pany from  St.  Paul  to  Lake  Superior. 

There  being  no  further  objection,  the  bill  was 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and 
second  lime  by  its  titles  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

DISRESPECT  TO  A  DEAD  SOLDIER. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON,  by  unanimous  consent, 
offered  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Whereas  on  the  morning  of  tlie  12th  of  March,  1864,  the 
remains  of  a  deceased  veteran  soidier  of  a  Pennsylvania 
regiment  were  found  in  the  canal  in  thecity  of  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  and  were  before  eiglit  o'clock  a.  ni. 
of  that  day  removed  from  the  mud  and  water  to  the  bank 
of  the  canal,  and  about  one  hundred  feet  from  the  corner 
of  Third  street  and  Missouri  avenue,  and  in  plain  view  of 
passers  by;  and  whereas  the  face  and  breast  of  the  corpse 
were  covered  over  with  a  dirty  and  ragged  straw  mat; 
and  whereas  a  coroner's  inquest  was  helil  on  the  body  on 
the  morning  of  the  same  day  ;  and  wliereas  the  body  of 
the  deceased  was  left  lying  in  that  condition,  in  the  sun, 
unwatched,  uncovered,  and  liable  to  mutilation,  all  of  that 
day  and  until  after  night: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia are  directed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House  who  is 
responsible  for  this  gross  neglect  and  horrid  indecency  to- 
ward the  remains  of  a  deceased  soldier. 

ASSAY  O'FFICES  IN  IDAHO  AND  OREGON. 

Mr.  MORRILL  asked  unanimous  consent  to 
report  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
a  bill  to  establish  an  assay  office  at  Carson  City, 
Nevada  Territory,  and  an  assay  office  at  Port- 
land, Oregon. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.     I  object. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  bill  makes  no  appro- 
priation; but  provides  that,  in  lieu  of  the  mints 
already  provided  by  law,  they  shall  be  converted 
into  assay  offices. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  As  this  is 
legislation  in  the  right  direction,  I  withdraw  my 
objection. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
ordered  to  be  priiited. 

COMPENSATION  TO  A  CONTESTANT. 

Mr.  DAWES,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, reported  back  with  an  amendment  in  the 
nature  of  a  substitute  a  resolution  for  the  payment 
of  mileage  and  coiTipensation  to  John  S.  Sleeper, 
contestant  of  the  seat  of  Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

The  substitute  was  reported,  as  follows: 

Rcsoh-cd,  Tliat  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  House  to  John  S.  Sleeper,  wlio  has  been  contesting 
the  right  of  Alexander  H.  Rice  to  a  seat  in  this  House  as 
Representative  from  the  third  congressional  district  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, $750  in  full  for  all  the  time  spent  and  e.xpenses 
incurred  in  prosecuting  said  contest. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Is  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts about  to  call  the  previous  question.' 

■'Mr.  DAWES.  I  proposed  to  do  it.  Iwillhold 
the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  would  like  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  to  permit  me  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  will  Slate  to  the  House  the 
reasons  that  have  induced  the  committee  to  make 
this  report.  The  committee  has  been  of  opinion, 
and  is  still,  that  unless  a  contestant  presents  a  case 
which  to  the  mind  of  the  committee  contains  rea- 
sonable ground  for  prosecuting  his  claim,  it  would 
not  be  justified  in  recommending  any  cotnpensa- 
tion  to  be  made.  In  the  present  case  the  majority 
of  the  committee  was  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Sleeper 
was  justified  in  presenting  the  case  for  a  hearing 
before  the  House,  inasmuch  as  his  claim  depended 
on  a  result  which  had  been  already  declared  in 
open  town  meeting  to  be  the  true  result.  The 
committee  entertained  no  doubt  that  there  was  a 
mistake;  yet  it  had  been  so  declared  according  to 
the  formalities  of  law.  Whether  the  fact  were 
absolutely  so  or  not  depended,  to  some  extent, 
on  the  testimony  of  a  single  witness — the  clerk  of 
the  ward.  Besides,  there  were  opportunities  for 
that  clerk  to  have  tampered  with  the  ballots,  al- 
though there  was  no  testimony  to  that  effect,  and 


no  occasion  to  suspect  it  at  all.  Yet  it  was  a  case 
of  a  novel  character,  both  in  the  State  where  it 
occurred  and  here,  and  the  committee  believed 
that  Mr.  Sleeper  was  entirely  honest  and  in  good 
faith  in  his  action.  The  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee felt  that  it  was  a  case  fairly  presented  to 
the  committee  and  fairly  presented  to  the  House, 
and  that  therefore  it  was  one  coming  within  the 
rule  wliich,  they  felt,  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Then  the  question  occurred,  how  much  should 
he  be  entitled  to?  Under  the  old  system,  while 
members  of  Congress  were  paid  a  per  diem  for  the 
time  they  were  in  session,  it  was  customary  to 
allow  contestants  that  per  diem  during  th«  time 
they  were  contesting  seats.  That  mode  of  com- 
pensation having  been  changed,  and  a  salary  of. 
§250  per  month  allowed,  the  committee  was  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  fair  to  allow  Mr.  Sleeper 
that  sum  during  the  time  he  was  contesting  the 
seat,  namely,  from  the  1st  of  December  to  the  1st 
of  March,  when  the  report  was  made. 

The  resolution  presented  by  thegentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Mallory]  taken  in  accordance 
with  the  wording  of  it,  would  entitle  Mr.  Sleeper 
to  the  whole  salary  of  a  member  of  Congress  for 
two  years,  as  well  as  to  mileage.  The  committee 
did  not  suppose  that  thegentleman  from  Kentucky 
intended  any  such  construction  to  be  given  to  his 
resolution.  Nor  did  the  committee  suppose  that 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  intended  to  cause 
Mr.  Sleeper  to  be  paid  ^250  a  month  from  the  4th 
of  March  to  December,  but  only  during  the  tiine 
he  was  here  prosecuting  his  claitins. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  I  recollect  this  case,  it 
depended  altogether  upon  an  error  in  the  first 
count,  which  was  corrected  before  the  certificate 
was  made  out.  It  does  strike  me,  under  the  state- 
ment of  ray  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Dawes,]  that  this  was  one  of  the  boldest  efforts 
to  secure  a  seat  upon  this  floor  I  ever  saw  prose- 
cuted. Mr.  Sleeper,  the  contestant,  ought  to  know 
that  he  had  no  claim  to  a  seat  upon  this  floor, 
and  I  hope  that  no  one  will  vote  for  this  resolu- 
tion. , 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure 
of  hearing  one  word  which  fell  from  the  lips  of 
thegentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,] 
whose  remarks  generally  influence  me  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress.  If  I  had  heard  them  they  might 
have  had  a  decided  effect  upon  my  action.  But  the 
misfortune  under  which  I  labor  will  force  me  to 
confine  myself  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Dawes.]  1  feel  great 
pleasure  in  saying  that  however  much  I  may  have 
erredin  introducing  the  resolution,  against  which 
he  has  indulged  in  severe  strictures,  I  will  yield 
to  the  correction  he  has  made.  I  will  say,  as  I 
have  often  said  before,  that  I  agree  in  tlie  pro- 
priety of  the  remarks  he  has  submitted  on  this 
subject,  and  1  am  willing  to  accept  the  report 
of  the  CoiTimittee  of  Elections,  so  far  as  I  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  matter,  provided  the  gen- 
tleman will  let  me  move  an  amendment  increas- 
ing the  sum  to  about  one  thousand  dollars,  which 
will  pay  the  contestant  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  a  month,  or  eight  dollars  per  diem 
during  the  three  months  of  the  session,  and  allow 
him  mileage  in  traveling  to  and  from  Boston  wliile 
conducting  this  contest. 

I  agree  with  thegentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Dawes]  that  this  is  one  of  the  cases  that 
ought  to  have  been  presented  to  the  House.  I 
have  never  known  better  ground  for  a  contest 
made  crut  than  that  made  out  by  the  contestant  in 
this  case — than  that  inade  out  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Sleeper,  who  contested 
the  seat  of  my  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Rice,]  whose  seat,  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  from 
my  personal  knowledge  of  thatgentleman,  I  hope 
will  be  filled  by  him  for  a  long  time  and  for  many 
Congresses  to  come.  If  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts will  allow  me,  I  will  move  to  amend 
the  resolution  so  as  to  allow  Mr.  Sleeper  |1,000. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  yield  for  that  purpose? 

Mr.  DAWES.     Not  now. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  say,  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,] 
that  it  is  true  this  whole  contest  arose  out  of  a 
mistake  in  the  count.  The  only  question  was  in 
reference  to  the  accuracy  of  the  count  and  how 
the  fact  was  proved.  It  was  proved  in  two  ways, 
as  my  friend  will  recollect.  One  was  entirely 
conclusive  upon  the  papers  themselves.    There 
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was  another  which  arose  from  a  recount  of  the 
ballots  seven  days  after  the  election.  That  de- 
pended entirely  upon  whether  the  ballots  were 
correctly  Ivcpt.  They  were  kept  by  the  clerk  of 
the  ward.  They  were  recounted  by  the  ward 
officers,  tiiree  of  one  political  party  and  four  of 
the  other.  On  that  recount  it  was  proved  that  the 
statement  made  in  the  ward  meeting  was  an  error. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Was  not  that  recount  made 
within  the  time  allowed  by  law,  and  did  not  the 
Governor  act  on  that  certificate.' 

Mr.  DAWES.  Most  certainly  the  recount 
was  (jiade  in  the  time  specified  by  law.  The  mat- 
ter was  referred  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  and 
they  awarded  to  Mr.  Rice  the  certificate.  The 
Committee  of  Eli.'ctions  were,  I  believe,  unan- 
imous that  the  recount  was  properly  done.  The 
only  point  is  whether  Mr.  Sleeper  was  justified  ill 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  House.  I  accord 
to  Mr.  Sleeper  entire  honesty  of  conviction.  I 
take  pleasure  in  saying  that  I  have  knowiQ  iiim 
a  great  while.  I  have  been  associated  with  him 
in  many  ways,  and  I  have  entire  respect  for  his 
character  as  an  honest,  truthful,  sagacious  man. 
Still  1  could  not  understand  why  he  presented  this 
claim.  He  or  his  friends  presented  the  claim. 
Theysaid  that  an  amended  return  controlling  the 
result  of  an  election,  depending  upon  the  truth  atid 
honesty  of  a  single  individual,  was  such  a  case  as 
ought  to  be  presented  to  the  House.  That  was 
precisely  the  position  taken. 

I  wish  to  sayxhat  while  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions have  no  dis|)osition  to  encourage  contests, 
and  have  no  occasion  to  do  so,  and  while  they  are 
disposed  to  say  so  when  a  case  comes  before  them 
which  they  think  has  no  merits  in  it  at  all,  they 
are  not  disposed  to  say  there  shall  be  no  such 
thing  as  a  contest;  for  there  are  cases  where  a 
contest  tends  to  purify  and  purge  the  ballot-box, 
and  secure  honesty  in  elections.  And  unless  the 
House  thinks  this  is  one  of  those  cases,  they 
ought  not  to  vote  this  compensation.  1  have  done 
my  duty  in  reporting  this  resolution  to  the  House, 
as  I  was  instructed  to  do  by  a  majority  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Unless  the  House  will  make 
an  example  of  some  clear  case  like  tiiis,  T  think 
we  shall  continue  to  offer  rewards  and  premiums 
for  entirely  unfounded  contested-election  cases 
before  this  House. 

Now,  sir,  what  are  the  facts  in  this  case  .'  All 
the  parties  in  Boston  were  unanimously  of  opin- 
ion that  the  contestant  had  no  claim  whatever  to 
a  seat  in  this  House;  and  when  the  case  Came 
before  the  House  for  action,  not  a  single  man 
upon  either  side  of  the  House  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  so  far  as  this  House  is  concerned 
they  recorded  a  unanimous  verdict  against  his 
claim.  1  am  not  disposed  to  impeach  the  high 
character  of  the  gentleman  at  all,  but  I  do  say 
there  is  no  man  that  could  found  a  claim  for  even 
five  dollars  on  a  pretense  that  he  comes  here 
claiming  a  seat  under  these  circumstances  with- 
out utterly  discrediting  himself. 

Under  such  circumstances  I  think  it  will  be  a 
fit  example  set  by  the  House  if  they  refuse  to  pay 
even  one  cent  for  mileage. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  did  not  hear  the  remarks  made 
by  the  contestant  when  this  case  was  before  the 
House,  and  do  not  know  upon  what  ground  he 
based  his  claim.  Now  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Mas.sachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  whether 
or  not  the  contestant  placed  himself  upon  the 
ground  that  the  sitting  member  did  not  have  a 
majority  of  the  votes,  or  whether  he  placed  his 
claim  snnply  upon  a  technical  ground.' 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  will  say  that  he  put  his  claim 
itpon  both  grounds — upon  the  technical  ground 
that  the  declaration  in  open  ward  meeting  was 
conclusive,  and  then  he  controverted  the  honesty 
of  the  recount. 

Mr.  PIKE.  Was  there  any  evidenct,  whatever 
to  sustain  that  position.' 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  regret  exceedingly  tiiat  my 
distinguished  friend  from  Maine  did  not  hear  me 
when  I  worried  the  House  an  hour  by  a  consid- 
eration of  the  merits  of  this  case.  I  cannot  re- 
peat that  speech,  but  if  the  Clerk  will  read  it  from 
the  Globe,  my  friend  will  be  answered.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Until  my  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusftt.s  [Mr.  Dawks]  concluded  his  remarks, 
I  could  not  conceive;  upon  what  pos.sil)le  ground 
he  or  the  committee  which  he  represents  sought 


to  persuade  this  Plouse,  or  to  suggest  to  this 
House,  to  make  a  payment  to  Mr.  Sleeper  for  his 
presence  here  in  making  a  contest  for  a  seat.  He 
now  puts  it  upon  the  ground  of  his  knowledge  of 
the  personal  estimable  character  of  that  gentle- 
man. The  contestant  had  no  claim,  not  the 
shadow  of  a  foivndation  for  a  claim  to  a  seat  here. 
All  depended  upon  a  clerical  error.  There  is 
nothing  else  in  the  case.  Even  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  himself  showed,  by  a  clear 
and  conclusive  argument,  that  this  man  had  no 
claim,  and  yet  he  says  he  should  be  paid  some- 
thing because  he  is  a  respectable  gentleman  much 
esteemed  in  Massachusetts,  and  an  inoffensive 
and  quiet  gentleman. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  committee  wished  to  offer 
a  premium  on  quietness. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  wonder  then  that  they 
have  made  such  an  exhibition  of  a  violation  of 
their  own  rule  in  the  person  of  their  chairman. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  House  is  responsible  for 
that,  and  not  the  comtuittee.     [Laughter.] 

Mi;.  SCHENCK.  I  do  not  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  this  estimable 
gentleman,  and  though  I  am  willing  to  accord 
with  my  friend  that  he  is  just  what  he  has  repre- 
sented him,  yet  1  cannot  afford,  as  a  member  of 
this  House,  to  be  moved  by  any  such  considera- 
tion. As  I  look  at  the  case  simply  as  it  was 
presented,  argued,  and  discussed  here,  I  cannot 
refrain  from  repeating  that  it  is  the  most  extraor- 
dinary case  that  has  ever,  within  my  knowledge 
of  legislative  proceedings  concerniiTg  contested 
elections,  been  presented  to  this  House.  In  this 
1  entirely  concur  with  my  friend  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  Stevens.] 

What  was  the  case.'  In  setting  down  the  votes 
taken  from  time  to  time  and  adding  small  lots  of 
votes,  three,  five,  six,  eight, &c.,  which  had  pre- 
viously been  set  down,  a  mistake  was  made  and 
'the  figure  "  1"  was  mistaken  for  a  "7."  Per- 
haps I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  number  about 
which  the  difference  took  place  and  wherein  the 
error  occurred,  but  1  remember  that  the  fact  was 
this:  that  instead  of  setting  down  "  672"  clearly, 
it  was  set  down  with  such  indefinitencss  in  refer- 
ence to  the  figure  "  7"  that  it  was  mistaken  for 
"  612,"  and  when  "  6"  came  to  be  added  it  was 
carried  forward  as  "618."  The  whole  question 
before  this  House  was  whether  612  with  6  added 
to  it  made  678  instead  of  618,  and'unless  the  House 
could  come  to  that  conclusion  there  was  not  the 
slightest  shadow  of  foundation  for  this  claim.  Jn 
other  words,  this  claim  is  founded  solely  and  en- 
tirely upon  a  clerical  error. 

Now,  let  us  go  a  little  further.  Upon  a  revis- 
ion of  the  votes,  the  ballots  themselves  having 
been  put  away  and  preserved,  the  mistake  was 
discovered;  and  it  was  so  apparent  that  the  whole 
difficulty  arose  out  of  a  clerical  error  that,  as  I 
understand  it,  the  inspectors  of  elections,  a  mem- 
ber of  whom  belonged  to  the  same  political  party 
as  the  contestant  himself,  concluded  that  he  was 
not  elected.  All  the  commissioners  of  election, 
whatever  their  political  antecedents,  agreed  that 
there  was  nothing  upon  which  to  rest  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Sleeper  except  this  clerical  error;  and  that, 
correcting  that  error,  Mr.  Rice  was  elected.  I'his 
fact  was  reported  to  the  Governor  and  Council, 
and  the  Governor  and  Council  in  revising  there- 
turns  came  unanimously  to  the  same  conclusion 
as  the  inspectors  of  election. 

The  case  then  came  to  this  House  and  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and  they 
were  also  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  case  except  a  clerical  error, 
and  no  other  pretext  for  the  claim  of  the  con- 
testant. 

Well,  sir,  when  the  committee  reported  on  the 
case,  and  when  the  contestant  had  been  lieard  for 
an  hour,  and  had  had  his  time  extended  so  that 
he  might  be  heard  fully,  there  was  not  a  single 
one,  even  of  his  political  friends,  to  call  the  yeas 
and  nays  u]ion  his  claim;  but  the  House  by  gen- 
eral consent  disposed  of  his  chiim  in  the  most 
summary  manner  the  moment  he  hati  concluded 
his  remarks,  and  without  any  reply  being  made 
to  his  arguments.  That  is  the  whole  history  of 
the  case. 

But  we  are  told  that  Mr.  Sleeper  is  an  amiable, 
excellent  old  g(.'ntl(.'man,and  that  we  ought  to  give 
him  something.  Why,  sir,  I  have  a  great  many 
amiable  and  excellent  old  gentlemen  in  my  dis- 


trict for  whom  I  should  like  to  make  feoine  pro- 
vision. The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions will  not  deny  that  I  have  given  a  succinct 
but  truthful  statement  of  the  facts  of  this  case  as 
presented  to  the  House. 

I  will  end'as  I  began ,  by  saying  that  there  really 
seems  to  be  nothing  in  this  claim  excepting  that 
the  claimant, Mr.  Sleeper,  is  an  inoffensive,  amia- 
ble, excellent  character,  which  I  do  not  dispute 
at  all;  but  I  cannot,  on  that  account,  vote  him 
money  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  therefore  I  am 
compelled  to  vote  against  this  exceedingly  bald 
claim,  which  has  nothing  to  sustain  it  but  a  cler- 
ical error  and  impudence. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  was  somewhat  surprised 
at  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrilu,]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck.]  1  listened  very  attentive- 
ly to  thiscase  when  it  was  presented  to  the  Plouse, 
and  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  1  do  not  think 
I  ever  knew  a  case  presented  in  this  House  that 
involved  more  doubt  or  difficulty  than  this  one. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  "his  summary  of 
the  matter,  ignores  the  very  facts  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  case  that  are  calculated  to  in- 
spire doubt  as  to  the  result.  In  stating  the  case 
fairly  he  would  have  said  that  this  gentleman,  the 
contestant,  on  the  day  the  election  was  held  for 
member  of  Congress  in  that  district,  was  declared 
by  the  proper  officers  duly  elected  member  of 
Congress.  He  would  have  said  that  the  laws  of 
Massachusetts  make  no  provision  for  the  safe 
keepingof  the  ballots  after  they  have  been  counted 
on  the  day  of  election,  and  do  not  authorize  any 
recount  of  the  ballots  at  all.  He  would  have  said 
that  after  the  result  of  the  election  being  ■so  an- 
nounced, these  ballots  were  taken  possession  of 
by  a  man  who  had  no  more  right  to  them  than  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  himself,  kept  four  or  five 
days  by  that  man  in  his  irresponsible  possession, 
and  then  recounted  without  any  authority  by 
him,  and  without  his  having  informed  any  person 
of  his  intention  to  recount  tli«se  ballots;  and  he 
afterwards  denied  that  he  had  recounted  these  bal- 
lots. He  professes  afterwards  to  have  recounted 
them  and  to  have  found  this  error  which  the  gen- 
tleman speaks  of — that  the  ballots  correctly 
counted,  gave  Rice  a  majority  over  Sleeper.  He 
reported  the  facts  to  the  Governor  and  others,  and 
they  ordered,  without  authority  of  law,  as  1  un- 
derstand it,  a  recount  of  these  ballots.  A  recount 
was  had,  and  Rice  was  found  elected  by  a  small 
majority,  and  not  Sleeper.  I  think  the -majority 
was  twenty-five  or  thirty.  Now,  I  submit  to  this 
House,  in  the  face  of  this  declaration  of  the  facts 
as  presented  in  this  case,  whether  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  made  a  fair  or  an  ex  parte  exposition 
of  the  case. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Perhaps  we  do  not  differ 
about  a  matter  of  fact. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  We  differ  very  much  about 
the  statement  of  those  facts. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.     Mr.  Speaker * 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  yield 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.' 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  hold  the  floor  by  the  per- 
mission of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
He  is  therefore  to  that  e'xtent  my  master. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  am  under  an  engagement  to 
yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  have  not  given  up  the 
floor, except  my  m;ister reclaims  it.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  DAWES.  Certainly  not.  Inevercould 
be  guilty  of  taking  the  floor  from  the  gentleman 
from  Kenluclcy.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MALLORY.  1  am  overcome,  sir.  [Laugh- 
ter.] I  liope,  after  the  remarks  that  I  have  made 
in  which  1  am  sustained  by  the  evidence  in  this 
case,  that  I  shall  be  excused  from  dilfering  with 
the  distinguished  and  learned  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  insisting  as  1  do  that  this  was  a  case  of 
great  doubt,  that  the  pretensions  of  the  contestant 
were  strong,  and  that  he  was  not  only  excusable 
in  presenting  his  case  to  the  House,  but  that  he 
was  bound  to  do  so  by  a  sense  of  ju^ice  to  him- 
self and  to  those  whom  he  regarded  as  hia  con- 
stituents. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  always  opposes 
appropriationsofthiskind.  I  expected  itfrom  him. 
lie  would  have  de-Morrill-ized  himself  [laugh- 
ter] if  he  had  acted  otherwise.  He  is  the  watch- 
dog of  the  Treasury,  and  when  appropriations 
are  proposed  to  be  made  for  the- benefit  ofagri- 
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culture,  for  the  benefit  of  any  enterprise,  for  the 
encouragement  of  ahnost  any  industry  except  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  New  England,  the  gen- 
tleman exhibits  his  carefulness  and  economy  on 
this  floor  as  a  member  of  the  House  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  I 
must  be  allowed  to  say  that  if  he  had  acted  oth- 
erwise he  would  have  departed  from  his  usual 
course  in  the  House. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  resolution  will 
pass.  I  hope  that  the  ingenious  and  able  argu- 
mentof  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Schenck] 
will  not  prevail,  and  that  the  argument  of  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Stevens,]  which  I  understood,  after  his  talcing 
his  seat,  was  against  allowing  this  claimant  any- 
thing, will  not  prevail.  I  must  be  allowed  to  say 
that  the  course  of  that  gentleman  surprises  me. 
It  is  not  in  accordance  with  his  usual  habits  as  a 
member  of  this  House.  He  is  generally  a  good- 
natured,  good-hearted,  clever  gentleman.  I  have 
never  known  a  case  without  justice,  involving 
feelings,  where  charity  was  appealed  to,  addressed 
to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  that  had  not  a  cor- 
dial and  hearty  response  from  him,  except  on 
this  occasion,  and  1  must  be  permitted  to  say 
that  he  departs  from  the  usual  course  now  be- 
cause there  is  a  little  justice  in  this  claim,  and 
I  do  not  think  that  the  gentleman  has  much  re- 
gard for  that  article.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  knowthat  anythingelse 
maybe  said  except  what  I  know  my  learned  and 
kind  friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes] 
will  add,  in  favor  of  making  this  allowance.  1 
believe  that  the  House  will  vote  for  my  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  reported  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  increasing  the  al- 
lowance to  $1,000,  and  in  that  I  hope  1  leave  the 
case  to  the  House.   • 

Mr.  SMITHERS.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Dawes]  stated-that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  were  not  unanimous  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  report  and  the  sum  contained  in  the 
resolution.  1  differ  from  the  majority  of  that 
committee  which  reported  this  resolution.  To 
my  mind  there  is  no  pretext  for  allowing  Mr. 
Sleeper  any  sum  whatever.  The  case,  in  my 
judgment,  ought  never  to  have  been  brought  here. 
That  is  conclusively  shown,  I  think,  by  the  proof 
upon  record.  I  do  not  inquire  into  the  respect- 
ability of  Mr.  Sleeper;  I-have  seen  him  in  the 
committee-room,  and  he  is  a  man  of  respectabil- 
ity. His  bearing  before  the  committee  impressed 
me  favorably.  But  that  is  not  the  question.  If 
there  is  anything  in  the  testimony  which  would 
show  any  reasonable  man  that  he  had  a  proper 
claim  before  the  House,  I  would  pay  him,  but  not 
otherwise.  I  think  that  this  is  not  one  of  those 
cases.  It  is  settled  by  the  explanation  upon  rec- 
ord. I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  any  lengthy  ar- 
gument. It  has  been  argued  before  the  House  so 
recently  that  the  facts  must  be  fresh  in  the  recol- 
lection of  every  member;  but  I  will  refer  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections.  The  com- 
mittee say  in  conclusion  as  follows: 

"The  commiuee,  in  the  absence  of  a  particle  of  testi- 
mony calculated  to  cast  suspicion  upon  the  fairness  and 
truth  of  this  recount,  or  to  control  the  position  and  cor- 
roborated testimony  in  its  report,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
certificate  of  olc'ction  was  rightly  awarded  to  Mr.  Rice,  and 
that  lie  is  entill(!d  to  the  scat.  They  thereupon  recoin- 
niend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

"  Resolved,  'J'liat  John  S.  SIceperis  not  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  this  House  as  a  Representative  in  the  Thirty-Eightli  Con- 
gress from  the  third  congressional  district  in  Massachusetts. 

"  Resolved,  That  Alexander  H.  Kice  is  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  thisHouseasaRepresenlativein  the  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress from  the  third  congressional  district  in  Massacliu- 
sctta." 

The  Committee  of  Elections  being  fully  satisfied 
that  there  was  not  a  particle  of  testimony  which 
in  any  way  tended  to  invalidate  or  to  casta  shadow 
of  suspicion  upon  the  recount,  and  tliat  recount 
having  been  concurred  in  by  all  of  the  ward  offi- 
cers, the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  having  al.so 
given  his  certificate  upon  that  recount,  I  for  one 
^nnot  allow  myself  to  vote  a  dollar  out  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  any  gentlemao,  however  respect- 
able, under  the  circumstances.    - 
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Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  subject  is 
consuming  more  time  than  it  ought  to.  I  wish 
to  state  tlie  case  and  then  leave  it  to  the  House. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Schenck]  has 
argued  the  case  more  fully  than  was  done  when 
it  was  submitted  to  the  House  and  voted  on,  and 
I  arn  obliged  to  him.  Here  is  an  exciting  elec- 
tion for  Congress.  At  the  close  of  the  poll  it  is 
publicly  announced,  according  to  the  la\V  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  Mr.  Sleeper  is  elected.  In  the 
course  of  seven  days  there  comes  out  an  altera- 
tion, by  \yhich  Mr.  Rice  is  declared  to  be  elected 
byafewvotes.  It  isa  case  which  neveroccurred 
in  Massachusetts  before.  It  is  a  case  which  had 
no  precedent  there.  It  turned  out  on  investiga- 
tion that  much  of  the  merits  depended  upon  the 
honesty  and  credibility  of  a  single  witness.  I  ask 
my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  whether,  if 
any  case  were  to  occur  to  one  of  our  friends, 
they  would  not  feel  themselves  justified  in  bring- 
ing it  to  the  attention  of  the  House?  That  is  all 
I  wish  to  say.  I  submit  Mr.  Sleeper  has  done, 
under  all  of  the  circumstances,  what  any  contest- 
ant upon  this  side  of  the  House  would  do.  The 
committee  saw  that  a  case  like  this  had  never 
occurred  before.  There  was  no  statute  of  Mas- 
sachusetts providing  for  suck  a  contingency,  and 
although  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  recount  or  the  honesty  of  the  wit- 
nesses, I  ask  gentlemen  whether  they  would  not 
have  submitted  the  case  to  the  House  as  Mr. 
Sleeper  has  honestly  done.?  If  the  House  is  go- 
ing to  adopt  a  rule  on  this  subject,  I  for  one  will 
not  object.  If  the  rule  works  in  reference  to 
members  upon  this  side  as  well  as  upon  the  other 
side,  I  have  no  complaint  to  make.  But  in  this 
case  Mr.  Sleeper  has  only  done  what  any  con- 
testant on  this  side  would  have  done. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  wish  to  propound  an  in- 
terrogatory to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
and  his  reply  will  go  very  far  to  control  my  vote. 
Would  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  have 
done  as  Mr.  Sleeper  has  done.? 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  see  the  pertinency  of 
that  interrogatory.  [Laughter.]  I  do  not  do  ray 
duty  as  often  as  I  should,  and  perhaps  I  should 
have  failed  in  this  instance.  I  do  not  appreciate 
a  seat  in  Congress  as  before  I  had  one,  and  Mr. 
Sleeper  has  never  enjoyed  that  honor. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  back  to  this  fact,  that  it  has  always 
been  the  rule,  and  never  departed  from,  that  we 
have  paid  contestants  without  regard  to  the  merits 
of  their  cases.  Thedistinguished  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens]  at  the  last  Congress 
offered  a  resolution  to  pay  six  contestants,  three 
on  onesideand  three  upon  the  other, $i3, 000  each. 
One  of  these  men  had  but  twenty-five  votes,  and 
those  twenty-^ive  votes  were  taken  by  subscrip- 
tion down  here  in  a  district  where  there  ■  was  at 
the  time  a  foreign  enemy,  and  where  there  was 
hardly  enough  territory  left  in  our  possession  to 
bury  these  twenty-five  men. 

And  it  now  occurs  to  me  that  my  distinguished 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens]  intro- 
duced last  Congress  a  resolution  to  pay  six  con- 
testants $3,000  each,  and  among  that  number  he 
inserted  the  name  of  this  man  who  received  only 
twenty-five  votes.  That  resolution  passed.  This 
is  said  by  way  of  reminder  to  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania.  I  regret  that  my  friend's  vener- 
able years  have  impaired  his  memory,  and  that  he 
has  forgotten  that  that  was  the  first  case  which 
the  committee  reported,  and  in  which  they  re- 
ported against  the  claim  of  the  man.  It  was  ar- 
gued here  two  or  three  days  on  the  question 
whether  the  twenty-five  votes  taken  by  subscrip- 
tion in  an  enemy's  country  would  constitute  an 
election  to  Congress.  We  all  said  "  No,"  and 
the  matter  passed  away.  The  contestant  applied 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections  to  introduce  a  res- 
olution to  pay  him.  They  refu-sed.  One  day, 
in  a  fitof  ab.sent-mindediiess  upon  the  pan  of  tbe 
committee,  there  came  in  here  a  resolution  with 
the  names  of  six  contestants  in  it,  among  whom 
was  this  man,  and  it  was  put  through  in  a  hurry. 

I  Cfti'l  the  previous  question. 


Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
and  substitute  on  the  table. 

Mr.  M  ALLORY,.  I  understood  that  my  friend 
from  Massachusetts  was  going  to  allow  me  to  of- 
fer an  amendment. 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  is  so,  but  I  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  that  that  course  will  not  help  his 
friend. 

Mr.  MALLORY.     Well,  I  will  not  press  it. 

Mr.  STILES.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wore  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  h\ 
the  affirmative — yeas  67,  nays  59;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ash- 
ley, John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Bcaman,  Jacob  B.  Blair, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Ambrose  VV.  Claris,  Cobb,  Cole,  Cres- 
well,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Deming, 
Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Ecklcy,  Eliot,  Farnswortii, 
FentoM,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinncll.  Higby,  Hotcli- 
kiss,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellou'E,  Orlando  Kellogir.  Loan,  Long- 
year,  Marvin,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  MiUcr,  "Morrill,  Daniel 
"Morris,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Odell,  Perhani,  Pike, 
Price,  John  H.  Rice,  Schenck,  Shannon,  Smithers,  Spal- 
ding, Starr,  Stevens,  'JMiavcr,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Elihu  B. 
Washburne,  William  B.  "Washburn,  Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  and  Windom — 67. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Bailj',  Augus- 
tus C.  Baldwin,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Broom;ill,  Clay, 
Cox,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Gris- 
wold.  Hale,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Charles  M.  Harris, 
Holman,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Long,  Mallory,  Marey, 
McAllister,.  McBride,  flIcDowell,  Mcliuloe,  McKinney, 
Middletnn,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrisoii, 
Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Ran- 
dall, James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  Wil- 
liam G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Thomas, 
Tracy,  Upson,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Whaley,  Wheeler, 
Joseph  W.  White,  and  VVoodbridge — 59. 

So  the  resolution  and  substitute  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  ORTFI  stated  that  he  was  paired  off  with 
Mr.  Cravens  on  all  matters  of  a  partisan  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS  stated  that  he  was  paired  off 
with  Mr.  Lazear. 

Mr  GRINNELL  stated  that  Mr.  Hubbard,  of 
Iowa,  was  confined  to  his  house  by  sickness. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  last  taken;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
ENROLLED  BILL. 

Mr.  C0l3B,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
truly  enrolled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  Indian 
tribes  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontier,"  ap- 
proved June  30,  1834;  when  the  Speaker  signed 
the  same. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  L.  FISK. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  following  resolution,  and 
demanded  the  previous  question: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  five  thousand  copies  of 
theletterofthcSecretary  of  War,  transmitting  to  the  House, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  26th  ultimo,  the  report  of 
Captain  J.  L.  Fislc  of  his  late  expedition  to  the  Rocky  mount- 
ains. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put;  and  under  the 
operation  thereof  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  agreed  to;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  ROSECRANS. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  followriig  resolution,  upon 
which  he  demanded  the  previous  question: 

Resolved,  That  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  various 
reports  of  Major  General  William  S.  IJospcrans,  during 
this  war,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House. 

The  prcviotts  question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  would  inquire  how  large 
n  volume  this  will  make.' 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  About  as  large  aa  tlie 
reports  of  Grant  and  McClellan, 
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Mr.  STEVENS.   1  hope  we  shall  not  carry  out 

this  matter  any  further.  Wc  will  print  it  as  a 
campaign  document. 

The  main  question  was  ordered;  and  under  the 
operation  thereof  the  resolution  was  a.ijreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CL.\RK  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  last  taken;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agrcfd  to. 

GENERAL  MEADK's  HEPOIIT. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  rejiorted  the  t'ollowing  resolution,  on 
which  he  demanded  the  previous  question: 

Resolveil,  Tli^t  ton  llioiisanil  copies  of  tlif!  report  of  Gen- 
eral Meaile  of  tlit^  battle  orGotlyslxiiji,  with  tlie  .icroiiipa- 
nyiiig  rcpoiis  of  suliordinate  olliccr:-,  bi;  printed  for  t!i6  use 
of  llio  iiieiiibcr=  of  tliis  HoLise. 

The  previous  question  was  .•5cconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

•GOLD  LILL. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  now  call  for  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness is  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  known  as  the  gold  bill,  on  which 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens] 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  As  there  arc  several  gentle- 
men who,  as  I  understand,  desire  to  speak  upon 
this  bill,  1  will  not  at  this  time  insist  on  my  right 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  GRISVVOLD  obtained  the  floor. 

QUAPAW  INDIANS. 
The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  communica'tion  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  transmitting  a  recommenda- 
tion for  an  ap|iropriation  for  the  Gluapaw  Indian'' 
rpfugces  now  in  Kansas;which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS  CLAIMS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting  a  report  of 
the  claims  presented  for  the  payment  resulting 
from  injuries  and  depredations  committed  by  the 
Sioux  Indians  in  Minnesota,  in  1862;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motionof  Mr.  WINDOM,  the  report  of  the 
commis.sioners  accompanying  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  also  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

TllEATY  -Wrril  ECUADOR. 

The  SPEAIJER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  stating  that  on  the  25th  of  No- 
vember, 1862,  a  convention  for  the  mutual  adjust- 
ment of  claims  [lending  between  the  United  States 
and  Ecuador  was  signed  at  CLuito  by  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  contracting  parties,  transmit- 
ting a  copy  of  the  treaty,  and  asking  for  an  appro- 
priation to  enable  commissioners  to  be  sent  out 
pursuant  to  its  provisions,  to  meet  at  Guayaquil 
within  ninety  days  aft«r  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions between  tlic  two  Governments;  which  was 
reft;rred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meitiis, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

GOLD  HILL AGAIN. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  Mr.  Speaker,  during  the 
early  discussion  of  tliis  bill  in  tiie  House  1  v/as  ab- 
sent. In  that  absence  my  experience  was  unlike 
thatof  my  distinguished  colleague  [Mr.  Kkunan.] 
Instead  of  meeting  those  who  were  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill  under  discussion,  my  contact 
with  the  business  men  not  only  of  my  own  dis- 
trict but  in  the  city  of  New  York  indicated  almost 
universally  a  decided  feeling  in  favor  of  its  pas- 
sage. I  scarcely  heard  an  opposite  opinion,  ex- 
cept from  individuals  interested  in  gold  specu- 
lation or  from  those  whoso  sentiments  upon  a 
question  of  this  kind  would  have  but  little  weight 
with  any  gentleman  on  citlu-r  side  of  this  House. 
I  assume  thatin  the  ^  ole  which  was  (riven  upon 


the  original  bill  as  amended  by  the  gentleman 

from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Boutwell,]  passed  in 
this  House  with  great  unanimity,  that  the  neces- 
sity of  depleting  tlie  gold  in  the  Treasury  is  con- 
cetled.  By  that  vote  it  is  evident  that  scarce  any 
difference  of  opinion  exists  among  gentlemen  on 
cither  side  of  the  House.  This  being  conceded, 
the  only  question  which  arises  is  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  surplus  gold  shall  be  disposed 
of:  whether  the  Government  shall  avail  itself  of 
the  means  intended  to  be  provided  by  the  bill  of 
throwing  the  surplus  of  gold  in  the  Treasury 
upon  the  market,  and  obtaining  the  highest  rates 
it  will  command;  or  in  its  disposition  contribute 
to  the  interests  of  the  army  of  speculators  whose 
only  object  is  )iersonal  gain,  no  matter  at  what 
sacrifice  of  the  credit  and  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

My  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Kernan]  and 
also  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Boutwell,]  in  their  remarks  upon  the 
question,  assumed  that  the  bill  came  here  without 
paternity,  and  that  we  had  no  evidence  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  even  desired  its  pas- 
sage. If  I  am  correctly  informed  there  is  a  letter 
in  the  possession  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  from  Mr.  Chase,  in  which  he  unqualifiedly 
advises  and  advocates  its  passage.  This  being 
so,  the  gentleman's  inference  upon  this  point  is 
unfounded. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  With  the  permission  of 
the  geruleman  from  New  York  I  will  state  that  I 
have  this  morning  received  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  which  1  will  send  to  the 
Clerk's  desk  and  ask  to  have  read.  It  is  based, 
as  I  suppose,  upon  a  rumor,  founded  upon  remarks 
I  made. yesterday,  that  we  had  not  official  knowl- 
edge that  the  Secretary  had  approved  the  bill. 
Alter  consulting  with  my  colleague  [Mr.  Hooper] 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  I  think  it  just  to  the  House  and  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  the  letter  should 
be  read  which  sets  forth  his  views  in  regard  to 
this  matter. 

The  Clerk  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

Treasury  Department,  March  15,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  told  tliis  niorning  that  you 
are  under  tlie  impression  that  I  :\ni  indilferenl  about  the 
passage  of  llie  gold  bill  as  amended  by  the  Senate. 

My  views  concerning  tlic>expedicncy  of  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  dinpose  of  the  surplus  gold 
were  conununicatcd  to  the  Coininittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  the  llHh  ultimo.  I  thought  tlien,  and  think  now,  that 
sueh  an  autliority  would  tend  to  restrain  speculation  and 
prevent  sudden  iluctualimis  in  the  gold  market,  and  that  a 
judicious  use  of  such  a  power  might  contribute  something 
Id  the  same  desirable  end.  I  have  not  changed  this  opin- 
ion;  on  tlie  contrary,  it  has  been  confirmed  by  observing 
how  gold  has  fallen  as  the  probability  of  such  legislation 
increased,  and  has  risen  as  that  probability  has  diminished. 

Yours  truly,  S.  P.  CHASE. 

Hon.  G.  S.  )5ouTWELi,. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  Mr.  Speaker,  that  letter 
corroborates  the  information  of  which  I  was  in 
possession. 

An  objection  is  urged  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill  that  it  will  improperly  increase  the  powers  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Now,  sir,  as  an 
origiiral  proposition,  that  might  have  some  weight, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  under  the  circumstances  it 
is  entitled  to  but  little  consideration.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  has  already  been  invested 
with  authority,  to  which  this  can  add  but  little, 
were  he  disposed  to  exercise  that  authority  im- 
properly. He  is  and  has  been  clothed  with  the 
power  of  issuing  the  obligations  of  the  Govern- 
ment, hundreds  u|">on  hundreds  of  millions,  entire- 
ly at  his  own  discretion,  atsuch  time  and  in  such 
manner  and  amounts  as  he  deemed  proper.  The 
additional  discretion  now  proposed  to  be  given 
him  is  as  to  the  particular  manner  in  which  a  sur- 
plus of  fifteen  to  twenty-five  millions  of  gold  shall 
be  made  available  for  the  public  use.  This  I  re- 
gard as  of  too  little  importance  comparatively  to 
influence  the  action  of  the  House  upon  this  ques- 
tion. 1  regard  those  who  are  at  present  admin- 
istering the  Government  as  its  representatives  for 
the  time  being,  the  instrumentality  through  which 
we  hope  to  be  carried  safely  through  our  present 
appalling  dangers.  So  regarding  ihem,  1  am  in 
favor,  and  I  think  the  constituency  which  I  rep- 
resent are  in  favor,  of  furnishing  them  with  every 
facility,  of  clothing  them  with  every  admissible 
power.  I  do  not  intend,  so  far  as  my  vote  is  con- 
cerned, to  afl"ord  any  excuse  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  or  any  other  executive  officer  of 
the  Adminisiralion,  by  reason  of  rcfusingauy  de- 


mand they  may  make  consistent  with  the  most 
liberal  interpretation  of  legality  and  right.  Just 
in  proportion  to  the  powers  wo  give  them,  and  the 
means  that  are  placed  in  their  control  will  the 
country  hold  them  responsible  for  the  exerciseof 
such  powers  and  the  use  of  such  means. 

Mr.  Speaker,  these  are  extrabrdinary  times, 
and  demand  extraordinary  measures.  We  are 
forced  to  put  ourfaith  in  those  occupying  official 
positions  to  a  degree  thatin  ordinary  limes  would 
of  course  be  improper  and  indelensiblc.  If  this* 
faith  is  abused,  the  people  will  hold  those  who 
violate  their  trust  to  a  stern  and  rigid  accounta- 
bility. 

Another  objection  urged  against  the  measure 
under  discussion,  and  which  1  confess  struck  me 
with  considerable  force  when  first  suggested,  is 
that  it  is  in  violation  of  the  law  of  18G2,  providing 
that  an  amount  equal  to  one  per  cent,  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  shall  be  set  apart  from  the  funds  in  (he 
Treasury,  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  jiayment  of 
the  principal.  Further  consideration,  however, 
leads  me  to  regard  this  as  of  no  practical  force. 

It  will  not  be  contended,  I  presume,  even  by 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  BouT^VELL,]  who  so  ably  discussed  this 
subject  yesterday,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  that  law  to  lockup  in  the  vaults  of  the 
Treasury  an  accumulation  of  gold  without  limit, 
and  thus  deprive  the  commercial  community  of 
what  is  indispensable  to  conduct  the  business  of 
the  country,  and  at  the  same  time  add  to  the  burden 
of  the  Governmentby  reason  of  enhancing  the  cost 
of  the  very  materials  of  which  they  are  obliged  to 
be  the  purchasers  in  conducting  this  war.  I  ap- 
prehend that  their  only  object  was  to  provide  for 
the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund,  having  reference 
to  a  time  when  the  Government  should  cease  to 
be  a  borrower.  It  seems  to  me  absurd  that  one 
percent,  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Government  should 
be  canceled  to-day,  while  they  are  increased  five 
per  cent,  to-morrow.  But  should  this  be  insisted 
upon,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  surplus  gold 
in  the  Treasury  should  not  be  disposed  of,  even 
if  its  proceeds  should  be  applied  to  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  one  per  cent,  provided  for  by  the  law 
alluded  to. 

The  amount  of  gold  in  commercial  uses  prior 
to  the  }^esent  war  was  estimated  at  from  two  hun- 
dred to  two  hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars. 
There  is  now,  as  I  understand,  in  the  Treasury 
$23,000,000.  The  estimated  amount  which  will 
have  accumulated  by  the  1st  of  July  next  will  be 
from  forty-five  to  sixty  millions. 

Locked  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks  of  the  city  of 
New  York  alone  are  some  forty-two  million  dol- 
lars. The  daily  requirements  of  the  merchants  of 
New  York  alone,  for  the  |iaym.cnt  of  Government 
duties, &c.,  is  about  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

The  effect  of  continued  hoarding  can  readily  be 
appreciated  not  only  in  its  influence  upon  the  com- 
mercial interests,  but  upon  the  Government,  by 
reason  ofthe  enhanced  prices  which  it  will  be  forced 
to  pay  for  such  commodities  as  sympathize  with 
and  are  affected  by  the  speculative  advance  in  gold. 

That  the  present  market  value  of  gold  is  mainly 
speculative,  is  to  my  judgment  apparent.  In 
proof  of  this  it  is  well  known  that  property  and  se- 
curities beyond  the  influence  of  speculation  bear 
no  proportionate  prices.  There  is  no  appreciable 
difference  between  the  value  of  mortgage  securi- 
ties to-day  and  three  years  ago.  Local  stocks  can 
be  bought  with  Government  paper  at  nearly  the 
same  rate.  Real  estate  in  the  country  has  not 
materially  advanced.  No  description  of  property 
except  such  as  is  influenced  by  direct  speculation 
bears  any  such  disproportion  to  gold  as  do  the 
Government  securities. 

If  Government  obligations  are  secure,  if  we 
have  faith  in  their  ultimate  payment,  I  contend 
there  is  no  reason  at  all  for  any  such  apparent  de- 
preciation as  now  exists.  Their  security  is  a 
question  of  our  ability  to  pay — of  faith  on  the  part 
of  the  people  that  they  will  be  jiaid.  Tliat  this 
faith  is  well  grounded,  I  do  not  myself  entertain  a 
doubt.  I  do  not  believe  the  public  d(;bt  will  reach 
an  amount  which  will  lead  to  the  thought  of  re- 
pudiation, as  has  been  hinted  by  some  gentlemen 
on  this  floor;  nor  do  I  believe  that  the  payment 
of  the  interest  on  it  will  be  so  utterly  unbearable 
as  has  been  suggested.  In  my  judgment  the  peo- 
jile  of  this  country  are  prepared  to  meet  all  the 
exactions  made  upon  llicm  which  shall  be  neci's- 
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sary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  present  war  to  its 
success,  and  the  restoration,  and  preservation  of 
ourGovernment.  They  desire  only  that  the  men 
and  the  means  v.'hich  they  furnish  shall  be  faith- 
fully and  honestly  d^propriated  fot  this  great 
paramount  object. 

As  an  evidence  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom 
they  intrust  the  administration  of  our  public  af- 
fairs, I  should  be  glad  if  upon  both  sides  of  this 
Houseall  subordinatequcslionscould  beignoretl, 
and  that  we  should  stand  up  with  united  voice  in 
advocacy  of  such  measures  alone  as  ten  "  to  the 
restoration  of  oiu'  Union  and  the  reestablishment 
of  an  honorable  peace  over  this  distracted  land. 
I  believe  this  to  be  the  true  way  for  securing  pub- 
lic confidence  and  strengthening  ourGovernment 
credit.  It  should  be  evident  that  we  are  not  to  be 
diverted  for  the  purposeof  carrying  out  the  pecu- 
liar views  of  any  man  or  of  any  set  of  men. 

I  assume,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  discretion 
which  is  lodged  with  tlio  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  under  discus- 
,  sion  will  be  exercised  by  him  with  discretion  and 
honesty,  and  that  so  exercised  he  will  be  able  to 
strengthen  his  position  as  the  responsible  head 
of  the  financial  Department  of  the  Government; 
that  he  will  be  able,  at  all  events,  to  increase 
the  dangers  attending  speculations  in  gold^  and 
thus  interfere  with  and  embarrass  those  who  in 
the  pursuit  of  personal  gain  are  regardless  of  the 
consequences  to  the  great  interests  of  our  coun- 
try; and  still  more,  that  he  will  place  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  those  whose  hopes  are  based  upon 
the  destruction  of  public  confidence  by  producing 
an  apparent  depreciation  of  our  national  securiti'Cs. 

I  agree  with  the  honorable  gentlenfian  from 
Iowa  [Mr.  Kasson]  as  to  the  mischievous  effects 
attending  the  operations,  in  such  times  as  these, 
of  the  men  who  congregate  in  the  marts  of  our 
large  cities,  and  engage  in  these  wild  and  senseless 
speculations.  I  am  not  at  all  certain  but  that  the 
army  of  gold  speculators  are  as  much  to  be  dreaded 
at  the  present  time  as  the  army  of  rebels  in  the 
South.  The  effect  is  demoralizing  whether  the 
individual  so  regards  it  or  not.  The  man  who 
invests  his  capital  in  gold  as  a  speculation  be- 
comes involuntarily  disloyal  to  a  certain  extent, 
for  llic  reason  that  the  success  of  his  vjioture  is 
based  upon  the  reverses  of  our  army  in  the  field; 
■while  he  who  holds  our  Government  obligations 
wishes  for  and  hails  every  success'  as  furnishing 
additional  security  to  his  investment. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  in  voting  for 
this  bill  I  differ  from  most  of  the  gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  with  whom  I  am  politi- 
cally associated,  but  I  feel  certain  that  they  will 
give  me  credit  for  being  influenced  by  an  honest 
difference  of  opinion,  and  that  that  difference  arises 
from  what  I  regard  as  the  course  which  shall  best 
promote  the  interest  of  our  country. 

Still  more  sanguine  am  I  that  no  gentleman, 
either  on  this  side  of  the  House  or  the  other,  will 
contend  that  mere  fealty  to  party  is  for  a  moment 
to  be  considered  as  against  these  higher  consid- 
erations. 

In  presuming  upon  the  attention  of  the  House, 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  simply  desired  to  give  some  of  the 
reasons  that  will  influence  my  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion under  discussion.  Having  done  this,  i  am 
prepared  to  yield  the  floor,  and  record  my  vote 
in  favor  of  the  pending  bill. 

MKSSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  was  received,  by 
Mr.  Fon.vEY,  theirSecrctary,  notifyingthe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles;  in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the  con- 
currence of  the  House: 

An  act  (No.  151)  relating  to  enlistments,  and 
for  other  ]iurposes; 

An  act  (No.  1G3)  to  authorize  the  Columbia 
Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind 
to  confer  degrees;  and 

An  act  (No.  168)  providing  for  the  purchase  of 
a  steam  fire-engine. 

GOLD  BILL AGAIN. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  Inasmuch, 
Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  am  now  called  upon  to  cast  my 
vote  for  or  against  the  measure  under  considera- 
tion, I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  House  in  a  word 
of  explanation  of  the  reasons  which  will  govern 
the  vote  I  shall  give. 

I  voted  for  the  original  bill  as  reported  to  the 
House  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 


mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  which  was  simply  a 
bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
sell  tlie  surplus  gold  in  the  Treasury.  I  thouglit 
that  bill  was  right;  but  it  did  not  seem  to  meet 
with  very  much  favor  in  the  House,  and  I  was 
ultimately  induced  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bout- 
well,]  ihinlcing  it  would  be  better  than  nothing; 
but  1  am  now  satisfied  that  that  amendment  kills 
all  the  virtues  of  the  original  bill. 

It  seems  to  be  obvious  to  eyery  one  that  the 
value  of  a  commodity  in  market  depends  upon  the 
abundance  or  scarcity  of  it;  that  everything  which 
tends  to  increase  the  supply  must  diminish  the 
cost  of  the  article.  A  very  eloquent  and  very 
honorable  member  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
took  exception  to  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  not  do  for  us  to  invest  the  Secretary  with 
what  he  chose  to  call  this  illimitable  power;  that 
it  would  tend  to  ruin  the  credit  of  the  country,  and 
ultimately  to  the  downfall  of  the  Republic.  I,  sir, 
do  not  see  it  in  any  such  baneful  light.  Why, 
sir,  the  Secretary  is  lord  of  the  Treasury  to-day, 
is  he  not,  under  tlicj  law.'  And  if  he  chooses  to  be 
unfaithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  onerous  duties, 
who  can  help  it.'' 

The  present  bill,  as  it  comes  to  us  from  the 
Senate,  simply  authorizes  him  to  sell  the  surplus 
gold  in  the  Treasury;  ajnd  thus  limited,  I  want  to 
know  how  it  is  that  in  conferring  on  him  that 
power  we  can  possibly  become  obnoxious  to 
the  charge  of  conferring  illinnitable  power.'  The 
learned  gentleman  did  not  tell  us,  he  did  not  point 
out,  wherein  the  exercise  of  that  power  could  pos- 
sibly work  such  an  injury,  but  he  spoke  as  if  he 
saw  a  lion  in  the  way  and  as  if  his  quick  ear  heard 
a-  threatening  roar  from  the  frightful  beast;  but 
he  utterly  failed  to  point  out  to  our  wondering 
eyes  the  ambush  of  the  forest  king,  or  to  awaken 
our  attentive  ears  to  the  warning  voice  he  had 
heard.  Wliy,  sir,  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power,  can  injure  the  credit  of  the 
country  any  more  than  he  may  endanger  the  same 
interests  by  the  exercise  of  powers  already  con- 
ferred upon  him. 

Another  objection  urged  by  my  honorable  friend 
was  that  it  would  be  a  breach  of  faith  in  the  coun- 
try to  sell  that  which  is  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  upon  the  public  debt.  The  answer 
to  that  objection  is  simply  that  the  bill  does  not 
authorize  any  such  thing.  Itsimply  provides  for 
the  sale  of  surplus  gold. 

Still  another  argument  was  used,  that  it  would 
give  the  country  more  credit  in  Europe  to  antici- 
pate the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  I  would 
not  borrow  one  dollar  from  England,  or  from 
France;  I  would  not  be  indebted  to  them  for  any 
such  advantage  whatever.  If  they  were  to  send 
over  a  ship-load  of  gold, I  would  not  touch  it.  I 
would  be  more  ready  that  our  far-off  sister  Cali- 
fornia should  send  ten  thousand  of  her  brave  sons 
into  Mexico. 

There  is  but  one  conceivable  way  in  which  the 
country  can  maintain  its  credit,  and  that  is  by 
relying  with  firmness  upon  our  own  resources. 
I  believe  that  our  own  resources  are  adequate  to 
every  demand.  If  more  money  is  wanted,  con- 
tinue to  tax  us  and  we  shall  continue  to  pay. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  ex- 
pect to  convince  any  gentleman  present  by  any 
argument  that  I  can  produce  after  the  discussion 
which  has  been  had  on  this  question,  but  as  1  have 
voted  steadily  against  the  measure  from  the  be- 
ginning, and  intend  to  vote  against  it  steadily  to 
the  end,  I  desire  to  state  in  a  few  words  my  rea- 
sons for  so  doing.  The  first  of  them  is,  that  I 
conceive  the  ))ower  attempted  to  be  given  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  wholly  unneces- 
sary. The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Alley]  wLo  advocated  this  measure  on  yester- 
day said  he  did  not  expect  the  Secretaryof  the 
Treasury  would  use  tliis  power,  and  that  it  was 
not  intended  he  should  use  it,  at  least  to  any  ex- 
tent. If  that  be  the  case,  then  I  for  one  will  not 
vote  to  give  it  to  him.  At  this  time,  when  it  is  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  grant  extraordinary  powers  to 
the  head  of  the  Government 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  yield  to  me. 

Mr.  BItOOMALL.     Certainly. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Allow  me  to  explain.  I  think 
the  gentleman  has  misunderstood  me.  I  did  not 
say  unqualifiedly  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 


ury would  not,  in  my  judgment,  use  this  power. 
I  said  that  he  would  not  probably  use  it  to  any 
great  extent,  that  he  would  not  use  it  if  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  Treasury  would  not  safely  per- 
mit it,  and  that  he  would  undoubtedly  in  the 
future,  as.in  the  past,  carefully  consider  and  pro- 
vide for  meeting  the  prospective  as  well  as  present 
wants  of  the  Treasury.  I  do  not  believe  if  the 
power  be  given  to  him  that  he  would  use  it  unles.s 
it  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  doubt  much 
whether  he  would  be  called  upon  to  exercise  it 
often  if  at  all. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  am  pleased  to  be  cor- 
rected by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  I 
did  to  some  extent  misunderstand  his  remarks, 
and  I  will  take  his  position  as  he  has  now  given 
it.  He  does  not  expect  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  use  the  power  unless  in  the  future  when 
it  may  become  necessary  for  hini  to  use  it.  ],for 
one,  then,  will  postpone  my  vote  in  favor  of  the 
measure  until  1  am  satisfied  it  is  necessary  for  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  have  and  to  use  this 
power. 

I  was  about  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  in  these 
extraordinary  times,  when  it  is  necessary  for  us 
to  assent  to  extraordinary  powers  being  vested  in 
the  Administration  and  the  Government,  it  is  not 
the  time  to  ask  us  to  confer  powers  that  are  not 
necessary.  And  if  this  power  is  not  necessary, 
that  is  the  argument  against  the  passage  of  this 
measure. 

Now,  that  it  is  not  necessary  is  manifest  to 
every  one  who  will  merely  ask  himself  the  ques- 
tion, what  is  it  to  be  used  for.'  Is  it  intended  to 
bring  down  the  price  of  gold.'  Granted  that  it 
is.  That  seems  to  be  the  argument  of  the  other 
side.  Is  there  any  evil  in  gold  being  at  the  present 
price  except  so  far  as  that  results  from  the  redun- 
dancy of  paper  money  .'  I  do  not  see  much.  1  do 
not  care  what  price  gold  goes  to  if  it  is  not  caused 
by  an  inflation  of  the  currency.  If  it  does  so 
arise  then  I  admit  it  is  an  evil  and  a  matter  of  in- 
terest to  everybody,  because  it  affects  the  price 
of  everything  we  buy  or  sell.  If  the  high  price 
arises  from  hoarding,  no  class  of  men  can  lose  by 
it  except  such  as  ought  not  to  be  relieved.  It  is 
the  accumulation  of  gold  in  the  Treasury  that  is 
now  complained  of.  Who  wants  this  gold?  No- 
body except  the  importing  merchants  and  the 
gamblers  in  gold.  The  laborer  does  not  want 
gold.  The  mechanic  does  not  want  gold.  The 
farmer  and  retail  merchant  do  not  want  gold. 
They  have  no  use  for  it.  It  has  given  place  to 
the  legal  currency  of  the  country.  The  only  par- 
ties who  need  gold,  I  repeat,  are  the  importing 
merchants  and  gamblers  in  gold,  and  I,  for  one, look 
upon  the  excessive  importation  of  foreign  goods 
now  going  on  as  one  of  the  evils  of  the  day.  We 
are  buying  ourselves  poor.  I  am  willing  to  let  the 
price  of  gold  go  up  until  that  excessive  import- 
ation is  checked.  Gold  is  needed  for  the  purpose 
of  buying  foreign  goods,  and  for  paying  duties 
upon  foreign  goods,  and  for  these  two  purposes 
alone.  If  the  price  of  gold  goes  up  so  that  the 
importing  merchants  cannot  get  it,  what  will  be 
the  result.'  Why,  that  importation  to  that  ex- 
tent will  be  checked.  There  is  a  point  between 
these  two  extremes,  the  present  one  of  excessive 
accumulation  of  gold  in  the  Treasury  from  duties 
arising  from  excessive  importations,  and  the  stop- 
page of  importation  and  duties  from  the  scarcity 
of  gold — I  say  that  there  is  a  point  between  these 
two  extremes  where  things  will  balance  each  other, 
and  I  am  willing  to  wail  for  that  point. 

But  suppose  the  accumulation  of  gold  in  the 
Treasury  to  be  an  evil,  suppose  there  are  parlies 
besides  those  who  are  doing  mischief  with  gold, 
need  it,  is  there  no  way  to  get  it  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury.' I  have  seen  no  act  of  Congress  making 
gold  not  a  legal  lender  for  the  payment  of  debts. 
1  know  that  gold  has  become  unfashionable  as  a 
currency,  yet,  sir,  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  will  be 
taken  in  payment  of  debts  without  much  com- 
plaint. It  can,  if  in  no  oiher  way,  be  got  out  of 
the  Treasury  by  paying  some  class  of  peculiarly 
meritorious  creditors,  and  no  doubt  there  are  such. 

The  gentleman  from  Ma.ssachusetts,  [Mr. Bout- 
well,]  whose  amendment  was  adopted  by  the 
House,  |iroposes  to  anticipate  the  )iayment  of  the 
iinerest  on  the  public  debt.  1  was  in  I'avor  of  that 
measure  until  he  coupled  it  with  aliother  which 
authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  do 
that  without  a  rebate  of  interest.  I  voted  against 
it  then  because  1  thought  it  unwise  to  pay  dobta 
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not  due  unless  with  a  rebate  of  interest.  Now 
there  arc  debts  due  by  the  United  Status  which 
have  some  priority  over  otlier  debts,  and  wliich 
ought  to  be  paid.  Let  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury hunt  up  some  peculiarly  meritorious  claims 
and  pay  them,  and  so  get  the  money" out  of  the 
Treasury,  if  it  is  necessary  to  get  it  out  at  all 
when  only  those  want  it  who  do  mischief  with  it. 
And,  again,  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure  as  a 
means  for  fixing  the  price  of  gold.  Jn  that  re- 
gard it  will  be  wholly  ineffective.  No  legislation, 
either  by  Congress  or  any  other  legislative  body, 
ever  fixed  the  price  of  any  commodity.  Whqt 
do  they  say.'  They  say  that  by  threatening  to 
put  two  or  three  or  ten  million  dollars  of  gold 
into  the  New  York  money  market  we  will  affect 
the  price  of  gold  there  permanently.  Such  an 
assertion  does  look  strange  to  me.  They  set  out 
with  the  declaration  that  the  price  of  gold  is  due 
to  speculation.  I  look  upon  that  as  a  mistake. 
I  look  upon  the  laws  of  trade  as  fixing  the  price 
of  gold,  subject  to  variations  like  other  commod- 
ities. It  is  one  of  the  evils  arising  from  the  re- 
bellion that  gold  has  become  an  article  of  traffic, 
and  speculators  have  taken  advantage  of  that  to 
gamble  in  gold.  1  say  here,  that  if  I  could  see 
any  way  to  put  a  stop  to  speculation  in  gold  by 
voting  for  this  measure,  1  would  vote  for  it  with 
all  of  my  heart.  But  1  cannot  see  any  such  re- 
sult from  this  bill.  I  cannot  see  how  the  specu- 
lation in  gold  will  be  affected  by  any  power  given 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  deal  in  gold. 
Speculation  in  any  commodity  arises  from  uncer- 
tainty and  fluctuation  in  the  price  of  it.  And  this 
proposition  is  to  add  another  element  of  uncer- 
tainty and  another  cause  of  fluctuation  to  those 
already  afp^cting  the  price  of  gold. 

Again,  this  is  a  dangerous  power  to  bestow  upon 
any  individual,  I  care  not  who  he  is.  Now,  I 
have  all  confidence  in  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  believe  he  is  the  best  man  in  all  the 
United  States  for  that  position,  and  I  am  not  sure 
he  is  not  the  best  man  in  the  world  for  it.  I 
am  so  much  in  favor  of  him  as  Secretary  of  the. 
Treasury,  that  if  anything  which  can  be  done  by 
me  would  prevent  it,  I  would  not  allow  him  to 
get  out  of  that  place  to  become  President  of  the 
United  States  or  King  of  England.  I  think  he  is 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and  I  want  to 
keep  him  there  at  least  four  years  more.  But 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cannot  possibly 
run  this  immense  machine  upon  his  own  hook. 
Ho  is  surrounded  by  hundreds  of  clerks  and  in- 
ferior officers  whom  I  do  not  know,  and  in  whom 
I  cannot  be  expected  to  have  the  same  confidence 
that  I  have  in  the  Secretary.  They  will  be  more 
or  loss  in  his  secrets,  and  it  will  be  known  to  those 
clerks  a  few  days  beforehand  that  he  intends  to 
exercise  this  power,  whenever  he  intends  to  ex- 
ercise it.  And  let  me  tell  you  that  the  clerk  who 
gets  that  information  three  days  before  the  gold 
is  thrown  upon  the  market,  can  sell  that  inform- 
ation for  a  million  dollars  in  New  York,  though 
the  price  of  gold  may  not  be. affected  three  per 
cent.,  nor  any,  after  three  days.  Is  not  that 
a  monstrous  power.'  Before  giving  this  power 
to  the  Secretary  I  should  want  his  life  insured,  in 
order  ihat  he  irmy  hold  on  to  his  present  position. 
I  Khould  wanthissecrecy  insured  so  thathe  should 
keep  his  intentions  wholly  to  himself.  1  should 
want  him  deaf  and  dumb  and  incapable  even  of 
writing,  l(,';;i  he  sliouhl  tell  somebody  of  his  in- 
tentions who  would  tell  the  speculators  of  it. 

Again,  there  may  be  u  change  in  the  Adminis- 
tration; and  1  would  like  to  ask  how  many  gentle- 
men upon  this  side  of  the  House  would  vote  for 
this  measure  if  they  were  sure  that  Father  Abra- 
ham were  not  going  to  be  our  next  President  of 
the  United  States,  but  that  some  other  individual 
was?  I  am  thankful  he  is  to  be  our  next  Presi- 
dent; but  I  ask,  how  many  gentlemen  upon  this 
side  of  the  IIou.se  would  vote  to  give  this  power 
to  the  last  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  instance, 
before'  the  Democratic  dynasty  went  out?  I  am 
glad  to  see  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  voting  both  ways  upon  thi.s  question.  It 
is  an  argument  against  total  depravity,  that  even 
Democrats  can  vote  right  sometimes,  and  some  of 
them  vole  rigiit  when  they  divide  in  voting.  lam 
liappy  to  see.  it. 

1  Bay  if  a  change  in  the  Administration  should 
take  place,  and  some  one  whose  name  is  familiar 
to  gentlemen  on  tliis  side  of  the  House  should  oc- 
cupy the  Secretary '.s  place,  would  they  intrust 


that  gentleman  with  this  power?  I  will  vote  upon 
this  question  in  such  way  that  I  shall  not  have  to 
change  my  vote  if  after  the  next  presidential  elec- 
tion the  same  question  should  arise  again  and  I 
should  be  so  fortunate  or  so  unfortunate  as  to  rep- 
resent a  constituency  here.  * 

There  is  still  another  objection.  I  look  upon 
the  exercise  of  such  a  power  as  is  asked  to  be 
conferred  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as 
a  disgrace  to  the  nation.  What  is  it.'  I  have 
heard  it  said  upOnthis  floor  that  it  looks  like  and 
will  lead  to  repudiation.  Why, it  is  repudiation; 
it  is  nothing  else.  May  I  buy  up  my  own  secu- 
rities in  the  market  for  sixty  cents  and  say  I  have 
not  repudiated  the  additional  forty  cents.'  It  is 
repudiation.  There  is  no  knowing  how  long  this 
war  is  going  to  continue,  though  1  hope  not  long, 
and  believe  it  will  not  run  far  into  Mr.  Lincoln's 
second  term.  But  suppose  it  should  continue,  and 
suppose  by  some  unfortunate  turn  of  events  our 
legal  tenders  should  go  down  in  price  until  it  will 
take  a  bushel  of  them  to  be  worth  a  dollar  in  gold, 
would  you  then  let  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
go  into  the  market  and  buy  -them  at  the  market 
price,  withoutcalling  the  Administration  that  per- 
mitted it  dishonest?  You  are  asking  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall  be  empowered  to  do 
what  an  individual  could  not  do  without  being 
called  a  dishonest  man.  You  say  probably  that 
it  is  no  more  harm  for  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  buy  the  legal  tender  at  a  dis- 
count than  for  an  individual  to  do  it;  but  remem- 
ber that  these  legal  tenders  are  the  promises  to  pay 
of  the  Government.  Suppose  a  man  should  put 
his  promises  to  pay  out  in  such  profusion  that 
they  would  not  bring  their  face  in  the  market,  and 
that  he  should  go  into  the  market  by  his  agents 
and  buy  them  at  the  market  value,  would  you  call 
him  an  honest  man?  I  would  say  that  he  repu- 
diated that  part  of  his  debt  \/hich  was  over  the 
market  value  of  his  promises  to  pay,  and  the  com- 
mon sense  of  mankind  would  bear  me  out  in  the 
assertion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  to  conclude,  inasmuch  as  I  be- 
lieve this  power  to  be  unnecessary,  ineffectual  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  asked,  and  dangerous 
to  be  conferred  upon  any  one,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Chase  individually,  certainly  dangerous  to 
be  conferred  upon  those  who  surround  him,  be- 
lieving that  this  measure  will  lead  to  repudiation 
and  that  it  is  in  fact  repudiation,  I  am  unwilling 
to  legislate  thus,  and  I  shall  therefore  vote  against 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  mer- 
its of  the  bill.  I  rise  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
defining  my  position  in  a  very  few  words.  I  will 
remark  that  in  all  ray  observation  of  men  I  have 
never  yet  met  with  any  one  man  who  understood 
all  sciences  and  all  branches  of  business.  Men  de- 
vote their  attention  to  different  occupations  and 
to  different  branches  of  business.  One  man  be- 
comes an  expert  in  this  direction  and  another  in 
that.  One  man  devotes  himself  to  the  practice  of 
law,  another  to  medicine;  theiropinionsare  sought 
for,  and  in  matters  relating  to  their  professions, 
they  are  highly  esteemed.  So  it  is  in  this  body — 
some  men  from  their  habits  and  pursuits  are  com- 
petent to  judge  in  particular  matters. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  are  se- 
lected with  a  view  to  their  capacity  in  financial 
measures.  So,  too,  with  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  They  are  chosen  by  reason  of  their 
supposed  legal  attainments.  And  so  it  is  with  all 
the  committees  of  this  House.  Again,  as  we  rise 
in  the  Government,  the  Cabinet  is  formed  upon 
this  same  principle.  We  have  a  Secretary  of  State 
and  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  who  have  been 
selected  with  a  view  to  their  fitness  for  those  po- 
sitions. 

An  individual  seeking  to  understand  the  finan- 
cial necessities  of  our  Government  would  hardly 
go  to  the  Ccmimissioner  of  Agriculture  foi-  his  in- 
formation, a  person  wishing  to  post  himself  upon 
the  agricultural  operations  of  the  country  would 
hardly  go  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  person 
seeking  such  informatio)!  would  naturally  apply 
to  the  officers  of  the  Governmc-nt  who  have 
devoted  themselves  to  the  subject  in  question. 
Taking  this  view  of  the  subject,  1  apply  it  to  this 
fpiestion  also.  I  do  not  profess  to  understand 
everything  relative  to  the  finances  of  the  country, 
and  hence  I  am  inclined  to  defer  to  the  committee 
which  lias  that  subject  specially  in  charge;  liicy 


were  selected  with  a  special  view  to  their  knowl- 
edge of  these  subjects.  I  would  not,  of  course, 
allow  that  committee  to  override  my  own  judg- 
ment when  I  was  fully  c(^vinced  of  the  facts  in 
any  given  case,  and  believed  the  committee  were 
in  error,  but  I  would  defer  to  their  opinion  where 
I  was  not  myself  fully  informed  upon  the  sub- 
ject in  hand,  and  no  great  principle  was  thereby 
sacrificed. 

To  carry  this  idea  still  further,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  very  com- 
petent officer.  I  have  not  heard  any  member 
speak  upon  this  floor  who  has  not  eulogized  his 
skill  and  ability.  He  has  won  a  reputation  equal 
if  not  superior  to  that  of  any  man  now  living  or 
known  in  past  history,  for  astuteness  and  ability 
in  conducting  the  financial  affairs  of  this  Govern- 
ment. I  defer,  therefore,  in  a  great  measure  to 
his  judgment  in  relation  to  these  matters.  I  know 
that  in  times  past  his  policy  has  been  condemned 
by  some  men  professing  great  skill,  but  experience 
has  shown,  in  the  practical  working  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  the  policy  so  condemned  has  not  been 
a  mistaken  one.  Tlie  present  financial  condition 
of  the  Government  is  the  best  eulogy  that  could 
be  accorded  to  his  policy.    It  challenges  a  pai-allel. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  whether  he  has  any  as- 
surance that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  desires 
the  passage  of  this  bill,  or  approves  this  policy? 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  New  York.  I  will  answer 
the  gentleman.  I  have  listened  this  morning  to 
the  reading  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  this  House.  Besides,  I  know  that 
the  Secretary  is  in  favor  of  this  bill,  and  desires 
its  passage.  1  know  that  he  does  not  expect  it 
will  be  a  panacea,  that  it  will  reach  every  disease 
and  difficulty  that  may  arise;  but  he  regards  it  as 
a  measure  which  will  aid  him  in  carrying  forward 
the  purposes  of  the  Government.  It  will  operate 
as  a  check  upon  gold-jobbers,  and  promote  the 
interests  of  the  Treasury  in  numerous  ways. 

Some  of  the  opponents  of  this  measure  object 
to  it  because  other  legislation  has  not  taken  place, 
because  other  provisions  in  relation  to  foreign  ex- 
change are  not  embraced  in  this  resolution.  If  I 
wish  to  go  to  my  room  I  must  take  one  step  in 
advance  of  the  other;  and  shall  I  object  to  going 
because  I  cannot  take  fifty  steps  at  once?  This 
is  the  foundation  measure,  the  first  step.  Let  us 
take  this  step,  and  others  will  follow.  The  Sec- 
retary is  in  favor  of  it.  His  great  judgment  ap- 
proves of  it.  His  skill  in  finance  commends  it  to 
consideration.  But  he  does  not  attempt  improp- 
erly or  in  any  way  to  influence  this  House.  It 
by  no  means  is  a  cherished  object  of  his.  It  is 
due  to  him  and  to  this  House  that  we  should  know 
his  views  on  the  subject.  With  his  great  experi- 
ence and  vast  responsibility  in  the  premises  I  sub- 
mit he  should  be  consulted.  I  believe  that  we 
should  aid  the  Secretary  and  should  defer  to  his 
opinions.  On  him  rests  the  responsibility  of  rais- 
ing money  and  sustaining  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try; hence  Congress  should  counsel  and  cooper- 
ate with  him  in  matters  obviously  important. 

I  have  occasion  to  believe,  Mr.  Speaker — and 
I  have  the  highest  authority  for  the  belief — that 
the  Executive  approves  of  this  measure.  He  is 
intimately  connected  with  the  Secretary,  has  the 
same  high  claim  to  consideration,  has  the  same 
responsibility  reslingupon  him;  and  upon  him,  in 
common  with  other  branches  of  this  Government, 
devolves  the  duty  of  shielding  and  protecting  the 
Treasury  and  the  depreciation  of  our  currency. 

But  I  arose  merely  to  say  that  unless  I  had  pos- 
itive knowledge  of  the  subject,  unless  I  claimed 
to  be  superior  to  those  who  have  devoted-  their 
lives  to  the  subject  in  question,  and  to  those  on 
whom  the  responsibility  rests,  I  would,  in  the 
absence  of  infallibility  on  my  side,  modestly  de- 
fer somewhat  to  those  who  have  the  responsibil- 
ity, and  whose  experience  fits  them  to  judge  so 
eminently  of  the  necessities  and  the  wants  of  the 
Government.  I  shall,  therefore,  sustain  the 
amendment  as  it  came  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DENISON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  vote 
against  the  proposition  to  allow  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  sell  gold,  and  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  give  a  single  reason  for  such  vote. 

The  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Alley,]  in  discussing  this  proposition 
yesterday,  madea  very  eloquentspeech,  but  it  hap- 
pened to  be  upon  the  subject  of  taxation,  and  not 
about  selling  gold.     I  have  no  fault  to  find  with 
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his  remarks  upon  that  subject.  He  did  incicignt- 
ally  allude  to  the  propriety  of  selling  gold,  and 
made  a  calculation  of  the  profit  and  loss  and  in- 
terest account,  and  he  made  his  statement  of  profits 
as  a  merchant,  and  if  he  is  a  merchant  he  should 
remember  that  a  merciiant  who  buys  his  own 
paper  in  the  marketat  sixty  cents  to  the  dollar  is 
either  an  insolvent  or  a  dishonest  man,  and  you 
must  expect  that  the  same  penalty  will  be  applied 
for  the  same  conduct  to  our  Government.  1  there- 
fore den^your  right  to  make  the  proposed  use  of 
the  gold  said  to  be  in  the  Treasury.  If  you  do 
so  you  will  see  the  consequences  hereafter  in  your 
ruined  credit.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  [Mr.GRiswoLDJ  has 
every  confidence  that  all  the  securities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  paid.  Does  he  forget  that  he  is 
preparing  togive  the  lie  to  that  proposition.'  His 
vote  for  this  bill  would  be  a  declaration  that  he 
would  pay  sixty  cents  on  the  dollafcinstead  of  one 
hundred  cents,  ai^  that  by  his  vote  lie  proposes  to 
put  back  into  the  Treasury  over  six  million  dol- 
lars for  which  we  have  not  paid  a  farthing,  and 
this  upon  the  moment  he  expresses  his  confidence 
in  the  final  payment  of  all  our  indebtedness.  It 
is  scarcely  a  year  since  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States  was  purposing  to  buy 
gold;  he  asked  for  the  power  to  do  so,  and  it  was 
granted  to  him.  tie  now  asks  for  permission  to 
sell  gold,  and  you  propose  to  grant  the  power. 

Gentlemen  say  they  have  confidence  in*iie  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  So  have  I.  The  only 
thing  that  I  have  ever  heard  against  him  is  the 
fact  that  he  asks  this  House  to  invest  him  with  this 
extraordinary  power.  If  there  were  nothing  else 
in  this  case,  I  would  vote  against  this  bill  because 
that  officer  asks  it.  Suppose  he  should  differ  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  policy  ?  Sup- 
pose he  shouldsconclude  to  be  a  candidate  forthe 
Presidency;  how  easily  could  he  by  the  manage- 
ment of  that  vast  fund  indemnify  his  party  friends 
for  the  expense  of  his  campaign,  and  the  world  be 
none  the  wiser  for  it? 

It  is  said  that  Caesar  thrice  denied  a  kingly 
crown;  our  Secretary  refused  it  once  in  his  letter 
declining  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  the 
other  day,  but  repenting  his  extreme  modesty  he 
sends  his  written  request  to  this  House  to  grant 
him  this  monstrous  power.  And  what  is  the 
power  which  he  asks  if  it  be  not  a  kingly  power? 
It  is  that  he  may  have  absolute  control  of  the  en- 
tire finances  of  this  nation.  His  intentions  are 
to  be  shrouded  in  darkness.  You,  or  rather  he, 
has  refused  the  provision  which  required  him  to 
give  five  days'  notice  of  his  intention  to  sell,  so 
that  no  man,  except  he  may  be  a  confidential  friend , 
may  know  the  day  or  hour  in  which  he  may  dis- 
play himself  and  his  gold  for  sale.  With  this 
power  he  can  control  our  President,  the  Cabinet — 
yea,  he  can  command  our  armies,  and  the  entire 
business  and  estates  of  twenty  million  people 
must  be  at  his  mercy.  No  man  should  be  invested 
with  such  powers  unless  he  is  a  great  deal  more 
or  a  great  deal  less  than  ordinary  human  beings. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  some  pride  as  an  Ameri- 
can citizen.  This  Government  is  my  Govern- 
ment. It  belongs  to  my  constituents  as  much  as 
to  the  constituents  of  arfy  man.  We  have  an  in- 
terest in  its  good  name.  Now,  you  propose  to 
turn  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  into  a 
broker's  shop,  so  that  if  you  put  a  sign  upon  the 
Treasury  Department  it  would  have  to  be,  "  Un- 
current  funds  bought  and  sold  at  this  Depart- 
ment;" and  the  funds  in  which  we  traffic  are  our 
promises  to  pay  money  to  our  citizens  which  they 
have  loaned  to  the  Government  upon  the  faith  of 
positive  law;  and  the  more  we  injure  the  credit 
of  our  paper  the  more  successful  will  be  what  gen- 
tlemen on  this  flioor  call  a  "  financial  operation." 

This  proposition  is  in  violation  of  the  faith  of 
the  Government,  not  only  as  implied  in  the  issuing 
of  our  paper  money,  but  in  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  Congressof  1862,  by  which  these  very  funds 
were  set  apart  and  pledged  to  pay,  first,  the  inter- 
est upon  our  public  debt;  and  secondly,  to  pay  an- 
nually onetenthof  ourindebtedness,so  that  these 
funds  do  not  belong  to  you  to  speculate  with  or 
dispose  of  in  any  way,  but  belong  to  and  we  hold 
tliem  in  trustforourcreditors;  and  ifwe  are  honest 
they  will  not  be  disappointed  in  the  trust. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  name  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  the  American  people  I  protest  against  our 
Government  being  reduced  to  that  disgrace.  I 
protest  against  your  making  u  broker's  office  of 


theTreasury  of  the  United  States;  although  if  that 
is  to  be  done  I  would  rather  the  dealings  would  be 
in  uncurrent  funds  than  in  some  other  things  that 
brokers  sometimes  deal  in;  but  in  God's  name  let 
us  protect  the  nation  from  this  deep  humiliation, 
from  this  prostitution  of  one  of  the  great  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government.  What  is  the  prop- 
osition that  is  proposed  for  us  to  sanction?  If 
we  take  from  this  debate  the  large  words  about 
funded  debt,  and  English  exchequer  bill*,  and  in- 
vestments, and  securities,  and  put  the  matter  in 
plain  words,  it  is  an  offer  to  compromise  with  the 
creditors  of  this  Government  by  paying  sixty 
cents  on  the  dollar  of  our  indebtedness.  And  it 
is  a  peculiar  fact  that  at  this  day  the  southern 
confederacy  is  doing  the  same  thing.  They  are 
now  funding  their  debt  by  giving  promises  to  pay 
$200  for  each  of  their  old  promises  to  pay  000. 
The  only  difference  between  that  and  this  is  that 
you  propose  to  give  them  actually  sixty  cents, 
while  they  merely  pay  old  promises  by  new  prom- 
ises. But  the  principle  of  your  financial  scheme 
is  the  same  as  that  upon  which  they  are  acting, 
differing  in  degree,  not  in  kind.  It  is  bringing 
down  the  credit  of  this  nation  for  the  purpose  of 
embarrassing  the  gold  brokers. 

I  had  supposed  that  the  broker  could  specu- 
late as  well  and  make  as  much  money  when  the 
price  of  gold  should  rise  from  110  to  120  as  when 
It  goes  up  from  160  to  170,  and  that  he  would  risk 
one  third  less  capital  in  the  transaction.  The 
trouble  with  which  we  have  to  deal  is  the  depre- 
ciation of  our  money,  and  not  in  the  rise  of  gold. 
Gold  is  of  no  more  value  now  than  years  ago ;  but 
our  currency  is  worth  less.  It  is  the  legal-tender 
notes  and  the  securities  with  which  gold  is  pur- 
chased that  changes,  but  not  the  gold.  And  this 
effort  to  control  the  price  of  gold  is  the  old  one  of 
controlling  the  value  of  commodities  by  law,  which 
has  been  often  tried,  but  has  as  often  failed.  It 
is  just  as  sensible  as  to  control  the  tides  of  the 
ocean  by  act  of  Congress;  it  is  an  impossibility. 

Sir,itwouldbebetterto  sink  the  gold  now  in  the 
Treasury  in  the  ocean  or  give  it  away,  ifit  must  be 
taken  from  the  Treasury  and  the  control  of  the 
Government,  than  to  make  money  out  of  the 
broken  promises  and  violated  faith  of  this  nation. 
I  protest  against  it,  and  I  shall  continue  to  vote 
against  it  whenever  I  have  an  opportunity  upon 
this  floor.  But  why  not  leave  this  money  in  the 
Treasury?  We  have  an  expensive  and  an  ex- 
hausting war  upon  our  hands;  no  man  can  fore- 
tell the  future  necessities  of  this  nation ;  it  may  be 
necessary  to  have  that  which  the  world  calls  money 
in  the  future  progress  of  this  war.  Ifwe  have  any 
more  money  in  the  Treasury  than  is  necessary  to 
pay  interest — which  I  very  much  doubt — I  think 
we  had  better  keep  it  there.. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  my  col- 
league, says  this  is  repudiation.  Well,  sir,  repu- 
diation is  what  we  have  charged  upon  the  South. 
When  this  war  broke  out  I  expected-  in  the  long 
future  that  we  should  see  in  the  dark  clouds  that 
hung  over  this  land  some  one  darker  than  the 
rest,  and  that  it  would  come  in  the  shape  of  re- 
pudiation; that  the  greatest  of  all  the  humiliations 
we  should  be  called  uponlo  suffer  would  be  that 
of  repudiation;  but  I  never  believed  it  would  come 
at  this  early  day,  and  be  proclaimed  by  gentlemen 
distinguished  for  their  professions  of  loyalty  on 
this  floor.  Inaugurate  the  system  which  this  bill 
proposes,  and  your  public  credit  is  gone.  What 
is  it,  sir,  that  gives  your  paper  money  any  value 
to-day  ?  It  is  confidence  in  the  American  people, 
in  their  honesty,  and  in  their  ability  to  pay.  But 
when  we  have  once  proclaimed  to  the  world  that 
we  will  pay  only  sixty  cents  when  we  have  agreed 
to  pay  one  dollar,  we  are  insolvent  or  we  are  dis- 
honest, and  in  either  case  we  are  unworthy  of 
further  credit. 

Well,  sir,  is  there  any  necessity  for  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  ?  If  it  were  necessary  that  this 
people  at  this  time  should  repudiate  their  debts 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  would  know  it; 
and  it  has  been  twice  repeated  by  a  member  on 
that  side  of  the  House  that  the  Treasury  was  on 
the  eve  of  insolvency  and  bankruptcy.  If  that 
were  so  the  American  Congress  is  the  last  source 
from  which  that  fact  should  be  published  to  the 
world'.  The  publication  of  that  fact  alone  is  only 
necessary  to  put  gold  up  to  two  or  three  hundred 
jier  cent.,  and  to  start  us  in  a  career  of  financial 
failure  and  national  shame.  And  ifit  be  neces- 
sary to  resort  to  this  means  to  gather  up  your  de- 


preciated paper  I  have  found  that  the  first  offer  of 
an  insolvent  creditor  is  generally  his  best  offer; 
and  if  you  pass  this  bill  it  is  very  probable  that 
the  creditor  who  gets  sixty  cents  maybe  the  most 
fortunate  of  our  many  creditors;  but  I  hope  this 
bill  will  not  pass,  and  that  we  may  reestablish 
and  maintain  the  good  name  of  this  nation  before 
the  world,  and  especially  before  our  own  citizens, 
who  have  loaned  us  their  money. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  I  am  quite  aware,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  House  is  already  fatigued  %yith 
the  discussion  of  this  bill.  Butinasmuch  as  it  is 
a  bill  of  great  consequence  to  the  country,  and 
one  upon  which  every  member  who  thinks  has 
an  opinion  of  his  own,  it  may  not  be  entirely  out 
of  place  for  me  to  urge  the  views  which  I  enter- 
tain, though  making  but  little  claim  to  financial 
experience.  I  shall  only  present  those  views 
which  commend  themselves  to  my  common  sense, 
unbiased  by  any  pet  financial  theories,  and  unin- 
fluenced by  any  sympathies  with  the  speculators 
who  fatten  upon  our  country's  distresses. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whose 
especial  charge  is  committed  the  financial  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  after  mature  and  careful  de- 
liberation, originally  reported  to  the  House  the 
proposition  as  it  is  now  sent  back  to  us  from  the 
Senate,  and  it  has,  as  it  now  stands,  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  theTreasury.  And,  sir,  when 
I  find  that  the  proposition  submitted  by  that  com- 
mittee coincides  with  my  own  judgment,  however 
unskilled  it  may  be,  I  shall  of  course  give  it  my 
hearty  support. 

The  arguments  against  this  bill  were  fairly  and 
perhaps  fully  embodied  in  the  remarks  submitted 
by  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Boutwell]  on  yesterday.  I  always 
listen  to  that  gentleman  with  pleasure.  His  eai-n- 
estness,  his  manly  integrity,  his  clearness  of  per- 
ception, his  force  of  illustration,  always  give  ad- 
ditional power  to  the  views  he  presents.  But,  sir, 
it  did  seem  to  me  yesterday  that  the  argument  he 
used  was  rather  specious  than  sound. 

The  first  proposition  that  the  gentleman  laid 
down  was  that  this  bill  should  not  pass  because 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  the  Government  to  with- 
draw and  dispose  of  any  portion  of  the  surplus 
gold  from  the  Treasury.  Sir,  we  have  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  a  man  who  has  had  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  nation  a  herculean  task,  and  v/ho 
has  borne  the  burden  with  great  credit  to  himself 
and  with  beneficial  results  to  the  country.  He 
is  in  favor  of  this  scheme,  and  believes  it  to  be 
perfectly  safe  to  withdraw  certain  portions  of  the 
surplus  gold  from  the  Treasury  and  dispose  of  it 
in  the  market.  I  accept  the  judgment  of  the  Secre- 
tary upon  this  point. 

It  is  further  insisted  that  the  Government  is  un- 
der a  moral  obligation  not  to  part  with  this  gold, 
because  the  law  of  1862  says  that  the  interest 
upon  the  public  debt  shall  be  paid  in  gold,  and  that 
one  per  cent,  of  the  public  debt  shall  be  paid  or 
provided  for  yearly  in  gold.  Such  is  not  the  law. 
It  is  not  the  intendment  of  the  act  of  1862  that 
the  gold  shall  be  reserved  to  buy  one  per  cent,  of 
the  entire  debt  of  the  United  States  at  par;  but 
that  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  money  received  for 
duties  shall  be  retained  to  liquidate  that  debt  to 
the  amount  of  one  per  cent,  a  year.  In  other 
words,  it  is  establishing  a  sinking  fund  whereby  a 
certain  portion  of  the  debt  shall  be  paid  or  re- 
tired. All  laws  must  have  a  practical  construc- 
tion. When  a  law  is  passed  prescribing  a  duty 
it  carries  with  it  the  power  to  discharge  that  duty, 
and  that  power  is  to  be  exercised  in  a  rational 
way.  In  what  condition  would  we  be  if  we  re- 
tained the  surplus  gold  in  the  Treasury,  as  the 
gentlemen  contend  we  ought?  What  sort  of  a 
sinking  fund  would  we  create?  We  would  be  the 
laughing-stock  of  financiers;  for  we  should  be  con- 
stantly accumulating  gold  in  theTreasury  \yhich 
the  Government  does  not  need  and  the  business 
of  the  country  demands,  and  thus  by  withdraw- 
ing the  supply  which  the  demand  calls  for  we  are 
inducing  speculation,  adding  to  the  price  of  gold 
in  the  market,  and  greatly  increasing  the  cost  of 
every  article  which  we  purchase  for  our  Army 
and  Navy.  Now,  sir,  how  can  the  law  providing 
for  the  retiring  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  public 
debt  annually  be  practically  carried  out?  Togive 
practical  operation  to  the  law  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  must  go  into  the  market  and  luirchase 
greenbacks  with  gold.  That  is  called  rc|Hidiation. 
It  is  not  repudiation  nor  in  anywise  akin  to  it. 
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It  is  what  honorable  men  have  done  in  their  busi- 
ness. It  is  what  Governments  liave  done  and  wliat 
Governments  have  always  a  right  to  do.  By  pur- 
chasing greenbacks  with  gold  and  wilh  tliem  buy- 
ing and  canceling  the  bonds  of  the  Government 
we  would  carry  out  tills  law  in  its  full  spirit. 

My  friend  from  JVIassacliusetts  [Mr.  Boutwell] 
introduced  an  amendment  whix;!)  atfirst  met  with 
my  approbation,  b\U  when  I  came  to  reflect  upon 
it,  it  struck  me  that  it  was  not  practicable.  The 
substance  of  the  gentleman's  amendment  is  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  authorized 
to  anticipate  the  interest  and  pay  the  under-due 
coupons  with  or  without  rebate  of  interest. 

Now,  sir,  would  the  men  holding  coupons  pre- 
sent them  at  the  Treasury  and  have  them  paid  in 
gold  presently?  Men  are  governed  by  tlieir  in- 
terests. Would  it  be  for  their  interest  to  do  so.' 
Would  it  be  a  sagacious  business  transaction.' 
Sir,  I  think  not;  and  v/hy.'  Simply  because  they 
would  see  that  there  is  a  daily  accumulation  of 
gold  in  the  Treasury  which  the  Government  can- 
not use,  and  they  would  know  that  where  tiie  ac- 
cumulation is  hoarded,  and  the  supply  conse- 
quently just  so  much  diminished,  gold  would  go 
up,  and  hence  \yhen  the  interest  became  due,  say 
the  1st  of  May,  they  would  get  an  increased  price 
for  the  gold,  which  would  more  than  compensate 
for  the  delay  in  the  payment.  Such, it  strikes  me, 
would  be  the  practical  operation  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Again,  I  am  informed  that  the  interest  on  money 
in  the  market  is  only  five  per  cent.  Such  being 
the  case,  it  isan  additional  reason  why  men  will 
hold  on  to  these  coupons  and  take  their  chances, 
rather  than  receive  the  gold  on  them  now. 

Another  argument,  if  I  understand  gentlemen 
aright,  is  that  we  would,  by  selling  this  gold,  in- 
crease the  price  of  gold  und  stimulate  speculation 
in  the  market.  The  gentleman  says  that  uncer- 
tainty is  the  greatelement  of  speculation.  When 
you  come  to  that  kind  of  speculation  that  has  the 
characteristic  of  gambling  you  may  legitimately 
say  that  it  is  the  uncertainty  which  stimulates  the 
speculation.  Will  this  bill  increase  the  element 
of  uncertainty.'  I  contend,  sir,  that  it  would  di- 
minish it;  and  that  by  the  aggregation  of  gold 
hoarded  up  you  stimulate  speculation  in  the  arti- 
cle, and  make  the  price  of  our  currency  depend- 
ent upon  the  gold  monopolists  in  New  York.  1 
will  illustrate  it  in  my  humble  way.  Suppose 
there  are  one  hundred  thousand  bales  of  cotton 
in  New  York — not  enough  to  supply  the  demand 
— and  hence  speculation  commences;  and  those 
gentlemen  who  gamble  in  Wall  street,  finding  but 
a  limited  supply  in  the  market,  unequal  to  the  de- 
mand, take  hold  of  the  article  and  speculate  in  it. 
What  is  the  result?  It  goes  up,  and  up  far  be- 
yond its  real  value.  Now  suppose  some  man, 
while  the  speculation  is  raging,  inqiorts  fifty 
thousand  bales,  and  holds  it  in  the  market.  Ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman's  theory  the  holding  of 
this  larg(^amount  would  enhance  the  price  and 
increase  me  speculation  in.  the  cotton  already 
thrown  upon  the  market  for  sale. 

Would  that  be  the  effect?  No,  sir.  Because, 
cotton  beingabove  its  real  value,  the  market  would 
be  controlled  by  the  holder  of  this  fifty  thousand 
bales,  because  the  supply  and  demand  are  justso 
much  nearer  equalized.  Itis  known  to  the  spec- 
ulator that  he  can-  throw  it  upon  the  market  at 
any  time,  and  the  marki't  becomes  steady  under 
tiie  influence,  whether  the  cotton  is  sold  or  not. 
If  it  is  pre.'jcnt,  ready  to  lie  thrown  upon  the  mar- 
ket, the  unrest  and  disquietude  disappear,  and 
the  market  gradually  settles  to  a  state  of  quietude. 
When  the  man  who  has  fifty  thousand  bales  puts 
such  a  portion  of  it  upon  the  market  as  the  de- 
mand calls  for,  what  is  tin,'  efloct?  Cotton  falls, 
and  comes  down  approximately  to  its  real  value. 
The  same  elTect  would  he  ]iroduced  on  the  gam- 
bling in  gold  by  holding,  with  the  power  of  sale, 
the  surplus  gold  in  our  'I'rc-asuiy.  Supf)Oscthat 
not  n  pound  of  that  cotton  is  sold,  but  is  merely 
licid  in  the  market;  as  1  said  before,  it  chocks 
Bpecuhition. 

Now  suppose  the  owner  of  the  fifty  thousand 
bales  should  be  enjoined  from  selling;  what  would 
be  thccffect?  Speculators  would  take  advantage 
of  the  fact,  gambling  would  begin  again,  and  the 
market  would  go  up.  Apply  the  same  principle 
to  gold.  We  will  say  the  demand  is  not  equal  to 
the  supply,  and  that  this,  in  connection  with  other 
things,  such  as  the  condition  of  ijic  country  and 


the  expansion  of  our  currency,  has  brought  the 
price  of  gold  up,  so  to  speak.  Now,  the  specu- 
lator knows  there  isan  accumulating  fund  in  the 
Treasury,  which  cannot  be  used;  and  the  more 
you  throw  into  the  Treasury,  and  thus  diminish 
the  supply,  the  more  dishonest  and  reckless  the 
speculator  becomes.  Hence  they  go  "kiting"in 
gold  because  they  see  this  large  amount  is  locked 
UJ3  in  the  Treasury  and  cannot  be  used.  Now 
give  the'Secretary  power  to  bring  this  upon  the 
market,  and  what  will  be  the  effect?  The  same 
as  in  the  case  of  cotton;  and  down  will  go  the 
price  of  gold.  Speculators  do  not  know  thatitis 
to  be  thrown  upon  the  market;  but  as  there  is  a 
power  to  put  it  on  the  market,  speculation  in  gold 
will  be  regarded  as  unsafe,  and  it  is  measurably 
checked. 

Again,  the  gentleman  says^admitting  that  this 
may  exercise  some  influence  on  the  price  of  gold, 
yet  that  influence  will  be  temporary,  and  not  per- 
manent, and  that  we  must  legislate  for  a  perma- 
nent depreciation  of  the  price  of  gold.  Now,  I 
never  saw  a  force  put  in  motion  which  would  not 
expend  itself.  That  is  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  motion.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
should  see  fit  to  put$l,000,OUO,  or  more,  of  gold 
on  the  market,  I  do  not  pretend  it  would  have  a 
permanent  effect  on  the  speculation  in  gold,  but 
it  would  have  a  temporary  one,  and  the  Secre- 
tary having  the  power  from  time  to  time  to  pro- 
duce this  temporary  efi'ect  upon  speculation,  it 
becomes  finally  a  permanent  eflect.  One  shower 
of  rain  does  not  have  a  permanent  effect  upon  the 
parched  earth;  but  shower  after  shower  brings 
forth  the  bountiful  harvest. 

Now,  sir,  I  must  take  issue  with  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  upon  dhother  point  made  by 
him, and  1  do  so  with  great  deference,  as  the  gen- 
tleman is  evidently  a  business  man  and  a  saga- 
cious merchant.  He  says  that  this  bill  will  not 
materially  influence  the  price  of  gold  because  the 
price  of  gold  is  governed  by  the  price  of  exchange. 
Now,  sir,  as  a  man  of  common  sense,  and  not  as 
a  man  of  financial  experience,  I  do  not  see  it  in 
that  light.  The  price  of  gold  to  a  certain  extent 
regulates  the  price  of  exchange.  The  price  of 
exchange  is  greater  than  .the  price  of  gold  to  an 
amount  about  equal  to  the  costs  of  insurance  and 
transportation.  If  the  gentleman's  theory  is  cor- 
rect, why  is  it  that  when  we  passed  his  amend- 
ment gold  went  up,  and, as  I  understand,  to  over 
159,  but  when  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
adopted,  the  result  was  that  gold  came  down  to, 
150?  The  immediate  effect  of  the  passage  of  the 
bill  by  the  Senate  was  to  bring  gold  down  nine 
or  ten  cents. 

Now,  sir,  I  believe,  if  we  pass  this  bill,  under 
the  operation  of  wliich  gambling  in  gold  will,  in 
my  judgment,  be  checked,  and  if  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  will  speedily  present  a  bill 
for  revenue  whereby  the  wealth  and  property  of 
the  country  will  be  taxed  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
this  Government  hereafter,  so  that  there  will  be 
henceforward  no  undue  inflation  of  the  currency, 
gold  will  continue  to  decline.  When  speculators 
see  that  our  currency  is  not  to  be  inflated;  when 
they  see  that  the  property  of  the  country  is  to  be 
taxed  to  carry  on  this  war;  that  we  are  getting 
nearer  and  nearer  to  a  sound,  reliable  basis, gold 
goes  down  still  more.  Then  let  my  friend  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Washburne,]  who  has  an  eye  on 
General  Grant,  the  lieutenant  general  of  our  ar- 
mies, the  man  who  occupies  a  position  as  hon- 
orable and  as  fearfully  responsible  as  any  man  on 
earth,  send  forhim  to  march  the  magnificent  army 
of  the  Potomac — as  gallant  an  army  us  the  sun 
ever  shone  on — againstGeneral  Lee.  Let  us  have 
a  victory  there;  and  then  the  combination  of  these 
three  things — the  passage  of  this  bill,  the  taxing 
the  property  of  the  country,  and  the  driving  to 
the  wall  the  rebel  army — will  run  gold  down  to 
thirty  per  cent,  and  exchange  to  forty,  and  that 
is  as  low  as  gold  ought  to  be  in  time  of  war. 

1  know  it  is  said  to  be  dangerous  to  intrust  these 
great  powers  to  the  hands  of  any  one  man.  I  am 
not  one  of  those,  sir,  who  believe  that  all  virtue 
died  with  our  fathers,  and  that  there  is  no  more 
purity  in  human  nature.  These  are  fearful  times. 
i?owers  must  be  granted;  responsibility  must  be 
assumed;  and  every  officer  of  the  Government, 
liigh  or  low,  must  be  held  responsible  to  thesov- 
eriMgns  of  the  nation,  the  people  themselves.  Re- 
frain from  giving  power  to  the  head.s  of  Depart- 
incnla,  and  you  weaken  the  Government  itself. 


Th?  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  probably  the 
weaknesses  of  other  men.  He  has  at  least  shown 
himself  to  be  a  man  of  financial  powers.  He  has 
at  least  shown  himself,  so  far,  a  man  of  great 
honesty  and  integrity  of  purpose.  I  would  give 
him  all  the  powers  necessary  for  him  to  roll  on 
the  wheels  of  Government  until  this  cursed  rebel- 
lion is  crushed  forever;  and  I  do  not  believe  that 
he  will  abuse  that  power.  For  these  reasons,  Mr. 
Speaker,  crudely  expressed,  not  scientifically  elab- 
orated— for,  as  i  said  before,  I  am  no  financier — I 
shall  vote  for  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  de- 
sign to  detain  the  House  but  a  few  minutes  in 
what  I  have  to  say  on  this  subject;  but  I  wish  to 
state  what  seems  to  me  the  present  condition  of 
the  question.  There  have  been  so  many  things 
said,  we  have  wandered  so  far  from  the  proposi- 
tions before  the  House,  that  I  wish  to  restate  the 
condition  of  the  question  as  it  now  lies  before  us. 
This  House  passed  a  bill  autlftrizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  dispose  of  the  surplus 
gold  by  anticipating  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  public  debt.  There  were  two  principal  rea- 
sons assigned  why  we  should  dispose  of  the  sur- 
plus gold:  first,  because  it  was  accumulating  on 
our  hands  faster  than  we  had  any  legal  means  of 
using  it;  and  secondly,  because,  by  thus  accumu- 
lating, it  was  causing  a  continually  increasing 
stringency  in  the  gold  market,  raising  the  price 
of  gold  in  consequence  of  governmental  interfer- 
ence with  the  market.  It  seems,  therefore,  just 
that  as,  by  law,  we  have  interfered  with  the  gold 
market,  we  should ,  by  law,  provide  for  curing  that 
interference.  We  all  recognize  the  fact  that -if 
gold  continues  to  advance  it  very  much  injures, 
not  only  the  people  at  large,  but  the  Government 
and  its  securities.  It  has  been  proved  by  more 
accurate  statistics  than  we  had  Hefore  us  on  the 
8th  ofJMarch,  when  the  House  acted  on  this  mat- 
ter, that  by  the  17th  of  July  next  there  will  be 
nearly  thirty  million  dollars  of  surplus  gold  in  the 
Treasury.  That  has  been  tested  by  the  most 
careful  estimates  possible,  not  only  here,  but  in 
the  other  wing  of  the  Capitol. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  have  been  three  ways 
proposed  by  which  we  are  to  return  this  surplus 
gold  into  general  circulation.  The  first  is  by  di- 
rect sale — the  proposition  that  comes  to  us  from 
the  Senate.  The  second  is,  by  anticipating  the 
payment  of  interest.  And  the  third  is,  by  creat- 
ing a  sinking  fund  as  already  provided  for  by  law. 
As  to  the  second  and  third  I  have  only  a  word  to 
say.  To  create  a  sinking  fund  as  provided  by 
law  is  simply  an  absurdity.  I  see  no  wisdom  in 
buying  up  the  bonds  of  the  Government  when  we 
are  now  borrowing  $2,000,000  a  day  to  meet  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  Government.  It  makes  the 
Government  enact  the  farce  of  borrowing  money 
of  itself. 

It  is  true  that  we  are  required  by  law  to  create 
a  sinking  fund,  but  no  one  can  charge  us  with  a 
breach  of  faith  if  we  refrain  from  establishing 
such  a  fund  while  we  are  still  borrowing.  We 
can  repeal  that  law  altogether,  without  any  vio- 
lation of  the  faith  of  the  country. 

Now,  suppose  we  anticipate  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  with  or  witliout  rebate,  as  provided 
by  the  original  bill  which  passed  this  House  on 
the  8th  instant.  Everybody  knows  that  no  man 
would  receive  prepayment  ajid  allow  an  abate- 
ment of  interest.  Why?  Money  in  the  New 
York  market  is  now  worth  but  little  more  than  five 
percent.,  while  the  United  States  bonds  are  worth 
six  per  cent.,  and  of  course  no  man  will  call  in 
his  money  drawing  a  larger  rate  of  interest  and 
immediately  reinvest  it  at  a  lower  rate.  There- 
fore we  may  as  well  dismiss  from  our  minds  any 
hope  that  we  can  get  a  rebate  by  anticipating  the 
interest  on  our  Government  bonds;  and  the  prop- 
osition to  undertake  to  pay  our  debts  before  they 
are  due,  while  at  the  same  time  we  are  borrow- 
ing money  to  [lay  debts  overdue,  is  so  absurd  that 
a  plain  statement  of  it  is  the  best  refutation. 

Another  objection  to  the  bill  as  it  passed  the 
House  is  that  the  remedy  is  Inadequate  to  meet 
the  difliculty  wcseek  to  obviate.  If  we  conclude  to 
anticipate  the  payment  of  interest  the  process  will 
be  so  slow  as  to  have  no  appreciable  effect  upon 
the  gold  market,  it  takes  weeks  to  make  the  small 
monthlyjiaymentsof  interestas  they  become  due, 
and  if  we  undertake  to  pay  it  before  it  is  due  the 
process  will  be  still  slower,  and  will  utterly  fail 
to  bring  down  the  price  of  gold.     Let  mc  read  an 
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extra<;t  from  ono  oFtiie  daily  jounialci  published 
the  morning  after  the  passage  of  the  bill  us 
ameiidod  by  the  House,  sliowing  how  it  was  re^ 
garded  by  the  commercial  men  of  New  York.  I 
read  from  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser 
of  March  9: 

'•Atfer  tour  (I'clncU  tlio  news  of  the  p;iss;igB  of  air. 
BoiiTvvELi,^!  gtild  bill  rcuclicd  llie  innrkct. 

■'Tlie  liill  iiii:rc;ly  iiuthorizfs  the  Sucretaryof  ilic  Trciis- 
urytn  nnticlpiiic  the  pnyineiit  of  int.cie.^t  on  lln'.  public  debt 
from  time  to  lime,  willi'or  without  .i  rebate  of  interest  upon 
tlie  c'lupons,  as  to  Jiiiu  may  seem  expedient.  In  tliis 
amniiiled  form  it  parsed,  90  against  34 — a  very  strong  voie, 
whicli  seems  to  fi-v  the  policy  of  Congress.  This  ainourils 
to  noiliing  in  the  way  of  relief,  since  it  is  of  no  practical 
value  whether  the  ($.3,00U,0O0  due  1st  of  April,  and  ihe 
$15,uai),t)00  due  1st  of  May,  are  begun  to  be  paid  now  or 
then.  It  will  take  a  nionUi  at  least  to  pay  the  §15,000,000. 
When  $■(), 000,000  was  due  November  1,  it  required  the 
wliole  niontli  to  complete  the  payments,  and  the  price  of 
gold  was  not  affected  at  all.  'i'he  Secretary  has  now  the 
same  duty  as  before,  to  apply  the  gold  to  the  purchase  of 
stock  I'or  the  sinking  fund,  a  process  which  would  I'recly 
deplete  the  Treasury.  •(Jn  the  (iroinulgation  oi'lhe  passage 
of  this  bill,  gold,  wliieh  liad  been  dull  at  163^^,  immediately 
rose  to  J'J4i,  and  in  the  evening  sales  reached  IGjJ. 

"This  morning  the  assemblage  at  the  gold  rooms  was 
prompt,  and  the  opening  price  was  165^. 

"Tlie  demand  continued  very  active,  and  the  rate  soon 
touched  IGy,  when  a  little  reaction  set  in,  and  it  declined 
to  1G71,  and  again  recovered  to  1G8^  to  168'j,  at  twelve  m. 

"Tlie  rate  for  exchange  went  up  in  the  same  jiroportion, 
and  sales  were  made  at  181  J,  but  tiiis  rate  is  still  lower  than 
gold."      ^ 

Now  see  the  result.  The  men  of  New  York, 
the  business  men  who  are  perfectly  familiar  with 
this  whole  subject,  took  it  up, and  the  moment  the 
bill  was  passed  declared  what  the  result  would 
be.  They  knew  how  perfectly  futile  would  be  its 
effect  on  the  price  of  gold,  and  up  went  gold  eight 
or  nine  per  cent,  in  a  single  day.  They  saw  by 
hpw  large  a  majority  the  bill  had  passed  the  House, 
and  they  considered  that  majority  an  indication 
that  the  House  would  insist  upon  its  action. 

It  seems  to  me  there  is  a  practical  lesson,  which 
this  House  should  tiot  fail  to  profit  by,  in  the  con- 
sequences which  followed  our  action  when  this 
bill  was  originally  passed.  ' 

We  have,  therefoi'e,  proposed  as  a  remedy  for 
the  present  difficulty  growing  out  of  the  accumu- 
lation of  gold  in  the  Treasury,  first,  the  creation 
of  a  sinking  fund;  next,  the  anticipation  of  the 
payment  of  the  intereston  the  public  debt;  neither 
of  which,  as  I  have  already  shown,  are  at  all  ade- 
quate to  meet  the  present  emergency.  We  have 
then,  in  the  third  ]ilace,  the  proposition  to  place 
in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
power,  after  reserving  in  the  Treasury  an  antount 
of  gold  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  in  coin,  to  take  the  large  balance  in  the 
Treasury  and  so  wield  it  as  to  knock  down  the 
)jrice  of  gold;  and  if  at  the  same  tirne  it  knocks 
down  the  gold  speculators,  they  will  meet  a  just 
reward  for  their  "presumptuous  sins."  "Let 
them  not  have  dominion  over  us."  Sir,  it  will  be 
a  powi'r  that  can  be  wielded  for  good,  and  tluitcan 
not  only  be  wielded  now  but  at  any  time  in  the 
future,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require.  I 
believe  that  the  proposition  contained  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  is,  on  the  whole,  the  best 
that  we  can  adopt. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
am  willing  to  confer  on  thcSecretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury any  power  necessary  to  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  his  high  office,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  country,  which  can  be  granted  consistently 
with  the  honor  of  the  Government  and  its  good 
faith  plighted  lo  its  creditors. 

The  power  now  pi'oposed  to  be  given  is  one  of 
great  extent,  and  it  is  our  solemn  duty  to  see  if  it 
can  properly  and  justly  be  bestowed.  The  ob- 
ject sought  to  be  accomplished  by  this  measure  is 
one  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  beyond  the  power 
of  legislation.  Our  legishition  is  not  forthe  pres- 
ent day  alone,  but  for  every  day  hereafter,  until 
our  successors  shall  see  fit  lo  repeal  it. 

1  ain  frank  to  sny  that  when  the  idea  was  first 
suggested  to  me  of  giving  tiuthority  to  tlie  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  sell  the  aceitmulatinggold 
in  the  Treasury,  I  felt  desirous  of  promoting  a 
proposition  which  would  unlock  the  hoarded  treas- 
ure and  send  it  again  into  the  channels  of  com- 
merce, if  it  could  judiciously  be  done  in  view  of 
the  public  int(!rest.  Subsequent  reflection,  and 
the  ili.scussions  which  have  taken  place  here,  have 
satisfied  me  that  I  could  not  sustain  a  measure 
which  originally  I  fell  desirous  to  support.  I 
will  therefore  give  u  few  reasons  for  the  vote  I 
ahall  cast  upon  thi.s  bill  in  its  present  form. 

Tlie  same  law  wliicli  made  gold  the  standard 


of  value  in  this  country  has  made  it  the  standard 
in  every  other.  Gold  is  the  recognized  standard 
of  values  throughout  the  civilized  world;  and  until 
you  can  make  a  law  of  Congress  which  shall  be 
of  universal  authority  throughout  the  world  you 
cannot  make  that  paper  money  which  we,  by  our 
local  legislation,  call  the  equivalent  of  gold,  its 
equivalent  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  that  local  law. 

1  undertake  to  say  that  that  which  is  so  often 
spoken  of  as  gold  specuiiition  is  not  a  speculation 
in  gold,  but  a  speculation  in  paper  by  parties  bet- 
ting only  on  Ihe  price  of  gold.  To  a  small  ex- 
tent are  deliveries  made  u|ion  the  enormous  con- 
tracts for  the  purchase  and  sale  of  that  article; 
only  the  difference  between  the  price  of  gold  at 
the  time  of  the  contract  and  its  price  at  the  time 
fixed  for  the  fulfillmj^'^it  of  the  contract  is  paid; 
and  that  difference  is  paid  not  in  gold,  but  in  pa- 
per. Gold  is  not  required  for  any  purposes  of 
internal  commerce,  save  to  a  limited  extent,  since 
the  notes  of  the  Government  have  been  made  a 
legal  tender.  The  Icgitinriate  demand  for  gold  is 
principally  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  imports. 
The  sales  beyond  this  arc  only  paper  specula- 
tions. As  prudent  men,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  believe 
we  should  look  to  the  future. 

The  gold  income  of  the  Government  accrues 
now  almost  exclusively  from  duties  on  imports, 
which  are  payable  in  gold  by  virtue  of  the  same 
act  which  pledges  that  gold  to  the  payment  of 
interest  upon  the  bonds  of  the  Government,  and 
to  the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund  of  one  per  cent, 
per  annum  upon  the  entire  indebtedness  of  the 
Government. 

Now,  sir,  in  order  to  maintain  theGovernment 
in  its  efforts  to  suppress  rebellion,  we  must  im- 
pose most  stringent  duties  upon  importations; 
such  as  will,  I  trust,  prohibit  the  importation  of 
a  large  portioirof  vi/hat  we  receive  from  abroad. 
We  are  annually  importing  articles  of  mere  per- 
sonal adornment  for  our  American  women  to  the 
value  of  !^100,000,000,  for  which  we  have  to  pay 
abroad,  not  in  our  currency,  but  in  gold,  every 
dollar  of  whicli  represents  at  least  $1  60  of  our 
currency;  and  in  addition  we  pay  at  the  same  rate 
the  duties  thereon  in  gold,  which  thus  passes  into 
the  Treasury  under  the  pledge  to  which  I  have 
alluded. 

When,  therefore,  we  come  to  enact,  as  we  must 
do,  acts  which  will  check  this  useless  importation 
and  reduce  largely  our  income  of  gold,  where  are 
we  to  look  for  the  means  to  pay  in  gold  the  in- 
terest upon  the  bonds  of  the  Government.'  We 
must  go  into  the  market  and  buy  it  of  those  who 
will  demand  a  price  according  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  Treasury.  I  ask  any  man  upon  this 
floor,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  indebtedness 
must  inevitably  increase  until  it  reaches  more  than 
three  thousand  million  dollars,  on  which  the  in- 
terest is  payable  in  gold,  and  for  the  principal  of 
which  a  sinking  fund  in  gold  is  provided  by  law 
of  one  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  that  importa- 
tions, not  only  of  useless  ornaments  but  of  ne- 
cessary, articles,  must  be  reduced  by  future  legis- 
lation, whether  we  can  wisely,  safely,  or  justly 
part  with  the  gold  now  on  hand,  or  which  we  may 
have  hereafter,  when  we  have  no  power  to  supply 
its  place  except  by  purchase  at  enormous  pre- 
miums .' 

The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  sell  the  gold  in  the 
market  forthe  purpose  of  supplying  the  demand, 
and  thus  appreciating  the  value  of  Government 
notes  and  bringing  them  nearer  to  an  equality 
with  gold. 

Sir,  all  legislation  which  shall"  attempt  to  make 
any  commercial  paper  the  equivalent  of  gold  is 
idle  and  inoperative.  While  gold  is  the  univer- 
sal standard  of  value  throughout  all  countries, 
commercial  paper  currency  in  any  country  will 
be  valuable  for  the  purposes  of  its  creation  in 
proportion,  and  only  in  proportion,  to  the  power 
of  converting  it  into  gold.  The  facility  for  con- 
version is  the  rule  of  Its  value.  We  say  the  notes 
of  the  Government  shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  the 
payment  of  all  debts;  but  the  law  whicli  gives 
our  paper  this  local  power  cannot  make  it  obliga- 
tory cls(;where.  So  long  as  we  have  a  commerce 
with  other  nations  so  long  we  must  pay  them 
for  what  we  buy  on  their  gold  standard,  not  on 
our  arbitrary  and  local  standard  of  value;  and  no 
legislation  can  keep  the  unconvertible  paper  of 
one  country  up  to  the  standard  of  gold  in  that 
country  or  any  other.  We  might  as  well  attempt 
lo  regiilalc  the  temperature  of  the  atiiui.splicr«  of 


the  District  of  Columbia  byennctitig  that  the  en- 
gineer of  the  Capitol  should  so  regulate  the  fur- 
naces beneath  it  as  to  keep  the  thermometers  in 
these  Halls  at  70O  of  rahrenheit,  and  that  the 
thermometers  in  the  District  should  mark'  no 
higher  range.  Water  will  freeze  at  'A20  and  be 
vaporized  at  2120  regardless  of  legislation.  Paper 
■will  be  depreciated  in  value  whenever  the  finan- 
cial thermometer  indicates  that  that  paper  docs 
not  stand  at  the  point  of  conversion. 

I  desire,  sir,  as  much  as  any  one  to  cheek  thia 
unpatriotic  spirit  of  speculation,  as  well  as  lo  re- 
lieve as  far  as  may  be  done  the  accumulation 
of  gold  in  the  Treasury,  which  is  the  pretended 
cause  of  that  spirit.  1  believe  this  can  be  done 
by  giving  authority  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  anticipate  the  payment  of  interest  on  the 
public  del)t,  to  purchase  with  his  gold  the  secu- 
rities of  the  Government  for  the  sinking  fund  as 
required  by  law,  and  by  such  legislation  as  I  hope 
to  see  adopted  here. 

If  men  desire  to  speculate  in  the  price  of  gold, 
I  v/ould  make  that  speculation  a  luxury,  and 
would  make  them  pay  for  it.  I  liope  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  when  tliey  come  to 
decide  upon  the  measures  of  revenue,  will  charge 
a  duty  or  tax  upon  every  contract  for  the  future 
delivery  of  gold  equal  to  any  possible  difference 
in  its  value  at  the  time  of  the  contract  and  its  ful- 
fillment, even  if  it  should  be  ten  per  cent.  1  be- 
lieve that  such  provisions  could  be  made  as  would 
render  such  a  law  effectual. 

In  these  modes  we  shall  keep  gold  from  being 
exported,  and  we  shall  make  any  effort  at  specu- 
lation in  its  future  value  profitless. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  the  effect  of  the  Senate 
bill  upon  the  cui'reiicy  and  securities  of  the  coun- 
try will  be  injurious.  We  have  already  issued 
hundreds  of  millions  of  our  bonds,  under  a  law 
which  pledges  all  our  gold  from  importations  for 
the  payment  oi"  the  interestand  the  establishment 
of  a  sinking  fund  to  discharge  the  entire  public 
debt,  present  and  prospective. 
■  The  savings  banks  of  the  country  hold  many 
millions  of  these  securities  as  the  dependence  of 
the  widow  and  the  orphan;  our  other  banking 
institutions  hold  millions  niore,-vvhich  have  been 
taken  with  the  patriotic  desire  to  support  the  Gov- 
ernmejit;  the  Treasury  Department  is  now  the 
depository  of  many  millions  as  a  security  for  the 
circulation  issued  to  the  national  banks  underthe 
supervision  of  thp  Treasurer;  and  we  should  re- 
flect upon  the  probable  or  possible  results  of  our 
action  upon  the  creditof  these  securities.  I  have, 
in  distrust  of  my  own  judgment,  taken  counsel 
of  distinguished  financiers  and  friends  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  consid- 
eration, and  I  have  been  assured  that  the  effect  of 
our  proposed  action  would  be  to  depreciate  all 
our  public  securities  materially  in  the  market.  1 
hope  it  may  not  be  so,  byt  I  fear  it. 

if  such  a  consequence  may  flow  from  this  step, 
is  it  wise  for  us  to  take  it  when  we  propose  to 
offer  to  the  world  an  additional  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  our  bonds  under  the  pledges  of  the  ex- 
isting law  as  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  in  gold, 
and  the  use  of  the  customs  for  a  sinking  fund  to 
retire  or  redeem  the  principal  of  our  debt.' 

With  what  grace  can  we  go  abroad  to  our  Ger- 
man and  other  friends  in  Europe,  who  are  holders 
of  our  securities,  and  say,  "  You  hold  the  bonds 
of  our  Government  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
millions,  issued  under  a  law  which  pledged  the 
good  faith  of  the  nation  to  collect  all  duties  on  im- 
ports in  gold,  and  ajipropriated  the  sum  sacredly 
•to  pay  the  interest  of  such  bonds  in  gold,  then 
to  a  sinking  fund  of  one  per  cent,  per  annum  upon 
the  entire  funded  debt  of  the  Union,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  retiring  these  atul  other  bonds  from  the 
market,  a  law  which  tlid  not  authorize  the  diver- 
sion of  that  gold  to  any  other  purpose  whatever; 
and  although  we  have  passed  an  act  authorizing 
a  violation  of  that  law,  except  in  respect  to  the 
payment  of  interest,  and  given  jiowcr  to  sell  the 
residue  of  the  gold  at  the  market  jiricc  forthe  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  we  are  still  desirous  that 
you  should  purchase  a  new  issue  of  bonds  under 
the  specific  provisi<ins  of  the  former  law.  " 

I  fear  our  friends,  whatever  confidence  they 
might  retain  in  our  ability,  would  feel  but  little 
in  our  integrity. 

There  is  stijl  another  consideration  which  af- 
fects my  judgment.  While  I  am  willing  that  all 
the  gold  which  can  safely  be  appropriated  to  tliat 
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purpose  should  be  converted  into  the  securities  of 
the  Government,  to  the  payment  of  which  tliis 
gold  is  expressly  appropntiti'd  Ijy  the  letter  of  the 
law,  I  scarcely  feel  willing,  even  if  we  had  tlie 
power,  to  buy  up  the  currency  of  the  country  at 
a  less  value  tiian  the  Government  [fledged  itself  to 
pay.  If  this  Government  has  the  ultimate  ability 
to  redeem  its  issues  in  gold,  I  do  not  desire  that 
it  shall  purchase  them  at  a  rate  of  depreciation. 

Our  currency  has  been  issued  for  a  valuable 
consideration.  The  Government  may  have  been 
and  has  been  at  times  wretchedly  defrauded;  but 
still  with  our  currency  we  have  raised  and  sup- 
ported our  armies,  we  have  equipped  and  main- 
tained our  Navy;  with  our  currency  we  purchased 
the  blood  of  our  brave  soWiersshed  atDonelson, 
at  Chattanooga,  and  on  every  batlle-field  during 
this  miserable  rebellion.  Our  soldiers  in  the  field, 
their  wives  and  their  children,  the  widows  and  the 
mothers  of  those  who  have  fallen  or  may  yet  fall 
in  the  war  for  the  Union  and  the  law,  hold  the 
promises  of  this  Government  to  pay,  and  if  we 
have  the  ability  to  do  so,  even  by  resort  to  in- 
creased taxation,  I  would  rejoice  to  see  every  dol- 
lar of  that  indebtedness  redeemed  in  gold. 

If  we  are  true  to  ourselves  there  is  no  reason 
why  this  country  should  be  impoverished  or  bank- 
rupt. We  must  submit  to  present  sacrifices,  we 
must  resort  to  onerous  taxation.  But  we  have 
resources  which  arc  inexhaustible,  and  with  the 
appliance  of  the  labor  to  bring  it  forth,  we  have 
still  untouched  in  our  western  soil  enough  of  gold 
alone  to  extinguish  our  entire  indebtedness  in  a 
single  generation. 

When  gentlemen  therefore  propose,  as  I  solemn- 
ly believe  in  violation  of  a  public  law,  to  go  into 
the  market  and  buy  up  our  depreciated  paper  with 
the  gold  pledged  to  other  uses,  I  cannot  perceive 
either  the  wisdom  or  justice  of  the  proposition. 
1  cannot  consistently  with  my  convictions  ofduty, 
I  cannot  in  view  of  that  expediency  which  em- 
braces not  only  the  present  but  the  future  of  our 
country,  its  credit,  its  character,  its  good  faith, 
consent  that  the  power  proposed  shall  be  con- 
ferred, though  it  may  never  be  exercised,  as  it  is 
intimated  that  it  may  not  be.  If  the  power  is  given 
because  it  will  not  be  exercised,  it  must  be  useless 
to  confer  it;  if  to  be  exercised,  it  will  be  detri- 
mental. 

Credit  is  sensitive  and  mercurial;  suspicion, 
even,  blights  it,  and  it  is  safe  only  whenitis  above 
suspicion.  Let  this  Government  by  its  enactments 
only  exhibit  an  intention  to  permit  a  wrong,  let 
its  acts  butgive  color  to  the  conception  that  it  may 
violate  its  plighted  faith,  and  our  credit  is  affected 
and  confidence  in  our  integrity  impaired.  It  is 
possible,  though  I  do  not  fearit,  that  we  may  sink 
in  bankruptcy;  thatwe  may  be  reduced  to  the  un- 
fortunate condition  of  affairs  which  was  exhib- 
ited after  the  close  of  the  Revolution;  we  may  be 
unable  to  pay  our  debts;  but  we  may,  at  least,  be 
honest,  by  observing  our  faith  so  long  as  the  means 
of  doing  it  arc  left  us.  I  believe  in  being  honest 
and  just,  and  I  trust  that  our  legislation  will  evince 
that  the  Govei'nment  intends  to  be  so. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say;  and 
though  this  matter  is  one  of  immense  importance, 
one  fraught  with  greater  consequences  than  any 
measure  which  has  been  before  this  House  for 
many  days,  if  I  had  not  heard  expressions  which 
utterly  astonished  mc  by  gentlemen  who  I  sup- 
posed had  an  opportunity  to  know  better,  I  should 
not  have  troubled  the  House  with  a  word  upon 
the  subject. 

I  have  no  fears  of  any  undue  exercise  of  power 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  I  will  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in  talking  about  his 
powers.  I  have  no  fi:ar  of  his  abusing  any  power 
wiiich  may  be  placed  in  his  hands.  It  will  be 
time  enougii  to  argue  that  question  when  we  ar- 
rive at  such  a  point.  It  is  outside  of  the  question 
before  the  House  at  this  time.  'I'he  simple  ques- 
tion IS,  shall  the  Government  sell  the  gold  it  now 
has  in  the  Treasury,  which  has  been  received  for 
duties,  or  shall  we  keep  it  on  hand.'  When  the 
$500,(J()0,0()()  loan  was  thrown  before  the  country 
every  financial  man  knew  that  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  |)ay  the  interest  on  those  bonds 
in  coin.  The  coin  in  the  Treasury  was  reserved 
for  that  specific  purpose,  and  when  we  went  be- 
fore the  i)e(.ple  with  <J.5()0,0(JO,()00  of  the  bonds  of 
the  Government,  the  (picslion  was  everywhere 
asked,  "  Will  the  Government  pay  the  intereston 
these  bonds  in  coin?"    The  answer  everywhere 


was  thatitwould,and  these  $500,000,000  of  bonds 
were  taken  for  no  other  reason  in  the  world  than 
because  it  was  believed  that  the  Government 
would  pay  the  interest  in  coin.  We  may  go  into 
the  market  to-morrow  with  $200,000,000  more  of 
the  bonds  of  the  Government,  and  we  can  only 
hope  to  sell  them  on  the  ground  that  the  interest 
will  be  paid  in  coin. 

But  let  the  impression  go  abroad  to  the  country 
that  instead  of  holding  tll^coin  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  interest  on  our  bonds,  we  would  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sell  it, 
what  would  be  the  consequence?  Why,  every 
man  who  has  money  to  invest  in  Government  se- 
curities will  say,  "  I  am  not  entirely  certain  that 
this  coin  will  be  held  for  this  purpose,"  and  hence 
he  will  withhold  his  investment.  But  let  the  cap- 
italists know — and  when  1  speak  of  capitalists  I 
mean  men  who  perhaps  may  have  only  fifty  dol- 
lars in  their  pockets  and  are  willing  to  contrib- 
ute it  to  the  support  of  the  Government — let  these 
men  know  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  that  the  coin  now  in  the 
Treasury  shall  be  kept  honestly  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  the  interest  upon  those  $200,000,000 
of  bonds,  and  the  loan  will  be  as  readily  taken  as 
any  other  ever  put  upon  the  market. 

Sir,  we  are  doing  business  upon  credit,  we  are 
carrying  on  this  war  on  credit.  No  friend  of  the 
Senate  bill. can  deny  that,  and  no  man  dare  deny 
that  the  only  foundation  of  that  credit  is  the  gold 
in-thc  Treasury.  Take  away  that  foundation 
and  what  becomes  of  the  whole  structure?  Upon 
a  question  of  this  sort  it  is  not  worth  while  to  talk 
about  side  issues.  Here  is  the  naked,  common- 
sense  i'act  staring  us  in  the  face,  that  the  mo- 
ment you  sell  the  gold  in  the  Treasury  you  create 
the  impression  abroad  that  you  will  not  pay  the 
interest  upon  these  bonds  in  coin,  and  when  that 
impression  is  created  you  cannot  sell  your  bonds 
at  all.  I  do  not  believe  that  as  honest  men  we 
have  any  right  to  sell  this  gold,  because  we  have 
no  more  money  than  we  want  to  meet  our  honest 
obligations;  and  when  1  say  money  I  mean  gold. 
It  has  been  said  this  will  stop  importation.  Let 
it  stop  to  some  extent.  Why,  sir,  to-day  the 
streets  of  this  city  are  swept  by  the  finest  fabrics 
of  the  looms  of  this  country  and  of  Europe.  Let 
us  buy  no  more  foreign  importations.  During 
the  last  six  months  our  importations  have  been 
going  up,  up,  up,  while  our  exports  have  been 
going  down,  down,  down  all  the  time. 

Let  us  come  down  to  a  common-sense  position 
on  this  matter.  I  might  answer  thatcotton-spec- 
ulation  argument  used  a  few  minutes  ago  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Woodbridge.] 
There  is  nothing  in  it.  A  Chinaman,  an  East 
Indian,  an  Egyptian,  or  the  native  of  some  other 
country  comes  into  New  York  with  fifty  thousand 
bales  of  cotton,  and  is  going  to  regulate  the  price 
of  cotton.  That  may  do  very  well  if  he  does  not 
owe  any  debts, but  if  he  owes  a  debt  of  $50,000,000, 
payable  in  cotton,  he  had  better  apply  the  cotton 
to  that  purpose.  That  is  whata  man  ought  to  do 
with  his  property,  an3  what  a  nation  ought  to  do 
with  its  property.  The  payment  of  honest  debts 
is  the  best  use  an  individual  ora  nation  can  make 
of  money.  Yes,  sir,  best  for  time  and  best  for 
eternity. 

Mr.  J.  C.ALLEN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  notpro- 
pose  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  more 
than  a  fe'w  minutes,  nor  do  I  suppose  that  any- 
thing I  can  say  will  affect  the  views  of  a  single 
member  of  the  House.  But,  inasmuch  as  this  is 
a  question  which  is  supposed  to  affect  vitally  the 
finances  of  the  country  and  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  have  sought  this  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing very  briefly  my  views  in  regard  to  it. 
1  have  not  heretofore  participated  in  the  discus- 
sion. All  that  I  propose  to  do  now  is  to  assign, 
very  briefly,  two  or  three  reasons  why  I  shall 
oppose  the  Senate  bill.  It  ought  to  be  the  earnest 
purjiose,  not  only  of  every  member  on  this  floor, 
but  of  every  man  having  a  voice  in  the  manage- 
ment of  public  affairs,  to  sustain,  as  far  as  lie 
may  have  it  in  his  power,  by  his  voice  and  his 
vote,  the  credit  and  the  integrity  of  the  Govern- 
ment. And  while  the  passage  or  the  defeat  of 
this  Senate  bill  will  not,  in  my  judgment,  have 
any  great  effect  on  the  credit  of  the  Government, 
yet  it  will  have,  in  my  judgment,  some  influence 
on  it. 

I  have  listened  attentively  to  the  arguments  in 
iuvor  of  this  measure.    They  arc,  in  short,  these: 


First,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  desires 
its  passage.  Second,  that  it  meets  the  approba- 
tion of  a  majority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  Third,  that  it  will  reduce,  if  the 
Secretary  be  clothed  with  this  power,  the  price  of 
gold  in  the  market.  As  to  the  first  reason  urged, 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  desires  it,  it 
will  have  no  influence  with  me  until  I  arrive  at  a 
point  where,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  I  shall 
feel  it  my  duty  to  register  the  decrees  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  I, -as  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, must  be  left  to  judge  for  myself  as  to  the 
policy  or  impolicy  of  the  passage  of  measures 
pending  before  the  House;  and  when  I  shall  cease 
to  judge  for  myself  on  these  questions,  I  will  be 
unfit  for  the  trust  which  my  people  have  commit- 
ted to  my  care. 

While  I  have  very  great  respect  for  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  do 
not  feel  that  I  am  justified  in  surrendering  my 
judgment,  on  a  question  of  this  character,  to  their 
opinions.  I  have  been  somewhat  amused  at  the 
course  of  argument  pursued  by  gentlemen  on  that 
side  of  the  House  in  regard  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  this  sub- 
ject. We  have  been  told  by  at  least  one  gen- 
tleman on  the  other  side  that  the  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  are  men  who 
have  the  ability,  the  capacity,  the  experience,  that 
enables  them  to  understand  the  question  and  to 
determine  what  its  effect  is  to  be  on  the  country 
for  good  or  for  ill;  and  he  therefore  is  inclined 
to  vote  with  them  on  this  question.  I  well  re- 
member, sir,  that  but  a  few  days  ago  an  important 
question,  an  exciting  question,  was  pending  in 
this  House,  and  on  it  that  same  gentleman  dif- 
fered all  the  way  through  with  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  I  allude  to  the  proposition  to 
tax  distilled  spirits  on  hand.  He  would  not  sur- 
render his  opinion.  He  would  not  give  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  any 
considerable  importance  on  that  question.  And 
yet  he  avows  his  readiness  to  yield  to  that  com- 
mittee on  this  subject.  Sir,  I  am  not  willing  to 
yield  my  opinions  either  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  orto  the  Committee  of  Waysand  Means 
on  this  question,  however  much  respect  I  may 
have  for  the  one  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Speaker,  to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment seems  to  me  an  important  consideration 
in  all  our  legislation.  How  is  that  to  be  done? 
In  my  judgment  it  is  only  to  be  done  by  satisfy- 
ing the  country  that  the  Government  is  determ- 
ined to  pay  all  its  liabilities — that  whenever  the 
Government  has  it  in  its  power  to  pay  all  or 
part  of  its  indebtedness  it  will  do  so.  While 
$40,000,000  or  twice  $40,000,000  of  gold  in  the 
Treasury  might  go  but  a  short  way  toward  the 
liquidation  of  our  debt,  yet  its  application  in  that 
direction  would  tend  to  that  extent  to  restore  and 
to  keep  up  that  confidence  so  necessary  to  the  sus- 
tenance of  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

In  dealing  with  these  questions,  it  seems  to  me 
that  no  safer  rule  can  be  adopted  in  reference  to 
them  than  that  which  is  adopted, and  which  ought 
to  be  adopted,  by  individuals  in  their  individual 
transactions.  Suppose  an  individual  engaged  in 
any  particular  branch  of  business  has  occasion  to 
incur  a  heavy  indebtedness,  and  desires  to  keep 
up  his  credit,  desires  to  retain  the  confidence  of 
the  community  in  which  he  is  transacting  busi- 
ness, how  is  he  to  do  it?  Sir,  he  can  only  accom- 
plish that  object  by  promptly  paying  his  liabili- 
ties as  they  mature,  and  by  holding  himself  at  all 
times  in  that  position  which  will  most  readily 
enable  him  to  discharge  his  liabilities  as  they  ma- 
ture. But  suppose,  instead  of  husbanding  his 
means  with  that  end  in  view,  he  diverts  his  funds 
to  some  other  purpose  than  thatof  paying  the  in- 
terest upon  his  debtsas  it  becomes  due.  Suppose, 
for  instance,  he  engages  in  speculation  and  makes 
no  provision  to  pay  his  creditors  the  amounts 
that  mature  from  time  to  time,  will  he  be  able  to 
maintain  his  credit  in  that  community  as  a  safe, 
reliable  business  man?  No,  sir;  public  confi- 
dence in  him  will  be  destroyed,  or  it  will  be  shaken, 
if  not  entirely  destroyed;  and  so  it  is  with  the 
Government,  if,  instead  of  appropriating  the  gold 
in  the  Treasury  as  it  accumulates  to  the  only  le- 
gitimate object  of  liquidating  the  public  debt,  an- 
ticipating, if  need  be,  the  payment  of  interest  upon 
it,  we  send  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  out  into 
the  streets  and  compel  him  to  become  a  stock-job- 
ber and  gambler  in  currency.    Is  thata  pi-oceed- 
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ing  that  will  inspire  confidence  in  the  credit  of  the 
Government,  and  in  its  ability  to  meet  its  liabili- 
ties? Sir,  I  tell  you  it  is  a  dangerous  experi- 
ment, to  say  the  most  of  it,  and  as  such  I  am 
opposed  to  this  proposition. 

But  it  is  said  that  if  we  pass  this  bill  the  price 
of  gold  will  decline,or,  in  other  words,  that  it  will 
have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  value  of  the  Gov- 
ernment paper  in  circulation.  Sir,  it  is  a  strange 
argument.  Certainly  those  who  assume  that  po- 
sition have  not  looked  into  the  question  and  cal- 
culated its  results.  "We  have  gold  in  the  Treas- 
ury,"say  they,  "we  have  a  surplus  there,  more 
than  is  necessary  at  this  particular  time  to  meet 
the  liabilities  of  the  Government,  and  we  must 
sell  it,  we  must  dispose  of  it.  We  must  take 
it  out  of  the  Treasury  and  place  it  beyond  the 
control  of  the  Government  in  order  tokeepup  the 
credit  of  the  Government."  What  an  argument! 
It  resolves  itself -into  this,  that  the  promises  of 
the  Government  are  worth  more  when  we  have 
nothing  to  redeem  them  with  than  they  will  be 
worth  when  we  have  something  to  redeem  them 
with.  Thatis  the  argument.  It  is  nothing  more 
nor  less. 

Let  me  ask  this  House  what  there  is  that  will 
be  more  likely  to  keep  uffthe  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  give  confidence  in  it,  than  a  knowl- 
edge that  it  has  on  hand,  at  all  times,  something 
with  which  to  pay  its  liabilities?  There  is  noth- 
ing, therefore,  in  that  argument. 

But  again,  it  is  said  that  the  price  of  gold  is 
high,  and  that  as  the  price  of  it  increases  so  the 
paper  promises  to  pay  which  the  Government  have 
in  circulation  will  depreciate  in  value.  Well,  sir, 
as  I  before  remarked,  if  you  would  prevent  the  pa- 
per promises  to  pay  of  the  Government  from  de'- 
creasing  in  value  the  only  sure  means  by  which  you 
can  accomplish  that  object  is  to  satisfy  those  who 
hold  them  and  those  who  have  held  them  here- 
tofore that  the  Government  has  it  in  its  power  at 
any  moment  to  pay  at  least  a  portion  of  them,  and 
that  it  is  determined  in  any  event  to  devote  all 
the  means  within  its  reach  to  the  payment  of  its 
indebtedness  from  time  to  time  as  it  may  become 
due. 

But  if  we  adopt.the  principle  embodied  in  this 
bill,  what  do  we  do?  So  far  from  applying  what- 
ever we  may  have  in  the  Treasury  as  it  ought  to 
be  applied,  to  the  public  debt,  we  take  it  out  of 
theTreasuryand  placeitin  the  hands  of  theTreas- 
urer  to  dispose  of  at  his  will  and  pleasure.  We 
place  it  out  of  our  power  to  apply  it  to  satisfying 
the  claims  of  our  creditors  as  they  may  fall  due. 
The  whole  question  then,  view  it  as  we  may, 
resolves  itself  into  this:  this  House  has  a  scheme 
concocted  somewhere,  I  know  not  where,  by 
somebody,  I  know  not  who  nor  do  I  care,  to  spec- 
ulate in  the  gold  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  speculate  without  reference  to  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  or  its  abilities  to  meet  its 
liabilities.  But  it  is  said  that  to  throw  this  thirty 
or  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  gold  on  the  market 
will  have  a  tendency  to  reduce  the  price  of  gold. 
I  am  willing  to  admit  that  that  would  be  its  im- 
mediate effect. 

The  price  of  gold,  like  that  of  any  other  com- 
modity, is  regulated  by  demandand  supply.  That 
principle,  I  presume,  will  not  be  controverted.  If 
you  throw  forty  millions  ofsurplus  gold  upon  the 
market  you  inerease  the  supply  to  that  extent, 
and,  of  course,  diminish  the  price.  I  believe  that 
the  throwing  of  this  gold  upon  the  market  would 
have  a  tendency  to  reduce  the  price  of  gold,  and 
while  it  would  have  that  tendency,  its  tendency 
\yould  also  be  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the  pub- 
lic and  the  creditors  of  the  Government  in  the 
ability  as  well  as  the  disposition  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  apply  whateverithad  on  hand  to  the  pay- 
ment of  its  debts.  That,inmy  judgment,  would 
be  the  inevitable  effect.  It  would  be  so  in  the 
ordinary  business  transactions  of  man  with  man, 
and  so  it  will  be  in  reference  to  the  business  of 
the  Government. 

Not  only  that,  but  whenever  it  is  known  in  this 
country,  or  in  any  other,  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  instead  of  applying  to  the  pay- 
ment of  her  debt  in  a  legitimate  way  whatever  she 
may  have  in  her  Treasury,  has  authorized  one 
of  her  public  agents  to  go  into  the  markets  of  the 
country  and  engage  in  public  speculation,  to  that 
extent  the  credit  of  this  Government  is  destroyed, 
and  instead  of  reducing  the  price  of  her  paper  cur- 
rency it  would  in  the  end  increase  it,  and  that  at 


no  distant  day;  because  it  must  necessarily  de- 
stroy the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  ability 
and  intention  of  the  Government  to  redeem  its 
paper. 

Again,  to  take  the  funds  in  the  Treasury  which 
morally  and  in  equity  belong  to  the  creditors  of 
the  Government,  and  go  into  the  public  market  of 
the  country  and  engage  in  buying  up  the  liabili- 
ties of  the  Government  at  a  discount,  would  be 
dishonorable  to  the  Government  and  to  those  who 
are  administering  it  at  the  present  time — just  as 
dishonorable  as  it  would  be  for  an  individual  en- 
gaged in  any  business  transaction  to  send  his 
agent  into  the  community  to  buy  up  his  promises 
to  pay  at  a  discount.  The  mere  fact  that  this  agent 
operates  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  not 
on  the  part  of  an  individual,  does  not  change  the 
moral  aspects  of  the  question.  In  addition  to  this 
.violation  of  the  plighted  faith  to  those  who  hold 
the  indebtedness  of  the  Government,  who  hold 
our  promises  to  pay,  who  hold  our  legal  tender,  it 
is  to  that  extent  again  calculated  to  destroy  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  the  Government  itself. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said  that  this  accumulation  of  gold 
in  the  Treasury  is  becoming  an  evil,  and  that  some 
provision  ought  to  be  made  by  which  it  should  be 
thrown  into  the  general  circulation.  Well,  admit 
that,  and  yet  it  does  not  furnish  any  argument 
for  this  proposition  of  theSenate;  butitdoes  fur- 
nish an  argument,  if  it  be  necessary  to  get  it  out 
of  the  Treasury,  in  favor  of  so  directing  it  when 
it  goes  out  thatit  shall  contribute  to  the  confidence 
of  the  country  in  the  ability  and  honesty  of  the 
Government;  that  it  shall  go  where  in  equity  and 
natural  justice  it  belongs.  And  I  know  of  no  bet- 
ter proposition  to  accomg.lish  this  end  than  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Boutwell]  giving  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trensury  the  power  to  anticipate  the  payment  of 
interest  which  is  not  yet  due,  if  he  has  a  sufli- 
cient  amount  of  gold  to  justify  him  in  doing  it. 
If  he  has  more  than  is  necessary  to  meet  the  in- 
terest already  due,  let  him  anticipate  the  interest 
which  is  not  due;  let  him  call  in  the  coupons 
upon  our  indebtedness,  and  in  that  way  satisfy 
our  public  creditors  that  they  have  eventually 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  Government,  so  far  as  its 
ability  and  its  disposition  to  meet  its  liabilities  are 
concerned. 

This  bill  is  based  upon  the  presumption  that 
there  is  a  demand  for  gold  in  the  market,  an?l  that 
when  it  is  ruling  at  a  high  price  this  gold  in  the 
Treasury  should  be  thrown  into  the  circulation. 
Men  who  advocate  that  opinion  oppose  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  upon 
the  ground,  they  say,  that  those  who  hold  our 
bonds  will  not  present  their  couponsfor  payment 
before  the  interest  matures.  This  is  our  answer 
to  the  argument  they  make  in  favor  of  the  Senate 
proposition:  if  the  demand  for  gold  is  so  press- 
ing as  to  require  the  emitting  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  all  the  gold  it  has  on  hand  it 
is  pressing  enough  to  force  the  coupons  of  the 
Government  to  the  Treasury  for  redemption,  al- 
though they  have  not  matured.  If  they  are  not 
pressing  enough  to  force  these  coupons  in  antici- 
pation of  their  maturity,  then  the  demand  forgold 
is  notsuflicient  to  require  thatitshould  be  thrown 
upon  the  market.  Their  arguments  will  not  hold 
together;  their  parallels  cross  each  other.  If  the 
exigency  requires  the  throwing  this  gold  upon 
the  market  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  gold  mar- 
ket, then,  sir,  we  can  put  it  upon  the  market 
through  the  payment  of  the  unmatured  coupons, 
save  our  credit,  show  our  disposition  to  do  jus- 
tice and  equity  to  those  who  have  trusted  the 
Government,  and  do  nothing  which  will  detract 
from  the  honor  and  credit  of  the  Government. 

But,  sir,  I  havesaid  moreupon  this  subject  than 
I  intended  to  say  when  I  took  the  floor.  I  simply 
desired  to  state  briefly  the  reasons  why  I  should 
oppose  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  House  bill. 
I  have  listened  attentively  to  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  but  I  have  heard 
none  yet  that  could  be  submitted  to  the  scrutiny 
of  truth  and  stand  that  test.  I  am,  therefore, 
forced  to  believe  that  this  is  but  a  scheme  to  bring 
another  competitor  into  the  gold  market,  backed 
by  whatever  credit  the  Government  may  have,  to 
compete  with  the  bulls  and  bears  upon  the  streets 
of  New  York.  I  cannot,  sir,  give  my  support  to 
any  such  measure,  and  t  have  sought  this  oppor- 
tunity of  presenting  the  reasons  which  would 
control  my  vole  upon  tiiia  question. 


PENNSYLVANIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  RATMDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  rise  to 
a  question  of  privilege.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  cer- 
tain paper  relating  to  the  contested  election  from 
the  third  congressional  district  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  I  desire  to  have  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  it  shall  go  there  for  what  it  is  worth,  in 
the  same  manner  as  papers  were  referred  to  the 
same  committee  the  other  day  in  the  case  of  Knox 
vs.  Blair. 

The  paper  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SALE  OF  SURPLUS  GOLD — AGAIN. 

Mr.  STEVENS  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  HULBURD.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  yield 
the  floor  one  moment,  that  I  may  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man, but  only  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  whether  he  intends  to  press  this  bill 
to  a  vote  this  evening. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Oh  no,  sir.  I  sought  the 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  moving  an  adjournment; 
but  I  will  yield  to  my  friend  to  offer  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HULBURD.  I  shall  be  compelled  to  be 
absent  from  the  House  to-morrow  on  business; 
but  I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which 
I  now  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  and  I  may  say 
that  if  that  amendment  were  adopted,  it  would 
obviate  my  greatest  objection  to  the  bill,  and  I 
should  vote  for  it  if  present. 

The  amendment  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

Add  to  the  Senate  amendment  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  the  obligation  to  create  a  sinking  fund, 
according  to  tlie  act  of  February  7,  1862,  shall  not  be  im- 
paired tliereby. 

PENNSYLVANIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION — =AGAIN. 

Mr.  O'NEILL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  desire  to 
ask  my  colleague  [Mr.  Randall]  who  introduced 
the  paper  just  now,  and  had  it  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  whether  the  language 
used  by  him,  that  that  paper  should  go  there  for 
what  it  was  worth,  means  that  it  is  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  referred  as  testimony? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  understand  that  it  is  re- 
ferred for  the  consideration  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  so  sup- 
pose. I  presented  it  and  had  it  referred  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  and  also  of  the  sitting  member.  I  con- 
versed with  both  of  those  gentlemen  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  they  agreed  that  it  might  go  there  for 
what  it  was  worth,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
case  of  Knox  vs.  Blair.  t 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  TO  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  to  ask  leave  of  absence  for 
two  of  my  colleagues,  Mr.  McKinney  and  Mr. 
J.  W.  White,  from  Thursday  next,  for  two 
weeks. 

There  being  no  objection,leaveof  absence  was 
granted. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Before  moving  an  adjourn- 
ment, I  wish  to  say  to  gentlemen  I  hope  to  have 
a  vote  upon  this  bill  very  early  after  it  is  taken 
up  to-morrow.  I  think  it  has  been  very  fully  and 
very  ably  discussed.  I  move  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
half  past  four  o'clock  p.  m.)  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  Jlfarc/i  16,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  HARRIS  presented  a  memorial  of  eighty- 
nine  members  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York, 
praying  for  an  increase  in  the  facilities  for  the 
transportation  of  mails,  passengers,  and  freight 
between  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  paymasters' 
clerks,  praying  for  increased  compensation;  which 
was  rnferrod  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Atlairs 
and  the  Militia. 

lie  also  presented  a  petition  of  paymastera  of 
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the  United  States  Army,  praying  that  the  sala- 
ries of  tlieir  clerks  may  ije  increased;  wliicli  was 
referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Military  Affairs 
and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Burlington  county,  New  Jersey,  praying 
for  an  increase  in  the  facilities  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  mails,  passengers,  and  freight  between  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Pliiladelphia;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  At  the  request  of  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Wright,]  to  whom  they  were  sent 
and  who  is  now  detained  from  the  Senate  by  sick- 
ness, I  ask  leave  to  present  six  petitions  from  cit- 
izens of  the  counties  of  Monmouth  and  Burling- 
ton, New  Jersey,  praying  for  aw  increase  in  the 
facilities  for  the  transportation  of  mails,  passen- 
gers, and  freight  between  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Philadelpliia;  and  I  move  that  they  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to.    ' 

Mr.  ANTHONY  presented  four  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  praying  for 
an  increase  in  the  facilities  for  the  transportation 
offliails,  passengers,  and  freight  uetween  the  cities 
of  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  whicii  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
George  V.  Hoylc  and  others,  citizens  of  Rouse's 
Point  and  Champlain,  in  the  sixteenth  congres- 
sional district  of  New  York,  praying  that  Rouse's 
Point  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry;  wJMch  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

He  also  presented  two  petitioas  of  citizens  of 
New  York,  praying  for  the  formation  of  a  prop- 
erly organized  ambulance  and  sanitary  corps  for 
our  armies,  and  the  enlistment  of  men  foi-  such 
service?  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCKA  LEW  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  extend- 
ing the  lime  for  paying  bounties  to  volunteers  to 
the  1st  day  of  April,  18G4;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Phil- 
adelphia, praying  for  an  increase  in  the  facilities 
for"  the  transportation  of  mails,  passengers,  and 
freight  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  merchants  of 
Philad(;lpliia,  praying  that  the  Raritan  and  Dela- 
ware Bay  railroad  may  be  made  a  postal  and 
military  road;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  MORRILL  presented  a  memorial  of  con- 
tractors and  builders  of  side-wheel  gunboats, 
known  as  doublc-enders,  praying  for  extra  com- 
pensation on  account  of  losses  sustained  on  their 
contracts;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

KEPOUTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  {11.  R.  No.  206)  in  addition  to  an  act  for 
the  establishment  of  certain  arsenals,  reported  it 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  i<>  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
88)  regulating  proceedings  in  criminal  cases,  and 
for  other  purposes,  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  Marshall  0.  Roberts  and 
others,  trustees  of  A.  G.  Sloo,  submitted  a  report 
accompatiicd  by  a  bill  (S.  No.  174)  for  the  relief 
of  the  Irust^esof  A.  G.  Sloo.  The  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

J.  N.  CAUPENTER. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  Committee  on  Naval  Affair.s, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  N.  Car- 
penter, paymaster  United  States  Navy,  praying 
for  compensntion  for  clothing  stolen  from  him  on 
board  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  Saratoga, 
while  in  the  port  of  Phihiilelpliia,  have  instructed 
ine  to  report  It  back,  and  a.sk  to  be  discharged  from 
its  further  consideration. 

The  report  v/uh  njjiced  to. 


IMr.  HALE.  The  same  committee  have  had 
under  consideration  the  joint  resolution  (H.R.No. 
43)  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
J.  N.  Carpenter,  a  paymaster  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  report  it  back,  and  recommend  its  passage, 
and  I  should  like,  if  the  Senate  please,  to  have  it 
considered  now.  After  this  vessel  came  into  Phil- 
adelphia, and  after  the  paymaster  had  left  it,  some 
of  his  stores  which  had  been  left  on  board  in 
charge  of  another  officer  were  broken  open  and 
stolen — stores  to  the  amount  of  §200.  The  evi- 
dence of  that  fact  is  satisfactory.  The  House  of 
Representatives  has  passed  the  joint  resolution; 
it  only  appropriates  ii200;  and  1  hope  the  Senate 
will  pass  it  at  once. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  joint  resolution  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  It  proposes  to 
authorize  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  in  settling  the  accounts  of  J.  N.  Car- 
penter, paymaster  in  the  United  Stales  Navy,  to 
allow  and  credit  him  with  the  sum  of  1^200,  the 
value  of  articles  of  clothing  stolen  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  sloop  Saratoga,  after  that  vessel  had 
been  put  out  of  commission  at  Philadelphia  in 
January, 1863. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  FOSTER  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

172)  concerning  tjie  disposition  of  convicts  in  the 
caurts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  subsisting  of 
persons  confined  in  jails  charged  with  violating 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  diminish- 
ing the  expenses  in  relation  thereto;  wh'.ch  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HOWARD  asked ,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave   to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

173)  to  organize  the  invalid  corps  of  the  Army; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  refen'Sd  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Mili- 
tia. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

175)  in  relation  to  deserters  from  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  CONNESS  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

176)  authorizing  the  erection  of  buildings  for  the 
branch  mint  at  San  Francisco;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

NATIONAL  banks'  RATE  OP  INTEREST. 

Mr.  HOWARD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolrcd,  Tli.it  the  Committee  on  Finance  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act  of  1862,  to  provide 
a  iint,ion!il  curreiicj',  as  to  iuitiiorizo  the  associations  organ- 
ized nndcr  it  to  enter  into  contract  to  take  and  reserve  on 
loans  and  discounts  sucli  rate  of  interest  as  is  or  mny  be 
allowed  hy  the  laws  of  the  State,  District,  or  Territory  in 
wliicli  the  association  is  located. 

PROMOTION  IN  THE  VOLUNTEER  NAVY. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  if  some  mode  of  promotion  in  the  vol- 
unteer Navy,  similar  or  analogous  to  that  of  the  regular 
Navy,  may  not  be  established  by  law  so  as  to  reward  meri- 
torious conduct  in  that  class  of  olhccrs. 

BILL  BECOME  A  LAW. 
A  message  from  the  Pi-esident  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.NicoLAY,  his  Secretary, announced 
that  the  President  had  yesterday  approved  and 
signed  an  act  (S.  No.  120)  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on 
tile  frontiers,"  approved  June  30,  1834. 

BILL  RECOMMITTED. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNESS,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  109)  to  expedite  the 
settlement  of  titles  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia; and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNESS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  he  recommitted  to  tlio  Committee 
on  I'uhliu  Laiidd. 

AMENDMENT  OP  THE  CONSTITUTION. 
Mr.  TRUMBULL.     I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  contiideration  of  the  joint  resolu- 


tion No.  16  of  the  Senate,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  view  of  having  its  consideration  fixed  for 
some  future  day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  This  is  a  joint  resolution 
of  the  most  important  character,  involving  a 
change  of  the  Constitution  of  the  IJnitcd  States, 
which  has  been  recommended  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  Its  consideration  was  fixed 
some  time  ago  for  the  17th  of  February,  but  that 
day  passed  without  its  being  called  up.  I  now 
desire  to  fix  its  consideration  for  some  future  day 
which  will  be  agreeable  to  the  Senate,  with  the 
view  of  pressing  the  matter  to  a  vote  at  as  early 
a  day  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  other  busi- 
ness before  the  body.  If  it  is  agreeable  to  the 
Senate,  I  move  that  its  further  consideration  be 
postponed  to  Monday  next,  and  that  it  be  made 
the  special  order  on  that  day  for  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
whether  that  may  not  be  too  early  a  day.  I  make 
that  suggestion  simply  with  reference  to  other 
business  that  is  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TRUjMBULL.  It  will  be  entirely  agree- 
able to  me  to  fix  another  day  if  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  has  otlilr  business  that  this  reso- 
lution would  be  likely  to  interfere  with. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  other  business 
which  has  come  forward  during  the  absence  of 
the  Senator. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  This  is  more  important 
than  any  other  business  except  the  appropriation 
bills. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator  from  Maine 
always  has  precedence  with  hi^s  appi'opriation 
bills,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  fix  it  for  any  day 
that  will  interfere  with  his  business. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Say  the  middle  of  the  week. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  it  is  more  agreeTtblc  to 
members  of  the  Senate,  I  will  say  Wednesday 
next  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  merely  wish  to  suggest  that 
there  is  a  bill  of  great  importance  now  before  the 
Senate  which  I  hope  will  soon  be  taken  up  and 
pressed  to  a  vote,  and  that  is  the  bill  to  prevent 
officers  and  soldiers  from  interfering  with  elec- 
tions. I  do  not  wish  any  order  made  to  ])revent 
the  progress  of  that  bill  when  it  shall  come  up. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  this  joint  reso- 
lution until  Wednesday  next,  and , make  it  the 
special  order  for  one  o'clock  on  that  day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
NORTHERN  INDIAN  SUPERINTENDENCY. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
postpone  all  prior  orders  and  take  up  the  bill  (S. 
No.  59)  extending  the  limits  of  the  northern  In- 
dian supcrintendency. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill,  which  proposes  to  extend  the  north- 
ern superintendency  over  all  the  Indians  in  the 
Territory  of  Dakota. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  and  it  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  1  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  (S.  No.  59)  extending  the 
limits  of  the  northern  Indian  superintendency 
fwas  passed.  I  do  not  ask  for  action  on  the  mo- 
tion now,  but  desire  to  have  it  entered. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)  The  motion  will  be  entered,  to  be 
acted  on  hereafter. 

ENLISTMENTS  IN  THE  SECEDED  STATES. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  the  bill  (PI. 
R.  No.  261)  to  provide  for  the  voluntary  enlist- 
ment of  any  persons,  residents  of  certain  States, 
into  the  regiment:?  of  other  Slates. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
read . 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  This  is  a  very  i^nportant 
bill.  I  supposed  the  whole  subject  was  covered 
by  the  bill  we  pas.scd  some  lime  ago.  I  trust  tliis 
bill  will  be  postponed  until  we  can  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  it.  It  will  invite  competition 
all  through  the  South  between  the  recruiting  agents 
of  the  different  Slates.  I  move  to  lay  it  on  the 
table  for  the  present.  1  supposed  the  subjcct- 
inaltcr  Imd  been  diHposcd  of  by  the  Senate. 
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Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  dial  this  is  a  bill  which  has  passed  the  House 
of  RoiireaciUativcs  by  a  very  large  vote — a  vote 
of  more  thai)  two  to  one.  It  was  introduced  there 
by  Mr.  Bl.mr,  of  Missouri,  amemberof  the  Mil- 
itar\\Committcc,  and  was  supported  by  several 
gentlemen,  among  others  by  General  Garfield, 
who  said  that  it  was  the  best  and  wisest  bill  that 
was  pending  before  Congress. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  We  had  the  subject  up  be- 
fore, if  1  remember  aright,  and  it  was  discussed, 
and  wo  took  our  deliberate  action  on  the  subject, 
and  inserted  thataction  in  a  bill  which  is  now  the 
law.  Certainly  we  ought  not  to  have  a  bill  on  the 
same  subject  brought  up  again,  and  passed  hur- 
riedly in  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  admit  the  fact  that  the  mat- 
ter has  been  discussed  in  the  Senate;  but  this  is 
a  House  bill  which  has  been  passed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives, and  I  hope  it  will  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  moves  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CONSULAR  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  considerationof  Senate  bill  No.  52. 

Mr.  PESSENDEN.  Willitoccupymuch  time.> 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  imagine  that  it 
will  take  up  much  time,  but  I  cannot  tell.  I  will 
agree  that  it  may  be  laid  aside  at  one  o'clock  if  it 
he  not  then  disposed  of.  It  is  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  punishment  of  minor  offenses  in  the  United 
States  courts. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  have  no  objection  to  it; 
but  1  wish  to  go  on  v/ith  the  bill  which  was  left 
unfinished  yesterday. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  This  day  has  been  assigned 
for  District  business. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere 
with  other  business,  but  this  is  a  bill  jn  which 
there  is  some  little  public  interest. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  If  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois will  withdraw  his  motion,  I  move  that  the 
Senate  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
which  was  ieh  unfinished  yesterday. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  should  like  to  go  on  with 
the  District  business. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  will  allow  me  toget  this  bill  out  of  liis  way. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Very  well. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  withdravj  mj^  motion. 
I  will  not  interfere  with  other  business  if  there  is 
anything  more  pressing, 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.'  Then  I  make  my  motion. 

The  motion  v/as  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
40)  making  appropriations  for  the  consular  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1865,  the  pending  ques- 
tion being  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  made 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the 
word_"  and"  after  the  word  "consuls,"  in  line 
fifty-one,  and  to  insert,  after  the  word  "agents," 
in  line  fifty-two,  the  words  "  and  twenty-five  con- 
sular pupils." 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  amend 
that  proposition.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER-     It  is. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Then  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  th-e  word  "pupils" 
and  in.serting  "  clerks."  I'make  this  motion,  not 
because  I  am  in  favorof  thcappointrnenlof  these 
clerks,  but  because  I  do  not  like  to  have  anything 
passed  through  that  does  not  convey  the  exact 
tneaningand ijitcntof theproposition itself.  There 
is  no  use  for  us  to  disguise  the  fact  that  these  are 
really,  virtually,  .substantially  neither  more  nor' 
kes  than  clerks.  Who  imagines  that  the  political 
life  of  any  one  of  tliese  pupils,  or  clerks,  if  you 
please,  is  going  to  last  any  longer  than  lasts  the 
political  life  of  his  superior  in  the  consulate.' 
The  Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collamer]  sug- 
gests that  it  will  not  probably  last- as  long.  It 
certainly  will  not  last  any  longer.  When  there 
is  a  change  of  Admiiii.'slration,  wlien  the  consul 
goes  out,  the  clerk  will  go  out  with  h  im .  The  effect 
of  the  proposition,  as  I  uiuier.stand  it,  is  simfi'ly 
to  give  a  clerk,  at  a  salary  of  ))J1,00()  payable  in 
gold,  which  amounts  probably  to  <^1,G00  a  year,  to 
iwenty-five  of  su(;h  consuls  a.s  the  Secretary  of 
State  may  select.  I  want  it  to  apjicaron  the  statute 
exactly  according  to  the  design  uf  Congress. 


Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  know  but  that 
"arose  by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet;" 
but  there  is  no  very  particular  reason  to  impute 
any  design  to  conceal  anything  with  reference  to 
this  matter,  because,  in  the  first  place,  it  was  the 
original  provision  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular 
bill  which  was  repealed  very  shortly  afterwards, 
as  was  stated  by  tire  honorable  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont yesterday;  and,  in  the  next  place,  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  in  his  communication  which  I  sent 
to  the  Chair  yesterday,  distinctly  avowed  the  ob- 
ject, and  that  was  that  they  were  to  be  clerks  of 
the  several  consuls.  They  arii  called  consular 
pupils;  but  if  it  is  any  gratification  to  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Iowa,  or  anybody  else, to  call 
them  clerks,  I  do  not  know  but  that  it  would  be 
as  well  to  call  them  so.  Certainly  there  is  no  very 
great  objection  to  that. 

I  do  not  knowthat  this amendmentcomes with 
so  much  propriety  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
as  it  might  come  from  another  committee,  and  yet 
I  am  not  very  certain  about  that  point.  The  fact 
was  that  it  was  taken  up  in  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance on  a  communication  which  was  sent  to  that 
committee  from  the  Department  of  State,  and  it 
was  discussed  and  acted  upon  and  adopted  there 
before  the  question  was  suggested  whether  it 
should  not  properly  have  been  considered  in  the 
Committee  on  Commerce;  but,  inasmuch  as  we 
had  examined  and  voted  upon  the  subject,  we 
thought  it  might  be  as  well  to  report  it  ourselves, 
and  1  understand  that  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce are  in  favorof  the  proposition.  Imightgo 
through  the  form  of  withdrawing  it  as  a  recom- 
mendation from  the  Finance  Committee,  and  allow 
it  to  be  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce; but  in  this  stage  that  would  be  a  mere 
form,  and  the  committee  do  not  think  that  course 
advisable.  The  Senate  can  act  upon  it  in  its  pres- 
ent condition  just  as  well  as  if  it  came  from 
another  committee. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce have  voted  upon  it  and  agreed  to  recom- 
mend it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  our  withdrawing  it  so  as  to  let  it  come 
from  that  committee,  although  as  an  original 
question,  if  it  were  now  to  be  considered  over 
again,  our  committee  would  probably  send  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  as  we  sent  several 
recommendations  of  the  State  Department;  but 
we  happened  to  vote  upon  it  and  recommend  it. 
I  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  at  the  time  the  ori- 
ginal diplomatic  and  consular  bill  was  passed, 
which  contained  a  provision  for  consular  pupils, 
and  at  that  time  my  atteiuion  was  not  called  to 
the  bill,  and  there  was  no  discussion  about  it.  I 
agree  with  my  friend  from  Vermont  that  shortly 
afterwards  it  came  up  and  this  provision  was  re- 
pealed; and,  according  to  my  best  recollection,  I 
was  one  of  those  who  advocated  its  repeal — not 
in  so  full  a  manner  as  my  honorable  friend  from 
Vermont  has  done  now,  but  I  stated  some  of  tlie 
views  which  I  entertained  then,  and  they  coin- 
cided with  the  views  now  expressed  by  him.  The 
great  and  leading  consideration  for  its  repeal  was 
that  Congress  did  not  believe  the  thing  would  be 
of  a  permanent  character.  That  is  to  say,  we 
supposed  that  if  these  young  men  were  to  be  ed- 
ucated for  consuls,  there  was  no  sufficient  assur- 
ance,in  the  mode  which  is  followed  in  this  coun- 
try with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  consuls, 
that  they  would  certainly  reach  that  position,  be- 
cause, this  being  considered,  like  everything  else 
in  the  way  of  otHce,  a  reward  for  political  ser- 
vices, and  the  pupils  perhaps  having  rendered 
none,  might  not  be  thus  appointed;  and  therefore 
it  would  be  uncertain  in  its  character,  and  wecoiild 
not  rely  upon  the  expectation  of  deriving  any  per- 
manent benefit  from  the  expenditure  created  by 
the  provision. 

Upon  deliberation  I  have  changed  my  views, 
and  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  I  have  changed  my  ' 
views;  and  for  that  I  can  give  the  reason  which 
has  been  given  so  often  by  a  great  many  much 
better  men  than  my.self,  that  I  am  willing  to  ad- 
mit that  sometimes  I  am  wiser  to-day  than  I  was 
yesterday.  The  views  presented  by  the  Stale  De- 
partment in  writing  and  also  verbally,  have  con- 
vinced mc  that  the  danger  thus  apprehended  is 
not  so  groat  as  was  supposed. 

Ill  the  first  place,  taking  our  consular  system  as 
it  is,  wc  know  that  in  many  places  the  salaries  are 
exceedingly  small.    We  make  no  provision  what- 


ever for  clerk  hire.  We  compel  the  consuls  them- 
selves to  pay  their  clerks  out  of  their  own  salaries. 
Whether  an  allowance  is  made  from  the  fees  for 
that  purpose,  I  do  not  know.  Experience  has 
shown  that  in  many  of  the  principal  consulates, 
such  as  London  and  Liverpool  and  Havana  and 
other  places,  and  in  fact  in  almost  all  of  them, 
they  are  obliged  necessarily  to  employ  foreigners. 
They  cannot  take  a  clerk  out  from  this  country 
and  supporthim.  They  get  men  on  the  spot;  and 
where  those  men  have  had  experience  and  un- 
derstand the  duties  of  the  office,  they  become 
necessarily  masters  of  the  situation,  and  they  are 
retained  in  office  from  the  necessity  of  the  case 
under  succeeding  consuls.  A  foreigner,  for  in- 
stance, who  is  chief  clerk  of  the  consulate  at  Liver- 
pool, is  in  reality  the  master  of  the  office,  and  so 
at  Havana,  particularly  if  he  happens  to  be  a  for- 
eigner, as  in  most  cases  he  is,  and  gets  to  under- 
stand the  business.  The  consul  himself  goes  out, 
as  a  general  rule,  every  four  years.  When  a  new 
consul  comes  in,  he  is  ignorant  of  the  business; 
he  knows  very  little  of  the  customs  of  lausiness 
and  of  business  transactions — perhaps  this  arises 
from  the  very  necessity  of  the  case — and  he  is  in- 
structed by  his  clerk,  and  when  he  is  absent,  as 
he  necessarily  is  on  many  occasions,  the  clerk  be- 
comes the  consul. 

In  this  state  of  things  it  is  considered  desira- 
ble by  the  State  Department  that  in  the  principal 
consulates  there  should  be  pupils  or  clerks  ap- 
pointed by  the  Department  who  shall  be  of  some 
permanent  character.  It  has  been  shown  by  ex- 
perience, as  I  have  said,  that  the  clerks  do  not 
change  with  the  changes  of  Administration. 
They  are  not  political  personages.  So  with  these 
consular  pupils;  they  would  go  out  as  youths  and 
learn  the  business;  and  the  belief  of  the  Depart- 
ment is  that  their  position,  from  the  necessities 
of  the  consulates  themselves,  would  necessarily 
be  in  a  great  measure  permanent,  and  if  anything 
more  was  necessary  in  order  to  keep  them  in  the 
office  than  the  pay  that  was  originally  provided 
for  them,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  paid  by  the 
consuls  themselves  out  of  their  salary  in  order 
to  retain  their  services,  as  they  pay  their  clerks 
now. 

It  was  believed,  therefore,  and  I  confess  my 
own  mind  came  to  that  conclusion,  that  the  an- 
ticipated difficulty  that  they  would  be  continually 
changed  was  not  in  reality  a  difficulty  to  be  ap- 
prehended; that,  from  the  very  situation  of  things, 
as  proved  by  experience  with  regard  to  the  clerks 
of  these  large  consulships,  they  would  be  in  their 
nature  permanent;  and  thus  we  should  have  our 
Own  citizens — and  an  officer  so  important  ought 
to  be  one  of  our  own  citizens,  in  these  large  con- 
sulates certainly — educated  to  the  business,  in  a 
position  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  and 
to  render  all  those  services  that  are  necessarily 
rendered  by  a  chief  clerk.  The  necessities  of  the 
consul  would  compel  him  to  retain  such  an  officer 
precisely  as  he  now  retains  a  clerk  under  the 
same  circumstances. 

Again,  sir,  we  have  had  a  large  increase  within 
the  last  few  years  of  our  consulates  abroad;  I 
mean  in  countries  where  the  English  language  is 
not  spoken.  We  have  several  very  important 
consulates  in  China,  consulates  which  we  pay 
very  inadequately.  Although  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  have  not  seen  fit  to  recommend  an  in- 
crease of  their  pay,  I  am  satisfied  that  some  of 
them  are  rendered  comparatively  valueless  from 
the  enormous  expense  they  are  at  and  the  inade- 
quateness  of  their  salary,  and  provision  ought  to 
bemadefor  them.  If  we  have  these  regular  clerks 
in  the  consulates,  the  belief  is,  selecting  intelli- 
gent and  tolerably  educated  youths,  tliat  they 
would  in  a  very  short  time  learn  the  language  of 
the  country,  and  thus  having  acquired  the  lan- 
guage and  a  knowledge  of  the  business  and  the 
customs  of  the  several  places  where  they  are,  they 
would  be  able  to  render  very  great  assistance,  and 
we  should  have  our  own  educatod  men  in  these 
importantconsulships  abroad,  in  China,  in  Japan, 
and  in  other  places. 

Sir,  these  are  very  positive  advantages;  and,  as 
I  said  before,  our  consular  system  is,  in  myjudg- 
nient,  fast  becoming  self-supporting.  Forthcser- 
vices  rendered — and  the  services  it  has  rendered 
during  this  war  have  been  of  infinite  consequence 
and  value  tp  the  country — it  is  the  poorest  paid 
and  the  cheapest  of  any*  branch  of  our  service 
whatever.  I  believe  that  we  are  not  drawing  upon 
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the  funds  of  the  country  to  any  extent  that  we 
shall  not  be  amply  repaid  for  by  making  the  small 
expenditure  necessary  to  raise  the  grade  of  our 
principal  consulates  and  ^et,  a  better  kind  of  ser- 
vice than  wo  have  "been  able  to  get  liillierto,  from 
tiie  very  fact  that  the  men  going  out  there  are  en- 
tirely unacquainted  with  their  business,  do  not 
speak  the  language  of  the  country  to  which  they 
are  sent,  and  are  forced  to  depend  upon  such  as- 
sistance as  they  can  pick  up  at  the  time  as  inter- 
preters, &c.,  in  order  to  get  along  at  all. 

I  believe  that  very  considerable  benefit  might 
be  derived  in  another  point  of  view.  I  have  a 
hope  that  the  intelligence  of  the  country  will 
bring  it  and  is  fast  bringing  it  to  the  conclusion, 
if  we  can  find  men  who  are  competent,  and  edu- 
cated to  the  business  of  attending  to  our  commer- 
cial affairs  abroad,  without  being  politicians  and 
partisans,  their  services  will  be  recognized  by  any 
Administration  that  may  come  into  power  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Government  itself,  and  that  where 
they  have  distinguished  themselves,  and  shown 
tiiat  they  are  abundantly  fit  for  the  business  to 
which  they  have  been  educated,  they  will  take  in 
these  important  places  the  places  themselves,  and 
be  able  to  render  us  vastly  better  service  than  we 
have  as  yet  received  from  any  quarter. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  known — and  1  am  sorry  to  say 
it — although  our  consular  and  foreign  services 
have  very  much  improved  in  many  particulars, 
that  the  consular  service  particularly  is  very  much 
inferior  to  the  consular  service  of  any  otlier  lead- 
ing people,  for  the  reason  that  we  make  these 
continual  changes,  and  that  we  do  not  educate 
our  men  to  the  business  for  which  we  send  them 
abroad.  Gentlemen  are  aware  that  the  commerce 
of  this  country  is  continually  increasing  and  en- 
larging; that  ourintercourse  with  foreign  nations 
is  becoming  more  and  more  extensive,  and  more 
and  more  complicated  and  intimate  every  day. 
The  war  has  developed — I  do  not  mean  that  it  is 
growing  in  time  of  war — the  absolute  necessity 
of  having  a  good  consular  service.  Why,  sir,  1 
will  venture  to  say  that  we  have  saved  more 
money  in  consequence  of  the  valuable  consular 
service  we  have  had,  in  Europe  particularly,  dur- 
ing this  war  than  would  pay  the  whole  expenses  of 
our  consular  system  five  times  over,  merely  from 
the  information  they  have  given  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  home,  and  which  has  been  improved  by 
the  vigilance  with  which  the  Government  has 
availed  itself  of  the  information  thus  furnished. 

I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  speak  at  any  length 
on  this  suljjcct.  1  simply  give  these  reasons  for 
the  change  of  o|iinion  which  I  confess  to  in  refer- 
ence to  this  particular  proposition.  I  believe  that 
thesmallapproprifition  asked  for  theappointment 
of  twenty-five  consular  clerks,  if  my  friend  from 
Iowa  prefers  to  call  them  clerks,  to  be  appropri- 
ated in  this  way  and  for  these  objects,  would  re- 
sult in  a  vast  deal  of  good,  and  that  the  evils  we 
apprehend,  as  they  are  stated  by  my  friend  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Collamer,]  are  more  in  appre- 
iiension  than  in  reality.  I  confess  that  I  agreed 
with  his  views  fully  at  the  time  this  subject  was 
first  considered;  but  more  careful  examination 
and  deliberation  and  consultation  have  convinced 
me  that  I  was  in  error. 

I  will  state,. moreover,  that  I  think  something 
is  due  to  the  experience  of  those  who  manage  our 
public  affairs.  I  think  it  ought  at  least  to  be  con- 
cluded that  th«y  have  the  same  amount  of  intel- 
ligence and  capacity  that  we  have,  man  for  man, 
and  tliat  they  have  been  in  a  condition  to  acquire 
more  information  than  we  have,  because  it  is  their 
peculiar  study.  We  find  that  three  Secretaries 
of  State — the  present  Secretary  and  his  two  pre- 
decessors—nil men  of  distinguished  ability,  all 
men  who  have  studied  this  subject  carefully,"  have 
been  consistent  and  urgent  in  recommending  that 
Congress  should  make  this  provision.  All  of 
them  have  made  communications  to  Congress  on 
the  subject.  Thev  have  become  satisfied  that 
great  good  will  follow.  From  the  considerations 
they  have  adduced  to  me,  and  the  weiglit  and  re- 
.-jpect  that  1  certainly  am  disposed  to  attach  to 
their  opinions,  strengthened  by  the  experience 
they  have  had,  I  am  willing  at  this  time  to  carry 
into  cffi-ct  their  wishes  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  When  I  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate yesterday  on  this  .subject,  I  staled  that  there 
was  somelhingof  n  tri.'ilofmind  in  differing  from 
the  opinion  of  tho.S(!  who  were  of  the  Adminixira- 
tion  thall  claimed  to  support,  and  1  always  differ 


from  them  with  yery  great  deference;  but  yetmy 
opinion — and  it  is  not  merely  my  opinion,  but  the 
opinion  wliich  was  entertained  by  botli  Houses 
by  large  majorities  when  this  subject  was  con- 
sidered— remaining  the  same,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
state  the  objections  which  existed  at  that  time, 
and  exist  now. 

The  honorable  Senator  frotn  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Sumner]  said  yesterday  the  great  merit  of 
this  proposition  was  that  it  was  an  attempt  by 
some  process  of  education  to  elevate  our  consular 
system;  and  that  that  was  the  purpose.  1  sup- 
pose, then,  the  design  is  to  create  some  degree  of 
permanency  in  the  employment  of  these  persons. 
Let  us  examine  that  for  a  moment.  These  con- 
suls have  clerks  of  their  own  hiring  now.  They 
make  no  complaintaboutitthat  I  know  of.  They 
understood  that  they  were  to  hire  them  when 
they  took  their  appointments.  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Chandler]  men- 
tioned the  case  of  the  consul  at  Manchester.  We 
adopted  yesterday  in  committee  an  amendment 
to  raise  his  salary,  and  we  do  not  want  this  prop- 
osition for  that  purpose.  It  is  said  the  consul  at 
Manchester  has  more  duties  to  perform  than  for- 
merly, and  I  can  easily  perceive  under  our  recent 
act  for  the  tripling  of  certificates  why  there  may 
be  occasion  for  raising  his  salary;  and  I  believe 
such  a  provision  was  voted  yesterday  and  put 
on  this  bill;  but  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  these 
clerks. 

It  has  been  said  over  and  over  again,  and  es- 
pecially much  reiterated  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumner,]  that  this 
appointment  of  consular  pupils  or  clerks  was  a 
feature  of  the  original  consular  and  diplomatic 
bill  of  1856.  What  if  it  was.?  It  is  said  that  the 
bill  itself  loses  its  consistency  by  leaving  this 
proposition  out,  because  the  salaries  were  fixed 
in  that  bill  with  reference  to  the  aid  which  might 
be  obtained  by  the  consuls  from  their  having 
boys  to  instruct.  The  salaries  of  consuls  were 
for  the  first  time  fixed  in  that  bill;  but  I  do  not 
know  how  anybody  can  say  that  the  salaries 
were  fixed,  that  is,  made  smaller,  because  they 
were  to  have  more  duties  to  perform,  to  instruct 
pupils.  That  I  do  not  believe.  It  is  a  fancy 
sketch.     There  is  nothing  in  it. 

But,  sir,  if  that  were  true,  apply  it  to  the  case 
in  hand.  The  argument  would  seem  to  be  this: 
you  have  given  these  fixed  salaries  to  consuls 
under  that  system,  and  now  you  strike  out  that 
provision  and  yet  you  do  not  raise  their  salaries. 
How  was  the  fact.'  This  provision  was  put  in 
the  consular  bill  of  1856,  and  was  repealed  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1857.  I  believe  every  consul  we  have  was 
appointed  under  the  law  that  had  that  clause  re- 
pealed out  of  it.  They  accepted  their  appoint- 
ments and  went  on  to  perform  their  duties  when 
that  was  not  the  law.  Therefore  there  is  nothing 
in  the  world  in  that  argument.  It  is  not  true  that 
these  consuls  were  appointed  under  a  law  which 
we  have  altered.  They  were  appointed  un'der  a 
law  that  had  that  alteration  already  made.  So 
much  for  that. 

The  question  recurs,  is  there  a  probability  of 
elevating  and  improving  the  condition  of  our  con- 
sulships by  the  appointment  of  these  pupils,  as 
you  call  them,  or  clerks?  The  great  point  is,  to 
secure  some  degree  of  permanency  in  the  duties 
of  the  office.  How  is  it  now?  We  are  assured 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine  that  the 
clerks  now  in  those  ofiices  are  permanent;  that 
practically  and  in  fact  they  do  not  change  with 
the  consuls,  that  experience  shows  you-  do  not 
change  them.  Then  you  propose  here  to  make 
a  law  to  change  them.  If  you  think  it  necessary 
that  the  clerks  should  be  American  citizens,  all 
you  liavc  to  do  is  to  pass  a  law  to  that  effect.  We 
can  provide  by  law  that  the  consul  shall  be  con- 
fined in  the  appointment  of  his  clerks  to  Ameri- 
can citizens. 

These  twenty-four  pupils  are  to  be  put  in  green 
to  help  the  consuls,  and  are  to  be  keptgreen,too, 
because  they  are  to  be  put  in  by  presidential  ap- 
pointment with  the  consular  appointments.  The 
appointments  arc  received  from  the  same  source 
and  subject  to  the  same  change.  Does  anybody 
suppose  that  that  provision  will  secure  perma- 
nency? The  very  nature  of  it  is  to  produce  a 
change,  and  it  would  seem,  if  anything  was  in- 
tended by  it,  that  a  law  wa.'s  now  to  be  made  to 
prevent  there  being  any  permanency,  flnd  to  ]iut 
the  (Jerks  or  pupils  on  the  footing  of  the  cousuls, 


who  are  changed,  of  course,  with  every  change 
of  Administration.  I  cannot  conceive  how  tliat 
will  induce  permanency. 

The  idea  has  been  thrown  out  that  these  men, 
when  they  have  become  acquainted  with  the- du- 
ties of  the  office  as  clerks,  will  be  elevated  to  the 
consulships.  I  ask  you,  sir,  to  look  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  Government,  and  tell  me  where  have 
you  ever  seen  a  clerk  in  a  Department  raised  to 
the  head  of  that  Department  no  matter  what  was 
the  measure  of  his  experience.  You  might  ap- 
point a  parcel  of  pupils,  as  you  call  them,  or 
clerks,  to  the  Senators  now  holding  seats  here,  to 
be  by  them  instructed,  in  order  to  elevate  the  con- 
dition and  learning  of  the  body  itself  in  due  time; 
and  how  many  of  them  do  you  suppose  would 
ever  be  elected  Senators?  And  yet  there  would 
be  much  more  likelihood  of  their  being  elected 
Senators,  as  I  thinic,  than  that  this  proposition 
would  secure  any  permanency  in  these  consul- 
ships, which  are  entirely  executive. 

It  is  said  the  amount  of  consular  intelligence  in 
the  different  places  needs  elevation;  but  the  ques- 
tion is,  will  this  proposition  tend  in  any  way  to 
produce  that  elevation,  when  the  young  men  have 
no  assurance  of  employment,  and  by  the  nature 
of  the  thing  cannot  have  ?  And  if  any  one  of  them 
should  be  appointed  a  consul,  it  would  be  with 
the  distinct  understanding  that  he  should  go  out 
of  Ojffice  at  the  next  presidential  election.  You 
secure  no  permanency  by  that. 

Indeed  the  whole  subject  could  not  be  better 
illustrated  than  by  one  of  Peter  Pindar's  poetical 
anecdotes.  Itisrelated  that  a  good  widow  brought 
her  boy  to  London  to  select  a  trade  to  which  he 
was  to  be  apprenticed.  She  gave  him  a  week  to 
look  about  the  city  everywhere  to  select  the  em- 
ployment. At  the  end  of  the  week  he  returned  to 
his  mother  and  told  her  that  he  had  concluded  to 
be  bound  apprentice  to  the  king.  He  had  looked 
around,  and  that  was  the  best  employment  he 
could  firyl  in  the  city.  [Laughter.]  Now,  where 
is  the  ludicrousness  of  the  anecdote?  Simply  that 
you  cannot  make  an  apprentice  into  a  king;  you 
never  could  and  never  would ;  and  there  is  exactly 
the  absurdity  of  this  proposition.  You  propose 
to  make  a  young  man  an  apprentice  to  a  consul- 
ship which  he  can  never  get,  and  if  he  should  get 
it  he  could  never  h-old  it. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  am  sure  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  does  not  desire  that  the  public  interest 
should  be  sacrificed  for  the  sake  of  a  joke.  I  would 
not  add  a  word  to  the  discussion  which  has  taken 
place  on  this  subject  if  I  did  not  feel  that  there 
was  a  necessity  for  something  to  be  done  in  be- 
half of  our  present  consular  system.  I  consider 
that  there  is  a  necessity  for  it.  No  one  will  dis- 
pute that  it  is  our  duty  and  our  interest  to  keep 
up  an  efficient  consular  system  abroad;  the  de- 
mands of  commerce  require  it.  There  can  be  no 
question  upon  that  subject.  Under  the  prescLt 
system  of  salaries  granted  to  our  consuls  abroad, 
an  eflicient  consular  system  cannot  be  kept  up. 
I  think  I  am  justified  in  making  this  declaration 
by  the  evidence  and  the  facts  which  have  been 
laid  before  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  this 
subject.  Why,  sir,  I  think  I  am  not  wide  of  the 
truth  when  I  state  that  some  twenty  or  thirty  of 
our  consuls  at  important  points  have  laid  before 
the  State  Department  applications,  which  have 
been  submitted  to  us,  for  an  increase  of  their  sal- 
aries, showing  by  actual  statements  and  figures 
that  they  cannot  remain  in  their  present  joosts  to 
serve  the  country,  no  matter  how  anxious  they 
were  originally  to  obtain  them,  upon  the  salaries 
now  given  to  them  by  the  Government.  They 
show  by  actual  statements  of  the  expense  of  liv- 
ing, of  the  amountof  house  rent,  and  the  expense 
'of  employing  additional  clerks  that  several  of  them 
do  not  receive  a  dollar  more  thati  is  sufficient  to 
pay  theirexpenses;  and  yet  they  are  required,  to 
a  certain  extent,  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  their 
Government  abroad,  and  to  entertain  travelers 
and  citizens  of  the  country  who  may  reach  the 
different  jilaces  where  they  are  stationed. 

This  evil  has  grown  so  extensive  that,  since  the 
present  Administration  has  come  into  power,  not- 
withstanding the  an.\iety  on  the  part  of  p'oliticinns 
to  obtain  these  positions,  we  have  confirmed  as 
many  as  three  different  consuls  to  the  same  place 
in  con.scquencc  of  resignations  growing  out  of  the 
inability  of  these  men  to  maintain  themselves  in 
the  positions  which  they  so  eagerly  desired.  Al- 
though, we  had  IX  rush  for  these  appointments 
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when  the  Administration  came  in,  the  rush  has 
been  almost  as  great  to  get  rid  of  some  of  them. 

Mr.  GRIiMES.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
inquire  whether  any  of  these  clerks  are  likely  to 
be  assigned  to  these  poor  consuls  who  resign? 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  1  am  not  prepared  to  sjay 
where  they  are  to  be  assigned;  but  in  many  in- 
stance.^  1  know  that  such  has  been  the  case  in  re- 
gard to  resignations. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Senator  will  allow  me  to 
ask  if  he  does  not  think  it  would  be  more  credit- 
able to  raise  at  once  the  salaries  of  our  consuls, 
who  are  so  poorly  paid  that  they  cannot  subsist, 
than  to  put  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  determine' for  us  to  what  particular  con- 
suls these  clerks  shall  be  assigned.' 

Mr.TEN  EYCK.  Mr.  President,  if  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  had  kept  his  patience  for  one  moment 
-^I  do  not  complain  of  his  question — he  would 
have  had  my  answer  to  the  question  he  proposed 
to  me  without  the  query  being  put.  I  was  about 
to  put  a  question  myself  to  the  Senator.  Under 
this  state  of  facts  what  is  to  be  done?  That  is 
the  practical  question.  Are  we  to  increase  the 
salaries  ofall  these  consuls  and  enable  them  to  em- 
ploy clerks  and  to  meet  these  expenses,  or  are  we 
to  suffer  the  salaries  to  i-emain  as  they  ai-e,  and  by 
the  appointment  of  these  consular  pupils,  who 
are  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  clerks,  enable  them 
to  remain  in  their  positions,  and  secure  to  us  more 
efficient  service  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government 
at  large  in  those  positions?  It  appeared  to  the 
committee  that  the  latter  was  the  better  course, 
and  the  mostjudiciousand  advisable;  that  it  would 
be  better  to  appoint  twenty  or  twenty-five  consu- 
lar clerks  or  pupils,  to  be  educated  to  the  perform- 
ance and  discharge  of  those  particular  duties,  than 
to  increase  tlie  salaries  of  the  consuls  themselves^, 
who  are  political  appointees  for  but  a  short  period 
of  time,  and  who,  whei\they  reach  their  positions, 
instead  of  educating  have  to  be  educated  them- 
selves in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

That  is  the  way  in  which  1  understand  the 
question.  I  cannot  add  a  word  to  what  was  so 
well  said  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  yes- 
terday and  by  the  Senator  from  Maine  to-day  on 
the  subject  of  havingan  educated  trained  body  of 
men  for  the  performance  of  this  duty  as  well  as 
for  the  performance  of  any  other  duty.  It  seems 
to  me  the  anecdote  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
would  strike  at  any  system  based  upon  the  same 
reasoning  that  this  amendment  is  based  upon. 
The  argument  is,  that  because  persons  desire  to 
be  bound  to  the  king,  and  all  cannot  be  made 
efficient  if  they  should  be  bound  to  the  king, 
therefore  no  person  whatever  is  to  be  educated 
for  the  performance  of  a  particular  branch  of  duty 
so  important  to  the  Government  as  this  is! 

We  think  this  plan  of  having  consular  pupils 
is  a  better  one.  We  think  that  these  men,  in  the 
absence  of  the  consul,  and  on  the  arrival  of  anew 
consul,  being  educated  and  qualified  for  the  per- 
formance of  riieir  duty,  will  be  of  more  importance 
than  an  increase  of  the  salary  of  these  consuls, 
to  be  changed,  perhaps,  by  every  Administration, 
and  not  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

It  did  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  there 
could  be  any  objection  on  the  score  of  expense. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  objection  with  respect  to 
the  expense  is  not  a  good  one  in  either  aspect  of 
the  case.  We  must  increase  the  salaries  of  the 
consuls  or  we  must  furnish  them  with  clerks. 
We  cannot  otherwise  get  along  with  this  branch 
of  the  public  service.  Owing  to  existing  rules 
and  reg^ulations,  as  has  been  well  said,  the  con- 
sular system  is  a  paying  institution.  There  has 
been  within  the  last  year  returned  from  fees  col- 
lected abroad  by  tliesc  consuls  perhaps  enough, 
or  nearly  enough,  to  pay  the  expense  of  their  sal- 
aries; so  that  it  does  not  matter  in  that  point  of 
view  whether  we  increase  the  salary  of  the  con- 
sul himself  and  let  him  hire  his  clerks,  to  pick  up 
raw  hands  and  take  them  with  him  when  he  sails, 
or  gather  them  abroad,  or  whether  we  pay  the 
salaries  of  Iwenty-five  consular  pupils.  Itseemed 
to  the  committee  that  the  money  thus  required  to 
be  paid  in  addition  would  be  better  appropriated, 
and  would  be  more  to  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  employment  of  consular  pupils  than 
by  its  being  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  consuls 
themselT(!S  to  be  appropriated  in  any  way  they 
see  fit.  We  thought  that  the  State  Department 
could  select  proper  and  suitable  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  these  places,  who,  by  reason  of  their 


duties  and  the  unlikelihood  of  their  being  subject 
to  political  changes,  would  render  better  service 
to  the  country  than  would  be  obtained  under  any 
other  system. 

Having  said  this,  and  having  taken  just  so  much 
time  as  I  thought  necessary  to  submit  the  prac- 
tical view  of  the  case,  involving  dollars  and  cents 
as  well  as  the  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  I  sub- 
mit the  matter  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PESSENDEN.  I  have  received  a  com- 
munication, addressed  to  me  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  this  subject,  and ,  with  the  leave  of  the  Senate, 
I  will  send  it  to  the  desk  to  be  read  by  the  Sec- 
retary. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  March  16,  1864. 

SiRi  Referring  to  my  coinmunication  addressed  to  you 
on  the  7th  of  January  last,  and  in  view  of  the  amendment 
which  lias  been  offered  by  you, at  theinstanceof  theCom- 
inillee  on  Finance,  to  restore  tlie  provisions  of  law  which 
formerly  authorized,  as  an  important  part  of  the  consular 
aysK-m,  the  appointment  of  consularpupils,  I  beg  leave  to 
iiivile  your  attention  to  the  consular  convention  between 
the  United  States  and  FraHce,  and  also  to  the  rejjulations 
for  the  government  of  consular  pupils  prescribed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  at  tlie  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Secretary  Marcy,  under  the  authority  conferred  by  the 
twenty-second  section  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular  act 
of  August  18,  1856. 

In  the  consular  convention  above  mentioned,  which  was 
negotiated  by  Mr.  Everett,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
of  my  predecessors,  whose  experience  in  the  diplomatic 
service  of  the  United  States  had  made  him  well  acquainted 
with  the  wants  of  the  consularservice,  the  term  "consular 
p\ipils"  (les  eleves  consuls)  first  occurs  in  our  diplomatic 
history.  It  was  provided  by  the  convention  that  "consular 
pupils  shall  enjoy  the  same  personal  privileges  and  im- 
munities as  consuls  general,  consuls,  vice  consuls,  or  con- 
sular agents. 

"In  case  of  death,  indisposition,  or  absence  of  the  latter, 
the  chansellors,  secretaries,  and  consular  pupils  attached 
to  their  offices,  shall  be  entitled  to  discharge  ad  interim 
the  duties  of  their  respective  posts;  and  shall  enjoy  while 
thus  acting  the  prerogatives  granted  to  the  incumbents. 

"The  respective  consuls  general,  consuls, vice  consuls, 
or  consular  agents,  as  well  as  their  consular  pupils,  chan- 
cellors, and  secretaries,  sliall  enjoy  in  the  two  countries  all 
the  other  privileges,  exemptions,  and  immunities  which 
may  at  any  future  time  be  granted  to  the  agents  of  the  same 
rank  of  the  most  favored  nation." 

This  convention  has  been  declared,  by  a  competent  Eng- 
lish writer,  to  be  "  tlie  most  complete  consular  convention 
ever  concluded,"  *  *  »  *  "and  likely  to  be 
taken  as  a  precedent  for  future  treaties  on  the  same  sub- 
ject." 

You  will  observe  that  in  the  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  consular  pupils,  who  must  be  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  prescribed  after  the  negotiation  of  the  con  vention 
with  France,  and  the  passage  of  the  law  abovv  mentioned, 
provision  is  made  for  the  examination  of  candidates  prior 
to  appointment  by  a  board  to  consist  of  three  examiners, 
oneof  tliem  tobothe  Assistant  Secretary  of  State;  the  mode 
of  examination,  the  subjects  on  which  the  pupils  are  to  be 
examined,  also  the  clerical  and  other  duties  of  such  pupils, 
are  carefully  indicated.  They  are  expected  to  "  prepare  or 
copy  such  portions  of  the  consularcorrespondence  with  the 
Department,  and  such  official  returns  and  reports  as  the 
principal  consular  officer  may  direct,  so  as  to  enable  the  De- 
partment to  judge  of  their  ability,  and  also  their  impro-*e- 
ment  in  consular  duties,  and  their  fitness  for  promotion  in 
the  consular  service." 

Quarterly  examinations  of  the  pupils,  especially  in  the 
Turkish  and  Chinese  languages,  are  required,  and  reports 
are  to  be  made  by  the  consular  officer  to  whom  these  pu- 
pils are  subject,  of  the  results  of  such  examinations.  The 
last  section  of  the  chapter  of  the  regulations  upon  this  sub- 
ject is  so  comprehensive  that  I  quote  it  entire: 

"  Diligence  in  the  discharge  of  their  consular  duties,  obe- 
dience to  the  instructions  of  the  consular  officer  to  whose 
consulate  they  are  assigned,  a  courteous  bearing  toward 
all  persons  having  business  with  the  consulate,  upi'ightness 
of  conduct  in  all  respects,  will  be  expected  from  consular 
pupils.  Disobedience,  neglect  of  duty,  the  abuse  of  their 
credit  in  pecuniary  transactions,  or  exceptionable  moral 
conduct,  will  be  followed  by  the  revocation  of  their  com  mis- 
sions. Consular  pupils  possessing  the  requisite  qualifica- 
tions, and  exhibiting  an  aptitude  for  the  consular  service, 
who  have  been  faithl'ul  in  the  performance  of  their  consular 
duties,  will  from  time  to  time  be  recommended  to  the  Presi- 
dent for  promotion." 

Other  nations,  especially  Great  Britain  and  France,  have 
found  in  the  extension  of  their  commercial  intercourse,  the 
advantage  of  training  up  such  aclass  of  public  oflicers.  At 
the  present  time  Great  Britain  has  in  China  alone  seven- 
teen student  interpreters,  officers  corresponding  with  our 
title  of  consular  pupils,  fifteen  assistants,  and  four  inter- 
preters; in  Slam  two  student  ititerpreters,  two  assistants, 
and  one  interpreter;  in  Japan  six  student  interpreters,  six 
assistants,  anil  five  interjireters.  From  time  to  time  pro- 
motions are  made  from  the  class  of  student  interpreters  into 
that  of  assistants,  and  afterwards  of  interpreters.  Thus, 
Mr.  Pedder,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  list,  was  appointed 
student  interpreter  at  Canton,  February  17,  1848,  assist- 
ant Jaly  1,  1851,  interpreter  March  12, 1855,  and  ho  Is  now 
acting  consul  at  Amoy. 

tt  is  believed  that  if  the  authority  bo  given  to  appoint 
consular  pupils  it  will  eventually  lead  to  the  discontinuance 
of  the  practice  which  lias  herc'tolbre  prevailed,  allhough 
discountenanced  by  the  Department,  of  cmiiloyiiig  foreign 
clerks,  who  can  be  obtained  at  low  rates  of  compensation, 
to  assist  in  the  discharge  of  consular  duties.  The  abuses 
growing  out  of  this  courae  led  one  of  my  predecessors. 


Governor  Marcy.  to  issue  a  regulation  that  "  where  it  is 
practicable,  no  other  than  citizens  of  the  United  States 
arc  to  be  intrusted  with  the  performance  of  any  consular 
act,  and  consular  clerks  only  employed  who  owe  allegiance 
to  this  Government;  the  records  of  the  United  States  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  consuls  are  to  be  kept  from  the  pe- 
rusal of  all  aliens." 

"  In  my  opinion,"  said  Mr.  Hawthorne,  the  late  consul 
at  Liverpool,  "the  whole  staff  of  clerks  should  be  appoint- 
ed, not  by  the  consul,  but  by  the  State  Department,  of  which 
they  should  be  the  servants,  and  not  removable  by  the  con- 
sTil  except  on  grounds  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
With  clerks  of  my  own  selection,  I  would  engage  to  com- 
mit deialcations  to  tlie  extent  of  at  least  one  half  of  the  re- 
ceipts of  tlie  office,  without  the  possibility  of  proof  against 
me.  No  man  ought  to  be  exposed  to  so  great  a  temptation 
as  this.  Many  men  will  certainly  yield  to  it;  and  those 
who  do  not  yield  will  find  itditficult  to  make  their  integrity 
manifest.  I  may  remark  also  that  the  consular  business 
requires  special  instruction  and  familiarity  with  it." 

As  an  illustration  of  the  truth  of  this  statement,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  printed  report  of  the  Fifth  Auditor, 
dated  November  29, 1861,  in  wliicli  he  stated  that  the  imme- 
diate successor  to  Mr.  Hawthorne  in  the  consulate  atLiver- 
pool  "  became  a  large  defaulter  to  the  Government,  spent  all 
the  funds  he  could  reach,  neglected  the  payment  of  claims 
for  food,  clothing,  and  medical  attendance  of  our  sick  and 
destitute  seamen,  and  by  a  course  of  plunder  and  profligacy 
unequaled  in  our  consular  history  contracted  public  and 
private  debts  which  probably  exceeded  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars."  Such  a  course  of  proceeding  could  not  have 
been  conducted  for  years  had  the  office  been  inovidcd  with 
a  clerk  or  pupil,  appointed  by  the  President  and  responsible 
to  this  Deparlineijt. 

By  way  of  contrast  I  may  state  that  the  present  consul 
at  the  same  port,  Mr.  Dudley,  paid  into  the  Treasury  last 
year  (1863)  $19,908  58,  the  amount  of  consular  fees  col- 
lected by  him.  During  the  same  period  there  w^'^  \>a.\A  by 
masters  of  vessels  into  the  consulate,  on  account  of  extra 
wages  for  seamen  discharged,  the  sum  of  $50,915  2^,  of 
which  the  sum  of  $1,561  81  only  was  paid  for  the  relief  of 
seamen,  and  $32,270  73  paid  to  the  seamen  on  wliose  ac- 
count the  same  had  been  exacted,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$18,644  49,  which  has  been  fully  accounted  for,  belonging 
to  the  Government. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  intelligent,  well-educated 
young  men,  if  appointed  consular  pupils  will  not  continue 
long  in  the  consular  service.  To  this  objection  the  reply 
may  be  made  that  during  the  whole  period  of  their  service 
they  are  not  being  simply  educated  at  the  public  expense, 
but  are  rendering,  in  the  clerical  duties  which  theyperform, 
a  full  equivalent  for  thecompensation  which  they  receive. 
Even  if  they  retire  from  the  consular  service  their  educa- 
tion is  not  lost  to  the  country,  and  from  time  to  time  it  will 
be  found  hereafter  that  they'will  be  selected  to  fill  import- 
ant positions  abroad  in  the  diplomatic  and  consular  ser- 
vice, in  consequence  of  their  practical  acquaintance  with 
commercial  questions  and  their  knowledge  of  the  language 
and  customs  of  the  people  among  whom  they  may  be  sent 
to  represent  the  United  States. 

In  fact,  however,  the  instances  even  now  are  not  nnfre- 
quent  when  young  men  entering  the  diplomatic  and  con- 
sular service  have  made  themselves  so  useful  as  to  be  con- 
tinued through  all  Administrations  of  Government. 

The  secretary  of  legation  and  dragoman  of  the  United 
States  at  Constantinople  went  thither  a  mere  youth,  with 
Commodore  Porter,  our  first  diplomatic  representative  at 
the  Porte,  and  has  been  continued  there  ever  since. 

Every  consul  general  appointed  to  Havana  has  found  it 
Indispensable  to  retain  the  services  of  Mr.  Savage,  as  vice 
consul  general,  at  the  rate  of  $2,000  per  annum,  which  is 
paid  by  the  consul  general  from  his  own  compensation. 
Mr.  Savage  entered  the  consulate  nearly  twenty  years  ago 
a  mere  copying  clerk;  and  for  nearly  half  the  time  during 
the  last  ten  years  has  efficiently  and  judiciously  performed 
the  responsible  and  delicate  duties  of  tliat  important  post. 

Consul  W.  H.  Vesey  commenced  his  consular  service 
nearly  forty  years  ago  as  a  copying  clerk  in  the  consulate 
at  Havre.  After  a  term  of  service  there  he  was  transferred 
to  the  St.  Ubes,  in  the  capacity  of  consul,  and  thence  suc- 
cessively to  the  more  important  consulates  of  Lisbon,  Ant- 
werp, and  Havre ;  and  lastly  to  Aix-la-Chapellej  the  most 
important  consulate  in  Prussia. 

These  Instances,  and  others  which  might  be  mentioned, 
which  are  exceptional  under  the  present  defective  system, 
will,  it  Is  believed,  become  the  rule  when  it  Is  seen  that 
the  consular  service  really  offers  a  career  in  which  the  com- 
pensation, though  moderate,  is  certain, and  the  position  re- 
spectable and  useful. 

In  my  former  communication  I  adverted  to  the  increase 
of  labor  and  expense  which  is  now  required  from  consuls 
through  the  system  of  triplicate  invoices.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  however,  I  have  carefully  abstained  from  recom- 
mijnding  any  increase  of  the  consular  compensation,  judg- 
ing it  proper,  in  the  present  exigencies  of  the  Treasury, 
that  provision  should  be  limited  to  such  incidental  relief  as 
might  be  given  by  the  appointment  of  consular  pupils  or 
clerks  at  those  consulates  where  the  labor  has  been  made 
the  greatest. 

Tlie  chief  value  of  the  system  of  triplicate  invoices,  by 
which  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  will  be  di- 
rectly paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  from  the 
increase  of  consular  fees  from  this  source  alone,  aside  from 
the  protection  which  It  gives  to  the  rev(mue  in  preventing 
undervaluation,  depends,  as  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  tlie 
Treasury,  "  upon  the  integrity  of  tlie  consular  seal  and  cer- 
tificate, which  should  be  put  beyond  all  possible  question, 
or  the  provisions  of  tlie  act  of  3d  of  March,  1863,  may  be 
defeated." 

The  employment  in  the  consulates  as  chief  clerks  of  ed- 
ucated young  men,  holding  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
In  preference  to  aliens,  will  go  very  far  toward  the  accom- 
lilishnient  of  the  objects  contemplated  liy  the  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servar't, 

VVlLLIAM  H.  SEVVAUD. 
Hon.  Wif.i.iAM  Pitt  Fkssenukn,  Cliairman  of  Ihc   Com- 

mitiecon  Finance,  United  States  Scnalc. 

Tiie  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
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agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

Theamendmunttoihe  tune ndmeiit  was  rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  COLLAiMER.  On  that  question  I  desire 
to  have  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I -shall  detain  the  Senate 
but  a  moment  or  two  in  expressing  my  views  on 
this  subject.  I  was  a  member  of  tlie  House  of 
Representatives  when  this  subject  was  there  fully 
considered,  and  tlie  debate  made  quite  an  impres- 
sion on  my  mind.  Tiie  consular  bill  was  prepared 
by  Mr.  IXIarcy,  I  believe,  and  passed  the  House 
■without  debate  and  withouta  reading.  That  was 
in  the  summer  of  185G.  In  the  appro[n-iation  bills 
the  following  winter  there  was  an  ap[)rc)priation 
made  for  consular  pupils,  and  the  question- arose 
for  the  first  lime  in  that  House  upon  this  appro- 
priation. It  was  discussed  at  some  lengtli.,  quite 
a  number  of  members  taking  part  in  the  discus- 
sion, and  after  I'till  deliberation  the  appropriation 
was  stricken  out  by  a  very  large  vote.  An  amend- 
ment was  offered  in  the  Senate  to  insert  it,  and 
after  considerable  discussion  the  amendment  was 
rejected  and  the  appropriation  failed;  and  a  sec- 
ond section  was  adopted  and  added  to  the  bill  re- 
pealing the  old  law.  So  the  consular  pupils  have 
never  been  adopted  as  a  part  of  our  system. 

The  chief  part  of  the  communication  just  read 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  refers  to  the  regula- 
tions in  regard  to  United  States  consuls.  'I'hose 
I'egulations  were  prepared  immediately  after  the 
passage  of  the  law  and  before  the  repeal  of  that 
provision  of  it.  Tlierc  is  no  reference  in  those 
regulations  to  consular  pupils  except  in  one  sec- 
tion, in  which  it  is  said  that  the  same  laws  shall 
govern  the  intercourse  and  rights  and  duties  of 
consuls,  consular  clerks,  and  consular  pupils. 
Tliere  is  no  other  reference  made  to  them  excejit 
in  the  one  section  whicii  was  read  by  the  Senator 
from  Maine  yesterday. 

In  my  view  of  it,  this  is  simply  a  mode  of  rais- 
ing the  salaries  of  our  consuls  abroad.  I  remem- 
ber when  this  Admini:?tration  came  into  power 
we  were  all  run  down  by  ex-members  of  Con- 
gress, by  retired  politicians,  by  persons  who  had 
distinguished  themselves  as  active  political  agents 
in  the  different  States,  who  were  very  desirous  to 
get  consulates  because  they  were  the  best  paid 
offices  under  the  Government.  The  argument  that 
is  so  often  made  for  the  increase  of  salaries  does 
not  apply  to  consuls,  because  their  salaries  are 
paid  in  gold;  they  do  not  suffer  from  the  de[n-ecia- 
lion  of  paper  money;  and  the  consuls  are  now  as 
well  paid  as  any  other  officers  of  the  Government. 

Tlie  Secretary  of  State  alludes  to  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Tucker  proved  to  be  a  grea^t  defaulter.  That 
very  consul  received  the  highest  salary  paid  to 
any  consul  abroad.  So  if  there  is  any  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  the  instance  of  Mr.  Tucker,  it 
certainly  is  against  high  salaries.  He  was  con- 
sul at  Liverpool,  if  I  remember  aright,  and  he  re- 
ceived ljj7,500a  year,  the  largest  sum  paid  to  any 
consul  abroad,  and  yet  that  was  not  sufficient,  it 
seems. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  He  was  a  bad  character,  as 
the  Senator  knows  very  well. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Then  why  is  that  particu- 
lar case  cited  here  and  made  the  basis  of  an  argu- 
ment? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  If  the  Senator  had  un- 
derstood the  communication,  he  would  have  seen 
that  tlie  argument  was  simply  that  these  consular 
I)Upils  or  clerks  would  be  recognized  as  a  part  of 
the  system  with  the  rights  appertaining  to  consuls, 
and  that  having  been  brought  up  in  tlie  office  or 
been  put  into  the  office  they  would  liavc  adefiliite 
])osilion,  and  that  frauds  cannot  be  committed 
without  their  knowledge,  and  thai,  if  properly  se- 
lected, they  would  form  a  check.  Instead  of li a viiig 
foreignrr.s  and  jicrsons  who  are  merely  hired  by 
the  consul  iiimself  and  dependent  on  liim,  these 
pupils  or  clerks  being  officers  of  the  Goveriunenl, 
and  paid  by  the  GoV(;rinneiit,  would  form  a  ciieck 
on  dishonestconsuls,  and  frauds  could  not  be  per- 
petrated without  theii-  luiowledge,  and  in  some 
cases  the  Government  might  be  .spared  from  in- 
siances  such  as  was  that  of  Mr.  Beverly  Tucker. 
That  is  the  argument. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  seems  tome  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  lias  already  answered  thatsuf- 
ficicntly.      These  consular  pupils  would   be  no 


check  upon  frauds.  They  are  appointed  by  the 
same  power;  they  are  changed  by  the  same 
power;  they  are  not  likely  to  be  more  durable. 
The  pressure  that  will  be  continually  made  upon 
a  new  Administration  for  these  appointments  will 
always  compel  the  appointing  power  to  appoiat 
politicians  to  these  offices.     It  ought  not  to  be  so. 

I  repeat  that  the  view  which  I  take  of  this  prop- 
osition is  that  it  is  simply  a  mode  of  increasing 
the  salaries  of  our  consuls  abroad.  They  now 
pay  for  their  necessary  clerk  hire.  Under  this 
system  the  Government  would  pay  that  clerk  hire 
for  them.  They  are  now  among  the  best  paid 
officers  of  the  Government.  They  demand  an  in- 
crease of  pay,  I  know,  but  that  in  a  great  measure 
grows  out  of  the  fact  that  they  are  unfitted  for 
their  office  by  their  previous  habitsand  education. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  gentlemen  familiar  with  com- 
merce, men  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of 
consuls,  might  be  selected  for  their  merits  alone 
and  sent  to  these  different  places  and  perform  the 
duties  of  consuls  well  and  faithfully.  The  trouble 
is  that  a  great  many  of  the  men  who  are  selected 
cannot  perform  any  portion  of  the  duties  them- 
selves, but  are  compelled  to  rely  on  others,  and 
therefore,  perhaps,  do  not  find  their  salaries  suf- 
ficient. I  do  not  believe  that  this  proposed  in- 
crease of  their  salaries,  for  that  is  all  it  amounts 
to,  will  furnish  the  remedy. 

There  is  another  reason.  There  is  now  a  strong 
inclination  to  biing  up  all  the  old  exploded  prop- 
ositions of  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years;  and  with 
the  exception  of  the  Cherokee  claim  I  believe 
nearly  every  one  of  them,  in  some  form  or  other, 
is  before  Congress  now.  I  think  we  ought  to  re- 
sist any  new  expenditure  now  above  all  other 
times.  If  the  Committee  on  Commerce  will  re- 
port a  system  of  increased  fees  to  be  levied  upon 
our  commerce  abroad  so  as  to  make  the  consular 
system  pay  its  own  way,  it  would  be  well  enough 
to  give  these  officers  additional  compensation  if 
it  shall  become  necessary;  but  until  that  is  done, 
I, for  one,  will  notvoteforany  increased  compen- 
sation to  these  officers.  The  idea  of  calling  them 
"  consular  pupils"  is  derived  from  the  old  law.  I 
think  they  will  be  very  poorly  taught.  Our  con- 
suls abroad  are  scarcely  fit  to  teach  them.  1  know 
two  or  three  consuls  abroad  who  are  very  excel- 
lent officers.  I  know  a  gentleman  from  Maine 
who  is  consul  at  London  who  undoubtedly,  from 
his  education,  from  his  long  habits  as  a  commer- 
cial man,  being  an  excellent  merchant,  is  an  ex- 
cellent consul.  But  there  are  many  of  our  con- 
suls abroad  who  do  not  know  anything  more 
about  the  laws  of  commerce,  the  laws  of  finance, 
and  the  laws  of  trade,  than  any  othergood,  plain, 
country  county-court  lawyer  m  the  West. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  shall  claim  the  Sena- 
tor's vote  for  this  amendment  by  his  own  admis- 
sion. He  says  that  if  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce will  get  up  a  scheme  by  which  the  consular 
system  shall  be  self-sustaining  he  will  vote  for  it. 
That  is  precisely  what  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce did  one  year  ago.  By  the  new  system  of 
triplicate  certificates,  over  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  perannum  has  been  added  to  the  consular 
receipts  abroad,  and  the  consular  system  to-day, 
if  not  self-sustaining,  is  very  nearly  so,  and  will 
be  so  in  a  time  of  peace  from  its  own  receipts. 

The  Senator  says  that  the  consuls  are  paid  in 
gold.  That  is  true,  but  they  collect  that  gold. 
The  gold  in  which  they  are  paid  they  receive 
themselves  from  the  fees  paid  into  lhi.>ir  office.  It 
does  not  come  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Senator  says  that  the  consuls  are  the  best 
paid  of  any  officers  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If  he  will  read  the  mass  of  papers  in  the 
room  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  he  will 
find  that  there  is  scarcely  a  single  consul  of  the 
United  States  who  receives  in  the  way  of  salary 
his  subsistence  to-day.  Take,  for  example,  the 
consul  at  Manchester,  who  receives  ^2,000  a  year 
salary  and  ^200  office  rent.  The  actual  expenses 
of  his  office  are  more  than  the  whole  recei|)ts. 
Under  the  old  system,  the  consul  at  Manchester 
ran  the  Government  in  debt  ijjil, 000  per  annum. 
Under  the  new  systrmi  tiiat  consulate  pays  •jjl.'), 000 
]>cr  annum  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
At  Lyons  the  same  thing  is  true,  though  not  to 
so  great  an  extent.  The  labor  of  the  consuls  has 
been  in  many  cases  quadrupled,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  Manchester  consulate  increased  more  than' 
one  hundred  fold.    The  compensation  wao estab- 


lished under  the  old  system  while  the  labor  was 
very  slight.  Under  the  new  system,  which  makes 
that  office  self-sustaining,  the  clerical  labor  is  im- 
mense. The  consul  at  Manchester  writes  to  .me 
that  he  is  now  compelled  to  employ  two  clerks 
and  needs  a  third,  whereas,  under  the  old  system, 
he  could  do  all  the  business  hjmself.  In  all  our 
consular  establishments  the  labor  has  been  im- 
mensely increased,  and  the  system  is  becoming 
self-sustaining.  1  trust  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
will  carry  out  his  pledge  and  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  [  know  a  little  more 
about  the  receipts  from  consuls  than  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  does.  The  system  is  not  self- 
sustaining  by  a  good  many  dollars. 

Mr.  CFIANDLER.     1  said  very  nearly  so. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Well,  it  is  not  very  nearly  /■ 
so,  as  the  Senator  will  find  on  examination.  Un- 
doubtedly the  system  adopted  a  year  ago  does 
bring  in  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  more 
than  we  received  before.  I  think  the  Secretary 
so  estimates.  Still  the  consular  system  is  very 
far  from  being  self-sustaining.  That  additional 
sum  is  paid  in  at  a  very  few  ports.  The  one 
named  by  the  Senator,  Manchester,  1  believe  does 
show  a  very  large  increase  of  receipts;  baton  his 
motion,  I  tliink  we  have  already  raised  the  com- 
pensation of  the  consul  at  Manchester.  The  in- 
creased receipts,  I  think,  are  confined  toa  few  lead- 
ing ports  where  a  great  number  of  entries  of  ex- 
portations  to  this  country  are  made. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  "It  is  wherever  we  pur- 
chase and  have  shipments  made,  because  all  in- 
voices are  now  required  to  be  in  triplicate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  knows  that 
the  great  body  of  our  importations  are  from  com- 
paratively i&w  ports. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  is  not  confined  toafew 
ports,  because  we  impor^.from  a  great  many. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  regulation  is  extensive, 
of  course,  but  the  importations  into  this  country 
are  from  coijiparatively  few  ports.  The  system 
is  not  self-sustaining.  Where  there  are  special 
cases  in  regard  to  particular  consulates,  where 
there  are  facts  showing  that  tlie  salary  ought  to 
be  increased  for  any  reason,  we  have  done  it;  and 
I  will  here  remark  that  the  salaries  of  a  large  num- 
ber, and  I  think  a  considerable  majority,  of  the 
consuls  have  been  increased  since  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  1856.  That  is  not  so  in  regard  to  some 
of  the  leading  consulates,  but  the  salaries  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  consuls  have  been  increased,  and 
very  many  of  them  have  been  transferred  from 
the  list  of  fee  consulates  to  that  of  salary  consul- 
ates. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  In  many  of  those  cases  M 
we  have  made  money  by  the  transfer,  the  fees  fl 
amounting  to  more  than  the  salary.  ^ 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  complain  of  it.  I 
only  mention  it  to  show  that  there  is  no  illiber- 
ality  in  regard  to  this  matter;  that  where  the  facts 
show  that  the  salary  of  a  consul  ought  to  be  in- 
creased we  have  done  it.  I  believe  this  systen^k 
will  simply  put  into  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment abroad  twenty-five  young  men,  at  a  salary 
in  paper  money,  because  tliat  is  our  standard  here, 
of  0,620,  at  a  time  when  they  can  serve  their 
country  better  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
if  they  are  fit  for  the  position  to  which  they  arc 
to  be  assigned. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  I  am  unwill- 
ing to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate;  but  as  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  did  me  the  honor  to  crit- 
icise what  I  said  last  evening,  perhaps  the  Senate 
will  pardon  me  if  I  make  a  very  few  words  of 
reply.  I  listened  to  that  distinguished  Senator 
carefully 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Before  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  goes  on,  I  trust  that  he  will  allow 
me  to  refer  to  the  figures  as  to  the  matter  in  dis- 
pute between  the  Senatorfrom  Michigan  and  my- 
self. I  have  now  before  me  the  finance  report, 
which  shows  that  the  amount  of  salaries  paid  to 
our  consuls,  including  exchange,  is  $,405,400  37, 
and  the  amount  of  fees  received  !|jl52,982  94,  leav- 
ing a  balanceof  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  need  only 
refer  to  the  bill  under  consideration,  which  a|)pro- 
priates  for  consuls,  including  the  consular  pupils, 
!|^477,500.  The  amount  of  fees  received,  accord- 
ing to  the  calculation,  will  be  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
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Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  wished  simply  to  show 
that  the  consular  system  is  not  half  scH'-suppoit- 
ing. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  was  saying  that  I  listened 
carefully  to  what  foil  from  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, as  we  always  listen  to  him;  and  that,  so  far 
as  I  understood,  it  resolved  itself  into  two  argu- 
ments— one  founded.on  a  misapprehensioif  and 
the  other  founded  on  a  jest.  1  address  myself  to 
those  twoarguments  in  tlieirorder, and  first  to  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  founded  on  a  misappre- 
hension. 

The  Senator  attributed  to  me  something  cer- 
tainly which  1  never  intended  to  say,  and  which 
1  believe  I  did  not  say.  He  attributed  to  me  an 
argument  that  ujider  the  existing  statute  there 
was  a  contract,  exfiress  or  implied,  between  the 
Government  and  consuls  to  the  effect  that  these 
consular  pupils  should  be  appointed. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.     I  said  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  understood  the  Senator's 
argument  to  go  to  that  extent. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  did  not  suggest  that  the 
thing  resolved  itself  into  a  contract  in  any  way. 
I  never  intimated  a  word  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  understood  the  Senator  to 
use  the  term  "contract." 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  did  not;  nor  did  I  say 
that  the  gentleman  had  intimated  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  As  I  understood  the  Senator, 
he  attributed  to  me  this  argument:  that  I  had  in- 
sisted that,  under  the  existing  statute,  consuls 
when  they  entered  into  the  service  had  a  right  to 
expect  the  appointment  of  these  pupils;  and  he 
at  least  intimated,  if  he  did  not  assert,  that  I 
seemed  to  recognize-something  in  the  nature  of  a 
contract. 

Mr.  COLLAMER. '  I  said  no  such  thing.  1 
said  that  t  understood  the  gentleman's  ai'gument 
to  be  that  the  pupils  were  a  part  of  the  original 
system  contained  in  the  law,  and  that  the  salaries 
of  consuls  which  were  fixed  in  tliat  law  were 
fixed  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  these 
pupils,  as  well  as  to  other  things. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     That  was  my  argument. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  said  that  was  the  gen- 
tleman's argument.  I  said,  however,  that  that 
argument  could  not  apply  to  this  case,  because, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  consuls  now  appointed  had 
been  appointed  after  that  section  was  repealed. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well;  it  comes  back 
then  to  where  1  placed  it,  that  the  Senator  attrib- 
uted to  me  an  argument  that  we  are  bound  as  by 
a  contract  to  these  consuls,  by  an  understanding, 
by  an  arrangement,  by  something  or  other — that 
we  are  bound  to  these  consuls.  1  never  intended 
to  suggest  any  such  thing,  nor  do  I  think  that  I 
said  anything  from  which  that  idea  could  be  de- 
duced. All  that  I  did  say — this  is  my  answer  to 
the  Senator — was  that  when  the  statute  was  ori- 
ginally prepared,  the  provision  for  consular  pu- 
pils was  an  essential  part  of  it;  that  it  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  complement  to  the  other  part  relating 
to  the  consular  salaries,  and  that  when  the  part 
relating  to  consular  j^upils  was  struck  out,  the 
uniformity  and  completeness  and  harmony  of  the 
system  was  imfiaired.  Tliat  was  what  I  said, 
and  my  argument  was  that  it  was  our  duty  now 
to  restore  the  statute  to  its  original  character,  or 
otherwise  we  should  be  obliged  to  enter  perhaps 
upon  an  indefinite  system  of  raising  consularsal- 
arics,  because  the  original  salaries  were  graduated 
with  reference  to  the  existence  of  this  system  of 
consular  pupils.  So  far  as  the  Senator  attributed 
to  me  anytliing  different  from  this,  he  was  under 
a  misapprehension. 

But  the  other  argument  of  the  Senator,  as  I 
said,  was  founded  on  a  jest.  It  was  an  excellent 
jest;  I  enjoyed  it;  but  the  Senator  will  pardon 
me  if  I  say  that  I  do  not  think  it  was  entirely 
applicable  to  the  case.  Was  it  applicable  at  all? 
Can  any  one  doubt  that  consular  pupils  entering 
into  this  system  may  rcasonal)ly  expect  prefer- 
ment under  the  Government.'  I  know  well  that 
political  considerations  may  interfere.  They  in- 
terfere in  every  walk  of  life.  Will  tliey  interfere 
in  this  walk  of  life  more  than  in  others .'  There 
will  be  an  honorable  avenue  opened  before  them, 
and  even  should  there  be  impediments  such  as 
the  Senator  imagines,  I  do  not  find  in  those  any 
sufficient  reason  for  us  now  to  hesitate  in  adopting 
the  proposed  system.  Let  us  make  a  beginning; 
and  if  it  is  found  to  work  badly,  wc  can  change  it. 
The  endeavor  is  in  the  right  direction,  and  that  is 


enough.  Because  a  youth  may  not  be  the  appren- 
tice of  a  king,  it  does  not  follow  tlmt  he  may  not 
be  the  apprentice  of  an  American  consul. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
concurring  in  the  amendments  made  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  20,  nays  16:  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthnnj',  Chandler,  Coiinrps,  Cowan, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,Fe?senilcn,  [Janis,  Howard,  tinwe,  Lane 
of  Kiinsa;?,  Moifriui,  Rlorrill,  I'onieroy,  Sunnier, Ton  Eyck, 
Trnmlinll,  Van  Winkle,  VVillcy,  and  Wilson— 'JO. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Browii,  UUckalew,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Foster,  Grimes,  Harding,  Harlan,  Honilricks,  Johnson, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Powell ,  Riddle,  Saulsbury ,  Slierman,  and 
Wade— 16. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
Senate  nowacton  ihecorrespondingamendment, 
which  is  an  additional  section  to  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  amendment 
will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

Seo.  —  Jlndbe  it  further' enacted.  That  the  second  sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  consular  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  tin;  Govcrnmetit 
for  the  ypar  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1858,"  approved  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1657,  be,  and  the  same  is  Jiei'eby,  repealed. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  now  to  have 
a  separate  vote  upon  the  three  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  increasing 
the  salaries  of  consuls.  I  make  the  request  be- 
cause I  want  some  information  on  the  subject, 
which  I  believe  the  committee  are  now  prepared 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  Chair 
will  put  the  question  on  concurring  in  all  the 
amendments  made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
except  those  which  jiave  been  designated  by  tlie 
Senator  from  Maine  for  a  sepai-ate  vote. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in.  '' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  first  amend- 
ment upon  which  a  separate  vote  is  requested  is: 

And  the  salary  of  the  consul  at  Nassau  shall  bo  ^4,000, 
to  commence  at  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I    propose  to  amend    that 
amendment  by  adding  at  the  close  of  it  the  woi'ds 
"during  tlic  |iresent  rebellion." 
The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
is  on  concuiring  in  this  amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  On  the  question  of  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  consul  at  Nassau  the  evidence 
consists  of  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  asking  for  it,  and  a  very  full  statement 
from  the  consul  himself,  in  which  he  states  the 
additional  duties  which  have  been  imposed  on  him 
by,  the  recent  act  of  Congress  requiring  triplicate 
certificates,  and  states  that  a  very  great  amount 
of  duty  has  been  imfiosed  upon  him  growing  out 
of  our  present  troubles.  There  is  also  a  memo- 
rial addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
by  persons  who  sign  themselves  "citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America  residing  or  visiting  at 
Nassau,  New  Providence,"  in  which  they  cor- 
roborate this  view  of  the  case,  and  say  that  his 
duties  are  very  onerous,  and  particularly  so  at  the 
present  time,  and  that  this  position  is  very  im- 
portant to  the  Government. 

There  is  another  communication  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  communicating  a  petition  from 
persons  who  represent  themselves  as  presidents 
of  insurance  companies,  in  which  they  ^o  very 
largely  into  the  duties  imposed  on  this  consul  and 
the  expenses  incident  to  them,  and  particularly 
the  importance  of  the  post,  antl  all  of  them  ask- 
ing that  the  salary  may  be  increased,  and  repre- 
senting that  in  their  judgment  the  interests  of  the 
service  detnand  it. 

I  believe  this  is  substantially  the  statement  of 
facts  verified  by  these  papers.  They  are  quite 
lengthy,  but  if  their  reading  be  desired,  1  shall 
send  them  to  tlie  Cliair  to  be  read. 

It  will  b.e  seen  that  the  proposed  increase  of 
salary  is  from  |i:2,000  to  §4,000  perannuni;  but  it 
is  limited — and  such  was  the  vote  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce — to  the  present  condition  of  af- 
fairs, during  the  rebellion.  The  committee,  on 
a  very  thorough  examination,  were  induced  to 
make  this  recommendation  notwithstanding  their 
general  disposition  not  to  increase  salaries  at  all. 
We  adopted  that  as  a  rule,  and  wc  adhered  to  it 
in  every  case  rigidly,  unless  wc  believed  that  the 
facts  would  justify  a  departure  from  it.     Tiiis 


was  a  case  where,  upon  the  facts  exhibited  by 

the  Secretary  of  State,  as  well  as  by  representa- 
tions of  American  citizens  of  character  residing 
at  that  point,  and  a  large  number  of  responsible 
parties  residing  in  the  city  of  New  Yoi'k,  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  service  required  an  increase.  The 
committee  yielded,  and  recommended  this  tempo- 
rary increase  of  salary.  I  will  send  the  pajiers 
to  the  Chair,  if  it  is  desirable,  that  they  may  be 
road. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  ob-, 
jection,  the  papers  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows:. 

DUPARTMENT  OP  STATE, 

Washington,  January  19, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
communication  addressed  to  tliis  Department  by  the  pres- 
idents of  insurance  companies  in  regard  to  the  expediency 
of  increasing  the  compensation  provided  bylaw  for  the  con- 
sulate at  Nassau,  and  the  reply  of  the  Department. 

Tlie  magnitude  of  the  interests  at  stake,  and  the  import- 
ance of  this  post  at  the  present  time,  in  view  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  blockade-runners,  make  it  my  duty  to  present 
this  subject  for  your  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  Z.  Chandler,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Commerce, 

United  States  Senate. 

New  York,  January,  1863. 

Sir:  The  coinntiercial  intercourse,  between  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  and  Nassau  is  constant  and  important- 
much  more  important  than  would  be  Inferred  from  the 
amount  of  imports  and  exports.  The  number  of  vessels 
wrecked  annually  within  the  consulate  of  the  fSaliamas  is 
larger  tlian  in  any  otlier  American  consulate.  The  annexed 
table  shows  the  amount  of  sales  of  wrecked  property  sold 
at  Nassau  to  have  been  $1,590,000  in  four  years. 

So  important  is  this  interest  to  marine  insurance  compa- 
nies tliat  they  have  agents  resident  at  Nassau  to  take  charge 
of  wrecked  property,  to  whom  a  very  mucli  larger  compen- 
sation is  paid  than  is  now  paid  to  the  consul. 

Existing  complications  arising  out  of  a  slate  of  rebellion 
render  ourrelations  with  the  population  arid  British  offieials 
of  Nassau'  delicate  and  embarrassed,  demanding  an  exer- 
cise of  intelligence,  good  temper,  moderation,  and  firmness 
on  the  part  of  the  American  consul. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  so  long  as  the 
motive  to  evade  tlie  blockade  exists,  important  political  ser- 
vices" could  be  rendered  Iiy  the  consul  in  collecting  inform- 
ation valuable  to  the  Government,  provided  the  character 
and  circumstances  of  the  consul  werp  such  as  to  allow  him 
a-favorable  social  position  among  the  cultivated  and  court- 
eous otficers  of  her  Majesty  resident  at  Nassau. 

Possessing  no  political  powers,  the  consul  must  rely  ou 
personal  influence  alon(!  to  be  of  service  to  his  country  be- 
yond the  mere  routine  of  oflice  duties.  His  personal  influ- 
ence will  depend  on  his  intelligence,  character,  and  man- 
ners, and  his  ability  to  reciprocate  in  a  respectable  manner 
the  social  courtesies  connnon  at  Nassau  in  the  society  of 
the  Government  officials.  The  consul  should,  therefore, 
be  a  man  of  education  and  polished  manners,  with  such 
firm  but  undemonstrative  temperament  us  to  enable  Ifini  to 
avoid  absolutely  all  personal,  violent,  or  indecorous  con- 
troversies. His  deportment  should  be  such  as  to  ri'mler 
him  personally  acceptable  to  the  Governor  and  other  ofH- 
cers.  Even  with  all  these  qualifications,  he  can  do  little 
for  his  Government  unless  lie  lias  the  pecuniary  ability  to 
maintain  a  creditable  social  position  in  the  circle  of  gentle- 
men with  whom  he  lias  business  relations. 

The  salary  is,  unfortunately,  but  §2,000  per  annum,  with- 
out any  margin  of  fees  or-perqnisites,  while  tlie  incninbent 
is  restrained  from  being  beneficially  interested  in  any  com- 
mercial business  whatever. 

The  salary  paid  the  agent  of  the  underwriters  is  no  more 
than  sufficient  to  support  him  respectably,  and  .f2,000  is 
quite  insufficient  to  anable  a  consul  to  live  as  he  ought. 

To  enable  the  consul  to  serve  his  country  more  eifectn- 
ally  in  the  jiresent  important  crisis,  it  has  occnrred  to  ns 
that  he  miglithave  an  increase  of  olfieial  powers  and  com- 
pensations by  a  special  commission  from  the  Department 
of  State  or  the  President,  giving  a  higher  consideration  in 
the  estimation  of  the  ofiieials  at  Nassau. 

The  undersigned,  believing  that  the  public  service,  polit- 
ical as  well  as  commercial,  would  be  benefited  thereby, 
ask,  if  consistent  with  law  and  public  policy,  tliat  the  grade 
and  character  of  the  consulate  of  the  i>ahamas  be  lifted  up 
and  made  more  influential  iiy  an  increase  of  rank,  powers, 
and  compensation,  to  the  end  that  a  person  of  talent  and 
character  may  be  enabled  to  accept  the  position. 

A.  D.  JONES, 

President  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 
M.  H.  GRINNELL, 
President  Sun  Mutual,  lustirance  Company. 

ALFRED  OGDEN, 
Mount  Orient  Mutual  Insurance  Comi'any. 
ELWOOD  WALTER, 
President  Mercantile  Mulual  Insurance  Company. 

B.  C.  MOURIS, 

President  Columbian  Mulual  Insurance  Company, 
ALFRED  EDWARDS, 
President  Pacific  3Tulual  Insurance  Company. 
J.  P.  TAPPAN, 
President  Neptune  Insurance  Company. 
A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
President  Washin-iton  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

SAMUEL  DRAlvE  S.MiTIl, 
President  Commercial  Mulual  Insurance  Company. 
JOHN  U.  EARLY, 
President  New  YorU  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 
F.  L.  LATIUIOP, 
President  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 
Hon.  William  H.  Srward,  Sccrctnryof  Slate  of  the  United 
Stales,  IVashington,  D,  C. 
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IJepartment  of  State, 
Washington,  March  14,  1863. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  tlio  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  communication  in  regard  to  tlie  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Nassau, aiid  sug- 
gesting, in  view  of  the  interests  of  American  commerce, 
iin  increase  of  the  rank,  powers,  and  compensation  of  the 
United  States  consul  at  that  port,  "  to  the  end  that  a  person 
of  talent  and  cliaracter  may  be  enabled  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  consul  to  that  island." 

To  enable  the  Department  to  carry  into  effect  your  sug- 
gestions further  legislation  of  Congress  will  be  needed. 

Your  communication  will  be  laid  before  the  Committees 
on  Commerce  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

I  am,  gentleman,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

To  Messrs.  A.  D.Jones,  President  Atlantic  Mutual  Insur- 
ance Company;  M.  H.  Grinnell,  President  Sun  Mutual  In- 
surance Company;  Alfred  Ogden,Mount  Orient  Mutual  In- 
surance Company;  Elvvood  Walter,  President  Mercantile 
Mutual  Insurance  Company;  B.C.  Morris,  President  Colum- 
bian Mutual  Insurance  Company;  Alfred  Edwards,  Presi- 
dent Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company;  J.  P.  Tappan, 
President  Neptune  Insurance  Company  ;  A.  W.  Whipple, 
President  Washington  Mutual  Insurance  Company;  Sam- 
uel Drake  Smith,  President  Commercial  Mutual  Insurance 
Company;  John  H.  Early,  President  New  York  Mutual  In-' 
Eurance  Company  ;  F.  L.  Lathrop,  President  Union  Mutual 
Insufance  Company. 

To  Ids  Excellency  Abraham    Lincoln,  President  of  the 

United  States  of  America: 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  residing  or  visiting  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
desire  to  represent  to  Congress,  through  you,  the  entire  in- 
adequacy of  the  salary  of  the  American  consul  at  this  port, 
and  respectfully  ask  that  the  same  may  be  increased  to  at 
least  .S4,0()0  per  annum. 

Your  E.tcellency  is  aware  that  during  the  existing  rebel- 
lion no  consulate  has  been  of  greater  importance  and  rc- 
Bponsibility  than  this.  Day  after  day  steamers  laden  vvitli 
articles  of  necessity  depart  for  the  South,  and  in  a  very 
short  time  return  laden  with  cotton.  Powder,  ball,  and 
cannon  are  sent  from  here  to  aid  the  rebellion.  The  har- 
bor has  Ixcome  a  place  of  refuge  for  the  rebel  armed  ves- 
sels F'lorida,  Gey,rgiafia,  and  Retribution.  The  ve.\ation, 
labor,  and  vigilance  caused  by  all  these  things  have  ren- 
dered the  position  of  consul  by  no  means  an  enviable  one. 

Aside  from  the  present  importance  of  the  place,  through 
its  position  as  a  neutral  port  in  close  proximity  to  a  block- 
aded coast,  Nassau  has  of  late  years  become  a  famous  and 
lavorite  resort  of  invalids,  who  come  here  to  csca|)e  the 
cold  winter  of  the  North.  These  are  almost  exclusively 
Ainerieans,  who  desire  and  expect  from  tlii'ir  consul  all 
j)roper  and  polite  attention.  This,  we  assert  fromourown 
knovvlc  dge  of  the  expenses  of  living,  cannot  be  done  upon 
the  presimt  salary,  which  will  merely  defray  the  necessary 
expense  of  the  board  of  a  consul  and  his  wife  at  the  most 
moderate  rate  consi-lent  with  (jrdiuary  respectability. 

Prices  of  every  article  of  necessity  have  advanced  to 
nearly  double  what  they  formerly  were  here,  and  no  person 
can  support  the  position  of  Amc:rlean  consul  with  the  dig- 
nity and  hospitality  rerpiircd  of  the  representativeof  a  great 
nation  for  any  lus;j  sum  than  four  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num. 

We  therefore  respectfully  pray  that  your  Excelhmcy  will 
HHk  (;oiigress  to  inefiiase  the  salary  of  our  consul  at  this 
port,  nnd,  If  proper,  that  before  the  meeting  of  Coiigrcss  a 
tuttublo  allowance  may  be  made  to  liim. 


And  your  petitioners,  aa  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray, 

Dated  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  Bahamas,  March  14, 
1863. 

J.  S.  BOSWOUTH, 
New  York  city.  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

R.  S.  CUSHMAN,  Albany,  New  York. 
HENRY  S.LEVERICIl, 

Lotig  Island,  New  York. 
F.  GEBHARD  SCHUCHARDT, 

Long  Island,  New  York. 
R.  B.  MINTURN,  Jr.,  New  York. 
HENRY  SALISBURY,  Jr., New  York. 
JAMES  A.  WEBB,  New  York. 
A.  B.  McDonald,  Jr.,  New  York  city. 
JOHN  S.  HOWELL, 
Proprietor  of  Royal  Victoria  Hotel,  Nassau, 
New  Providence. 
GEORGE  GERHAM,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
R.  G.  MITCHELL,  Jr.,  New  York  city. 
JAMES  HIGNES,  New  York  city. 
A.  W.  LANGDON,  Geneva,  New  York. 
CHARLES  JACKSON, 

JJgent  New  York  Underwriters. 
EPES  SARGENT,  Calcns,  Maine. 
JAMES  B.  SMITH,  New  York  city. 

Theamendment,as  amended,  was  concurred  in. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  next  reserved 
amendment  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

The  salary  of  the  consul  at  Lyons  shall  be  $2,000,  to 
commence  after  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  This  is  an  increase  of  jJSOO, 
and  the  circumstances  in  regard  to  this  are  not 
temporary  in  tlieir  character  as  in  the  other  case. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  is  on  the  same  footing 
with  Manchester,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  It  is  on  the  safme  footing 
with  Manchester. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  next  reserved  amendment  was  as  follows: 

And  the  salary  of  the  consul  at  Manchester  shall  be 
$3,000,  to  commence  after  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal 
year. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendments 
made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  have  all  been 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  to  move  an  amendment  as 
an  additional  sectior^: 

v9n(J  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  office  of  commercial 
agent  at  Haiiodadi,  Japan,  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  be  changed  to  that  of  consul,  to  be  classed 
with  consuls  other  than  those  named  in  schedules  B  and  C 
in  the  act  approved  August  18,  1856. 

I  will  state  the  effect  of  this  proposition  in  a  few 
words.  The  consular  officer  at  that  port  now  is 
only  a  commercial  agent,  and  he  represents  that 
the  class  of  officers  from  other  countries  at  that 
place  outrank  him;  they  are  consuls.  The  object 
13  to  give  him  the  rank  and  position  of  consuls 
from  other  countries  at  that  place,  and  the  amend- 
ment is  designed  to  change  it  in  no  other  respect 
whatever.  It  is  simply  to  change  the  name  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  It  was  read 
the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  Flouse  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPiierson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  agreed  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House 
(No.  50)  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30th  of  June,  1865. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
ofPi-eprcscntatives  had  agreed  to  the  first  and  third 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  tlie  joint  resolution 
(H.  R.  No.  37)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  interest 
on  tlie  public  debt,  and  had  agreed  to  the  second 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  with  an  amendment;  in 
which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

lULLS  BECOWE  LAWS. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  approved  and  signed,  on 
the  14tii  instant,  the  following  acts: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  116)  in  relation  to  univer- 
sity lands  in  Wasliington  Territory;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  156)  to  supply  deficiencies 
in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  the  30lh  of  June,  1864. 


ENROLLKD  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  sigiied  the 
following  enrolled  billsandjoint  resolution;  which 
thereupon  received  the  signature  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  50)  making  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Departinent  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1865; 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  43)  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  J.  N.  Carpen- 
ter, a  paymaster  in  the  United  States  Navy;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  158)  in  addition  to  an  act  to 
amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, approved  March  3,  1863. 

INTEREST  ON  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  ask  that  the  gold  bill, 
which  has  come  back  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives with  a  slight  amendment  to  which  there 
is  no  objection,  may  be  taken  up  and  acted  on. 
I  move  to  take  it  up. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  second  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  37) 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  an- 
ticipate the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives was  to  add  to  the  second  amendment  of  the 
Senate  the  following  words: 

Provided,  That  the  obligation  to  create  the  sinking  fund, 
according  to  the  act  of  February  25, 1862,  shall  not  be  im- 
paired thereby. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  con- 
curred in. 

MASONIC  HALL  ASSOCIATION. 

On  motion  of  GRIMES,  the  bill  (S.  No.  130) 
for  a  charter  ofMasonic  Hall  Association  in  Wash- 
ington city,  Districtof  Columbia,  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  provides  thatB.  B.  French,  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States  of  America,  K. 
T.;  Robert  McMurdy,  of  the  General  Grand  R. 
A.  Chapterof  the  United  States;  George  C.  Whit- 
ing, of  the  Grand  Consistory  of  the  S.  P.  R.  S., 
thirty-second  degree,  A.  A.  R.;  E.  L.'Stevens,  of 
Osiris  Lodge  of  Perfection,  No.  1,  A.  A.  R.;  Z. 
D.  Gilman,  of  Washington  Commandery,  No.  1, 
K.  T.;  W.  P.  Partello,  of  Columbia  Command- 
ery, U.  D.  K.  T.;  W.  M.  Smith,  of  Columbia 
R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  15;  W.  G.  Parkhurst,  of 
Washington  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  16;  James 
Steelle,  of  Mount  Vernon  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  20; 
C.  F.  Stansbury,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  Joseph  W.  Nairn,  of  Federal 
Lodge,  No.  1;  N.  Acker,  of  Lebanon  Lodge,  No. 
7;  C.  Klonian,  of  New  Jerusalem  Lodge,"No.9; 
J.  B.  Turton,  of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  io.;  T.  J. 
Fisher,  of  Saint  John's  Lodge,  No.  11;  L.  Gas- 
senheimer,  of  National  Lodge,  No.  12;  J.  Van 
Riswick,  of  Washington  Centennial  Lodge,  No. 
14;  J.  C.  McGuire,  of  B.  B.  French  Lodge,  No. 
15;  F.  L.  Harvey,  of  Dawson  Lodge,  No.  16;  J. 
W.  D.Gray,  of  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  17;  T.  M. 
Planson,  of  Acacia  Lodge,  No.  18;  N.  D.  Earner, 
of  La  P'ayette  Lodge,  No.  19,  of  the  Order  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, recognized  as  a  board  of  trustees  repre- 
senting the  several  masonic  bodies  before  named, 
be  incorporated  and  made  a  body-politic  and  cor- 
porate, by  the  name  of  the  Masonic  Hall  Asso- 
ciation of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  by  that 
name  to  sue  and  besued,  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
in  any  court  of  law  or  equity  of  competent  juris- 
diction, and  to  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  and 
to  change  the  same  at  pleasure,  and  be  entitled  to 
use  and  exercise  all  the  powers,  rights,  and  privi- 
leges incident  to  such  corporation. 

This  corporation  is  to  be  capable  of  taking  and 
holding  real  and  personal  estate,  which  is  never 
to  be  divided  among  the  members  of  the  coipora-^ 
tion,  but  descend  to  their  successors,  duly  elected 
and  appointed  by  the  bodies  they  represent,  for 
the  promotion  of  the  principles  of  the  corporation 
and  the  benevolent  purpo.ses  of  the  Order  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  which  they  represent. 

The  capital  stock  is  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of 
^300,000,  divided  into  shares  of  twenty  dollars 
each,  which  is  to  be  deemed  personal  property, 
transferable  in  such  manner  as  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  of  the  corporation  may  direct. 

Within  twenty  days  after  the  passage  of  this 


I 


THE  OFFICIAL  PHOCEEDINGS  OF  CONGRESS,  PUBLISHEi:*  BY  JOHN  C.  RIVES,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Thirty-Eighth  Conkress,  1st  Session. 


THURSDAY,  MARCH   17,  1SG4. 


New  Series No.  72. 


act,  the  corporators  named  in  the  first  section,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  or  if  any  refuse  or  neglect  to 
act,  tlien  a  majority  of  the  remainder,  are  to  cause 
books  of  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
corporation  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  in  such 
place  and  for  a  period  to  be  fixed  by  tlie  corpora- 
tion, public  notice  of  which  may  be  given  by  ad- 
vertisement or  otherwise  as  the  corporation  may 
determine;  and  subscribers  upon  the  books  to  the 
capital  stock  of  the  corporation  are  to  be  held  to 
be  stockholders;  but  every  subscriber  is  to  pay, 
at  the  time  of  subscribing,  such  per  centum  of  the 
amount  by  liim  subscribed  to  the  treasurer  elected 
or  appointed  by  the  corporators  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  rules  of  the  corporation,  or  his  sub- 
scription will  be  null  and  void.  When  the  books 
of  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  corpo- 
ration shall  be  closed,  the  corporators  within 
twenty  days  thereafter  are  to  call  the  first  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  of  the  corporation,  to  meet 
within  ten  days  thereafter,  for  the  choice  of  di- 
rectors, of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  for 
three  days  in  two  public  newspapers  published 
daily  in  Washington  city,  or  by  written  personal 
notice  to  each  stockholder,  by  the  secretary  or 
clerk  of  the  corporation;  and  in  all  meetings  of 
the  stockholders  each  share  will  entitle  the  holder 
to  one  vote,  to  be  given  in  person  or  by  proxy. 
The  government  and  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the 
company  is  to  be  invested  in  a  board  of  directors, 
five  in  number,  elected  by  the  stockholders  from 
among  the  corporators  named  in  the  first  section, 
and  their  successors,  elected  or  appointed  by  the 
masonic  bodies  they  represent,  who  are  to  hold 
their  office  for  one  year  and  until  others  are  duly 
elected  and  qualified  to  take  their  places  as  direct- 
ors; and  the  directors  are  to  elect  one  of  their 
number  to  be  president  of  the  board,  who  is  also 
to  be  president  of  the  company,  and  elect  a  sec- 
retary from  among  their  own  number,  or  from 
the  board  of  trustees,  who  will  also  be  secretary 
of  the  company,  and  they  are  also  to  choose  a 
treasurer,  who  shall  give  bonds  with  surety  to  the 
company,  in  such  sum  as  the  directors  may  re- 
quire, for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust.  A 
majority  of  the  directors  will  form  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business,  and  in  case  of  a  va- 
cancy in  the  board  of  directors  by  the  death, 
resignation,  or  otherwise  of  any  director,  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  thereby  will  be  filled  by  the  re-  , 
maining  directors  from  among  the  board  of  trus- 
tees named  in  the  first  section,  or  their  successors 
duly  elected  or  appointed  by  the  masonic  bodies 
they  represent.  The  directors  are  to  have  full 
power  to  make  and  prescribe  such  by-laws,  rules, 
and  regulations  as  they  shall  deem  needful  and 
proper  for  the  disposition  and  management  of  the 
stock,  pro  party,  estate,  and  effects  of  the  company, 
notcontrary  to  tiiecharterortolhe  lawsof  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  ordinances  of  Washington  city, 
and  are  to  have  power  to  alter  or  amend  the  same 
as  the  interests  of  the  company,  in  their  opinion 
may  require;  atid  also  to  regulate  the  payment  of 
interest  upon  the  certificates  of  stock  held  by  the 
stockholders,  or  the  dividends  that  may  accrue, 
and  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  stock 
held  by  individuals,  upon  fairand  eqwitable  terms. 
It  is  also  provided  that  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  several  masonic  bodies  named  in  the 
first  section  are  created  and  made,  separately  and 
individually,  bodies-politicand  corporate,  and  by 
their  individual  name,  as  given  in  the  first  section, 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  in 
any  court  of  law  or  equity  of  competent  juris- 
diction, and  be  capable  of  taking  and  holding  rea- 
ana  personal  estate,  and  have  and  use  each  a  com- 
mon seal,  and  change  the  same  at  pleasure,  and 
be  entitled  to  use  and  exercise,  separately  and  in- 
dividually, all  the  powers,  rights,  and  privileges 
incident  to  such  corporation.  And  those  masonic 
bodies  are  to  have  power  to  make  and  prescribe 
such  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  as  they  may 
deem  needful  and  proper  for  the  disposition  and 
mnnngement  of  the  stock,  properly,  estate,  and 
effects  belon^iing  to  or  held  by  the  masonic  body 
in  its  individuid  capacity,  not  contrary  to  the 
charter,  or  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
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ordinances  of  Washington  city,  and  to  alter  or 
amend  the  same  as  the  interests  of  the  masonic 
body,  in  its  individual  capacity,  may  require.  The 
several  persons  composing  the  board  of  trustees 
named  in  the  first  section  are  to  hold  their  offices 
for  the  period  of  one  year  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  and  until  their  successors  are  duly 
elected  by  the  several  masonic  bodies  they  rep- 
resent. And  it  is  to  be  the  duty  of  those  several 
masonic  bodies,  on  or  before  the  eX[iiration  of 
the  year,  and  annually  thereafter,  to  meet,  and  in 
their  separate  and  individual  capacity,  elect,  by 
ballot,  one  of  their  number  as  their  representative 
in  the  board  of  trustees,  and  the  representative  is 
to  be  a  trustee  for  the  masonic  body,  and  have 
charge  of  its  stock,  property,  and  effects,  in  trust, 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  masonic  body;  but  if  any  one  of 
those  several  masonic  bodies  surrender  or  forfeit 
its  masonic  charter  or  warrant,  or  cease  to  exist, 
it  will  not  be  entitled  to  a  representative  in  the  board 
of  trustees.  Any  masonic  lodge,  chapter,  coun- 
cil, commandery,  or  consistory,  that  may  hereaf- 
ter be  instituted  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  may, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds  of  the  board 
of  trustees,  be  admitted  to  a  representation  in  the 
board  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  several  ma- 
sonic bodies  named  in  the  first  section,  and  enjoy 
all  the  powers,  rights,  and  privileges  granted  to 
the  masonic  bodies  collectively  or  individually, 
by  the  several  sections  of  this  act. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  company  "in  the  second  line  of  the  fifth  section, 
and  to  insert  in  itsplace  the  word  "  association," 
and  after  the  word  "stockholders"  iti  the  fourth 
line  of  that  section  to  insert  "  on  the  first  Monday 
of  December  in  each  year." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  In  the  seventh  line  of  that 
section  the  word  "and"  should  be  "  or." 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)     That  amendment  will  be  made. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  In  the  sixth  section  the  word 
"  company  "  in  the  fifth  line  and  in  the  eighth  line 
should  be  "association." 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Those  changes 
will  be  made. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  word  "  and"in  the  fourth 
line  of  the  eighth  section  should  be  "  or;"  and  in 
the  seventh  and  eighth  lines  of  that  section  the 
words  "  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  the  year" 
should  be  stricken  out,  and  "  during  the  month  of 
'November,  1864," inserted, and  the  word  "  there- 
after" in  the  eighth  line  should  be  stricken  out, 
and  the  words  "  during  the  same  month  "inserted. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  These  amend- 
ments will  be  made  if  there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  After  the  word  "body"  in 
the  fourteenth  line  of  that  section  and  before  the 
proviso,  I  move  to  insert: 

And  sliould  any  vacancy  occur  in  said  l)oard  of  tnisteps 
by  death,  resifjiiution,  of  otherwise,  sncli  vacancy  shall  be 
fillc^d  by  the  masonic  body  entitled  to  tlie  rrpresenlation  at 
such  time  and  in  sucli  manner  as  said  masonic  body  may 
determine. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  After  the  word  "consistory" 
in  the  second  line  of  the  ninth  section,  I  move  to 
insert  the  words  "  now  in  existence  or,"  so  as  to 
read,  "that  any  masonic  lodge,  chapter,  council, 
commandery,  or  consistory  now  in  existence  or 
that  may  hereafter  be  instituted,"  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia  to  one  feature  of  the  bill.  I  sup- 
pose it  is  all  right;  I  have  great  confidence  in  that 
committee,  I  need  not  say;  but  there  are  some 
things  I  cannot  quite  understand,  and  1  move  to 
amend  the  bill  in  section  one  by  striking  out  after 
the  name  ''■U.  B.  French"  inJhc  third  line  the 
words  "of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  K.  T." 

I  move  the  am(>ndment  rather  upon  an  appre- 
hension, than  from  any  information  which  I  have 
on  the  subject.  If  it  shall  be  adopted,  I  shall  fol- 
low it  with  other  amendments  striking  out  the 


addilioris  from  the  other  names.  Weallknow 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  that  there  shall 
be  no  order  of  nobility  established  in  this  coun- 
try. I  do  not  know  whether  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator has  considered  that  question;  but  K.T.  may 
mean  something  of  thfit  sort.  K.  B.,  I  am  as- 
sured by  an  honorable  Senator  who  sits  near  me, 
is  a  title  of  English  nobility,  and  I  really  do  not 
know  that  K.T.  does  not  mean  something  of  that 
sort.  I  rather  call  on  the  Senator  from  Iowa  to 
give  us  an  assurance  at  least  that  in  this  covert 
way  there  is  no  attempt  to  establish  an  order  of 
nobility  in  this  country. 

Mr.  GRLMES.  If  the  Senator  from  Maine 
will  move  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  ex- 
ecutive business  and  the  Senate  shall  agree  to  the 
motion,  I  may  attempt  to  explain  to  him  what 
these  initials  do  indicate;  but  I  do  not  feel  justi- 
fied in  open  session  of  the  Senate  in  entering  upon 
any  such  attempt  as  that.  I  think,  however,  that 
I  can  safely  say  the  Republic  will  receive  no  det- 
riment from  the  passage  of  this  bill.  The  fact  is 
that  it  is  a  very  simple  proposition  in  and  of  it- 
self. There  are  here  several  lodges  of  Masons 
and  encampments  of  Templars,  all  associated  to- 
gether by  the  bonds  of  masonry,  who  propose, 
as  I  understand  it,  to  erect  a  temple  dedicated  to 
their  mysteries;  and  in  order  to  accomplish  that 
purpose,  it  is  desirable  to  incorporate  these  sev- 
eral lodges  and  unite  them  in  a  common  associa- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  doing  it.  That  is  the  sole 
purpose,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  gentlemen  who 
have  approached  me  on  the  subject,  as  chairman 
of  the  committee,  that  these  men  have;  and  the 
letters  to  which  the  Senator  refers,  1  supfiose, 
only  indicate  that  these  persons  hold  a  particular 
rank  in  the  lodges  and  consistories  and  associa- 
tions to  which  they  are  attached. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  rise  to  inquireof  my  friend 
from  Iowa  whether  there  be  a  precedent  in  the 
legislation  of  Congress  for  the  incorporation  of 
Freemasons'  lodges.' 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  do  not  think  there  has  been. 
There  has  been  no  district  of  country  in  which 
lodges  of  this  kind  could  be  incorporated  by  us, 
except  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  my  attention 
has  not  been  called  to  any  past  act  of  Congress 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  did  not  know  but  that 
there  might  have  been  some  ancient  statute  on  the 
subject  applicable  solely  to  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. I  merely  rose  to  put  the  inquiry  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  think  we  are  now  establish- 
ing the  precedent,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  legisla- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  The  honorable  Senator  will 
excuse  me  for  saying  a  word  further  by  his  per- 
mission. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  am  not  a  Freemason  my- 
self, and  I  am  therefore  entirely  unacquainted  with 
the  mysteries  of  freemasonry;  and  before  I  can 
conscientiously  vote  for  this  bill  I  must  ask  him 
some  further  questions  respecting  the  enigmatical 
letters  and  expressions  in  this  bill.  It  may  be 
that  he  may  be  able  to  explain  them;  I  hope  he 
will;  and  if  so,  it  may  relieve  me  of  very  great 
anxiety  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  In  all  seriousness  I  would 
inquire  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa  if  there  is  any 
use  in  these  letters,  so  far  as  regards  the  legal 
effect  of  the  bill.? 

Mr.  GRIMES.     I  do  not  suppose  there  is. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Then  I  move  to  strike  them 
out. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
now  is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  On  the  assurance  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  I  am  satisfied  that  my  ap- 
prehensions wore  groundless, and  therefore  I  witli- 
draw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Why  shall  wo  puUn  the 
bill  things  we  do  not  understand  }  It  is  jillPas  ef- 
fective without  them,  and  I  move  to  strike  out  all 
these  initial  letters. 
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The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment will  be  rt'iiorted. 

The  Secrltart.  Itis  proposed,  after  the  name 
of  "  B.  B.  French,"  to  strike  out  "  K.  T;"  af- 
ter the  name  of  "  Robert  iMcMurdy,"  to  strike 
OLit"R.  A.;"  after  that  of  "George  C.  Wliit- 
ing,"  to  strike  out  "S.  P.  R  S.,  thirty-second 
degree,  A.  A.  R.;"  after  the  name  of"  Z.  U.  Gil- 
man,"  to  strike  out  "  K.  T.;"  after  the  name  of 
"W.  P.  Partello,"to  strike  out  "  U.  D.  K.T.;" 
after  the  name  of"  W.  M.  Smith,"  to  strike  out 
"R.  A;"  after  the  name  of  "  G.  W.  Parkhurst," 
to  strike  out  "R.A.;"  and  after  the  name  of 
"James  Stcelle,"  to  strike  out  "  R.  A." 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  do  not  know  how  vital  it 
is  to  those  parties  to  have  these  appendages;  but 
1  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Vermont  that  he 
would  not  like  himself  to  be  stripped  of  append- 
ages that  might  properly  belong  to  him.  He 
might  cut  a  very  curious  figure.  He  had  better 
consider  well  before  he  insists  on  this  amend- 
ment. 

I  rose,  however,  rather  to  make  a  suggestion 
than  to  comment  on  the  extraordinary  motion  of 
my  friend  from  Vermont,  for  it  is  perhaps  ex- 
traordinary in  its  consequences.  I  make  the  sug- 
gestion to  the  author  of  the  bill,  the  Senator  from 
Iowa,  that  instead  of  introducing  and  passing  by 
Congress  a  special  act  of  incorporation  of  this 
kind,  iie  should  introduce  a  general  law  for  the 
incorporation  of  benevolent  societies  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  under  which  all  those  so- 
cieties may  organize  and  have  corporate  rights. 
It  is  very  easy  to  do  that.  In  my  State  we  have 
a  general  incorporation  law  under  which  per- 
sons who  see  fit  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
may  acquire  corporate  rights  as  if  they  were 
specially  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature. 
It  appears  to  me  that  that  would  be  the  proper 
way  to  reach  this  business,  and  avoid  the  conse- 
quences of  amendments  such  as  are  now  pending 
moved  by  my  friend  from  Vermont.  I  do  not 
know  whether  1  could  conscientiously  vote  for 
tlie  amendment  that  he  proposes,  certainly  not 
unless  he  explains  it  further  than  he  has  done. 
I  aiTi  really  in  quest  of  information. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  In  making  a  grant  to  A, 
B,  C,  and  D,  as  corporators,  we  never  use  any 
titles  in  describing  those  men.  It  may  be  some- 
times appropriate  to  mention  their  places  of  resi- 
dence, in  order  to  make  certain  their  identity,  but 
not  to  use  a  title  unless  there  is  something  official 
about  it.  There  may  be  a  grant  to  A,  B,  Sec- 
retary of  State;  that  is  a  title  known  in  law;  but 
I  would  not  [nil  in  "  esquire,"  or  "  general,"  or 
any  of  that  sort  of  titles  to  any  man  in  granting 
an  act  of  incorporation. 

Mr. GRIM  ES.  As  it  is  time  to  be  serious  about 
this  bill,  1  will  state  frankly  to  the  Senate  that  in  the 
first  place  1  did  not  draw  it  and  1  am  not  a  Mason, 
although  1  proposed,  in  answer  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  that  if  ho  would  move 
to  go  into  executive  session  1  would  attempt  to 
explain  what  these  initials  are.  But  this  bill  was 
drawn  up  by  gentlemen  who  are  members  of  this 
association,  and  they  desire  it  to  be  passed  for  the 
pur[)ose  for  which  1  have  stated.  I  understand 
that  these  initials  designate  some  particular  officer 
in  eacli  one  of  these  lodges,  as,  for  instance,  the 
master  of  a  lodge,  or  some  other  man  who  has 
reached  a  particular  point,  who  is  the  represet)ta- 
tivc  man  of  the  lodge,  or  the  consistory,  or  en- 
campment, or  whatever  it  may  be;  and  the  pur- 
pose of  using  these  names  is  that  whenever  the 
lodge  itself  shall  change  its  officer  and  substitute 
anew  man,  then  the  man  who  holds  that  particular 
position  in  llie  lodge  shall  be  the  officer  who  shall 
be  one  of  tiie  trustees  under  this  bill. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator  from  Iowa 
will  allow  mo  to  suggest  thatthat  is  the  very  point; 
would  that  be  the  legal  effijct  of  it.'  Wliere  you 
incorporate  persona,  B.  B.  French,  Robert  Mc- 
Murdy,  and  otiiers,  and  then  go  on  to  give  them 
a  title,  is  not  the  corporation  simply  those  per- 
sons named,  and  would  the  grant  extend  to  an- 
other i)erson  who  had  that  title  attached  to  him.' 
itis  not  the  title  that  you  incorporate,  is  it.'  I 
submit  to  the  Senator  from  Iowa  whether  that 
is  so?  Whetlier  the  legal  effect  would  not  be  pre- 
cisely the  same  if  all  these  words  were  left  out? 

Mu  GRIMES.     Very  likely. 

MiffRUMBULL.  If  so,  the  Senator  from 
VcrnrWt  is  clearly  right. 

Mr,  COLLAMER.     By  K.T.  I  suppose  they 


mean  Knight  Templar.  That  is  no  office;  it  is  a 
grade,  a  rank.  So  with  R,  A.;  that  is  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  I  take  it.  It  is  not  an  office;  it  is 
the  name  of  a  grade,  a  rank.  If  I  am  right  in 
my  comprehension  of  what  is  meant  it  means 
nothing  but  that.  It  can  have  no  legal  eflect  what- 
ever, and  I  do  not  think  it  assists  any  in  identity. 
Therefore  I  move  to  strike  all  that  out. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  hope  these  titles  will  not 
be  stricken  out.  They  are  certainly  perfectly 
harmless,  and  we  all  know  or  easily  can  know 
what  they  mean.  K.  T.,  I  know,  means  Knight 
Templar;  R.  A.  means  Royal  Arch;  and  some 
of  these  men  are  known  to  all  Senators;  some  are 
known  tome;  exceedingly  respectable  men;  and 
I  should  think  we  had  better  give  them  their  act 
of  incorporation  precisely  in  the  way  they  wantit. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  What  is  the  necessity  and 
propriety  of  liaving  these  titles  in  the  bill.'  Sup- 
pose one  of  them  is  a  justice  of  the  peace,  will 
you  call  him  J.  P. .' 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Perhaps  if  I  were  to  draw 
the  bill  myself  I  should  leave  these  titles  out,  but 
I  see  no  possible  objection  to  gratifying  the  peti- 
tioners in  this  respect.  We  know  these  titles 
mean  nothing  disloyal,  or  unchristian,  or  improper 
in  any  way  whatever,  and  I  would  give  them  their 
act  of  incorporation  precisely  in  the  way  they 
want  it,  so  long  as  there  is  no  impropriety  in  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  suppose  most  of  the  Senators 
know  that  there  are  several  orders  of  masonry. 
"  R.  A."  indicates,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Senator  from  Vermont,  truly.  Royal  Arch. 
The  retention  of  these  letters  may  be  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  identifying  the  order  of  masonry 
that  is  to  be  incorporated  here,  but  so  far  as  the 
initials  characterize  the  different  officers  of  any 
order  of  masonry,  they  are  of  no  concern  or  im- 
portance whatever,  because  the  chartergranted  by 
Congress,  or  by  any  legislative  assembly,  would 
not  create  these  officers.  But  as  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  says,  they  can  do  no  harm. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Do  they  alter  the  legal 
effect.' 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Not  at  all,  but  it  may  be  import- 
ant in  this  view:  there  are  what  are  called  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  Kfiights  Templar,  Knights  of  St. 
John,  and  many  other  orders.  The  initials  then 
would  express  those  orders,  and  would  be  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  identifying  the  order  to 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  incorporation. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Tliat  is  the  very  point. 
Does  the  bill  incorporate  the  order,  or  does  it  in- 
corporate the  individuals.' 

Mr.  DAVIS.  It  incorporates  the  individuals 
in  the  particular  order.  Those  individuals  might 
ask  for  a  charter  for  a  Blue  Lodge  or  a  Red  Lodge, 
the  Royal  Arch  or  the  Knights  Templar  or  any 
other  order  of  masonry.  The  effect  of  some  of 
these  letters  is  to  identify  the  order  in  which  they 
are  organized.  I  think  there  is  no  need  for  any 
objection  to  these  initials;  they  do  no  harm. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  trust  we  shall  have  a  vote 
either  for  or  against  the  proposition ;  I  do  not  care 
which  way. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  There  is  no  limitation  in 
this  bill  of  the  amount  of  real  estate  which  may 
be  held  nor  the  purposes  for  which  it  may  be  held 
by  this  association.  If  we  are  to  incorporate  it, 
there  ought  to  be  a  limitation  of  that  sort,  that 
the  real  estate  which  they  are  permitted  to  pur- 
chase shall  be  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  ma- 
sonic hall,  and  having  a  place  to  transact  their 
business.  I  will  offer  a  proviso  as  an  amendment 
at  the  end  of  section  two: 

Provided,  That  said  body-politic  sliall  have  no  power 
to  piucliase  or  hold  any  real  estate  except  such  aa  may  be 
selected  lor  the  purpose  of  electing  a  iiiasonio  hall  lor  the 
purpose  of  holdin;;  tlie  ineelingd  of  its  members,  and  for  the 
transaction  of  their  business. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  suppose  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  is  aware  tliat  this  is  a  charitable  asso- 
ciation, and  his  proviso,  as  I  under«tand  it,  would 
prevent  this  incMporation  from  investing  any  of 
their  surplus  rnoney  in  real  estate  from  which 
they  would  derive  a  revenue  to  be  expended  in 
charitable  luirposes;  and  I  do  not  know  but  that 
it  would  prevent  them  from  taking  a  mortgage. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  do  not  think  it  would 
prevent  their  loaning  money  on  bond  and  mort- 


gage, for  the  holding  of  a  bond  and  mortgage  is 
not  the  holding  of  real  estate.  The  real  estate  is 
pledged  as  security,  it  is  true,  for  the  payment  of 
the  debt,  but  they  proceed  by  selling  the  real  es- 
tate, and  they  cannot  purchase  it  in  themselves. 
That  would  be  the  effect  of  it,  and  I  do  not  think 
they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  deal  with  real  estate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  provision  limiting  cor- 
porations in  the  amount  of  real  estate  they  shall 
be  permitted  to  hold  is  often  accompanied  by  a 
provision  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  hold  the 
amount  upon  mortgage.  This  institution  I  sup- 
pose to  be  a  charitable  one  almost  exclusively. 
There  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  this  country 
when  it  was  supposed  to  be  political,  and  that 
gave  rise  to  a  party,  as  we  know,  powerful  at  the 
time;  but  it  soon  died  out  because  it  had  nothing 
to  support  it.  The  whole  object  of  the  society  is 
charity,  I  have  no  doubt.  Under  the  third  sec- 
tion they  are  to  have  a  capital  of  not  exceeding 
$300,000;  and  that  they  will  invest,  after  provid- 
ing themselves  with  a  house,  in  some  security, 
and  it  might  be  advantageous  for  them  to  invest 
in  real  estate  by  way  of  mortgage.  The  Senator, 
therefore,  had  better  modify  his  amendment. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  do  not  think  the  amend- 
ment which  I  offered  is  liable  to  the  objection 
raised  by  the  honorable  member  from  Maryland. 
I  do  not  think  that  when  money  is  loaned  and  a 
bond  taken  and  a  mortgage  given  by  way  of  se- 
curity, that  constitutes  a  holding  of  real  estate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  mortgagee  has  the  legal 
estate. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  mortgagee  does  not 
hold  the  legal  estate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Yes,  he  does, after  forfeiture. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  That  is  not  the  common 
law  of  the  country,  certainly.  If  such  be  the  law 
of  Maryland,  and  would  be  the  law  of  the  Dis- 
trict, (though  that  is  not  the  law  of  all  the  States 
North,  I  am  quite  sure,)  I  will  modify  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  law  may  have  been  al- 
tered by  statute  in  some  States. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  know  such  is  not  the 
law  in  most  of  the  New  England  States  or  in  Wis- 
consin; but  a  word  can  be  inserted  in  the  amend- 
ment which  will  exclude  any  such  idea. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  legal  estate  is  necessa- 
rily in  the  mortgagee,  and  the  mortgagee  holds  it 
subject  to  the  equity  of  the  mortgager  to  redeem. 
That  is  the  whole  interest  of  the  mortgager.  The 
errorinto  which  the  honorable  member  has  fallen, 
if  it  be  an  error,  as  I  think  it  is,  arises  from  his 
forgetting  that  in  such  cases  the  legal  estate  is 
in  the  mortgagee  and  the  equitable  estate  in  the 
mortgager. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  A  sentence  might  be 
added  to  the  amendment  which  would  not  make 
this  provision  extend  to  mortgages. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
is  at  liberty  to  modify  his  amendment. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  whole  amount  that  the 
corporation  is  allowed  to  hold  is  only  |300,000. 
I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  putting  any  restric- 
tion on  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  is  the  capital  stock. 
They  may  go  on  increasing,  they  may  go  on 
lending  it,  and  the  interest  may  accrue  from  time 
to  time  and  be  invested. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  modify  the  amendment 
so  as  to  read: 

Provided.  Said  body-politic  shall  have  no  power  to  pur- 
chasc  or  hold  ai^  real  estate  except  such  ns  may  be  selected 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  masonic  hall  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  the  meetings  of  its  members  and  for  the  trans- 
action of  their  business  ;  but  this  provision  shall  not  pre- 
vent said  corporation  from  loaning  any  portion  of  tliclr 
funds  upon  mortgage  security. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Before  the  vote  is  taken 
on  thatamendment,  which  I  think  is  very  proper, 
I  desire  to  suggest  that  it  is  usual  in  all  incorpo- 
rations, even  for  charitable  purposes,  to  limit  the 
amount  of  real  estate  which  maybe  held  by  them. 
It  is  certainly  so  in  my  State.  I  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  to 
the  seventh  section  to  see  if  it  is  not  necessary 
that  his  amendment  should  be  framed  a  little  dif- 
ferently. On  reading  the  seventh  section  it  will 
be  observed  that — 

"  The  ofl'iccrs  and  members  of  the  several  masonic  bodlea 
named  in  the  fiiat  section  of  this  actaro  hereby  created  and 
made,  soparntcly  and  individually,  bodies-politic  and  cor- 
porate, and  by  llicir  individual  name,  as  given  in  said  first 
section,  may  sue  ar.d  bo  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded.  In 
any  court  of  law  or  equity  of  competent  Jurisdiction,  and 
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shall  be  capable  of  taking  and  liolding  real  and  personal 
eslato,  and  may  have  and  use  each  a  common  seal,  and 
may  change  the  same  at  pleasure,  and  be  entitled  to  use 
and  exercise,  separately  and  individually,  all  the  powers, 
rights,  and  privileges  incident  to  such  corporation." 

Each  one  of  the  persons  named  is  matle  a  cor- 
poration separately  and  individually,  and  with  a 
separate  seal,  and  authorized  to  purchase  and 
hold  real  and  personal  estate. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  That  section  ought  to  be 
Gtrickon  out. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Not  only  those  who  are  named, 
but  all  those  who  exist  in  the  District  and  are  not 
named,  by  the  ninth  section  also  have  the  same 
privilege;  and  also  all  those  who  may  be  admit- 
ted by  the  board  of  trustees. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  did  not  look  at  that.  It 
strikes  me  that  the  seventh  section  is  very  singu- 
larly worded. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  There  is  a  strange  misappre- 
hension of  this  bill,  it  seems  to  me,  or  else  I  do 
not  comprehend  it.  I  understand  there  are  six- 
teen or  seventeen  lodges  and  consistories  and 
encampments  in  this  District.  The  purpose  of 
this  bill  is  first  to  incorporate  each  of  those  dif- 
ferent associations  and  lodges,  and  then  to  unite 
them  all  in  one  common  association  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accomplishing  one  general  object;  that  is, 
the  erection  of  a  temple.  Now  the  purpose  of  the 
ninth  section  is  to  declare  that  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  several  masonic  bodies,  not  the  indi- 
vidual members  of  each  masonic  lodge,  but  "  the 
officers  and  members,"  speaking  of  them  collect- 
ively, "of  the  several  masonic  bodies  named  in 
the  first  section  of  this  act  are  hereby  created  and 
made,  sepai-ately  and  individually,  bodies-poli- 
tic." Perhaps  the  w^ord  "  individually"  ought 
to  be  stricken  out.  It  does  not  refer  to  each  in- 
dividual member  of  each  one  of  these  sub-corpo- 
rations, but  to  the  individual  corporations  them- 
selves that  compose  the  grand  aggregate  whiah  is 
to  accomplish  this  purpose  that  they  all  have  in 
common — that  is,  to  erect  a  masonic  temple.  It 
says  "  by  their  individual  name."  What  indi- 
vidual name.'  The  individual  name  which  has 
been  recognized  in  the  first  section  as  the  name  of 
_the  lodge  of  which  they  are  the  master,  or  the 
past-master,  or  whatever  distinction  they  may 
be  described  by  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  In  relation  to  the  seventh 
section  I  see  no  necessity  for  it.  I  must  confess 
that  in  that  section  it  seems  to  me  there  are  about 
seventeen  acts  pf  incorporation.  It  is  the  most 
compi-ehensive  section  I  ever  saw  put  into  a  law, 
I  believe.  It  says  that  "  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  several  masonic  bodies  named  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act  are  hereby  created  and  made, 
separately  and  individually,  bodies-politic  and 
corporate." 

Mr.  GRIMES.  In  order  to  meet  the  Senator's 
objection,  I  will  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  the  officers  and  members  of"  and  say  "  the  sev- 
eral masonic  bodies." 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  That  doesjiot  change  the 
result.  There  are  still  sixteen  or  seventeen  of 
them,  I  am  told.  I  think  there  are  twenty-two 
myself. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  There  are  over  twenty. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Perhaps  this  section  bears 
the  construction  which  isgiven  to  it  by  the  Senator 
from  Iowa;  that  is,  that  the  corporations  which 
are  created  here  do  not  refer  to  the  particular  in- 
dividuals who  are  named,  but  to  the  associations 
of  Masons  which  are  named  separately  in  the  first 
section  of  the  bill.  The  first  section  reads,  "  that 
E.  B.  French,  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  K.  T.;  Robert  Mc- 
Murdy,  of  the  General  Grand  R.  A.  Chapter  of 
the  United  States;  George  C.  Whiting,  of  the 
Grand  Consistory  of  the  S.  P.  R.  S.,  thirty-sec- 
ond degree,  A.  A.  R.;  E.  L.  Stevens,  of  Osiris 
Lodge  of  Perfection  No.  1,  A.  A.R.;  Z.  D.Gil- 
man,  of  Washington  Commandery  No.  1,  K.  T.; 
W.  P.  Partello,  of  Columbia  Commandery,  U. 
D.  K.  T.;  W.  M.  Smith,  of  Columbia  R.  A. 
Chapter  No.  l.'');  W.  G.  Parkhurst,  of  Washing- 
ton R.  A.  Chapter  No.  IC;  James  Steelle,  of 
Mount  Vernon  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  20;"&c.,&c., 
are  incorporated.  The  construction  which  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  gives  is  that  it  is  not  B.  B. 


French,  Robert  McMurdy,  George  C.  Whiting, 

&c.,  who  are  made-a  body-politic,  but 

Mr.  GRIMES.  If  the  Senator  has  any  scru- 
ples on  that  subject,  I  propose  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  the  officers  and  members  of"  in  the  first 
and  second  lines  of  the  seventh  section,  and  then 
it  will  read,  "that  the  several  masonic  bodies 
named  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  are  hereby 
created,"  &c.;  and  then  if  the  Senator  desires  it 
I  will  limit  the  amount  of  real  estate  they  shall 
each  hold. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  That  creates,  then, under 
this  seventh  section,  over  twenty  different  incor- 
porations under  different  masonic  names  and  titles 
here  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Mr.  GRIMES.  That  is  very  true. 
Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  And  it  gives  to  each  the 
power  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  and  to 
make  their  own  rules  prescribing  the  disposition 
of  their  property,  both  real  and  personal. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  And  there  is  no  limitation 
as  to  the  stock. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  There  is  no  limitation  as 
to  the  stock,  and  no  limitation  as  to  real  estate; 
and  under  this  the  corporation  created  might  buy 
the  city  of  Washington,  run  all  the  hotels  in  the 
city,  and  perhaps  all  the  banking  establishments. 
Mr.  FOSTER.  If  the  Senator  will  look  at  the 
ninth  section  he  will  see  that  not  only  those  named 
in  the  first  section  are  thus  incorporated  as  he 
suggests,  over  twenty,  but  the  ninth  section  pro- 
vides that  all  those  existing  in  the  District  that 
are  not  named  are  also  incorporated;  and  then  for 
the  future  all  those  whom  the  board  of  trustees 
may  admit  hereafter  shall  also  be  incorporated 
and  have  the  same  privileges  as  those  named  in 
the  first  section. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  propose  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  words  "officers  and  members  of" 
in  the  first  line  of  the  seventh  section,  so  that  it 
will  read: 

That  the  several  masonic  bodies  named  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  HOWARD.     If  it  be  in  order  I  will  move 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator  will 
permit  me  to  make  a  remark.  I  understand  tliis 
bill  as  creating  one  general aggi-egate  corporation 
of  Masons;  and  in  addition  to  that,  I  understand 
it  as  incorporating  all  the  other  associate  congre- 
gations of  Masons.  In  my  own  State,  for  instance, 
there  are  one  hundred  and  fifty  lodges.  If  a  prop- 
osition had  been  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  similar  to  one  feature  of  the  bill  that  is 
now  under  consideration,  it  would  incorporate  the 
whole  of  those  one  hundred  and  fifty  lodges  in 
one  bill  instead  of  having  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bills  for  that  purpose.  I  see  no  objection  to  that. 
I  will  state  the  reason  why  they  desire  an  in- 
corporation. All  these  masonic  lodges  are  emi- 
nently charitable  institutions.  They  sometimes 
have  funds  on  hand,  but  never  to  a  large  amount. 
Those  funds  are  distributed  in  charity  from  time 
to  time  as  the  needs  of  the  members  connected 
with  thedifferentlodges  and  their  families  require. 
Their  treasui'ers  sometimes  have  the  custody  of 
these  funds.  If  there  is  no  act  of%icorporation 
the  treasurer  loans  them  in  his  individual  char- 
acter, and  takes  a  note  to  himself  as  an  individ- 
ual. He  sometimes  proves  a  defaulter,  and  causes 
a  loss  to  the  lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member.  They 
desu'e  an  act  of  incorporation  in  order  that,  as  they 
accumulate  funds,  and  as  they  desire  to  make  a 
little  profit  out  of  them  if  there  is  no  immediate 
call  for  their  distribution  in  works  of  charily, 
they  may  be  loaned  by  the  corporate  name  of  the 
lodge  for  its  benefit,  and  not  in  the  name  of  an 
individual  officer  who  may  prove  a  defaulter. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark.) 
The  question  is  on  the  motion  to  recommit  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  do  not  make  the  motion 
with  any  intent  to  prejudice  the  measure  which 
is  now  before  the  Senate,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
submitting  it  again  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  CoJumbia,  in  order 
that  they  may  reform  it,  if  it  needs  reformation, 
and  make  such  improvements  in  the  phraseology 
as  they  may  see  fit.  I  certainly  think  it  needs 
amendment.  I  am  notable  to  see  the  necessity  of 
incorporating  such  agreat  number  of  lodges  at  one 
swoop  tts  are  included  in  this  bill.  In  the  first  place. 


there  are  nineteen  lodges  mentioned  byname  in  the 
first  section  of  the  bill;  and  that  section  declares 
that  the  individuals  named  therein  are  recognized 
in  the  act  as  a  board  of  trustees  representing  the 
several  masonic  bodies  before  named;  and  those 
several  trustees  named  in  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  are  incorporated  themselves  into  a  body-pol- 
itic and  corporate  by  the  name  of  the  Masonic 
Hall  Association. 

In  the  seventh  section  of  the  bill  there  is  a  fur- 
ther proceeding  in  the  nature  as  it  would  seem  of 
a  sort  of  sub-incorporation  or  the  creation  of  mi- 
nor corporations  subject  to  the  large  one  going  by 
the  name  of  the  Masonic  Hall  Association.  All 
these  lodges,  the  nineteen  mentioned  in  the  first 
section,  are  created  separate  and  distinct  sub-cor- 
porations, subordinate  in  some  degree  certainly 
to  the  one  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  the 
bill.  As  has  been  very  properly  said  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Connecticut,  section  nine  extends  the 
privilege  of  incorporation  to  any  lodges  within 
t+ie  District  that  may  hereafter  see  fit  to  apply  to 
the  trustees;  so  that  there  is  no  end  of  the  num- 
ber of  corporations  thatmay  exist  under  this  bill. 
Is  it  worth  while  for  Congress  to  gi-ant  this  un- 
usual privilege  of  self-incorporation  ?  It  seems  to 
me  not.  I  can  see  no  need  of  it  at  all.  The  bill 
itself  contains  no  limitation  of  the  time  during 
which  these  several  corporations  may  be  in  exist- 
ence. They  are  perpetual  corporations,  if  I  un- 
derstand the  bill  correctly,  like  the  grand  corpo- 
ration known  as  the  Masonic  Hall  Corporation. 
1  believe  there  is  no  limitation  as  to  time.  If  I 
am  mistaken  in  this,  the  Senator  from  Iowa  can 
correct  me. 

In  order  to  reach  the  object  I  really  desire,  that 
is,  the  granting  of  such  a  charter  as  may  be  proper 
and  necessary,  I  submit  the  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. I  do  not  see  that  the  measure  can  be 
prejudiced  by  it.  I  should  vote  for  it  with  great 
pleasure  if  it  could  be  brought  before  us  in  an 
improved  form. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  agreed  to. 

ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPiierson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
signed  an  enrolled  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No. 
37)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
anticipate  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  there- 
upon signed  by  the  Vice  Pi-esident. 

STREET  RAILROAD  IN  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  now  ask  the  Senate  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  54. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (S.  No.  54^to  incorporate  the  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  Company  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  It  proposes  to  create  Alexander  R. 
Shepherd,  Richard  Wallach,  Lewis  Clephane, 
Samuel  P.  Brown,  Nathaniel  Wilson,  Joseph  L. 
Savage,  and  William  W.  Rapley,and  their  asso- 
ciates and  assigns,  a  body  corporate,  under  the 
name  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company, 
with  authority  to  construct  and  lay  down  a  dou- 
ble-track railway,  with  the  necessary  switches 
and  turnouts,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  through  and  along  the  fol- 
lowing avenues  and  streets:  Commencing  at  the 
junction  of  A  street  north  and  New  Jersey  ave- 
nue, at  the  north  side  of  the  Capitol;  along  the 
east  side  of  New  Jersey  avenue  to  D  street  north; 
along  D  street  north  and  alongC  street  north  and 
Indiunaavenue  to  the  intersection  of  D  sti-eetnorth 
with  Indiana  avenue;  along  Indiana  avenue,  D 
street  north  and  Louisiana  avenue  tcfTifth  street 
west;  along  Fifth  street  west  to  F  street  north; 
along  F  street  north  to  Fourteenth  street  west; 
along  Fourteefith  street  west  to  G  street  north; 
along  G  street  north  to  Fifteenth  street  west;  along 
Fifteenth  street  westand  Pcimsylvania avenue  to 
Seventeenth  street  west;  along  Seventeenth  street 
west  to  I  street  north;  along  I  street  north,  across 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  to  the  junction  of  New 
Hampshire  avenue  and  Twenty-third  street  west; 
thence  along  New  Hampshire  avenue  to  the  Cir- 
cle. Also,  a  double  or  single  track  branch  rail- 
way, commencing  at  the  intersection  of  D  street 
north  and  New  Jersey  avenue;  along  New  Jer- 
sey avenue  to  Massachusetts  avenue;  along  Mas- 
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■nchusetts avenue  to  H  street  north;  and  along  H 
Btreet  north  to  Seventeenth  street  west,  intersect- 
ing the  (Jouble-track  road.  Also,  adoubleor  sin- 
gle-track road  iVom  the  intersection  of  Seventeenth 
Btreet  west  and  I  street  north,  connecting  with  the 
double-track  road  at  Seventeenth  street  west; 
along  [  street  north  to  New  York  avenue;  along 
New  York  avenue  to  Ninth  street  west;  and  along 
Ninth  street  west  to  the  Washington  canal;  with 
the  privilegeof  extending  the  said  branch  road  at 
«ny  time  along  Ninth  street  west  to  M  street  north; 
along  M  street  north  to  Tenth  street  west;  and 
•long  Tenth  street  west  to  the  Washington  canal, 
with  the  right  to  run  public  carriages  thereon 
drawn  by  horse  power,  at  a  rate  of  fare  not  ex- 
ceeding five  cents  a  passenger,  for  any  distance  be- 
tween the  termini  of  either  of  the  main  railways, 
or  between  the  termini  of  either  of  the  branch  rail- 
ways, or  between  either  terminus  of  the  main  rail- 
way and  the  terminus  of  either  of  the  branch  rail- 
ways; but  the  use  and  maintenance  of  the  road 
are  to  be  subject  to  the  municipal  regulations  c»f 
the  city  (if  Washington  within  its  corporate  limits. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  to  be  not 
less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  in  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  and  they 
are  to  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges  usually 
granted  to  such  corporations. 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  re- 
ported the  bill  with  amendments,  the  firstof  wliich 
IS  in  section  one,  line  five,  to  insert  among  the 
list  of  corporators  the  folio  wing  persons:  "  Frank- 
linTenney,  iVIatthew  G.  Emery, Samuel  Fowler, 
John  Little,  J.  C.  McKelden,  Sayles  J.  Bowen, 
John  H.  Semmes,  D.  C.  Forney." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  in  that  connection  to 
strike  out  the  naine  of  Joseph  L.  Savage. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
Section  twelve,  line  twenty-one,  after  the  word 
•*  money"  to  strike  out  the  words  "  or  checks  or 
certificates  of  deposit,  indorsed  'good'  by  the 
president  or  cashier  of  some  good  solvent  bank 
or  banks;"  so  that  the  proviso  will  read: 

Provided  furtlier,  'J'liat  nothing  sliall  he  received  injiay- 
mcntof  the  iwf.nty-iivc  per  cent,  at  the  time  of  subscrib- 
ing tixcept  money. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  twelve,  line  twenty-eight,  alter  the  word 
"company"  to  strike  out  the  following  words: 

To  meet  within  ton  days  tlieroartcr  for  tlie  transaction 
of  businea?;  and  at  tlie  expiration  of  one  year  after  tlie  or- 
ganization of  the  company,  the  corporators  hrrein  naniod 
tliall  call  a  meelinj  of  thcstocklioldcrs  of  said  company. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  nextamendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  thirteen,  line  six,  after  the  word  "  direct- 
ors" to  strike  out  the  following  clause: 

And  the  following-named  "corporators  arc  hereby  made 
and  consiilntitd  directors  for  tlic  lirst  year,  namely  :  Alex- 
ander U.  Shepherd,  Richard  Wallacli,  Lewis  Clephane, 
Samuel  P.  ISrown,  Nailianiel  VVilaoii,  Joseph  L.  Savage, 
William  W.  Raplcy. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  1  desire  to  offer  two  or 
three  amendments  to  the  bill.  In  section  two, 
line  five,  after  the  word  "  projierty,"  1  move  to 
insert  the  words  "  and  to  license  for  their  vehicles 
or  cars;"  so  that  the  section  will  read: 

That  «aid  roads  shall  he  deemed  real  estate,  and  they,  to- 
gether with  other  real  property  ajid  personal  property  of 
«aid  body  corporate, shall  be  liable  to  taxation,  as  other  real 
ertatu  and  pergonal  properly,  and  to  license  for  their  velii- 
eles  or  earn,  In  tlio  eitiea  aforesaid,  except  as  hereinafter 
provided. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Will  the  Senator  explain 
llmt  umendtnenl?     I  do  notriuite  understand  if. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  Yes,  sir.  The  object  of  it 
is  ihiti:  herftlofore  in  this  city  under  the  corpora- 
lion  laws  all  carriages  or  public  vehicles  have  been 
Dubject  to  n  license  often  dollars  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  revenue  for  the  ciliy  to  be  appro- 
prr;\ted  in  a  way  that  any  one  can  understand. 
Tiie  other  company  pay  this  license,  although 
this  language  is  not  expressly  incor|)Oratcd  in 
their  charter;  and  to  avoid  any  difficulty  on  that 
Bubject  I  pro))ose  this  amendment  that  they  shall 
be  subject  to  such  licenses  us  carriaged  usually 
arc  subjecied  to. 

Mr.  iVlOIUULL.  I  do  not  know  who.ther  there 
■hould  be  any  olijection  to  that  or  not.  It  is  a 
provii^ion  whicli  was  not  contained  in  the  ehurli-r 
gruMled  to  the  other  company,  and  will  bi'im  im- 


position of  a  tax  on  this  company  which  was  not 
imposed  on  the  other.  I  luu'dly  know  how  far  a 
tax  of  this  kind  would  be  proper  upon  a  convey- 
ance of  so  public  a  character  as  a  railroad  car. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  stated  before  that  in  pur- 
suance of  the  original  custom  in  relation  to  car- 
riages, the  city  has  already  imposed  a  tax  upon 
the  cars  now  running  on  the  Pennsylvania  avenue 
road,  and  the  company  have  paid  it  without  any 
difficulty.  Some  individuals,  however, have  raised 
a  question  that  there  might  be  a  dispute  created 
on  that  subject  inasmuch  ns  it  was  not  expressly 
stated  in  the  act  incorporating  the  other  road; 
and  in  order  to  make  that  matter  clear,  I  have,  at 
the  instance  of  the  city  authorities,  proposed  this 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  have  another  amend- 
ment; in  section  five,  line  six,  after  the  word 
"  avenues,"  to  insert  the  words  "  and  the  sewer- 
age thereof;"  so  that  the  section  v/iU  read: 

That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  prevent  the  Government  at 
any  time,  at  their  option,  from  altering  the  grade  or  other- 
wise improving  all  avenues  and  streets  occupied  by  .=aid 
roads,  or  the  city  of  Washington  from  so  altering  or  im- 
proving such  streets  and  avenues  and  the  sewerage  thereof 
as  may  he  under  their  control. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  cannot  foresee  to  what 
extent  the  provisions  of  the  sixteenth  section  may 
be  carried;  but  I  can  imagine  that  very  serious 
injury  rnay  be  done  to  the  rights  of  the  city  if  it 
should  be  adopted.  I  therefore  move  to  strike 
out  the  sixteenth  section  in  the  following  words: 

Sec.  16.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mayor,  com- 
mon council,  and  the  several  olRcers  of  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  VVashington,  and  the  said  corporation,  is  hereby 
prohibited  from  doing  any  act  or  thing  to  liiiider,  delay,  or 
obstruct  the  construction  or  operation  of  said  railroad,  as 
herein  authorized. 

It  might  well  be  that  certain  rights  of  the  city 
might  be  invaded  by  this  company,  and  this  sec- 
tion would  prevent  the  city  from  ap|iealing  even 
to  the  courts  of  law  for  the  purpose  of  having  any 
redress  or  having  their  rights  protected  in  the 
slightest  possible  degi-ee.  It  is  proposed  to  pro- 
hibit them  "  from  doing  any  act  or  thing  to  hin- 
der, delay,  or  obstruct  the  construction  or  opera- 
tion ofsaid  railroad."  Itseemsto  me  there  is  no 
necessity  for  any  such  provision;  and  it  would 
perhaps  do  great  injustice  to  the  interests  of  the 
city  if  it  should  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I\Ir.  President,  I  believe  this 
section  is  precisely  like  the  section  in  the  bill  in- 
corpoi-ating  the  former  railroad  company.  I  have 
heardof  no  difficulty  arising  between  the  city  and 
the  company  on  that  account;  and  I  can  hardly 
conceive  that  any  jii'aetical  question  could  arise. 
The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  should  consider 
that  in  other  portions  of  the  bill  this  railroad  com- 
pany is  subjected  in  the  location  of  its  road  to  the 
city  councils;  and,  furthermore,  that  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  streets,  avenues,  sewers,  &.c., 
they  are  by  positive  provision  of  the  act  subject 
to  the  control  and  dii'ectioii  of  the  city  councils. 
Therefore  I  own  coticeive  of  no  other  interpretation 
to  be  put  upon  this  section  of  the  statute  than  that 
the  mayor  an#  common  council  shall  not  unneces- 
sarily interfere.  There  was  certainly  noint(!ntion 
to  give  the  company  a  license  to  do  any  act  which 
they  were  not  authorized  by  this  bill  to  do.  As 
certain  powers  have  been  conl^ned  on  the  city 
councils  to  supervise  to  some  extent  the  location 
and  construciion  of  this  road,  the  intention  of  the 
committee  was  to  negative  the  idea  that  they 
should  go  anything  beyond  it;  that,  while  they 
are  permitted  to  supervise  the  location  of  the  road, 
to  see  that  it  does  not  unnecessarily  incouimmle 
the  citizens  in  the  sti-eets  and  avenues  ami  public 
sewers,  they  shall  not  at  the  same  time  be  allowed 
to  do  anything  which  will  necessarily  tend  to  the 
hinderance  or  delay  of  the  work.  I'hat  is  the  in- 
terpretation I  [luiupon  the  section,  and  theiefore 
1  do  not  see  that  it  is  objectionable. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  i  do  not  propose  to  ex- 
tend the  remarks  on  this  subject,  but  I  wish  to 
say  a  word  in  answer  to  the  Senator  from  Maine. 
Supfiose  tlii.s  c(Mni>any  should  not  observe  the 
teims  of  this  very  charter  in  the  location  of  their 
road  or  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  com- 
pleted; suppose  ihey  should  utterly  disregard  it. 
Wy  thifi  He(;ii(,n  of  ilu-  act,  the  city  would  be  prc- 
eludid   fiom  laising  it.s  voice  or  appealing  to  the 


courts  for  the  purpose  of  requiring  a  legitimate 
performance  of  the  duties  of  this  corpoi-ation  under 
this  act.  I  see  no  necessity  for  such  a  prohibi- 
tion. There  may  be  no  necessity  arising  for  the 
exercise  of  any  such  right  on  the  part  of  tiie  city; 
but  I  Clin  conceive  a  state  of  things  which  would 
render  it  highly  important  and  necessary  that  they 
should  have  some  right  to  appeal  even  to  a  court 
of  justice  in  the  city,  in  order  to  compel  these  cor- 
porators to  perform  their  duties  under  the  charter. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  who 
has  charge  of  this  bill  if  there  is  a  provision  in  it 
making  the  charter  subject  to  the  future  action  of 
Congress.'* 

Mr.  MORRILL.    There  is. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Then  I  think  this  provis- 
ion is  hardly  desirable;  but  if  it  is  in  the  other 
charter  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  make  them 
nearly  alike,  and  then  pass  an  amendatory  law 
applicable  to  both.  I  should  like  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  this  charter,  but  I  hardly  like  to 
do  so  unless  it  can  be  made  applicable  to  the  other 
company.  I  think  when  the  company  fails  to 
provide  passengers  with  seats  the  fare  ought  to 
be  lowered.  We  regulate  the  fare.  Wesaythat 
it  is  worth  so  much  to  ride  the  length  of  the  route, 
or  as  far  as  the  passenger-chooses  to  go.  I  think 
it  ought  not  to  be  so  much  if  they  do  not  provide 
scats  for  all  the  passengers.  The  passengers 
should  pay  something,  perhaps  a  cent  if  a  man  *■ 
stands;  and  then  a  man  can  ride  or  not,  as  he  sees 
fit.  But  I  do  notlike  to  put  such  a  provision  upon 
this  charter  without  inserting  it  also  in  the  other; 
and  I  hardly  like  to  propose  to  amend  another  » 
charter  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  This  is  over  a  much  less  profit- 
able road. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  so;  but  I 
think  it  is  very  desirable  to  have  two  railroads. 
I  do  not  think  one  can  do  the  business;  but  I  do 
not  suppose  this  will  be  by  any  means  as  profit- 
able as  the  other  road;  and  if  we  hamper  it  with 
restrictions  and  disabilities  not  imposed  on  the 
other  road,  it  may  not  be  built  at  all.  I  do  not 
know  what  are  the  probabilities  of  its  being  built, 
but  I  suppose  the  road  will  not  be  a  very  profit- 
able one. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  do  not  understand  tho 
force  of  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island.  To  go  to  the  legitimate  extent  of  it,  it 
amounts  to  this:  because  you  have  chartered  one  ■ 
company  in  the  city  of  Washington,  though  that 
charter  may  be  filled  with  inaccuracies,  and  many 
matters  which  were  very  essential  may  have  been 
overlooked,  therefore  you  cannot  remedy  the  de- 
fects which  have  become  apparent  subsequently 
or  which  have  suggested  themselves  to  the  mind 
of  legislators  without  interfering  with  the  rights 
of  some  other  persons  holding  another  charter. 
I  think,  as  nothing  is  perfect  that  is  invented,  that 
we  ought  to  perfect  as  we  go  along,  and  as  it 
occurs  to  us. 

I  do  not  mean  to  continue  the  discussion.  I 
have  brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  which  is  the  guardian  of  the  city  in  this 
particular;  and  as  I  think  the  section  is  an  im- 
proper one,  I  have  moved  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Does  this  section  apply 
to  the  construction  of  the  road  or  to  the  construc- 
tion and  working  of  the  road. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.     Only  the  consti-uction. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Then  the  provision  so  fur 
as  respects  that  charter  probably  would  have  no 
effect. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Itapplies  both  to  the  construc- 
tion and  ojieration  of  the  road.  This  section  ia 
an  exact  transcript  of  the  section  of  the  bill  passed 
two  years  ago  for  the  other  corporation. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Then  I  think  we  ought  to 
make  the  charters  about  alike,  and  amend  them 
both  by  another  bill.  I  should  be  in  favor  of 
striking  this  section  out  of  this  charter  and  the 
other  too;  but  we  should  do  it  in  a  supplementary 
bill  ap[)licable  to  both. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  tosny  a  few  words 
in  explanation  of  this  provision  of  the  bill.  It 
will  be  seen,  as  I  believe  I  have  already  stated, 
that  by  the  general  provisions  of  the  bill,  in  the 
construction  and' operation  of  this  road  the  com- 
])any  is  subjected  to  the  supervision  of  the  city 
council  in  very  many  particulars  as  to  the  streets, 
avenues,  sewerage,  (&c.  Considering  that  fact, 
the  committee  deemed  it  necessary  to  insert  a 
provision  that  in  the  exercise  of  that  power  they 
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should  not  unnecessarily  hinder  or  delay  the  com- 
pany. They  therefore  provide  that  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  neijative  powers  already  conferred, 
the  mayor  and  common  council  shall  not  hinder, 
delay,  or  obstruct  the  construction  or  operation 
of  the  road.  If  1  supposed  it  possible  that  tliis 
negation  of  autiiority  would  apply  to  a  process 
in  law  for  u  violation  of  the  chartur  of  the  com- 
pany or  any  of  ihe  rights  of  the  city  government, 
of  course  I  would  not  support  for  a  momentsuch 
an  exercise  of  authority  on  the  part  of  these  in- 
dividuals; but  I  cannot  conceive  for  a  moinent 
that  it  would  apply  to  a  case  of  that  kind.  Tlie 
ciiy  would  have  the  power  to  apply  to  the  courts 
to  enjoin  this  company  from  committing  illegal 
or  improper  acts,  and  I  cannot  conceive  that  tlie 
power  of  this  section  would  be  invoked  as  against 
that  application. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  There  is  one  idea  that  oc- 
curs to  me  which  I  will  state.  Suppose  that,  in 
the  construction  or  use  of  this  road,  this  company 
should  occupy  a  larger  portion  of  the  streets  of 
the  city  than  is  provided  for  by  the  city  charter 
in  relation  to  the  building  of  edifices  and  construc- 
tion generally  in  the  city;  or  suppose  they  should 
occupy  the  streets  with  their  cars,  they  not  being 
in  use,  and  suffer  them  to  stand  there,  thus  inter- 
fering v/ith  public  travel,  &c.,  in  the  city.  This 
section  would  prevent  the  city  from  taking  any 
step  whatever  in  order  to  keep  the  public  streets 
and  avenues  open  for  public  use.  I  am  not  fa- 
miliar with  this  matter,  and  do  not  intend  to  take 
up  time  witb  it.  I  have  already  taken  more  time 
tiian  I  anticipated  by  far;  but  1  thought  it  was  a 
matter  that  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Senate,  and  1  now  submit  it  to  their  consid- 
eration. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  have  one  other  amend- 
ment to  offer.  In  order  to  meet  the  objections 
whicli  have  been  raised  tliat  we  are  incorporating 
in  this  act  provisions  different  from  those  con- 
tained in  the  other  charter,  I  propose  to  add  at  the 
end  of  the  second  section  what  1  send  to  the 
Chair: 

Provirlcd,  That  all  other  corporations  in  the  District  of 
Coluiiibia  heretofore  organized  for  like  purposes  shall  be 
subject  to  pay  license  as  provided  in  this  section. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  lam  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  move  an 
amendment  in  section  one,  line  forty,  to  strike  out 
"Tenth "and  insert  "Twelfth,"  and  also  in  line 
forty-one  to  strike  out  "Tenth"  and  insert 
"Tw^elfih;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

With  the  privilege  of  extending  the  said  branch  road  at 
any  time  along  Niiith  street  west,  to  M  street  north,  along 
M  street  north  to  Twelfth  street  west,  and  along  Twelfth 
street  west,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  the  same  line  I  move  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  to  the  Washington  canal," 
and  to  insert  "and  Maryland  avenue  to  the  Po- 
tomac river."  '*■ 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
Maine  that  there  is  now  a  railroad  down  Mary- 
land avenue. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  This  would  strike  Maryland 
avenue  at  the  intersection  of  Twelfth  street,  and 
that  would  not  be  more  than  a  hundred  yards. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  It  is  to  go  down  to  the  Po- 
tomac. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     On  Twelfth  street. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  No.  Twelfth  street  strikes 
Maryland  avenue  about  a  hundred  yards,  I  should 
think,  from  the  bridge,  and  the  only  distance  it 
would  run  by  the  side  of  the  road  on  Maryland 
avenue  would  be  that  distance. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  wished  to  know  what  ef- 
fect this  would  have  on  the  other  road.  Do  you 
mean  to  say  that  they  use  the  same  track  the 
other  road  has.'' 

Mr.  MORRILL.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then  you  should  say  it  is 
not  to  interfere  with  the  other  road. 

The  amendment  was  jtgreed  to. 
Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  There  wa.s  one  other 
amendment  that  1  omitted.  It  is  in  section  sev- 
cntren,  hne  eight,  after  the  word  "dollars,"  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  tn  said  company,"  and  to 
jnsert  "  to  be  recovered  and  dispo.sed  of  as  other 
fines  and  penalties  in  said  city." 

The  object  of  this  amendment  ia  to  give  the 
fine  of  five  dollars  for  injuring  the  property  of 


the  railroad  to  the  city  instead  of  to  the  company. 
1  offer  this  amendment  because  by  the  section  as 
it  will  stand  if  amended,  the  [)arly  committingan 
injury  is  to  "  remain  liable,  in  addition  to  said 
penalty,  for  any  loss  or  damage  occasioned  by 
his,  her,  or  their  act,  as  aforesaid."  The  party 
who  commits  any  injury  or  damage  is  liable  to 
make  good  all  those  damages  to  the  company, 
and  as  it  now  stands  gives  the  five  dollars  fine  in 
addition  to  the  company.  I  see  no  reason  why 
they  should  have  that,  I  think  it  should  go  into 
the  city  treasury  to  help  pay  the  enormous  taxes 
of  the  city. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  In  order  to  bring  this  bill 
into  harmony  with  the  last  railroad  bill  of  the 
Senate,  I  offer  the  same  amendment  which  I  of- 
fered then,  and  which,it  will  be  remembered,  was 
adopted,  and  I  believe  I  can  have  the  cooperation 
of  the  Senator  from  Maine  who  has  charge  of  this 
bill.  It  is  to  add  to  section  fourteen  tlie  follow- 
ing proviso,  which  I  send  to  the  Chair: 

ProviJed,  That  there  shall  be  no  regulations  excluding 
any  persons  from  any  car  on  account  of  color. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Mr.  President,  when  the 
question  was  propounded  on  a  former  day  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  as  a  question  of  law,  as 
to  the  power  of  the  existing  railroad  corporation 
in  this  District  to  exclude  from  the  cars  this  class 
of  people,  the  response  from  the  committee  seemed 
to  be  that  in  law  the  corporation  had  no  power 
to  make  any  such  distinction.  The  Senator  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Johnson,]  whose  legal  ability  is 
not  only  known  to  the  Senate  but  to  the  whole 
country,  seemed  by  his  answer  to  acquiesce  in 
that  opinion.  I  made  no  remark  on  that  occasion; 
and  I  d©  not  profess  to  submit  my  judgment 
against  the  judgment  of  such  luminaries  in  the 
law  as  expressed  their  opinion  on  that  occasion. 
I  did,  however,  then  internally  dissent  from  any 
such  idea  as  a  proposition  of  law.  I  disscntfrom 
it  now. 

It  is  true,  not  being  a  very  industrious  man, 
perhaps  not  having  cultivated  my  profession  to 
the  degree  that  I  should,  I  may  not  be  able  to  form 
or  express  a  correct  opinion  on  the  question  of 
law  involved;  but  I  do  announce  it  as  my  settled 
judgment,  as  a  man  who  has  humbly  essayed  the 
pathway  of  the  law  for  twenty  years,  that  that 
corporation  has  the  right  to  have  cars  for  the  trans- 
portation of  white  men  and  cars  for  the  convey- 
ance of  Indians  and  of  negroes;  and  provided  they 
supply  sufficient  accommodation  for  all  classes  of 
people  traveling  upon  their  railway,  no  possible 
claim  for  damages  can  arise  against  them  from 
the  fact  that  they  exclude  from  certain  cars  cer- 
tain classes  of  people.  If  this  be  not  so,  I  ask  why 
do  you  find  accommodations  in  your  steamers 
crossing  the  ocean  for  first-class,  second-class, 
and  third-class  passengers.'  Why  do  you  find 
cars  provided  on  your  railroads  for  emigrants 
called  emigrant  cars,  cars  for  the  accommodation 
of  ladies  accompanied  by  gentlemen,  and  cars  for 
gentlemen  not  accompanied  by  ladies  >  As  a  ques- 
tion of  law,  therefore,  as  it  stands  now,  that  cor- 
poration,in  my  judgment,  has  the  powerandthe 
legal  right  to  exclude  from  conveyance  upon  any 
cars  which  they  may  designate  this  class  of  per- 
sons, provided  they  supply  a  suflicient  number  of 
cars  for  their  accommodation. 

This  is  a  proposition  that  the  corporation  which 
the  bill  under  consideration  proposes  to  create 
shall  flot  have  the  right  to  make  any  such  reg- 
ulation as  this,  which,  in  my  judgment,  the 
existing  corporation  now  have  a  right  to  make; 
and  it  presents,  therefore,  a  simple  question  of 
propriety  addressed  to  us  as  legislators.  Sir, 
allow  me  to  express  my  surprise  that  there  should 
be  such  a  strong  disposition  manifested  on  the 
part  of  white  men  and  the  representatives  ofwhite 
men  to  ride  in  cars  with  negroes.  Has  any  white 
person  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  any  white 
person  visiting  this  city  been  incommoded  in  the 
least  from  the  fact  that  he  has  not  been  seated 
alongside  of  a  negro  in  any  one  of  these  cars.' 
Flas  any  gentleman,  any  man  who  was  born  a 
gentleman,  or  any  man  who  has  the  instincts  of 
a  gentleman,  felt  himself  degraded  from  the  fact 
that  he  was  not  honored  by  a  scat  by  the  side  of 
some  free  negro.'  Has  any  lady  in  the  United 
States  felt  herself  aggrieved  from  the  fact  that  she 
was  not  honor(Kl  with  the  company  of  Miss  Di- 
nah or  Miss  Chloe  on  board  these  care.' 


Whence,  then,  comes  this  complaint.'  Doesit 
come  from  that  great  ruling  class,  not  only  in  this 
country  but  throughout  the  world,  to  whom  na- 
ture and  nature's  God  have  given  superiority  of 
intellect,  and  superiority  in  all  the  elements  that 
go  to  constitute  the  most  perfect  mardiood.'  Does 
it  come  from  one  of  those  beings  who,  forgetting 
the  position  which  nature  and  nature's  God  have 
given  him,  chooses  to  thrust  himself  into  associa- 
tions where  he  knows  that  his  company  is  not 
wanted  .'  Or  does  it  come  from  that  sickly  senti- 
mentality which,  in  its  progress,  has  done  so  much 
to  degrade  human  character  in  this  country,  and 
which  sentimentality  is  to  be  cultivated  as  a  politi- 
cal element.' 

Sir,  the  only  complaint  that  has  ever  been  heard 
in  this  District,  according  to  my  information  in 
reference  to  this  subject,  is  that  some  black  fellow 
who  thought  himself  clothed  in  a  little  brief  au- 
thority, and  worea  surgeon's  insignia,  presumed 
to  intrude  himself  into  a  car  and  was  turned  out. 
Has  there  been  any  other  complaint  in  this  Dis- 
trict.' Has  there  been  a  single  petition  from  the 
white  inhabitants  of  this  District,  or  from  the 
white  people  of  the  United  States  visiting  this 
District,  that  that  company  docs  not  afford  the 
facilities  and  accommodations  that  are  necessary? 
Not  one,  sir.  That  single  case  stands  out  solitary 
and  alone,  and  constitutes  the  powerful  appeal 
that  comes  up  to  the  American  Senate  and  invokes 
them  to  make  some  legal  provision  to  remedy  aH 
evil  which  it  is  suggested  exists. 

What,  therefore,  is  the  reason  for  your  legis- 
lation.' What  is  the  appeal  addressed  to  the  Amer- 
ican Senate  asking  for  any  such  provision  as  this 
to  be  incorporated  in  a  bill  proposed  to  be  en- 
acted by  the  American  Senate.'  Sir, let  the  coun- 
try know,  let  it  even  go  home  to  Massachusetts 
and  to  Boston, whose  ideas  seem  to  be  controlling 
the  legislation  of  this  country,  and  who  seem  to 
be  running  the  machine  of  Government  at  the 
present  time,  that  no  appeal  has  bo  n  made  to 
the  American  Senate  or  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  any  such  legislation  as  this.  Let 
it  go  forth  to  the  country  that  if  you  adopt  this 
amendment  you  do  it  from  no  consideration  of  any 
existing  grievance;  you  do  it  upon  no  petition  of 
any  white  man  or  any  white  woman  of  the  United 
States;  you  do  it  simply  on  account  of  a  letter 
written  by  a  negro  and  read  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  on  a  former  occasion.  That  is  the 
only  basis  for  your  proposed  legislation. 

Sir,  I  know  that  I  am  considered  ultra  in  ref- 
erence to  my  views  upon  all  these  questions;  but, 
as  I  have  taken  occasion  to  say  before,  the  men 
who  so  persistently  attempt  on  all  occasions  to 
introduce  measures  which  in  their  very  nature 
are  calculated  to  bring  about  social  and  political 
equality  among  the  races,  and  which  are  seized 
hold  of  by  the  subordinate  race  and  cause  them 
to  believe  that  that  is  the  intent  and  meaning  of 
our  legislation,  are  not  the  true  friends  of  that 
subordinate  race.  If  your  schemes  could  be  car- 
ried out,  if  you  could  accomplish  your  purposes,  if 
you  could  bring  about  the  establishment  of  your 
ideas  legislative  and  social  as  the  controlling  ideas 
of  this  country,  fifty  years  would  not  pass  away 
before  the  truthful  historian  would  record  that 
the  worst  enemies  of  that  subject  race  were  your- 
selves. Under  the  control,  under  the  govern- 
ment, and  under  the  superintendence  of  the  su- 
perior race,  they  have  prospered,  and  they  have 
been  happy  beyond  the  experience  of  any  class  of 
people  of  inferi»3r  character  that  this  world's  his- 
tory has  shown  in  the  past;  but,  sir,  carry  out 
your  ideas,  once  bring  them  into  that  position 
your  legislation  contemplates,  and  the  mournful 
story  which  we  read  of  the  poor  Indian,  who,  from 
contact  with  the  white  race,  has  almost  become 
extinct,  will  be  theirs. 

Sir,  1  do  not  propose  to  extend  this  idea;  but  I 
wish  here  and  now,  in  my  place  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  and  as  an  American  Senator,  to 
say  that  in  my  judgment  all  such  legislation  and 
all  attempts  at  the  establishment  of  such  ideas  are 
a  war  against  nature  and  nature'sGod.  Igo  forth 
into  the  majestic  forest  and  I  see  the  great  oak 
spreading  its  branches  to  the  sky,  so  that  the  birds 
of  heaven  may  rest  and  chirp  their  songs  securely 
and  happily  within  its  boughs.  Immediately 
alongside  of  it  1  sec  the  humble  sa]iling  that  ne^er 
was  destined  by  nature  or  by  nature's  God  to  be- 
come the  equal  of  (hat  oak.  Some  man,  question- 
ing the  wi«domofProvidcnce,maysay  "Whydid 
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not  the  God  of  nature  make  that  feeble  s|iroiit 
equal  to  that  majestic  oak?"  My  answer  is,  "It  is 
in  the  ordination  of  God's  yirovidence." 

So,  when  I  consider  the  different  races  of  men, 
observe  the  different  gradations  of  life,  and  see 
the  white  man,  with  his  noble  intellect,  with  his 
capacity  for  development,  with  his  native  energies, 
his  constant  improvement,  with  the  lights  that 
he  has  tiirown  upon  the  pathway  of  human  life, 
with  the  great  achievements  he  has  accomplished, 
1  accept  it  as  an  ordinance  of  Providence.  When 
I  see  the  humble,  groveling  pathway  in  which 
this  other  race  has  crawled  through  life,  and  their 
incapacity  to  elevate  themselves  to  that  same  po- 
sition, I  receive  it,  and  though  my  old-f;\shioned 
notions  of  theology  and  the  ways  of  God  to  man 
are  not  conformable  to  present  views,  yet  I  accept 
them  as  true  evidences  of  their  native  inferiority; 
when  I  see  such  a  being  as  that,  who,  by  his  own 
history  and  life,  and  by  every  evidence  of  his  ca- 
pacity which  he  has  given  to  mankind,  has  shown 
the  impossibility  of  his  nature  to  rise  to  such  po- 
sitions and  to  achieve  such  results,  I  accept  it 
also  as  an  indication  of  the  ways  of  Providence  to 
man  and  as  indicating  that  great  controlling  law 
of  the  divine  Providence  which  regulates  races 
even  of  sentient  beings,  ay,  sir,  beings  with  im- 
mortal souls,  just  as  much  as  1  see  that  law  indi- 
cated in  the  inanimate  works  of  nature. 

Perhaps,  sir,  I  have  said  enough  on  this  occa- 
sion. If  you  pass  this  amendment,  you  do  it  not 
from  any  evidence  before  you  of  any  public  in- 
convenience. If  you  pass  it,  you  do  it  not  be- 
cause there  is  a  single  beingof  your  race  who  has 
asked  you  to  do  it.  If  you  do  it,  therefore,  you 
do  it  simply  with  a  view  of  attempting  to  make 
universal  that  sickly  sentimentality  which  un- 
fortunately for  our  country  has  had  too  much  to 
do  with  our  present  troubles. 

Mr.  President,  in  the  silent  moments  of  thought 
I  have  sometimes  considered  this  question:  does 
our  present  position ,  and  the  spectacle  which  we 
present  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  find  a  parallel  in 
the  history  of  any  other  people  who  have  gone 
before  us.'  I  know  of  no  civilized  people  on  earth 
who  have  heretofore  so  persistently  labored  either 
to  raise  to  their  own  elevation  an  inferior  race  or 
to  degrade  themselves  to  the  equality  of  an  infe- 
rior race  as  we  have  done  in  the  last  three  years. 
But  I  conclude  the  few  remarks  I  have  felt  called 
upon  by  the  introduction  of  this  amendment  to 
submit  to  the  Senate  on  this  occasion  by  simply 
saying  that,  although  I  may  not  have  read  the 
history  of  nations  or  the  progress  of  civilization 
aright,  or  studied  as  thoroughly  as  I  should  have 
done  the  history  of  mankind  in  all  ages  of  the 
world,  when  the  history  of  our  times  shall  be 
written,  we  shall  be  regarded,  and  justly  regarded, 
as  an  exception  to  the  whole  human  family  in  an 
unreasonable,  I  might  say  insane,  effort  to  equal- 
ize with  ourselves  an  inferior  race.  Posterity  will 
say  it  was  the  most  insane  attempt  ever  made  in 
any  civilized  country  to  bring  about  an  equality 
of  races  which  never  did  exist,  and  which  no 
legislation  can  ever  make  exist. 

Sir,  if  in  the  providence  of  God  it  shall  ever 
happen  (which  I  pray  may  never  be)  that  the 
majestic  columns  wh'ich  now  support  this  Capi- 
tol shall  fall  in  ruin  and  destruction,  upon  the  cen- 
otaph of  a  once  great  nation  will  be  inscribed  this 
epitaph:  "Here  lie  thirty  million  white  men, 
women,  and  children,  who  lost  their  liberties  in 
trying  to  equalize  with  themselves  four  million 
nirgrocs." 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  There  is  no  prospect,  I  sup- 
pose, of  getting  through  with  this  bill  to-day,  and 
as  I  propose  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  reply  to  the 
Senator  from  Delaware,  I  move  that  the  Senate 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  wa.s  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  March  16,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  Y.  BaowN. 
The  Journal  ofyestcrday  was  read  and  approved. 
UNADJUSTED  CLAIMS  WITH  KCUADOK. 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.     I  ask  the  unani- 
mous con.sont  of  the  House  to  allow  me  to  move 
to  reconsider  the  motion  by  which  the  message 
of  the  President  relating  to  iinadjutUed  claims  be- 
tween ihiaGovcrnmciil  and  the  republic  of  Ecua- 


dor was  referred  yesterday  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state,  as  the 
President  mentions  in  his  message  that  he  desires 
as  prompt  action  as  possible  in  the  matter,  that 
the  Chair  supposes  there  will  be  no  objection  to 
permit  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  re- 
port at  any  time. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  message  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  WHALEY  asked  and  obtained  leave  of 
absence  for  his  colleague,  Mr.  Brown,  of  West 
Virginia,  for  ten  days  from  last  Saturday,  on  ac- 
count of  sickness  in  his  family. 

CIIAELE3  A.  PITCHER. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine,  asked  unanimous  con- 
sent to  have  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  Senate  joint 
resolution  No.  30,  for  the  relief  of  Charles  A. 
Pitcher. 

The  joint  resolution  confers  on  the  Court  of 
Claims  jurisdiction  to  hear  the  claims  of  Charles 
A.  Pitcher  for  the  use  of  his  patent,  for  an  im- 
provement in  making  brooms,  in  the  penitentiary 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  allow  him  what 
he  ought  to  have,  except  that  no  punitive  dam- 
ages shall  be  allowed  against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  If  the  joint 
resolution  be  referred  anywhere  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  It  is  an 
extraordinary  proposition  to  extend  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Court  of  Claims,  which  is  already  too 
much  extended. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  an  objection  to  tak- 
ing up  the  joint  resolution  for  reference  .-' 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.     I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  joint  resoliilion  is 
not  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  will  not 
object  if  it  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  It  is  simply  a  joint  res- 
olution conferring  on  the  Court  of  Claims  juris- 
diction in  this  matter.  I  thought  there  could  be 
no  possible  objection  to  it,  and  that  the  joint  res- 
olution might  even  be  passed  without  reference 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  objects  to  its  going  even  to  that  com- 
mittee in  accordance  with  the  universal  usage  of 
the  House. 

I  hope  my  friend  will  not  insist  on  that  objec- 
tion, but  will  let  the  joint  resolution  go  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  where  it  can  be  examined 
in  the  usual  course.  That  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  appropriate  committee,  and  it  seems  very  sin- 
gular to  attempt  to  divert  it  from  its  proper  course 
and  to  resort  to  this  singular  proceeding  with  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  am  aston- 
ished at  the  gentleman.  This  is  a  matter  in  re- 
gard to  enlarging  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of 
Claims,  and  it  properly  belongs  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  and  to  no  other  committee. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  It  came  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  in  the  Senate,  and  my  impres- 
sion and  belief  is  that  it  should  go  properly  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims  here.  If  it  be  more  appro- 
priate for  it  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  objection  I  have  to  the 
bill  is  this:  it  determines  that  the  claimant  shall 
have  something.  It  does  not  direct  the  Court  of 
Claims  simply  to  investigate  the  matter,  but  as- 
sumes that  something  should  be  paid,  not  leaving 
that  question  open  for  the  consideration  of  the 
court.  We  never  ought  to  pass  a  bill  in  that  form. 
Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa  is  entirely  mistaken  as  to  the  force  and 
effect  of  the  resolution.  It  does  not  direct  that 
anything  shall  be  awarded  to  this  claimant,  but 
simply  gives  jurisdiction  to  the  Court  of  Claims 
to  investigate  the  matter.  I  have  no  particular 
objection  to  its  going  to  the  Judiciary  Committee 
if  that  be  the  more  appropriate  committee,  and  I 
should  like  the  Speaker  to  indicate  the  committee 
which  is  most  appropriate. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  a  matter  for  the 
House,  not  for  the  Chair. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.     I  move  that  the  joint 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
Tile  SPEAKER.   The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
objects.    Therefore  it  is  not  before  the  House. 


Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  Then  let  it  be  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  joint  resolution 
was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 
Mr.  PRICE,  by  unanimous  consent, introduced 
a  bill  for  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  tele- 
graph line  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the  Government  the  use 
of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  other  pur- 
poses," approved  July  1,  1862;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  the  subject. 

W.   W.  RUSSELL,  DECEASED. 
Mr.  WEBSTER,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator 
of  W.  W.  Russell,  late  paymaster  in  the  marine 
corps;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
JOUN  J.  MICHIE. 
Mr.  HOTCHKISS,  by  unanimous  consent,  in^ 
troduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Michie, 
of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  COX,  from  the  committee  on  the  rules, 
reported  adversely  on  the  resolution  referred  to 
them,  on  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Yeaman,]  that  twenty-five  extra 
copies  of  all  bills,  resolutions,  and  reports  ordered 
to  be  printed  shall  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
member  introducing  them;  and  the  resolution 
was  thereupon  laid  upon  the  table. 

COMMITTEE  ON  MINES  AND  MINERALS. 
Mr.  COX,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  report  in  reference  to  appointing  a  new 
standing   Committee    on  Mines  and   Minerals; 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

EFFICIENCY  OF  UNITED  STATES  ARTILLERY. 
Mr.  FARNS  WORTH,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 
artillery  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  from  the 
committee  on  the  rules,  made  an  adverse  report 
in  reference  to  appointing  a  new  standing  Com- 
mittee on  National  Bank;  which  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

VOTING  or  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  wish  to  make  a  further  report  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  rules*  Rule  29  reads  now  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  No  member  shall  vote  on  any  question  in  the  event  ot 
which  he  is  immediately  and  particularly  interested,  or  in 
any  case  where  he  was  not  within  the  bar  of  the  House 
when  the  question  was  put.  And  when  any  member  shall 
aslc  leave  to  vote,  the  Speaker  shall  propound  to  him  the 
question — '  JFcrc  you  within  the  bar  when  your  name  wa$ 
called^'" 

The  practice  has  been  universal  up  to  the  last 
session  to  adhere  to  that  rule  in  practice.  I  do 
not  recollect  of  a  single  instance  where  a  member 
was  permitted  to  vote  who  was  not  within  the  bar 
when  his  name  was  called.  During  the  last  Con- 
gress, and  eo  far  during  this  Congress,  the  rule 
has  been  relaxed.  It  puts  the  Speaker  to  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  put  the  question  whether  the 
member  was  within  the  bar  when  his  name  was 
called.  Members  are  allowed  to  vote  almost  uni- 
versally by  unanimous  consent.  One  of  two  things 
should  be  done:  either  no  membershould  be  per- 
mitted to  vote  unless  he  was  within  the  bar  when 
his  name  was  called,  or  members  should  be  per- 
mitted to  vote  any  time  before  the  vote  was  an- 
nounced. I  have  been  directed  by  the  commit- 
tee on  the  rules  to  report  this  proposition  to  the 
House  in  the  alternative  form:  first,  that  no  mem- 
bcrshall  be  permitted  to  vote  unless  he  was  within 
the  bar  when  his  name  was  called,  not  even  by 
unanimous  consent;  and  secondly,  that  members 
shall  be  allowed  to  vote  at  any  time  before  the  vote 
is  announced.  If  the  first  be  voted  down,  then 
the  qucetion  will  recur  on  the  second. 
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Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  suggest  a  further  amend- 
ment. As  the  rule  now  reads,  the  member  must 
be  within  tlie  bar  when  the  question  is  put;  it 
should  bo  when  the  member's  name  is  called. 

Mr.  WASHRURNE,  of  Illinois.  That  will 
make  tiie  proposition  of  the  committee  just  as  they 
wish  it,  and  I  accept  it  as  a  modification  of  my 
proposition.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  first  proposi- 
tion. It  will  make  the  members  more  punctual  in 
their  attendance,  and  save  a  great  deal  of  the  time 
of  the  House.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last  sen- 
tence of  the  rule  and  add  these  words:  "  not  even 
by  unanimous  consent." 

Mr.  PRUYN.  The  idea  that  the  House,  even 
by  unanimous  consent,  cannot  permit  a  thing  to 
be  done  within  the  scope  of  its  duty  is  absurd. 
The  rules  are  made  for  the  guidance  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House  and  for  the  protection  of  the 
minority.  Now,  to  claim  that  the  House  cannot, 
by  unanimous  consent,  at  any  time,  and  at  any 
stage  of  the  proceedings,  do  anything  it  has  the 
power  to  do  under  the  Constitution,  is  a  perfect 
absurdity  in  terms.  No  such  expression  should 
be  embraced  in  our  rules. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  We  already 
have  a  rule  which  embraces  the  same  provision. 
During  the  morning  hour  of  every  alternate  Mon- 
day nothing  can  be  bi'ought  in  even  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  That  is  equally  absurd,  and  it 
is  impossible  that  such  a  rule  as  that  can  really 
exist  as  a  rule  which  the  House  cannot  on  the 
moment  rescind. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Does  this  reach  mem- 
bers of  committees  who  may  be  absent  by  leave 
of  the  House? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  There  is 
another  rule  which  governs  that  matter,  and  this 
does  not  interfere  with  it. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  move  to  amend  the  report  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  not  even  by  unanimous 
consent." 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  That  would 
leave  the  rule  exactly  as  it  is.  It  was  my  sug- 
gestion that  the  House  might  pass  upon  the  two 
propositions.  I  think  the  first  proposed  amend- 
ment would  save  the  House  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
and  would  conform  the  action  of  the  House  to  the 
universal  practice  as  it  viras  up  to  the  last  session 
of  Congress.  Up  to  that  Congress  I  neverknew 
of  an  instance  where  a  man  was  permitted  to  vote 
by  unanimous  consent  when  he  was  not  within 
the  bar  when  his  name  was  called. 

Mr.  RADFORD.  I  move  to  lay  the  proposed 
amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COX.  Will  not  that  carry  the  whole  prop- 
osition to  the  table? 

The  SPEAKER.  Only  the  first  proposition. 
The  Chair  will  say  that  the  following  language 
has  been  suggested  to  be  incorporated  in  the  rule: 

And  if  he  respond  in  the  negative  the  Speaker  shall  not 
entertain  a  proposition  to  permit  liira  to  vote. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  will  accept 
that  modification. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Radford]  will  allow  me  to  ask 
a  question  before  his  motion  is  put. 

Mr.  RADFORD.     I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  desire  to  know  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  whether  that  first  proposi- 
tion would  not  exclude  membersabsent  on  leave? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  suppose 
not,  because  there  is  another  rule  of  the  House 
which  gives  to  all  members  absent  with  leave  the 
right  to  vote. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  This  proposition  would  re- 
peal that  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  that 
the  usage  of  the  House  is  to  allow  all  members  of 
cornmittees,  absent  with  leave,  to  vote  the  same 
as  if  they  were  within  the  bar,  as  they  are  absent 
by  authority  of  the  House.  This  does  not  in- 
clude conference  committees,  unless  they  are  au- 
thorized to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Would  the  Chair  construe 
this  amendment  so  as  to  exclude  membersabsent 
on  committees  on  leave? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  under- 
stand that  It  would  exclude  them 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  Speaker  and  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  to  the  rule  upon  this  subject.  I  wish  es- 
pecially the  attention  of  the  Speaker  to  it  befoi-e 
he  dccidea  that  he  will  not  hold  that  this  new  rule 


will  not  exclude  members  of  committees  absent 
with  leave  from  voting.  The  rule  has  been  read 
which  applies  to  members  being  within  the  bar 
of  the  House.  The  only  other  rule  upon  the  sub- 
ject is  that  found  upon  the  51st  page  of  the  Man- 
ual, and  which  provides  that  committees  shall 
not  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  House  without 
special  leave.  That  is  the  only  provision  under 
which  it  has  been  held  that  members  of  commit- 
tees sitting  with  leave  during  the  sessions  of  the 
House  have  a  right  to  vote.  If  this  proposed 
amendment  be  passed 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  yield  to  me,  I  will  modify  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  the  words  "  unless  absent  by 
leave."  • 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  That  meets  my  objection. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  That  satisfies  me,  and  I  will 
vote  for  the  proposition. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  the  pro- 
posed amendment  as  it  now  stands. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

And  if  he  responds  in  the  negative,  the  Speaker  shall  not 
entertain  a  proposition  to  permit  him  to  vote;  but  this  pro- 
vision shall  not  apply  to  such  members  as  are  absent  by 
leave  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Here  are  two  distinct  prop- 
ositions made  by  the  committee,  either  of  which 
the  House  may  adopt.  One  is  to  allow  every 
member  to  vote  before  the  result  is  announced  by 
the  Speaker,  if  he  comes  in  and  claims  the  right; 
the  other  is  to  allow  none  to  vote  who  are  not 
present  when  their  names  are  called,  unless  they 
were  absent  by  leave  of  the  House.  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  first  proposition.  The  reason  is  obvious: 
two  members  are  absent  from  the  House  on  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Alley,  for  instance,  who  stands  near 
the  head  of  the  list,  and  is  a  little  lame,  cannot 
get  in  until  after  his  name  is  called.  The  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Washburne,]  who  is 
low  down  on  the  list,  and  is  a  very  active  man, 
as  we  all  know,  can  come  in  when  sent  for  long 
before  his  name  is  reached  on  the  roll-call;  but 
Mr.  Alley  cannot,  limping  along,  get  in  before 
his  name  is  called.  This  rule  would  establish  an 
inequality  which  I  do  not  like.  I  only  wished 
to  assign  this  as  a  reason  why  1  think  the  last 
suggestion  to  the  committee  on  rules  should  be 
adopted  and  not  the  first.  My  friend  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cox]  also  stands  early  on  the  list,  and  is 
very  active,  and  he  can  get  in  here  in  time  to  vote 
if  sent  for. 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  last  proposi- 
tion of  the  committee  on  rules,  because  I  have 
seen  its  operation  in  the  Senate,  and  I  think  it 
will  work  well.  If  every  member  is  allowed  to 
vote  before  the  result  is  announced  there  will  be 
a  fuller  and  larger  representation  of  the  people 
on  every  question,  and  no  harm  can  come  of  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  remind  the 
House  that  there  are  two  propositions  reported 
by  the  committee  on  rules.  If  this  one  shall  be 
voted  down,  then  a  vote  will  be  taken  on  the 
other,  the  one  allowing  all  members  to  vote  on  any 
question  before  the  result  is  announced. 

Mr.  RADFORD.  I  now  renew  the  motion  to 
lay  the  proposition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ANCONA  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Radford, 
and  Washburne  of  Illinois,  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  59,  noes  59. 

Mr.  THOMAS.  I  ask  that  my  vote  be  counted 
in  the  aflirmative  instead  of  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  is  too  late; 
the  tellers  have  reported. 

Mr.  ANDERSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  count  me 
in  the  negative. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  no  authority 
to  count  anybody,  the  tellers  having  reported. 
As  the  vote  is  close  the  Chair  will  ask  the  tellers 
to  resume  their  places  and  have  a  recount. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  prop- 
osition upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  70,  nays  59;  as  follows: 

VEAS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Alley,  Ancona,  Arnold, 
Beaniaii,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Bliss,  Chanler, 
Clay,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison,  DrigRS,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Gar- 
field, Goocli,  Grinnell,  Griswohl,  Hale,  Hall,  Harding,  Har- 
rington, Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Hotclikiss,  Kasson, 
Kelley,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  Mc- 
Allister, McDowell,  McKinney.Middleton.VVilliam  H.  Mil- 
ler, Morrison,  Noble,  Charles  O'Neill,  John  O'Neill,  Pen- 


dleton, Pruyn,  Kadford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Alexander  H. 
Rice,  Jolin  H.  Rice,  Ross,  Schenck,  Scoficid,  Stcbbins, 
Joliii  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart, 
Sweat,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Voor- 
hees,  Wadsworth,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  and  Yea- 
man — 70. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  John  D.  Bald- 
win, Baxter,  Blow,  Boutvvell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,Broomal!, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  Dawes,  Donnelly,  Duinont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farns- 
wonh,  Fenton,  Higby,  Holman,  Hooper,  Hulburd,  Julian, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Longyear,  Marvin, 
McBride,  McClurg,  Mcliidoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill, 
Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Orth, 
Patterson,  Perliam,  Pike,  Price,  Sliannon,  Smith,  Smithers, 
Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens, Upson, ElihuB.  Washburne,  Wil- 
liam B.  Washburn,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
and  Woodbridge — 59. 

So  the  proposition  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER,  The  committee  on  rules  re- 
port the  following  proposition: 

In  rule  29,  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "House"  to  the 
end  of  the  rule,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  "  before  the  re- 
sult of  thevote  was  announced  ;"  so  tliattlie  rule  will  read  : 

No  member  shall  vote  on  any  question  in  the  event  of 
which  he  is  immediately  and  particularly  interested,  or  in 
any  case  when  he  was  not  within  the  barof  the  House  be- 
fore the  result  of  the  vote  was  announced. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     Is  not  that  the  rule  now? 

The  SPEAKER.  No;  the  amended  rule  will 
give,  as  a  matter  of  right,  all  members  the  privi- 
lege of  voting  at  any  time  before  the  result  of  the 
vote  is  announced. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  lay  the  proposi- 
tion upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Morrill 
and  Morrison  were  appointed. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  This  prop- 
osition would  accomplish  nothing.  A  member 
could  vote  by  unanimous  consent,  just  as  under 
the  present  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  No;  the  rule,  asit  now  stands, 
requires  unanimous  consent  for  a  member  to  vote 
if  he  be  without  the  bar  when  his  name  is  called. 
The  amended  rule  will  give  a  member  a  right  to 
vote  at  anytime  before  the  result  is  announced. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  62,  noes  58. 

So  the  proposition  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney, 
its  Secretary, informed  the  House  that  theSenate 
had  passed  the  joint  resolution  of  the  House  au- 
thoiizing  a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  J.  N. 
Carpenter,  a  paymasterin  the  United  States  Navy. 
ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had  examined 
and  found  truly  enrolled  an  act  in  addition  to  an 
act  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  Post  Office 
Department,  approved  Marcli  3,  1863;  when  the 
Speaker  signed  the  same. 

POST  OFFICE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  back,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, the  Senate  amendments  to  the  act  (H.  R. 
No.  50)  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30th  June,  1865;  and  asked  that  they 
be  considered  at  this  time. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  amendments  were 
reported,  as  follows: 

First  amendment  of  the  Senate: 

In  the  clause  for  payment  to  letter-carriers  strike  out 
$320,000,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  $640,000. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  recommend  concurrence  in  this  amend- 
ment. The  committee  has  received  lettei-s  from 
the  Post  Office  Department  stating  that  the  first 
estimate  for  this  item  was  a  m.istake,  in  conse- 
quence of  newarrangements  made  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  mail  matter  in  the  large  cities.  It  is  to  be 
recollected  that  these  appropriations  are  all  paid 
out  of  the  Post  Office  fund. 

The  amendment  was  concuri-ed  in. 

Second  amendment: 

In  the  clause  for  wrapping  paper  strike  out  $40,000,  and 
Insert  $88,000. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  recommend  concurrence. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Third  amendment: 

In  the  clause  making  an  appropriation  from  the  Trcasiiry 
to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Offico 
Department  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1865,  strikeout 
".$1,000,000"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "$1,500,000." 
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Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been 
usual  ill  Post  Odico  appropriation  bills  to  iii.sert 
a  contingent  appropriation  for  $1,000,000  to  1)0 
paid  out  of  tlie  Treasury  if  the  PosiOffioe  fund  is 
not  suflicioiit  for  the  fiscal  year.  It  is  believed, 
that  the  fund  i'or  the  next  year  will  be  sufficient; 
but  the  dii^turbed  condition  of  the  country  render.s 
it  so  uncertain  that  the  Department  thinks  it  ought 
to  havi;  a  contingent  fund  of  $1,500, GOOin  case  the 
Post  OfTice  fund  should  fail. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  to  reconsider  the  votes 
by  which  thc.jieveral  amendments  of  the  Senate 
were  concurred  in;  and  also  moved  to  lay  tliemo- 
lion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY  BILL. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  ask  leave  to  have  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  bill,  (H.  R.  No.. 34,)  with  the  Sen- 
ate amendments,  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Waysand  Means. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

SALE  OF  SURPLUS  GOLD. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  move  to  proceed  with 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  business 
is  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  amendments 
to  the  joint  resolution  of  the  House  commonly 
known  as  the  gold  bill,  the  pending  question  being 
on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  FIulburd]  to  add  the  following  proviso 
to  the  Senate  amendment: 

Provided,  That  the  obligation  to  create  the  sinking  fund 
nccoiding  to  the  act  of  February  25,  186-2,  shall  not  be  im- 
paired tlieieby. 

The  Senate  amendment  was  reported,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Add  to  the  bill: 

And  he  is  hcicliy  authorized  to  dispose  of  any  gold  in  the 
Trea,~uiy  oftlie  Unittd  States  not  necessary  lor  the  payment 
of  interest  on  tin;  public  dibt. 

On  the  amendment  thegentleman  from  Califor- 
nia [Mr.  Higby]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suggest  to  the  House 
whether,  befoie  we  proceed  to  further  discussion 
of  the  bill,  it  may  not  be  better  to  have  the  vote 
taken  on  the  pending  amendment. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  1  would  like  to  mjkean  inquiry 
at  tlii.s  siygc  of  the  |)roceedings:  whether  it  is  in 
order  lo  move  an  amendment  to  tin;  amendment 
offered  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Hulburd?] 

The  SPEAKER,  it  is.  The  Senate  amend- 
ment is  regarded  as  the  original  text. 

Mr.  PliUYN.  The  Senate  has  excepted  from 
the  aiiiKinit  to  be  sold  sucli  sum  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt.  1 
pro|:)Ose  to  continue  the  exception  which  ilie  Sen- 
ate has  created  by  adding  to  the  Senate  amend- 
ment: 

And  except  also  so  much  thereof  as  is  necessary  to  fulfill 
ihi!  obligation  to  raise  a  sinking  fund  created  by  tlie  act  of 
February,  1862. 

If  the  gentleman  from  California  [Mr.  Higby] 
will  allow  mc  to  explain  my  amendment,  I  would 
like  to  do  so,  and  to  have  a  vote,  as  suggested  by 
thegentleman  fiom  Piiinsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens.] 

Mr.  HIGBY.  If  it  is  agreeable  to  the  member 
from  Nuw  York  to  have  the  vote  taken,  as  rec- 
ommended by  the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  I 
shall  liave  no  objection,  provided  1  shall  have  the 
floor  when  that  course  has  been  pursued. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Certainly.  I  only  ask  one  mo- 
ment to  explain  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  now  proposed  is  that  the  sec- 
ond clause  shall  not  alTect  the  obligation  to  raise 
a  sinking  fund.  Ofcoursf-  nothing  that  we  can 
now  do  can  aflect  that  obligation.  But  the  Sen- 
ate, in  order  to  meet  one  of  the  two  points  raised 
by  iheact  of  February  25, 186;i,  jirovided,  by  way 
of  an  exception  to  the  power  they  propose,  to 
sell  the  gold  on  hand — that  so  much  of  the  gold 
as  is  in  tin:  Treasury  nnd  is  not  ref[uisite  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  fiublic  debt  may  be  sold. 

Now,  the  obligation  to  create  a  sinking  fund  is 
just  as  much  a  part  of  the  act  of  Februai-y  i25, 
18G2,  as  the  obligation  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  and  therefore  tiiis  law  should  provide 
for  both  just  as  mu<".h  as  one. 

The  -intent  wliich  my  colleague  [Mr.  HuL- 
durd]  no duuiit  had  ill  view,  is  not,  1  think,  reachitd 
by  his  nmendmeiit.  1  movi:  to  add  to  the  excep- 
tion in  the  Senate  umendment,  therefore,  in  lieu 


of  the  words  proposed  by  my  colleague,  "  and  to 
raise  the  sinking  fund  required  by  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1662." 

If  this  amendment  should  be  adopted,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  would  then  have  the  power 
to  sell  the  gold  in  the  Treasury,  reservingas  much 
as  may  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  the  [lublic  debt  and  for  creating  the 
sinking  fund  provided  by  theact  of  February  25, 
1862,  tluis  ])roviding  for  meeting  the  two  obliga- 
tions incurred  under  the  act  of  1862. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  desire  for  a  moment  to  call 
attention  to  the  language  of  the  Senate  amend- 
ment. You  will  observe  that  it  provides  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "shall  be  authorized 
twdispose  of  any  gold  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
Unitetl  States  not  necessary  for  the  payment  of 
interest  on  the  public  debt." 

Now,  here  is  an  express  recognition  of  the  au- 
thority to  dispose  of  all  the  gold  in  the  Treasury 
not  necessary  for  that  particular  purpose.  But 
the  amendment  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Hulburd] 
proposes  a  further  limitation  in  these  words: 
"  provided  that  the  obligation  to  create  a  sinking 
fund  according  to  the  act  of  February  25,  1862, 
shall  not  be  impaired." 

In  other  words,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury may  sell  all  the  gold  there  is  in  the  Treasury 
JUjt  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt;  but,  not  withstanding,  the  obligation  to  create 
a  sinking  fund  as  required  by  the  act  of  1862 
shall  not  be  impaired.  In  other  words,  you  may 
sell  the  gold  in  violation  of  the  obligation,  but  the 
obligation  is  not  thereby  to  be  impaired.  Clearly, 
the  Secretary  would  not  feel  himself  limited  in  the 
selling  of  ail  the  gold  not  required  for  the  payment 
of  interest  irrespective  of  the  obligation  to  create 
a  sinking  fund. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  say  a  single  word  in 
regard  to  this  last  proposed  amendment,  and  then 
aUow  the  vote  to  be  taken  upon  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  he  may 
call  the  previous  question  upon  the  amendments, 
which  will  accomplish  his  object  in  obtaining  a 
vote  upon  the  amendments, and  the  Senate  amend- 
ment will  then  be  again  open  for  debate. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will,  after  making  a  remark 
or  two.  The  obligation  of  the  act  of  1862  does 
not  require  that  this  sinking  fund  shall  be  paid  in 
gold.  It  merely  requires  that  tlieije  shall  be  set 
aside  so  much  of  the  duties  on  imports  as  will 
amount  to  one  percent,  on  the  public  debt. 

Now,  sir,  what  the  amendment  of  my  friend 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Hulburd]  provides  for  is 
that  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  transfers 
that  one  per  cent.,  for  instance,  from  coin  into 
greenbacks,  he  shall  lake  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
and  purchase  our  bonds  to  that  extent,  wliich  is 
a  full  compliance  with  the  obligation  of  tlie  law 
to  create  a  sinking  fund  I  call  the  previous  ques-. 
tion  upon  the  amendments  now  pending  to  the 
Senate  amendment. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Piiutn  to 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hulburd  was  disagreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Hulburd  to  the 
amendinent  of  the  Senate  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  I  should  forbear  making  any 
remarks  upon  the  proposition  which  is  now  pend- 
ing before  the  Housi;  after  the  very  lengthy  de- 
bate that  has  occurred  ujion  it,  if  I  did  not  regard 
it  as  a  measure  of  very  great  importance,  and  one 
which  will  have  a  very  material  bearing  upon  the 
financial  well-being  of  the  country. 

The  principle  embrac(>d  in  the  original  bill  as 
it  [lassed  the  House  was,  to  my  mind,  fair,  rea- 
sonable, and  just,  although  I  was  not  present  to 
vote  upon  it  on  its  passage.  If  there  be  a  surplus 
of  golil  in  the  1'reasury,  let  the  ]iayment  of  in- 
terest be  anticipated  u|)on  the  public  debt,  and  let 
the  public  wants  thus  be  relieved. 

It  is  said,  sir,  that  paper  is  lower  in  value,  or 
that  there  is  a  wide  difl'erence  between  the  value 
of  gold  and  the  value  of  paper  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  gold  in  the  market.  If  the  means  are 
provided  by  that  resolution  lo  open  the  Treasury 
ami  send  its  contents,  the  gold  there  deposited, 
into  the  channels  of  circulation,  to  the  relief  of 
the  market,  then  that  remedy  is  jiroviJed  and  the 
dilliculty  removed. 

But,  sir,  the  ))ropositii)n  of  the  House  went  to 
the  Senate,  and   it  was  returned  to  U3  with  an 


amendment,  by  which  power  is  given  to  one  of 
the  national  officials  to  go  into  the  market  and 
compete  with  the  citizens  who  have  gold;  that  is, 
tj  make  the  Government,  like  citizens,  the  pur- 
chaser of  its  own  paper.  Persons  thus  operating 
in  the  money  streets  of  New  York  city  have  been 
characterized  over  and  over  again,  not  only  in 
public  discussions  but  in  private  conversation,  as 
gamblers  in  stocks — a  system  of  speculation  out 
of  the  ordinary  channels  of  legitimate  business. 
I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  of  the  truth  of  the  declara- 
tions when  used,  and  that  the  words  were  rightly 
applied. 

it  has  been  said,  and  particularly  to  this  House, 
for  the  purpose,  probably,  of  operating  upon  timid 
minds,  that  while  this  very  question  has  been  un- 
der discussion. gold  was  so  sensitive  in  the  market 
that  it  had  risen  several  percent,  in  price  by  rea- 
son of  the  opposition  to  this  Senate  amendment. 
Just  as  if  the  discussion  of  this  proposition  that 
the  Senate  has  appended  to  the  House  resolution 
is  affecting  the  market  in  the  city  of  New  York! 
Money  Bag  will  increase  or  lessen  the  price  of 
gold.  When  Money  Bag  hoards  his  gold  that 
is  sufficient,  without  discussion  in  this  Hall,  to 
lessen  the  price  of  paper  from  five  to  ten  per  cent, 
in  the  streets  of  New  York.  Money  Bag  con- 
trols. It  is  not  discussion,  it  is  not  conversation 
in  reference  to  this  question  here,  but  it  is  Money 
Bag,  through  his  croakers,  that  does  it.  Upon 
the  streets,  at  every  corner,  in  the  byways  and 
in  public  places,  they  are  not  only  whispering  but 
talking,  and  timid  minds  are  always  yielding  to 
these  influences.  Money  Bag,  when  he  has  all 
the  gold,  has  accomplished  his  purpose,  and  then 
at  heavy  discount  he  can  purchase  all  the  paper 
he  wants.  When  Money  Bag  has  paid  out  all 
he  wants,  and  wishes  to  part  with  his  paper,  then 
the  croakers  are  at  work  again  on  the  streets  and 
in  private  places.  They  again  begin  to  blow  up 
this  paper  and  to  give  it  value.  When  the  value 
of  the  paper  is  increased  by  this  process  the  pa- 
per goes  outand  gold  comesin  again;  and  Money 
Bag  has  thus  added  thousands  to  what  he  had 
belbre.  Yet  we  hear  that  while  we  are  discussing 
here,  gold  has  increased  in  demand  and  paper  has 
lessened  in  value  several  per  cent.  Shame  on 
such  arguments,  if  it  is  pretended  that  this  dis- 
cussion is  the  cause.  If  the  paper  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  so  sensitive  that  two  or  three  hours  of 
discussion  will  make  it  fall  in  price  five  or  ten  per 
cent.,  what  a  poor,  miserable  credit  has  this  rich 
and  powerful  Government  about  which  we  talk 
so  much  ! 

M  r.  Speaker,  there  is  one  principlealone  in  vol  ved 
in  this  question  as  it  conies  from  the  Senate  to 
us.  It  is  that  in  the  speculation  that  is  carried  on, 
a  gambling  speculation  now  carried  on  by  indi- 
viduals for  profit  and  loss,  the  Government  shall 
have  restiaint  taken  from  it, and  that  a  high  offi- 
cial shall  go  down  into  the  arenaand  beagreater 
"bull"  or  "bear"  than  any  of  them.  That  ia 
the  proposition  contained  in  this  resolution  with 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate.  I  have  yetto  learn, 
although  we  have  been  told  by  members  on  this 
floor  during  this  debate,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  fol- 
low the  lead  of  the  committees  of  this  House.  I 
have  yet  to  learn,  sir,  that  gambling  is  to  be 
broken  up  by  some  one  joining  with  the  offend- 
ing crowd  and  betting  higher  and  ofl'ending  more 
greatly  than  the  accused,  or  persons  charged  with 
violatiug  law  or  public  decency  or  morals.  Think 
of  a  father  teaching  his  son  the  sin  of  profanity, 
according  to  this  principle,  by  using  more  profane 
language  than  his  son,  and  attemptingin  this  way 
to  break  him  of  his  sinful  habit! 

In  order  to  break  up  this  gambling  in  gold,  the 
Government  is  to  be  empowered  to  go  down  with 
its  millions  upon  the  market,  and  when  it  gels 
there  it  will  be  a  greater  gambler  than  the  indi- 
viilual  liy  the  did'ei-ence  between  millions  and 
thousands.  This  GoverniTicnt  stam))s  upon  its 
gold  its  value  as  twenty,  ten,  or  five  ilollars,  and 
circulates  it  among  the  (leople.  The  Government 
also,  in  a  great  public  necessity  like  this,  coins 
its  credit  and  stamps  upon  its  paper  its  five,  ten, 
and  twenty  dollars,  and  semis  that  outalao.  Now, 
1  am  op|)oscd  to  this  Governnumt  taking  its  gold 
in  one  hand  and  going  down  upon  'Change  to  iho 
indiviilual  who  holds  its  paper  in' his  hands  and 
barlering  wiih  him,  and  trying  to  get  more  than 
twenty  dollars  in  paper  for  twenty  dollars  in  gold. 
And  when  gentlemen  tell  me  that  we  are  going  to 
strengthen  the  finances  of  our  Government  by 
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such  a  proceeding  as  this,  T  have  failed,  even  at 
this  time  of  life,  and  with  my  knowledge  of  |3rac- 
tical  business — wliich  is  rathurlimited — to  see  that 
that  is  thf  way  to  strengthen  our  financial  credit. 
When  an  individual,  worth  his  thousands,  has  his 
paper  scattered  over  the  country  and  pays  jiwiih 
promptness,  his  credit  is  confirmed  and  his  solv- 
ency established.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
should  undertake  to  buy  up  his  paper  at  a  dis- 
count, slander's  smooth  tongue  commences  to  un- 
dermine his  reputation,  and  undertakes  to  make 
him  appear  before  the  public  as  an  insolvent  man, 
and  evil  would  come  to  that  man  though  his  means 
might  be  ample.  So  it  is  with  the  Government; 
and  in  the  same  way  it  may  by  pursuing  the  for- 
mer course  keep  its  creditgood,  while  by  pursuing 
the  latter  policy  it  would  be  sure  to  undermine  and 
destroy  it.  If  this  Government  has  gold  to  spare, 
let  it  pay  its  debts,  dollar  for  dollar,  and  by  no 
vote  of  mine  shall  it  do  otherwise.  I  believe  in  its 
integrity;  I  believe  in  its  ability;  and  1  believe  in 
preserving  its  fidelity. 

Sir,  there  seems  to  be  great  difficulty  over  the 
little  gold  which  has  accumulated  in  the  Treasury 
over  and  above  what  is  wanted  for  the  time  being. 
I  diifer  from  some  gentlemen  in  reference  to  the 
construction  which  is  to  be  given  to  the  law  of 
1862.  1  think  the  gold  should  be  preserved  for 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  that  act,  yet  I  will  not 
stop  to  discuss  that  point.  If  there  is  a  dollar  of 
gold  to  spare,  let  us  go  to  work  in  the  right  way 
and  provide  by  law  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  pay  the  public  indebtedness,  and 
pay  it  at  par,  dollar  for  dollar. 

I  think  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Hooper,]  who  day  before  yes- 
terday spoke  ably  upon  the  other  side  of  this 
question,  and  who  said  we  are  indebted  now  to 
the  soldiers,  and  that  the  Government  needed  the 
money  to  pay  the  soldiers.  Use  this  gold,  is  his 
argument,  in  buying  up  the  paper  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  use  that  paper  to  pay  the  soldiers 
what  the  Government  is  now  owing  them.  If 
the  gentleman  did  not  intend  that  the  paper  should 
be  purchased  at  less  than  its  face,  why  not  give 
that  gold  to  the  soldiers?  Evidently  his  intention 
is  that  the  Government  shall  buy  the  paper  at  less 
than  its  par  value,  and  then  take  that  paper  and 
pay  it  to  the  soldiers. 

1  am  not  arguing  here  the  payment  of  gold  to 
soldiers  and  paper  to  somebody  else,  but  I  am 
only  answering  the  proposition  of  the  member 
from  Massachusetts.  We  have  not,  I  am  aware, 
gold  enough  for  a  circulating  medium,  and  the 
argument  is  partly  against  me  that  gold  has  be- 
come in  a  measure  a  commodity  of  purchase  and 
sale.  Yet  the  Government  counts  it  as  currency, 
and  has  made  it  currency,  and  until  we  alter  the 
law  upon  the  subject,  and  by  statute  make  it  a 
commodity,  and  make  it  all  bullion,  the  Govern- 
ment should  never  go  into  the  market  and  specu- 
late by  buying  its  own  paper  at  less  than  its  face. 
It  is  very  easy  to  provide  the  ways  and  means  by 
which  the  spare  gold  can  be  used.  It  should  be 
used,  but  let  it  be  used  so  that  it  shall  go  to  pay 
our  indebtedness  dollar  for  dollar.  In  that  way 
we  can  sustain  the  credit  of  the  Government  and 
keep  our  paper  at  greater  value.  But  the  moment 
we  allow  the  gold  to  go  into  the  market,  and  al- 
low a  high  official  to  be  the  greatest  gambler  of 
them  all,  that  moment  we  decry  the  credit  of  the 
Government.  That  is  my  principal  objection  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  I  cannot  get 
rid  of  that  conviction.  If  the  amendment  can  be 
BO  framed  as  to  provide  that  this  gold  shall  be 
usfid  in  taking  up  the  paper  of  the  Government 
at  its  par  value,  I  have  no  objection.  But  I  shall 
vote  against  allowing  the  Government  to  go  into 
the  market  and  become  a  stock-jobber  and  a 
stock-speculator. 

As  to  this  question  of  fluctuation,  it  has  no  effect 
upon  me  at  all.  In  November  lastgold  was  down 
at  40  and  45,  and  yet  by  slow  degrees  it  has  been 
rising  onennd  a  half,  two,  three,  and  five  percent. 
a  day.  Even  while  we  have  been  discussing  this 
measure  gold  has  risen  two,  three,  or  five  per 
cent.,  but  that  does  not  trouble  me  in  the  least. 
Speculators  with  large  amounts  of  gold  in  their 
hands  can  easily,  by  combinations,  effect  these 
changes,  and  suddenly ,  too,  and  I  suppose  if  the 
telegraph  should  Hash  to  us  the  news  to-m(u-row 
morning  thatgold  had  gone  up  five  percent,  more, 
members  who  argue  the  oth»r  side  of  this  ques- 
■ion  would  tell  us  that  it  was  the.  effect  of  this  dis- 


cussion and  the  danger  that  this  amendment  of 
the  Senate  will  not  pass. 

Sir,  it  is  said  that  the  Government  wants  this 
money  now  to  pay  its  indebtedness.  The  Gov- 
ernment, we  are  told,  is  to-day  in  the  market  try- 
ing to  borrow  ^200,000,000,  and  yet  gentlemen 
desire  that  it  shall  go  into  the  market  to  destroy 
its  own  credit.  No,  sir,  if  we  accumulate  any 
surplus  gold  it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  be  a  circu- 
lating medium,  and  let  us  use  it  to  pay  our  indebt- 
edness dollar  for  dollar  as  far  as  it  will  go.  That 
will  give  us  an  extended  credit  and  enable  us  to 
borrow  at  an  advantage  and  sustain  the  finances 
of  the  country.  Let  us  be  faithful  to  our  pledges 
and  then  we  shall  have  no  difficulty.  ^ 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  discussion 
of  this  subject,  and  the  reflection  I  have  had  upon 
it  during  tiie  discussion,  have  changed  my  views 
upon  the  question.  1  was  opposed  to  the  proposi- 
tion when  it  was  first  brought  before  the  House; 
I  voted  even  against  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Boutwell,] 
feeling  that  nothing  should  be  done;  that  we  might 
do  harm,  and  could  hardly  do  good,  by  legislating 
on  the  subject.  1  think  1  now  see  the  bearings  of 
the  question  more  fully  and  thoroughly  than  1  did, 
and  will  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  now  stands. 

It  is  aigued,  sir,  that  the  passage  of  this  reso- 
lution will  be  an  act  of  bad  faith;  that  the  surplus 
gold  in  the  Treasury  is  in  some  wise  pledged,  and 
that  its  sale  will  be  a  violation  of  the  plighted  faith 
of  the  Government.  I  have  the  act  of  February 
25,  1862,  before  me,  and  I  do  not  find  it  so.  It 
provides  that  the  gold  to  be  derived  from  duties 
shall  \3b  pledged,  first,  to  the  payment  in  coin  of 
the  interest  on  the  bonds  and  notes  of  the  United 
States;  next  to  the  purchase  or  payment  of  one 
per  cent,  of  the  entire  debt  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  made  within  each  fiscal  year  after  the  1st 
day  of  July,  1862;  and,  third,  the  residue  thereof 
to  be  paid  mto  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  I  apprehend  that  the  paper  money  with 
which  to  purchase  the  bonds  of  the  United  States 
for  its  sinking  fund  is  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  country — the  currency  we  have  authorized  and 
made  a  legal  tender.  That  is  the  currency  in 
which  private  individuals  biTy  the  bonds  of  the 
United  States  from  the  Governmentor  other  hold- 
ers. And  in  order  to  do  that  we  must  convert  the 
surplus  gold  into  this  currency. 

The  gentleman  who  last  addressed  the  House 
[Mr.  Higbt]  says  that  we  must  buy  bonds  for 
the  sinking  fund  at  the  rate  of  dollar  for  dollar. 
I  cannot  find  the  justification  upon  which  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  would  rest  the  act  of  pay- 
ing :jj]60  for  $100  in  bonds,  and  I  do  find  that  to- 
day, by  exchanging  his  gold  for  currency,  |J100 
would  enable  him  to  pay  |il60  in  the  currency  of 
the  country — the  money  with  which  the  present 
holders  bought  the  bonds. 

I  conceive,  sir,  that  by  retaining  this  gold  in 
the  Treasurj'  we  are  losing  the  interest  upon  that 
which  is  said  to  amount  to-day  to  $22,000,000  of 
surftlus  gold,  and  increasing  the  price  of  every 
commodity  which  the  Government  buys,  and  of 
the  necessaries  of  life  to  the  wives  and  children 
of  our  soldiers  in  the  field,  as  well  as  to  the  peo- 
[)le  at  large;  in  other  words,  we  are  taxing  the 
Government  and  people  by  depreciating  our  own 
currency — that  which  we  have  made  the  currency 
of  the  country  by  making  it  a  legal  tender. 

It  is  said  that  the  sale  of  this  gold  will  reduce 
the  price  of  gold;  and  if  it  docs  it  will  in  so  far 
reduce  the  price  of  commodities,  and  enable  the 
Government  and  the  people  to  purchase  more 
economically  than  they  now  do.  We  are,  by 
withholding  this  gold,  losing  tlie  interest  on  the 
bonds  it  would  purchase,  and  increasing  the  cost 
of  all  we  purchase. 

Again,  sir,  the  conversion  of  this  gold,  by  the 
absorption  of  our  bonds,  would  tend  to  the  ap- 
preciation of  their  price  in  the  market.  Thus  the 
execution  of  the  power  proposed  to  be  given  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  therefore, 
it  appears  to  me,  be  beneficent  both  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  to  the  community. 

"  But,"  it  is  said,  "  it  leads  to  a  possible  dan- 
gvr.  It  maybe  that  having  sold  this  gold,  imports 
will  fall  off,  and  when  another  payment  of  inter- 
est is  to  be  made  the  Government  may  have  to 
buy."  Gentlemen  will  observe  that  the  law  does 
not  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  sell.  It 
simply  empowers  him  to  sell.  By  the  possession 
of  that  power,  and  its  exercise  carefully  and  se- 


cretly, the  great  financialevil  of  the  day  may  be 
checked,  and  will  be  checked — that  is,  speculation 
in  gold.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
exercise  this  power  wisely  and  discreetly,  as  he 
has  exercised  all  the  powers  thus  far  vested  in 
him,  thesjjeculatoi-s  in  gold  will  know  that  there 
is  a  heavy  holder  who  is  not  in  their  "ring." 
They  will  hesitate  about  making  heavy  operations 
when  they  know  that  on  any  day  $1,000,000  or 
$5,000,000  may  be  thrown  upon  the  market.  And 
1  apprehend  that  if  the  Secretary  should  feel  that 
it  would  not  be  wise  to  reduce  his  margin  to  a 
narrow  limit,  he  might  well-nigh  control  the  mar- 
ket, so  far  as  it  is  purely  speculative,  by  selling 
comparatively  small  sums  at  uncertain  intervals. 

"  But,"  say  gentlemen,  "  it  is  a  great  power." 
Certainly  it  is;  an  immense  power.  But  is  it  greater 
than  those  with  which  the  Secretary  is  already 
invested .'  Is  it  greater  or  more  delicate,  or  does 
it  come  more  closely  to  the  life  of  the  nation  or 
the  rights  of  individuals,  than  those  exercised  by 
the  heads  of  other  Departments.'  Not  at  all.  We 
live  in  a  period  and  under  circumstances  which 
require  the  selection  of  the  purest  and  the  best 
men  for  the  heads  of  Departments.  In  such  a  pe- 
riod, Government  can  only  be  managed  by  con- 
fiding great  and  vital  trusts  to  those  who  admin- 
ister the  Government.  These  reasons,  and  others 
which  have  been  stated  more  ably  by  gentlemen 
than  I  can  state  them,  control  my  judgment. 

Tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  against  whom 
no  man  has  breathed  a  word,  whose  wise  man- 
agement of  our  finances  for  the  last  three  years 
will  stand  recorded  as  almost  a  miracle,  asks  for 
this  power.  My  judgment,  enlightened  by  the 
discussion,  approves  it;  and  notwithstanding  all 
my  earlier  votes  were  against  it,  I  shall  vote  for 
the  resolution  as  it  came  to  us  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  before  I  sit 
down  1  intend  to  ask  the  House  to  come  to  a  vote 
on  this  question  under  the  previous  question.  I 
do  not  intend  to  make  a  long  speech.  I  have  no 
knowledge  which  would  justify  me  in  theorizing 
in  financial  matters,  and  I  have  not  much  faith  in 
theories  against  facts.  All  that  1  intend  to  do  is 
to  lay  plainly  before  the  House  the  facts  as  they 
exist  at  present,  and  as,  in  my  judgment,  they  will 
exist  if  this  resolution  be  passed  and  if  it  be  not 
passed.  Whether  those  facts  are  agreeable  or  dis- 
agreeable is  of  no  consequence. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  by  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress some  two  years  ago — whether  wisely  or  un- 
wisely I  will  not  now  discuss, as  thatthingispast 
— gold  is  no  longer  money  in  the  actual  sense  and 
in  the  practical  sense  of  the  word.  The  money 
of  this  nation  is  that  which  is  made  lawful  money 
by  the  legislation  of  Congress,  pronounced  to  be 
constitutional.  That  action  was  such  as  to  de- 
monetize gold  and  all  other  coin.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  abroad  gold  is  not  still  the  standard  of 
value;  but  1  do  mean  to  say  that  in  this  country 
gold  is  not  the  standard  of  value.  Tiie  lawful 
money  of  the  United  States  is  practically  the  stand- 
ard of  value.  My  friend  goes  into  the  street  and 
wants  to  buy  a  horse.  He  inquires  the  price  of 
the  horse.  It  is  $100.  What  does  he  understand 
by  that.'  Does  he  understand  that  it  is  $100 in 
gold,  or  $100  in  bills  in  the  lawful  money  of  the 
United  States.'  Undoubtedly  the  latter.  Nobody 
ever  thinks  that  the  man  who  fixes  the  price  of  an 
article  fixes  it  at  so  much  in  gold.  He  fixes  it  at 
so  much  of  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  States. 
Hence,  for  all  practical  purposes,  gold  is  not  the 
standard  of  value,  but  the  lawful  money  of  the 
United  States  is.  This  commodity  called  gold, 
this  metal — in  bullion  or  in  coin — has  risen  Ln 
price  just  as  every  other  metal  has  risen.  Iron 
is  rising  in  price,  brass  is  rising  in  price,  lead  is 
rising  in  price,  just  as  much  as  gold  is  rising  in 
price.  My  friends  about  me  sny  copper,  too. 
Well,  that  is  owing  more  to  the  amount  used  in 
making  copperheads  than  anything  else.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

I  contend,  therefore,  that  the  measure  and  stand- 
ard of  value  in  the  United  States  is  now  practi- 
cally in  every  man's  mind,  for  every  purpose, 
the  lawful  money  of  the  country;  and  the  sale  of 
gold  or  bullion,  asflie  sale  of  any  other  metal  to 
be  used  in  lieu  of  money,  is  the  exception  and  not 
the  rule.  Suppose  there  were  no  demand  forgold 
except  that  wliich  we  needed  for  use  abroad;  in 
other  words,  suppose  Congress  had  done  what  I 
thought  they  ought  to  have  done,  init  in  which, 
in  their  judgmcntand  wisdom,  they  did  not  con- 
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cur  wiih  me — suppose,  I  say,  we  had,  as  did  the 
bill  in  tlie  shape  in  which  it  originally  [lasscd  the 
Houso,  provided  that  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt  should  be  payable  in  lawful  money,  and  our 
duties  on  imports  had  also  been  made  payable  in 
lawful  money,  there  would  not  then  have  been  in 
this  nation  any  demand  for  thcinetals  called  gold 
and  silver,  except  the  $1,500,000  required  for  our 
diplomatic  and  consular  expenses  and  the  little 
required  to  put  into  the  trinkets  of  the  ladies  of 
the  country.  These  items  would  embrace  the 
whole  demand  there  is  for  these  metals  in  this 
country,  unless  in  our  great  success  and  prosper- 
ity we  should  import  largely  beyond  the  amount 
of  exportations;  then,!  admit,  you  would  fur- 
nish some  opportunity  for  speculation  in  the  gold 
boards;  and  when  that  state  of  things  arises  the 
more  rapidly  the  price  of  gold  rises  the  better,  for 
it  is  an  evil  that  will  cure  itself.  If  the  bill  which 
was  reported  to  the  House  by  less  than  a  major- 
ity of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  some 
two  or  three  years  ago  had  become  a  law  as  at 
first  reported,  we  should  have  had  no  demand  for 
gold  in  the  country  except  as  I  have  stated.  And 
what  would  have  been  the  resull.'  You  would 
have  made  no  ring  by  which  gold  could  have  been 
brought  up  to  sixty  per  cent,  premium.  For  un- 
less there  is  a  demand  for  gold  the  price  cannot 
rise  to  any  extravagant  extent. 

Now,  sir,  the  only  real  need  there  is  in  the  coun- 
try for  the  use  of  gold  is  that  required  by  the  mer- 
chants in  their  importations,  and  to  pay  our  inter- 
est. It  is  not  fair  to  say  that  we  want  it  to  pay 
the  duties  on  imports,  for  that  is  all  embodied  in 
the  requirements  of  the  merchants.  Well,  sir, 
the  amount  required  by  the  merchants  to  pay 
their  duties  upon  imports  will  reach  sixty,  sev- 
enty, or  eighty  million  dollars,  just  as  the  im- 
ports increase  or  decrease.  It  is  estimated  at 
about  eighty  million  dollars  for  this  year.  Last 
year  it  amounted  to  only  fifty-five  or  sixty  mil- 
lion dollars. 

Well,  sir,  the  amount  of  coin  in  this  country  is 
very  small.  The  banks  in  New  York  hold  about 
twenty  million  dollars,  which,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, they  are  required  by  their  charters  to  keep 
on  hand.  A  gentleman  informs  me  that  is  a  mis- 
take. Well,  sir,  they  retain  about  that  amount 
on  hand  at  any  rate.  There  is  also  retained  in 
the  hands  of  private  individuals  perhaps  twenty 
million  dollars  more.  It  is  perfectly  well  known 
in  New  York  that  the  merchants  require  every 
month  five,  six,  or  seven  millions.  The  brokers 
there  know  exactly  what  amount  is  wanted;  that 
in  a  quarter  they  will  require  twenty-four  or 
twenty-five  inillion  dollars. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  will  say,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  will  allow  me,  in  reference 
to  the  banks  of  New  York,  by  our  constitution 
gold  and  silver  alone  can  be  a  legal  tender.  By 
our  constitution  our  banks  are  obliged  to  redeem 
their  notes  in  coin,  and  it  is  only  by  the  decision 
of  our  courts,  that  paper  is  gold  and  silver,  that 
they  get  round  it. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  know  very  well  thatin  the 
estimation  of  the  gentleman  the  courts  are  very 
great  villains  because  they  have  sustained  the 
legal-tender  feature  of  our  currency. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  am  speaking  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Very  well.  I  was  saying 
that  I  suppose  the  banks  in  New  York  retain  and 
will  retain  in  their  vaults  about  twenty  million 
dollars  of  gold;  and  knowing  the  amount  in  the 
market,  and  the  amount  that  is  to  be  required, 
which  these  men  who  are  in  the  ring  understand 
perfectly,  in  this  way  they  have  it  in  their  power 
to  regulate  the  price  of  it.  Where  is  it  to  come 
from.'  These  people  monopolize  it, and  they  com- 
pel the  merchants  to  pay  for  it  just  what  they 
please.     How  can  we  temporarily  relieve  that.' 

H'emeniber,  sir,  I  do  not  look  upon  this  as  a 
panacea  for  all  future  time.  I  do  not  expect  it  to 
answer  from  year  to  year,  but  only  for  the  pres- 
ent evil — for  one  year.  IIow  can  we  relieve  that.' 
If  there  is  §20,000,000  wanted  in  a  quarter  by  the 
merchants,  and  there  in  $20,iP0,000  in  the  hands 
of  Jews  and  Gentiles — for  sometimes  the  Jews  arc 
nearly  as  bad  as  the  Gentiles,  and  sometimes 
worse,  in  these  transactions — if  they  have  it  they 
make  the  merchants  pay  what  they  please  unless 
some  one  comes  and  offers  gold  at  a  lower  |)rice. 
If  a  Canadian  has  Ji'JO.OOO, 000  in  gold,  and  comes 
into  the  market  ot  New  York  to  sell,  he  will,  of 


course, bring  down  the  market.  Those  who  have 
hoarded  gold  and  have  charged  the  merchants 
what  they  pleased  will  be  compelled  to  lower  their 
price.  That  is  natural.  Gold  speculation  is,  then, 
impossible  if  that  thing  is  likely  to  occur  often. 

This  thing  was  well  illustrated  by  the  able  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  [Mr.  Woodbridge]  yes- 
terday in  reference  to  cotton  that  might  be  needed 
by  the  Government.  Suppose  the  Government 
wanted  one  hundred  thousand  artillery  horses, 
and  they  must  have  them,  and  there  were  only 
one  hundred  thousand  horses  in  the  country;  sup- 
pose that  they  were  gathered  up  by  my  friend's 
agents,  who  would  not  sell  them  until  they  could 
g*  their  own  price;  suppose,  then,  that  a  man 
in  Canada  happened  to  have  one  hundred  thou- 
sand, and  should  feel  that  it  was  a  good  time  to 
come  into  the  market  with  his  horses,  would  he 
not  break  up  this  conspiracy.'  Would  he  not 
compel  the  men  who  held  horses  to  lower  their 
prices?  Would  he  not  compel  horses  to  be  sold 
at  a  fair  price.'  The  market  would  be  supplied 
and  there  would  be  a  competition  to  sell.  How 
is  the  case  here?  The  Government  of  the  United 
States,  as  a  corporation,  holds  $20,000,000  of  sur- 
plus gold.  Twenty  million  dollarsare  wanted  by 
the  merchants.  There  is  a  gang  of  traders  who 
hold  $20,000,000  of  gold,  which  they  will  notsell 
for  less  than  $1  80.  If  the  Government  sells  at 
$1  30  would  not  that  bring  down  the  market  to 
$1  30?    I  think  so. 

Look  at  the  facts.  Yesterday,  when  it  was 
thought  that  this  bill  would  not  pass,  that  it  would 
be  defeated,  gold  rose  three  percent,  in  oij|  hour,- 
and  when  it  was  found  that  it  would  pass  it  went 
down  again.  How  it  is  this  morning  I  do  not 
know.  Let  it  be  known  that  the  Government  has 
this  money  which  it  can  sell  to  the  merchants  at 
a  reasonable  rate,  and  the  Shylocks  on  the  Rialto 
will  cease  to  whet  their  knives,  and  begin  to  sell 
at  the  same  rate  as  the  Government.  This  is 
plain  common  sense.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is. 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  the  way  in  which  it 
will  operate. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  learned  and  conscientious 
gentlemen  have  objected  to  tRis  because,  as  they 
say,  the  gold  in  the  Treasury  has  been  pledged 
to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  public  debt.  It  is 
resolved  in  this  proposition  that  not  one  dollar 
shall  be  sold  until  that  pledge  has  been  provided 
for.  It  puts  the  sinking  fund  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing precisely.  The  law  does  not  require  that  the 
sinking  fund  shall  be  paid  in  gold,  but  simply  that 
the  gold  shall  be  used  to  create  a  sinking  fund  for 
the  purchase  of  our  own  securities.  Our  own 
securities  can  be  purchased  for  $100  payable  in 
greenbacks.  The  gentleman  says  that  we  ought 
to  have  gold  to  pay  for  them.  We  must  pay  dol- 
lar for  dollar  in  gold  if  I  understand  the  gentleman 
rightly.  That  is  indeed  a  tender  conscience  that 
would  insist  upon  paying  $100  in  gold  for  what 
can  be  bought  for  $100  in  greenbacks. 

Mr.  PRICE.     Does  the  gentleman  refer  to  me  ? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  No,  sir;  1  refer  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  California  [Mr.  Higby]  who  is  gold- 
mad.  Would  it  be  wise  to  pay  $100  in  gold  when 
$100  in  greenbacks  would  do  the  same  thing?  Is 
there  any  shame  therefore  for  the  Government  to 
sell  $12,000,000  for  $20,000,000?  It  is  selling  a 
commodity  for  the  lawful  currency  of  the  country. 
It  is  selling  an  article  and  converting  $12,000,000 
of  gold  into  $20,000,000  of  greenbacks  to  pay  our 
debts  with. 

Mr.  HIGBY  asked  a  question  entirely  inaudi- 
ble to  the  reporter. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  already  said  that  the 
coin  in  the  Treasury,  for  all  practical  purposes,  is 
not  the  currency  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  I  askif  itisnotcurrency  by  law. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  admit  if  you  choose  to  fool 
away  your  money  instead  of  exchanging  it  for 
greenbacks  it  will  pass  as  money,  but  it  is  not  the 
currency  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  Does  not  the  gentleman  live  in 
an  iron  region  ? 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Yes. 

Mr.  HJGBY.  Then  thataccounts  for  his  hav- 
ing no  conscience. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  That  is  certainly  very  smart. 
I  did  not  beliuve  the  gentleman  had  so  much  wil, 
but  he  has  just  so  much.   [Laughter.] 

But  I  was  about  to  ask,  would  not  that  Govern- 
ment be  foolish  and  unwise  which  should  take 
$100  of  a  commodity  which  it  could  sell  for  $170 


of  its  obligations  to  put  into  a  sinking  fund,  and 
give  it  for  $100?  1  leave  every  school-boy  who  ever 
dealt  in  marbles  and  pennies  to  answer  that  ques- 
tion.    It  does  not  require  a  theoretical  financier. 

As  to  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Boutwell]  of  keeping 
down  the  premium  upon  gold  bullion  by  creating 
a  loan  in  Europe  and  drawing  upon  it,  1  say  it  is 
the  most  alarming  proposition  I  have  heard  yet. 
I  admit  that  in  ordinary  times  of  peace,  when  we 
have  no  other  circulating  medium  than  that  which 
is  now  the  money  of  nations,  it  is  well  to  bring  in 
as  much  foreign  capital  as  you  can;  but  I  deny 
that  it  is  now  desirable  to  do  it.  Why,  I  look 
with  grief  upon  every  dollar  which  I  hear  is  taken 
by  foreign  capitalists;  and  I  believe  our  five-twen- 
ties are  taken  now  at  the  rate  of  $3,000,000  a  week 
on  foreign  account.  And  why  do  1  say  1  grieve 
over  this?  Because  all  the  gold  we  can  collect, 
and  all  we  can  borrow  hereat"ter,  will  go  to  pay 
the  interest  upon  such  bonds,  and  be  at  once  trans- 
ported to  Europe.  I  do  not  want  any  of  their  cap- 
ital sent  here  upon  such  terms.  I  do  not  want 
them  to  take  our  bonds  and  draw  away  all  our 
gold  for  twenty  years  to  come  after  we  sliall  have 
returned  to  a  state  of  peace.  We  do  not  know 
when  this  war  will  close.  I  do  not  want  to  dis- 
courage anybody;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  going  to 
end  in — I  will  not  say  how  long  a  time — certainly 
notin  ninety  days,  and  perhaps  not  in  many  years. 
Hence  it  is  I  do  not  desire  to  see  any  overtrading, 
or  anything  done  by  which  foreigners  can  take 
from  us  the  precious  metals  either  by  excessive 
importations  or  by  the  purchase  of  ourgold-bear- 
ing  securities.  This,  I  suppose,  is  not  orthodox 
financiering;  but  itis  my  theory  and  my  common- 
sense  view  of  the  subject. 

Now,  on  the  1st  of  July  we  shall  probably  have 
fifty  million  dollars  of  gold  in  the  Treasury.  We 
shall  need  to  pay  out  a  little  more  than  twenty 
million  dollars  of  it.  Thirty  millions  will  be  left. 
If  we  go  on  for  the  next  half  year  until  January, 
when  the  half-yearly  interest  again  falls  due — a 
few  more  of  the  five-twenties  having  matured — 
our  payments  will  be  from  twenty-two  to  twenty- 
three  million  dollars;  and  in  the  mean  time  we 
shall  have  accumulated  some  forty-five  million 
dollars  of  coin. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  Will  my  colleague,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  The  question  I  have  to  pro- 
pound at  this  stage  of  his  remarks  has  relation 
to  the  ciu6o7io  only.  Wehave  just  rendered,  with 
theassent,as  I  understand, of  the  honorable  chair- 
man himself,  the  Senate  amendment  innoxious  by 
affirming  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  25th  Feb- 
ruary, 1862,  for  the  establishment  of  a  sinking 
fund,  and  providing  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
be  construed  to  interfere  therewith.  I  wish  to 
know  now  whether  we  have  not  rendered  it  use- 
less; and  I  ground  the  inquiry  on  these  consider- 
ations: the  fifth  section  of  that  act  provides  that 
the  gold  received  from  the  customs  shall  be  set 
apaTt  as  a  special  fund,  and  shall  be  applied,  first, 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  bonds  or 
notes  of  the  United  States;  or,  in  other  words,  to 
ih^i  funded  or  interest-bearing  debt;  and,  second, 
to  the  purchase  or  payment  of  one  per  cent.,  not 
of  the  bonds  or  interest-bearing  notes,  but  of  the 
"  entire  debt"  of  the  United  States,  to  be  made 
within  each  fiscal  year  after  the  1st  of  July,  1862, 
which  is  to  be  setapartas  asinking  fund, and  the 
interest  of  which  shall  be  applied  in  the  same  way. 
Now,  this  has  not  been  done;  and  in  that  partic- 
ular there  has  been,  as  I  take  it,  a  default  on  the 
part  of  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  said  to 
desire  the  passage  of  this  law.  By  the  1st  of 
July  next,  or  at  the  expiration  of  the  current  fis- 
cal year,  the  amount  applicable  to  the  sinking 
fund  will  be  two  per  cent,  of  the  entire  debt  of  the 
nation.  The  surplus  coin  upon  which  this  law  is 
expected  to  operate  is  stated  by  my  honorable 
colleague  St  $30,000,000.  In  this  he  takes  no  ac- 
count of  the  sum  which  will  be  required  to  meet 
the  requisitions  of  that  part  of  the  act  referred  to 
which  creates  the  sinking  fund.  I  should  like  to 
hear  him  state  how  much  that  will  be.  I  assume 
the  entire  debt  of  the  nation,  at  a  low  estimate,  to 
beat  least  fifteen  hundred  million  dollars.  If  lam 
wrong  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  can  correct  me.  I  wish  I  could  be  per- 
suaded that  it  was  no  more.  Putting  it,  however, 


) 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1147 


at  this  low  figure,  the  amount  required  to  meet  the 
demands  of  that  fund  under  the  law  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  Istof  July  next  will  be  pO,000,000, 
or  just  enough  to  absorb  the  whole  surplus  that, 
according  to  his  estimate,  will  be  in  the  Treasury 
at  that  period.  What  1  desire  to  know,  therefore, 
from  the  honorable  gentleman  in  view  of  these 
facts  is,  what  is  the  practical  use  of  the  amend- 
ment so  qualified,  and  where  are  the  moneys  on 
which  it  is  to  operate,  the  gentleman  himself  ad- 
mitting and  insisting  on  the  right  to  sell  under  the 
existing  law  for  the  uses  of  the  sinking  fund,  and 
the  claims  of  that  fund  absorbing  his  whole  sur- 
plus, and  leaving  no  residuum  for  the  general 
Treasury? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  it  is  very  harmless  and 
operates  upon  nothing,  my  friend  is  benevolent 
enough  to  allow  us  to  have  this  bauble,  and  he 
will  not  find  any  fault  with  us  except  that  we  are 
pleased  with  a  rattle  and  tickled  with  a  straw, 
and  he  v/ill  not  refuse  us  the  rattle. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  Allow  me  to  say  that  it  is 
an  unsound  principle  of  legislation  to  enact  any 
law  merely  upon  the  ground  that  it  will  do  no 
harm.  A  law  that  is  useless  is  always  a  bad  law, 
and  cannot  be  otherwise  than  injurious. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Suppose  we  should  resolve 
that  this  House  was  not  very  wise;  whom  would 
it  harm?    No  one. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  hardly  supposes  that  by 
the  debt  of  the  United  States  we  mean  anything 
but  the  registered,  funded,  ascertained  debt.  Does 
he  expect  us  to  go  into  the  streets  and  pick  up 
sutlers '  bills  and  bills  of  all  kinds  and  buy  up  one 
per  cent,  of  th^m  to  fulfill  this  law?  That  is  not 
what  is  meant  by  the  debt  of  the  United  States. 
The  floating  debt,  which  has  not  been  settled, 
has  not  yet  become  anything  that  we  can  legis- 
late on  at  all. 

Mr.WILLIAMS.  I  do  not  desire  to  interrupt 
my  colleague;  but  will  he  allow  me  to  inquire 
again  whether  I  am  to  understand  him  as  assert- 
ing that  the  legal-tender  notes  now  constituting 
eo  large  a  portion  of  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  amounting,  as  I  believe,  to  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars,  or  thereabouts, 
are  no  part  of  the  "entire  debt"  of  the  nation? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not,  because  they  are 
not  debts.  They  are  the  money  of  the  country, 
bearing  no  interest.  When  they  come  to  be  re- 
deemed it  will  be  another  question.  At  present 
they  are  not  due  and  have  not  to  be  paid. 

But,  sir,  I  was  saying  that  1  suppose  that  by 
the  1st  of  January  next  we  shall  have  a  surplus 
of  $50,000,000  of  gold  in  the  Treasury  if  you  allow 
it  to  accumulate.  Now,  I  ask  any  gentleman  who 
is  acquainted  with  financial  matters  whether  the 
withdrawal  from  circulation,  and  locking  up  so  as 
to  be  inaccessible  to  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
of  $50,000,000,  will  not  help  more  to  aid  these 
speculators  to  raise  the  price  of  articles  which  they 
have  on  hand  than  all  other  "  rings"  can  do,  and 
whether  it  will  not  help  the  gamblers  of  whom 
the  gentleman  from  California  [Mr.  Higby]  has 
so  much  horror?  I  do  not  understand  this  meas- 
ure to  contemplate  the  buying  of  our  own  se- 
curities at  a  discount.  I  say  that  when  you  ex- 
change bullion  for  lawful  money  you  do  not  buy 
your  securities.  You  make  a  financial  transaction, 
selling  a  commodity  for  so  much  money. 

Will  any  man  tell  me  now  that  when  he  asks  a 
dollar  for  any  article  he  wants  to  sell,  he  means  a 
gold  dollar,  or  what  a  gold  dollar  is  worth  ?  No 
man  does  it;  he  wants  a  dollar  of  our  currency. 
When  a  man  asks  five  dollars  for  a  hat,  does  he 
mean  to  ask  thereby  what  used  to  be  five  dollars  in 
gold,  or  its  value?  No;  he  means  five  dollars  in 
the  actual  currency,  the  lawful  money,  of  the 
United  States. 

This  article  of  gold  is  a  subject  of  traflic,  as 
much  so  as  a  hat  or  a  horse;  and  it  is  no  more 
a  circulating  medium  now  than  either  of  them. 
You  do  not  by  selling  it  discount  or  depreciate 
your  own  paper;  you  appreciate  it  when  you  put 
more  gold  in  circulation. 

You,  Mr.  Speaker,  know  my  peculiar  views 
upon  this  question.  I  have  always  held  that  this 
evil  arises  IVom  our  making  the  interest  on  these 
bonds  payable  in  gold  and  the  imposts  payable 
in  gold.  I  always  held  that;  and  1  may  just  here, 
although  it  is  a  little  egotistical,  state  that  when 
in  18G2  a  portion  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  less  than  a  majority,  agreed  upon  a  finan- 
cial system,  wliich  wits  the  issue  of  legal-tender 


notes  and  five-twenty  bonds  bearing  six  per  cent, 
interest  payable  in  lawful  moili^,  they  devised 
a  system  by  which  one  currency  fvas  to  pervade 
the  whole  country,  and  the  farmer  who  had  to 
receive  interest  on  his  bonds  was  to  receive  the 
same  currency  as  the  capitalist  who  buys  the 
United  States  bonds.  There  was  then  supposed 
to  be  no  kind  of  necessity  for  gold  at  all.  The 
wisdom  of  the  other  branch  of  the  national  Legis- 
lature, however,  having  been  brought  thereto  by 
the  able  and  conclusive  argumentsof  thebankers 
and  brokers  of  New  York,  inserted  a  provision 
which  made  the  interest  on  these  bonds  payable  in 
gold. 

Now,  repudiation  is  a  thing  which  this  Gov- 
ernment will  never  countenance  although  it  has  to 
take  in  taxes  one  half  of  the  property  of  every 
man  in  the  nation. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  a  question.  I  take  it  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  in  favor  of  hav- 
ing our  duties  on  imports  collected  in  gold  and 
silver.  Now,  what  1  want  to  ask  him  is  this: 
what  would  he  do  with  the  gold  if  the  collection 
of  imposts  in  specie  were  continued,  and  if  the 
interest  on  our  bonds  were  not  paid  in  gold  and 
silver? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  My  friend's  memory  is  de- 
fective. He  knows  that  when  that  great  struggle 
between  lawful  money  and  gold  took  place  in  this 
House  I  contended  that  the  duties  should  be  paid 
in  lawful  money,  and  that  the  interest  should  be 
paid  in  lawful  money.  After  the  Senate  forced 
upon  us  the  payment  of  interest  in  gold  it  was 
decided  that  the  duties  on  imports  should  also 
be  paid  in  gold,  so  as  to  meet  the  payment  of  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  if  that  motion  was  not  first 
agreed  upon  in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means? 
Mr  STEVENS.  No,  sir. 
Mr.  MORRILL.  That  is  my  recollection. 
Mr.  STEVENS.  The  bill  passed  this  House 
just  as  I  have  stated.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Lovejoy]  offered  an  amendment  to 
make  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  payable  in 
gold .  I  opposed  it  with  others,  and  it  was  voted 
down  by  nearly  forty  majority,  and  in  that  con- 
dition it  went  to  the  Senate.  But  those  gentle- 
men whom  I  have  spoken  of  enlightened  the 
wisdom  of  the  Senate,  enlightened  the  heads  of 
Departments,  enlightened  this  House,  and  when 
the  bill  came  back,  although  I  fought  it  with  all 
my  might,  the  Senate  amendment  was  carried  by 
I  believe  four  majority.  It  has  now  become  part 
of  our  regular  financial  system — which  I  am  not 
complaining  of.  While  I  would  have  had  the 
merchants  pay  for  their  duties  on  imports  the 
same  as  everybody  else,  I  was  afraid  we  could  not 
otherwise  get  the  gold  to  pay  our  interest.  If  I 
had  my  will  I  would  reverse  the  movement  of  the 
wheel  and  adopt  to-morrow  the  system  of  receiv- 
ing payment  of  duties  in  lawful  money,  and  mak- 
ing the  interest  on  all  bonds  to  be  hereafter  issued 
payable  also  in  lawful  money.  And  this,  too, 
although  we  have  now  $700,000,000  of  debt  with 
the  interest  payable  in  gold,  which  will  take  some 
forty-two  million  dollars  of  gold  every  year.  The 
duty  on  imports  would  just  about  pay  it.  But  I 
ask  the  gentleman — and  I  do  not  intend  to  digress 
in  this  way — when  our  debt  shall  amount  to  two 
or  three  thousand  millions,  requiring  $200,000,000 
of  gold  to  pay  the  annual  interest,  how  high  will 
gold  go  then?  If,  when  we  have  to  pay  but 
$40,000,000  a  year  in  gold,  gold  goes  up  to  sev- 
enty, how  high  will  itgo  when  we  willhave  to  pay 
$200,000,000  a  year? 

I  trust  I  may  be  a  false  prophet,  but  if  gold  does 
not  go  to  two  hundred  per  cent,  my  judgment  is 
entirely  at  fault.  You  cannot  keep  it  down.  If  I 
had  my  way,  I  ref)eat,  I  would  stop  where  we  are 
in  the  matter  of  issuing  bonds  with  the  interest 
payable  in  gold .  I  would  make  interest  in  future 
payable  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  States. 
We  receive  for  these  loans  nothing  but  lawful 
money,  and  by  paying  them  ingold  v/e  pay  nearly 
double  what  we  get. 

I  do  not  hope  to  be  able  to  convince  the  House 
in  this  matter.  I  shall  not  nttcmpt  it.  But  nev- 
ertheless I  state  what  I  think  we  are  coming  to. 
I  do  not  mean  that  we  are  coming  to  repudiation. 
God  forbid  that  any  man  in  this  House  or  in  this 
country  should  sanction  that  idea,  although  it  may 
take  half  of  every  man 's  estate  in  the  nation.    But 


I  would  be  glad  if  I  could  make  the  burdens  lighter. 
I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COX.  Before  the  question  is  taken,  I 
think  it  better  that  we  should  have  a  call  of  the 
House.  I  would  be  precluded  from  making  that 
motion  after  the  previous  question  is  seconded.  I 
make  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  to  add  the  words,  "  not  exceeding 
one  year,"  and  it  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  the  second 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended  by  the 
House,  as  follows: 

And  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  dispose  of  any  gold  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not  necessary  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  of  the  publicdobt:  Provided,  Tliattheobli- 
gation  to  create  a  siiiliing  fund,  according  to  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 25, 18G2,  shali  not  be  impaired  thereby. 

Mr.  KERNAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  84,  nays  57;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ash- 
ley, John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Ueaman,  Francis  P.  Clair, 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Am- 
brose VV. Clark, Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Uavves,  Dawson,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot, 
Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Goocli,  Griiinell, 
Griswold,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd, 
Jeiickes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Or- 
lando Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  Mc- 
Clurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Norton,  Odcll,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patter- 
son, Perham,  Pike,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H;  Rice, 
Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Smith,  Spalding,  Starr,  Steb- 
bics,  John  B.  Steele,  Stevens,  Thayer,  (Jpson,  Van  Val- 
kenburgh,  VVadsworth,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B. 
Washburn,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wil-der,  Wilson,  Windom, 
and  Woodbridge — 84. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Augus- 
tus C.Baldwin,  Bliss,  Broomall,  Clay,  CoftVoth,  Cox,  Thom- 
as T.  Davis,  Deming,  Denison,  Eden,  Eklridge,  Hale,  Hall, 
Harrington,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Higby,  Holman, 
Hutchins,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Long,-  Mallory,  Marcy, 
McAllister,  McDowell,  Mclndoe,  McKinney,  Middleton, 
William  H.  Miller;  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Noble,  John 
O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Price,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Ran- 
dall, Rollins,  Ross,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  gtrouse,  Stu- 
art, Sweat,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Voorhees,  Wheeler,  Josepli 
W.  White,  Williams,  and  Yeaman— 57. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  SMITH ERS  stated  that  Mr.  Ganson  hav- 
ing been  called  home  by  the  sickness  of  a  relative, 
he  had  paired  with  him  upon  this  bill. 

Mr.  ALLISON  said:  I  have  paired,  by  an 
arrangement  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  pENDLETOjf,]  with  Mr.  Law.  I  desii-e  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  whether  in  his  judgment 
that  pair  ought  to  extend  to  this  vote.  I  should, 
if  permitted,  vote  for  this  ainendment. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  will  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  that  in  my  judgment  under"his 
pair  he  ought  not  to  vote  on  this  question. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Hubbard,  was  detained  from  the  House  by  sick- 
ness. 

Mr.  SMITH  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Randall,  was  confined  to  his  room  by  sickness. 

The  vote  was  announced  as  above  recorded. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  adopt- 
ed; and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  third  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  to 
amend  the  title  by  adding  to  it  "  and  for  other 
purposes. i' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS  rnoved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  first  and  third  amendments  of  the 
Senate  were  concurred  in;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ENROLLED  BILL  AND  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  COBB,  fi-om  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had  examined 
and  found  truly  enrolled  a  bill  and  joint  resolution 
of  the  following  titles;  when  the  Speaker  signed 
the  satTie: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  50)  making  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the  Pest  Office  Department  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  18G5;  and 

Joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  43)  authorizing 


1148 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  16, 


the  settlement  of  the  accountsof  J.  N.  Carpenter, 
a  paymaster  in  tlie  United  Stales  Navy. 

UNEMPLOYED  GENEIIAL  OFFICERS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  re2:ular  order  of 
business  to  be  the  consick'ration  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  II.  No.  69)  to  drop  from  the  rolls  of  tiie 
Army  unemiiluyc-d  general  officers, postponed  un- 
til to-day,  upon  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[iVIr.  Schenck]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Having  stated  at  the  time 
this  joint  resolution  was  reported  all  tliat  I  desired 
to  say  in  explanation  of  it,  I  do  not  propose  at 
this  time  to  claim  my  right  to  the  floor.  Tlic  joint 
resolution  was  reported  to  the  House  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  in  response  to  a  resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  House  reterring  the  subject. 
I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the  House  with  any 
remarks  in  reference  to  it,  unless  amendments  or 
remarks  in  opposition  to  it  should  render  it  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  amend  the  joint  resolu- 
tion by  adding  the  following  proviso: 

Proi'iWciI,  That  wlionevcr  any  of!u'rrcnn!prchendcd  in  this 
act  sliall  ilomaiul  a  board  nt'  inquiry  aocordiiig  to  tlie  rules 
and  regulations  in  sucli  cases,  and  wlio  shall  he  willing  tci 
serve,  that  such  board  shall  be  Ibrtlnvitli  convened  ;  and  if 
6aid  board  shall  find  him  competent  tocoinmand  in  the  rank 
to  which  he  is  entitled,  he  shall  be  at  once  restored  to  active 
service  witll  full  pay.  jind provided  fnrlher ,  That  all  officers 
who  have  received  the  thanks  of  Congress  during  tiie  pres- 
ent war  shall  be  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me,  i  will  offer  a  substitute  for  the  whole  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  yield  to  the  genllem.in  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  move  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  preamble  of  the  joint  resolution,  and  to  insert 
in  its  place  the  following: 

Be  it  resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  Coigrcss  assembicd,  That 
as  soon  as  practicable  alter  the  passagi;  liereof  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  designate  and  cause  to  con- 
vene a  board  of  competent  military  officers,  to  consist  of 
three  major  cencrals,  three  brigadier  generals,  and  tl]ree 
colonels,  which  hoard  shall,  under  regulations  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  War,  make  a  careful  examina- 
tion into  the  competency,  fitness,  and  efficiency  for  com- 
mand of  such  major  generals  aiLd  brigadier  generals  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  who,  on  the  1st  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  J864,  shall  not  be  in  the  performance  of  duty  or  ser- 
vic'i  corresponding  vviUi  their  rank  ami  grade,and  whosliall 
not  have  been  engaged  in  such  duty  or  service  for  thr(!c 
montlis  continuously  next  prior  to  that  date,  and  report  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  the  names  aiul  rank  of  each  of  such 
generals  who,  in  the  opinion  of  said  board,  shall  he  inca- 
pable of  efficiently  and  properly  performing  the  diiti(;s  of 
liis  rank  in  the  service.  And  each  oilicer  who,  by  the  re- 
port of  said  board,  is  found  incapable  of  properly  and  effi- 
ciently performing  the  duties  of  li is  rank,  shall,  if  such  opin- 
ion and  report  be  approved  hy  rhe  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  be  then  dropped  from  tlie  rolls  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  all  the  pay  and  allowance  and  emolu- 
ments of  such  general  ofliecrs  so  dropped  shall  cease  Irom 
that  date,  and  the  vacancies  so  occasioned  may  be  filled  hy 
new  promotions  and  appointments  as  in  other  cases.  But 
no  officer  i.i  to  be  considered  as  included  in  the  foregoing 
provision  whose  absence  from  duty  shall  have  been  occa- 
sioiwd  by  wounds  received  or  disease  contracted  in  the 
line  of  Ills  iluty  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  or  hy  his  being  a  prisoner  of  war  in  llie  hands  of  the 
enemy  or  under  parole;  and  any  major  general  of  volun- 
teers, or  brigadier  general  of  vidunteers,  who  may  have 
been  appointed  from  the  regular  Army  under  the  authority 
given  ill  section  lour  of  the  act  approved  July  ^2,  18G1,  "  to 
nuthorizc  the  employmentof  volunteers  toaid  in  enforcing 
the  laws  and  protecting  public  property,"  and  the  acts 
amendatory  thereof,  who  shall  be  so  dropped  from  the  rolls, 
Bhall  not  thereby  he  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  shall  be  remitted  to  his  position  and  duty  as 
an  officer  of  the  regular  Army. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  presume  timt  the 
principal  object  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Sciienck] 
jn  pressing  this  bill, and  which  heavowcd  the  other 
day,  is  an  economical  one.  He  disclaimed  having 
any  intention  to  strike  at  any  particular  officer  or 
officers.     I  am  bound  to  accept  his  disclaimer. 

Mr.SCHENCK.  i  be;?  leave  to  correct  iriy  col- 
league in  one  [tarticular.  That  was  part  of  the  rea- 
son I  as.signcd.  The  oliject  was  economical  on  the 
one  hand,  and  on  the  other  to  make  room  for  the 
promotion  of  those  who  are  performing  th(!  duti(!s 
of  those  officers.  It  had  that  double  object,  and 
it  will  hnvr.  that  double  elTect. 

Mr.  COX.  Very  well,  I  understand  that.  He 
disclaimed  that  anything  personal  was  intended 
by  thin  I.mII,  and  I  accept  that  disclaimi;r  in  the 
B|)irit  in  which  it  was  iiiade.  The  remarlcs  I  have 
to  offer  will  indicate  the  effect  of  iha  ijill  upon  cer- 
tain officer.^  (if  the  Army. 

Some  time  ago  thi.'i  House  passed  a  resolution 
inquiring  of  the  War  Depaiiinent  what  generttl 
ofliecrs  were  unemployed,  and  wiiat  general  offi- 


cers wei'e  employed,  in  duties  below  their  grade. 
To  that  the  \Vj|t Department  made  reply.  I  have 
it  before  me,  I^ecntive  Document  No.  5.  1  have 
analyzed  and  classified  it.  I  find  that  twenly 
major  generals  and  forty-seven  brigadier  generals 
are  relieved  froin  service,  or  were  at  that  time  re- 
lieved, making  in  all  si.Kty-seven  officers.  One 
thing  will  strike  every  gentleman,  and  that  is  this: 
all  of  these  officers,  with  the  exception  of  twenty- 
two,  are  re[iortcd  as  employed  in  some  service, 
valuable  service,  though  it  may  be  below  their 
rank.  Some  are  employed  as  agents  for  pris- 
oners, commissaries,  quartermasters,  and  upon 
courts-martial,  and  many  as  superintendents  of 
depots  for  drafted  and  enlisted  men.  All  the  offi- 
cers enumerated  iti  this  report  are  actively  and 
usefully  employed,  except  twenty-two.  This 
fact  lessens  the  force  of  my  colleague's  economic 
ai'gument. 

Although  these  officers  are  employed  in  service 
not  equal  to  their  rank,  yet  they  are  rendering 
very  faithful  and  indispensable  service  to  the  Qov- 
ernruent,  which  would  have  to  be  rendered  by  some 
one  else,  perhaps  by  officers  of  inferior  ability  as 
well  as  grade.  The  Government  has  its  full  con- 
sideration for  their  service;  and  there  is  no  ques- 
tion of  economy  as  to  them.  As  to  the  rest  the 
question  of  economy  can  be  settled  by  the  Presi- 
dent, who  has  it  in  his  power,  without  our  action, 
to  dismiss  these  officers  and  strike  them  from  the 
pay-roll.  But  as  1  understand  the  matter,  even 
if  the  President  should  do  this,  the  Government 
will  only  save  about  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum  liy  this  measure — the  salaries  of 
about  twelve  officers — a  sum  for  a  year  fiot  one 
tenth  of  what  is  required  to  carry  on  this  Admin- 
istration for  a  single  day!  One  or  two  of  these 
relieved  officers  have  staffs.  General  Fremont 
has  four  of  his  staff  with  him  now.  McClellan 
has  none  of  his  staff. 

Of  these  twenty-two  unemployed,  one  is  put 
down  as  being  in  prison — General  Neal  Dow — 
and  another  as  being  in  Congress,  my  friend  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Smith]  who  now  stands  by  my 
side. 

Mr.  SMITH.  With  the  permission  of  my 
friend  from  Ohio,  I  desire  to  make  a  brief  state- 
ment of  how  my  name  happened  to  get  on  that 
list  which  has  been  sent  here  by  the  Secretary  of 
War.  It  is  stated  that  I  was  relieved  from  duty 
when  this  report  was  made.  My  resignation  was 
made  on  the  20th  of  September,  186.3,  to  lake  ef- 
fect on  the  Isl  of  December  following,  a  few  days 
before  the  meeting  of  Congress.  I  had  been  in 
the  service  actively  until  the  20th  of  September, 
when  1  was  put  on  recruiting  duty  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky.  At  the  time  the  report  was  made  I 
was  out  of  office,  my  resignation  having  taken 
ed'ect  on  the  1st  of  December. 

I  have  felt  tliat  it  was  due  to  myself  to  make 
tills  statement.  I  do  not  want  it  to  go  out  that  I 
was  relieved  from  duty  before  my  resignation 
was  accepted.  It  is,  however,  due  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  VVar  to  say  that  the  resignation  sent  by 
me  from  the  field  was  not,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  received  until  after  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
and  my  attention  was  called  to  it.  The  mistake 
was  corrected  in  the  Department,  and  they  prom- 
ised to  give  me  a  statement  to  that  effect,  but  I 
have  not  yet  received  it.  I  have  never  been  in  the 
field  without  a  command,  and  every  command  1 
have  had  has  done  its  duty. 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  has  it  in  his  jjower  to  make  this  state- 
ment. 1  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  satisfactory  to 
everybody. 

Sevei'al  of  these  twenty-two  generals  thus  un- 
employed have  been  relieved  Ijccause  of  wounds. 
They  are  Gen(;rals  Sicklivs,  Hatch,  Tower,  Bar- 
low, Paul,  Rowley,  and  others.  This  bill  should 
f)ot,and  properly  does  not, aff(!£t  them.  Nowlei 
us  see  who  are  to  be  affected.- It  reaches  then  only 
abouta  dozen  uiTemployed  officers.  All  the  econ- 
omy of  the  bill  is  reduced  to  these  officers.  Who 
are  they?  They  are  Generals  McClellan,  Fre- 
tnont,  Buell,  Wallace,  McCook,  Crittenden,  Mil- 
roy,  Oglesby,  Hartsuff,  Andrew  Porter,  Aber- 
cronibie,  and  Roberts.  I  may  imiit  one  or  two 
from  inadvertence.  I  sec  by  the  morning  papers 
that  General  Wallace  is  assigned  to  active  duty. 
As  a  matter  of  course  Milroy  will  be  employed, 
'i'hat  may  lie  the  case  with  others  that  1  have 
named.  The.se,  then,  are  all  that  will  be  affected 
by  this  bill.     All  thesaving,  then,  will  be  the  sal- 


ary of  these  dozen  generals.  Is  it  fair  and  just 
to  strike  them  from  the  rolls  of  the  Army  because 
theyhave  been  relieved  by  the  cajuice  or  under 
the  prejudices  of  the  President,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  or  General  Halleck.'  If,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  President,  they  are  no  longer  serviceable  to 
the  Governrneiit,  why  does  he  not  dismiss  them.' 
He  has  the  power.  Why  devolve  it  upon  Con- 
gress.' Why  does  not  the  Executive  assume  the 
responsibility .' 

Many  of  these  officers  who  are  to  be  affected 
by  this  bill  left  civil  life  for  the  Army  and  sacri- 
ficed positions  of  profit  and  honor  to  their  patri- 
otic duties.  General  McClellan  left  an  employ- 
ment of  $10,000  a  year  at  the  call  of  Governor 
Dennison,of  Ohio,  to  take  the  command  in  West- 
ern Virginia,  where  his  services  were  so  signal 
and  successful.  Since  then  he  has  sacrificed  every- 
thing he  had  made  in  civil  life,  and  lives  now 
upon  a  salary  less  than  he  could  obtain  elsewhere. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  ask,  is  it  fair  to  drop 
him  from  the  rollsof  the  Army .'  I  ask  it  as  a  mat- 
ter of  ordinary  pecuniary  fairness.  Not  that  he 
would  wish  to  be  retained.  I  do  not  suit  my  vote 
on  this  bill  to  his  wishes,  for  I  know  that  if  his 
wishes  were  consulted  I  should  make  no  oppo- 
sition to  this  measure.  I  place  it  upon  higher 
grounds,  that  of  common  justice  to  a  faithful  and 
accornplished  soldier. 

I  know  very  well  the  argument  of  economy  will 
be  used  here,  and  should  be  considered  always  in 
this  House.  I  wish  it  were  used  more  frequently. 
But  there  is  something  more  involved  in  this  bill 
than  economy.  If  these  generals  are  dropped  in 
this  particular  way,  it  will  seem  to  be  a  taint  upon 
their  honor.  The  only  way  to  dr6p  them  in  a  fair 
and  inilitary  way  is  by  the  amendment  which  I 
have  proposed  or  by  the  amendment  of  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Kernan.] 
It  should  be  done  by  a  board  of  inquiry.  They 
should  examine  to  see  whether  these  officers,  thus 
to  be  ruled  out  of  service  because  of  political  or 
other  reasons,  are  fit  to  do  that  duty  for  which 
they  were  originally  called  into  the  service.  I 
would  like  to  read  a  report  from  a  board  stigma- 
tizing McClellan,  Buell,  and  Crittenden  as  incom- 
petent. It  would  deserve  an  immortality  of  fame 
for  the  audacity  and  presumption  of  the  military 
criticism. 

The  otherday,  when  the  question  was  asked  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Schenck,]  why  it  was  not  left 
exclusively  with  the  President  to  drop  these  offi- 
cers whenever  he  should  see  proper,  (and  which 
he  has  already  the  authority  to  do,)  he  responded 
that  it  would  fix  a  stigma  upon  the  character  of 
these  officers  to  remove  them  in  that  way.  It 
seerns  to  me  that  the  same  reason  ajiplies  to  the 
operation  of  this  bill.  No  officer,  no  soldier, 
should  ever  have  any  undeserved  stain  cast  upon 
him  by  his  superior  officer,  even  if  he  be  the  Pres- 
ident. If  not  in  that  case,  why  should  Congress 
do  the  same  thing,  unless  there  is  first  given  a  fair 
inquiry  into  his  militai-y  conduct  and  career.' 

Such  an  inquiry  iny  amendment  proposes.  It 
is  a  fair  proposition.  It  is  military.  It  is  politic. 
It  will  help  the  service;  while  the  passage  of  this 
bill  may,  without  trial,  overslaugh  good  officers 
and  fix  upon  them  a  stain  which  is  worse  than  a 
wound  upon  their  character. 

I  have  indicated  in  my  amendment  that  those 
who  have  received  the  thanks  of  Congress  should 
be  made  an  exception  to  this  projiosed  reform.  I 
do  not  disguise  the  fact  that  my  intention  is  to 
except  from  the  operation  of  the  bill  such  men  as 
General  McClellan  who  did  receive  the  thanks  of 
Congress.  Unanimously,  sir,  on  the  9th  of  May, 
1SG2,  immediately  following  the  battle  of  Wjl- 
liamsbuig,  upon  a  resolution  offered  by  a  memlier 
upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  [Mr.  Love- 
joy,]  Congress  thanked  that  distinguished  gen- 
eral. The  resolution  was  voted  for  by  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  with  great  alacrity.  Tliat  resolution  I 
will  have  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

''Resolved,  That  it  Is  with  feelings  of  profound  gratitude 
to  Alinigliiy  CJod  that  the  House  oi'  Uopresentatives,  from 
linn:  to  lime,  hear  of  the  triumphs  of  the  Union  armies  in 
the  great  strn!;L'le  for  tlie  supremacy  of  the  Con.stitutlon 
and  the  iniegriiy  of  the  Union. 

"  Resolicd,  'I'hat  we  receive  witli  profound  satisfaction 
Intelligence  of  the  recent  victories  achieviul  hy  the  nrniiea 
of  the  I'otomae,  assoeiated  from  their  localities  with  those 
of  (he  I!  evolution,  and  that  the  sincere  I  ban  lis  oft  he  Mouse 
are  lierehv  tendenil  to  iMnjrirGeiieral  George  It.  IMcGlollan 
lor  lliedisplny  of  tliose  high  military  (|ualilica  wliicli  secure 
Important  icsults  with  hut  little  sacrifice  of  human  life." 
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Mr.  COX.  I  am  sorry  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Schenck]  wag  not  presoiii  in  ihe  last  House  to 
give  tlie  siuiclion  oF  his  distinguished  military 
judgment  upon  those  "  high  military  qualities" 
of  General  McClellan  "  which  secure  impo'rtant 
results  with  hui Utile  sacrifice  of  li.uman  life."  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  not  called  upon  that  resolu- 
tion for  the  simple  reason  that  every  member  be- 
lieved in  it.  It  went  through  the  House  nemine 
contrudicente.  Every  one  of  us  in  happy  accord 
joined  in  this  splendid  tribule  to  the  beloved  cap- 
tain of  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  A  splendid 
tribute!  For  what  laurels  ever  crowned  the  brow 
of  hero  or  demigod  equal  to  those  honors  wiiich 
shall  cluster  around  the  memory  of  him  whose 
martial  triumphs  have  been  won  with  but  little 
sacrifice  of  human  life.'  Long  after  the  carping 
"committees  on  the  conduct  of  the  war,"  who 
liave  distorted  truth  to  injure  a  general  whose  abil- 
ity is  so  far  above  theircompreliension,  shall  have 
passed  away ;  long  after  the  political  hucksters  who 
have  joined  in  reviling  him  in  order  to  add  to  their 
ill-gotten  gains  shall  be  numbered  with  the  for- 
gotten dead;  long  after  the  vacillation  and  inter- 
meddling of  presumptuous  civilians  shall  be  dis- 
missed to  a  dishonored  oblivion,  this  utterance  of 
the  national  Legislature  will  live  and  shine;  not, 
sir,  because  we  passed  it,  but  because  in  an  hour 
of  honest  impulse  we  recorded  our  testimony  to 
the  truth  which  the  liistorian  "  will  not  willingly 
let  die."  Those  triumphs  which  are  unstained 
by  blood  have  been  so  few  and  signal  in  this  and 
other  wars  that  among  the  good  they  involun- 
tarily invoke  the  choicest  approbation  of  the  hu- 
man heart  and  intellect.  So  few  and  signal  are 
they  that  1  might  be  j)ardoned  for  imagining  that 
even  the  Prince  of  Peace  himself  would  conde- 
scend to  bedew  with  something  of  His  own  grace, 
and  consecrate  to  a  noble  destiny  that  martial 
genius  which  achieves  its  victories  without  the 
effusion  of  fraternal  blood.  They  antedate  that 
millennial  day — thatholy  time  which  seems  so  dis- 
tant to  our  mortal  view — when  the  "music  of  the 
world's  accord"  shall  displace  the  harsh  clangor 
of  arms,  and  its  sweeter  song 

"  Shall  swell  fi'om  shore  to  shore; 
One  hope,  one  f'aitli,  one  love  restore 
The  seamless  robe  that  Jesus  wore." 

The  heroism  which  brings  such  painless,  wound- 
less,  deathless,  all-merciful,  all-loving  results,  is 
crowned  with  a  chaplet  fragrant  forever  with  the 
white  flowers  of  peace  ! 

No  w,  to  dismiss  an  officer  who  has  been  thanked 
with  such  beautiful,  expressive,  and  truthful 
praise  as  General  McClellan  was  thanked  by  Con- 
gress, is  not  only  unmilitary  and  unjust,  but  a 
reproach  to  the  preceding.  Congress  which  I  am 
unwilling  to  allow.  If  we  were  wrong  then,  let 
there  be  at  least  some  inquiry  into  the  justice  or 
injustice  of  ourencomium. 

Many  of  these  officers  who  are  to  be  dishon- 
ored by  this  bill  have  not  only  impaired  or  lost 
their  fortunes  but  have  imperiled  life  and  limb 
while  serving  the  Republic  against  the  great  re- 
bellion. This  bill  proposes  by  a  sweeping  clause 
to  retire  them  from  service  without  many  of  them 
liaving  adequate  means  at  this  time  to  take  care  of 
their  families. 

1  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  wishes  of  other 
generals  who  are  to  be  degraded  by  this  bill,  but 
this  I  know,  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
have  it  not  in  their  power  to  degrade  General  Mc- 
Clellan, even  if  it  be  their  intention  to  attempt  it. 
He  is  above  their  assaults.  I  wish  it  distinctly 
understood  that  in  S|)eakingns  1  do  I  do  not  plead 
for  him.  He  does  not  ask  any  favors  from  the 
Other  side  of  the  House  or  from  the  Administra- 
tion. His  labors  and  deeds  are  historic  and  be- 
long to  a  better  tribunal  than  a  partisan  Congress 
or  n  party  press. 

Mr.  SiViri'EI.  I  intended,  a  few  moments  ago, 
to  ask  a  question  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
and  with  his  permissioji  1  will  ask  it  now  before 
he  passes  loo  far  from  the  point  to  which  it  re- 
lates; and  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  do  not, 
byasking  tiiis  question,  intend  to  commit  myself 
to  any  particular  line  of  policy  in  reference  to  this 
question.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Kernan]  is  to  order  a  court  of 
inquu-y  to  examine  into  the  cases  of  these  men 
who  are  not  now  in  active  service.  I  would  nsk 
from  whence  lie  could  gel  that  court  of  inquiry.' 

Mr.  COX.  I  suppose,  of  course,  the  court  of 
mquiry  would  be  drawn  from  the  officers  of  the 


Army.  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  provides  for  such  a  court  made  up  of 
general  officers. 

Mr.  SA'IITH.  I  understand  that  these  men 
are  officers  of  the  Army,  but  without  commands 
and  without  duties.  Is  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man to  take  this  court  of  inquiry  from  the  same 
class  of  men.'' 

Mr.  COX.  Of  course  the  President  will  select 
a  court  of  inquiry  just  as  in  other  cases.  1  know 
of  no  other  recourse  except  to  the  President  in 
such  a  case  as  this. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
offer  an  amendment  providing  that  the  court  of 
inquiry  shall  be  composed  of  men  who  are  actu- 
ally in  the  service. 

Mr.  COX.  I  should  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  will  accept  of  that  amend- 
ment if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  desires  it. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Schenck]  the  other  day,  v/hen  I  opposed  the  im- 
mediate passage  of  the -bill,  thought  I  desired  a 
chance  to  make  a  speech  for  General  McClellan. 
I  assure  liim  that  that  was  not  my  intention  at  all, 
and  that  it  is  not  my  intention  now.  There  was 
no  necessity  for  it  then,  nor  is  there  any  now. 
All  that  I  have  said  or  desire  to  say  is  called  for 
by  the  bill  introduced  by  my  colleague,  which 
strikes  at  General  McClellan. 

It  would  be  enough  to  say,  as  an  objection  to 
this  bill,  that  it  will  have  the  effect  of  remitting 
General  McClellan  to  the  regular  Army  and  cut- 
ting off  liis  pay,  thus  forcing  him  to  resign  his  po- 
sition as  the  first  major  general.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, this  would  operate  as  a  stigma  upon 
him, and  would  have  a  disastrous  effect  upon  the 
espril  of  the  Army,  where  lie  has  thousands  and 
thousands  of  devoted  friends,  and  among  ihe  peo- 
ple too,  where  he  has  thousands  and  thousands 
of  ardent  admirers. 

A  measure  of  this  kind,  striking  at  the  military 
status  of  a  general  who  for  two  or  three  years  has 
given  all  hisstupendousenergies  to  the  cause  of  the 
Republic,  should  iiave  better  reasons  than  mere 
economy.  For  what  is  he  to  be  disgraced  .'  Is  it  for 
his  prompt  rescue  ofWesternVirginia,where  amid 
the  mountains  and  along  the  Kanawha,  with  many 
of  my  own  constituents  from  Ohit),  he  advanced 
the  banner  of  the  Union?  Is  it  for  his  humane  and 
orderly  march  into  those  disaffected  regions  which 
his  arms  preserved  from  the  rebels,  while  his  policy 
saved  it  from  disaffection  and  ravage.'  Is  it  for 
his  grand  system  of  strategy  whereby  he  directed 
successfully  the  operations  of  every  point  on  the 
Cumberland,  on  the  Tennessee,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, at  New  Orleans,  round  to  the  Carolinas, 
v/here  Eurnside  achieved  those  successes  which 
he  so  promptly  attributed  to  his  superior.'  Is  it 
for  thus  illuminating  the  "  whole  horizon"  with 
the  blaze  of  victory,  acliieved  upon  a  comprehen- 
sive plan,  whose  consummation  he  had  reserved 
for  his  own  army  of  the  Potomac'  Is  it  for  found- 
ing that  noble  army  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  Bull  Run 
disaster.'  Is  it  for  saving  that  army  by  his  unprece- 
dented and  miraculous  retreat  for  seven  days  and 
nights  after  the  "  Government"  had  failed  to  sus- 
tain him,  and  when  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources.' Is  it  for  rescuing  the  army  after  Generals 
Lincoln,  Pope,  and  Halleck  had  blundered  .'  Is  it 
because  hetook  the  army,  weary  and  wat),  footsore 
and  dispirited,  and  by  his  simple  presence  made  it 
heroic  and  clamorous  to  be  led  at  once  after  the  en- 
emy.'  Isitbecause  the  President  said  he  was  worth 
any  ten  generals,  if  all  were  compressed  into  one, 
when  it  became  necessary  to  save  the  archives,  the 
capital,  and  the  peisonnel  of  this  Administration? 
Is  it  because  twice  he  saved  this  national  capital, 
including  those  at  the  other  end  of  the' avenue 
who  have  done  their  utmost  to  traduce  and  dis- 
grace him?  Is  it  forall  these  services — now,  thanks 
to  his  own  truthful  report,  committed  to  history, 
and  over  which  recorded  honors  will  gather  for- 
ever? For  which  of  all  these  works  do  ye  pelt 
him  with  your  pitiful  persecutions  ?  Ah  I  no,  for 
none  of  these;  but  because,  forsooth,  he  would 
have  made  the  war  honorable  and  civilized;  not 
a  war  for  political  faction,  partisan  revenge,  or 
fanatical  hate,  but  a  war  "  to  enforce  the  equal 
operation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  p(.'0|)le  of  every  State;"  a  war  to  save  and 
not  to  destroy  the  Constitution  !  Because  he  dared 
to  write  to  hiM  Majesty  from  the  sacred  precincts 
of  Malvern  Hill,  in  the  agony  of  his  iioart  at  the 


failure  of  the  Government  to  aid  him,  and  to  plead 
with  its  agents  to  conduct  the  war  on  the  principles 
of  civilization  and  Christianity,  and  not  with  a 
view  to  emancipation,  subjugation,  and  extermin- 
ation ?  Oris  it  because,  now  that  he  has  been  re- 
tired, he  looms  up  as  the  idol  of  the  Army  and  the 
hope  of  the  peo[>le  ? 

1  know,  sir,  that  stigmas  are  cast  upon  General 
McClellan  all  over  the  country.  This  bill  may 
be  the  result  of  such  general  defamation.  I  know 
that  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war 
arrested  the  other  day.  under  our  authority  an 
inebriate,  because  it  was  said  that  he  could  testify 
that  General  McClellan  was  in  criminal  confer- 
ence with  General  Lee  during  the  Maryland  cam- 
paign, after  the  battle  of  Antietam.  This  was 
done  with  a  view  to  charge  General  McClellan 
with  plotting  treachery  to  his  Government.  I  be- 
lieve, however,  that  that  story,  so  infamous  and 
monstrous,  has  already  been  exploded.  It  was 
started  the  day  before  the  New  Hampshire  elec- 
tion, published  in  all  the  Republican  papers, and 
was  not  contradicted  by  them  until  after  the  elec- 
tion. Indeed,  it  was  not  denied  in  some  of  them 
here  until  this  morning, when  the  inebriate,  becom- 
ing sober,  was  about  to  reveal  the  plot  by  which 
lie  was  intrapped  into  the  clutches  of  these  de- 
famers.  What  a  diabolical  disposition  is  here 
revealed  !  How  ready  is  the  party  on  the  other 
side  to  clutch  and  circulate  any  foul  slander,  how- 
ever senseless  and  groundless,  because  they  fear 
and  hate  General  McClellan. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  hardly  necessary  and  scarcely 
proper  for  me  here  to  notice  such  calumnies,  but 
as  they  have  been  circulated  by  the  Administra- 
tion party  throughout  the  land,  their  correction 
should  have  as  extensive  a  circulation.  I  trust, 
Mr.  Speaker,  with  your  permission,  that  the  re- 
porters in  the  gallery  will  give  as  wide  a  circula- 
tion to  this  denial  as  was  given  to  the  slander 
which  was  started  under  the  auspices  of  some  of 
your  peculiar  friends. 

I  say  here  that  General  McClellan  has  never 
seen  General  Lee  since  1855;  that  he  has  never 
held  any  communication  with  him  in  writing  ex- 
cept in  reference  to  prisoners  and  wounded  men, 
which  communications  or  copies  were  at  once  sent 
to  the  War  Department.  During  the  Maryland 
campaign  he  never  heard  from  and  never  saw 
General  Lee  at  all,  or  any  of  his  officers.  This 
story  was  not  only  made  out  of  whole  cloth,  but 
shoddy  cloth  at  that.  I  will  not  help  to  give  cur- 
rency to  such  stories,  by  aiding  the  passage  of  a 
bill  like  this,  which  would  seem  to  be  predicated 
on  them.  This  bill  will  have  the  effect,  if  it  be 
passed,  of  giving  added  strength  to  this  system 
of  defamation.  It  will  naturally  be  asked  why 
Congress  should  displace  and  disgrace  a  soldier 
like  him  to  whom  I  have  referred.  Why  erase 
his  name  from  the  rollsof  the  Army,  unless  there 
is  something  wrong  in  his  conduct,  or  some  per- 
fidy in  his  character,  similar  to  that  implied  by 
the  imputations  to  which  I  have  referred?  Let 
us  be  careful  of  the  character  and  reputation  of 
men  who  have  served  the  country  so  zealously 
and  so  well,  even  though  their  political  opinions 
and  policy  may  not  please  those  who  are  now  in 
power. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  various  objections  that 
might  be  urged  against  this  bill,  which  a  military 
man  could  more  properly  judge  than  myself. 
There  is  a  sort  of  sensibility  among  military  men 
which  takes  alarm  at  any  attempt  to  place  them 
servilely  before  the  Executive.  This  bill  pro- 
poses to  do  this.  We  have  enough  of  this  cringing 
abjectncss  in  the  civil  service,  although  it  is  dis- 
avowed ihatthis  billoriginated  in  partisan  passion 
and  personal  rancor.  And  although  I  have  accept- 
ed that  disavowal,  yet  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  the  gallant  soldiers  of  the  Army,  in  spite  of 
such  disclaimers,  will  look  upon  it  in  that  light. 
An  honorable  body  like  thi&  should  repudiate  all 
such  sinister  appearances  by  repudiating  the  bill 
itself. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
intend  to  detain  the  House  long  in  the  discussion 
of  this  resolution,  nor  do  I  propose  at  the  present 
time  to  make  any  remarks  in  reply  to  those  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  in  regard  to  any 
one  oflhegeiKM-al  officers  to  be  affected  by  this  bill. 
As  was  very  well  said  by  tile  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  that  committee  did  not 
intend,  in  the  framing  of  this  resolution  and  in 
bringing  it  to  the  attention  of  the  House,  to  make 
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any  nssault  on  any  particular  general  officer.  It 
is  not  a  personal  thing.  The  people  find  a  large 
numljer  of  major  generals  and  brigadier  generals 
and  their  staff  officers  all  over  the  country  draw- 
ing their  pay  regularly  and  performing  no  duty. 
Tliey  are  found  in  almost  every  city  in  the  Union 
— major  generals,  brigadier  generals,  and  their 
staff  officers,  consisting  of  colonels,  lieutenant 
colonels,  majors,  captains,  &c.  The  people  very 
naturally  ask,  "Why  is  this?  Is  it  right  that  we 
should  be  taxed  to  support  these  officers  in  their 
retirement,  while  we  are  sending  out  our  sons  for 
thirteen  dollars  a  month  to  fight  the  battles  of  the 
country.""'  In  that  condition  of  things  Congress 
convenes.  Very  soon  after  the  assembling  of 
Congress,  on  the  14th  of  December,  I  think,  I  had 
the  honorof  submitting  a  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  unanimously,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  a  list  of  those  general  officers  thus  unem- 
ployed, the  amount  of  their  salary,  the  names  and 
•  numbers  of  their  staff  officers,  and  the  amount  of 
their  pay;  also  calling  on  him  for  a  list  of  those 
general  officers  who  were  employed  on  duties  not 
commensurate  with  their  rank. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  the  answer  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  that  resolution.  There  may  have  been, 
and  probably  have  been,  some  changes  made  since 
this  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  laid  before 
the  House.  I  think  some  of  the  officers  mentioned 
in  the  letter  have  been  ordered  to  duty.  Other 
officers  have  been  relieved  from  duty.  From  that 
letter  it  appears  that  there  were  on  the  11th  of  Jan- 
uary, when  the  Secretary  wrote  it,  fourteen  major 
generals  entirely  unemployed  and  eleven  briga- 
dier generals,  the  monthly  pay  of  themselves  and 
staff  officers  amounting  to  §12,233.  At  that  time 
the  following  officers  were  not  doing  any  duty:  of 
major  generals,  McClellan,  Fremont,  Rosecrans, 
Bucll,  iVIcClernand,  Wallace,  Milroy,  Oglesby, 
Crittenden,  IMcCook,  Sickles,  Hancock,  Hart- 
suff,  and  Ord.  Of  these  generals,  Oglesby,  Sickles, 
Hancock,  and  Hartsuff  had  been  wounded.  Ord 
was  sick  and  has  since  joined  his  corps.  Of  brig- 
adier generals  there  were  Andrew  Porter,  Gor- 
«  man,Abercrombie,T.  W.Sherman, Paul, Tower, 
Dow,  Arnold,  Roberts,  Meredith,  and  Barlow. 
JVIost  of  them  had  either  been  wounded  in  the 
service  or  were  sick.  Sherman  was  severely 
wounded  at  Port  Hudson,  Paul  at  Gettysburg, 
and  Tower  at  Bull  Run.  Dow  was  wounded  and 
a  prisoner  at  Richmond.  Arnold  was  sick.  Bar- 
low had  been  wounded  at  Gettysburg. 

It  also  appears  from  this  report  that  there  are 
no  less  than  eight  general  officers  in  command  of 
depots  of  drafted  men,  and  since  this  letter  was 
prepared  1  think  other  officers  have  been  assigned 
to  like  duties.  I  think  a  general  officer  has  re- 
cently been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  depot 
for  drafted  men  at  Springfield,  the  capital  of  my 
State,  although  we  have  not  a  drafted  man  in  the 
State,  and  never  have  had,  and  are  not  likely  to 
have.  There  is,  I  think,  another  general  officer 
in  a  similar  position  at  Indianapolis,  another  at 
New  York,  another  at  Portland,  Maine,  another 
at  New  Haven,  and  so  on.  Two  general  officers 
are  on  duly  at  the  War  Dc]3arlment  performing 
a  sort  of  staff  duty,  a  sort  of  clerkly  duty,  and  yet 
^  drawing  more  pay  than  any  Assistant  Secretary  in 
any  one  of  the  Departments  of  the  Government. 
Two  major  generals  are  on  the  retiring  board  or- 
ganized for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  retiring 
officers  of  the  regular  Army.  There  is  a  brigii- 
dier  general  on  duty,  I  think,  with  the  Governor 
of  a  State  as  a  sort  of  recruiting  superintendent 
for  that  State;  and  soon.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go 
over  the  entire  list,  but  there  are,  or  were  at  the 
time  this  letter  was  prepared,  thirty-nine  general 
officers  on  duties  not  commensurate  with  their 
rank,  members  of  various  boards,  on  courts-mar- 
tial, superintending  recruiting  service, command- 
ing depots  of  drafted  men,  and  so  scattered  over 
the  country,  drawing  the  pay  of  officers  com- 
manding brigades,  diri.'jions,  and  corjis  in  the  field, 
and  performing  duties  in  the  main  which  could  as 
well  be  performed  by  a  captain  or  a  lieutenant  as 
by  a  brigadier  or  major  general. 

Now,  sir,  the  question  is  simply  this:  whether, 
while  the  country  is  being  taxed  and  oppressed 
witii  ta.xcs  to  the  extrcmest  ))oint,  while  we  are 
passing  enrollment  laws  and  calling  on  the  peo|)lc 
for  a  draf(,  making  every  effort  and  exertion  to 
support  and  maintain  ourarmies  in  the  field,  while 
the  Treasury  is  groaning  under  tlic  drafts  unon  it 
to  pay  the  soldiers,  whose  pay  is  often  delayed 


two,  three,  and  four  months  from  the  time  it  is 
due,  weshallcontinue  longer  the  paymentof  these 
officers  who  are  rendering  no  equivalent  in  their 
services  to  the  country? 

The  answer  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Cox]  as  I  understand  him  is,  first,  that  to  drop  an 
officer  from  the  rolls  of  the  Army  disgraces  him. 
Now,  sir,  there  must  be  ahead  of  the  Army  some- 
where. The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
places  that  head  in  the  Chief  Executive,  and  makes 
the  Presidentof  the  United  States  the  Commander- 
in-Chief.  I  say  there  must  be  a  head,  there  must 
be  an  arbitrary  power  residing  somewhere  in  the 
Government  having  in  its  control  the  organization 
of  the  Army. 

Well,  sir,  the  President  has  relieved  these  men 
from  duty,  and  unless  Congress  assumes  the  right 
to  direct  the  management  of  the  Army  entirely, 
you  must  take  things  as  they  are,  and  trust  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  say  when  he  shall 
relieve  an  officer  from  duty. 

The  country  finds  these  men  relieved  from  duty, 
drawing  their  pay,  returning  to  the  Government 
no  adequate  equivalent,  rendering  no  service. 
Shall  we  continue  to  pay  them?  That  is  the  ques- 
tion. Whether  they  have  been  rightfully  or 
wrongfully  relieved  from  duty, shall  wecontinue 
to  pay  this  sum  from  year  to  year  while  they  are 
rendering  no  service  to  the  Government?  Why, 
sir,  the  President  made  those  men  generals.  They 
were  not  born  with  an  inherent  right  to  be  general 
officers.  Congress  never  passed  any  law  that  </iej/ 
should  be  general  officers.  I  do  not  understand 
that  General  McClellan  or  General  Fremont  has 
either  of  them  a  life  estate  in  a  generalcy.  I  do 
not  understand  that  the  doctrine  "  once  a  general 
always  a  general"  applies  to  this  class  of  men. 
The  President  made  them  generals,  and  when  he 
finds  them  deficient,  or  believes  them  to  be  so, 
he  must  have  the  power  to  unmake  them  or  to 
relieve  them  from  duty. 

Mr.  HERRICK.  Will  the  gentleman  say  that 
the  President  has  not  now  the  power  to  remove 
any  general  from  the  Army? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  President  has 
the  power  by  law  to  dismiss  any  officer  from  the 
Army  arbitrarily,  but  as  he  does  not  exercise  that 
power,  we  propose  in  this  case  to  punch  up  the 
President  a  little,  and  make  him  either  return  them 
to  duty  or  drop  them. 

Mr.  HERRICK.  You  want  to  rid  the  Presi- 
dentof the  responsibility,  and  to  put  it  upon  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  do  not  hear  the  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  HERRICK.  I  say  that  the  object  of  the 
proposition  is  to  relieve  the  President  of  respons- 
ibility, and  to  let  Congress  assume  it. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  If  the  President  does 
not  exercise  that  responsibility  in  conformity  with 
the  demands  of  the  people  of  the  country,  I  want 
Congress  to  direct  him  to  do  it. 

Now,  sir,  how  long  shall  these  men  continue  to 
draw  pay  and  do  no  duty? 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  say  that  the  President  has  the  power  now 
to  dismiss  from  the  Army  any  general  officer  that 
he  sees  fit,  and  that  he  ought  to  exercise  that 
power  whenever  he  deems  the  officer  not  compe- 
tent to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  position.  I  ask 
whether  the  only  effect  of  this  law  upon  the  pow- 
ers of  the  President  will  not  be,  where  we  have 
officers  incompetent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their 
offices,  to  relieve  them  from  command  for  the  space 
of  three  months,  when  they  necessarily  drop  from 
the  service  ? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Not  exactly.  This 
law  only  provides  that  officers  who  shall  not  have 
been  on  duty  within  three  months  from  the  1st 
day  of  April  next — the  original  bill  was  15th  day 
of  March — shall  be  dropped  from  the  roll  of  the 
Army.  It  is  not  a  continuing  law  that  every  offi- 
cer who  shall  be  absent  three  months  shall  be 
drop]ied. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Does  thegentleman  mean 
to  say  that  those  generals  who  have  been  relieved 
from  command  by  caprice,  and  not  because  they 
were  uii worthy  of  their  position,  arc  under  this 
bill  to  be  dropped  out  of  the  Army? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  mean  to  say  that 
every  general  officer  not  performing  duty  com- 
mensurate with  his  rank,  and  not  upon  duty 
within  three  months  from  the  1st  of  April,  shall 
be  dropped  from  the  Army. 


Mr.  PENDLETON.  Whether  for  cause  or 
not? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  A  section  in  the  bill 
provides  for  the  case  of  his  absence  occasioned 
by  sickness  or  wounds. 

The  bill  is  plain,  and  every  member  must  un- 
derstand it.  The  President  has  the  power  now 
arbitrarily  to  dismiss  any  officer.  I  think  he  is 
slow  in  exercising  that  power  in  some  instances. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  noti- 
fying the  House  that  that  body  had  concurred  in 
the  amendment  of  tlie  House  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  House  joint  resolution  No.  37,  to 
authorize'  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  antici- 
pate the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

UNEMPLOYED  GENERAL  OFFICERS — AGAIN. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Now,  sir,  it  is  proposed 
by  this  joint  resolution  simply  to  dispose  of  these 
cases  as  we  find  them.  It  disposes  of  the  general 
officers  who  are  running  around  the  country  and 
doing  no  duty.  I  wantsuch  officers  dropped  from 
the  rolls.  As  to  disgracing  an  officer,  I  have  only 
this  to  say:  you  do  not  add  much  to  the  disgrace 
of  an  officer  who  has  been  relieved  from  duty  six 
or  eight  months  and  has  been  drawing  pay  for 
that  time  by  dropping  him  and  stopping  his  pay. 
For  my  own  part,  I  regard  it  as  more  disgraceful 
for  an  able-bodied  man  with  two  stout  arms  wear- 
ing a  major  general's  shoulder-straps  to  draw  four 
or  five  hundred  dollars  a  month  from  the  Treas- 
ury without  doing  anything  in  this  crisis  of  the 
country  than  to  relinquish  his  pay  and  commis- 
sion. The  officer  who  will  draw  his  pay  when 
he  has  been  notified  by  the  Government  that  his 
services  are  not  wanted — that  they  can  be  dis- 
pensed with — disgraces  himself  more  than  by 
being  dropped  from  his  pay  and  emoluments. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Is  not  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  aware  that  to-day  one  third 
of  the  brigades  in  thefield  are  commanded  by  those 
whose  rank  is  not  above  that  of  a  colonel?  I  ask 
whether  it  is  not  incumbent  on  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  to  answer  why  this  is  the  case? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  It  is  the  case  that  a  very 
large  number  of  brigades  in  the  field — I  do  not 
know  whether  so  many  as  the  gentleman  states — 
have  been  commanded  by  colonels  for  more  than 
a  year.  Why?  Because  these  major  generals  and 
brigadier  generals  stand  in  the  way  of  their  promo- 
tion. These  officers  who  do  no  duty  prevent  these 
worthy  colonels  who  have  borne  the  heat  and  bur- 
den of  the  day  from  getting  promotion. 

Mr.  HERRICK.  Whydoesnotthe  President 
deprive  these  supernutTierary  generals  of  their 
commissions? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  That  is  a  question  the 
gentleman  had  better  ask  the  President. 

I  do  not  intend  to  make  any  personal  attack 
upon  any  one  of  these  general  officers.  I  do  not 
discuss  their  merits.  I  do  not  discuss  their  mili- 
tary ability  or  their  political  opinions.  This  res- 
olution drops  them  in  couples,  and  they  go  out, 
one  upon  one  side  and  one  upon  the  other  of  po- 
litical questions.  I  do  not  inquire  what  their  pol- 
itics are,  nor  have  I  inquired  what  are  the  politics 
of  many  of  them. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  to  say  that  he  thinks  it  a  dis- 
grace for  any  general  officer  to  hold  his  command 
after  lie  had  been  relieved  from  a  particular  ser- 
vice. Does  the  gentleman  mean  to  be  understood 
to  say  that  whenever  the  President  .sees  fit  to  re- 
lieve an  officer  from  a  particular  command  it  is 
expected  by  the  country  and  by  the  President 
that  he  shall  resign  his  office;  and  that  whenever 
he  is  relieved  from  any  particular  command  hois 
to  be  considered  in  the  eyes  of  the  coiintry  as  dis- 
graced by  the  President? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  was  replying  to  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox] 
who  said  that  the  dropping  of  these  officers  from 
theirposition,pay,and  emoluments  wasdisgrace- 
ful,  and  I  said  that  it  would  not  add  to  the  dis- 
grace of  an  officer  who  year  after  year  had  ren- 
dered no  service  to  the  country  but  still  draws  his 
pay. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  himself  has  been 
in  the  service,  and  knows  something  about  the 
customs  and  feelings  of  military  men,  and  I  ask 
him  if  a  general  is  relieved  from  active  service  in 
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the  field,  and  he  should  resign  his  place,  whether 
he  would  not  be  looked  upon  by  the  Army  and  the 
people  as  a  disgraced  man,  and  whether  he  would 
not  be  leaving  a  service  when  at  some  time  or  other, 
as  was  the  case  with  General  McClellan,  the  Ad- 
ministration might  want  him  again  for  some  very 
important  purpose? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  That  would  depend 
on  circumstances.  If  a  man  were  relieved  for 
some  disgraceful  act,  and  should  resign,  his  re- 
signing would  not  add  to  the  disgrace.  If  re- 
lieved temporarily,  1  do  not  consider  it  the  duty 
of  an  officer  the  moment  he  is  relieved  to  resign 
his  commission.  But  it  does  seem  to  me,  in  this 
crisis  of  our  affairs,  that  if  an  officer  finds  that 
his  services  are  not  wanted  by  the  Government 
for  more  than  twelve  months,  an  honorable  and 
high-minded  man  does  not  disgrace  himself  by 
relinquishing  his  pay  and  emoluments  by  resign- 
ing his  commission,  relinquishing  his  pay,  and 
going  to  work  in  some  capacity  where  his  ser- 
vices are  appreciated. 

Most  of  these  officers  were  appointed  from 
civil  life.  General  Fremont  was  recalled  from 
Europe  to  take  the  appointment  of  a  major  gen- 
eral. General  McClellan  was  appointed  from 
civil  life;  I  think  he  was  engaged  in  civil  engi- 
neering in  the  State  of  Ohio  at  the  time  he  received 
his  first  commission.  So  it  is  with  most  of  these 
officers.  Those  gentlemen  liave  the  same  capa- 
city to  enter  civil  life  that  they  had  before,  and 
the  country  wants  their  services  in  their  former 
capacity  as  much  as  it  did  then.  They  certainly 
ought  not  to  consider  themselves  as  pensioners 
on  the  bounty  of  the  Government  because  they 
have  been  once  commissioned.  If  that  were  so, 
of  course  the  doctrine  would  obtain  here  that  once 
a  general  always  a  general,  and,  by  the  same 
process  of  reasoning,  once  a  member  of  Congress 
always  a  member  of  Congress,  and  so  with  all 
other  officials. 

When  the  people  say  to  these  men  their  ser- 
vices are  not  needed  any  more,  and  they  are  re- 
lieved from  duty,  why  should  this  Government 
be  called  upon  to  continue  their  pay  month  after 
month  and  year  after  year,  any  more  than  they 
should  pay  the  employes  around  this  Capitol  after 
they  are  discharged.'  When  this  Capitol  is  fin- 
ished, and  before  it  is  finished,  I  expect  many 
stone-masons  at  work  upon  it  will  be  discharged, 
and  shall  we  continue  to  pay  those  mechanics 
month  after  month  and  year  after  year  because 
they  were  once  employed  by  the  Government? 
When  clerks  employed  in  the  Departments  are 
discharged,  do  you  continue  their  pay?  Not  at 
all.  Do  you  not  upon  everychange  of  Adminis- 
tration turn  out  vast  numbers  of  officials  and  put 
in  others, and  does  not  their  pay  then  cease?  Yes. 
Does  not  a  man  who  hires  another,  either  profes- 
sionally or  as  a  laborer,  discharge  him  when  he 
gets  through  with  his  services,  and  cease  to  pay 
hinv  wages?    Yes. 

I  ask,  then,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  why 
it  is  that  a  man,  because  he  has  two  stars  on  his 
shoulders,  is  to  be  placed  upon  a  better  footing 
in  regard  to  his  salary  and  hisright  to  draw  money 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  than  any 
other  employe  or  official  of  the  Government? 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  As  a  matter 
of  course  I  have  a  disposition  to  agree  with  the 
gentleman  as  far  as  i  can,  and,  in  orderto  under- 
stand his  precise  position,  I  thought  proper  to 
ask  him  one  or  two  questions.  1  now  propose 
to  ask  him  another.  I  desire  to  know  whether 
he  wishes  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  when, 
for  instance.  General  McClellan  reached  Alexan- 
dria, from  Harrison's  Landing,  and  was  super- 
seded by  Pope,  prior  to  the  battle  of  Antietam,it 
was  incumbent  upon  General  McClellan  to  resign 
because  of  that  supersedure? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  have  already  said 
that  I  decline  to  enter  into  a  personal  discussion 
of  the  merits  of  these  several  officers,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  measure  does  not  require  it. 
When  the  general  referred  to  by  my  friend  over 
the  way  becomes  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
we  may  then  discuss  his  merits. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  That  has 
nothing  to  do  with  my  interrogatory,  which  goes 
to  the  point  of  the  gentleman's  argument.  I  sim- 
ply made  use  of  the  name  of  General  McClellan 
in  order  to  give  my  idea  a  pointed  direction. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  At  present  we  have 
only  to  deal  with  the  subject  as  we  find  it,  and  I 


think  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  deal  v/ith 
major  generals  and  brigadier  generals  just  as  we 
would  deal  with  subordinate  officers. 

When  subordinate  officers  are  relieved  from 
duty  they  are  dismissed  and  sent  home.  A  col- 
onel, a  captain,  a  lieutenant,  sometimes  for  very 
slight  cause,  has  his  shoulder-straps  taken  from 
him  and  is  sent  home.  You  discharge  your  com- 
mon soldier  and  send  him  home  without  a  pension 
unless  he  has  been  disabled  in  the  service.  A 
general  officer,  like  a  private,  is  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion when  disabled.  But  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  treat  general  officers  who  are  render- 
ing no  service  to  the  Government  in  the  same 
manner  in  which  they  treat  employes  in  other  de- 
partments of  the  Government.  Why  should  we 
pay  men  money  who  render  no  equivalent  there- 
for, and  many  of  whom  will  render  no  more  ser- 
vice in  the  field,  in  all  probability,  during  the  ex- 
istence of  this  war?  The  question  simply  is,  shall 
we  continue  to  pay  them  fordoing  nothing?  and 
that  is  all  there  is  of  it.  We  have  provided  by 
law  for  the  consolidating  of  skeleton  regiments 
and  mustering  out  supernumerary  officers,  and 
it  is  often  done.  Field  and  line  officers  are  thus 
discharged,  and  their  pay  ceases,  and  that  too  for 
no  shadow  of  fault  of  theirs. 

So,  too,  we  retire  officers  of  the  Army  who  have 
served  their  country  faithfully  forty-five  years, 
and  for  no  other  fault,  and  cut  oflfhalf  their  pay. 

Mr.  KERNAN  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  COX.  With  the  permission  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  I  would  like  to  explain  the 
last  clause  of  my  amendment,  which  provides  that 
no  man  shall  be  dropped  from  the  service  who 
has  received  the  thanks  of  Congress.  I  under- 
stand that  it  has  been  the  uniform  custom  of  the 
Navy  Department  in  no  case  to  retire  any  officer, 
for  any  cause  whatever,  who  has_  received  the 
thanks  of  Congress.  There  is  a  law  to  that  effect. 
So  I  am  informed  by  my  friend  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Thomas. J 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  knows  very  well  that  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress are  rather  cheap  nowadays.  I  think  we 
have  thanked  almosteverybody  who  has  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  Army,  and  if  the  doctrine  is 
to  prevail  that  every  man  who  has  been  thanked 
by  Congress  for  some  imaginary  good  that  he  has 
done  is  to  be  a  perpetual  office-holder,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  time  the  country  should  know  it. 
I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  proposes  to  con- 
tinue in  office  perpetually  every  man  wlio  has  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  Congress? 

Mr.  COX.  I  only  referred  to  that  to  show 
whathas  been  the  custom  and  the  law, and  I  think 
courtesy  requires  that  we  should  conform  to  it. 
I  know  that  this  thing  of  tendering  the  thanks  of 
Congress  has  been  cheapened  lately,  not,  how- 
ever, by  our  side  of  the  Flouse.  But  where  a  gen- 
eral has  received  the  thanks  of  Congress  solemnly 
andafter  investigation  by  the  Military  Committee 
it  is  entitled  to  some  consideration;  as  much  witli 
reference  to  the  Army  as  to  the  Navy. 

I  wish  to  repeat  again  that  General  McClellan 
asks  no  favor  of  this  sort  from  anybody  in  power. 
If  you  rule  him  out,  he  will  go  out  without  re- 
gard to  consequences. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Thegentleman knows 
very  well  that  it  is  the  custom  of  Congress,  when 
they  thank  a  commanding  general,  to  thank  also 
all  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command. 
Does  he  wish  to  include  all  the  officers  and  men 
who  have  been  und^»»General  McClellan 's  com- 
mand ? 

Mr.  COX.  If  they  are  worthy  of  it  I  would 
keep  them  all  in. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  You  would  keep  them 
all  in  ? 

Mr.  COX.  Yes,  if  they  are  worthy.  I  would 
rather  have  kept  the  gentleman  in  the  Army  than 
have  had  him  here  in  Congress.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  in  favor 
of  relieving  the  Treasury  and  the  Army  fromoffi- 
4irs  who  are  unfit  to  render  service  in  the  rank 
which  they  fill.  But  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  resolution  introduced  by  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  also  to  the 
substitute  which  I  have  offered,  with  a  view  of 
effecting  this  object.  The  resolution  provides  that 
all  major  generals  and  brigadiergenerals  who  shall 
on  the  1st  of  April  next  not  be  in  service,  and 
who  shall  not  have  been  during  the  three  months 
prior  thereto ,  shall  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the 


Army.  Thus  we  take  a  class  of  men  who  are  in 
that  category  without  any  wish  on  their  part  to  be 
there,  who  are  placed  there  by  the  act  of  the  Pres- 
ident, and  we  declare  that  they  shall  be  dropped 
from  the  rolls.  The  substitute  which  I  offer  dif- 
fers from  the  original  in  one  particular  only.  I 
have  copied  the  original  proposition  entirely,  ex- 
cept thatinstead  of  dropping  all  the  men  who  hap- 
pen to  be  in  that  position ,  I  provide  that  the  Pres- 
ident shall  appoint  a  competent  board  of  military 
officers,  who  shall  examine  carefully  into  the  effi- 
ciency and  the  capability  of  all  the  men  described 
in  the  resolution,  to  wit,  all  who  are  not  inactive 
service  on  the  Ist  of  April,  1864,  and  who  have 
not  been  for  three  months  prior  to  that  date,  and 
shall  report  to  the  President  who  are  competent, 
efficient,  and  fit  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  re- 
spective ranks,  and  who  are  not.  I  appeal  to  this 
House  as  to  v/hich  is  the  proper  remedy  for  the 
evil.  If  there  be,  as  I  doubt  not  there  are,  some 
among  these  brigadier  generals  and  major  gener- 
als utterly  incompetent  to  fill  the  places,  and  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  be,  as  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  frankly  admit- 
ted, others  who,  he  believes  and  we  all  believe, 
are  meritorious  officers  fit  for  the  place,  shall  we, 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  legislate  the  meritorious 
and  the  worthless,  the  worthy  and  the  unworthy 
alike,  out  of  place?  Should  we  not  rather  appoint 
a  competent  board,  and  allow  those  officers  whom 
the  President  has  omitted  to  assign  to  service  cor- 
responding with  their  rank  to  go  before  it,  let  that 
board  examine  as  to  their  qualifications  for  ser- 
vice and  report  to  the  President,  and,  if  he  ap- 
prove, let  those  who  are  reported  to  be  unfit  be  dis- 
missed, and  those  who  are  reported  to  be  fit  and 
valuable  for  the  service  of  the  country  be  retained 
and  assigned  to  duty? 

I  doubt  not  there  are  political,  not  fighting,  gen- 
erals among  them.  And  who  appointed  them,  and 
why  were  they  appointed?  They  were  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  very  many 
of  them  under  political  pressure.  They  were  ap- 
pointed for  their  political  opinions  and  their  polit- 
ical services.  They  were,  many  of  them,  men 
who  never  did  and  never  will  do  valuable  ser- 
vice in  the  Army.  A  colonel  from  the  district  I 
represent,  among  the  first  who  marched  a  regi- 
ment of  volunteers  to  the  relief  of  this  capital, 
who  served  faithfully  and  gallantly  all  through 
the  campaign  of  the  Peninsula,  and  the  succeed- 
ing one  in  Maryland,  who  for  much  of  the  time 
commanded  a  brigade,  could  not  get  the  appoint- 
raentof  brigadiergeneral,  although  recommended 
for  the  position  time  and  again  by  his  command- 
ing general;  but  a  gentleman  from  New  York, 
recently  appointed  to  the  bench  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  others  like  him,  who  never  faced  the  en- 
emy, could  be  appointed  to  reward  them  for  polit- 
ical services.  1  am  in  favor  of  dismissing  that 
class  of  generals  who,  no  matter  by  what  influ- 
ence appointed,  are  unfit  for  the  position,  and 
hinder  the  promotion  of  deserving  men;  but  it  is 
but  just,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  giving  to  all,  whether 
I  believe  them  fit  or  not,  a  fair  hearing  before 
they  are  dismissed.  Let  a  board  of  officers  be 
appointed;  let  them  examine  into  each  case,  and 
report  to  the  President  the  names  of  those  who 
are  unfit,  and  they  will  be  dismissed.  The  Treas- 
ury should  be  relieved  from  the  burden  of  thesa 
political  generals,  one  of  whom  made  swagger- 
ing speeches  about  coming  home  to  crush  politi- 
cal opponents  in  the  North  after  he  had  crushed 
the  rebellion;  but  when  the  rebels  moved  upon 
him  at  Winchester,  so  far  from  crushing,  he  did 
not  even  make  a  manly  show  of  resisting,  but 
fled  into  Pennsylvania. 

I  therefore  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  Farnsworth.]  He  need  not  appeal 
to  me  to  stand  by  him  in  favor  of  relieving  tha 
Treasury  and  the  Army  from  those  unfit  and  un- 
worthy men  who  are  pensioned  upon  it.  But  I 
would  give  to  every  man,  whether  I  think  well 
or  ill  of  him,  an  opportunity  to  go  before  a  com- 
petent tribunal  to  be  examined,  so  that  we  may 
nave  a  reason  for  dropping  him  if  we  do  drop 
him,  and  a  reason  for  retaining  him  if  we  do  re- 
tain him. 

Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  qualifications  of  any  particular  individual.  I 
desire  to  look  at  this  as  a  practical  question,  taking 
things  as  we  find  them.  I  am  in  favor  of  having 
every  one  of  these  officers  to  whom  this  resolu- 
tion applies  tried  by  a  competent  tribunal.     Let 
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thnt  trilninni  report  their  opinion  to  the  President, 
and  if  they  report  an  officer  ns  unfit  for  a  eomiruuul 
commensuinte  with  his  rank  he  is  to  Ijc  dr(ip|it:d 
from  the  rolls  of  the  Anny  aecording  to  the  sub- 
stitute I  have  oflered  as  certainly  and  efl'ectually 
as  by  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  Comniitlee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

The  responsibility  of  deposing  these  generals 
does  not  belong  to  and  ought  not  to  be  assumed 
by  Congress.  Gentlemen  who  advocate  the  adop- 
tion of  the  original  resolution  concede  that  the 
President  has  had  the  power  to  dismiss  them  if 
they  were  incompetent,  and  it  was  and  is  his  duty 
to  do  so  if  the  good  of  the  country  required  it. 
His  friends  should  not  ask  Congress  to  relieve 
him  from  the  performance  of  this  duty  by  legis- 
lating them  out  of  office,  the  meritorious  and  the 
worthless,  without  distinction.  If  the  idea  is  that 
by  this  mode  of  procedure  he  is  relieved  from  tlie 
responsibility,  and  this  body  can  do  it  by  a  vote 
without  any  individual  being  responsible,  it  is  a 
disreputable  mode  of  effecting  the  object.  If  the 
officers  aimed  at  or  any  of  them  are  unfit  for  the 
rank  they  hold,  the  welfare  of  the  country  requires 
they  should  be  dismissed,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  President  to  dismiss  them  at  once;  and  if  he 
has  not  the  courage  to  perform  his  duty  I  will  give 
him  a  board  of  officers  to  aid  him  in  determining 
who  are  unfit  to  be  retained;  but  I  will  not  con- 
sent that  Congress  shall  relieve  him  of  his  re- 
sponsibility by  voting  them  out  of  office  without 
knowing  or  having  the  means  of  judging  who  is 
meritorious  and  who  worthless.  I,  for  one,  will 
not  be  a  parly  to  legislating  an  entire  chiss  of  of- 
ficers out  of  the  Army  to  relieve  the  President 
from  the  duty  of  dismissing  those  of  them  who 
are  not  fit  to  be  intrusted  with  the  duties  of  their 
rank,  or  from  the  responsibility  of  retaining  men 
in  position  and  underpay  who  are  not  serviceable 
to  the  country. 

Again ,  si  r,  the  proposition  of  the  committee  is,  in 
my  judgment,  most  unwise.  A  class  of  general 
officers  by  it — without  charges  against  them, with- 
out an  opportunity  to  them  of  being  heard  as  to 
why  they  are  not  inactive  service,  why  the  Pres- 
ident has  not  assigned  them  to  commands — arc 
to  be  legislated  out  of  the  Army.  It  looks  most 
unjust  and  unfair  toward  them;  and  they  and  their 
friends  will  justly  feel  that  they  have  been  unfairly 
treated.  Two  of  the  generals  who  by  this  reso- 
lution, if  adopted,  would  be  dismissed  from  the 
Army  are  General  McClellan  and  General  Fre- 
mont.. They  have  been  named  in  this  debate. 
Each  of  these  generals  has  friends  and  admirers 
in  the  Army  and  throughout  the  country,  and  I 
submit  to  those,  even,  who  may  not  think  highly 
of  General  Fremont  as  a  commander,  whether  it 
is  a  wise  measure  for  the  country,  whether  it  will 
have  a  good  effect  upon  the  soldiers  in  the  Army 
who  may  be  attached  to  him,  for  Congress  by 
law  to  strip  him  of  his  rank  and  dismiss  himfrom 
the  Army,  and  that,  too,  without  his  having  any 
hearing  or  trial  by  any  tribunal.' 

What  effect  upon  the  Army  and  the  country 
will  such  a  proceeding  against  General  McClellan 
linve  ?  The  effect  of  dismissing  him  from  the  ser- 
vice without  there  being  charges  inade  against 
him  or  a  hearing  accorded  to  fiim,  upon  the  sol- 
diers who  have  followed  and  fought  under  him 
upon  inanya  bloody  field,  whose  faith  in  and  love 
for  him  arc  unshaken  by  the  detraction  which  a 
partisan,  unscrupulous  press  has  hurled  against 
him  for  months,  may  be  inferred  from  the  cheers 
which  ari.se  from  them  whenever  and  wherever 
they  hear  his  name  mentioned.  This  proposition 
of  the  committee,  if  adopted,  will  impress  upon 
tl)c  minds  of  a  large  body  of  soldier.s,  and  ujion 
u  large  portion  of  the  comniunily,  the  conviction 
that  from  political  prejudice  and  jealousy  you  have 
dealt  unjustly  with  one  who  has  deserved  well  of 
lii.'^conntry,  and  who  is  both  able  and  willing  to 
serve  her  faithfully  and  effectually  in  these  times 
of  trial  and  of  danger  if  he  be  granted  but  an  op- 
portunity to  do  .so.  Therefore,  for  the  sake  of 
the  country,  if  not  injustice  to  Grnfriii  McClel- 
lan, I  submit  that  this  resolution  should  not  be 
passed,  by  which  he  would  be  summarily  dis- 
niissed  from  the  sevvicc.  It  ia  the  grossest  in- 
justice. 

Lei  the  qualifications  of  McCh.'Ilan,  Fremont, 
and  every  other  officer  aimed  at  by  the  resolution, 
ije  examined  into  by  a  competent  board,  not  of 
jjurti-san  politicians,  but  of  Army  officers;  and  if, 
in  the  oi)inioii  of  such  board,  they  are  unfit  for 


command,  let  them  be  dismissed — let  them  no 

longer  draw  pay — but  do  not  decapitate  them, 
wiihout  hearing  or  examination,  by  resolution  of 
Congress,  This  is  unprecedented ;  especially  is 
it  an  extraordinary  proceeding  when  the  Presi- 
dent, as  Commander-in-Chief,  has  the  power  to 
dismiss  them,  and  his  political  friends  are  in  the 
majority  in  Congress.  I  would  deplore  the  evils 
which  such  an  act  would  bring  upon  the  armies 
of  the  country.  To  dismiss  in  this  summary  way 
officers  who  have  friends  throughout  the  country 
and  in  the  Army  who  believe  they  are  competent, 
who  have  friends  among  their  brother  officers  who 
so  believe,  would  be  regarded  not  only  as  an  act 
of  injustice,  but  as  one  insulting  to  them  as  sol- 
diers. 

Upon  this  ground  alone,  then,  it  seems  to  me 
gentlemen  ought  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  substitute 
which  I  have  offered,  and  against  the  original  prop- 
osition as  reported  by  the  committee.  Thesubsti- 
tute  will  relieve  the  Treasury  of  the  burden  of  the 
payment  of  unworthy  and  incompetent  officers. 
Every  man  affected  by  the  original  resolution 
would  go  before  the  board  created  by  the  substi- 
tute; and  his  fitness  for  command  will  be  exam- 
ined into  by  officers  to  be  selected  by  the  Presi- 
dent, who  now  allows  these  men  to  remain  idle. 
If  they  are  found  fit  and  competent,  then  they 
ought  not  to  be  dropped,  for  we  need  all  the  able 
officers  that  we  have  in  the  country,  or  we  may 
soon  need  them. 

Thegentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Farnswotith] 
said  that  it  was  disgraceful  for  an  officer  relieved 
from  command  to  draw  his  pay  and  emoluments. 
Does  he  think  that  the  officer  whom  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief has  seen  fit  to  relieve,  but  whom 
he  has  notdismissed,  having  the  rightand  it  being 
his  duty  to  dismiss  him  if  he  is  unfit;  does  he  think 
because  he  lias  been  relieved  that  it  would  be 
creditable  for  such  officer  to  resign  in  a  pet  and 
say  that  he  would  no  longer  serve  the  country.' 
If  there  be  disgrace  in  reference  to  the  non-em- 
ployment of  officers  who  are  really  fit,  it  rests 
upon  some  other  department  and  upon  some  other 
officer  than  the  man  who  says,  "  I  am  ready  to 
peril  my  life.  I  stand  ready  to  endure  the  dangers 
of  warm  the  service  of  my  country.  I  am  anxious 
to  do  it,  and  whenever  I  am  called  upon  1  am  will- 
ing to  do  it."  No  disgrace  rests  upon  the  soldier 
who,  having  done  his  duly  faithfully  in  the  field, 
and  whom  the  Commander-in-Chief  does  not  dis- 
miss for  incompetency  when  he  has  the  power  to 
do  so,  who  when  relieved,  to  use  the  language  of 
a  rough  man  in  my  country,  stands  ready  "to 
draw,  whenever  they  hitch  him  up,  for  the  good 
of  his  country." 

Sir,  I  cannot  believe  that  any  body  of  legisla- 
tors, taking  the  facts  just  as  they  are  said  to  be, 
having  one  class  of  officers  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed, some  of  whom  caii  do  no  good,  and  others 
are  fit  for  and  worthy  of  the  atations  to  which 
they  have  been  promoted — I  cannot  believe  that 
any  legislative  body ,  that  this  House,  will  say  by 
act  of  Congress  that  we  will  drop  them  all,  that 
we  will  drop  the  able,  fit,  brave,  deserving  officers 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  the  officios  who 
are  not  fit  for  the  position  which  they  hold.  Lot 
us  meet  the  question  like  just  men,  not  afraid  to 
do  our  duty.  Let  us  say  that  we  will  relieve  the 
Treasury  from  every  man  not  fit  for  the  place  he 
holds,  and  that  we  will  give  him  a  hearing  before 
we  do  so,  and  that  we  will  not  dismiss,  or  "  drop," 
to  use  the  language  of  the  resolution,  from  the  ser- 
viceof  theUnited  Statesany  mficer  who  is  able  and 
willing  and  also  stands  ready  to  assume  every 
resjionsibility  that  devolves  upon  liim. 
GOLD  BILL — AOAIN. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  ask  thegentleman  from  New 
York  to  yi(!l(l  to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  KliRNAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  record  my  vote  on  the  gold  bill. 

I'here  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  ROGERS.     I  voted  in  tlie  negative.         ^ 

Mr.  CHANLER.  1  ask  the  same  privilege. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  must  object.  Idonotknow 
where  this  ihiiig  isgoing  to  end. 

Mr.  CIIANLICR.  itdorsnoi  affect  the  result. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  nuistobject. 

XJN'IO.MIT.OYKD  OFiaCKIlS — AGAIN. 

Mr.  KI'.11NAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  be  par- 
doned for  again  asking  every  man  in  the  House 
whether  he  docs  not  think  it  will  be  detrimental 


to  the  country,  detrimental  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  proper  spirit  in  our  Army,  or  parts  of  it,  to 
have  it  said  that  this  House  legislated  General 
Fremont  out  of  office?  Will  not  those  who  have 
followed  and  have  faith  in  him  feel  thnt  it  is  a 
cowardly  stab  at  him  and  his  friends?  They  will 
say  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who 
appointed  him  a*id  knows  all  about  him,  has  the 
power  to  dismiss  him ,  with  cause  or  without  cause, 
and  that  he  has  not  done  it,  but  that  Congress  has 
come  in  and  legislated  him  out  of  office  without 
assigning  a  single  reason. 

Take  another  general  to  be  affected.  What 
effect  will  it  have  upon  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 
which  has  firm  faith  in  and  affection  for  its  old 
leader?  What  effect  will  it  have  upon  his  friends 
throughout  the  country?  It  will  be  said  that  he 
was  voted  out  because  the  President  has  not  seen 
fit  to  employ  him,  although  brave  and  competent 
and  ready  to  respond  to  any  duty.  The  naked 
injustice  of  such  a  proposition  is  apparent  to  all. 
We  propose  to  strike  down  wiihout  cause  the  man 
who  saved  this  nation  at  Antietam. 

That  officer  came  to  a  disorganized  though 
brave  army,  a  beaten  army  which  had  been  driven 
back  upon  the  capital,  when  the  tide  of  war  was 
rolling  onward  toward  the  northern  States.  He 
had  then  been  relieved  of  command,  was  idle  just 
as  he  is  now,  but  he  promptly  came  at  the  call 
of  the  country,  and  that  army  gathered  around 
him  and  had  faith  in  him  that  he  would  lead  them 
to  meet  victoriously  the  enemy  which  had  just 
driven  them  under  General  Pope  through  Vir- 
ginia toward  the  capital.  They  did  gather  around 
him  and  under  him,  did  fight  a  battle  and  gain  a 
victory  which  should  never  be  forgotten  by  the 
man  who  loves  the  Constitution  and  hopes  this 
Government  of  ours  will  be  upheld. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  yield  to  me  a  moment,  that  I  may  make 
a  special  report  from  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred  the  resolution  relating  to  Gales  and  Sea- 
ton. 

Mr.  KERNAN.     I  will  yield. 

The  SPEAKER.  Though  this  committee  have 
leave  to  report  at  any  time,  they  cannot  report  ex- 
cept'by  unanimous  consent  when  the  House  ia 
engaged  upon  any  other  question. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.     Then  I  object. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  was  willing  to  yield ;  but  as 
objection  is  made,  I  will  resume.  I  will  occupy 
but  a  few  moments  more. 

What  faith  will  the  soldiers  and  officers  we  are 
now  calling  into  the  field  have  in  the  gratitude  of 
Congress  and  the  country  when  they  find  that  the 
President,  through  prejudice,  through  pressure, 
through  importunities  which  politicians  are  ever 
pressing.upon  a  man  in  his  position,  has  relieved 
an  accomplished  and  patriotic  general  from  com- 
mand; and  then  Congress,  under  the  plea  that  he 
is  unemployed,  (no  other  suggestion  is  here  made 
against  him,)  unemployed  when  all  know  he  is 
ready  and  willing  to  serve,  legislates  him  out  of 
the  Army  ? 

I  trust  and  hope  thatgcntlemen  will  believe  that 
in  opposing  this  resolution  I  have  not  been  influ- 
enced by  partisan  feelings.  It  seems  to  me  this 
resolution  is  unwise,  unprecedented,  and  unjust, 
and  therefore  it  should  not  be  adopted.  Forthe 
sake  of  our  own  body,  for  the  sake  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  sake  of  our  country,  I  submit 
that  we  should  reject  the  resolution  proposed  and 
adopt  the, substitute,  which  provides  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  aboard  which  will  relieve  the  Treas- 
ury, and  which  will  take  from  the  service  incom- 
petent men,  and  at  the  same  time  lea  vein  the  service 
of  the  country  men  upon  whom  we  may  very  soon 
have  to  call  to  aid  in  the  fearful  struggle  which 
is  going  on  in  our  country,  and  which  threatens 
its  destruction. 

Mr.  GARFIELD  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Will  the  gentleman  give  way 
and  allow  me  to  make  a  motion  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  this  matter  for  a  little 
while?  It  is  evident  we  cannot  get  through  with 
it  to-night. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  only  desire  to  make  a 
very  few  remarks. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  think  we  had  better  post- 
pone it. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  am  willing;  to  postpone 
the  (|uesiion  if  the  gentleman  desires  it;  but  I 
have  so  few  remarks  to  make,  1  think  it  best  to 
present  them  to-night. 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I  always  listen  with  profound 
respect  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New- 
York,  [Mr.  Kernan,]  and  1  have  listened  very 
attentively  to  all  he  has  said  to-day.  I  listened 
to  him  with  more  interest  from  the  fact  that  the 
very  troubles  which  have  suggested  themselves 
to  his  mind  have  greatly  embarrassed  me  in  my 
reflections  on  this  measure.  I  have  been  in  great 
doubt  as  to  what  course  would  be  just  to  the 
Government,  just  to  the  Army,  and, as  nearly  as 
possible,  just  to  all  concerned.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  same  feeling  led  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Kernan]  to  propose  the  amendment 
which  he  has  just  advocated. 

But  I  wish  to  say  to  him  and  to  the  House  that 
the  substitute  he  proposes  does  not  at  all  help  us 
out  of  our  difficulty.  I  will  preface  my  remarks 
by  stating  briefly  the  precise  issue  before  us, and 
leave  to  further  developments  the  determination 
of  the  course  we  ought  to  take.  I  think  every 
gentleman  here  will  admit  that  we  ought  by  some 
means  to  provide  for  lifting  from  the  Treasury 
the  burden  of  paying  the  amount  of  money  w  hich 
is  now  paidto  officers  who  are  rendering  no  equiv- 
alent. Dare  we  continue  to  take  "from  the  over- 
burdened Treasury  the  large  amount  which  is  now 
being  paid  monthly  to  those  forty  generals  and 
their  numerous  staff's,  when  we  are  borrowing 
$2,000,000  per  day  to  meet  the  current  wants  of 
the  Government.'' 

But  even  this  is  not  the  strongest  argument. 
It  is  a  matter  of  simple,  sheer  justice  to  officers 
in  the  field  that  the  road  to  their  well-earned  pro- 
motion shall  not  be  blocked  up  by  men  who  are 
doing  no  duty.  These  men  are  bearing  the  bur- 
dens, are  commanding-  brigades,  divisions,  and 
corps,  with  a' rank  inferior  to  their  grade  of  duty, 
and  it  is  their  right  that  the  road  to  promotion 
shall  be  open  before  them,  so  far  as  it  is  possible 
to  do  it  with  justness  and  fairness  to  others. 
Now  we  have  nearly  forty  general  officers  unem- 
ployed, lying  at  the  head  of  the  stairs  and  block- 
ing up  the  passage,  so  that  no  man,  however  wor- 
thy or  valiant,  can  be  advanced.  The  Army 
Register  is  full;  the  pay-rolls  are  full;  but  the 
saddles  of  forty  generals  are  empty,  and  their 
troops  are  commanded  by  officers  who  enjoy 
neither  the  rank  nor  pay  which  belongs  to  the  ser- 
vice they  render.  No  man  can  deny  that  this  is 
a  grievous  evil. 

Mr.  COX.  I  want  to  know  of  my  colleague, 
who  is  experienced  in  these  matters,  whether  the 
fault  does  not  lie  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  has  power  to  dislodge  these  men? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  am  just  coming  to  that 
point.  Thus  far  I  have  been  stating  what  the 
trouble  is  and  not  its  cause. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  like  to  hear  my  colleague 
on  the  point  I  suggested. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  am  very  willing  that  my 
colleague  shall  hear  me.  I  have  no  personal  or 
partisan  wishes  to  gratify  in  this  matter.  It  has 
cost  me  a  severer  struggle  to  bring  my  mind  up 
to  the  support  of  any  measure  to  drop  officers  from 
the  rolls  of  the  Army  than  anything  I  have  acted 
on  or  considered  since  I  have  been  a  member  of 
this  House.  But  this  difficulty  does  exist,  and  I 
ask  this  body,  how  are  we  to  get  over  it? 

My  colleague  asks  by  whose  authority  these 
men  are  now  doing  no  duty,  and  that  is  a  very 
fair  question.  I  will  say  here,  once  for  all,  that 
it  is  not  my  theory  of  political  friendship  and  the 
support  of  my  party  and  its  leaders  that  I  should 
neglect  to  do  justice  even  though  it  hurt  party 
and  leaders  and  friends.  1  believe  the  truthful 
course  is  the  best.  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  declar- 
ing here  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  his  military  advisers  are  responsible  for  these 
men  lynig  idle  where  they  are.  The  responsibil- 
ity IS  there,  and  it  ought  to  be  there.  There  is  no 
other  place  where  it  can  rest.  Congress  docs  not 
command  the  Army;  Congress  cannot  properly 
direct  the  movement  of  brigades;  Congress  can- 
not properly  assign  a  general,  or  a  colonel,  or  a 
captain,  or  a  lieutenant,  or  a  sergeant  to  any  duty. 
Congress  cannot  properly  post  a  picket  or  regu- 
late n  skirmish  line.   That  business  is  in  the  hand.s 
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ofthe  Commander-in-Chiefof  theArmynnd  those 
under  his  command;  and  if  there  be  officers  em- 
ployed or  unemployed  in  the  military  service,  it 
is  because  they  are  employed  or  unemployed  un- 
der the  orders  ofthe  President. 

What  then  can  Congress  do  ?  It  cannot  justly 
in  my  judgment  say  to  the  President,"  You  must 
assign  this  general  to  duty,  or  relieve  that  gen- 
eral;" ithas  no  right  to  interfere  in  such  matters. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Will  the  gentleman  let  me 
ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.    Certainly. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  If  we  can  legislate  out  of 
office  a  general  whcThas  not  been  employed  for 
three  months,  cannot  we  remove  the  commander 
ofthe  army  at  Vicksburg,  or  of  any  other  army? 

Mr,  GARFIELD.  I  have  already  stated  very 
fully  and  plainly  that  our  duties  are  legislative 
and  not  administrative.  Copgress  cannot  inter- 
fere directly  with  the  command  of  armies.  It  can- 
not directly  appoint  or  dismiss  a  military  officer; 
but  it  can  create  a  military  office,  and  can  at  its 
pleasure  limit,  restrict,  or  abolish  one  already 
created.  It  holds  also  the  national  purse,  and  can 
pay  or  withhold  payment  at  its  pleasure.  Having 
thus  the  power,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  provide 
means  for  removing  the  evil  so  justly  complained 
of. 

Now,  what  is  proposed?  The  President  ofthe 
United  States  and  those  under  him  have,  for  rea- 
sons which  they  deemed  sufficient  and  of  which 
they  were  the  proper  judges,  relieved  from  duty 
a  large  number  of  general  officers.  It  ought  here 
to  be  said,  in  partial  vindication  of  the  President, 
that  no  ruler  since  the  world  began  ever  had  such 
a  herculean  task  upon  him  as  our  President  has 
had  during  this  war,  and  one  of  the  most  difficult 
of  his  duties  has  been  to  .select  from  among  his 
fellow-citizens,  not  acquainted  with  military  life 
and  duty,  many  thousands  of  men  to  occupy  high 
and  responsible  positions  in  the  Army.  It  was 
not  possible  for  human  wisdom  to  make  such  a 
selection  without  committing  some  mistakes.  It 
was  not  possible  for  any  man,  not  inspired  of 
God,  to  select  ten  thousand  men  for  high  and  re- 
sponsible positions  in  a  field  of  duty  in  which  they 
had  never  been  tried,  without  selecting  here  and 
there  some,  and  probably  many, who  would  prove 
failures,  and  it  is  a  fact  of  which  we  may  justly 
be  proud  that  in  the  great  body  of  American  cit- 
izens selected  for  such  places,  so  very  few  have 
been  found  who  are  not  good,  true,  and  able  men, 
capable  of  rendering  efficient  and  distinguished 
service  in  the  field.  Butoutof  that  large  list  some 
have- been  found  who,  in  the  general  estimation 
of  the  public,  have  proved  failures.  Still  it  was 
not  the  general  estimation  of  the  public  which  was 
to  determine  whether  these  officers  should  be  con- 
tinued in  the  service  or  not.  It  was  to  be  determ- 
ined by  the  President  and  by  those  under  him, 
who  had  by  law  the  right  to  determine  it.  In 
pursuance  of  this  right  and  duty,  for  reasons  suf- 
ficient or  insufficient,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  relieved  a  large  number  of  general  offi- 
cers. They  have  been  for  months  lying  in  ordi- 
nary and  rendering  no  service  to  the  country.  I 
do  not  complain  that  he  has  exercised  that  power. 
It  is  very  true  that  there  are  some  ^hom  he  has 
relieved  that  I  should  not  have  relieved,  and  there 
are  others  now  on  duty  whom  I  should  have  re- 
lieved. But  that  is  none  of  my  business.  The 
President  was  clothed  with  the  power  and  he  used 
it  as  he  pleased.  I  sustain  him  in  using  his  dis- 
cretion. I  only  say  that  I  do  not  believe  it  is 
right  or  proper  for  these  men  thus  relieved — after 
it  is  found,  for  some  reason  best  known  to  the 
President,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  sent  back  to 
duty — to  be  allowed  to  block  up  the  way  to  the 
promotion  of  good  men  in  service. 

Now,  what  do  we  propose?  We  propose  to 
say  to  the  President,  "  We  do  not  interfere  with 
your  right  to  relieve  this  officer  or  to  assign  that 
one  to  duty;  but  we  do  suy  to  you  that  if  after  a 
certain  date  these  men  are  not  assigned  to  some 
duty  commensurate  with  their  rank  we  will  with- 
draw from  them  their  rank  and  pay.  We  throw 
upon  you  and  your  subordinates  the  responsi- 


bility of  taking  a  decisive  course  with  these  offi- 
cers— either  employ  them  or  drop  them  from  the 
rolls."  Gentlemen  ask  me  if  1  do  not  think  that 
some  very  able  and  valuable  officers  may  thus 
be  wronged  by  being  thrown  out  of  the  service. 
I  answer,  yes.  I  say  further,  some  of  the  num- 
ber are  my  personal  friends,  and  men  whom  I 
believe  to  be  very  able  and  patriotic  officers.  I 
do  not  go  so  far  as  some  gentlemen  here,  who  say- 
that  all  these  men  ought  to  resign  their  commis- 
sions. Men  who  believe  they  have  been  wronged 
should  not  be  expected  by  resignation  to  confess 
that  they  have  been  justly  treated.  It  is  their 
duty  as  good  soldiers  and  patriotic  citizens  to  do 
and  to  suffer  what  the  Government  puts  upon 
them.  I  do  not  advocate  this  bill,  Mr.  Speaker, 
as  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Herrick,]  for  tlie  purpose  of  taking  from 
the  President's  shoulders  the  responsibility  and 
of  distributing  it  on  the  shoulders  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  members  of  this  House,  but  for 
precisely  a  contrary  reason.  I  wish  Congress  to 
say  to  the  President,  "We  throw  the  responsi- 
bility on  your  shoulders.  You  can  save  any  one 
of  these  men  frOm  being  dropped  from  the  rolls 
by  putting  him  on  duty.  All  that  we  have  to  say 
is  that  we  will  not  sustain  the  Treasury  in  pay- 
ing or  the  War  Department  in  continuing  in  rank 
men  whom  neither  you  nor  the  War  Department 
will  employ."^  I  would  be  willing  fb  say  that 
Congress  expresses  no  approbation  or  disappro- 
bation of  the  generals  to  be  relieved.  It  simply 
says  that  we  will  not  continue  in'  pay  and  rank 
the  men  whom  the  President  will  not  employ. 

Now,  what  is  proposed  in  the  substitute  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Ker- 
nan?] It  is  proposed  to  obviate  the  difficulty  by 
having  an  examination  of  these  officers  to  know 
who  are  competent  for  their  duties  and  who  are 
not.  I  say  to  thatgentleman  that  his  proposition 
is  utterly  impracticable.  You  can  examine  a  man 
to  ascertain  whether  he  can  drill  a  company, 
whether  he  can  drill  a  regiment,  a  brigade,  or  even 
a  division;  but  when  you  come  to  examiiiea  man 
as  to  his  fitness  for  the  duties  of  a  general  officer, 
especially  for  those  of  a  majorgeneral,  thereis  no 
criterion  by  which  to  conduct  such  an  examina- 
tion. You  might  as  well  appoint  a  committee  to 
examine  a  man  as  to  his  fitness  to  hold  a  seat  in 
Congress,  to  govern  a  State,  or  fill  the  presiden- 
tial chair.  We  have  no  criterion.  Why  should 
we  appoint  a  commission  to  examine  men  for 
their  fitness  as  general  officers?  It  is  not  indis- 
pensable to  good  generalship  that  a  man  should 
understand  the  drill  or  the  manual  of  arms.  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  learned  infantry  tactics  after  he 
had  won  his  great  campaigns  in  Italy.  He  had 
a  private  tutor  in  Paris  to  teach  him  the  infantry 
manual  after  he  had  achieved  the  greatest  glories 
of  his  military  life.  The  fitness  of  a  man  for  the 
position  of  general  does  not  depend  upon  iiis 
knowledge  of  tactics  or  upon  anything  that  can 
be  brought  out  on  an  examination.  It  depends 
upon  those  general  qualities  of  mind  and  temper- 
ament which  go  to  make  up  administrative  ca- 
pacity; qualities  that  cannot  be  fixed  or  determ- 
ined by  any  examining  board.  The  proceedings 
of  such  a  board  would  be  the  merest  farce.  It 
might  report,  for  instance,  that  General  Fremont 
understood  infantry  and  cavalry  tactics,  and  that 
General  McClellan  understood  engineering;  that 
the  one  could  drill  a  battalion,  and  the  other  could 
build  a  bridge;  but  would  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  would  this  House  or  the  President, 
be  enlightened  on  the  question  of  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  of  placing  either  of  these  officers 
at  the  head  of  an  army? 

Mr.  KERNAN.  The  gentleman  will  permit 
me  to  say  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  most  of  these 
officers  will  have  had  some  practical  training,  and 
that  they  will  be  capable  of  judging  of  their  prac- 
tical capabilities  to  command. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  have  no  doubt  the  board 
would  pass  upon  the  general  military  education 
of  the  men  who  should  be  brought  before  it;  but 
any  gentleman  who  has  had  any  observation  in 
regard  to  the  practical  working  of  such  a  board 
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knows  wliai  Uiiid  of  iniluuiiccs  would  uuinbiiie 
after  all  to  reach  the  result  to  whicli  such  aboard 
would  arrive.  The  whole  scheme  is  entirely  im- 
practicable for  any  good  purpose.  We  are  com- 
pelled by  the  necessities  of  the  case  to  do  some- 
thing to  remove  this  evil;  and  what  1  desire  to  do 
is  to  compel  a  decisive  course,  either  of  assigning 
these  men  to  active  duty  or  of  drop)iing  iheir 
names  from  the  rolls  of  the  Army.  We  see  the 
prospective  effect  of  the  measure  already.  Since 
its  introduction  several  of  these  officers  have  been 
assigned  to  positions  who  might  otherwise  have 
remained  unemployed  for  some  time  to  come. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  desire  to  ask  my  col- 
league, who  seems  to  be  arguing  again.st  tin;  fea- 
sibility of  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  officers 
to  examine  into  the  merits  of  each  individual  case, 
■whether  it  is  not  true  that  by  a  regulation  of  the 
War  Department  a  board  has  been  organized  to 
examine  into  the  qualifications  of  officers  with 
a  view  of  ascertaining  their  fimess  for  active  ser- 
vice in  the  field;  and  if  that  be  so,  whether  it  is 
not  as  feasible  to  appoint  a  board  that  shall  ex- 
amine into  the  qualifications  of  these  officers.'' 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  answer  the  gentleman 
that  there  is  a  board  now  holding  its  sessions  in 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  for  the  purpose  of  retir- 
ing disabled  officers  of  the  regular  Army.  There 
is  no  board  which  examines  officers  as  to  their 
mental  and  moral  fitness  for  active  service. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Does  not  the  board  pass 
upon  their  g(!neral  ability  to  hold  commands? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  No,  sir;  upon  their  phys- 
ical ability  or  disability  only. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  would  like  to  inquire 
whether  tlj,ere  is  not  also  a  retiring  board  for  the 
Navy,  and  whether  the  same  rul*  may  not  apply 
to  the  examination  of  officers  of  the  Army  as  of 
the  Navy.' 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  understand  the  duties  of 
retiring  boards  both  of  the  Army  and  Navy  re- 
late exclusively  to  superannuated  officers. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  under  the  legislation  of  Congress  some 
years  ago  a  board  was  not  organized  before  whom 
all  officers  of  the  Navy  could  be  brought,  which 
examined  into  all  their  qualifications,  physical, 
mental,  and  moral.' 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  That  may  be  true;  but  there 
is  a  wide  difference  between  the  military  and  naval 
service  in  this,  that  efficiency  in  the  naval  service 
depends  mainly  upon  a  man's  knowledge  of  sea- 
manship, a  profession  which  may  be  said  to  have 
taken  rank  among  the  exact  sciences.  It  is  one 
thing  to  examine  a  man  in  reference  to  his  quali- 
fications for  a  naval  officer,  but  it  is  quite  another 
to  examine  him  with  reference  to  those  adminis- 
trative powers  which  fit  him  to  command  success- 
fully as  a  general  in  the  Army. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  allow 
me  to  say  that  I  think  if  he  will  look  at  the  organ- 
ization of  this  retiring  board  he  will  find  that  they 
examine  officers  as  to  their  qualifications  in  every 
respect  to  discharge  their  duties  as  officers. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Let  me  ask  whether 
Congress  has  not  provided  by  law  that  the  Pres- 
ident, without  any  board  and  without  any  exam- 
ination, may  retire  officers,  who  have  been  in  the 
service  for  forty-five  years,  upon  half  pay? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Certainly.  But,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, while  it  is  true  that  we  have  laws  for  the  or- 
ganization of  retiring  boards  for  the  Army  and 
Navy,  there  has  never  been  a  law  to  constitute 
boards  to  examine  and  recommend  men  for  gen- 
eral officers  or  general  ofHcers  for  dismissal  from 
the  service.  Such  a  thing  was  never  known  in 
this  country,  and,  to  my  knowledge,  such  a  thing 
was  never  heard  of  in  any  country  on  the  globe. 
Now,  sir,  let  me  repeat,  in  conclusion  on  this  sub- 
ject of  examining  men  for  their  fitness  to  com- 
mand as  general  officers,  that  you  might  as  well 
appoint  a  board  to  examine  men  with  ri'ference 
to  thhir  fitness  toliold  positions  in  this  IIous(!  of 
RtrpreHentati»vea  or  the  Senate,  or  to  become  Chief 
Kxircntive  of  the  nation.  You  cannot  make  any 
pxaminalion  that  will  be  of  the  slighle.st  consi:- 
qnen«ein  that  behalf.  If  any  gcntleman^an  pro- 
pose an  amendment  declaring  that  this  House  dues 
not  cen.iure  any  general  officir,  that  it  expresses 
no  opinion  of  any  gcMiiiral  officer,  that  it  docs  not 
interferi'  with  the  military  Comniandir-in-Chiif 
of  the  Army,  but  that  it  is  simply  iirolf.'cting  the 
Governnifnl  against  a  waste  of  th<:  ))iiblic  moiX'y 
and  the  Army  in  the  field  against  injustice;    i  do 


not  care  what  the  amendment  is,  so  that  it  will 
cover  that  ground,  and  shelter  your  friends  and 
our  friends,  1  will  vote  for  it.  Still  more;  if  any 
gentleman  here  can  show  me  how  we  can  correct 
the  evil  1  have  referred  to  and  wrong  no  officer, 
I  will  not  only  follow  his  suggestion,  but  will  pro- 
nounce him  a  public  benefactor. 

But  in  the  absence  of  some  better  plan  I  shall 
do  what  I  can  to  secure  the  adoption  of  the  one 
proposed  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  move,  with  the  consentof  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  question  till  this  day  three 
weeks,  and  on  that  motion  I  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  hope  that  will  not  be  done. 
It  is  necessary  to  settle  this  question  while  we  are 
organizing  a  new  campaign. 

And  the^i.on  motion  of  Mr.  FARNSWORTFI, 
(at  tw(;nty-five  minutes  past  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,) 
the  Mouse  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  March  17, 1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  wasreadandapproved. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  petition 
of  discharged  soldiers  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  pray- 
ing that  all  soldiers  who  have  been  discharged 
from  the  Army  on  account  of  wounds  or  disease 
contracted  while  in  the  service  may  be  allowed  a 
bounty  of  $100;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
American  Oriental  Society,  praying  for  aid  in 
making  explorations  in  China  and  the  adjacent 
countries;  which  was  referred  to  tiie  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  presented  five  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Providence, Rhode  Island,  prayingfor 
increased  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  mails, 
passengers,  and  freight  between  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  a  memorial  of  Robert 
Haering  and  four  hundred  others,  laboring  men, 
citizens  of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the 
extension  of  the  Goodyear  patent  for  the  manu- 
facture of  vulcanized  India  rubber,  and  represent- 
ing that  the  renewal  of  patents  injures  the  labor- 
ing interests  of  the  country;  which 'was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  POMEROY  presented  the  petition  of  Mi- 
ami Indians,  praying  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  may  be  authorized  to  ascertain  the  arrear- 
ages due  them,  and  for  the  prompt  payment  of 
the  same  out  of  the  funds  set  apart  by  the  treaty 
of  June  5,  1854;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  messengers,  laborers,  and 
watchmen  employed  in  the  several  public  Depart- 
ments, praying  for  an  increase  of  their  salaries; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  shipmasters  of  Buffalo,  New  York; 
a  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  shipowners 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  a  memorial  of  shipowners 
and  Board  of  Trade  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  and  a  me- 
morial of  shipmasters  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  pray- 
ing for  the  improvement  of  Frankfort  harbor, 
Michigan;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

HEPOUTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  COLL  AM  ER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2'Ji))  to  provide  for  car- 
rying the  mails  from  the  United  States  to  foreign 
ports,  and  for  other  purjioscs,  reported  it  with 
amcndnienls. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  Committee  on  Indian 
Adnirs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  80) 
to  provide  for  the  better  organization  of  Indian 
allaiis  ill  Culifornia,  have;  inslrucled  metor('|)ort 
it  back,  with  an  anieiulment  in  the  nature  of  a 
.substitute.  I  will  state  thiit  I  desire  to  lake  up 
this  bill  at  an  early  day,  in  order  that  it  may  bo 
pa.ssed  before  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. 


Mr.  HOWE,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  ]ietition  of  E|)hraiin 
Hunt,  praying  for  compensation  for  his  services 
as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  4)  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  a  board  of  offi- 
cers to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  citizens  of  Law- 
rence, Kansas,  reported  adversely  thereon. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  a  message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation 
to  the  adjustment  of  claims  between  the  United 
States  and  Ecuador,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  178) 
to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  with  Ecuadoi- 
for  the  mutual  adjustment  of  claims;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  to 
print  the  petition  of  the  confederate  bands  of 
Wea,  Peoria,  Kaskaskia,  and  Piankesliaw  Indi- 
ans, reported  in  favor  of  the  motion;  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  wliom 
was  referred  a  motion  to  print  throe  thousand  ex- 
tra copies  of  the  report  No.  25  on  the  bill  (S.  No. 
99)  to  secure  equality  before  the  law  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  reported  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion; and  it  was  agreed  to.  He  stated  tliat  this 
was  not  a  unanimous  report,  having  been  made 
by  the  sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  committee. 

He  also,  frotn  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  motion  to  print  the  letter  of  the 
Governor  of  Wisconsin  to  Hon.  T.  O.  Howe, 
accompanied  by  a  statement  and  proofs  of  losses 
by  certain  persons  in  that  State  by  a  violent  re- 
sistance to  the  draft  at  Fort  Washington  in  No- 
vember, 1862,  reported  in  favor  of  the  motion; 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

PRIxN'TING  OF  A  MEMORIAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILKINSON,  on  behalf 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  tlie  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Coin- 
mcice  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  praying  lor  the  constrnc- 
tion  of  a  wagon  road  to  tlie  Territory  of  Idalio,  and  that 
military  protection  may  be  aflbided  to  tlie  same,  he  piinied. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  gave  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  confederate  bands  of  Weas,  Peorias, 
Kaskaskias,  and  Piankeshavv  Indians  of  Kansas. 
BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  MORRILL  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  177) 
to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  street  railway 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. . 

Mr.  LANE!,  of  Kansas,  in  pursuance  of  pre- 
vious notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  179)  to  aid  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas in  the  erection  of  a  courtrhousefor  the  United 
States  courts  and  post  olHce  at  Topeka,  Kansas; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

OPEN  SESSION  FOR  NOMINATIONS. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  desire  to  propose  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  the  rules  of  the  Senate: 

All  executive  nominations  shall  be  submitted  to  and  con- 
sidered and  decided  by  the  Senate  in  open  Senate. 

I  believe  that  under  the  rules  this  proposition 
must  lie  on  the  table  a  day.  I  give  notice  that  I 
shall  call  it  up  to-morrow  at  the  earliest  jiossible 
moment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  proposition 
lies  over  for  a  day  under  the  rules. 

PRINTING  OF  MESSAGE  AND  DOCUMKNTS. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  there  he  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Sc^nalc 
five  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  niniual  message  and 
nccoinpanyiiit;  documents  cumiminicnted  to  the  Senate  at 
its  present  session. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  resolution 
must  necessarily  go  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Before  it  is  referred  to  the 
committee,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  understand  there 
has  been  printed  at  the  present  session  only  u 
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small  number  of  copies  of  the  message  and  ac- 
companying documents,  and  that  the  abridgment 
which  we  had  last  year  and  which  was  embraced 
in  two  volumes,  is  not  printed  at  all  this  year,  or 
rather  that  the  abridgment  which  is  printed  is 
simply  the  annual  reports  of  the  different  Secreta- 
i-ies  withoutany  of  the  accompanying  documents. 
Never  in  the  history  of  the  Government  have  the 
accompanying  documents  to  the  message  been  as 
valuable  as  now;  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  we 
ought  to  have  a  larger  number  of  them  printed. 
The  number  mentioned  in  the  resolution  is  five 
thousand.  I  have  put  in  that  number  without 
much  reflection;  but  1  hope  the  committee  will 
inquire  into  it  and  report  the  proper  number.  I 
think  a  larger  number  than  that  already  ordered 
should  be  printed.  I  believe  weshall  notgct  more 
than  ten  or  fifteen  copies  apiece  of  the  message 
and  documents  under  the  order  for  printing  as  it 
now  exists.  I  ask  for  the  reference  of  the  reso- 
lution to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 

ANTHONY  BURNS'S  RESCUE. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  1  wish  to  call  up  now  the  reso- 
lution I  offered  a  few  days  ago,  to  raise  u  special 
committee  on  thecaseof  Thomas  W.  Higginson. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  fur- 
thermorningbusiness, the  resolution  submitted  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will  be  read,  and  it  is 
now  before  the  Senate. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

Wliereas  In  the  Iiistory  of  the  attempt  to  rescue  Anthony 
Burns,  a  f'ligilive  slave  from  the  State  of  Virgi™a,fromthe 
custody  of  tlie  United  States  officers,  in  Boston,  in  1854,  it 
is  represented,  and  it  is  also  generally  reported,  thatT.  W. 
Higginson,  now  the  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  negro  troops 
in  tlie  service  of  the  United  States,  led,  or  was  engaged  in, 
an  assault  made  by  a  body  of  men,  witli  force  and  arms, 
upon  the  court-house  in  lloston,  where  the  said  Anthony 
Burns  was  held  in  the  custodyof  tlielawand  officersof  tlio 
United  States,  with  the  Intent  and  purpose  of  forcibly  res- 
cuing him  from  such  custody;  and  whereas  it  is  represented 
and  generally  reported  that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
then  having  ttiecustody  of  said  Burns,  was  killed  and  mur- 
dered by  said  assailants  :  Therefore, 

Jie  it  reaolved.  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  appoint 
a  comniitlee  of  three  members  of  the  Senate  to  investigate 
whether  the  said  T.  W.  fligginson  had  any  coimection,  and 
if  any,  what,  with  the  said  attempt  to  rescue  the  said  Burns, 
and  with  the  killing  and  murdering  of  any  (lerson  having 
Ills  custody;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  do  not  propose  to  say  anything 
on  this  resolution,  except  to  read  a  passage  from 
the  life  of  Burns.  I  read  from  a  book  entitled 
"Anthony  Burns.  A  History.  By  Charles  Em- 
ery Stevens:" 

"  Scarcely  had  the  crowd  from  tlie  hall  begun  to  pour 
into  the  square  when  the  assault  was  commenced.  The 
lamps  that  lighted  the  square  had  already  been  extin- 
guished, so  that  under  cover  of  darkness  tlie  assailants 
might  more  easily  escape  detection.  Strangely  neglecting 
tlie  eastern  entrance,  which  was  not  secured  at  the  time, 
they  passed  round  to  the  west  side,  and  commenced  the 
attack  in  that  quarter.  Tlie  court-house  on  tiiat  side  pre- 
sented to  the  eye  an  unbroken  fagade  of  granite  two  hun- 
dred feet  long  and  four  stories  high.  In  the  lower  part 
were  three  entrances,  closed  by  massive  two-leaved  doors 
which  vi'ore  secured  by  heavy  locks  and  bolts.  Against  the 
middle  one  of  these  doors  tlie  beam  which  had  been  pre- 
viously provided  was  now  brought  to  bear  with  all  the  force 
that  ten  or  twelve  men  could  muster.  At  the  same  moment 
one  or  two  others  plied  their  axes  against  the  panels.  As 
the  quick  heavy  blows  resounded  through  the  square,  the 
crowd  every  moment  rapidly  increasing  sent  up  their  wild 
shouts  of  encouragement,  while  some  hurled  missiles 
against  the  windows,  and  others  discharged  their  [listols  in 
the  same  direction.  In  two  or  three  minutes  a  panel  in 
one  part  of  the  door  had  been  beaten  through;  the  other 
part  had  been  partially  forced  back  on  its  hinges,  when  the 
assailants  found,  their  entrance  obstructed  by  defenders 
within.  The  marshal,  whoso  office  was  in  the  building, 
although  not  nnticipating  the  attack,  was  not  altogether  un- 
prepared for  it.  In  the  course  of  the  day  he  had  appointed 
fifty  special  aids,  and  posted  them  in  different  parts  of  the 
spacious  building;  he  had  also  caused  to  be  deposited  in 
his  odice  a  large  (luantity  of  cutlasses.  On  the  first  alarm 
the  specials  were  hastily  armed  with  these  weapcms,  and 
set  to  (h^feiid  the  assaulted  door.  As  often  as  the  pressure 
from  without  forced  it  partially  open  it  was  closed  again 
and  braced  by  the  persons  of  those  inside.  While  thus  en- 
gaged oiieof  the  marshal's  men,  a  truckman  named  lialcli- 
cldc-r,  suddenly  drew  back  from  the  door  exclaiming  that 
lie  was  stabbed,  lie;  was  carried  into  the  marshal's  office 
and  laid  upon  the  floor,  where  he  ainio.-t  imniediaudv  ex- 
pired. It  was  disciwered  tiiat  a  wound  several  inches  in 
lenglli  had  been  inflicted  by  .some  sharp  iiistrunu-nt  in  tlie 
lower  part  of  his  abdomen,  whereby  an  arlcry  had  been  sev- 
ered, causing  him  to  bleed  to  death.  A  conflict  of  opinion 
alterward  arose  respecting  the  source  from  whence  the 
blow  proceeded.  Some  atlirmed  that  it  was  an  accident 
caused  by  one  of  his  own  party.  It  was  said  that  nateli- 
clder  was  engaged  at  the  moment  in  bracing  oiio  part  of 
tliedoor  Willi  his  shoulders;  that  while  ho  was  in  that  half- 
8too|fiiig  posture,  anotlK^r  of  the  specials,  ticeing  through 
the  opiMiing  the  hands  of  one  of  the  assailants,  aimed  at 


them  a  blow  with  a  watchman's  club,  which,  missing  its 
mark,  fell  upon  the  head  of  Batchelder,  and  drove  him 
down  upon  tljc  blade  of  liis  own  cutlass.  AiKjtherand  per- 
haps more  probable  account  was,  that  while  Batchelder 
stood  bracing  tliedoor  bcliind  tlie  broken  panel  tlie  wound 
was  inflicted  by  an  arm  tlirust  through  from  the  outside, 
not  with  any  murderous  intent,  but  to  compel  him  tore- 
lax  his  liold. 

"  In  tlie  temporary  confusion  within,  caused  by  this  fatal 
result,  the  leader  of  the  assailants.  Rev.  Thomas  VV.  Hig- 
ginson, succeeded  in  forcing  his  way  into  tlie  building. 
None  followed  him,  and  the  door  was  almost  instantly 
closed  again.  For  a  moment  he  was  alone,  face  to  face 
with  his  adversaries;  the  next  he  reappeared  on  the  out- 
side, exclaiming  to  his  associates,  'You  cowards,  will  you 
desert  us  now."  A  saber  cut  across  the  cliin  and  other 
marks  attested  the  rough  reception  lie  had  encountered 
while  within  the  walls.  The  courage  and  daring  displayed 
by  tills  person  showed  him  to  be  a  fit  leader  in  such  an  en- 
terprise." 

It  then  goes  on  to  trace  his  lineage,  &c.  Upon 
the  facts  here  stated,  I  ask  that  this  committee  be 
raised.  I  suppose  there  is  no  reasonable  doubt 
of  the  substantial  truth  of  this  account:  that  this 
man  Higginson  was  the  leader  of  the  assailants 
who  made  the  violent  assault  on  that  night  upon 
the  court-house  in  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  i-es- 
cuing  Burns  from  the  custody  of  the  law.  If  he 
was,  and  1  suppose  the  history  is  true,  he  was 
gui'ty  both  of  murder  and  treason.  If  he  com- 
mitted these  crimes  in  a  rebellious  resistance  to 
the  execution  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  he  is 
certainly  not  a  fit  person  to  command  a  regiment 
or  to  hold  any  other  ofllce  in  or  under  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  If  he  is  free  from 
this  imputation,  this  charge,  his  innocence  ought 
to  be  ascertained  and  made  plain. 

I  think,  under  the  circumstances,  that  the  com- 
mittee ought  to  be  raised,  the  inquiry  instituted, 
and  the  report  of  the  ?acts  ought  to  come  before 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  29,  nays  10;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Cliandler,  Collamer, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessendeii,  Foot,  Foster.  Grimes,  Har- 
ding, Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Imlianai  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman, 
Sprague,  Suiniier,Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wil- 
kinson, Willey,  and  Wilson — 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Conness,  Davis, 
Hendricks,  Johnson,  McDougall,  Powell,  Riddle,  and  Sauls- 
bury— 10. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
SUMMAUY  TRIAL  OF  MINOR  OFFENSES. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No.  52)  to  provide  for 
the  summary  trial  of  minor  offenses  against  the 
laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  was- agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary  will 
read  the  bill. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  will  suggest  that  there 
is  a  substitute  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  for  the  bill  as  introduced,  and  the  Sec- 
retary had  better  simply  read  the  substitute  un- 
less some  gentleman  desires  to  hear  the  original 
bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  ob- 
jection, tha^  course  will  be  pursued. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment,  to  strike 
out  all  of  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause  and  to 
insert  the  follo.vving  in  lieu  thereof: 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  tlio  judge  of  any  district  court 
of  the  United  States  to  hold  a  special  session  ofsaidccmit 
at  any  time,  whether  in  terin  or  vacation,  for  the  trial  of 
minor  offenses  against  the  laws  of  tlie  United  States,  as 
hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  9.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  wlieneveraconi- 
plaiiit  shall  be  made  againstaiiy  master,  ofticer,  or  mariner 
ofany  ship  or  vessel  belonging,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  any  cit- 
izen or  citizens  of  the  Unile(l  States,  of  the  commission  of 
any  ofl'ense.not  capital  or  ollierwisi;  infamous,  against  arvy 
law  of  the  United  Stales  made  forthe  protection  of  persons 
or  property  engaged  in  commerce  or  navigation,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  ol'  tlie  district  attorney  to  investigate  the  same, 
and  the  general  nature  thereof;  and  if,  ill  liis  opinion,  (he 
ease  is  fiicIi  as  should  be  summarily  tried  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  lie  shall  report  the  same  to  tlie  district 
judge,  and  the  judgii  shall  forthwilli,  or  as  soon  as  the  or- 
dinary business  of  the  court  will  permit,  proceed  to  try  the 
cause,  and  for  that  purpose  may,  if  necessary,  liold  a  spe- 
cial session  of  the  court. 

Sec.  3.  Jliul  he  it  further  enacted,  That  at  sueli  trial  it 
shall  not  be  necessary  that  the  accused  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously indicted,  but  a  statement  of  complaint,  verified  by 
oath,  in  writing,  shall  be  presented  to  the  court,  setting otit 
the  ofl'eiisein  such  manner  as  clearly  to  apprise  the  accused 
of  the  character  ol'  the  olfense  conipl.iiiicd  of,  and  to  en- 


able him  to  answer  the  complaint.  And  the  said  complaint 
or  statement  shall  be  read  to  the  accused,  who  may  plead 
to  or  answer  the  same,  or  make  a  counter  statement. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  trial 
shall  thereupon  be  proceeded  with  in  a  summary  manner, 
and  the  case  siiall  be  decided  by  the  court;  unless,  at  the 
time  for  pleading  or  answering,  the  accused  shall  demand  a 
jury,  in  wliicli  case  tlie  trial  shall  be  upon  the  complaint  and 
plea  of  not  guilty. 

Sec.  5.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  court  to  sentence  any  person  convicted  on 
such  trial  to  any  greater  punishment  than  imprisonment  in 
jail  for  one  year,  or  to  a  fine  exceeding  $500,  or  both,  in  its 
discretion,  in  those  cases  where  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  authorize  such  imprisonment  and  fine. 

Sec.  6.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  It  shall  be  law- 
ful  for  tlie  court  to  allow  the  district  attorney  to  amend  his 
statement  or  complaint  at  any  stage  of  the  proceedings,  be- 
fore verdict,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  such  amend- 
ment will  work  no  injustice  to  tlie  accused;  and  if  it  appear 
to  the  court  that  the  accused  is  unprepared  to  meet  the 
charge  as  amended,  and  that  an  adjournment  of  the  cause 
will  promote  the  ends  of  justice,  such  adjournment  shall  be 
inade  until  a  further  day,  to  be  fixed  by  the  court. 

Sec.  7.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted,  That  at  such  trial,  if 
by  jury,  the  United  States  and  the  accused  shall  each  be 
entitled  to  three  peremptory  challenges.  Challenges  for 
cause  shall  be  tried  by  the  court  without  the  aid  of  triers. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Does  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  desire  the  Senate  to 
consider  and  pass  that  bill  at  this  time.'  It  seems 
to  be  a  very  important  measure,  and  I  wish  to  in- 
quire of  him  whether  he  desires  to  put  it  on  its 
passage  to-day. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  called  it  up  with  that 
view;  but  there  is  nothing  pressing  about  it.  Per- 
haps it  is  due  to  the  Senate,  and  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  if  he  desires  it,  that  I  should  make  a  state- 
ment of  what  the  bill  is.  It  is  reported  unani- 
mously by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  It 
is  intended  to  reach  exclusively  a  class  of  cases 
arising  out  of  offenses  committed  on  shipboard. 
Minor  offenses  are  sometimes  committed  on  board 
of  vessels,  and  when  they  come  into  port  the  party 
is  charged  with  them,  and  lies  in  jail  a  long  timo 
in  oursea-ports.  The  witnesses  against  the  party 
are  frequently  unable  to  give  security  for  their  ap- 
pearance,and  they  are  keptfor  months  and  some- 
times for  a  whole  year  to  await  the  trial  of  some 
petty  offense  which  has  been  committed  on  ship- 
board, which  really  subjects  the  party  and  the 
witnesses  to  more  punishment  than  the  law  would 
inflict  if  the  party  was  guilty  of  the  offense. 

The  design  of  this  bill  is  to  authorize  the  dis- 
trict judge  to  hold  a  court  and  try  those  cases  at 
any  tirne  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury  and 
without  any  grand  jury.  The  Senator  from  In- 
diana recollects  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  provides  that  in  all  cases  of  charges  of  a 
capital  character  or  for  infamous  offenses  the  in- 
dictment orpresentment  of  a  grand  jury  is  neces- 
sary, and  it  also  provides  that  every  person  charged 
with  crime  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  trial 
by  jury.  This  bill  provides  that  the  party  may 
be  tried  by  the  judge  unless  he  desires  to  have  a 
jury,  in  which  event  the  case  is  put  over  and  a 
jury  called.  The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  avoid 
some  considerable  expense  to  the  Government, 
and  to  allow  summary  trials  for  these  minor  of- 
fenses the  punishment  for  none  of  which  shall 
exceed  $500  fine,  or  a  punishment  in  jail  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  one  year. 

1  have  no  desire  to  press  the  bill  this  morning 
if  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  on  the  explanation  I 
have  made,  desires  time  to  examine  it.  I  will 
state  to  him  that  it  was  reported  unanimously  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  after  some  ex- 
amination; but  there  is  no  haste  that  I  know  of 
in  regard  to  the  bill.  At  the  suggestion  of  any 
Senator  who  wishes  to  look  into  it  or  thinks  (here 
is  any  principle  involved  that  ought  to  be  exam^ 
ined,  I  shall  not  insist  on  its  passage  to-day.  \ 
submit  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana, and  if  he  wishes  to  examine  it  i  shall  have 
no  objeclinn  to  allow  the  bill  to  go  over. 

Mr".  HENDRICKS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Sen, 
ator  one  further  question;  and  whether  I  shall 
ask  to  have  the  bill  postponed  will'  depend  on  his 
answer.  Is  the  bill  so  framed  as  to  be  confineti 
to  the  cases  which  the  Senator  says  it  was  the 
object  of  the  committee  to  meet.^ 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Yes, sir. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  want  to  knowrsitnoe- 
siblo  that  for  an  ordinary  ease  of  violation  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  in  the  States  a  man  can 
be  brought  to  trial  upon  information  communi- 
cated to  the  court  by  the  district  attorney.'  la 
it  possible  that  there  could  be  such  a  case  as  thai 
vmdcr  the  bill.' 
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Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No,  sir.  If  llie  Senator 
will  look  to  the  second  section  he  will  see  that  it 
is  limited  to  these  cases: 

That  whenever  a  complaint  shall  be  made  against  any 
master,  ofiicer,  or  mariner  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  belonging 
in  whole  or  in  part  to  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
Swtes,()f  the  commission  of  any  otVensP,  not  capital  or  other- 
wise infamous,  against  any  law  of  the  United  Slates  made 
for  the  protection  of  persons  or  property  engaged  in  com- 
merce or  navigation,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  at- 
torney to  investigate  the  same  ; 

and  so  on.     It  is  confined  to  those  cases. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  With  that  explanation 
certainly  I  do  not  want  to  delay  the  ineasure. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
committee  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended; 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  suggest  an  amendment 
to  the  last  section  of  the  bill,  in  the  line  before  the 
last,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "cause"  the 
words  "  in  such  cases,"  so  as  to  read  "  challenges 
for  cause  in  such  cases  shall  be  tried  by  the  court 
without  the  aid  of  triers." 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  is  no  objection  to 
that. 

The  amendinent  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time;  and  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BILL  BECOME  A  LAW. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Nicolay,  his  Secretary, announced 
that  the  President  had  approved  and  signed  on  the 
16th  instant  an  act  (S.  No.  158)  in  addition  to  an 
act  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  Post  Office 
Department,  approved  March  3,  1863. 

STREET  RAILROAD  IN  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  inove  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  54)  to  incorporate  the 
Aletropolitan  Railroad  Company  in  the  District 
*  of  Columbia,  the  pending  question  being  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Sumner  to  add  at  the  end  of 
section  fourteen  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  'I'hat  there  shall  be  no  regnlation  excluding  any 
person  from  any  car  on  account  of  color. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  My  principal  purpose,  Mr. 
President,  in  asking  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
for  a  few  moments,  is  to  try  to  maintain  the  opin- 
ion which  1  gave  upon  one  of  the  questions  which 
this  bill  presented  when  the  same  question  was 
before  the  Senate  on  a  former  occasion.  I  am 
called  upon,  as  I  suppose,  to  do  so  because  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  opinion  was  questioned  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Delaware  [Mr.  Sauls- 
bury]  yesterday,  and,  notwithstanding  the  dif- 
ference in  age  between  us,  and,  as  he  has  been 
kind  enough  to  say,  the  difference  in  other  re- 
spects, I  feel  it  incumbent  on  myself,  as  against 
the  opinion  expressed  by  him,  to  endeavor  to 
maintain  my  own.  It  is  unnecessary,  therefore, 
to  say  that  1  was  not  induced  to  change  that  opin- 
ion by  anything  that  fell  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. 

Tlic  question  before  the  Senate  on  a  previous 
occasion  was  whether,  under  the  charter  of  the 
existing  railroad  company,  there  was  any  author- 
ity in  the  company  to  exclude  from  its  cars  any 
passenger  by  reason  of  his  color.  What  I  stated 
us  my  own  viewujion  that  proposition  was  merely 
lo  repeat  the  conclusion  to  which  the  committee 
to  wliom  that  subject  iiad  been  referred  had  them- 
selves come,  1  believe  by  a  unanimous  decision; 
and  in  the  correctmss  of  I  hat  decision  the  honoi'- 
able  member  from  Massachusetts,  who  proposes 
jiow  an  amendment  to  this  bill,  concurred.  He 
said  that  he  was  satisfied  that  the  opinion  was 
correct;  and  because  he  was  satisfied  of  that  he 
was  willing  to  leave  the  question  to  be  decided  by 
the  laws  as  they  then  stood.  He  has  thought  it, 
however,  necessary  to  guard  against  the  mischief 
which  at  one  time  he  thought  under  the  original 
charter  might  possibly  be  practiced  as  against 
jieraons  of  a  certain  description,  by  proposing  an 
umcndment  to  the  present  bill,  which  is  to  pro- 
vide in  80  many  words  tiiat  such  pa.ssengers  are 
not  to  be  excluded  from  tiiese  axru.     1  think  that 


his  amendment  is  just  as  unnecessary  for  his  pur- 
pose to  this  bill  as  such  an  amendment  would 
have  been  unnecessary  to  the  original  bill  under- 
which  the  roads  are  now  being  conducted. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  bill  without  the' amend- 
ment, as  there  was  nothing  in  the  original  bill, 
which  gives  to  the  company  any  authority  to  ex- 
clude passengers  at  all.  They  are  chartered  for 
the  purpose  of  running  a  railroad,  and  by  the 
ninth  section  it  is  provided  that  they  "  shall  place 
first-class  cars  on  said  railways,  with  all  the  mod- 
ern improvements  for  the  convenience  and  com- 
fort of  passengers,  and  shall  run  cars  thereon  dur- 
ing the  day,"  at  certain  specific  times,  of  course, 
for  ijpssengers.  It  does  not  say  who  are  to  be 
the  passengers  for  whose  benefit  the  law  is  passed, 
or  who  are  the  description  of  passengers  that  the 
company  will  be  obliged  to  transport;  and  there 
is  just  as  much  authority,  and  no  more,  in  this 
bill  without  the  amendment,  to  exclude  a  white 
passenger  as  there  is  to  exclude  a  black  passen- 
ger. We  are  therefore  to  look  out  of  the  law  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  there  is  in 
any  other  statute,  or  by  any  other  law  not  founded 
upon  statutory  provision,  any  authority  for  a 
company  of  this  description  to  exclude  any  par- 
ticular class  of  passengers. 

The  honorable  member  from  Delaware — and  it 
is  the  only  reason  as  far  as  I  recollect  that  he 
suggested  as  showing  that  the  conclusion  of  the 
committee  and  the  opinion  which  I  expressed  was 
erroneous — states  that  all  these  railroad  compa- 
nies have  a  right  to  establish  first-class  passenger 
cars,  and  second-class  passenger  cars,  and  any 
other  class  less  than  second-class,  such  as  emi- 
grant cars.  That  is  true;  but  there  is  nothing  in 
that  fi\ct  which  shows  that  there  is  any  right  to 
distinguish  as  between  different  descriptions  of 
passengers  who  are  willing  to  comply  with  the 
terms  required  of  them  in  order  to  be  transported 
on  any  one  of  the  classes  of  cars  which  the  com- 
pany may  determine  to  run.  By  running  a  first- 
class  passenger  car,  all  that  is  meant  is  that  he 
who  chooses  to  ride  in  a  car  of  that  description 
is  to  pay  a  certain  price.  If  he  is  unwilling  to 
pay  that  price,  and  still  wants  to  be  transported 
upon  the  road,  and  the  company  has  a  car  of  a 
minor  class,  and  charges  a  less  sum  for  the  trans- 
portation upon  that  class,  he  applies  to  be  trans- 
ported in  a  car  of  that  class,  and  he  pays  what 
the  cornpany  may  think  proper  to  exact. 

That  does  not  prove  that  there  is  any  right  to 
exclude  any  passenger  who  applies  to  be  trans- 
ported in  any  one  of  the  kind  of  cars  that  the 
company  may  under  their  charter  be  authorized 
to  run.  If,  therefore,  a  black  man  proposes  to 
ride  in  a  first-class  car  upon  any  of  the  railroads, 
(where  there  is  no  State  statute  prohibiting  it,)  he 
has  just  as  much  right,  if  it  be  a  question  of  right, 
to  be  transported  upon  that  car  as  a  white  man; 
and  the  error  of  my  friend  from  Delaware,  if  he 
be  in  error,  as  [  think  he  is,  is  in  confounding 
the  right  which  the  companies  have  to  establish, 
by  regulation,  different  classes  of  cars  and  charge 
different  sums  to  the  passengers  in  those  respect- 
ive cars,  with  the  right  to  establish  a  distinction 
between  black  men  and  white  men,  both  of  whom 
are  anxious  to  travel  upon  the  particular  car. 

The  only  possible  ground,  then,  upon  which, 
in  the  absence  of  any  particular  law  outside  of  the 
charters  of  this  description,  the  distinction  can  be 
maintained  is  that  there  exists  in  these  companies 
some  power  in  the  nature  of  a  police  power.  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  find  what  there  is  in  any  of  these 
charters  which  can  be  construed  at  all  as  giving 
to  these  companies  any  police  power  except  that 
police  power  which  may  be  necessary  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  discharge  the  function  for  which 
they  are  created  by  their  franchise.  They  can 
|)rcscrve  order  in  the  car;  no  doubt  about  that.  If 
a  drunken  man  or  a  quarrelsome  man  give  trouble 
in  a  car  to  the  rest  of  the  passengers,  they  can 
eject  him.  There  is  no  doubtabout  that.  But  that 
does  not  prove  that  they  have  a  right  by  any  police 
regulation  (irrespective  of  the  question  whether 
the  passengers  can  be  transported  quietly  and 
without  danger)  to  distinguish  as  between  one 
man  and  another  man,  or  one  woman  and  another 
woman.  It  may  be  convenient,  because  it  meets 
with  the  public  wish  or  with  tiie  public  taste  of 
both  classes,  the  white  and  the  black,  that  there 
should  be  cars  in  which  the  white  men  and  ladies 
are  to  travel,  designated  for  that  purpose,  and  cars 
in  wliich  the  black  men  and  black  women  arc  to 


travel,  designated  for  that  purpose.  But  that  is  a 
matter  to  be  decided  as  between  these  two  classes. 
There  is  no  more  right  to  exclude  a  black  man 
from  a  car  designated  for  the  transportation  of 
white  persons  than  there  is  a  right  to  refuse  to 
transport  in  a  car  designated  for  black  persons 
white  men;  and  I  do  not  suppose  that  anybody 
will  contend — surely  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
will  not  contend — that  there  exists  any  power  in 
the  company  to  exclude  white  men  from  a  car 
because  the  company  have  appropriated  that  car 
for  the  general  transportation  of  black  passen- 
gers. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  could  wish,  very  sin- 
cerely wish,  that  the  difference  between  these  two 
races  could  for  a  moment  be  forgotten,  and  the 
Senate  could  be  brought  to  devote  itself  more  ex- 
clusively to  the  actual  business  of  the  country 
which  involves  issues  touching  at  the  very  life  of 
the  nation.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  am  accurate,  but 
I  think  that  at  least  one  half  of  the  business  of 
the  session,  as  far  as  the  Senate  is  concerned,  has 
been  taken  up  by  debating  the  respective  rights 
of  these  two  classes.  Now,  whether  a  white  man 
is  to  ride  in  a  black  car  if  he  think  proper  to  ride 
there — I  mean  in  a  car  with  black  passengers — 
or  whether  a  black  man  is  to  ride  in  a  car  appro- 
priated to  white  passengers,  is  a  matter  that  1  do 
not  think  touches  any  of  the  great  issues  which 
are  now  before  the  country.  I  do  not  see  that 
upon  any  ground  even  of  military  necessity  there 
is  any  occasion  for  the  continuance  of  a  debate  of 
this  description;  nor,  with  due  deference  to  the 
honorable  member  from  Massachusetts,  do  I  see 
why  it  is  necessary  to  provide  n^ore  special  guar- 
antees for  the  black  man  than  are  provided  for  the 
white  man.  If  the  black  man  is  improperly  ex- 
cluded from  one  of  these  cars,  as  the  committee 
who  had  the  subject  before  them  on  a  former  oc- 
casion held,  he  has  the  right  to  go  to  the  courts 
and  seek  his  remedy  there,  and  the  white  man  has 
no  greater  right.  Jf  that  is  the  object  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  they  are  both  in  that 
respect  upon  an  exact  equality;  their  rights  (pro- 
vided the  opinion  which  I  entertain  be  the  correct 
opinion)  are  the  same,  and  the  remedies  which  the 
law  furnishes  for  a  violation  of  such  rights,  under 
which  they  can  obtain  a  redress  for  all  the  con- 
sequences attending  such  a  violation,  are  equally 
open  to  them  as  they  are  open  to  the  white  man. 

The  honorable  Senator  might  justas  well,  if  he 
carries  the  idea  to  which  he  is  so  much  devoted, 
apparently,  to  its  legitimate  extest — I  do  not  say 
that  it  would  not  be  proper — propose  to  pass  a 
law  providing  that  these  black  men  and  black  wo- 
men shall  have  the  same  right  to  visit  the  presi- 
dential mansion  on  public  occasions  as  the  white 
men  and  the  white  women.  The  presidential 
house  is  as  much  a  public  place,  furnished  for  the 
use  of  the  public,  as  is  one  of  these  cars.  It  is  the 
business  of  the  President  to  see  the  public  when 
it  does  not  interfere  with  his  other  duties.  It  is 
his  business  to  give  an  interview  to  everybody 
who  thinks  proper  to  approach  him;  and  from 
the  beginning  of  the  Government  to  the  present 
time,  days  have  been  set  apartin  which  the  doors 
have  been  thrown  open  and  everybody  is  per- 
mitted to  go  and  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  or  upon  other  occasions 
to  go  in  and  lay  his  complaints  in  the  form  of  pe- 
titions before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
If  the  honorable  member,  therefore,  thinks  it  ne- 
cessary to  guard  by  special  provision  this  partic- 
ular class  of  citizens  so  as  to  secure  them  abso- 
lutely in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  which  the 
white  men  enjoy  practically  and  by  law,  let  him 
propose  a  bill  saying  that  upon  all  public  occa- 
sions when  the  President  is  receiving  company, 
the  black  men  and  the  black  women  are  to  be  re- 
ceived on  the  same  terms  with  the  white  men  and 
the  white  women. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  one  thing  that  cannot 
be  done.  Gentlemen  may  talk  as  sentimentally 
as  they  think  proper,  and  as  they  no  doubt  feel; 
for  when  the  mind  runs  upon  a  particular  topic 
and  wishes  to  come  to  a  particular  conclusion 
upon  it,  it  sees  nothing  that  stands  in  the  way  of 
that  conclusion.  If  gentlemen  are  anxious  to 
bring  about  absolute  equality,  not  under  the  law 
alone,  not  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  equal 
rights  under  the  law,  but  that  equality  which 
seems  now  to  be  sought  after,  social  equality,  po- 
litical equality,  they  will  find,  I  think,  in  the  end 
that  there  will  be  obstacles  in  the  public  judgment 
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that  they  will  be  unable  to  resist,  and  before 
which  they  will  be  unable  perhaps  to  stand  at  some 
future  day. 

The  Senate  are  not  to  be  told — we  all  know  it — 
that,  whether  wisely  or  unwisely,  whether  hu- 
manely or  otherwise,  there  is  by  white  men  and 
by  white  women,  as  a  general  thing — it  is  not 
universal — a  preference,  when  the  question  of 
social  intercourse  is  concerned,  for  white  men 
and  white  women;  and  I  believe  the  same  may 
be  said  of  the  other  class.  God  knows  I  have  no 
feeling  against  them,  and  never  have  had;  cer- 
tainly have  none  now.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
give  them,  and  shall  vote  for  every  measure  that 
may  be  deemed  necessary  toaccomplish  thatend, 
all  the  rights  necessary  to  enable  them  to  be  pro- 
tected in  life  and  property.  But  when  we  come 
to  the  question  of  political  rights  and  social  en- 
joyment, there  are  other  considerations  that  en- 
ter into  such  inquiries.  Nature  has  deeply  fixed 
in  the  heart  what  may  be  called  a  prejudice  or  not 
as  gentlemen  think  proper.  If  it  be  a  prejudice — 
if  it  be  not  irreligious  so  to  say — it  is  a  prejudice 
that  comes  from  our  Creator;  a  preference  on  our 
part  for  the  society  of  those  whom  we  deem  God 
has  created  our  equals. 

Now,  I  remember,  and  it  must  be  fresh  in  the 
recollection  of  the  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts— I  do  not  think  I  can  be  mistaken  in 
my  recollection — I  remember  that  when  Major 
General  Dix,  who  was  at  that  time  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  department  including  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, was  overburdened  with  these  "  contrabands" 
who  were  coming  to  the  post  and  claiming  pro- 
tection, and  he  proposed  to  send  five  or  six  hun- 
dred of  them  to  Massachusetts,  the  Governor  of 
that  State  refused  to  receive  them,  on  the  ground, 
1  think,  that  he  thought  the  climate,  would  not 
agree  with  them.  If  it  be  so,  and  I  do  not  say  it 
is  not  so — I  will  not  dispute  such  high  authority 
as  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts — that  of  itself 
proves  that  there  is  a  natural  distinction  between 
the. two  races.  The  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  every  other  man  that  I  ever  saw 
from  Massachusetts  who  was  white,  looked  as  if 
the  climate  agreed  with  him;  and  if  there  be  any- 
thing in  the  climate  that  is  detrimental  to  this  par- 
ticular class,  it  only  proves  that  nature  has  made 
a  difference  between  us.  Let  us  not  try  to  im- 
prove upon  nature.  I  do  not  think  we  are  equal 
to  it. 

The  condition  of  this  class  is  now  such — I  dp 
not  mean  those  who  have  been  free  for  years — 
that  it  would  be  very  perilous,  as  I  think,  to  adopt 
this  political  and  social  equality.  I  do  not  know 
how  many  have  escaped  from  the  South  where 
our  armies  have  gone;  but  I  suppose  hundreds  of 
thousands.  Thousands  and  thousands  are  here 
from  Virginia  and  from  the  other  slave  States. 
Are  they  fit  to  take  part  in  the  great^jolitical  ques- 
tions which  are  now  distracting  the  country  ?  Arc 
they  fit  companions  for  ourselves  and  our  wives 
and  our  daughters.'  The  question  is  not  whether 
they  can  be  fit,  not  whether  nature  has  not  en- 
dowed them  with  a  mental  capacity  equal  to  that 
of  the  white.  Upon  that  point  differences  of  opin- 
-ion  are  entertained.  I  have  seen  some  of  them 
who,  as  I  thought,  had  as  much  natural  capacity 
as  any  white  man  I  ever  saw;  but  apparently 
those  instances  were  exceptions. 

But  however  that  may  be,  one  thing  is  certain, 
and  he  who  has  eyes  to  see  must  have  seen  it, 
that,  speakingofthose  who  havejustescaped  from 
slavery,  they  are  not  the  people  to  exercise  the 
elective  franchise  and  to  mix  in  society  with  the 
educated  classes  of  which,  and  from  which,  the 
public  councils  of  the  country  should  always  be' 
composed  and  taken.  Just  imagine  some  five  or 
six  or  more  of  them  holding  a  balance  of  power 
in  this  Senate,  having  seats  in  this  body,  and  any 
of  the  great  topics  were  presented  for  discussion 
and  for  action.  How  would  you  manipulate  them 
so  as  to  get  them  to  go  with  either  party?  By 
reason.?  No;  they  know  not  what  it  is, except  to 
a  very  limited  degree.  By  persuasion.?  Yes.  Per- 
suasion, founded  upon-  what,  and  appealing  to 
what.'  Founded  upon  ignorance,  and  appealing 
to  ignorance.  It  might  happen  that  the  vote  of 
one  of  these  men,  if  not  bereft  of  reason,  bereft 
of  all  the  qualities  fitted  for  this  Chamber,  would 
outweigh,  or  weigh  at  least  as  much  as  the  opinion 
and  the  vote  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. What  would  he  think  if  a  measure 
was  carried  by  a  vote  of  that  description  as  against 


his  own  intelligent  voice?  Would  he  think  the 
country  was  benefited  ? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  With  the  Senator's  permis- 
sion I  will  state  that  I  remember  that  when  I  first 
came  into  the  Senate,  Hon.  John  Bell,  well  known 
to  the  Senator,  told  me  that  he  was  first  chosen 
into  public -life  by  the  votes  of  free  negroes. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  mtiy  be,  but  I  suppose 
he  had  some  white  votes. 

Mr.CONNESS.  They  made  a  very  bad  choice. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  will  not  say  that.  The 
Senator  from  California  may  be  right,  perhaps; 
but  that  would  not  prove  that  they  were  particu- 
larly fitted  for  the  elective  franchise.  Have  you 
got  any  other  instance  that  illustrates  their  capa- 
city for  the  public  service?  If  you  have  you  had 
better  bring  it  out. 

I  know,  and  I  have  said  it  more  than  once,  that 
some  of  this  class  are  educated,  very  well  edu- 
cated. Many  of  them  born  free  have  had  a  suffi- 
cient education  to  learn  to  read  and  to  write,  and 
learning  the  elements  of  education  they  have  be- 
come superior  men.  One  of  them  was  employed 
in  Maryland  in  surveying  several  of  our  boundary 
lines.  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  particularly,  and 
some  of  the  calculations  made  on  that  occasion, 
astronomical  as  well  as  mathematical  in  the  higher 
sense,  were  made  by  a  black  Maryland  man  who 
had  been  a  slave.  I  am  far  from  saying  that  be- 
cause a  man  is  black,  or  because  he  is  a  slave,  his 
mind  is  not  just  as  good  as  the  mind  of  any  other 
man;  but  what  I  mean  to  say  is  this,  (and it  was 
illustrated  in  that  case,)  that  notwithstanding  his 
extraordinary  mental  ability  and  his  great  culti- 
vation of  it,  there  existed  still  in  that  impression 
which  seems  to  be  the  impression  of  nature,  a 
prejudice  which  kept  that  man  from  the  table  of 
the  white  men  who  thoroughly  esteemed  him, 
and  by  whom  he  was  surrounded. 

Let  me  refer  to  this  idea  of  social  equality  in 
another  aspect,  and  I  shall  do  so  certainly  with 
no  invidious  purpose.  There  may  be  some  few 
men  deranged  enough  to  be  willing  logo  to  thatex- 
tent  butlamsure  thatno  white  educated  man  in  the 
United  States  could  be  induced  to  contract  a  con- 
tract of  marriage  with  a  black  woman.  He  could 
still  lessbe  willing  to  see  any  white  woman,  bound 
to  him  by  any  of  those  ties  which  bind  woman  to 
man  in  the  domestic  circle,  contract  that  contract 
with  a  black  man.  He  would  hide  his  head  in 
very  shame,  and  his  life  would  be  imbittered  to 
its  very  end  if  he  could  see  the  daughter  of  his 
heart  wedded  to  a  man  of  that  description,  and  a 
progeny  growing  up  the  result  of  that  marriage. 
He  would  feel  that  to  him  it  would  be  a  kindness 
to  take  his  life,  because  such  a  measure  to  him 
would  be  infinitely  worse  than  a  calamity  of  that 
description.  A  man  can  meet  death,  if  he  be  a 
man,  ina  just  cause,  without  feeling  even  the  sens- 
ation of  fear;  but  no  man  can  meet  a  calamity 
such  as  I  suppose  that  would  be  felt  by  every  man, 
with  anything  but  a  continued,  trembling,  anx- 
ious, depressing,  harassing,  crushing  fear. 

It  may  be  in  the  providence  of  Heaven  that 
in  some  hundreds  of  years  the  problem  which  is 
now  before  us,  of  social  and  political  equality, 
may  be  solved,  particularly  the  first;  butasitis, 
as  we  now  are,  he  who  hopes  to  see  it  solved  so 
as  to  produce  at  once  such  equality,  sins,  as  I 
think,  against  all  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  wars, 
as  I  believe,-  against  all  the  natural  feelings  of  the 
human  race. 

1  conclude,  Mr.  President,  by  saying  that  I 
trust  upon  reflection  the  honorable  member  from 
Massachusetts  will  see  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  his  amendment.  I  think  a  majority  if  not  all 
the  members  of  the  Senate,  with  the  exception  of 
the  honorable  member  from  Delaware,  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  if  you  pass  the  bill  without 
the  amendment,  these  people  will  have  just  as 
much  right  to  go  into  the  cars  as  they  will  have 
if  the  amendment  be  adopted.  Besides,  I  think 
it  invites  a  certain  class  or  certain  parties  to  bring 
about  difliculties  which  the  peace  of  society  re- 
quires should  be  avoided,  if  possible.  The  learned 
surgeon  who  holds  a  commission  in  the  Army  is 
the  only  one  I  have  heard  of  who  has  complained 
of  the  supposed  misconduct  of  the  present  rail- 
road company.  He  got  upon  the  cars,  and  his 
ejection  gave  rise  to  the  former  discussion.  He 
went  into  the  Supreme  Court,  and  he  gave  rise  to 
some  inquiry  in  this  body  whether  the  Supreme 
Court  had  directed  him  to  be  turned  out.     He 


seems  anxious  to  be  a  martyr.  Now  provide  by 
law,  in  express  terms,  that  these  people  shall  ride 
in  these  cars,  giving  them  a  right,  a  positive  right 
which  you  do  not  give  to  the  white  man,  and  there 
may  be  a  good  many  Dr.  Augustas,  and  we  may 
have  trouble. 

And  what  is  it  all  for?  It  is  a  mere  matter  of 
taste  on  the  part  of  these  black  people  or  white 
people.  I  should  have  no  objection  to  ride  in  a 
car  with  them,  provided  they  were  clean;  and  I 
have  just  as  much  objection  to  sitting  alongside 
of  a  dirty  white  man  as  to  sitting  alongside  of  a 
dirty  black  man.  But  we  know,  and  I  think  if 
honorable  members  will  consult  their  own  homes 
they  will  find,  that  there  is,  at  least  among  the  ladies 
from  the  North  who  are  from  time  to  time  in  the 
city  and  are  in  the  habit  of  using  the  cars,  just  as 
great  a  repugnance  to  traveling  in  the  cars  with 
that  description  of  people  as  is  to  be  found  in  any 
other  class  of  our  community.  We  of  the  South , 
because  the  institution  of  slavery  was  there,  have 
become  accustomed  to  them.  1  do  not  speak  of 
myself,  for  I  have  no  slaves,  and  I  never  had  any 
except  for  a  few  moments.  In  the  South  they 
are  a  part  of  our  fireside.  They  know  how  to 
behave  themselves.  They  are  treated  kindly  as 
a  general  rule,  very  kindly;  fed  as  well  as  their 
masters,  clothed  as  well  for  all  the  purposes  for 
which  clothing  is  really  needed.  They  do  not 
take  their  seats  at  the  table;  they  never  think  of 
such  a  thing;  yet  (ihey  have  been  as  happy  as  the 
day  is  long. 

I  am  glad  to  believe  that  the  time  is  coming 
when  the  institution  will  no  longer  exist  in  Mary- 
land; very  glad  to  know  that  it  is  coming,  and 
coming  speedily.  '  I  am  glad  to  know  it,  not  only 
because  from  the  first  I  have  thought  the  institu- 
tion an  evil  one,  but  because  with  reference  to  our 
own  State  and  the  latitude  in  which  we  are  and 
the  latitude  in  which  the  adjoining  States  are  to 
be  found,  slave  labor  is  the  dearest  we  can  have; 
and  from  a  full  conviction  of  the  correctness  of 
the  opinion  of  that  man  who  towers  so  much 
above  all  other  men  that  ever  trod  the  face  of  this 
earth — Washington.  In  a  letter,  in  1798  I  think, 
to  a  friend  of  his  in  Europe,  in  answer  to  an  in- 
quiry made  by  him  what  were  the  prices  of  land 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  Maryland,  and  in  Virginia, 
as  he  contemplated  purchasing  a  large  quantity  of 
land,  Washington  said  the  price  of  lands  in  and 
around  Philadelphia,  or  in  Pennsylvania  gener- 
ally, was  so  much,  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  dollars  an 
acre;  in  Maryland  a  great  deal  less;  in  Virginia 
a  great  deal  less;  and  in  his  opinion  it  was  to  be 
referred  almost  exclusively  to  the  existence  of  sla- 
very in  the  latter  States  and  its  )ion-existence  in 
the  former;  and  he  said  further,  that  he  believed 
it  was  not  only  the  duty  of  the  several  States  to 
put  an  end  to  the  institution,  but  that  he  thought 
it  would  soon  be  accomplished,  and  when  accom- 
plished Maryland, particularly  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Maryland,  and  the  corresponding  portions  of 
Virginia  which  lie  upon  the  water-courses,  would 
prove  to  be  the  garden  of  America. 

Of  the  soundness  of  that  opinion  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt.  But  this  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  getting  rid  of  the  institution,  as  we  are  now 
about  to  do.  It  is  practically  at  an  end  in  Vir- 
ginia. You  may  get  or  not  successfully  to  the  end 
of  this  rebellion;  but  whether  successful  or  not, 
I  say  the  day  has  gone  by  when  the  institution 
can  long  survive  as  it  has  been  living  in  the  past. 
It  may  not  be  actually  dead,  but  it  has  upon  it 
the  wound  of  death;  and  these  gentlemen  at  the 
South — many  of  whom  are  very  conscientious,  I 
have  no  doubt,  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  an  insti- 
tution to  be  preserved  instead  of  being  abolished 
— will  soon  find, in  the  judgmentof  Christeridom 
outside  of  their  own  limits  and  in  the  silent  influ- 
ence of  that  Christian  faith  wiiich  has  done  so 
much  to  humanize  society,  an  obstacle  to  its  con- 
tinuance which  no  power  of  man  can  much  longer 
restrain. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Mr.  President,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland  has  made  the  argument  which 
I  supposed  he, would  make;  and  notwithstanding 
the  high  source  from  which  that  argument  eman- 
ates, I  see  nothing  in  it  to  change  the  view  I  ex- 
pressed yesterday,  and  nothing,  in  fact,  to  justify 
any  extended  reply. 

The  question  at  issue  is  not  whether  the  rail- 
road company  in  Washington  is  bound  to  sup- 
ply all  proper  facilities  for  travel  to  all  classes  of 
persons,  because  I  admit  that;  but  the  question  ■ 
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ia,  doing  that  and  providing  all  necessary  accom- 
modations for  the  transmission  of  negroes  upon 
their  railroad,  are  they  bound  in  law  to  allow  the 
negroes  to  select  any  car  they  choose  in  wJiich  to 
ride?  Are  the  rights  and  the  privileges  of  the 
company  to  be  subject  to  the  overruling  power 
of  every  miserable  straggler  of  a  free  negro  who 
may  choose  to  visit  this  city?  Why,  sir,  such  a 
doctrine  as  that  was  never  advanced  until  very 
recent  days.  In  all  the  States  where  slavery  ex- 
isted, and  in  many  where  it  did  not  exist,  until 
these  glorious  days  the  blessings  of  which  we  are 
now  enjoying  arose,  it  was  universally  conceded 
that  railroad  companies,  steamboat  proprietors, 
coach  lines,  had  the  right  to  make  this  regulation. 
The  very  railroad  between  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton and  New  York  makes  its  own  regulations  in 
the  transmission  of  white  persons  with  reference 
to  the  class  of  cars  in  which  they  shall  ride,  and 
no  complaint  is  made.  Suppose  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maryland  wishes  to  go  from  Wash- 
ington to  Philadelphia,  and  lie  presumes  to  say 
that  he  will  ride  in  a  car  which  goes  to  New  York, 
he  is  met  by  some  person  connected  with  the 
cars,  possibly  by  a  soldier  with  a  bayonet,  and 
he  is  ()ointed  to  the  Philadelphia  cars,  and  he  is 
required  to  ride  in  them. 

But  the  Senatorfrom  Maryland  seems  to  think — 
at  least,  I  infer  so  from  his  remarks — thatan  action 
for  damages  would  accrue. to  any  negro  who  should 
be  excluded  from  any  particular  car  in  which  he 
chooses  to  ride,  or  to  a  white  man  who,  choosing 
to  ride  in  a  negro  car,  should  be  excluded  there- 
from. What  would  be  the  question  for  a  jury 
to  try  in  such  a  case  as  that  if  an  action  for  dam- 
ages were  brought?  Whether  or  not  sufficient 
accommodation  had  been  provided  for  the  trans- 
mission of  the  passenger  over  the  railway.  That 
would  be  the  only  question  involved  in  the  case. 
Claiming  damages,  he  must  show  wrong  and  in- 
jury done  of  a  substantial  character  by  not  having 
sufficient  facility  for  travel  over  the  railway.  Then 
suppose  the  company  were  to  show  by  witnesses 
at  the  bar  of  the  court  that  there  was  a  car  ready 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  white  man,  but  that 
he  chose  to  ride  among  negroes,  is  there  a  jury  in 
the  United  States — could  there  be  one  summoned 
in  the  United  States — that  would  say  that  inan 
had  sustained  loss  and  damage? 

The  company  have  the  right  to  make  regula- 
tions to  prevent  persons  laboring  under  disease 
from  riding  in  their  railroad  cars.  I  suppose  that 
will  not  be  denied.  Why  is  that?  Because  it 
might  be  dangerous  to  other  passengers.  They 
may,  as  I  apprehend,  make  regulations  for  the 
exclusion  from  certain  cars  of  persons  whose  sit- 
uation at  the  time  is  not  such  as  to  render  them 
proper  and  fit  associates  for  other  persons  in  the 
cars;  and  how  i.s  that  fact  to  be  ascertained?  By 
the  judgment  of  those  who  ride  upon  the  cars. 
Does  any  one  believe  that  to  allow  negroes  to  ride 
upon  the  city  cars  would  be  pleasant  to  any  very 
considerable  portion  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen 
of  the  capital  ?  Does  any  one  believe  that  by  al- 
lowing them  to  ride  upon  the  cars  the  interests  of 
the  company  would  not  be  seriously  affected  ?  If 
the  interests  of  the  company  would  be  seriously 
affected  by  allowing  them  to  ride  in  the  cars  with 
white  people,  wliether  that  arises  from  what  some 
may  consider  prejudice  or  whether  it  arises  from 
what  I  believe  to  be  reason  and  good  sense  and 
good  taste  on  the  part  of  the  white  people,  would 
not  that  be  a  sufficient  justification,  upon  a  trial 
between  a  negro  and  the  company,  to  justify  the 
company  in  placing  them  in  other  cars,  provided 
tiiose  other  cars  were  sufficient  for  their  accom- 
modation? 

But,  sir,  I  will  notextend  my  remarks  in  refer- 
ence to  the  negro  question  in  this  case.  I  do  not 
believe  with  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  how- 
ever, in  the  conclusion  tjiat  slavery  is  dead.  I 
never  wi.sh  tosee  it  diecvcn  in  the  little  State  where 
I  live,  though  we  have  no  slaves  there  to  mnke 
it  any  consideration  to  us  in  a  pecuniary  poiiitof 
view.  Born  in  a  slave  State,  seeing  none  of  the 
great  injuries  arising  from  that  institution  which 
seem  to  be  so  patent  to  the  vision  of  men  now,  I 
desire  to  close  my  eyes  under  the  snine  influences 
and  institutions  under  which  they  were  opened. 
If  there  were  not  a  slave  within  our  Slate,  I  siill 
nhould  want  a  slave  code  to  keep  out  your  inter- 
meddling negroes  who  wish  to  associate  on  terms 
of  equality  and  to  ride  in  railroad  car.s  and  other 
pubuc  convcyuiiccfi  with  white  people. 


Sir,  the  finger  of  God  Almighty  has  drawn  the 
distinction  between  the  races,  and  abolitionism 
is  infidelity;  it  is  a  war  upon  the  ordinances  of 
God's  providence,  aiid  it  emanates  from  and  ex- 
ists among  a  people  less  orthodox  in  religious 
cncd  than  any  other  portion  of  the  United  States. 
There  is  no  '♦  ism  "of  the  moderir  days  which  has 
eversprungupinaslaveholdingState.  Woman 's- 
rightsism,  spiritualism,  and  every  other  ism,  to- 
gether with  abolitionism,  have  their  origin  in  a 
locality  where  .«ilavery  is  more  distasteful  than  it 
is  in  other  localities,  but  not  among  apeople  who 
are  more  kindly  disposed  to  the  negro  race  or  who 
treat  them  more  kindly  when  among  them.  Sir, 
for  slavery  itself  I  care  not.  It  is  only  the  influ- 
ences and  the  spirit  of  abolitionism  that  I  dread, 
and  that  Iwish  to  be  free  from.  But,  sir,  these 
latter  remarks  are  not  pertinent  to  the  matter  be- 
fore the  Senate,  and  therefore  I  will  not  pursue 
them  further. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  the  question 
before  the  Senate  is  very  simple;  it  is  as  plain  as 
one  of  the  ten  commandments;  but  the  Senator 
from  Maryland,  with  that  nimbleness  of  speech 
which  belongs  to  him,  while  undertaking  to  dis- 
cuss it,  has  ranged  over  a  very  extensive  field. 
He  has  treated  the  Senate  to  a  discourse  on  almost 
every  subject  and  something  else  also:  the  elec- 
toral franchise,  social  privileges  at  the  presiden- 
tial mansion,  tlie  equality  of  races,  the  intermar- 
riage of  different  races,  the  state  of  slavery  in 
Maryland,  also  in  some  other  States,  and  then  the 
state  of  slavery  generally.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not 
propose  to  follow  the  Senator  on  any  of  those 
topics.  My  desire  is  to  bring  the  discussion  to 
the  precise  point  in  issue.  1  think  the  Senate 
will  then  be  the  sooner  prepared  to  vote. 

But  the  Senator  from  Maryland  will  allow  me 
to  remind  him  that  he  seemed  to  exhibit  in  what 
he  said  a  rare  inconsistency:  first,  so  far  as  he 
declared  the  absolute  right  under  the  statute  of  col- 
ored people  to  a  seat  in  the  cars,  and  then  went 
on  to  argue  that  on  every  consideration  of  so- 
cial life  and  of  principle  they  ought  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  any  such  privilege.  The  two  parts  of 
his  argument  did  not  go  together.  If  colored  peo- 
ple have  the  legal  right  to  enter  these  cars,  why 
does  the  Senator  argue  that  they  ought  not  to  have 
that  right?  I  agree  with  the  Senator  in  the  first 
argument.  They  have  the  legal  right  to  enter 
these  cars,  and  the  proprietors  are  trespassers 
when  they  undertake  to  exclude  them.  On  that 
])oint  I  agreed  with  the  Senator  the  other  day.  To 
my  mind  it  is  clear,  because  any  other  conclusion 
authorizes  a  corporation  to  establish  a  caste,  of- 
fensive to  religion  and  humanity,  injurious  to  a 
whole  race  now  dwelling  among  us,  and  bring- 
ing shame  upon  our  country. 

Now,  the  Senator  asks  why,  as  I  agreed  the 
other  day  to  this  conclusion,  do  I  bring  forward 
the  present  proposition  ?  To  this  there  are  two 
answers,  either, of  which  is  sufficient.  Thefirst 
is  that  in  the  last  railroad  statute  wliich  we  have 
passed  this  provision  has  been  introduced,  and  I 
liave  never  heard  of  any  complaint  or  trouble  from 
it.  Let  us  in  the  one  now  before  us  introduce  it 
also,  and  make  the  two  uniform.  That  is  one 
reason.  But  the  better  reason  is  that  while,  be- 
yond all  question,  colored  persons  have  the  legal 
rightunder  the  statute,  even  without  this  amend- 
ment, yet  that  legal  right  has  been  called  in  ques- 
tion. In  point  of  fact  they  are  excluded  from  the 
cars.  The  Senatorfrom  Maryland  refers  to  one 
case  because  it  had  become  well  known.  I  have 
known  of  a  great  many  other  cases.  Indeed,  they 
are  brought  to  my  attention  almost  daily.  There 
is  then  an  abuse  at  this  moment  by  the  exclu- 
sion of  colored  persons  from  these  cars.  They 
are  kept  out  of  their  rights.  And  permit  me  to 
say  we  cannot  afford  at  this  crisis  of  our  history 
to  sanction  ir.justice.  Every  such  act  rises  in 
judgment  against  us  and  hangs  on  the  move- 
ment of  our  armies,  checking  even  the  currents  of 
victory. 

The  Senator  admits  iheir  rights;  but  he  says 
let  them  go  to  the  courts.  Sir,  what  is  that  for  a 
poor,  humble  person,  without  mcansaiid  without 
(consideration?  The  Senator  knows  something  of 
the  law's  delay  and  the  law's  expense;  and  I  ask 
him  whether  it  is  right  to  subject  this  oppressed 
people  to  this  additional  oppression,  when  by  a 
fv.w  words  Congress  now  in  session  can  remove 
thedifficully  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Will  the  Senator  iiennit  niu 


to  ask  him  a  question  by  way  of  reply?  Sup- 
pose the  amendment  is  adopted,  if  it  willnotgivc 
them  a  greater  right  than  they  have  now,  and  the 
company  refuse  to  let  them  enjoy  the  right,  what 
is  their  remedy?  They  must  go  to  the  courts.  I 
suppose  there  is  no  other  remedy.  You  do  not 
provide  that  the  charter  shall  be  forfeited  at  once. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  know  very  well  that  then 
they  may  in  the  last  resort  be  obliged  to  go  to  the 
courts;  but  I  know  that  it  will  be  more  difficult 
for  the  company  to  exclude  them  in  the  face  of  a 
positive  statute  than  when  their  rights  are  simply 
founded  on  inference.  The  positive  words  which 
I  propose  leave  no  loop-house  for  doubt.  They 
must  be  obeyed. 

There  is  nothing  more  common  in  legislation 
than,  where  there  is  a  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of 
a  statute  or  of  the  common  law,  to  provide  against 
any  mischief  from  it  by  what  is  well  known  as  a 
"declaratory"  statute.  I  have  in  my  hands  a 
v/ork  of  authority,  whicli.  the  Senator  knows  well, 
Dwarris  on  Statutes,  from  which  I  read  these 
words: 

"And  first,  of  declarator)'  acts.  These  are  made  where 
the  old  custom  of  the  kingdom  is  almost  fallen  into  disuse 
or  become  disputable,  in  which  case  tlie  Pailinmcnt  has 
thought  proper,  injterpetmim  reitcsthnomum,  and  for  avoid- 
ing all  doubts  and  difficulties,  to  declare  what  the  common 
law  is  and  ever  liath  been." 

Are  not  these  words  completely  applicable  to 
the  case  before  us?  What  should  be  the  custom 
here  is,  according  to  these  words,  "  almost  fallen 
into  disuse,"  or  "become  disputable."  I  say, 
therefore,  again,  folio  wing  these  words, "for  avoid- 
ing all  doubts  and  difficulties,"  it  belongs  to  Con- 
gress "  to  declare  whKt  the  law  of  the  land  is." 

Again ,  in  another  place,  this  same  writer,  speak- 
ing still  further  of  declaratory  statutes,  says: 

"Acts  to  explain  laws  are  properly  acts  of  interpretation 
by  legislative  authority,  or,  to  Iwrrow  an  expression  from 
the  writers  on  the  Roman  law,  they  arc  acts  of  aulhcnlic 
interpretation." 

I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land to  the  expression,  "  they  are  acts  oi authen- 
tic interpretation."  Now,  sir,  what  I  desire  on  this 
occasion  is  that  the  Senate  shall  give  an  authentic 
interpretation  to  the  law  on  this  question.  In 
order  to  do  this  it  is  not  needful  to  range  over  the 
whole  field  of  history,  of  morals,  or  of  politics,  as 
the  Senator  has  done,  or  to  discuss  the  question 
of  the  equality  of  races,  or  their  fortunes  in  the 
future;  but  it  is  enough  for  us  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  existing  abuse  which  passes 
every  day  under  our  own  eyes  in  the  streets  of 
this  capital,  and  then  to  apply  the  remedy.  There 
is  an  abuse,  beyond  all  question.  The  remedy 
proposed  is  simple,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  it  will 
be  effective. 

Listening  to  the  objections  wliich  this  measure 
has  encountered,  I  am  reminded  of  those  so  often 
brought  against  the  Wilmot  proviso.  Sometimes 
it  was  said  that  slavery  could  notgo  into  the  Ter- 
ritories without  positive  statute,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  prohibition  was  unnecessary.  But  it 
generally  happened  that  those  who  opposed  the 
positive  prohibition  were  indifferent  to  the  whole 
question.  No,  sir.  There  can  be  but  one  true 
rule  on  this  subject.  It  is  this:  let  the  rights  of 
colored  persons  be  placed  under  the  protection  of 
positive  statute,  and  let  their  oppressors  be  warned 
in  this  way  against  continued  outrage. 

Mr.CARLlLE.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senatorfrom 
Massachusetts  if,  in  any  act  incorporating  a  rail- 
road company  in  his  State,  any  provision  is  in- 
serted defining  the  character  of  the  people  who 
are  to  ride  in  the  cars? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  That  whole  question,  after 
much  discussion  in  Massachusetts,  has  been  set- 
tled by  legislation,  and  the  rights  of  every  col- 
ored person  are  placed  on  an  equality  with  those 
of  white  persons.  They  have  the  same  right  with 
white  persons  to  ride  in  every  public  conveyance 
in  the  Commonwealth.  It  was  done  by  positive 
legislation  twenty-one  years  ago. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  ought  not,  perhaps,  to  have 
acknowledge^  my  ignorance  on  that  point,  for  I 
could  easily  have  ascertained  the  fact  for  myself. 
But  what  is  the  number  of  colored  people  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts? 

Mr.  WILSON.  Between  eight  and  nine  thou- 
sand. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  lay  down  as  a  general  rule 
observed  by  all  States  in  the  incorporation  of  com- 
panies i^f  this  .';iiit,  to  leave  to  the  companies  thcm- 
uelveu  the  makin;'  and  er.'ablishingbf  certain  rules 
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and  rpgui;\iions  for  ihcir  own  governnictit.  Jt  is 
a  fad  known  to  every  gjpntlcinan  who  has  passed 
over  any  railroad  in  thu  United  States  that  v/hilc 
men  are  evc.ludcd  from  certain  cars  attached  to 
almost  every  train.  When  you  leave  this  city, 
unless  you  have  a  lady  with  you  you  are  turned 
away  from  the  car  which  is  reserved  for  ladies 
and  their  escorts.  These  rules  and  re<^ulations 
arc  made  by  the  companies,  and  it  i.s  to  l)e  pre- 
sumed thatihcywill  be  governed  by  ilieir  interest 
in  the  making  and  in  the  enforcement  of  them. 
So  far  as  1  am  advised  in  the  States  with  the  legis- 
lation of  which  on  this  subject  I  am  familiar,  it 
is  supposed  that  the  interestof  these  corporations 
will  govern  them.  They  are  said  by  Lord  Coke 
to  have  no  souls,  to  be  governed  exclusively  by 
their  irUerest;  and  if  a  drunkard,  a  man  intoxi- 
cated is  excluded  from  a  car,  or  if  a  person  is  ex- 
cluded from  a  car  l)ecause  he  is  of  a  different  color 
from  ourselves,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  that  ex- 
clusion is  caused  because  it  is  the  interest  of  the 
company  thus  to  exclude  the  individual. 

I  have  once  or  twice  in  my  life  been  in  the  great 
city  of  New  York.  I  am  not  at  all  familiar  with 
their  statutes;  but  I  have  seen  in  that  city  pre- 
cisely what  I  sec  every  day  in  this  city,  cars  hav- 
ing printed  upon  them  the  words,  "colored  per- 
sons admitted  in  this  car."  1  presume  that  any 
railroad  company  in  this  city  would  have  as  good 
a  right  to  print  upon  its  car,  "  white  persons  are 
excluded  fronn  this  car,"  as  they  have  to  print 
"colored  persons  are  excluded  from  this  car," 
!\nd  1  have  no  doubt  that  they  would  do  so  if  they 
should  find  it  to  be  their  interest  to  do  so. 

I  think,  therefore,  acting  upon  the  experience 
of  the  past  and  judging  from  the  action  of  the 
States  in  relation  to  such  companies,  with  the  sin- 
gle exception  of  the  State  of  iVlassachusetts — and 
we  are  told  there  are  but  some  nine  thousand  ne- 
groes in  the  whole  State,  and  I  suppose  neither 
of  the  Senators  from  Massachusetts  has  very  often 
seen  in  the  city  of  Boston  a  negro  riding  in  a  street 
car 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Always.  I  doubt  whether  I 
have  entered  a  car  there  without  seeing  one. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  They  have  been  attracted  to 
that  car  by  the  fact  that  they  have  seen  the  Sena- 
tor get  into  it.  [Laughter.]  I  have  no  doubt  that 
is  the  fact;  and  it  was  from  a  desire  to  be  as  near 
as  possible  to  a  distinguished  personage  who  had 
rendered  himself  famous  not  only  in  his  own  coun- 
try but  throughout  the  whole  civilized  world,  in 
advocating  the  interests  of  these  "  down-trodden 
people."  1  thinkit  would  be  bctterforus  to  leave 
this  subject  where  it  has  been  left  by  the  expe- 
rience of  the  past.  If  any  person  is  excluded, 
wiicther  a  white  man  or  a  black  man,  from  riding 
in  any  car,  the  courts  of  the  country  are  open  to 
him.  If  he  is  entitled  so  to  ride,  he  has  his  remedy, 
and  it  will  be  given  to  him. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Mr.  President,  railroad 
companies  have  the  right  to  make  regulations  for 
the  convenience  of  tlie  public,  not  for  their  incon- 
venience. No  railroad  company  would  have  a 
right  to  niakc  a  regulation  which  would  prevent 
any  person,  white  or  black, from  being  entitled  to 
a  seat  to  ride  upon  their  road;  but  they  may  make 
regulations  by  which  particular  seats  or  particu- 
lar cars  may  be  set  apart  for  particular  persons. 
Docs  any  man  in  hi.s  senses  doubt  that  a  railroad 
company  has  the  I'igiit  lo  say  that  only  ladies, and 
gentlemen  who  travel  with  them,  shall  lake  seats 
in  one  car,  while  gentlemen  without  ladies  shall 
not  take  iheirseats  in  thatcar,  if  the  railroad  com- 
pany at  thu  same  lime  furnish  a  car  which  docs 
contain  seals  in  which  genllemen  can  ride.'  There 
is  no  doubt  about  the  law  on  the  suijject;  and  the 
man  greatly  deceives  himself  who  supposes  that 
this  power  does  not  exist  in  the  railroad  com- 
panies. 

Taife  my  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts. 
He  does  not  usually  travel  with  a  lady;  he  travels 
by  himself.  Suppose  ihat  he  goes  down  to  the 
depot  here,  and  he  walks  along  up  to  that  car  in 
which  ladies  and  gentlemm  are  seated  together, 
and  step.-3  upon  the  platform;  he  finds  himself  met 
by  a  yoiuig  gentleman  at  the  door  of  the  car  say- 
ing, "  My  dear  sir,  there  is  the  car  for  gentlemen 
that  ride  without  ladies;  those  who  ride  without 
ladie.s  cannot  come  into  this  car."  Is  that  tram- 
plingon  his  rights.?  Is  that  denying  him  any  riirht 
10  which  he  is  cntilleil  because  he  has  purchased 
a  ticket.'  JNol  at  all.  It  i.s  a  simple  rejiuhition 
for  the  convenience  of  passengers  that  ladies  rid- 


ing in  the  cars  over  the  great  thoroughfare  be- 
tween here  and  New  York  may  with  their  escorts 
occupy  acar  by  themselves,  whilegentlemen  with- 
out ladies  shall  ride  in  another  car.  Tiu;n  the 
smoking  gentlemen,  who  are  to  be  found  every- 
where, have  a  car  set  aside  for  them,  called  the 
smoking  car,  and  I  believe  on  some  trains  there 
is  v/liat  they  call  a  refreshment  car  in  which  cer- 
tain other  gentlemen  are  admitted.  All  this  is  a 
matter  of  regulation  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public. 

In  the  State  where  I  live  the  railroad  cars  are 
not  as  much  crowded  as  they  are,  perhaps,  be- 
tween here  and  the  city  of  New  York;  and  yet 
they  adopt  the  same  regulation.  There  are  cer- 
tain cars  set  apart  for  ladies  riding  with  gentle- 
men, and  other  cars  into  which  gentlemen  without 
ladies  go.  Now  the  point,  in  my  opinion,  is  this; 
this,  1  think,  is  the  law  of  the  case:  a  railroad 
company  is  bound  to  furnish  a  seat  to  every  man 
who  purchases  a  ticket  and  asks  for  a  scat.  If 
they  are  public  carriers  for  public  convenience, 
they  are  bound  to  furnish  a  seat,  and  they  are 
bound  to  furnish  it  in  a  reasonable  time  and  in  a 
reasonable  manner,  and  a  good  seat,  and  that  is 
all  they  are  bound  to  do;  and  in  a  community 
where  nearly  half  the  population  are  colored  peo- 
ple and  the  other  half  of  the  population  are  white 
people,  if  it  is  for  the  convenienceof  the  traveling 
public  that  cars  should  be  separated,  and  seats  for 
colored  persons  provided  in  one  car  and  seats  for 
white  persons  in  another,  there  is  nothing  iti  it  that 
tramples  on  anybody 's  rights;  nothing  which  does 
not  serve  the  convenience  of  the  public. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  is  entirely  unnecessary. 
I  shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate,  but  cer- 
tainly I  sjiall  not  vote  for  the  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pomeroy 
in  the  chair.).  The  question  is  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  As  the  Senate  is  to  divide  on 
this  question,  and  the  bill  comes  from  a  commit- 
tee of  which  I  am  a  member,  and  I  had  some- 
ihitig  to  do  with  presenting  it  to  the  Senate,  I  feci 
called  upon  to  say  a  few  words. 

The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts has  borrowed  an  importance  from  the 
discussion  which  I  am  sure  it  had  not  in  the  be- 
ginning, tdo  not  consider  that  it  adds  to  the  au- 
thority or  the  legal  force  of  the  bill.  The  bill  is 
just  as  strong  to  protect  the  rights  of  all  persons 
who  are  to  be  transported  over  this  road  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  bill  without  the  amendment  as 
with  it.  So  far  as  the  legal  rights  of  the  persons 
who  are  to  be  accommodated  by  this  road  are 
concerned  it  adds  nothing. 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  on 
former  occasions  had  this  identical  subject  before 
them,  and  considered  it  somewhat  at  large;  and 
the  honorable  Senator  from  West  Virginia  [Mr. 
Willey]  made  a  report  upon  it  in  which  the  opin- 
ion— I  believe  the  unanimous  opinion — of  the 
committee  was  stated;  and  that  was,  that  as  a  mat- 
ter of  law,  under  the  former  charter  and  under 
this  one,  which  is  a  transcript  of  it,  there  is  no 
doubt  at  all  as  to  what  the  law  is;  that  both  roads 
become  common  carriers;  that  it  is  simply  a  ques- 
tion of  passengers;  that  any  man  who  is  a  pas- 
senger has  a  right  to  go  upon  the  road,  and,  pay- 
ing his  fare,  they  have  no  right  to  discriminate 
against  him  either  on  account  of  his  color,  or  llie 
length  of  his  nose,  or  the  cut  of  his  hair.  As  a 
question  of  public  decency  they  would  have  a 
right  to  say  whether  an  infected  man,  or  an  in- 
toxicated man,  or  a  man  who,  by  his  manners 
or  condition  had  oflended  against  public  decency 
should  travel  on  the  road  or  t)ot.  But  upon  no 
other  conceivable  g-round  whatever  would  this 
company  have  a  right  to  say  that  a  man  demean- 
ing himself  properly,  and  paying  his  fare,  should 
nothave  a  right  to  a  seat  in  the  cars.  It  is  there- 
fore clear  atid  well  settled  both  as  a  matter  ot 
lavv  and  as  a  matter  of  right. 

Now,  as  to  the  question  of  remedy,  does  the 
amendment  change  It .?  Docs  it  add  to  it  in  the 
least.'  F  do  not  see  that  it  does.  What  is  the 
remedy  now.'  It  is  the  ordinary  remedy.  The 
i(^tncdy  of  the  colored  person  is  precisely  the 
romeily  ol'  any  other  piMsoii  who  is  denied  the 
privileges  of  the  cars.     Su|ipose  a   man   insists 


upon  getting  on  one  of  these  curs  with  a  market- 
basket  in  his  hand,  which  of  itself  is  offensive. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     They  do  it  every  day. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Thatis  true;  they  do;  butthe 
Senator  per ha|)s  knows  that  they  are  positively  ex- 
cluded from  some  of  the  cars,  and,  1  insist  upon  it, 
are  very  pro  (lerly  excluded.  It  is  an  offense  against 
public  decency  that  they  should  do  it  in  the  man- 
ner I  have  observed  it.  I  find,  however,  that  ihc 
persons  who  make  such  loud  complaints  against 
persons  of  color  entering  the  cars  are  perfectly 
quiet  when  neighbors  to  these  persons  who  as  to 
personal  cleanliness  are  offensive,  and  who  are 
accompanied  in  this  way. 

1  repeat,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  a  question  of 
remedy,  because  the  same  remedy  is  open  to  the 
colored  person  that  is  open  to  any  other;  and  what 
is  that.'  A  resortto  the  law;  aresort  to  the  courts 
of  law.  It  so  happens  that  the  courts  of  law  in 
this  District  are  open,  and  under  the  legislation 
of  this  and  the  former  Congress  they  are  accessi- 
ble to  this  class  of  persons.  There  is  no  presump- 
tion against  these  persons  in  law  anywhere  in  this 
District.  They  are  allowed  their  oaths.  1  sug- 
gest therefore  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts that  the  law  is  clear,  the  right  is  un- 
questionable, and  the  remedy  is  ample.  That  was 
my  opinion;  and  that  was  the  reason  why  this 
bill  was  reported  without  this  provision.  Stand- 
ing thus,  1  thought  it  wiser  that  this  question, 
wliich  is  a  collateral  question,  and  one  that  must 
be  settled  in  some  other  way,  outside  of  Congress, 
whenever  it  is  settled,  should  not  be  mooted  on 
this  bill. 

But  the  Senator  from  Delaware  has  given  it  an 
importance  wliich  it  had  not  before;  for  he  rises 
here  and  denies  this  proposition.  He  maintains 
that  this  company  has  the  right  to  exclude  alto- 
gether from  their  cars  a  negro — to  which  word 
he  seems  to  give  a  great  deal  of  emphasis,  as  if 
he  would  speak  llie  seiitimcnlof  degradaiion  deep 
into  the  negro  character.  He  stands  alone  in  that, 
I  believe,  so  far  as,  anybody  has  spoken  on  the 
subject.  Pic  therefore  lends  an  importance  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Massachusetts. 

Exactly  on  this  point  I  desire  to  allude  toasin- 
gle  sentiment  that  fell  from  that  Senator  this  morn- 
ing, and,  I  believe,  also  on  yesterday.  He  seems 
to  impugn  the  motives  or  question  the  propriety 
or  the  good  taste  of  those  who  advocate  this  meas- 
ure. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  impugn  nobody's  mo- 
tives. 

Mr,  MORRILL.  The  honorable  Senator  said 
this  question  of  riding  in  cars  with  colored  people 
was  a  matter  of  taste,  and  he  would  say  to  us  that, 
in  his  judgment,  it  was  not  a  matter  of  good  taste 
to  make  provision  that  our  wives  and  daughters 
who  come  to  this  capital  shall  be  required  to  ride 
in  public  convcyanc(!s  with  persons  of  color. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  will  ask  the  Senator 
whether  I  have  not  the  right  to  express  my  opin- 
ions on  questions  of  taste  and  matters  of  taste 
without  being  charged  with  reflecting  on  the  mo- 
lives  of  others.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  L  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  Senator  reflected  on  the  motives  of  others; 
but  he  arriiigns  this  question  as  a  matter  of  taste, 
and  the  precise  matter  of  taste  which  is  obnox- 
ious to  him  and  which  he  animadverts  upon  is 
that  we  will  insist  upon  it  that  colored  persons 
shall  be  permitted  to  ride  in  the  cars  with  white 
])eoplc  in  this  city.  I  mean  nothing  personal  in 
what  I  am  about  to  say;  but  I  sufiposc  I  can 
state  a  case  that  will  not  be  olfensive  to  ihe  taste 
of  the  Senator  from  Delaware.  Jt  would  not  be 
offensive  as  a  iriatler  of  taste  to  the  Senator  (Voni 
Delaware  and  the  class  of  persons  of  whom  he  is 
the  representative  in  this  Chamber  to  ride  with  a 
colored  person  in  the  best  carriage  in  town,  pro- 
vided that  colored  person  wore  on  his  |terson  the 
badge  of  bondage.  You  nuiy  put  as  many  col- 
ored men  and  women  as  you  please  in  the  cars 
with  the  persons  who  make  this  argument,  and 
if  you  will  put  upon  them  the  badge  of  bondage 
and  servitude,  they  will  not  be  oflended  at  it.  It 
is  in  good  taste  to  do  that!  Nay,  sir,  you  may 
put  a  colored  man  or  woman  on  the  very  seat  by 
the  side  of  the  advocates  of  this  doctrine  of  taste, 
and  they  will  not  only  not  be  offended  at  it,  but 
will  be  jnoud  of  it,  so  long  as  the  badge  of  servi- 
tude and  bondage  is  apparent.  Why,  sir,  us  1 
came  up  town  the  other  day,  I  saw  an  exceed- 
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ingly  well-dressed  colored  man  riding  in  the  very 
seal  of  itonor,  while  the  white  man  sal  where  the 
driver  ordinarily  does  and  held  the  reins  and  the 
whi'p,  and  seemed  proud  that  he  held  the  "  rib- 
bons." 

I  might  say  to  the  honorable  Senator  that,  as  a 
(lueslion  of  taste,  I  feel  exceedingly  offended  at 
this  practice.  There  would  be  just  as  niuch  sense 
in  my  saying  that,  as  there  would  be  in  arraign- 
ing those'who  advocate  this  bill  for  a  want  of  good 
taste  in  saying  that,  as  regards  the  question  of 
abstract  right, acolored  man,bcingadecent  man, 
not  being  infected  with  any  contagious  disease  nor 
a  drunkard,  may  ride  in  the  public  conveyances  in 
this  city. 

The  Senator  assures  us  that  this  class  of  legis- 
lation tends  to  a  fatal  equality  of  the  races,  social 
and  political,  and  warns  the  Senate  that  in  our 
vain  attempts  to  free  and  elevate  four  million 
negroes,  we  are  doing  all  we  can  to  enslave  and 
degrade  thirty  million  white  people — the  supe- 
rior race.  The  logic  of  this  argument  or  rather 
this  assumption  is  twofold:  that  all  personswho 
ride  in  the  same  public  conveyance  are  thereby 
necessarily  put  upon  terms  of  social  and  political 
equality,  and  that  the  elevation  or  emancipation 
of  the  inferior  tends  to  the  degradation  of  the  su- 
perior race.  The  bare  statement  of  the  first  prop- 
osition is  its  refutation. 

All  classes  and  conditions  of  persons  and  of 
every  rank  and  degree  meet  in  the  public  streets, 
in  hotels,  railway  cars,  steamboats,  and  other 
public  cojiveyances  and  places,  and  no  question 
ever  arises  of  social  or  political  equality  from  such 
fact.  On  this  reasoning,  why,  tell  me,  is  not  the 
social  condition  of  master  and  slave  complete  and 
equal .'  They  ride  together  in  the  same  public  and 
private  conveyance  often ,  live  together  in  the  same 
house,  and  associate,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  in 
many  ways  tending,  one  would  think,  to  estab- 
lish the  relation  of  social  equality,  and  yet  it  is 
said  that  social  isolation  between  them  is  quite 
entire.  Sir,  it  is  not  a  question  of  social  or  po- 
litical equality,  or  the  fear  of  it,  that  offends  the 
Senatorand  those  of  whom  he  speaks;  it  is  not  a 
real  apprehension  that  the  negroes  will  be  made 
equal  in  these  respects.  It  is  a  question  of  free- 
dom, which  puts  the  slave  out  of  the  power  of  the 
master  and  beyond  his  control,  that  fills  this  Cham- 
ber with  the  lamentations  of- the  Senator  when 
questions  of  this  sort  arise  here. 

The  honorable  Senator  said  yesterday  that  this 
whole  question  of  the  regulation  of  the  intercourse 
or  relations  between  the  races  had  better  be  left 
to  the  gentlemanly  instincts  of  the  superior  race 
and  the  principles  of  Christianity.  lie  scouted 
the  idea  of  legislative  regulation.  Let  us  look  at 
that  idea  for  a  moment.  Suppose  I  accept  the 
proposition  and  leave  this  question  to  the  influ- 
ences of  that  Christianity  to  which  he  appeals. 
Assuming  now  that  the  Senator  is  desirous  to  learn 
the  teachings  of  Christianity  in  relation  to  his 
cherished  "  institution,"  and  willing  to  accept  its 
dealings  with  it  in  the  past  as  a  rule  of  conduct 
for  himself  and  those  for  whom  he  speaks  in  the 
present  and  for  the  future,  let  us  see  what  is  the 
record  of  that  Christianity  upon  the  subject.  What 
hag  been  the  course  of  Christianity  on  this  sub- 
ject for  the  last  three  or  four  centuries — nay,  sir, 
since  the  light  of  its  doctrines  first  dawned  upon 
the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth.'  Has  it  not 
been  abolition .'   Is  not  that  the  doctrine  it  taught.' 

Mr.  SA  ULSBURY.     I  do  not  think  so. 

iVIr.  IMOIIRILL.  Did  not  emancipation  ori- 
ginate in  the  Clnisiian  church  in  the  very  earliest 
ages  of  Christianity,  and  has  it  not  been  a  fun- 
damental and  cardinal  principle  of  the  Christian 
church  ever  since?  In  the  early  ages  of  the  church 
whenever  and  wherever  a  slave  adopted  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  his  master,  being  a  Christian  him- 
self, was  bound  to  manumit  him  by  the  rules  of 
the  church;  by  his  faith  he  was  emancipate  and 
free.  I'hat  doctrine  of  the  church  has  come  down 
to  the  present  hour,  and  under  the  influence  of 
that  and  similar  doctrines,  under  the  influence  of 
the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  slavery  has  disap- 
peared in  every  Christian  and  civilized  nation 
on  the  face  of  the  globe,  excepting  only  America; 
and,  God  be  praised,  America  is  not  long  to  be 
an  exce|)tion. 

Sir,  if  we  were  to  take  the  course  of  Christi- 
anity, to  which  the  Senator  would  refer  this  ques- 
tion, we  would  very  soon  be  free  of  all  these  diffi- 
culties  and   all    these   embarrasBing   qucntions. 


That  Christianity  to  which  he  refers,  and  which 
he  quoted  in  vindication  of  the  rightfulness  of 
slavery,  is  all  the  other  way.  Its  influence,  its 
presence,  its  liistory,  are  all  on  the  other  side, 
and  wherever  that  influence  has  prevailed  sla- 
very has  melted  away  and  disappeared  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth. 

Why,  sir,  the  spirit  of  Christianity  is  the  spirit 
of  freedom  and  brotherly  love,  and  where  these 
exist  there  is  perfect  liberty;  slavery  cannot  ex- 
ist. He  who  spake  as  never  man  spake  pro- 
claimed the  essential  brotherhood  of  the  race  and 
taught  the  great  lesson  that  to  do  unto  others  as 
ye  would  that  they  should  do  unto  you  was  the 
sum  of  practical  human  duty.  Where  the  influ- 
ence of  these  sublime  truths  of  Christianity  has 
been  fell  the  shackles  have  fallen  from  the  limbs 
of  the  bondman,  and  so  it  must  ever  be.  Chris- 
tianity is  an  inspiration  of  love  and  good-will  to 
man,  purifying,  elevating,  emancipating;  not  a 
law  offeree,  binding,  enthralling. 

Mr.  FOSTER.     Except  the  church  South. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Except  the  church  South. 
The  honorable  Senator  will  allow  me  to  say,  with- 
out intending  anylhing  personal  to  him,  that  the 
cliurch  South  is  the  school,  I  fancy, in  which  he 
has  studied  that  theology  of  which  he  has  spoken 
to-day. 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  other  influence  to  which 
the  honorable  Senator  would  leave  this  question — 
"  the  gentlemanly  instincts  of  the  superior  race." 
Under  the  influence  of  the  gentlemanly  instincts 
of  the  superior  race  what  has  been  the  history  of 
slavery  on  this  continent.'  Sir,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  lofty  patriotism  and  of  Christian  states- 
manship our  fathers  planned  and  set  this  Govern- 
ment in  motion  on  the  idea  of  universal  liberty; 
and  no  man  who  reads  the  history  of  the  country 
aright  can  deny  that  proposition.  That  was  the 
cardinal  and  fundamental  idea  upon  which  our 
Government  was  based,  and  through  which  it  was 
to  work  out  its  great  destination.  I  need  not  stop 
to  say  that  under  the  influence  of  that  sentiment 
and  those  doctrines  provision  was  made  for  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  They  taught  that 
slavery  was  a  sin,  a  great  crime  against  God  and 
against  man;  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  that 
liberty  which  they  had  sought  to  found  here. 
That  is  what  they  taught  us. 

But,  sir,  under  the  influence  of  the  gentlemanly 
instincts  of  the  superior  race  of  late  what  do  you 
find.'  Under  the  influence  of  those  instincts  sla- 
very has  come  to  be  cherished — cherished  as  a 
benefaction  to  the  race ;  cherished  as  a  great  social 
good;  cherished  as  the  corner-stone  upon  which 
you  are  to  rear  American  institutions,  the  corner- 
stone of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  When  the 
public  mind  in  the  South  adopted  that  sentiment 
of  course  it  became  at  war  with  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  Government;  and  it  had  only 
one  step  further  to  go, -and  that  it  has  taken.  It 
was  to  arm  against  the  Government  and  take  up 
arms  to  carry  out  these  sentiments  and  these  doc- 
trines. This  rebellion  is  the  legitimate  fruit  and 
the  logical  necessity  and  outgrowth  of  slavery,  and 
these  are  the  fruits  of  tlie  influence  of  the  gentle- 
manly instincts  of  the  race  applied  practically  to 
the  African  in  this  country. 

If  the  honorable  Senator  would  like  to  see  the 
influences  ofthis  gentlemanly  instinct  further  illus- 
trated, I  will  refer  him  to  the  tables  of  the  last  cen- 
sus, and  he  will  find  that  under  the  influence  of 
that  instinct,  of  four  million  "black"  men  and 
women  in  this  country,  half  a  million  are  mulat- 
tocs.  That  is  the  result  of  the  influence  of  the 
instincts  which  he  calls  gentlemanly,  but  which 
I  denominateanimal.  Will  that  Senator,  dare  he, 
rise  in  the  American  Senate,  in  this  the  nineteenth 
century  of  the  Christian  era,  and  as  an  American 
statesman.  Christian  statesman,  inculcate  the  idea 
that  the  great  problem  of  American  slavery  may 
be  left  to  the  sway  of  the  instincts  of  the  superior 
race,  and  that  we  have  no  duty  in  regard  to  it.' 

If  the  honorable  Senator  desires  to  talk  about 
questions  of  taste  on  this  subject  of  the  races  or 
on  this  sort  of  legislation,  I  will  meet  him  with 
this  history,  with  this  argument,  with  these  facts. 
I  say  to  that  Senator,  with  no  disposition  to  be  of- 
fensive to  him,  that  it  will  be  quite  as  wise  for  him 
if,  on  these  questions  which  come  up,  he  does  not 
find  it  convenient  on  all  occasions  and  on  every 
occasion  which  presents  itself  here,  to  undertake 
to  indoctrinate  the  Senate  and  the  country  with 
these  notion^j  v.'hich  this  country  is  outgrowing, 


and  which  civilization  everywhere  else  has  out- 
grown in  the  last  half  century.  He  might  as  well 
take  a  little  note  of  the  current  facts  of  the  times, 
of  the  current  events  of  the  hour.  Let  him  be 
admonished  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Johnson,]  and  by  the  Senators  who 
are  around  liim  here,  that  the  institution  for  which 
he  seems  to  have  such  a  devotion  and  such  alove, 
upon  which  his  infant  eyes  opened  and  upon 
which  when  he  dies  he  hopes  to  close  them,  is 
passing  away;  that  all  these  attempts  to  bolster 
It  up  are  as  nothing;  that  the  current  of  events, 
nay,  that  Christian  civilization  to  which  he  refers 
and  to  which  he  would  leave  it,  has  swept  it  in 
the  last  three  hundred  years  from  the  face  of  Chris- 
tendom everywhere  else  and  will  prove  its  down- 
fall here. 

The  spiritual  and  moral  forces  which  underlie 
this  nation,  and  which  constitute  its  basis  and 
strength,  are  in  harmony  with  the  Christian  civil- 
ization of  the  last  three  centuries, which  has  proved 
so  omnipotent  in  reforming  old  abuses  and  in 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  masses  of  the 
Old  World,  in  harmony  with  the  providence  of 
Heaven  in  its  great  purposes  in  this  western 
world,  and  will  ultimately  give  us  the  victory 
over  all  forms  of  oppression  over  the  limbs  or 
minds  of  men. 

Mr.  President,  I  shall  conclude  simply  by  com- 
ing back  to  the  proposition  before  us;  and  but  for 
the  argument  of  the  Senator  and  the  assault  made 
on  this  bill  that  without  this  amendment  the  com- 
pany had  powerto  exclude  these  persons,  I  should 
not  have  felt  at  liberty  to  say  a  word.  But  for 
the  fact,  which  is  patent  to  us  all,  that  there  are 
those  who  sympathize  with  the  argument  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  and  who  arbitrarily  undertake 
to  exercise  the  power  of  excluding  colored  per- 
sons, I  should  say  that  thisamendmentadded  no 
force  whatever  to  the  bill.  But,  sir,  considering 
this  argument,  considering  the  fact  which  has  been 
reported  to  us,  and  the  additional  fact  that  on  a 
former  railroad  bill  the  Senate  ingrafted  precisely 
this  amendment,  and  considering  the  additional 
fact  that  it  neither  alters  nor  changes  the  charac- 
ter of  the  bill  a  particle,  but  is  simply  reenacting 
in  this  bill  what  I  understand  to  be  the  general 
law  of  the  District,  I  am  inclined  not  to  oppose 
the  amendment.     I  shall  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Mr.  President,  I  shall 
detain  the  Senate  but  a  moment.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  is  anything  in  the  very  impassioned 
speech  of  the  Senator  from  Maine  that  calls  for 
any  particular  reply  from  me  further  than  perhaps 
that  I  ought  to  make  my  acknowledgment  to  him 
for  the  very  kind  advice  which  he  has  given  me 
to  look  around  and  observe  the  action  of  others 
and  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  distinguished  Jj 
Senator  from  Maryland.  I  appreciate  advice,  JP 
sometimes  even  when  it  is  unsought,  and  I  give 
it  that  consideration  which  I  think  it  merits;  but 
I  generally  pursue  my  own  course  afterwards  and 
govern  my  action  upon  public  questions  and  per- 
sonal questions  by  my  own  judgment,  whatever 
may  be  the  judgment  of  others  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  course  that  I  pursue. 

The  Senator  charges  me  with  making  an  assault 
on  this  bill.  He  charges  that  on  every  occasion 
on  which  questions  of  this  character  come  before 
the  Senate  I  take  occasion  to  express  my  opinions 
in  my  own  way.  Sir,  I  have  made  no  assault  on 
this  bill.  I  have  not  said  one  word  about  the  bill, 
and  did  not  oppose  the  bill  in  any  particular;  but 
a  proposition  was  made  to  amend  the  bill  by  put- 
ting into  it  that  which  in  the  judgment  of  the  Sen- 
ator himself  as  a  memberof  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  was  unwise.  He  as  a  mem-, 
ber  of  that  committee,  thinking  that  this  proposed 
amendment  was  unwise,  would  not  report  it  to 
the  Senate;  and  because  I  am  of  the  same  opin- 
ion, and  express  that  opinion  in  the  Senate,  it  is 
saiti  that  I  am  making  an  assault  upon  the  bill. 
If  my  opposition  loan  amendment  condemned  by 
the  judgment  of  the  Senator,  and  condemned  by 
the  judgment  of  every  member  of  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  be  an  assault  on  the 
bill,  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Maine  has 
made  that  same  assault  and  by  his  course  justifies 
my  action. 

Sir,  I  will  not  be  led  into  any  discussion  here 
on  this  simple  proposition  as  to  what  was  the 
cause  of  this  rebellion.     I  never  believed  and  do 
not  now  believe  that  negro  slavery  was  the  cause     » 
of  the  rebellion,  any  more  than  I  believe  a  thou- 
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sand  other  heresies  are  which  I  hear  repeated  day 
after  day.  I  believe  the  attempt  to  intermeddle 
with  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  people  of  the 
States,  and  that  persistently  for  years  and  years, 
by  unlawful  means,  had  much  to  do  with  bring- 
ing it  about,  and  that  the  abolition  agitators  at  the 
North  were  coworkers  with  the  secessionists  per 
seof  the  South  in  plunging  this  country  into  this 
horrible  war.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  be  led 
into  a  discussion  on  this  bill  of  my  views  on  that 
subject.  Iflfindit  necessary  hereafter  to  pre- 
sent them  to  the  Senate,  I  shall  do  so  when  the 
subject  shall  be  more  legitimately  and  properly 
before  the  Senate. 

Neither  will  I  be  led  into  any  discussion  in  ref- 
erence to  instincts.  North  or  South.  The  Sen- 
ator has  been  so  very  kind  as  to  refer  to  the  last 
census  as  an  evidence  of  what  those  gentlemanly 
instincts  are.  Sir,  I  have  never  set  foot  on  New 
England  soil,  though  I  should  like  very  much  to 
do  so,  and  very  seldom  upon  the  soil  of  a  free 
State;  but  I  doubt  not  if  I  were  to  do  so  I  might 
find  some  evidences  of  the  same  kind  of  gentle- 
manly instincts.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  be  led  into  any 
retort  upon  the  Senator's  section  by  any  remark 
that  he  has  made  upon  this  subject.  I  leave  the 
subject  just  where  1  left  it  before  upon  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  legal  view  which  I  entertain  as  to  the 
rights  of  this  corporation.  I  have  heard  nothing 
to  change  it,  and  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  be 
changed. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Mr.  President,  we  have  a  few 
railroads  in  Kentucky,  but  not  many,  and  I  do  not 
remember  that  I  ever  traveled  in  a  railroad  car  there 
that  I  did  not  see  white  persons  &nd  black  persons 
and  of  both  sexes  in  it.  I  have  seen  the  negro  and 
the  white  man  and  the  white  lady  invariably  in 
the  same  car;  but  the  conductor  sets  apart  a  few 
seats  for  the  negro,  or,  if  my  friend  from  Iowa- 
[Mr.  Grimes]  would  prefer  it,  I  will  say  the 
-colored  gentleman  and  colored  lady,  and  they  are 
not  allowed  to  take  their  seats  with  white  per- 
sons. That  is  all  a  private  regulation  of  the  con- 
d^tctor  of  the  car.  I  never  saw  it  produce  the  least 
disturbance  or  objection  that  negroes  were  ad- 
mitted in  the  same  car  with  white  persons  in  that 
way;  but  I  never  saw  a  negro  man  or  a  negro 
woman  obtrudinghimself  orherself  into  aseatby  a 
white  person,  and  the  thing  all  went  on  harmoni- 
ously without  any  sort  of  disturbance  or  jar  of 
feeling  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent 
of  the  train. 

Now,  I  will  ask  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  who  presented  this  amendment  if 
there  are  not  corporate  privileges  granted  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  .associations  for 
the  erection  of  public  hotels. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  They  are  allowed  to  hold 
real  and  personal  estate,  for  instance,  to  certain 
amounts. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  They  are  incorporated.  Can  the 
Senator  point  to  a  single  act  incorporating  a  pub- 
lic hotel  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  in  which  it 
is  provided  by  a  special  clause  that  citizens  of  the 
colored  or  African  race  of  both  sexes  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  all  the  dinner  tables,  all  the  private  cham- 
bers, all  the  saloons,  parlors,  and  reception  rooms 
of  the  whole  establishment  equally  with  the  white 
people?  I  think  not.  I  suppose  all  those  matters 
are  attended  to  by  the  judgment  and  discretion  of 
the  proprietors  and  managers  of  the  hotels;  and 
it  seems  to  me  this  matter  ought  to  be  left  to  the 
same  judgment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been 
ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeas  19,  nays  17;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Conness,  Fes- 
senden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Howe,  Lane  of  Kan- 
sas, Morgan,  Morrill,  Ponieroy,  Ramsey,  Simmer,  Wade, 
Wilkinson,  and  Wilson— 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carllle,  Davis,  Doolitllc, 
Hardin?,  Harris,  Hendricks,  Johnston,  Lane  ol'  Indiana, 
Powell,  Riddle,  Sanlsbury,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
Van  Wmkle,  and  Willey— 17. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  wish  to  make  a  verbal 
correction  in  the  amendment  submitted  by  my- 
self yesterday,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  purpose 
of  the  amendment.  It  is  to  correct  the  amend- 
ment to  the  second  section  by  inserting  the  word 
"and"  instead  of  the  word  "provided." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT  LAW. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No.  138) 
to  regulate  proceedings  in  cases  between  landlord 
and  tenants  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committeeof  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill,  which  was  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  with  an  amendment 
in  the  nature  of  a  substitute. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  suggest  that  the  reading  of 
the  original  bill  be  omitted,  and  the  substitute 
only  be  read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  course 
will  be  pursued,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment,  to  strike 
outall  of  the  original  bill  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

That  a  tenancy  at  will  shall  not  arise  or  be  created  with- 
out an  express  contract  or  letting  to  that  eflect;  and  all  es- 
tates at  will  may  be  determined  by  a  notice,  in  writing,  to 
quit,  i)f  (liirty  days,  delivered  to  the  tenant  in  hand  or  to 
some  person  of  proper  age  upon  the  premises,  or,  in  tlie  ab- 
sence of  such  tenanl  or  person,  then  such  notice  may  be 
served  by  affixing  the  same  to  a  conspicuous  part  of  the 
premises,  where  it  may  be  conveniently  read.  The  attorn- 
ment of  a  tenant  to  a  stranger  shall  be  void,  and  shall  not 
affect  tlie  riglits  of  the  landlord  unless  it  be  made  with  the 
consent,  express  or  implied,  of  the  landlord. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  when  forcible 
entry  is  made,  or  when  a  peaceable  entry  is  made  and  the 
possession  unlawfully  held  by  force,  or  when  possession  is 
held  without  right,  after  the  estate  is  determined  by  the 
terms  of  the  lease  by  its  own  limitation,  or  by  notice  to  quit, 
or  otherwise,  on  written  complaint  on  oath  of  the  person 
entitled  to  the  premises,  to  a  justice  of  the  peace,  charging 
a  forcible  entry  or  detainer  of  real  estate  as  aforesaid,  a 
summons  may  be  issued  to  a  proper  olBcer,  commanding 
the  person  complained  of  to  appear  and  show  cause  why 
judgment  should  not  be  rendered  against  him,  which  shall 
be  served  like  other  writs  of  summons  at  least  seven  days 
before  his  appearance.  If  it  appears  by  default  or  upon 
trial  that  the  complainant  is  entitled  to  the  possession  of 
the  premises,  he  shall  have  judgmentand  execution  for  the 
possession  and  costs  ;  if  the  complainant  becomes  nonsuit 
and  fails  to  prove  his  right  to  possession,  the  defendant 
shall  have  judgment  and  execution  for  liis  costs. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  upon  trial  de- 
fendant pleads  title  to  the  premises  in  himself,  or  in  an- 
other person  under  whom  he  claims  the  premises,  lie  shall 
recognize  in  a  reasonable  sum  to  the  complainant,  to  be 
fixed  by  said  justice,  with  sulBcient  suretie;^,  conditioned 
to  pay  all  intervening  damages  and  costs  iiiul  reasonable 
intervening  rent  for  the  premises ;  and  the  complainant 
shall  in  like  mannerrecognize  to  thedefendantconditioncd 
to  enter  the  suit  at  the  next  term  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  Dislnct,  and  pay  all  costs  adjudged  against  him  ;  and 
thereupon  the  proceedings  shall  be  certified  to  said  court 
by  the  justice.  If  either  party  neglects  so  to  recognize, 
judgment  shall  be  rendered  against  him  as  on  nonsuit  or 
default,  and  execution  shall  issue  accordingly  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  on  the  trial  of 
said  suit,  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  District,  if  the  jury 
find  for  complainant,  they  shall  assess  the  damages  and  in- 
tervening rent;  and  in  case  of  default  the  same  shall  be 
assessed  by  the  court. 

Sec.  5.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fees  of  the 
justice  issuing  the  process  and  hearing  the  issue  and  making 
up  record  and  certifying  same,  and  the  officer  for  serving 
the  process,  shall  be  those  allowed  in  civil  causes. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine  having  this  bill  in  charge, 
whether  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  committee 
to  regulate  the  giving  of  notice.  I  know  that  the 
great  inconvenience  of  the  length  of  the  notice 
that  is  required  in  this  District  to  terminate  a  ten- 
ancy is  a  matter  of  complaint.  It  seems  to  me  that 
is  an  important  subject  omitted  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL."  I  think  the  Senator  will  find 
on  examination  that  thatprovision  is  contained  in 
the  first  section. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  amendment  provides 
only  for  tenancies  at  will. 

Mr,  MORRILL.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me 
I  will  invite  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  first  section  of  the  amendment: 

That  a  tenancy  at  will  shall  not  arise  or  be  created  with- 
out an  express  contract  or  letting  to  that  effect;  and  all  es- 
tates at  will  may  be  determined  by  a  notice,  in  writing,  to 
quit,  of  thirty  days,  delivered  to  the  tenant  in  hand  or  to 
some  person  of  proper  age  upon  the  premises,  or,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  such  tenant  or  person,  then  sucli  notice  may  be 
served  by  affixing  the  same  to  a  conspicuous  part  of  the 
premises,  where  it  may  be  conveniently  read. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Where  is  the  provision  for 
notice  in  case  of  other  tenancies.' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  first  section  of  the 
original  bill,  which  is  proposed  to  be  stricken  out, 
regulates  that. 

Mr.   MORRILL,     The   committee   have   re- 


ported the  bill  in  a  new  draft.  I  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senator  to  the  second  section  of  the 
amendment: 

That  when  forcible  entry  is  made,  or  when  a  peaceable 
entry  and  the  possession  unlawfully  held  by  force,  or  when 
possession  is  held  without  right,  after  the  estate  is  determ- 
ined by  the  terms  of  the  lease  by  its  own  limitation,  or  by 
notice  to  quit,  or  otherwise,  on  written  complaint  on  oath, 
&c. 

The  provisions  of  the  bill  are  these:  first,  it 
provides  that  there  shall  be  no  tenancy  at  will, 
except  by  express  contract,  and  in  that  case  there 
shall  be  a  notice  to  quit  of  thirty  days;  but  where 
the  tenancy  is  determined  by  the  terms  of  the 
lease,  which  is  another  case,  the  only  case  upon  ^ 
which  a  question  can  arise,  there  no  notice  is  neces- 
sary at  all  except  the  seven  days'  notice  which  is 
provided  for  in  the  second  section. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  certainly  agree  with 
the  Senator  that  where  the  tenancy  expires  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  contract  a  notice  is 
not  necessary;  but  in  that  large  class  of  cases 
where  it  becomes  by  the  holding  over  a  tenancy 
from  year  to  year,  or  a  tenancy  from  month  to 
month  or  from  quarter  to  quarter,  certainly  there 
ought  to  be  some  provision  in  this  important  bill 
regulating  the  subject  of  notice  to  terminate  that 
sort  of  estate.  That  is  the  trouble  with  the  peo- 
ple in  this  District. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  the  estimation  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  relations  of  landlord  and  tenant  do  not 
exist  in  such  a  case,  and,  in  the  language  of  the 
second  section,  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  holding 
possession  unlawfully,  and,  on  the  oath  of  the 
person  owning  the  property,  a  summons  is  to  be 
issued  at  once  by  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

In  order  to  make  myself  understood,  I  will  re- 
state what  I  understand  this  bill  to  contain.  In 
the  first  place,  it  negatives  the  idea  of  a  tenancy 
without  an  express  contract.  Then  it  provides 
that  in  cases  of  tenancy  at  will,  where  the  tenancy 
does  not  expire  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  thirty 
days 'notice  shall  be  given;  but  in  cases  where  the 
estate  is  determined  by  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
no  notice  is  necessary.  Where  a  person  holds 
the  possession  of  property  wrongfully — and  he 
does  holdit  wrongfully  if  he  holds  it  without  right 
and  without  a  contract — the  owner  may  proceed 
against  him  without  notice  on  complaint.  The 
only  notice  that  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  give  is 
an  application  to  the  justice  of  the  peace  setting 
out  the  fact  of  the  ownership  in  the  complaint  and 
that  the  party  holds  it  unlawfully.  He  can  then 
summon  him  before  the  magistrate  to  show  cause 
why  judgment  should  not  be  rendered  against  him. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  mistaken  as  to  the  effect  of  this  bill  in  the 
particulars  in  reference  to  which  he  has  spoken. 
I  understand  him  to  say  that  the  bill  recognizes 
no  tenancy  except  a  tenancy  at  will,  and  a  tenancy 
which  is  to  terminate  at  some  day  certain.  In 
relation  to  the  first,  it  provides  a  notice  of  thirty 
days  in  order  to  terminate  it.  In  relation  to  the 
last,  no  notice  is  required.  Now  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  bill  which  does  away  with  any  existing 
form  of  tenancy  at  all.  The  first  section  of  the 
original  bill  provided: 

That  on  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  all  persons 
renting  houses  and  lands  in  the  District  of  Columbia  by  the 
month,  three,  six,  or  twelve  months,  and  desiring  to  repos- 
sess the  same,  shall  give  six  months'  notice  for  a  renting  of 
twelve  months ;  for  a  six  months'  rentiiig,  a  Uiree  months' 
notice;  for  a  three  months'  or  a  monthly  renting,  one 
month's  notice,  which  shall  be  prior  to  the  date  of  said 
renting. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  as  proposed  by  the 
committee  says  nothing  of  any  other  tenancy  than 
a  tenancy  at  will.  If  therefore  by  the  law  as  it 
stands  now  there  may  be  a  tenancy  from  month 
to  month,  or  for  three  months  or  for  six  inonths 
or  for  twelve  months,  although  it  may  be  fixed 
as  a  tenancy  to  terminate  at  the  end  of  the  time 
for  which  the  lease  is  to  run,  yet  if  the  party  holds 
over  it  is  a  tenancy  from  thi'ee  months  to  three 
months,  or  from  six  months  to  six  months,  or 
from  year  to  year;  and  the  law  of  Maryland  is, 
and  the  law  here  is  the  same,  that  if  six  months' 
notice  is  required  to  a  tenant  for  a  year  and  he 
holds  over,  he  becomes  a  tenant  for  the  second 
year,  and  so  on  from  year  to  year  as  long  as  he 
holds  over. 

The  mischief  mentioned  by  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  I  understand,  has  been  quite  agrcat  one 
in  this  city.  A  hmdlord  is  tillable  to  got  posses- 
sion of  his  property  generally  without  giving  a 
six  months'  notice  provided  it  be  a  tenancy  from 
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year  to  year.  It  very  often  happens  wlierc  he 
linds  his  tenant  is  not  exactly  the  kind  he  wants, 
or  he  finds  he  can  get  a  great  deal  more  for  his 
properly  than  the  tenant  is  giving  liim,  that  the 
time  is  short  of  the  six  months,  and  ihere  is  no 
way  in  wliich  he  can  get  possession  of  liis  prop- 
erty, and  the  tenant  will  hold  on  at  the  expiration 
of  that  year  for  another  year,  and  so  on  from  time 
to  lime. 

I  will  suggest  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Maine  that  it  would  be  better  to  provide  that  in 
all  cases  of  such  tenancies  as  are  mentioned  in  the 
first  section  of  the  original  bill  there  should  be  the 
notice  wliich  that  section  provides  for.  That  will 
get  clear  of  the  difficulty:  making  a  notice  of 
twelve  months  if  that  should  be  deemed  necessary 
if  the  tenancy  is  for  one  year,  or  three  months  for 
six  months,  or  one  month  for  three  months,  and 
making  a  tenancy  for  one  month  a  tenancy  at  will, 
as  you  have  done  in  the  amendment.  With  a  view 
to  have  such  a  change  made,  1  will  move  to  re- 
commit the  bill  if  the  Senator  has  no  objection. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  F  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment,  but  1  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  re- 
commit the  bill.  I  do  not  undertake  to  speak  of 
what  the  law  of  Maryland  is;  but  the  construc- 
tion the  committee  put  on  this  bill  is  this:  by 
the  first  section  providing  that  a  tenancy  at  will 
shall  not  arise  or  be  created  without  an  express 
contractor  letting  to  that  effect,  we  supposed  that 
we  cut  off  all  tenancies  which  were  not  created  by 
express  contract.  If  a  tenancy  is  created  by  ex- 
press contract  or  lease  for  a  ycai-,  at  the  expiration 
of  that  year  the  tenant  becomes  necessarily  a  ten- 
ant at  will.  Being  made  tenants  at  will,  liable  to 
go  out  at  any  time,  this  notice  ap|)lies  to  them; 
and  we  supposed  that  by  the  adoption  of  that  lan- 
guage we  had  changed  the  relation  between  land- 
lord and  tenant  so  that  no  question  of  tenancy 
could  arise  where  there  was  an  express  contract. 
The  honorable  Senator  of  course  knows  more  of 
the  law  of  Maryland  than  I  do. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  am  satisfied  tlielaw  of  this 
District  and  the  law  of  Maryland  is  otherwise. 
This  does  not  change  it;  it  only  provides  for  a 
tenancy  at  will. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  It  says  no  tenancy  at  will' 
shall  arise  except  by  contract. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  "  Without  an  express  con- 
tract or  letting  to  that  effect." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  argument  is  that  we 
have  negatived  the  idea  of  a  tenancy  at  will,  ex- 
cept by  an  express  contract. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  1  understand,  but  that 
docs  not  get  clear  of  the  difficulty  if  I  am  right. 
A  tenant  who- holds  over  under  a  lease  for  a  cer- 
tain tirne  does  not,  during  the  period  for  which  he 
holds  over,  become  a  tenant  at  will.  If  he  is  un- 
der a  contract  for  twelve  months,  and  without 
any  notice  the  contract  is  to  terminateat  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  he  is  permitted  by  the  landlord 
to  hold  over,  he  becomes  a  tenant  for  the  succeed- 
ing year.  The  law  is  perfectly  plain  in  Mary- 
land, and  that  was  evidently  the  view  taken  by 
the  draughtsman  of  the  bill  as  it  stood  originally; 
and  if  the  Senator  has  no  objection  I  propose  to 
amend  his  amendment  by  inserting  as  its  first  sec- 
tion the  first  section  of  the  original  bill.  The  first 
sccti(ui  of  the  bill  would  then  read: 

Thill  on  and  after  tlie  passage  of  this  act  all  persons  rcnt- 
in(;  hoiL-ics  and  lantl.s  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  the 
month,  three,  six,  or  twelve  months,  and  desiring  torcpos- 
si'fs  the  j-anic,  shall  give  six  months'  notice  for  a  renting  of 
iwclvo  nionth.s ;  for  a  six  inonllis'  ronling,  a  three  months' 
notice;  for  a  three  months'  or  a  montlily  ri;nting,  one 
month's  notice,  wliicli  shall  be  prior  to  llie  date  of  said 
reining. 

That  would  get  clear  of  the  difficully. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     That  is  too  long. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Three  months'  notice  is  .suffi- 
cient in  any  case. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then  I  will  modify  the 
nmendment  that  I  propose  in  that  way.  in  order 
that  we  may  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  the 
Rubjcct  further,  i  move  that  the  bill  lie  on  tlic 
table. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

UNION  OAS-LiailT  COMPANY. 
Mr.  WILLEY.     I  move  to  take  up  Senate  bill 

No.  ir,ry. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S.  No. 
155)  to  incorporate  the  Union  Ga.s-Liglit  Com- 


pany of  the  District  of  Columbia  was  read  a  sec- 
oiiil  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  proposes  to  e.rentc  Sayles  J.  Bowen, 
Benjamin  B.  French,  William  Elmer,  William 
Bati"'S,  Rnberl  W.  Millbank,  Andrew  M.  Kinney, 
William  H.  Baldwin,  Z.  D.  Oilman,  D.  C.  For- 
ney, S.  P.  Brown,  John  Green,  and  Gamaliel 
Gay,  and  their  associates  and  assigns,  a  body  cor- 
porate, under  the  name  of  "  the  Union  Gas-Light 
Company  of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  with  the 
powers  and  privileges  usually  given  to  such  cor- 
porations. The  capital  stock  of  the  company 
is  not  to  be  less  than  ^500,000,  nor  more  than 
$1,000,000,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  glOOeach. 

The  company  is  incorporated  upon  the  express 
conditions  that  it  shall  furnish  gas  to  all  the  con- 
sumers thereof,  containing  fifty  per  cent,  more 
illuminating  power  than  that  which  is  now  fur- 
nished by  the  Washington  Gas-Light  Company, 
and  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  §2  50  per  thousand 
cubic  feet;  and  a  failure  to  comply  with  these 
conditions  is  tb  operate  as  a  forfeiture  of  this 
charter. 

The  company  is  not  to  be  authorized  to  sell  gas 
until  it  shall  have  produced  to  the  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Washington  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  satisfactory  evidence  that  it  has  secured 
or  laid  down,  in  a  proper  and  workmanlike  man- 
ner, in  the  avenues  and  streets  of  the  city,  gas 
mains  of  an  average  diameter  of  atleast  six  inches 
and  a  total  length  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  miles; 
nor  shall  the  company  connect  its  gas  mains  with 
the  pipes  supplying  the  Capitol  and  other  public 
buildings  belonging  to  the  United  Slates  until  it 
shall  have  produced  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior satisfactory  evidence  that  it  has  erected  and 
in  operation  good  and  substantial  worksand  hold- 
ers capable  of  manufacturing  and  storing  a  quan- 
tity of  gas,  of  the  quality  described,  sufficient  to 
supply  the  consumption  at  all  times  required  in 
the  Capitol  and  public  buildings.  And  unless  the 
company  shall  have  complied  with  the  require- 
ments and  conditions  prescribed  within  two  years 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  act  is  to  be  null 
and  void;  but  the  company  is  to  have  the  privi- 
lege, at  any  time,  of  supplying  with  their  gas  and 
lighting  therewith  any  street  a  distance  not  ex- 
ceeding one  mile. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  have  just  received  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are  used 
in  this  bill  as  corporators, Mr.  Benjamin  B.French, 
who  says  that  after  mature  reflection  he  desires 
that  his  name  shall  be  stricken  out  in  consequence 
of  the  position  that  he  holds  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  I  move  to  amend  line  ten  of 
the  first  section  by  inserting  after  the  word  "coal" 
the  word  "  zinc." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  I  further  move  to  amend  in 
section  eleven,  line  five,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"secured  or,"  so  as  to  read: 

And  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  satisfactory  evidence 
that  it  has  laid  down  iji  a  proper  and  workmanlike  man- 
ner; &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  In  line  eleven  of  the  same 
section,  the  orthography  of  the  word  "  secretary" 
should  be  changed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  correc- 
tion will  be  matle. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  1  n  lines  twenty-one  and  twenty- 
two  of  section  eleven  1  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  of  supplying  with  their  gas,  and  light- 
ing therewith  any,"  and  inserting  "within  the 
said  two  years  of  lighting  with  the  gas  manufac- 
tured by  it  some  one;"  so  as  to  read: 

'I'liat  said  company  sliall  have  the  privilege  at  any  lime 
within  the  said  two  years  of  lighting  with  the  gas  inanu- 
faeturud  by  it  some  one  street  a  distance  not  exceeding  one 
mile. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  propose  an  nmendment 
as  a  new  seclion,  to  be  called  tlie  twelfth  section: 

Jljiil  he  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of  the  stockholders 
in  Ihi:  Union  GasLlghtCompany  shall  be  lield  rcKponsible, 
in  his  or  her  iiwllvidiinl  capacity,  for  all  the  debts  and  lia- 
billlies  of  ihe  s.iid  company,  however  conlracled  or  in- 
enriid.io  be  recov(Te(l  by  suit,  as  oilier  debus  or  liabilities, 
lielbn:  the  eonrt  or  tiibiinal  having  jurisdiction  of  the  case. 

Mr.  WILLI'lY.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
New  Jer.icy  wlicllier,  in  describing  the  title  of  ihe 
cuinpaiiy,  it  would  nut  be  belter  to  give  il  in  full. 


"the  Union  Gas-Light  Company  of  the  District 
of  Columbia."    That  is  the  lille  of  the  company. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  Let  that  be  so.  1  so  mod- 
ify the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in.     The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
and  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
MESSAGE  FKOJI  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed  a  bill 
(No.  341)  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  with 
Ecuador  for  the  mutual  adjustment  of  claims;  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  was  requested. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  the  following  bills 
of  the  Senate: 

A  bill  (No.  96)  to  enable  the  people  of  Nevada 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  and 

A  bill  (No.  97)  to  enable  the  people  of  Colo- 
rado to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

HOUSE  BILL  REFERRED. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
(No.  341)  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  with 
Ecuador  for  the  mutual  adjustment  of  claims 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

REGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS. 

Mr.  DIXON.  I  move  to  take  up  Senate  bill 
No.  114. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S.No. 
114)  to  amend  seclion  five  of  an  act  enliiled  "An 
act  to  continue,  alter,  and  amend  the  charier  of  the 
city  of  Washington,"  approved  May  17,  1848, 
and  further  to  preserve  the  purity  of  elections  aiui 
guard  against  the  abu.se  of  the  elective  franchise, 
by  a  registration  of  electors  for  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Secretary  commenced  to  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  rise  to  inquire  if  the  Sen- 
ator from  Connecticut  is  anxious  to  have  this  bill 
disposed  of  to-day.  There  are  a  good  many  sec- 
tions in  it,  and  some  of  the  provisions  are  very 
important. 

Mr.  DIXON.  I  have  no  desire  to  dispose  of  it 
to-day  if  gcnilemen  wish  time  to  examine  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  ask  that  it  lie  on  the  table 
to  give  us  an  opportunity  to  examine  it. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Let  the  reading  be  completed. 
.    Mr.  JOHNSON.     Very  well. 

The  Secretary  concluded  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DIXON.  I  have  one  or  two  amendments 
to  propose  to  the  bill,  of  rather  a  verbal  nature. 
In  the  first  section,  line  ten,  after  the  word  "taxes" 
I  move  to  insert  "and  all  taxes  on  personal  prop- 
erty." 

Mr.  GRIMES.     What  is  the  effect  of  it.' 

Mr.  DIXON.  The  effect  is  to  require  all  taxes 
on  personal  properly  to  be  |)aid  preliminary  to  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  That  1  under- 
stand is  the  present  law.  The  bill  as  it  now 
stands  only  retjuires  school  taxes  to  be  paid.  1 
want  to  insert  in  addition  "  and  all  taxes  on  per- 
sonal properly." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DIXON.  In  the  fourteenth  section,  line 
twenty-two,  after  the  word  "vote,"  1  move  to 
insert  the  words  "in  said  city." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  As  I  understand,  it  is  the  ob- 
ject to  jioslpone  this  bill  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  though  it  la  still  before 
the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  It  was  understood  that  it  would 
not  be  pressed  to  a  vote  at  this  lime.  I  hope, 
therefore,  it  will  be  postponed  to  some  other  day. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Say  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  will  be  acceptable  tome. 

Mr.  DIXON.     I  am  willing  to  say  Thursday. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  post- 
)ioned  uiuil  Thursday  next,  and  be  made  the  spe- 
ci;il  oi(l<'r  for  one  o'clock  on  that  day. 

The  nioliuii  was  agreed  to  by  a  two  thirds  vote. 
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PAY  AND  PENSION  OF  CHAPLAINS. 

On  motion  ofMr.  FOSTER,  the Scni\tcrnsumed 
tlic  considciution  of  liii;  bill  (H.  R.  No.  302)  to 
amend  section  nine  of  the  act  approved  July  17, 
1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  define  the  pay  and  emol- 
uments of  certain  officers  of  the  Army,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Thcnmendments  which  I  pro- 
posed and  which  were  ordered  by  tlie  Senate  to  be 
printed  have  been  printed,  and  I  wish  to  have  one 
of  tliose  amendments  as  printed  altered  in  a  few 
particulars.  In  the  fifth  line  of  the  amendment 
proposed  in  lieu  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  after 
the  word  "entitled"  in  that  line,  I  move  to  insert 
the  words  "to  draw  forage  for  two  horses  and." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  can 
modify  his  own  amendment,  there  having  been  no 
action  of  the  Senate  on  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  After  the  word  "entitled"  in 
the  fifth  line  1  propose  to  insert  the  words  "  to 
draw  forage  for  two  horses  and,"  and  in  the  eighth 
line  after  the  word  "leave"  and  before  "on"  to 
insert  "  or." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator's 
amendment  will  be  so  modified.  The  first  ques- 
tion, however,  is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wilson] 
to  the  amendment,  which  is  to  insert  at  the  end 
of  it: 

And  cliaphiiiis  who  have  been  absent  from  duty  by  reason 
of  wounds  or  sickness  sliall  be  entitled  to  receive  full  pay, 
without  rations,  during  such  absence. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  that  amendment  will 
go  in  more  appropriately  after  the  word  "  circum- 
stances, "in  the  twelfth  line  of  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  rather  than  at  the 
end  of  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  then 
will  be  on  agreeing  to  the  amendmentof  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  to  come  in  after  the 
word  "  circumstances,"  in  the  twelfth  line  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts if  he  will  notinclude  in  his  amendment 
those  chaplains  who  have  been  absent  on  account 
of  being  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Certainly,  I  will  so  modify 
my  amendment. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Is  it  a  fact  that  a  chaplain  who 
is  captured  and  retained  in  prison  draws  no  com- 
pensation whatever. ' 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Yes,  sir.  Shocked  as  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Iowa  is  at  the  fact,  it  is  true; 
and,  worse  than  that,  even  if  the  chaplain  is  shot 
down  in  the  field  while  serving  with  his  men,  so 
as  to  be  disabled,  he,  from  that  time  until  he  isable 
logo  back  to  duty,  does  not  receive  a  cent  of  pay. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  confess  that  I  am  astojiished 
at  that. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  knew  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor would  be.  That  is  the  law,  however,  as  con- 
strued by  those  v/hnse  privilege  it  is  to  construe  it. 
I  hope,  therefore,  this  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
about  a  year  and  a  half  ago  we  provided  that 
chaplains,  when  on  duty,  should  receive  ^1,200  a 
year  and  two  rations  a  day.  The  construction 
put  upon  it  at  the  Department  is  that  if  they  are 
absent  on  account  of  sickness,  or  on  account  of 
_  wounds,  or  on  account  of  imprisonment  by  the 
enemy,  they  draw  nothing.  The  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  proposes 
to  correct  that,  and  my  amendment  proposes  to 
correct  the  wrong  of  the  past,  being  retrospective 
in  its  chni-acter. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  hope  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  will  be  agreed  to,  and  I  should  have 
been  glad  to  adopt  it,  but  Idid  not  wish  to  take 
more  weight  on  my  amendment  than  I  should  be 
certain  to  carry.  I  shall,  however,  be  very  glad 
to  have  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts agreed  to. 
Theamcndmentlotheamcndmentwflsogi-eedto. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
the  amendmentof  the  Senator  from  Connecticut, 
as  amended. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wisli  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut  and  of  the  Senate  to 
ihis  provision  in  hisnmcndmcntin  the  fifth,  sixth, 
and  seventh  lines: 

Tlicy  sliall  be  entitled  to  quarters  and  fuel,  subject  to 
the  same  conditions  and  limitations  us  are  now  bylaw  pro- 
vidfid  In  tlie  case  of  surgeons. 

Mr.  FESSENUEN.     And  aa  amended  it«aya 


they  shall  be  entitled  to  draw  forage  for  two  horses 
also. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  it  but  right  to  allow 
them  to  draw  forage  for  their  horses  when  they 
are  in  service  in  the  field;  but  the  provision  to 
which  I  call  attention  will  not  reach  the  men  in 
the  field  with  their  regiments,  but  will  apply  to 
hospital  chaplains,  and  it  will  add  nearly  eighty 
dollars  a  month  to  their  pay.  The  quarters  to 
which  a  major  is  entitled  arelbur  rooms, counted 
in  this  city  at  eighteen  dollars  a  month  each,  and 
in  other  places  at  nine  dollars  a  month.  At 
eighteen  dollars  a  month  each,  the  quarters  would 
amount  to  seventy-two  dollars  a  month.  Now, 
I  am  satisfied  that  |l,200.a  year  and  two  rations 
a  day,  and  forage  for  two  horses  for  those  chap- 
lains who  need  horses  in  the  field,  is  abundant. 
It  amounts  to  about  fourteen  hundred  and  six- 
teen dollars,  I  think,  in  actual  money  paid.  I  agree 
that  they  should  have  forage  for  two  horses;  but 
1  do  not  think  we  ought  to  add  to  the  compensa- 
tion of  chaplains  what  will  be  added  by  giving 
them  the  allowance  of  fuel  and  quarters. 

These  places  are  sought  for,  and  sought  for  by 
excellent  men.  As  a  general  rule,  they  perform 
their  duties  faithfully.  I  am  not  willing,  how- 
ever, to  add  seven  or  eight  or  nine  hundred  dol- 
lars a  year  to  the  compensation  of  chaplains  in  the 
hospitals,  and  especially  in  this  city,  for  it  does 
not  reach  those  in  the  field. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  What  do  those  stationed 
at  hospitals  want  with  horses.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  do  not  think  they  need 
horses,  and  they  will  not  get  horses  unless  they 
have  to  keep  them,  and  a  man  will  not  keep  the 
horses  unless  he  needs  them.  A  large  number 
of  the  chaplains,  both  in  hospitals  and  in  the  field, 
have  called  upon  me  this  winter  for  the  purpose 
of  lookingafter  the  correction  of  thatwhich  we  all 
agree  should  be  corrected;  for  I  suppose  we  are 
all  agreed  that  good  chaplains  are  of  great  service 
to  the  Army  and  to  the  country,  and  we  are  all 
agreed  that  we  shall  do  them  justice;  but  we  want 
to  act  with  ordinary  prudence  and  economy  in 
the  matter,  and  I  think  §100  a  month  and  two  ra- 
tions a  day  to  these  men  is  very  good  pay.  They 
have  sought  the  places.  Most  of  them  are  doing 
good.  There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in 
regard  to  chaplains  as  well  as  in  regard  to  most 
other  matters  connected  with  the  Army.  In  some 
cases  they  needed  improvement;  but  that  class  of 
men  have  been  generally  weeded  out,  and  the  men 
who  arc  now  in  the  serviccare  very  faithful  men. 
I  hope  the  amendment  will  be  adopted  without 
the  provision  to  which  I  have  objected. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Our  legislation  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  chaplains,  at  least  as  it  has  been  construed 
by  the  proper  authorities,  I  consider  a  reproach 
to  Congress.  We  judge  these  officers  to  be  a 
necessary  class  in  the  service,or  we  should  make 
no  provision  for  them;  and  yet  by  our  legislation 
we  seem  to  regard  th(jm  as  an  excrescence;  we 
actually  put  them  under  the  ban  and  degrade 
them,  so  far  as  it  lies  in  our  power. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa  seemed 
startled  at  the  fact  that  when  a  chaplain  was  ab- 
sent from  duty,  although  on  account  of  wounds 
received  in  battle,  his  pay  vi'as  stopped.  Such  is 
•the  construction  put  upon  the  law;  and  there  is 
at  this  lime  certainly  one  chaplain, perhaps  more, 
lying  upon  his  sick-bed  in  this  city,  who  was 
wounded  in  the  field  at  the  late  advance  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  over  the  Rapidan.  Fle  was 
the  chaplain  of  Berdan's  sharpshooters,  a  faith- 
ful, valuable  man,  and  in  addition  to  his  high 
qualifications  as  a  chaplain,  was,  I  believe,  a  very 
excellent  rifle  shot,  which  he  has  proved  occa- 
sionally in  battle  to  the  enemy's  cost.  He  was 
wounded  in  battle  or  in  one  of  the  skirmishes 
connected  with  that  advance  of  the  army.  These 
sharpshooters  were  in  the  advance,  and  the  chap- 
lain, v/hilc  endeavoring  to  assist  to  the  rear  some 
of  his  wounded  men,  was  himself  wounded;  of 
course  was  compelled  to  be  absent  from  the  field, 
and  is  now  in  this  city  sick  in  his  bed.  He  is  at 
a  boarding-house  kept  by  the  widow  of  a  chap- 
lain who  was  shot  dead  in  the  service  a  short 
time  ago  by  the  rebels.  This  widow  was  left  by 
law  wholly  unprovided  for, and  this  chaplain,  who 
is  now  suffering  under  these  circumstances,  can 
draw  not  one  cent  of  jiay  nor  any  allowance  un- 
til he  gets  well  and  goes  back  to  duty. 

Another  chaplain  fiom  the  State  of  Vermont, 
the  chaplain  of  the  third  Vermont  rci;imciit,  was 


ordered  to  assist  two  wounded  or  sick  officers 
home,  they  not  being  able  to  travel  without  some 
friend  to  attend  them..  Ilcwcntunder  the  order, 
and  was  absent  the  necessary  and  proper  time  to 
obey  it,  then  came  back,  and  every  cent  of  his 
pay  for  that  time  was  struck  off  at  the  next  pay 
day.  So,  too,  of  those  who  have  been  taken  and 
held  in  captivity  by  the  rebels,  their  pay  stops 
until  they  are  released  and  return  to  duty;  and 
even  the  pay  which  they  thus  get  is  not  paid  as 
it  is  to  every  other  officer  in  the  service,  on  their 
word  of  honor,  but  Ihey  have  to  get  a  certificate 
in  order  to  be  enabled  to  draw  their  diminished 
pittance.  Some  other  officer  must  certify  to  the 
chaplain's  roll  that  he  has  been  present  perform- 
ing duty,  or  he  cannot  even  get  tlie  scant  compen- 
sation finally  allowed  by  law. 

This  is  what  I  consider  an  attempt  to  degrade 
the  men  who  are  performing  the  duties  of  chap- 
lains in  our  Army.  In  the  first  place  it  is  decided 
that  they  shall  not  be  paid  at  all,  when  all  other 
officers  underlike  circumstances  arc  paid,  and, 
even  when  paid,  that  they  shall  not  be  paid  with- 
out a  certificate  from  some  other  officer  that  they 
have  not  cheated  or  attempted  to  cheat  the  Gov- 
ernmentout  of  more  pay  than  belongs  to  them. 

The  honorable  S&nator  from  Massachusetts 
suggests  that  an  allowance  of  fuel  and  quarters 
ought  not  to  be  made.  I  do  not  wish  any  allow- 
ance to  be  made  which  shall  increase  the  pay  of 
these  officers  one  dollar.  All  1  wish  to  accomr 
plish  by  this  amendment  is  that  a  chaplain  who 
is  assigned  to  duty  in  a  hospital,  or  at  a  post  or 
fort,  shall  have  quarters  assigned  to  him  in  the 
hospital  or  post;  some  room  that  he  may  sit  in 
and  call  his.  That  is  all  I  desire.  If  the  honor- 
able Senator  thinks  the  amendmentaccomplishes 
more,  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  it  shall  be  so 
restricted  as  to  accomplish  that  and  that  only. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Hendricks]  suggests  that  that  may  be  left  to  the 
colonel  in  command.  Yes,  Mr.  President,  if  the 
colonel  in  command  is  disposed  to  be  courteous 
and  to  do  what  is  just  and  proper,  it  may  be;  but 
then  I  think  it  is  better  that  the  chaplain  should 
have  his  right,  and  that  he  should  not  have  his 
quarters  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  from  the  com- 
manding officer.  Why  should  not  the  chaplain 
have  his  right  to  a  place  as  well  as  the  surgeon  or 
any  other  officer?  Why  should  we  not  make  the 
surgeon  dependent  on  the  courtesy  of  the  com- 
mander? Why  should  we  discriminate  against 
the  chaplain?    There  is  no  reason  for  it. 

Besides,  although  I  am  happy  to  say  that  prob- 
ably most  commanding  officers  would  extend  this 
courtesy,  all  will  not.  Again  and  again  there 
have  been  occasions  when  a  commanding  officer 
has  said  to  the  chaplain,  "You  have  no  place 
here;  you  have  no  business  here;  the  law  does 
not  recognize  you;  I  shall  not  do  anything  about 
giving  you  quarters  or  giving  you  a  place,  because 
the  law  docs  not;  you  must  find  your  own  quar- 
ters; you  must  do  your  own  duties  in  your  own 
way;  but  you  mustnotinterfere  with  the  military 
regulations  here."  That  is  not  the  proper  posi- 
tion for  a  chaplain  to  be  in;  and  I  think  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Indiana  will  agree  with  me 
that  the  chaplain  ought  not  to  have  his  quarters 
or  fuel  or  enjoy  any  right  by  the  courtesy  of  his 
superior  officer.  It  is  not  the  way  in  which  the 
honoi'able  Senator  wishes  to  enjoy  his  rights  or  I 
mine;  and  why  should  we  impose  that  upon  others 
which  we  are  not  willing  to  bearourseives?  That 
which  is  held  at  the  courtesy  of  another  is  no 
right  at  all. 

I  repeat,  I  am  not  desirous  that  this  provision 
shall  be  construed  as  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Commiitee  on  Military  Affairs  suggests,  so  as 
to  give  a  man  four  rooms,  and  add  seventy  or 
eighty  dollars  a  month  to  his  pay,  although  I 
confess  1  find  it  difficult  to  see  why  a  chaplain  iy 
not  just  as  much  entitled  to  this  as  the  surgeon. 
Why  make  the  distinction?  The  chajilain,  so- 
cially, is  the  equal  of  the  surgeon.  Ordinarily  he 
is  as  well,  or  better,  educated.  Ho  is  a  man  as 
much  entitled  to  respect.  Why  give  to  the  one 
jirivileges  so  greatly  superior  to  those  of  the  other? 
The  honorable  Senator  says  these  places  have  been 
sought  for.  It  is  true  that  they  have  bcei'i.  Have 
not  the  jdaces  of  surgeons  also  been  sought  for; 
and  is  tluu-e  any  reason  why  surgeons  should  have 
these  rights  and  privileges  which  does  not  apply 
with  cqujil  force  to  the  case  of  chaplains? 

1  tun  not  disposed   by  any  means  to  institute 
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a  comparison  and  claim  any  superiority  for  one 
of  these  classes  of  officers  over  the  other,  but  I 
say  that  no  man  understanding  really  the  cond  ition 
of  the  service  will  assert  that  surgeons  are  more 
deserving  than  chaplains,  that  their  wants  are 
any  greater,  and  that  the  duties  they  perform 
arc  any  more  important,  provided  each  performs 
his  proper  duties  ably  and  faithfully.  I  agree 
that  if  the  chaplain  is  a  bad  man  he  is  not  en- 
titled to  this  or  any  other  allowance  or  any  com- 
pensation; he  should  not  have  been  appointed  at 
all.  So  of  the  surgeon.  If  the  surgeon  is  an 
incompetent,  unskillful,  orignorant  man,  he  is  as 
great  a  curse  to  the  service  as  can  well  be  imposed 
upon  it.  There  may  be,  and  doubtlessare,  such 
cases,  but  it  will  not  do,  for  that  reason,  to  de- 
grade the  whole  class  of  surgeons,  or  to  put  them 
under  the  ban  and  outlaw  them  as  we  do  chap- 
lains. 

As,  however,  no  objection  is  suggested  to  my 
amendment  except  to  the  point  in  relation  to  fuel 
and  quarters,  I  will  state  again  that  I  am  perfectly 
willing  that  that  provision  shall  be  so  limited  that 
they  shall  have  simply  properf^ccommodationsin 
the  hospitals,  forts,  or  posts  where  they  may  be 
assigned  to  duty.  That  is  my  object.  I  do  not 
wish  to  increase  the  pay.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Iowa  [Mr.GniMEs]  has  handed  mean  amend- 
ment touching  this  matter,  which  he  thinks  will 
reach  the  object.  He  proposes  to  strike  out  the 
words  "quarters  and  fuel"  in  my  amendment  and 
to  insert,  "and  when  assigned  to  hospitals  they 
shall  be  entitled  to  quarters  and  fuel  within  the 
hospitals  to  which  they  are  so  assigned."  I  wish 
to  have  the  words  "posts  and  forts"  inserted  after 
the  word  "hospitals,"  because  there  are  some  in 
the  same  condition  who  are  assigned  to  forts  and 
posts. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Will  they  need  two 
horses? 

Mr.  FOSTETR.  The  chaplains  at  posts  and 
hospitals  will  not  need  horses,  and  will  not  keep 
them  because  there  is  no  commutation  of  forage. 
In  the  field  the  chaplain  needs  horses,  because 
like  all  other  officers  he  has  some  effects  to  carry, 
which  he  must  carry  on  his  horse,  and  besides  he 
must  carry  forage  for  his  horse.  He  cannot  carry 
his  necessary  effects  and  forage  upon  one  horse, 
and  still  have  that  horse  of  any  advantage  to  him. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Do  they  not  send  their 
things  with  the  baggage  wagons.' 

Mr.  FOSTER.  They  do  not.  Not  a  thing  is 
provided  for  except  what  he  has  on  his  back. 
Every  officer  who  is  entitled  to  one  horse  in  the 
field  must  be  allowed  to  draw  forage  for  another, 
or  else  the  use  of  one  horse  is  of  no  advantage  to 
him  whatever.  There  is  no  danger  of  chaplains 
keeping  two  horses  merely  for  the  sake  of  draw- 
ing forage  for  them.  If  they  want  forage  at  all 
they  want  it  for  two  horses.  There  is  no  com- 
mutation of  forage  now. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  want  it  to  be  understood 
that  this  allowance  of  quarters  is  to  be  furnished 
to  the  chaplains  in  the  hospitals  and  not  to  be 
commuted. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Of  course  not.  I  will  read 
this  part  of  the  amendment  as  I  have  now  mod- 
ified it: 

They  shall  be  entitled  to  draw  forage  for  two  horses ;  and 
when  assigned  to  hospitals,  posts,  or  forts  they  shall  be  en- 
titled to  quarters  and  fuel  within  the  iiospitals,  posts,  or 
forts  to  which  they  are  so  assigned,  without  the  privilege 
of  comniulalion. 

I  move  so  to  ainend  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  as  amended  will 
now  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  aftnr  the  word  "that,"  in  line  three,  sec- 
tinn  one,  to  the  end  of  that  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  In- 
sert the  following: 

Thf:  rank  of  chaplninin  thir  rogularand  volnntnprservice 
of  the  United  Stales  is  hi-rchy  recognized.  Chaplains  shall 
bo  bornf;  on  the  field  and  staff  rolls  next  after  surgeons,  and 
Hhall  be  subjcol  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  other 
officers  of  the  Array.  They  shall  be  entitled  to  draw  for- 
age for  two  horses,  and  when  assigned  to  hospitals,  posts, 
or  forts,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  quarters  and  fuel  within 
the  hospitals,  posts,  or  forts  to  which  they  are  soasslgned, 
(without  the  pri  vilegi!  of  commutation,)  subject  to  the  same 
conditions  and  liniilatlonsas  are  nr)W  by  law  provid(Ml  in  the 
cage  of  surgeons.  When  absent  from  duty  with  leave  or  on 
account  ol'slekness  or  other  disability,  or  when  held  by  the 
enemy  n«  prisoners,  lliey  shall  be  subject  to  no  otherdiini- 
nutlon  or  Iosh  of  pay  and  allowances  than  other  olficers  In 
the  military  service  are  under  like  circiinislanccs.  And 
chaplains  who  have  been  abncnl  Irom  duly  by  reason  of 


wounds  or  sickness,  or  when  held  by  the  enemy  as  prison- 
ers, shall  be  entitled  to  receive  full  pay  without  rations 
during  such  absence.  In  all  other  respects,  the  pay  of  chap- 
lains shall  be  the  same  as  now  provided  by  law. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  move  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  as  section  two: 

^nd  be  it  further  cnatted,  Tliat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  chap- 
lains in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  to  make 
monthly  reports  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  moral  con- 
dition of  the  regiments,  hospitals,  or  posts  to  which  they 
may  be  attached;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  command- 
ers of  regiments,  hospitals,  and  posts  to  render  such  facil- 
ities as  will  aid  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to 
them  by  the  Government. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  propose  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  as  an  additional  section: 

Andhe  itfurlher  enacted,  That  all  chaplains  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States  shall  hold  appropriate  re- 
ligious services  at  the  burial  of  soldiers  who  may  die  in  the 
command  to  which  they  are  assigned  to  duty,  and  it  shall 
bo  their  duty  to  hold  public  religious  services  at  least  once 
each  Sabbath. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  now  propose  another  sec- 
tion: 

Jlnd  be  if,  further  enacted,  That  colored  chaplains  ap- 
pointed for  colored  troops  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  com- 
pensation as  chaplains  in  the  regular  and  volunteer  forces. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that. 

Mr.  WILSON  and  Mr.  FOSTER.  Do  not 
divide  the  Senate. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Yes,  sir;  I  will  divide.it  now. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  simply  say  before  the 
vote  is  taken  that  there  have  been  two  or  three 
cases,  I  think,  of  chaplains  appointed  for  colored 
troops  who  were  themselves  colored  ministers  of 
the  gospel. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  ask  my 
friend  a  question.  By  the  law  are  not  colored 
troops  now  on  the  same  footing  with  white  troops, 
regulars  and  volunteers.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  They  will  be  if  the  House  of 
Representatives  passes  our  bill,  but  it  is  not  a  law 
yet,  and  I  think  we  may  as  well  put  so  much 
of  it  on  here  now;  and  I  will  state  a  case  to  the 
Senate.  In  the  fifty-fourth  or  fifty-fifth  Massa- 
chusetts regiment,  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  fifty- 
fourth,  a  colored  minister  of  the  gospel  was  ap- 
pointed chaplain  by  the  request  of  the  regiment. 
He  was  a  man  of  influence  and  character,  a  man 
of  earnestness  and  zeal,  and  he  spent  ^300  in  fit- 
ting himself  out  to  go  with  the  regiment  to  South 
Carolina.  He  has  been  in  his  regiment,  and  all 
he  has  had  the  privilege  of  drawing  is  ten  dollars 
a  month.  The  paymasters  of  the  Army  paying 
these  troops  have  declined  to  pay  anything  more 
than  ten  dollars  a  month.  I  think  it  is  a  con- 
struction that  ought  not  to  be;  for  if  he  is  entitled 
to  be  a  chaplain  I  think  he  ought  to  have  the  same 
pay  as  any  other  chaplain.  We  have  raised  and 
are  raising  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  regi- 
ments of  colored  troops,  and  there  are  many  min- 
isters of  the  gospel  among  them  that  have  a  great 
deal  of  influence  with  them,  and  will  be  sought 
for  and  be  appointed,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  occupy  the  same  position  as  if 
they  were  white  men. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  x'oll;  but 
before  concluding  it — 

Mr.  WILSON.  With  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  I  ask  leave  to. withdraw  the  propo- 
sition. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  any  ob- 
jection to  the  Senator  withdrawing  his  amend- 
ment.' 

Mr.  POWELL.     I  have  none. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  hears 
no  objection.  The  amendment  is  withdrawn  by 
unanimous  consent. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  move  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  we  shall  have  an  ex- 
ecutive ses.sion.     [Oh,  no!] 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  is  too  late  for  that.  I 
move  thnt  the  Senate  .-tdj'ourn. 

Mr.  SUlMNER.  Will  the  Senator  withdraw 
his  motion  for  a  moment.'     1  merely  wish  to  take 


up  the  bill  which  was  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  yesterday,  to  have  it  up  in  order  to  proceed 
with  it  at  one  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  can  be  called  up  at  one 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  But  if  it  is  taken  up  now  and 
left  as  the  unfinished  business,  it  will  come  up 
then. 

Mr.  POWELL.    What  is  the  bill? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  A  bill  to  repeal  the  fugitive 
slave  act. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  do  not  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TatTRSDAT,  March  17,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Marks. 
The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

SOUTHWEST  BKANOII  PACIFIC    RAILROAD. 

Mr.  BOYD.  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  bill  to  complete  the 
southwest  branch  of  the  Pacific  railroad. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     Let  the  bill  be  read. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extenso. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  do  not  object  to  that  bill  if 
it  is  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  That 
committee  has  heretofore  had  the  subject  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  BOYD.  I  want  to  have  it  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Moneys  have 
been  collected  for  transportation  upon  that  south- 
west branch  since  1861. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  same  subject  has  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  I  must 
object  unless  this  bill  takes  the  same  reference. 

Mr.  BOYD.     I  agree  to  that. 

The  bill  was  received,  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

PETER  NICOL. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  move  that  the  papers  in  the 
case  of  Peter  Nicol  be  withdrawn  from  the  files 
of  the  House  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

UNEMPLOYED  GENERAL  OFFICERS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  business  in 
order  to  be  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Ashley]  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  House  joint  resolution  No.  49,  to 
drop  from  the  rolls  of  the  Army  unemployed  gen- 
eral officers, until  yesterday  three  weeks,  on  which 
motion  the  previous  question  had  been  called. 

On  seconding  the  demaitd  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, there  were — ayes  35,  noes  20;  no  quorum 
voting. 

Mr.  ANCONA  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and  the  fol- 
lowing members  failed  to  answer  to  their  names: 

Messrs.William  J.  Allen,  Daily,  Blaine,  Francis  P.  Blair, 
Brooks,VVilliam  G.Brown,  Chanler,  Freeman  Clarke,  Clay, 
Cobb,  Cravens,  Creswcll,  Dixon,  Eden,  Edgerton,  English, 
Finck,  Frank,  Ganson,  Gooch,  Grider,  Griiniell,  James  T. 
Hale,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Asalirl  VV.  Hubbard,  John  H. 
Hubbard,  nuU)urd,Jenckes,  Philip  Johnson,  William  John- 
son, Kasson,  Orlando  Kellogg,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear, 
Lc  Blond,  Littlcjohn,  Lovejoy,  Mallory,  Marey,  Marvin, 
McKinney,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odl'll,  John  O'Neill.  Patterson, 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  H.  Randall, 
Robinson,  Edwarti  H.  Rollins,  James  S.  Rollins,  Scott, 
Sloan,  Smith,  Starr,  Thomas,  Tracv,  Wadsworth,  Ward, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  WhiM',  Joseph  W.  White, Williams, 
Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood,  and  Fernando  Wood. 

Mr.  ANCONA  moved,  as  a  quourm  had  an- 
swered to  their  names,  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  postpone,  and  tellers  on  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  not  ordered. 

On  a  division,  there  were — ayes  52,  noes  33. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  demanded  the  yeas  and  nuys. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
had  licen   refused. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  demanded  teller.-?. 
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Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Schenck  and 
Harrington  were  appointed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  the  tellers  having 
reported — ayes  63,  noes  43. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  postponed,  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  latter  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas 82,  nays  37;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Ashley,  Baily, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beainan, 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  Bliss,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Bioomall, 
ClKinler,  Ambrose  VV.  Clark,  Coftroth,Cox,  Dawson,  Den- 
ison,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eldridge,  Eliot,  Fenton, 
Frank,  Griswold,  Hall,  Herriek,  Hotchkiss,  Hutcliins, 
Kalbtleisch,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Long,  Marcy,  McAl- 
lister, McBride,  McClurg,  McDovveJl,Middleton,  William 
H.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Daniel  Morris,  James  R.  Morris, 
Morrison,  Leonard  Myers,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pen- 
dleton, Perliam,  Perry,  Price,  Priiyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J. 
Randall,  John  H.  Rice,  Rogers,  Ross,  Shannon,  Smithers, 
JolinB.  Steele,  VVilliamG.  Steele,  Stevens,  Stiles,  Strouse, 
Stuart,  Sweat,  Thayer,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Voor- 
nees,  VVadsworth,  William  B.  Washburn,  Websier,  Wha- 
ley,  Wheeler,  Windom,  and  Yeaman— 82. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ar- 
nold, Brandegee,  Cobb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas 
T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Doming,  Eckley,  Farnsworth,  Harding, 
Holman,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W. 
Kellogg,  Longyear,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Amos  My- 
ers, Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Pike,  Alexander  H.  Rice, 
Schenck, Scofield, Spalding,  Starr,Tracy,  Elihu  B.  Wash- 
burne,  VVilliaras,  Wilder,  and  Woodbridge — 37. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney, 
their  Secretary,  notified  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  passed  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  40)  making 
appropriations  for  the  consular  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1865,  with  amendments,  in  which  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  was  requested. 

Also,  that  the  President  did,  on  the  15th  in- 
stant, approve  and  sign  an  act  (S.  No.  120)  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to 
preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  approved  June 
30,  1834. 

RAILROADS  TO  NEW  YORK. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  nextbusi- 
ness  in  order  was  the  consideration  of  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  307)  to  declare  certain  roads  military-roads 
and  post  roads,  and  to  regulate  commerce,  the 
consideration  of  which  was  postponed  until  Wed- 
nesday, March  16,  the  question  being  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  DEMING.  This  bill  was  introduced  upon 
the  petition  of  the  Raritan  and  Delaware  Bay  Rail- 
road Company  to  have  their  road  declared  a  law- 
ful strticture,  and  a  post  and  military  road  of  the 
United  States.  The  bill  was  reported  a  week  ago 
yesterday,  and  laid  upon  the  table  upon  my  own 
motion,  with  an  order  to  print  it  and  the  accom- 
panying report,  that  the  House  might  have  abund- 
ant time  for  its  consideration. 

The  petitioners  have  constructed  a  railroad  fromg| 
Port  Monmouth,  near  Sandy  Hook,  to  Atsion^ 
which  lies  nearly  east  of  Philadelphia,  and  it  is 
connected  by  the  Batsto  branch  with  the  Camden 
and  Atlantic  Railroad  Company.  Thus  by  means 
oftheroad  they  have  constructed,  by  means  of  the 
Batsto  branch,  and  by  means  of  the  Camden  and 
Atlantic  Railroad  Company,  they  have  araiiroad 
constructed  from  Port  Monmouth,  near  Sandy 
Hook,  to  Camden,  which  is  opposite  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  They  have  also  a  steamboat  run- 
ning from  the  city  of  New  York  to  Port  Mon- 
mouth ,  and  a  ferry  running  from  Camden  to  Phil- 
adelphia; and  thus  by  means  of  their  railroads, 
their  steamboats,  and  their  ferry,  they  have  a  con- 
tinuous thi-ough  line  from  the  city  of  New  York 
to  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

In  one  great  emergency  of  the  nation,  shortly 
after  the  battle  of  Antietam,  and  when  there  was 
a  univei-sal  panic  throui,'h  the  country,  and  when 
the  interests  of  the  Republic  were  most  seriously 
imperiled,  this  continuous  through  line  from  New 
York  to  Pliilndelphia  was  able  to  render  great 
service  to  the  nation,  and  actually  carried  over 
this  through  line  upwards  of  seventeen  thousand 
troops,  and  upwards  of  eight  hundred  thousand 
pounds  of  munitions  of  war.     Shortly  after  they 


had  performed  this  great  service  to  the  country, 
a  petition  for  an  injunction  was  brought  against 
them  by  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Com- 
pany, before  the  chancellor  of  New  Jersey;  and 
since  this  subject  has  been  before  the  committee 
a  decree  of  the  chancellor  has  been  issued  in  that 
case,  a  synopsis  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  re- 
port which  accompanies  this  bill.  The  chancellor 
enjoins  the  use  of  the  petitioners'road,  except  for 
local  purposes,  and  orders  that  the  Raritan  and 
Delaware  Bay  Railroad  Company  pay  to  the  Cam- 
den and  Amboy  Railroad  Company  all  sums  col- 
lected byth^  former  for  through  business,  includ- 
ing the  amount  received  for  transportation  of 
troops;  and  the  chancellor  decrees  that  the  peti- 
tioners' road  has  no  right  to  carry  or  aid  in  car- 
rying passengers  and  freight  between  New  York 
and  Philadelphia. 

The  effect  of  this  decision,  as  the  House  will 
see,  is  to  destroy  this  road  as  a  continuous  through 
i-oad  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  It 
confines  it  to  local  business  between  Camden  and 
Port  Monmouth.  It  cuts  off  both  ends  of  the 
road ;  cuts  off  the  steamboat  transportation  on  the 
Raritan  bay,  and  the  ferry  upon  the  Delaware 
river,  thus  destroying  the  road  as  a  continuous 
through  route  between  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  petitioners  come 
to  Congress  for  relief,  praying  that  their  roads 
and  its  branches,  and  its  accompanying  ferries, 
may  be  declared  lawful  structures,  and  also  post 
and  military  roads  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
consideration  of  the  petitioners'  case  two  ques- 
tions arise:  first,  has  Congress  the  power  to  grant 
the  relief  for  which  the  petitioners  pray;  and  sec- 
ond, does  the  application  present  a  proper  case 
for  the  exercise  of  that  power? 

The  committee  believe  that  Congress  has  the 
power  under  two  clauses  of  the  Constitution:  first, 
under  the  clause  which  authorizes  us  to  establish 
post  roads;  and  second,  under  the  clause  which 
authorizes  us  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  among  the  several  States,  and  with  the 
Indian  tribes.  The  committee  have  gathered  to- 
gether in  their  report  the  instances  in  which  Con- 
gress has  exercised  the  power  of  declaring  roads 
post  roads  and  part  of  the  military  establishment 
of  the  United  States.  And  under  the  power  to 
establish  post  roads  we  have  precedents  which 
we  regard  as  applicable  to  this  particular  case, 
and  which  we  think  authorize  us  in  granting  the 
relief  for. which  the  petitioners  pray. 

The  cases  are  so  fully  cited  in  the  report  which 
accompanies  the  bill  that  I  hardly  feel  it  neces- 
sary to  detain  the  House  by  preseming  them  in 
detail.  Unquestionably  the  one  most  pertinent  to 
the  present  application  is  to  be  found  in  volume 
twelve  United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  where,  in 
an  act  to  establish  certain  post  roads,  in  sections 
one  and  two,  it  is  enacted — 

"  That  the  bridge  partly  constructed  across  the  Ohio  river, 
at  Steubenville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  abutting  on  the  Vir- 
ginia shore  of  said  river,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  lawful 
structure."        ******** 

"That  the  said  bridge  and  Holliday's  Cove  railroad  are 
hereby  declared  a  public  highway  and  established  a  post 
road,  for  the  purpose  of  transmission  of  mails  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  Steubenville  and  Indiana  Railroad  Com- 
pany, chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
the  Holliday's  Cove  Railroad  Company,  chartered  by  the 
State  of  Virginia,  or  either  of  them,  are  authorized  to  com- 
plete,maintain,  and  operate  said  road  and  bridge  when  com- 
pleted, as  set  forth  in  the  preceding  section,  anything  in  the 
law  or  laws  of  the  above-named  States  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding." 

In  addition  to  this  most  remarkable  precedent, 
so  applicable  to  the  circumstances  which  I  have 
already  detailed,  you  will  find  in  the  report  five 
or  six  other  precedents  bearing  upon  the  question 
in  hand. 

The  committee  also  believe  that  Congress  has 
full  power  of  granting  the  relief  asked  for  by  these 
petitioners  under  its  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  among  the  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  the  committee,  in  the  re- 
port which  accompanies  this  bill,  have  gathered 
together  from  the  United  States  reports  the  decis- 
ions which  affect  this  question,  and  believe  that 
under  those  decisions  full  power  is  given  to  Con- 
gress to  interfere  in  this  case  and  grant  the  peti- 
tioners the  relief  which  they  claim. 

It  also  appears,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  itselFhas  recognized  this  right  in  Con- 
gress to  establish  i>  road  over  its  territory.  By 
the  sixth  section  of  an  act  relating  to  the  Camden 


and  Amboy  Railroad  and  Transportation  Com- 
pany it  is  declared — 

"  That  when  any  other  railroad  or  roads  for  the  trans- 
portation of  passengers  and  property  between  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  across  this  State,  shall  be  constructed 
and  used  for  that  purpose,  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  law 
of  this  State  or  the  United  States  authorizing  or  recogniz- 
ing said  road,  that  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  said  dividends 
shall  no  longer  be  payable  to  the  State,  and  the  said  stock 
shall  be  retransferred  to  the  company  by  the  treasurer  of 
this  State." 

Thus  the  State  of  New  Jersey  has  recognized 
the  right  of  Congress  to  exercise  the  very  power 
which  the  petitioners  pray  for  in  this  case;  and  the 
Camden  and  Amboy  Company,  by  assenting  to 
this  act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  have 
debarred  themselves  from  claiming  that  any  of 
their  chartered  rights  or  privileges  are  infringed 
by  the  bill  under  consideration.  Before  moving 
the  previous  question  1  desire  to  give  gentlemen 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  this  question. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticuta  question,  if  he  will  let 
me;  and  that  is,  whether  the  words  "  btiilt  and 
to  be  built,"  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  in  his 
understanding  confers  a  power  upon  these  com- 
panies to  go  anywhere  they  please,  or  whether  it 
is  his  understanding  that  the  powers  conferred  are 
limited  to  such  branches  as  have  been  located  and 
are  under  actual  construction.' 

Mr.  DEMING.  The  latter  construction  of  the 
gentleman  is  the  correct  one. 

Mr.  THAYER.  In  that  view  of  it,  I  shall  vote 
for  the  bill. 

"Mr.  PRUYN.  What  was  the  gentleman's  an- 
swer to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania? 

Mr.  DEMING.  My  answer  was  that  the  last 
construction  given  to  the  clause  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  was,  in  my  judgment,  the  cor- 
rect one.  By  that  first  section  we  declare  this 
road  to  be  a  lawful  structure.  The  second  sec- 
tion declares  the  continuous  through  route  to  be 
a  public  highway,  and  that  it  may  be  used  for 
that  purpose.  The  third  section  authorizes  the 
companies  to  use  the  road  for  that  purpose,  and 
extends  the  franchise  to  the  assigns  of  the  com- 
pany. My  intention  is  to  call  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  this  bill;  but,  before  doing  so,  I  am  will- 
ing to  give  gentlemen  a  full  opportunity  to  discuss 


iyiuring  my  time. 

*rh 


'he  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  forty- 
five  minutes  of  his  hour  remaining,  and  the  morn- 
ing hour  will  expire  in  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  ROGERS  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  Let  me  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  that  there  are  but  ten  minutes 
of  the  morning  hour  remaining,  and  then  terri- 
torial business  will  come  up  as  the  special  order. 

Mr.  DEMING.  I  shall  be  obliged,  then,  to 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
cutoff  all  debate  on  a  bill  so  important  to  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  as  this  is. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman if  this  bill  will  not  come  up  to-morrow 
during  the  morning  hour? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  come  upon  Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.  DAWES.  As  the  gentletnan  from  Con- 
necticut has  ten  minutes  left  during  the  morning 
hour,  I  would  like  to  ask  him  some  questions. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  like  first 
to  ascertain  whatthegcntleman  from  Connecticut 
requii'es. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  that  this  is  one  of  the  most  important 
measures  ever  presented  to  this  body,  and  the 
idea  of  disposing  of  it  in  an  hour  or  two,  or  any- 
thing like  that,  is  quite  impossible,  and  would  be 
n  tyrannical  act  on  the  partof  the  majority  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  DEMING.  I  ask  the  Chair  whether  this 
bill  will  be  in  order  in  the  morning  hour  to-mor- 
row? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  not.  To-morrow 
will  be  private  bill  day,  when  the  bill  in  regard 
to  homesteads  will  come  up. 

Mr.  DEMING.  When  will  this  bill  come  up 
next  in  order? 

The  SPEA  KER.  It  will  coiTie  during  the  morn- 
ing hour  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  DEMING.  In  order  to  give  gentlemen 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  it  I  nm  willing  that 
the  bill  .shiill  go  over  till  Tuesday  next. 
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Mr.  ROGERS.    We  agree  to  tliat. 

Tlie  SPEAKER.  Then  the  bill  goes  over  till 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  DEMING.  With  the  understanding  that 
it  shall  be  a  special  order  on  that  day,  and  from 
day  to  day  until  disposed  of. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  has  that  cflcct  now. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I,  for  one,  shall  object.  I  am 
not  willing  to  have  all  questions  made  special  or- 
ders. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  only  course  is  for 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  to  occupy  the 
floor  till  fifteen  minutes  past  one  o'clock,  when 
it  will  go  over  till  next  Tuesday. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  1  would  prefer  to  submit  my 
views  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  inquire  whether, if 
the  bill  goes  over  till  Tuesday  next,  it  will  not  be 
the  regular  business  from  day  to  day  during  the 
morning  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  will. 

Mr.  DEMING.     I  will  consent  to  that. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  want  to  get  a  little  informa- 
tion from  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  interrogatory  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Tiiayeu.]  I  see  that  the 
phraseology  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  directed  his  at- 
tention, declares  this  road,  and  the  branches 
thereof  built  and  to  be  built,  to  be  lawful  struc- 
tures. The  interrogatory  put  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  was,  whether  the  bill  was 
meant  to  legalize  such  branches  as  were  to  be 
built,  or  only  those  which  are  already  built.  The 
reply  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  was  that 
the  latter  was  the  proper  construction.  I  ask  him 
whelfter  there  is  anything  in  the  bill  that  assures 
us  that  that  is  the  construction  that  must  be  given 
to  it. 

Mr.  DEMING.  Thatisthelegal  construction 
which  the  committee  gives  to  the  bill.  I  cannot 
tell  what  construction  may  be  put  upon  it  by  those 
who  are  not  so  thoroughly  educated  in  the  sci- 
ence of  legal  construction  as  is  my  friend  from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  bill  should  be  so  drafted 
that  there  could  be  no  mistake  on  that  point.  1 
have  not  any  apprehension  that  .these  branches 
will  be  extended  into  the  Stale  of  Massachusi^s, 
but  I  only  want  to  know  where  these  branches 
are  to  extend  in  New  Jersey.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  bill  that  restricts  them. 

Mr.  DEMING.  I  can  assure  the  gentleman 
that  there  is  no  idea  of  extending  these  branches 
into  Massachusetts,  or  any  further  than  the  cor- 
poration is  authorized  to  go  by  its  charter. 

Mr.  DAWES.  If  the  bill  is  to  be  confined  to 
the  branches  already  built  then  the  phraseology 
used  is  incorrect.  If  it  is  to  apply  to  some  branch 
to  be  built,  either  we  must  locale,  or  somebody 
else  will  locate  it.  If  somebody  else  is  to  locale 
it  I  want  to  know  who. 

A  Member.  New  Jersey  is  Only  wide  enough 
for  one  railroad  track.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  DEMING.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
my  friend  from  Massachusetts  to  the  map  which 
accompanies  lhi.s  report.  Perhaps,  if  he  will  give 
it  as  earnest  attention  as  he  ha.sgiven  to  question- 
ing me  upon  matters  of  construction,  he  will  be 
better  prepared,  when  I  rise  again  on  this  subject, 
to  play  the  part  of  cross-questioner. 

The  road,  as  you  see  by  the  map,  begins  at 
Port  Monmouth,  near  Sandy  Hook.  In  order 
to  reach  Port  Monmouth  it  is  necessary  that  there 
shall  be  water  communication  to  the  city  of  New 
York.  The  distance  from  New  York  to  Port 
Monmouth,  I  will  inform  my  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, is  eiijhteen  miles.  The  distance  from 
Port  Monmouth  to  Atsion  is  sixty-three  and  three 
quarter  miles,  and  the  distance  from  Atsioti  to 
Camden  is  twenty-eight  and  a  half  miles,  iriaking 
the  entire  distance  from  New  York  to  Philadel- 
phia one  hundred  and  ten  miles.  'l"he  olhcrronte 
IS  ninety-three  miles.  Any  gentleman  who  has 
been  aware  of  the  extreme  pressure  brought  upon 
tliis  House  to  establish  another  line  of  transpor- 
tation between  the  city  of  New  York  and  the  city 
of  Washington,  especially  g(;nllem{;n  who  re|)re- 
Bcnt  StateR  which  have  instructed  ihem  to  pro- 
vide additional  mi  an.s  of  comniunication  bdween 
New  York  and  Philadelphia — those  States  having 
said  in  their  resolutions  thatthe  present  meansof 
intercommunication  arc  notoriously  inadequate — 
can  hardly  consent  to  aid  in  destroying  a  contin- 


uous through  line  between  those  cities.  The  pres- 
sure upon  the  existing  routes  has  been  so  great 
that  during  this  winter  the  Government  has  been 
obliged  to  use  water  transportation  by  the  way 
of  the  Potomac.  Gentlemen  who  know  that  the 
commercial  community  as  well  as  the  Govern- 
ment demand  increased  facilities,  and  ihat  this 
Plouse  has  passed  by  unanimous  consent  a  res- 
olution which  recites  in  its  preamble  that  the  pres- 
ent facilities  were  notoriously  inadequate 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  Has  the  morning  hour  ex- 
pired .' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  has. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  call  for  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

Mr.  DEMING.  What  becomes  of  the  pend- 
ing bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  goes  over  to  Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  call  for  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

The  SPEAKER  slated  the  first  business  in  or- 
der to  be  the  special  order,  being  territorial  busi- 
ness. , 

TREATY  WITH  ECUADOR. 

Mr.  COX.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  make  a  repoi-t  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs  to  carry  out  treaty  stipulations 
with  Ecuador,  recommended  by  the  President  in 
a  message  sent  to  us  a  few  days  ago,  and  which 
will  occupy  but  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     I  do  not  object  to  that. 

Mr.  COX,  by  unanimous  consent,  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  the  convention  with  Ecuador  for 
the  mutual  adjustment  of  claims;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extenso. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  the  third  section 
of  the  bill,  which  I  think  confers  extraordinary 
powers  upon  the  President  in  respect  to  compen- 
sation. 

Mr.  COX.  The  bill  has  been  drawn  precisely 
in  conformity  with  bills  passed  heretofore  in  ref- 
erence to  conventions  established  with  New  Gran- 
ada, Costa  Rica,  and  Peru.  The  usual  compen- 
sation has  been  granted  to  the  commissioner  in 
this  case.  I  would  not  ask  instant  action  on  this 
bill;  but  the  commission  will  have  to  meet  pretty 
soon,  and  the  necessary  arrangements  and  the 
papers  ought  to  be  sent  out  by  the  next  steamer. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time,;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

iVlr.  COX  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  thatthe  vote 
to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

STATE  OF  NEVADA. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  business  in  or- 
der to  be  the  consideration  of  Setiate  bill  No.  9G, 
to  enable  the  people  of  Nevada  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
fooling  with  the  original  States,  the  consideration 
of  which  had  been  postponed  to  this  day. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extenso. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  1  have  nothing  to  say  upon 
this  bill  further  than  this:  that  it  jiassed  the  Sen- 
ate two  years  ago  and  again  unanimously  at  this 
session. 

Mr.  KINNEY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  whether 
the  boundaries  provided  in  the  second  section  in- 
terfere with  the  present  boundaries  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Utah  ? 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  They  do  not.  I  demand  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  quCstion  was  seconded, and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  lime,  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  ihe  bill  was  passed;  and  alst)  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
NATIONAL  CURRENCV. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resoIutiiTli;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Conmiitlec  on  Printing: 

Ilesolvcd,  Tliai  ilicrc  be  i)riiitc(l  lor  lliu  use  of  the  mem- 


bers of  ilic  House  two  thousand  extra  copies  ofHouse  bill 
No.  333,  to  provide  ;i  national  currency  secured  by  pledge 
of  United  States  stocks,  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation 
and  redemption  thereof. 

STATE  OF  COLORADO. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  next  business  in 
order  to  be  Senate  bill  No.  97,  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple of  Colorado  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  Stale 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  ori- 
ginal States,  the  consideration  of  which  had  been 
postponed  to  this  day. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  This  is  in  the  same  terms  as 
the  bill  just  passed  by  the  House. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Let  it  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  ihe  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union, 
where  it  can  be  considered  section  by  section. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  prefer,  unless  gentlemen  are 
anxious  to  debate  it,  to  put  the  bill  upon  its  jias- 
sage. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  If  the  gentleman  will 
allow  me,  I  will  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  cannot  consent  to  send  the 
bill  to  the  tombs  in  that  way.  If  the  gentleman 
(fcsires  me  to  yield  to  any  member  upon  that  side 
to  discuss  the  measure,!  have  no  objection  to 
doing  ihat. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  After  the  gentleman  has 
moved  the  prc^vious  question,  will  it  not  be  in 
order  to  move  so  to  refer  it.' 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  under  the  rules  as  they 
now  exi.st. 

Mr.  COX.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
examine  these  bills  critically.  I  believe  they  are 
bills  for  the  admission  of  three  States.' 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  COX.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
whether  he  proposes  to  admit  these  States  when 
they  attain  a  certain  population.' 

Mr.  ASHLEY.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  COX.  They  are  nol  required  to  liave  a 
population  equal  to  the  ratio  of  one  member  of 
Congress? 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  COX.  1  would  like  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  that  effect.  I  believe  in  the  general  policy 
which  was  agreed  upon  when  last  we  discussed 
and  undertook  to  mature  the  territorial  iiolicy. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  These  Territories  of  Nevada, 
Colorado,  and  Nebraska  have  a  larger  population 
than  Oiegon  had  when  she  was  admitted,  and 
even  more  than  she  had  under  the  census  of  1860. 
The  gentleman  voted  fortheadinission  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  COX.  I  voted  for  the  admission  of  Ore- 
gon; but  I  was  satisfied  that  she  had  a  population 
equal  to  the  ratio  of  a  member  of  Congress.  1 
was  satisfied  upon  that  point  by  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Stevens, of  Oregon,  made  at  the  time.  But 
this  side  of  the  House,  and  a  large  proportion  of 
the  members  upon  the  other  side,  agreed  upon  a 
general  system  as  to  these  bills  admitting  Terri- 
tories; and  I  think  Judge  Douglas  reported  a  bill 
in  conformity  to  the  idea  that  no  State  should  be 
admitted  under  an  enabling  act,  unless  the  census 
showed  a  population  equal  to  the  ratio  for  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  gentleman  proposes 
to  admit  this  State  under  the  war  power.  If  not, 
then  it  is  under  the  ofd  policy.  1  suppose  the 
gentleman  prohibits  slavery  by  the  bill? 

Mr.  ASHLEY.    Yes. 

Mr.  COX.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  I  should 
not  have  asked  the  question. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  would  inquire  of  thegen- 
tleman  what  is  the  use  of  |)rohibilingu  thing  which 
is  dead  every  where  according  to  ihe  theory  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio?  I  think  I  have  heard  but 
bne  gentleman  upon  that  side  of  the  House  contend 
thalthere  was  any  life  left  in  slavery;  and  ihat  was 
the  gentleman  froiifi  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis,]  who 
thought  it  was  still  kicking  a  little. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  In  reply  to  ihe  gentleman,  1 
would  say  that  1  have  never  declared  upon  this 
floor,  or  elsewhere,  that  slavery  was  dead,  but  if 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Cox]  tTesires  to  offerananiend 
ment  to  establish  slavery  in  ihis  Territory,  I  will 
yield  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

i\lr.  Ci)X.  The  gentleman  knows  thai  I  nevei 
proposed  to  establish  or  exclude  slavery  from  the 
Territories.  Our  determination  was  to  leave  that 
matter  to  the  people  of  the  Territories  always,  and 
the  intimation  of  my  colleague  does  not  come  with 
good  grace  from  an  intelligentCongrcasmiin  know- 
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ing  the  antecedents  of  both  parties  upon  that  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  If  the  gentleman  will  extend 
to  me  the  courtesy  which  he  extends  to  his  col- 
league I  will  propose  to  amend  his  bill  by  striking 
out  that  prohibitory  clause,  thus  leaving  the  bill 
uncommitted  upon  that  subject. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  have  no  objection  totliegen- 
tlcman  making  that  motion. 

Mr.  COX.  With  the  permission  of  the  gen- 
tleman 1  will  move  to  amend  so  as  to  provide  that 
the  Territory  shall  not  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  State  until  there  is  evidence  that  she  has  a 
population  equal  to  the  ratio  of  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, in  the  form  of  former  bills  upon  that  subject. 

The  SPEAKER.  To  which  gentleman  does 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  yield  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment? 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  To  tiie  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Myamendmentis  to  strike 
out  that  clause  which  prohibits  slavery  and  invol- 
untary servitude. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  think  that  is  the  only  amend- 
ment I  can  receive.  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  ordered  tellers,  and  appointed 
Mr.  Ashley  and  Mr.  Cox. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  60,  noes  36. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  question  is  upon 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  v/ilhdraw  my  amendment. 
1  will  not  insist  upon  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  rule  states  that  after  the 
previous  question  is  seconded  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered,  a  motion  to  amend, or  other  propo- 
sition, cannot  be  withdrawn,  because  that  might 
have  been  the  inducement  to  the  House  to  second 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  The  rule  has  universally 
been  that  a  member  can  always  withdraw  an 
amcTidment  when  he  chooses. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  have  the  rule 
read.  The  Chair  recollects  therule  very  distinctl}', 
and  thinks  he  has  quoted  the  exact  language  of 
the  rule,  and  the  Journal  clerk  thinks  so  also. 
The  Chair  will  turn  to  the  rule,  however,  in  a 
moment. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  rule  will  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  from  the  Digest,  as  follows: 

"A  motion  to  amend  cannot  be  modified  after  the  pre- 
vious question  is  seconded,  doubtless  for  the  reason  that 
the  pendency  of  a  particular  amendment  may  be  the  in- 
ducement for  seconding  the  previous  question." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky will  see  that  the  Chair  quoted  the  language 
of  the  rule. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  would  inquire  what  my  amendment  is.-' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  to  strike  out  a  certain 
part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  What  part?  I  have  never 
indicated  the  precise  part. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman's  motion  was 
to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill  which  requires 
the  constitution  to  be  a  free  constitution. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  submit  that  an  amend- 
ment of  that  kind  is  too  vague  and  indefinite  to 
be  entertained  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  submit  that 
the  gentlenian  cannot  make  that  objection  to  his 
own  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  that  it 
is  the  constant  practice  of  the  House  to  entertain 
motions  to  strike  out  a  certain  part  of  a  bill  with- 
out the  ameiidme)it  being  reduced  to  \vriting. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  suggest  that  an  amend- 
ment tnust  be  reduced  to  writing. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  point  of  order  comes 
too  late.  If  it  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  at  the  time  he  oflered  his  amend- 
ment the  Chair  would  have  sustained  it.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Can  an  amendment  be  out 
of  order  when  it  is  offered  and  afterwards  become 
in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  the  daily  practice  of 
the  House  to  consider  bills  containing  appropri- 


ations in  the  House  when  the  question  is  put  to 
the  House  and  no  objection  is  made. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  The  Speaker  of  the  House 
is  very  censurable  for  entertaining  such  a  vague 
amendment.     [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.     That  may  be. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  17,  nays  86;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  James  C. Allen,  Ancona,  Chanter,  Cox, 
Dawson,  Denison,  Eldridyc,  Hall,  Harding,  Knapp,  Long, 
Mallory,  William  H.  Miller,  Morrison,  John  O'Neill,  Ross, 
and  Stiles— 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ash- 
ley, Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
Bcaman,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Jacob  R.  Blair,  Blow,  Boutwell, 
Boyd,  Broomall,  James  S.  Brown,  Ambrose  VV.  Clark, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis, Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes, 
Donnelly,  Driggs,  Duniont,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  l''enton, 
l^rank,  Garfielcl,  Gooch,  Griswold,  Higby,  Hotchkiss,  John 
H.  Hulibard,  Iliitchins,  Jenckes,.  Julian,  Kasson,  Keiley, 
Francis  VV.  Kello'gg,  ICernan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McAl- 
lister, McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller, 
Moorhead,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers, 
Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Ortb,  Perham,  Pike,  Price,  Alex- 
ander II.  Rice,  John  IL  Rice,  James  S.  Rollins,  Scofield, 
Shannon, Smith,  Smilhers,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stcvens,Sweat, 
Tliavcr,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Elrlm 
B.  VVashlmrne,  William  1!.  Washburn,  Webster,  Whaley, 
Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windoin,and  Woodbridge— 86. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  COBB  stated  that  Mr.  Sloan  was  detained 
from  the  House  by  extreme  indisposition  in  his 
family. 

Mr.  FENTON  announced  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Kellogg,  had  been  called  home  on  account 
of  sickness  in  his  family,  and  was  paired  with  Mr. 

McKlNNEY. 

Mr.  WILSON  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Hubbard,  was  detained  from  the  House  by  sick- 
ness, and  that  if  present  he  would  have  voted 
"  no"  on  this  question. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  now  to  offer  the  amend- 
ment which  I  have  indicated. 

The  SPEAKER.  No  amendment  is  in  order 
now. 

Mr.  COX.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Ashley]  gave 
me  the  privilege  of  offering  it.  I  indicated  to  him 
my  amendment  before  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Mallory]  indicated  his. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  asked  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ashley]  to  whom  he 
yielded  the  floor,  and  he  said  that  he  yielded  it 
to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  was 
not  sent  up  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  COX.  I  think  that  owing  to  this  misap- 
prehension my  colleague  will  allow  my  amend- 
ment to  be  voted  on. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  have  another  bill  here  to 
which  my  colleague  can  offer  his  amendment. 

Mr.  COX.     I  prefer  to  offer  it  to  this  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  cannot  be  done,  the  main 
question  having  been  ordered. 

Mr.  COX.  The  understanding  on  this  side  of 
the  House  was  that  we  should  have  a  vote  upon  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  stated  distinctly 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ashley]  re- 
fused to  yield  except  to  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr.  COX.  That  was  after  my  colleague  had 
agreed  to  accept  my  amer]dment;  but  1  will  not 
press  it  on  my  colleague. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, and  passed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  inoved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENNET.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  a  clerical  omission  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  just  passed;  and  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  have  it  supplied.  It  is  simply  to  add 
the  words  "to  the  place  of  beginning." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  omission  cannotbesup- 
plied  by  unanimous  consent.  The  Chair  has  ex- 
amined the  bill,  and  has  no  doubt  that  that  is 
now  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  bill. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TIIE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney, 
its  Secretary,  announc^ed  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  an  act  (No.  52)  to  provide  for  the  sutn- 
mary  trial  of  minor  offenses  against  the  laws  of 
the  United  States;  in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask 
the  concurrence  of  the  House. 


STATE  GOVERNMENT  FOR  NEBRASKA. 
The  SPEAKER  proceeded ,  as  the  next  business 
in  order,  to  call  for  reports  on  territorial  business. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories, reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  Ne- 
braska to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  Slate  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Slates; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  was  read  in  full. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  amend  by  adding  at  the 
end  of  the  first  section  the  following: 

Provided,  That  the  said  Territory  phall  not  be  admitted 
as  a  State  until  Congress  shall  be  satisfied  by  a  census  taken 
under  authority  of  law  that  the  population  of  said  Terri- 
tory shall  be  equal  to  that  required  as  the  ratio  for  one  mem- 
ber of  Congress  under  the  present  apportionment. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.   I  move  the  previnusquestion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  which  was  first  on  agree- 
ing to  Mr.  Cox's  amendment. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  43,  nays  72;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  James  S.  Brown,  (yhanler.  Cox,  Dawson,  Deni- 
son, Eldrtdge,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Herriek,  Holnian, 
Kalbfleisch,  Kernan.  Law,  X^ong,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McAl- 
lister, McDowell,  MiddletoM,  James  R.  Morris,  Noble, 
Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  P«irry,  Pruyn,  Rogers, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele, 
Stiles,  Strouse,  Sweat,  Voorhees,  VVadsworth,  Webster, 
Wheeler,  and  Yeaman — 43. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ash- 
ley, Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Francis  P. 
Blair,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall, 
Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Dawes,  Deming,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Duinont, Eekley,  Eliot, 
Fenton,  Frank,  Higby,  Hooper,  IJotchkisS;  John  H.  Hub- 
hard,  ICasson,  Keiley,  Francis  VV.  Kellogg,  Longyear.  Mar- 
vin, McBride,McClurg,Mclndoe,  Samuel  F. Miller,  Moor- 
head, Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers, 
Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Perham,  Pike,  Price,  Alex- 
ander H.  Rice,  John  U.  Rice,  Scofield,  Sliannim,  Smith, 
Smithers,  Spalding,  Stevens, Tliayer,Thonias  'i'racy,  Up- 
son, Van  Valkenburgh,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B. 
Washburn,  Wlialey,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  and  Wood- 
bridge — 73. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  PENDLETON  stated  that  his  colleagues, 
Messrs.  McKinney,  Johnson,  C.  A.  White,  and 
J.  W.  White,  were  paired  off  with  other  gentle- 
men. 

Mr.  NORTON  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Arnold,  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  leaving 
the  House  on  account  of  illness. 

The  result  was  announced  as  above  recorded. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  tiine;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mv.  ASHLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Before  the  House  proceeds 
to  other  territorial  business,  I  ask  consentto  make 
a  personal  explanation. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  FENTON.  '  The  explanation  I  desire  to 
make  is  not  personal  to  myself,  but  to  a  friend  of 
mine. 

On  the  27th  of  February  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Blair,]  in  his  place  on 
this  floor,  in  a  speech  made  by  him,  reail  a  letter 
written  by  Steptoe  B.  Taylor,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Baltimore  American  of  February  2, 
reflecting  upon  the  official  conduct  of  Mi-.  H.  A. 
Risley,  the  supervising  special  agent  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  alleging  that  he  had  given  a 
permit  to  a  notorious  rebel  blockade  runner  to 
transporta  quantity  ofgoods  within  the  rebel  lines 
in  the  counties  of  Northumberland  and  Lancaster, 
Virginia,  under  the  trade  rcgulalions  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  an  act  which  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  remarked  would  iiavesent  any  one  other 
than  a  Treasury  agent  to  Fort  La  Fayette. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  personally  well  acquainted  witli 
Mr.  Risley;  hccomcsfroiu  my  district;and  I  knov*r 
him  to  be  a  gentleman  of  high  character,  honor, 
and  integrity.  If  I  had  been  in  my  seat  when  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  was  made, 
I  should  have  interrupted  him,  and  repelled  any 
assault  or  charge  upon  him  for  official  misconduct, 

I  presume  that  it  had  not  come  wiihiii  the  ob- 
servation of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  that 
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this  letter  which  had  appeared  in  the  Baltimore 
American  of  Februnry  2  was  corrected  very  soon 
thereafter  by  Mr.  Taylor  himself,  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Risley.  I  ask  that  that 
letter  may  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

TREASunY  Department, 
VVAsniNOTON,  February  3,  1864. 
Messrs.  Editors  Baltimore  Jlmerican : 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  communication  of 
Stt'ptoe  B.  Taylor,  in  the  Ameiicun  of  this  mornine.  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  Samuel  G.  Miles,  as  the  agent  of 
another  party,  has  cleared  merchandise  from  Baltimore, 
witli  permission  from  Mr.Risley,  the  agent  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  sanctioned  by  General  Butler,  to  take  the  same 
within  the  rebel  lines. 

Allow  me  to  say  that  no  person  has  at  anytime  received 
nutliority  from  me,  or  from  the  Treasury  Department,  to 
transport  merchandise  within  the  rebel  lines. 

Regulation  Vlf,  of  the  Treasury  Department,  concern- 
ing commercial  intercourse  with  and  in  the  insurrectionary 
States,  prescribes  that  "  commercial  intercourse  with  local- 
ilii'3  beyond  the  lines  of  military  occupation  by  the  United 
States  forces  is  strictly  prohibited  ;  and  no  permit  will  be 
granted  for  live  transportation  of  any  property  to  any  place 
under  the  control  of  insurgents  against  the  United  States." 

No  pi.'rmission  has  been  given  in  violation  of  this  regula- 
tion by  me,  or  by  any  oflicer  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
with  my  knowledge. 

Generals  eoniimmding  departments  have  exclusive  con- 
trol beyond  the  lines  of  military  occupation  by  United 
States  Ibrces,  and  whatever  action  has  been  taken  by  Gen- 
eral Butler  in  the  way  of  supplying  necessaries  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Lancaster  and  Northumberland  counties,  or  bringing 
out  Their  products  and  thus  diminishing  the  supplies  of  the 
rebel  army,  he  canjioubtless  justify  on  some  groimd  of  mil- 
itary expediency  or  necessity.  H.  A.  UISLEV, 
Superintendent,  Special  •/Igent,  iVc. 

Baltimore,  February  B,  1864. 

Gentlemen:  You  will  confer  on  nie  a  favor  by  publish- 
ing the  following  apology,  wliicli  I  desire  to  make  to  Hon. 
II.  A.  Risley,  special  agent,  &c.,  Treasury  Department.  I 
said,  in  a  former  communication,  "  that  the  schooner  Ann 
Hamilton,  Captain  Sterling,  with  Samuel  G.  Miles  on  board 
as  the  agent  of  another  party,  cleared  from  this  port,  &c., 
with  permission  from  Mr.  Risley."  I  made  this  statement, 
so  far  as  Mr.  Risley  is  concerned,  on  information  received 
from  a  gentleman  in  whom  I  have  every  confidence,  but  I 
am  perfectly  satisfied  now  that  he  was  mistaken,  (Mr.  Ris- 
•  ley's  denial  being  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me ;)  and  as  I 
have  made  the  assertion  through  your  paper,  I  desire  to  apol- 
ogize to  him  through  the  same,  and  I  deeply  regret  that  I 
should  have  been  led  into  such  an  error,  thereby  causing 
me  to  bring  a  charge  against  him  for  that  witli  which  he 
liad  nothing  to  do.  I  will  also  state  that  1  have  (apart  from 
Mr.  Risley 's  assertion)  received  information  which  satisfies 
me  that  I  was  in  error  so  far  as  he  was  concerned. 

But,  Messrs.  Editors,  the  said  vessel  and  cargo  did  clear 
from  this  port  for  the  Great  Wicomico  river,  Northumber- 
land county,  Virginia.  Mr.  Samuel  G.  Miles,  who  is  ac- 
knowledged by  every  one  who  knows  him  to  be  a  n^bel 
otthe  first  water,  did  go  in  her  as  age7it,and  the  district  of 
country  to  wliicl)  she  has  gone  Is  entirely  under  rebel  ju- 
risdiction. 

I  think  it  also  due  General  Butler  that  I  should  say  that 
in  a  communication  1  received  from  him  in  reference  to 
tliis  subject,  he  says,  "  1  will  have  the  matterof  your  com- 
plaint investigated  forthwith."    1  am  sure  he  will  do  it. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  STEI^TOE  B.  TAYLOR. 

Messrs.  Editors  of  the  Baltimore  American. 

Mr.  FENTON.  This  much  I  deemed  to  be 
due  to  my  friend,  a  faithful  public  officer  and  a 
gentleman  in  every  social,  private,  and  official 
relation. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  expla- 
nation just  made  by  my  friend  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Fenton]  in  regard  to  Mr.  Risley  may  be 
proper,  in  viewof  the  manner  in  which  the  charges 
nave  been  made,  but  certainly  no  such  explana- 
tion can  be  deemed  necessary  by  anybody  who 
has  ever  known  Mr.  Risley.  I  have  known  this 
gentleman  for  many  years  as  a  man  of  the  high- 
est character,  probity,  and  intelligence,  and  I  take 
groat  pleasure  in  adding  my  testimony  in  this  be- 
half to  that  which  has  been  so  justly  borne  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fenton.] 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  wish  to  say  in  reference  to 
Mr.  Risley  that  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  know- 
ing him  for  iTiany  years  as  a  man  of  honor  and 
integrity,  and  I  should  not  pay  the  slightest  re- 
gard to  any  charges  made  against  him.  I  have 
no  doubt  they  are  utterly  unfounded. 
TEHRITORY  OF  MONTANA. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  desire  now  to  withdraw  the 
motion  which  is  pending  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  to  establish  a  territorial  government 
for  the  Territory  of  Montana  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  and  now  report  the  bill 
back  from  that  committee  with  amendments. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  is  then  before  the 
House  for  it.i  nction. 

Mr.  KINNEY.  Theamendmcntsof  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories  change  the  boundaries  of 
thisproposedTerritory.  I  wish  toinquire  whether 
it  t.ikes  anything  from  the  Territory  of  Utah. 


Mr.  ASHLEY.  If  the  gentleman  will  look  at 
the  map  he  will  see  that  it  docs  not  come  within 
a  hundred  miles  of  Utah. 

Mr.  KINNEY.  I  understand  it  lies  north  of 
Utah. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  Tt  does  not  interfere  with  the 
Territory  of  Utah  at  all.  I  now  demand  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  ask  the  consent 
of  the  gentleman  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the 
third  section  of  the  bill  before  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  ordered  upon  it. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  will  hear  the  gentleman's 
amendment. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  desire  to  move 
the  following  to  be  added  to  the  third  section: 

Provided,  That  any  of  the  officers  now  appointed  under 
the  act  of  March  3,1833,  for  the  Territory  of  Idaho,  which 
is  subdivided  by  this  act.  may  without  any  new  commis- 
sion be  assignc<l  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
the  new  Territory  hereby  created  if  ha  shall  deem  it  expe- 
dient. Such  designation  shall  be  equivalent  in  all  things 
to  the  appointment  authorized  by  this  act. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment  being  offered  and  a  vote  of  the  House 
taken  upon  it,  and  will  witlidraw  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question  for  that  purpose. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Territories  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  desire  before  the  previous 
question  is  seconded  upon  the  bill  to  say  that  I 
understand  the  Territory  of  Idaho  was  only  or- 
ganized during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
that  its  organization  is  not  in  fact  yet  complete. 
And  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive  why  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  make  another  Territory  out  of  the 
Territory  of  Idaho,  thus  doubling  the  expenses 
of  the  management  of  that  tract  of  country.  If 
there  is  any  good  reason  for  this  increase  of  our 
national  expenses  then  I  am  willing  to  vote  for 
this  bill,  but  until  gentlemen  give  me  some  in- 
formation lipon  that  subject  I  cannot  so  vote. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  listened  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  frorn  New  York,  and  ap- 
prove it  for  this  reason:  the  President  would 
iiave  the  power  to  transfer  them;  but  he  would 
have  to  send  them  again  to  the  Senate  to  have 
new  coiTfimissions.  If  he  chooses  to  transfer  those 
already  appointed  from  Idaho  to  Montana  with- 
out the  delay  consequent  upon  new  commissions, 
I  think  that  he  should;  at  any  rate  he  has  the 
power.  W^e  know  very  well  that  in  framing  the 
original  bill  the  capital  is  fixed  at  the  extreine 
northwestern  corner.  I  suppose  that  the  officers 
appointed  by  this  division  will,  in  effect,  no  mat- 
ter where  they  reside,  be  thrown  over  into  that 
part  known  as  Idaho.  If  he  chooses  to  retain 
any  officers  in  Montana,  and  to  appoint  others 
in  that  Territory,  I  can  see  no  objection  to  his 
doing  it. 

Mr.  DAWES.  You  cannot  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress make  the  judges  appointed  for  Idaho  the 
judges  for  Montana. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Territorial  judges  are  en- 
tirely upon  a  different  footing  from  other  judges. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  am  aware  of  that;  not  in 
appointment,  but  in  the  duration  of  their  service, 
arising  from  political  considerations. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  it  depends  altogether 
on  the  act  of  Congress. 

Mr.  DAWES.  One  of  the  great  arguments 
against  the  fugitive  slave  law  is  that  judges  have 
been  created  by  act  of  Congress.  It  was  argued 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  by 
our  political  friends — l^o  not  know  whether  they 
were  the  gcnllemnn's — as  one  reason  why  that 
law  was  unconstitutional,  because  judges  were 
made  by  act  of  Congress,  and  not  by  nomination 
by  the  President  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Territorial  courts  are  con- 
gressional courts  created  by  acts  of  Congress. 
This  is  a  limit  of  jurisdiction  and  nothing  else. 
Therefore  there  is  nothing  in  the  gentleman's  ar- 
gument. 

The  amendment  was  again  reported. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  Mr.Sfioaker,  in  reply  to  the 
gcntlornan  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Spalding]  in  reference 
to  the  necessity  and  iiropriety  of  organizing  new 
Territories,  I  will  say  that  this  Territory  of  Idaho 
is  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  square  iniles 
wide.  I'he  Territory  is  divided  by  the  Rocky 
mountains.  According  to  the  best  information  I 
can  get  in  reference  to  tii is  question,  it  seems  there 
are  from  forty  to  fifty  thousand  in  the  Territory. 
About  seven  toon  thousand  of  tlip.sc  iiihabilanta  are 


upon  the  east  side  of  the  mountains,  the  remain- 
der being  upon  the  west  side  of  the  mountains. 
The  seatofgovernment  at  the  present  time  is  upon 
the  west  side  of  the  mountains,  and  nearly  all  of 
the  officers  of  theTrrritory  are  there.  Now  these 
seventeen  thousand  men  upon  the  east  side  of  the 
mountains  are  without  governmental  organization 
of  any  kind  whatever.  lam  informed  that  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  who  were  elected  on  the 
east  side  had  to  travel  seven  hundred  miles  to  get 
to  the  seat  of  government. 

It  is  said  that  this  mountain  is  difficult  to  pass, 
and  that  a  large  portion  of  it  is  impassable.  Here 
are  seventeen  thousand  people,  as  I  remarked  be- 
fore, without  a  government  at  all.  I  am  informed 
by  one  of  the  judges  of  Idaho  that  not  long  since, 
under  orders  of  a  vigilance  committee,  the  people 
hung  twenty-one  men. 

It  is  utterly  impossible,  sir,  that  government 
can  be  maintained  on  both  sides  of  the  mountain 
under  the  same  organization  with  any  degree  of 
efficiency  whatever.  I  am  also  informed  that  the 
population  is  increasing  there  very  rapidly.  Itis 
estimated  by  a  gentleman  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed that  by  next  midsummer  there  will  be  a 
hundred  thousand  people  in  this  part  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  a  memorial  from 
the  Territory  of  Idaho  on  this  particular  subject. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following: 
Memorial  praying  for  a  division  of  the  Territory,  and  the 
erection  of  the  eastern  portion  thereof  into  a  new  Terri- 
tory to  be  called  Jefterson  Territory. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Uitited  States,  in  Congress  assembled. 
The  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Idaho  would  respectfully  represent: 

1.  That  the  great  extent  of  the  Territory,  and  its  inter- 
section byrangesof  mountains,  the  trails  across  and  through 
which  are,  in  the  season  when  the  Legislative  Assembly 
should  convene,  obstructed  by  snow,  renders  it  in  all  cases 
ditficult  and  hazardous,  and  in  some  impossible,  for  the 
members  of  that  body  to  meet  at  any  point  on  either  side  of 
the  mountains. 

2.  That  the  Territory  is  naturally  divided  north  and  south 
by  the  great  chain  of  llie  Rocky  mountains,  the  Cour  De 
Luce  and  Bluer  Root  mountains,  which  present  an  almost 
insurmouniable  barrier  to  communication  between  the  in- 
habitants of  the  eastern  and  western  portions  for  at  least 
six  months  in  the  year,  and  will  prevent  the  inhabitants  of 
that  portion  in  which  the  capital  may  not  be  located  from 
being  properly  represented  in  Legislature. 

3.  The  mining  and  agricultural  interests  of  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  'J'erritory  are  being  greatly  and  constantly 
developed,  and  the  population  is  rapidly  increasing,  amount- 
ing now  to  about  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand,  whose  inter- 
ests would  be  greatly  subserved  by  such  a  division,  and  who 
elected  loyal  men  to  the  firstLegislalive  Assembly,  pledged 
to  support  this  memorial. 

Therefore,  your  memorialists  would  respectfully  ask  your 
honorable  bodies  to  erect  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Idaho  into  a  new  Territory  to  be  called  Jefferson 
Territory,  recommending  the  following  as  the  dividing  lino 
between  tlie  two  Territories  :  commencing  at  a  point  where 
the  sununit  of  the  main  chain  of  the  Rocky  mountains  inter- 
sects the  southern  boundary   of  the  Territory  of  Idaho; 
thence  northerly  along  said  summit  to  where  it  intersects 
the  one  hundred  and  thirteenth  meridian  of  longitude; 
thence  north  along  said  meridian  of  longitude  to  where  it 
again  intersects  the  summit  of  said  chain  of  mountains, 
north  of  latitude  17°  ;  thence  northerly  along  said  summit  to 
the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude. 
Passed  the  Council  December  22,  A.  D.  1863. 
Passed  the  House  of  Representatives  December  23, 1863. 
JAMES  LUFTS, 
Speaker  House  of  Representatives, 
JOSEPH  MILLBR, 

President  of  the  Council, 
Approved  December  30, 1863. 

WILLIAM  B.  DANIELS, 
Acting  Governor  of  Idaho  Teriitory. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  original 
memorial  passed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Idaho  now  in  session. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
r  1  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Territory  of  Idaho  this  2d 
L^'  ^-l    day  of  January,  A.  D.  1864. 

WILLIAM  B.  DANIELS, 
Secretary  of  Idaho  Territory. 

Mr.  WILSON.  With  the  permission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan  [Mr.  Beaman]  I  will  say 
one  word.  I  hope  the  House  will  not  indulge  in 
any  such  absurdity  as  that  of  the  pending  amend- 
ment. It  does  seem  to  me  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion as  to  its  impropriety  and  our  want  of  power. 
The  Constitution  makes  this  provision  in  relation 
to  the  President: 

"  lie  shall  have  power,  hy  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two  thfrds 
of  the  Senators  present  concur;  and  he  shall  nominate, 
and  by  and  with  the  tidvicn  and  consent  of  the  Senate  shall 
appoint,  embassadors,  other  public  ministers  and  coUoUla, 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  ofiicerj  of  the 
Unucd  ."^tales,  whose  appoiiitmouls  are  not  hercju  other- 
wise; provltli'd  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law; 
but  the  Congress  may  by  law  vest  the  appointment  of  such 
Inferior  officers  as  they  think  proper  in  the  President  alone, 
in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  Departments." 
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It  does  seem  to  me  we  are  creatiiio;,by  thi.s  bill, 
public  offices.  We  are  establishing  ihem  by  law, 
and  the  only  way  in  which  they  can  be  filled  prop- 
erly, and  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  is 
by  nomination  to  the  Senate  by  the  President.  If 
the  judges  appoint(?d  for  the  Territory  of  Idaho 
should  assume  to  act  in  the  Territory  of  Montana, 
and  their  right  to  so  act  should  be  questioned  in 
any  way,  the  evidence  would  be  the  commission. 
When  the  commission  is  produced  we  find  the 
judge  is  a  judge  of  Idaho, and  not  a  judge  of  Mon- 
tana, unless  we  have  the  right  to  create  judges  in 
the  Territories.  And  if  we  have,  in  the  manner 
which  this  amendment  provides,  then  we  may,  in  a 
bill  creating  the  Territory ,  name  certain  gentlemen 
as  judges,  and  make  them  judges  by  our  own  legis- 
lative act.  We  may  create  any  number  of  judges 
in  a  given  Territory,  and  then  the  President  may 
parcel  them  out  to  other  Territories. 

I  do  not  know  what  cause  there  is  for  asking 
an  amendment  of  this  kind,  unless  it  be  for  the 
benefit  of  some  gentlemen  who  happen  to  reside 
in  that  portio'n  of  Idaho  embraced  within  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Montana.  But  we  cannot  afford  to  set 
a  precedent  of  that  kind  in  order  to  accommodate 
any  gentleman  who  wants  to  hold  an  office  in  the 
Territory  of  Montana.  Let  the  responsibility  rest 
•with  the  President,  and  let  him  select.  If  a  gen- 
tleman does  not  wish  to  be  a  judge  in  Idaho  he 
can  resign.  Tlie  President  may  appoint  him  for 
Montana.  Let  us  not  in  this  indirect,  and  in  my 
judgment  unconstitutional,  way,  seek  to  arrive  at 
an  end  which  the  Constitution  requires  shall  be 
done  in  one  particular  way  and  no  other. 

Mr.  BEAMAN  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  ask  my  friend  to  withdraw 
that  call  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.     I  withdraw  it.     • 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  want  to  answer  the  point 
made  by  my  colleague  from  Ohio  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for  the  organization  of  this  Territory.  In  the 
first  place  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Ida- 
ho petitioned  Congress  to  make  this  division,  and 
the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  consents  to  the 
division.  The  Rocky  mountains  are  impassable 
three  fourths  of  the  year  to  the  people  living  on 
the  eastern  slope  of  those  mountains.  In  the 
'  Rocky  mountains,  and  in  the  valley  east  of  the 
Bitter  Root  mountains,  the  large  gold  regions  dis- 
covered in  Idaho  are  found.  Emigrants  are  flock- 
ing there  by  thousands,  and  to-day  there  are  from 
eighteen  to  thirty  thousand  people  there  without 
an  organized  government. 

Now,  sir,  I  claim  as  a  matter  of  economy,  to 
say  nothing  about  justice  and  the  imperative  obli- 
gation resting  upon  Congress  to  protect  its  citi- 
zens, it  is  better  to  erect  not  only  this  Territory 
but  other  Territories.  I  have  been  out  in  that 
western  country,  and  I  know  the  pilgrim  going 
over  those  immense  plains  and  deserts  makes  his 
line  for  the  capital  of  the  Territory.  It  is  the  point 
around  wliich  the  civilization  of  the  Territory  cen- 
ters; it  is  the  point  from  which  the  emigrant  re- 
ceives protection;  and  I  can  tell  this  House  that 
if  the  northern  part  of  Dakota  had  been  organized 
into  a  territorial  government,  with  proper  territo- 
rial officers,  at  the  head  of  the  Red  River  of  the 
North,  we  should  not  have  had  that  terrible  mas- 
sacre of  the  citizens  of  Minnesota  which  we  had 
last  year. 

You  cannot  more  cheaply  and  move  economi- 
cally govern  those  Indians  than  by  having  your 
Territories  cut  up,  and  your  Governors  appointed 
to  superintend  and' take  charge  of  those  Indians. 
They  yield  readily  to  theauthority  lodged  in  these 
temporary  goveriiments.  It  was  my  fortune  a 
year  and  a  half  ago  to  be  in  the  Territory  of  Col- 
orado. While  there  the  Governor  appointed  and 
held  a  meeting  with  the  Indians,  at  which  I  was 
present;  and  1  am  satisfied  that  that  meeting  pre- 
vented a  war  which  would  have  cost  this  country 
ten  tmicsas  much  as  it  will  cost  to  keepthatTer- 
ritory  m  an  orgiiniziul  state.  There  can  be  no 
greater  act  of  injustice  to  our  own  people,  and 
certainly  no  more  unwise  course  of  economy.than 
that  which  permits  ourciiizens  togo  into  thisT-or- 
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ritory  without  having  any  government,  thereby 
forcing  them  to  the  necessity  of  having  vigilance 
committees  to  protect  themselves,  and  creating 
that  condition  of  jffairs  which  we  have  to-day 
east  of  the  Rocky  mountains  in  that  part  of  the 
Territory  proposed  to  be  erected  into  the  Terri- 
tory of  Montana. 

Now,  sir,  I  hope  that  this  penny-wise  and 
pound-foolish  policy  which  has  taken  possession 
of  some  gentlemen  will  not  prevent  them  voting 
for  this  bill.  1  am  very  sure  that  they  would  not 
vote  against  it  if  they  had  been  over  that  region  of 
the  country  as  I  have  been.  The  cost  of  a  terri- 
torial government  is  ab6ut  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year.  Some  three  months  ago  fifteen  or 
twenty  of  our  citizens,  who  were  descending  the 
Yellow  Stone  river,  were  murdered  and  robbed 
of  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  gold.  If 
there  had  been  a  territorial  government  estab 
lished  in  Montana  no  such  tragedy  would  have 
been  enacted. 

Let  a  man  start  from  one  of  the  western  States 
to  go  westward,  and,  as  the  Territories  are  now 
organized,  he  has  to  travel  oversix  hundred  miles 
before  he  reaches  a  point  where  he  can  have  Gov- 
ernment protection.  I  hold  that  it  is  the  highest 
duty  of  the  Government  to  protect  its  citizens, 
especially  in  a  Territory  like  this,  which  is  de- 
veloping the  rich  mineral  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, so  as  to  enable  the  Government  to  pay  some- 
thing of  its  enormous  debt  in  gold.  I  hope  I  have 
satisfied  my  friend  from  Ohio  of  the  necessity  for 
the  organization  of  this  Territory. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  have  but  a  word 
to  say  as  to  the  point  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Wilson.]  As  I  understand, 
there  are  already  judges,  commissioned  by  the 
Government,  who  exercise  jurisdiction  through- 
out this  entire  Territory  of  Idaho,  from  which  it 
is  proposed  now  to  subtract  the  new  Territory 
of  Montana. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  whether  this  bill  does  not  create  a  new  court, 
and  thereby  create  a  new  iurisdiction. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.     It  does. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Then  of  course  these  judges, 
as  judges  of  Idaho,  cannot  have  jurisdiction  un- 
less we  provide  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
of  Idaho  shall  extend  to  the  Territory  of  Mon- 
tana. But  if  we  create  a  new  court  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Montana  we  create  a  new  jurisdiction, 
and  must  have  new  judges. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  do  not  see  that 
it  is  necessary  in  this  way  to  legislate  the  judges 
out  of  their  present  jurisdiction.  We  establish 
a  new  court,  and,  instead  of  extending  their  ju- 
risdiction, we  simply  restrict  it.  Of  course  the 
appointing  power  of  the  Government  will  com- 
mission new  judges.  I  can  see  no  difficulty  aris- 
ing on  that  point. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.    I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  which  wa?  first  on  Mr. 
Davis  s  amendment. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  1  desire  to 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  whether  this 
amendment  meets  the  approval  of  the  Committee 
on  Territories. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.     No,  sir. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment;  and 
it  was  rejected.' 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  COX.  Before  the  question  is  taken  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  do  not  like 
the  proposed  name  of  this  new  Territory.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  Spanish,  French,  or  English. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  It  is  a  Spanish  word,  mean- 
ing mountainous. 

"  Mr.  COX.  I  know.  But  I  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  cannot  give  it  a  name  that  will  be  a 
little  more  significant.  Cannot  he  give  it  some 
Indian  name? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  1  suggest 
that  tliogenllomau  from  Ohio  propose  that  it  shall 
be  called  Abyssinia.  -  [Laughter.] 


Mr.  COX.  Oh,  no;  that  is  not  the  right  color. 
I  was  about  to  suggest  a  copper-colored  name  for 
It.  I  am  in  earnest  about  having  this  Territory 
properly  named.  I  do  not  thinlc  that  there  is  a 
gentleman  present  who,  on  reflection,  will  not 
concede  that  this  name  has  no  signification  ap- 
plied to  a  Territory  which  lies  almost  entirely 
east  of  the  mountains. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  What  name  does  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  propose  for  it.? 

Mr.  COX.  I  suggest  an  Indian  name — Sho- 
shone, if  my  colleague  [Mr.  Ashley]  will  tell  me 
what  that  means. 

Mr.  BENNET.  It  means  snakes.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  COX.  I  believe  it  means  copperheads. 
[Laughter.]' 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  The  gentlemen  particularly 
interested  in  the  name  are,  as  I  understand,  en- 
tirely satisfied  with  it. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  legislate  on  the  satisfac- 
tion of  other  people.  I  should  like  this  Territory 
to  be  properly  named;  and  I  think  the  gentleman 
might  indicate  some  name  that  will  be  more  ap- 
propriate than  this. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  is  at  a  stage  now 
when  an  amendment  can  be  offered  only  by  unan- 
imous consent.  The  bill  has  been  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  question  now  is  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  COX.  I  understand  that  the  Legislature 
has  asked  that  the  new  Territory  shall  be  called 
"  Jefferson." 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  Oh,  well,  we  are  opposed  to 
that. 

Mr.  COX.  Opposed  to  Jefferson  !  I  propose 
then  that  we  name  the  new  Territory,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  "Douglas  Territory."  I  thinlc 
the  gentlemen  opposite  will  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     Oh,  no;  we  cannot  do  that. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  In  reference  to  the  name  of  the 
Territory,  I  will  say  that  I  was  told  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Idaho,  who  has  recently  departed  for 
that  Territory,  that  with  reference  to  the  physical 
features  of  the  country  the  names  ought  to  be  re- 
versed. I  know  nothingaboutit  myself.  I  sup- 
posed that  some  gentleman  here  would  have  been 
prepared  to  make  some  motion  on  thesubject  if  the 
name  had  not  been  changed  in  the  committee.  I 
am  told  that  no  such  cimnge  has  been  made.  I 
was  informed  by  the  recently  appointed  Govern- 
or, Mr.  Lyon,  that,  with  reference  to  the  features 
of  the  country,  the  names  agreed  upon  by  the 
committee  for  these  two  Territories  ought  to  be 
reversed. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
I  cannot  yield  further. 

Mr.  COX.  One  word  only.  I  proposed  to  call 
this  Territory"  Douglas,"  because  I  thought  it 
would  suit  the  other  side  of  the  House  as  well  as 
this;  you  have  got  your  Frederick  Douglass,  and 
we  upon  this  side  had  a  white  man,  whom  we  rev- 
erenced, by  that  name. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  I  desire  to  made  a  sugges- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  it  is  this: 
I  think  every  father  has  a  right  to  name  his  own 
child,  and  as  this  bill  is  the  progeny  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories  I  think  they  have  a  right 
to  name  it.  I  do  not  understand  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  has  any  business  in  that  thing  al 
all.     It  is  a  family  matter.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  think  it  is  very  well  chris- 
tened, and  I  demand  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  oi-dered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  BEAMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BEAMAN  moved  toamend  the  title  of  the 
bill  by  adding  thereto  the  words  "and  for  other 
purposes." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

SAT.AUIES  OP  TERRITORIAL  JUDGES. 
Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories, reported  a  bill  '.o  equalize  the  salariea  of 
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the  judges  of  the  several  Territories  of  the  United 
States. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  the  annual 
salary  of  the  chief  justice  and  associate  justices 
of  each  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  Stales  shall 
be  equalized,  by  taking  the  gross  amount  ]iaid 
annually  to  each  of  the  judges  in  the  organized 
Territories  and  dividing  liie  sum  thus  obtained 
by  tlie  number  of  Territories,  and  the  dividend, 
whatever  it  may  be,  from  and  after  the  expiwi- 
lion  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  shall  be  the  salary 
to  be  paid  to  each  of  the  judges  of  the  United 
States  Territoiies. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman what  the  efl'cct  of  this  bill  will  be  upon  the 
present  salaries  of  these  judges  ? 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     It  equalizes  them. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Docs  it  equalize  them  down 
or  up.'     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  AS^LEY.  It  equalizes  them  ;  but  it  nei- 
ther increases  nor  diminishes  the  gross  amount. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Tiien  it  must  reduce  some. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Who  do  you  take  off  from.? 

Mr.  UENNET.  I  will  state,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  will  permit  me,  that  in  three  of  the  Ter- 
ritories— Nevada,  Colorado,  and  Dakota — the  sal- 
aries of  the  judges  are  $1,800  each.  In  the  other 
Territories  the  salaries  are  $2,500  each.  In  the 
three  Territories  first  named  the  judges  have  a 
large  amount  of  business  to  do,  and  especially  in 
Nevada  and  Colorado,  which  are  mining  coun- 
tries. The  object  of  the  bill  is  not  to  increase  the 
gross  amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
to  pay  the  territorial  judges,  but  to  equalize  the 
salaries  to  perhaps  ^2,200  to  each  judge. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  would  ask  wliethcr  it  is 
intended  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the  judges  now 
appointed  ? 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  After  the  expiration  of  this 
fiscal  year. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  we  had  better  let  this 
bill  lie  over  and  soak  a  little.  [Laughter.]  It  is 
a  |irofligate  bill. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     I  withdraw  the  report. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  IN  THE  TERRITORIES. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  public  buildings  in  the  Territories  ofColorado, 
Nevada,  Dakota,  Idaho,  Arizona,  and  Montana, 
and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Lrise  to  a  question  of  order.' 
This  bill  seems  to  make  large  appropriations,  and 
must  be  first  considered  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  do  not  propose  to  con- 
sider it  in  the  House.  I  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  wish  to 
ask  a  single  question.  I  see  that  in  these  pr6 vis- 
ions for  jiublic  buildings  no  appropriation  is  made 
for  a  penitentiary  in  Nebraska.  I  desire  to  know 
w^ly  Nebraska  is  left  out. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Why,  I  understand  that 
Nebraska  is  a  State. 

Mr".  RICE,  of  Maine.     Not  yet. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  thought  we  had  just  made 
a  State  out  of  it. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  The  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose has  not  yet  become  a  law.  If  my  amend- 
ment is  deemed  necessary  to  the  bill  to  provide 
fov  Nebraska  the  bill  can  be  so  amendetl  in  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  WASHHURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  will  be 
recollected  .that  an  appropriation  wu'b  voted  in  in 
committee  for  a  penitentiary  in  Nebraska,  but  the 
House  rejected  that  amendment. 

Tlie  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  for  the 
information  of  the  Committee  on  Territories  that 
if  tiie  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  it  will  be  a  spe- 
cial order  for  to-day,  but  if  it  is  not  disposed  of 
to-day  it  will  lose  its  position  as  a  special  order. 

Mr.  lilCE.of  Maine.  1  understand  that.  1  do 
not,  however,  expect  to  dispose  of  the  bill  to-day. 
i  propose  to  allow  discussion  upon  it,  and  when 
we  c.oine  back  in  the  House  F  will  then  ask  that 
it  l)e  assigned  as  a  special  order  for  three  weeks 
from  to-duy.   I  move  now  that  tlic  bill^bc  printed. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RICli!,  of  Maine,     I   now  move  iliat  the 


bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wholeon 
the  stale  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Unioii,  (Mr.  Perry  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the- consideration  of  the 
bill  just  referred  to  the  committee  making  certain 
territorial  appropriations. 

Thefirstreadingof  the  bill  was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  KINNEY.  Mr.  Chairman,  Delegates  are 
to  a  great  extent  dependent  upon  the  courtesy  and 
liberality  of  the  House  for  such  legislation  as  their 
Territories  require.  With  no  vote  in  this  body, 
with  no  one  in  the  other  branch  of  the  national 
Congress  directly  interested  in  measures  of  legis- 
lation affecting  the  welfare  of  their  people,  we 
look  to  you  with  a  feeling  and  hope  not  unlike 
that  which  actuates  the  child  when  addressing  the 
parent,  asking  for  food  and  clothing  for  the  nour- 
ishment and  protection  of  the  body.  Indeed,  sir, 
the  relation  of  the  Territory  to  the  parent  Gov- 
ernment may  not  inaptly  be  compared  to  that  ex- 
isting between  the  child  and  a  parent.  You, sir, 
breathed  us  into  existence;  by  your  legislation 
were  we  created;  by  your  bestowments  do  we 
as  an  organization  maintain  our  territorial  gov- 
ernment. The  Federal  Government,  as  our  pre- 
siding head,  appoints  our  oflicers  and  appro- 
priates the  money  for  paying  our  executive,  legis- 
lative, and  judicial  expenses.  All  this,  yea,  more, 
kindness,  attention  to,  and  respect  for  our  lesser 
wants,  are  all  due  from  the  parent  Government 
during  our  minority. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  child  growing  into 
manhood  naturally  feels  restive  under  restraint, 
humiliated  by  control,  desiring  to  be  freed  from 
servient  obligation,  and  to  exchange  it  for  the  full 
liberty  of  noble,  dignified  manhood,  so  with  Ter- 
ritories; after  passing  through  the  restraints  of 
youth  and  arriving  at  the  full  status  of  State  man- 
hood, they  naturally  long  for  the  liberty,  the  in- 
dependence, and  blessings  which  alone  are  to  be 
found  in  providing  for  their  own  wants  and  main- 
taining their  own  existence. 

But,  sir,  territorial  relation  is  unlike  that  of  the 
child  in  this:  there  is  no  prescribed  time  of  service 
due  to  the  parent  Government.  While  the  son,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  may  be  physically  and 
mentally  qualified  for  the  stern  duticsoflife,  hestill 
owes  allegiance  to  the  parent  until  he  attains  the 
mature  age  of  "twenty-one."  Not  so  with  the 
Territory.  No  time  is  fixed,  either  by  the  Consti- 
tution or  law  or  by  any  well-settled  rule,  when  the 
relation  of  territorial  dependence  shall  cease  and 
that  of  State  manhood  commence.  Depravity  and 
crime  have  made  it  necessary  to  ordain  govern- 
ments, enact,  administer,  and  enforce  law,  that 
the  guilty  may  be  punished  and  thereby  tlie  inno- 
cent protected.  Experience,  however,  has  proved 
that  a  republican  Government,  securing  to  the 
people  the  largest  possible  amouiUof  liberty  con- 
sistent with  protection  to  life,  liberty,  and  prop- 
erty, is  better  adapted  to  the  wants,  prosperity, 
and  happiness  of  man,  than  any  other  that  has 
ever  been  devised.  Such  a  Government  did  our 
fathers  ordain  for  us,  and  it  is  to  be  fervently 
hoped  that  summary  and  retributive  punishment 
will  speedily  overtake  those  who  are  endeavoring 
to  destroy  it. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  ilhas  well  been  questioned 
whether  a  territorial  form  of  government,  such  as 
now  e.Kists,  is  consistent  with  the)irinciples  of  our 
republican  Government  as  established  under  the 
Federal  Constitution.  With  becoming  deference 
to  the  opinions  of  others,  and  in  a  spirit  of  inquiry 
which  only  seeks  to  expose  the  true  character  of 
these  governments  with  a  view  to  change,  I  may 
be  permitted  to  examine  them  by  the  lights  which 
the  history  of  the  country  and  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution  afford. 

The  rule  among  jurists  in  construing  junior 
statutes  is  to  inquire,  first,  what  was  the  old  law; 
second,  what  was  the  miscliief  complained  of,  and 
thir<l,  what  was  the  remedy  intendeil  orjirovided 
by  the  subsequent  statute?  Let  us  apply  this  rule 
in  construing  our  Constitution  or  form  of  Federal 
Government.  What,  then,  was  the  old  law  under 
I  he  colonial  government.'  I  an.swcr,  taxation  with- 


out representation  and  thefippointmcnt  of  officers 
to  rule  over  the  people  without  their  consent. 

What  was  the  miscliief  complained  of?  Sim- 
ply the  oppressive  and  despotic  tendency  o'f  such 
unjust  laws,  the  enactment  by  the  British  Parlia- 
ment of  statutes  for  the  government  of  the  colo- 
nies without  allowing  them  either  voice  or  vo^ 
in  the  forum  enunciating  the  law,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  men  to  office  in  the  colonies  from  Great 
Britain  who  had  no  interest  in  common  with  the 
people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  war  of  the  Revolution  was 
fought  to  get  rid  of  this  kind  of  government  im- 
posed upon  the  colonies,  to  destroy  the  divine  right 
of  kings  to  rule  over  the  people  without  their 
consent,  to  establish  free  government,  with  tax- 
ation and  representation  inseparably  united,  and 
to  give  the  people  (the  source  of  power)  the  right 
to  choose  their  own  oflicers,  especially  those  in- 
trusted with  the  law-making  power.  Tliis,  I  re- 
peat, was  the  remedy  intended  for  the  mischief, 
under  the  old  regime,  by  the  fathers  of  the  Revo- 
lution. The  appeal  to  the  God  of  battlesvvas  not 
in  vain.  The  weaker  became  the  stronger  party. 
The  divine  right  of  man  to  govern  himself  tri- 
umphed; and  our  republican  Government  was 
established,  the  Federal  Constitution  was  adopted, 
an  elective  Congress  created,  but  clothed  with 
certain  well-defined  powers,  and  prohibited  from 
the  exercise  of  any  but  those  that  were  delegated. 

In  looking  into  the  Constitution,  however,  we 
find  no  express  power  conferred  upon  Congress  to 
organize  territorial  governments.  As  Congress 
derives  all  of  its  powers  from  the  Constitution,  it 
follows,  as  a  necessary  sequence,  that  it  must  be 
confined  in  its  legislation  to  the  exeitiise  of  only 
such  as  are  therein  enumerated.  But  it  has  been 
said  that  the  power  lurks  in  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution: 

"The  Congress  slinll  have  power  todisposeof  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  roguhuions  rospccliiig  the  tenitorj' or 
other  piopcily  belonging  to  the  United  States." 

By  this  section  Congress  may  do  two  things: 
first,  dispose  of  the  territory,  that  is,  the  land, 
alienate  the  title  to  the  soil;  second,  make  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory, 
the  land,  the  timber,  the  manner  of  alienation. 
I  believe  in  no  place  else  in  the  Constitution  is  the 
word  "  territory"  used.  Here  it  is  used  as  prop- 
erty, clearly  so,  as  the  words  "other  property," 
immediately  following, determine  its  signification, 
and  force  the  mind  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
intended  in  that  sense,  and  in  that  sense  al#ne. 
Territorial  governments  are  the  "  rules  and  regu- 
lations" for  the  people,  and  not  for  the  territory; 
and  as  the  people  are  not  property,  you  cannot 
rely  upon  this  clause  in  the  Constitution  as  the 
basis  of  the  power  for  their  government. 

But  it  is  said  that  with  the  right  to  acquire  is 
coupled  the  right  to  govern.  This  is  true  when 
applied  in  a  military  sense;  but  how  can  it  be  true 
in  a  legislative  sense,  providing  Congress  derives 
all  of  its  authority  from  the  enumerated  powers 
of  the  Constitution,  and  providing  the  power  to 
govern  by  the  formation  of  territorial  govern- 
ments is  nowhere  conferred? 

The  first  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  as  follows: 

"All  legislative  powers  herein  grunted  .shall  be  vested  in 
a  Congress  oC  the  United  Slates,  which  shall  consist  of  a 
Senate  and  IIo\isc  of  Representatives." 

The  words  "  herein  granted"  confine  Congress 
in  its  legislation  within  the  scope  of  the  specified 
powers  therein  expressed.  But  not  to  dwell;  grant 
that  the  power  is  derived  from  the  Constitution, 
it  follows  that  your  territorial  courts,  created  by 
act  of  Congress,  based  upon  the  Constitution, 
should  be  organized  as  provided  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  third  article.     It  reads  as  follows: 

"The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested 
til  one  Supreme  Court  and  such  inferior  coiirt.s  as  the  Con- 
gress may  from  time  to  limo  ordain  and  establish.  The 
judges  both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts  shall  hold 
tlieir  offices  during  good  behavior." 

Congress  derives  its  power  to  establish  inferior 
courts  from  a  clause  in  the  eighth  sectiort  of  the 
firstarticle, among  theenumerated  powers,  to  wit: 
"  to  constitute  triintnals  inferior  to  the  Supreme 
Court;"  but  section  one  of  the  third  article  above 
cited,  vests  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  Slates 
in  the  supreme  and  such  inferior  courts  as  Con- 
gress may  ordain  and  establish,  and  the  judges 
tlun-eof  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  beha- 
vior. All  territorial  courts  established  by  Con- 
gress are  United  States  courts.  The  judicial  power 
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of  thr;  United  States  is  in  part  vested  in  these 
coui'ts.  Tlie  only  power  to  ordain  them  tlmt  Con- 
gress has  is  derived  from  tlie  Constitution.  Yet, 
strange  to  say,  the  law  creating  these  territorial 
courts  as  the  judicial  department  of  the  territorial 
government  provides  for  the  appointment  of  the 
judges  for  four  years;  and  who  does  not  kn^w 
that  it  has  been  and  is  the  practice  of  the^Presi- 
dent  to  remove  these  judges  at  pleasure? 

It  follov#s,  then,  that  if  we  look  to  the  Consti- 
tution for  the  authority  for  tliese  territorial  gov- 
ernments we  are  in  doubt,  trouble,  and  embar- 
j-assmcnt,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  find  the  source  of 
power  except  we  resort  to  that  full  and  overflow- 
ing fountain,  the  Dred  Scott  decision. 

My  only  object  in  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  constitutional  question  involved  is 
that  the  difSculty  may  be  obviated  by  admitting 
those  Territories  as  soon  as  possible.  If  the  ques- 
tion is  asked,  Flow  are  the  people  to  be  governed 
prior  to  admission  into  the  Union?  I  answer  in 
the  language  of  articles  nine  and  ten  of  the  Amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution: 

"  A  RT.  9.  Tlie  enumeration  in  the  Constitution,  of  certain 
rights,  sliall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage  otiiors 
retained  by  the  people. 

"  Art.  10.  Tlie  powers  notdolegatedtotheUnitedStates 
by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are 
re:-orved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

But,  sir,  these  territorial  governments  once  es- 
tablished, what  is  their  character?  Are  they  repub- 
lican ?  Not,  Mr.  Ciiairman,  if  you  mean  by  the 
word  republican  the  right  of  the  people  to  elect 
their  own  rulers.  I  said  in  the  commencement 
that  it  had  been  gravely  questioned  whether  our 
territorial  governments  were"consistent  with  the 
principles  of  our  republican  government.  Our 
fathers  fought  to  get  rid  of  the  old  law — officers 
to  rule  over  them  without  their  consent,  taxation 
without  representation — and  it  has  been  generally 
understood,  perhaps  erroneously,  that  they  were 
successful;  that  they  planted  upon  American  soil 
republican  liberty,  taxation  and  representation, 
both  growing  upon  the  same  stalk,  and  self-gov- 
ernment, free  and  universal  suffrage  among  the 
people,  as  the  most  precious  fruits  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

But  how  is  it  with  your  territorial  governments? 
I  answer,  mere  colonies,  occupying  much  tlie  same 
relation  to  the  General  Government  as  the  colo- 
nies did  to  the  British  Government  prior  to  the 
Revolution.  You  give  them  the  form  of  a  gov- 
ernment, but  withhold  from  the  people  the  right 
of  the  elective  franchise.  Youapooint  their  Gov- 
ernor, their  secretary,  their  judges,  their  marshal, 
and  their  district  attorney,  and  too  often  impose 
these  officers  upon  them  from  a  class  of  men  who 
have  no  interest  in  common  with  the  people, and 
know  nothing  of  the  trials  and  struggles  of  their 
infant  settlement.  Aside  from  this  anti-repub- 
lican feature,  it  is  a  serious  hardship  to  the  people 
of  our  western  Territories,  who  are  forming  the 
nucleus  of  mighty  States.  Bold  and  enterprising, 
full  of  adventure  and  intelligence,  the  liardy  pio- 
neer turns  liis  back  upon  the  refinements  of  civ- 
ilization, and  with  his  family  penetrates  tlie  un- 
explored West,  and  there  establishes  the  found- 
ation of  a  great  empire  which  in  a  few  years  is 
destined  to  make  you  powerful  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  Who  can,  who  dare  deny  them 
the  right  secured  to  them,  as  was  supposed,  by 
their  fathers,  that  of  selecting  from  their  number 
their  own  men  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the 
new  colony  ?  But  such  lias  not  been  the  practice 
of  the  Government. 

It  is  said  they  have  the  right  to  elect  members  to 
the  Legislature  to  form  their  own  laws.  This  is 
true;  but  of  what  avail  is  this  right  in  the  Terri- 
tory I  represent  when  the  Governor,  who  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  and  the  Senate,  has  an 
absolute  veto  upon  all  of  their  legislation?  The 
members  to  the  Council  and  House,  maybe  unan- 
imou.sly  chosen  by  the  people,  understanding  their 
local  wants,  may  pass  withouta  dissenting  vote  in 
either  branch  such  bills  as  the  interests  of  their 
constituents  may  require,  and  wlicn  sent  to  the 
Governor,  who  is  fresh  from  some  of  our  northern 
cities,  unless  it  meet  with  his  royal  sanction  their 
legislation  is  all  in  vain.  Fie  is  not  even  required 
to  veto  the  bill  and  return  it  to  the  House  from 
whence  it  originated,  with  his  objections.  It  must 
be  approved  by  him  or  it  canriot  become  a  law. 
Flence  lie  has  only  to  depo»it  the  bill  in  his  capa- 
cious pocket,  treat  the  Legislature  with  supreme 
contempt,  us  hia  negative  power  overcomes  and 


overrides  the  united  action  of  an  entire  legislative 
body.  So  arbitrarily  was  this  power  exercised 
over  the  legislation  of  Utah  during  the  session  of 
1862-C3  that  only  two  bills  of  a  general  nature, 
and  they  unimportant,  met  with  executive  favor. 
The  vital  legislation  of  that  session,  the  appropri- 
ation and  other  important  bills,  passed  during  a 
session  of  forty  days,  were  summarily  ignored 
by  "his  Excellency,  "and  that, too,  withouteven 
deigning  to  stoop  from  the  giddy  height  of  guber- 
natorial elevation  to  return  the  bills  to  the  Legis- 
lature with  his  objections. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  very  first  cause  of  complaint 
against  King  George  by  our  fathers,  as  recorded 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  is  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  the  most  wholesome 
and  necessary  for  the  public  good." 

Comment  is  unnecessary.  The  analogy  is  too 
striking;  and  I  leave  it  for  the  future  historian  to 
determine  the  respective  merits  of  George  III  and 
Stephen  S.  Harding,  late  Governor  of  Utah. 

But  I  have  referred  to  the  causes  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and,  as  one  of  those,  taxation  without  rep- 
resentalion.  Do  the  people  of  Territories  pay  a 
tax  ?  Most  certainly,  upon  all  foreign  articles 
which  they  consume  they  pay  the  same  tax  as  the 
people  of  States  according  to  their  consumption. 
Flave  they  any  representation  in  the  Congress, 
where  the  tax  upon  foreign  imports  is  levied  ?  Not 
at  all,  sir.  It  is  true  that  each  Territory  is  al- 
lowed a  Delegate  in  Congress;  but  he  has  no  vote 
and  cannot  record  the  will  of  his  constituents  upon 
any  of  those  questions  of  legislation  that  may  be 
pending  seriously  affecting  their  interests.  It  is 
the  right  to  vote  that  constitutes  representation, 
and  without  this  right  there  is  no  proper  repre- 
sentation. Why  is  this  representation  denied  the 
people  of  the  Territories  ?  I  answer,  first,  because 
territorial  governments  were  not  provided  for  in 
the  Constitution.  Second,  because  the  second 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  pro- 
vides as  follows: 

"  Itepresentation  and  direct  taxes  sliall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  Stated  which  may  be  included  within 
this  Union,  according  to  their  respective  numbers,"  Stc. 

Is  it  not  a  little  strange,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
while  you  deny  us  representation  because  of  this 
inhibition,  or  rather  because  of  this  inclusion  of 
States  as  alone  entitled  to  representation,  you 
levy  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Territories  whicli  is 
equally  forbidden  in  the  same  sentence?  "  Rep- 
resentation and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States."  Hence  Territories 
never  have  been  represented  by  vote  in  Congress, 
and  cannot  be  while  this  section  remains.  But 
representation  and  direct  taxation  are  conjoined 
in  the  sentence,  and  if  by  it  Territories  are  ex- 
cluded from  representation  are  they  not  alike 
excluded  from  direct  taxation  '  But  so  far  as  the 
people  I  represent  are  concerned,  when  your  di- 
rect tax  was  assessed  against  them  they  raised 
no  constitutional  question;  they  made  no  objec- 
tion; they  did  not  stop  to  inquire  v/hether  it  was 
constitutional  or  not.  It  was  enough  for  tliem  to 
know  that  the  nation  was  struggling  to  put  down 
a  rebellion  whose  gigantic  proportions  had  no 
parallel  in  history;  and,  true  to  their  impulses  of 
loyalty,  they  at  once  assumed  the  payment  of  this 
tax  by  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Be  U  enacted  ly  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Assein- 
hhj  of  the  Territory  of  Utah,  That  the  said  Territory  does 
hereby  assume  tlie'  direct  tax  apportioned  to  said  Territory, 
agreeably  to  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
increased  revenue  from  imports,  to  pay  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  and  for  other  purposes,' approved  August  .5, 
1861;  and  that  the  Governor  of  the  'I'erritory  so  notify 
the  Secretary  ol"  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  or 
before  the  2d  day  of  February  next."  Approved  January 
17, 1802. 

This  tax  has  been  collected  from  the  people 
without  objection  or  complaint. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  pass  to  another  branch  of 
my  subject.  Probably  no  settlement  has  ever  been 
made  on  this  continent  under  more  painful  cir- 
cumstances than  those  attending  the  first  settle- 
ment in  Utah.  I  will  not  pause  at  this  time  to 
relate  the  tragic  story;  to  recount  their  wrongs; 
to  describe  the  patient  suffering  of  the  people,  as 
they  slowlyjourneycd,  the  aged,  the  sick,  the  in- 
firm, across  an  unexplored  country,  (twelve  hun- 
dred miles  of  it  through  hostile  tribes  of  Indians,) 
until  tlii.'y  penetrated,  and,  worn  down  with  ex- 
jiosure  and  fatigue,  halted  in  the  very  center  of  the 
great  western  desert.     Nor  stop  to  tell  you  how 


here,  with  provisions  exhausted,  they,  in  a  half 
famished  condition,  subsisted,  until  they  raised 
the  first  crop,  upon  roots  dug  from  the  mountains, 
or  how  at  times  they  were  compelled  to  eat  the 
hide  that  was  taken  from  the  faithful  ox  that  had 
been  their  companion  in  toil.  I  will  not  ask  you 
to  go  with  me  in  imagination  over  the  road  which 
they  first  made  across  the  continent,  and  which 
if  all  trace  were  obliterated  could  still  be  readily 
found  by  the  graves  left  behind,  standing  as  lone- 
ly, solitary  milestones,  to  remind  the  traveler  as, 
he  journeys  from  east  to  west,  and  passes  these 
mournful  monuments  of  their  sufferings  iJiow  cruel 
it  was  to  drive  loyal  American  citizens  from 
American  soil.  All  this,  yea,  more,  the  patient 
spirit  of  the  people  under  greater  sufferings,  more 
terrible  affliction,  pledges  broken,  property  de- 
stroyed, life  taken,  have  all  passed  into  history, 
and  the  picture  of  persecution  and  cruelty  will 
some  day  startle  the  student  as  we  are  startled  in 
reading  the  history  of  the  Reformation  in  the  six- 
teenth century. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  while  I  would  avoid  the 
history  of  their  complaints,  preferring  to  cicatrize 
and  heal  up  an  old  and  painful  wound,  inflicted 
without  cause,  I  must  be  permitted  to  speak  of 
the  history  of  their  achievements.  The  history  of 
the  settlement  of  Utah  is  full  of  interest.  The 
development,  thus  far,  of  the  country  has  been 
attended  with  wonderful  results.  In  the  summer 
of  1847,  the  pioneer  company  reached  the  Valley 
of  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  and  on  the  24th  day  of 
July,  a  day  which  will  be  ever  memorable  in 
their  history  as  the  day  of  their  deliverance  from 
long,  weary  marches  across  the  plains,  they 
prostrated  themselves  before  that  divine  Power 
that  had  preserved  them  not  only  from  their  ene- 
mies but  from  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knifej 
of  the  savage,  and  offered  up  the  gratitude  of 
humble  hearts  for  the  safe  asylum  afforded  them 
in  the  chambers  of  the  mountains.  The  country 
was,  in  all  respects,  forbiddirig.  The  heavens 
withheld  the  early  and  latter  rain.  The  ground 
w^s  parched  and  baked  with  heat  and  drought, 
and  the  eye  rested  upon  naught  save  rugged 
mountains,  sterile  and  arid  valleys.  The  Indian 
held  undisputed  control,  and  no  evidences  were, 
to  be  found  that  civilization  had  ventured  so  far 
into  the  secret  caves  of  the  mountains.  With 
provisions  exhausted,  near  fifteen  hundred  miles 
from  cultivated  fields,  far,  far  into  the  interior, 
from  all  supplies,  with,  mountains  over  their 
heads  and  a  desert  beneath  their  feet,  it  is  not 
strange  to  suppose  that  the  mind  naturally  wan- 
dered back  to  the  comfortable  homes,  the  result 
of  their  own  industry,  of  which  they  had  been 
deprived  in  the  country  of  their  birth.  They 
were  now  in  a  foreign  land,  standing  upon  for- 
eign soil,  in  a  Mexican  province.  Still,  the  old 
stars  and  stripes  were  flung  to  the  breeze,  and 
appeai-ed  even  more  glorious  and  beautiful  than 
usual  on  this  the  day  of  a  new  era  in  their  his- 
tory. But,  Mr.  Chairman,  all  were  not  there. 
Some  had  fallen  by  the  wayside,  not  able  to  en- 
dure the  exposure  and  hardship  which  the  fate  of 
cruel  circumstances  had  forced  upon  them.  The 
babe  slept  quietly  upon  the  plains.  The  aged 
father  had  fallen — the  old,  familiar  staff,  unable 
longer  to  sustain  its  burden.  The  youthful  maid- 
en, unaccustomed  to  such  hardships,  had  yielded 
herfrail  form  to  the  kind  deliverer, and  the  heart- 
broken parents  performed  the  last  solemn  cere- 
mony by  gathering  up  stones  and  placing  them 
over  her  resting-place,  to  protect  the  form,  that 
was  still  beautiful  in  death,  from  the  ravages  of 
the  American  hyena. 

But  aside  from  those  who  had  fallen  victims  . 
upon  the  plains,  there  were  those  that  were  living 
who  would  have  been  glad  to  have  been  permitted 
to  associate  with  their  friends  and  brethren  on  an 
occasion  so  interesting  as  the  one  I  have  men- 
tioned— the  arrival  of  the  pioneers  in  the  Valley 
of  the  Great  Salt  Lake.  There  were  five  hundred 
of  these  brave,  hardy,  and  stalwart  men,  who 
were  almost  indispensable  to  the  formation  of  a 
settlement  in  this  new  country  that  seemed  to 
mock  in  derision  the  eilbrts  of  man  to  subdue  and 
reclaim  it.  The  future  home  of  those  men  was 
here.  Their  lamilies  were  here.  Their  interests, 
hopes  of  the  future,  and  all  that  was  dear  to  them 
in  life  clustered  around  and  were  associated  with 
the  pioneers  in  their  efforts  to  establish  a  colony 
(HI  the  west  side  of  the  Wasatch  range  of  the 
Rocky  mountains.     Why  wasjt  tlutt  these  five 
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hundred  mon  were  not  present  at  the  "  dedica- 
tion?" Did  they  liii2;er  behind  ?  Oh,  no!  Had 
they  proved  fnlse  to  iheir  raitii.and  deserted  it  in 
tiio  liour  of  danger  and  trial?  Not  at  all,  sir. 
Why,  then,  is  their  place  vacant;  and  why  is  to 
be  seen  among;  this  group  of  pioneers  such  a  large 
proportion  of  aged  and  infirm  men?  I  will  tell 
you,  Mr.  Chairman.  After  these  men  liad  been 
exiled,  and  after  they  had  traveled  across  unset- 
tled Iowa  with  ihi'llaj;!;  which  now  floats  so  proudly 
over  the  pioneer  cam]i,  borne  at  the  head  of  their 
column,  and  afterthey  had  gone  into  tents  on  the 
bat)ks  of  the  Missouri  river,  an  order  came  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  asking  them  to 
furnish  five  hundred  men  as  volunteers  to  assist 
in  preserving  the  honor  of  the  nation  in  a  war 
with  a  foreign  Power. 

As  pertinent  to  this  piece  of  history,  I  have 
taken  the  following  extract  fnuii  the  aijle  official 
report  of  Captain  Stansbury's  exploration  and 
survey  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake  valley,  published 
among  the  Executive  Documents,  special  session, 
Alarch,  1851.  Aficr.'jpeakingofllie  injuries  which 
the  people  had  leceived  and  the  wrongs  whicli 
they  had  endured,  Captain  Staiisbury  says: 

'•  I5ut  from  ;ill  iliat  I  saw  amllicard,  I  dooiu  it  hutsiniple 
justice  ID  say,  that  liolwillistaiidiiig  lliese  causes  ot'iiiita- 
lion,  a  more  loyal  and  patriotic  people  cannot  be  found 
vvilliin  ilie  liiuils  oftlie  Union.  Tliis  I  tliinlv  wasenipliat- 
ically  shown  in  llie  promptitude  and  elieerfulness  witli 
wliicli  tliey  responded  to  the  call  of  tlieGoveriinienttol'ur- 
nisli  -JL  battalion  for  service  during  the  Mexican  war.  While 
in  the  heart  of  an  Indian  country,  and  on  the  eve  of  a  long 
and  uncertain  pilgrimage  into  an  unknown  wilderness,  they 
were  suddenly  called  upon  to  surrender  five  hundred  ol' their 
best  men  to  tiio  hazards  of  a  hostile  campaign,  and  to  tlie 
exposure  and  vicissitudes  of  a  march  of  two  tiiousand  miles 
across  trackless  deserts  and  burning  plains  to  fight  the  bat- 
tles of  ilieir  country.  Their  peculiar  circumstances  pre- 
sented almost  insuperable  objection  to  a  compliance  with 
the  requisition,  yet  not  the  slightest  hesitation  was  evinced. 
'  You  shall  have  your  battalion  at  once,'  was  the  reply  of 
President  Young,  'if  it  has  to  be  a  class  of  our  elders;'  and 
ill  three  days  the  force,  recruited  principally  among  fathers 
of  families,  was  raisetl  and  ready  to  march.  Here,  cer 
tainly,  was  no  evidence  of  lack  of  patriotism." — Report, 
pp.  J  44,  14.5.  \ 

Colonel  J.  Allen,  who  raised  what  is  know,n  as 
the  Mormon  battalion  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances spoken  of  by  Captain  Stansbury,  before 
his  departure  sends  to  J.  C.  Little,  Esq.,  a  letter 
of  which  tlie  following  is  a  true  copy: 

Headquarters  Mormon  Hattalion, 
Council  JSluffs,  July  20,  1846. 

Dear  Sir:  Colonel  Kane  has  informed  me  of  your  in- 
tended departure  for  the  East,  and  of  your  desire  that  I 
would  express  to  you  my  opinion  concerning  the  character 
of  the  Mormon  people  as  derived  from  my  observation 
among  them  on  my  present  duties. 

I  have  been  intimately  associated  with  this  people  since 
the26thulti]no,  asiiiy  duty  required,  in  raising  the  battalion 
of  volunteers  now  under  my  command.  In  the  hurry  of 
business  connected  with  my  immediate  march  from  this 
place  I  have  only  time  to  say  that  in  all  of  my  intercourse 
with  the  Mormons  I  liave  t'ound  them  civil,  polite,  and  hon- 
est as  a  people.  There  appears  to  be  much  intelligence 
amongthein,  particularly  with  their  principal  men  or  lead- 
ers, to  whom  I  feel  much  indebted  for  their  active  and  zeal- 
ous exertions  to  raise  the  volunteer  force  that  I  was  author- 
ized to  ask  lor  for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  president  of  the  council,  Mr.  liiigham  Young,  is  en- 
titled to  my  particular  thanks.  All  of  this  people  are  entirely 
patriotic,  and  they  have  come  with  cheerfulness,  hut  under 
circumstances  of  great  difficulty  to  them,  to  enlist  them- 
nelves  in  the  service  of  thiir  country. 

In  my  oflicial  report  to  the  War  Dipartment,  wliich  I 
Bhall  make  on  myarrivalat  Fort  Li'avenworth,  I  willspeak 
mord"  fully  of  the  community  (if  the  Morjnon  people,  or 
Mormon  cl)urcli,aiid  will  here  say  to  you  that  I  think  them, 
as  a  community  in  their  circumstances,  deserving  of  a  high 
consideration  from  our  Goverrunent. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ALLEN, 
JAeulenanl  Colonel  Vommaniling  Mormon  liaUalioii. 
J.  C.  IWTTLE,  i:si|. 

Colonel  P.  St.  George  Cooke,  wlio  commanded 
tiie  battalion,  after  he  reaches  the  .shores  of  the 
Pacific  issues  the  following  order: 
[Orders,  No.  1.] 
Hkadquarters  Mormon  Battalion, 
Mission  of  San  Dikoo,  January  30,  1847. 

The  lieutenant  colonel  commanding  congratulates  the 
hattalion  on  their  safe  arrival  on  the  shore  of  the  Pacific 
ocean  and  the  conclusion  of  its  march  of  over  two  thousand 
miles.  History  may  be  searched  in  vain  for  an  iqnal  march 
of  inl'aiiiry.  Nine  tenths  of  it  hay  been  throuuh  a  wilder- 
ness where  nothing  but  savages  and  wild  beasts  are  found, 
or  deserl.H  where,  for  want  ol  water,  there  is  no  living  crea- 
lure.  '/'herr,  with  alnio.-tlM)peles3  labor,  we  have  dug  deep 
wells,  wlilch  the  fnturi?  traveler  will  enjoy.  Witboui  a 
cuide  wholiad  traversed  Iheiii  we  have  ventured  hitotraek- 
Tesji  prairieH, where  water  was  not  found  for  sevei  al  mari'lics. 
With  crowbar  and  pifk  and  ax  in  hand,  we  liavct  worked 
our  way  over  niouiitaiiis  which  seemed  to  duly  aught  .--ave 
Uic  wild  goat, and  lieweil  a  passage  tliroii<{h  iichasiii  of  liv 
Incrock  mort- narrow  than  our  wagons.  To  bring  tlnjse 
firnt  wagoui  to  Ihu  P.icific  we  have  prescrvifd  the  strcu|;th 
ef  the  mulcg  by  herding  ilipm  ever  ovorlargu  tructx,  wlllcli 


you  have  laboriously  guarded  without  loss.  The  garrisons 
of  four  presidios  of  Sonora  concentrated  within  the  walls 
of  Tucson  gave  us  no  pause.  We  drove  them  out  with 
their  artillery ;  but  our  intercourse  with  the  citizens  was 
unmarked  by  a  single  act  of  injustice.  Thus  marching, 
half  naked  ami  half  fed,  and  living  upon  wild  animals,  we 
have  discovered  and  made  a  road  of  great  value  to  our 
country. 

Arrived  at  the  first  settlement  of  California,  after  a  single 
day's  rest  you  cheerfully  turned  ofT  from  the  roule  to  this 
point  of  promised  repose  to  enter  upon  a  campaign  and 
me('t,  as  we  believed,  the  approach  of  the  enemy  ;  and  this, 
too,  wiihout  even  salt  to  season  your  sole  subsistence  of 
fresh  meat.  ^ 

Lieutenants  A.  J.  Smith  and  George  Stoneman.  of  the 
first  dragoons,  have  shared  and  given  you  valuable  aid  in  all 
these  labors. 

Thus,  volunteers,  you  have  exhibited  some  high  and  es- 
sential qualities  of  veterans.  Dut  much  remains  undone. 
Soon  you  will  turn  your  strict  attention  to  the  drill,  to  sys- 
tem and  order,  to  forms  also,  which  are  all  necessary  to  the 
soldier. 

liy  order  of  Lieutenant  Coloni'l  P.  St.  George  Cooke. 
P.  C.  MERRILL,  J-Ujulant. 

These  official  papers  explain  the  absence  of  the 
five  hundred  men  on  the  day  the  pioneers  reached 
their  new  home  "in  the  valleys  of  the  mount- 
ains." They  were  proving  their  fidelity  to  their 
country,  their  devotion  to  its  flag,  by  fighting  un- 
der the  stars  and  stripes  of  that  banner  which  is 
now  planted,  for  the  first  time,  upon  soil  which 
never  before  was  penetrated  by  civilization. 

But,  sir,  these  people  were  no  strangers  to  pio- 
neer life.  They  were  pioneers  in  Missouri,  and 
published  the  first  newspaper  west  of  Jefferso<i 
City,  I  think  in  1831.  They  were  pioneers  in 
western  Illinois,  and  built  the  beautiful  city  of 
Nauvoo.  They  first  settled  western  Iowa,  pub- 
lished the  first  paper  in  that  part  o'f  the  State,  and 
made  a  settlement  where  now  stands  the  thriving 
city  of  Council  Bluffs.  They  landed  the  firstship 
freiglited  with  emigrant  settlers  where  now  stands 
San  Fi-ancisco,a  city  unrivaled  in  wealth,  popu- 
lation, and  commercial  importance  for  its  age  in 
the  history  of  the  world;  a  city  which  we,  as 
Americans,  are  all  so  ]>roud  of.  They  were  the 
first  of  our  American  citizens  to  remove  the  earth 
and  unkennel  the  gold  which  had  lain  forages 
in  its  undiscoveretl  resting-place,  the  result  of 
which  revolutionized  the  commercial  world. 
These  are  all  facts  which  have  passed  into  and 
become  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  country. 
Wherever  they  have  been  industry  and  enterprise 
have  marked  their  progress. 

But,  sii-,  to  return  to  the  settlement  of  Utah. 
Tliis  settlement  was  commenced  when  that  which 
now  constitutes  Utah  belonged  to  Mexico.  The 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  if  1  am  not  mis- 
taken, by  which  our  extreme  western  and  south- 
western possessions  were  acquired,  was  not 
signed  until  February,  1848,  six  months  after  the 
pioneer  settlement.  While  the  brave  Mormon 
battalion,  under  its  gallant  leader,  were  enduring 
the  sufferings  of  a  military  campaign  in  Mexico, 
their  brethren  and  families  were  planting  Amer- 
ican civilization  and  American  industry  in  a  Mex- 
ican province,  where  the  red  man  had  for  ages 
held  undisputed  dominion.  The  country  was  a 
desert,  so  known  in  youi^  geographies  and  upon 
your  maps.  It  was  uninhabited,  except  by  the  In- 
dian, and  understood  to  be  uninhabitable  for  pur- 
poses of  cultivation.  High  ranges  of  mountains 
towering  into  the  very  heavens,  covered  with  per- 
petual snow,  deep  gorges,  narrow  and  impassa- 
ble canons,  chasms,  and  fissures,  everywhere  sur- 
rounded the  small  valleys  which  reposed  in  wild 
and  undisturbed  nature  at  their  base,  presenting 
a  cold  and  cheerless  prospect  to  an  agricultural 
people.  Experimental  cultivation  had  never  been 
tried,  and  so  confident  was  the  old  mountaineer 
and  Indian  trader  Captain  Bridger  that  wiien  tried 
it  would  prove  a  failure,  that  he  offered  5jl,000to 
the  bold  ])ioneers  for  the  first  ear  of  corn  that  was 
raised.  Add  to  these  frowns  of  nature  the  appall- 
ing fact  that  the  country  was  destitute  of  rain, 
and  that  death  from  starvation  must  be  the  inev- 
itable result  if  they  failed  to  raise  a  crop,  and  you 
may  well  imagine  how  a  people  with  less  faith 
Wdiild  have  felt  situated  as  they  were. 

Bui,  sir,  this  was  not  all.  The  company,  con- 
sisting of  men,  women,  and  ciiildren,  had  i)ene- 
trated  twelve  hundred  miles  west  through  a  con- 
tinuous Indiiui  country.  Eight  hundred  miles 
siill  further  west  to  the  Pitcific  was  an  mibroken 
Imlian  country;  while  to  the  north  for  .six  liun- 
dnd  miles  the  Ijunnocks  and  Flat-Heads  kept 
the  whii(>  man  at  bay  and  from  occupying  tlic  in- 
viting valley  s  of  i  he  Willatne  tie  and  Columbia,  and 
for  almost  nii  unkirnwn  distance  on  the  south  the 


Utcs,  Pah-Utes,  Pi-Utes,  and  Navajos  held  proud 
and  undisputed  possession. 

This,  sir,  is  a  mere  glance  at  the  condition  of 
the  country  at  the  time  the  pioneers  arrived  and 
commenced  tlieir  first  settlement  in  July,  1847. 
Still,  under  such  circumstances,  which  Captain 
Stansbury  well  says  were  enough  to  appall  the 
stoutest  heart,  they  faltered  not,  Ijut  under  the 
direction  of  their  wise  president,  Brigham  Young, 
they  went  to  work,  building  forts  fot  protection 
against  the  Indians,  erecting  their  houses,  laying 
out  their  city,  planting  fields,  digging  ditches  for 
irrigation,  and  making  preparations  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  human  life.  Only  four  years  after- 
wards Captain  Stansbury  in  his  report  uses  the 
following  language  in  speaking  of  GrealSalt  Lake 
Cityj  where  the  first  settlement  was  commenced: 

"  When  it  is  remembered  that  within  the  space  of  four 
years  this  country  was  but  a  wild  and  dreary  wilderness, 
where  the  howl  of  the  wolf  and  the  yell  of  the  miserable 
Indian  alone  awoke  the  echoes  of  the  mouniains,  and 
where  the  bear,  the  deer,  and  antelope  roamed  securely 
over  what  is  now  a  compact  and  populous  city;  that  the 
physical  obstacles  to  the  occupation  of  a  region  so  unprom- 
ising were  sufficient  to  discourage  the  most  sanguine  im- 
aginaiion  and  to  appall  the  strongest  heart,  the  mind  is  filled 
with  wonder  at  witnessing  the  immense  results  which  liave 
been  accomplished  in  so  shortafinie,and  from  abeginning 
apparently  so  insignificant." — Page  144. 

But,  sir,  the  people  have  been  blessed  in  their 
efforts  to  subdue  the  desert.  The  city  here  men- 
tioned by  Captain  Stansbury  has  now  a  popula- 
tion of  about  fifteen  thousand  people,  with  nearly 
every  branch  of  mechanical  and  manufacturing 
industry  represented,  and  not  a  drinking  saloon, 
a  billiard  saloon,  or  a  bowling  saloon  to  demoral- 
ize the  people  and  check  the  onward  progress  of 
industry.  What  city  in  America  of  its  popula- 
tion can  say  as  much?  It  is  truly  a  gem  in  the 
desert.  The  half-way  house  to  the  Pacific,  it  is 
a  inost  convenient  resting-place  for  the  traveler 
after  journeying  twelve  hundred  miles  over  plains 
of  sand,  without  a  tree  or  shrub  save  the  con- 
stantly recurring  sage,  and  before  encountering 
a  desert  which  still  lies  before  him,  a  distance  of 
six  hundred  miles,  before  he  reaches  the  Sierra 
Nevada. 

The  comparatively  small  beginning  in  1847 
has  grown  and  lengthened  until  now  the  settle- 
ments extend  a  distance  of  five  hundred  iniles 
north  and  south;  and  whei-ever  a  valley  can  be 
found  that  can  be  watered  tliere  you  will  find  the 
industrious,  uncomplaining  settler,  making  an 
honest  living  in  the  way  most  congenial  to  natui'e 
and  most  conducive  to  health,  by  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil.  Not  only  are  the  ordinary  vegetables 
and  cereals  produced,  but  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  Territory  they  are  raisingcotton,  and  last  year 
exported  some  tons  to  the  States,  the  product  of 
free  white  labor,  thereby  removing  the  objection 
of  some  of  our  eastern  friends  to  the  use  of  this 
necessary  article.  In  a  word,  the  desert  has  been 
converted  into  the  fruitful  field,  and  the  frowns  of 
nature  exchanged  for  smiles  and  gladness. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  all  this  has  been  the  result 
of  constant,  uncom|ilaining  toil,  great  hardship 
and  exposui-e,  and  often  the  sacrifice  of  life.  For 
the  first  few  years  of  the  infant  settlements,  the 
people  were  compelled  to  huddle  together,  and 
build  and  live  in  forts  for  protection  against  the 
jealous  hostility  ofthc  Indians.  Their  policy  has 
been  to  feed  and  not  to  fight  them.  It  lias  been 
estimated  that  it  has  not  cost  the  people  less  than 
|ilOO,000  annually  to  support  these  wards  of  the 
General  Government  since  1847,  making  a  total 
of  >[jl,600,000.  During  ihesame  period  wliat  have 
your  Indian  wars  in  Oregon  cost  the  Government? 
Ill  New  Mexico?  and  the  Indian  service  in  Califor- 
nia? More,  1  venture  the  assertion,  in  one  year 
than  the  Government  has  paid  for  Indian  seivice 
during  the  entire  time  Utah  iias  been  a  Territory. 

To  the  peaceful,  wise,  and  conciliatory  policy 
pursued  by  Governor  Brigham  Young,  who  waa 
appointed  Governor  and  e.r  officio  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  by  iVIr.  Fillmore  on  the  organ- 
ization of  the  territorial  government,  and  who 
was  continued  in  oflicc  over  seven  years,  is  to  be 
attributed  the  tact  that  Utah  has  not  been  afflicted 
with  Indian  wars  as  have  other  Territories.  By 
this  policy  va.stsums  of  money  have  been  saved 
to  the  United  States. 

In  relation  to  the  appointment  of  Governor 
Young,  (yapliiin  Stansbury,  on  p\>.  144-147,  says: 

"  Upon  the  aeiion  of  the  Executive  ln4be  appolntincnl 
of  the  olficcrs  within  the  newly  created  Territory,  it  does 
not  become  me  to  ofTer  other  than  a  very  dilBdent  opinion. 

"  Yet  the  opportunities  of  Inforninilon  to  whleli  allusion 
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liiis  already  btHMi  iimde  iiiay  piniiaps  justify  me  in  piepeut- 
iii;,'tiicr(;;iUltnliiiy  own  nbricrvalloiii-oii  ilijssuliject.  ^Viti) 
all' due  delereuce,  then,  1  I'oel  constrained  to  t^ay  tliat.  in 
my  opinion,  tlie  appointment  of  tlic  president  of  the  iMiu- 
in'on  cliurcli  and  liead  of  the  Mormon  coinn)nnity  in  pref- 
erence to  any  other  person  to  tlie  liigli  office  of  Governor  of 
the  Territory,  independent  of  the  political  bearings,  with 
which  I  liave  nothing  to  do,  was  a  measure  dictated  alike 
by  justice  and  sound  policy.  Intimately  connected  with 
tliem  from  their  exodus  from  Illinois,  this  man  has  been  in- 
deed their  Moses,  leading  them  through  the  wilderness  to 
a  remote  and  unknown  land,wliere  they  have  since  setup 
their  tabernacle,  and  where  they  are  now  building  their 
temple.  Resolute  in  danger,  firm  and  sagacious  in  soun- 
cil,  prompt  and  energetic  in  emergency,  and  enthusiastic- 
ally devoted  to  the  honor  and  interests  of  his  people,  he  had 
won  their  uidimited  confidence,  esteem,  and  veneration, 
and  held  an  unrivaled  place  in  their  hearts."  *  * 

*  *  "  Intimately  acquainted  with  tlieir  character, 

capabilities,  wants,  and  weaknesses,  identified  now  with 
their  prosperity,  as  he  liad  formerly  shared  to  the  full  in 
their  adversity  and^  sorrow,  honored,  trusted,  tlie  whole 
wealth  of  the  community  placed  in  his  hands  for  the  ad- 
vancement both  of  the  spiritual  and  temporal  interests  of 
the  infant  settlement,  he  was  surely,  of  all  others,  the  man 
best  fitted  to  preside,  under  the  auspices  of  the  General 
Government,  over  a  colony  of  which  he  may  justly  be  said  to 
have  been  the  founder.  No  other  man  could  have  so  entirely 
secured  the  confidence  of  the  people;  and  this  selection  by 
the  Executive  of  the  man  of  their  choice,  besides  being 
highly  gratifying  to  them,  is  recognized  as  an  assurance 
tliat  they  shall  hereafter  receive  atHhe  hands  of  the  Gen- 
eral Govennnent  that  justice  and  consideration  to  which 
they  are  entitled."  *  *  *  *  "As  to  the 
imputations  that  have  been  made  againsttlie  personal  char- 
acter of  the  Governor,  I  feel  confident  they  are  without 
foundation."  *  *  *  *  "  Certain  it  is  that 
thi;  most  entire  confidence  is  felt  in  his  integrity,  personal, 
otRcial,and  pecuniary,  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  a  long 
iliid  intimate  association,  and  in  the  most  trying  emergen- 
cies, has  aflbrded  every  possible  opportunity  of  forming  a 
just  and  accurate  judgment  of  liis  true  character." 

Governor  Young  was  succeeded  by  the  ap- 
pointment, in  1857,  of  Alfred  Gumming.  Early 
in  the  present  session  of  Congress  a  very  serious 
charge  was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  against  the  people, 
charging  the-m  with  rebellion,  which  1  replied  to 
at  the  time.  He  said  this  "  rebellion  commenced 
early  in  1857.  The  imnnediate  cause  was  the  ex- 
ercise of  Federal  authority  and  the  appointment 
of  a  territorial  Governor."  The  truth  is,  so  far 
from  there  having  been  any  opposition  by  Gov- 
ernor Young  to  the  exercise  of  Federal  authority 
by  his  successor.  Governor  Gumming,  that  it  is 
a  notable  fact  that  Governor  Young  sent  out  a 
party  to  escort  the  new  Governor  into  the  city, 
and  furnished  Governor  Gumming  with  fresh  ani- 
mals, and  the  party  conducted  the  new  Governor 
into  Great  Salt  Lake  City;  and  when  he  arrived 
be  was  greeted  and  made  welcome  by  Governor 
Young  as  his  rightful  successor  in  office.  It  is 
due  to  Governor  Gumming  to  say  that  he  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  office  to  the  entii-e  sat- 
isfaction of  the  people.  From  the  elaborate  work 
of  Captain  Burton,  (the  English  tourist,  and  au- 
thor of  that  celebrated  work  The  Lake  Regions  of 
Central  Africa,)  entitled  The  City  of  the  Saints, 
page  215,  I  quote  the  following  relative  to  the 
enlrce  of  Governor  Gumming: 

"  lie  had  been  told  before  entering  that  his  life  was  in 
danger.  He  was  not,  however,  a  man  to  be  deterred  from 
a  settled  purpose,  and  experiment  showed  that  so  far  from 
being  molested  he  was  received  with  a  salute  and  all  the 
honors." 

This  information  was  obtained  from  Governor 
Gumming,  when  the  aulhor  was  in  Great  Salt 
Lake  City,' in  1860.   •  ■ 

I  propose  now,  sir,  in  conclusion,  to  review,  in 
a  brief  manner,  the  repealed  efforts  made  by  thet 
people  of  Utah  Lo  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 

As  preliminary  to  this,  I  extract  from  the  well- 
considered  report  of  Captain  Stansbury,  to  which 
reference  has  already  been  made,  as  containing 
the  views  of  this  able  officer,  formed  after  an  in- 
timate acquaintance  of  more  than  a  year  with  the 
people.     On  page  144  he  says: 

"Apprehensions  have  been  entertained  as  to  the  expe- 
iliency  of  giving  any  countenance  to  thi^  founding  in  our 
midst  of  an  association  of  men  ^o  peculiar  in  view's  iind 
so  distinct  in  principles,  manners,  and  cusloms  from  the 
rest  of  the  American  people.  Serious  doubts,  too,  liave 
been  expressed  in  regard  to  the  poliry  of  appointing  Mor- 
nnins  to  offices  of  high  trust  in  the  administration  of  the  af- 
fairs ot  the  newly  created  Territory;  and  direct  charges 
have  been  widely  published,  seriously  afleeting  the  patriot- 
Ism  and  personal  reputation  of  tlie  Mormon  leaders,  as  well 
as  the  loyal  feelings  of  the  people  toward  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

Such  doubts  and  apprehensions  are,  in  my  judgment, 
totally  groundless;  and  the  charges  I  believe  to  be  either 
based  upon  prejudice  or  to  have  grown  out  of  a  want  of 
accurate  inlbrniation.  A  residence  of  a  year  In  the  midst 
of  the  Mormon  eommnnily,  during  the  greater  part  of  which 
period  I  was  in  constant  intercourse  with  both  rulers  and 
people,  adbid  much  opportunity  lor  ascertaining  tiie  real 
lUct.f  of  the  case, " 


He  also  says,  on  page  133: 

"Nothing  could  exceed  the  appearance  of  prosperity, 
peaceful  harmony,  and  checrlul  content  that  pervaded  the 
whole  coiiiinunity." 

And  on  page  134  he  uses  this  language: 
"  In  their  dealings  with  the  crowds  of  emigrants  that 
passed  through  tlieir  city,  the  Mormons  were  ever  fair  and 
upright,  taking  no  advantage  of  the  necessitous  condition 
of  many  if  not  most  of  them.  They  sold  them  sucli  pro- 
visions as  they  could  spare  at  moderate  prices,  and  such  as 
they  tlKMUselves  paid  in  their  dealings  with  each  other.  In 
tlie  whole  of  oui'iiitercoursewitli  them,  which  lasted  rather 
more  than  a  year,  I  cannot  refer  to  a  single  instance  of 
fraud  or  extortion  to  which  any  of  the  party  was  subjected, 
.■ind  X  strongly  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  charges  that 
have  been  preferred  against  them  in  this  respect  arose 
either  from  interesled  misrepresentation  or  erroneous  in- 
formation. I  certainly  never  experienced  anything  like  it 
in  my  own  ease,  nor  did  I  witness  or  hear  of  any  instance 
of  it  in  the  case  of  others  while  I  resided  among  them." 
*  *  *  *  "In  short,  these  people  presented 
the  appearance  of  a  quiet,  orderly,  and  well-organized 
society,  as  much  so  as  one  would  meet  with  in  any  city  of 
the  Union,  having  the  rights  of  personal  property  as  well 
defined  and  as  rel  igiously  respected  as  with  ourselves,  noth- 
ing being  further  from  their  faith  than  the  spirit  of  com- 
munism, which  has  been  most  erroneously  supposed  to 
prevail  among  them." 

These  are  the  views  of  a  highly  educated  and 
impartial  Army  officer,  as  set  forth  in  his  official 
report  to  the  Government.  I  cannot  but  regard 
them  as  possessing  more  truth  and  merit,  and  en- 
titled to  far  more  weight,  than  the  partisan  state- 
ments of  disappointed  demagogues. 

In  this  connection  1  cannot  refiain  from  quoting 
ihe  concluding  partof  the  eloquent  lecture  of  Col- 
onel Thomas  L.  Kane,  delivered  before  the  His- 
torical Society  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 
He  has  spent  much  time  with  the  people,  knows 
them  well,  and  sustains  no  relation  to  them,  ex- 
cept that  fornaed  by  the  tie  of  a  common  human- 
ity. A  brother  to  the  illustrious  Dr.  Kane,  his 
character  is  well  known  to  some  of  the  members 
of  this  House: 

"  I  have  gone  over  the  work  I  assigned  myself  when  I 
accepted  your  committee's  invitation  as  fully  as  I  could 
do  without  trespassing  too  largely  upon  your  courteous  pa- 
tience. But  Ishoulddo  wrong  to  conclude  my  lecture  with- 
out declaring  in  succinct  and  definite  terms  the  opinions  I 
have  formed  and  entertain  of  the  Mormon  people.  The 
libels  of  which  they  have  been  made  the  subject  make  this 
a  simple  act  of  justice.  Perhaps,  too,  my  opinion,  even 
with  those  who  know  me  as  you  do,  will  better  answer  its 
end  following  after  the  narrative  I  have  given. 

"  I  have  spoken  to  you  of  a  people  whose  industry  had 
made  them  rich,  and  gathered  arbund  them  all  the  comforts 
and  not  a  few  of  the  luxuries  of  refined  life  ;  expelled  by 
lawless  force  into  the  wilderness;  seeking  an  untried  home 
far  away  from  the  scenes  which  their  previous  life  had  en- 
deared to  them  ;  moving  onward,  destitute,  hunger-sick- 
ened, and  sinking  with  disease;  bearing  along  with  them 
their  wives  and  children,  the  aged,  and  the  poor,  and  the 
decrepii  ;  I'liewing  daily  on  their  march  the  offices  of  de- 
votion, the  ties  of  family  and  friendship  and  charity;  sliar- 
ing  necessities  and  braving  dangers  together,  cheerful  in 
the  midst  of  want  ami  trial,  and  persevering  until  they  tri- 
umphed. I  have  told,  or  tried  to  tell  you,of  men  who,  when 
menaced  by  famine,  and  in  the  midst  of  pestilence,  with 
every  energy  taxed  by  the  urgency  of  the  hour,  were  build- 
ing roads  and  bridges,  laying  out  villages,  and  phmting  corn- 
fields, for  the  stranger  who  might  come  alter  ihehi,  tlieir 
kinsman  only  by  a  common  humanity  and  peradventiire  a 
common  suffering  ;  of  men  who  liave  renewi^d  their  pros- 
perity in  tlie  homes  they  have  founded  in  the  desert,  and 
wlio,  in  their  new-built  city,  walled  round  by  mountains 
like  a  fortress,  are  extending  pious  hospitalities  to  the  des- 
titute emigrants  from  our  frontier  lines;  of  men  who,  far 
removed  from  the  restraints  of  law,  obeyed  itfrom  choice, 
or  found  in  the  recesses  of  their  religion  something  not 
inconsistent  with  human  laws,  but  far  more  controlling; 
and  wlio  are  now  soliciting  from  tlie  Government  of  the 
United  States,  not  indemnity,  for  the  appeal  would  be  hope- 
less, and  they  know  it;  not  protection,  for  they  now  have 
no  need  of  it,  but  that  identity  of  political  institutions  and 
that  community  of  laws  with  the  rest  of  us  whicli  was  con- 
fessedly their  birthright  when  they  were  driven  beyond  our 
b(nders. 

"  I  said  I  would  give  you  the  opinion  I  (brmcd  of  the 
Mormons:  you  may  deduce  it  for  yourselves  from  these 
facts,  ftuf  I  will  add  that  1  have  not  yet  heard  a  single 
charge  against  them  as  a  community,  against  their  habitual 
purity  of  life,  tlieir  integrity  of  dealing,  their  toleration  of 
religious  difierences  in  opinion,  their  regard  Ibr  the  laws, 
or  their  devotion  to  tlie  constitutional  Government  under 
wliich  we  live,  that  I  do  not  from  my  own  observation,  or 
the  testimony  of  others,  know  to  be  unfounded." 

Colonel  Kane,  as  does  Captain  Stansbury,  in- 
dorses the  loyalty  of  the  people  and  tlieir  devo- 
tion to  our  cohstitutional  Government.  This, 
sir,  is  jiroven  by  their  desire  and  efforts  to  bead- 
milted  as  a  Slate.  Never  were  ihey  more  anx- 
ious tliMi  now,  in  the  present  unfortunate  condi- 
lion'-of  the  country;  They  want  to  constitute  one 
link  ill  the  chain,  stretching  from  the  Atlantic 
west  to  the  Pacific,  binding  together  in  one  glori- 
ous sisterhood  a  cordon  of  Slates  across  the  Atrieri- 
can  continent.  To  this  end  ihey  desired  to  be  ad- 
mitted in  1850;  but  on  the  9tli  day  of  May  of  tliat 


year  you  made  California  a  Slate  with  no  larger 
resident  population  than  Utah,  and  organized 
Utah  into  a  territorial  government.  Early  in 
1856  a  convention  prepared  a  constitution  whicii 
was  ratified  by  the  people,  and  special  delegates 
were  sent  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting it.  It  was  in  all  respects  republican,  and 
I  think  no  one  was  sufficiently  fastidious  to  raise 
the  slightest  objection  to  the  constitution.  Still 
the  application  did  not  meet  with  favor,  and  no 
formal  action  was  had  in  Congress.  However 
Utah  submitted  to  the  disappointment  with  as 
much  grace  as  Was  possible  for  a  disappointed 
child  when  forbidden  the  iiospilalities  of  the  fam- 
ily board.  She  returned  to  the  scanty  fare  of  a 
territorial  government,  her  patriotism  and  loyalty 
undiminished. 

After  enduring  her  semi-colonial  condition  eix 
years  more,  thfi  people  of  Utah  called  another 
convention,  and  prepared  another  constitution. 
Again  were  the  people  called  upon  to  vote,  and 
again  was  the  constitution  unanimously  adopted. 
This, like  the  other,  was  republican, and  in  all  re- 
spects unobjectionable.  It  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress by  my  predecessor,  Hon.  John  M.  Bernhi- 
sel,  but  was  never  brought  lo  a  vote  in  the  House. 

Following  in  the  wake  of  Nebraska,  Colorado, 
and  Nevada,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  presenting 
a  bill  for  an  enabling  act. to  authorize  the  people 
to  form  a  Slate  government.  This  1  trust  will  ba 
more  fortunate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  forming  your  new  western 
States  is  it  proposed  lo  jump  over  Utah,  and  take 
in  Nevada,  that  is  but  an  offshoot  of  Utah,  once 
belonged  to  her  western  boundary,  hai^had  a  ter- 
ritorial existence  of  only  about  three  years,  and 
has  far  less  population  than  Utah.?  Is  it  proposed 
to  take  in  Nebraska,  lying  iminediately  west  o,t 
the  Missouri  river,  Colorado  west  of  it,  and  then 
take  in  Nevada,  and  leave  out  the  most  valuable 
and  important  link  in  your  chain  of  States  to  the 
Pacific'  Why,  sir,  these  Territories  are  infants 
in  age  and  population  when  compared  with  Utah. 
Fourteen  years  has  Utah  had  a  territorial  exist- 
ence, and  at  no  period  since  her  organization  has 
shenothad  a  larger  resident  population  than  either 
Nebraska  or  Colorado. 

In  behalf  of  near  one  hundred  thousand  people 
I  protest  against  this  unjust  discrimination.  In 
behalf  of  those  who  first  explored  and  settled  the 
country  westof  the  Missouri  riverseventeen  years 
ago,  who  made  the  road  across  the  continent, 
opened  up  the  way  to  California,  discovered  the 
rich  placers  of  gold  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific, 
and  gave  you  to  know  and  understand  that  there 
was  a  great  and  mighty  West,  rich  in  mineral  re- 
sources, away  beyond  the  Rocky  mountains,  I  ask 
for  justice  and  equality.  In  behalf  of  those  who 
with  lives  in  their  hands  in  an  Indian  country  have 
reclaimed  your  deserls,  prepared  the  way  for  your 
great  postal  interoceanic  communication,  your 
telegraph  and  Pacific  railroad,  who  have  contrib- 
uted more  to  the  settlement  of  California  by  rea- 
son of  the  facilities  and  position  of  their  settle- 
ments than  all  the  ships  of  the  Pacific,  I  ask  for 
justice  and  equality.  In  behalf  of  those  who  fol- 
low witii  intense  interest  and  anxiety  your  flag, 
whose  whole  heart  beats  in  unison  with  the  Con- 
stitution and  Government,  and  who,  if  admitted, 
will  be  represented  in  Congress  by  those  who  will 
vie  with  the  foremost  in  sustaining  your  nation- 
ality, I  ask  that  you  do  not  turn  them  coldly 
away  and  for  the  third  time  reject  their  petition 
and  prayer.  We  come  to  you  in  friendship  and 
love.  We  offer  you  our  devotion,  our  industry, 
our  enterprise,  our  wealth,  our  humble  counsels 
in  the  affairs  of  the  nation  in  this  the  darkest  hour 
of  our  country 's  history.  Wepresentto  you  for 
a  Slate  your  deserts  reclaimed  and  fertilized  by 
persevering  industry  and  the  sweat  of  uncomplain- 
ing toil.  We  offer  you  one  hundred  thousand 
people  who  can  truthfully  boast  that  in  all  tlieir 
settlements  is  not  lo  be  found  a  drinking  saloon, 
ix  billiard  table,  or  a  bowling  alley, and  who  with 
pride  point  you  to  their  cities,  theircluu-ches,  their 
school-houses,  their  manufactories,  their  farms, 
and  possessions  as  evidences  of  their  achieve- 
ments and  the  results  of  their  industry.  Will  you 
accept  the  offering.'  The  Constitution  invests 
you  with  the  power;  exercise  it  charilably,  deal 
justly,  and  decide  wisely. 

Mr.  BENNET  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
to  Mr.  Cox,  who  moved  that  the  committee  riaeV 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  '"" 
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So  tlie  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Perry  reported  that  the 
committee  lind,  according  to  order,  had  the  state 
of  the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and 
particularly  the  bill  of  the  House  making  certain 
territorial  appropriations,  and  had  come  to  no  res- 
oluiion  thereon. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  move  now  that  the 
bill  to-day  under  consideration  in  committee  be 
made  the  special  order  for  three  weeks  from  to- 
day. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  must  object  to  the  bill  being 
made  n  special  order.  1  have  no  objection  to  its 
being  postponed  to  the  day  named  by  the  gentle- 
man, but  1  really  see  no  good  reason  why  this 
bill  should  not  be  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  My  proposition  is  not 
that  the  bill  be  taken  out  of  committee,  but  that 
it  be  made  a  special  order  in  committee. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that 
there  are  seven  appropriation  bills  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  which  are 
special  orders,  and  which,  by  the  rules  of  the 
House,  take  precedence  of  all  other  special  orders. 
This  bill  would  not  therefore  come  up  until  they 
have  all  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  ask,  then,  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  its  furtlier  consid- 
eration, and  that  it  be  made  a  special  order  after 
the  morning  hour  in  the  House  for  the  day  I 
named. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  must  object  to  the  special 
order. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  wijl  state  that!  do  not 
propose  to  call  the  previous  question  on  itatonce, 
but  to  leave  it  open  for  a  reasonable  discussion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  being  made  to  the 
bill  being  made  a  special  order,  the  Chair  will  con- 
sider the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  as  discharged  from  its  further  consid- 
eration, and  the  bill  postponed. 

VOTE  RECORDED. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  con- 
sent to  record  his  vote  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Mallory  to  strike  out  the  free  State  clause  from 
the  bill  for  the  admission  of  new  States. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  stated  that 
he  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

IDAHO  WAGON  ROAD. 
Mr.  DONNELLY,  by  unanimous  con.sent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  for  tlie  construction  of  a  wagon 
road,  with  branches  from  Minnesota,  Iowa, and 
Utah,  to  Idaho  Territory;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

SPEAKER  PRO  TEMPORE. 

By  unanimous  consent  leave  was  granted  to 
the  Speaker  to  designate  some  member  to  act  as 
Speaker  jjro  tempore  for  Saturday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RiCE,  of  Maine,  the  House 
then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  Marcli  18,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Siinuerland. 

'I'lic.Tournal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
PKTITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  iowa,  in  favor  of  a  grant  of  lands 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Mc- 
Gregor, on  the  Mississippi  river,  to  a  point  in  the 
western  bounds  of  iowa  between  Sergeant's  BlufTs 
and  the  north  boundary  of  the  Stale;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW  presented  four  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  increased 
railroad  facilities  between  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

He  also  presented  u  memorial  of  merchants  of 
Pliiladelphia  and  citizens  of  Permsylvania,  pray- 
ing that  the  circulation  of  State  banks  may  be  so 
taxed  as  to  compel  tljem  to  call  in  their  notes, 
thus  securing  to  the  country  the  use  of  u  national 
legal-tender  currency,  par  at  all  points  within  the 
United  StatcH;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
miltec  on  Finance. 


Mr.  GRIMES  presented  a  memorial  of  George 
H.  Plant,  ]iraying  to  be  refunded  an  amount  abated 
from  his  account  for  coal  furnished  to  the  navy- 
yard  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  under 
a  contract  in  1862;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  a  memorial  of  pay- 
masters and  military  storekeepers  in  the  ordnance 
department  of  the  Army,  praying  to  be  allowed 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  paymasters  in 
the  4''"iy  of  the  United  Stat(!s;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  the  petition  of  Re- 
becca S.  Harrison,  widow  of  Lieutenant  Horace 
N.  Harrison,  deceased,  prayinjg  for  a  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  ship  canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  HARRIS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Brooklyn,  New  York,.praying  for  ihe  passage 
of  a  law  "  to  confiscate  utterly  and  without  re- 
serve the  lands  of  rebels;  and  to  give  of  the  same, 
withoutother  formality  than  occupation ,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  to  each  private  in  the  naval 
service,  and  to  each  man  in  the  rank  and  file  of 
•the  Union  Army,  and  of  the  rebel  army  who  will 
take  the  prescribed  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  that  the  lands  thereafter  remaining 
be  open  to  settlement  under  the  homestead  law;" 
which  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  on 
slavery  and  freedmen. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  presented  the  petition  of 
Charles  Goodyear,  jr.,executorof  CharlesGood- 
year,  deceased,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  reso- 
lution to  authorize  the  Committee  on  Patents  and 
the  Patent  Office,  or  a  commission,  to  take  testi- 
mony, by  sending  for  persons  and  papers,  in  re-, 
lation  to  a  reissue  of  his  patent  for  vulcanized 
India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Wisconsin,  in  favor  of  causing  all  the  un- 
surveyed  lands  in  that  State  to  be  surveyed  and 
brought  into  market  at  the  earliest  practicable 
day;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Wisconsin,  in  favor  of  a  mail  route  from 
the  city  of  Fond-du-Lac  to  Stockbridgc,  in  the 
county  of  Calumet,  in  that  State;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  present  the  remonstrance 
of  the  officers  of  the  national  banks  of  Cincin- 
nati, remonstrating  against  any  amendment  of  the 
law  organizing  national  banks  which  shall  make 
it  compulsory  upon  them  to  redeem  their  notes  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  I  desire,  in  this  connec- 
tion, to  say  that  no  such  proposition  is  pending 
before  Congress;  and  that  the  misapprehension 
into  which  these  officers  have  fallen,  with  many 
others  in  the  West,  has  grown  out  of  an  erro- 
neous telegraphicdispatch.  The  provision  in  the 
bill  against  the  passage  of  which  they  remonstrate 
provides  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes  in  the 
principal  cities  of  the  Union,  and  not  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  I  inake"^his  explanation  in  order 
that  these  parties  may  be  relieved  from  all  anxiety. 
There  is  no  such  proposition  pending  in  Congress; 
and  I  therefore  move  that  this  remonstrance  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  were  referred  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Iowa  in  favor  of  an  amendment  to 
the  |>ension  laws,  allowing  pensions  to  the  widows 
of  chaplains  and  surgeons  in  the  Army  who  die 
or  may  be  killed  while  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same 
back,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolutions,  the  previous  ac- 
tion of  the  Senate  having  made  it  unnecessary  for 
this  body  to  take  further  action  on  the  subJQ»;t. 

The  rejiort  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Harding, 
praying  for  compensation  for  services  as  a  soldier 
in  lac  war  of  1612,  liuve  .instructed  mc  to  report 


the  same  back  and  request  that  that  committee 
be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration,  and 
that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims,  it  being  a  claim  for  a  debt  and  not 
for  a  pension. 

The  re])ort  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  George  D.  Dods, 
praying  for  a  pension  in  lieu  of  his  support  at  the 
Naval  Asylum  at  Philadelphia,  have  instructed 
me  to  report  it  back  with  a  recommendation  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed, ^as  it  would  be  changing  the  policy  of  the 
Government  to  allow  those  men  who  have  been 
in  the  service  and  are  now  comfortably  taken 
care  of  at  the  Asylum  to  go  home,  thus  breaking 
up  the  institution,  or,  at  all  events,  to  a  certain 
extent  breaking  it  up,  and  not  really  providing 
as  well  for  the  men  as  they  are  now  provided  for. 
The  committee  recommend,  therefore,  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  be  not  granted. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 
'  Mr.  ANTHONY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No. 
38)  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
A.  Bush,  late  public  printer  for  the  Territory  of 
Oregon,  reported  it  back  without  amendment, 
and  submitted  a  report;  which  wag  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  and  the  Militia,  who  were  instructed 
by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  presenting  to  the  State  of  Kansas  the 
"Hopkins  battery,"  captured  by  the  troops  of 
that  State  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Wayne,  submitted 
an  adverse  report  thereon. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  want  to  be  heard 
upon  that  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  go  on  the 
Calendar  in  its  order. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  also  ask  that  the 
papers  reported  from  the  committee  in  relation  to 
the  "Hopkins  battery"  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
180)  in  relation  to  universitylandsin  Minnesotai 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  GRIMES  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained ,  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution 
(S.  No.  35)  to  compensate  the  sailors  on  the  gun- 
boat Baron  de  Kalb  for  loss  of  clothing;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

UNITED  STATES  MAILS. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  desire  to  move  that  all 
previous  orders  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  House  bill  No.  299.  It  is  a  bill  in  re- 
lation to  the  Post  Office  Department,  which  has 
already  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
I  am  informed  by  the  chairman  of  the  House 
committee  and  by  the  Department  that  it  is  very 
necessary  that  there  should  be  immediate  action 
upon  it.  The  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  of  the  Senate  propose  to  make  certain 
amendments  to  the  bill,  and  it  is  necessary  to  pass 
it  at  once  in  order  to  get  action  upon  those  amend- 
ments in  the  House  of  Representatives.  1  ask 
the  Senate  as  a  favor  to  take  up  this  bill  at  the 
present  time. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  jiroceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  299)  to  provide  forcar- 
ryiiig  the  mails  from  the  United  Stat(;s  to  foreign 
ports,  and  for  other  purjioses.  It  jirovides  that, 
all  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  belonging  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates,  and  bound  from  any 
port  in  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  |)ort,  or 
from  any  foreign  port  to  any  port  in  the  United 
States,  shall,  before  clearance,  receive  on  board  and 
securely  convey  all  such  mails  as  the  Post  Office 
Department  of  the  United  States,  or  any  minister, 
consul,  or  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States 
abroad  shall  offer,  and  promptly  deliver  them  to 
the  proper  authorities  on  arriving  at  the  point  of 
destination,  and  shall  receive  for  such  service  such- 
reasonable  compensation  as  may  be  allowed  by 
law.  U]ion  the  entry  of  every  steamer  or  sailing 
vessel  from  any  foreign  port  the  master  or  com- 
mander thereof  is  to  make  return,  on  oath  or  af- 
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firmation,  showing  that  he  has  i>romptly  deliv- 
ered at  such  foreign  port  or  ports  all  mails  placed 
on  board  of  the  steamer  or  vessel  under  his  com- 
rpund  before  clearance  from  the  United  States. 
In  case  the  master  or  commander  fails  to  make 
such  oath  or  affirmation,  showing  that  he  has  de- 
livered the  mails  placed  on  board  his  steamer  or 
vessel  in  good  faith,  the  steamer  or  vessel  is  not 
to  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  a  steamer  or 
vessel  of  the  United  States.  The  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral is  to  be  authorized  to  make  contracts  to  con- 
tinue not  exceeding  four  years,  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  all  mailable  matter  other  than  letters,  and 
of  such  letters'as  may  be  so  directed,  by  the  isth- 
mus of  the  Nicaragua  routes;  but  the  expenditure 
for  the  service  is  not  to  exceed  $160,000  per  an- 
num. And  in  case  more  than  one  company  is 
engaged  in  rendering  this  service,  the  Postmaster 
General  is  to  determine  the  proportion  vifhich 
shall  be  paid  to  each. 

AJl  mailable  matter  which  may  be  conveyed  by 
mail  westward  beyond  the  western  boundary  of 
Kansas,  and  eastward  from  the  eastern  boundary 
of  California,  is  to  be  subject  to  prepaid  letter 
postage  rates;  but  this  section  is  not  to  be  held 
to  exclude  the  transmission  by  mail  of  newspa- 
pers from  a  known  office  of  publication  to  bona 
fide  subscribers,  not  exceeding  one  copy  to  each 
subscriber,  to  and  from  the  intermediate  points 
between  the  boundaries  above  named,  at  the  usual 
rates.  The  Postmaster  General  may,  if  he  shall 
deem  it  for  the  public  interests,  enter  into  con- 
tracts for  any  period,  not  exceeding  one  year,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mails  in  steamships,  by 
sea,  between  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  sea-service  already  performed  by  his  order 
on  the  Atlantic  coast  and  Gulf  of  IVlexico  is  to  be 
paid  for  out  of  any  moneys  appropriated  for  the 
service  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  Also,  for 
such  service  already  performed  upon  the  Pacific 
coast  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1,500,  to  be  paid  for  out 
of  any  moneys  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the 
Post  Office  Department.  If  any  person  or  persons 
shall  paint,  print,  post,  or  in  any  other  manner 
place  upon,  or  attach  to,  any  steamboat  or  other 
vessel,  or  any  stage-coach  or  other  vehicle,  which 
.steamboat  or  other  vessel,  or  stage-coach  or  other 
vehicle,  is  not  actually  used  in  carrying  the  mails 
of  the  United  States,  the  words  "United  States 
mail,"  or  any  other  words,  letters,  or  characters 
of  like  import;  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
give  notice,  either  by  publishing  in  any  news- 
paper or  otherwise,  that  any  steamboat  or  other 
vessel,  or  any  stage-coach  or  other  vehicle,  is  used 
in  carrying  the  mails  of  the  United  States,  when 
the  same  is  not  actually  so  used,  every  person  so 
offending  or  willfully  aiding  or  abetting  therein, 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction,  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less 
than  $100  nor  more  than  $500  for  every  such  of- 
fense; one  half  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  person  inform- 
ing and  prosecuting  for  the  same. 

The  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
reported  the  bill  with  amendments,  the  first  of 
which  was  in  section  three,  line  five,  after  the 
word  "  isthmus"  to  strike  out  the  word  "  of"  and 
to  insert  "  of  Panama  or, "and  in  line  six  to  strike 
out  the  letter  "s"  in  the  word  "  routes"  and  to 
insert  "  or  either  of  them;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

That  the  Postmnstcr  General  be,  anil  is  hereby,  aulhor- 
ized  to  make  contracts,  to  continue  not  exceeding  lour 
years,  for  tlie  traiLsportatiou  of  all  mailable  matter  otlicr 
than  letters,  and  of  such  letters  as  may  be  so  directed,  by 
the  isthmus  of  Panama  or  the  Nicaragua  route,  or  either  of 
them. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  four,  line  six,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  ex- 
clude" and  to  insert  "extend  to,"  and  in  line 
nine,  after  the  word  "  stibscriber,"  to  insert  "  nor 
■to  franked  matter;"  so  that  the  proviso  will  read: 

That  this  section  shall  not  be  held  to  extend  to  the  trans- 
mission by  mail  of  newspapers  from  a  known  office  of  pub- 
lication to  bona  fide  suljseribers,  not  exceeding  one  copy 
to  each  subscriber,  nor  to  franked  matter,  to  and  from  the 
intermediate  points,  &.c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  to 
add  the  following  additional  proviso  to  the  fourth 
section: 

Provitlcd  furllicr,  That  such  franked  matter  shall  he  sub- 
ject to^such  regulations  as  to  its  transmission  and  delivery 
an  the  PoHinuistcr  General  shall  prescribe. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  to 
add  the  following  as  an  additional  section: 

Sec.  7.  tSnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  of  lUst  of  August,  1852,  as  author- 
izes the  conveyance  of  letters  oiherwiie  than  in  the  mails 
bo,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  except  only  as  to  let- 
ters containinjmoney  or  accompanying  packages. 

IMr.  COLLAMER.  1  wish  to  add  at  the  end  of 
that  section  these  words,  "  and  relating  thereto." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  so  mod- 
ified. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  now  wish  to  have  the  bill 
put  on  its  passage.  I  assure  gentlemen  it  involves 
no  expense  at  all.  Itisonly  regulating  the  mode 
and  manner  of  business  in  the  Department. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  ais  amended, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time.   It  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  was  subsequently  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  announcing  its  non-con- 
currence in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Alley  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Mr.  C.  Cole  of  California,  and  Mr.  J. 
V.  L.  Pruyn  of  New  York,  as  conferees  on  the 
disagreeing  votes. 

The  SenatQ  agreed  to  the  conference,  and  ap- 
pointed .Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Conness,  and  Mr. 
BucKALEW  as  its  conferees. 

REPEAL  OP  FUGITIVE  SLAVE  LAW. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  had  proposed  to  ask  the 
Senate  to  proceed  to-day  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  repealof  all  fugitive  slave  acts,  but 
on  conference  with  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Davis,]  I  find  that  he  is  not  disposed  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  remarks  to-day,  though  I  under- 
stand from  him  that  it  will  be  agreeable  to  him  to 
proceed  with  th'em  on  Monday.  I  therefore  ask 
the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  now,  and  make  it 
the  special  order  for  Monday  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  hope  that  bill  will  not  be 
made  the  special  order  for  Monday,  for  on  that 
day  I  expect  to  call  up  the  bill  to  prevent  inter- 
ference with  elections  by  the  military.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan,  not  no  win  his  seat,  [Mr.  How- 
ard,] desires  on  that  day  to  address  the  Senate  on 
that  bill,  and  I  wish  to  have  it  continued  until  it 
is  disposed  of.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  fix  some 
other  day  for  his  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  will  pardon  me; 
I  have  given  way,  as  the  Senator  will  remember, 
day  after  day  on  this  subject.  This  bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  act  was  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  two  or  three  times;  but  other  mat- 
ters have  pushed  it  aside.  I  think  we  can  take  it 
up  on  Monday  and  dispose  of  it,  and  then  the 
next  day  we  can  take  up  the  Senator's  proposi- 
tion . 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  can  inform  the  Senator  that 
that  bill  will  not  be  disposed  of  in  one  day  or  two 
days  or  three  days  or  four  days. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well,  we  can  begin.  We 
can  see  on  Monday  what  the  argument  against  the 
proposition  is. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  desire  to  call  up  the  bill  on 
Monday  to  which  I  have  referred.  I  should  have 
done  it  before  but  that  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan was  not  prepared  to  go  on  with  his  speech, 
and  I  did  not  wish  to  call  it  up  until  he  was  ready. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  (to  Mr.  Sumner.)  Fix  Tues- 
day. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  from  Maryland 
says,"  Fix  Tuesday."  I  will  change  my  motion 
at  his  suggestion,  and  make  it  Tuesday. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  first  question 
is  on  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  -It  is  now  moved 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
till  Tuesday  next  at  one  o'clock,  and  make  it  the 
special  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  There  is  a  special  order  for 
Wednesday,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  joint  res- 
olution of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Trum- 
bull,] in  which  is  embodied  the  proposition  to 
change  the  Constitution  so  as  to  abolish  slavery 
throughout  the  United  Slates.  If  this  is  taken  up 
on  Tuesday  it  will  probably  crowd  outthntprop- 
osition,  if  it  is  going  to  be  discussed  by  both  of 
the  Senators  from  Kentucky- 
Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  no  desire  to  discuss 
it,  and  1  doubt  whether  the  discussion  will  oc- 


cupy much  time.     It  certainly  will  not  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  so  far  as  I  ann  informed. 

Mr.  CLARK.  1  desire  to  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  whether  he  had  not  bet- 
ter let  this  lie  until  that  is  taken  up  amending  the 
Constitution,  and  let  us  pass  that  first. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  But  the  Senator  will  remem- 
ber the  other  bill  has  had  priority,  and  has  been 
several  times  made  a  special  order,  and  it  seems 
to  me  I  ought  not  to  allow  it  to  be  crowded  out. 
I  think  that  if  we  take  it  up  one  day  we  can  see 
very  easily  whether  it  is  going  to  cause  a  pro- 
tracted debate. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  desired  simply  to  make  the 
suggestion  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
that  he  had  better  come  to  the  fundamental  meas- 
ure of  altering  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  But  all  the  measures  are  funda- 
mental. 

Mr.  CLARK.    Not  in  that  sense. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Let  us  go  on  with  it  on  Tues- 
day, and  make  as  much  progress  as  we  can.  If 
we  cannot  finish  it,  then  we  may  proceed  with 
what  remains  another  day. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  would  suggest  that  we  only 
embarrass  ourselves  by  fixing  a  particular  bill  as 
a  special  order  for  a  given  day.  We  are  getting 
to  that  stage  of  the  session  when  business  is  crowd- 
ing. Sometimes  business  occupies  longer  than  we 
expect,  and  runs  over  from  day  to  day,  and  we 
find  ourselves  involved  in  a  vast  deal  of  trouble 
by  having  special  orders  conflicting  with  each 
other.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  better  to  go  on 
with  our  legislation  as  rapidly  and  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, taking  that  which  seems  to  bemostimport- 
ant  first  and  disposing  of  it,  and  not  assigning 
special  orders  any  more  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary; and  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  necessary 
in  this  case. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  only  following  the  habit 
of  business  in  the  Senate.  The  Senator  from 
Connecticut  knows  very  well  that  it  is  the  habit 
to  make  special  orders. 

Mr.  FOSTER.     It  is  a  bad  habit. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  may  be  u  bad  one,  but  I  am 
not  disposed  to  see  it  corrected  now  for  the  first 
time  on  this  bill.  If  there  are  special  orders,  as 
the  Senator  says,  that  may  come  in  conflict  with 
this,  why  not  set  aside  those.'  I  do  not  think 
there  can  be  many  measures  before  the  Senate  of 
equal  practical  importance  to  this. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
postponing  the  bill  until  Tuesday  next,  and  mak- 
ing it  the  special  orderfor  that  day  atone  o'clock. 

Mr.  Conness  and  Mr.  Sumner  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  will  merely  remark  that  I  re- 
gard my  word  as  somewhat  pledged  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts.  I  will  vote  "  yea;" 
though  if  I  had  not  given  that  pledge  I  should 
vote  "  nay." 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  will  say  on  behalf  of  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Hale]  that  he  has  been  called  home 
by  a  death  in  his  family. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  will  simply  say  that  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Wright]  is  detained  at  his  house 
by  sickness. 

The  result  was  announced — yeas  19,  nays  20; 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Conness, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Foot,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  Lancof  Kan- 
sas, Morgan,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Wade, 
Wilkinson,- and  Wilson — li). 

NAYS — Messrs.  i3uckalevv,  Carlisle,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harding,  Harris,  Hendricks, 
Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Morrill,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Rid- 
dle, Saulshury,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  and  Willey — 20. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  now  deem  it  my  duty  to 
give  notice  that  1  shall  take  every  proper  occasion 
to  call  the  bill  up  and  press  its  consideration  upon 
the  Senate.  Senators  around  me  suggest  that  1 
shall  move  to  proceed  with  it  now;  but  Senators 
forget  that  I  have  already  come  into  an  arrange- 
ment or  understanding  with  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  not  to  proceed  with  it  now.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collamer]  suggests  that 
wu  make  it  a  special  order  for  next  Thursday. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  said  my  own  imi)rcs- 
sion  was  that,  as  the  special  order  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Trumbull]  was  for  Wednes- 
day, I  preferred  to  have  that  acted  on  first;  and 
that  consideration  governed  my  vote,  and  I  think 
the  vote  of  u  good  many  others. 


1176 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  18, 


Mr.  SUMNER.  I  was  merely  giving  notice 
that  1  should  deem  it  my  duty  to  press  the  con- 
sideration of  this  measure  at  the  earliest  day. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to 
sqy  that  the  consideration  on  wiiich  1  gave  my 
vote  was  a  dc'sire  that  the  matter  in  charge  of  the 
Senator  from  Illiiiois  should  come  up  first  1  have 
not  the  least  objection  to  this  bill  being  proceeded 
with  now  or  at  any  time  when  the  Senate  is  dis- 
engage-l  and  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
chooses;  to  call  it  up.  I  do  not  desire  to  embar- 
rass him,  but  I  do  desire  that  the  joint  resolution 
reported  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  should  come 
up  first,  and  that  this  should  not  be  made  a  spe- 
cial order  immediately  before  that,  so  as  to  em- 
barrass us. 

Mr.  HOWARD.     I  beg:  leave  to  present 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  bill  is  now 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  merely  wish  to  make  a 
motion  for  printing  a  document  which  may  be 
necessary  in  regartl  to  a  bill  with  relation  to  the 
arsennl  on  Rork  island. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  the  postponement  of 
this  bill  until  Thursday  of  next  week. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  a  special  order  al- 
ready, I  think,  for  Thursday. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Well,  I  move  to  postpone  it 
until  to-morrow,  and  that  will  leave  it  subject  to 
be  called  up  at  any  time. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 
PRINTING  OF  A  DOCCMENT. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  move  for  the  printing  of  the 
document  to  which  I  have  referred.  It  is  a  com- 
munication from  the  Solicitor  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  the  head  of  that  Department  relating  to 
the  title  to  the  land  upon  Rock  island,  upon  which, 
according  to  an  act  of  1862,  the  United  States  are 
to  establish  an  arsenal;  and  this  communication 
is  very  necessary  in  consideration  of  a  bill  which 
is  now  pending  before  the  Senate.  It  is  a  docu- 
ment of  only  sixteen  pages. 

The  VICJE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Michigan  moves  to  print  the  document  to  which 
he  has  alluded.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the  order 
to  print  will  be  made.  The  Chair  hears  no  ob- 
jection.    The  order  will  be  made. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPhersont,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  had  passed  the  bill  of  the  Senate  (No. 
GO)  amendatory  of  the  homestead  law,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  message  furlherannounced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  a  bill(No.l4|)  to 
enable  the  )ieople  of  Nebraska  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  Slate  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States;  in  which  it  re- 
ijuestetl  liie  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

EXTENSION  OF  CAPITOL  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resotveil,  That  the  Comiiiittcfl  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds  be  iiistnietcd  to  inquire  and  report  what,  it"  any, 
legislation  is  iiuccssary  for  tlie  extension  and  improvement 
of  tlie  Capitol  grounds,  anil  whellier  it  is  e,\pedieiu  now  to 
t'Xtend  and  improve  the  s.inic. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  it  was 
Ordereii,  'i'liat  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to  day,  it  be 
to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

NOMINATIONS  IN  OPEN  SENATE. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Th.e  following  res- 
olution offered  yesterday  by  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  [Mr.  Grimes]  in  in  order: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  rules  of  the 
Senate : 

All  executive  nominations  shall  bo  submitted  to  and 
considered  and  decided  by  the  Senate  In  open  session. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Has  that  been  referred  to 
any  committee  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     It  has  not. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  iaa  very  important  prop- 
osition, and  I  think  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  1  make  that  mo- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
I  KRUOItS  OK  ENGROSSMENT. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  informed  by  one  of  the 
engrossing  clerks  that  the  bill  (S.  No.  151)  relat- 


ing to  enlistments  and  for  other  purposes  has  not 
been  properly  engrossed;  that  one  section  that 
was  stricken  out  in  the  Senate  has  been  engrossed 
in  the  bill,  and  the  bill  so  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives.  I  therefore  offer  the  following 
order:  * 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  request  the 
House  of  ilepresentatives  to  return  to  the  Senate  the  bill 
(S.  No.  151)  "relating  to  enlistments  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," for  the  purpose  of  correcting  an  error  in  the  en- 
grossment of  the  bill. 

The  order  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  was  subsequently  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  returning,  agreeably  to 
the  request  of  the  Senate,  the  bill  (S.  No.  151) 
relating  to  enlistments  and  for  other  purposes; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  cause  the  error  in  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill  to  be  corrected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  request  the 
House  ofRpprosenlatives  to  return  to  the  Senate  the  bill  of 
the  House  (No-.'JOajtoamendsectioii  nine  of  the  actapproved 
July  17,  1862,  entitled  "  An  act  to  define  the  pay  and  emol 
uments  of  certain  officers  of  the  Army,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," for  the  purpose  of  correcting  an  error  in  the  engross- 
iiKMit  of  the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

HOUSE  BILL  REFERRED. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
(No.  145)  to  enable  the  people  of  Nebraska  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and  for 
the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories. 

ENLISTMENTS  IN  THE  ARMY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  (S.  No.  41)  to  promote  enlistments 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales,  and  for  other 
purposes;  the  pending  question  being  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Brown  to  strike  out  the  third 
section  of  the  bill,  and  in  lieu  of  it  to  insert: 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  proclamation 
of  ihe  President  of  January  1,  1863,  declaring  all  persons 
held  as  slaves  within  certain  designated  States  and  parts  of 
States  then  in  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  be  thereafter  free,  he  and  the  same  is  hereby 
confirmed  and  made  of  full  effect  as  law,  and  all  courts  of 
justice  arc  required  to  recognize  the  same ;  and  all  persons 
declared  10  be  free  by  the  said  proclamation,  or  by  this  act 
or  any  subsequent  act  of  Congress,  shall  be  entitled  to  sue 
and  be  sued  and  give  evidence  in  all  courts  of  justice  as 
other  cilizens. 

Sec.  — .  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after 
tlie  passage  of  this  act  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  noriii- 
voluntary  servitude  in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories  of 
the  United  States  otherwise  than  in  punishment  for  crime, 
whereof  tlie  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  any  law, 
usage,  custom,  or  claim  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding; 
butall  persons  shall  be  held  to  he  born  free. 

Mr.  .TOHNSON.    Is  that  bill  upon  its  passage.' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  now  before 
the  ScMiate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the 
question  is  on  the  amendment  which  has  just  been 
read. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  had  hoped  that  that  amend- 
ment would  be  withdrawn,  at  any  rate  for  the 
present;  and  I  appeal  to  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri who  presented  it  to  oblige  mc  by  withdraw- 
ing it,  and  let  me  amend  the  bill  as  I  desire  to 
have  it  stand,  and  then  if  he  wishes  to  offer  the 
amendment  he  can  do  so. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Very  well.  I  withdraw  the 
amendment  for  the  moment,  to  be  renewed  here- 
after. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  being  withdrawn, 
the  bill  is  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  now  to  strike  out  the 
entire  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  in- 
sert the  amendment  which  I  send  to  the  Chair. 

The  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  were  read, 
as  follows: 

That  wh(;n  any  person  of  African  descent,  whose  service 
or  labor  is  claimed  in  any  State  under  the  laws  thereof, 
shall  be  mustered  Into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  his  wife  and  cliildren,  if  any  he  have,  shall 
forever  thereafter  be  free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  what- 
soever to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

.Skc.  5.  Jind  he  it  furtlier  enacted.  That  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  commission  appointed  in  each  of  the  slave  States 
represented  in  Congress  under  the  provisions  ofthe  twenty- 
fourth  seel  ion  ofthe  "Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
for  enrolling  and  calling  out  Ihc^  national  forces, and  for  other 
purposes, '.ipproved  iMareh  3,  1863," approved  February  24, 
JHil,  10  awniil  to  e.ieh  loyal  person,  to  whom  the  wife  and 
children  afore.-aid  may  owe  service,  ajustcom|iensHtion,lo 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  which  may  be  appropriated  by 
Congress  for  that  purpose. 


Mr.  WILSON.  1  propose  to  strike  out  the 
entire  bill  and  insert  the  amerulment  which  has 
just  been  read.  Several  sections  of  the  original 
bill  have  already  been  incorporated  into  another 
bill  that  has  passed  the  Senale  and  is  now  pend- 
ing in  the  other  Hoilse.  In  fact,  the  only  section 
of  the  bill  left  is  the  one  that  provides  for  making 
free  the  mother,  the  wife,  and  the  children  of  the 
enlisted  soldier  of  African  descent.  By  the  law 
of  1862  it  is  provided  that  the  soldier,  his  mother, 
his  wife,  and  his  children  shall  be  free,  if  the 
mother,  wife,  and  children  belong  to  rebel  mas- 
ters. I  propose  in  this  amendmeijt  to  make  the 
soldier's  wife  and  children  free,  no  matter  to 
whom  they  may  belong.  We  have  provided  in 
the  enrollment  act  that  a  slave  enlisted  into  the 
military  service  ofthe  United  States  is  free  when 
he  is  mustered  into  the  service.  We  have  exer- 
cised that  great  power  to  strengthen  the  Govern- 
ment in  putting  down  the  rebellion.  We  have 
enlisted  about  eighty  thousand  colored  men,  and 
we  are  continuing  to  enlist  colored  men  in  all  parta 
of  the  country. 

But,  sir,  the  enlistment  of  colored  men  causes 
a  vast  deal  of  suffering,  for  a  great  wrong  is  done 
to  their  families,  and  especially  is  that  so  in  the 
State  of  Missouri.  I  have  several  letters  from 
officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates  who 
are  recruiting  in  that  State,  detailing  the  suffer- 
ings ofthe  wives  and  children  of  soldiers  enlisted 
into  the  service.  From  the  letter  of  a  provost 
marshal  of  one  of  the  districts  in  that  State,  dated 
February  8, 1  learn  that  we  have  raised  in  the  State 
of  Missouri  forly-five  hundred  colored  troops,  and 
he  adds: 

"  Complaints  are  coming  from  all  parts  ofthe  State  that 
negroes  will  not  enlist  unless  they  know  what  is  to  become 
of  their  families.  By  Order  135,  the  slave  enlisting  is  free, 
hut  not  the  families;  and  among  tile  disloyal  class  if  a  slave 
leaves  them  they  immediately  sell  their  families.  Cannot 
something  be  done.'  If  so  it  should  be  done  at  once.  As 
far  as  I  know  all  in  this  office  are  disposed  to  aid  the  ne- 
groes to  tlie  full  extent,  but  our  hands  are  tied,  we'can  do 
nothing.  I  take  a  great  interest  in  the  families  of  those 
who  are  left  heliind.  Cannot  an  act  be  passed  for  im- 
mediate emancipation  1  But  in  the  mean  time  what  are 
we  to  do  with  those  being  sold  again  to  slavery?  Jf  noth- 
ing else,  cannot  you  have  the  Secretary  of  War  order  tliat 
no  passes  be  given  to  persons  to  take  slaves  out  from  this 
State.'  You  would  be  astonished  to  know  what  a  trade  is 
carried  on  between  this  State  and  Kentucky." 

Lieutenant  May  ball,  a  recruiting  officer,  writing 
at  Louisiana,  in  Missouri,  to  General  Pile  on  the 
4th  of  February,  says: 

"  Lewis  Emerson  and  Anthony  Fleener,  discharged  for 
disability,  have  returned  to  their  place,  and  their  masters 
claim  them  as  their  property.  They  have  claimed  protec- 
tion of  ine,and  as  it  is  something  new  to  me  I  wisli  you  to 
inform  me  whether  they  are  to  receive  protection,  and 
whether  any  one  has  a  right  to  demand  their  papers. 

"I  also  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
soldiers'  (colored)  wives  and  families  are  being  awfully 
abused,  particularly  those  belonging  to  rehels.  Some  twen- 
ty-five or  more  ofthe  wives  of  men  who  have  enlisted  liora 
came  into  Louisiana  and  called  upon  me  to  protect  them, 
and  I  assure  you  I  was  doing  all  1  could  for  the  poor  un- 
fortunates, but  on  Thursday  evening  I  received  an  order 
from  the  provost  marshal  general  to  drive  all  the  women 
and  children  out  of  thequarters  and  to  notify  their  masters 
to  come  and  get  them.  But  before  I  received  the  order  some 
of  the  copperheads  of  this  vicinity  had  posted  the  rebels, 
and  when  they  came  In  after  them,  yon,  I  am  confident, 
never  saw  such  a  scene  in  your  life.  1  hope  I  may  never 
witness  Ihe  like  .again.  General,  for  the  sake  of  down- 
trodden huinauity,  use  your  influence  to  have  Ihe  negro  ro- 
crniting  slopped,  or  rise  protect  the  families  of  the  poor 
soldiers  who  arc  enlisting  to  defend  the  Government.  If 
the  Government  calls  on  the  negro  to  fight  her  battles.  In 
God's  name  protect  their  wives  and  children  while  they  are 
in  the  Army.  I  will  be  down  in  a  short  time  and  will  tell 
you  the  sights  I  have  seen  sino<;  f  have  been  hi^re.  The 
order  I  have  has  completely  put  a  stopto  the  recruilingbus- 
iness,  and  if  you  can  do  anything  to  have  General  Order 
No.  Win  carried  out  I  can  recruit  tbreeliundred  men  in  this 
couniy  besides  those  I  have  already  sent  down." 

Captain  A.  J.  Hubbard  writes  from  Benton 
Barracks  to  General  Pile,  February  6, 1864,  "  that 
the  wives  of  Simon  Williamson  and  Richard 
Beaslcy,  members  of  his  company,  have  again 
been  unmercifully  whipped  by  their  master,  John 
Crauder  of  St.  Clair,  Franklin  couniy,  Missouri, 
and  that  he  refuses  to  let  them  receive  their  let- 
ters, and  whips  those  who  attempt  to  bring  their 
letters  to  them;"  and  asks  tliat  tliey  be  relieved, 
as  the  men  are  good  soldiers. 

Lieutcnani  Detning  writes  to  General  Pile"  that 
the  wife  of  Martin  Patterson  is  subjected  to  ill- 
treatm(Mit  iiy  her  master,  James  Patterson,  of 
Fayette,  Howard  county,  Missouri;  that  she  is 
compelled  to  do  out-door  work,  chop  wood,  husk 
corn, (fee, and  ihatone  child  was  suffered  tofrteze 
to  death. "  Lieutenant  Deming  further  states  that 
William  Brooks  makes  the  same  complaint,  his 
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wife  being  badly  treated  by  her  master,  Jack  Sut- 
ler, of  Fayette,  Howard  county,  Missouri, and  is 
also  obliged  to  chop  wood,  split  rails,  &c.  Brooks 
and  Patterson  desire  to  move  their  families  to 
Jefferson  City. 

The  wife  of  a  colored  soldier  writes  to  her  hus- 
band from  Mexico,  Missouri,  that  she  has  been 
very  badly  treated  since  he  left;  that  she  was 
beaten  "scandalously;"  that  they  will  not  take 
care  of  lieu  children,  and  do  nothing  but  quarrel 
with  her  all  the  time. 

Another  wife  writing  to  her  husband  from  Paris, 
states  they  are  treating  her  "worse  and  worse" 
every  day;  that  she  and  her  "  little  ones"  are  al- 
most naked.  Tells  her  husband  not  to  send  her 
money  letters  to  "  Hogsett,"  as  he  will  keep  the 
money.  James  A.  Carney,  adds  a  postscript  to 
this  letter,  telling  the  husband  to  direct  his  wife's 
letters  to  him,  (Carney,)  and  that  "  Hogsett"has 
forbidden  her  coming  to  his  house,  and  they  there- 
fore have  to  read  her  letters  to  her  privately. 

Lieutenant  R.  B.  Foster,  first  Missouri  volun- 
teers of  African  descent,  reports  that  private  Mar- 
shall Taylor  of  his  company  says  his  wife  and 
children  were  run  off  to  Kentucky  about  the  10th 
of  December;  and  J.  McFadden,  company  H, 
second  Missouri  volunteers  of  African  descent, 
says  he  heard  Robert  Bledsloe  of  LaFayette  coun- 
ty, Missouri,  sa.y  that  he  took  off  thirty  on  the 
night  mentioned,  and  Taylor's  wife  and  children 
are  supposed  to  be  in  that  lot.  They  are  the  slaves 
of  James  M.  Taylor,  of  La  Fayette  county,  who 
is  a  strong  secessionist  and  has  been  in  the  rebel 
army. 

General  Pile  to  General  Rosecrans  states  that' 
Ihe  wife  and  children  of  Richard  Glover,  acolored 
noldier,  are  now  held  by  him,  their  master, George 
W.  Cardweir,  a  notorious  rebel,  having  endeav- 
ored to  take  them  into  Kentucky;  that  William 
Smithey,  a  man  who  attends  to  Cardwell's  mat- 
ters during  his  absence,  whipped  Glover's  wife 
most  cruelly  on  Monday,  December  28,  1863, 
with  a  strap  taken  from  a  harness,  and  this  when 
she  was  pr£gnant  and  near  her  confinement. 

General  Pile  in  aletter  of  February  9  to  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body  says: 

"I  lieri;with  inclose  you  copies  of  several  communica- 
tions setting  fortli  tlie  treatment  that  the. wives  and  chil- 
dren ol' colored  soldiers  enlisted  in  this  Stale  are  receiving 
from  their  rebel  masters.  I  have  information  from  a  variety 
of  sources  that  this  state  of  things  exists  in  a  large  portion 
of  tiie  State.  I  have  applied  to  department  military  au- 
thorities for  a  remedy  for  these  evils,  hut  I  am  certain  any 
remedy  in  their  power  will  be  inadecjuate,  only  mitigating 
and  not  removing  the  evil.  Nothing  will  reach  the  case 
but  the  iinmediaLe  emancipation  of  these  people.  I  claim 
that  it  is  the  plain  and  imperious  duty  of  the  Government 
to  protect  the  families  of  these  colored  soldiers,  and  every 
humane  consideration  urges  that  this  be  done  immediately. 
I  appeal  to  you  in  behalf  of  these  suffering  patriots,  and 
asit  that  you  use  your  influence  to  secure  an  order  from  tlie 
President,  declaring  tlie  parents,  wife  and  cliildren  of  all 
enlisted  colored  men  forever  free,  and  in  case  this  cannot 
be  done,  that  Congress  take  the  matter  in  hand,  and  pass 
a  law  emancipating  immediately  the  parents,  wife  and  chil- 
dren of  all  colored  soldiers.  In  the  name  of  God  and  hu- 
manity l?t  something  be  done  at  once." 

In  a  letter  of  February  26  to  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Brown,]  General  Pile  says: 

"  The  treatment  which  the  families  of  colored  soldiers 
are  receiving  at  the  hands  of  their  masters  has  almost  sus- 
pended enlistments  under  Order  No.  135.  iVIany  of  these 
families  liave  been  taken  to  Kentucky  clandestinely,  and 
many  more  by  permission  from  Governtnent  officers.  I 
herewith  inclose  you  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Major 
General  Uosecrans  on  this  subject,  containing,  as  a  sample 
of  many  others,  a  statement  of  one  case.  The  general 
promises  to  act  on  the  suggestions  given,  and  to  correct  the 
evils  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power;  but  there  is  no  remedy  but 
emancipation  immediate  and  unconditional.  We  cannot 
wait  for  the  routine  of  '  amendment  to  the  Constitution  ;' 
we  want  an  immediate  remedy.  Can  one  be  provided  at 
Washington.'  Having  been  instrumental  in  causing  the 
enlistment  of  these  men  1  cannot  see  their  families  thus 
treated,  if  there  is  any  possible  remedythatcan  bert^ached." 

This  letter,  written  by  Genera!  Pile,  command- 
ing the  colored  troops  there,  and  the.'se  letters  writ- 
ten by  recruiting  officers  in  various  parts  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  show  that  in  many  cases  the 
wives  and  children  of  colored  soldiers  are  abused 
or  sold  and  sent  out  of  the  State  as  soon  as  the 
husband  and  father  enlists  into  the  military  .ser- 
vice; fhatthi.s  action  discourages  enlistments;  and 
that  in  many  cases  whci-e  their  master's  sympa- 
thies are  with  the  rebels  the  wives  and  children 
are  made  to  suffer  for  the  patriotism  of  the  hus- 
band and  father.  Many  of  these  officers  .say  that 
we  ought  to  stop  the  enlistment  of  these  colored 
men  unless  we  protect  their  families.  Justice, 
humanity,  and  patriotisin  demand  prompt  and 
decisive  uclion. 


Sir,  if  reports  be  true  some  of  the  Government 
officers  are  violating  the  law  of  the  land,  outrag- 
ing humanity,  and  bringing  dishonor  upon  our 
country.  1  quote  from  a  letter  published  a  few 
days  ago  in  the  Missouri  Democrat: 

"  Captain  Reed,  j;>rovost  marshal  of  this  district,  is  now 
engaged  in  the  laudable  enterprise  of  returning  to  slavery, 
and  their  former  owners,  from  five  to  twenty  negroes  daily, 
and  this  against  the  strongest  entreaties  and  protestations 
of  the  poor  creatures.  It  would  make  your  heart  bleed  to 
witness  the  misery  and  distress  of  mind  the  poor  creatures 
are  in  at  the  idea  of  their  return  to  bondage.  I  witnessed 
a  sight  yesterday  that  has  engraved  itself  on  my  hearVs  mem- 
ory so  that  time  could  not  erase  it,  though  I  should  live  a  thou- 
sand years.  I  don't  wonder  atithis  people  being  in  disfavor 
with  Him  who  rules  over  all  nations,  and  who  is  now  mani- 
festing His  just  displeasure  in  so  fearful  a  manner.  Yes- 
terday a  party  of  some  six  or  seven  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren were  taken  to  the  depot  to  take  ear  No.  4,  freight, 
going  south.  The  owjier  of  this  'property' informed  me 
it  was  safer  for  him  to  travel  on  the  freight  than  on  the 
passenger  train.  If  it  were  known  hy  the  men  in  Guitar's 
regiment  they  would  save  the  negroes  from  being  dragged 
back."        ********* 

"  Two  of  the  party  of  negroes  above  named  were  grown 
women,  and  talked  very  sensibly.  They  said  they  would 
as  soon  die  as  go  back ;  and  in  talking  about  it  they  could 
not  help  shedding  tears.  The  men  were  equally  averse  to 
returning,  but  said  the  provost  marshal  threatened  them 
wit!)  imprisonment  if  they  made  any  resistance.  They 
were  disqualified  from  entering  the  United  States  service. 
One  poor  boy,  about  fourteen  years  old,  excited  my  sym- 
pathy most — a  grand-looking  fellow,  black  as  Othello  him- 
self, and  with  native  bearingthat  was  lofty,  but  he  hung  his 
head  and  refused  to  be  comforted.  When  asked  if  he  would 
rather  stay  and  work  for  the  Government  he  quickly  turned 
and  answered,  'Yes;  and  if  I  was  a  little  older  I'd  show 
them  if  they  could  keep  me  a  slave.'  " 

From  a  Missouri  paper  I  quote  the  following 
statement: 

#"  The  provost  marshals  in  this  district  of  north  Missouri 
have  at  times  lent  their  aid  to  rebel  masters  for  returning 
negroes  in  cases  where,  after  being  sworn  in,  they  have, 
upon  subsequent,  medical  examination,  been  rejected,  and 
the  wives  and  families  of  enlisted  colored  soldiers  have 
been  repeatedly  returned  to  rebel  owners  by  the  connivance 
of  these  same  officials." 

Mr.  President,  this  isaproposition  tomake  the 
wife  and  children,  those  who  are  of  the  family 
and  ought  not  to  be  separated  from  the  husband 
and  father,  free,  and  to  protect  them  in  their  free- 
dom while  the  husband  and  father  is  fighting  the 
battles  of  our  country.  It  has  been  deeined  neces- 
sary for  the  interest  of  the  country  to  call  for  two 
hundred  thousand  additional  men.  On  the  17th 
of  October  we  called  for  three  hundred  thousand; 
then  in  January  for  two  hundred  thousand;  and 
now  there  i.s  a  call  for  two  hundred  thousand  more. 
In  the  brief  space  of  five  months,  seven  hundred 
thousand  men  are  called  for  to  defend  and  protect 
the  country.  We  want  soldiers,  and  we  must 
have  soldiers.  Why,  sir,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore 
a  bounty  of  ;|500  is  paid  to  colored  soldiers,  the 
State  paying  $300  and  the  city  $200;  attd  every 
effort  is  made  to  enlist  these  men  to  fill  up  the 
quota  of  that  State. 

We  passed  a  resolution  two  years  ago  to  en- 
courage emancipation  in  the  border  States.  1 
voted  for  it  most  cheerfully,  for  I  have  always 
been  ready  to  do  whatever  I  could  and  to  take 
whatever  burdens  might  come  upon  the  country 
or  be  imposed  upon  me  or  upon  my  State,  to  aid 
the  cause  of  emancipation;  because  I  believe  the 
cause  of  emancipation  to  be  identified  with  the 
unity  of  the  country,  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  the  developnient  of  our  institutions.  We 
gave  such  a  vote — made  such  a  pledge.     We  have 

Provided  that  colored  men  who  are  slaves  may 
e  enlisted  and  drafted  into  the  military  service. 
If  they  are  di-afted  they  are  made  free;  if  they  are 
enlisted  they  are  made  free;  but  their  wives  and 
their  children  are  not  free.  Those  wives  and  chil- 
dren are  left  behind,  may  be  sold,  may  be  abused; 
and  how  can  a  soldier  fight  the  battles  of  our 
country  when  he  receives  the  intelligence  that  the 
wife  he  had  left  at  horne  and  the  little  ones  lie  left 
around  his  hearth  were  sold  into  perpetual  sla- 
very; sold  where  he  would  never  see  them  more.' 
Sir,  if  there  be  a  crime  on  earth  that  should  be 
promptly  punished  it  is  the  crime  of  selling  into 
slavery  in  a  distant  section  of  the  country  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  soldiers  who  are  fighting 
the  battles  of  our  bleeding  country. 

We  provide  in  the  first  section  of  this  amend- 
ment for  the  emancipation  of  the  wives  and  chil- 
dren of  these  men  who  will  enlist  in  our  service. 
That  will  encourage  enlistments.  It  will  give  as- 
surance to  tens  of  thousands  of  colored  men  that 
if  they  enlist  into  the  military  service  of  the  coun- 
try, they  are  not  only  to  fight  for  their  own  lib- 
erties, but  to  fight  for  the  liberties  of  their  wives 


and  their  children — those  near  and  dear  to  them. 
Sir,  when  we  are  calling  for  the  blood  of  this 
country,  when  we  are  casting  a  drag-net  over  this 
land  and  gathering  up  every  man  fit  for  military 
service,  we  ought  to  encourage  the  enlistment  of 
these  men;  and  to  do  that  we  ought  to  make  their 
wives  and  children  free,  and  we  ought  to  protect 
them  againstabuse.  Now  wife  and  children  plead 
to  the  husband  and  father  not  to  enlist,  to  remain 
at  home  forJ;heir  protection.  Pass  this  bill,  and 
the  wife  and  cliildren  will  beseech  that  husband 
and  father  to  fight  for  the. country,  for  his  liberty, 
and  for  their  freedom. 

The  second  sectionof  the  amendment  provides 
that  the  same  commission  that  is  to  be  appointed 
to  assess  the,  value  of  the  slave  who  shall  enlist 
into  the  service  of  the  country,  shall  examine  the 
cases  O^f  the  wives  and  children  of  slaves  who  en- 
list, and  shall  report  a  just  compensation,  for  the 
payment  of  which  Congress  is  to  provide. 

1  think  this  proposition  will  encourage  eman- 
cipation in  the  loyal  border  States;  thatit  will  en- 
courage enlistments;  that  it  will  save  the  blood  of 
our  people;  that  it  will  strengthen  the  cause  of  our 
country;  that  for  reasons  of  economy,  as  well  as 
of  justice,  it  will  be  good  policy  to  pass  it.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  will  adopt  the 
amendment,  and  that  we  shall  make  the  wives  and 
children  of  the  slaves  who  enlist  into  the  military 
service  free,  as  well  as  themselves.  There  cannot 
be  any  doubt  of  the  effect  of  its  passage.  The 
permanent  and  enduring  interests  of  the  country, 
justice  to  these  colored  men  who  have  enlisted, 
and  are  fighting  our  battles,  and  humanity  to  their 
families  require  it.  It  can  certainly  do  no  wrong 
to  their  masters,  because  everybody  knows  that 
slavery  can  linger  but  a  very  few  months  longer 
in  these  borderS'tates.  It  must  pass  away,  in  some 
form  or  other;  and  I  therefore  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  receive  the  support  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  if  it  is  his  purpose 
.to  pay  the  estimated  value  of  the  wife  and  chil- 
dren of  every  slave  that  is  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  service  to  their  masters.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  States  repre- 
sented in  Congress.  This  commission  is  to  make 
an  estimate  of  what  they  regard  as  a  fair  and  just 
compensation,  to  be  reported  to  Congress. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  suppose  the  honorable 
chairman  has  made  an  estimate  of  the  expense; 
how  much  these  soldiers  would  cost  per  head? 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  cannot  tell  exactly;  but  I 
think  very  much  less  than  the  bounties  we  are 
now  paying  to  soldiers. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  will  inquire  of  the  Chair 
if  the  amendment  is  subject  to  amendment.' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     It  is. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Then  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  second  section. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  is  in 
order. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  should  like  to  have  that 
section  amended  before  a  motion  is  made  to  strike 
it  out.  Perhaps  the  objection  of  the  Senator  to 
the  section  will  be  removed  by  my  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  motion  to  amend 
it  will  take  precedence  of  a  motion  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  will  hear  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  will  state  the  amendment 
for  the  information  of  the  Senator.  I  should  like 
to  have  that  section  amended  in  the  eighth  line  by  . 
striking  out  the  words  "to  award  to  each  loyal 
person  to  whom  the  wife  and  children  aforesaid 
may  owe  service  a  just  compensation,"  and  in- 
serting: 

To  settle  the  account  between  each  such  person  made 
free  and  his  or  her  owner,  and  award  to  each  party  such 
just  compensation  as  may  be  found  due. 

I  think  before  we  undertake  to  say  there  is  noth- 
ing due  to  either  party,  as  the  bill  alludes  to  a 
commission  already  appointed,  that  the  business 
of  that  commission  should  be  to  ascertain  and  set- 
tle the  account  between  the  two  parties.  I  moved 
-this  amendmentonce  before.  When  the  question 
of  compensation  to  pay  for  slaves  tobeinade  free 
in  the  District  of  Cokiinbia  was  under  considera- 
tion,! insisted  upon  it  that  that  commission  who 
were  to  be  appointed  to  compensate  loyal  owners 
by  the  payment  of  $300,  should  take  into  consid- 
eration the  condition  of  the  persons  to  be  made 
free,  and  settle  and  adjust  the  account  as  between 
them  and  their  maaters.     If  they  had  rendered 
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unpaid  service  all  their  lives,  some  compensation 
might  be  clue  the  slaves.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
they  had  been  a  bill  of  expense  to  the  master,  if 
he  had  been  educating  and  supporting  them  and 
they  had  not  been  able  to  render  service  sufficient 
to  defray  the  expense  they  had  been  to  him,  then 
he  should  be  paid. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     By  whom.' 

Mr.  POMEROY.  By  the  Government.  By 
making  one  sweeiiing  clause  to  pay  §300,  or  what- 
ever they  might  be  adjudged  to  be  worth,  there 
was  a  manifest  injustice  done.  I  insist  that  be- 
fore loyal  owners  shall  be  paid,  the  question  shall 
be  fairly  ascertained  whether,  and  how  much,  if 
anything,  is  due  them.  I  am  for  rendering  a 
"just  compensation,"  as  this  bill  says;  but  it 
may  be  made  very  unjust  by  a  general  law  indis- 
criminately paying  all  alike.  There  may  be  those 
who  have  rendered  such  valuable  and  important 
service  that  they  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 1  want  this  commission,  before  they  un- 
dertake to  pay  indiscriminately,  to  investigate  that 
question.  1  believe  my  amendment  will  secure 
that  object,  and  I  desire  to  have  that  amendment 
made  to  this  section  of  the  bill.  At  any  rate,  I 
desire  to  have  a  vote  upon  it  before  any  motion 
is  made  to  strike  out  the  section. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Will  the  Senator  state  his 
amendment  again? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  will  send  it  to  the  Chair. 
It  is,  in  llie  eighth  line  of  the  second  section,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  to  award  to  each  loyal  per- 
son to  whom  the  wife  and  children  aforesaid  may 
owe  service  a  just  compensation,"  and  to  insert: 

To  settle  the  account  between  each  such  person  made 
free  and  liis  or  her  owner,  and  award  to  each  party  sucli 
just  compensation  as  may  be  lound  due. 

It  is  too  late  for  us  to  undertake  to  say  that  there 
may  be  nothing  due  to  a  slave.  I  notice  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  AlTcurs, 
[Mr.  DooLiTTLE,]  every  now  and  then  states  to 
the  Senate  that  a  tribe  of  Indians  are  going  to 
commence  life  anew,  that  is,  they  are  going  to  be 
made  citizens,  they  are  going  to  sustain  a  new' 
and  important  relation  to  the  Government;  and 
that  they  may  commence  their  new  life  under  fa- 
vorable circumstances,  he  brings  in  a  bill  to  ap- 
propriate so  much  money  to  set  them  up.  Now, 
iiere  is  a  class  of  persons  whom  we  propose  to 
make  free,  who  have  rendered  unpaid  services  for 
a  life-long.  I  submit  whether  there  are  not  the 
same  reasons  why,  commencing  life  under  new 
and  as  1  hope  under  more  favorablecircumstances, 
they  should  be  set  up.  If  there  is  anything  due, 
instead  of  paying  it  over  to  the  masterin  all  cases 
as  this  bill  provides,  let  this  commission  discrim- 
inate, and  in  some  cases  pay  it  over  to  those  slaves 
to  whom  the  compensation  may  be  fairly  and 
justly  due. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  As  this  bill  provided  for  an 
appropriation  of  a  very  large  sum — not  less  than 
six  million  dollars  according  to  my  calculation, 
but  the  amount  is  very  uncertain,  it  is  from  six 
to  one  hundred  millions — I  move  to  postpone  it 
until  Thursday  next,  with  a  view  that  we  may 
act  upon  the  main  pro|iosition,  the  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  United 
Slates,  and  I  hope  that  will  be  disposed  of  before 
this  bill  is  passed.     I  submit  that  motion. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  desire  to  make  one  remark  to 
the  Senate.  The  Senator  speaks  about  acting  on 
"  the  main  proposition."  The  main  proposition, 
sir,  js  to  strike  slavery  wherever  you  can  hit  it, 
and  I  tell  the  Senator  that  he  will  not  accomplish 
Ills  purpose  if  he  contcfnts  himself  merely  wilh  a 
constitutional  amendment.  I  am  for  a  constitu- 
tional amendment;  I  have  made  the  proposition 
on  this  floor  in  several  dilTerent  forms;  but  how 
long  will  it  lake  to  carry  that  proposition  through 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  then  to  carry  it  to  its 
final  consuirimation  by  the  votes  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  country?  Are  we  to  postpone  ac- 
tion on  all  these  questions  until  that  possibly  dis- 
tant day?  No,  sir.  Let  us  act  in  the  present, 
meet  each  question  as  it  comes,  and  not  under- 
take to  postpone  it;  certainly  not  undertake  to 
po.stpone  it  uiuhn-  the  illusion  that  we  settle  this 
<pinf;tion  by  an  attempt,  for  it  will  be  an  attempt 
only,  at  n  constitutional  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  the  bill  will  not  be 
postponed.  Senators  speak  of  the  great  expense 
tlint  is  to  lie  incurreil  unthn-  its  provisions,  'i'here 
is  not  a  member  of  the  Senate  who  believes  that 
it  will  be  so  ex))eniiivc  aa  the  bounties  the  coun- 


try is  paying  for  soldiers.  I  have  not  the  slight- 
est idea  that  we  shall  pay  so  much  for  colored 
men  as  the  country  is  paying  to  raise  soldiers  to 
put  into  the  Army.  We  want  soldiers  at  this 
time.  Soldiers  put  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  to-day  are  costing  the  country  eight  hun- 
dred or  a  thousand  dollars  in  som'^  form  or  other, 
and  we  want  all  the  soldiers  we  can  get.  We 
want  to  crush' this  rebellion  during  the  present 
year. 

Here  is  an  opportunity  to  encourage  enlistments 
into  the  service  by  saying  to  every  slave  in  the 
loyal  States  that  if  he  will  enlist  not  only  he  shall 
be  free,  but  the  wife  of  his  bosom  and  the  children 
of  his  love.  I  think  it  is  a  measure  to  fill  up  our 
armies,  and  ilought  not  to  be  postponed  an  hour. 
Then  as  a  matter  of  justice,  how  can  you  go  to  a 
man  and  ask  him  to  enlist  to  fight  the  battles  of 
his  country  when  he  knows  that  the  moment  his 
back  is  turned  his  wife  and  his  children  will  be 
sold  to  strangers  ?  I  know  nothing  more  inhu- 
man than  the  intelligence  we  have  from  portions 
of  the  country  that  the  masters,  exasperated  by 
the  fact  that  their  slaves  enlist  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  sell  their  wives  and  children, 
in  revenge,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  correct  it. 
As  to  the  few  dollars  it  will  cost,  it  will  be  very 
slightindeed.  The  matteris  in  ourhands.  Every- 
body knows  that  the  slaves  in  most  of  these  States 
are  worth  very  little;  1  have  not  an  idea  tliat  the 
average  of  the  families  of  these  slaves  will  cost 

poo. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  say  one  word  here? 

Mr.  WILSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts whether  they  will  not  be  worth  less  in 
a  little  while,  in  his  opinion? 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  think  so. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Then  is  it  not  wise  to  delay 
their  purchase?  I  am  opposed  to  this  bill  upon 
that  principle.  It  is  bad  economy.  The  idea  of 
the  Government  rushing  into  the  market  to  buy 
slaves  while  the  price  is  high,  when  it  is  notori- 
ous that  they  arc  getting  wortli  less  and  less  every 
day  is  very  bad  economy,  in  my  opinion. 

Mr.  WILSON.  While  the  Senator  is  waiting 
for  the  jnice  to  fall,  the  man  whom  we  want  for 
a  soldier  is  waiting  to  have  his  wife  and  children 
protected  before  he  v/ill  fight  the  battles  of  the 
country,  and  the  country  is  going  to  ruin  while 
you  are  higgling  about  a  fall  in  the  price  of  the 
slave. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  If  the  Senator  will. accept 
my  amendment,  it  will  obviate  all  that  difficulty. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  willing  to  take  a  vote 
upon  it.  You  have  a  general  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  a  general  known  intimately  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  who  sends  here  a  dozen 
letters  from  officers  all  over  that  State,  saying  that 
the  cnlistmentsare  falling  off,  because  the  men  en- 
listed find  that  their  wives  and  children  are  sold 
in  revenge  or  are  abused  by  their  masters,  and 
men  will  not  enlist  unless  they  know  that  their 
wives  and  their  children  arc  to  be  taken  care  of. 
Among  these  letters  is  one  from  a  wife  to  lun-  hus- 
band, in  which  she  tells  him  how  she  is  treated, 
that  she  caimot  get  letters  I'rom  him,  that  she 
thinks  he  ought  not  to  have  left  her  and  left  her 
children  to  suffer  in  that  way;  find  then  she  adds: 
"I  cannot  ask  any  of  our  neighbors  to  enlist  and 
have  them  suffer  as  I  am  suffering." 

As  to  tlie  cost  of  this  measure,  I  have  no  idea 
that  it  will  amount  to  as  much  as  the  bounty  we 
are  now  paying.  Besides,  it  obtains  the  soldiers 
now,  and  it  helps  to  break  down  the  slave  sys- 
tem. The  spending  of  a  few  million  dollars  in 
hurrying  to  its  end  the  only  thing  that  continues 
this  war  is  true  economy.  It',  however.  Sena- 
tors do  not  wish  to  vote  for  this  provision,  let  them 
move  to  strike  it  out,  and  let  us  take  the  question 
on  the  simple  proposition  to  emancipate  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  soldiers  who  will  enlist.  I 
have  no  objection.  I  would  rather  have  the  propo- 
sition in  that  simple  form,  if  I  could. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  1  cannot  waive  the  amend- 
ment that  I  offered  for  the  purpose  of  accejHing 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas,  [Mr. 
PoMKiiOY.]  My  reason  is  that  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  viny  profitable  or  .satisfactory  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  send  a  commission 
all  over  this  country  to  ascertain  how  much  every 
negro  lias  earned  from  hia  infancy  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  in  order  to  strike  a  balance  between  tlic 


master  and  the  slave.  I  do  not  think  we  should 
obtain  any  very  satisfactory  results  from  such  a 
proposition.  But  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  the 
proposition  contained  in  the  second  section  of  this 
bill.  I  do  not  want  this  Government  to  become 
the  purchaser  of  slaves.  I  think  we  have  already 
gone  too  far  in  acknowledging  the  right  of  prop- 
erty .in  slaves;  and,  as  I  do  not  believe  there  can 
be  any  such  thing  as  property  in  man,  I  do  not 
like  to  see  the  words  "just  compensation"  in- 
serted in  a  bill  which  provides  for  the  freedom 
of  the  families  of  soldiers;  nor  a  provision  made 
that  "just  compensation"  shall  be  paid  by  the 
United  States  to  any  man  who  claims  property 
in  another  man.  I  am  opposed  to  inserting  here 
the  same  words  which  are  employed  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  in  the  provision  that 
requires  compensation  to  be  made  for  property 
taken  for  public  use.  I  think  ifis  time  that  the 
idea  that  slaves  are  property  like  horses  and  oxen 
should  be  utterly  repudiated  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

Besides,  by  the  provisions  of  a  bill  which  was 
introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
some  time  ago,  we  have  already  agreed  to  pay  to 
loyal  masters  $300  for  every  slave  who  may  en- 
list. The  second  section  of  the  bill  now  before 
the  Senate  proposes  to  pay  a  "just  compensa- 
tion" for  their  families  so  as  not  to  conflict  with 
the  terms  of  the  Constitution,  as  those  who  ad- 
vocate the  doctrine  of  property  in  man  claim. 

Now,  sir,  what  will  these  soldiers  costus  apiece 
under  this  bill  ?  We  have  already  agreed  to  pay 
$300  for  the  soldier  himself,and  we  now  propose 
to  pay  a  "just  compensation"  to  the  loyal  mas- 
ter for  the  Soldier's  wife  and  children.  It  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  for  every  married  slave 
who  is  enlisted  there  will  be  four  persons  to  be 
paid  for  under  this  provision.  "  Just  compensa- 
tion," under  this  bill,  will  be  probably  regarded 
at  from  four  to  five  hundred  dollars  apiece.  Four 
hundred  dollars  each,  I  am  told  by  my  friend  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Davis,]  will  probably  be  the  es- 
timated value  ofeach  member  of  the  families  of  sol- 
diers. That  would  require  you,  for  every  enlisted 
slave  who  has  a  wife  and  three  children,  to  pay 
$1,600.  Then,  adding  the  $300  you  have  already 
agreed  to  pay  for  the  man  himself,  the  amount 
would  be  $1,900  for  every  slave  whom  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Massachusetts  would  enlist  into 
the  Army  of  tlie -United  States  who  belonged  to 
a  loyal  master.  If  we  should  carry  out  this  idea, 
1  think  it  would  draw  heavily  upon  our  Treas-  . 
ury.  I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  policy,  even  if 
it  would  not  cost  us  more  than  $100  each.  I  be- 
lieve lh»se  ]:)ersons  owe  service  to.  the  United 
Stales  Government,  and  when  they  are  called  upon 
by  the  authorities  to  upholc^the  nation,  we  are  un- 
der no  more  obligation  to  pay  for  them  than  we 
are  to  pay  the  fatlier  whose  minor  son  is  placed 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  Do  I  understated  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota  as  being  willing  to  call 
negro  men  into  the  Army  as  fighting  men  against 
the  enemy  without  securing  freedom  to  their  wives 
and  children  in  some  way? 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  If  the  Senator  had  list- 
ened to  my  amendment  he  would  have  seen  that 
I  am  in  favor  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  and 
for  striking  out  the  compensation  clause.  I  am 
for  giving  freedom  totlie  wife  and  the  children  of 
every  man  who  bears  a  musket  in  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  but  I  am  utterly  opposed  to 
sending  out  a  commission  to  ascertain  what  the 
value  of  the  wife  and  those  children  of  the  sol- 
dier is,  and  pnyinga"  just  compensation  "to  their 
pretended  masters.  I  am  for  setting  them  free  at 
once.  They  earn  their  freedom  by  serving  this 
nation.  I  believe  that  the  allegiance  which  they 
owe  to  this  Government  is  jiaramount  to  any  obli- 
gation that  they  arc  under  to  any  human  being 
on  earth,  and  that  this  Gov(!rnment  has  a  right  to 
demand  their  services,  and  in  compensation  there- 
for it  can  declare  that  they  shall  be  free  forever, 
without  paying  anybody  any  money  out  of  the 
Treasury  oi'lhe  Unit(!d  States. 

I  am  not,  however,  very  jiarticular  whether  this 
bill  shall  be  ))ostponed  or  not.  My  opinion  is 
that  befoTc  a  vote  is  pressed  upon  so  important  a 
measure  as  this,  which  will  involve  millions  upon 
millions  of  expenditure,  careful  consideration 
should  be  given  to  it. 

Mr.  WTLSON.  Why  not  go  on  and  take  a 
vole  on  your  proposition? 
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Mr  WILKINSON.  The  vote  on  this  very 
amendment  will  be  a  most  important  vote,  and  I 
think  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  is 
correct,  to  let  it  go  over  in  order  that  it  may  be 
more  fully  considered. 

iMr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  differ  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Minnesota  as  to  the  question  of  time. 
This  is  a  bill  that  in  my  opinion  should  be  voted 
upon  at  the  very  earliest  day;  or  else  we  sliould 
stop  enlisting  black  men.  The  idea  of  calling  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  soldiers  and  not 
being  able  or  willing  to  guaranty  to  their  families 
freedom  is  to  me  a  proposition  most  unjust  in  its 
character.  1  am  extremely  desirous  that  the  bill 
shall  pass  securing  freedom  to  the  wives  and  chil- 
dren of  the  soldiers;  and  while  thus  anxious,  I 
shall  vote  against  remunerating  the  owners  of 
those  wives  and  children,  or  giving  them  one  cent. 
Guaranty  freedom  and  square  accounts  between 
the  master  and  the  slave — that  is  justice. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  voted  this  morning  to  post- 
pone the  bill  that  came  from-  the  committee  on 
freedmen  and  slavery  until  after  next  Wednes- 
day, ii»  order  to  give  precedence  to  the  joint  reso- 
lution in  charge  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Trumbull,]  and  I  thought  there  was  a  propriety 
in  doing  that  because  there  was  no  pressure  upon 
us  to  pass  the  bill  which  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Sumner]  had  in  charge.  But  here 
is  a  bill  which,  it  seems  to  me,  it  is  very  import- 
ant that  we  should  pass  at  an  early  day  in  some 
shape  or  other,  either  in  the  shape  in  which  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wilson]  pre- 
sents it  to  us,  and  which  I  do  not  really  approve, 
or  as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  Senator  from 
Minnesota,  [Mr.  Wilkinson,]  or  as  proposed  to 
be  amended  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Brown,]  andl  do  notknow  of  any  bill  that  is  be- 
fore us  or  that  is  likely  to  be  before  us  to-day 
which  deserves  the'tareful  and  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  Congress  more  than  this  bill  does;  not 
that  it  is  perfect  now,  for  I  do  not  think  it  is,  but 
I  think  we  should  perfect  it  and  put  it  in  such  a 
condition  that  it  will  be  made  efficient.  If  it  be 
made  efficient  it  will  become  a  means  of  strength- 
ening the  armies  of  the  United  States  more  than 
almost  any  bill  wliich  we  arc  likely  to  have  un- 
der consideration. 

I  trust  the  Senate  will  not  postpone  the  bill.  I 
do  not  know  of  anything  that  is  of  more  import- 
ance. What  is  the  proposition  which  is  fixed  for 
next  Wednesday.'  It  is  to  propose  to  theseveral 
States  of  the  Union  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  so  as  to  abolish  slavery.  No- 
body supposes  that  those  States  are  going  to  meet 
in  their  Legislative  Assemblies  and  adopt  that 
constitutional  amendment  under  a  year  or  two. 
What  effect  is  that  to  have  on  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Wilson]  is  attempting  to  get  the  Senate  to 
adopt.'    None  whatever. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  intend  now  to  en- 
gage in  a  debate  on  this  bill;  but  I  suggested  in 
its  discussion  a  long  time  ago  practical  difficulties 
which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has  not 
met.  Who  is  the  wife  of  a  slave  ?  Who  is  the 
child  of  a  slave  ?  What  is  the  use  of  passing  this 
bill  without  employing  some  definite  and  distinct- 
ive language  that  will  embrace  the  persons  whom 
it  is  designed  to  embrace.'  I  agree  that  it  would 
be  monstrous  to  allow  the  wife  and  the  children, 
as  we  understand  the  meaning  of  the  words,  of  a 
man  who  has  served  liis  country  in  this  war  to 
be  slaves  for  life.  Some  provision  ought  to  be 
made  for  their  emancipation;  but  certainly  it 
should  not  be  made  in  this  loose  and  general 
phraseology. 

I  discussed  this  subject  at  length  here  once  be- 
fore, and  I  will  not  now  repeat  the  argument  1 
then  used.  If  it  is  intended  to  make  this  bill  the 
basis  of  a  general  scheme  of  emancipation,  it  does 
.not  contain  the  provisions  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  I  think  the  best  beginning  of  any  gen- 
eral scheme  of  emancipation  (and  1  will  favor  it) 
IS  to  commence  with  a  constitutional  amendment, 
which  I  believe  can  be  made  and  ingrafted  in  the 
Constitution  inuch  sooner  than  the  JScnalor  from 
Mussachusctla  aupputics. 


Mr.  GRIMES.  -  Allow  me  to  suggest  that  we 
have  three  propositions  before  us;  one  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  proposing  to 
ratify  the  President's  proclamation  of  January  1, 
1863 

Several  Senators.     That  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Only  withdrawn  "  for  the  mo- 
ment," as  the  Senator  from  Missouri  said. 

Mr.  SFIERMAN.  There  is.  scarcely  enough 
in  any  of  these  propositions  to  be  made  the  basis 
of  a  general  law  providing  for  the  emancipation  of 
slaves.  • 

Mr.  BROWN.  Will  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
permit  me  to  make  a  suggestion? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BROWN.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  has 
alluded  on  one  or  two  occasions  to  the  objection 
which  he  has  again  presented — the  question  who 
is  the  wife  of  a  slave  and  who  is  the  child  of  a 
slave;  and  yet  he  says  he  is  willing  to  have  some 
general  law  made  on  the  subject  which  shall  solve 
the  doubt.  But  the  Senator  should  remember  that 
is  a  question  of  fact  which  we  shall  be  just  as  able 
to  get  at  under  this  proposition  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  as  weshallbeunderany 
other  general  law.  It  is  well  known  to  the  Sen- 
ator and  to  all  others  conversant  with  ths  subject 
that  the  local  laws  of  the  slave  States  do  not  rec- 
ognize marriage  among  the  slaves;  but  I  appre- 
hend that  no  general  system,  nor  any  specification 
which  we  could  here  make,  would  change  the 
state  of  facts,  the  actual  relationship  of  husband 
and  wife  and  parent  and  chiid  that  exist  under  that 
local  law.  There  is,  therefore,  really  no  pointer 
force  in  the  objection  which  the  Senator  makes, 
unless  he  intends  to  exclude  from  the  benefit  of 
freedom  all  who  may  not  have  taken  outa  license 
or  obtained  a  master's  assent  prior  to  anyunion. 
But,  as  has  been  well  observed  by  the  Senator 
who  preceded  me,  neither  common  sense  nor  com- 
mon law  accept  any  such  limitation  on  the  mar- 
riage relation  under  such  circumstances  as  those 
which  surround  populations  in  a  state  of  bond- 
age. ,  ■ 

You  have  got  a  practical  matter  to  deal  with. 
You  have  the  fact  before  you  that  these  colored 
soldiers  are  going  into  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  You  have  the  further  fact  before  you  that 
slave  owners  are  hounding  on  a  persecution  in  the 
border  States  and  selling  the  wives  and  children  of 
those  soldiers,  making  merchandise  of  their  flesh 
and  blood,  and  doing  it  as  a  punishment  for  their 
entry  into  our  Army  as  volunteers  for  our  defense. 
And  shall  we  tolerate  that  scene.'  Shall  we  legis- 
late here  sending  men  day  after  day  to  sacrifice 
their  lives  for  our  protection,  and  yet  sit  quietly 
by  with  no  legislation  to  prevent  and  see  others 
sending  the  wives  and  the  children  of  those  men 
day  after  day  into  further  and  harsher  bondage 
because  they  have  done  so?  If  that  is  not  a  sub- 
ject worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,!  do  now  know  what  can  fitly  move 
this  body  to  determined  interposition. 

Mr.  President,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  as  repre- 
sented by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  as  rep- 
resented by  the  public  press,  as  represented  by 
hundreds  of  letters  in  my  own  possession,  is  in 
this  respect  utterly  disgraceful,  and  it  ought  to  be 
righted nowandnotputoffforafutureday.  There- 
fore it  is  that  this  question  ought  to  be  taken  up 
at  the  earliest  moment  and  acted  upon.  You  can- 
not remit  it  in  view  of  yourconstitutional  amend- 
ment. That  is  going  to  cover  a  period  of  years. 
You  have  no  other  legislation  before  you  that  pro- 
poses to  right  this  wrong.  Why,  then,  shall  you 
let  it  go  over,  why  shall  you  refuse  to  act  upon  it, 
why  shall  you  raise  technical  objections ,  when  this 
gross  and  glaring  outrage  which  is  a  disgrace  to 
the  nation  is  being  perpetrated  every  day  before 
your  eyes?  I  trust  that  we  may  insist  upon  the 
passage  of  this  bill  as  amended  by  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin,  before  proceeding  to  talceupany 
other  business. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  My  answer  is  this:  when 
1  propose  to  make  a  guarantee,  I  want  to  make 
that  guarantee  effective.  I  say  there  is  no  propo- 
sition here  pending  before  us  now  that  will  make 
the  guarantee  effective.  If  this  bill  shall  pass,  it 
will  not  be  effective;  it  will  not  reach  the  persons 
whom  you  desire  to  reach.  The  appropriation 
provided  for  in  the  second  section  is  totally  in- 
definite, without  limits  and  without  restraint. 
You  enable  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  under 


the  general  enrollment  law,  to'reach  their  hand 
into  the  public  Treasury,  without  any  control  by 
Congress  or  any  supervision  by  any  auditing 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Department.  The  whole 
system  embraced  in  this  bill  is  totally  impracti- 
cable. By  the  second  section  you  authorize  a 
si  mple  commissicm ,  provided  for  by  the  enrollment 
act,  to  assess  the  value  of  the  wives  and  children 
of  these  slaves,  and  you  require  the  money  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  on  their  assessment, 
without  any  control,  or  any  limit,  or  any  super- 
vision. You  do  not  know  how  much  you  appro- 
priate by  this  bill. 

I  say  we  must  not  legislate  blindly.  It  seema 
to  me  that  the  proper  way  is  by  a  carefully  con- 
sidered amendment  of  the  Constitution  to  wipb 
out  the  whole  system  of  slavery,  not  to  do  it  by 
piecemeal,  not  kill  the  dog  by  detachments,  but 
destroy  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  proper 
way  by  a  constitutional  amendment.  Suppose 
that  slrall  take  ayear,  whatof  it?  It  will  then  be 
thoroughly  done,  done  according  to  law,  done  ac- 
cording to  the  existing  Constitution,  done  in  the 
mode  provided  by  the  Constitution,  so  that  neither 
courts  nor  lawyers  will  be  able  to  find  any  fault 
with  it  or  to  pick  any  flaws  in  it. 

Sir,  there  are  grave  questions  of  constitutional 
power  involved  in  this  proposition  which  1  will 
not  now  discuss.  The  general  object  proposed 
to  be  accomplished  1  desire  as  much  as  anyone; 
but  I  want  to  do  it  in  an  effective  way,  and  I  think 
it  is  much  wiser  for  us  to  defer  all  these  proposi- 
tions in  regard  to  slavery  until  we  can  by  a  gen- 
eral plan,basedupon  a  constitutional  amendmeni 
proposed  by  Congress  and  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple, aided  by  ancillary  legislation,  wipe  out  tht 
whole  system  in  the  mode  provided  by  the  Con- 
stitution,and  thus  relieve  ourselves  and  those  whc 
come  after  us  here  from  the  discussion  of  this 
subject  in  all  time  to  come, 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  suggestions  of  the  Sena> 
tor  from  Ohio  in  regard  to  the  defects  of  the  bil 
would  be  very  substantial  arguments  against  tht 
bill  itself  on  its  passage,  or  in  favor  of  commit 
ting  it  to  a  committee  to  be  amended;  but  that  it 
not  his  proposition.  His  proposition  is  to  post- 
pone it  until  next  Thursday,  until  after  we  shal 
have  acted  on  some  other  bill ,  and  then  this  bill  i; 
to  come  up  again  to  be  acted  upon.  So  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  section  of  the  bill  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred, that  providing  for  taking  money  from  th( 
Treasury,  I  am  opposed  to  that  section,  and  1 
propose  to  vote  against  it;  but  I  insist  that  we 
shall  go  on  to  perfect  the  bill  as  far  as  we  may  bt 
able  to  perfect  it  to-day;  and  if  we  do  not  suc- 
ceed in  doing  it  to-day,  we  can  postpone  it  unti^ 
to-morrow  or  the  next  succeeding  day,  and  so  go 
■on,  and  get  it  in  such  a  shape  that  it  shall  be  ac- 
ceptable to  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  to  the  people  of  the  country. 

I  do  not  apprehend  that  there  is  going  to  be  any 
great  trouble  in  ascertaining  who  are  the  wives 
and  children  of  these  men .  As  has  been  well  said 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  we  all  know  that 
the  laws  of  the  slave  States  do  not  recognize  the 
relation  of  husband  and  wife,  or  parent  and  child, 
but  we  recognize  the  fact  that  such  relations  do 
dc  facto  exist,  and  that  is  enough  for  our  purpose; 
it  ought  to  be  enough;  and  we  shall  be  justified 
by  the  people  of  the  country  who  sent  us  herein 
regarding  it  as  enough  for  all  the  purposes  of  this 
bill. 

I  have  had,  and  I  think  my  colleague  has  had, 
communications  from  Missouri,  from  General 
Pile,  who  has  charge  of  enlisting  colored  troops 
there,  that  I  was  authorized  to  use,  and  if  I  sup- 
posed this  bill  was  coming  up  to-day,  I  should 
have  brought  them  here  and  read  them  to  the  Sen- 
ate, that  they  might  go  to  the  country,  to  show 
what  atrocities  are  being  committed  by  some  of 
the  men  who  profess  to  be  the  owners  of  slaves 
because  some  of  those  slaves  have  volunteered  to 
enter  the  public  service  as  soldiers.  It  is  to  pre- 
vent these  atrocities,  it  is  to  right  a  great  wrong, 
that  I  would  go  on  and  act  upon  this  bill  to-day, 
and  not  postpone  it  until  the  middle  or  the  latter 
part  of  next  week,  in  order  that  we  may  be  in- 
"volved  in  a  debate  on  the  question  of  amending 
the  Constitution  which  may  take  two  or  three 
weeks  to  find  a  passage  tlnough  the  Senate;  and 
after  we  have  got  it  through  the  Senate  and  the 
other  House,  what  then?  It  is  to  be  sent  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States,  and  it  is  to  be  ratified  by 
each  one  or  by  a  certain  number  of  those  bodiea, 
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and  it  would  not  become  a  pan  of  the  Constitu- 
tion under  the  next  twelve  or eiglUecn  or  perhaps 
thirty-six  months.  In  the  mean  time,  what  is  to 
become  of  tiie  families  of  those  soldiers  wlio  have 
gone  into  your  service,  or  who  are  anxious  logo 
into  your  service? 

iVIr.  President,  there  is  no  measure  before  Con- 
gress, there  has  been  no  measure  before  Congress, 
there  will  be  none  before  Congress  at  this  session, 
that  more  imperatively  demands  immediate  atten- 
tion than  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 

iVIr.  WILSOiN'.  1  think  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
is  entirc^ly  mistaken  in  what  he  says  of  the  second 
section  of  the  amendment  1  have  offered.  We 
have  provided,  in  the  twenty-fourth  section  of  the 
enrollment  act,  for  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners who  are  to  assess  the  value  of  slaves  who 
shall  enlist  into  the  military  service. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  But  there  is  a  limit  to  the 
price  to  be  paid  in  that  case,  while  there  is  no, 
limit  here. 

Mr.  WILSON.     The  limit  in  that  act  is  $300. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  And  that  money  is  to  be 
paid  outof  a  special  fund, which  is  limited,  while 
this  is  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  is  to  be  paid  out  of  money 
that  may  be  appropriated  hereafter. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  But  of  course  we  shall 
be  bound  to  pay  the  appraisement.  We  must 
make  the  appiopriation. 

Mr.  WILSON.  In  the  first  place  you  appoint 
a  commission  to  appraise  the  value,  and  they  are 
to  report  the  appraisal,  and  then  you  are  to  ap- 
propriate the  money.  You  have  got  everything 
in  your  own  hands. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  what  sort  of  morality  that  is.  He  says 
we  can  appoint  a  commission  to  establish  what 
the  value  is,  and  theti  pay  that  value  or  not,  just 
as  we  choose,  afterwards. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  substantially 
what  the  Senator  said. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon. 
I  said  you  had  everything  in  your  hands.  You 
appoint  the  commissioners  who  make  the  as- 
sessments, and  I  apprehend  the  commission  ap- 
pointed will  be  disposed  to  do  justice.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  in  the  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
try the  wives  and  children  of  the  slaves  who  have 
enlisted  or  may  enlist  are  worth  $100  on  the  aver- 
age. .1  have  consulted  with  gentlemen  who  are 
enlisting  them,  and  they  do  not  believe  the  amount 
to  be  awarded  will  equal  the  amount  that  we  are 
paying  for  bounties.  If  it  shall  be  tlie  judgment 
of  the  Senate  to  strike  out  that  section,  1  shall  not 
object.  I  inserted  it  to  meet  the  requirements, 
made  when  the  bill  was  discussed  some  weeks 
ago,  and  1  desired  to  do  what  seemed  to  be  liberal 
to  aid  the  practical  working  of  the  system.  I  have 
read  a  letter  from  one  of  your  provost  marshals 
addressed  to  a  member  of  the  Senate,  in  which  he 
.say.s  that  there  are  complaints  from  all  parts  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  that  slaves  will  not  enlist 
on  account  of  abuses  to  their  families.  The  pres- 
ent condition  of  things  discourages  enlistments. 
The  information  comes  from  all  quarters  that  the 
abuse  and  sale  of  families  discourages  enlistments. 

Now,  sir,  we  want  to  encourage  enlistments; 
and  if  we  do  not  pay  more  to  obtain  these  colored 
soldii'rs  than  we  are  pnying  for  others,  why  should 
we  not  encourage  their  enlistment?  The  States 
are  paying  large  bounties.  The  Slate  of  Mary- 
land pays  to  a  free  colored  man  volunteering  $300, 
and  tlie  city  of  Baltimore  pays  $200,  making  $500 
Ijounly.  The  State  of  Maryland  pays  a  portion 
of  the  bounty  it  offers  into  the;  hands  of  the  slave 
himself,  recognizing  him  ns  so  much  of  a  man; 
and  it  is  a  very  liberal  policy,  and  is  honorable 
to  the  State  of  Maryland. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  takes  the  position  that 
liecause  there  is  a  proposition  pending  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  abolish 
slavery,  we  are  to  do  nothing  else  against  slavery. 
Sir,  1  say  it  is  sound  policy  to  strike  this  system 
of  slavery  whenever  and  wherever  you  can  get 
a  blow  ut  it.  It  is  to  perish,  if  it  perishes  at  all," 
by  hedging  it  around  by  every  enactment  and 
breaking  down  every  barrier  that  surrounds  it, 
and  cicfealing  the  three  hundred  thou.sand  bayo- 
nets behind  which  it  is  intrenched.  The  proposed 
ameinlmcnt  to  the  Constitution  may  pass  Con- 
gress, or  11  may  nut.     If  it  tihull  not  |)a8s  Con- 


gress, then,  iiccording  to  this  policy,  nothing  is 
done.  It  may  not  be  adopted  by  the  State  Legis- 
latures, and  1  have  no  faith  that  it.  will  be  under 
a  year  at  least,  and  perhaps  two  years.  It  will 
require  the  sanction  of  three  fourths  of  the  States; 
and  where  can  you  count  twenty-seven  Legisla- 
tures to-day  that  you  have  any  security  for? 
What  is  your  evidence  that  it  will  be  passed 
through  the  House  of  Representatives?  I  hope 
it  is  to  pass  there;  but  if  I  take  the  record  made 
in  that  House  this  session  I  find  no  more  devo- 
tion to  the  idol  tl»t  has  been  worshiped  here  for 
thirty  years  than  at  this  session.  The  reccud 
made  in  this  Congress  and  the  words  uttered  here 
for  a  system  that  lias  plunged  the  nation  into  the 
fire  and  blood  of  civil  war,  that  has  murdered 
two  hundred  thousand  loyal  men  and  bathed  the 
land  in  blood  and  tears  will  be  read  with  amaze- 
ment in  the  future.  I  say  you  have  no  security 
unless  you  take  occasion  by  the  hand  and  make 
the  bounds  of  freedom  wider  yet,  whenever  the 
opportunity  is  presented. 

Ifthc^Senate  desire  to  strike  out  the  second  sec- 
tion and  to  pass  the  bill  without  it,  let  them  do 
so.  Then  we  do  not  say  that  we  will  not  pay; 
and  if  we  shall  be  called  on  hereafter  to  make 
some  compensation  or  ransom,  I  believe  Con- 
gress will  deal  justly. 

When  we  authorized  the  enlistment  of  colored 
men  we  voted  that  they  and  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, if  owned  by  rebels,  should  be  free.  I  thought 
the  distinction  wrong  then,  and  I  voted  against 
it.  I  thought  it  wrong  to  ask  a  man  to  leave  the 
wife  and  children  that  he  loves  and  enroll  his  name 
for  the  defense  of  this  country,  leaving  that  wife 
and  those  children  slaves;  and  we  have  got  the 
evidence  no  w  that  they  are  sold  as  slaves,  or  treated 
with  inhumanity. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  If  the  Senator  from  Ohio  will 
withdraw  his  motion  to  postpone,  I  propose  to 
move  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  committee  on  sla- 
very and  freedmen,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  upon  this  subject  at  an  early  day.  It  is  very 
■plain  and  palpable  to  my  mind  that  this  proposi- 
tion is  too  important  a  one,  too  great  a  one,  to  be 
considered  without  deliberation  and  without  prep- 
aration ;  and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  take  the  course 
I  suggest,  so  that  when  the  bill  shall  be  reported 
it  will  embrace'such  provisions  as  can  command 
the  vote  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  that. 
I  withdraw  my  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Then  I  make  the  motion.  I 
move  that  the  bill  and  all  the  amendments  con- 
nected with  it  be  committed  to  the  select  com- 
mittee on  slavery  and  freedmen,  with  instruc- 
tions  

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
Senator  not  to  move  instructions.  Let  the  com- 
mittee act  at  its  own  pleasure., 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  received  the  sliggestion  of 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  on  that  point.  I  said 
to  him  that  no  instructions  were  needed,  but  he 
thought  it  better  to  commit  with  instructions. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  do  not  desire  to  press  the  in- 
structions; but  I  simjily  make  it  as  a  suggestion 
to  the  committee  that  they  act  promptly  in  the 
premises. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
motion  to  commit;  but  I  desire  simply  to  state 
that  there  is,  as  it  seems  to  me,  very  much  more 
involved  in  the  second  section  of  the  bill  than  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  i.s  aware  of.  It  af- 
fects particularly  the  Stales  of  Maryland,  Dela- 
ware, Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  which  ai-e  the 
slave  States  represented  in  Congress.  Therearc 
probably  a  thousand  of  these  colored  soldiers  en- 
listed in  Delaware;  six  thousand  in  Maryland 
enlisted  and  to  be  enlisted;  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky ten  thousand;  and  ten  thousand  in  the  State 
ofMissouri,  making  in  all  twenty-seven  thousand. 
If  we  are  to  suppose  that  for  each  one  of  these 
able-bodied  colored  men  there  are  three  other  per- 
sons standing  to  him  in  the  relation  of  mother, 
wife,  and  children,  to  be  freed  by  the  operation 
of  this  section,  it  will  free  eighty-one  thousand 
persons.  Some  suggest  that  five  would  not  be  a 
wrong  profiortion;  but  if  there  are  only  three  such 
persons  for  every  tilave  enlisted,  \»hich  is  a  low 
estimate,  the  .section  affects  eighty-one  thousand; 
and  if  you  estimate  them  at  the  lowest  figure, 
$100  aniece,  it  involves  the  sum  of  $8,100,0(10; 
and  I  (lo  not  suppose  this  provision 'of  the  bill 
has  been  really  considered  by  any  committee  at 


all.  It  has  been  an  amendment  offered  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wil- 
son,] and  certainly  ought  to  be  considered,  and 
considered  very  carefully,  for  it  is  a  very  import- 
ant proposition. 

Before  I  conclude  there  is  one  word  I  desire  to 
say  by  way  of  reply  to  my  honorable  friend  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumner.]  He  seems  to  de- 
nounce in  advance  the  action  of  Congress  upon 
the  subject  of  amending  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  by  providing  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  for  he  says  it  will  be  but  an  attempt  at 
amending  the  Constitution.  I  take  issue  with  the 
Senator  on  that  point. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  entirely  misun- 
derstands me.  I  am  fqr  the  amendment  to  the 
Constitution.  I  believe  in  it.  I  shall  vote  for  it 
whenever  I  can  get  an  opportunity,  and  use  any 
little  influence  that  I  may  possess  to  induce  other 
persons  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  And  still  the  honorable 
Senator  says  it  will  amount  to  but  an  attempt. 

Mr.  SUiMNER.     I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  That  was  his  language. 
.  Mr.  SUMNER.  I  said  the  proposition  before 
us  now  was  but  an  attempt  at  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution.  Until  it  goes  through  all  the 
different  stages,  first  of  a  vote  of  two  thirds  in  this 
body,  then  a  vote  of  two  thirds  in  the  other  body, 
and  then  the  votes  of  three  fourths  of  theiiegis- 
latures,  until  the  final  consummation,  it  is  noth- 
ing but  an  attempt.     That  is  what  I  said. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  understand  all  that,  and 
when  we  have  done  all  that  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor still  says  in  effect  it  is  to  be  but  an  attempt  to 
amend  the  Constitution,  in  which  attempt  we  shall 
not  succeed.  There  is  the  issue  that  1  make  with 
him. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  makes  an  issue 
with  me  on  something  which  I  have  never  said. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  If  he  now  believes  that 
we  shall  succeed  in  that  attempt,  very  well,  let 
him  say  so.  If  he  believes  that  we  shall  fail  in  it, 
let  him  say  frankly  what  he  does  think  on  that 
question.  I  understood  him  rnost  distinctly  to  say 
that  the  whole  transaction,  going  through  the 
forms  of  legislation  here  in  this  body  and  in  the 
other  House,  and  submitting  it  to  the  Legislatures 
of  three  fourths  of  the  States,  would  result  in  but 
an  attempt  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  not  in  its  accomplishment;  and 
certainly  my  honorable  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Wilson]  repeated  again  and  again  that 
we  had  no  assurance  that  any  such  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  could  be  carried. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  feel  that  we  have  an  assur- 
ance that  this  amendment  can  be  carried.  I  have 
faith  that  it  can  be  carried,  and  that  it  will  be  car- 
ried; and  with  it  and  when  it  is  carried,  this 
whole  question  of  slavery  will  be  settled  beyond 
the  change  of  parties,  beyond  the  change  of  Ad  min- 
istraiions,  beyond  the  legislation  of  Congress,  be- 
yond the  decrees  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  affect 
it.  It  will  be  the  final  verdict  of  the  people  in  their 
sovereign  capacity  pronounced  once  and  for  all, 
to  exist  now  and  forever. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  go  into  a  proposition 
with  this  halting  kind  of  faith  that  expects  to  fail. 
Sir,  I  would  lock  carefully  to  the  ground  upon 
which  I  plant  my  feet,  and  then  I  would  know 
"  no  such  word  as  fail."  The  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  has  been 
ri-portcd  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to 
this  body,  an  amendment  wliich  was  proposed  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  not  now  in 
his  seat,  [Mr.  Henderson,]  coming  from  a  late 
slave  State,  but  which  is  now  undergoing  the  re- 
generation which  all  these  States  are  to  undergo; 
supported  too  ill  committee,  and  I  doubt  not  to  be 
supported  in  the  Senate,  by  the  able  speeches  and 
the  influence  of  the  able  Senator  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Johnson,]  the  representative  of  another  of 
the  slave  States  of  the  Union;  supported  as  it  will 
be  by  the  public  judgment  of  this  country  and  by 
the  judgment  of  all  parties  in  this  country  when 
il  comes  to  be  discussed — that  amendment  will 
not  be  a  mere  attemjit  at  a  change  of  the  Constr- 
tution;  it  will  be  a  reality,  and  in  that  reality  we 
shall  restore  this  country  and  thelife  of  tliis  coun- 
try and  its  insiitiitioiis. 

Besides,  Mr.  President,  I  have  some  further 
objections  to  the  proposition  which  is  now  pend- 
ing before  the  Senate  being  pressed  on  us  at  this 
time  without  further  consideration.     It  only  nf- 
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fects  ilie  loyal  men  whose  slaves  are  taken  in  tlie 
Slates  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Missouri,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Teruiessee,  and  it  holds  out  to  tiiem 
the  hope  of  compensation  at  the  very  time  when 
in  their  own  States  they  are  meeting;  in  conven- 
tion to  abolish  slavery  without  any  compensa- 
tion, and  when  we  ourselves  are  proposing  by  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  to  aboiisii  it,  and 
without  compensation.  By  holding-  out  the  idea 
of  compensation  to  those  men  for  this  mass  of 
slave  property,  what  do  you  do  but  ask  them  to 
resist  tiie  action  of  their  own  conventions  in  abol- 
ishing- slavery  both  in  Maryland  and  in  Missouri 
and  in  tlie  other  States?  The  question  put  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  California  was  a  very 
pertinent  one,  why  purchase  slaves  now  when 
their  price  every  day  is  going  down? 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Allow  me  to  suggest  to  the 
Senator  that  so  far  as  this  debate  has  developed 
the  opinions  cff  the  Senate,  there  is  but  one  man 
in  the  Senate  who  is  in  favor  of  that  section  which 
the  Senator  has  belabored  so  much — the  section 
in  regard  to  compensation.  Now,  let  me  direct 
the  Senator's  attention  to  the  other  section  which 
is  intended  to  cover  tl^  cases  to  which  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  has  been  drawn  by  General 
Pile,  of  Missouri,  and  by  the  statements  which 
have  been  made  by  other  persons. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     Well,  Mr.  President 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Permit  me  to  suggest  to  my 
friend  from  Wisconsin  that  he  allow  this  bill  to  be 
committed,  and  we  can  debate  it  when  it  comes 
back. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  have  no  objection  to  its 
being  committed. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     Then  let  us  have  the  ques- 


DOOLITTLE.     I  do  not  wish  to  take  up 


tion. 

Mr 
time. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  object  to  committing  the 
bill;  and  I  propose  to  modify  my  amendment  by 
withdrawingthe  second  section  and  offering  sim- 
ply the  first  section.  The  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  after  very  careful  consideration,  brought 
in  this  bill  containing  the  third  section  which 
amended  the  law  allowing  colored  men  to  be  used 
in  the  military  service.  The  original  provision, 
which  made  the  mother,  the  wife,  and  the  chil- 
dren of  the  soldier  whoenlistedfree,  wason  amil- 
itary  bill.  Wheathis  bill  was  before  us  three  or 
four  weeks  ago,  the  objection  then  was  that  we 
had  not  a  well-matured  system  of  paying  for  the 
slaves  made  free.  To-day  the  objection  is  to  pay- 
ing for  them.  I  proposed  it  because  I  wanted  to 
strengthen  the  measure,  but  I  find  it  docs  not  do 
that,  and  I  am  willing  to  abandon  it. 

All  the  sections  of  the  original  bill  but  one,  as 
I  have  already  explained,  are  taken  out, and  the 
section  which  I  now  propose  is  to  be  the  whole 
bill,  and  it  is  a  clear,  plain  proposition. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  What  is  the  amendment  as 
now  proposed  ? 

Mr.  Wilson.  The  amendment  now  pro- 
posed is  the  third  section  of  the  original  bill,  in 
what  I  think  is  a  little  better  form,  reading  thus: 

That  when  any  person  of  African  descent,  vchose  service 
or  labor  is  claimed  in  any  State  under  the  laws  tliereof, 
shall  he  mustered  into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  his  wife  and  children,  if  any  he  liave,  shall 
forevei-  thereafter  be  free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  what- 
soever to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

It  is  a  very  simple  and  plain  proposition.  It 
simply  provides  for  freeing  the  wife  and  children. 

Now,  I  want  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consiri  that  I  admire  his  earnestness,  his  zeal,  and 
his  faith.  I  hope  I  have  quite  as  much  of  these 
qualities  as  he  has,  and  I  hope  that  my  faith  is  as 
strong;  but  I  must  beg  to  be  excused  from  fol- 
lowing the  policy  of  not  voting  for  a  good  meas- 
ure because  we  intend  to  do  it  all  at  one  time  by 
a  constitutional  amendment.  When  wc  can  get 
an  opportunity  to  strike  at  the  slave  system  let 
us  do  it,  and  let  us  adopt  the  constitutional  amend- 
ment if  we  caji,  and  I  have  great  hope  we  shall 
do  it. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     I  hope  we  shall  get  a  vote. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  As  the  bill  is  very 
simple  now,  I  hope  the  Senator  from  California 
will  withdraw  his  motion  and  let  us  take  a  vote 
on  it. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  It  is  not  simple  enough  for 
my  mind,  and  not  in  a  condition  that  I  can  vote 
for  it.  1  feel  some  anxiety  upon  this  subject. 
Senators  who  speak  on  this  question  here  must 
not  imagine  that  they  are  the  ot^ly  ones  who  feel 


an  interest  in  this  subject.  I  suggest  that  the  form 
in  which  this  bill  has*  been  introduced  to  the  Sen- 
ate to-day  for  the  first  time  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  with  a  sub- 
stitute, I  believe,  from  that  gentleman  for  his  own 
bill,  (and  now  there  is  an  abandonment  of  an  im- 
portant part  of  his  measure,)  is  not  such  a  pre- 
sentation of  the  subject  as  the  Senate  should  have 
before  it  acts  upon  it.  If  the  Senate  shall  see 
fit  not  to  recommit,  and  that  vote  can  be  taken 
in  a  very  short  time,  then  we  will  consider  it,  of 
course,  a  decision  that  we  shall  go  on  with  it,  and 
I  shall  try  to  give  a  correct  vote  upon  the  sub- 
ject according  to  my  judgment.  I  hope  we  shall 
come  to  a  vote  on  the  motion  to  recommit  the 
bill. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
particular  hurry  as  to  that.  I  think  we  can  take 
our  time.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Senator  that  we 
reported  a  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  some  five 
or  six  weeks  ago,  which  was  carefully  prepared 
and  carefully  studied  by  those  who  understand  it 
quite  well  and  have  given  some  years  to  the  sub-, 
ject.  The  debate  upon  it  lasted  for  several  days. 
The  proposition  now  before  us  has  occupied  some 
five  or  SIX  days  of  the  Senate.  The  Senator  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Brown]  made  a  lengthy  and  very 
elaborate  speech  upon  it  the  other  day.  In  order 
to  get  through  some  other  provisions  in  the  bill 
we'took  them  and  put  them  in  a  new  bill  which 
we  have  passed,  leaving  this  portion  of  the  bill 
in  regard  to  slavery  as  we  introduced  it.  It  was 
framed  and  based  upon  the  provision  of  the  act 
of  1862  prepared  by  the  same  committee.  I  see 
no  necessity  for  sending  it  to  any  committee  at 
all;  but  if  it  is  necessary  to  go  to  any  committee 
I  prefer  that  it  should  go  to  the  committee  from 
winch  it  came. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Tery  well;  let  us  take  the 
vote. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  As  a  motion  has  been  made 
to  refer  this  bill  to  the  select  committee  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  I  wish  to  ex- 
plain why  I  shall  propose  to  amend  the  motion  of 
my  colleague  on  that  committee  by  striking  out 
the  committee  on  slavery  and  freedmen  and  in- 
serting the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  President,  if  it  be  in  order  to  speak  of  an 
instrument  that  once  was  cherishe!?  by  the  Amer- 
ican people,  and  looked  up  to  by  their  represent- 
atives,andclosely  and  carefully  considered  in  this 
body,  when' propositions  were  made  interfering 
with  rights  of  States,  persons,  or  property,  I 
would  be  glad  to  call  the  attention  of  the  fiiends 
of  this  proposition  to  the  question  of  power  in- 
volved in  it.  I  know  that  there  are  members  of  the 
Senate  who  differ  with  me  as  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  conscript  either  white  men-or  black  men; 
but  granting,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that 
that  power  belongs  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  under  the  Constitution,  where  do  you  de- 
rive the  power  to  interfere  with  the  acknowledged 
rights  of  the  States  under  that  instrument,  and 
liberate,  not  only  the  conscript  himself,  but  those 
who  bear  to  him  the  relation  of  wife  and  children  ? 
The  only  question  that  seems  to  me  involved  in 
this  bill  is  the  question  of  constitutional  power. 

I  share,  I  presume,  with  Senators  who  believe 
that  the  power  is  in  Congress,  all  the  sympathy 
they  entertain  for  the  family  of  him  who  enlists 
in  the  military  service  of  the  country;  but  that 
sympathy  must  be  subordinated  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  oath  which  I  took  when -1  became  a 
member  of  this  body  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States — the  instrument  to  which 
this  body  owes  its  existence.  It  being,  therefore, 
a  question  of  constitutional  power — which  I  regard 
as  the  only  question  involved  in  the  consideration 
of  the  bill — I  think  the  proper  committee  to  which 
it  should  go  is  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  difficulties  that  have  been  suggested  as  to 
ascertaining  who  are  the  wife  and  children  of  the 
party  I  think  will  not  be  found  to  be  great  when 
you  come  to  carry  it  into  practical  operation. 
Although  there  may  not  be  usually  what  in  law 
is  termed  a  mai-riage  by  virtue  of  a  license  or  the 
publication  of  banns,  as  may  be  required  by 
State  authority,  yet  there  will  be  very  little  trou- 
ble, so  far  as  my  observation  has  gone,  in  ascer- 
taining everywhere  in  any  of  the  slave  States  of 
this  Union  those  who  bear  the  relation  of  wife 
atid  children  to  the  individual. 

I  um  not  embarrassed,  therefore,  by  these  dif- 
ficiillies;  but  the  great  question  which  stands  in 


my  way  in  support  of  this  bill  is  the  question  of 
power.  Even  admitting  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  has  the  power  to  conscript  a  slave 
into  the  military  service  of  the  country  and  to 
give  him  freedom — which  power  I  deny — have 
you  the  power  to  extend  your  legislation  so  as 
to  interfere  with  the  lights  of  property  in  the 
States  by  liberating  and  taking  from  the  owner, 
either  with  or  without  compensation,  against  his 
consent,  the  wife  and  children  of  the  conscript? 
I  therefore' move  that  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  be  amended  by  inserting 
"Committee  on  the  Judiciary  "  instead  of  "com- 
mittee on  slavery  and  freedmen." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  In  the  impression 
of  the  Chair  it  is  one  of  those  motions,  like  amo- 
tion to  adjourn,  that  is  not  amendable.  The  mo- 
tion to  commit  to  the  select  committee  failing,  it 
would  then  be  in  the  province  of  the  Senator  to 
move  to  commit  to  another  committee.  The  only 
way  to  effect  his  object  would  be  to  vote  down 
the  pending  motion. 

Mr.  CLARK.  1  suggest  that  a  motion  to  refer 
to  a  standing  committee  has  precedence. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  is  cor- 
rect; it  has  precedence  by  the  rules.  The  Sen- 
ator's motion,  therefore,  is  first  in  order,  not  aa 
an  amendment  to  the  other  motion;  and  the  ques- 
tion will  be  on  referring  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CLARK.  1  am  desirous  that  something 
should  be  done  with  a  bill  of  this  kind.  I  am  em- 
barrassed, I  must  confess,  with  the  same  consid- 
eration that  presses  itself  upon  the  Senator  from 
Virginia;  but  I  do  not  feel  that  by  referring  the 
question  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  I 
shall  be  disembarrassed.  I  think,  whatevermight 
be  the  report  of  that  committee,  the  question 
would  still  press  itself  upon  my  mind;  and  I  think 
I  might  say  that,  if  that  committee  should  report 
that  there  was  power  within  the  Constitution,  he 
would  still  find  the  question  pressing  upon  his 
mind. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  Not  if  they  showedsufHcient 
reason  for  that  opinion. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Well,  sir,  I  know  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  so  well  that  I  am  sure  no  commit- 
tee ever  could  do  that:  it  would  not  be  in  their 
power. 

The  suggestion  I  have  to  make  is  this:  there 
is  no  business  that  I  am  aware  .of  of  any  import- 
ance pressing  upon  the  Senate  at  this  time,  and 
we  may  therefore  just  as  well  discuss  the  consti- 
tutionality of  this  proposition  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  as  in  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. We  can  tjien  have  the  benefit  of  each 
other's  thoughts  and. considerations  in  regard  to 
it,  and  we  may,  in  time,  reach  some  practical  and 
useful  result.  But  if  you  send  this  proposition  to 
the  Conimittee  on  the  Judiciary,  if  it  is  not  killed 
there,  it  will  return  with  the  same  question  em- 
barrassing it.  We  have  got  then  to  discuss  it, 
and  so  of  the  other  question  in  regard  to  the  pay. 
You  may  send  it  to  a  committee  and  have  that 
provision  in  regard  to  the  pay  stricken  out,  and 
then  it  will  again  return,  for  I  think  you*will  find 
persons  in  the  Senate  who  cannot  vote  for  the  bill 
unless  there  is  some  pay  m-oposed  to  the  persons 
who  own  these  slaves.  They  may  possibly  be 
satisfied  that  if  you  pay  the  owner  for  the  prop- 
erty it  may  be  considered  as  taking  it  for  the 
public  use;  but  if  you  do  not  pay  they  will  hardly 
find  provision  in  the  Constitution  for  this  meas- 
ure at  all. 

Then  again  I  understand  the  Senator  from  Min- 
nesota .[Mr.  Wilkinson]  to  propose  rfn  amend- 
ment by  which  that  section  shall  be  stricken  but. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  have  taken  it  out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  understand  the  Senator  him- 
self to  take  it  out  of  the  bill;  but  still,  notwith- 
standing that  section  may  be  taken  out,  I  am  not 
certain  that  some  Senators  who  desire  to  vote  for 
this  measure,  in  order  to  see  the  way  to  do  it,  may 
not  require  it  to  be  in. 

But  what  1  want  to  say  to  Senators  is  this:  we 
may  just  as  well  do  that  here  and  now  as  at  any 
time,  for  aught  I  know.  lam  notaware  that  any 
measure  is  pressing  upon  the  Senate  at  this  lime. 
If  there  i.s  any  measure  of  more  importance  than 
this  demanding  our  attention,  I  will  cheerfully 
give  way  and  agree  that  this  bill  be  laid  aside  or 
go  to  a  committee  to  be  returned  back  to  us  im- 
mediately; but  I  do  not  so  undersiaiul.  Then 
why  should  we  not  consider  the  measure  now  ? 
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Sir,  I  regard  til  is  as  a  very  difltTent  measure  from 
tlic  one  the  Senator  from  Massaciiusetts  [Mr. 
Sumner]  called  up  a  wlule  ago,  the  repeal  of  the 
fugitive  slavclaw.  I  am  not  aware  thatanybody 
is  attempting  now  to  recover  a  fugitive  sltivc. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     The  Senator  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  may  be  mistaken;  but  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  understand  that  any  very  serious  or 
numerous  efforts  are  made  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Let  me  ask  the  Senator  if 
the  fact  that  one  human  being  can  be  carried  off 
into  slavery  under  that  statute  is  not  sufficient 
reason  for  us  to  try  to  save  him. 

Mr.  CLARK.  It  miglit  be  a  reason  why  we 
should  try  to  save  him;  but  I  do  not  understand 
that  even  one  is.  But  here  is  a  very  different 
question.  Here  you  desire  to  put  soldiers  in  your 
Army,  and  those  soldiers  iiave  tlieir  wives  and 
their  children.  You  are  desirous  of  ]iutting  those 
soldiers  in  the  service  at  the  earliest  moment,  and 
the  people  who  want  to  prevent  those  eoldieis 
from  going  into  the  Army  take  these  very  means 
to  torment  tiie  soldier  so  that  he  shall  not  go  in.  • 
He  says  to  him  in  effect,  "  If  you  go  into  the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  States  and  fight  the  battles  of 
the  country,  I  will  sell  your  wife,  I  will  abuse 
your  children."  That  is  very  much  worse  than 
the  rendition  of  a  fugitive  slave,  and  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  which  would  take  place 
months  hence  does  not  cure  or  remedy  the  evil. 
Do  you  propose  to  stand  here  and  let  these  wives 
and  children  be  abused  three  months,  six  months, 
or  a  year,  until  you  can  amend  the  Constitution, 
when  you  want  the  soldier  to-day  and  to-mor- 
row.' It  is  a  matter  that  cannot  be  postponed  in 
the  way  the  other  can. 

If  anything  is  to  be  done  with  it  it  ought  to  be 
done  now,  as  soon  as  we  can,  after  gravely  con- 
sidering the  subject  and  determining  how  we  can 
best  do  so.  It  seems  to  me  we  can  as  well  amend 
the  bill  in  the  Senate  as  in  any  committee.  The 
Senator  from  Minnesota,  if  he  chooses  to  present 
an  amendment,  can  bring  up  the  whole  matter 
and  the  question  of  pay.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  I  want  to  pay  these  owners;  but  I  desire 
that  the  bill  may  be  discussed. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  should  like  to  ask  my 
honorable  friend  from  New  Hampshire,  as  this 
bill  only  affects  loyal  men,  if  he  has  any  inform- 
ation that  loyal  masters  in  any  of  these  States 
have  abused  these  women  and  children. 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  affects  all  men,  loyal  or 
disloyal. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  But  the  wives  and  chil- 
dren of  slaves  belonging  to  disloyal  masters  are 
free  now.  It  only  has  refer&nce  to  the  wives  and 
children  of  slaves  of  loya'l  masters  that  are  en- 
listed. Is  there  any  evidence  before  us  that  loyal 
masters  liave  sold  or  abused  the  wives  and  chil- 
dren of  those  of  their  slaves  that  have  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States.' 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  will  state  to  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Howe  in 
the  chair.)  I'he  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CLARK.  My  friend  from  Iowa  is  a  very 
good  backer,  and  I  have  no  objection  to  hearing 
anything  he  may  say. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  will  state  to  the  Senatorfrom 
Wisconsin  that  I  have  had  letters  from  General 
Pyle,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  recruitment  of 
colored  men  in  Missouri,  and  I  have  had  letters 
from  the  offii^ers  of  the  colored  regiments  being 
recruited,  in  which  they  say  that  men  professing 
loyalty,  who  have  taken  the  oath  of  allcgianceand 
would  be  exempted  under  the  amnesty  of  the 
President,  have  committed  these  acts. 

Mr.  CLARK.  We  know  that  everywhere  in 
these  loyal  States  then;  are  men  whoare  in  sym- 
pathy will)  the  rebellion.  We  know  that  men  in 
the  loyal  States  are  opposed  to  the  negroes  going 
into  tiie  service.  Many  of  those  men — I  will  not 
say  all — would  be  willing  to  punish  the  negro  if 
he  went  in,  if  they  arc  in  sympathy  with  tiie  re- 
bellion, by  the  abuse  of  his  wife  and  children. 
They  wisii  to  deter  him  frgm  going  into  the  ser- 
vice if  they  can,  and  they  say  to  him,  "  Not  only 
shall  your  wife  and  children  have  no  care,  no 
food,  MO  protection,  but  they  shall  be  sold  into 
slavery;  and  when  you  return  from  figiiting  the 
battles  of  the  Union  you  shall  find  your  lionie  des- 
olate, your  wifi:  gone  no  one  knows  where  in 
slavery,  uiid  your  children  all  sent  away."    Sir, 


those  instances,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  frequent. 

They  come  to  us  from  every  quarter. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     Not  loyal  men. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Not  loyal  men,  I  admit;  but 
men  wearing  the  guise  and  the  garb  of  loyalty 
with  the  heai'tof  the  devil.  But  what  then.'  Shall 
we  not  protect  these  wives  and  children  from  those 
fiends.'  Shall  we  call  upon  these  husbands  and 
fathers  to  go  and  fight  our  battles  and  leave  their 
wives  and  children  behind  .'  No.  Sir,  itdemands 
our  earliest  consideration,  now,  and  I  am  for  con- 
sidering it  here  in  the  Senate.  If  in  any  way  we 
can  devise  any  means  by  which  we  can  prevent 
these  things  and  protect  these  innocent  and  help- 
less people  we  should  do  it.  Congress  owes  it  to 
itself,  to  patriotism;  nay,  we  owe  it  to  the  love  of 
country  which  we  bear.  1  am  against  the  recom- 
mittal of  this  bill  unless  there  is  urgent  business 
pressing  upon  us  which  makes  it  necessary  to 
attend  to  that  business  and  not  to  this. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  hope  this  bill  will  not  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  Not- 
withstanding the  ability  which  may  be  brought 
to  the  consideration  of  the  question  raised  in  the 
bill  by  that  committee,  I  am  by  no  means  per- 
suaded in  my  own  mind  that  they  will  be  able  to 
change  a  single  vote  or  the  opinion  of  a  single 
member  of  the  Senate  by  any  report  which  they 
may  make.     I  apprehend  they  will  not. 

The  great  objection  which  seems  to  embarrass 
some  members  of  the  Senate  arises  from  what 
they  allege  to  be  a  want  of  power  on  the  part  of 
Congress  to  enact  a  provision  which  shall  eman- 
cipate and  set  free  the  wives  and  children  of  the 
slaves  who  maybe  taken  into  the  military  service 
of  the  Unifed  States  as  volunteers.  I  confess,  for 
one,  that  I  see  no  difliculty  of  this  character.  The 
first  question  which  arises  is  this:  has  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  power  to  enlist  per- 
sons known  as  slaVes--JlTto  the  military  service.' 
I  apprehend  that  Oiere  can  be  but  one  answer  to 
that  question.  That  they  have  the  power  is  at- 
tested by  several  acts  of  legislation  during  the  ex- 
istence of  the  nextprecedingand  the  present  Con- 
gress. They  are  persons,  in  contemplation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  UnitedStates,owingallegiance 
to  the  United  States  in  the  same  sense  in  which 
white  persons  owe  allegiance,  and  in  none  other, 
I  apprehend;  and  the  Government  therefore  have 
a  right  to  employ  them  in  the  military  or  naval 
service.  They  have  a  right  to  enlist  that  class  of 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  Govern- 
ment and  in  prosecuting  the  present  civil  war  to 
a  successful  issue. 

If  they  have  this  right  they  also  have  the  power 
to  protect  this  right  and  make  the  right  efficient 
and  effectual;  and  if  it  shall  turn  out  to  be  the 
fact,  as  is  alleged  here,  and  of  which  I  have  no 
doubt,  that  there  is  great  obstruction  in  the  em- 
ployment of  this  class  of  persons,  great  diflicul- 
ties  and  obstacles  raised  to  their  enlistment  and 
employment  in  the  military  service  by  persons 
who  claim  to  own  them,  in  the  form  of  threats 
held  out  to  their  wives  and  children  of  being  sold 
and  removed  from  their  homes,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  Congress  has  full  authority  to  remove  that 
obstacle  out  of  the  way  entirely  of  enlistments  by 
declaring  that  the  wife  and  children  of  the  black 
volunteer  shall  be  held  in  law  to  be  emancipate 
and  free.  I  repeat,  if  we  have  the  power  to  en- 
list, if  it  be  the  right  of  Congress  to  put  this  class 
of  persons  into  the  military  service,  we  have  a 
right  to  protect  and  guard  that  right  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  make  the  riglit  effectual  for  the  purposes 
for  which  we  are  attempting  to  use  it. 

There  may  be  some  difficulty  in  the  apprehen- 
sion of  some  gentlemen,  perhaps,  as  to  who  can 
claim  to  be  the  wife  or  the  cliild  of  a  slave,  inas- 
much as  the  laws  of  the  slaveholding  States  do  not 
recognize  the  relation  of  liusband  and  wife,  and 
of  parent  and  child  ,  in  that  class.  I  know  of  no 
other  mode  of  solving  (his  difficulty  than  this:  that 
that  person  shall  be  iield  to  be  the  wife  of  the  slave 
who  recognizes  the  slave  to  be  her  husband  and 
whose  husband  recognizes  the  woman  to  be  his 
wife;  adopting  the  same  principle  of  the  common 
law  that  ap|ilies  in  other  cases,  a  simple  recogni- 
tion of  the  relation  of  husband  and  wife  and  of 
parent  and  child.  1  take  it  that  that  would  be 
sufficient;  and  inasmuch«s  there  is  a  serious  ob- 
struction to  the  enlistment  of  black  soldiers  aris- 
ing from  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  by  their 
masters,  I  hold  that  we  have  the  right  and  that  it 
is.ourduty  to  remove  that  obstruction  by  declaring 


that  the  wife  and  children  shall  be  placed  beyond 
the  reach  and  beyond  the  power  of  their  tyrants, 
thus  enabling  the  United  States  to  employ  as  many 
of  these  persons  as  they  may  see  fit. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Mr.  President,  this  ques- 
tion and  the  questions  connected  with  it  have  been 
attended,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  in  my  consid- 
eration of  them,  with  very  considerable  embar- 
rassment from  the  beginning.  I  have  listened  to 
nearly  all  that  has  been  said  on  the  subject  with 
a  good  deal  of  attention  in  order  to  see  if  my  doubts  " 
could  be  removed  in  any  way,  because  I  was  anx- 
ious they  should  be,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able 
to  say  that  the  view  which  was  originally  taken 
of  this  matter  of  freeing  the  wife  and  children  of 
the  conscript  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Sherman,]  in  a  speech  made  some  time  ago,  and 
the  argument  which  has  been  urged  this  morning 
by  my  friend  from  Michigan,  have  gone  far  to  re- 
move all  my  doubts  on  the  subject. 

Of  course  1  never  had  any  doubt  that  we  could 
avail  ourselves  of  the  services  of  every  man  in  the 
Republic,  no  matter  what  his  condition,  of  whom 
a  soldier  could  be  made;  that  slaves  were  subject 
precisely  to  the  same  la^vs  and  could  be  used  in 
the  same  way  as  other  persons.  The  idea  that 
in  a  country  like  ours  a  strong,  able-bodied  pop- 
ulation, for  the  reason  that  it  is  held  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  must  be  let  alone  and  exempted  from 
military  service,  has  always  been  to  my  mind  an 
utterly  preposterous  idea.  How  far  the  idea  of 
property  which  is  connected  with  that  class  of 
persons  might  affect  the  legislation  necessary  to 
carry  it  into  effect  is  another  question. 

My  doubt  of  course  was,  in  the  beginning, 
whether  in  taking  persons  of  this  description  and 
insisting  that  they  should  render  military  service 
we  could  go  so  far  as  to  liberate  other  persons 
connected  with  them.  That  was  a  very  serious 
difficulty.  But,  sir,  I  have  been  convinced  by  the 
argument  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  re-  ' 
ferred  that  we  can  do  anything  that  is  necessary 
to  be  done  in  order  to  accomplish  the  purpose  that 
we  have  in  view,  and  which  is  not  only  a  legal 
but  a  necessary  purpose — the  salvation  and  perpet- 
uation of  the  Republic.  Consequently  if  you  once 
establish  the  fact  that  in  order  to  effect  that  purpose 
you  must  free  certain  individuals  connected  with 
those  whom  you  want  to  place  in  the  military  ser- 
vice, I  see  no  difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  conclusion 
that  you  have  the  right  to  do  it;  and  of  that  fact, 
according  to  all  the  principles  of  legislation  that 
I  have  ever  heard  of  with  reference  to  such  mat- 
ters. Congress,  the  legislative  power,  must  be  the 
judge  in  the  first  instance.  We  decide  not  only 
upon  the  law  which  we  are  about  to  pass,  but  also 
upon  the  fact  and  the  necessity  which  excuses  the 
law. 

I  have  no  difficulty,  therefore,  in  voting  for  the 
proposition  contained  in  the  first  section  of  this 
amendment,  presuming  or  understanding  the  fact 
to  be  thatitis  necessary  in  order  to  accomplish  the 
purpose  we  have  in  view;  and  of  that  every  Sen- 
ator must  judge  for  himself,and  I, among  othersj 
must  judge  for  myself. 

I  have  had  some  difficulty,  however,  arising 
from  the  argument  that  has  been  adduced  that  the 
relations  of  husband  and  wife  and  parent  and  child 
were  not  recognized  among  the  class  of  persons 
of  whom  we  speak,  because  they  could  not  le- 
gally contract  marriage  under  the  laws  of  the 
slaveholding  States.  A  little  reflection,  iiowever, 
will  enable  us  to  remove  that  difficulty;  and  the 
argument  has  been  alluded  to  by  my  friend  from 
Michigan.  In  most  of  the  States,  and  in  most 
countries,  a  marriage  absolutely  solemnized  in  any 
given  form  recognized  by  the  parties  to  it,  and 
recognized  by  those  having  a  control  over  them, 
may  be  a  marriage  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and 
a  legal  marriage  in  its  effects,  although  not  strictly 
according  to  the  general  laws  of  the  State  or  coun- 
try applicable  to  such  subjects.  The  person  sol- 
emnizing the  marriage  may  commit  a  crime  or 
misdemeanor,  and  be  punished  for  it,  if  not  solem- 
nized according  to  the  provisions  of  law  oragainet 
the  provisions  of  law ;  and  yet  there  are  few  States 
in  this  Union,  I  presume,  that  hold  that  a  mar- 
riage solemnized  and  consummated  is  to  be  no 
marriage  simply  because  itis  notaccording  to  the 
legal  fmni.  That  is  not  usually  the  case.  Itmay 
be  so  in  some  of  the  States  for  aught  I  know.  I 
atri  not  familiar  with  the  particulars  of  the  laws 
on  that  subject. 

That  being  the  case  there  cannot  be  much  diffi- 
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cuUy,  I  a|)preliend,  in  arriving  at  tlie  fact,  hav- 
ing a  proper  tribunal  to  try  it,  who  is  recognized 
as  the  wife  of  the  individual  in  question,  and  who 
are  recognized  as  the  children  (^  the  individual  in 
question.  Take  a  plantation.  If  with  or  with- 
out (but  I  will  say  with,  because  it  is  usually 
with}  the  consent  of  the  master  a  man  and  woman 
have  lived  together  as  man  and  wife,  and  have 
been  recognized  by  the  master  and  byeachotiier 
as  man  and  wife,  and  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  there  will  be  very  little  difficulty  in  ascer- 
taining that  fact.  At  any  rate  we  should  recog- 
nize that  as  a  relation.  It  might  be  difficult  to 
ascertain  in  some  cases  whether  it  was  so  or  not; 
but  I  apprehend  there  would  be  very  little  diffi- 
culty about  it. 

It'  strikes  me,  however,  that  there  should  be 
some  provision  in  the  law  itself  by  which  the  fact 
could  be  ascertained.  Thisproposition  stops  hero, 
by  simply  saying  that  the  wife  and  children  of  the 
person  tlius  taken  into  the  service  shall  be  free; 
but  there  is  no  provision  by  which  that  can  be 
ascertained  in  any  way.  Isuggestto  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  whether  in  the  law 
itself  there  ought  not  to  be  some  provision  to  that 
effect  one  way  or  another.  Otherwise  it  leaves 
room  for  innumerable  and  boundless  disputes  and 
questions  which  may  have  to  be  settled  afterwards. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  say  thus  much  with  ref- 
erence to  my  own  opinion  on  the  subject  and  the 
change  which  my  general  opinions  have  under- 
gone, or  rather  the  mode  in  which  my  doubts  on 
the  subject  have  been  measurably  and  perhaps 
fully  removed. 

But  there  is  another  question  connected  with 
this  subject,  and  that  is  the  question  of  compen- 
sation. Gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  no  law 
would  be  constitutional  unless  we  provide  in  the 
law  itself  a  mode  of  compensation  for  the  prop- 
erty taken,  if  you  recognize  it  as  property.  I  do 
not  so  understand  it.  A  Government  in  its  ne- 
cessity may  take  property  if  it  needs  it  for  public 
uses.  The  moral  and  legal  and  constitutional  ob- 
ligation rests  upon  it  at  the  same  time,  taking 
property  in  its  general  sense,  to  provide  compen- 
sation for  the  property  thus  taken;  but  it  need 
not  be  done  at  the  time  that  it  is  taken,  and,  in 
point  of  fact,  it  very  seldom  is.  Much  that  is 
taken  not  under  any  law,  but  in  the  course  of  war- 
fare and  the  necessities  of  warfare,  is  very  seldom , 
hardly  ever,  perhaps  never, you  may  say, unless 
in  the  case  of  legislation,  provided  for  at  the  time. 
The  property  is  taken,  the  fact  is  established  after- 
wards, if  you  please,  and  compensation  is  pro- 
vided afterwards.  Therefore,  it  may  be,  in  my 
judgment,  perfectly  proper  and  perfectly  legal  to 
say  tliat  property,if  it  is  recognized  as  such,  may 
be  taken,  and  yet  you  may  leave  the  question  of 
compensation  open.  There  ia  no  such  thing  as 
a  suit  against  the  Government.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  q  mode  of  compelling  the  Government  to 
pay  under  our  system  and  others,  ours  particu- 
larly. It  is  an  obligation  which  it  is  presumed 
the  Government  will  perform,  and  perform  in  its 
own  way,  in  its  own  good  time,  in  a  just  time, 
when  it  gets  the  proper  information  necessary  to 
act  upon. 

I  am  opposed,  therefore,  in  this  bill,  to  provid- 
ing compensation  at  all,  or  any  provision  with 
regard  to  it.  I  wish  to  leave  that  question  open. 
I  wish  to  leave  it  open  for  several  reasons,  not 
only  in  this  bill  but  in  many  other  bills  that  it 
may  be  necessary  for  us  to  pass.  We  cannot,  as 
we  go  along,  provide  compensation  for  everything 
at  the  present  time.  We  have  nota  sufficient  ac- 
quaintance with  the  facts.  We  have  no  mode  of 
providing  proper  tribunals,  in  my  judgment, 
which  can,  upon  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
facts,  settle  all  these  questions  of  value.  They 
are  most  uncertain  at  the  present  time,  and  tliey 
must  necessarily  remain  uncertain.  We  cannot 
tell  what  a  day  or  an  hour  may  bring  forth.  One 
of  liiosc  women,  if  you  please,  regarding  her  as 
property,  may  to-day  be  considered  worth  so 
much,  and  lo-morrow,  especially  in  limes  like 
these,  she  may  be  worth  vastly  less  or  nothing  at 
all;  and  yot  we  undertake  to  provide  beforehand 
with  reference  to  the  very  question  of  compensa- 
tion, to  make  a  burden  upon  our  Treasury  at  a 
time  when  it  is  least  able  to  meet  it. 

Mr.JOriNSON.  The  value  to  be  ascertained 
at  rlie  time  of  the  public  appropriation. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Yes,  sir;  and  yet  the  facts 
cxi.sting  at  that  very  time  may  not  be  all  known. 


Mr.  JOHNSON.     That  is  another  question. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  what  I  say;  and 
you  cannot,  until  the  condition  of  the  country  be- 
comes more  settled  than  it  is  now,  arrive  at  any 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  facts  that  will  enable' 
you  to  fix  this  compensation. 

Sir,  we  always  go  to  the  maximum  in  most 
things,  and  in  this  as  well  as  others,  when  we  pro- 
vide any  fixed  sum foranything.  The  enrollment 
bill  provided  for  the  payment  of  $100  in  one  case 
and  ^300  in  another,  and  it  may  be  presuined  that 
it  will  go  to  that  amount  if  you  get  an  aljle-bodied 
man ;  and  yet  I  suppose  in  the  State  of  Maryland 
at  the  present  time,  if  you  were  to  pay  sJSOO  for 
an  able-bodied  slave  you  would  pay  twice  as 
much  as  he  is  worth. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     No  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Not  at  all;  and  yetgen- 
tlemen  will  insist  on  fixing  these  sums,  and  these 
sums  arc  probably  what  we  shall  be  obliged  to 
pay  under  any  commission  that  may  be  appointed. 
Therefore  T  say  that  now  in  the  present  state  of 
things  in  this  country,  with  our  ignorance  neces- 
sarily of  what  a  day  or  an  hour  may  bring  forth 
with  reference  to  the  value  of  this  property,  if  you 
call  it  property,  or  any  other,  and  with  the  bur- 
dens that  are  already  on  our  Treasury  from  day 
to  day  that  we  must  meet,  and  not  knowing  in 
fact  what  we  have  got  to  ivieet  and  what  the  ex- 
tent of  those  burdens  may  be,  I  am  opposed  en- 
tirely to  making  any  definite  provision  with  regard 
to  the  ascertainment  and  payment  at  the  present 
time  at  the  Treasury  of  indefinite  sums,  when  we 
cannot  tell  by  any  possibility  what  we  are  to  meet. 
The  very  illustration  and  calculation  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  showed  that  you  do  not 
know  and  cannot  know  or  infer  what  you  are  to 
do.  All  questions  of  this  kind  must  necessarily 
be  settled  deliberately,  when  the  condition  of  the 
country  is  such  that  you  can  ascertain  the  facts 
and  know  what  their  precise  value  is  at  the  time 
taken.  You  may  take  a  slave  to-day,  and  I  defy 
any  man  to  tell  what  he  is  worth  in  the  present 
state  of  things  in  the  country;  and  yet  if  you  un- 
dertake to  do  the  thing  to-day  you  must  do  it  on 
some  basis  or  other,  and  are  quite  as  likely  to  as- 
sume, in  ignorance  of  any  other,  the  very  highest 
mark  that  is  given  in  order  to  reach  that  value. 

Sir,  it  is  bad  policy  in  any  point  of  view.  In 
the  first  place,  we  are  assuming  to  settle  certain 
questions.  We  settle  here  off-hand  upon  the  ab- 
stract question  of  ]iroperty,  which,  permit  me  to 
say,  I  am  not  prepared  to  settle,  although  I  have 
been  obliged  to  vote  upon  it  in  some  cases  and  to 
vote  .with  the  best  light  I  had.  You  must  then 
settle  to-day  in  the  hurry  of  this  legislation  the 
value  of  the  property,  and  you  must  settle  an- 
other thing,  as  you  do  in  all  these  questions,  when 
you  pass  these  bills:  we  have  got  to  meet  them 
at  the  Treasury,  burdened  as  it  is  at  the  present 
moment. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Wilson]  occasionally  favors  us  withaspeecJi  on 
finance;  and  the  burden  of  his  speech  always  is 
that  the  question  of  money  lies  at  the  very  found- 
ation of  this  war;  and  yet  when  an  idea  of  this 
sort  is  started  he  seems  to  forget  there  is  any 
money  in  it  or  that  there  is  to  be  any  limit,  and 
he  cares  not  for  the  limit.  At  any  rate,  he  does 
not  seem  to  know  what  the  limit  is,  or  to  inquire, 
or  to  provide  any  mode  by  which  it  is  really  to 
be  ascertained  on  any  correct  principle.  I  want 
to  hold  him  to  one  thing  or  another.  His  finan- 
cial ideas  are  correct  so  far  as  I  can  judge  with 
reference  to  what  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all,  and 
the  necessity  of  great  economy.  The  question 
of  economy  mustenter  into  everything,  this  ques- 
tion as  well  as  others,  in  so  far  as  it  docs  not  check 
the  exercise  of  a  proper  humanity  and  the  doing 
of  that  which  is  necessary  to  be  done  before  the 
country  and  before  God,  in  order  to  justify  our- 
selves to  the  world  and  to  the  Ruler  of  the  uni- 
verse; short  of  that  we  must  look  into  the  ques- 
tion of  money  on  all  matters  that  arise. 

Allow  me  "to  say,  sir,  that  I  am  not  quite  pre- 
pared to  yield  all  the  force  which  other  gentlemen 
do  when  they  talk  about  [)lcdgcs  that  have  been 
given  with  reference  to  paying  for  property  of 
this  dcscri]ition.  I  remember  that  there  was  a 
message  sent  to  us  by  the  Presidentof  the  United 
Slates  not  very  long  ago  in  which  he  recommended 
the  jiassage  of  some  resolution  or  other — I  forget 
precisely  the  shape  it  assumed — declaring  that  if 
certain  States  owning  slaves  would  emancipate 


their  slaves  the  Uni led  Slates  ought  to  make  com- 
pensation. We  passed  that,  I  think,  in  the  shape 
of  a  resolution.  I  remember  saying  at  the  lime 
that  I  acceded  to  that.  I  was  willing  to  pass  a 
resolution  that  the  United  Stales  ought  to  make 
compensation.  I  did  not  believe  at  that  time  that 
Congress  had  any  power  to  emancipate  slaves 
under  any  general  power  in  the  Constitution  dis- 
connected with  the  necessary  exercise  of  what  arc 
called  the  war  powers,  according  to  our  usual 
mode  of  speech,  unless  authority  should  be  given 
them  by  those  who  framed  the  Constitution  or 
those  who  had  a  right  to  amend  it  should  confer 
the  power.  1  said  I  would  vote  for  it  in  the  care- 
ful terms  in  which  it  was  worded.  But,  sir,  I  re- 
served to  myself  the  consideration  of  the  question 
what  that  compensation  was  to  be,  how  far  any 
compensation  was  due  or  might  be  due  with  ref- 
erence to  all  those  matters.  '  1  said  I  was  not  pre- 
pared to  start  off  in  the  beginning  and  say  that 
Congress  had  taken  that  burden  on  themselves, 
and  to  have  it  thrown  jn  my  face  every  time  a 
proposition  of  this  sort  or  anything  connected 
with  this  subject  or  one  implying  compensation 
was  under  consideration,  that  I  was  bound  to  take 
it  on  the  instant,  and  not  with  reference  to  ques- 
tions of  that  description,  but  upon  questions  of 
far  different  description  where  we  were  exercising 
an  unquestioned  power.  I  wish  to  reiterate  the 
caveat  that  I  then  entered  with  regard  to  my  own 
action  if  I  live  and  am  in  public  life  at  the  time 
action  is  called  for  on  any  question  of  that  de- 
scription. I  say,  therefore,  that  while  I  believe 
this  particular  section  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
provide  some  proper  mode  of  ascertaining  the  fact 
with  reference  to  the  domestic  relations  of  the  per- 
sons described  in  it 

Mr.  BROWN.  If  the  Senator  will  permit  me 
for  a  moment,  I  will  suggest  whether  that  cannot 
be  as  well  made  a  matter  of  regulation  under  the 
Department;  whether  it  would  not  be  better  that 
it  should  be  made  a  matter  of  regulation  under 
the  Department;  because  we  have  now  a  large 
branch  of  the  service  which  is  devoted  t»  the  su- 
pervision of  colored  recruits  and  of  their  affairs; 
provost  marshals  dealing  with  them,  provost  mar- 
shals recruiting  them,  who  are  perfectly  compe- 
tent at  the  time  these  soldiers  are  recruited  to 
take  the  evidence,  and  determine  also  the  fact  as 
to  their  families,  their  wives,  and  their  children. 
I  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  simpler  and 
better  to  remit  that  matter  to  the  War  Office  than 
to  undertake  to  regulate  it  by  specific  laws  here? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  have  not  a  very  un- 
questioning and  illimitable  faith  in  the  capacity 
and  wisdom  of  all  persons  employed  as  provost 
marshals  under  the  Government.  I  have  seen  some 
specimens  that  did  not  impress  me  so  strongly  as 
they  might.  I  do  not,  however,  deny  but  it  may 
be  possible  and  perhaps  not  difficult  for  the  War 
Department  to  frame  the  proper  regulations  for 
ascertaining  the  fact;  but  I  will  say  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  that  it  is  not  customary  to  leave 
questions  of  that  sort,  which  are  properly  ques- 
tions of  legislation ,  to  the  Executive  Departments. 
Usually,  in  passing  laws  upon  such  subjects, 
where  we  find  that  a  matter  needs  regulation  and 
it  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  detail,  but  a  matter  of 
judgment  and  principle.  Congress  fixes  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  action  is  to  be  predicated. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  whether 
that  is  not  already  left  as  a  matter  of  regulation 
to  the  War  Department  in  regard  to  the  wives 
and  children  of  persons  claimed  by  disloyal  per- 
sons? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  know  precisely 
the  terms  of  the  act.     I  do  not  recollect. 

Mr.  BROWN.     My  impression  is  that  that  is 

tnG  CflSG 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  remembeV  the 
exact  terms  of  the  act  on  that  subject.  It  strikes 
me  we  shall  have  to  make  appropriations  on  that 
subject,  and  it  must  come  before  us  in  some  meas- 
ure. 

I  am  not  very  strenuous  about  it.  1  shall  vote 
for  thisproposition  dissevered  from  the  question 
of  compensation,  let  it  stand  as  it  may;  but  I  sug- 
gest to  my  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts 
and  I  suggest  to  the  Senate  that  in  my  judgment 
it  would  be  very  much  wiser  to  take  a  little  lime 
to  deliberate  on  this  subject,  and  provide  specific- 
ally the  principles  upon  which  the  question  of  this 
.domestic  relationship  shall  be  determined;  be- 
cause I  think  it  ought  to  be  done.     It  is  unsafe 
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to  leave  it  to  regulations  wliich  wo  (Jo  not  have  a 
hand  in  malting,  because  there  is  no  knowing  how 
extensive  it  mtiy  be. 

1  do  not  know  (hat  I  wish  to  add  anything  to 
wjiat  1  have  said.  Genilcmcn  have  asked  me 
questions,  and  as  I  do  not  possess  a  groat  deal  of 
presence  of  mind  in  these  uays,  it"  I  designed  to 
say  anything  else  I  have  forgotten  it,  and  prob- 
ably what  a  man  forgets  is  not  worth  saying. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  was  about  to  suggest  that 
perhaps  we  had  better  taice  a  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion of  wliethir  tlie  bill  should  be  committed  or 
not,  so  that  we  can  then  go  on  and  debate  it  if  tlje 
Senate  refuse  to  recommit  it.  It  appears  to  me 
we  had  lietter  determine  that  question  fir.st. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  sup|iose  it  is  not  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Senate  to  conclude  this  bill  to-day. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  business  on  tlie  table  that 
I  tiiink  requires  an  executive  session;  and  I  move 
that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  Ijusiness. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  'If  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Maryland  will  allow  rue  I  should  like  to 
take  up  a  bill  that  will  take  but  a  few  moments, 
and  which  it  is  necessary  should  be  acted  on  before 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill  comes  to  us.  It  is 
a  bill  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs  in  California.  I 
think  it  will  take  but  a  few  minutes  to  dispose  of 
it;  and  I  will  ask  the  honorable  Senator  to  give 
■way,  and  allow  me  to  take  up  thtrt  bill.  It  is 
Senate  bill  No.  80.  " 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  withdraw  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  to  commit  the  Lull  before  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WILSON.  '  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land to  allow  me  to  tnake  a  motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  is 
obliged  to  remind  the  Senate  that  there  is  a  ques- 
tion now  pending  before  the  Senate,  and  it  should 
be  disposed  of.  • 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  question  is  on  the  mo- 
tion to  go  into  executive  session. 

TheVRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thatraotion, 
if  put,  will  of  course  dispose  of  the  pending  ques- 
tion, but  the  Chair  understood  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  to  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  JOHNSOxN-.     I  did. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  And  I  make  a  motion  to 
postpone  all  prior  orders  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  the  bill  which  I  have  indicated.  It  will  take 
but  a  few  moments,  and  it  is  necessary  to  act  upon 
it  before  the  appropriation  bill  comes  in. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  (S.  No.  80)  to  provide  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  Indian  aftairs  in  California. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  As  the  bill,  on  consulta- 
tion with  the  honorable  Senator  from  California 
[Mr.  CoNNEss]  who  introduced  it,  has  been  con- 
sidered by  tlie  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  and 
a  substitute  hns  been  offered  by  them  to  the  en- 
tire bill,  if  it  will  meet  his  approbation  I  will  ask 
that  the  substitute  only  be  read.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  to  read  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     Certainly. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  reading 
of  the  original  bill  will  be  dispensed  with,  if  there 
be  no  objection,  and  the  Secretary  will  read  the 
substitute  reported  by  the  committee. 

Tlie  Si'cretary  read  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  strike  out  all  of  the  original  bill  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  the  following 
in  lieu  thereof: 

Tliat  from  anil  after  tin;  l.-t  day  of  April,  A.  D.  186i,llie 
State  of  (.'aliforina  sliall,  for  ln(li:iii  |)iir|)(i>(.'s,  cdiistinite 
one  »u peri iilc:nili:ncy,liirvvli jell  tlnTi-  sii:ill  l)ca|][)oiiiir(l  liy 
the  President  ol  the  Dnitod  .Stales,  by  airil  wiili  i\\<-  advice 
and  coiiBt'iil  of  llio  Sinatc,  a  HiipcriiilcMidcrit  (if  Indian  af- 
fairs for  said  sijprrintrndenoy,  ai  a  salary  (ir.*;j,fi(l()  poiaii- 
nuMi,  who  shall  reside  at  a  ponit  wiiliin  said'  .Stali;,  to  be 
BClnctfd  by  llie  Hircrt-lary  of  llic  liiH-rinr,  and  wlio,  upon 
cmr-inlng  a  bond,  upon  snrh  f  rni~  and  sncli  sum  a^  jnay 
be  prcMTiliiii!  by  the  i^i'crrnry  nl  Uic  Inlciior,  and  lalilnj,' 
tlio  usual  iiaili  of  oincc,  tihall  tiavr  nndfr  his  control  and 
lunnaiii-ninnt,  iji  like  manner  and  .sulijcet  to  lilji;  rnlcs  and 
rcijiilations  us  are  prescribed  for  superintendents  of  oilier 
snpirinti'ndeneieHjthcIndianriand  Indian  rnserval  Ions  that 
are  or  may  hcreafnrbeisiatili^liedlii  said  Slate:  I'roriilal, 
That  the  Hiiperintciiilent  shall  he  aulliorlzed  to  appoint  a 
clerU,  at  a  eompen-ation  not  lo  exceed  ,'5-|,5(Jl>  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  ^7ti</  he  ilfurlhcr  enacted,  That  there  sliall  bo  set 
Apart  byllie  I*residenl,aiid  at  liisdisorellon,  not  exceeding 
lour  trails  of  land,  within  rhe  liniltM  of  paid  State,  to  be 
rctnliied  by  the  Uniled  Stales  for  the  |ilirposes  of  Indlai^' 
reservaiidns,  «  liiili  sliall  lie  of  siiiiahle  i-x'lenl  for  tlw  ao,- 
cmiiniiidulioii  of  the  Indiann  uf  ^aid  Slate,  and  shall  be  lo- 


cated as  remote  from  white  settlements  as  may  be  found 
practicable,  havini;  due  regard  lo  Uielr  adaptation  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  Inlendod:  Provided,  That  at 
least  one  of  said  tracts  shall  be  located  in  what  has  here- 
tofore been  known  as  the  northern  district:  And  provided 
further.  That  if  it  shall  be  found  inipracticalile  to  establish 
iIk!  reservations  herein  contemplated  without  embracing 
improvements  made  within  their  limits  by  white  persons 
lawlully  there,  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  au- 
tljori/,eil  and  empowered  to  crintract  for  the  purchase  of 
such  improvemeuis,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  a  fair  valua- 
tion thereof,  to  be  made  under  his  direction.  Butno  sueh 
contract  shall  be  valid,  nor  any  money  paid  thereon,  until, 
upon  a  reportof  said  contract  and  of  said  valuation  to  Con- 
gress, the  same  shall  be  approved  and  Ihe  money  appropri- 
ated by  law  for  that  purpose:  And  provided  further,  That 
said  tracts  to  be  set  apart  as  aforesaid  may,  or  may  not,  as 
in  the  discretion  of  the  President  may  be  deemed  for  the 
best  interests  o'f  the  Indians  to  be  provided  for,  include  any 
of  the  Indian  reservations  heretofore  set  apart  in  said  Stale, 
and  tliat  in  case  any  such  reservation  is  so  included,  the 
same  may  be  enlarged  to  such  an  extent  as  in  the  opinion 
of  the  President  maybe  necessary,  in  order  toils  complete 
adaptation  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  intended. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfiirther  enacted,  That  the  severallndian 
reservations  in  California  which  shall  not  be  retained-for 
the  purposes  of  Indian  reservations  under  the  provisions  of 
the  precedingseelionof  this  act,  shall,  bythe(;omniissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  be  surveyed  into  lots  or  parcels  of 
suitable  size,  and  as  far  as  practicable  in  conformity  to  the 
surveys  of  the  public  lands,  which  said  lots  shall  under  his 
direction  be  appraised  by  disinterested  persons  at  their  cash 
value,  and  shall  thereupon,  after  due  advertisement  as  now 
provided  by  law  in  ease  of  other  public  lands,  be  offered  for 
sale  at  public  outcry,  and  thence  afterwards  shall  be  held 
subject  to  sale  at  private  entry,  according  to  such  regula- 
tions as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  prescribe  :  Pro- 
vided, That  no  lot  shall  be  disposed  of  at  less  than  the 
appraised  value,  nor  at  less  than  ■'J'l  25  per  acre  :  And  pro- 
vided farther.  That  said  sale  shall  be  conducted  by  the  re- 
gister and  receiver  of  the  land  office  in  the  district  in  which 
such  reservation  or  reservations  may  be  situated,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  instructionsof  the  Department  regulating  the 
sale  of  public  lands. 

Sec.  4.  And  le  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anUiorized,  by  and 
Willi  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  an 
Indian  agent  for  each  of  the  reservations  which  shall  bees- 
tablislied  under  Ihe  prnvisionsofthis act, which  said  agent 
shall  reside  upon  the  reservation  for  which  he  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, and  shall  discharge  all  the  duties  now  or  hereafter 
lo  be  required  of  Indian  agents  by  law,  or  by  rules  and  reg- 
ulations adopted,  or  to  he  adopted,  for  the  n^gulaliou  of  the 
Indian  service,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable.  Each 
of  the  agents  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall,  before  entering 
upon  tlie  duties  of  his  office,  give  bond  in  such  penalties 
and  with  sueli  conditions  and  sucli  security  as  the  President 
or  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  require,  and  shall  hold  his 
offieo  for  the  term  of  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by 
the  President,  and  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  at  the 
rate  of  $1,800. 

Sec.  .5.  And  lie  it  fiLrther  enacted ,  That  tlicre  may  be  ajV- 
pointed,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  for  each  of  said 
reservations,  if  in  llio  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior the  welfare  of  said  Indians  shall  require  it,  one  physi- 
cian, one  blacksmith,  one  assistant  blaeksmith,  one  farmer, 
and  one  carpenter,  who  shall  each  rec'cive  compensation 
at  rates  lo  be  determined  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  per  nionth. 

Sec.  6.  And  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  hereafter,  when 
it  shall  become  necessary  to  survey  any  Indian  or  other 
reservations,  or  any  lands,  tlie  same  shall  be  surveyed  under 
the  direction  and  control  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and 
as  nearly  as  may  be  in  conformity  to  the  rules  and  reguha- 
tions  under  which  other  public  lands  are  surveyed. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted ,  That  all  Indian  agents 
shall  reside  at  theii-  respective  agencies,  and  shall  in  no 
case  be  permitted  to  visit  the  city  of  Washington  except 
when  orilered  to  do  so  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs. And  it  is  hereby  made  tlieduty  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioner to  report  all  cases  of  tlie  violation  of  this  section  to 
the  President,  with  the  request  that  the  ag4mts  disregarding 
the  provisions  herein  contained  be  at  once  removed  Irom 
office. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Th.at  all  acts  or  parts 
of  acts  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  repealed;  and  all  offices  and  employ- 
ments connected  with  Indian  affairs  in  California,  not  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  abolished. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  1  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section  of  the  amendment  of  the 
coiYimittee.  I  move,  in  the  twentieth  line  of  that 
Section,  to  strike  out  the  word  "fifteen,"  and  to 
insert  "  eighteen."  As  it  now  stands,  it  provides 
as  a  compensation  for  the  clerk  of  the  superintend- 
ent a  salary  of  !jjl,50n  per  annum.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  this  bill  proposi.'s  economy  in  the 
Indian  affairs  of  California.  We  have  now  two 
superintendencies  in  that  State,  with  all  Iheir  ma- 
chinery. This  bill  proposes  one,  and  one  only, 
for  the  entire  S(al,e;  ana  I  may  as  well  say  hero 
that  up  to  this  time,  as  elsewhere,  perhaps,  the 
Indian  affairs  of  California  have  not  been  as  widl 
managed  as  they  should  be.  It  ia  mydesireand 
disposition  in  whatever  I  shall  have  to  do,  either 
in  recommending  officers  orufterwards  in  observ- 
ing how  they  execute  their  duties,  to  sec  to  it  that 
there  shall  be  iniproveminit  hereafter. 

The  one  superintc^ndenl  now  propo.sed  is  to  in- 
clude the  entire  State,  a  State  a  tliousand  miles  in 
extent.   I'he  superintendent  will  have  a  great  deal 


of  work  to  do.  He  will  have  necessarily  to  travel 
and  visit  the  reservations.  There  can  be  no  busi- 
ness of  that  kind  correctly  conducted  without 
watchfulness  on^he  part  of  him  who  superintends 
it.  The  provision  here  lo  pay  the  clerk  of  the 
superintendent  $1,500  a  year,  which,  it  will  bere- 
meriibered,  is  to  be  paid  in  legal-tender  notes,  now 
at  a  discount  of  forty  cents  on  the  dollar,  is  a  very 
slender  provision.  That  clerk  will  have  to  be  equal 
to  the  superintendent  in  his  ability  to  perform  the 
business  of  the  office.  The  change  I  suggest  is 
$1,800  in  place  of  §1,500,  which  will  still  make  it 
a  very  small  salary.  1  hope  that  will  be  done, 
and  I  move  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted.  I  have  no  pailicular  feeling 
about  it,  but  1  think  the  committee,  in  fixing 
§1,500,  which  is  considerably  more  than  the  clerks 
of  the  superintendents  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try receive 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Will  you  not  make  any  al- 
lowance for  the  increased  cost  of  living  with  us.' 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  We  have  made  some  al- 
lowance. We  have  advanced  this  salary  some 
three  or  four  hundred  dollarsmore  than  any  other 
'clerk  to  a  superintendent  in  the  United  States  re- 
ceives. 1  think  that  is  adequate  to  even  the  ad- 
ditional expense  of  living  in  California  over  the 
other  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  will  not  discuss  this  amend- 
ment. I  did  not  think  there  would  be  an  objec- 
tion to  it.  The  Senator  does  not  seem  to  take  into 
consideration  that  money  in  the  West  is  not  money 
in  the  extreme  West;  that  the  legal-tender  notes 
in  which  this  officer  is  to  be  paid,  as  well  as  all 
our  officers  in  that  State,  now  are  at  a  reduction 
of  forty  cents  on  the  dollar.  I  do  not  desire  and 
1  have  introduced  no  bill  here  to  provide  for  mak- 
ing up  that  loss  to  our  officers.  Ills  the  incidental 
result  of  the  relation  of  war.  I  only  ask  to  have 
it  in  this  case  partially  done.  The  salary  of  the 
officer,  if  this  increase  be  made,  will  be  about  twelve 
hundred  dollars  in  the  currency  of  the  State. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  waived  the  motion  which 
I  made  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business  under  the  belief  that  this  bill  would 
pass  without  debate.  I  move  now  that  the  bill  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  that  we  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  If  the  honorable  Senator 
will  lYiove  to  go  into  executive  session  without 
moving  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  t.able,  it  will  come 
up  as  unfinished  business  on  Monday  morning, 
and  then  we  can  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  suggest  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maryland  that  this  is  the  only 
amendment  that  I  propose  to  offer,  and  I  do  not 
think  there  will  be  any  further  discussion. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  suggest  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  California  that  there  are  gentleiiien 
who  desire  to  have  a  brief  statement  of  what  the 
changes  produced  by  this  bill  are,  and  we  shall 
save  time  if  we  let  it  pass  over  until  Monday 
morning. 

Mr.  CONNESS.    All  right. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  move  then  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  some  time 
spent  in  the  consideration  of  executive  business, 
the  doors  were  reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  18,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer  by 

Rev.  Dr.  Marics. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

MINES  AND  MINERALS. 

Mr.  BENNET.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill  in  relation  to  mines 
and  minerals  on  the  public  domains.  I  also  ask 
to  have  it  printed.  It  is  a  bill  on  an  important 
suliject,  and  has  been  carefully  prepared. 

There  was  no  objection;  and   the  bill  was  in- 
troduced, read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered 
lo  be  priiitetl.        , 
MARSHAL  01''  WESTERN  DISTRICT  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  West  Virginia.  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  take  from  the  Spe'aker's  table 
the  bill  laid  there  on  motion  of  the  genikinan  from 
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Maryland  [Mr.  Thomas]  in  reference  to  the  com- 
pensation of  the  marshal  of  the  western  district 
of  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  referred 
back  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WASHBQRNE,  of  Illinois.  I  do  not  ob- 
ject if  it  is  agreed  that  itshall  not  be  brought  back 
on  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  West  Virginia.   I  agree  to  that. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

HOMESTEAD  LAW. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  business  in 
order  to  be  Senate  bill  No.  60,  amendatory  of  the 
homestead  law, and  for  other  purposes,  the  pend- 
ing question  being  on  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  [Mr.  HoLMAN,]  as  follows: 
Amend  the  fifth  section  by  adding  the  following  proviso  : 
Provided,  however.  That  any  private  soldier  or  seaman 
who  shall  have  served  in  tlie  military  or  naval  serviee  of 
the  United  States  for  the  period  of  two  years  shall  be  en- 
titled to  thobenefitsof  this  act  without  payment  of  any  fees 
whatever,  and  shall,  so  soon  as  he  may  settle  on  a  home- 
stead selection,  be  entitled  to  a  patent  therefor. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  This  is  private  bill  day,  and 
I  sugg:est  that  we  have  a  call  of  the  committees 
for  private  business. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  1  ask  that  we  shall  first  dis- 
pose of  this  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Before  the  gentleman  calls 
for  the  previous  question  I  give  notice  that  I  have 
a  modification  of  my  amendment  to  propose. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "that,"  and  in  lieu  thereof 
insert  as  follows : 

All  lands  and  other  real  property  not  included  within  the 
limits  of  any  city,  town,  or  village,  against  which  proceed- 
ings in  rem  shall  be  instituted  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and  rebel- 
lion, to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels,  and  for 
otherpurposes,  approved  July  17, 1862,  and  the  acts  amend- 
atory thereof,  shall,  upon  the  rendering  of  final  decrees  of 
condemnation,  be  certified,  over  the  seal  of  the  court  so 
condenniing,  by  the  clerk  thereof,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior;  and  thereafter  the  said  lands  shall  be  regarded 
and  treated  in  all  respects  as  part  of  the  unappropriated 
public  lands  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  restrictions 
and  regulations  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  lands  and 
other  real  property  not  included  within  the  limits  of  any 
'city,  town,  or  village,  which  may  be  hereafter  sold  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  collection  of  direct  taxes  in 
insurrectionary  districts  within  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  June  7, 1862,  and  the  acts  amend- 
atory thereof,  and  all  such  lands  in  Insurrectionary  districts 
wliicli  may  be  hereafter  sold  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  to  provide  internal  revenue  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment and  to  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,  approved  July 
1,  1862,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof,  shall  be  bid  oft' to 
the  United  States  at  the  minimum  price  mentioned  in  said 
acts,  and  the  person  or  persons  having  lawful  charge  of 
such  sale  or  sales  shall  thereafter  transmit  a  duly  executed 
certificate  of  sale,  or  deed,  together  with  a  certified  tran- 
script of  his  or  their  proceedings  in  connection  therewith, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Intertor,  and  thereafter  the  said 
lands  shall  be  regarded  and  tretffed  as  part  of  the  public  do- 
main, as  provided  for  In  the  previous  section  of  this  act, 
subject,  however,  to  the  right  of  redemption,  as  provided 
for  ill  the  acts  aforesaid  and  the  amendments  thereto. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  upon  the  receipt 
of  the  aforesaid  certificates  or  deeds  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  it  shall  immediately  thereafter  be  the  duty  of 
the  oflicials  to  be  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  act 
to  cause  the  said  lands,  thus  cerlified  or  deeded  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  to  be  surveyed  and  divided  as  near  as  may  be 
into  forty-acre  lots  or  tracts,  except  in  cases  where  official 
surveys  have  already  been  made  by  the  United  States, lind 
the  plats  iBereofare  duly  on  file  in  the  proper  Department; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  ofthe  President  ofthe  United  States, 
by  and  wuh  the  advice  and  consent  ofthe  Senate  thereof, 
to  appoint  and  commission  all  such  officers  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  execute  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  such  offi- 
cers shall  receive  the  same  coinpeiisation  as  is  now  by  law 
allowed  to  similar  officers  under  the  general  land  system 
ol  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after 
the  date  of  the  receipt  of  the  aforesaid  ccnificates  or  deeds 
by  the  becretary  of  the  Interior,  all  persons  who  have 
Btryed,  or  may  hoiioiahly  serve,  in  the  Army  or  Navy  ofthe 
United  States  lor  two  years  during  the  present  rebellion, 
and  a  I  persons  who  have  been  or  shall  be  discharged  theie- 
ironi  by  reason  of  wounds  received  or  disease  contracted 
therein,  shall  be  entiiled  to  enter  eighty  acres,  or  a  less 
quantity,  ol  said  unappropriated  public  laiid.s,  certified  or 
deeded  as  alorementioned.  In  conformitv  to  the  provislona 
of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  secure  hoincsteads  to  actual 
settlers  on  the  public  domain,"  approved  iMay  20  1862- 
and  all  persons  who,  during  the  present  rebellion,  have 
rendered,  or  shall  render,  honorable  service  to  the  United 


States  as  soldiers  or  sailors  in  the  Army  or  Navy  thereof, 
or  as  laborers  therein,  shall  be  entitled  to  enter  forty  acres 
of  said  unappropriated  public  lands,  ci^rtified  or  deeded  as 
aforementioned,  in  coiiliiimity  to  the  provisions  ofthe  act 
aforesaid,  to  secure  homesteads  to  actual  settlers. 

Sec.  5.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  said  lands 
shall  have  been  subject  to  homestead  entry,  as  before  spe- 
cified, for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years,  all  such  lands 
then  being  vacant,  or  whieli  may  have  been  forfeited  by 
abandonment  for  more  than  six  months  at  one  time,  shall 
be  offered  at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  in  quarter- 
quarter  sections  or  fractional  quarter-quarter  sections: 
Provided,  That  no  sales  shall  be  made  for  a  less  price  than 
$1  25  per  acre :  ^nd  provided  further,  That  no  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  enter  more  than  a  half  quarter  or  fractional 
half  quarter  section  of  said  lands:  Jind  provided  further. 
That  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  patent  for  any 
of  said  lands  except  upon  proof  of  compliance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  preemption  act  of  September  4,  1841, 
wliicli  specify  the  qualifications  of  a  preemptor,  and  settle- 
ment and  cultivation,  and  except  upon  his  subscribing  an 
oath  of  loyalty  in  the  form  and  manner  required  by  existing 
laws:  ^nd  provided  further ,  That  all  persons  so  purchas- 
ing at  public  sale,  who  shall  fail  to  make  the  proof  required 
within  one  year  from  the  day  of  such  public  sale,  without 
reasons  therefor  satisfactory  to  the  officer  charged  with  the 
execution  of  this  act,  shall  forfeit  all  right  and  title  to  said 
lands,  and  the  same  shall  thereal'ter  revert  to  the  United 
States,  and  be  subject  to  the  provisions  next  hereinafter 
enacted. 

Sec.  6.  ^ndbe  it  further  enacted.  That  such  lands  as 
shall  not  be  entered  by  homestead,  nor  be  bid  off  at  the 
public  sales,  or  which  shall  revert  to  the  United  States  as 
aforesaid,  shall  thereafter  be  subject  to  homestead  entries 
by  the  parties  to  whom  such  privileges  have  been  hereto- 
fore granted  by  this  act.  or  to  preemption  entries  by  all 
parties :  Provided,  That  no  patent  shall  issue  for  any  of 
said  entries  until  the  party  applying  therefor  shall  file  an 
oath  of  loyalty  in  accordance  with  existing  laws. 

Sec.  7.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  lands 
shall  be  entered,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  upon  which 
any  buildings,  shops,  fences,  or  other  permanent  improve- 
ments, or  any  agricultural  implements  or  household  furni- 
ture shall  be  situated,  the  same  shall  be  appraised  by  three 
disinterested  persons,  to  be  appointed  by  the  officer  to  be 
hereafter  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  act,  at  such 
compensation  and  under  such  regulations  as  he  may  pre- 
scribe; and  the  value  of  such  buildings,  shops,  fences,  im- 
provements, agricultural  implements,  and  household  fur- 
niture so  determined,  together  with  the  actual  or  approx- 
imate cost  to  the  United  Slates  of  the  condemnation,  or 
purchase,  survey,  appraisement,  and  sale  of  said  lands, 
shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  ofthe  United  States  within 
the  period  of  five  years,  in  such  installments  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  may  prescribe,  by  the  person  entering 
the  land  upon  which  the  same  may  be  situated,  and  the 
value  so  determined  shall  constitute  a  lien  in  favor  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  land,  and  upon  all  the  improve- 
ments, fixtures,  and  appurtenances  thereof,  whether  the 
same  shall  be  found  thereon  at  the  time  ofenteiing  the  land, 
or  shall  be  siiiisequeiitly  placed  thereon  by  the  person  en- 
tering the  same. 

Sec.  8.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  the  construc- 
tion of  this  act  no  distinction  sliall  be  made  on  account  of 
color  or  race,  but  the  privilegesof  this  act  shall  be  enjoyed 
equally  by  all  persons  entitled  by  its  terms  and  provisions 
to  participate  in  the  same  ;  and  in  case  of  tlie  death  ofthe 
person  entering  lands  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
required  proof  and  payments  may  be  irfflde  by  his  execu- 
tor, admi!iistrator,.widow,  or  one  or  more  of  his  heirs. 

Sec.  9.  ^nrf  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Commis- 
sioner ofthe  General  Land  Office  be,  and  is  hereby,  charged 
with  the  execution  of  tlie  provisions  of  this  act,  subject  to 
the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Sec.  10.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  oftliis  act  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
that  it  is  not  in  order  to  move  as  an  amendment 
a  bill  pending  in  the  House.  But  I  will  waive 
my  point  until  after  my  colleague  has  been  heard. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Forney,  its  Secretary,  notifying  the  House 
that  that  body  had  passed  a  bill  ofthe  House 
(No.  302)  to  eimend  section  nine  of  the  act  ap- 
proved July  17,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  define 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Army,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  he  was  tlirccted  to  ask  the  con- 
currence of  the  House;  also,  that  that  body  had 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  in  which  he 
was  directed  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House: 

An  act  (No.  54)  to  incorporate  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and 

An  act  (N^.  155)  to  incorporate  the  Union  Gas- 
Light  Company  ofthe  District  of  Columbia. 

BATTLE  OF  CIIATTANOOQA. 
Mr.  WASflBURNE,  of  Illinois.    I  understand 
that  the  rcoort  of  General  Grant  of  the  battle  of 


Chattanooga  is  ready  for  transmission  to  this 
House,  and  I  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  fur- 
nish to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Major  General  U. 
S.  Grant  ofthe  battle  of  Chattanooga,  and  also  the  reports 
of  subordinate  commanders  in  said  battle. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  resolution  waa 
received  and  adopted. 

HOMESTEAD  LAW AGAIN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Senate 
bill  No.60,amendatory  of  the  homestead  law,  and 
for  other  purposes,  and  the  amendments  thereto. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  during  the  past 
month  I  prepared  and  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  a  bill  to  provide  home- 
steads for  persons  in  the  military  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  Unitad  States  on  the  forfeited  and 
confiscated  lands  of  rebels.  The  bill  was  recom- 
mitted and  printed;  and  my  purpose  was  to  discuss  ' 
its  provisions  under  the  general  call  of  commit- 
tees for  reports,  which  will  bring  the  subject  di- 
rectly before  the  House  for  its  action.  I  find, 
however,  in  the  crowded  state  of  our  business, 
that  this  would  delay  my  purpose  indefinitely;  and 
I  have  therefore  concluded  to  avail  myself  of  the 
opportunity  now  oflfered  to  submit  what  I  have  to 
say. 

The  measure  referred  to  will  be  considered  a 
novel  one;  but  it  should  not  therefore  be  regarded 
with  surprise  or  disfavor.  Our  country  is  in  a 
novel  condition.  The  civil  war  in  which  we  are 
engaged  is  one  of  the  grandest  novelties  the  world 
has  ever  seen.  We  are  every  day  brought  face 
to  face  with  new  questions, and  compelled  to  ac- 
cept the  new  duties  which  lie  in  our  path.  Who- 
soever comprehends  this  crisis,  and  is  willing  to 
assume  its  burdens,  must  keep  step  to  the  march 
of  events,  and  turn  his  back  upon  the  past. 

The  bill  I  have  reported,  however,  is  less  a  nov- 
elty in  its  principles  than  in  their  application  to 
new  and  unlooked-for  conditions.  It  involves, 
among  other  things,  the  policy  of  free  homesteads 
to  actual  settlers;  and  since  this  policy  is  now 
seriously  menaced,  I  may  be  allowed  to  refer 
briefly  to  the  subject,  by  way  of  preface  to  what 
I-  shall  have  to  say  on  the  special  matter  be- 
fore us. 

Our  homestead  law  was  approved  May  20, 
1862.  Its  enactment  was  a  long-delayed  but  mag- 
nificent triumph  of  freedom  and  free  labor  over 
the  slave  power.  While  that  power  ruled  the 
Government  its  success  was  impossible.  By  rec- 
ognizing the  dignity  of  labor,  and  the  equal  rights 
ofthe  million,  it  threatened  the  very  life  of  the 
oligarchy  which  had  so  long  stood  in  its  way. 
The  slaveholders  understood  this  perfectly;  and 
hence  they  resisted  it,  reinforced  by  their  north- 
ern allies,  with  all  the  zeal  and  desperation  with 
which  they  resisted  "abolitionism"  itself.  Its 
final  success  is  among  the  blessed  compensations 
of  the  bloody  conflict  in  which  we  are  plunged. 
This  policy  takes  for  granted  the  notorious  fact 
that  our  public  lands  have  practically  ceased  to 
be  a  source  of  revenue.  It  recognizes  the  evils  of 
land  monopoly  on  the  public  domain,  as  well  as 
in  the  old  States,  and  looks  to  its  settlement  and 
improvement  as  the  true  aim  And  highest  good 
of  the  Republic.  It  disowns,  as  iniquitous,  the 
principle  which  would  tax  our  landless  poor  men 
$1  25  per  acre  for  the  privilege  of  cultivnling  the 
earth;  for  the  privilege  of  making  it  a  subject  of 
taxation,  a  source  of  national  re  venue,  and  a  home 
for  themselves  and  their  little  ones.  It  assumes, 
to  use  the  words  of  General  Jackson,  that  "  the 
wealth  and  strength  of  a  country  are  its  popula- 
tion," and  that  "  the  best  pari  of  that  population 
are  the  culiivators  of  the  soil."  I'his  bold  and 
heroic  statesman  urged  this  policy  thirty-two 
years  ago;  and  had  it  then  been  adopted,  coupled 
with  adequate  guards  against  the  greed  of  specu- 
lators, million.s  of  landless  men  who  have  since 
gone  down  to  their  graves  in  the  weary  conflict 
wilh  poverty  and  hardship  would  have  been 
cheered  and  blessed  with  independent  homes  on 
the  public  domain.  Wealth  incalculable,  quar- 
ried from  the  mountains  and  wrung  froiu  the  for- 
ests and  prairies  of  the  West,  would  have  poured 
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into  the  FedernI  c.()fl'(jrs.  The  question  ofsiavnry 
in  our  national  Territories  would  have  found  a 
peaceful  solution  in  the  steady  advance  and  sure 
empire  of  tVee  labor,  while  slavery  in  its  strong- 
holds, girdled  by  free  institutions,  might  have 
been  content  to  die  a  natural  deatii,  instead  of 
ending  its  godless  career  in  an  infernal  leap  at 
the  nation's  throat. 

The  homestead  net  did  not  go  into  effect  till  the 
1st  of  January,  18G3.  Within  four  months  from 
that  date,  notwithstanding  the  troubled  state  of 
the  country,  more  than  a  million  acres  were 
taken  up  under  its  provisions;  and  at  the  close 
of  the  year  ending  September  30,  this  amount 
was  increased  to  nearly  a  million  and  a  half. 
Peace  will  soon  revisit  the  land  and  resurrect  the 
nation  to  a  new  life.  The  energy  and  activity  of 
the  people,  now  directed  to  the  business  of  war, 
will  be  dedicated  afresh  to  industrial  pursuits. 
Many  thousands  in  the  loyal  States  who  will  have 
caught  the  spirit  of  travel  and  adventure,  and  far 
greater  multitudes  in  the  Old  World  who  will  be 
tempted  to  our  shores,  will  layjiold  of  the  home- 
stead law  as  their  glad  refuge  and  sure  help.  It 
will  be  the  daystar  of  hope  to  millions  beyond 
the  sea,  and  it  is  now  the  fond  child  of  the  mil- 
lions of  our  own  people  who  march  under  the 
old  flag  of  our  fathers.  Should  it  stand  for  ten 
years  to  come,  its  blessings  will  outstrip  the  most 
sanguine  anticipations  of  its  friends.  Its  over- 
throw, I  Ivave  said,  is  threatened;  and  this  is  done 
by  indirection  as  well  as  by  open  assault.  Since 
the  date  of  ils  passage,  Congress  has  granted 
nearly  seven  million  acres  for  the  benefit  of  agri- 
cultural f.olleges,  and  about  twenty  million  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  railroads.  There  are  now 
pending  before  Congress  bills  making  other  grants 
for  railroads  amounting  to  nearly  seventy  million 
acres.  We  have  a  project  before  us  which  grants 
nearly  seven  million  acres  for  the  education  of  the 
children  of  soldiers;  another  granting  two  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  in  the  State  of  Michigan  for 
the  establishment  of  female  colleges,  v/hich  of 
course  would  be  extended  to  the  other  States;  and 
another  granting  ten  million  acres  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  normal  schools  for  young  ladies. 
Every  day  witnesses  the  birth  of  new  projects, 
by  wiiicli  our  public  lands  may  be  frittered  away, 
and  the  beneficent  policy  of  the  homestead  law 
mutilated  and  destroyed.  And  simultaneously 
with  the  development  of  this  backward  move- 
ment, and  as  if  to  aid  it,  speculators  are  hovering 
over  the  public  domain,  picking  and  culling  large 
tracts  of  the  best  lands,  and  thus  cheating  the 
Government  out  of  their  productive  wealth,  and 
the  poor  man  out  of  the  home  which  else  might 
be  his  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

While  the  homestead  policy  is  thus  invaded  by 
gradual  approaches  and  indirect  attack,  its  over- 
throw in  boldly  demanded  as  a  financial  necessity. 
A  veteran  public  journalist,  and  one  of  the  fore- 
most party  leaders  of  our  time,  proposes  to  go 
back  from  the.  Christian-  dispensation  of  free 
liomcs^nnd  actual  settlement  to  the  Jewish  dark- 
ness of  land  spcculatorsand  public  plunder.  He 
wants  money  to  pay  our  immense  national  debt, 
and  seeks  to  obtain  it  by  levying  on  the  lands 
which  the  nation  has  already  dedicated  by  law  to 
occupancy  and  cultivation  as  the  sure  means  of 
revenue.  What  wc  want  and  the  Government 
needs  is  immigration.  This  is  demonstrated  by 
the  report  of  Hon.  Samuel  B.  Ruggles  to  the  in- 
ternational congress  which  met  at  Barlin  in  last 
September.  He  takes  the  eight  food-producing 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin, Minnesota,  Iowa,  and  Missouri,  and 
shows  that  between  the  yonrs  1850  and  18()0  their 

f)0|iulation  increased  3,554,095,  of  whom  a  very 
ftrge  pronortion  were  emigrants  from  the  old 
States  and  from  Europe.  He  shows  that  this  in- 
flux of  j)opulation  increased  the  quatuity  of  im- 
prov<;d  land  in  these  States,  within  the  same  pe- 
riod, 25,14(),054  acres;  that  the  cereal  products 
of  these  States  increased  248,210,028  bushels; 
that  their  .iwiiie  increased  2,503,224;,  their  cattle 
2,b3I,()'J8.  He  further  shows  that  within  the  same 
period  the  assessed  value  of  real  and  personal  cs- 
lalcofthcse  Slates  was  augmented  $2,810,000,000. 
The.se,  to  a  great  extent,  arc  the  direct  results  of 
immigriition;  and  in  the  light  of  these  facts  the 
interest  und  duly  of  the  Govcrnmcntarc  palpable. 
Hy  all  hniHirable  and  reasonable  means  it  should 
tempt  Europe  to  send  her  people  to  our  shores. 
From   1H50  (o  1860  the  imniieration  averaged, 


annually,  270,702,  giving  a  total  of  5,002,414. 
Within  the  next  ten  years,  should  the  homestead 
policy  continue,  the  number  of  immigrants  will 
probably  far  transcend  all  precedent,  while  in- 
creasing multitudes  from  our  older  States  will  join 
in  the  grand  procession  toward  the  West.  If 
Thurlow  Weed  wishes  to  use  the  public  domain 
in  paying  our  national  debt,  here  is  the  process. 
It  is  simply  to  give  heed  to  the  divine  injunction 
to  *'  multiply  and  replenish  the  earth."  It  is  to 
give  homes  to  the  millions  who  need  them,  and  at 
the  same  time  coin  their  labor  into  national  wealth, 
by  marrying  it  to  the  virgin  soil  which  woos  the 
cultivator.  It  is  to  compel  the  earth  to  yield  up 
her  fruits,  so  that  commerce  may  transmute  them 
into  silver  and  gold.  Thus  only  can  we  solve  the 
problem  of  our  finances,  so  far  as  the  public  lands 
are  concerned.  The  project  of  paying  a  debt  of 
$3,000,000,000,  or  even  the  interest  on  it,  by  the 
sale  of  these  lands,  is  sublimely  ridiculous;  while 
the  proposition  to  repeal  the  homestead  law  is  a 
proposition  to  encourage  speculation,  to  plunder 
the  Government,  to  betray  the  just  rights  of  mil- 
lions by  violating  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation, 
to  hinder  the  march  of  civilization,  and  to  weaken 
the  force  of  our  example  as  a  Republic,  asserting 
equal  rights  and  equal  laws  as  the  basis  of  its 
policy. 

But  I  pass  from  this  topic.  I  have  adverted  to 
it,  partly  because  I  desired  to  sound  the  alarm  of 
danger  in  the  ears  of  the  people,  and  thus  avert 
its  approach,  and  partly  because  the  considera- 
tions I  have  presented  bear  directly  upon  the 
measure  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  rebellion  has  frequently,  and 
very  justly ,  been  styled  a  slaveholders' rebellion. 
It  is  likewise  a  land  holders'  rebellion,  for  the  chief 
owners  of  slaves  have  been  the  chief  owners  of 
land.  Probably  three  fourths  if  not  five  sixths  of 
the  lands  in  the  rebel  States  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  belonged  to  the  slaveholders,  who  constituted 
only  about  one  fiftieth  part  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  those  States;  while  of  the  entire  landed 
estate  of  the  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
slaveholders  of  the  South  at  least  two  thirds  be- 
longed to  less  than  one  third  of  their  number.  I 
make  my  calculations  from  our  census  tables ,  and 
such  other  information  as  I  find  within  my  reach. 
The  bill  1  have  reported,  therefore,  contemplates 
no  general  seizure  and  confiscation  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  people  in  the  insurrectionary  districts. 
I  tlooks  to  no  sweeping  measures  againstthe  rights 
of  the  masses,  but  simply  to  the  breaking  up  and 
distribution  of  vast  monopolies,  which  have  made 
the  few  the  virtual  owners  of  the  multitude, 
whether  white  or  black.  It  is  a  bill  to  restore  the 
peofile  to  their  inalienable  rights  by  chastising  the 
traitors  who  conspired  agai^^t  the  Government. 
It  proposes  to  vest  in  the  United  States  the  lands 
which  may  be  forfeited  by  confiscation  in  punish- 
ment of  treason  or  of  other  crimes  under  muni- 
cipal laws;  by  confiscation  as  a  right  of  war,  by 
military  seizure,  or  by  process  iw  rem;  and  by 
sales  for  non-payment  of  taxes.  The  quantity  of 
real  estate  which  will  thus  pass  from  the  hands 
of  rebels  cannot  now  be  definitely  determined,  but 
in  seeking  to  estimate  it  we  should  bear  in  mind 
one  important  consideration.  The  war  which 
the  rebels  are  waging  against  us  is  no  longer  a 
mere  insurrection.  It  is  not  a  grand  national  riot, 
but  a  civil,  territorial  war  between  them  and  the 
United  States.  Having  taken  their  stand  outside 
of  the  Constitution  and  rested  their  cause  on  the 
naked  ground  of  lawless  might,  they  have,  of  ne- 
cessity, no  constitutional  rights.  For  them  the 
Constitution  has  ceased  to  exist.  Theyare  belli- 
gerents, enemies  of  the  United  States.  They  still 
owe  allegiance  to  the  Government,  and  are  still 
traitors,  but  they  are  at  the  same  time  public  ene- 
mies, who  have  simply  the  rights  of  war  sind  are 
to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  laws  of  war.  The 
rights  of  war  and  the  rights  of  peace  cannot  co- 
exist in  the  hands  of  rebels.  One  party  to  a  con- 
tract cannot  violate  it  and  yet  hold  the  other  bound; 
and  hence  the  Constitution  has  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  our  treatment  of  the  rebels,  unless  we 
shall  see  fit  voluntarily  to  waive  the  rights  of  war 
and  deal  with  them  as  citizens  merely.  lumnot 
now  uttering  my  own  opinion,  b»t  the  solemn 
judgment  of  the  nation  itself,  s[)cakiiig  authori- 
tatively through  the  highest  court  in  th(!  Union. 
According  to  the  decision  of  thatcourtacivil  war 
between  the  United  States  and  the  rebels  has  been 
carried  on  for  moro  than  two  years  and  a  half. 


In  the  celebrated  prize  cases,  decided  last  spring  ' 
and  reported  in  2  Black's  Reports,  page  C35, 
Judge  Grier  says,  "The  parties  to  a  civil  war  are 
in  the  same  predicament  as  two  nations  who  en- 
gage in  a  contest  and  have  recourse  to  arms;" 
that  "  a  civil  war  exists  and  may  be  prosecuted 
on  the  same  footing  as  if  ihose  opposing  the  Gov- 
ernment were  foreign  invaders,  whcneverthe  reg- 
ular course  of  justice  is  interrupted  by  revolt,  re- 
bellion, or  insurrection,  so  that  the  courts  cannot 
be  kept  open;"  and  that  "  the  present  civil  war 
between  the  United  States  and  the  so-called  con- 
federate States  has  such  a  character  and  magni- 
tude as  to  give  the  United  States  the  same  rights 
and  powers  which  they  might  exercise  in  the  case  ■ 
of  a  national  or  foreign  war."  Such,  Mr.  Speaker,, 
is  the  law,  as  to  the  relations  existing  between  the 
rebels  and  the  United  States.  I  am  not  arguing 
the  point,  because  all  argument  is  closed  by  this 
decision.  The  rebels  are  belligerents,  and  when 
they  shall  be  effectually  vanquished  they  will  have 
simply  the  rights  of  a  conquered  people  under  the 
law  of  nations,  that  is  to  say,  such  rights  as  we 
shall  choose  to  grant  them  according  to  the  laws 
of  war,  untrammeled  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  light  of  this  settled  principle,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  judge  of  the  extent  of  rebel  territory  wliich  must 
fall  under  our  control.  The  war  will  increase  in 
intensity  and  fierceness  to  the  end.  The  exas- 
peration of  the  rebels  will  naturally  keep  pace 
with  our  successes.  Our  war  policy,  which  has 
been  steadily  growing  more  and  more  earnest  and 
radical  for  the  past  two  years,  will  not  again  be- 
come a  "  war  on  peace  principles. "  The  amnesty 
proclamation  may  reach  the  case  of  many,  but 
should  it  reach  even  all  who  are  not  expressly 
excepted  by  its  terms,  there  will  still  be  an  im- 
mense territory  falling  under  our  power.  Sir, 
whether  we  have  willed  it  or  not,  this  is  now  a 
war  of  subjugation,  and  the  law  of  nations  must 
govern  the  parties  and  the  settlement  of  the  dis- 
pute. ~We  shall  not  be  confined  to  the  penal  en- 
actments of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  treason, 
which  require  an  indictment,  a  regular  trial,  and 
a  conviction.  The  condemnation  of  rebel  prop- 
erty need  not  depend  upon  the  prosecution  of  its 
owner  through  a  grand  jury,  who  may  be  wholly 
or  in  part  secessionists,  nor  upon  his  conviction 
by  a  petit  jury  of  like  character,  nor  upon  the 
finding  of  a  bill  within  any  statute  of  limitations.  , 
Resting  our  case  on  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
laws  of  war,  we  are  not  compelled  to  seek  the  land 
of  the  rebel  through  a  trial  which  must  be  had  in 
the  county  in  which  the  offense  was  committed, 
and  in  which  both  court  and  jrtry  may  be  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  accused.  The  several  penal  acts 
of  Congress  on  these  subjects,  and  the  ordinary  ^| 
safeguards  of  law  applicable  to  the  rights  of  ciii-  ^M 
zens  in  a  time  of  peace,  are  not  in  our  way.  The 
war  powers  of  the  Government,  as  asserted  and 
defined  in  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  sec- 
tions of  the  confiscation  act  of  July  17,  18G2, 
point  to  a  remedy  as  sweepingas  it  is  just,  namely, 
the  military  seizure,  condemnation,  and  sale  of 
the  real  estate  of  traitors  and  their  abettors.  A 
considerable  quantit^f  land,  it  is  true,  may  pass 
from  the  rebels  by  judicial  proceedings  against 
them  for  treason,  and  other  crimes  under  munici- 
pal statutes.  I  know,  too,  that  millions  of  acres 
must  be  forfeited  by  the  non-payment  of  taxes. 
But  independent  of  these  sources  of  title,  and  by 
virtue  of  military  seizure  and  condemnation  alone, 
a  very  large  pronortion  of  the  lands  within  the, 
insurrectionary  districts  must  vest  in  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  Government  has  no  right 
to  confiscate  the  fee  simple  of  rebel  States,  I  meet 
it  with  a  direct  denial,  in  what  I  have  said,  I 
have  taken  this  right  for  granted.  I  have  never 
doubted  it  for  a  moment,  and  I  shall  not  now  ar- 
gue the  question.  The  honest  refusal  of  the  Presi- 
dent, in  last  June,  to  allow  Congress  to  touch  the 
fee  of  rebels  in  arms  against  the  nation,  was  the 
saddestand  grandest  mistake  of  his  life.  Thatthe 
right  to  do  so  was  disputed  and  debated  in  the  last  **" 
Congress,  as  it  has  been  extensively  in  this,  by 
some  of  our  wisest  statesmen  and  greatest  law- 
yers, will  hereafter  be  set  down  among  the  politi- 
cal curiosities  of  this  century.  Our  fathers  were 
not  fools,  but  wise  men,  who  armed  the  nation 
with  the  power  to  crush  its  foes  as  well  as  to  pro- 
tect its  friends.  •"  The  Coi^stitution  was  made  for 
tha  people,  not  the  people  for  the  Constitution." 
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It  was  not  designed  as  a  sliield  in  tlie  liands  of 
traitors,  but  as  a  sword  in  thu  iiands  of  the  Gov- 
ernnvcnt  to  smite  them  to  tl>e  edrlh.  It  recognizes 
the  law  of  nations  and  the  laws  of  war,  nor  was 
it  possible  for  our  country  to  escape  thenn.  The 
builders  of  our  national  ship  did  not  so  fashion 
and  rig  her  that  she  could  sail  only  in  calm 
weather  and  over  smooth  seas,  but  they  qualified 
lier  to  ride  out  the  fiercest  tempest  in  safety,  and 
to  defy  all  pirates.  That  the  nation  in  this  strug- 
gle for  its  life  against  red-handed  traitors  and  as- 
sassins has  no  power  to  confiscate  their  lands,  is 
a  proposition  which  gives  comfort  to  every  rebel 
sympathizer  in  the  country,  while  it  insults  both 
loyalty  and  common  sense.  The  jieople  know 
better;  and  on  this  question  their  voice  must  be 
heeded.  They  do  not  believe,  but  they  knoiv, 
that  the  lands  of  rebels  are  subject  to  our  power 
under  the  laws  of  w^ar,  as  well  as  their  personal 
property,  their  negroes  or  their  lives.  The  Gov- 
ernment, in  thecourseof  this  struggle,  has  learned 
many  lessons.  Others  arc  yet  to  be  mastered. 
Having  learned  how  to  strike  at  slavery  as  the 
wicked  cause  of  the  war,  and  to  arm  the  negroes 
in  the  national  defense,  it  must  now' lay  hold  of 
the  lands  of  rebels.  I  believe  our  triumph  over 
them  is  not  so  near  at  hand  as  we  generally  sup- 
pose. The  most  terrific  fighting  of  the  war  is  yet 
to  come.  They  do  not  dream  of  surrender,  or  com- 
promise, on* any  conceivable  terms.  They  will 
resist  us,  to  the  end,  with  a  spirit  as  remorseless 
as  death,  and  as  bitter  as  the  ashes  of  hell.  They 
must  be  overcome  and  crushed  by  the  powers  of 
war,  and  we  must  employ,  with  all  the  might 
which  can  be  kindled  by  the  crisis,  every  weapon 
known  to  the  law  of  nations.  Congress  must  re- 
peal the  joint  resolution  of  last  year  which  pro- 
tects the  fee  of  rebel  landholders.  The  Presi- 
dent, as  I  am  well  advised,  now  stands  ready  to 
join  us  in  such  action.  Should  we  fail  to  do  this, 
the  courts  must  so  interpret  the  joint  resolution 
as  to  make  its  repeal  needless.  Should  both  Con- 
gress and  the  courts  stand  in  the  way  orthe  na- 
tion's life,  then  "  the  red  lightning  of  the  people's 
wrath"  must  consume  the  recreant  men  who  re- 
fuse to  execute  the  popular  will.  Our  country, 
united  and  free,  must  be  saved,  at  whateverhazard 
or  cost;  and  nothing,  not  even  the  Constitution, 
must  be  allowed  to  hold  back  the  uplifted  arm  of 
the  Go  vernment  in  blasting  the  power  of  the  rebels 
forever. 

I  come  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  practical 
question  involved  in  this  bill.  This  conflict  is  to 
be  ended  by  hard,  desperate,  and  perhaps  pro- 
tracted fighting.  We  shall  certainly  win;  and  our 
triumph  will  inevitably  divest  the  title  tm  a  vast 
body  of  land  in  the  rebel  States  and  place  it  un- 
der our  control.  I  think  it  entirely  safe  to  con- 
clude that  it  will  constitute  more  tiian  half,  and 
probably  three  fourths,  of  all  the  cultivated  lands 
in  the  rebellious  districts.  It  will  certainly,  in  any 
event,  cover  many  million  acre?.  It  will  include 
all  lands  against  which  proceedings  in  rem  shall 
be  instituted,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
suppress  insurrections  and  to  punish  treason  and 
rebellion,  approved  July  17, 1862;  all  lands  which 
may  be  sold  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  for 
the  collection  of  direct  taxes  in  insurrectionary 
districts,  approved  June  7,  1862;  and  all  lands 
which  may  be  sold  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  to  provide  internal  revenue  to  support  the  Gov- 
ernment, approved  July  1,  of  the  same  year. 

What  shall  be  done  with  these  immense  es- 
tates, brought  within  our  power  by  the  acts  of 
rebels?  One  of  two  policies,  radically  antagonis- 
tic, must  be  accepted.  They  must  be  allowed  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  speculators, and  become  the 
basis  of  new  and  frightful  monopolies,  or  they 
must  be  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  trust  for  the  people.  The  alternative 
is  now  presented,  and  presses  upon  us  for  a  speedy 
decision.  Under  the  laws  of  Congress  now  in 
force,  unchecked  by  counter  legislation,  these 
lands  will  be  purchased  and  monopolized  by  men 
who  care  far  more  fortheirown  mercenary  gains 
than  for  the  real  progress  and  glory  of  our  coun- 
try. Instead  of  being  parceled  out  into  small 
homesteads,  to -be  tilled  by  their  own  independ- 
ent owners,  they  will  be  bought  in  large  tracts, 
and  thus  not  only  deprive  the  great  mass  of  land- 
less laborers  of  the  opportunity  of  acquiring 
homes,  but  place  them  at  the  mercy  of  the  lords 
of  the  soil.  The  old  order  of  things  willbeswept 
nway,  but  n  new  order,  scarcely  less  to  be  de- 


plored, will  succeed.  In  jilace  of  the  slavehold- 
mg  landowner  of  the  South,  lording  it  over  hun- 
dreds ofslaves  and  thousands  of  acres,  we  shall 
have  the  grasping  monopolist  of  the  North,  whose 
dominion  over  the  freedmcn  and  poor  whites  will 
be  more  galling  than  slavery  itself,  v/hich  in  some 
degree  tempers  its  despotism  through  the  interest 
of  the  tyrant  in  the  health  and  welfare  of  his  vic- 
tims. The  maxim  of  the  slaveholder  that  "  cap- 
ital should  own  labor"  will  be  as  frightfully  ex- 
emplified under  the  system  of  wages  slavery,  the 
child  of  land  monopoly,  as  under  the  system  of 
chattel  slavery,  which  has  so  long  scourged  the 
southern  States.  What  we. should  demand  is  a 
policy  that  will  guaranty  homes  to  the  loyal  mil- 
lions who  need  them,  and  thus  guard  their  most 
precious  rights  and  interests  against  the  remorse- 
less exactions  of  capital  and  (he  pitiless  rapacity 
of  avarice.  The  helpless  condition  of  the  poor 
of  the  rebel  States,  when  capitalists  b'hall  have 
monopolized  the  land,  is  already  foreshadowed 
in  the  recent  report  of  Mr.  Yeatman,  of  the  west- 
ern sanitary  commission.     He  says: 

"  The  poor  negroes  are  everywhere  greatly  oppressed  at 
their  condition.  They  all  testify  that  if  they  .were  only  paid 
their  little  wages  as  they  earn  them,  sothat  they  could  pur- 
chase clothing,  and  furnished  with  the  provisions  promised, 
tliey  could  stand  it;  but  to  work  and  get  poorly  paid,  poorly 
fed,  and  not  doctored  when  sick,  is  more  than  they  can 
endure.  Among  the  thousands  whom  I  questioned  none 
showed  the  least  unwillingness  to  work.  Ifthey  could  only 
he  paid  fair  wages  tliey  would  be  contented  and  happy. 
They  do  not  realize  that  they  are  free  men.  They  say  tliat 
they  are  told  they  are,  but  then  they  are  taken  and  hired 
out  to  men  who  treat  them,  so  far  as  providing  for  them  is 
concerned,  far  worse  than  their  '  secesh'  masters  did.  Be- 
sides this,  they  feel  that  their  pay  orhireislowernow  than 
it  was  when  the  '  secesh'  used  to  hire  them. 

"The  parties  leasing  plantations  and  employing  these 
negroes  do  it  from  no  motives  either  of  loyalty  or  human- 
ity. The  desire  of  gain  alone  prompts  them,  and  they  care 
little  whether  they  make  it  out  of  the  blood  of  those  they 
employ  or  from  the  soil.  There  are,  of  course,  exceptions; 
but  I  am  informed  that  the  majority  of  the  leasees  were 
only  adventurers,  camp-followers,  'army  sharks,'  as  they 
are  termed,  who  have  turned  aside  from  what  they  con- 
sider their  legitimate  prey,  the  poor  soldier,  to  gather  the 
riches  of  the  land  which  his  prowess  has  laid  open  to  them. 
t  feel  that  the  fathers  and  brothers  and  friends  of  these 
brave  men  should  have  an  opportunity  to  reap,under  amore 
equitable  system  for  the  laborer,  the  reward  of  the  months 
of  toil  and  exposure  it  lias  cost  to  open  this  country  to  the 
institutions  of  freedom  and  compensated  labor.  If  these 
plantations  were  required  to  be  subdivided  into  parcels  or 
tracts,  to  suit  the  views  and  means  of  our  western  men, 
say  in  farms  of  from  one  to  two  hundred  acres,  thousands 
would  soon  flock  to  the  South  to  lease  them,  especially 
when  it  was  known  that  one  acre  of  ground  there  culti- 
vated in  cotton  would  yield,  in  dollars,  ten  times  as  much 
as  at  home.  Besides,  this  subdivision  would  attract  a  loyal 
population,  who  would  protect  the  country  against  any 
guerrilla  bands  that  might  infest  it." 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  poor  whitesof  the  South  will 
be  as  powerless  to  take  care  of  themselves  as  the 
freedmen,  unless  the  Government  shall  arm  them 
against  their  masters.  "  Subdivision"of  the  land, 
as  Mr.  Yeatman  says,  would  also  secure  a  loyal 
population,  since  every  man  who  has  a  home  to 
love  and  to  defend  will  naturally  love  his  country. 
This  rebellion  will  present  the  strongest  tempta- 
tions to  land  monopoly  that  were  ever  offered  to 
the  greed  of  avarice  and  power.  The  rich  lands 
of  the  South  have  been  cursed  by  this  evil  from 
the  beginning,  and  without  the  interposition  of 
Congress  the  system  will  be  continued,  and  vital- 
ized anew  by  falling  into  fresh  hands.  The  de- 
graded and  thriftless  condition  of  the  people,  the 
heritage  ofcenturies  of  bondage,  will  pave  the  way 
for  land  monopoly  in  more  grievous  forms  than 
have  yet  been  recorded  in  ancientor  modern  times. 
Society  cannot  possibly  be  organized  on  a  repub- 
lican basis,  because  a  grinding  aristocracy,  vest- 
ing upon  large  landed  estates,  will  convert  the 
mass  of  the  people  into  mere  drudges  and  depend- 
ents. African  slavery  may  not  exist  in  name,  but 
the  few  will  practically  control  the  fortunes  of  the 
many,  irrespective  of  color  or  race.  In  such 
communities  public  improvements  will  necessa- 
rily languish.  Wasteful  and  slovenly  farming 
will  stamp  upon  the  countr^  the  impress  of  dilap- 
idation, while  reducing  the  productiveness  of  the 
soil  and  hindering  the  growth  of  manufactures 
and  commerce.  In  the  midst  of  large  landed  es- 
tates, towns  and  villages  can  neither  be  multi- 
plied nor  enjoy  a  healthy  growth.  The  want  of 
diversity  of  pursuits  and  competition  in  business 
will  pal.sy  the  energies  of  the  people.  The  edu- 
cation of  the  masses  will  be  impossible,  since  the 
establishment  and  support  of  schools  within  con- 
venient reach  of  the  people  cannot  be  secured. 
The  proprietors  of  tiic  great  estates,  as  has  been 


well  remarked,  will  be  feudal  lords,  while  the 
poor  will  have  no  feudal  rights.  Under  the  tend- 
ency of  a  false  system,  society  will  steadily  grav- 
itate toward  the  example  of  South  America  and 
Mexico,  where  some  estates  are  larger  than  two 
or  three  of  the  smaller  States  of  our  Union.  The 
country  will  find  its  likeness  in  England,  in  which 
the  smaller  landholders  are  daily  being  swallowed 
up  by  the  larger. 

Says  Dr.  Chainiing: 

"  In  the  civilized  world  there  are  few  sadder  spectacles 
than  the  present  contrast  in  Great  Britain  of  unbounded 
wealth  and  luxury  with  the  starvation  of  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands,  crowded  into  cellars  and  dens,  without 
ventilation  or  light,  compared  with  which  the  wigwam  of 
the  Indian  is  a  palace.  Rlisery,  famine,  brutal  degradation, 
in  the  neighborhood  and  presence  of  stately  mansions,  which 
ring  with  gayety  and  dazzle  with  pomp  and  unbounded 
profusion,  shock  us  as  docs  no  other  wretchedness." 

Sir,  the  sympathy  of  the  British  aristocracy  for 
the  rebels  is  altogether  natural.  Land  monopoly 
isslavery.  ThegreatEnglish  landlord  looks  upon 
the  large  slaveholders  of  the  South  as  "  brothers 
beloved,"  while  the  "  sand-hillers"  and  "clay- 
eaters"  of  Carolina  and  Geoi%ia  are  ]ierhaps  not 
more  miserably  degraded  by  unjust  laws  than  the 
English  agricultural  laborer.  Mr.  Bancroft,  de- 
scribing the  condition  of  Italy  some  two  thousand 
years  ago,  says: 

"  The  aristocracy  owned  the  soil  and  its  cultivators.  The 
vast  capacity  for  accumulation  which  the  laws  of  society 
secure  to  capital  in  a  greater  degree  than  to  personal  exer- 
tion, displays  itself  nowliere  so  clearly  as  in  slaveholding 
States,  where  the  laboring  class  is  but  a  portion  of  the  cap- 
ital of  the  opulent.  As  wealth  consists  chiefly  in  land  and 
slaves,  the  rates  of  interest  are,  from  universally  operative 
causes,  always  comparatively  liigh;  the  difiiculty  of  ad- 
vancing with  borrowed  capital  proportionally  great.  The 
small  landholder  finds  himself  unable  to  compete  with  those 
who  are  possessed  of  whole  cohorts  of  bondmen  ;  his  slaves, 
his  lands,  rapidly  pass,  in  consequence  of  his  debts,  into 
the  hands  of  the  more  opulent.  The  large  plantations  are 
continually  swallowing  up  tlio  smaller  ones,  and  land  and 
slaves  come  to  be  engrossed  by  a  few." 

This  is  not  only  an  exact  description  of  slavery 
as  we  have  seen  it  in  the  southern  States,  but  a 
parallel  in  principle  to  the  system  of  aristocracy 
in  England,  founded  on  the  monopoly  of  the  soil. 
Travelers  through  that  country  speak  of  it  as 
"  thinly  settled.'*  Outside  of  the  cities  and  towns 
this  is  true.  Even  the  commons,  on  which  the 
poor  used  to  pasture  their  cattle  and  enjoy  their 
games,  are  now  inclosed  by  legalized  land  rob- 
bers. Those  who  demand  a  correction  of  these 
evils,  in  the  name  of  justice  and  the  people,  are 
denounced  as  "  agrarians,"  just  as  the  enemies 
of  slavery  in  this  country  are  branded  as  "  a:bo- 
litionists."  The  slaveholding  land  monopolists 
of  this  country  are  to-day  reaping  the  bitter  fruits 
of  their  unrighteous  domination.  A  retribution 
to  the  aristocracy  of  England,  not  less  terrible,  ia 
as  certain  to  come,  as  that  pampered  injustice  finds 
no  limits  to  its  demands. 

But  I  need  not  dwell  longer  upon  the  evils  of 
land  monopoly.  The  liistory  of  civilization  fur- 
nishes an  unbroken  testimony  to  these  evils,  and 
thus  pleads  with  us,  in  the  organization  of  new  civil 
communities,  to  fortify  ourselves  againsf  them. 
A  grand  opportunity  now  presents  itself  for  rec- 
ognizing the  principles  of  radical  democracy  in 
the  establishment  of  new  and  regenerated  States. 
We  are  summoned  by  every  consideration  of  pa- 
triotism, humanity,  and  republicanism  to  lay  the 
foundations  pf  empire  upon  the  enduring  basis  of 
justice  and  equal  rights.  No  revolutionary  or  de- 
structive measures  are  required  on  our  part.  Wo 
are  already  in  the  midst  of  revolution  and  chaos. 
Through  no  fault  of  our  own,  the  foundations 
of  social  and  political  order  in  the  rebel  States  are 
subverted,  and  the  elimination  of  a  great  disturb- 
ing element  opens  up  our  pathway  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  free  Christian  commonwealths  on  the 
ruins  of  the  past.  These  States  constitute  one  of 
the  fairest  portions  of  the  globe.  They  are  larger 
in  area  than  all  the  free  States  of  the  North.  They 
have  a  sea  and  Gulf  coast  of  more  than  six  thou- 
sand miles  in  extent,  and  are  drained  by  more 
than  fifty  navigable  rivers,  which  are  neverclosed 
to  navigation  by  the  rigor  of  the  climate.  They 
have  at  least  as  rich  a  soil  as  the  States  of  the 
North,  yielding  great  weallh-producing  staples 
peculiar  to  them,  and  two  or  three  crops  in  the 
year.  They  have  a  finer  climate,  and  tiicir  agri- 
cultural, manufacturing, and  commercial  advant- 
ages are  decidedly  superior.  Their  geographical 
position  is  better,  as  respects  the  great  commer- 
cial centers  of  the  world.  The  institution  of  sla- 
very, which  has  so  long  cursed  tiieso  regions  by 
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excluding  emigration,  degrading  labor,  and  im- 
poverishing the  soil,  will  very  soon  be  expelled. 
The  cry  which  already  comes  up  from  these  lands 
ie  for  free  laborers.  If  wo  offer  them  free  home- 
steads, and  protect  their  rights,  they  will  come. 
John  Brigiit,  in  a  recent  speech  at  Birmingham, 
estimates  that  within  the  jiast  year  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  people  have  sailed  from  Eng- 
land to  New  York.  Let  it  be  settled  that  slavery 
i.s  dead,  and  that  the  estates  of  traitors  in  the 
South  can  be  had  under  the  provisions  of  the 
homestead  law,  and  foreign  emigration  will  be 
quadrupled,  if  not  augmented  tenfold.  Millions 
in  tiie  Old  World,  liungering  and  tliirsting  after 
the  righteousness  of  free  institutions,  will  flock 
to  tlie  sunny  South,  and  mingle  there  with  the 
swarms  of  our  own  people  in  pursuit  of  new  homes 
under  kindlier  skies.  Immigration  has  not  slack- 
ened, even  during  this  war,  and  in  determining 
the  direction  it  will  take  it  must  be  remembered 
that  settlements  have  very  nearly  reached  their 
limits  in  the  North  and  West.  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska are  border  States,  and  must  so  continue. 
Their  storms  and  droughts  and  desert  plains  give 
a  pretty  distinct  hint  that  the  emigrant  must  seek 
his  Eldorado  in  latitudes  further  south.  In  the 
new  northwestern  States  the  richest  lands  have 
been  purchased,  and  vast  portions  of  tliem  locked 
up  by  speculators.  Their  distance  from  the  great 
markets  for  their  produce  and  their  severe  winters 
will  also  check  emigration  in  tliat  direction,  and 
incline  it  further  south,  if  lands  can  be  procured 
there  with  tolerable  facility.  The  rebel  States 
not  only  abound  in  cheap  and  fertile  iand,  with 
cheap  labor  in  the  persons  of  the  fr»edmen  to 
assist  in  its  cultivation,  but  they  possess  great 
mineral  resources.  They  have  also  extensive 
lines  of  railroads,  which,  in  connection  with  their 
great  rivers,  bring  almost  every  portion  of  their 
territory  into  communication  with  the  sea. 

Mr.  Speaker,  nothing  can  atone  for  the  woes  and 
sorrows  of  this  war  but  the  thorough  reorganiza- 
tion of  society  in  these  revolted  States.  Now  is 
the  time  to  begin  this  work.  We  must  not  only 
cut  up  slavery,  root  and  branch,  but  we  must  see 
to  it  that  these  teeming  regions  shall  be  studded 
over  with  small  farms  and  tilled  by  free  men.  We 
must  remember  that  "the  best  way  to  help  the 
poor  is  to  enable  them  to  help  themselves."  We 
must  guard  the  equal  rights  of  the  people  as  a  re- 
ligious duty,  for  "  Christianity  is  the  root  of  all 
democracy,  thehighestfact  in  the  rights  of  marp." 
Labor  must  be  rendered  honorable  and  gainful, 
by  securino;  to  the  laborer  the  fruits  of  his  toil. 
Instead  of  the  spirit  of  Caste  and  the  law  of  Hate 
which  have  so  long  blasted  these  regions,  we  must 
build  up  homogeneous  communities,  in  which  the 
interest  of  each  will  be  recognized  as  the  interest 
of  all.  Instead  of  an  overshadowing  aristocracy, 
founded  on  the  monopoly  of  the  soil,  and  its  do- 
minion over  the  poor,  we  must  have  no  order  of 
nobility  but  that  of  the  laboring  masses  of  the 
country,  who  fight  its  battles  in  war  and  consti- 
tute its  glory  and  its  strength  in  peace.  Instead  of 
large  estates,  widely  scattered  settlements,  waste- 
ful agriculture,  popular  ignorance,  political  and 
social  degradation,  the  decay  of  literature,  the  de- 
cline of  manufactures  and  the  arts,  contempt  for 
honest  labor,  and  a  pampered  aristocracy,  we 
must  have  small  farms,  closely  associated  com- 
munities, thrifty  tillage,  free  schools,  social  inde- 
pendence, a  healthy  literature,  flourishing  manu- 
factures and  mechanic  arts,  respect  for  honest 
labor,  and  equality  of  political  rights.  These  ends, 
to  a  great  extent,  are  provided  for  by  the  bill  I 
have  introduced,  and  no  measure  of  more  vital 
interest  to  the  people  has  ever  been  submitted  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  voted  for 
the  bill  which  has  passed  this  House  providing 
for  ft  Bureau  of  Emancipation,  but  1  must  regard 
this  measure  ns  a  far  better  "freedman's  bill  " 
limn  that  of  my  honorable  friund  from  Massachu- 
setts, for  it  provides  for  the  emancipation  of  all 
races,  and  the  Ax-edom  of  labor  itself.  These  re- 
gions, blighted  by  treason,  must  be  cared  for,  or 
abandoned,  by  the  General  Government.  The 
Heaven-daring  conapiiacy  of  rebels  in  arms  has 
placed  them,  or  will  place  them, at  our  foci.  Shall 
we  hand  them  over  to  the  siicculutor,  in  the  ho|K; 
of  thereby  securing  a  revenue  to  pay  our  national 
debt?  I  have  shown  that  the  true  source  of  rev- 
enue is  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  The  future  of 
these  rebellious  States,  involving  the  well-being 
of  millions  for  generaiiona  to  come,  is  now  com- 


mitted to  our  hands.  We  can  reenact  over  them 
the  political  and  social  damnation  of  the  past,  or 
predestinate  them  to  the  blessedness  and  glory 
of  a  grand  and  ever-unfolding  future.  We  can 
build  up  a  magnificent  constellation  of  free  com- 
monwealths, whose  territory  can  support  a  pop- 
ulation of  more  than  one  hundred  millions,  on  the 
basis  of  free  labor  and  a  just  distribution  of  land 
among  the  people,  or  we  can  again  organize  so- 
ciety after  the  pattern  of  Europe,  and  thus  spare 
the  hideous  cancer,  which,  in  the  words  of  Cha- 
teaubriand, "  has  gnawed  social  order  since  the 
beginning  of  the  world."  Can  we  hesitate  in 
dealing  with  so  fearful  an  alternative.'  Shall  we 
mock  the  Almighty  by  sporting  with  the  Heaven- 
permitted  privilege  now  placed  before  us.'  Shall 
we  heap  curses  on  our  children,  when  blessings 
are  within  our  grasp.'  Sir,  let  us  prove  ourselves 
worthy  of  our  day  and  of  our  work.  Let  us  rise 
to  the  full  height  of  oursublime  opportunity,  and 
thus  make  ourselves,  under  Providence,  the  cre- 
ators of  a  new  dispensation  of  liberty  and  peace. 
Then,  in  the  eloquent  language  0/ Solicitor  Whit- 
ing, "  the  hills  and  valleys  of  the  South,  purified 
and  purged  of  all  the  guilt  of  the  past,  clothed  with 
a  new  and  richer  verdure,  will  lift  up  their  voices 
in  thanksgiving  to  the  Author  of  all  good,  who  has 
granted  to  them,  amid  the  agonies  of  civil  war,  a 
new  birth  and  a  glorious  transfiguration.  Then 
the  people  of  the  North  and  the  people  of  the  South 
will  again  become  one  people,  united  in  interests, 
in  pursuits,  in  intelligence,  in  religion,  and  in  pa- 
triotic devotion  to  our  common  country." 

As  regards  the  particular  provisions  of  the  bill 
before  us,  I  need  not  occupy  much  of  the  time  of 
this  House.  It  has  been  printed,  and  gentlemen 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  it  for 
themselves.  It  has  been  prepared  with  much 
care,  and  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  the  best 
lawyers  in  the  Union.  The  first  and  second  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  provide  the  methods  by  which  the 
title  of  rebel  landowners  shall  vest  in  the  United 
States  under  the  acts  of  Congress  now  in  force  on 
the  subject  of  confiscation  and  revenue.  I  shall 
not  discuss  the  jyower  of  the  Government  thus  to 
acquire  the  title  to  this  land,  for  it  cannot  be  con- 
troverted without  overturning  all  the  legislation 
of  the  last  Congress  on  the  subject  of  confiscation, 
internal  revenue,  and  the  collection  of  taxes  in 
insurrectionary  districts.  I  have,  in  fact,  already 
argued  the  question  of  power,  in  what  I  have  said 
of  our  relations  to  the  rsbels  as  belligerents. 

The  third  section  provides  for  the  survey  of 
the  lands  in  question  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  forty- 
acre  lots.  This  is  deemed  necessary  from  the 
fact  that  in  several  of  the  insurrectionary  districts 
the  old  system  of  irregular  surveys  exists,  and  not 
the  present  or  rectangular  system.  The  section 
also  provides  for  the  appointment  of  necessary 
oflicers  and  their  compensation,  and  contemplates 
the  application  and  use  of  the  machinery  of  the 
General  Land  Office  within  such  districts. 

The  fourth  section  gives  a  homestead  of  eighty 
acres  to  all  soldiers  who  shall  have  served  in  the 
Army  or  Navy  two  years,  and  forty  acres  to  all 
persons  who  shall  have  aided  in  the  military  ser- 
vice against  the  rebels  for  any  period  of  time, 
either  as  soldiers  or  laborers.  It  also  extends  the 
provisions  of  the  homestead  act  of  1862over  these 
lands,  and  thus  avoids  any  new  and  cumbersome 
regulations,  and  exacts  a  continuous  residence  of 
five  years  to  consummate  the  title. 

The  fifth  section  provides  that  after  keeping  the 
lands  open  for  homesteads  for  five  years,  tliose 
remaining  vacant  shall  be  sold  at  public  sale.  It 
prohibits  the  sacrifice  of  them  by  fixing  a  mini- 
mum price,  which  they  must  bring.  It  also  re- 
quires the  purchaser  to  comply  with  the  preemp- 
tion act  of  1841,  prior  to  his  receiving  a  patent, 
thus  demanding  a  residence  on  the  land,  and  pre- 
cluding an  accumulation  of  it  in  the  hands  of  spec- 
ulators. These  safeguards  look  to  the  beneiit  of 
the  mass,  and  not  the  interests  of  a  few, even  after 
homesteads  have  been  selected.  This  section  also 
provides  that  proof  of  loyally  shall  be  made  by 
all  persons  claiming  rights  under  the  bill. 

The  sixth  section,  as  will  be  seen,  requires  no 
comment.  Theseventh  requires  persons. selecting 
improved  lands  to  pay  for  whatever  may  be  found 
of  value  on  them,  after  an  appraisement  by  per- 
sons regularly  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  to 
pay  the  costs  created  by  the  proceeding.  The 
effect  will  be  that  the  expenses  created  by  the  act 
will  be  paid  into  ihcTreasury  of  the  United  States, 


and  may  exceed  the  expenditures  which  will  be 
connected  with  its.operations. 

The  eighth  section  establishes  an  obviously  just 
if  not  a  necessary  rule  of  construction  as  to  per- 
sons of  color,  giving  them  equal  rights  with  white 
men,  and  extends  the  inchoate  rights  of  a  settler 
to  his  heirs,  or  widow,  who  may  complete  pay- 
ments and  make  proof. 

The  ninth  section  places  the  execution  of  the 
act  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  or  that  more 
immediately  connected  with  the  land  system;  and 
the  last  section  repeals  all  laws  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  of  the  act.  I  will  only  add  that  the 
act  has  nothing  to  do  with  real  estate  in  towns, 
cities,  and  villages,  which  will,  of  course,  con- 
tinue to  be  sold  as  heretofore. 

These,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  material  provis- 
ions of  the  bill.  They  embody  principles  which 
I  have  endeavored  to  vindicate,  by  argument  and 
by  fact.  If  I  am  right,  then  every  moment  of 
delay  is  a  golden  opportunity  wasted  forever. 
Under  the  present  policy  of  the  Go  vernment  every 
passing  day  bears  witness  to  the  transfer  of  thou- 
sands of  acres  of  forfeited  lands  to  speculators. 
According  to  Judge  Underwood,  more  than  two 
hundred  million  dollars  worth  of  property  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  chiefly  real  estate,  should  be 
confiscated  by  the  Government.  Thousands  of 
acres  are  now  being  sold  in  the  vi<vnity  of  this 
city.  In  September  last  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  issued  instructions  to  the  tax  com- 
missioners of  South  Carolina,  providing  for  the 
sale  of  40,845  acres,  of  which  24,316  acres  were 
to  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  in  tracts  of  320 
acres.  The  remainder  was  to  be  sold  to  the  heads 
of  African  families,  for  such  sums,  not  less  than 
$1  25,  as  the  Government  should  see  fit  to  de- 
mand. These  sales  are  portions  of  a  lot  of  76,775 
acresoffered  on  the  9th  of  last  March,  when  16,479 
acres  were  sold  to  speculators;  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  40,705  acres  which  will  have  been  sold  in 
large  t#icts,  leaving  for  the  negro  only  16,479 
acres,  which  he  may  buy,  if  he  can  raise  the  money 
to  pay  the  price  fixed  by  the  Government.  Such 
transactions  as  these,  in  Port  Royal,  where  so 
much  has  been  hoped  for  the  freedman,  are  most 
significant.  If  any  people  have  a  divine  right  to 
these  tropical  lands,  they  are  the  slaves  who  have 
bought  them,  over  and  over,  by  their  sweat  and 
toil  and  blood,  through  centuries  of  oppression. 
Degraded  and  imbruited  by  servitude,  mere  chil- 
dren in  knowledge  and  self  help,  we  require  them 
to  compete  for  their  homesteads  with  the  sharp- 
ened faculties  of  the  white  speculator,  schooled 
in  avarice  by  generations  of  money  getting,  who 
belie^ves  that  the  almighty  dollar  is  the  only  living 
and  true  God,  and  would  "run  into  the  mouth 
of  hell  after  a  bale  of  cotton." 

Sir,  our  Government  is  false  to  its  trust,  infidel 
to  its  mission,  if  it  shall  lend  its  high  sanction  to 
such  wanton  injustice  and  wrong.  Had  1  the 
power,  I  would  give  a  free  home  on  the  forfeited 
land  of  rebels  to  every  bondman  in  the  insurrec- 
tionary districts.  Let  the  Government,  at  least, 
give  him  an  equal  chance  with  our  own  race  in 
the  settlement  and  enjoyment  of  his  native  land. 
Less  than  this  would  be  amockery  of  justice  and 
an  insult  both  to  decency  and  humanity.  He  is 
excluded  from  the  northern  States  and  Territo- 
ries by  their  uncongenial  climate,  by  his  attach- 
ment to  his  birth-place,  and  by  Anglo-Saxon 
domination  and  enterprise.  Let  the  Government, 
which  has  so  long  connived  at  his  oppression, 
now  make  sure  to  him  a  free  homestead  on  the 
land  of  his  oppressor.  Letus  deal  justly  with  the 
African,  and  thereby  lay  claim  to  justice  forour- 
selves.  Let  us  remember,  in  the  language  of  our 
patriotic  Chief  Magistrate,  that  "we  cannot  es- 
cape history.  We  of  this  Congress  and  this 
Auministration  will  be  remembered  in  spite  of 
ourselves.  No  personal  significance  or  insignifi- 
cance can  spare  one  or  another  of  us.  The  fiery 
trial  through  which  we  pass  will  light  us  down, 
in  honor  or  dishonor,  to  the  latest  generation.  In 
giving  freedom  to  the  slave,  we  assure  freedom  to 
the  free;  honorable  alike  in  what  we  give  and 
what  we  preserve.  We  shall  nobly  save  or 
meanly  lose  the  last  best  hope  of  earth.  Other 
means  may  succeed;  this  could  not  fail.  The  way 
is  plain,  peaceful,  generous,  just — a  way  which, 
if  followed,  the  world  will  forever  applaud,  and 
God  must  forever  bless." 

I  now  withdraw  my  amendment,  and  demand 
the  previous  question. 
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Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  the  following  mod- 
ification of  my  amendment,  and  that  it  be  adied 
as  a  proviso  to  the  sixth  instead  of  the  fourth 
section. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Provided,  liowever,  Tliatno  non-commissioned  officer  or, 
private  soldier  or  seaman  wlio  sliali  be  at  tlie  time  of  such 
entry  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
or  who  shall  have  been  in  such  service  for  a  period  not  less 
than  three  months  and  honorably  discharged  therefrom, 
shall  be  required  to  pay  the  ten  dollars  fee  or  the  commis- 
sions mentioned  in  this  act  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  an 
amendment:  And  provided  further.  That  any  such  non- 
commissioned officer,  private  soldier,  or  seaman,  being  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  having  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  become  a  citizen  thereof  in  conformity  with  law, 
and  having  served  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  two  years  and 
been  honorably  discharged,  having  made  an  entry  of  land 
in  conformity  with  this  act  and  the  act  to  which  this  Is 
amendatory,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  patent  therefor  at  any 
time  after  having  resided  on  or  cultivated  such  land  for  a 
period  of  one  year,  and  the  widow,  if  unmarried,  or,  if  no 
widow,  the  children  of  such  non-commissioned  officer,  pri- 
vate soldier,  or  seaman,  shall  be  entitled  to  such  patent  on 
like  condition. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Before  my  colleague  calls 
the  previous  question,  I  desire*to  explain  the  ef- 
fect of  this  amendment.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  original  homestead  act  re(^uires  the  pay- 
ment of  a  fee  often  dollars  at  the  time  of  making 
the  entry  of  land  by  the  party  desiring  to  avti,il 
himself  of  the  provisions  of  the  act.  This  amend- 
atory act  reported  by  my  colleague  requires  the 
additional  payment  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the 
minimum  value  of  the  lands  entered,  to  be  paid  at 
the  time  of  entry,  and  one  per  cent,  at  the  time 
the  title  is  finally  perfected,  being  two  per  cent,  in 
addition  to  the  ten  dollar  fee.  These  payments 
are  in  addition  to  the  fees  required  to  be  paid  the 
oflicers  of  the  land  oiKce.  The  bill,  as  reported 
by  my  colleague,  requires  the  payment  of  all  of 
these  amounts  and  fees  by  all  persons,  including 
soldiers,  who  may  seek  to  obtain  the  benefit  of 
the  homestead  act,  and  requires  also  a  residence 
on  and  cultivation  of  the  land  for  five  years  before 
a  patent  shall  issue.  My  amendment  -provides 
that  the  soldier  being  in  that  service  at  the  time  of 
making  entry,  or  having  been  in  the  service  for 
the  period  of  three  months  and  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service,  shall  not  be  required  to 
pay  either  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  or  the  two  per 
cent,  commissions  upon  making  the  entry  and  thfi 
final  perfection  of  the  title.  That  is  the  effect  of 
the  first  proviso  of  the  amendment. 

The  second  proviso  of  my  amendmentis*lo  the 
eflTect  that  a  non-commissioned  officer,  private  sol- 
dier, or  seaman ,  having  served  for  a  period  of  not 
less'  than  two  years  and  been  honorably  dis- 
charged, shall  be  entitled  to  his  patent  for  his  quar- 
ter section  of  land  after  a  residence  and  cultivation 
of  one  year;  and  if  he  shall  die,  his  widow  or  his 
children  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this 
provision.  Under  the  original  act,  and  under  the 
amendatory  act  also,  as  reported  by  my  colleague 
— for  the  principle  is  not  changed  at  all — a  resi- 
dence and  cultivation  of  land  for  a  period  of  five 
years  is  a  prerequisite  to  obtaining  a  patent.  And 
this  applies  to  the  soldier  as  well  as  tiie  civilian. 
It  seems  to  me  there  ought  to  be  a  discrimination 
between  the  soldier  who  has  served  his  country 
faithfully  and  well  during  the  present  war  and 
the  citizens  who  have  endured  none  of  the  hard- 
ships of  the  war,  and,  availing  themselves  of  the 
absence  of  the  soldier  in  the  field,  have  gone  and 
aregoingin  vast  numbers  in  to  these  western  States 
and  Territories  to  locate  the  most  valuable  of  the 
public  lands  under  the  provisions  of  the  home- 
stead act.  Ought  there  not  to  be  some  discrim- 
ination? It  seems  -to  be  manifest  injustice  that 
there  should  not  be.  You  passed  this  homestead 
act  in  the  midst  of  the  war;  the  patriotism  of  the 
soldier  has  deprived  him  of  its  benefits,  while  the 
most  valuable  have  been  seized  upon  by  the  ever- 
ready  patriots  at  home. 

By  our  policy  we  invite  from  all  sections  of  the 
world  emigrants  to  come  and  take  possession  of 
our  lands  under  this  homestead  act.  That  may 
be,  in  view  of  the  future,  a  wise  policy;  but  it  is 
certainly,  so  far  as  the  benefits  of  this  law  are  con- 
cerned, a  very  unjust  policy  to  the  soldiers  in  the 
field,  who  during  all  the  time  have  been  debarred 
from  the  privilege  of  availing  themselves  of  its 
benefits.  Is  it  just,  sir,  to  place  them  upon  no 
better  footing  than  citizens  in  civil  life  who  have 
sacrificed  notiitngfortheir country, and  have  been 
able  all  the  time  to  avail  themselves  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  and  those  whom  your  bounty 


invites  from  all  quarters  of  the  world?  Why, 
sir,  too  manifestly  unjust  to  adniitof  a  moment's 
argument.  The  discrimination  is  all  against  the 
soldier.  There  is  not  one  feature  in  your  policy 
in  his  favor.  It  is  true,  by  the  bill  he  may  make 
his  affidavit  for  entry  before  an  officer  in  the  field; 
but  can  he  examine  the  land  he  would  enter  ?  This 
bill  confers  on  the  civilian  the  right  to  make  the 
affidavit  any  where.  There  is  another  fact  to  which 
I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  my  colleague,  and 
that  is,  that  the  great  body  of  soldiers  who  would 
be  enabled  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of 
this  provision,  and  procure  their  title  in  a  period 
of  twelve  months,  and  without  the  payment  of  the 
sums  I  have  mentioned,  are  that  class  of  soldiers 
who  went  into  the  public  service  when  we  were 
paying  bounties  of  only  |100.  Their  term  of 
service  is  now  nearly  expired,  and  many  of  them, 
worn  out  by  the  vicissitudesof  war,  could  accept 
this  bounty  at  the  hand  of  a  grateful  country. 
By  this  provision  we  could,  in  some  degree,  equal- 
ize the  bounties.  For  since  that  class  of  soldiers 
entei'ed  the  field  we  have  adopted  a  more  liberal 
system  of  bounties,  and  have  paid  $300,  while 
townships,  cities,  and  States  have  added  their 
bounties,  which  have  run  up  the  sum  in  some  in- 
stances to  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars  to  a  single 
soldier. 

The  eflfect  of  my  amendment  is,  in  some  degree 
at  least,  to  equalize  between  these  two  classes  of 
soldiers.  The  soldier  who  went  into  the  service 
nearly  three  years  ago,  and  comes  out  of  it  upon 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  honorably 
discharged,  is  enabled  to  settle  upon  these  public 
lands,  and,  upon  a  residence  of  one  year,  and 
without  the  payment  of  fees,  perfect  his  title. 
You  ought  to  give  him  this  advantage.  It  would 
be  unjust  to  refuse  it. 

The  gentleman  may  say  that  the  perfection  of 
title  within  a  period  of  twelve  months  is  of  no 
practical  moment;  but  the  experience  of  the  last 
year  has  shown  that  it  is  of  vast  practical  moment, 
in  determining  the  value  of  the  homestead.  A 
large  portion  of  those  who  settled  upon  these  pub- 
lic lands  under  the  homestead  provision  have, 
even  within  a  twelvemonth,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  title  more  secure,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  making  better  entries  and  investments,  or  to 
secure  more  favorable  locations,  paid  $1  25  per 
acre  for  their  homestead  and  obtained  a  patent, 
rather  than  wait  for  the  period  of  five  years.  The 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  establishes  this  fact.  This  provision,  then, 
would  place  the  soldier  in  some  degree  upon  an 
equality  with  his  fellow-citizens  at  home,  and 
would  enable  him  to  avail  himself  of  the  benefits 
of  this  law  without  waiting  the  tedious  process  of 
five  years'  occupation.  I  regard  this  advantage 
of  obtaining  the  title  in  one  year  of  infinitely  more 
moment  than  exemption  from  the  payment  of  the 
fees.  As  the  law  is  he  can  do-  nothing  with  the 
land  until  he  occupies  and  cultivates  it  for  five 
years;  if  he  leaves  it  it  is  a  total  loss.  Give  him 
the  title  after  a  residence  of  one  year,  and  if  his 
location  is  not  a  good  one,  and  he  wishes  to  change 
his  location,  let  him  sell  his  land.     Why  not,  sir? 

I  prefer  myself  that  the  moment  a  soldier  re- 
turns from  the  war  he  should  have  the  right  to 
select  his  homestead  upon  the  public  domain,  se- 
cured to  you  by  his  valor,  and  the  moment  that 
he  and  his  wife  and  children  have  taken  actual 
possession  of  it,  that  moment  he  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  patent,  securing  to  him  and  his  family  against 
all  accidents  and  contingencies,  without  fee  or 
other  charge,  a  home  and  a  freehold  in  the  soil  of 
his  country;  but  while  I  cannot  obtain  this,  be- 
cause as  you  say  it  would  result  to  the  benefit  of 
speculators,  I  would  still  incumber  the  soldier 
as  little  as  possible  in  securing  a  right  which  every 
other  citizen  enjoys,  and  from  which  he  has  been 
debarred  by  his  devotion  to  his  country. 

The  only  argument  made  against  that  system  is 
that  it  approximates  to  the  old  bounty-land  sys- 
tem, and  would  inure  to  the  benefit  of  speculators 
— that  great  body  of  men  who  prey  upon  the  in- 
dustry *nd  sufferings  of  their  fellow-citizens;  but 
by  this  provision,  requiring  a  residence  of  twelve 
months,  that  opportunity  for  speculation  is  en- 
tirely removed  or  materially  diminished.  But 
why  such  an  argument  ?  Congress  is  all  the  time 
granting  vast  bodies  of  land  to  railroad  corpora- 
lions,  great  and  overgrown  monopolies,  and  those 
lands  go  to  the  benefit  of  speculators,  and  gener- 
ally of  nobody  else. 


MESSAGE  FKOM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney, 
its  Secretary,  informed  the  House  that  the  Senate 
had  passed  bill  of  the  House  No.  199,  to  pro- 
vide for  carrying  the  mails  from  the  United  States 
to  foreign  ports,  and  for  other  purposes,  with 
amendments,  in  which  Re  was  directed  to  ask  the 
concurrence  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  With  the  permission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  I  move  that  the  House  non- 
concur in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  ask 
a  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  thereupon  appointed  Messrs. 
Allet,  Cole  of  California,  and  Prutn,  man- 
agers of  said  conference  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
HOMESTEAD  LAW — AGAIN. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  of  the  Senate  to  amend  the  homestead  law. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  During  the  last  and  also 
during  the  preceding  Congress,  you  appropriated 
millions  of  acres  of  the  public  domain  to  these 
vast  corporations.  You  will  appropriate  millions 
more  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  from 
all  indications,  for  similar  purposes,  thus  central- 
izing the  public  wealth,  and  monopolizing  the 
public  lands,  and  all  for  the  benefit  of  speculators. 
You  have  made  appropriations  already  for  the 
benefit  of  agricultural  colleges,  institutions  which 
must  result  to  the  benefit  of  but  a  handful  of  citi^ 
zens,  of  something  like  ten  million  acres  of  the 
public  domain.  Speculators  and  monopolists  will 
seize  upon  all  this.  There  seems  to  be,  indeed,  a 
determination  that  the  public  land  shall  be  ex- 
hausted, and  exhausted  for  the  benefit  of  specu- 
lators and  those  who  are  centralizing  your  wealth 
at  the  expense  of  labor.  But  when  it  is  proposed 
to  discriminate  in  favor  of  the  soldier  who  has 
served  his  country  faithfully  and  well  in  this 
terrible  war,  and  give  him  some  advantages  over 
those  who  suffTered  nothing  and  lost  nothing  by 
the  war,  the  argument  is  raised  that  you  furnish 
facilities  for  speculation.  Why,  sir,  you  are  fur- 
nishing them  in  every  other  shape  that  ingenuity 
can  devise,  and  because  this  benefit  to  the  soldier 
may  in  some  instances  inure  to  the  benefit  of 
speculation  you  deem  it  a  sufficient  argument  to 
withhold  the  benefit. 

My  colleague  talks  about  the  fairness  of  parti- 
tioning the  lands  which  you  propose  to  confiscate 
in  the  South  belonging  to  rebels,  not  to  the  sol- 
diers— that  seems  to  be  a  subordinate  considera- 
tion— but  to  those  who,  according  to  his  theory, 
are  of  all  others  by  divine  right  entitled  to  them, 
the  African  population  of  the  South.  My  col- 
league, no  doubt  under  a  paroxysm  of  political 
passion,  is  more  mindful  of  the  rights  of  that  one 
class  of  persons  than  he  is  of  the  rights  of  that 
great  body  of  men  in  whose  behalf  I  speak,  and 
who  are  the  more  entitled  to  public  consideration 
because  they  are  actually  engaged  in  maintaining 
the  common  wealth  of  the  whole  nation,  public 
domain  and  all,  by  putting  down  the  rebellion, 
which  would  overthrow  and  destroy  all. 

My  colleague  would  discriminate  in  favor  of 
what  he  regards  as  the  legitimate  and  proper  pop- 
ulation of  the  southern  States,  the  African,  but 
no  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  gallant  soldier. 
Oh,  no;  this  would  destroy  the  symmetry  of  the 
bill! 

Now,  I  think  my  colleague  would  discriminate 
very  unwisely  and  unjustly.  I  say  this  without 
any  reference  to  any  prejudices  in  favor  of  otw 
own  race  or  against  the  negro.  Three  and  a  half 
or  four  millions  of  Africans  remain  right  in  the 
very  hotbed  of  this  rebellion,  with  your  procla- 
mations cast  broadcast  over  the  South  inviting 
them  to  freedom;  nay,  your  policy  urged  them 
to  assert  their  freedom  and  pledges  the  nation  to 
maintain  it.  No  body  of  men  in  the  world's 
history  were  ever  so  solicited  to  strike  for  their 
own  rights.  And  yet  they  have  remained  per- 
fectly indiff'erent  and  passive  until  your  Army 
hasreached  them,  idle  spectators  of  the  war.  Not 
a  blow  has  been  struck,  not  an  arm  has  been 
raised  by  them  voluntarily  in  yoursupport.  Thejr 
have  not  even  sought, as  many  predicted,  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  use  of  the  impl^ients  of  labor 
in  their  hands  to  wage  war  upon  their  masters. 
As  you  have  reached  them  by  the  advance  of  your 
armies  you  have  made  them  the  special  recipients 
of  your  bounties.    Yet  those  who  remain  within 
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the  rebel  lines  are  as  submissive  as  those  you 
have  taken  under  your  care.  You  predicted  that 
a  proclamation  of  emancipation  would  recall  the 
rebel  from  the  army  to  defend  and  ]5rovide  for 
his  family.  In  all  this  your  theories  have  been 
delusive. 

Tliese  ihreeorfourmiilion  Africans — anumber 
almost  equal  to  the  number  of  liiose  wiio  are  at- 
tempting to  overthrow  the  Government — have 
remained  passive  or  submissive  laborers  for  rebel 
masters,  while  your  soldiers,  who  have  suffered 
none  of  the  wrongs  of  oppression  and  servitude, 
but  inspired  only  by  patriotism,  leaving  their 
homes  and  families,  have  invaded  that  region  of 
rebellion  to  establish  the  supremacy  of  the  Con- 
stitutionof  their  country.  As  between  these  two 
classes  of  men,  all  prejudice  aside,  the  one  pas- 
sive and  indifferent  under  servitude,  the  other 
striving  and  striking  and  bleeding,  my  friend 
makes  no  discrimination  whatever,  or,  if  any  at 
all,  a  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  African  and 
against  the  brave  and  gallant  soldier  who  has  im- 
periled life  and  all  for  the  country. 

My  colleague  speaks  of  the  African  as  pecu- 
liarly entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment; complains  of  the  injustice  done  him  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  lands  in  South  Caro- 
lina; asserts  that  he  is  entitled  to  equality  in  the 
regenerated  South,  alllu)Ugh  he  has  not  volun- 
tarily raised  an  arm  or  struck  a  blow  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  or  what  gentlemen  regard  as 
the  same  thing,  his  freedom.  1  do  not  understand 
the  doctrine.  It  claims  for  the  negro,  who  does 
nothing  even  for  his  own  freedom,  more  than  you 
will  yield  to  the  white  soldier,  who  has  done  all 
that  mortal  man  could  do.  I  would  do  all,  sir,  that 
humanity  demands  for  the  negro.  I  regret  that 
he  is  a  slave,  and  still  more  that  he  consents  to 
be  a  slave.  Yet  I  protest  against  the  feelings  that 
consider  his  rights  in  preference  to  those  of  the 
white  soldier.  The  argument  against  my  prop- 
osition, when  fairly  spoken,  is  that  it  will  afford 
facilities  for  sharpers  by  inducing  soldiers  to  sell 
their  lands  to  those  engaged  in  land  speculation. 
That  argument  would  deprive  them  of  any  prop- 
erty. In  the  instance  referred  to,  Beaufort,  South 
Carolina,  where  the  Government  has  seized  large 
bodies  of  lands  and  sold  them  at  nominal  prices 
to  negroes  and  speculators,  no  restriction  I  be- 
lieve has  been  imposed  on  the  African,  who  buys 
the  land  at  a  merely  nominal  price.  No,  sir;  that 
would  never  do.  And  yet  this  restriction  is  to  be 
imposed  on  the  most  meritorious  class  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens. The  Government  must  withhold 
the  title  for  five  years  for  fear  he  might  sell  his 
land  to  a  speculator  !  Very  careful  of  the  soldier ! 
If  any  discrimination  is  to  be  made,  as  in  legis- 
lation discriminations  are  generally  made,  it  ought 
to  be  made  in  favor  of  those  who  have  served 
their  country  well,  who  have  imperiled  their  lives, 
who  have  encountered  great  hardships  and  dan- 
gers, and  shown  by  their  conduct  and  acts  the 
highest  devotion  to  their  country. 

I  have  believed,  sir,  and  1  still  believe,  that 
these  public  lands  should  have  been  appropriated 
for  one  of  two  objects:  either  as  a  foundation  for 
the  national  credit,  and  to  be  ultimately  applied 
to  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  or  else 
they  should  have  been  applied  exclusively  or 
mamly  to  the  remuneration  of  that  class  of  men 
who  have  sacrificed  and  suffered  so  much  for 
their  country  in  its  hour  of  peril. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  great  body  of  the  soldiers 
who  enlisted  during  the  first  few  months  of  the 
war  relied  upon  receiving  their  land  bounties. 
They  knew  that  every  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812 
had  received  this  bounty,  even  though  he  might 
not  have  served  for  more  than  a  period  of  fourteen 
days.  They  knew  that  every  surviving  soldier 
of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  had  received  this 
bounty,  that  every  soldier  of  the  Mexican  war 
and  of  the  Indian  wars  had  received  it;  and  in  the 
western  country  might  have  been  seen  ]iostcd  up 
invitations  to  men  to  join  the  Army  under  a  f)rom- 
i«e  of  their  getting  the  bounty  of  a  t|uarter  sec- 
tion of  land.  In  this  they  have  been  disappointed; 
but  I  insLnton  approaching  as  near  to  tlu\t  policy 
as  the  public  interests  will  permit.  It  is  that  idea 
which  I  have  sought  to  embody  in  the  proposi- 
tion which  I  Tiave  submitted:  a  service  of  three 
months  and  an  lionornble  dischargi;  to  entitle  the 
Boldier  to  iiis  quarter  section  of  land,  without  any 
payment;  and  a  service  of  two  years  and  an  hon- 
orable discharge  to  entitle  hini  to  the  patent  for 


his  land  after  a  residence  of  one  instead  of  five 
years,  as  provided  by  the  bill. 

As  1  know  that  this  day  is,  to  some  extent,  in- 
tended to  be  devoted  to  (he  consideration  of  pri- 
vate bills,  and  as  the  pending  bill  is  unexception- 
able, except  so  far  as  it  fails  to  provide  properly 
for  that  class  of  men  for  whose  benefit  I  have  sub- 
mitted my  amendment,  I  suppose  the  House  will 
prefer  to  dispose  of  it  without  any  general  de- 
bate. My  proposition  is  so  manifestly  right  that 
I  trust  my  colleague  will,  in  view  of  its  justice, 
assent  to  it,  and  that  it  will  be  adopted,  and  that 
the  House  will  pass  the  bill  thus  amended. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  measure  be- 
fore the  House  was  duly  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  which  framed  the  bill,  and 
'also  by  the  House  committee.  Both  committees 
agreed  to  the  bill  just  as  it  is,  making  no  excep- 
tion or  qualification  as  to  soldiers  except  as  pro- 
vided in  the  sections  which  I  explained  on  last 
Friday.  It  will  be  recollected  that  we  allow  sol- 
diers to  make  the  affidavits  required  by  the  home- 
stead lasv  before  the  officer  in  command,  if  they 
are  on  duty,  and  that  if  they  have  taken  the  ini- 
tiatory steps  required  in  the  way  of  settlement  and 
cultivation,  and  are  afterwards  called  into  the  ser- 
vice, they  shall  not  thereby  lose  their  rights,  but 
may  save  them  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the 
bill  as  we  report  it. 

If  we  proceed  to  make  further  exceptions,  if  we 
provide  that  the  soldier  shall  pay  no  money  as 
the  condition  of  securing  his  title,  and  that  one 
year's  occupancy  shall  be  sufficient,  it  is  a  prece- 
dent for  a  further  departure  from  the  homestead 
policy  and  a  long  step  toward  its.  overthrow. 
That  policy  looks  to  the  settlement  and  hnprove- 
mejitofthe  land.  Indeed,  this  is  its  grandand  re- 
deeming feature.  The  bill  before  us  corrects  the 
practical  defects  in  the  homestead  law  of  1862,  so 
that  its  benefits  are  fairly  and  equally  opened  to 
all;  but  the  committee  were  unwilling,  as  I  hope 
this  House  will  be,  to  make  any  such  radical  de- 
parture from  the  principles  of  that  law  as  my  col- 
league proposes.  I  have,  I  trust,  as  sincere  a  re- 
gard for  the  soldier  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor, 
not  even  excepting  my  colleague,  but  I  protest 
against  any  measure  which  must  necessarily  lead 
to  the  mutilation  if  not  the  destruction  of  the 
homestead  policy. 

I  do  not  desire  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House 
by  further  replying  to  the  points  brought  forward 
by  my  colleague,  and  which  have  been  in  the  main 
totally  foreign  to  the  subject.  He  referred  to  the 
African  question,  which  i  have  not  mentioned  in 
the  discussion  of  this  bill,  and  which  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  vote  we  are  about  to  take.  I  have 
been  known  to  talk  on  that  subject  when  it  was 
in  order,  but  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  upon  it  to- 
day with  my  colleague,  who  seems  so  much  to 
relish  it.  Dismissingit,  with  the  long  and  irrele- 
vant diatribe  to  which  he  has  treated  us,  and 
hoping  that  the  bill  will  pass  just  as  it  came  to  us 
from  the  Senate,  I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  1  ask  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  I  yield  to  my  colleague  on  the 
committee. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  another 
good  reason  why  the  amendment  of  llie  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  should  not  be  adopted.  This  bill  as 
it  has  been  prepared  and  passed  the  Senate  has 
been  under  consideration  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  It  has  been  reported  unanimously 
by  that  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  containing  a 
provision  by  way  of  fees  to  make  up  the  want  of 
salary^n  the  part  of  certain  officers,  those  officers 
ofthc  United  States  whoare  not  supported  by  their 
present  salaries  even  in  connection  with  fees.  Pro- 
vision has  been  made  in  the  amendments  to  the 
homestead  bill  by  which  a  certain  increase  of  fees 
is  made  to  those  ofllcers.  The  provision  is  not 
to  raise  their  salaries,  cut  down  some  time  pre- 
viously. There  will  not  be  an  increased  burden 
upon  the  Treasury.  A  requisition  is  made  upon 
those  who  enter  lands  to  pay  certain  increased 
fees.  If  this  amendment  |)revails  it  will  strike 
at  the  merits  of  the  bill  before  the  House,  and  al- 
most render  it  a  nullity.  If  the  soldier  does  not 
have  ])ay  enough,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  who 
seems  to  be  trying  to  Ijc  a  more  ardent  friend  nf 
the  soldier  than  any  one  on  this  side,  let  him  seek 
some  other  remedy  by  which  the  aoldier  will  have 


a  certain  remuneration  without  striking  at  the  vi- 
tality of  the  bill.  I  hope  that  the  bill  will  pass 
without  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  and  that  the  whole  work  of  the  House 
and  Senate  committees  thus  far  will  not  be  de- 
stroyed. 

Mr.'DRIGGS.  With  the  gentleman's  permis- 
sion, I  will  make  a  single  remark.  If  the  gentle- 
man's amendment  prevails,  certain  provisions  of 
the  bill  will  become  nugatory,  especially  where  it 
is  provided  that  for  all  personal  effects  the  parties 
entering  the  land  should  give  security  to  pay  for 
them  within  five  years.  If  after  a  residence  of 
one  year  the  soldier  is  to  get  a  title,  how  can  that 
provision  be  carried  out.' 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  will  answer  that. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  I  will  make  one  further  remark. 
The  man  who  will  not  pay  ten  dollars  for  forty 
acres  of  land  will  not  occupy  it.  It  is  simply  to 
pay  for  the  expenses  of  survey,  and  I  do  not 
think  there  is  a  soldier  who  would  accept  the  privi- 
lege and  refuse  to  pay  these  expenses. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  yield 
to  me. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  I  will,  if  the  gentleman  will  re- 
new the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  will. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  will  be  understood  by  any  gen- 
tleman who  reads  the  bill  carefully  that  the  pro- 
viso does  not  conflict  with  any  provision  or  affect 
its  vitality.  The  gentleman  from  California  is 
mistaken.  My  proviso  will  make  the  soldier 
entitled  to  the  title  of  this  land  without  the  pay- 
ment of  money,  and  the  other  class  will  have  to 
pay  ten  dollars;  and  he  will  get  his  patent  after 
a  residence  of  one  year,  while  they  will  have  to 
wait  five  years.  It  is  only  a  discrimination  in  fa- 
vor of  infinitely  the  most  meritorious  class  of  per- 
sons. I  renew  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  STILES  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  54,  nays  58;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Anderson, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Bliss,  James  S. 
^rown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Coffroth,  Creswoll,  Dawson,  Denl- 
60n,  Dumont,  Eldridgo,  Hall,  Hardin^,  Harrington,  Uliarles 
M.  Harris,  Herrielc,  Holman,  KalbflVjiscli,  Koriiaii,  Long, 
Mallory,  Marcy,  Middleton,  Uaniel  Morris, Moirison,  Amos 
Myers,  Noble,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pendleton,  fer- 
ry, Pruyii,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  James  S.  Rollins, 
Ross,  Smith,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse, 
Stuart,  Wadswortl),  Ward,  Webster, Whaley,\VI)eeler,  and 
Ycaman — 54. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Auies,  Ashley,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bowtvvell,  Brandcgee,  Broom- 
all,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Deniing,  Donnelly,  Driggs,Eck- 
Icy, Eliot,  Fcnton,  Frank,  Gooch,  Higliy,  Holchkiss,  John 
H.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Kasson,  IColley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Loan,  Longycar,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Sauiuel  F. 
Miller,  Moorhcad,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Perham,  Pike, 
Price, Alcijandcr  H.  Uioo,  John  H.Rice,  Schcnck,  Scolicid, 
Shannoji,  Smilhers,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Up- 
son, Elihu  B.  Wasliburne,  Wilder,  Wilson,  and  Win- 
doni — 58. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  McDowell  stated  that  he  was  paired 
off  with  Mr.  Washburn,  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  stated  that  Mr.  O'Neill,  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  paired  off  with  Mr.  Steele, 
of  New  Jersey. 

The  result  was  then  announced  as  above  re- 
corded. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  JULIAN  demanded  the  previous  question 
upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put;  and  under  the 
operation  thereof  the  bill  waspassed. 

Mr.  JULIAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  waspassed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SPEAKER   PRO   TEMPORE. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  yesterday  au- 
thorized the  Speaker,  when  compelled  to  be  ab- 
sent on  Saturdays,  to  designate  some  gentleman 
to  act  as  Speaker  pro  tempore.  As  the  Speaker 
will  be  absent  to-morrow  he  designates  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washburne]  to  act  as 
such  to-morrow. 
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ANNALS  OP  CONG  HESS,  ETC. 
.Mr.  SMITH.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
I  am  directed  by  the  select  committee  to  whom 
wa.s  referred  the  resolution  in  reference  to  Gales 
&  Seaton,  to  report  back  the  resolution  with  a 
recommendation  tiiat  it  should  pass. 
The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Rcsolvcrl,  That  the  Clmlc  of  tlic  House  be  directed  to  ex- 
ecute llio  rosniutionoftho  House  of  the  29th  ofMay,  J852, 
ordering  liim  to  supply  the  House  liljrary  with  a  certain 
iiMiuber  of  Congressional  Annals  and  Debates,  so  far  as  to 
pay  the  publisliers  for  tlic  volumes  delivered  prior  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolution  of  the  9tli  of  June,  1862,  rescind- 
ing the  resolution  of  May  29  aforesaid. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  desire  simply  to  say  that  from 
all  the  evidence  before  the  committee  they  were 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  after  the  passage  of 
the  resolution  of  the  29lh  of  May,  1862,  Mr. 
Seaton  proceeded  to  deliver  to  this  House  the 
number  of  books  contemplated  by  the  resolution 
as  it  passed  on  that  day;  and  in  his  conference 
with  the  Clerk,  Mr.  Etheridge,  at  that  time  he 
made  an  effort  to  secure  from  him  an-order  for 
the  l)ooks  and  his  pay  as  contemplated  under  that 
resolution.  Etheridge  stated  to  him  that  there 
was  no  money  belonging  to  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  House,  or  only  a  few  dollars,  and  conse- 
quently ho  was  unable  to  pay  the  money.  He 
half  made  a  statement  to  Mr.  Seaton  at  that  time 
that  there  would  be  an  effort  made  in  the  House 
to  reconsider  that  resolution;  and  the  committee^ 
believe  that  whatever  books  Seaton  delivered  un- 
der that  resolution  he  delivered  in  good  faith,  be- 
lieving that  when  the  House  made  an  appropri- 
ation therefor  he  would  be  paid  for  them.  There 
was  no  circumstance  connected  with  the  whole 
case,  so  far  as  the  committee  could  discover  after 
the  examination  of  several  witnesses,  to  induce 
the  committee  to  believe  otherwise  than  that  the 
whole  transaction  was  fair  and  just.  The  books 
having  been  delivered  in  good  faith  under  the  res- 
olution, the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  see  that  that  resolution 
is  carried  out. 

I  call  the  previous  question  upon  the  passage 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  1  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  to  withdraw  that  call  for  a  few 
minutes.     I  will  renew  the  demand. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  withdraw  the  call  with  that 
understanding. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will 
briefly  state  what  I  know  of  the  matter  under 
consideration.  Early  in  the  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress in  July,  1861,  a  memorial  came  to  the  Print- 
ing Committee,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  of  being 
a  member,  asking  Congress  to  buy  of  Messrs. 
Gales  &  Seaton  one  hundred  copies  of  their  "An- 
nals of  Congress  and  Register  of  Debates."  On 
inquiry  it  was  found  that  they  would  cost  the 
large  sum  of  $35,500,  or  |355  per  set,  embracing, 
as  they  did,  seventy-one  volumes.  The  proposi- 
tion was  not  for  a  moment  entertained,  because 
the  situation  of  the  finances  of  the  country  for- 
bade the  idea  of  so  large  an  expendittire  for  books 
which  were  not  needed.  Theproposition  was  not 
renewed  at  that  session;  but  at  the  first  regular 
session,  commencing  in  December  of  the  same 
year,  it  was  again  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
committee  by  a  resolution  offered  by  some  mem- 
ber of  the  House  and  refen-ed  to  them.  It  was 
the  subject  of  discussion  in  the  committee;  and 
late  in  the  session  a  majority  of  the  committee 
determined  to  report  in  favor  of  the  purchase,  and 
the  resolution  passed  the  House  by  a  small  ma- 
jority. I  dissented  from  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  made  a  brief  statement  to  the  House, 
giving  the  number  of  the  same  works  already  in 
the  libraries  of  the  House  and  Senate,  and  also 
of  those  still  in  wrappers  which  had  been  bought 
by  the  Government  and  placed  in  a  store-room  of 
the  Capitol,  which  had  never  been  opened.  The 
number  at  that  time  in  the  House 'library  was 
eighty-five  perfect  sets  of  the  whole  work  and  fif- 
teen imperfect  ones.  In  the  Senate  library  there 
were,  I  think,  thirty-five  perfect  sets  and  fifteen 
im|)erfect  ones.  Tiie  number  in  wrappers  about 
forty,  all  perfect.  Thus  the  Government  at  that 
time  was  in  possession  of  at  least  one  hundred 
and  sixty  perfect  copies  of  the  work  sought  to  be 
sold  to  them  by  the  rtisolution.  The  same  num- 
ber is  now  on  hand.  On  the  !)ih  (l;iy  of  June  the 
resolution  was  rescinded  by  a  vole  of  the  House 
by  a  majority  of  some  fifteen  or  eighteen.   Those 


gentlemen  who  are  now  urging  the  passage  of  a 
resolution  instructing  the  present  Clerk  of  the 
House  to  receive  and  pay  for  the  books  claimed 
to  have  been  delivered  to  his  predecessor,  do  so 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  actually  delivered 
and  duly  received  between  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  ortlering  them  and  the  one>  re- 
scinding that  order. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  state  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  in  this  statement  I  am  fully  corrobcM-a ted 
l»y  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Etheridge,  the  Clerk  of  the 
last  Congress,  taken  before  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation, of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  of 
Kentucky  is  chairman.  I  suspect  no  one  will 
■charge  him  with  making  statements  against  the 
publishers  of  the  Intelligencer  which  facts  will 
not  warrant.  Soon  after  the  passage  of  the  first 
resolution,  ordering  him  to  purchase  the  books, 
(the  next  day  I  believe,)  I  went  into  his  room 
and  advised  him  not  to  give  the  order  for  them  at 
once,  as  1  knew,  or  thought  I  knew,  the  tempei'  of 
the  House  so  well  on  this  subject,  that  they  would 
rescind  the  resolution  when  there  was  a  full  House. 
He  at  once  replied  that  he  had  already  been  ap- 
plied to  by  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton  for  an  order 
for  the  books,  but  that  he  had  declined  giving  it, 
on  the  ground,  first,  that  there  was  no  money  in 
the  Treasury  to  pay  for  them; and  second,  that  he 
knew  there  was  to  be  a  contestoverit,  and  he  did 
not  choose  to  take  the  responsibility  of  settling  it,  as 
he  would  do  by  giving  an  order.  About  a  week 
after  this  time  he  told  me  that  Messrs.  Gales  & 
Seaton  had  attempted  to  deliver  the  books,  but 
that  he  refused  to  receive  them,  giviag  to  them 
the  same  reasons  for  doing  so  that  he  did  when  the 
order  was  asked  for.  The  man  who  had  them  in 
charge  asked  permission  to  store  them  in  one  of 
the  rooms  of  the  Capitol,  as  there  they  would  be 
much  less  exposed  to  fire  than  at  the  printing 
office.  He  (tlic  Clerk)  allowed  him  to  pack  them 
away  in  an  unoccupied  room,  withthe  exprcssun- 
derstanding  between  them  that  he  did  not  by  thus 
granting  the  privilege  in  any  manner  consent  to 
accept  of  the  books.  After  depositing  them  in  the 
store-room  the  agent  of  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton 
locked  the  door,  and  took  the  key  away  with  him, 
and  it  is  now  in  possession  of  the  gentlemen  own- 
ning  the  books. 

I  know  there  is  a  high  regard  entertained  by  the 
gentlemen  of  this  House  for  the  surviving  mem- 
ber of  this  firm,  a  regard  and  esteem  justly  earned 
by  a  long  life  of  usefulness  and  upright  conduct, 
and  this  will,  I  know,  incline  many  to  vot6  for  a 
resolution  appropriating  the  money,  as  it  ie  sup- 
posed, in  his  behalf.  But  I  would  say  to  such 
gentlemen  that  facts  were  developed  before  an  in- 
vestigating committee  in  the  last  Congress  on  this 
very  question,  showing  that  he  will  be  a  recip- 
ient of  but  a  small  amount,  if  any,  of  the  sum 
should  the  resolution  pass.  Parties  swore  before 
that  committee  that  a  large  proportion  of  it  was 
due  them,  and  it  was  on  this  account  they  were 
endeavoring  to  lobby  it  through  the  House.  That 
evidence  is  now  in  possession  of  a  member  of 
this  House,  and  if  any  one  desires  to  hear  it 
he  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  glad  to  communi- 
cate it. 

When  all  these  facts  are  before  the  House,  if 
gentlemen  feel  disposed  to  vote  an  expenditure  of 
^35,500  for  what  is  not  necessary  for  the  use  of 
the  House,  and  for  which  there  is  no  just  claim, 
while  there  are  so  many  honest  demands  upon 
the  Treasury  which  are  suspended  for  the  want 
of  means  to  meet  them,  I  shall  be  mistaken  in  their 
sense  of  justice.  I  renew  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  withdraw  the  demand  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  A.  W.CLARK.  I  renewed  the  call  upon 
agreement  with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky yield  to  me? 

Mr.  SMITH.     I  cannot. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask,  then,  unanimous  con- 
sent to  make  a  few  remarks. 

No  objiiction  was  made. 

Mr.  WILSON  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  understootfthe  previous  ques- 
tion wascall(;d  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  so;  but  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  has  unanimous  consent  to  occupy 
the  floor. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  do  not  intend  to  occupy  time 
in  submitting  any  remarks  upon  this  question. 


Mr.  STILES.     I  desire  to  make  an  inquiry  of  - 
the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  shall  be  through  in  a  few 
moments.  I  wish  that  the  evidence  which  was 
taken  by  the  special  committee  appointed  by  the 
Thirty-Seventh  Congress  to  investigate  this  job 
shall  be  placed  before  the  House.  I  have  always 
had  my  doubts  about  the  powers  of  the  House  to 
direct  the  payment  of  money  for  this  purpose  out 
of  the  contingent  funtl  of  the  House;  and  I  under- 
stand that  Comptroller  Whittlesey,  during  his 
lifetime,  passed  upon  that  question — and  1  be- 
lieve in  relation  to  this  very  case — in  which  he 
stated  he  would  not  approve  a  claim  based  upon 
a  resolution  of  the  House  directing  the  payment 
of  money  to  purchase  books,  such  as  are  now 
proposed, outof  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Smith]  has  made  a  re- 
port from  a  special  committee.  I  trust  that  he 
does  not  intend  to  ask  the  House  to  act  upon  that 
report  before  it  is  printed,  together  with  the  evi- 
dence taken,  so  that  we  may  see  how  this  matter 
stands.     I  think  that  he  ought  to  postpone  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  If  gentlemen  will  take  their  seats 
and  listen  to  me  for  a  minute  and  a  half,  I  believe 
I  can  show  them  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
postponement. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney, 
its  Secretary,  informed  the  House  that  the  Senate 
insisted  on  its  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  to  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  299)  to  pro- 
vide for  carrying  the  mails  from  the  United  States 
to  foreign  ports,  and  for  other  purposes,  agreed  to 
the  conference  asked  by  the  House  on  the  disa- 
greeing voles  of  the  two  Houses,  and  had  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  CoLLAMER,CoNNESs,  and  Buck- 
ALEW  managers  of  the  conference  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

ANNALS  01'  CONGBESS — AGAIN. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  A.  W.  Clark]  demanded  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  He  yields  to  me  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  some  of  the  evidence  asked  for. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  previous  question 
is  withdrawn.  The  Chair  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Smith]  to  demand  the 
previous  question,  but  he  yielded  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  A.  W.  Clark]  on  his 
promise  to  renew  it.  The  Chair  now  understands 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  withdravir  the 
previous  question  to  allow  the  gentleman  from 
Minnesota  [Mr.  Windom]  to  speak. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  withdrew  the  previous  ques- 
tion and  yielded  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
with  the  request  and  with  the  understanding  of 
an  agreement  on  his  part  that  he  would  renew  the 
call  when  he  got  through. 

Mr.  WINDOM.     I  believe  I  have  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  not  at 
present. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  have  some  evidence  here 
which  I  think  would  be  very  interesting  to  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky yielded  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  with  the  understanding  that  he  would  renew 
the  call  for  the  previous  question,  then  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  has  control  of  the  previous 
question,  and  can  withdraw  it.  It  is  a  question 
between  him  and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
whether  he  carries  out  the  agreement  between 
them.  He  now  withdraws  the  previous  question, 

Mr.  WINDOM.  lunderstand,  then,  tliatthere 
is  some  disagreement,  and  that  I  am  not  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  recognizes  the 
gentleman  from  Minnesota,  the  previous  question 
having  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SMITH.  When  I  yielded  the  floortothe 
gentleman  I  did  it  with  the  distinct  understanding 
that  he  would  call  the  previous  question,  thereby 
giving  me,  as  I  presumed,  a  right  to  control  the 
matter  as  chairman  of  the  committee.  I  under- 
stand that  he  has  now  transferred  the  floorto  an- 
other gentleman;  and  I  shall  know  hereafter  how 
to  act  in  matters  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  WlNDOlM.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  when  I  have  made  my  remarks. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Understand  mg  that  1  do  not 
wisli  to  prevent  a  full  and  free  discussion  of  thia 
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queslion.  lam  willing  to  have  all  the  facts  brought 
out.  1  am  willing  that  every  member  upon  thi^ 
floor  shall  discuss  it,  and  that  all  the  testimony  in 
the  case  shall  be  heard;  and  I  believe  that  Mr. 
Seaton  is  willing  that  everything  shall  be  known 
and  understood,  so  that  his  claim  shall  be  fully 
and  fairly  vindicated. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  desire  to  occupy  the  floor 
for  a  very  few  moments  in  response  to  the  ques- 
tion asked  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  with 
reference  to  this  evidence. 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  history  of  this 
book  job,  as  it  was  styled  at  the  time,  for  that  has 
been  detailed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  A.  W.  Clark]  from  its  origin  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  down  to  the  time  when  it  was 
finally  rescinded. 

I  believe  this  claim  is  now  based  on  what  is  said 
to  have  been  a  contract  with  this  House  by  rea- 
son of  the  delivery  of  these  books  by  Gales  & 
Seaton  after  the  first  resolution  was  passed. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Minnesota  to  yield  to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  WINDOM.     1  will  for  one  moment. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  I  understand  that  I  have 
transgressed  one  of  the  parliamentary  usages  of 
the  House  in  yielding  to  the  gentleman  from  Min- 
nesota, and,  if  that  is  so,  1  should  be  glad  if  he 
would  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Certainly,  I  will  yield  the 
floor  if  it  has  been  improperly  accorded  to  me. 

Mr.  SMITH.     Oh  no;  I  do  not  ask  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  that 
when  a  gentleman  yields  the  floor  to  another  with 
the  understanding  that  he  shall  move  the  previous 
question,  the  gentleman  to  whom  the  floor  is 
yielded  has  control  of  the  previous  question;  and 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  having  demanded 
the  previous  question, he  had  a  right  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  J  said  that  this  claim  of  Gales 
&  Seaton  is  based  upon  an  alleged  delivery  of 
these  books  to  the  Etouse  after  the  passage  of  the 
first  resolution.  The  remarks  that  I  desire  to 
make  shall  be  addressed  to  that  point,  and  to  some 
of  the  circumstances  bearing  upon  the  good  faith 
of  that  delivery. 

I  happened  to  be  somewhat  conversant  with 
that  transaction  at  the  time,  and  afterwards  to  be 
a  member  of  an  investigating  committee  raised 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  as  to  the  good  faith 
of  that  transaction.  Immediately  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  first  resolution  authorizing  the  late 
Clerk  to  purchase  one  hundred  sets  of  this  book, 
as  is  shown  by  the  testimony  taken  yesterday  be- 
fore the  select  committee,  these  parties  made  ap- 
plication to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  accept  said 
books.  They  were  in  hot  haste  to  get  an  accept- 
ance from  him  which  would  bind  the  House. 
They  knew,  as  I  believe  the  circumstances  show, 
that  an  effort  would  be  made  to  rescind  the  reso- 
lution, and  hence  they  thought  if  they  could  se- 
cure an  acceptance  of  the  books  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  they  would  have  a  sort  of  implied  con- 
tract upon  which  they  could  come  in  afterwards 
with  a  resolution  of  iliis  kind  and  sccur&  pay  for 
them.  The  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives told  them,  as  he  says,  that  there  was  no 
money  to  pay  for  those  books.  He  says  he  had 
two  reasons  for  not  accepting  them.  One  was 
that  the  contingent  fund  was  exhausted;  and  the 
other  was  that  he  believed,  from  the  character  of 
the  opposition  to  the  original  resolution,  that  it 
would  i)e  rescinded,  or  an  effort  made  to  do  so, 
and  he  did  not  want  to  settle  that  question. 

It  was  known,  1  believe,  all  through  the  House, 
it  was  known  by  all  the  lobbyists  who  thronged 
the  passages  about  this  Ha  II,  thatnn  effort  would  be 
made  to  rescind  the  resolution.  Hence  their  haste 
to  secure  from  the  late  Clerk  an  acceptance  of 
these  books.  The  Clerk  never  officially  accepted 
or  received  them.  He  told  the  parties  he  would 
not  thus  accept  them ;  and  he  referred  them  to  Mr. 
Lanman,  librarian  of  the  House,  who,  he. said, 
"  could  probably  find  a  room  in  the  Capitol  where 
theboolcscould  be  stored  forsafe-keeping,  Messrs. 
Gales  &  Seaton  claiming  that  the  books  were  then 
in  an  old  wooden  builtling  where  they  were  lia- 
ble to  destruction  by  fire.  The  librarian  of  the 
House  f)f  Rf'presentntivcs  gave  them  a  room  in 
this  building  for  their  own  benefit  and  security, 
and  delivered  to  them  the  key.  The  testimony 
before  the  select  committee  yesterday  shows  that 
Galea  &  Seaton  have  kept  the  key  ever  since,  and 


have  had  entire  control  of  the  room.  And  now, 
sir,  because  they  have  been  thus  furnished,  with- 
out charge,  with  a  safe  and  convenient  store-room 
for  their  books  they  come  in  here  and  claim  that 
we  are  in  honor  bound  to  pay  for  them.  There 
is,  in  my  opinion,  no  contract  express  or  implied, 
and  no  obligation  of  law  or  conscience  on  which 
such  a  claim  can  be  based.  It  is  simply  an  effort, 
toooften  made, toplayasharp  game  on  tljf  House, 
and  then  get  paid  for  it.  ^ 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  was  an  undue  desire 
manifested  by  some  party — I  will  not  say  by 
Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton,  for  I  charge  no  thing  upon 
them,  but  by  their  friends  and  creditors — to  force 
this  claim  through  the  House.  The  testimony 
taken  before  the  investigating  committee  to  which 
I  have  referred  may  throw  some  light  on  this 
point.  Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  re- 
scinding resolution  the  correspondenlof  theNew 
York  Tribune  made  a  charge,  in  the  following, 
words: 

"  No  member  of  the  House  had  the  hardihood  to  move  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  whicli  the  resolution  was  re- 
jected. We  have  reason  to  believe,  however,  that  a  care- 
ful search  for  a  pliable  man  was  instituted,  and  that  some 
persons  were  approached  ostensibly  on  behalfof  the  friends 
of  the  resolution  with  oilers  of  a  pecuniary  nature.  It  is 
too  late  now  to  enter  a  motion  for  reconsideration." 

Thereupon  a  member  from  Vermont  (Mr. 
Walton)  moved  a  committee  of  investigation  to 
inquire  into  the  facts,  and  to  ascertain  whether 
any  efforts  of  a  pecuniary  nature  were  made  to 
secure  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote.  The  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  and  I  read  their  unanimous 
report: 

"The  select  committee,  to  whom  the  resolution  of  the 
House,  ofTered  by  Hon.  E.  P.  Walton,  was  referred,  di- 
recting an  investigation  of  the  charge  made  by  the  corre- 
spondent of  the  New  York  Tribune,  'that  he  liad  reason 
to  believe  that  a  pliable  man  had  been  searched  for  to  move 
a  reconsideration  of  a  resolution,'  and  'that  some  persons 
were  approached,  ostensibly  on  behalf  of  the  friends  of  the 
resolution,  wiih  offers  of  a  pecuniary  nature,'  beg  leave 
unanimously  to  submit  the  evidence  in  the  case,  with  the 
following  resolution,  and  .isU  to  be  discharged  from  a  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject: 

"  Resoloed,  That,  after  a  full  investigation  of  the  case,  we 
are  unable  to  discover  that  any  approaches  of  a  pecuniary 
nature  were  made  to  any  members  of  this  House,  either 
by  those  interested  in  the  proposed  measure  or  others  ;  but 
they  do  find  evidence  that  indirect  but  unsuccessful  efforts 
were  made,  through  third  parties,  to  obtain  the  Influence 
of  officers  of  the  House,  sufficient  to  found  the  charge 
made  by  the  Tribune  correspondent,  and  therefore  cannot 
discover  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  any  breach  of  privilege 
awarded  to  him  as  a  reporter  in  the  House." 

I  will  also  read  a  few  extracts  from  the  evidence 
taken  before  that  committee: 

Testimony  of  Mr.  ClOsse. 

"  Question.  Did  you  ever  offer  Captain  Darling  anything 
to  get  s(mie  one  to  move  a  reconsideration? 

"JJfiiswcr.  r  had  a  talk  with  Captain  Darling;  I  think  he 
spoke  to  me  first.  Something  was  said  about  an  effort  be- 
ing made  to  get  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote.  This  was 
on  the  next  day  after  the  resolution  was  defeated,  and  when 
the  House  was  in  session.  I  don't  remember  all  that  was 
said.  T  think  I  did  not  offer  him  any  consideration  direct- 
ly. I  merely  spoke  of  what  I  understood  the  rumor  to  be, 
that  they  were  offering  money  to  get  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote.  I  had  no  money  to  offer  myself,  and  was  not 
authorized  to  offer  any.  1  was  not  interested  in  it.  I 
heard  it  said  by  several  that  the  parties  would  probably 
pay  money  to  get  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote. 

^'^  (lueslion.  Can  you  tell  me  the  name  of  any  one  person 
who  said  they  would  pay  money  for  such  purpose.' 

^'■Answer.  1  think  I  heard  a  Mr.  Cowan,  of  Georgetown, 
mention  it,  and  a  Mr.  Gibbs.  Hearing  these  parties  wanted 
to  get  a  reconsideration,  I  went  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining how  the  thing  stood.  I  went  to  see  two  members 
of  tin;  House  and  asked  them  to  move  a  reconsideration, 
and  they  both  refused. 

"Question,  (by  Mr.  Rice.)  Had  any  person  asked  you 
to  make  an  effort  to  procure  a  reconsideration;  and  if  so, 
who .'' 

"Answer.  I  think  I\Ir.  John  Coyle  asked  me  if  I  could  get 
anybody  to  move  a  reconsideration.  There  were  others 
spoke  to  me  about  it,  but  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  it, 
for  I  supposed  Mr.  Coyle  represented  the  interest  of  Gales 
&.  Seaton,  whatever  they  had.  He  has  been  in  that  ollice 
;is  book-keeper,  or  in  some  other  capacity,  for  several  years. 
That  is  my  understanding  of  his  relation  to  the  office. 

"(luestion,  (by  Mr.  Kick.)  Was  anything  said  to  Mr. 
Coyli;  ill  relation  to  compensation  to  yourself  or  any  one 
else  for  procuring  said  reconsideration? 

"Answer.  Mr.  Coylogavc  inc  to  understand  that  the  par- 
ties could  afford  to  pay  something  rather  than  lose  the  res- 
olution ;  I  did  not  care  to  make  any  terms  with  the  parties 
until  I  could  ascertain  what  could  be  done  ;  I  soon  ascer- 
tiiined  that  in  my  judgment  it  was  past  resurrection ;  I  asked 
him  how  muchfunde  they  had  on  hand  that  they  could  af- 
ford to  pay  to  get  the  resolution  through  ;  J  think  he  said 
they  could  better  pay  ten  or  tiftcen  hinidrcd  dollars  rather 
tlian  lose  the  rcsohilioii ;  I  understood  that  he  intended  it 
for  anybody  who  could  get  the  resolution  reconsidered  ;  [ 
B.iw  him  (Coyle)  two  or  three  times  during  that  day  about 
the  pas-ages  in  the  Capitol,  and  I  reported  to  him  that  I  could 
do  iiotliiiig. 

"Our^lion.  What  is  your  businrss? 

"Answer.   I  um  a  lawyer ;  this  ia  not  niy  rcsidonce, 


though  I  have  been  here  several  years  prosecuting  claims 
before  the  Departments.  , 

"Questio;i.  Are  you  one  of  the  friends  of  the  Intelligen- 
cer? 

'^Answer.  I  am. 

"  Quesdoii.  (by  Mr.  Grider.)  Did  you  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying  that  Mr.  Coyle  offered  yon  a  bribe  to  pro- 
cure a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  alluded  to  in  tlie  House 
of  Representiitives,  and  if  he  did,  by  whose  authority  was 
the  offer  made? 

"Ansxccr.  I  did  not  understand  he  offered  me  any  bribe 
at  all ;  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Coyle  is  capable  of  offering  a 
bribe  to  any  one  who  is  not  the  subject  of  a  bribe." 

Mr.  SMITH.  May  I  request  the  gentleman 
from  Minnesota  to  read  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Coyle  on  that  same  subject.' 

Mr.  WINDOM.     I  will  have  it  read. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Minnesota  will  give  way  for  a  mo- 
ment, I  will  suggest  that  all  of  this  testimony,  as 
well  as  the  testimony  taken  before  the  recent  com- 
mittee, shall  be  printed ,  and  the  whole  subject  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  where  it  can  be  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  do  not  yield  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  motion. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  yield  for  that  motion  before  he 
concludes. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  will,  unless  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Smith]  shall  insist  on  the 
agreement  with  him. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  wish  to  say  that  the  commit- 
tee had  this  testimony  before  them,  and  that  they 
concluded  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  permit  me,  I  will  remark  that  it  seems 
that  the  gentleman  from  Minnesota  [Mr.  Win- 
dom]  thinks  it  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  this 
question.  Let  the  whole  of  the  testimony  be 
printed,  so  that  every  member  may  see  it.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  ought  to  have  the  tes- 
timony taken  before  his  own  committee  printed 
and  laid  upon  our  tables  before  he  asks  us  to  vote 
for  this  resolution  which  he  has  brought  in. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  testimony  has  been  read, 
and  the  gentleman  is  lawyer  enough  to  decide 
now  as  well  as  at  any  other  time. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  There  has 
been  such  confusion  in  the  House  that  I  could 
not  hear  all  of  the  testimony  that  has  been  read. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Has  the  committee  had  before 
them  a  letter  which  was  written  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  last  House  touching  this  matter? 

Mr.  SMITH.'*  We  had  no  letter  from  the 
Clerk;  but  we  had  a  letter  from  Gales  &  Seaton 
containing  substantially  the  facts  given  by  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  read  a  letter  of  the  last  Clerk, 
of  which  I  have  some  recollection,  and  I  should 
like  to  have  it  before  the  House^ 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Etheridge  was  before  the 
committee  and  gave  a  full  statement  of  all  of  the 
facts. 

Mr.  DAWES.  There  was  an  interesting  let- 
ter from  the  last  Clerk,  and  I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman if  he  knows  what  has  become  of  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.     1  have  not  seen  the  letter. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  know  that  this  testimony 
was  presented  to  the  select  committee,  and  I  have 
been  astonished  it  made  no  more  impression  upon 
them.  I  desire  it  to  be  submitted  to  the  House, 
that  we  may  see  if  it  will  not  make  a  better  im- 
pression here. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  That  testimony  was  pre- 
sented to  the  select  committee,  and  such  portions 
as  were  pertinent  were  considered  by  them.  When 
the  gentleman  gets  through,  I  will  in  five  minutes 
state  the  case  as  it  appeared  by  the  testimony  be- 
fore the  committee.  I  will  doit  in  as  few  words 
as  possible. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  will  read  further  from  this 
evidence.  Here  is  an  extract  from  the  testimony 
of  William  S.  King,  Postmaster  of  the  House  of 
Representatives: 

"  The  morning  after  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Intelligencer  job,  and  lost,  as  I  stepped  into  the 
House  1  was  asked  by  a  gentleman  if  1  wanted  to  make 
some  money.  I  told  him  1  always  wanted  to  do  so  when 
I  could  honestlyand  decently.  Heaskcd  nic  if  Icouldfind 
u  friend  among  the  members  of  the  House  who  would  move 
a  rcconsiderption  of  a  certain  vote.  I  told  lilin  it  would  de- 
pend upon  the  character  of  the  vote,  and  asked  him  what 
It  was.  H(!  said  it  was  the  vole  which  I  have  referred  to, 
that  the  parlies  desired  the  n.'coiisideralion,  and  that  .flj.SOO 
could  be  had  if  I  would  find  a  man  that  would  move  it." 

In  addition  to  that,  there  is  testimony  in  these 
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papers  that  Captain  Darling,chief  of  Capitol  po- 
lice, was  also  approached  by  these  gentlemen  in 
the  lobbies  around  this  Hall.'  He  was  informed 
that  he  might  have  $1,500  if  he  could  procure  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote.  I  do  not  say  that 
Gales  &  Seaton  or  anybody  else  directly  offered 
to  pay  f  1,500  for  a  reconsideration ;  but  we  know 
that  these  claim  agents  about  the  lobbies  are  not 
dull  but  astute  men, and  the  impression  was  gen- 
eral among  them  that  ten  orfifteen  hundred  dollars 
would  be  paid  to  any  one  who  could  get  a  recon- 
sideration moved.  Mr. Coyleswears, "lamaware 
that  he  did  not  offer  that  amount  of  money,  or  any 
other  amount,  but  that  he  did  say  or  might  have 
said,  that  he  would  rather  lose  ten  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  out  of  his  own  pocket  than  that  this 
vote  should  not  be  reconsidered."  At  all  events, 
these  simple-minded  lobby  men  received  the  iai- 
pression  that  they  were  to  get  ten  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  at  once  went  to  work  to  procure 
a  reconsideration.  I  submit  to  the  House  whether 
there  was  not  some  good  reason  for  their  belief. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Read  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Coyle. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  The  gentleman  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Rick]  will  do  that  in  a  moment. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  If  the  gentleman  from  Min- 
nesota believes  that  the  testimony  about  money 
having  been  offered  is  all  false,  not  a  particle  of 
ground  for  it,  and  that  Mr.  Coyle  told  the  truth 
when  he  stated  that  no  money  had  been  offered 
for  such  a  purpose,  why  does  he  read  these  facts.' 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Did  I  state  that  I  disbelieved 
that  testimony? 

Mr.  MALLORY.     I  think  you  did. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  do  not  think  so;  6ut  if  I 
did  I  did  not  mean  to,  for  I  do  not  believe  that 
that  testimony  is  false.  I  yield  now  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  1  will  read  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Coyle, 

"Joliii  F.  Coyle  sworn. 

"  Q,uesti07i,  (by  the  chairman.)     What  is  your  business.' 

"  Answer.  I  am  employed  as  book-keepor  in  the  otiice  of 
the  National  Iiitelligeiicer  in  this  city.  Have  been  em- 
ployed in  lliat  olfice  about  twenty-one  years. 

"  Q,uestion.  Will  you  please  state  what  you  know  in  re- 
lation to  the  mattProl'investigation  contained  in  the  papers 
Here  shown  to  you  touching  the  charge  in  the  New  York 
Tribune  against  members  of  Congress  or  others  concerning 
the  Intelligencer  book  job .' 

'•'  Answer.  In  consequence  of  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  the  Intelligencer  office,  I  had  made  advances 
to  keep  the  paper  in  operation,  and  was  incidentally  in- 
terested to  have  the  resolution  pass ;  and  between  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution  and  the  time  of  its  be- 
ing rescinded,  about  three  hundred  dollars  had  been  ex- 
pended to  prepare  the  books  for  delivery,  and  thatsum  and 
other  advances  had  been  made  by  me  or  procured  upon  my 
credit  for  the  use  of  the  otfice,  upon  the  faith  of  the  resolu- 
tion. I  used  every  legitimate  effort  in  my  power  to  procure 
the  passage  of  the  resolution,  and  also  effect  the  reconsid- 
erationof  the  vote  whereby  the  lastresolution  wasdefeated. 
All  I  did  to  effect  said  reconsideration  was  this:  I  had  un- 
derstood from  Mr.  Rollins,  of  Missouri,  that  Mr.  Hanehett, 
of  Wisconsin,  had  expressed  his  willingness  to  vote  for  the 
resolution  if  his  vote  should  be  necessary  to  secure  its  pas- 
sage. I  then  asked  my  friend,  Mr.  Porter,  of  Missouri,  a 
constituent  of  Mr.  Rollins,  to  see  him  and  ask  liim  to  get 
Mr.  Hanehett  to  move  the  reconsideration ;  this  was  all 
aftertliedefeatof  the  second  resolution.  1  understood  that 
Mr.  Hanchettdcclined  to  submit  the  motion,  and  thereupon 
I  went  to  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Mis- 
souri, and  Mr.  Segar,  of  Virginia,  and  perhaps  others,  and 
asked  them  to  make  an  effort  to  get  someone  to  move  the 
reconsideration.  I  did  not  request  these,  gentlemen  or  any 
other  person  to  use  such  influence  and  efforts  other  than  as 
a  friendly  ;ict.  I  never  offered,  or  intimated  to  any  person 
that  money  could  be  had  or  would  be  paid  to  effect  such 
object.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  said  to  any  per- 
son that  the  parties  or  mys^elf  could  afford  to  pay  money 
rather  than  have  the  resolution  fail.  I  might  in  my  disap"- 
poinlment  at  its  defeat  have  made  the  u-sual  observation 
that  I  would  rather  have  lost  money  or  something  of  tliat 
kind  rather  than  have  it  fail.  All  my  efforts  were  directed 
toward  Mr.  Hanehett,  as  before  slated,  until  I  heard  he  de- 
clined to  make  the  motion  to  reconsider,  whieli  was  within 
one  hour  of  the  adjournment  of  the  House  on  the  day  after 
the  failure  of  the  resolution. 

"  Qi«";«ion,(bytherliairman.')  DoyouknowaMr.  Closso, 
and  if  so,  did  you  ask  him  to  use  his  eff(nts  toefl'ect  the  re- 
consideration of  said  vote,  and  did  you  offer  or  sugsesl  to 
him  that  money  could  be  had  or  would  be  paidto  efleet  it.' 

"Gnawer.  I  do  know  Mr.  Closse.  I  did  not  seek  liis  aid 
for  that  purpose.  If  Mr.  Closse  has  stated  that  I  made  an.^ 
ouch  effort,  or  suggested  to  him  the  payment  of  money  iii 
any  manner,  it  was  in  the  manner  as  before  stated,  and  not 
with  any  purpose  to  make  him  any  offer  lor  services  or 
eflorts  of  a  corrupt  or  improper  character.  I  might  have 
asked  his  aid  as  I  did  others,  but  only  In  a  friendly  man- 
ner. If  I  had  any  such  conversation  with  Mr.  Closse  it 
was  Immediately  before  the  adjournment  aforesaid,  and 
after  I  had  heard  that  Mr.  Hanehett  had  doelined  to  make 
the  desired  motion. 

"  Q,acition,  (by  Mr.  Grider.)  Have  you  or  not  read  or 
been  told  what  Mr.  Closse  stated  before  tile  committee  upon 
his  examination.' 


"  .SnsweK  I  never  read  what  Closse  stated,  nor  do  I  know 
what  Closse  stated.  I  never  conversed  with  any  of  the 
committee. 

"  Q,u<!stion.  State  whether  or  not  your  agency  was  or  not 
superinduced  from  the  fact  that  you  had  advanced  for  the 
Intelligencer. 

"vSnsiuer.  That  was  one  inducement,  and  my  regard  for 
the  office  was  another. 

"  Q,ucslio7i.  State  whether  you  did  anything  more  than  to 
make  a  fair  effort  through  your  friends  to  have  the  resolu- 
tion reconsidered. 

"  Answer.  Positively,  no. 

"(Question.  State,  when  you  said  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Closse  and  others  that  you  rather  than  ten  or  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  the  resolution  was  reconsidered,  whether  you  un- 
derstood it  as  a  bid,  or  whether  any  one  else  could  right- 
fully understand  you  as  offering  anything  to  procure  a  recon- 
sideration. 

^^  Answer.  I  can't  answer  for  other  people.  I  certainly 
did  not  so  consider  it,  and  the  brief  period  from  the  time  I 
met  Mr.  Closse  until  the  adjournment  would  forbid  any 
such  supposition  or  inference,  as  at  that  time  I  considered 
all  hope  of  reconsideration  over. 

"Question,  (by  tlie  chairman.)  I  think  you  have  stated 
in  your  examination  that  ihe  whole  amount  granted  by  the 
resolution  was  appropriated  or  designed  for  other  persons. 
To  what  persons  did  you  refer.' 

^^  Answer.  I  meant  to  be  understood  that  it  was  all  de- 
signed for  creditors  of  the  concern,  f  decline  to  give  the 
names  of  these  creditors,  as  I  do  not  think  the  committee 
have  the  riglit  to  ask  it,  but  will  do  so  if  the  bommittee  de- 
cide otherwise.  None  of  such  creditors  are  members  of 
Congress.  I  mean  to  say  that  it  was  all  designed  for  cred- 
itors except  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  office. 
"JOHN  F.  COYLE." 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  will  not  weary  the  House 
with  any  further  testimony.  We  have  brought 
out  the  important  points  in  regard  to  a  pecuniary 
consideration.  Members  have  heard  the  state- 
ments for  and  against  it. 

I  do  not  charge  that  Gales  &  Seaton  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  this.  I  do  not  believe  they  had. 
They  are  honorable  men,  and  I  will  tell  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  that  I  do  not  believe  they 
would  have  had  much  to  do  with  the  money  to 
be  received  for  these  books.  It  was  to  be  paid 
to  a  number  of  outsiders — these  persons  around 
the  lobby  who  tried  to  force  it  through — and  it 
was  from  those  persons  that  this  expectation  of 
pecuniary  consideration  arose. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  understood  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  all  the  testimony  went  to  show  that 
these  outsiders  said  that  Coyle  was  the  man  who 
had  this  ten  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  use  to 
induce  some  person  to  get  a  reconsideration,  and 
I  understood  the  gentleman  to  speak  in  high  terms 
of  Coyle,  and  that  he  believed  his  testimony,  in 
which  he  stated  that  there  was  not  a  word  of 
truth  in  that  charge. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  The  gentleman  misunder- 
stood me;  that  is  all.  I  said  I  believed  the  testi- 
mony of  the  other  witnesses.  Now,  a  word  in 
reference  to  who  gets  this  money.  What  does 
Coyle  say  upon  a  question  by  the  chairman? 
Flere  is  the  question  antl  answer: 

"  Cluestion.  I  think  you  have  stated  in  your  examination 
that  the  whole  amount  granted  by  the  resolution  was  ap- 
propriated or  designftl  for  other  persons.  To  what  persons 
did  you  refer.' 

'^Answer.  I  meant  to  be  understood  that  it  was  all  de- 
signed for  creditors  of  the  concern.  I  decline  to  give  the 
names  of  these  creditors,  as  I  do  not  think  the  connnittee 
have  the  right  to  ask  it,  but  will  do  so  if  the  comtnitiee  de- 
cide otherwise.  None  of  such  creditors  are  members  of 
Congress.  1  mean  to  say  that  it  was  all  designed  for  cred- 
itors except  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  office." 

,  It  was  from  this  source  this  influence  came — 
from  these  outsiders,  those  persons  who  at  the 
last  Congress  were  seeking  to  force  this  resolu- 
tion through  in  hot  haste  in  order  to  fix  this  con- 
tract upon  the  House;  persons  who,  I  believe, 
are  still  around  these  Halls. 

Mr.  EARNS  WORTPI .  I  desire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman whether  the  evidence  in  this  case  shows 
that  any  printing  was  done  or  any  additional  la- 
bor peformed  by  Gales  &  Seaton  in  the  purchase 
of  materials,  in  consequence  of  the  passage  of 
tills  resolution.  Also,  wiiciher  the  Government 
requires  these  books.  Also,  how  much  money 
the  passage  of  this  resolution  will  take  out  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  anything  in  the  testimony 
showing  that  any  money  was  paid  outfor  printing 
after  the  passage  of  the  resolution.  I  believe  there 
is  a  statement  of  Coyle,  or  some  one  else,  that 
^300  was  expended  in  moving  those  books. 

The  other  question  of  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois is  what  will  be  the  cJcpense  of  carrying  out 
ilii.s  resolution.  I  believe  it  was  estimated  at 
$.35,000.  I  Ihinkthcrccords  of  ihc  Congressional 
Globe  will  show  that  it  was  stated  in  debate  last 


Congress  that  we  had  on  hand  some  eighty-five 
sets  before  these  were  taken. 

Mr.FARNSWORTH.  The  other  question  is, 
does  the  Government  require  these  books? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  That  is  for  the  House  to  de- 
termine. My  own  opinion  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  not  the  slightest  need  of  them. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  suggest  to  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Earns  worth]  that  all  fairness  to  Gales  & 
Seaton  would  require  that  he  should  address  his 
inquiries  to  the  committee  which  has  had  this 
matter  under  examination,  if  he  desires  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  EARNSWORTH.  I  understood  the  com- 
mittee had  already  reported  these  facts,  but  I  did 
not  hear  what  the  report  was. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  The  committee  have  made 
no  report  whatever  except  a  verbal  one. 

Mr.  SMITH  resumed  the  floor. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Will  the 
gentleman  yield  and  allow  me  to  move  to  refer  this 
matter  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union? 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  cannot  yield  for  that  purpose. 
I  yield  to  my  colleague  on  the  committee,  [Mr. 
Spalding.] 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  was  a  member  of  this 
select  committee,  and  I  entered  into  the  investi- 
gation I  think  impartially.  Sure  I  am  no  part 
of  this  $1,500  was  offered  me;  if  it  was  I  have  not 
received  it. 

I  desire  only  to  do  justice  between  the  claimant 
upon  the  one  side  and  the  country  on  the  other. 
This  question  involves  the  purchase  of  a  very 
valuable  book — nothing  less  than  the  history  of 
congressional  legislation  from  the  first  day  of  the 
Eirst  Congress,  in  1789,  until  the  year  1845.  The 
first  part  of  it  is  called  Congressional  Annals  and 
the  latter  part  Congressional  Debates,  and  there 
are  seventy-one  volumes  in  all.  The  price  for  a 
single  set  is  $355.  It  appears  to  the  select  com- 
mittee that  the  House  of  Representatives  last  Con- 
gress, by  resolution,  ordered  the  purchase  of  one 
hundred  sets  of  this  valuable  work,  amounting 
to  something  over  thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 
The  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  66  to 
58.  The  day  after  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
Gales  &  Seaton,  or  rather  Seaton,  who  is  the 
survivor  of  Gales  &  Seaton,  applied  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  for  a  copy  of  that  resolution  as  it 
passed  the  day  before.  He  received  it  at  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk.  Now,  it  should  be  known  to 
the  House,  because  it  appeared  in  evidence  before 
the  select  committee,  that  at  this  time  this  firm 
was  very  much  embarrassed  for  want  of  money. 
They  had  effected  temporary  loans  from  one  or  two 
of  the  banking  houses  of  this  city,  and  they  de- 
sired to  realize  frotn  these  books  thus  supposed  to 
have  been  sold  to  Congress  enough  money  to  re- 
lieve them  from  that  temporary  pressure.  Hence 
Mr.  Seaton  obtained  a  copy  of  the  order  from  the 
Clerk,  and  he  then  applied  to  the  Clerk  to  accept 
an  orderupon  him  forthe  amount  of  the  purchase- 
money  which  would  be  due  to  him  whenever  he 
had  delivered  the  one  hundred  sets. 

Before  this  application  was  made,  however, the 
Clerk,  Mr.  Etheridge — and  I  must  do  him  the 
justice  to  say  that  he  testified  before  the  commit- 
tee with  the  utmost  appearance  of  fairness  and 
candor — when  this  application  was  made  to  him 
by  Mr.  Seaton  to  accept  an  order  for  the  bo'oks, 
so  that  he  (Mr.  Seaton)  might  obtain  money  from 
some  one  of  the  bankers  of  the  city  to  relieve 
him  from  the  tremendous  pressure  then  upon  him, 
said  he  could  not  do  it,  because  there  was  no 
money  in  the  Treasury  belonging  to  the  House 
contingent  fund,  and  he  must  wait  until  an  ap- 
propriation bill  was  passed  putting  this  money 
under  his  control.  He  says  he  did  not  tell  Mr. 
Seaton,  what  he  then  knew  to  be  the  fact,  that, 
some  individual  members  of  the  House  had  it  in 
mind  to  get  a  resolution  of  rescission  passed;  but 
that  he  had  been  made  aware  of  that  fact  perhaps 
by  the  member  who  first  addressed  the  House  to- 
day, [Mr.  A.  W.  Clark,]  and  one  or  two  others, 
who  told  him  that  they  were  opposed  to  the  res- 
olution, and  would,  at  some  future  season,  ask 
that  it  be  rescinded .  This,  however,  was  not  im- 
parted by  the  Clerk  to  Mr.  Seaton,  nor  to  Mr. 
Seaton 's  agent. 

When  Mr.  Seaton  could  not  obtain  an  accept- 
ance of  an  order  for  the  money,  he  applied  to  the 
Clerk  to  give  him  an  order  for  the  books  so  that 
he  could  negotiate  a  sale  of  that  order,  or  pledge 
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it  and  receive  money  upon  it  from  some  person 
who  lintl  money  to  loan.  The  Clerk  would  not 
ilo  that,  and,  as  he  says,  his  reason  was  that  those 
genilemon  of  the  House  who  were  opposed  to  the 
resolution  would  find  fault  with  him  if  he  in  any- 
way committed  the  House  upon  the  subject  until 
the  money  was  in  his  hands  to  pay  the  amount 
to  be  paid  for  the  one  huiuhcd  sets.  At  the  same 
time  he  said  that  if  the  contingent  fund  liad  then 
been  in  such  a  state  as  that  his  order  upon  it  would 
have  been  met,  he  would,  without  the  least  hesi- 
tation, have  paid  Mr.  Seaton  the  full  amount  for 
these  books. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman a  question.  Did  the  committee  at  that 
time  put  the  question  to  the  Clerk,  Mr.  Etheridge, 
whether,  if  he  had  had  the  money  and  had  paid 
it,  it  would  have  been  any  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion which  he  says  he  was  not  willing  to  settle? 

Mr.SPALDING.  Yes;  and  he  said  thathedid 
«ot  care  about  answering,  because  he  was  not' 
called  upon  to  answer  that,  as  it  raised  a  law  ques- 
tion which  he  was  not  bound  to  settle.  I  think 
that  was  about  the  answer  he  made.  1  wish  to 
give  the  whole  of  the  testimony  as  it  appeared  be- 
fore the  committee. 

Now,  before  the  resolution  of  rescission  was 
offered  in  the  House,  which  I  wish  the  House  now 
to  understand  was  not  offered  until  the  9th  day  of 
June,  there  was  a  period  of  ten  days  which  inter- 
vened from  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  for  the 
purchase  of  these  books  until  the  introduction  of 
the  resolution  for  rescission,  and  there  is  not  a  par- 
ticle of  evidence  that  Mr.  Seaton  or  any  agent  in 
his  employ  knew,  during  those  eleven  days,  that 
there  would  be  any  motion  made  in  this  House 
to  repeal  or  rescind  that  resolution.  I  grant  you 
that  gentlemen  have  their  suspicions,  but  1  say  to 
you  tliat  no  evidence  of  that  fact  of  any  sort  has 
been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  this  select  com- 
mittee upon  which  they  could  act. 

Mr.  UPSON.  If  the  gentleman  has  the  ori- 
ginal resolution,  will  he  have  it  read? 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  have  it  not.  I  suppose 
the  chairman  of  the  select  committee  has  it. 

Mr.  UPSON.     I  would  like  to  have  it  read. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  am  giving  a  history  of 
this  transaction.  On  the  9th  day  of  June  a  reso- 
lution was  offered  to  rescind  the  resolutic5^i  of  the 
29th  day  of  May,  and  that  resolution,  I  wish  the 
House  to  mark,  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  yeas 
GG  to  nays  48,  showing  the  absence  from  the 
House  of  a  great  many  of  the  members  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  previous  vote.  The  first  vote, 
on  the  29th  of  May,  was  yeas  GG,  nays  58.  And 
then  on  the  19th  day  of  June,  ten  days  after  the 
vote  of  rescission,  a  resolution  was  offered  in  the 
House,  .similar  to  the  one  now  before  the  House, 
providing  for  payment  to  Gales  &  Seaton  for  the 
number  of  volumes  already  deposited  in  the  Cap- 
itol before  the  resolution  of  rescission  was  adopted 
by  the  House.  On  that  day  a  vote  was  taken, 
and  it  stood,  yeas  70,  nays  70,  and  it  was  only 
defeated  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker.  This 
shows  the  feeling  of  the  House  at  that  time.  This 
shows  what  would  have  been  the  condition  of  the 
vote  if  it  had  been  taken  on  the  9th  of  June  with 
a  full  House,  instead  of  being  taken  when  it  was. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  1  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  whether  the  record  does  not  show  that 
as  many  members  voted  to  rescind  the  resolution 
as  originally  voted  for  the  resolution? 

Mr.  SPALDING.  Yes;  as  many  members 
voted  to  rescind  the  resolution,  precisely,  as  voted 
in  the  first  instance  to  adoptit — sixty-six  in  each 
case;  whereas  it  was  subsequently  shown  that 
these  parties  had  seventy  friends  in  this  House, 
all  of  whom  were  not  present  on  the  occasion  of 
that  decision. 

Mr.  DEMING.  I  would  like  my  friend  from 
Ohio  to  yield  to  mo  a  moment. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  do  not  like  to  have  so 
many  interru[)tions.  I  only  allude  to  these  votes 
for  the  fiurpo.se  of  showing  the  sense  of  the  House 
at  that  lime  on  this  very  subject. 

Now,  when  we  come  to  that  part  of  the  case 
which  is  made  up  of  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the 
House  and  Mr.  Seaton — the  deposit  of  the  books 
in  the  Capitol — the  testimony  does  not  show  that 
Congress  was  committed  by  rrason  of  that  de- 
posit. 1  have  said  already  that  Mr.  I'^ihcridgc, 
the  late  Clerk,  testified  ihroiighout  with  the  iit-  ! 
most  appearance  of  candor  and  fairness,  i  come  | 
now  to  the  librarian,  wIiobc  character  has  been  i 


questioned  heretofore  in  this  House  by  some  mem- 
bers. The  librarian  was  called  as  a  witness.  He 
testified  also  with  the  utmost  candor  and  fairness. 
He  said  that,  under  the  instructions  of  the  Clerk, 
he  received  from  Mr.  Seaton  the  number  of  copies 
of  this  work  which  were  deposited  in  the  Capitol, 
in  one  of  his  library  rooms,  but  a  short  time,  one, 
two,  or  three  days  before  the  rescinding  resolution 
was  offered.  The  librarian  testified  that  when 
these  books  were  offered  to  him  he  applied  to  the 
Clerk,  and  the  Clerk  refused  him  permission  to 
receive  those  books  in  any  official  character,  but 
told  him  that  if  he  had  a  room  to  spare  he  might 
place  them  in  it  as  a  safe  depository  for  them. 
After  they  were  thus  placed  in  a  room  in  the 
Capitol,  the  key  of  the  room  was  intrusted  to  the 
agent  of  Mr.  Seaton,  who  locked  the  room,  took 
the  key  away  with  him,  and  has  had  possession 
of  it  from  that  day  to  this.  So  that,  really,  the 
books  have  been  in  the  Capitol,  as  the  property 
of  Mr.  Seaton,  for  safe-keeping,  subject  to  any 
disposition  which  Congress  might  make  of  them. 

Now,  although  I  was  doubtful  in  my  own  mind 
in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution  for  the  payment  of  this  sum  of  money 
— $30,000  odd — still,  knowing  the  work  to  be  one 
of  great  value  to  the  country,  and  supposing  that 
even  if  Congress  did  not  need  it  for  its  own  use, 
the  books  might  be  distributed  among  the  States, 
where  they  would  be  valuable  in  public  libraries, 
I  did  unite  in  the  recommendation  that  the  House 
adopt  a  resolution  to  pay  for  these  books.  1  be- 
lieve, and  still  believe,  that  however  much  the 
Clerk  may  have  known  that  the  resolution  of  re- 
scission would  be  afterwards  agitated,  Mr.  Seaton 
deposited  the  books  here  in  the  utmost  good  faith, 
primarily,  to  be  sure,  as  a  safe  depository  for  the 
property,  but  believing  that  whenever  the  appro- 
priation bill  would  be  passed,  the  property  in  the 
books  would  pass  from  him  to  Congress,  and  there 
be  an  end  of  the  whole  matter.  I  learn,  however, 
that  either  the  last  Congress  or  the  Congress  before 
lastmadeadisposition  of  this  very  workamongthe 
congressional  districts  of  the  United  States.  1  have 
this  information  from  my  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Dawes,]  who  says  he  had  two  sets 
apportioned  to  his  congressional  district,  and  that 
a  similar  apportionment  was  made  among  the 
other  congressional  districts  of  the  United  States. 
In  view  of  this  distribution  among  the  States,  I 
was  about  to  say  that  I  shall  feel  inclined  to  vote 
against  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  although 
1  think  that  will  fall  with  some  considerable  se- 
verity upon  Mr.  Seaton.  I  have  now  given  to 
the  House  all  the  information  I  have  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  How  much  nnoney 
has  the  Government  paid  Gales  &  Seaton  for 
these  Annals  already? 

Mr.  SPALDING.  The  gentleman  must  ask 
some  other  member  than  myself,  as  I  have  no 
knowK^dge  on  thesul))ccl. 

-  Mr.  BEAMAN.     I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
original  resolution. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  the  floor,  and  yield  to 
my  colleague  on  the  committee,  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  J.  C.  Allen.] 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Mr.  Speaker, an  interrog- 
atory was  propounded  by  one  of  my  colleagues 
to  the  gentleman  from  Minnesota  to  which  I  wish 
to  respond.  His  question  was,  did  the  firm  of 
Gales  &  Seaton  incur  any  expense  in  the  de- 
livery of  the  books  that  were  placed  in  the  House 
library  after  the  passage  of  the  original  resolu- 
tion and  before  it  was  rescinded  ?  The  committee 
to  which  this  subject  was  referred  did  inquire  into 
that  fact,  and  the  testimony  showed  that  an  ex- 
pense of  ^300  had  been  incurred  by  the  firm  of 
Gales  &  Seaton  in  ])lacing  those  books  in  the 
library.  It  was  not, as  was  answered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Minnesota,  in  removing  the  books, 
but,  as  the  testimony  sliows,  for  the  work  done 
upon  the  books  at  the  bindery.  They  had  to 
undergo  the  supervision  of  the  binder;  and  the 
reasoti  why  the  one  hundred  sets  were  not  de- 
livered at  the  time  was  that  twenty-five  sets  had 
tu)t  been  bound  at  all,  and  the  others  required 
overhauling.  So,  then,  my  colleague  will  find  in 
that  fact  the  information  he  seeks.  The  firm  of 
Gales  (fe  Seaton  did  incur  an  expense  of  j!^3()0  in 
sending  these  books  To  the  bind(-r  and  removing 
'  them  to  the  libr.iiy  under  the  order  of  the  House. 
'  Mr.  WASIilUJRNE,  of  Illinois.  Allwewnnt 
:  iu  a  fair  understanding  of  this  muller.     1  uttk  my 


colleague  whether  he  can  state  the  provisions  of 
the  original  resolution?  Does  he  understand  the 
character  of  the  resolution  upon  which  this  whole 
matter  was  begun? 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.     The  resolution  of  1862? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Yes;  1  be- 
lieve that  was  the  original  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  cannot  state  the  reso- 
lution exactly;  and  I  have-no  objection  to  the  gen- 
tleman reading  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  the 
Clerk  to  read  the  resolution.  That  resolution 
will  show  that  it  was  a  matter  between  the  Clerk 
and  the  House,  and  that  Gales  &  Seaton  had  no 
more  right  to  send  the  books  than  any  other. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives he  directed  to  procure  from  tlie  puiilislicrs,  for  the 
use  of  tlie  House  library,  at  a  cost  not  exccedirif;  wliat  lias 
been  heretofore  paid  for  said  work,  one  lunulred  copies  or 
sets  of  tlie  Annals  of  Congress,  or  Register  of  Debates;  and 
to  pay  for  tlie  same  ont  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House: 
Provided,  That  the  copies  or  sets  remaining  shall  not  be 
sold  or  disposed  of  until  they  are  ofi'ered  to  Congress." 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Now  let  me 
say  a  word. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  do  not  yield  any  fur- 
ther. I  have  yielded  for  the  purpose  of  having 
that  resolution  read,  on  the  statement  of  my  col-, 
league  that  it  would  show  this  was  a  matter  be- 
tween the  Clerk  and  the  House,  and  that  Galea 
&  Seaton  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,.  What  is  the 
Clerk  directed  to  do?  He  is  directed  to  purchase 
these  books  from  Gales  &  Seaton.  He  could  not 
purchase  them  any  where  else.  Yet  my  colleague 
says  they  had  no  connection  with  this  thing  at 
all.  Well,  sir,  if  the  purchase  was  made  they 
had  connection  with  it.  The  Plouse  by  this  res- 
olution imposed  that  duty  upon  the  Clerk,  and 
pointed  out  how  payment  was  to  be  made.  The 
Clerk  testified  that  he  furnished  Gales  &■  Seaton 
with  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Plouse.  lie 
testified  his  acquiescence  in  the  action  of  the 
House,  and  that  he  would  pay,  as  soon  as  he  had 
any  contingent  fund,  the  amount  due  for  these 
books.  The  testimony  shows  that  he  did  not 
express  to  Gales  &  Seaton  any  d-oubtof  his  being 
bound  bythat  resolution.  The  books  were  deliv- 
ered, and  eleven  days  afterwards,  Gales  &  Seat»n 
not  having  been  informed  in  the  mean  time  of  any 
such  intention,  the  resolution  was  rescinded. 

1  must  be  permitted  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
there  seems  to  be  an  extraordinary  desire  on  the 
part  of  some  gentlemen  to  defeat  this  resolution. 
I  will  say  for  myself  if  this  were  an  original  prop- 
osition to  purchase  these  books,  although  I  regard 
them  as  a  valuable  history  of  Congress  up  to  the 
time  when  the  Congressional  Globe  commenced,  ^ 
I  doubt  whether  in  the  present  condition  of  our  r^m 
finances  1  would  vote  for  it.  But,  sir,  when  I  look  *^P 
at  this  transaction  of  18G2,  when  I  look  at  the  res- 
olution of  the  House  authorizing  the  Clerk  to 
make  this  arrangement  with  Gales  &.  Seaton, 
when  1  look  at  the  fact  that  in  pursuance  of  that 
resolution  a  copy  of  it  was  delivered  by  the  Clerk 
to  Mr.  Seaton,  when  I  consider  that  in  pursuance 
of  and  in  good  faith  under  that  resolution  those 
gentlemen  proceeded  to  have  those  books  rebound 
and  fitted  up  at  an  expense  of  ;jJ300,  and  when  I 
recollect  the  further  fact  thatujion  the  faith  of  that 
resolution  they  called  upon  their  financial  men 
and  procured  upon  it  money  to  enable  them  to 
carry  out  that  undertaking  with  the  Government, 
and  incurred  additional  liabilities  to  enable  them 
to  keep  their  contract,  it  seems  to  me,  in  all  can- 
dor, that  the  House  did  injustice  to  these  men 
when,  eleven  days  afterwards,  and  after  the  con- 
tract had  been  partially  completed,  they  turned 
round  and  repealed  their  resolution.  It  was  not, 
in  my  judgment,  an  act  of  good  faith.  It  does 
not  become  the  Congress  of  the  American  people 
thus  to  trifle  with  a  question  of  this  kind. 

But  the  argument  was  made  by  my  friend  from 
Minjiesota  [^Ir.  Windom]  that  this  money  was 
not  going  to  Gales  &,  Seaton;  that  they  were  not 
the  parlies  to  derive  benefit  from  it,  and  therefore 
we  ought  not  to  pass  this  resolution.  Let  us  sec 
for  a  moinent  what  that  position  leads  to. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  beg  to  inform  the  gentle- 
man I  did  not  say  this  money  was  not  going  to 
Gales  &.  Seaton  as  a  reason  why  the  resolution 
shiuild  not  ]>ass,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
thiit  some  other  persons  were  getting  up  this  im- 
pression that  money  was  to  be  liad  for  getting  a 
reconsideration  of  llic  vote. 
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MESSAQB  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  tlie  Senate,  by  Mr.  McDok- 
ALD,  one  of  their  clerks,  announced  that  the  Sen- 
ate requested  the  House  of  Representatives  to  re- 
turn to  the  Senate  a  bill  (S.  No.  151)  relating  to 
enlistments  and  for  other  purposes,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  correcting  an  error  in  the  engrossment 
thereof. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  ordered  that 
said  bill  be  returned  to  the  Senate. 

ANNALS  OP  CONGUESS — AGAIN. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Let  us  look  at  that  argu- 
ment a  moment.  Gales  &  Seaton  were  at  that 
time,  as  admitted  by  everybody,  in  debt.  A  por- 
tion of  this  money  doubtless  was  to  go  through 
the  hands  of  Gales  &  Seaton  to  their  creditors. 
Suppose  it  was.  That  accounts  for  the  anxiety 
of  Gales  &  Seaton  to  have  the  contract  completed 
at  an  early  day,  and  it  relieves  them  from  the  charge 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  NewYork,  that  they 
were  guilty  of  indecent  haste  in  endeavoring  to 
get  hold  of  this  money.  They  were,  as  is  shown 
by  the  evidence,  and  as  is  admitted  by  gentlemen 
upon  the  other  side,  in  debt.  What  better  rea- 
son could  men  have  for  an  anxiety  to  receive  this 
monej'-  than  a  desire  to  pay  their  honest  creditors .' 
An  indifference  upon  their  part  as  to  whether  they 
got  it  or  not  would  argue  bad  faith  inthem,  and 
would  be  only  akin  to  that  bad  faith  which  would 
make  them  incur  these  expenses,  and  then  pre- 
vent them  from  receiving  the  benefit  of  their  un- 
dertaking with  the  Government. 

It  is  a  singular  argument  to  make,  that  because 
the  next  day  aftertheresolution  passed  they  went 
to  the  Clerk  to  get  ail  order  from  the  Clerk  for 
the  work,  and  to  get  the  money  which,  according 
to  the  evidence,  was  to  go  for  the  benefit  of  their 
creditors,  therefore  they  were  guilty  of  indecent 
haste.  Especially  is  it  a  singular  argument  to 
eome  from  a  man  who  stated  to  the  Clerk  the 
next  day  after  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  that 
he  intended  to  try  to  get  it  rescinded,  and  yet 
kepi  that  intention  eleven  days  after  without  mak- 
ing the  attempt.  Mr.  Seaton,  in  good  faith,  sought 
to  get  this  money  that  a  portion  of  it  might  go  to 
the  creditors,  and  the  other  portion  to  reimburse 
him  for  the  expense  of  preparing  and  publishing 
this  work,  which  contains  a  succinct  history  of 
the  Congresses  of  the  United  States  from  the  in- 
ception of  the  Government  down  to  the  time  that 
Congress  adopted  the  Congressional  Globe  as  the 
record  of  its  proceedings.  And  to-day,  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  my  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  A. 
W.  Clark,]  and  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Farns- 
woRTH,]  are  receiving  twenty-four  copies  each  of 
that  Congressional  Globe  which  contains,  in  con- 
tinuation, the  same  kind  of  information  which  we 
find  in  this  work  of  Gales  &  Seaton. 

Now,  sir,  while  the  mere  fact  of  the  delivery  of 
these  books  in  the  library  underthe  circumstances 
may  not  have  been  any  such  acceptance  on  the 
part  of  the  House  as  would  be  binding  upon  the 
House,  yet  the  fact  that  the  publishers  incurred, 
according  to  the  testimony,  an  expense  of  ^300, 
in  my  judgment  goes  far  to  the  confirmation  of 
the  contract  on  their  part.  That,  in  addition  to 
the  bad  faith  in  the  matter,  it  does  seem  to  me, 
should  induce  Congress  to  stand  by  their  contract. 
Who  can  have  faith  in  any  action  of  this  House 
if  undertakings  of  this  sort  are  to  be  repealed  at 
the  whim  or  caprice  of  members  who  may  see  fit 
on  any  occasion  after  the  adoption  of  such  a  res- 
olution to  thus  rescind  and  repeal  it? 

I  simply  desire  to  say,  sir,  in  conclusion,  that  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  House  is  in  good  faith  bound 
to  pass  this  resolution.  Tiie  question  whether  or 
not  these  books  are  needed  at  this  particular  time 
in  the  library  is  not  the  question  before  the  House. 
The  work  is  admitted  by  all  who  have  examined 
it  to  be  a  valuable  one,  and  my  judgment  is  that 
if  members  would  examine  it  more  thoroughly 
and  sec  the  high-toned  sense  of  honor  which  act- 
uated the  men  who  were  connected  with  the  early 
history  of  tlie  Government,  they  would  not  thus 
pass  resolutions  one  day  and  repeal  them  the  next; 
they  would  learn  that  the  pledges  of  Congress 
mean  something,  and  that  when  resolutions  have 
been  passed  under  which  men  have  incurred  ex- 
penses they  ought  not  to  be  repealed  at  the  whim 
or  caprice  ofmembers. 

Now,  there  is  nothing  in  the  testimony  which 
has  been  .spread  before  ihc  IIounc  by  the  genlle- 
map  from  New  York,  [Mr.  A.  W.  Clark,]  and 


the  gentleman  from  Minnesota,  [Mr.  Windom,] 
that  goes  to  show  that  there  \^s  any  undue  haste 
on  the  part  of  Gales  &  Seat(Jn",  or  that  they  had 
knowledge  that  the  House  contemplated  a  repeal 
of  the  resolution,  or  going  to  show  that  they  did 
not  act  with  entire  good  faith  throughout  the  whole 
transaction.  It  does  seem  to  me,  therefore,  that 
it  appeals  to  our  sense  of  honor  as  well  as  our 
sense  of  right  to  pass  this  resolution.  I  now  re- 
sign the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  SMITH  resumed  the  floor. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  shall  have 
to  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  yield 
me  a  courtesy  which  I  am  sorry  my  colleague 
could  not  yield  to  me,  as  he  never  refused  me 
such  a  courtesy  before  during  the  long  service  I 
have  had  with  him. 

Mr.  SMITH.  How  long  a  time  does  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  desire  .■' 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  But  a  mo- 
ment.    I  never  detain  the  House  long. 

Mr.  SMITH.     Does  that  mean  a  minute  .' 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Perhaps  two 
minutes. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  yield  the  gentleman  two 
minutes  of  my' time. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  approach  this  subject  without  any  feeling  what- 
ever. If  I  had  any,  it  would  be  in  favor  of  the 
gentlemen  who  are  interested  in  this  question,  for 
with  Mr.  Seaton  I  have  had  a  long  acquaintance, 
and  I  have  enjoyed,  I  believe,  his  friendship, as  he 
has  certainly  enjoyed  mine.  But  this  is  a  matter 
which  I  cannot  permit  to  govern  my  oflicial  ac- 
tion here.  When  I  asked  my  colleague  [Mr.  J. 
C.  Allen]  to  yield,  in  order  that  the  resolution 
might  be  read,  I  desired  to  say  a  word  upon  its 
construction,  but  after  the  gentleman  had  heard 
it  read  he  refused  to  allow  one  word  to  be  said  in 
regard  to  its  construction.  I  wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  resolution  now,  and 
see  how  far  any  contract  arose  between  Messrs. 
Gales  &  Seaton  and  the  late  House  which  passed 
thatresolution.  The  resolution  wasin  these  terms: 
"  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
be  directed" — to  do  what?  Merely  to  procure 
from  the  publishers  for  the  use  of  the  House,  at 
a  cost  not  exceeding  what  has  heretofore  been 
paid,  so  many  copies  of  the  Register  of  Debates. 
We  directed  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  do  a  cer- 
tain act,  and  if  he  did  not  do  it  that  was  a  matter 
between  him  and  the  House,  and  these  other  par- 
ties have  no  right  to  intervene  or  complain.  Mr. 
Etheridge, the  Clerk,  refused,  under  circumstances 
in  relation  to  which  he  has  testified,  to  procure 
the  work  which  the  resolution  specified.  The 
House  passed  a  resolution  directing  him  to  pro- 
cure these  books,  and  he  refused  to  procure  them, 
and  then  Gales  &  Seaton  undertook  to  send  up  the 
books  here,  and  it  is  upon  that  fact  that  my  col- 
league endeavors  to  enforce  this  idea  of  a  contract 
between  the  House  and  Gales  &  Seaton. 

1  see  my  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Smith] 

holds  up  his  watch.     I  will  not  take  up  more  of 

his  time.     I  am  very  much  obliged  to  him  for  his 

courtesy. 

■'  ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  truly  enrolled  bills  of  the  follow- 
ing titles;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the  same: 

An  act  (S.  No.  97)  to  enable  the  people  of  Col- 
orado to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  and 

An  act(S.  No.  9G)  to  enable  the  people  of  Ne- 
vada to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

ANNALS  OF  CONGRESS — AGAIN. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Speaker,  after  the  speech 
of  my  colleague  on  the  committee  [Mr.  Spald- 
ing] there  is  little  need  for  me  to  say  a  word.  I 
wish,  however,  to  have  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  remark  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Il- 
linois, [Mr.  Washburne.]  I  regard  his  construc- 
tion of  the  original  resolution,  and  his  criticism 
on  the  action  of  the  late  Cleric,  as  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  things  ever  done  by  a  person  pretend- 
ing to  so  much  ability  as  the  gentleman  really 
possesses. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  18G2,  the  resolution  was 
passed  directing  the  Clerk  to  procure  froi\i  the 
jiublisher  certain  books,  and  to  pay  for  them  out 


of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House.  The  day 
after  the  passage  of  that  resolution  Mr.  Seaton, 
the  publisher  of  the  work,  called  on  the  Clerk  and 
offered  to»deliver  the  books  to  him  and  to  receive 
the  pay  for  them.  The  Clerk  stated  to  him, as  is 
shown  by  the  evidence  in  this  case,  that  he  had 
no  money  on  hand  to  pay  for  them,  and  that,  un- 
til money  was  appropriated,  he  would  not  receive 
the  books.  The  Clerk  testified  further  that  mem- 
bers had  come  to  him  and  requested  that  he  should 
not  accept  the  books,  because  they  intended  to 
move  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky yield  to  me  for  a  question^ 

Mr.  SMITH.     I  will. 

Mu.  WADSWORTH.     I  must  object. 

Mr.  SMITH.  In  consideration  of  the  trouble 
that  had  been  got  up  over  the  resolution,  Mr. 
Etheridge  declined  to  accept  the  books.  Then 
that  man,  whose  reputation  has  been  known  in 
this  country  longer  than  that  of  any  man  on  the 
floor,  came  to  the  Clerk,  in  good  faith,  to  deliver 
the  books  and  to  receive  an  order  for  the  money, 
to  be  paid  after  the  appropriation  should  be  made. 
It  was  not  done.  I  here  declare  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  House,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  on 
this  floor,  whatever  his  prejudices  may  be,  to  vote 
for  this  resolution. 

My  attention  was  first  called  to' this  matter  by 
a  note  from  Mr.  Seaton,  whom  I  do  not  Know, 
whom  I  never  saw  in  my  life,  saying  that  he  had 
been  an  intimate  and  personal  friend  of  my  father's 
in  this  House  and  in  Washington  city  years  ago, 
and  that  he  would  be  glad  if  I  would  introduce 
the  resolution.  After  examining  the  question,  I 
found  itwas  a  just  and  equitable  claim,  and  1  de- 
termined to  stand  here  pledged  to  him  and  the 
country  to  vindicate  it,  and  to  say  that  it  is  hon- 
estly due  to  him,  and  that  the  House  will  be  dere- 
lict in  its  duty  if  it  does  not  pass  this  resolution. 
I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  to  lay  the  res- 
olution on  the  table;  and  on  that  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  afiirmative — yeas  67,  nays  50;  as  foUows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Brande- 
gee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Driggs,  D\niiont,  Farnswonb, 
Fentoii,  Frank,  Garfield,  Goocli,  Higby,  Uolman,  Hooper, 
Hotchkiss,John  H.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kclley,Fran- 
cis  W.  Kellogg,  Loan,Longyear,  Marvin,  McClnrg,  Mcln- 
doe,  Samuel  F.Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Leonard 
Myers,  Norton,  OdelljOrtb,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Price, 
Alexander  H.  Kice,John  H.Ric-e,  Schenck,  Scofield, Shan- 
non, Smitliers,  Starr,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Upson.  Van  Valken- 
burgh,  Voorhees,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  Windom,  and  Woodbridge — 67. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Baily,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Bliss,  Chanler,  Clay,  Coffroth, 
Cox,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eldridge,  Griswold,  Harding,  Har- 
rington, Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Kalbrteisch,  Law, 
Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McAllister,  iMiddleton,  William  H. 
Miller,  Moorliead,  Morrison,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Pendle- 
ton, Perry,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  James  S. 
Rollins,  Ross,  Smith,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles, 
Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat, Thomas,  Wadsvvorth,  Ward,  Web- 
ster, Whalcy,  Wheeler,  and  Yeaman — 50. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  KERNAN  stated  that  he  had  paii-ed  off 
with  Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland.  He  would  have 
voted  "  no,"  and  Mr.  Davis  "  ay." 

Mr.  COX  stated  that  his  colleagues,  Messrs. 
Johnson,  C.  A.  White,  .T.  W.  White,  and  Mc- 
KiNNEY,  were  absent  on  leave. 

Mr.  WILSON  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Hubbard,  was  absent  on  account  of  illness. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  stated  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Arnold,  was  paired  off  with  Mr.  Blair,  of 
Missouri. 

Mr.'A.  MYERS,  not  having  been  within  the  bar 
when  his  name  was  called,  asked  leave  to  V(ite. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania,  objected. 

The  vote  was  announced  as  above  recorded. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table; 
and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  VOORHEES  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  latter  motion. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn,  and  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  wore  ordered  on  ordering  the  yeas  and 
nays;  and  Messrs.  Stiles,  and  Morris  of  New 
York,  were  appointed. 
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The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  thirty-two. 

So.one  fifth  of  the  members  present  voting  there- 
for, the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  * 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  36,  nays  65;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Aticona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Bliss,  Clianler,  Clay,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison,  El- 
(Iridge,  Harding,  Charles  M.  Ilarris,  Herriek,  Kalbfleisch, 
Law,  Long,  Mallory,  William  H.  Miller,  Morrison,  Noble, 
John  O'Neill,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
Ross,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart, 
Sweat,  Wadswortli,  Ward,  and  Wheeler — 36. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allison,  Allies,  Anderson,  Ashley,  Baily, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blow, 
Boutwell,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cole,  Creswell, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Du- 
mont,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Gooch,  Uigby,  Holman,  Hotch- 
kiss,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, Loan, 
Longyear,  Marvin, McClurg,  McDowell,  Mclndoe,  Samuel 
F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Slorris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard 
Myers,  Norton,  Orth,  Perham,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice, 
John  H.  Rice,  Schofick,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Smithers, 
Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh, 
Ellhu  B.  Washhurne,  Webster, VVhaley,  Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  Windom,  and  Wood  bridge— 65. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  recurred  on  ordering  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  motion 
to  reconsider. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  As  this  is  private  bill  day 
I  think  it  would  be  well  to  pay  some  attention  to 
that  business.  I  move  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  tiie  Whole  House  on 
the  Private  Calendar. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Smith]  I  think  has  the  floor  on  a  contested 
case.  I  would  suggest  that  that  case  be  taken  up, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  be  allowed  .to 
go  on  and  make  his  speech. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  case  was  postponed 
until  Friday  last,  and  as  it  was  not  taken  up  then, 
does  not  come  up,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to-day. 

Mr.  DAWES.  But  it  would  be  in  order  to  call 
it  up? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would;  but  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  now  moves  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
Private  Calendar. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  now  call  up  the  contested- 
election  case  of  the  second  district  of  Virginia. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  the  right 
to  do  so,  and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
•Smith]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  understand  that  there  is  a 
motion  pending  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table  in  reference  to  the  matter  the  House 
has  just  been  acting  upon.  It  was  not  my  desire 
to  interfere  with  any  pending  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  does  interfere 
with  it  by  calling  up  his  contested-election  case. 

Mr.  DAWES.  -So  I  understand,  and  I  there- 
fore withdraw  the  call. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Wis- 
consin will  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Ifthe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky desires  it,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Farns- 
woRTu's  motion;  and  the  result  was — yeas  57, 
nays  20;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allison,  Ashlcv,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Bax- 
ter, Bcainan,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Boutwell,  Broomall,  Ambrose 
W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Thomas  T.Davis,  Dawes, 
Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dnniont,  Farnsworth,  Fonton,  Higby, 
Holman,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jciickes,  Kelley,  Francis  W. 
Kellogg,  Longyear,  McClurg,  Mclndoc,  Samuel  F.  Miller, 
Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nor- 
ton, Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  I'erry,  Price,  John  H.  Rice, 
Sciicnck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Smilliers,  Starr,  Stevens, 
Thjyer,  Pracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Eliliu  B.  Wash- 
hurne, Whaley,  Williams,  VVildiT,  Wilson,  Windom,  and 
Woodbrldge— 57. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Chanler,  Cox, 
Dawson,  DenJBon,  Eldridgc,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Long, 
Marcy,  Middleton,  Morrison,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Smith, 
John  B.  Steele,  Sweat,  Ward,  Webster,  and  Wheeler— 20. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  no  quorum 
had  voted. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  call  up 
the  conte.sted-election  case  to  which  I  referred  a 
few  minutes  tigo? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  No  quorum  has 
voted;  and  all  public  business  is  therefore  inter- 
rupted. 


Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  move  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. % 

The  motion  was  Sisagreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  move  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  roll  was  thereupon  called;  and  the  follow- 
ing members  failed  to  answer  to  their  names: 

Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bally,  Blaine,  Francis 
P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Blow,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Brooks,  James  S. 
Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cravens, 
Henr)'  Winter  Davis,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Eckley, 
Eden,  Edgerton,  English,  Fiuck,Ganson, Garfield, Grider, 
Grinnell,Griswold,Hale,  Hall,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Asahel 
VV.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Hutchins,  Philip  Johnson,  William 
Johnson,  Orlando  Kellogg,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear, Le 
Blond,  Littlejohn,Lovejoy,  McAllister,  McBride,  McDow- 
ell, McKinney,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Nel- 
son,Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Patterson,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Wil- 
liam H.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
James  S. Rollins, Scott, Sloan, Spalding,William G.Steele, 
Thomas,  Tracy,  Voorhees,  William  B.  Washburn, Chilton 

A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood, 
Fernando  Wood,  and  Yearaan. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  one  hundred 
and  seven  members — a  quorum — had  answered  to 
their  names. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FK^M  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senato,  by  Mr. 
HicKET,  their  Chief  Clerk,  requesting  the  return  of 
the  bill  (S.  No.  302)  to  define  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  certain  officers  of  the  Army,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

No  objection  being  made,  it  was  ordered  that 
said  bill  be  returned  to  the  Senate. 

MISSOURI  MILITIA. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  communication  from  the  War 
Department,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  gen- 
eral in  command  of  the  department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, relative  to  the  military  service  rendered  by 
the  Missouri  militia;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  vote  stood — ayes 
41,  noes  46;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  DAWSON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  35,  nays  55;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Ancona,  Ashley,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin, 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  Chanler,  Clay,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison, 
Eldridgc,  Harrington,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herriek,  John  H. 
Hubbard, Kalbfleisch,  Long,  Marcy,  Morrison,  Noble,  John 
O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Ran- 
dall, RosSjSmith,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse, 
Sweat,  Ward,  Whaley,  and  Wheeler — 35. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Boutwell,  Broomall, Ambrose  W.Clark, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Driggs,  Dumont, 
Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Frank,  Gooch,  Higby,  Holman,  Hotch- 
kiss,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  iielley,  Francis  VV.  Kellogg, 
Longyear,  Marvin,  McClurg,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel 
Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Orth,  Perham,  Price, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  Schenck,  Shannon,  Smithers,  Starr, 
Stevens,  Tliayor,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Elihu 

B.  Washburne,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  and 
Woodbridge — 55. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  HIGBY  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  the  motion  to  adjourn 
will  be  agreed  to .  We  have  done  very  well  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  reconsider 
can  be  called  up  at  any  time, except  in  the  morn- 
ing hour  on  Monday. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  then  (at  a  quar- 
ter to  five  o'clock  p.  m.)  the  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  March  19,  1864. 
The  House  metattwelve  o'clock,  m.,  Mr.  Wash- 
burne, of  Illinois,  in  thecliairas  Speaker  pro /em- 
pore.     Prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Marks. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 
A  mftssnge  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  HicKET,  its  Cliiof  Clerk,  notifying  the  House 
that  that  body,  having  corrected  the  error  in  Sen- 


ate bill  No.  154,  relating  to  enlistments,  and  for 
other  purposes,  returned  the  same  to  the  House 
for  its  concurrence. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended ,  and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  thestate  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

(Mr.  Boutwell  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 

consideration  of  the  President's  annual  message. 

RESTORATION  OF  THE  UNION. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  On  the  22d  of  February,  1832, 
the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birthday  of 
Washington,  Daniel  Webster,  speaking  of  the 
fearful  consequences  of  disunion,  says: 

"  Other  misfortunes  may  be  borne,  or  their  effects  over- 
come. If  disastrous  war  should  sweepour  commerce  from 
the  ocean  another  generation  may  renew  it;  if  it  desolate 
and  lay  waste  our  fields,  still,  under  a  new  cultivation,  they 
will  grow  green  again, and  ripen  to  future  harvests.  Itwere 
but  a  trifle  even  if  the  walls  of  yonder  Capitol  were  to 
crumble,  if  its  lofty  pillars  should  fall,  and  its  gorgeous  dec- 
orations be  all  covered  by  the  dust  of  the  valley.  All  these 
might  be  rebuilt.  But  who  shall  reconstruct  the  fabric  oj 
demolished  Gooernmentl  Who  shall  rear  again  the  well- 
proportioned  columns  of  constitutional  liberty.''  Who  shall 
frame  together  the  skillful  architecture  which  unites  na- 
tional sovereignty  with  State  rights,  individual  security  and 
public  prosperity.'  No,  if  these  columns  fall,  ihey  will  be 
raised  not  again.  Like  the  Coliseum  and  the  Parthenon, 
they  will  be  destined  to  a  mournful,  a  melancholy  immor- 
tality. Bitterer  tears,  however,  will  flow  over  them  than 
were  ever  shed  over  the  monuments  of  Roman  or  Grecian 
art;  for  they  will  be  the  remnants  of  a  more  glorious  edi- 
fice than  Greece  or  Rome  ever  saw,  the  edi&ce  of  constitu- 
tional American  liberty." 

But  I  have  faith  that  under  the  guidance  of 
Providence,  and  on  the  basis-of  liberty,  this  Gov- 
ernment is  to  be  "  reconstructed."  The  "  skillful 
architecture  which  unites  State  rights  and  na- 
tional sovereignty,  individual  security  and  public 
prosperity,"  is  to  be  again  embodied  in  a  still 
more  perfect  form;  not  on  the  basis  of  adhering 
to  old  errors,  "  the  Union  as  it  was  and  the  Con- 
stitution as  it  is,"  but  national  unity  withoutsla- 
very,  and  the  Constitution,  the  Magna  Charta 
which  shall  secure  liberty  to  all  This  is  our  grand 
aim.  The  wandering  stars  are  to  be  brought  back 
with  their  luster  brightened  by  the  ordeal  through 
which  they  have  passed.  The  grand  edifice  of 
American  constitutional  government  is  to  rise  on 
a  broader,  firmer,  more  solid  foundation,  the  basis 
of  universal  liberty.  Sir,  the  old  Continental  Con- 
gress and  the  constitutional  Convention  are  vener- 
able landmarks  in  American  history.  We  look 
back  to  them  with  mingled  reverence  and  admi- 
ration, The  Congress  and  the  statesmen  who 
shall  reestablish  national  unity  with  the  terrible 
scourge,  slavery,  destroyed,  who  shall  heal  the 
wounds  of  this  terrible  war,  will  have  rendered  a 
service  to  our  country  and*  humanity  equally 
memorable  and  still  more  important. 
reconstruction. 

I  approach  this  question  of  reconstruction  with 
diffidence,  conscious  alike  of  its  difficulties  and  of 
the  fearful  responsibilities  resting  upon  those  by 
whom  it  is  to  be  solved.  One  thing,  I  think,  may 
be  regarded  as  settled.  We  can  have  no  national 
Union  and  harmony  without  freedom.  The  fear- 
ful error  of  uniting  free  and  slave  States  we  shall 
never  repeat.  But  if  the  grand  idea  can  be  real- 
ized of  a  free  homogeneous  people,  united  in  a 
continental  republic  based  on  liberty  to  all,  and 
retaining  the  great  principles  of  Magna  Chariaas 
living  principles  of  our  Government,  we  shall  see 
realized  the  noblest  structure  of  government  and 
national  polity  ever  organized  upon  earth.  This 
is  a  great  aim  to  struggle  for;  it  is  a  glorious  pur- 
pose to  die  for.  Is  it  practicable.'  Are  we  equal 
to  it?  If  so,  the  terrible  ordeal  through  which  we 
arc  passing,  the  trial  by  fire,  and  the  bajnism  of 
blood,  will  be  compensated  by  the  glorious  fu- 
ture. 

In  discussing  this  subject  of  reconstruction,  I 
will  only  venture  to-day  to  make  suggestions. 
The  subject  naturally  divides  itself  into  three 
parts: 

1 .  What  are  the  relations  of  the  rebel  States  to 
the  national  Government? 

2.  What  the  duty  of  the  Executive  7 

3.  What  the  duty  of  Congress  ? 

The  status  of  the  rebellious  States  is,  that  they 
are  a  portion  of  our  country  in  revolt.  The  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States  are  legally 
binding  upon  every  person  within  the  rebel  terri- 
tory. 
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Every  person  who  has  violated  his  duty  to  the 
Government,  or  broken  its  laws  and  levied  war 
upon  it,  is  liable  to  be  dealt  with  as  a  criminal  and 
a  traitor. 

The  people  in  rebellion  who  have  made  war 
upon  the  nation  are  also  in  the  position  of  public 
enemies,  and  liable  to  be  treated  as  such.  The 
Government  may  proceed  against  them  both  as 
rebels  amenable  to  our  laws,  or  as  public  ene- 
mies subject  to  all  the  liabilities  of  such.  So 
much  of  this  rebel  territory  as  we  have  brought 
by  our  arms  within  our  lines,  is  rightfully  held 
under  military  government;  and  it  is  subject,  for 
the  time  being,  to  the  government  of  the  Execu- 
tive, as  Commander-in-Chief,  until  loyal  States 
are  reorganized,  or  until  Congress  provides  by  law 
for  Bome-other  mode  of  government. 

DUTT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  see  that  the 
laws  are  faithfully  executed  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  his  duty  by  the  sword  and 
by  the  power  of  war  to  destroy  all  armed  oppo- 
sition to  the  Government.  Everything  necessary 
to  accomplish  this,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  war,  as  recognized  by  civilized  nations, 
he  may  rightfully  do.  He  may  emancipate  and 
arm  slaves,  arrest  and  confine  dangerous  public 
enemies  to  prevent  the  execution  of  treasonable 
designs;  and  suppress  for  the  time  treasonable 
publications;  all  this  to  be  done  under  the  rules 
of  war  and  the  legitimate  powers  vested  in  the 
Executive  of  carrying  on  war  against  public  ene- 
mies and  traitors.  It  is  his  duty,  also,  to  see  that 
the  constitutional  guarantee  of  a  republican  form 
of  government  under  the  Federal  Union  shall  be 
carried  out.  In  the  absence  of  the  action  of  Con- 
gress, he  may  do  all  that  it  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  out  these  purposes.  He  may  appoint  mil- 
itary governors.  He  may  levy  and  collect  taxes 
*  and  "assessments.  He  may  institute  temporary 
tribunals  to  administer  justice.  He  may  preserve 
the  peace,  prevent  anarchy,  and  see  that  justice 
is  done  to  all.  In  a  word,  he  may  and  must  gov- 
ern the  country  in  its  transition  state  from  a  rebel 
to  a  loyal  condition,  or  until  Congress  provides 
by  law  for  its  government,  or  until  the  people  or- 
ganize loyal  State  governments  and  are  readmit- 
ted into  the  Union.  These  principles  are  sanc- 
tioned in  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  California 
case,  so  often  cited  in  this  House.  These  powers, 
or  most  of  them,  the  President  has  exercised  in 
Louisiana,  in  Arkansas,  and  in  Tennessee.  He 
has  done  this  under  the  advice  and  with  the  aid 
of  such  men  as  Andrew  Johnson,  Generals  But- 
ler and  Banks;  and  the  results  are  beginning  to 
develop  themselves  in  the  disposition  of  the  people 
of  these  States  to  return  to  the  Union. 

WHAT  ARE  THE  POWERS   OF  CONGRESS? 

Congress  may  and  ought  to  pass  all  laws  which 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  power 
lodged  in  the  Executive  to  administer  for  the  time 
being  the  government  of  the  territory  in  rebel- 
lion. Congress  may  regulate  the  mode  of  ad- 
ministration. It  may  control  the  method  of  gov- 
erning the  territory.  Each  House  of  Congress 
has  the  exclusive  power  to  determine  and  ju#ge  of 
the  election,  return,  and  qualifications  of  its  own 
members,  and  may  of  course  determine  when  to 
admit  or  reject  Representatives  from  the  rebel 
Slates.  I  think  it  requires  the  concurrent  action 
of  both  the  Executive  and  Congress  for  a  com- 
plete restoration  of  rebel  and  revolted  States  into 
the  Union. 

AMNESTY  PROCLAMATION. 

The  President  in  communicating  the  amnesty 
proclamation  to  Congress  invites  the  aid,  counsel, 
and  cooperation  of  Congress  in  restoring  national 
unity.  This  proclamation  of  amnesty  looks  to  the 
reesiablishment  of  loyal  State  governments  in  the 
rebel  territory  on  the  basis  of  freedom.  It  offers 
peace  on  the  surrender  by  the  rebels  of  the  cause 
of  the  war,  slavery.  Practically  it  is  already  dis- 
solving the  rebel  organization .  Hundreds  of  rebel 
soldiers  are  daily  bringing  in  and  laying  down 
their  arms,  and  accepting  the  terms  of  pardon. 
The  advantages,of  this  proclamation  are: 

1 .  1 1  gives  a  rallying  point  for  loyal  men  in  the 
rebel  States. 

2.  It  secures  forever  liberty  to'  the  emancipated 
slave. 

3.  It  will  enable  the  United  States  to  guaranty 
to  every  rebel  State  a  republican  form  of  govcrn- 
mont 


4.  It  will  secure  national  unity  on  the  basis  ©f 
liberty. 

RECONSTRUCTION. 

The  questions  involved  in  the  subject  of  recon- 
struction are  of  the  most  grave  and  important  char- 
acter. Broken  unions  are  ever  hard  to  restore. 
We  may  crush  the  military  power  of  the  rebels, 
and  yet  the  southern  people  may,  possibly,  sul- 
lenly refuse  to  return  and  participate  in  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  desirable  that  when  the  Union  is 
restored  it  may  unite  a  fraternal  people.  We  do 
not  desire  the  cotton  States  to  occupy  the  relation 
to  the  national  Government  of  a  struggling  Po- 
land, or  Hungary,  or  Venice.  The  only  basis  on 
which  real  cordial  union  can  be  predicated  is  that 
of  liberty.  We  must  remove  the  cause  of  our  di- 
visions. Remove  slavery,  and  the  old  American 
idea  of  Union  and  love  of  country  will  resume 
its  sway.  Yankee  Doodle  and  the  Star  Span- 
gled Banner  will  again  thrill  the  hearts  of  all  Dixie- 
land. The  old  flag — God  bless  it  forever — will  be 
worshiped  with  an  ardor  and  devotion  unknown 
before  the  war. 

If  you  cannot  have  a  Union  based  upon  free- 
dom you  cannot  have  it  at  all.  This  the  Presi- 
dent with  his  usual  sagacity  has  seen,  and  he  of- 
fers amnesty  and  liberty.  My  firm  conviction 
is,  that  upon  this  basis  alone  is  union  attainable. 
This  furnishes  the  only  hope;  but  with  freedom, 
when  the  sword  has  subjugated  armed  resistance, 
we  may  weld  together  the  links  of  this  broken 
chain.  From  the  beginning  of  the  revolt  the 
Government  has  offered  to  the  rebels  peace  and 
good-will,  an^  upon  the  sole  condition  that  they 
should  lay  down  their  arms.  This  offer  has  been 
met  with  scorn  and  defiance.  The  President  now 
offers  peace  upon  the  condition  that  the  insurgents 
submit  and  give  up  slavery.  They  are  asked  to 
abandon  that  which  has  been  a  curse  alike  to  them, 
to  us,  to  all.  Humanity  and  Christianity  pray 
that  these  humane, generous,  magnanimous  terms 
may  be  accepted.  This  cruel  war  will  not  stop; 
this  rebellion  will  never  be  sanctioned  as  revolu- 
tion. The  loyal  people  of  the  United  States,  if 
these  terms  are  rejected,  will  demand  that  the  dis- 
eased limb  be  amputated.  They  have  been  very 
slow  to  anger,  but  they  are  now  thoroughly 
aroused,  and  it  will  soon  be  difiicult  to  appease 
their  just  rage. 

The  loyal  people  preferred  peace  to  war,  but 
they  are  rapidly  acquiring  a  taste  for  war's  fierce 
excitements  and  its  dazzling  glory.  They  are  an 
indomitable  race  of  men,  the  descendants  of  those 
who  conquered  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland, 
and  who  have  themselves  never  been  conquered. 
On  this  continent  they  have  conquered  the  for- 
ests, subdued  the  Indian  tribes,  and  wrested  from 
England  their  independence.  If  driven  to  it  they 
willexterminatethe  soft,  pampered, sensual, slave 
aristocracy  which  makes  up  the  rebel  leaders. 
The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  loyal 
people  will  say  to  the  rebels,  "  We  have  tried  to 
conciliate  you;  we  have  offered  yoa  terms;  you 
reject  them  with  scorn;  you  hate  and  defy  us; 
you  refuse  any  terms  of  peace.  Be  it  so  !  We 
accept  the  issue.  We  will  treat  you  as  enemies; 
we  will  conquer  you,  and  liberating  your  slaves 
we  will  divide  your  lands  among  them,  the  poor 
whites,  and  our  brave  soldiers.  Henceforth  you 
are  subjects,  no  longer  to  be  treated  as  citizens." 
The  President  does  not  yet  say  this;  on  the  con- 
trary his  treatment  is  to-day,  as'  it  has  been  from 
the  beginning,  generous,  humane,  and  magnani- 
mous, such  as  is  becoming  the  head  of  a  great 
and  Christian  nation.  He  offers  peace  on  the 
conditions  that  the  rebels  submit,  give  up  slavery, 
and  accept  freedom.  He  offers  the  blessings  of 
peace  and  prosperity,  only  requiring  the  surrender 
of  that  terrible  curse  which  has  brought  upon  us 
and  them  all  the  horrors  of  this  war. 

IS  SLAVERY  DEAD.' 

The  distinguished  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Brooks]  produced  a  great  sensation  the 
other  day  by  announcing  that  slavery  was  already 
dead.  I  do  not  know  whether  we  were  so  much 
startled  by  the  fact  as  that  that  gentleman  should 
be  the  first  to  announce  it.  Like  some  others  who 
lag  far  behind  in  the  chase,  he  seemed  determined 
to  be  in  at  the  death.  But  I  am  not  yet  willing 
to  admit  the  fact  that  slavery  is  dead.  I  rejoice 
to  know  that  it  is  in  a  dying  condition,  but  it  has 
not  yet  given  up  the  ghost.  Let  the  "mil-split- 
ter" of  Illinois  give  the  cursed  monster  «  few  more 


vigorous  blows  and  make  its  destruction  certain. 
Possibly  the  gentleman  from  New  York  might 
have  been  playingagamefamiiiarto  western  hunt- 
ers; he,  or  the  institution  wjiich  he  declares  dead, 
might  have  been  playing  'possum.  But  to  assume 
a  tone  more  becoming  a  subject  so  grave,  let  me 
remind  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  is  a 
scholar,  and  familiar  with  history,  that  in  the  days 
of  Oliver  Cromwell  it  was  supposed  monarchy 
was  dead  in  England.  Yet  but  a  few  years  passetl 
by,  and  Charles  the  Second  was  on  the  throne  of 
England,  and  monarchy  in  full  sway,  stronger 
apparently  than  before  the  execution  of  Charles 
the  First.  God  save  our  country  from  the  return 
of  the  slave  kings!  God  save  us  from  ever  see- 
ing the  destinies  of  this  nation  pass  again  into  the 
hands  of  slavemongers!  Therefore  1  am  for  tak- 
ing security  for  the  future  by  immediately  abolish- 
ing slavery  and  amending  the  Constitution,  prohibit- 
ing its  existence  forever  in  every  part  of  Ike  Union. 
But  ifslavery  is  indeed  dead  why  do  not  its  friends, 
those  who  have  stood  by  it  in  sunshine  and  in 
storm ,  why  do  they  not  now  pronounce  its  eulogy } 
It  was  a  king  in  the  land.  It  was  a  ruler  in  these" 
Halls,  and  lord  paramount  in  yonder  Executive 
Mansion.  If  dead,  where  are  its  friunds  and 
mourners?  If  your  idol  is  dead,  is  it  not  decent 
for  you  at  least  to  seem  to  mourn  ? 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  great  revolution  has 
not  yet  ended.  Would  to  God  it  were!-  The 
storm  still  rages;  dangersand  difliculties still  over- 
shadow the  future.  Much  remains  to  be  done  to 
subdue  the  rebel  armies,  to  maintain  national 
credit,  to  hold  theJoyal  people  united,  to  preserve 
liberty  and  law,  and  reconstruct  the  edifice  of  con- 
stitutional liberty.  A  task  is  before  us,  taxing  to 
the  utmost  all  we  have  of  skill  and  bravery  in 
the  field,  of  wisdom  and  integrity  and  patriot- 
ism and  statesmanship  in  the  Cabinet,  before  we 
can  feel  thatourcouniry^hasweatheredthestorm," 
and  "  allis  well."  Our  greatest  danger  arises  from 
insane  divisions  among  ourselves.  With  Lin- 
coln at  the  helm  of  State,  with  Grant  command- 
ing our  armies,  and  Chase  holding  the  scarcely 
less  difiicult  and  responsible  position  at  the  head 
of  the  Treasury,  and  a  cordial  union  of  the  friends 
of  these  great  leaders  and  all  loyal  men,  our  suc- 
cess is  certain. 

THE  pHESIDENCY. 

The  constitutional  period  for  the  election  of  a 
President  approaches,  and  compels  an  answer  t« 
the  question,  who  shall  lead  us  through  this  fear-' 
ful  storm  to  the  haven  of  peace  ?  Shall  we  changa 
leaders  while  the  tempest  of  battle  is  raging?  No, 
say  the  people,  with  that  instinctive  sagacity  which 
has  all  along  characterized  them.  They  have  al- 
ready settled  this  question  with  a  unanimity  never 
equaled  since  the  days  of  Madison  and  Washing- 
ton. From  Maine  to  Maryland,  from  Minnesota 
to  California,  from  ocean  to  ocean,  from  north  to 
south,  there  is  but  one  voice.  It  is  emphatic, 
earnest,  spontaneous,  unprompted;  having  its  ori- 
gin in  the  faith  which  the  people  everywhere  feel 
in  the  honesty, justice,  truth,  courage,  patriotism, 
and  good  sense  of  the  President.  The  "secret 
circwiars,"  organizations,  and  efforts  of  politicians 
to  divert  or  change  it  will  be  idle  and  useless. 
This  choice  of  the  people  will  be  ratified  at  the  bal- 
lot-box by  a  vote  never  before  surpassed  in  una- 
nimity. Why  is  this?  It  is  because  the  people 
recognize  in  Abraham  Lincoln  t/ie  apostle  of  lib- 
erty. 

LINCOLN  THE  APOSTLE  OF  LIBERTY. 

It  is  his  mission  to  restore  national  unity  on 
the  basis  of  universal  liberty.  He  is  to  lead  the 
people  through  this  revolution  and  preserve  the 
old  safeguard  of  freedom  embodied  in  Magna 
Charta  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales. 
When  he  leaves  the  presidential  chair,  in  1861), 
we  are  to  be  one  people,  one  nation,  and  every 
man  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of  "life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness."  Everyman  equal 
before  tne  law.  Every  man  enjoying  liberty  of 
speech,  the  freedom  of  the  jn-css,  trial  by  jury, 
and  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Such  is  the  grand 
ideal  which  he  is  laboring  practically  to  realize. 
To  accomplish  this  he  needs  the  continued  confi- 
dence, trust,  and  faith  of  the  American  people. 
With  these,  by  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God, 
those  great  purposes  may  be  realized. 

Mr.  Chairman,  studied  and  persistent  efforts 
having  been  made  in  this  Hall,  in  the  Senate,  and 
elsewhere,  to  disparage  the  President,  I  deem  it 
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a  duty,  and  it  is  a  privilege,  to  present  briefly  and 
f\a  cleaily,  candidly,  and  triUlil'uUy  as  I  am  able, 
tlic  reasons  why  the  President  slioiihl  continue  to 
enjoy  that  trust  and  confidence  wiiich  lias  liiih- 
erto  enabled  him  to  accomplish  so  much,  to  ad- 
vance so  far  in  these  great  purposes,  and  to  show 
why  all  the  friends  of  niuional  unity  and  those 
who  idolize  liberty  should  have  faith  in  the  Pres- 
ident. Tlie  public  life  of  iVIr.  Lincoln  may  be 
said  to  have  commenced  in  June,  1856,  when  he 
•made  the  memorable  speech  at  Springfield,  an- 
nouncing, in  words  that  arrested  the  attention  of 
the  nation,  tlic  antiigonism  between  liberty  and 
slavery.  From  that  hour  he  became  the  apo.stle 
of  freedom.  From  thaldayhis  life  has  been  con- 
secrated to  one  great  purpose,  that  of  freeing  his 
country  from  ^Sfrican  slavery.  There  is  not  in  all 
history  a  more  striking  exhibition  of  the  wonder- 
ful, almost  miraculous  influence  of  a  great  truth, 
uttered  at  the  right  moment,  than  this.  It  has 
been,  as  I  have  said,  jiublicly  announced  on  the 
floor  of  Congress  that  slavery  is  dead.  If  so, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  with  the  sling  and  stone  of 
truth,  has  slain  the  monster. 

I  said  that  Mr.  Lincoln's  public  life  commenced 
with  his  memorable  speech  at  Springfield,  June, 
1856. 

HIS  TRAINING. 

Let  us  see  what  had  been  his  previous  training 
for  his  great  work.  It  was  not  the  training  of  the 
schools;  it  was  better.  It  was  a  struggle  with  dif- 
ficulties among  the  people.  He  had  the  found- 
ation of  perfect  integrity,  truth,  candor,  sobriety, 
self-control,  self-reliance,  modesty.  With  clear 
judgment,  sound  common  sense,  shrewd  knowl- 
edge of  human  nature,  he  is  the  most  Jlmerican  of 
Americans.  He  had  served  a  single  term  in  Con- 
gress, but  his  education,  his  preparation,  was 
among  the  peo[)le,  in  humble  and  homely  posi- 
tions; a  flatboatman,  a  rail-splitter,  a  surveyor, 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  a  frontier  State, 
a  lawyer  in  the  log  court-houses  of  the  West. 
While  he  had  nouniversity  schooling,  few,  ifany, 
have  had  a  better  training  to  develop  and  strength- 
en their  intellectual  powers  than  he.  This  may 
seem  strange,  but  let  me  explain,  and  its  truth 
will,  I  think,  be  conceded.  He  was  trained  at  the 
bar  in  aschool  where  giants  were  his  competitors, 
and  he  bore  off  the  crown. 

WHO   WERE  HIS  COMPETITORS? 

Some  twenty  years  ago,  there  gathered  around 
the  plain  pine  tables  of  the  frontier  court-houses 
of  central  Illinois  a  very  remarkable  combination 
ofmen.  Among  them,  and  conccdedly  theirlead- 
er,  was  Abraham  Lincoln;  Stephen  A.  Douglas, 
his  great po/i^ica/  rival;  Lyman  Trumbull,  chair- 
man of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate; 
E.  D.  Baker,  the  able,  the  eloquent  Senator,  sol- 
dier, and  martyr  to  liberty;  General  James  Shields, 
who  won  a  high  reputation  at  Washington,  and 
on  the  batlle-fii!lds  of  iVIexico;  General  John  J. 
Hardin,  an  able  and  eloquent  lawyer,  who  fell 
on  the  bloody  field  of  Buena  Vista;  James  A.  Mc- 
Dougall,  the  present  Senator  from  Ciilifornia; 
William  A.  Richardson,  present  Senator  from 
Illinois;  and  General  John  A.  McClernand,  now 
in  the  field.  Besides  these  was  the  late  Governor 
Bisscll,  whose  manly  vindication  of  the  bravery 
of  the  Illinois  volunteers  in  Mexico  against  the 
aspersions  of  Jefferson  Davis,  v^-ill  be  well  remem- 
bered— a  vindication  which  resulted  in  a  challenge 
from  the  traitor  Davis,  which  was  accepted  l)y 
Bissell,  but  from  which  Davis  backed  down,  it  is 
said,  under  the  advice  of  General  Taylor.  These 
men,  of  national  reputation,  and  (jthers  equally 
able,  but  whose  pursuits  have  been  confined  at 
Iiome,  were  the  competitors  with  Lincoln.  These 
were  the  men  in  contest  with  whom  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  trained  for  the  terrible  ordeal  through 
which  lie  is  passing. 

CONTEST  BETWEEN  LINCOLN  AND  DOUGLAS. 

The  contest  between  Lincoln  and  Douglas,  in 
1856,  was  the  most  remarkable  in  American  his- 
tory. Thi-y  were  the  acknowledged  leaders,  each 
of  his  party;  both  men  of  great  and  marked  in- 
dividuality of  character.  The  prize  was  the  Si.ii- 
ntorsiiip  of  the  great  State  of  Illinois,  and  the 
Bucce.ss  of  the  Ri.'publican  or  Democratic  party. 
Dougla.s  had  the  additional  stimulant  of  the  Pres- 
idency in  view.  These  two  trained  leaders  met, 
nt  designated  places,  and  in  the  presence  of  im- 
mense crowds  of  people  debated  the  great  ques- 
tions at  issue. 


.  Douglas  went  through  this  campaign  like  a 
conquering  hero.  He  had  his  special  train  of  cars, 
his  band  of  music,  liis  body-guard  of  devoted 
friends,  a  cannon  carried  on  the  train,  the  firing 
from  which  announced  his  approach  to  the  place 
ofmeeting.  Such  a  canvass  involved,  necessarily, 
very  large  expenditures,  and  it  has  been  said  that 
Douglas  did  not  ex[5end  less  than  §50,000  in  this 
canvass.  Some  idea  of  the  plain,  simple,  frugal 
habits  of  Mr.  Lincoln  may  be, gathered,  when  I 
tell  you  that  at  its  close,  having  occupied  several 
months,  Mr.  Lincoln  said,  with  the  idea,  appar- 
ently that  he  had  been  somewhat  extravagant, 
"  I  do  not  believe  I  have  spent  a  cent  less  than 
:$500  in  this  canvass." 

Senator  Douglas  was  at  that  time  the  leading 
debater  in  the  United  States  Senate.  He  had  been 
accustomed  to  meet  for  years  in  Congress  the 
trained  leaders  of  the  nation,  and' never,  either  in 
single  combat  or  taking  the  fire  of  a  whole  party, 
had  he  been  discomfited.  He  was  bold,  defiant, 
confident,  aggressive;  fertile  in  resources,  terrible 
in  denunciation,  familiar  with  political  history, 
practiced  in  all  controversial  discussion,  of  in- 
domitable physical  and  moral  courage,  and  un- 
questionably the  most  formidable  man  in  the  na- 
tion on  the  stump.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Lincoln 
were  not  without  misgivings  when  the  challenge 
was  given  and  accepted  fora  campaign  with  Doug- 
las, on  the  stump.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  cool,  can- 
did, truthful,  logical,  never  betrayed  into  an  un- 
fairstatement;  and  it  was  wonderful  how,  in  these 
discussions,  as  in  every  other  act  of  his  public 
life,  he  has  impressed  the  )ieople  with  his  honesty 
and  fairness.  Every  hearer  of  these  debates  went 
away  with  the  conviction,  whatever  his  political 
views,  "  Lincoln  believes  what  he  says;  he  is  can- 
did, and  he  would  not  misstate  a  fact  or  take  an 
unfair  advantage  to  secure  a  triumph."  He  had 
one  advantage  over  Douglas.  He  was  always 
good-humored  He  had  always  his  apt  story  for 
illustration;  and  while  Douglas  was  sometimes 
irritable  and  would  lose  his  temper,  Lincoln  never 
lost  his.  Douglas  carried  away  the  most  popular 
applause,  but  Lincoln  made  the  deeper  and  more 
lasting  impression.  Douglas  did  not  disdain  an 
immediate  triumph,  while  Lincoln  looked  to  per- 
manent conviction.  Douglas  addressed  the  feel- 
ings and  prejudices  with  a  power  and  adroitness 
neversurpassed.  Lincoln  stated  hispropositions 
and  proved  their  truth  with  irresistible  logic. 
Douglas  carried  the  majority  of  the  Legislature 
of  Illinois,  but  Lincoln  had  the  majority  of  the 
popularvote.  Douglas  secured  the  Senatorship, 
and  Lincoln  gained  the  Presidency.  The  won- 
derful endurance  of  these  men,  both  of  iron  con- 
stitutions, was  strikingly  manifest  during  this 
contest.  But  at  its  close,  Douglas  could  not  ar- 
ticulate clearly  for  some  weeks,  while  Lincoln's 
voice  was  clearer,  stronger,  and  he  himself  was 
in  better  health  at  the  end  than  he  was  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  contest.  The  friends  of  each  of 
these  great  leaders  claimed  the  victory.  All  must 
admit  that  each  met  in  his  antngonist  a  foeman 
worthy  of  his  steel. 

The  nomination  oT  Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  Presi- 
dency came  to  him  unsought  and  unsolicited.  The 
great  leaders  of  national  parties  struggled  by  their 
powerful  friends  and  organizations  for  the  nom- 
ination at  Chicago.  Mr.  Lincoln  remained  quietly 
at  his  home  in  Springfield,  pursuing  the  usual 
course  of  his  qifiet,  simple  life,  and  the  Presi- 
dency sought  him;  he  did  not  go  after  nor  seek 
it.  Many  have  seen  in  the  manner  in  which  he 
was  called  to  the  Executive  Mansion  the  finger 
of  Providence. 

LINCOLN  LEAVING  HOME  FOR  WASHINGTON. 

I  need  not  recall  the  dark  and  threatening  as- 
pect of  affairs  in  the  winter  of  1860-61:  a  long- 
planned,  deep-laid  conspirticy,  about  to  break 
upon  the  land,  with  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war. 
Patriots  saw  the  tornado  coining,  saw  the  traitors 
plotting  and  iilanning  the  destruction  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, disarming,  plundering  it,  binding  it,  pre- 
paring it  to  fall  an  easy  victim  into  the  hands  of 
traitors,  and  yet  had  no  means  to  resist,  because 
all  its  machinery  was  in  the  hands  of  traitors. 
How  impatiently  and  fearfully  they  waited  for 
the  4th  of  March  all  will  remember.  The  Presi- 
dent-elect felt  the  oppressive  weight  of  responsi- 
bility resting  upon  him.  There  is  not  a  more 
flimple,  touching,  and  beautful  speech  in  the  Eng-,. 
iish  hmguagc  tlian  that  whicli  lie  uttered  to  \na 


neighbors  from  the  platform  of  tlie  rail-car  on 
bidding  good-by  to  his  home  to  enter  upon  the 
•duties  of  the  Prcsiden»y: 

"  For  more  iliaii  twrnty-fivo  years  I  liavc  lived  among 
you,  and  during  all  tliat  time  I  liave  received  nothing  but 
kiiulne:-s  at  your  lianils.  Here  tlic  most  cherished  ties  of 
earth  were  assumed.  Here  my  children  were  born,  and 
here  one  of  them  lies  buried. 

"  To  you,  my  iVieiids,  I  owe  all  that  I  have,  all  that  I 
am.  All  the  strange,  checkered  past  seems  to  crowd  now 
upon  my  mind.  Today  I  leave  you.  I  go  to  assume  a 
task  more  difficult  than  that  which  devolved  upon  General 
Washington.  Unless  the  great  God  who  assisted  liini  shall 
be  with  and  aid  me,  1  cannot  prevail ;  but  it  the  same  Om- 
niscient mind  and  liie  same  AlmiKluy  arm  that  directed 
and  protected  him  shall  guidi?  and  support  me,  I  shall  not 
fail ;  /  shall  succeed.  Let  us  pray  that  the  God  of  our  lathers 
may  not  (brisake  us  now.  To  Him  I  commend  you  all.  Per- 
mit me  to  ask  that,  with  equal  sincerity  and  faith,  you  will 
all  invoke  His  wisdom  and  guidance  I'or  me." 

The  feeling  of  the  people  was  impressively  ex- 
hibited by  the  mottoes  on  the  banners  which  they 
extended  across  the  streets  through  which  he 
passed  on  his  way  to  the  capital.  "  WewiUpray 
for  you"  was  often  the  significant  motto. 

Lincoln's  inauguration. 
No  so  impressive  an  inauguration  as  that  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  has  occurred  since  the  inauguration  of 
Washington.  He  had  been  threatened  with  as- 
sassination, and  the  rebels  had  intended  his  mur- 
der as  he  passed  through  Baltimore.  On  his  ar-  , 
rival  here  he  found  the  public  ofiices  filled  with 
traitors.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  rebel  Gen- 
erals Lee,  and  Joe  and  Albert  Johnston,  and  Ewell 
and  Hill,  Stuart  and  Magruder,  Pemberton  and 
Winder,  held  in  March  and  April,  18C1,  leading 
positions  in  our  Army.  Traitors  were  every- 
where. The  citizens  of  Washington  were,  a  large 
portion  of  them,  in  symfiathy  with  the  rebels. 
Secession  had  been  preceded  by  secretconspiracy, 
concocted  by  those  holding  the  highest  otficial 
trusts.  It  had  been  vailetl  by  perjured  profes- 
sions of  loyalty.  On  Mr.  Lincoln's  arrival  here  * 
these  were  the  men  he  found  in  all  the  public  oifi- 
ces,  and  he  was  encircled  on  every  side  by  spies 
and  traitors.  None  who  witnessed  it  will  ever 
forget  the  scene  of  that  inauguration.  Standing 
on  the  eastern  front  of  the  Capitol,  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  high  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  around  him,  a  mingled  crowd  of  traitors 
and  patriots,  with  many  an  eye  looking  search- 
ingly  into  hisneighbor's  to  learn  whetherhegazed 
upon  a  traitor  or  a  friend;  standing  there  amid 
scowlingenemies  with  murder  and  treason  in  their 
hearts,  Lincoln  was  cool  and  determined.  He 
read  his  inaugural  with  a  voice  clear  and  distinct 
enough  to  be  heard  by  twice  ten  thousand  people. 
When  with  reverent  look  iie  swore  by  the  eternal  —. 
God  that  he  would  faithfully  " presem,  protect,  ^b 
and  defend"  the  Constitution,  hisgreatrival  Doug-  ^H 
las  stood,  not  by  accident,  at  his  side.  Douglas 
knew,  perhaps  better  than  the  President  himself, 
the  dangers  and  difficulties  which  surrounded  him. 
He  was  observed  to  whisper  in  the  ear  of  Mr. 
Lincoln,  and  I  believe  gave  to  the  President  the 
assurance  that  in  the  dark  and  difficult  future  he 
would  stand  by  him  and  give  him  his  utmost  aid 
in  uftiiolding  the  Constitution  and  crushing  trea- 
son and  rebellion.  Nobly  did  Douglas  redeem 
that  pledge.  After  the  rebel  attack  on  Sumter, 
he  boldly  made  the  well-known  declarntion  that 
there  could  now  be  but  two  parties,  patriots  and 
traitors.  Had  he  lived  he  would  have  sustained 
the  President  with  all  the  vigor  and  energy  pecu- 
liar to  his  character. 

REMARKABLE  PREDICTION  OF  DOUGLAS. 

Plere  1  will  [lause  a  moment  to  state  a  most  re- 
markable ]n'ediction  made  by  Douglas  in  January, 
1861.  The  statement  is  furnished  to  me  by  Gen- 
eral C.  B.  Stuart,  of  New  York,  a  gentleman  of 
the  highest  respectability.  Douglas  was  asked  by 
Colonel  Stuart,  (who  was  making  a  New  Year  s 
call  on  Mr.  Douglas,)  "  What  will  be  the  result 
of  the  efforts  of  Jefferson  Davis  and  his  associates 
to  divide  the  Union.'"  Douglas  replied,  "Thecot- 
ton  Slates  are  making  an  effort  to  draw  in  the  bor- 
der Slates  to  their  schemes  of  secession,  and  lam 
too  fearful  they  will  succeed.  If  they  do  succeed, 
there  will  be  tlie  most  terrible  civil  war  the  world 
has  ever  seen,  lasting  for  years.  Virginia  will  be- 
come a  charnel-house;  but  the  end  will  be  the 
triumph  of  the  Union  cause.  One  of  their  first 
efforts  will  be  to  take  possession  of  thi.s  capital 
to  give  them  prestige  abroad,  but  they  will  never 
succeed  in  taking  it;  the  North  will  rise  en  masse 
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to  defend  it;  but  it  will  "become  a  city  of  hospi- 
tals; tlie  churches  will  be  used  for  the  sick  and 
wounded  ;aMd  even  this  houscfand  the  JVIinnesota 
block  (now  the  Douglas  Hospital)  may  be  devoted 
to  that  purpose  before  the  end  of  tiie  war."  Gen- 
eral Stuart  inquired,"  What  justification  is  there 
for  all  this?"  Douglasreplied,  "There  is  no  jus- 
tification nor  any  pretense  of  any.  If  they  will 
remain  in  the  Union  I  will  go  as  far  as  the  Con- 
stitution will  permit  to  maintain  their  just  rights, 
and  1  do  not  doubt  but  a  majority  of  Congress 
will  do  the  same.  But,"  said  he,  rising  on  his 
feetand  extending  his  arm,  "if  the  southern  States 
attempt  to  secede  from  this  Union  without  fur- 
ther cause,  I  am  in  favor  of  their  having  just  so 
many  slaves,  and  just  so  much  slave  territory,  as 
they  can  hold  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  no 
more." 

On  the  4th  of  March  thereafter)  surrounded  by 
spies  and  traitors,  the  Treasury  robbed,  the  Army 
and  Navy  dispersed,  knowing  scarcely  whom  to 
trust,  the  President  took  possession  of  the  White 
House  and  entered  upon  his  duties.  On  one  side 
the  capital  was  Virginia,  with  her  disloyal  militia 
guarding  the  long  bridge,  ripe  for  revolt,  and 
ready  from  the  heights  of  Arlington  and  the  Po- 
tomac to  bombard  the  capital.  Between  it  and 
the  loyal  States  lay  Maryland,  ready  to  rise  in 
arms  the  moment  the  rebel  flag  was  unfurled;  nay, 
not  waiting  for  this,  but  rising  and  burning  bridges, 
tearing  up  railways,  and  murdering  Union  sol- 
diers on  their  way  to  defend  Washington.  The 
seat  of  Government  was  thus  isolated  in  the  midst 
of  a  hostile  people.  Congress  had  adjourned,  and 
the  fate  of  the  nation  and  of  liberty  rested  upon 
the  President.  He  was  equal  to  the  occasion.  He 
was  wise  as  l>e  was  firm.  He  saved  the  capital 
and  he  preserved  the  nation.  Contrswt  the  con- 
dition of  our  country  then  and  -now,  with  more 
than  half  the  territory  then  in  rebellion  reclaimed, 
and  deny  if  you  can  that  Abraham  Lincoln  has 
high  administrative  powers.  It  has  been  well  said 
of  him  in  view  of  his  administration,  remember- 
ing the  past  and  looking  to  the  future,  "  the  peo- 
ple know  the  necessities  of  the  hour  and  appreci- 
ate the  man  who  is  at  the  helm.  They  trust  him." 
"  By  masterly  action  and  by  masterly  inaction, 
this  sage  and  hero  from  the  backwoods  has  com- 
manded the  entire  confidence  of  a  great  people,  of 
a  people  the  most  intellectual  and  forcible  upon 
earth." 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  speak  in  detail  of  the 
actsof  this  Administration.  There  are  a  few  gen- 
eral considerations  in  regard  to  it  to  which  I  ask 
the  candid  consideration  of  the  country. 

First,  our  foreign  relations  few  will  deny  have 
been  managed  with  ability  a«d  success  through 
a  period  of  extreme  difficulty  and  danger.  What- 
ever exception  and  criticism  may  justly  be  made 
upon  particular  dispatches,  the  result  has  been 
peaceand  non-intervention,  and  thus  far  the  coun- 
try is  satisfied  that  a  cool,  wise,  and  sagacious 
head  is  at  the  helm.  The  Government  has  been 
so  administered  as  to  secure  the  substantial  union 
and  harmony  of  the  loyal  people  of  all  parties. 
This  has  been  done  amid  all  the  passionate  ex- 
ciiement  and  turbulentfeelinggrowingoutof  civil 
war.  It  has  been  accomplished  during  a  period 
in  which  the  President  has  necessarily  exercised 
the  extraordinary  power  of  summary  arrests,  sus- 
pension of  the  habeas  eor;nis,  and  the  suppression 
of  disloyal  and  treasonable  publications  by  mili- 
tary power;  all  of  them  acts  which  could  not  but 
receive  the  most  searching  scrutiny  of  a  people 
like  ours,  so  jealous  of  their  liberties.  Yet  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  have  felt  perfect  confi- 
dence in  the  integrity  and  patriotism  and  prudence 
of  the  Executive,  and  rested  easy  with  the  full 
faith  that  he  would  exercise  those  high  powers 
only  to  secure  the  life  of  the  nation.  Who  ofall 
'  our  statesmen  could  have  exercised  these  extraor- 
dinary powers  and  created  so  little  uneasiness 
and  distrust?  However  others  have  doubted  and 
hesitated,  Mr.  Lincoln's  faith  in  the  success  of 
our  cause  has  never  been  shaken.  He  has  been 
radical  in  all  that  concerns  slavery,  and  conserv- 
ative in  all  that  relates  to  liberty. 

His  course  upon  the  slavery  question  has  shown 
his  love  of  freedom,  hissagacity,  and  his  wisdom. 
From  the  beginning  he  has  believed  that  the  re- 
bellion woulil  dig  the  grave  of  slavery.  He  has 
allowed  the  suicide  of  slavery  to  be  consummated 
bv  the  slaveholders  themselves.  Many  have 
blamed  him  for  going  too  fast  in  his  anti-slavery 


measures;  more,  I  think,  have  blamed  him  for 
going  too  slow,  of  which  I  have  been  one.  His- 
tory will  perhaps  give  him  credit  for  acting  with 
great  and  wise  discretion.  The  calm,  intelligent, 
philosophic  abolitionists  of  the  Old  World,  un- 
influenced by  the  passions  which  surround  and 
color  our  judgments,  send  across  the  ocean  con- 
gratulation and  admiration  on  the  success  and  wis- 
dom of  his  course.  The  three  leading  features  of 
his  Administration  on  the  subject  of  slavery  are: 

1.  His  proclamation  of  emancipation. 

2.  The  employment  of  negroes  as  soldiers. 

3.  The  amnesty  proclamation,  making  liberty 
the  corner-stone  of  reconstruction. 

The  emancipation  proclamation  will  live  in  his- 
tory as  one  of  those  great  events  which  measure 
the  advance  of  the  world.  The  historian  will  rank 
it  alongside  with  the  acquisition  of  Magi  ^  Charta 
and  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  This  great 
State  paper  was  issued  after  the  most  careful  and 
anxious  reflection,  and  concludes  with  these  sol- 
emn words: 

"And  upon  this  act,  sincerely  believed  to  be  an  act  of 
justice,  warranted  by  tin;  Constitution  and  military  neces- 
sity, I  invoke  the  considerate  judsjinent  ol'  mankind  and 
tlie  gracious  favor  of  Almiglity  God." 

Theconsiderate  judgment  of  mankind,  on  both 
sides  of  the  ocean,  has  already  approvetl  it,  and 
God  has  seemed  to  favor  it  with  a  series  of  victo- 
ries to  our  arms  never  witnessed  before  its  issue 
— a  series  of  victories  for  which  we  are  more  in- 
debted to  the  President  than  to  any  other  man. 

The  country  will  not  forget  the  tenacious  ad- 
herence of  the  President  to  Grant  when  nearly  all 
seemed  to  desert  him.  True,  this  trait  in  his  char- 
acter, this  pertinacious  adherence  to  those  he 
trusts,  was,  I  think,  carried  too  far  in  the  long 
continuance  in  the  service  of  the  hero  of  the  Chick- 
ahominy.  The  President  could  not  convert  the 
hero  of  the  Chickahominy  into  the  hero  of  the 
Mississippi;  but  this  same  characteristic,  if  it 
resulted  m  many  reverses  to  the  army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, has  given  us  Vicksburg  and  Lookout  Mount- 
ain, and  will,  I  trust,  ere  long,  secure  our  com- 
plete triumph  over  the  rebel  armies. 

But  to  return  to  the  proclamation.  It  has  been 
objected  to  this  proclamation  that  it  did  not  em- 
brace all  the  territory  in  rebellion.  For  myself, 
I  have  always  regretted  that  it  did  not  include  all 
the  States  in  revolt.  But  I  believe  the  truth  is, 
this  was  the  result  of  the  advice  of  the  loyal  men 
of  the  border  States.  For  instance,  I  believe  that 
the  man  most  influential  in  preventing  t*he  great 
State  of  Tennessee  from  being  designated  in  Uiis 
paper  was  the  patriot  and  statesman  Andrew 
Johnson;  and  I  believe  to-day  he  regrets  more 
than  any  other  man  that  it  was  left  out.  Yet  who 
will  blame  the  President  for  listening  with  defer- 
ence to  the  advice  of  Andrew  Johnson  in  regard 
to  Tennessee? 

The  employment  of  negro  soldiers  needs  to-day 
no  vindication.  All  sanction  and  approve  it,  and 
they  themselves  are  gallantly  fighting  their  way 
to  the  favor  of  the  country. 

The  amnesty  proclamation,  although  assailed 
by  essayists  and  politicians,  is  working  out  prac- 
tically its  own  vindication.  Hundreds  of  rebel 
soldiers  are  daily  bringing  in  and  laying  down 
their  arms.  In  the  West  it  is  dissolving  the  rebel 
armies.  Under  its  influence,  Louisiana,  Tennes- 
see, and  Arkansas  will  soon  return  as  free  States. 
The  day  that  sees  these  States  again  in  the  Union 
as  free,  loyal  States,  will  see  the  beginning  of 
the  end  of  this  rebellion.  Under  the  influence  of 
this  proclamation,  with  such  changes  as  experi- 
ence may  suggest  or  as  Congress  may  establish 
or  sanction,  we  may  hope  to  see  the  rebel  terri- 
tory all  restored,  and  our  great  country  redeemed 
from  the  curse  of  slavery.  Our  duty  as  ti  loyal 
people  may  be  expressed  in  four  words,  for  three 
of  which  1  have  to  thank  my  friend  from  Maine, 
[Mr. Pike.]  We  must  unite, fight,  tax,  and  eman- 
cipate. 

But  let  us  not  disguise  from  ourselves  that  the 
coming  year  is  one  full  of  peril.  The  danger  is 
not  all  in  the  direction  from  which  it  is  most  ap- 
prehended. A  nation  without  a  Govern  mentis,  as 
Alexander  Hamilton  said,  "  an  awful  spectacle." 
There  are  dangerous  elements  in  our  midst,  and 
a  presidential  election  in  the  midst  of  a  civil  war 
will  try  the  capacity  of  the  people  for  self-gov- 
ernment as  it  has  never  been  tried  before.  We 
are  in  the  midst  of  rushing  torrents  of  opinion 
and  pugsioti  dangoroua  and  difllcult  to  control. 


We  are  tossing  on  the  billows  of  a  raging  sea. 
Anxious  friends  of  liberty  arc  everywhere  asking, 
will  the  great  American  Republic  strand  for  want 
of  order  and  rule?  Confidence  in  our  success  has 
been  continually  increasing.  Is  it  wise  to  change 
our  leader  in  the  midstof  this  storm,  and  while 
all  the  world  is  admiring  the  honesty,  the  justice, 
the  fidelity,  and  the  wisdom  of  that  leader?  No; 
rather  let  us  give  no  indications  of  weakness  or 
division  among  ourselves,  but  uniting,  all,  for 
our  country  and  for  liberty,  let  us  rally  around 
the  pilot  who  has  thus  far  guided  us  in  safety. 
In  response  to  the  cry  that  comes  from  the  rebels 
at  Richmond,  "Anybody  but  Lincoln,"  let  us  re- 
ply, "  Jfobody  but  Lincoln!"  until  liberty  tri- 
umphs and  national  unity  is  restored. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  first  , 
day  of  the  present  session,  of  Congress  I  gave 
notice  of  my  intention  to  introduce  a  joint  resolu- 
tion submitting  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States  a  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  On  a  subsequent  day,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  notice  thus  given,  I  introduced  and 
had  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
the  following  joint  resolution: 

Be  it  resolvcil  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  t/ie  United  States  of  Jlmerica  in  Congress  asscmbted,  (two 
thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring.)  That  tlie  following  arti- 
cle be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  as 
an  amejidnieilt  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
vvliiel),  wlien  ratified  by  three  fourths  of  said  Legislatures, 
shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  said 
Constitution,  namely : 

Article  XIII. 

Sec.  1.  Slavery,  being  incompatible  with  a  free  Govern- 
ment, is  forever  prohibited  in  the  United  Slates;  and  in- 
voluntary servitude  shall  be  permitted  only  as  a  punishment 
for  crime. 

Sec.  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  the  fore- 
going section  of  thistirticle  by  appropriate  legislation. 

I  am  well  aware,  sir,  that  a  proposition  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  so  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  Republic  as  to  weaken  or  de- 
stroy slavery  is  a  novel  thing.  With  bills,  resolu- 
tions, and  propositions  to  amend  the  Constitution 
to  more  firmly  establish,  extend,  and  perpetuate 
slavery  the  country  has  been  perfectly  familiar. 
It  was  long  the  custom  in  this  body,  whenever 
slavery  became  excited  and  angry,  to  try  to 
appease  its  wrath  by  offering  it  some  new  hold  on 
the  life  of  the  nation,  some  greater  advantage  over 
free  government  and  human  liberty.  When  sla- 
very cried  "Give,  give,"  by  force  of  habit  and 
loss  of  conscience  we  always  responded  by  offer- 
ing more  than  it  demanded  of  us.  We  were  the 
slaves  of  the  slave  power. 

When  slavery  became  a  political  power,  and 
held  in  its  hands  the  rewards  which  ambition 
covets,  the  nation  became  its  most  cringing,  fawn- 
ing, stupidly  debased  slave;  and  a  most  cruel  task- 
master it  proved.  Its  political  career  was  an  in- 
cessant, unrelenting,  aggressive  warfare  upon  the 
principles  of  the  Government,  the  objects  for  which 
the  Constitution  was  ordained,  the  rights  of  the 
people,  the  development  of  national  resources,  the 
advancement  of  education,  the  establishment  of 
public  morals,  and  the  purity  of  religion.  It 
touched  everything,  defiled  everything.  And  we 
submitted  quietly,  tamely,  cowardly,  while  the 
work  of  destruction  and  death  was  carried  on  by 
this  insatiable  enemy  of  all  that  is  lovely,  desir- 
able, just,  and  sacred.  No  political  power,  whether 
found  in  republics  or  despotisms,  ever  wielded  so 
baneful  an  influence  on  the  affairs  of  nations  or 
men  as  the  one  to  which  we  so  passively  submit 
ted,  and  under  whose  shadow  we  so  fearfully 
dwarfed.  Its  progress  was  a  constant,  crushing 
dead  march  over  everything  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  its  own  aggrandizement;  and  everything 
desirable  to  a  free  people  stood  in  its  way.  The 
nation  grew  stupid  under  the  manipulations  of 
slavery,  and  seemed  to  know  but  little,  and  to  care 
less,  of  the  danger  which  threatened  the  free  in- 
stitutions of  the  country  with  destruction. 

The  public  opinion  no\v  existing  in  this  country 
in  opposition  to  this  power  is  the  result  of  slavery 
overleaping  itself,  rather  than  of  the  determina- 
tion of  freemen  to  form  it.  But,  however  formed, 
thank  God  it  is  formed,  and  is  our  priceless  pos- 
session of  real,  active,  national  life,  never  to  bo 
surrendered.  We  must  hold  all  we  have  gained, 
and  add  to  the  strength  of  public  ojiinion  by  dar- 
ing to  do  our  duty  as  if  in  the  immediate  presence 
of  Him  wlio  directs  the  destinies  of  nations.    Wc 
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may  now  talk  of  freedom,  act  for  it,  legislate  for 
it,  and  above  all  other  acts  we  may  place  one  which 
shall  stairtp  universal  freedom  on  ournational  Con- 
siitution,  never  to  be  erased,  never  to  die  while 
the  Republic  lives.  To  accomplish  this  great  end 
1  introduced  the  joint  resolution  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  I  believe  its  passage  is  desired  by  the 
truly  loyal  people  of  the  country  almost  without 
an  exception. 

In  preparing  the  resolution  I  was  careful  to  pre- 
sent but  one  issue,  the  incompatibility  of  slavery 
with  a  free  Government.  This  issue  is  no  reflection 
on  the  wise  and  good  men  who  laid  the  firm  founda- 
tions and  fashioned  the  sublime  architecture  of 
our  Constitution.  They  entertained  not  the  re- 
motest idea  that  they  were  tolerating  a  tenant  in 
the  grand  structure  which  would,  when  warmed 
into  life  and  developed  into  the  form  of  a  political 
power,  endeavor  to  tear  down  the  altars  of  lib- 
erty, and  erect  in  their  stead  a  throne  of  absolut- 
ism and  death.  The  oft-expressed  and  univer- 
sally understood  views  of  the  fathers  fully  attest 
that  they  regarded  this  tenant  as  the  thing  to  be 
tolerated  only  because  it  promised  speedy  disso- 
lution. They  found  it  in  the  house  they  were 
erecting  for  tiie  protection  of  themselves  and  their 
children,  looked  upon  it  with  horror,  and  left  it 
to  die,  never  suspecting  the  dre^idful  power  it  em- 
bodied. Surrounded  by  the  grand  teachings  of  a 
successful  war,  based  upon  principles  utterly  de- 
structive of  slavery  if  enforced,  they  looked  for- 
ward to  the  death  of  the  latter  by  the  mere  devel- 
opment and  power  of  the  former.  They  believed 
in  the  incompatibility  of  slavery  with  a  free  Gov- 
ernment; but  they  regarded  the  latter  to  be  the 
stronger,  not  yet  having  had  experience  with  sla- 
very as  a  political  power.  These  reasons  will 
account  in  great  part  for  the  absence  from  the 
Constitution  of  a  section  prohibiting  slavery.  It 
is  impossible  to  believe  that  tht  master-workmen 
who  gave  to  us  this  best  of  human  Governments 
in  the  laest  degree  suspected  that  they  were  trans- 
mitting with  it  the  seeds  of  dissolution.  They 
believed  their  work  secure  from  molestation  by 
this  tolerated  thing  which  all  good  men  loathed 
and  expected  to  see  pass  speedily  away.  In  this 
they  were  mistaken,  as  we  have  discovered  to  our 
deepest  sorrow  and  infinite  cost.  But  their  wis- 
dom provided  the  means  for  overruling  the  dis- 
astrous consequences  of  their  mistake.  The 
Constitution  wliich  they  formed,  and  which  the 
people  ordained  and  established,  contains  ample 
provisions  for  accomplishing  the  destruction  of 
that  power  which  so  long  disturbed  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  nation,  and  finally  enveloped  us  in  the 
whirling,  leaping,  encircling  red  flame  of  war. 
The  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  reads  as  follows: 

"  Congress,  whenever  two  thirds  of  both  Houses  shall 
deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose  amendments  to  this  Con- 
stitution, or,  on  tlie  application  of  llie  Lfgislatures  of  two 
thirds  of  the  several  Slates,  shall  call  a  convention  for  pro- 
posing amendments,  wliicli,  in  either  case,  shall  be  valid 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this  Constitution, 
when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the 
several  States,  or  hy  conventions  in  three  fourths  thereof, 
OS  the  one  or  the  othermodc  of  ratification  may  be  proposed 
by  Congress:  Provided,  That  no  anienriinent  which  may 
be  made  prior  to  the  year  18U8  shall  in  any  manner  afiect 
the  first  and  fourth  clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first 
article ;  and  that  no  Slate,  without  its  consent,  shall  be  de- 
prived of  its  equal  BuflTrage  in  the  Senate." 

This  highly  practical  section  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, free  from  all  conditions  and  limitations  since 
the  year  1808,  with  regard  to  the  subjects  con- 
cerning which  amendments  may  be  adopted,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  suffrage  of  the  States 
'in  the  Senate,  was  provided  as  a  meansfbr  adapt- 
ing the  fitndamcntal  law  of  the  Republic  to  the 
changes  incident  to  the  development  of  the  nation. 
It  is  the  safety-valve  of  the  Constitution,  so  con- 
g*ructcd  and  guarded  as  to  prevent  hasty  and  in- 
considerate action, and  utterly  destructive  ofevery 
pretense  for  forcible  revolution.  It  is  impossible 
to  justify  a  resort  to  force  as  a  remedy  for  wrongs 
imaginary  or  real,  while  this  recognition  of  the 
great  doctrine  that  «' Governments  derive  lh<ir 
just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed" 
remains  a  part  of  our  organic  law;  and  it  would 
be  equally  difficult  to  justify  the  existence  of  any- 
thing in  the  Government  destructive  of  the  in- 
alienable rights  of  "  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  liappiness,"  without,  at  least,  an  earnest  and 
determined  effort  to  remove  it.  Wlien  the  people 
established  the  Constitution,  embracing  the  sec- 
tion which  I  have  quoted,  they  agreed  upon  the 


means  whereby  the  consentof  the  governed  should 
be  determined,  and  by  the  same  act  placed  upon 
themselves  and  upon  us  the  responsibility  at- 
tached to  those  things  which  interfere  with  the 
inalienable  rights  of  man,  or  which  tend  to  the 
destruction  of  free  government.  Amendments 
proposed  by  Congress,  or  by  a  convention  called 
for  that  purpose,  and  adopted  or  rejected  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  are  the  mediums 
through  which  the  consent  of  the  governed  is  to 
be  determined  concerning  all  things  not  now  |)ro- 
vided  for  in  the  Constitution.  It  was  a  fair  agree- 
ment, placing  upon  each  and  every  citizen,  and 
upon  the  several  States,  all  of  the  risks  and  re- 
sponsibilities incident  thereto,  for  "  we,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,"  made  it.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  the  nation  would  develop  into  grander 
proportions,  its  interests  become  more  varied,  its 
wants  and  necessities  increase,  and  that  it  might 
be  beset  by  dangers  not  occurring  to  the  minds 
which  molded  the  form  of  the  organic  law.  It 
was  agreed  and  expressly  provided  that  the  Con- 
stitution should  grow  to  meet  all  of  these  new 
demands,  keeping  within  the  bounds  of  its  ordi- 
nation "  to  form  a  more  perfect  Union,  establish 
justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
the  common  defense,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity." 

This  section  of  the  Constitution  is  my  author- 
ity for  introducing  the  joint  resolution  which  I 
have  read;  and  it  also  imposes  upon  this  House 
the  responsibility  of  meeting  the  question  fairly 
and  with  a  view  to  the  promotion  of  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  nation,  by  releasing  it  from  the 
ihralldoms  of  a  hostile  power  which  has  entwined 
itself  around  the  heart  and  life  of  the  Republic. 
The  proposition  introduces  no  intricate  question 
of  constitutional  law  for  discussion.  It  simply 
submits  a  question  of  fact  for  our  determination, 
upon  which  the  past  and  present  throw  such  a 
flood  of  light  that  not  even  willfulness  can  lead  us 
astray.  Is  slavery  incompatible  with  a  free  Gov- 
ernment.' This  is  the  true  question  involved;  and 
no  artful  summonings  of  cunningly  devised  side 
issues,  or  of  the  ghosts  of  dead  expediencies,  can 
release  any  member  of  this  body  from  passing 
upon  this  single  issue.  It  is  all  there  is  in  the 
case.  The  contest  is  squarely  between  slavery 
and  free  governinent,  and  in  this  light  it  is  to  be 
conducted  to  the  end.  Let  us  follow  it,  and  see 
how  it  will  end. 

Slavery  is  defined  to  be  "  the  state  of  entire  sub- 
jection of  one  person  to  the  will  of  another."  This 
is  despotism,  pure  and  simple.  It  is  true  that  this 
definition  concerns  ndore  the  relations  existing  be- 
tween master  and  slave  than  it  does  those  between 
the  system  of  slavery  and  the  Government.  But 
we  need  not  hope  to  find  a  system  purely  despotic 
acting  in  harmony  with  a  Government  wholly, 
or  even  partially,  republican.  An  antagonism 
exists  between  the  two  which  can  never  be  recon- 
ciled. This  our  experiences  with  the  principles 
involved  have  taught  us  is  a  truism  from  which 
indiftcrence  will  not  enable  us  to  escape,  nor  dis- 
simulation release  us.  But  when  wc  connect  With 
the  despotism  of  the  slave  system  of  this  country 
the  immense  land  and  money  power  embraced  in 
it,  and  reflect  how  thoroughly  it  had  become  in- 
terwoven with  the  entire  social  fabric  of  nearly 
one  half  of  the  States,  we  can  more  readily  under- 
stand and  fully  comprehend  how  and  why  this 
antagonism  took  upon  itself  the  form  of  political 
organization  through  which  for  many  years  it 
controlled  the  nation,  and  through  which  it.in- 
sisted  on  the  death  of  the  Republic  when  it  could 
control  no  longer.  We  can  also  understand  why 
the  system  of  which  this  antagonism  is  the  active 
life  tyok  possession  of  every  department  of  the 
local  governments  of  the  States  where  it  existed, 
and  hedged  itself  about  with  laws  which  were  not 
only  violations  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
our  national  Constitution  but  disgraceful  to  civ- 
ilization and  destructive  of  free  Government.  No 
man,  whose  conscience  has  vitality  suflicient  to 
make  him  honest,  can  read  the  slave  codes  of  the 
southern  States  without  admitting  that  they  are 
utterly  repugnant  to  the  genius  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions and  irreconcilably  opposed  to  the  theory 
of  our  Government.  And  yet  every  one  knows 
that  these  tyrannical,  hostile,  and  barbarous  codes 
were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
the  slave  system,  even  iiiahoae  dark  days  of  sla- 
very's rule  which  existed  before  the  present  war 


awakened  to  its  true  and  real  life  the  mdral  sense 
of  the  nation,  and  forced  its  ever-enduring  liglit 
into  the  beclouded*minds  of  the  bondmen  of  this 
land,  quickening  their  perception  into  that  keen 
appreciation  of  every  man's  right  to  "  life,  lib- 
erty, and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,"  which  bids 
defiance  to  slave  codes,  and  effectively  asserts  and 
maintains  the  right  ofevery  man  to  own  himself. 
The  system,  being  a  pure  despotism,  was  forced 
to  resort  to  despotic  laws  for  support,  defense, 
and  perpetuation. 

It  was  perfectly  natural  for  the  comparatively 
few  men  who  held  four  million  Jiuman  beings  in 
a  bondage  which  puts  to  shame  all  other  kindred 
systems  which  evercursed  man  for  their  mildness, 
not  only  to  resort  to  cruel  and  despotic  laws  for 
aid  in  their  diabolical  act,  but  also  to  seek  refuge 
in  the  anti-republican  dogma  that  "  the  right  to 
govern  resides  in  a  very  small  minority;  the  duty 
to  obey  is  inherent  in  the  great  mass  of  mankind." 
Domestic  slavery,  backed  by  immense  capital 
and  political  power,  knitted  its  lethargic  web 
closely  and  firmly  around  statesmen  and  parties, 
and  soon  forged  fetters  for  holding  the  mass  of 
the  people  in  governmental  slavery.  The  minor- 
ity commanded,  and  flew  to  arms  to  destroy  the 
Government  when  the  mass  of  the  people  refused 
to  obey;  and  the  war  which  is  now  so  severely 
taxing  the  energies  of  our  people,  and  drawing  so 
exhaustively  on  the  resources  of  the  country,  is 
the  legitimate  offspring  of  the  attempt  of  a  reck- 
less, insolent,  and  depraved  slaveholding  oligarchy 
to  mold  tliis  Government  into  a  political  counter- 
part of  that  barbaric  domestic  despotism  which 
asserts  the  right  of  propejrty  in  man.  "  The  state 
of  entire  subjection  of  one  person  to  the  will  of 
another"  struck  hands  with  "  the  right  to  govern 
resides  in  a  very  small  minority;  the  duty  to  obey 
is  inherent  in  the  great  mass  of  mankind."  Do- 
mestic slavery  and  political  slavery  were  joined 
in  unholy  wedlock  in  the  temple  of  the  Republic, 
and  their  infernal  progeny  are  now  trying  to  de- 
molish the  grand  edifice  in  which  their  incestuous 
parents  plighted  their  criminal  tows.  The  entire 
combination,  from  minutest  nefarious  particle  to 
its  aggregated  atrocity,  is  an  anti-republican ,  des- 
potic whole,  the  sworn  enemy  of  all  that  is  good, 
the  banc  of  all  that  is  just. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  can  cast  our  eyes  upon  no 
pageofthis  nation's  history  whereon  it  is  not  writ- 
ten, "Slavery  is  incompatible  with  a  free  Govern- 
ment."  We  have  tried  to  close  our  eyes  against 
this  constantly  repeated  and  self-evident  truth. 
We  have  tried  to  reason  it  away,  to  practice  arts 
which  should  carry  us  around  it,  or  over  it,  or 
under  it.  We  have  failed  to  accomplish  the  de- 
sired result.  As  ijpnmutable  as  the  laws  of  God 
stands  the  declaration,  "  Slavery  is  incompatible 
with  a  free  Government."  Decked  with  the  ha- 
biliments of  death,  surrounded  by  all  the  dread 
scenes  of.war,  this  incompatibility  is  thundering 
at  the  gates  ofthecitadel  of  the  Republic,  demand- 
ing recognition.  The  loyal  inmates  command  us 
to  obey  the  summons.  But  we  have  not  yet  had 
enough  of  sorrow,  desolation, and  death.  We 
must  stop  and  reason,  while  the  national  treasure 
pours  out  in  streams  of  increasing  volume,  while 
the  life-blood  flows  from  other  hearts,  while  graves 
in  untold  numbers  are  preparing,  and  the  ashes 
of  desolation  are  cast  upon  unnumbered  hearth- 
stones. We  must  not  act  rashly.  We  must  be 
calm ,  discreet,  dignified.  We  must  inquire  why 
this  great  thunderer  is  thus  disturbing  our  old 
traditions  and  confusing  our  conservative  ideas. 
Well,  let  us  examine  this  demand,  and  ascertain 
upon  what  facts  it  is  supported. 

In  order  to  understand  perfectly  the  objects 
which  the  people  had  in  view  when  they  ordained 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  we  must 
turn  to  the  preamble  which  introduces  us  to  that 
instrument.  When  we  give  it  our  attention  we 
find  it  a  very  plain-spoken  guide,  void  of  guile  or 
dissimulation.  It  discloses  to  us,  first,  that  tlie 
Constitution  is  the  work  of  the  people;  and  this 
at  once  develops  the  thoroughly  republico-demo- 
cratic  character  of  the  Government  established. 
It  was  a  grand  creation  of  the  people  for  their  own 
security  in  the  possession  of  the  great  objects  ex- 
pressed in  the  preamble.  All  of  the  powers  em- 
braced in  the  Constitution  were  placed  there  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  putting  these  objects  above 
interference  from  any  source  and  beyond  the  haz- 
ard of  loss.  These  objects  are  not  only  compati- 
ble with,  but  absolutely  necessary  to,  the  exist- 
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ciicc  and  enjoyment  of  a  free  Government.  No 
one  of  tlicm"  can  be  destroyed  witliout  detriment 
to  the  whole;  and  anything  which  by  its  nature 
is  incompatible  with  cither  stands  in  the  same  re- 
lation to  all  the  rest,  and  must,  if  permitted  to  ac- 
quire supremacy,  ultimately  subvert  the  free  prin- 
ciples of  the  Government  itself.  How  docs  the 
account  stand  between  slavery  and  these  great 
objects?  Let  usgive  ourattention  to  this  question 
forafew  minutes,  for  itis  one  of  transcendentim- 
portaiicc. 

Tlie  first  object  of  the  people  was  "  to'  form  a 
more  perfect  Union."  What  has  been  and  is 
now  the  attitude  of  slavery  toward  this  primary 
object  of  the  Constitution  ?  When  slavery,  in  the 
natural  threatening  and  disturbing  course  of  its 
development,  assumed  the  character  and  form  of 
a  political  power,  its  first  act  was  a  denial  that 
the  people  had  formed  a  "  more  perfect  Union," 
coupled  with  the  assertion  that  the  Union  was  a 
mere  compact  between  the  several  States,  which 
might  be  dissolved  at  the  pleasure  of  any  party 
thereto.  This  position  was  selected  as  most  likely 
to  terrify  the  people  into  submission  while  their 
power  was  being  transferred  to  the  hands  of  the 
few,  and  as  affording  a  plausible  pretext  for  the 
destruction  of  the  Union  in  the  event  freedom 
should  prove  too  strong  for  slavery  and  the  peo- 
ple should  refuse  to  surrender  their  power  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  would  destroy  their  lib- 
erties. Shrewd  calculators  were  the  men  who 
selected  and  intrenched  this  position.  For  many 
years  the  terrors  which  they  exhibited  to  the  peo- 
ple from  this  cunningly  masked  battery  of  error 
held  the  mass  in  check.  But,  when  it  was  almost 
too  late,  the  people  discovered  their  danger,  re- 
gained their  power,  resolved  to  enforce  the  grand 
principles  and  traditions  ofjustice  and- liberty,  and 
stood  up  in  their  majesty  masters  of  the  situation. 
Slavei-y  flew  to  its  last  resort,  sought  to  enforce 
by  strife  and  battle  its  doctrine  of  a  compact  of 
Slates,  and  the  right  to  dissolve  the  same  at  pleas- 
ure, and  for  three  long  and  bloody  yeare  has  been 
by  the  dread  power  and  fearful  engineries  of  war 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Union  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

The  second  object  of  the  people  was  "to  estab- 
lish justice."  How  could  slavery  stand  other- 
wise than  opposed  to  this.'  Slavery  is  injustice. 
The  establishment  ofjustice  would  destroy  sla- 
very. Both  cannot  live  together  in  peace.  In 
the  very  nature  of  things  a  state  of  strife,  conten- 
tion, war,  will  and  must  exist  unceasingly  be- 
tween these  two  irreconcilable  enemies  until  one 
shall  succumb  to  the  other.  Justice  is  "  the  vir- 
tue which  consists  in  giving  to  every  one  what  is 
liis  due;  practical  conformity  to  the  laws  and  to 
the  principles  of  rectitude  in  the  dealings  of  men 
with  each  other."  Slavery  is  the  direct,  perfect, 
absolute  opposite  of  this.  Must  not  the  house  in 
which  the«e  two  antagonisms  exist  be  divided 
against  itself.'  Can  such  a  house  stand.'  Is  it 
possible  to  establish  justice  andmaintain  slavery.' 
Tlie  long,  dark,  terrible  record  written  on  the 
■  pages  of  an  incessant  strife,  finst  in  unhealthy,  fe- 
verish,exhausting  political  excitements, and  finally 
in  the  best,  truest,  and  bravest  blood  of  tlie  na- 
tion, and  now  cuhninating  amid  the  awful  scenes 
of  a  war  unprecedented  in  proportions  and  uti- 
eqiialed  in  the  matchlessgloi-y  of  its  promised  re- 
sults, furnishes  to  us  and  to  the  world  an  unques- 
tionable negative  to  the  queries  I  have  submitted. 
Slavery  challenged  the  people  in  their  endeavors 
to  establish  justice,  and  i-esorted  to  the  ordeal  of 
lialtle  against  them  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  a 
Government  founded  upon  this  divine  attribute. 
The  ordeal  of  battle  is  not  yet  closed.  The  con- 
test is  in  the  full  tide  of  its  power.  All  around 
the  combatanta  the  nations  of  the  world  as  spec- 
tators press  with  an  eagerness  and  intensity  of 
interest  never  before  prepared  for  the  pages  of  his- 
tory, white  thespiritsof  the  fathers  of  our  repub- 
lican system  look  down  from  their  bright  and 
blest  abode,  hoping  f(M-  the  triumph  of  justice, 
and  appeal  to  God  who  hnsgathercd  them  to  Him- 
self to  strengthen  the  arms  which  strike  for  the 
light.     We  know,  the  pcoplesof  the carlh  know, 
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the  spirits  of  the  fathers  know,  that  this  grand 
struggle  for  victory  can  be  terminated  only  by  the 
triumph  ofjustice  and  the  death  of  slavery,  or 
by  the  success  of  slavery  and  the  death  of  the  Re- 
public. No  compromise  can  be  made,  no  truce 
can  be  adjusted,  no  silver-tongued  appeals  for 
peace  can  be  heard  amid  the  din  of  this  fierce  con- 
flict. We  must  establish  justice  upon  the  tomb 
of  slavery,  or  have  it  not  at  all.  We  mustestab- 
^lish  it  or  acknowledge  the  Republic  a  failure. 
We  will  establish  it  by  destroying,  in  the  manner 
and  form  prescribed  by  our  Constitution,  that 
which  stands  in  our  way — slavery. 

Aifother  object  to  be  accomplished  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  was  to  "  insure  domestic 
tranquillity."  This  was  the  voice  of  the  people. 
How  sta^ids  the  account  between  the  Republic 
and  slavery  concerning  this  grand  purpose  of 
the  people.'  When,  since  slavery  assumed  polit- 
ical proportions,  has  it  subserved  the  great  end 
of  domestic  tranquillity?  It  has  been  powerful, 
but  what  are  the  fruits  of  its  power?  The  long 
line  of  political,  legislative, judicial  history  of  this 
nation  presents  not  a  page  which  is  not  disfigured 
by  some  blot  placed  upon  it  by  the  aggressive,  in- 
tolerant, exacting,  and  despotic  spirit  of  slavery. 
From  school-book  to  statute-book,  from  hearth- 
stone opinions  to  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  from  political  hustings  to 
the  sacred  desk,  from  town  meetings  to  Congress, 
no  bright  spot  appears  without  a  blemish  from 
the  hands  of  the  restless,  meddling,  disturbing 
genius  of  slavery.  Ev.erywhere  its  footprints 
appear,  always  tending  toward  a  disturbance  of 
our  domestic  tranquillity.  We  had  no  national 
re|iose,  for  constant  pro-slavery  agitation  kept  a 
continual  fever  in  the  national  system,  consum- 
ing its  eoergies  and  its  life.  This  was  the  condi- 
tion of  the  nation  in  the  so-called  times  of  peace, 
and  before  the  good  gunsof  Sumter  answered  the 
war  summons  of  slavery.  Since  that  time  our 
domestic  tranquillity, always  disturbed,  has  been 
enveloped  in  the  dark,  dense,  impenetrable  cloud 
of  war  thrown  over  it  and  around  it  by  the  spirit 
which  discharged  the  first  shotagainst  the  flagof 
the  Union,  and  commenced  the  present  deplora- 
ble trial  by  battle.  Instead  of  insuring  domestic 
tranquillity  slavery  has  been  an  irrepressible  dis- 
turber of  the  nation's  repose.  It  accorded  to  us 
no  rest  in  our  miscalled  day  of  peace.  Steadily 
it  pressed  us  toward  despotism  or  war.  We 
declined  to  advance  further  upon  either  of  these 
<]read  alternatives,  and  turned  our  faces  back  to 
the  position  which  the  fathers  had  occupied.  No 
sooner  was  our  gaze  turned  in  that  direction  than 
slavery's  shrill  bugle-blast  aroused  the  people  to 
the  fearful  realities  of  the  most  gigantic,  wicked, 
and  causeless  civil  war  that  ever  cursed  the  earth 
or  disturbed  the  repose  of  nations.  Summoning 
to  its  standard  panoplied  hosts  of  deceived,  mis- 
guided, ignorant  men,  keeping  step  under  the  flag 
of  death  to  the  music  of  disunion,  it  has  forced 
from  the  shops  and  ofiices  and  stores  and  fields 
qf  the  loyal  and  freedom-loving  North  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  the  brave,  true,  intelligent,  patri- 
otic sons  of  the  Republic  to  sterner  work  than  the 
enjoyment  of  domestic  tranquillity — to  the  battle- 
-field, to  death,  and  thegrave.  Mourning  house- 
holds, broken  hearth-circles,  bleeding  heai'ts, 
everywliere  bear  witness  that  slav-cry  is  the 
destroyer  and  not  a  promoter  of  domestic  tran- 
quillity. 

"To  provide  for  the  common  defense"  was 
another  declared  purpose  of  the  people  when  they 
ordained  the  Constitution.  The  common  defense 
of  a  repuUlic  can  never  be  insured  by  nurturing 
within  it  its  implacable  enemy.  The  elements  on 
which  a  republic  relies  for  that  concentration  of 
resources  and  strength  necessary  to  effective  com- 
mon defense  must  be  homogcMieous.  Anything 
which  prevents  this  is  inimical  to  the  prosperity 
and  success  of  the  Government.  Doctrines  of 
government,  systems  of  labor,  social  organiza- 
tions, commercial  and  manufacturing  interests, 
religious,  nn)ral,  and  educational  purposes,  all 
must  be  .so  connectedly  harnionious  "as  to  cre- 
ate ti  chain  of  nuitual  dependencies,"  ouch  rely- 


ing on  its  fellows  for  support,  while  all  work  in 
unison  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  common  end. 
Interrupt  this  harmony  and  the  rule  which  enforces 
the  resulting  discord  is  arbitrary, and  consequent- 
ly at  war  with  free  government.  And  we  must 
remember  that  the  common  defense  which  the 
people  declared  for,  and  which  our  security  de- 
mands, is  not  merely  that  which  shall  meet  and 
overcome  the  assaults  of  foreign  Powers,  but  has 
quite  as  direct  reference  to  the  preservation  of  the 
equipoise  of  our  republican  system  in  opposition 
to  all  hostile  efforts  and  influences  originating 
among  ourselves.  Very  little  good  would  result 
from  a  mere  maintenance  of  our  territorial  pro- 
portions in  opposition  to  .out^jrard  assailants,  if 
we  should  fail  to  preserve  our  republican  forms, 
ourChristianprinciples,  our  true  moral  and  social 
characteristics,  from  internal  efforts  to  destroy 
them.  We  have  long  had,  and  now  have,  a  wily, 
aggressive,  restless  domestic  enemy,  which  has 
to  a  greater  extent  imperiled  the  nation  than  have 
all  other  foes  combined.  It  has  interfered  with 
every  element  of  national  strength,  by  aggressing 
upon  our  doctrines  of  government,  forcing  col- 
lision between  systems  of  labor,  distracting  our 
social' organizations,  disturbing  our  commercial 
relations,  injuring  our  manufacturing  interests, 
dividing  our  religious  Communities,  debauching 
the  public  morals,  preventing  universality  of  ed- 
ucation, and  forcing  discord  into  every  fiber  of 
the  Republic.  Slavery  has  done  this,  and  now 
wages  war  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  de- 
struction of  the  nation.  These  are  the  contribu- 
tions of  slavery  to  the  common  defense. 

Following  naturally  and  logically  in  the  chain  of 
objects  declared  by  the  people  we  find  the  next  is  to 
"  promote  the  general  welfare."  In  opposition 
to  this  slavery  hasstood  as  a  wall  of  brass.  For 
the  aggrandizement  of  a  privileged  class,  the  up- 
building of  an  aristocracy,  and  the  debasement  of 
the  masses,  slavery  has  been  the  chief  instrument. 
But  all  these  ends  are  opposed  to  the  general  wel- 
fare. That  must  rest  upon  things  quite  different' 
— upon  equality,  democracy,  and  the  elevation  of 
the  masses.  There  can  be  no  true  development 
of  those  qualities  which  make  a  nation  great  and 
prosperous  unless  its  energies  are  so  diffused  as  to 
reach  all  classes,  all  interests,  all  sources  of  power, 
and  embrace  them  all  in  its  grand  march  of  prog- 
ress. Who  ever  measured  the  mighty  resources 
of  this  nation  before  the  present  war  broke  the 
spell  which  slavery  had  cast  over  the  people,  and 
set  the  national  mind  and  conscience  free  ?  Three 
years,  marked  by  the  bloody  footprints  of  war,  sur- 
charged with  the  griefs  of  a  hundred  battle-fields, 
have  done  more  for  the  development  of  the  powers 
and  resources  of  this  nation  than  half  a  century 
accomplished  when  slavery  controlled  the  national 
mind.  When  slavery  ruled,  the  energies  of  the 
people  were  comparatively  dormant.  What  little 
of  vigor  worked  its  way  up  to  and  through  the 
incrustcd  surface  was  made  captive  by  theintermi- 
nable  political  agitations  with  which  slavery  dis- 
tiu'bed  the  country  and  checked  the  progress  of  the 
Republic.  Underlying  these  agitations  were  false 
principles  of  political  economy ,  unsound  doctrines 
of  government,  erroneous  theories  of  trade  and 
commerce,  rui  nous  systems  of  public  policy,  unjust 
systems  of  labor — everything  which  was  calcu- 
lated to  retard  the  true  advancement  of  the  nation. 
These  agitations  dominated  overeverything.  The 
brain-force  of  the  country  was  subject  to  them. 
They  everywhere  overshadowed  the  material  in- 
terests of  the  country,  directed  its  legislation,  over- 
awed its  executive  agents,  controlled  its  courts, 
corrupted  its  religion,  debased  its  morals,  vitiated 
its  literature,  beclouded  and  benumbed  everything 
upon  which  a  people  mn.«!t  rely  for  greatness,  pros- 
perity, ha]ipiness,  and  the  jiromolion  of  the  gen- 
eral welfare.  They  kept  the  public  mind  in  t\  con-  ■ 
stant  state  of  unhealthy  excitement,  and  intused 
their  poison  into  ev»i-y  vein  ani[  artery  of  the 
body-politic. 

Sir,  this  is  the  past  n.s  molded  by  slavery.  Shall 
the  future  be  its  harmonious  counterpart?  Shall 
we  pass  through  this  horrid  political  nightmare 
again  to  bo  awakened  therefrom  by  the  bugle- 
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blast  niid  cannon-roiir  of  another  war,  or  shall  we 
secure  a  permanent  peace  to  ourselves  and  our 
cliildreii  Ijy  firmly  establishing  the  general  wel- 
fare upon  the  tomb  of  slavery  ?  We  cannot  post- 
pone those  grave  questions  for  posterity  to  an- 
swer. Witii  us  they  abide,  and  wc  are  to  answer 
tliem.  We  must  answer  tliem,  and  do  it  faitlifully 
f.)r  freedom,  if  we  would  have  this  war  pass  into 
the  history  of  past  events,  and  not  "  drag  its  slow 
length  along"  the  pages  of  the  future.  No  avenue 
is  presented  for  our  escape  except  that  which 
leads  over  the  dead  body  of  slavery.  This  great 
fact  is  recognized  by  the  nation.  Its  immense 
proportions  have  attracted  ihe  attention  of  the 
i-ivilized  world.  Shall  we  alone  close  our  eyes  to 
it  and  attempt  to  avoid  its  grave  re.sponsibilities.' 
We  cajinot  succeed  in  this  if  we  should  try.  We 
ought  not  to  try,  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  na- 
tion forbids  it. 

The  last,  the  grandest,  the  most  sublime  of  the 
objects  declared  by  the  people  in  the  ordination 
of  the  Constitution  is,  "  to  secure  the  blessings  of 
liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity."  Of  this 
great  object  of  the  people,  Story,  in  his  Comment- 
aries on  the  Constitution,  says: 

"Surely  no  object  could  he  more  worthy  of  the  wisdoui 
nnd  auiliitiou  of  ilie  hust  liicii  in  any  ago.  If  there  he  any- 
thing wliich  may  justly  dial  hinge  the  admiration  of  all  man- 
kind, it  is  that  sublime  patriotism  which,  looking  beyond 
il3  own  times  and  its  own  flc-etins  )iursuils,  aimstosecure 
the  permanent  happiness  of  posterity  by  laying  the  broad 
foundations  of  Government  upon  immovable  principles  of 
justice.  Our  afl'cctioiis,- indeed,  may  naturally  bo  pre- 
sumed to  outlive  the  brief  limits  of  our  own  lives,  and  to 
repose  with  deep  sensibility  upon  our  own  immediate  de- 
Bcendants.  But  there  is  a  noble  disinterestedness  in  that 
Ibrecast  which  disregards  present  object.s  for  the  sake  of 
all  mankinil  and  erects  structures  to  protect,  support,  and 
bless  the  most  distant  generations." 

Let  us  not  overlook  that  portion  of  this  wcll- 
expresscd  and  better-bestowed  praise  which  rests 
upon  the  fact  that  the  glorious  worlc  of  the  people 
was  for  "  the  sake  of  all  mankind."  Letilbring 
afresh  to  our  minds  that  important  question  pro- 
pounded by  Jefferson: 

"Can  like  liberties  of  a  nation  he  thought  secure  when 
we  have  removed  their  only  firm  basis,  a  conviction  In  the 
minds  of  the  people  thiit  these  liberties  are  the  gift  of  God  ; 
that  they  arc  not  to  be  violated  but  with  His  wrath.''" 

Has  not  slavery  denied  that  this  great  work  of 
the  people  was  intended  for  the  "safety  of  all 
mankind, "and  brought  upon  us  the  just  chastise- 
ment of  God,  who  intended  "  these  liberties"  for 
nil  of  Flis  creatures.'  What  are  the  thunders  of 
litis  war  but  the  voice  of  God  calling  upon  this 
nation  to  return  from  the  evil  paths,  made  rough 
by  errors  and  misfortunes,  blunders  and  crimes, 
made  slippery  by  the  warm,  siiioking  blood  of 
our  brothers  and  friends,  to  the  grainl  highway 
of  national  thrift,  pro.sperity,  hajipiness,  glory, 
and  peace,  in  which  Ho  planted  the  feet  of  the 
fathers?  Cannot  wc  hear  amid  the  wild  rushing 
roar  of  this  v/ar  storm  the  voice  of  Him  who  rides 
upon  tlie  winds  and  rules  the  tempest  saying  unto 
us,  "You  cannot  have  peace  until  you  sccui'e 
liberty  to  all  who  are  subject  to  your  laws.'"  Sir, 
this  declaration  must  be  heeded.  It  has  been  whis- 
pered into  the  ears  of  this  nation  since  first  we 
pronounced  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness to  be  the  inalienable  rights  of  all  men,  and 
now  it  rolls  in  upon  us  like  the  voice  of  the  oceap, 
tendering  peace  or  war  to  our  election.  Which 
shall  we  elect.'  Shall  it  be  peace.'  How  can  it 
be  peace  while  liberty  and  slavery  dwell  together 
in  our  niid.st.'  These  are  enemies.  These  are  ideas 
which  cannot  dwell  together  in  harmony.  How 
can  we  have  pence.'  Letslavery  die.  Let  its  death 
b(!  written  in  our  Constittition.  Let  the  Consti- 
tution "  proclaim  liberty  throughout  the  land  to 
all  tin;  inhabitant.s  thereof."  I'liis  is  the  way  to 
peace — firm,  enduring  peace,  embracing  all  man- 
Kind,  and  reaching  to  the  most  distant  gencra- 
lion.s.  In  this  way  only  can  we  secure  liberty  to 
our.selvcs  and  our  posterity. 

Bill,  sir,  slavery  ha.s  not  contented  itself  with 
manifesting  its  incom|patibility  with  our  free  Gov- 
ernimnt  by  opposing  the  great  objects  for  secur- 
ing wiii(;h  the  people  ordained  and  e.-^tablished  the 
Constitution.  It  has  confronted  the  Constitution 
ii.self,  and  prevented  the  enforcement  of  its  most 
vital  |)rovi.Hions.  Section  two  of  article  six  of  the 
Consiiiiitiun  says:  « 

'•'TU'i.i  (;onsliiutio!i,  aiul  the  laws  of  llic  United  .Slates 
ivhlch  Khali  b:'  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  uiid  all  treaties 
made,  or  wlie-li  Hhall  be  made,  inider  the  aiilhorltv  of  the 
United  .States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  Ihe  land  ;  and 
tliu  Judgf'y  in  pvery  State    Inii  \,r  h'Hiiul  therein  .  hmviIimik 


in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  Slate  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding." 

Of  the  many  provisions  of  the  Constitution  de- 
vised for  the  protection  of  the  unity  of  the  nation, 
this  one  stands  first  in  importance.  Without  it 
the  bond  of  union  would  be  as  weak  as  an  invalid 
between  whom  and  the  grave  but  a  breath  inter- 
venes. The  supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  the 
laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States,  are  neces- 
sary to  our  existence  as  a  nation.  Our  unity  can 
be  preserved  in  no  other  way.  This  was  the  be- 
lief of  those  who  ordained  the  Constitution,  and 
our  experience  accords  therewith.  But,  sir,  sla- 
very planted  itself  in  opposition  to  this  provision 
of  the  Constitution,  and  declared  that  it  should 
not  be  enforced.  Do  you  ask  for  proof.'  We 
need  not  go  far  to  find  it.  Turn  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  take  as  a  guide  the  words: 

"The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States." 

To  what  extent  has  this  been  regarded  as  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land  in  Stales  where  slavery 
controlled  legislation,  presided  in  the  courts,  di- 
rected the  Executives, and  commanded  the  mob.' 
It  is  n  provision  of  most  vital  importance  to  every 
citizen.  We  could  not  be  a  nation  of  equals  with- 
out it.  It  is  the  peerage  title  of  our  people.  How 
has  it  been  observed  .'  What  has  been  the  con- 
duct of  slavery  toward  it.'  Let  us  turn  again  to 
the  Constitution  for  practical  aid  in  the  solution  of 
these  questions.  In  the  first  article  of  the  Amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  we  find  this  language: 

"  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment 
of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  e.xcrcise  thereof;  or  abridg- 
ing the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of 
the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  Gov- 
ernment for  a  redress  of  grievances." 

The  great  rights  here  enumerated  were  regarded 
by  the  people  as  too  sacred  and  too  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  theirlibertiesto  be  trusted  with 
no  firmer  defense  than  the  rule  that  "Congress 
can  exercise  no  power  which  is  not  delegated  to 
it."  Around  this  negative  protection  was  erected 
the  positive  barrier  of  absolute  prohibition.  Free- 
doiri  of  religious  opinion,  freedom  of  speech  and 
press,  and  the  right  of  assemblage  for  tho  purpose 
of  petition  belong  to  every  Ameriean  citizen,  high 
or  low,  rich  or  poor,  wherever  he  may  be  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  With  these 
rights  no  State  may  interfere  without  breach  of  the 
bond  which  holdslhe  Union  together.  How  have 
these  rights  essential  to  liberty  been  respected  in 
those  sections  of  the  Union  where  slavery  held  the 
reins  of  local  authority  and  directed  the  thoughts, 
prejudices,  and  passions  of  the  people  .'  The  bitter, 
cruel,  relentless  persecutions  of  the  iVIethodists  in 
the  South,  almost  as  void  of  pity  as  those  which 
were  visited  upon  the  Huguenots  in  France,  tell 
how  utterly  slavery  disregards  the  right  to  a  free 
exercise  of  religion.  No  religion  wliich  recognizes 
God'.sctiM'nal  attribute  of  justice  and  breathes  that 
spiritof  love  which  ajiplies  to  all  men  the  sublime 
conirnandment,  "  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men 
should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them," 
can  ever  be  allowed  free  exercise  where  slavery 
curses  men  and  defies  God.  No  religious  denom- 
ination can  flourish  or  even  be  tolerated  where 
slavery  rules  without  surrendering  the  choicest 
jewels  of  its  lailh  into  the  keeping  of  that  infidel 
power  which  withholds  the  Bible  from  the  poor. 
Religion,  "consisting  in  the  performance  of  all 
known  duties  to  God  and  our  fellow-men,"  never 
has  been  and  never  will  be  allowed  I'ree  exercise 
in  ally  community  where  slavery  dwarfs  the  con- 
sciences of  men.  The  Constitution  may  declare 
the  right,  but  slavery  ever  will,  as  it  ever  hasj 
trample  upon  the  Constitution  and  prevent  the 
enjoyment  of  the  right. 

How  much  better  has  free  discussion  fared  at 
the  hands  of  the  black  censor  who  guards  the  in- 
terests of  slavery  against  the  expression  of  the 
thoughts  of  freemen.'  On  what  rood  of  this  Re- 
jiublic  cursed  by  slavery  have  men  Ijeeii  free  to 
declare  their  approval  of  the  divine  doctrines  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  .'  Where,  ex- 
cept in  the  free  States  of  this  Union,  have  the 
nation's  toiling  milliona  bt^cn  jiermitted  to  assert 
their  great  protective  docirine,  "  The  laborer  is 
worthy  of  his  hire .'"  What  member  of  our  great 
free;  labor  force.  North  or  South,  could  stand  up 
in  the  pr(;sence  of  the  despotism  which  owns  men 
nnd  combat  the  atrocious  assertion  that  "  Slavery 
i.s  the  natural  and  normal  condition  of  the  labor- 
ing nuin,  whether  while  ov  blacic,"  with  the  noble 


declaration  that  "  Labor  being  the  sure  founda- 
tion of  the  nation's  prosperity  should  be  per- 
formed by  free  men,  for  they  nlone  have  an  in- 
terest in  the  preservation  of  free  government," 
with  any  assurance  that  his  life  would  not  be 
exacted  as  the  price  of  his  temerity.'  In  all  this 
broad  land  not  one  could  be  found.  The  press 
has  been  padlocked,  and  men's  lips  have  been 
sealed.  Constitutional  defense  of  free  discussion 
by  speech  or  press  has  been  a  rope  of  sand  south  ' 
of  the  line  which  marked  the  limit  of  dignified 
free  labor  in  this  country.  South  of  that  line  an 
organized  el|ment  of  death  was  surely  sapping 
the  foundations  of  our  free  institutions,  reversing 
the  theory  of  our  Government,  dwarfing  our 
civilization,  contracting  the  national  conscience, 
compassing  the  destruction  of  everything  calcu- 
lated to  preserve  the  republican  character  of  our 
Constitution;  and  no  man  in  the  immediate  pres- 
ence of  this  rapidly  accumulating  ruin  dared  to 
raise  a  voice  of  warnino;.  Submission  and  silence 
were  inexorably  exacted.  Such,  sir,  is  the  free 
discussion  which  slavery  tolerates.  Such  is  its 
observance  of  the  high  constitutional  rights  of  the  ' 
citizen.  Its  past  will  be  repeated  in  its  future  if  . 
the  people  permit  it  to  curse  the  world  with  a 
continued  existence. 

"  The  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble 
and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress  of 
grievances,"  has  been  as  completely  disregarded 
as  the  other  rights  1  have  mentioned  by  the  terror- 
ism which  guards  the  citadel  of  slavery.  If  slav- 
ery persecuted  religionists,  denied  the  privilege  of 
free  discussion,  prevented  free  elections,  trampled 
upon  all  of  the  constitutional  guarantees  belonging 
to  the  citizen,  peaceable  assemblages  of  the  people 
to  consider  these  grievances  with  a  view  to  peti- 
tion the  Government  for  redress  could  not  be  lield. 
If  non-slaveholding  whites  became  alarmed  at  the 
bold  announcement  that  "  slavery  is  the  natural 
and  normal  condition  of  the  laboring  man,  whether 
white  or  black,"  seeing  therein  the  commence- 
ment of  an  effort  intended  to  result  in  the  enslave- 
ment of  labor  instead  of  the  mere  enslavement  of 
the  African  race,  they  were  not  privileged  to  peace- 
ably assemble  and  petition  the  Government  in  re- 
gard thereto,  or  to  discuss  the  barbarism  and  to 
arouse  the  people  in  opposition  to  it.  Slavery  held 
political  and  social  power  sufficient  to  crush  all 
such  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  injured  people. 
Slavery  could  hold  its  assemblages,  discuss,  re- 
solve, petition,  threaten,  disregard  its  constitu- 
tional obligations,  trample  upon  the  rights  of  labor, 
do  anything  its  despotic  disposition  might  direct; 
but  freedom  and  freemen  must  be  deaf,  dumb, and 
blind.  Throughout  all  the  dominions  of  slavery 
republican  government,  constitutional  liberty,  the 
blessings  of  our  free  institutions  were  mere  fables. 
An  aristocracy  enjoyed  unlimited  power,  while 
the  people  were  pressed  to  the  earth  and  denied 
the  inestimable  privileges  which  by  right  they 
should  have  enjoyed  in  all  the  fullness  designed 
by  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  I  might  enumerate  many  other  constitu- 
tional rights  of  the  citizen  which  slavery  has  dis- 
regarded and  practically  destroyed,  but  I  have 
enough  to  illustrate  my  proposition:  that  slavery 
disregards  the  supremacy  of^  the  Constitution  and 
denies  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

The  proposition  needs  no  argument.  Wc  all 
know  that  for  many  years  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  gigantic  rebellion  now  in  progress  th(? 
supporters  of  slavery  enforced  this  disregard  of 
the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  of  the  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  of  the  citizen  by  every  power 
antl  influence  known  to  the  communities  cursed 
by  the  presence  of  a  slave.  Legislatures,  courts, 
Executives,  almost  every  person  holding  politi- 
cal or  social  power  nnd  jiosition  in  the  southern 
States,  were  all  arrayed  on  the  side  of  slavery,  and 
what  they  could  not  accomplish  was  turned  over 
to  the  mob,  which,  without  law,  with  abuse,  in- 
dignities, cruelties,  and  hempen  halters,  did  its 
work  with  fearful  accuracy  and  terrible  exact- 
ness. Twenty  million  free  men  in  the  free  States 
were  practically  reduced  to  tin.'  condition  of  semi- 
citizens  of  the  United  States;  for  the  enjoyment 
of  their  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  as  citi- 
zens depended  upon  a  perpetual  residence  north 
of  Mason  and  Dixon '.s  line.  South  of  that  line 
the  rights  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  many 
more  which  I  might  mention,  could  be  enjoyed 
only  when  dobasod  to  the  uses  of  slavery.   Slave- 
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holders  and  their  supporters  alone  were  free  to 
think  and  print,  to  do  and  say  wiiat  seemed  to 
them  best  on  both  sides  of  tiiat  line.  They  could 
think,  read,  talk,  discuss  with  perfect  freedom  in 
each  and  every  State,  and  fearfully  they  used  this 
advantage  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  this  country. 
It  is  quite  time,  sir,  for  the  people  of  the  fi'ee 
States  to  look  these  facts  squarely  in  the  face  and 
provide  a  remedy  which  shall  make  the  future 
feafe  for  the  rights  of  each  and  every  citizen.  Had 
slavery  n(^  pos.sessed  this  advantage,  civil  war, 
freighted  with  sorrow,  desolation,  and  death, 
would  not  have  visited  tliis  nation.  But  since  it 
lias  come,  ilie  people  of  the  free  States  should  in- 
sist on  ample  protection  tp  tlieir  rights,  privileges, 
find  immunities,  which  are  none  other  than  these 
wWcli  the  Constitution  was  designed  to  secure  to 
all  citizensalike,and  see  to  itthatthepower  which 
caused  the  war  shall  cease  to  exist,  to  the  end 
that  tlie  curse  of  civil  war  may  never  be  visited 
upon  us  again,  atid  that  the  citizen  whose  home 
is  in  the  North  shall  be  as  free  to  assert  his  opin- 
ions and  enjoy  all  of  his  constitutional  rights  in 
the  sunny  South  as  he  whose  roof-tree  is  the  mag- 
nolia shall  to  the  same  ends  be  free  amid  the  mount- 
ains of  New  England  and  the  sparkling  lakes  of 
the  North  and  the  West.  An  equal  and  exact  ob- 
servance of  the  constitutional  rights  of  each  and 
every  citizen,  in  each  and  every  State,  is  the  end 
to  which  we  should  cause  the  lessons  of  this  war 
to  carry  us.  Wl\atever  stands  between  us  and 
the  accomplishment  of  this  great  end  should  be 
removed.  Can  we  reach  tliisend  and  saveslavery  .' 
Can  we  Reconcile  the  antagonisms  which  have  pro- 
duced this  war?  Can  we  mix  tiie  oil  and  water 
ofdespotism  and  republicanism  .'  Can  we  harmo- 
nize the  contending  elements  of  absolutism  and 
free  government?  No,  sir;  it  is  not  given  to  hu- 
man power  to  accomplish  these  results.  What, 
then,  shall  we  do?  Abolish  slavery.  How?  By 
amending  our  national  Constitution.  Wliy?  Be- 
cause slavery  is  incompatible  with  free  govern- 
ment. Peace,  prosperity,  national  harmony,  prog- 
ress, civilization,  Christianity,  all  admonish  us 
thatour  only  safety  lies  in  universal  freedom. 

Sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  slavery 
stands  arrayed  against  every  object  for  tht  attain- 
ment of  which  the  people  ordained  and  established 
theConstitution;  thatitis  seeking  the  destruction 
of  the  Union,  is  opposed  to  the  establishment  of 
justice,  has  disturbed  our  domestic  tranquillity, 
makes  v/ar  upon  us  instead  of  providing  for  the 
common  defense,  promotes  wide-spread  desola- 
tion and  ruin  instead  of  advancing  the  general 
welfare,  and  seeks  to  withhold  from  us  and  our 
posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty.  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  sliow  that  it  has  disregarded  theConstitu- 
tion and  trampled  upon  the  most  sacred  riglits  of 
the  citizen.  But  the  case  is  so  nearly  self-evident 
that  it  is  diflicull  to  argue  it.  The  antagonism  is 
so  marked,  and  the  incompatibility  so  glaringly 
apparent,  that  they  overshadow  proof  and  argu- 
ment. The  conscience  of  the  nation  is  so  sensi- 
tively active  concerning  the  questions  to  which  I 
have  spoken  tliat  itarrives  atcotu;lusions  witii  the 
rapidity  by  wliicii  thought  measures  distance. 
Argument  cannot  travel  so  fast.  At  best  it  is  but 
the  baggage-train  of  the  grand  army  of  ideas  and 
aspirations  which  is  now  leading  this  nation  to 
that  higlier  and  purer  civilization  that  forms  the 
silver  lining  of  the  dark  war  cloud  which  over- 
hangs the  I'Lepublic. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  position  which  this  nation 
maintains  to-day  in  relation  to  the  true  character 
of  .slavery  is  more  perfect  than  that  which  the 
found(u-s  of  the  Government  occupied.  They  be- 
lieved that  .slavery  was  so  directly  opposed  to 
justice,  so  distinctly  arrayed  against  divine  law, 
so  utterly  depraved  and  desperately  wicked,  that 
its  own  aggregation  of  enormities  would  speedily 
accomplish  its  dissolution.  We  recognize  their 
fiutli  as  most  correct,  except  in  its  conclusion. 
Wc  see  that  the  death  can  only  be  accomplished 
by  an  executioner.  Slavery  will  not  kill  itself. 
The  decree  of  death  has  been  enrolled.  The  death- 
warrant  was  sealed  by  the  first  shot  which  struck 
P'ort  Sumter.  But  condemned  culprits  do  not  ex- 
ecute themselves,  and  slavery  is  no  exception  to 
the  rule.  ' 

1  admit  that  the  progressof  the  war  has  accom- 
plished much  toward  giving  effect  to  the  decree. 
In  our  iuirvest  of  blood  we  have  gathered  great 
compensatory  results.  The  .spirit  of  patriotism 
has  returned  to  ua  clothed  with  a  reiUirrectional 


brightness  like  uuto  that  which  shall  light  the 
heirs  of  glory  to  the  abode  of  the  eternal  Father. 
Manhood,  as  it  stood  proudly  erect  in  the  grand, 
colossal,  symmetrical  proportions  known  to  the 
early  days  of  the  Republic,  again  gives  sublim- 
ity to  American  character.  An  acknowledged 
dependence  on  Him  who  guides  the  planets  and 
notices  the  fall  of  a  sparrow  is  once  more  the 
sure  defense  of  our  people.  An  awakened,  invig- 
orated, concentrated  national  conscience  revivifies 
our  observance  of  justice.  Fear  of  God  and  love 
of  country  blend  and  course  from  heart  to  ex- 
tremities of  the  earnest  masses  who  struggle  amid 
the  awful  terrors  and  black  woes  of  war  for  that 
sublime  end,  a  true  peace.  These  happy  results 
iiave  effected  many  of  the  preliminaries  to  the  final 
death  of  the  condemned  disturber  of  our  repose. 
Already  the  glowing  fruits  of  ultimate  victory 
gather  around  and  about  us.  Thousands  of  hu- 
man beings  who  were  slaves  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  accursed  rebellion  are  now  enjoying 
the  freedom  which  God  designed  for  all  of  His 
creatures.  The  limits  of  slavery  have  been  con- 
tracted by  State  action,  and  other  States  "are  di- 
recting their  eff'orts  to  the  further  compression  of 
the  dominion  of  the  black  power  which  warsut>on 
all  that  is  good.  Congress  has  not  failed  to  pro- 
vide a  vVay  through  which  men  may  march  from 
bondage  to  freedom.  The  President  has  nobly 
performed  his  duty  by  striking  the  chains  of  sla- 
very from  millions  of  men.  Public  opinion,  the 
conqueror  of  men  and  parties,  the  maker  of  Pres- 
idents and  Congresses,  has  flung  its  banner  to  the 
breeze,  inscribed  with  the  glorious  words,  "Lib- 
erty and  Union."  Providence  has  opened  up  the 
way  to  that  higher  civilization  and  purer  Cliri.s- 
tianity  which  the  Republic  is  to  attain.  The  very 
atmosphere  which  surrounds  us  is  filled  with  the 
spirit  of  emancipation.  Every  throb  of  the  pop- 
ular heart  sends  coursing  to  the  very  extremities 
of  national  life  the  warm  blood  of  freedom.  These 
things  all  cheer  the  hearts  of  the  true  sons  of  the 
Republic.  Our  Red  Sea  passage  promises  to  be 
as  propitious  as  was  that  of  God's  chosen  people 
when  the  waters  parted  and  presented  the  sea-bed 
for  their  escape  from  the  hosts  upon  whom  these 
waters  closed  and  eflected-the  burial  appointed  by 
Him  who  had  declared,  "  Let  my  people  go." 
The  bow  of  promise  now  arches  the  heavens,  but 
the  end  isnotyet.  We  haveadvanced,  butprom- 
ise  signifies  future.  We  hope  for  the  end,  but  it 
is  not  yet  abiding  with  us;  for  hope  pertains  to 
that  which  we  do  not  possess.  We  feel  that  we 
havegained  much  during  the  terrible  trial  to  which 
the  Republic  has  been  subjected,  and  we  know 
that  at  far  too  great  price  have  the  people  pur- 
chased the  position  of  which  they  are  now  the 
masters  to  permit  it  to  pass  again  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  enemies  of  free  government.  The  po- 
sition must  be  fortified  and  the  lines  advanced. 
V/hat  freedom  has  gained  must  be  intrenched  by 
the  strong  arm  of  the  Constitution.  The  life  and 
treasure  which  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  Union 
have  expended,  in  amount  unprecedented  and 
with  cheerfulness  almost  i.'icomprehensible,  must 
be  made  to  secure  something  more  durable  than 
a  lull  of  the  storm,  a  delusive  hope,  and  a  deceit- 
ful peace.  Security  for  the  future  must  be  the 
result  of  the  great  demands  to  which  our  people 
Iiave  so  nobly  responded.  The  price  paid  is  am- 
ple, and  its  returns  must  be  worthy  of  the  gi'and 
patriotism  which  rose,  as  if  by  the  command  of 
God,  all  panoplied  far  war,  and  equal  to  all  of  the 
exactions  of  the  awful  conflict  whose  birth  was 
announced  by  the  roar  of  rebel  cannon  over  llie 
bay  of  Charlestoii. 

Sir,  let  us  not  be  misled  by  delusive  hopes,  rjor 
deceived  by  artful  words.  Let  no  siren  song  di- 
vert us  from  the  path  which  the  events  of  our 
fancied  days  of  peace  and  the  leasons  of  this  war 
have  mai'ked  out  for  us  with  more  imcrring  ex- 
actness that)  that  with  which  the  magnetic  needle 
points  the  course  of  the  mariner  on  the  trackless 
ocean.  There  was  a  lurking  devil  in  the  words 
of  the  gentleman  fi-om  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks] 
when  he  told  us  lliat  he  accepted  "  the  abolition 
of  slavery  as  a  fact  accomplished."  He  knows, 
the  world  Icnows,  that  none  of  the  acts  hostile  to 
slavery  which  I  have  mentioned  have  gone  be- 
yotid  the  fact  of  making  men  affected  by  them 
fi't.'e;  that  no  on(^  of  ihem  has  reached  the  root  of 
.slavery  and  prepar(;d  for  the  de.slrurtiou  of  the 
system.  We  have  made  some  men  free,  but  the  | 
Hystem  yet  lives,  and  iia.s  it.-;  thousands  of  active 


tongues  all  over  thi^  land,  hissing  its  defense  and 
seeking  to  benumb  the  public  conscience  by  cov- 
ering it  over  with  the  slime  of  death.  One  of 
these  tongues,  forked  and  slimy,  speaks  from  the 
mouth  of  the  man  who  holds  in  his  hands  the 
reigns  of  the  executive  power  of  the  Empire  Stale 
the  words — 

''  If  it  is  true  tliat  slavery  must  be  nbollslied  to  save  ttils 
Union,  tlien  tlie  people  of'tlie  Soutli  sliouki  be  allovi'efl  to 
vvitlirlrnw  lliemselves  from  that  Government  vvliicli  cannot 
give  lliem  tile  proteetionguarantied  l)y  its  terms." 

This  man  does  not  believe  that  the  abolition  of 
slavery  is  a  "  fact  accomplished;"  and  he  has  a 
numerous,  active,  crafty,  unscrupulous  party  at 
his  back,  every  member  of  which  accepts  the 
teachings  of  this  master.  In  tliis  Hall  busy 
tongues  paraphrase  this  guilty  declaration,  and 
cry  aloud  for  the  "Union  as  it  wa.s,"  with  the 
great,  black  crime  of  slavery  "as  it  was,"  or 
"  peace  on  any  terms." 

From  the  other  end  of  this  Capitol  a  senatorial 
tongue  has  hissed  upon  the  records  of  the  country 
these  defiant  words  in  behalf  of  slavery: 

"  By  your  acts  you  attempt  to  free  slaves.  You  will  not 
liavc  tliem  among  you.  You  leave  tliem  where  tliey  are. 
Then  what  is  to  tie  the  result?  I  presume  that  local  State 
governments  will  be  preserved.  If  they  are,  if  the  people 
have  a  right  to  make  their  own  laws  and  to  govern  thcra- 
selve.5,  they  will  not  only  reenslave  every  person  you  at- 
tempt to  set  free,  but  they  will  reenslave  the  whole  race." 

And  a  tongue  in  this  body  answers,  "  If  you 
destroy  slavery,  you  destroy  our  free  institu- 
tions." These  are  the  tongues  which  are  to  be 
the  oracles  of  the  convention  that  is  to  meet  at 
Chicago  on  the  4th  day  of  next  July  to  organize 
the  elements  of  a  powerful  party  in  the  interests 
of  slavery. 

Sir,  is  it  not  madness  to  act  upon  the  idea  that 
slavery  is  dead  ?  We  hold  it  as  a  condemned,  un- 
executed culprit,  and  know  that  it  is  not  dead. 
Why  shall  we  not  recognize  the  fact  and  provide 
for  the  execution  ?  We  must  do  so,  or  go  on  dig- 
ging graves  and  pouring  sorrow  into  the  loyal 
homes  of  the  people;  for  the  systems  and  ideas 
which  flash  their  lightning  among  the  clouds  of 
this  war  will  never  cease  from  strife  until  from 
hill-top  to  mountain-top,  from  valley  to  plain, 
from  ocean  to  ocean,  from  the  laRs  to  the  Gulf, 
the  swelling  tide  of  the  nation's  acclaim  announces 
to  the  people  of  the  earth  that  American  slavery 
is  to  be  known  to  the  future  only  through  the 
history  of  the  past.  To  us  i.s  this  great  work  in- 
trusted. How  shall  we  perfornfi  it?  There  lies 
no  difficulty  in  our  way  if  we  will  but  do  our 
duty. 

.•  The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  have  author- 
ized me  to  report  to  the  House  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  passed 
by  this  body,  and  submitted  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  for  their  acceptance.  A  concur- 
rence in  this  recommendation  is  the  plain  road 
over  which  wc  may  escape  from  the  difficulties 
which  now  beset  us.  A  submission  of  this  prop- 
osition to  the  several  States  will  at  once  remove 
from  Congress  the  question  of  slavery.  No  further 
agitation  of  this  vexatious  question  need  disturb 
our  deliberations  if  we  concur  in  this  recommend- 
ation, and  we  sliall  be  far  advanced  toward  a 
lasting,  ever-enduring  peace.  Send  this  proposi- 
tion to  the  States,  trust  it  to  the  people,  fix  U  as 
a  center  around  which  public  opinion  may  gather 
its  potent  agencies,  and  we  shall  have  accom- 
plished more  for  the  future  tranquillity  of  the  Re- 
public than  ever  was  effected  by  Congress  before. 
The  people  are  now  convinced  of  the  incompati- 
bility of  slavery  with  free  government.  Let  us 
inf»|iurt  to  them  an  opportunity  to  give  effect  to 
their  conviction.  If  wc  refuse,  our  successors 
will  be  more  obedient;  for  the  people  have  de- 
creed that  slavery  shall  die,  and  that  its  death 
shall  be  recoriled  in  theConstitution.  We  are  to 
construct  the  machinery  which  shall  execute  the 
decree,  or  give  place  to  those  wiio  will  perform 
the  bidding  of  the  people.  We  cannot  evade  the 
responsibility  which  resis  upon  us-by  declaring 
that  we  "  aci-ent  the  abolition  of  slavery  as  a  fact 
accomplished.  The  nation  knows  that  this  enun- 
ciation is  a  mere  lachrymose,  diplomatic  intrigue 
employed  by  slavery  to  arrest  tlu;  grand  volcanic 
action  that  is  uplH.'aving  the  great  moral  ideas 
which  underlie  the  Republic.  The  nation  de- 
mands m<ire,  its  faith  (-mbraces  more;  its  acute  ap- 
preciation of  the  li;ue  nature  of  the  disease  whicii 
j>n!ys  upon  its  heartstrings    assures  it   that  the 
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work  of  iJeiUh  cannot  be  arrested  until  the  fact  of 
slavery's  dissolution  is  accomplished;  and  that 
tliis  may  not  be  until,  by  amendment  oftlie  Con- 
stitution, we  assert  the  ultimate  trium|ih  of  lib- 
erty over  slavery,  democracy  over  aristocracy, 
free  government  over  absolutism. 

POSITION  OF  UEBELLIOUS  STATES. 

Mr.  WILDER.  Mr.  CJiairmun,  during  the 
year  which  has  just  closed  we  liave  made  such 
pro;jress  in  quelling  the  rebellion  that  the  minds 
of  all  naturally  turn  to  consider  the  relations 
which  the  revolted  States  and  their  citizens  will 
occupy  in  respect  to  the  Government  when  it 
shall  have  brought  them  fully  under  its  power. 
The  true  state  ot'things  subsisting  between  us  and 
the  rebellious  States,  in  my  judgment,  is  that  of 
]uil)lic  war,  accompanied  by  all  the  rights,  on  our 
side  at  least,  that  we  would  possess  ui  a  conflict 
with  foreign  enemies,  and  attended  on  their  side 
by  just  liability  to  all  such  measures  as  we  might 
adopt  toward  alien  foes  under  the  law  of  nations, 
and,  in  addition  thereto,  to  such  penalties  as  the 
municipal  law  denounces  against  traitors.  The 
Constitution  sets  no  limits  to  the  rights  of  war. 
It  confers  these  rights  in  granting  the  power  to 
declare  war,  to  raise  armies  and  navies,  to  make 
captures, &c.  Without  defining  or  regulating  the 
execution  of  these  powers  it  does  enumerate  va- 
rious restraints  upon  Congress  and  the  Executive. 
These  restraints,  however,  it  has  been  often  and 
well  sliowUf  have  relation  to  a  state  of  peace, 
and  to  citizens  who  submit  to  the  Constitution 
and  uphold  it,  not  to  those  who  renounce  its  ob- 
ligations and  defy  its  ministers. 

if  it  should  be  said  that  such  a  discussion  is 
premature,  that  it  is  our  business  to  obtain  safety 
before  consultingas  to  the  way  in  which  we  shall 
exercise  dominion,  1  might  answer  that  the  way 
in  which  we  may  rightfully  prosecute  the  war, 
and  the  rights  we  shall  acquire  and  may  legiti- 
mately exercise  over  the  revolted  States  when  re- 
duced to  obedience,  depend  upon  precisely  the 
same  considerations.  Those  who  cavil  at  the  mode 
and  denounce  the  agencies  by  which  we  have  of 
late  won  so  nlfciy  successes  in  the  war,  do  it  be- 
cause they  dread  that  utter  subversion  of  their 
party  power  which  will  inevitably  follow  from  our 
exercising  rights  acknowledged  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, but  not  i)erniitLed,  as  they  contend,  by  the 
Constitution.  In  this  they  have  been  wiser  in 
their  generation  than  the  children  of  light. 

But  not  to  go  into  this  now,  it  is  sufficient  that 
the  subject  is  brought  directly  before  us  by  the 
President's  proclamation  of  December  8,  1863, 
designed,  while  tendering  liberal  terms  of  amnesty 
to  repentant  rebels,  at  the  same  time  to  corroborate 
and  enforce  the  proclamation  of  emancipation 
which  has  made  the  22d  September,  1862,  a  date 
never  to  be  forgotten  through  all  the  ages. 

The  first  question  that  ai'ises  is, "has  the  Pres- 
ident the  right  to  couple  the  resumption,  by  loyal 
citizens  of  the  revolted  States,  of  the  power  of 
self-government  in  the  Union,  and  of  a  share  iti 
the  governing  us  their  representatives  in  this 
House  and  in  the  Senate,  with  the  conditions  he 
has  annexed;  or  have  the  President  and  Con- 
gress, acting  together,  this  power.'  Jf  either  or 
both  possess  the  power,  and  it  is  deemed  expedi- 
ent to  exercise,  we  shall  all  probably  be  disposed 
to  avoid  all  discussion  of  the  question  in  whom 
this  power  deiived  from  war  resides  by  an  act  of 
Congress  confirming  and  ratifying  the  proclama- 
tion. We. have  acted  in  this  spirit  heretofore,  and 
have  thus  postjioned  to  a  more  convenient  season 
any  di.scussion  of  the  ri'spective  limits  of  the  ex- 
ecutive and  legislative  functions;  limits  which  are 
of  no  consequence  when  both  agree  in  the  thing 
to  be  done,  and  unite  in  doing  it.  For  this  reason 
1  shall  not  be  particular  to  inquire  in  which  branch 
of  the  Government  the  war  powers  reside.  It  is 
clear  (iKiugh  to  me  that  whatsoever  the  President 
may  do  in  the  exercise  of  his  own  discretion  as 
(Jumnunidei'-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  In- 
not  only  naiy  but  is  bound  to  do  when  required 
by  tin;  legislative  body. 

A.s  10  the  power  of  the  President  to  attach  such 
conditions  aH  he  nniy  think  proper  to  the  pardon 
of  ofl'enders,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add  anything  to 
what  he  has  said  in  his  message.  In  the  procla- 
mation hi:  rrciiuH  thi;  fad  that  the  confiscation  act 
ex|)reasly  invests  him  with  the  authority  to  an- 
nex such  conditions  as  he  miiy  dei-m  expedient 
for  ihc  public   wi'lfure  to  paidon  and  aumesly. 


Blackstone  says  that  this  faculty  existed  at  com- 
mon law  (independent  of  any  statute)  in  the  Eng- 
lish executive,  (volume  four,  page  401,)  and  he 
states  that  the  prerogative  is  didly  exercised  in 
the  pai'don  of  felons  on  conilition  of  their  trans- 
portation for  life  or  a  term  of  years.  Indeed  the 
colony  of  Virginia  derived  a  large  portion  of  its 
early  settlers  from  the  acceptance  of  mercy  by 
felons,  male  and  female,  on  condition  of  their  being 
shipped  to  its  shores.  Upon  their  arrival  they 
weie  sold  to  the  planters  to  defray  the  expense  of 
carrying  them  across  the  ocean.  Many  of  them, 
as  has  been  the  case  in  all  penal  colonies,  bleached 
out,  so  to  speak,  into  tolerably  honest  and  re- 
spectable people,  acquired  pri>perty,  and  became 
themselves  the  purchasers  of  iVesh  importaiunis 
of  convicts.  Tiie  Lives  of  Colonel  Jack  and  of 
Moll  Flanders,  by  the  same  hand  that  penned  the 
immortal  story  of  Robinson  Crusoe,  depict  with 
grajihic  fidelity  the  adventures  of  two  such  found- 
ers of  the  first  families.  They  are  fictions,  so  far 
as  names  are  concerned,  but  they  owed  their  pop- 
ularity to  the  accuracy  and  naturalness  with  which 
they  painted  histories,  which  were  substantially 
true,  and  un'iversally  known  to  be  true,  of  hun- 
dreds of  ad  venturers.  It  will  hardly  do  at  this 
day  for  Virginia  (not  West  Virginia)  to  object 
to  the  revival  of  a  system  of  conditional  pardons 
to  which  she  owes  her  very  existence,  and  per- 
haps some  of  those  qualities  which  her  modern 
sons  have  delighted  to  characterize  as  chivalrous. 
What  relation  has  the  Constitution  to  the  rights 
or  duties  of  the  Federal  Government  in  a  war,  or 
at  the  successful  termination  of  a  war  waged  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  back  into  sulijection  to 
the  Constitution  States  which  have  temporarily 
broken  away  from  its  bonds  with  the  solenui  dec- 
laration that  they  have  renounced  it  forever,  and 
with  the  claim  on  their  part  that  they  are  not 
only  in  fact  but  in  law  and  in  right  aliens  and 
strangers,  and  holding  us  no  otherwise  than  as 
they  hold  the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war, 
in  peace,  friends .^  The  Constitution,  in  terms, 
has  confessedly  nothing  to  say  on  that  subject. 
It  contemplates  no  such  state  of  facts.  It  would 
be  strange  if  it  did.  That  would  bea  renuukable 
frame  of  government,  or,  if  anybody  prefers  the 
word,  a  remarkable  compact,  which  should  un- 
dertake to  provide  for  dealing  with  people  as  to 
whom,  in  the  case  supposed,  it  would  have  no 
effect,  and  for  a  condition  of  affairs  which,  so  long 
and  so  far  as  it  had  any  force,  could  never  arise. 
In  what  language  can  we  imagine  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  to  discuss  such  a  problem.'  The 
population  of  South  Carolina,  a  population  which 
has  never  been  hearty  in  the  support  of  the  Revolu- 
tion or  the  Confederacy  or  the  present  Govern- 
ment, was  likely,  if  anybody„to  foresee  a  time 
when  they  would  beanxious  to  know  how  the  Con- 
stitution they  were  framing  would  bear  upon  them 
when  they  had  thrown  it  off.  Suppose  their  dele- 
gates in  the  Convention  to  have  started  the  question. 
They  must  have  stated  it  in  something  like  this 
way:  "  Suppose  we  shall  fail  to  agree  to  thatcxtent 
that  we  of  South  Carolina  wholly  abandon  the 
agreement  and  refuse  to  let  it  have  any  further  op- 
eration upon  us.  What  then.'  How  is  it  to  oper- 
ate upon  you  in  respect  to  any  measures  you  may 
feel  like  taking  against  us.'  We  don't  sec  that 
the  paper  tells,  but  we  do  sec  that  it  clothes  the 
new  Government  with  the  power  to  declare  war, 
and  with  the  means  of  maljing  it  effectual  by  an 
army  and  navy,  and  there  is  no  exception  of  a 
State  or  States  to  prevent  war  upon  us;  nor  is  there 
any  bmitation  upon  the  manner  of  conducting 
war,  nor  in  relation  to  the  fruits  the  victor  may 
obtain  by  conquest.  Howaboutthis.'"  Wo  may 
well  conceive  the  answer  to  have  been,  "  When 
you  rescind  the  bargain  on  your  side,  we,  of 
course,  cease  to  be  bound  by  any  part  of  it  on 
our  side  if  we  so  elect.  So  if  any  precise  ar- 
rangement for  war  with  you  would  be  fruitless, 
we  decline  to  make  any  arrangennmt  or  any  ex- 
planations about  the  remedies  or  the  consequences 
of  a  situation  into  which  you  have  no  right  to  put 
yourselves — a  situation  which  it  is  the  very  ob- 
ject of  the  compact  to  prevent  your  ever  occupy- 
ing. Besides,  what  would  be  the  use  .'  If  the 
thing  comes  to  war — that  of  itself  puts  an  end  to 
all  compacts.  We  doubtless  should  carry  it  on 
according  to  our  strength  and  according  to  our 
interests  in  precisely  the  way  that  would  be  most 
injuriouM  to  you.  That,  as  simi)lc-mindcd  men 
understand  it,  is  the  object  and  theory  of  war. 


It  is  a  matter  of  sheer  force,  and  not  at  all  a  mat- 
ter of  contract.  It  reverses  the  golden  rule,  and 
aims  to  do  not  what  we  would  like  done  unto 
us,  but  what  we  would  not  at  all  like  done  unto 
us.  -  At  all  events,  there  stands  the  compact  look- 
ing to  the  possibility  of  war  and  containing  no 
restrictions  as  to  ivilli  whom,  or  by  what  means, 
or  with  what  consequences.  You  must  look  for 
them,  if  you  will  make  occasion  to,  outside  of  the 
Constitution." 

Now  we  have  not  the  means  of  knowing  that 
any  colloquy  like  this  ever  took  place;  but  we 
do  know  that  the  Constitution  took  the  shape  lo 
which  such  views  of  the  question  unavoidably 
conduct  us.  We  do  know  that  two  propo.sitions 
were  submitted  and  rejected  by  the  Convenljon 
which  were  intended  to  clear  up  such  an  obscur- 
ity as  was  started  in  the  imaginary  colloquy. 
Luther  Martin,  the  eminent  delegate  tVom  Mary- 
land, desired,  for  one  thing,  that  we  should  not 
have  the  capacity  to  treat  rebels  both  as  enemies 
to  bedealt  with  by  arms  and  as  traitors  to  be 
[)unished  by  fines  and  penalties.  He  proposed 
this  provision,  namely,  that — 

"No  aotnr  acts  done  l>y  oiieoiiiinreof  tlieState.sa<;ainst 
tlic  United  States,  or  by  any  citizen  of  any  one  ot'the  Uni- 
leil  Stales  under  tlie  autliority  of  one  or  more  of  tlie  .said 
States,  shall  be  deemed  treason  or  punished  as  such  ;  but 
ill  ease  of  war  being  levied  tiy  one.  or  more  of  the  States 
a<;ainst  the  United  States,  llie  conduct  of  each  party  toward 
the  other  and  tlieir  adherents  respectively  shall  be  reyula- 
led  by  llie  laws  of  war  and  of  nations." 

This  was  rejected,  and  the  rejection  shows  that 
with  the  proposition  before  them  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  deliberately  refused  to  trammel 
the  Government  in  a  war  with  rebellious  States  by 
any  constitutional  restrictions. 

It  is  because  the  Constitution  took  this  form  of 
significant  silence  that  James  Buchanan  could 
find  in  it  no  "  power  to  coerce  a  State  into  sub- 
mission which  is  attempting  to  withdraw  or  has 
actually  withdrawn  from  the  Confederacy."  "Af- 
ter much  serious  reflection,"  he  says  in  his  mes- 
sage of  December,  1860,  "  I  have  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  no  such  power  has  been  delegated 
to  Congress,  or  to  any  other  department  of  the 
Federal  Government."  He  argues  that  it  was 
expressly  refused,  and  states  that  on  the  31st  of 
May,  1787,  the  clause  "  authorizing  an  exertion 
of  the  force  of  the  whole  against  a  delinquent  State 
came  up  for  consideration  in  the  Convention." 
He  quotes  from  a  speech  of  Mr.  Madison,  who 
said:  "  The  use  of  force  against  a  State  would 
look  more  like  a  declaration  of  war  than  an  in- 
fliction of  punishment,  and  would  probably  be 
considered  by  the  party  attacked  as  a  dissolution 
of  all  previous  compacts  by  which  it  might  be 
bound."  Upon  his  motion  the  consideration  of 
the  clause  was  unanimously  postponed,  and  ap- 
pears to  have  never  been  resumed. 

Now,  the  language  of  Mr.  Madison  is  just  that 
of  a  man  who  saw  no  propiiety  in  specific  pro- 
visions for  the  employment  of  force,  because  force 
of  itself  abrogates  all  other  laws  than  those  which 
nations  impose  upon  themselves  in  the  conduct  of 
war.  But  I  refer  to  this  passage  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  that  either  Mr.  Buchanan  was  right  in 
inferring  that  force  could  not  beempjoyed  to  hold 
rebels  to  their  allegiance  and  reduce  them  to  sub- 
jection, or,  if  he  was  wrong,. then  the  power  to 
ein|iloy  force  finds  no  limitation  or  regulation 
whatever  in  the  fundamental  law.  There  is  no 
|iossible  middle  ground.  The  way  of  James  Bu- 
chanan is  one  way,  and  it  has  been  rejected  with 
scorn,  not  merely  by  all  loyal  men,  but  by  nearly 
all  who  make  any  alVeeialion  of  loyalty.  'I'he 
way  of  Abraham  the  Honest  is  the  only  other 
way,  and  the  Constitution  has  erected  no  barrier 
across  it. 

There  are  those  who  instead  of  squarely  com- 
bating the  argument  of  Mr.  Buchanan  have  to 
turn  his  position  by  a  shadowy  distinction  be- 
tween making  war  on  a  Stale,  which  they  rather 
concede  the  Constitution  does  not  permit,  and 
making  waronall  the  individuals  who  constitute 
the  State.  I  cannot  appreciate  the  distinction. 
We  are  to  deal  with  unbending  facts  as  they  are 
and  notat  all  with  things  as  they  are  not  but  ought 
to  be,  and  would  be  if  the  written  obligationa 
which  should  control  the  subject  were  fulfilled. 
We  are  waging  war,  not  with  chance  assemblages 
of  miscellaneous  individuids  of  riotous  insurrec- 
tionary propensities,  but  with  sovereign  Stales 
complete  in  all  the  panoply  of  peaceful  adniinis- 
tialion  and  of  belligerent  struggle;  Slates  with  all 
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their  deptirtmcnts,  executive,  legislnti  ve,  uud  ju- 
dicial, fully  organized  and  uclive,  with  practically 
their  entire  populati(^  submitting  to  and  uphold- 
ing— whether  by  free  will  or  by  cotnp'itlsiou  is 
unimportant  as  to  the  main  fact — the  actual  gov- 
ernment of  such  States.  But  it  is  needless  to  talk 
of  this.  It  has  been  settled  by  the  solemn  adjudi- 
cation of  the  Supreme  Courtof  the  United  States; 
a  tribunal  that  our  conservative  friends  have  so 
often  reprimanded  iis  for  not  following  with  the 
implicit  devotion  that  they  think  is  its  due.  In 
the  case  of  the  Hiawatha  and  other  prize  vessels 
(reported  in  2  Black)  this  tribunal  announces  its 
deliberate  judgment  thus: 

"  111  organizing  lliis  rrl)cllion,  tliey  hnve  acted  as  States, 
clainiinglo  be  sovereign  overall  personsanil  proijerty  vviili- 
in  llieir  respective  limits,  and  afs<'itilig  a  rifjlit  lo  alisolve 
llicir  citizens I'rom  their  allegiance  to  llie  Federal  Govern- 
ineiit.  Several  oftliese  States  have  eonibined  to  rorni  anew 
confederacy,  claiming  to  be  acknowledged  by  the  world  as 
a  sovereign  State.  Their  right  to  do  so  is  now  being  de- 
cided by  wager  of  battle.  Tlie  pons  and  territories  of  each 
of  tiiesc  States  are  held  in  hostility  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Jt  is  no  loose  or  unorganized  rebellion,  iiaviiig  no 
defined  boundary  or  possession.  It  has  a  boundary  marked 
by  lines  ofliayoiictp,  and  which  can  only  be  crossed  by  force. 
South  of  tliis  lineiseiiemy's  territory,  because  itisclainied 
and  held  in  posses.sion  by  an  organized,  hostile,  and  belli- 
gerent power.  All  persons  residing  within  this  territory, 
whose  property  may  be  used  to  increase  the  revenue  of  the 
hostile  power,  are  in  this  contest  liable  to  be  treated  as  ene- 
mies, iliougli  not  foreigners.  Tiiey  have  cast  off  tlieir  alle- 
giance and  made  war  on  their  Government,  and  are  none 
llie  less  enemies  because  they  are  traitors." 

The  court,  in  the  same  case,  in  the  most  dis- 
tinct and  emphatic  terms,  declare  the  proposition 
that  "  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  are  still  operative  over  persons  in  all  the 
States,  foi-  punishment  as  well  as  protection,"  to 
rest  on  assumptions  which  are  "  witiiout  foun- 
dation ill  the  established  law  of  nations."  The 
opinion  was  pronounced  not  by  any  fanatical 
Republican,  but  by  Judge  Grier,  a  Deinocrat  ap- 
pointed by  JaiTies  K.  Polk.  The  opinion  was 
concurred  in  by  all  the  judges,  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  the  quality  of  the  contest  and  the  I'ights  and 
powers  it  confers  on  the  belligerents.  The  only 
dilTerence  of  opinion  was  as  to  the  date  when  this 
Government  became  invested  with  the  unlimited 
plenitude  of  war  power;  the  majority  holding  that 
the  existence  of  the  wai;,  as  a  mevfi.fact,  on  and 
prior  to  the  27th  April,  1861,  conferred  it,  inde- 
pendent of  any  declaration  by  the  President  or 
by  Congress;  the  minority  thinking  that  it  was 
only  when  Congress  ratified  the  blockade  that  the 
power  of  capture  came  into  existence. 

Perhaps  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  notice, 
if  Judge  Grier  had  not  quoted  and  emphasized, 
the  recognition  by  the  British  Government  of  hos- 
tilities as  "existing  between  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  and  certain  States  atyVm^  them- 
selves the  confederate  States  of  America."  Tlie 
court  doubtless  thought  that  on  a  question  of  this 
kind,  depending  not  on  the  interpretation  of  mu- 
nicipal law  but  on  the  facts,  as  viewed  in  the  light 
of  that  broad  common  sense  which  constitutes 
the  law  of  nations,  the  judgment  of  England  and 
the  other  foreign  Governments  who  concurred  in 
similar  declarations  is  entitled  to  considerable 
weight.  1  take  it  then  as  irreversibly'settled  that 
the  conflict  now  raging  is  a  war,  not  an  insurrec- 
tion; a  war  not  against  individual  traitors,  but 
against  States;  a  war,  therefore,  imposing  all  the 
duties  and  conferring  all  the  rights  that  would 
attend  one  waged  against  Mexico  or  Canada,  sub- 
ject to  no  restrictions  that  would  not  accompany 
such  a  war. 

Now,  sir,  everybody  knows  that 'there  are  no 
limitations  on  the  jiower  of  a  belligerent  in  the 
|)rosecution  of  war,  or  to  his  exercise  of  absolute, 
uncontrolled  dominion  over  the  territory,  polit- 
ical |>iivileges,  and  local  institutions  of  the  van- 
quished, except  those  which  he  may  prescribe  to 
himself  from  motives  of  interest  or  humanity. 
Thhs  was  so  conclusively  established  and  the 
question  so  thoroughly  discussed,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  our  rights  during  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  in  the  debates  on  the  confiscation  act,  that  I 
Khali  say  no  more  on  that  branch.  The  judg- 
in«;nt  of  Congress  and  tlit^  Executive  has  passed 
upon  It;  and  after  tlie  lapse  of  a  year  that  judg- 
iiient  was  more  than  affirmed  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  So  that  all  the  di'fmrtments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment are  now  irretrievably  committed  to  the 
doctrine  of  plenary  belligerent  rights  against  the 
rebels  not  as  insurrectionists  merely,  but  as  hos- 
tih'  States. 

Tlie  qucMtion,  a:i  it  arises  under  the  recent  proc- 


lamation, is  mainly  confined  to  slave  properly; 
for  as  lo  properly  of  every  other  descrijition,  and 
as  to  all  other  penalties  denounced  by  the  confis- 
cation act,  the  President  proposes  to  revoke  it  as 
to  all  who  shall  accept  the  amnesty.  Upon  this 
I  shall  content  myself  with  citing,  first,  the  au- 
thority of  John  Q,uincy  Adams,  the  most  accom- 
plished in  the  whole. line  of  our  statesmen,  by  all 
odds  the  most  conversant  with  public  law,  fur  he 
was  engaged  in  its  study  and  administration  from 
the  time  when,  a  stripling  boy,  he  accompanied 
his  father,  as  the  first  minister  to  Great  Britain,  till 
he  saw,  content,  the  last  of  earth  on  the  floor  of 
this  House.  Seventy  years,  the  full  allotted  time 
of  man,  he  spent  in  constant  ministration  to  the 
law  of  nations;  and  this  is  the  ripe  result  of  iiis 
study.     On  the  25th  of  May,  1836,  he  said: 

"  From  the  in.stant  your  slavclioliding  States  become  the 
tUcutcr  of  war,  civil,  servile,  or  foreign,  from  that  instant 
the  war  powers  of  Congress  extend  to  interference  with 
the  institution  of  slavery  in  every  way  in  wliich  it  can  be 
interfered  with — from  a  claim  of  indemnity  for  slaves  taken 
or  destroyed,  to  the  cession  of  the  State  burdened  with 
slavery  to  a  foreign  Power." 

He  reiterated  this  doctrine  on  this  floor  on  the 
7th  of  June,  1841,  and  again  in  April,  1842,  saying: 
"I  lay  this  down  as  the  law  of  nations  :  I  say  that  mil- 
itary authority  takes  for  the  time  tlie  place  of  all  municipal 
instilutions,and  slavery  among  the  rest;  and  that  under  that 
state  oftliings,  so  far  from  its  being  true  tliatthe  States  where 
slavery  exists  have  the  exclusive  management  of  the  sub- 
ject, not  only  the  President  of  tlie  United  Slates  but  the 
commander  of  the  Army  has  power  to  order  the  universal 
emancipation  of  the  slaves." 

Accepting  this,  as  I  reverently  do,  as  a  sound 
exposition  of  our  belligerentikrights  by  the  high- 
est American  authority,  it  puts  an  end  to  all  ques- 
tion as  to  the  power  to  emancipate  slaves,  as  the 
President  did  by  his  proclamations  of  September 
22,  1862,  and  January  1, 1863.  In  my  judgment 
it  is  superfluous  and  impertinent  to  seek  to 
strengthen  the  authority  of  John  Gluincy  Adams 
by  that  of  any  other  writer.  But  lest  any  should 
imagine  that  he  was  influenced  by  his  detestation 
of  slavery,  it  is  right  to  mention  that  the  same 
doctrine  lias  been  declared  by  men  of  eminently 
conservative  views,  among  them  Professor  Par- 
sons, of  the  Dana  Law  School.  If  any  one  is 
curious  to  see  what  he  has  to  say  on  the  subject  1 
refer  him  to  the  quotation  in  Upton's  Law  of 
Prize,  page  87  of  the  edition  of  1862. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  power  exists  only  where 
it  can  be  and  is  effectually  exercised,  that  is,  only 
at  the  tirne  and  in  the  place  where  our  military 
force  win  actually  execute  it,  I  reply,  in  the  first 
place,  that  tlie  admission  of  the  existence  of  the 
power  under  these  circumstances  necessarily  im- 
plies and  includes  the  right  to  promise  emancipa- 
tion as  an  auxiliary  means  of  obtaining  possession 
of  the  hostile  territory,  and  such  a  promise  im- 
poses the  obligation  to  perform  it.  It  would  heap 
infamy  upon  the  nation  if  we  should  hesitate  to 
redeem  its  plighted  faith.  In  the  second  place, 
independent  altogether  of  any  such  pledge  as  that 
by  which  the  President  has  bound  the  nation,  it 
would  be  entirely  competent  to  us  to  enact  eman- 
cipation as  a  measure  of  civil  adiTiinisti-ation  in  a 
subjugated  Slate.  Wiiatsoever  [lower  the  most 
despotic  Governmenthas  within  its  acknowledged 
domain,  that  the  law  of  nations  concedes  to  any 
Government  in  administering  the  affairs  of  a  State 
brought  under  its  power  by  force  of  arms.  So  far 
from  the  Constitution  having  any  application  to 
such  a  case,  it  is  an  old  and  received  opinion  that 
the  Constitution  does  not  limit  the  fiower  ofCon- 
gress  over  a  territory  not  originally  a  part  of  the 
United  States  but  acquired  by  purchase.  This 
was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Webster,  and  it  was  on 
this  ground  that  Congress  established  in  Louisi- 
ana, immediately  after  its  acquisition,  courts  pro- 
ceeding according  to  the  course  of  the  civil  law, 
without  jury,  though  the  seventh  article  of  Amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  provides  that  in  suits 
involving  more  than  twenty  dollars  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved,  and  they  shall 
not  be  reiixamined  otherwise  than  according  to 
the  course  of  the  common  law.  The  civil  law  was 
an  abomination  to  our  ancestors,  and  they  in- 
tended by  this  provision  to  exclude  its  establish- 
ment by  the  Federal  Government,  but  by  its  con.- 
sent  and  aid  thus  given  it  was  perpetuated  in 
Louisiana.  In  that  [lart  of  the  Slate  of  New  York 
which  was  formerly  under  the  Government  of 
Holland  the  question  has  been  repeatedly  before 
the  courts  whether  tlie  rights  of  the  owners  of  the 
bunks  of  alrcttuifj  arc  governed  by  the  Dutch  law, 


wjiich  gives  the  bed  of  the  stream  to  the  pub- 
lic, or  by  the  English  law,  wliich  gives  it  to  the 
pro]irietor  of  the  bank.  In  such  a  case  Chancel- 
lor Walworth,  in  the  court  of  errors,  declared  the 
law  of  nations  to  be  this:  when  a  country  is  ac- 
quired by  conquest,  or  even  by  cession,  no  formal 
act  of  legislation  is  necessary  to  change  the  law, 
but  the  mere  will  of  the  conqueror  is  to  determine 
whether  the  ancient  laws  shall  reniain  or  shall  be 
changed  either  wholly  or  in  part.  He  cites  va- 
rious examples  of  this.  Among  the  more  modern 
is  the  case  of  British  India,  upon  the  conquest  of 
which  the  English  law  was  adopted  only  as  to 
Europeans  and  their  descendants,  leaving  the 
rights  of  the  native  inhabitants  to  be  determined 
by  their  personal  laws  as  they  formerly  existed, 
except  that  in  controversies  between  Hindoos  and 
Mussulmans  the  law  of  the  defendant  is  to  be  the 
rule  of  decision  instead  of  the  Mussulman  law  as 
theretofore.  So  that  in  India  there  arc  now  three 
systems  of  law,  all  of  which  he  says  frequently 
come  before  the  same  court  for  decision.  In  Gib- 
raltar there  has  been  no  act  of  the  Government 
abolishing  the  Spanish  law  and  substituting  that 
of  England,  except  the  king's  declaration  of  his 
will  tiiat  the  laws  of  England  should  be  the  meas- 
ure of  justice  to  be  administered  between  parties 
as  near  as  might  be.  Upon  this  principle  the 
widow  of  a  native  inhabitant  of  Gibraltar  de- 
scended from  Spanish  parents  was  decided  to  be 
entitled  to  dower,  although  she  would  not  have 
been  entitled  to  it  if  the  Spanish  law  had  prevailed. 
I  beg  your  attention  to  this  as  being  a  case  affect- 
ing private  rights  of  [jroperty  and  succession,  be- 
cause it  is  frequently  sought  to  take  slavery  out 
of  the  subjection  to  the  will,  of  the  conqueror  on 
the  ground  that  though  conquest  transfers  the 
allegiance  of  the  vanquished,  it  docs  not  affect  the 
private  rights  and  relations  to  each  other. 

As  a  further  evidence  of  the  power  of  a  sov- 
ereign to  change  the  whole  laws  of  a  conquered 
or  ceded  country.  Chancellor  Walworth  refers  (17 
Wendell's  Reports,  588)  toita.sa  well-known  fact 
that  upon  taking  possession  of  Louisiana  by  the 
Spaniards  in  1769,  under  the  treaty  of  cession  of 
that  colony  made  by  Prance  a  few  years  previ- 
ous. Count  O'Reilly,  the  new  Governor,  did,  by 
a  simple  proclamaiion,  abolish  not  only  the  form 
of  government  of  the  colony,  but  the  whole  code 
of  the  French  law,  the  customs  of  Paris,  and  the 
ordinances  of  that  kingdom  which  had  thereto- 
fore existed,  and  substituted  the  Spanish  law  in 
their  stead.  "  Immediately  after  which  time, "he 
adds,  "  the  ancient  French  laws  ceased  to  exist; 
in  the  ceded  province,  and  the  laws  of  Spain  be- 
came the  legal  rules  both  as  to  persons  and  prop- 
erty; and  they  so  continued  until  after  the  ces- 
sion of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States  in  1803, 
and  are  still  the  laws  of  the  States  originally  em- 
braced v/ithin  the  limits  of  that  colony,  except  so 
far  as  they  have  been  changed  by  subseqiient 
legislation." 

If  we  concede  that  under  the  law  of  nations  the 
conqueror,  after  the  conclusion,  is  bound  not  to 
despoil  the  vanquished  population  of  their  private 
pro))erty  without  compensation,  there  still  is  no 
difliculty  in  upholding  the  recent  proclamation. 
The  property  in  slaves  was  gone  by  virtue  of  the 
confiscation  act  as  to  those  who,  by  personal  trea- 
son, or  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebellion, 
had  become  subject  to  its  penalties.  The  procla- 
mation of  January  1,  1863,  worked  the  same  re- 
sult as  to  the  slaves  of  all  other  persons  in  enu- 
merated States.  And  if  there  was  any  doubt  left 
it  is  the  principal  merit  of  the  late  proclamation 
that  it  removes  that  doubt;  for  who  can  question 
that  pardon,  the  restoration  of  political  riglitsand 
of  all  other  forfeited  property,  is  an  abundant  com- 
pensation for  the  privation  of  the  claim  to  prop- 
erty in  human  beings.?  If  there  be  any  hardship 
in  the  operation  of  the  proclamation  upon  slave- 
holders who  have  been  loyal  in  sentiment  and  in 
action  so  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  they  have  to 
attribute  it  to  those  whose  rebellion  brought  on  the 
war,  not  to  the  Government,  wliicli,  while  right- 
eously defendingits  existence,  was  com|)elled  by 
military  necessity  to  involve  tliem  in  this, as  in  so 
many  hardships,  which  do  not  and  cannot  be  in- 
flicted with  any  discrimination  of  the  loyal  men  in 
the  disloyal  Stales.  Tl"-'y  f"!»y  havejust  claims  for 
remuneration  upon  their  States.  Believing  as  I  do 
without  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  aggregate 
wealth  of  any  Stale  is  instantly  enhanceii  by  the 
abolition  of  slavery  ^  1  regard  it  aa  incunibont  on 
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ihe  comnuuiily  wliicli  receives  tlielienefit  to  con>- 
pensiUe  those,  if  atiy,  at  wliose  expanse  it  has 
Deei)  attained,  and  who,  as  guiltless  of  complicitj' 
witii  tl'.e  rebellion,  may  be  in  a  position  to  demand 
it.  The  scheme  of  the  proclamation  is  to  give 
into  the  handsof  such  men  the  reorganized  State 
governments,  and  thus  to  enable  them  to  do  jus- 
tice to  themselves.  AVhat  more  can  be  asked  in 
their  behalf? 

Vaitel,  who  is  regarded  as  among  the  most  hu- 
mane and  amiable  of  the  great  writers  on  the  law 
of  nations,  makes  a  just  distinction  between  the 
mode  of  treating  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  sub- 
dueil  in  a  war  that  was  not  of  their  seeking,  but 
forced  upon  them  by  their  sovereign,  and  that  may 
properly  be  applied  where  the  people  are  tliem- 
eelves  responsible  for  the  war,  which  is  the  case 
of  the  rebels.  "  In  this  case,"  he  says,  "  the  con- 
queror may  with  justice  lay  burdens  on  the  con- 
quered, both  as  a  compensation  for  the  expenses 
of  the  war  aiul  as  a  penalty.  He  may ,  according 
to  thedegreeofindocility,  govern  them  with  firm- 
ness and  vigor,  for  dispiriting  and  weakening 
them,  and  if  necessary  keep  them  some  time  in  a  stale 
ofslavei'y." 

After  stating  that  this  should  endure  no  longer 
than  the  defense  and  safety  of  the  victor  require 
it,  Vattel  refers  to  the  obligation  in  conscience  to 
restore  the  booty  recovered  from  an  enemy  to  a 
third  party  who  had  been  deprived  of  it  in  an  un- 
just war.     He  declares — 

"Theoblicnlinii  is  more  certain  and  more  extensive  with 
regard  to  a  people  wlioni  our  enemy  liad  unjustly  oppressed. 
For  a  |)eo|ilo  thus  spoiled  of  its  lit)erty  never  departs  from 
the  liopc  of  recoveriiiE!  it,  if  not  voluntarily  incorporated 
with  tlie  conquering  State.  If  it  lias  not  freely  assisted 
against  us  in  the  war,  the  use  we  arc  to  make  of  our  vic- 
tory is  not  that  it  sliall  only  come  under  anew  master,  but 
its  chains  shall  be  broken.  To  deliver  an  oppressed  people 
is  a  noble  fruit  of  victory,  and  tlius  to  acquire  a  laitliful 
friend  is  a  great  gain." 

Can  any  language  more  faithfully  describe  the 
condition  of  the  blacks,  or  our  interests,  our  rights, 
and  our  duties  in  regard  to  them  .' 

It  is  in  the  light  of  these  plain  principles, which 
recognizG  facts  as  they  exist  in  their  outrageotis 
verity,  and  do  not  insist  that  a  thing  is  invisible 
because  it  ought  not  to  be  seen,  that  the  dismem- 
berment of  Virginia  and  the  erection  of  the  new 
State  of  West  Virginia  will  finally  be  justified  and 
maintained.  How  inuch  wiser  and  safer  is  it  to 
stand  on  obvious  truths  that  plain  people  can 
understand  than  to  pile  fiction  upon  fiction  and 
crown  the  baseless  fabric  with  two  Senators  af- 
fecting to  represent  that  part  of  the  Old  Dominion 
which  is  still  unsubdued,  and  giving  them  the 
same  power  to  resist  the  action  of  this  House 
which  is  wielded  by  the  great  and  loyal  State  of 
New  York. 

I  think  it  is  now  apparent  that  thisGovernnnent 
possesses  more  extensive  powers  in  respect  to 
the  revolted  States  than  all  that  are  asserted  in 
the  late  proclamation.  Whether  they  are  vested 
in  the  President  alone,  whether  he  is  not  required 
to  exercise  them  in  subordination  to  the  direction 
of  Congress,  are  other  questions.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  surrender  one  jot  of  the  legitimate  au- 
thority of  Congress,  but  while  conceding  away 
none  of  its  privileges,  I  will  accept  the  initiative 
of  the  President  so  far  as  lie  proposes  measures 
which  my  judgment  approves,  and  will  support 
it  by  statute.  I  nm  ready,  therefore,  now  to  say 
in  what  respect  I  thiijk  the  plan  of  the  proclama- 
tion may  be  improved. 

In  the  first  place  it  .<)eetns  to  me  an  error  to 
make  the  prescribed  oath  to  abide  by  and  support 
tl)e  proclaiTiaiions  of  emancipation  contingent  in 
any  way  upon  a  future  decision  of  the  Sufirerae 
Courtin  respect  to  their  validity.  The  effect  must 
be  to  tem[)t  if  not  invite  persons  to  take  the  oath 
and  thus  to  rcnlore  themselves  the  rights  of  citi- 
zens, wl)0  are  still  bitterly  opposed  to  the  policy 
of  emancipation,  and  who  rely  for  defeating  it 
upon  a  decision  which  they  will  assuredly  hioor 
to  oiiiniri.  There  was  not  the  least  necessity  for 
qualifying  the  oath  with  this  condition.  The  right 
to  exact  it  rests  simply  on  the  power  to  inflict  the 
extreme  penalties  of  treason,  or  military  execu- 
tion upon  those  who  decline  the  terms  of  amnesty. 
It  is  very  plain  that  a  man  may  by  his  own  con- 
sent waive  a  right  secured  to  him  by  the  Consti- 
tution or  laws.  So  far  as  I  know  there  is  no  such 
penally  as  banishment  prescribed  by  the  criminal 
code  of  any  of  the  States.  Hut  it  i.s  a  familiar 
practice  to  pardon  oflTunders  upon  condition  that 
they  banish  themnclves  from  the  Stale,  or  from 


the  United  States,  and  the  moment  the  condition 
is  broken,  the  original  sentetice  revives  and  is  car- 
ried into  execution.  If,  then,  the  President  en- 
tertained a  suspicion  that  by  possibiliiy  his  proc- 
lamations abolishing  slavery  might  be  void,  he 
might  have  seized  the  occasion  to  put  the  ques- 
tion at  rest  by  extorting  the  unquaiified  consent 
of  the  slaveholders  who  accept  the  amnesty.  It 
is  ill  their  power  to  emancipate  those  whom  they 
claim  as  slaves,  whether  it  was  in  the  President's 
power  or  not.  He  could  have  obtained  their  rat- 
ification, and  thus  foreclosed  all  possible  contro- 
versy. Doubtless  this,  as  a  part  of  the  pardoning 
power,  is  a  prerogative  which  we  cannot  control. 

For  similar  reasons  I  regret  the  intimation  that 
"a  tem[iorary  arrangement"  in  relation  to  the 
freed  people  will  not  be  objectionable  to  the  na- 
tional Executive.  This  is  liable  to  be  construed 
as  suggesting  some  such  system  of  apprenticeship 
as  that  by  which  the  British  Government  preceded 
complete  emancipation  iti  its  West  India  colonies. 
Their  experience  is  anything  but  favorable  to  such 
an  experiment.  It  proved  that  a  transitionary 
slate  was  worse  both  for  the  employer  and  the 
laborer  than  the  absolute  fi'eedom  of  the  latter. 
It  only  protracted  dissatisfaction,  restless  uneasi- 
ness, sloth,  want  of  enterprise,  and  poverty  on 
the  part  of  both.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
I  look  with  favor  on  the  plan  of  suddenly  reor- 
ganizing the  State  governments  under  the  control 
of  a  small  fraction  of  the  people.  If  the  one  tenth 
to  v/hom  the  powers  of  government  are  to  be  com- 
mitted are  really  loyal  men,  it  will  be  found  that 
they  have  grievous  wrongs  to  avenge  suffered  at 
the  handsof  theirdisloyal  neighbors.  All  history 
teaches  us  that  such  governrnents  are  inclined  to 
do  justice  with  small  mixture  of  mercy.  It  has 
passed  into  a  proverb  that  restorations  are  vin- 
dictive. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  which  I  apprehend  is  the 
more  probable  sujiposition,  a  majority  of  those 
who  qualify  themselves  as  electors  shall  be  of  the 
other  class,  dyed  deep  in  voluntary  treason,  and 
submitting  only  for  the  sake  of  immunity  from 
its  penalties,  then  I  ask  why  should  we  be  in 
haste  to  commit  the  State  governments  to  them.' 
Why  should  we  hurry  to  invite  such  Senators  as 
they  will  send  into  the  other  Chamber? 

Sir,  I  hold  it  best  for  all  parties  to  continue  the 
military  government  so  long  as  there  is  a  neces- 
sity for  military  occupation.  If  there  is  to  be  a 
government  v;hich  requires  the  support  of  garri- 
sons, let  it  be  our  own  Government, and  not  those 
of  a  so-called  State,  propped  on  the  bayonets  of 
soldiers  from  beyond  its  borders.  There  is  not  a 
doubt  of  our  authority  to  continue  it  after  the 
formal  restoration  of  peace.  This  question  has 
also  been  conclusively  settled  by  the  unanimous 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of 
Cross  vs.  Harrison,  (16  Howard's  R.,  page  164.) 
The  action  was  for  the  return  of  duties  on  goods 
imported  into  San  Francisco  after  the  treaty  of 
peace,  by  which  New  Mexico  became  a  Territory 
of  the  United  States.  The  duties  wore  collected 
under  a  tariff  prescribed  first  by  Commodore 
Shubrick,  and  afterwards  modified  by  Colonel 
Mason,  signing  himself  "Colonel  of  first  dragoons, 
and  Governor  of  California, "and  attesting  the  act 
by  the  additional  signature  of  "  H.  W.  Halleck, 
lieutenant  of  engineers,  and  secretary  of  State." 
These  gentlemen  had  organized  and  administered 
a  civil  government.  Of  this  the  Supreme  Court 
say: 

"The  government  of  which  Colonel  Mason  was  the  ex- 
ecutive had  its  origin  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  a  belliger- 
ent right  over  a  conquered  territory."  *  *  *  * 
"  It  was  the  government  when  the  territory  was  ceded  as 
a  conquest,  niidiit  did  not  cease  as  a  niatterof  course  or  as 
a  necessary  consequence  of  the  restoration  of  peace." 

After  citing  two  earlier  cases  in  confirmation  of 
the  doctrine,  the  court  say: 

"  Our  conclusion  Is  that  the  civil  government  of  Cali- 
fornia, organized  as  it  was  from  arightof  eonqircst,dld  not 
ciase  or  become  defunct  In  consequence  of  the  si^'nalure 
of  the  treaty  of  peace  or  from  its  ratification.  We  think  it 
wa.scontinu<'d  over  a  ceded  conquest  wiihoui  any  violation 
of  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
utilil  Conf-rcss  legislated  for  it  the  diuies  on  foreign  goods 
wi.'re  legally  demanded  lind  lawfully  received  by  Mr.  Har- 
rison, the  collector  of  the  port,"  (appointed  by  Governor 
Mason.) 

This,  sir,  establislies  our  right  under  the  Con- 
stitution to  continue  a  civil  government  instituted 
by  military  autiiority,  until  Congress,  in  its  dis- 
cretion, deems  it  wine  to  ordain  a  nesv  fraitie  of 
government.     We  may  then  construct  territorial 


governments,  giving  to  sucli  of  the  inhabitants 
as  may  be  safely  trusted  v;ith  the  elective  fran- 
chise the  power  of  domcstW  legislation,  subject 
to  the  veto  of  Congress,  and  the  right  to  be  heard 
on  this  floor  by  Delegates.  This  is  more  than 
would  be  granted  by  any  other  nation  in  the  world. 
It  is  more  than  Great  Britain  allows  to  her  colo- 
nies that  have  never  rebelled.  When,  in  addition 
to  this,  we  are  asked  to  restore  revolted  Slates 
and  their  inhabitants  to  that  power  of  governing 
us  which,  after  exorcising  for  sixty  years,  they 
threw  away — rejected  only  because  they  saw  that 
the  time  had  come  when  the  free  States  wei^  de- 
termined to  exercise  their  proper  share  in  the 
Government — I,  for  one,  demur.  I  would  retain 
at  least  a  negative  upon  their  legislation  for  their 
internal  concerns  until  time  has  soothed  the  ani- 
mosities of  the  struggle  and  they  can  be  trusted 
to  deal  righteously  and  kindly  with  each  other. 
And  before  I  ask  their  aid  in  governing  ine  and 
my  constituents,  in  our  national  relations,  I  shall 
take  time  to  be  assured  that  not  a  small  fraction 
but  the  great  majority  of  them  have  got  to  such 
a  frame  of  mind,  and  have  so  molded  their  pol- 
icy, that  there  shall  be  no  conflict  of  interests  or 
feeling  to  generate  fresh  controversy.  If  this  be 
regarded  as  a  punishment  it  is  the  most  trifling 
ever  inflicted  for  so  great  a  crime.  Think  of  it, 
and  see  how  wide  is  the  difference  between  a  victor, 
whose  sovereignty  is  absolute,  who  "  may  either 
admit  the  vanquished  to  the  rights  of  subjects  or 
banish  them,  as  enemies,  from  the  country,"  and 
allowing  the  vanquished  to  enjoy  the  capacity  of 
self-government,  and  the  stretch  of  generosity 
which  invites  him  to  govern  the  victor. 

I  have  been  candid  and  free  in  stating  my  ob- 
jections to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  President. 
I  have  the  less  hesitation  in  doing  so,  because  I 
honor  the  frankness  and  integrity  with  which  he 
states  his  difiicutties,  and  invites  the  proposal  of 
amendments.  No  man  in  the  course  of  time  has 
been  invested  with  such  tremendous  responsibili- 
'ties;  no  man  has  discharged  himself  of  his  great 
office  with  such  universal  confidence  in  the  honesty 
of  his  purposes  and  disinterested  devotion  to  the 
publicgood.  I  shall  give  him  my  cordial  support 
in  the  general  features  of  his  plan,  if  Congressshall 
disagree  with  me  as  to  the  objections  which  present 
themselves.  If  notthebesttnatcould  be  proposed, 
it  has  at  least  the  merit  of  being  exti-emely  gener- 
ous to  our  deluded  brethren,  amply  warranted  by 
the  law  of  nations,  and  tendering  terms  of  pacifica- 
tion which  secure  to  ourselvesmuch  less  than  we 
might  justly  require.  We  are  strong  enough  to 
abate  something  of  our  legitiinate  rights,  confi- 
dent enough  of  our  future  to  put  something  at 
risk,  and  while  I  cannot  counsel,  I  may  concur 
in  supporting  the  proclamation  as  it  is. 

Mr.  STILES  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  coinmittee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  pro  tem- 
pore having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Boutwell 
reported  th'at  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stateoftiie  Union  had  had  under  consideration  the 
Union  generally,  and  particularly  the  annual  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DAWES,  (at  ten 
minutes  after  three  o'clock,  p.  ni.,)  the  House 
adjourned  till  Monday. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  JV/o7-c/t  21,  1864. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr'.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  communi- 
cating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  8th  of  February,  information  in  relation 
to  orders  to  the  provost  marshals  in  the  States  of 
Kentucky,  Delaware,  Missouri,  and  Maryland, 
concerning  elections  in  those  States;  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Powell,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  lh« 
table,  and  be  printed. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMOIUALS. 
Mr.  GRIMES  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Iowa  in  favor  of  the  construction  of 
a  military  and  wagon  road  from  some  point  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Missouri  river  at  or  near  the 
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mouth  of  the  Niobnua  river,  in  Nebraska  Ter- 
ritory, to  Gallatin,  in  Idaho  Territory ;  which  was 
refrrrcd  to  the  Cominittee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  NESMITH  presented  the  petition  of  J. 
H.  Rogers  and  Others,  citizens  of  Oregon;  pray- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
Roseburg  to  Port Orford,  in  thatState;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HOWE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  the  city  of 
Fond-du-Lac,  in  the  county  of  Fond-du-Lac,  to 
Slockbridge,  in  the  county  of  Calumet;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  causing  all  the  un- 
surveyed  lands  in  that  State  to  be  surveyed  and 
brought  into  market  at  the  earliest  day  practica- 
ble; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  Wiscon- 
sin, praying  for  the  passage  of  ageneral  bankrupt 
law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  CLARK  presented  a  memorial  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  northern  railroad  of  New  Hampshire, 
remonstrating   against   the   extension  of  Good- 

r ear's  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized 
ndia^ubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Lowell  and  Law- 
rence Railroad  Company,  and  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  Salem  and  Lowell  Railroad  Com- 
pany, remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the 
patent  of  Charles  Goodyear  for  the  manufacture 
of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office! 

He  also  presented  six  petitions  of  citizens  of 
New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  praying  for  in- 
creased railroad  facilities  between  the  cities  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the 
.Militia. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  a  petition  whieh 
comes  from  Port  Hudson,  Louisiana.  It  is  signed 
by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  volunteer 
army  now  holding  positions  in  the  colored  mili- 
tary organizations  in  Louisiana.  They  respect- 
fully petition  Congress  to  exercise  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  its  constitutional  powers  for  the 
immediate  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  the  advancement  of  colored 
men  to  all  the  civil  and  political  rights  now  en- 
joyed by  white  men.  I  move  its  reference  to  the 
committee  on  slavery  and  freedmen. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMERO  Y  presented  the  petition  of  C.  C. 
Hutchinson,  United  States  Indian  agent,  praying 
for  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  a  Treasury  draft, 
which  was  lost  in  the  destruction  of  the  Lawrence 
Bank,  at  Lawrence,  Kansas,  by  Q-uantrill's  band 
in  August  last;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  three  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  New  York ,  praying  for  i  ncreased  railroad 
facilities  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 
PAPEItS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOOT,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tlint  Guorgo  Page  liuve  leave  to  withdraw  his 
jetitioii  and  otlier  papers  I'rom  the  files  of  llic  Senate. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  151)  making  appropriations  for  the  naval 
service  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 18G5,  reported 
it  with  amendments. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.No.  17G)  authorizing  the 
erection  of  buildings  for  the  branch  mint  at  San 
Francisco,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  (S.No.  175)  in  relation  to  deserters 
from  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affuiro  and  tlic  Militia,  to  whom  was  re- 


ferred the  bill  (S.No.  173)  to  organize  the  invalid 
corps  of  the  Army,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  33)  providing 
for  the  establishment  of  a  branch  mint  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  Portland,  Oregon,  have  instructed  me 
to  report  back  the  bill,  and  ask  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  same  committee  have  also 
instructed  me  to  report  in  lieu  of  thata  bill  (S.  No. 
185)  to  establish  assay  offices  at  Carson  City,  in 
the  Territory  of  Nevada,  and  at  Dalles  City,  in 
the  State  of  Oregon,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Tlie  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  HARDING  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained, leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.No. 
181)  in  reference  to  donation  claims  in  Oregon  and 
Washington;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  asked,  and  by  unan- 
imous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  182)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
a  grant  of  lands  to  the  State  of  Kansas  in  alter- 
nate sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain 
railroads  and  telegraphs  in  said  State;"  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLARK  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

183)  in  amendment  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  re- 
lating to  foreign  coins  and  the  coinage  of  cents  at 
the  IVIint  of  the  United  States,"  approved  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1857,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  CLAPcK  subsequently  said:  The  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
(S.  No.  183)  in  amendment  of  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  relating  to  foreign  coins  and  the  coinage  of 
cents  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,"  approved 
February  21,  1857,  have  instructed  me  to  report 
it  back  with  a  recommendation  that  it  pass.  I 
desire  to  have  it  ])rinted  as  early  as  possible,  as  I 
wish  to  call  it  up  in  the  morning  for  passage. 

Mr.  GRIMES  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.No. 

184)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  define 
the  powers  and  duties  of  the  levy  court  of  the 
county  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  in 
regard  to  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,  "approved 
March  3, 1863;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  in  pursuance  of  previ- 
ous notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  (S.No.  186)  for  the  relief  of  the  Peorias, 
Piankeshaws,  Kaskaskias,  and  Wea  Indians  of 
Kansas;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

POST  ROUTE  IN  KANSAS. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Cominittee  on  Post  Ofiices  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dc- 
cliiring  the  road  from  Leavenworth  city,  via  Grassliopper 
Falls  and  Houlton,  to  Fort  Riley,  a  post  route. 

BRIDGE  IN  KANSAS. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  iind  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediencyofmakinf?  an  appro- 
priation for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  Republican 
forkof  the  Kansas  riverwhere  the  military  road  crosses  the 
same  between  Fort  Riley  and  Junction  City. 

PORT  OF  ENTRY  IN  KANSAS. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediencyof  deelaringthe  city  of  Leav- 
enworth, in  the  State  of  Kansas,  a  port  of  entry. 

MAIL  ROUTE  IN  OREGON. 

Mr.  NESMITH  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; whicli  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Conmiiltec  on  Post  Ofiices  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  mail  louto  from  Roscburg,  via  Ten  Mile  Creek, 


Camas  Valley,  junction  of  middle  and  south  forks  of  Co- 
quillo,  Lenherris  Prairie,  and  Sixes  Mines,  to  Port  Orford, 
Oregon. 

PAY  AND  PENSION  OF  CUAPLAIN5. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, by  Mr.  McPiierson,  its  Clerk,  re- 
turning to  the  Senate,  agreeably  to  its  request, 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  302)  toamend  section  nme  of 
the  act  approved  July  17,  1862,  entitled  "An  act 
to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  officers 
of  the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  thereto. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  cause  the  error  in  the  en- 
grossment of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of 
the  House  (No.  302)  to  amend  section  nine  of  the  act  ap- 
proved July  17,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  define  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  certain  officers  of  the  Army,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  to  be  corrected,  and  that  he  return  the 
said  bill  and  amendments  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  its  concurrence  therein. 

MILITARY  INTERFERENCE  WITH  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  If  it  be  in  order,  I  move  to 
take  up  the  bill  (S.  No.  37)  to  prevent  officers  of 
the  Army  and  Navy,  and  other  persons  engaged 
in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  from  iriterfering  in  elections  in  the  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  the  special  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  now  move  that  it  be  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  atone 
o'clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ENLISTMENTS  IN  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  WILSON.  If  there  be  no  further  morn- 
ing business,  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  41. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  41)  to  promote  enlist- 
ments in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes;  the  pending  question  being  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Carlile  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire,  after  consulting  with 
some  Senators,  to  modify  the  amendment  that  I 
offered  to  the  bill,  byaddingafterthe  word  "wife," 
in  the  sixth  line,  the  words  "  meaning  thereby  the 
woman  regarded  and  treated  by  him  as  such," 
and  after  the  word  "  and,"  in  the  same  line,  to 
insert  the  word  "his;"  so  that  the  amendment 
Vifill  read: 

That  when  any  person  of  African  descent,  whose  service 
or  labor  is  claimed  in  an>~State  under  the  laws  thereof, 
shall  be  mustered  info  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  his  wife,  meaning  thereby  the  woman  re- 
garded and  treated  by  him  as  such,  and  his  children,  if  any 
he  liave,  shall  forever  thereafter  be  free,  any  law,  usage,  or 
custom  whatever  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
will  be  so  modified.  The  question  is  on  commit- 
ting the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  On  that  question  I  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  14,  nays  22;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Har- 
ding, Howe,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  and  Willey — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Antliony,  Brown,  Chandler, Clark,  Dix- 
on, Fcssenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,.  Harlan,  Howard, 
Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Mor- 
rill, Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sumner,  Wade,  VVilkinson,  and 
Wilson— 22. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  (during  the  call  of  the  roll) 
stated  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Sprague]  had  been 
called  home  by  serious  sickness  in  his  family. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
recurs  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia [Mr.  CoNNEss]  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  se- 
lect committee  on  slavery  and  freedmen. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
is  on  the  amendment  submitted  by  the  Senator 
from  Kansas  [Mr.  Pomeroy]  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Wilson.]  The  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment will  be  read. 

The  Secretary.  In  the  second  section  of  the 
amendment 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  second  section  of  my 
amendment  was  withdrawn.  The  only  amend- 
ment proposed  by  nio  now,  is  the  first  section  of 
my  printed  amendment  as  I  have  modified  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     If  the  second  section  of  thfe 
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Senator's  aitiemlmenl  is  withdrawn,  I  withdraw 
mv  niiiniulmeiit. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Kansas  has  a  riglit  to  move  to  amend  the  section 
bcCore  (he  c|aestioii  is  [lut  on  strilting  it  out. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  there  shall  be  no  effort  to 
pass  the  second  section,  of  course  I  do  not  desire 
to  amend  it. 

iVIr.  WILSON.  I  liave  withdrawn  the  second 
section. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Then  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

Tiie  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  trom  Massa- 
chusetts as  modified. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  nslc  for  the  reading  of  it. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

That  when  any  person  olAfrican  dpseetif,  whose  service 
or  labor  is  clainied  in  any  State  under  the  laws  thereof, 
sliall  he  mustered  into  tlie  niililary  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  iiiates,  liis  wife,  meaning  llierehy  llie  woman  re- 
garded and  treated  by  hiiuas  such,  and  his  cliildren,  if  any 
lie  liave,  sliall  forever  thereafter  be  free,  any  law,  usage, 
Q{  custom  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  is  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts to  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  original  bill  after 
the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  1  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  to  it: 

And  the  loyal  owner  or  owners  of  the  wife  orcliildren  of 
all  slaves  talien  into  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  shall  he  entitled  to  a  just  compensation  for  such 
wife  and  cliildren  of  said  slaves,  whiclimay  he  taken  from 
such  owner  or  owners,  to  be  ascertained  by  three  commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  by  the  judge  of  the  United  States 
district  court  for  the  district  in  which  the  wife  and  chil- 
dreu  of  any  slave  so  nuistered  into  the  military  service  may 
reside,  which  commissioners  shall  make  a  detailed  report 
to  said  judge,  who  shall  approve  or  remand  the  same  to 
the  said  commissioners,  and  when  the  report  shall  have  been 
aflirmed  by  said  judge,  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  wife 
and  children  aforesaid,  shall  he  paid  such  sums  as  said  re- 
port may  state  they  are  entitled  to,out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  President,  1  assumed  some  days  ago,  and 
1  think  established  by  the  most  overwhelming 
amount  of  authority,  that  property  existed  in 
slaves,  and  furthermore,  that  1  thought  no  sane 
man  could  controvert  that  position.  I  shall  consider 
both  these  propositions  to  be  established  by  the 
authorities  which  1  then  adduced,  and  shall  treat 
the  subjectas  though  the  proficrty  of  the  owners  of 
slaves,  as  well  in  tiie  husband  that  is  taken  into  tiie 
military  service  as  in  his  wife  and  children,  was 
conceded;  at  any  rate  that  it  is  established. 

The  most  extraordinary  positions  that  I  have 
ever  heard  asserted  and  endeavored  to  be  main- 
tained by  argument  ill  relation  to  prof)erty,  or  that 
1  ever  read  of,  have  been  made  in  this  Senate.  I 
believe  jiropositions  about  parallel  are  made  in  the 
present  and  were  made  in  the  late  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  Congress.  In 
addition  to  the  most  extravagant  and,  us  I  think, 
utterly  unsound  and  untenable  position,  that  pro]i- 
crty  cannot  exist  in  a  slave,  was  one  announced 
on  the  last  day  that  this  subject  was  up  in  this 
body,  that  the  General  Government  had  a  right  to 
take  private  jirofierty  without  making  any  com- 
pensation at  the  time,  or  irialdng  any  regulations 
to  secure  compensation  in  the  future. 

If  these  doctiitie.s  were  attempted  to  be  carried 
into  effect  against  the  constituency  of  the  metTi- 
bera  of  this  body  and  of  the  other  House  who 
have  assumed  them,  I  suppose  lliey  would  soon 
adopt  my  opiinons  of  them.  I  hidd,  sir,  that  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws  in  relation  to  private 
property,  and  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment over  private  property,  are  the  same  exactly 
without  regard  to  the  class  of  property.  The 
General  Government  has  no  higher  right  to  inter- 
fere with  properly  in  slaves  than  it  has  in  lands, 
or  horses,  or  any  other  subject  of  property. 
Here  ia  a  plainly  written  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stales,  and  almost  evi'ry 
State  in  the  Union  has  in  its  consliiulion  a  simi- 
lar provision: 

"  No  jierson  shall  he  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  properly, 
without  due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  private  properly  be 
taken  for  public  use,  without  just  eompensalion." 

Sir,  what  dors  this  bill  propose  to  do  ?  To  take 
'the  wife  and  the  children  of  every  (slave  man  who 
may  be  iiiualered  into  ihe  military  service  of  the 
United  Siate.s  iVoin  their  owners,  not  rmly  with- 
out ju.st  c(im|)eiisation  but  without  any  contpeti- 
Hation  lit  all.  Wan  thertM.ver  a  mor(!  unjust  and 
uncoii«titutional  proposition  math;  in  a  legislative 
body.'     1  csliinalu  i^hat  the  average  number  of 


slaves  to  the  soldier  that  would  be  taken  by  this 
provision  would  be  four — a  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren. The  average  price  of  the  wife  atid  three 
children  would  be  at  least  §500,  and  I  believe 
more.  I  have  entire  confidence  that  if  the  United 
States  Government  would  cease  its  war  upon  that 
property  it  would  soon  rise  largely  above  that 
sum.  It  is  now  proposed  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  as  a  legislative  measure,  under  a 
Constitution  guarantying  to  all  property-holders 
a  just  compensation  for  their  property  before  it 
shall  be  taken  for  public  use,  to  deprive  the  own- 
ers of  every  such  wife  and  children  of  them  of 
a  property  worth  ;!p2,000,  without  making  any 
compensation  for  that  property. 

A  Republican  Senator  some  days  since  said 
that  the  number  of  negro  recruits  which  would 
be  required  of  Kentucky  would  be  about  ten  thou- 
sand. Estimating  a  wife  and  three  children  as  the 
average  of  each  one,  at  §500  per  head,  and  there 
will  be  forty  thousand  which  you  pro])ose  to  take 
from  their  owners  without  one  cent  of  coinpen- 
sation.  Forty  thousand  slaves  would  be  worth 
§20,000,000.  How  soon  you  will  rob  us  of  the 
residue  of  our  slave  property,  in  this  or  some 
other  way,  no  person  can  predict.  Yankee  in- 
vention and  ingenuity  seem  to  have  lost  none  of 
their  fertility  in  the  matter  of  depriving  us  of  our 
slaves  against  Constitution  and  law. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  a  great  many  vicis- 
situdes in  this  life,  and  those  vicissitudes  are  as 
rapid  and  as  extreme  in  politics  and  in  the  rise 
and  fall  of  political  parties  as  in  any  other  of  the 
concerns  of  man.  Gentlemen  seem  to  be  exer- 
cising their  authority  as  though  they  not  only  had 
a  life-estate  in  their  present  places  and  |iower, 
but  as  though  they  had  an  estate  in  fee-simple,  in 
perpetuity,  in  it.  They  will  wake  up  one  of  these 
days  to  Ihe  conclusion  that  they  have  indulged  a 
most.fatal  delusion.  I  hope  that  that  day  is  not 
long  to  be  postponed.  Then  we  shall  see  the 
jjolitical  nostrums  which  the  party  in  power  have 
been  compounding  for  their  opponents  in  politics 
tendered  to  them,  and  they  compelled  to  swallow 
them  down,  and  what  an  awful  squirnning  there 
will  be!  What  a  change  will  then  come  over 
these  dominating,  unjust,  and  oppressive  men; 
over  their  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  and  of  the 
protection  which  is  tlue  to  them  by  their  Govern- 
ment under  the  express  and  plainly  written  guar- 
antees of  the  Constitution  ! 

Sir,  1  was  amazed  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Fessenden,]  a  gentleman  of 
rare  ability  and  generally  of  very  just  modes  of 
thinking,  should  have  assumed  the  position,  when 
he  addressed  the  Senate  a  l\'w  days  since,  that 
the  Goverimient  might  take  private  property  with- 
out providing  any  compensation  for  it  by  law, 
looking  to  the  future  and  to^he  sovereign  pleas- 
ure of  the  legislative  departnnent  of  the  Govern- 
ment whether  they  would  ever  make  any  pro- 
vision to  com|iensate  the  owner  or  not.  But  that 
)30siiion  of  the  honorable  Senator  was  not  so  un- 
sound and  extravtigniU  as  that  assumed  by  other 
gentlemen,  that  the  Government  had  tin;  right  to 
tak'e  this  property,  not  only  without  making  any 
compensation  for  it  but  avowing  at  the  time  that 
their  purpose  was  never  to  make  such  ctmipen- 
sation;  and  thatthe  United  States  Government  had 
the  power  thus  to  rob  and  despoil  all  and  any  class 
of  citizens,  discriminating  to  further  their  own 
sinister,  corru[)t,  and  selfish  purposes. 

Sir,  suppose  the  words  which  1  have  read  from 
our  Constitution  were  embodied  in  a  contract 
between  two  individuals;  that  one  sold  a  landed 
estate  to  another,  and  in  the  contract  it  was  pro- 
vided before  the  purchaser  should  hfive  the  right  of 
property,  or  possession,  just  compensation  should 
be  made  to  the  vetidor  of  the  properly  for  it. 
How  would  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine, 
as  a  sound  hiwyer,  construe  such  a  contract? 
How  would  the  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Howaud]  interpret  such  a  contract.'  Those  Sen- 
ators learned  in  the  law  know  that  there  are  three 
classes  of  contracts:  one  independent,  second  lic- 
pendent,  and  the  third  mutual;  and  that  a  contract 
embracing  the  substance  of  the  language  embodied 
in  the  Constitution  between  two  individuals  would 
be  a  mutual  contract;  aiuf  the  .slipulali(Uis  entered 
into  by  Ihe  re.s|)ectiv(!  parties  woidd  have  to  be  p('r- 
foriiird  at  I  hi;  same  time  by  each  |»arty;  or  to  give 
to  either  iiarty  Ihe  bein'fit  oi'  the  contract,  he  would 
have  to  be  ready  jind  oiler  to  execute  it  on  his 
purl;  and  liio  cue  i'ailing  could  nut  cluiiu  thu  ex- 


ecution, or  any  right  under  it;  and  if  tjie  other 
party  had  covenanted  for  the  sale  of  property  by 
It,  his  right  to  the  possession  and  title  of  the  prop- 
erty would  not  be  impaired;  but  he,  being  in  no 
default,  could  hold  the  other  liable  in  damages  for 
his  defalcation. 

When  the  Constitution  provides  that  private 
property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use  with- 
out just  compensation,  it  means  both  substantially 
and  literally  that  no  owner  of  property  shall  have 
it  taken  for  public  use  without  receiving  at  the 
time  of  its  being  taken  just  compensation,  or  such 
compensation  being  then  secured  to- him  and  to 
be  paid  within  a  reasonable  time.  Why,  sir,  if 
all  the  horses  that  have  been  purchased  from  the 
Northwest  had  been  taken  just  as  it  is  now  pro- 
posed to  take  negroes  from  their  owners,  would 
the -Northwest  have  ever  submitted  to  such  in- 
justice, such  robbery.'  Who  will  say  they  ought 
to  have  submitted  to  it.'  No,  sir.  It  would  be 
t^eir  own  Government  plundering  and  robbing 
thein  against  the  express  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution. They  would  have  had  a  right  to  resist, 
and  they  could  have  successfully  resisted  in  the 
courts  of  law  the  depriving  them  of  their  prop- 
erty until  a  just  compensation  was  made  or  se- 
cured to  them  for  it.  Failing  in  that  resort,  they 
would  have  had  the  right  to  redress  themselves. 

Sir,  the  courts  of  most  of  the  States  have  dis- 
tinctly sustained  this  great  principle.  Private 
property  cannot  be  taken  for  public  use  without 
full  and  fair  compensation  being  made  or  secured 
to  the  owner  before  he  is  deprived  of  its  posses- 
sion. They  have  decided  expressly,  as  any  man 
of  sound  sense  and  of  a  just  comprehension  of 
right  and  wrong  would  decide,  that  if  the.  owner 
liave  his  property  taken  from  him  without  such 
compensation  made  or  secured  to  him,  it  would 
infract  a  right  solemnly  guarantied  to  him  by  an 
express  provision  of  the  Constitution, and  would 
not  divest  or  impair  his  title  to  the  property.  If 
all  that  vast  amount  of  Army  siipplies  that  have 
been  nfianufactured  in  the  North  and  sold  to  the 
United  States  Government,  amounting  to  hun- 
dreds of  millions,  and  I  have  no  doubt  to  a  thou- 
sand million  dollars,  had  been  taken  from  the 
maiiiifacturers,  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  free 
States,  from  those  who  claim  to  be  the  peculiar 
and  the  almost  exclusive  loyal  men  of  the  coun- 
try, without  makingthem  compensation — if  such 
a  proffer  was  made  to  them  as  would  be  compre- 
hended in  the  position  of  the  Senator  from  Maine 
at  the  head  of  the  Finance  Committee  a  few  days 
since,  would  there  have  been  one  man  of  all  the 
sellers  of  those  Army  supplies  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  would  there  have  been  one 
of  their  representatives  in  either  House  of  Con- 
gress but  what  would  have  entered  his  protest 
against  such  oppression  and  robbery.' 

Sir,  I  was  also  surprised  at  a  position  assumed 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  who 
is  at  the  head  of  the  CoiBinittee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
[Mr.  Dooi.iTTLE,]  that  the  legislative  depart- 
ment of  the  Gnvenimenthas  a  right  to  take  prop- 
erty lor  public  use,  and  itself  assess  the  value  of 
that  projjerty.  1  wondered  that  so  able  and  sound 
a  lawyer  as  that  honorable  Senator  is  should  have 
taken  so  unstiund  and  so  untenable  a  position. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Will  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator allow  me  to  interrupt  him.' 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  It  is  now  the  time  for  call- 
ing up  the  unfinished  business  of  the  last  sitting 
of  the  Senate;  and  I  will  say  to  thehomirable  Sen- 
ator that  there  was  a  bill  pending  then  in  relation 
to  the  Indian  dejvirtrnent  in  California,  which  I 
wish  to  have  come  up  at  one  o'clock.  It  now 
wants  but  a  minute  or  two  of  that  time,  and  per- 
liaps  I  may  as  well  interrupt  the  Senator  at  this 
point  ol'  his  speech,  and  ask  that  that  bill  be  now 
taken  up,  iinlesshe  very  much  prefers  to  finish  his 
speech  now.  If  so,  I  shall  wait  till  he  is  through. 
It  will  lake  but  a  short  time  to  disjiose  of  that 
bill;  iuid  it  is  very  important  that  it  should  be 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  am  willing  to  consult  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  hoiHuable  Senator  from  Wisconsin  and 
to  submit  myself  to  what  the  Senate  bhall  decide 
in  relation  to  his  proposition. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  1  suppose  I  am  entitled 
to  call  up  the  unlinished  biisiiiesy  at  one  o'clock. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  comes  up  with- 
out any  motion  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     U  is  unc  o'clock  now 
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The  VICE-PRESIDENT.  Tlio  Senator  from 
Kentucky  yielding  the  floor,  the  Chair  will  now 
call  up,  with  the  consent  of"  the  Senate,  the  unfin- 
ished business  of  Friday's  session,  which  is  the 
special  order  for  to-day. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No.  80)  to  pro- 
vide for  the  better  organization  of  Indian  aftairs 
in  Califoniia  was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  pending  question  being  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Conness  to  the  amendment 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  Conness  proposed  to 
strike  out,  in  line  twenty  of  the  first  section  of 
the  amendment  of  the  committee,  the  word  "fif- 
teen," and  to  insert  the  word  "eighteen,"  so  as 
to  read,  "  that  the  superintendent  shall  be  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  clerk  at  a  compensation  not  to 
exceed  }jl,800  ]ivv  annum." 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  believe  the  opposition  which 
was  made  to  this  amendment  when  we  consid- 
dcred  the  bill  last  is  withdrawn,  and  I  hope  there- 
fore it  will  be  adopted  at  once. 
Theamendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  desire  for  a  very  few 
moments,  if  1  can  have  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  explain  what  will  be  the  effect  of  this  bill 
in  California  upon  the  expense  of  administering 
the  Indian  department  there,  as  near  as  can  be 
estimated. 

Under  the  existing  law  there  are  two  superin- 
tendencies  in  California,  a  northern  and  a  south- 
ern superin  tendency.  In  the  northern  superintend- 
ency  there  are  now  four  reservations,  the  Mendo- 
cino reservation,  theNome-lackee  reservation,  the 
Round  valley  reservation,  and  the  Smith  River 
valley  reservation.  In  the  southern  superintcnd- 
ency  there  is  but  one  which  is  denominated  as  a 
reserve,  and  that  .is  the  reserve  at  Tejon;  but 
there  arc  other  agencies  in  California  for  the 
Owens'  river  Indians,  for  the  Colorado  district 
Indians,  and  for  the  Tulare  river  Indian  farm. 
By  the  present  bill  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  the 
supcrintendencics  into  one,  and  to  have  but  four 
agents.  Under  the<?xistinglaw  there  are  five  su- 
pervisors, as  they  are  denominated,  substantially 
agents.  The  present  bill  reduces  the  number  to 
four.  It  provides  for  theVeduction  of  all  the  res- 
ervations in  California  to  four.  There  is  to  beat 
least  one  in  the  northern  district;  there  m^v''^  be  two 
there  and'twointhe  southern,  or  one  in  the  north- 
ern and  three  in  the  southern  district. 

The  reduction  in  the  expense  of  the  working 
force  in  California  in  the  Indian  department  will 
be  seen  by  a  short  statement.  There  are  now  two 
superintendents  at'jfi,3,600  each;  the  bill  proposes 
to  have  but  one,  at  |3,600.  There  are  now  two 
clerks;  the  number  will  be  reduced  to  one»'  In- 
stead of  five  supervisors  at  ^J,800  each,  there  will 
be  four  agents  at  p, 800  each.  Instead  of  twenty 
laborers  at  ^2,000,  as  is  provided  for  in  the  ex- 
isting appropriation  bill  and  under  the  existing 
laws,  there  will  be  for  each  reservation  one  farm- 
er, one  carpenter,  one  physician,  and  one  black- 
smith, at  fJ50  a  month ;  and  an  appropriation  in 
all  for  the  sixteen  (if  there  are  four  reservations) 
at  $600  each,  will  be  $9,600,  instead  of  $12,000 
for  the  laborers  under  the  present  system.  The 
expense  of  the  whole  working  force  will  be  re- 
duced to  $21,000,  whereas  under  existing  laws  it 
is  p,300  more,  making  $30,200.  Ifwill  reduce 
the  expense  of  the  Government  in  the  working 
force  of  the  officers  employed  in  California  by 
the  sum  of  $9,300.   *•' 

A  question  was  suggested  to  me  by  my  friend 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Pessenden]  in  relation  to  the 
extent  of  the  reservations  which  are  to  be  set 
apart  under  this  bill.  The  bill  provides  that  these 
reservations  shall  be  located  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  under  the  direction  of  the  President, 
and  they  may  be  located  upon  some  of  the  exist- 
ing reservations.  It  is  true  tlie  bill  does- not  limit 
by  metes  and  bounds,  or  by  numbers  of  acres  or 
sections,  the  size  of  the  reservations;  but  there  is 
this  limitation  put  in  the  bill,  that  in  relation  to 
any  improvoments  or  any  property  belonging  to 
individuals  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
may  contract  to  purchase  for  the  sake  of  these 
reservations,  tho.so  contracts  for  inirchuses  are  to 
be  reported  by  the  Secrc^tary  of  the  Interior  to 
Congress  for  their  examination  and  for  their  ap- 
))ropriation  before  they  become  binding  upon  I  he 
Government. 


Mr.  CONNESS.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  say  one  word  right  here? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  In  my  opinion  no  acre  will 
be  purchased  under  that  power.  There  willbe  no 
need  to  purchase  any;  but  on  the  contrary  some 
of  the  existing  reservations  will  be  sold. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  There  is  power  contained 
in  the  bill  to  dispose  of  some  of  the  existing  reser- 
vations, and  we  hope  that  what  we  gei  for  the 
reservations  disposed  of  will  more  than  pay  for 
all  the  expenses  we  shall  be  subject  to  in  purchas- 
ing out  the  improvements  that  some  white  men 
have  got  in  some  of  these  valleys  where  we  may 
desire  to  establish  the  new  reservations. 

But,  Mr.  President,  that  for  which  we  most  hope 
under  this  bill  is  that  our  Indian  affairs  of  Cali- 
fornia may  be  reduced  to  a  system.  It  has  been 
altogether  too  indefinite,  too  expensive,  too  loose 
in  its  administration.  We  hope  also  that  we  may 
secure  a  system  which  will  bring  us  permanent 
peace.  Perhaps  it  is  not  known  to  the  Senate, 
but  such  is  the  fact,  that  in  some  portions  of  Cali- 
fornia there  has  existed  almost  continual  war  be- 
tween some  of  our  troops  and  some  of  the  Indi- 
ans, and  these  war  expenses  are  the  enormous 
expenses  connected  with  the  administration  of  In- 
dian affairs.  It  would  be  far  more  economical  if 
we  should  spend  by  fifties  and  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  in  feeding  Indians  and  in  making 
presents  to  Indians,  even  if  we  run  the  risk  of 
having  our  agents  sometimes  misapply  a  portion 
of  the  funds  to  their  own  use,  rather  than  to  deal 
with  them  as  much  as  we  are  dealing  with  them, 
in  my  opinion,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  in  act- 
ual war,  because  the  expenses  of  these  wars  run 
up  by  millions  where  the  expenses  of  dealing  with 
them  in  another  mode  are  counted  only  by  thou- 
sands and  hundreds  of  thousands. 

Mr.  President,  the  Indians  in  California,  like 
the  Indians  all  over  this  continent,  are  fast  fading 
away.  In  a  short  time  there  will  hardly  anything 
be  left  of  them  but  the  beautiful  names  which  they 
have  fixed  upon  our  rivers  and  our  towns.  It  has 
been  so  in  our  whole  history  from  the  earliest  col- 
onization, beginning  with  New  England.  They 
have  been  fading  away  as  the  white  population 
has  been  advancing  upon  them.  They  have  faded 
away  from  the  whole  eastern  slope  of  the  Allcgha- 
nies,  and  indeed  they  have  almost  passed  away 
from  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi;  and  now  since 
the  discovery  and  opening  of  California  and  Ore- 
gon and  Washington  Territory,  when  our  popu- 
lation is  setting  in  upon  the  Pacific  coast,  and 
advancing  from  the  Pacific  coast  eastward,  the  In- 
dians are  driven  to  the  mountains,  and  the  mount- 
ains being  discovered  to  abound  with  gold  our 
hardy  and  energetic  pioneers  are  in  the  mount- 
ains, and  the  Indians  are  being  driven  and  scat- 
tered everywhere.  Their  game,  their  means  of 
living,  being  destroyed,  they  are  reduced  to  that 
condition  where  from  the  very  necessitiesof  their 
position  they  are  sometimes  tempted  to  plunder 
u]")on  the  white  population,  to  steal,  in  order  to 
live,  rather  than  starve.  This  course  of  proceed- 
ing on  their  part  leads, to  conflicts  upon  the  border 
beyond  the  reach  to  a  certain  extent  of  the  power 
of  our  laws  and  their  administration;  and  these 
conflicts  between  the  Indians  and  the  white  inhab- 
itants lead  on  to  war  and  millions  of  expense  to 
the  utter  destruction  of  the  Indian  race. 

The  sysfem  proposed  by  this  bill  corresponds 
somewJiat,  as  my  friend  from  Maine  [Mr.  Fes- 
senden]  will  recollect,  to  the  system  proposed  by 
another  honorable  Senator  from  California,  (Mr. 
Latham,)  who  preceded  the  Senator  upon  my 
right,  [Mr.  Conness,]  and  which  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate  last  year,  but  was  not  adoptpd  by 
the  other  House,  and  we  were  therefore  thrown 
back  upon  the  old  system. 

Mr.  President,  as  1  am  upon  the  floor,  and  upon 
the  question  of  our  relations  to  the  Indians,  I  de- 
sire to  digress  for  a  single  moment  and  to  refer  to 
another  subject-matter  which  must  very  soon  be 
brought  before  the  Senate,  and  that  is  in  relation 
to  our  Indian  affairs  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky 
mountains.  It  is  known  that  there  are  large  mtm- 
bers  of  Indian  refugees  now  in  tha  State  of  Kan- 
sas, who  have  been  driven  out  by  this  war  from 
their  homes  in  the  Indian  territory  to  take  refuge 
in  that  State,  whepe  they  arc  being  fed,  at  a  large 
expense  to  the  Government,  and  it  is  very  neces- 
sary, if  they  are  to  be  removed  to  their  homes, 
that  it  eliould  be  done  early;  and  I  expect  that  in 


the  course  of  a  few  days  we  shall  have  to  take 
into  consideration  the  passage  of  an  appropriation 
bill  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to  carry  out 
that  purpose.  Tlie  Indians  in  the  Indian  terri- 
tory— the  Cherokees,  the  Creeks,  the  Seminoles 
— are  further  advanced  than  most  others  in  civili- 
zation, in  agriculture;  they  live  by  pastures,  they 
cultivate  the  soil,  they  raise  sheep,  horses,  and 
cattle.  Many  of  them  were  very  wealthy  at  the 
outbreak  of  this  rebellion,  but  have  been  stripfied 
and  impoverished  and  destroyed  in  consequence 
of  this  war.  These  tribes  are  capable,  if  they  be 
returned  to  their  homes,  of  sustaining  themselves; 
and  Ihe  Committee  on  Indian  Aflfairs,  while  mak- 
ing provision  to  return  th-em  to  their  homes,  desire, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  take  all  the  small  Indian 
tribes  and  remnants  that  are  to  be  found  on  this 
side  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  by  some  new. 
arrangement  with  those  Indians  get  them  to  lo- 
cate within  the  Indian  territory.  Possibly  it 
may  be  thought  advisable  to  give  some  kind  of 
organization,  like  a  territorial  form  of  government, 
for  the  Indian  territory.  If  we  expect  to  save 
any  of  the  race  we  must  save  them  there,  under 
some  laws  and  provisions  to  prevent  their  com- 
mingling with  the  Anglo-Saxon  race. 

I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate 
any  further  than  to  explain  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee which  induced  them  to  concur  in  pressing 
this  bill  upon  the  Senate  to  carry  out  the  views 
of  the'Senator  from  California,  [Mr.  Conness,] 
for  it  is  to  him  especially  that  the  Senate  is  in- 
debted for  having  this  question  brought  before  ua 
at  the  present  time.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  adopt 
the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
and  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  theHouse  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPheuson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed  a  bill 
(No.  15)  to  provide  a  temporary  government  for 
the  Territory  of  Montana;  inv/hich  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  was  requested. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  agreed  to  the  first,  second, 
and  third  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of 
the  House  (No.  34)  \naking  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  of  June,  18G5,  and  had  agreed  to 
the  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate,  with  an 
amendment;  in  which  it  requested  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.    - 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  passed  the  bill  of  the  Senate 
(No.  142)  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  French 
ship  La  Manche. 

BILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  approved  and  signed,  on 
the  16th  instant,  an  act  (H.  R.  No.  .^O)  making 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  SOtli- 
of  June,  1865;and  ajointrcsolution  (H.ll.No.  43) 
authorizing  tlie  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  J. 
N.  Carpenter,  a  paymaster  in  the  United  States 
Navy.  And  that  on  the  17th  instant  he  approved 
and  signed  a  joint  resolution  (H^.  R.  No.  37)  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  anti- 
cipate the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  the 
following  enrolled  bills;  which  were  thereupon 
signed  by  the  Vice  President: 

"A  bill  (S.  No.  96)  to  enable  the  people  of  Ne- 
vada to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  97)  to  enable  the  people  of  Colo- 
rado to  form  a  constitution  and  Stale  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  60)  amendatory  of  the  home- 
stead law,  and  for  other  purposes. 
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HOUSE  BILL  IIKFEIUVED. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprcsentntives 

(No.  15)  lo  provide  a  temporary  government  for 

the  Territory  of  Moiitnim,  was  read  twice  b}'  its 

title  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

MILITAUY  ACADEMY  APPKOPUIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  liie  House  of  Representatives  to  the  fourth 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
34)  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Academy  for  llie  year  ending  the  30th 
of  June,  1865;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FESSENDEN,  it  was 

Rc':olvciI,  That  the  Senate  disagree  to  tlieamendinent  of 
tliu  House  of"  Uepresoiilatives  to  tlic  fourtli  aiiieiKliiieiit  of 
the  Si/iinte  to  the  paid  hill,  and  ask  a  conlereiice  on  tlic 
disagreeing  votes  ol'ilie  two  Houses  tlioreon. 

Ordered,  That  the  confercs  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  be 
appointed  hy  the  Vice  President. 

The  Vice  PresidentappointedMr.  Howe,  Mr. 
Harris,  and  Mr.  Willey. 

ENLISTMENTS  IN  THE  AKMT. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  now  move  that  wo  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  which  was  laid 
aside  at  one  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  41)  to  promote  en- 
listments in  the  Army  of  the  Uiiiled  States,  and 
for  other  purposes;  the  pending  question  being 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Wilson. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  will  proceed  with  the  remarks 
I  was  making.  I  had  got  to  the  point  of  saying 
a  i'tiw  words  in  attacking  the  position  assumed  by 
tlie  honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  1  had 
expressed  my  surprise  that  a  gentleman  of  his 
ability,  of  his  legal  learning,  and  of  his  usually 
fair  and  j'ist  Judgment  in  relation  to  all  questions 
of  truth  and  law,  should  have  assumed  so  strange 
a  position  as  that  which  he  announced  the  other 
day,  that  one  of  the  parties  to  a  transaction  of 
taking  private  property  for  public  use  has  the 
right  himself  (to  use  the  personal  pronoun)  to 
assess  the  value  of  that  property. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  allow  me  to  interrupt  him  at  this  point.-' 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Certainly,  sir. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  would  agree  with  the 
honorable  Senator  that  a  party  to  the  talcing  of 
the  property  would  not  have  the  right  to  assess 
it  for  himself;  but  the  mistake  into  which  the 
honorable  gi;iitleman  falls  is,  in  supposing  that 
Congress  is  a  party  to  the  taking  of  the  property. 
1  say  Congress  is  not  a  party.  It  is  the  United 
States  that  take  the  property,  and  Congress  is  a 
disinterested  agent  of  both  parties,  both  of  the 
Government  and  of  the  individual,  to  legislate  for 
the  rights  of  the  Government  and  for  the  rights 
of  the  individual.  We  do  not  take  it;  it  does  not 
become  our  property.  We  have  no  interest  in 
the  properly  tiiketi.  We  have  no  inoce  inieixst 
in  it  than  the  judges  have  who  sit  in  the  Supreme 
Court;  and  if  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
were  called  upon  to  decide  how  much  should  be 
given  for  a  certain  piece  of  property,  it  would  not 
be  they  that  would  take  it. 

Mr.  President,  I  agree  that  when  we  do  take 
private  property  for  public  use  we  must  either 
pay  for  it  or  wi;  must  provide  the  means — the  legal 
mi'an.s  by  which  the  party  whose  property  is  taken 
may  obtain  pay  for  it.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
the  money  should  be  paid  down.  It  is  enough 
if  the  agents  of  the  Government,  m  the  exercise 
of  lhi.s  sovereign  ()ower  of  eminent  domain  over 
private  property  which  they  exercise  wh<:n  they 
lake  for  public  use  ])rivate  property,  provide  the 
rueaiiK  by  which  the  owner  shall  have  his  pay. 
That  in  a  compliance  with  the  constitutional  pro- 
viflion. 

Now,  the  point  I  took,  and  upon  which  I  feel 
prepared  to  defend  myself,  is  that  if  tludegi.'^lativt! 
power  in  the  exercise  of  this  sovereign  right  of 
eminent  domain,  not  in  behalf  of  themselves  but 
in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  whom 
they  represent,  choose  themselves  to  estimate  the 
value  of  ihe  property  taken,  instead  of  appoint- 
ing an  agent  to  e.stimate  its  value,  they  have  the 
power  lo  do  so.  Let  me  put  a  case.  Suppose 
WD  Hhould  want  to  lake  a  jnece  of  properly  at  the 
inoutli  of  a  river — I  will  say  at  the;  mouth  of  the 
Miusiusippi  river — on  which  to  build  a  fort  for  the 
Uovcrnmcnt,  and  that  piece  of  property  belonged 


to  A  B;  the  Constitution  says  we  shall  not  take 
that  property  from  him  without  making  him  com- 
pensation, but  we  may  take  it  on  making  him 
compensation.  Now,  suppose  Congress  should 
send  down  the  Committee  on  Military  Afl'airs  to 
see  this  property,  to. see  its  condition,  to  see  its 
necessity,  to  see  its  value,  and  the  committee 
should  return  to  Congress  and  inform  them  of  its 
value,  its  necessity,  its  military  position,  and  Con- 
gress then,  upon  the  evidence  which  they  fur- 
nished, should,  as  the  supreme  tribunal,  assume 
to  act  in  assessing  that  value,  it  would  not  be  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  I  would  maintain 
that  position  before  any  court  anywhere. 

I  know  that  it  is  not  a  convenient  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding for  a  legislative  body,  composed  as  it  is 
of  so  many  members,  to  make  tiiis  appraisal 
theriiselves,  or  to  send  a  committee  of  their  body 
to  examine  and  pass  upon  the  value  of  the  piece 
of  property,  and  therefore  it  is  not  usually  done. 
They  usually  provide  that  a  sheiiff  may  summon 
a  jury,  or  that  a  court  may  summon  a  jury,  or 
they  may  appoint  commissioners  without  any 
jury,  to  appraise  the  value  of  the  property  to  be 
taken.  That  is  what  is  usually  done;  but  if  the 
legislative  power  assumes  to  exercise  this  author- 
ity itself  it  is  a  constitutional  and  a  valid  exercise 
of  the  power. 

What  did  we  do  here  when  we  abolished  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia.'  Congress  did 
notassuipe  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  slaves  who 
were  emancipated;  but  Congress  did  assume  to 
say  that  in  estimating  the  value  of  those  slaves — 
we,  judging  from  our  knowledge  of  the  facts,  from 
our  knowledge  of  the  surroundings,  from  our 
knowledge  of  the  liistory  of  the  country,  from  our 
knowledge  of  the  value  of  these  things — assumed 
to  say  that  the  commissioners  appointed  under 
oui-  act  should  not  estimate  their  value  at  more 
than  a  certain  fixed  sum,  $300  I  think.  We  as- 
sumed lo  fix  that  limit.  We  had  the  constitu- 
tional power  to  assume  it.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
if  we  choose  to  estimate  the  value  ourselves  we 
may  do  so.  We  can  do  what  we  may  authorize 
an  agent  lo  do.  Can  an  agent  of  ours  do  what 
v/e  cannot  do  ourselves?  Notatall.  Thatwould 
make  the  creature  above  the  creator.  The  trulh 
is  that  Congress  can  do  in  relation  to  the  estimating 
of  the  value  of  property  that  may  be  taken  all  that 
any  agent  appointed  by  them  may  do,  if  they 
choose  to  be  at  the  trouble  and  to  exercise  the 
power.  That  is  the  point  1  made,  and  I  should 
like  to  hear  the  honorable  gentleman  answer  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Mr.  President,!  understood  the 
honorable  Senator  before  he  made  this  lengthy 
explanation  precisely  as  I  do  now.  1  gave  way 
to  my  honorable  friend  for  an  ex|ilanation,  but 
he  has  made  a  pretty  lengthy  speech,  to  which  1 
do  not  object,  for  it  is  a  very  good  one.  I  only 
say  that  1  have  got  a  little  more  than  I  bargained 
for,  which  is  often  my  fate;  but  1  v/ill  now  pro- 
ceed to  notice  the  honorable  Senator's  position. 

The  honorable  Senator's  arguniijnt,  in  my  opin- 
ion, is  merely  a  whipping  of  the  devil  around 
the  stump.  He  assumes  that  Congress  may  do 
itself  in  person  what  it  may  do  by  its  agents.  He 
assunK.'S  furthermore  that  Congress  is  not  a  party 
to  this  trnnsaciion  of  taking  private  property  for 
puljlic  use;  and  that  Congress  has  the  right  to  do 
ihis  act  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent 
domain.  I  submit  this  proposition  to  (he  honor- 
able Senator  from  Wisconsin:  there  is  no  abso- 
lute;, unqualified  right  of  eminent  domain  in  the 
United  States  Government.  That  is  a  ijowernot 
expressly  conferred,  but  arising,  1  admit,  from 
the  Constitution  by  necessary  implication;  but 
I  lay  down  this  position,  which  the  honorable 
Senator  is  too  sound  a  lawyer  to  controvert:  that 
this  power  of  eminent  domain  is  qualified  by  all 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution;  that  a  right 
conferred  or  a  power  expressly  vested,  either  of 
which  would  clash  with  the  exercise  of  eminent 
domain  by  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales, 
lo  that  extent  overrules  this  implied  [)owerofem- 
iment  domain;  otherwise  we  would  have  an  un- 
limited powerof  eminent  doinain  in  a  limited  Gov- 
ernini'nl.  Each  State  has  the  power  of  eminent 
domain  within  its  limits,  excef)t  so  far  as  it  is  re- 
sirieti'd  by  Ihe  powers  conferred  on  the  Federal 
Government  by  the  Consiitulion,  and  which  may 
be  exercised  against  the  United  Slates  as  well  as 
a  citizen  of  the  Slate.  A  Slate  may  establish  a 
road  over  lands  owned  by  the  United  Slates  within 
lier  limits;  and  in  the  exercise  of  her  power  of 


eminent  domain  could  appropriate  so  much  of  the 
land  as  would  be  needful.  This  is  a  well  estab- 
lished principle. 

I  will  now  meet  the  second  proposition  of  the 
Senator.  He  says  that  Congress  is  not  a  party 
to  this  transaction;  that  the  property  is  taken  for 
the  United  States  Government  by  Congress,  a 
disinterested  agent,  and  that  Congress  has  the 
right  to  exercise  this  agency  itself  or  by  sub- 
agents  appointed  by  its  laws.  The  Senator's  ar- 
gument proves  too  much.  Why  will  Congress 
proceed  to  assess  the  damages  at  all  if  it  may  do 
the  act  by  its  agent?  Why  not  permit  the  pro- 
vost marshals  and  the  other  military  subalterns 
who  take  this  property  lo  assess  its  value?  Ac- 
cording to  the  Senator's  argument,  Congress 
would  have  the  constitutional  power  to  vest  that 
authority  in  the  military  subalterns  who  take  the 
property,  and  might  dispense  with  acting  on  the 
subject  itself,  and  remit  it  wholly  to  military  agen- 
cy. That  mode  would  be  most  convenient  to  Con- 
gress, and  might  not  be  more  unjust  to  the  owner 
of  the  property. 

The  Senator  furthermore  said  that  Congress  ex- 
ercised this  power  of  limiting  the  value  of  negro 
property  by  its  act  emancipating  the  slavesin  this 
District.  I  admit  it;  but  1  have  alwJtys  con- 
tended, and  1  yet  maintain,  that  that  was  an  act 
of  usurpation  as  well  as  flagrant  injustice  to  the 
owners  of  the  slaves,  by  reason  of  their  inade- 
quate valuation,  on  the  part  of  Congress.  But 
because  Congress  did  in  that  case  pass  an  act  of 
injustice  and  ofinfraction  of  the  Constitution,  does 
that  furnish  any  reason  for  the  perpetration  of  a 
similar  outrage?  No,  sir;  but  theconlrary.  Stop 
the  evil  before  it  has  grown  and  received  some 
sanction  by  repetition  and  time.  But  the  Senator 
has  not  directly  assaulted  the  principle  which  I 
assumed  governed  the  question,  and  my  position 
is  invulnerable:  the  ascertainment  of  the  value  of 
private  property  about  to  be  taken  for  public  use 
is  a  judicial  or  gtiasi-judicial  inquiry,  and  cannot 
be  made  or  performed  by  the  legislative  branch  of 
the  Government.  The  value  is  a  question  be- 
tween two  parties,  the  United  States  being  one 
and  the  owner  of  the  property  the  other.  I  concede 
that  Congress  may  by  law  establish  an  agency,  in 
the  form  of  a  court  or  commission,  to  determine 
the  value;  but  the  inquiry  and  the  mode  of  in- 
quiry would  be  of  the  nature  of  a  judicial  pro- 
ceeding, and  is  so  held  in  England,  in  the  caurts 
of  tlie  United  States,  and  all  the  Slatesi 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Excuse  me,  if  you  please.  Al- 
though the  gentleman  sometimes  refuses  me  tl  at 
o|iporlunity,  I  have  no  objecti/")n  lo  explanations; 
but  1  ohjcci  to  interlarding  a  long  speech  in  my 
speech  v^hen  I  have  given  way  simply  for  an  ex- 
planation* 

i\lr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  am  not  aware  of  ever 
having  declined  to  yield  to  the  honorable  Senator. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  at«  not  only  aware  of  it,  but 
I  know  it. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  It  may  be  so.  I  once 
called  the  Senator  to  order,  but  that  was  on  a  very 
dilFerent  matter. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  once  asked  thecourtesy  of  the 
Senator  to  make  an  explanation,  and  he  very 
promptly,  I  will  not  say  rudely,  but  very  prompt- 
ly and  very  decidedly  refused.  I  will  not  retort 
in  the  same  way;  and  if  he  will  malie  short  ex- 
planations, as  1  do,  I  will  give  him  the  opportu- 
nity at  all  times.  However,  if  n\y  honoi-able 
friend  wishes  to  make  an  explanation,  I  will  give 
my  consent,  whether  it  be  short  or  long. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  question  I  was  going  to 
]iulto  the  honorable  Senator  was  this:  whether  on 
the  presentation  ofall  claims  that  individuals  have 
against  the  Government  which  are  pro|)erty — a 
claim  against  the  Government  is  property — do 
not  our  Committees  on  Claims  report  the  facts; 
and  when  Congress  acts  do  they  not  act  ina<7itasi- 
judicialas  well  as  legislative  capacity  in  passing 
on  the  question  as  to  how  much  shall  be  given  lo 
the  individual  ? 

Mr.  D.WIS.  Yes,  sir;  but  that  is  a  question 
of  making  payment  of  a  debt,  and  not  judicially 
ascertaining  its  amount.  If  it  were  the  lat- 
ter, whatever  Congress  decide  in  the  premisea 
would  govern  and  conclude  the  case  ever  afler- 
waids.  But  it  is  a  common  case  for  one  Congress 
to  /eject  a  claim,  and  for  it  to  be  presented  again 
lo  many  succeeding  Congresses,  and  finally  for 
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an  appropi-iation  of  money  to  be  made  to  satisfy 
it.  Many  cases  have  occuiTed  where  a  less  sum 
than  was  claimed  has  been  voted,  and  the  case 
beins;  presented  to  subsequent  Congresses,  and  an 
additional  sum  being  allovired  and  appropriated. 
When  a  court  or  commissioners  ascertain  the 
amount  of  a  claim  against  the  United  States,  Con- 
gress makes  provision  for  its  payment  by  pass- 
ing a  lav;r^\ppropriating-  so  mud)  money  in  the 
Treasury  to  the  claimant.  This  is  the  exercise 
of  a  legislative,  not  of  a  judicial  power.  A  claim 
against  the  United  States  may  be  certainly  ascer- 
tained by  the  most  formal  judicial  proceeding; 
atid  Congress  may  procrastinate  or  refuse  abso- 
lutely to  appropriate  the  money  to  satisfy  it;  or 
it  may  appropriate  such  sum  as  it  may  choose 
toward  a  claim  befoi-e  or  without  any  judicial  or 
q'Kasi-Judicial  ascertainment  of  the  claim  or  its 
amount.  But  whether  Congress  docs  this  with 
or  without  such  ascertainment  the  act  of  Congress 
is  strictly  legislative,  and  in  no  sense  judicial.  I 
will  illustrate  the  general  position  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  maintain  by  an  example;  and  I  regret  my 
ancient  friend  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collamer]  is 
not  in  his  place.  1  have  conversed  some  with 
him  about  beUcrmenls.  I  believe  that  is  the  way 
they  phrase  it  in  Vermont.  In  our  State  we  say 
improvements,  ameliorations, -jjut  betterments  is 
probably  moi-e  precise  and  expressive. 

When  land  is  sued  for  and  recovered,  and  the 
tenant  has  made  improvements,  nearly  all  the 
States  have  provided  for  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  court  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing and  assessing  the  value  of  such  improvements. 

It  is  a  very  familiar  and  oft-repeated  act  in 
every  State  where  the  action  of  ejectment  or  any 
analogous  suit  for  real  estate  prevails.  Those 
commissioners  are  appointed  by  the  court  under 
the  express  authority  of  law.  They  are  not  par- 
tfes  to  the  suit.  They  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  action  in  which  the  property  was  recovered. 
They  act  judicially  or  </ztasi-judicially  and  hear 
evidence.  They  assess  the  value  of  the  improve- 
ments, and  if  either  party  is  dissatisfied  with  the 
assessment,  he  excepts  in  the  same  court  to  their 
report,  and  the  matters  of  exception  are  heard 
and  adjudged  by  the  court  which  affirms  the  as- 
sessment or  sets  it  aside,  and  remands  the  ques- 
tion of  value  back  to  the  same  or  other  commis- 
eioners.     The  whole  proceeding  is  judicial. 

The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Wiscon- 
sin, that  Congress  may  pass  a  law  directing  pri- 
vate property  to  be  taken  for  public  use,  and  it- 
self assess  the  value  of  the  property,  or  impose  a 
limit  beyond  which  it  shall  not  be  appraised  or 
the  owner  be  remunerated,  1  controvert.  Such 
cases  present  two  parties,  the  United  Slates  being 
one  and  the  owner  of  the  property  the  other; 
they  having  conflicting  interests  on  the  question 
of  the  value,  and  that  point  is  to  be  decided  upon 
inspecting  the  subject,  and  hearing  proof  of  its 
value,  and  by  those  lights  forming  a  judgment. 
I  do  not  know  which  posititm  is  most  unsound: 
that  the  decision  of  this  matteris  not  the  exercise 
of  a  judicial  power,  or  that  a  department  of  the 
Government  having  only  a  limited  legislative 
power  may  exercise  it. 

But  the  bill  under  consideration  does  not  pro- 
pose to  pay  for  the  property  according  to  an  es- 
timate made  by  a  tribunal  having  no  authority  to 
make  it,  or  upon  an  inadequate  valuation,  but  to 
wrest  it  forcibly  from  the  owners  without  making 
them  any  compensation.  Sir,  that  can  only  be 
defined  to  be  governmental  robbery  in  defiance  of 
the  restraints  and  guai-untees  of  the  Constitution. 
It  would  violate  the  sanctions  of  private  properly 
assured  by  the  common  law,  by  Magna  Charts, 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  anil  most 
all  the  State  constitutions,  by  the  usages  and  ju- 
dicial practice  of  the  United  ytates,  by  the  public 
and  general  law  of  the  world,  and  the  forms  and 
modes  of  proceedings  in  all  its  most  able  and 
learned  courts.  All  the  authorities  in  an  unbroken 
current,  including  the  decisions  of  the  highest 
courts  in  the  Senator's  own  State,  (Wisconsin,) 
sustain  my  position,  and  I  challenge  him  to  ad- 
duce a  single  respectable  one  asainst  it. 

Judge  Story,  in  treating  on  this  invaluable  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  securing  private  prop- 
erty, and  prevenling  it  from  being  taken  for  pub- 
lic use  without  just  compensation,  says: 

"  'J'liis  in  llif;  ;imnii;in(;i:  of  a  great  dociriiio  estalilisliod 
l)y  the  eniiiiiKin  l;i\v  lor  llie  protoclion  of  private  proptrtv. 
It  is  foundcil  111  nalural  equity,  and  is  laid  down  by  jurists 


as  a  principle  of  universal  law.  In  a  deed  in  a  free  Gov- 
ernment almost  nil  otiier  rialits  would  become  worthless 
if  the  Government  possessed  an  uncontrollable  power  over 
the  private  fortune  of  every  citizen.  One  of  the  finula- 
meiital  objects  of  every  good  Government  mustbetlie  due 
administration  of  justice;  and  iiovv  vain  would  it  be  to 
speak  of  such  an  administration  when  all  property  is  sub- 
ject to  the  wiilorcaprice  of  the  Legislature  andtlic  rulers." 
— 3  Commentaries,  p.  661. 

There  is  laid  down  the  same  principle,  and  if 
possible  still  more  distinctly,  by  Chancellor  Kent, 
by  Wilson,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion,! believe,  in  his  Commentaries  on  the  Con- 
stitution, by  Rawie,  and  by  every  American  com- 
mentator and  judge.  It  is  also  declared  by  Black- 
stone,  Grotius,  Puffendorf,  and  other  high  author- 
ities, as  a  principle  of  public  and  general  law. 

Blackstone  on  this  subject  says: 

"  So  great,  moreover,  is  tlic  regard  of  the  law  for  private 
property,  that  it  will  not  authorize  the  least  violation  of  it ; 
no,  not  even  for  the  general  good  of  the  vi'holi!  community. 
If  a  new  road,  for  instance,  were  to  be  made  througli  tiie 
grounds  ofa  private  person,  itmight,  perliaps,  bee.ttensively 
beneficial  to  the  public;  but  the  law  permits  no  man,  or  set 
of  men, to  do  this  without  consent  of  theownerof  the  land. 
In  vain  may  it  be  urged  tliat  the  good  ofthe  individual  ought 
to  yield  to  that  ofthe  community;  for  it  would  be  danger- 
ous to  allow  any  private  man,  or  even  any  public  tribunal, 
to  be  the  judge  of  tliisconimon  good,and  to  decide  whether 
it  he  expedient  or  no.  Desides,  the  public  good  is  in  noth- 
ing more  essentially  interested  than  in  the  protection  of 
every  individual's  private  riglits,  as  modeled  by  the  mu- 
nicipal law.  In  this  and  similar  cases  the  legislature  alone 
can,  and  indeed  frequently  does,  interpose,  and  compel  the 
individual  to  acquiesce.  But  how  does  it  interpose  and 
compel.''  Not  by  absolutely  stripping  the  subject  of  his 
property  in  ati  arbitrary  manner,  but  by  giving  liitn  a  full 
Indemnification  for  the  injury  lliereby  sustained.  Tliepuli- 
lic  is  now  considered  as  an  individual,  treating  with  an 
individual  for  an  exchange.  All  that  the  legislature  does 
is  to  obtJge  tlie  owner  to  alienate  his  possessions  fora  rea- 
sonable price;  and  even  this  is  an  exertion  of  power  which 
the  Ipgialature  indulges  with  caution,  and  which  notliing 
but  the  legislature  can  perl'orm." 

I  will  now  read  from  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  several  of  the  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  also  from  the  superior 
courts  of  most  of  the  States,  on  the  point  of'  com- 
pensation of  private  property  taken  for  public 
use: 

■  "Article  five  ofthe.  Amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
which  inhibits  the  taking  of  property  for  public  use  with- 
out just  compensation,  restrains  the  power  ofthe  General 
Government,  and  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  tlie  States." 
(Withers  i-s.  Buckley,  20  Howard,  United  States,  84.) 

"Justice  VVas^hington  decided  that  until  just  indemnity 
is  afibrded  the  party  the  power  of  taking  his  property  can- 
not be  exercised ;  and  chaijcery  will  grantan  injunction  to 
stay  proceedings  mi tilindenniity  is  provided."  (Haighttis. 
Morris,  4  W.  C.  C,  601.  Bame  principle  ruled  by  Chan- 
cellor Kent,  Gardner  vs.  Trustees  of  Newburgh,  2  John. 
Chan.,  162.) 

Also,  in  case  of  Bonaparte  vs.  Camden,  &c., 
Railroad  Company,  1  Baldwin,  (N.  J.,)  205: 

"  The  provision  in  the  filth  article  of  tlie  Ainendmentsof 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  private  property 
shall  not  be  taken  for  pul)lic  use  without  jnst  compensation, 
does  not  apply  to  the  States,  butonly  to  the  United  States." 
(Barron  vs.  Mayor  of  Baltimore,  7  Peters,  433.) 

Kentucky  has  in  her  constitution  a  similar  pro- 
vision for  the  protection  of  private  property  to 
that  embodied  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  I  will  present  the  rulings  of  her  su- 
preme court  under  it: 

"  VVhercvRr  the  property  of  an  individual  is  about  to  be 
appropriated  to  any  public  use,  he  is  entitled  to  its  actual 
value  in  money  ;  and,  by  the  constitution  of  Kentucky,  a 
just  compensation  is  guarantied  to  him,  regardless  of  any 
speculative  advantages  wliicli  may  arise  iVoin  the  use  to  be 
made  ofthe  land."  (Rice  os.  Turnpike  Company,  7  Dana, 
81.) 

"It  is  not  essential  thatlhe  owner  of  land  whieli  has  been 
appropriated  for  a  public  road  should  b(!  paid  the  value 
thereof  before  the  road  is  constructed  ;  it  Is  sufficient  that 
the  asse;-sed  damages  be  secured."  (Casliwellar's  Heirs, 
vs.  Mcllvoy,  1  Mar.,  85.) 

"  Tlie  property  of  an  individual  cannot  be  taken  for  pub- 
lic use  (as  lor  a  ferry)  without  his  consent  or  an  equivalent 
first  paid."     (Henry  vs.  Underwood,  1  Dana,  247.) 

"  Wlicnever  the  property  of  an  individual  is  about  to  be 
appropriated  to  any  public  use,  lie  is  entitled  to  its  actual 
value  in  money."  (Rice  is.  D.  L.  &  N.  Turnpike  Rotid 
Company,  7  Dana,  86.) 

"  Wlieii  private  property  is  required  for  public  use,  the 
owner  is,  by  the  constitution,  entitled  to  just  compensa- 
tion."    (Sutton's  Heirs  vs.  Louisville,  5  Dana,  30.) 

New  York: 

"Tills  provisiim  for  payment  of  damages  Is  a  condition 
precedent,  and  a  plea  of  tlie  company  to  a  declaration  of 
trespass  gtiare  clansum  must  aver  the  assessment  and  pay-^ 
ment  of  damages  pr(!Vious  to  their  entry  on  and  appropria- 
tion of  tlie  land."     (Lyon  i's.  Jerome,  26  Wendell,  48.) 

"  Additional  burdi'ii  upon  the  land  to  the  injury  of  the 
owner  in  fee  is  a  taking  of  his  property  within  llii;  mean- 
ing of  the  provision  of  the  Constitution,  which  forbids 
such  taking  without  compensation.  Tlie  State  and  muni- 
cipal authorities  combinori  cannot  conler  upon  a  railroad 
company  the  right  to  construct  their  road  upon  a  highway 
without  the  consent  of  the  owiicrof  the  fee,  or  making  liim 


compensation."     (William  vs.  New  York  Central  Railroad 
Company,  16  New  York  R.  ;  2  Smith,  97;  Ways,  110.) 

"  Tile  provision  in  the  filth  article  of  Ainendmertts  to  the 
Constitution  ofthe  United  States,  that  private  propeety  shall 
not  be  taken  for  publicusewltliout  just  conipensal  ion,  does 
not  ap[)ly  to  the  States  but  only  to  the  United  States." 
(Barron  vs.  Mayor,  &c.,  of  Baltimore,  7  Peters,  243;  Liv- 
ingston us.Mayorof  New  York, 8Weudell,8r>.  SeelBald- 
wTn.220.) 

"  Where  an  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizes  a  corpo- 
ration to  make  a  road  and  takelandfor  that  purpose  with- 
out the  owner's  consent,  tlie  law  must  provide  for  com- 
pensation to  the  landowner." 

"All  act  wliicli  authorizes  the  taking  of  land  for  a  high- 
way, if  it  provides  compensation  to  the  owner,  Is  not  un- 
constitutional, because  the  assessment  and  payment  of 
damages  are  not  made  acondition  precedent  to  the  rightof 
entering  on  the  land;  neitiier  need  sucli  assessment  and 
payment  of  damages  precede  the  actual  entry."  (Smitlitis. 
Ilelmer,  7  Barb.  Supreme  Court,  416.) 

"Just  compensation  for  property  taken  wrongfully  or  taken 
under  the  pressure  of  public  necessity,  means  nothing  less 
than  the  prompt  restoration  of  everything  ta'ken,  or  its  • 
equivalent  rendered  in  something  which  the  taker  has  !t 
right  to  bestow."  (The  People  rs.  The  Mayor,  &.C.,  of  Brook- 
lyn, 9  Barb.  Supreme  Court,  53.5.) 

"The  provisions  on  tliis  subject,  iijthe  constitutions  of 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  TJew  York,  are  only 
declaratory  of  a  previously  existing  universal  law."  (11 
Barb.  Supreme  Court,  26.) 

Pennsylvania: 

"When  the  Legislature  authorize  the  taking  of  private 
property,  the  compensation  tlierel'or  must  be  settled "eittier 
by  stipulation  between  the  Legislature  and  the  proprietor, 
by  commissioners  mutually  elected  by  the  parties,  or  by 
the  intervention  of  a  jury."  (Per  Patterson.  J.,  2  Dallas, 
313;  S.  P.  Armstrong  vs.  Jackson,  X  Blackford,  374.) 

"  Until  just  indemnity  is  afforded  to  the  party,  the  power 
of  taking  his  property  cannot  be  exercised,  and  chancery 
will  grant  an  Injunction  to  stay  proceedings  until  indem- 
nity is  provided."  (Gardner  rs.  Trustees  of  Newburgli,  ? 
Jolinson's  Chancery,  162.  See  Bonaparte t.'s.  Camden,  Stc, 
Railroad  Co.,  1  Baldwin,  205;  Ilaiglit  vs.  Morris,  4  Wash. 
C.  C,  601.) 

"  Where  private  pro^ij7rty  is  taken  for  puUic  use  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  cOi  Jcnsation  to  tlie  owner  required  by 
the  Constitution  slioif  f  be  actually  ascertained,  but  it  la 
sufficient  if  an  adequate  remedy  is  provided  by  which  lie 
can  obtain  compensation  without  any  unreasonable  delay. 
The  act  in  question  gives  to  the  owner  of  a  lot  in  Pens 
street,  to  which  land  bounded  by  the  Alleghany  river  Is  ap- 
purtenant, and  to  whom  the  right  of  landing  on  said  river 
belongs,  an  adequate  remedy  for  the  appropriation,  liy  thv 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  of  said  land  ajid  riglii  of  landing  by  th* 
opening  of  Duquesne  way."  (Pittsburgh  rs.  Scott,  1  Peiin 
State  Kep.,  309.) 

New  HaiTipshire: 

"The  Legislature  may  authorize  the  laying  out  of  a  com- 
mon public  higliway  over  a  road  made  by  a  turnpike  cor- 
poration, and  tlie  taking  ofthe  franchise  of  the  corpora  tior, 
for  that  purpose,  notwithstanding  the  charter  of  tlie  corpo 
ration  is  still  In  force,  and  the  corporation  in  possession  o' 
the  road  constructed  by  virtue  of  It,  provided  compensatioi- 
is  made  to  tlie  corporation  for  their  property  thus  lalien.' 
(Barber  vs.  Andover,  8  New  Hampshire,  398.) 

"  In  the  exercise  ofthe  power  of  emlnentdomain  a  par 
ofthe  whole  ofthe  franchise  and  property  ofa  corporation 
however  exclusive  or  ancient  the  grant,  may  be  taken  for 
public  use,  upon  suitable  compensation  IJeing  made." 
(Crosby  vs.  Hanover,  36  New  Hampshire,  404.) 

"  A  private  corporation,  created  ibr  tlie  purpose  of  mak- 
ing a  road  open  to  public  travel,  upon  payment  of  a  fixed 
toll,  may  be  authorized  by  the  Legistature  to  take  land  for 
the  road  without-the  owner's  consent,  upon  payment  of  a 
just  compensation,  to  be  determfned  in  some  reasonable 
and  convenient  method."     (35  New  Hampshire,  134.) 

"  But  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  should  give  him  tlie  right 
to  try  the  question  of  damages  by  a  jury."  (Petition  ofthe 
Mount  Washington  Road  Company,  35  New  Hampsliire, 
134.) 

Connecticut: 

"  The  obligation  to  make  compensation  for  the  taking  of 
private  property  for  public  use  Is  commensurate  witli  the  ■ 
right  so  to  take  It.  (Reynolds  us.  Reynolds,  15  Conn.,  84.) 
And  Injury  to  land,  wliich  deprives  the  owner  ofthe  ordi- 
nary use  of  it,  is  equivalent  to  a  '  taking'  ot  the  land  ;  and 
where  no  compensation  is  provided  for  or  made  to  the 
owner  for  the  Injury  sustained,  he  is  entitled  to  recover 
damages  for  such  injury."  (Hooker  vs.  Canal  Company, 
14  Connecticut,  146.) 

New  Jersey: 

"  A  partial  destruction  or  diminution  of  value  is  a  taking 
of  private  property."  (Gloverus.  Powell,  2  Stockton,  New 
Jersey  R., 211.) 

"Government  cannot  take  away  private  rights  and  prop- 
erty for  public  pur|)Oses  without  allowing  coni(iensation." 
(Ten  Eyck  vs.  Delaware  and  Raritaii  Canal,  3  Harrington, 
200.) 

"  Under  the  constitution  of  New  Jersey,  adopted  June 
29,  1844,  an  act  ofthe  Legislature  cannot  authorize  a  rail- 
road company  incorporated  by  it  to  take  land  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  road  without  first  making  compensalion 
therefor  to  the  owner."  (Doughty  vs.  Tin;  Somerville  and 
Easton  Railroad  Company,  3  Halst.  Ch.  R.,  51.) 

"  'J'he  soil  of  a  public  liighway,  If  owne<l  by  an  individ- 
ual, is  private  property,  and  cannot  constitutionally  he  taken 
Ibr  any  other  public  use  (such  as  a  railroad)  without  com- 
pensation." (Starr  vs.  Cauidcn  Railroad  Company,  4 
Zalvis,  New  Jersey,  592.) 

Maryland: 

"  The  owner  of  a  lot  lying  on  the  bed  of  a  street  which 
is  taken  for  public  use  Is  entilled  to  a  compensation  for  it 
precisely  as  if  no  such  street  was  opened  over  it."  (Moale 
vs.  The  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore,  5  Maryland, 
314.) 
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"Tim  lijjlil  of  omiiient  iloiiiiun  givos  to  (lie  Icgislalivi; 
auilmrily  tlic  conirol  of  privatf  proprny  lor  pulilic  uses, 
hUlijocl  to  thocimiliiioii  iliat  a  rcasnualilo  ami  jii-l  coiiipiii- 
saliiiri  sliall  In:  made  to  ilio  owner  wliiMHVcr  Ills  (iropcrty 
is  takrii."  (Ilainlltoii  is.  Alinapiilis  ami  ICIk  Uiil^i'  Uail- 
riiad  CoMipaiiy,  1  Maryland  Cliaii.  Uecis.,  107,ui/io  17,  48, 
.-)0,  5-2.) 

'■■  It  in  a  portion  oC  the  inliorcnt  sovprel';tity  of  a  State, 
wlicii  puhlic  ncoi'ssily  or  ulilit>'  re<iiiir<'s  il,  to  appropriate 
to  the  public  use  private  property,  upon  securing  to  the 
owner  a  just  compensation  for  any  injury  he  may  receive.. 
Tliis  is  an  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  as  con- 
tradistingui.-lied  from  the  taxing  power."  (5  Maryland, 
■JH.) 

"  In  Maryland  the  right  of  eminent  domain  does  not  au- 
thorize the  Uovcrnmenl  to  take  private  property  for  public 
uses  without  making  compensation  to  the  owner,  even  if 
there  were  no  provision  in  the  constilMtion  restricling  it; 
hut  such  appnipiiation  by  law,  without  compensation, 
woulil  III' ill  coiillict  with  the  sixth  and  iwenty-fnst  articles 
iif  the  hill  of  rights."  (Harncs  vs.  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  (,'ompany,  1  Maryland  Chan.  Decis.,  248.) 

"The  eonisliiutional  prohibition  against  taking  private 
property  for  public  u.se  until  compensation  has  been  [laid  or 
tendered  means  the  actual  taking,  and  not  the  preliminary 
steps  of  surveying  and  assessment  of  damages,  which  do 
not  retiuire  such  tender  in  order  to  \ui  legal."  (Stewart  i>s. 
Mayor  of  Baltimore,  7  Maryland,  5U0.) 

North  Carolina: 

"'I'lie  twenty  first  section  of  the  Tennessee  bill  of  rightp, 
declaring  "that  no  man's  particular  services  shall  be  de- 
innndvd  or  property  taken  or  applied  to  public  use  without 
the  consent  of  his  representatives  or  without  compensa- 
tion being  made  therefor,'  means  that  property  shall  be 
taken  only  when  the  Legislature  have  authorized  such 
taking  by  a  previous  law,  under  such  regulations  to  prevent 
nhuse  and  oppression  as  their  wisdom  may  prescribe." 
(Barrow  vs.  Paige,. t  Haywood,  97.) 

"A  division  of  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
though  he  could  procure  forage,  &c.,  in  no  otiier  way,  was 
held  to  be  an  actionable  trespass  upon  theowii/sr. "  (5 
Haywood,  97.) 

Oliio: 

"  The  property  of  a  man  which  has  been  appropriated  to 
public  use  mtfst  be  held  to  be  t.'iJtiV\  within  the  moaning  of 
tlio  constitution  of  Ohio,  of  1802,  %  jier  an  ordinance  to  that 
cffeit  has  been  passed.  If  compensation  is  .secured  before 
the  property  is  taken,  it  is  sullicieiit.  It  need  not  be  act- 
ually paid  to  the  owner."  (Jackson  vs.  Winn,  4  Liltell, 
323.  Sec  also  Mercer  vs.  McWilliams,  Wright,  13-2;  Hates 
i<s.  Cooper,  Mamon,  Ohio,  11.5;  Young  vs.  Buckingham, 
.'">  Ifamon.  Ohio,  -ISj;  Wellyard  vs.  Hamilton,  7  Hanion, 
Ohio,  pan  2,  no.) 

'•Threes  disinterested  freeholders  of  the  county  where 
the  property  is  silualed,  appointed  by  a  judge  of  a  court  of 
record,  are  a  siiftieieut  tribunal  to  assess."  ((Cleveland 
and  I'itisburgli  Uailroad  Co.,  5  Ohio,  new  series,  140.) 

Wisconsin: 

".•\cu  authorizing  the  flowing  of  lands  of  others  by  the 
erection  of  mill  dams  are  constitutional  if  they  providedue 
compensation  therefor,  such  flowing  being  taken  for  public 
use."     (Shien  vs.  Voegtlander,  3  VViseonsin,  461.) 

"  Open,  uncultivated,  and  uninclosed  land,  when  owned 
hy  individuals,  is  private  property  within  the  meaning  of 
that  article  in  the  (Jonstitution  which  prohibits  the  taking 
of  such  property  for  public  use  without  compensation." 
(Norton  vs.  i'eck,  3  Wisconsin,  714.; 

"A  plea  of  ju.stification  of  taking  land  for  a  highway  is 
bad  if  it  omit  to  set  forth  that  any  damages  were  awarded 
or  compensation  njado  for  such  taking,  according  to  the 
Conttiiuiion."    (Norton  vs.  Peck,  3  Wisconsin,  714.) 

Gcoi'gia: 

"'J'he  right  of  cmineHt  domain,  hy  which  the  State  of 
Georgia  is  authorized  to  lake  private  property  for  public 
use,  when  the  nucessities  of  the  country  re(|uire  it,  is  an 
iidieient  right  of  the  (iovernment ;  although,  umler  the  coii- 
stiiution,coni))ensation  must  be  made  to  tlieownerof  prop- 
erty so  taken."     (Young  rs.  Harrison,  6  Gemgia,  130.) 

"  'I'hc  Georgia  act  of  lb3'l  authorized  the  inferior  courts 
of  the  several  counties  in  the  State  to  grant  the  rightof  pri- 
vali!  ways,  in  certain  c;isns,  but  conlained  no  provision  for 
making  any  just  conipensatitm  to  ilic  owner  of  the  lands 
which  might  he  l.iken  for  sneh  privaie  ways.  Held  that  it 
was  unconstitutional  and  void."  (iirewer  vs.  Bowman,  9 
Gfiirgia,  .•J7.) 

"  Till'  general  rule  is,  that  private  ptopcrty  cannot  be  taken 
for  public  use"withoni  just  compensation,  and  cannot  be  so 
l:iken  without  an  actof  ilie  Legislature  authorizing  it,  and 
the  art  muKl  make  provision  fortheeompensation."  (Park- 
ham  IS.  ']'he  Justices,  &.e.,  iJecatur  county,  9  Georgia, 
311.^ 

"  I'liat  provision  of  tlie  FediTal  CouErtilntion  which  pro- 
hibits the  taking  of  privaf  properly  lor  public  use  without 
ju.-t  eompen.«ation  was  lidrl  to  be  nti  allirmanee  of  a  great 
principle  of  the  cominiMi  law."     (9  Georgia,  341.) 

''The  value  of  land  taken  for  public  use  is  not  restricted 
to  its  agrlculiiiral  or  [utidueiive  rpialltics,  hut  imiuiry  may 
he  made  <ui  to  all  other  legitimate  purposes  to  which  the 
property  could  be  appropriated."  (Harrison  vs.  Young,  9 
Georgia,  3.')9.) 

''  It  should  require  u  strong  case  to  justify  the  courts  in 
interfiring  with  priv.-ite  rights,  except  for  public  purposes, 
and  iniikinga  ju-t  compensation ;  that  Is  going  ipiite  far 
enough."     (lloyst'Mi  vs.  Royslon,  21  Gemgla  J{.,  Hil.) 

"The  Legislature  cannot  divest  n  man  of  his  property 
against  Ills  will  wlihout  compensation."  (Powersi-s.  Arin- 
Hlrong,  iyGeiiigia,427.) 

"  III  oiher  I'ases  parties  taking  private  property  without 
fir-t  making  ciMiipensation  may  he  enjoined."  (37  Missis- 
sippi. M  (Jcorcia,  172.) 

"  111  i.siimaiiiig  daiiiagf  s  lo  which  a  parly  is  ciililled 
wlio.se  lanil  has  In  in  taken  for  the  purpose  of  a  levee,  no 
deduction  c'aii  <'onlllulioiially  he  made  for  probable  bru- 
i^fits  In  ri!i*ull  to  him  from  saving  his  properly  from  a  pros- 
pective dood."     (37  AlihslsHippi,  S  Georgia,  172.) 


Tennessee: 

"  When  land  is  taken  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad, 
the  'just  compcnsaliou'  which  the  Constitution  secures  to 
the  owner  is  the  value  of  the  land  .'it  the  time  it  is  taken, 
without  dedueling  tlierefioni  any  benefit  or  advantage  he 
may  in  fact  or  by  supposition  derive  from  the  making  of 
the  road  in  the  appreeiulion  of  his  remaining  land  or  other- 
wise. But  so  far  as  incidental  benefits  and  damages  are 
involved,  the  Legishiiure  may  take  such  regulations  as  arc 
deemed  proper  in  the  way  of  placing  one  as  a  set-ofl"  against 
the  others.  ( Woodftild  vs.  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Uail- 
road Company,  2  Swan,  Tennessee,  422.) 

Mississippi: 

"The  Legislature  has  general  power  to  pass  laws  pro- 
viding for  measures  of  internal  improvement  of  the  public 
rivers  and  other  highways  within  the  limits  of  the  Slate, 
subject  only  to  the  restrictions  and  limitaijmis  in  the  con- 
siiiution.  One  of  these  restrictions  is,  that  private  pro|)- 
erty  shall  not  be  taken  or  applied  to  the  public  use  without 
just  coinpeiisiitioii.  This  clause  applies  to  property  of  a 
specific,  llxi.'d,  and  tangible  nalure,capableof  being  had  in 
possession  and  transmitted  to  another,  as  houses,  lands, 
and  chattels."  (Hoinochitto  lUverus.  Withers,  29  Missis- 
sippi K.,  7  Cushing,  page  21.) 

"  Without  compensation,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
preliniiiiary  examinations  and  surveys  before  the  location 
of  the  road,  private  property  may  be  taken."  (25  Missis- 
sippi, 4  Jones,  277.) 

'■  Under  the  provision  of  the  bill  of  rights  of  Mississippi, 
'that  no  person's  property  shall  be  laken  or  applied  to  pub- 
lic use  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature, and  without 
ajust  cnnipeiisation  first  being  inailr  therefor,'  the  conipen- 
salion  iiinst  precede  the  seizure  for  public  uses."  (Thomp- 
son I'..  Grand  Gulf  Uailroad  and  Banking  Company,  3  How- 
ard, Mississippi  li.,  240.) 

'■  A  provision,  therefore,  in  the  charter  of  a  railroad  cor- 
poratiun,  authorizing  the  cimipaiiy  to  take  the  land  of  indi- 
viduals without  providing  for  such  previous  compensation, 
is  void."     (3  Howard,  Mississiiipi,  240.) 

"  When,  and  only  when,  the  public  necessity  is  so  ur- 
gent as  lo  admit  of  no  delay,  property  may  be  taken  with- 
out first  making  eoinpensation."  (Penrice  vs.  Wallis,  37 
Mississippi,  8  Georgia  172.) 

"  Under  a  constitution  providing  that  private  property 
cannot  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compensation, 
it  would  be  incompetent  for  the  Legislature  to  declare  that 
in  assessing  the  compensation  the  benefits  to  be  derived  hy 
the  landowner  from  the  public  n^e  of  his  land  slunild  be 
taken  into  account."  (Nevv'ly  rs.  Platte  County,  S.'i  Mis- 
sissiiipi, 4  Jones,  258.) 

'•Under  the  general  railroad  law  of  Missouri,  no  entry 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  railroad  upon  land  taken 
under  the  right  of  eminent  domain  can  be  justified  until 
the  compensation  has  been  actually  paid."  (Walther  vs. 
Warner,  25  Mississippi,  4  Jones,  dw.) 

Indiana: 

"The  constitution  of  Indiana,  articles  one  and  seven,  doei; 
not  require  that  compensation  shall  he  made  before  private 
property  is  taken  for  public  uses  (McCormick  vs.  La  Fay- 
ette, 1  Carter,  Indiana,  48.) 

"  When  a  public  work  is  authorized  by  the  Legislature, 
and  a  mode  of  obtaining  compensation  for  private  properly 
taken  therefor  is  specifically  prescribed,  such  compensa- 
tion must  be  sought  in  the  manner  so  prescribed,  and  not 
otherwise."  (Kimble  fs.  The  White  Water  Valley  Canal 
Co.,1  Carter,  Indiana,  285.) 

California: 

"The  compensation  must  be  the  value  of  the  property  at 
the  time  of  the  payment."  (13  California,  306.) 

"Ample  means  of  eompeiisatioii  must  be  provided  bpfore 
private  property  can  be  taken  for  |mblic  uses,  or  an  injunc- 
tion will  issue  against  the  State  ministerial  officers.  (.Mc- 
Cann  vs.  Sierra  (.bounty,  7  California,  121.) 

"Private  pioprrij  caiinnt  he  taken  by  a  municipal  cor- 
poration for  piililie  use  wi1hoiitcom|)Piisation  or  provision 
therefor,  and  if  none  is  made  the  party  may  retake  the  prop- 
erly."    (Colton  vs.  Kossi,  9  California,  595.) 

"  Damages  must  be  paid  or  secured  before  the  property 
is  taken."  (Bensley  i,s.  Mountain  Lake,&.c.  Co.,  13  Cali- 
fornia li.,  30ti.) 

"No right  accrues  to  the  taker  until  such  payment  be 
made,  or  security  be  given."     (13  (California,  306.) 

"  Private  properly  cannot  he  laken  for  public  use  without 
cnintieiisation  being  made  before  the  citizen  is  divested  of 
his  rights."  (San  Francisco  I's.  Scott,  4  California  U.,  114.) 

Virginia: 

"The  franchise  as  well  as  the  property  of  the  citizen  may 
fie  taken  for  public  uses,  upon  milking  just  cmnpensation 
therefor."  (James  Uiver  and  Kan.  Co.  vs.  Tliompsoii,  3 
Gratten,270.) 

"  Private  property  may  be  taken  for  public  use,  provided 
that  in  all  cases  just  compensation  is  made  to  the  owner." 
(l)onnaber  Ks.  State,  S.  &M.,649.) 

Massachusetts: 

"  It  is  incident  to  the  sovereignty  of  every  Government 
that  it  may  take  private  property  for  public  use,  of  the 
necessity  or  expediency  of  which  the  (Government  must 
judge.  But  the  obligation  to  make  just  compensation  is 
concomitant  with  the  right."  (I'er  Baldwin  J.,  1  Baldwin 
220;  per  Lane  J.,  4  Hanion's  Ohio,  253;  ('ooper  is.  Wil- 
liams, 7  Greeiileaf,  273;  Spring  rv.  liiissell,  3  Watts,  294  ; 
Henry  IS.  Uiiderwimd,  1  Dana,  247 ;  (J'Haia  rs.  Lexington, 
&c.,  Uailroad  Company,  1  Danji,  232;  Perry  vs.  Wilson,  7 
Ma9s.,3'J5.) 

The  numerous  nulhoritiea  cited,  with  wliioli 
tliere  are  none  in  ronflicf,  clearly  (Nstnbli.<ih  lhe.«!e 
nn.silioiis:  fn'.«t,  that  private  properly  can  be  taken 
by  the  Government  of  llie  XJniied  Slates,  or  of  llie 
.seviual  .States,  otily  for  iiublic  use;  second,  that 
the  owner  ih  entitled  to  life  fair  and  rea.soiiablc 
inlrindc  viUue  of  tlic  properly;  third,  that  ihcua- 


certainment  of  that  value  is  a  judicial  question, 
and  the  mode  of  ascertaining  it  a  judicial  or  quasi- 
judicial  proceeding,  and  therefore  not  to  be  done 
by  Congress  or  the  Legislatures  of  the  Slates,  be- 
cause their  powers  and  functions  are^exclusively 
legislative;  fourth,  the  value  of  the  property  must 
be  paid  or  secured  to'tlie  owner  before  it  can  be 
legally  taken  from  hint,  otherwise  ilie  titleremains 
with  him  unimpaired,  and  any  person  disturbing 
his  possession  of  it  is  a  trespasser  and  subjects 
himself  to  a  suit;  fifth,  the  chancellor  will  upon 
application  restrain  the  officer,  United  States  or 
State,  froin  taking  possession  of  the  property  or 
interfering  with  the  owner  in  its  use;  sixth,  until 
the  value  of  the  property  as  determined  by  the 
contract  of  the  owner,  or  by  some  judicial  mode 
of  proceeding,  is  i>aid  or  secured  to  the  owner,  he 
has  the  right  to  liold  possession  of  the  property 
against  any  and  all  United  States  or  State  officers, 
and  to  repel  all  forcible  attempts  to  divest  him 
of  it  with  the  force  necessary  and  proper  for  that 
end,  and  if  il  result  in  slaying  tiie  official  tres- 
passer he  will  be  excused  as  he  would  be  if  the 
trespasser  was  an  unofficial  person. 

The  taking  of  private  property  against  the  con- 
sent of  the  owner  is  one  of  the  highest  and  most 
repulsive  acts  of  political  sovereignty ;  hence  gen- 
eral law  and  the  constitutions  of  the  United  Stales 
and  most  of  the  States  allow  this  to  be  done  only 
for  pn,blicuse.  That  is,  as  a  necessary  agency  to  be 
used  in  some  operation  or  business  of  Govern- 
ment; and  the  cases  in  which  it  can  be  legitimately 
taken  are  to  be  adjudged  by  the  general  and  com- 
bined principle  of  delegation,  limilation,  and  re- 
striction winch  pervades  the  Constitution  and  the 
Government  it  forms.  We  are  now  in  a  great 
war  to  put  down  the  biggest  rebellion  that  ever 
loomed  up  in  the  civilized  world.  Soldiers  and 
supplies  are  necessary  to  enable  the  Government 
to  carry  on  this  war.  That  is  the  legitimate  oper- 
ation of  the  Government.  Granting  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  have  slave  men  as  soldiers  to  fight  our 
battles  against  the  rebels,  and  to  enable  the  white 
men  of  the  loyal  States  to  hold  the  country  and 
enforce  its  laws,  you  do  not  propose  lo  makesol- 
diers  of,  or  lo  appropriate  to  any  military  service 
their  wives  and  children,  but  only  to  free  them  to 
stimulate  their  husbands  lo  volunteer  into  the  mili- 
tarj'  service,  when,  according  lo  your  assumed 
power,  you  can  conscript  and  force  into  the  Army 
both  the  loliite  man  and  the  jieg?-o.  This  is  truly 
a  war  measure  not  against  the  rebels,  but  against 
slavery  and  the  loyal  owners  of  slaves. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Will  i\iy  friend  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question.' 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Has  he  any  doubt  that 
if  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  Governmeiit,  in 
the  pursuit  of  the  accomplishment  of  a  public  ob- 
ject, absolutely  to  destroy  property  belonging  to 
an  individual,  they  have  a  right  to  do  so,  and  that 
that  is  taking  the  properly  for  public  use  although 
they  iriake  no  use  of  it.' 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Why,  sir,  I  read  two  decisions, 
one  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  other  of  the 
Court  of  Claims,  the  oilier  day  to  establish  that 
pro|iosition — tlie  o|")inion  rendered  by  Judge  Wil- 
moi,  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  an  oj)inion  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  by  Judge  Taney,  in  a  case 
arising  in  the  Mexican  war. 

Mrl'FESSENDEN.  Then  they  are  not  bound 
to  use  the  )iroperly. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  They  do  use  it.  They  use  it 
for  the  purpose  of  destruction,  and  to  prevent 
it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  that 
is  a  universal  miliUiry  use  of  property.  Both  of 
those  courts  decided  this  other  principle  also, 
that  the  property  must  lie  of  such  achHiacler  as 
that  the  enemy  could  and  jirobably  would  useil, 
to  make  the  Government  responsible,  and  unless 
the  case  had  those  features  the  officer  would  not 
be  authorized  to  take  or  destroy  the  properly  or 
the  Government  liable  for  its  value;  but  the  offi- 
cer would  be  simply  a  tii^spasser  and  |)ersonally 
lespqiisible  by  the  suitof  the  owner  for  tlic prop- 
erly. .  • 

IJutgranting  everything  that  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  claims,  still  it  leaves  inexorably 
upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States  its  plain 
con.-stilutional  obligation  (o  make  a  just  anil  fair 
compensation  to  the  owners  of  such  tjluves  as 
may  be  taken  in  virtue  of  the  bill  that  is  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  if  it  shall  pass. 

But,  air,  the  proposition  in  the  bill  that  I  am 
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debating  surpasses  in  assurance  and  injiisticn  all 
that  I  liave  ever  known  by  experience,  reading, 
or  tradition.  The  one  before  this^wliich  culmi- 
nated all  others  coming;  to  my  knowledge,  was  to 
this  effect:  two  chums,  that  had  had  previously 
tolerable  relations,  had  fallen  into  somewhat  se- 
rious misunderstanding,  about  like  Kentucky  and 
Massachusetts  at  this  time.  One  said  to  the  other 
rather  savagely  "  I'll  fix  you,  "and  set  about  heat- 
ing a  poker  that  was  hard  by;  and  when  he  had 
got  it  to  a  white  heat  insisted  that  he  would  run 
it  up  the  fundament  of  the  other.  But  he  met  with 
such  earnest  protest  and  earnest  resistance  that 
he  agreed  to  desist,  on  condition  that  the  other 
would  pay  him  for  heating  the  poker.  The  pro- 
pounder  of  this  speculation  must  have  been  a  gen- 
uine Massachusetts  Yankee.  But  it  falls  far  short 
of  the  cour/?eof  the  Administration  audits  friends 
to  the  border  slave  States.  From  the  beginning, 
and  while  they  were  making  such  solemn  assev- 
erations to  the  contrary,  they  intended  to  rob  us 
of  our  slaves.  They  not  only.concealed  theirpur- 
pose,  but  vowed  that  their  only  purpose  was  to 
reinstate  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  their 
Constitution  and  laws  in  the  revolted  States,  and 
not  interfere  with  the  constitutional  powers,  rights, 
and  dignity  of  the  rebel,  much  less  of  the  loyal 
slave  States.  They  thus  deceived  and  cajoled  the 
border  slave  States  into  the  war.  They  all  have 
furnished  their  proportion  of  soldiers  to  put  down 
the  rebellion  and  to  appease  the  appetite  of  the 
Moloch  of  war  for  blood.  They  have  become 
bound  for  their  part  of  our  war  debt,  that  has  in- 
ci-eased  and  is  increasing  to  such  an  enormous 
amount  that  all  the  resources  of  an  overtax-ed  peo- 
ple will  soon  be  insufficient  to  meet  its  interest. 
A  national  debt  of  |,5, 000,000, 000,  and  the  interest 
and  current  expenses  of  the  Government  requir- 
ing $400,000,000  annually.  The  party  in  power 
are  movingalso  in  seemingsteady  and  triumpliant 
march  upon  freeing,  by  the  power  of  our  common 
armies  and  navies,  of  more  than  five  hundred  thou- 
sand slaves  belonging  to  people  who  are  loyal  and 
not  rebels  and  vi^orth  pOO,000,000.  They  at  the 
same  time  subvert  all  our  personal  rights  and 
liberties  and  grind  us  to  the  dust  by  the  weight 
and  tyratWies  ofan  organized  military  despotism. 
These  usurpers  and  oppressors  are  seizing  upon 
our  able-bodied  negro  slaves  and  organizmgthem 
into  a  standing  army  already  numbering  nearly 
one  hundred  thousand  men,  and  to  be  augmented 
far  beyond  those  figures,  to  liold  us  in  hapless  and 
hopeless  political,  social,  and  commercial  servi- 
tude to  themselves.  They  run  the  glowing  polit- 
ical poker  up  and  clear  through  us,  and  also  re- 
quire us  to  pay  them  for  heating.  '  • 

But  such  a  state  of  things  cannot  continue  al- 
ways. Belshazzar  and  his  host  are  now  drunk 
and  feasting;  but  Cyrus  and  the  Persians  will 
soon  be  u]ion  them.  The  aroused  American  free- 
men will  effect  their  own  deliverance  at  the  ides 
of  nextNovember.  Military  oppression  and  op- 
pressors will  then  be  put  down.  Liberty  accord- 
ing to  the  Constitution  and  laws  will  then  be  re- 
stored. The  nightmare  of  martial  law  and  des- 
potism will  then  be  removed  from  the  civil  courts. 
Void  acts  of  indemnity  and  limitation  will  then  be 
swept  away  as  cobwebs,  and  great  and  little  de- 
linquents, Lincoln,  Stanton,  Thomas,  and  Butler, 
and  their  hosts  will  beheld  to  such  accountability 
and  retribution  as  was  Wall,  a  governor  of  An- 
gora, a  J'ritish  colony,  who,  by  the  instrument- 
ality of  a  di-um-head  court-martial,  committed  a 
military  murder  on  a  British  soldier,  and  return- 
ing to  England  twenty  years  after  the  crime,  was 
indicted  in  one  of  the  courts  of  Westminster, 
tried,  and  by  its  stern  but  just  judgment  sentenced 
to  be  executed  as  a  murderer.  When  ourconfid- 
ing  but  most  outraged  countrymen  once  more  re- 
gain liberty  regulated  by -Constitution  and  law, 
and  able,  just,  and  im)xu-tial  courts,  it  will  be  the 
most  glorious  jubilee  ever  vouchsafed  by  Flcaven 
to  man. 

^  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark.) 
The  question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  DAVIS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  called  for  the  readingof  the 
amendment  to  the  irmendment;  and  it  was  read. 

Mr.COLLAMER.  1  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  to  insert  "loyal"  bclVtre  "own- 


Mr.  DAVIS.  The  word  "loyal"  is  already 
in  before  the  word  "  owner"  w^here  it  first  occurs; 
but  I  am  willing  to  repeat  it  at  each  place  where 
the  word  "  owner"  occurs. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Mr.  Preshlent,  if  I  be- 
lieved that  slaves  were  property,  if  I  entertained 
on  that  question  the  same  views  which  are  enter- 
tained by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Da- 
vis,] I  siiould  certainly  vote  for  his  amendment. 
If  I  believed  that  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  slaves  are  property  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  honorable  Senator  regards  them,  I 
should  support  his  amendment.  But  as  I  do  not 
believe  that  a  human  being  who  is  in  the  Consti- 
tution denominated  a  "person"  is  to  be  regarded 
as  property  in  the  same  sense  in  which  a  horse 
or  a  mule  is  considered  property,  I  dissent  en- 
tirely from  ihe  positions  he  has  assumed. 

This  bill,  Mr.  President,  is  to  give  freedom  to 
the  wives  and  children  of  the  soldiers  who  fight 
our  battles  for  the  Government  and  for  freedom. 
It  has  been  claimed  that  if  this  bill  shall  pass  it 
will  work  the  emancipation  of  the  whole  negro 
race  within  the  United  States.  It  has  also  been 
argued  that  it  is  unjust  to  free  the  wife  and  chil- 
dren of  a  soldier  in  our  Army  where  they  belong 
to  or  are  claimed  as  the  slaves  of  a  loyal  man. 
To  this  I  answer  that  it  will  be  equally  unjust  to 
free  the  soldier  himself  where  he  belongs  to  a  party 
who  is  loyal  to  the  Government.  Yet  nobody 
claims — even  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will 
hardly  assume— that  this  Government  can  afford 
to  commit  an  act  so  atrocious  as  to  call  upon  a 
slave  to  serve  in  our  armies  and  then  remand  him 
back  to  slavery  again  after  he  shall  have  aided 
in  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion  by  his  valor 
and  his  bravery  upon  the  battle-field.  No  civil- 
ized nation- wa^ever  guilty  of  such  barbarity,  and 
no  nation  in  this  age  of  Christian  civilization  can 
stand  up  before  the  enlightened  public  sentiment 
of  the  world  and  justify  such  a  course. 

I  am  free  for  myself  to  say  that  I  am  not  only 
in  favor  of  emf)loying  all  the  slaves  which  can  be 
mustered  into  our  armies  for  the  suppression  of 
this  rebellion,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  bur- 
dens of  this  war  from  the  shoulders  of  the  white 
young  men  of  the  couintry,  but  I  favor  it  also  for 
the  reason  that  1  believe  it  will  tend  to  work  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves  everywhere.  I  think, 
Mr.  President,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
have  settled  down  upon  the  conviction,  first,  that 
this  Government  is  to  be  one  Government — not 
two  Governments,  nor  three,  nor  twenty,  nor 
thirty  Governments — but  one  Government;  sec- 
ondly, and  that  it  is  to  be  a  free  Government"; 
that  when  tliis  war  shall  have  ended  a  slave  will 
not  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  United 
States;  that  there  will  be  no  more  market-places 
where  men  and  women  and  children  are  bought 
and  sold.  There  are  to  be  no  more  slaveholding 
tyrants  to  rule  the  political  aflairs  of  this  nation, 
and  none  of  that  influence  lefthei'eafter  to  destroy 
the  peace,  the  happiness,  and  the  prosperity  of 
this  people. 

The  Senator, from  Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson] 
the  other  day  stated,  if  my  memory  serves  me 
correctly,  that  no  warrant  could  be  found  in  the 
Constitution  for  the  employment  of  the  slaves  of 
loyal  masters  without  compensation  being  first 
made  therefor,  and  that  the  warrant  for  this  meas- 
ure, if  any  there  be,  must  be  found  in  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.  And  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Sherman]  asked,  "has  Congress  or  the 
President  power  to  employ  slaves  in  the  military 
service.'"  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  1  shall  not 
stop  to  inquire  whether  th?  employment  of  slaves 
as  soldiers  is  constitutional  or  unconstitutional, 
whether  it  be  legal  or  illegal.  The  question  with 
me  is,  and  the  only  question  is,  is  it  necessary; 
does  the  great  law  of  necessity,  that  law  which  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  speaks  of  as  the  "higher 
law,"  the  law  above  the  Constitulion,  require  or 
justify  it.'  And  need  anyone  doubt  on  this  ques- 
tion.? After  nearly  three  years  of  bloody,  ex- 
hausting war,  a  war  which  has  taxed  to  the  ut- 
most the  resources  of  the  country  and  wasted  the 
most  precious  blood  of  the  nation,  it  seems  to  me 
that  no  one  should  hesitate  as  to  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  invoke  all  the  power  of  the  nation 
to  suppress  this  rebellion. 

If  the  necessiiy  does  not  now  exist  for  calling 
upon  the  able-bodied  negroes  to  rally  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government,  when,  in  Heaven's  name, 
can  such  a  necessity  uri.-je.'    Has  tiiere  not  already 


been  suffering  enough.'  FTave  the  sacrifices  not 
yet  been  great  enough  .'  Have  not  enough  of  the 
accomplished  young  men  of  the  country,  the  pride 
of  the  loyal  States,  been  offered  upupon  thealtar 
of  their  country  to  satisfy  us  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  avail  itself  of  every  means  in 
its  power  to  crush  out  now  and  forever  this  ac- 
cursed rebellion,  together  with  thatmostatrocious 
system  of  slavery  which  warmed  it  into  life  and 
gave  it  all  the  vitality  and  power  it  ever  pos- 
sessed ? 

I  cannot  state  from  personal  knowledge  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  free  States  of  the  North,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  the  young  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent;  but  as  for  Minnesota, 
I  feel  competent  to  answer  for  her.  She  had  just 
entered  the  Union  as  a  State  when  this  rebellion 
broke  out.  She  had  not  yet  recovered  from  the 
depressing  influences  of  the  financial  crisis  of  1857 
and  1858,  and  the  people  were  not  prepared  to 
meet,  without  great  sacrifices,  the  demands  which 
the  country  made  upon  them.  But,  notwithstand- 
ing this,  they  responded  to  the  first  call  that  was 
made  upon  the  State  by  the  President,  and,  leav- 
ing their  families  upon  an  exposed  frontier,  they 
rushed  to  the  defense  of  the  capital  of  the  nation. 
From  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  to  the 
present  hour,  Minnesota  has  responded  to  every 
call  that  has  been  made  upon  her,  and  she  will 
still  continue  to  make  further  and  greater  sacrifices 
rather  than  see  the  Union,  which  h'er  people  love 
so  well,  broken  up  and  destroyed.  Better,  far 
better,  that  her  rich  fields  should  remain  untilled, 
their  golden  crops  of  wheat  sink  back  again  to 
-the  bosom  of  the  earth  from  which  they  sprang, 
or  that  the  women  and  children  should  be  left  a 
prey  to  the  merciless  Indian  savages  upon  the 
frontier,  than  that  libeiiy  should  perish  forever 
on  this  continent,  or  that  this  free  Government 
should  be  destroyed. 

I  know  that  it  has  been  said  that  the  life  of  our 
country  is  worth  all  the  best  white  blood  in  the 
nation ;  but  why  should  we  be  so  eager  to  expend 
it  when  there  is  in  our  midst  a  willing  element 
ready,  for  the  price  of  freedom,  to  take  a  part  of 
the  burdens  of  the  war  upon  its  shoulders.' 

Mr.  President,  from  the  commencement  of  this 
rebellion  to  the  present  hour  the  course  of  the 
Government  and  of  the  people  of  the  North  has 
been  strangely  inconsistent.  While  the  noblest 
and  the  best  sons  of  the  loyal  States  were  redden- 
ing every  rivulet  in  Virginia  with  their  blood,  and 
almost  every  sod  of  the  Old  Dominion  was  press- 
ing upon  the  grave  of  a  blue-eyed  soldier  of  the 
North,  v/e  turned  our  backs' coldly  upon  the  only 
friends  we  had  in  the  rebellious  States,  and  said 
to  them,  "You  are  black,  and  are  not  worthy  to 
suffer  and  die  for  freedom;  we  would  rather  lose 
our  own  liberties  than  to  give  freedom  to  a  nation 
of  slaves."  1  do  not  know  but  that  it  was  the 
design  of  Providence  to  blind  the  eyes  of  the 
people  of  the  North  to  their  true  interests  until 
they  had  paid  the  full  penalty  for  their  participa- 
tion in  the  great  crime  of  human  slavery  in  this 
Government.  There  is  a  retributive  justice  in  this 
war,  as  the  Senator  from  Maryland  said,  and  it 
is  visited  alike  upon  the  North  and  the  South, 
for  the  North  as  well  as  the  South  has  been  a 
guilty  participator  in  the  foulest  crime  that  ever 
blackened  the  character  of  a"nalion. 

It  was  but  the  other  day  that  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland  told  us  that  the  Constitution 
treated  the  slave  in  a  kind  of  double  character — 
that  of  a  person  and  also  as  property.  I  think 
he  said  that  it  had  been  often  held  by  our  courts 
that  while  the  Constitution  spoke  of  the  slave  as 
a  person  he  was  also  held  in  that  instrument  to  be 
properly  subject  to  all  the  conditions  of  other  prop- 
erty. These  decisions  to  which  the  honorable 
Senator  alludes  are  of  modern  origin.  The  Con- 
stitution nowhere  speaks  of  a  slave  as  property; 
but  wherever  any  allusion  is  made  to  that  class  of 
]ieo])le  they  are  spoken  of  as  persons.  This  fact 
seems  of  late  to  have  been  entirely  ignored  by 
the  whole  country,  and  particularly  by  the  Su- 
preme Court,  who,  by  a  long  series  of  decisions, 
have  attempted  to  establish,  as  constitutional  law, 
those  atrocious  features  of  human  slaviM'y  which 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  certainly  never 
expressed  in  that  instrument,  and  we  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  it  was  their  intention  that 
such  a  construction  should  be  placed  upon  it.  It 
is  one  of  the  crimes  of  the  nation  that  the  conati- 
tnleil  aiUhorities,  for  more  than  thirty  years  prior 
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to  the  breaking:  out  of  the  rebellion,  had  been 
steadily  yielding  to  the  inhuman  and  barbarous 
demands  of  the  slave  power,  until  at  last  the  Su- 
preme Court,  outrunning:  all  the  other  departments 
in  this  race  of  infamy,  declared  it  as  the  law  of 
the  land  that  "  no  blade  man  had  rights  which  a 
white  man  was  bound  to  respect." 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  who  is  not 
to-day  in  his  seat  [Mr.  Sherman]  seemed  in  his 
course  heretofore  to  be  tliorouglily  imbued  with 
the  idea  that  under  tiie  Constitution  the  human- 
ity of  the  slave  is  entirely  ignored,  and  that  he  can 
only  be  regarded  or  even  spoken  of  as  property, 
in  the  sense  in  which  we  speak  of  a  horse  or  a 
mule  as  property.  Even  the  conservative  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania,  [iVlr.  Cowan',]  who  al- 
ways speaks  with  great  clearness  and  force  upon 
CQnstitutional  and  legal  qQesiions,  said  in  debate 
on  this  floor,  not  long  since,  that  under  the  Con- 
stitution the  slave  was  only  regarded  as  a  person 
owing  allegisnce  to  the  United  Slates, and  as  such 
might  be  placed  in  the  arnnies  of  the  Union  to  serve 
as  other  soldiers  serve  in  defense  of  their  country. 
And  this  is  the  clear  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
Constitution ;  and  yet  as  a  people  we  have  labored 
hard  and  long,  against  the  plain  text  of  that  instru- 
ment, to  prove  that  a  slave  was  not  a  person,  with 
the  rights,  duties,  obligations,  and  securities  of 
persons,  but  that  he  was  property,  a  thing,  a 
chattel  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  with  no  more 
rights,  duties,  or  obligations  than  the  pig  or  the  calf. 

In  this  way  we,  as  a  Government,  in  our  power 
have  robbed  a  nation  of  three  or  four  million 
people  of  the  rights  which  God  gave  them.  We 
have  ground  them  to  the  earth;  and,  as  if  to  find 
some  excuse  for  the  wickedness  of  the  nation,  we 
have  attempted  to  fasten  this  crime  upon  the  fath- 
ers of  the  Republic.  We  have  by  judicial  decis- 
ions perverted  the  great  charter  of  freedom  by 
declaring  it  to  be  an  instrument  framed  in  the  in- 
terest of  slavery  and  in  direct  antagonisnrwwith 
freedom.  How  long  can  a  powerful  Government 
pursue  this  wicked  course  without  calling  down 
upon  the  heads  of  the  people  the  vengeance  of  a 
just  God.'  No  nation,  however  strong, can  long 
evade  this  vengeance  if  in  its  power  it  tramples 
upon  the  wealc.  Retributive  justice  will  sooner 
or  later  be  meted  out  to  the  oppressor.  From  the 
days  of  Egyptian  oppression,  from  the  time  when 
the  horses  and  their  riders  were  buried  together 
in  the  sea  to  the  present  hour,  no  nation  that  has 
oppressed  the  weak  has  long  evaded  that  venge- 
ance which  in  the  providence  of  God  is  repaid 
to  the  tyrant  and  oppressor.  That  vengeance  has 
at  last  come  upon  tlie  people  of  this  country.  It 
has  come,  not  with  pestilence  or  famine  to  cut  ofl' 
and  destroy  the  people,  but  it  has  come  with  the 
more  terrible  and  destructive  engines  of  war.  It 
is  cutting  down  the  flower  of  the  country  as  the 
mower  mows  down  the  grass  of  the  field.  We 
have  been  looking  on  at  this  work  of  destruction 
and  death  for  the  last  three  years;  we  have  seen 
two  hundred  thousand  of  our  brave  young  men 
cut  down  in  all  the  pride  and  strength  of  man- 
hood; we  have  seen  sorrow  and  affliction  and 
mourning  curried  to  the  door  of  every  household; 
wc  sec  the  weeds  of  mourning  everywhere  in  the 
streets;  and  yet  there  arc  those  among  us  who 
refuse  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  nature  of  this 
conflict!  Tliere  arc  those  who  still  tell  us  that 
we  must  not  give  freedom  to  the  slave  ! 

-  I  am  lold  that  the  people  of  my  State,  the  gal- 
lant young  State  of  Minnesota,  are  bound  by  the 
Constitution  and  laws  to  send  new  and  fresh  regi- 
ments into  the  field  to  march,  to  toil,  and  to  fight 
under  the  burning  summer  sun  in  the  southern 
States  for  the  suppression  of  this  slaveholders' 
rebellion;  that  they  are  bound  to  leave  their  bodies 
to  molder  away  in  a  distant  State,  to  leave  their 
wives  widows  and  their  children  or[)hans;  but 
that  we  must  not  call  upon  the  slaves  to  aid  us  in 
this  contest,  nor  must  wo  interfere  with  the  insti- 
tution of  .slavery,  which  institution  alone  has  been 
the  cause  of  all  the  suffering  and  di.strcss  which 
this  bloody  war  has  brought  upon  the  country. 

Mr.  PreKi(l(!nf,  is  it  not  time  that  the  eyes  of 
the  people  were  opened  .'  Have  we  not  semi  enough 
already  to  convince  even  the  moat  skeptical  that 
in  our  struggle  to  uphold  slavery  we  are  warring 
again.st  God?  I  regard  it  as  my  first  and  highest 
duty  as  a  servant  of  the  people,  acting  under  the 
solemnity  of  my  oath  of  office,  by  my  voice  and 
my  vote,  while  thirt  war  lasts,  to  strike  directly 
at  the  institution  of  slavery  in  this  country.      It 


is  the  chief  corner-stone  of  the  rebellion ;  and  as  I 
wish  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  as  the  most  prompt 
and  effective  means  to  produce  that  result  I  would 
strike  directly  at  the  foundation  on  which  it  rests. 
I  would  free  every  slave,  no  matter  whether  he 
was  claimed  by  a  rebel  in  arms  against  the  Gov- 
ernment or  whether  he  was  held  by  an  officer  who 
is  fighting  in  the  Union  armies.  I  would  "  let 
the  oppressed  go  free,"  and  I  would  muster  every 
able  male  slave  into  the  armies  of  the  Union  to 
fight  for  their  country  and  for  freedom. 

I  have  thus  felt  and  spoken  and  voted  ever  since 
this  rebellion  broke  out.  There  are  a  few  others 
around  me  on  this  floor  who  have,  from  the  be- 
ginning, steadilyand  consistently  acted  upon  the 
same  principle.  The  eloquent  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Sumner,]  the  just  and  uncom- 
promising Senator  from  Ohio  who  sit's  nearest  me, 
[Mr.  Wade,]  the  honorable  members  from  Iowa, 
[Messrs.  HARLANand  Griries,]  and  from  Michi- 
gan, [Messrs.  CnANDLERand  Howard,]  and, on 
the  other  side  of  the  Chamber,  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Maine,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  and  from  Kan- 
sas, [Mr.  Lane,]  have  never,  for  one  moment, 
hesitated  or  faltered  in  their  determination  to  de- 
stroy slavery  with  this  rebellion  since  it  assumed 
its  present  ]iroporl ions.  While  others,  more  timid, 
have  been  from  the  beginning  rolling  constitu- 
tional logs  in  the  way  of  our  armies,  these  hon- 
orable Senators  have  been  clearing  the  way  for 
the  rapid  and  triumphant  march  of  our  forces. 

Mr.  President,  on  the  second  day  of  last  month 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman] 
made  what  some  would  call  a  radical  speech,  to 
prove  that  it  was  right  to  employ  all  the  able- 
bodied  slaves  in  the  military  service  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  secure  them  their  freedom  upon  the 
rendition  of  such  service.  On  this  question  the 
honorable  Senator  said: 

"  I  say  from  tlie  beginning  we  should  have  armed  the 
slaves:  but  bel'ore  doing  so,  in  my  judgment,  we  ought  to 
secure  them  by  law,  by  a  great  guarantee,  in  which  you 
and  1  and  all  branches  of  the  Government  would  unite  in 
pledging  the  faith  of  the  United  States  that  forever  there- 
after they  should  hold  their  freedom  against  their  old  mas- 
ters." 

And  again,  as  to  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  free  the  mother,  wife,  and  children  of  the  sol- 
dier, the  Senator  used  this  language: 

"The  soldier  who  has  worn  our  uniform  and  served  un- 
der our  flag  must  not  hereal  ler  labor  as  a  slave.  Nor  would 
it  be  tolerable  that  his  wife,  his  mother,  or  liis  child  should 
be  the  property  of  another.  The  instinctive  feelitjgof  every 
man  of  generous  impulse  would  revolt  at  such  a  spectacle. 
The  guarantee  of  freedom  for  himself,  his  mother,  his  wife, 
and  his  child  is  the  inevitable  incident  of  the  employment 
of  a  slave  as  a  soldier." 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  noble  utterances,  and 
1  am  glad  for  the  opportunity  to  repeat  them  here. 
But  when  1  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable 
Senator  I  could  but  think  what  progress  had  been 
made  in  the  public  sentiment  of  the  country  within 
the  last  two  years.  Almost  simultaneously  with 
the  delivery  of  this  speech  in  the  Senate,  the  New 
York  Herald  came  to  us  containing  a  leading  edi- 
torial advocating  the  entire  radical  abolition  of 
slavery  throughout  the  United  States,  and  that  by 
constitutional  amendment.  We  cannot  be  told 
hereafter  that  the  world  does  not  move. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  another  point  in 
the  honorable  Senator's  speech  in  which  I  do  not 
concur,  and  that  is  where  he  refers  to  the  course 
of  the  President  and  to  the  effect  and  propriety  of 
his  proclamation  of  emancipation.  The  honora- 
ble Senator  says: 

"My  sympathies  are  not  necessarily  with  the  negro  race; 
but  if  the  ni^gro  now  shows  by  his  courage,  by  his  capacity, 
by  his  endurance,  by  his  bravery,  that  he  is  able  to  win  his 
freedom  and  maintain  it,  tlKMi  I  wish  to  secure  him  that 
freedom  by  all  the  sanctions  of  law,  and  not  to  rest  it  upon 
the  uncertain  teiuireofa  President's  proclamation.  We  arc 
here  independent  of  the  president;  it  is  our  duty  to  ex- 
amine critically  the  question  of  his  powers  and  the  i;froct 
of  his  acts. 

"And,  sir,  wc  must  not  forget  that  the  President  who  is- 
sued this  proclamation  may  abrogate  it;  he  may  modify  it, 
or  extend  the  exceptions  by  a  new  amnesty.  Wc  know 
that  he  entered  upon  this  path  of  en)ancipation  only  after 
the  country  became  wearied  and  almost  exhausted  under 
tli(!  uiiiiatuVal  protection  extended  by  his  oflicors  to  slavery. 
We  know  that  when  Gencrnl  Fremont,  early  in  the  war, 
refused  to  surrender  slaves  to  rebel  masters  and  by  procla- 
mation einaiicipalcd  slaves  who  came  within  his  linos,  the 
I'lirsidiMit  sol  aside  his  proclamation  and  extended  his  con- 
fidcnco  only  to  those  who  protected  tin:  property,  evea  of 
open  piililioc  iKinios,  In  ihcirslavcs.  When  General  Hunter 
i^^Ul•(|  his  proclamation  in  South  (;aroliiia,  where,  if  any- 
where, sueli  a  proclamation  could  be  justilied,ln  the  pres- 
once  of  the  cMomy,  In  the  nest  of  secession,  in  the  sight  of 
the  worst  rebels  of  the  country,  the  President  se«  aside  that 
proclamation.     When  wo  woic  legislating  here  In  anxious 


deliberation,  and  finally  concluded  that  it  was  our  duty  to 
emancipate  the  slaves  of  the  leading  rebels  in  the  southern 
States,  those  who  held  high  olfices,  and  not  only  to  eman- 
cipate their  slaves  but  to  confiscate  their  land  and  other 
property,  our  legislation  was  suspended,  and  we  were  com- 
pelled to  change  it  and  modify  it  at  tin;  desire  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  in  that  way  to  destroy  the  vitality  of  our  legisla- 
tion. We  must  also  remember,  that  within  one  month  before 
the  first  proclamation  of  emancipation  was  issued,  the  Pres- 
ident ridiculed  his  power  to  emancipate  slaves,  and  a  com- 
mon remark  was  attribiiled  to  him  that  such  a  proclamation 
on  his  part  would  amount  to  nothing  nmre  than  the  Pope's 
bull  against  the  comet. 

"  So  far  was  this  conservatism  carried — for  I  will  call  it 
by  the  name  its  friends  choose  for  it — that  the  political 
party  to  which  the  President  belongs  lost  every  election 
that  fall.  Ohio  is  now  represented  in  the  other  House  of 
Congress  by  thirteen  gentlemen  who  certainly  do  not  rep- 
resent the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  her  people,  and  who 
owe  their  seats  entirely  to  the  discouragement  caused  by 
the  mode  in  which  the  war  was  then  conducted.  The  whole 
of  this  state  of  feeling  grew  out  of  the  backwardness  of  the 
President  in  meeting  this  question  of  emancipation  and  the 
employment  of  negroes  in  this  war.  We  must  also  remem- 
ber that  the  exceptions  contained  in  the  President's  proc- 
lamation very  much  impair  the  value  of  the  proclamation, 
even  if  it  sliould  be  sustained  by  the  courts.  It  iias  never 
yet  been  tested  in  a  single  tribunal ;  no  judge  has  ever  yet 
pronounced  in  favor  of  Its  validity.  No  constitutional  pro- 
vision can  be  pointed  out  to  sustain  its  power.  Men  have 
doubts  about  it.  Under  these  circumstances,  can  you  ex- 
pect the  negroes  of  the  southern  States  who  are  informed 
upon  the  subject  to  rally  around  your  banner?  or  if,  as  I 
know  they  are,  they  are  ignorant  and  take  your  promise 
for  your  power,  I  ask  you  whether  you  are  "willing  to  let 
them  risk  tlieir  lives  upon  the  basis  of  a  proclamation  on 
the  validity  of  which  you  yourselves  have  doubts,  espe- 
cially if  you  have  the  power  by  law  to  sanction  that  proc- 
lamation and  to  give  it  validity. 

"  We  must  remember  that  the  Executive  is  but  one  branch 
of  the  Government.  His  powers  are  defined  by  the  Con- 
stitution. They  are  simply  executive.  He  can  neither  make 
nor  suspend  the  operation  of  a  law.  In  time  of  war  he  is 
Commander-in-Chief  of  our  Army  and  Navy;  but  is  this 
power  sutlicientto  change  the  laws  of  .States  and  commun- 
ities, or  do  they  extend  beyond  the  lines  of  our  armies, 
and  especially  will  they  extend  into  the  future  peaceful 
times  which  we  hope  may  soon  come  upon  us.'  I  shall 
hereafter  endeavor  to  show  that  Congress  is  invested  with 
clear  power  to  guaranty  emancipation  to  slaves  who  enter 
our  armies ;  but  where  can  such  a  power  be  found  for  the 
President."' 

Mr.  President,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  this 
severe  criticism  is  deserved.  But  I  am  quite  clear 
in  my  opinion  that  if  deserved  it  should  not  have 
been  pronounced  by  the  honorabljj  Senator  from 
Ohio.  I  am  not  certain  but  that  the  Senator's  col- 
league [Mr.  Wade]  might  with  some  consistency 
assail  the  past  conservatism  of  the  President,  but 
I  am  quite  certain  that  it  was  not  consistent  in  the 
Senator  himself  to  do  it.  In  speaking  of  our  de- 
feat at  the  elections  a  year  ago,  he  chai-ges  the 
whole  responsibility  upon  the  conservatism  of 
the  President,  and  he  says  that  it  was  owing  to 
his  backwardness  in  meeting  the  question  of  eman- 
cipation and  the  employment  of  negroes  in  this 
war.  Now,  while  I  do  not  think  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  gone  as  fast  and  as  far  as  he  ought  to 
have  gone,  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  the 
honorable  Senator  make  this  charge.  I  well  re- 
membered without  referring  to  the  recorded  debate.*? 
of  this  body  that  during  the  last  Congress  when 
this  measure  of  employing  slaves  in  the  military 
service,  and  giving  them  and  their  families  their 
freedom,  was  before  us,  the  Senator  himself  took 
very  "conservative"  ground,  and  I  thought  I 
would  refer  to  the  record  and  see  if  I  was  mis- 
taken. Well,  Mr.  President,  i  was  not  mistaken. 
On  the  15th  of  July  a  proposition  very  similar  to 
the  one  now  before  us  was  pending  in  the  Senate, 
and  what  then  was  the  honorable  Senator'scourse.'' 
I  will  read  from  the  Senate  Journal  of  Thirty- 
Seventh  Congress,  second  session,  pages  843  and 
844: 

"The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No.  394)  to  amend  the  act 
'  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,'  approved 
February  23,  179.5,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof,  and 
for  other  purposes  ;  and 

"  The  following  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Sherman, 
being  under  consideration,  namely:  in  section  thirteen, 
lint:  two,  after  the  word  '  descent'  insert '  who  by  the  laws 
of  any  State  shall  owe  service  or  labor  to  any  person  who 
during  the  present  rebollion  has  levied  war  or  has  borne 
arms  against  the  United  States,  or  adhered  to  their  enemies 
by  giving  tlieni  aid  and  comfort.'  " 

That  was  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio. 

"Alter  debate, 

"  On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendiiient, 

'•  It  was  dotermined  in  the  atiirmative — yeas  18,  nays  17. 

"  On  motion  by  Mr.  Lane:,  of  Kansas, 

"The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of  the 
Senators  present, 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  afTirmativc  are, 

"  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Collanmr,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Diiolittle,  l''essendpn,  Foster,  llenderson,  Howe,  Lane  of 
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Indiana,  Powell,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Ten  Eyck,  Wiiley, 
Wilson  of  Missouri,  Wright. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are: 

"  Messrs.  Cha?)dler,  Claik,  Foot,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Harris, 
Howard,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  I'onieroy,  Sum- 
ner, Trninbnl  I,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sacliusells." 

This  proposition  of  the  honorable  Senator  was 
to  free  only  the  soldiers  themselves  who  were  the 
slaves  of  rebels;  and  as  to  the  slave  soldiers  not 
claimed  by  rebel  masters,  after  they  should  have 
served  in  oar  armies  wu  were  to  remand  them 
bade  to  slavery!  And  yet  that  Senator  in  liis 
speech  rebukes  the  Pi'esident  for  "conservatism" 
and  for  his  "  backwardness"  in  employi-ng  black 
soldiers  in  our  Army  and  giving  them  their  free- 
dom. 

On  the  same  day  an  amendment  was  offered  to 
the  saine  bill  by  the  then  Senator  from  Illinois, 
Mr.  Bi-owning,  as  follows: 

"On  motion  by  Mr.  Bhowning  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  in  section  lliirteen,  lilies  three  and  four,  tlie 
words  'Ills  moiher,  and  his  wife  and  children,' 

"It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  17,  nays  20. 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas, 

"The  yeas  and  nays  being  di^sired  by  one  fifth  of  the 
Senators  present.  Those  wlio  voted  in  the  affirmative  are: 

"Messrs.  Browning,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolittle, 
Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Powell,  Rice, 
Saulshury,  Sherman,  Stark,  Ton  Eyck,  Wilson  of  Missouri, 
Wright. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are: 

"Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Grimes, 
Hafe,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Mor- 
rill, Pomeroy,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wil- 
kinson, Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts." 

Here  the  honorable  Senator  by  his  vote  refused 
to  give  freedom  to  the  moiher,  wife,  and  children 
of  the  slave  soldier  in  our  Army.  His  colleague 
on  this  floor,  [Mr.  Wade,]  however,  was  then, 
and  is  now  steadily  advocatingeverj^  proposition 
which  looks  to  the  emancipation  of  the  families 
of  those  brave  soldiers  wlio  are  willing  to  risk 
their  lives  for  their  country  and  for  freedom. 

Again,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Browning  offered 
the  following  amendment.  I  read  from  the  Sen- 
ate Journal: 

"  On  motion  by  Mr.  Crowning  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting in  section  thirteen  the  lollowiiig  proviso  : 

"Provided,  That  the  moiher,  wife,  and  children  of  such 
man  or  boy  of  African  descent  shall  not  be  made  free  by 
the  operation  of  this  act,  except  where  such  mother,  wife, 
or  children  owe  service  to  some  person  who,  during  the 
present  rebellion,  has  borne  arms  against  the  United  States, 
or  adhered  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 

"  It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  16. 

And  the  Senator  from  Ohio  was  among  the 
twenty-one  who  voted  for  that -amendment. 
Again,  when  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate: 

"  On  the  question  to  concur  in  tliefollnwingamendmcnt 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  wit:  in  section  thir- 
teen, line  two,  after  the  word  '  descent,'  insert,  u-ho  by  the 
laws  of  any  Stale  shall  owe  service  or  labor  to  any  yerson 
■who,  durhi^  Vie  present  rebellion,  has  levied  war  or  has  borne 
arms  agaiiist  the  United  Stales,  or  adhered  to  their  enemiei 
hy  oiving  them  aid  and  cornfort. 

"It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  14." 

This  amendment  was,  1  think,  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  and  was  advocated  and  suj> 
ported  all  the  way  through  by  him. 

i  opposed  this  amendment  at  the  time  because- 
it  confined  the  right  to  free  our  slave  soldiers  and 
their  families  to  those  who  were  claimed  as  the 
slaves  of  those  who  had  committed  some  overt  act 
of  treason.  A  man  might  be  a  moral  traitor;  he 
might  earnestly  desire  the  success  of  the  rebel 
armies;  lie  might  hate  the  Union,  and  stay  at 
liome  and  refuse  to  give  any  information  to  our 
generals  which  might  ai(i  tliem  to  overcome  the 
enemy;  he  might  heartily  sympathize  with  the 
i-ebellkin;  he  might  even  let  his  sons  go  to  fight 
their  battles;  he  miglit  do  all  these  things,  and 
yet,  if  he  staid  quietly  upon  his  farm  and  did 
nolhiiig  that  would  amount  to  overt  acts  of  trea- 
son, by  this  amendment  we  were  precluded  from 
taking  his  slaves  to  fight  our  battles;  and  if  we 
should  take  them,  we  were  forbidden  the  rightto 
give  them  their  freedom  unless  we  paid  this  dis- 
loynl  master  for  them.  I  do  not  think  the  Pres- 
ident ever  carried  his  conservatism  as  far  as  that. 

These  vote.'!  were  taken  upon  the  question  of  giv- 
ing freedom  to  the  colored  Union  soldier,  and  to  his 
mother,  wife,  and  children.  The  record  shows 
that  only  eighteen  months  since  a  majority  of 
this  S.Miute  were  opposed  to  giving  these  soldiers 
their  freedom  iinh^ss  ilu^y  were  claimed  as  the 
slavi.'S  of  rebel  masters,  and  not  merely  disloyal 
men  but  men  who  had  actually  comrnitted  trea- 
son. If  we  employed  in  the  military  service  of  the 
country  the  slave  of  a  loyal  master,  ho  was  to  be 
compelled   to  fight  for  the  freedom,  yea,  sir,  for 


the  very  existence  of  the  nation,  give  his  pay 
during  the  war  to  his  master,  and  then  when  vic- 
tory should  have  crowned  his  efforts,  when  the 
nation  should  have  been  saved  through  his  valor 
on  the  bloody  battle-fiield,  he  was  to  be  remanded 
back  to  slavery  again,  to  be  thenceforth  treated 
as  property,  a  thing;^,  a  chattel  personal,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  whatsoever.  He  might  be  put 
upon  the  auction-block  the  day  after  peace  was 
declared,  and  be  sold  as  horses  and  cattle  are  sold. 
This  was  the  compeijsation  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio  asked  this  Christian  nation  to 
make  to  the  brave  black  men  who  were  to  fight 
and  to  suffer  to  uphold  and  preserve  the  Govern- 
ment! That  I  may  make  no  mistake  in  stating 
the  true  position  of  thfe  honorable  Senator,  I  will 
read  from  the  recorded  debates  of  the  Senate  what 
he  said  in  the  discussion  which  arose  upon  the 
amendment  to  which  I  liave  referred.  In  July, 
1862,  when  this  measure  was  before  the  Senate, 
what  did  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  say? 
It  is  aliifiost  marvelous  that  an  honorable  Senator 
wiio  now  rebukes  the  President  for  his  "conser- 
vatism" should  have  made  such  remarks  as  these 
on  the  10th  of  July,  1862: 

"Mr.  Sherman."  *  *  *  *  "If  my 

amendment  shall  be  adopted  to  the  second  section,  the 
slaves  of  loyal  persons  will  not  be  made  I'ree  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act,  and  the  masters  of  those  slaves  will  draw 
the  compensation  allowed  by  the  Government  for  their  ser- 
vices, and  they  would  get  their  slaves  back,  as  a  matter  of 
course.  If  my  amendmentlo  the  second  section  be  adopt 
edjthis  measure  will  not  aflect  the  loyal  master,  because 
he  will  receive  the  compensation  allowed  by  law  for  the 
service  of  his  slave,  ami  the  slave  will  be  his  at  the  term- 
ination of  that  service." — Congressional  Globe,  Thirty- 
Seventh  Congress,  second  session,  p.  ii232. 

In  the  same  debate  he  said: 

"I  desire togive  to  the  master  the  wages  allowed  bythis 
law,  and  to  fix  the  measure  of  compensation  by  the  language 
of  the  law  and  not  leave  it  open  to  dispute." — Ibid.,  p.  3232. 

But,  Mr.  Bresident,  the  honorable  Senator,  in 
his  recent  severe  attack  upon  the  President,  court- 
eous in  language,  it  is  true,  and  mild  in  the  expres- 
sion, but  still  none  the  less  severe  for  that,  says: 

"So far  was  this  conservatism  carried — for  I  will  call  it 
by  the  name  its  friends  choose  for  it — th.-tt  the  political 
party  to  which  the  President  bidongs  lost  every  election  last 
fall.  Ohio  is  now  represented  in  the  other  House  of  Con- 
gress by  thirteen  gentlemen  who  certainly  do  not  represent 
the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  her  people,  and  who  owe 
their  seats  entirely  to  the  discouragement  caused  by  the 
mode  in  which  the  war  was  conducted.  The  whole  of 
this  state  of  feeling  grew  out  of  the  backwardness  of  the 
President  in  meeting  this  question  of  emancipation  and  the 
employment  of  negroes  in  this  war." 

Now,  sir,  I  cannot  speak  for  Ohio,  but  I  will 
say  that  if  the  Republican  delegation  in  Congi-ess 
from  Minnesota  had  stood  by  the  side  of  the  Sen- 
atoron  the  question  of  the  employment  of  negroes, 
and  they  had  given  utterance  on  the  floors  of  Con- 
gress to  such  sentiments  as  are  contained  in  the 
extracts  wiiich  I  have  read,  it  is  my  deliberate 
judgment  that  we  could  not  have  carried  ten  coun- 
ties in  that  State.  If  my  colleague  in  the  other 
Flouse,  Hon.  Mr.  WiNDOM,  who  has  represented 
so  ably  the  most  radical  district  in  the  State,  had 
assumed  in  Congress  the  positions  taken  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  and  had  given 
utterance  to  such  doctrines,  he  could  not  have 
carried  u  single  county  in  his  district.  And  yet 
the  people  of  Minnesota,  radical  as  they  are,  stand 
firmly  by  the  President.  May  we  not  infer  that 
the  thirteen  membeis  from  Ohio  in  the  other 
House,  to  whom  the  honorable  Senator  referred, 
owed  theirelection,  in  part  afleast,  to  the  conserv- 
atism of  the  honorable  Senator  himself?  I  very 
much  doubt  whether  a  single  one  of  the  thirteen 
Democratic  members  of  the  other  House  from 
his  State  could  be  induced  to  stand  up  in  his  place 
and  defend  the  s6-called  conservative  positions 
heretofore  taken  by  the  Senator  from  their  own 
State. 

May  I  not  ask,  were  not  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
and  those  Republican  Senators  who  acted  with 
him,  as  I  have  shown,  somewhat  responsible  for 
the  backvvardne-ss  of  the  President,  of  which  he 
now  so  bitterly  complains?  Has  not  the  Presi- 
dent been  held  in  check  somewhat  upon  this  ques- 
tion of  the  employment  of  slaves  in  our  armies 
by  the  positions  assumed  by  iiis  party  friends  here 
in  Congress? 

Mr.  President,  let  us  examine  briefly  the  posi- 
tion assumed  by  the  Senator  in  the  last  Congress. 
I  do  not  desire  to  misrepresent  his  position,  and 
therefore  1  will  quote  from  the  i-ecord.  On  the 
15th  of  July,  1862,  he  said: 

"If  my  amendnieni  to  the  .«*econd  .section  be  adopted 


this  measure  will  not  afTect  the  loyal  master,  because  he 
will  receive  the  coniponsation  allowed  hy  law  for  the  ser- 
vice of  his  slaves,  and  the  slave  will  he  his  at  the  termina- 
tion of  that  service." — Congressional  Globc,Thirly- Seventh 
Congress,  second  session,  p.  3337, 

When  has  the  Pi-esidentever  uttered  a  sentiment 
like  that  since  he  has  filled  the  executive  chair  of 
this  nation  ?  When  has  he  ever  uttered  the  atro- 
cious doctrine  that  you  can  employ  men  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  call  upon 
them  to  peril  their  lives  and  shed  their  blood,  and 
then  remand  them  back  to  slavery  as  soon  as  the 
war  should  be  over?  Again,  the  Senator  said  in 
the  same  debate: 

"If  you  adopt  the  clause  as  it  now  stands,  you  will  eman- 
cipate all  the  slaves  of  this  country  under  the  pretense  of 
using  them  in  prosecuting  this  war.  It  is  unjust,  unfair, 
and  I  may  say  further  that  it  is  unmanly,  to  avail  yourself 
of  this  condition  of  afTairs  brought  about  by  rebels  to  seize 
the  jirojierty  of  loyal  people  and  deprive  them  of  that yroy- 
erty.    It  will  be  unjust." — Ibid.,  p.  3337, 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio  spoke  only  of  Che  slave  as  property. 
He  did  not  look  upon  him  or  speak  of  him  as  a 
man  ,and  he  entirely  ignoi-ed  the  character  of  "  per- 
son" which  the  Constitution  gives  him.  He  did 
not  seem  to  think  that  a  slave  was  any  more  a  per- 
son than  a  mule,  and  we  would  infer  that  he  de- 
nied entirely  that  a  slave  can  owe  allegiance  to  the 
United  States.  How  much  broader  and  more 
statesmanlike  are  the  views  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Johns  ON,]  coming  as  he 
does  from  a  slave  State,  himself  representing  a 
slaveholding  population.  In  a  debate  on  the  15th 
of  December,  1863,  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Davis,]  the  eminent  Senator 
from  Maryland  said: 

"  Congress  has  clothed  him  [the  President]  with  the  pow- 
er, so  that  the  question  which  the  honorable  member  will 
have  to  meet  before  he  can  succeed  In  making  good  his 
proposition,  is  whether  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  call 
upon  the  slave  population  to  take  part  in  the  war  which  is 
strikingatthe  very  existenceofthe  Government.  Why  not? 
This  population,  we  all  know,  has  a  double  character. 
They  are  to  be  regarded  as  men  as  well  as  property.  They 
are  called  'persons' in  the  Constitution  itself."  *  * 
*        *  "In  the  character  of  persons  they  are  clearly 

liable  to  the  power.  Nobody  can  doubt  that.  Though  not 
citizens  they  are  men,  bound  to  allegiance  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  ;  and  I  therefore  individually  have  never  had  a 
doubt  that  whenever  these  slaves  are  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  either  into  its  armies  or  into  its  navies, 
and  render  tlje  service,  they  are  by  the  fact  of  the  service 
free ;  and  once  free,  thauk  God,  they  can  never  again  be 
made  slaves." 

It  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  by  the  Constitution 
a  slave  is  regarded  as  a  person,  and  as  such  owes 
allegiance  to  the  Governmentof  the  United  States. 
I  fully  indorse  the  doctrine  of  my  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Cowan,]  who  lays  it 
down  thus: 

"  I  say  that  when  the  negro  is  protected  he  owes  allegi- 
ance, and  that  as  lie  owes  allegiance  he  is  a  citizen  and 
liable  to  military  service.  Although  that  allegiance  may 
not  be  the  allegiance  to  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Virginia  alludes,  and  which  he  evidently  has  in  his  eye, 
that  is,tlie  allegiance  of  a  naturalized  citizen,  still  it  is  that 
allegiance  which  makes  him  a  citizen — the  same  allegiance, 
if  you  please,  which  makes  a  sojourner  among  us  liable  to 
treason  for  the  time  being.  An  alien  who  conies  here  and 
is  protected  in  his  sojourn  among  us,  if  he  commit  treason, 
may  bo  punished  for  it, and  therefore  owes  a  qualified  alle- 
giance." 

Adtnit,  if  yoti  please,  that  by  the  local  law  of 
some  of  the  States  a  slave  may  be  regarded  as 
property.  So  by  the  local  law  of  most  of  the 
States  an  apprentice  owes  service  to  his  master 
for  a  teriifi  of  years,  and  so  does  the  minor  child 
to  his  father.  No  one  thinks  of  paying  the  father 
for  the  loss  of  the  services  of  his  son  who  is  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  country  at  eighteen 
years  of  age;  nor  would  you  pay  the  master  of 
an  apprentice  for  the  loss  of  his  services  in  con- 
sequence of  his  being  drafted  to  serve  in  our  ar- 
mies before  he  was  twenty -one  years  of  age.  The 
honorable  Senator  fi'om  Ohio  would  take  the  mi- 
nor son  away  from  his  father  who  was  depend- 
ent upon  him  for  support,  by  conscrii)tion,  mus- 
ter him  into  the  Army,  send  him  to  Kentucky  to 
defend  that  State,  and  yet  he  would  not  take  the 
slave  of  a  loyal  master  living  in  a  State  which  our 
northern  troops  had  gone  to  protect  and  defend  ! 

Yes,  there  was  one  condition  upon  which  the 
honorable  Senator  said  that  he  would  take  the 
services  of  the  slave  of  a  loyal  master,  and  that 
was  that  when  the  war  was  over  the  black  sol- 
dier, no  matter  how  well  he  fought  for  his  coun- 
try, should  be  returned  to  slavery  again  !  The 
honorable  Senator  complains  of  the  "  consevva- 
ti.sm"and"  backwardness"of  the  President;  but 
when  ever  did  Mr.  Lincoln  liold  such  scntimenis 
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as  ihosp  urged  in  the  Sniate  by  the  hoi\orable 
Senator  fioin  Ohio  eighteen  months  ago? 

To  sliow  liow  atrocious  he  regards  his  own  po- 
sition and  utterances  in  the  hist  Congress  1  have 
quoted  a  fliw  passaijes  from  his  recent  speecli  in 
the  Senate.  Tlio  honorable  Senator  has  opened 
his  eyes  at  last,  and  he  sees  that  the  proclamation 
of  emancipation  is  an  unsafe  guarantee  for  the 
slave's  freedom.     He  says  now: 

"  I  wish  to  secure  liiiii  tlint  Irei'iloin  by  all  the  sanctions 
or  l:uv,  ami  not  to  rest  it  iipoji  llic  uncertain  tenure  of  a 
President's  proclamaiion." 

As  the  presidential  election  draws  near  the  hon- 
orable Senator  grows  more  and  more  radical;  so 
inucli  so  tiiat  he  has  great  solicitude  for  the  free- 
dom of  the  slave,  and  he  can  see  no  merits  in  the 
efforts  of  tfie  President  to  produce  that  result.  He 
seems  to  think  that  the  proclamation  of  freedom 
which  glaikiened  the  hearts  of  the  people  is  of  no 
effect,  or  being  so  may  at  any  time  be  altered  or 
modified  by  the  President  so  as  to  destroy  its  force 
altogether,  for  he  says: 

"  And,  sir.  we  must  not  forget  tliat  thft  President  who 
issued  lliis  pioclamarion  may  abiO|.'aie  it,"  &c.  *  * 
*  *  "  No  constitutiunal  provision  can  lie  pointed  out 
to  sustain  its  power." 

The  honoraljle  Senator  evidently  labored  hard 
to  show  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  entitled  to  no  credit 
for  having  issued  this  proclamation,  because  he- 
had  no  power  to  pr()claim  the  freedom  of  the 
slaves  in  the  rebel  States,  or  having  that  power 
lie  might  at  any  time  aniuil  or  abrogate  it.  Now, 
sir,  upon  these  points  I  take  issue  with  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Ohio.  I  insist  that  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  our  armies  he  had  the  full 
power  and  authority  in  virtue  of  his  office  during 
the  existence  of  this  rebellion,  by  proclaination 
to  free  every  slave  in  the  States  which  are  in  re- 
bellion against  the  authority  and  Government  of 
the  United  States.  I  go  further,  and  say  that,  in 
my  opinion,  the  President,  as  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  ciur  armies,  may  by  proclaiTiation  free 
every  slave  in  the  Union,  whether  hekl  in  loyal  or 
disloyal  States.  He  has  the  power  to  strike  at  the 
institution  of  slavery  itself  if,  in  his  ojiinion,  the 
interests  of  the  country  demand  it,  if  it  stands  in 
the  way  of  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  if  it 
is  a  clog  to  our  armies  and  to  our  efforts  in  up- 
holding and  maintaining  the  Government.  This 
power  is  not  derived  froin  any  written  clause  in 
the  Constitution,  but  it  comes  from  the  war  power 
of  the  Goverimient,  from  the  laws  and  usages  of 
nations — that  higher  faw  of  which  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  spoke.  Upon  this  question  1  pTe- 
fcr  to  quote  from  the  able  and  elaborate  argument 
of  Mr.  Adams,  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  1842,  from  which  my  friend  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Brown]  read  the  other  day.  As  this  speech 
of  Mr.  Adams  iias  been  often  alluded  to,  1  shall 
read  only  a  brief  jmssage,  as  1  am  not  desirous  to 
detain  the  Senate  long: 

"  I  say  it  is  a  war  power;  and  wlicn  your  country  is  ac- 
tually in  war,  wiietlier  it  be  a  war  of  invasion  or  a  war  of 
insurrection,  Cntij,'ress  lias  power  to  carry  on  the  war, 
and  must  carry  it  on  aeonrdina  to  the  laws  of  war;  and  by 
the  laws  of  war  an  invaded  country  has  all  its  laws  and 
municipal  institutions  swept  by  llie  board;  and  martial  law 
takes  the  place  of  them." 

In  that  part  of  his  speech  Mr.  Adams  spoke  of 
the  power  of  Coiigres.s.     Again,  he  said: 

"  J  might  furnish  a  thousand  proofs  to  show  that  the  pre- 
tensions of  Kcntlciiien  U)  the  sanctity  of  ihcir  ninniripal  iii- 
slitutions,  ujub^r  a  stale  of  actual  invasion  ami  of  ac.'hial 
war,  whelherservile,civil,orfon;iLMi,  is  wholly  luUoundeil ; 
and  that  the  l.iws  of  war  do  in  alt  such  cases  take  prece- 
dence. I  lay  this  down  as  llie  law  of  natiojis.  i  say  that 
tlic  military  authority  takes  (or  ihi;  time  the  place  of  all 
municipal  institutions,  ami  of  slavery  among  tl](-  rest ;  and 
that  under  Ihal  stale  of  lliinss,  so  far  from  Jts  beirif;  ii  ne  that 
the  States  whereslavery  exists  liave  the  exclusive  inai]a;.'e- 
iMCiit  of  llie  subject,  not  only  the  rresidenl  of  the  United 
Stales  itul  the  conimandcT  of  the  .'\rmy  has  power  to  order 
the  Miiiver.-al  emancipaiion  of  llw'  slaves.  I  have  j,'iven 
lure  more  in  detail  a  priiicipli;  whiith  I  have  asserted  on 
tin-  Moor  before!  now,  amj  of  which  I  have  nc)  niore  doubt 
llnui  lliat  you,  sir,  occupy  that  chair.  I  give  it  in  its  de- 
vebi|inii'nt  in  order  thai  ajiy  y<  iilleman  from  any  part  of  tin: 
Union  may,  if  li(!  thinks  pioper,  deny  llie  Irulli  ol  the  |iosi- 
llon  anil  may  mainlaiii  his  denial,  not  by  imliu'iiation,  not 
by  passion  ami  fury,  but  by  sotnid  and  soiirr  niisoniii!;  from 
the  laws  of  nalloiis  ami  Ihe  laws  of  war.  And  if  my  posi- 
tion can  be  nn-wend  and  refilled,  I  shall  nci  ive  Ibe  refii- 
lalloii  with  pleaijjri';  I  shall  bi:  <,'lail  to  li>len  lo  reason, 
aslile,  as  I  say,  from  imiigiiaiiun  and  passion,  ami  il  by  the 
loroe  of  ri-asoiiiii','  my  iimb  r-iamliii;;  can  be  conviiii'cd,  I 
JuTc  pled-jemyscll  to  recant  what  i  liavuassurled."— C'uii- 
^'r<•^»ionu/  Glolie,  'J'wcutiiiicvciitli  Concress,  second  iesiion, 
p. -tJ'J.  ' 

Mr.  Adafns  lien:  rails  upon  any  one  to  answer 
liiii  po.silioii.     He  invokes  nrgumcnl  in  opposi- 


tion to  it,  and  declares  that  he  puts  forth  this  argu- 
ment after  mature  reflection,  and  that  it  is  his 
conviction  that  it  is  a  settled  maxim  of  the  law  of 
nations  that  in  case  of  war,  such  as  we  are  now 
engaged  in,  the  military  taices  the  place  of  the 
civil  power;  and  that  under  such  a  condition  of 
things  the  President  may  decree  the  univer.«!al 
emancipation  of  the  slaves.  And  here  let  me  say 
that  Mr.  Adams  never  was  answered  successfully; 
and  1  know  of  no  one,  unless  it  be  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky  wfio  sits  near  me,  [Mr. 
Davis,]  who  has  ever  undertaken  to  answer  it. 
The  Senator  from  Ohio  certainly  will  not  claim 
that  he  has  refuted  or  even  attempted  to  refute 
the  able,  and  poweiful,  antl  I  may  add  unanswer- 
able argument  of  Mr.  Adams. 

But  the  Senator  says  that  the  President  may 
abrogate  or  modify  this  proclamation,  and  thus 
render  insecure  the  freedom  of  those  to  whom  it 
was  intended  to  apply.  I  do  not  think  il  needs 
lYiuch  of  a  lawyer  to  see  at  a  glance  that  there  is 
nothing  whatever-in  this  statement  of  the  Senator 
so  flippantly  enunciated.  It  is  a  clear  legal  prop- 
osition that  if  the  President  had  the  power  by 
this  proclamation  to  free  the  slaves  of  the  rebel- 
lious States,  by  virtue^  thereof  their  freedom  in 
law  becomes  an  accomplished  fact, and  he  cannot 
by  any  subsequent  act  reduce  them  again  to  sla- 
very. He  can  free  the  slaves,  bulhe  cannot  make 
slaves  of  freemen.  There  is  no  law  in  the  United 
States,  either  constitutional  or  municipal,  under 
which  any  slaye  can  be  held  one  hour  in  the  re- 
bellious States.  We  ai-e  in  actual  war,  a  war  of 
insurrection  with  the  rebellious  States,  and  are 
carrying  on  that  war  under  and  by  virtue  of  the 
laws  of  nations.  All  the  local  institutions  of  those 
several  States  in  rebellion,  under  which  the  loyal 
and  disloyal  alike  claim  their  right  to  their  slaves, 
are,  to  use  the  expressive  language  of  Mr.  Adams, 
"  swept  by  the  board."  The  foundation  upon  which 
slavery  rests  in  the  rebellious  States  is  destroyed 
by  virtue  of  theiracts  of  war.  They  have  volunta- 
rily thrown  off  the  protection  of  the  Constitution, 
and  placed  themselves  under  the  law  of  nations 
alone.  It  is  therefore  not  only  our  right  but  our 
duty  to  knock  off  every  shackle  from  every  limb. 
We  should  let  the  oppressed  go  free.  God  and  hu- 
inaniiy  demand  the  thorough, radical,  entire  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  everywhere  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States. 

jNIr.  President,  I  do  not  wish  to  reestablish  the 
condition  of  things  that  existed  in  this  country 
prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  this  rebellion.  We 
have  wasted  too  much  blood  and  treasure  for  that. 
We  have  been  told  on  this  floor,  by  those  who 
have  recently  become  very  radical,  that  the  Presi- 
dent is  too  "  conservative,"  too  "  baclcward"  to 
meet  the  expectations  of  the  people  and  to  incet 
the  great  issues  before  the  country  with  that 
promptness  and  enei'gy  which  the  exigency  of 
the  hour  demands.  VVe  are  told  that  there  is 
danger  that  he  may  retrace  his  steps  toward  uni- 
versal freedonT,  and  thus  to  permit  those  who  by 
his  acts  ha/e  been  made  free  to  lapse  buck  to  sla- 
very again.  I  haveshown  that  Air.  Lincoln  can- 
not do  this  if  he  would.  But  is  there  reason  to 
fear  that  he  would  do  so  if  he  could  ?  I  defy  any 
man  to  point  me  to  the  record  where  the  Presi- 
dent has  ever  taken  one  step  backward  in  thecauSe 
of  freedom.  He  has  somctirnes  moved  more 
slowly  than  I  desired;  but  having  taken  a  step 
forward,  he  has  never  reti-aced  it.  No  man  stands 
before  the  country  with  a  cleaner  or  ]iurer  record 
than  Mr.  Lincoln.  And  no  man  has  to-dayso 
strong  a  hold  U))on  the  affections  of  the  American 
)ieople  as  he.  And  this  is  because  they  believe 
iiim  to  be  Irne,  faithful,  a.nii. honest;  they  believe 
him  to  be  a  lover  of  liberty  and  a  hater  of  slavery; 
and  that  it  is  his  fixed  and  unalterable  purpose  to 
maintain  the  unity  of  the  nation,  and  that  when 
this  war  shall  have  ended  slavery  shall  no  longer 
exist  in  Ihe  land. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  It  is  my  purpose  to  speak  at 
some  length  upon  this  profiosition  and  others 
connected  therewith 

Mr.  PpSTER.  Will  the  honorable  Senator 
give  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn.'' 

Several  Sknators.  Let  lis  liave  an  executive 
session. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  some 
lime  spent  in  executive  session,  the  doors  were 
reo|u'ncd. 


MAILS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  committee  on  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  "bill  (H.  R.  No.  299)  to  provide  for  carry- 
ing the  mails  from  the  United  States  to  foreign 
ports,  and  for  other  purposes,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

'i'he  committee  of  conference  on  thedisaKreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the  House^bill  (No. 
299)  entitled""  All  act  to  provide  for  carrying  the  mails  from 
Ihe  United  St.ates  to  foreign  ports,  and  for  other  purposes," 
having  met,  after  full  and  free  conference  have  agreed  lo 
recommend,  and  do  recommend  to  the  respective  Houses  as 
follows,  to  wit : 

That  the  House  recede  from  its  disagreeing  voles  lo  the 
Senate  amendments  numbers  one,  two, four,  live,  and  six, 
and  agree  to  the  same. 

That  the  House  also  recede  from  its  disagreeing  vote  to 
the  third  Senate  amendment,  and  agree  to  the  same  with 
Ihe  following  aniendnKMil,  to  wit:  sirike  out  the  word 
"  eilher"  and  insert  the  word  "  both  ;"  to  which  amend- 
ment the  Senate  consent  and  concur. 

That  the  House  recede  from  its  disagreeing  vole  to  the 
Senate's  seventh  amendment,  and  agree  lo  ihe  same  as 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  lollows,  lo  wit ; 

Sec.  7.  .^nd  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Postmaster 
General  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  lo 
suspend  Ihe  operation  of  so  much  of  the  eighth  section  of 
the  act  of  the  31st  of  August,  1852,  as  authorizes  the  con- 
veyance of  letters  otherwise  than  in  the  malison  any  such 
mail  routes  as  in  his  opinion  the  public  interest  may  re- 
quire. 

And  the  Senate  consent  and  agree  lo  such  amendment 
and  adopt  the  same. 

J.  COLLAMER, 
JOHN  CONNESS, 
C.  K.  CUCICALEVV, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
JOHN  B.  ALLEY, 
JOHN  V.  L.  PKUYN, 
C.  COLE, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  tha  House. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  March  21,  18G4. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  last  was  read  and 
approved. 

CANAL  BILL. 

Mr.  WASFIBUBNE,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Speaker,  ^ 
what  has  been  the  order  of  the  House  in  regard 
to  the  canal  bill.? 
The  SPEAKER.  It  comes  up  after  the  morn- 
Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  My  col- 
league, Mr.  Arnold,  is  confined  to  his  bed  by 
indisposition,  and-will  be  unable  to  be  present 
to-day.     I  ask  that  the  bill  go  over. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  be  done  when  the 
bill  comes  up. 

The  first  business  in  order  is  the  call  of  com- 
mittees for  reports  to  go  upon  the  Calendar,  and 
not  to  be  broug^ht  back  by  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  Under  what  rule  is  the  House 
acting .' 

The  SPEAKER.  Rule  51,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

"As  soon  as  the  Journal  is  read,  and  the  unfinished  biisi- 
aess  in  which  the  House  was  engaged  at  the  last  preceding 
adjournment  has  been  disposed  of,  reports  from  committees 
shall  be  called  for  and  disposed  of— in  doing  which,  the 
Speaker  shall  call  upon  each  siaiuling  committee  in  regu- 
lar order,  and  llien  upon  select  commiltees  ;  anil  if  the 
Speaker  shall  iioi  get  tliroiigli  the  call  upon  ilu^  coinmittcoa 
before  liic  House  )iasses  to  oilier  business,  he  shaH  resume 
the  next  call  where  lie  left  olV,  giving  prefercncfL:  to  the  re- 
port last  under  consideralioii ;  Provided,  'J'liat  whenever 
any  committee  shall  have  occupied  the  morning  hour  on 
two  days,  it  shall  not  be  in  order  for  such  committee  to  re- 
port further  until  the  other  committees  shall  have  been 
called  in  their  turn.  On  the  call  for  reports  frmii  commit- 
tees on  each  alternate  Aloiulay,  wbicli  shall  coininciic(>  as 
soon  as  Ihe  Journal  is  read,  all  bills  reporlcd  dnrinu' Ibe  first 
hour  alter  llie  Journal  is  read  shall  br  coinmitled,  «  ilbout 
debate,  to  ihe  Coinmitlee  of  Ihe  Whole,  ami,  logiilier  with 
their  aceoni]iaiijliig  r<'ports,  printed  ;  and  if  during  Ihe  hour 
all  the  commiliec's  are  not  called,  then,  on  ihc  next  aller- 
iiiile  I\loiHlay,tlic>  Speaker  shall  commeiiee  where  such  e;dl 
was  snspemii'd  :  I'rnridrd,  'I'hal  no  bill  reporled  under  the 
call  on  alieriiale  iMondays  and  eonimilled  shall  be  again 
brought  before  the  lloust;  by  a  motion  to  reconsider." 

FllKNCH  ?HIP  LA  MANCHE, 

Mr.STEBBlNS,  fiom  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means,  reported  back  St^niite  bill  No,  142, 
for  the  relief  of  the  i'^rench  ship  La  Maiichc; 
which  was  referred  lo  the  Committeeof  the  Whole 
1  louse  on  the  Piiviite  Calendar,  and  ordered  lo  be 
printed. 
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FREDERICK  A.  BEELEB. 

Mr.  ORTH,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick 
A.  Beeler;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  Private  Calendar,  and,  with  the  accompa- 
nying reoort,  ordered  to  be  printed. 
CHARLES  M.   WETHERILL. 

Mr.  ORTH,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
chemist  oftiie  Department  of  Agriculture, reported 
abillforthereliefofCharlesM.WelheriU;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Private 
Calendar,  and,  with  the  accompanying  report, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

MARTHA  JANE  SKAGGS. 

Mr.  WHALEY,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Martha  Jane  Skaggs;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Private  Calendar,  and, 
with  the  accompanying  report,  orderad  to  be 
printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  next  business  in  order 
is  the  call  of  States  for  resolutions,  commencing 
with  the  State  of  Kentucky,  where  it  was  sus- 
pended by  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour 
last  Monday. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILROAD  TRANSPORTATION.' 

Mr.  HOLMAN  introduced  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution: 

Whereas  by  llie  fourth  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  en- 
titled "An  act  graiiliiigtherightof  way  and  malting  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  Slates  of  Illinois,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama, 
ill  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Chicago  to 
Mobile, "approved  September  20, 1850, itis  provided  as  fol- 
lows: "That  the  said  lands  hereby  granted  to  the  said  State 
(Illinois)  ^hall  be  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  Legislature 
thereof  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  no  other;  and  the 
said  railroad  and  branches  shall  be  and  remain  a  public 
highway  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Sta-tes 
free  from  tollor  othercharge  upon  the  transportation  of  any 
properly  or  troops  of  the  United  States  ;"  and  whereas  said 
lands  have  been  applied  in  the  construction  of  the  Ulinois 
Central  railroad  by  and  through  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road Company,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  said 
State;  and  whereas  lands  granted  to  the  State  of  Iowa  on 
the  same  conditions  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  May 
15,  1856,  have  been  by  the  Legislatureof  said  State  applied 
to  the  construction  of  the  Burlington  and  Missouri  railroad, 
owned  by  the  IJurlington  and  Missouri  Railroad  Company, 
and  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  railroad,  owned  by  the 
Mississippi  and  Missouri  Railroad  Company  ;  and  whereas 
since  the  beginning  of  the  present  war  there  has  been  paid 
•  by  the  War  Department  to  said  companies  for  live  trans- 
portation of  "  property  and  troops"  of  the  United  States 
the  following  sums  of  money,  to  wit :  to  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Company  thesum  of  $45-3,098  62;  to  the  Bur- 
lington and  Missouri  Company,  $6,149  55;  andtotheMis- 
sissippi  and  Missouri  Railroad  Company,  .$40  06;  and 
whereas  the  House,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  did,  on  the 25th 
day  of  February,  1862,  adopt  the  following  resolution,  re- 
ported by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to  wit:  ^'Resolved, 
That  the  several  railrowl  companies  which  have  received 
from  States  grants  of  public  lands  made  to  such  States  by 
acts  of  Congress  for  thi-  ))urposo  of  aiding  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  roads  of  such  companies  respectively,  are  re- 
quired to  transport  the  property  and  troops  of  the  United 
States  over  their  roads  free  of  tolls  or  other  charges  what- 
soever:" Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  approves  of  and  reaflirms  said 
resolution. 

Reioli'cd  further.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  require  liie  said  companies  to  repay  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  the  sums  of  money  so  paid  to  them  respect- 
ively as  aforesaid,  and  to  decline  to  make  any  further  pay- 
ments to"  either  of  said  companies  for  any  transportation 
liereaflir  or  heretofore  required  of  said  companies  for  his 
Department. 

Resoloed,  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolutions 
be  transmitted  by  the  Clerk  of  this  House  to  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  resolution. 

Tile  previous  question  was  seconded,  afid  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  and  under  the 
ojieration  thereof  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
preamble — 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  pr»\iious  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
Irtairi  question  ordered  to  bo  put;  i\nd  under  the 
operation  thereof  the  preamble  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HOLMAN   moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
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two  votes;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CERTAIN  BONDS  AND  OBLIGATIONS. 
Mr.  DUMONT  introduced  an  act  to  declare 
the  validity  of  certain  bonds,  obligations,  and  un- 
dertakings, sealed  and  unsealed,  heretofore  made 
or  that  may  hereafter  be  made;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

TARIFF  ON  FOREIGN  WOOL. 

Mr.  BEAMAN  introduced  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  read, considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
tariff  upon  low  grades  of  foreign  wool. 

WAGON  ROAD  TO  GOLD  FIELDS. 
Mr.  WILSON  presented  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  construction  of  a  wagon  road  from  the 
Missouri  river  to  the  gold  fields;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

POLITICAL  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
spectlully  requested,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Secretary  of  War  be  directed,  to  report  and  furnish  to  this 
House  the  names  of  all  persons,  if  any  there  are,  arrested 
and  held  in  prison  or  confinement  in  any  prison,  fort,  or 
other  place  whatsoever,  for  political  offenses,  or  any  other 
alleged  offense  against  the  Government  or  authority  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  order,  command,conscnt,  or  knowl- 
edge of  them,  or  either  of  them,  respectively,  and  who  have 
not  been  charged,  tried,  or  convicted  before  any  civil  or 
criminal  (not  military)  court  of  the  land  ;  together  with  the 
charge  againsl  such  person,  or  cause  for  such  arrest  and  im- 
prisonment, if  tliere  be  any;  and  the  name  of  the  prison, 
fort,  or  place  where  they  are  severally  kept  or  confined. 
Also, -whether  any  person  or  persons,  for  any  alleged  like 
offense,  have  been  banished  or  sent  from  the  United  States, 
or  from  the  States  not'in  rebellion  to  the  rebellious  States, 
andthenaines,  times,  alleged  offense  or  cause  thereof;  and 
whether  with  or  without  trial;  and  if  tried,  before  what 
court. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Does  not  that  resolution  go 
over  on  account  of  calling  for  information  from  a 
Department.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does,  except  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  the  matter  had  bet- 
ter be  decided  now. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  object. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  laid  over  under 
the  rules. 

REVENUE  FROM  MINERAL  LANDS. 

Mr.  YEAMAN  introduced  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Comnrittee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  best  mode  of  securing  tq  the 
United  States  the  benefit  the  Government  ought  to  derive 
from  the  mineral  lands  in  tlie  gold-bearing  regions,  and 
report  by  bill  for  that  purpose. 

CLERK  TO  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  introduced  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  upon  it  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion': 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be, 
and  lliey  are  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  a  clerk  at  an 
annualsalaryof  $1,800,  commencing  with  the  1  si  of  March, 
1864. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Will  the  gentleman  withdraw 
his  demand  for  the  previous  question  for  a  mo- 
ment.' 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  resolution  gives  rise 
to  debate,  it  will  go  over,  except  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Then  I  will  proceed  by  unan- 
imous consent,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  but  I  wisli  the 
gentleman  to  allow  me  to  amend  by  inserting  a 
clerk  for  the  Committee  of  Elections;  and  I  will 
state  the  reason  why.  For  the  last  two  Congresses 
tin;  Committee  of  Elections  has  bcicn  unusually 
burdened, -and  the  matter  before  it  has  so  increased 
that  the  business  of  the  committee  at  the  last  ses- 
sion has  been  greater  than  that  in  the  first  session. 


The  papers  pass  over  from  the  first  to  the  second 
session,  and  there  is  every  prospect  that  the  com- 
mittee for  the  present  Congress,  and  that  for  the 
succeeding  Congress,  will  be  more  burdened  v/ith 
business  than  ever  before.  There  is  great  neces- 
sity for  having  their  papers  preserved,  and  great 
labor  is  imposed  upon  their  clerk;  and  I  ask  the 
gentleman  to  allow  me  to  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting a  clerk  for  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

If  the  House  will  for  a  moment  reflect  upon  the 
amountof  business  unexpectedly,  in  these  times, 
thrown  upon  the  committee,  I  think  they  will  not 
object  to  their  having  a  clerk  like  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs.  I  say  to  the  House  in  ail 
sincerity,  and  without  any  disposition  to  make 
a  place  for  anybody,  there  is  a  necessity  which 
never  existed  before  that  the  clerk  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  should  extend  through  both 
sessions  of  Congress,  and  be  charged  with  the 
custody  of  the  papers  and  the  labors  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Committee  of  Elections  find  it  very  difficult 
to  keep  their  present  clerk  because  of  inducements 
from  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  where  clerks 
of  committees  are  better  paid.  Unless  the  com- 
mittee shall  have  this  privilege  granted  they  will 
be  compelled  to  seek  elsewhere  for  a  clerk.  We 
have  an  ordinary  clerk  now,  but  1  ask  the  gentle- 
man to  include  the  clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions in  his  resolution. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  How  miich  is  the  clerk  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections  paid  now.' 

Mrj^  DAWES.  Four  dollars  a  day  during  the 
session.  That  is  what  all  the  clerks  to  commit- 
tees are  paid.  I  have  spoken  of  the  large  amount 
of  work  thrown  upon  the  committee.  I  desire  to 
state  to  the  House  that  the  reports  of  contested 
elections  have  not  been  brought  down  later  than 
1834.  There  is  a  book  of  precedents  in  contested 
elections  brought  down  to  1834.  But  whenever 
a  precedentof  later  date  than  that  comes  before 
the  committee  the  clerk  or  some  member  of  the 
committee  has  to  search  through  the  records  of  the 
House  back  to  1834  in  order  that  the  past  action 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections  may  be  known. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  do  not 
know  but  that  there  may  be  a  pressing  necessity 
that  the  clerks  of  these  two  committees  should  be 
made  permanent  during  this  Congress,  but  I  ob- 
ject to  anything  which  will  fasten  upon  the  House 
additional  permanent  clerks  in  times  hereafter. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  d£>  not  want  it  beyond  this 
Congress. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  have  no 
objection  that  this  clerk  shall  be  put  on  the  same 
footing  for'this  Congress  as  the  clerks  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Waysand  Meansand  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims.  1  can  fully  appreciate  what  the  gen- 
tleman says  in  regard  to  the  labors  of  liis  com- 
mittee, and  I  would  not  be  unwilling  that  the 
resolution  should  be  passed  to  apply  only  to  this 
Congress,  but  I  would  be  unwilling  to  have  pny 
resolution  pass  which  should  fasten  upon  the 
Plouseany  more  permanent  clerks  of  committees. 
I  know  that  the  last  House  of  Representatives, 
after  a  severe  contest,  refused  to  pass  a  resolution 
making  the  clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Military 
Affairs  perrnanent. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Would  it  not  answer  to  in- 
crease the  per  diem,  say  to  five  dollars  a  day  dur^ 
ing  the  session.'  Otherwise  the  short  session  will 
be  just  as  expensive  to  us  as  the  long  one.  I  woul4 
be  willing  to  pay  five  dollars  a  day  for  the  time  the 
clerk  is  actually  employed,  but  I  am  not  quite 
ready  to  vole  to  pay  these  clerks  SI, 800  for  the 
three  months  of  the  sliortscssion.  1  hope  thegen- 
tleman  from  Ohio  will  accept  my  suggestion,  and 
fix  the  pay  at  five  dollars  a  day  when  actually 
employed. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Is  this  subject  open  to  dis- 
cussion .' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  discussion  is  proceed- 
ing by  unanimous  consent,  the  previous  question 
having  been  demanded.  Unanimous  cons(>ntwas 
given  to  ihcgentleman  from  Ma.ssachu.s-ctis  [Mr. 
Dawks]  to  sj>cak,.[ind  he  ha.i  been  yielding  the 
floor. 
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Mr.  DAWES.  I  hope  the  genllcman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Schen'Ck]  will  not  lliiiilc  that  I  am  try- 
iiijj  lo  kill  his  resolution.  I  do  not  want  the  Coin- 
Hiitice  of  Elections  to  hnve  a  permanent  clerk  be- 
yond this  Congress,  but  if  the  House  will  recollect 
what  the  committee  had  to  do  in  the  very  last  days 
of  the  last  Congress,  and  if  they  will  recollect  that 
eighteen  cases  have  already  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  and  that  but  three  or  four 
of  them  have  been  disposed  of,  the  certainty  that 
some  cases  linvc  ^ot  to  go  over  until  the  next  ses- 
sion, and  the  probability  that  new  questions  will 
come  up,  I  think  they  will  see  that  it  is  not  too 
much  for  us  to  ask  that  we  may  employ  a  clerk 
(iuriiig  this  Congress  on  the  same  term3  as  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  With  the  permis- 
sion ol'  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Scuenck,] 
I  will  move  *o  amend  his  resolution  by  inserting 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Does  the  gentleman  offer 
that  amendment  under  instructions  from  his  com- 
mittee ? 

Mr.  DAWES.  Not  by  any  formal  vote  of  the 
committee,  but  1  have  conferred  with  members  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Then  I  have  to  say  thatthe 
resolution  which  I  offer  is  a  resolution  which  has 
been  withheld  for  some  time  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, but  at  length,  the  business  of  the  com- 
mittee becoming  so  onerous  and  occupying  the 
whole  time  and  attention  of  our  clerk,  we  fell  that 
his  compensation  was  inadequate,  and  I  was  di- 
rected to  offer  this  resolution.  I  have  no  doubt 
of  the  amount  of  labor  performed,  not  only  by  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  but  by  its  clerk,  and  if 
he  will  offer  a  distinct  resolution  under  the  in- 
structions of  his  committee,  placingtheclerkof  his 
committee  on  the  same  footing  with  the  clerks  of 
the  Committees  of  Ways  and  JVIeans  and  Claims, 
and  on  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  place  the  clerk 
of  the  Military  Coinmittee,  I  will  vote  for  it,  but  I 
prefer  that  each  case  shall  stand  on  its  own  merits. 

I  would  simply  remark  that  we  do  not  propose 
that  this  increased  pay  shall  go  back  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  but  only  to  the  first  of 
the  current  month.  We  think  that  this  additional 
compensation  need  not  commence  with  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session.  The  salary  of  |1, 800  per  year 
is  precisely  the  same  that  is  paid  to  the  clerks  of 
two  other  important  committees  of  the  House, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  and  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  I  venture  to  say,  without  any 
invidious  comparisons  being  made,  that  there  is 
nota  committee  of  this  House  that  is  more  bur- 
dened by  business  or  that  requires  the  performance 
of  more  labor  by  its  clerk  than  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  And  this  is  likely  to  be  the  case 
for  a  long  time  to  come.  1  now  move  the  previous 
question  on  the  resolution,  not  meaning  by  that  to 
decide  orassert  anything agaitistany  other  propo- 
sition of  the  same  kind.  I  am  willing,  when  they 
are  introduced,  lo  vote  upon  them  on  their  merits. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  1  ask  unanimous  coysentto 
put  a  question  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  inquire  what  the  pay  per 
diem  of  this  clerk  now  is? 

Mr.  SCHENCK.     Four  dollars. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  may  be  allowed  a  sugges- 
tion. I  have  observed  that  in  this  body,  as  in 
most  other  legislative  bodies,  whenever  one  of 
these  clerkships  is  made  permanent  it  never  goes 
bade  to  its  former  condition,  and  the  next  year 
unollier  coinmillee  makes  a  like  request  for  its 
clerk;  and  so  it  goes.  There  are  very  few  clerks 
in  the  Departments  who  are  paid  more  than  $1,800 
a  year  for  their  whole  time.  I  will  vote  in  favor 
of  giving  any  fair  per  diem  to  this  clerk  that  the 
committee  will  recommend  for  the  time  of  actual 
si;rvicr;,  but  1  am  utterly  o[)po.sed  to  this  idea  of 
allowing  them  annual  salaries. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affiiir.s  i-i  Just  calling  for  a  per- 
manent clerk,  and  I  think  that  the  Committeeon 
ConiniiMiM;  will  also  want  one  directly. 

Mr.  KERNAN.,  I  tru.st  the  Houae  will  not 
adopt  ilu:  resolution,  but  will  allow  this  clerk  such 
per  diem  coin|iens;ition  as  may  be  deemed  right. 

iMr.  SPALlJiNQ.  I  ask  leave  to  make  a  state- 
ment. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall,  if  this 
resolution  prevail,  certainly  introduce  a  resolution 
providing  for  a  fiermnnentclcrk  to  the  Committee 


on  Naval  Affairs.  I  believe  that  the  business  of 
that  committee  has  increased  as  nutch  as  has  the 
businessof  the  Committeeon  Military  Affairs.  1 
am  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  per  diem  com- 
pensation is  preferable  to  allowing  an  annual  sal- 
ary. If  four  dollars.)5er  day  be  not  enough  let  the 
committee  propose  a  resolution  increasing  it  to 
five,six,oreightdollarsperday.  I  object  to  pay- 
ing these  clerks  to  committees  annual  salaries, 
especially  in  these  times,  when  our  expenses  are 
so  enormous.  I  shall,  at  the  proper  time,  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  desire  to  make  a  suggestion. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  as  to  the  propriety  of  paying  per  diem 
compensation  to  the  clerks  of  those  committees 
whose  business  does  not  go  over  from  one  term 
to  another,  where  the  clerks  are  not  required  to 
consult  the  records  constantly,  where  it  is  not 
necessary  for  them  to  make  digests  of  precedents 
for  the  last  thirty  years.  If  I  did  not  suppose  that 
the  clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  had  just 
as  much  business  as  he  could  attend  to  for  the 
committee  during  the  recess,  1  would  not  ask  to 
have  an  annual  salary  allowed  him.  While  I  have 
never  voted  for  raising  salaries  oranything  of  that 
kind,  1  think  it  not  too  much  to  ask  the  House 
to  perinit  the  Committee  of  Elections  to  allow  their 
clerk  such  compensation  as  will  enable  the  com- 
mittee to  retain  him,  instead  of  forcingit  to  geta 
new  clerk  and  go  through  the  task  of  breaking 
him  in. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  was  going  to  propose  to 
withdraw  the  previous  question,  and  to  modify 
the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER,  Thegentlemanhasthepowcr 
to  modify  the  resolution  before  it  is  voted  on. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  will  modify  my  resolution 
so  as  to  fix  the  pay  at  tlie  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
day. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  discrimination  between  the  clerks  of 
cornmittecs. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  was  stating  the  reason 
why  I  fix  that  particular  sum. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  in  order,  as  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  undebatable;  but 
the  gentleman  can  modify  his  resolution  before 
the  vote  is  taken  on  it. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  ask  the  gentleman  who 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  to  permit 
me  to  state  why  I  select  that  sum. 

Mr.  MOLMAN.     I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  will  state  to  the  House 
that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  found  it 
necessary  for  the  work  they  had  to  do  to  employ 
a  gentleman  of  acquirements,  of  legal  knowledge; 
and  they  have  secured  a  gentleman  of  that  char- 
acter, whose  business  for  the  whole  year  is  neces- 
sarily broken  up.  Six  dollars  a  day  will  amount 
to  a  little  oVer  eighteen  hundred  dollars  a  year; 
but  being  paid  only  for  the  sessions  of  Congress, 
it  does  not  amount  to  near  the  compensation  given 
to  these  other  clerks.  I  modify  the  resolution  so 
that  it  will  make  his  pay  six  dollars  a  day  during 
the  sittinufs  of  Congress. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Make  itatthe  rate  of  $1,800 
a  year  for  the  time  he  is  engaged. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  will  tell  you  why  that  is 
unfair  and  unjust.  While  ^1,800  a  year  maybe 
a  jiroper  salary,  yet  to  pay  this  cleik  at  the  rate 
of  ^1,800  would  not  be  in  proportion  to  the  labor 
performed.  He  can  do  no  business  for  the  rest  of 
the  year.  I  wonder,  too,  that  this  suggestion 
comes  from  a  gentleman  who  is  one  of  a  commit- 
tee that  has  a  clerk  at  ^1,800  a  year.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  put  this  clerk  uf)on  the  same  footing,  but 
only  that  he  shalj  receive  six  dollars  a  day  during 
the  sessions  of  Congress. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  read. 

Mr.  DAWES.  1  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  let  me  move  an  amendment  for  the  clerk  to  the 
Coinmittee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  cannot  yield  for  that  pur- 
pose. Let  the  gentleman  bring  in  a  separate  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  ask  whether,  under  the 
operation  of  tin;  resolution,  this  clerk  will  be  kejU 
emjiloyed  during  the  recess  of  Congress.' 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  He  will  not.  I  demand  the 
previous  question. 


The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the, 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WILSON  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.   Holman   , 
and  ScHENCK  were  appointed. 

The  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayes  42, 
noes  50. 

Mr.  SPALDING  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  57,  nays  53;  as^ollows: 

YBAS — Messrs.  Jiitnes  C.  Allen,  Alley,  Bcainan,  Fran- 
cis P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Blow,  Cbanler,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell, 
Dawes,  Ueniin;;,  Driggs,  Kliot,  Faiiiswortli,  Garfield,  Gria- 
wolci,  Hale,  Mall,  Merrick,  nutcliins,Jencl{es,  Julian,  Kas- 
son,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellog!i,Kef  nan,  Kuapp,  Longyear, 
Mallory,  jMarvin,  McAllister,  McBride,  McClnrg,  VVilllaui 
11.  Miller,  Moorlieail,  Daniel  Morris,  Morrison,  Leonard 
Myers,  Nelson,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Pendlcion,  Perry, 
Samuel  J.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Kice,  Itogers,  Selienck, 
Shannon,  John-B.  Steele,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Ward,  VVhaley, 
Wilder,  Winfield,  and  Yeaman — 57. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Ancona,  Ashley,  .Augus- 
tus C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Bnutwell, 
Brandegee,  Brooniall,  James  S.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark, 
Clay,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Dumont,  Eldridge,  Fen- 
ton,  Frank,  Harding,  Harrington,  Highy,  Holmaiij  Hooper, 
Hotelikiss,  Kalbfleisch,  Long,  Marcy,  McDowell,  Middle- 
ton,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Amos  Myers,  Ortli,  Perliam, 
Pike,  Pomcroy,  Price,  lladlord,  Ross,  Seolield,  Spaldin|[, 
Starr,  StCvens,  Stiles,  Tracy,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Eliliu  B. 
Wasliburne,  VVheeler,  Williams,  Wilson,  and  Woodbridge 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon 
^he  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

AJIENDMENT  TO  HOMESTEAD  LAW. 
,Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Coinmittee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
truly  enrolled  an  act  (S.  No.  60)  amendatory  of 
the  homestead  law,  and  for  other  purposes,  when 
the  Speaker  signed  the  same. 

CLERK  TO  THE  NAVAL  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  SPALDING  submitted  the  folio  wing  reso- 
lution, on  which  he  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  be  paid  six  dollars  per  dleni  for  his  services  during 
the  sitting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ORTH  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  78,  nays  24;  as  follows: 

YE;\S — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Ancona,  Ashley,* 
Augifttns  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  lialdwin,  Baxter,  Bliss, 
Blow,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark, 
Clay,  Cole,  Cravens,  Deming,  Denison,  Driggs,  Dumont, 
Eliot,  Farnswortli,  Fenfon,  Frank,  Hall,  Harding,  Har- 
rington, Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Higby, 
Hoiman,  Hotehkiss,  Kalbfl(>iseh,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Ker- 
nan,  Long,  MeClurg,  McDowell,  Middleton,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  William  H.  Miller, Moorhcad,  Morrill,  Daniel  Mpr- 
ris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Noble,  Norton,  Charles 
O'Neill,  Ortli,  Patterson,  Pendleton,  Perhum,  Perry,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Price,  Radford,  John  H.  Rice,  Ross,  Scofield, 
Shannon,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Stiles,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Tracy, 
Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Elilui  B.  Wasliburne,  Whaley, 
Wheeler,  Wilson,  VVindoin,  Winfield,  and  Yeaman — 78. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Beaman,  Francis  P. 
Blair,  Chanter,  Cobb,  Creswell,  Dawes,  Griswold,  Hale, 
John  M.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Knnpp,  Longyear,Marvin, Mor- 
rison, Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Itandall,  Alexander  IL  I! ice,  Rogers, 
James  S.  Rollins,  John  li.  Steele,  Ward,  Williains,  and 
Wilder— -24. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Has  the  morning  hour  ex- 
pired ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  has.  The  Chair  would 
state  that  he  promised  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
that  he  would  state  during  the  morning  hour  that 
the  consideration  of  the  slii))  canal  bill  was  post- 
ponwl  until  to-day  until  after  the  morning  hour. 
That  bill  now  comes  up. 

Mr.  WASFIBURNE,  of  Illinois.  My  col- 
league, [Mr.  Arnold,]  who  has  charge  of  that 
bill,  is  confined  to  his  room  and  hi.s  bed  by  very 
severe  indisposition.  He  is  unable  to  be  here, 
and  I  ask  that  the  bill  be  po.stponed  until  Thurs- 
day next,  after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  ANCONA.     I  would  suggest  a  later  day. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,.of  Illino'is.  1  made  this 
ap|)licntion  ut  tiic  request  of  my  colleague,  who 
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is  sick  and  unable  to  be  here.  I  trust  there  wiTl 
be  no  objection. 

Mr.  A'NCONA.  Say  Thursday  week  or  Tues- 
day week. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  the  postponement  until  Thursday. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Butitisnotto  be  considered 
a  special  order? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  It  will  stand  just  as  it 
does  now,  after  the  morning  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that  the 
effectof  a  postponement  to  Thursday  will  proba- 
bly throw  it  over  to  a  later  day  in  consequence 
of  the  banking  bill  having  been  postponed  until 
Wednesday,  and  made  the  special  order  from  day 
to  day  until  disposed  of.  That  bill  will  probably 
occupy  more  than  one  day,  and  will  take  priority. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Then  I  move 
that  it  be  postponed  until  a  week  from  Monday, 
after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  ANCONA.     That  will  be  satisfactory. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  postponed  until  IVlon- 
day  week  after  the  morning  hour. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE.  , 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  desire  to  ask  leave  of 
absence  for  Mr.  McDowell  for  two  weeks  from 
Thursday  next. 

No  objection  bcitig  made,  leaveof  absence  was 
granted  accordingly. 

MILITAllY  ACADEMY. 

Mr.  FENTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  34)  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Academy  for  the  year  ending  30lh 
June,  1865,  reported  that  they  hadliad  under  con- 
sideration the  Senate  amendments  to  said  bill,  and 
recommended  a  concurrence  in  the  first,  second, 
and  third  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  a  con- 
currence in  the  fourth  amendment,  with  an  amend- 
ment, as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "Academy,"  in  the  fourth 
line  of  said  amendment,  down  to  and  including  the  word 
"States,"  at  the  end  of  said  aniendincnt,  and  insert  tiie 
words  "andthat  for  one  year  from  the  1st  day  of  July  next 
one  additional  cadet  for  each  district  shall  be  appointed  as 
now  provided  by  law." 

No  objection  being  made,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

First  amendment: 

Add  the  following  as  a  new  section  at  the  end  of  the  bill : 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  thirty-fifth 
section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  (or  enlisting  and  calling 
out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
March  3,  1863, shall  not  he  deemed  herearterto  prohibit  the 
payment  to  en  listed  men  employed  at  the  Miffltary  Academy 
of  the  extra-duty  pay  heretofore  allowed  by  law  to  enlisted 
men  when  employed  at  constant  labor  for  not  less  than  ten 
days  continuously. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  recommend  a  concurrence. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Second  amendment: 

Add  the  following  as  a  new  section: 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  furlliej-  enacted,  That  from  and  after 
the  1st  of  July,  1863,  the  annual  pay  of  cadets  at  the  Mil- 
itary Academy  at  West  Point  shall  be  the  same  as  that 
allowed  to  midshipmen  at  the  Naval  Academy,  and  the 
amount  necessary  for  that  purpose  is  liereby  ijipropriated. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  would  inquire  what  is  the 
increased  compensation  of  cadets  made  by  this 
amendment? 

Mr.  FENTON.  The  present  compensation  is 
thirty  dollars  a  month.  This  amendment  would 
make  it  forty  dollars  and  a  fraction.  Midship- 
men (it  the  Naval  Academy  are  allov/ed  $500  a 
year,  and  thi.s  amendment  would  increase  it  to 
tliat  sum.  According  to  the  statements  of  the 
Supei'intendentand  other  oflicers  of  the  Academy 
the  present  .sum  is  entirely  insufficient  to  support 
these  cadets,  and  that  an  indebtedness  of  nearly 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  has  accrued  against  them 
for  sup[)lifs.  The  SuperinlendciH  further  st'jxtes 
that  !j},6,000  is  now  required  to  give  the  cadets  a 
pioper  uniform  and  outfitfor  theen.suing  season, 
und  he  has  not  n  dollar  fur  such  purpose. 

Mr.  HOLMAN      The  whole  compensation  at 
lii.s  time  is  liiirty  dollar.s  per  month? 

iMr.  FENTOlX.     his. 

Mr.  IJOLMAN.  And  thisamendmentincreases 
It  to  forty  (hjllars? 

.   Mr.  FENTON.     Yes;  forty  dollars  and  a  little 
)vor — fi50Q  per  annum. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     It  gives  them  ft500a  vear> 

Mr.  FENTON.     Yes,  sir.  ' 

Mr.SfALDING.  I  object  to  this  amendment. 


sir.  I  object  to  it  because  I  regard  it  as  an  enter- 
ing wedge  to  an  increase  in  all  the  salaries  of  our 
officers.  I  have  looked  for  this  all  along.  I  ex- 
pected that  we  should  commence  with  the  cadets 
at  West  Point,  and  now  it  is  upon  us,  and  I  think 
we  ought  to  take  our  stand. 

If  we  adopt  this  amendment  of  the  Senate  and 
increase  the  pay  of  these  pupils  at  West  Point, 
we  will  have  to  increase  the  pay  of  every  clerk  in 
every  Department  of  the  Government. 

Mr.WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  believe  that 
I  have  been  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Spalding]  on  every  measure  which  has  been  pro- 
posed in  regard  to  the  increase  of  salaries,  and  1 
trust  that  I  shall  be  with  him  to  the  end,  but  I  dif- 
fer with  him  with  regard  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  had  not  quite  finished  my 
remarks.  I  was  about  to  say  that  this  is  a  mat- 
ter of  principle,  and  hence  I  feel  constrained  to 
vote  against  this  increase  of  pay  to  the  cadets  at 
West  Point.  I  have  uniformly  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session  of  Congress  voted 
against  increasing  the  pay  of  any  employes  of  the 
Government.  I  would  not  doit  in  my  own  case; 
I  would  not  do  it  in  the  case  of  any  favorite  friend 
of  mine,  and  I  think  there  is  nothing  in  the  dis- 
tinction about  to  be  taken  in  behalf  of  these  stu- 
dents at  West  Point  which  should  call  upon  us  to 
increase  their  pay.  Why,sir,  who  are  they?  Are 
they  the  sons  of  poor  and  poverty-stricken  men 
who  cannot  maintain  themselves  and  purchase 
decent  wearing  apparel  ?  There  is  nothing  of  this. 
A  great  majority  of  these  cadets  are  the  sons  of 
men  of  wealth  and  position.. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  would  state  to  the  gentleman 
that  a  majority  of  those  at  present  in  the  institu- 
tion, according  to  my  information,  ai'e  either  the 
sons  of  poor  parents,  or  orphan  boys. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  One  of  the  cadets  from  my 
district  wrote  me  a  letter  asking  me  to  vote  for  this 
increase  of  wages,  and  said  to  me  the  reason  was 
that  he  could  not  have  new  and  fashionable  coats 
as  often  as  he  wished  to  under  the  present  pay. 
I  know  that  the  parents  of  that  young  man  can 
maintain  him  if  they  see  fit  to  do  so,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  for  the  Government  to  give  him  this  in- 
creased pay  in  order  to  keep  him  in  decent  ap- 
parel. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if 
he.has  that  letter?  It  would  probably  throw  some 
light  upon  this  subject  if  he  would  read  it  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  The  letter  is  in  my  room, 
if  I  have  preserved  it;  and  if  1  have,  1  do  not 
think  the  gentleman  has  any  right  to  call  upon  me 
to  produce  it.  It  is  a  jjrivate  letter;  but  I  state 
the  contents  correctly,  substantially,  upon  my 
honor  and  upon  my  official  responsiiMlity.  Is  ihe 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  satisfied  ?  I  have 
done,  sir.      ^ 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  have  al- 
ready stated  that  I  have  been  opposed  to  all  these 
propositions  for  the  increase  of  salaries.  But  in 
this  case  1  can  perceive  the  absolute  justice  of 
raising  the  pay  of  these  cadets  to  the  same  amount 
as  midshipmen  receive  at  the  Naval  School.  I 
know  of  no  reason  for  any  distinction.  And  so 
far  as  the  amount  which  these  cadets  receive  is 
concerned,  I  know  it  to  be,  from  information 
which  I  know  to  be  trustworthy,  absolutely  in-, 
sufficient  to  support  them  there.  The  cadet  whom 
I  had  the  honor  of  appointing,  and  who  stands 
very  high  in  his  class,  is  the  son  of  a  poor  man, 
and  his  father  is  unable  to  furnish  him  with  funds 
sufficient  to  meet  his  expenses.  1  think  it  just 
and  proper,  and  I  hope  that  the  House  will  agree 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  this  amendment  will 
prevail.  It  is  very  well  ascertained,  certified  upon 
the  responsibility  of  the  Superintendent  of  this  de- 
parMnent,  that  the  present  pay  will  not  clothe  the 
cadets  in  a  decent  manner  and  support  them,  and 
they  have  been  obliged  to  incur,  under  a  most  eco- 
nomical administration,  a  debt  for  past  times;  and 
they  say  that  the  amount  now  proposed  is  as  little 
as  they  can  be  supported  at  without  drawing  upon 
other  funds. 

Now,  it  is  not  true,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends,  that  these  boys  are  the  children  of  rich 
parents.  There  may  be  some  of  them  who  are  so. 
it  is  no  crime  to  be  the  son  of  a  rich  parent,  and  1 
would  not  exclude  lads  on  that  account.  But  I 
know  that  those  who  have  been  appointed  from 
my  district  have  uniformly  been  the  sons  of  poor 


persons  who  could  not  furnish  a  dollar  for  their 
support. 

Sir,  I  adopted  this  rule:  I  asked  three  gentle- 
men to  act  as  examiners  of  all  applicants.  They 
were  three  learned  men,  and  they  did  so,  and  I 
requested  the-m  in  my  instructions  not  to  consider 
wealth  asdisqualifyingcandidates,  butthat  where 
there  was  equality  of  qualifications  they  should 
prefer  a  poor  man's  son,  and  they  have  done  so, and 
those  from  my  district  in  both  the  Military  and 
Naval  Schools  are  the  sons  of  poor  men,  and  they 
were  sent  there  in  pursuance  of  my  instructions. 
I  say  that  their  parents  cannot,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, contribute  to  their  support;  and  those 
who  resist  this  proposition  are,  without  intending 
it,  making  a  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  sons 
of  rich  men  and  against  the  sons  of  poor  men. 
Unless  this  amendment  be  adopted  the  sons  of  poor 
men  will  have  to  leave  the  institution,  and  their 
places  will  be  supplied  by  the  sons  of  wealthy 
parents. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,!  wish  to  add  my 
testimony  to  what  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens.]  I  do  not 
know  what  may  be  tFie  class  from  which  cadets 
from  Ohio  are  selected.  Very  likely  it  is  as  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Spalding]  suggests.  But  the 
■cadet  from  my  own  district  is  a  poor  Irish  boy. 
The  only  time  I  ever  saw  him  he  was  shoveling 
sand.  He  was  selected  on  a  competitive  exam- 
ination, in  the  same  manner  as  has  been  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  I 
know  that  he  would  not  spend  a  dollar  unneces- 
sarily. He  never  saw  so  lai-ge  a  sum  as  thirty 
dollars  until  he  went  to  West  Point.  His  father 
is  a  day-laborer,  working  with  his  spade  and 
shovel  for  his  daily  support,  and  is,  of  course, 
unable  to  contribute  anything  to  the  defraying  of 
his  son's  expenses. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  merely  desire  to 
say  that,  so  far  as  I  know  the  case  of  these  young 
men,  the  precise  result  will  be  brought  about  that 
has  been,  spoken  of  by  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Dawes.]  Resignations  must  take  place  among 
the  sons  of  poor  parents  unless  the  pay  of  the 
cadets  is  increased.  The  only  young  man  that  I 
have  appointed  there  is  one  whose  parents  are  too 
poor  to  be  able  to  contribute  anything  to  the  pay- 
ment of  his  expenses.  And  1  have  notice,  be- 
cause his  friends  cannot  provide  means  for  his 
support,  that  he  will  have  to  retire  from  the  Acad- 
emy unless  Congress  increase  the  compensation 
to  cadets. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  if  he  cannot  clothe  himself, 
on  $300  a  year. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  It  is  not  the  matter  of  clothing 
entirely. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     What  is  it— whisky? 
Mr.  ELIOT.     No,  sir;  it  is  not  wliisky. 
Mr.  ASHLEY.     The  Government   supplies 
their  board. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon. 
Their  board  is  charged  to  them.  I  have  seen  a 
statementofthe  necessary  expenses  of  tliese  young 
men,  and  I  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that 
these  expenses  cannot  be  defrayed  out  of  their 
present  pay. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  is  not 
clothing  merely.  It  is  the  whole  expenses.  The 
cadet  is  charged  for  board  and  everything. 

Mr.  FENTON.  From  1802  to  1857  the  pay 
of  cadets  at  West  Point  School  was  sixteen  dol- 
lars per  month  with  two  rations,  which  amounted 
in  all  to  about  thirty-four  or  thirty-five  dollars  a 
month.  In  1857  it  was  changed  to  thirty  dollars 
a  month,  and  that  sum  was  barely  sufficient  to 
support  the  cadets  prior  to  the  advanced  rates 
which  have  resulted  from  the  war.  Not  only  the 
clothing  and  boanl.butall  the  other  expenses  are 
charged  against  them,  and  have  to  be  paid  outof 
the  thirty  dollars  a  month.  This  pay  is  entirely 
insufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  already,  as  I  have 
before  stated,  an  indebtedness  of  some  $15,000 
has  been  incurred.  I  take  the  liberty  to  read  from 
letters  of  the  Superintendent.  The  first  is  dated 
December  10th  last: 

"  I  take  llic  liberty  of  reminding  you  of  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity for  putting  the  cach'is  at  the  Military  Academy  on 
tlie  same  fooling  as  the  eailets  at  the  Naval  Academy.  It 
is  now  a  demonstrated  liiet  that  with  the  greatly  increased 
value  of  provisions,  and  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  the  pay 
of  the  cadets  i«  insuflieient  to  support  them.  Month  after 
month,  with  the  closest  economy,  their  indebtedness  in- 
creases, and  now  the  corps  have  purchased  on  a  credit 
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nmniintiii^  to  5:15,000.  ITiiloss  tlicy  can  obtain  reliof  it  is 
not  (lill'icurt  to  lorcsoe  Iidw  the  matter  must  end.  Many 
oltlie  cailots  are  absolntely  in  raijs." 

He  writes  again  on  tlie  25tli  of  Feljruary: 
"Toiicliing  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the.  increase  of  the 
cmJcis'  pay,!  beg  to  siato  lliat  two  days  since  I  suggested 
to  ColonelClitz.  the  commandant  of  the  corps,  that  during 
the  fine  weatlier  it  would  bo  well  to  have  lull  dress  pa- 
rades. nisre|)ly  wasihatso  many  of  the  corps  were  ragged 
and  shoeless  tiiat  not  enough  were  left  to  make  a  respect- 
able show,  and  he  thought  it  had  better  not  be  attempted. 
Tlie  '  ragged  squad  '  is  increasing  so  rapidly  that  if  some- 
thing is  iiot  (lone  to  relieve  the  corps  belbre  the  season  of 
out-door  exercises  begins,  we  shall  not  have  presentable 
cadets  enoush  to  make  a  corporal's  guard  that  may  appear 
out  of  the  area  of  barracks.  This  should  not  bi'.  Some- 
thing must  be  done,  and  done  quickly.  Every  species  of 
economy  known  to  me,  and  lo  the  other  oflicers  in  charge. 
Is  used  to  eke  out  the  inadequate  pay,  but  with  wliat  rc- 
Eulls  the  above  statement  will  show." 

1  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CHANLER.  1  ask  the  gentloman  to 
allow  me  to  make  a  statement. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Certainly.  I  withdraw  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  CHANLER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  in  favor 
of  this  proposition,  because  it  equalizes  tiie  two 
institutions — theMilitaryAcadeniy  and  tiie Naval 
Academy — which  certainly  sliould  be  on  the  same 
footing.  There  is  no  reason  why  a  discrimina. 
lion  should  be  made  between  them.  West  Point 
is  the  older  institution  of  the  two,  and  has  cer- 
tainly furnished  able  and  excellent  illustrations 
of  the  advantage  of  such  a  military  school.  A 
plan  has  been  adopted  in  the  city  of  New  York 
■which  I  hope  will  spread  gradually  over  the  whole 
country,  opening  to  the  children  in  the  public 
schools  the  avenues  of  promotion  which  some 
gentlemen  seem  to  think  are  exclusively  open  to 
the  children  of  the  wealthy  classes.  TJiere  cer- 
tainly can  be  no  reason  why  an  opportunity  should 
not  be  given  to  the  sons  of  the  poor  to  get  into 
the  Military  Academy  as  cadets,  with  the  same 
advantages  in  every  respect  as  tliose  enjoyed  by 
the  sons  of  the  rich. 

Mr.  FENTON  demanded  the  previous  question 
on  the  Senate  amendments. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  SPALDING  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  pending  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Third  amendment: 

Add  as  an  adrlitiorial  section  : 

Sec.  4.  Jliid  he  it  further  enacteil.  That  cadets  found  de- 
ficient at  any  examination  shall  not  be  contiimed  at  tlie 
MilitaryAcademy or  be  reappointed,  <^xceptnpon  the  rec- 
ommen(faiion  of  the  academic  board. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.     Is  not  that  the  law  now.? 

Mr.  FENTON.  It  is  substantially  the  prac- 
tice at  present.  This  kaves  the  matter  to  the 
academic  board. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Fourth  amendment: 

Add  the  following  as  an  additional  section  : 

Sec.  .'>.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  part  of  the 
money  hereby  appropriated  sliall  be  applied  to  the  support 
or  pay  of  any  cadets  hereal'ter  appointed  not  in  eonfoiniily 
with  the  express  provisi(msof  law  regulating  appointments 
of  cadets  at  that  Academy ;  and  that  until  the  rebellion  is 
suppressed  the  President  shall  bc!  authorized  to  appoint  a 
cadet  (or  each  congressional  district  not  reprcsenleil  in  the 
H<jus(.'of  Representatives,  to  be  selected  from  the  merito- 
rious and  deserving  young  soldiers  in  the  regular  ami  vol- 
unteer forces  of  the  United  States,  to  he  apportioned  among 
the  rijspective  States  as  near  as  may  be  according  to  the 
Jtopulalion  of  said  Slates. 

Mr.  FENTON.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  bc  concurred  in  with  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  Academy,"  and  in  lieu 
thereof  insert  the  following: 

And  that  for  one  year  from  ilie  1st  day  of  July  next  one 
nddltional  cadet  for  each  district  uhall  he  appointed  as  now 
provided  by  law. 

The  amendment  to  the  amend  men  I  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  amendment,  as  amended,  was  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  FENTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
Ijy  which  the  Senate  amendments  were;  comuirred 
in;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  lo  reconsid(;r 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  laiter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

.N'.\TIONAL  CUnilENCY  BILL. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLAPJC,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  back  the  following  resolutioi), 


and  demanded  the  previous  question  on  its  adop- 
tion: 

licsoivcd,  That  th'TC  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  three  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  bill  of 
tlyf  House  No.  3,13,  to  provide  a  national  eiurency  secured 
by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks,  and  to  provide  for  the 
circulation  and  redemption  thereof,  the  same  to  bc  in  pam- 
phl<:t  form. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered,  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK  moved  to  reconsider  the- 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and 
also  moved  that  tlie  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRINTING  OF  Tllli:  LAWS. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  the  following  resolution;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Resolved, ThaHhf  SuperintendentofPnblic  Printingshall 
cause  to  be  printed  one  tliousand  copies  of  all  laws  and  joint 
resolutions  immediately  upon  their  passage  for  the  use  of 
members ol'tlie  House;  and  shall, in  addition  tliereto, cause 
to  be  printed  and  hound,  at  tlie  end  of  tlie  session,  five 
thousand  copies  thereof  for  the  above  use. 

POUT  OF  PORTLAND,  MAINE. 

Mr.  SWEAT,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  providing  that  the  port  of  Portland, 
Maine,  shall  be  placed  upon  the  same  basis  as  the 
ports  enumerated  in  llie  ninth  section  of  the  act 
approved  May  7,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  further 
to  establish  the  compensation  of  officers  of  cus- 
toms, and  to  alter  certain  collection  districts,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Cohimittee  on 
Commerce.  ' 

FRENCH  SHIP  LA  MANCHI3.' 

Mr.  STEBBINS  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Private  Calendar  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  Senate 
bill  No.  142,  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the 
French  ship  La  Manche,and  that  it  be  put  on  its 
passage. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and  it 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  STEBBINS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  mo.ved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

FLEET  PAYMASTERS,  ETC. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  the  following  bills;  which 
were  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs; 

A  bill  authoriziing  the  appointment  of  fleet  pay- 
masters and  fleet  engineers;  and    • 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  etlucation  of  naval  con- 
structors and  engineers  at  the  Naval  Academy, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

MARY  E.  HAZZARD. 
Mr.  DUMONT,by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Haz- 
zard,  wife  ofthe  late  Captain  George  W.  Hazzard, 
who  died  of  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  White 
Oak  Swamp,  Virginia;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  PERFIAM,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  lo: 

ResoliieJ,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  be 
Inslriicted  to  iiKjuire  wlnnhcr  any  further  legislation  is  ne- 
cessary to  equalize  the  naval  and  military  pensions,  and 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

UNITED  STATES  PROPERTY  AT  ST.  LOUIS. 

Mr.  BLOW,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  adjust  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  United  Slates  reservation  powder  magazine 
and  marine  hospital  tract;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Land.-<. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  move  to  postpone  the 
special  order,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  on  tlie  Army  appropriation  bill. 

Tiic  motion  was  airrced  lo. 


So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Wilson  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration ofthe  bill  (li.  R.  No.  li)8)  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1865. 

The  bill  was  first  read  through,  and  subse- 
quently read  by  clauses  for  amendment. 

The  clause  having  been  read  makiiig.oppropri- 
ation  for  the  transportation  of  the  Aimy,  &c., 

Mr.  KERNAN  said:  I  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting at  the  end  thereof  the  following 'proviso: 

Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  moneys  hereby  appropri- 
ated shall  be  expended  for  the  transportation  of  persons 
employed  in  the  civil  department  ofthe  Government  to  or 
from  their  homes  at  the  public  expense. 

In  offering  this  amendment  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  ofthe  House  to  abuses  which  I  believe 
lo  have  been  practiced,  and  which,  if  practiced, 
certainly  should  be  stopped.  This  bill,  and  this 
part  of  it  with  others,  appropriates  large  sums  for 
transportation.  We  recently  passed  a  bill  appro- 
priating large  sums,  and  many  millions  beyond 
the  estimates.  Now,  sir,  I  have  been  informed, 
and  upon  authority  so  good  that  if  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  examine  it  I  think  it  can  be  proved, 
that  very  large  sums  of  the  public  moneys  were 
expended  last  year  for  the  purpose  of  the  trans- 
portation of  persons  employed  in  the  civil  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  to  their  homes  and  back 
again.  It  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
those  persons  to  vote  in  the  States  where  they 
resided. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  very  proper  that  persons  hold- 
ing clerkships  here  should,  if  they  see  fit,  go  homo 
to  vote;  bjt  it  is  very  improper  tliat  they  should 
be  sent  home  by  thousands,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed they  have  been,  every  man  of  them  hav- 
ing a  ticket. which  transported  him  at  the  public 
expense,  as  though  they  had  been  soldiers  going 
to  and  from  the  war.  I  do  not  state  this,  of 
course,  of  my  own  knowledge;  but  I  do  not  slate 
it  upon  mere  rumor.  I  believe  I  can  name  per- 
sons who,  if  sworn,  will  have  to  testify  that  com-  ^ 
miltees  came  lo  the  Departments  in  this  city  from 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  from  other  States, 
that  clerks  were  interrogated  how  they  would 
vote,  and  every  man  who  said  he  would  vote  in 
favor  ofthe  Re]iublican  candidate  had  a  furlough 
of  two  weeks  without  loss  of  pay,  and  was  fur- 
nished transportation  home  and  back,  and  at  the 
public  expeifse,  as  I  am  led  to  believe. 

Now,  I  am  sure  this  House  would  not  sanction 
such  a  praatice.  It  is  an  outrage  upon  the  Treas- 
ury, and  I  have  desired  lo  put  a  proviso  in  this 
bill  which  shall  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Con- 
gress find  the  law  prohibit  the  transportation  of 
civil  employes  of  the  Government  home  at  the 
jiublic  expense  for  the  purpose  of  voting,  or  for 
any  other  purpose.  If  they  choose  lo  visit  their 
homes  they  must  visit  them  at  their  own  expense, 
as  every  other  employ^  not  a  soldier  in  the  Army 
must  do.  Abuses,  I  am  informed,  have  been 
practiced  to  a  very  large  extent,  men  being  se- 
lected out  because  they  would  vote  in  a  particular 
direction,*and  then  furnished  with  transportation 
home,  they  all  the  lime  drawing  their  pay  and 
doing  no  duly  during  the  two  weeks.  Now,  if 
they  go  home  to  vole,  let  them  go  like  any  other 
citizens,  at  their  own  e"Xpense,  and  do  not  let  us 
saddle  the  Treasury  with  any  such  corrupt  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  There  is  no  necessity  for 
this  amendment,  unless  it  be  intended  as  an  im- 
plied censure  upon  times  past.  The  bill  does  iK^t 
authorize  any  such  expenditure.  On  the"  other 
hand  it  confines  it  entirely  to  the  military  service 
of  the  country. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Keh- 
nan]  has  been  entirely  misled,  for  if  he  had  known 
the  truth  he  would  not  have  said  what  he  lias 
said;  I  am  quite  sure  that  his  candor  would  have 
prevented  him  from  making  such  statements  if 
lie  had  known  the  truth.  1  therefore  take  it  that 
he  has  been  deceived  by  what  he  supposes  to  be 
correct  informalion,  but  which  is  not.  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  gentleman  does  not  affirm  it  upon 
his  own  knowledge.  The  gentleman  may  hunt 
through  tlie  Departments, tuul  (!xamineinto  every 
case  t)f  a  clerk  who  went  home  lo  vote,  or  upon, 
any  other  business,  about  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion, and  lie  will  find  that  in  no  case  has  traiia- 
|)ortatioi)  been  furnished  by  the  Government. 

I  know  that  so  far  as  Pennsylvania  is  concerned, 
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although  a  good  mtiny  clerks  desired  to  go  homn, 
according  to  anciciu  and  uniform  custom,'  to  rote 
at  tlic  time  of  tiie  election,  they  all  either  paid 
their  own  transportation  or  it-was  paid  hy  their 
friends,  or,  if  you  please,  out  ofu  political  fund, 
and  was  not  charged  upon  the  Treasury,  nor  upon 
any  Department  of  the  Government. 

I  assure  the  gentleman  that  upon  examination 
he  will  find  that  iiig  information  has  been  wholly 
incorrect;  and  I  am  sure  that  if  he  had  known  it 
to  be  incorrect  he  would  not  have  made  this  charge 
against  the  Government.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  necessity  for  tliis  amendment,  and  there  was, 
excepting  through  misinformation  upon  wliicli 
the  gentleman  relied,  scarcely  any  justification 
for  making  the  statement  which  he  did.  I'know 
he  made  it  honestly;  I  know  he  would  not  have 
made  it  otherwise;  but  he  made  it  under  a  mis- 
take, and  in  consequejice  of  information  which 
lias  deceived  him.  I  venture  to  say  that  he  will 
find  all  of  it  to  be  untrue. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  certainly  would  not  make 
any  such  grave  charge,  even  as  a  matterof  belief, 
if  1  had  a  serious  doubt  as  to  its  correctness.  I 
took  pains  to  say  to  the  House  thatl  did  notailirm 
this  of  my  own  knowledge.  I  do  not.  1  did  say 
to  the  House,  however,  thatl  made  the  statement 
on  information  quite  direct,  and  which  I  believe 
to  be  true.  I  will  state  now  that  I  did  get  the  in- 
formation from  those  who  were  then  employes 
in  Departments  of  theGovernment,  and  are  now. 
.1  may  go  that  far  without  any  impropriety.  I  did 
understand  that  every  man  who  went  home  went 
home  not  at  his  own  expense.  My  informant 
stated  that  he  did  not  understand  that  their  ex- 
penses were  paid  by  a  committee,  and  that  he  be- 
lieved they  were  sent  at  the  publicexpense.  Now 
this  may  be  all  untrue;  for  the  sake  of  the  coun- 
try I  hope  it  is;  but  that  is  pretty  direct  inform- 
ation to  come  to  a  member  of  Congress  and  he 
not  call  attention  to  it,  that  there  may  be  a  vindi- 
cation if  there  is  a  mistake, and  that  astrong  hand 
may  be  laid  upon  it  if  any  such  corrupt  practice 
has  prevailed.  I  also  got  further  information  from 
a  clerk  in  the  transportation  department,  who,  as 
I  understand,  saw  the  passes,  which  went  through 
his  hands,  and  they  were,  as  he  gave  me  to  un- 
derstand, such  passes  as  soldiers  who  are  trans- 
ported by  the  Government  use  when  they  pass. 

Now,  {  may  be  in  error.  1  say  again  I  hope 
that  I  am.  But  it  will  do  no  harm  to  put  in  this 
proviso,  and  let  the  committee  of  this  House 
whose  duty  it  is  to  look  into  the  public  expendi- 
tures— I  call  their  attention  to  it — examine  and 
see  whether  these  clerks,  who  went  home  in  large 
numbers,  had  their  expenses  paid  by  some  polit- 
ical committee,  or  traveled  at  the  expense  of  the 
tax-payers  of  this  country.  I  know,  sir,  that  the 
law  does  npt  permit  it  to  be  done;  but  if  such  a 
thing  has  been  done  it  is  right  that  the  House 
should  mark  their  condemnation  of  the  act  by 
putting  a  proviso  in  this  bill  forbidding  the  trans- 
portation of  civilians  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  public  expense. 

Sir,  I  learned  these  facts  somewhatincidentally. 
These  gentlemen  did  not  come  to  me  to  inform, 
but  they  made  remarks  which  led  me  to  believe 
that  this  outrage  on  the  Treasury  had  been  per- 
petrated. I  desired,  at  the  first  opportunity,  to 
have  a  proviso  inserted  in  the  proper  bill  forbid- 
ding this;  and  1  desired,  in  this  manner — prop- 
erly, 1  trust — to  ca4l  theattention  of  the  House, 
which  should  be  the  guardian  of  the  Treasury,  to 
information  that  I  have  Jiad  which  leads  me  to 
believe  it  was  so.  1  desire  that  there  shall  bean 
investigation  into  this  thing,  that  we  may  know 
whether  it  bo  true  or  whether  it  be  false.  If  it  be 
false  I  shall  rejoice;  if  true  we  cannot  express 
loo  strongly  the  condemnation  by  Congress  and 
people  of  any  such  practice. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  said 
before,  there  is  no  part  of  this  bill  which  would 
justify  an  expenditure  for  anything  but  what  is 
specified  in  the  bill,  and  the  adoption  of  such  an 
amendment  would  be  a  mere  censure.  If  there 
has  been  any  such  abuse  of  the  powers  of  the 
Government  it  is  right  that  it  should  not  only  be 
declared  here  but  investigated.  But  I  am  sure  that 
the  gentlenrian  does  not  want  to  have  this  go  forth 
to  the  public  as  a  suspicious  rumor.  I  call  ujion 
him  now  to  give  the  name  of  his  informant,  and 
r  pledge  myself  to  introduce, a  resolution,  before 
this  House  adjourns  to-dny,  to-send  the  investi- 
gation to  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war. 


Mr.KEIlNAN.  As  I  said  before,  it  would  not 
be  proper  in  me  to  bring  the  name  of  the  individ- 
ual on  whose  information  I  spoke  before  the  pub- 
lic; butif  a  committee  of  investigation  be  raised  I 
will  name  witnesses  who  must  know  whether  it 
be  true  or  not. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  committee  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  war  is  already  raised,  and  I  call  upon 
the  gentleman,  as  a  duty  which  he  owes  to  the 
country,  as  a  duty  which  he  owes  to  himself  as 
a  man  of  honor,  to  give  lis  the  name  of  his  in- 
formant, and  I  shall  ur^dertake  to  send  the  matter 
forthwith  to  the  committee.  1  pronounce  the 
whole  thing  false. 

Mr.  ItERNAN.  While  I  cannot  say  that  it  is 
true 

iMr.  STEVENS.  Then  the  gentleman  should 
not  have  mentioned  it. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  If  the  gentleman  will  give  me, 
not  a  whitewashing  committee,  but  an  investi- 
gating committee,  I  will  name  the  witnesses  who  I 
think  will  prove  the  truth  of  what  1  said. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Ifthe  gentleman  will  notgive 
us  the  name  of  his  informant,  that  we  may  send 
it  before  that  committee,  I  hold  him  responsible 
for  the  clamor,  and  the  country  will  hold  him  re- 
sponsible for  it.  The  Administration  cannot  be 
scandalized  in  this  way  by  gentlemen  occupying 
a  privileged  place  here,  unless  they  are  willing  to 
come  UJ1  and  declare  the  nuthoritjifor  theirstate- 
ments.  Ifthe  thing  charged  has  been  done,  those 
who  did  it  deserve  the  severest  censure.  If  it  has 
not  been  done,  those  who  raise  the  false  clamor 
cannot  be  held  excused.  And  I  again  call  on  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  furnish  me,  either 
here  or  privately,  with  the  name  of  his  informant, 
that  I  may  send  it  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  will  not  be  put  in  a  false 
position.  I  took  great  pains  to  say  to  this  House, 
in  guarded  language,  that  I  could  not  affirm  it  was 
true.  1  took  great  pains, nevertheless,  to  say  that 
I  had  acquired  information  which  led  me  to  be- 
lieve it  to  be  true.  Let  there  be  a  fair  committee 
raised  to  investigate  at  whose  expense  these  men 
were  transported  home  to  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania from  their  Departments;  and  if  what  I 
have  stated  is  not  shown  to  be  true,  no  man  will 
be  readier  than  I  to  admit  that  I  was  misled.  The 
gentleman  [Mr.  Stevens]  is  an  old  parliamenta- 
rian. He  knows  very  well  that  I  cannot  come  be- 
fore the  House  and  expose  clerks  who  may  have 
made  remarks  inadvertently  in  my  presence  and 
who  would  be  subjected  to  great  persecution  if 
their  names  were  divulged  here.  But  give  us  an 
investigating  committee,  and  I  will  furnish  the 
names  of  witnesses  who  will  testify  as  to  this  mat- 
ter, and  we  will  get  at  the  truth. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  There  will  be  no  persecution 
of  the  man  who  tells  the  truth.  If  he  isa  liar  and 
perjurer,  he  will  be  punished;  but  if  he  tells  the 
truth,  he  will  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  country. 
If  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  allowed 
himself  to  be  misled  and  placed  in  an  unenviable 
position,  he  ought  to  set  himself  right.  As  to  the 
committee  being  impartial,  it  does  not  lie  in  the 
mouth  of  a  gentleman  to  impeach  a  comniittce 
already  raised  by  both  branches  of  Congress  by 
insinuating  that  it  is  not  iin|iartial.  Had  some 
other  gentleman  made  this  allegation  1  would  not 
have  been  surprised;  but  they  conic  to  me  with 
astonishment  from  the  gentleman  who  has  made 
them;  and  I  again  say  that  unless  he  gives  the 
names  he  must  be  put  down  as  the  calumniator. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  have  a  strong  belief  in  the  truth  of  the  charge 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Kernan.]  I  do  not  believe  this  Administration 
of  the  Government  incapable  of  doing  what  has 
been  charged  on  it;  and  I  shall  wait  for  the  in- 
vestigation offered  to  be  made  to  bring  the  facts 
to  light.  I  do  not  know  the  facts  that  have  been 
stated;  but,  as  I  have  already  said,  I  have  the 
strongest  suspicion  that  they  are  true. 

I  sliould  like  to  know  who  furnishes  transpor- 
tation for  the  slave  women  and  children  stolen 
from  St.  Mary's  county,  Maryland.  Recently, 
sir,  Government  vessels  and  steamers  came  there 
and  robbed  the  owners  of  their  women  and  chil- 
dren under  the  pretense  that  they  were  the  wives 
and  offspring  of  those  who  had  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  Army.  Who  paid  for  that.'  Where 
is  the  law  which  will  justify  even  the  robbing  the 
owners  of  the  negro  women  and  children  of  Gov- 
ernment soldiers.' 


Mr.  STEVENS.  I  call  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  to  order.  He  is  not  speaking  to  the 
amendment  before  the  committee,  but  has  raised 
issues  of  his  own.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  I  did  not  hear 
the  witty  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania. He  always  has  sotnething  to  excite 
the  mirth  of  that  side  of  the  House. 

I  assert  here,  sir,  that  there  is  no  law  for  the 
robbery  jierpetrated  by  the  infamous  General  Ben- 
jamin F.  Butler.  There  is  no  law  to  justify  the 
bringing  of  steamers  along  the  shore  and  robbing 
my  constituents  of  their  slaves.  You  have  passed 
laws  to  take  certain  negroes  within  certain  ages, 
and  then  there  is  an  order  of  the  military  depart- 
ment by  which  these  steamers  are  brought  along 
the  shore  to  rob  us  of  women  and  children  and 
to  take  them  to  Fortress  Monroe.  This  has  taken 
place  in  St.  Mary's  county,  where  I  have  lately 
been .  Some  of  my  constituents  have  been  robbed 
of  all  their  servants.  I  myself  have  been  a  great 
sufTerer.  I  am  not  excited  on  that  account,  al- 
though I  have  a  right  to  demand  justice.  I»think 
that  the  Administration  which  would  sanction 
such  a  robbery  would  be  guilty  of  any  thing,  and 
especially  tlie  charges  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  not  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Kernan, ]'but  1  heard  his 
brief  response  to  my  venerable  and  distinguished 
colleague,  [Mr.  Stevens,]  in  which  he  implicated 
Pennsylvania  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  say  that  loyal  and  honest  voters  absent 
from  thatcity  and  State  on  duty  were  concentrated 
there,  and  patriotic  soldiers  who  were  legally  en- 
titled to  vote,  but  were  in  hospital  here  or  else- 
where, were  transferred  to  their  respective  voting 
districts  that  they  might  exercise  their  legal  right. 
I  beg  leave  also  to  say  to  him  and  this  House  and  to 
the  country,  that  the  Government  sent  no  civilian  - 
or  soldier  to  thatcity  or  State  to  vote.  The  patriotic 
people  knew  the  great  issue  involved  in  the  last 
election.  They  knewthat  the  armies  in  the  field 
were  either  to  be  sustained  by  patriots  at  home 
or  overthrown  by  a  wily  foe  in  the  rear,  and  they 
did  not  mean  that  the  results  of  nearly  three  years 
of  bloody  war  should  be  lost  for  the  want  of  the 
expenditure  of  a  few  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars. 
They  knew  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party 
for  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  the  State  had  ex- 
pressed his  entire  sympathy  while  upon  the  su- 
preme bench  "with  the  South  by  announcing  that 
if  a  division,  line  should  be  made  he  .-wanted  it 
upon  the  north  side  of  Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  STILES.  Will  my  colleague  yield  to  me? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Yes,  sir.  Does  my  colleague 
undertake  to  controvert  that  proposition? 

Mr.  STILES.  In  what  portion  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  did  the  candidate  of  the  Demo-, 
cratic  party  ever  use  that  expression.' 

Mr.  KELLEY.  He  proclaimed  it  from  the 
bench. 

Mr.  STILES.     In  what  case? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  It  was  in  the  hearing  of  the 
bar  of  Delaware  and  Chester  counties. 

Mr.  STILES.     In  what  case? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  It  was  not  in  any  case;  it  was 
in  a  conversation  between  the  judge  and  the  bar 
while  waiting  five  minutes  before  beginning  (he 
argument  of  the  list  of  cases  from  those  counties. 

Mr.  STILES.  Does  not  my  colleague  know 
that  the  slander  was  refuted  in  the  canvass? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  No,  sir.  The  truth  of  it  was 
not  even  denied  in  the  contest. 

Mr.  STILES.  It  was  denied  all  over  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  I  pronounce  the  statement  here 
utterly  untrue. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  call  upon  my  colleague  who 
represents  the  Delaware  and  Chester  district  [Mr. 
Broomall]  to  say  whether  he,  the  Messrs.  Dar- 
lington anti  two  other  distinguished  members  of 
that  bar,  did  not  hear  Hon.  George  W.  Wood- 
ward-make  the  remark  1  have  atiributed  to  him 
from  the  supreme  bench  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  STILES.  I  call  upon  them  too;  fori  deny 
that  he  ever  made  the  remark. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  As  I  am  called  upon  I  feel 
bound  to  stale  what  I  did  see  and  hear  upon  the 
occasion  alluded  to.  My  eolleagiie  [iMr.  Kei.ley] 
ia  somewhat  niistaken  in  stating  ihc  (acis.  It  was 
not  from  the  bench  that  the  declaration  was  made, 
and  it  was  not  during  the  trial  or  argument  of  a 
cause.     It  wa.s  before  the  scssiion  commenced niid 
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while  we  were  waiting  for  the  hour  of  opening 
court.  I  stated  what  1  then  heard  upon  every  stump 
last  fail  upon  whicii  I  was  during  the  State  canvass; 
I  never  heard  it  dunied;  I  never  saw  il»deni(d  in 
any  paper;  and  I  do  not  tiiink  it  would  be  denied 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  I  said  on  all  occa- 
sions that  I  held  myself  responsible  for  what  I 
said,  that  I  had  the  proof,  and  the  witnesses, and 
named  them. 

And  now  I  will  state  what  was  said.  .1  cannot 
remumber  the  lime  at  which  this  conversation 
look  place,  but  I  well  remember  it  was  after  the 
great  issues  now  being  decided  before  the  country 
upon  the  field  had  become  imminent,  but  before 
any  outbreak  had  occurred,  and  possibly  before 
any  State  had  actually  seceded,  though  of  tliis  1 
am  not  sure.  But  it  was  common  talk  in  the 
country  that  this  thing  was  going  to  be.  On  that 
occasion  the  gentleman  who  was  the  candidate  for 
Governor  last  fall  opposed  to  the  Unionists  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  supreme  court 
room,  in  the  presence  of  probably  some  of  his  fel- 
low judges,  certainly  in  the  presence  of  the  bar 
of  the  district  I  represent,  and  without  any  pre- 
tense to  secrecy,  but  aloud  in  public  conversation, 
said  that  if  a  division  took  place  between  the  North 
and  the  South  he  wanted  the  diA^iding  line  to  go 
north  of  Pennsylvania.  I  remember  the  circum- 
stance very  well,  fori  had  never  heard  such  a  thing 
fall  from  th'2  lips  of  ally  Pennsylvanian  before. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  renew  the  assertion,  quali- 
fying it  only  in  that  he  was  not  on  the  bencli  but 
was  waiting  at  the  steps  to  ascend  it,  there  being 
five  minutes  of  time  before  the  argument-list  could 
properly  be  called,  that  George  W.  Woodward 
did  make  the  rcinark  I  attributed  to  him;  and  I 
say  further  that  no  man  who  values  his  character 
for  veracity  has  contradicted  it  or  will  contradict 
it,  for  the  bar  of  two  counties  certify  to  it. 

Sir,  I  say  that,  knowing  the  character  of  the 
Democratic  canditlate  for  Governor,  knowing  or 
believing  as  they  did  that  the  results  of  nearly 
three  years  of  bloody  war  depended  upon  the  elec- 
tion, the  loyal  people  of  Pennsylvania,  chiefly,  to 
their  praise  be  it  spoken,  of  Philadelphia,  con- 
tributed their  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
dollars,  and  selected  from  among  themselves  men 
of  integrity  and  character  to  execute  their  noble 
purpose,  and  thus  carried  to  the  mountains  and 
valleys  and  towns  and  cities  of  Pennsylvania  the 
wounded  and  stricken  soldiers  who,  unable  to 
serve  their  country  upon  the  field,  might  protect 
lierat  the  ballot-boxes.  And,  sir,  in  thus  expend- 
ing their  money  they  relieved  thousands  of  brave 
men  from  the  monotony  of  the  hospitals  in  which 
they  longed  for  the  comforts  and  joys  of  home, 
and  secured  them  the  right  which  that  same  can- 
didate had,  as  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  by  a 
doubtful  decision,  denied  them. 

1  can  also  speak  for  other  States  and  for  the 
men  at  the  head  of  our  Government.  Away  back 
in  the  early  part  of  last  spring,  when  the  snow 
covered  the  surfiice  of  New  England,  it  was  my 
privilege  to  assist  in  the  cam|)aign  in  Nl-w  Hamp- 
shire, and  I  know  that  those  people,  whose  souls 
are  said  by  the  chivalry  of  the  South  to  bcof  less 
value  to  them  than  their  dollars,  contributed  from 
the  wealth  they  extract  by  unremitting  industry 
from  their  thin  and  barren  soil  thousands  of  dollars 
to  bring  their  brave  sick  anil  wounded  soldiers 
liorne;  and  1  know  the  clerks  in  the  Departments 
from  the  two  States  of  New  Hampshire  and  Penn- 
uylvania  made  up  by  general  contribution  a  fund 
to  bear  the  expenses  of  those  who  could  not  afford 
themselves  to  go  homo.  In  all  this  no  Govern- 
ment conveyance  and  no  dollar  of  public  money 
was  used.  And  i  unite  with  my  distinguished 
colleague  in  asking  the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Kernak,] 
as  a  duty  pertaining  to  a  man  of  honor,  to  indi- 
cate to  the  Government  that  one  of  its  employes 
who  thus  slanders  it  and  tries  to  bring  it  into 
disrepute  with  the  loyal  people,  and  I  cast  back 
Ills  aspersion  of  the  State  and  city  which  I  have 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 

Mr.  STILES.  I  understood  my  colleague  to 
say  that  this  conversation  with  Judge  Woodward 
took  pl.'ice  in  November  of  last  year.' 

Mr.  HROOMALL.     Oh,  no. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  If  mv  colleague  will  yield  to 
me  for  a  moment  I  will  fix  the  time  within  a  few 
months. 

Mr.  STILES.  I  beg  my  colleague's  pardon; 
I  thought  he  fixed  a  time. 

Mr.  KELLEY.     I  aay  Omt  1  will  fix  the  time. 


Mr.  STILES.  It  now  turns  out  that  this  con- 
versation took  place  before  any  State  had  seceded 
from  this  Union — before  this  war,  long  before  this 
war;  and  I  say  to  my  colleague  that  this  slander, 
which  was  circulated  all  over  the  Slate  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  dated  since  hostilities  commenced, 
arid  was  rifutcd  all  over  that  Commonwealth, 
denied  through  the  press  and  denied  by  Judge 
Woodward  himself. 

My  colleague  says  that  certain  money  was  raised 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  these  soldiers  to  their  homes  that 
they  iniglit  vote.  1  say  here,  upon  undoubted 
authority,  that  that  fund  was  raised  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  by  contractors  under  the  Govern- 
ment. Twenty-five  hundred  dollars  were  paid  by 
one  individual  having  a  contract  in  that  city,  and 
the  fund  was  altogether  made  up  by  money  raised 
from  contractors  who  were  plundering  this  Gov- 
ernment. 

Sir,  we  have  heard  these  slanders  against  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania from  the  beginning  of  this  session  of  Con- 
gress. I  say  to  my  colleague  that,  in  his  own 
cify  of  Philadelphia,  men  who  had  no  residence 
in  that  city,  who  were  confined  in  hospitals — I 
have  it  from  the  best  authority — were  allowed  to 
vote  in  that  gubernatorial  election. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Will  my  colleague  yield  to 
me  for  a  momPnt.' 

Mr.  STILES.     Oh  yes,  let  him  speak. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Will  my  colleague  deny  that 
Judge  Woodward  ever  used  that  language  to  the 
bar  of  Chester  and  Delaware  counties.'' 

Mr.  STILES.  If  he  did,  it  was  a  conditional 
statement. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Then  you  decline  to  answer 
my  question? 

Mr.  STILES.  The  remark  was  entirely  un- 
meaning, if  he  made  it,  for  no  hostilities  had  then 
broken  out,  no  date  of  the  conversation  is  fur- 
nished. This  remark  was  made  in  private  con- 
versation between  Judge  Woodward  and  gentle- 
men who  were  then  present,  and  it  received  no 
word  of  dissent  from  any  of  the  gentlemen  pres- 
ent at  the  time.  It  was  only  in  a  contingency 
that  that  lemark  was  made  to  apply,  if  made  at 
all;  which  was  the  contingency  of  a  separation; 
and  yet  it  was  brought  up  against  Judge  Wood- 
ward when  he  became  a  prominent  candidate  for 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  never  until  then. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  My  colleague  will  allow 
me  to  say  that  he  is  mistaken  in  the  idea  that  that 
remark  of  Judge  Woodward  was  received  with 
no  word  of  dissent.  More  than  one  of  those 
present  expressly  dissented  from  it,  and  one  of 
them,  in  particular,  with  a  considcrablo  degree 
of  warmth. 

Mr.  STILES.     Who  was  that .' 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  Mr.  William  Darlington, 
of  West  Chester. 

Mr.  STILES.  Did  my  colleague  who  has  just 
taken  his  scat  join  in  the  publication  of  those  re- 
marks of  Judge  Woodward? 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  never  published  those 
remarks  except  from  the  stump,  and  I  never 
heard  them  denied,  and  1  never  saw  any  denial  of 
them  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  STILES.  Then  my  colleague  never  read 
the  newspapers  in  the  State. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  if  the  gentleman  will  yield 
to  me,  1  would  like  to  ask  one  or  two  questions. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Broom- 
ALi.,]  as  I  understand  him,  states  that  Judge 
Woodward  said  in  that  conversation  thatifevera 
dividing  line  were  drawn  he  would  want  the  line 
run  north  of  Pennsylvania.  Did  he  say  where 
he  wanted  the  line  run?  It  seems  to  me  to  have 
beena  very  indefin  ite  sort  of  conversation  that  gen- 
tlemen are  disputing  about  here.  We  want  ac- 
curacy in  this  matter.  Where,  for  instance,  did 
he  want  the  line  to  go? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  He  wanted  to  go  with  the 
South,  and  you  ought  to  thank  him  for  it. 

Mr.  UROOMALL.  I  have  been  asked  a  ques- 
tion. There  could  be  no  mistaking  where  Judge 
Woodward  wanted  the  line — at  least  it  was  clear 
he  did  not  want  it  along  the  Canada  line,  because 
he  had  in  the  same  conversation  indulged  in  the 
same  remarks  about  the  Yankees,  who,  I  believe, 
live  south  of  the  Canada  line,  that  I  suppose  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Mallory]  en- 
tertains und  indulges  in. 


Mr.  MALLORY.  Will. the  gentleman  allow 
me 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  must  first  answer  the 
other  question  asked  by  the  gentleman.  1  do  know 
that  the  goiuleman  who  dissented  from  that  par- 
tition of  the  Union  wanted  the  dividing  line  a  little 
south  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, certainly  notacross 
any  part  of  the  territory  of  the  country. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  The  gentleman  does  me  in- 
justice in  imputing  to  me  any  disrespectful  feeling 
or  opinion  about  tlic  Yankees.  I  have  never  ex- 
pressed or  felt  such  an  opinion,  and  I  defy  the 
gentleman  to  refer  to  any  such  opinion  expressed 
by  me. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  am  very  glad  to  be  cor- 
rected in  that  particular.  I  am  very  glad  indeed  that 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  differs  from  Judge 
Woodward,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  eitpress  no  difference  of 
opinion.  1  deny  that  I  ever  expressed  an  opinion 
concurring  with  Judge  Woodward  in  his  detesta- 
tion of  Yankees;  and  I  say  that  the  gentleman  has 
no  right  to  impute  to  me  such  a  feeling. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  There  were  two  distin- 
guished gentlemen  of  Pennsylvania  who  agreed 
during  that  canvass.  One  was  General  McClellan 
and  the  other  Judge  Woodward.  I  am  glad  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  does  hot  agree  with 
either  of  them. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  If  General  McClellan  agreed 
with  Judge  Woodward  I  believe  I  mustagree  with 
him  also.  1  follow  General  McClellan 's  lead  any- 
where. 

Mr.  STILES.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  conver- 
sation, said  to  have  taken  place  between  Judge 
Woodward  and  some  gentlemen  of  the  Delaware 
county  bar,  was  not  alluded  to  in  the  canvass  it 
was  because  it  was  not  consideredamatter  of  any 
importance.  If  he  made  the  remark  it  was  in  the 
event  of  the  party  now  in  power  breaking  un  the 
Union,  which,  by  their  accession  to  power,  they 
hoped  to  do,  and  which  they  had  labored  to  do 
for  years.  In  that  case  he  said,  so  says  my  col- 
league, he  would  desire  the  line  to  be  north  of 
Pennsylvania,  an  event  he  did  not  desire,  and 
hoped  would  not  take  place.  That  is  all.  He 
never  desired  a  separation  of  these  States;  but  on 
the  contrary ,  every  act  of  his  long  public  life,  and 
every  act  of  his  private  life,  illustrates  his  devo- 
tion to  the  Constitution  and  Union.  Every  slan- 
derous tongue  that  utters  a  word  to  the  contrary 
does  injustice  to  a  pure  man,  and  is  a  libel  upon 
his  name  arid  upon  the  great  Democratic  party  of 
his  native  State  who  have  honored  him  from  early 
manhood  until  now.  I  pronounce  all  these  vile 
slanders  unworthy  of  notice  in  this  House.  His 
name  will  live  when  liis  assailants  are  forgotten 
in  the  infamy  that  awaits  them. 

One  word  as  to  the  very  proper  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  It  pro- 
vides that  no  portion  of  this  appropriation  shall 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  persons 
in  the  employ  of  the  Government  to  and  from 
their  homes.  It  means,  I  hope,  to  prevent  inter- 
ference in  the  elections.  If  the  Government, 
through  its  corrupt  agents,  furnished  no  trans- 
portation to  soldiers  and  civilians  to  return  to 
their  respective  States  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying the  elections,  the  amendment  can  do  no 
harm. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  charge  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  ft  true  or  false.  It 
has  been  charged  in  the  press  all  over  the  country. 
Neither  does  my  distinguished  colleague  from  the 
Lancaster  district  know  whether  it  is  true  or  false. 
But  I  repeat  that  the  amendment  can  do  noharm. 
Public  rumor  has  said  that  the  Government  had 
furnished  transportation  to  a  large  number  of  men 
to  go  into  Pennsylvania  for  the  purpose  of  influ- 
encing the  election  in  that  State.  And  \i'o  have 
the  astounding  fact,  notwithstanding  nearly  one 
hundred  thousand  men  were  in  the  field  from  that 
State,  that  at  thatelection  there  were  thirty  thou- 
sand more  votes  cast  than  ever  had  been  cast  be- 
fore at  a  general  election  in  that  State. 

I  do  not  see  that  there  can  be  any  sound  objec- 
tion to  the  amendment;  and  the  fact  that  it  has 
greatly  excited  my  colleague  from  Lancaster, 
shows  that  it  is  not  without  point.  I  desire  that 
it  shall  be  adopted,  so  as  to  protect  the  pul)lic 
Treasury,  atid  at  the  same  time  to  preserve  from 
invasion  the  rights  of  the  people. 

Mr.  GOOCH.  ■  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  if  he  can  inform  us  to  what 
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Slate  these  men  were  transported  at  Government 
expense? 

Mr.  KERNAN.  My  information  was  as  to 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  GOOCH.  The  reason  why  I  asked  the 
question  is  this:  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  held 
an  election  a  few  days  since,  and  I  am  informed 
by  a  gentleman  now  present  on  this  floor  who  has 
bad  the  entire  management  of  transporting  civil- 
ians from  this  vicinity  to  New  Ham  psii  ire,  that  not 
a  single  dollar  was  paid  by  the  Government  for 
such  transportation,  but  that  on  the  other  hand 
every  clerk  and  civilian  who  went  there  did  so  at 
his  own  expense  or  through  the  contributions  of 
liis  political  friends. 

I  iiave  before  me  the  names  of  the  men  who  went 
to  New  Hampshire  to  vote  at  the  late  election, 
with  the  amount  paid  by  each  for  transportation; 
and  a  high  officer  of  this  House  will  verify  by  his 
oath  the  truth  of  the  record.  Here.then,  we  have 
the  proof  that  the  Government  has  not  paid  a  dol- 
lar for  the  transportation  of  any  clerk  or  other 
civilian  to  New  Hampshire  to  vote  in  the  late  elec- 
tion, and  1  submit  that  there  is  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  has  paid  one  dollar  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  any  person  to  any  other  State  for  such 
purpose. 

1  understood  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Kernan]  to  say  that  the  committee  on  the 
conduct  of  the  war,  a  committee  composed  of  gen- 
tlemen from  both  political  parties,  is  a  whitewash- 
ing committee.  Did  I  understand  the  gentleman 
correctly.' 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  said  that  I  wanted  the  mat- 
ter investigated  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
House, and  thati  did  not  want  it  to  go  to  awhite- 
washing  committee.  I  meant  no  disrespect  to  the 
gentleman.  I  do  not  know  who  the  members  of 
the  committee  are,  I  said  that  1  did  not  want  it 
to  go  to  a  whitewashing  committee.  [  said  I 
wanted  a  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
subject  if  anything  were  done  at  all: 

Mr.  GOOCH.  It  comes  to  this,  then,  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  has  as  much  authority 
for  charging  that  the  Government  transported  civil- 
ians to  their  States  to  vote  as  he  has  for  insinu- 
ating that  a  committee  of  this  House  is  a  white- 
washing committee;  and  no  authority  for  either. 
Thegentleraan  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens] 
proposed  that  this  matter  should  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  for  investi- 
gation. No  member  of  that  committee  asked  it. 
No  member  desires  it.  If  it  is  referred  to  them 
they  will  investigate  it  thoroughly  and  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  everybody. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Let  me  state  my  meaning. 
The  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Blair]  the 
other  day  charged  fraud  and  corruption  upon  the 
Treasury  Department  in  reference  to  the  trade  in 
cotton.  He  promised  upon  his  responsibility  to 
prove  the  charges  to  be  true.  Instead  of  appoint- 
ing a  select  committee,  his  resolutions  were  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the 
war,  and  in  my  presence  he  called  for  the  yeas 
and  says,  saying  that  he  wanted  to  know  who 
were  for  sending  his  proposition  to  a  whitewash- 
ing committee.  Does  not  the  gentleman  know, 
Nvheri  charges  are  made  against  an  Administra- 
tion in  power  and  a  committee  is  appointed  of  the 
friends  of  that  Administration,  that  it  is  always 
called  a  whitewashing  committee?  I  appeal  to 
older  parliamentarians  than  I  am.  The  friends 
of  the  Administration  try,  so  far  as  they  are  able, 
to  screen  it.  I  believe  in  such  cases  the  expres- 
sion "  whitewashing"isalmostuniversal.  Never 
before  did  I  think  it  was  personal  to  call  a  com- 
mittee a  whitewashing  committee.  As  I  have 
said,  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  tried  to  get  a 
select  committee,  and  when  they  proposed  to  re- 
fer his  resolutions  to  the  committee  on  the  con- 
duct of  tJiewar  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
as  he  said  he  wanted  to  know  who  desired  to  send 
Ills  proposition  to  a  whitewashing  committee.  It 
is  a  general  expression. 

Mr.  GOOCH.  Mr.  Chairman,  several  of  my 
colleagues  on  the  committee  and  myself  were  ab- 
sent from  the  House  on  public  business  on  the 
occasion  to  which  the  gentleman  refers.  I  fear 
that  he  has  followed  a  bad  example  in  this  case. 
His  insinuation  aj;ainst  the  committee  is  pre- 
cisely of  a  piece  with  his  charge  against  the  Ad- 
ministration If  I  understand  him  correctly  he 
Bays  that  any  committee  of  Hue  ijouac,  no  matter 


for  what  purpose  created,  composed  of  a  majority 
of  the  friends  of  the  Administration,  is  a  white- 
washing committee,  and  that  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  have  a  parliamentary  right  to  call  it  a 
whitewashing  committee.  It  is  on  this  principle, 
I  suppose,  that  the  gentleman  feels  authorized  to 
charge  u])on  the  Administration  a  corrupt  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money,  shielding  himself  be- 
hind the-fact  that  he  is  an  Opposition  member. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  desire  to  ask  what  the 
question  before  the  committee  is? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  upon  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  fromNew  York, [Mr.  Kernan.] 

Mr.  J.  C.ALLEN.  Well,  sir,  I  think,  the  de- 
bate is  about  exhausted  upon  that,  half  a  dozen 
members  having  spoken'on  both  sides. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  General  debate  upon  the 
bill  has  not  been  closed. 

Mr.  CHANLER.  The  question  before  the 
committee  has,  through  the  various  turns  of  de- 
bate, been  brought  to  this:  whether  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Kernan]  is  entitled  (should  he  see  fit  to  ask 
the  House  to  examine  this  question)  to  a  commit- 
tee of  investigation  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  certain  improper  and  fraudulent  practices 
charged  to  have  been  carried  on  by  the  present  Ad- 
ministration for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  majority 
inthe  elections.  He  proposes  to  ask  no  more  than 
an  investigation;  he  will  ask  of  Congress  no  more 
than  a  public  avowal  of  facts.  But  fie  is  met  upon 
the  threshold  of  his  inquiry  with  the  charge  of 
fraud  and  slander  by  the  pure-minded  and  high- 
minded  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  a  man  who  never  at  any  time  impugns 
aught  against  another,  who  never  rises  without 
sneering  as  he  takes  his  seat,  who  allows  every 
reputation  to  go  untainted.  Thatgentleman,  with 
an  indignation  not  manifested  on  any  other  occa- 
sion, hurls  the  full  force  of  his  rhetoric  ogainsta 
man  simply  asking  for  truth. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
GoocH,]  too,  is  indignant  that  his  party  commit- 
tee is  not  called  by  their  own  name.  He  charges, 
in  effect,  my  colleague  from  New  York  with  great 
impropriety  because  he  did  not  call  them  a  black- 
washing  committee.  They  want  to  smut  the  mat- 
ter over;  they  want  to  cover  up  the  operations  of 
this  wrong  which  they  dare  not  bring  to  light. 
They  do  not  hesitate  to  impugn  the  motives  of  a 
member  upon  this  floor  seeking  for  truth,  while 
they  themselves  are  denying  the  only  practicable 
means  of  arriving  at  the  truth. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  allow  me  to  inquire  when  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  moved  the  appointment  of 
a  committee?  I  have  known  no  such  motion  to 
be  made,  I  supposed  we  were  discussing  a  pend- 
ing amendment  to  the  bill  under  consideration. 

Mr.  CHANLER.  I  will  inform  the  gentleman 
that  the  discussion  upon  this  amendment  has 
turned  upon  the  matterofthisinvestigation, which 
it  is  very  well  known  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  stands  ready  to  move  whenever  the  proper 
opportunity  offers  in  the  House.  The  whole 
drift  of  this  debate  has  been  to  that  effect.  Upon 
that  proposed  investigation  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  turned  upon  my 
colleague  from  New  York  and  demanded  that 
inasmuch  as  he  had  asked  an  investigation  he 
should  transfer  that  investigation  to  a  committee 
already  existing;  so  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  have  Si^id. 

Now,  sir,  the  point  before  this  committee  is  one 
of  honor  and  of  honesty.  These  gentlemen  pro- 
pose to  smut  over  the  inquiry.  They  do  not  like 
the  name  of  "  whitewashing  committee."  Let 
them  have  their  own  name  and  their  own  way, 
but  let  us  on  this  side  of  the  House  have  the  truth. 
All  want  the  light. 

Ifthegentl?man  from  New  York,  my  colleague, 
is  right,  if  he  proves  his  case,  then  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  admits  that  his  committee  is 
a  whitewashing  committee.  He  has  accepted  the 
proposition  that  if  the  charge  is  true  his  commit- 
tee 13  a  whitewashing  committee.  He  admitted 
it  in  his  argument. 

Now,  to  remove  himself  from  the  impropriety 
of  his  position,  fi'om  the  dilemma  of  his  own 
choice,  lie  must  in  honor  and  fairness  permit  this 
question  tQ  come  before  a  coniMiittee  for  investi- 
gation, and  I  understand  my  colleague  is  ready  to 
move  such  an  investigation.  I  ask  this  House 
whctl(er  this  charge  which  has  been  made  is  to 


be  turned  off  by  these  personal  assaults?  What 
we  desire  is  an  investigation  for  truth. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  do  not  rise  to  answer  the 
gentleman,  but  merely  to  see  whether  this  debate 
cannot  be  brought  to  aclose.  The  gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken  need  not  fear  that  1  will  Hnake  any 
insinuation  or  sneer  or  thrust  at  him;  there  are 
some  reptiles  so  flat  that  the  common  foot  of  man 
cannot  crush  them.  [Laughter.]  1  move  that  the 
committee  rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  this  de- 
bate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
having,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  partic- 
ularly the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  198)  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1865,  had  come  to  no  con- 
clusion thereon. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
again  goes  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  all  debate  upon  the  clause 
under  consideration  be  closed  in  one  minute  after 
the  committee  shall  resume  its  consideration. 

The  SPEAKER.  General  debate  will  have  to 
be  closed  upon  the  whole  bill  before  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  will  be  in  order.  The  rule  pro- 
vides that  all  debate  upon  a  clause  or  a  section  of  a 
bill  may  be  closed  after  general  debate  has  been 
closed  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move,  then,  that  all  gen- 
eral debate  upon  the  bill  be  closed  in  five  minutes 
after  the  House  shall  again  go  into  committee. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  1  desire  to  know  whether 
the  gentleman  proposes  to  cut  off  all  debate  upon 
this  bill? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  All  general  debate;  not  the 
five-minute  debate. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  understood  the  proposi- 
tion to  be  to  cut  off  all  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  is  to  cut 
off  the  hour  speeches,  leaving  the  five-minute  de- 
bate to  proceed.  And  then  the  gentleman  pro- 
poses to  move  that  all  debate  upen  the  particular 
clause  shall  cease  in  five  minutes. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  move  that  all  debate 
upon  the  pending  clause,  in  committee,  be  closed 
in  five  minutes  after  the  committee  again  resumes 
its  consideration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Wilson  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  Army  appropriation  bill; 
the  pending  question  being  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Kernan. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  amendment. 
Even  admitting  it  to  be  true  that  employes  in 
the  civil  department  of  the  Government  have  not 
been  permitted  to  use  Government  transportation 
for  the  purpose  of  reaching  their  respective  States 
to  vote,  this  amendment  is  still  necessary.  This 
proposition  goes  further — it  proposes  that  no  part 
of  this  appropriation  shall  be  expended  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  civilians  not  connected 
in  any  way  with  the  Army.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  seems  to  think  there  is  no  law  or 
regulation  that  now  allows  that  kind  of  transpor- 
tation. I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  whether 
he  has  not  seen  within  the  last  few  months  an  order 
issued  by  the  War  Department  authorizing  a  dis- 
tinguished bishop  of  one  of  the  churches  of  this 
country,  residing  in  the  Northwest,  to  proceed  by 
these  facilities  offered  by  the  Government,  and  at 
the  expense  of  the  Go\fernmeiU,  to  the  city  of 
Memphis,  New  Orleans,  and  perhaps  elsewhere, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  certain  church 
property  which  the  Secretary  of  War  deemed  it 
important,  for  civil  purposes  at  least,  to  put  under 
his  control,  but  in  nowise  connected  with  mili- 
tary opperations.  Indeed,  as  far  from  it  as  a 
peaceful  religion  is  from  war. 
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Now,  if  such  ail  order  was  issued,  and  tlieGov- 
ernmoiu  iransportalion  was  use3  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, I  submit  it  would  be  certainly  very  wise  to 
litnit  the  appropriation  of  this  fund  to  the  specific 
objects  of  the  war  and  purposes  properly  con- 
nected willi  it,  and  for  no  other  purposes  wliat- 
ever. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Evidently  tiiis  amendment 
was  not  intendrd  ("or  any  such  purpose.  That 
order  was  issued  in  the  h'gitiniate  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  therefore  I  suppose  the 
amendment  was  not  intended  to  prohibit  it. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Would  not  this  amendment 
prohiljit  it? 
Mr.  STEVENS.  It  ought  not. 
Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  seems  to  me  itshould.  It 
seems  to  me  the  Secretary  of  War  as  an  ofHcer  of 
war  has  no  connection  with  the  churches  of  the 
country,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  church  prop- 
erty as  such,  so  far  as  tiie  Government  is  con- 
cerned; and  1  think  the  use  of  Government  trans- 
portation for  the  purjjose  of  looking  after  eccle- 
siastical matters  and  regulating  the  religious  de- 
nominations is  just  as  far  from  the  legitimate 
purposes  of  the  war  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
could  possibly  get.  What  has  he  to  do  with 
church  prftperty,  unless  he  uses  it  for  war  pur- 
poses, and  with  the  employment  of  bishops  to 
look  after  that  speciesof  property  ?  To  my  mind 
it  is  a  monstrous  proposition  that  under  the  un- 
fortunate circumstances  of  the  times  there  should 
be,  through  the  agency  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
or  any  other  agency,  a  bringing  together  of  these 
two  elements  so  foreign  to  each  other  of  Church 
and  State.  The  agents  of  consolidation  are  suffi- 
cient without  this.  I  think  it  very  desirable,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  cuttjng  off  an  appropria- 
tion of  the  public  treasure  to  objects  having  no 
legitimate  connection  with  the  war,  that  this 
amendment  should  be  adopted. 

Another  thing:  it  has  not  been  atall  uncommon 
forcivilians,speculators,  favorites  of  quartermas- 
ters, under  various  pretenses — I  am  saying  noth- 
ing now  about  elections — to  be  furnished  with 
transportation.  Some  quartermasters  are  more 
rigid  than  other*,  but  such  transportation  is  con- 
stantly afforded,  and  a  provision  expressly  pro- 
hibiting the  application  of  public  transportation  to 
private  purposes,  except  in  connection  wiih  the 
Army, would  not  possibly  do  any  harm ,  and  might 
and  would  result  in  preventing  a  real  abuse. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  last 
word.  I  confess,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  direction  which  this 
debate  has  taken.  I  confess  I  cannot  see  the  perti- 
nency of  a  great  deal  that  has  been  said  here  to  the 
amendment  under  consideration.  But  I  maybe 
excused  forindulging  in  illegitimate  debate  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  my  colleagues  from  Pennsylvania 
have  taken  occasion  at  tliis  time,  as  they  have 
done  heretofore,  to  attack  one  of  the  purest,  ablest, 
and  best  of  the  sons  of  the  Keystone  State.  I  am 
not  surprised  that  a  man  like  Judge  Woodward 
should  be  assailed  by  those  who  are  foremost  in 
the  work.  I  am  not  surprised  that  they  should 
come  even  into  this  Hall  and  retail  stale  slanders 
which  met  with  no  credence  at  his  own  home  or 
among  their  own  people. 

Now,  sir,  with  a  view  of  answering  the  man 

who  has  made  himselfmainly  responsible  for  these 

attacks,  I  will  put  in  contrast  with  the  record  of 

him  whom  he  has  assailed   that  of  one  who  has 

assumed  to  be  a  leader  on  yonder  side  of  the 

House  and  for  this  Administration;   and  he  has 

no  right  to  complain  if  I  weigh  him  in  the  scales 

which  will  do  justice  to  both  parties.     I   ask   the 

Clerk  to  read  the  article  which  I  send  up. 

Mr.  KELLEY.   Fr(mi  whence  do  you  derive  it? 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.      It  is  from  a 

Philadelphia  paper,  and   is  an  extract  from  the 

Pennsylvanian  when  edited  by  Colonel  John  W. 

Forney,  now  a  leaderuiider  this  Administration, 

and  the  article  appeared  in  his  paper  as  editorial. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"  In  order  that  wo  mr\y  do  iio'lnjusilcc  to  tills  virtuous  Ucp- 

rcscntative,  niid  as  It  will  doubilpss  Ix!  iiiori;  a-rcpabic  to 

liiifl  to  have  th(!  testiuioiiy  of  one  of  hU  dearest  political 

Irlendd  as  to  liiv  character,  we  republish  the  opinion  wliirh 

llie  pro.>)i:nt  Clerk  oCthc  Senate  iisid  of  him  at  that  period. 

"■niePuniiHylvaiiianof.SepteniljorlO,  18.51,lhu,-(xpokfoC 

lilin: 

'"  Keli-kv  now  elands  hnforo  tlic  public  blackened  with 
thi>  guilt  oraliamole>ialni-,on!iKtcncy,per.sonnltrea<-hory,und 
tlio  nivaiiusl  liypocfiny.'      «        •        •        »       i  \yg  ^„y 


as  well  cxppctthe  example  of  Benedict  Arnold  to  produce 
converts  to  treason  as  the  nomination  of  William  D.  Kel- 
LEY,  under  llic  circumstances,  and  in  violation  of  a  pledge 
Ihat  a  brave  and  honest  man  would  have  died  rather  than 
have  forfeited  even  l)y  implication,  to  induce  Democrats 
to  abandon  their  party.' 
"  Tile  Pennsylvanian,  September  20,  1851,  said  : 
"  '  It  was  predicted  of  William  D.  Kelley,  by  more  than 
one  of  bis  intimate  friends,  tlie  moment  he  was  appointed 
judge  by  the  lamented  Francis  II.  s!huiik,  that  he  would 
I  eventually  forget  the  hand  that  raised  him  lo  power,  and 
;  stab  the  generous  party  that  took  him  from  obscurity.'        * 
I  *        *        *      '  Those  who  had  used  liim  did  not  hesitate  to' 
I  *        *        *        *        '  despise  the  sbamelessnessof  an  cxam- 
j  pie  which  in  any  man  would  have  been  regarded  as  base, 
but  which  in  a  jurist,  clothed  with  sacred  powers,  was  the 
extreme  pf  infamy.     Little  more  was  heard  of  him  for  a 
year  or  two.     His  position  with  the  bar  always  was  that  of 
i  an  exceedingly  weak  man,  vvliose  whole  stock  in  trade  was 
I  tliat  of  being  a  noisy  and  impudent  declaimer,  and  whose 
only  claim  to  otficiaj  favor  had  been  his  cfTeetual  denuncia- 
tions of  the  Whig  party.     Me  had  few  or  no  legal  abilities, 
and  he  was  too  willing  to  take  bis  opinions,  ready  made, 
from  bis  more  able  and  painstaking  associates.' 

"After  accusing  Judge  Kelley  of  deliberate  falsehoods, 
the  article  goes  on  : 

"'The  following  is  the  distinct  and  comprehensive 
pledge  sent  by  Judge  Kelley  to  the  Democratic  conference, 
which  he  says  was  not  allowed  to  be  read  to  that  body, 
coolly  forgetting  that  none  of  the  other  pledges  from  the 
other  candidates  were  read,  according  to  a  resolution  of  the 
conference:' 

"'Pledge, 
"  '  Philadelphia,  September  4,  1851. 
"  '  My  dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  learned  wit!)  surprise  that 
my  name  was  yesterday  placed  in  general  nomination  be- 
fore the  Whig  convention. 

"  '  This  was  done  without  my  knowledge  or  consent.  .  I 
have  never  been  a  member  ofthat  party,  but  have  uniformly 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket ;  and  if  1  am  not  nominated  by 
the  Democratic  convention,  I  will  accept  no  nomination. 
1  beg  leave  to  request  you  to  lay  this  before  the  convention 
over  which  you  preside. 
"  '  I  am  respectfully  yours, 

"  '  WM.  D.  KELLEY. 
"  '  Hon.  Chas.  Brown.'  " 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  In  the  face 
of  that  pledge  this  gentleman  was  elected  to  a  re- 
sponsible office  by  a  party  then  in  antagonism  to 
the  Democratic  party,  which  had  refused  to  nom- 
inate him  for  that  position;  and  what  I  have  had 
read  is  the  language  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate, the  editor  of  this  Administration  and  court 
journal  of  the  city  of  Washington  !  That  is  what 
Colonel  Forney  thought  then,  and  God  only 
knows  what  he  thinks  now. 

I  have  felt  compelled  to  resort  to  this  personal 
line  of  remark  for  the  reason  that  if  there  has  been 
atiy  one  man  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  who 
has  been  unrelentingly  arrogant,  and  has  done 
injustice  to  those  who  have  rights  here,  though 
in  a  minority,  it  has  been  the  gentleman  to  wliom 
I  now  refer.  I  have  done  it  in  defense  of  Hon. 
George  W.  Woodward,  and  at  the  same  time  in 
my  own  and  the  defense  of  those  I  represent.  I 
presume  that  this  amendment  will  share  the  fate 
of  the  proposition  to  inquire  into  speculations  in 
General  Butler's  department,  and  that  it  will  be 
tabled. 

Are  these  times  when  the  representatives  of 
the  people  ought  to  show  an  indisposition  to  in- 
vestigate, to  sift  to  the  very  bottom  what  may 
have  been  the  conduct  of  their  officials  and  those 
to  whom  they  have  intrusted  their  rights  and 
their  means?  And  yet  such  seems  to  be  the  dis- 
position of  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  It  is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety — I  have 
heard  it  throughout  my  entire  State,  not  from  my 
own  party,  but  tacitly  admitted  by  gentlemeit op- 
posed to  me  in  politics — that  the  presence  of  sol- 
diers at  the  polls  in  the  late  Pe^t>8*lvaniaelection 
could  be  accounted  for  upon  nootner  theory  than 
that  they  had  been  sent  home,  not  at  their  own 
expense,  but  at  the  expense  of  the  Government, 
and  that  upon  the  express  stipulation  that  they 
would  vote  the  self-styled  loyal  ticket. 

If  there  has  been  nothing  wrong  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  investigation  can  do  no  Ij^irm.  Hence 
I  say  that  itis  the  duty  of  this  House,  in  a  proper, 
honest,  candid,  bold  discharge  of  its  duty,  to  adopt 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Justice  to  the  memory  of  my 
colleague's  lamented  father  requires  that  I  should 
say  a  few  words  in  response  to  him.  He  was  my 
friend  in  the  campaign  of  1851, and  approved  my 
acts  and  congratulated  me  on  the  ten  thousand 
majority  with  whiclj  the  people  honored  me  in 
spite  of  this  slander. 

The  production  of  this  stale  slander  i:f  the  frank- 
est avowal  of  cooperation  with  the  confederate 
Agrees  1  have  yet  heard  made  on  this  floor.  The 
auliior  of  tiio  article  just  read  was  Robert  Tyler, 


the  present  register  of  the  confederate  treasury, 
the  son,  and,  as  he  believed,  heir  apparent  of  the 
late  accidental  President  of  the  United  States, 
John  Tyler.  Colonel  Forney  is  by  no  means 
responsible  for  it. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  rise  to  a 
personal  explanation. 

Mr.  KELLEY".  1  decline  to  be  interrupted  by 
the  gentleman.  I  did  not  interrupt  him,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  interrupted  by  him.  Not  even  he 
will  dare  to  say  that  that  letter  from  me  which  he 
has  caused  to  be  read  was  ever  presented  lo  the 
convention  to  which  it  was  addressed.  It  never 
reached  the  convention.  And  so  indignant  was 
the  body  of  the  Democratic  party  at  the  trick 
practiced  upon  them  that  they  took  up  its  author, 
and,  while  the  ticket  of  that  _party  generally  pre- 
vailed in  the  election,  gave  him  ten  thousand  ma- 
jority. I  let  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  answer 
•Robert  Tyler's  slanders,  thus  retailed  by  my  col- 
league. 

A  word  as  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Kernav.]  It  is  in  keep- 
ing with  citations  from  Robert  Tyler,  register  of 
the  treasury  of  the  so-called  confederate  States. 
Presented  under  the  guise  of  protecting  us  against 
official  corruption,  or  the  possibility  of  political 
slander,  what  does  it  prove  to  be?  Why,  itis  to 
be  the  means  of  preventing  the  women  and  phy- 
sicians and  philanthropists  and  patriots  of  the 
country  from  flocking  to  the  battle-field  to  gather 
and  relieve  the  wounded  and  the  dying.  It  is  a 
blow  at  the  sanitary  and  Christian  commissions. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Will  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  allow  me  to  interrupt  him  for  one  moment? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  No,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  yield 
to  none  of  them. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Theamendmentisexpressly 
against  sending  men  home  at  Government  expense 
to  vote  at  elections. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  When  I  was  at  Antietam's 
field  of  horro'rs  I  saw  that  there  was  but  one  road 
by  which  women  could  come  to  the  relief  of  the 
wounded  soldier 

Mr.  STILES.     Mr.  Chairman 

Mr.  KELLEY.  The  gentleman  knows  I  will 
not  yield  to  liim.  Sir,  this  amendment  is  a  blow 
aimed  at  the  wounded  and  dying  of  our  Army. 

Mr.  STILES.  I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  gentleman  is  not  discussing  the  question  be- 
fore the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  will  pro- 
ceed in  order. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  Let  him 
say  all  he  has  to  say,  whether  in  order  or  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  was,  as  I  have  said,  at  An- 
tietam,  and  civilian  as  I  was,  lay  for  three  days 
and  nights  with  a  body  of  untrained  civilians, 
protecting  the  flank  of  McClellan's  army,  and  I 
remember  how  we  hailed  the  regiment  led  by  my 
gallant  friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Webster]  in 
Kenly's  brigade,  when  it  took  position  on  our 
flank,  and  we  felt  that  we  had  some  disciplined 
soldiers  near  us  to  share  our  duty  and  danger. 
There  was  but  one  mode  of  conveyance  to  that 
field,  and  it  was  in  possession  of  the  Government. 
The  gentleman's  amendment  would  have  excluded 
every  wife  and  daughter  and  sister  of  a  soldier 
from  all  chance  of  getting  there.  It  would  have 
kept  from  that  field  not  only  the  bishop  that  has 
been  referred  to  in  this  debate,  but  every  other 
pious  man  and  woman  who  liastened  thither  to 
soothe  the  dying  and  speed  them  on  their  way  to 
the  patriot's  heaven.  Sir,  it  is  a  blow  thg  most 
open  that  has  yet  been  struck  at  our  Army,  and 
cannot  be  concealed  under  the  slender  disguise 
of  its  being  a  proposition  to  protect  the  Govern- 
ment against  the  wliispei'ed  falsehood  of  a  craven 
scoundrel  who,  while  holding  an  office  under  the 
Government,  slanders  it  and  pledges  the  gentle- 
man to  whom  he  breathes  his  slander  that  he  will 
not  couple  his  name  with  the  lie  he  utters. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  amendment  is  not  needed 
for  the  protection  of  the  Government,  people,  or 
Administration;  and  tliere  is  not  in  tne  land  a 
soldier  or  a  patriot  who  will  not  curse  the  man 
that  votes  for  this  accursed  stab  at  our  soldiers, 
wounded  and  dying  on  the  bloody  field. 

Mr.  KKRNAN.     Mr.  Chairman 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is  exhausted. 
Mr.  KERNAN.     I  do  not  want  to  debate,  but 
ask  tiic  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  readtiie 
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amendment,  and  he  will  see  that  his  remarks  do 
not  apply  to  it. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  withdraw 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  My  amendment  simply  pro- 
vides that  persons  employed  in  the  civil  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  shall  not  be  transported 
to  and  from  their  homes  at  the  public  expense. 
It  does  not  refer  to  benevolent  persons,  or  to  the 
wives  or  children  of  soldiers. 

Mr.  HOLSIAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding: 

Except,  however,  such  transportation  as  may  be  prAperly 
lurniihfd  fur  tlic  wives  and  relatives  of  sick  atiil  wounded 
soldiers,  and  members  of  the  sanitary  commission. 

Mr.  CHANLER  called  for  the  reading  of  Mr. 
Kernan's  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  upon  this  clause 
is'not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  say  that  upon 
reading  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Kellet]  was  so  clearly  mistaken  in  his 
statement,  it  so  clearly  does  not  mean  what  he  sug- 
gested it  meant,  that  I  will  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order  in  debating. 

Mr.  ODELL.  I  will  move  to  insert  in  the 
amendment  of  my  colleague  the  word  "  civilians." 
The  amendment  as  itis  before  us  would  only  em- 
brace a  very  small  class  of  persons. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  will  accept  the  modifica- 
tion suggested  by  my  colleague.     " 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Kern  AN  as  modified;  and  on  a  division,  there 
were — ayes  42,  noes  65. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Holman  and 
Thater  were  appointed. 

Tire  question  was  again  put;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  42,  noes  63. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  There  seems  to  be  but  one 
section  to  the  bill.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  go  back  to  a  paragraph  we 
have  passed.  1  desire  to  submit  an  amendment 
to  the  paragraph  at  the  end  of  line  forty. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  would  not 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  arnend  at  the  end 
of  line  one  hundred  and  fifty  by  adding  \'  to  be 
applied  for  the  benefit  of  persons  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States."  The  paragraph  would 
then  read: 

For  medical  and  hospital  department,  $8,935,640,  to  be 
applied  for  the  benefit  of  persons  in  theservice  of  the  IJnited 
States. 

There  ought  to  be  no  objection  to  that  amend- 
ment, as  it  can  scarcely  be  desired  that  this  money 
should  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  any  other 
class  of  persons.  The  whole  appropriation  is 
$8,935,640.  The  object  is  for  the  medical  and 
hospital  department,  i  discover  in  looking  over 
the  estimates  for  this  purpose  that  they  are  based 
upon  the  following  calculation:  in  the  first  place 
the  estimates  were  made  to  amount  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  $10,080,000,  calculated  at  the  rate  of  ten 
dollars  per  man  for  an  aggregate  of  twenty-three 
thousand  five  hundi'ed  and  sixty-four  regulars, 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  volunteers, 
and  five  dollars  each  for  three  hundred  thousand 
contrabands,  making  ^1,500,000.  These  esti- 
mates, however,  seem  to  have  been  subsequently 
revised,  and  the  aggregate  reduced  to  $8,935,640, 
but  which  still  includes  an  estimate  for  three  hun- 
dred thousand  contrabands  at  five  dollars  each, 
persons  not  in  any  way  employed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. Thus,  while  the  aggregate  is  reduced, 
the  aggregate  still  retains  the  |l, 500,000.  Thus 
nearly  one  sixth  of  the  entire  expense  of  the  med- 
ical and  hospital  department  of  this  great  Army 
is  devoted  to  contrabands,  not  colored  soldiers, 
who  have  be«n  taken  under  the  charge  of  the 
"War  Department.  I  add  the  estimate,  which  ex- 
plains itself,  although  in  the  estimate  preceding 
both  of  the  aljove  the  number  of  soldiers  at  ten 
dollars  each,  and  five  hundred  thousand  contra- 
bands, make  the  aggregate  of  $14,892,730.  In 
the  statement  below  the  number  of  soldiers  is 
reduced,  and  the  number  of  "  contrabands"  also 


reduced  to  three  hundred  thousand  at  five'doUars 
each: 

Surgeon  General's  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Noccmber  21,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  revised  estimates  of 
funds  required  for  the  medical  and  hospital  department  of 
the  Army  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865, 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  the  several  Items 
and  aggregate  amount  have  been  reduced  four  tenths  from 
tlie  estimate  of  the  2d  of  October.  That  estimate  of 
$14,892,730  was  calculated  at  ten  dollars  each  for  an  ag-_ 
gregate  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thous- 
and two  hundred  and  seventy-three  soldiers,  and  five  dol- 
lars each  for  five  hundred  thousand  contrabands.  The 
present  is  calculated  at  the  same  ratio  for  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-four  sol- 
diers and  three  hundred  thousand  contrabands,and  amounts 
to  $8,935,640. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  K.  BARNES, 

Aclin«  Surgeon  General. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  iV'ar. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  committee  informally  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  a  message  was  received 
from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Hickey,  their  Chief 
Clerk,  informing  the  House  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  In- 
dian affairs  in  California;  in  which  he  was  directed 
to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  committee  then  resumed  its  session,  and 
proceeded  again  to  the  consideration  of  the 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Now,  if  these  persons  here 
cafled  "  contrabands,"  for  whom,  as  it  will  be 
seen  from  this  statement,  $1 ,500,000  of  this  money 
is  designed,  were  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  whatever  might  be  my  opinion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  their  employment,  still  the  appropri- 
ation would  be  proper,  and  ought  to  be  made.  But 
if,  on  the  contrary,  $1,500,000 or$900,000 is  to  be 
appropriated  outoftheTreasury  for  the  benefit  of  a 
class  of  persons  in  nowise  connected  with  the  Gov- 
erniTient,  and  having  no  employment  under  the 
Government,  then  I  think  the  amendment  I  have 
offered  restricting  the  benefits  of  the  appropria- 
tion to  those  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
is  proper  and  ought  to  be  adopted.  There  seems 
to  be  no  estimate  here  for  the  families,  wives,  and 
children  of  white  persons  who  have  been  driven 
from  their  homes  in  the  progress  of  this  war  from 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  and  North  Car- 
olina, by  reason  of  their  loyalty  to  the  Union,  and 
who  are  in  destitute  circumstances,  losing  every- 
thing, indeed,  in  their  noble  hostility  to  treason, 
but  the  benefit  is  all  to  go  to  contrabands;  they 
alone  are  entitled  to  sympathy.  Now,  I  know  of 
no  reason  why  this  $1,500,000  should  be  appro- 
priated unless  it  be  to  persons  having  some  con- 
nection with  our  Army,  and  I  hope,  therefore,  this 
amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  this  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted.  We  are  making  this  appropria- 
tion in  the  ordinary  way  to  defray  a  portion  of 
the  public  expenses.  I  know  the  gentleman  is 
very  much  disturbed  at  the  idea  of  a  contraband 
or  a  fugitive  from  treason  now  and  then  getting 
into  one  of  these  hospitals  and  receiving  some 
medicine  at  the  expense  of  the  Government.  It 
is  very  bad,  to  be  sure,  but  I  am  not  after  all  dis- 
posed to  limit  the  discretion  of  the  medical  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  as  to  who  shall  be  admitted  into 
the  hospitals.  I  do  not  think  it  is  worth  while 
for  us  to  select  the  exact  men  and  determine  ex- 
actly how  far  each  man  in  the  hospital  is  in  the 
service  of  the  Government  before  he  gets  his  med- 
icine. 1  hope  the  gentleman's  amendment  will 
be  rejected.  We  have  had  it  oflTered  already  on 
one  or  two  occasions;  it  has  been  supported  with 
the  same  remarks,  and  the  House  has  voted  it 
down  in  the  same  way.  , 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  it  is  proper  to  appropri- 
ate $1,500,000  for  this  particular  class  why  is  it 
not  proper  to  appropriate  $1,500,000  for  that  very 
large  class  of  white  persons  driven  out  of  the  same 
section  of  country,  and  who  may  be  presumed 
equally  to  need  the  fostering  hand  of  the  Govern- 
ment? The  objection  I  have  is  that  it  appropri- 
ates so  much  for  a  particular  class  called  con- 
trabands, and  not  a  cent  for  others  who  have 
been  driven  out  by  treason — they  arc  to  have  all 
the  kindness  of  the  Government,  and  no  appro- 
priation is  made  for  white  persons. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  any  of  that  class  gets  to 
the  hos])ital  he  will  get  as  much  medicine  as  he 


wants.  I  do  not  wish  to  restrain  them,  and  I 
think  it  had  better  be  left  as  it  is  at  present.  We 
can  discuss  all  of  these  questions  during  the  next 
campaign. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  the  expenses  of  the  commanding  general's  office, 
$10,000. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  to  strike  that 
out.  The  amount  is  not  large,  but  I  am  in  favor 
of  retrenchment  in  small  as  well  as  in  large  items. 
1  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  these  expenses. 
Every  officer  in  the  headquarters  here  is  allowed 
offices  or  commutation  for  quarters,  and  I  do  not 
see  the  propriety  of  the  Government  furnishing 
offices  and  at  the  same  time  paying  commutation 
for  quarters.  Unless,  therefore,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  can  show 
some  necessity  for  this  appropriation  I  hope  it 
will  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  There  is  a  headquarters  es- 
tablished in  this  city  for  which  this  appropriation 
is  necessary.  We  made  it  last  year  and  the  year 
before.  We  made  the  same  appropriation  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  that  institution.  We  are  asked 
to  do  the  same  thing  now,  and  we  are  not  disposed 
to  refuse  it.  Unfortunately,  General  Halleck  is 
not  commander-in-chief;  but  if  I  understood  the 
recent  order  of  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  this 
office  is  to  be  kept  up, and  MajorGeneral  Halleck 
is  to  be  chief  of  staff,  to  whom  all  communica- 
tions are  to  be  addressed.  Unless  this  appropri- 
ation is  made  there  will  be  no  fund  to  keep  up 
that  oflice.  It  is  no  more  now  than  it  was  before. 
If  I  understood  the  Department  rightly,  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary,  antl  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  repairs  and  improvements  at  arsenals,  including  new 
and  additions  to  present  buildings,  and  machinery,  tools, 
and  fixtures,  $2,0U0,000. 

Mr.  PRICE.     I  move  to  add  the  following: 

For  continuing  the  worI<  on  the  Rock  Island  armory,  at 
Rock  Island,  Illinois,  $100,000. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  that  amendment  will 
not  prevail.  The  present  appropriation  is  not 
confined  to  any  particular  work,  but  the  Depart- 
ment may  expend  it  wherever  it  deems  proper. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  add  the  following: 

For  compensation  of  two  clerks  in  the  signal  oflice, 
$2,800. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  add  the  following: 
For  enabling  the  wives  and  friends  of  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  to  visit  the  same,  where  unable  to  incur  tlie  ex- 
pense, to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  Cluarter- 
master  General  through  assistant  quartermasters  in  the  sev- 
eral States,  under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  $150,000. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  only  want  to  say  in  behalf  of 
that  proposition  that  the  wife  of  many  a  sick  and 
wounded  soldier  is  actually  debarred  frorn  visit- 
ing her  husband  in  the  hospital  or  in  the  field,  even 
in  the  cases  where  such  visits  are  permitted,  from 
inability  to  incur  the  expense.  The  soldier's  wife 
with  her  family  of  little  children,  supported  by 
her  own  labor  and  whatever  the  soldier  can  spare 
of  his  f)ittance  of  thirteen  dollars  per  month,  is 
actually  excluded  from  the  privilege  of  soothing 
his  agony  from  wounds  or  sickness  in  the  cheer- 
less hospital,  by  the  indigence  to  which  you  con- 
sign the  private  soldier  by  the  insufficiency  of  his 
pay.  By  this  bill  you  appropriate  $1,500,000  to 
persons  having  no  connection  with  the  public  ser- 
vice nor  any  peculiar  claims  on  your  bounty.  la 
it  not  proper  that  this  appeal  to  the  beneficence  of 
Government  should  be  favorably  considered? 

I  have  known  many  instances  where  the  benev- 
olence of  the  community  had  provided  the  small 
pittance  to  enable  the  wife  to  visit  her  sick  or  dy- 
ing husband. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  if 
I  understand  the  amendment.  1  ask  that  it  may 
be  read  again. 

The  amendment  was  read. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  first  thought  it  related  to 
disabled  soldiers,  but  I  see  it  does  not.  It  creates 
a  new  law,  and  tlierefore  I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  do  not  understand  the  point 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  This 
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nmendment  only  authorizes  an  iipproprinlion  of 
money  to  enable  the  wives  of  sick  mid  wounded 
soldiers  in  the  service  to  visit  them  in  cases  where 
the  wives  and  friends  are  unable  to  do  so. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  There  is  no  law  authorizing 
such  jjersons  to  visit  sick  and  wounded  soldiers. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order,  as  there  is  no  law  authorizing  the 
appropriation  of  money  for  such  a  purpose. 

Mr.  HARDING.  1  move  to  amend  byadding 
the  following  proviso. 

Provided,  Tliat  no  part  of  the  money  lierein  appropriated 
■hall  bo  applied  or  used  for  the  purpose  of  raising,  arming, 
equippine,  or  paying  negro  soldiers,  and  lliat  all  negro  sol- 
diers novv  in  tlie  Army  shall  be  disbanded  and  discharged 
from  the  service. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  is  too  near  dark,  I  sug- 
gest, to  bring  in  the  negro  now.  I  raise  the  point 
of  ortler  that  the  latter  part  of  it  repeals  the  ex- 
isting law,  and  is  therefore  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order  so  far  as  the  latter  part  of  the  amend- 
ment is  concerned. 

Mr.  HARDING.  I  modify  the  amendment  by 
omitting  the  latter  clause. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  think  now  it  ought  to  be 
adopted,  so  that  we  can  have  a  vote  by  yeas  and 
nays  on  it  in  the  House. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing on  page  3,  after  line  forty,  the  following: 

And  that  the  same  be  paid  In  gold  or  its  equivalent: 
Provided,  'J'liat  the  relative  value  of  any  paper  currency 
tendered  shall  lie  ascertained  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  his  certificate  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  thereof, 
if  dated  thirty  days  before  payment  is  made. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  That  is  going  back  in  the 
bill,  and  I  object.  _y 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order.  Clauses  in  appropriation  bills  arc 
regarded  the  same  as  sections  in  other  bills,  and 
the  clause  to  which  the  amendment  is  proposed 
has  been  passed. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  must  say  I  cannot  under- 
stand the  principle  upon  whicii  the  amendment  is 
ruled  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  ap- 
peal from  the  decision.' 

Mr.  DAWSON.  No, sir;  but  I  would  be  glad 
to  have  the  Chair  hear  what  I  have  to  say. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  the 
amendment  otit  of  order. 

Mr.  DAWSON.     Upon  what  principle  .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  paragraphs  in  ap- 
propriation bills  are  regarded  as  sections  are  in 
other  bills,  anil  we  have  passed  the  clause  the  gen- 
tleman proposes  to  amend. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Then  I  olTer  it  as  an  amend- 
ment to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Another  point  of  order: 
either  the  law  now  allows  us  to  pay  soldiers  in 
gold,  or  the  amendment  creates  a  new  law.  This 
latter  would  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  In  answer  I  would  say  that 
the  present  law  does  not  specify  the  kind  of  money 
that  sliall  be  paid. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  the  amendment  cre- 
ates a  law  providing  payment  in  a  certain  way. 

Mr.  DAWSON.     Certainly. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Docs  the  Chair  decide  that  it 
is  not  in  order,  for  the  reason  that  it  prescribes  a 
parlicular  mode  in  which  soldiers  shall  be  paid.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Because  it  proposes  to 
make  a  new  law. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair;  and  upon  that  question  1  have  the 
right  to  be  heard.  Jt  docs  not  change  the  exist- 
ing law.  The  law  fixing  the  compensation  of  sol- 
diers does  not  j)re8cribc  tiie  currency  in  which 
ihey  shall  be  paid.  Gold  and  silver  arc  the  only 
Ic^nl  currency  known  to  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  1  understand  the  gentle- 
man, ili(  re  is  no  law  now  for 

T)>c  CHAIRMAN.  No  debate  is  in  order. 
The  question  is,  "Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  as  the  Judgtnent  of  the  committee.''" 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in 
ihc  affiriTialive. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  move  to  amend  byadding 
itl  the  end  of  the  bill  the  following: 

Jind  pToniJcd  Jurlhcr,  That  the  first  payment  madcnlU-r 


the  passage  of  this  act  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars 

per  month  for  privat?  soldiers. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  makeapointof  order.  His 
amendment  amounts  to  nothing,  and  he  is  offering 
frivolous  amendments. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustaitis  the 
point  of  order.  The  amendment  proposes  to 
change  an  existing  law. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  the  coihmittee 
rise  and  report  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
had  had  under  consideration  bill  of  the  House  No. 
198,  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the 
Army  for  tlie  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1865, 
and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  same  to  the 
House  with  sundry  amendments,  in  which  he  was 
instructed  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  amendments  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  were  agreed 
to,  with  the  exception  of  the  following: 

Provided,  Tliatnopart  of  the  money  hereby  appropriated 
shall  he  applied  or  used  for  the  purpose  of  raising,  arming, 
equipping,  or  paying  negro  soldiers. 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  81;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Ancona,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eldrldge, 
Harding,  Harrineton,  Uenjaniin  G.  Harris,  Lons,  Mallory, 
Marcy,  VVilliamd.  IVlilltrr,  Morrifon,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Stiles,  Stuart,  and  Wadsworth — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ash- 
Icy,  Daily,  Augustus  C.  i3ald win,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
lieaman,  Blaine,  Blow,  Bomvi'ell,  Brandegee.  liroomall, 
Ambrose  VV.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Crosvvell,  lleijry  Winter 
Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  IJrigas,  Dumont, 
Eliot,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooeli,  Hale,  Higby, 
Hooper,  Hotehkiss,  John  H.  Hubbard;  Julian,  Kasson,  Ivel- 
ley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Kernan,  Loan,  Longyear,  Mar- 
vin, McBiide,  McCliirg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead, 
Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers, Nor- 
ton, Od'ell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  ferl)am,rikc, 
I'omeroy,  Price,  Radford,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Jolni  H. 
Rice,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Spalding,  Starr,  Steb- 
bins,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh, 
VVhaley,  Wheeler,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
and  W infield— 8L 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Tlie  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS  IN  DAKOTA. 

Mr.  JAYNE,  by  unanimous  consent  and  in 
pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  to  reimburse  the  Terri- 
tory of  Dakota  for  expenses  incurred  during  the 
Indian  wars  of  1862;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  FOR  A  MEMRER. 
Mr.  COBB.  I  ask  leave  of  absence  for  my  col- 
league, Mr.  McIndoe,  for  two  weeks  from  to- 
day. 

There  being  no  objection,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted. 

OREGON  INDIANS. 

Mr.  McBRIDE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  Sen- 
ate bill  No.  2.5,  to  authorize  the  President  to  nego- 
tiate treaties  with  the  Klamath  and  Modoc  Indian 
tribes  in  southeastern  Oregon. 

l\lr.  STEVENS.  I  will  not  object  to  the  bill 
being  taken  up,  but  I  presume  the  gentleman  does 
not  ask  action  upon  it  at  this  late  liour  of  the 
evening. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  seems  to  me  such  a  bill 
as  that  ouglit  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs.     I  must  object. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Will  not  the  bill  come  up 
in  ilio  morning.'' 

The  SPEAltER.  It  will  not,  in  its  present 
|ioiiition.     A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  would 


bring  it  up  next  Monday;  or,  if  it  be  taken  up 
novv,  it  will  come  up  to-morrow  as  unfinished 
business. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  no  objection  to  its 
being  taken  up  then,  but  I  cannot  permit  it  to 
come  up  to-night  when  there  is  nobody  here. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion to  the  taking  up  of  the  bill,  with  the  under- 
standing that  no  action  will  be  asked  upon  it  this 
evening. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  from  ine  Speaker's 
table,  and  read  a  fiist  and  second  timeby  its  title. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  STEVENS,  (at 
twenty  minutes  after  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the 
House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  March  22,  1864. 

Prayerby  the  Chaplain, Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved, 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  HARRIS  presented  eight  petitions  of  cit- 
izens of  New  York,  praying  for  increased  rail- 
road facilities  between  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aflfairs  and  the  Militia. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  members  of  the  New  York  Legis- 
lature, and  a  memorial  of  Erastus  Corning  and 
others,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  remonstrating 
against  the  extension  of  the  patent  of  Charles 
Goodycar*for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  In- 
dia rubber;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  OfHce. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Minnesota  in  favor  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  mail  route  from  St.  Charles,  in 
Winona  county,  by  way  of  Saratoga  and  Troy, 
to  Preston,  in  Fillmore  county;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Minnesota  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  pensions;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CLARK  presented  memorials  of  the  Prov- 
idence and  Newport  railroad,  of  the  Boston  and 
Providence  railroad ,  and  of  the  Concord  and  Clare- 
mont  railroad,  remonstrating  against  the  exten- 
sion of  the  patent  to  Charles  Goodyear  for  the 
manufacture  of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and 
the  Patent  Office. 

lyir.  HENDERSON  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri,  remonstrating  against 
an  increase  of  the  tax  on  tobacco;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  presenta  remonstrance  of  the 
City  Councils  of  the  city  of  Washington  against 
the  passage  of  an  act  now  pending  before  the  Sen- 
ate providing  for  a  registration  of  voters  in  the 
District.  I  move  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  as  the 
bill  was  made  the  special  order  for  Thursday 
next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Iowa,  praying  that  a  bounty  may  be  granted 
to  Benjamin  F.  SpalTord,  a  private  in  company 
F,  twenty-fifth  regiment  Iowa  volunteers,  who 
was  discharged  from  the  service  in  consequence 
of  injuries  received  while  acting  as  guard  on  the     ,  'g 
steamboat  Stephen   Decatur  at  St.  Louis,  Mia-    ^H 
souri;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on    "TM 
Pensions. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  desire  to  present  the  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Union  Mer- 
chants' E.xcliange  of  St.  Louis,  praying  for  in- 
creased facilities  for  transportation  to  market  of 
all  articles  of  such  a  nature  as  cannot  bear  the 
high  rates  of  railroad  trans])ortation.  They  urge 
the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  upper 
and  lower  rapids  of  the  Mississippi  river  as  a 
measure  of  national  importance,  and  also  the  fur- 
ther improvement  of  the  Illinois  luid  Michigan 
canal,  and  the  construction  of  slack-water  naviga- 
tion on  the  Illinois  river,  and  the  construction  of 
a  ship  canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  New  York  canals,  as  matters 
of  great  interest  and  military  importance.     1  ask 
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that  the  preamble  and  resolutions  may  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  offera  memorial  from  ncom- 
mitteeappointedby  the  German  Radical  National 
Club  of  Pliiladelphia,  in  relation  to  military  con- 
scriptix)n,  the  conclusion  of  which  is  as  follows: 

"  That  tliey  appeal  to  th(^  wisdom  of  Congress  by  the  laws 
providing  ih.-it  instead  of  conscription  hereafter  we  shall 
have  a  military  system  properly  classifying  all  alile-bortled 
me^n  witliouf  substitution,  and  with  only  feW  exemptions 
of  a  strictly  determined  character;  which  system,  if  faith- 
fully executed  beyond  tlifi  reach  of  favor  and  discriniina- 
tioM,  political  or  medical,  would,  in  our  opinion,  mak?  this 
nation  unconquerable  by  any  enemy, foreign  ordomestic." 

This  is  signed  by  a  committee  several  in  num- 
ber. I  ask  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BEPOllTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  a  rrtessage 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting 
a  copy  of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  the  Hudson  Bay  and  Puget  Sound  Agricul- 
tural Companies,  and  recommending  an  appropri- 
■  ation  to  carry  into  effect  the  first,  second,  and  third 
articles  of  said  treaty,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  187) 
to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  her  Britannic  Majesty,  for  the  final  set- 
tlement of  the  claims  of  the  Hudson  Bay  and  Pu- 
get Sound  Agricultural  Companies;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SUiVINER.  The  select  committee  on  sla- 
very and  frcedmen,  to  whoin  have  been  referred 
a  large  number  of  petitions  calling  upon  Congress 
to  provide  by  legislation  for  the  extinction  of  sla- 
very, have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
have  directed  me  to  make  a  report  in  part  of  a 
bill  (S.  No.  188)  to  prohibit  commerce  in  slaves 
among  the  several  States,  and  the  holding  or  trans- 
porting of  human  beings,  as  property,  in  any  ves- 
sel within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  national  Govern- 
ment. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  GRIMES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Coli,imbia,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S. 
No.  84)  to  incorporate  the  Metropolitan  Gas-Light 
Company,  in  the  District  of  Colureibia,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  who  were 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  additional  legis- 
lation is  necessary  to  improve  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  who  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  wa- 
tering Pennsylvania  avenue  during  the  session 
of  Congress,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  87)  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide compensation  for  the  services  of  George  Mo- 
rcll  in  adjusting  titles  to  land  in  Michigan,  reported 
it  adversely. 

Mr.  HARLAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Kansas  in  favor  of  a  grant  of 
land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Fort  Leavenworth  to  Fort  Scott,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  180)  in  relation  to 
university  lands  in  Minnesota,  reported  it  ad- 
versely. 

Mr.  HARDING,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No. 
181)  in  reference  to  donation  claims  in  Oregon 
and  Washington,  reported  it  with  ariiendments. 
PllINTING  OV  A  KEPOKT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MORRILL,  it  was 

Ontcrcil,  That  the  supplemental  report  of  the  engineer  of 
tlic   Washington  acpicdnct  of  February  22,  1864,  made  to 
the  .Secretary  oftlic  lnlerior,an(l  by  him  conununicated  to 
the  ComiHiltee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  be  printed. 
BILLS  INTROPUCKD. 

Mr.  HARRIS  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 


sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
189)  for  the  increase  of  the  marine  corps  of  the 
United  Slates;  which  waa  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill  at  length. 

The  Secretary  read  it.  It  provides  that  from 
and  after  its  passage  the  United  States  marine 
corps,  as  now  organized,  shall  be  increased  by 
the  addition  of  one  brigadier  general  commandant, 
five  captains,  five  first  lieutenants,  five  second 
lieutenants,  fifty  sergeants,  sixty  corporals,  ten 
drummers,  ten  fifers,  and  one  thousand  privates. 
The  additional  oflicers  thus  authorized  are  to  be 
appointed  first  by  promotion  according  to  rank  in 
the  line  of  the  mawne  corps  and  then  by  selection. 
The  title  of  colonel  commandant,  now  established 
by  law  in  the  marine  corps,  is  also  changed  to 
that  of  colonel. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  reso- 
lution (S.  No. 36)  in  relation  to  the  occupation  of 
Mexico  by  France;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  ask  that  the  joint  res- 
olution be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed.  I  give 
notice  to  the  chairman  of  the -Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  and  the  Senate  that  I  shall  call  it 
up  on  Friday  next. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  joint  resolu- 
tion will  lie  on  the  table,  and  the  order  to  print 
will  be  made  if  there  be  no  objection. 

REPORT  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  GRIMES  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  directed 
to  transmit  to  the  Senate  copies  of  reports  made  by  a  com- 
mission appointed  by  tlic  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  1861,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Day,  White,  and  Wattles,  or  by  either  of  said 
commissioners,  and  that  ho  transmit  to  the  Senai;e  copies 
of  all  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
or  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  upon  Indian  af- 
fairs, with  said  commissioners  or  with  either  of  them,  in- 
cluding all  communications  made  by  cither  of  them. 

BOUNTY  TO  NINE  MONTUS'  MEN. 
Mr.  WILSON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  In- 
form the  Senate  what  number  of  troops  have  been  raised 
for  nine  months' service  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
July  17,  1802,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  aeticalling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  approved  February  28, 
1795,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," specifying  what  number  Iiave  been  raised  as  volun- 
teers and  what  number  as  militia ;  also,  whetlier  the  bounty 
of  twenty-five  dollars,  provided  in  the  third  section  of  said 
act,  has  been  paid  to  all  the  volunteers  so  raised,  and  if  not, 
to  what  number  said  bounty  has  been  paid,  and  for  what 
reasons  said  bounty  has  been  withheld  from  any  such  vol- 
unteers; also,  whether  said  bounty  lias  been  paid  to  any 
of  the  militia  called  out  under  said  act. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Llotd,  its  Chief  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  Plouse  of  Representatives  had  passed  a  bill 
(No.  198)  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Army  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June, 
1865;  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  was 
requested. 

CENT  AND  TWO  CENT  COINS. 

Mr.  CLARK.  If  there  is  nothing  before  the 
Senate  I  will  ask  the  Senate  now  to  take  up  the 
bill  (S.  No.  183)  in  amendment  of  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  relating  to  foreign  coins  and  the  coin- 
age of  cents  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States," 
approved  February  21,  1857.  It  is  a  matter  of 
some  importance  that  it  shoCild  be  immediately 


The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  The  standard  weight  of  the  cent 
coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  is  pro- 
posed to  be  forty-eight  grains,  or  one  tenth  of  one 
ounce  troy,  and  the  cent  is  to  be  composed  of 
ninety-five  per  cent,  of  cojjpcr  and  five  per  cent. 
of  tin  and  zinc,  in  such  proportions  as  shall  be 
determined  by  the  Directorof  the  Mint;  and  from 
time  to  lime  there  is  to  be  Ktruck  and  coined  at  the 
mint  a  two  cent  piece,  of  the  sagie  composition, 
of  the  standard  weight  of  ninety-six  grains  or  one 
fifth  of  one  ounce  troy,  with  no  greater  deviation 


than  four  grains  to  each  piece  of  the  cent  and  two 
cent  coins;  and  the  shape,  mottoes,  and  devices 
of  these  coins  are  to  be  fixed  by  the  Director  of 
the  Mint,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  laws  now  in  force  relating  to 
the  coinage  of  cents  and  providing  for  the  pur- 
chase of  material,  and  prescribing  the  appropriate 
duties  of  the  officers  of  the  Mint  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  are  to  be  extended  to  the  coinage 
thus  provided  for.  All  laws  now  in  force  relating 
to.  the  coins  of  the  United  States  and  their  striking 
and  coining'^re,  so  far  as  applicable,  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  coinage  thus  authorized,  whether 
tliese  laws  are  penal  or#therwise,  for  the  security 
of  the  coin,  regulating  and  guarding  the  process 
of  striking  and  coining,  for  preventing  debasement 
or  counterfeiting,  or  for  any  other  purpose.  The 
Director  of  the  Mint^s  to  prescribe  suitable  regu- 
lations to  insure  a  due  conformity  to  the  required 
weights  and  proportions  of  alloy  in  these  coins, 
and  he  is  to  order  trials  thereof  to  be  made  from 
time  to  time  by  the  assayer  of  the  Mint,  whereof 
a  report  shall  be  made  in  writing  to  the  Director. 
These  coins  are  to  be  a  legal  tender  in  any  pay- 
ment, the  one  cent  coin  to  the  amount  of  ten  cents 
and  the  two  cent  coin  to  the  amount  of  twenty  cents; 
and  these  coins  may  be  paid  out  in  exchange  for 
the  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States,  except 
cents  or  half  cents  issued  under  former  acts  of 
Congress,  in  suitable  sums,  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
Mint  and  by  such  other  depositaries  astheSecre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  may  designate,  under  gen- 
eral regulations  proposed  by  the  Director  of  the 
Mint  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury; and  the  expenses  incident  to  such  exchange,, 
distribution,  and  transmission  maybe  paid  out  of 
the  profits  of  the  coinage,  and  the  net  profits  of 
the  coinage,  ascertained  in  like  manner  as  is  pre- 
scribed in  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  which  this 
is  a  supplement,  are  to  be  transferred  to  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States.  It  is  further  provided 
that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  make,  issue, 
or  pass,  or  cause  to  be  made,  issued,  or  passed, 
any  coin,  card,  token,  or  device  whatsoever,  in 
metal  or  its  compounds,  intended  to  pass  or  be 
pasi^ed  as  money  for  a  one  cent  piece  or  a  two 
cent  piece,  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  on  conviction 
be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  §1,000,  and 
by  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five 
years. 

Mr.  CLARK.  The  bill  simply  provides  for 
the  making  of  a  cent  with  a  different  alloy  from 
that  which  we  now  use — a  bronze  cent  alloyed 
with  tin  and  zinc,  instead  of  nickel,  on  account  of 
the  difliculty  of  obtaining  the  alloy  of  the  cent 
now  used;  and  also  provides  for  the  coinage  of  a 
two  cent  piece  of  the  same  kind.  I  have  in  my 
hand  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  recommending  this  to  be  done  for  the 
reason  that  I  have  suggested,  and  also  a  com- 
munication from  the  Director  of  the  Mint.  I  will 
not  take  the  trouble  to  have  them  i-ead,  unless 
some  Senator  desires  it.  The  bill  was  carefully 
prepared  at  the  Department,  and  the  Committee 
on  Finance  recommend  its  passage. 

Mr.  TRUiMBULL.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
whether  this  provision  for  the  coinage  of  a  new 
cent,  and^the  introduction  of  a  two  cent  piece,  de- 
teriorates the  intrinsic  value  of  the  cent.  The 
cent  as  a  general  thing  does  not  circulate  in  the 
country  now,  I  think.  We  see  some  few  of  them 
here,  but  in  my  travels  I  very  seldom  see  a  cent. 
I  do  not  know  how  it  may  be  in  other  portions  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  CLARK.  There  is  a  very  large  demand 
for  them,  and  we  are  coining  a  great  many  of 
them.  I  think  that  on  account  of  the  rise  in  the 
price  of  nickel  the  cent  cannot  now  be  made  for 
a  cent,  and  it  is  also  found  to  be  an  inconvenient 
alloy.  Perhaps  Iliad  better  send  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
Clerk,  and  have  it  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

TuEASDHY  Department,  March  5,  1804. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
communication  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Pliiladel- 
plii:i,  under  date  of  the  2d  instant,  recommending  the  dis- 
use of  nickel  in  the  cent  coinage  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
th(.'  substitution  of  bronze,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  and 
increased  expeiir^e  of  the  fonni'r  and  the  superiorily  of 
tlu^  hitter  f'lr  purposes  of  coinage  ;  also,  the  coina.^e  of  a 
two  ennt  |)if're  of  bronze.  I  transmit  the  draft  of  a  liill  pro- 
viding for  the  above  changes,  which  I  concur  with  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint  in  believing  to  be  to  the  advantage  of 
the  public  intcrusta,  as  well  ae  for  tlie  convenicncu  oi'  tlic 
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people,  and  request  that  tlio  inauor  may  be  presented  for 
Uic  action  ol"  Congress  as  promptly  as  possible. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Sccrclary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  W.  V.  Fessenden,  Chairman  Committee  oti  Finance, 
United  States  Senate. 

Mint  ok  the  United  Ptates, 

riiiLADELi'iliA,  March2,  1864. 

Sm  :  In  my  last  annual  report  f  recommended  the  disuse 
of  nickel  in  ilie  cent  coinage,  and  tlie  substitution  of  the 
alloy  lately  introduced  in  France  and  England  called  bronze. 
It  is  eomposed  of  copper,  tin,  and  zinc,  anil  makes  a  beau- 
tiful and  ductile  alloy.  'J'lils  elian<;o  in  the  material  of  tlie 
cent  is  not  only  desirable  in  itself,  but  lias  become  a  neces- 
sity frimi  the  advance  price  of  mckel,  (forasupply  of  which 
wo  are  at  present  entirely  dependent  upon  the  foreign  niar- 
Kel,  paying  for  it  in  gold  or  its  equivalent,)  and  tli<!  great 
uncertainty  of  procuring  an  adequate  supply  for  the  future 
from  any  source  at  a  price  within  the  legal  limit. 

Besides  this,  nickel  is  itself  objectionable  as  an  alloying 
metal.  It  is  harsh,  brittle,  most  difficult  to  melt,  requiring 
the  fiercest  fires  even  when  in  alloy  with  copper,  and  is 
very  destructive  of  dies,  machinery,  &c.,  thus  increasing 
the  cost  of  production,  which  will  soon  exceed  the  value 
of  the  product  if  the  price  of  copper,  labor,  coal,  &c.,  con- 
tinues to  advance,  as  it  is  almost  certain  to  do.  In  that 
event,  the  coinage  of  the  cent  must  cease. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  change  the  size  or  devices  of  the 
cent,  only  the  weight.  Tlie  weight  of  the  new  coin  would 
be  forty  eight  grains  or  one  tenth  ounce  troy.  This  will 
secure  a  coin  in  every  respect  superior  to  theslumpy  nickel. 

I  also  propose  for  your  consideration  the  coinage  of  a 
two  cent  piece,  same  material  and  double  the  weight  of  the 
cent.  The  size  of  this  coin  would  be  much  less  than  the 
old  copper  cent,  be  a  great  public  convenience,  and  its  coin- 
age, in  my  opinion,  should  be  authorizejj. 

If  you  approve  of  the  proposed  change  in  material  and 
denomination,  the  inclosed  bill,  prepared  with  care,  can  be 
submitted  to  Congress  for  their  action. 

Permit  me  respectfully  to  suggest  that  immediate  action 
is  necfssary,  for  if  nickel  is  retained  it  will  be  impossible 
to  meet  the  euorinous  demand  forcents,  and  the  increasing 
cost  of  production  may  compel  a  cessation  of  that  coinage. 
The  demand  for  cents  is  now  far  beyond  our  ability  to  sup- 
ply It. 

The  substitution  of  bronze  for  the  nickel  alloy  was  ex- 
amined by  the  commissioners  of  the  last  annual  assay  in 
February,  and  was  by  them  cordially  approved.  'J'he com- 
mission consisted  of  Professors  Joseph  Henry,  Washing- 
ton, District  of  Columbia;  John  Torrey,  New  York;  Al- 
exander, Baltimore  ;  Rogers  and  Rand, Philadelphia;  Judge 
Putnam,  Boston  ;  Hon.  H.  McCulloch,  Washington,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  the  three  ex  officio  members  from 
Philadelphia.  The  opinions  of  such  gentlemen,  though  not 
otBcially  expressed,  are  deserving  of  consideration. 

Would  it  not  be  proper  to  authorize  the  introiluction  upon 
our  gold  ami  silver  coins  of  the  larger  denominations  a 
mono  expressive  of  a  national  reliance  upon  the  divine 
Sovereignty.'  The  times  seem  to  demand  it.  I  hope  It 
may  receive  the  sanction  of  law. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

JAMES  POLLOCK,  Director. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Treasury  Department,  March  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  5th 
instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  commuEiieation  from  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint  in  reference  to  the  substitution  of  bronze 
for  nickel  in  the  coinage  of  cents,  and  the  coinage  of  a  two 
cent  piece  of  bronze,  together  with  a  bill  providing  there- 
for, I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  another  com- 
munication from  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  calling  attention 
to  the  very  serious  inconveniences  which  exist  on  account 
of  the  limited  supply  of  nickel  for  coinage,  and  the  impos- 
sibility of  obtaining  more  from  abroad  at  prices  suitable  for 
Mint  purposes,  and  urging  the  necessity  of  immediate  legis- 
lation to  mc(rt  the  dithculty  in  question. 

I  concur  with  the  Director  in  thinking  that  the  public  in- 
terest.'i  and  convenience  require  the  abandonment  of  nickel 
and  the  substitution  of  bronze  for  one  and  two  cent  pieces, 
as  provided  for  by  the  hill  already  submitted  ;  but  he  fears 
that  the  opposition  created  by  privaK^  interests  may  defeat 
the  proposed  measure,  and  he  therefore  submits  the  inclosed 
section  as  a  substitute  for  section  first  of  the  bill,  providing 
lor  the  continuance  of  the  coinage  of  the  nickel  eeni,  at  a 
reduced  weight,  and  Ihc  coinage  of  a  two  cent  bronze 
piece,  which  measure  will,  in  his  opinion,  reconcile  con- 
llicting  interests  and  remedy  the  existing  difficulty,  as  well 
as  result  in  a  large  saving  of  expense  to  tlife  Government. 
In  view  of  the  pressing  and  extensive  demand  for  the  ac- 
commodation which  the  proposed  coinage  will  supply,  I 
truiit  the  matter  will  receive  the  early  attention  of  Congress. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

P.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.W.  P.  Fessenden,  Chairman  Committee  on  Finance, 

U7iited  States  Senate. 


Mint  or  the  United  States, 
I'uiLADEi.PiiiA,  March  16,  1864. 
Sir:  The  continuance  of  (he  cent  coinage  Is  now  not 
only  a  rpiention  of  price,  but  supply.  Our  present  stock  of 
iil'-kel  will  be  exhausted  in  a  few  days,  and  an  adecpiate 
rupply  cannot  be  obtained  from  any  source.  Our  foreign 
<'orrespondcuts  inform  us  that  nickel  cannot  be  lurnished 
al  present  prices,  nor  can  any  considerable  amount  be  had 
for  soun^  niontliK.  We  are  thus  shut  up  to  the  home  sup- 
ply, from  the  work.'?  of  Mr.  Wharton  ;  but  If  we  ccuild  re- 
ceive all  made  at  his  csiabli.-hmenl  liie  amount  would  be 
wliojlyinsulficienl,  would  be  from  live  hundred  to  eight  hun- 
dred pounds  per  week,  not  more  than  one  half  iIk!  amount 
required  undiT  ordinary  cirtumslanoes.  Something  must 
be  done  by  CoiiijresH,und  that  at  uiiee,  to  meet  the  constant 


and  overwhelming  demand  for  cents.  Our  daily  orders 
range  from  two  to  five  thousand  dollars;  our  daily  produc- 
tions about  one  thousand  dollars.  We  cannot  increase  it, 
for  we  cannot  procure  the  material.  The  wants  of  the 
public  could  be  fully  met  by  substituting  bronze  for  the 
nickel  alloy.  But  private  interests  have  induced  opposi- 
tion to  this  proposition.  Can  tiiese  private  interests  be  rec- 
onciled, and  at  the  same  time  the  public  interests  and  con- 
venience be  promoted.''  I  think  tliey  can,  by  reducing  the 
weight  of  the  nickel  cent  from  si;venty-two  to  fortj'-eight 
grains,  and  continuing  the  coinage  of  the  nickel  alloy  at 
this  reduced  rate,  making  a  more  convenient  and  desirable 
coin,  and  at  the  same  time  authorizingthe  coinage  of  a  two 
cent  bronze  piece.  This  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  peo- 
ple and  Government,  and  be  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Wharton 
and  his  friends.  Although  every  consideration  of  public 
interest  and  convenience  requires  the  abandonment  of 
nickel,  yet  the  plan  now  proposed,  if  adopted,  will  greatly 
aid  the  Mint  in  meeting  a  demand  rtiat  is  unceasing  and 
Increasing.  1  inclose  an  amendment  or  new  section  to  the 
supplement  forwarded  some  weeks  ago,  embracing  the 
present  proposition.  If  bronze  is  substituted,  or  the  sub- 
mitted plan  ho  adopted,  a  clear  revenue  of  at  least  two  hun- 
dred or  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  will,  under 
the  present  demand  for  cents,  annually  accrue  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  hope  the  subject  will  receive  the  early  and  fa- 
vorable action  of  Congress. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  POLLOCK. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

CONVENTION  WITH  ECUADOR. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Coi^imittee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  341)  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  with 
Ecuador  for  the  mutual  adjustment  of  claims,  have 
directed  me  to  report  it  back  with  an  amendment. 
As  I  have  already  reported  a  bill  on  the  same  mat- 
ter, which  is  before  the  Senate,  and  was  printed 
some  days  ago,  I  ask  the  Senate  now  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  this  bill.  It  will  take  only 
a  minute. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  For  the  purpose 
of  carrying  into  effect  the  convention  with  Ecua- 
dor for  the  mutual  adjusttnent  of  claims,  signed  at 
duito,  on  the  25th  of  November,  1862,  it  provides 
that  the  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  be  allowed  a  com- 
pensation, in  full  for  his  services,  of  |3,500,  and 
ten  dollars  a  day  in  commutation  of  traveling  ex- 
penses for  the  time  actually  and  necessarily  occu- 
pied in  going  from  the  place  of  his  residence  to 
Guayaquil  and  returning  to  his  home  after  the 
termination  of  his  duties.  Butif  the  President  shall 
elect  to  appoint  the  minister  residcntof  the  United 
States  in  Ecuador  to  perform  the  duties  of  commis- 
sioner under  the  convention,  he  shall  receive  as 
compensation  for  his  services  fifty  per  cent,  of 
that  sum,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  ninth 
section  of  the  act  of  August  18,  1856,  to  regulate 
the  diplomatic  and  consular  systems  of  the  United 
States.  The  President  is  to  make  such  provision 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  commission, 
including  the  moiety  of  the  United  States  for  the 
compensation  of  the  umpire,  and  of  the  secretary 
who  may  be  chosen  by  the  commissioners,  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  the  convention,  as  he 
shall  deem  just  and  proper. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Ilelalions  was  in  section  one,  line  nine,  to  strike 
out  "ft3,500"  and  insert  "|3,000,"so  that  the 
cotnpensation  of  the  commissioner  shall  be  ^3,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  icporlcd  to  tlio  Senate  as  amended, 
andtheamendment  was  concurred  in.  Theamend- 
ment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to 
be  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

HOUSE  BILL  REFERRED. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  (No. 
198)  making  appropriations  for  the  supportof  the 
Army  for  the  year  ending  the  30ih  June,  18G5, 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Fiimnce. 

BILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  ihe  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Nicola  v,  his  Sccrclary,  announced 
that  ihe  President  iiad  yesterday  approved  and 
signfd  the  following  acts: 

An  act  (S.  No.  60)  amendatory  of  thc^home- 
Hte.id  law,  and  for  other  purposes; 

An  act  (S.No.  96)  to  enable  the  people  of  Nc- 
vudii  to  form  a  conslilution  and  yiatc  government, 


and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  and 
An  act  (S.  No.  97)  to  enable  the  people  of  Colo- 
rado to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
and  for  the  admission  of  stfch  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  StatQS. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPiierson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed  the  bill 
of  the  Senate  (No.  25)  to  authorize  the  President 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Klamath,  Modoc, 
and  other  Indian  tribes  in  southeastern  Oregon. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  a  bill  (No.  356) 
requiring  the  proofof  payment  of  duties  on  foreign 
salt  before  payment  of  the  allowances  provided 
for  by  the  acts  of  July  29,  1813,  and  March  3, 
1819;  in  which  the  cottcurrence  of  the  Senate 
was  requested. 

The  hiessage  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  insisted  upon  its  amend- 
ment to  the  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  34)  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the 
year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1865,  disagreed  to 
by  the  Senate,  and  had  agreed  to  the  conference 
asked  by  the  Senate  upon  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  thereon,  and  had  appointed 
Mr.  Reube'n  E.  Fenton  of  New  York,  Mr. 
Henry  T.  Blow  of  Missouri,  and  Mr.  James 
R.  Morris  of  Ohio,  managers  at  the  same  on  its 
part. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  299) 
to  provide  for  carrying  the  mails  from  the  United 
States  to  foreign  ports,  and  for  other  purposes. 

ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  an 
enrolled  bill  (S.  No.  142)  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  French  ship  La  Manclie. 

HOUSE  BILL  REFERRED. 
The  hill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
(No.  356)  requiring  the  proof  of  payment  of  duties 
on  foreign  salt  before  paymentof  the  allowances 
provided  for  by  the  acts  of  July  29,  1813,  and 
March  3,  1819,  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

ENLISTMENTS  IN  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  na 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  41)  to  promote  enlist- 
ments in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes;  the  pending  question  being  on 
the  amentlmenl  of  Mr.  Davis  to  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  WiLsoM. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  Mr.  President,  there  are  sev- 
eral bills  before  the  Senate,  each  having  a  special 
design  to  accomplish,  and  all  of  which  have  a 
general  purport.  The  special  design  of  each  bill 
IS  apparent  on  its  face;  but  tiTc  gener»tl  object  of 
all  these  bills,  and  I  am  disposed  to  believe  the 
main  object,  is  the  destruction  of  slavery.  Among 
these  bills  is  one  to  repeal  what  is  usually  called 
the  fugitive  slave  law.  There  is  another  to  make 
persons  of  color  competent  witnesses  in  the  Fed- 
eral courts;  and  there  is  also  the  bill  now  under 
consideration  more  especially. 

I  was  and  atin  very  desirous  to  bring  my  mind 
to  the  conclusion  to  vote  for  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  to  see  it  put  in  such  a  form  that  I 
could,  consistently  with  my  convictions  of  justice 
and  duty,  do  so;  and  it  was  with  the  view  of  hav- 
ing it  put  in  such  a  form  that  I  voted  yesterday 
to  send  that  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

I  confess  that  my  commiseration  was  excited 
the  other  day  by  the  reading  of  the  letters  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  by  the  honorable  Senator 
froiTi  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wilson;]  but  I  am 
disposed  to  believe  that  those  instances  of  vin- 
dictive cruelly  to  which  the  Senator  alluded,  and 
to  which  also  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Brown]  alluded,  were  more  the  result  of  another 
consideration  than  they  were  the  result  of  the 
pique  and  passion  of  the  masters  of  the  slaves, 
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exasperated  hy  their  enlistment.  I  think  (ho  sales 
of  those  women  and  cliildrcn  maybe  more  justly 
attributable  to  the  impending  universal  emanci- 
pation of  slavery  in  Missouri  than  to  any  exasper- 
ation of  the  master  growing  especially  out  of  the 
enlistment  of  his  slave  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Again,  if  those  wives  and  children  were  sold 
by  their  masters  because  the  liusban^s  and  fathers 
had  enlisted  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  my  opinion  that  a  change  of  masters 
would  work  no  disadvantage  to  them.  They  may 
well  be  glad  to  escape  from  the  custody  and  own- 
ership of  a  miscreant  who  would  indulge  his  evil 
passions  on  account  of  any  such  consideration. 

But  the  greatest  difficulty  that  I  have  in  bring- 
ing my  mind  to  vote  for  this  bill  is  this:  I  am 
satisfied  that  if  it  passes  in  its  present  form  it  will 
lead  to  almostendless  confusion  and  to  very  dis- 
tressingdifficulties  in  the  States  where  these  slaves 
live.  The  marital  relation  is  not  known  at  all 
between  slaves  in  any  of  those  States.  I  do  not 
know  how  it  is  in  Missouri.  It  was  not  and  I 
presume  is  not  yet  recognized  in  Virginia.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  not  recognized  in  Maryland.  Of  that, 
however,  I  am  not  certain.  Marriage  is  a  civil 
contract,  and  it  has  been  expressly  held  by  the 
courts  of  Virginia  that  a  slave  is  incompetent  t-o 
make  a  contract.     There  can  be  therefore  in  Vir- 

finia  between  slaves  no  legal  marriage;  there  can 
e  therefore  no  wife  in  the  eyes  of  the  law;  there 
Can  be  no  children  of  slaves  in  the  eyesof  the  law. 
Let  me  allude  to  a  decision  of  the  supreme  court 
of  appeals  in  Virginia  to  show  how  far  our  courts 
have  gone  to  destroy  the  idea  of  personality  in  the 
slave  at  all.  A  benevolent  master  made  his  will 
and  died.  In  that  will  there  wasa  provision  that 
the  executors  should  hire  out  the  slaves  for  so 
many  years  and  that  they  should  sacredly  keep 
and  preserve  the  proceeds  of  their  labor  until  the 
end  of  the  term,  and  then  such  of  the  slaves  as 
should  elect  to  be  free  and  to  go  to  Africa  might 
do  so,  and  should  thereby  be  entitled  to  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  previous  labor.  Our  court  of  ap- 
peals decided  that  the  slave  could  not  make  any 
such  election;  and  notwithstanding  the  explicit 
provisions  of  the  will,  they  ret<flteed  him  in  sla- 
very and  distributed  the  fund ,  the  proceeds  of  his 
labor  during  the  term  which  I  have  stated.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  such  relation  as  the  wife  of  a 
slave  in  Virginia,  and  his  offspring  is  truly  nullius 
Jilius. 

It  seems  to  me  that  unless  the  terms  of  this  bill 
•are  more  strictly  guarded  a  conflict  may  arise 
with  the  State  courts  and  much  distressing  con- 
fusion will  necessarily  ensue.  It  was  from  these 
considerations  that  I  desired  to  see  this  bill  go 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  or  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  that  there  might 
be  a  careful  consideration  of  some  means  by  which 
the  identity  of  the  persons  referred  to  in  the  bill 
might  be  legally  fixed  and  established. 

Then,  sir,  I  have  another  difficulty.  I  sceitn 
the  Constitution  which  I  have  taken  an  oath  to 
support  a  very  plain  provision  that  we  shall  not 
take  private  property  for  public  use  withoutjust 
compensation;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  plain 
principles  and  obligations  of  constitutional  law 
and  the  simple  dictates  of  justice  should  compel 
the  Senate  to  incorporate  in  a  bill  of  this  character 
a  provision  looking  to  that  result.  It  will  not  do 
to  tell  me  that  there  can  be  no  property  in  slaves, 
and  that,  therefore,  there  ought  to  be  no  compen- 
sation for  them.  The  very  terms  of  the  bill  neg- 
ative any  such  idea  as  that.  I  agree  perfectly 
with  Senators  as  to  whether  slaves  should  have 
been  regarded  as  property  in  the  first  place;  but 
we  are  to  look  at  things  us  they  are  and  at  facts 
as  they  exist.  I  say  then  the  very  terms  of  the 
bill  itself  include  the  idea  of  property  in  slaves. 
Else  where  the  necessity  for  ihe  emancipation  of 
the  slaves  whose  husband  and  father  enlists  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States?  The  main  and  fun- 
damental principle  of  the  bill  is  predicated  upon 
the  very  idea  that  there  is  property  in  a  slave.  It 
is  to  take  him  out  of  the  custody  of  his  master 
and  give  him  to  himself.  1  should  like,  therefore, 
(for  I  want  to  vote  for  this  bill,)  to  see  this  plain 
requirement  of  the  Constitution  recognized  in  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  this  plain  response  to  the 
dictatesof  common  justice,  and  I  had  nearly  said 
of  common  horuisty,  heeded  and  obeyed  under 
our  obligation  to  the  Constitution. 

But,  sir,  I  can  never  bring  myself  to  rest  con- 


tented while  the  father  and  husband  is  fighting  the 
battles  of  his  country  that  his  children  and  the 
woman  whom  ho  regards  as  his  wife  shall  be  left 
in  the  bonds  of  slavery;  and  I  trust,  ere  we  are 
brought  to  a  vote  on  this  matter,  there  may  be 
some  amendment  of  this  bill  whereby  the  diffi- 
culties to  which  I  have  alluded  uiay  be  obviated 
and  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution  complied 
with. 

But  it  was  not  my  intention  to  go  very  largely 
into  these  considerations.  I  alluded  to  another 
bill,  and  1  propose  to  submit  a  few  remarks  in 
relation  to  that  bill.  I  may  as  well  do  it  here  as 
when  the  bill  comes  up,  and  especially  so  since 
the  main  object  of  my  desiring  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  was  to  suggest  another 
measure,  which  might  well  supersede  all  these 
partial  means  of  abolishing  slavery.  The  bill  to 
which  1  allude  is  that  introduced  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumner,]  to 
repeal  the  law  for  the  return  of  fugitives  from  la- 
bor to  their  masters.  The  constitutional  provis- 
ion on  that  subject  is  very  plain: 

"No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under 
the  laws  thereof,  escapiiif;  into  another,  shall,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law. or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged 
from  such  service  or  labor,  but  sliall  be  delivered  up  on 
claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be 
due." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  idea  that  slaves  escap- 
ing from  their  masters  in  the  slaveholding  States 
to  the  free  States  were  not  intended  to  be  embraced 
in  the  terms  of  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  that 
I  have  read  utterly  ignores  the  entire  legislative 
and  judicial  history  of  our  Government  from  its 
foundation  to  the  present  hour.  Many  of  the  men 
who  framed  the  Constitution  helped  to  frame  the 
first  law  for  the  return  of  these  fugitives.  They 
were  fresh  from  the  labors  of  the  formation  of  the 
Constitutfon  itself.  They  gave  that  construction 
to  this  law,  and  every  action  of  our  national  Le- 
gislature on  that  subject,  frond  that  day  up  to  this, 
has  given  the  same  construction  to  this  section  of 
the  Constitution. 

Moreover,  the  Constitution  has  provided  a  tri- 
bunal which  is  to  settle  finally  every  question  of 
constitutional,  law  arising  under  it;  and  in  re- 
peated instances  the  supreme  judiciary  of  the  land 
iiave  given  this  interpretation  to  the  words  in  the 
clause  which  I  have  read,  and  this  application  of 
these  words.  They  have  repeatedly  recognized 
not  only  that  fact  and  that  construction  of  those 
terms,  but  they  have  recognized  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  law  of  1793  as  well  as  of  the  law  of 
1850. 

After  this  uniform  recognition  of  the  plam 
meaningof  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  from  the 
origin  of  our  Government  up  to  the  present  hour, 
after  this  uniform  current  of  our  legislative  his- 
tory on  the  subject,  after  the  repeated  decisions 
of  the  supreme  judiciary  of  the  land  arriving  at 
the  same  result,  it  seems  to  me  a  little  singular, 
after  three  quarters  of  a  century  of  our  history, 
that  there  should  at  this  late  day  spring  up  any 
idea  that  it  was  not  intended  that  this  clause  in 
our  Constitution  should  apply  to  the  reclamation 
of  fugitive  slaves.  But,  sir,  I  merely  make  this 
reference  without  intending  to  go  into  the  argu- 
ment, because  it  seems  to  me  that  a  simple  state- 
ment of  the  case  is  the  best  argument  that  can  be 
made  in  the  premises,  and  I  shall  content  myself 
"with  the  authority  of  our  present  excellent  Chief 
Magistrate.     In  his  inaugural  address  he  said: 

"  It  is  scarcely  questioned  that  this  provision  was  in- 
tended by  those  who  made  it  for  the  reclaimingof  what  we 
call  fugitive  slaves;  and  the  intention  of  the  lawgiver  is 
the  law.  All  members  of  Congress  swear  their  support  to 
the  whole  Constitution — W  this  provision  as  much  as  any 
otlier.  To  the  proposition,  then,  that  slaves,  wlmse  cases 
come  within  the  terms  of  this  clause,  'shall  be  delivered 
up,"  their  oaths  are  unanimous.  Now,  if  they  would  make 
tlie  ctl'ort  in  good  temper,  could  tlicy  not,  with  nearly  equal 
unanimity,  frame  and  pass  a  law  by  means  of  which  to  keep 
good  that  unanimous  oath  ? 

"Tliereis  some  difference  of  opinion  whether  this  clause 
should  be  enforced  by  national  or  by  State  authority;  but 
surely  that  difl'erence  is  not  a  very  material  one.  If  the 
slave  is  to  be  surrendered,  it  can  be  of  but  little  conse- 
quejice  to  him,  or  to  others,  by  which  authority  it  is  done. 
And  should  anyone,  in  any  case,  be  content  that  his  oath 
shalf  go  unkept  on  a  merely  unsubstantial  controversy  as 
lo'how  it  shall  be  kept.'" 

1  think  the  case  is  very  plainly  stated,  sir,  and 
therefore  I  shall  conclude  my  remarks  on  that 
branch  of  the  topics  which  I  propose-  to  discuss 
to-day  by  simply  sayitig  that  I  cannot  vote  for 
any  repeal  of  our  fugitive  slave  law  until  there  is 
another  lawproposuii  accornplisliiiig  the  same  re- 


sult in  a  better  and  more  humane  manner.  Ifthn 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  intro- 
duced a  law  to  supply  the  place  of  this,  so  that  we 
might  keep  our  constitutional  obligation,  and  if 
that  in  its  terms  had  been  efficient  and  more  hu- 
mane, it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  vote  for 
it;  but  while  this  obligation  rests  upon  me  as  a 
member  of  IFie  Senate,  while  I  am  one  of  those 
who  have  taken  that  "  unanimous  oath,"  I  shall 
feel  as  long  as  there  is  a  slave  remaining  with  the 
shackles  on  him,  however  much  I  may  detest 
slavery  in  the  abstract,  that  it  is  my  solemn  duty 
to  make  a  provision  to  carry  into  effect  the  plain 
requirement  of  the  Constitution. 

But,  Mr.  President,  my  main  object  to-day  was 
to  discuss  the  necessay  and  propriety  of  a  rem- 
edy for  all  these  evils  of  a  different  character  from 
any  of  these  and  perfectly  conclusive  in  its  effects; 
and  in  doing  so  to  ask  the  Senate  to  indulge  me 
for  a  short  time  in  a  course  of  remarks  which  has 
as  much  reference  to  my  own  personal  vindica- 
tion as  it  has  to  the  question  in  hand.  It  is  known 
to  the  Senate  that  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar 
condition  of  West  Virginia  and  my  relations  to 
that  State  I  have  become  involved  somewhat  in 
this  controversy  about  slavery;- and  I  wish  to- 
day, on  the  floor  where  I  committed  the  offense, 
if  any  offense  was  committed,  to  make  my  vindi- 
cation for  the  position  I  then  assumed. 

Mr.  President,  whoever  is  responsible  for  the 
questions  connected  with  African  slavery  which 
are  now  agitating  the  public  mind,  these  questions 
have,  I  think,  assumed  such  importance  and  be- 
come so  interwoven  with  the  policy  and  current 
history  of  tfie  nation  as  to  involve  not  only  the 
propriety  of  discussion  but  the  necessity  also  of 
final  adjustment.  They  cannot  now  be  avoided 
or  evaded.  Whether  they  should  have  been  in- 
troduced it  is  useless  now  to  controvert.  Tliey 
have  been  introduced,  the  issues  are  made,  and 
there  is  no  alternative  but  to  meet  and  decide 
them. 

For  myself,  however,  I  can  have  no  hesitation 
to  say  where  the  responsibility  properly  belongs. 
It  rests  with  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis  and  the  other 
conspirators  who  cooperate  with  him.  They  are 
the  real,  practical,  and  efficient  abolitionists  of  the 
day.  Had  they  remained  faithful  to  the  Consti- 
tution slavery  to-day  would  have  been  where  it 
was  when  the  present  Administration  came  into 
power,  secure  under  the  guarantees  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  under  the  obligation  of  the  party  in 
power  to  maintain  in  good  faith  the  pledge  which 
they  made  to  the  country  in  the  fourth  resolution 
of  the  Chicago  platform: 

"  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of  the  rights,  and  espe- 
cially the  right  of  each  State  to  order  and  control  its  own 
domestic  institutions  according  to  its  own  judgment  exclu- 
sively, is  essential  to  that  balance  of  power  on  which  the 
perfection  and  endurance  of  our  political  fabric  depend." 

Not  only  had  these  conspirators  the  protection 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  pledge  of  the  party 
ccJtniiig  into  power,  but  they  also  had  a  majority 
in  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Yet  they  revolted 
under  pretense  of  danger  to  their  domestic  insti- 
tutions. But  that  is  not  all.  The  friends  of  sla- 
very, both  in  the  North  and  in  the  South,  have 
now  placed  it  upon  grounds  which  challenge  con- 
troversy and  preclude  indifference  to  it.  Formerly 
it  was  generally  acknowledged  to  be  a  moral,  so- 
cial, and  political  evil,  tolerated  only  because  no 
feasible  mode  of  getting  rid  of  it  had  been  suggest- 
ed. But  now  it  is  maintained  as  a  moral,  social, 
and  political  blessing.  It  arrogates  to  itself  the 
divine  sanction.  Itisheralded  as  the  chief  corner- 
stone of  the  insurrectionary  confederacy.  It  is 
proclaimed  as  essential  to  the  consummation  of 
any  high  degree  of  civilization.  If  this  be  so,  th» 
policy  of  the  Government  should  be  to  encourage 
rather  tlian  to  contract  its  expansion. 

Sir,  the  apology  so  often  repeated  in  extenu- 
ation of  the  rebellion,  that  it  originated  in  a  just 
apprehension  of  unlawful  interference  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  with  the  institution  of  slavery 
in  the  States  where  itexisted,  is  not  warranted  by 
the  truth.  To  refute  such  a  pretense  it  isj  only 
necessary  to  quote  the  well-considered  speech  of 
Mr.  A.  H.  Stephens,  the  vice  president  of  the 
confederate  States,  delivered  in  Georgia  prior  to 
the  ordinance  of  secession  which  assumed  to  dis- 
solve the  connection  of  that  State  with  the  Fed- 
eral Union.     In  that  speech  he  saio: 

'■  I'ause,  I  entreat  you,  and  consider  for  a  moment  what 
reasons  you  can  giv(!  that  will  even  satisfy  yourselves  in 
cahner  momanls.    What  reasons  can  you  give  to  your  fel- 
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low-suflcn-rs  in  tlie  calamity  that  it  will  bring  upon  us? 
What  reasons  can  you  give  to  the  nations  ol'  the  earth  to 
justify  it?  They  will  be  calm  and  dcliborate  judges  in  the 
case;  ^iid  to  what  cause  or  one  overt  act  can  you  name  or 
point  on  which  to  rest  the  plea  ol' justification?  VVhatriElit 
has  the  North  assailed?  What  interest  of  the  South  lias 
been  invaded?  What  justice  has  been  denied,  and  what 
claim  t'ouiulod  injustice  and  right  has  been  witldicld?  Can 
either  of  you  to-day  name  oncgoverumental,act  of  wroin;  de- 
liberately and  purposely  done  by  the  Government  of  Wash- 
ington of  which  the  South  has  a  right  to  complain?  I  chal- 
lenge the  answer.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  let  me  show  the 
facts  (and  believe  me,  gentlemen,  I  am  not  here  the  advocate 
of  the  North,  but  I  am  here  the  friend,  the  firm  friend  and 
ioverof  the  South  and  her  institutions,  and  for  this  reason  I 
speak  thus  plainly  and  faithfully,  foryoux*,  mine,  and  every 
other  man's  interest,  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness)  of 
which  I  wish  you  to  judge,  and  I  will  only  stale  facts  which 
are  clear  and  undeniable,  and  which  now  stand  as  records 
authentic  in  the  history  of  our  country.  When  we  of  the 
South  demanded  the  slave  trade,  or  tlie  importation  of  Af- 
ricans for  tlie  cultivation  of  our  lands,  did  they  not  yield 
the  right  for  twenty  years?  When  we  asked  a  three-iifllis 
representation  in  Congress  for  oursluves  waslt  imtgranted? 
When  we  asked  and  demanded  the  return  of  any  fugitive 
from  justice,  or  the  recovery  of  those  persons  owing  labor 
or  allegiance,  was  it  not  incorporated  in  the  Constitution, 
and  again  ratified  and  strengthened  in  the  fugitive  slave 
law  uf  1850  ?  liut  do  you  reply  that  in  many  instances  they 
liave  violated  this  compact,  and  have  not  been  faithful  to 
their  engagements?  As  individual  and  local  communities 
they  have  done  so,  but  not  by  the  sanction  of  Government, 
for  that  has  alw.'iys  been  true  to  southern  interests. 

"  Again,  gentlemen,  look  at  another  fact.  When  we  have 
asked  that  more  territory  should  be  added  that  we  might 
spread  the  institution  of  slavery,  have  they  not  yielded  to 
our  demands  in  giving  us  Louisiana,  Florida,  and  Texas, 
out  of  which  four  States  have  been  carved,  and  ample  ter- 
ritory for  four  more  to  be  added  in  due  time,  if  you,  by  this 
unwise  and  impolitic  act,  do  not  destroy  iliis  hope,  and 
perhaps  by  it  lose  all,  and  have  your  last'slave  wrenched 
from  you  by  stern  military  rule,  as  South  America  and 
Mexico  were,  or  by  the  vindictive  decre%of  a  universal 
emancipation,  which  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  fol- 
low. 

"  But  again,  gentlemen,  what  have  we  to  gain  by  this 
proposed  change  of  our  ndation  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment? We  have  always  liad  the  control  of  it,  and  can  yet, 
if  we  remain  in  it  and  arc  united  as  we  liavc  been.  VVe  have 
had  a  majority  of  the  ['residents  chosen  from  the  South,  as 
_wellas  the  control  and  nianagernentofnio.st  of  those  chosen 
from  the  North.  We  have  had  siityyears  of  southern  Pris- 
idents  to  their  twenty  lour,  thus  controlling  the  executive 
depnrtuyint.  So  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  We 
have  had  eighteen  from  tlie  South  and  but  eleven  from  the 
North.  Although  nearly  four  fifths  of  tlie  judicial  business 
has  arisen  in  the  Iree  States,  yet  a  majority  of  the  court  has 
always  been  from  the  South.  'I'iiis  we  have  required  so  as 
to  guard  against  any  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  un- 
favorable to  us.  In  like  manner  we  liavc  been  equally 
watchful  to  guard  our  interests  in  the  legislative  brancli  of 
Government.  In  choosing  the  presiding  Presidents  (pro 
temjiore)  of  the  Senate  we  have  liad  twenty-four  to  their 
eleven.  Speakers  of  the  House  we  had  twenty-three,  and 
tlieytwelve.  Wiiile  the  majority  of  the  Representatives, 
from  their  greater  .population,  have  always  been  from  the 
North,  yet  we  have  so  generally  secured  the  S|)eaker  be- 
cause he,  to  a  groat  extent,  shapes  and  controls  the  legis- 
lation of  the  country.  Nor  have  we  had  less  control  in 
every  other  department  of  tlie  General  Government.  At- 
torney Generals  we  have  had  fourteen,  while  the  North  have 
liad  but  five.  Foreign  ministers  we  have  had  eighty-six, 
and  they  but  fifty-four.  While  three  fourths  of  the  busi- 
ness which  demands  diplomatic  agents  abroad  is  clearly 
from  the  tree  States,  from  their  gri'ater  commercial  inter- 
ests, yet  we  have  had  the  principal  embassies,  so  as  to  se- 
cure the  world's  markets  for  our  cotton,  tobacco,  and  sugar 
on  the  best  possible  terms.  We  have  liad  a  vast  inajojiiiy 
of  the  higher  officers  of  both  Army  and  Navy,  while  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  were  drawn  I'roni  the 
North.  Eiiually  ko  of  clerks,  auditors,  and  coiiiptrollcra 
filling  the  executive  department;  tlie  record  shows  for  the 
last  fifiy  years  that  of  three  thousand  thus  employed  we 
have  had  more  Ihantwo  ihlrdsnftiM!  same,  while  we  liavc 
but  one  third  of  the  white  population  of  the  Republic. 
Again,  look  at  another  iteni,  and  one,  bo  assured,  in  which 
we  have  a  great  and  vital  interest.  It  is  that  ol'  revenue, 
or  means  of  supporting  Government.  From  ofheial  docu- 
ments we  learn  that  a  fiactioii  over  three  fourths  of  tlie  rev- 
••nuecollectid  for  tin;  support  of  Government  lias  unil'ormly 
been  raised  from  the  North. 

"  Pause  now  while  you  can,  gentlemen,  and  contemplate 
carefully  and  candidly  these  inipurtaiit  items.  Leaving  (Hit 
of  view  for  the  present  the  couii  I  less  mil  I  ions  of  dollars  you 
must  exp<;ndiii  war  with  the  North,  with  tensof  tlionsaiids 
of  your  sons  and  brothers  slain  in  battle,  and  ofl'ercd  up  as 
Macriliccsiipon  theallar  of  yourainbiiion  ;  and  I'm  what,  we 
ask  again?  Is  it  for  the  overthrow  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, established  by  our  common  ancestry,  ciincnleil  and 
built  up  by  their  sweat  and  blood,  and  founiled  on  tlieliroad 
principles  of  right,  justice,  and  liuiiianity?  And  as  such 
I  iiii^l  declare  liere  as  I  have  often  ((one  before,  and  which 
lias  been  repeatr'd  by  the  gri^atest  and  wisest  of  statesmen 
and  patriots  in  this  and  other  lands, it  is  the  bestaiid  freest 
(Jovernineiit,  the  most  equal  in  lt.-<  rights,  the  most  just  in 
its  (licisioiis,  the  most  lenient  in  its  measures,  and  the  most 
inspiring  in  its  principles  to  elevate  the  race  of  men,  that 
the  sun  of  heaven  ever  shone  upon.  Now,  for  you  to  at- 
tempt to  overthrow  such-a  Government  as  this,  under  which 
we  liave  lived  for  more  than  three  i|uurleis  of^a  century,  in 
which  we  have  gained  onr  weal  Hi,  our  standing  as  anal' ion, 
our  domestic  safely  whih-  the  elr'ineiits  of  peril  ari:  around 
US,  with  peacir  and  tranquillity,  acc"nipaiiied  wiih  un- 
bounded prosperity  and  rights  uiia.ssailcd,  Is  the  height  of 
madness,  folly,  and  wickedness,  to  wliich  I  can  neither 
lend  my  sanction  nor  my  vole." 

If  fiirttier  onnoi-o  CDiicliisive  piooCis  i-equiicd, 
woliuvo  ilovor  llie  .sij^imiuicsof  Williiiiii  L.  Yan- 


cey, P.  A.  RoRl,  nnd  A.  Dmlley  Mann,  in  their 
joint  letter  addressed  lo  the  London  Times: 

"  It  was  from  no  fear  that  the  slave  would  he  liberated 
that  secession  took  place.  The  very  party  in  power  has 
proposed  to  guaranty  slavery  forever  in  the  Slates,  if  the 
South  would  but  remain  in  the  Union.  Mr.  Lincoln's  mes- 
sage proposes  no  freedom  to  the  slave,  but  announces  sub- 
jecticni  of  the  owu|f  to  the  North.  Even  after  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run  both  branches  of  the  Congress  at  Washington 
passed  resolutions  that  the  war  is  only  waged  to  uphold 
that  (pro-slavery)  Constitution  and  to  enforce  the  jaws, 
(many  of  them  pro-slavery,)  and  out  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two  votes  in  the  lower  House  they  received  all  but 
two,  and  in  the  Senate  all  but  one  vote." 

I  will  read  additional  authority.  Senator  Ham- 
mond, of  South  Carolina,  in  aspeech.  made  in  that 
State  October  24,  1858,  said: 

"The  rock  of  Gibraltar  does  not  stand  so  firm  on  its  basft 
as  our  slave  system.  In  this  very  quarter  of  a  century  our 
slaves  have  doubled  In  numbers,  and  each  slave  has  more 
than  doubled  in  value.  The  very  negro  who  as  a  prime 
laborer  would  have  brought. 'JlOO  in  184S,  would  now,  with 
thirty  years  upon  him,  sell  for  §800." 

Mr.  A.  H.  Stephens,  in  a  speech  delivered  by 
him  in  1859,  said: 

"  I  do  not  believe  that  slavery  has  sustained  any  injury 
from  these  agitations.  On  the  contrary  it  had  been  greatly 
strengthened  and  fortified  by  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment." 

And  -we  all  know  the  oft-quoted  expression  of 
Mr.  R.hett,  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  convention 
of  that  State: 

"The  secession  of  South  Carolina  is  not  the  event  of  a 
day.  It  is  not  anything  produced  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  or  by  the 
non-execution  of  the  fugitive  slave  law.  It  Is  a  matter 
which  has  been  gathering  head  for  twenty  years." 

We  must,  therefore,  look  for  the  motives  of  the 
insurrectionists  elsewhere  than  in  their  fears  for 
the  security  of  slavery;  and,  sir,  I  am  greatly 
mistaken  if,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  inquiry,  we 
shall  not  discover  a  design  looking  beyond  the 
dissolution  of  the  Union  and  the  establishment 
of  an  independent  southern  confederacy.  Their 
dissatisfaction  wenWfurther  than  hostility  to  the 
Union;  it  consisted,  in  fact,  in  hostility  to  the  fun- 
damental principlesof  republican  government.  It 
was  a  revoltagainst  popular  institutions — a  repu- 
diation of  democracy.  Tlie  ultimate  result  con- 
templated was  and  is  the  establishment  of  an  oli- 
garchy, if  not  a  monarchy.  Their  present  form 
of  political  oi-ganization  is  a  temporary  expedient 
devised  to  covei  up  the  fundamental  purpose  of  the 
conspirators, and  to  be  used  as  the  deceptive  agency 
by  which  tifey  will  accomplish  the  destruction  of 
the  equal  rights  and  liberties  of  the  southern  peo- 
ple. This  purpose,  at  first  faintly  shadowed 
forth,  is  becoming  every  day  more  and  still  more 
apparent.  It  is  wonderful  that  it  has  not  attract- 
ed more  of  the  public  attention.  It  seems  to  be 
better  understood  and  better  appreciated  abroad 
than  at-home.  It  furnishes  the  explanation  of  the 
sympathy  ;ind  favor  with  which  foreign  monarch- 
ists regard  the  great  rebellion.  They  recognize 
the  true  design  of  it,  and  see  in  its  suoci  ss  not 
only  the  destruction  of  the  unity  of  the  llepublic, 
but  that  it  will  be  a  serious  if  not  fatal  blow 
against  republican  institutions,  here  and  else- 
where, now  and  forever. 

Perhaps  the  public  indifference  in  this  respect 
inay  arise  from  incredulity  as  to  the  reality  of 
such  a  purpose.  It  inay  not,  therefore,  be  amiss 
to  advert  to  some  of  the  evidences  indicating  such 
a  design.  I  need  liardly  remind  Senators  of  the 
arbitrary  provisions  existing  in  the  fundamental 
law  of  many  of  the  southern  States,  such  as  the 
qualifications  of  membei's  of  the  General  Assein- 
bly  of  South  Carolina,  requiring  that  they  should 
own  slaves  and  land,  and  the  apportionment  of 
representation  upon  the  basis  of  property,  a.s  in 
Virginia.  Nor  is  it  necessary  to  do  more  than 
allude  to  the  indisputable  fact  that  free  labor  in 
the  South  is  everywlu;re  esteemed  as  degrading. 
The  tcacliings  of  Mr.  Calhoun  against  ihejws  ma- 
joris  found  a  wide-spread  lodgment  in  the  minds 
of  southern  statesmen.  An  aristocratic  sentiment, 
carefully  and  sedulously  inculcated,  had  become 
everywlierc  prevalent,  especially  in  the  Gulf 
States,  prior  to  their  ordinance  of  secession. 

I  remcmlier  well  with  what  vi^hemeiico  Mr. 
Preston,  of  South  Carolina,  oik;  of  the  comrrvis- 
sioners  .sent  by  those  Slates  to  the  Virginia  con- 
vention in  the  spring  of  18G1,  and  one  of  the  most 
eloquent  men  I  ever  heard,  in  an  address  to  tliat 
body,  foreshadowed  the  aristocratic  designs  of  the 
revolutionisfs;  and  I  remember,  too,  with  what 
sadness  and  dismay  I  saw  the  manifest  favor  with 
which   the   promulgation  of  hia  imperial    utter- 


ances was  received.  Among  them  was  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"In  the  free  States  the  simple,  isolated,  exclusive,  sole 
political  principle  is  a  pure  democracy  of  mere  numbers, 
save  a  scarcely  discernible  modification  by  a  vague  ana 
undefined  form  of  representation.  In  these  States  there 
can  be  no  departure  from  this  principle  in  its  extremest  in- 
tensity. The  admission  of  the  sliglitest  adverse  element 
is  forbidden  by  the  whole  genius  of -the  people  and  their 
institutions.  It  is  as  delicate  in  ita  sensitiveness  as  per- 
sonal right  in  lilngland,  or  slavery  in  Carolina;  it  is  the 
vitalizing  principle,  the  breath  of  the  life  of  northern  so- 
cialism. The  almighty  power  of  numbers  is  the  basis  of 
all  social  agreement  in  the  northern  States.  A  fearful 
illustration  of  this  is  at  this  moment  exhibiting  its  results 
in  the  Government  under  which  you  are  consenting  to  live. 
That  Government  was  'instituted  and  appointed'  to  protect 
and  secure  equally  the  interests  of  the  parts.  By  the  agency 
of  mere  numbers  one  section  has  been  restricted  and  an- 
other expanded  in  territory ;  one  section  has  been  unduly 
and  oppressively  taxed,  and  one  section  has  been  brought 
to  imminent  peril,  and  In  this  hour  the  people  of  the  North 
are  consulting  whether  they  can  subjugate  the  people  of 
the  South  by  the  right  of  numbers. 

"  '  The  government  by  the  people'  is  equally  the  rule  of 
the  South,  but  the  modification  of  the  rule  of  numbers'  is 
so  essential  in  the  slave  States  that  it  cannot  coexist  with 
the  same  (irinciple  in  its  unrestricted  form.  In  the  South 
it  is  controlled,  perhaps  m.ade  absolutely  subject,  by  the 
fact  that  the  recognition  of  a  specific  property  is  essential 
to  the  vitalization  of  the  social  and  political  organisms.  If, 
then,  you  attempt  to  institute  the  rule  of  either  form  into 
the  organism  of  the  other,  you  instantly  destroy  the  sec- 
tion you  invade.  To  pioeiaim  to  the  North  that  numbers 
shall  not  be  absolute  would  be  as  offensive  as  to' proclaim 
the  extinction  of  slavery  in  the  South.  The  element  of 
property  would  neutralize  the  entire  political  systematthe 
North  ;  its  exclusion  would  subvert  the  wliole organism  of 
the  Soutli."  ■ 

He  continued  by  saying: 

"Southern  civilization  cannot  exist  without  slavery. 
None  but  an  equal  race  can  labor  at  the  South.  Destroy 
involuntary  labor,  and  the  Anglo-Saxon  civilization  must 
be  remitted  to  the  latitudes  from  wliieh  it  sprung." 

This  same  convention  appointed  a  coinmittee 
to  report  to  an  adjourned  session  what  amend- 
ments ought  to  be  made  in  the  constitution  of 
Virginia.  The  chainnan  of  this  committee  was 
Mr.  Stuart,  formerly  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
The  report  inade  by  him  recommended  very  fun- 
damental restrictions  upon  the  right  of  suffrage, 
took  from  the  people  the  right  of  electing  most  of 
the  public  officers  whom  they  had  hitherto  chosen, 
and  among  otl^-  enunciations  declared: 

"  Governments  are  instituted  for  the  protection  of  the 
rights  of  person  and  property;  and  any  system  must  be 
radically  defective  which  does  not  give  ample  security  to 
both.  Tlie  great  interests  of  every  community  may  be 
classed  under  the  heads  of  labor  and  capital,  and  it  is  es- 
sential to  the  well-being  of  society  that  the  proper  equi- 
librium should  be  established  between  these  important 
elements.  The  undue  prcdoniinance  of  either  must  event- 
ually prove  destructive  of  the  social  system.  Capital  be- 
longs to  the  l\-\v,  labor  to  the  many.  In  those  systems  iu 
wliich  capit:il  has  the  ascendency,  the  Government  must, 
to  some  extent,  partake  of  the  character  of  oligarchy,  while 
in  those  in  which  labor  i-i  predominant,  the  tendency  is  to 
what  iMr.  John  Randolph  graphically  described  as 'the  des- 
potism of  king  numbers.' 

"In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  no  system  of  gov- 
ernment can  afford  permanent  and  efiectualsecurity  to  life, 
liberty,  and  property  which  rests  on  the  basis  of  unlimited 
suffrage,  and  the  election  of  oOicirs  of  every  department 
oCthe  Government  by  the  direct  vole  of  llie  people." 

"This  tendency  to  a  conflict  between  labor  and  capital 
has  already  manifested  itself  in  mauy  forms,  compara- 
tively harmless,  it  is  true,  but  nevertheless  clearly  indica- 
tive of  a  spirit  of  licentiousness  which  must,  in  the  end, 
ripen  into  agrarianism.  It  may  be  seen  in  the  system  of 
free  schools,  by  which  children  of  the  poor  are  educated 
at  the  expense  of  tlie  rich." 

When  our  fleet  was  menacing  Port  Royal ,  Gov- 
ernor Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  in  his  message 
to  the  Legislature,  made  this  recommendation: 

"  As  far  as  the  northern  States  are  concerned  their  Gov- 
ernment is  hopelessly  gone;  and  if  we  fail,  with  all  our 
conservative  elements  to  save  tis,  then,  indeed,  there  will 
be  no  hope  for  an  independent  and  free  republic  on  this 
continent,  and  the  public  mind  will  despondiiialy  turn  to 
the  stronger  and  more  fixed  forms  of  the  Old  World. 

"  In  this  point  of  view  I  most  respectfully  urge  tliat  you 
increase  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  State  through  all  her 
adininistralive  offices,  and  adhere  firmly  to  all  the  con- 
servative principles  of  our  constitution." 

So  palpable  were  these  manifestations  of  hos- 
tility to  republican  governinent  thiMi  becoming 
that  Governor  Hrown  of  Georgia,  not  then,  I  sup- 
pose, fully  initiated  into  the  secret  purposes  of  the 
leaders  of  the  rebellion,  (if  he  be  yet,  judging  from 
his  late  message,)  indignantly  denounced  them. 
His  language  was  that  some  of  these  mon  desired 
lo  establish 

"  A  strong  central  Government,  probably,  prefering,  It 
they  did  fear  to  risk  an  avowal  of  tlicir  sentiments,  a  lim- 
ited monarchy,  similar  to  tliat  of  Great  Britain,  or  oUier 
form  of  Government  that  will  nccomplisli  the  same  thing 
under  a  difierent  name." 

Not  long  after  wards  the  Raleigh  Standard,  one 
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of  tlie  leading  journals  of  North  Carolina,  thus 
expressed  its  apprehensions: 

"  We  have  for  months  had  fears  that  an  organization  ex- 
isted in  tlic  soutiiern  States,  or  may  be  in  process  of  form- 
ation, to  pull  down  the  fabric  of  the  soutiiern  confederacy, 
to  establish  in  its  stead  a  despotism  or  monarchy."  * 
*  *  »  «  vve  assert  vvliat  we  Isnow  to  be  true,  that 
there  are  destructive  office-holders  In  North  Carolina  who 
ignore  the  confederate  constitution  and  republican  institu- 
tions. They  are  avowedly  in  favor  of  a  military  despotism 
or  king.  They  are  tired  of  freedom  of  speech  and  free 
[iress,  and  lliey  would  to-morrow,  if  they  could,  vote  to 
change  (lie  character  of  our  institutions.  Tliat  these  views 
are  entertained  by  a  large  number  of  the  secession  destruc- 
tive oflice  holders,  both  in  the  army  and  in  civil  life,  we 
have  the  best  of  reasons  for  believing.  These  views  are 
hold  both  l)y  the  destructives  oT  the  old  Whig  school  and 
by  (iery  open-mouthed  States  rights  Democrats." 

Recent  developments  have  established  the  fact 
that  the  rebellion  was  not  the  fortuitous  result  of 
a  sudden  impulse,  but  was  the  deliberate  con- 
summation of  a  lone;  meditated  and  carefully  ma- 
tured plan,  and  that  the  fundamental  purpose  from 
the  beginning  was  to  repudiate  the  principles  of 
democratic  government.  During  tiie  session  of 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  in  1850-51  Mr. 
Perry,  a  member  of  that  body,  rebuked  Mr.  Meni- 
minger,  the  present  secretary  of  the  treasury  of 
the  rebel  government,  in  the  following  significant 
terms: 

"  I  was  very  mucli  surprised, Rlr.  Chairman,  at  the  hon- 
orable member's  speech  from  Charleston  (Colonel  Mem- 
niinger)  who  said  lie  had  rather  South  Carolina  was  at- 
tach(;d  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  as  she  was  pre- 
vious to  tlie  revolutionary  war,  than  to  remain  a  member 
of  .this  Union.  Such  an  expression  neither  becomes  an 
American  nor  a  Carolinian,  and  must  have  been  uttered  in 
the  heat  of  argument  and  declamation,  without  due  con- 
sideration." 

It  seems  the  sober  second  thought  has  not  cured 
that  distinguished  financier  of  his  propensity  for 
oligarchical  forms  of  government. 

The  leading  political  organ  of  the  South,  the 
Democratic  Review,  in  the  January  number,  1850, 
foi'got  its  usual  prudent  reserve,  and  promulged 
its  views  in  explicit  language.     It  saitl: 

"  The  formation  of  the  cotton  States  witli  Cuba  into  a 
great  cotton,  tobacco,  sugar,  and  coffee-producing  Union, 
calling  forth  the  boundless  fertility  of  Cuba,  and  renovating 
the  VVest  India  islands  with  the  labor  of  the  blacks  of  the 
southern  States,  in  those  hands  in  whicli  their  labor  and 
numbers  have  thriven  so  well,  and  tliis  empire  annexed  to 
Britain  by  treaties  of  perfect  reci|irocity,  giving  the  latter 
the  command  of  tlie  eastern  commerce  by  way  of  Nicaragua, 
and  all  the  benefits  of  possession  without  the  responsibil- 
ity of  slave  ownership,  would  be  a  magnificent  exchange 
for  the  useless  province  of  Canada." 

In  August,  1862,  De  Bow's  Review,  true  to  the 
policy  and  principles  of  its  prototype  of  1850,  re- 
iterates the  same  political  dogmas  in  terms  equally 
plain.     This  is  its  language: 

"  A  nation  trammeled  with  a  written  constitution  is  like 
a  man  with  his  liands  manacled.  Its  capacity  for  action 
is  cramped  and  diminislied. 

"The  conlederate  constitution  is  a  mere  tub  thrown 
over  to  the  whale.  No  intelligent  man  wlio  voted  for  it 
deemed  it  would  be  permanent,  but  only  considered  it  a 
temporary  ex|)Cdient,  a  giving  way  ibr  the  time  to  popular 
prejudices,  a  bridge  or  pass- way  between  muhocracy  and 
anarchy  and  conservative  republicanism. 

"  No  people  can  be  well  ruledby  a  Government  of  limited 
powers — by  a  constitutional  Government." 

A  writer  in  the  same  journal,  of  large  influence 
and  reputation,  in  an  elaborate  article,  pul)lislied 
in  1860,  luid  avowed  similar  sentiments  in  the 
following  language: 

"England  has  once  tried  to  dispense  with  nobility,  and 
France  tvvici.',  but  eacli  experiment  was  a  failuie.  In 
America  we  have  the  aristocracy  of  wealth  and  talents,  and 
that  iiristocracy  is  somewhat  hereditary.  The  landed  aris- 
tocracy of  the  South,  who  own  slaves,  approach  somewhat 
to  the  English  nobility.  Tnffe  must  determine  whether  the 
ijuasi-aristocracy  of  the  South  has  sufficient  power,  perma- 
nence, and  privilege  to  give  stability,  durability,  and  good 
order  to  society.  It  is  sufficiently  patriotic  and  conserva- 
tive in  its  I'eelings,  but  we  fear  wants  the  powers,  privi- 
leges, and  prerogatives  that  the  experience  of  all  otiier  coun- 
tries has  shown  to  bo  necessary."  *  *  *  * 
"The  most  perfect  system  of  govermnent  is  to  be  found  in 
armies,  because  in  tliein  there  is  least  of  liberty  and  most 
of  order,  subordination,  and  obedience." 

These  are  not  the  vagrant  ebullitions  of  obscure 
and  frenzied  individuals.  The  principles  thus 
avowed  have  the  sanction,  directly  or  indirectly,  of 
tlie  wLsestaiid  greatest  men  of  the  South.  Among 
others  I  may  refer  to  Judge  Pratt.  He  expatiates 
upon  thosubject  with  all  the  calmness  and  precis- 
ion of  !i  philosopher.     Hear  him: 

"  The  contest  is  not  between  the  North  and  tlie  South  as 
gi'.ographieal  sections,  for  between  two  such  sections  merely 
there  can  he  no  contest;  nor  between  the  people  of  the 
North  and  the  people  of  tin;  Soutli,  for  our  relations  liave 
been  pleasant,  and  on  neutral  groiiiuls  there  is  still  nothing 
to  estrange  us.  We  cat  together,  trade  together,  and  prac- 
tice yet  in  intercourse,  with  great  respect,  the  courtesies  of 
common  life.  But  the  real  contest  h  lietvvecii  the  two  forms 


of  society  which  have  become  established,  the  one  at  the 
North  and  the  other  at  the  South.  Society  is  essentially 
different  from  Government,  as  different  as  is  the  nut  from 
the  burr,  or  ihe-nervous  body  of  the  shell-fish  from  the  bony 
structure  vvhicil  surrounds  it;  and  within  this  Government 
two  societies  had  becomedevelopedasvariant  in  structure 
and  distinct  in  form  as  any  two  beings  in  animated  nature. 
Tlie  one  is  a  society  composed  of  one  race,  the  other  of  two 
races.  The  one  is  bound  together  but  by  the  two  great  so- 
cial relations  of  husband  and  wife  and  parent  and  child; 
tlie  other  by  the  three  relations  of  husbanfl  and  wife  and 
parent  and  child  and  master  and  slave.  Tlie  one  embodies 
in  its  political  structure  the  principle  that  equality  is  the 
riglil  of  man,  the  other  that  it  is  tlie  right  of  equals  only. 
The  one  embodying  the  principle  that  equality  is  the  right 
of  man,  expands  upon  the  horizontal  plane  of  pure  democ- 
racy;  the  other  embodying  the  principle  that  it  is  not  the 
right  of  man  but  of  equals  only,  has  taken  to  itself  the 
rou^ided  form  of  a  social  aristocracy.  In  the  one  there  is 
hireling  labor,  in  the  other  slave  labor  ;  in  the,one,  tliere- 
fore,  in  theory,  atleast,  labor  is  voluntary;  in  the  other  in- 
voluntary. In  the  labor  of  the  one  there  is  the  elective  fran- 
chise, in  the  other  there  is  not;  and  as  labor  is  always  in 
excess  of  direction  in  the  one,  the  power  of  Government  is 
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onifrwith  the  lower  classes  ;  in  the  other  the  upper.  In 
the  one,  therefore,  the  reins  of  Government  come  from  the 
heels,  in  the  other  from  the  head  of  the  society;  in  the  one 
it  is  guided  l)y  the  worst,  in  the  other  by  the  best  intelligence ; 
ii'i  the  one  it  is  from  those  who  have  the  least,  in  the  other 
from  those  who  have  the  greatest  stake  in  tlie  continuance 
of  existing  order." 

Nor  are  these  sentiments  of  dissatisfaction  with 
our  system  of  i-epublican  equality  and  popular 
instLtutions  confined  to  Gluarlerly  Reviews.  They 
fill  the  columns  of  the  metropolitan  daily  papers, 
and  are  thence  transferred  to  the  country  press. 
Even  so  late  as  May  28,  1863,  the  Richmond  Ex- 
aminer, emboldened  by  the  partial  successes  of 
the  confederate  arms,  with  jubilanteagerness  pro- 
claims:   , 

"The  establishment  of  the  confederacy  is  verily  a  dis- 
tinct reaction  against  the  wliole  course  of  the  mistaken  civ- 
ilization of  the  age ;  and  this  is  the  true  reason  why  we 
have  been  left  without  the  sympathy  of  the  nations  until 
we  conquered  that  sympathy  with  the  sharp  edge  of  o4r 
sword. 

"For  'liberty,  equality,  fraternity,'  we  have  deliber- 
ately substituted 'slavery,  subordination,  and  government.' 
Tliose  social  and  political  jiroblems  which  rack  and  torture 
modern  society  we  have  iincLeriaken  to  solve  for  ourselves 
in  our  own  way  and  upon  our  own  principles.  Tliat' among 
equals  equality  is  right;'  among  those  who  are  naturally 
unequal,  equality  is  chaos  ;  that  there  are  slave  races  born 
to  serve,  master  races  born  to  govern.  Sucli  are  the  fun- 
damental principles  whicli  we  inherit  from  the  ancient 
world,  whicli  we  lifted  up  in  the  face  of  a  perverse  genera- 
tion that  has  forgotten  the  wisdom  of  its  fathers.  By  those 
principles  we  live,  and  in  their  defense  we  liave  shown 
ourselves  ready  to  die.  Reverently  we  feel  that  our  con- 
federacy is  a  God-sent  missionary  to  the  nations,  with  great 
truths  to  preach.  We  must  spoak  them  boldly;  and  whoso 
hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear." 

In  perfect  harmotiy  with  all  these  expositions 
of  the  principles  and  purposes  of  the  leaders  of 
the  rebellion,  the  literary  journals  of  the  South 
lend  their  pages  and  pres.ses  to  the  common  on- 
slaught against  popular  liberty.  The  Southern 
Literary  Messenger,  the  leading  literary  periodi- 
cal of  Virginia,  after  adverting  to  the  dangers  of 
the  extretne  democratic  and  popular  tendencies  of 
the  times,  uses  this  language: 

"  It  is  against  this  tendency  that  we  would  warn  our 
young  republic.  Let  us  learn  from  history  that  popular 
principles  are  but  poor  guarantees  of  liberty. 

"  We  would  not  be  understood  as  uniting  in  the  belief  of 
the  impossibility  of  a  successlul  republic,  that  we  cry  out 
for  the  recistablishnient  of  royalty  in  this  free  country,  whose 
noble  sons  daily  attest  their  detestation  of  tyranny  in  all  its 
forms  by  those  terrible  libations  which  it  is  the  habit  of  lib- 
erty to  exact  from  her  votaries.  We  have  no  special  objec- 
tions to  royalty  when  restrained  by  constitutional  barriers. 
The  glorious  career  of  freedom  in  England,  illustrating  for 
centuries  the  beauty  and  truth  office  government,  demon- 
strates tliat  royalty  and  liberty  are  incompatible.  Certainly 
the  condition  of  a  subject  of  the  Czar  of  Russia,  the  most 
absolute  of  monarchs,  is  preferable  to  that  of  that  democratic 
Government  wliich  we  are  nevertheless  assured  is  the 
'  freest  and  best  Government  the  world -ever  saw.'  " 

That  is  a  very  distinct  allusion  to  the  speech  of 
the  vice  president  of  the  southern  confederacy. 

Again,  tracing  the  genealogy  of  the  races  of  this 
country,  the  Puritan  and  the  Cavalier,  the  writer 
closes  his  argument  in  this  language: 

"  Who  will  insist  that  the  Saxonized  mawworms,  creep- 
ing from  the  Mayflower  on  to  the  cold,  forbidding  crags  of 
the  North,  have  any  right  to  kinship  with  the  whole-souled 
Norman  British  planters  of  a  gallant  race,  on  a  welcoming 
sunny  soil .''" 

Sir,  the  conspirators  who  devised  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  confederate  States  are  entitled  to  more 
credit  for  sagacity  than  we  arc  accustomed  to 
vouchsafe  to  them.  They  are  not  obnoxious  to 
the  reproaches  whicli  are  so  often  cast  upon  them 
for  the  want  of  foresight  in  the  construction  of 
tlieir  system  of  confederate  government.  Their 
wisdoin  is  to  be  measured  by  their  motives;  and 
when  we  apprehend  the  truth  that  the  ultimate 
object  of  the  rebel  leaders  was  the  establishment 


of  an  oligarchy,  ora  monarchy,  we  shall  be  able  to 
understand  the  policy  of  their  fundamental  law, 
which  contains  within  itself  the  irrepressible  ele- 
ments of  its  own  destruction.  Their  object  was 
to  superinduce  its  overthrew,  and  to  coerce  their 
people  to  adopt  some  form  of  despotic  govern- 
ment as  a  refuge  from,  the  greater  evils  of  the  dis- 
order and  anarchy  which  they  I^ve  foreordained 
shall  inevitably  overtake  them.^n  the  language 
just  quoted  from  their  review,  their  constitution 
was  "a  tub  thrown  over  to  the  whale."  They 
intended  to  compel  the  repudiation  of  "  a  Gov- 
ernment of  limited  powers." 

Do  we  not  therefore,  Mr.  President,  find  in  this 
juster  appreciation  of  the  purposes  of  the  rebel- 
lion, and  in  this  justerapprehension  of  the  conse- 
quences of  its  success,  enhanced  motives  for  resist- 
ance to  it.'  For,  if  thus  far  in  the  history  of  the  na- 
tion the  policy  of  opposing  the  intervention  of  for- 
eign Powers  in  the  aflfairs  of  this  hemisphere  haa 
been  wise,  if  the  existing  efforts  of  France  to  es- 
tablish an  imperial  dynasty  in  a  distant  and  dif- 
ferent part  of  the  continent  be  just  cause  of  ap- 
prehension and  animadversion,  what  shaM  be  said 
of  the  danger  to  our  free  institutions  in  the  loyal 
States  if  a  part  of  our  own  people,  on  a  part  of 
our  own  soil,  shall  socceed  in  erecting  a  system 
of  anti-republican  government  so  near  that  the 
shadow  of  its  throne  will  darken  the  portals  of 
our  Capitol  ? 

Mr.  JPresident,my  relation  to  some  of  the  ques- 
tions involving  the  merits  of  slavery  as  an  insti- 
tution, especially  in  my  own  State,  has  subjected 
me  to  the  severe  animadversion  of  both  friends  and 
foes.  But  the  people  whom  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  have,  I  thank  God,  vindicated  me  with 
a  unanimity  hardly  ever  paralleled.  They  have 
made  West  Virginia  a  free  State  by  a  vote  of 
28,743  to  572.  Sir,  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge 
a  change,  not  of  opinion  as  to  the  character  and 
merits  of  slavery  in  the  abstract,  (for  in  that  re- 
spect I  entertain  the  same  opinions  now  that  I 
have  always  done,)  but  of  my  sympathies  for  sla- 
very. There  was  a  time  when  it  had  my  sym- 
pathies. Once  1  was  ready  to  resent  the  obloquy 
cast  upon  it  and  to  resist  the  threatened  encroach- 
ments on  the  slaveholder's  rights.  But  now,  sir, 
when  from  the  lips  of  the  second  ofiicer  of  this  in- 
surrectionary government  I  am  assured  that  no 
southern  man  "  can  name  one  governmental  act  of 
wrong  done  by  the  Government  of  Washington 
of  which  the  South  has  a  right  to  complain;"  and 
when,  notwithstanding  this,  1  look  abroad  upon 
the  desolated  fields,  the  sacked  cities  and  villages, 
the  Scenes  of  blood  and  carnage,  and  the  widow- 
hood and  orphanage  with  which  the  land  is  filled, 
all,  all  of  which  have  been  brought  upon  the  coun- 
try in  order  that  a  new  government  shall  be  erected 
upon  the  ruins  of  the  Republic,  having  for  its 
chief  corner-stone  the  institution  of  slavery  and 
discardingthe  principlesof republican  institutions, 
my  sympathies  for  slavery  are  supplanted  by  the 
higher  obligations  of  duty  to  resist  by  all  lawful 
means  a  proposition  so  monstrous  atnd  humilia- 
ting. Whatever  the  slaveholder  is  entitled  to  by 
the  laws  and  the  Constitution,  that  1  will  give  him 
— nothing  more.  I  will  invade  none  of  his  legal 
rights.  These  must  be  sacredly  regarded.  I  will 
infringe  none  of  his  constitutional  guarantees.  I 
will  give  "  the  devil  his  due."  But  if  the  force 
of  naked  law  cannot  preserve  slavery,  then,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  it  must  fall.  I  will  give  it  no 
aid  in  word  or  will,  in  deed  or  thought,  beyond 
what  the  strict  obligations  of  law  will  compel  me 
to  give  to  it.  As  for  me,  henceforth  and  forever 
it  must  stand,  if  it  can  stand,  by  the  vigor  of  its 
own  inherent  strength  and  the  support  of  the  legal 
guarantees  that  surround  it.  If  this  be  abolition- 
ism, then  I  am  an  abolitionist. 

And,  sir,  when  its  apologists  and  defenders, 
not  satisfied  with  the  legal  securities  upon  which 
alone  it  has  a  right  to  rely,  abandon  the  only  ten- 
able grounds  which  can  be  consistently  urged  for 
its  existence  in  this  nineteenth  century  of  the 
Christian  era,  and  challenge  for  it  the  approba- 
tion of  mankind  as  an  institution  essential  to  the 
liberty  of  the  white  race  and  to  any  high  degree 
of  civilization  and  social  and  intellectual  refine- 
ment, I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  allow  the  challenge 
to  pass  without  question  or  rebuke.  Mark  you, 
Mr.  President,  with  what  superciliousness  and 
with  what  terms  of  contempt  this  challetige  is 
sometimes  made!  I  read,  sir,  from  a  leading  organ 
of  southern  sentiment,  the  Riciimond  Whig,  of 
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June  14, 18G1;  and  the  extract  is  qniio  exemplary 
of  the  general  tone  ofsoutliern  journalism: 

"This  vast  region,  iiiliabiled  by  a  people  wlin  are  bred 
from  cbildliDod  lo  biirseiiiaii,<liip  and  ilic  i^e  of  arms,  and 
wlio  l^now  vvliai  liberty  i>,  and  love  and  adore  it,  is  por- 
tioned out  for  subjugation  bv  the  disgusiini;  Yankee  race, 
wlio  don't  liiiow  liow  to  load  a  gun,  and  look  contemptible 
on  borsebaek.  That  they  ma.rbe  drilled  into  respectable 
military  macliineafc'  the  Virginian" — 

This  was  in  the  days  of  General  Scott — 
"who  commands  them  is  likely  enougli ;  but  without  dis- 
jointing llie  eternal  fitness  of  tilings  and  dislocating  the  or- 
der of  nature,  that  they  should  become  capable  of  empire 
Is  simply  absurd.  Grant  that  mere  force  should  enable 
tlieui  to  overrun  the  land  like  a  cloud  of  eastern  locusts, 
their  rcicn  would  pass  with  themselves.  They  possess  not 
one  quafity  that  fits  them  for  conmiand.  Since  llieir  be- 
ftinning  as  a  nation,  and  out  ofall  their  seething  population, 
they  liave  never  yet  produced  a  general  or  a  statesman. 
That  is  an  effort  beyond  their  ability.  But  for  organizing 
hotels,  workingmacliinery,  andotherbase  mechanical  con- 
trivances, they  are  without  equals  in  the  world.  And  llie 
very  law  of  nature  which  invests  them  with  excellence  in 
those  inferior  deparlments  of  liumanity  condemns  them  to 
inferiority  in  tliose  of  a  nobler  and  more  exalted  station." 

Sir,  when  tlie  assumed  superiority  of  the  slave- 
holding  States,  which  these  extracts  imply,  is  at- 
tributed to  the  existence  of  slavery,  it  certainly 
will  be  neither  imjiertinent  nor  unprofitable  toin- 
quire  into  the  truth  of  the  allegation. 

Sir,  I  would  not  detract  a  jot  or  tittle  from  the 
true  excellences  of  southern  character  or  from 
the  just  fame  of  the  immortal  names  which  adorn 
the  Iristory  of  the  southern  States.  I  am,  as  an 
American  citizen,  proud  of  them  all.  They  are 
a  part  of  the  rich  heritage  of  our  common  coun- 
try. But,  sir,  when  slavery  is  assigned  as  the 
Bource  of  this  greatness,  and  is  thus  made  to  in- 
voke our  homage  and  a|)probalion  as  a  political 
and  social  blessing,  I  must  enter  my  emphatic 
demurrer.  Sir,  in  what  element  or  department 
of  moral,  political,  or  intellectual  excellence  have 
the  slave  States  exhibited  any  superiority  over 
the  free  Slates.'  Wiiere  is  the  illustration  of  the 
inimitable  excellence  of  the  influence  of  slavery 
upon  individuals  or  upon  society.'  It  appears  to 
me  that  there  is  somethiiigof  temerity,  not  to  say 
of  judicial  blindness,  in  these  defiant  boasts  of  the 
advocates  of  slavery.  But  as  the  appeal  is  made 
to  facts,  let  facts  settle  the  controversy. 

Now,  sir,  the  best  system  of  political  economy 
is  one  of  the  highest  problems  addressed  to  the 
mind  of  the  statesman.  Taking  actual  results  as 
the  surest  test  of  wisdom  here,  what  do  they  teach 
us.'  I  shall  not  weary  the  Senate  with  details. 
I  only  ask  you  to  contrast  the  slave  States  with 
the  free  States;  slave  labor  with  free  labor.  When 
you  do  so  every  constituent  of  national  pre»per- 
ity  and  power;  every  element  of  progress  and  de- 
velopment; increase  of  population;  increase  of 
wealth,  education,  agriculture,  commerce,  manu- 
factures, the  sciences,  the  arts,  ay,  the  fine  arts  too, 
all,  all  attest  beyond  the  reach  of  the  caviler,  tlie 
superiority  of  free  labor  over  slave  labor.  The 
census  is  a  standing  refutation  of  the  economical 
claims  of  slavery.  Nor  will  it  avail  anything  to 
attribute  these  advantages  to  soil,  or  climate,  or 
geographical  position,  for  in  all  these  respects  no 
section  of  the  earth  is  to  be  compared  with  the 
southern  States.  But  then  we  shall  be  told  that 
these  are  mere  physical  achievements  resulting 
from  the  peculiar  adaptability  of  the  "  Yankee 
race"  to  mechanical  and  menial  pursuits.  It  is 
in  the  higher  fields  of  intellectual  culture  and  re- 
finement where  the  peculiar  and  beneficent  influ- 
ences of  slavery  are  to  besought  forand  realized. 
Well,  sir,  let  us  survey  some  of  these  exalted 
fields.  Is  jurisprudence  oncof  them.'  And  was 
not  Marsiiiill  a  southern  man  .'  He  was.  But  did 
slavery  make  liim  a  jurist?  Let  his  own  estimation 
of  the  institution  answer  thi!  question,  in  183.5, 
in  an  interview  with  JMiss  Il.ariet  Martineau,  he 
said: 

"  lie  had  seen  Virginia  the  leading  State  for  half  his  life ; 
he  had  seen  her  become  the  second  and  sink  to  the  fifth. 
Worse  than  this,  there  w;is  no  arresting  her  decline  If  her 
citizens  did  not  put  an  end  to  slavery." 

Besides,  if  Virginia  had  a  Marshiill,  New  York 
had  a  Kent,  and  JVInsstif.husetts  a  Story. 

Then,  nir,  there  i.'j  the  field  of  hi.-Jtory,  whicii 
I  suppiisr  might  not  bo  beneath  the  amljition  of 
the  higher  civilization  of  slavery.  And  yet  what 
ttlave  Stale  han  [iroduced  a  Hancroft.'  Whnlage 
or  nation  has  furnished  another  Prescott  ?  in  the 
department  of  gen(!ral  literature,  what  country 
would  not  be  proud  to  claim  the  nativity  of  Ir- 
ving.' Arid  in  |ioetry,  where  in  (he .southern  pur- 
nllcl  of  Longfellow.' 


Two  or  three  nations  have  claimed  the  honor 
which  undoubtedly  belongs  to  Fulton.  Shall  his 
genius,  which  has  revolutionized  the  economy  of 
all  civilized  nations,  and  now  contr.ols  their  des- 
tinies in  an  emincntdcgree,  be  sneered  atas  inerely 
mechanical,  and  therefore  base  and  degrading.' 
Upon  the  same  pi'inciple  the  social  position  of 
Morse  must  be  assigned  to  a  servile  rank.  But 
one  thing  is*  certain,  their  nativity  belongs  to  the 
North.  Sir,  if  "  cotton  is  king,"  he  was  a  sov- 
ereign without  dignity  or  dominion  until  the  ge- 
nius of  Whitney  placed  a  sce'pterin  its  hand  in 
the  form  of  the  cotton-gin. 

Still  advancing*in  the  contrast,  what  sliall  be 
said  respecting  the  eloquence  of  the  two  sectidns.' 
Will  slavery  point  to  Henry  as  without  a  paral- 
lel .'  Sir,  I  shall  not  pause  to  perform  the  ungrate- 
ful and  invidious  task  of  seeking  for  his  compeer. 
But  in  our  reverence  for  his  memory  let  us  not 
forget  the  lessons  he  taught  when  he  said^n  a 
letter  to  R.  Pleasants: 

"The  time  will  come  when  an  opportunity  will  be  of- 
fered to  abolish  this  lamentable  evil.  (  shall  honor  the 
(iuakers  for  their  noble  efforts  to  abolish  slavery." 

Are  instances  of  excellence  in  this  department 
to  be  multiplied  upon  us.'  Does  the  name  of  Clay 
challenge  comparison.'  Sir,  he  never  had  a  more 
ardent  admirer  than  myself,  both  for  his  eloquence 
and  his  manhood.  But  although  he  was  born  in 
the  South  and  lived  and  died  in  the  South,  yet  he 
"  knew  no  North,  no  South."  And  the  thrilling 
echoes  of  his  voice  have  hardly  yet  died  away 
among  the  Halls  of  this  Capitol,  where  he  ex- 
claimed: 

"  So  long  as  God  allows  the  vital  current  to  flow  through 
my  veins,  I  will  never,  never,  never,  by  word  or  thought, 
by  mind  or  will,  aid  in  admitting  one  rood  of  free  territory 
to  the  everlasting  curse  of  human  bondage." 

Sir,  I  cannot  forbear  to  read  an  extract  from  a 
speech  of  Mr.  Benton  referring  to  this  grandpas- 
sage  in  Mr.  Clay's  life.  It  was  delivered  by  him 
in  St.  Louis  in  1856.     He  said: 

"  It  was  a  great  and  proud  day  for  Air.  Clay,  toward  the 
latter  days  of  his  life,  and  if  an  artist  could  have  been  there 
to  catch  his  expression  as  he  uttered  that  sentiment,  witli 
its  reflex  on  his  face,  and  his  countenance  beaming  with 
firmness  of  purpose,  it  would  have  been  a  glorious  moment 
in  which  to  transmit  him  to  posterity — his  countenance  all 
alive  and  luminous  with  the  ideas  that  heat  in  his  bosom  ; 
that  was  a  proud  day.  I  could  have  wished  that  I  had 
spoken  the  same  words.  I  speak  them  now,  telling  you 
tlK^y  were  his,  and  adopting  them  as  my  own." 

But  it  seems  that  statesmen  arc  the  special  re- 
sults of  the  influences  of  slavery.  And  who  are 
the  eminent  men  to  be  adduced  as  the  apposite 
illustr.iildiis  of  this  assumption.'  The  memory 
instinctively  recalls  the  names  of  Madison  and 
Jefferson.  I  ask,  does  the  name  of  Hamilton  suf- 
fer by  a  comparison  with  them  .'  I  may  enlarge 
the  scope  of  inquiry  and  challenge  the  world  to 
produce  another  E'ranklin. 

"Eripuit  coelo  fulmen,  sceptrumque  tyrannis." 

But,  sir,  what  was  the  opinion  of  Jefferson  and 
Madison,  those  illustrious,  if  not  incomparable 
statesmen,  respecting  the  institution  of  slavery.' 
The  former,  in  a  letter  written  in  1814  to  Edward 
Coles,  Esq.,  said: 

"The  hour  of  emancipation  is  advancing  in  the  march 
of  time.  -  It  shall  have  all  my  prayers,  and  these  are  the 
only  weapons  of  an  old  man.  It  is  an  encouraging  obser- 
vation that  no  good  measure  was  ever  proposed  which,  if 
duly  pursued,  failed  in  the  end." 

I  have  heard  that  sentiment  of  Mr.  Jefierson 
stigmatized  as  the  result  of  his  dotage;  but  I  will 
quote  now  from  his  Notes  on  Virginia,  written 
when  he  was  quite  a  young  man,  in  which  he  said: 
"  Indeed  I  treiiThlc  for  my  country  when  I  reflect  that  God 
is  just,  and  that  Ills  juslice  cannot  sleep  forever.  Doubt- 
less a  God  of  justice  will  awake  to  their  [the  slaves]  dis- 
tress, and  bydltrusing  a  light  and  liberality  ;imong  their  op- 
pressors, or  at  length,  by  His  exterminating  thunder,  mani- 
fest His  attention  lo  the  things  of  this  world,  and  that  they 
are  not  left  to  the  guidance  of  blind  fatality." 

Mr.  Madison  declared  in  the  Federal  Conven- 
tion that  he  "thought  it  wrong  to  admit  in  the 
Constitution  the  idea  that  there  could  be  property 
in  man."     (3  Madison  Papers,  1429.) 

In  the  debate  in  Congress  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Abolition  Society,  in  1790,  drawn 
up  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  in  ftvor  of 'W/tc  resto- 
ration to  liberty  of  those  uniiappy  men  who, in  tliis 
land  of  freedom,  arc  ilcgxadcd  into  perpetual  bond- 
age," Air.  Madison  said: 

"The  dictates  of  humanity,  the  principles  of  the  jieople, 
the  national  safety  and  happines.'J,  and  prudent  policy,  re- 
quire It  of  us.  Tiie  ConstUulion  has  particularly  called  our 
nttention  to  it." 

And,. sir,  that  other  name  wliicii  is  incoiripa- 


rable — a  name  belonging  not  to  the  North  or  the 
South,  nor  to  one  clime  or  age,  but  to  all  climes 
and  to  all  ages  to  come,  and  to  nil  races  of  man- 
kind— Washington,  shall  we  forgctthat  he  wrote 
to  R.  Pleasants  as  follows: 

"There  is  not  a  man  living  that  wishes  more  sincerely 
than  I  do  to  see  a  plan  adopted  for  the  abolition  of  slavery ; 
but  there  is  only  one  proper  and  efiectnal  mode  by  which  it 
can  be  accomplished,  and  that  is  by  legislative  authority, 
and  tills,  so  far  as  my  suffrage  will  go,  shall  not  be  want- 
ing." 
Again,  to  Sir  John  St.  Clair,  he  wrote: 
"I  never  mean,  unless  some  particular  circumstance 
should  compel  me  to  it,  to  possess  another  slave  by  pur- 
chase, it  being  among  my  first  wishes  to  see  some  plan 
adopted  by  which  slavery  in  this  country  may  be  abolished 
by  law." 

Sir,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  nearly  all  of  the 
illustrious  men  of  the  slaveholding  States  who  aro 
so  constantly  and  boastfully  held  up  to  our  ad- 
miration as  examples  of  the  elevating  influences 
of  southern  institutions  have  left  the  most  un- 
equivocal testimony  of  their  disapprobation  of 
slavery.  Is  it  not  so,  sir.'  Even  at  the  risk  of 
trespassing  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate,  I  pro- 
pose to  prove  it  to  be  so.  And  the  Senate,  I  trust, 
will  the  more  readily  indulge  me  since  I  have  been 
and  still  am  wantonly  assailed  as  having  forsaken 
the  old  paths  of  my  fathers  and  begun  to  follow 
strange  gods,  even  the  false  gods  of  northern  fa- 
naticism. Sir,  i  deny  the  imputation.  I  am  stand- 
ing to-day  where  my  fathers  stood,  a  humble  dis- 
ciple of  the  political  doctrines  which  they  taught. 
If  other  evidence  than  that  which  I  have  already 
given  be  required  to  prove  this  assertion,  1  am 
ready  to  produce  it.  Sir, -I  have  long  suffered  in 
silence  the  taunting  cry  that  I  am  guilty  of  polit- 
ical infidelity,  that  I  amuntrue  to  my  section,  that 
I  have  been  false  to  the  interests  of  those  I  have 
represented,  and  am  wandering  after  an  ignis 
fatuus  engendered  in  the  hot-bed  of  modern  abo- 
litionism.    Sir,  what  are  the  facts  .' 

Before  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  while 
Virginia  was  yet  a  colony ,  the  House  of  Burgesses 
declared: 

"  The  abolition  of  domestic  slavery  is  the  great  object  of 
desire  in  these  colonies,  where  it  was  unhappily  intro- 
duced in  their  infant  state.  But  previous  to  the  enfran- 
chisement of  the  slaves  we  have,  it  is  necessary  to  exclude 
all  further  importations  from  Africa.  Yet  our  repeated  ef- 
forts to  eflect  this,  by  prohibiting  and  by  imposing  duties 
which  might  amount  to  prohibition,  have  been  hitherto  de- 
feated by  his  Majesty's  negative,  thus  preferring  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  few  British  corsairs  to  the  lasting  interests  of 
the  American  States,  and  to  the  rights  of  human  nature 
deeply  wounded  by  this  infamous  practice." 

George  Mason,  the  author  of  the  bill  of  rights 
of  Virginia,  and  one  of  her  most  eminent  early 
statesinen,  has  left  this  record  of  his  opinion  of 
slavery: 

"  Slavery  discourages  arts  and  manufactures.  The  poor 
despise  labor  when  performed  by  slaves.  They  prevent  the 
immigration  of  whites,  who  really  enrich  and  strengthen  a 
country.  They  produce  the  most  pernicious  eflects  on 
manners.  Every  master  of  slaves  is  born  a  petty  tyrant. 
They bringthejudgmciitof Heaven  on  acountry.  Byanin- 
evitable  chairi  of  causes  and  effects.  Providence  punishes 
national  sins  by  national  calamities." 

President  Monroe,  in  the  constitutional  conven- 
tion of  Virginia  in  1839-30,  used  this  language: 

"  We  have  found  that  this  evil  has  preyc'd  upon  the  very 
vitals  of  the  Union.  It  has  been  prejudicial  to  all  the  Stales 
in  which  it  has  existed." 

Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  a  member  of  the  sattie 
body,  and  a  very  distinguished  man  too,  in  dis- 
cussing the  matter  used,  this  language: 

"X  wish,  indeed,  that  I  had  been  born  in  a  land  where 
domestic  and  negro  slavery  is  unknown.  I  wish  that  Provi- 
dence had  spared  my  country  this  moral  and  political  evil. 
It  is  supposed  that  our  slave  labor  enables  us  to  live  in 
luxury  and  case,  without  industry,  without  care.  Sir,  the 
evil  of  slavery  is  greater  to  the  master  than  to  the  slave." 

In  the  convention  of  Virginia  which  adojiled  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Patrick  Henry 
took  the  ground  that  if  the  General  Government 
was  clothed  with  power  "  lo  provide  for  the  gen- 
eral defense,"  it  would  have  authority  "to  pro- 
nounce all  slaves  free."  In  reply,  Governor  Ran- 
dolph said: 

"  I  hope  there  Is  none  here  who,  considering  the  subject 
In  the  calm  light  of  philosophy,  will  advance  an  objection 
so  dishonorable  to  Virginia;  that  at  the  moment  they  aro 
securing  the  rights  of  their  citizens,  an  objection  will  not 
i)e  started  that  these  unfortunate  men  now  held  in  bondage 
by  the  operation  oflhe  General  Government  may  be  made 
free." 

Nor  were  .such  opinions  peculiar  to  Virginia. 
They  were  sntertained  by  the  leading  men  of  the 
entire  South.  William  Pinkney,  in  the  Maryland 
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House  of  Delegates,  in  1789,  made  this  declara- 
tion : 

"Never  will  our  country  be  productive,  never  will  4.ts 
agriculture,  its  commerce,  or  its  manufactures  flourish,  so 
long  as  they  depend  on  reluctant  bondmen  for  their  prog- 
ress. '  Even  the  earth,'  says  Montesquieu,  '  which  teems 
with  profusion  under  the  cultivating  hand  of  the  free  la- 
borer, shrinks  into  barrenness  from  the  contaminating 
sweat  of  the  slave.'  Tliis  sentiment  is  not  more  figura- 
tively beautiful  than  substantially  just." 

Luther  Martin,  in  a  speech  before  theLegisIa- 
ture  of  Maryland  on  his  return  from  the  Federal 
Convention,  thus  expressed  himself: 

"  Slavery  is  inconsistent  with  the  genius  of  republlcan- 
ism,-and  has  a  tendency  to  destroy  those  principles  on  which 
it  is  supported,  as  it  lessens  the  sense  of  the  equal  rights  of 
mankind  and  habituates  us  to  tyranny  and  oppression." 

Judge  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  in  a  speech 
before  the  literary  societies  of  that  State,  said: 

"  Disguise  the  truth  as  we  may,  and  throw  the  blame 
where  we  will,  it  is  slavery  which,  more  than  any  other 
cause,  keeps  us  back  in  the  careerof  improvement.  It  sti- 
fles industry,  and  oppresses  enterprise;  it  is  fatal  to  econ- 
omy and  providence;  it  discourages  skill,  impairs  our 
strength  as  a  community,  and  poisons  morals  at  the  fount- 
ain head." 

Even  South  Carolina  has  furnished  illustrious 
witnesses  to  the  pernicious  effects  of  slavery. 
Governor  Hammond  used  this  language  in  re- 
gard to  the  effectsof  slavery  upon  the  white  pop- 
ulation: 

"  They  obtain  a  precarious  subsistence  by  occasional  jobs, 
by  hunting,  by  fishing,  by  plundering  fields  or  folds,  and  too 
often  by,  what  is  in  its  effects  far  worse,  trading  witti  slaves, 
and  inducing  them  to  plunder  for  their  benefit." 

Mr.  William  Geary,  of  the  same  State,  another 
^distinguished  gentleman,  said: 

"  A  mjn  who  is  an  observer  of  things  could  hardly  pass 
through  our  country  without  being  struck  with  the  fact  that 
all  the  capital,  enterprise,  and  intelligence  are  employed  in 
directing  slave  labor;  and  the  consequence  is  that  a  large 
portion  of  our  poor  white  people  are  wholly  neglected,  and 
are  suffered  to  while  away  an  existence  in  a  state  but  one 
step  171  admnice  of  the  Indian  of  the  forest.  It  is  an  evil  of 
vast  magnitude,  and  nothing  but  a  change  in  public  senti- 
ment will  effect  its  cure." 

Mr.  Farren,  another  southern  man,  said: 

"In  the  more  southern  portion  of  this  region,  the  non- 
slaveholders  possess,  generally,  but  very  small  means,  and 
the  land  which  they  possess  is  almost  universally  poor,  and 
so  sterile  that  a  scanty  subsistence  is  all  tliat  can  be  derived 
from  its  cultivation ;  and  the  more  fertile  soil  being  in  the 
possession  of  the  slaveholder,  must  forever  remain  out  of 
the  possession  of  those  who  have  none." 

Mr.  Jefferson  when  he  died  desired  that  there 
should  be  two  inscriptions  on  his  tombstone;  one 
of  them  was,  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  bill 
for  religious  liberty  in  Virginia,  and  the  other,  of 
the  bill  abolishing  the  rights  of  primogeniture. 
Sir,  the  proper  effects  of  the  latter  bill  can  never 
be  felt  and  enjoyed  in  the  slave  States  until  sla- 
very is  abolished.  Until  then  the  poor  white  man 
will  always  be  kept  in  subjection;  the  land  and 
capital  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  slaveholders. 

Henry  Laurens,  of  South  Carolina,  wrote  to 
his  son,  in  1776,  "You  know,  my  dear  son,  I 
abhor  slavery." 

Sir,  when  a  northern  man  of  distinction,  in- 
fluenced by  his  amiable  feelings  of  compromise, 
madesomcwhatof  an  apology  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
gress for  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  South, 
Mr.  Jolln  Randolph  rose  in  his  place,  and  said: 
■"I  envy  neither  the  head  nor  the  heart  of  that  man  from 
the  North  who  rises  here  to  defend  slavery  upon  principle." 

The  delegates  to  the  General  Congress  assem- 
bled in  1774,  two  ycar.s  before  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  ordained  and  subscribed  certain 
articles  of  association.  The  second  article  was 
as  follows: 

"2.  That  we  will  neither- import  nor  purchase  any  slave 
after  the  1st  day  of  December  next,  alter  which  we  will 
wholly  discontinue^he  slave  trade,  and  will  neither  be 
conc(;rnc(f  in  it  ourselves,  nor  will  we  hire  our  vessels,  nor 
Bell  our  OTinmodiiies  or  manufactures  to  those  who  are 
concerned  in  it." 

These  articles  were  signed  by  the  southern  del- 
egates as  follows: 

"Maryland:  Matthew  Tilghman,  Thomas  Johnson,  jr., 
VVilliani  I'aca,  and  Samuel  Chase. 

"Virginia:  Hi<:liar(l  Henry  Lee,  George  Washington, 
Patrick  Henry,  jr.,  Hiehard  liland,  Benjamin  Harrison, 
and  K(huuud  I'endleton. 
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"North  Carolina:  William  Hooper,  Joseph  Hawes,  and 
Richard  Caswell. 

"South  Carolina:  Henry  Middleton,  Thomas  Lynch, 
Christopher  Gadsden,  John  Rutledge,  and  Edward  Rut- 
ledge." 

Sir,  I  will  not  trespass  further  on  the  time  and 
patience  of  the  Senate  by  the  citation  of  other 
evidences  of  the  anti-slavery  sentiments  of  the  ^ 
fathers  of  the  Ref^ublic.  You  will  observe  that 
I  iiave  confined  myself  to  southern  authorities.  I 
have  not  referred  to  the  opinion  of  a  man  north 
of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line.  These  are  the  ex- 
pressed opinions  of  the  founders  of  our  Govern- 
ment. At  their  feet  and  around  the  altars  con- 
secrated by  their  virtue  and  wisdom,  I  learned 
the  lessons  of  the  political  faith  for  which  I  have 
been  arraigned;  and  for  the  profession  of  and  ad- 
herence to  these  principles  of  Washington  and 
Madison,  Marshall  and  Mason,  am  1  assailed 
as  a  political  reprobate.  Sir,  I  might  well  retort 
upon  my  accusers.  They  are  the  real  apostates. 
It  is  they  who  are  the  innovators  and  renegades 
from  the  early  principles  and  policy  of  the  South , 
as  enunciated  and  maintained  by  the  leading  men 
of  the  South.  But,  sir,  it  is  said  we  have  re- 
ceived new  light  on  the  subject.  It  has  been 
recently  ascertained  that  slavery  is  a  divine  "in- 
stitution. Holy  men,  it  is  said,  in  holy  orders, 
pronounce  their  blessing  upon  the  Heaven- 
ordained  institution.  But,  sir,  it  will  be  hard,  I 
think,  to  find  anywhere  in  the  Bible  a  warranty 
filjr  African  slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  United 
States;  and  I  can  but  believe  with  Mr.  Madison, 
who  said  in  1835  that  "  the  clergy  perverted  the 
Bibl?,  because  it  is  altogether  against  slavery." 
I  will  say  nothing  of  those  occasional  barbari- 
ties which  are  inseparably  incident  to  the  relation 
of  master  and  slave.  Instances  of  cruelty  occur, 
beyond  question,  which  are  shocking  to  human- 
ity. But  like  instances  of  cruelty  and  barbarism 
are  constantly  occurring  among  the  free  popula- 
tion of  the  North,  in  every  department  of  society. 
Such  exceptional  cases  afford  no  fair  criterion  of 
the  general  character  of  the  society  where  they 
happen.  Sir,  I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testirnony 
to  the  humanity  and  kindness  with  which  a  very 
large  proportion  of  southern  masters'  treat  their 
slaves.  And  I  doubt  now,  'as  I  have  always 
doubted,  whether  the  effect  of  immediate  univer- 
sal emancipation  will  t)ot  be  to  greatly  diminish 
the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  slave  for  the 
present  if  not  for  many  generations.  I  had  hoped 
heretofore  to  see  some  plan  of  gradual  emancipa- 
tion adopted  by  the  States,  preceded  and  accom- 
panied by  some  process  of  moral  and  intellectual 
culture  which  should  prepare  and  qualify  the 
poor,  miserable,  and  ignorant  slave  for  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  his  new  position.  I  fear, 
however,  that  the  logic  of  events  and  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  country  do  seem  to  indicate  that  such 
delay  is  now  impolitic  if  not  impossible.  The 
condition  of  our  own  race  is  too  critical  to  be  em- 
barrassed byniuch  attention  to  the  welfare  of  any 
other.  But,  sir,  that  is  not  the  question  I  was 
discussing.  I  was  inquiring  if  slavery  had,  as  its 
friends  say  it  has,  the  divine  sanction.  ■  And,  sir, 
while  I  shall  not  stop  to  controvert  the  assump- 
tion that  negroes  are  of  an  inferior  race,  yet  I  do 
say  they  are  human  beings,  that  they  are  bone  of 
our  bone  and  flesh  of  our  flesh.  That  fact  has 
the  divine  sanction  beyond  all  caviling.  The 
Bible  teaches  the  unity  of  the  humaii  race.  And 
further,  slaves,  negroes,  have  souls  to  save.  They 
are  the  purchase  of  the  Redeemer's  blood — of 
Him  who,  by  the  grace  of  God,  tasted  death  for 
every  man.  That  is  another  fact  verified  by  the 
Bible  and  having  the  divine  sanction.  We  and 
the  slave  are  children  of  the  same  heavenly  Father, 
equally  dependent  on  Him,  and  equally  helpless 
in  His  sight;  endowed  with  the  same  natural  af- 
fections ^nd  sympjithies.  it  is  the  legal  conse- 
quences of  slavery  which  clothe  it  with  its  black- 
est horrbrs. 

Sir,  when  I  know  that  by  the  actual,  written 
laws  of  many  of  the  States  where  slavery  exists 
— not  alone  by  the  casual  and  arbitrary  exercise 
of  individual  cruelty,  but  by  positive  statutory 
I4W — this  race  of  men,  these  children  of  the  same 


federal  head  and  same  heavenly  Father  with  our- 
selves, these  subjects  and  objects  of  redeeming 
grace,  are  debarred  froiTi  tlie  benefit  of  the  marital 
relation  in  some  States  under  heavy  penalties,  and 
by  like  stringent  provisions  of  law  are  forbidden 
to  learn  to  read  the  word  of  God;  when,  sir,  I 
have  a  hundred  times  seen  the  regularly  author- 
ized officers  of  the  law,  in  the  lawful  discharge  of 
their  duties,  seize  and  drag  away  from  the  arms  " 
of  the  father  of  her  children  the  miserable  mother 
by  process  for  debt,  and  seize  and  carry  away 
from  her  bosom  the  helpless  infant,  and  sell  one 
here  and  another  there — one  to  be  carried  to  the 
cotton-fields  of  Georgia,  the  other  to  the  sugar- 
mills  of  Louisiana;  whetf  1  have  seen  all  this 
done  under  authority  of  law — haVe  seen  females 
on  the  sale-block,  at  public  vendue,  subjected  to 
the  close  inspection  anrl  manipulation  of  every 
limb  and  part  by  shameless  and  unfeeling  spec- 
ulators in  human  souls  and  bodies,  and  have  heard 
men  say,  have  heard  ministers  of  the  gospel  say, 
have  heard  grave  and  honorable  Senatorssay  that 
this  African  slavery  was  a  divine  institution,  I 
have  been  astounded  that  there  ever  was  credu- 
lity to  believe  or  presumption  to  avow  a  blas- 
phemy'so  abhorrent  to  every  essential  attribute 
of  the  Supreme  Being.  Sir,  if  J  could  believe  that 
such  a  recognized  and  legalized  system  of  inhu- 
manity as  this  had  the  di-vine  sanction,  I  would 
accept  the  advice  given  to  the  patriarch  of  old  in 
the  hour  of  his  extremity,  and  "  curse  God  and 
die."  No,  sir;  the  founders  of  our  great  Repub- 
lic never  approved  Sn  institution  so  demoralizing 
in  its  nature,  so  cruel  in  its  incidents,  so  adverse 
to  all  the  interestsof  a  wise  political  economy,  so 
anti-republican  in  its  spirit  and  tendencies,  and  so 
repugnant  to  the  principles  of  Christianity .  They 
condemned  it,  and  deplored  its  existence,  with 
hardly  an  exception.  Looking  forward  to  the 
day  when  the  country  should  be  relieved  from  it, 
Mr.  Madison  said: 

"  I  object  to  the  word  slave  appearing  in  a  Constitution 
which  I  trust  is  to  be  the  charteroffreedom  to  unborn  mil- 
lions; nor  would  I  willingly  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the 
fact  that  slavery  ever  existed  in  the  country.  It  is  a  great 
evil,  and  under  the  providence  of  God  I  look  forward  to 
some  scheme  of  emancipation  which  shall  free  us  from  it. 
Do  not,  therefore,  let  us  appear  as  if  we  regarded  it  per- 
petual by  using  In  our  free  Constitution  an  odious  word  op- 
posed to  every  sentiment  of  liberty" 

So  Washington,  in  his  letter  to  La  Fayette 
respecting  the  ordinance  forbidding  involuntary 
servitude  in  the  Northwestern  Territory:  "The 
prevailing  opinion  in  Virginia  is  against  the  spread 
of  slavery  in  the  new  Territory;  and  I  trust  we 
shall  have  a  confederacy  of  free  States."  So,, 
too,  we  have  the  fact  of  the  hostility  to  slavery 
of  the  great  men  who  established  our  national 
Government  emphatically  attested  by  Mr.  A.  H. 
Stephens  in  his  rather  notorious  speech  at  Savan- 
nah since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion: 

"  The  prevailing  ideas  entertained  by  Jefferson  and  most 
of  the  leading  statesmen  at  the  time  of  the  formation  oftiie 
old  Constitution  were  that  the  enslavement  of  the  African 
was  a  violation  of  the  law;  that  it  was  wrong  in  princi- 
ple, socially,  morally,  and  politically.  Our  new  govern- 
ment is  founded  upon  exactly  opposite  id;«as;  its  founda- 
tions are  iaw,  its  corner-stone  rests  upon  the  great  truth 
that  the  negro  is  not  the  equal  of  the  white  man;  that  sla- 
very is  his  natural  condition." 

Thus,  sir,  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  rec- 
reancy to  the  South  and  to  the  principles  and 
policy  of  the  South,  as  enunciated  and  defined.by 
her  early  leading  statesmen,  who  were  the  found- 
ers of  her  State  governments  and  of  the  Federal 
Government,  belongs  not  to  me — not  to  me,  Mr. 
President — but  to  those  modern  converts  to  sla- 
very whose  zeal  for  their  new-born  faith  seems 
to  have  power  to  manifest  itself  only  in  the  op- 
probrious, unvarying.  Guinea-fowl  cry  of  "abo- 
litionist," "abolitionist,"  against  all  who  rever- 
ence the  traditions  of  the  past  or  adhere  to  the 
principles  of  the  fathers  of  the  Republic. 

But,  sir,  I  am  sustained  in  my  views  of  slavery 
by  later  enunciations  of  the  opinions  of  many  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  South,  and  especially  of 
the  more  prominent  men  of  Virginia,  my  native 
State.  And,  sir,  I  now  propose  to  vindicate  my 
present  position  by  reference  to  some  of  those 
more  recent  expressions  of  opinion. 
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The  fiist  to  whidi  1  yliall  nllude  in  llie  Uieli- 
iTiond  Enquirer  of  January  7,  1832.  Everybody 
knows  what  the  Richmond  Enquirer  was,  and 
everybody  used  to  know  Thomas  Ritchie,  and 
between  the  man  and  his  paper  there  was  very 
little  public  sentiment  in  Virginia  tiiat  he  did  not 
dictate  orcontrol.  In  his  paperof  thnl  date  Ifind 
the  following  editorial  article,  as  any  Senalorcun 
find  by  reference  to  the  bound  volume  in  the  Li- 
brary: 

"  It  is  prtibahlo  from  vvliat  wo  hoar  that  the  coininittco  on 
ihocolorotl  population  will  report  sonic  plan  (or  s<'tliii!;  rid 
ol'the  tree  people  oC  color.  l!ut  is  lliatall  tliatcan  be  done' 
Arc  we  forever  to  sufier  Ihe  greatest  evil  wliieh  can  scoiiiije 
our  land  not  only  to  nrinaiii  Liiu  to  iiierea.-e  in  its  diineii- 
Bioiis.-  '  We  may  shut  our  jjycs  and  avert  our  faces  if  we 
please,'  writes  aneloiiuenf  rioiuh  CaroliuiaM,  uii  his  ri'turn 
friim  the  North  a  lew  weeks  aso,  '  liut  there  it  is,  the  dark 
Rnd  jrrowiii;;  evil  at  our  d<)l•r^;  and  intel  tin,'  (|iiestioii  wo 
must,  at  no  ilisfaiii  day.  tJo.l  only  knows  what  it  is  the 
part  of  wliilr  nirn  to  do  on  that  inlnniMilous  and  appalling 
suliji-'ct.  OIlliL-^  I  am  \ory  sure,  that  tin:  dilVemnees— 
nothiiii;  short  of  l"ri«litl'iil— innwcen  all  that  u.vists  on  one 
side  of  the  Potomac  and  aU  on  the  other  is  owing  to  that 
cause  alone.  The  disease  is  duep-rooicd  ;  it  ia  at  the  liearl-s 
core;  it  is  consuming,  and  has  all  aloii^  hoen  eonsuniiiifi, 
our  vitals,  and  I  could  lautjli — if  (  could  lan^h  on  such  a 
subject— at  the  igiioraiiee  and  folly  of  the  politician  who 
ascribes  to  the  act  of  the  Government  that  which  is  tlie 
inevitable  elfect  of  the  eternal  laws  of  nature.  What  is  to 
be  done  .'  Oil,  my  God,  f  don't  know,  but  something  must 
be  done.'  Yes,  something  must  be  done,  and  it  is  tiiepart 
of  no  honest  man  to  deny  it,  of  no  free  press  to  conceal  it. 
Wlieii  this  dark  population  is  {^rowing  upon  us,  when  every 
new  census  is  butgatheiing  its  appalling  numbers  upon  us  ; 
when  within  a  period  equal  to  that  in  which  the  Federal  fJoii- 
stitutioii  has  been  in  existence  those  numbers  will  increase 
to  more  than  twoiiiiUion  in  Virginia  ;  when  our  sisrer  States 
are  closing  the  doors  on  our  blacks  for  sale,  and  when  our 
whites  are  moving  westwardly  in  greaii.'r  nnnibers  than  we 
like  to  hear  of ;  when  this,  the  laiiest  land  on  all  this  con- 
tinent for  soil  and  climate  «nd  situation  combined,  might 
become  a  sort  of  garden  spot  if  it  were  worked  by  the  hands 
of  white  men  alone,  can  we,  ought  we,  to  sit  quietly  down 
and  fold  our  arms  .■"' 

This  editorial  of  the  Riclifnoiid  Enquirer  was 
prompted  by  a  rising  of  the  slaves,  known  as  the 
"Nat  Turner  insurrection"  or  "Southampton 
massacre."  This  event  produced  a  profound  sen- 
sation throughout  the  State  of  Virginia.  At  the 
session  of  the  Legislature  next  after  its  occur- 
rence numerous  memorials  from  all  parts  of  the 
State  were  presented,  asking  the  Legislature  to 
adopt  some  means  to  relieve  the  Slate  from  the 
evils  of  slavery.  A  select  committee  was  raised, 
to  whom  all  these  inemoriab  were  referred.  The 
result  will  appear  from  the  following  abstract 
which  I  have  made  from  the  journal  of  the  House 
of  Delegates. 

Virginia  Legislature  of  January  25,  1832: 

"Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That  it 
is  inexpedient  for  the  present  to  make  any  legislative  en- 
actments for  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

"  Mr.  Preston  offered  as  a  substitute  the  following: 

^'Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  cominittee.)  That  it 
is  expedient  to  aih)pt  some  legislative  enactments  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery. 

"iVIr.  Witcher  moved  that  the  whole  matter  be  indefinitely 
postponed — ayes  60,  noes  71. 

"Among  the  noes  were  the  names  of  Wood  of  Albemarle, 
Bandolph  of  Albemarle,  Garland,  Rives,  Bryce  of  Goocli- 
land.  Marshal  I,  Lcigli,  Preston,  Faulkner,  Rutherford,  Mon- 
cure,  8te.,  &c. 

"The  que»tion  then  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Preston's  amendment,  the  vote  stood — ayes  58,  noes  73. 
Among  the  ayes  are  the  names  ol'Raiidolph,  Garland,  Faulk- 
ner, Good,  Moore,  McDowell,  Preston,  &.e. 

"Mr.  Bryee,  of  Goochland,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
report  of  the  committee  as  follows: 

"  Profoundly  sensible  of  the  great  evils  arising  from  tlie 
condition  of  the  colored  population  of  this  Commonwealth, 
induced  by  hupianity  as  well  as  policy  to  an  immediate 
effort  for  tlie  removal,  in  the  first  place,  na  well  of  thpsc 
who  are  now  free  as  of  sueli  who  may  hereafter  become 
free,  believing  that  this  effort,  while  it  is  in  justaeconlanc-c 
with  the  sentiment  of  the  community  on  the  subject,  will 
absorb  all  our  present  means,  and  that  a  further  action  lor 
the  removal  of  lite  slaves  should  await  a  more  definite  de- 
velopment of  public  opinion,  Rcsohcd,  &e. 

"Ayes  G7,  noes  60.  Among  the  aye*  were  Randoli)li, 
Faulkner,  Bryee,  Preston,  I>eigli,  McDowell,  8ic. 

"  The  f|Uestlon  then  recurring  on  the  report  as  amended. 
It  was  adopted — ayes  6,'),  noes  ,08." 

Thus  it  appears  to  have  been  the  deliberate  sen- 
timent of  Virginia  in  1832,  us  these  proceedings 
demon.slrote,  that  slavery  wn«  an  unmitigated 
t;vil;  aiftl  tlio  only  reason  preventing  tin:  Legisla- 
ture from  removing  it  from  the  Slate  was  theWant 
of  ways  and  means  to  do  it. 

While  the  report  of  the  committee  referred  to 
in  the  proceedings  whicii  I  have' recited  wtis  under 
consideration,  tlie  merits  and  demerits  of  slavery 
were  freely  di.scussed  by  the  leading  men  of  Vu- 
ginia.  I  beg  leave  to  read  copious  extracts  from 
llio  Hpeeches  delive«;d,  all  of  which  may  be  found 
in  the  Richmond  Eiifjuirer,  a  file  of  which  is  in 
llie  Gongresaional  Libr«ry. 


Mr.  Moore,  of  Rockbridge,  said: 

"  Is  it  not  due,  sir,  to  onr  character,  as  a  moral,  a  just,  a 
sincere  and  niagntniinions  people,  that  we  should  yield  obe- 
dience to  thosc^  principles  contained  in  our  bill  of  rights, 
and  which  we  have  solemnly  declared  to  be  applicable  to 
and  obligatory  upon  all  mankind.''  Cui  we  by  justified  in 
tlie  eyesof  manor  Heaven  in  withholding  from  our  negroes 
rights  which  we  have  declared  to  be  the  coniinon  property 
oi'all  the  human  race;  and  I  bat  too  in  violalion  of  the  fun- 
damenlal  priiieiples  of  our  Government.'"' 

In  the  same  speech  he  said: 

"  No  man  can  doubt,  sir,  hut  that  the  deterioration  in  the 
appsarancc  of  the  country  is  owing  mainly  to  the  careless 
manner  in  which  the  soil  is  cultivated  by  slaves,  and  the 
indolence  of  the  white  population  ;  nor  can  we  hesitate  to 
ascribe  the  flourishing  eoriditi<m  of  the  non  slaveholding 
^States,  which  are  everywhere  covered  with  highly  culU- 
vated  farms,  thriving  villages,  and  an  industrious  white 
population,  to  the  absence  of  slavery." 

Mr.  Boiling  said: 

"  Tlioro  is  yetanotherevilgrowiiigoutof  onr  present  sys- 
tem of  slavery.  It  drives  from  ns  the  la  boring  man,  the  hon- 
est, industrious  poor.  The  hard  siiflggb'  they  have  to  make 
for  the  bare  necessaries  of  life,  to  say  nothing  of  its  luxu- 
ries, puts  an  elluctual  extingui^^ller  upon  all  the  humble  as- 
pirations of  their  ainbil'on.  The  sjiarseiiess  of  the  while 
population  opposes  almost  insurmountable  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the  education  of  their  children." 

Jefterson  Randolph,  the  grandson  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, and  oiie  of  the  leading  men  in  Virginia, 
said: 

"  Is  it  wise  to  fold  our  arms  in  indifference  upon  it  as  an 
irremediable  evil .''  To  sliul  our  eyes  in  iiniiaiion  of  the 
sagacity  of  the  ostrich,  who,  if  it  liides  its  eye  behind  a 
pebble,  imagines  its  huge  body  concealed  from  its  enemies  ? 
Would  silence  restore  tlie  ilestth-likepall  of  the  negro  m  in  d.^ 
It  might  be  wise  to  let  it  sleep  in  its  torpor,  lint  has  not  its 
dai^i  chaos  been  illumined.''  Does  it  not  move  and  feel  and 
think.''  Has  it  not  existence  ?  The  hourof  tlieeradieation 
of  the  evil  is  advancing;  it  must  eoinc.  Wlielher  it  is  ef- 
fected by  the  energy  of  our  own  minds,  or  by  the  bloody 
scenes  of  Soulliampton  and  St.  Domingo,  is  a  talc  for  fu- 
ture history." 

His  allusion  was  to  the  excitement  produced 
on  the  mind  of  the  African  race  in  Virginia,  grov^- 
ing  out  of  what  was  called  the  Nat  Turner  insur- 
rection and  the  Southampton  massacre.  If  the 
murder  of  a  few  families  and  the  tocsin  of  warin 
some  of  the  eastern  counties  of  Virginia  was 
pointed  to  as  cause  of  alarm  on  account  of  its  in- 
fluence on  the  mind  of  the  slave,  what  must  be 
the  condition  of  that  aroused  mind  to-day,  after 
three  years  of  bloody  war,  and  after  the  thunders 
of  cannon  all  through  their  midst.' 

Mr.  Rives  said: 

"  On  the  multiplied  and  desolating  evils  of  slavery  he  was 
not  dis|)Osed  to  say  much;  the  cause  and  its  deteriorating 
consequences  were  within  the  observation  and  experience 
of  the  members  of  the  House  and  the  people  of  Virginia, 
and  it  did  seem  to  himtbatfliere  could  be  no  two  opinions 
about  it." 

Mr.  Brodnax  said: 

"That  slavery  in  Virginia  is  an  evil  and  a  transcendent 
evil  it  would  be  idleaiid  more  than  idle  forany  liumnii  being 
to  doubt  or  deny.  It  is  a  mildew  which  has  blighted  in  its 
course  every  region  it  has  touched  from  the  creation  of  the 
world.  This  is  the  incubus  which  paralyzes  Virginia's  en- 
ergies, her  cvcry.effort  at  advancement." 

All  of  us  are  acquainted  with  the  reputation  of 
Charles  J.  Faulkner.  Some  of  us  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  saying  harsh  things  of  the  distinguished 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumner,]  for 
the  harsh  things  he  sees  proper  to  say  sometimes 
in-regard  to  slavery.  Here  is  a  Virginian  on  the 
soil  of  Virginia  who  uttered  language  as  terse 
and  severe  as  I  ever  heard  anywhere,  and  in  the 
very  hall  of  Legislature  of  Virginia  he  used  the 
language  which  1  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  Senate: 

"  Slavery,  it  iii  admitted,  is  an  evil ;  it  is  an  institution 
which  pres.^es  lieavily  against  the  best  interests  of  the 
State.  It  banishes  free  while  labor,  it  exterminates  the 
mechanic,  the  artisan,  the  manufaciiirer.  It  deprives  them 
of  occupation.  Itile|irives  lliem  of  bread.  Il  eonverlsilie 
energy  of  a  eommunily  into  indolence,  its  jiowcr  into  iin- 
lM;eiliiy,  its  efficacy  into  weakness.  Sir,  being  thus  inju- 
rious, have  we  not  a  right  to  demand  its  extermination.'' 
.'-iliall  society  suffer  that  the  slaveholder  may  continue  to 
gather  his  vigential  crop  of  human  flesh?  What  is  his  mere 
pi:euuiary  claim  compared  with  the  great  interests  of  Ihe 
eoinmon  weal.'  Must  the  country  languish, droop,  die  that 
the  slaveholder  may  flourish  .'  Shall  all  iuterohts  be  sub- 
servient to  one  ;  all  rights  subordinate  to  the  slaveholder.' 
Have  not  Ihe  inechanies,  have  not  themiddle  classes,  their 
right::,  rights  incoinpatibie  with  the  existence  of  slavery? 

"  Sir,sogreat  anil  overshadowing  are  ihe  evilsofsbivery, 
so  si'iisiblyarelhey  fell  by  those  wlio  have  iraeed  the  causes 
of  our  nulional  deeline,  so  pereeplible  is  the  poisonousijp- 
eralion  of  its  principles  in  the  v:iried  and  diversified  inter- 
esls  of  this  (;(nninoiiwe;\llli,  thai  all  whose  minds  are  not 
warped  by  prejudices  and  interest  num  admit  rtiat  llic  dis- 
ease has  now  assnined  thai  inorlal  tendency  as  to  justify 
the  application  of  anj-  remedy  wliieh  under  the  gr(;at  law 
of  Slate  necessity  we  inigiil  consider  advisable." 

Mr.  Prostim,  afterwards  a  member  of  Mr.  Fill- 
more's caljinet,  exclaimed: 

"The  gi'iilleman  from  lirnnswlck  [Mr.  Cholson]  after 
depleting^  in  glowing  colors  the  prospiaous  character  of  aur 


country,  the  beauty  of  our  daughters,  the  high  and  manly 
chivalry  of  our  sons,  concludes  hy  telling  us  ih.at  the  only 
wealth  of  eastern  Virginia  was  in  t!ic  increase  of  her 
slaves.  In  the  name  of  God,  Jlr.  Speaker,  has  it  come  to 
this?  Does  the  wealth  and  the  beamy  and  the  chivalry  of 
Virginia  derive  its  support  and  owe  its  existence  to  the  in- 
crease of  our  slaves?  If  il  bo  s5,  iMr.  Speaker,  I  would 
relieve  them  of  so  heavy  ii  reproach." 

Mr.  Summers  said: 

"  It  will  not  be  denied,  I  think,  that  slavery  tends  to  dif- 
fuse ignorance  among  those  more  iminediatcly  in  con- 
tact with  it.  I  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  a  location  in  a 
slaveholding  community  is  incompatible  with  the  highest 
development  of  human  intellect.  Such  a  position  would 
be  controverted  by  facts."  •*♦*!;  um, 
sir,  I  speak  in  reference  to  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
and  ask  you  to  compare  the  general  distribution  of  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  non-slaveliolding  States  with  the 
slaveholding  Slates." 

Sir,  I  will  read  one  further  extract,  and  tltat 
will  be  from  a  speech  delivered  in  the  saiiu!  Legis- 
lature, by  James  McDowell,  jr.,  of  Rockbridge, 
subsequently  Governor  of  Virginia,  whosc^  name 
is  a  household  word  in  Virginia;  whose  purily  of 
life,  whose  culture  of  mind,  and  whose  unim- 
peached  and  uniiTipeachable  character  commanded 
the  universal  homage  and  respect,  not  only  of 
Virginians,  but  of  all  who  knew  him  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.     Here  is  his  language: 

"Who,  sir,  looks  at  this  property  as  a  legislator,  and 
marks  its  effects  on  our  national  advance,  but  weeps  over 
it  as  the  worst  of  patrimonies?  Who  that  looks  to  the  un- 
happy bondage  of  our  unhappy  people,  in  the  midst  of  our 
society,  and  thinks  of  its  incidents  and  its  issues,  but  weeps 
over  it  as  a  curse  upon  him  who  inflicts  as  upon  him  who 
suffers  it? 

"  If  1  am  to  judge  from  the  tone  of  our  debate,  from  the 
concessions  on  all  fiands  expressed,  tliere  is  not  a  man  in 
this  body — iiotone,  periiaps,  that  is  even  represented  here — 
who  would  not  have  than  l;ed  the  generations  that  have  gone 
before  us,  if,  acting  as  jjjiiiic  men,  they  had  liroughl  tliisloin!- 
age  to  a  close  ;  who  wimld  not  haveliianked  Ihem,  acting  as 
private  men  on  private  notions,  if  they  had  relinquished 
the  property  which  in  tJieir  mistaken  kindness  has  devolved 
upon  us? 

"Proud  as  are  the  names  for  intellect  and  patriotism 
which  eu»i<?h  the  volumes  of  onr  history,  and  reverentially 
as  we  turn  to  iliem  at  this  period  of  waning  rcpulalion,  ^ 
that  name,  that  man,  above  all  parallel,  would  have  been 
the  chief  who  could  have  blotted  out  this  curse  from  his 
country;  those,  above  all  others,  would  have  received  the 
homage  of  an  eternal  gratitude,  who,  casting  away  every 
suggestion  of  petty  interest,  had  broken  ilie  yoke  which  in 
an  evil  liour  had  been  imposed,  and  had  translated  as  :i  free 
man,  to  another  continent,  the  outcast  and  the  wreicheil 
being  who  burdens  ours  with  his  presence  and  defiles  ii 
with  his  crimes. 

"  liut,  sir,  it  has  been  otherwise  appointed  ;  slavery  has 
come  down  lo  us  from  our  fathers,  and  the  question  now 
is,  sliall  we  in  turn  hand  it  over  to  our  children  ?  Hand  it 
over  to  iliem  aggravated  in  every  attribute  of  evil?  S^iiill 
we  perpetuate  the  calamity  we  deplore,  and  become  to  [iils- 
terity  the  objects,  not  of  kindness,  but  of  cursing?" 

I  ask,  sir,  if  I  am  not  vindicated  in  the  Action  I 
have  taken  on  this  subject  ?  Takeaway  the  naines 
which  I  have  recited  to-day,  tin;  Marshalls,  the 
Madisons,  theWashingtons,  the  Leiglis,  the  Hen- 
rys, the  Randolphs,  the  McDowells,  theRiveses, 
&c.,  and  what  is  there  left?  What  is  there  left  but 
the  mad,  fanatical  ravings  of  the  Wises  and  the 
Pryors,  et  id  omne  genus  ?  While  1  ain  sustained 
by  these  great  names,  while  I  am  fortified  by  the 
principles  which  they  taught,  I  think  1  can  well 
aftord  to  treat,  not  with  scorn,  yet  with  indiffer- 
ence, the  iniputalion  that  I  am  a  renegade  from 
the  principles  of  my  fathers,  and  false  to  the  sec- 
tioirin  which  I  have  lived. 

But,  sir,  all  this  does  not  absolve  us  from  the 
obligations  of  the  Constitution  as  it  is.  It  is  the 
law  paramount;  and  whatsoever  may  be  our  the- 
oretical views  respecting  slavery,  the  guarantees 
of  the  Constitution  must  be  observed  while  those 
guarantees  retnain  a  part  of  it.  Slavery  is  an 
evil;  but  a  broken,'  demoralized  Constitution 
would  be  a  greater  evil.  It  is  for  the  integrity  of 
the  Constitution,  to  restore  its  power  and  author- 
ity, that  I  understand  we  are  now  waging  this 
terrible  war.  Its  prosecution  can  be  justifual  on 
no  other  consiileratron;  and  we  shall  do  well  to 
take  heed  to  the  fact  that  civil  war,  b(;yond  all 
other  causes,  is  fruitful  of  pernicious  and  danger- 
ous passions  and  antipathies,  leading  to  a  disre- 
gard of  constilutional  obligation.  The  sectional 
character  of  the  rebellion  adds^another  and  still 
more  malignant  element  to  the  intlampation  of 
the  public  sentiment  orilinarily  incident  to  revolt.s 
against  the  civil  authority.  And  I  think  I  utter 
no  paradox  when  1  say  further,  that  the  manifest 
justice  of  our  cause  constitutes  in  itself  a  source 
of  danger.  Justly  exasperated  at  the  wanton 
wickedness  of  the  bad  men  who,  in  ."teeking  to 
overtiirow  our  wise  and  benignant  Government, 
liuve  plunged  llie  country  into  ail  the  sins  nnd 
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sorrows  hy  wliicli  wo  arc  surrouiulcd,  we  arc 
liable  to  be  transported  by  a  just,  and  patriotic  in- 
digiKilioM  beyond  the  limits  of  a  lawful  resentment. 
And  nowilisto  be  feared  that  corrupt  men,  dema- 
gogues, unpnncipleii  politicians,  will  be  ready  to 
avail  thcjTiselvcs  of  this  patriotic  excitement,  and 
under  the  cover  and  pretext  of  a  holy  zeal  for  the 
public  good,  seek  to  accomplish  their  ownnmbi- 
tioiis  personal  ends  in  defiance  of  the  law.  It  is 
in  times  like  this  when  written  organic  laws  be- 
come valuable.  It  was  to  nieetsiJQh  contingencies 
especially  that  our  Constitution  v/as  ordained. 

In  times  of  peace  and  harmony  and  prosperity, 
when  there  is  little  occasion  or  temptation  to  do 
wrong,  but  little  restraint  is  required  to  prevent 
the  commission  of  wi'oiig.  Wlien  the  sea  is 
smooth  and  the  wind  is  fair  the  vessel  glides 
safely  on  with  little  attention  to  compass  or  rud- 
der; but  when  the  tempest  rises  and  the  waves 
roll  high,  and  especially  when  the  crew  mutinies, 
then  it  requires  a  steady,  true  hand  at  the  he-lm, 
and  the  trumpet  of  the  commander  should  utter 
no  uncertain  sound.  So  I  may  say  now,  when  the 
great  deej)  of  the  human  passions  is  convulsed 
and  lashed  into  frenzy  and  tumult  by  the  shocks 
of  battle,  the  nation's  life  depends  upon  a  firm 
and  unfaltering  adherence  to  the  Constitution. 
This  is  the  great  sheet-anchor  of  the  national 
safety.  Nothing  else  can  enable  us  to  outride  the 
storm  that  is  beating  upon  us.  Detached  from  this 
firm  mooring  our  noble  vessel  of  State,  freighted 
with  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  with  the 
final  hopes  of  liberty,  will  be  stranded  on  the 
brealcers  of  political  anarchy  and  ruin,  and  thence- 
forth forever  its  wrecked  fragments,  scattered 
along  the  shores  of  time,  shall  be  quoted  and  com- 
mended by  tyrants  and  despots  as  the  miserable 
mementoes  of  the  futility  of  the  last  great  effort 
of  humanity' to  vindicate  the  capacity  of  man  for 
self-government. 

Now,  therefore,  has  come  the  crisis  when  the 
value  of  our  national  Constitution  is  to  be  tested, 
and  when  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  its  immortal 
framers  are  to  be  exemplified  and  consecrated  in 
the  successful  application  of  its  powers  and  adap- 
tations to  the  overthrow  of  its  enemies  and  to  the 
preservation  of  the  publicliberty.  Now,  too,  has 
arrive(4  the  hour  in  the  history  of  the  country 
when  those  who  are  intrusted  with  its  destinies 
should  rise  to  the  full  stature  of  a  wise  and  lofty 
statesmanship.  My  humble  abilities  and  limited 
experience  may  forbid  mc  from  any  worthy  par- 
ticipation either  in  its  duties  or  its  honors.  But, 
sir,  I  think  I  can  jiroperly  conceive  of  what  an 
American  Senator  ought  to  be,  and  of  what,  when 
I  look  around  upon  this  august  body,  I  feel  as- 
sured he  will  be,  in  this  great  national  trial.  He 
will  rise  above  the  prejudices  and  passions  of  the 
liour.  He  will  be  incapable  of  the  motives  of 
mere  revenge  or  retaliation.  No  narrow  sectional 
influences  will  trammel  his  conduct.  Fully  in- 
structed by  the  wisdom  of  the  past,  calmly  meet- 
ing the  exigencies  of  the  present,  and  profoundly 
comprehending  the  behests  of  the  future,  he  will 
march  steadily  forward  to  the  accomplishment  of 
the  simple  and  only  lawful  purpose  of  the  war — 
the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  the  integrity  of 
the  Uni'on,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution. 
No  motive  of  unholy  ambition  will  warp  his  pur- 
pose. No  thirst  for  blood  will  taint  the  pure  as- 
pirations of  his  patriotic  heart.  No  eagerness  to 
inflict  punishment  beyond  whatsis  essential  to  en- 
force obedience  to  lawful  authority  will  prompt 
his  action  or  deform  his  policy.  He  will  disre- 
gard the  idle  clamors  of  the  mere  partisan,  and 
scorn  the  angry  menaces  of  the  political  zealot. 
Recognizing  the  force  of  the  maxim  that  "lawis 
reason  without  passion,"  he  will  be  dispassionate 
in  the  administration  of  the  law. 

A^jd,  sir,  let  it  not  be  said  that  such  a  course 
will  fail  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  tho-  country. 
There  will  be,  there  can  be,  no  other  course  so 
successful.  Letthe  Government  clothe  itself  with 
tho  awful  sanctions  of  the  Constitution,  and  es- 
chew all  other  motives  than  the  viiulication  and 
reijstablishment  of  its  legitimate  authority,  and 
thus  proclaim  its  pure,  unimpassioned  purpose  in 
l)rosecuting  the  war,  and  the  moral  influence  of 
such  an  aiiilude  v.'ill  be  more  potential  than  "an 
army  with  banners."  It  will  appall  the  guilty 
conscience  of  the  States  in  rebellion;  it  will  add 
tenfold  force  to  every  blow  struck  by  our  armies; 
it  will  silence  tho  clamors  of  northern  factionists, 
who  arc  eagerly  seeking  for  pretexts  «to  embar- 


rass the  Administration;  it  will  unite  and  consol- 
idate all  the  friends  of  the  Union;  it  will  command 
ihe  homage  and  sympathy  of  foreign  nations;  it 
v^ill  secure  the  blessing  and  favor  of  Heaven;  and 
thus  it  will  insure  final  victory.  An''^«ted  by 
such  a  sentiment  and  guided  by  such  a  principle, 
the  day  is  not  distant  when  our  great  Repulilic, 
purified  by  the  fiery  ordeal  through  which  it  shall 
have  passed,  its  integrity  restored,  its  Constitu- 
tion unimpaired,  its  authority  everywhere  rees- 
tablished and  acknowledged,  and  wilh^  history 
which  shall  secure  it  against  all  future  attempts 
to  overthrow  it,  will  renew  its  onward  march  of 
prosperity,  power,  and  glory. .  Then ,  sir,  we  may 
catch  the  inspiring  vision  of  one  of  your  northern 
poets,  and  sing: 

"I  see  the  living  lldn  roll  on; 

It  crowns  witli  fiery  towers 
Tlie  icy  capes  of  Labrador, 

Tlio  Spauiurd's  'land  of  flowers;' 
It  streams  Ix'yoiid  the  splintered  ridgo 

Tliat  parts  the  nortliern  showers; 
From  eastern  rock  to  sunset  wave 

Tlie  continent  is  ours." 

Mr.  President,  I  commenced  these  remarks  by 
saying  that  the  question  of  African  slavery  could 
no  longer  be  evaded,  and  that  it  ought  now,  if 
possible,  to  be  finally  adjusted.  But  how  shall  it 
ue  adjusted.'  In  my  opinion,  tlie  most  effectual 
method  of  accomplishing  this  result  is  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war  for  the  suppression  of  the 
rebellion.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  tliat  the  extinc- 
tion of  slavery  should  constitute  tiie  motive  of  the 
war.  No,  sir.  The  purpose  of  the  war  is  and 
should  be  now  what  it  was  declared  to  be  in  the 
beginning;  and  th{it  now,  as  then,  "Congress, 
banishing  all  feeling  of  mere  passion  and  resent- 
ment, will  recollect  only  its  duty  to  the  whole 
country;  that  this  war  is  not  prosecuted  on  our 
part  in  any  spirit  of  oppression,  nor  for  any 
purpose  of  conquest  or  subjugation,  nor  for  the 
purpose  of  overthrowing  or  interfering  with  the 
rights  or  established  institutions  of  the  States  in 
rebellion,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  the  suprem- 
acy of  the  Constitution  and  all  laws  made  in  pur- 
suance thereof,  and  to  preserve  the  Union  with 
all  the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  several 
States  unimpaired;  that  as  soon  as  these  objects 
are  accomplished  the  war  ought  to  cease." 

But  while  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  for 
thesejustifiable  ends  no  constitutional  rightof  any 
individual  or  of  any  State  should  be  renounced 
or  infringed,  yet  if  by  the  necessary  and  lawful 
exercise  of  the  authority  and  power  vested  in  or 
pertaining  to  tliose  to  whom  the  conduct  of  the 
■ffi-ar  properly  belongs  slavery  shall  be  destroyed, 
and  our  beloved  country  be  thus  redeemed  from 
"the  everlasting  curse  of  human  bondage,"  it 
will  be  jyst  cause  of  joy  and  gratitude  to  every 
patriot  and  Cliristian,and  go  far  to  indemnify  our 
country  and  the  human  race  for  the  sacrifices  of 
treasure  and  blood  made  in  the  accomplishment 
of  a  result  so  beheficent.  One  thing  is  certain; 
the  rapid  and  universal  advance  of  our  arms  into 
the  insurgent  States,  to  which  all  are  agreed,  and 
for  which  all  parties  are  urgent,  must  necessarily, 
less  or  more,  obliterate  slavery  wherever  they  go. 
In  proportion  as  we  succeed  in  redeeming  the  in- 
surgentStates  from  the  thralldom  of  the  rebellion, 
almost  in  the  same  proportion  will  thev  be  re- 
leased from  the  thralldom  of  slaver)'-.  My  own 
State  is  an  example.  When  the  loyal  sentiment 
was  left  free  to  act,  it  abolished  slavery.  The 
same  result  has  been  virtually  accomplished  by 
the  same  means  in  Missouri.  Arkansas  has 
crossed  the  Rubicon;  Louisiana  is  on  the  shore. 
So  is  Tennessee.  Even  North  Carolina  indicates 
her  purpose  to  unite  in  the  general  emancipation 
as  soon  as  she  is  relieved  from  the  yoke  of  the 
rebellion. 

Thepublicsentimcntof  the  slaveholding  States 
which  never  passed  any  ordinance  of  secession  is 
beginning  to  demand  the  abolishment  of  slavery 
in  their  limits.  Maryland  has  already  inaugu- 
rated the  good  work.  Delaware,  never  more  than 
merely  a  nominal  slaveholding  State,  must  soon 
follow,  her  neighbor;  and  the  tide  of  public  sen- 
timent in  Kentucky,  tending  to  the  same  result, 
is  rapidly  advancing,  destined  soon  to  sweep  away 
the  institution  in  that  gallant  and  chivalrous  Com- 
monwealth. Nothing  can  suppress  the  rebellion 
but  the  power  of  our  arms;  and  while  the  rebel- 
lion lasts  slavery  will  endure.  Every  great  vic- 
tory obtained  in  the  field  is  of  more  practical  value 
than  u  thouaand  proclamations  of  emancipation, 


and  whole  volumes  of  acts  of  confiscation.  It  ia 
war,  sir,  stern  war,  and  not  words,  which  shall 
put  down  the  rebellion;  and  in  proportion  as  v/e 
successfully  prosecute  the  war,  and  so  put  down 
the  rebellion,  in  the  same  proportion  v.'ill  slavery 
be  put  down.  Its  political  power  is  even  now 
forever  annihilated.  And,  sir,  a  few  more  vic- 
tories will  place  slavery  in  a  condition  where  it 
will  be  just  and  expedient  to  inaugurate  the  only- 
wise  and  competent  measure  for  its  extinction. 
What  is  that  measure.' 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  have  reported 
a  proposed  amendment  of  the  Constitution  pro- 
hibiting slavery.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  true 
solution  of  the  question.  It  is  conclusive,  it  ia 
final;  and,  moreover,  it  conforms  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Constitution.  It  works  out  this  great 
r#sult  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 
It  accomplishes  its  purpose  directly  and  lawfully, 
and  thus  avoids  all  tliose  indirect,  partial,  and 
questionable,  if  not  unlawful  cxpetlienta  which 
have  been  proposed.  I  should  have  preferred  a 
national  convention;  and  1  would,  perhaps,  have 
postponed  the  measure  until  the  next  Congress. 
1  will  even  now  venture  to  suggest  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  and  to  the  Senate  some 
of  the  reasons  why  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
postpone  the  proposition  until  the  next  Congress. 
I  believe  that  many  of  the  insurgent  States  will 
then  be  represented  here  by  loyal  men.  I  sup- 
pose, too,  that  by  that  time  many  of  those  States, 
by  the  action  of  their  own  people,  will  have  abol- 
ished slavery,  and  their  representatives  here  will 
be  the  most  earnest  advocates  of  the  amendment 
proposed.  Will  it  not  be  so  in  Arkansas,  in 
Tennessee,  in  Louisiana,  in  North  Carolina,  and 
perhaps  other  States.'  These  States  represent- 
ed in  Congress,  and  advocating,  as  I  feel  a|^ured 
they  will,  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  connection  with  the  States  of  Mary- 
land, Missouri,  Delaware,  and  -West  Virginia, 
constituting  half  of  the  southern  States,  would 
not  only  avoid  theimputation  of  unfairness  in  act- 
ing upon  the  subject  when  the  former  States  were 
not  represented  here,  but  would  certainly  secure 
the  two-thirds  vote  of  Congress  required  by  the 
Constitution,  as  well  as  the  more  immediate  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  by  the  requisite  number 
of  States,  and  would  give  to  the  measure  a  moral. 
influence  that  would  silence  ail  tlie  partisan 
clamors  of  simulated  sympathy  in  the  non-slave- 
holding  States. 

And  moreover,  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, that  the  public  excitementconsequentupon 
the  condition  of  the  country,  in  tiie  midst  of  the 
most  bloody  and  tremendous  war  known  in  the 
annals  of  history,  is  not  entirely  compatible  with 
the  calm  deliberation  with  which  so  grave  a  mat- 
ter as  the  alteration  of  our  fundamental  law  in 
reference  to  a  most  delicate  and  exciting  subject 
should  be  considered.  But,  sir,  if  a  majority  of 
the  friends  of  this  measure  think  this  is  the  proper 
time  to  propose  it,  I  shall  waive  my  preference 
for  postponed  action,  and  support  the  measure 
now.  Sir,  I  believe  that  this  amendment  of  our 
Constitution  is  demanded,  either  now  or  soori 
hereafter,  by  every  principle  of  justice  and  b^ 
every  consideration  of  expediency ;  by  the  history 
of  the  past,  by  the  woes  of  the  present,  and  by  the 
jiopcsofthe  future;  by  the  blood  of  our  fellow- 
dtizens  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  their  country  in 
defense  of  the  Union;  by  our  defeats  at  Bull  Run 
and  at  the  Chickahominy;  by  our  victories  at  An- 
tietain,  at  Gettysburg,  and  at  Chattanooga;  by 
the  millions  of  our  national  debt;  by  the  burdens 
of  Federal  taxation;  by  the  genius  of  our  Ameri- 
can liberty;  by  the  spirit  of  our  Christianity;  by 
our  love  of  freedom;  by  our  hatred  of  tyranny,^; 
and  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  which,  in  this  in- 
stance, is  the  voice  of  God. 

MILITARY  INTEUFEUlCNCli;  WITU  ELliCTIONS. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Senate  bill  No.  37,  to  pre.. 
vent  ofiicers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  other 
persons  engaged  in  tho  military  and  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  from  interfering  in  elections 
in  the  States,  was  assigned  for  to-day  at  one 
o'clock.  I  will  inquire  whether  it  will  bo  in  order 
to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  that  motion. 

The  VICIC  PRESIDENT.     A  motion  to  that  ' 
cflTect  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HOWARD.     I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  suggest  to  the  honorable 
member  from  Michigan  that  tho  hour  ia  rather 
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too  late  to  take  up  that  bill,  and  with  his  permis- 
sion I  will  move  that  it  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  will  cheerfully  give  way 
to  a  motion  to  go  into  executive  session,  but  1 
should  like  to  have  this  bill  taken  up,  so  that  it 
may  be  the  first  in  order  to-morrow. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Do  I  understand  the  Senator 
to  wish  this  bill  to  supersede  the  question  of  con- 
■  stitutional  amendment  to-morrow? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  made  the  motion  to  take 
up  the  bill  with  a  view  to  proceed  to  its  consider- 
ation.    I  do  not  wish  to  supersede  that. 

Mr.  SUiVINER.  The  other  is  the  special  or- 
der, but  as  the  unfinished  business,  this  will  take 
precedence. 

Mr.  HOWARD.    Of  course. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  is  now 
before  the  Senate  as  in^ommiUee  of  the  Whole. 
The  report  of  the  committee'is  adverse  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOWARD.     It  ia' my  purpose  to  say  a 
word  on  the  bill;  but  as  the  Senate  is  quite  thin 
this  afternoon,  and  the  liouris  so  far  past,  perhaps 
we  had  better  go  into  executive  session. 
EXEOUTIVK  SESSION. 

Mr.  WILSON.  As  the  Senator  prefers  to  go 
on  to-morrow,  and  it  is  desirable  to  have  an  exec- 
utive session  to-day,  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  some  time 
spent  in  executive  session,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened, and  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  March  22,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.    (Prayer 
by  Rev.  Frederick  Hinckley,  of  Lowell,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  TO  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN  asked  leave  of  absence  for 
his  colleague,  Mr.  HuxcHiNs.for  ten. days  from 
to-day. 

Leave  was  granted. 
-  .Mr.  PENDLETON  asked  leave  of  absence  for 
his  colleague,  Mr.  Long,  for  a  week  from  to-day. 

Leave  was  granted. 

MURDER  OF  CAPTAIN  REED. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  offered  a  resolution,  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to,  requesting  the 
Secretary  of  War,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the 
public  interest,  to  instruct  the  commander  of  the 
middle  department  to  order  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  counties  of  Accomac  and  Northampton, 
on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  to  institute  in- 
quiries at  once  concerning  the  murder  of  Captain 
Theodore  Reed,  who  resided  in  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, and  who,  on  the  morning  of  Thursday, 
the  3d  instant,  was  shot,  in  Tangier  sound,  Ches- 
apeake bay,  by  pirates. 

MARY  E.  IIAZZARD. 

Mr.  DUMONT  asked  and  obtained  unanimous 
consent  to  have  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  252)  for  the 
relief  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Hazzard,  widow  of  the  late 
Captain  George  W.  Hazzard,  transferred  from 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  it 
had  been  referred,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
MARY  COLE. 

Mr.  MARCY,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  presented  an  adverse  report  in 
the  case  of  Mary  Cole,  wife  of  Lewis  Cole;  which 
wag  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 
NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  was  absent  last  week  on  official  business,  with 
the  other  memi)cr3  of  the  committee,  when  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  was  called,  but  I  un- 
derstand that  the  House  agreed  to  give  two  days 
to  the  business  of  the  committee.  I  desire  now 
to  ask  that  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  next  week 
be  assigned  to  that  business. 

Mr.  WASHI3URNE,  of  Illinois.  I  have  no 
objf-clion  to  that,  provided  it  will  not  interfere 
with  the  business  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
That  committee  has  not  been  culled  for  several 
months,  and  has  a  great  deal  of  business  before 
it  ready  to  be  reported,  which  ought  to  be  acted 
on  nt  once. 


The  SPEAKER.  On  the  10th  of  March  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  was  called  in  regular 
order.  The  committee  was  absent  on  official 
business,  and  the  House  authorized  the  commit- 
tee when  it  should  return  to  designate  not  two 
days  but  two  morning  hours.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  now  designates 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  next  week. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  order  was  made. 
ATTACHMENT  OP  UNITED  STATES  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  EtlOT,  by  unanimous  consent,  reported 
from  the  Committeeon  Commercea  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  stipulate  for 
the  release  from  attachment  or  other  process  of 
properly  claimed  by  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  enacts  that  whenever  any 
property  owned  or  held  by  the  United  States, or 
in  which  the  United  States  claim  an  interest,  shall 
in  any  judicial  proceeding  under  the  laws  of  any 
State,  district,  orTerritory  be  seized,  arrested,  at- 
tached, or  held  for  the  security  or  satisfaction  of 
any  claim  made  against  such  property,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his 
discretion,  to  direct  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
to  cause  a  stipulation  to  be  entered  into  by  the 
proper  district  attorney  for  the  discharge  of  such 
property  from  such  seizure,  arrest,  attachment, 
or  proceeding,  to  the  effect  that,  on  such  discharge, 
the  person  asserting  the  claim  against  such  prop- 
erty shall  become  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  the* 
act.  In  all  cases  where  such  stipulation  is  en- 
tered into,  and  where  the  property  shall  be  dis- 
charged and  final  judgment  shall  have  been  given 
in  the  court  of  last  resort  to  >yhich  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  may  deem  proper  to  cause  such 
proceeding  to  be  carried,  affirming  the  claim  and 
the  right  of  the  person  asserting  the  same  to  en- 
force it,  such  final  judgment  shall  be  deemed,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a  full  and  final  determ- 
ination of  the  rights  of  such  person,  and  shall 
entitle  such  person  as  against  the  United  States 
to  such  rights  as  he  would  have  had  in  case  the 
possession  of  the  property  had  not  been  changed. 
If  such  claim  be  for  the  payment  of  money,  and 
if  the  same  shall  by  such  judgment  be  found  due, 
the  presentation  of  a  duly  authenticated  copy  of 
the  record  of  such  judgment  and  proceedings 
shall  be  sufficient  evidence  to  the  proper  account- 
ing officers  of  the  Treasury  for  the  allowance 
thereof,  and  the  same  is  to  be  thereupon  allowed 
and  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  The  bill  simply  gives  to  the 
Government  the  power,  which  every  private  cit- 
izen has,  to  release  property  from  attachment 
which  the  Government  may  want  to  use.  It 
gives  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  power, 
at  his  discretion,  to  release  property  from  attach- 
ment, instead  of  allowing  it  to  be  tied  up  by  the 
officers  of  the  law.     That  is  the  whole  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  ELIOT  moved  the  previous  question  on 
the  third  reading. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  its  operation 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time;  and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ELIOT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

FIRST  REGIMENT  OF  ILLINOIS  CAVALRY.' 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, submitted  the  followiifg  resolution;  which 
was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Wlicri'as  tlin  papers  in  the  matter  of  the  claims  of  the 
odicLT.s  ajid  privates  of  tUo  first  reyiineiit  of  Illinois  volun- 
teer cavalry,  for  horses  and  other  property  lost  at  the  bailie 
of  Fiexington,  Missonri,  in  September,  1861',  have  been 
withdrawn  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Alfaira  under 
a  misapprehension  of  ihcir-condition  before  such  connnit- 
tee:  Therel'ore, 

Resolved,  That  leave  bo  granted  for  the  return  of  said 
pap(Ts,  and  that  llie  case  remain  as  It  would  had  no  such 
leave  been  granted  and  such  papers  remained  with  the  com- 
mittee. 

COLONEL  JOSEPII  PADDOCK. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, also  8ul)mitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

ficsoliied,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AfTalra  be  In- 
struclad  to  Investlgato  the  claim  of  Colonii!  Joseph  I'ad- 
do«k  for  sorvlucH  as  coanaandant  of  iliu  fll'tU  regiment  In- 


diana volunteers  in  the  Indian  war  of  1810  and  181 1 .  and  the 
war  of  1812  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  the  resolutions  of 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  Warren  county,  Illinois,  of  De- 
cember 17,  1868,  and  of  December,  1SG3,  and  the  petitions 
of  General  E.  A.  Paine  and  others,  and  of  Judge  James 
Thompson  and  others,  praying  the  allowance  thereof,  be  re- 
ferred to  them;  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otlierwise. 

PURCHASE  OF  ROCK  ISLAND  BRIDGES. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois,  also,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  resolutions  relative  to  the 
purchase  of  bridges  from  the  city  of  Rock  Island 
and  the  town  of  Moline,  Illinois;  which  weie  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
TREATY  WITH  OREGON  INDIANS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  business  to  be 
an  act  (S.  No.  25)  to  authorize  the  President  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Klamath,  Modoc,  and 
other  Indian  tribes  in  southeastern  Oregon. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  the 
President  be  authorized  to  conclude  a  treaty  with 
the  Klamath,  Modoc,  and  Snake  Indians  in  south- 
eastern Oregon  for  the  purchase  of  the  country  oc- 
cupied by  them,  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying out  the  provisions  of  the  act  $20,000  be 
appropriated  fi-om  anyjnoney  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time; 
and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 


Mr.  McBRIDE  moved  to  reconsider  Ihp  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

E.  F.  AND  SAMUEL  A.  WOOD. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  for  leave  to  report  back  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  Senate  bill  No.  105,  for  the  re- 
lief of  E.  F.  and  Samuel  A.  Wood,  and  that  it 
be  now  acted  upon. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  object. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  bonds  provided  for  by  this 
bill  were  lost  by  the  destruction  of  the  Golden 
Gate.  I  do  not  see  how  there  can  be  any  objec- 
tion to  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Iowa 
objects. 

FRAUD  UPON  THE  TREASURY.    * 

Mr.  WASHBURN^,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  a  bill  requiring  the 
proof  of  the  payment  of  duty  on  foreign  salt  be- 
fore the  payment  of  allowances  provided  by  acts 
of  July  29,  1813,  and  March  3,  1819,  and  that  it 
be  put  on  its  passage.  The  bill  is  founded  upon 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that 
it  is  necessary  to  prevent  frauds  which  are  now 
committed.  Fishermen  defraud  theTreasury  by 
purchasing  salt  abroad,  and  therefore  escape  the 
payment  of  duty  upon  salt  purchased  at  homo. 
I  tried  to  get  it  in  once  before,  but  it  was  object- 
ed to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Would  it  not  more  properly 
come  in  as  an  amendment  to  the  tariff  bill  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  tariff. 

Mr.  STEVENS.    I  do  not  object. 

Mr.  SWEAT.  Does  the  bill  come  from  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House.' 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  is  the 
unanimous  report  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  it  has 
been  mislaid.  He  states  that  these  fishermen  pur- 
chase their  salt  abroad,  and  thus  defraud  the  rev- 
enue. These  men  have  bounties  given  to  them, 
and  I  think  that  it  is  ungracious  for  them  to  at- 
tempt to  defraud  the  Government  by  the  purchase 
of  salt  abroad. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  WASHBUliNE,ofIllinois,  demanded  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  questiifli  ordered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  tirne;  and  being  engrossed, it  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.'WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  bo 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  lattpr  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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SOLDIERS  OF  THE  WAR  OF  1812. 

On  motion  ofMr.  SPALDING,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Private  Calendar  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  (H.R.  No.  266)  grant- 
ing pensions  to  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  war 
of  1812,  and  the  same  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  DEMING.  I  call  for  the  regular  ord^r  of 
business. 

RAILROAD  TO  NKW  TORK. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness is  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.R.  No.  307) 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Dem- 
ING,]  to  declare  certain  railroads  miHtary  and 
post  roads,  and  to  regulate  commerce;  on  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Rogers] 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  desire  to  yield  ten  minutes 
of  my  time  to  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Starr.] 

Mr.  STARR.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  feel  it  to  be  a 
duty  1  owe  to  my  constituents,  and  also  the  State 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  part  upon  this 
floor,  to  oppose  the  passage  of  this  bill.  In  my 
plain  way  I  shall  attempt  to  give  to  this  House 
my  reasons  for  so  doing. 

The  corporations  askingfor  this  law  were  char- 
tered by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, suDJect  to  an  act  passed  in  the  year  1832,  de- 
claring that  it  should  not  be  lawful  to  construct 
any  other  railroad  than  those  of  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  Railroad  Company  to  transport  passen- 
gers or  freight  across  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
between  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  which  spe- 
cial privilege  expires  in  the  year  1869.  By  the 
acceptance  by  these  companies  of  the  acts  of  in- 
corporation, subject  to  these  provisions,  they  vol- 
untarily bound  themselves  to  the  observance  of 
its  provisions. 

Here  is  a  contract  that  has  been  affirmed  and 
reaffirmed  by  the  contracting  parties,  and  by  the 
courts  whenever  its  validity  has  been  questioned, 
and  subject  to  this  contract  these  corporations 
accepted  their  charters. 

Now,  sir,  these  companies  come  here  asking 
Congress,  in  defiance  of  the  power  creating  them, 
against  their  own  express  obligations  to  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  that  gave  them  existence,  to  vio- 
late the  laws,  the  very  laws  of  that  State  by  virtue 
of  which  liiey  exist.  Will  this  House,  without 
some  overpowering  necessity,  take  away,  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  the  jurisdiction  and  power  of 
the  State  itself  over  the  corporations  within  her 
limits  and  of  lier  own  creating,  and  destroy  the 
vested  rights  of  the  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  who 
hold  their  property  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the 
State,  now  attempted  to  be  thrust  aside,  not,  as  I 
bejieve,  from  any  necessities  of  the  country  at 
this  time,  but  rather  to  relieve  the  necessities  of 
the  English  bondholders,  who  hold  the  $600,000 
of  the  bonds  of  these  corporations,  now  pressing 
the  passage  of  this  law.' 

Let  me  here  say  that  no  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
my  State  or  the  citizens  thereof  would  be  too  great 
at  this  time  if  the  necessities  of  the  country  re- 
quired it;  bul^as  we  have  always  been  ready  with 
our  blood  and  our  treasure  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  country,  we  have  a  right  to  ask  of 
this  H"ouse  to  stand  by  us,  and  not  override  our 
laws,  destroy  our  contracts,  and  take  out  of  our 
control  the  corporations  of  our  own  creation, and 
upon  our  own  soil.  More  especially  have  we  a 
right  to  ask  it  when  it  is  patent  to  every  one  who 
has  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  the  merits  of 
this  act,  that  it  has  been  gotten  up  and  pushed  for- 
ward solely  and  entirely  for  the  purposes  of  pri- 
vate speculation. 

If  there  is  any  public  necessity  for  the  passage 
of  this  law  it  must  be  for  military  or  postal  pur- 
poses. Congress  has  already  passed  a  law  in- 
vesting the  President  with  power  to  take  posses- 
sion of  or  use  these  railroads  for  such  purposes; 
BO  that  the  whole  objectand  intention  of  this  law 
is  to  annul  and  set  aside  the  laws  of  New  Jersey 
at  the  instance  and  for  the  benefit  of  foreign  and 
domestic  speculators.  Not  only  set  aside  our 
laws,  but  it  is  also  n  direct  appeal  from  the  de- 
cisions of  our  courts  to  these  Hulls,  unprecedented, 
as  I  believe,  in  the  history  of  the  country.  When 
liefore  has  Congress  been  asked  to  override  the 
decisions  of  the  courts,  and  who  and  what  are 
these  applicnnla  demanding  such  unprecedented 


legislation?  Ami  not  justifiable,  in  the  name  and 
in  behalf  of  my  State,  to  protest  against  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  that  can  in  nowise  benefit  the 
country,  while  it  destroys  private  rights,  private 
properly,  and  wipes  out  the  laws  of  a  sovereign 
State,  and  sets  at  defiance  the  decisions  of  its 
highest  courts.' 

Mr.  ROGERS.  This  proposed  legislation  be- 
fore the  House  is  one  that  has  never  been  pro- 
posed to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  before 
in  the  history  of  this  country.  It  is  an  unusual 
and  unprecedented  attempt  to  transfer»the  power 
and  jurisdiction  of  a  State  over  its  railroads  and 
canals  located  solely  within  the  lines  of  that  State 
to  the  Halls  of  Congress,  and  to  override  and  set 
at  naught  the  decisions  of  the  courtsof  New  Jer- 
sey in  reference  to  one  of  its  own  domestic  rail- 
way systems,  established  by  its  own  sovereign 
power,  within  its  own  jurisdiction,  and  only  on 
its  own  soil. 

I  cannot  believe,  if  the  House  understand  this 
question,  that  they  will  for  a  moment  recognize 
this  attempted  unfair  and  unjust  legislation  upon 
theStateof  New  Jersey;  that  State  that  has  cheer- 
fully responded  to  every  call  for  men  made  upon 
her,  which  has  always  been  true  to  the  Union, 
true  to  the  best  and  noblest  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, always  foremost  in  furnishing  her  respective 
quotas,  whose  troops  in  the  field  have  shown  a 
bravery  and  patriotism  unequaled  in  the  history 
of  the  world,  whose  railroads  and  canals  have  al- 
ways been  at  the  service  of  the  Government  in  for- 
warding troops  and  military  supplies,  and  has  ex- 
tended to  the  Administration  every  means  in  her 
power  to  assist  him  in  putting  down  this  rebellion. 
The  bill  proposeH  to  be  passed  has  no  parallel  in 
the  history  of  legislation  in  this  country.  It  is  a 
direct  strike  at  the  rights  and  chartered  interests 
of  a  corporation  of  the  State,  whose  privileges 
have  been  guarantied  to  them  by  the  solemn  con- 
tract and  plighted  faith  of  the  State. 

The  bill  declares  that  the  Camden  and  Atlantic 
Railroad  Company  and  the  branches  thereof,  built 
and  to  be  built,  and  the  railroad  of  the  Raritan 
and  Delaware  Bay  Railroad  Company  and  the 
branches  thereof,  built  and  to  be  built,  are  llereby 
declared  to  be  lawful  structures  and  public  high- 
ways of  the  United  States;  that  the  said  railroads 
anti  branches,  with  a  ferry  or  ferries  from  Camden, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  Philadelphia,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  steamboats  and 
other  vessels  from  Port  Monmouth,  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  to  the  city  of  New  York,  running  in 
connection  with  said  roads,  are  hereby  establislied 
and  recognized  as  a  post  route,  military  road  and 
public  highway  of  the  United  States  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  transmission  of  the  mails,  troops,  and 
munitions  of  war  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
transportation  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
of  foreign  growth  across  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
under  permits  granted  by  the  collectors  of  ports 
of  the  United  States  authorized  to  grant  the  same, 
and  for  commerce  among  and  between  the  several 
States  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Camden 
and  Atlantic  Railroad  Compnny  and  the  Raritan 
and  Delaware  Bay  Railroad  Company,  chartered 
by  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  or  either  of  them 
or  their  assigns,  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  complete,  maintain,  and  operate  the 
saidrailroadsand  branches, andto establish,  main- 
tain, and  run  the  said  ferries,  steamboats,  and  other 
vessels  as  a  line  of  transportation  for  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  of  all  descriptions,  and  passen- 
gers, between  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, and  between  the  intermediate  places  and 
said  cities  respectively,  and  for  commerce  be- 
tween and  among  the  several  States  of  the  United 
States,  anything  in  any  law  or  laws  of  the  above- 
named  States  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

I  claim  there  is  no  necessity  for  this  legislation, 
and  that  if  there  was  there  is  no  warrant  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  that  will  allow 
Congress  through  her  Representatives  from  other 
States  of  this  Union  to  interfere  with  the  local  rail- 
way system  of  any  individual  State  which  it  has 
incorporated  merely,  foe  the  purpose  ofdoingbusi- 
ness  within  its  limits.  This  bill  before  the  House 
is  not  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  this  rail- 
road a  mere  post  route;  it  is  not  a  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  regulating  commerce  among  the  sev- 
eral States;  but  it  is  a  bill  giving  to  two  corpora- 
tions which  are  creatures  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  which  derive  their  sole  power  through 
the  Legislature  of  that  State,  to  tlo  the  business 


of  common  carriers  against  the  contract  they 
made  with  the  State  when  they  became  creatures 
of  it  by  virtue  of  the  charters  which  gave  them 
power  to  run  railroads  between  particular  points 
in  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  doing  a  local  busi- 
ness. 

It  is  not  then  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  these 
post  roads;  it  is  not  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
claring them  military  roads;  it  is  not  a  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  regulating  commerce  between  the  sev- 
eral States  of  this  Union  under  the  grant  of  power 
given  to  Congress  under  the  organic  law;  but  it  is 
a  mere  bill  to  en  rich  Wall  street  speculators  in  New 
York,  and  English  capitalists  who  own  $700,000  of 
this  stock,  and  come  here  to  induce  Congress  to 
make  worthless  roads,  the  stock  of  which  is  worth 
but  twenty  cents  on  the  dollar,  sell  in  the  market 
for  one  hundred, and  thereby  transfer  the  capital 
of  New  Jersey  and  of  the  United  States  to  Eng- 
land for  the  pur^jose  of  fitting  out  piratical  vessels 
to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  this  country,  and 
to  break  down  and  destroy  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples'which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  national 
existence. 

They  are  trying  to  make  this  a  political  ques- 
tion. This  immense  body  of  Wall  street  specu- 
lators come  here  for  the  purpose  of  filling  their 
pockets  at  the  expense  of  the  loyal  people  of  New 
Jersey.  They  have  and  endeavor  to  get  votes  for 
this  bill  from  the  other  side  of  this  House  by  pre- 
tending that  this. is  a  political  question.  I  say  it 
is  no  political  question.  It  is  a  question  which' 
interests  the  State  of  New  Jersey  and  the  whole 
railroad  system  of  the  Union,  because  it  is  to  set- 
tle whether  the  States  shall  regulate  their  own 
railroad,  canal,  turnpike,  and  transportation  sys- 
tems, or  whether  they  shall  be  regulated  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

I  believe  if  my  honorable  friend  [Mr.  Dem- 
ing]  who  reported  this  bill  understood  the  history 
of  the  railroad  legislation  of  New  Jersey,  he  would 
withdraw  the  report  which  he  pretends  and  as- 
serts was  made  unanimously  by  the  committee, 
when  but  four  or  five  members  were  present  when 
the  matter  was  passed  upon  by  the  committee.  In 
1830,  when  scarcely  any  railroads  had  been  es- 
tablished in  this  country,  when  there  was  no  rail- 
road communication  between  the  great  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia and  New  York 

Mr.  DEMING.  Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  to  allege  that  this  report 
was  not  made  unanimously? 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  was  told  that  four  members 
of  the  committee  were  not  present  and  did  not 
agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee.  If  I  am 
wrong  I  am  willing  to  be  corrected. 

Mr.  DEMING.  I  merely  wish  to  correct  an 
error  in  fact. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  How  many  members  of  the 
committee  were  present  when  the  report  was 
agreed  to  ? 

Mr.  DOMING.  At  the  time  the  bill  was  agreed 
to  I  think  there  were  five  or  six  members  of  the 
committee  present,  and  those  who  were  not  then 
present  have  since  assented  to  the  report. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I.  have  it  from  a  member  of 
the  committee  that  they  did  not  agree  to  this  re- 
port. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  think  this  matter  should 
be  set  right  at  the  start.  I  would  like, to  know 
what  member  of  the  committee  has  made  such  a 
statement  outside  of  the  committee.  It  was  my 
distinct  understanding  that  the  report  was  unan- 
imous. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  decline  to  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman any  longer,  as  I  have  but  an  hour's  tim^, 
which  will  compel  me  to  make  a  hurried  and  very 
rapid  discussion. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Then  I  call  the  gentleman 
to  order.  It  is  not  proper  to  refer  to  what  took 
place  in  the  committee.  The  gentleman  is  trav- 
eling out  of  his  record  and  referring  to  conversa- 
tions with  a  member  of  the  committee,  disclosing 
to  him  what  took  place  in  a  committee  of  this 
House  in  regard  to  a  difference  of  opinion  among 
its  members,  when  there  was  none  really,  and 
when  there  is  no  minojiity  report. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  professes 
to  state  what  occurred  in  the  committee-room  he 
is  clearly  out  of  order.  The  informal  conversa 
tion  of  gentlemen  out  of  the  committee-room,  aa 
to  what  took  place  in  the  committee,  is  only  a 
question  resting  on  their  own  veracity.  No  mem- 
ber has  a  light  upon  the  floor  of  the  House  to 
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spcalc  of  the  proceedings  in  commiltce;  but  in- 
formal conversations  as  to  the  assent  or  disoent 
of  any  particular  meml'er  of  llic  coinmiuee,  as 
staled  liy  him  to  any  member,  may  of  course  be 
referred  to. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  1  was  staling  my  information 
obtained  from  a  member  when  not  in  committee, 
and  the  vote  will  show,  ujion  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill,  that  several  of  the  committee  will  not 
support  it. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Then  I  will  so  far  interrupt 
the  gentleman  as  to  say  that  this  report  was  un- 
derstood to  be  assented  to  by  every  member  of  the 
committee;  and  I  ask  now  that  thegentleman  who 
gave  (litferent  information  be  named.  [Cries  of 
"Order!"  "Order!"] 

INIr.  ROGERS.  I  was  proceeding  to  say  that 
at  a  lime  when  there  was  no  railroad  to  New 
York,  and  no  means  of  rcaciiing  that  city  by  rail- 
road communication  from  any  point  of  this  Union, 
the  Legislature  of  New  Jerseyy^n  1830,  chartered 
the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  and  Transpor- 
tation Company  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
a  railroad  from  Camden  to  Amboy,  and  thus  by 
water  make  a  through  line  from  Philadelphia  to 
New  York.  At  that  time  it  was  supposed  that 
the  investment  would  be  a  hazardous  one,  and  it 
was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  capitalists 
could  be  induced  to  invest  their  means  in  the  un- 
dertaking, and  on  that  account  the  Legislature 
of  New  Jersey  bound  themselves  that  if  the  com- 
pany would  build  this  road  from  Philadelphia  to 
New  York,  during  the  time  the  charter  lasted, 
which  will  expire  in  1869,  they  would  authorize 
noothercorporation  to  compete  with  them  in  the 
through  business  between  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, and  it  was  only  because  of  these  exclu- 
eive  privileges  given  to  the  corporation  that  this 
company  established  this  railroad  communication 
between  the  two  great  cities,  which  was  one  of 
the  first  railroads  ever  established  in  this  coun- 
try. 

Its  charter  provided  that  in  thirty  years  from 
the  completion  of  the  road  the  State  might  take 
it,  at  its  appraised  value,  and  that  the  company 
should  pay,  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes,  ten  cents 
for  each  passenger  and  fifteen  cents  for  each  ton 
of  merchandise  transported  on  the  road,  and  pro- 
Tided  that  if  the  State  should  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  any  other  railroad  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  passengers  across  the  State  from  New 
York  to  Philadelphia,  within  three  miles  of  the 
termini  of  the  said  company's  road,  the  tax  should 
cense. 

By  a  supplement  passed  February  4, 1831,  the 
tax  was  limited  to  passengers  and  goods  trans- 
ported from  the  Delaware  to  the  Raritan.  The 
company  at  that  time,  deeming  the  investment 
doubtful,  were  unwilling  lo  be  bound  to  pay  taxes 
beyond  svhat  would  be  a  fair  ratio  on  the  amount 
of  business  transacted.  It  is  charged  upon  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  that  she  taxes  the  citizens  of 
other  States  who  travel  over  her  territory.  The 
charge  is  false.  It  is  immaterial  whether  the 
passenger  be  a  citizen  of  New  York  or  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  whether  he  gets  on  the  cars  at  Camden  or 
Bordentown.  She  never  taxed  the  passengers 
one  cent  for  crossing  the  State,  and  onlyadopted 
that  mode  of  taxing  the  business  of  the  road. 
Each  State  has  its  own  mode  and  manner  of  tax- 
ing its  corporations.  The  company  have  to  pay 
this  ta.^  upon  all  passengers  that  ride  from  Bor- 
dentown, in  New  Jersey,  on  the  Delaware,  to  the 
Ruritun,  whether  theycome  from  Philadclphiaor 
New  York,  or  are  citizens  of  the  State.  There 
is  no  discrimination  in  taxing  the  comjiany, 
whether  the  passengers  go  across  the  whole  Slate 
or  not,  whether  they  are  Jorseymen  or  citizrns 
of  another  State.  It  is  a  tax  simply  upon  the 
business  of  the  road,  upon  the  same  principle  of 
our  internal  revenue  act. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1831,  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  Railroad  Company, mid  ihe  Delawareand 
Ruritan  Canal  Coiripany,  Ixilli  of  whose  charters 
were  granted  at  llie  flnnict  time,  were  consolidated 
into  one  company,  and  the  fare  l)ct  wren  Piiiladel- 
phia  and  New  York  was  limited  to  tlirro  dollars, 
winch  is  li.'s.s  than  is  chiitgcd  upon  most  of  the 
roads  of  the  Stale,  and  upon  the  roads  bi'tw<^i  n 
here  and  Philadelphia.  It  is  a  short  road,  and  had 
sixty-six  mile.'j  of  railroad  and  thirty  miles  i.f- 
water  coiniiuinication;  ihn  whole  route  Ixiiig  only 
nbout  tlireu  centa  a  mile,  which  is  less  than  any 
railroad  of  ihut  short  distance  charged.    The  ex- 


pense of  running  a  short  road  is  much  more  in 
proportion  than  a  long  road;  hence  the  New  York 
Ceniral  or  Erie  raiUoad  can  !\lTord  to  run  for  a 
less  price  ]U'r  mile  than  a  short  road. 

In  1832  the  joint  companies  were  authorized  to 
transter  to  the  State  one  thousand  shares  of  stock 
in  addition  to  the  same  amount  previously  given, 
and  were  to  guaranty  that  the  transit  duty  and 
the  dividends  on  such  stock  should  amount  to 
$30,000  annually,  and  the  act  declared  that  it 
should  not  be  lawful  at  any  time  during  the  rail- 
road charter  to  construct  any  other  railroad  in  the 
State  without  the  consent  of  the  said  companies, 
which  should  be  intended  or  used  for  the  trans- 
portation of  passengers  or  merchandise  between 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

In  1837,  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  char- 
tered anotherrailroad  by  authorizingthc  jointcom- 
panies  to  construct  a  branch  railroad  irom  New 
Brunswick  to  Trenton  and  Bordentown,  thus  con- 
necting the  New  Jersey  railroad,  which  runs  from 
Jersey  City  to  New  Brunswick,  with  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Trenton  railroad  at  Trenton  and  the 
Camden  and  Amboy  at  Bordentown,  thus  making 
a  new  line  of  communication  between  New  York 
^nd  Philadelphia  independent  of  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  line.  In  1852,  the  Legislature  of  New  Jer- 
sey chartered  another  railroad,  which  is  one  of  the 
roads  that  are  now  asking  for  these  special' priv- 
ileges. It  authorized  the  Camden  and  Atlantic 
Railroad  Company  to  build  a  railroad  from  Cam- 
den to  Absecom  inlet,  now  Atlantic  City,  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  local  business  between  those 
two  points.  The  Legislature  afterwards,  in  1854, 
chartered  another  railroad  company,  the  Raritan 
and  Delaware  Bay  railroad,  (thaother  line  named 
in  this  bill,)  to  construct  a  road  from  some  suita- 
ble point  on  Raritan  bay  east  of  the  village  of  Key- 
port,  in  the  county  of  iVIonmouth,  by  the  way  of 
certain  designated  places,  to  Cape  Island,  on  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  local 
business  between  these  two  particular  points. 
The  charters  of  these  roads  were  subject  to  the 
charter  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad.  These 
roads  when  they  accepted  their  charter  knew  that 
they  had  no  right  to  compete  in  business  with  the 
joint  companies,  and  they  took  their  charters  with 
full  knowledge  of  the  exclusive  privilegesgran ted 
by  the  State  to  the  joint  companies. 

After  thus  taking  their  charters,  they  come  here 
to  Congress  and  ask  Representatives  from  Ohio, 
from  New  York,  and  other  States,  men  of  the 
East  and  men  of  the  West,  to  trample  upon  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  trample  upon 
the  decisions  of  her  courts,  to  destroy  her  domestic 
railroad  communications,  and  place  them  under 
the  sole  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  Whe;i 
the  Raritan  and  Delaware  Railroad  Company 
were  about  completing  their  road  they  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Com- 
pany, making  proposals  in  which  they  admit  they 
could  not  go  to  Camden  without  the  consent  of 
the  joint  companies.  Are  the  Representatives  of 
the  eastern  .middle,  border,  or  western  States  will- 
ing to  open  such  a  door  to  fraud,  and  let  it  walk 
forth  in  bold  and  undisturbed  impunity? 

These  roads  were  chartered  in  1852  and  1854. 
Seven  years  after  the  last  charter,  in  1861,  these 
two  companies  entered  into  a  joint  contract  to 
connect  their  roads,  so  as  to  make  a  through  route 
from  New  York  to  Philadelphia,  and  one  of  them, 
the  Raritan  and  Delaware  13ay  Company,  began 
to  build  a  branch  road  from  Atsion  to  Jackson, 
where  it  connects  with  the  Camden  and  Atlantic 
railroad,  for  which  they  had  no  right  at  all  in 
their  charter.  The  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad 
Company  and  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal 
Company,  believing  that  the  object  of  this  was 
to  doa  through  business  bcwcen  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  and  thus  interfere  with  their  vested 
rights,  in  July,  1862,  filed  a  bill  of  complaint  in 
the  court  of  chancery  of  New  Jersey  against  them 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  intended  con- 
nection, alleging  it  to  be.  illegal,  an  invasion  of 
tlnnr  rights,  undertaken  in  bad  faith  and  with  the 
intention  to  use  them  for  transporlaiion  of  jias- 
.seiiger.M  or  freight  from  New  York  to  Philadel- 
l)liia.  That  bill  was  answered  under  the  solemn 
oailiB  of  the  presidents  and  directors  of  these  two 
iHilroad  companies.  They  declared  bcfinc  God, 
and  on  their  solemn  oaths  in  the  high  court  of 
chaiicfiy  of  Ni'w  Jersey,  that  they  had  no  inten- 
tion of  I'.onnecling  their  roads  for  the  inirpose  ol' 
doin^  tjirough  buBiiicBH.     I  now  icnJ  from  ilic 


opinion  of  the  chancellor  in  that  case  to  show 
to  what  they  swore:      "  _ 

"  'J'liry  nl?o  deny  Hint  they  intPnd  in  any  wny  to  violate 
tUc  c-liiirlcrcil  ri^iliLsol'ilie  cniiiplaiiiaiits,or  tliattliey  intend 
iluriii':  their  existence  to  violate  nrnjof  the  alUs-cd  exclusive 
privile!;csof  the  complainants.  And  llie  ilct'endaiits,  all  und 
racli  oi'  tliom,  declare  tliat  it  is  not  and  never  lia»  heen  tlieir 
intention,  liy  tlic  construction  of  flioir  railroad,  or  its  con- 
nections with  tht!  Camden  and  Atlantic  railroad,  or  other- 
wise, to  interfere  with  the  complainants'  chartered  rights 
hy  con)peting  vviih  the  railroad  of  the  complaiiianti  by  the 
trau.«portation  of  passengers  or  merchandise  between  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  or  otherwise." — 
Page  5. 

The  chancellor  decided  that  because  the  com- 
panies had  sworn  that  they  were  simply  making 
this  connection  for  the  .purpose  of  doing  local 
business,  which  they  had  a  right  to  do,  the  ap- 
plication for  the  injunction  must  be  denied,  and 
the  joint  companies  were  turned  out  of  court. 

After  this  decision  was  made,  they  proceeded 
to  finish  their  road  and  connecting  branch,  and 
used  every  means  to  attract  the  freight  business 
between  New  York  and  Philadelphia  over  their 
line,  and  began  to  carry  freight  and  imssengers 
through  from  city  to  city. 

The  joint  companies  then  filed  a  supplemental 
bill  charging  the  facts  and  demanding  the  inter- 
position of  the  court. 

The  Raritan  and  Delaware*Bay  Company  pro- 
cured their  connection  with  Philadelphia  by  bad 
faith  to  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Company,  and 
avoided  an  injunction  to  prevent  such  connection 
by  deceiving  the  court,  and  swearing  that  they  had 
no  intention  to  use  the  roads  for  through  busi- 
ness, while  the  contrary  was  their  manifest  intent. 

In  this  case,  upon  the  supplemental  bill,  the 
chancellor  decided  that  they  had  a  right  to  do  a 
local  business,  but  that  they  had  no  right  to  do  a 
through  freight  or  passenger  business  between 
Philadelphia  and  New  York;  and  he  granted  a 
perpetual  injunction  against  them  to  prevent  them 
from  doing  a  through  business  in  the  future.  I 
refer  to  the  opinion  of  the  chancellor  to  show  how 
much  the  oaths  of  these  gentlemen  are  worth,  and 
that  the  law  is  clear  upon  the  exclusive  privileges 
of  the  joint  companies.  They  took  a  solemn  oath 
before  the  court  and  high  Heaven,  and  after  viola- 
ting thatsolcmnteath  ask  Congress  to  sustain  them 
in  their  perfidy.  I  read  from  the  opinion  of  the 
chancellor,  to  sustain  the  position  that  the  contract 
between  the  State  and  thejoint  companies  is  a  law- 
ful and  constitutional  one: 

"ft  is  difficulttoconcciveof  a  more  express  engagement 
on  the  part  of  ihc  State,  or  of  a  clearer  recognition  of  the 
exclusive  rights  of  the  companies,  than  is  contained  in  these 
statutes.  Whatever  doubts  inny  be  entertained  as  to  the 
construction  of  tlie  contract,  there  can  be  none  as  to  the 
fact  of  making  it. 

"That  the  engagement  is  not  in  the  form  of  a  contract 
renders  it  none  the  less  obligatory.  It  is  the  form  in  whicli 
the  faith  of  the  State  is  usually  pledged,  and  in  which  con- 
tracts with  corporations,  touching  the  exercise  of  exclusive 
franchises  under  legislative  authority,  are  entered  into." 

"  The  contract  is  founded  upon  a  valuable  consideration 
paid  by  Hie  companies.  ^^ 

"  It  w.as  made  as  an  induccnient  lo  private  enterprise  and 
private  capital  to  construct  an  important  highway  required 
for  public  travel  and  the  convenience  of  connnerce,  and 
whicli  it  was  incumbent  upon  the  State  in  its  sovereign  ca- 
pacity to  provide  either  directly  by  its  own  means  or  through 
the  agency  of  others."        ****** 

"Tlie  existence  and  validity  of  the  gi*nt  of  exclusive 
privileges  by  the  State  to  the  complainants,  which  they  ask 
to  be  protected,  are  satisfactorily  established." 

"The  complainants'  rights  arc  clear  and  unquestiOMcd. 
They  have  been  in  the  actual  enjoyment  of  their  franchise 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  The  rietendants  by  using  or 
permitting  their  roads  to  be  used  fiir  thecstablislinient  of  a 
through  route  for  the  transportation  of  freight  and  passen- 
gers between  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  have 
exceeded  Ihe  powers  conferred  upop  them  and  interfered 
Willi  the  riglits  and  the  property  of  the  complainants.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  charters  of  the  defendant  corporations  or 
of  cither  of  them  whicli  expressly  or  by  implication  confers 
the  power  of  establishing  such  route  or  the  iVaitelii.-e  of  tak- 
ing tolls  thereon.  'J'lie  Ijegislatnro  eannm  be  presumed  to 
hav(^  inletnled  or  contemplated  anvcraiit  ineonsisirnl  with 
themanilcsKlesisnofllieeliartersoflliedelVnd.iMts.  VVh.'Ih- 
ertlie  eoinplainanl-' rij;lits  have  Iilm'h  invaded  liy  a  mislako 
or  a  IVandiili'nt  exercise  ol' |i(nver  is  immaterial.  In  cilher 
cventtlii^yari'  rntillcd  lo  have  (heir  riiilUs  |)rotccled  and  the 
wronc  siippressi'd.  The  complaiManis  arc  entitled  to  an 
injunction  restraining  the  defendanls  from  using  or  permit- 
ting to  be  iisc'd  their  roads,  or  either  of  them,  for  the  pur- 
pose complained  of,  ]mrsuanl  to  the  prayer  of  liic  supple- 
mental bill." 

It  is  a  well-sctlled  rule  of  law  that  publicgraiits 
arc  to  be  coustrucd  striclly;  and  in  cases  of  grants 
of  franc,);ises  by  the  public  to  a  private  corpora- 
lion,  any  ambiguity  in  the  terms  of  the  charter 
must  operate  against  the  corporation  and  in  favor 
of  the  jiublic.      The   corporate   body  can  take 
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notlyng  not  clearly  given  by  its  charter.  (Pro- 
prietors of  StO!ubricl<;o  Canal  vs.  Wlieely,  2  Barn. 
&.  A(l.,793;Beaty  us.  Lessee  of  Knowler,  4  Peters, 
168;  Prov.  Bank  vs.  Billings,  4 Peters,  514;  United 
States  vs.  Afcdondo,  6  Peters,  738;  Charles  River 
Brid-e  vs.  Warren  Bridge,  11  Peters,  4^;  Rich- 
mond R.  R.  Co.  vs.  Louisa  R.  R.  Co., T3How., 
81;  Proprietors  of  Bridges  «s.  Hoboken  Land  Co., 
2  Beasley,  81.)  This  shows  that  the  companies 
named  in  this  bill  have  no  authority  to  estnidi.'sh 
a  through  business  between  New  York  and  Phil- 
adelphia; neither  have  they  a  right  to  permit 
the.se  roads  to  be  used  for  that  purpose.  They 
cannot  jointly  do  what  neither  can  lawfully  do; 
nor  can  they  effect  by  the  agency.of  another  what 
they  cannot  do  themselves. 

Tli«  corporations  asking  for  this  legislation 
are  creatures  of  New  Jersey  for  limited  and  spe- 
cified purposes,  with  reserved  powers,  are  distinct 
bodies,  each  to  do  local  business  between  defined 
points.  This  bill  in  effect  consolidates  them  into 
one,  with  additional  powers  of  extension,  divests 
the  State  of  her  sovereign  jurisdiction  over  them 
within  her  own  limits  and  upon  her  own  soil.  It 
is  claimed  under  the  Constitution,  which  gives 
power  to  Congress  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations  and  among  the  several  States  and 
to  establish  post  ofRces  and  post  roads.  Congress 
has  no  such  power  as  is  claimed  in  this  case,  but 
under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the 
several  States  it  has  a  right  to  pass  general  laws 
applicable  alike  to  all  the  States  to  regulate  com- 
merce among  them,  but  that  is  a  very  different 
power  from  that  of  consolidating  bodies  corporate 
specially  by  name,  within  a  single  State,  with 
power  to  extend  branch  roads  everywhere  in  the 
State  and  do  the  bu.siness  of  common  carriers.  It 
WHS  a  well-settled  principle  of  the  common  law 
that  if  one  had  a  ferry  by  prescription  and  an- 
other erected  another  ferry  so  near  it  as  to  draw 
away  its  custom  it  was  a  nuisance.  The  same 
principle  applies  to  the  exclusive  privileges  given 
the  joint  companies.  The  corporations  applying 
for  this  legislation  have  gone  beyond  the  powers 
which  their  charters  give  them.  The  friends  of 
this  bill  say  that  these  exclusive  privileges  and 
taxes  imposed  upon  the  joint  companies  are  in 
violation  of  the  right  of  Congress  to  regulate  com- 
merce among  the  several  States. 

To  sustainmysclf  upon  this  point  I  refer  to  a 
case  in  the  su|)reme  court  of  New  Jersey,  be- 
tween the  Stateof  New  Jersey  and  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  and  Western  Railroad  Company, 
decided  February  term,  1864.  The  object  of  this 
suit  was  to  lest  the  validity  of  a  claim  for  tax  al- 
leged to  be  due  from  the  defendants: 

"  Thi.-;  teiitli  section  provides  '  that  all  coi'poratimis  regu- 
larly tloinf;bu.«in(;ss  in  tliis  State,  and  not  lieijijr corporations 
of  the  State,  shall  be  assessed  and  taxed  I'or  and  in  respect 
ot'  the  bnsiness  so  by  them  done  and  transacted  in  this  State, 
in  manner  followinj;,  thai  is  to  say:  Evtny  sueh  company 
shall  pay  a  transit  duty  olthicc  cents  on  every  passenger 
and  two  cents  on  every  ton  of  goods,  wares,  and  ineiclian- 
dise,  or  other  articles  carried  or  transported  by  or  lor  such 
company  on  any  railroad  or  canal  in  this  State,  for  any  dis- 
tance e.xeeedin;;  ten  miles,  r .\cept  passengers  and  IVcight 
transported  exclusively  within  the  State.'         *        *        * 

"  It  is  insisted  by  the  counsel  of  the  defendants  that  it  is  in 
violation  of  the  eifjiith  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates,  which  confers  upon  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  Tiations  and  among  the  severat  States.  It  is 
claimed  that  this  power  conferred  on  Congress  has  been 
adjudged  to  be  exelusivc,  and  that  any  attempt  on  the  part 
of  a  State  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  States,  by  inter- 
fering with  its  freedom,  or  making  hostile  or  burdensome 
discriminations, is  an  infringement  of  that  power,  and  void." 

"  And  it  may  be  added,  the  local  necessities  of  domestic 
intercourse,  '  vvherothesubjeetsof  wiehintercourse,'  (con- 
tinues .ludge  Curlis,)  <  are  in  their  nature  national  and  re- 
i|Uiringnni(brni  system  of  regulation,  may  justly  be  said  to 
rccinirc  exclusive  legislation  by  Congress.' 

'•  Where  commerce  isof  this  national  character,  there  is 
no  constitutional  or  legalpower  in  a  State  to  interrupt,  im- 
pede, or  regulate  it.  But  when  it  has  not  such  national  but 
a  local  character,  the  States  do  many  things  to  regulate  it, 
and  some  that  more  or  less  cflVct  commercial  i-ntercoursc 
wilhoiu  any  violation  of  the  Constiluliou.  Laws,  for  ex- 
ample, for  the  regulation  of  pilotsand  pilotage  arCnotques- 
tioiied  as  to  their  eonstitutionnliiy.  'J'he  regulation  of  the 
tari's  ami  tolls  on  turnpikes,  railroads,  and  ferries,  even  di- 
rectly bei  ween  two  .States,  are  wholly  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion ol  the  Suite,  and  suc-h  power  has  luieu  continually  ex- 
e]cisi-d,:ind  in  the  cascof  tlie  Chosen  Freeholders  ofllud- 
son  County  us.  the  State,  '<,  Zabiiskie  1!.,  7.10,  It  was  held 
by  the  court  of  errors  that  the  exercise  of  sueh  power  was 
in  nowise  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  ihe  Constitution." 

"  Ooo.s  the  act  in  (piestion  altempt  toinlenuptor  to  re>'- 
nlale  emumcree;  or  to  itnpose'dniies  or  imposts  on  exports 
or  imports.' 

"  U  docs  not  Kxclude  from  the  Statu  any  clasa  o!"  per- 


sons or  of  property,  or  of  vessels,  or  other  vehicles  of  trans- 
portation; as  did  the  act  of  New  York,  which  granted  to 
certain  individuals  the  exclusive  use  of  its  waters  for  navi- 
gation by  vessels  propelled  by  fire  or  steam,  and  which  was 
cteelared  tft  be  unconstitutional  in  Gibbons  vs.  Ogden,  9 
Wheat.  R.,  1."         ****.** 

"It  imposes  no  Impost,  tax,  tribute,  or  duty,  directly  or 
indirectly,  on  passengers  or  goods,  and  is  not  within  the 
principles  of  the  Passenger  cases,  ^7  How.,  page  283,)  nor 
docs  it  impede  theexport  of  any  article  by  requiring  stamps 
upon  bills  of  lading,  or  otlierwise,  and  is  not  within  the  rul- 
ing of  AIney  vs.  The  State  of  California,  (24  How.  R.,  1G9.) 
It  makes  no  discrimination  between  the  property  of  citi- 
zens of  this  State  or  other  States.  Nor  are  the  passengers 
or  owners  of  goods,  or  the  goods  themselves,  in  anywise 
made  subject  to  the  tax  or  retarded  by  it.  The  tax  is  laid 
on  the  company  without  respect  to  the  ownership  of  tiic 
goods  or  to  tlie  residence  of  the  passengers."        *         *        * 

"It  is  a  tax  upon  the  company  'for  and  in  respect  of  the 
business  by  them  done  and  transacted  within  the  State,' 
computed  by  the  tons  of  merchandise  and  number  of  pas- 
sengers transported."        ***><** 

"  The  tax  in  question  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  tax 
on  the  income  of  the  company  from  its  business  in  this 
State;  the  easiest  mode  of  ascertaining  which  is  by  the 
company's  annual  statements  of  the  number  of  passengers 
and  of  the  tons  of  merchandise  transported. 

"  It  imposes,  it  is  true,  thistiix  on  a  foreign  corporation, 
and  because  it  is  foreign."        ***** 

"The  principle  of  the  section  of  the  act  in  question  is 
not  novel,  nor  its  application  without  precedent.  By  the 
aet  of  February  4,  1830,  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad 
and  Transportation  Company  were  required  to  pay  to  the 
State  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  for  each  passenger,  and  fifteen 
cents  for  each  ton  of  merchandise  transported  on  their  road." 

"If  legislative  co]istruetion  of  a  measure  is  of  any  value, 
we  surely  liave  it  in  the  acts  referred  to.  They  are  all  based 
upon  the  principle  ihata  State  may  tax  individnalsor  com- 
panies who  exercise  privileges  within  the  State,  and  are 
protected  by  iis  laws;  and  they  emphatically  declare  that 
by  so  doing  no  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  violated.  I  am  satisfied  that  llie  act  in  question  in 
the  case  is  not  in  violation  of  any  clause  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State," 

The  committee  refer  to  the  Wheeling  bridge 
caseasaprecedentforthis  legislation.  1  will  read 
so  much  of  the  act  in  question  as  bears  on  this 
case,  (10  United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  page 
112,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  Post 
Office  Department,)  in  sections  six  and  eight  of 
which  it  is  enacted: 

"That  the  bridges  across  the  Ohio  river  at  Wheeling,  in 
Ihe  State  ofVirginia,  and  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  Stateof  Ohio, 
abutting  on  Zane's  island,  in  said  riv.or,  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  lawful  siruetures  in  their  present  position  and  eleva- 
tion, and  shall  so  be  held  and  laken  to  lie,  anything  in  any 
law  or  laws  of  the  Unjte:d  States  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  (hat  said  bridges  are  declared  to  bo  and  are 
establisiiedpost  roads  for  the  passage  of  the  7nai/sof  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

They  also  refer  to  the  case  of  Pennsylvania  vs. 
The  Wheeling  and  BelmontBridgeCompany,  (18 
Howard,  United  States  Supreme  Court  Reports, 
page  421,)  sustaining  the  said  act  of  Congress; 
which  are  no  precedents  foi-  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  attempted  by  the  bill  under  consideration, 
but  are  precedents  against  it. 

The  Ohio  river  was  a  public  highway  of  com- 
merce ^^which  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  had  l)een  regulated  by  Congress,  as  will 
appear  by  the  Journal  of  Congress,  volume  four, 
pages  637  and  638,  and  by  the  Ordinance  of  1787, 
article  four,  and  by  the  act  of  Congress  admitting 
Kentucky.  (Acts  of  Congress  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  ihe 
coasting  trade  and  for  regulating  the  same;  1 
United  States  Statutes  at  Lai-ge,  page  305.  Act  of 
Congress  authorizing  duties  to  be  paid  at  ports  on 
the  Ohio;  4  Statutes  at  Large,  page  480.  Green 
vs.  Biddle,  8  Wheaton,  1.) 

The  navigation  of  the  river  as  ii  common  high- 
way of  commeixe  having  been  established  by 
regulation  of  Congress  and  compact  between  the 
States,  it  could  not  be  lawfully  obstructed  by  any 
State  authority;  and  before  the  building  of  the 
bridge  at  Wheeling  Congress  had  fully  exercised 
the  constitutional  power  to  regulate  commerce  on 
the  Ohio  river,  and  by  its  own  action  prohibited 
the  erection  of  the  bridge  at  Wheeling  so  as  to 
interfere  with  commerce.  At  the  second  session 
of  the  TwtMity-Fourth  Congress  application  was 
made  for  leave  to  build  a  bridge  aeJross  the  Ohio 
at  Wheeling,  and  opposed  on  account  of  its  in- 
jury to  navigation,  and  on  that  ground  it  was  de- 
feated. 

In  1847  the  Legislatui-e  ofVirginia,  who  owned 
the  whole  river  lo  the  banks  on  the  Ohio  side, 
granted  a  charter  to  the  Wheeling  and  Belmont 
Bi'idge  Company  to  construct  a  bridge  iktons  the 
Ohio  river  at  Wheeling,  and  wliih^  the  company 
were  in  the  act  of  building  it  the  Slate  of  Penn- 
sylvania filed  a  bill  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  against  them,  and  prayed  an  injunc- 


tion against  the  erection  of  the  bridge  and  for  gen- 
eral relief,  alleging  that  the  bridge  would  so  ob- 
struct the  navigation  of  the  river  ^s  to  cut  off  and 
direct  trade  and  business  from  the  public  works  of 
Pennsylvania,  impair  and  diminish  the  tolls  and 
revenue  of  the  State,  and  render  lis  improvements 
useless;  and  the  court  held  that  no  State  law  could 
hinder  the  fi-ee  use  of  a  license  granted  under  an 
act  of  Congress,  and  decided  that  the  bridge  must 
be  raised  to  a  certain  height  within  a  designated 
time  or  be  abated. 

In  the  summer  of  1854  the  bridge  was  blown 
down  by  a  violent  storm,  and  the  company  were 
preparing  to  rebuild  it  according  to  the  original 
plan. 

In  1854  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  vacation 
moved  for  an  injunction  to  prevent  the  i-ebuilding 
of,the  bridge  over  and  across  the  eastern  channel, 
between  Zane's  island  and  the  mainVirgi  Ilia  shore, 
at  a  less  elevation  than  was  prescribed  by  the 
former  decree  of  the  court,  which  was  granted. 

In  the  mean  time,  between  the  fir^t  decree  and 
the  granting  of  the  second  injunction,  in  1852,  tiie 
actof  Congress  referred  to  by  the  committee  was 
passed,  declaring  the  bridge  across  the  Ohio  at 
Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  at  Bridge- 
port, in  tlie  State  of  Ohio,  abutting  on  Zane's 
island,  lawful  structures,  anything  in  any  law  or 
laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing, and  that  the  oiRcers  and  crews  of  ves- 
sels should  regulate  the  rise  of  the  vessels  and  the 
pipes  or  chimneys  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  said 
bridge. 

CongH'cs."!  being  the  power  that  made  the  Ohio 
river  a  public  highway  for  commerce  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  so  far  repeal  its  former  legisla- 
tion as  made  the  bridge  a  nuisance,  declaring  it  a 
lawful  structure.  The  same  powerthatgave  had 
a  right  to  abi-idge  or  take  away,  because  in  Con- 
gress was  confided  the  exclusive  legislation  in  re- 
lation to  commerce  upon  the  Ohio  river.  This 
act  of  Congress  did  not  override  the  law  of  Vir- 
ginia, but  upheld  and  sustained  it.  This  was  a 
lawful  bridge  by  the  laws  of  Virginia;  but  be- 
cause it  interfered  with  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Ohio,  which  navigation  had  been  guarantied  by 
Congress,  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to  make  it  a 
legal  structure  against  all  the  world,  that  Congress 
should  repeal  a  part  of  its  legislation,  and  hence 
the  actin  question  was  obtained.  The  difference 
between  that  case  and  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion is  this,  that  while  that  (jnly  ratified  and  con- 
firmed what  was  a  lawful  structure  by  State  legis- 
lation, this  attempts  to  make  a  through  route  legal 
which  has  been  declared  by  the  courts  of  New 
Jersey  to  be  illegal.  Instead  of  sustaining  the  law« 
of  a  State  it  overridesand  destroys  them, and  says 
that  the  jieople  of  New  Jersey  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  declare  what  railroads  they  will  have  iii 
their  own  State  to  do  through  business  from  New 
York  to  Philadelphia,  and  notonly  authorizes  the 
roads  to  carry  the  mails,  troops,  and  munitions  of 
war  of  the  United  Slates,  but  to  transport  good.5, 
wares,  and  merchandise  of  all  descriptions,  and 
passengers,  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  and  intermediate  places. 

The  act  of  Congress  was  to  establish  a  post 
route  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  maiisof 
the  United  States;'  It  is  declared  a  lawful  struc- 
ture across  the  Ohio  river  by  act  of  Congress,  be- 
cause it  had  been  decided  to  be  a  nuisance  on 
account  of  the  previous  legislation  of  Congress. 
They  did  notundertake  to  authorize  the  company 
to  do  business  as  comnton  carriers,  for  freight  and 
passengers,  but  simply,  in  the  exercise  of  sover- 
eign power,  to  establish  a  post  route.  Viiginia 
had  already  in  1847,  by  an  actof  the  L<'gislature, 
authorized  thcWheelingand  Belmont  BridgeCom- 
pany  to  construct  this  bi'idge  across  the  Ohio  river. 

The  court  decided  that  this  bridge  was  an  un- 
lawful structure  against  the  commerce  of  the 
country.  Why?  Because  Congrcs.f  had  declared  ■ 
the  Ohio  river  to  be  a  public  high  way  for  the  pur- 
pose of  commerce  among  the  sciveral  Stales;  and 
because  this  bridge  interfered  with  that  act  of 
Congress,  it  was  necessary  to  gel  ihisact  of  Con- 
gress to  repeal  so  m'uch  of  its  former  legislation 
which  made  that  bridge  a  nuisance,  and  thereby 
make  it  a  lawful  structure,  It  was  simply  this, 
and  nothing  more,  that  Congress  had  the  right  to 
repeal  its  own  laws.  It  had  sypreme  jurisdiction 
over  the  Ohio  river  in  regard,  to  commerce,  and  it 
had  past:ed  a  law  whicJi  math;  this  bridge  a  nui- 
sance, and  it  Uad  i\  riglit  to  repeal  ao  imi«k  of 
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that  law  as  mnde  ita  nuisance,  the  repeal  of  wliich 
would  make  it  a  lawful  structure.  The  unau- 
thorized obslruetion  of  a  jiublic  navigable  river  is 
an  olTense  at  common  law,  and  may  be  punished 
in  acriminafproceeding  by  indictment.  (4  Black- 
stone's  Com.,  167.) 

Is  there  any  better  settled  principle  of  law  to 
be  found  in  the  law  books  of  our  own  or  any 
other  country  than  that  Congress,  or  any  other 
legislative  body,  has  a  right  to  repeal  so  much 
of  its  legislation  as  it  sees  fit.' 

The  case  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  vs.  The 
Wheeling  and  Belmont  Bridge  Company  shows 
that  Congress  has  no  constitutional  authority  to 
pass  such  a  bill  as  this,  because  this  legislation  is 
not  within  the  meaning  or  letter  of  the  power 
given  to  Congress  to  regulate  commerce  among 
the  several  Slates.  I  will  read  from  the  opinion 
of  the  court  in  that  case,  in  18  Howard,  page  432: 

"A  class  of  cases  that  have  frequently  occurred  iu  the 
State  courts  contain  principles  analogous  to  those  involved 
in  the  present  case.  Tlie  purely  internal  streams  of  a  Stale 
wliicli  are  navl^'able  belong  to  llie  riparian  owners  to  the 
tlireail  of  the  streani,  and  as  such  they  have  a  right  to  use 
the  waters  and  bed  bi-iieath  for  their  own  private  emolu- 
ment, subject  only  to  the  public  right  of  navigation.  Tliey 
may  construct  wharves  or  dams  or  canals  for  the  purpose 
of  subjeciing  the  stream  to  the  various  uses  to  which  it  may 
be  applied  subject  to  this  public  easement.  But  if  those 
struclures  materially  interfere  with  the  public  right,  the  ob- 
struction may  be  removed  or  abated  as  a  public  nuisance. 

"  In  respect  to  those  purely  internal  streams  of  a  State, 
the  public  right  of  navigation  is  exclusively  under  the  con- 
trol and  regulation  of  the  State  Legislature;  and  in  cases 
where  these  erections  or  obstructions  to  the  navigation  are 
constructed  under  the  law  of  the  State,  or  sanctioned  by 
legislative  authority,  they  arc  neither  a  pablic  nuis<ance  sub- 
ject to  abatement  nor  is  the  individual  who  may  have  sus- 
tained special  damage  from  their  interference  with  the  pub- 
lic use  entitled  to  any  remedy  for  his  loss.  So  far  as  the 
public  use  of  the  stream  is  concerned,  the  Legislature  having 
the  power  to  control  and  regulate  it,  the  statute  authorizing 
the  structure,  though  it  may  be  a  real  impediment  to  the 
navigation,  makes  it  lawful." 

I  also  refer  to  5  Wendell,  448,  449;  15  Wen- 
dell, 113;  17  T.  R.,  195;  20  T.  R.,  90,  101;  5 
Cowan,  165. 

The  Twenty-Fourth  Congress  refused  to  au- 
thorize the  construction  of  this  bridge  upon  the 
ground  that  it  would  interfere  with  the  free  navi- 
gation of  the  Ohio  river.  The  cases  to  which  I 
have  referred  show  point-blank  that  no  such  bill 
as  this  is  constitutional,  because  it  is  not  within 
the  meaning  of  the  power  granted  to  regulate 
commerce  among  the  several  States.  It  is  siinply 
an  interference  with  the  rights  of  a  loyal  State;  a 
State  which  has  poured  out  her  blood  and  treas- 
ure in  defense  of  the  Union;  a  State  which  has 
been  loyal  and  furnished  more  men  and  money, 
according  to  population,  than  any  other  State. 

After  they  were  refused  this  act  of  Congress, 
after  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  chartered  this 
bridge  across  the  Ohio  river  at  Wheeling,  and 
the  decision  of  the  courts  was  against  it,  in  order 
to  avoid  that  decision,  in  1852  they  came  to  Con- 
gress to  get  the  action  of  Congress  to  legalize  it. 
For  what  purpo.se.'  Not  to  interfere  with  the 
laws  of  Virginia,  but  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  law 
of  Congress  as  had  by  its  action  over  this  com- 
mercial highway  forbidden  any  obstruction  upon 
it,  and  had  declared  the  bridge  a  nuisance.    Sup- 

Eose  a  railroad  were  chartered  in  this  city  to  run 
y  horse  power,  could  they,  in  violation  of  the 
charter,  run  by  steam?  No  more  could  they  do 
that  than  can  these  corporations  of  New  Jersey 
override  their  own  acts  of  incorporation  which 
gave  them  an  existence,  and  which  made  them 
comply  with  certain  designated  points  and  cer- 
tain di'signated  jjurposes.  If  Congress  can  exer- 
cise the  power  claimed  in  this  bill,  they  can  char- 
ter hor.sc  railroads  in  Broadway,  New  York,  or 
turnpike  roads  in  the  States,  or  authorize  the 
horse  railroads  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  to  run 
by  steam,  in  violation  f)f  iheir  charters. 

Now,  thi.s  very  ojiinion  the  committee  brought 
here  to  sustain  this  unprecedented  legislation  is 
against  them: 

"The  bridge  liad  been  constructed  under  an  net  of  the 
Legislature  oltlie  State  ofVirglnia;  and  it  wasi  admitted  that 
net  conferred  lull  authority  upon  the  defcindants  for  the 
erection,  subject  only  to  the  power  of  Congri^Hs  In  the  reg- 
ulation of  commerce.  It  was  claimed,  however,  thai  (Jon- 
gri'Hs  had  acK.-d  upon  thesubjectand  had  regulated  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Ohio  river,  and  had  thereby  secured  to  the 
public,  by  virtue  of  its  authority,  the  free  and  iinobstnicKul 
use  of  Ihi-  r-aine  ;  and  thai  the  erection  of  the  bridge,  xnlhr 
IM  It  Interfered  with  the  enjoyirient  of  this  use,  wiusincon'- 
bIhIi'mI  Willi  and  in  violation  of  the  :v:U  of  Congress,  and 
dchlrU'llvrofUKiri^'hlil'Tlvrd  undcrllii'm  ;  and  that,  to  the 
«:ftent  oflhiH  inlerferenn'  wllli  the  free  navlgaflon  of  (he 
rlvur,llic  act  uf  Uiu  Lugiblalurvuf  Virginia ullurilcU  no  au- 


thority or  justification.  It  was  in  conflict  with  the  actsof 
Congress,  which  were  the  paramount  law. 

"  This  being  the  view  of  the  case  taken  by  a  majority  of 
the  court,  they  found  no  dilTiculty  in  arriving  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  obstruction  of  the  navigation  o^  the  river 
by  the  bridge  was  a  violatioa  of  the  right  secured  to  the 
public  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  Congress,  nor  iu 
applying  the  appropriate  remedy  in  behalf  of  the  plaintilT. 
The  ground  and  principles  upon  which  the  court  proceeded 
will  be  found  reported  iu  VJ  Howard,  518. 

"  Since,  liowevcr,  the  rendition  of  this  decree,  the  acts 
of  Congress,  already  referred  to,  have  been  passed,  by  which 
the  bridge  is  made  a  post  road  for  the  passage  of  the  mails 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  defendants  are  authorized  to 
have  and  maintain  it  at  its  present  site  and  elevation,  and 
requiring  all  persons  navigating  the  river  to  regulate  such 
navigation  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  it. 

"  So  far,  there  fore,  as  this  bridge  created  an  obstruction  to 
the  free  navigation  of  the  river,  in  view  of  the  previous  acts 
of  Congress,  they  are  to  be'regarded  as  modified  by  this 
subsequent  legislation  ;  and,  although  it  stiil  uiay  be  an  ob- 
struction in  fact,  is  notso  in  the  contemplation  of  law.  We 
have  already  said,  and  the  principle  is  undoubted,  that  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  conferred  lull  autliority 
to  erect  and  maintain  the  bridge,  subject  to  the  exorcise  of 
the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  navigation  of  the 
river.  That  body  liaving  in  the  exercise  of  this  power  reg- 
ulated th(!  navigation  consistent  with  its  preservation  and 
continuation,  the  authority  to  maintain  it  would  seem  to 
be  complete." — 18  Howard,  United  States  Supreme  Court 
Reports,  p.  430. 

I  say ,  gentlemen,  that  the  charter  of  New  Jersey 
to  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  and  Trans- 
portation Company,  even  if  their  exclusive  priv- 
ileges impeded  the  commerce  of  the  State,  cannot 
be  interfered  with  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  * 

Congress  cannot  have  the  power  to  control  the 
railroads  of  thirty-four  States,  and  when  the  Le- 
gislature of  a  State  refuses  to  charter  a  railroad  to 
give  it  a  charter  here.  It  would  take  three  fourths 
of  the  time  of  this  House  to  legislate  upon  these 
charters.  The  very  statement  of  the  principle  is 
contrary  to  the  assumption  of  any  such  poweron 
the  part  of  the  Congress  of  the  Unitecl  States. 
This  bridge  was  declared  a  lawful  structure  be- 
cause the  Ohio  river  is  a  highway  of  commerce, 
and  therefore  Congress  had  to  declare  the  bridge 
a  lawful  structure.  What  for.'  For  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  mails.  I  do  not  deny  that  Congress 
has  a  right  to  make  all  the  railroads  of  the  coun- 
try post  routes  by  .one  general  law  sweeping  over 
all  the  States,  but  not  in  regard  to  any  one  particu- 
lar State  alone.  Congress  lias  already  declared  all 
the  railroads  of  the  country  post  routes  and  a 
part  of  the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
Slates. 

The  committee  also  refer  to  an  act  of  Congress 
establishing  certain  post  roads, in  which  it  is  en- 
acted that  the  bridge  partly  constructed  across 
the  Ohio  river,  at  Steubenville,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  abutting  on  the  Vii'ginia  shore  of  said 
river,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  lawful  structure. 
That  the  said  bridge  and  Holliday's  Cove  rail- 
road are  hereby  declared  a  public  highway  and 
established  a  post  road  for  the  purpose  of  the 
transmission  of  the  mails  of  the  United *States, 
and  that  the  Steubenville  and-  Indiana  Railroad 
Company,  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Stale  of  Ohio,  and  the  Holliday's  Cove  Railroad 
Company,  chartered  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  or 
either  of  them,  are  authorized  to  complete,  inain- 
t!un,and  operate  said  road  and  bridge  when  com- 
pleted, anything  in  the  law  or  laws  of  the  above- 
named  States  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
(12  United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  569,  570.) 

This  is  not  a  parallel  case,  and  no  precedent  for 
the  proposed  legislation. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1848,  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio  chartered  the  Steubenville  and  Indiana 
Railroad  Company,  to  construct  a  road  from  Steu- 
benville to  the  Indiana  Slate  line. 

On  the  ]2th  of  May,  1849,  the  Legislature  of 
Ohio  authorized  the  company,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  to  construct  a  bridge 
at  Steul)enville  across  the  Ohio  river  so  as  lo  con- 
nect the  road  with  a  road  leading  eastward  from 
that  place,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  navigation. 
(Volume  46,  Laws  of  Ohio,  page  256.) 

In  1860,  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  chartered 
the  Ilolliday'.s  Cove  Railroad  Company,  to  con- 
slruit  a  railroiul  froin  the  Pennsylvania  line  to 
Steubenville,  Ohio,  with  power  to  erect  a  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Ohio  river. 

In  1861  the  Slate  of  Virginia  seceded  from  the 
Union.  In  November,  1861,  the  convention  which 
Cornied  the  consliliition  of  West  Virginia  held  its 
:!e.s.sii)n  nt  Wheeling;  and  on  the  3  st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1862,  the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
by  ucl  oi'  Gon^reaH. 


The  act  making  the  bridge  at  Steubenville  a 
lawful  structure  and  making  a. post  road  of  the 
Holliday's  Cove  road  was  jiasscd  by  Congress 
on  the  14ih  of  July,  1862,  a  year  or  more  after 
Virginia  had  seceded. 

The  S^ubenvilleand  Indiana  railroad  was  law- 
fully ch"tered  by  the  Slate  of  Ohio  and  built 
when  the  act  in  question  was  passed,  and  the  Hol- 
iday's Cove  railroad  was  lawfully  chartered  by 
Ithe  State  of  Virginia  and  partly  built  before  the 
act  in  question.  Virginia  had  seceded  and  was 
out  of  the  Union  when  the  act. of  Congress  was 
passed. 

1  hope  the  members  of  this  House  will  not  vio- 
late the  laws  oC  New  Jersey  and  place,  her  on  a 
footing  with  disloyal  Virginia  because  Congress 
saw  fit  since  this  war,  and  after  Virginia  had  se- 
ceded, to  declare  a  road  chartered  by  Virginia 
when  she  was  loyal  and  in  the  Union  a  post  road. 
New  Jersey  is  in  the  Union,  true  to  every  pledge 
of  our  fathers,  heroic  with  the  fame  and  gallantry 
of  her  soldiers  in  this  war,  always  following  in 
the  path  of  liberty,  and  with  alacrity  responding 
to  the  call  of  her  country  upon  all  occasions. 

Do  not  violate  the  laws  of  my  State  and  add  in- 
sult and  injury  to  her  institutions  while  she  is 
struggling  to  uphold  the  Government  that  ought 
to  protect  her. 

This  last  act  of  Congress  gave  no  power  to  an 
individual  corporation  to  transgress  upon  the  laws 
of  a  Stale,  and  did  not  attempt  to  make  a  corpora- 
tion legal  which  by  the  courts  had  been  declared 
to  be  illegal.  But  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  general  commercial  system  throughoutthe  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the 
mails  across  this  bridge,  its  construction  was  sus- 
tained. 

It  was  necessary  for  Congress  to  declare  the 
bridge  a  lawful  structure,  because  previous  acts 
of  Congress  and  the  United  States  court  had  de- 
clared the  Ohio  river  to  be  a  public  highway  of 
commerce  and  that  no  bridge  ought  to  be  erected 
over  it.  The  Constitution  vests  Congress  with 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  sev- 
eral States;  but  Congress  did  not  declare, in  that 
case,  the  railroad  to  be  a  lawful  structure.  This 
bill  proposes  to  declare  the  railroads  lawful  struc- 
tures, anything  in  the  lav/s  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

What  was  the  object  of  that  bill?  It  was  a  bill 
_to  establish  post  roads,  and  it  gave  authority  to 
these  two  railroad  companies,  one  lawfully  char- 
tered by  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  and  the  other 
lawfully  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
to  build  a  bridge  across  the  Ohio  river.  But  Con- 
gress did  not  claim  the  power  to  declare  the  rail- 
roads lawful  structures,  because  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  only  authorizes  Congress  to  reg- 
ulate commerce  among  the  several  Slates.  Con- 
gress only  undertook  to  declare  the  bridge  a 
lawful  structure,  which  they  had  a  right  to  do,  be- 
cause it  interfered  with  the  previous  legislation  of 
Congress  in  making  the  Ohio  river  a  highway 
for  the  purposes  of  the  commercial  intercourse  of 
the  nation.  (Committee's report,  pagc2;volume 
12,  United  Slates  Statutes  at  Large,  569,  570.) 

It  was  necessary  to  declare  that  the  bi-idge 
should  be  a  lawful  structure,  because  it  was  across 
the  Ohio,  which,  by  act  of  Congi-ess,  had  been 
made  a  public  highway  of  commerce,  and  the 
bridge,  on  that  account,  would  have  been  illegal 
without  Congress  repealed  a  part  of  its  former 
legislation,  by  declaring  the  bridge  a  lawful  struc- 
ture, but  it  does  not  declare  the  Holliday's  Cove 
i-ailroad  a  lawful  structure,  but  tnade  it  a  public 
highway  and  post  road  for  the  transmission  of 
the  mails  of  the  United  States,  and  authorized  the 
Steubenville  and  Indiana  Railroad  Company,  and 
the  Holliday's  Cove  Railroad  Company,  to  com- 
plete, maintain,  and  operate  said  road  and  bridge 
when  completed,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Iransrnis- 
sion  of  the  mails  of  the  United  States;  and  all  other 
business  done  is  by  the  Stale  laws.  It  merely 
authorizes  the  Steubenville  and  Indiana  Railroad 
Compiany,  who  by  thrircharter  were  authorized  to 
construct  a  bridge  at  Steubenville,  across  the  Ohio 
river,  with  the  con  sent  of  Virginia,  so  as  to  connect 
their  road  with  the  rood  in  Virginia,  and  the  Hol- 
liday's Cove  Railroad  Company,  which,  by  tbcir 
charter  from  Virginia,  had  a  right  to  erect  the  rail- 
road and  a  hridgi'  across  the  Ohio  at  the  same  place, 
to  complete  and  operate  the  roads  and  bridges  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  the  mails,  and  in,  no  way 
inlerfcrea  with  the  rights  of  the  two  companies, 
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or  the  lav/s  of  the  States,  and  neither  State  could 
prevent  such  an  act  of  Congress,  being  purely  one 
for  mail  purposes,  and  there  is  .nothing  in  the  act 
compelling  the  companies  to  do  any  particular 
kind  of  business,  and  only  attempts  to  legislate 
as  far  as  authorized  by  the  organic  law  of  the 
United  States.  The  bridges  and  the  Holliday's 
Cove  railroad  were  lawfully  authorized  by  the 
State  of  Virginia,  and  this  act  of  Congress  merely- 
made  the  bridges  lawful  structures  as  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river,  which  for  all  other  purposes 
were  lawful  by  the  laws  of  Virginia  and  Ohio. 
They  were  not  declared  post  routes  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  passengers  and  freight  between 
one  place  and  another  in  violation  of  the  chartered 
rights  of  any  other  railroad. 

I  ask  you  if  there  is  any  precedent  for  the  pas- 
sage of  such  a  bill  as  this  ?  On  the  contrary",  the 
precedents  cited  by  the  committee  show  that  pre- 
vious legislation  has  been  simply  to  regulate  com- 
merce among  the  States,  and  not  to  interfere  with 
the  commercial  intercourse  of  one  Stale. 

This  bill  is  in  violation  of  the  fifth  article  of 
the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  declares  that  private  property  shall 
not  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compen- 
sation. 

That  part  of  the  franchise  granted  by  the  State 
to  the  joint  companies,  that  they  shall  have  the 
exclusive  right  to  carry  through  passengers  and 
merchandise  between  the  two  cities,  is  as  much 
the  private  property  of  the  jointcompanies  as  are 
the  road  and  its  equipments;  and  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  take  away  that  right,  by  granting  the 
privilege  to  other  corporations,  without  any  com- 
pensation whatever. 

Can  it  be  pretended  that  Congress  has  a  con- 
stitutional right  to  pass  a  law  that  has  the  effect 
and  operation  to  annul  the  judgment  of  our  State 
court,  already  rendered,  or  the  rights  determined 
thereby  in  favor  of  the  joint  companies,  without 
even  any  compensation  ?  The  assumption  of  such 
a  power  is  without  precedent,  and, as  a  precedent 
for  the  future,  is  of  dangerous  example. 

It  impairs  and  invalidates  the  obligation  of  the 
contract  upon  the  part  of  the  State  with  the  j-oint 
companies,  and,  if  passed,  may  deprive  the  State 
of  over  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars 
a  year  iii  taxes  and  dividends,  which  arepaidto 
her  by  the  joint  companies  for  these  exclusive 
privileges,  unless  they  are  permitted  to  enjoy 
them. 

The  exclusive  rights  given  to  the  Camden  and 
Amboy.  Railroad  Company  are  no  regulation  of 
commerce,  because  the  mere  refusing  to  grant  a 
charter  for  another  railroad  across  the  State  be- 
tween the  two  cities  would  be  just  as  much  a 
regulation  of  commerce  as  these  exclusive  privi- 
leges. 

Parties  cannot  constructa  railroad  or  turnpike 
in  any  State  without  authority  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State.  Each  State  charters  as  many  com- 
panies for  such  purposes  as  it  pleases.  Its  neg- 
lect or  refusal  to  charter  others  has  never  been 
deemed  a  regulation  .of  commerce.  It  has  al- 
ways been  considered  a  part  of  the  domestic  pre- 
rogatives of  a  State  to  regulate  its  own  road  sys- 
tem, and  Congress  has  never  yet  interfered  in 
this  matter.  When  Congress  in  1806  author- 
ized the  great  national  road  from  Cumberland  to 
Wheeling,  it  was  upon  condition  that  the  States 
through  which  it  went  should  give  their  consent. 

Will  Congress  authorize  a  creature  of  New  Jer- 
sey legislation  to  override  the  laws  of  the  State, 
and  authorize  the  jiroperty  of  the  joint  companies 
to  be  taken,  regardless  of  their  riglits  and  the 
lionor  of  the  State,  and  arouse  Stale  jealousies  in 
these  limes  when  every  power  of  tlie  Slates  ought 
to  be  exerted  to  put  down  this  rebellion,  and  in- 
flict a  deadly  blow  upon  the  institutions  of  a  State 
wliose  people  are  payinglarger  bounties  and  mak- 
ing more  herculean  efforts  to  save  the  nation  than 
any  State  in  the  Union  according  to  population, 
and  wring  from  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad 
Company  their  vested  rights;  a  company  that 
only  last  summer,  while  New  York  city  was  con- 
vulsed with  riots,  gave  in  one  donation  pO,000  to 
raise  volunteers  to  put  down  the  rebellion,  and 
have  and  are  making  extraordinary  expenditures 
in  double  trucks,  equipments,  and  preparation  of 
their  entire  route  to  accommodate  tlie  iranajiorta- 
tion  and  travel  cormected  with  the  great  move- 
ments of  the  war,  and  have  during  this  war  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  their  entire 


roads  and  equipments,  and  in  every  way  facili- 
tated military  operations  without  regard  to  cost 
or  sacrifice,  and  having  struggled  through  the 
periods  of  experineent  should  now  have  the  fruits 
of  their  labor  given  to  other  corporations  who  did 
nothing  to  establish  this  great  State  railroad  and 
canal  communication  withouteven  compensation  ? 

All  the  railroads  in  New  Jersey  are  subject  to 
the  right  of  eminent  domain,  and  the  Legislature 
can  grant  rights  to  other  corporations,  interfering 
with  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  jointcompa- 
nies, upon  making  them  just  compensation.  If 
the  public  necessities  require  it,  the  exclusive  fran- 
chises as  well  as  all  the  property  of  the  joint  com- 
panies may  be  taken  by  the  State  for  public  use, 
upon  making  just  compensation.  (West  River 
Bridge  Co.  vs.  Dix,  6  How.,  529.  Richmond  R. 
R.  Co. vs. Louisa R.  R. Co.,  13  How.,  83.  Enfield 
Toll  Bridge  Co.  vs.  Hartford  and  New  Plaven  R.  R. 
Co.,  17  Conn.,  40.  Boston  and  Lowell R.  R.  Co. 
vs.  Salem  and  Lowell  R.  R.  Co.,  2Gray,  1.)  Why 
then  do  not  these  companies  apply  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Jersey  ?  That  is  the  sovereign  power 
to  grant  these  privileges  asked  of  us. 

The  case  I  refer  to  in  the  supreme  court  of  New 
Jersey  shows  that  the  cases  of  Gibbons  vs.  Ogden, 
9  Whealon,  and  the  New  York  and  Massachu- 
setts Passenger  cases,  do  not  conflict  with  the  ex- 
clusive privileges  of  the  joint  companies. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  this  legislation,  and 
the  precedents  referred  to  by  the  committee  show 
it,  which  I  will  now  read: 

"  The  second  instance  in  which  Congress  exercised  the 
power  is  to  be  found  in  an  act  to  establish  certain  post 
routes,  and  to  discontinue  otiiers,  (5  United  States  Statutes 
at  Large,  page  271,)  where,  in  section  two,  it  is  provided 
that  eacli  and  every  railroad  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  which  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be,  made  and  com- 
pleted, shall  be  a  post  route,  and  the  Postmaster  General  shall 
cause  the  mail  to  be  tiansported  thereon. 

"  The  third  instance  is  in  Un  act  to  establish  certain  post 
roads,  approved  March  3,  1853,  (United  States  StaWites  at 
Large,)  where  the  same  legislation  is  reaffirmed;  and  it  is 
again  enacted  in  section  three  of  said  act,  '  thatall  railroads 
which  now,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  operation,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  declared  to  be  post  roads.'  " 

"The  fifth  congressional  precedent  is  to  be  found  in  vol- 
ume twelve,  United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  page  334.  In 
an  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  take  possession  of  railroad  and  telograph  lines, 
and  for  other  purposes,  approved  January  31,1863,  it  is 
enacted  that  '  the  President  of  the  United  States,  when  in 
his  judgment  the  public  safety  may  require  it,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  take  possession  of  any  or  all  the 
railroad  lines  of  the  United  States,  so  that  they  shall  be 
considered  post  roads,  and  fart  of  the  military  establishment 
of  the  United  States.'" 

They  show  that  the  General  Government  has 
enough  power,  having  the  right  to  take  all  the 
railroad  and  telegraphic  lines  in  the  United  States 
of  America  and  make  them  military  roads  for  the 
transportation  of  mails  and  munitions  of  war.  I 
ask  any  reasonable  man  whether  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Raili-oad  and 
Transportation  Company  to  its  exclusive  business 
between  New  York  and  Philadelphia  are  not  pri- 
vate property  as  mucli  as  its  railroad  stock  is.' 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  hope  the  House  will  grant 
me  ten  minutes  longer. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  say  that  the  present  exclu- 
sive privileges  of  these  joint  companies  are  th'eir 
property.  That  was  the  inducement  that  made 
them  undertake  in  the  first  place  to  invest  their 
capital  in  these  works,  and  Congress  has  no  right 
to  deprive  them  of  these  chartered  rights,  espe- 
cially wilhoutitmakes  them  compensation.  Why 
should  the  companies  of  these  sand  roads,  run- 
ning twenty-three  or  twenty-four  miles  out  of  the 
way  along  the  sanil-banlis  of  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
be  permitted  to  take  away  from  those  other  com- 
panies this  private  properly  of  theirs  without  any 
compensation?  If  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey 
makes  me  a  grant  of  property,  has  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  a  right  to  take  that  property 
away  from  me  without  making  me  a  just  com- 
pensation for  it.' 

I  appeal  to  the  magnanimity  and  judgment  of 
mankind,  to  the  well-settled  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  to  the  principles  of  justice,  whether 
it  would  not  be  a  libel  on  the  organic  law  of  the 
land,  upon  the  good  order  of  society,  and  upon 
the  legislation  of  the  country,  to  takeaway  these 
exclusive  privih^ges  and  put  them  in  the  hands  of 
foreign  capitalists  who  did  nothing  to  make  New 
Jer.sey  the  great  inter-State  I'uilroad  communica- 
tion of  the  United  States.'     I  cannot  stand  here 


and  see  New  Jersey  overridden  in  this  manner,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  benefiting  the  General  Govern- 
ment, but  for  the  purpose  ofputting  money  into  the 
pocketsof  a  few  speculators  in  England  and  Wall 
street. 

There  is  not  as  much  necessity  for  this  road 
through  New  Jersey  as  there  is  for  the  air  line 
from  Washington  to  New  York,  which  has  been 
refused, because  there  is  only  one  road  from  here 
to  Baltimore  and  one  from  there  to  Philadelphia, 
while  there  are  two  lines  from  Philadelphia  to 
New  York,  besides  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
canal  line: 

1.  The  Camden  and  Amboy  line,  by  way  of 
Amboy  and  Camden.         * 

2.  The  New  Jersey  railroad  and  Camden  atid 
Amboy  branch  line,  by  way  of  New  Brunswick 
and  Trenton. 

3.  The  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal  line,  which 
is  run  by  steam  propellers  carrying  four  hundred 
tons  burden.  They  make  the  trip  in  less  than 
twenty-four  hours,  and  come  through  to  Balti- 
more or  Washington,  and  for  the  transportation 
of  cavalry  and  many  kinds  of  stores  are  prefer- 
able to  railroad  cars. 

There  is  also  the  Central  railroad  line  running 
through  the  State,  by  way  of  Easton  and  Har- 
risburg. 

I  appeal  to  the  members  of  this  House  in  the 
name  of  the  patriotism  and  love  of  country  shown 
by  the  citizens  of  my  native  State,  her  great  ex- 
ertions in  the  cause  of  her  country,  her  adherence 
to  the  law,  her  devotion  to  the  determination  to 
break  down  this  rebellion,  hSr  revolutionary 
glory,  her  sons  who  left  their  wives  and  families, 
their  liomes  and  fathers,  to  battle  under  the  old 
flag,  whose  bravery  and  discipline  have  whitened 
the  pages  of  our  history,  the  honor  and  interest 
of  the  State,  the  chartered  rights  of  her  citizens, 
and  her  immense  outpouring  of  blood  upon  the 
battle-fields  of  Antietam  and  Gettysburg,  to  not 
override  her  laws  and  set  her  courts  at  defiance. 

This  same  bill  was  before  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  and  tabled, and  thesegentlemen  now 
come  here  with  it.  The  Postmaster  General  in 
his  report  to  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  a  reso- 
lution of  that  body,  says  there  is  no  necessity  for 
any  new  lines  between  hei-e  and  New  York,  and 
shows  that  there  is  less  necessity  to  establish  new 
routes  in  New  Jersey  than  from  here  to  Philadel- 
phia. I  read  from  his  report  on  pages  2,  4,  5,  6, 
and  7: 

"The  usual  speed  of  through  mail  trains  should  be  thirty 
miles  an  hour,  liut  to  attain  tliat  speed  and  pioserve  it  with 
regularity,  the  train  should  not  consist  of  more  than  six  cars, 
including  the  mail  and  baggage,  attached  to  one  locomo- 
tive. This  appears  to  be  the  average  size  of  the  through 
trains  when  they  leave  New  York,  but  at  Philadelphia  they 
are  sometimes  increased  to  ah  extent  entirely  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  capacity  of  the  engine,  and  conseciuenlly  fail 
to  reach  Washington  on  time."  *  *  *  *  uf^ 
double  track  has  been  completed  from  Jersey  City  to  ;i 
point  three  miles  shout  of  the  southern  term  inus  of  the  New 
Jersey  railroad,  nearNew  13runswick,  and  is  now  in  course 
of  construction,  and  will  soon  bo  completed  the  whole 
length  ol  that  road.  The  next  road  is  the  Camden  and  Am- 
boy branch,  extending  to  Trenton.  Four  miles  of  this  road 
has  a  double  track ;  it  then  makes  a  curve  by  which  it  ap- 
proaches the  Delaware  and  Karitan  canal,  on  tlie  banks  of 
which  it  runs  to  Trenton.  An  entirely  new  road  has  been 
made,  some  twenty  miles  in  length,  for  the  purpose  of 
straiglitening  this  curve,  and  it  is  now  used  by  the  down 
trains.  This  new  line  is  mostly  graded  and  ballasted  for  a 
double  track,  and  will  soon  be  completed;  but  as  the  new  and 
the  old  lines  arc  both  used,  It  is  now  equivalent  to  a  double 
track  from  the  Hudson  to  the  Delaware.  The  next  road  is 
the  Philadelphia  and  Trenton  railroad,  on  which  part  of  a 
second  track  is  laid  ;  and  it  would  have  been  entirely  com- 
pleted but  forthediflieulty  in  getting  the  requisite  labor  and 
materials."  *  *  *  *  "  It  thus  appears  that 
the  chief  difficulty  in  tlie  way  of  an  expeditious  and  cer- 
tain mail  service  between  the  two  cities — tiic  want  of  a 
double  track — will  soon  bo  removed."      *        *        *        * 

"  But  instead  of  removing  this  inconvenience  by  attempt- 
ing now  to  build  a  new  road,  the  eflbrts  of  the  managers  of 
the  existing  roads  to  improve  the"  service  would  be  greatly 
hindered,  nor  arc  the  inconveniences  to  whicli  we  have 
been  sulijecled  such  as  that  it  can  be  said  to  l)e  necessary 
to  liave  an  additional  road." 

The  committee  report  that  the  chancellor  de- 
creed that  the  comjuinics  named  in  this  bill  should 
pny  to  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Com-. 
panyall  sums  collected  by  the  former  for  through 
business,  inclucliiig  the  amount  received  for  the 
transportaticn  of  troops,  which  is  not  so,  and 
could  not  be  so,  as  the  jointcompanies  could  only 
recover  to  the  extent  of  the  profits  of  that  through 
business.  I  refer  the  House  to  the  chancellor's 
opinion,  on  page  3J,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"  (t  will  be  referred  to  a  master  to  take  an  account  of  all 
the  through  passengcra  and  freight  wliicli  have  been  car 
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ricd  over  ttio  road  since  the  npcnins  "Tllie  route;  and  also 
all  daniaii'svvliiclitliceinnpliiiniints have  rustaiiiinl  llic?rt'by. 
Ill  lakin;,'  llie  account  the  iiuisler  will  include  all  the  sol- 
diers, liorsrs,  haL'i,'aj;i',  and  miifiitions  of  war  that  iKive  been 
traiis|)orii'il,  (llsiin^ui.-iliing  this  part  of  the  account  from 
ordinary  liusiiiess.  ^ 

'•  No 'proof  has  been  otTered  In  support  of  the  allegation 
of  the  answer  that  tliry  were  carried  over  the  roads  of  the 
defendants  by  orders  of  the  Secrclary  of  War  or  by  orders 
of  tlie^General  Governnieiit.  Should  it.appcar  before  the 
master  that  any  such  orders  were  made  he  will  report  the 
evidence  tliercjon,  and  the  disposition  of  ihat  jiart  of  the 
case  will  be  reserved  till  the  coming  in  of  tlic  report." 

The  committee  repoil  lliat  from  September  1, 
18G2,  to  June  1,  18G3,  there  were  traiisportetl 
from  New  Yoik  to  Philadelphia,  over  tiie  peti- 
tioners' roads,  17,4:2^  men,  G49  liorses,  mid 
806,245  pounds  of  freight,  under  liic  order  of  the 
Government.  That  business  was  obtained  by 
their  paying  to  the  officers  or  ]iersons  who  liad 
the  control  of  that  business  twenty-five  cents  a 
head  for  each  inan,  in  order  to  get  the  business 
over  their  roads.  I  assert  that  this  is  a  fact,  and 
if  any  one  dare  deny  it,  it  can  be  proved  by  affi- 
davit' These  companies  presented  an  account  to 
thePhiladclphiaand  Baltimore  Railroad  Company 
for  half  of  tliis  bribery,  which  thelatter  company 
refused  to  allow,  because  they  had  arrangements 
with  the  Camden  and  Amboy  lines  to  do  their 
through  business;  and  at  the  same  time  the  joint 
companies  were  ready  to  do  that  business,  and 
were  in  waiting  for  it.  The  Joint  companies  have 
always  been  ready  and  able  to  do  more  business 
for  the  Government  than  they  have  ever  been  re- 
quired to  do.  I  refer  the  House,  for  proof  of  my 
assertions,  to  the  affidavits  of  Edwin  A.  Stevens, 
Ira  Bliss,  John  Simpson,  James  Flerring^ George 
B.  Raymond,  William  H.  Gatzmer,  R.  S.  Van 
Rensselaer,  and  Walter  Freeman,  Esquires. 

New  Jersey,  to  wit : 

Edwin  A.  Stevens,  of  Hobokcn,  being  duly  sworn  ac- 
cording to  law,  on  his  oath  <lcposeth  and  saitli  that  he  is 
and  has  been  for  several  years  past  the  President  of  the 
Cainden  and  Amboy  Railroad  and  Transportation  Com- 
pany;  that  the  moans  of  coinniunication  possessed  by  said 
company  between  Pliiladelphia  and  New  York  ate  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ferry-boats  from  Philadelpliia  to  (Camden,  railroad  from 
Camden  to  Amboy,  steamboats  from  Amboy  to  New  York. 

Railroad  from  Pliiladelpliia  (Kensington  station)  toTren- 
ton.  thence  to  New  Brunswick,  uniting  there  with  IheNcw 
Jersey  Railroad  and  Transportation  Company,  whose  rail- 
road extends  to  Jersey  City,  from  llience  the  communica- 
tion is  by  ferry-boats  to  New  York. 

Railroad  from  Camden  tliroufili  N^:w  Jersey  to  Trenton, 
thence  to  New  lirunswick,  and  as  in  the  last-mentioned 
line  to  New  York. 

And  said  company,  with  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal 
Company,  (tlie  aflairs  of  both  being  managed  by  a  joint 
board,)  has  also  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal,  c.xlend- 
ing  from  New  Brunswick  to  Bordentown,  aece^silile  by 
vessels  oflarge  tonnage  at  New  Brunswick,  from  the  Raritan 
river,  which  empties  into  Raritan  bay,  and  accessible  at 
Bordentown  from  the  Delaware  river,  and  navigable  by 
steam  propeller.-;  of  four  hundred  tons  burden,  wliieli  can 
and  do  make  the  passage  from  New  York  to  I'liiladelphia 
In  twenty-four  hours;  that  ijiimcdiately  upon  the  breaking 
out  of  the  rebellion  in  the  nionlli  of  April,  18G1,  dcpwncnt 
in  bis  official  capacity  as  president  of  said  company 
tendered  to  the  Government  the  use"  of  all  said  means  of 
commutijcatiiin  exclusively,  so  long  as  the  emergency  or 
necessity  therclbr  should  continue,  and  also  tendered  the 
use  of  a  staiicli  and  suitable  steamboat  of  said  company, 
to  be  sent  around  to  Perryville,  and  to  keep  up  a  communi- 
cation between  that  place  and -Annapolis,  although  said 
places  were  entirely  beyond  the  lines  under  the  control  of 
said  company. 

'J'hat  from  the  said  first  tender  until  the  presenttimo,said 
company  has  made  the  utmo.--t  exertion  to  forward  the  na- 
tional troops,  and  that  no  troops  have  been  delayed  in  their 
transportation  over  said  lines  of  communication  of  said 
company,  by  any  want  of  facilities  or  diligence  of  the  ofii- 
ccrs  or  agents  of  said  company  ;  that  orders  have  from  time 
to  time  been  given  and  continued  in  force  by  deponent's 
directions,  that  every  faciliiy  should  be  given  by  tin;  othcers 
and  agents  of  said  conjpany  for  such  transportation,  and 
that  the  transportation  of  troops  should  take  the  precedence 
of  all  the  other  bubiness;  thatsaid  company  has  the  appli- 
ances and  facilities  lo  carry  more  troops  tUan  have  ever 
been  carricil. 

That  the  said  company  lias  kept  uncn]ploycd  and  in  read- 
iness forGovernment  einploymrnt  at  all  times  a  steamboat 
at  New  York,  and  when  not  employed  by  Goverrtincnt  she 
lu  kept  as  n  spare  boat. 

E.  A.  STEVENS'. 

Sworn  and  Fuhaeribed  before  me,  at  Ilobnken,  this  Ist 
day  of  February,  1864.  , 

J.  IIAKVEY  LYONS, 
Mwilcr  111  Cliauccry,  New  JcT'-ctj. 

New  York,  to  v-ll ; 

Irn  Bliss,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  IHw,onliisoaIh 
depoxelli  and  saitli  that  he  is  the  general  ageiitof  the  Cam- 
den and  Amboy  Railro;id  and  'J'raiispiiililion  (.'ompaiiy  at 
the  city  of  N'l  w  Yorl<^  and  ha;;  been  :  inli  f.ir  many  yi.ars  ; 
that  the  reqiiisiiioiiH  tor  the  I'orwarding  of  troops  between 
New  York  and  Philadelphiaoiisaid  railroarl  liavcHieen  gen- 
erally drawn  upon  deponent  as  .-neh  a'.M.nl,and  he  has  been 
cognizant  from  time  lu  lime  uf  llieirliuiisponauoii ;  that  no 


troops  forwarded  on  said  company's  road  havfj  .ever  been 
delayed  a  day  by  want  of  jireparaiion  of  said  company,  or 
the  want  of  facilities,  boats  and  rolling  stock,  or  neglect  of 
the  officers  or  agents  of  said  company;  that  moretroops 
eeuld  and  would  have  been  carriec^  over  said  railroad  of 
said  company  on  any  day  than  were  ottered ;  that  depo- 
nent's orders,  and  tlie  orilq.rs  he  has  given  to  his  subordin- 
ates, have  been  at  all  times  to  carry  troops  in  preference  to 
doing  other  business,  and  such  orders  have  been  carried 
out ;  that  the  lioats  of  said  company  have  repeatedly  waited 
for  troops  who  were  expected,  hut  did  not  go  on  said  com- 
pany's road,  as  they  were  taken  on  the  Delaware  and  Rar- 
itan Bay  railroad,  and  that  on  other  occasions  the  boats  of 
said  ccnnpany  have  been  delayed  for  as  much  as  twenty- 
four  hours  waiting  for  regiments  who  did  not  come  accord- 
ing to  till!  requisitions  made  on  the  company,  and  that  the 
ofliees  of  the  company  have  been  kept  open  and  their  em- 
ployes at  work  on  such  days  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
ami  meriting  requisitions  which  were  expected  ;  that  lor  the 
last  two  years,  at  least,  the  said  company  have  kept  in  re- 
serve, for  the  aceoinmodation  of  troops  only,  a  large  and 
convenient  passenger  boat,  and  said  boat  has  always  been 
kept  in  readiness, sometimessteam  being  keptnpfora  week 
at  a  time;  that  said  company  have  not  only  transported 
Iroo^js  from  their  lermini  and  depots,  but  liave  repeatedly 
sent  their  lioais  lo  Riker'sand  David's  Islands,  in  the  East 
river,  and  StaK^n  Island,  and  taken  therefrom  and  carried 
thereto  and  over  their  railrotids  said  troops,  between  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  without  extra  charge  for  the  extra 
service.  IRA  BLISS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  New  York  city,  this 
1st  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1864. 

JEROME  BUCK, 
Notary  Public  City  of  New  York. 

New  York,  to  wit : 

John  Simpson,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on 
his  oath  dcposeth  and  saitli  that  he  is,  and  has  been  for 
many  years  past,  (say  about  fifteen  yeacs,)  the  captain  of 
the  steamboats  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Com- 
pany which  ply  between  New  York  and  Amboy;  that  de- 
ponent lias  been  diligent  since  the  commencement  of  the 
rebSllion  to  keep  informed  of  the  passageof  troops  between 
New  York  and  Philadelphia;  that  the  said  company  have 
always  been  prepared  to  take  all  troops  which  came  for 
transportation,  and  have  always  been  able  to  take  more 
than  came ;  that  the  idiceis  of  said  company  ha  vc  instructed 
deponent  to  give  the  transportation  of  troops  the  preference 
over  all  other  business,  and  said  orders  have  been  obeyed  ; 
that  deponent-recollects  the  times  wlien  troops  have  gone  to 
Philadelpliia  by  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Bay  railroad,  and 
that  at  such  times  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  (.Com- 
pany were  prepared  to  carry  such  troops,  and  their  boats 
were  repeatedly  kept  hours  waiting  fori  roops  ;  that  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  appliances,  boats,  and  rolling  stock  of  said  com- 
pany is  far  greater  thaii  necessary  to  carry  all  the  soldiers 
that  Iiave  passed  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
whether  on  said  Delaware  and  Raritan  Bay  railroad  or  on 
said  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad,  or  on  both. 

JOHN  SIMPSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  mo,  at  the  city  of  New  York, 
this  1st  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1864.  ^ 

JOHN  HEGEMAN, 
Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

New  York,  to  wit: 

James  Herring,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on 
his  oath  deposelh  that  he  has  for  the  last  three  years  and 
long  before  been  pilot  of  tlic  steamboats  of  iheCamden  and 
Aniboy  Railroad  and  Transportation  Company  whicli  ply 
between  Amboy  and  New  York;  thatsincc  thecommcnce- 
mcnt  of  tlio  rebellion  deponent  has  vvatclied  the  move- 
ment of  troops  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  that 
he  recollects  distinctly  the  times  when  troops  went  from 
New  York  to  Philadelphia  by  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
Bay  railroad,  and  at  such  times  the  olllcers  and  agents  of 
the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Company  expected  to  take 
such  troops,  and  were  prepared  to  do  so,  and  that  the  boats 
of  said  company  were  kept  wailing  for  hours  and  until  it 
was  definitely  ascertained  that  the  said  troops  had  gone  by 
the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Bay  railroad. 

JAIMES  HERRING. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  the  city  ofNew  York, 
this  1st  d.ay  February,  A.  D.  186 1. 

JOHN  HEGEMAN, 
Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

Ne>v  York,  lo  wit : 

George  B.  Raymond,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
on  his  oath  deposelh  and  sailh  thathe  is,  and  has  been  since 
the  month  of  January.  A.  D.  Ii^fi3,  the  transporlaiion  agent 
of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  J>ailroad  Company  in  the  citj' 
of  New  York  ;  that  he  has  harl  the  partieul.ar  charge  of  the 
transpcntaticni  of  troops  hetweiMi  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia; that  no  troops  have  ever  been  delayed  a  day  in  such 
transp(ntation  by  want  of  rolling  stock  ol'said  eompanj  or 
of  ihe  attention  and  diligence  of  the  olheers  and  ascnts  of 
saiil  company;  Ihat  I'roin  the  time  deponent  uiideitook  the 
duty  of  agent  as  aforesaid  he,  until  the  fail  of  1863,  was  in 
the  habit  <laily  of  sr'iidiiig  to  llie  (pi,irterniasier's  office  in 
New  York  and  inquiring  what  was  de-ired  tobedone  in  be- 
hahoftln;  Government  in  the  way  of  forwarding  troops  that 
could  be  perfmined  by  said  company;  that  deponent's  in- 
struct inns  were  to  give  the  preference  lo  (Jovernmimt  trans- 
poitaliOM  overall  otherbusincss, and  such  instructions  W(>re 
eonoMiniiealeil  to  said  i|Uarterinas|c>r  ;  Ihat  said  company 
could  li.iveiiansported  many  inorr  ti-o<ipsihan  wereoll'ered 
lo  llirjo  lo  liaMsporl,  and  boats  and  rolling  stoi-k  havi;  been 
k''pt constantly  in  n-adine-s  and  prepared  loobry  any  suil- 
di^n  re<|nisiti(in  i>filH'  Cove'niment ;  thai  deponent  recollects 
Ihe  transpoii.-iticm  of  troops  overlhe  liaritanand  Delaware 
l!,iy  railroad,  (he  thinks  in  March,  A.  I).  IWi.l.)  and  that 
ut  the  limtb  ttoopa  were  bo  transported  on  said  Karilan  and 


Delaware  Bay  railroad  the  boats  of  the  said  Camden  and 
Ainboy  railroad  were  waiting  and  prepared  to  trat;sport 
them  in  said  boats  to  Ainboy,  on  the  said  Cainden  and  Am- 
boy railroad,  to  Philadelphia,  and  could  have  transported 
the  same  troops  in  addition  to  any  that  were  oflercd  to  tlie 
Camden  and  Aniboy  Company. 

GEORGE  B.  RAYMOND. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me.  at  tlie  city  of  New  York, 
this  2d  day  of  Fcbruarv,  A.  D.  1864. 

J.  il.  WASHBURN,  A''o(an/Pu6«c. 

City  of  Philadelpliia,  Pennsylvania,  to  wit : 

William  H.  Gatzmer,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
on  ills  oath  dcposeth  and  saith  that  he  is  the  general  agent 
at  Pliiladelphia  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad'and 
Transportation  Company;  that  deponent's  duty  as  such 
agent  requires  liim  to  be  informed  of  the  extent  of  trans- 
portation over  the  railroads  of  said  company,  and  that  hu 
iias  given  attention  particularly  to  the  capacity  of  said  rail- 
roads to  carry  troops  between  New  York  and  Philadidphia, 
and  has  observed  the  extent  to  which  such  capacity  has 
been  taxed  ;  that  there  have  been  transported  over  said 
railroads  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia  as  many  as 
six  thousand  troops  in  a  day;  that  the  said  company  have 
and  have  had  during  the  rebellion  sufficient  rolling  stock 
and  agents  and  employes  to  do  vastly  more  of  the  trans- 
portation of  troops  than  they  have  ever  been  required  to 
perform  ;  that  no  troops  have  ever  been  dcl.aycd  a  day  in  the 
transportation  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia  over 
said  roads  ;  that  deponent  recollects  the  times  when  troops 
were  carried  over  the  Raritan  and  Delaware  Bay  railroad, 
and  in  almost  every  instance,  if  not  in  every  instance,  the 
boats  of  said  Camden  and  Amboy  Company  were  prepared 
to  carry  the  same  troops,  and  the  otricers  and  agents  of  said 
Camden  and  Amboy  ijompany  expected  to  take  the  same 
troops,  and  tliat  the  said  Camden  and  Ainboy  It.iilrnad  Com- 
pany could  then  have  carried  the  same  troops. 

WILLIAM  II.  GATZMER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Philadelphia,  this 
2d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1S64. 
Witness  my  liand  and  official  seal. 

JOHN  H.  FINK, 
Notary  Public,  No.  223  Dock  street. 

Pcnnsyloania,  to  wit  : 

Robert  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  Bordentown,  in  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  ids 
oalh  deposes  and  saith,  that  he  is  the  super  in  I  en  dent  of  the 
Cainden  and  Amboy  Railroad  and  Transportalion  Com- 
pany; that  from  tlie  beginning  of  the  rebellion  t!ie  instrue- 
tiOTis  received  liy  deponent  and  given  to  his  subordinates 
have  becnthat  the  transportalion  olGovi;rnment  troops  over 
the  railroads  of  said  ecnnpany  should  have  the  preference  of 
all  other  bn.'iiiess,  and  sucli  instructions  li.ivebi'en  carried 
out ;  tliat  above  six  tiiousand  Iroops  have  been  carried  in  a 
day,  at  times,  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  over 
til*  railroads  of  said  company;  that  deponent  recollects  om; 
occasion  on  whieli,  besides  tiic  regular  trains  which  were 
uninterrnptedly  run,  there  were  eighteen-cxtrti  trains  run 
on  one  day  between  New  York  and  Philadelplija,  nine  each 
way,  all  of  which  carried  nothing  but  iroops  and  their  bag- 
gage ;  number  of  regiments  was  nine  or  I'-n;  that  troo|is 
have  never  been  delayed  a  daj' on  the  said  raiiioads  ofsaid 
company  by  wantof  rolling  stock  or  of  the  attrnition  or  dil- 
igence of  the  ofTieers  or  agents  of  said  coni[iany,  but  that 
tlie  company's  boats  and  ears  have  frequciilly  been  kept 
waiting  for  hours  for  the  arrival  of  troops  after  the  lioiir.s 
at  which  the  company  had  been  required  to  be  and  wen; 
ready  to  transport  such  troops ;  thatthesnid  company  could 
at  anytime  during  the  rebellion  have  carried  and  can  now 
carry  many  m<!re  troops  than  have  everollVred  ;  tliat  depo- 
nent reeolieets  the  times  wlien  Iroops  were  carrieil  between 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  over  the  Raritan  and  Delaware 
Bay  railroad  ;  that  at  such  times  the  Camden  and  Amboy. 
Company  wnc  prepared  to  carry  the  same  troops,  and  ex- 
pected to  carry  tlie  same,  and  could  and  would  have  car- 
ried the  same  more  expeditiously  than  they  were  carried 
over  said  Raritan  and  Delaware  Bay  railroad. 

R.  S.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Philadelphia,  this 
2d  day  of  Fcbruarv,  A.  D.  1864. 

JOS.  T.  Foiin, 

»  Notary  Public,  Philadelpliia. 

Pennsylvania,  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  wit: 

Walter  Frecnian,  being  duly  sworn,  on  his  oatli  dcposeth 
and  saith,  that  he  is  now  and  hath  been  for  several  years 
past  in  the  employ  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad 
Company  as  transportalion  ag-'nl  ;  that  the  said  company 
have  always  carrii'd  on  tlieir  railroails  between  New  Yoric 
and  Phili\delphia  all  troops  that  Inu  e  ever  been  brought  to 
be  transported,  and  could  have  carried  double  the  number 
of  troops  without  at  all  interfering  with  Ihe  regular  trains; 
that  no  troops  have  ever  been  delayeil  a  day  in  their  trans- 
portation between  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  that  depo- 
nent's instructions  have  been,  from  the  licgiiHiing  of  the 
rebcll  ion,  lo  give  to  the  transportalion  of  (■'ovcrn  men  t  troops 
and  supplies  the  pfefereiice  over  all  other  buslbcss;  that 
disponent  recollects  the  times  when  Iroops  were  uarrlcii 
ovin-  Ihe  Raritan  and  Delaware  Bay  railroad,  and  at  those 
times  Ihe  said  Camden  and  Aniboy  Itailroad  (-'ompany  were 
soliciting  the  transpoilalion  thereof,  and  desirous  of  doins 
it;  that  their  boats  were  in  waiting  and  ready  to  carry  the 
troops,  and  the  employes  expected  tlie  troops  would  conic 
by  the  said  Cainden  and  Amboy  route  ;  that  at  such  times 
the  (;amden  and  Amboy  railroail  e()uld  have  carried  the 
same  I  loops  and  liavc(b>iic>  fdl  the  business  they  were  doing 
without  iiilcrinplion  ;  thiil  the  eapai-ity  of  the  railroads  of 
said  ('aiiiden  and  Ainbov  <'<mipaiiv  has  never,  in  tliejiidg- 
nientof  deponent,  been  at  all  taxed  In  the  transpurtalioii  of 
troops  in  addltioii  to  their  regular  business. 

WALTER  FKEliM AN,  ^g't  TVs. 
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Sworn  .-iiid  subscribed  before  me,  at  Plliladelpliia,  tliis  2d 
day  of  February,  A.  D.  1834.  Witness  my  hand  and  ofRcial 
seal.  JOHN  II.  FINK, 

Notary  Public,  No.  223  Dock  street,  city. 

Wc  are  told  that  the.  war  is  nearly  over.  The 
dcmand.s  of  the  Government  hereafter  cannot  be 
as  great  as  they  have  been  heretofore.  What, 
tlien,  is  the  necessity  for  this  union  of  roads.' 
The  Government  does  not  ask  for  it.  'There  has 
been  no  petition  presented  here  by  anybody  ex- 
cept these  persons.  It  is  not  asked  for  by  the 
Government  nor  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

The  persons  named  in  the  affidavits  swear  that 
the  joint  companies  iiave  done  ail  of  the  business 
ofTered  to  them,  and  tlial  they  were  ready  and  will- 
ing to  do  all  that  tlie  Government  wanted,  and 
that  they  are  ready  to  transport  fifty  thousand 
troopsin  one  day  from  Philadel|)hiato  New  York. 
They  gave  the  road  up  to  the  Government  and 
drove  away  the  State  business  when  the  rebellion 
broke  out,  and  flooded  this  city  with  troops  that 
saved  it  from  Jeff.  Davis  and  his  cohorts  tliat  were 
thundering  at  its  gates. 

MESSAGK  tROM  THE  SENATE. 

^  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Fornet, 
their  Secretary,  notified  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate disagree  to  the  amendment  of  this  House  to 
the  fourth  amendmenljof  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of 
the  House  (No.  34)  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  iVlilitary  Academy  for  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1865;  ask  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence with  the  House  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  thereon;  and  have  appointed  Mr. 
Howe,  Mr.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Willet  the  com- 
mittee of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  341)  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  with 
Ecuador  for  the  mutual  adjustment  of  claims,  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  was  requested. 

FOREIGN  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  ALLEY.     I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
I  desire  to  submit  a  report  from  a  committee  of 
conference. 
The  report  was  read,  as  follows: 
The  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the  House  bill  (No. 
299)  entitled  "An  act  for  carrying  the  mails  from  the  United 
States  to  foreign  ports,  and  for  other  purposes,"  liaving  met, 
after  full  and  free  conference  have  agreed  to  recommend  and 
Ao  recommend  to  the  re^^pcctivo  Houses  as  follows,  to  wit: 
That  the  House  recede  from  its  disagreeing  votes  to  the 
Senate  amendments  numbers  one,  two,  four,  five,  and  six, 
and  agree  to  the  same. 

That  the  House  afso  recede  from  its  disagreeing  vote  to  the 
third  Seirate  amendment,  and  agree  to  the  same  with  the 
fullowing  amendment,  to  wit :  strike  out  the  word  "either" 
and  insert  the  word  "both;"  to  which  amendment  the  Sen- 
ate consenx  and  concur. 

That  the  House  recede  from  its  disagreeing  vote  to  the 
Senate's  seventh  amendment,  and  agrcie  to  the  same  as 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

Sec.  7.  Jlnd  he  it  fmlher  enacted.  That  the  Postmaster 
General  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered 
to  suspend  the  operation  of  so  n)uch  of  the  eighth  section 
of  the  act  of  the  31st  of  August,  1852,  as  authorizes  the 
conveyance  of  letters  otherwise  than  in  the  mails  on  any 
such  mail  routes  as  in  his  opinion  the  public  Interest  may 
require. 

And  the  Senate  consent  and  agree  to  such  amendment 
aad  adopt  the  same. 

J.  COLLAMER, 
JOHN  CONNESS, 
C.  U.  BUCKALEVV, 
Managers  on  tJiC  part  of  the  Senate. 
JOHN  15.  ALLEY, 
JOHN  V.  Ij.  PRUYN, 
C.  COLE, 
Managers  on  Ike  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Upon  the  first  six  amendments 
there  was  no  disagreement,  as  they  were  verbal 
amendments,  with  a  single  exception,  and  that 
was  comparatively  unimportant. 

To  the  seventh  amendment  of  the  Senate  the 
House  disagreed,  and  that  was  an  addition  to  the 
House  bill  by  the  Senate  of  a  section  which  I 
will  read: 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  of  31st  August,  1852,  as  author- 
izes the  conveyance  of  loners  otherwiiie  than  in  the  mails 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ri'poaled,  except  only  as  to 
Icucrs  containing  money  or  accorapanyine  packages,  and 
relating  thereto.  i      /     fa  i  b    , 

Thi.s  additional  section  repeals  tlic  law  of  1852 
so  far  as  it  authorized  the  convcyatfce  of  letters 
otherwi-so  than  in  the  mails.  Hy  the  law  of  184,^, 
all  mail  mattiM-  was  prohibitml  from  !)cing  carried 
upon  post  routes  by  any  one  out  of  the  mails.  In 
IS-Sri  that  law  was  amended  so  as  to  provide  that 
letters  and  other  mail  matter  might  be  carried  by 


express  companies  ffi-  by  individual.?,  provided  the 
legal  postage  was  prepaid  and  the  envelopes  in 
which  the  matter  was  carried  were  stamped.  The 
Senate  proposed  by  this  additional  section  to  re- 
peal that  law.  In  case  of  the  repeal  of  that  law, 
we  should  fall  back  upon  the  law  of  1845.  That 
law  was  regarded  as  working  a  hardship,  at  the 
time  of  the  enactment  of  the  law  of  1852,  upon 
the  business  interests  of  the  country,  and  the 
reasons  alleged  by  the  Senate  for  its  repeal  v/ere, 
that  upon  the  Pacific  coast,  in  many  instances, 
great  abuses  had  been  practiced. 

Tlie  conference  committee  agreed  upon  an 
amendment  to  that  provision  of  the  Senate,  and 
to  it  the  unanimous  assent  of  the  committee  of 
both  Houses  was  given.  As  proposed  to  beamend~ 
ed  it  will  read  as  follows: 

And  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Postmaster  General 
be,  and  ho  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  so  much  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of 
the  31st  of  August,  1852,  as  authorizes  the  conveyance  of 
letters  otherwise  than  in  the  mails  on  any  such  mail  routes 
as  in  his  opinion  the  public  interest  may  require. 

That  leaves  the  matter  entirely  in  the  discretion 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  he  may  adopt  the 
remedy  so  far  as  it  may  seem  necessary  to  pro- 
iriote  the  interest  of  the  public  service.  To  this 
provision, with  the  modification  indicated,  the  con- 
ference committee  could  see  no  objection.  They 
therefore  agreed  to  report  to  their  respective 
Houses  a.  recommendation  that  the  amendment 
with  this  additional  provision  be  adopted. 

Now,  if  no  additional  information  is  required, 
I  will  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  secon^d,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put;  and  under  the 
operation  thereof  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY  BILL. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  Chair 
whether  a  committee  of  conference  has  been  re- 
quested by  the  Senate  upon  the  Military  Academy 
bill. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  has. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  move  that  the  request  of  the 
Senate  be  granted,  and  that  a  committee  of  con- 
ference be  appointed  upon  the  part  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and     • 

The  SPEAKER  subsequently  appointed  as 
sucii  committee  Mr.  Fenton,  IVIr.  Blow,  and 
Mr.  J.  R.  Morris. 

GOVERNMENTS  FOR  REBELLIOUS  STATES. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
now  call  up  my  motion,  made  some  time  since, 
to  reconsider  the  nnotion  by  which  the  bill  of  the 
House  (H.  R.  No.  244)  guarantying  to  certain 
States  whose  governments  have  been  usurped  or 
overthrown  arepublican  form  of  government  was 
referred  to  the  select  committee  on  the  rebellious 
States. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  desire  to 
make  a  suggestion.  I  understand  that  this  bill 
was  referred  to  the  select  committee  and  is  now 
before  it,  and  that  it  v/111  be  in  order  for  them  to 
repo^^t  at  anytime  when  the  committee  is  called. 
The  suggestion  1  wish  to  make  is  this:  that  if 
this  measure  is  brought  before  the  House  by  the 
motion  to  reconsider,  it  will  block  up  all  the  other 
committees  for  the  time  during  which  it  is  being 
discus.scd  in  the  House. 

Mr  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Whether  it  will 
block  them  up  or  not  will  depend  upon  the  ac- 
tion of  the  House.  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Docs  the  gentleman  intend 
to  ask  action  on  the  bill  now.' 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  ask  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  but  not  immediate  action. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  recoiiimitting  the 
bill  to  the  selcctcommitteeon  the  rebtJliousStates; 
and  being  put,  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  ordering  the 
bill  to  1)0  engrossed  and  i-ead  a  third  time. 

Mr.  DA  vis,  of  Maryland,  then  addressed  the 
House.  [His  speech  will  be  published  in  the 
Appendix.] 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  principal 
features  of  the  proposed  legislation  now  under 
consideration  were  before  the  House  nearly  two 
years  ago,  in  the  form  of  a  bill  reported  by  Mr. 
Ashley,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Terri- 


tories, to  establish  provisional  governments  for 
the  districts  of  country  in  rebellion  against  the 
United  States.  That  bill  was  laid  oii  the  table 
without  discussion;  but  soon  thrreaftcr,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  I 
attempted  to  show  that  its  provisions  were  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Constitution  and  suitable  to  the 
distracted  condition  of  the  country. 

In  justification  of  such  legislation,  I  assumed 
the  ground  that  the  so-called  seceded  States  had 
ceased  to  exist  under  the  Coijstitution;  that  their 
constitutional  governments  had  been  abrogated; 
that  if  rfe/acio  governments  had  supervened — be- 
ing in  opposition  to  and  in  defiance  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  and  in  a  state  of  actual  war 
against  the  Union — they  were  illegal  and  void; 
that  to  deny  this  and  maintain  their  existence  as 
legitimate,  organized  States  is  an  admission  of  the  ' 
docti'ine  of  secession;  because,  having  i-cpudiated 
the  Ffcderal  authority  and  formed  a  hostile  con- 
federacy and  waged  war  against  the  United  States, 
and  having  no  governments  that  can  be  recognized 
under  the  Constitution,  if  such  States  or  govern- 
ments have  a  legal  existence,  they  must  be  re- 
garded as  foreign  Powers.  But  I  denied  the  doc- 
trine of  secession,  and  insisted  that  though  a  State, 
or  the  people  and  constituted  authorities  thereof, 
may  commit  treason  and  forfeit  their  franchises 
and  cease  to  have  existence  as  a  legal  State  organ- 
ization, still  they  cannot  lawfully  cast  off  their 
allegiance  to  the  Federal  authority,  and  that  v/hen 
a  State  becomes  vacated  by  treason,  her  territory 
and  people  still  remaining  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  it  is  the  right  and  the  im- 
perative duty  of  the  national  authority  to  provide 
a  government  for  the  people  and  secure  the  resto- 
ration of  domestic  tranquillity.  That  bill,  though 
somewhat  different  in  its  details,  was  in  principle 
similar  to  the  one  now  under  considci-ation.  Its 
competency  rested  upon  the  same  basis,  and  the 
remarks  I  offered  in  reference  thereto  would  be 
equally  applicable  in  the  present  discussion;  but 
I  shall  not  here  repeat  them. 

During  the  last  two  years  we  have  made  prog- 
ress. There  has  been  much  discussion  touching 
the  condition  of  the  seceded  States,  and  a  very 
radical  change  has  transpired  as  well  in  the  public 
mind  as  in  the  policy  of  the  Government.  For  a 
long  time  after  the  commencement  of  the  war 
there  seemed  to  be  great  apprehoision  on  the  part 
of  all  bi'unches  of  the  Government  fhat  something 
might  be  done  or  omitted  that  would  operate  as 
an  admission  that  the  rebel  States  have  in  law 
seceded.  For  some  time  we  seemed  to  be  con- 
founded by  the  anomalous  state  of  affairs,  and  the 
confusion  of  ideas  everywhere  prevalent.  A  very 
respectable  class  of  our  people,  in  point  of  num- 
bers, denied  that  a  rebellious  State  can  be  lawfully 
coerced  into  submission;  others,  admitting  the 
sovereignty  of  the  nation  and  demanding  an  en- 
forcement of  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  were 
nevertheless  fearful  of  the  adoption  of  unconsti- 
tutional means.  We  did  not,  in  the  earlier  stages 
of  the  rebellion, 'seem  to  comprehend  precisely 
the  status  of  the  seceded  districts.  We  saw  State 
after  State  renounce  allegiance  to  the  Union  and 
enter  into  a  hostile,  confederacy.  Wc  saw  that 
whatever  of  government  remained  in  these  States 
was  antagonistic  and  inimical;  still  wc  spoke  of 
them  as  States  of  the  Union.  We  did  not  read- 
ily apply  the  familiar  principle  that  an  illegal 
government  is  a  void  government,  and  that  a 
void  govertmient  is  no  government.  It  is  not  in- 
tended by  this  that  where  a  State  government  be- 
comes void  in  law  by  reason  of  treason,  there  is 
necessarily  no  body-politic,  no  dc  facto  organiza- 
tion; but  in  such  case  the  State  has  no  legal  ex- 
istence under  the  Constitution.  We  knew,  in 
point  of  fact,  that  the  great  mass  of  the  rebels  had 
taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  a  hostile  contVdcr- 
acy,  and  were  represented  iii  a  rebel  congress. 
We  felt  at  liberty  to  shoot  them  down,  and  sent 
half  a  million  men  to  the  field  for  that  purpose. 
Wc  knew  if  they  had  any  laws,  any  constitu- 
tions, they  had  carried  them  into  the  rebel  camp; 
but  nevertheless  we  continued  to  talk  about  the 
rights  of  the  States,  the  requirements  of  the  local 
laws,  and  the  inviolability  of  domestic  i\istitu- 
tions.  We  did  not  clearly  distinguish  between 
abantlomnent  or  abrogation  and  legal  seces.sion. 
Wc  did  not  believe  that  a  State  can  lawfully  se- 
cede, and  therefore  we  somehow  got  the  invpres- 
sion  that  South  Carolina,  tiiough  waging  war 
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against  the  Union,  was  a  legal  subsisting  State 
organization  under  the  Constitution  of  tiie  United 
States,  and  entitled  to  recognition  and  respect. 
Hence  we  did  not  immediately  discover  that  the 
destruction  of  local  government  had  prepared  the 
way  for  the  substitution  of  Federal  authority. 

Acting  under  such  delusions,  our  generals  in 
the  field  published  orders  and  proclamations  pre- 
venting as  well  the  release  as  the  escape  of  slaves. 
Colored  men  were  property  by  the  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  therefore'you  must  not  let  them  shoot 
their  masters.  In  some  instances  avowed  rebels 
proceeded  to  our  camps  and  demanded  and  re- 
ceived the  surrender  of  slaves,  claiming  them  as 
property,  secured  alike  by  their  own  State  laws 
and  the  supreme  laws  of  the  land.  Belligerent 
rights  were  adopted  with  caution,  lest  the  inde- 
pendence oftlie  rebels  should  thereby  be  conceded. 
Everywhere  extreme  prudence  was  observed,  and 
everywhere  defunct  laws  of  defunct  States  were 
attempted  to  be  galvanized  into  life.  Even  in  this 
Hall,  for  a  \ong  time  during  the  last  Congress, 
we  exhibited  the  farce  of  calling  South  Carolina 
and  her  sister  conspirators  for  bills  and  resolu- 
tion.s.  In  July,  1862,  the  President — with  his 
habitual  caution  and  prudence,  and  in  consonance, 
it  is  believed,  with  a  very  extensive  public  senti- 
ment, in  a  solemn  document  in  relation  to  the  con- 
fiscation act  laid  before  both  Houses  of  Congress 
— declared  that  it  was  "  startling  to  say  that  Con- 
gress can  freeaslave  within  a  State;"  and  yet, on 
the  1st  day  of  January  following,  he  issued  a 
proclamation  that  will  render  his  name  as  famous 
and  imperishable  as  thatof  Washington,  irt  which 
he  declared  freedom  to  nearly  all  the  slaves  in  the 
seceded  districts. 

But  I  repeat,  we  have  made  progress.  We 
have  after  much  delay  determined  to  confiscate 
the  property  of  rebels.  We  no  longer  drive  back 
the  fugitive  from  oppression  to  miserable  bond- 
age. We  no  longer  force  him  against  his  will  to 
nrosccute  acts  of  treason  and  rebellion,  but  we 
invite  him  to  partake  of  the  blessings  of  freedom; 
wc  give  him  a  musket,  and  rank  him  among  the 
defenders  of  the  country.  We  have  determined 
to  prosecute  the  war  in  accordance  with  the  laws 
of  nations,  disregarding  the  pretended  constitu- 
tional claims  of  rebelsin  arms.  Still,  sir,  there  is 
some  difference  of  opinion  in  the  country  in  re- 
gard to  the  proper  mode  of  treating  those  States 
and  in  respect  to  the  power  of  Congress  over 
them.  Even  in  this  Hall  we  occasionally  hear  a 
feeble  echo  of  non-coercion  sentiment;  but  the" 
voice  of  the  people  is  for  war  and  complete  sub- 
jugation. 

Perhaps  among  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion there  is  not  entire  unanimity  on  all  points  of 
minor  consideration;  but  I  believe  they  generally 
agree  that  the  Government  has  autliority  to  su- 
perintend, regulate,  and  control  themanner  of  the 
restoration  of  the  seceded  States  to  the  Union ,  and 
to  impose  such  conditions  as  the  public  safety 
may  require.  I  regard  the  difference  of  opinion 
on  this  side  of  the  House  as  one  rather  of  terms 
than  of  ideas,  of  theory  ratlyer  than  of  practice. 
Whether,  as  it  seems  to  me,  the  State  is  out  of 
existence,  or  as  is  alleged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [iVIr.  Davis,]  the  State  survives,  but 
the  government  is  abrogated  and  the  constitution 
is  "absolutely  dead,"  (which  I  think  is  substan- 
tially the  same  proposition,)  "and  incapable  of 
revival  exce|)t  by  a  revolutionary  process  ;"  or  as 
is  afTumed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[iMr.  Stevens,]  the  seceded  States  are  foreign 
Powers,  is  not  [)erhap3  material  to  the  present 
discussion.  The  important  inquiry  is  not  what 
technical  v/ords  will  most  aptly  define  the  anom- 
alous condition  of  the  seceded  districts,  but  the 
pertinent,  practical  questions  are.  What  can  wc 
do  with  them  ?  How  fur  can  the  national  Govern- 
ment exercise  jurisdiction  within  its  own  territo- 
rial limits?  To  what  extent  may  it  intervene  to 
protect  its  own  loyal  citizens  in  the  midst  of  rcibels.? 
What  are  its  powers  as  an  agent  in  tlie  rcestab- 
I'lshmcntoflawful  State  governments, and  to  what 
extent  may  it  provide  for  security  in  the  future.' 

Each  of  the  theories  to  which  I  have  referred 
asserts  all  the  power  necessary  to  warrant  the 
passage  of  the  bill  in  question,  as  well  as  all  the 
authority  that  I  have  ever  deemed  requisite  for  a 
nafe  rt-construction  of  the  Government.  Nor  do 
I  perceive  that  tin;  adoption  of  either  in  exclusion 
<»l  the  »thera  would' nrodu(;c  any  practical  differ- 
ence in  results.     If  the  State  be  abrogated  we  may 


permit  a  new  creation  with  such  restrictions  as 
we  may  be  pleased  to  direct.  If  the  State  sur- 
vives, but  her  constitution  and  government  have 
been  destroyed,  we  may  allow  a  reorganization 
under  such  conditions  and  with  such  limitations 
as  we  see  proper  to  impose.  If  the  State  has  be- 
come a  foreign  Power,  then,  as  a  conquered  prov- 
ince, we  may  treat  her  as  a  part  of  the  national 
domain;  and  in  either  case  we  may  provide  for 
her  people  suitablego  vernment  and  for  such  length 
of  time  as  she  shall  be  unable  to  resume  her  place 
in  the  Union.  Indeed,  we  are  solemnly  bound 
by  the  organic  law  to  "guaranty  to  every  State 
in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of  government." 
But  how.'  What  is  the  construction  of  this  pro- 
vision, and  what  is  the  extent  of  the  obligation.' 
It  is  clear  that  it  does  not  bind  the  Union  in  any 
case  to  maintain  a  State  government.  Such  an 
obligation,  for  reasons  that  1  shall  state  hereafter, 
would  be  as  absurd  as  it  would  be  impossible  of 
performance. 

This  clause  in  the  Constitution,  l*y  misconstruc- 
tion, as  it  seems  to  me,  has  led  the  minds  of  gen- 
tlemen into  the  strangest  and  wildest  mystifica- 
tion. They  argue  that  as  a  necessary  consequence 
of  its  existence,  both  in  law  and  in  fact,  a  State 
once  organized  and  admitted  into  the  Union  will 
ever  remain  a  legitimate,  organized  State;  and 
therefore,  assuming  this  as  a  postulate,  it  is  al- 
leged that  a  State  cannot  secede.  The  truth  or 
falsity  of  this  corollary  depends  upon  what  is 
understood  by  the  term  secession.  The  rebels, 
who  are  entitled  to  the  credit  of  introducing  this 
word  into  (Air  political  language,  claim  that  it  is 
the  right  of  a  State  at  any  time,  at  her  election, 
to  withdraw  peaceably  from  the  Union.  This, 
in  popular  language,  we  call  the  doctrine  of  se- 
cession; a  doctrine,  I  need  hardly  add,  to  which 
no  loyal  American  will- subscribe.  Taking  this 
as  the  true  definition  of  secession  we  say  that  no 
State  can  secede,  that  is,  legally  withdraw  from 
the  Union  without  the  consent  of  the  other  mem- 
bers. Whether  there  may  be  secession  in  fact  is 
a  question  of  physical  power.  Should  the  rebels 
prevail  and  establish  their  independence,  such  a 
result  would  not  vindicate  the  doctrine  of  seces- 
sion, but  it  would  be  the  establishment  of  seces- 
sion in  fact.  Would  it  not,  in  that  event,  be 
ridiculous  to  aflirm  that  because,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, there  is  to  every  State  guarantied  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government,  therefore  those  estab- 
lished independent  States  were  still  States  of  the 
Union.' 

For  the  same  reason,  it  is  said  that  no  State  can 
commit  suicide;  but  no  sane  man  believes  that  a 
policy  of  life  assurance  will  secure  immortality  to 
the  assured.  So  it  may  be  said  that  no  man  can 
commit  murder,  because,  in  all  ages,  it  has  been 
a  crime  against  law;  and  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  expressly  declares  thatno  man  shall 
"be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property  without 
due  process  of  law."  Yet  Cain  slew  his  brother. 
Gibbets,  as  punitive  instruments,  may  be  seen 
throughout  the  country;  and  within  the  last  three 
years  the  rebels  have  murdered  a  quarter  of^mil- 
lion  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the  principles  appli- 
cable to  the  questions  of  secession.  State  suicide, 
the  abrogation  of  State  constitutions  and  State 
governments,  are  simple  and  easily  illustrated. 
No  State  can,  without  consent,  legally  withdraw 
from  the  Union;  therefore  there  can  be  no  legal 
secession.  No  State  can  release  her  territory  and 
people  from  the  claims  and  injunctions  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  until  she  shall  have  established 
her  independence  by  force  of  arms;  so  iti  that 
sense  no  State  is  out  of  the  Union.  When  a 
State,  by  the  consent  and  active  participation  of 
her  officers  and  people,  has  repudiated  and  fore- 
sworn the  Federal  authority  and  joined  an  antag- 
onistic confederacy,  she  is  no  longer  a  State  in 
the  Union;  but  her  territory  and  people,  until  she 
shall  have  established  her  enfranchisement,  will 
remain  within  tliejurisdiction  oftlie  United  States 
and  amenable  to  Federal  authority.  If  she  suc- 
ceeds, whatever  may  be  the  guarantees  of  the  or- 
aamc.  hiw,  her  whole  territory  is  out  of  the  Union. 
I'y  the  action  oftlie  people  and  the  State  author- 
ities in  making  war  upon  the  United  States  and 
forming  a  foreign  alliance,  the  State,  or  the  gov- 
ernmeni,  if  you  like  the  term  better,  is  out  of 
existence.  Certainly  you  do  not  recognize  the 
rebel  authorities,  and  there  is  no  other  in  tho-ss 
States;  so  it  follows  that  there  is  no  government 


in  the  seceded  districts  that  can  be  recognized 
under  the  Federal  Constitution.  Ashere  used,  I  re- 
gard the  terms  State  and  government  as  synony- 
mous, because  I  cannot  conceive  of  a  State,  in  the 
sense  used,  as  applicable  to  our  political  system, 
without  some  kind  of  governmental  organization. 

Now,  I  repeat  that  the  Constitution  does  not 
guaranty  that  every  State  shall  maintain  a  State 
government.  It  does  not  agree  that  every  State 
shall  be  properly  officered;  that  she  shall  be  rep- 
resented in  Congress,  and  retain  her  constitution, 
her  laws,  and  herorganization.  It  does  not  agree 
that  the  machinery  of  government  shall  be  kept 
in  operation.  There  is  no  power  in  the  General 
Government  to  electa  Governor  of  a  State.  Nei- 
ther the  President  nor  Congress,  nor  both  com- 
bined, can  elect  a  Federal  Senator  or  Represent- 
ative, a  member  of  a  State  Legislature,  or  even 
a  town  constable.  There  is  no  power  to  prevent 
a  State  from  amending,  changing,  or  abolishing 
her  constitution,  and  should  she  abrogate  it  by  an 
vote  of  her  people,  there  is  no  power  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  make  another  for  her.  State 
governments.  State  constitutions,  and  State  elec- 
tions spring  from  the  will  of  the  people.  If  >lie 
people  will  not  have  them  they cannotexist;  you 
may  guaranty  and  protect  the  people  against 
monarchy;  but  you  cannot  be  assured,  and  there- 
fore you  cannot  undertake,  that  they  will  keep  in 
operation  those  functions  of  government  without 
which  there  can  be  no  State. 

What  then  is  the  true  construction  of  this  clause 
of  the  Constitution?  The  meaning  seems  to  me 
obvious.  The  Federal  Government  has  pledged 
its  faith  thatno  State  of  the  Union  shall  be  forced 
or  even  permitted  to  have  a  monarchical  govern- 
ment, and  that  it  will  render  all  needful  aid  to  en- 
able the  people  to  sustain  one  republican  in  form; 
but  if  they  will  not  have  it  you  cannot  exercise 
the  functions  of  State  government  for  them.  Such 
is  the  present  condition  of  the  rebellious  districts. 
They  had  State  governments  under  the  Constitu- 
tion and  within  the  Union,  but  they  tore  them 
into  pieces  and  cast  away  the  fragments.  They 
would  not  have  them;  they  would  not  be  pro- 
tected. But  amid  the  traitors,  surrounded  by  the 
ruins  of  those  fallen  governments,  are  true  patriots 
and  loyal  men.  They  are  citizens  of  our  com- 
mon country,  and  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  guar- 
antied by  the  Federal  Constitution.  They  had 
not  votes  and  arms  sufficient  to  resist  the  traitors. 
You  have  strength  to  crush  out  rebellion,  but 
you  cannot  vote  nor  elect  officers  for  them.  But 
you  can  give  them  temporary  government,  repub- 
lican in  form, .such  as  is  now  enjoyed  by  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  American  citizens  without  the 
limits  of  State  organizations;  and  adopt  prompt 
and  efficient  measures  for  an  early  restoration  to 
their  former  rights  and  privileges.  Such,  I  un- 
derstand, is  the  purpose  oftlie  bill. 

I  shall  not  now  inquire  whether  this  bill  is  in 
all  respects  the  best  that  can  be  devised.  On  ques- 
tions so  grave  and  so  new  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  different  minds  will  arrive  at  precisely  the 
same  conclusions,  especially  in  matters  of  detail. 
But  it  appears  to  me  that  it  provides  substantially 
for  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  It  asserts  very 
distinctly  that  the  governments  of  the  seceded 
States  have  been  overthrown.  It  declares  the 
right,  where  local  laws  have  become  extinct,  to 
substitute  Inderal  authority.  It  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  a  provisional  "governor,  who 
shall  be  charged  with  the  civil  administration  of 
such  State  until  a  State  government  therein  shall 
be  recognized."  It  provides,  "so  soon  as  the 
military  resistance  to  the  United  States  shall  have 
been  suppressed  in  any  such  State  and  the  peo- 
ple thereof  shall  have  sufficiently  returned  lo  their 
obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,"  and  one  tenth  of  the  white  male 
citizens  shall  have  taken  an  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  for  the  calling 
of  a  "  convention  charged  to  declare  the  will  of 
the  people  of  the  State  relative  to  the  reestablish- 
mcnt  of  a  Stale  government."  It  excludes  from 
the  electors  of  delegates,  as  also  from  the  th^lc- 
gates  to  such  convention,  every  "  person  who  has 
held  or  exercised  any  office,  civil  or  military. 
Slate  or  confederate,  under  the  rebel  usurpation, 
or  who  has  voluntarily  borne  arms  against  the 
Uniied  Sial(>s."  It  provides  "  that  all  persons 
held  to  involuntary  servitude  or  labor  in  the 
State"  shall  bo  "  emancipated  and  discharged 
therefrom."    It  provides  also  that  there  shall  be 
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incorporated  into  the  constitution  of  'the  State 
the  following  provisions: 

"  1.  No  person  who  has  held  or  exercised  any  office,  civil 
or  military,  State  or  confederate,  under  the  usurping  power, 
shall  vote  for  or  be  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  or  Gov- 
ernor. 

"2.  Involuntary  servitude  is  forever  prohibited,  and  the 
freedom  of  all  persons  is  guarantied  in  said  State." 

From  the  very  commencement  of  civil  war,  to 
statesmen,  as  well  as  to  the  masses  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  question  of  reconstruction  has  been  a 
source  of  great  embarrassment.  While  in  some 
quarters  theories  and  plans  were  suggested  at.an 
early  day,  in  others  it  was  insisted  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  postponed  until  after  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  rebellion  and  the  restoration  of  order. 
It  is  difficult,  however,  to  understand  how  the 
latter  proposition  can  be  carried  into  effect,  how 
seven  million  people  can  be  reduced  to  order  with- 
out some  kind  of  civil  government.  But  for  some 
months"  past  we  have  been  admonished  by  the 
course  of  events  that  delay  cannot,  with  safety, 
be  much  longer  tolerated.  In  Arkansas,  Louisi- 
ana, and  Tennessee  the  loyal  rtien  are  demanding 
protection  and  deliverance  from  anarchy,  mis- 
rule, and  tyranny.  Their  voice  has  been  heard 
at  the  Executive  Mansion,  and  responded  to  in  a 
proclamation  accompanying  the  last  annual  mes- 
sage. This  is  the  first  distinct  act  of  any  branch 
of  the  Government  looking  to  a  soluUon  of  the 
difficulty.  Without  stopping,  sir,  to  inquire  to 
what  extent  this  power  is  conferred  upon  the  ex- 
ecutive department,  I  hail  the  proclamation  with 
gladness  as  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  It  is  a 
beacon-light  by  which  we  may  be  led  but  of  the 
labyrinth  in  which  we  have  been  groping.  The 
President  has  performed  his  part;  it  remains  to 
us  to  do  ours.  What  he  has  thus  happily  initi- 
ated we  must  fashion  and  complete.  He  could 
do  no  more.  He  is  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Army  and  Navy.  He  can  declare  martial 
law  and  repress  rebellion,  but  he  has  no  power 
to  institute  civil  government.  He  may  impose 
conditions,  grant  pardons,  and  proclaim  an  am- 
nesty, but  he  cannot  admit  new  States.  This 
bill,  or  something  akin  to  it,  comes  in  requisition 
as  a  handmaid  to  the  proclamation,  in  order  to 
render  it  safe  and  efficient.  Nor  is  there  any  con- 
flict or  incongruity  between  the  two.  The  proc- 
lamation asserts  that  "the  loyal  State  govern- 
ments of  several  States  have  for  a  long  time  been 
subverted."  It  assumes  the  right  to  require  oaths 
and  to  prescribe  terms  as  conditions  precTedentto 
the  reestablishment  of  a  State  government  that 
"shall  be  recognized  as  the  true  government  of 
the  State." 

The  bill  goes  somewhat  further,  but  the  princi- 
ple upon  which  the  authority  is  assumed  is  the 
same  in  each.  If  you  have  power  to  intervene  in 
the  local  affairs  of  the  seceded  districts,  it  is  upon 
the  assumption  that  the  State  or  at  least  the  local 
government  is  overthrown.  Certainly  you  could 
not  require  test  oaths,  nor  dictate  as  to  the  class 
of  persons  who  should  control  the  government  of 
Michigan  or  any  other  loyal  State.  If  you  can 
impose  one  condition  you  may  insist  upon  others. 
The  proclamation  suggests  it,  "  as  not  improper, 
that  in  constructing  a  loyal  State  government  in 
any  State,  the  name  of  the  State,  the  boundary, 
the  subdivisions,  the  constitution,  and  the  general 
code'o  flaws,  as  before  the  rebellion,  be  maintained, 
subject  only  to  the  modifications  made  necessary 
by  the  conditions"  therein  "  stated,  and  such  oth- 
ers, if  any,  not  contravening  said  conditions,  and 
which  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  those  framing 
the  new  State  government." 

Now,  it  is  manifest  that  if  the  President  has 
power  to  direct  the  organization  of  a  "  new  State 
government"  with  "  modifications"  he  may  di- 
rect and  require  just  such  and  just  so  many  mod- 
ifications, not  inconsistent  with  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, as  siiall  seem  to  him  expedient.  If  he 
may  require  modifications  that  shall  guaranty  the 
liberty  of  frcedmen,  he  may  also  insist  upon  such 
changes  in  tiie  constitution  and  laws  as  will  abol- 
ish the  institution  of  slavery  and  exclude  traitors 
from  the  elective  franchise.  Conceding,  then,  the 
competency  of  the  proclamation,  it  is  clear  that 
the  difference  between  that  instrument  and  the  bill 
docs  notarise  outof  the  question  of  constitutional 
authority,  but  that  it  consists  in  the  extent  to 
which  the  acknowledged  power  is  proposed  to  be 
exercised.  It  is  a  difference  in  degree  and  not  of 
principle. 

Should  tkero  be  any  doubt  of  the  corrcctneBs  of 


my  construction  of  the  proclamation,  in  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  the  condition  of  the  seceded  States  and 
the  power  of  the  Federal  Govei;nmentas  an  agent 
in  reconstruction,  it  would  be  removed,  I  think, 
by  reference  to  the  proclamation  of  General  Banks, 
issued  at  New  Orleans,  January  II,  1864,  in  pur- 
suance,as  he  says,  "  of  tiuthority  vested"  in  him 
"  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,"  inviting 
the  loyalcilizens  to  cast  their  votes  for  the  elec- 
tion of  State  officers.  This  proclamation  declares 
that  certain  officers  therein  named  "  shall,  when 
elected,  for  the  time  being  and  until  others  are 
appointed  by  competent  authority,  constitute  the 
civil  government  of  the  State  under  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  Louisiana,  except  so  much  of  the 
said  constitution  and  laws  as  recognize,  regulate, 
or  relate  to  slavery,  which  being  incompatible 
with  the  present  condition  of  public  affairs,  and 
plainly  inapplicable  to  any  class  of  persons  now 
existing  within  its  limits,  must  be  suspended,  and 
they  are  therefore  and  hereby  declared  to  be  in- 
operative and  void." 

The  proclamation  also  asserts  the  authority  to 
call  a  convention  for  the  revision  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  declare  the  basis  of  representation,  the 
number  of  the  delegates,  and  the  details  ofelection , 
in  the  following  language: 

"IV.  In  order  that  the  organic  law  of  the  State  may  be 
made  to  conform  to  the  will  of  the  people  and  harmonize 
with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  as"well  at  to  maintain  and  pre- 
serve the  ancient  landmarks  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
an  election  of  delegates  to  a  convention  for  the  revision  of 
the  constitution  will  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April, 
1864.  The  basis  of  representation,  the  number  of  delegates, 
and  the  detailsof  election  will  be  announced  in  subsequent 
orders." 

'  It  is  hardly  possible  to  assert  a  more  complete 
and  total  abrogation  of  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  Louisiana,  or  to  claim  a  more  absolute  and  un- 
divided authority  and  control  over  the  local  affairs 
of  that  disorganized  portion  of  our  country. 

I  have  said  that  I  approve  of  the  President's 
proclamation  as  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  I 
do  not  complain  that  it  goes  no  further;  but  with 
profound  respect  I  submit  that  the  aid  of  con- 
gressional actiom  may  be  found  convenient,  per- 
haps absolutely  necessary,  to  render  it  entirely 
adequate  to  a  safe  reconstruction  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

"New  States,"  says  the  Constitution,  "  may 
be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union." 
Now,  if  the  restoration  of  Florida  would  not  be 
the  admission  of  a  new  State,  it  would  at  least,  in 
the  language  of  the  President's  proclamation,  be 
the  recognition  of  a  "new  State  government." 
It  would  be  giving  an  influence  and  participation 
in  the  administration  of  the  governmental  affairs 
of  this  country  to  a  State  government  that  now 
has  no  existence.  It  is  certainly  analogous  to 
the  admission  of  a  new  State,  and  I  need  hardly 
amplify  the  argument  to  show  that  it  is  a  proper 
subject  for  the  deliberation  of  Congress. 

I  will  now,  for  a  moment,  call  your  attention 
to  the  proclamation  with  the  view  to  consider 
whether,  independent  of  the  suggestions  just 
made,  the  object  to  be  attained  would  not  be  fa- 
cilitated and  more  certainly  secured  by  concurrent 
aid  from  legislation.  That  document  grants  "  a 
full  pardon"  to  certain  persons  "  upon  the  con- 
dition that  every  such  person  shall  take  and  sub- 
scribe an  oath, and  thenceforward-keep  and  main- 
tain said  oath  inviolate,"  and  directs  that  said 
"  oath  be  registered  for  permanent  preservation." 
I  read  from  the  proclamation: 

"  I, ,  do  solemnly  swear,  in  the  presence  of  Al- 
mighty God,  that  I  will  henceforth  faithfully  support,  pro- 
tect, and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
the  Union  of  the  States  thereunder;  and  that  I  will,  in  like 
manner,  abide  by  and  faithfully  support  all  acts  of  Congress 
passed  during  the  existing  rebellion  with  reference  to  slaves, 
so  long  and  so  far  as  not  repealed,  modified,  or  held  void  by 
Congress,  or  by  decision  ^'  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  that 
I  will,  in  like  manner,  abide  by  and  faithfully  support  all 
proclamations  of  the  President  made  during  the  existing 
rebellion  having  reference  to  slaves,  so  long  and  so  far  as 
not  modified  or  declared  void  by  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court.    So  help  me  God." 

It  also  contains  a  proposition  for  the  reiSstab- 
lishment  of  State  governments  which  I  will  also 
read: 

"And  I  do  further  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known, 
that  whenever,  in-  any  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Texas, 
liouisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia,  Flor- 
ida, South  Carolina,  and  North  Carolina,  a  number  of  per- 
sons, not  less  than  one  tenth  in  number  of  the  votes  cast  in 
such  State  at  the  presidential  election  of  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1860,  each  having  taken  the  oath  aforesaid  and  not  hav- 
ingcincc  violated  it,  and  being  a  qualified  voter  by  the  elec- 
tion law  of  the  .State  existing  Immediately  before  the  so- 


called  act  of  secession,  and  excluding  all  others,  shall  re- 
establish a  State  government  which  shall  be  republican, 
and  in  nowise  contravening  said  oath,  such  shall  be  recog- 
nized as  the  true  government  of  the  State,  and  the  State 
shall  receive  thereunder  the  benefits  of  the  constitutional 
provision  which  declares  that  '  the  United  States  shall  guar- 
anty to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment, and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion; 
and,  on  application  of  the  Legislature,  or  the  Executive, 
(when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened,)  against  domes- 
tic violence.'" 

There  is  also  another  sentence- in  the  procla- 
mation to  which  it  may  be  proper  to  call  your 
•ittention: 

"  And  it  is  suggested  as  not  improper  that,  in  construct- 
ing a  loyal  State  government  in  any  State,  the  name  of  the 
State,  the  boundary,  the  subdivisions,  the  constitution,  and 
the  general  code  of  laws,  as  before  the  rebellion,  be  main- 
tained, subject  only  to  the  modifications  made  necessary 
by  the  conditions  hereinbefore  stated,  and  such  others,  if 
any,  not  contravening  said  conditions,  and  which  may  bo 
deemed  expedient  by  those  framing  the  new  State  govern- 
ment." 

Now,  it  will  not  escape  observation  that  the 
proclamation  does  not  require  nor  suggest  any 
modifications  of  the  constitution  and  code  of  laws 
existing  before  the. rebellion  declaring  the  qualifi- 
cation of  voters,  nor  does  it  require  or  suggest  the 
adoption  of  any  constitutional  provision  abolish- 
ing slavery.  On  the  contrary,  "it  is  suggested  as 
not  improper,  that  in  constructing  a  loyal  State 
government  in  any  State,"  "the  constitution  and 
the  general  coxle  of  laws  as  before  the  rebellion 
be  maintained,  subject  only  to  the  modifications 
made  necessary  by  the  conditions  "  thereinbefore 
stated,  "and  such  others,  if  any,  not  contravening 
said  conditions,  and  which  may  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient by  those  framing  the  new  State  govern- 
ment." 

What  are  those  conditions,  if  any,  which  by 
the  terms  of  the  proclamation  require  modifica- 
tions of  the  constitution  and  general  code  of  laws  ? 
There  is  a  condition  demanding  an  oath.  It  ia 
also  made  a  condition  that  the  State  government 
shall  be  reestablished  by  a  number  of  persons 
having  taken  the  oath  not  less  than  one  tenth  in 
number  of  the  votes  cast  in  the  presidential  elec- 
tion of  1860.  I  do  not  observe  that  any  other  con- 
ditions are  mentioned.  It  does  not  make  it  a  con- 
dition precedent  that  the  constitution  and  laws 
shall  be  changed  in  regard  to  the  qualification  of 
voters.  Now,  I  understand  that  the  elective  fran- 
chise is  entirely  under  the  control  of  State  regu- 
lation, and  that  it  is  generally  provided  for  in  the 
organic  law.  When,  therefore,  the  "  new  State 
government"  has  been  reestablished  in  Missis- 
sippi, by  one  tenth  of  the  voters,  retaining  "the 
constitution  and  general  code  of  laws  as  before 
the  rebellion,"  what  shall  hinder  Jefferson  Davis 
from  exercising  in  that  State  the  elective  fran- 
chise.' Is  there  anything  in  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  Mississippi  that  will  disqualify  an  uncon- 
victed rebel  from  voting.'  Where  wilt  you  find 
authority  to  prevent  the  traitors,  the  other  nine 
tenths  of  the  voters,  from  overpowering  the  one 
tenth  at  the  polls,  and  taking  possession  of  the 
government  of  the  State  ?  Care  is  taken  to  secure 
the  protection  of  the  freedmen,to  the  extent  of 
the  ability  of  the  one  tenth,  against  the  nine  tenths; 
but  I  do  not  discover  that  any  modification  is  en- 
joined that  will  have  the  effect  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  State.  Conceding  the  legality  and  suffi- 
ciency of  the  executive  proclamations  for  libera- 
ting the  slave,  I  fail  to  perceive  that  any  one  of 
them  has  vacated  the  constitution  or  laws  under 
which  the  institution  of  slavery  is  protected  and 
siBtained.  The  people  of  the  newly  organized 
governments  may  be.true  to  their  oaths  and  sus- 
tain in  good  faith  all  the  proclamations  of  the 
President,  and  yet  in  those  reestablished  States, 
as  in  times  gone  by,  you  may  again  hear  the  cry 
of  the  wretched  slave  writhing  in  agony  under 
the  taskmaster's  lash,  and  again  you  may  wit- 
ness, with  pity  and  shame,  the  sale  of  men  and 
women  upon  the  loathsome  auction-block.  The 
oath  docs  not  eschew  the  traffic  in  human  beings. 
The  recipient  of  the  amnesty  does  not  forswear 
the  slave  trade.  When  Arkansas  shall  have  hecii 
restored,  tlfough  all  of  her  late  slaves  shall  have 
been  emancipated,  commerce  will  be  left  free  and 
unrestrained;  and  what  legal  principle  shall  pre- 
vent her  people  from  buying  and  holding  in  bond- 
age all  the  slaves  in  Kentucky  and  ToiMiessce? 

The  bill  proposes  to  interpose  guards  ngainst 
the  possible  occurrence  of  the  calamities  to  which 
I  have  referred;  and  it  also  makes  special  provis- 
ions for  initiating  and  regulating  the  preliminary 
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proceedings  for  reconstniciion,  which  arc  not  very 
dcfiniicly  poiiitid  outljy  llie  luinis  of  iho  prucla- 
mntion.  Iiniay  bo  said  thtit nil  incipient procccd- 
)n°:.s  may  be  instituted  and  directed  by  military 
officer:!,  and  that  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
may  be  provided  from  lime  to  time  by  military 
orders  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  each  par- 
ticular onse.  If  may  be  so.  T  liavc  never  shared 
ill  llie  fiii^hiful  fiircbodinf^s  of  approaching  mil- 
itary despotism  I'y  which  some  gentlcmeti  seem 
to  be  so  seiiously  disturbed.  I  have  the  utmost 
confidence  in  tlie  ability  and  ]iurity  of  intention* 
of  the  present  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army 
and  Navy;  but  we  have  no  right  to  cast  upon  iiim 
those  duties  which  the  Constitution  and  tlie  peo- 
ple luive  clearly  imposed  upon  us;  and  it  cannot 
he  denied  that,  according  to  the  spirit  of  our  po- 
litical institutions,  the  organization  of  civil  gov- 
ernment belongs  rather  to  the  civil  than  to  the 
military  department.  Besides,  it  seems  to  me 
not  wliolly  free  from  danger  to  confide  matters  of 
so  great  concern  entirely  to  the  hands  of  any  Ex- 
ecutive. Thougii  we  may  be  quite  satisfied  with 
the  present  policy,  we  have  no  assurance  of  its 
continued  duration.  Notwithstanding  the  Con- 
stitution provides  that  no  person  shall  be  deprived 
of  life  without  due  process  of  law,  we  have  seen 
that  there  is  a  power  above  the  Constitution;  and 
death  or  rotation  in  office  might  produce  the  most 
disastrous  results.  Another  Executive  might 
adopt  a  different  policy;  another  Commander-in- 
Chief  might  issue  proclamations  and  inrlitary  or- 
ders of  an  entirely  opposite  character;  and  an  en- 
lightened people  need  not  be  told  thatthc  destinies 
of  a  great  nation  should  not  be  made  dependent 
upon  the  life  or  continuance  in  public  service  of  a 
single  individual. 

I  do  not  make  these  suggestions  in  the  spirit  of 
unfriendly,  criticism.  While  there  maybe  grave 
doubt  of  the  power  of  the  President  to  establish 
or  inaugurate  "  new  State  governments,"  I  am 
rejoiced  to  know  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
nation  asserts  the  sovereignty  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  its  paramount  authority  over  every 
part  of  its  territory.  The  absurd  doctrine  of  the 
immortality  of  State  governments  is  denied;  and 
the  right  to  impose  terms  and  conditions  prece- 
dent to  the  recognition  of  new  organizations  is  dis- 
tinctly as.?crled. 

"A  mode  in  and  by  which  the  national  author- 
ity and  loyal  State  governments  may  be  reestab- 
lished" has  been  "  suggested;"  a  mode  which,  in 
my  judgment,  if  seconded  by  the  passage  of  tiiis 
or  some  similar  bill,  will  be  found  am|)le,  safe, 
and  effective.  Then  the  system  will  be  uniform 
by  which  th(!  prodigal  States,  from  time  to  time, 
can  present  themselves  with  the  certainty  of  rec- 
ognition by  all  branches  of  the  Government;  and 
the  country  will  feel  confidence  in  their  return  as 
the  result  of  entire  regeneration,  and  as  giving 
promise  of  permanent  restoration. 

But  to  avoid  misapprehension  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  would  Fiot  refuse  to  recognize  a  reorganized 
State  simply  because  she  had  i;ot  been  recon- 
structed under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  and  the 
President's  proclamation.  According  to  the  prac- 
tice of  this  Govertmient,  almost  unit'nrm,  States 
have  been  admitted  from  the  Territories  in  pur- 
suance of  enabling  acts  of  Congress;  but  in  ex- 
ceptional cases  some  have  been  ri'ceived  without 
preliminary  legislation.  Should  North  Carolina 
to-day  ])resenl  herself  with  a  constitution  pro- 
viding for  the  ]inrity  of  elections  and  inhibiting 
tdavery,  and  with  evithuice  of  sufficient  nopuhfr 
favor  to  give  assurance  of  permanency,  1  would 
not  hesitate  to  recognize  her  government  simply 
because  it  had  not  been  initiated  and  perfected 
under  the  [iroclainntioii  anrl  the  proposed  logisla- 
tion.  It  i.s  said  lliat  Arkansas  will  soon  appear 
nt  the  doors  of  Congress  under  circumstances 
similar  to  those  I  have  suggested.  Let  her  come. 
I  would  welcome  her  with  joy  and  with  kindly 
greeting.  I  would  rejoice  to  see  her  stripped  of 
the  vile;  rai:s,  rank  with  secession  and  treason, 
with  which  she  has  been  clothed,  and^thc  hands 
of  her  people  cleansed  from  the  blood  of  patriotic 
martyrs. 

But  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  exclude  no 
such  Stall;  from  the  Union.  Congress  would  still 
be  at  liberty  to  exercise  its  judgment  and  fiee  to 
use  a  wise  discretion  in  any  special  ca.se  that  might 
arise.  But  (he  po;?sil)ility  that  some  State  or  that 
all  the  States  in  rebellion  may  at  some  future  time 
lake  voluntary  action  and  emerge  from  anarchy 


without  encouragement  and  aid  from  Federal  au- 
thority, cannot  justify  us  in  the  neglect  of  the  plain 
duty  to  adopt  measures  for  an  early  and  method- 
ical reorganization.  We  may  not  adopt  the  iin- 
]irovident  policy  of  Micawbcr  and  wait  for  some- 
thing to  turn  up.  It  is  due  to  those  true  patriots 
and  loyal  men  who  have  endured  suffcrings.indi;- 
scribable  in  their  devotion  to  theii-  country  that 
tlu^  policy  of  all  branches  of  the  Government  be 
distinctly  defined  and  ]iroclaimed;  that  the  con- 
ditions precedent  to  acknowledged  restoration  be 
so  clearly  and  unambiguously  defined  and  declared 
that  when  they  present  themselves  they  may  de- 
mand recognition  as  a  right.  All  occasion  for  con- 
flict between  the  several  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment should  be  removed.  The  time  of  this 
House  should  not  be  occupied  in  the  examination 
and  acrimonious  discussion  of  the  claims  of  gen- 
tlemen to  seats  on  this  floor  as  the  representatives 
of  constituencies  in  districts  where  it  is  notknown 
that  there  is'any  State  government.  And  it  is 
equally  due  to  the  people  of  the  loyal  States  who 
have  sent  brothers,  sons,  and  husbands  to  the  bat- 
tle-field,whence  they  will  notall  return, thatample 
provisions  be  made  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  trea- 
son and  civil  war.  This  bill  would  provide  guards 
and  checks,  and  it  would  guaranty  against  surprise 
from  rebels  and  the  resuscitation  of  slavery;  but 
it  would  not  retard-j-on  the  contrary,  it  would  ac- 
celerate— the  restoration  of  permanent  peace  and 
union.  As  a  people  without  government  or  or- 
ganization are  in  a  state  of  anarchy,  their  efforts 
to  establish  law  and  order  must  be  more  or  less 
impeded  by  ca|U-ice,  by  divided  counsels,  and  by 
the  want  of  form,  regulations,  and  method.  The 
passage  of  this  bill  is  the  establishment  of  incipi- 
ent civil  government,  and  provides  at  once  rules, 
regulations,  and  system,  with  the  proper  officials 
to  carry  them  into  execution.  Too  much  care 
cannot  be  observed  in  all  our  movements  to  pre- 
vent treachery  and  consequent  miscarriage.  The 
oaths  of  men  whose  hands  are  dripping  with  in- 
nocent blood  should  be  received  with  great  caution. 
We  have  ah-eady  on  too  many  occasions  had  ex- 
perience of  the  sad  consequences  of  attempting  to 
rely  on  Punic  faith.  The  rebels  have  a  two-fold 
inducement  to  take  the  oath  of  (rfTegiance:  first, 
to  avoid  punishment  and  save  their  estates;  and 
second,  to  get  control  of  the  new  government  as 
a  means  of  crushing  out  the  loyal  men  and  ad- 
vancing their  treacherous,  neiarious  schemes. 
The  advice  of  the  imitative  Sambo  to  his  com- 
paniini  lo  iJrainister  the  oath  to  the  rattlesnake 
and  let  it  run  is  sufficiently  suggestive.  The  oath 
of  a  traitor  thrice  perjured  may  well  be  regarded 
with  suspicion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  my  exhortations  to  wariness  in 
the  establishment  of  new  State  governments  may 
seem  indicativcof  overcaution.  i  confess  to  great 
anxiety  on  this  subject.  When  I  reflect  upon 
the  ruin  that  has  been  brought  upon  the  country; 
when  I  know  that  the  nation  has  been  well-nigh 
depopulated;  when  1  think  of  the  bleeding  hearts, 
the  widows  and  orphans  in  every  part  of  the 
land;  when  I  consider  that  universal  liberty  has 
been  endangered;  when  I  can  see  in  imagination 
in  this  and  in  future  generations  the  increased  toil 
and  ]irivations  that  will  become  necessary  in  or- 
der to  discharge  the  immense  national  debt  accu- 
mulated in  consequence  of  this  causeless  rebellion, 
I  am  not  willing  that  thoughtlessness,  want  of 
foresight,  timidity,  or  a  false  sentiment  of  tender- 
ness shall  prevent  the  adoption  of  means,  however 
stringent  in  their  character,  that  may  by  possi- 
bility be  necessary  to  ]ir(;vent  those  governments 
from  relapsing  into  the  hands  of  traitors.  Such, 
1  believe,  are  the  sentiments  of  the  loyal  people 
everywhere  manifested.  It  is  iheir  wish  and  de- 
termination that  the  end  ofPiis  war  shall  forever 
close  the  door  against  treason  and  rebellion.  They 
desire  to  make  the  settleinent  a  finality.  They 
insist  upon  complete,  absolute,  and  unqualified 
submission  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  without  mental  r(;servation  and  beyond 
any  contingency.  Nor  do  they  believe  such  a 
consummation  aitaiimble  without  the  titter  anni- 
hilation of  the  slave  power.  They  will  not  be 
satisfied  to  rest  u]>on  probabilities;  they  will  take 
nothing  upnir  trust.  They  have  no  confidence  in 
men  who  have  been,  of  tlieir  own  free  will,  ac- 
tively (;ngnged  in  rebellion;  and  they  will  expect 
that  in  the  reconstruction  of  State  governments 
positive  provisions  will  be  made  fordisfrnnchising 
leading  rebels. 


Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  now  to  recur  for  a  mo- 
ment to  a  provision  of  the  bill  to  which  I  have 
already  *<uicfly  alluded.  I  refer  to  that  clause 
which  it  is  proposed  to  insert  in  the  constitution 
of  the  Stale  in  which  it  is  declared  that  "  invol- 
untary servitude  is  forever  prohibited,  and  the 
freedom  of  all  persons  is  guarantied  in  said  State." 
During  the  time  that  1  have  occupied  a  seat  in  this 
Hnll  1  have  purposely  refrained  from  entering 
u[ion  the  discussion  of  slavery.  I  have  not  |)ur- 
sued  this  cotu'se  with  a  view  to  the  concealment 
of  my  opinions.  My  views  as  to  the  peculiar 
institution  are  familiar  to  my  constituents;  and 
the  yeas  and  nays,  so  often  recorded  in  the  Journal 
of  the  House  during  the  last  three  years,  would 
indicate  that  they  are  not  wholly  unknown  in  this 
Hall.  But  while  I  am  opposed  to  slavery  in 
every  form  and  have  voted  on  all  occasions  in 
accordance 'with  my  convictions,  I  have  not  felt 
the  necessity  of  vindicating  my  ojiinions  in  set 
speeches. 

The  question  of  slavery  is  not  new.  It  has  been 
a  subject  of  discussion  ever  since- my  earliest  rec- 
ollection; and  1  have  been  informeil  that  it  was 
occasionally  mentioned  in  history  before  1  was 
born.  A  speech  at  this  day  upon  the  origin,  char- 
acter, and  evils  of  slavery  would  not  properly  be 
called  a  "  thrice-told  tale."  Numerically  it  would 
be  more  aer;urate  to  say  that  it  is  a  repetitioti  for 
the  millionth  time.  The  poet  has  recounted  its 
wrongs  and  cruelties  in  mournful  strains;  the  his- 
torian has  warned  you  that  it  saps  the  foundation 
of  nations^  the  divine  has  shown  you  that  it  is  a 
crime  against  the  claims  of  universal  biotherhood 
and  the  Christian  religion;  the  political  economist 
has  proved  that  it  impedes  the  growth  of  national 
wealth;  the  ethnologist  complains  that  it  oblit- 
erates the  distinctive  characteristics  of  the  races; 
and  an  eminent  individual,  disdaining  analysis, 
has  comprehensively  declared  that  it  is  the  "  sum 
of  all  villainies."  Indeed,  for  years  the  questionof 
slavery  has  been  conspicuous  at  the  hustings,  in 
the  Halls  of  Congress,  in  the  pulpit,  in  the  lecture- 
room,  in  the  publicjournals,  in  the  literature  of  the 
country,  in  the  literature  of  the  civilized  world.  The 
man  who, at  this  day,can  oiiginate  one  new  idea, 
or  the  statistician  who  can  marshal  one  new  fact  in 
relation  to  slavery,  should  have  a  patent  for  hi^ 
invention,  and  be  ranked  as  one  of  the  greatest 
discoverers  of  any  age.  I  shall  not,  therefore, 
depart  fi;om  the  rule  by  which  1  have  thus  far  been 
governed,  and  allow  myself  on  this  occasion  to 
be  betrayed  into  the  characterof  a  rehearser.  Nor 
shall  I  make  an  aiirument  to  prove,  what  by  the 
rebels  is  not  denied,  that  slavery  is  the  sole  cause 
of  tin;  present  rebellion.  Taking  this  fact  as  ad- 
milted,  and  satisfied,  as  I  am,  that  such  a  system 
of  bondage  is  wholly  incompatible  with  the  per- 
manent existence  of  republican  institutions,  I  re- 
gard the  adoptio^i  of  the  freedom  clause  of  the 
bill  into  the  constitutions  of  the  rebel  States  as 
absolutely  essential  to  a  safe  reconstruction  of  the 
Union. 

This  ubiquitous  and  ever-absorbing  question  of 
American  liondage  has  at  length  become  the  great 
jiroblem  of  the  war.  It  was  not  so  considered  at 
the  commencement  of  hostilities.  While  we  all 
understood  the  nature  of  the  malady, we  all,  never- 
theless, determined  to  remove  the  disease  without 
disturbing  the  exciting  cause.  But  it  could  not 
be  done.  Providence  and  the  rebels  had  other- 
wise determined,  and  I  accejit  with  cheerful  sub- 
mission the  joint  decree.  Every  vestige  of  slavery 
in  the  entire  country  must  be  removed;  and  to  that 
end  we  must  watch  with  the  keenest  vigilance 
every  step  that  is  taken  to  reconstruct  the  rebel 
Slates.  Let  the  great  cotton  and  sugar-growing 
regions  be  made  forever  free.  Adopt  speedy  and 
efficient  measures  to  procure  an  amendment  to  the 
Federal  Constitution  that  will  banish  theevil  from 
all  the  loyal  States;  hope  for  its  speedy  extinction 
everywhere;  but  ever  remember  that  so  long  as 
a  ."^lave  breathes  within  our  borders  there  is  no 
safety  for  republican  institutions. 

I  am  not  unmindful,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  the  an- 
nouncement, so  often  repeated,  that  "slavery  i.s 
dead."  The  early  fri(;nds  ofeinancipation,  whose 
lives  and  fortunes  have  been  devoted  to  tin;  cause 
of  humanity,  seeing  at  length  a  prosjiect  of  the 
realization  of  the  hope  of  their  lives,  already  too 
long  deferred,  with  credulity  pardonable,  but  too 
jn-ompl  and  easy,  catch  up  and  reecho  the  decla- 
ration that  slavery  is  dead.  The  deniagogtio,  from 
persona!  considerations,  and  as  a  pica  to  excuse 
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himself  froiiuin  honest  discliarge  of  palpable  dutj', 
exclaims  with  enthusiasm  that  slavery  is  dead. 
The  ancient  allies  and  present  sympathizers  with 
soulhcrn  aristocrats,  in  order  to  moderate  tlie  ac- 
tivity of  earnest  men,  quietly  concede  that  slavery 
is  dead.  Even  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Brooks]  a  few  days  since  produced  .some 
sensation  and  divw  forth  the  protest  of  liisfriend 
from  Indiana,  [IVIr.VooRHEES,]  by  declaring  that 
he  accepted  the  abolition  of  slavery  as  a  fact  ac- 
complished. Butletnoman  be  deceived;  slavery 
"  is  not  dead,  but  sleepeth."  In  1787  it  was  said 
to  be  smitten  with  mortal  disease;  but  it  "  is  ever, 
ever  dying,  yet  never  dead."  The  wisest  of  our 
early  statesmen,  with  prophetic  vision,  foresaw 
our  present  calamities,  and  with  promptness  and 
fidelity  sounded  the  alarm;  but  their  warning  voices 
died  away  unheeded.  How  small  an  effort  at  that 
time  would  have  rooted  out  the  evil  and  saved  us 
the  ruin  that  is  now  upon  us;  and  what  a  lesson 
of  instruction  is  here  afforded  to  show  the  errorS 
of  tiie  past  and  to  direct  our  steps  in  the  future  ! 
Then  no  man  attempted  to  justify  slavery  on 
Christian  principles.  It  was  admitted  to  be  a  so- 
cial, moral,  and  polilicarevil;  but  it  was  said  that 
it  carried  within  its  own  system  the  seeds  of  dis- 
solution, and  would  gradually  and  quietly  disap- 
pear. Philanthropists  and  patriots  werequieted, 
while  the  magnitude  of  the,  evil  was  steadily  in- 
creased. 

Again,  at  a  later  day,  thoughtful  men  were 
aroused  to  action  by  the  astonishing  increase  of 
slavery  and  tlie  rapid  expansion  of  aristocratic 
power, _and  puljlic  journals  were  establishecr  to 
awaken  and  enlighten  the  public  mind;  but  again 
the  people  were  quieted  by  the  appliances  of  party 
machinery,  by  the  invention  of  schemes  of  colo- 
nization, and  by  repeated  assurances  of  the  effi- 
cacy of  natural  causes  and  the  humanitarian  spirit 
of  the  age,  in  due  time,  to  dispel  all  apprehension 
of  danger.  Still  this  waning  institution  continued 
to  expand,  until  new  and  wider  fields  were  de- 
manded for  its  subsistence  and  occupation,  when 
at  length  its  champions,  feeling  secure  in  their 
position,  threw  off  all  disguise,  advanced  the  doc- 
trine that  slavery  is  the  normal  condition  of  the 
colored  race,  and  caused  grave  divints  to  pro- 
claim its  divinity  from  the  sacred  desk.  That 
institution  which  was  dying  in  1787,  but  which 
has  continued  to  breathe  painfully  uji  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  has  ruled  this  country  with  an  iron  hand 
for  sixty  years;  has  brought  on  a  war  that  has 
cost  us  half  a  million  lives  and  no\v  holds  in  bond- 
age millions  of  human  beings.  But  in  the  plen- 
itude of  its  power  its  devotees  became  too  con- 
fident and  daring.  Not  content  with  the  quiet, 
unmolested  control  of  all  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  sought  and  demanded  a  recogni- 
tion of  its  absolute  supremacy.  They  would  not 
be  confined  within  State  limits  nor  bounded  by 
parallels  of  latitude.  They  would  make  the  Dec- 
laration- of  Independence  a  lie  and  the  great  Re- 
public a  house  of  bondage.  They  cast  the  Con- 
stitution under  their  feet  and  invoked  the  protec- 
tion of  the  sword.  Throwing  aside  every  legal 
claim  and  pretension,  they  risked  all  upon  the 
fortunes  of  war.  In  their  insane  arrogance  at»d 
greed  for  power  tliey  inflicted  an  injury  upon  their 
cause  beyond  anything  that  all  the  abolitionists 
of  a  century  had  been  able  to  effect,  and  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  at  length  slavery  has  been  severely 
wounded  in  the  house  of  its  friends.  The  legal 
barriers  by  which  it  was  surrounded  have  been 
broken  down,  and  it  now  lies  bleeding  and  pros- 
trate at  our  feet.  It  is  at  our  mercy.  Shall  we 
save  or  shall  we  destroy.'  Shall  we  imitate  our 
fathers,  and  after  all  our  bitter  experience  wait 
with  patience  to  see  its  flickering  life  quietly  ebb 
away,  and  thus  run  the  hazard  of  resuscitation 
and  complete  convalescence,  or  shall  we,  like 
prudent  and  wise  men,  dispatch  the  monster  and 
bury  it  out  of  our  sight.'  Do  we  desire  to  put  an 
end  to  human  bondage?  Then  let  us  declare  our 
inclinations.  Do  we  intend  such  a  result.'  Then 
let  us  act  accordingly.  For  myself,  I  think  the 
lialh  of  duty  lies  before  us,  plain  and  distinct.  I 
have  no  doubt  as  to  what  my  course  should  be. 
By  no  consent  of  mine  shall  a  single  one  of  the 
wayward  States  ever  be  permitted  to  participate 
in  shaping  the  destinies  of  this  nation  until  she 
has  by  her  organic  law  forever  prohibited  involun- 
tary servitude',  (;xcept  us  a  punishment  for  crime, 
within  all  her  borders;  nor,  while  I  have  life  and 
strength,  will!  cease  to  urge  by  all  constitutional 


means  the  freedom  of  every  inhabitant  of  th^  Uni- 
ted Stales,  without  regard  to  color  or  race. 

Mv.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  desire  to  present  some 
views  upon  this  subject,  but  not  expecting  this 
discussion  to  come  up  this  morning  I  am  not  pre- 
pared at  this  time  to  present  what  1  have  to  say. 
I  will,  therefore,  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  FIou.«!e, 
yield  to  somn  other  gcnlleinan  who  may  desire  to 
proceed  with  the  discussion,  or  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  if  he  de- 
sires to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  In  what  position  would  that 
place  this  bill .' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  come  up  in  the 
morning  hour  as  soon  as  the  Delaware  and  At- 
lantic railroad  bill,  so  called,  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  should  be  glad 
to  have  the  bill  made  tlie  special  order  after  the 
morning  hour,  on  some  specified  day. 

Mr.  J.  C.ALLEN.  Ifthegentleman  will  name 
some  day  I  shall  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Say  immediately 
after  the  currency  bill  is  disposed  of,  which  is  the 
special  order  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Will  that 
interfere  with  the  reports  of  committees.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  leave  the  morning 
hour  to  be  used  for  reports. 

No  objection  being  made,  thebill  was  postponed 
until  after  the  disposition  of  the  currency  bill,  and 
was  made  the  special  order  after  the  morning  hour 
from  day  to  day  until  disposed  of. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  RICE,  of  Main*, 
(at  ten  minutes  to  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  March  23, 1864. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Theodore  L.  Cutler,  D.  D., 

of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

TheJournalofyesteiday  wasrcadandapproved. 

PATENT  OFFICE  REPOET. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
communicating  the  annual  report  of  the  Patent 
Office  for  the  year  1863;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cowan,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  present  a  petition  numer- 
ously signed  by  citizens  of  Washington,  praying 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  clearing 
outthe  Washington  canal.  They  set  forth,  among 
other  reasons,  that  it  is  necessary  as  a  sanitary 
measure.  I  ask  that  the  petition  and  accompany- 
ing map  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  presented  the  memorial  of 
Alfred  Spink  and  Daniel  Wolf,  praying  for  remu- 
neration for  certain  cotton  seized  by  the  Govern- 
ment at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  on  the  9th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1862;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  La- 
salle  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mail  route  from  Ottawa  to  Mendota  in 
said  county  and  State;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW  presented  a  petition  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act  for  increasing 
the  pay  of  soldiers  in  the  Army;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  iVf  ilitary  Affairs  and 
the  Militia. 

Mr.  DIXON  presented  five  petitions  of  citizens 
of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  praying  for  increased 
railroad  facilities  betweenihe  cities  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia;  which  wore  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  women 
of  the  United  States,  praying  for  the  passage  of 
an  act  emancipatirtg  all  persons  of  African  descent 
held  to  involuntary  service  or  labor  in  the  United 
States;  which  was  referred  to  tho  select  commit- 
tee on  slavery  and  frecdmen. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  three  petitions  of  cit-' 
izens  of  New  York,  in  favorof  increased  railroad 
facilities  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Phil- 
adelphia; which  were  referred  to  the  Comra'ittee 
on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  four  petitions  of  cit- 


izens of  the  counties  of  Fillmore  and  Winona, 
Minnesota,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route  from  Preston  via  Arondale  and  Argo 
to  Enterprise,  in  that  State;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committeeon  PostOfficesand  Post  Roads.    • 

Mr.  NESMITH  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Oregon  and  the  Territory  of  Washington, pray- 
ing that  (he  two  Indian  siipi'rintenduncies  of  Ore- 
gon and  Washington  Territory  may  be  consoli- 
dated, and  that  said  State  and  Territory  may 
constitute  butone  Indian  superintendency;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committeeon  Indian  Affairs. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  301)  to  amend  an  act  for 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  so 
as  to  increase  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of 
the  Provost  Marshal  General,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  orf  Mili- 
tary Affairs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  308)  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Mil- 
itary Justice,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  CARLILE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  (S.  No. 
109)  to  expedite  the  settlement  of  titles  to  lands 
in  the  State  of  California,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  166) 
authorizing  the  archives  in  the  office  of  the  re- 
corder of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Missouri  to  be 
delivered  to  said  State,  have  instructed  me  to  ask 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  .consideration, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  as  it  appropriately  belongs  to  that  com- 
mittee, and  I  suppose  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  by  mistake. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  BROWN  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  donate  the  unsold 
public  lands  along  the  route  of  the  Iron  Mountain 
railroad  to  aid  in  the  extension  and  construction  of 
that  road  to  a  point  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bijlto  construct  a 
ship  canal  for  the  passage  of  armed  and  naval 
vessels  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  Lake  Michi- 
gan, and  for  other  purposes. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.No 
190)  to  establish  a  navy-yard  and  depot  at  Cairo, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  and  referred  fo  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.  ^ 

REPORT  ON  EMIGRATION. 

Mr.  POWELL  submitted  the  following  reso-  t 
lution: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  be 
requested  to  furnisli  tlie  Senate  llie  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Einigrationfor  1863,  witli  liis  account  of  the  ex- 
isting contracts,  and  other  necessary  information  on  the 
question  of  emigration. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Let  it  go  over.  I  think  we 
have  that  information  on  our  desks. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  being 
made,  it  will  lie  over. 

BILL  BECOME  A  LAW. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Nicolay,  his  Secretary,  announced 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  yes- 
terday approved  and  signed  an  act  (S.  No.  142) 
for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  French  ship  < 
La  Manche. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed  a  bill 
(No.  355)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  stipulate  for  the  release  from  attachment 
or  other  process  of  property  claimed  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes;  in  which  it 
requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

Themcs.^igc  furtherannounced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  the 
following  enrolled  bills: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  25)  to  authorize  tiie  President  to 
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negotiate  a  trcnty  with  the  Klamath,  Modoc,  and 
otiier  Iiuiitin  tribes  of  southeustein  Oro>ron;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  299)  to  provide  for  carrying 
the  mails  from  the  United  States  to  foreign  ports, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

HOUSE  BILL  REFERRED. 

The  bill  (No.  355)  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  stipulate  for  the  release  from 
attachment  or  other  process  of  property  claimed 
by  tiie  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

PRINTING  OF  MESSAGE  AND   DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  a  reso- 
lution submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Trumbull]  to  printfive  thousand  additional  copies 
of  the  message  of  the  President,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents, to  report  it  adversely.  I  de-- 
eire  to  state  that  the  message  and  accompanying 
documents  will  make  six  volumes,  and  the  cost 
of  printing  the  five  thousand  additional  copies 
would  bo  $30,000,  which  the  committee  suppose 
is  more  than  the  Senate  would  like  to  incur  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Has  not  the  type  been  dis- 
tributed also.' 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Yes,  sir.  The  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Printing  states  that  the  type  has 
been  distributed;  and  if  a  new  edition  should  be 
ordered,  such  is  the  immensequantity  of  printing 
already  ordered  for  Congress  and  the  various  Ex- 
ecutive Departments  that  the  work  could  not  be 
executed  at  the  Government  printing  office  before 
next  fall. 

The  Senate  will  remember  that  at  the  last  ses- 
sion a  bill  was  passed  to  facilitate  the  printing  of 
the  public  documents,  which  required  that  all  the 
reports  should  be  prepared  before  the  commence- 
m'ent  of  each  session  of  Congress,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  printed  and  laid  on  our  tables  very 
early  in  December.  Some  of  the  reports  it  was 
impossible  to  present  in  time  from  the  Depart- 
ments, and  I  believe  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  VVar 
Department  that  it  was  hardly  proper  to  make 
some  of  the  reports  public  for  fear  they  might  give 
information  prematurely  to  the  enemy.  Those 
that  were  presented  ^yere  printed  immediately; 
and  those  that  were  presented  after  the  meeting 
of  Congress,  although  not  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  law,  were  printed  earlier  than  they 
ever  were  before.  The  Joint  Committee  on  Print- 
ing propose  to  submit  to  Congress  an  amendment 
to  the  law  in  regard  to  public  printing  that  will 
somewhat  increase  the  number  of  documents  of 
this  character  printed,  which  is  manifestly  too 
small  at  present;  but  they  hardly  deem  it  advis- 
able to  recommend  the  setting  up  of  type  anew. 

The  report  of  the  War  Depaftmijj/t  has  not  yet 
been  printed,  and  at  the  last  interview  I  had  with 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing  it  had  not 
all  been  sent  in.  It  was  impossible  to  doit  for  the 
reasons  I  have  stated.  When  it  is  sent  in  it  will 
perhaps  accomplish  the  object  of  the  mover  of  this 
resolution  to  have  extra  coptes  of  that  report 
printed,  which  can  be  done  without  resetting  the 
type,  and  at  comparatively  very  small  expense. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Before  this  subject  passes 
from  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  I  should  like 
to  inquire  if  now  would  not  be  the  proper  time  to 
make  that  order  for  the  publication  of  an  addi- 
tional number  of  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  or  the  first  we  shall  know  the  type 
of  that  report  will  be  distributed.  Never  in  the 
history  of  the  country  have  these  documents  been 
so  much  sought  for  as  at  the  present  time.  The 
reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  give  a  history  of  the  doings  of 
our  Army  and  of  the  Navy  duringthe  past  year. 
They  arc  sought  for  by  thi;  pejiplc  very  generally. 
We  are  pul)li3hing  but  very  few  copies  of  them. 
It  seems  to  me  that  no  expenditure  we  could  make 
would  be  more  serviceable  to  the  country  than  to 
inform  it  of  the  movements  of  our  Army  and  of 
the  Navy.  Everybody  is  interested  in  them.  The 
perusal  of  these  reports  will  have  a  tendency  to 
increase  the  patriotism  of  the  country.  It  seems 
to  me,  we  ought  to  publish  more  than  some  two^ 
or  three  thousand  copies  of  them.  I  do  not  know' 
tlie  |)rccise  number.  * 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     Two  ihouaantf. 

Mr.  TRUMliULL.  Only  two  thousand  of 
thoac  reports  arc  published,  it  seems.     If  this  is 


the  proper  time,  I  will  submit  the  motion  I  have 
indicated. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Foot  in 
th'e  chair.)  If  there  be  no  objection,  the  resolu- 
tion will  be  considered  at  this  time;  and  no  ob- 
jection being  interposed  the  resolution  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Printing  is  now  before  the 
Senate  and  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Let  it  lie  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  But  the  first  we  shall  know 
the  type  will  have  been  distributed,  and  then  there 
will  be  additional  expense. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  It  has  not  been  sent  to  the 
printer  yet. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     A  portion  of  it  has. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Of  the  report  of  the  War  De- 
partment.' 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     I  understand  so. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  A  portion  of  the  War  De- 
partment report  has  been  sent  to  the  printer. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     So  I  supposed. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  reason  why  the  com- 
mittee did  not  recommend  the  adoption  of  this  res- 
olution in  substance  is,  that  the  rule  of  the  com- 
mittee is  never  to  report  in  favor  of  printing  any 
document  without  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  it, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  get  an  exact  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  this  until  the  whole  shall  have  been 
sent  in.  The  Senate,  however,  can  weigh  that 
objection  without  any  difficulty,  and  can  come  to 
a  conclusion  for  themselves.  The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives has  ordered  ten  thousand  copies  of  the 
correspondence  of  the  State  Department,  which 
i|  very  voluminous  and  very  interesting,  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  thai,  Department,  and  that, 
1  suppose,  will  supply  all  the  demand  for  that 
document.  Of  the  jSfavy  report  there  have  been 
fifteen  hundred  extra  copies  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Navy  Department. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  But  the  extra  copies  of  the 
Navy  report  have  been  printed  so  as  to  put  one 
copy  on  board  each  vessel-of-war.  Six  hundred 
and  e,ighty-eight  ofthem,  therefore,  have  gone  for 
that  purpose,  and  some  of  the  others  go  to  the 
navy-yards,  so  that  there  are  very  few  of  them 
left  for  distribution. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Now  it  is  disclosed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  that' the 
House  of  Representatives  has  ordered  the  publi- 
cation of  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  foreign  afiairs. 
What  interest  does  that  possess  to  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  compared  with  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  its  accompanying  docu- 
ments .'  There  is  not  a  family  in  this  land  that  is 
not  interested  in  watching  the  progress  of  our 
arms.  The  people  want  to  see  the  reports  of  our 
generals.  If  we  can  publish  ten  thousand  copies 
of  the  foreign  correspondence  of  the  State  De- 
partment, it  really  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to 
be  able  to  publish  more  than  two  thousand  of  the 
official  reports  of  our  generals,  giving  an  account 
of  the  movements  of  our  troops,  of  the  battles  that 
have  been  fought,  in  which  there  is  scarcely  a 
family  in  the  land  that  is  not  interested.  I  sup- 
pose It  is  competent  to  amend  the  resolution. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  open  to 
amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  to  amend  the  res- 
olution by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  re- 
solved," and  inserting  the  following: 

That  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  ten  thou- 
sand additional  copiosof  the  annual  report  of  tlie  Secretary 
of  VVar,  and  accompanying  documents,  coinuiunicated  to 
the  Senate  at  its  present  session. 

I  will  confine  it  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  that  being  the  most  valuable. 

M  r.  GRIMES.'  It  strikes  me  that  we  had  bet- 
ter let  this  resolution  lie  on  the  table  for  the  pres- 
ent, and  for  this  reason:  I  understand  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee'on  Printing  to  say  that  a 
part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  has 
been  submitted  and  printed,  and  it-may  be  possi- 
ble thai  the  type  of  that  portion  has  been  already 
di.slribuled 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     If  it  has,  I  would  reset  it. 

Mr.  GRllMES.  But  then  we  ought  to  know 
what  that  portion  is.  Is  it  the  report  proper,  or 
»ia  it  the  report  appended  to  it  of  some  battle,  or 
of  some  engagement,  or  of  some  general .'  Let  us 
know  exactly  what  it  is  that  we  are  going  to  order 
to  be  priuied[.  It  may  be  possible  that  that  part 
which  has  alrendy  bco'n  printed  may  be  a  mere 
statistical  part  that  is  fiot  of  very  great  value, 


and  which,  through  the  bureaus  of^the  War  Dc- 
ptiriincnt,  the  Secrctajy  of  War  was  able  to  send 
in  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress  withoutany  trouble,  whereas  other  por- 
tions of  it  have  been  kept  back  and  he  has  not 
been  able  to  submit  those  other  portions  up  to 
this  time.  We  are  legislating  in  the  dark  until 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  can 
tell  us  the  exact  condition  of  that  portion  of  the 
Secretary's  report  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer;  and  the  resolution  will  not  lose  any- 
thing by  lying  over  for  a  day  or  two  until  we  find 
out  what  the  facts  are. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  no  objection  to  this 
course,  (and  perhaps  it  would  be  the  most  appro- 
priate,) to  let  the  amendment  be  adopted  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  original  resolution,  and  then  recom- 
mit it  to  the  committee,  and  let  them  hold  it  until 
they  can  report  back  intelligently  to  the  Senate  as 
to  what  the  condition  of  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  is.  What  I  desire  is  to  get  before 
the  country-the  history  of  last  year's  doings. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  desire  to  state,  before  the 
subject  passes  from  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate, that  these  documents  which  grow  more  and 
more  voluminous  every  year,  and  which  include 
a  great  deal  of  useless  printing  for  popular  distri- 
bution, ought  to  be  edited.  Thereshould  be  some 
competent  person  to^take  the  whole  of  them,  to 
select  those  portions  that  are  proper  for  popular 
distribution,  and  have  large  numbers  of  those 
printed,  and  of  the  full  documents  small  numbers 
printed  for  libraries.  In  the  Navy  report  each 
individual  bid  for  every  article  of  supplies  or- 
dered is  printed 

Mr.  GRIMES.     That  is  required  by  law. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  is  required  by  law  of 
that  Department,  but  is  not  required,  by  law  from 
any  other  Department;  and  I  cannot  see  any  pos- 
sible use  of  it  in  the  Navy  Department.  The  dis- 
bursements for  public  printing  for  the  year  1862 
were  $549,000,  and  for  the  year  1863  $1,404,000. 
This  increase  of  course  was  rendered  necessary 
by  the  calls  for  printing  from  the  Treasury  and 
the  War  Departments.  The  printing  for  the  In- 
ternal Revenue  Bureau  has  been  enormous,  all 
the  blanks  having  been  printed  here  instead  of 
having  them  printed  in  the  various  States.  The 
Superintendent  of  Public  Printing  estimates  that 
at  the  rate  at  which  printing  is  now  ordered  the 
amount  expended  this  year  will  not  be  less  than 
$2,000,000. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  should  like  to  know  if  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  can  give  us  any  idea 
of  the  possible  extent  of  this  publication.  Will 
it  be  one,  two,  or  three  volumes.' 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  think  it  will  be  pretty 
voluminous,  but  I  can  give  no  idea. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  understand  it  is  proposed 
that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ouestion 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  one  remark  that  I 
should  like  to  make  in  regard  to  soimething  that 
fell  from  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island .  He  said 
that  these  publications  ought  to  be  edited.  I  agree 
with  him.  They  are  comparatively  useless  from 
the  fact  that  they  are  not  edited  and  that  they  have 
no  proper  index.  It  is  absurd  to  piint  one  of 
these  large  volumes,  and  a  collection,  if  you  please, 
running  through  two  or  three  volumes,  without  a 
complete  index.  Let  any  one  refer  to  the  Eng- 
lish Blue  Books  or  the  corresponding  papers  of 
the  Legislature  of  France,  and  he  will  see  that 
every  volume  is  armed  with  a  perfect  and  most 
exhaustive  index.  We  ought  to  have  the  same 
for  every  volume  that  we  publish,  and  1  think 
there  would  be  no  better  economy  of  our  money 
than  the  expenditure  laid  out  upon  such  a  work. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  now  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  should  like  to  have  it 
recommitted  with  the  understanding,  though  it  is 
probably  unnecessary  to  put  it  in  tlie  shape  of  an 
instruction,  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  will 
examine  and  report  what  |)ortions  of  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  accomjianying  doc- 
uments it  is  advisable  to  publish.  Of  course  wc 
do  not  want  bids  and  things  of  that  kind  pub- 
lished. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  They  are  not  published  in 
the  War  Department,  but  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment only. 
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Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  may.be  many  pa- 
pers connected  with  tiie  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  that  the  public  will  have  no  general  in- 
terest in;  but  certainly  there  arE  portions  of  those 
documents  of  the  highest  interest,  and  I  should 
be  glad  if,  without  any  instructions  about  it,  the 
committee  would  take  it  upon  themselves  to  re- 
port to  the  Senate  when  they  report  back  the  res- 
olution what  portions  of  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  It  is  advisable  to  publish. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  agreed  to. 

EXPENSES  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  TIIE  WAR. 

Mr.  WADEasked,and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  (S. 
No.  37)  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  incurred 
by  the  joint  commij^tee  on  theconductof  the  war; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  consider  it  at  this  time. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
joint  resolution.  It  proposes  to  appropriate 
$20,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  maybe  necessary, 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  joint  committee  of 
Congress  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
and  expenditures  of  the  war.  The  money  is  to 
be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  upon  the  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  as  it  shall  be  required 
by  the  committee.  Any  portion  of  the  amount 
appropriated  that  shall  be  allowed' by  the  com- 
mittee to  witnesses  attending  before  it,  or  to  per- 
sons employed  in  its  service,  for  per  diem,  travel- 
ing, and  otherexpenses,and  paid  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  com- 
mittee, is  to  be  accordingly  credited  and  allowed 
by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  will  barely  state  that  this  is  the 
same  resolution  in  terms  as  the  one  on  the  same 
subject  passed  at  the  last  Congress.  It  asks,  how- 
ever, for  a  larger  appropriation  than  that.  That 
was  $10,000,  but  from  the  instructions  we  have 
received  from  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives already  to  investigate  certain  matters,  I  sup- 
pose it  will  be  more  expensive  than  any  investi- 
gations we  made  during  the  last  Congress,  and  I 
cannot  tell  to  what  extent  it  will  go,  but  I  can  give 
a  pledge  that  we  shall  spend  no  more  than  is  ab- 
solutely necessary. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading;  and  it  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  aeems  to  me  that  is  a  very 
large  sum  for  the  expenses  of  a  committee.  TJiere 
are  no  items  mentioned,  and  we  do  not  know 
what  it  is  for,  except  generally.  I  think  the  res- 
olution ought  to  be  accompanied  with  some  ex- 
planation. 1  hope  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
will  tell  us  what  this  $20,000  is  for.  Of  course  I 
do  not  expect  him  to  go  into  minute  details. 

Mr.  WADE.  It  is  impossible  to  make  specifi- 
cations now,  because  we  do  not  know  exactly 
what  sums  will  be  necessary.  We  have  been 
instructed  by  the  Senate  to  investigate  certain  mat- 
ters in  Missouri  and  along  the  Mississippi  river, 
and  at  Charleston,  and  many  other  places  that 
will  require  considerable  time  and  considerable 
expense  if  we  go  into  them  and  obey  the  instruc- 
tions we  have  received.  We  are  also  incurring 
sotne  expenses  here  constantly  now  f9r  investi- 
gations that  we  are  making.  I  cannot  tell  the  ex- 
tent of  these  expenses.  If  I  could  I  would  be 
willing  to  limit  the  resolution;  but  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  limit  it  precisely,  inasmuch  as  it  is  impos- 
sible to  tell  what  the  expenses  will  be.  Gentle- 
men can  sec  that.  We  have  limited  the  expend- 
itures, liowever,  in  the  resolution  to  the  matters 
which  the  committee  are  instructed  to  investigate. 
We  cannot  go  outside  of  that.  This  money  will 
be  required  for  expenses  of  traveling,  for  wit- 
nesscs'fecs,  and  for  a  stenographer thaiit  will  be 
necessary  for  them  to  take  along  with  them  per- 
haps. All  those  necessary  expenses  will  be  paid, 
and  nothing  more. 

1  can  give  the  Senator  an  assurance  that  there 
will  be  no  more  expended  because  the  sum  is 


fixed  at  $20,000  in  the  resolution  than  though  it 
said  half  that  amount,  provided  we  can  do  with 
less.  Of  course  we  cannot  go  very  much  beyond 
the  expenses  that  Congress  is  willing  to  allow.  I 
put  it  at  $20,000  because  1  thought  it  might  pos- 
sibly be  that  we  should  have  to  spend  that  sum. 
We  may  not  have  to  spend  one  half  of  it.  That 
is  all  I  have  to  say  about  it. 

The  joint  resolution  was  passed. 

EDITING,  OF  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  SUMNER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to:      * 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  instructed 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  that  the  public 
documents  published  by  Congress  shall  be  edited,  especially 
so  as  to  secure  good  indexes. 

DESERTERS  FROM  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  post- 
pone the  considerationof  other  matters,  and  take 
up  the  bill  (S.  No.  175)  in  relation  to  deserters 
from  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill.  It  provides  that  in  addition  to  the  other 
lawful  penalties  of  the  crime  of  desertion  from  the 
armies  of  the  United  States,  all  deserters  who  have 
deserted  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  return  and  re- 
enter the  military  service  at  the  places  and  in  the 
time  and  manner  hereinafter  described,  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  have  voluntarily  relinquished 
and  forfeited  their  rights  of  citizenship  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  rights  to  becoine  citizens 
thereof,  and  such  deserter  shall  thereafter  be  inca- 
pable of  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under 
the  United  States,  or  of  exercising  any  of  the 
rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  is  to  issue  his  proclamation 
declaring  that  all  soldiers  absent  without  leave, 
who  have  departed  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  may  return,  within  a  time  specified,  to  such 
place  or  places  as  he  may  designate  in  his  procla- 
mation, and  reenter  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  for  the  term  of  their  original  enlist- 
ment, without  punishment,  except  the  forfeiture 
of  pay  and  allowances  due  at  the  time  of  their  de- 
sertion and  during  their  absence,  and  all  deserters 
who  do  not  return  and  reenter  the  service,  at  the 
time  and  places  specified  by  the  President,  are  to 
be  liable  to  the  penalties  described  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act.  The  President  may  in  his  proc- 
lamation authorize  the  reenlistmentof  all  deserters 
who  may  return  and  avail  themselves  of  the  ben- 
efits of  this  act  into  new  regiments,  or  other  or- 
ganizations, to  be  formed  at  the  places  designated 
by  him,  or  he  may  direct  that  all  such  deserters 
shall  be  restored  to  the  regiments  or  other  organ- 
izations in  which  they  originally  enlisted;  and  if 
the  President  shall  authorize  the  reenlistment  of 
such  deserters  into  new  regiments,  or  other  or- 
ganizations, he  shall  appoint  and  commission  th9 
officers  of  such  regiments  or  organizations.  If 
any  person  shall  hereafter  desert  the  military  ser- 
vice, and  depart  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  during  the  time  for  which  he  may  have  en- 
listed, he  is  to  be  liable  to  the  penalties  described 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  some  time  since  we  passed  an  act 
directing  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
within  thirty  days  after  its  passage,  to  issue  a 
proclamation  declaring  that  all  deserters  who 
would  report  themselves  for  duty  within  a  certain 
time  should  be  pardoned.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  issued  that  proclamation,  and  sev- 
eral thousand  deserters  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  reported  themselvesund  joined  theircbni- 
maiids,  and  I  believe  have  since  been  faithful  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

It  is  represented  that  we  have  now  eighty  thou- 
sand deserters.  1  think  that  is  a  great  mistake. 
I  do  not  believe  we  have  more  than  forty  thou- 
sand. A  great  many  of  the  persons  who  are  rep- 
resented as  dcsertoiH  have  in  some  form  or  other, 


through  the  hospitals  or  in  some  other  way,  got 
out  of  the  service,  and  the  record  has  not  been 
kept  properly.  Within  the  past  twelve  months 
under  the  provost  marshal  system  we  have  had 
about  twenty-eight  thousand  deserters  returned 
to  their  regiments.  We  are  at  the  present  time 
hunting  up  these  men  ifi  all  parts  of  the  country; 
and  there  are  comparatively  very  few  desertions 
from  the  service,  for  the  reason  that  under  the 
system  established  by  theenrollmentact  itis  very 
difficult  for  a  soldier  to  desert  and  escape  detec- 
tion. In  fact,  I  have  no  doubt  that  all  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  enrollment  act  have  been 
amply  justified  in  the  return  of  deserters  and  the 
effect  it  has  had  on  the  Army  to  kee[)  men  from 
deserting.  In  that  respect  alone  it  has  more  than 
paid  all  the  cost  of  the  system. 

It  is  represented  that  we  have  at  this  time  some- 
where from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  deserters  in 
Canadaand  the  other  British  provinces.  It  is  esti- 
mated by  some  gentlemen  who  have  examined  the 
subject  very  carefully  that  the  number  will  reach 
fifteen  thousand.  I'here  is  no  doubt  whatever 
that  there  are  many  thousand  men  there  who  have 
left  the  service  of  the  United  States,  many  of  them 
at  an  early  day  when  it  was  not  so  great  a  crime 
to  desert  the  service  as  at  the  present  time,  be- 
cause the  discipline  in  our  Army  has  been  very 
much  improved, 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  And  in  those  days  you 
could  get  as  many  as  you  had  a  mind  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  At  that  time  it  was  rather 
easy  to  get  men  into  the  service,  and  very  easy 
for  them  to  run  away.  A  very  lax  and  loose 
system  prevailed.  A  great  many  persons  then 
left  the  service  and  went  not  only  to  other  parts 
of  the  country,  but  to  Canada,  and  many  who 
went  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  under  the 
pressure  since  have  gone  over  the  line.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  the  statement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  at  Harrison's 
Landing  showed  thirty-five  thousand  men  absent 
without  leave. 

It  is  said  by  gentlemen  who  have  been  in  commu- 
nication with  these  deserters  in  Canada,  that  they 
are  very  anxious  to  return  to  the  United  States. 
They  are  scattered  up  and  down  that  country. 
The  rewards  of  labor  there  are  very  light.  Many 
of  them  are  hardly  able  to  support  themselves  at 
all.  The  war  has  continued  longer  than  they  ex- 
pected. They  find  that  running  away  from  the 
Army  and  going  into  Canada  is  much  harder  than 
being  in  the  service  and  doing  their  duty.  They 
are  afraid  to  return  to  the  United  States  for  fear 
of  being  arrested  and  tried,  and  having  the  pen- 
alties of  the  law  executed  upon  them.  It  is  pro- 
posed in  this  bill  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  issue  his  proclamation  pardoning 
these  persons  if  they  will  return  to  such  places  as 
he  shall  name  and  serve  out  the  time  for  which 
they  were  enlisted  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  thought  by  some  persons  who  have 
examined  this  subject  carefully,  that  ifsome  places 
were  named,  say  Detroit,  Buffalo,  Ogdensburg, 
Rouse's  Point,  and  some  point  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  where  they  could  come  from  Canada  and 
the  other  British  provinces,  we  might  gather  up 
a  large  body  of  men  who  would  return  to  the 
United  States  and  do  the  duty  that  they  agreed 
to  do. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Is  there  anything  in  the 
bill  providing  that  these  men  shall  be  pardoned 
for  any  little  offense  they  may  have  committed 
against  the  rules  which  led  to  their  desertion? 
Some  of  them  were  guilty  of  some  little  things, 
and  got  scared  and  ran  off. 

Mr.  WILSON.  This  bill  provides  that  they 
shall  be  pardoned.  All  that  will  be  required  of 
tliem  will  be  that  they  serve  out  their  time;  but 
they  are  not  to  have  pay  for  the  time  they  were 
absent. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  The  point  I  am  after  is 
this:  here  were  young  men,  to  my  certain  knowl- 
edge, who  got  into  some  little  difficulties  in  the 
Army;  they  had  a  drunken  frolic,  for  instance, 
and  imagined  that  they  were  going  to  bo  put  into 
prison,  and  got  scared  and  ra>)  off  to  Canada, and 
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iliey  arc  afraid  to  come  back.  Now  I  want  a  par- 
don for  them  for  ruujiinjj  away  and  for  \tl)atevcr 
offenses  tlioy  luive  commiued  up  to  liiat  time. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Tliis  bill  «nys  that  they  may 
return  "  without  inuiislimcnt,  except  the  forfeit- 
ure of  pay  and  allowances  due  at  the  time  of  tlieir 
desertion  and  during  their  absence."  Theobjcct 
is  to  pardon  them  entirely. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  1  want  all  these  little  of- 
fenses wiped  out. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  wise 
arrangement,  and  provision  is  made  for  it  m  this 
bill,  never  to  return  these  men  back  to  their  own 
regiments  again.  It  is  ^aid  that  when  several 
thousand  of  these  men,  I  think  some  twelve  or 
fifteen  thousand,  returned  under  the  previous  proc- 
lamation of  the  President  and  joined  the  ranks  of 
tlio  Army  and  went  hack  into  theirold  regiments, 
there  was  a  very  deep  feeling  of  indignation  in 
those  regiments  that  they  should  be  pardoned  and 
allowed  to  come  back  without  punishment.  The 
men  who  had  been  faithful  to  the  flag  thought  it 
wrong  that  th«  Government  should  permit  those 
men  to  return  without  punishment;  but  they  came 
back  and  were  not  punished  in  any  respect  what- 
ever, and  i  believe  they  have  been  as  faithful  as 
other  men  ever  since. 

I  think  the  true  way  would  be  this:  these  per- 
sons who  have  gone  out  of  the  country  should 
be  allowed  to  report  at  several  points  along  the 
Canadian  line, say  Detroit,  Buffalo,  Rouse's  Point, 
Ogdensburg,  and  Portland,  to  officers  appointed 
to  organize  them  into  companies,  and  then  those 
companies  should  be  organized  into  i-egiments, 
as  the  bill  provides  they  may  be  if  the  President 
chooses  to  do  so;  and  then  you  can  send  them 
away  to  the  Southwest  or  anywhere  else  in  the 
country. 

My  judgment  is  that  the  bill  will  have  a  tend- 
ency to  bring  back  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  several  thousand  men  who  liave  deserted 
it.  In  order  to  hasten  their  return  and  make 
them  feel  what  they  are  losing,  we  provide  in  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  that  in  addition  to  the  pen- 
alties they  have  incurred  they  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  forfeited  their  rights  of  citizenship.  The 
penalty  of  desertion  is  death  in  every  case  if  they 
arc  Ijrimght  back  and  the  court-martial  chooses 
to  inflict  it  upon  them.  Perhaps  all  of  them  are 
not  morally  guilty  of  the  crime.  Some  of  them, 
perliaps,  ran  away  thoughtlessly,  and  did  not 
mean  to  commit  such  an  offense  as  they  have  com- 
mitted; but  they  are  in  reality  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  desei'tion,  and  the  penalty  of  death  rests  upon 
them.  AVe  provide  in  addition  to  all  the  penalties 
DOW  upon  those  who  refuse  to  return,  that  they 

Sliall  lie  deemed  and  taken  to  Imve  voluntarily  rclin- 
quisliod  and  lorMted  their  riglita  of  citizenship  nf  the  Uni- 
ted Siiite.o,  and  their  ri(;lus  to  heconie  citizens  Iheieof,  and 
snch  di-'scrtcr  shall  lliereal'ter  be  incapable  of  liolding  any 
office  of  trustor  profit  under  the  United  States,  or  of  ex- 
ercising any  of  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  If  the  Senator  will  permit 
me,  the  object  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  it 
seems  to  me,  might  be  obtained  by  insertingafter 
the  word  "  punishment,"  in  the  eighth  line  of  the 
second  section,  the  words,  "  for  desertion  or  any 
offense  committed  by  them  while  in  the  service." 
That  would  reach  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont.  It  would  be  a  general  amnesty, 
not  only  for  desertion,  but  for  any  misdemeanor 
that  might  have  caused  desertion. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  not  clear  that  it  is  best 
to  put  that  in.  This  bill  now  covers  all  the  cases 
of  desertion  from  the  service. 

.Mr.COLLAMER.  Has  not  the  President  that 
power  now.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  He  has  the  power  to  pardon 
them  after  they  are  tried;  but  he  has  not  the  power 
to  get  them  back.  He  has  not  the  power  to  par- 
don them  in  advance.  There  is  no  law  thatallowa 
it,  and  he  can  not  issue  any  such  notice.  Congress 
passed  an  act  to  allow  him  to  do  it  once,  and  ho 
did  it  under  the  positive  order  and  direction  of 
Con^resK;  hut  the  Presidentcannol  issue  any  such 
proclamation  of  his  own  motion. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  The  President,  under  the 
Constitution,  has  the  power  before  a  man  is  tried 
at  all  to  pardon  him  for  any  offense. 

iMr.  WILSON.     They  do  not  so  understand  it. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  It  is  so;  and  a  man  may 
go  into  court  and  plead  his  pardon. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  tiuestion  lias  beCn  pressed 
on  the  Government  by  Army  officers  antl  others 
for  the  lo'it  three  or  four  months;  hut  the  Presi- 


dent and  the  Secretary  of  War  felt  that  they  ought 
not  to  do  it,  and  that  lihey  had  not  the  power  to 
do  it  without  the  sanction  of  Congress.  They 
may  technically  have  that  power;  but  we  passed 
an  act  through  Congress  requiring  the  President 
within  thirty  days  after  the  passage  of  the  actio 
issue  a  proclamation  of  pardon,  and  that  procla- 
mation brought  back  to  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  men. 

Mr.  CLARK.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me 
I  will  state  a  case  which  will  perhaps  illustrate 
this  whole  inatter,  and  show  that  the  Pi-esident 
thinks  he  does  possess  the  power.  A  case  oc- 
curred within  a  few  weeks  past — and  this  will 
show  how  easily  men  may  get  out  of  the  Army 
as  well  as  how  easily  they  may  be  returned — 
where  a  young  man  from  my  own  State  received 
a  furlough,  because  he  was  sick,  to  go  home.  He 
was  not  well  enough  to  return  when  his  furlough 
expired,  and  his  physician  undertook  to  get  him 
an  extension  of  that  furlough,  and  afterwards  to 
get  him  a  discharge;  but  lie  failed  to  do  it.  The 
young  man  became  frightened,  understanding  that 
his  name  was  borne  on  the  books  of  his  com- 
pany as  a  deserter,  and  he  did  not  dare  to  go 
back  to  his  company.  But  he  would  not  quit 
the  service,  and  he  went  and  employed  himself 
as  a  teamster  for  a  quartermaster.  After  he  had 
been  in  that  service  something  like  a  year,  he  be- 
came dissatisfied.  He  felt  for  his  father;  he  felt 
for  his  friends;  he  felt  for  himself.  He  did  not 
like  to  be  considered  as  a  deserter.  Nobody  had 
ever  apprehended  him.  He  had  sometimes  been 
back  to  his  own  company  and  they  had  known 
him;  and  yet  nobody  would  arrest  him. 

He  caine  to  me  some  little  time  ago  and  ex- 
plained the  matter  to  me.  I  went  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  laid  his  case  before  him.  The  Presi- 
dent said  to  me,  "If  that  young  man  will  go  back 
and  serve  in  his  company  and  regiment  faith- 
fully I  will  give  him  a  pardon.  Bring  him  up 
here  and  let  me  see  him."  I  did  not  carry  him  up 
there,  but  the  President  sent'me  a  pardon  for  that 
young  man,  and  he  has  gone  back  to  the  service 
and  has  never  been  tried.  The  President  has  the 
power  without  any  law  to  do  that.  He  may  send 
any  of  these  men  back. 

And  now,  while  I  am  up,  perhaps  the  Senator 
will  permit  me  to  say  that  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  we  ought  to  bring  these  men  back  in  this 
way.  If  they  will  not  return  upon  the  voluntary 
proclamation  of  the  President  they  will  be  forever 
expatriated.  The  President  may  authorize  them 
to  come  back  and  go  into  the  service  if  he  will, 
and  have  we  the  power  under  the  Constitution, 
let  me  inquire,  to  direct  the  President  and  say 
that  he  shall  issue  this  proclamation  and  shall  par- 
don these  men.'  Are  we  not  attempting  to  use 
the  very  authority  which  was  given  to  the  Pres- 
ident byjhe  Constitution.'  We  say  in  the  second 
section  that  he  shall  do  it,  that  he  shall  issue  a 
proclamation  promising  them  that  if  they  return 
there  shall  be  no  further  punishment.  That  is 
left  entirely  in  the  discretion  of  the  President,  ac- 
cording to  the  Constitution;  it  is  not  left  to  a  law 
of  Congress.  While  I  would  be  very  glad  to 
have  these  people  return,  as  many  of  them  as  will 
upon  proclamation,  there  may  be  danger  in  it. 
As  is  suggested  to  me  by  the  Senatorfrom  Iowa, 
[Mr.  GniMES^]  it  may  demoralize  the  Army.  It 
may  show  to  the  inen  in  the  Army  how  easily  a 
deserter  can  return  and  how  slight  a  punishment 
is  inflicted.  I  know  there  is  great  objection  on 
the  part  of  true  and  loyal  soldiers  to  have  desert- 
ers by  the  side  of  them.  They  may  be  organized 
in  separate  regiments,  but  what  would  aregiment 
of  deserters  be  worth,  and  where  would  you  put 
them  except  in  jail  or  prison?  Who  would  want 
to  coirimand  them  except  a  deserter.' 

I  have  been  of  opinion  that  severity,  more  se- 
verity than  we  have  been  exercising  on  these  de- 
serters, was  necessary  and  useful,  i  know  there 
are  a  great  many  of  them,  and  we  cannot  punish 
them  all;  but  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  leave  this  matter  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Executive.  If  he  docs  not 
choose  to  issue  his  proclamation  and  offer  to  these 
peo[ile  pardon  ifthey  will  come  back,  they  will  be 
just  where  the  bill  ])riiposes  to  put  them — foi-ever 
"cxpaii'iat(;d.  They  will  not  duie  to  rc!turn.  If  they 
do,  they  will  come  back  as  a  thief  in  the  night, 
and  not  dare  to  show  themselves.  They  will  for- 
ever be  a  living  and  a  standing  punishment,  an 
example  to  everybody,  with    the  mark  of  Cain 


upon  them.  I  think  that  the  matter  stands  well 
as  it  is.  I  doubt  whether  the  bill  will  do  good. 
Still  I  am  not  opposed  to  it  if  the  military  author- 
ities think  it  to  be  necessary  upon  more  consid- 
eration than  I  have  given  it. 

MILITARY  INTERFERENCE  WITH  ELECTIONS. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  morning 
hour  having  expired,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  Chair 
to  call  up  the  special  order  of  the  day.  The  Chair 
will  remark  by  way  of  explanation  that  there 
are  two  special  assignments  for  this  hour.  The 
first  is  the  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  16)  proposing 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  assigned  for  this  day  at  one 
o'clock  as  a  special  order.  The  other  is  the  bill 
(S.  No.  37)  to  prevent  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  and  other  persons  engaged  in  the  military 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  from  inter- 
fering in  elections  in  the  States.  I'hat  comes  up 
as  a  special  order,  being  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  last  day's  sitting;  and  according  to  the  ex- 
press rule  of  the  Senate,  as  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  preceding  session,  it  takes  precedence 
among  the  special  orders.  That  bill,  therefore, 
is  now  before  the  Senate;  and  upon  it  the  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan  [Mr.  Howard]  is  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Before  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  proceeds,  as  the  special  order  for  to-day 
is  superseded  by  the  unfinishedbusinessof  yester- 
day, which  I  very  much  regret,  I  desire  to  ask  that 
the  joint  resolution  which  was  the  special  order  for 
to-day  be  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow, 
so  that  it  will  come  up  to-morrow.  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  consent  that  we  take  it  up  then,  and 
not  have  it  postponed  by  other  matters  again. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  order 
will  be  entered,  if  no  objection  be  made,  without 
the  question  being  put  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  a  special  order  for 
to-morrow.  I  merely  make  a  remark  with  a  view 
to  the  public  business.  The  special  order  for  to- 
morrow is  a  bill  which  was  assigned,  I  think, 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr. 
Grimes.] 

Mr.  GRIMES.  That  will  not  stand  in  the  way 
of  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  take 
up  the  Navy  appropriation  bill  to-morrow. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  hope  the  bill  which  is  now 
up  will  be  pressed  until  there  is  a  vote  on  it.  I 
dislike  to  have  any  special  order  maide  for  to-mor- 
row. The  Senator  from  Maryland,  as  I  under- 
stand, desires  to  follow  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
in  the  discussion  of  the  bill  which  is  now  before 
the  Senate.  I  hope  the  Senatorfrom  Illinois  will 
not  insist  upon  his  motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  moves  the  postponement  of  the  bill 
under  consideration  with  the  view  of  taking  up 
for  consideration  the  joint  resolution  proposing 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  that  resolution  the  special  assignment 
for  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  do  not  like  that  mode  of  doing 
business.  I  think  that  when  the  Senate  has  taken 
up  a  subject  and  is  progressing  in  its  discussion 
it  ought  to  finish  that  subject  by  continuous  ac- 
tion from  day  to  day  before  taking  up  another. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  practice  of  blending  de- 
bates ujion  different  subjects  is  not  the  best  mode 
of  doing  business.  I  hope,  myself,  that  the  sub- 
ject upon  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Michigan  intends  to  address  the  Senate  to-day 
v.'ill  be  disposed  of  before  any  other  subject  is 
debated. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  presume  that  the  re- 
marks of  »he  Senator  from  Michigan  to-day  may 
refer  to  occurrences  in  my  own  State  which  have 
been  investigated  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
and  if  so,  I  should  like  an  opportunity  to  reply 
to  his  remarks  so  far  as  they  may  relate  to  that 
State.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  if  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  speaks  to-day  upon  the  bill  introduced 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Powell,] 
an  opprlrtunity  will  be  allowed  to  such  of  us  as 
may  feel  called  upon  to  reply  in  behalf  of  our 
Slates  and  the  people  of  our  States,  to  do  so  with- 
out the  intervention  of  any  special  order  which 
may  possibly  prevent  the  bill  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate from  being  considered  at  a  future  day.  If  1 
knew  that  even  next  week  we  could  call  up  thia 
bill  apaiiijand  be  allowed  to  reply  to  the  remarks 
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of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  a  postponement;  but  I  am  apprehen- 
sive that  after  the  Senator  from  Michigan  maicos 
}iis  speecii  on  tiiis  subject,  if  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  succeeds  in  making  the  subject  to  wliich 
he  has  referred  a  special  order,  we  may  not  have 
the  opportunity  of  considering  this  matter  even 
at  a  future  day.  • 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  first  ques- 
tion is,  will  the  Senate  take  up  the  joint  resolu- 
tion at  the  present  time,  with  a  view'  to  consider 
a  further  motion  to  postpone  it  to  a  future  day, 
and  make  it  thft  special  order  for  such  day  .> 

iVlr. TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  Senate  to-day  in  a  discussion  as 
to  whether  it  shall  be  made  a  special  order  ornot, 
and  thereby  defeat  the  object  I  have  in  view, 
which  is  to  get  the  early  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  this  important  question  of  submittingto  the 
States  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  so  as 
to  forever  prohibit  and  abolisii  slavery.  I  have 
lieretofore  had  that  matter  set  as  n  special  order 
for  two  differeiu  days.  I  tliink  there  is  a  dispo- 
sition in  the  Senate  to  consider  it.  It  has  met  the 
favor  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciavy,and  has 
been  reported  to  this  body,  and  I  do  ask  of  the 
Senate  that  at  some  time  they  will  consider  it  and 
not  have  it  put  off  from  day  to  day  in  this  way. 
And  now,  not  to  take  up  further  lime,  I  withdraw 
my  motion  to  make  it  a  special  order  for  to-mor- 
row, and  give  notice  to  the  Senate  that  I  shall 
move  at  one  o'clock  to-morrow  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  to  amend  the 
Constitution.  It  will  then  be  for  the  Senate  to 
decide.  If  a  majority  decide  that  they  will  not 
consider  it,  of  course  they  may  do  so.  I  shall 
have  done  my  duty  in  reference  to  it. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Why  not  go  on  with  it 
to-day.? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Because  another  special 
order  has  preference  of  it,  and  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  is  entitled  to  the  floor  and  is  prepared 
to  go  on.  That  is  the  reason  I  have  to  give  way 
to-day.  I  would  prefer  going  on  to-day,  but  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  claims  the  floor  on  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

.  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  ,  Senate  bill  No. 
37,  to  prevent  officers  of  the  Army,  &c.,  from 
interfering  in  elections  in  the  States,  is  before  the 
Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HOWARD  addressed  the  Senate  for  about 
two  hours.     [See  Appendix.] 

Mr.  HALE.  If  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
will  yield  the  floor,  I  will  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr.  HOWARD.     I  give  way. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  hope  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  will  withdraw  that  motion  and 
let  us  go  into  executive  session. 

Mr.  HALE.     1  withdraw  it  for  that  purpose. 
EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  some  time 
spent  in  the  consideration  of  executive  business, 
the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  March  23,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  Rev.  W.  P.  Tildek,  of  Boston. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Mr.  FENTON.     I  ask  leave  of  absence  for  ten 
days  from  Monday  next. 

Leave  was  granted  as  requested. 
The  SPEAKER.     As   requests   for   leaves  of 
absence  have  become  so  frequent  of  late,  the  Chair 
deems  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion, even  when  granted  they  do  not  exempt  mem- 
bers from  deduction  from  their  pay,  for  the  rea- 
son the  law  is  imperative  thatdeductions  shall  be 
miule  in   no    cu.se  except  where   the   member  is 
sick  lum.self  or  there  is  sickness  in  his  family. 
THADDEUS  MORKICE. 
Mr.  DAWSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Tliut  llieii;  l)(i  paiil  out  of  tin;  contingent  Tumi 
of  iliif  UoM^v.  to  ihf  niollior  of  Tliaddous  Moirice  ii  titiiii 
equal  to  lilssnl.iry  lo  tlic  ond  ol'tlio  prtennt  sejfiion  olCon- 
BrcsRj  also  his  proper  riini.>ral  expenses. 


Mr.  DAWSON.  There  is  a  congressional  pre- 
cedent for  this  resolution  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Thirty-Fiist  Congress.  I  trust  that  it  will  re- 
ceive the  unanimous  sanction  of  this  House.  No 
employe  of  this  House  is  more  entitled  to  our 
just  and  generous  consideration  than  Thaddeus 
Morrice.  FIc  was  a  young  man  of  excellent  char- 
acter, distinguished  lor  his  wonderful  knowledge 
of  parliamentary  law,  and  of  great  fidelity  in  the 
important  oflice  he  filled  so  well. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  TRANSPORTATION  TO  CIVILIANS. 

Mr.  KERNAN  asked  unanimous  consent  to 
introduce  the  following  resolution: 

Resolveil,  Thai  a  committee  of  Ave  be  appointed  by  the 
Speaker  to  investigate  and  report  to  this  Iloiise  whether 
civilians  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  in  and  about 
VVasliington  were  sent  or  allowed  to  go  to  their  homes  with 
the  view  of  their  voting  at  State  elections;  for  what  length 
of  time  were  they  granted  leave  of  ahspnce  for  such  pur- 
pose, and  did  their  pay  continue  while  they  were  thus  ab- 
sent; were  all  such  employes  sent  or  allowed  to  go  home 
for  such  purpose,  or  those  only  who  professed  to  belong  to 
the  Republican  parly  so  called,  or  professed  or  promised 
they  would  vote  lor  its  candidjUes ;  and  were  said  employes 
transported  home  and  back  at  their  own  expense  or  was 
their  transportation  or  any  part  of  it  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government;  and  said  committee  is  authorized  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  to  employ  a  clerk,  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  at  any  time. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Kernan,]  that  if  he  will 
modify  his  resolution  so  as  to  refer  this  matter  for 
investigation  to  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of 
the  war  instead  of  to  a  select  committee,  I  will 
not  object  to  it.     [Cries  of  "  Oh  no."] 

Mr.  KERNAN.  No,  sir;  I  prefer  to  let  the 
resolution  stand  just  as  I  have  drawn  it. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Then  I  object  to  it. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  make  an  explana- 
tion. In  my  remarks  of  the  9th  instant,  some 
reflections  were  cast  upon  the  character  of  one  of 
my  colleagues  fi-om  Missouri,  [Mr.  Blair,]  and 
an  open  question  was  left  in  regard  to  veracity  and 
the  matter  of  an  alleged  forgery.  I  hope  1  shall 
be  permitted  by  the  House  to  make  an  explana- 
tion upon  that  subject. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  proceed, 
by  unanimous  consent.  The  Chair  hears  no  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  LAW.  Before  the  gentleman  proceeds,  I 
ask  him  to  yield  to  me  for  a  moment  on  a  question 
of  privilege. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  for 
that  purpose. 

CORRECTION. 

Mr.  LAW.  1  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
I  find  in  the  Globe  of  yesterday  my  name  recorded 
as  voting  in  the  negative  upon  an  amendment  to 
what  is  called  the  "gold  bill."  I  did  so  vote; 
but  I  find  also  that  during  the  roll-call  the  follow- 
ing remarks  were  made: 

"Mr.  Allison.  I  have  paired,  by  an  arrangement  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [iVIr.'PiiNDLETON,]  with  Mr. 
Law.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  whether 
in  his  judgment  tliat  pair  ought  to  extend  to  this  vote.  1 
should,  if  permitted,  vote  for  this  amendment. 

^' Mr.  Pendleton.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  that  in  my  judgment  under  his  pair  he  ought  not  to 
vote  on  this  question." 

I  desire  to  say,  sir,  that  no  such  arrangement 
took  place  and  no  such  pair  was  made.  1  never 
have  paired  with  any  gentleman  in  this  House, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  shall.  I  think  the 
gentleman  has  mistaken  me  for  Mr.  Long. 

I  am  informed  now  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  did  pair  me,  but  he  did 
it  without  my  knowledge  or  consent.  If  I  had 
been  paired,  I  certainly  ought  not  to  have  voted, 
and  siiould  not  have  done  so. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  .thinks  it  is  an 
error.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gentleman  alluded 
to  was  not  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  but  was 
Mr.  J.  W.  White,  of  Ohio.  The  Chair  is  cer- 
tain that  the  statement  did  not  refer  to  the  gentle- 
man f'rom  Indiana. 

Corrections  ofthe  Globe  are  not,  however,  ques- 
tions of  privilege,  although  corrections  of  the 
Journal  are.  Unanimous  consent  has  to  be  asked 
for  corrections  ofthe  Globe  as  for  anything  else 
not  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  McCluuo] 
has  (he  floor  to  make  a  personal  explanation, 


CUARGE  AGAINST  A  MEMBER. 
Mr.  McCLURG.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  nm  sorry  that 
my  colleague  from  the  first  distiicl  of  MisS'uiri 
[Mr.  Blair]  is  not  in  his  seat.  If  any  of  his 
fricndi?  know  where  he  is  I  hope  they  will  send 
fur  him. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  my  remarks  on  the  9th  instant 
some  reflections  wer*  cast  upoir  the  character  of 
my  colleague  from  the  first  district  [Mr.  Blair] 
by  the  inference  being  drawn  that  he  wa.s  proba- 
bly connected  with  v/hat  may  have  been  a  liquor 
speculation.  I  was  interrupted  by  my  colleague, 
and  in  reply  I  intimated  I  had  no  disposition  to 
do  him  injustice,  and,  whenever  satisfied  that  an 
error  had  been  committed,  that  I  would  gladly 
retract.  I  desire  therefore  to  make  such  expla- 
nation as  will  place  all  parties  fairly  before  the 
public.     1  hope  I  will  have  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Speaker,  doubt  may  have  remained  on  the 
minds  of  some  as  to  the  truth  ofthe  execution  of 
a  certain  order  for  liquors  by  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Blair,]  a  copy  of  which,  with  a  corresponding 
invoice,  was  given  in  my  speech  of  9th  instant. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Blair,]  in  one  of  his  interruptions,  seemed  to  be 
surprised  that  I  had  not  seen  the  acknowledg- 
ment by  a  Treasury  agent,  Mr.  Bonner,  of  St. 
Louis,  that  the  order  and  invoice  were  forgeries, 
and  that  he,  Mr.  Bonner,  knew  them  to  be  for- 
geries when  they  wei-e  published.  I  here  quote 
the  language  of  that  interruption.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri.  I  ask  my  colleague  if  he  does 
not  know  that  the  order  which  he  has  quoted  here  was  a 
forgery  committe<l  by  one  of  Mr.  Chasc'ts  agents,  and  that 
its  publication  was  procured  by  another  of  Mr.  Ch.ise's 
agents,  who  knew  it  to  be  a  forgery,  in  a  paper  which  was 
in  the  pay  of  Mr.  Chase.  Tiie  whole  thing  can  be  traced 
to  malice  and  malevolence.  It  is  acknowledged  now  to 
have  been  a  forgery  on  the  part  of  these  two  agents  of  Mr. 
Chase. 

"  I  was  in  the  field  doing  my  duty  when  these  miserable 
miscreants  committed  this  forgery  which  the  gentleman 
parades  here.  I  suppose  he  has  seen  the  denunciation  of 
that  pr('tended  order  as  a  forgery  in  a  St.  Louis  paper,  and 
he  may  have  all  the  credit  he  can  get  for  circulating  the 
forgery  of  Mr.  Chase's  agents. 

"Mr.  McClurq.  Will  my  colleague  give  us  the  name 
ofthe  person  he  alludes  to!" 

"Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri.     I  allude  to  Mr.  Bonner. 

"  Mr.  McCluro.  I  have  .seen  the  printed  correspondence 
on  this  subject  between  tlie  gentleman's  friends  and  th« 
friends  ofthe  Treasury  Department,  and  lam  confirmed  in 
the  belief  that  I  have  given  the  correct  and  fair  interpreta- 
tion of  this  whole  matter.  I  shall,  with  great  pleasure,  at 
any  time,  acknowledge  the  error  if  the  gentleman  will  con- 
vince me  of  it;  but  he  does  not  convince  me  by  the  remarkg 
he  has  now  made. 

"  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri.  I  tell  the  gentleman  that  I 
have  the  admission  of  Mr.  Bonner  himself  that  he  Icnew  it 
was  a  forgery  at  the  time  he  published  it. 

"Mr.  McClurg.  If  the  gentleman  will  get  his  written 
admission  and  produce  it  to  me,  I  will  withdrawand  retract 
what  I  havK  said  about  this  matter." 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Blair]  stated  that  Mr.  Bon- 
ner acknowledged  "  he  knew  it  was  a  forgery  at 
the  time  he  published  it."  I  plainly  intimated  I 
did  not  so  believe,  but  stated  I  would  retract  if, 
at  any  time,  my  colleague  [Mr.  Blair]  would 
produce  in  writing  such  an  acknowledgment  from 
Mr.  Bonner.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Blair]  has 
had  time  to  procure  that  acknowledgment.  Two 
weeks  have  elapsed,  and  in  one  week  a  letter  is 
conveyed  by  mail  to  St.  Louis  and  an  answer  re- 
turned. Thatacknowledgraent  has  not  been  pro- 
duced; itcannot  be.  I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  r.e- 
mind  those  under  the  sound  of  my  voice  of  one  of 
the  acknowledged  princyples  in  passing  upon  tes- 
timony and  determining  whether  it  should  be  ad- 
mitted orrejecled.  It  is  this,  when  translated  into 
English:  "  False  in  one,  false  in  all."  Therefore, 
one  falsehood  of  a  witness  being  exposed,  the 
whole  testimony  of  that  witness  is  rejected  as 
worthless. 

The  geiitlcnnan  [Mr.  Blair]  has,  on  several  oc- 
casions, appeared  here  as  his  own  witness.  1  ex- 
posed the  falsehood  in  the  charge  he  made  of  du- 
plicity and  infidelity  to  the  President  against  his 
four  radical  colleagues,  when,  in  the  face  of  his 
own  langiu\ge,  he  then  acknowledged  he  did  not 
intend  to  apply  his  remarks  to  the  radicals  ofthe 
House.  I  also  produced  the  proof  that  decided 
in  favor  of  his  colleague  from  the  second  district 
[Mr.  Blow]  the  questitni  of  veracity  as  to  the 
gentleman's  [Mr.  Blair]  having  approved  a  res- 
olution for  a  delegation  to  procure  the  appointment 
of  another  comiriander  in  Missouri  than  General 
Schofield.  It  is  also  borne  in  mind  that  not  many 
days  since  it  was  denied  by  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Blair]  that  slaves  hud  been  run  ofl'to  Kentucky 
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from  Missouri:  wiien  at  the  same  time  a  letter  was 
produced  from  an  officer  statin;^  that  such  was  the 
fact.  If  not  the  fact,  Major  General  Rosecrans 
must  be  exceedingly  ingenious  in  framing  orders 
for  imaginary  causes,  in  order  that  his  name  may 
appear  in  print;  for  the  following  is  part  df  the 
first  paragraph  of  General  Orders  No.  35,  dated  at 
St.  Louis,  March  1,  18G4: 

[General  Order3,*No.  35.] 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missodri, 
St.  Louis,  3Iarck  1,  1S04. 
I.  Missouri,  for  tlic  coming  year,  needs  all  the  slave 
and  oilier  labor  she  lias  within  lierown  border.    Humanity, 
as  well  as  justice,  forbids  sending  away  toother  States  our 
helpless  slaves.     IMoreover,  bad  men  have  been  engaged  In 
stealing  and  carrying  negroes  out  of  the  State,  and  selling 
even  those  who  were  free.  The  exportation  of  negroes  l>om 
Missouri  is  therefore  prohibited.  *        *        *        * 

By  command  of  Major  General  Rosecrans  : 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  ^ildjulaiit  General. 

"  Bad  men  have  been  engaged,"  &c.,  "  selling 
even  those  who  were  free.  Here,  then,  are  three 
cases  in  which  the  statements  of  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  Blair]  who  testifies  in  his  own  cases  are 
proven  to  be  incorrect.  Apply  the  principle, 
"false  in  one,  false  in  all,"  and  what  becomes  of 
his  maddened  attempt  to  relieve  himself  of  the 
suspicion  of  an  effort  to  speculate  by  smuggling 
liquors  in  violation  of  regulations.'  His  state- 
ments fall  to  the  ground  as  of  a  witness  not  enti- 
tled to  credibility.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  a 
feeling  of  sympathy  for  a  fellow-man  when  I  see 
him  in  distress.  The  gentleman  [Mr. 'Blair]  is 
embarrassed,  and  well  may  he  be.  As  1  can  re- 
lieve him,  it  is  my  duty  to  do  so,  especially  so 
when  1  have  no  disposition  to  treat  any  member 
unjustly.  But  it  is  such  relief  as  is  experienced 
by  the  condemned  criminal  when  suspense  is  re- 
moved by  the  sentence  of  condemnation.  Not 
believing  he  [Mr.  Blair]  would  be  able  to  procure 
from  Mr.  Bonner  the  statement  he  desired  and 
which  is  necessary  to  sustain  him  in  the  assertion 
which  he  made  on  the  9th  instant,  I  volunteered 
to  correspond  with  Mr.  Bonner.  One  result  is  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Bonner,  which  is  as  follows: 

St.  Lodis,  March  17,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  read  with  great  surprise  the  remarks  of  Gen- 
eral F.  P.  Blair,  Jr.,  as  reported  in  the  Congressional  Globe 
of  the  9tli  instant.  The  language  used  by  him  appears  to 
have  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  himself  from 
the  odium  of  a  transaction  in  which  he  was  engaged  known 
in  common  parlance  as  "  Blair's  liquor  speculation,"  and 
appears  in  the  Globe  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri.  I  ask  ray  colleague  if  lie'does 
not  know  that  the  order  which  he  has  quoted  here  was  a 
forgery  committed  by  one  of  Mr.  Chase's  agents,  and  that 
its  publication  was  procured  by  another  of  Mr.  Chase's 
agents,  who  knew  it  to  be  a  forgery,  in  a  paper  which  was 
In  the  pay  of  Mr.  Chase.  The  wliole  thing  can  be  traced 
to  malice  and  malevolence.  It  is  acknowledged  now  to 
have  been  a  forgery  on  the  part  of  those  two  agents  of  Mr. 
Chase. 

"  I  was  in  the  field  dolngmy  duty  when  these  miserable 
miscreants  committed  this  forgery  which  the  gentleman  pa- 
rades here.  I  suppose  he  has  seen  the  denunciation  of  that 
pretended  order  as  a  forgery  in  a  St.  Louis  paper,  and  he 
may  have  all  the  credit  he  can  getforcirculatingthe  forgery 
of  Mr.  Chase's  agents. 

"  Mr.  McCi.URo.  Will  my  colleague  give  us  the  name 
of  the  person  he  alludes  to.' 

"  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri.    /  allude  to  Mr.  Bonner. 

"  Air.  McCluro.  I  have  seen  the  printed  correspondence 
on^lhis  subject  between  the  gentleman's  friends  and  the 
friends  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  I  am  confirmed 
In  the  belief  that  I  have  given  the  fair  and  correct  interpre- 
tation of  this  whole  matter.  I  shall,  with  great  pleasure,  at 
any  time  acknowledge  the  error  If  tlie  gentleman  willcon- 
vinbc  me  of  it;  but  he  does  not  convince  me  by  the  re- 
marks In;  has  now  made. 

"Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  i  tell  the  gentleman  that  1 
have  the  admission  of  Mr.  Bonner  himself  that  he  knew  it 
was  a  forgery  at  the  time  he  published  it. 

"Mr.  iMcCluro.  If  the  gentleman  will  get  his  written 
admission  and  produce  it  to  me,  I  will  withdraw  and  re- 
tract what  1  have  said  about  this  matter." 

Now  these  are  the  sinjple  facts  of  the  case:  on  the  10th 
day  of  July,  1803,  I  received  ihe  appointment  of  assistant 
upecialagentof  the  'i'reasury  Departul^wit  and  entered  upon 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  my  odlcc  on  llie  20tli  of  that 
month.  By  reference  to  the  books  and  original  papers  on 
file  at  the  custom-house  it  appears  that  one  Michael  Pow- 
ers, who  for  many  years  past  has  been  and  still  is  a  warm 
personal  nod  political  friend  and  partisan  of  General  Blair, 
came  to  bl.  I^ouiswith  npowcrof  attorney  purportingtobu 
iilgne<l  by  (ii'iieral  Blair  and  the  members  of  his  btall,  for  a 
quantity  of  liquors,  cigars,  &.c.  The  purchase  was  made 
nome  time  in  June  last,  of  Mr.  David  Nicholson,  and 
aniountrU  to$8,Ci.'il.  On  this  amount  the  Government  tax 
of  five  percent,  was  paid,  ami  on  the  15th  day  of  June,  18(53, 
a  permit  for  the  shipmi'iit  of  the  merchandise  was  oblained 
from  Mr.  R.J.  Howard,  collector  of  the  port  of  St.  Louis, 
who  Is  u  devoted  personal  friend  and  partisan  ofGencTal 
Blair,  and  Inn  been  so  for  many  year.4.  'I'll is  merchandise 
WBd  ulilpped  on  the  stcTmer  Gladiator  about  the  date  of  the 
purmit.  'I'lieie  facts  bucumin);  known  led  toeeverni  anony- 
mous coniiminientiona  In  HiiVerHl  of  the  newspapers  of  St. 
L«;uJi,,?^^ii,l^erof  )|yfil^  w(j»  wrilj^on  oi  (xdy^e(I  by  mo,  i» 


which  copies  of  the  original  power  to  purchase,  the  invoice, 
and  permit  all  appeared.  During  the  publication  of  these 
articles,  and  for  months  afterwards,!  never  heard  the  gen- 
uineness of  the  papers  questioned,  although  Goneral  Blair, 
for  a  portion  of  the  time  at  least,  was  in  St.  Louis.  Some 
time  after  these  publications,  Mr.  R.  J.  Howard  told  me  that 
one  of  General  Blair's  stall' told  him  that  one  word  in  the 
power  of  attorney  authorizing  Powers  to  purchase  the 
liquors,  also  the  last  item  for  canned  I'm  its,  had  been  fraud- 
ulently inserted  after  it  was  signed. 

At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  several  of  the  friends  of 
General  Blair,  I  published  the  following  card,  to  wit: 
Editors  Missouri  Democrat : 

I  am  requested  hy  personal  friends  of  F.  P.  Blair  to  state 
what  has  come  to  my  knowledge  with  reference  to  a  cer- 
tain order  made  by  Geniiral  Blair  and  members  of  his  stalT, 
on  which  Mr.  ftiichael  Powers  obtained  a  permit  from  tlie 
collector  of  this  port  for  the  shipment  of  a  certain  lot  of 
liquors  to  Vicksburg,  and  as  to  the  forgery  of  any  part  of 
said  order. 

I  will  state  that  t  never  saw  the  order  referred  to  until 
after  the  liquors  were  seized  at  Cairo.  No  suspicion  was 
raised  in  my  mind  as  to  any  part  of  the  order  being  a  for- 
gery until  after  there  had  been  some  newspaper  criticism 
in  relation  to  the  shipment,  when  Mr.  Howard,  the  col- 
lector, called  my  attention  to  the  original  order,  stating  that 
a  member  of  General  Blair's  staff  had,  on  examination  of 
the  paper,  pronounced  the  word  "each,"  as  it  appeared  in 
the  order,  also  the  last  item  on  the  order,  as  forgeries.  Mr. 
Howard  also  gave  it  as  his  opinion  at  the  lime  that  the  same 
were  forgeries,  and  while  I  am  not  prepared  tochargethat 
any  gentleman  connected  with  this  transaction  would  per- 
petrate a  forgery,  I  will  state  that  to  my  mind  there  does 
exist  a  dissimilarity  between  the  cliirography  of  the  word 
"each,"  also  the  last  item  of  the  order,  and  the  balance  of 
the  order. 

■yours,  very  respectfully,  B.  R.  BONNER. 

This  is  the  only  statement,  verbal  orwritten, which  Gen- 
eral Blair  or  any  other  person  has  ever  had  from  me  in  re- 
lation to  the  genuineness  of  the  power  alluded  to. 

I  will  state  further  that  since  the  publication  of  your  speech 
I  have  compared  the  copies  of  the  power  and  invoice  as  in- 
serted in  your  speech  with  the  oriu'lnal  papers  on  file  in  the 
surveyor's  ofRce  in  St.  Louis,  and  find  no  error  in  your  state- 
ment. That  the  word  "  eacli"  and  a  small  item  for  canned 
fruits,  which  are  the  only  items  which  General  Blair's 
friends  ever  claimed  not  to  be  genuine,  affect  merely  the 
quantity — nothing  more. 

Upon  a  further  examination  of  the  original  papers  (which 
I  have  obtained  from  the  surveyor)  I  am  very  far  from  be- 
ing convinced  that  any  such  alterations  as  claimed  by  Gen- 
eral Blair  were  made  after  the  execution  of  the  power. 
With  General  Blair's  signature  I  have  long  been  familiar, 
and  have  no  doubt  of  its  genuineness  to  the  power  in  ques- 
tion. Although  the  paper  has  been  submitted  to  several 
persons  most  familiar  with  General  Blair's  hand  writing  and 
signature,  I  have  found  no  one  who  doubts  that  General 
Blair  signed  the  paper  in  question.  The  original  power  is 
dated  June  3,  1863.  On  the  15th  of  June  the  permit  for  the 
shipment  of  the  merchandise  on  the  steamer  Gladiator  was 
given  by  Collector  Howard.  My  appointment  was  made 
July  10, 1863,  and  I  entered  upon  theiiischarge  of  the  duties 
of  my  office  on  the  2()th  of  July,  more  than  a  month  after 
the  purchase  and  shipment  of  the  liquors.  And  never  un- 
til in  August  afterwards  did  I  have  any  knowledge  or  inform- 
ation of  any  kind  of  the  transaction  referred  to  when  1 
vcas  applied  to  in  my  ofliclal  capacity  by  Mr.  Nicholson, 
the  vendor  of  the  goods,  to  have  them  released  from  seizure 
at  Cairo. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  General  Bluir,  without  the  slight- 
est excuse,  has  coolly  and  impudently,  in  tlie  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  uttered  a  willful, 
inalicious,andcleliberate  falsehood;  and  now  stands  branded 
and  must  forever  stand  branded  as  a  reckless  and  unscru- 
pulous slanderer,  utterly  regardless  of  truth. 

■yours,  very  respecttully, 

B.  R.  BONNER, 
Assistant  Special  Jlgcnt  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
Hon.  J.  W.McCldrq,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  that 
if  this  is  read  as  a  part  of  the  gentleman 's  speech 
it  is  clearly  out  of  order,  as  violating  the  rule  of 
the  House  forbidding  personalities. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  appears, 
from  the  only  communication  Mr.  Bonner  ever 
made  on  the  subject,  he  did  not  acknowledge  that 
a  forgery  had  been  committed  by  any  one.  He 
says  Mr.  Ploward — collector  of  the  port  of  St. 
Louis,  an  appointee  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  a  per- 
sonal and  political  friend  of  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Blair] — contended  there  was  a  forgery.  And  this 
was  some  time  after  a  permit  had  been  given  for 
the  shipment  of  the  liquor.s,  by  a  deputy  of  Mr. 
Howard.  Mr.  Bonner,  in  his  kindness  of  feeling 
to  one  [Mr.BLAiii]  who  has  shown  himself  incapa- 
ble of  making  return,  except  in  abuse,  was  induced 
to  commit  the  indiscretion  of  saying  there  ap- 
peared to  be  some  disagreement  in  the  cliirog- 
raphy of  the  order,  in  one  or  two  parts.  This 
was  some  time  after  the  order  had  been  acted  upon 
by  Mr.  Powers,  the  personal  and  political  friend 
of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Blair,]  and  by  Mr.  Nich- 
olson, who  filled  the  arder,  iliscovering  nothing 
wrong  ill  it,  and  after  the  permit  for  shipment  had 
been  granted  by  the  deputy  of  another  personal 
and  political  friend.  No  one  had  anything  to  do 
with  that  order  except  the  |)uraonal  friends  of  my 
colleague  until  the  "liquor  speculation  "becamea 
mnltcrof  publicdiscusaion.    The  forgery  was  an 


after-thought, after  discussion,  and  the  attempt  is 
made  to  mystify  the  transaction  by  casting  suspi- 
cion somewhere;  and  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Blair] 
thinks  best  to  throw  itupon  aTreasury  agent  who 
was  not  appointed  until  weeks  had  elapsed  after 
the  liquors  were  shipped.  In  his  recklessness  he 
[Mr.  Blair]  again  suflfers  himself  to  be  guided  by 
his  natural  instincts,  and  attempts  to  place  a  dag- 
ger in  the  heart  of  an  old  friend,  Mr.  Bonner, 
whose  proverbial  kindness  of  heart  is  shown  in 
this  instance  by  a  disposition  to  conceal  the  faults 
of  one  he  had  loved,  [Mr.  Blair,]  but  who 'was  at- 
tempting to  tear  himself  [Mr.  Blair]  from  the 
embrace  of  those  who  reluctantly  gave  him  up. 

But  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Bonner  had 
another  result,  which  will  enable  others  to  see 
whether  or  no  they  can  discover  any  disagree- 
ment in  the  chirography  of  that  order  in  any  of 
its  parts.  It  imposes  upon  me  the  duty  devolv- 
ing on  the  executioner,  whose  trembling  hand 
severs  the  cord  that  binds  to  life.  That  corre- 
spondence has  brought  me  the  original  order,  the 
original  invoice,  and  the  application  and  affidavit 
for  the  shipment,  all  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
and  which  are  for  inspection.  My  colleague  can 
examine  them  if  he  desire,  and  I  would  like  to 
know,  when  1  shall  have  concluded,  if  he  deriy 
the  genuineness  of  the  signature,  "  Frank  P. 
Blair,  jr.,"  which  appears  to  that  order.  If  he 
do  not,  it  will  require  more  than  the  words  of 
all  the  generals  in  this  House  to  convince  one 
scribe  that  the  word  each  (as  Mr.  Howard  con- 
tended) was  not  written  when  that  order  was 
written.  It  was  by  the  same  hand,  with  the  same 
pen,  from  the  same  ink.  That  all  who  desire 
may  satisfy  themselves,  I  have  had  these  original 
papers  photographed,  and  will  have  photographs 
in  a  few  days,  and  others  can  be  had  at  a  trifling 
expense  from  the  same  negatives.  The  last  item, 
"25  box.  can  fruits,"  appears  to  have  been  writ- 
ten by  the  staff  officer  wnose  name  is  last  signed. 
And  It  was  perfectly  natural  for  the  appetites  of 
the  group  of  nine,  whetted  at  the  prospect  of  the 
excitement  to  be  produced  by  such  an  abundant 
supply  of  choice  liquors,  to  suggest  "  canned 
fruits;"  and  surely  twenty-five  cases  were  not 
a  large  addition  for  each  one,  who  had  already 
shown  to  each  of  his  comrades  that  his  mind  was 
capacious  enough  to  contain  twenty-five  gallons 
brandy,  twenty-five  gallons  whisky,  twenty- 
five  half  barrels  ale,  and  Catawba,  claret,  and 
cigars  in  proportion.  Michael  Powers  under- 
stood all  this,  and  purchased  nine  times  twenty- 
five  cases  "canned  goods,"  and  other  articles  in 
proportion. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  I  have  performed 
a  duty  to  myself  in  placing  this  question  of  for- 
gery in  its  true  light,  as  it  had  been  intimated  I 
must  have  seen  a  different  and  satisfactory  ex- 
planation; a  duty  1  owed  to  Mr.  Bonner,  who 
sustains  as  high  a  character  as  any  citizen  of  St. 
Louis;  a  duty  I  owed  the  country,  to  enable  pub- 
lic men  to  be  seen  in  their  true  colors.  Justice 
must  be  done,  though  tears  of  anguish  be  drawn 
from  the  past  and  present  friends  of  the  con- 
demned criminal. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  obtained  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri asks  leave  to  be  heard  in  reply  to  his  col- 
league.    Is  there  any  objection.'' 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  will  not  object  to  the  gen- 
tleman replying  to  his  colleague.  I  shall  hear 
him  with  pleasure;  but  I  give  notice  that  after  he 
has  concluded  I  shall  object  to  any  further  time 
of  the  House  being  taken  up  in  this  way. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hears  no  objec- 
tion; and  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  will  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  move— and  I  hope 
the  House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  vole  for  my 
motion — that  a  select  committee  of  three  mem- 
bers be  appointed  by  the  Speaker  of  this  House 
to  investigate  the  charges  made  against  me  by  my 
colleague. 

I  pronounce  his  allegation  from  beginning  to 
end  a  base  and  miserable  falsehood.  He  has 
taken  the  place  of  the  forger  and  falsifier,  and  I 
pronounce  him  an  infamous  liar  and  scoundrel. 
[Great  sensation.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  state  to  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  that  those  remarks  are 
ill  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  as  the  Chair 
stated  of  similar  remarks  which  his  colleague  had 
read.    The  Chair  intends  to  enforce  the  rule  for- 
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biddinf  personalities  against  botii  sides  of  the 
House,  if  the  House  will  sustain  him  in  so  doing. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  There  is  no  other 
fit  language  that  can  be  used  toward  him. 

The  SPEAKER.  Such  language  should  be 
used  elsewhere  than  in  this  Hall. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  There  can  be  no 
other  fit  language  to  apply  to  an  allegation  so  un- 
provok£d,  so  false,  and  so  utterly  contemptible. 
1  make  the  motion  thataselectcommittee  of  three 
be  appointed  by  the  Speaker  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  investigate  this 
matter.  If  I  have  been  guilty  of  the  crime  charged 
by  my  colleague,  I  am  not  a  fit  person  to  occupy 
a  seat  in  this  House.  I  desire  to  bring  this  mat- 
ter to  an  arbitrament  that  will -either  fix  this  guilt 
where  it  is  alleged  to  rest,  or  will  let  it  recoil 
on  those  who  have  assumed  to  make  the  charge 
here. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri will  please  reduce  his  resolution  to  writing. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.    Yes,  sir. 

The  SPEAKER.  And  the  Chair  will  feel 
obliged  if  the  gentleman  will  state  in  the  resolu- 
tion the  charge  he  refers  to. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  I  have  no  sort  of  objection 
to  any  investigation  being  made.  1  have  papers 
now  before  me  purporting  to  have  been  written  by 
some  officers  on  my  colleague's  staff,  which  1  will 
be  very  much  pleased  to  lay  before  the  public. 
It,  of  course,  will  be  noticed  here  that  I  produce 
the  original  order.  The  gentleman  does  not  pre- 
tend to  say  that  he  did  not  sign  it. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  M-issouri.  I  do  not  propose 
to  reply  to  any  inquiry  put  to  me  by  that  infa- 
mous scoundrel. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  again  call 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  to  order. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  desire  that  this 
matter  may  be  investigated  by  a  select  committee 
of  three  of  my  brother  members,  and  I  desire  him 
to  bring  that  paper  before  the  committee,  where 
it  will  be  found  whether  this  loose  talk  of  his  be 
true  or  false. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  I  ask  that  the  original  doc- 
ument be  examined  by  the  gentleman. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  debate  cannot  proceed 
until  after  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Blair]  shall  have 
submitted  his  resolution. 

PATENT  OFFICE  REPORT. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
transmitting  the  annual  report  of  that  officer  for 
the  year  1863;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  that 
one  hundred  thousand  extra  copies  be  printed. 

The  motion  was,  under  the  rules,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

KANSAS  SCHOOL  LANDS. 
Mr.  WILDER,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Kansas  lands 
for  school  purposes  in  lieu  of  school  lands  before 
taken  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands.  • 

DUTIES  ON  WOOL. 

Mr.  SPALDING,  by  unanimous  consent,  of- 
fered a  resolution,  which  was  read,  considered, 
and  agreed  to,  instructingthe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  im- 
posing adequate  duties  on  all  wool  imported  from 
foreign  countries  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1864, 
and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

.  ARMY  FENCING-MASTERS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported back  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs the  memorial  of  Edward  de  Reu  for  the 
employment  of  competent  fencing-masters  to  in- 
struct officers  and  men  of  the  Army,  and  asked 
that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration,  and  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY  OF  NEW  MEXICO. 
Mr.  MILLER,  of  New  York,  by  unanimous 
consent,  reported  back  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  adversely  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  102)  to 
provide  for  a  geological  survey  of  the  Territories 
of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  and  ask«d  that  the 


committee  be  discharged  from  its  further  consid- 
eration, and  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 
It  was  so  ordered. 

CHARGE  AGAINST  A  MEMBER. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.     I  now  offer  the 

following  resolution: 

Resolued,  That  a  select  committee  of  tluee  members  be 
appointed  by  the  Speaker,  with  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers  and  to  investigate  the  charge  made  by  Hon.  J. 
W.  SlcCujRG  of  Missouri  against  Francis  P.  Blair,  Jr., 
of  said  Slate,  of  violating  tlie  laws  in  the  matter  of  nn  alleged 
liquor  speculation. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
to  modify  his  resolution  by  referring  to  himself 
as  a  Representative  from  the  first  congressional 
district  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suggest  that  perhaps  this 
resolution  will  not  exactly  meet  the  question,  and 
that  it  should  instruct  the  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  genuineness  of  the  order  alleged  to  have 
been  given  by  the  gentleman  from  the  first  dis- 
trict.    That  seems  to  be  the  whole  question. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  think  the  resolu- 
tion that  I  have  offered  covers  the  whole  ground. 
It  authorizes  the  committee  to  investigate  and 
examine  into  the  whole  matter,  and  that  is  what 
I  want  done. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Will  the  gentleman  modify 
it  so  as  to  authorize  the  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  genuineness  of  the  order  referred  to  by  his 
colleague.' 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  that 
the  resolution  be  again  read. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  1  wish  the  truth  of 
the  charge  to  be  investigated. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  report  the 
resolution,  and  it  is  open  for  amendment  or  action. 

The  resolution  was  again  read. 
.    Mr.  STEVENS.     If  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri does  not  wish  the  floor  I  will  move  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  will  hear  the  gen- 
tleman's  amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last 
part  about  violation  of  law.     Read  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  words  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  are,  "violating  of  the  laws  in  the 
matter  of  an,  alleged  liquor  speculation." 

Mr.  STEVENS.  And  I  move  to  insert  in  lieu 
of  them  these  words,  "  and  inquire  into  the  gen- 
uineness or  falsity  of  the  document  which  the 
gentleman  produced  and  alleged  to  be  genuine." 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  That  is  an  ingen- 
ious attempt  to  narrow  the  case  down.  It  does 
not  cover  the  case.  The  allegation  was  against 
me,  that  I  had  violated  the  law  in  attempting  to 
make  a  speculation  in  liquor.  I  desire  the  whole 
matter  to  be  investigated. 

.Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  add  the  words 
which  the  Clerk  will  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows:  "  and  to  inquire  into 
the  genuineness  or  falsity  of  an  order  for  the  pur- 
chase of  liquor." 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Alleged  order.  I  do  not 
assume  it  to  be  genuine. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  It  is  impossible  to 
be  genuine,  for  it  is  a  forgery. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  want  to  say  "  alleged  order 
dated  Junes,  1863." 

The  amendment  as  modified  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  move,  after  the  name  "  F. 
P.  Blair,  jr.,"  to  insert,  "of  the  first  district  of 
Missouri,"  so  as  to  be  descriptive.  I  want  it  to 
appear  that  this  investigation  is  in  regard  to  a 
member  of  this  House,  and  not  in  regard  to  an 
outsider. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  announce  the 
committee  during  the  day.  Under  the  practice, 
unless  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Blair] 
declines,  the  Chair  will  ha\^  to  appoint  him  chair- 
man of  the  committee. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  hope  that  that 
formality  will  be  dispensed  with  in  this  instance. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  wish  to 
act  so  that  the  gentleman  can  complain  of  his 
course. 


Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  only  defended  the 
Speaker  the  other  day  against  the  allegations  of  his 
friends. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  merely  stated  the 
fact  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding. 

HON.  A.  G.  MILLER. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
memorials  for  the  impeachment  of  Hon.  A.  G. 
Miller,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  Wisconsin, 
and  that  they  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  say 
in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  that 
they  have  given  this  matter  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration. The  case  has  occupied  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  time  of  the  committee  since  its  refer- 
ence by  the  House.  Witnesses  have  been 
examined ,  records  have  been  inspected ,  and  every- 
thing done  necessary  to  arrive  at  a  just  result. 
The  interest  which  had  centered  in  this  case  in- 
duced the  committee  to  bestow  on  it  more  than 
usual  care  and  labor,  and  this  course  has  brought 
the  committee  to  the  conclusion  that  no  one  of  the 
charges  contained  in  the  memorials,  which,  if 
true,  would  successfully  sustain  an  effort  to  im- 
peach the  judge,  can  be  maintained  by  proof,  and 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  case  showing  that  the 
judge  acted  corruptly  in  regard  to  any  of  the  acta 
of  which  the  memorialists  complain.  I  move 
therefore  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
their  further  consideration,  and  that  they  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  AND  POST  ROADS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  regular  order  of 
business  to  be  House  bill  No.  307,  to  declare  cer- 
tain roads  military  and  post  roads  and  to  regulate 
commerce;  on  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Davis]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  addressed  the 
House.  [His  speech  will  be  published  in  the 
Appendix.] 

Mr.  PERRY.  Mr.  Speaker,  as  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  I  hope  that  the 
bill  now  under  consideration  will  not  become  a 
law;  and  without  needlessly  consuming  the  time 
of  the  House  1  shall  attempt  in  the  briefest  pos- 
sible compass  to  give  objections  which  I  trust 
may  serve  to  dissuade  this  body  from  an  ttct  of 
legislation  which  is  not  only  unwarranted  and 
uncalled  for,  but  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  a  loyal 
sovereign  State,  and  constituting  an  invidious  and 
unfriendly  enactmentwhichpresentsan  unworthy 
return  for  inestimable  services  promptly  and  cor- 
dially rendered  to  the  nation  in  its  hour  of  peril. 

[n  the  first  place,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  road  con- 
templated by  this  bill  is  superfluous.  Neither 
the  public  service,  nor  the  public  welfare,  nor 
the  public  necessity  requires  it.  The  bill  pro- 
poses to  authorize  whatalready  exists  and  which 
IS  ample  for  every  civil  or  military  emergency, 
namely,  "  acontinuous  line  between  Philadelphia 
and  New  York  for  postal  and  military  purposes." 
This,  I  repeat,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  already. 
A  continuous  line  of  the  character  described,  fully 
adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  traveling  and  com- 
mercial community,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the 
military  service,  already  exists;  and  it  has  faith- 
fully performed  its  full  duty  to  the  public  and 
to  the  nation  with  as  little  hinderance  as  could 
possibly  be  insured  by  any  other  route  or  mul- 
tiplication of  routes,  such  delays  as  have  occurred 
having  been  purely  exceptional  and  accidental, 
and  proceeding  from  circumstances  which  no  hu- 
man foresight  or  energy  could  anticipate  or  con- 
trol. 

For  the  past  three  years  the  exigencies  of  war 
have  required  hundreds  of  thousands  of  soldiers 
and  vast  amounts  of  munitions  of  war  to  be  car- 
ried to  and  fro  over  the  existing  lines,  and  oft- 
times  the  demands  for  transportation  have  been 
made  without  an  hour's  warning. 

But,  notwitiistanding  these  circumstances,  I 
challenge  the  most  earnest  advocate  of  the  new 
route  as  a  military  necessity,  to  show  that  in  a  sin- 
gle instance  any  serious  delay  has  occurred,  any 
inadequacy  of  means  of  transportation  been  ex- 
perienced, or  any  indisposition  or  inability  to  sup- 
ply promptly  the  requisite  means  of  transit  for 
this  sudden  and  unprecedented  demand  been  itiftn- 
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ifeated.  It  is  a  fact  llint  will  not  be  controverted 
that  there  has  been  no  dohiy,  no  lixek  of  facilities, 
no  sign  of  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  man- 
agers of  the  exiiHing  line  to  defer  all  other  busi- 
ness to  the  pressing  and  paramount  necessities 
resulting  from  the  war;  and  the  only  instance 
when  the  line  which  now  traverses  New  Jersey 
did  not  forward  all  that  was  required  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, was  when  the  roads  which  are  interested 
in  procuring  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before 
this  House  solicited  the  j)rivilcge  of  carrying  a 
number  of  men  and  a  quantity  of  freight,  which 
in  amount  were  not  much  greater  than  the  exist- 
ing roads  were  accustomed  to  carry  habitually 
everyday,  and  for  the  transportation  of  which  at 
that  very  time  they  had  cars  and  boats  in  wait- 
ing. This  diversion  of  business  from  the  regular 
and  direct  route  was  not  instigated  by  the  public 
necessity;  not  because  the  existing  lines  could 
not  or  would  not  transport  them  as  speedily  and 
as  promptly  as  the  rivnl  route,  but  it  was  to  es- 
tablish a  precedent  and  commit  the  Government 
unwillingly,  so  far  as  the  authorities  were  con- 
cerned, to  an  act  which,  at  some  future  time,  they 
might  cite  to  their  own  advantage,  as  they  now 
attempt  to  do.  I  repeat,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
for  any  military  purposes,  the  i)assage  of  this  is 
unnecessary.  It  has  not  been  called  for  by  the  Pres- 
ident, nor  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  nor  by  any  of 
their  mililary  subordinates;  neither  have  any  of 
these  officials  made  complaint  against  the  exist- 
ing lines,  and  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  have 
had  no  grounds  for  such  complaints;  their  wishes, 
80  far  as  these  lines  are  concerned,  liaving  been 
fully  and  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

Turning  from  the  military  to  the  civil  service, 
we  still  find  the  proposed  road  to  be  unnecessary. 
I  will  not  deny  nor  attempt  to  conceal  that  for  a 
certain  period  there  were  provoking  delays  in  the 
transmission  of  the  mails  and  of  passengers  by 
the  existing  lines  between  this  city  and  New 
York  ;  but  these  were  occasional  and  acciden- 
tal, arising  from  causes  which  were  beyond  hu- 
man control, and  operative  throughout  the  whole 
country.  They  were  not  chargeable  upon  these 
lines  exclusively ;  but  the  same  embarrassments 
which  they  suffered  were  experienced  by  almost 
every  road  in  the  northern  States,  and  in  a  ma- 
jority of  cases  to  a  much  greater  extent  and  for  a 
furmure  prolonged  period.  Butcven  thesedelays, 
though  presented  as  a  strong  argument  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  were  in  but  small  de- 
gree attributable  to  that  portion  of  the  route  which 
runs  through  New  Jersey,  for  we  have  virtually 
two  distinct  lines  of  communication  between  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  and  for  a  great  portion 
of  the  route  there  are  three  tracks  to  carry  freight 
and  passer)gers.  Of  the  two  traces  running  en- 
tirely through  our  State,  one  starts  from  Cam- 
den, opposite  Philadelphia,  and  runs  to  Amboy, 
thence  by  steamboat  to  New  York;  this  was  the 
original  Camden  and  Amboy  road.  The  other 
leaving  the  same  city  on  the  Pennsylvania  shore  oi 
the  Delaware  to  Trenton,  across  the  Siatc  to 
New  Brunswick,  and  thence  over  the  New  Jersey 
Railroad  and  Transportaiion  Company  to  Jersey 
City.  The  latter  route  has  a  double  Irack  now 
most  of  the  way,  only  waiting  for  rails  to  com- 
plete the  balance.  I  refer  to  these  facts  now  but 
to  refute  the  popular  error  that  the  New  Jersey 
roadb  are  largely  responsible  for  the  delays  re- 
ft-ned  to.  But  with  the  exceptions  named,  the 
;)Oj(ai  service  has  been  satisfactorily  performed; 
and  that  a  new  joad  for  postal  purposes  is  not  re- 
quired by  the  public  interests  we  have  the  full  and 
explicit  (issuranco  of  the  Po.stmaster  General,  in 
his  communication  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  a 
resolu  I  ion  of  that  body  as  king  in  formation  relative 
to  the  subject. 

Again,  the  proposed  road  is  unnecessary, if  we 
consider  the  wants  of  the  traveling  or  commercial 
community.  The  present  lin(;s  aie  not  only  ad- 
equate to  every  demand  of  necessity  or  conven- 
ience, but  they  are  infinitely  preferable  to  the  one 
proposed  by  the  bill,  on  the  score  of  convenience 
and  directness.  Theexisting  lines  are  direct,  and 
you  will  be  surprised  to  find,  iVIr.  Sjieaker,  if  you 
have  not  already  given  attention  to  the  subject, 
how  direct.  Test  them  by  the  rule  and  compass, 
and  you  will  perceive  that  they  form  almost  if  not 
Quite  that  much  talked  of  desideratum,  "airline." 
The  present  lines,  I  repeat,  are  direct,  the'  pro- 
posed line  is  circuitous,  and  1  venture  to  assert 
that  no  intelligent  buaineas  man,  unleos  lie  were 


an  utter  neophyte  in  railroad  traveling,  would 
ever  choose  to  travel  by  the  proposed  route  be- 
tween New  York  and  Philadelphia,  or  vice  versa. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  road  called  tor  by  the 
bill  under  consideration  is  unnecessary  when  the 
exi.sting  line  is  tried  by  the  past,  it  isstill  more  so 
if  we  have  regard  to  Ihefaiurc.  Although,  as  I 
have  shown,  the  present  lines  have  responded 
promptly  and  satisfactorily  to  all  the  drafts  that 
have  been  made  upon  them  for  the  military  and 
civil  service — with  such  race  and  providential  ex- 
ceptions as  I  have  noted — they  are  still  putting 
forth  the  most  extraordinary  exertions  to  iucrease 
their  facilities  proportionate  to  any  possible  con- 
tingencies. They  are  straightening  and  short- 
ening their  tracks  to  an  exact  air  line,  building 
bridges,  increasing  their  rolling  stock  as  fast  as 
Government  demands  upon  private  shops  will 
permit,  and  as  speedily  as  the  iron  can  be  pro- 
cured laying  a  double  track,  which  is  rapidly  ap- 
proaching completion.  When  these  improve- 
ments are  finished — and  they  will  be  completed 
long  before  the  new  route  proposed  by  the  bill  be- 
fore us  is  in  working  order — there  will  be  notonly 
a  superabundance  of  all  the  accommodations  that 
can  possibly  be  needed,  but  humanly  speaking, 
the  accidents  wliich  have  caused  delays,  disap- 
pointments, and  vexations  in  the  past  will  be 
amply  provided  against. 

1  liave  thus  far  confined  my  remarks  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  proposition  that  the  road  pro- 
posed by  the  pending  bill  is  unnecessary,  neither 
suggested,  asked  for,  nor  needed  by  the  heads  of 
the  military  or  postal  service,  for  the  especial  ben- 
efit of  which  it  purports  to  be  intended.  I  now 
propose  to  examine  it  from  a  higher  stand-point. 

Mr.  Speaker,  New  Jersey  will  deny  nothing  to 
the  Government  which  maybe  demanded  by  the 
general  welfare;  she  will  make  any  sacrifice  that 
a  free  people  ought  to  make  for  the  general  good; 
she  will  not  meanly  or  grudgingly  count  the  cost 
when  she  is  called  upon  to  serve  the  Republic; 
she  will  give  freely  of  whatever  she  has  to  give 
that  may  be  necessary  to  the  public  safety.  This 
road  is  not  necessary,  and  New  Jersey  asks  you 
to  pause  before  passing  a  measure  that  has  but  a 
fancied  necessity,  and  which  will  be  insulting  to 
her  Legislature,  insulting  to  her  judiciary,  and 
violative  of  her  pledged  public  faith.  The  ques- 
tion that  is  now  before  this  House  lias  already 
been  before  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  and 
both  the  parties  that  are  now  here  have  been  suit- 
ors there.  The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  made 
its  decision  in  accordance  with  its  convictions  of 
duty ,  and  in  conformity  with  its  honor  and  plighted 
faitli.  That  decision  was  adverse  to  the  parties 
interested  in  the  road  proposed  by  this  bill;  an  ap- 
peal was  then  made  by  them  to  the  courts,  and  so 
far  as  they  have  gone  in  this  direction  the  decision 
has  still  been  against  them.  But  the  law  has  not 
yet  been  exhausted;  there  are  other  courts  whose 
duty  and  province  it  is  to  review  and  reverse  erro- 
neous decisions,  and  to  set  aside  unlawful  enact- 
ments. Why,  then,  do  the  parlies  to  this  bill 
stop  short.'  Why  do  they  hesitate  to  make  their 
ap|ieal  to  a  higher  tribunal.'  Is  it  because  they 
doubt  the  justice  of  their  cause?  And  if  they  de- 
cline or  fear  to  appeal  to  the  courts,  have  they  any 
claim  upon  the  consideration  of  this  House,  or 
ought  this  House  to  disregard  and  override  the 
acts  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  sustained 
as  they  have  been  by  the  courts.'  I  appeal  to  the 
magnanimity  of  this  Plouse  not  thus  to  override 
the  unimpeachcd  judiciary  and  Legislature  of  my 
Stale,  or  to  forestall  judicial  examination  or  de- 
cision. 1  appeal  to  its  sense  of  justice,  to  its  sense 
of  honor,  to  its  rever(mce  for  pledges  of  public 
faith,  nay,  I  appeal  to  its  sense  of  right  and  duty, 
not  to  pass  this  bill,  which  will  be  an  insult  to 
the  dignity  and  an  infringement  upon  the  rights 
and  powers  of  New  Jersey. 

The  source  from  which  this  bill  proceeds  should 
also  admonish  gentlemen  to  hesitate  before  voting 
for  it.  Its  source,  as  I  have  already  shown,  is 
not  the  public  necessity  or  welfare;  it  is  not  asked 
for  by  the  officers  of  Ihc  Government  who  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  conduct  of  the  civil  or  mililary 
service;  ihey  never  suggeBted  it,  nor  do  tlu^y  de- 
sire it.  Where,  then, Uoes  it  originate.'  I  reply 
that  it  emanates  frem  that  fruitful  source  of  ques- 
tionable jobs,  ihal  elysium  of  stock  operators, 
that  organ  whose  keys  are  the  financial  interests 
of  the  country.  Wall  street.  It  originates  in  no 
SCII6C  of  patriotism,  from  no  absolute  •onviction 


of  right  or  duty;  but  simply  from  the  t^bilion 
of  "  money  making."  It  is  a  Wall  streel  spec- 
ulation, a  stock-jobbing  venture,  this  and  nothing 
more.  Is  it  for  such  a  purpose,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  we  are  caHed  upon  to  punish,  to  insult,  and 
to  humiliate  the  State  of  New  Jersey .'  What  has 
New  Jersey  done  to  merit  such  treatment  from 
the  Federal  Congress.'  Have  you  forgotten  that 
when  Sumter  was  fired  upon,  and  the  first  call 
for  troops  was  made  by  the  President,  that  New 
Jersey  sent  a  full  brigade  of  volunteers  to  pro- 
tect the  national  capital,  and  that  in  doing  bo  she 
not  only  exceeded  her  proportion  by  a  regiment, 
but  was  the  first  of  all  the  Slates  to  forward  her 
full  complement  to  the  field.'  And  have  you  for- 
gotten that  the  "Jersey  Blues"  have  fought  at 
almost  every  place  where  fighting  was  to  be  done, 
from  Bull  Run  down  to  Chattanooga.'  Have  you 
forgotten  the  New  Jersey  dead.'  Do  you  bear  in 
remembrance  the  gallant  Ewing  who  on  land  and 
sea  upbore  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  defended 
the  nation's  flag.'  Have  you  heard  of  theglorious 
Phil.  Kearney,  or  of  "Varuna  Boggs.'"  If  New 
Jersey  has  done  her  part  faithfully  and  well,  if 
her  sons  have  responded  quickly  and  battled  no- 
bly, if  her  authorities  have  strained  every  nerve 
to  meet  every  requirement,  if  her  soldiers  and 
sailors  have  been  steadfast, enduring,  and  valiant, 
if  she  has  contributed  her  proportion  to  the  na- 
tional safety,  or  has  reflected  any  glory  upon  the 
national  name,  then  I  appeal  to  you  to  deal  justly 
with  NewJersey,  and  pause,  I  entreat  you,  ere  you 
inaugurate  this  needless  and  unjust  crusade  upon 
her  sovereignty,  ere  you  press  upon  her  an  issue 
which  she  can  yield  but  with  her  honor.  I  appeal 
to  you  as  Representatives,  jealous  of  your  own 
honor  and  the  reserved  rights  of  your  respective 
Slates,  not  to  perpetrate  this  gross  indignity,  not 
to  cast  this  unmerited  insult  upon  her.  With- 
hold, I  beseech  you,  the  step  that  would  unwit- 
tingly trample  upon  her  rights  at  the  instigation 
of  envious  and  unscrupulous  defamers  and  ad- 
venturers. 

I  again  entreat  you  to  pause. 

MESSAGE  FKOM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney, 
their  Secretary,  informed  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  passed  a  joint  resolution  for  the  payment 
of  expenses  incurred  by  the  joint  committee  on 
the  conduct  of  the  war;  in  which  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  was  requested. 

ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
truly  enrolled  bills  of  the  following  titles: 

An  act  (S.  No.  25)  to  authorize  the  President 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Klamath,  Modoc, 
and  other  Indian  tribes  in  southern  Oregon;  and 
an  act  (H.  R.  No.  299)  to  provide  for  carrying  the 
mails  from  the  United  States  to  foreign  ports,  and 
for  other  purposes;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the 
same. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE. 

The  SPEAKER  appointed,  as  the  special  com- 
mittee ordered  by  the  House  this  morning,  Mr. 
HiGBT,  Mr.  Clay,  and  Mr.  Puuyn. 

NATIONAL  CDRRENCY. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Has  the  morning  hour 
expired.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  has;  and  the  regular  order 
of  business  is  the  bank  bill,  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  was  made 
the  special  order  for  this  day  and  every  day  after 
the  morning  hour  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  who  has  charge  of  the  bill  [Mr.  Hoop- 
er] that  he  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  consideration  of  it  be  continued 
from  day  to  day  in  the  committee  until  disposed 
of,  and  that  it  take  precedence  over  all  other  busi- 
ness in  the  commiltcc. 

I  desire  further  to  say  that  there  are  amend- 
ments which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  I  suggest  tliat  on 
the  first  reading  of  the  bill,  for  information, 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  indicate  those 
amendments,  and  ihey  can  be  incorporated  in  the 
text  of  the  bill.  It  seems  to  me  that  will  facili- 
tate the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  not  delay  it. 

Mr.  HOOPER.     I  have  no  objection  to  that 
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cburse  being  pursued,  if  the  House  considei-s  it 
preferable. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  is  now  a  special 
order  in  the  House  after  the  morning  hour  from 
day  to  d;iy  until  disposed  of.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  adopting  the  suggestion  of 
Jiis  colleague  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  [Mr.  Pendleton,]  now  asks  unanimous 
consent  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  as  a  special 
order,  to  be  considered  in  priority  to  all  other  spe- 
cial orders,  the  House  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stateoft lie  Union  immediately  upon 
it,  and  when  the  bill  is  read  the  first  time  for -in- 
formation, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  offering  their  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  must  object  to  its  taking 
precedence  of  other  special  orders  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  We  can 
go  on  and  consider  and  amend  it  in  the  House 
where  it  now  is  just  as  well. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  beingmade,  if  the 
bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  the  only  way  in  which  it 
can  be  reached  will'  be  by  a  vote  of  the  House 
postponing  the  ."Special  orders  which  antedate  it. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
take  that  course,  but  I  do  not  desire  to  embarrass 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  at  all. 

If  that  course  meets  the  approbation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  1  will  move  to  post- 
pone the  prior  special  orders  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  1  hope  the  gentleman  will 
make  no  motion  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  put 
this  bill  behind  otjier  bills. 

Th<;  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
can  test  the  question  by  first  moving  to  postpone 
all  the  special  orders  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  if  that  motion  pre- 
vails lie  can  then  move  to  refer  this  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  it  will  have  pre- 
cedence of  the  special  orders. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  that  will  not  be  done. 
I  can  see  no  reason  why  we  cannot  consider  the 
bill  now  in  the  Flouse. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  was  only  sug- 
gesting the  manner  in  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  can  accomplish  iiis  purpose. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move,  then,  to  post- 
pone all  the  special  orders  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WASHP.URNE,  of  Illinois.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  That  cannot  be  done  except 
by  unanimous  consent. 

"The  SPEAKER.  A  majority  of  the  House 
can  postpone  special  orders. 

Mr.  WASPIBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Notspecial 
orders  that  are  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  I  believe. 

The  SPEAKER.  Certainly;-,  the  House  is  the 
only  body  that  can  postpone  special  orders.  The 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
cannot  do  it.  A  majority  of  the  House  can  do  it, 
and  they  do  it  almost  every  day  on  the  motion 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  Chair  would  state,  however,  that 
there  is  another  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union:  unless  it  be  made  a 
special  order  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
President's  message  and  a  variety  of  other  mat- 
lerE!  will  be  in  advance  of  it. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  have  no  disposition  to 
embarrass  thegentleman  from  Massachusetts, and 
therefore  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  repeats  that  spe- 
cial orders  can  be  postponed  by  a  majority  of  the 
House,  and  that  is  the  only  way  in  which  they 
can  be  postponed. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  There  seems  to  be  a  desire 
that  the  bill  shall  be  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  and 
I  ask  thatiis  it  is  read  I  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  presenting  the  amendments  which  are  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  which  reported  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  must  be  read  to  the 
House,  at  any  sta^e,  once  on  the  demand  of  any 
member.  That  dillers  from  the  rule  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  where  the  bill  is  fust  read  for  in- 
formation, and  then  for  amendments.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusettfi  demands  the  readino- 
oflhcl)ill.  ^ 

Mr.  FENTON.     1   presume  my  collengue  on 


I  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  does  not  care 
!  about  its  being  read,  unless  other  members  d»sire 
I  it,  if  the  House  will  consent  that  he  shall  offer 
'  the  amendments  of  the  committee  v/ithout  having 
'  the  whole  bill  read. 

The  SPEAKER.     He  can  do  that  by  indicating 
where  the  amendments  are  to  come  in. 
j      Mr.  HOLMAN.     It  seems  to  me  that  the  bill 
I  ought  to  be  read  through. 

j  The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  demands 
I  its  reading  now  he  cannot  demand  it  again  at  any 
other  stage.  The  question  before  the  House  is, 
I  "  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
I  time.'" 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana will  consent  to  the  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  tluit  as  the  bill  is 
read  the  gentleman  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
offering  any  amendments  he  thinks  proper. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  usual  practice  is  to  have 
a  reading  of  the  bill  in  full  before  it  is  read  for 
amendments. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  but  we  are  now 
acting  in  the  House,  where  only  one  reading  in 
full  is  allowed  as  a  matter  of  right. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  desire  the  bill  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  bill  in  full. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  now  ask  leave  of  the  House 
to  propose  the  amendments  which  have  been 
recommended  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting  the  bill  and 
to  dispose  of  those  amendments  at  this  time. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore,  (Mr.  Brandegee 
in  the  chair.)  Is  there  any  objection  to  that  prop- 
osition ? 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  certainly  have  no  objection 
to  the  course  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts;  but  before  any  action  is  taken  on 
those  amendments,  I  desire  to  see  them  in  print. 
The  bill  itself  was  carefully  reported.  It  proposes 
an  entire  change  in  the  banking  system  of  the 
States.  What  changes  in  the  bill  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  now  proposes  I  wish  to  have 
time  to  read  in  print  and  thoroughly  to  consider; 
and,  indeed,  I  want  time  to  consult  parties  on  the 
subject.  I  ask  thegentleman  from  Massachusetts 
to  give  us  that  time;  and  if  so,  I  shall  have  no 
objection  to  his  offering  the  amendments  now. 

Mr.  PIOOPER.  The  greater  part  of  the  amend- 
ments which  I  have  to  propose  are  verbal,  some 
of  them  to  correct  errors  in  printing  and  some  to 
correct  errors  in  transcribing. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  In  a  matter  so  important,  so 
interesting  to  the  currency  and  property  of  the 
country,  we  must  proceed  with  deliberation,  even 
in  verbal  matters,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  com- 
prehend the  bill  thoroughly. 

Mr.tlOOPER.  Ifitbethought,afterlheamend- 
ments  are  offered ,  that  it  is  expedient  to  have  the 
bill  reprinted  I  will  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  All  that  I  want  is  to  reserve 
my  right  to  object  to  the  introduction  of  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  SPEAKER, pro  iejtipore.  Is  there  objection.' 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  object  except  with  that  un- 
derstanding. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  'The  Chair  ean- 
not  recognize  such  an  understanding. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  If  the  House  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  have  the  bill  reprinted  after  I  shall  have 
offered  and  explained  the  amendments  I  will  have 
no  objection. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  But  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts will  bear  in  mind  that  he  cannot  intro- 
duce his  amendments  now,  except  by  general 
consent.  That  general  consent  I  desire  to  give  if 
the  bill  lies  over  till  to-morrow,  and  if  the  amend- 
ments are  printed.  The  changes  can  be  made 
without  change  of  form  and  with  but  slight  ex- 
pense. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  that  he  go  on  in  the  regular 
way,  offer  his  amendments,  and  let  the  votes  be 
taken  on  them  as  we  go  along. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  olfer- 
ing  his  amend nfcnts.' 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  object,  unless  I  can  see  those 
amendments  in  print. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  hope  that  the  com- 
mittee having  the  matter  in  charge,  and  particu- 
larly the  gcnileman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
HoofLKif  will    consent    timt   the    amcndmcnl^i 


which  he  proposes  may  be  printed, so  thatwecan 
examine  them . 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  suggest 
that  the  gentleman  will  first  be  allowed  to  ex- 
plain hie  amendments.  They  may  not  be  mate- 
rial. 

Mr.   HOOPER.     I  have   stated  already  that 
most  of  these  amendments  are  verbal.     They  arc 
to  correct  errors  in  printing  or  in  transcribing  the 
bill.     Some  few  of  them,  but  very  few,  are  of  a    '\ 
more  substantial  character. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  we  had  -better  go  on 
and  act  in  the  regular  way. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  The  first  amendment  which 
I  desire  to  offer  is  to  the  sixth  section.  It  is  to 
add  after  the  word  "specify"  the  word  "sub- 
stantially," so  as  to  make  it  read: 

Tliat  persons  uniting  to  form  such  an  association  shall, 
under  tlieir  hands,  malto  an  organization  certificate,  which 
shall  specify  substantially ;  &c. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  reason 
for  this  amendment. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  think  the  reason  is  so  ob- 
vious that  any  person  can  understand  it. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  It  strikes  me  that  it  is  making 
the  whole  thing  too  loose.  This  requirement  can 
certainly  be  complied  with  without  any  difficulty. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  withdraw  the  amendment, 
as  there  is  an  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  should  like  to 
offer  one  or  two  amendments  which  thegentle- 
man has  apparently  passed  over.  I  propose  to 
strike  out  of  the  first  section,  providing  for  the 
appointment  by  the  President  of  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Currency,  the  words  "  on  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury."  The 
Constitution  provides  for  the  mode  in  which  ap- 
pointments shall  be  made.  I  hold  that  we  have 
no  right  to  select  other  parties  on  whose  recom- 
mendation appointments  are  to  be  made.  There- 
fore this  line  which  I  move  to  strike  out  is  in  vi- 
olation of  the  Constitution.  It  must  absolutely 
be  made  either  by  the  Secretaty  of  the  Treasury 
or  by  the  President. 

There  are  one  oi:  two  other  amendments  to 
which  I  shall  call  the  honorable  gentleman's 
attention. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  have  a 
proposition  to  make  which  I  hope  will  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  thegentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts and  of  the  House,  and  that  is  that  this  bill 
shall  be  considered  in  the  House  as  if  it  were  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  to  be  read  section  by  section  for  amend- 
ment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hooper] 
proposes  to  submit  certain  amendments  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  After  those 
have  been  submitted  and  considered  the  bill  will 
be  open  for  further  amendment. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  understand 
that;  but  we  can  get  along  with  the  bill  much 
better  if  we  consider  it  in  the  House  as  if  it  were 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  Let  the  bill  be  read  section  by  section  by 
the  Clerk,  then  all  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
move  itmendments  without  confusion.  It  is  the 
best  course  for  us  to  pursue  to  act  upon  the 
measure  understandingly. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  do  not  object  to  thatcourse 
being  pursued. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  made  a  proposition  to 
accomplish  that  purpose  this  morning,  and  it  was 
objected  to.     1  believe  I  must  object  now. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  will  not  object  on  that 
ground. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens]  objected  to  my  mo- 
tion that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  tlic  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to 
consider  this  bill  there  as  a  special  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  gen- 
tlemaH  from  Pennsylvania  withdraws  his  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.    Then  I  do  not  object. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  understand  the  bill  is  to  be 
read  by  sections  for  amendment. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  I  appeal  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
[Mr.  Stevents,]  and  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Hooi'ek,]  to  let  this  bill  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  elate 
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of  the  Union,  as  was  proposed  this  morn  in  »  by  the 
gentleman  iVoni  Ohio,  [Mr.  Pendleton.]  That 
would  obviate,  1  think,  all  the  confusion  of  our 
present  jiroceeding. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  object  to  that.  I 
move  tiiat  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  the  understanding  proposed  this  morning 
that  the  bill  be  considexed  a  special  order,  to  take 
precedence  of  all  others,  and  to  be  considered 
until  disposed  of. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Brandegee  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  House  is  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  tlie  state  of  the  Union  on 
House  bill  No.  333,  to  provide  a  national  cur- 
rency, secure^l  by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks, 
and  10  provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption 
thereof,  which  is  a  special  order,  taking  prece- 
dence of  all  others. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

That  there  shall  bo  estahlislied  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment n  separate  bureau,  which  shall  be  charged  with  the 
execution  ol"  tills  and  all  other  laws  that  may  be  passed  by 
Congress  respecting  tlie  issue  and  regulation  of  a  national 
currency  secured  by  United  States  bonds.  The  chief  offi- 
cer ol'thesaid  bureau  shallbe  denominated  the Uomptroller 
of  the  Currency,  and  shall  be  under  the  general  dirpction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  on  the  recommendation  of  llie  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  by  and  with  tlie  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate;  &c. 

Mr.  BROWN, of  Wisconsin.  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  words  "on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  base  that  amendment  upon 
article  two,  section  two,  of  the  Constitution,  which 
provides  that  the  President  shall  have  power  to 
"nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  embassadors, 
other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whose  appointrnents  are  not  herein 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  estab- 
lished by  law:  but  the  Congress  may  by  law  vest 
the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers,  as  they 
think  proper,  in  the  Presidentalone,  in  the  courts 
of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  Departments."  The 
power  here  is  to  belong  absolutely  to  the  Presi- 
dent or  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  There 
is  no  right  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  alter  the 
jurisdiction  which  the  President  may  have  to 
make  appointments. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  hope  that  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
"shall,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  of  it  the  word 
"may,"  so  that  it  will  read,  "he  may  be, ap- 
pointed by  the  President,"  &c.  That  will  not 
make  the  law  imperative. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Is  it  intended,  by  using  the 
word  "  may  "  instead  of  "  shall,"  that  the  ]?res- 
ident  may  carry  out  this  act  or  suspend  its  oper- 
ations at  his  pleasure?  I  think  that  the  word 
"  sliall"  is  right. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  there  is  any  difficulty 
about  my  amendment  I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  As  I  undiustand  the  pVoposi- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin,  I  hope  it 
will  b(;  adopted.  It  is  only  within  a  year  or  two, 
or  .since  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  of 
Congro.ss,  that  we  began  to  reverse  the  whole 
financial  policy  of  the  Government  from  1787,  by 
taking  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  the 
control  of  the  publicTreasury  and  giving  it  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin  proposes  that  we  Shall  return  to  the 
old  policy  and  the  policy  of  the  Constitution,  and 
let  the  President  and  not  the  Secretary  have  the 
control  of  the  Trea.sury. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  comprehend,  either 
in  this  or  .some  other  bill  which  has  been  acted 
upon  by  this  House,  why  that  wise  policy  pur- 
sued by  Giorge  Washington  and  his  Sf'creiary, 
Alexander  Hamilton,  through  the  whole  history 
of  the  Unitoii  States,  should  be  changed  now,  and 
tlic  President  be  deprived  of  his  constitutional 
power  mihI  of  the  power  given  him  by  |)recedent, 
and  the  whole  power  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Tlie  President  alone  is  the  respon.s- 
jblc  officer;  we  have  no  control  over  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  Mr)r  have  the  people  any  such 
control.     It  is  the  President  of  tho  United  Slates 


who  is,  has  been  through  our  whole  history,  and 
who  should  be,  responsible. 

A^id  permit  me  here  to  say,  not  unkindly,  I 
am  utterly  unable  to  com]irehend  why  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  distrusted,  and  there 
is  taken  from  him  his  legitimate  control  over  the 
public  money;  and  why  in  this  and  in  other  bills 
there  is  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
that  control  which  ought  alone  to  be  in  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  I  am  unable  to  com- 
prehend. I  have  never  heard  any  satisfactory  rea- 
son given  here  or  elsewhere  for  that  change  of  our 
public  policy.  If  there  be  any  leason  for  the 
cliange  I  should  be  happy  to  hear  it.  But  as  the 
bill  now  stands  it  is  an  expression  of  distrust  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  and  upon  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, if  the  bill  passes  through  Congress,  either 
of  the  capacity  or  integrity  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  exercise  his  legitimate  and  con- 
stitutional control  over  the  public  money.  I  say  it 
is  an  expression  of  distrust,  and  therefore  I  hope 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin 
will  prevail. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  Before  the  ques- 
tion is  taken,  I  desire  the  Clerk  to  read  the  latter 
part  of  article  two  of  the  Constitution,  in  which 
is  contained  the  provision  in  reference  to  making 
appointments. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"  He  [the  President]  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  pro- 
vided two  thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur;  and  lie 
shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  shall  appoint,  embassadors,  other  public  minis- 
ters and  consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States  whose  appointments  are 
not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  es- 
tablished by  law;  but  the  Congress  may  by  law  vest  the 
^ippoiiUmcnt  of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  think  proper 
ill  the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads 
of  Uepartments." 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  Now  the  point 
is  this:  that  by  that  provision  the  President  has 
the  unlimited  power  of  making  the  selection,  and 
is  not  to  be  trammeled  by  the  idea  of  either  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  of  any  other  public 
functionary,  unless  we  vest  that  power  directly 
either  in  the  head  of  a  Department  or  in  the  judge 
of  a  court.  In  this  instance  the  power  is  vested 
in  the  President,  and  for  that  reason,  under  the 
Constitution,  we  cannot  trammel  or  limit  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  discretion. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  no  doubt  of  our 
power  upon  this  subject.  We  could  vest  the  ap- 
pointment entirely  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury if  we  chose.  The  Constitution  is  very  express 
upon  that  point.  But  I  do  not  think  it  is  worth 
quarreling  about;  and  since  there  is  now  such 
a  unanimous  confidence  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States  I  propose  that  the  words  be  stricken 
out.  They  were  put  in  merely  to  guard  against 
the  danger  that  some  gentlemen  might  not  have 
the  same  unqualified  confidence  in  the  President 
that  we  have.  I  find  we  were  mistaken,  and  that 
everybody  in  the  House  has  the  most  perfect  con- 
fidence in  him.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  amendment 
will  prevail. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  propose  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  make  some  remarks  upon  the  general 
character  of  the  bill  before  we  proceed  further 
with  the  reading  of  it. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  detain  the  House  with 
any  long  examination  of  this  bill,  but  only  to  call 
attention  to  the  principal  changes  which  are  pro- 
posed by  it  from  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  to  establish  the  national  banking  sys- 
tem. It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  not 
a  bill  to  establish  the  system  of  national  banks; 
its  only  purpose  is  to  amend  the  act  which  es- 
talilished  that  system,  to  correct  what  the  expe- 
rience and  observation  of  the  past  year  have  shown 
to  be  imperfect,  and  to  render  the  law  so  perfect 
that  the  State  banks  may  be  induced  to  organize 
under  it,  in  preference  to  continuing  under  their. 
Slate  charters. 

It  is  unjust  to  consider  the  national  banking 
law  as  inimical  to  the  State  banks;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  object  has  been  to  oflfer  every  facility 
to  the  State  banks  to  organize  under  it,  while  iten- 
coiuuges  banking  upon  sounder  principles,  which 
will  render  it  more  secure  for  the  stockholders, 
more  profitable  to  ihem  in  the  long  run,  and  more 
beneficial  to  the  jicople  throughout  the  country. 

I  frankly  confess  tliat  1  look  upon  the  system  of 
State  banks  as  having  outlived  its  usefulness,  as 


being  unequal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  present 
time,  with  the  demands  which  this  war  is  making 
on  the  resources  of  the  country  and  on  its  finan- 
cial and  monetary  systems.  I  refer  to  them  as 
institutions  connected  with  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country.  Let  us  consider  for  a  mo- 
ment what  would  have  been  our  condition  now  if 
we  had  attempted  to  carry  on  this  war  without 
the  changes  that  have  been  made,  and  had  relied 
on  the  Slate  banks  to  furnish  all  the  currency  that 
was  needed. 

Within  the  very  first  year  of  the  war  their  in- 
adequacy for  this  purpose  was  shown.  The  Gov- 
ernment was  of  course  obliged  to  call  on  the  mon- 
etary interest  of  the  country  represented  by  the 
banks  for  means  to  carry  on  the  war;  the  prop- 
erty and  the  money  interest  of  the  country  was 
bound  to  furnish  the  means,  because  the  security 
of  all  property  depends  upon  the  protection  of 
Government,  and  its  value  upon  the  ability  of  the 
Government  to  protect  it. 

The  first  important  application  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  banks  to  furnish  money  was  made  in 
the  summer  of  1861,  for  $150,000,000,  which  the 
banks  of  the  principal  cities  agreed  to  furnish, 
from  time  to  time,  by  installriients  extending  from 
the  middle  of  August  to  tfe  end  of  that  year. 
But  this  created  so  great  a  strain  upon  them  that 
before  the  end  of  the  year  they  deemed  it  neces- 
sary to  suspend  specie  payments.  It  then  became 
necessary  for  the  Government  to  rely  upon  its 
own  powers  and  its  own  resources,  the  result  of 
which  was  the  introduction  of  the  legal-tender 
currency  of  Government  notes.  Many  who  op- 
posed this  measure  at  the  time  it  was  adopted, 
and  the  few  who  oppose  it  now,  object  that  it  cre- 
ates an  irredeemable  paper  currency  in  place^of 
coin;  and,  in  opposing  it,  all  the  arguments  that 
have  been  used  from  the  time  of  Adam  Smith 
down  to  the  latest  writers  on  finance  have  been 
arrayed  to  prove  the  advantages  of  a  currency  of 
coin  over  one  of  paper  money,  as  if  it  were  a  ques- 
tion which  of  those  two,  paper  money  or  coin, 
the  Government  should  have  availed  itself  of  in 
that  darkest  period  of  trial.  A  currency  of  coin 
was  an  absurdity  at  that  time,  as  it  has  been  ever 
since,  and  those  who  talked  about  it  knew  it  to  be 
so.  The  only  question  at  that  time  was  which  of 
two  paper  currencies  should  be  selected;  whether 
it  should  be  a  paper  currency  furnished  by  the 
banks,  which  would  be  extended  almost  indefi- 
nitely by  the  Government  use  of  it,  and  would  be 
controlled  entirely  by  the  banks  for  their  own 
profit,  or  whether  the  Government  should  furnish 
a  currency  of  its  own,  to  be  under  its  own  direc- 
tion and  control,  made  secure  to  the  holders  of  it 
by  the  pledged  faith  of  the  Government,  all  the 
profits  of  which  should  accrue  to  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  the  country,  and  which  at  this  moment  is 
contributing  directly  more  than  four  hundred  mil- 
lion dollars,  without  any  cost  for  interest,  to  the 
pecuniary  means  of  the  Government  to  carry  on 
this  war,  besides  the  means  which  it  indirectly 
furnishes,  at  a  moderate  rate  of  interest,  and  the 
facilities  it  affords  in  the  negotiation  of  loans.  I 
confidently  believe  that  if  the  bill  authorizing  the 
issue  of  the  legal-tender  notes  had  failed  to  become 
a  taw,  and  the  Government  had  been  obliged  to 
depend  on  the  State  banks,  and  to  use  their  notes 
for  currency  to  carry  on  the  war,  we  should  have 
had  an  inflation  before  this  time  beyond  anything 
that  has  occurred  since  the  days  of  the  French 
assignats,  and  the  Government  and  the  country 
would  have  been  entirely  prostrated  in  its  finances 
and  in  its  currency.  . 

We  are  told  from  the  other  side  of  this  House 
that  there  can  be  but  one  end  to  a  currency  of  pa- 
per money,  based  on  the  faith  of  the  Government. 
All  the  old  speeches  of  the  Opposition  in  Parlia- 
ment, during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
in  Great  Britain,  from  1797  to  1820,  are  hunted 
up  to  be  ventilated  afresh  here  as  original  views 
and  opinions,  to  light  us  in  our  dismal  path  to 
financial  destruction ;  as  if  every  one  did  not  know 
that  the  history  of  the  "  assignats"  in  France, 
and'Of  the  Continental  money  in  this  country, 
were  rather  the  exceptions  than  the  rule  in  regard 
to  nations  tliat  have  made  use  of  paper  money  to 
carry  them  through  the  temporary  exigencies  of 
great  wars.  How  many  are  there  of  the  nations 
of  Europe  that  have  not  in  times  of  war  resorted 
to  the  use  of  paper  money,  and  when  peace  was 
restored  returned  to  the  sounder  basis  of  coin  ? 
The  distinguished  gentleman  from  New  York 
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[Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  enlightened  us  with  the 
facts  that  Great  Britain,  under  a  system  of  paper 
money,  accumulated  a  debt  of  $4,000,000,000;  that 
in  the  three  or  four  last  years  of  a  war  extending 
over  a  period  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  her  sys- 
tem of  taxation  was  so  far  improved  as  to  yield, 
I  think,  from  half  to  two  thirds  annually  of  the 
means  to  carry  on  th&  war,  while  only  one  third 
to  a  half  was  derived  from  loans;  and  he  also  in- 
formed us  that  Great  Britain,  after  all  this  long 
period  of  paper  money  and  enormous  accumula- 
tion of  debt,  has  now  the  most  perfect  financial 
system  in  the  world.  1  certainly  will  not  deny 
the  truth  of  his  statements;  and  I  thank  the  gen- 
tleman for  presenting  them  to  the  Hotjse.  I  hope 
we  shall  learn  wisdom  from  the  study  of  this  ex- 
perience of  Great  Britain,  and  improve  upon  it, 
and  when  peace  is  established  that  we  shall  be 
equally  ready  to  make  any  sacrifices  that  may  be 
necessary  to  put  our  finances  and  currency  upon 
the  soundest  basis.  But  until  jieace  comes,  with 
its  attendant  blessings,  I  trust'that  no  exertion 
will  be  spared,  no  sacrifice  be  withheld,  and  none 
of  the  energies  of  the  nation  be  relaxed  to  con- 
quer and  overcome  this  rebellion,  whatever  it  may 
cost. 

I  believe  it  was  not  only  a  wise  measure  to  au- 
thorize the  issue  of  the  legal-tender  notes,  but  that 
it  was  the  only  measure  that  could  have  been 
adopted  with  safety.  The  loan  bill,  including 
the  issue  of  legal-tender  notes,  the  national  bank 
act,  and  the  tax  law  were  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  the  three  measures 
to  be  relied  upon  to  carry  the  nation  through  the 
financial  difficulties  of  this  war.  The  last  Con- 
gress enacted  them,andit  is  the  duty  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  perfect  them. 
They  certainly  have  worked  successfully  thus  far, 
and  I  trust  all  attempts  to  perfect  them  will  meet 
with  a  generous  support  from  the  House. 

This  bill  presents  many  amendments  of  the  bill 
of  the  last  Congress,  but  most  of  them  are  of  a 
verbal  character,  with  the  view  of  making  the 
meaning  of  the  law  more  clear  and  distinct,  to 
avoid  misunderstanding  and  different  construc- 
tions. It  contains  also  some  amendments  of  a 
more  important  and  substantial  character,  to 
which  I  will  call  attention.  The  bill  has  had  the 
benefit  of  a  year's  experience  of  the  working  of 
the  present  law,  and  of  most  careful  study  and 
thought  by  the  able,  sound,  and  accomplished 
banker  who  occupies  the  position  of  Comptroller 
of  the  Currency.  It  has  also  been  carefully  ex- 
amined by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  well 
as  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  JMeans. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  the  amendments  is  to  re- 
move objections  made  by  the  State  banks  to  the 
present  law,  which  in  some  cases  are  well  ground- 
ed, and  in  many  others  are  only  apprehensions 
in  regard  to  the  possible  construction  of  the  lan- 
guage of  the  law,  and  of  its  unintended  but  pos- 
sible effects.  It  will  be  noticed  that  one  section 
provides  for  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  to  be  organized  as  one  of  the  na- 
tional banks,  in  the  only  way  in  which  that  bank 
could  organize  under  the  law;  that  is,  by  remov- 
ing, in  regard  to  that  bank,  the  individual  liabil- 
ity of  its  stockholders  for  the  debts  of  the  bank, 
for  the  reason  that  one  of  the  articles  of  associa- 
tion under  which  the  bank  was  formed,  and  which 
cannot  be  changed,  was  that  no  stockholder  should 
be  liable  beyond  the  amount  invested  by  him  in 
thestodcof  the  bank.  My  own  preference  would 
be  to  strike  out  the  individual  liability  clause  al- 
together from  this  bill,  as  the  circulation  is  made 
secure,  under  all  circumstances,  by  the  pledge  of 
GoverrM-nent  bonds  for  its  security,  and  their  re- 
demption by  the  Government  provided  for  if  the 
bank  fails  to  redeem  them.  Having  thus  made 
the  circulation  secure,  I  think  the  other  creditors 
have  sufficient  security  in  the  paid-up  capital  of 
the  bank,  and  beyond  that  they  are  as  well  able 
to  take  care  of  themselves  as  the  stockholders, 
who,  in  a  majority  of  instances,  in  a  bank  that 
has  been  long  in  existence,  are  persons  retired 
from  business,  females,  minors,  trustees,  guard- 
ians, and  charitable  institutions. 

One  of  the  most  important  amendments  of  this 
bill  is  the  provision  that  every  bank  shall  redeem 
its  circulation  at  some  one  of  the  commercial 
cities  named  in  the  bill,  as  well  as  at  its  own 
counter;  so  that  no  note  can  be  in  circulation  that 
is  not  redeemable  at  pur  in  one  of  the  ten  or  twelve 
commercial  centers  of  the  country.     So  long  as 


that  is  the  case,  and  whfie  at  the  same  time  they 
are  receivable  at  par  for  all  dues  to  the  Govern- 
ment, except  duties  on  imports,  none  of  their 
notes  can  be  at  any  considerable  discount  in  any 
part  of  the  country. 

Another  important  amendment  is  making  the 
maximum  rate  of  interest  uniform  at  seven  per 
cent.,  instead  of  leaving  it  as  now  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  legal  rate  at  the  place  where  the  bank 
is  located.  The  only  objection  I  have  heard  to 
this  was  from  a  gentleman  who  informed  me  that 
the  legal  rate  in  his  State  was  twe«ty-four  per 
cent.;  therefore  no  bank  would  be  organized  there 
under  this  law  if  they  could  not  charge  more  than 
seven  per  cent,  for  money.  I  should  prefer  to 
make  six  percent,  the  maximum  rate  of  interest, 
believing  that  to  be  as  much  as  capital  should  ever 
be  allowed  to  take  from  the  industry  and  labor 
that  makes  the  capital  profitable. 

If  a  man  uses  his  own  capital  in  any  employ- 
ment which  he  carries  on,  he  gets  the  profit  of  the 
capital  and  of  the  industry  which  he  applies  to 
that  employment;  but  if  he  has  not  the  industry 
or  the  inclination  to  work,  whether  it  arises  from 
infirmities  or  any  other  cause,  and  loans  his  money 
to  those  who  are  inclined  and  able  to  labor,  six 
per  cent,  seems  to  me  a  full  and  fair  compensation 
for  his  share  of  the  result,  and  is  as  much  as  any 
stable  employment  can  afford  to  pay  for  the  use  of 
money.  A  higher  rate  of  interest  benefits  and 
stimulates  speculation  more  than  it  benefits  the 
regular  employment  of  the  industry  of  the  coun- 

Anotheramendmentlimits  the  minimum  capital 
of  any  bank  at  ^00,000,  instead  of  #50,000,  as  in 
the  present  bill,  and  requires  fifty  per  cent,  of  the 
capital  tobtpaid  in  before  business  is  commenced, 
and  ten  per  cent,  in  each  succeeding  month  there- 
after. Another  is  that  each  director  must  be  the 
owner  of  at  least  ten  shares  of  the  capital  stock. 

There  are  other  amendments  of  less  conse- 
quence, to  which  I  will  call  attention  as  they  come 
before  the  House  to  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  BROOKS  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to 

Mr.  SPALDING,  who  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Brandegee 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
state  of  the  Union  generally  underconsideration, 
and  particularly  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  333) 
to  provide  a  national  currency  secured  by  a  pledge 
of  United  States  stocks  and  to  provide  for  the  cir- 
culation and  redemption  thereof,  and  had  come  to 
no  conclusion  thereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SPALDING,  (at 
fifteen  minutes  past  four  o'clock,  p.m.,)  the  House 
adjourned.    

IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  March  24,  1864. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  signed  the  follow- 
ing enrolled  bills,  which  were  yesterday  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  25)  to  authorize  the  President  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Klamath,  Modoc,  and 
other  Indian  tribes  of  southeastern  Oregon;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  299)  to  provide  for  carrying 
the  mails  from  the  United  States  to  foreign  ports, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey  in  favor  of  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Billinghurst  and  Requa  battery 
111  the  public  service;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  the  city 
of  Jefforsonville,  Indiana,  praying  for  the  location 
of  an  armory  and  navy-yard  at  tliat  place;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflfairs. 

Mr.  MORGAN  [)rcsented  a  memorial  of  M. 
S.  Beach,  proprietorof  the  New  York  Sun,  pray- 
ing for  the  remission  of  the  tax  on  that  paper  for 
the  29th  of  March  instant,  so  that  the  entire  pro- 
ceeds of  the  paper  on  that  day,  including  receipts 


for  advertisements,  may  be  given  to  the  sanitary 
fair;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas, presented  the  petition 
of  Baptiste  Peoria,  a  member  of  the  confederate 
bands  of  Peoria,  Piankeshaw,  Kaskaskia,  and 
Wea  Indians,  praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act 
giving  him  the  same  power  to  contract  and  be 
contracted  with,  to  sue  and  be  sued  in  courts  of 
justice,  as  if  he  were  acitizen  of  the  United  States; 
and  providing  that  where  he  bought  land  from 
members  of  his  tribe  prior  to  any  regulations  on 
the  subject,  and  paid  a  fair  price  for  it,  and  had 
taken  a  deed  therefor,  such  title  shall  be  good  and 
effectual;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  prayir^  for  the  passage  of  a  general 
bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  railroads  running  from  Sioux  City,  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  through  St.  Paul  to  Hudson,  on 
the  St.  Croix  lake,  and  thence  to  Superior  or  Bay- 
field, on  Lake  Superior;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CONNESS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Contra  Costa  county,  California,  praying  that 
they  may  be  authorized  by  law  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  titles  to 
certain  lands  settled  and  occupied  by  them;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
PRINTING  OF  A  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  move  the  printing  of  the  memo- 
rial presented  yesterday  morning  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Ten  Eyck]  from  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  praying  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  cleaning  out  of  the  Washington 
canal  and  for  other  purposes  of  a  sanitary  char- 
acter. As  it  contains  important  information,  I 
move  that  the  memorial  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT  FOR  GOOD  FRIDAY. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  move  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns  to  day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next.  To-morrow  is  Good  Friday,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  Senate  is  in  the  habit  of  sitting  on  that 
day. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HARLAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No. 
W9)  granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Oregon  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  military  road  from  Port- 
land to  Dalles  City,  submitted  an  adverse  report 
thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Kansas,  in  favor  of  a  grant  of  lands  to  that  State 
in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections 
of  the  public  lands  sold  for  the  benefit  of  certain 
Indian  tribes,  submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon* 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  asked,  and  by  unani-. 
mous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  191)  for  the  relief  of  Baptiste  Peoria; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  192)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
for  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  State  of  Kansas,  in 
alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
certain  railroads  and  telegraphs  in  said  State;" 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  HARLAN  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  explanatory  of  the 
tenth  section  of  nn  act  to  reduce  the  expenses  of 
the  survey  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  of^  the  Uni- 
ted States,  approved  the  13th  day  of  May,  1862. 

MESSAGE  FROM    THE    HOUSE. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 


1258 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  24, 


the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  Senute  (No.  31)  authorizing  the 
issue  of  a  register  to  the  steamer  Mohawk,  with 
an  atnendmcDt,  in  wliich  it  requested  the  concur- 
rence of  tlic  Senate. 

The  message  furtliev  announced  that  the  House 
of  Rejircsentatives  had  agreed  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  to  tlie  hill  of  tlie  House  (No.  341) 
to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  with  Ecuador 
for  the  adjustment  of  claims. 

The  message  further  announced  that  theHouse 
of  Representatives  had  agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  coi"iferetice  on  the  disagreeing  voles 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  34)  mak- 
ing appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  iMilitary 
Academy  for  the  year  cnditig  June  30,  1865. 

Tlie  message  also  announced  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  passed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  306) 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  prescribing  the 
times  and  jilaces  for  holding  terms  of  the  circuit 
court  for  the  districts  of  Iowa,  Minnesota,  and 
Kansas,"  approved  January  13, 1863,  in  whicli  it 
requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

STEAMER  MOHAWK. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up 
the  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  31)  authorizing  the 
issue  of  a  register  to  the  steamer  Mohawk,  which 
has  just  been  returned  to  us  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  with  an  amendment,  with  a  view 
of  concurring  in  it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  joint  resolution,  which 
was  to  add  at  tlie  end  of  the  resolution  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Proriihil,  Tlint  notliiui;  herein  contained  shall  in  any 
wise  afToet  any  lejal  proceeding  now  pending  in  regard  to 
the  said  steamer  Mohawk. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
MILITARY  ACADEMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
Mr.   HARRIS  (during  the   progress  of  Mr. 
Howard's  spcecii)  said:   With  the  consent  of  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  I  present  a  report  from  a 
committee  of  conference. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)     It  will   be   received  by  unanimous 
consent. 
Tlic  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 
The  committee  of  confcicncc  on  the  disagrecinK  votes  of 
tlio  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the  hill  (H.  R.  No. 
34)  maklns  appropriation  for  the  support  of  tliB  Military 
Academy  for  ilie  year  ending  June  3l),  1865,  liaving  met, 
after  full  and  free  conference  have  agreed  to  rceommend, 
and  do  rf  commend,  to  their  respective  Houses  as  follows  : 
'J'hat  the   House  of  Ri'prcseiitativcs  recede  from  their 
amendment  to  the  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and 
a^ree  to  the  same  with  the  following  amendment:  strike 
out  lines  six,  seven,  eight,  nine,  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  thir- 
teen, and  fourteen  of  .said  aniendmimt;  and  that  the  Sen- 
ate agree  to  said  amendment  to  their  fourth  amendment. 
VV.  T.  VVH.LEY, 
IU\  HARRIS, 
Managers  on  the  j.urt  of  the  Senate. 
R,  E.  EEiVTON, 
HENRY  T.  BLOW, 
JAMES  R.  MOliRIS, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GRIiMES.  Let  us  hear  an  explanation  of 
that  report. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  those  amendments  were. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  The  effect  of  this  report  is 
simply  to  recede  from  tlic  vote  of  the  House  of 
Rcprescntativis  increasing  the  number  of  appoint- 
ments to  West  Point,  leaving  the  law  to  stand  as 
it  is  now.     That  is  the  only  effect. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  will  inquire  of  the  Senator 
what  has  become  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.' 

Mr.  HARRIS.     That  remains  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  suppose  it  has  been  noticed 
that  I  did  not  concur  in  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee. I  am  not  about  to  object  to  the  adoption  of 
the  report  by  the  Senate,  but  I  think  it  due  to  my 
collcagu'>s,  and  perhaps  to  myself,  tluU  I  should 
ntatein  a.s  few  words  as  I  can  the  reasons  why  1 
did  not  concur  in  that  report. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  main- 
taining a  Military  School  at  West  Point  at  a  very 
heavy  cost.  The  law  provides  to-day  that  the 
numbi;r  of  pupils  to  be  instructed  in  that  School 
shall  be  limited  to  the  number  of  congressional 
di.stricls  in  the  United  States,  with  the  addition  of 
ten  to  bo  selected  at  large  by  tlu!  PresithMit.  It 
gives  the  npnoiritinent  of  tho.ie  cadets  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates,  instructs  hini  to  assign 


the  cadets  to  that  School;  but  the  law  instructs 
him  to  select  those  cadets  fvom  the  several/  con- 
gressional districts. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  did  not  yield  the  floor  with 
the  expectation  of  having  a  subject  intervened 
wliich  was  going  to  consume  much  time. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  was  not  aware  that  the  floor 
had  been  yielded.  I  came  into  the  Senate  and 
found  this  report  before  the  Senate.  I  did  not 
expect  it  would  come  in  this  afternoon,  and  if  it 
did  come  in  I  did  not  expect  it  would  be  taken  up, 
and  especially  1  did  not  expect  it  would  be  taken 
up  until  I  was  present.  1  found  the  question 
pending  here. 

ThePRESIDINGOFFICER.  The  report  was 
received  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate, 
and  is  now  before  the  body. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  did  not  suppose  the  matter 
would  elicit  discussion.  I  supposed  it  was  a  mere 
matter  of  form,  and  therefore  asked  to  have  it  con- 
sidered; but  if  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  de- 
sires to  speak  on  the  question,  I  am  willing  to 
have  it  passed  over  for  the  present  and  let  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  go  on  with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  move  that  this  re- 
port lie  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  INTERFERENCE  WITH  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  FOOT.  As  there  appears  to  be  no  other 
morning  business,  I  move  that  the  Senate  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
mean  the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour 
or  of  the  day.' 

Mr.  FOOT.  The  unfinished  business  of  the 
day  on  which  the  Senator  from  Michigan  was  ad- 
dressing the  Senate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  37)  to  prevent  officers 
of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  other  persons  in  the 
military  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
from  interfering  in  elections  in  the  States. 

Mr.  HOWARD  resumed  and  concluded  his 
spcecli.     [It  will  be  published  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  the  Senate  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  joint  resolution  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)  It  is  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois that  the  Senate  now  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  joint  resolution  indicated  by  hirn. 

Mr.  S  AULSBURY.  Upon  that  motion  1  have 
but  a  word  to  say.  1  ihinkafter the  speech  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  and  his  allusions 
to  other  States  of  the  Union  than  that  which  he 
represents  himself,  it  is  proper  that  this  debate 
sliould  proceed.  I  should  haveno  objection,  how- 
ever, to  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  if 
1  knew  that  at  an  early  day  next  week,  say  Mon- 
day or  Tuesday,  we  could  be  allowed  to  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate. 
But,  sir,  coming  from  that  "  great  and  mighty" 
State  of  Delaware,  to  which  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  has  alluded,  a  State  which  was  a  State 
when  llie  territory  that  he  represents  here  was  a 
waste,  howling  wilderness,  and  whose  early  cit- 
izens helped  to  frame  and  fashion  and  mold  the 
institutions  of  the  Government  under  which  we 
live  and  through  whose  action  in  part  lie  has  been 
permitted  to  make  the  speech  that  he  has  deliv- 
ered here  to-day,  it  is  proper  that  we  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  reply  to  those  remarks;  and  if 
no  01  her  Senator,  the  action  of  whose  State  has 
been  called  in  question,  shall  desire  to  proceed  to 
address  the  Senate  this  afternoon,  I  will  take  upon 
myself  to  reply  to  the  assaults  which  that  Senator 
made  both  in  his  report  and  in  his  speech  upon 
the  "  great  and  mighty"  State  of  Delaware. 

These  remarks  perhaps  are  not  pertinent  to  the 
question  now  before  the  Senate.  The  question 
is  whether  the  Senate  will  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  another  matter.  I  trust  they  will  not 
unless  there  can  be  a  distinct  understanding  that, 
at  the  furthest  during  the  early  [lart  of  next  week, 
*we  may  have  an  opportunity  to  resum'e  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  should  like  to  inquire 
of  the  Senator  from  Delaware  wiiethicr  he  is  pre- 
pared to  go  on  now  and  desires  to  proceed  now. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.      I  cnrc  nothing  about 


preparation;  I  have  no  preparation  to  make.  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  let  this  bill  goov«r  to  next 
week  or  to  proceed  now;  but  I  do  not  want  this 
matter  to  be  postponed  so  that  we  cannot  bring  it 
up  ttg^in.     ["Go  on  now."] 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  inquiry  I  addressed 
to  the  Senator  was  not  in  regard  to  preparation. 
I  wished  to  know  whether  he  was  ready  to  pro- 
ceed this  afternoon  with  the  discussion  of  the 
matter  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.SAULSBURt:.  Yes, sir.  I  willgoon  now. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  Senator  desires  to 
proceed  now  at  once  I  will  withdraw  my  motion, 
and  he  can  proceed. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  If  the  Senator  withdraws 
his  motion  1  will  proceed  at  once. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Very  well. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
is  withdrawn.  The  Senator  from  Delaware  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Mr.  President,  I  congrat- 
ulate my  friend,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
upon  the  success  which  has  so  far  attended  his 
efforts  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  proceedings 
of  this  Administration,  into  the  enormities  prac- 
ticed by  them  upon  the  rights  of  the  States  and 
the  people  of  the  States  in  respect  to  their  elec- 
tions. It  will  be  remembered  that  during  the  last 
session  of  the  Senate  1  made  several  ineffectual 
attempts  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  1  offered  a  resolution,  coming  im- 
mediately from  my  people  who  had  suffered  from 
this  interposition  of  Federal  power,  calling  upon 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  know  whether  the  inter- 
ference that  had  taken  place  with  the  freedom  of 
elections  in  my  State  had  been  by  his  authority 
or  by  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government. 
The  Senate  by  a  party  vote  refused  to  make  that 
inquiry;  and  every  attempt  that  was  made  during 
the  last  session  was  uniformly  voted  down  by  the 
party  in  power  in  this  Chamber.  My  friend,  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  however,  has  been  more 
successful  at  the  present  session,  so  far  at  least 
as  to  be  allowed  to  introduce  this  bill,  to  have  it 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  then  to  have  it  taken  up  for  consideration  by 
the  body.  This  is  one  step  in  the  right  direction. 
I  therefore  congratulate  my  friend  that  he  has 
been  more  successful  than  I  was  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate. 

Ought  this  bill  to  be  passed  by  the  Senate.' 
That  is  the  question.  It  depends  upon  several 
considerations.  First,  is  there  any  necessity  for 
its  passage  .'  If  so,  what  is  that  necessity  .'  The 
Senator  from  Michigan  has  told  us  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  done;  and  one  of  the  reasons  which  he 
has  assigned  why  it  should  not  be  done  is  the  fact 
thst  it  has  never  been  done  during  the  previous 
history  of  the  country,  and  that  no  application 
lias  heretofore  ever  been  made  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  for  the  enactment  of  suclra  law 
as  this.  He  has  told  us  that  we  passed  through 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  no  such  enact- 
ment as  this  ever  was  asked  for;  that  we  passed 
successfully  through  the  war  of  1812,  and  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  was  not  called  upon 
to  enact  a  bill  of  this  character.  He  might  liave 
added  that  we  passed  successfully  through  the 
war  with  Mexico,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for 
such  an  enactment. 

Did  it  not  occur  to  the  Senator  that  tliere  was 
a  very  good  reason  during  those  wars  why  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  should  not  pass  a 
bill  of  this  character .'  Could  he  not  perceive  the 
reason  why  the  people  of  the  United  States  did 
not  then  ask  for  the  passage  of  such  a  measure 
as  this.'  The  reason,  sir,  was  that  the  men  who 
lived  in  those  days  saw  nothing  in  the  history  of 
the  times,  nothing  in  the  action  of  political  ])ar- 
tics,  nothing  in  the  vast  strides  of  Federal  power, 
to  call  upon  them  to  enact  such  a  measure  as  this. 

During  the  war  of  1812,  in  the  times  in  which 
the  Senator  has  said  there  was  such  imbiitered 
partisan  feeling,  wise  men,  great  men,  giants — 
political  giants — controlled  and  shaped  the  policy 
of  this  country  and  guided  the  6hi|)  of  Slate  amid 
that  storm.  We  had  not  then,  sir,  political  pig- 
mies perched  on  Alps,  the  laughing-stock  of  the 
universe.  We  had  men  at  the  head  of  affairs  who 
had  laid  the  deep  foundations  of  this  Government 
in  constitutional  liberty.  We  had  men  at  the 
head  ofaflairswho  had  helped  to  frame  that  Con- 
stitution against  the  violations  of  which  we  now 
complain.    The  fathers  lived  then ;  nnd'wliilc  they 
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lived  no  man  was  so  rash  as  to  dare,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  say  that  a  Prcsidontof  the  Uni- 
ted States  or  any  military  officer  had  the  right  to 
invade  a  sovereign  State  and  to  deprive  its  citi- 
zens of  the  tVce  riglit  of  sufFryge  guarantied  to 
tliem  by  their  Stale  constitutions.  No  such  at- 
tempts were  made  in  those  days  as  have  been 
made,  to  the  sorrow  and  to  the  destruction  of  the 
liberty  of  tiic  people,  in  tlie  days  in  which  we 
live. 

During  the  war  of  1812  James"  Madison,  who  is 
sometimes  called  the  Father  of  the  Constitution, 
presided  over  this,  country;  and  tliough  the  pul- 
pits of  the  North,  and  the  press  of  the  North,  and 
the  public  assemblages  of  theNorth,  and  the  pub- 
lic men  of  the  North  denounced  him  in  most  un- 
measured terms,  and  while  in  one  section  of  the 
country  they  were  holding  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion for  purposes,  it  was  believed  at  the  time, 
inimical  to  the  true  interests  of  the  country,  and 
while  men  were  charged, and  even  charged  by  an 
ex-President  of  the  United  States  from  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  with  being  engaged  in  a  treas- 
onable plot  to  carry  New  England  out  of  the 
Union,  James  Madison  and  the  men  who  then  ad- 
ministered the  affairsof  this  country  never  found 
it -necessary  to  send  the  military  forces  into  any 
State  of  the  Union  to  deprive  its  citizens  of  the 
free  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise;  no  presses 
were  muzzled;  no  bastiles  were  built  or  filled  with 
free  men;  no  public  speaker,  simply  because,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  clear,  constitutional  right,  he 
dared  to  dissent  from  the  policy  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, was  by  presidential  edict  banished  to  a 
hostile  country  or  to  a  foreign  land. 

I  say,  therefore,  to  the  Senator  from  Michigan, 
that  the  reason  why  such  an  act  was  not  asked 
for  or  proposed  during  the  wars  to  which  he  has 
alluded  was  that  a  different  class  of  men  admin- 
istered the  affairs  of  this  Government,  men  more 
deeply  read  and  men  truly  read  in  the  history  of 
constitutional  liberty,  men  who  cherished  the 
principles  of  constitutional  and  civil  liberty  to  an 
extent  that  tliey  dared  not,  in  violation  of  the  oaths 
which  they  had  taken  to  preserve  and  defend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  invade  the 
rights  of  the  States  or  of  the  huinblest  citizen  by 
denying  to  him  the  right  tocast  his  vote  for  those 
who  should  administer  the  Government  under 
which  he  lived. 

Sir,  at  a  subsequent  period  in  our  history,  al- 
though I  do  not  recollect  that  that  was  distinctly 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  when 
we  passed  through  another  foreign  war,  the  war 
with  Mexico,  a  man  who  had  read,  and  deeply 
read,  the  constitutional  history  of  his  country, 
and  who  had  profited  by  the  examples  of  the  great 
and  wise  men  who  preceded  him,  was  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  had  wise  and  patriotic 
counselors  around  him.  And  although  that  war, 
which  was  a  war  with  a  foreign  Power,  was  de- 
nounced as  an  unjust  war,  although  it  was  pro- 
claimed by  a  certain  party  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  this  land  that  the  Mexicans  were 
right  and  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  were 
wrong,  and  although  in  the  State  in  which  I  live 
men  who  now  are  the  most  blatant  Union  men 
throughout  the  land  (if  you  would  believe  them) 
addressed  the  people  and  told  them  that  they 
would  be  drafted  and  carried  off  to  a  foreign,  un- 
just war,  and  all  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  an 
election,  no  presidential  hand,  no  military  hand 
was  laid  even  upon  the  humblest  of  all  the  op- 
ponents of  the  Administration  then  in  power. 
Speech  was  free,  press  was  free,  personal  liberty 
was  free. 

Is  it  so,  sir,  to-day.?  If  so,  I  ask  you  whence 
that  moan  which  comes  up  upon  every  breeze 
from  the  heart-stricken  wife  and  the  worse  than 
orphaned  child,  whoso  husband  and  whose  father 
has  in  the  dead  hour  of  the  night  by  military 
power  been  dragged  from  home  and  banished  to 
a  hostile  shore.' 

Is  it  so,  sir,  now.'  If  so,  why  those  touching 
appeals  addressed  from  every  quarter  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  Executive  of  this  nation  and  to  the 
partyinpowcr.callingforthc  release  of  the  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  who  groan  beneath  oppres- 
sion s  yoke  in  your  modern  bastiles,  built  and 
manned  to  defend  the  countryagainst  foreign  foes, 
but  converted  into  prieon-housca  for  the  confine- 
ment of  freemen.' 

1  r,ay  then,. sir,  again  to  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan that  the  renson  wc  have  had  no  such  enact-' 


ment  in  the  past  as  that  asked  for  now  is  because 
the  circumstances  of  the  past  are  quite  different 
from  those  which  exist  at  the  present.  The  con- 
stitutional rights  of  the  people  were  respected; 
the  right  of  the  people  to  meet  and  to  petition  for 
redress  of  grievances;  the  right  of  the  people  to 
discuss  the  measures  of  public  policy  was  re- 
spected; and  no  man  in  those  days  was  rash 
enough  or  hud  so  little  regai'd  for  the  Constitution 
of  his  country  and  the  constitutional  rights  of  his 
fellow-citizens  as  to  attempt  any  such  practices 
as  those  against  which  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
are  aimed. 

Congress  have  the  constitutional  power,  I  ap- 
prehend, to  pass  this  bill,  and  the  question'recurs, 
ought  it  to  be  passed.'  If  there  had  been  no  in- 
vasion of  the  rights  of  the  citizen  there  would  be 
no  impropriety  in  the  passage  of  the  bill,  because 
it  might  be  possible  in  the  future,  and  especially 
in  a  time  of  great  civil  commotion  like  this,  that 
those  rights  might  be  invaded,  and  hence  it  might 
be  a  wise  policy  to  prepare  against  an  anticipated 
or  possible  evil  in  the  future.  But,  sir,  I  do  not 
place  my  advocacy  of  this  bill  upon  such  a  ground 
as  that.  I  place  it  upon  the  distinct,  express,  un- 
equivocal, and  undeniable  ground  that  the  rights 
of  the  people  in  this  respect  have  been  invaded,  in 
some  instances  destroyed,  and  that  the  evil  is  of 
such  a  magnitude  as  calls  imperatively  upon  the 
Legislature  of  the  country,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  to  interpose  for  the  protection  of 
the  rights  of  the  citizen. 

The  Senator  from  Michigan  has  confined  his 
remarks  in  reference  to  this  aspect  of  the  question 
chiefly  to  a  consideration  of  the  cases  arising  in 
the  State  of  Kentucky  and  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. His  allusion  to  my  State  was  very  brief, 
although  designed  to  be  very  severe.  Let  me  say 
to  that  Senator  that  there  is  not  strength  enough 
in  his  puny  arm  or  in  the  bow  which  he  draws 
to  reach  the  "great  and  mighty"  State  of  Dela- 
ware, as  he  calls  her,  and  no  attempted  sarcasm 
in  reference  to  the  State  of  Delaware  by  him  can 
affect  any  one  injuriously  except  him  who  has 
the  rashness  to  attempt  it.  De  gustibus  non  dis- 
putandi(/m  est.  If  it  is  agreeable  to  the  taste  of 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  thus  to  indulge  in 
sarcasm  in  reference  to  a  State  of  this  Union,  I 
will  not  dispute  with  him  as  to  the  propriety  or 
impropriety  of  his  taste. 

Mr.  President,  before  I  proceed  to  offer  the 
proofs  in  this  case  arising  in  my  own  State,  I  wish 
to  lay  down  one  simple  proposition  which  is  a  de- 
nial of  the  whole  basis  of  the  argument  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan.  Fie  admits  that  in  times  of 
peace  the  Federal  Government  would  have  no 
right  to  interfere  with  the  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise  in  a  State;  but  he  contends  that  in  time 
of  war  it  may  become  necessary,  and  being  neces- 
sary, they  have  the  right  to  do  it.^ 

I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  refer  to  such  an  old-fashioned  doc- 
ument as  that  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  one 
which  is  so  much  ignored  at  the  present  day,  one 
whose  provisions  are  so  little  regarded  by  the 
present  Administration  and  party  in  power;  but 
he  has  had,  to  my  utter  amazement,  I  will  not 
say  the  rashness,  to  refer  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Now,  sir,  my  proposition, 
as  preliminary  to  what  I  intend  to  say  on  this  sub- 
ject, is  found  in  that  oldtfashioned  instrument 
whose  principles  are  so  little  regarded  by  the  Sen- 
ator and  by  this  Adniinistration. 

I  lay  down  the  proposition  that  itis  notwithin 
the  competency  of  the  Federal  authorities  to  in- 
tervene in  a  State  of  the  Union  for  the  purpose  of 
controlling  any  of  its  domestic  affairs,  or  even  to 
suppress  violence,  unless  they  are  invited  by  the 
authorities  of  the  State.  Section  fourof  the  fourth 
jirticle  of  the  Constitution  declares  that  "  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall 
protect  each  of  them  against  invasion;  and  on  ap- 
plication of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  Executive, 
(when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened,) 
against  domestic  violence."  The  pretense,  as  1 
gather  it,  upon  which  the  intervention  of  the  mil- 
itary in  the  several  States  of  the  Union  has  been 
attempted  to  be  justified  is,  that  it  was  to  prevent 
violence  by  an  opposing  political  party;  that  it 
was  to  give  to  a  certain  class  of  voters  an  oppor- 
tunity to  exercise  their  rights  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  their  State;  the  right  to  vote,  for  exam- 
ple, that  being  the  matter  now  before  the  Senate. 


Well,  sir,  let  me  inquire  by  what  authority 
the  President  of  the  United  States  undertakes  to 
send  the  military  into  a  State  to  interfere  with 
the  freedom  of  elections.  I  inquire  for  the  au- 
thority of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  be- 
cause I  hold  him  responsible  for  all  this.  As  to 
your  Schencks  and  your  Burnsides,  and  such  lit- 
tle brief  heroes  who  make  war  upon  women  and 
children,  and  upon  unarmed  citizens,  rather  than 
like  braveand  chivalrous  men  meeting  the  armed 
enemy  in  the  field,  I  deal  not  with  them.  It  is 
not  with  any  such  pigmies  that  I  deal.  1  deal 
with  their  master,  the  man  who  sits  enthroned  at 
the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  and  who  is  fondly 
dreaming  of  an  extension  of  his  authority  to  rule 
and  despotically  rule  over  the  liberties  of  a  once 
free  and  happy  people.  I  hold  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  be  the  man  that  is  responsi- 
ble, because  he  either  gave  the  orders  to  his  subor- 
dinates, or  they  having  been  given  by  his  subor- 
dinates, he  had  the  right  to  interfereln  behalf  of 
the  citizens  to  prevent  the  invasion  of  their  con- 
stitutional rights,  and  he  did  not  do  so. 

Neither,  sir,  do  I  hold  responsible  for  these 
transgressions  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  who  ex- 
ecute these  orders,  whether  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent or  by  his  subordinate  officers.  As  soldiers, 
they  are  bound  to  execute  their  orders,  and  I 
doubt  not  that  many  a  true-hearted,  brave,  and 
gallant  American  soldier,  who  when  he  enlisted 
in  this  war  thought  he  was  enlisting  to  fight  a 
bold  and  manly  enemy  in  the  field,  felt  himself 
humiliated  when  called  upon  to  go  into  a  quiet, 
peaceful  neighborhood,  and  witly  bayonet  charge 
upon  its  peaceful  citizens,  as  has  been  done  in  my 
State,  for  no  crime,  for  no  offense,  but  only  be- 
cause, in  the  exercise  of  a  clear  constitutional 
right,  they  presumed  quietly  to  approach  the  polls 
and  offered  to  exercise  their  part  in  selecting  those 
who  were  to  administer  the  laws  by  which  they 
were  to  be  governed. 

Then,  sir,  where  does  the  President  of  the 
United  States  get  the  power  to  send  the  military 
into  a  State  to  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions, or  to  send  them  into  a  State  to  do  any  other 
act  or  thing.'  Whatever  power  he  has  he  derives 
from  that  section  of  the  Constitution  which  1  have 
read,  and  it  is  only  to  be  exercised  upon  the  ap- 

Elication  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  when  the 
legislature  is  not  in  session,  or  of  the  Legislature 
itself  when  in  session. 

Sir,  indulge  me  in  another  preliminary  remark. 
Who  decides  as  to  the  qualification  of  voters,  con- 
stitutionally and  legally .'  So  far  as  that  right  b(3- 
longs  to  a  citizen  of  a  State,  it  is  controlled  and 
governed  exclusively  by  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  State  in  which  he  lives.  Itis  not  contained 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  upon  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  or  upon  any  of  his  mil- 
itary subordinates.  When,  therefore,  he  attempts 
to  exercise  it,  he  does,  in  the  strong  but  true  lan- 
guage of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  become  a 
usurper,  and  he  owes  among  a  free  people  his  im- 
punity from  visitation  of  punishment  simply  to 
his  power. 

Let  me  ask,  sir,  why  should  there  be  opposi- 
tion to  this  bill.'  If  it  is  simply  to  secure  a  free 
and  fair  election,  if  that  be  the  object  of  those  who 
advocate  it,  why  should  this  bill  be  opposed.' 
In  case  there  is  any  attempt  to  violate  the  right 
of  any  citizen  of  a  State,  in  case  there  is  any  ap- 
prehension that  on  the  day  of  election  such  a  thing 
may  be  done,  the  State  authorities  are  competent 
and  alone  authorized  to  prevent  or  redress  the 
wrong.  And  in  case  domestic  violence  exists  or 
is  immediately  threatened  to  an  extent  beyond 
the  control  of  State  authority,  the  constitutional 
right  of  the  Governor  or  the  Legislature  of  the 
respective  States  would  still  exist  to  call  upon  the 
President,  under  this  article  of  the  Constitution  I 
have  referred  to,  for  aid  in  putting  down  this  do- 
mestic violence.  The  only  infennice,  therefore, 
which  I  can  draw  from  the  opposition  to  a  meas- 
ure so  wise,  so  just,  so  harmless  for  the  purposes 
of  evil,  so  effective  for  the  purposes  of  good,  is, 
that  it  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  perpetuate 
power  in  one  political  ]iarly  organization,  and 
against  the  will  of  the  people  to  Iceep  in  power 
those  who  may  have  abused  their  trust! 

If  1  discuss  this  question  somewhat  desultorily 
it  arises  from  the  fact  that  I  speak  without  prepa- 
ration, and  only  from  that  sense  of  duty  to  my 
people  which  the  report  of  this  committee  and  the 
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speech  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  render  ne- 
ccBsary. 

Another  ground  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Mi- 
chigan is  that  the  bill  is  unconstitutional  because 
there  is  no  right  in  tlie  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  intervene  for  the  enforcement  of  the  laws 
of  a  State.  Does  this  bill  call  upon  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  intervene  by  legislative 
enactment  or  otherwise  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
laws  of  a  State?  I  will  admit,  with  the  Senator, 
that  the  true  and  only  authority  for  enforcing  the 
laws  of  a  State  (except  in  time  of  domestic  vio- 
lence, when,  upon  application  of  the  Governor  or 
of  the  Legislature  ot  the  State  it  may  become 
necessary  to  invoke  Federal  authority  to  assist 
them,)  is  State  authority.  But  does  this  bill  ask 
Congress  to  intervene  in  behalf  of  the  execution 
of  a  State  law?  Not  at  all,  sir.  It  only  asks 
Congress  to  intervene  thus  far  and  no  further,  to 
prevent  men  in  the  military  service  of  the  coun- 
try, officers'having  charge  of  the  military  of  the 
country,  from  carrying  that  military  to  places  of 
voting,  and  interfering  with  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  the  States  and  destroying  the  govern- 
ments of  the  States. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  With  the  consent  of 
the  Senator  from  Delaware,  1  move  that  the 
furtherconsideration  of  this  subject  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     I  object  to  that. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  do  not  ask  for  the  post- 
ponement; it  is  no  favor  to  me. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  This  is  precisely;  what  I 
expected.  The  business  of  the  Senate  is  about 
to  be  crowded  out  for  these  speeches. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  do  not  ask  for  the  post- 
ponement. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pomerot 
in  the  chair.)  Does  the  Senator  from  Kansas 
withdraw  his  motion  ? 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  No,  sir.  My  motion 
was  offered  with  the  consent  of  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  and  I  insist  upon  it.  We  did  not  finish 
the  business  of  the  morning  hour  to-day,  and  it 
is  now  almost  four  o'clock.  I  think  we  oughtlo 
be  permitted  to  finish  the  business  of  the  morning 
hour.  It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  will  conclude  to-night. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  hope  that  if  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  desires  a  postponement  until  to- 
morrow we  shall  grant  his  request. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  do  not  ask  any  courtesy 
if  any  Senator  has  any  objection  to  a  proposition 
to  extend  courtesy.  I  did  not  suggest  this  post- 
ponement myself. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.     I  suggested  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  certainly  not  dis- 
posed to  deny  to  the  Senator  from  Delaware  any 
courtesy,  as  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  seems 
to  intimate;  but  here  is  a  question  taking  up  the 
lime  of  the  Senate  and  excluding  the  active  busi- 
ness of  the  Senate,  taking  up  time  by  long  speeches, 
commencing  one  day  and  continuing  into  the  next, 
and  claiming  the  floor  from  day  to  day.  I  nsk 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  if  he  thinks  it  consist- 
ent wiili  our  iiui)iic  duty  here,  when  great  meas- 
ures are  pressing  upon  us,  to  have  these  political 
speeches  continued  from  day  to  day,  and  adjourn- 
ments had  upon  them,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  The  Senator  from  Delaware 
was  distinctly  asked  before  he  commenced  his  re- 
marks if  he  was  ready  and  desired  to  go  on  to- 
niglit,  and  he  said  he  would  go  on  to-night,  in 
reply  to  my  question,  and  to  get  rid  of  a  motion 
which  I  hud  made  to  take  up  another  subject. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  press  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  orany  other  membcrof  this  body 
to  speak  out  of  time;  but  I  insist  that  neither  the 
Senator  from  Dcla ware  nor  an yotiier  Senator  shall 
dajy  after  day  occupy  the  floor  here  when  there 
is  business  to  be  done.  If  the  Senator  from  Del- 
aware is  willing  to  take  iiis  ciiancc  to  finish  his 
speech  when  the  convenience  of  the  Senate  will 
permit  without  interfering  with  otlier  business,  I 
nave  no  objection  to  tJiis  measure  being  put  over; 
but  if  it  is  to  be  put  over  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  business  to-morrow  during  the  business 
hours,  I  do  object  to  it. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  do  not  believe,  sir,  there 
has  been  or  will  be  before  this  Congress  a  liill  of 
greater  importance  than  the  one  now  pending, 
and  I  hope  the  delmtn  upon  it  will  continue  until 
it  is  voted  upon,  citiier  adopted  or  rejected.  The 
Senator  from  Illinois  speaks  of  putting  this  bill 


away  and  taking  up  the  business  of  the  session; 
and  he  asks  us  not  to  make  speeches  upon  this 
bill  and  prevent  the  business  of  the  Senate  going 
on,  as  if  this  were  not  business.  Sir,  there  never 
was  before  any  deliberative  body  a  more  import- 
ant bill  than  the  one  under  consideration,  and  I 
hope  the  debate  on  it  will  continue  until  the  sub- 
ject is  finally  acted  upon.  1  have  no  objection  to 
the  length  of  time  occupied  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan,  or  any  other  Senator.  It  is 
a  subject  of  the  gravest  importance,  and  upon  it 
depends  the  very  perpetuity  of  our  institutions, 
because  it  is  to  secure  free  ballot  to  the  people. 
I  do  not  think  there  ever  was  or  ever  will  be  be- 
fore a  deliberative  body  a  question  of  graver  im- 
port than  this.  It  is  business,  and  business  of 
the  greatest  moment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas  to 
postpone  the  pending  bill  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  The  course  suggested 
by  me,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senator  from  Del- 
aware, is  the  identical  course  pursued  toward  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  yesterday.  I  think  it  un- 
just to  the  Senator  from  Delaware  to  compel  him 
to  go  on  at  this  hour,  and  I  think  the  postpone- 
ment is  a  proper  courtesy  which  we  ought  to  ex- 
tend to  him. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Mr.  President,  in  re- 
sponse to  the  remark  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
that  he  would  not  allow  or  permit  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  or  any  other  Senator  to  occupy 
the  time  of  llie  Senate  in  making  political  speeches 
when  grave  matters  of  legislation  were  before  the 
body,  let  me  say  to  that  Senator  that  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  has  neither  asked  him  to  permit  nor 
to  allow.  The  Senator  from  Delaware  does  not 
ask  for  authority  from  any  such  source  for  the 
course  he  may  see  fit  to  pursue  here. 

Mr.  President,  the  Senator  from  Michigan  put 
the  right  of  the  military  to  interfere  with  elections 
in  the  States  upon  the  ground  that  we  are  en- 
gnged  in  civil  war.  The  proposition  that  we  are 
engaged  in  civil  war  I  shall  not  deny,  for  when 
others  were  calling  it  simply  a  little  sedition  or 
insurrection,  I  in  my  place  in  the  Senate  pro- 
claimed that  it  was  not  only  a  civil  war  but  a 
great  civil  war,  and  that  the  controversy  must  be 
governed  by  those  grave  rules  of  the  modern  law 
of  nations  which  applied  to  civil  wars  through- 
out the  civilized  world  and  among  all  Christian 
people.  That  was  then  considered  a  heresy,  and 
It  was  said  that  the  difficulty  was  nothing  but  a 
little  sedition  or  insurrection  that  was  to  be  sup- 
pressed by  seventy-five  thousand  men  in  sixty  or 
jn  ninety  days;  but  lo  and  behold  !  men  who  then 
scouted  the  idea  that  this  controversy  was  of  suf- 
ficient magnitude  to  amount  to  a  civil  war,  who 
said  it  was  nothing  but  a  little  sedition  down  South 
and  to  be  suppressed  in  sixty  or  in  ninety  days, 
have  woke  up  at  last  to  the  great  and  important 
fact  that  when  a  million  and  a  half  of  men  on  the 
one  side  and  seven  hundred  thousand  or  eight 
hundred  thousand  on  the  other  meet  in  the  deadly 
conflict  of  battle  it  is  something  more  than  a  se- 
dition or  insurrection;  and  1  congratulate  them 
upon  the  correctness  of  the  perception,  however 
slow  in  its  operation,  which  has  at  last  admitted 
this  great  truth. 

The  argument  of  th^Senator  from  Michigan  is 
thattherightofthemilitary  to  intervene  with  refer- 
ence to  the  elections  of  the  States — mark  you  ,1  shall 
confine  my  remarks  simply  to  States  professedly 
and  knowingly  within  the  Union — exists  because 
it  is  a  belligerent  right.  The  principle  to  govern 
its  exercise  has  no  other  authority,  even  by  the 
admission  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  himself, 
than  that  authority  which  upon  all  occasions  is 
invoked  in  this  Chamber  and  by  this  Administra- 
tion and  the  party  in  power,  the  authority  of 
"  necessity;"  a  word.wnich,  when  applied  here- 
nftcr,  when  the  mind  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try shall  become  steady,  and  when  reason  shall 
have  resumed  its  throne  and  passion  shall  have 
died  away,  will  not  only  be  scouted,  but  the  use 
of  which  in  these  days  will  then  be  deeply  re- 
gretted, because  no  usurpation,  however  great,  no 
infraction  of  the  Constitution,  however  attended 
with  disastrous  consequences,  can  be  perpetrated 
thiit  tliose  who  hang  around  the  throne  of  power 
and  pay  adulation  and  homage  to  him  who  sits 
ihereon  do  not  invoke  this  great,  potent  magic  of 
"  necessity." 


The  Senator  says  that  we  are  engaged  in  civil 
war,  and  that  you  canno.t  draw  lines  between  the 
belligerents,  that  they  are  commingled  together, 
and  he  cites  the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  to  sustain  him;  and  yet  the 
courts  over  the  country  now  are  deciding  that 
this  controversy  is  confined  to  locality,  and  as  I 
am  told  it  has  been  recently  decided  in  the  State 
of  New  York  that  if  a  man  has  his  domicile  in 
the  State  of  Virginia  he  cannot  sue  in  the  courts 
of  New  York,  because  he  is  to  be  regarded  as  an 
enemy;  and  at  least  two  judges  of  your  Supreme 
Court  have  declared  themselve's  alien  enemies  by 
a  decision  which  they  made  declaring  people  re- 
siding in  southern  States  out  of  the  Union  or  in 
an  enemy's  country.  Therefore,  sir,  in  answer 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator,  1  appeal  to  the 
judicial  decisions  of  the  country  that  this  is  a 
controversy  local  on  both  sides,  and  the  attempt 
that  the  honorable  Senator  has  made  to  say  that 
in  the  adhering  States  of  this  Union  there  resides 
a  portion  of  the  public  enemy  against  whom  you 
are  to  exercise  a  belligerent  right,  is  only  brought 
forward  in  this  case  to  support  the  unwarranted 
and  unconstitutional  exercise  of  power  by  this 
Administration. 

But,  sir,  let  me  ask  the  honorable  Senator,  and 
let  me  ask  this  Administration,  if  they  ever  listen 
to  an  honest  question,  let  me  ask  the  intelligent 
men  of  this  country,  who  has  given  to  a  General 
Schenck,  or  a  General  Burnside,  or  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  without  a  resort  to  the 
legal  tribunals  of  the  country  for  a  determination 
of  that  question,  the  right  to  decide  that  any  citi- 
zen of  my  State  is  an  enemy  against  whom  belli- 
gerent rights  are  to  be  exercised,  and  against 
whose  constitutional  rights  under  his  State  the 
military  power  of  this  country  is  to  be  invoked? 
Whence  do  they  derive  their  power?  Not  from 
this  document  to  which  the  Senator  even  alluded, 
not  from  any  law.  Federal  or  State;  but  simply 
from  the  exercise  of  their  own  omnipotent  will. 
Has  it  come  to  this,  sir?  Are  the  monstrous  prin- 
ciples upon  which  this  Administration  acts  in  refer- 
ence to  the  government  of  this  country  to  be  car- 
ried to  such  an  extent  that  the  question  whether 
I  am  a  public  enemy  of  my  country,  or  whether 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  is  a  public  enemy  of 
his  country,  and  not  entitled  to  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  written  charter  of  our  liberties,  is 
dependent,  not  upon  the  charter,  not  upon  Federal 
law  or  State  law,  but  upon  the  will  of  the  man 
who  for  the  time  exercises  the  functionsof  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates?  Has  it  gone  still  fur- 
ther, and  is  the  great  question,  who  is  a  public 
enemy  and  who  a  citizen  and  in  habitant  and  friend 
of  his  country  and  the  Constitution  of  his  coun- 
try, to  be  decided  by  the  subordinate  even  of  sub- 
ordinates? And  has  American  liberty  no  higher 
sanction,  no  greater  nor  nobler  guarantee  than  the 
mere  will  of  some  one  who  yesterday  was  naught, 
but  to-day  struts  upon  the  boards  with  epaulets 
upon  his  shoulders,  and  chooses  to  domineer  over 
a  down-trodden  and  defenseless  people?  If  that 
be  the  only  liberty  to  which  the  descendants  of 
the  once  proud  freemen  of  this  country  are  enti- 
tled, if  that  be  the  only  liberty  which  we  are  to 
transmit  to  future  ages,  to  our  children  and  our 
children's  children,  then,  sir,  were  all  the  noble 
aspirations  of  the  past  a  delusion;  then  were  the 
laborsof  our  fathers  worse  than  naught;  then  was 
every  drop  of  blood  shed  in  our  revolutionary 
struggle  vainly  shed;  and  then  have  the  people  of 
this  country  for  the  last  seventy-five  years  been 
delusively  dreaming  a  lie. 

No,  sir;  that  liberty  achieved  for  us  by  our 
fathers,  that  liberty  guarantied  in  this  Constitu- 
tion, that  liberty  of  which  we  have  boasted  in  the 
past,  that  liberty  which  all  of  us  have  ourselvM 
in  time  pastenjoyed,  has  a  noblerand  greater  and 
more  sacred  guarantee  than  that;  and  let  me  tell 
the  Senator,  however  the  passions  of  the  mad- 
dened hour  may  delude  him  and  others,  the  time 
will  yet  come  in  the  providence  of  God  when  the 
sons  of  the  United  States  of  America  will  rise  up 
and  vindicate  their  birthright,  and  assert  before  the 
world,  peaceably  assert  if  they  can,  but  yet  assert, 
even  forcibly  if  they  must,  and  triumphantly  as- 
sert, that  ancient  liberty  which  their  fathers  en- 
joyed,and  will  spurn  and  scoff  this  modern,  use- 
less, worse  than  useless  liberty  which  the  Senator 
would  toll  us  only  has  been  our  heritage. 
.  Mr.  President,  did  it  notoccur  to  the  legal  mind 
of  that  Senator  when  he  was  addressing  himself 
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to  the  grave  questions  involved  in  the  measure 
now  before  the  Senate  that  consequences  might 
result  from  the  pi-emises  which  he  laid  down,  from 
the  argument  which  he  was  making,  from  the 
doctrines  which  he  was  advancing,  that  might 
render  the  freedom,  the  personal  safety  of  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  adhering  States 
perfectly  worthless  and  a  thing  of  naught? 

But,  sir,  we  are  in  times  of  revolution.  He  is  a 
wise  man  who,  amid  such  scenes  as  those  through 
which  we  are  now  passing, can  keep  his  intellect 
cool  or  his  heart  unimpassioned.  Bat,  sir,  history 
has  a  voice ;  it  comes  up  through  hundreds  of  years; 
it  teaches  a  great  lesson.  If  no  other  considera- 
tion could  operate  upon  the  mind  of  the  Senator, 
and  those  who  entertain  views  similar  to  his,  I 
should  think  that  sometimes,  in  the  quietude  of 
night,  in  the  seclusion  of  home,  when  dark- 
ness and  silence  are  all  around,  the  voice  of  that 
history  would  whisper  in  his  ear,  teaching  him 
and  instructing  him  of  this  fact,  that  although, 
in  the  first  momenta  of  revolution,  and  of  the  op- 
pressions of  a  successful  party,  those  who  advo- 
cate and  support  a  departure  from  fundamental 
principles,  and  therefore,  for  the  time  being,  are 
secure,  may  yet,  in  the  turn  of  the  wheel  of  for- 
tune, become  the  very  objects  and  subjects  of  that 
oppression  which  they  have  inaugurated,  and 
against  which  others  raised  their  warning  voices. 

It  is  no  new  drama,  sir,  that  we  are  enacting. 
The  pathway  of  the  past  is  illuminated  at  every 
step,  and  teaches  us  the  great  lesson  that  those 
who  inaugurate  and  justify  oppression,  under  the 
operation  of  that  retributive  law  of  justice  and  of 
God  which  sooner  or  later  will  vindicate  itself 
and  set  all  things  even,  become  the  subjects  of 
their  own  arbitrary  doctrines.  Who  was  it,  sir, 
in  the  days  ot^the  French  Revolution  that  came  to 
the  block  ?  Those  who  inaugurated  and  justified 
oppression .  I  trust  that  the  day  may  never  come 
in  the  history  of  this  people  when  a  similar  visit- 
ation may  come  upon  those  who  upon  all  occa- 
sions justify  oppression,  for  I  know  of  no  man 
and  no  body  of  men  and  no  political  party  in  this 
country  against  whom,  even  when  their  teachings 
shall  be  discovered  to  be  unwise,  when  their  pol- 
icy shall  be  overruled,  and  when  men  of  differ- 
ent sentiments  and  opinions  shall  be  installed  in 
power,  that  I  would  have  to  be  injured  even  to 
the  smallest  hair  of  his  head.  But,"  sir,  God  sits 
in  heaven ;  his  laws  are  immutable,  justice  is  im- 
mutable,and  thatwhich  a  man  sows,  says  God's 
word,  he  shall  also  reap. 

I  said,  Mr.  President,  thatthe  only  justification 
for  the  interference  by  Federal  authority  through 
its  military  in  a  State  was  upon  application  made 
by  the  Governor  of  the  State  when  the  Legisla- 
ture thereof  was  not  in  session,  or  by  the  Legis- 
lature when  in  session.  The  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan has  said  on  this  occasion  what  has  frequently 
been  said  before,  that  he  can  see  nothing,  or  very 
little  at  least,  in  the  action  of  the  military  within 
the  States  wiiich  is  reprehensible.  He  assumes 
that  whatever  has  been  done  has  been  done  from 

fatrioiic  motives  and  considerations.  Although 
speak  somewhat  warmly  and  feelingly  generally 
upon  a  subject  in  which  I  take  interest,  I  will  say 
frankly  that  it  is  more  charitable  to  think  with  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  if  the  facts  involved  in 
the  case  will  allow  you  to  entertain  such  a  chari- 
table opinion.  For  myself,  I  have  no  idea  that  this 
military  interference  with  the  elections  in  the  ad- 
hering States  of  the  Union  has  been  prompted  by 
any  patriotic  consideration,  or  any  desire  what- 
ever to  preserve  the  Union  or  to  regard  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  the  people.  I  believe  that  it 
has  resulted  and  resulted  alone  from  a  desire  to 
perpetuate  political  power  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  now  have  it,  and  to  give  to  them  the  control 
in  the  future  over  the  destinies  of  this  people;  and 
that  they  are  not  willing  that  the  people  of  the 
adhering  States,  in  which  there  has  been  not  one 
particle  of  aUempt  to  oppose  any  action  of  the 
Federal  Government  by  force  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  troubles,  shall  be  trusted  with 
the  free  exercise  of  their  rights  as  citizens,  lest 
thejudgmentof  that  people  should  be  against  the 
policy  of  the  party  in  power  and  against  the  per- 
petuation of  that  party  power  in  the  future.  The 
unconstitutional  acts  of  this  Administration  and 
of  the  parly  in  power  are  a  sufficient  and  con- 
clusive warrant  for  the  expression  of  this  opinion. 
The  Senator  alluded  to  my  State,  and  1  do  not 
propose  to  any  i»nythin{j  in  reference  to  the  other 


States  to  which  he  referred.  I  shall  say  nothing 
in  reference  to  the  State  of  Kentucky.  She  has 
two  noble  champions  upon  this  floor  perfectly 
able  and  always  willing  to  defend  her  rights  and 
the  rights  of  her  people.  I  shall  say  nothing  in 
reference  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  because  her 
distinguished  Senator  [Mr.  Johnson]  is  perfectly 
competent,  as  is  known  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
country,  to  vindicate  her  here  and  before  the  coun- 
try. I  shall  therefore  confine  what  I  have  to  say 
to  the  fact  of  military  interference  in  my  own 
State  as  evidencing  the  necessity  for  the  passage 
of  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  POWELL.  If  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
will  allow  me,  I  will  move  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware  yield  to  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky .' 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  make  no  application 
for  an  adjournment,  but  I  yield  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  that  motion  be  waived  for 
a  moment,  I  move  that  when  the  Senate  adjourns 
to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next.  To- 
morrow is  Good  Friday. 

Mr.  POWELL.  To-morrow  is  Good  Friday, 
and  I  think  every  good  Christian  ought  to  ad- 
journ on  that  day. 

The  PRESIDlNGOFFICERput  the  question, 
and  declared  that  there  was  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  suppose  then  it  is  not  com- 
petent for  us  to  do  any  business. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Did  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  announce  that  the  motion  to  adjourn  to  Mon- 
day was  not  agreed  to  .' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
has  not  announced  the  vote  except  simply  to  de- 
clare that  a  quorum  has  not  voted. 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  does  not  require  a  quorum 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Clark.     But  it  does  to  adjourn  over. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn  to  Monday. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  taken 
with  the  following  result: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Antliony,  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Conness, 
Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Johnson,  Morgan, 
Powell,  Ramsey, Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Van  Winkle,  and  Wil- 
Icy— 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Doolittle,  Foot,  Har- 
lan, Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Ponieroy, 
Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade, Wilkinson,  and  Wil- 
son— 15. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  is  not 
a  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  FOOT.  There  is  evidently  no  probability 
of  securing  the  presence  of  a  quorum,  and  I  there- 
fore move  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  March  24, 1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  andapproved. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR. 

Mr.  LOAN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  take  up  from  the  Speaker's  table  the 
joint  resolution  No.  37,  for  the  payment  of  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  jointcommittee  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  war. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    Let  it  be  read. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.     I  object. 

ISSUE  OF  A  REGISTER. 

Mr.WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  Senate  bill  No.  31,  authorizing  the  issue  of 
a  register  to  the  steamer  Mohawk.  I  am  directed 
to  report  it  back  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
with  an  amendment.  It  is  a  bill  irt  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan  [Mr.  Upson]  is  interested, 
and  is  in  relation  to  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  a 
Canadian-built  steamer. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  reported 
back  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  bill, which  was  read,  merely  authorizes  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  an  American 
register  to  the  Cnnadinn-built  steamer  Mohawk. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  seems  from 
att  examination  of  the  papers  in  the  case  that  there 
are  some  Irgal  proceedings  in  regard  to  this  ves- 


sel, and  I  am  therefore  directed  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Promdcd,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  In  any 
wise  affect  any  legal  proceedings  now  pending  in  regard  t9 
the  said  steamer  Mohawk. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  a  third 
reading;  anditwasaccordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed; 
and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  desire  to  have  one  or  two 
bills  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  and  referred. 

Mr.  CHANLER.     I  objecu 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 
Mr.  BLAINE,  by  unanimous  consent,  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution ;  which  was  read,  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  directed  to 
Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  striking  out  the 
fifth  clause  of  section  nine,  article  one,  which  forbids  the 
levying  of  a  tax  on  articles  exported  from  any  State. 

UNITED  STATES  COURTS  IN  THE  WEST. 

Mr.  WILSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  back 
bill  of  the  House  No.  306,  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  prescribing  the  times  and  places  of 
holding  the  terms  of  the  circuit  courts  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  Kansas,"  approved 
January  13,  1863. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  to  reconsider  tjie  vote  • 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

POLICE  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend lln  act  to  create  a  metropolitan 
police  department  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  to  establish  a  police  therefor,"  approved  July 
16, 1862,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  would  like  to  have 
the  bill  printed. 

Mr.  WASHBU'RNE,  of  Illinois.  It  is  not 
customary  to  print  bills  before  they  are  reported 
back,  and  therefore  I  must  object. 

WILLIAM  WHEELER  HUBBELL, 

Mr.  MOORHEAD,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  a 
joint  resolution  relative  to  the  claim  for  letters 
patent  of  William  Wheeler  Hubbell;  which  was 
resd  a  first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

INVALID  PENSIONS. 
Mr.  WHALEY,  from  the  Committe^e  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  a -bill  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  grant  pensions,"  ap- 
proved July  14, 1862;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  same  committee,  with  privilege  to 
report  at  any  time. 

DIPLOMATIC,  ETC.,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  KASSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  moved 
to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  Senate  amend- 
ments to  Flouse  bill  No.  40,  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  consular  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  Government  for  the  year  ending  Juno  30, 
1865,  and  to  refer  them  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

rOREIGN  COINS,  ETC. 

Mr.  KASSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  also 
moved  to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  Senate 
bill  No.  183,  in  amendment  of  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  relating  to  foreign  coins  and  the  coinage 
of  cents  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,"  ap- 
proved February  21, 1857;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  a  Uniform  System  of  Coinage,  Weights,  and 
Measures. 
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AGRICULTCRAL  COLLEGES. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  n.sk  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  for  leave  to  report  back  from  the  §iom- 
mittee  on  Agriculture  Senate  bill  No.  12, extend- 
ing tlie  time  within  which  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories may  accept  the  grant  of  lands  made  by  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  donating  public  lands  to  the 
.several  States  and  Territories  which  may  provide 
colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  the  me- 
chanic art.?,"  approved  July  2,  1862. 

Mr.  liOLMAN.  1  object,  unless  I  can  have 
an  opportunity  to  move  an  amendment  permittitig 
Indiana  to  appropriate  the  lands  she  is  entitled  to 
for  certain  purposes.     Otherwise  I  must  object. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  am  instructed  unanimou.sly  to 
report  that  bill  back,  willi  tlie  recommendation 
that  it  do  pass. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Let  the  bill 
be  read. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extenso. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  object  unless  I  am  allowed 
to  move  the  amendment  1  have  indicated.  I  have 
Imd  the  subject  referred  in  a  diflerent  form  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  (3LAY.  This  bill  comes  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  presumed  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  would  have  reported  upon  it  be- 
fore this  time.  I  ask  tlie  House  to  give  the  gen- 
tleman leave  to  report  his  bill  bacic  to-morrow  in 
the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  What  will 
be  the  condition  of  the  bill  if  it  is  allowed  to  come 
in  and  it  gives  rise  to  debate.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  occupy  the  time  until 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  will  pre- 
vent other  committees  from  reporting,  and  I  ob- 
ject. 

Tlie  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
proposes  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  shall 
have  the  privilege  to  report  the  bill  back  to-mor- 
row, which  is  private  bill  day. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  do  not  ob- 
ject to  that. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  And  with  the  understanding 
that  I  shall  have  an  opportufKty  to  submit  the 
amendment  I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  also  have  an  amendment  to 
submit. 

Tliere  was  no  objection;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

MRS.  MARY  E.  HAZZARD. 

Mr.  SCPIENCK.  I  move  that  the  Committee 
on  Military  Aflairs  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Hazzard,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Tlic  SPEAKER.  That  was  done  some  days 
ago  on  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[iVIr.  DuMONT.] 

SCHOOLS  FOR  NEGROES. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  move  that  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  lie  discharged  fiom  tlie  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  J.  D.  Ray, 
relative  to  schools  for  negroes,  confiscation, &c., 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  on 
the  rebellious  States. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to..   ; 

MILITARY  ROAD  IN  IDAHO. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee on  Militjiry  Afiairs  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  Idaho  Territory  for  a  military  road 
connecting  the  navigable  waters  of  Missouri  and 
Columbia  rivers,  and  that  it  l;e  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roud.s  and  Canals. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NEW  ROAD  rRO.M  WASHINGTON  TO  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  that  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afl'air.s  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Phil- 
adelphia for  increased  facililica  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  mails,  passengers,. and  freight  between 
New  York  and  Washington,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferrrtd  to  the  select  committee  on  the  subject. 

Tiic  motion  wa.s  agreed  to. 

EXCUSED  EROM  SERVICE  ON  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Mr.  Speaker,  some  time 
aince  a  npcrial  comniitlcc  was  raLsed  to  c.on.sider 


a  uniform  system  of  coins,  weights,  and  meas-' 
ures,  and  the  Chair  did  me  the  honor  to  appoint 
me  a  member  of  that  committee.  But  1  find  that 
the  pressure  of  business  upon  me  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  prevents  the 
possibility  of  my  paying  proper  attention  to  this 
other  committee.  I  therefore  ask  to  be  excused 
from  service  on  the  special  committee. 

Mr.  ScHENCK  was  excused;  and  Mr.  Stebbins 
was  appointed  in  his  place. 

Mr.  WADSWORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire 
to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  I  am  on  two  other  committees, 
and  find  the  duties  too  onerous. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  was  excused;  and  Mr.  Daw- 
son was  appointed  in  his  place. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  WADSWORTH  asked  and  obtained  leave 
of  absence  for  two  weeksfor  Mr.  Blair,  of  West 
Virginia. 

EDUCATION  OF    NAVAL  CONSTRUCTORS. 

Mr.  RICE,  of.  Massachusetts,  by  unanimous 
consent,  reported  back  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  353)  to  provide  for 
the  education  of  naval  constructors  and  engineers 
at  the  Naval  Academy,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  recommitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NATIONAL  ARMORY. 

Mr.  CRAVENS,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented a  memorial  from  the  mayor  and  common 
council  of  Jeffersonville,  on  the  question  of  a  na- 
tional armory;  which  was  referred  to  the  special 
committee  on  that  subject. 

RAILROADS  TO  NEW  YORK. 
The  SPEAKER  stated  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness to  be  the  consideration  of  reports  from  com- 
mittees, under  which  the  House  would  resume  the 
consideration  of  House  bill  No.  307,  in  regard  to 
the  Raritan  and  Delaware  Bay  Railroad  Compa- 
ny, on  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pen- 
dleton] was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  understand  that  an  ar- 
rangement has  been  made  by  the  gentleman  who 
has  charge  of  this  bill  that  a  vote  shall  not  be 
taken  upon  it  till  next  week,  or  some  future  time. 
If  that  be  so,  I  suggest  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
to  the  day  fixed,  and  made  the  special  order  after 
the  morning  hour.  I  understand  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  who  desire  to  speak  on  the  bill, 
and  it  will  certainly  facilitate  business,  and  not 
block  up  reports  of  committees,  to  have  it  take 
that  course.  I  suggest,  if  it  be  agreeable,  r.hat  it 
be  postponed  till  to-morrow  two  weeks  and  made 
a  special  order  after  the  morning- hour. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  object  to 
its  being  made  a  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  are  two  postpone- 
ments already — the  one  the  bill  to  grant  to  certain 
States  a  republican  form  of  government,  which  is 
made  the  special  order  after  the  bank  bill  shall 
have  been  disposed  of;  also  the  bill  in  relation  to 
unemployed  Army  officers,  which  is  postponed 
till  April  6  and  made  a  special  order. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  have  no  choice  as  tt) 
the  day.  My  proposition  is  only  to  facilitate 
business.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Washburne]  will  not  object  to  its  being  made  a 
special  order  for  some  future  day;  any  that  will 
be  convenient  to  the  gentleman  who  has  charge 
of  the  bill  and  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  My  objec- 
tion is  to  its  be.ng  made  a  special  order  after  the 
morning  hour.  The  Committee  on  Commerce, 
of  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be  chairman,  has  u 
vast  amount  of  business  before  it,  and  I  do  not 
see  any  prospect  of  that  committee  being  called, 
unless  we  adhere  more  strictly  to  the  rules  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  have  no  disposition  to 
hav(!  it  made  n  special  order  if  the  gentleman  who 
has  charge  of  the  bill  docs  not  desire  it.  I  move 
to  postpone  it  generally  till  to-morrow  two  weeks 
aflrr  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Unless  there  is  some  special 
reason  for  the  contrary  I  hope  we  will  go  on  witii 
this  bill,  and  clear  the  track. 

Mr.  DEMING.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  certainly  must 
object  seriously  to  the  postponement  of  this  bill 
in  the  manner  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Pendleton.]  Wc  were  prepare..!  thi.f 
morning  to  hear  gentlcuipn  who  intimiiled  that 


they  were  prepared  to  speak  on  this  subject  dur- 
ing the  morning  hour,  and  then  to  have  it  take  its 
course  in  the  regular  order  of  business  of  the 
House.  I  made  an  arrangement  yesterday  with 
gentlemen  on  both  sides — those  in  favor  of  the 
bill  and  those  opposed  to  the  bill — that  I  would 
not  move  the  previous  question  this  morning,  but 
I  did  not  anticipate  that  a  motion  to  postpone  it 
would  bo  introduced,  thus  denying  it  the  prece- 
dence which  it  alieady  has  in  the  morning  hour. 

Now,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  go  on  at  this 
time  and  discuss  the  bill  during  the  morning  hour, 
or,  if  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to  its  posi- 
tion, I  am  willing  to  postpone  ituntil  thenextday, 
when  it  may  come  up  in  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness. I  must,  however,  certainly  decline  to  accede 
to  the  postponement  of  the  bill  for  a  fortnight, 
thereby  depriving  it  of  the  place  it  already  occu- 
pies on  the  Calendar. 

I  had  supposed  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was 
ready  to  go  on  with  a  discussion  of  the  bill  this 
morning.  Other  gentlemen  had  intintiated  to  me 
that  they  were  ready  to  go  on  with  the  discussion 
this  morning,  and  if  that  be  the  case  I  am  willing 
that  the  discussion-shall  proceed  during  the  morn- 
ing hour;  but  I  am,  as  I  said,  strenuously  op- 
posed to  its  postponement  for  a  fortnight. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  My  object  was  not  to 
place  the  bill  in  any  worse  position  in  respect  to 
precedence  than  it  now  occupies;  but  the  proposi- 
tion I  made  was  made  because  I  understood  sev- 
eral gentlemen  wished  to  be  heard  on  this  bill, and 
because  I  understood  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut, [Mr.  Deming,]  who  has  charge  of  the 
bill,  had  postponed  taking  a  final  vote  upon  it 
until  some  day  next  week.  I  therefore  proposed 
that  the  bill  should  be  postponed  until  such  day 
as  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  determ- 
ined for  taking  the  vote  upon  it,  and  then  to  al- 
low the  debate  to  go  on  until  the  debate  should 
become  exhausted,  and  then  let  the  vote  be  taken. 
I  will  not,  however,  press  the  motion  against  the 
wishes  of  the  gentleman  who  has  charge  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  DEMING.  I  will  state  trgain  that  I  have 
made  no  arrangements  in  reference  to  this  bill  ex- 
cept, for  the  accommodation  of  gentlemen  who  are 
opposed  to  the  bill  and  also  those  who  are  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  that  the  vote  should  not  be  called  upon 
it  to-day.  I  fuel  honorably  bound  to  adhere  to 
that  arrangement.  I  could  not  do  otherwise  with- 
out a  violation  of  my  honor  and  without  a  breach 
of  good  faith,  for  upon  that  assurance  gentlemen 
who  are  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  well  as  gentlemen 
opposed  to  it  are  not  now  in  the  House. 

1  desire  to  ask  the  Speaker,  if  the  bill  goes  over 
now,  when  it  will  again  pome  up  in  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  morning  hour  is  con- 
sumed in  the  discussion  of  the  bill,  it  will  come 
up  in  the  regular  order  of  business  in  the  morning 
hour  on  Tuesday  next,  unless  business  should 
intervene  to  take  precedence  of  it.  If  the  bill 
which  has  been  postponed  and  made  a  special 
order  for  Monday  after  the  morning  hour — the 
ship  canal  bill — is  not  disposed  of  on  that  day  it 
will  come  up  on  Tuesday  as  unfinished  business 
and  would  take  precedence  of  this  bill.  Other- 
wise this  bill  would  come  up  on  Tuesday  next 
in  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  DEMING.  Then  if  the  discussion  goes 
on  to-day  during  the  morning  hour,  will  the  bill 
come  up  again  on  Tuesday.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will,  except  in  the  con- 
tingency tin;  Chair  has  stated. 

Mr.  DEMING.  So  I  supposed,  and  I  there- 
fore proposed  that  the  debate  should  go  on;  but 
I  understand  now  that  the  gentleman  is  not  ready 
to  fro  on  at  this  time. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  did  not  say  that  I  was 
not  ready  to  go  on.     1  am  ready. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that  if 
this  bill  goes  over  now  by  unanimous  consent 
until  Tuesday,  the  call  of  committees  may  then 
be  proceeded  with  during  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  cannot  give  consent  to  any 
further  interruption  of  the  regular  order.  I  think 
we  had  better  go  on  in  order. 

Mr.  DEMING.  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  goon 
with  it. 

Mr.  BllOOMALL.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor  is  not  ready  to 
goon  to-day,  I  desire  to  submiteome  remarks  on 
the  bill  to-day. 
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Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  will  yield  to  t\ie  gen- 
tleman. 

The  SPfiAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  yield  a 
portion  of  his  time,  or  does  he  yield  uncondition- 
ally? 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  yield  unconditionally, 
hoping  I  will  be  able  to  obtain  the  floor  again 
before  the  vote  is  taken. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  will  depend  upon  the 
alternating  of  speeches. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  am  opposed  to  this  pro- 
posed enactment,  for  reasons  which  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  make  as  plain  to  the  House  qs  I  can. 

The  parties  asking  for  this  legislation  are  the 
Camden  and  Atlantic  Railroad  Company  and  the 
Raritan  and  Delaware  Bay  Railroad  Company. 
What  they  ask  is,  in  effect,  that  Congress  should 
enact  an  amendment  to  their  charters,  granted  by 
the  Stateof  New' Jersey. 

The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  in  1852,  char- 
tered the  Camden  and  Atlantic  Railroad  Company, 
with  power  to  run  a  mad  from  Camden,  opposite 
Philadelphia,  eastward  to  the  ocean,  at  Atlantic 
City. 

In  1854  the  same  body  chartered  the  Raritan 
and  Delaware  Bay  Railroad  Company,  with  power 
to  run  a  road  from  Sandy  Hook  bay,  near  New 
Yoirk  city,  southward  to  the  Delaware  bay,  at 
Cape  May.  This  second  road  crosses  the  first 
one  nearly  at  rightangles.  After  the  second  com- 
pany had  run  its  road  a  part  of  the  way  south- 
ward toward  Cape  May  it  formed  a  connection 
with  the  road  which  it  was  intended  to  cross  at 
right  angles, and  thereby  made  a  continuous  rail- 
road from  Camden  to  the  bay  opposite  New  York, 
and  commenced,  as  I  understand  it,  to  carry 
freight  and  passengers  in  opposition  to  the  Cam- 
den and  AiTiboy  railroad.  The  Camden  and  Am- 
boy  Railroad  Company,  having  until  1869  theex- 
clusive  right  to  certain  transportation  across  New 
Jersey,  objected  to  this,  and  the  question  came 
up  before  the  courts  of  New  Jersey — the  proper 
tribunals  to  decide  what  the  powers  of  those  two 
roads  were  under  their  charters — and  on  the  3d  of 
February  last  the  chancellor  of  New  Jersey,  the 
liighestjudicial  powerin  the  State,  as  1  understand 
it,  decided  that  these  roads  could  not  thus  form  a 
connection  and  make  an  air  line  between  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  in  the  shape  of  one's  elbow 
when  very  much  crooked. 

That  decision  was  made  on  the  3d  of  February 
last,  and  within  a  month  of  that  time  a  bill  was 
reported  to  this  House,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
correct  what  gentlemen  here  suppose  to  be  blun- 
dering New  Jersey  legislation. 

Either  the  decision  of  the  chancellor  was  final 
or  there  is  a  higher  court  to  which  this  company 
can  take  the  question  and  have  it  adjudicated.  If 
it  is  final,  then  all  the  rights  which  these  two  com- 
panies obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  New  Jer- 
sey are  what  they  are  decided  to  be  by  the  chan- 
cellor; and  that  is  the  law  of  New  Jersey.  If  it 
is  not  final,  these  companies  have  the  opportunity 
to  take  the  question  further  and  ascertain  what 
their  rights  are. 

But  instead  of  doing  that  they  choose  to  come 
here  and  ask  us  to  enact  an  amendment  to  their 
charter.  That  is  aplain,  simple  statement  of  the 
matter.  We  are  now  either  asked  to  entertain 
an  appeal  from  the  highest  court  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  upon  the  question  of  chartered  priv- 
ileges to  companies  the  creatures  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  New  jersey,  or  we  are  asked  to  enact  an 
amendment  to  their  charter,  and  in  either  case  I 
am  opposed  to  this  whole  business. 

It  is  said,  with  very  great  truth,  that  we  have 
the  right  to  make  military  and  post  roads  through 
States,  and  to  regulate  commerce,  and  I  have  no 
kind  of  doubt  of  our  right  to  do  all  that  is  neces- 
sary to  carry  out  the  powers  vested  in  us  by  the 
Constitution,  and  that  without  regard  to  what  any 
particular  State  may  want  or  object  to.  But  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  our  rights  must  come 
under  one  of  these  three  heads  in  order  to  justify 
us  in  using  the  power  to  enact  this  legislation.  I 
have  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  make 
military  roads  across  any  partofthetjnited  States; 
1  have  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  adopt 
roads,  already  uuide,  as  military  roads;  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  right  of  Congress  to  provide  post 
routes  and  cither  make  them  anew  or  adopt  those 
already  existing;  and  1  have  no  doubt  of  the  power 
of  Cohgress  to  regulate  commerce  between  the 
tStntPs. 


Now,  let  us  see  whether  the  legislation  asked 
for  comes  within  either  of  these  three  heads.  Is 
it  pretended  that  this  road  is  necessary  for  mili- 
tary purposes?  '  Is  it  pretended  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  needs  a  more  direct  mode 
of  transporting  troops  between  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  than  the  straight-line  road?  If  it  is, 
in  answer  to  that  1  will  say,  without  this  legisla- 
tion these  roads  are  military  roads  by  the  law  of 
the  land.  By  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Jan- 
uary 1,  1862,  any  railroad  in  the  United  States, 
either  made  then  or  to  be  made  hereafter,  may, 
without  further  legislation,  be  taken  asamilitary 
road  at  any  lime  when  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  thinks  necessary  to  do  so.  That  power 
has  been  exercised  in  respect  to  many  of  the  rail- 
roads in  the  United  States,  and  it  may  be  used  in 
respect  to  these  roads  whenever  it  shall  become 
necessary. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  military  necessity  for 
the  act  which  is  now  being  asked  of  us.  That 
to  my  mind  is  clear,  and  any  gentleman  who  will 
look  at  the  act  of  1862 and  see  the  general  powers 
conferred  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  take  railroads  anywhere  for  military  purposes, 
will  see  that  this  enactment  is  not  needed  for  any 
such  purpose. 

It  is  remarkable,  too,  that  this  report  comes  from 
the  Military  Committee  of  this  body.  Does  not 
that  committee  know  that  these  roads  are  already 
military  roads?  If  so,  that  committee  should 
have  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  bill,  but  should 
have  done  as  was  done  with  other  matters  this 
morning,  asked  its  reference  to  some  other  com- 
mittee, say  the  Committee  on  Post  Roads,  for 
example. 

But  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  when  taking  up  this  bill,  would  have 
found  themselves  very  much  in  the  predicament 
of  the  Military  Committee,  because  they,  too, 
would  have  found  that  no  legislation  is  necessary 
to  make  these  roads  post  roads.  They  are  made 
so  by  the  act  of  July  7,  1838.  The  second  sec- 
tion of  that  act  authorizes  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment to  take  any  railroad,  either  then  built  or 
thereafter  to  be  built,  without  any  further  legis- 
lation whatever,  as  post  routes;  so  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  arid  Post  Roads  would 
have  had  to  return  the  bill  to  the  House  and  ask 
its  reference  to  some  other  select  or  standing  com- 
mittee. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Williams]  suggests  the 
next  reference  would  have  been  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  1  will  grant  there  would 
have  been  some  sense  in  that.  But  I  deny  the 
propriety  of  any  other  committee  meddling  in  this 
business  at  all.  It  looks  to  me  supremely  ridic- 
ulous for  either  the  Military  Committee  or  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  it  or  make  any  report 
Upon  it,  because,  as  I  have  already  shown  by 
legislation  which  exists,  and  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred ,  there  is  no  military  necessity  and  no  postal 
necessity  for  any  such  enactment. 

Now,  what  would  my  colleague's  Comrnittee 
oh  Commerce  have  done  with  this  martter?  If 
there  is  a  commercial  necessity  for  doing  this,  I 
will  grant  that  we  have  a  right  to  do  it,  although 
if  there  is  such  commercial  necessity,  I  want  to 
know  why  we  should  take  this  circuitous  route 
rather  than  a  direct  one?  I  am  not  apt  to  limit 
the  powers  of  Congress  within  very  narrow  con- 
stitutional limits.  I  have  grown  to  be  of  late 
years  almost  afraid  to  say  that  Congress  has  not 
the  constitutional  power  to  do  any  given  thing, 
for  fear  those  to  whom  I  am  talking  might  look 
me  in  the  face  to  see  what  metallic  symptoms 
might  be  there.  But  I  will  say  this,  and  1  say  it 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  Congress  has 
no  right  or  power  under  the  Constitution  to  make 
two  lines  of  a  triangle  taken  together  shorter  than 
the  third;  Congress  has  no  right  to  make  a  straight 
line  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia  which 
shall  take  in  Cape  May.  [Laughter.]  Congress 
has  no  constitutional  right  to  do  anything  which 
would  render  this  body  more  ridiculous  than  it 
has  been  sometimes  heretofore. 

When  I  first  came  here  a  proposition  coming 
from  my  own  State,  and  from  various  other  quar- 
ters, was  presented  for  a  great  national  railroad 
between  New  Y«rk  and  Washington.  At  first 
I  was  taken  with  the  idea,  but  from  some  doubts 
about  the  propriety  of  our  exercising  the  power 
at  this  time  I  voted,  I  confess,  against  it.     Con- 


sideration of  the  matter  since  has,  however,  led 
me  to  a  somewhat  opposite  conclusion;  and  when 
that  question  comes  up  before  us  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  I  shall  not  be  in  favor  of  it.  It. 
would  be  a  grand  scheme  to  lay  a  great  national 
road  with  four  tracks  abreast  between  New  York 
and  Washington;  and  I  am  willing  to  admit  can- 
didly that  it  will  be  a  still  grander  scheme,  in  my 
judgment,  inasmuch  as  it  must  run  through  my 
district,  unless  Congress  should  take  it  upon  itself 
to  make  an  "  air  line"  round  us  by  way  of  Pitts- 
burgh or  Erie.     [Laughter.] 

I  am  the  more  pleased  with  the  idea  of  a  great 
national  road, inasmuch  as  there  exist  in  my  own 
district  about  fifty  miles  of  the  road  which  the 
Government  would  require  already  built.  I  al- 
lude tothat  portion  of  the  West  Chester  direct  road 
and  the  Baltimore  Central  road,  extending  all  the 
way  from  Philadelphia  in  a  direct  line  toward  Bal- 
timore, almost  to  the  Susquehanna,  through  a 
country  second  in  productiveness  to  none  in  the 
world,  and  densely  populated  by  a  thriving,  in- 
dustrious, and  highly  educated  people.  1  say 
that  the  idea  is  a  grand  one;  and  when  the  ques- 
tion comes  up  it  will  require  very  considerable 
consideration. 

But  when  the  thing  melts  down,  wilts  down, 
.fizzlesdown,  ifyou  will  allow  the  expression, into 
a  mere  squabble  between  two  New  Jersey  corpo- 
rations, it  looks  to  me  as  if  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  had  stepped  down  about  a  half  a 
dozen  steps  beneath  its  dignity  in  taking  any 
part  in  the  quarrel. 

Mr.  Speaker,  what  will  those  gentlemen  who, 
with  myself,  are  pleased  with  the  idea  of  a  great 
nationfil  road  from  New  York  to  Washington, 
say  to  this  beginning?  You  start  at  New  York 
and  run  almost  to  Cape  May,  then  you  turn  at 
right  angles  and  run  to  Philadelphia,  and  where 
you  will  go  then  with  your  air  line  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  say.  Butit  does  strike  me  that  Con- 
gress only  raises  up  another  opposition  to  this 
grand  air  line  between  Washington  and  New 
York  when  it  creates  this  additional  new  railroad 
company  out  of  two  old  ones.  Gentlemen  may 
expect  the  report  of  the  committee  on  an  air  line 
to  be  met  by  the  opposition  of.  this  elbow  line 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  create,  as  well  as  by 
that  of  the  Camdenand  Amboy  line.  These  cor- 
porations are  creatures  of  the  New  Jersey  Legis- 
lature. It  is  asked  that  we  shall  extend  their 
powers.  Is  it  not  remarkable  that  New  Jersey 
corporations,  existing  only  by  virtue  of  New  Jer- 
sey laws,  when  they  get  from  the  New  Jersey 
Legislature  all  the  privileges  they  can,  should 
come  here  and  ask  us  to  give  them  more? 

Now,  suppose  we  were  to  pass  this  act,  what 
will  these  corporations  be  then?  Will  they  be 
New  Jersey  corporations?  Idonotknow.  Will 
they  be  United  States  corporations?  I  do  not 
know.  It  strikes  me  that  their  character  will  be 
much  more  amphibious  than  some  other  things 
which  are  in  the  habit  of  being  pronounced  so  on 
this  floor.  In  what  courts  would  you  proceed 
against  these  corporations?  In  the  courts  ofNew 
Jersey?  If  so  the  corporations  would  say,  "  We 
get  our  powers  from  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States."  If  you  proceed  against  them  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  they  will  say,  "  We  are  crea- 
tures of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey."  How 
will  you  hold  them  to  their  duty  ?  Will  they  not 
be  something  new  in  the  history  of  corporations? 

But  again,  I  have  said  they  derive  their  very 
existence  from  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey. 
Let  that  Legislature  withdraw  theiV  privileges,  as 
it  can  do  to-morrow,  by  repealing  their  charters, 
and  what  becomes  of  them  then?  There  is  then 
no  Raritan  and  Delaware  Bay  Railroad  Company. 
There  is  then  no  Atlantic  and  Camden  Railroad 
Company.  What  then  becomes  of  our  legisla- 
tion? The  people  of  New  Jersey,  the  Camden 
and  Amboy  Railroad  Company,  and  the  world 
will  laugh  at  us  for  our  folly.     If  we  want  a  cor- 

£  oration,  let  us  have  one  of  our  own  making. 
let  us,  if  you  please,  have  a  corporation  to  make 
a  road  from  Washington  to  New  York;  but  let 
it  be  our  corporation,  amenable  to  our  laws,  with 
a  charter  subject  to  modification  and  repeal  here, 
and  not  in  any  State  Legislature.  Let  us  not  mix 
up  jurisdictions  in  the  ridiculous  way  in  which  it 
seems  to  me  this  bill  proposes  to  mix  up  those  of 
New  Jersey  and  the  United  Stales. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  on  many  occasions,  that 
the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Company  is 
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beliaving  badly  to  nil  the  i-pst  of  the  people  of  tlic 
United  States.    It  is  very  possible.    Railroad  com- 

fianies  have  a  habit  of  doing  that.  It  is  notpecu- 
iar  to  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Com- 
pany. But  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad 
Company  is  not  our  creature.  We  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  We  can  lake  possession  of  its  road 
for  military  purposes  whenever  we  choose.  We 
can  take  possession  of  its  road  for  postal  purposes, 
as  far  as  is  necessary,  whenever  we  choose;  but 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  corporation.  We 
cannot  sit  in  judgment  upon  it,  and  say  that  it  has 
or  has  not  exercised  the  powers  given  to  it.  This 
monopoly,  which  is  so  much  decried  here,  will 
expire  in  five  years  from  this  time;  and  for  that 
five  years  we  are  asked  to  do  this  unwarranted 
and  unprecedented  folly. 

But  how  far  has  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Rail- 
road Company  injured  the  rest  of  mankind.'  I 
am  told  that  the  through  traveling  between  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  on  the  Camden  and  Am- 
boy railroad,  is  as  cheap  as  on  any  distance  of  the 
like  length  between  New  York  and  Washington. 
Is  that  so?  I  am  told  it  is.  I  believe  the  railroads 
in  my  own  State  are  not  cheaper  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  freight,  merchandise,  and  passengers  than 
this  road.  So  that  after  all  the  complaints  I  do 
not  see  that  they  amount  to  much.  It  is  said  that 
this  railroad  company  taxes  every  traveler  cross- 
ing ti>e  State  ten  cents  a  head.  I  wonder  whether 
any  outsider  that  has  crossed  New  Jersey  on  the 
Camden  and  Amboy  railroad  line  ever  paid  that 
tax.  1  guess  not.  It  is  simply  a  tax  on  the  com- 
pany for  its  chartered  privileges.  That  is  the 
price  which  this  company  pays  for  this  exclusive 
right  up  to  18G9;  and  it  may  be  that  it  hasa  right 
to  those  exclusive  privileges  by  paying  the  tax. 
But  when  I  get  my  ticket  in  Philadelphia  for  New 
York  for  a  less  sum  than  I  pay  forgoing  the  same 
distance  in  any  other  direction,  does  it  make  any 
difference  to  me  whether  the  Camden  and  Amboy 
railroad  pay  ten  cents  of  the  amount  to  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  or  not?     It  strikes  me  not. 

But,  sir,  all  our  railroads  pay  taxes.  All  our 
companies  are  taxed,  and  why  should  not  this 
railroad  be  taxed  in  some  way?  This  objection, 
it  seems  to  me,  falls  to  the  ground  when  it  is  shown 
that  the  traveling  public  are  not  injured,  they  hav- 
ing to  pay  no  more  for  traveling  over  this  road 
than  they  have  to  pay  for  traveling  the  same  dis- 
tance in  any  other  direction. 

But  the  same  objection  is  made  against  the  le- 
gislation of  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  It  is  said 
that  the  State  of  New  Jersey  obstructs  the  travel 
over  her  territory.  Let  us  for  a  moment  look  at 
that.  Do  gentlemen  know  that  more  railroad 
lines  are  completed  and  in  progress  of  construc- 
tion across  the  State  of  New  Jersey  than  across 
any  other  State  of  the  same  size  in  the  United 
States?  There  are  no  less  than  eleven  railroad 
lines,  almost  all  of  them  completed  and  running, 
across  the  State  of  New  Jersey;  ay,  sir,  eleven 
railroads  running  from  one  border  of  New  Jersey 
to  the  other,  and  yet  we  are  met  with  the  asser- 
tion that  she  is  a  selfish  State,  and  will  not  let 
people  cross  her  territory.  Where  is  the  ground 
for  that  charge?    Nowhere,  sir,  nowhere. 

It  is  true  that  all  of  these  roads  do  not  center 
in  Philadelphia,  and  therefore  some  of  my  col- 
leagues from  that  neighborhood  may  object  that 
they  are  not  railroads  at  all,  or,  at  least,  not  rail- 
roads worthy  gf  consideration;  but,  sir,  dividing 
all  mankind  into  two  classes,  Pliiladelphia  and  the 
rest  of  the  world,  to  the  latter  divismn  this  ob- 
jection would  not  be  entitled  to  the  same  weight. 

It  is  said  that  New  Jersey  is  in  the  habit  of 
voting  wrong.  That  remark  is  made  by  gentle- 
men on  this  side  of  the  House.  Well,  sir,  I  ad- 
mit, more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger,  that  New  Jer- 
sey is  open  to  that  charge;  and  I  am  .sorry  for  it. 
I  am  always  sorry,  when  1  look  across  the  Dela- 
ware and  see  that  beautiful  little  State,  that  she 
iihould  be  so  near  out  of  the  Union  as  she  seems 
sometimes  to  be.  And  if  gcnih^men  will  contrive 
some  way  to  make  the  State  of  New  Jersey  vote 
right,  if  they  will  accomplish  that  object  oven  by 
congressional  enactments — constitutional  ones — 
I  will  unite  heartily  with  them  in  it.  But,  sir,  I 
will  not  take  part  in  any  petty  quarrel  between 
No  w  Jersey  corporations  merely  because  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  dons  not  vote  right. 

The  State  of  New  Jersey,  however,  may  not  bo 
utterly  beyond  hope  even  in  this  respect,  as  will 
be  neon  in  the  fact  that  one  gentleman  upon  thi.s 


side  of  the  House  comes  from  that  State.  And, 
sir,  let  us  hope  that  the  State  of  New  Jersey  will 
do  better  in  future.  Let  us  advi»e  her  to  reform 
her  politics.  All  that  is  well  enough,  but  is  it 
worth  while  because  she  is  in  the  habit  of  voting 
wrong  to  undertake  to  amend  her  State  enact- 
ments, or  to  interfere  with  the  decisions  of  her 
State  courts  on  tlje  powers  of  her  own  corpora- 
tions?   Let  us  not  do  that. 

The  remark  is  often  made,  for  the  purpose,  per- 
haps, of  taunting  New  Jersey  men,  that  if  New 
Jersey  were  located  a  few  hundred  miles  further 
south  she  would  be  alongside  the  parties  she  likes 
best;  and,  sir,  if  I  believed  that  assertion  were  true 
I  would  not  still  strain  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution against  her. 

I  have  before  me  two  maps  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  and  I  would  like  any  gentleman  who  pro- 
poses to  vote  for  this  bill  to  look  at  these  maps. 
I  invite  any  gentleman  especially  who  supposes 
that  by  voting  for  this  bill  he  is  voting  for  an  air 
line,  to  look  at  them,  and  see  the  kind  of  air  line 
it  is  proposed  to  establish.  I  w'as  taught  to  be- 
lieve a  straight  line  the  shortest  distance  between 
two  points,  and  I  really  think  the  map  had  bet- 
ter be  well  examined  before  this  House  under- 
takes to  establish  this  as  an  air  line  between  Phil- 
adelphia and  New  York. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  conclude  by  simply  repeating 
that  the  present  laws  supply  the  place  of  the  one 
now  proposed,  so  far  as  any  military  necessity  or 
postal  necessity  is  concerned,  and  we  have  then  no 
need  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  on  that  account. 

Then,  as  far  as  commerce  is  concerned,  this 
proposed  legislation  is  at  least  not  shown  to  be 
necessary.  Besides  that,  this  bill  proposes  to  take 
hold  of  those  State  creatures,  which  we  cannot 
control  even  if  we  are  disposed  to;  creatures  that 
will  die  the  very  moment  the  legislative  privileges 
in  their  charters  are  taken  from  them  by  the  State 
of  New  Jersey. 

Considering  then  the  measure,  so  far  as  the  al- 
leged objects  are  concerned,  needless  and  per- 
nicious, useless  and  ridiculous  in  every  other 
point  of  view,  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  do  not  desire,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, to  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  but  a  short 
time  on  this  question.  As  I  observe  nearly  all  those 
who  have  addressed  the  House  this  morning,  and 
are  seeking  the  floor,  are  on  one  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, it  occurs  to  me  a  few  wordsought  to  besaid 
in  favor  of  this  bill. 

Before  I  speak  to  the  merits  of  the  question  I 
must  bt;  allowed  to  express  my  disapprobation  of 
all  that  class  of  remarks^of  which  we  have  had 
very  much  since  this  debate  began,  respecting  the 
motives  of  gentlemen  connected  with  this  matter, 
of  the  motives  of  committees  of  the  House,  and 
of  members  of  the  House.  Itseems  tome  that  this 
is  all  unworthy  of  this  House,  of  its  committees, 
and  its  members. 

Some  member  has  intimated  since  this  debate 
began  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  was 
not  unanimous  in  their  action  upon  this  bill.  I 
would  be  glad  to  know  whatgentlernan  is  author- 
ized to  say  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
was  or  was  not  unanimous.  I  would  be  glad  to 
know  what  member  of  the  House  or  what  mem- 
ber of  a  committee  claims  that  he  has  the  right  to 
state  what  things  occurred  within  the  committee- 
room.  It  is  my  understanding  of  the  duty  of  a 
member  that  he  shall  not  state  the  action  inside  a 
committee,  except  so  far  as  he  is  authorized  by 
that  committee.  If  any  member  of  the  Military 
Committee  is  opposed  to  this  bill  he  can  speak 
for  himself.  We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  there 
are  outside  influences  at  work  here,  that  the  lob- 
bies are  full  of  corporation  agents,  which  are 
crowding  around  upon  us  on  all  hands  and  press- 
ing their  influences  upon  the  committees  and  the 
House.  Now  I  have  to  say  to  all  this,  that  such 
remarks  are  wholly  unworthy  of  men  called  upon 
to  enact  laws  for  a  great  |icople,  and  should  be 
laid  aside  as  undignilicd  and  unbefitting  the  char- 
acter of  men  holding  the  high  place  of  legislators 
for  the  American  nation. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Broom- 
AI.I.]  who  has  just  addressed  the  House  stated 
that  New  Jersey  politics.  New  Jersey  interests, 
and  New  Jersey  legislation  were  brought  before 
us  and  aniinad  verted  upon  in  order  to  control  our 
action.  This  is  all  small-talk,  and  should  not 
have  a  feather's  weight  in  determining  the  action 
of  this  body. 


I  will  endeavor  to  state  the  merits  of  the  meas- 
ure, as  I  understand  it.  I  ask  attention  to  the 
fact  at  the  outset  that,  outside  of  all  collateral  con- 
siderations, this  is  only  a  part  of  a  much  greater 
question  which  we  are  called  upon  to  decide.  The 
gentleman  who  addressed  us  this  morning  face- 
tiously treated  the  Raritan  and  Atlantic  railroad 
as  a  part  of  a  proposed  air-line  road,  and  has 
given  us  a  lesson  drawn  from  the  horn-books  of 
elementary  geometry  to  prove  that  the  broken  line 
of  this  railroad  does  not  come  up  to  Euclid's  defi- 
nition of  a  straight  line.  We  do  notneed  discus- 
sions of  that  sort  to  enable  us  to  understand  the 
nature  of  a  monopoly  or  our  duties  as  legislators. 
The  question,  I  say,  belongs  to  the  larger  ques- 
tion of  more  railroad  facilhies  between  New  York 
and  Washington.  The  ccmsiderations  which  bear 
upon  that  bear  also  upon  this.  It  is  a  notorious 
fact  that  the  means  of  communication  between 
the  commercial  metropolis  and  the  political  me- 
tropolis of  this  country  are  exceedingly  deficient. 
This  cannot  be  denied.  We  have  it  from  the  Post 
Office  Department,  we  have  it  from  the  War  De- 
partment, we  have  it  from  the  business  public, 
and  we  have  it  from  the  experience  of  every  gen- 
tleman who  has  traveled  over  this  route  or  has 
had  occasion  to  transport  freight  over  it.  Every- 
body knows  that  there  is  scarcely  to  be  found  in 
the  United  States  railroad  facilities  between  any 
two  important  cities  so  inadequate  as  those  be- 
tween New  York  and  Washington. 

There  is  a  fact  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  and  I  have  the  consent  of 
the  committee  to  which  I  belong  to  state  it,  that 
in  reply  to  a  letter  addressed  to  him,  the  (Quarter- 
master General  states  that  the  facilities  of  the 
present  roads  are  not  sufficient  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  forage  for  the  animals  belonging  to  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  and  the  troops  about  this 
city.  He  states  officially  that  it  requires  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  car-loads  of  long  forage 
and  seventy-four  car-loads  of  short  forage  per 
day  to  feed  the  Government  animals  attached  to 
the  army  in  front  of  Washington.  This  does  not 
include  all  the  transportation  of  quartermasters' 
stores.  It  does  not  include  commissary  supplies 
at  all.  It  does  not  include  the  ordinary  necessi- 
ties of  trade  in  this  capital.  It  is  only  this  one 
item — the  supply  of  the  animals  of  the  army — 
that  requires  four  hundred  and  forty-nine  car- 
loads per  day,  and  all  this  must  come  to  the  city 
of  Washington  over  a  single  track,  the  only  meana 
of  access  in  time  of  winter  to  the  great  capital  of 
the  nation.  A  large  part  of  these  supplies  comes 
over  the  line  between  New  York  and  this  place. 
When  the  ice  blockade  occurred,  on  the  1st  of 
January  last  and  the  week  succeeding,  theduar- 
termaster  General  reported  that  he  got  but  twenty 
loads  of  forage  over  that  line  for  a  whole  week. 
He  should  have  had  seven  times  four  hundred 
and  forty-nine.  The  Potomac  was  blockaded 
with  ice,  and  the  railroad  itself,  which  in  two 
places  crosses  an  arm  of  the  sea,  was  also  blocked 
with  ice. 

The  duartermaster  further  reported  that  if  the 
blockade  had  continued  one  week  more  the  ani- 
mals of  tha  army  would  have  been  in  a  starving 
condition. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  New  York.  I  would  inquire 
of  the  gentleman  whetherall  the  forage  comes  from 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  No,  sir,  notallof  it,  but  a 
very  large  share  of  it  does. 

I  am  speaking  now  of  the  general  necessity;  I 
will  come  to  the  special  necessity  directly.  I  say 
it  stands  before  this  Government  as  a  matter  of 
fact  that  had  God  let  Flis  ice  remain  in  the  river 
two  weeks  longer,  the  animals  of  the  army  of  the 
Potomac  would  have  been  dead.  You  could  not 
have  fed  your  army,  you  could  not  have  pre- 
served your  animals,  you  could  not  have  main- 
tained your  war,  if  the  providence  of  God  had  not 
broken  the  fetters  of  winter,  simply  because  a 
power  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  but  in 
the  hands  of  a  great  corporation,  holds  the  key 
to  all  communication  between  this  and  the  outside 
world. 

Now  the  question  comes,  has  this  Government 
the  right  to  protect  itself;  has  this  great  nation 
the  right  to  feed  itself;  has  it  the  right  to  feed  ita 
Army?  If  it  has  any  of  these  rights,  it  has  all 
the  consequent  right  of  searching  out,  of  finding, 
of  adopting  and  using  the  means  to  accomplian 
this  purpose.     No  amall-talk  about  New  Jersey 
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nnd  Pennsylvania  politics, no  small-tnlk  about  an 
air  line,  a  broken  line,  or  curved  line,  will  meet 
this  gigantic  fact  which  stares  Congress  in  the 
face  that  we  must  feed  our  Army,  and  use  the 
means  to  do  so  by  increasing  our  railroad  facili- 
ties from  this  place  to  the  outside  world.  And  if 
we  must  increase  these  anywhere,  most  of  all 
Bhould  we  increase  them  between  this   and  the 

freat  commercial  metropolis  of  tlie  nation.     Now 
turn  from  this  general  consideration  to  the  spe- 
cific one,  the  bill  before  ua. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  New  York.  The  gentleman 
speaks  of  obstructions  by  reason  of  ice.  I  wish 
to  inquire  whether  that  will  be  remedied  in  the 
future  if  this  bill  is  passed?  In  other  words,  is 
the  obstruction  on  either  of  the  roads  in  this  bill? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  will  answer  that  the  pro- 
posed new  road,  for  the  construction  of  which  the 
select  committee  on  that  subject  has  prepared  a 
bill,  will  be  on  a  line  above  tide-water,  where  all 
the  streams  can  be  permanently  bridged,  thereby 
avoiding  the  ice,  and  completely  answering  the 
question  which  the  gentleman  raises. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  New  York.  I  repeat  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  interruption  is  upon  either  of 
these  roads  under  consideration? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  have  thus  far,  as  I  said 
before,  only  discussed  the  general  question. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  New  York.  How  will  this 
bill  remove  thegrievance  of  which  he  has  spoken? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Will  the  gentleman  please 
have  patience  ?  I  have  thus  far  only  elaborated 
the  fact  that  we  are  miserably  and  notoriously 
deficient  in  means  of  communication  between  this 
city  and  New  York;  and  now,  as  a  necessary  co- 
rollary to  that,  anything  we  can  do  to  increase  the 
facilities  between  this  and  that  place  will  be  agen- 
eral  help  to  the  necessities  of  transportation. 

The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  has  done  what 
perhaps  it  liad  the  right  to  do.  I  do  not  inter- 
fere with  that,  and  I  do  not  ask  this  House  to 
legislate  for  New  Jersey,  but  for  thfe  Union.  That 
State  made  an  arrangement  that  there  should  be 
a  railroad  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
and  placed  limitations  and  restrictions  in  the  char- 
ter of  that  road.  It  provided  that  no  other  I'oad 
should  do  the  through  business  between  those  two 
points.  Now  that  is  the  only  point  with  which 
we  have  to  deal  here.  Suppose  New  Jersey  had 
made  a  law  that  there  should  never  be  any  rail- 
road through  her  territory.  If  she  were  isolated 
like  Florida  she  probably  might  have  made  such 
a  law  without  wrong  to  her  sister  States,  and  it 
could  not  have  been  considered  an  interference 
with  general  commerce  between  the  States. 

But,  I  ask,  gentlemen,  if  New  Jersey,  located 
as  she  is,  had  passed  such  a  law,  would  any  of 
you  deny  the  right  of  the  General  Government  to 
order  or  permit  the  construction  of  a  road  across 
that  State  for  the  general  good  of  the  country? 
Let  u.s  take  a  stronger  case.  There  is  one  State 
in  the  Union  that  cuts  the  Union  in  two,  and  that 
is  the  State  of  New  Yorjf .  Its  northern  boundary 
touches  the  British  dominions,  and  its  southern 
boundary  touches  the  sea.  It  is  the  only  land 
communication  between  New  England  and  the 
West.  Suppose  that  New  York  should  decree 
that  there  shouKl  be  no  railroads  forever  within 
her  limits;  then  no  man  in  New  England  Muld 
reach  the  West  except  by  tRe  sea  or  throi^h  n 
foreign  country. 

Now, suppose  thatinstead  of  such  alawasthat 
she  should  have  enacted  that  there  should  be  but 
one  railroad  across  her  territory,  but  one  high- 
way between  New  England  and  the  West,  and 
suppose  that  that  road  could  do  but  three  fourths 
of  the  required  business;  I  ask  if  that  would  not 
be  precisely  the  same  as  though  New  York  should 
decree  that  one  fourth  of  all  the  necessary  busi- 
ness between  New  England  and  the  West  should 
never  be  done;  if  she  would  not  thus  destroy  one 
fourth  of  all  the  commerce  between  New  England 
and  the  West.  And  I  ask  any  gentleman  If,  in 
that  event,  he  would  not  consider  it  our  duty  to 
give  the  rights  of  New  England  and  the  West  a 
hearing  on  this  floor,  and  if  he  would  not  feel  it 
to  be  our  duty  to  override  that  decision  of  New 
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York,  and  determine  that  free  course  should  be 
given  to  the  commerce  between  the  great  West 
and  the  New  England  States.  It  seems  to  me 
that  no  sane  man  can  doubt  it. 

A  precisely  similar  thing  has  been  done  by  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.  It  is  true  she  does  not  span 
the  continent;  it  is  true  she  does  not  reach  from 
the  ocean  to  Canada;  but  she  does  lie  exactly  be- 
tween the  two  great  cities  which  are  the  political 
and  commercial  centers  of  this  country,  and  it 
happens  to  be  in  her  power,  if  we  do  not  exercise 
a  superior  power,  to  say  that  there  s'liall  be  no 
road,  or  that  there  shall  be  but  one  road  used  be- 
tween those  two  great  cities. 

Now,  she  has  chosen  not  to  do  the  former,  not 
to  interdict  all  roads,  but  to  do  the  latter,  namely, 
to  say  that  there  shall  be  no  commerce  between 
Washington  and  New  York  beyond  what  one  road 
is  able  and  willing  to  do.  Who  will  deny  that  this 
is  pro  tanto  an  interdiction  of  commerce — a  decis- 
ion that  all  the  surplus  business  over  and  above 
What  the  Camden  and  Amboy  road  can  do  shall 
not  be  doneatall?  If  there  isone  pound  of  freight 
everoiTered  for  transportation  over  that  road  more 
than  it  can  carry,  and  carry  promptly,  then  I  tell 
you  that  New  Jersey  has  decided  by  solemn  law 
that  that  pound  of  freight  shall  not  be  carried  by 
railroad  across  her  territory.  She  has  absolutely 
interdicted  it.  It  is  to  meet  this  very  urgency  that 
the  power  of  tjiis  Congress  is  now  invoked. 

Now,  what  constitutional  powers  do  we  possess 
in  this  behalf?  If  gentlemen  will  take  time  to  read 
the  very  able  report  of  my  colleague  on  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  the  gentleman  frotn  Connecticut, 
[Mr.  Deming,]  they  will  see  that  five  distinct 
times  has  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  af- 
firmed and  exercised  this  right  to  establish  mili- 
tary and  post  roads,  and  to  regulate  commerce  be- 
tween the  States  in  the  way  of  opening  roads  or 
permitting  the  openingof  roads  and  bridges — five 
clear  and  well  defined  cases.  And  not  only  so, 
but  on  one  memorable  occasion  which  is  fresh  in 
all  our  recollections,  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  actually  annulled  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  upon  this  question. 
The  Supreme  Court  declai-ed  the  Wheeling  bridge 
structure  a  public  nuisance;  decided  that  itexisted 
without  sufficient  warrant  of  law  and  should  be 
removed. 

Immediately  on  the  rendering  of  that  decision 
by  the  Supreme  Court  this  Congress  passed  a 
law  declaring  that  structure  alawfuLoneand  part 
of  a  post  road,  any  law  of  any  Statwr  decisions 
of  any  court  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Will  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Broomall,]  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  claim 
that  this  was  an  indignity  to  the  Supreme  Court? 
He  says  that  the  legislation  proposed  here  is  an  in- 
dignity to  the  Legislature  and  the  judiciary  of  New 
Jersey.  Well,  New  Jersey  has  risen  very  high 
in  her  dignity  if  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
can  interfere  with  her  dignity  by  legislating  as  it 
has  done  five  times  before.  If  New  Jersey  js  in- 
sulted by  this  legislation,  what  will  the  gentleman 
say  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
whose  edict  was  at  once  revoked  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States?  I  know  of  no  power  on 
earth  that  should  possess  more  dignity  than  the 
sovereignty  of  the  American  people  in  Congress 
assembled.  I  know  of  no  body  politic,  corpo- 
rate, or  national,  that  can  be  insulted  by  the  legit- 
imate and  constitutional  action  of  this  body. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  Thegentleman  iscertainly 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  i  claimed  the  wantof 
power  in  Congress  to  make  such  enactments,  or 
that  I  stated  that  the  dignity  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  would  be  insulted.  I  claimed  no  dignity 
for  New  Jersey  and  denied  no  power  to  Congress; 
I  merely  denied  the  policy  of  amending  New  Jer- 
sey legislation  by  act  of  Congress. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  If  the  gentleman's  state- 
ment of  his  own  position  be  correct — and  of  course 
I  accept  it,  but  1  distinctly  understood  him  oth- 
erwise— I  do  not  agree  with  him  that  we  should 
never  interfere  and  amend  things  that  are  wrong. 
I  take  it  to  be  our  special  duty  here  to  do  justice, 
and  if  any  of  the  powers  that  behave  done  injus- 


tice to  correct  that  injustice  either  by  amending 
or  abrogating  their  action.  I  am  very  glad  that 
the  gentleman  has  taken  away  all  suspicion  that 
he  denies  the  power  of  Congress  to  legislate  on 
this  subject. 

Now,  what  are  the  facts  in  relation  to  this  New- 
Jersey  railroad  ?  That  it  is  a  complete  and  sweep- 
ing monopoly  no  man  can  deny.  That  it  has  paid 
the  revenues  and  expenses  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  for  many  years  has  been  proven  on  this 
floor  beyond  any  doubt.  Not  a  dollar  of  tax  for 
the  current  expenses  of  the  government  of  New 
Jersey  has  been  levied  for  years  until  this  war 
began.  The  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroiid  Com- 
pany has  paid  jjj,2,600,000since  it  received  its  char- 
ter into  the  treasury  of  the  Stateof  New  Jersey. 
And  that  has  been  collected,  not  on  the  local  busi- 
ness of  the  New  Jersey  people,  but  on  the  through 
business  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  nine 
tenths  of  which  was  collected  from  men  who  were 
not  citizens  of  New  Jersey.  Disguise  it  under 
any  color  you  please.  New  Jersey 's  taxes  have 
been  paid  by  citizens  of  other  States.  The  gov* 
ernment  of  the  State  of  Now  Jersey  has  been 
sustained  by  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  of  New 
York,  of  the  West,  and  of  New  England,  and  not 
by  her  own  citizens.  It  is  very  true  that  if  any 
man  in  the  interior  of  New  Jersey  chanced  to  go 
over  to  Philadelphia,  and  buy  his  ticket  to  New 
York,  he  paid  his  ten  cents  tax  to  the  State;  but 
it  is  also  true  that  if  he  had  staid  inside  his  own 
border  he  would  have  had  to  pay  less  per  mile  to 
ride  over  the  road  than  he  would  have  been  charged 
as  a  through  passenger.  This  has  been  a  crying 
shame  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  the  country. 
Men  of  justice  and  equity  have  condemned  it  ev- 
erywhere, ^say  it  without  any  ill-feeling  toward 
New  Jersey  or  her  people.  It  has  brouglita  cloud 
over  the  fair  fame  of  New  Jersey  which,  if  1  were 
a  Representative  from  that  State,  I  should  be  the 
first  to  desire  to  see  removed. 

Now,  what  is  the  purpose  of  the  bill  before  us? 
A  line  of  road  has  been  constructed  from  the  Rar- 
itan  bay  to  Philadelphia,  or  rathel-  to  the  middle 
of  the  stream  opposite  to  Philadelphia.  The  su- 
preme court  of  New  Jersey  has  decided,  first,  that 
that  road  is  a  legal  structure.  Put  a  point  there. 
Let  that  be  noted.  But  the  court  has  also  de- 
clared that  although  the  road  is  a  legal  structure, 
no  man  in  Philadelphia  can  ride  over  it  to  New 
York;  that  no  freight  from  Philadelphia  can  be 
carried  over  it  to  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
court  has  sealed  up  the  two  ends  of  the  road,  k 
has  sealed  it  at  the  middle  of  the  river  opposite 
Philadelphia.  It  has  sealed  it  at  high-water  mark 
on  the  Raritan  bay. 

Now,  what  is  asked  of  Congress?  We  are 
asked  to  commence  on  the  State  line  and  unseal 
one  end  of  the  road.  And  we  are  asked  to  go  to 
high-water  mark,  at  the  boundary  of  the  ocean, 
which  is  under  our  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and 
unseal  the  other  end  of  the  road.  That  is  what 
we  are  asked  to  do. 

But  I  am  informed  that  the  morning  hour  has 
expired.  I  have  but  a  few  words  more  to  add, 
which  I  shall  submit  when  the  consideration  of 
this  bill  is  resumed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  before 
the  House  proceeds  to  other  business,  that  in  the 
remark  made  by  him  some  minutes  since  as  to 
this  bill  coming  up  on  Tuesday  next,  he  was 
mistaken  in  this  respect.  The  Chair  now  recol- 
lects that  by  unanimous  consent,  some  days  ago, 
permission  was  given  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  to  occupy  the  morning  hour  of  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  next  with  their  reports.  Unless 
therefore  the  Naval  Committee  shall  have  com- 
pleted their  reports  before  the  expiration  of  the 
morning  hour  on  Wednesday,  this  bill  will  come 
up  in  order  on  Thursday  of  next  week  in  the 
morning  hour. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY  BILL. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
I  present  the  report  of  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  Military  Academy  appropriation  bill. 

The  report  was  read.     It  states  that  after  full 
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i\nd  fien  confeirnre  the  coniniittee  recommend  to  j 
their  respectivi!  Houses  that  the  House  of  Rep-  i 
resentdtives  recede  from  tlieir  nmendment  to  the 
foarth  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the 
same  with  an  amendment,  striking  out  from  tiie  ! 
faid  amendment  of  the  Senate  from  line  six  to 
line  fourteen  inchisive;  and  that  the  Senate  agree 
to  ll>e  said  amendment. 

Mr.  FENTON.  The  effect  of  this  amendment 
is  tn  strii<e  out  the  Inst  portion  of  section  five,  by 
whicii.as  adopted  by  liie  Senate,  tlie  President 
is  authorized  to  appoint  cadets  to  the  Military 
Academy  for  districts  not  now  represented  in 
Congress. 

Tiie  House  nmendment  to  that  portion  of  liic 
Senate  amendment  was  to  .strike  out  that  which 
1  liave  referred  to,  and  to  insert  "  that  for  one 
year  from  the  1st  of  January  next  an  additional 
cadet  for  each  district  may  be  appointed,  as  now 
provided  for  by  law." 

There  are  now  about  two  hundred  and  ninety 
cadets  at  the  Military  Academy.  If  the  amend- 
ment of  the  HoMse  should  prevail  it  would  add  to 
the  rmmber  now  tliere,  as  1  understand,  about 
one  hundred  and  ninety,  making  the  whole  num- 
ber at  the  Academy  about  five  hundred. 

Now,  tliere  are  not  accommodations  sufficient 
in  tlie  Academy  for  over  three  hundred  and  ninety 
or  four  hundred  cadets,  and  this  being  the  fact, 
the  nmendment  of  the  House  was  rendered  inad- 
missible. The  proposition  then  recurred  upon 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  allow  the  Presi- 
dent to  fill  up  the  vacancies  for  districts  not  rep- 
resented in  Congress.  To  this  the  committee 
upon  the  part  of  the  House  did  not  agree;  and  it 
was  agreed  upon  the  part  of  the  conferees  of  both 
the  House  and  the  Senate  to  entirely  strike  out 
that  portion  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which 
leavis  the  law  as  it  now  stands  without  nnyalter- 
nlion  or  amendment.  1  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

Mr,  STEVENS.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman a  question,  if  he  will  withdraw  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  FENTON.     I  will,  certainly. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  want  to  know  whether 
BOiTie  power  in  this  Government,  without  any 
law,  has  not  been  appointing  a  large  number  of 
cadets,  and  if  so,  whether  that  cannot  be  reme- 
died, and  whether  it  is  remedied  by  this  report. 

Mr.  FENTON.  It  is  not  remedied  by  this  re- 
port. The  law,  if  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference  be  adopted,  will  not  be  changed  in  any 
respect  in  regard  to  the  authority  oC  members  of 
Congress  or  others  to  appoint  cadets  to  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  nor  will  the  number  authorized 
be  increased. 

During  the  last  year  or  two — to  answer  the  ques- 
tion of  the  gentleman  fully — there  have  been  in  all, 
1  believe,  forty-seven  or  forty-eight  appointments 
made  to  the  Military  Academy  in  addition  to  those 
nppointed  in  the  manner  heretofore  practiced.  I 
was  informed  by  a  Senator  who  is  very  conversant 
with  this  subject  that  the  additional  number  was 
forty-seven;  but  General  Totten's  report  shows 
that  sixty-two  have  been  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Secretary  of  War  other  than  those  ap- 
pointed in  the  ordinary  way  through  the  members 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  What  I  desire  now  to  know 
is,  by  what  authority  they  were  appointed,  under 
what  law. 

Mr.  PIKE.    The  Secretary  of  War  simply  ap- 
pointed thett. 
,,    Mr.  STEVENS.    Then  it  was  without  any  law 

Mr.  FENTON.  The  honorable  gentleman  is 
a  belter  lawyer  than  I  am,  and  if  he  is  in  doubt 
a«  to  the  authority  or  construction  of  law  it  is  in 
voin  for  nie  to  attempt  to  explain. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
tippointments  made  by  tlie  President  and  Secre- 
tary of  War  are  of  persons  residing  in  the  districts 
in  which  the  members  huve  failed  to  make  nom- 
inations. 1  believe  the  law  requires  that  at  least 
lu  be  (l()iie. 

Mr.  FENTON.  They  are  not,  except,  1  be- 
lieve, in  three  or  four  instances.  Most  of  those 
who  have  been  appointed  in  the  manner  I  referred 
lo  have  been  taken  from  the  Army  in  the  field  on 
the  recommendation  to  the  Prt^sident  by  corps 
conimanderH.  1  understand  that  twenty-seven 
appoinied  in  this  way  were  sent  from  the  iirniy  of 
the  Weat  under  the  recomniendation  of  General 


Sherman  and  other  officers  in  General  Grant's 
command.  There  were  three  from  the  army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  others  from  different  divisions 
of  the  army  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  making  in  all, 
as  I  am  informed,  forty-seven. 

I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  withdraw  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  withdraw  it  to  hear  what 
the  gentleman  has  to  say. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  As  I  under- 
stand, the  latter  portion  of  section  five  has  been 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  FENTON.     That  is  so. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  That  will 
leave  the  first  part,  which  provides  that  no  por- 
tion of  the  money  hereby  appropriated  shall  be 
applied  to  the  sup^iortof  any  cadet  not  appointed 
in  conformity  with  law. 

Mr.  FENTON.  The  effect  of  that  portion  of 
the  Senate  amendment  which  is  left  is  this;  many 
appointments  have  hitherto  been  made  not  in  con- 
formity with  the  express  provision -of  law,  and 
under  the  amendment  that  cannot  be  done  here- 
after. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  That,  then, 
is  an  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  I  am  glad  that  it  is  in  the  bill  and 
is  likely  to  become  law,  so  as  to  prevent  illegal 
appointments  in  the  future. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Whatever  has  been  done 
heretofore  the  matter  will  be  right  hereafter.  I 
renew  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  FENTON  moved  to  reconsTSer  the  vote  by 
which  the  report  was  adopted;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

speaker's  table. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  the  House  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  business  upon  the 
Speaker's  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  business  upon  the  Speaker's  table  was 
taken  up  and  acted  upon  as  indicated  below. 

PAY  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS. 
Amendments  of  the  Senate  to  House  bill  No. 
302,  to  amend  section  nine  of  an  act  approved 
July  17,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  define  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  certain  officers  of  the  Army, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

CONVENTION  WITH  ECUADOR. 

Senate  anvendment  to  House  bill  No.  341,  to 
carry  into  dTl'ect  the  convention  with  Ecuador  for 
the  mutual  adjustment  of  claims. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  is  brief, 
and,  if  there  be  no  objection,  will  be  acted  on  now. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  amendment 
was  read,  as  follows; 

Strikeout  ".'J3,500"  and  insert  "$3,000;"  so  that  it  will 
read: 

That,  for  the  purpose  ofcnnylng  into  eflt'ctthe  conven- 
tion Willi  Ecuador  lor  the  niutu;il  adjustment  of  claims, 
signed  at  Quito,  on  the  25th  of  November,  1862,  the  com- 
mi.-slonor  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  be  allowed  a  compensation,  in  full  for  his  services,  of 
$3,000,  and  ten  dollars  a  day  in  comnnitation  of  traveling 
expenses  for  the  time  actually  and  necessai  ily  occupied  in 
going  from  the  place  of  his  residence  to  Guayaquil  and  re- 
turning to  his  home  after  the  termination  of  liis  duties. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
COLUMBIA  INSTITUTION. 

An  act  (S.  No.  163)  to  authorize  the  Columbia 
Institution  lor  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind 
to  confer  degrees;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Coniiriittee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

STEAM  FIKE-ENGINE. 

An  act  (S.  No.  168)  providing  for  the  purchase 
of  a  steam  fire-engine;  which  was  read  a  firstand 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  Di.strict  of  Columbia. 

SUMMARY  TRIAL  OP  MINOR  OFFENSES. 
An  act  (S.  No.  52)  to  provide  for  the  summary 
trial  of  minor  offensisagainsl  the  luwBof  the  Uni- 
ted States;    which  was  rend  a  first  and  second 


time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAB  COMPANY. 
An  act  (S.  No.  54)  to  incorporate  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

ENLISTMENTS. 

An  act  (S.  No.  151)  relating  to  enlistments,  and 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

UNION  GAS-LIGHT  COMPANY. 

An  act  (S.  No.  155)  to  incorporate  the  Union 
Gas-Light  Company  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  tiim;,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. '  «■«"•/  .' 
INDIAN  AFFAIRS  IN  CALIFORNIA.    '''''    '.'' 

An  act  (S.  No.  bO)  to  provide  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  Indian  affairs  in  California;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

WAR  COMMITTEE  EXPENSES. 

Joint  resolution  (S.  No.  37)  for  the  payment 
of  expenses  incurred  by  the  committee  on  the 
conduct  of  the  war;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

CONFEDERATE  STATES. 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  118)  to  abolish  certain  laws 
in  Iheconquered  territory  ofthecontederate  States, 
and  to  prescribe  terms  of  their  admission  into  the 
Union. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Let  that  bill  lie  upon  the 
table  for  the  present. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Mr.  DAWES  asked  for  indefinite  leave  of  ab- 
sence. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  leave  was  granted. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ih.e  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Brandegee  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  special  order,  being  House  bill 
No.  333,  to  provide  a  national  currency,  secured 
by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks,  and  to  provide 
for  the  circulation^and  redemption  thereof'. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Currency,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  shall  devise  a  seal,  with  suitable  inscriptions, 
for  Ills  ol^ee,  a  description  of  which,  with  a  certificate  of 
approval  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  be  filed  in 
theotTice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  with  an  impression  ihere- 
of,  which  shall  thereupon  become  the  seal  of  office  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  and  the  same  may  be  renewed 
when  necessary.  Every  certificate,  assignment,  and  con- 
veyance executed  by  the  Comptroller,  in  pursuance  of  any 
authority  conferred  on  him  by  law,  and  sealed  with  his  seal 
of  office,  shall  be  received  itl  evidence  in  all  places  and 
courts  whatsoever;  and  all  copies  of  papers  in  the  oflice 
of  the  Comptroller,  certified  by  him  and  aullicntlcated  by 
the  said  seal,  shall  in  all  cases  bo  evidence  equally  and  in 
like  manner  as  the  original.  An  impression  of  sucli  seal 
directly  on  the  paper  shall  be  as  valid  as  If  made  on  wax 
or  wafer. 

iSr.  PRUYN.  4  desire  to  call  attention  to  the 
latter  part  of  this  section,  and  to  inquire  whether 
the  provision  is  necessary  or  not.  1  believe  it  is 
the  practice  of  all  the  De]mrlments  to  imf)rcsa 
their  seals  directly  upon  the  paper  or  insirument 
used,  llseemslome  that  if  we  adopt  thi.s  clause 
we  shall  throw  a  doubt  upon  the  validity  of  such 
practice.  If  this  special  authority  is  needed  we 
should  make  it,  but  if  it  is  not  we  ought  not  to 
adopt  this  hitter  clause. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  hope  the  House  will  excuse 
mc  for  the  presumption  of  ri.sing  to  address  it 
upon  a  matter  so  dill'ering  as  this  bill  docs  from 
the  usual  [uirsuits  and  studies  of  my  lite;  but  so 
important  is  this  pro|iosed  change  of  the  currency 
of  the  whole  country, and  soalarniingis  this  trans- 
fer of  the  control  of  that  currency  from  the  States 
which  have  hitherto  held  it  in  custody  now  ex- 
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dusivcly  to  tlie  Government  of  ilie  United  States, 
with  theconsequent  trnnsferof  nil  le<!;ialation  upon 
ihat.snliject  from  the  capitals  of  the  clifTeren  I  Slates 
of  this  Union  hereto  this  thecity  of  Washington — 
the  political  capital  of  the  country — that  presump- 
tuous as  it  may  be,  1  cannot  refrain  from  discharg- 
ing my  duly  to  the  great  commercialmetropolis 
and  its  hanking  interests  that  1  in  part  represent. 
1  hope,  I  say,  the  House  will  moreover  excuse 
mc  for  the  presumption  in  v/hich  1  seem  to  indulge 
in  venturing  also  to  come  into  conflict  with  the 
opinions  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. rioopER,]  whohasgiveiiso  much 
time,  attention,  and  study,  and  Svho  lias  had  so 
much  experience  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
money,  currency,  and  banking  of  the  country. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massacliu- 
s;etts  will  forgive  me  if  J  difTer  with  him  in  opin- 
ion, because  in  defense  of  that  difference  of  opinion 
[  am  able  to  say  1  was  educated  in  his  school,  in 
no  small  degree,  by  the  books  or  pamphlets  lie 
himself  has  written,  and  thus  1  had  become  a 
humble  pupil,  with  a  deference  to  his  principles 
of  bankirig  and  currency,  from  which  he  will  now 
find  it  difficult  to  uneducate  me.  One  of  the  books 
or  pamphlets  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
published  1  have  now  in  my  hand,  and  another  I 
have  in  my  library  at  home,  and  which  1  regret  I 
liave  not  here  to-dayfor  ourcommon  edification. 
These  books,  I  need  not  say  to  those  who  have 
read  them,  differ  altogether  from  the  newlightand 
new  lessons  which  in  his  speech  of  yesterday  he 
introduced  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  and 
for  the  instruction  of  the  country.  The  honorable 
gentleman  has  hitherto  been  a  hard  money  man, 
almost  of  the  hardest  kind, as  well  as  a  State  bank 
fnanof  the  strictest  and  straitest  school,  whereas 
riow  he  turns  up  here,  to  my  knowledge  for  the 
first  time,  as  an  advocate  of  irredeemable  paper 
money,  not  only  from  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
but  for  irredeemable  paper  money,  as  a  thing  per 
se  desirable  or  indispensable  in  the  existing  state 
of  things,  and  that  paper  money  to  be  issued 
not'in  commercial  centers  or  capitals,  but  exclu- 
sively here  in  the  political  capital  of  the  United 
Slates.  .      

Sir,  the  honorable  gentlerpan  is  tlie  organ  of  the 
committee  which  introduced  this  bill  before  the 
House-^a  bill  of  some  fifty  pages  in  length,  and 
having  in  it  sixty-four  sections.  The  three  best 
of  those  sections,  in  my  humble  judgment,  are  the 
three  last:  section  sixty-four,  which  reserves  to 
Us  the  power  and  the  right  at  any  time  to  amend, 
alter,  or  repeal  the  act;  section  sixty-three,  which 
exempts  one  of  the  banks  of  the  State  of  New 
York — the  Bank  of  Commerce — from  the  personal 
liability  provision  of  this  act,  and  which  takes 
that  bank  practically  out  of  the  act — a  provision 
excellent  in  itself,  but  defective  in  that  it  leaves 
the  other  forty-nine  banks  of  the  city  of  New 
York  wholly  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill; 
and  the  sixty-second  section,  considered  by  me 
as  the  very  best,  because  it  repeals  in  toto  the 
banking  law  of  1863,  and  thus  condemns  it  as 
unendurf;1)le  after  only  the  trial  of  a  single  year. 
Hence  I  pronounce  these  last  three  sections  of  the 
bill  to  be  the  very  best;  one,  because  it  reserves  to  us 
the  right  to  alter,  repeal;  another,  because  it  estab- 
lishes the  precedent  of  exempting  one  State  bank 
in  New  York;  and  the  third  because  it  repeals  an 
act  only  a  year  old,  and  thereby  comes  before  the 
country  confessedly  acknowledging  that  the  legis- 
lation of  that  year  was  hasty,  unwise,  unendur- 
able, and  necessary  to  be  repealed  after  the  expe- 
rience of  only  a  single  year. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Hooper]  was  pleased  to  say  in  his  speech 
that  "  the  State  banks  had  outlived  their  useful- 
ness." I  regretted  to  hear  such  a  remark  from 
the  honorable  gentleman,  but  I  suppose  I  must 
accept  his  remark  as  the  opinion  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  members  of  this  House,  who  have  not  only 
decreed  the  doom  of  the  State  banks,  but  are 
willing  to  use  his  strong  language,  and  hence  say 
"these  banks  have  outlived  their  usefulness.*' 
Alas!  we  have  reached  a  period  in  our  history 
when  too  many  of  our  State  rights  and  State 
institutions  have,  in  the  opinion  of  too  many 
mcn,oulliv(d  their  usefulness.  The  State  courts, 
in  the  judgment  of  too  many,  have  outlived  their 
usefulness,  and  hence  the  legislation  of  this  Cap- 
itol for  two  or  three  years  past,  has  been  vio- 
lently directed  to  take  from  the  Slates  not  only 
the  control  of  their  legislation,  but  the  control 


of  their  judiciary,  and  fo  transfer  the  power, 
authority,  dignity,  the  common  law  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  adjudications  upon  that  common 
law,  from  the  Slates  of  this  Union  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  here  in  this  capital. 
Other  State  institutions  havealso  "  outlived  their 
usefulness."  The  State  militia,  which  hither- 
to has  been  the  groat  defender  of  the  rights  of 
the  States  and  of  the  United  States,  our  gallant 
countrymen  having  up  to  this  period  always  ral- 
lied and  jirotected  their  country  ;  the  State  militia 
have  outlived  their  usefulness,  and  by  a  decree  of 
tl^ese  many  people,  the  State  militia  is  abolished, 
and  the  whole  military  power  of  this  country  is 
now  transferred  from  tlie  States  to  the  Federal 
Government.  State  institutions  of  all  kinds,  in- 
deed, if  not  already  abolished,  are  in  the  process 
of  being  abolished.  Why,  what  do  we  witness 
here  in  this  Hall  now.'  Day  after  day  we  hear 
speakers  on  this  floor  advocating  the  transfer  of 
State  internal  improvements  from  the  States  to 
the  United  States;  and  these  Slate*  internal  im- 
provements areabout  to  be  transferred,  orthreat- 
eiied  to  be  transferred,  from  the  capitals  of  the 
States,  such  as  Augusta  and  Albany  and  India- 
napolis and  Flarrisburg  to  the  Halls  of  this  Cap- 
itol. Indeed,  we  are  called  upon  here  practically 
to  incorporate  State  railroads,  and  to  take  from 
the  authorities  of  the  States  the  power  over  their 
internal  improvements,  when  that  power  has  been 
hitherto  legitimately  and  beautifully  exercised  by 
them  i|i  the  creation  of  the  most  wonderful  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements  ever  exhibited  by 
any  country  whatsoever  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

The  time  is  coniing,  if  this  process  of  legisla- 
tion is  to  go  on,  when  I  expect  to  see  discussed 
in  this  Hall  the  propriety  of  a  street  railroad  in 
Chicago  or  Springfield,  Illinois;  in  Albany,  or  in 
Augusta,  Maine;  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  or  in 
Milwaukee  or  San  Francisco;  or  the  propriety  of 
a  railroad  on  Broadway,  or  of  a  'cross-town  rail- 
road in  New  York;  and  when  the  lobbies  and 
galleries  of  this  Capitol  shall  be  unable  to  hold 
the  swarming  thousands  who  will  come  here  to 
press  upon  this  Congress  the  adjudication  of  all 
matters  whatsoever,  not  only  appertaining  to  the 
States  buttothe  municipalities  in  the  States.  Slate 
authority,  State  dignity,  State  power,  if  not  al- 
ready gone,  are  going.  They  are  held  up  at  auc- 
tion, as  it  were,  in  this  Capitol,  the  auctioneer 
crying  "Going!  going!"  alas!  under  the  ham- 
mer, soon  to  be  "gone!"  We  hear  now  for. 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  country  that 
State  banks ,  the  successful  creations  of  the  States 
of  this  Union  ever  since  the  creation  of  the  Bunk 
of  North  America  at  Philadelphia — that  "  State 
banks  have  outlived  their  usefulness!"  That  is 
authoritatively  pronounced  here,  and  we  are  in- 
voked to  take  from  the  States,  from  the  capitals 
of  the  States,  from  the  representatives  of  the  Slates 
in  those  capitals,  all  authority  whatsoever  over 
their  own  Stale  banks, and  to  vest  that  authority 
here  in  Washington,  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States  or  his  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  whole  scheme  for 
trampling  down  the  States  and  of  reducing  them 
to  mere  municipalities  or  corporations.  I  have 
never  been  in  my  political  position  an  ultra  States 
rights  man.  Educated  in  the  old  Whig  school 
in  the  middle  position  of  the  Democracy  and  of 
those  who  were  the  upholders  of  States  rights  in 
the  South,  my  politics  have  been  medium  poli- 
tics; but  here  is  a  system  of  Federal  centraliza- 
tion and  consolidation  never  dreamed  of  by  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  and  never  ventured  to  be  uttered 
by  any  of  the  monarchist  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution in  any  part  of  the  debates  which  resulted 
in  the  promulgation  of  that  Constitution  in  1787. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  how  many  Slate  banks 
there  were  in  1787.' 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  thank  the  honorable  gentle- 
man for  recalling  to  my  mind  that  period  and  that 
era. 

Sir,  when  in  1780  from  excessive  issues  of  pa- 
per Continental  money,  that  species  of  currency 
wasbecomingcomparatively  worthless, and  when 
the  credit  of  the  country  was  at  its  lowest  ebb, 
Robert  Morris  and  a  few  associates  started  a  bank 
in  Philadelphia,  the  principal  object  of  which  was 
to  supply  the  army  of  Washington  with  rations 
and  with  rum.  Congress  pledged  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  to  reimburse  and  indemnify  them. 
The  bank  then  established  and  which  afterwards, 


in  April,  1782,  was  chartered  by  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  no  mere  paper  money  bank,  such 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
would  now  by  hundreds  create,  but  a  hard  money 
bank  whose  notes  were  red(;ema.ble,  not  in  Conti- 
nental paper  but  in  gold  and  silver,  and  this,  too, 
in  the  darkest  period  of  the  American  Revolution. 
The  name  of  the  bank  thus  created  was  the  Bank  of 
North  America;  and  that  bank,  thatspecie-pay  ing 
bank,  theoffspripgof  the  financial  genius  of  Roli- 
ert  Morris,  it  was,  that  next  to  the  military  genius 
of  Washington  successfully  carried  us  through 
the  Revolution.  The  crisis  of  1776,  17ri0,  1781, 
and  1782  developed  great  minds  and  great  men 
worthy  of  the  era.  Washington  improvised  ar- 
mies, and  Robert  Morris  improvised  credit  and 
capital,  and  with  more  than  the  power  of  the  al- 
chemist converted  them  into  gold  and  silver.  Sir, 
I  never  speak  of  that  great  man,  Robert  Morris, 
but  with  reverence,  if  not  with  awe.  Oh!  that 
now  we  had  such  a  man  in  the  administration 
of  the  Government,  who  could  look  above  and 
through  these  mists  of  miserable  delusion,  these 
paper  legal  tenders  and  interest-bearingTit.'usury 
notes,  made  legal  tenders,  into  the  pure  mines  of 
silver  and  gold .  Oh!  that  some  Robert  Morris  in 
the  midst  of  this  our  civil  war,  in  1864,  would 
arise  as  in  1782  and  rescue  us  from  Treasury 
notes,  but  another  name  for  the  Continental  money 
of  the  Revolution  of  1783!  Nay,  why  should 
not  the  honorable  gentleman  from  iVIassachusetls 
aspire  to  the  immortal  fame  of  Robert  Morris, 
and  instead  of  littering  the  land  with  paper  banks, 
as  he  now  proposes  in  his  bill,  establish  in  lieu 
thereof  some  Bank  of  North  America  to  issue 
notes  redeemable  in  gold  and  silver.'  And  now, 
with  the  recollection  of  that  Bank  of  North  Amer- 
ica before  him,  a  Slate  bank,  too,  will  the  hon- 
orablegentleman  insistupon  it  thatall  State  banks 
have  outlived  their  usefulness  .' 

But  I  must  proceed  with  the  course  of  my  re- 
marks, from  which  I  have  been  diverted  by  the 
inquiry,  of  what  State  banks  there  were  during 
and  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  such  au- 
thority and  weight  with  this  House  that  I  am  not 
disposed  to  stand  altogether  on  my  own  arguments 
in  replying  to  his  remark  that  Slate  banks  could 
nothave  carried  us  through  the  existingcrisis;  that 
if  they  had  attempted  it  they  would  have  failed, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  becomes  necessary  to  sub- 
stitute banks  in  the  States  under  the  Washing- 
ton Government  independent  of  the  Stales,  in  lieu 
of  the  bank  legislation  that  springs  from  the  cap- 
itals of  the  Stales.  Or,  in  other  words,  the  Slates 
having  failed  with  their  paper  money,  the  Federal 
Government  alone  can  do  what  the  States  have 
failed  to  do,  that  is,  provide  paper  money  to  ca.rcf 
on  the  war,  as  if  paper  manufactured  or  printed 
as  money  in  Washington  was  belter  than  if  printed 
in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  Boston.  Now,  in 
replying  to  the  allegation  that  the  State  banks  could 
not,  even  with  Federal  cooperation,  have  success- 
fully carried  us  through  the  money  crisis,  I  stand 
not  altogether  on  my  authority.  I  hold  a  pam- 
phlelin  my  hand  written  by  the  representative  man 
of  a  great  class  of  financiers  in  this  country — 
a  man  who  bears  the  honon.'d  name  of  Gallatin, 
the  son  of  Albert  Gallatin — in  which  he  says,  in 
substance,  that  in  his  opinion  if  Mr.  Chase  had 
not  misused  the  $170,000,000  of  gold  v/hich  he 
withdrew  from  the  State  banks,  if  he  had  admin- 
istered the  finances  of  the  country  as  they  had 
been  hitherto  administered  by  Secretaries  of  the 
Treasury,  the  State  banks  could  have  gone  through 
the  crisis,  successfully  administering  this  Gov- 
ernment as  a  hard  money  Government  to  carry 
on  a  hard  money  war.  This  is  tlie  opinion  of 
James  Gallatin,  whose  authority  I  can  safely  off- 
set even  to  the  high  authority  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  I  might  add  in  corrobora- 
tion the  names  of  many  other  distinguished  finan- 
ciers. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts indulges — if  he  will  permitmeto  use  the  word 
in  no  offensive  sense,  but  there  is  no  other  in  our 
language  which  characterizes  it — in  many  errors, 
errors  too  often  repeated  in  this  House,  and  loo 
often  repealed  elsewhere,  aiid  which  mu.-^t  be  met 
here  as  often  as  they  are  repeated.  One  of  his 
errors  is  that  there  is  but  $400,000,000  of  paper 
currency  in  circulation.  No  error  can  be  more 
deceptive,  no  error  more  ruinous;  for  as  currency 
is  the  measure  of  prices,  of  the  wages  of  labor. 


1268 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  24, 


and  of  the  value  of  all  property,  it  is  the  firstduty 
of  the  statesman  and  lawgiver  to  understand,  and 
exactly  understand,  what  is  the  basis  of  all  this 
property,  that  is,  what  is  the  amount  and  char- 
acter of  the  currency.  Of  late,  and  only  of  late, 
we  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  monthly  and  semi-monthly  state- 
ments of  Ills  issue  of  paper  and  of  his  currency, 
although  the  law  has  been  from  the  beginning  that 
heshould  publish  such  stalemements,  whichnre  of 
the  highest  importance  to  all  men  in  the  country, 
but  most  especially  to  all  business  men.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  the  official  statement  of  March  15, 
by  which  it  appears  that  there  had  been  issued, 
up  to  that  day,  in  temporary  loans, 047,207,545. 

Now,  let  me  not  be  told  that  these  temporary 
loans  are  not  currency,  because,  substantially, 
tJicy  are  currency.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  the  fact 
that  in  my  own  city  of  New  York,  on  Monday 
last,  when  the  statement  of  the  clearing-house  was 
made,  there  appeared  to  be  $13,000,000  of  these 
temporary  loans  acting  as  currency  in  the  trans- 
actions ot  the  clearing-house,  used  in  the  settle- 
ments of  the  banks  as  currency,  and  no  doubt 
they  are  used  elsewhere  as  currency  just  as  they 
are  used  in  New  York. 

There  had  been  issued  on  the  15th  of  March 
in  United  States  Treasury  notes  $449,073,616— 
$49,073,616  of  United  States  Treasury  notes  be- 
yond what  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts says  is  the  currency  of  the  country, 
which  he  set  down  as  only  $400,000,000.  There 
had  "been  issued  on  that  day,  of  fmctional  cur- 
rency, $19,173,320.  Of  the  new  Treasury  notes, 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  the  au- 
thority to  issue  to  the  amount  of  $400,000,000, 
there  was  issued  on  the  15th  of  March,  in  one- 
year  Treasury  notes,  $14,600,000;  in  two-year 
Treasury  notes,  $115,531,441.  Of  certificates  of 
indebtedness  there  had  been  issued  on  that  day 
^134,098,000.  The  table,  therefore,  of  currency 
issued  March  15,  1864,  stands  thus: 

Temporary  loan $47,207,.545 

UniteJ  States  Treasury  notes ,'..  ..  449,073,616 

Fractional  currency 19,1 73,320 

interest-bearing  Treasury  notes 130,131,441 

(8645.585.922 
Add  eertlflcates  of  Indobtedness 134,098,000 


$779,683,923 


Let  me  here,  before  passing  from  this  subject, 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  kindred 
facts.  The  public  debt  of  the  United  States  was 
on  the  1st  of  March  $1,513,291,042;  on  the  15th 
of  March,  $1,580,201,744.  The  increase  has  been 
$83,296,592  in  fifteen  days !  The  items  of  increase 
have  been  as  follows: 

Two-year  legal  tenders ^0,079,383 

One-year  legal  lenders 8,740,000 

Fractional  currency 427,600 

Five  percent,  cerlificateti  at  ten  days 7,018,626 

Unpaid  arrearages 39,640,416 


Total... $75,906,125 


Of  this  increase,  in  round  numbers  $30,000,000 
has  been  in  currency,  or  $2,000,000  per  day,  and 
if  all  the  claims  on  the  Government  had  iieen  paid 
the  increase  would  have   been  $40,000,000  more. 

Sir,  these  are  facts  that  need  no  comment.  They 
point  of  themselves  irresistibly  to  the  great  paper 
gulf  into  which  we  are  drifting.  The  Government 
(March  15)  had  a  paper  currency  of  $645,585,922, 
without  the  certificates  of  indebtedness,  often  act- 
ingns  currency ,  but  with  them  $779,683,922 in  all. 
Sir,  no  Government  on  earth,  no  people  can  long 
swim  and  not.  sink  in  such  fathomless  depths  of 
paper  money  acting  as  currency.  The  rise  in 
gold,  as  well  as  the  rise  in  beef,  pork,  &c.,  the 
strikes  of  laborers  for  higher  wages,  are  all  terrible 
ndmonitionsto  the  Administration  of  theGovern- 
rnen  t  of  the  bottomless  pi  tstiiey  are  digging  to  bury 
up  the  industry  and  the  property  of  the  country. 

Now,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts and  those  engaged  with  him  in  this  bill 
propose- -what?  To  stop,  to  pause  .>  Oh!  no,  but 
to  go  on  with  this  expansion  of  the  currency,  and 
to  add  und.T  this  bill  $300,000,000  more,  making 
in  all  $1,000,000,000  in  currency!  Sir,  1  was 
about  to  iiinke  a  remark  upon  a  currency,  thus 
running  beyond  the  hundreds  of  millions  into  the 
billion,  but  1  forbear,  ns  figures  and  facts  them- 
salvea,  even  if  silent,  are  the  most  eloquent  and 
sigivift«ai>t  cdmmeiitators. 


The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
will  go  with  me  further,  because  he  is  on  record 
as  going  with  me  further,  in  his  publications,  that 
there  are  many  other  species  of  currency  besides 
those  I  have  described  in  the  tables  I  have  been 
giving.  And  I  have  not  only  the  authority  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  but  (  have  also  the  au- 
thority of  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  the  second  great 
financier  of  our  country,  given  in  a  work  which 
he  published  in  1830  in  order  to  defend  before  the 
country  the  then  United  Slates  Bank.  In  that 
book  he  spealis  of  many  kinds  of  currency,  and 
among  them  of  bank  notes  and  bank  deposits. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  in 
his  own  work,  to  which  I  have  alluded  and  which 
I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  admits  that  bank  depos- 
its are  to  be  considered  as  currency, so  that  he  is 
on  record  with  Albert  Gallatin  in  support  of  this 
proposition,  that  not  only  bank  notes  but  bank 
deposits,  as  well  ns  bank  drafts,  bank  accept- 
ances, and  bills  of  exchange,  are  all  included  in 
the  currency  of  a  country.  So  that  upon  the  act- 
ual basis,  as  it  now  exists,  of  the  currency  of  the 
country,  an  extension  is  already  going  beyond  the 
powers  of  arithmetical  calculation  to  describe  it; 
which  can  only  be  well  understood  in  the  formu- 
las of  algebra. 

Now,  sir,  the  effect  of  such  an  enormous  ex- 
pansion of  the  currency  is  seen,  shown,  and  felt 
on  all  sides  of  us,  I  call  the  attention  of  hon- 
orable gentlemen  to  the  statements  of  the  clearing- 
house in  New  York;  and  there  is  no  fact  which 
shows  more  significantly  this  gigantic  increase  in 
the  exchanges  and  the  currency  than  these  reports 
of  the  clearing-house  in  New  York.  The  reports 
for  ten  years  prior  to  the  close  of  1861  show  that 
the  average  daily  clearances  in  the  clearing-house 
in  New  York  were  only  $22,000,000  a  day,  while 
foraconsiderableperiodof  time  recently,  the  clear- 
ances of  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  have 
reached  an  average  of  $115,000,000  a  day,  and  on 
Monday  last,  as  shown  by  the  bank  tables  pub- 
lished in  the  papers,  the  clearances  in  the  city  that 
day  ran  up  to  the  enormous  sum  of  $146,000,000; 
so  that  since  the  commencement  of  the  issue  of 
this  paper  currency  authorized  by  Congress  the 
inci-ease  of  daily  clearances  has  run  from  twenty- 
two  millions  up  to  one  hundred  and  forty-six  mil- 
lions on  Monday  last.  The  consequence  is  that 
in  the  revelry  and  intoxication  of  speculators  and 
speculations,  the  country  exhibits  a  spectacle 
never  before  exhibited  on  earth  since  the  days  of 
John  Law.  Wall  street  now,  in  its  numerous 
boards  of  brokers,  in  its  gold  board,  its  mining 
boards,  &c.,  is  just  as  wild  as  was  the  famous  iJwe 
Q^uincampoix .  No  pen  nor  pencil  can  picture,  even, 
the  scenes  there  daily  exhibited;  and  as  if  day 
were  notlong  enough  for  iTien  to  enrich  themselves, 
when  the  increase  came  by  thou.sands,  perhaps, 
the  hour,  the  fury  is  prolonged  till  lute  in  the  night 
at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  city.  Such  an  exhibition,  I  say,  of  daily  and 
nowofnightlyspeculation  the  world,  I  think, never 
saw  befoi-e,not  in  the  South  Sea  bubble,  certainly, 
nor  even  in  the  Mississippi  bubble  of  the  famous 
John  Law.  The  rage  of  1836  in  our  own  coun- 
try, nor  of  any  other  period  in  our  history,  has 
equaled  it.  The  Continental  money  speculations 
of  1780-81,  when  paper  was  as  five  hundred  to 
one  of  gold,  and  when  $200,000,000  of  old  Con- 
tinental notes  were  in  llic  agonies  and  throes  of 
their  expiration,  were  nothing  like  what  we  now 
see.  We  exhibit  the  amazing  spectacle,  orrathcr 
the  amazing  delusion,  of  growing  richer  and  richer 
the  more  we  consume  of  life  and  property  by  war; 
and  we  reason  or  seem  to  reason  that  war  is  a 
divine  institution  to  make  the  rich  richer  and  the 
poor  as  rich  as  the  rich.  We  go  on  importing  fur 
beyond  our  exports;  and  the  looms  of  Lyons 
cannot  weave  silks  and  satins  and  tajjestry  costly 
enough  for  us,  nor  the  cashmeres  of  India  now 
satisfy  our  luxurious  tastes.  The  china  of  Dres- 
den nor  of  Prague  nor  of  Sevres,  nor  the  figured 
carpets  of  Aubusson,  appease  us;  while  the  world 
loolcs  out  as  upon  a  people  in  a  mad-house,  who, 
in  the  midst  of  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  strip 
themselves  of  their  precious  metals  to  put  the  pro- 
ceeds upon  their  backs  or  in  their  boudoirs  or  buf- 
fets. The  man ,  or  set  of  men,  who  expands  the  cur- 
rency of  his  country  up  to  or  beyond  $700,000,000 
is  responsible forall  this, and  the  man,orthe  setof 
men,  who  would  add  oh  our  currency  $300,000,000 
more,  is  responsible  more,  for  all  eyes  now  are 
wide  open  to  the  fatal  consequencett. 


The  honorable  gentleman  fi-om  Massachusetts 
also  is  pleased  to  tell  us  that  his  $400,000,000  of 
currency  was  issued  without  cost  to  the  public; 
that  is,  that  this  $400,000,000  of  legal  tender,whlch 
goes  floating  in  and  out  of  the  Treasury,  was  issued 
without  cost  to  the  people  or  to  the  credit  or  honor 
of  the  country.  Nothing  is  more  illusive;  no  dec- 
laration could  have  been  more  erroneous,  no  con- 
ception could  have  been  more  fatal  to  the  public 
credit  or  to  the  public  confidence  than  an  idea  like 
this,  so  often  repeated  here  and  elsewhere. 

Let  us  look  for  one  moment  at  the  effect  upon 
the  public  debt  of  the  country.  The  debt  of 
the  United  States  on  the  15th  March,  1864,  was 
$1,510,201,774.  No  w,  sir,  had  this  debt  been  con- 
tracted upon  a  specie  basis,  estimating  gold  at  a 
value  of  sixty-two  and  a  half  per  cent,  premium, 
it  would  have  been, on  the  15th  March,  1864, only 
$943,876,109;  which  would  have  been  a  saving  to 
the  United  States  of  $566,325,665.  But  gold,  in- 
stead of  being  sixty-two  and  a  half  per  cent,  pre- 
mium, stood  yesterday  in  the  New  York  market 
at  sixty-six  and  sixty-seven.  So  then  the  Gov- 
ernment has  lost,  by  the  transfer  from  gold  to  pa- 
per currency,  about  six  hundred  millions.  If  we 
do  not  appreciate  that  fact  now,  we  shall  when  the 
debt  as  well  as  the  interest  comes  to  be  paid  in 
gold.  There  would,  I  repeat,  have  been  that  saving 
if  the  country  had  continued  under  a  hard  money 
currency. 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  the  exceeding 
loss  to  the  country  by  the  issue  of  his  $400,000,000 
of  paper  currency  in  the  great  increase  of  prices 
that  it  has  effected.  I  hold  in  my  iiand  a  table  of 
prices  in  December  last,  and  found  in  the  Decem- 
ber report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  show- 
ing the  increase  in  a  numberof  articles  necessary 
in  this  war,  which  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read,  be- 
cause it  will  be  better  heard  and  be  better  under- 
stood if  read  at  the  desk  than  by  myself. 
The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Prices  of  December,  1860.  1863. 

Flour,  per  barrel $4  75  to  $4  85    $7  45  to  $7  50 

Oats,  per  bushel 37  to        38  90 

Corn,  per  bushel B7  to       69       1  21  to    123 

CofTee,  Rio,  per  pound 13  to       14  32  to       33 

Gunpowder,  rifle,  per  twen- 
ty-five pounds 5  25       7  25  to    7  50 

Iron,  English  bar,  per  ton.. 42  00  to  43  00     72  50  to  75  00 

Lead,  pig,  per  cwt 5  62  to    5  70       9  50  to    9  60 

Pork,  prime,  per  barrel 11  50  to  12  00     12  00  to  12  25 

Beef,  mess,  por  barrel 5  00  to    5  25       5  00  to    7  00 

Butter,  per  pound 15  to        21  25  to        80 

Salt,    Turk's     Island,    per 

bushel 19  to       20  50 

Soap,  brown, per  pound....        5  to         8  lOi 
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Teas,  Souchong,  per  pound      31  to 

Average  price  for  the  thirteen  articles  above  named 

in  December,  1860 $6  00 

Average  price  for  the  thirteen  articles  above  named 

in  December,  1863 $9  45 

Average  percentage  of  increase  of  prices,  63^  per  cent. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  two  ta- 
bles of  debt  and  prices  nearly  correspond.  The  in- 
crease in  the  premiumof  gold isabout  the  increase 
in  the  price  of  these  articles.  So  as  the  currency 
has  been  inflated  the  price  of  these  leading  articles 
has  been  inflated  also, and  the  Government  has  be- 
come so  much  the  more  debtor  to  the  capitalists 
wholoaned  the  money  to  buy  these  articlesat  their 
inflated  prices  than  it  would  have  been  if  it  had 
issued  no  legal  tender  as  gold,  but  had  done  its 
business  actually  in  gold. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
was  also  pleased  to  say  that  a  war  like  this  couldnot 
be  carried  on  without  paper  money.  I  am  indis- 
posed altogether  to  assent  to  that  proposition.  I 
nave  shown  from  the  authority  of  Mr.  Gallatin, 
and  I  could  show  from  the  authority  of  a  hundred 
as  distinguished  financiers,  that  this  war  could 
have  been  carried  on  as  a  hard  money  war  without 
the  suspension  of  specie  payment.  The  history 
of  the, world,  too,  shows  that  it  could  have  been 
done.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the 
country  to  the  fact  thntatthismoment  in  one  third 
of  the  territory  of  this  nation,  from  the  Rocky 
mountains  to  the  Pacific,  and  up  and  down  the 
Pacific  slope,  paper  currency  has  not  been  per- 
mitted to  exist.  California  and  the  surrounding 
region  has  a  hard  money  currency.  That  people 
discharge  all  the  functions  of  their  business  in 
gold,  which  is  the  only  currency.  The  higher 
law  of  gold  thus  operates  over  one  third  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  Republic,  Ay,  in  full  one  third  ex- 
ists hard  money  currency.  The  people  there  are 
as  much  at  war  as  we  arc,  and  yet  the  gentleman 
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from  Massachusetts  says  that  war  could  not  be  car- 
ried on  without  paper  money  when  it  is  carried  on 
there  without  it  now. 

I  call  hie  attention  again  to  the  fact  that  the 
closing  scenes  of  our  Revolution  were  carried  on 
by  hard  money.  The  war  was  carried  on  with 
paper  money  until  1780  or  1781;  but  in  April, 
1781,  in  Philadelphia,  Continental  money  stood 
as  130  to  1,  (gold,)  and  in  May  as  220  to  1,  when 
the  bubble  burst,  and  the  whole  $200,000,000  is- 
sued went  down.  The  peace  of  1783  was,  under 
Robert  Morris,  acting  through  the  Bank  of  North 
America,  a  hard  money  triumph  as  well  as  a  tri- 
umph ofliberty.  Theclosinggloriousscenesofthe 
Revolution  were  all  atriumph  of  hard  money, when 
Continental  money  was  not  worth  the  paper  it  was 
printed  upon.  So  it  was  in  the  French  Revolu- 
tion. In  the  early  period  of  the  Revolution,  when 
the  wild  men  of  that  Revolution  ruled  and  were 
destroying  and  devouring  each  other,  when  des- 
potism was  installed  in  every  place  and  liberty 
thrown  down  everywhere,  the  days  of  Danton, 
of  Marat,  and  Robespierre,  then  paper  assignats 
were  spread  far  and  wide.  Then  was  the  era  of 
French  paper  money,  and  of  great  financiers  in 
tissignats  and  mandats.   Then  paper  money  was  le- 

fal  tender,  and  forced  upon  people  in  ^1  parts  of 
'ranee.  There  were  issued  in  all  forty-five  mil- 
liards of  assignats — that  is,  forty-five  milliards  in 
francs,  equivalent  in  our  money  to  $9,000,000,000; 
but  long  before  this  wild  issue  their  imaginary 
value  even  had  blown  up.  The  French  people 
lost  everything,  not  only  the  liberty  for  which 
they  had  struggled,  but  their  property  too.  In 
the  midst  of  that  downfall  and  overthrow  there 
arose  in  France,  not  a  genius  of  peace,  like  Rob- 
ert Morris,  who,  in  his  specie-paying  bank, 
evoked  order  out  of  chaos,  but  a  genius  of  war, 
who,  sword  in  hand,  cut  away  from  paper  money, 
and  evoked  order  out  of  chaos  by  the  splendor 
and  the  terror  of  his  arms.  That  man  was  Napo- 
leon. He  brushed  out  of  existence  at  once  the 
whole  system  of  papermoney,  assignats  and  man- 
dats, and  down  they  went  at  his  bidding.  Gold 
was  the  money  of  Napoleon;  hard  money  was 
the  foundation  upon  which  he  stood  the  imperial 
guard  of  France;  and  the  paper  chaos  of  Marat 
and  Danton  and  Robespierre  fled  at  once,  while 
the  imperial  eagles  were  planted  upon  the  palaces 
of  Potsdam  in  Prussia,  the  overhanging  hills  of 
Dresden,  the  beautiful  Schoenbrunn  of  Austria, 
and  the  Kremlin  of  Moscow.  Gold  and  the 
guard  were  the  companions  of  Napoleon  from  the 
Tuileries  up  to  tlie  day  when  he  was  stricken  down 
in  battle  by  the  combmed  Powers  of  Europe  upon 
the  bloody  field  of  Waterloo;  and  then  he  went 
down  not  buried  in  paper  assignats,  nor  in  Con- 
tinental money,  nor  in  Treasury  notes,  but  with 
the  golden  eagle  in  his  soldiers'  or  his  marshals' 
pockets,  and  with  the  golden  record:  "I  found 
France  ruined  in  assignats  and  mandats;  I  stood 
her  up  upon  a  platform  of  gold." 

So,  too,  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  war  of  1812 
was  not  a  paper  money  war.  None  of  the  banks 
of  the  Unitecf  States  suspended  specie  payment  in 
that  war  until  six  months  before  the  treaty  of 
peace  ;  and,  if  I  am  correct  in  my  recollection,  the 
banks  or  Massachusetts  never,  during  the  war 
of  1812,  refused  to  discharge  their  obligations  in 
specie,  at  least  the  banks  of  Boston.  That  is  my 
impression,  that  is  my  belief;  I  have  so  read,  and 
1  think  I  am  right.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts nods  assent,  and  I  hope  the  example 
of  his  illustrious  State  will  tempt  him  to  invoke 
order  out  of  this  existing  chaos,  and  reestablish 
jBoston  as  the  golden  hub  of  the  universe  by  mak- 
ing gold  and  silver  the  basis  of  money  there  and 
everywhere. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  whether  he  refers  to  the  same  Massa- 
chusetts of  which  he  spoke  so  disparagingly  the 
other  day? 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Disparagingly !  I  thought  I 
exalted  Massachusetts,  certainly  the  power  of 
Massachusetts,  to  the  skies.  I  bow  to  Massachu- 
setts. One  gentleman  from  that  State  introduced 
this  bill,  and  another  gentleman  from  the  same 
State  introduced  the  freedmen  's  bill  the  other  day ; 
I  know  that  whatever  Massachusetts  ordains  is' 
the  law,  and  hence  I  bow  to  the  power  of  Massa- 
chusetts. I  acknowledge  her  sovereignty,  I  am 
the  victim  of  her  will  and  her  ordinances,  and  I 
am  prepared  to  obey. 

Well,  now,  what  ia  the  remedy  of  the  honor- 


able gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. Hooper] 
in  the  existing  order  of  things  >  Why,  he  and  his 
friends  tell  us  they  have  only  introduced  the  New 
York  system  of  free  banking,  and  have  limited 
the  capital  to  $300,000,000.  I  answer  that  the- 
New  York  system,  under  the. superintendence  of 
the  banking  department,  is  kept  distinct  from  the 
treasury  throughout,  not  entangled  at  all  in  it  as 
in  this  bill.  It  is  an  isolated  department,  not  con- 
nected with  the  Executive  or  treasurer  of  the  State, 
nor  with  any  branch  of  the  State  government, 
but  is  a  separate  and  distinct  department  through- 
out, free  from  interference  or  control,  save  by  law 
formally  enacted,  through  all  the  branches  of  the 
State  government;  and  such  I  hope  will  be  the 
character  of  this  bill  before  we  get  through  with  it. 

This  system  differs  in  another  ^reat  respect 
from  the  New  York  system.  That  is  based  upon 
redemption  in  gold  and  silver,  and  only  in  gold 
and  silver,  while  the  system  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  is  based  upon  paper, 
exclusively  upon  paper,  and  upon  nothing  what- 
soever but  paper. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Are  the  banks  of  New  York 
redeeming  their  notes  in  gold.' 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  knew  the  gentleman  was 
going  sarcastically  to  ask  me  that  question,  for  I 
had  heard  him  in  the  Congress  preceding  indulge 
in  the  same  sarcasm.  But  I  am  disposed  to 
answer  him.  They  would  redeem  in  gold  had 
not  the  party  which  the  honorable  gentleman  leads 
declared  by  law  paper  to  be  the  equivalent  to  gold. 
[Mr.  Stevens  then  seemingly  preparing  to  ask 
another  question.]  And  now  he  is  going  to  ask 
me  if  they  did  not  suspend  specie  payment  be- 
fore the  legal-tender  act.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  STEVENS.     That  seems  to  follow. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  knew  he  was  going  to  ask 
me  that.  The  New  York  banks  would  have  been 
compelled  to  redeem  their  notes  in  gold  and  silver, 
or  to  go  into  liquidation  long  before  this  period, 
if  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  not 
interfered'  and  enacted  that  with  a  Treasury  note 
worth  only  about  sixty  cents  on  the  dollar  the  full 
dollar  of  obligation  could  be  legally  discharged. 
We  should  have  done  our  duty  in  New  York — we 
have  doneour  duty  hitherto — and  long  before  this 
we  would  have  driven  all  these  banks  into  liquid- 
ation if  they  had  not  redeemed  in  gold. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  I  remembercorrectly,  the 
New  York  banks  took  the  $150,000,000  loan  and 
paid  $100,000,000  of  it  in  coin ;  and  about  the  time 
of  the  meeting  of  Congress  refused  to  pay  the 
other  $50,000,000  in  coin,  and  paid  it  in  currency. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  If  f  were  to  answer  that  re- 
mark, it  would  lead  to  anotherhalf  hour's  discus- 
sion, and  upon  an  irrelevant  matter,  and  consume 
all  my  allotted  hour's  time. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  par- 
don.   I  withdraw  the  suggestion.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Then  I  will  avail  myself  of 
some  other  occasion. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
was  also  pleased  to  refer,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, to  some  obserVationsof  my  honorable  col- 
league [Mr;  Fernando  Wood]  as  if  in  justifica- 
tion of  the  system  of  debt  and  finance  which  ex- 
ists in  Great  Britain,  and  therefore  directly,  not 
by  implication,  to  justify  this  country  in  follow- 
ing the  system  of  finance  which  has  been  adopted 
in  Great  Britain.  The  remarks  of  my  colle^igue 
bear  no  such  implications;  but  let  that  pass. 

Now,  sir,  in  my  judgment,  no  more  fatal  step 
could  ever  be  taken,  than  in  matters  of  debt  and 
finance  to  hold  up  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  the  example  of  Great  Britain  as  an  exam- 
ple for  us  to  imitate  or  to  follow.  I  speak  not' with* 
out  observation  with  my  own  eyes,  and  I  speak 
by  the  authority  of  books  too,  when  I  say  that 
while  England  is  nominally  the  freest  country  in 
Europe,  if  not  now  in  the  world,  a  system  of  so-^ 
cial  slavery  and  of  labor  slavery  exists  there 
worse  than  in  any  part  of  continental  Europe 
south  of  Russia.  The  people  of  England  are  more 
ground  down  by  taxation  and  poverty  and  rr.is- 
ery  and  social  slavery  than  almost  any  other  peo- 
ple in  Europe.  A  native-born  American,  if  he 
hasTiot  a  title  or  a  million  of  money,  finds  it  next 
to  impossible  to  live  in  freedom,  ease,  and  happi- 
ness among  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  unless  he 
is  willing  to  be  a  pariah  among  a  privileged  class. 
Their  manufacturing  population,  their  laborers, 
their  peasants,  the  whole  class  of  workmen  in 
Great  Britain  are,  with  exceptions  certainly,  but  in 


a  great  part,  the  most  miserable  and  degraded  of 
laborers  that  exist  anywhere  in  Europe,  Russia 
excepted,  or  on  the  confines  of  Europe — I  was 
about  to  add  in  Egypt  or  upon  the  shores  of  the 
Mediterranean.  The  immense  debtof  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  consequentenormous  taxation,  the  classes 
of  society  it  has  created,  from  the  high-iip  rich  to 
the  down-trodden  poor,  are,  or  ought  to  be,  bea- 
cons of  terror  for  every  American  to  aflfright  him 
from  her  whole  financial  system. 

Look  at  England,  and  Ireland  too;  read  of 
them  in  the  books;  go  into  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts or  the  collieries  of  England;  walk  from  the 
Hebrides,  or  the  Highlands,  then  throughout 
Yorkshire  and  Lancashire,  or  throughout  Gretlt 
Britain  generally,  and  you  will  find  that  mor6 
poverty,  more  misery,  more  human  degradation 
exists  among  laborers  there  than  in  Austria,  or 
France,  or  Prussia,  or  anywhere  in  Europe,  un- 
less it  may  be  in  some  parts  of  Greece  or  Turkey 
in  Europe,  or  possibly  in  some  parts  of  Russiil; 
and  all  this  is  the  result  of  their  debt  and  the  ne- 
cessary imposition  of  high  taxes  to  support  it, 
and  the  consequent  oligarchy  of  capital  and  of 
aristocracy  of  title  to  rule  in  cooperation  with  that' 
oligarchy  over  the  great  masses  of  the  people. 

Sir,  I  know  this  is  not  the  day  nor  the  hour  to 
speak  irreverently  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  who 
are  exalted  now  to  a  pinnacle  of  glory  as  the  great 
paper  financiers  of  our  country.  I  do  not  expect 
a  verdict  this  day  or  in  this  House;  but  I  knoyi' 
what  will  be  the  verdict  of  hereafter.  I  know  be- 
cause I  have  read  history;  and  it  is  a  logical  in- 
ference from  what  has  been  that  the  same  causes 
are  certain  to  produce  the  same  effects  again.  John 
Law,  the  author  of  the  Mississippi  bubble,  at 
one  time  stood  in  France  upon  the  very  topmost 
round  of  human  elevation.  A  Scotchman  and  a 
Protestant,  he  was  adopted  by  the  French  nation, 
a  Catholic  people,  as  a  son  and  child  of  that  na- 
tion, and  for  his  successful  financiering  lifted  up 
from  obscurity  to  be  the  greatest  man  in  all  France. 
But  he  had  to  fly  from  France  as  an  exile  to  save 
his  life,  driven  away  in  the  dark  hours  of  the 
night;  and  that  was  the  end  of  one  paper  money 
financier. 

Sir,  in  my  own  day  I  have  seen  Nicholas  Bid- 
die  on  Wall  street  surrounded  by  the  richest  men 
in  New  York  and  the  neighboring  cities,  hoping 
for  a  smile  on  his  face,  bowiijg  to  him  with  ven- 
eration, observing  his  motions,  and  trembling  be- 
fore his  frown.  Watching  the  very  movements  of 
his  eye  for  the  rise  or  fall  in  their  prosperity. 
Millions  and  millions  were  supposed  to  depend 
upon  the  will  and  caprice  or  knowledge  of  Nich- 
olas Biddle;  and  if  T,  on  Wall  street,  in  1836  or 
1837,  had  spoken  of  his  paper  money  system  that 
he  was  then  creating  as  I  now  speak  of  this  of 
Mr.  Chase,  another  successful  financier,  I  should 
not  have  been  treated  there  with  half  the  decorum 
that  I  am  treated  with  in  this  House  now  in  de- 
nouncing the  existing  paper  money  system. 

Labor  is  labor.  Work  is  work.  Man  is  made 
to  earn  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  face.  There 
is  no  other  meansof  legitimately  earning  support 
for  life.  Gold  is  Omnipotent,  next  to  God,  here 
on  earth.  Itis  "  a  higher  law,"  and  far  above  all 
human  legislation.  No  military  power  can  reach  ' 
it,  no  military  necessity,  no  military  tyranny;  no 
gold  bills  of  this  Houseorof  any  other  legislative 
body.  Gold  is  majesty,  high  enthroned  above 
king  or  emperor  or  czar  or  kaiser,  and  imperi- 
ously ruling  both  over  kings  and  men.  Gold  only 
is  money,  and  there  is  no  other  money  but  g6M. 
Nevertheless,  I  tell  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts and  his  friends  here,  I  bow  now  on  this 
bill,  as  I  have  bowed  before,  to  the  majesty  of 
Massachusetts  in  this  House,  when  Massachu- 
setts ordains  the  law.  I  comprehend  that  this  bill, 
or  the  substance  of  it,  is  to  be  the  law;  and  hence 
I  wish  generously  to  cooperate  with  him  in  good 
faith  in  bettering  the  bill  as  much  as  lies  in  my 
power.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  call  his  attention,, 
and  the  attention  of  his  friends,  to  a  few  of  what; 
I  deem  the  deficiencies  of  some  of  the  provision* 
of  this  bill  even  to  carry  out  the  purposes  he  do- 
sires. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  first,  that  there  ia  tvot 
provided  in  this  bill  the  uniform  currency  Which 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  promises. 
Instead  of  providing  here  by  law,  as  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  advises,  one  place  only  for 
the  redemption  of  the  $300,000,000  of  currency 
about  to  be  issued,  the  bill  proTides  ten  place*, 
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nnmely:  St.  Louis,  Louisville,  Chicago,  New 
Orleans,  Cincinnati,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
Boston,  New  York,  and  San  Francisco.  One  of 
these  places  is  tiie  distant  city  of  San  Francisco; 
another  is  New  Orleans.  When  Charleston  and 
Riciiinond  are  reannexed  to  the  Union,  ns  I  trust 
they  snnitj.day  will  be,  Charleston  and  Richmond 
will  make  twelve  places  of  redemption  for  this 
currency.  Tiiere  is  not,  there  cannot  be,  any  uni- 
form currency  in  this  way.  The  brokers  and  the 
money-changers  will  everywhere  soon  be  shaving 
the  people  under  such  a  discordant  and  distant 
system  of  redemption  as  that.  The  New  York 
banking  system  provides  that  in  the  great  mone- 
tary capital  of  the  country,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  or  in  Albany,  not  far  from  it,  the  issues  of 
the  State  banks  shall  be  redeemed.  But  under  this 
bill,  a  bank  established  at  Yonkers,  New  York, 
wjlliin  a  few  miles  of  the  city  of  New  York,  can 
make  its  notes  redeemable  in  San  Francisco  or 
New  Orleans.  Under  such  a  system  as  that  there 
cannot  be  a  uniform  currency  of  course. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  The  gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  say  that  it  must  be  with  the  consent  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Yes;  but  I  suppose  that  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  will  be  guided  by 
their  request. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  What  I  want  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  to  is  the  provision  in  the 
bill  that  each  bank  shall  select  a  bank  in  one  of 
tlic  cities  named,  at  which  to  redeem,  and  that  the 
selection  must  be  approved  by  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Well,  that  is  better;  but  twelve 
different  and  distant  places  of  redemption,  and 
only  one  of  them  the  monetary  center,  cannotgive 
a  uniform  currency.  There  is  no  way  to  create 
auiiiforni  curi'ency  in  this  country  except  on  some 
sue.h  sy.steni  as  the  old  United  States  Bank  had, 
whiTe  its  brancli  issues  were  redeemed  by  other 
branches,  and  in  that  way  created  a  uniformity, 
or  else  by  compelling  all  the  banks  to  redeem  in 
New  York.  The  only  way  to  have  a  uni'form  cur- 
rency is  to  strike  out  these  twelve  different  and 
distant  places  of  redemption,  and  to  rndeem  all  in 
llie  great  monetary  capital,  the  city  of  New  York, 
or,  if  you  please,  in  Boston  and  Philadelphia  in 
addition,  in  close  contiguity  to  that  monetary  cap- 
ital, ajid  but  parts  ami  j)arcels  of  it.  All  other 
"  uniform  currency"  in  the  hour  of  trial  will  be 
found  to  exist  only  in  name,  never  in  reality,  and 
to  l)ecome  by  and  by  the  merest  mockery. 

I  novv  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  too,  to 
another  great  change  made  by  this  bill;  that 
is,  the  abolition  in  substance  of  the  independent 
Treusuiy  of  the  United  States,  the  overthrow  of 
that  which  was  and  is  the  pride  and  honor  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  which  successfully  forced 
itself  on  the  approbation  of  even  the  old  Whig 
party,  and  that  was  the  abstraction  of  the  public 
money  from  the  banks  of  the  country  and  the 
creation  of  an  independent  Treasury,  which  was 
alone  to  hold  that  money.  This  bill  in  one  of  its 
sections  changes,  alters,  overthrows  all  this,  and 
gives  the  whole  |)ublic  money  of  the  country  to 
that  brood  of  new  banks  which  is  to  be  created 
Here.  The  pet  bank  system  is  a  part  of  the  in- 
glori'ius  history  of  our  country.  Everyone  who 
rpads  the  history  of  183(i-37-38  knows  what  a 
fatal  history  that  was.  Every  one  knows  what 
broods  of  new  banks  sprang  up  only  to  receive 
the  deposits  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
banks  with  almost  unpronounceable  names,  and  in 
towns  and  cities  often  known  only  on  the  paper  on 
which  the  lot.s  were  engraved.  Read  the  corre- 
spondetice  of  Levi  Woodbury,  the  then  Secretary 
of  tlie  Treasury,  with  the  then  bunksall  about  the 
country.  The  record  is  one  as  comic  in  chicanery 
and  fraud  as  it  was  tragic  to  some  (jf  the  best  prop- 
erty interests  of  the  country.  Read  of  the  amount 
of  moni'y  lost.  Read  there  the  report  of  Secretary 
Guthrie,  in  185&-57,  which  states  that  after  all 
his  lalior  to  collept  the  public  money  from  those 
banks  there  was  at  that  time  of  unavailable  funds 

f»l, 009,072.  Millions  upon  millions  will  now  be 
08t  if  again  we  recede  and  return  to  the  exploded 
pet  bank  system  of  1836-37. 

I  object  to  this  system,  too,  because  it  has  not 
made  these  pet  banks  pay  the  coat  of  the  transfer 
of  the  public  money,  ijut  the  transftr  is  to  be  paid 
by  the  United  States.  Under  the  old  United  Stales 
&Lnk,  when  money  in  New  Orleans  in  the  bank 
was  to  be  tiansfcrrcd  to  New  York,  to  Portland, 


or  \p  St.  Louis,  the  cost  of  the  transfer  had  to  be 
paid  by  the  bank;  but  under  this  bill  the  differ- 
ence of  cxcliange  as  it  may  rise  or  fall  is  to  be  met 
by  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  all  the 
expense  of  the  transfer  of  the  funds  of  the  public 
money  is  to  be  at  the  cost  of  the  United  States 
Treasury.  If,  therefore,  this  system  of  banking 
is  to  be  persisted  in  I  hope  the  honorablegeiuleman 
from  Massachusetts  will  amend  the  bill  in  that  par- 
ticular, and  give  us  at  least  as  good  a  system  of 
transfer  as  Mr.  Biddlo  gave  the  country  in  1830 
and  1836. 

1  object,  too,  that  this  system  is  calculated  to 
lead  to  corruption  and  is  already  leading  to  cor- 
ruption of  the  worst  kind.  In  my  own  city.  New 
York,  it  is  known  to  every  man  connected  with 
the  banks  that  no  sooner  does  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  deposit  a  large  sum  of  money  in  a  pet 
bank  than  that  pet  bank  goes  to  the  sub-Treas- 
urer and  invests  in  the  five  per  cent,  temporary 
loan ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  public  money  belong- 
ing to  the  Government  deposited  in  the  banks 
without  interest  is  lent  to  that  very  Government 
at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  give  his  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  and  make  inquiry  he  will  find 
that  five,  six,  or  severe  hundred  thousands  of  the 
public  money  have  already  been  thus  deposited 
in  certain  banks  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  that 
just  such  deposits  are  now  going  on.  Sir,  no  Gov- 
ernment, no  people,  can  stand  this,  thus  feeding 
upon  itself 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  wish  before  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  sits  down  to  call  his  attention  to 
a  fact  in  regard  to  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
which  heclaims  is  aState  bank.  I  find, on  looking 
over  the  documental  history  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  that"  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
which  was  the  precursor  of  that  of  the  United 
States,  was  first  incorporated  in  1781  by  an  ordi- 
nance of  the  American  Congress;"  although  I 
think  afterwards  that  same  bank  was  changed  to 
a  State  bank  and  acted  under  a  charter  from  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  But  as  the  gentleman  has 
referred  to  the  high  authority  of  Robert  Morris 
at  tliat  time,  I  should  like  to  read  him  one  of  the 
resolutions  introduced  into  Congress  on  the  2Gth 
of  May,  1781.     it  ia  as  follows: 

"Resolocd,  Tliat  it  be  recoinineiulcd  totlio  several  States, 
l\V  proper  laws  tor  that  purpose,  to  provide  tliat  no  otiier 
buiilv  or  buiiUcrs  sliall  be  permitted  within  the  said  States 
respectively  during  the  war." 

One  other  single  extract  from  this  history,  it 
seems  that  during  the  tliird  session  of  the  First 
Congress,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1790,  a  very 
elaborate  report  was  made  by  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, showing  that  tlie  gentleman  was  correct  in 
saying  that  tlie  Bank  of  North  America  became  a 
State  loank.     In  that  report  it  says: 

"The  directors  of  tliis  bank  on  behalf  of  their  constitu- 
ents have  fincK  accepted  a.\n\  ac(cd  under  a  new  charter  from 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  niateiially  variant  from  their 
original  one,  and  which  so  narrows  the  foundation  of  tlie 
insiilulion  as  to  rcnditr  ilan  incoinpetent  basis  for  the  exten- 
sive purposes  of  a  national  bank." 

Mr.  KERNAN.  if  no  other  gentleman  desires 
to  make  remarks  at  this  time,  as  1  will  be  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  city  this  afternoon  to  visit  my 
family,  I  will  take  this  occasion  of  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  one  or  two  considerations 
in  respect  to  this  bill. 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  general  subject 
of  the  currency  of  the  country  or  the  policy  of 
this  bill;  but  believing  as  i  do  that  it  is  in  some 
form  to  become  a  law,  1  desire  to  call  attention  to 
some  features  in  it  which  i  hope  may  be  amended, 
and  one  is  this:  every  gentleman  must  see  that 
this  bill  will  give  to  the  Federal  Government  and 
those  wlio  administer  it  a  power  far  greater  than 
has  ever  been  wielded  by  any  party  or  Adminis- 
tration in  this  country;  i  mean  the  power  of  con- 
trolling to  some  extent  the  entire  banking  capital 
of  the  country. 

If  all  men  who  please  may  become  bankers, 
with  a  charter  making  tliem  a  corporation  under 
this  act,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
provision  leaving  it  within  the  power  of  any  single 
man  to  prevent  their  going  into  business  if  they 
comply  with  the  law.  it  seejns  to  me  that  the 
last  clause  of  section  twelve  would  give  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Curif  ncy  that  pow(n'.  I  may  be 
wrong.  If  so,  I  (le.sire  to  be  corrected.  Now  you 
will  observe  that  the  |)rior  jiarts  of  the  bill  say  in 
general  language  ihatfiveor  more  persons  making 


certain  articlesofassociation,  and  complying  with 
certain  terms  laid  down  in  the  bill,  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  commence  the  busineqss  of  banking. 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  last 
clause  of  section  twelve,  if  1  understand  it,  no 
one  man  should  have  such  power,  it  provides 
that — 

The  Comptroller  shall  have  authority  to  withhold  from 
an  association  his  certificato  authorizing  Uie  commence- 
ment of  business  whenever  he  shall  have  roa?on  to  suppose 
that  the  shareholders  thereof  have  formed  the  sainefor  any 
other  than  the  legitimate  objects  contemplated  by"  this  act. 

So  that,  while  the  act  professes  to  put  all  men 
upon  an  equality  who  will  comply  with  the  law, 
yet  hero  is  a  clause  which,  if  I  understand  it,  says 
that  this  officer,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency, 
appointed  by  the  President,  whenever  he  shall 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  they  have  formed  as- 
sociations for  any  other  purposes  than  that  speci- 
fied, shall  have  power  to  prevent  them  commenc- 
ing business.  I  hope  that  will  be  changed,  no  mat- 
ter what  party  is  in  fiower.  If  any  officer  can  do 
that,  without  assigning  any  reason,  then  he  has 
arbitrary  power  over  the  banking  business.  In 
States  where  they  have  general  banking  laws  they 
provide  that  persons  shall  conform  to  certain  con- 
ditions, and  when  they  have  so  complied  they 
have  a  right  to  begin  business.  If  tl^en  they  do 
other  than  a  legitimate  business,  the  courts  will 
lay  their  hands  upon  them  and  stop  them.  The 
courts  see  to  it  that  they  do  a  legitimate  business, 
and  that  is  the  proper  way  to  control  these  asso- 
ciations. 

I  ask  gentlemen  to  see  to  it  that  this  is  changed, 
if,  when  they  come  to  that  part  of  the  bill,  they 
find  I  am  right.  Let  the  law  throw  the  banking 
business  open  to  all  who  will  comply  with  its 
terms,  and  not  permit  a  man  appointed  by  the 
President  to  say  who  shall  and  who  shall  notcom- 
mence  business.  I  do  not  care  who  has  the  power, 
I  fear  that  it  will  be  abused.  Certainly  the  exe- 
cution of  such  a  power  ought  not  to  be  intrusted 
to  any  one  man. 

There  is  another  suggestion  I  desire  to  make 
to  the  friends  of  this  bill.  Section  fifty  provides 
that 

On  becoming  satisfied,  as  specified  in  this  act,  that  any 
association  has  refused  to  pay  its  circulating  notes,  as 
therein  mentioned, and  is  in  default,  the  Comptroller' of  the 
Currency  may  forthwith  appoint  a  receiver,  and  require  of 
him  such  bond  and  security  as  he  shall  deem  proper,  who, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Comptroller,  shall  take  posses- 
sion of  the  books,  records,  and  assets  of  every  description 
of  such  association,  eollccl  all  debts,  dues,  and  claims  be- 
longing to  such  association — 

in  short,  to  wind  them  up.  it  is  right  and  proper 
that  there  should  be  a  provision  to  put  them  into 
liquidation  when  they  fail  to  redeem  or  are  in 
danger  of  insolvency.  In  States  where  the  courts 
select  the  receiver,  they  look  to  see  whether  he 
is  a  fit  man.  They  look  to  see  whether  there  is 
any  reason  to  take  the  property  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  shareholders  and  to  put  it  into  the  liunda 
of  a  receiver.  Here  the  power  is  given  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Currency  without  the  assent 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  hope  the 
House  will  change  that,  and  leave  the  pov/er  to. 
a  judge  of  the  courts.  Inmyown  State  the  court 
of  chancery  or  the  court  of  equity  has  the  gen- 
eral power  to  appoint  receivers.  I  waiA  this  bill 
amended  in  that  particular,  so  that  this  power, 
sliall  be  vested  in  a  judge,  and  not  in  one  officer 
of  the  Government  appointed  by  the  President, 
no  matter  how  good  and  pure  that  officer  maybe. 
It  is  not  a  power  which  should  be  intrusted  to 
any  but  the  judiciary  acting  at  general  term.,  or 
to  a  judge  sitting  i|i  chambers  if  the  exigency  re- 
quires it.  ,,  .    _ 

I  make  these  suggestions  in  good  faith;  for  if 
the  bill  is  to  pass  I  want  it  to  pass  as  perfect  as 
possible.  I  have  no  time  to  go  into  a  general  dis- 
cussioi)  of  the  bill,  and  I  content  myself  with 
pointing  out  defects  which  I  iiave  observed. 

Section  forty-one  provides  that 

The  plates  and  special  dies  to  be  pmeuitjd  hy  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Curlenry  for  the  printing  of  such  circulating 
notes  »linll  remsiln  under  his  oonlrcd  and  direction,  arid  the 
expenses  necessarily  iiienrred  in  cxcenting  the  provisiofiB 
ot'  this  act,  respecting  the  procuring  of  such  notes,  and  nil 
other  expenses  of  the  bureau,  shall  Jie  paid  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  ta^es  or  ilnties  now  or  horcallcr  to  be  assessed 
oil  tlieeircMlatioii,and  collected  fromtissrtclatioiisor(pinrzed 
uniler  this  act ;  and  such  ta-i  or  duty  shall  lie  In  lieu  ol  4ill 
other  taxes  on  such  as.sociations. 

In  other  words,  ns  I  unilerstanii  tiifc  bill,  they 
are  to  be  exempt  from  taxation  under  State  laws 
for  State  or  municipal  purposes;  and  thev  are 
to  be  subject  to  no  taxation  unlews  the   United 
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States  snc  fit  to  impose  a  tax  on  them.  Gentle- 
men will  pfirdoii  me  when  1  ask  them  to  give  me 
their  attention  and  see  where  this  law  will  lead 
us.  Under  this  law  all  the  wealth  of  the  country, 
all  the  personal  propelty  can  be  put  into  the  banks 
to  the  amountof  $900,000,000— if  I  am  wront,'the' 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  correct  me — 
because  the  only  limitation  of  this  act  is  that  th«re 
shall  be  but  $300,000,000  of  currency,  and  for  that 
currency  there  must  be  deposited  United  Slates 
ctock.  But  no  bank  is  required  to  put  up  stock 
beyond  thirty-three  and  one  third  per  cent,  of  its 
capital.  Then  we  may  organize  a  bank  of  j^300,000, 
and  we  need  put  up  but  p00,000  of  United  States 
stock,  but  we  may  pay  in  and  use  for  banking 
purposes  $200,000  more. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  think  the  gentleman  nar- 
rows the  limit  too  much.  The  only  limit  to  the 
amount  of  ^le  bank  capital  is  the  amount  of  the 
public  debt,  and  there  may  be  capital  of  three 
timey  the  amount  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  KERNAN.  I  was  looking  to  the  provis- 
ions of  (he  sixteenth  seciion.  That  section  con- 
tains this  provision: 

Every  association,  after  having  cpmpllpdwitli  tlie  provis- 
ions of  tliis  actjprcliniinary  to  tliecomineucementof  banli- 
ihg  Ini.sincss  under  its  provisions,  and  before  itsliall  be  au- 
tliorizi'd  10  coinnience  Ijiij^iness,  sliall  transfiir  and  deliver 
to,  tlic  TrKHsUrer  of  llie  United  Slates  any  United  States 
registered  l)onds  bearing  interest  to  an  amount  not  less  tlian 
one  tliiril  of  llio  capital  stock  paid  in. 

Tiierefore  you  can  have  a  bank  of  $300,000  cap- 
ital, it  may  all  be  paid  in,  and  you  are  only  re- 
quired to  put  in  one  third  of  that  in  United  States 
stocks. 

All  the  capital  that  is  put  into  these  banks  is  by 
tliis  law  exempt  from  any  taxation.  Now  I  think 
that  is  very  unwise.  Remember  that  these  banks 
share  in  all  the  benefits  of  the  State  government; 
ttiey  havealltlieprotectionwhich  theStategovern- 
mentcan  afford  them;  they  have  the  use  of  all  the 
machinery  which  the  State  government  affords, 
the  courts  and  judicial  tribunals  of  the  State;  and 
should  they  not  bear  their  proportion  of  the  bur- 
den of  supporting  the  State  government.'  Will 
you  allow  the  wealthy  men  of  the  State  to  take 
their  jiersonal  property  and  put  it  into  one  of  these 
banks  and  say  that  shall  be  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion, and  throw  all  the  burdens  of  the  State  upon 
the  real  estate  owners,  many  of  whom  are  men 
of  comparatively  small  wealth.'  Is  it  wise;  is  it 
just.'  All  our  banks  in  the  State  of  New  York 
are  put  upon  the  asseasinent  rolls,  and  they  pay 
a  tax  upon  the  real  estate  which  they  occupy  for 
bank  purposes  and  pay  a  tax  upon  their  personal 
property  paid  in,  deducting  the  value  of  the  real 
estate.  Now,  if  you  take  m'illioiis  of  personal 
property  from  under  the  taxing  power,  the  tax 
will  be  thrown  upon  the  real  estate,  and  the  effect 
would  be  to  work  great  hardship. 
■^  Mr.  KASSON.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
6'f  the  gentleiTian  to  the  fact  that  the  prohibition, 
if  extensive  as  he  supposes,  does  not  extend  to 
the  tax  upon  the  income  of  the  stockholder  in  a 
bank.  Just  so  far  as  the  persons  are  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  State,  just  so  far  may  their 
income  on  the  property  in  the  bank  be  taxed. 
His  argument,  therefore,  if  I  am  correct,  entirely 
falls  to, the  ground,  inasmuch  as  itl&avesthe  rep- 
i-esentativc  o;f  the  stock  in  bank  subject  to  taxa- 
tion, although  the  bank  itself  might  be  entirely 
exempt  from  it. 

Mr.  KERNAN. s  I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
gentleman,  but  I  fear  that  will  not  help  the  mat- 
ter. In  ail  our  States  we  levy  a  tax  upon  prop- 
ei-ty,  and  I  do  not  see  any  mode  of  legislation  by 
«(nich  a  particular  class  of  men  may  be  taxed 
Upon  their  income  so  tis  to  make  them  equal  with 
dthers.  I  may  own  :J5,000  in  a  bond  and  mort- 
gage, and  although  the  man  fails  and  I  do  not 
ge't'a  dollar  of  iticome,  yel  tlie  capital  is  taxed, 
alid  is  placed  upon  the  assessment  roll. 
■'  But  1  desire  to  suggest,  because  an  illustration 
rhiikcs  a  matter  plainer,  that  in  the  city  where  I 
reside  thewealth,  the  personal  wealth  of'the  whole 
couhtry,  IS  gathered  there  in  our  banks.  They 
pay  a  considerable  portion— about  one  fourth— 
of  the  city  or  municipal  taxes,  being  rated  like 
othera.  A  great  portion  of  our  population  is  com- 
posed of  mechanics  who  own  their  houses  and 
lots,  and  there  are  a  few  men  who  own  stores. 

Now,  then,  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law  all  the 
State  banks  h.ivc  got  to  come  under  its  provisions- 
they  are  tempted  by  the  benefitw  on  the  one  side' 
niKl  lAehcd  by  the  ptnallies  on  the  other,  and  they 


must  all  come  under  it.  By  exempting  them 
from  taxation,  you  take  all  that  personal  estate 
from  under  taxation,  unless  it  can  be  got  at  by 
some  special  legislation. 

Mr.  KASSON.  With  the  permission  of  my 
friend  I  will  say  that  J  do  not  think  he  has  appre- 
ciated the  extent  of  the  suggestion  which  I  made 
to  him.  It  was  not  merely  that  it  might  be  taxed 
as  income  so  far  as  dividends  were  realized,  but 
that  the  representation  of  that  stock  might  be 
reached  for  the  capital  invested  by  liim  in  the 
bank. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  In  other  words,  if  1  had 
;^100,000  invested  in  the  bank  I  might  be  assessed 
for  that  amount. 

Mr.  KASSON.  TRis  clause  only  extends  to 
the  exemption  of  the  corpora  tionasacorporation. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  object  to  that,  because  it 
has  been  the  universal  policy  of  the  States  and  of 
the  General  Government  to  tax  corporations,  and 
the  effect  of  the  gentleman's  suggestion  would  be 
to  impose  an  income  tax  upon  the  corporation 
and  make  individuals  pay  it. 

Sup|K)se  a  stockholder  holds  §l,000of  stock  in 
a  bank  in  the  city  of  Utica,  and  tliat  he  removes 
his  residence  to  New  Jersey,  how  is  he  to  be 
reached  for  the  purpose  of  taxation  .'  He  is  u 
non-resident  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  cannot 
be  taxed.  This  is  a  common  occurrence.  Men 
are  accustomed  to  live  in  New  Jersey  and  do  busi- 
ness in  New  York  so  that  they  cannot  be  taxed 
in  New  York  on  their  personal  property.  As 
the  result  of  this  war  taxation  will  necessarily  be 
very  heavy  for  the  nation,  the  States, and  the  cities, 
and  you  will  find  that  stockholders  in  these  banks 
will  not  reside  where  their  capital  is  invested. 
They  will  be  non-residents  of  the  city  or  Stale  in 
which  the  corporation  which  is  using  their  capi- 
tal does  business.  So  that  unless  you  tax  the  cap- 
ital of  the  corporation  they  will  be  entirely  beyond 
your  jurisdiction.  That  is  so  particularly  in  re- 
gard to  municipal  governments.  They  have  to 
pay  all  the  expenses  of  police,  of  lighting,  of 
street-cleaning;  and  corporations  come  there  and 
locate  because  of  the  convenience  for  business, 
enjoying  all  the  protection  of  the  city  government, 
while  their  stockholders,  by  living  elsewjiere, 
avoid  contributing  to  those  expenses.  We  can- 
not tax  them  at  all  unless  we  do  it  by  laying  the 
tax  on  the  creature  which  the  law  creates,  and 
which  is,  for  all  those  purposes,  deemed  a  person. 

The  committee  will  pardon  me  if  1  read  r,n  ex- 
tractfrom  the  report  of  Mr. Van  Dyke,  the  super- 
intendent of  banks  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
who  is — lest  gentlemen  may  suppose  that  party 
feeling  influences  him  in  this  matter — himself  a 
meiTiberof  the  party  in  power.  He  speaks  of  this 
subject  for  this  reason;  our  banks  were  buying 
up  these  United  States  bonds  that  are  exempt  from 
laxntion,  and  converting  their  capital  into  them; 
and  the  courts  had  held  that  that  part  of  their 
capital  tlius  invested  was  not  liable  to  be  taxed. 
This  bill  is  much  more  sweeping  in  that  respect. 
It  not  only  exempts  the  capital  thus  invested,  but 
when  two  thirds  of  it  is  so  invested,  it  exempts 
the  whole. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  says  in  his  report: 

"  Heretofore  tlie  capital  of  eacli  bank,  association,  &c., 
has  been  tbe  direct  subject  of  taxation."  *  *  * 
"The  banking  institutions  of  the  State  hold  United  States 
securities  to  an  amount  exceeding  tlieir  aggregate  capitals. 
Even  this  bears  but  a  small  proposition  urUic  suiii  held  by 
individuals,  and  when  this  amount  of  capital  is  abstracted 
from  the  taxable  property  of  ilieiStale,  it  beeomcs  obvious 
that  the  burdens  imposed  upon  other  forms  of  investment 
must  be  greatly  enhanced."  *.  *  *  *  "It 
cannot  be  deemed  unjust  that  ihe  burdens  of  the  Stale 
should  be  imposed  without  partiality  on  the  properly  of  the 
State.  Banks,  corporations,  and  individuals  share  alike 
in  the  protection  of  Slate  laws  and  the  advantages  of  local 
government.  The  equity  which  rrh'ases  a  laige  portion  of 
the  wealth  of  the  State  "from  local  taxation,  and  fixes  tlie 
deficiency  upon  property  less  negotiable  in  its  character — 
which  exempts  the  bonds  of  the  capitalist  from  Stale  tax-: 
ation  only  to  assess  it  upon  the  dwelling  of  the  humble 
iiieclianie  or  the  land  of  the  agriculturist — will  not  be 
readily  admitted.  Had  Congress  limited  the  immunities 
oonferred  upon  the  holders  of  United  States  stocks  to  ex- 
emption from  taxation  for  all  purposes  of  the  national  Gov-  , 
eminent,  jt  would  probably  liave  subserved  every  desirable  | 
end.  lint  when  it  goes  further, and  assunies  to  remove  the 
properly  of  citizens  from  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
State  in  wliicli  it  is  locaied,  and  exempts  il  from  all  bur- 
dens ol'n  municipal  character,  it  trenches  upon  ground  of 
qiicslionable  uiiluy,  which  may  be  productive  of  popular  j 
discontent,  alike  injurious  to  the  government  and  the  insll- 
tutinns  availing  themselves  of  the  immunities  offered." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  was  written  in  refer- 
ence to  the  law  as  it  stood  before,  liy  which  Uiii-  ' 
ted  Slates  bonds  werecxeiiipt  from  taxation.  The  ; 


wealthy  men  of  the  community  who,  by  the  self- 
interest  which  always  moves  tnen,  invested  their 
personal  estate  in  these  bonds,  were  exempt  from 
taxation  for  State,  couniy,  town,  village,  or  city 
purposes.  They  were  free  from  those  burdens 
which  they  should  have  shared;  and  the  burdens 
of  the  Slate  and  city  governments  whose  advant- 
ages they  enjoyed  were  cast  upon  other  classes 
of  persons  with  great  inequality  and  great  in- 
justice, as  the  bank  superintendent  says.  But 
this  bill  not  only  proposes  to  exempt  United 
States  bonds,  but  also  to  exempt  the  cntiro  capi- 
tal of  these  banks  whenever  a  certain  proportt&H' 
of  it  is  invested  in  this  way. 

1  trust,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  those  who  deem 
this  to  be  a  wise  measure  will  give  a  fair  consid- 
eration— that  is  all  I  ask,  as  it  affects  all  generally 
alike — to  this  feature  of  it.  I  have  received  let- 
ters on  the  subject  from  private  persons,  and  res- 
olutions from  towns,  calling  my  attention  to  this, 
and  asking  that  Congress  shall  have  its  attention 
called  to  this  exemption  of  United  States  bonds 
from  State  taxation,  saying  that  it  enables  the 
wealthy  to  put  their  property  in  these  securities, 
thus  avoiding  taxation,  and  throwing  the  burdens 
of  it  on  the  other  classes  of  the  community.  They 
argue  that  it  would  be  better  to  pay  a  higher  rate 
of  interest,  or  favor  their  negotiation  by  exempt- 
ing them  from  United  Slates  taxation,  but  that 
this  getting  up  a  discrimination  at  home  among 
the  people  was  unjust,  in  the  first  place,  and  would 
be  injurious. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  only  to  call  attention 
to  this  view  of  things,  especially  in  reference  to 
my  own  Slate;  and  I  can  see  no  distinction  be- 
tween that  and  others.  1  have  endeavored  not  to 
enter  into  a  general  discussion  of  the  policy  of  the 
bill,  which,  however,  I  hope  will  be  fully  dis- 
cussed, for  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  bill  fraught  with 
more  of  good  or  evil  than  most  bills  which  come 
before  us.  It  is  one  certainly  which,  combining 
as  it  does  all  the  banking  capital  of  the  country, 
will  in  the  hands  of  a  party  Administration  wield 
for  that  party  nn  influence  far  greater  than  was 
ever  wielded  by  any  Administration  or  any  party 
in  the  history  of  the  country. 

But,  sir,  as  1  remarked  in  the  outset,  I  do  not 
intend  to  discuss  this  bill  in  its  general  principles; 
1  merely  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  these 
pariiculvir  features,  which  L  trust  will  be  amended 
if  it  is  to  become  a  law.  I  hope  they  will  receive 
the  careful  consideration  of  the  House  and  of 
Congress. 

Before  I  take  my  seat  I  will  indicate  an  amend- 
ment which  I  have  prepared,  and  which  some 
gentleman  may  perhaps  offer  at  the  proper  time 
in  my  absence.  I  propose  to  amend  the  eighth 
section  by  adding  as  follows: 

And  sucli  associations  and  corporations  shall  severally 
be  subject  to  sucli  municipal  taxation  upon  their  real  and 
personal  estate  tiie  same  as  persons  residing  at  their  re^ 
spective  places  of  business  are  subject  to  such  taxaliouby 
State  laws. 

Mr.PRUYN.  Mr. Chairman, asthis  discussion 
will  probably  continue  for  some  days,  I  may  at 
some  future  time,  if  opportunity  offers,  present 
some  general  views  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  this 
measure.  But  at  present  i  wish  to  make  a  few 
remarks,inregard  to  an  amendment  which  I  shall 
propose  at  some  proper  time,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  understood  by  gentlemen  upon  tlie  other  si^le 
of  the  House,  and  that  it  may  be  acted  upon  either 
now  or  at  some  future  stage  of  the  consideration 
of  the  measure,  as  may  seein  most  desirable.     ' 

As  has  already  been  stated  by  my  two  col- 
leagues who  hnvepreceded  me,  [Mr.  BRoorcsand 
Mr.  Kernan,]  it  is  evident  th.nlthis  bill,  in  some 
shape,  is  to  pass,  that  this  policy  is  to  be  inaugu- 
rated, that  this  addition  is  to  be  made  to  the  powers 
of  this  central  Government.  I  feel  that  it  will  be 
the  greatest  blow  yet  inflicted  upon  the  States; 
that  this  is  to  be  the  greatest  stride  toward  that 
despotic  power  which,  if  the  policy  of  the  pres- 
ent Administration  be  continued,  must,  in  a  few 
years,  spread  over  this  country. 

At  the  request  of  friends,  and  of  those  who  are 
interested  in  this  bill,  I  have  gone  through  with 
all  of  if,  and  shall  be  prepared,  as  the  committee 
proceed  with  its  consideration,  seciion  by  section, 
to  submit  such  amendments  as  I  believe  will  go 
to  perfect  the  scheme, and  make  it  as  little  ohjoc- 
tioiiable  as  possible;  at  any  rale,  to  enable  it  to 
WQrk  HS  smoothly  as  such  a  scheme  can  work. 

i  beg  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  who  will  have  the  ref^pcuisibility  attend- 
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ant  upon  this  measure,  and  particularly  those 
wh'i  have  especial  charge  of  it,  to  remove  this  bu- 
reau, this  branch  of  the  Government,  as  far  from 
the  fluctuations  of  politics  and  of  political  influ- 
ences as  possible.  I  thinic  that  sufficient  prom- 
inence and  sufficient  position  is  not  given  by  this 
bill  to  the  head  of  this  department.  It  should 
be  made,  not  a  bureau  of  tiie  Treasury  Depart- 
ment— the  Treasury  has  enough  to  attend  to  al- 
ready— but  it  should  be  made  a  separate  admin- 
istrative Department  of  the  Government,  and  it 
should  be  located  at  the  commercial  center  of 
the  Government,  at  New  York,  and  not  at  Wash- 
ington. It  should  be  removed  from  the  political 
influences  and  the  political  fluctuations  which  at- 
tend everything  here.  Its  head  should  receive 
an  ample  salary,  as  large  as  any  other  officer  of 
the  Government.  All  this  should  be  done  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  this  vast  power  as  far  from 
the  great  influences  of  party  as  possible,  for  it 
will  prove  a  povver,  if  this  policy  is  to  be  carried 
out,  that  can  hardly  be  overestimated,  in  this  Gov- 
ernment. With  a  desire,  therefore,  to  disconnect 
it  as  far  as  possible  from  such  influences,  I  would 
place  it  outside  of  any  existing  Department  and 
put  it  where  it  ought  to  be,  in  the  commercial 
center  of  the  country. 

For  this  purpose  I  have  prepared  an  amend- 
ment which  1  shall  submit  to  the  committee  as  a 
substitute  for  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  or  as  an 
independent  section,  which,  if  adopted,  would 
necessarily  take  the  place  of  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  when  we  come  to  perfect  the  measure. 

I  will  send  my  amendment  to  the  Clerk  to  be 
read. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows; 

Strike  from  the  firstsection  the  words :  "  That  there  snail 
be  establislR'd  in  the  Treasury  Department  a  separate  bu- 
reau, which  sliall  bocliargcd  Willi  the  execution  of  this  and 
all  other  laws  that  may  he  passed  by  Congress  respecting 
the  is.siie  and  regulation  of  a  national  currency  secured  by 
United  States  bonds.  The  chief  otTicer  of  the  said  bureau 
shall  be  dc-nouiinated  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  and 
shall  be  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  He  shall  be  appointed  by  the  I'resideiU,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Ssnate,  and  shall  hold 
his  office  for  the  term  of  live  years  unless  sooner  removed 
by  ihc  I'residciil,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate;  ho  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  $5,000;  he 
shall  have  a  competentdeputy,  appointed  by  the  Secretary, 
whose  salary  shall  be  S-(300,  and  who  shall  possess  the 
power  and  perform  the  duties  attached  by  law  to  the  office 
of  Comptroller  (luring  a  vacancy  in  such  office  and  during 
his  absence  or  inability ;  he  shall  employ,  from  time  to  lime, 
the  necessary  clerks  to  discharge  such  duties  as  lie  shall 
direct,  which  clerks  shall  be  appointed  andclassifisd  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  manner  now  provided  by 
law;"  and  in  lieu  lln^reof  insert  the  following: 

That  there  shall  bo  established  a  separate  administrative 
Deparlmenl  of  the  Government, to  be  called  "the  Bank 
Department,"  which  shall  be  charged  with  the  execution 
of  all  laws  respecting  the  issue  and  regulation  of  a  national 
currency.  The  head  of  the  said  Deparlmentshall  be  called 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  lie  shall  be  appointed 
by  lllc  rresidont,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Suiuile,  and  shall  hold  his  olfice  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  l'resid«nt,  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  .Senate.  His  otlicc  shall  he  in  tin!  city 
of  New  York,  and  his  salary  shall  be  $8,000  per  annum. 
The  said  ofliocr  may  appoint  a  deputy  to  discharge  such 
duties  as  may  he  assigned  to  him,  whose  salary  shall  be 
$4,000  per  annum,  and  who  shall  possess  the  power  and 
perforin  llnululies  ofilic  said  ComptrolhT  during  a  vacancy 
ill  his  ollice,  and  during  his  absence  orinability.  The  said 
ConiptidlU.r  may,  from  lime  to  liinc,  employ  such  clerks  in 
the  said  Department,  and  at  sneh  compensation,  as  he  may 
deem  propi'r;  and  In;  shall  have  authority  to  make  all  ne- 
ocBsary  arrangements  for  conducting  the  business  of  the 
said  nepartmenl  in  all  its  branches. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  first  section  has  been  passed,  iiiid  the  com^ 
mittee  is  now  on  the  second  section.  The  gen- 
tleman's amrMidiiient  is  therefore  not  in  order. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  am  quite  sensible  that  we 
have  passed  from  the  first  section.  The  Clerk 
has  read  the  fir.st  section,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond; but  no  vote  has  been  taken.  It  is  in  the 
Ij^ower  of  the  comtnittce  to  go  back. 
,,  I  take  it  for  granted,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we 
?in:  in  good  faith  discussing  this  whole  project 
with  a  view  of  arriving  at  what  may  be  consid- 
ered the  bc>;t  results.  For  my  part  I  am  pre- 
pared, 08  far  as  I  am  able,  to  offer  suggestions  in 
eood  faith  on  various  points  connected  with  the 
bill,  wiih  a  view  of  making  it  what  I  believe  its 
frieiiil.s  intend  it  to  be. 

Mr.  HOOTER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  whether  his  ameiidineiit  is  a  part  of  the  bill 
prepurid  by  Mr.  Gallatin.' 

Mr.  PRUYN.  It  was  written  by  mc, and  the 
ink  in  not  yet  dry  upon  it,  I  have  not  seen  Mr. 
Gallatin '■  bili 


Mr.  HOOPER.  I  was  going  to  suggest  that 
that  bill  be  brought  up  as  a  substitute  for  the  one 
pending. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Gal- 
latin had  prepared  a  bill.  I  wrote  the  amendment 
at  my  desk  while  the  discussion  was  going  on. 

I  have  already  stated, and  I  wish  to  enforce  the 
view  if  it  be  necessary  to  do  so — the  subject  is  so 
important  I  believe  1  am  justified  in  substantially 
repeating  it — that  it  is  highly  desirable  and  import- 
ant to  the  success  of  this  scheme  that  it  should 
be  separated,  as  far  as  possible,  from  the  chang- 
ing politics  of  the  day.  I  off'er  this  amendment 
in  good  faith,  believing  if  a  Department  be  estab- 
lished of  this  character  it  will  be  more  stable, and 
its  duties  will  be  more  fairVy  exercised.  I  mean 
by  that,  that  it  will  be  withdrawn  from  political 
influences,  which  will  strengthen  the  system  and 
draw  to  it  the  confidence  of  the  people.  I  will, 
if  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  see  fit,  offer 
it  as  a  substitute  for  the  first  section,  or  reserve 
the  right  to  offer  it  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill.  I 
will  pursue  either  course  for  the  purpose  of  ar- 
riving fairly  at  the  point  I  wish  to  present.  I 
know  that  it  requires  unanimous  consent  to  go 
back  and  moveiny  amendment  to  the  first  section, 
and  I  now  ask  that  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  object.  When  we  get 
through,  the  gentleman  can  move  a  substitute  for 
the  bill. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to 
undergo  the  labor  of  preparing  a  substitute  for  the 
whole  bill  if  ihe  real  essence  and  germ  of  thatsub- 
stitute  can  be  tested  in  an  amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  go  further  and  say 
that  when  wego  into  the  House  the  previous  ques- 
tion shall  not  be  called  until  the  gentleman  has 
had  an  opportunity  to  submit  a  substitute  for  the 
first  section.  That  will  answer  his  purpose  and 
enable  us  to  get  along  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  appreciate  the  kind  feeling  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  his  desire 
to  accommodate  me;  but  I  really  think  if  we  are 
going  to  discuss  the  bill  with  the  great  principles 
involved  in  it,  we  should  consider  the  questions 
and  propositions  which  bear  upon  it  now.  If  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  go  through  this  bill  with 
a  view  of  carrying  out  the  scheme  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  it  can  hardly 
be  expected  that  the  House  will  overturn  their 
action  by  adopting  a  substitute  to  be  all  gone  over 
again. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  we  allow  the  gentleman's 
request  to  go  back,  which  we  should  be  glad  to 
do,  we  cannot  refuse  it  to  anybody  else  who  loses 
his  time.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  adopt  the 
other  course.  If  his  proposition  has  merit  in  it, 
it  will  pass  in  the  House. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  What  is  the  rule  in  regard  to 
the  matter.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Where  the  committee  is 
considering  a  bill  section  by  section  and  clause  by 
clause  it  is  not  in  order  to  recur  to  any  section  or 
clause  which  has  been  passed. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Whether  a  vote  was  taken  or 
not.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  considered  as  assented 
to  whether  amendments  have  been  ofl'ered  or  not, 
and  whether  a  vote  has  been  taken  or  not. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  For  the  purpose  of  a  test  vote 
I  move  my  proposition  as  n  substitute  for  the  sec- 
tion under  consideration.  It  has  already  been  read 
and  the  committee  understand  it. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  ask  to  call  the  gentletnnn's 
attention  to  this  fact:  this  proposition  can  at  any 
time,  embracing  half  a  dozen  lines,  be  presented 
to  the  House  as  an  independent  clause  conferring 
all  of  these  powers  conferred  by  this  bill  upon  the 
C(n-nptroller  of  tlu;  Currency,  or  upon  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  upon  an  officer  to  be  called 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall  keep 
his  office  in  New  York  city.  At  anytime  half  a 
dozen  lines  will  enable  him  to  test  the  sense  of 
the  House. 

There  are  so  many  important  considerations 
contiected  with  the  proposition,  that  I  should  be 
glad  to  liave  it  considered  as  a  separate  subjt.xt — 
that  it  should  be  fairly  considered  as  a  proposilioft 
to  create  an  independent  Department.  Itdoos  not 
concern  the  merits  of  this  bill  as  to  its  general 
features,  and  embraces  so  many  considerations  in- 
dependent of  this  bill  that  I  prefer,  if  agreeable 
to  the  gentleman,  to  have  it  presented  as  a  new 
bill,  which  he  can  do  at  any  time. 


Mr.  PRUYN.  I  submit  that  that  is  not  the 
way  to  reach  a  point  of  this  kind.  We  are  con- 
sidering the  whole  thing  and  desire  to  put  it  in 
the  best  shape  possible.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  propose  to  enact  a  law  which  some 
of  us  think  objectionable,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  asks  us  to  bring  in  a  statute  amendatory  of 
that  law.  It  strikes  me  that  our  duty  is  to  get  at 
it  and  to  meet  it  fairly  now.  If  gentlemen  do  not 
mean  to  allow  it  to  be  fairly  met,  let  them  say  so. 
If,  in  our  eff'orts  to  put  this  thing  in  the  best  shape 
for  the  future  of  the  country,  we  are  to  be  met 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House  with  objections 
purely  technical,  then  there  is  an  end  of  all  fair 
discussion  on  this  subject.  I  submit  whether  this 
is  the  true  way  to  meet  this  question.  If  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House  think  that  is, 
it  is  in  their  power  to  do  so.  AH  I  can  do  is  to 
insist  on  what  I  consider  the  true  way.  If  my 
proposition  is  not  agreeable  to  the  othrf  side,  they 
will  vote  it  down.  If  it  has  merits  it  ought  to  be 
introduced  now,  for  it  affects  the  whole  frame- 
work of  the  bill. 

On  a  division  there  were — ayes  15,  noes  43;  no 
quorum  voting. 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Prutn  and 
Hooper  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  32,  noes  55;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Rather  than  break  up  the  com- 
mittee I  will  withdraw  my  amendment,  intending 
to  ciffur  it  at  another  time. 

The  Clerk  read  the  fourth  section,  as  follows: 

Sec. 4.  ^ndbcitfurlkm- enacted,  That  the  term  '-United 
States  bonds,"  as  used  in  this  act,  shall  be  construed  to 
mean  all  registered  bonds  now  issued,  or  that  may  here- 
after be  issued,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  by  Uie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  pursuance  of  law. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  move  to  insert  the  words  "  and 
coupons"  after  the  words  "registered  bonds." 

Mr.  HOOPER.  If  the  gentleman  will  give  me 
his  attention  for  a  moment  I  think  he  will  with- 
draw his  amendment.  The  object  was  to  trans- 
fer only  registered  bonds  for  the  security  of  the 
bonds,  they  not  being  transferable  from  hand  to 
hand,  by  delivery.  The  coupon  bonds,  if  they 
be  stolen  from  the  Department,  pass  from  hand 
to  hand,  and  are  good  in  the  possession  of  any 
person  who  happens  to  hold  them.  I  call  the 
gentleman's  attention  to  an  amendment  I  am  di- 
rected by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
offer  at  the  proper  place,  which  authorizes  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  any  cou- 
pon bonds  for  registered  bonds.  It  will  cover,  I 
think,  the  point  iie  has  in  view. 

Mr.  PRICE.  That  will  answer  my  purpose, 
and  I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

The  sixth  section  was  then  read. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  this  section 
in  line  four,  page  4,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  association"  the  words  "  which  name  shall  be." 

Tlie  amendment  is  merely  a  verbal  one. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  by  insertinff 
in  line  twenty,  after  the  word  "  notary,"  the  word 
"  and;"  another  verbal  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  desire  to  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman of  the  Ways  and  Means  who  has  charge  of 
this  bill,  an  amendment  in  reference  to  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  third  subdivision  of  this  section.  It 
reads: 

Third.  The  amount  of  its  capital  stock,  and  the  number 
of  shares  into  which  the  same  shall  be  subdivided. 

I  move  to  strike  out  nil  of  that  clause  after  the 
word  "  stock, "and  insert  in  lieu  thereoflhe  words 
"  which  shall  be  divided  into  shares  of  jplOO each.'* 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  suggest  further  that  in  Iin« 
seventeen,  where  it  is  provided  that  "the  said  cer- 
tificate shall  be  acknowledged  before,"  &c.,  the 
word  "acknowledged"  docs  not  seem  to  be  quitft 
definite  enough.  There  is  no  requirement  that 
the  party  shall  be  known  to  the  officer,  and  no 
form  of  any  kind  is  prescribed  for  the  acknowl- 
edgment. Acknowledgments  in  one  State  arc 
different  from  those  in  another  State. 

Mr.  HOOPER.     1  think  that  should  statjd  ag 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Very  well.  I  will  call  the  at- 
tention  of  the  gentleman  to  another  thing.  The 
latter  part  of  the  section  reads  as  follows: 

Copiei  of  »Hph,  ccflifipato,  dul>  certified  by  the  Co«ip- 
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troller  and  authenticated  by  his  seal  of  office,  shall  be  n 
legal  and  sufficient  evidence,  in  all  courts  and  places  witliin 
tlie  United  States  or  tlio  jurisdiction  of  the  Govoriimeiit 
thereof,  of  the  existence  of  sucli  association,  ahd  of  every 
other  matter  or  thing  which  could  be  proved  by  llie  pro- 
duction of  the  original  certificate. 

The  question  may  arise  as  to  the  genuineness 
of  the  signature,  and  of  course  you  vi^ould  be  com- 
pelled in  such  a  case  to  produce  the  original  cer- 
tificate. I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "  and  of 
every  other  matter  or  thing." 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Ifihosewordsstood  by  them- 
selves I  should  think  it  proper  to  strike  them  out, 
because  that  would  be  loose  kind  of  proof;  but 
as  the  clause  nvakes  this  copy  theorigmal  certifi- 
cate, it  seems  proper  it  should  remain,  because  it 
will  prove  what  the  original  would,  and  nothing 
else. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  seventh  section  was  then  read,  aa  follows: 

Sec.  7.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  association 
shall  be  organized  under  this  act,  with  a  less  capital  than 
^100,000,  nor,  in  a  city  whose  population  exceeds  fifty  thou- 
sand persons,  with  a  less  capital  than  $200,000. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Not  only  upon  my  own  mo- 
tion, but  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  other 
members,  I  move  to  amend  that  section  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  allow  the  organization  of 
a  bank  with  a  capital  of  not  less  than  $50,000  at  any  town 
having  a  pop\ilation  of  not  more  than  fifty  thousand  per- 
sons; but  in  such  case  the  entire  amount  of  capital  shall 
be  paid  in  before  it  shall  be  authorized  to  commence  the 
business  of  banking. 

I  offer  the  amendment  for  the  reason  that  in 
many  of  the  more  thinly  settled  States  there  is  an 
amount  of  capital  proportioned  to  the  amount  of 
business  transacted  in  certain  local  centers;  and 
many  banks  now  under  State  authority  are  estab- 
lished upon  a  basis  of  ^50,000.  In  my  own  State, 
for  example,  that  is  the  minimum  limit  for  the 
branches  of  the  State  bank  of  Iowa.  There  are 
several  such  in  Maryland,  and  in  other  States; 
and  it  has  been  deemed  by  myself,  and  by  other 
gentlemen  also,  important  to  conform  the  provis- 
ions of  thip  bill  in  that  particular  to  the  ascertained 
necessities  and  condition  of  things  in  different 
portions  of  the  United  States.  This  provision 
has  been  inspected  by  the  proper  authorities,  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Currency  among  others;  and 
I  offer  the  amendment  and  ask  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  upon  it. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  4  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  words 
"but  in  such  case  the  entire  amount  of  capital 
shall  be  paid  in  before  it  shall  be  authorized  to 
commence  the  business  of  banking."  In  many 
small  towns  in  Michigan  and  other  States,  banks 
are  desirable  and  the  people  wish  to  establish  them, 
and  $50,000  is  sufficient  capital  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  localities.  Now,  I  see  no.  reason  for  put- 
ting such  banks  on  a  different  footing  from  banks 
in  larger  places.  I  would  vote,  for  the  proviso  if 
the  words  1  have  specified  are  stricken  out.  I 
hope  they  will  be. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Mr.  Chairman,  a  single  word 
on  that  amendment  which  proposes  to  strike  out 
the  clause  requiring  the  $50,000  to  he  paid  up.  I 
believe  we  ought  to  have  a  respectable  capital  in 
any  of  these  institutions  before  we  give  them  the 
general  privileges  of  banking,. while  in  all  cases 
where  there  is  a  population  in  any  given  commu- 
nity demanding  a  bank  at  all,  the  capital  ought  to 
be,  I  have  no  doubt,  $100,000.  There  are  reasons 
which  1  have  already  referred  to,  resting  upon  the 
condition  of  things,  which  should  lead  us  to  lake 
that  $50,000  as  a  basis.  There  is  no  banking  sys- 
tem that  I  know  of  that  authorizes  a  bank  with 
less  capital  than  $.50,000.  I  think  that  in  all  those 
cases  which  it  is  desirable  to  provide  for,  at  least 
fifty  thousand  dollars  capital  should  be  paid  in.  If 
we  get  below  that  sum,  andallow  persons  tocom- 
mence  the  business  of  banking  on  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  will  be 

fetting  the  banking  system  down  to  too  trifling  a 
asis,  and  one  not  calculated  to  inspire  confidence 
in  the  comriiunity.  ft  is  for  that  reason  that  we 
have  thought  It  best  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  and  fix  that  limit  in 
the  case  of  these  small  banks. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa  whether  the  practical  working  of  the 
present  law  has  been  found  objectionable  with 
the  present  limit  of  $50,000  capital?    It  accms  ^o 


me  that  if  this  banking  system  is  a  good  one,  of 
which  1  have  always  had  doubts,  and  in  which  I 
am  free  to  say  I  have  yet  no  faitl),  it  would  be 
well  perhaps  todistributeitas  widely  as  possible. 
As  the  limit  in  our  State,  and  in  the  State  of  Iowa, 
and  in  other  States  is  $50,000, 1  would  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  what  reason  there  is  for  raising  that 
limit? 

Mr.  KASSON.  If  I  understand  my  friend 
from  Maine,  he  says  the  limit  under  the  present 
law  is  $50,000. 

Mr.  PIKE.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  presume  it  is  a  paid-up  cap- 
ital of  $50,0C0.  This  only  requires  the  capital 
to  be  paid  up,  $50,000,  before  the  business  of 
banking  is  commenced.  I  think  the  people  are 
entitled  to  that  much  security  of  the  bona  fides  of 
the  proprietors  of  these  banks.  I  am  informed  by 
my  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hooper,] 
that  there  has  been  inconvenience  experienced 
under  the  present  system,  which  authorizes  the 
commencement  of  the  business  of  banking  on  less 
capital;  that  there  is  a  very  large  proportion  of 
small  banks,  larger  than  is  desirable,  larger  than 
contributes  to  confidence  in  the  system. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  do  not  understand  that  that  ob- 
jection should  apply.  A  bank  with  $50,000  cap- 
ital is  organized  on  the  same  principle  as  a  bank 
with  a  capital  of  $5,000,000;  and  why  should  not 
the  bills  of  the  smaller  bank  carry  the  same  de- 
gree of  credit  as  those  of  the  larger,  when  both 
are  alike  secured  by  national  stock  ?  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  makes 
an  invidious  "distinction  between  the  two.  Be- 
sides, it  proposes  that  these  banks  with  $50,000 
capital  shall  only  be  located  in  towns  with  less 
than  five  thousand  inhabitants.  In  our  State, 
which  is  sparsely  settled;  and  where  there  are  a 
great  many  small  towns,  there  are  banks,  very 
con  venient  for  local  purposes,  established  in  towns 
of  less  than  five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Mr.  KASSON.  My  friend  from  Maine  cer- 
tainly does  not  understand  the  proposition.  It 
is  for  the  express  purpose  of  giving  the  banking 
privilege  to  towns  of  less  than  five  thousand  in- 
habitants. 

Mr.  PIKE.  Where  towns  have  a  population 
slightly  exceeding  five  thousand  there  have  been 
banks  established  with  a  capital  of  $50,000.  This 
bill  will  prevent  that. 

Mr.  KASSON.  It  is  necessary  that  the  bill  shall 
fixa  minimum  of  capital  and  a  designation  of  pop- 
ulation. It  fixes  the  capital  of  a  bank  at  one  or 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  according  to  the 
population  of  the  city  where  it  is  established. 
You  must  fix  some  figure  for  the  population  when 
the  capital  is  reduced  to  $50,000.  Otherwise  you 
will  bring  the  entire  system  into  discredit  by  al- 
lowing men  of  small  means,  and  without  the  re- 
quisite knowledge  of  banking,  to  establish  a  great 
number  of  these  small  banks.  I  take  the  theory 
which  discriminates  capital  according  to  popula- 
tion, and  ask  simply  that  Congress  shall  extend 
this  privilege  to  small  towns  not  likely  to  have  a; 
bank  with  a  capital  of  $100, 000,  and  permit  them  to 
do  businesson  a  capital  of  $50,000.  My  own  town, 
for  instance,  having  a  population  slightly  over 
five  thousand,  would  be  able  to  raise  a  bank  with 
$100,000 capital.  But,  sir,  we  had  toselcctsome 
limit  as  a  basis  of  action,  and  I  took  the  mean  of 
the  general  estimates  that  were  made;  some  w.cre 
higher,  and  some  lower.  The  limit  I  have  fixed  in 
my  amendment  will  go  beyond  what  it  should  be 
in  the  judgment  of  some  with  whom  I  iiave  con- 
versed, and  will  fall  short  of  it  in  the  estimate  of 
others.  1  therefore  fixed  it  at  five  thousand,  sup- 
posing that  any  town  with  a  larger  population  will 
be  able  to  raise  a  bank  with  a  capital  of  $100,000. 

Mr.  PIKE.  Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa  to  say  that  in  practice  the  banks  with 
a  capital  of  $50,000  have  brought  the  system  into 
discredit? 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  answer  the  question  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  as  I  think  I  stated  before, 
that  to  give  permission  for  the  establishment  of 
banks  with  so  small  a  ca|)ital  in  any  place  irre- 
spective of  population  will  fill  the  country  in 
cities  as  well  as  smaller  towns  with  a  great  pre- 
ponderance of  these  little  petty  banks;  and  1  re- 
new my  declaration  that  it  would  not  be  calcii- 
laled  to  give  credit  to  a  system  of  public  banking. 

Mr.  PIKE.  My  question  was  one  of  fact  and 
not  one  of  theory.  My  question  was  whether  in 
the  practical  wforkiiig  of  the  banking  system  it 


has  been  found  that  the  conduct  of  the  small 
banks,  such  as  those  having  a  capital  of  $50,000, 
has  been  such  as  to  bring  the  system  into  dis- 
credit? 

Mr.  KASSON.  The  gentleman  misunder- 
stands the  application  of  my  remark.  What  I 
desire  to  say  is  that  in  practice  under  the  present 
system  of  banking  great  inconvenience  has  been 
found  from  the  large  preponderance  of  these 
small  banks.  In  other  words,  in  the  large  towns 
and  cities  where  a  capital  of  $100,000  or  $1,000,000 
coiild  have  been  raised  a  good  many  persons  with 
very  little  capital,  and  knowing  nothing  about  the 
business,  have  started  those  petty  banks  with 
$50,000  capital. 

Mr.  PIKE.     Suppose  they  have,  what  of  it? 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man would  prevent  an  undue  accumulation  of 
those  small  banks,  because  it  leaves  it  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  say 
whether  such  banks  with  a  capital  of  $50,000 
may  or  may  not  be  established  in  each  case. 

But  I  should  like  to  know  why  a  bank  with  a 
capital  of  $50,000,  when  it  is  authorized,  should 
have  difficulties  and  obstacles  thrown  in  its  way, 
why  it  should  have  special  conditions  imposed 
upon  it  that  are  not  imposed  upon  one  with 
$5,000,000  ?  Why  are  we  in  these  small  towns 
to  be  subjected  to  these  inconveniences  that  are 
not  placed  upon  the  larger  and  more  wealthy 
towns?  Why  make  this  distinction  ?  Sir,  let  us 
give  to  all  the  same  privileges,  let  us  have  equal 
rights.  There  are  a  good  many  towns  with  five 
thousand,  six  thousand,  or  three  thousand  in- 
habitants in  which  it  would  be  convenient  to  havs 
a  bank,  but  where  $100,000  capital  could  not  be 
easily  raised  and  where  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity do  not  require  so  large  an  institution;  and 
I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  people  of  these 
towns  should  be  subjected  to  hardships  which 
are  not  imposed  upon  others.  I  can  see  no  rea- 
son why  a  bank  with  $50,000  capital  should  not 
be  just  as  safe  as  a  bank  with  $5,000,000  capital, 
nor  can  I  understand  why  these  small  towns  in 
Michigan,  for  instance,  should  not  be  permitted 
to  raise  the  banking  institutions  which  are  neces- 
sary for  their  business  with  the  same  privileges 
that  are  extended  to  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  or  Boston. 

Sir,  we  in  the  sparsely  settled  country  of  the 
West  desire  to  avail  ourselves  of  this  national 
system  of  banking.  We  desire  to  support  the 
national  currency;  we  believe  it  to  be  a  good  cur- 
rency. I  am  willing  that  the  discretion  should  be 
left  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  say  in  each 
instance  whether  one  of  these  banks  of  $50,000 
shall  be  established,  but  when  authority  has  been 
given  I  want  all  to  be  placed  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing. 

The  amendment  to  the  amend  men  t  was  adopted ; ; 
and  then  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  rcr, 
jected. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  move  to  strike  out  "one  hun-j 
dred"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "  fifty."  , 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Brandegee  reported  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  Union 
generally  under  consideration,  and  particularly 
House  bill  No.  333,  to  provide  a  national  cur- 
rency secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks,- 
and  to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption 
thereof,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

ENUOLLED  BILL. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
truly  enrolled  an  act  (H.  II.  No.  341)  to  carry 
into  effect  the  convention  with  Ecuador  for  the 
mutual  adjustment  of  claims;  when  the  Speaker 
signed  the  same. 

CLOSE  OF  DEBATE. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  all  general  debat* 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  ' 
Union  on  the  national  currency  bill  be  closed  in  ■ 
five  minutes  after  its  consideration  shall  be  re- 
sumed. ' 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BROOKS,  Ut 
twenty  minutes  past  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the 
House  adjourned. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  March  25,  1864. 
Prayer  by  tlie  Cliaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Jouriml  of  yesteday  was  read  and  approved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  communicating,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
of  the  StTiate  of  the  15Lh  instant,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  the  establishment 
of  monarchical  Governments  in  Central  and  South 
America;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Rliode  Island  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed exploration  of  eastern  Asia  by  Dr.  AIc- 
Gowan;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  George  W. 
Hall  and  others,  owners  of  the  bark  A  1,  praying 
for  indemnification  for  alleged  losses  occasioned 
by  the  seizure  and  detention  of  that  vessel  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  18th  of  December,  1863;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  DIXON  presented  nine  petitions  of  citizens 
of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  praying  for  increased 
railroad  facilities  between  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  the  United  Stales,  praying  for  the  confiscation 
of  the  lands  of  rebels,  and  their  distribution  among 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  United  States  Army,  and 
such  privates  of  the  rebel  army  as  will  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  POMEROY  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Kansas,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route  from  Lawrence  to  Paola,  and  a  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  Kansas,  praying  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  mail  route  from  Topeka  to  the  Sac 
and  Fox  agency  in  that  Stale;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HARLAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
L&nds,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Kansas,  in  favor  of  a  grant  of  land 
to  that  State  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  reported 
abill  (S.  JNTo.  193)  to  extend  the  eighth  section  of 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre- 
emption rights;"  which  was  read,  and  passed  tp 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  COLL  AMER,  from  the  Committee  oh  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Pioads,  to  whom  were  referred  n 
memorial  of  the  contractors  on  the  overland  mail 
route,  praying  for  a  continuance  of  their  contract, 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  California 
in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  present  schedule 
lime  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  between 
Atchison,  Kansas,  and  Folsom,  California,  re- 
ported a  bill  (S.  No.  194)  to  authorize  the  Post- 
maaier  General  to  contract  with  the  Overland 
Mail  Company  for  the  carrying  the  mails;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  196) 
.0  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  corporation  of  the 
■.iiyof  Washington;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
'xj  a  second  rending. 

Mr.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
lo  whom  were  referred  the  papers  in  relation  to 
ihe  claim  of  Charles  L.  NcUon  for  services  as 
tgent  for  harbor  improvements  at  Burlington, Ver- 
mont, submiued  a  report  accompanied  l)y  a  bill 
(S.  No.  197)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  L.  Nelson. 
The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  [)rinted. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED.  \ 

Mr.  HARLAN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  Joint 
resolution  (S.  No.  38)  explanatory  of  the  tenth 
•section  of  an  act  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the 
survey  niid  Sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  United 
States,  approved  the  30lh  day  of  May,  1HG2; 
wliicli  was  Vi^d  twici-  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Copimittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  in  imr.su.uico  of  prcTiousj 


notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  195)  to  construct  a  ship  canal  for  the 
passage  of  armed  and  naval  vessels  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; wliich  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs  and  the 
Militia. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
198)  to  aid  the  Indian  refugees  to  return  to  their 
homes  in  the  Indian  territory;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  legiil  representatives  of  J.  E.  Martin, 
deceased,  have  leave  to  wiilidraw  their  petition  and  otlier 
papers  from  the  files  of  tiie  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILKINSON,  it  was 
Ordered,  'i'hal  the  petition  and  other  papers  of  the  heirs 
of  Joslina  Chanilj'erlain,  deceased,  he  taiien  from  tlie  files 
of  tlie  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Comiuittee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

REFEREJ[<<fE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.NESMITH.  I  desire  to  move-to  take  up 
a  bill  for  the  mere  purpose  of  reference.  It  is  a 
bill  that  was  reported  yesterday  morning  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  It 
should  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  I  now  ask  to  have  it  taken  up 
and  referred  to  that  committee.  Itisa  bill  (S.  No. 
149)  grantitig  lands  to  the  State  of  Oregon  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  military  road  from  Port- 
land to  Dalles  City. 

Tiie  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  order  will  be 
made,  if  there  be  no  objection,  and  the  bill  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

REPORT  ON  EMIGRATION. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  move  to  take  up  a  resolu- 
tion that  1  offered  the  day  before  yesterday,  asking 
the  President  to  transmit  to  tiie  Senate  an  account 
of  the  moneys  expended  for  colonization.  I  sup- 
pose there  will  be  no  objection  to  its  passage. 

Mr.FESSENDEN.  'If  that  resolution  will  not 
take  up  any  Lime  I  shall  not  interfere  with  it,  but 
I  desire  very  much  to  take  up  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill  this  morning. 

Mr.  POWELL.     I  do  not  desire  to  debate  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  is 
iiow  before  the  Senate  in  its  order,  and  will  be 
read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  Senate  the  rcpoit  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Emigration  for  J863,  with  his  account  of  the  ex- 
isting contracts  and  other  necessary  information  on  the 
question  of  emigration. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

RETURN  OF  MANUSCRIPTS. 

Mr.  WILSON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resoh'ed,  That  the  original  manuscript  copies  of  the  re- 
ports of  I  he  hattle.  ofPlttshnrg  LandingorShiloh,laidhefore 
the  Senate  oji  the  28tli  of  June,  I8G2,  be  returned  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TUE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPiiERsoN,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  IIdusc  of  Representatives  had  passed  a  bill 
(No.  360)  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of 
frauds  in  relation  to  the  names  of  vessels;  in 
which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  message  fiirthcr  announced  tliatthe  House 
of  Repre.<jenlatives  had  passed  the  following  bills 
of  the  Sen.'Ue: 

A  bill  (No.  34)  in  favor  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Israel  C.  Wait;  and 

A  bill  (No.  105)  for  the  relief  of  E.  F.  and 
Samuel  A.  Wood. 

ENROLLED  lilLLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  the 
ff)ll()wingenrolled  bill  and  joint  resolution;  which 
thereupcni  received  the  signature  of  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident: 

A  bill  (11.  No.  341)  to  carry  into  effect  the 
convention  with  Ecuador  for  the  mutual  adjiist- 
ment  of  claims;  and 

A  joint  reaoliiiion  (S.  No.  31)  authorizing  the 
iuiuu  of  a  resrislcr  lo  the  steamer  Mohawk. 


HOUSE  BILL  REFERRED. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
(No.  360)  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of 
frauds  in  relation  to  the  names  of  vessels  waa 
i-ead  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce;  and  the  bill  (No.  306)  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  prescribii'ig  the 
times  and  places  for  holding  terms  of  the  circuit 
court  for  the  districts  of  Iowa,  Minnesota,  and 
Kansas,"  approved  January  13, 1863,  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

MILITARY  INTERFERENCE  WITH  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  move  to  postpone  all 
prior  orders  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  House 
bill  No.  151,  being  the  naval  appropiiation  bill. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  will  inquire  whether 
that  will  supersede  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  not.  The 
unfinished  business  will  come  up  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  If  the  Senator  will  insist 
on  going  on  with  his  speech  at  one  o'clock,  I  do 
not  know  that  I  shall  push  this  motion;  bull  am 
extremely  desirous,  for  the  accommodation  of 
some  gentlemen,  to  dispose  of  this  bill  to-day.  I 
do  not  wish,  however,  to  interfere  wiili  the  just 
rights  of  the  Senator,  if  he  desires  to  go  on  to-day. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
from  Maine  that  my  only  desire  on  the  subject 
arises  from  tliis  fact:  I  did  not  make  any  extended 
notes  of  the  speech  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Michigan  to  whom  I  am  replying,  and  if  the  sub- 
ject goes  over  until  next  week  I  presume  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  [Mr.  Trumbtjll]  will  press  his 
bill  before  the  Senate,  and  I  iTiay  not  get  an  op- 
portunity to  finish  my  remarks  at  all.  I  assure 
the  Senator  I  shall  occupy  but  a  very  short  time. 
I  should  not  have  occupied  yesterday  more  than 
an  hour  if  I  had  not  been  interrupted. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Is  the  Senator  ready  to 
proceed  now.? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.     Yes,' sir. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  I  do  not  know  but 
that  the  Senator  had  better  finish  his  speech  now 
if  he  insists  on  going  on,  and  we  can  take  up  the 
Navy  bill  afterwards,  instead  of  breaking  in  on 
it  at  one  o'clock. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
submit  that  motion  ? 

Mr.FESSENDEN.  I  withdraw  my  motion 
to  take  up  the  Navy  appropriation  bill, and  move 
to  proceed  to  the  consideralion  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday.  ..^^1,. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,. afs 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  37)  to  prevent  officers 
of  the  Army  find  Navy  and  other  persons  engaged 
in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  Utnted 
States  from  interfering  in  elections  of  the  Slates. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Mr.  President,  I  assure 
the  Senate  that  my  desire  to  go  on  this  morning 
does  not  arise  from  any  wish  on  my  part  to  inter- 
fere with  the  business  of  theSenate;  nor  is  it  from 
any  desire  to  be  heard  in  this  body;  but  it  is  sim- 
ply because  the  question  under  consideration  is 
one  in  which  the  people  of  my  State  have  a  deep 
interest,  one  in  which  I,  as  the  repi-esentaiive  of 
that  State,  feel  a  deep  interest,  and  one  which  I 
think  is  more  important  than  any  measure  tliat 
has  been  before  this  Senate  at  the  piesent  session, 
or  is  likely  to  conic  before  it;  bectiuse  it  involves 
no  less  a  question  than  the  constitutional  rights 
of  the  States,  and  the  freedom  of  elections  in  the 
Slates.  It  is  a  question  of  civil  liberty;  a  greater 
question  than  which  cannot  possibly  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  the  Cominittee  ou  Military  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  tlie  bill  under  consideration  was 
referred,  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  re-: 
poll  in  otherre.spects  which  they  have  made,  seem 
to  have  received  aglcam  of  light,  which  appeared 
to  flash  upon  their  minds  and  to  influence  their 
judgmentfor  an  instantat  least.  Henco,!  ,Iin4  W' 
"their  report  ihe  following  remarks:      ,    '"  :    .'n 

"That  rlertions  should  he  free  frnui  all  violence  luidin- 
tlnildatl'tn,  is  an  axiom  of  frco  government  accepted  by  all, 
.-ilid  so  evidentthalit  need  not  be  discussed.  Violeiieeand 
threats  of  violence,  and  lUI  disturbance,  actual  or  ilire.it- 
enod,  calculated  to  kei^p  the  legal  voter  from  the  polla,  or 
lo  constrain  Ills  free  will  and  choice  In  cxcrelshiB  his  right,  i 
are  plainly  incompatible  with  the  principles  on  which  our 
govrrnmenis,  whi^tber  Stale  or  I'cileral,  rest."' 

Now,  Mr.  Presitlenl,  the  bill  which  is  peiuling 
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proposes  to  remedy  an  evil  which  (if  it  exists,  it 
is  ndmitted  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  by  the  iionorableSenatorfrorniVIichigan,  who 
drew  the  report,  or  who,  at  least,  is  responsible 
for  its  presentation  to  the  Senate)  strikes  at  the 
very  foundation,  in  their  own  language,  of  our 
form  of  government,  both  Federal  and  State.  Sir, 
if  the  charges  made -against  this  Administration 
of  having  interfered  with  the  freedom  of  election 
in  the  States  be  true,  then  what  greater,  what  more 
important  subject  can  engage  the  attention  of  this 
Senate?  It  is  a  question,  sir,  in  which,  as  is  ad- 
mitted by  the  report  of  the  committee,  is  involved 
the  very  existence,  not  only  of  your  State,  but  of 
your  Federal  Government. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan  that  the  time  is  unpropitious,  that 
we  are  engaged  in  a  civil  war,  that  this  is  no  lime 
to  hear  complaints  against  the  exercise  of  author- 
ity by  those  who  administer  the  affairs  of  the 
Government.  The  only  reason  which  he  assigns 
for  this  conclusion  is  that  we  are  engaged  in  war. 

Sir,  I  commend  to  the  attention  of  that  Senator, 
and  all  others  who  sympathize  with  him  in  feel- 
ing and  who  believe  with  him,  the  example  of 
one  of  the  greatest  English  statesmen  that  ever 
lived.  1  refer  to  Sir  John  Eliot,  who  in  the  days 
of  Charles,  when  the  liberty  and  the  chartered 
rights  of  English  subjects  were  threatened  with 
destruction,  although  his  country  was  engaged  in 
war  witlra  foreign  power,  rose  in  his  placein  the 
British  Parliament  and  declined  to  discuss  the 
issues  of  war  or  the  questions  involved  in  war  so 
long  as  the  birthright  of  the  English  subject  was 
in  jeopardy.  Sir,  the  burning  words  Of  eloquence 
which  that  champion  of  English  liberty  uttered 
upon  that  occasion  wilj  live  and  be  cherished  as 
Jong  as  the  acts  of  tyranny  and  oppression  of 
Charles  are  remembered  and  hated.  It  is  true 
that  his  noble  utterances  in  the  vindication  of  the' 
rights  of  English  subjects,  it  is  true  that  the  noble 
sentiments  which  he  uttered  in  behalf  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  English  liberty,  cost  him  liis  liberty, 
caused  liim  to  be  imprisoned  for  years  until  dis- 
ease came  to  his  relief,  and  his  death-chamber 
•was  in  one  of  the  prisons  of  Charles.  It  may  be, 
sir,  that  during  the  unhappy  times  through  which 
we  are  passing  the  utterance  of  similar  sentiments 
may  subject  others  to  a  like  fate;  but  the  patriot 
statesman  knows  no  rule  of  conduct  but  that  of 
duty,  and  seeing  the  path  of  duty  plainly  marked 
out  before  him  he  will  pursue  it,  regardless  of  all 
personal  consequences. 

But,  sir,  I  object  to  this  notion  of  the  honorable 
Senator  fromMichigan, that  times  of  civil  war  are 
not  the  times  in  which  American  statesman  or 
American  citizens  should  look  to  their  rights  and 
observe  closely  the  principles  of  the  fundamental 
law.  In  times  like  these,  the  strides  of  power  are 
rapid  and  great,  and  tyrants  in  till  ages  of  the 
world,  who  would  subvert  the  liberties  of  their 
countrymen,  under  the  pretense  of  preserving 
those  liberties,  have,  in  such  periods,  appealed 
to  this  same  great,  high  doctrine  of  necessity. 
Sir,  I  ask  you,  I  ask  the  country,  whether  it  is 
probable,  whether  it  is  likely,  whether  there  is 
any  reason  to  believe  that  if  we  now  temporarily 
abandon  the  rights  which  we  have  received  from 
our  fathers,  and  which  are  guarantied  in  the  fun- 
damental law,  both  State  and  Federal,  we  shall 
ever  regain  them  ?  Look  back  through  this  world 's 
history  and  tell  me,  if  you  can,  where  there  is  a 
single  instance  in  which  a  free  people  have  volun- 
tarily surrendered  their  chartered  liberties  into  the 
kcepingoftheirrulers,  under  the  pleaofnecessity, 
that  they  have  ever  regained  them.  The  example 
does  not  exist  in  history;  and  if  we  now  (under 
the  delusion  that  by  temporarily  surrenderingour 
liberties,  and  intrusting  all  our  rights  into  the 
keeping  of  those  who  administer  the  affairs  of  the 
Government,  we  shall  preserve  the  Union  of  the 
States  and  the  constitutiojial  rights  secured  in  that 
Union)  yield  up  our  rights*  we  shall  wake  up 
hereafter,  when  power  shall  becjome  more  firmly 
fixed,  when  ambition  shall  be  still  further  grati- 
fied, wiien  the  numbers  of  those  who  crawl  around 
the  (cet  of  power  shall  be  increased,  when  their 
interests  to  support  ilie  exercise  of  unwarranted 
power  shall  beincr«aw;d,  and  we  shall  find  that  the 
dream  we  have  indulged  in  of  preserving  our  lib- 
erties by  any  such  surrender  of  our  rights  is  a 
delusion,  and  a  most  deep  dKlusion. 

Sir,  the  eonstitutionnl  rights  secured  to  us  in 
thq  fundamental  law  were  aecuicd  to  us  not  only 


for  times  of  peace  but  for  times  of  war.  They 
areas  the  rudder  to  the  ship,  whicJi,  if  abandoned, 
the  ship  is  lost.  Neither,  sir,  is  there  any  ground 
for  the  pretext  that  the  surrender  of  those  liber- 
ties temporarily  is  necessary  for  their  preserva- 
tion permanently.  It  is  said  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  and  others  who  entertain  the  same 
view  that  he  does,  that  all  those  acts  which  it  is 
alleged  have  been  done  by  authority  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, and  which  find  a  champion  in  him, 
are  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  Union.  What  an  absurdity,  Mr. 
President!  The  idea  that  the  Union  can  be  pre- 
served, and  that  the  Constitution  which  makes 
that  Union,  and  which  is  the  bond  of  that  Union, 
can  be  preserved  by  its  destruction!  Neither  is 
it,  in  my  judgment — rand  I  have  a  right  here  to 
speak  my  opinion  of  the  public  acts  of  public 
men,  and  I  shall  exercise  that  right — the  object 
which  those  who  enact  these  scenes  have  in  view 
to  preserve  the  Union  and  the  Constitution.  Why 
do  I  say  so.'  I  say  so  because  their  own  acts 
demonstrate  the  fact,  and  their  utterances  also 
evince  the  truth  of  what  I  say.  These  acts  done 
to  preserve  the  Constitution  and  the  Union!  Let 
any  man  in  this  country  at  this  day  say  in  a  pub- 
lic speech  in  any  community,  and  let  it  come  home 
to  the  ears  of  those  who  exercise  power,  that  he 
is  in  favor  of  the  Union  as  it  was  and  the  Consti- 
tution as  it  is,  and  what  is  the  judgment  they  pass 
upon  him?  That  he  is  a  disloyal  man,  that  he 
is  not  faithful  to  his  obligations  to  the  Govern- 
ment under  which  he  lives.  That  noblest  of  all 
sentiments  uttered  during  these  days  of  revolu- 
tion, "the  Union  as  it  was  and  the  Constitution 
as  it  is,"  is  adjudged  by  the  very  men  who  are 
guilty  of  perpetrating  these  acts  as  an  evidence, 
clear  and  unquestionable,  that  he  who  utters  the 
declaration  is  a  disloyal  man.  Now,  sir,  I  hold 
that  the  only  disloyal  men  in  this  country,  the 
only  real  traitors  in  this  country,  the  only  men 
who  will  be  adjudged  to  be  such  by  an  honest 
future  history,  are  those  who  scout  and  scoff  at 
"  the  Constitution  as  it  is  and  the  Union  as  it 
was."  To  that  Constitution,  and  to  that  Con- 
stitution alone,  I  owe  my  allegiance.  -To  that 
Union  as  it  was,  and  to  that  Union  alone,  have  I 
any  right  to  cherish  any  love  or  any  attachment. 
But  he  who  is  opposed  to  that  Constitution  as  it 
is  and  to  that  Union  as  it  was,  and  who  attempts 
to  inaugurate  or  advocate  a  policy  destructive  of 
either,  is  the  real  traitor,  and  the  only  man  in  the 
limits  of  this  country  who  deserves  to  be  branded 
as  a  traitor.  '  •"  i 

Sir,  what  is  the  object  of  these  military  orders 
and  of  this  military  interference  with  the  freedom 
of  election  in  the  States,  of  which  we  complain? 
It  is  to  exclude  from  the  polls  that  class  of  Amer- 
ican citizens  who  declare  themselves  to  be  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Union  as  it  was  and  the  Constitution 
as  it  is.  Coming  home  to  my  State,  what  party 
is  it  against  which  this  military  interference  has 
been  leveled?  Is  it  against  members  of  a  polit- 
ical organization  who  have  declared  aught  except 
attachment  to  the  Constitution  as  it  is  and  the 
Union  as  it  was?  No,  sir.  That  motto  was  em- 
blazoned upon  every  banner  which  for  the  last 
two  elections  they  have  unfurled  before  the  peo- 
ple. The  proceedings  of  their  State  a,nd  county 
conventions  and  of  all  their  primary  assemblages 
have  declared  their  devotion  to  that  Union  and  to 
that  Constitution,  and  that  they  were  unalterably 
opposed  to  the  infraction  of  the  one  or  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  other.  And  yet,  sir,  so  enormous,  so 
heinous  has  been  their  transgression,  that  the 
power  which.sits  enthroned— I  trust  in  God,  how- 
ever, only  temporarily — at  the  other  end  of  the 
avenue,  finds  it  necessary  to  send  his  armed  bands 
to  keep  a  free  people  in  the  exercise  of  their  con- 
stitutional rights  from  declaring  their  attachment 
to  the  old  Constitution  made  by  the  great  and  wise 
men  of  the  past,  and  to  that  Union  under  which 
our  fathers  lived  and  under  which  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  my  State  desire  still  to  live.  They 
arc  considered  disloyal  because  they  are  in  favor 
of  keeping  their  oaths  and  observing  the  precepts 
of  their  fathers. 

What  was  the  oath  that  I  took  when  I  became 
a  member  of  this  body  ?  Was  it  to  support  a  new 
Union  and  a  new  Constitution  ?  Was  it  to  enter 
into  that  house  with  all  the  modern  improvements 
which  the  patriot  Butler  declared  they  were  going 
to  build  up  when  the  old  Union  was  torn  down? 
Yc  gods  !  the  work  of  Gcorgrf  Washington  and 


James  Madison  and  the  fathers  of  the  country  to 
be  torn  down  by  Archbishop  Butler,  and  a  new 
house  to  be  erected  by  that  grand  political  archi- 
tect with  all  the  modern  improvements,  and  a  de- 
cent man  invited  to  walk  in  and  sit  down  by  the 
side  of  Butler! 

Sir,  the  party  opposed  to  this  Administration 
in  my  State  desire  no  such  covering  from  the 
presence  cif  the  coming  storm.  They  seek  not  to 
enter  into  Mr.  Butler's  palace,  though  it  may  be 
furnished  with  all  the  adornments  which  he  can 
pick  up  in  the  Gulf  department.  He  may  fur- 
nish it  with  all  the  costly  mirrors  and  all  the  fine 
and  sweetly-strung  instruments  which  his  patri- 
otism may  cause  him  to  transplant  from  the  pos- 
session of  their  original  owners,  and  he  may 
place  them  in  this  building  to  be  erected  by  his 
patriotism,  but  we  desire  hot  to  look  into  his  mir- 
rors nor  to  hear  the  sound  of  his  music.  We 
prefer  the  good  old  strains  which  come  up  from 
the  past,  which  we  heard  in  infancy,  which  we 
have  heard  in  manhood,  and  we  say  our  only  de- 
sire is  to  live  in  the  Union  as  it  was  and  under  the 
Constitution  as  it  is.  And  for  a  declaration  of 
this  kind  have  these  outrages  been  perpetrated 
upon  the  people  of  my — I  had  almost  said  State; 
it  was  once  a  State,  but  it  is  now  in  facta  military 
province;  for  that  offense  alone  has  the  tyrant 
hand  of  power  been  laid  upon  them, and  a  major- 
ity of  the  people  deprived  of  the  exercise  of  their 
constitutional  rights,  kept  from  the  polls,  not  al- 
lowed a  voice  at  the  last  election  in  reference  to 
the  selection  of  a  candidate  to  represent  them  in 
Congress.  A  satrap  reigns  over  that  province. 
In  times  of  civil  commotion  and  revolution,  such 
creatures  will  come  up,  but,  thank  God,  the  sober 
second  sense  of  the  people  generally  gets  rid  of 
them.  ■       '  ; 

1  am  told,  with  no  personal  disrespect  either;' 
that  these  things  are  not  true,  or  that  if  true  there 
is  a  necessity  for  them,  because  we  deserve  them, 
or  else  that  we  must  consider  the  times  and  bear 
them.  Such  a  response  as  that  may  well  come 
from  those  who  wish  to  eat  the  crumbs  that  fall 
from  the  table  set  at  the  presidential  rhansion.  It 
will  receive  no  respect,  however,  from  one  who 
desires  neither  his  crumbs  nor  his  fat  things. 

I  say,  sir,  that  the  declaration  of  the  attach- 
ment of  the  dominant  pa:rty  in  my  State  to  the 
Constitution  as  it  is  and  the  Union  as  it  was  is 
their  sole  offense,  unless  you  consider  it  to  be  an 
offense  that  they  would  not  vote  just  as  the  Ad- 
ministration wished  them.  Let- me  tell  you,  sir, 
this  military  interference  may  continue  until  the 
youngest  child  in  that  State  is  gray-headed,  and 
at  a  fair  expression  of  popular  opinion  in  that 
State  a  majority  of  the  people  will  never  so  vote, ' 
because  the  majority  against  the  policy  of  the 
Administration  and  its  acts  only  increases  with 
every  attempt  that  they  make  to  deprive  the  peo- 
ple of  their  liberties.  You  can  never  conquer  the 
spirits  of  brave  men.  You  may  keep  them  from 
the  polls  by  mere  brute  force.  You  may  deny 
them  their  equal  rights.  You  are  usurpers  when 
you  do  it.  They  may  either  not  desire  to  bring 
themselves  in  collision  with  your  power,  or  they 
may  not  have  the  power  to  resist  it;  but  those  of 
them  who  remain  outside  of  forts  and  bastiles,and 
who  are  not  banished,  will  retire  to  the  quietude 
of  their  homes  and  scorn  your  power. 

It  seems  to  me  that  those  who  advocate  this 
interference  with  the  freedom  of  elections  in  the 
States  have  never  properly  considered  the  conse- 
quences to  which  it  may  lead.     You  have  now 
about  a  million  and  a  half  of  armed  men.     You 
have  received  at  leastthat  many  under  the  various 
calls  made  upon  the  people  of  this  country.     They 
are  subject  to  the  President  as  their  Cominahder-' 
in-Cliief.  He  has  in  the  past  interfered  with  the  free'' 
exercise  of  opinion  in  the  States,  but  he  has  only 
interfered  against  those  who  were  opposed  to  his 
measures  of  public  policy.     He  seeks  a  reelection 
at  the  hands  of  the  American  people,  provided  he 
chooses  to  allow  the  people  to  go  through   the 
forms  of  an  election.     Suppose  that  he  should  be' 
the  successful  nominee  of  tiie  party  how  in  power,; 
with  this  army  of  a  million  and' a  half  of  men, 
and  the  power  of  removing  out  of  that  army  every 
man  politically  obnoxious  to  him.     Suppose  that 
after  exercising  these  acts  of  power,  he  finds  that' 
his  sn|iportcrs,  instead  of  condemning  those  acts, 
approve    them,  as  the  Senator  from   Michigan 
seems  to  approve  thrm.     Suppose  it  should  turn 
out  that  he  is  not  after  all  a  mnn  superior  to  the 
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promptings  of  ambition.  Suppose  that  nfler  four 
or  eight  years  of  the  exercise  of  rule  over  this 
great  people  he  should  think  that  the  Railsplitter, 
as  his  friends  call  him — I  say  it  in  no  disparage- 
ment myself — might  become  the  greatest  monarch 
or  despot  that  ever  sat  upon  a  tlirone.  Suppose 
after  two,  three,  four,  five,  six,  or  eight  years  of 
long  and  bloody  war,  the  Army  should  become 
willing  instruments  in  his  hands,  and  he  should 

E reclaim  himself  permanently  in  power,  and  that 
e  would  transmit  this  Government  to  his  chil- 
dren after  him.  Could  you  prevent  it?  Could 
the  freemen  of  this  country  prevent  it.'  With  a 
million  and  a  half  of  armed  men  out  of  a  popula- 
tion of  twenty  or  thirty  millions,  how  could  the 
people  prevent  it? 

But  you  may  say,  all  this  is  talk  for  popular 
effect.  You  may  say  that  the  man  is  too  honest, 
that  he  loves  his  country  too  much  to  be  guilty 
of  any  such  act  as  that.  An  English  statesman 
once  said  that  confidence  was  a  plant  of  slow 
growth  in  aged  bosoms.  I  am  not  very  old,  but 
it  is  extremly  slow  in  mine.  I  know  of  but  one 
Washington.  I  see  nothing  in  the  acts  of  the 
present  Executive  of  the  United  States  to  make 
me  believe  that,  with  the  same  power  and  under 
the  same  circumstances,  he  would  be  the  second. 

Mr.  President,  history  is  written  for  our  in- 
struction. Even  in  my  boyhood  days,  when  I 
read  the  magnificent  History  of  the  Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  by  Gibbon,  I  was 
struck — it  has  been  impressed  on  my  memory  and 
forced  upon  my  mind  almost  constantly  ever  since 
— with  the  power  of  a  few  armed  men  over  the 
large  unarmed  mass.  If  you  will  turn  to  the 
pages  of  that  great  historian  you  will  find  that 
while  writing  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman 
people  he  makes  this  remark:  "  Fifteen  thousand 
well-armed,  well-disciplined  soldiers,  can  keep  in 
subjection  ten  million  unarmed  people."  Ifthatbe 
true  what  could  a  million  and  a  half  of  armed  men 
do,  at  the  command  of  the  present  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  other  Executive,  in 
a  population  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions? 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  soldiers  who  are 
in  the  Army  would  lend  their  countenance  to  such 
a  thing.  I  believe,  and  have  always  believed, 
that  when  they  entered  into  the  public  service  it 
was  with  the  noble  purpose  of  trying  to  preserve 
the  Union  of  these  States — the  Union  as  it  was — 
not  to  build  up  a  new  one;  to  preserve  the  Con- 
stitution as  it  is,  not  to  make  a  new  one. 

But,  sir,  no  man  can  tell  the  changes  that  may 
come  over  the  minds  of  men,  because  men  are  not 
perfect.  Association  begets  not  only  like  pur- 
poses but  like  ideas,  and  power  being  exer- 
cised, and  the  soldiers  being  placed  under  officers 
having  a  common  purpose,  and  forced  to  obey 
orders  however  much  in  their  hearts  they  might 
be  opposed  to  them,  it  leaves  us  but  little  hope 
that  in  the  hands  of  an  ambitious  man,  one  regard- 
less of  the  rights  of  the  people,  there  would  be 
the  remotest  chance  for  the  preservation  of  con- 
stitutional liberty  in  this  country  if  the  present 
Executive  should  be  continued  in  power. 

And  here  I  will  take  occasion  to  digress  thus 
far  to  say  that  while  1  would  not  support  any 
gentleman  prominent  before  that  party  for  its 
nomination,  yet  if  I  belonged  to  that  party  I  would 
ii\ke  several  of  the  men  who  are  named  for  the 
place  before  I  would  take  the  present  Executive. 
Why  ?  Because  it  is  safer  for  the  liberties  of  the 
people  that  a  change  should  occur  once  in  four 
years,  even  if  they  suffer,  and  suffer  greatly,  dur- 
ing those  four  years,  than  that  the  same  person 
who  has  been  guilty  of  these  oppressive  acts 
should  be  continued,  and  continued  that  he  may 
strengthen  himself  in  power  and  have  greater  op- 
portunities for  ilie  accomplishment  of  the  objects 
of  his  personal  ambition. 

Before  I  proceed  on  that  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject which  willconcludo  the  remarks  I  shall  make 
on  this  occasion,  I  simply  wish  to  refer  to  one  re- 
mark made  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan.  He 
lays  down  the  broad  proposition  that  these  mili- 
tary orders  are  law.  He  says  that  the  proclama- 
tion of  Governor  Bradford  in  Maryland — I  do  not 
intend  to  enter  into  the  interests  of  Maryland  in 
this  controversy  further  than  to  refer  to  the  prin- 
ciple— in  reference  to  the  freedom  of  election  in 
his  State  was  a  usurpation  of  power;  that  when 
lie  called  upon  the  neople  of  his Sla to  to  go  to  the 
polls  and  exercise  their  right  of  suffrage  accord- 
ing to  lUc  con«litution  and  lawa  of  the  State,  the 


Governor  was  guilty  of  usurpation.  The  Sena- 
tor reflects  very  severely  on  the  Governor  of  Ma- 
ryland; and  on  the  ground  that  the  military  or- 
dere  of  General  Schenck  had  the  force  and  effect 
of  law,  and  that  the  Governor's  proclamation 
advised  resistance  to  the  law,  because  it  advised 
resistance  to  these  military  orders.  Strangely 
enough,  he  compliments  a  man  who  never  was 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Delaware  by  the  choice 
of  the  people  of  that  State,  but  a  man  who  was 
put  there  by  him  who  sits  enthroned  at  the  other 
end  of  the  avenue  by  the  force  of  bayonets,  be- 
cause he  issued  an  order  commanding  the  judges 
of  election  in  all  election  precincts  to  be  most  ob- 
sequiously observant  of  the  commands  of  his  mas- 
ter, Schenck. 

But,  sir,  I  come  to  the  question  of  law.  Where 
does  the  Senator  from  Michigan  find  his  authority 
for  the  legality  of  these  orders?  He  attempted  to 
cite  a  case  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  as  establishing  the  fact  that  military  orders 
by  General  Schenck  had  the  force  of  law  and  were 
entitled  to  the  operation  of  law.  I  have  not  taken 
the  pains  nor  the  trouble  to  look  at  21  Howard, 
where  the  case  is  reported.  I  have  read  it,  and  I 
know  what  the  case  was,  and  it  has  just  as  much 
application  to  the  matter  in  behalf  of  which  it  is 
invoked  as  it  has  to  do  with  the  man  in  the  moon. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     What  was  it? 

Mr.SAULSBURY.  The  case  of  Booth.  What 
was  the  case  of  Booth  ?  An  attempt  was  made  to 
execute  the  fugitive  slave  law  in  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin. Booth  was  guilty  of  opposing  forcibly 
the  execution  of  that  law,  and  of  opposing  the  due 
execution  of  the  marshal's  process,  and  he  was 
indicted  and  tried  for  a  violation  of  the  law  of  the 
land  on  account  of  his  forcible  resistance  to  a 
statute  of  the  United  States.  The  court  said  that 
the  officer,  being  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
process,  had  a  right  to  use  force  to  execute  his 
process  if  it  became  necessary.  That  is  all  the 
case  decides,  that  a  legal  officer  with  a  legal  pro- 
cess has  a  right  to  execute  his  process,  and  yet 
that  case  is  invoked  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  prove  that  when  Mr.  Schenck  or  Mr. 
Burnside — whom  the  women  and  children  of  this 
country  love,  whom  the  exiles  in  foreign  lands 
admire,  and  whom  the  votaries  of  human  liberty 
in  all  ages  of  the  world  will  place  by  the  side  of 
Hampden  and  Sidney  and  the  great  patriots  of  the 
past — this  case  is  invoked  to  show  that  an  order 
emanating  from  such  virtuous  and  patriotic  gen- 
tlemen has  all  the  force  and  effect  of  law  ! 

The  Senator  from  Michigan  seemed  to  shudder 
at  the  enormity  of  the  offense  committed  by  the 
Governor  of  Maryland.  He  thought  it  semi-trea- 
son, and  said,  "  Suppose  the  advice  of  the  Gov- 
ernor had  been  carried  out,  what  would  have  been 
the  effect  ?  Why,  that  the  soil  of  Maryland  would 
have  been  reddened  with  the  blood  of  her  citizens. " 
It  might  have  been  so.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
Federal  Administration  were  powerful  enough  to 
overpower  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land ;  that  they  could  have  caused  the  soil  of  that 
State  to  be  reddened  with  blood;  butagainst  whom 
would  the  voice  of  that  blood  come  up  from  the 
ground  in  judgment?  Would  it  have  beenagainst 
the  patriotic  men  who  wereattemptingsimply  to 
exercise  a  plain  constitutional  right,  or  would  it 
have  been  against  those  who  by  physical  force 
caused  their  blood  to  redden  the  ground,  because 
they  dared  to  exercise  their  inalienable,  constitu- 
tional rights?  Suppose  that  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  women  had  been  made  widows  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  children  had  been  made 
orphans,  against  whom  would  every  tear  which 
they  shed  have  been  bottled  up  against  that  last 
and  dreadful  day  to  flash  conviction  in  the  eyes  of 
ilie  guilty?  Not  against  Governor  Bradford,  or 
the  citizens  of  Maryland,  who  were  acting  only 
legally;  but  against  him  who  sitsenthroned  atthe 
other  end  of  the  avenue  and  those  whom  he  com- 
missions— MajorGeneral  Schenck  and  those  who 
cooperated  with  them.  There  would  have  been 
murder,  deep,  foul,  black,  damning,  but  theirs 
would  have  been  the  guilty  souls,  and  not  that  of 
Governor  Bradford  or  those  of  the  people  of  Mary- 
land. 

Mr.  President,  I  ktiow  that  it  is  thought  by 
many  that  we  in  the  border  States  manifest  too 
much  feeling  on  this  subject.  Some  gentlemen 
may  think  that  our  complaints  are  groundlesi. 
If  tliey  would  only  transplant  themselves  to  our 
locnlity,  and  after  having  enjoyed  under  written 


constitutions  and  established  laws  the  privileges 
which  they  had  exercised,  should  then  become 
subject  to  the  outrages  which  have  been  perpe- 
trated upon  our  people,  they  would  go  further 
than  we,  (for  we  have  never  done  that:)  they  would 
invoke  revolution,  and  they  would  welcome  any 
blast,  whether  it  came  from  heaven  or  hell,  that 
should  give  them  their  liberties.  But  we  have 
never  invoked  the  spirit  of  revolution  or  of  law- 
lessness; we  have  quietly  submitted  to  it;  and  as 
far  as  my  own  State  is  concerned,  although  this 
report  charges  that  there  were  great  numbers  of 
disloyal  persons  in  that  State,  and  a  great  many 
persons  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  rebellion, 
not  one  word  of  which  is  true,  the  history  of  the 
State  shows  and  the  history  of  the  country  shows 
that  from  the  beginning  of  these  troubles  there 
has  not  been  a  meeting  of  even  two  men  in  the 
State,  much  less  a  meeting  of  any  political  party, 
much  less  any  combination  of  any  considerable 
portion  of  the  people,  to  obstruct,  by  force,  in- 
timidation, or  otherwise,  the  execution  of  any 
Federal  law,  or  any  attempt  to  carry  that  State 
out  of  the  Union,  or  to  persuade  it  to  be  unfaith- 
ful to  its  obligations  to  tne  Constitution.  No,  sir; 
there  is  the  ground  of  complaint  we  have. 

1  have  sometimes  thought,  Mr.  President,  that 
this  Administration,  those  whoexercise  powerin 
this  country,  have  had  oneof  two  objects  in  view 
in  reference  to  the  border  States:  either  to  force 
them  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  attempt  to  go  out  of  the  Union,  or  to 
harass  and  oppress  them  in  every  possible  mode, 
and  try  how  much  human  nature  can  bear. 

It  is  true  that  the  Senator  from  Michigan  finds 
cause  of  complaint  against  the  Legislature  of  my 
State  because  they  passed  certain  resolutions  which 
he  denominates  traitorous.  I  will  simply  say  to 
that  Senator  that  when  the  Legislature  of  my 
Slate  wishes  to  take  lessons  in  patriotism  and  de- 
votion to  the  country — and  especially  after  hia 
speech  and  the  principles  of  constitutional  law  he 
has  announced — they  certainly  will  not  consult 
the  distinguished  Senator  from  Michigan.  It  may 
be  alight  that  may  illuminate  the  very  cold  regions 
on  the  lakes,  and  the  waters  of  the  lakes  may  re- 
flect back  that  light  to  a  very  considerable  dis- 
tance; but  it  has  never  reached  the  •' great  and 
mighty"  State  of  Delaware,  as  he  denominates 
my  State,  and  it  never  will. 

Sir,  those  resolutions  declare,  first  and  fore- 
most, a  deep  and  ardent  attachment  to  the  Union 
framed  by  our  fathers,  a  deep  devotion  to  the 
Constitution,  which  is  the  bond  of  that  Union; 
and  they  declare,  as  freemen  have  a  right  to  de- 
clare, that  this  Administration,  underthe  pretense 
of  prosecuting  a  war  to  suppress  a  rebellion,  has 
needlessly  and  outrageously  trampled  upon  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  people,  and  for  parti- 
san purposes  has  oppressed  the  people  of  the 
States,  and  the  people  of  the  State  of  Delaware 
particularly;  ana  they  denounce  as  one  of  their 
grievances,  and  a  just  cause  of  complaint,  that  he 
has  sent  his  military  to  control  their  local  elec- 
tions; and  that  is  semi-traitorous,  says  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan. 

Suppose  that  when  James  Buchanan,  or  Frank- 
lin Pierce,  or  James  K.  Polk,  was  President  of 
the  United  States,  either-  of  them  had  sent  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  into  the  not  "  great 
and  mighty"  State  of  Michigan  to  control  its  lo- 
cal elections,  would  the  honorable  Senator  have 
thought  it  was  no  cause  of  complaint,  and  thattiie 
Legislature  of  Michigan  must  not  even  say  one 
word  in  opposition  to  the  nctsof  the  Administra- 
tion? "Consistency  is  ajewel,"  it  is  6aid,and  it 
•makes  a  wonderful  difference,  Mr.  President, 
whether  it  is  your  bull  or  my  ox  that  is  gored. 

Another  act  of  the  Legislature  of  my  Stale 
against  which  ihe  Senator  complains  is  the  act 
which  they  have  passed  to  protect  their  citizens 
in  the  execution  of  their  constitutional  rights  as 
electors.  What  did  they  do?  Did  they  provide 
for  calling  out  any  armed  force  even  to  resist  tlie 
usurpations  of  the  Federal  Government?  Not  at 
all;  but  they  declared  that  any  person  who  being 
a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  that  Slate  should  bring 
a  military  force  within  a  certain  distance  of  the 
polls  on  the  day  of  election,  or  ahould  attempt  by 
military  interference  to  control  that  election, 
should  be  subject  to  fineand  imprisonment.  That 
is  what  they  did.  Had  they  not  aright  to  do  it? 
Was  it  not  a  just,  constitutional  exercise  of  legis- 
lative power  and  authority?    And  yet  that  is 
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evidence  that  the  Legislature  of  Delaware  is  dis- 
loyal! 

Mr.  President,  there  are  two  words  that  ought  to 
be  blotted  out  of  the  English  language,  since  they 
have  been  so  miserably  perverted  as  they  have  been 
in  these  modern  day  s,  and  they  are  the  words  "  loy- 
a]ty"and"  disloyalty."  Ifsomething could  come 
over  the  human  memory  that  these  words  could 
never  be  remembered  it  would  be  a  relief.  Men  re- 
peat, parrot-like,  words  whose  true  signification  is 
not  objectionable,  but  words  which  are  miserably 
perverted  to  partisan  purposes.  The  Senator  from 
Michigan  declares  that  tne  resolutions  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  Delaware ,  and  the  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  amount  almost  to  an  act  of  seces- 
sion. Thatisjust  about  as  sensible  adefinition  of 
secession  as  what  we  hear  in  every  boy 'sand  girl's 
mouth  that  can  neither  read  nor  write, and  in  the 
mouth  of  every  ignoramus  who  never  read  the  his- 
tory of  his  country  or  the  Constitution  of  his  coun- 
try, because  a  man  objects  to  his  political  views, 
hispartisan  views,"  You  are  a  secessionist!"  Par- 
rots learn  these  things,  and  can  utter  them  about 
as  distinctly  as  some  people. 

Mr.  President,  the  Senator  from  Michigan  said 
that  there  was  no  evidence,  of  very  slight  evi- 
dence, of  any  interference  with  the  freedom  of 
elections  in  the  States.  1  proposeto  furnish  that 
Senator  and  the  country  with  some  evidence  of  it. 
i  hold  in  my  hand  a  volume  of  upward  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  pages,  being  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, and  the  sworn  testimony  of  witnesses  ex- 
amined by  that  committee,  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Delaware,  showing  what  the  military 
interference  in  that  State  has  been.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  read  this  book  to  the  Senate;  but  I  do 
propose  to  call  their  attention  to  some  matters  de- 
posed to  by  the  witnesses,  which  virill  furnish 
proof  of  this  military  interference. 

1  stated  yesterday  that  the  only  justification,  if 
there  was  violence  or  apprehended  violence  in  a 
State,  for  the  interference  of  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  was  the  power  given  him  in  the 
fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution, when  he  was  applied  to  by  the  Governor 
of  the  State  when  the  Legislature  was  not  in  ses- 
sion, or  by  the  Legislature  if  it  was  in  session. 
At  the  time  of  our  general  election  of  1862,  to  which 
this  document  relates,  our  Legislature  was  not  in 
session.  It  meets  biennially  in  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary and  generally  adjourns  in  March.  But  we 
had  a  Governor.  It  is  true  he  happened  to  be  a 
Democrat.  He  did  not  call  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  any  military  force  to  aid 
in  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware. His  testimony  is  to  be  found  on  the  4th 
page  of  this  document.  In  it  he  states  that  he  was 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Delaware  in  November, 
1862;  that  he  never  applied  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  or  any  Federal  officer  for  aid  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  that  State,  or  to  send  troops  into 
that  State;  and  that  no  citizen  of  the  State  ever 
applied  to  him  to  make  such  an  application  to  the 
Administration.  He  further  swears  in  effect  that 
he  never  knew  or  heard  of  any  cause  why  they 
should  have  been  brought  in,  and  that  he  had  no 
official  information  from  the  General  Government 
that  troops  would  be  sent  into  the  State  on  or  about 
the  3d  day  of  November,  1862.  Yet  on  the  day 
previous  to  the  election  in  that  month  and  year 
every  village  of  our  State  was  filled  with  soldiers; 
and  on  the  day  of  the  election  soldiers  with  bay- 
onets and  with  charged  guns  were  at  the  polls, 
and  at  every  poll  in  the  State,  I  believe,  except 
one  or  two.  How  did  they  come  to  be  there? 
Had  there  been  any  trouble  in  the  State?  Had 
there  been  any  outbreak  of  violence  in  the  State 
of  any  kind?  Had  any  been  threatened?  If  so, 
I  demand  the  proof.  The  only  authority  for  ex- 
ecuting the  laws  of  the  State  and  preserving  the 
public  order  of  the  State  is  the  State  authority, 
and  that  is  intrusted  to  the  Governor  of  the  State 
aa  commander-in-chief  of  its  militia,  except  when 
he  or  the  Legislature  shall  apply  to  the  Federal 
authority  under  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
and  y|t  in  that  State,  simply  because  it  was  a 
smal  I  State  and  a  feeble  State— feeble  in  numerical 
numbers,  but,  thank  God,  not  feeble  in  the  spirit 
of  its  sons — the  military  were  brought  in  and  sta- 
tioned at  the  polls.     How  did  they  come  there? 

1  now  call  to  the  stand  a  man  who  never  was  a 
Democrat  in  his  life,  who  never  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  who  wao  voted  for  and  supported 


by  this  very  same  Union  party — they  call  it  the 
Union  party;  I  call  it  and  believe  it  to  be  the  dis- 
union party.  Vincent  C.  Gilpin,  mayor  of  the 
ei^y  of  Wilmington,  on  page  286  of  this  report 
deposes  that  he  was  mayor  of  Wilmington  at  the 
time,  and  that  at  the  very  election  where  these 
things  took  place  he  voted  the  Union  ticket.  He 
states  that  on  a  Sunday  he  was  in  church,  and 
that  he  was  sent  for  by  a  colonel,  Henry  S.  Mc- 
Coombs,  of  Newcastle  county,  to  go  to  his  house. 
Mark  you,  McCoombs  is  not  a  fighting  colonel, 
but  one  of  those  colonels  who  get  contracts  from 
the  Government  and  become  rich  by  making  war 
upon  the  Treasury.  He  was  never  in  a  battle  and 
he  never  smelt  gunpowder,  Mr.  Gilpin  swears 
that  he  went  there  and  "met  Mr.  George  P. 
Fisher."'  Mr.  Fisher  is  the  gentleman  who  was 
at  that  time  a  candidate  for  a  seat  in  the  other 
House,  arid  a  gentleman  whom  this  body  has  con- 
firmed as  judge  of  a  court  in  thjs  District  after 
having  been  defeated  by  the  people  of  the  State 
for  Congress,  even  though  he  was  supported  by 
bayonets. 

"  I  met  Mr.  George  P.  Fisher,  Mr.  J/ithaniel  B.  Smith- 
ers" — 

A  gentleman  who  now  sits  in  the  other  House — 

"and,  I  believe,  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Lofland — 
James  R.  Lofland,  I  presume." 

He  met  them  at  the  house  of  Colonel  Mc- 
Coombs. Now  we  come  to  the  particulars  of  the 
meeting. 

"  Question.  Will  you  please  to  state  for  what  purpose 
they  were  in  Wilmington,  and  upon  what  subject  they 
wished  to  consult  you.' 

"Answer.  They  wished  to  consult  me  on  the  subject  of 
having  a  military  force  in  Wilmington  on  the  day  of  the 
election,  in  order  to  keep  the  polls  open  and  free  of  access; 
whether  I  wished  a  force  for  this  purpose.  I  replied  that 
I  did  not  wish  any  military  force  in  Wilmington  ;  that  I  was 
satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that,  with  the  police  force,  I  could 
keep  better  order  than  I  could  with  a  military  force,  and  that 
I  required  no  military  force  to  keep  order. 

"  (Question.  Was  there  a  military  force  sent  there,  and 
stationed  at  the  voting  places  in  the  different  \^ards  on  that 
day  ? 

"Answer.  There  was  in  several  wards,  to  my  knowledge. 
I  did  not  visit  all  the  wards. 

"  Question.  Do  you  know  by  whose  order  that  military 
force  was  sent  there,  and  distributed  as  you  have  described  ? 

"Answer.  I  do  not."        ****** 

"  (Question.  What  reply  did  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Smithers, 
Mr.  Lofland,  or  Colonel  McCoombs  make  to  your  remon- 
strance against  sending  a  military  force  to  the  city  of  Wil- 
mington, or  rather  to  your  assurance  that  you  did  not  desire 
or  need  such  a  force .' 

"Answer.  None,  that  I  recollect,  sir. 

"  (Question.  Was  there  anythingsaidin  that  interview  in 
reference  to  the  placing  of  soldiers  at  the  different  voting 
places  of  the  several  hunifreds  of  New  Castle  county,  out- 
side of  tlie  city  of  Wilmington? 

^'■Snswcr.  I'hcre  was. 

"The  Chairman.  Please  to  state  what  was  said  in  refer- 
ence to  that  subject  as  nearly  as  you  can  recollect. 

"The  Witness.  They  asked  me  what  number  of  persons 
I  thought  would  be  required  at  certain  polls  in  the  county. 
I  replied  I  did  not  know;  having  no  knowledge  of  any  dif- 
ficulty that  might  occur  at  those  polls. 

"Question.  l5o  you  recollect  which  of  those  gentlemen 
asked  that  question  ? 

'^Jlnswer.  I  do  not,  sir.  But  I  presume  it  was  a  general 
question. 

"Question.  Was  there  anything  said  at  that  interview  in 
reference  to  the  bringing  of  armed  soldiers  into  Kent  and 
Sussex  counties  to  be  present  at  the  polls  on  the  day  of 
election .' 

"Answer.  There  was,  sir. 

"  The  Chairman.  Please  state  what  was  said  aa  nearly  as 
you  can  recollect. 

"  The  Witness.  Those  gentlemen  said  there  would  be  so 
many  soldiers  required  atone  place,  and  so  many  at  an- 
other. I  do  not  remember  exactly  what  they  said.  I  did 
not  charge  my  mind  with  anything  not  relating  to  the  city 
of  Wilmington. 

"QuesUoii.  Did  you  learn  at  that  interview, or  have  you 
learned  since,  whether  Colonel  McCoombs  had  been  in  the 
city  of  Washington  to  solicitor  make  arrangements  for  the 
bringing  a  military  force  into  this  State  to  be  present  on 
the  day  of  election  ? 

"Answer.  That  Was  my  impression  at  the  time." 

I  wish  here  to  remark  that  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  sending  to  the  Senate  his  answer  to  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in- 
quiring what  military  orders  he  had  given  relative 
to  the  elections  in  the  border  States,  attempts  to 
deny  thatany  had  been  given,  and  he  sends  a  letter 
from  some  of  his  subordinates  in  which  they  state 
that  none  had  been  given  by  them,  and  he  says 
that  none  had  gone  from  his  Department  directly . 
I  have  shown  liere  by  proof  that  this  Colonel  Mc- 
Coombs, a  con  tractor  under  this  Government,  was 
so  patriotically  inclined  that  he  came  here  and 
sought  to  have  the  military  sent  into  that  Slate; 
and  1  will  show,  before  I  am  through,  the  commis- 
sions to  the  provost  marshals  who  were  appointed 
the  Sunday  before  the  election,  signed  "Edwin  M. 


Stanton, "and  produced  before  this  committee  by 
the  provost  marshals  themselves.  It  is  true  that 
I  cannot  show  the  orders  accompanying  the  com- 
missions; but  I  can  prove  from  one  of  the  provost 
marshals  that  orders  did  accompany  them.  I  shall 
show  that  he  sent  blank  commissions  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  provost  marshals,  and  that  those 
blank  commissions  were  filled  up  in  part  by  George 
P.  Fisher  and  this  man  James  R.  Lofland,  who 
has  got  his  pay  by  being  made  a  paymaster  in 
the  Army,  and  that  those  commissions  were  de- 
livered to  the  provost  marshals  on  the  Sunday 
preceding  the  Tuesday  which  was  the  day  of  our 
electiot),  and  that  the  instructions  were  filled  up 
in  one  instance,  at  least,  I  am  capable  of  proving, 
by  this  James  R.  Lofland,  and  yet  the  Secretary 
of  War  declares  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
that  no  orders  have  gone  directly  from  his  Depart- 
ment on  this  subject.  Whatis  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "direct?"  There  may  be  indirectness  in  this 
answer.  If  any  man  were  arraigned  on  an  accu-' 
sation  of  crime  before  a  petit  jury  in  this  country, 
and  I  could  bring  such  strong  circumstances 
against  him  to  show  his  criminality  as  I  can  fur- 
nish here  against  the  Secretary  of  War  when  he 
is  charged  with  military  interference  in  the  elec- 
tion in  my  State,  no  jury  of  twelve  honest  men 
would  fail  to  convict.  Mayor  Gilpin  in  his  tes- 
timony also  declares  his  impression  to  be  that  if 
the  military  had  not  been  there,  there  would  have 
been  much  less  difficulty  in  preserving  order  than 
there  was. 

Governor  Cannon  was  a  witness  on  that  occa- 
sion, and  he  testified  himself  that  he  had  several 
times  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish 
troops  to  be  present  at  the  polls;  and  apprehen- 
sive that  the  Secretary  of  War  would  not  answer 
favorably,  he,  who  then  was  a  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  and  in  whose  behalf  the  mili- 
tary was  invoked,  applied  to  Colonel  Wallace,  a 
subordinate  stationed  down  on  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Virginia,  to  send  up  troops  to  be  present  at  the 
polls.  So  apprehensive  were  they  lest  they  might 
not  receive  a  favorable  answer  from  Washington, 
that  they  went  to  tampering  with  a  subordinate 
officer.  If  it  had  been  a  Democrat  who  tampered 
with  an  officer  for  such  a  purpose,  he  would ,  under 
these  new  regulations,  I  suppose,  have  been  tried 
by  a  military  commission  and  been  shot.  Colonel 
Wallace  very  obsequiously  observed  the  behests 
of  the  candidlate  of  the  Republican  party  for  Gov- 
ernor, and  marched  his  men  up  into  the  State  of 
Delaware  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  to 
control  its  elections,  and  dispersed  them  through 
that  State. 

What  pretense  did  this  Governor  give  when  put 
upon  his  oath  before  an  investigating  committee 
of  the  Legislature?  Why,  that  he  had  been  toldj 
buthe  could  notsay  by  whom,  by  some  responsi- 
ble party,  that  some  secessionists  from  Maryland, 
to  be  headed  by  Curtis  W.  Jacobs,  were  to  go  to 
the  polls  in  one  of  the  hundreds  in  the  county  in 
which  I  reside,  and  that  they  were  to  keep  the 
Union  men  from  voting;  and  also  that  he  had  un- 
derstood that  at  the  little  election,  aboutfour  weeks 
before,  some  Democrat  had  drawn  a  pistol  upon 
a  Republican.  He  was  contradicted  in  both  these 
facts,  for  Mr.  Jacobs  was  called  to  the  stand  as  a 
witness,  and  he  swore  that  he  never  entertained 
such  an  idea,  he  never  heard  it  suggested,  he  was 
taking  no  part  or  lot  in  the  elections  in  Delaware, 
and  had  no  idea  of  doing  so,  but  being  a  large  land- 
holder in  the  Stale  ofDelaware,  living  near  the  line, 
having  been  born  in  the  State,  and  his  wife  born  in 
the  State,  he  frequently  visited,  once  or  twice  a 
week,  his  farms  in  the  lower  part  of  our  State;  and 
he  happened  on  the  day  of  election  to  ride  ngar  the 
polls  to  see  two  men  on  business,  and  a  provost 
marshal  arrested  him  and  confined  him  until  four 
o'clock  and  then  released  him.  In  that  hundred,  as 
you  would  see  if  I  had  time  to  read  this  testimony, 
numbers  of  citizens  were  arrested  and  maltreated 
by  the  military,  and  yet  no  attemfit  was  made  to 
raise  a  hand  against  them,  even  when  Democrats 
suffered  from  these  outrages.  No  pretext  was 
alleged,  much  less  proved,  that  there  had  ever  been 
in  that  State  any  attempt  to  create  any  violence  or 
to  thwart  the  operation  of  any  Federal  law,  or  even 
any  order  of  a  General  Schenck. 

Mark  you,  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  trace  this 
matter  home.  Mr.  Stanton,  I  will  show  you,  sent 
blank  appointments  for  provost  marshals,  and  the 
Republican  candidate  for  Congress  was  one  of  the 
inen  who  filled  them 'ip, and  another  Republican 
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who  1ms  since  Ijccn  appointed  paymaster  in  the 
Army  assisted  him.  1  ask  tlic  attention  of  lim 
Senarc  fi)r  a.  moment  to  tiie  testimony  of  Judge 
Wootten,  residing  in  tiie  county  in  wiiich  I  live. 
On  paije  81  of  tiie  report  he  swears  that  there  was 
great  intimidation  of  Democrats  by  tiio  presence 
of  tiie  military  ai.tlie  polls  upon  that  day,  and  that 
some  dozen  Democrats  were  run  off  the  ground; 
and  other  witnesses  show  that  for  two  or  three 
days  they  rcmainrd  hid  in  a  swamp  to  prevent 
themselves  from  beingarrcsted  by  this  armed  sol- 
diery sent  into  the  State  for  the  purpose  of"  pre- 
serving the  purity  of  elections,"  and  "allowing 
true  Union  men  to  votel"  On  page  90,  Judge 
Wootten  states  this  very  important  fact,  that  dur- 
ing the  sitting  of  the  court  in  Newcastle  a  con- 
veisatioti  took  place  on  thissubject,and  qnereason 
being  assigned — 

"  1  remarked  tli:it  tliat  could  nothavobeentlie  cause,  for 
IliearU  a  rL'spectalili:!,'tjnllfinansay,  after  the  election,  that 
the  coiiiniibsious  of  two  provost  iiiarslials  were  received  on 
Friday  previous  to  the  election.  Mr.  George  I*.  Fisliersaid 
tliat  liiat  wa.s  not  so,  that  he;  knew  that  they  were  iiotniade 
out  until  .Siuiday  ;  that  he  In^lped  to  fill  theui  up." 

Mr.  Fisher,  the  Republican  candidate  for  Con- 
gress, as  |iroved  by  the  sworn  testimony  of  Judge 
Wootten,  said  the  appointments  of  provost  mar- 
shals in  the  State  of  Delaware  were  never  made 
out  until  the  Sunda)' before  our  election  on  Tues- 
day, for  he,  the  Republican  candidate  for  Con- 
gress, had  helped  to  fill  tliem  up  on  that  day.  Sir, 
let  the  country  know  that  you  have  at  the  head 
of  the  "War  Depai-tment  a  man  who  docs  not  fill 
up  the  commissions  which  he  sends  out  by  iiim- 
self  or  by  any  person  connected  with  his  Depart- 
ment, but  tlial  iipon  the  eve  of  an  election  in  a 
State  lie  sends  his  blank  commissions  to  parti- 
sans, and  those  partisans  candidates  for  office, 
and  allows  them  to  fill  up  the  commissions  witli 
such  names  as  they  please.  Talk  not  to  me  about 
a  desire  to  preserve  the  Constitution  and  to  main- 
tain the  Union  and  the  purity  of  elections,  when 
I  find  it  proved  by  the  sworn  testimony  of  honor- 
able men  that  he  who  is  charged  with  the  admin- 
istration of  your  War  Department  is  guilty  of 
such  acts  as  these.  Sir,  it  is  partisanship,  and 
partisanship  of  the  basest,  deepest  dye.  Patriot- 
ism is  no  element  in  any  such  conduct,  and  a 
patriotic  man  would  scorn  to  be  guilty  of  it. 

I  wish  now  to  call  attention  to  another  fact,  for 
I  want  to  bring  this  matter  home  to  the  Secretary 
of  War.  Inasmuch  as  n  casual  reader  of  the  re- 
sponse which  the  Secretary  has  made  to  the  Sen- 
ate might  conclude  that  he  was  as  innocent  of  the 
whole  transaction  as  a  child  unborn,  1  wish  to  bring 
it  home  to  liis  door;  and  I  call  attention  now  to  the 
testimony  of  Daniel  J.  Layton,  a  Republican  who 
came  on  as  far  as  Baltimore  at  least,  and  went 
down  on  board  the  steamboat  where  the  troops 
were  sent,  to  see  how  this  thing  came  to  be  done. 
He  swears  to  liaving  had  interviews  with  Colo- 
nel McCoombs,  Mr.  Fisher^  Mr.  Lofland,  and 
others,  in  reference  to  this  matter;  and  then  his 
testimony  goes  on: 

"  Q,ucsli07i.  Do  you  know  whether  Colonel  McCoomlis 
Is  colonel  in  the  rcgularAmiy  or  a  colonel  of  tlic  Delaware 
volunteers.' 

"Jlnsvcr.  [le  was  appointed  colonel  of  the  fifth  Dela- 
ware volunteers,  comnii.ssioned  liy  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Tliere  had  lieen  communications  hotwecn  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  Governor  Cannon  and  G<;orge  P.  Fislicr  in  rela- 
tion to  sending  troo|is  into  thiis State;  and, as  I  understand 
and  believe,  It  was  the  opinion  up  to  lliat  time  of  a  large 
portion,  if  not  the  majority,  of  the  influential  men  of  the 
party,  (Union  party,)  that  no  troops  were  needed  ;  and  I 
was  inl'orined  tJolonei  McCoomhs  so  informed  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  On  Tiiday  previous  to  the  eleetion,  or  [might 
Bay  that  hefore  I  left  liome,  tliese  same  parties,  who  had 
been  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  troops,  were  now  con- 
vinced that  it  would  he  a  measure  to  pre-vent  distuihauce 
and  preserve  the  puldic  peace,  and  therefore  requested  that 
n  force  •iiflicieiit  he  seni  into  tlie  Ptate.  Colonel  McCoomhs 
then  went  down  to  Wa^hingion  to  request  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  send  troops  into  iliis  State  to  he  present  on  the 
day  of  the  elecllon,an(l  also  to  permit  the  Delaware  volun- 
teers to  return  \iome  to  vole." 

Now,  sir,  see  how  these  commissions  for  pro- 
vost marshals  came  to  be  sent  to  Delaware  in 
blanlc.  On  the  Friday  before  the  election,  Col- 
onel McCoombs  comes  to  Washington  to  get  sol- 
diers sent  into  the  State,  and  hc'has  an  interview 
with  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  just  infer- 
ence is  that  he  returned  home  witli  his  pockets 
filled  with  blank  commissions;  and  the  candidate 
for  Representative  in  Congress, and  the  gentleman 
who  was  to  be  Secretary  of  Stale  and  who  was 
Secretary  of  State  under  Mr.  Cannon,  and  this 
Mr.  Lomiiid  were  invited  to  meet  him  in  the  city 
of  Wilmington  on  Sunday,  and  tlicsc  commis- 


sions, as  Mr.  George  P.  Fisher  saya,  were  filled 
up  on  Sunday  because  he  helped  to  do  it. 

But,  sir,  what  was  the  object  of  sending  them 
there.'  It  leaks  out.  On  pages  191  and  197  is  to 
be  found  very  important  testimony  showing  tit 
whoso  instance  and  for  what  rea.sons  the  troops 
were  sent  into  the  State  of  Delaware.  Mr.  Minos 
Conway,  at  page  191,  testifies: 

"  Question.  Do  you  know  at  whoso  solicitation  those 
soldiers  were  hrou;;ht  flierc  and  placed  at  tile  polls.' 

"  .^?r?ii'cr.  I  heard  Nathaniel  Conway  say  that  he  and 
several  other  gentlemen,  namely,  WilliaiuEllegood,  Jacob 
Moore,  Judge  liaytou,  and  J(!sse  P.  Conway,  signed  a  pe- 
tition to  have  llieni  brought  into  the  State  of  Delaw;ue. 

"  Question.  Do  you  know  to  whom  they  potilioned? 

"  .Unsu-cr.  I  do  not. 

"  Question.  Do  yon  know  wlien  It  was  they  signed  the 
petition.' 

"  Answer.  He  told  me  they  signed  the  petition  the  day 
after  the  little  eleetion." 

That  was  four  weeks  before  our  general  elec- 
tion. It  was  the  election  for  election  officers, 
usually  called  (he  little  election,  in  which  the 
Democrats  swept  the  State  and  showed  that  tliere 
was  no  possibility  even  for  "  greenbacks"to  car- 
ry the  State,  and  that  the  only  thing  tliat  could 
do  it  was  an  overpowering  military  force. 

"  Cluestion.  Did  you  understand  for  what  purpose  they 
|)etitii)ned  for  soldiers  to  be  brought  into  the  State,  and  to 
be  here  on  the  day  of  the  getjeral  election.' 

"  Jliisit-er.  I  uiuicistood  It  Was  to  carry  tlw  election  for 
tlio  Kepublican  party. 

"  (lucstion.  Did  you  hear  Natl:aniel  Conway  express 
himself  in  regard  to  the  soldiers,  and  for  wiiat  purpose 
they  were  to  he  brought. ' 

"Answer.  iMr.  Conway  told  mc,  'They  are  to. keep  tlie 
Democrats  at  a  distance.' 

"  Cluestion.  Did  the  presence  of  the  soldiers'at  the  polls 
on  that  day  produce  much  iiiliiiiidatiou.' 

"Answer.  1  should  tliink  it  did." 

Inasmuch  as  the  names  of  private  citizens  ne- 
cessarily have  appeared  in  this  evidence,  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  bring  them  in  not  with  any  view  of 
saying  anything  unkind  toward  any  gentleman 
of  my  State,  however  much  1  may  differ  from 
him,  however  much  I  may  condemn  his  political 
principles  and  his  jiolitical  tiction.  I  do  it  from 
no  inotive  of  personal  unkindness,  but  simply  as 
this  question  is  before  the  Senate  and  the  country 
to  show  that  there  is  just  cause  of  complaint. 

It  18  the  testimony  of  nearly  all  the  witnesses 
who  were  examined  that  it  did  ]5roduce  intimida- 
tion, and  I  shall  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  read- 
ing the  testimony  of  witnesses  to  prove  that  fact, 
because  nearly  ever)'  witness  swears  to  it.  Biit 
the  more  important  part  of  Mr.  Conway's  testi- 
mony will  be  found  on  page  197: 

"  Qiici/icii.  Vou  have  spokcu  in  a  former  part  of  your 
testimony  of  knowing  or  hearing  of  certain  persons  in  Sus- 
sex county  iietitioning  for  soldiers  to  be  sent  into  this  State, 
to  bo  [ireseiit  at  the  polls  on  the  ^th  day  of  November  last. 
Did  you  hear  .-my  one  of  those  gentlemen  express  himself 
in  relation  to  that  subject  prior  to  tlie  general  election,  and 
if  so,  please  state  what  it  was.' 

"  jliiswcr.  I  heard  Judge  Layton  remark  in  conversation 
the  next  mornhig  after  the  little  election,  that  the  Repub- 
lican party  had  been  beaten  at  the  little  election,  and  that 
the  Democrats  had  a  majority  of  the  inspectors,  and  that 
the  Uepublican  party  must  liave  some  force  to  carry  the 
election,  or  else  the  Uepublican  party  would  be  beaten  more 
at  the  general  election. 

'  "  Qiicslion.  Did  he  (Judge  Layton)  say  that  lie  believed 
that  there  had  not  been  a  fair  eleetion  at  llie  little  election, 
and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  resort  to  any  extraneous 
means  at  the  general  election  ia  order  to  secure  a  fair  elec- 
tion .' 

^'- Answer.  lie  did  not.  He  gave  no  reason  further  than 
that  they  were  beaten.  I  would  say  furlliertliat  bethought 
he  was  talking  to  a  Republican  when  he  was  talking  lo-.;ie 
— I  having  been  introduced  to  him  by  a  Uepublican  friend 
of  his.  The  judge  was  left  in  the  dark  as  to  my  politics. 
The  conversation  then  ended." 

I  will  here  remark  that  Judge  Layton  is  one  of 
the  most  pronynent  Republicans  in  our  State. 
Certainly,  whatever  he  may  have  done  in  life,  he 
never  voted  a  Democratic  ticket,  and  never  will. 

Mr.  President,  1  have  shown  you  by  the  testi- 
mony of  thcmayor  of  Wilmington,  who  was  sup- 
ported for  that  office  by  the  Union  party  so  called, 
and  who  voted  the  Union  ticket  at  the  same  elec- 
tion, that  the  candidate  for  Congress  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  a  contractor  under  the  General 
Government,  and  a  subsequentappointee  to  office 
under  the  General  Government,  all  Republicans, 
on  the  Sabbath  day  luet  in  the  city  of  Wilming- 
ton to  consult  the  mayor  as  to  what  force  he  would 
like  to  have  in  that  city.  The  mayor  was  an  honest 
man,  and  he  said,  "None;  there  is  no  need  for 
military  here;"  and  yeldespite  his  rcmon.sl ranee 
they  were  stationed  ate  very  poll  in  the  city  of  Wil- 
mington; and,  according  to  the  sworn  testimony 
of  the  mayor,  their  presence  there  created  disor- 
der, and  di.sordcr  wliicli  woulil  not  have  existed 


if  they  had  not  been  there.  I  have  shown  you 
that  this  same  Colonel  McCoombs  applied  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  the  Friday  immediately  pre- 
vious to  our  election,  and  that  he  was  met  at  his 
own  iiouse  on  the  following  Sunday  by  Mr. 
Fisher  and  the  other  gentlemen  to  whom  1  have 
alluded;  and  I  have  sfiown  you  that  Mr.  Fisher 
himself  helped  to  fill  the  blank  commissions.  I 
have  shown  you  by  the  sworn  testimony  of  un- 
impeached  witnesses  that  prominent  Republicans 
were  heard  to  say  that,  liaving  been  beaten  by  the 
Democrats  at  the  little  election,  it  was  necessary, 
in  order  to  carry  the  general  election,  to  have  force, 
not  force;  to  preserve  the  right  of  the  voter,  not 
force  to  secure  a  fair  election,  because  every  wit- 
ness who  testifier  states  tiial  the  little  election  only 
four  weeks  before  had  been,  to  an  unprecedented 
degree,  a  peaceable  and  quiet  one,  but  force  to 
beat  the  Democrats.  And  yet  men  have  the  ef- 
frontery, ay,  sir,  the  audacity,  when  we  com- 
plain against  these  outrages,  either  to  deny  them 
or  to  justify  them.  Sir,  some  men  would  justify 
the  war  of  Lucifer  against  the  Almighty  God  who 
hurled  him  to  the  bottomless  pit,  if  thereby  they 
could  profit. 

Now,  Mr. President,  I  wish  to  show  you  while  I 
am  on  that  branch  of  the  subject  that  the  signature 
of  Mr.  Stanton  was  attached  to  these  commis- 
sions. On  page  93  will  be  found  the  testimony 
of  John  C.Hazzard,  a  provost  marshal,  a  Repub- 
lican. There  was  not  a  Democrat  in  all  the  State 
of  Delaware  fit  to  be  intrusted  with  a  provost 
marshalship  on  that  day.  I  will  read  a  portion 
of  his  testimony: 

"  Qucstioti.  Were  you  provost  marshal  on  the  day  of  the 
last  general  election.' 

"./Siisicc)-.  Yes,  sir. 

'^Question.  From  whom  did  you  receive  your  commis- 
sion as  provost  marslial.' 

"^jisucr.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War." 

"Qucjtio?!.  By  whom  was  this  commission  delivered  to 
you.' 
"^iisiicr.  By  John  D.  Rodney." 

A  Republican. 

'^Cluestion.  On  what  day? 

"^nsit'er.  On  the  2d  day  of  November. 

"Question.  Was  tlie  2d  of  November  the  Sabbath  d.ay? 

"Answer.   [  believe  it  was."        ***** 

"  Qtiest  jo)i.  Did  you  believe  then,  or  do  you  believe  now, 
that  there  was  greater  necessity  for  the  military  to  preserve 
order  at  the  polls  than  had  existed  at  previous  elections? 

"Jlnsirer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  do  or  did.  I  will  add  that 
the  soldiers  or  military  were  not  there  by  requestor  solicit- 
ation of  mine  made  to  any  person." 

He  was  ashamed  of  it  after  the  thing  was  over 
that  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  dirty  work. 

I  will  now  read  from  the  testimony  of  Rhodes 
Hazzard,on  page  17,  another  one  of  these  beau- 
tiful specimens  of  provost  marshals,  who  it  is 
proved  here  drove  the  voters  away  from  the  polls 
and  would  not  allow  them  to  vote: 

"  Cluestion.  When  did  you  receive  your  comuiission  as 
provost  marshal? 

"^nsu.er.  On  Sunday  evening." 

On  Sunday  a  special  train  flew  up  to  Wilming- 
ton, the  commissions  were  filled  up,  and  then  the 
train  flew  back  again  and  messengers  were  sent 
out  and  were  engaged  all  Sunday  night  in  riding 
about  to  deliver  Secretary  Stanton's  commissions 
to  persons  that  he  never  heard  of  or  knew  any- 
thing about,  but  men  whose  names  were  inserted 
in  the  blank  commissions  by  George  P.  Fisiier, 
Republican  candidate  for  Congress,  and  James 
R.  Lofiaiid,  now  a  paymaster  in  the  Army;  and 
yet  you  would  believe  from  the  Secretary's  com- 
munications to  the  Senate  that  he  was  a  most 
wonderful  iriilitary  man,  and  would  soon  put 
down  this  rebellion  by  sending  men  into  the  field 
to  fight  an  open  enemy  in  the  field.  Mr.  Haz- 
zard  says  his  commission  was  froiu  the  War  De- 
partment, and  signed  by  E.  M.  Stanton. 

Here  is  the  testimony  of  Garrett  S.  Layton, 
another  provost  marshal,  on  page  18: 

"  Question.  When  did  you  receive  your  commission? 

"  Answer.  On  Sunday  night. 

'•  Question.  Do  you  know  by  what  means  it  was  con- 
veyed to  you? 

"  .liiuwcr.  I  was  told  a  gentleman  on  the  railroad 
brought  it. 

"  Qitcstion.  Krom  whom  did  you  receive  your  commis- 
sion? _ 

"  Jlnswcr.  From  the  Secretary  of  War,  E.  I\I.  Sflhiton." 

A  number  of  witnesses  swore  that  the  commis- 
sions were  filled  up  some  by  George  P.  Fisher 
and  some  by  James  R.  Lofland.  S.  W.  Lacey, 
on  page  1G8,  testifies: 

"  Question.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ? 

"  .liuit'.cr.  I  suppose  I  was appointi'd  by  F.d win  M.Stan- 
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ton,  Secretary  of  War.     I  received  my  commission  through 
and  liy  a  nian  hy  tlic  name  of  Isaac  T.  Dunning. 

"  Question.  Will  you  allow  me  to  see  it? 

"  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

"[Witness  presents  the  commission.] 

"  Question.  Were  there  any  orders  accompanying  tlie 
commission? 

''  .Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

"  [Witness  presents  the  orders.] 

"  Queslion.  Will  you  please  to  look  at  the  Jiandwritinj; 
in  which  the  commission  was  filled  up,  and  also  the  hand- 
writing in  which  these  orders  were  made  out,  and  tell  me 
whether  yuu  think  they  arc  the  handwriting  of  the  same 
person? 

"  Answer.  I  tliirik  they  are  both  the  handwriting  of  James 
R.  Lofland."  *        ,  *         * ,        *         *         *         * 

"  [The  witness  presents  the  commission,  wiiich  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  War  Department, 
"  Washinoton  City,  D.  C,  November  1,  1802. 

"  Sir  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  special  provost  marshal 
for  Baltimore  Jumdrcd,  Delaware,  under  General  Orders 
No.  140,  tVoiri  this  Department,  {mniediatcly  on  receipt 
liereof,  please  to  conununicate  to  this  Department,  through 
llie  I'rovost  Marshal  General,  your  acceptajice  oriiouTac- 
ceptunce,  and  with  yourletterofacceptance  return  the  oath 
herewith  inclosed,  properly  tilled  up,  subscribed,  and  at- 
tested. 

'.'Your  headquarters  will  be  at  Tunnell's  store,  and  you 
will  make  such  arrangenients,whenabsenton  duty,  that  any 
(.opiiimunication  from  this  Department  may  reach  you  with- 
aat  delay. 

.^;j,  "EDWIN  M.STANTON, 

gji,  "  Secretary  of  Jf^ar. 

^J^jSamuel  W.  Lacy."] 

-'''  Here  is  proof  that  your  Secretary  of  War  was 
sending  out  blank  commissions  and  orders  to  per- 

■  sons  of  whom  he  knew  nothing.  He  did  notlcnow 
what  was  to  be  put  in  them,  bCit  he  left  it  allto  the 

■candidate  for  Congress  o.n  the  Republican  t'icket 
atld  a,  subsequent  appointee  under  himself  to  fiji 
up  the  commissions  and  orders  with  whatever 
ntimes  they  pleased.  •»  All  this  was  done  "to  pre- 

,, serve  the  purity  of  elections,"  "  to  preserve  the 
Union  and  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  peo- 

gle,"  and  to  give  the  people  "  a  fair  election!" 
ardon  me,  sir,  for  saying  that  confidence  is  not 
only  a  plant  of  slow  growth  in  aged  bosoms,  but 
in  young  bosoms  also  in  these  days. 

William  H.  Taylor,  page  297,  testifies: 

"Question.  From  whom  did  you  receive  your  commis- 
sion as  provost  marshal? 

"Answer.  It  was  eigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  Edwin 
M.  Stanton." 

He  swears  that  he  received  his  commission  on 
Sunday  evening  imiTiediately  preceding  the  elec- 
tion; and  they  all  swear  to  the  same  effect. 

William  Ellegoo.d,  provost  marshal  of  the  town 
in  which  I  live,  testifies,  on  page  69: 

'^  Question.  From  vvlmm  and  when  did  you  receive  your 
commission  as  provost  marshal? 

"Jlnswer.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War.  My 
commission  was  dated  the  1st  day  of  November;  it  wag 
received  on  ttie  2d  day  of  November." 

Mr.  President,  I  shall  not  trespass  on  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Senate  to  go  through  any  more  of 
the  testimony  of  these  provost  marshals  to  show 
that  they  did  get  their  commissions  in  blank  from 
Mr.  Stanton,  and  that  they  were  filled  up  by  the 
Republican  candidate  for  Congress,  because  I 
have  shown  you  enough,  and  certainly  nobody 
will  dispute  the  veracity  of  these  Repubfican  pro- 
vost marshals.  They  will  certainly  be  believed 
by  Mr.  Stanton. 

On  the  Monday  previous  to  our  election  of 
Tuesday, an  unusual  sight  was  seen  in  the  little, 
quiet,  peaceful  village  of  Seaford,  a  town  in  the 
county  in  which  I  reside.  A  steamboat  arrived 
at  its  wharf  loaded  with  armed  men  headed  by  a 
major  general  of  the  United  States,  a  man  who  in 
former  wars  with  the  public  enemies  of  his  coun- 
try had  shown  great  bravery,  and  who  had  a  rep- 
utation that  a  military  man  might  be  proud  of, 
but  who  in  his  last  days  was  iiumiliated  by  or- 
ders, as  I  assume,  from  the  War  Department,  to 
invade  a  quiet  little  tov/n  of  some  six  hundred 
inhabitants  at  the  head  of  armed  men  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  day  of  election.  Had  he  the  control  of 
the  military  in  that  town  the  next  day?  No,  sir; 
but  this  major  general  of  the  United  States  admit- 
ted, as  1  shall  prove  to  you,  when  appealed  to  to 
allow  the  voters  there  to  have  a  fair  election,  that 
lie  had  no  control  over  the  provost  marshals,  and 
that  if  he  must  confess  the  truth,  he  was  subject 
to  the  provost  marshals  hirnself— these  Sunday 
night  appointees,  many  of  whom  are  not  worthy 
the  notice  of  any  decent  man,  although  some  of 
them,  I  admit,  before  these  limes  when  men's 
judgments  and  sunse  and  hearts  become  perverted , 
had  hud  some  respectability  of  character. 

1  nak  the  attention  of  the  Senate  now  to  the 


testimony  of  ex-Governor  Ross  of  our  State  on 
page  91  of  this  book: 

"Question.  Will  you  please  to  state  all  you  know  about 
the  arrival  of  troops  at  Seaford;  when  they  came,  when 
they  left.,  and  what  they  did  while  there? 

"^7iswcr.  S  was  told  about  twelve  o'clock  tliatsonie  sol- 
diers had  already  arrived  there.  1  went  down  there  and 
sought  an  interview  with  Colonel  Wallace.  I  succeeded 
after  a  while  in  seeing  the  colonel.  My  object  was  to 
know  what  the  soldiers  were  broueht  there  for.  Tlie  col- 
onel gave  me  but  little  satisfaction,  but  said  the  soldiers 
were  not  brought  there  to  prevent  tbi;  Democrats  from  vot- 
ing. Ilearneci  throughthe  colonel  that  General  Wool  was 
on  his  way  up  the  Nanticoke  river  with  two  or  three  boat 
loads  of  soldiers  from  Baltimore.  VVIien  the  boat  arrived 
at  Seaford  I  made  an  effort  to  go  on  board  to  have  an  inter- 
view with  the  general.  Colonel  Wallace  told  nie  the  gen- 
eral was  engaged  and  I  could  not  see  him  then.  After  a 
while  the  general  came  ashore,  escorted  by  a  number  of 
citizens  of  Sussex  county,  who,  lafterwardslearned,  were 
the  provost  marshals  oftliediflcrnnthnndreds  of  the  county. 
The  general,  with  the  provost  marslials,  wentto  Mf.  Coul- 
born's  hotel  at  Seaford.  Then  I,  witli  Dr.  McFerran  and 
Captain  Wright,  again  endeavored  to  obtain  an  interview. 
Dr.  McFerran  and  1  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  room 
where  lie  was,  surrounded  with  military  officers  and  the 
provost  marshals.  When  the  prnvost  marshals  discovered 
we  were  in  the  room  several  of  them  arose  and  l)y  their 
manners  showed  that  they  considered  our  entrance  an  in- 
trusion, upon  which  we  left  the  room.  Mr.  Coulborn 
then  invited  us  into  anotlier  room,  where  we  were  joined 
by  a  number  of  otlier  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Our  object  in  meeting  was  to  consult  as  to 
the  best  means  of  obtaining  an  interview  with  the  general, 
and  our  only  oliject  in  seeking  such  an  interview  was  to 
ascertain  wliether  vi'c  could  have  a  fair  election.  After 
consulting  together  for  some  time  I  finally  proposed  to  ad- 
dress a  letter  to  the  general,  reminding  liirn  of  having  spent 
an  evening  with  him,  about  thr.  year  1852  or  1853,  at  the 
St.  Nicholas  Hotel  in  New  York.  All  of  the  gentlemen 
present  approved  of  my  proposition.  I  accordingly  wrote 
such  a  letter,  and  stated  that  1  and  othei;3  had  been  denied 
adniittance  into  liis  room  tiiat  eveiiing,  but  of  course  with- 
out his  knowledge,  for  no  other  reason,  as  I  considered, 
than  that  of  being  Democrats.  The  letter  was  sent  ii\  by 
tile  landlord.  John  L.  Coulborn.  As  soon  as  the  general 
received  it  he  i-ame  out  of  the  room  into  the  passage  and 
sent  for  me.  lie  professed  to  recognize  me  and  to  be  glad 
to  see  me,  but  said  that  he  was  tiien  very  much  engaged 
and  would  see  me  again  in  a  few  minutes.  This  w.is  about 
half  past  five  or  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

"  I  waited  impatiently  until  ten  o'clock  at  night.  About 
that  time  f  was  iisked.  being  hard  of  hearing,  if  I  heard  that? 
I  replied  'No,  what  is  it?'  1' was  told  the  soldiers  were 
going  out  of  town  singing  the  songof'Joiin  Brown's  soul 
is  marching  on.'  I  then  proposed  to  go  home,  and  told 
my  Democratic  friends  that  an  interview  with  the  general 
was  unnecessary,  as  I  considered  the  mischief  then  doiie. 
The  gentlemen  present  insisted  on  my  remaining,  which 
I  did  until  eleven  o'clock,  at  which  lime  General  Wool 
came  to  the  room.  I  introduced  him  to  all  present,  and 
then  asked  him  the  object  of  bringing  the  soldiers  to  Del- 
aware. I  do  not  recollect  his  answer,  except  that  it  was 
his  wish  that  we  should  have  a  fair  election.  The  next 
day  I  was  told  by  Silas  C.  Wiiiright  and  others  that  Mr. 
Oazzard,  the  provost  marshal,  would  not  allow  certain 
persons  to  go  to  the  window  to  vote.  I  took  Winright  down 
to  General  Wool's  room,  and  on  entering  asked  the  general 
if  he  did  not  assure  me  we  should  have  a  fair  election.  He 
said  he  did.  I  told  him  that  1  had  been  informed  that  tlie 
provost  marshal  had  constituted  himself  both  inspeciorand 
judge  of  the  election,  and  that  I  considered  the  election  an 
uiil'air  one.  1  told  the  general  that  1  wished  lie  Would  in- 
struct the  provost  marshiil  to  let  the  judges  of  the  election 
settle  the  question  in  regard  to  doubtful  voters.  He  said  he 
could  not  do  it.  I  asked  him  why — if  he  appointed  him  be 
could  instruct  him  as  to  his  duty.  He  said  he  dirt  not  ap- 
point him ;  that  he  had  been  appointed  either  by  the  Presi- 
dent or  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  he  had  no  control 
ovcrliim.  'Indeed,'  said  lie,  '  iflmust  confess, so,farfrom 
the  provost  marshal  being  under  my  control,  I  am,  for  the 
time  being,  rather  under  his.'  Upon  which  I  apologized 
for  having  interrupted  liim,  and  left  the  room." 

General  Wool  was  subject  to  these  provost 
marshals  of  Sunday  midnight  appointment. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  was  there  violence  at  the 
election.'  1  will  invite  your  attention  to  the  tes- 
timony of  Joseph  Marvel,  page  201;  and  I  wish 
it  understood  that  all  this  testimony  was  under 
oath: 

"  Question.  Where  were  you  on  the  4th  dtiy  of  Novem- 
ber last  ? 

"  Answer.  I  left  my  home  for  the  election  ground  in 
Dagsborough  hundred,  1  suppose  about  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

"  Question.  When  you  arrived  there  did  you  see  any- 
thing unusual  or  different  from  what  you  had  ever  seen 
there  before? 

"  Jinswer.  Yes,  sir.  We  arrived,  about  fourteen  of  us, 
in  a  wagon.  We  saw  about  forty  soldiers  there.  They 
had  bayonets  in  their  hands.  We  had  not  got  within  one 
hundred  yards  of  the  place  where  they  deposit  the  voles 
when  the  soldiers  came  running  at  ys  in  two  lines.  They 
said  to  us,  'Give  up  the  wagon  and  llagl'  We  did  so. 
We  had  no  contention.  The  boys  handed  the  flag  right 
out  to  them.  A  number  of  them,  I  do  not  know  how 
many,  jumped  on  it  and  stripped  it  from  the  pole;  some  of 
the  others  caught  hold  of  our  mules  hitched  to  the  wagon, 
some  others  caught  hold  of  four  of  our  men  and  took  them 
down  to  the  place  near  where  we  voted,  their  headquar- 
ters 1  suppose,  and  jiut  them  in  there.  After  they  put  our 
men  in  there,  they  went  in  and  loaded  their  guns.  1  saw  one 
of  them  walking  in  the  crowd  having  his  gun,  with  a  cap 
on  It,  already  cocked  and  ready  for  shooting.  I  did  not 
know  what  lie  wii.s  going  to  do.     \  slipped  up  and  voted  In 


a  hurry.    I  believe  some  of  our  pawy  ran  clear  home.    One 

of  them  ran  or  walked  about  six  miles,  I  believe.  Another 
ran  about  two  miles,  so  they  said.  People  kept  coming  to 
nie  and  telling  me  that  I  was  the  owner  of  the  wagon,  and 
had  better  leave.  I  then  wentto  Georgetovi'n  and  remained 
all  night  and  until  nine  o'clock  next  morning.  Itliought 
if  I  went  iiome  they  ^a'lghl  come  there  after  me,  and  it 
would  make  a  big  fuss. 

"Question.  Did  yoii  learn  the  cause  which, induced  the 
soldiers  to  take  your  wagon  and  arrest  the  men  ? 

"Jlnswer.  Iliave  heard  causes,  hull  doiiot  know  whether 
they  were  so  or  not.  The  soldiers  said  W£j,had  a  secesh 
flag.    Jacob  MoOri!"^ 

He  was  once  a  flaming  Breckinridge  Democrat 
and  refused  to  vote  for  the  resolution  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic convention  of  our  State  to  unite  with  the 
Douglas  men;  but  now  he  is  one  of  the  best  Union- 
savers  in  all  the  land  in  his  way  of  saving  it,  by 
voting  the  Republican  ticket  with  the  expectation 
of  personal  profit  thereby — 

"Jacob  Moore  helped  to  contribute  money  for  the  flag; 
also  myself  and  the  present  sheriff,  Aaron  B.  Marv(;l.  It 
was  made  six  years  ago  and  more.  Jacob  Moore  is  a  law- 
yer in  Georgetown,  and  at  that  time  belonged  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  He  now  belongs  to  what  some  call  the  Re- 
publican party." 

There  is  a  caseof  violence  for  you,  sir.  I  shall 
now  quote  from  the  testimony  of  Peter  Martin, 
page  49.  Speaking  of  what  occurred  on  the  day 
of  election  in  Georgetown,  he  said: 

"Question.  Were  any  persons  there  so  much  intimidated 
as  to  be  induced  to  leave  the  election  ground  ? 

"Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

'■'■Question.  Please  state  who  they  were. 

"Answer.  Kendall  Wingate,  James  Wingate,  George 
Pepper,  Alfred  Kollock,  myself,  Coulter  Hart,  Dutton  Hart, 
and  Peter  Pepper,  wlio  are  all  I  remember. 

"  Question.  Do  you  say  that  ail  these  persons  were  in- 
duced by  ihtimidation,  on  account  of  the  presence  of  the 
soldiers,  to  leave  the  election  ground  sooner  tlian  they 
would  otherwise  have  doiic? 

"Answer^  Yes,  sir. 

^'QueUion.  Where  did  they  go? 

"Answer.  To  the  swamp. 

'■Question.  Did  they  all  go  together,  or  in  different  direc- 
tions ? 

"Answer.  I  believe  they  all  did  not  start  together,  but  we 
all,  except  two,  got  together  that  afternoon." 

"Question.  Had  any  persons  been  arrested  that  day? 

"Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

"Question.  Who  had  been  arrested  ? 

"Answer.  Alfred  Hart,  Oliver  Greenly,  and  Peter  Hart." 

They  all  happened  to  be  Democrats.  Two  of 
them  were  sitting  at  the  hotel  porch  quietly  talk- 
ing to  themselves.  This  occurred  in  the  town  in 
which  I  live.  I  know  what  occurred  in  that  town 
on  that  day.  I  know  that  Democrats  were  in- 
timidated ;  but  a  Republican  could  go  up  to  a  Dem- 
ocrat talking  to  a  doubtful  voter  and  command 
him  to  be  silent,  and  he  had  to  obey.  They  were 
not  free  to  act  on  that  occasion. 

"Question.,  Do  you  know  the  politics  of  these  parties? 

"Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  sound  Democrats,  all  of 
them." 

To  show  you  the  conduct  of  tlie  soldiers  on  that 
day — they  were  put  up  to  it  by  others;  Of  course 
they  did  not  know  these  men;  they  were  told  to 
do  it  and  they  obeyed  orders — I  will  read  another 
extract  from  Martin's  testimony.  He  states  that 
he  was  driven  from  the  ground  through  fear;  that 
he  had  been  told  he  would  be  arrested: 

"  Question.  Was  there  any  attempt  subsequently  made 
to  arrest  you  ? 

"Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

"  Question.  Wlien,  and  by  whom  ? 

"Answer.  On  the  day  of  election.  I  started  home  as  soon 
as  I  heard  the  news  that  they  were  going  to  arrest  mis.  I 
got  about  three  hundred  yards  of  home  and  looked  back 
and  saw  seven  or  eight  soldiers,  with  Adolphus  Ewlng 
ahead  of  them,  running  their  horses.  I  jumped  into  the 
ditch  and  remained  there  until  I  saw  where  they  were  go- 
ing. I  did  not  know  whether  they  were  going  to  myliouse 
or  down  into  Dagsborough  hundred,  until  I  saw  them  turn 
into  our  gate.  I  th(Mi  started  for  the  swamp.  I  looked 
around  aiTd  saw  two  of  them  ride  up  through  the  yard ;  one 
of  them  stopped  at  the  bedroom  door  and  the  other  at  the 
cook-house  door.  I  could  not  see  the  others,  as  they  were 
on  the  front  side  of  the  house. 

"Question.  Have  you  since  learned  what  they  said  or  did 
while  there  that  morning? 

"Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Those  who  went  up  in  front  jumped 
off  their  horses,  started  into  the  house,  Adolphus  Ewiiig 
being  ahead  of  them.  My  wife  met  tliem  at  the  door,  and 
told  them  that  Adolphus"  Ewlng  could  not  come  in  ;  that 
they  were  welcome  to  come  ill.  They  inquired  if  lAfr.  Mar- 
tin was  , at  home.  Slje  told  them  no,  sir.  They  sa^d  they 
were  ordered  by  the  commander  to  come  out  there  to  arrest 
him,  and  to  do  whatever  Adolphus  Ewlng  told  them  to  do." 

He  is  a  man  who  keeps  a  hotel  in  the  town  in 
which  I  live. 

"  My  wife  told  them  that  they  were  welcome  to  search 
the  house;  tliey  did  so,  went  up  stairs  and  searched  every 
room  above,  she  said,  and  below,  went  to  the  smoke  house, 
went  to  the  insane  apartments,  and  through  the  rooms  of 
the  poor,  back  to  the  house." 
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He  wns  the  overeeer  of  our  almshouse. 

"  My  wife  invited  them  in,  and  asked  tlicni  if  tlicy  would 
tike  something  to  drink  ;  tlicy  said  tln-y  would.  She  then 
asked  thoni  to  take  some  dinner  ;  they  said  they  would  ;  £lie 
told  thcni  to  take  Bfutu  ;  they  said  no,  they  would  stand  up 
nnd  eat.  They  ate  their  dinners  and  weiit  into  tlie  sitting- 
room.  The  lioutcnanl  told  my  wife  that  he  did  not  want 
to  arrest  me  ;  that  thoy  had  nothing  against  me  ;  that  ^he. 
must  not  think  hard  of  them;  it  was  that  damned  rascal 
that  stands  at  the  gate  who  was  the  cause  of  their  coming. 
Adolplius  Ewing  let  my  wife  know  he  would  have  lier  ar- 
rested. The  sohlil'rs  told  liim  no ;  tliat  they  did  not  come 
out  there  to  arrest  ladies." 

And  yet  there  was  no  intimidation,  no  inter- 
ference with  the  freedom  of  election  !  All  these 
acts  were  done  that  there  might  be  a  free  and  fair 
election ! 

Curtis  W.  Jacobs,  on  page  205,  testifies  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Question.  Tlie  Governor  of  this  State,  in  giving  in  his 
testimony  to  this  committee,  stated,  in  substance,  that  one 
reason  for  liis  asking  that  soldiers  should  be  stationed  at 
the  polls  on  the  day  of  the  last  general  election  in  this  State 
was  that  he  had  been  informed  by  a  number  of  reliable  per- 
BOiis  in  Ualtimore  and  other  hundreds,  that  a  number  of  se- 
cessionists from  Maryland, amounting  to  fifteen  or  twenty, 
to  be  lieaded  by  Curtis  \V.  Jacobs,  had  entered  into  ar- 
rangements with  the  Democrats  in  Delaware  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  polls  in  Baltimore  hundred,  and  prevent 
Union  men  from  voting.  I  ask  you,  sir,  whether  this  state- 
ment was  true,  or  wliether  there  was  the  shadow  of  foun- 
dation tor  such  a  statement. 

"Answer.  Tlie  whole  statement,  sir,  so  far  as  It  applies 
to  myself,  or  anyone  else  of  my  knowledge,  is  false  intoto  ; 
false  in  its  conception  ami  in  all  of  its  details.  I  never 
conferred  with  any  man  in  Maryland  or  Delaware  with 
tile  view  of  doing  what  the  Goveraor  of  this  State  has 
alleged  I  intended  to  do." 

Mr.  Jacobs  then  goes  on  to  state  that  on  the 
day  previous  to  our  election,  being  a  large  land- 
holder in  our  State,  though  living  in  Worcester 
count}',  Maryland,  he  went  down  to  visit  some  of 
Km  farms,  and  the  next  day  he  returned  from  his 
farm  to  see  two  men  at  the  election.  I  will  read 
from  his  testimony: 

"I  had  scarcely  got  upon  the  ground  when  the  lieutenant 
told  me,  '  You  must  leave  or  you  will  be  arrested.'  He 
granted,  however,  that  I  could  see  the  two  men  on  busi- 
ness, and  take  them  off  the  ground.  While  in  that  act, 
the  provost  marshal,  Samuel  W.  Lacey,  came  up,  and 
told  me  I  should  leave  at  once,  or  be  arrested,  which  1  did 
In  company  with  the  two  men  aforesaid.  When  atllni  dis- 
tance of  between  two  and  three  hundred  yards  from  the 
voting  place,  and  out  of  view  of  it,  the  lieutenant — Wal- 
ters,! think  Ills  name  was — witli  a  number  of  cavalry,  over- 
took me,  and  arrested  me. 

'•  Walters  was  a  lieutenant  of  the  thirteenth  Pennsyl- 
vania cavalry, stationed  at  Baltimore.  This  was  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  day.  I  was  confined  in  an  old  storehouse 
from  then  until  half  past  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  I 
requested  to  know  of  the  provost  marshal  for  what  I  wa.s 
arrested.  He  gave  me  no  satisfactory  answer,  but  intimated 
at  different  times  in  the  d«y  that  the  charges  against  me  were 
quite  serious,  and  that  there  would  have  to  be  a  thorough 
Investigation  of  my  case,  when  I  might  possibly  be  re- 
leased at  the  close  of  the  polls,  or  sent  on  to  General  Wool 
In  Baltimore." 

Curtis  W.  Jacobs  is  a  very  wealthy  and  a  very 
intelligent  man,  and  this  provost  marshal  is  one  of 
the  most  insignificant  creatures  that  ever  crawled 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  with  no  social  position 
or  anything  else  worth  having.  I  suppose  he 
thought  it  was  something  grand  for  him  to  arrest 
a  gentleman,  and  probably  that  was  the  reason. 

"  I  asked  him  to  confront  me  with  the  witnesses  or  per- 
«ons  who  had  made  any  charges  against  me,  which  he  de- 
clined. I  never  heard  any  charge  against  me  up  to  the 
lime  of  my  arrest,  and  had  no  suspicion  that  they  intended 
to  arrest  me;  nor  do  I  now  know  for  what  T  was  arrested." 

He  then  goes  on  to  testify  that  they  arrested 
Mr.  James  and  locked  him  up.  All  Mr.  James,  as 
he  swears  himself,  did  on  that  occasion  was,  when 
he  saw  Jacobs  arrested,  who  was  in  the  liabit  of 
staying  in  his  house,  not  knowing  that  this  fel- 
low had  been  appointed  provost  marshal  the  Sun- 
day night  before,  to  tell  him  that  he  had  no  right 
to  arrest  Mr.  Jacobs,  whereupon  they  arrested 
him  and  locked  him  up.  They  arrested  several 
others  also  at  the  same  place  on  the  election  ground 
for  no  other  cause  than  that  they  were  Demo- 
crats, and  to  intimidate  all  those  who  would  not 
Tote  the  black  Republican,  abolition,  disunion 
ticket. 

1  will  now  read  from  the  testimony  of  Isaac 
Giles,  pages  172  and  185.  Mr.  Giles  is  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  gentlemen  that  reside  in  the 
county  in  which  I  live,  a  man  of  high  stnnding  in 
that  criunty,  and  who  is  to  be  believed  in  what- 
ever lie  says: 

"  On  arriving  at  Laurel  on  the  morning  of  the  election,  I 
saw  the  soldiers  parnding  the  otreetH,  and  while  I  wns  yet 
ill  my  carriage  I  saw  them  tukIi  into  a  store  and  drag  nut  a 
man.  I  heard  the  captain  say  to  the  men,  'Take  him  to 
the  guard-house.'    They  took  hint  down  the  strsci.    I  did 


not  see  what  they  did  with  him.  I  then  wcntdown  to  the 
house  where  the  election  was  held,  the  election  not  being 
then  open.  Shortly  afterwards  Captain  Waikins  came 
down  with  a  squad  of  soldiers,  said  to  be  forty  or  fifty.  He 
went  lip  to  the  house  where  the  votes  were  received,  and 
ordered  the  people  to  fall  back,  or  rather  pressed  them  back, 
and  formed  a  square  probably  thirty  by  fifty  feet  In  front  of 
the  window,  and  ordered  all  persons  outside  of  the  square. 
He  then  made  a  speech." 

These  fellows  become  orators  and  statesmen 
and  everything  else  after  you  take  them  and  give 
them  a  little  brief  authority  nnd  tell  thein  to  go 
and  oppress  Democrats.  1  speak  of  such  of  them 
as  would  be  guilty  of  such  dirty  deeds.  I  do  not 
apply  it  to  the  officers  or  men  generally,  for  1 
hope  there  are  very  few  of  them  who  would  like 
to  be  engaged  in  such  dirty  work. 

"  He  then  made  a  speech  in  which  he  said  there  was  to 
be  no  iiitiiiiidatioii,  and  that  they  must  take  care  how  they 
talked;  that  their  thoughts  belonged  to  themselves,  but 
their  words  and  actions  belonged  to  the  Governmeut." 

That  is  called  a  free  election,  and  it  is  said-there 
wtis  no  intimidation! 

In  anotherpartof  his  testimony  thisgentleman, 
who  was  one  of  the  judges  of  the  election,  says: 

"Shortly  after  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  James  L.  Da- 
vis came  up  to  vote.  Being  an  Englishman,  I  demanded 
ills  naturalization  papers,  or  proof  tiiereof.  The  captain 
came  up  shortly  afterwards  and  asked  me  what  the  conten- 
tion was.  I  told  him  that  tlie  man  was  a  foreigner,  and  I 
demanded  his  naturalization  papers  orproof  of  his  naturali- 
zation. He  says,  '  Yon  require  impossibilities.'  He  then 
said  to  the  Inspector,  '  Take  the  vote,  or  I  will  smash  the 
ballot-boies  and  the  whole  damned  concern. '" 

And  yetit  is  said  there  was  no  interference  with 
the  freedom  of  election  !  All  this  was  done  to 
preserve  the  Union!  Sir,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
vital  stabs  that  could  be  made  at  the  Union,  and 
those  who  are  guilty  of  such  conduct  or  counte- 
nance it  are  the  basest  traitors  that  ever  lived. 

At  the  polls  of  one  election  district  for  some 
two  houi-s  a  Democrat  was  no  tallowed  to  approach 
the  poll;  but  Republicans  could  vote  when  they 
pleased.  That  is  all  proved  in  this  sworn  testi- 
mony; nnd  if  it  were  not  that  I  do  not  wish  to 
trespass  too  long  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate  I 
would  read  the  proof  at  large.  Men  who  had 
ribbons  in  their  coats  could  carry  up  to  the  polls 
whoever  they  pleased  to  vote.  They  could  go 
through  the  line  which  was  formed  of  the  sol- 
diers or  they  could  pass  across  it,  but  no  Demo- 
crat for  some  two  hours  was  allowed  to  vote. 
Some  who  went  up  were  forcibly  driven  from  the 
polls;  some  left  the  polls  without  voting.  The 
candidate  for  the  Legislature  had  a  bayonet 
scratching  his  flesh.  This  was  all  done  to  have 
a  fair  election ! 

The  next  witness  that  I  will  call  to  the  stand 
is  Henry  Ridgely,sonof  the  former  Senator  from 
our  State,  himself  the  president  of  the  Farmers' 
Bank  of  the  State,  and  whose  word  will  be  be- 
lieved anywhere  where  he  is  known  without  his 
oath;  but  under  oath,  on  page  182,  he  declared  in 
rej)ly  to  the  question: 

''  What  was  the  occasion  which  induced  the  soldiers  to 
make  these  several  charges  of  which  you  speak.'" — 

In  the  town  of  Dover  they  charged  with  bay- 
onets upon  the  citizens  on  several  occasions — 

"Answer.  The  cause  of  the  first  charge,  as  I  understood, 
was  from  a  very  unprovoked  attack  of  Mr.  George  P.  Fisher 
(the  same  who  filled  up  Stanton's  blank  commissions)  on 
Mr.  Joseph  Wicks,  botli  of  this  place.  The  cause  of  the 
second  charge  I  did  not  know.  I  heard  of  it  afterwards, 
but  cannot  speak  of  my  own  knowledge. 

"Qucs<ioii.  Was  there,  in  your  judgment,  any  necessity 
for  the  presence  of  soldi<!rs  al  tlie  polls  iu  Dover  on  that 
day  in  order  to  preserve  the  public  peace  and  to  insure  a 
quiet  election  .■" 

".^njwer.  No,  sir;  not  the  slightest  necessity. 

"Qiiestton.  Did  there  appear  to  be  mucji  intimidation 
among  the  voters  at  the  polls  on  that  day;  and  if  so,  what 
political  party  seemed  to  be  most  intimidated  .' 

".^iijiuer.  In  myopinion  there  was  intimidation  that  day 
on  the  part  of  the  Democratic  voters. 

"(Question.  Do  you  think  that  intimidation  wassufliclent 
to  make  a  diflVrence  In  tlie  result  of  the  vote  on  that  day, 
and  if  so,  to  what  eitenl.'' 

"Answer.  I  think  it  did  make  a  difference  iu  the  result 
of  the  vote,  and  in  favor  of  the  Republican  party.  I  cannot 
say  to  what  exient. 

"Question.  Have  you  not  been  an  active  Democrat  for  a 
minihcr  of  years  and  in  the  confidence  of  the  Democratic 
party,  knowing  all  its  princlpalplansandopcrations  incon- 
diieilng  campaigns .' 

•'^nstver.  Generally  speaking,  !  have,  I  believe,  sir. 

"Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  purpose,  or  an  inten- 
tion, or  a  dr?irc,  on  the  part  of  any  Democrat  to  interfere 
wiih  the  polls  at  the  lael  election,  so  as  to  jireveiit  a  fair 
election'' 

"  ^nxicer.  No,  sir.  There  seemed  to  be  a  otrongdesirCjOn 
the  contrary,  that  everything  should  pass  off  peaceably  nnd  j 
quietly." 

Every  prominent  Democrat  who  wns  examined 


by  the  investigating  committee  confirms  Dr_ 
Ridgely's  statement  as  to  the  earnest  wish  of  the 
members  of  the  Democratic  party  tlnoughout  the 
Stale  that  the  election  should  be  a  fair  and  peace- 
able one.  They  were  determined  to  give  this 
despotic  and  tyrannical  Administration  and  its 
unprincipled  minions  no  pretext  of  justification 
for  interfering  with  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
people,  or  for  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  State,  and 
hence  there  was  a  general  understanding  among 
the  Democrats  throughout  the  State  that  so  far  as 
the  party  of  which  they  were  members  could  con- 
tribute to  such  a  result,  the  election  should  be  free, 
fair,  equal,  and  peaceful. 

"(Question.  Do  you  know  anything  else  bearing  upon  the 
sulijcct  of  this  investigation.'    If  so,  please  state  it. 

"^lumer.  I  wns  particularly  struck  on  the  election  day 
with  the  remarkable  good  order  observed  by  the  residents 
and  voters  of  East  Dover  hundred.  The  most  troublesome 
and  disorderly  men  in  the  town  on  that  day  were  men 
dressed  in  the  uniform  of  United  States  soldiers,  and  said 
to  belong  to  the  fourth  Delaware  regiment.  They  seemed 
to  be  nearly  all  drunk,  cursing  and  swearing,  and  threaten- 
ing almost  every  one  they  met.  They  made  frequent  at- 
tacks upon  the  peaceable  citizens  of  the  place,  and  not  the 
slightest  effort  was  made,  that  I  could  see,  to  keep  them  in 
order  by  the  Maryland  home  guards,  who  were  in  llie  town 
that  day.  One  case,  in  particular,  came  under  my  own  im- 
mediate notice.  A  man  came  running  near  me  on  the 
court-house  pavement  pursued  by  another  dressed  in  the 
unil'orm  of  a  soldier.  The  man  who  first  came  near  me 
seemed  very  much  frightened,  while  the  soldier  was  curs- 
ing and  swearing.  I  stepped  in  front  of  the  soldier  and 
asked  him  what  lie  meant  by  pursuing  that  man.  He  said 
he  wanted  to  kill  the  damned  secessionist.  I  asked  him  if 
he  knew  the  man  was  a  secessionist.  He  said  'no;  and 
he  did  not  care.'  I  believe  I  only  recollect  seeing  one  man 
who  lives  in  East  Dov^r  liundred,  and  who  belongs  to  the 
Democratic  party,  and  who  was  drunk  and  at  all  trouble- 
some, and  he  was  soon  carried  off." 

Sir,  we  all  know  that  wh'en  soldiers  are  brought 
on  the  election  ground  through  the  agency  of  the 
members  of  one  political  party,  the  understanding 
of  the  whole  community  is  that  they  are  brought 
there  to  aid  that  political  party  in  the  election,  and 
that  the  very  presence  of  the  soldiers,  even  if  they 
did  not  touch  a  single  individual  on  the  occasion, 
of  itself  would  make  a  vast  difference  in  the  re- 
sult of  an  election.  The  people  not  being  used  to 
such  scenes,  and  to  be  confronted  in  the  exercise 
of  their  peaceful  rights  by  armed  men,  would  ne- 
cessarily be  intimidated;  and  1  have  no  doubt  that 
if  no  man  had  been  assaulted,  and  if  no  man  had 
been  forcibly  prevented  from  voting  on  that  day, 
the  difference  would  have  amounted  to  hundreds 
in  the  aggregate  vote  of  the  State,  because  timid 
men  would  be  afraid  to  exercise  their  influence  or 
their  persuasion  in  order  to  benefit  their  party. 

I  now  call  upon  the  stand  a  gentleman  known 
to  all  of  you,  Senators;  a  gentleinan  who  was  as- 
sociated with  you  in  this  body;  a  gentleman  who 
through  all  his  life  has  voted  against  the  Demo- 
cratic party  until  the  last  two  elections  I  believe. 
I  refer  to  Hon.  Joseph  P.  Comegys,  late  a  Sena- 
tor in  this  body,  whose  testimony  will  be  found 
on  page  222: 

"  Question.  Mr.  Comegys,  were  you  present  at  the  elec- 
tion in  this  town  on  the  4th  of  November  last.' 

"  Annuer.  Yes. 

"  Question.  Did  you  see  anything  unusual  and  different 
from  what  you  had  ever  seen  before,  at  or  near  the  poll» 
that  day.'    If  so,  state  what  it  was. 

"  Jinswcr.  I  did.  I  saw  a  military  force  at  different  times 
during  the  day,  sometimes  at  and  at  other  times  near  the 
polls.    They  were  armed  with  muskets  and  fixed  bayonets. 

"Question.  Did  you  see  them  make  a  charge  upon  any 
of  the  citizens  of  the  town  or  hundred  .' 

"Answer.  I  did,  on  two  occasions,  see  them  make  a 
charge  upon  the  people  at  and  about  the  polls,  nearly  all 
of  vvhnni  I  believe  were  citizens  of  the  town  and  hundred. 

"Qiieslion.  Was  there,  in  your  judgment,  any  necessity 
for  either  of  those  charges.' 

"Jinswcr.  None,  whatever. 

"Question.  Did  not  the  soldiers  themselves,  or  their 
presence,  occasion  most  of  the  difficulty  and  trouble  which 
occurred  around  the  polls .' 

^^Jinswcr.  I  was  not  nt  the  polls  often  during  the  day, 
and  cannot  say  what  occasioned  most  of  the  trouble,  but  I 
know  that  their  presence  excited  a  great  deal  af  comment 
and  bad  feeling;  I  think  there  was  an  unusual  degree  of 
the  latter  on  that  day.  The  only  diflieuliy  1  saw  at  the 
polls,  independent  of  the  usual  contest  of  words  on  such 
occasions,  was  when  the  person  in  command  of  the  mili- 
tary attempted  to  Induce  the  ofliccrs  of  the  election  to  re- 
ceive n  vote,  which  they  afterwards  rejected  ;  hi  speaking 
here  about  difficulty,  I  did  not  intend  to  include  the  cliargn 
of  bayonets  of  wliieli  I  have  before  spoken;  at  the  time  of 
the  attempt  to  have  the  vote  referred  to  taken,  there  wa» 
considerable  dilHeully,  though,  as  I  recollect,  no  actual  vio- 
lence."       **»»***»• 

"  Question.  So  far  as  your  observation  went,  did  you 
think  the  soldiers  were  acting  in  concert  with  cither  of  the 
political  parties;  and  ifso,  with  which.' 

'■^Answer.  I  considered  they  were  acting  In  concert 
with  the  Republican  party,  because  the  Democrats,  so  far 
as  I  heard  any  expri^ssion,  were  hostile  to  their  beliiK  here, 
and  they  were  under  the  command,  as  ths  offlcor  uefore 
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named  informed  me,  of  Major  Napoleon  B.  Knight  as  pro- 
post  marshal,  who  is  himselfa  member  of  the  Republican 
,iarty.  And  I  also  consider  that  they  were  acting  in  con- 
lort  with  tlie  llopublican  party,  because  I  believed  then 
md  believe  now  that  they  were  brought  here  at  the  instance 
»f  leading  Rfepublicans,  and  that  tlieir  object  in  bringing 
diem  here  was,  in  some  way,  to  promote  the  intorests  of 
iheir  party.  And  furthermore  1  never  lieard  any  but  oppo- 
nents of  tlie  Republican  party  object  to  tlieir  being  here, 
or  complain  of  anything  tliat  was  done  by  them  on  that 
day."         »***K**** 

"Qucsiiort.  I  ask  you  whether,  in  your  judgment,  there 
was  any  necessity  for  the  presence  of  the  military  either  at 
this  place  or  any  other  voting  place  in  this  county,  on  the 
day  of  the  last  general  election,  to  preserve  tlie  public 
peace,  or  insure  a  fair  election? 

"Answer.  Not  the  least,  in  my  judgment. 

"Qtiestion.  I  aslc  you,  Mr.  Comcgys,  whether,  from  all 
your  means  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  public  opinion  pre- 
vious to  the  last  general  election,  it  was  not  generally  con- 
ceded that  if  the  election  were  a  fair  one,  the  Democrats 
would  carry  this  county  by  a  large  majority 

"Answer.  So  far  as  i  know,  it  was." 

And  SO  stated  most  of  the  witnesses  who  were 
ejftimined  in  reference  not  only  to  that  county  but 
the  State,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  it;  the  State 
would  have  been  carried  byan  overwhelming  ma- 
jority. As  it  was,  GovernorTemple  was  elected 
Representative  to  Congress,  and  in  the  two  lower 
counties  the  Democrats  elected  their  members  of 
the  Legislature,  giving  them  two  thirds  of  the 
Legislature. 

David  Harrington,  on  page  240,  swears  to  an 
attempt  by  soldiers  to  stab  an  aged  man  at  the 
polls  at  Hazlettville,  in  Kent  county,  and  also 
to  an  attempt  to  stab  him. 

I  will  now  read  the  testimony  of  William  D. 
Fowler,  page  318: 

"Question.  Do  you  remember  any  instance  vifliere  Mr. 
Lofland  interfered  to  influence  unfairly  the  vote  of  any  cit- 
izen of  that  hundred? 

"Answer.  I  do.  James  R.  Lofland,  in  company  with  two 
or  more  soldiers,  came  to  the  Democratic  lieadquarters.  I 
met  him  at  the  door." — 

This  was  in  Milford,in  Kent  county — 
"He  said  he  wanted  Joseph  Sparks  out  of  the  room.  Jo- 
seph Sparks,  in  the  mean  time,  had  voluntarily  come  into 
the  room,  and  called  me  one  side,  and  asked  me  whether 
he  would  be  arrested  and  placed  in  Fort  Mcllenry  if  lie 
voted  a  Democratic  ticket.  To  use  Sparks's  own  language, 
James  R.  Lofland  told  him  so.  He  said  he  was  a  Democrat 
and  wanted  to  vole  the  Democratic  ticket.  I  then  started 
out  of  the  room,  in  company  with  Sparks,  to  the  polls  to 
vote.  _  We  mot  James  R.  Lofland,  with  two  or  more  sol- 
diers, at  the  head  of  the  staircase.  James R.  Lofland  stopped 
Sparks  himself,  and  told  him  that  he  should  not  vote  yfilh 
me,  and  asked  him  why  he  got  out  of  the  lines.  Sparks 
answered  lh;it  lie  had  no  right  to  hold  him  in  the  lines,  as 
he  was  lioine  on  his  parole.  lie  was  a  paroled  prisoner, 
liaviiig  been  taken  liy  the  southern  army.  Tie  told  Lofland 
he  was  a  Democrat  and  was  going  to  vote  that  ticket;  that 
lie  had  changed  his  views.  Lofland  told  him  lie  should  not 
vote.  [  ihoM  made  a  |)mposition  to  Mr.  Lofland  to  give  him 
a  ticket  of  each  kind,  and  let  him  go  by  himself  and  deposit 
v>'liicli  (nie  he  saw  prop<>r.  Lofland  answered  that  he'  had 
no  coiii|iroinise  to  make.  Sparks  then  wentdown  thestairs 
in  compaiiy  with  myself,  and  went  over  into  the  store  of 
William  Hill  St  Son.  I  there  asked  liim  if  he  bad  paid  his 
tax,  ufioii  which  he  produced  his  t.-ix  receipt.  I  gave  him 
a  ticket,  and  told  him  to  slunv  his  receipt,  showing  he  had 
a  right  to  a  vote.  He  went,  in  company  with  Mr.  Cannon, 
to  Uie  place  of  voting.  The  soldiers,  who  were  standing 
Willi  their  bayonets  locked,  pushed  him  back,  and  told  him 
lie  could  not  vote  then.  He  produced  his  lax  receipt,  and 
told  them  he  had  a  right  to  vole,  and  was  going  to  vote  a 
Democratic  ticket,  holding  it  in  his  hand,  t  then  demanded 
of  the  soldiers  to  know  vvliy  tlicy  challenged  his  vote — to 
let  him  go  to  the  window  and  the  judges  would-»decide 
whether  he  was  a  qualifi(;d  voter.  The  answer  was,  the 
provost  marshal  had  told  tliem  not  to  allow  Sparks  to  vote 
in  his  ab.ienee.  In  the  mean  time  James  R.  Lofland,  the 
provost  mur.shal,  seized  him  by  his  coat,  pulled  him  outof 
the  porch,  and  ordered  two  soldiers  to  hear  him  away.  To 
the  bestof  my  knowledge  Isawhim  no  more  until  the  next 
morning." 

William  M.  Jester,  page  186,  swears  tliat  the 
soldiers  made  several  bayonet  charges  on  thepeo- 
pli^,  and  lluit  while  he  was  doing  nothing  at  all 
they  knocked  him  down  and  stabbed  at  him  with 
tin;  bayonet.  1  will  refer  to  his  to.stimony  so  tis 
to  show  violence,  for  [  want  to  bring  it  within 
the  rule  laid  down  by  the  committee  themselves 
thai  fuicli  conduct  is  subversive  both  of  our  State 
null  Federal  Government: 

''q,ucsllon.  Did  those  soldiers  oUer  intimidation  to  the 
voters;  and  il  so,  state  the  manner  in  which  that  Intimi- 
dation was  ofl"ered  ?" 

He  was  a  voter  at  the  capital  of  the  State;  and 
his  answer  is: 
"  1  saw  them  make  a  charge,  in  the  iifternoon,  across 
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the  pavement  in  front  of  the  polls,  in  which  they  struck 
me,  standing  on  the  pavement  near  the  polls,  and  injured 
me  very  seriously.  I  was  confined  about  six  wee  ks — -there 
were  eight  weeks  during  which  I  could  not  attend  to  busi- 
ness— attended  by  Doctor  Saulsbury.  James  A.  Clifton 
was  struck,  while  standing  at  my  side,  in  the  same  charge. 
V/liile  I  was  lying  on  my  back,  one  of  the  soldiers  thrust 
a  bayonet  at  me,  and  was  seen  by  John  Penington  and 
others.  I  saw  the  gun,  witli  tlie  bayonet  on  it,  at  my  side 
as  I  lay  on  my  back.  They  kicked  my  liat  and  wig  off  into 
the  middle  ofthe  road. 

'^'Question.  Wliat  were  you  and  Mr.  Clifton  doing  at  the 
time  you  were  struck  ? 

^^  Jlnswcr.  We  were  standing  near  the  polls  when  the 
charge  was  made,  I  with  my  back  to  the  soldiers,  and  did 
not  see  them  until  they  were  within  a  few  feet  of  my  back 
with  their  bayonets.  I  had  no  chance  to  escape  them. 
There  was  a  little  disturbance  created  by  the  men  of  the 
fourth  Delaware  regiment.  I  was  standing  looking  on  this 
affair,  talking  to  nobody,  when  they  made  the  cliarge  and 
struck  me." 

I  might  go  through  the  whole  of  this  testimony 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  witnesses  on  that  oc- 
casion, all  showing  acts  of  intimidation  and  vio- 
lence, some  of  whom  were  actually  prevented 
from  voting;  but  I  will  close  this  reference  by  the 
testimony  of  my  present  colleague  in  this  body 
as  to  what  occurred  in  the  city  of  Wilmington. 
He  was  then  in  private  life,  and  was  summoned 
as  a  witness  before  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion: 

"QuesUon.  Mr.  Riddle,  where  did  you  vote  on  the  day  of 
the  last  generiil  election? 

"Answer.  In  the  fifth  ward  of  the  city  of  Wilmington. 

"The  Chairman.  Please  to  state  all  yon  know  in  relerenee 
to  the  presence  of  the  military  in  that  or  any  otlier  ward 
of  that  city,  whaftlieir  conduct  was  at  the  polfs,  and  what 
effect  their  presence  had  upon  the  result  of  the  election. 

"Answer.  I  know  very  little  of  any  ward,  otherthan  the 
fifth.  I  had  occasion  to  visit  the  Cily  Hall,  which  was  one 
voting  place  for  the  fourtli  ward,  where  llie  collector  of 
taxes  was  stationed. 

"  In  the  fifth  ward  I  went  to  vote  early,  hut  found  afile 
of  soldiers,  with  muskets  and  bayonets,  before  the  window. 
They  afterwards  stacked  arms,  and  voted,  all  who  had  re- 
ceipts. There  were  four  of  the  soldiers  who  knew  me, 
who  were  assessed,  but  had  no  receipts.  I  sent  to  the  col- 
lector money  for  their  receipts,  and  was  enabled  only  to 
procure  one.  Late  iii  the  afternoon,  finding  that  some  of 
these  soldiers  were  likely  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket, 
they  were  ordered  by  the  oflicer  in  command  to  the  head- 
quarters, and  there  detained,  with  the  exception  of  tlieone 
wliose  receipt  I  liad  obtained,  until  after  tlie  polls  iiad  closed. 
This  one,  according  to  his  own  statement,  had  sealed  !i  high 
fence  in  order  to  get  to  the  polls.  At  the  first  precinct  of 
the  fourth  ward  I  sawagteat  manysoldiers  loiteringabout, 
but  was  not  there  long  enough  to  know  what  ihey  did.  So 
far  as  the  military  were  concerned,  I  believe  they  prevent- 
ed, directly,  to  some  extent,  but  indirectly,  to  a  greater  e.ic- 
tent,  fair  expression, of  public  sentiment  in  Wilmington  ; 
directly,  they  encouraged  soldiers  to  Tote  contrary  to  their 
known  previous  predilections-;  indirectly,  they  emboldened 
persons  disposed  to  commit  frauds  upon  the  ballot-box,  but 
lor  which  frauds  Wilmington  city,  in  my  opinion,  would 
not  have  given  one  liundred  .and  fifty  majority  for  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  instead  of  which  it  gave,  according  to  ray 
present  recollection,  about  six  liundred." 

Mr.  President,  were  it  not  that  I  do  not  desire 
to  take  up  longer  the  tirne  ofthe  Senate  by  read- 
ing the  testimony  in  this  case,  I  could  furnish 
from  many  more  witncssesevidenceof  acts  of  vio- 
lence and  intimidation  on  the  part  of  the  soldiery 
at  our  election  in  1862;  and  could  establish  the 
fact  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  fair  and  lionest 
mind  that  there  was  no  necessity  whatever  for  the 
presence  of  the  military  at  our  polls;  that  their 
presence  there  created  disorder;  that  they  acted 
in  union  and  harmony  with  one  political  party  for 
the  defeat  of  the  other,  and  that  but  for  their  pres- 
ence the  result  ofthe  election  in  1862  in  the  State 
of  Delaware  would  have  been  a  vastly  greater  tri- 
umph in  behalf  of  the  Democratic  party.  We 
have  had  a  special  election  since,  a  special  elec- 
tion last  fall  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  in  the  other 
House  by  the  death  of  GovertiorTemple.  Find- 
ing that  despite  of  all  their  military  interference 
in  18G2  they  had  failed  to  accomplish  their  entire 
purpose  of  electing  everything  in  the  Slate,  and 
only  succeeded  in  foisting  upon  an  unwilling  peo- 
ple a  man  for  Governor  whom  they  never  would 
have  elected,  the  Administration  determined  to 
make  sure  work  of  it  this  time.  They  sent  home 
a  vastly  increased  number  of  soldiers  to  vote,  but 
with  the  distinct  under.standing,  as  one  of  those 
soldiers  told  me  himself,  that  those  who  returned 
should  vote  the  Republican  ticket,  and  that  where 
it  would  be  necessary  for  some  to  stay  on  duty 
the  Democrats  woulcl  be  selected  for  that  purpose. 


They  sent  their  military  again  when  there  was 
nothing  except  a  memberof  Congress  to  be  elected 
in  that  State  and  stationed  them  at  the  polls, 
and  General  Schenck  issued  an  order  which  on 
its  face  contains  a  falsehood,  because  it  declares 
that  there  were  many  disloyal  persons  and  per- 
sons who  had  been  engaged  in  the  rebellion  within 
the  State  of  Delaware. 

"  It  is  known,"  says  General  Schenck  in  his 
order  No.  59,  and  that  order  carried  the  election 
in  the  State  of  Delaware  and  nothing  else — 

"It  is  known  that  there  are  many  evil-disposed  persons 
now  at  large  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  who  have  been  en- 
gaged in  rebellion  against  the  lawful  Government,  or  have 
given  aid  or  comfort  or  encouragement  to  others  so  engaged, 
or  who  do  not  recognize  their  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  and  wlio  may  avail  themselves  of  the  indulgence  of 
the  authority  wlilch  tolerates  their  presence  to  attempt  to 
take  part  in  or  embarrass  the  approaching  special  election 
in  that  State." 

I  pronounce  this  statementa  falsehood.  There 
is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it.  In  my  judgment 
thei'e  was  not  a  man  in  the  State  of  Delaware  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  rebellion;  I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  was  a  Democrat  in  the  State  who  in- 
tended to  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  the  elec- 
tion, or  to  aid  in  rendering  it  unfair.  How  did 
this  wiseacre,  with  military  straps  on  his  coat, 
find  it  out.?  "Dressed  in  alittle  brief  authoi-ity," 
and  having  a  military  force  at  his  back  that  he' 
could  command,  he  can  lord  it  over  a  people  who 
wish  no  conflict  with  the  Fedei-al  authorities,  and 
who  intended  to  have  none,  and  he  can  publish  to 
the  world  that  which  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  State  of  Delaware  knows  to  be  false, 
and  which  he  himself  knew  or  might  have  known 
to  be  false.  This  order  was  sent  into  our  State 
requiring  an  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  voters  if  they 
should  be  challenged, and  soldiers  to  be  stationed 
at  the  polls.  The  members  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  the  conservative  portion  of  the  people 
of  that  State  who  intended  to  vote  with  them,  did 
not  intend  to  have  any  conflict  with  the  Federal 
authorities.  They  had  never  raised  their  hands 
from  (he  conimencement  of  this  whole  trouble 
against  the  execution  of  a  Federal  law,  or  even 
the  order  of  a  military  officer,  and  they  did  not 
intend  to  give  Mr.  Schenck  or  Mr.  anybody  else 
thegratification  of  having  to  say  that  they  courted 
or  would  have  any  conflict  with  the  Federal  au- 
thorities. They  knew  that  when  the  military  was 
sent  there  with  this  oath,  a  portion  of  them,  but 
only  a  portion  of  them,  but  not  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  effect  any  useful  result,  might  be  allowed 
to  vote,  and  no  doubt  would  be,  so  as  to  herald 
throughout  the  country  the  result  of  the  mock 
election  as  a  "great  Republican  victory;  Delaware 
completely  abolitionized."  Having  notice  of  this 
fact  only  two  days  before  the  election,  they  re- 
solved to  stay  away  from  the  polls.  Although 
they  knew  they  could  carry  that  Slate  by  from 
one  to  two  thous-n.nd  majority  at  a  fitir  election, 
they  resolved  to  stay  away,  and  only  fourteen 
votes  were  cast  for  the  gentleman  who  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Democratic  jiarty. 

A  circumstance  occurred  at  one  of  the  voting 
places  in  Sussex  county  which  illustrates  the  ob- 
ject and  demonstrates  the  motive  prompting  to 
-thi?  interference  with  the  right  of  free  suffrage. 
It  proves  conclusively  that  it  was  for  partisan 
purposes  alone. 

When  the  polls  were  opened  in  Cedar  Creek 
hundi-ed  the  judge  ofthe  election  announced  that 
General  Schenck  had  made  his  celebrated  order 
No.  59,  requiring  a  tost  oath  to  be  taken  by  the 
voters ,.that  the  military  were  there  to  enforce  the 
order,  and  tliat  he  should  administer  it  to  every 
person  whose  loyalty  should  bo  questioned.  He 
himself  cliallenged  the  vote  of  nineteen  Repub- 
licans on  the  ground  of  disloyalty,  and  they  re- 
fused to  take  the  oath  prescribed  in  the  order. 
Their  votes  were  refused  on  that  ground,  and  on 
that  ground  alone.  A  provost  marshal  was  sent 
for  who  threatened  to  arrest  the  judge  if  he  did 
not  receive  their  votes,  declaring, as  I  am  informed, 
that  the  oath  was  not  intended'  to  be  administered 
to  Republicans.  The  judge  was  compelled  to  re- 
ceive the  votes  of  these  nineteen  Republicans  who 


1282 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  25, 


would  not  and  did  not  take  the  prescribed  or  any 
other  oath. 

The  Republicans  had  it  all  their  own  way.  In 
the  town  in  which  1  live  I  did  not  even  presume 
to  go  down  to  the  square  where  the  votes  were 
being  taken  although  my  office  was  on  that  square. 
Democrats  did  not  approach  the  polls.  In  that 
very  town  they  voted  men  from  Maryland;  they 
voted  boys  under  age,  they  voted  convicted  felons; 
and  at  every  voting  place  in  the  State  they  did 
pretty  much  as  they  pleased;  and  yet  throughout 
the  country  it  was  heralded  as  a  "great  Repub- 
lican Union  victoiy;  Delaware  has  gone  by  so 
many  thousands  for  the  Republican  party." 

Mr.  President,  I  iiave  endeavored  to  lay  some 
proofs  before  the  Senate  of  the  interference  with 
the  freedom  of  election  in  my  State.  1  iiave  felt 
it  due  to  tiie  people  of  my  State,  duo  to  the  cause 
of  justice  and  right,  due  to  law  and  to  Constitu- 
tion, botii  State  and  Federal,  to  present  these  evi- 
dences to  the  Senate  and  to  make  this  statement. 
1  appeal,  therefore,  to  the  candor  of  the  Senate 
whether  I  have  not,  so  far  as  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware is  concerned,  by  the  sworn  testimony  of  the 
witnesses,  brought  that  case  within  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  military  committee,  who  say: 

"  Tliat  elections  should  be  free  from  all  violence  and  in- 
tiniid;Uion,  is  an  axiom  of  I'rcegovpniment  accepted  by  all, 
and  so  evident  that  it  need  not  be  discussed.  Violence  and 
tlireats  of  violence,  and  all  disturbance,  actual  or  threat- 
ened, calculated  to  keep  the  legal  voter  from  the  polls,  or 
to  constrain  his  free  will  and  choice  in  cxercisijig  his  right, 
are  plainly  ineoinpatihle  with  the  principles  on  which  our 
governments,  whether  Slate  or  Federal,  rest." 

I  have  shown,  I  hope,  that  the  acts  of  this  Ad- 
ministration, so  far  as  my  State  is  concerned, 
have  been  such  as  to  jeopardize  the  fundamental 
principles  upon  whicli  both  our  State  and  Fed- 
eral Governments  rest. 

I  will  not  refer  to  matters  extraneous  to  the 
subject  now  before  the  Senate  by  noticing  the 
presidential  plan  of  allowing  persons  to  vote  in 
the  seceded  States,  and  of  changing  their  consti- 
tutions to  suit  liis  purposes.  In  his  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Steele  he  allows  the  people  of  Arkansas  to 
vote  according  to  the  constitution  of  Arkansas  as 
modified  by  him.  He  not  only  interferes  with 
the  exercise  of  the  rights  of  legal  voters  in  the 
adhering  States,  and  the  due  execution  of  the  laws 
of  a  State  peaceably  and  quietly  suffering  under 
his  rule  and  praying  inost  fervently  that  the  day 
may  come  when  they  may  be  relieved  by  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Democrat  who  will  regard  their  consti- 
tutional rights,  or,  if  that  be  not  possible,  even 
by  some  honest  Republican  who  could  fill  the 
presidential  chu,ir  with  more  credit  to  himself  and 
more  usefulness  to  the  country  than  the  present 
incumbent,  but  he  says  to  General  Steele,  "an 
election  may  be  lield  in  Arkansas  under  the  con- 
stitution of  Arkansas  modified  as  aforesaid" — that 
is,  that  slavery  shall  not  exist  there — "  if  the  voters 
take  the  oath  according  to  my  proclamation  of 
the  8th  of  December;"  that  is',  to  support  all  his 
proclamations.  Mighty  man!  Upon  what  meat 
has  this  our  modern  Caesarfcd  that  he  has  grown 
8o  great.' 

Sir,  in  this  military  ititerference  with  the  free- 
dom of  elections  in  the  States,  Mr.  Lincoln  is  but 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  Caesar.  Tyrants  or 
would-be  tyrants  always  act  according  to  the 
same  rule.  I  call  your  attention,  sir,  to  the  paral- 
lel afforded  by  history  between  the  conduct  of 
Ceesar  and  the  present  Executive.  Abraham  Lin- 
coln is  not  the  first  man  in  the  world  that  has  sent 
Boldiers  to  control  elections,  although  he  is  no 
better  than  those  wlio  preceded  liim  In  the  same 
work  in  my  judginent.  I  quote  from  Plutarch's 
Life  of  Poinpey.  Speaking  of  the  appearance  of 
Cffisnr  on  a  certain  occasion,  and  the  persons  who 
approached  him  to  pay  attention  to  him,  he  says: 

"  Fusotnuch,  that  whiMi  he  passed  back  again  over  the 
Alp.-,  and  took  up  his  winicr  quarters  in  the  city  ot  Luca, 
llicri!  flocked  to  lilni  an  infinite  numlx^rof  men  and  women, 
striving  who  should  get  first  to  him,  two  hundred  senators 
includiul,  among  wlir)m  were  Pompey  and  Crassus  ;  so  thai 
there  wore  to  be  Keen  alonce  hel'ore  Casar's  dour  no  less 
than  six  score  rods  of  proconsuls  and  pra;lors.  The  test  of 
Ills  addressers  he  sent  all  away  full  fraiiglit  with  hopes  and 
Itionoy;  but  with  Crassus  and  I'ompi-y  he  culeiid  Into 
Hpeclal  nrticlcs  of  aKreemijnt,  lliat  they  should  stand  can- 
didates I'or  the  consuWiip  next  year;  lhatCn!.sar  on  his  part 
Hiiould  send  a  number  of  hla  solilier.H  to  give  their  votca  at 
llic  clfction." 

Here  wa-''  our  Pre.sident'.s  cXMnijile.  Was  not 
Ccesar  great.'  Had  not  Ctc^ar  a  powerful  army.' 
May  not  the  prr.s.ia  Executive  of  the  United 
States  1)0  great  and  have  a  powerful  army  ?     Did 


Ceesar  regard  the  freedom  of  elections.'  Whether 
the  President  has  ever  read  Plutarch  or  not  I  do 
not  knowl  It  seems  he  has  read  Shakspeare, 
and  given  as  his  opinion  that  the  finest  passage 
in  Shakspeare  is: 

"  O,  my  offense  is  rank,  it  smells  to  heaven." 
Weil  might  he  say  it,  for  a  ranker  offense  by 
any  man  intrusted  with  the  rule  over  a  people 
never  existed  than  was  the  offense  committed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  risi-s  to 
heaven  in  its  stench  and  calls  for  vengeance.  God 
is  just,  and  that  vengeance  will  follow.  But  to 
continue: 

"That  as  soon  as  they  were  elected  they  should  use  their 
interest  to  have  tlie  couunand  of  some  provinces  ami  legions 
assigned  to  themselves,  and  that  Cajsar  should  havehispres- 
cnt  charge  confirmed  to  him  for  five  years  more." 

Observe  ihe  siinilarity,exceptthat  tiiePresident 
does  not  ask  anybody  to  send  soldiers  to  the  polls, 
but  sends  them  himself,  that  his  command  over  this 
people  may  be  continued  for  four  years  more;  and 
lie  finds  willing  instruments  in  your  Schencks  and 
your  Burnsides.  Let  the  people  of  this  once  proud 
country  take  warning  in  time.  There  is  meaning 
in  all  this;  there  is  a  fixed  purpose  in  all  this,  and 
it  is  my  honest  judgment  that  if  it  is  submitted  to 
and  goes  unrebuked,  and  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try by  their  votes — for  I  make  no  ap]^eal  to  force 
— allow  this  pi-esent  Executive  to  be  reelected  with 
the  vast  army  that  he  will  have  at  his  command, 
he  will  defy  the  American  voters  four  years  after- 
wards and  declare  himself  permanently  in  power. 
If  he  does  not,  he  will  be  a  most  extraordinary 
man  indeed. 

Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  obtrude  into  the  differ- 
ences existing  in  the  Republican  party,  but  not- 
withstanding the  radical  opinions  attributed  to 
Mr.  Chase,  I  would,  if  I  were  a  member  of  that 
party,  infinitely  prefer  him,  and  support  him,  in 
preference  to  the  [iresent  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  because  it  never  entered  into  my  imagina- 
tion to  conceive  that  any  man,  intrusted  with  the 
high  office  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
could  be  guilty  of  the  acts  which  the  present  Ex- 
ecutive has  been  guilty  of;  and  if  any  man  can 
be  guilty  of  worse,  I  am  willing  to  run  the  risk. 

But,  sir,  there  is  some  more  refreshing  reading 
in  this  parallel  between  the  present  Executive  and 
Caesar : 

"  When  these  arrangements  came  to  bo  generally  known, 
great  indignation  was  excited  among  the  chief  men  in 
Home;  and  iVlarccllinus,in  an  open  assembly  of  the  people, 
demanded  of  them  both  whether  they  designed  to  sue  for 
the  consulship  or  no.  And  being  urged  by  the  people  for 
tlieir  answer,  Pompey  spoke  first,  and  tolij  them  perhaps 
he  would  sue  for  it,  peiluips  he  would  not." 

The  arrangement  was  all  made.  If  any  one 
should  go  to  the  White  House  now,  and  ask  the 
present  Executive  whether  he  would  stand  again, 
perhaps  that  would  be  very  much  like  the  answer 
he  would  give,  "  Perhaps  he  would,  perhaps  he 
would  not."  I  do  not  know,  however.  What- 
ever his  answer  might  be,  his  violated  pledges  to 
the  country  in  the  past  affords  ample  proof  that 
no  confidence  could  be  reposed  in  it  from  the  fact 
that  it  was  his  answer. 

"  Crassus  was  more  temperate,  and  said  that  he  would 
do  what.should  be  jvidged  most  agreeable  with  the  interest 
of  the  commonwealth;  and  when  Marcellinus  persisted  in 
his  attack  on  Pompey,  and  spoke,  as  it  was  thought,  with 
some  vehemence,  I'ompcy  remarked  that  iMareellinus  was 
certainly  the  unfairestof  men  to  show  him  no  gratitude  for 
having  thus  made  him  an  orator  out  of  a  mute,  and  con- 
v<'r|pd  him  from  a  hungry  starveling  into  a  man  so  full-fed 
that  he  conUI  not  contiiin  himself." 

Let  not  Mr.  Chase  attack  Mr.  Lincoln  too  ve- 
hemently, or  the  latter,  in  the  spirit  of  a  Pompey, 
may  regard  him  as  a  Marcellinus. 

Mark  you  now: 

"  Most  of  the  candidates,  nevorlhclcss,  abandoned  their 
canvass  for  the  consulship." 

Why?  They  knew  the  arrangement  entered 
into  between  Cajsar,  Crassus,  and  Pompey: 

"  Most  of  the  candidates,  nevertheless,  abandon(!d  their 
canvass  for  the  consulship  ;  Cato  alone  persuaded  and  eu- 
eouraged  Lucius  Domilius  not  to  desist,  'since,'  said  h<', 
'the  contest  now  is  not  for  otiice,  but  for  liberty  against 
tyrants  and  usurpers.'" 

So  we  say  at  the  present  time,  and  you  charge 
that  we  are  disloyal  and  are  not  true  to  our  coun- 
try. Your  chief  is  following  the  example  of 
Caesar,  and  you  encourage  him  in  it.  We  imitate 
Cato  in  pr(itc:sting  against  this  combination  to 
suljvert  liberty  by  military  force.  You  are  all 
)ialri()ls,  we  are  all  disloyal !  There  was  a  Phari- 
see, we  are  told,  who  once  went  up  to  pray,  and 
he  thaniced  Goil  that  he  was  not  a.S  oilier  men. 


and  especially  as  this  poor  publican.  That  is  the 
way  with  the  self-righteous  Republicans  of  the 
present  time;  they  thank  God  that  they  are  not 
as  these  disloyal  Derhocrats;  and  many  of  them 
have  good  reason,  because  they  are  living  upon 
the  crumbs  that  full  from  their  master's  table.  I 
expect  that  among  the  Democrats  there  are  some 
honest  men  who  can  sincerely  thank  God  that 
they  are  not  even  like  thein.  But  let  me  continue 
with  the  history: 

"Therefore,  those  of  Pompey's  parly,  fearing  this  inflex- 
ible constancy  in  Cato,  by  which  he  kept  with  him  the 
whole  senate,  lest  liy  this  he  should  likewise  pervert  and 
draw  after  him  all  tht;  vvcll-affected  part  of  the  commonalty,- 
resolved  to  withstand  Domitius  at  once  and  to  prevent  his 
entrance  into  the  forum.  'J'o  this  end,  therefore,  they  sent 
in  a  band  of  armed  men  who  slew  the  torchbcarer  of  Do- 
mitius as  he  was  leading  Ihe  way  before  iiini,  and  put  all 
Ihe  rest  to  flight;  last  of  all,  Cato  himself  retired,  having 
received  a  wound  in  his  right  arm  while  defending  Dmni- 
lius.  TliUs  by  these  means  and  practices lliev  obtained  the 
consulship.  Neither  did  they  behave  themselves  Willi  more 
decency  in  their  further  proceedings  ;  but  in  the  first  place, 
when  the  people  were  choosing  Cato  praetor,  and  just 
ready  with  their  votes  for  the  poll,  Pompey  broke  up'llie 
assembly  upon  a  pretext  of  some  inauspicious  appear- 
ance,"— 

There  was  an  "  inauspicious"  interference  in 
the  State  of  Delaware.  An  election  had  lately 
been  held;  and  the  next  election  must  be  broken 
up  or  made  a  farce  of,  and  the  military  must  be 
sent  by  this  second  Caesar  to  control  it. 

"And  liaving  gained  the  tribes  by  money" — 

There  wei-e  plenty  of  "  gi-eenbacks"  in  the 
State  of  Delaware  on  the  day  of  election — 

"  And  having  gained  the  tribes  by  money,  they  publicly 
proclaimed  Vatinius  pra;tor.  Then,  in  pursuance  of  their 
covenants  with  Coesar,  they  introduced  several  laws  by 
Treboniiis,  the  tribune,  continuing  Csesar's  commission  to 
another  five  years' charge  of  his  province  ;  to  Crassus  there 
were  appointed  Syria,  and  the  Parthian  war;  and  to  Pom- 
pey himself  all  Africa,  together  vvitli  both  Spains,  and  four 
legions  of  soldiers,  tvvoot  which  he  lent  to  C£esar,upon  his 
request,  for  the  wars  in  Gaul." 

Mr.  President,  I  invite  the  attention  of  the  sober- 
minded,  honest,  reflecting  voters  of  this  country 
to  this  parallel  between  Caesar  and  the  present 
Executive.  Continue  this  military  power,  this 
irresponsible  power  with  the  President,  allow  him 
to  do  as  he  pleases,  and  not  only  will  he  do  as 
Caesar  did,  subvert  forever  the  liberties  of  his 
countrymen,  but  he  will  remember  the  example 
ofCaiusOclavianus, afterwards surimmed  Augus- 
tus, who,  with  his  praetorian  bands  of  only  fifteen 
thousand  men,  despotically  governed  all  Rome, 
which  praetorianbandsafterwards  put  up  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Rome  at  public  auction  and  sold  it  for 
a  price.  Such,  I  say  to  my  countrymen,  may  yet 
b'e  the  fate  of  what  was  once  the  free  Republic 
and  the  great  Republic  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

But,  sir,  why  do  I  make  this  appeal  in  behalf 
of  liberty.'  Why  do  I  make  this  appeal  in  behalf 
of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  my  State.'  Why  do 
I  make  this  appeal,  not  only  in  behalf  of  all  the 
living  of  the  iiresent  day,  but  of  all  the  genera- 
lions  that  shall  come  up  in  the  future.'  Upon  its 
success  may  depend  the  future  destiny  of  millions 
who  with  longing  eyes  are  looking  from  distant 
lands  for  an  asylum  from  oppression  here.  I 
may  be  answeretl  as  were  certain  people  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  who  appealed  to  power  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  their  chartered  rights.  The  appeal 
may  be  but  mocked.  I  have  no  hope,  even,  that 
it  can  be  successful,  because  in  other  days  when 
chartered  rights  wcic  appealed  to  in  behalf  of  lib- 
L;rty,  power  gave  its  answer,  which  power  may 
give  and  will  give  now.  The  appeal  is  made  to 
those  who  control  the  tnilitary  operations  of  the 
Government,  to  the  President  and  his  Cabinet. 
'I'hcy  will  not  listen,  but  they  will  answer  the  uj)- 
peal  as  Pompey  answered  the  "Mamertincs.  I  re- 
fer to  the  same  authority: 

"About  this  time  news  came  to  Sylla  thatPerpenna  was 
fortifying  himself  in  Sicily,  that  llie  island  was  now  become 
a  refuge  and  reeeptaele  (or  file  relics  of  the  adverse  party, 
that  Carbo  was  hovering  about  those  seas  with  a  navy, 
that  Domitius  had  fallen  in  upon  Africa,  and  that  many  of 
the  exiled  men  of  noie  who  had  escaped  from  the  proscrip- 
tions were  daily  flocking  into  those  parts.  Against  these, 
therefore,  Pompi'y  was  sent  with  a  large  force;  and  no 
sooner  was  he  arrived  in  Sicily  butPerpenna  immediately 
(leparled,  b  aving  the  whole  island  to  him.  Pompey  re- 
ceived Ihe  distressed  cities  into  favor,  and  treated  all  with 
great  humanity,  except  the  Mamertines  in  Messana;  for 
when  liny  proiejied  against  his  court  and  jurisdiction, •«1- 
leg.iigihrir  privilege  and  exemption,  founded  upon  an  an- 
cient charter  or  grant  of  the  Uomans,  he  replied  sliarply, 
'  What!  will  yon  never  cease  prating  of  laws  to  us  lliat 
have  swords  by  our  sides."  " 

Sir,  such  a  response  will  this  appeal  receive 
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from  the  President  and  from  his  advisers.  1  turn 
from  him  and  I  appeal  to  tlie  august  forum  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  whose  custody 
are  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the  rights  of  the 
people,  i  appeal  from  Caesar  to  the  Senate,  and 
I  invoke  you  by  that  love  of  constitutional  lib- 
erty which  animated  your  fathers,  by  that  love 
of  civil  liberty  which  caused  the  effusion  of  such 
puBcious  blood  in  revolutionary  times,  by  that 
love  of  civil  liberty  which  has  animated  the  hearts 
and  awakened  the  hopes  of  the  wise  and  good 
in  all  ages  of  the  world,  interpose  your  power  for 
the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  save  tiiem  from  this  impending  military 
despotism,  allow  no  pretext  of  necessity  to  pre- 
vent you  from  a  manly,  senatorial  discharge  of 
your  duty,  because  it  is  not  only  the  fate  of  those 
now  opposed  to  this  Administration  that  is  in- 
volved in  this  question.  If  power  accomplishes 
its  purposes  in  this  instance,  as  it  has  in  former 
instances  and  on  former  occasions,  you  who  have 
built  up  that  power  may  find  yourselves  the  sub- 
jects of  the  same  common  oppression.  I  appeal, 
therefore,  to  a  sense  of  right,  to  a  sense  of  duty, 
and  to  a  sense  of  interest.  Rising  to  the  height 
of  this  "  great  argument,"  and  considering  calm- 
ly the  importance  of  the  appeal  which  a  violated 
Constitution  and  the  sufferings  of  an  oppressed 
people  make  to  you,  interpose  your  high  senato- 
rial authority  against  further  executive  usurpation. 
Interpose  now,  or  civil  liberty  to  yourselves  and 
your  posterity  will  be  forever  lost. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  It  is  my  purpose  at  some 
future  day,  with  the  permission  of  the  body,  to 
address  the  Senate  upon  the  bill  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  debate  for  the  last  two  or  three 
days;  but  I  do  not  propose  to  do  it  at  this  time, 
nor  to  do  it  at  any  time  when  the  Senate  may  be 
engaged  in  business  that  requires  more  immedi- 
ate attention.  I  move,  therefore,  that  the  bill  lie 
over  informally,  and  I  will  call  it  up  at  some  other 
time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Maryland  moves  to  postpone  the  further  consitf- 
cration  of  the  bill  until  to-morrov\^. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TRUMBULL,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourn  to  day,  it  be  to 
meet  on  Monday  next. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference  upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  34)  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  wish  to  say  two  or  three  words 
to  the  Senate  in  vindication  of  my  own  course 
upon  this  bill,  and  not  with  any  hope  or  any  de- 
sire of  procuring  a  rejection  of  the  report.  The 
mischief  in  the  present  law  which  it  was  the  pur- 
pose of  our  amendment  to  correct  was  this:  the 
present  law  gives  the  power  to  select  cadets  for 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States;  itlimits  tlie  numberof 
tliose  cadets  to  the  number  of  congressional  dis- 
tricts in  the  United  States  with  ten  additional  se- 
lections to  be  made  by  the  President  at  large.  It 
happens  at  this  time  that  there  arc  sixty-one  con- 
gressional districts  withiti  the  United  States  which 
are  not  only  not  represented  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, but  which  owing  to  their  peculiar 
position  are  so  circumstanced  that  the  President 
cannot  obtain  the  necessary  information  in  order 
to  make  proper  selections  for  the  School  from 
them.  We  iiavc  no  communication  whatever 
with  a  largi'  portion  of  those  districts.  In  many 
of  them,  probably,  suitable  pupils  could  not  be 
found.  Thus  it  happened  that  there  were  sixty- 
one  vacancies  in  that  School  until  some  appoint- 
ments were  made  by  the  President  recently.  It 
was  the  object  of  the  amendment  to  enable  the 
President  to  fill  up  those  vacancies  by  selecting 
proper  pupils,  and  not  confining  him  to  the  sev- 
eral congressional  districts  not  now  represented 
at  that  Academy. 

That  was  the  purpose  of  the  amendment;  and 
the  amendment  had  this  further  purpose,  to  in- 
struct the  President  to  select  those  puptis  from  the 
Army— niriitorious  young  men  who  have  ren- 
dered military  service  to  the  (^niintiy  in  this  war. 
The  purpose  I  deemed  a  just  one,  and  am  unwill- 


ing to  abandon  it.  The  loyal  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  now  sustaining  the  whole  cost  of 
maintaining  the  School ,  and  ought  to  have  the  full 
benefit  of  the  School.  The  School  ought  to  be  full. 
If  we  are  put  to  the  expense  of  providing  the 
instruction  and  the  accommodation  certainly  our 
young  men  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  instruc- 
tion for  which  we  pay  and  those  accommodations 
which  we  have  provided. 

But  it  was  objected  to  in  the  other  House,  on 
the  ground  that  the  amendment  proposed  here 
gave  the  right  to  the  President  to  make  these  se- 
lections. I  have  already  stated  that  the  President 
has  a  right  to-day  to  make  the  selection  of  every 
pupil  that  goes  to  that  School,  and  does  do  it. 
Voluntarily,  by  his  own  will,  he  is  guided  in 
those  selections  by  the  recommendation  of  the 
Representatives  from  the  several  congressional 
districts,  not  as  a  matter  of  law  but  as  a  matter 
of  regulation  which  he  has  adopted  for  his  own 
guidance. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Long  practice. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  understand  "  long  practice," 
but  it  is  sanctioned  by  no  law  whatever,  the  law 
expressly  giving  to  the  President  the  right  and 
the  power  and  the  duty  of  assigningpupils  to  this 
School.  The  amendment  was  amended  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  so  as  to  provide  that 
each  Representative  in  the  present  House  should 
select  an  additional  cadet  to  that  Academy.  The 
effect  of  that  would  be  to  increase  the  number 
about  one  hundred  and  ninety,  to  make  the  whole 
number  about  five  hundred,  when  four  hundred 
is  the  utmost  limit  to  which  the  accommodations 
of  the  School  are  equal.  The  moment  this  was 
pointed  out,  it  was  conceded,  and  Senators  have 
undoubtedly  noticed,  from  the  statement  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that  it  was  conceded 
that  the  amendment  proposed  by  that  Flouse  must 
be  abandoned,  that  each  member  could  not  be  al- 
lowed to  select  a  cadet  because  the  School  could 
not  accommodate  them.  There  was  no  way  there- 
fore in  which  the  House  of  Representatives  could 
by  -possibility,  if  the  right  were  ever  conferred 
upon  them,  exercise  this  power  of  selecting  this 
additional  number  of  delegates  unless  they  could 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  by  themselves 
and  select  the  given  number  to  fill  up  the  School. 

In  that  state  of  the  case,  a  majority  of  the  con- 
ference committee  saw  fit  to  abandon  the  effort  to 
fill  up  the  School  at  all;  and  the  result  of  our  ac- 
tion, if  we  concur  in  the  adoption  of  this  report,  is 
precisely  this:  to  leave  the  School,  run  at  our  cost, 
maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  people,  unrep- 
resented to  the  number  of  some  fifty  or  sixty  ca- 
dets. I  was  unwilling  to  acquiesce  in  that  neces- 
sity, and  therefore  I  declined  to  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  a  question  before  he  sits 
down.  Do  I  understand  him  to  say  that  the  Pres- 
ident has  filled  up  heretofore  from  the  vacant  dis- 
tricts by  appointments  recently  made,  and  what 
is  to  prevent  his  continuing  to  do  so? 

Mr.  HOWE.  1  understand  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  made  some  appointments 
to  that  Academy,  exceeding  the  number  of  ten 
which  he  is  by  law  atithorized  to  appoint,  making 
the  selections  a't  large.  The  precise  number  he 
has  so  appointed  I  do  not  knov/;  but  it  is  said  here, 
and  1  think  correctly  said,  that  he  has  disregarded 
the  existing  law  in  making  these  selections,  be- 
cause he  is  instructed  by  the  existing  law  to  select 
them  from  the  respective  districts;  they  must  be 
residents  of  the  several  districts  from  which  their 
appointments  purport  to  be  made;  and  the  object 
of  this  amendment,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  is 
to  relieve  him  from  that  limitation  and  allow  him  to 
make  the  selections  from  the  Army,  to  give  him 
the  express  authority  of  law  for  doing  what  he 
has  done.  It  seems  to  me  very  necessary  to  be 
done.  ■  , 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  I  understand  that 
the  President  already  makes  these  appointments; 
and  if  I  understand  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
rightly,  it  is  not  proposed  to  change  itat  all.  The 
President  proceeds,  without  strictly  complying 
with  the  law,  as  I  understand  him,  to  fill  up  the 
Academy  under  existing  laws,  and  this  does  not 
change  it.  Well,  will  not  the  President  pursue 
this  practice.'  There  is  nothing  in  this  bill,  if  I 
understand  it  correctly,  to  change  the  practice"  that 
the  President  has  adopted  of  fiiling  up  the  Acad- 
emy without  strictly  conforming  to  the  law,  and 


I  suppose  he  will  go  on  to  make  these  appoint- 
ments. 

Mr.  HOWE.     There  is  an  amendment  already 
agreed  to   by  both  Houses,  which  provides  that 
no  cadet  hereafter  appointed  not  in  accordance  ■ 
with  law  shall  be  paid. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  intended  to  check 
that  practice  ? 

Mr.  HOWE.  It  is  a  positive  instruction  to  the 
President  not  to  make  any  more  appointments 
unless  lie  can  select  from  those  districts  which 
are  not  now  represented  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  joint  res- 
olution (S.  No.  16)  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  suppose  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Illinois  does  not  desire  to  go  on  with 
that  subject  this  afternoon,  and  I  move  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  some  time 
spent  in  executive  session,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened, and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  25,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer  by 

the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.'Channing. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

POST  ROUTES  IN  IDAUO  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  WALLACE,  of  Idaho,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, submitted  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Conimittfie  on  .the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of 
establishing  a  post  route  from  Fort  Bridger,  in  tlie  Territory 
of  Utali,  via  Ricliville,  Soda  Springs,  the  upper  crossing  of 
Snalie  river,  and  Virginia  City  to  Hell  Gate,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Idaho.  Also,  a  post  route  from  Boise  Uity,  in  the 
Territory  of  Idaho,  via  Croylon,  to  connect  with  the  mail 
facilities  leading  to  San  Francisco  at  or  near  Humboldt,  in 
the  Territory  of  Nevada.  Also,  from  Placerville  to  Fay- 
ettevllle,  in  the  Territory  of  Idaho. 

PREVENTION  OF  FRAUD. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  by  unanimous 
consent,  fiom  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  prevention  and  punishment 
of  fraud  in  relation  to  names  of  vessels;  which 
was  rend  a  first  and  second  time. 
The  Clerk  read  the  following  letter: 

Treasury  Department,  January  8,  1864. 
Sir  :  There  are  no  adequate  statutory  provisions  in  force 
for  the  punishment  of  masters  and  owners  of  vessels  for 
changing  the  names  of  tlie  latter,  and  for  similar  fraudulent 
practices.  Worthless  hulks  liave  been  vamped  and  re- 
painted, either  to  be  disposed  of  to  Government  agents  on 
some  sudden  emergency,  at  exorbitant  prices,  or  to  be  sent 
out  under  new  names,  to  endanger  large  amounts  of  prop- 
erty and  the  lives  of  liundreds  of  passengers.  The  third 
section  of  the  act  of  December  31, 1792,  provides  that  "the 
name  of  every  '  registered' ship  or  vessel,  and  the  port  to 
which  she  shall  belong,  shall  be  painted  on  her  stern,  on  a 
black  ground,  in  wliite  letters,  of  not  less  than  three  inches 
in  lengtli  ;"  and  alfixes  a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  for  a  vio- 
laticHi  of  the  provision.  But  this  has  been  evaded  by  paint- 
ing, in  larger  letters,  on  tlie  wheel-houses,  a.  i\ifi\'rei\l  but  sim- 
ilar name,  and  advertising  by  the  same;  while  complying 
literally  with  the  statute  i)y  keeping  the  old  name  upon  thn 
stern,  where  it  is  less  conspicuous,  and  consequently  less 
less  likely  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  unwary. 

Stringent  enactments  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  of  this 
character,  and  for  their  adequate  punishment,  seem  to  me 
to  be  desirable. 

With  great  respect,  S.  P.  CHASE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  E.  B.  VA'ashburne,  Chairman  of  CommiUcc  on  Com- 
merce, United  States  House  of  Rcpresenlalives. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Is  it  not  equally  important 
that  these  rules  shall  be  applied  to  sailing  vessels 
as  well  as  steamboats  .' 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  This  fraud 
cannotbe  perpetrated  upon  sailing  vessels  as  easily 
as  upon  steamboats.  I  have  heard  of  no  com- 
plaint concerning  sailing  vessels. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  think  that  the  fraud  can  be 
perpeti-ated  upon  sailins;  vessels. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  On  the  Mis- 
sissippi the  original  name  appears  upon  the  stern 
and  another  name  is  painted  upon  the  wheel- 
houaes.  Tlu.'re  are  few  sailing  vessrlsthat  carry 
passengers.     1  demand  the  ]irevious  question. 

Tlie  previoua  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
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mnin  question  ordered.  The  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  en- 
grossed, it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADTEKSE  REPORTS. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  adversely  upon  the 
following  cases;  which  were  laid  upon  the  table: 

Petition  of  J.  W.  Roach  and  Joseph  L.  Flaiey, 
for  compensation  for  brig  Madeira  sunk  by  Uni- 
ted States  steamer  Clyde,  and  other  losses  occa- 
sioned thereby;  and 

Papers  relating  to  the  compensatron  of  collect- 
ors of  customs  upon  the  northern  frontier. 

SATURDAY  SESSIONS. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  Saturdays  here- 
after be  devoted  to  business  instead  of  to  making 
speeches.  Last  Saturday  the  speeches  seemed  to 
have  run  out. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  If  the  gen- 
tleman wishes  to  consider  public  business  on  Sat- 
urdays I  do  not  object. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  propose  that  public  busi- 
ness shall  be  considered. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  will  require  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  trust  that  the  proposition 
will  not  include  to-morrow.  Members  have  made 
arrangements  for  to-morrow  to  attend  at  the  De- 
partments.    Let  it  operate  after  to-morrow. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  do  not  object  to  that. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  If  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  I  have  an  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  the  right 
to  move  to  rescind  the  order  setting  aside  Satur- 
days for  general  debate,  but  the  rule  requires  that 
the  morning  hour^of  Saturday  be  devoted  for  pri- 
vate business. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  But  I  sup- 
pose at  any  time  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  or  any  other  member  may 
move  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  even  during  the  morning 
hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thatis  true,  but  in  the  House 
the  morning  hour  will  be  devoted  to  private  bills. 

Mr.  WASI-IBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Unless  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
moves  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  cliairman  can  move  to 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  at  any  time.  Is 
there  any  objection  to  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania? 

The  Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  after  to- 
morrow the  entire  Saturdays  will  be  devoted  to 
public  business. 

The  SPEAKER  subsequently  stated  that  under 
the  order  of  the  House  in  reference  to  setting  aside 
Saturdays  for  public  business,  the  Chair  could 
entertain  no  motion  on  Friday  to  adjourn  over 
until  Monday. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Of  course  that  was  the  rca- 
.son  I  made  the  proposition. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  do  not  think  that  un- 
derstanding was  had  generally  by  the  House. 
Surely  the  c(lV;i;i  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  was  not  understood,  or 
it  would  have  hcen  objected  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  too 
late  now  to  object. 

E.MIOM.KD  liir.L. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  ri'ijorted  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
truly  enrolled  a  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  31)  au- 
thorizing the  issue  of  a  register  to  tiie  steamer 
Mohawk;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the  same. 
AOUICULTUUAL  COI.I.KOKS. 

The  regular  order  of  business  having  been 
enljrd  r„r— 

The  SPEAKER  stated  tiiat  the  regular  order 
was  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
iiTordinij  Id  leave  granted  yesterday. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Liindd,  repoii/il  baclc,  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  dopaK.'i,  u  bill  (S.  No.  ]2)  rxl.nding  the 
lime  wilhlii  which  the  Statc^  and  Tenitorieiiniay 


accept  the  grants  of  land  made  by  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  donating  public  lands  to  the  several 
States  and  Territories  which  may  provide  col- 
leges for  the  benefit  of  agricultural  and  mechanic 
arts,"  approved  July  2,  1862. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extenso. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  after  the  first  section: 

Provided,  Iioicever,  Tliat  tlie  State  oflndiana,  instead  of 
appropriating  tlio  land,  land  scrip,  or  tlie  proceeds  tliercnf, 
to  wliicli  ttiat  otate  shall  be  entitled  l)y  accepting  tlie  pro- 
visions of  said  act,  to  the  purposes  specified  in  said  act, 
may,  in  the  discretion  of  its  Legislature,  apply  the  same  to 
the  education  of  orphan  oliildren  of  soldiers  a.-d  seamen  of 
said  State  who  have  died,  or  may  liereafter  die,  from 
wounds  received  or  sickness  contracted  in  the  line  ofdiity 
wliile  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
during  the  present  war,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  Legis- 
lature may  provide;  it  beiiig  the  intention  of  thisprovision 
to  enable  the  said  State  to  apply  the  land,  land  scrip,  or  the 
proceeds  thereof,  to  either  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  but  to 
no  other  purpose  whatsoever.  And  if  applied  to  the  pur- 
pose specified  in  the  act  aforesaid,  it  is  not  intended  by  this 
provision  to  relieve  the  said  State  ironi  any  of  the  condi- 
tions of  said  act. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  inserting  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Is  this  bill  before  the  House 
for  action  .' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  would  suggest  that  the  bill 
had  better  be  printed  and  the  matter  allowed  to 
go  over  for  the  present.  It  makes  u  very  radical 
change  in  the  general  policy. 

Mr.  HOLiViAN.  It  certainly  makes  no  change 
in  tlie  general  policy.  The  joint  resolution  ex- 
tends the  time  two  years  from  this  period,  during 
which  the  States  may  accept  the  grant  under  the 
conditions  of  the  act,  and  tliis  proviso  authorizes 
the  State  of  Indiana  eitiier  to  apply  the  land  to 
this  particular  subject  or  else  to  apply  it  to  the 
benefit  of  and  educating  the  orphan  children  of 
deceased  soldiers  and  seamen  who  shall  die  during 
the  present  war.  BtU  the  State,  can  apply  the 
land  to  those  two  objects  only;  and  if  they  ac- 
ccjit  the  land  and  apply  it  to  the  purposes  speci- 
fied in  the  original  act,  then  all  the  provisions  of 
that  act  will  apply  to  the  State.  I  think  I  am 
prepared  to  say  that  this  amendment,  which  af- 
fects Indiana  alone,  is  not  only  generally  satisfoc- 
tory  to  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  who  rep/resent 
that  State,  but  will  be  entirely  so  to  tlie  people  of 
that  State.  It  enables  the  State  to  apply  the  land 
to  one  of  two  objects,  the  Legislature  to  determ- 
ine which  would  be  the  most  beneficial  to  the 
people  interested.  The  grant  to  the  Stale  is  un- 
impaired. Indiana  accepts  the  donation  on  the 
same  terms  as  the  other  Stales,  and  if  she  applies 
the  lands  to  the  original  object  of  the  donation, 
the  conditions  of  that  donation  must  be  complied 
wiih  as  in  other  States,  if,  however,  the  effects 
of  the  war,  in  the  judgment  of  her  Legislature,  de- 
mands the  appropriation  of  the  lands  to  the  ben- 
efit of  the  orphan  children  of  5ier  citizens  who  have 
fallen  in  the  national  defense,  you  confer  the  power 
to  make  such  a|ipropiiaiion,  nr)thing  more. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  trust  the  House  will  un- 
derstand the  proposition  which  is  presented  by 
the  gonlleman  froni  Indiana.  If  the  House  see 
fit  to  adopt  that,  any  State  can  come  forward  here- 
after with  appi'oprialion  to  divert  this  fund  to 
any  other  charitable  and  benevolent  purpose,  and 
in  the  end  the  whole  design  of  the  act  will  be  frit- 
tered away.  I  do  not  understand  that  the  State 
of  Indiana  has  even  aske-d  that  the  act  shall  be 
changed  as  the  gentleman  proposes  by  his  amend- 
ment. But  if  they  do  so  propose,  I  trust  this 
House  will  hesitate  long  before  they  divert  a  fund 
solemnly  dedicated  toanothm-  and  entirely  differ- 
ent purpose.  As  I  understand  it,  the  object  of  the 
original  donation  was  to  enable  the  industri;U 
classes  of  the  country  to  obtain  a  cheap,  solid, 
and  substantial  education.  I  trust  tin;  House  will 
not  begin  thus  early  to  frittci'  away  the  whole 
purpose  of  that  act.  If  wc  are  to  l)egin  now,any 
other  State,  as  has  already  been  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.WAsiinuiiNE,]  with- 
out any  expression  upon  the  part  of  the  Legis- 
lature or  the  peoj)le  of  a  State  for  that  purpose, 
may  come  in  lu're  with  a  similar  requ(%si,  and  in 
the  end  the  whole  purpose  of  the  act  will  have 
been  destroyed. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  will  have  perceived,  if  he 
listened  to  the  leading  of  the  amendment,  that  it 
proposes  to  )euve  jl  lilacfvlionnry  with  the  Legis- 


lature to  apply  these  lands  to  the  education  of  the 
orphan  children  of  soldiers  and  seamen  of  ihe  State 
who  have  died  or  may  hereafter  die  from  wounds 
received  or  sickness  contracted  in  the  service. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  There  are  a  great  many  other 
worthy  and  benevolent  objects.  Another  State 
might  come  forward  and,  instead  of  proposing  to 
benefit  orphan  children,  ask  permission  to  estab- 
lish a  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind  institution.  I  am 
opposed  to  nringling  these  subjects  together.  I 
trust  the  House  will  vote  down  any  proposition 
of  so  insidious  a  character  as  the  one  now  pre- 
sented. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  do  not  exactly  like  the 
temper  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Morrill]  approaches  this  subject.  It  may 
be  much  belter  for  the  State  of  Vermont  to  apply 
these  lands  to  the  purpose  originally  indicated  by 
the  bill.  It  may  be  far  better" for  the  Slate  of  In- 
diaim  to  apply  the  lands  for  this  other  purpose. 
The  condition  and  wants  of  Ihe  States  may  be  en- 
tirely different.  I  do  not  know  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  can  say  to  the  Representatives 
from  Indiana  that  it  is  better  for  her  people  that 
these  lands  shall  be  applied  for  the  jiurpose  of 
agricultural  colleges  rather  than  to  the  benefit  of 
the  children  made  orphans  and  rendered  destitute 
by  the  calamities  of  war.  These  children  need 
and  must  receive  the  fostering  care  and  support 
of  the  Government,  unless  the  Governmentis  will- 
ing to  forget  that  iii  its  defense  their  natural  pro- 
tectors, the  parents,  who  would  have  educated 
them,  have  yielded  up  their  life.  If  you  would 
treat  these  children  justly,  you  will  place  them, 
at  least  as  to  education,  on  the  same  footing  as 
other  children  of  the  States.  If  in  your  service 
the  father  has  fallen  you  must  supply  his  place 
in  the  education  of  his  children.  1  do  not  think 
that  upon  such  a  subject  one  State  can  properly 
dictate  to  another.  It  is  a  question  of  local  in- 
terest, and  whenever  a  State  asserts  that  this 
bounty  of  the  Government  can  be  better  applied 
within  her  limits  to  an  object  manifestly  just  and 
proper  and  more  deserving,  than  to  the  purpose 
originally  designed,  1  will  not  set  up  my  judg- 
ment against  the  judgment  of  her  Representatives 
and  her  peopi*. 

I  say  that  so  faras  the  merit  of  these  two  modes 
of  application  is  concerned  there  is  no  possible 
comparison.  This  nation  is  now,  sir,  in  such  a 
condition  that  she  cannot  look  simply  to  her  pres- 
ent material  interests.  Other  considerations  have 
sprung  up,  other  duties  are  imposed  by  this  ter- 
rible war,  and  those  duties  must  be  met.  And  if 
there  is  any  purpose  to  which  this  nation  should 
now  devote  its  energies,  it  is  first  to  maintain  its 
national  integrity,  and  then  to  mitigate,  as  far  as 
may  be,  the  social  misfortunes,  the  domestic  mis- 
ery, the  tendencies  to  an  unjust  inequality  which 
ever  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  war.  The  original 
object  of  these  grants  was  perhaps  properenough 
at  the  time;  it  did  not  greatly  matter  then  how 
you  disposed  of  your  bounty;  but  now,  sir,  it  is 
not  a  matter  of  inditference,  it  is  not  a  question 
of  convenience  or  of  policy,  it  is  one  of  absolute 
justice  and  duty.  Five  thousand  little  children 
in  my  own  State,  rendered  orphans  by  your  ser- 
vice, demand  not  your  bounty  but  your  justice. 
So  far  as  ihe  merits  of  the  two  measures  are  con- 
cerned there  is  no  comparison.  The  appropria- 
tion of  these  lands  to  an  agricultural  college  is  a 
measure  of  jiaitial  benefit;  a  handful  of  citizens, 
presidents,  and  professors,  a  small  ntunber  of  fa- 
vored youths  already  jiossessed  of  the  benefits  of 
a  common-school  etiucation,  with  parents  able  to 
educate  them,  will  always  derive  any  benefit  such 
institutions  can  furnish.  The  State  should  have 
nothing  to  do  with  colleges  designed  to  l>enefil 
favored  classes  of  its  people.  The  real  farmers 
of  the  Stale,  the  men  of  labor,  would  be  the  last 
to  receive  any  benefit  from  your  colleges.  Shall 
these  lands  be  applied  to  .'inch  a  purpose  while 
the  children  of  your  dead  soldiers  who  have  given 
their  lives  for  the  life  of  the  nation  are  left  to  grow 
up  in  ignorance  and  poverty.'  No,  sir;  they  are 
now  the  childreti  of  the  nation  ,  entitled  to  its  pro- 
tection and  justice.  You  must  provide  for  them. 
All  that  Indiana  ask.-*  throujih  her  Re|iresenta- 
tives  now,  is  simply  permission  to  apply  these 
lands  to  one  or  the  other  of  these  two  objects,  and 
I  trust  that  no  gentleman  n.-preseninig  any  other 
Stale  will  think  that,  upon  such  a  subjecl,  the 
judgment  of  Indiana  is  not  at  least  entitled  to^  na 
much  ctiiiaideralion,  so  far  as  it  nlfecta  herself,  ao 
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the  judgments  of  other  gentlemen  representing 
other  Slates.  Tlie  merits,  however,  of  the  two 
modes  of  fipplicalion  is  a  question  the  State  her- 
self should  settle. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  will  yield  for  a  question. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  desire  that  the  provisions 
of  his  amendment  should  apply  to  all  the  States. 
I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  will  vote  for 
it  if  it  be  extended  to  all  the  States,  f  believe 
that  originally  this  agricultural  colleges  bill  was 
wrong,  and  that  the  lands  will  be  frittered  away 
anyhow,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  speculators, 
and  if  we  can  do  anything  to  correct  it,  I  am  in 
favor  of  doing  it,  but  i  think  the  amendment 
should  apply  to  all  the  States. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  do  notobjecttoany  amend- 
ment the  gentleiTian  may  desire  to  offer,  and  will 
yield  to  him  to  offer  it. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  move,  then,  to  extend  the 
provision  to  Minnesota. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  in  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washburne]  has 
moved  to  extend  it  to  Illinois,  and  that  is  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  In  order  to  dispose  of  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  I  move  the  previous 
question  upon  it. 

Mr.  STEVENS.    Allow  me  to  say  a  word. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  T think  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  takes  a  wrong  view  of 
this  question  when  he  considers  it  a  localquestion. 
When  the  original  bill  was  framed  it  was  intended 
to  be  national  and  to  establish  a  national  system 
of  education,  bestowing  national  property  for  that 
purpose,  and  anything  that  would  mar  the  har- 
mony of  that  great  measure  I  think  ought  to  be 
discouraged  by  this  House. 

Now,  sir,  all  these  children  to  whom  the  gen- 
tleman refers  can  come  in  now  into  the  colleges 
already  started.  There  is  no  exclusion  of  them 
now;  but  under  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  all  others  may  be  excluded  from  the 
benefits  of  this  bounty,  and  hence  the  institution 
would  become  one  for  the  benefit  of  a  privileged 
class.  I  hope  before  this  great  change  is  effected , 
before  the  law  is  broken  down  by  a  change  in 
reference  to  Indiana,  another  in  reference  to  Illi- 
nois, and  another  in  reference  to  Minnesota,  that 
the  proposition  will  be  well  considered,  and  that 
a  general  bill  will  be  brought  in.  Let  the  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  and 
let  them  report  a  bill  applicable  to  all — one  that 
will  be  uniform  in  its  provisions. 

I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Hol- 
man]  will  consent  that  the  question  shall  be  post- 
poned to  a  day  certain,  and"  that  the  bill  and  all 
amendments  shall  be  ordered  to  be  printed,  so  that 
we  may  see  them.  I  move  that  its  further  con- 
sideration be  postponed  for  two  v/eeks  from  to- 
day. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  This  bill  is  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay,]  and  I  must  object  to  a 
postponement. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  House  ought  to  have 
time  to  consider  the  diversion  of  this  grant  of  land 
from  its  original  purpose. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  think  that  this  is  the  proper 
time  to  consider  that  diversion. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Unless  there  is  some  objec- 
tion, I  move  to  postpone  the  bill  for  two  weeks 
from  this  day. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    And  make  a  special  order.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  the 
postponement  of  this  bill.  It  is  a  simple  ques- 
tion. It  is  simply  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an 
act  passed  at  the  last  Congress  to  grant  lands  to 
States  for  agricultural  colleges.  Some  States  have 
accepted  the  grant  and  others  have  not. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
bill  as  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Agricul- 
ture, but  it  applies  exclusively  to  the  amendments 
which  have  been  offered. 

Mr.  CLAY.  1  hope  the  Flouse  will  vote  down 
the  amendments.  1  think  they  are  destructive  of 
the  whole  bill. 

As  I  have  already  stated,  some  of  the  Slates 
have  accepted  the  terms  of  the  grant  and  others 
have  not.  If  any  particular  State  is  allowed  to 
do  what  it  pleuuoa  with   this  land,  then  all  the 


States  will  come  here  for  the  same  privilege.  The 
effect  will  be  to  destroy  the  whole  force  of  the 
law,  and  I  hope  the  amendments  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  my  amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  understand  it  will  be  in 
order  for  me,  after  action  has  been  had  on  the 
gentleman's  amendment,  to  move  a  postpone- 
ment.    I  therefore  withdraw  my  motion.  ' 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  object  in  calling  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  amendment  is  that  the  bill 
may  be  still  open  for  amendment. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  I  ask  my  colleague  to  yield 
to  me. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  State  of  In- 
diana has  not  embraced  the  benefits  of  this  bill. 
I  understand  that  Illinois  and  other  States  have 
accepted  them. 

I  had  the  honor  to  submit  a  bill  some  time  since, 
the  Legislature  of  Indiana  not  meeting  until  after 
next  July,  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  ori- 
ginal law  for  the  benefit  of  that  State.  If  that  be 
not  done  the  time  will  lapse  before  the  Legisla- 
ture will  meet.  My  proposition  was  similar  to 
the  original  bill,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture.  Another  bill  came  from 
the  Senate,  which  was  also  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee. That  is  the  one  reported  back,  I  under- 
stand, instead  of  the  one  I  have  introduced. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Did  I  un- 
derstand the  gentleman  right  in  saying  that  Illi- 
nois had  accepted  the  benefits  of  the  act.' 

Mr.  DUMONT.  I  understood  that  she  had, 
but  did  not  pretend  to  speak  adv'sedly.  The  gen- 
tleman doubtless  himself  knows  what  the  facts 
are  on  that  point. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  understand 
from  gentlemen  who  ought  to  know  that  such  is 
not  the  case. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  I  understand  the  amendment 
of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Holman]  to  leave  it  to  the 
discretion  of  Indiana  to  determine  what  shall  be 
done  with  the  lands  granted  to  her,  and  I  am  in 
favor  of  that  amendment.  I  have  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  Indiana  State  board  of  agri- 
culture, who  does  not  seem  to  think  it  would  be 
very  wrong  to  pass  the  act  in  the  form  of  the 
amendment,  but  1  cannot  say  that  he  speaks  for  the 
board  of  agriculture,  but  simply  to  utter  his  own 
patriotic  sentiments  for  what  they  are  worth.  It 
is  hardly  true  to  say  that  he  favors  the  amend- 
ment. It  would,  perhaps,  be  a  more  just  inter- 
pretation of  his  letter  to  say  that  he  does  not  seem 
to  think  badly  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  Did  my  colleague  state  that 
the  Indiana  board  of  agriculture  is  in  favor  of  this 
amendment.? 

Mr.  DUMONT.  I  did  not  so  state.  I  stated 
that  I  had  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  board, 
not  i)urporting  to  be  written  on  behalf  of  the 
board  or  in  an  official  capacity,  who  does  not  seem 
to  think  badly  of  such  an  appropriation  of  the 
land  as  that  proposed  by  this  amendment.  He 
would  doubtless  prefer  the  original  bill,  but  lam 
willing  that,  if  the  grant  is  secured  to  the  State, 
the  Legislature  of  that  State  may  determine  which 
of  these  two  great  and  good  objects  the  grant  shall 
be  applied  to.  Either  is  a  worthy  object,  and  I 
am  willing  to  submit  the  choice  to  my  State;  but 
I  would  prefer  that  a  grant  should  be  made  for 
each  purpose;  and  with  the  hope  that  may  be 
done,  lam  willingthe  bill  and  amendments  may  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
of  which  my  colleague  is  the  intelligent  and  able 
chairman.  In  his  hands  I  know  the  interest  of 
the  soldierand  that  of  agriculture  will  be  safe;  and 
if  he  can  provide  for  both  objects,  all  the  better. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  I  desire  to  say  that  theamcnd- 
mentofmy  colleague  was  offered  here  three  or  four 
weeks  ago  in  the  form  of  an  original  bill,  was  re- 
ferred by  this  House  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  that  committee  is  now  considering  the 
proposition.  I  am  not  opposed  to  my  colleague's 
amendment,  but  the  State  of  Indiana  has  in  no  way 
signified  her  wish  to  divert  this  fund  from  the  pur- 
poses designated  by  Congress  originally,  and  I 
submit  that  some  little  time  for  deliberation  and 
for  the  consideration  of  this  bill  should  be  had 
before  any  final  action  is  taken  upon  it.  I  hope 
my  colleague  will  allow  his  proposition  to  be  print- 
ed and  postponed,  as  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  are  considernig  itand  will  report  very  soon. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    My  colleague  will  certainly 


agree  that  it  is  the  proper  time  to  consider  this 
subject  in  connection  with  this  bill;  it  is  the  only 
chance  we  have  of  obtaining  action  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  very  fact  that  this  proposition  has  been 
before  the  House  more  than  three  weeks,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands — un- 
necessarily,! think — takes  away  the  force  of  the 
argument  in  favor  of  postponement.  The  prop- 
osition is  the  naked  one  of  applying  these  lands 
to  one  or  the  other  of  two  objects,  either  one  of 
which ,  my  colleague  will  admit,  possesses  at  least 
some  merits.  Our  State  should  determine  for  her- 
self which  is  the  most  meritorious. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  The  delegation  from  Indiana 
are  themselves  divided  upon  this  subject,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  some  time  should  be  had  for  con- 
sidering the  propriety  of  making  this  inroad  upon 
the  general  policy. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  wish  to  say  to  my  colleague 
that  if  there  is  any  diversity  of  opinion  in  the 
delegation  from  Indiana,  beyond  the  objection  of 
my  colleague  to  its  passage  now,  I  am  not  aware 
of  it.  I  thought  I  couid  speak  for  every  member 
except  my  colleague  as  bemg  in  favor  of  confer- 
ring this  right  upon  Indiana.  I  felt  that  I  was 
authorized  to  say  that  it  would  receive  no  oppo- 
sition from  Indiana.  Although  I  had  not  consulted 
my  colleague  on  the  subject,  I  had  consulted  the 
other  members  from  Indiana,  and  I  thought  I  could 
speak  of  their  general  approval  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  ORTH.  This  matter  was  brought  to  my 
attention  for  the  first  time  yesterday.  I  remarked 
to  my  colleague  [Mr.HoLMAN]  that  I  was  favor- 
able to  this  measure,  but  I  preferred  to  hear  from 
our  State  before  I  took  definite  action  upon  the 
matter.  1  did  not  understand  from  him  then  that 
this  matter  was  to  bebroughtupatso early  aday. 
I  prefer  now  that  time  be  given  for  the  delegation 
from  our  State  to  correspond  with  the  agricul- 
tural board  of  our  State,  which  represents  all  por- 
tions of  that  State,  as  is  well  known  to  the  gen- 
tleman; and  I  would  ask  now  that  this  subject  be 
postponed  for  a  week  or  two  until  we  can  get  that 
information.  In  the  mean  time  we  can  perfect  this 
matter. 

There  seems  to  be  a  disposition  upon  the  part 
of  the  House  to  make  this  bill,  in  the  shape  indi- 
cated by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  HoLMA^f,]  general; 
and  for  that  reason,  if  for  no  other,  it  ought  to  be 
postponed  in  order  that  we  might  perfect  it.  I 
told  my  colleague  yesterday  I  was  in  favor  of  this 
measure,  but  preferred  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  I 
could,  what  the  sentiment  of  our  people  was  in 
reference  to  a  diversion  of  this  fund,  and  as  the 
board  of  agriculture  was  the  only  organized  board 
in  our  State  with  which  we  could  consult,  I  pre- 
ferred to  consult  with  them. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  As  my  col- 
league, the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  has  intimated  a.wish  for  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  matter,  I  suggest  that  the  bill, 
with  the  amendments,  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  two 
propositions  going  together.  They  should  not  be 
disconnected. 

Mr.  H^OLMAN.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Clay]  will  consent — and  I  would  not 
make  the  motion  without  his  consent,  as  he  has 
charge  of  the  bill — I  will  make  the  motion  to  re- 
commit, and 

Mr.  CLAY.  If  the  bill  is  to  be  recommitted  I 
have  an  amendment  here  which  a  gentleman  from 
New  York  proposed  to  offer. 

Mr.  WASFIBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  will  en- 
large my  motion  and  embrace  any  amendments 
which  gentlemen  desire  to  offer,  so  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  may  have  possession  of 
the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  proposition  I  propose 
to  make  is  this:  that  the  subject  shall  be  post- 
poned for  two  weeks  from  this  day,  made  the 
special  order  after  the  morning  hour,  and  that  the 
pending  amendments  and  such  as  may  be  offered, 
shall  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY.     I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  HALE.  1  object  to  that.  Friday  should 
be  devoted  to  private  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  can  be  postponed 
by  a  majority  vote,  but  it  cannot  be  made  a  spe- 
cial order  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  trust  my  colleague  will  not 
object  to  it. 

Mr.  HALE.     Make  it  some  other  day. 

Mr.  UOLMAN.  After  the  morning  hour.   We 
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generally  dispose  of  our  business  in  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  HALE.  Say  Monday;  we  never  do  any- 
thing that  day. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  then  say  one  week  fronn 
Monday  next  after  tiie  morning  hour,  that  the  bill 
be  made  a  special  order,  and  that  the  bill  ixnd 
amendmcnls  be  printed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     Say  Saturday  two  weeks. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  (jbject  to  the  bill  being 
made  a  special  order  for  any  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tiie  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana moves  that  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Mon- 
day weeic  after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
bill  ought  to  be  made  a  special  order.  I  ask  that 
it  be  post|ioned  till  to-morrow  two  weeks,  and 
made  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  My  own  impression  is  that 
that  would  clog  the  business  of  the  House,  and 
there  may  be  more  important  subjects  that  we 
ought  to  dispose  of. 

xVL-.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  will  not  postpone  it  till 
Saturday. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hoga  the  gentleman  from 
Vcrmotit  will  not  object  to  the  bill  being  made  a 
special  order  for  Friday — this  day  two  weeks — 
after  the  morning  hour,  as  that  is  private  l^ill  day. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  do  not  object  to  that. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     Then  I  make  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

An  order  was  then  made  for  the  printing  of  the 
pending  amendments,  and  of  such  other  amend- 
ments as  gentlemen  might  desire  to  offer,  and 
which  might  be  handed  in  at  the  Clerk's  desk. 

JOSIAH  0.   AUMES. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  next  business 
in  order  was  the  consideration  of  bill  No.  161, 
for  the  relief  of  Josiah  0.  Armes,  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  was  about  to  move  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  the  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  move  to 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  but  the  special  order  will  not  come  up 
until  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour,  which 
will  be  in  twenty-five  minutes  from  this  time. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  I  will  waive  my  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  bill  be- 
fore the  House  involves  very  important  questions, 
some  of  the  most  important  that  can  arise  during 
this  whole  session  of  Congress.  It  involves  the 
question  of  paying  for  the  destruction  of  private 
property.  I  desire  to  submit  some  remarks  on 
the  subject,  and  am  not  now  prepared  to  go  on. 

Mr.  HALE.  When  will  it  come  up  again  if 
passed  over  now .' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  be  in  order  every  Fri- 
day until  disposed  of.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  can  call  it  up  on  any  Friday. 
It  will  be  passed  over  for  the  present. 

BUSINESS  OF  TIIE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  that  two  weeks  from  to-day  be  set 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  the  business  of  the 
District  of  Columl)ia. 

The  SPEAKER.  Two  weeks  from  to-day 
after  the  morning  hour  has  just  been  assigned  for 
the  consideration  of  another  bill. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  Then  I  will  ask  that  two 
weeks  from  yesterday  be  assigned  for  that  busi- 
ness. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  then  proceeded,  as  the  regular 
order  of  business,  to  call  the  committees  for  re- 
ports of  a  private  nature. 

INCKEASED  MAIL  FACILITIES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEY,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  a  petition  forin- 
creased  mail  facilities  between  Philadelphia  and 
New  York;  and  the  same  was  referred  to  the 
selegt  committee  on  a  railroad  between  Washing- 
ton and  New  York. 

SHORT  RATIONS. 
Mr.  YE^AMAN,  from  iho  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  bacit,  with  a  recommenda- 


tion that  it  do  not  pass,  joint  resolution  of  the 
House  No.  28,  providing  for  payment  to  soldiers 
in  the  field  of  the  value  of  short  rations;  and  the 
same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  ISRAEL  C.  WAIT. 

Mr.  HALE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  back,  with  the  recommendation  that  it 
do  pass,  bill  of  the  Senate  No.  34,  in  favor  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Israel  C.  Wait. 

The  bill  was  read.  "It  provides  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  pay  to  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Israel  C.  Wait,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the 
United  States  Navy,  the  sum  of  $1,500,  that  being 
the  amount  of  unpaid  balance  due  him  under  the 
"  act  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy." 

Mr.  HALE.  I  ask  that  the  bill  be  acted  on 
now. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  will  require  unanimous 
consent,  as  the  bill  contains  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Let  the  bill 
lake  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  asked  for  the 
reading  of  the  report. 

Mr.  HALE.  Let  the  letter  from  the  Fourth 
Auditor  be  read. 

The  letter  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  appears 
by  the  letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor  that  there 
is  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  really  belonging  to 
this  man.     I  withdraw  my  objection. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and 
was  readtlie  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

E.   F.  AND  SAMUEL  A.  WOOD. 

Mr.  HALE  also,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  jcported  back,  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  pass,  a  bill  (S.  No.  105)  for  the  relief  of 
E.  F.  and  Samuel  A.  Wood. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  issued,  executed,  and 
delivered  to  E.F.  and  Samuel  A.  Wood  duplicates 
of  the  following  described  bonds  of  the  United 
States  of  America  Treasury  Department,  for  the 
Oregon  war  debt,  issued  by  the  United  States 
under  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  2, 1861, 
]5ayable  at  any  time  after  July  1,  1881,  at  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  with  interest  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  namely :  Nos. 
1329  and  1334  to  1338,  inclusive,  for  the  sum  of 
$500  each,  and  No.  271  for  $50,  dated  Washing- 
ton, March  24,  1862,  and  Nos.  1352  to  1359,  in- 
clusive, for  $500  each.  No.  665  for  $100,  and  No. 
266  for  $50,  dated  Washington,  March  24,  1862, 
and  No.  877  for  $100,  No.  400  for  $50,  dated 
Washington,  May  22,  1862,  and  each  and  sever- 
ally signed  L.  E.  Chittenden,  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  entered  R.  E.,  recorded  I.  O.  with  thir- 
ty-seven interest  coupons  attached  to  each  of  the 
$500  bonds  for  $15  each,  payable  semi-annually; 
eighteen  interest  coupons  attached  to  bond  No. 
665,  and  nineteen  interest  coujions  attached  to 
bond  No.  877  for  $6  each;  eighteen  interest  cou- 
pons attached  to  bonds  Nos.  266  and  271;  nine- 
teen' interest  cotipons  attached  to  bond  No.  400 
for  $3  each,  payable  annually,  all  of- which  cou- 
pons are  signed  G,  Luff,  for  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury;  in  all  nineteen  Oregon  war  bonds, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $7,350;  provided  that 
before  the  issueof  such  duplicate  bonds  E.F.  and 
Samuel  A.  Wood,  or  either  of  them,  shall  exe- 
cute^or  cause  to  be  executed,  and  deposited  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  full  acceptance  and  satisfaction  of  the  Sec- 
retary, such  bond  of  indemnity  as  is  usually  re- 
quired by  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  the  issue  of  duplicate  certificates  of 
inscribed  stocks  and  bonds. 

Mr.  HALE.  The.se  bonds  were  delivered  to 
the  Adams  Express  Company,  and  lost  when  the 
Golden  Gate  was  destroyed. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Is  there  a  report  accompany-' 
ing  the  bill.' 

Mr.  HALE.     There  is. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  ask  that  it  be  read. 

The  report  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  was  read. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE, of  Illinoi.'i.  I  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  «ay  that 
the.se  bonds  were  sent  by  express. 


Mr.  HALE.  I  was  mistaken  in  that.  They 
were  sent  by  mail. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  appears 
that  this  was  a  package  sent  by  mail  and  lost,  and 
now  Congress  is  asked  to  make  good  that  loss. 

Mr.  HALE.  There  is  no  money  required  to 
be  paid.  The  bill  is  merely  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  issue  duplicates  of  these 
bonds,  taking  a  bond  that  if  the  papers  are  ever 
found  they  would  be  of  no  account. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I.would  not 
give  a  snap  of  my  finger  for  all  the  obligations  of 
that  kind  that  the  Government  can  get. 

Mr.  HALE.  Is  it  possible  that  an  honest  Gov- 
ernment can  refuse  to  replace  one  of  its  bonds 
that  has  been  lost.'  Certainly  not.  This  bill  is 
only  to  replace  bonds  issued  by  the  Government 
and  proved  to  have  been  lost  by  these  parties.  I 
move  the  previous  question  on  tiie  third  reading 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  not  move  the  previous  question, 
or  that  the  House  will  vote  it  down. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  speak; 
and  I  therefore  withdraw  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  If  the  House 
has  listened  to  the  reading  of  the  report  it  will 
perceive  that  these  claimants  make  a  demand  for 
legislation  that  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  history 
of  this  country.  It  is  alleged,  and  perhaps  may 
have  been  proved,  that  these  bonds  were  lost  on 
the  steamer  Golden  Gate,  and  now  it  is  proposed 
to  issue  duplicates  of  them,  with  a  proviso  that  a 
bond  shall  be  taken  to  hold  the  Government  harm- 
less. 

There  are  two  reasons  why  I  think  this  sort 
of  legislation  should  not  be  adopted.  In  the  first 
place,  we  are  establishing  a  precedent,  and  no 
man  can  tell  where  it  will  end.  How  many  bonds 
out  of  the  $100,000,000  of  the  national  debt  may 
have  been  or  may  be  lost,  or  may  be  alleged  to 
be  lost?  If  we  pass  this  bill,  parties  will  come  in 
and,  on  the  allegation  that  they  have  lost  bonds, 
ask  Congress  to  authorize  the  issue  of  new  bonds, 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  if  he  is  not  entirely  satisfied  that  the 
Government  should  adopt  such  rules  for  replac- 
ing lost  bonds  as  railroad  and  other  corporations 
adopt.'  If  a  railroad  bond  owne'd  by  the  gentle- 
man is  destroyed  the  railroad  company  will  reis- 
sue it. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Let  some 
general  law  be  passed.  But  as  the  matter  stands 
now  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  having  special  legis- 
lation on  the  subject.  It  is  said  that  these  bonds 
have  been  lost  on  board  the  Golden  Gate.  1  un- 
derstand that  divers  are  at  work  fishing  up  valu- 
ables from  this  wreck  everyday.  It  may  notbe 
long  before  the  safe  in  which  these  bonds  were 
will  be  found,  and  the  bonds  put  on  the  market. 

Mr.  HALE.     These  bonds  are  all  numbered. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Suppose 
they  are.  They  can  be  passed  from  hand  to  hand. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  might  pur- 
chase one  of  these  bonds  to-morrow,  and  would 
never  think  of  going  to  the  Treasury  to  see 
whether  there  was  not  a  duplicate  of  it  issued. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Are  these  coupon  bonds 
transferable  by  delivery,  or  are  they  registered 
bonds.'  Thoy  may  be  good  in  the  hands  of  the 
holder  without  any  assignmentor  indorsement. 

Without  inquiring,  however,  further  into  the 
case  I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  I  think  it  proper,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washburne]  has 
suggested,  that,  if  any  provision  should  be  made 
in  regard  to  this  case,  some  general  law  should 
be  framed  in  reference  to  bonds  alleged  to  have 
been  lost.  If  there  be  any  legislation  needed  it 
ought  to  be  general,  covering  the  whole  subject. 
Mr.  HALE.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  law 
that  the  gentleman  suggests.  I  think  it  is  a  proper 
one;  but  when  gentlemen  come  with  a  plain  case, 
prove  that  they  have  lost  Government  bonds,  and 
offer  to  indemnify  the  Government  for  issuing 
new  ones,  I  thiulc  they  ought  not  to  be  exposed 
to  the  inconveniences  of  waiting  for  a  general  law 
to  be  passed.  1  will  vote  for  such  a  general  law 
when  it  is  nubniittcd.  These  men  come  within 
the  rules.  They  have  established  that  they  have 
lost  these  bonds,  and  no  Government  ought  to 
refuse  to  .supply  others  for  iheni. 

The  ship  upon  which  they  were,  we  all  know, 
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was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire.  The  presumption 
is  that  these  bonds  were  destroyed.  There  is  no 
reason  why  this  act  of  justice  should  be  post- 
poned. 1  think  the  proposition  is  a  fair  one. 
They  are  entitled  to  this  now,  and  they  ought  to 
have  it  now.  I  gave  way  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  with  the  idea  that  when  he  had  concluded 
what  he  had  to  say  he  would  renew  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  If  the  gen- 
tleman had  intimated  such  an  understanding  I 
would  have  done  so. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  withdrew  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question  to  hear  what  he  had  to  say,  ex*- 
pecting  that  he  would  renew  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  to  renew  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question.  The  motion  has  been 
made  to  refer  the  bill,  and  it  must  be  entertained. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Gentlemen  ask  me  to  with- 
draw the  motion  to  refer  the  bill,  but  I  must  in- 
sist upon  it.  I  think  it  is  proper  that  the  House 
should  vote  on  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says  that 
these  questions  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  the 
chances  of  a  bill  which  may  or  may  not  pass. 
Why,  that  is  what  they  are  now  subjected  to. 
Here  is  a  bill  which  may  or  may  not  pass.  Mem- 
bers may  vote  against  this  proposition  who  would 
be  willing  to  agree  to  a  general  bill.  They  are 
now  subjected  to  the  contingencies  of  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  1  am,  sir,  for  general  legislation  on 
this  subject.  However  clear  the  gentleman  may 
think  this  particular  case,  I  believe  that  special 
legislation  is  one  of  the  troubles  th^t  ought  to-be 
avoided  wherever  it  can  be. 

We  ought  to  have  a  general  act  providing  how 
proof  should  be  taken,  under  whose  supervision, 
and  in  what  form  it  should  be  presented.  And 
my  question  has  not  yet  been  answered  whether 
these  bonds  were  transferable  by  delivery  or  as- 
signment.. We  might  as  well  have  legislation  for 
the  relief  of  those  who  lose  greenbacks  as  for 
those  who  lose  coupon  bonds.  The  whole  mat- 
ter requires  to  be  investigated;  and  with  a  view 
to  that  investigation  and  the  bringing  in  a  general 
bill  covering  all  cases  where  bonds  are  lost,  I 
have  moved  that  the  pending  proposition  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  bill 
does  not  say  that  they  are  registered  bonds. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  do  not  know 
this  special  case,  and  I  only  look  to  the  principle 
involved.  I  think  it  unsafe  for  the  Government 
to  legislate  for  the  security  of  these  parties  with- 
out knowing  all  of  the  facts.  I  know  nothing  of 
these  parties,  but  I  do  know  if  we  establish  this 
sort  of  legislation  we  will  have  a  good  many  cases 
of  the  same  character  before  us.  When  it  comes  to 
be  known  that  such  claims  are  allowed,  men  will 
lay  their  plans  for  the  purpose  of  committing  great 
frauds  upon  theGovernmentand  the  public  Treas- 
ury. I  have  in  my  mind  anaetion  brought  against 
an  insurance  company  in  New  York  for  the  re- 
covery of  insured  specie  lost  coming  from  San 
Francisco.  That  company  resisted  the  claim, 
because  they  believed  the  claim  was  founded  on 
fraud,  though  the  loss  was  established  by  affida- 
vit after  affidavit  of  persons  belonging  to  the  ves- 
sel. Pending  the  investigation  the  insurance  com- 
pany took  the  precaution  of  sending  down  and 
finding  the  sunken  vessel.  On  reaching  the  hold 
and  bringing  up  the  boxes  said  to  contain  gold, 
they  found  nothing  but  old  rusty  iron  nails.  If  we 
act  upon  the  principle  of  allowing  men  to  receive 
pay  upon  bonds  which  they  pretend  to  have  lost, 
and  which  they  may  in  this  way  prove  to  have 
been  lost,  we  will  expose  this  Government  to  great 
depredations.     I  protest  against  such  action. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President,  by 
Mr.  NicoLAY,  his  Private  Secretary,  informing 
the  House  that  he  had  approved  and  signed  an 
act  for  carrying  the  mails  from  the  United  States 
to  foreign  ports,  and  for  other  purposes. 

E.  F.  AND  SAMUEL  A.  WOOD AGAIN. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  has  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itsclfinto  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 


Mr.  HALE.  I  appeal  to  my  colleague  from 
Pennsylvania  to  allow  us  to  take  a  vote  upon  the 
pending  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  if  you  will  call  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  HALE.     I  move  the. previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr-  STEVENS.  With  the  permission  of  the 
House  I  would  inquire  whether  the  committee 
had  clear  proof  before  them  that  these  bonds  were 
destroyed  ? 

Mr.  HALE.  Yes,  sir.  The  bill  passed  the 
Senate  and  the  report  of  the  Senate  has  been  read 
to  the  House.  The  Oregon  war  bonds  were  regis- 
tered bonds  and  payable  to  particular  individuals. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  object  to 
any  further  remarks,  as  the  previous  question 
has  been  seconded. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
objects,  when  he  himself  held  the  floor  by  the 
courtesy  of  my  colleague  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  did  not 
hold  the  floor  by  the  courtesy  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  gave  it  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois.  I  would  inform  gentlemen  that  these 
bonds  do  not  pass  by  delivery.  I  am  informed 
that  they  have  to  be  specially  assigned  before  a 
judge  or  notary  public.  They  are  not  payable  to 
bearer. 

'The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands — 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  called  for  tellers  on  the  same. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Hale,  and 
Washburne  of  Illinois,  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  twenty-one;  a  sufficient  number. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  35,  nays  65;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Asliley,  Jolm  D.  Baldwin,  Beaman, 
Boiitwell,  Drandegee,  James  S.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  (;iark, 
Cobb.  Cole,  Thoiijas  T.  Davis,  Deming,  Dumont,  Eckley, 
Eliot,  Fariiswortli,  Frank,  Cliarles  M.  Harris,  Higby,  Fran- 
cis W.  Kellogg,  Morrill,  Norton,  Orth,  Pike,  Pomeroy, 
Price,  Jolin  H.  Rice,  Schenck,  Scofield,Sinitliers,  Spalding, 
Upson,  Van  Valkenburgli,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  Wilson, 
and  Yearnan — 35. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Alley,  Allison,  Ames, 
Anderson,  Bally,  Augustus  C.  BaUlvvin,  Baxter,  Blaine, 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  Broomall,  Clianler,  Clay, 
Cravens,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  English,  Ganson,  Grisvvold, 
Hale,  Hull,  Harding,  Herrick,  Holtnan,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Julian,  Kalbfleisch,  Law, 
Longyear,  Marcy,  McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller, 
James  R.  Morris, Nelson,  Noble,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Pat- 
terson, Pendleton,  Perhani,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Radford,  William 
H.  Randall,  Itogers,  Ross,  Shannon,  John  B.  Steele, William 
G.  Steele,  Stevens,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Wadsvvortli,  Webster, 
Whaley,  Wheeler,  Williams,  Windom,  and  Winfield — 65. 

So  the  motion  to  recommit  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time; 
and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  last 
taken;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  renew  my  motion  to 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  cur- 
rency bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  say  that 
when  the  House  adjourned  yesterday  a  motion 
was  pending  to  close  all  debate  in  five  minutes 
after  the  committee  should  resume  the  considera- 
tion of  that  bill. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  If  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania will  allow  me,  I  wish  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion. There  are  a  great  numberof  men  connected 
with  the  clearing-house  of  the  city  of  New  York 
and  representing  the  great  banking  interest  of  that 
city  who  desire  to  be  heard  upon  this  subject  sec- 
tion by  section.  They  have  their  amendments  in 
print,  and  they  wish  to  present  ihehi  to  the  House. 
If  possible  I  wish  this  bill  might  be  passed  over 
until  Monday,  and  those  men  allowed  to  be  heard. 
They  are  not  in  my  way  of  political  opinion,  and 
they  expect  this  bill  to  pass,  and  they  desire  it  to  be 
passed;  but  they  wish  it  to  be  made  as  perfect  as 
possibh^  Among  them  isMr.  Gallatin,  1  believe, 
whom  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ma.ssachu- 
setts  [Mr.  IIoopeh]  referred  to  yesterday  in  con- 
nection with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Al- 


bany. There  is  hardly  a  quorum  in  the  House 
to-day,  as  many  members  have  gone  home,  not 
expecting  action  upon  this  bill  at  present.  I  said 
these  gentlemen  desired  this  bill  to  pass;  I  should  ■ 
say  my  opinion  is  they  expect  it  to  pass.  They 
did  not  wish  it  as  an  original  system ,  but  it  is  bet- 
ter than  the  existing  system,  and  they  wish  to 
make  it  perfect.  They  are  among  the  most  in- 
telligent financial  gentlemen  there  are  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  their  interests  are  wrapped  up  in 
the  interests  of  their  country,  and  it  would  be  only 
proper  to  give  them  a  fair  opportunity  for  con- 
sultation. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  concur  in  the  views  which  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Brooks]  has  presented  in  respect  to  the  pro- 
priety of  delaying  action  upon  this  bill,  and  for 
the  reason  that  there  are  many  intelligent  meti 
upon  the  subject  of  banking  to  whose  notice  this 
bill  has  been  presented  only  within  the  last  two 
or  three  days,  and  they  are  here  for  the  purpose 
of  conferring  with  members  of  this  House  and 
with  the  committee  on  the  subject. 

I  believe  that  they  are  acting  in  entire  good  faith. 
They  wish  to  have  this  bill  pifesented  in  such  form 
as  will  best  accommodate  the  views  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  protect  the  interests  of  the  country. 
They  wish  nothing  else.  I  can  say  thisfiom  my 
personal  knowledge  of  gentlemen  who  are  here  in 
reference  to  this  subject;  and  therefore,  inasmuch 
as  this  bill  is  one  of  very  great  and  universal  im- 
portance, I  hope  that  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  will  consent  to  its 
temporary  postponement. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  there  had 
not  been  sufficient  time  for  deliberation  upon  this 
nieasure,  these  requests  would  seem  reasonable. 
But  the  bill  has  been  before  the  country  for  ten 
days  in  its  amended  form,  and  its  main  features 
have  been  for  a  year  before  the  country.  All  the 
gentlemen  referred  to  saw  it,  I  presume,  imme- 
diately after  it  was  printed.  They  did  prepare 
amendments — and  not  a  few — which  I  now  hold 
in  my  hand,  and  they  have  been  fully  heard  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Their 
amendments  are  all  matured,  and  any  gentleman 
can  offer  them  when  the  bill  is  taken  up  section 
by  section. 

I  do  not  understand  the  learned  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  say  that  they  desire  to  be  heard  at 
the  bar  of  the  House;  they  have  been  heard  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  person- 
ally as  long  as  they  desired. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  think  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken in  saying  that  they  have  been  heard  before 
the  committee  personally.  One  institution  has 
been  heard  before  the  committee,  but  the  others  I 
think  have  not  been.  Let  me  say  to  the  gentle- 
man that  the  representative  of  the  clearing-house 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  who  represents  these 
great  institutions,  has  not  been  heard. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken. , 

Mr.  BROOKS.     I  am  quite  sure  I  am  right. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  cull  upon  my  colleague  on 
the  committee  [Mr.  IIooper]  to  say  whether  he 
has  or  has  not. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Mr.  Lyman,  the  head  of  the 
clearing-house  committee,  was  present  with  Mr. 
Gallatin  and  eight  or  ten  others,  and  spent  nearly 
a  whole  forenoon  with  the  comniittei.',  and  they 
submitted  their  amendments,  which  I  have  here 
in  a  printed  form,  most  of  which  were  very  judi- 
cious, and  had  in  fact  been  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee previously  to  this  interview.  The  only 
class  of  amendments  recommended  by  them  that 
we  did  not  adopt,  that  I  reincmber,  were  those 
proposing  to  reinove  the  office  of  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  to  New  York  and  place  it  there. 
But  I  think  almost  all  of  the  amendments  relating 
to  the  business  of  banking  had  been  previously 
adopted  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  The  amendments  proposed  by 
the  representatives  of  the  banks  of  New  York 
have  only  been  bi-oiight  to  my  attention  since  I 
came  to  the  House  to-day,  and  I  have  not  had 
time  to  read  them.  They  are  voluininous,  and  I 
should  wish  time  between  now  and  Monday  to 
examine  them. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  we  had  better  pro- 
ceed wilh  the  bill  now. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  is  only 
the  representatives  of  the  banking  interest  who 
apply  for  n  continuance.    The  people  themselves, 
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who  are  interested  more  than  anybody  else  in  re- 
gard to  the  cairency,are  not  askinga  continuance. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  I  would  merely  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  I  think  he 
is  mistaken  as  to  there  having  been  opportunity 
furnished  to  examine  this  bill.  1  have  myself  sent 
to  the  document-room  for  it  several  times,  but  have 
never  been  able  to  get  one. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the 
fact  that  a  large  delegation  from  New  York,  headed 
by  the  eminent  men  who  have  been  referred  to,  Mr. 
Gallatin  and  Mr.  Lyman,  have  been  heard  pa- 
tiently before  the  committee.  They  went  over' 
every  part  of  the  bill  and  proposed  their  amend- 
ments, and  they  have  all  been  deliberately  con- 
sidered by  tlie  committee.  I  think  the  House  had 
better  considiT  them  now  and  go  on  with  the  bill. 

Mr.GRlSWuLD.  I  did  not  refer  to  those  gen- 
tlemen from  New  York  at  all. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  insist  on  his  motion  to  close  debate? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do,  sir;  the  five  minutes' 
debate  will  still  be  open,  of  course. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  hope  the  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. \ 

The  SPEAKER.'  It  is  not  debatable.  This 
general  conversation  has  been  indulged  in  by 
unanimous  consent. 

The  question  was  put;  and  on  a  division  there 
were — ayes  46,  noes  46. 

The  SPEAKER  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and 
announced  that  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  On  so  important  a  matter  as 
this  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  call 
comes  too  late. 

Mr.  BROOKS.    I  made  it  as  quickly  as  I  could. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  made  a  short 
speech  before  he  called  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Well,  I  can  assure  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  that  no  progress  will  be 
made  in  the  bill  to-day. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union 
on  the  special  order. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Is  it  in  order  to  have  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  motion? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is. 

Mr.  BROOKS.     I  want  to  be  in  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  yet  unaware 
whether  the  gentleman  desires  tlie  yeas  and  nays 
or  not. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Stkvens's  mo- 
tion to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Wiiole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union — 

Mr.  BROOKS.  On  that  question,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  57,  nays  42;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alloy,  Allison,  Ames,  Aslilny,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Raxtcr,  Kcanian,  Blaino,  lioiuvvcll,  Ijran(li-{!(^c, 
Brooniall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Frocnian  (JlarkL-,Cobl),Col(!, 
Doiincllv,  Driggs,  Duniont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworlli, 
Frank,  Halo,  Iligby,  Hoop.T,  John  fl.  Iluhhard,  Kollcy, 
Francis  VV.  Kcllo^'j;,  Lonpycar,  Mcliridc,  McCltirg,  SaininM 
F.  Miller,  Moorhcad,  Morrill,  Norton,  Orlli,  ralt(:rson,r(;r- 
liain.  Pike,  I'oineroy,  Pricf,  William  II.  Randall,  John  II. 
KIce,  Schenck,  Scoficld,  .Shannon,  Smitlicrs,  Spalding,  Sto« 
vi;n«,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkonburgh,  Elihii  B.  VVasli- 
burne,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wilson,  and  Wlndom— 57. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C  Allon,  Anderson,  Baily,  Au- 
gustus C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Clian- 
Icr,  Clay,  Oavens,  English,  Ganson,  Grisvvold,  Hall,  liar- 
ding,  Harrington,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Ilcrrick,  llolman, 
Kalbfluisch,  l,aw,  Marry,  McAllister,  James  R.  Morris, 
Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry, 
I'ruyn,  Kadford,  Itogcrs,  James  S.  Ilollins,  Koss,  Stcbbins, 
William  G.  Steele,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Voorheea,  Winfield  and 
Yeaman — ii. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Bkande- 
GEE  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  conxidcrMtion, 
as  a  special  order,  of  the  bill  (II.  R.  No.  333)  to 

Srovide  a  national  currency  secured  by  a  |)kdge  of 
nited  Stntes  stocks,  and  to  provide  for  the  cir- 
culation and  redemption  thereof;  on  which,  by 
order  of  the  House,  all  general  <lebate  was  to  close 
in  five  minutes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  rose  last 
evening  pending  a  call  for  division  on  the  amend- 
menl  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Pikk]  to 
the  seventh  section  of  the  bill,  to  strike  out  ^100,000 
and  insert  (f50,000,  so  that  no  association  shall  be 


organized  under  this  act  with  a  less  cai^ital  than 
$50,000. 

Mr.  PIOOPER.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  will  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  allow 
me  to  offer  in  lieu  of  it  a  proviso  at  the  end  of  the 
section,  somewhat  varying  from  the  proposition 
yesterday. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.     Let  it  be  read. 

Mr.  Hooper's  amendment  was  read, asfoUows: 

Add  to  section  seven  the  following: 

Provided,  That  banks  with  a  capital  of  not  less  than 
$60,000  may,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  bo  organized  in  any  place  the  population  of 
wliicli  does  not  e.\cecd  six  thousand  inliabitants. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  withdraw  my  amendment,  and 
will  consent  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  object  to  this 
amendment,  for  the  reason  that  it  gives  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  the  power  to  say  whether 
a  bank  may  or  may  not  be  established.  He  can 
withhold  his  permission  from  one  of  these  ^50,000 
banks  or  let  it  be  established,  just  as  he  pleases. 
I  suggest  that,  especially  under  existing  circum- 
stances, that  is  a  power  which  ought  not  to  be 
lodged  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  however 
safe  it  might  be  to  lodge  it  in  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury.  Indeed,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
whole  bill,  undesignedly  without  doubt,  concen- 
trates extraordinary  powers  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This  is  a  high  and 
dangerous  power  to  give  to  anyone  man,  partic- 
ularly to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  at  this 
moment,  standing  in  the  peculiar  relation  to  the 
country  that  he  does.  It  is  a  mischievous  and 
dangerous  experiment  to  allow  him  to  say  whether 
in  some  small  town  of  Illinois,  Michigan,  Maine, 
or  any  other  State,  a  bank  shall  or  shall  not  be 
allowed  under  this  law'.  There  should  be  cer- 
tain fixed  principles  established.  Congress,  not 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  should  lay  down 
the  chart.  I  object  to  that  feature  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ROSS.  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  by  striking 
out  the  words,  "  with  the  approval  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  inform 
the  House  that  the  time  to  which  general  debate 
was  limited  has  expii'ed,  and  that  debate  is  now 
in  order  only  under  the  five  minutes  rule. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Ross's  amendment 
to  the  amendment, 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Am  I  in  order  in  speaking  to 
the  amendment? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  the  gentleman  rises  to 
oppose  the  amendment  he  is  in  order. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  proposal  to 
lessen  the  minimum  of  capital,  and  consequently 
to  increase  the  number  of  institutions  to  be  organ- 
ized under  this  law,  affords  me  the  opportunity  to 
say  a  few  words  on  a  subject  I  inadvertently  omit- 
ted to  allude  to  yesterday, and  that  is  the  remark 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Hooper,]  that  the  State  bank  system  had  proved 
to  be  a  failure,  and  it  had  therefore  become  neces- 
sary to  establish  a  national  system.  My  col- 
league [Mr.  Brooks]  noticed  this  statcmentquite 
fully  in  the  remarks  made  by  him,  and  1  shall  not 
go  over  the  ground  he  occupied.  But  let  me  ask, 
why  was  it  that  the  State  bank  system  failed;  that 
is,  that  these  banks  suspended  specie  payments? 
Had  any  legitimate  demands  been  made  upon 
them  which  they  could  not  meet?  Had  they 
failed  to  do  their  duty  in  aiding  the  commerce  or 
conducting  the  exchanges  of  the  country?  Had 
they  not  come  up  in  the  boldest  manner  to  the 
aid  of  the  Government?  Was  it  not  the  course 
adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  which 
led  to  their  suspension? 

Let  us  look  at  this:  the  Secretary  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  war  had  two  courses  before  him  to 
carry  on  the  finances  of  the  country.  The  one 
was  that  which  he  adopted.  My  limited  time  will 
notallowme  tocommenton  this.  The  other  would 
have  maintained  our  finances  on  a  specie  basis. 
A  large  part  of  the  additional  currency  which  the 
country  needed  would  have  been  immediately  sup- 
plic'd  by  the  State  banks,  and  with  perfect  safety 
to  the  community,  as  that  currency  is  now  almost 
universally  based  on  the  security  of  the  State 
stocks  in  addition  to  the  liability  of  the  banks.  If 
needed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  might  have 
added  un  amountof  Treasury  notes  or  exchequer 


bills,  one  or  two  hundred  million  dollars,  if  you 
please,  just  as  much  more  or  less  as  the  wants  of 
the  country  demanded,  receivable  at  all  points  in 
payment  of  all  obligations  to  the  Government. 
This  would  have  given  us  an  ample  amount  of 
currency.  For,  as  my  friend  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Brooks]  well  said  yesterday,  currency  does 
not  consist  of  small  notes,  of  five  and  ten  and 
twenty  dollar  notes  only,  but  of  drafts  of  well- 
established  houses,  of  cliecks  and  orders,  which 
pass  from  hand  to  hand  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  country  just  as  readily  as  if  they 
were  bank  notes  or  Treasury  notes.  Had  this 
course  been  pursued  the  State  banks  would  not 
have  been  forced  to  suspend  specie  payments;  and 
had  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  continued  to  sell 
the  stocks  of  the  Governmental  what  they  would 
bring  in  the  markets,  with  specie  payment  main- 
tained, the  result  would,  in  my  judgment,  have 
been  that  a  large  five  per  cent,  stock  which  before 
the  war  sold  at  a  considerable  premium,  instead 
of  being  worth  as  it  now  is  only  something  over 
sixty  per  cent,  in  gold,  would  never  have  gone 
below  eighty-five  or  eighty  per  cent.  Not  only 
our  own  people  but  foreigners  would  have  had 
that  confidence  in  our  engagements  which  unfor- 
tunately does  not  now  exist.  More  than  this,  the 
Government  would  have  procured  its  supplies  for 
the  war  at  their  real  value  instead  of  paying  the 
largely  increased  amount  which  they  are  now 
paying.  If,  as  is  generally  believed,  our  public 
debt  will,  at  the  close  of  the  present  year,  be 
P,000,000,000,  at  least  $1,000,000,000  of  this 
amount  has,  in  my  judgment,  been  uselessly  in- 
curred by  the  erroneous  financial  policy  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  HOOP'ER.  I  hope  that  the  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  exhausted  on 
the  amendment. 

On  a  division  on  the  amendment,  there  were — 
ayes  5,  noes  40. 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messi's.  Kellogg, 
of  Michigan,  and  Brooks,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  again  put;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  1,  noes  50;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  CHAIRMAN  directed  the  roll  to  be  called. 

The  roll  was  called;  and  the  following  members 
failed  to  answer  to  their  names: 

Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Francis  P.  Blair,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Boyd,  Brooks,  William 
G.  Brown,  Cliaider,  Coflroth,  Cox,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Doming,  Denison,  Dixon,  Driggs, 
Eden,  Edgertbn,  Eldridge,  Farnsworth,  Fonton,  Finck, 
Gooch,  Grinnell,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Asahol  W. 
Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hutching,  Jonckes,  Pliilip 
Johnson,  William  Johjison,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Or- 
lando Kellogg,  Kornan,  King,  Lazcar,  Le  Blond,  Little- 
john,  Long,  Lovcjoy,  Mallory,  Marvin,  McBride,  McDow- 
ell, Mclndoe,  MclCinney,  Middleton,  William  II.  Miller, 
Daniel  Morris,  James  K.  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard 
Myers,  Odoll,  Charles  0'N(^ill,  Orth,  Pendleton,  Samuel 
J.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Vjcc,  Robinson, Rogers, Edward 
II.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Scott,  Sloan,  Smith,  Spald- 
ing, Starr,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse, 'J'haycr,  Thomas, 
VVard,  William  B.  Washburn, Whaloy,Chilton  A.White, 
Joseph  W.  White,  Wilder,  Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood, 
Fernando  Wood,  and  Woodbridgc. 

The  committee  then  rose;  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Brandegee  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  partic- 
■  ularly  tlie  national  currency  bill, and  findingitself 
without  a  quorum  had  caused  the  roll  to  be  called 
and  directed  him  to  report  the  names  of  the  ab- 
sentees to  the  House. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  that  theie  be  a  call  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Let  us  have  a  call  of  the 
House,  and  make  an  example  of  those  members 
who  will  not  attend  to  the  business  of  the  country. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  roll  was  accordingly  called;  and  the  follow- 
ing members  failed  to  answer  to  their  names: 

Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Ar- 
nold, Jacob  B.  lilair,  Boyd,  William  G.  Brown,  CoH'rolh, 
Cox,  Creswell,  Henry  \Vintor  Davis,  Dawes,  Dawson, 
Denison,  Dixon,  EiIimi,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  Farnsworth, 
Fonton,  Finck,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Hall,  Asabel  W.  Hubbard, 
John  H.  Ilnbbard,  Hutchins,  Jcnckes,  Philip  Jolinson, 
William  Johnson,  Julian,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kernan,  King, 
Lnzoar,  Le  Blond,  Liltlojolin,  Long,  Lovcjoy,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  McAllister,  McDowell, Molndoe,  McKinnry,Mld- 
dloton,  William  II.  Miller,  Jamos  I!.  Morris,  Amos  "Myers, 
Leonard  Mvcrs,  Ode!l,<;harlos,  (j'Ni^ill,  Patterson,  Samuel 
J.  Randall, "Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  II.  Rice,  Robinson, 
Edward  H.Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Scott, .'^loan,  Smith, 
Spalding,  Starr,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Tliayer,  Ward,  WilUuia 
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B.Washburn,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  VV.WIiite, Wilder, 
Uunjamiii  Wooil,  Fernando  Wood,  and  Woodbridge. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Doorkeeper  will  now 
close  the  doors,  and  the  Cleric  will  call  the  roll  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  excuses  for  absentees. 

The  doors  were  closed. 

Mr.  ROSS.  I  would  inquire  if  a  quorum  have 
answered  to  their  names. 

The  SPEAKER.  One  hundred  and  three  mem- 
bers have  answered. 

Mr.  ROSS.  I  move  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  names  of 
the  absentees  for  excuses. 

James  C.  Allen.    No  excuse  offered. 

William  J.  Allen. 

Mr.  KNAPP.  My  colleague  has  been  absent 
from  the  House  on  business  nearly  two  weeks, 
I  think  with  leave  of  the  House,  though  I  am  not 
certain.     I  move  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  being  lost  on  a  division, 

Mr.  KNAPP  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  did  not  hear  the  excuse 
given  by  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  KNAPP.  I  am  not  certain  whether  he 
had  leave  of  absence,  but  he  is  in  Illinois  to-day, 
on  business  imperatively  demanding  his  presence 
there. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Is  his  family  ill .' 

Mr.  KNAPP.  I  do  not  know.  1  understood 
the  necessity  of  his  leaving  on  business  was  im- 
perative two  weeks  ago.  I  have  nothing  further 
to  say.    ■ 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think,  under  that  state- 
ment, we  had  better  excuse  him,  and  notmakeit 
a  matter  of  contest. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,of  Michigan,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  refused. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  excuse 
Mr.  Allen,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Sydenham  E.  Ancona. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  that  Mr.  Ancona 
be  excused,  as  he  is  absent  from  the  city. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Isaac  N.  Arnold. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Arnold 
is  confined  to  his  room  and  bed  by  very  severe 
indisposition.     I  move  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Jacob  B.  Blair. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  He  has  had 
leave  of  absence  granted  him  by  the  House. 

Mr.  PRUYN.     That  of  itself  is  an  excuse. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  so  decide 
were  it  not  that  his  leave  of  absence  commences 
to-morrow  instead  of  to-day. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  To-day  being  Good  Friday,  I 
think  we  ought  to  excuse  him,  and  I  move  he  be 
excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Sempronius  H.  Boyd. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  move  he  be  ex- 
cused. I  have  no  doubt  he  has  a  good  excuse, 
though  I  do  not  know  what  it  ie.  [Laughter.] 
I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  Jersey,  demanded  tell- 
ers on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

William  G.  Brown. 

The  SPEAKER.  Mr.  Brown  has  leave  of 
absence. 

Alexander  H.  CoFFROTH.  No  excuse  offered. 

Samuel  S.  Cox. 

Mr.  BLISS.  I  ought  to  state  to  the  House 
that  Mr.  CoFFROTH  went  to  Philadelphia  to  at- 
tend a  general  convention  of  the  Stale  which  was 
held  yesterday. 

The  SPEA  KER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  excuse 
comes  too  late,  as  another  name  has  been  called. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  have  been  informed 
that  Mr.  Cox  went  to  Ohio  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health.     I  move  ho  be  excused. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Was  Mr.  Cox  much  out  of 
health  ? 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     I  am  not  prepared  to 


answer  the  question  whether  he  was  much  out  of 
health;  but!  think  he  would  improve  it  by  going 
for  that  purpose,  and  I  understand  he  has  gone 
for  that  purpose.     1  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  62,  nays  30;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Anderson,  Ashley,  Baily,  Augus- 
tus C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Franels  P.  Blair,  Bliss, 
Blow,  Boutwell,  Brandegee,  Brooniall,  James  S.  Brown, 
Chanler,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Tliomas  T. 
Davis,  Henry  C.  Deminf;,  Eckley,  English,  Griswold,  Hall, 
Harding,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Ilerrick, 
Hooper,  Hotclikiss,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Kasson, 
Knapp,  Law,  Marey,  MeBride,  Moorhead,  Morrison,  Nel- 
son, Nnble,  Norton,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Kad- 
ford,  William  H.  Raiulall,  Rogers,  Ross.  Scofield,  Spalding, 
Stebbins,  William  G.  Steele,  Sweat,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Van 
Valkenburuh,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Elihu  B.  Washburne, 
Whaley,  VVheeler,  and  Winfield — 62. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Cobb,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eliot,  Frank,  Ganson, 
Garfield,  Higby,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  McClurg, 
Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Orth,  Perham,  Ponicroy,  Price, 
Shannon,  Sailthcrs,  Stevens,  Upson,  Williams,  Wilson, 
and  Windom — 30. 

So  Mr.  Cox  was  excused. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said:  As  I  understand  my  col- 
league had  to  go  to  the  Democratic  convention, 
I  vote  "ay." 

Mr.  WASFIBURNE,  of  Illinois.  As  the  gen- 
tleman's colleague  says  that  he  is  absent  on  ac- 
count of  his  health,  1  vote  to  excuse  him. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Massachusetts.  In  con- 
sideration that  the  gentleman's  illness  is  much 
more  severe  than  I  had  supposed,  I  change  my 
vote  to  "ay." 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  announced  as  above 
recorded. 

John  A.  J.  Creswell. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  My  colleague,  Mr.  Cres- 
well, is  absent  from  his  seat,  and  has  been  for  a 
day  or  two.  A  distinguished  gentleman,  who  was 
a  member  of  this  House  not  long  since,  would 
say  he  had  gone  to  "foreign  parts."  He  has  gone 
to  the  Eastern"Shore.  I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE,  (at  ten  minutes  after  three  o'clock, 
p.  m.)  It  is  manifestthat  we  will  do  no  more  busi- 
ness to-day,  and  being  Good  Friday,  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  there  were — ayes 
36,  noes  54. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

PIenry  Winter  Davis.     No  excuse  offered. 

Henry  L.  Dawes.     Absent  on  leave. 

John  L.  Dawson. 

Mr.  BLISS.  I  make  the  same  statement  which 
I  attempted  to  make  in  reference  to  another  gen- 
tleman, in  behalf  of  Mr.  Dawson.  He  is  absent 
attending  the  general  convention  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  was  held  at  Philadelphia 
yesterday.  He  has  not  yet  returned,  but  will 
probably  be  back  to-morrow.  I  move  that  he  be 
excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Charles  Denison. 

Mr.  O'NEILL,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  say  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Denison,  that  he  has  been  com- 
plaining of  ill-health  for  some  days  past,  and  I 
think  that  is  probably  the  cause  of  his  absence, 
although  I  am  not  able  to  state  it  positively.  1 
move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Nathan  F.  Dixon. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  Mr.  Dixon  left  the  city  some 
days  ago  on  account  of  sickness  which  rendered 
it  necessary  for  him  to  go  home.  I  move  that 
he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

John  R.  Eden.     No  excuse  offered. 

Joseph  K.  Edgerton. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  colleague  is  confined  to 
his  room  by  sickness,  and  has  been  for  some  time 
past.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

iMr.  WILSON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  was  not  in  the  Hall 
when  his  name  was  called,  and  therefore  is  now 
absent  and  cannot  make  a  motion.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  By  referring  to  the  record 
the  gcntleiTian  will  fitid  that  I  answered  to  my 
name  when  it  was  called. 

Mr,  W1LS(TO.  I  saw  the  gentleman  looking 
through  one  of  the  doors  after  the  doors  were 
directed  to  be  closed. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that 
by  the  record  the  gentleman  appears  to  be  present. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  present,  al- 
though apparently  absent.     [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  instructed  the 
Doorkeeper  tp  admit  any  member  who  had  an- 
swered when  his  name  was  called;  but  that  be- 
fore admitting  any  member  after  the  doors  had 
been  closed  he  must  consult  the  record  to  ascertain 
if  he  had  answered  to  his  name. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  the  gentleman 
be  absent,  and  that  the  Doorkeeper  be  held  to  his 
duty.     [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  was  not 
present  when  his  name  was  called,  he  is  not  right- 
fully in  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  answered  to  my  name  when 
it  was  called,  and  I  now  move  that  Mr.  Edger- 
ton be  excused. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  states  that 
he  was  present  when  his  name  was  called,  and 
answered. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  was  present  when  the  call 
took  place,  and  left  the  Hall  immediately  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Massachusetts.  I  recoN 
lectdistinctly  that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  was 
present  when  the  roll  was  called. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  was  present,  and  I  no\» 
make  the  motion  to  excuse  my  colleague. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Charles  A.  Eldridge. 

Mr.  BROWN, of  Wisconsin.  No  member  has 
been  more  constantly  in  attendance  than  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Eldridge.]  For  that  reason  I  con- 
clude he  must  be  strongly  indisposed,  or  he  would 
be  here.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Do  I  under- 
stand the  gentleman  to  say  that  his  colleague  wa» 
indisposed  to  be  here.' 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  say  that  there 
has  been  no  member  more  constantly  in  his  seat 
than  my  colleague,  and  I  draw  the  inference,  from 
the  fact  that  he  is  not  here  now,  that  he  is  India- 
posed. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Indisposoii 
to  be  here .' 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  did  not  say 
that.  I  do  not  know  why  he  is  not  here,  but  he 
is  almost  constantly  present  when  the  House  i» 
in  session,  and  therefore  I  ask  that  he  be  excused, 
I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  53,  nays  39;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alley,  Ashley,  Baily,  Augustus  C.  Bald- 
win, Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  BrooinaU,  James  S. 
Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Cravens,  Eekley,  English,  Ganson, 
Grider,  Griswold,  Harding,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  Mi 
Harris.  Herriek,  Holman,  John  H,  Hubbard,  Hiilburd,  Kalb- 
fleiseh,  Knapp, Law,  Marcy,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  John 
O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Radford,  VAailiam  H. 
Randall,  Rogers,  Ross,  Seolield,  Spalding,  Stebbins,  John 
B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Thomas,  Tra- 
cy, Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Webster,  Wlieeler,  and  Win- 
field — 53. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Baxter,  Bcaman,  Bout- 
Well,  Brandegee,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Deming,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eliot,  Frank,  Gar- 
field, Higby,  Hooper,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Loan, 
Longyear,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill, 
Norton, Orth,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Shannon,  Smithers,  SK^vcns, 
Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Elihu  B.  Wasliburne,  Williams, 
Wilson,  and  Windom— 39. 

So  Mr.  Eldridge  was  excused. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  very  evi- 
dent that  the  House  does  not  desire  to  do  busi- 
ness.    I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agree.d  to. 

Reuben  E.  Fenton.     Absent  on  leave. 
Absent  on  leave. 
No  excuse  oOered. 
Absent  on  leave. 
No  excuse  offered. 

Asahel  W.  Hubbard. 

Mr.  PRICE.  My  colleague,  Mr.  Hubbard, 
has  been  confined  to  his  room  for  weeks  by  ery- 
sipelas.    I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

John  H.  Hubbard. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  I  desire  to 
say,  sir,  thai  I  this  morninij  received  a  letter  from 
Hon.  T.  H.  ButIer,oncof  the  chief  justices  of  my 
State,  requesting  ine  to  appear  before  the  Supreme 
Couit  of  ihc  UiiiledStalcsaiid  procure  an  appear- 
ance to  be  (-iiKM'cd  in  a  case  in  which  he  was  in- 
icicstcd.    Not  being  acquainted  with  the  clerk  of 
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that  court,  (Mr.  MiclcIleLon,)  I  requested  tlie  gen- 
tleman (Voni  Ohio  [Mr.  Spalding]  to  go  with  me 
and  give  mo  an  introduction  to  liim.  He  con- 
sented, though  with  some  reluctance,  to  go  wifl> 
me.  We  were  both  nbsent  in  tlio  discharge  of 
that  duly  when  our  names  were  called.  Rut  we 
came  in,  i  believe,  before  the  doors  were  sliut. 

Mr.  BRANDEGEE.  I  inquire  of  my  colleague 
whether  he  stopped  at  the  refreshment  saloon, 
called  "The  Hole  in  the  Wall." 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  Not  at  all. 
I  am  a  stranger  to  that  place. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman whether  the  Supreme  Court  is  sitting  to- 
day? 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  It  is  not; 
but  we  found  Mr.  Middleton,  the  clerk  of  the 
Court,  who  received  my  communication  and 
kindly  agreed  that  the  entry  should  be  made  in 
the  case. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  is  not  the  appropriate 
time  for  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  to  ex- 
case  himself,  he  having  been  absent  when  his 
name  was  called.  He  has  come  in  without  au- 
thority. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     In  violation  of  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  doors  were  open  until 
the  roll-call  was  concluded;  but  persons  who  were 
not  present  when  their  names  were  called  will  be 
arrested  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Do  I  understand  that  the 
gentlemen  from  Connecticut  and  Ohio  [Messrs. 
Hubbard  and  Spalding]  are  not  marked  as  pres- 
ent.? 

The  SPEAKER.  They  are  not  marked  as 
present;  but  they  came  in  before  the  doors  were 
closed.     They  are  still  liable  to  arrest. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  By  what  authority,  then, 
do  they  vote .' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that 
they  ought  not  to  vote. 

Wells  A.  Hcttchins.     No  excuse  offered. 

Thomas  A.  Jenckes.     No  excuse  offered. 

Philip  Johnson. 
.  Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  Jersey.     The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  has  long  been  detained 
at  home  by  severe  sickness,  and  I  move  that  he 
be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  Mr.  Jenckes 's  name  was  passed 
without  my  being  aware  of  it.  His  colleague  is 
also  absent.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  state 
now  that  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr. 
Jenckes]  is  detained  at  home  by  sickness,  and 
I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

George  W.  Julian.     No  excuse  offered. 

Orlando  Kellogg. 

Mr.HIGBY.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
is  aljscnt  on  account  of  a  death  in  his  family ,  and 
I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Francis  Kernan. 

Mr.  GANSON.  My  colleague  left  here  yes- 
terday, on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family,  and 
I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Austin  A.  King.     No  excuse  offered. 

Jesse  Lazear. 

Mr.  MOORIIEAD.  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  my  colleague  stating  that  he  is  athome, sick, 
and  I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Francis  C.  Le  Blond. 

Mr.  BLISS.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Le  Blond  is 
absent,  in  New  York,  attending  to  committee  busi- 
ness, by  order  of  the  House,  and  I  move  that  he 
be  excused.  » 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

De  Witt  C.  Littlejohn. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  gentleman  had 
been  absent  for  a  long  time  on  account  of  sickness. 

It  was  moved  that  he  he  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Alexander  Long. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  My  colleague  has  leave 
of  atjscnce  from  the  House. 

Owen  Lovejoy. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  N(;w  York.  The  gentleman 
from  lllirioia  i.s  lying  dangerously  ill  at  Brooklyn, 
and  I  move  that  he  be  excu.sed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Robert  Mallory. 

Mr.  WADSWORTH.  My  colleague  is  ab- 
sent on  accountof  sickness,  and  I  move  that  he  be 
excused.  n 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

James  M.  Marvin. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  think  my  colleague  has  leave 
of  absence. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Clerk  thinks  not. 

Mr.  Marvin  was  not  excused. 

Archibald  McAllister. 

Mr.  HALE.  My  colleague  left  for  home  this 
morning  to  attend  to  important  business;  and  I 
move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

James  F.  McDowell. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  colleague  has  leave  of 
absence. 

John  F.  McKinney.    Absent  on  leave. 

George  Middleton. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  was  called  home  last  night  by  important  busi- 
ness; and  I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

William  H.  Miller. 

Mr.  O'NEILL,  of  Ohio.  He  is  absent  for  the 
same  reason  as  his  colleague,  Mr.  Dawson;  and 
I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Amos  Myers.     No  excuse  offered. 

Leonard  Myers. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  He  was  telegraphed  for  on 
accountof  extreme  illness  in  his  family;  and  I 
move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Moses  F.  Odell. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  My  colleague  told  me 
that  he  could  not  be  here  to-day. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  I  suppose  that 
he  is  absent  on  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of 
the  war. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  members  of  that  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  be  absent  during  the  sittings 
of  the  House,  and  he  is  therefore  excused. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  now  move  that  the  two 
other  absent  members  of  that  committee,  Mr. 
Gooch  and  Mr.  Julian,  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Charles  O'Neill. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  My  colleague  was  called  home 
by  a  death  in  his  family,  and  I  move  he  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

James  W.  Patterson.     No  excuse  offered. 

Samuel  J.  Randall. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  Mr.  Randall  is  absent  at- 
tending a  State  convention — the  same  reason  for 
which  Mr.  Dawson  is  absent.  I  move  he  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARDING.  I  move  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Alexander  H.  Rice. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  My  colleague  left  the  House 
last  evening  very  ill,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  is 
confined  to  his  house  to-day  by  sickness.  I  move 
he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

John  H.  Rice. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  move  Mr.  Rice  be  excused. 
I  have  no  doubt  he  is  absent  upon  important  busi- 

Tlie  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  he 
is  in  the  lobby  waiting  to  be  arrested.  [Laughter.] 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

James  C.  Robinson.     No  excuse  offered. 

Edward  II.  Rollins. 

Mr.  HULBURD.  I  left  Mr.  Rollins  in  New 
York  yesterday,  where  he  is  on  business  upon  a 
committee  by  order  of  the  House.  I  move  he  be 
excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Robert  C.  Schenck. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  have  received  a  contra- 
band message  from  my  colleague  stating  that  on 
Good  Friday  he  will  eat  nothing  stronger  than 
l)ivalve.s  and  other  shell-fish,  and  that  he  is  en- 
gaged in  that  business  at  lhi8tim(#  [Laughter.] 
1  move  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 


*    Glenni  W.  Scofield'. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.     I  am  present.  [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  Was  the  gentleman  within 
the  Hall  at  the  roll-call  when  his  name  was  called? 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  would  like  to  know  how 
my  colleague  got  in.  Somebody  has  not  done  his 
duty. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  was  in  during  the  call  of 
the  roll,  but  I  did  not  hear  my  name  called.  The 
first  name  I  heard  called  was  "  Smith." 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  saw  a  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  now  in  the  House,  a  very  pleasant  gen- 
tleman, looking  through  the  window  of  the  door 
after  his  name  was  called. 

The  SPEAKER.  Which  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  ?  ' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  gentleman  from  New- 
ark, [Mr.  Perry.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  answered  to  his  name  upon  the  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Does  the  roll  show  that  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Pike]  was  present 
when  his  name  was  called? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Maine 
also  answered  to  his  name  upon  the  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the 
roll,  for  the  roll  is  perfectly  correct. 

JohnG.  Scott.    No  excuse  offered. 

Ithamar  C.  Sloan. 

Mr.  COBB.  My  colleague,  Mr.  Sloan,  is  now 
and  has  been  for  some  weeks  at  home  dangerously 
sick.     I  move  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Green  Clay  Smith. 

The  SPEAKER.  Mr.  Smith  is  absent  by  leave 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  NELSON.  I  desire  to  make  an  excuse  for 
Mr.  Scott. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  too 
late. 

RtJFus  P.  Spalding. 

Mr.  SPALDING.     Here. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  was  not  here 
during  the  call  of  the  House,  according  to  the 
roll. 

Mr.  SPALDING.    I  was  not. 

John  F.  Starr. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  Jersey.  My  colleague, 
Mr.  Starr,  has  been  during  the  whole  session  in 
a  very  bad  state  of  health,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  is  now  detained  from  the  House  on  accountof 
sickness.     I  move  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

John  D.  Stiles. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Stiles,  I  believe,  is  ab- 
sent for  the  same  reason  that  Mr.  Randall,  of 
Pennsylvania,  is  absent, who  is  absent  for  the  same 
reason  that  Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania,  is  ab- 
sent, who  is  absent  on  the  same  ground  that  Mr. 
Dawson  is  absent.  [Laughter.]  I  therefore 
move  that  he  be  excused. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  would  like  to  know  what 
ground  that  is? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  can  inform 
the  gentleman.  It  is  the  same  ground  on  which 
Mr.  Randall  is  absent.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Stiles  was  excused. 

Myer  Strouse.     No  excuse  offered. 

M.  Russell  Thayer.    No  excuse  offered. 

Elijah  Ward. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  My  colleague's  health  is  very 
poor.  1  am  sure  he  would  be  here  but  for  illness, 
I  move  that  hp  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

William  B.  Washburn. 

Mr.  ECKLEY.  I  ask  the  House  to  excuse 
Mr.  Washburn.  He  hasgonc  home  on  import- 
ant business  and  is  paired  with  Mr.  White. 

Mr.  Washburn  was  not  excused. 

Chilton  A.  White. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  I  wish  to  inquire 
if  Mr.  Chilton  A.  White  is  not  absent  on  leave? 
I  think  hi-  is,  if  the  Chair  can  ascertain  that  fact. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Journal  Clerk  thinks 
not.  There  have  been  so  many  leaves  of  absence 
gianled  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Clerk  to  turn 
to  iljem  all  on  the  Journal  at  a  moment's  notice. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  My  impression  is 
that  he  has  leave  of  absence. 
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The  SPEAKER..  If  the  gentleman  states  he 
knows  it,  that  is  sufficient. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  I  cannot  be  certain 
of  the  fact. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  think  it 
would  be  well  for  the  Clerk  whenever  leave  of  ab- 
sence is  granted  to  make  a  separate  memorandum. 
I  propose  that  by  unanimous  consent  an  order  to 
that  effect  be  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Journal  Clerk  states 
that  he  will  follow  the  suggestion  ofthe  gentleman 
from  Illinois  hereafter. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  Mr.  White  told  me  that 
he  had  leave  of  absence  from  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.     That  is  sufficient. 

Joseph  W.  White.     Absent  on  leave. 

.A.  Carter  Wilder.     No  excuse  offered. 

Benjamin  Wood. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  Mr.  Wood  has  been 
so  constantly  in  his  seat  that  I  think  he  ought  to 
be  excused.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  understand  he  is  absent  by 
the  force  of  habit.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CHANLER.  He  is  detained  at  home  by 
sickness.  I  move  that  he  be  excused  on  that 
ground. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  negative  vote 
seemed  to  prevail. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  to 
the  House  that  it  is  always  usual  to  excuse  a 
member  who  is  absent  on  account  of  sickness. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Chanler]  state  that  his  colleague 
is  absent  in  consequence  of  sickness.' 

Mr.  CHANLER.  I  stated  it  in  so  many 
words. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  fur- 
ther that  he  has  received  a  note  to-day  from  Mr. 
Wood  himself,  saying  that  he  is  absent  on  ac- 
count of  sickness. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Wood  was  excused. 

Fernando  Wood. 

Mr.  CHANLER.  I  have  the  same  motion  to 
make  in  regard  to  him.  I  am  informed  by  him- 
self that  he  is  detained  from  the  House  by  sick- 
ness.    I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Frederick  E.  Woodbridge. 

Mr.  BAXTER.  I  ask  that  Mr.  Woodbridge 
be  excused.  Last  night  he  received  by  mail  a 
letter  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Vermont 
asking  him  to  go  to  Fortress  Monroe  to  see  Gen- 
eral Butler,  and  if  possible  get  his  son  from  the 
Libby  prison,  where  he  now  is  in  a  very  low 
state.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  call  being  completed, 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  warrants  of  ar- 
rest for  all  the  unexcused  absentees  be  now  is- 
sued, and  that  they  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BAILY.  Before  that  motion  be  put  I  ask 
that  my  colleague  [Mr.  Strouse]  be^  excused,  he 
being  absent  for  the  same  reason  for  which  my 
other  colleagues  have  been  excused. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  can  only  be 
received  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  HIGBY.     I  object. 

The  objection  was  afterwards  withdrawn,  but 
was  renewed  by  another  member. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Patterson]  be  ex- 
cused. He  had  stepped  out  accidentally  when 
the  doors  closed. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  CRAVENS.    I  ask  leave  to  move  that  the 

fentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Botd]  be  excused, 
le  is  in  the  lobby,  and  has  been  for  half  an  hour. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  BRANDEGEE.  I  ask  that  the  House 
will  entertain  amotion  to  excuse  my  colleague 
Mr.  Hubbard. 

Mr.  KNAPP.     I  object. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  I  will  say 
to  the  gentleman  that  I  have  voted  to  excuse  every 
member  on  that  side.     [Laughter  1 

Mr.  KNAPP.  Then  1  do  not  object.  [Laugh- 
ter.] ■'  ■•        ^ 

Mr.  S'PGVENS.     I  object. 

Mr.  BROOKS  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on 
Mr.  Stevens's  motion. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  wore  not  ordered. 


Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken  by  division;  and  the 
Speaker  announced  that  the  noes  had  it. 

During  the  count, 

Mr.  STEVENS  said :  I  make  the  point  of  order 
that  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio  and  Connecticut 
[Messrs.  Spalding  and  Hubbard]  shall  not  be 
counted  in  the  vote. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  count 
gentlemen  who  are  reported  as  absent.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  SPALDING.     Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  suspend  a-  moment  till  the  Chair  signs  a  war- 
rant  of  arrest.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  desire  to  waive  process. 
[Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  FRANK.  I  understand  that  my  colleague, 
Mr.  Marvin,  has  been  called  home  on  account 
of  illness  in  his  family.  I  move  that  he  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr.  Marvin 
was  accordingly  excused. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Speak- 
er  

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  recognize 
a  member  who  is  reported  as  absent. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  desire  to  say  that  my 
colleague,Mr.  Morris,  was  called  from  the  House 
by  a  message  requesting  him  to  attend  to  receiv- 
ing the  property  of  a  disabled  officer  in  this  city, 
and  left  the  House  for  that  purpose.  I  move  that 
he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr.  Morris, 
of  Ohio,  was  accordingly  excused. 

Mr.  HARDING.  1  desire  to  say  that  Mr. 
Scott  is  at  home  in  Missouri,  and  has,  I  believe, 
l^ve  of  absence. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  informed  by 
one  of  the  clerks  that  they  have  no  recollection  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  having  received  leave 
of  absence. 

Mr.  WADSWORTH.  I  move  that  all  further 
proceedings  under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SWEAT.  I  understand  that  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Patterson]  is 
sick.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  has  been  stated 
to  the  House  twice  already. 

Mr.WINFIELD.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Thayer]  has  been  an  unusually 
attentive  member  ofthe  House.  I  know  that  he 
has  been  quite  unwell  for  several  days  past,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  he  is  absent  now  in  conse- 
quence of  indisposition. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.     I  object. 

Mr.  WINFIELD.  I  state  it  as  a  fact  known 
to  myself  that  Mr.  Thayer  has  been  indisposed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  If  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  says  that  he  knows  that  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Thayer]  is  absent  on 
account  of  indisposition  I  will  withdraw  my  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  WINFIELD.  I  am  not  sufficiently  cog- 
nizant ofthe  facts  to  pledge  my  word  that  he  is 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  And  I  am  not  sufficiently 
cognizant  of  the  fact  to  withdraw  my  objection. 

The  objection  was  subsequently  withdrawn, 
and  Mr.  Thayer  was  excused.' 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  ex- 
cuse my  colleague,  Mr.  Rice.  He  is  a  very 
pleasant  gentleman,  and  I  know  he  would  be 
very  glad  to  come  in. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  these  gentlemen  had 
better  enter  into  bonds  and  be  escorted  gallantly 
into  the  House  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms.  I  object. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  wish  to  say  that  every 
other  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who  is  absent 
attending  the  State  convention  in  that  State,  ex- 
cept Mr.  Strouse,  has  been  excused.  Now,  sir, 
I  see  no  reason  why  this  discriminai:ion  should  be 
made,  even  if  the  excuse  in  the  first  place  was  not 
a  sufficient  one.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  Mr. 
Strouse  will  be  excused. 

At  this  point  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  appeared  at 
the  bar  of  the  House,  presenting  under  arrest 
A.  Carter  Wilder,  H.  Winter  Davis,  and 
Sempronius  H.  Boyd. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  I  rise  to  the  question  of 
order,  that  there  is  no  order  in  the  House. 


The  SPEAKER.  TheChair  sustains  the  point 
of  order,  and  hopes  the  House  will  preserve  order. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  the  House  will  pro- 
ceed to  arraign  the  members  at  the  bar  of  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER.  A.  Carter  Wilder,  you 
are  under  arrest  for  having  been  absent  from  the 
House  without  its  leave  and  against  its  order. 
What  excuse  have  you  to  offer.' 

Mr.  WILDER.  I  have  been  absent  in  conse- 
quence of  sickness  in  my  family. 

Mr.  CRAVENS.  I  move  the  gentleman  be 
excused. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  amend  by  adding 
"  on  payment  of  fees." 

Mr.  CRAVENS.    I  accept  that  amendment. 

The  motion,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to;  and 
Mr.  Wilder  was  accordingly  excused. 

The  SPEAKER.  Henry  Winter  Davis,  you 
have  been  arrested  for  being  absent  from  the 
House  without  its  leave  and  against  its  order. 
What  excuse  have  you  to  present? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Peccavi,  sir. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  the  gentleman 
be  released  from  arrest  upon  payment  of  fees  and 
a  fine  of  one  shilling. 

Mr.  KNAPP.  I  move  to  amend  by  making 
the  fine  two  shillings. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
That  is  not  American  currency. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  entertain 
the  question  of  order. 

Mr.  CRAVENS.  I  did  not  understand  the 
reason  the  gentleman  gave. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  said  "  pec- 
cavi," which  the  Chair  supposes  to  mean  thathe 
pleads  guilty. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  A  shilling  in  my  State  ia 
twelve  and  a  half  cents,  but  in  New, England 
where  I  was  born  it  is  one  sixth  of  a  dollar,  and 
it  is  that,  I  believe,  in  other  portions  of  the  coun- 
try. How  is  the  exact  amount  ofthe  fine  to  be 
ascertained .' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  have  to 
settle  that  with  the  Sergeant-at-Arms, 

A  Member.     It  means  an  English  shilling. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  If  it  means  an 
English  shilling,  does  it  include  exchange  ? 

TheSPEAKER.  No.  It  must  be  paid  in  law- 
ful money,  according  to  the  bill  ofthe  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.     [Laughter.] 

The  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Knapp  was 
agreed  to. 

The  motion, as  amended,  was  agreed  to;  and 
-Mr.  Davis  was  thereupon  released  from  arrest. 

The  SPEAKER.  Sempronius  H.Boyd,  you 
have  been  arrested  for  having  been  absent  without 
leave,  and  against  the  order  of  the  House.  What 
excuse  have  you  to  present.' 

Mr.  BOYD.  1  was  absent,  sir,  attending  to 
the  business  of  the  people  of  the  county  of  Doug- 
las, State  of  Missouri,  at  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment. They  sent  me  a  petition  with  seventy-five 
names  toitaskingto  have  a  post  office  established, 
and  I  went  to  attend  to  that  business. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  the  same  fine  of  a 
shilling  and  the  payment  of  fees,  and  that  the 
gentleman  be  released  from  arrest. 

T.he  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Sergcant-at-Arms  reported  that  he  had  ar- 
rested in  their  seats  Rufus  Spalding  and  J.  H. 
Hubbard. 

The  SPEAKER.  Bring  them  to  the  bar  of  the 
House. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms.  They  refuse  to  come 
to  the  bar  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  order  of  the  House  is 
that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  take  into  custody  and 
bring  to  the  bar  of  the  House  such  members  as 
are  now  absent  without  the  leave  of  the  House. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  have  failed  upon  two  calls  to  answer 
to  their  names,  and  are  therefore  properly  subject 
to  arrest.  The  Chair  can  only  instruct  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms to  obey  the  order  of  the  House. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  presented  Mr.  J.  H.  Hub- 
bard at  the  bar  of  the  House,  who  was  thereupon 
arraigned  by  the  Speaker  for  being  absent  with- 
out leave. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  this  excuse  to  (^ffcr.     I  have  stated  it  nl- 
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ready.  On  the  morning  of  the  present  day  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Butler,  one 
of  the  chief  justices  of  my  own  State,  requiring 
me  to  go  immediately  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  to  procure  an  entrance  to  be 
made  in  a  cause  there  pending  in  which  he  was 
interested.  Not  being  acquainted  with  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  I  cast 
about  for  some  one  to  introduce  me.  I  found  my 
friend,  Judge  Spalding,  of  Oliio,  and  invited  him 
to  go  with  me.  He  acceded  to  my  request  and 
gave  me  an  introduction  to  Mr.  Middlelon. 

Mr.  DEMING  rose. 

Mr. HUBBARD, ofConnecticut.  Letmemake 
my  statement.  I  feel  some  interest  in  reference 
to  this  matter. 

As  I  have  stated.  Judge  Spalding  consented  to 
go,  and  an  introduction  was  had.  My  business 
was  transacted  with  Mr.  Middleton  and  then  we 
returned  to  the  House.  We  were  absent  perhaps 
four  or  five  minutes  in  all.  We  were  in  the  House 
before  the  absentees  were  called  a  second  time. 
We  were  here  before  the  doors  were  closed  and 
here  we  are  now. 

I  certainly  choose  to  yield  obedience  to  the  sum- 
mons of  the  House  and  to  any  sentence  that  it 
may  impose  in  the  premises.  I  have  not  neglected 
the  interests  of  my  constituents  or  of  the  coun- 
try by  this  necessary  absence  of  mine.  Every- 
body knows  that  we  are  called  out  from  time  to 
time  during  the  sittings  of  the  House.  I  have 
not  been  absent  from  the  House  from  the  organi- 
zation of  Congress  when  a  single  vote  has  been 
taken  hitherto.  I  mean  to  discharge  my  duty  as 
well  as  I  can,  and  I  do  not  feel  that  I  am  in  the 
slightest  degree  to  blame  for  this  brief  absence. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  the  gentleman's 
excuse  be  deemed  satisfactory,  and  thathe  be  dis- 
charged without  the  payment  of  costs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WADSWORTH.  I  move  that  all  further 
proceedings  under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  I  crave  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  while  1  move  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Spalding]  be  excused 
for  his  absence. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  He  is  not  before  the  House, 
and  no  motion  to  excuse  him  can  be  made. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  If  (he  gen- 
tleman committed  an  error,  it  was  not  his  fault, 
but  mine. 

Mr.  BRANDEGEE  moved  that  the  Flouse  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  House  then  refused  to  dispense  with  all 
further  proceedings  under  the  call. 

Mr.  KNAPP.  I  move  that  the  Scrgeant-at- 
Arms  be  directed  to  do  his  duty,  and  to  arrest 
the  member  and  bring  him  to  the  bar  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  That  is  the  duty  of  the  Scr- 
geant-at-Arms  now. 

Mr.  SPALDING  rose  to  address  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  recognize 
any  gentleman  reported  absent. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  submit  to  the  indulgence 
of  the  Chair.     That  is  all  1  can  do. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
tjiat  the  gentlemnii  from  Ohio  should  submit  to 
the  order  of  the  House.  This  has  all  been  done 
by  order  of  the  House.  When  he  presents  him- 
self at  the  bar  he  can  make  whatever  excuse  he 
pleases. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  What  is  the 
bar  of  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  In  front  of  the  Chair,  this 
side  of  the  middle  door. 

The  Chair  will  mate  that  if  he  were  a  member 
he  would  submit  lo  whatever  orders  the  House 
would  make.  All  members  must  submit  to  the 
orders  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  submit  to  the  Chair  and 
to  tin,'  House  that  I  cannot  go  to  that  bur,  for  1 
do  not  feel  mv.«ielf  guilty  of  any  ofTeiise. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  an  attachment 
issue  against  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  for  not  obey- 
ing the  order  of  the  House. 

T  I.  c  RP  E  A  K  r.  II .     To  w  h  o  m .' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Specially  directed  to  the 
Doorkeeper. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  think  that  motion  should 
be  modified.     It  .should  direct  him  to  show  cause 


wliy  he  has  not  performed  his  duty.  The  rule 
should  not  be  made  imperative  in  thg  first  in- 
stance. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  accept  that  modification. 
Let  it  read  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  show  cause 
why  he  has  not  obeyed  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Spalding  here  came  forward  to  the  bar  of 
the  House  with  the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Am  1  in  order  in  making  a  sug- 
gestion.' 

The  SPEAKER.  After  the  officer  has  made 
his  report. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  announced  that  Mr. 
Spalding  had  presented  himself  at  the  bar  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  Only  to  exonerate  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  We  haTe  heard  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Hubbard]  detail  this 
whole  matter,  and  1  move  Mr.  Spalding  be  ex- 
cused. 

Mr.  CRAVENS.  I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing, "on  payment  of  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  for 
contempt  of  the  Plouse  in  violating  its  rules." 

Mr.  PRUYN.     He  has  not  refused  to  appear. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gen- 
tleman from  Oliio  [Mr.  Spalding]  has  obeyed 
the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  What  is  the  excuse  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  for  not  being  present  at  the 
roll-call  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut has  made  the  excuse,  referring  to  both 
absentees. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  do  hope  the  House  will  ex- 
cuse the  gentleman,  as  it  appears  already  thathe 
was  not  at  fault. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  no  desire  to  do  any- 
thing which  may  look  harsh,  but  the  House  h^s 
had  exhibited  before  them  a  scene  which  requires 
notice — an  absolute  refusal  to  obey  the  order  of 
the  House;  and  when  the  gentleman  comes  before 
the  bar  now,  he  says  he  appears  to  exonerate  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  That 
is  not  an  excuse;  and  I  am  ready  to  vote  for  the 
ainendmcnt  to  fine  him. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  But  he  has 
appeared  in  response  to  the  order  of  the  House, 
notwithstanding  what  he  said. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  misunderstood  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  I  heard  only  what  he  said  in  his 
seat.  Pie  appears  to  obey  the  summons  of  the 
House,  but  he  appeared  evidently  with  reluctance, 
but  he  did  appear.  We  are  not  to  inquire  into 
outside  reasons. 

Mr.  RADFORD.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
be  allowed  to  make  his  own  excuse. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  It  has  already  been  stated 
by  the  gentlemaji  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Hub- 
bard,] that  I  went  out  at  his  request  to  introduce 
him  to  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I  went 
with  reluctance.  We  were  then  in  Committee  of 
the  Wliole,  and  I  inquired  whether  it  was  likely 
a  vote  would  be  taken.  An  amendment  was  of- 
fered, and  a  gentleman  got  up  to  speak  upon  it, 
and  I  thought  I  should  have  time  to  go  and  re- 
turn before  a  vole  would  be  taken.  I  went  and 
introduced  my  friend  to  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  coining  immediately  back  I  came  in 
just  before  the  doors  were  ordered  to  be  closed. 
So  far  as  any  fine  the  House  may  see  fit  to  im- 
pose upon  me  is  concerned,  so  far  as  it  is  within 
my  means,  I  will  pay  it  cheerfully. 

Mr.  CRAVENS.  I  have  no  doubt  the  fine  is 
a  matter  of  little  consequence  to  the  gentleman; 
but  I  made  the  motion  to  fine  him  because  he  has 
violated  the  rule  of  the  House.  The  House  ought 
to  defend  its  own  rights.  If  we  do  not,  by  ])er- 
mitting  this  case  to  go  without  punishment  or 
censure,  I  should  like  to  know  how  we  shall  pre- 
serve order. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  was  going  to  move  that 
the  excuse  \m  dceniod  sulHcicnt. 

Mr.  WADSWORTH.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  It  is  that  the  question  now  before  the 
Hou.se  is  whether  or  not  the  excuse  is  sufficient, 
and  not  whether  the  gentleman  has  committed  a 
coiUempt  of  the  House.  I  submit  it  is  imt)ro|ier 
to  make  a  motion  to  fine  for  contempt,  i^c,  has 
given  a  gnod  excuse  for  hi.s  absence,  and  if  we 
excuse  him  for  that  we  cannot  fine  him  for  con- 
tent pt. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  sustains  the  point 
of  order  to  this  extent:  the  latter  part  of  the  mo- 
tion in  reference  to  contempt  is  not  in  order,  as 
the  gentleman  is  now  at  the  bar  of  the  House; 
but  a  motion  to  fine  the  gentleman  any  amount 
the  House  sees  fit  to  impose  is  in  order.  Any 
question  as  to  contempt  of  the  House  must  come 
up  hereafter  as  an  independent  proposition. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  the 
previous  question  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Broomall]  that  the 
excuse  be  deemed  sufficient,  hnd  that  the  gentle- 
man be  discharged. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  the  motion. 
The  pending  motion  is  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Proyn]  to  excuse  the 
gentleman  absolutely,  and  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Cravens]  to  fihe 
him  fifty  dollars.  The  other  part  of  the  motion 
the  Chair  has  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WASPIBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  as 
an  amendment  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  be 
honorably  discharged;  and  on  that  amendment  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PRUYN.     I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  raise  the  point  of  order 
whether  there  is  any  evidence  before  the  House 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  refused  lo  obey 
the  order  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  for  the  House  to 
determine. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  I  desire  to  ask 
whether  it  is  the  business  of  a  member  to  appear 
at  the  bar,  or  the  business  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
to  bring  him  there.'  If  it  is  the  business  of  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  to  bring  him,the^i  I  do  not  see 
how  the  member  from  Ohio  can  be  guilty  of  any 
contempt. 

Mr.  CRAVENS.  I  understand  that  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms has  already  reported  that  the  gen- 
tleman refused  to  appear  at  the  bar,  and  that  on 
that  report  a  peremptory  order  was  issued. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Cr.wens's 
amendment;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Prutn's  motion 
as  modified,  that  Mr.  Spalding  be  honorably 
discharged. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
by  striking  out  "  honorably  discharged," and  in- 
serting in  lieu  of  it  "  discharged  on  payment  of 
fees." 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  moved  the 
previous  question  some  time  since. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  not  in  order. 

The  question  being  on  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question, 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Holm  an,  and 
Washburne,  of  Illinois,  were  appointed. 

The  Plouse  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  48,  noes  37. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  VOOIIHEES  demanded  the  yeasand  naya 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pruyn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  GO,  nays  21;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Asliloy,  Baily, 
Jolin  D.  Baldwin,  Daxter,  lilainc,  Francis  T.  lilair,  lilow, 
lioutvvell,  liovd,  liraiult'gce,  Brooks,  i?rooiuall,  Clianler, 
.^rnl)rose  \V.  'Clarl<,  Freeman  Clarkp.  CoMi,  Cole,  Dcining, 
DoMiiolly,  Driggs,  Dnmont,  Ecldry,  F.lioi,  lliiglisli,  Frank, 
Goocli,  Griswold,  Ilotclikiss,  John  II.  Ilnlihard,  llnlliurd, 
Julian,  Kollov,  Longycar,  INIoltridc,  !\Ic(.:inrg,  Moorhead, 
Morrill,  Nohlo,  Norton,  John  (rNcill,  Trnvn,  William  U. 
Randall,  Kosois,  Itoss,  Scolifid,  Shannon,  Sichhins,  John 
J!.  Steele,  !>lnarf,Van  Valkfnliiirgh,  WadMVorlh,  Fliliu  I?. 
Wa.sht)urne,VVcbstor,  VVIicelcr,  Williams, VVildor,  and  Wil- 
son— 00. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Cravens,  Orlder, 
Harding,  Harrington,  lionjamin  (J.  Harris,  (Jharles  M.  Har- 
ris, Highy,  llolman,  Kalbllei.-eh,  Knapp,  Morrison,  Ortli, 
I'endlelon,  ItadCord,  Sniitliers,  William  G.  Steele,  Stevens, 
Sweat,  Voorliees-,  and  Winfield — 21. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  move  that  the  rules  besus- 
|)encicd,and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uniojti 
on  the  spoeinl  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
ten  minutes  before  five  o'clock  p.  m.)  the  House 
adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  March  26, 1864. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  ID.     Prayer  by 

tlie  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Hicrey, 
its  Chief  Clerk,  informed  the  House  thatthe  Sen- 
ate had  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  of  tlie  Senate  to  the 
Military  Academy  bill. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  ask  leave  of  absence  from 
the  House  for  two  weeks  from  Monday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  that  would  contravene  the  order  of  the  House, 
as  it  would  require  a  vole. 

Mr.  BOUTWELLmoved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into'thc  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Bout- 
well  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  President's  annual  message. 

CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR. 
Mr.  MOORHEAD.  Mr.  Chairman,  my  col- 
league from  the  twenty-first  district  [Mr.  Daw- 
son] has  made  confessedly  the  ablest  speech  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  and  has  stated  with  great 
frankness  and  clearness  the  grounds  of  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  war.  Although  it  was  well  answered 
by  my  colleague  from  the  nineteenth  district,  [Mr. 
ScoriELD,]  1  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  give 
some  attention,  as  our  districts  adjoin,  have  like 
interests  and  feelings,  and  as  special  efforts  have 
been  made  by  the  circulation  of  his  speech  to  affect 
the  political  sentiment  of  western  Pennsylvania. 
We  both  live  at  the  head  of  the  great  channels  of 
trade  formed  by  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers 
and  their  tributaries,  down  which  the  coal,  lumber, 
and  agricultural  products,  and  the  manufactures 
of  glass,  steel,  iron,  copper,  wood,  &*c.,  of  our 
people,  were  accustomed  before  the  rebellion  to 
float  safely  and  without  let  or  hindcrance  to  the 
inhabitants  of  thirteen  States,  and  on  through 
the  Gulf  to  foreign  markets.  Valuable  as  the 
Federal  Union  is  to  the  people  of  other  States,  it 
is  beyond  all  price  to  Pennsylvania,  and  especial- 
ly to  his  constituents  and  mine,  who  alike  love 
their  country,  are  proud  of  its  history,  believe  in 
free  government,  hate  slavery,  are  ready  to  die 
rather  than  see  their  national  flag  dishonored  at 
home  or  abroad,  and  will  not  permit  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  Government  by  aristocratic  slave- 
holders, who  treat  and  speak  of  northern  people — 
Democrats  as  well  as  Republicans — with  more 
scorn  than  they  feel  for  the  slaves  on  their  plant- 
ations. The  blow  of  the  traitors  who  made  this 
war  fell  first  and  heaviest  on  our  constituencies, 
when  they  closed  the  navigation  of  the  Mississip- 
pi,seized  and  confiscated  property, anddcstroyed 
trade  more  than  sixty  years  enjoyed,  and  for  res- 
toration of  the  right  to  which  our  people  have 
been  vigorously  fighting  for  nearly  three  years. 
I  do  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  more  readily,  be- 
cause the  doctrines  lie  announces  are.  the  very 
same  which  brought  on  the  war,  and  if  not  con- 
demned by  the  people,  would  make  southern  reb- 
els our  masters  forever. 

My  colleague  began  his  speech  by  reminding 
us  in  glowing  terms  of  the  happy  and  prosperous 
state  of  the  country  "about  eight  years  since," 
when  he  left  these  Halls.  He  left  two  years  6e/bre 
Mr.  Birdianan  became  President.  What  was  its 
condition  when  Mr.  Buchanan  handed  the  Gov- 
ernment to  Mr.  Lincoln.'  Why  is  my  colleague 
silent  as  to  the  pregnant  fact  that  when  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan retired  the  gloom  of  that  awful  period  was 
such  that  its  mere  remembrance  comes  likean  evil 
sliadow  over  the  heart  of  every  patriot.' 

It  ha.s  been  suggested  holms  been  in  a  deep  sleep 
during  the  eight  years  In:  was  absent  from  polit- 
ical life.  Flis  speech  furnishes  strong  evidence  of 
it.  Let  me  then  inform  him  what  lu;  should  know, 
and  what  many  of  his  constituents  do  know,  that 
not  merely  are  wo  now  "  in  the  midst  of  a  revo- 
lution," but  the  country  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
revolution  when  Mr.  liuchunan  retired,  and  lias 


been  on  the  brink  of  a  revolution  at  different  times 
for  thirty  years. 

Jackson  suppressed  treason  in  1832.  Jeff. 
Davis  and  his  fellow-conspirators  made  some 
signs  of  beginning  a  revolution  under  old  Zach. 
Taylor  in  1850  when  California  was  admitted  as 
a  free  State,  but  the  hero  of  Bucna  Vista  squelched 
it  by  announcing  that  he  would  hang  the  first 
rebel  who  dared  to  lift  a  hand  against  the  Union, 
and  Jeff.  Davis  knew  well  he  would  do  it. 
They  prepared  for  it  while  Pierce  lived  in  the 
White  House  and  Davis  governed  the  country. 
They  persevered  while  Buchanan  was  President 
and  Floyd  controlled  the  Army,  until — between 
the  4th  of  November,  1860,  the  day  Lincoln  was 
elected,  and  the  4th  of  March,  1861,  the  day  he  was 
inaugurated — every  southern  fort,  except  Pick- 
ens and  Sumter,  every  armory  and  arsenal,  all 
the  ordnance, arms, and  ammunition,  all  the  cus- 
tom-houses, post  offices,  and  mints,  in  a  word,  all 
the  property  of  the  Federal  Government  in  every 
seceded  State  was  seized  by  slaveholding  trai- 
tors, without  a  blow  being  struck  or  a  shot  being 
fired  in  their  defense;  and  thirty  days  before 
Buchanan's  term  expired  eightslaveholdingStates 
had  openly  rebelled  against  the  Government,  cast 
off  allegiance  to  it  and  excluded  its  authority, 
hauled  down  its  flag,  captured  its  troops,  arms, 
forts,  ships,  munitions  of  war,  assembled  a  con- 
gress at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  adopted  a  con- 
stitution, elected  a  president,  prepared  to  raise 
armies,  and  organized  a  confederacy  as  a  foreign 
and  hostile  government,  all  under  that  Democratic 
rule  which  my  colleague  is  so  anxious  to  restore, 
and  all  done  by  Democratic  leaders  !  What  did 
Mr.  Buchanan'do  to  prevent  these  great  crimes? 
Nothing.  What  did  the  Democratic  party  do  to 
prevent  them.'  Nothing.  What  did  they  pro- 
pose to  do.'  Nothing.  On  the  other  hand,  they 
resisted  evr;rything  that  looked  like  protecting  the 
public  pioperty  and  preserving  the  nation's  honor. 

Sir,  so  widespread  was  treason,  so  faithless 
the  President,  that  all  hope  was  exhausted  except 
the  single  one  that  his  term  would  expire  before 
all  was  lost.  Thank  God  !  Abraham  Lincoln  be- 
came President  before  the  cause  of  the  Union  was 
totally  ruined,  and  then  the  work  of  rescue  began. 

My  colleague,  in  a  speech  of  twenty- nine  pages, 
says  not  a  word  in  denunciation  of  these  rebel 
insults  and  outrages,  nor  does  he  show  any  sym- 
pathy with  those  of  his  neighbors  whose  blood 
has  enriched  every  battle-field  in  defense  of  their 
country,  and  whose  bones  are  before  Richmond 
and  Charleston,  at  Antietam,  Gettysburg,  Vicks- 
burg,  and  Chattanooga,  and  whose  heroic  valor 
has  protected  his  home  and  mine  from  threatened 
invasion  by  his  late  political  friends.  Nor  has 
he  any  charges  to  make  against  anybody  except 
of  "  madness  and  folly"  against  the  people,  and 
railing  against  the  Government,  the  Q,uakers,and 
abolitionists.  The  rebellion  is  tenderly  mentioned 
as  an  "ill-judged  rebellion" — no  crime  in  it — no 
blood  on  the  rebels'  hands;  only  a  mistake  of 
judgment,  a  bad  guess  as  to  time  and  result! 
Sir,  I  do  not  think  my  colleague  has  allowed  his 
good  feelings  to  find  expression  in  his  speech; 
but  as  it  was  made  to  aid  in  restoring  the  Demo- 
cratic rule,  its  errors  and  fallacies  should  be 
pointed  out. 

My  colleague  sees  no  prospect  of  the  end.  He 
says:  "  Nearly  three  years  of  civil  war  have  now 
discharged  their  relentless  fury  upon  our  unhappy 
country,  and  we  are  yet  apparently  as  remote 
from  any  satisfactory  adjustment  of  our  differ- 
ences as  when  we  first  flew  to  arms."  Sir,  I 
broadly  deny  this  extraordinary  statement.  Itis 
the  policy  of  the  rebels,  and  those  who  sympa- 
thize with  them,  to  undervalue  the  results  already 
accomplished,  and  to  discourage  the  public  feeling 
of  the  North.  Jeff.  Davis  says  the  South  cannot 
be  conquered,  and  my  colleague  deliberately  shuts 
his  eyes  to  the  astonishing  results  already  at- 
tained. The  rebellion  is  in  its  last  agonies;  im- 
mense regions  have  been  reclaimed, several  States 
are  returning  to  their  allegiance,  and  on  every 
hand  there  is  but  one  indication,  and  that  of  the 
increasing  power  of  the  Uni<niand  the  increasing 
weakness  of  the  rebellion.  My  colleague  should 
see  this;  but  there  is  none  so  blind  as  he  who  will 
not  sec..  His  doctrine  as  to  the  true  character  of 
the  Government  is  a  specimen  brick  of  the  genu- 
ine Calhoun  mold.  lie  "  finds  no  difficulty  in  a 
divideil  allegiance, "and  he  "  holds  i/trt<  allegiance 
to  bind  the  citizen  in  equal  degree  to  the  govern- 


ment of  the  State  and  to  that  of  the  nation,  both 
proceeding  from  the  same  source — the  people  of 
the  several  States."  This  doctrine  has  deluded 
multitudes  into  treason,  has  undermined  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  brought  on  this  war,  and  sac- 
rificed the  lives  of  thousands  of  our  people.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  in  his  day  denounced  it,  and  warned 
the  country  against  it;  and  even  Mr.  Buchanan, 
in  his  last  annual  message,  declared  it  "  to  be  in- 
consistent with  the  history  as  well  as  the  char- 
acter of  the  Federal  Constitution."  It  means  that 
we  have  no  national  Government;  that  under  the 
Constitution  there  is  no  Union,  but  only  a  knot 
of  States  that  may  be  tied  or  untied  at  pleasure; 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  no  national  flag  to  shelter  him. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  most  cruel  feature  of 
my  colleague's  speech  is  that  which,  openly  pro- 
claiming his  approval  of  Mr.  Bucliaiian's  course, 
impliedly  censures  that  of  the  great  old  patriot 
whom  he  and  I,  once  and  again,  but  vainly,  la- 
bored to  make  President  of  the  United  States — 
General  Lewis  Cass,  whose  patriotism  and  state.s- 
manship  revolted  at  the  truckling  policy  of  Mr. 
Buchanan,  and  who,  when  his  proposition  to  gar- 
rison the  southern  forts  and  maintain  possession 
of  the  public  property  was  refused ,  promptly  tend- 
ered his  resignation  and  withdrew  from  the  Cab- 
inet. If  Mr.  Buchanan's  policy  was  wise  Gen- 
eral Cass's  was  unwise;  if  Mr.  Buchanan  waa 
faithful  in  his  high  position  General  Cass  wa3 
mistaken  in  judgment;  if  Mr.  Buchanan  properly 
met  the  great  duties  of  the  hour,  then  General 
Cass  utterly  failed  to  appreciate  the  difficulties. 
But  not  so.  I  can  never  subscribe  to  such  a  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  against  an  old  friend  whom 
I  have  long  admired,  whom  I  now  revere  as  among 
the  worthiest  statesmen  the  country  has  ever  had, 
and  whose  claim  to  the  love  and  gratitude  of  pos- 
terity rest,  in  my  judgment,  more  firmly  upon  his 
unshaken  fidelity  when  treason  was  so  general, 
than  even  upon  his  brilliant  records  of  both  civil 
and  military  service.  About  the  time  he  retired 
from  the  Cabinet  he  was  filled  with  gloom  and 
anguish  at  the  threatening  aspect  of  public  affairs, 
as  he  fully  comprehended  the  great  and  growing 
dangers  which  threatened  the  ship  of  State.  His 
impressive  exclamation  at  the  time,  in  my  pres- 
ence, was:  "  We  are  lost;  we  are  destroyed;  our 
great  and  glorious  country  will  be  ruined.  It  might 
be  saved — it  might  be  saved.  I  have  tried  to  save 
it,  but  can  do  no  more."  Glorious  words!  be- 
tokening the  great  heart  of  a  brave,  clear,  patri- 
otic statesman,  who  would  have  saved  the  coun- 
try, the  public  property,  and  subdued  the  rebellion 
had  HE  been  President  in  place  of  Mr.  Buchanan. 
As  he  was  not,  and  the  President  would  do  noth- 
ing, he  left  the  Cabinet.  Yet  my  colleague  in- 
dorses Mr.  Buchanan  and  his  policy,  thus  im- 
pliedly casting  censure  and  blame  upon  General 
Cass.  I  resent  the  imputation,  and  appeal  with 
confidence  from  his  words  to  the  judgment  of  a 
free  people  who  will  be  saved  despite  the  open 
treachery  of  Buchanan  or  the  covert  treachery 
of  his  allies  and  friends. 

I  have  alluded  to  the  fact  that  rebellion  is  not  a 
new  thing  in  American  history;  all  remember 
how  promptly  Jackson  put  down  one,  and  Taylor 
nipped  another  in  the  bud.  Lincoln  has  aroused 
the  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  the  country  to  sub- 
due the  last  and  worst;  and  we  who  are  thus  this 
day  engaged  are  but  following  the  teachings  of 
those  departed  patriots  around  whom  a  united 
country  threw  its  protecting  arms,  and  upon  whose 
memories  it  continues  to  lavish  its  praise.  "  The 
Union,  it  must  and  shall  be  preserved,"  was  the 
motto  of  Jackson:  it  is  the  heart-work  of  Lincoln. 
The  rebellion  of  1832  was  invoked  against  exist- 
ing legislation;  this,  much  less  justifiable  and 
more  wicked,  was  inaugurated  in  the  absence  of 
offensive  legislation,  in  fact  at  the  moment  when 
all  legislation  was  not  only  harmless  but  harmo- 
nious on  the  late  disputed  territorial  question, 
when,  by  the  confession  of  the  ablest  of  their  • 
leaders,  the  slaveholders  of  the  South  liad  no 
cause  to  justify  secession,*  and  when  by  the  truth 


*  Tim  first,  niH'slioM  tliat  prefpiits  Itsolfi^,  sliall  llic  people 
ofllio  Soulh  secede  iVoiu  the  Union  in  coiiseqnenee  ofllie 
eleelion  ol'  l\lr.  l,inci)ln  to  tlio  Presiileiiey  of  tin-  IJnitdd 
.Stales?  iNly  eonnliymen,  I  tell  you  fraukiii,  cinuliii'ij.  and 
earnestly,  Ihnt  I  <!j  not  t/iirik  thai  the.;/  oii^'/i/.  In  my  judg- 
ment, tlie  cleetion  of  no  man,  consiiuuion:illy  chosen  to 
lli;it  liijii  olfioe,  is  fullicicnt  cause  lor  any  Stale  lo  siparato 
tVoiii  tlio  Union,    li  uuglu  to  kIuiuI  liy  uml  aid  still  in  iiiaiu- 
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of  history  there  was  no  actual  grievance  whnt- 
ever.  This  is  most  vigorously  and  clearly  pre- 
sented  by  the  following  extract  from  a  speech  of 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  delivered  in  the  seces- 
sion convention  of  Georgia,  in  January,  1861: 

"This  step  [of  secession]  once  taken  can  never  l)e  re- 
called ;  ami  ail  llic  balet'uiand  witlieririg  consequences  that 
must  I'lillow  will  rest  on  the  con  ven  lion  for  all  coming  lime. 
When  we  and  our  posterity  shall  fee  our  lovely  South  des- 
olated hythc  demon  of  war,  irkich  this  act  of  yours  will  inec- 
ilably  invite  and  call  forth,  when  oursrcen  fields  of  waving 
linrvest  shall  be  trodden  down  by  the  murderous  soldiery 
and  fiery  car  of  war  sweeping  over  ourland,  our  temples  of 
justice  laid  in  ashes,  all  the  horrors  and  desolations  of  war 
upon  us,  who  hut  this  convention  xoill  be  held  responsible  for 
Wi  aud  who  but  him  who  shall  have  given  his  vote  for  this 
unwise  and  ill-timed  measure,  as  I  honestly  think  and  be- 
lieve, shall  be  held  to  strict  account  for  this  suicidal  act  by  the 
present  generation,  and  probably  cursed  and  execrated  by  pos- 
terity for  all  comiiig  time,  for  the  wide  and  desolating  ruin 
that  will  inevitably  follow  this  act  you  now  propose  to  per- 
petrate. Pause,  I  entreat  you."  *  *  *  *  * 
"  fVhat  right  has  the  North  assailed  ?  What  interest  of  the 
South  has  been  invadid?  What  justice  has  been  dejiied, 
and  what  claim  founded  in  justice  and  right  has  been  with- 
held.' Can  either  of  you  to  day  name  one  governmental 
act  of  wrong  deliberately  and  purposely  done  by  the  Gov- 
ernment at  Washington,  of  which  the  Soutli  has  a  right  to 
complain.'  1  challunge  the  answer."  *  *  *  * 
"  We  have  always  had  the  control  of  the  General  Gov- 
frnnient,  and  can  yet  if  we  remain  iti  it,  and  are  as  united 
as  we  have  been.  We  have  had  a  majority  of  the  Presi- 
dents chosen  from  the  South,  as  well  as  tlie  control  and 
management  of  most  of  those  chosen  from  the  North.  We 
liave  had  si.xty  years  ofsonthern  Presidents  to  their  twenty- 
four,  thus  controlling  the  Executive  Department.  So  of 
the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  wo  have  had  eighteen 
from  the  South,  and  but  eleven  from  the  North;  although 
nearly  four  fifths  of  the  judicial  business  has  arisen  in  the 
free  States,  yet  a  majority  of  the  Court  has  always  been 
from  the  South.  'J'liis  we  have  required,  so  as  to  guard 
against  any  interpretation  of  the  Constilution  unfavorable 
to  us.  In  like  manner  we  have  been  equally  watchful  to 
guard  ourinterestsinlhe  legislative  branch  of  Govern  nn'ut. 
In  choosing  the  presiding  presidents  (pro  tempore)  of  the 
Senate,  we  have  had  twenty-four  to  their  eleven.  Speakers 
of  the  House  we  have  had' twinUy-tliree  and  they  twelve. 
While  the  majority  of  the  Representatives,  from  I  heir  greater 
population,  have  always  been  from  the  North,  yet  we  have 
so  generally  secured  the  Speaker,  because  lie,  to  a  greater 
extent,  shapes  and  controls  the  legislation  of  tiie  country." 

*  *  *  *  "Attorney  Generals  we  have  had 
fourteen,  while  the  North  have  had  but  five.  Foreign  min- 
isters we  liave  had  eighiy-six,  and  they  but  fifty-four."     * 

*  *  *  "  Wc  havo  had  the  principal  embassies, 
so  as  to  secure  the  world's  markets  for  our  coltop,  tobacco, 
and  sugar,  on  the  best  possible  terms.  We  have  had  avast 
majority  of  theliigherotficesof  both  Army  and  Navy,  while 
a  large  proportion  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  were  drawn 
from  tin;  North.  Equally  so  of  clerks,  auditors,  and  comp- 
trollers, filling  the  Executive  Departments.  The  records 
show  for  the  last  fifty  years  that  of  three  thousand  thus  em- 
ployed, we  have  had  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  same, 
while  we  liave  but  one  third  of  the  white  population  of  the 
Republic."  *  *  «  *  "  A  fraction  ovc^r  three 
fourths  of  the  revenue  collected  for  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment has  uniformly  been  raised  from  the  North.  Pause 
now  while  you  can,  gentlemen,  and  contemplate  carefully 
and  candidly  these  important  items."  *  *  *  * 
"  For  you  to  attempt  to  overthrow  such  a  Government  as 
this,  under  which  we  have  lived  for  more  than  three  quar- 
ters of  a  century,  in  which  we  have  gained  out  wealth,  our 
standing  as  a  nation,  our  domestic  safety,  while  the  ele- 
njents  of  peril  are  around  us,  with  peace  and  tranquillity 
accompanied  with  unbounded  prosperity,  and  rights  unas- 
sailed,  is  the  height  of  madness,  folly,  and  wichedness,  to 
which  I  can  neither  lend  my  sanction  nor  my  vote." 

Sir,  this  rebellion  was  a  cold-blooded,  premed- 
itated, infamous  attempt  of  ambitious,  desperate, 
and  wicked  conspirators  to  destroy  the  Union, 
overthrow  free  government,  estublisii  u  sectional 
one  over  the  soutliern  portion  of  it,  and  thus  pre- 
pare the  way  by  European  intrigues  for  an  aris- 
tocratic or  monarchic  form  on  this  land  of  fiee- 


taining  the  Con-stitution  of  the  country.  To  make  a  point 
of  resistance  to  the  Government,  to  withdraw  from  it  be- 
cause a  man  has  been  eotistituiionally  c\ecU:A,  puts  m  in 
the  wrong.  We  are  pledged  to  maintain  the  Constitution. 
Many  of  us  have  sworn  to  support  it.  Can  we,  therefore, 
for  the  mere  election  of  a  man  to  the  Presidency,  and  that, 
too,  in  accordance  With  tlie  jireseribed  forms  of  the  Con- 
stitution, make  a  point  of  resisiamte  to  the  Government 
without  becoming  the  breakers  of  that  sacred  instrument 
oursi-lvcs,  withdraw  ourselves  from  it.'  Would  we  not  he 
in  the  wrong.'  Whatever  fate  is  to  befall  this  ccnmliy,  let 
It  never  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  people  of  the  r^outli, 
and  esprjclally  to  the  people  of  Georgia,  that  we  u-cre  untrue 
to  our  national  engagements.  Ijct  the  limit  and  the  wrong 
rest  upon  others,  if  all  our  hopes  are  to  be  blasted,  if  the 
Rf-piihlie  is  to  go  down,  let  us  be  found  to  tin;  last  nnnnent 
standing  cni  the  deck,  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
StateH  waving  over  our  heads.  Let  the  fanatics  of  tlie 
North  break  the  Constitution  if  such  is  their  fell  purpose. 
Let  the  responsibility  be  upon  thrm.  I  shall  speak  pres- 
ently more  of  their  acts;  but  let  not  the  Soiiili,  ht  us  not 
be  the  onc»  to  commit  the  aggresKi(m.  We  went  Into  the 
election  Willi  this  peopl,;.  'i'|u;  result  was  diliVreni  from 
What  we  wished  ;  but  the  election  has  bceii  coiisiiiulion- 
ally  held.  Were  we  lo  make  a  [loiiit  of  resistance  to  the 
Governmeni,aiid  go  out  of  the  tJiilon  on  that  account,  the 
record  icoiild  be  made  up  hereafter  against  us. — Speech  of 
Alexander  ir.Slriiheni  bK/orc  the  Lcnislalurc  of  Georgia, 
delivered  Xuvcniljcr  It,  likiU. 


dom.  The  man  who  in  the  loyal  States  tolerates, 
sympathizes  vvitli,  or  fails  to  check  tiiis  move- 
ment, would  in  revolutionary  times  have  been 
denominated  a  traitor.  The  iTian  who  halts  in  hi§ 
fidelity,  who  quibbles  about  this  technicality  or 
that,  who  aids  the  rebels  by  decrying  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  suf)press  the  rebellion  and 
by  decrying  its  finances,  should  be  ranked  and 
despised  as  an  Arnold  who  would  sell  his  coun- 

"T-      ... 

But  It  is  said  by  these  sympathizers  with  trea- 
son that  it  is  the  fault  of  this  Administration  and 
its  friends  that  this  war  exists;  that  it  is  an  un- 
holy war,  and  should  be  stopped,  and  that  Mr. 
Buchanan's  policy  was  one  of  peace  and  concili- 
ation, while  that  of  Mr.  Lincoln  has  been  one  of 
usurpation  and  tyranny. 

While  the  answer  to  these  allegations,  full  and 
ample  as  it  is,  may  be  important  to  the  future  his- 
torian, I  will  not  stop  to  make  it  here,  as  the  war 
is  upon  us,  and  our  presentdutiesare  tosuppress 
it  and  its  cause.  It  is  waged  for  the  purpose  of 
dissolvingthisGovernment.  It  is  enforced  by  vast 
armies,  which  ai'e  kept  in  the  field  by  a  military 
despotism  of  the  most  relentless  character.  The 
great  question  of  the  day  is,  not  by  what  process 
this  condition  of  things  has  been  reached,  but  how 
to  suppress  the  rebellion,  how  to  beat  back  our 
rebel  foes,  how  to  save  our  people  from  spolia- 
tion and  slaughter,  our  country  from  division,  our 
Government  from  overthrow — duties  in  whose 
presence  every  other  political  duty  "  hides  its 
diminished  head."  I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  uni- 
formly observed  that  the  men  who  waste  their 
energies  in  discussing  the  past  are  the  least  will- 
ing to  meet  the  responsibilities  ot  the  present  and 
rise  to  the  stature  which  it  demands  of  all  loyal 
citizens. 

Still,  sir,  I  am  not  willing  to  let  so  much  of  that 
part  of  the  charge  remain  unanswered  as  fixes 
upon  the  loy«l  North  the  responsibility  for  this 
war.  The  imputation  is  wholly  false.  The  slave- 
holders were  the  aggressors.  They  were  stimu- 
lated to  the  heinous  crime  by  hatred  of  the  prog- 
ress of  free  cominunities,  by  jea^lousies  of  their 
rising  power,  by  envy  of  their  great  superiority 
in  every  art  and  pursuit  of  life,  and  of  the  higher 
civilization  which  paid,  intelligent,  and  fi'ee  labor 
has  conferred  upon  the  free  States  of  the  Union. 
Does  any  one  doubt  this.'  If  so,  let  him  i-ead  the 
debates  in  Congress  of  the  last  ten  years,  but  espe- 
cially during  the  sessions  of  1859-60  and  1860-61 
— debates  to  which  I  was  compelled  to  listen,  and 
which  iibounded  in  the  most  malignant  expres- 
sions of  hatred,  scorn,  contempt,  and  disloyalty, 
plainly  foreshadowing  the  base  revolutionary 
schemes  then  fairly  entered  upon,  and  hurling  de- 
fiantly at  northern  Repi-esentatives  the  vile  and 
untenable  doctrine  of  the  right  of  secession.  One 
class  of  northern  members,  I  regret  to  say,  en- 
coui'aged  these-  declarations,  sympathized  with 
their  authors,  and  abetted  their  designs,  believ- 
ing that  they  saw  in  them  the  material  of  success- 
ful political  influence.  But  for  this  there  would 
have  been  no  secession.  Another  class  boldly 
denounced  the  falsehoods,  resented  the  insults, 
and  hurled  back  the  threats  of  secession,  declaring 
that  under  no  circumstances  would  they  consent 
to  a  separation  of  these  States,  or  pernnit  the  mere 
result  of  an  election  to  be  made  the  pretext  for 
revolution.  Sir,  1  firmly  believe  that  had  all  the 
northern  members  joined  in  these  clear  declara- 
tions of  fidelity  to  the  Constitution  and  the  Uiiijon, 
and  announced  their  determination  to  maintain 
the  existing  Government  at  all  hazards,.the  seces- 
sion movement  would  never  have  risen  to  formid- 
able proportions,  or  given  cause  for  serious  alarm, 
But  everywhere  over  the  South  secession  was 
proclaimed  to  be  a  peaceful  reincdy  for  alleged 
grievances,  and  it  was  publicly  and  constantly 
proclaimed  that  any  attempt  to  coerce  the  South 
would  be  followed  by  a  tlivi.sion  in  the  North, 
thnt  blood  would  flow  in  northern  strcicts,  and  a 
civil  war  among  ourselves  would  render  secession 
safe,  certain,  and  complete.  "  It  is  too  true  that 
many  northern  Representatives  in  that  ciiiical 
period  misrepresented  their  constituencies,  fear- 
fully deceived  the  rebel  leaders,  ;ind  thus  covered 
lh(;niselve.s  with  a  guilt  scarcely  less  deep  and  in- 
famous than  belongs  to  JefF.  Davis  liimeelf  and 
his  traitorous  cabinet.  i 

Wliile  this  was  the  position  of  members  on 
liii.s  floor,  whiil  was  the  attitude  of  Mr.  Btichaiian 
and  his  ndininistrutioii?   He  cowered  befoio  the 


storm.  Floyd  shared  his  confidence  until  he  had 
transferred  a  large  portion  of  the  arms  to  south- 
ern arsenals,  without  interference,  until  arrested 
in  his  treasonable  attempt  to  remove  the  cannon 
from  Alleghany  arsenal  to  pretended  forts  in 
Louisiana,  by  the  determined  patriotism  and 
courage  of  my  constituents  at  Pittsburg,  and  then 
resigned  because  Mr.  Buchanan  refused  to  order 
Major  Anderson  back  from  Fort  Sumter  to  Moul- 
trie, and  thereby  maintain  the  promise  previously 
given  to  South  Carolina  by  Floyd,  with  Mr. 
Buchanan's  consent,  "that  the  status  of  affairs 
should  not  be  disturbed  in  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton." Cobb  remained  in  the  Cabinet  until  by  his 
financial  management  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  so  low  that  money  could  scarcely  be 
borrowed  at  any  rate  even  to  pay  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  Government,  and  in  that  time  of 
peace  temporary  loans  could  not  be  made  except 
at  most  exorbitant  rates  of  interest.  Thompson, 
while  holding  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet,  journeyed  to 
North  Carolina  to  aid  in  switching  the  old  North 
State  out  of  the  Union,  and  continued  to  possess 
himself  of  Cabinet  secrets  to  be  transmitted  south 
for  the  benefit  of  rebels,  until  his  sensitive  honor 
could  not  endure?  the  alleged  concealment  from 
him  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  tardy  effort  to  provision 
Fort  Sumter.  Meanwhile  the  Pi-esident,  trem- 
bling with  fear  and  overcome  by  tho  threats  of 
rebels,  was  di-agooned  first  into  a,  modification  of 
hjs  last  annual  inessage  so  as  openly  to  abandon 
the  doctrine  of  coercion,  which  greatly  corrupted 
northern  opinion  and  contributed  vastly  to  south- 
ern acceptance  of  the  rebel  programme;  and  then 
for  weeks,  as  if  struck-  with  paralysis,  when  it  was 
proposed  to  do  anything  in  assertion  of  the  right- 
ful and  inherent  power  of  the  Government  to  pre- 
serve itself,  this  weak  and  timid  old  man  per- 
formed a  role  which  lias  covered  his  name  with 
infamy,  and  will  forever  load  it  with  the  nation's 
contempt.  Such  is  my  estimate  of  the  reputation 
of  James  Buchanan,  (once,  I  regret  to  say, known 
as  "Pennsylvania's  favorite  son,")  as  finally  left 
for  the  judgment  of  posterity. 

General  Cass,  in  his  expressions  referred  to  be- 
fore, erred  in  one  point.  He  miscalculated  the 
extent  of  the  evil  done  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  and 
oyeiestimated  the  influence  of  his  imbecility  and 
treachery  upon  the  loyal  masses.  Yet  at  tho  time, 
so  dark  and  protentous  were  the  clouds,  so  gen- 
eral was  public  suspicion,  so  wide-spread  and 
powerful  the  conspiracy,  that  it  seemed  to  be 
hoping  against  hope  to  have  any  cheerful  antici- 
pations when  looking  into  the  dark  and  gloomy 
future;  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  his  patriotic 
heart  was  overwhelmed  with  grief.  On  every 
hand  the  enemy  was  busy,  the  Government  silent 
and  indifferent,  bound  hand  and  foot  by  its  At- 
torney General,  who,  narrowly  paring  down  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  protect  itself,  advised 
the  President  "  that  the  Union  inust  utterly 
perish  at  the  moment  when  Congress  shall  arm 
one  part  of  the  people  against  another  for  any 
purpose  beyond  that  of  merely  protecting  the 
General  Goveinment  in  the  exercise  of  its  proper 
constitutional  functions."  Such  was  the  chosen 
and  deliberate  phraseology  within  which  lurked 
the  fallacious  and  destructive  error  that  our  fathers 
had  constructed  a  Governinent  without  power  to 
preserve  itself  or  enforce  its  laws,  lo  assert  its 
unquestioned  and  inherent  rights,  to  suppress  in- 
surrection, and  save  its  own  existence  from  active 
and  armed  treason;  and  in  my  opinion,  Mr.  Chair- 
iTian,  to  the  enunciation  of  this  legal  opinion,  more 
than  any  other  cause,  arc  we  indebted  for  the  open  ^H 
outbreak  of  war.  When,  however,  the  overt  act  ^H 
was  committed,  the  long-impending  blow  struck,  ^~ 
the  dignity  of  the  Government  insulted,  its  rights 
invaded,  its  power  defied,  and  the  stars  and  stripes 
fired  upon  in  Charleston  harbor,  the  patriotism  of 
the  people,  long  dormant,  and  by  some  supjiosed 
to  be  extinct,  was  electrifiiul  into  life  with  the 
power  of  a  giant,  their  instincts  stripped  off  the 
wretched  sophistries  of  the  ex-Attorney  General, 
the  heart  of  the  people  burst  into  life,  burning 
with  the  sense  of  shame,  injustice,  and  wrong 
which  timid  and  faithless  counsels  had  loo  long 
invited,  and  the  cry  of  stern  judgment  upon  the 
traitors  rang  throughout  the  land.  The  Union, 
plotted  again-sl,and  deemed  not  worth  preserving, 
or  not  capable  of  preservation,  at  once  asserted 
its  supremacy  over  the  national  heart,  and,  safe 
from  the  intrigues  of  the  pliant  and  the  expcdi- 
cnl3  of  the  cowardly,  il  bccumea  nulionni  divinity, 
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which  from  that  day  to  this  has  called  forth  the 
■willing  sacrifices  of  every  true  American  heart, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  its  enemies  are 
extirpated,  and  its  false  friends  consigned  to  a 
just  sentence  of  scorn  and  contempt. 

The  progress  of  events  has  been  steadily  on- 
ward. The  military  power  of  the  rebels  greatly 
weakened,  the  territory  once  held  by  them  vastly 
reduced  and  cut  in  twain  by  our  rescue  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  from  their  grasp,  gradually  they  are 
being  beaten  back,  their  supplies  being  exhausted , 
their  available  forces  constantly  reducing,  and  the 
disaffected  elements  rapidly  increasing.  Upon  the 
ruins  of  their  original  structure  of  government  a 
merciless  military  despotism  has  been  erected', 
which  vigorously  strikes  down  every  opposing 
right  and  privilege,  whicii  has  broken  every  con- 
tract made  with  the  people,  has  practically  repudi- 
ated the  entire  currency,  has  conscripted  the  en- 
tire arms-bearing  population,  and  their  officers 
shoot  down  all  who  will  not  willingly  obey  their 
summons,  broken  up  courts,  and ,  in  a  word,  has 
erected  a  military  organization  the  most  concen- 
trated and  vigorous  the  world  has  ever  seen.  Such 
are,  as  I  believe,  our  enemies;  while  our  Admin- 
istration has  been  ever  scrupulous  of  public  and 
private  rights,  and  has  never  unjustifiably  invaded 
either.  No  man  ever  exercised  summary  power 
more  cautiously  than  Mr.  Lincoln,  none  more 
honestly,  none  ceased  it  more  gladly  than  he  will 
when  the  public  interests  may  justify.  They  who 
denounce  him  as  a  usurper  know  little  of  his  high 
conscientiousness,  and  regard  but  little  that  public 
interest  which  is,  with  him,  the  pole-star  of  duty, 
and  which  now  calls  so  loudly  for  his  reelection. 
Meanwhile,  under  the  unparalleled  financial  man- 
agement of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  our 
Governme.nt  loans  are  taken  with  eagerness,  the 
taxes  are  paid  with  promptness  and  cheerfulness, 
the  Army  is  being  filled  by  reenlistments,  and  the 
heart  and  voice  of  the  nation  are  rallying  more 
closely  and  bravely  around  the  Administration, 
insuring  us  against  triumphs  of  our  foes  in  the 
field  or  our  political  foes  at  home.  Sir,  among 
the  people  of  my  district  there  are  few,  very  few, 
who  are  not  faithful  to  the  nation  in  this  great 
crisis  of  its  need.  The  defection  there,  as  else- 
where, is  confined  to  extreme  pro-slavery  men, 
who  uphold  it  not  only  for  its  own  sake,  but  as  a 
means  of  achieving  partisan  success,  in  shameless 
disregard  of  their  solemn  duties  to  the  country. 
Why  should  slavery  be  upheld?  It  deserves  no 
such  fate.  It  has  long  divided,  distracted,  and 
troubled  us.  It  was  from  the  beginning,  and  has 
gone  on  ever-increasingly  to  distract  and  embroil 
us.  It  has  been,  and  is,  the  great  bone  of  con- 
tention, over  which,  at  last,  we  have  come  to 
blows.  To  save  it  is  to  perpetuate  this  discord. 
To  destroy  it  is  to  secure  the  present,  and  make 

Eeaceful  and  glorious  the  futui^e.  But  it  cannot 
e  destroyed  by  proclamations  alone;  the  power 
of  law  should  be  invoked  to  make  the  destruction 
complete  in  character  and  perfect  in  extent.  It 
must  be  written  in  the  Constitution  that  slavery 
shall  no  more  exist  in  antj  American  State.  Then, 
and  only  then,  may  we  sing  the  requiem  of  sla- 
very. At  present  it  is  wounded ,  deeply  wound- 
ed by  the  blows  that  have  been  given  by  its 
own  friends.  It  bleeds,  but  its  wounds  may  be 
stanched, unless  by  a  staggering  blow  the  people 
utterly  destroy  it  by  force  of  public  and  unchange- 
able law. 

The  principle  of  slavery  is  the  inspiration  of  the 
rebellion,  and  it  is  yet  so  held  and  defended  by 
the  organs  of  public  sentiment  in  the  rebellious 
States.  I  quote  one  declaration:  "So  far  from  be- 
lieving that  slavery  must  die,  "says  the  Richmond 
Whig,  "  we  have  long  held  the  opinion  that  it  is 
the  normal  and  only  humane  relation  which  labor 
can  sustain  toward  capital.  When  the  war  is 
over  we  shall  urge  that  every  Yankee  who  ven- 
tures to  put  fool  on  southern  soil  be  made  a  slave 
for  life  and  wear  an  iron  collar  as  a  badge  of  in- 
feriority to  the  African.  Slavery  will  stab  itself 
to  death  about  tlie  time  the  Yankees  learn  to  tell 
the  truth,  and  no  sooner." 

Sir,  there  is  no  safety  for  liberty  on  this  conti- 
nent, nor  for  free  labor,  without  the  suppression 
of  the  rebellion,  and  the  extirpation  of  the  pesti- 
lent aristocracy  of  opiiion  which  sustains  it, and 
the  complete  conformation  of  our  institutions  to 
the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  I  ndi  pcridonce. 
I  pity  while  1  despise  the  man  in  the  loyal  North 
who  sympathizes  with  this  rebellion,  for  it  is  based 


upon  the  narrowest  and  most  exclusive  ideas.  It 
is  aimed  as  a  blow  at  the  doctrines  which  under- 
lie our  whole  system  of  republican  liberty,  and 
if  successful  it  is  intended  to  be  the  lever  by 
which  European  systems  are  to  be  introduced 
and  established  upon  this  free  continent,  and  by 
which  the  whole  current  of  events,  which  thus 
far  has  tended  to  the  amelioration  of  human  suf- 
fering and  the  extension  of  human  rights,  shall  be 
reversed  and  become  assimilated  to  the  monarch- 
ical and  aristocratic  systems  of  Europe.  The  man 
who  is  engaged  in  tiiis  work  is  a  public  enemy; 
the  man  who  in  this  home  of  liberty  aids  and  abets 
him  deserves  the  execration  of  mankind. 

But  the  object  of  those  struggling  for  political 
power,  under  this  view  of  the  case  can  never  be 
accomplished,  because  the  Union  cannot  and  will 
not  be  restored  except  through  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  war. 

The  rebels  remain  or  pretend  to  be  sanguine  of 
success.  They  are  bold,  daring,  and  impracti- 
cable; they  propose  no  terms  of  negotiation,  and 
will  listen  to  none  except  with  the  fundamental 
condition  that  this  Government  recognize  their 
independence.  This  done,  they  will  then  treat 
concerning  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  in- 
ternational trade,  the  return  of  fugitive  slaves,  and 
the  thousand  and  one  questions  that  would  arise 
between  citizens  of  the  contiguous  Governments. 
Who  is  prepared  for  this?  None,  I  trust,  al- 
though the  peace  policy  advocated  by  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  leads  inevitably  to 
this  result.  The  amnesty  proclamation  of  the 
President  has  gone  forth;  let  the  power  of  the 
Army  and  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war 
follow  until  the  rebels  are  sObdued  and  plead  for 
terms.  There  is  no  other  hope  for  any  one  of  us, 
or  for  any  interest,  outside  of  this".  I  have  no 
especial  anxieties  about  reconstruction  and  the 
questions  which  will  arise  out  of  it.  I  believe  the 
President  has  skillfully  escaped  the  difficulties 
surrounding  the  problem;  ar)d  I  believe  that  the 
people  of  the  South,  removed  from  the  pressure 
of  the  military  power  of  the  rebels,  and  anxious 
to  escape  the  tyrannical  exactions  which  have 
been  laid  upon  them,  will  rally  around  the  old 
flag,  and  under  the  inspiration  of  the  great  lesson 
tliat  has  been  taught  will  reconstruct  their  State 
governments, resume  their  relations  with  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  make  those  relations  stable 
and  secure  by  abolishing  slavery,  the  cause  of  all 
the  evil.  Already  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Mis- 
souri, and  Louisiana  are  treading  in  that  direc- 
tion. Alabamaalso  shows  signs  of  wheeling  into 
line.  The  others  of  our  "erring  sisters,"  re- 
deemed and  disinthralled,  will  in  due  order  of 
progression  follow,  until  finally  we  have  a  Union 
of  reconstructed  States  without  a  blemish  or  de- 
formity, and  every  star  restored  to  more  than  its 
former  brightness  and  glory. 

What  is  to  prevent  this  result, and  why  should 
it  not  be  attained  speedily?  While  southern  con- 
scription has  dragooned  into  the  army  not  only 
the  able-bodied  men  of  proper  age,  but  old  men 
and  boys  have  not  been  spared,  and  they  have 
thus  gone  on  until  nearly  their  entire  force  is  ex- 
hausted, we  on  the  otl>er  hand  have  only  fairly 
commenced,  and  not  more  than  one  fifth  of  our 
available  population  has  been  called  to  arms. 
While  the  southern  finances  have  become  ex- 
hausted, and  the  issues  of  their  treasury  almost 
as  worthless  as  the  paper  upon  which  they  are 
printed,  our  financial  success  has  become  the 
wonder  of  the  world,  and  our  own  loyal  citizens 
have  freely  and  promptly  purchased  the  Govern- 
ment loans  at  par,  thus  furnishing  the  means  ne- 
cessary to  prosecute  the  war  without  borrowing 
a  dollar  from  foreign  Powers.  While  the  south- 
ern army  and  southern  citizens  are  famishing  for 
wan  t  of  commissary  supplies,  the  granaries  of  the 
North  are  filled  with  abundance.  While  com- 
merce, trade,  and  agriculture  in  the  South  are  al- 
most totally  destroyed,  and  by  a  rigid  at)d  vigor- 
ous blockade  they  are  cut  off  from  trade  with  the 
world,  the  northern  States  )icvor  were  so  com- 
pletely prosperous  as  at  this  moment.  Agricul- 
ture, commerce,  manufactures,  and  trade  of  all 
kinds  are  working  up  to  their  fullest  capacity;  the 
peojile  by  honest  industry  and  toil  are  becoming 
rapidly  enriched;  the  ability  to  pay  t;ixes  suffi- 
cient to  lay  a  roundaiion  (l(;e|)  and  broad  (Plough 
to  sustain  the  public  credit  should  the  public  del)t 
quadruple  its  present  proportions  is  ainph;;  and 
with  a  loyalty  of  heart  and  devotion  of  purpose 


they  are  as  willing  as  they  are  able  to  pour  their 
wealth  into  the  public  Treasury  until  treason  is 
blotted  from  this  continent.* 

Why  then  should  any  one  doubt  or  fear  the  re- 
sult? With  the  rebellion  thus  suppressed,  all 
elements  of  discord  removed  by  the  d(;struotion 
of  slavery,  the  national  life  regenerated,  we  may 
safely  anticipate  an  unbroken  and  prosperous  fu- 
ture for  the  Union.  Under  the  influence  of  its 
intelligent  and  educated  labor  wisely  directed,  of 
the  unparalleled  productions  of  which  it  is  capa- 
ble, of  the  wealth  it  will  draw  from  the  Old 
World,  which  shall  be  tributary  to  it,  this  great 
country  shall  become,  and  remain,  under  the 
smiles  and  protection  of  a  kind  and  just  Provi- 
dence, the  favored  spot  of  all  the  earth,  and  the 
asylum  of  the  down-trodden  and  oppressed  of 
every  nation,  where  honest  labor  and  merit  will 
receive  their  full  reward.  There  shall  be  no  bound 
set  in  the  limitless  future  to  the  grandeur,  pros- 
perity, and  power  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

POLICY  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATION. 

Mr.  HERRICK.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  re- 
marks I  design  to  make  upon  the  President's 
message,  I  do  not  propose  to  dwell  upon  the 
manifold  crimes  of  the  present  Administration 
against  the  people  of  this  country.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  expatiate  upon  its  audacious  usurpations 
of  undelegated  power,  nor  to  consider  its  subver- 
sion of  the  rights  guarantied  to  these  States,  and 
its  unwarrantable  interference  with  the  freedom 
of  the  press,  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  the  per- 
sonal liberty  of  the  citizen.  Pleinous  as  these 
offenses  are,  I  charge  upon  the  Administration  a 
crime  of  far  greater  magnitude,  and  one  fruitful 
of  more  numerous  and  more  grievous  evils  than 
all  of  these  together.  The  greatest  crime  tliat  can 
be  committed  by  men  to  whom  the  dearest  inter- 
ests of  a  nation  have  been  confided ,  is  to  make  the 
honor,  prosperity,  and  peace  of  the  country  a 
secondary  consideration  in  their  administration 
of  its  affairs  to  the  temporary  success  of  a  party, 
to  the  political  preferment  and  pecuniary  aggrand- 
izement of  the  leaders  of  that  party.  Compared 
with  this  crime  robbery  is  but  a  venial  sin,  and 
murder  a  trivial  misdemeanor;  for  in  itself,  a 
finamcial  and  military  crisis  such  as  now  exists 
in  this  country  necessarily  includes  and  compre- 
hends both.  The  men  now  havingcontrol  of  the 
Government  I  do  not  hesitate,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
declare  guilty  of  this  high  crime.  They  have  no' 
desire  nor  intention  to  bring  this  war  to  a  close; 
nor  are  they  endeavoring  to  accomplish  such  a 
result.  They  are  making  no  calculations  in  that 
direction,  but  are  shaping  everything  for  a  long 
war.  Plad  they  so  desired,  peace,  with  the  Union 
restored  and  the  Constitution  preserved,  might 
have  been  secured  long  ago,  and  ap  immense  waste 
of  blood  and  treasure  saved.  Every  gallant  soldier 
whose  life  has  been  offered  up  with  humble  pa- 
triotism, a  willing  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  his 
country,  since  the  war  could  thus  have  been 
ended,  has  been  literally  murdered  by  the  Ad- 
ministration ;  while  every  dollar  that  has  been  ex- 
pended since  that  time  to  carry  on  the  war  has 
been  in  reality  stolen  by  it  from  the  people. 

It  is  the  first  and  most  imperative  duty  of  the 
Administration  to  bring  this  war  to  an  end  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  consistent  with  the  ob- 
jects for  which  only  it  can  be  rightfully  waged; 
and  it  is  because  it  does  not  seek  to  do  so,  but  on 

*ThH  fourtli  volume  of  Macaiihiy's  History  of  England, 
chapter  nineteen,  contains  a  very  interesting  account  of  the 
origin  and"  progress  of  tlio  national  debt  of  England.  He 
says  : 

"  Sucli  was  tlic  origin  of  tliat  debt  which  has  since  be- 
come the  greatest  prodigy  that  ever  perplexed  the  sagacity 
and  confounded  the  pride  of  statesmen  and  philosophers. 
At  every  stage  in  tliegrowtli  of  that  debt,  the  nation  basset 
up  the  same  cry  of  anguish  and  despair.  At  every  stage  in 
the  growth  of  tliat 'debt  it  has  been  seriously  asserted  by 
wise  men  that  bankruptcy  and  ruin  were  at  hand.  Yet  still 
the  debt  went  on  growiiij,  and  still  bankruptcy  and  ruin 
were  as  remote  as  ever." 

And  again  lie  says : 

"A  long  experience  justifies  us  in  believing  that  England 
(nay,  in  the  twentieth  century,  be  better  able  to  bear  a  debt 
of  sixteen  hundred  million  pounds  sterling  than  she  Is  at 
the  present  lime  to  bear  her  present  load.  Hut,  be  this  an 
it  may,  those  wlio  so  confidently  predicted  thai  she  must 
sink,  lirst  uniler  a  debt  of  tll'ty  million  pounds  st(vliiig, 
then  under  a  debt  of  eiglily  miliions,  thmi  under  a  debt  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  millions,  then  under  a  debt  of  two 
luindri'd  and  lorly  niil'lions,  ajid  lasily  niider  a  debt  (ifi'igbt 
Inindred  millioni;,  were  beyond  all  doubl  under  a  two  fold 
mislalic:  Ihcy. greatly  overrated  the  pre>sine  of  llie  bur- 
den; lliey  greatly  underrated  the  slrenglli  by  which  the 
burden  was  to  be  borne." 
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the  contrary  continues  to  introduce  new  issues, 
to  multiply  difficulties,  and  to  barricade  all  the 
avenues  to  an  lionorable  peace  under  the  Consti- 
tution, that  it  is  morally  guilty  of  treason  to  the 
people. 

In  reviewing  the  operations  of  the  Administra- 
tion since  the  removal  of  General  McClcllan  from 
the  command  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  many 
events  and  circumstances  are  found  to  justify  the 
assumption  that  the  war  has  been  purjioscly  pro- 
longed to  accomplish  other  objects  than  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion,  the  restoration  of  the 
Union,  and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws.  Yes, 
Mr.  Cliairman,  and  for  even  still  other  purposes 
than  the  enfranchisement  of  the  negro  race,  which 
has  now  become  the  principal  plank  in  (he  war 
platform  of  thePrcsidcntand  hissupporters.  Par- 
ty supremacy  and  the  perpetuation  of  partisan 
power  are  matters  of  paramount  importance  to 
the  politicians  who  now  rule  tiic  destinies  of  this 
nation,  while  military  operalions  are  made  alto- 
gether subservient  to  party  ends  regardless  of  any 
result  affecting  tiie  great  issues  of  the  conflict 
which  involves  the  life  of  the  nation. 

The  war  has  been,  and  still  is,  the  strength  of 
the  political  organization  now  in  possession  of  the 
Governinent;  and  the  ruling  minds  of  that  or- 
ganization fully  comprehend  the  importance  to 
their  party  of  its  continuance.  Without  the  war, 
they  know  that  they  would  be  as  powerless  as  w. 
party  as  Samson  when  shorn  of  his  locks.  It 
may  be  that  in  the  conduct  of  the  war  for  the  last 
three  years  the  Administration  has  done  its  best 
to  overthrow  the  rebellion,  and  that  wo  owe  our 
sad  failure  to  achieve  any  great  results,  after  an 
expenditure  of  lives  and  treasure  unparalleled  in 
the  history  of  modern  wars,  entirely  to  its  im- 
becility; but  to  me,  when  1  consider  the  military 
operations  which  have  originated  in  Washington, 
and  the  efforts  made  by  our  friends  on  the  other 
side  of  this  House  to  exasperate  the  rebels,  oblit- 
erate the  Union  sentiment  in  the  South,  and  mul- 
tiply the  issues  involved,  and  when  I  contemplate 
the  barren  fruits  of  the  sanguinary  conflict  thus 
far,  it  does  not  seem  unfair  to  assume  that  the 
ruling  minds  of  the  dominant  party  have  determ- 
ined at  all  hazards  to  keep  the  war  alive  as  a 
"political  necessity,"  and  as  the  best  means  of 
insuring  them  a  continuance  of  political  power. 
The  immense  volume  of  patronage  in  contracts, 
civil  offices,  and  military  commissions  which 
would  be  lost  to  them  if  the  war  should  be  con- 
cluded by  a  restoration  of  the  Union,  is  esteemed 
by  them  of  far  greater  value  as  political  capital 
than  any  popular  eclat  they  miglit  obtain  by  a 
speedy  extinguishment  of  the  rebsllion,  even 
though  emancipation  should  be  secured  at  the 
same  time.  As  a  means  of  achieving  political  suc- 
cess in  the  approaching  presidential  election  the 
Republican  politicians  have  a  motive  sufficient  to 
im|>el  the  leaders  of  that  party  to  continue  this  ex- 
hausting and  bloody  war,  until  they  shall  have'se- 
cured  at  least  another  four  years'  lease  of  the  gov- 
ernmental machinery  of  the  country,  with  power 
to  further  operate  the  much-worn  printing  presses 
of  the  Treasury  Department. 

I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  that  party  no  in- 
justice in  ascribing  to  it  these  unworthy  motives  for 
continuing  the  war.  All  their  movements  justify 
the  presumption.  Sir,  the  politicians  who  now  dcs- 
jiotically  rule  the  country  with  a  rod  of  iron,  un- 
scrupulous in  their  schemes  to  plunder  the  people. 
North  and  South,  having  found  in  the  warand  their 
war-cry  of  "  freedom  to  the  slave  "a  cement  which 
binds  to  their  car  the  negro  fanatics  of 'the  land, 
as  well  as  the  innumerable  horde  of  public  plirn- 
derers,  contractois, speculators,  placemen,  spoils- 
men, and  "soldiers  of  fortune"  generally,  which 
the  violent  disturbnnce  of  the  social  and  political 
elements  of  the  country  has  drawn  to  the  surface  of 
the  troubled  waters,  have  evidently  determined 
that  the  war  .shall  be  resolved  into  a  jiresidential 
campaign.  All  the  movcnifnts  of  our  armies  are 
now  dictated  by  partisan  motives.  The  subjuga- 
tion of  the  free  people  of  the  loyal  States  to  the 
iibolition  party  yoke,  and  the  .subversion  of  the 
"Constitution  as  it  is,"  have  become  matters  of 
vastly  mor(;  importance  to  the  Administration  tiian 
the  crusliiiig  of  the  rebellion  and  the  restoration  of 
peace  and  fraternal  relations  bcitween  the  two  S(;c- 
tions  of  our  country  now  at  war.  VVIiile  they  evi- 
dently regard  the  continuance  of  this  unnatural 
conflict  as  their  only  hojie  for  prolonged  power, 
tticy  will  never  consent  to  reliiuiuish  the  war  tiiid 


with  it  their  political  supremacy  if  they  can  avoid 
it  on  any  plausible  pretext.  We  can  hardly  ex- 
pect to  find  in  them  patriotism  of  so  exalted  achar- 
acter.  It  would  not  at  all  tally  with  the  past  his- 
tory of  the  party  they  represent. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  because  the  sagacious  and 
unscrupulous  politicians  of  the  Republican  party 
fully  realize  that  the  war  and  its  profits,  as  polit- 
ical capital, and  as  a  pecuniary  resource  for  con- 
ducting partisan  operations,  are  of  more  value  to 
them  than  a  restored  Union,  whose  Government 
they  would  never  be  able  to  control,  that  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is 
"  about  sick"  of  hearing  of  "  the  Constitution  as 
it  is  and  the  Union  as  it  was."  "This  Union," 
remarked  the  distinguished  gentleman  who  is  the 
recognized  leader  of  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
'^  never  shall  be  restored  under  the  Constitution, 
with  slavery  protected."  So,  also,  the  gentle- 
man from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Eeaman,]  and  others 
on  that  side  of  the  House,  have  proclaimed  that 
none  of  the  rebel  States  shall  be  recognized  as 
States  of  the  Union  until  they  amend  tlieir  con- 
stitutions and  abolish  slavery.  Why  not,  Mr. 
Chairman  .'  What  is  there  so  objectionable  in  the 
Union  and  the  Constitution  which  our  fathers 
established  that  should  render  a  sanguinary  and 
devastating  war  preferable  to  their  further  con- 
tinuance.'' Slavery  was  no  impediment  to  the 
formation  of  the  Union;  why  should  it  be  to  its 
continuance?  What  is  there  to  make  the  gentle- 
man "sick"  of  hearing  the  Democracy  talk  of 
restoring  the  glorious  Union  under  which  we  have 
lived  and  thrived,  exulting  in  the  greatness  of  our 
country  as  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of 
the  earth?  The  people  v;ho  have  been  taught  to 
believe  that  our  Government  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  the  abolition  party  are  disposed  to 
repudiate,  is  the  best  that  v/as  ever  vouchsafed 
to  man,  may  well  wonder  why  the  gentleman  and 
his  associates  pronounce  so  vehemently  against 
its  restoration  as  it  was  before  this  accursed  re- 
bellion broke  out.  The  great  secret  of  this  an- 
tipathy to  "  the  Union  as  it  was"  will  be  readily 
found  in  the  fact  that  such  a  restoration  would 
put  an  end  to  their  political  power! 

From  the  foundation  of  this  Government,  sla- 
very has  been  protected  by  the  Constitution,  as  a 
local  institution,  in  all  such  States  as  were  pleased 
to  tolerate  it;  and  yet  our  country  prospered  and 
our  people  were  continually  blessed  as  no  other 
people  under  heaven  ever  were,  until  the  fanat- 
ical philanthropists  of  the  North  commenced  the 
abolition  agitation  which  culminated  in  this  rebel- 
lion, and  souglit  to  encroach  upon  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  slave 
States  who  were  perfectly  content  with  what  the 
Constitution  gave  them.  By  the  Constitution 
they  were  inhibited  from  any  interference  with 
this  matter,  and  had  no  more  rightto  meddle  witii 
the  institution  of  slavery  in  Virginia  than  with 
the  system  of  labor  in  Cuba.  Slavery  in  the 
southern  States  was  as  much  removed  from  their 
interference  by  the  Constitution  as  slavery  in 
Brazil;  and  neither  the  President  nor  Congress 
had  a  right  to  interfere  with  it  in  any  respect, 
otherwise  than  to  proviiVc  laws  for  the  return  of 
fugitives  to  their  masters.  It  is  not  my  design, 
Mr.  Chairman,  on  this  occasion  to  discuss  the 
almighty  negro  or  to  undertake  to  trace  the  ori- 
gin of  tiie  rebellion  to  its  true  source,  with  the  fa- 
natical abolitionists  of  the  North,  who  worship 
the  memory  of  old  John  Brown  of  Ossawatomic. 
as  that  of  a  martyr! 

It  is  sutHcient  to  know  that  a  gigantic  war  is 
upon  us,  no  matter  for  the  present  how  it  came 
about.  The  problem  to  solve  is,  how  shall  it  be 
brought  to  an  honorable  close?  How  shall  the 
further  effusion  of  fraternal  blood  be  stopped? 
How  shall  the  devastation  of  our  country  be 
stayed,  and  the  monstrous  and  needless  expendi- 
ture of  boirowed  money  be  checked  ?  The  honor 
of  the  Federal  Government  must  be  maintained; 
its  integrity  must  be  vindicated,  and  its  suprem- 
acy rcestablisheil  over  every  foot  of  soil  within 
our  national  bordrrs,  while  the  Constitution 
framed  by  the  fathers  of  the  Republic,  which  has 
fallen  into  such  tlisrepute  on  the  olh(!r  side  of  this 
House,  must  be  upheld  in  every  point  that  origin- 
ally formed  the  bond  of  our  Union.  VVc  must 
have  peace-  and  llir  Union.  This  consuinmation 
so"di^vouily  to  be  wished,"  Mr.  Cliairman,  can 
never  be  achieved  by  the  party  now  in  power. 
That  is  plainly  apparent.     It  is  not  the  vocation 


of  those  who  have  done  so  much  to  destroy  the 
Union  to  restore  it;  and  the  people  must  open 
their  eyes  to  that  pregnant  fact.  The  hopes  of 
the  country  are  now  centering  upon  the  efforts 
which  the  patriotic  Democracy  of  the  North  will 
make  in  the  ensuing  presidential  campaign  to  un- 
seatand  consign  to  hopeless  political  perdition  the 
crafty  demagogues,  the  short-sighted  fanatics, 
and  the  remorseless  plunderers  now  in  power, 
who  are  wasting  the  precious  lives  of  the  people 
and  mortgaging  the  labor  of  this  and  many  suc- 
ceeding generations  without  accomplishing  any 
adequate  results.  They  are  constantly  multiply- 
ing the  olijects  of  the  war,  with  an  evident  design 
to  its  procrastination,  while  they  totally  ignore 
the  legitimate  and  constitutional  programme  de- 
clared by  Congress  and  the  President  hi  1861,  and 
boldly  avow  that  they  will  not  have  "  the  Union 
as  it  was,"  or  any  other  Union,  until  slavery  is 
abolished  by  force  of  arms. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  great  Democratic  party, 
whose  policy  for  the  most  part  has  guided  this  na- 
tion in  its  past  glorious  career,  and  achieved  for  it 
all  the  prosperity  and  power  which  attached  to  it 
when  this  unholy  rebellion  broke  out,  will  come 
united  to  our  country's  rescue  in  November  next, 
and  may  God  grant  it  success  in  the  salvation  of 
the  Union,  Thatgreat  party,  whose  unlucky  de- 
feat inT860  has  proved  so  disastrous  to  the  coun- 
try, aims  now  to  bring  this  war  to  a  close  by 
means  of  an  honorable  peace  and  a  perfect  recon- 
ciliation at  the  earliest  possible  moment  that  the 
misguided  men  now  in  rebellion  can  be  induced, 
by  coercion  or  otherwise,  to  lay  down  their  arms 
and  return  to  their  allegiance.  When  they  shall 
be  found  ready  to  desist  from  their  opposition  to 
the  Government,  and  shall  unresistingly  submit  to 
its  laws,  the  party  to  which  I  belong  would  kill 
the  fatted  calf,  and  proclaim  a  general  amnesty 
without  any  such  conditions  as  the  President  has 
imposed,  welcoming  back  to  the  fold  of  the  Union 
all  the  States  disposed  to  return,  with  a  reserva- 
tion, perhaps,  that  the  principal  leaders  of  the 
secession  movement  should  pay  the  penalty  of 
treason.  We  would  not  impair  in  the  least  de- 
gree the  rights  guarantied  to  the  States.  We 
would  have  no  "  reconstruction  "  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments, save  such  as  the  people  might  inaugu- 
rate for  themselves.  We  would  teach  them  by 
our  conduct  toward  them  to  acknowledge  that 
tl'.ere  was  no  justification  for  their  rebellion,  and 
would  afford  them  no  pretext  for  a  defense  of 
their  treason  by  denying  them  any  right  or  priv- 
ilege they  ever  possessed.  We  would  jet  their 
negroesalone,  and  njspect  all  their  rights  to  prop- 
erty, to  free  suffrage  and  equal  representation  in 
the  Government.  When  they  will  accept  such 
terms  we  would  forget  the  animosities  of  this  war 
and  fraternize  with  thein  as  fellow-citizens.  Tho 
Democracy,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  seeking  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Union  to  preserve  our  territo- 
rial integrity,  while  standing  forth ,  as  they  always 
have,  champions  of  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the 
State  governments.  They  would  punish  the  in- 
dividual traitors  who  set  this  wicked  secession  re- 
bellion in  operation,  while  they  would  not  impair 
the  constitutional  prerogative  of  each  and  every 
State  to  regulate  its  own  system  of  labor  and  con- 
trol its  own  social  institutions. 

The  Democracy  are  for  closing  this  war  the 
moment  it  can  be  done  with  honor,  irrespective 
of  the  fate  of  the  negro,  and  regardless  of  its  eft'ect 
upon  the  presidential  election  or  partisan  politics; 
and  herein  we  differ  from  our  abolition  friends  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  whose  interests  and 
political  hopes  are  all  found  in  a  procrastination 
of  the  war. 

The  tard  y  progress  of  military  operations — the 
failure  in  three  years  to  produce  any  practical  re- 
sults bearing  upon  the  legitimate  issues  involved 
— the  frequent  diversion  of  our  armies  to  make 
startling  movements  for  political  effect,  and  to 
perform  such  contemptible  party  maneuvers  as 
that  which  the  President's  late  private  secretary 
recently  undertook  in  Florida  at  the  cost  of  a 
thousand  or  two  of  lives  and  two  or  three  millions 
of  money — these  things,  as  well  as  the  absurd, 
unconstitutional,  and  impracticajjle  fulminations 
of  the  President  touching  the  emancipation  of  tho 
negro  and  tlie  reconstruction  of  Slates  upon  the 
prniciple  that  one  tenth  of  the))eople  may  govern 
the  whole — 1  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  these  things, 
coupled  with  the  negro  legislation  of  this  Con- 
gress, have  convinced  me  that  the  designing  poll- 
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ticians  who  now  wield  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Government  would  not  have  peace  even  if  accom- 
panied by  the  complete  submission  of  the  South, 
until  they  shall  have  tested  their  ability  to  cap- 
ture the  Federal  Government  for  another  term  of 
four  years.  They  want  power  and  not  peace. 
It  is  the  war  and  its  patronage  that  has  consoli- 
dated and  invigorated  the  partisans  of  the  Admin- 
istration and  given  them  the  prestige  of  power 
they  now  wield  as  a  political  organization;  and  it 
is  only  the  belief  of  the  contractors,  speculators, 
office-holders,  and  public  plunderers,  who  in  a 
great  measure  constitute  that  party,  that  the  war 
will  be  indefinitely  continued  under  Republican 
rule,  that  gives  them  the  ghost  of  a  cliance  to 
elect  their  candidate  for  the  Presidency  in  the 
coming  election. 

When  this  Republican  party  first  came  into 
power  it  vi^as  a  minority  party  in  the  country  and 
in  Congress.  The  rebellion  it  was  which  gave 
them  a  majority  in  Congress,  through  the  unwar- 
rantable desertion  of  their  seats  by  the  southern 
representatives  in  both  Houses,  and  they  well 
know  that  the  moment  the  Union  is  restored  under 
the  Constitution — and  I  cannot  comprehend  how 
it  is  to  be  otherwise  restored — political  power  will 
depart  from  them  forever,  no  matter  what  may 
be  the  fate  of  the  blacks.  As  they  were,  in  fact, 
indebted  to  the  rebellion  for  the  acquisition  of 
their  predominance,  so  they  must  depend  upon 
the  war,  and  its  patronage  and  plunder,  for  a  per- 
petuation of  their  governmental  control.  Fully 
realizing  that  their  political  ascendency  must  pass 
away,  never  to  return,  so  soon  as  the  war  is  ended, 
it  would  be  idle  to  suppose  that  they  would  be 
willing  to  sink  their  whole  political  capital  by 
consenting  to  any  peace  at  this  stage  of  the  game. 
As  the  eloquent  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
VooRHEEs]  well  observes,  they  refuse  to  nego- 
tiate, because  they  know  that  negotiation  would 
bring  peace  upon  terms  that  would  satisfy  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  both  sections  and  restore 
the  Union;  but  slavery  would  not  be  abolished, 
and  their  idea  of  a  great  central  Power  to  super- 
sede State  governments  would  have  to  be  aban- 
doned, and  with  it  their  political  supremacy. 
Well  do  they  know  that  when  their  political  sun 
goes  down  at  the  close  of  this  war,  the  memory 
of  their  infamous  rule  for  four  years  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  execrations  of  a  plundered  and  oat- 
raged  people,  while  the  anathemas  of  a  host  of 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  cripples  will  haunt 
them  in  the  obscurity  to  which  they  will  be  con- 
signed. It  requires  no  ghost  to  tell  us  that  the 
Republican  party  will  be  overwhelmed  and  pass 
into  oblivion  when  it  shall  be  deprived  of  the  pa- 
tronage and  plunder  of  this  war,  even  should  the 
"  cohesive  power"  of  this  plunder  prove  equal  to 
the  preservation  of  that  party  from  the  intestine 
war  now  in  progress  among  its  leaders. 

The  maintenance  of  union  in  their  party  ranks 
I  fancy  is  now  a  matter  of  more  concern  to  many 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  this  House  than 
Jhe  crushing  out  of  the  great  secession  rebellion 
in  the  Scuth.  They  are  more  solicitous  to  con- 
ciliate the  antagonism  of  the  partisans  of  the  great 
abolition  and  financial  oligarchy  now  ruling  the 
country  than  they  are  to  liarmonize  the  conflict 
of  arms  which  has  been  draining  the  life-bloodof 
the  nation  for  the  last  three  years;  fully  appre- 
ciating th-9  fact  as  they  do  that  so  soOri  as  the 
sluice-ways  of  corruption  and  robbery  which  the 
■war  has  opened  shall  be  closed  by  an  honorable 
and  conciliatory  peace,  and  the  people,  having  put 
away  tl>e  insane  worship  of  the  negro,  are  once 
more  clothed  in  their  right  mind,  their  occupation 
as  rulers  of  the  land  will  be  gone!  While  the 
singular  fanaticism  which  rules  the  present  hour 
pervades  the  pul)lic  mind,  bearing  down  all  rea- 
son and  argument,  and  riding  rough-shod  over 
the  Constitution,  the  laws,  and  the  rights  of  white 
men,  our  friends  over  the  way  are  having  full 
swing,  and  we  are  powerless  to  disturb  their  sat- 
urnalia of  public  plunder  in  the  midst  of  which 
the  country  is  fust  approaching  the  abyss  of  ruin. 
The  people,  who  are  eager  to  sustain  the  Gov- 
ernment in  putting  down  the  rebellion,  have  been 
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taught  by  the  misrepresentations  of  a  subsidized 
press  and  tlie  falsehoods  of  an  army  of  abolition 
lecturers  and  missionaries  who  have  penetrated 
every  hamlet  in  the  country  to  regard  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  as  the  enemies  of  the  Government 
and  sympathizers  with  the  secession  traitors  of 
the  South.  Too  many  have  confounded  the  Ad- 
ministration with  "  the  Government,"  and  the 
efforts  of  the  abolitionists  to  propagate  the  idea 
that  the  opponents  of  the  President  and  his  policy 
of  conducting  the  war  are  hostile  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  to  the  reestablishment  of  the  Union  have 
been  astonishingly  successful.  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  only  disunionists  I  have  ever  found  in  the 
North  are  the  Republican  abolitionists  who  pro- 
claim, like  the  gentleman  fromPcnnsylvania,  that 
they  will  have  no  Union  under  the  Constitution 
"  as  it  is." 

Sir,  the  Democratic  party  oppose  the  principles 
and  policy  of  the  men  now  in  power,  because  they 
see  that  those  principles  and  that  policy,  if  fur- 
ther pursued,  will  inevitably  destroy  the  country 
by  rendering  it  impossible  to  accomplish  a  resto- 
ration of  the  Union  upon  any  basis  that  will  recon- 
cile the  people  of  the  two  sections  again  to  dwell 
together  in  fraternal  bonds  as  one  people. 

My  belief  is  that  the  salvation  of  this  country 
now  depends  more  upon  the  ballot-box,  next  No- 
vember, than  updn  the  armies  we  have  in  the  field. 
The  decisive  battle  for  the  Union  is  to  be  fought 
at  the  election  polls,  in  which  a  Democratic  vic- 
tory will  be  salvation,  or  an  abolition  triumph 
damnation.  The  stock  in  trade  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  for  this  campaign  is  the  war  and  its 
horrors!  Its  corruption,  patronage, and  plunder 
will  supply  them  with  the  means  to  work  their 
party  machinery  effectively,  and  we  may  expect 
the  whole  energy  and  strategy  of  the  Adminis- 
tration to  be  turned  from  our  rebel  enemies  in  the 
South  to  avert  a  triumph  of  the  Democracy  of  the 
North  in  November. 

Stimulated  with  the  hope  of  a  continuation  of 
the  rich  pickings  which  the  leading  Republican 
politicians  and  their  friends  have  enjoyed,  in  the 
way  of  contracts,  railKiad  transportation,  stock- 
jobbing, and  fat  offices,  growing  out  of  the  war, 
with  the  prospect  of  a  still  richer  harvest  of  plun- 
der in  the  confiscation  of  rebel  estates,  upon  the 
promised  extermination  of  the  white  race  in  the 
slave  States,  their  policy  is  to  nurse  the  war  and 
procrastinate  all  efifective  military  operations  that 
might  lead  to  its  speedy  termination  upon  the  ba- 
sis of  the  Crittenden  resolution. 

We  all  know  that  the  rebellion  can  only  be 
crushed  and  the  war  ended  by  the  destruction  of 
the  armed  power  of  the  confederates.  Their  great 
armies  must  be  overthrown,  dispersed,  or  cap- 
tured, before  we  can  expect  the  rebels  to  yield; 
and  yet  in  all  the  flourish  of  trumpets  we  fail  to 
discover  indications  of  any  such  concentration  of 
the  Federal  forces  a.s  will  be  likely  to  accomplish 
that  end.  The  recent  disastrous  adventure  of  Col- 
onel John  Hay  in  Florida,  where  the  lives  of 
nearly  two  thousand  of  our  soldiers  and  a  million 
or  two  of  dollars  were  sacrificed  in  an  attempt  to 
capture  three  electoral  votes  for  the  Presidency; 
the  late  foolish,  unproductive,  and  calamitous  raid 
of  Kilpatrick,  the  abortive  expedition  of  General 
Sherman,  the  practical  withdrawal  of  our  forces 
from  before  Charleston,  and  the  general  "  scatter- 
ation"  of  our  armies,  while  bogus  State  govern- 
ments are  being  tinkered  up  in  Louisiana,  Ar- 
kansas, and  other  rebel  States,  indicate  that  profit- 
less movements  to  amuse  the  public  mind  rather 
than  vigorous  and  concentrated  efforts  to  destroy 
the  large  armies  of  the  rebels  are  still  to  charac- 
terize the  military  operations  of  the  Administra- 
tion, unless,  perchance.  General  Grant,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  newly-acquired  power  as  lieutenant 
geneial,  shall  change  the  programme  upon  which 
the  spring  campaign  has  been  opened  by  the  Ad- 
ministration. I'he  grand  results  of  this  campaign 
so  far,  are  thus  succinctly  specified  in  the  New 
York  Times,  a  leading  Lincoln  organ: 

"  Four  expeditions,  mid  vvliat  looks  like  four  failures. 
An  expedition  fioin  Jacksonville  niarclies  into  Florida,  and 
Is  driven  back  with  loasi.    General  Slicinian  marches  from 


Vicksburg,  and  having  gone  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
in  his  grand  strategy,  marches  back  again  !  General  Smith 
starts  a  cavalry  expedition  (from  Memphis  !)  to  join  Sher- 
man, and  they  march  back  again.  The  cavalry  under  Kil- 
patrick start  off  to  Richmond,  and  after  destroying  some 
mills,  and  canal  locks,  find  themselves  comfortably  at  Fort 
Monroe." 

Suffering  a  loss  of  three  hundred  men,  several 
valuable  officers,  and  ruining  two  thousand  horses. 
"Thomas  makes  a  tremendous  movement  on  Dalton, 
captures  Tunnel  Hill  and  marches  back  again  !  Now,  we 
have  the  telegraphic  reporters  (those  most  enliglitcned  of 
all  living  generals)  announcing  that  these  aieonly  a  seriea 
of  raids!  Well,  what  was  their  o/);>c(  ?  What  was  to  be 
got.'  They  march  had:  a^ain.  Who  commands  the  Amer- 
ican Army.''  Why,  obviously.  General  Scatteraiion  ;  and 
these  are  his  performances.  He  marrhed  out  five  armies  in 
five  differoiit  directions — not  one  of  them  strong  enough  to 
accomplish  any  definite  ohject.^' 

This  is  a  Republican  brief  of  the  opening  of  the 
spring  campaign.  There  is  som«  hope  that  when 
General  Grant  shall  get  fairly  in  the  harness  of 
his  new  position  as  commander  of  all  our  armies, 
this  sort  of  trifling,  as  well  as  the  bails,  dress 
parades,  and  other  amusements  in  camp,  will  be 
done  away  with,  and  that  effective  movements 
upon  the  enemy's  works  and  forces  will  be  inau- 
gurated under  his  direction,  which  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  more  satisfactory  results.  But  even 
then  we  have  good  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
summer  campaign  will  be  carried  on  more  for  the 
capture  of  electoral  votes  than  for  the  destruction 
of  rebel  armies  and  strongholds.  Political  su- 
premacy, and  not  the  restoration  of  the  Union  or 
the  emancipation  of  the  negroes,  is  the  present 
grand  aim  of  those  who  possess  the  power  to  di- 
rect General  Grant  as  well  as  to  control  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  while  , he  may,  by  his  genius  and 
activity,  beable  to  win  splendid  victories,  and  may 
even  capture  Richmond,  and  drive  the  rebels  out 
of  Virginia,  the  politicians  who  have  so  much  at 
stake  on  a  continuance  of  the  war  will  take  good 
care  that  no  peace  shall  follov/  until  they  secure 
a  naw  lease  of  power.  When  they  shall  have 
triumphed — God  forbid  such  n  calamity — in  the 
election,  the  motives  of  plunder  and  patronage 
connected  with  the  war  will  still  remain,  and, judg- 
ing from  the  past,  we  may  safely  calculate  that 
the  overthrow  of  Jeff.  Davis  and  his  humbug  con- 
federacy will  still  be  a  secondary  consideration, 
and  that  the  war  will  continue  so  long  an  the 
bright  visions  of  financial  responsibility  which 
dazzle  the  eyes  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Stebbins] 
can  induce  investments  in  Treasury  securities. 

We  have  high  Republican  authority  in  the  fa- 
mous "  Pomeroy  circular"  to  justify  our  belief 
that  should  Mr.  Lincoln  be  reelected  to  the  Pres- 
idency not  only  will  "  the  dignity  and  honor  of 
the  country  suffer,"  but  that  in  such  tm  event 
' '  the  war  may  continue  to  languish  during  his  whole 
administration,  till  the  public  debt  shall  become  a  bur- 
den  too  great  to  be  borne ."  » 

This  sentiment,  so  boldly  proclaimed  from  one 
wing  of  the  Republican  party,  is  no  doubt  the 
general  conviction  of  the  country;  and  if  I  read 
correctly  "  the  signs  of  the  times"  a  majority  of 
the  people  will  unite  in  the  same  declaration  at 
the  ballot-boxes  in  November  next,  and  retire  Mr. 
Lincoln  to  private  life. 

Would  the  leaders  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  Mr.  Chairman,  gauge  all  our  legislation 
for  three  years  more  of  war,  if  they  had  any  de- 
sign to  close  it  within  the  present  year.'  The 
country  should  know  and  understand  that  nobody 
here  connected  with  the  Government  thinks  or 
talks  of  winding  up  the  war  for  years  to  come. 
The  idea  of  peace  is  not  tolerated  here  short  of 
the  extermination  of  the  white  race  in  the  South, 
and  a  division  of  the  rebel  estates  among  the  ne- 
groes and  Yankee  speculators.  The  Crittenden 
or  congressional  platform  of  the  war,  as  laid  down 
in  1861,  has  become  obsolete  in  this  latitude,  and 
the  rights  of  the  Slates  to  the  control  of  their  own 
affairs  and  to  regulate  their  domestic  institutions 
must  now  be  entirely  obliterated  before  the  party 
in  power  will  listen  to  any  proposition  looking  to 
peace  and  rtunion.  "  The  Union  as  it  was"  must 
give  way  to  the  abolitionists'  "  Union  as  it  ought 
to  be"  before  the  terrible  slaughter,  the  wicked 
devastation,  and  the  mountainous  expenditures  of 
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this  "  cruel  war"  can  be  nrresled,  if  tlie  people 
fail  to  overthrow  the  ruling  powers  at  the  ap- 
proachingelection.  All  discussion  ofevenn  basis 
of  settlement  is  cut  off,  and  all  tallc  of  an  honor- 
able adjuslment  of  the  issues  involved  in  the  war 
is  stifled  by  tiie  insolent  and  overbearing  majority 
in  Congress,  whose  political  supremacy  depends 
entirely  upon  a  continuance  of  the  war  in  all  its 
gigantic  proportions.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
no  olive-branch,  other  than  the  President's  absurd 
and  unlawful  amnesty  proclamation,  has  ever  been 
held  out  to  induce  repentant  rebels  to  lay  down 
their  arms  and  return  to  the  protection  of  the  old 
Union,  while  the  repulsive  features  of  the  confis- 
cation act  impose  upon  them  the  necessity — ay,  the 
necessity,  of  continuing  to  fight  to  escape  seciional 
humiliation,  personal  degradation,  and  absolute 
pecuniary  ruin  ! 

Think  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  eight  million 
white  men  of  the  "  genuine  breed  and  blood"  will 
ever,  even  though  they  may  be  overcome  by  our 
military  power,  consent  to  reunite  with  us  in  a 
common  Government  upon  any  other  than  terms 
of  equality?  Think  you,  sir,  that  tliuy  can  by 
any  privation  be  compelled  to  embrace  the  con- 
dition which  the  amnesty  proclamation  imposes, 
of  swearing  to  support  the  unconstitutional  negro 
edicts  of  Mrr Lincoln, or  to  yield  support, to  State 
constitutions  framed  under  the  direction  of  ihe 
Federal  Executive,  as  a  condition  precedent  to 
the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  to  representation  in 
Congiess  and  their  relief  from  the  rult;  of  an  ar- 
bitrary military  Government  ?  I  much  mistake 
tlie  southern  people,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  they  would 
not  prefer  the  extermination  our  fiiends  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  talk  of,  to  such  conditions; 
and  I  fancy  if  we  are  to  wait  for  peace  and  re- 
union until  the  rebels  are  brought  to  such  terms, 
millions  more  of  troops  will  have  to  be  raised  and 
new  printing-  presses  will  have  to  be  supplied  for 
the  manufacture  of  bonds  and  "legal  tender"  to 
meet  the  expenditure. 

It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  if  the  President  hud 
desired  to  render  peace  and  reunion  impossible  he 
could  not  have  accomplished  his  purpose  more 
completely  thanhehas  by  the  terms  of  his  amnesty 
proclamation;  for  nobody  will  for  a  moment  sup- 
pose that  tlie  white  men  of  the  rebel  Slates, after  the 
determined  resistance  they  have  made,  will  ever 
consent  to  yield  up  their  jiropertyand  make  oath 
to  sustain  such  unurpations  of  theirconstitutional 
rights  as  the  price  of  the  free  sufiVage  which  be- 
longs to  every  citizen. 

The  President's  assumption  of  power  to  pre- 
scribe conditions  for  the  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise,  by  designating  who  shall  be  voters  in 
any  State,  is  a  feature  in  his  reconstruction  policy 
which  can  never  be  tolei'ated  by  American  free- 
men, North  or  South.  Suffrage  is  a  matter  that  per- 
tains exclusively  to  the  State  governments,  and  no 
"  military  necessity"  can  warrant  the  "  war  pow- 
er" in  encroaehingupon  it  in  any  degree.  Neither 
Congress,  the  President,  nor  any  other  national 
power  is  authorized  to  interfere  in  any  manner 
with  the  free  suffrage  of  the  people;  and  the  Presi- 
dent's amnesty  proclamation  in  this  particular  is 
simply  the  arbitrary  assun^ption  of  a  prerogative 
as  foreign  to  his  powers  as  the  Chief  Executive  of 
the  nation  as  it  is  to  his  attributes  as  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  further  justified  in  assum- 
ing that  the  Republican  party  intend  to  prolong  the 
war  until  the  wretchedness,  poverty,  and  humilia- 
tion ofevcry  man, woman,  and  child  in  the  South  is 
fully  consummated,  or  the  white  race  extermin- 
ated, by  the  circumstance  that  the  President  and 
))is  advisers  have  entirely  lost  sight  of  the  indis- 
putable fact  that  no  union,  however  formed,  can 
be  of  any  value  to  the  people,  or  amount  to  any- 
thing as  a  national  governmental  organization, 
which  i.s  not  made  acceptable  to  the  gr(!at  body 
of  the  white  people  who  compose  the  population 
of  the  now  disaffected  States — so  far,  at  least,  us 
those  Slates  are  concerned.  It  is  perfectly  safe 
to  say  that  no  one  tenth  of  the  voting  fio|)ulation 
of  any  Slate  will  be  permitted  by  the  oIIkm-  nine 
tenths  to  control  its  politics,  if  the  .spirit  which 
the  southern  people  have  manifested  in  ihis  rebel- 
lion iii  any  index  of  their  true  character.  Indeed, 
ihey  would  shame  their  lineage  if  they  should 
Hiibmit  to  any  such  humiliation.  Ajnajority  of 
ihe  peO[de  living  in  the  "reconstructed  Stales" 
proposed  by  ihe  Pn-Hidenl  must  participate,  upon 
I'Cjiiul  lerma,  in  orsjanizing  any  new  Govrniment 


to  be  set  up,  or  such  Government  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  stand  a  moment  longer  than  its  authority 
is  enforced  by  military  power.  Even  when  the 
Federal  anihorities  shall  have  completely  over- 
powered the  physical  resistance  of  the  rebels,  a 
majority  must  then  be  found  willing  to  acquiesce 
and  cooperate  in  ai^y  effective  Government  which 
may  be  set  over  them,  or  a  new  rebellion  for  its 
overthrow  will  be  the  consequence.  All  pretended 
civil  government  in  the  southern  States  will  be 
a  mere  farce  if  external  military  power  be  required 
to  sustain  it  (as  in  Louisiana  and  Alabama,  for 
instance,)  against  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the 
people 

This  war,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  not  been  carried 
on  with  a  )iroper  appreciation  on  the  part  of  the 
Administration  of  the  fiict  that  it  is  a  civil  war, 
and  the  belligerents  fellow-countrymen,  who  are 
again  to  form  one  people.  The  truism  uttered  by 
the  President  in  his  inaugural,  "  that  after  mucii 
fighting  peace  must  come,"  for  the  reason  that 
"  we  cannot  fight  always,"  has  not  been  kept  so 
prominently  in  view  by  the  managers  cf  this  war 
as  it  should  have  been.  We  seem  not  to  have 
sufficiently  regarded  the  fact  that  in  case  the  rebel- 
lion is  conquered,  the  masses  of  the  people  whom 
we  now  regard  as  traitors, and  their  descendants, 
are  to  live  with  us  and  our  children  in  all  after 
lime,  under  a  common  Government.  Fortius  rea- 
son ,  if  no  other,  the  war  should  have  been  carried 
on  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  growth  of  the  rank- 
ling haired  toward  us,  which  the  policy  of  the 
Administration  has  engendered.  The  southern 
soldiers  whom  our  armies  encounter  in  battle  are 
our  countrymen,  with  whom  we  hope  to  reiistab- 
lish  fraternal  relations  in  Government,  trade,  and 
social  intercourse,  so  soon  as  they  cometoareal- 
izing  sense  of  their  wiclcedness  and  folly  in  at- 
tempting to  destroy  theUnionand  setupanother 
national  Government  within  the  territory  of  the 
United  States.  Instead  of  permitting  this  consid- 
eration to  soften  the  asperities  of  the  conflict,  the 
Administration  policy  has  rather  augmented  its 
vindiclivcnessand  multiplied  the  atrocities  which 
have  characterized  its  progress,  as  though  the  two 
sections  of  our  country  now  at  variance  are  tore- 
main  implacable  and  unreconcilable  enemies  for- 
ever! Instead  of  a  policy  of  warfare  intended  to 
secure  the  respect  of  the  misguided  men  who  have 
assailed  the  Government  and  win  back  their  affec- 
tions, through  a  renewed  love  for  our  glorious 
old  Union,  the  Administration  has  deliberately 
adopted  one  calculated  to  mtensify  their  hate  and 
render  indelible  a  harrowing  remembrance  of  the 
wrongs  they  claim  to  have  suffered  at  our  hands. 
Instead  nt'  extending  to  them  the  olive-branch  and 
laboring  to  convince  them  that  their  best  interests 
would  be  found  in  the  Union,  and  that  their  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  as  a  peo]ile  would  be  best 
promoted  by  laying  down  their  arms  and  resum- 
ing their  allegiance  to  the  Federal  Government, 
we  have  rather  sought  to  irritate  and  exasperate 
by  destroying  private  property  in  the  progress  of 
our  armies  through  their  territory,  by  emancipa- 
tion proclamations,by  propagating  negro  equalit}', 
and  by  confiscating  enactments,  entirely  incon- 
sistent with  the  idea  of  future  association  and  in- 
tercourse as  fellow-citizens  of  the  same  country. 
To  me  it  would  seem  as  if  nothing  calculated  to 
generate  sectional  hatred,  arouse  bad  blood,  pro- 
voke a  spirit  of  revenge,  and  stimulate  the  worst 
passions  of  an  excitable  and  sensitive  population, 
and  give  vigor  to  the  rebellion  by  uniting  all  the 
people  of  the  South  in  hostility  to  the  Government, 
liad  been  omitted  on  the  part  of  the  Administra- 
tion during  th(^  progress  of  this  war.  A  different 
]iolicy  might  have  worked  out  a  different  result; 
but  since  we  have  striven  to  provoke  their  hatred 
and  imbitter  their  animosity,  we  will  necessarily 
have  to  deal  wilh  in)placable  foes,  when  after 
much  fighting  we  reach  that  period  of  negotiation 
referred  to  by  the  President  in  his  inaugural. 

Those  who  have  guided  the  Gavernment  in  its 
work  of  devastation  and  confiscation,  who  have 
directed  its  violation  of  the  Constitution  in  stiip- 
|iing  the  southern  people  of  their  rights,  tnid  its 
vioLition  of  God's  laws  of  humanity,  who  now 
urge  ujion  it  the  barbarity  of  exterminating  the 
while  race  in  the  insurgeiK  Slates,  anil  of  desola- 
ting one!  third  of  this  continent,  an;  nothing  else 
than  disnnionists.  They  are  as  much  enemies  of 
ihe  Government  and  tin;  country  as  the  rankest 
secessionists  of  tin'  South;  and  the  jxdicy  of  war- 
fare ihey  advocale  will  do  more  to  prevent  the  res- 


toration of  the  Union  than  all  the  military  power 
the  confederates  can  combine.  In  fact.  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  proclamations  have  already  done 
more  to  recruit  the  rebel  armies  and  sustain  the 
rebellion  than  anything  the  rebels  have  themselves 
done;  and  the  negro  legislation  of  Congress  and 
its  confiscation  enactments  can  have  no  other  elFect 
than  to  render  an  honorable  peace  and  a  restora- 
tion of  the  Union  utterly  impossible,  until, 
through  a  revolution  in  the  public  sentiment  of 
the  loyal  States,  the  present  occupant  of  the  pres- 
idential chair  can  be  constitutionally  unseated, 
and  a  majority  in  Congress  secured  who  will  not 
hesitate  to  set  aside  the  paper  proclamations  ot 
the  President,  and  expunge  from  the  statute- 
book  the  whole  series  of  unconstitutional  laws 
which  have  been  feeding  the  fires  of  the  rebellion 
and  fanning  the  flames  of  secession,  making  rec- 
onciliation, peace,  aiul  union  still  more  dilHcult 
when  the  fighting  shall  be  finished  by  exhaus- 
tion and  we  firoceed  to  the  inevitable  negotiation 
spoken  of  by  the  President  in  his  inaugural. 
There  is  no  use,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  attem|Uing  lo 
escape  the  fact  that  the  great  body  of  the  people 
in  the  rebel  States  must  be  reconciled  to  the  con- 
dition of  living  under  the  Federal  Government 
with  us.  This  reconciliation  would  not  have  been 
diflicult  if  the  war  had  been  prosecuted  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  pledges  of  the  President  at 
its  commencement,  and  upon  the  theory  of  the 
Crittenden  resolution.  The  masses  of  the  people 
whom  we  now  justly  regard  as  rebels  were 
du)ied  into  rebellion  and  treason  by  the  misrej)- 
resentations  of  their  leaders.  They  really  have 
no  ambition  and  no  interests  hostile  to  the  Fed- 
eral Union,  and  if  their  constitutional  rights  can 
be  guarantied  to  them,  it  will  not,  even  now,  1  ap- 
prehend, be  difficult  for  them  to  become  our 
friends,  and  to  learn  once  more  to  respect  the  old 
national  fiag,  and  to  rejoice  as  of  old  in  the  pros- 
perity and  glory  of  our  common  country. 

Either  through  the  severe  discipline  of  the  war, 
the  magnanimity  of  the  Govermnenl,  or  a  ra- 
tional conviction  of  duty  on  their  part,  the  rebels 
now  in  arms  against  the  Union  must  be  converted 
into  true  and  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  Slates. 
When  that  shall  have  been  accomplished,  and 
not  till  then,  peace  will  spread  her  wings  over 
our  now  distracted  country,  and  our  Union  will 
start  anew  to  work  out  for  the  benefit  of  universal 
humanity  the  great  problems  presented  by  a  free 
Government  in  which  the  people  hold  the  sover- 
eign power. 

At  the  outset  of  this  rebellion,  Mr.  Chairman, 
it  is  conceded  that  the  President  was  correct  when 
he  stated  his  belief  that  in  no  State  save  South 
Carolina  were  a  majority  of  the  people  in  favor 
of  the  secession  movement.  There  can  be  no 
qtiestion  of  the  fact  that  the  South  was  carried 
out  of  the  Union  against  the  wishes  of  a  majority 
of  its  people.  Now,  after  three  years  of  bloody 
and  devastating  war,  the  end  of  which  no  man  can 
foresee,  the  people  of  the  seceded  Slates  arc  un- 
questionably very  near  a  unit  in  hostility  to  the 
Government.  What  has  produced  this  change 
in  the  popular  sentiment  of  the  South  ?  Nothing 
but  theproclamations  of  President  Lincoln  and  the 
threats  of  the  Government  to  sweep  away  all  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  southern  people,  and 
to  confiscate  their  property.  Originally,  seces- 
sion was  set  on  foot  by  a  few  political  dema- 
gogues, ambitious  for  power,  with  whom  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  in  whose  behalf  they  professed 
to  act  did  not  sympathize.  But  the  unconstitu- 
tional policy  of  the  Administration  with  regard 
to  the  negro,  who  should  have  been  studiously 
kept,  out  of  the  fight,  and  th(^  threats  of  confisca- 
tion, soon  changed  the  current  of  popular  fueling 
in  the  South,  so  that  the  people  who  at  first  ab- 
horred secession  and  loved  the  Union,  when  they 
discovered  that  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on  for 
the  enfranchisement  of  the  negro  and  the  si^ques- 
tratioii  of  their  property,  and  not  for  the  Union, 
were  driven  for  self-protection  into  the  ranks  of 
the  rebellion  en  masse.  Thus  it  was  that  the 
South  became  united  in  support  of  the  schemes 
of  their  designing  p(>liticians,  and  secession  was 
able  (o  present  a  front  so  formidable  that  with 
all  our  f)OW(!r  and  resources  we  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  penetrale   it. 

In  the  out.set  the  President  himself  professed 
the  Democratic  doctrine  of  non-intervcnlioii  with 
the  negro,  but  the  fanatics  finally  succeeded  in 
getting  him  oil' the  truck;  and  win  n  he  consented 
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to  make  llie  war  a  crusade  for  the  liberation  of 
enslaved  negroes  he  became  answerable  for  all 
the  calamines  that  have  since  fallen  upon  our  un- 
happy country.  Had  lieadhered  to  his  first  po- 
sition, had  he  followed  the  spii'it  of  the  Crittenden 
resolution,  we  should  havelield  theSouth  divided, 
while  the  North  would  have  been  resolutely  united 
in  any  movement  to  crush  the  revolt.  In  such  a 
case  who  can  doubt  that  the  rebellion,  which  still 
rears  its  head  in  proud  defiance  and  still  threatens 
to  ingulf  all  that  remains  of  our  free  Govern- 
ment, would  have  been  nipped  in  the  bud.'  But 
now,  after  a  desperate  struggle  of  three  years, 
which  has  no  parallel  in  history,  involving  an 
unexampled  sacrifice  of  life  and  treasure — after 
depleting  our  country  in  its  youth  and  manhood 
and  pecuniary  resources  to  a  frightful  extent — 
after  suffering  deep  national  humiliation  and  im- 
posing upon  future  generations  a  loadof  debt,  the 
interest  of  wliich  will  swallow  up  an  immense 
proportion  of  the  annual  products  of  the  enter- 
prise, industry,  and  capital  of  the  nation,  we  find 
ourselves  apparently  further  from  a  termination 
of  the  struggle  than  when  it  first  commenced — 
always  supposing  that  the  war  is  to  be  continued 
to  consummate  the  emancipation  and  reconstruc- 
tion policy  of  the  President  and  his  abolition  advis- 
ers, as  proclaimed  from  the  other  side  of  this  Hall. 
Does  history  present  any  record  of  so  sad  a  fail- 
ure on  the  part  of  any  established  Government  to 
quell  a  rebellion  within  its  own  borders?  If  we 
could  even  now  turn  the  attention  of  the  Admin- 
istration from  its  efforts  to  carry  the  presidential 
election,  and  its  pestilent  idea  of  negro  philan- 
thropy, to  the  great  business  of  abolisJung  the 
rebel  armies  and  destroying  the  military  power 
ofthe  secessionists,  we  might  possibly  see  the  war 
closed  and  the  Union  saved  before  the  end  ofthe 
present  year.  But  we  shall  see  no  such  thing. 
The  continuance  of  the  war  is  a  part  of  the  Re- 
publican programme  of  the  election,  and  a  restora- 
tion of  the  Union  would  be  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
hopes  of  the  horde  of  public  plunderers  whose 
vocation  will  cease  when  Mr.  Lincoln  retires  from 
the  presidential  mansion. 

Just  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  to  ask 
what  has  the  freedom  or  slavery  of  the  black  race, 
their  comfort  or  misery,  their  rights  or  wrongs, 
their  elevation  or  depression,  to  do  with  a  war  for 
the  restoration  of  the  Union  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  purposes  of  which  were  so  clearly  de- 
fined in  the  Crittenden  resolutions  of  1861  ?  What 
we  want,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  to  estAblish  the  su- , 
premacy  of  the  Federal  laws  in  all  the  States  of 
the  Union.  When  that  is  done,  what  will  there 
be  to  fight  for?  Shall  we  then  continue  the  war 
to  emancipate  the  negroes  constitutionally  held  to 
service.'  Gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  say  yes! 
Why  not  as  well  war  svith  Spain,  Brazil,  Turkey, 
and  other  slave  nations  to  enforce  the  liberation  of 
the  black  slaves  in  their  dominions?  Why  not  as 
well  commence  a  war  with  the  remainingslavehold- 
ers  in  the  loyal  States,  in  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
and  Delaware, where  the  Presidentdidnolpresume 
to  molest  their  "  property  in  man"  by  his  proc- 
lamation? As  the  fate  of  the  negro,  under  any 
circumstances,  must  depend  upon  the  local  laws 
of  the  State  in  which  he  dwells,  why  not  leave 
him  to  take  care  of  himself  while  we  look  after 
the  interests  of  the  white  race  and  endeavor  to  stay 
the  tide  of  blood  and  carnage  which  has  already 
spread  so  much  desolation  and  mourning  through- 
out the  land? 

Considering  our  immense  preponderance  of 
population,  our  superior  facilities  for  bringing 
large  armies  into  the  field,  our  advantages  of  a 
powerful  and  effective  naval  force,  our  almost  un- 
limited means  to  arm,  feed,  clothe,  and  pay  our 
troops,  while  in  all  tiiese  respects  the  rebels  have 
been  cramped  and  embarrassed,  having  compara- 
tively no  manufactories  of  their  own,  with  their 
seaports  so  closely  blockaded  as  to  almost  exclude 
them  from  obtaining  arms  and  othersupplies  from 
abroad,  have  we  not  made  an  exceeding  poor 
show  to  the  world  of  our  ability  to  conquer  this 
rebellion  by  force  of  arms?  With  all  these  ad- 
vantages—with the  expenditure  of  more  than 
twice  if  not  four  times  the  amount  of  money  dis- 
bnr.sed  for  the  siqiport  of  the  rebellion,  and  the 
sacrifice  of  tens  of  thousands  more  lives  in  battle 
and  by  disease  than  have  been  lost  by  the  rebel 
armies — what  actual  results  have  been  achieved 
in  tiie  way  of  restoring  the  Union?  Aside  from 
tlip  antici|)ated  exhaustion  ofthe  rcbehesources, 


what  assurances  can  we  give  the  people  to-day 
that  this  war  will  not  be  continued  for  years  and 
yearsi  to  come,  and  that  Government  will  not  re- 
quire draft  after  draft  of  men  to  continue  this  har- 
vest of  death?  Do  our  Republican  friends  fail  to 
remember  that  a  defensive  war  was  never  yet 
stopped  by  financial  destitution  on  the  part  of 
those  who  were  defending  their  homes  and  fight- 
ing for  what  they  conceived  to  be  their  rights? 
History  makes  no  such  record.  Whatever  their 
present  will  or  purpose,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  sad 
experience  of  the  last  three  years  proves  to  my 
mind  that  the  men  now  in  power  are  incapable  of 
putting  down  this  rebellion  and  restoring  the 
Union  upon  any  programme  they  may  adopt. 
And,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  view  of  the  unpleasant 
facts  and  cheerless  circumstances  to  which  I  have 
referred,  I  am  impelled  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
vast  army  ofpublic  plunderers,  contractors,  place- 
men, and  "  venal  patriots,"  who  have  been  "  run- 
ning" this  Administration  from  its  commence- 
ment, have  resolved  that  the  war  shall  not  end 
while  they  can  retain  the  power  to  keep  it  in 
'operation. 

Our  constituents,  Mr.  Chairman,  were  lately 
consoling  themselves  with  the  thought  that  they 
had  escaped  a  draft  to  fill  up  the  new  army  of 
half  a  million  men  then  being  organized  for  three 
years'  service.  Not  long,  however,  were  they 
permitted  to  "lay  the  flattering  unction  to  their 
souls"  before  another  draft  was  ordered,  which  is 
still  pending,  for  two  hundred  thousand  more; 
and  when  that  shall  be  supplied,  if  the  present 
Administration  is  continued  for  another  term, 
other  armies  of  like  or  greater  magnitude  will  be 
demanded  over  and  over  again  before  negro  free- 
dom and  equality  becomes  the  "fixed  fact"  so 
prematurely  recognized  by  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Brooks.] 

The  cupidity  of  the  leaders  of  the  Republican 
party  has  overslaughed  their  patriotism,  and  they 
have  evidently  become  more  anxious  how  to  pro- 
tract the  war  without  exciting  the  suspicions  of 
the  people  as  to  the  mercenary  and  personally 
ambitious  motives  which  govern  them,  than  to 
restore  peace,  tranquillity,  and  union  to  our  suf- 
fering country. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield] 
proclaims  that  this  is  an  abolition  Congress;  that 
ours  is  an  abolition  army;  that  the  country  is 
abolition  in  seritiment,  and  that  no  conditions  of 
peace  are  to  be  entertained  which  do  not  concede 
the  complete  abolition  of  negro  slavery,  in  every 
State,  forever !  Other  gentlemen  upon  that  side 
have  boldly  advanced  the  same  theory.  If  such 
a  result  were  possible  without  violating  the  Con- 
stitution and  without  the  sacrifice  of  the  white 
race,  without  beggaring  whatever  of  loyal  people 
there  may  be  in  theSouth,  the  innocent  dupes  of 
the  arch-traitors  who  set  the  rebellion  in  motion, 
whom  we  hope  to  see  once  more  in  the  fraternal 
embraces  of  the  Union,  and  who  will  then  be  ex- 
pected to  help  pay  the  debt  which  has  been  in- 
curred in  compelling'Xhem  to  submit  to  the  laws, 
I  would  rejoice  in  its  consummation,and  so  would, 
I  doubt  not,  the  entire  Democracy  of  the  North. 
Sir,  I  am  no  advocate  or  defendev  of  slavery,  nor 
was  I  ever.  Nor  was  the  Democratic  party  ever 
a  pro-slavery  party,  as  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  delight  to  aver.  Simple  non-intervention  has 
been  the  uniform  policy  of  the  Democracy  upon 
the  negro  question,  and  that  policy  they  would 
have  applied  to  the  conduct  of  this  war;  and  that 
policy  they  would  adhere  to  in  adjusting  the  terms 
of  a  return  ofthe  seceded  States  to  their  allegiance. 
We  would  let  the  people  of  those  States,  as  the 
Constitution  provides,  fix  the  status  of  the  negro. 

If  slavery  is  now  abolished,  as  my  colleague 
from  the  city  of  New  York  says  it  is,  whether 
that  result  has  been  accomplished  as  an  incident 
of  our  military  ojierations  or  by  virtue  of  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamations  of  emancipation  and  am- 
nesty, it  is  not  the  mission  ofthe  Democratic  party 
to  reestablish  it,  as  it  was  not  our  right  to  destroy 
or  molest  it  when  the  powers  of  the  Government 
rested  in  our  hands.  As  a  party,  we  owe  nothing 
to  slavery  or  slaveholders;  but  we  do  owe  some- 
thing tf)  the  Constitution.  Weareasmuch  bound 
to  regard  the  provision  in  respect  to  "  persons  held 
to  service"  as  any  other;  and  so  far  as  that  in- 
strument protects  slavery,  the  northern  Democ- 
racy has  assented  to  its  existence  in  such  Stales 
as  have  been  j)leased  to  tolerate  it  as  a  sysKnii  of 
hibor.     We  had  no  right  to  move  for  its  abolition, 


as  the  party  now  in  power  have  no  right  to  make 
its  extinction  a  condition  precedent  to  a  restora- 
tion of  peace,  union,  and  friendly  intercourse  with 
the  rebellious  States.  The  pro-slavery  stigma 
which  the  abolitionists  have  sought  to  fasten  upon 
the  Democratic  parly  was  always  a  calumny ,  and 
as  such  has  been  repelled  in  all  the  controversies 
that  have  arisen  in  regard  to  negro  slavery  since 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  when  the  quarrel  which 
nowconvulses  the  nation  firstentered  prominently 
into  the  party  politics  of  the  country. 

The  right  of  States  to  control  their  domestic 
affairs  and  to  have  slavery  or  leave  it  alone — to 
abolish  or  continue  it — is  a  constitutional  preroga- 
tive which  the  Democracy  never  questioned;  and 
when  that  right  has  been  assailed  by  fanatics  and 
negro  worshipers,  it  has  been  the  province  ofthe 
Democratic  party,  as  the  champion  and  special 
guardian  of  the  Constitution,  to  defend  that  pro- 
vision us  a  portion  ofthe  fundamental  law  of  the 
land.  Our  efforts  have  ever  been  to  keep  the  ne- 
gro question  out  ofthe  arena  of  politics  and  out 
of  the  halls  of  Congress.  If  the  people  of  any 
State  desired  slavery,  we  were  willing  they  should 
have  it.  If  any  desired  to  abolish  orprnhibit  it, 
we  said,  "Amen  !"  But  our  inability  to  exclude 
the  irritating  controversy  which  the  agltatioti  of 
the  slavery  question  engendered,  from  the  i.=!sucs 
in  party  politics,  and  the  determination  of  our 
opponents  to  make  the  negro  and  his  wrongs,  real 
or  fancied,  a  prominent  feature  in  all  their  po- 
litical operations,  has  brought  upon  the  country, 
as  we  always  predicted  it  would,  disunion  and 
war,  followed  by  dire  calamities  too  numerous 
and  too  mournful  to  recapitulate  upon  this  occa- 
sion. From  a  multiplication  of  these  calamities 
and  a  long  continuance  of  this  cruel,  bloody,  and 
exhausting  war,  I  can  see  no  deliverance  short  of 
ejecting  from  power,  in  a  constitutional  way,  the 
radical  abolitionist^,  who  are  incited  by  interest  as 
well  as  policy  to  prosecute  this  fraternal  strife  to 
secure  political  results. 

The  Democratic  theory  of  this  rebellion  was 
well  stated  the  other  day  by  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Kernan,]  whose  position  was  that  the  States,  aa 
such,  are  not  in  rebellibn,  but  individuals  and 
combinations  of  individuals  have  setup  a  resist- 
ance to  the  national  Government,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment is  striving  to  subdue  them.  The  States, 
as  States,  are  not  to  be  punished  or  disfranchised 
for  the  acts  of  these  individual  rebels,  even  though 
they  constitute  a  majority  of  the  people  in  the 
State  and  have  usurped  the  power  of  the  State. 
The  business  of  the  General  Government  is  to 
overthrow  the  usurpers  and  rescue  the  State  gov- 
ernment from  their  hands;  and  when  it  shall  have 
overcome  the  insurrection,  it  can  punish  the  in- 
dividual traitors  according  to  their  crimes  and  in 
accordance  with  law.  What  we  want  is  power 
to  enforce  the  law  against  individuals.  We  have 
nothing  to  do  with  States,  or  with  their  constitu- 
tions or  laws,  otherwise  than  to  know  that  they 
have  a  republican  form  of  government  and  that 
their  laws  are  in  accordance  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  The  rebel  States  .are 
still  a  part  of  the  nation.  They  have  never  been 
out  ofthe  Union.  Their  ordinances  of  secession 
are  null  and  void.  They  had  no  power  to  lake 
themselves  out  of  the  Union,  and  the  rebels  are 
therefore  still  citizens  ofthe  United  States,  amen- 
able to  Federal  law. 

Sir,  I  repudiate  the  theory  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  that  they  are 
a  foreign  people,  alien  enemies,  and  that  upon 
their  return  to  the  Union  the  southern  States  are 
to  be  treated  as  conquered.- provinces.  I  adhere 
to  the  war  platform  of  Congress  in  1861,  and  con- 
tend that  so  soon  as  the  Government  finds  itself 
able  to  enforce  the  Federal  laws  within  and 
throughout  the  territory  of  any  State  in  rebellion, 
by  civil  process,  that  moment  military  operations 
against  the  people  of  that  State  should  cease,  and 
recourse  should  at  once  be  had  to  civil  authority 
for  the  punish  inent  of  crimes  and  the  enforcement 
of  the  laws. 

In  this  view,  I  cannoi  resist  the  conclusion  that 
if  this  nation  is  ever  saved  from  the  ruin  which 
now  threatens  it,  the  States  must  first  come  again 
together  under  "  the  Consiitutiou  as  il  is,"  how- 
ever "sick"  it  may  make  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsyyvania,  before  a  permanent  adjustment  of 
the  pending  difficulties  can  be  made.  Wheti  nil 
the  States  are  once  again  in  fraternal  communion, 
chastened  by  the  calftmitics  ofthe  war,  and  con- 
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fronting  the  huge  national  debt  which  has  been 
heaped  up  for  future  generations  to  pay,  any  de- 
tects that  may  have  been  discovered  in  the  funda- 
mental law  under  which  we  live  and  under  which 
we  must  thereafter  live  in  peaceful  relations,  and 
in  the  amendnnent  of  which  all  have  a  right  to  par- 
ticipate, may  then  be  remedied  in  the  manner 
therein  prescribed.,  so  as  to  meet  the  present  views 
of  a  majority  of  the  States.  If  need  be  that  Af- 
rican slavery  siiail  be  prohibited,  let  the  Consti- 
tution be  so  amended,  legally,  as  to  prohibit  it  in 
all  the  States.  In  my  view,  this  is  the  only  proper 
and  effective  way  to  get  rid  of  slavery  legitimately 
and  peacefully.  It  would,  no  doubt,  accomplish 
the  emancipation  our  friends  on  the  other  side  pro- 
fess to  be  contendingfor,  without  the  further  shed- 
ding of  blood  or  destruction  of  property.  But  as 
legal  emancipation  in  that  way  would  be  of  no  ben- 
efit to  them  in  this  election  it  is  idle  to  hope  that 
they  will  embrace  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  one  of  those  who  believe 
that  if  the  Administration  had  adhered  to  the 
spirit  of  the  President's  inaugural,  and  confined 
Itself  to  the  objects  of  the  war  as  set  forth  in  the 
Crittenden  resolution,  the  rebellion  would  now 
have  been  at  an  end,  with  the  old  Union  restored 
and  the  vacant  seats  in  this  House  and  the  Sen- 
ate filled  with  loyal  representatives  from  all  the 
States  now  in  antagonism  with  the  Government. 
I  also  believe ,  that  had  the  amnesty  proclamation 
which  accompanies  the  President's  message  now 
under  consideration,  contained  no  other  require- 
ment than  unconditional  submission  to  the  laws 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  would 
have  been  more  powerful  for  the  extinction  of  the 
rebellion  and  the  restoration  of  the  Union  than 
the  half  million  men  who  are  now  being  gathered 
for  the  further  prosecution  of  this  abolition  war, 
and  the  two  hundred  thousand  more  who  are  to 
be  drafted  in  April.  The  effect  of  such  an  offer 
to  the  rebels  would  have  been  to  scatter  their  ar- 
mies, the  rank  and  file  of  which  are  probably  by 
this  time  ready  to  abandon  the  secession  enter- 
prise upon  any  honorable  pretext,  to  avoid  further 
sacrifices  in  a  fruitless  effort  to  acquire  the  inde- 
pendence of  their  so-called  confederacy,  provided 
they  could  return  to  their  allegiance  as  they  only 
honorably  can,  with  their  constitutional  rights 
unimpaired.  I  am  sustained  in  this  view  by  an 
intelligent  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Her- 
ald, who  has  just  returned  from  a  year's  captivity 
in  the  South,  whose  interesting  narrative  was 
published  this  week  in  that  journal.  In  speaking 
of  the  feeling  prevalent  among  the  most  intelli- 
gent citizens  of  the  South  with  whom  he  con- 
versed, he  pays: 

"  Some  of  them  have  also  told  me  that  a  full  and  com- 
plete amnesty  to  all  engaijed  in  the  rebellion,  and  a  repeal 
of  the  confiscation  act,  might  have  a  tendency  to  end  the 
war  Immediately.  'It  you  would  only  do  that,'  said  a 
rebel  officer  who  held  a  high  command,  'I  believe  there 
would  scarcely  be  a  southern  soldier  under  arms  in  thirty 
days.  But  Ihe  last  amnesty  proclamation  of  Mr.  Lincoln 
delfeats  the  object  sought  to  be  attained  ;  for  it  excludes 
from  clemency  the  very  men  who  have  the  power  to  dis- 
perse the  armies.'  'If  a  universal  amnesty  were  pro- 
claimed,' he  repeated,  '  T  believe  there  would  scarcely  be 
a  southern  ioldicr  underarms  in  thirty  days.'" 

There  is  a  world  of  truth  and  sound  logic  in 
this  Ijrief  extract  froTn  the  returned  prisoner's 
narrative. 

The  untenable  position  of  the  President,  that 
the  rebels  cun  only  be  restored  to  citizenship,  and 
allowed  the  I'ight  of  suffrage,  by  swearing  to  sup- 
port an  abolition  proclamation  which  he  had  no 
authority  to  i.ssue,  l)ut  increases  tiie  difficulties 
that  prevent  a  reconciliation  of  the  rebels  to  an 
abandonment  of  their  insane  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence. AUhougii  it  is  probable  that  two  years 
ago  the  rebel  loaders  might  have  .scouted  the  idea 
of  a  "conipromisc."  witli  the  Government,  and 
would  not  have  listened  to  any  terms  of  peace 
short  of  the  recogniiion  of  their  independence,  it 
by  no  means  follows  that  they  would  not  now 
"take  tiie  back  track"  and  pi.rmit  their  States  to 
resume  their  places  in  the  Union,  if  such  terms 
could  Ije  obtained  as  would  leave  thein  in  the  same 
position,  as  to  their  rights  nnderthe  Constitution, 
wliirh  liiey  occupied  at  the  time  they  so  wickedly, 
foolishly,  and  causelessly  resorted  to  arms.  Tiiey 
jiossibly  now  perdive  the  error  of  their  move- 
ment, and  would,  perhaps,  return  at  once  if  a  way 
were  opened  fur  them  to  conciliation  without  deg- 
radation. They  are  now  holding  out  against  a 
Government  which  threatens  their  extermination; 
which  exacts  of  them  a  sacrifice  of  their  property; 


which  imposes  upon  them  degrading  conditions, 
and  proposes  to  overturn  their  entire  social  sys- 
tem, demanding  of  them  an  oath  to  relinquish 
their  property,  their  constitutional  rights,  and  to 
yield  support  to  State  governrnents  organized  by 
one  tenth  of  their  population!  Can  we  expect 
that  they  will  submit  to  such  repulsive  conditions.' 
Ought  we  to  expect  it .'  Their  only  alternative  is 
to  fight  on  until  more  acceptable  terms  are  offered; 
and  that,  I  apprehend,  is  more  satisfactory  to  the 
blood-thirsty  politicians  who  are  "  running"  this 
Administration  than  would  be  their  most  abject 
submission,  for  it  insures  a  continuance  of  the 
war,  and  supplies  them  with  political  capital  for 
the  important  election  now  before  us. 

This  glorious  Union,  so  long  the  pride  and 
glory  of  the  friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
throughout  the  world,  founded  in  compromise, 
concession,  and  conciliation,  maintained  in  like 
manner  for  three  quarters  of  a  century,  and  which 
can  only  be  perpetuated  upon  the  same  just  prin- 
ciples, is  now  sought  to  be  sustained,  not  by  the 
willing  support  and  free  consent  of  a-majority  of 
the  people,  but  by  an  unyielding  proscription  of 
one  section,  by  despotic  edicts,  and  by  a  total 
disregard  of  the  rights,  interests,  and,  I  will  say, 
prejudices,  which  our  fathers  thought  it  expedi- 
ent to  recognize,  consult,  regard,  and  conciliate, 
when  constructing  the  Constitution  which  se- 
cured to  us  the  best  Government  the  world  ever 
saw.  To  be  entitled  to  the  protection  of  that 
Constitution,  the  work  alike  of  the  North  and  the 
South,  and  to  share  in  the  blessings  which  it 
showers  upon  all  who  repose  beneath  the  shadow 
of  our  flag,  the  people  of  one  section  of  our  ter- 
ritory, loyal  men  as  well  as  rebels,  are  required 
by  the  Administration  not  only  to  yield  up  their 
property,  but  to  swear  that  they  will  support  the 
unauthorized,  oppressive,  and  unconstitutional 
edicts  of  the  President,  which  they  abhor.  The 
fiat  of  abolition  has,  however,  gone  forth,  and 
tiie  people  are  notified  by  the  organs  of  the  Ad- 
ministration upon  this  floor  that  so  long  as  a  ne- 
gro remains  in  bondage  the  war  must  progress, 
and  the  red  harvest  of  death  be  continued.  Civil 
liberty  is  now  dethroned.  State  constitutions  and 
State  laws  are  overridden,  while  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution is  nullified  and  the  laws  of  Congress  set 
aside  under  the  plea  of  "military  necessity" 
whenever  they  are  found  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
the  plans  and  policy  of  the  Administration.  No 
man's  rights  are  safe  from  encroachment,  and 
personal  liberty,  in  loyal  as  well  as  rebel  States, 
depends  upon  the  will  of  the  despots  who  have 
set  aside  the  Constitution,  ignored  the  laws,  and 
usurped  arbitrary  power.  There  is  no  habeas 
corpus,  and  there  is  no  citizen  in  any  State  who 
is  not  liable  to  arrest  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or 
nightwithoutlegal  process, withoutbeing  charged 
with  any  offense  or  crime,  without  being  apprised 
of  the  cause  of  his  arrest  or  being  allowed  to  in- 
form his  friends  of  the  fact  of  his  being  in  cus- 
tody. He  is  audaciously  kidnapped  and  incar- 
cerated in  some  remote  fcirtification  or  prison. 
He  suddenly  disappears  from  among  his  friends, 
is  mysteriously  absent  from  his  business,  nobody 
knowing  what  has  become  of  him.  His  family 
are  in  distress,  and  days  pass  before  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  he  has  been  stealthily  spirited  away 
by  the  minions  of  power  and  imprisoned  in  Fort 
La  Fayette,  the  Old  Capitol,  or  some  other  bastilc 
where  the  victims  of  the  reigning  despotism  are 
kept  in  close  confinement  until  it  pleases  the  pow- 
ers that  be  to  discharge  them,  with  or  without 
trial  as  they  may  please.  Cases  of  this  kind, 
Mr.  Chairman,  are  too  numerous  and  too  well 
known  to  particularize,  and  very  many  more  than 
have  been  made  public  have  tianspired. 

Sir,  the  remedy  for  these  evils  and  the  only 
escape  from  the  despotisiri  that  now  holds  sway 
is  first  to  be  sought  at  the  ballot-box  in  the  great 
political  contest  now  before  the  country.  The 
peaceful  strife  at  the  polls  in  November  will  be 
pregnant  with  more  important  results  to  this  coun- 
try and  the  cause  of  civil  liberty  throughout  the 
world  tlian  all  the  bloody  battles  that  have  been 
or  may  be  fouglit  in  our  efforts  to  subjugate  the 
South  and  give  freedom  to  the  negro  race.  If  the 
people  fail  in  this  constitutional  mode  to  rescue 
the  Govertiment  from  the  iiands  of  those  who  now 
wield  its  power,  and  leave  the  country  to  suffer 
four  years  more  of  the  policy  that  now  prevails, 
I,  for  one,  shall  cease  to  hope  for  anything  short 
of  the  uiter  ruin  of  the  Atnrrican  Republic, 


THK  REBELLIOJJ. 

Mr.  ECKLEY.  More  than  three  months  have 
elapsed  since  we  first  met  as  members  of  the 
Thirty-Eighth  Congress.  During  that  time  I  have 
heard  what  has  been  said,  and  witnessed  what  has 
been  done.  No  Congress  ever  met  witli  greater 
responsibilities.  A  war,greaterin  magnitude  than 
any  the  world  ever  saw,  is  raging  around  us,  deal- 
ing out  its  untold  calamities,  and  leaving  behind 
a  train  which  the  pen  of  the  historian  will  grow 
weary  in  attempting  to  describe,  and,  sick  and  dis- 
couraged, will  give  it  up  in  despair.  But  if  reason 
had  ruled  our  counsels,  and  able,  faithful,  and 
patriotic  men  had  been  intrusted  with  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Government,  this  war  with  its  long 
train  of  evils  co.uld  have  been  avoided. 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  States 
now  in  rebellion  had  been  preparing  for  the  over- 
throw of  the  Government.  Through  the  means 
ofa  powerful  political  organization  they  had  done 
much  toward  effecting  their  diabolical  purpose. 
By  that  means  they  had  annexed  Texas,  had  in- 
augurated a  war  with  Mexico,  had  attempted  to 
spread  African  slavery  over  all  our  Territories, 
had  tried  to  keep  young  California  out  of  the 
Union  as  a  free  State,  and  had  broken  up  that 
time-honored  compact,  the  Missouri  compromise, 
that  the  black  pall  of  human  slavery  might  over- 
shadow the  virgin  plains  of  Kansas,  and  had  held 
up  the  threat  of  civil  war  as  the  consequence  of 
opposition  to  these  measures. 

The  fearless  love  of  freedom  of  the  bold  adven- 
turers on  the  Pacific  coast  for  a  lime  postponed 
the  evil  hour  by  the  formation  of  a  free  State  with- 
out the  aid  of  Congress.  The  vigorous  emigration 
to  the  fertile  and  inviting  regions  of  Kansas  drove 
out  the  hordes  of  bandits  and  lawless  vagrants 
who,  as  the  emissaries  ofthe  southern  States, were 
attempting  by  violence  to  carry  out  the  folly  of 
Congress  and  defeat  the  will  of  the  people  of  that 
Territory  by  trampling  down  their  most  sacred 
rights,  which  were  guarantied  to  them  by  the  Con- 
stitution ,and  secured  as  an  inheritance  by  the  God 
of  their  fathers.  In  despite  of  their  organized  ban- 
dits, their  acts  of  lawlessness,  of  fraud,  perjury, 
and  murder,  she  emerged  from  the  flames  puri- 
fied by  the  fire,  and  laid  at  the  feet  of  the  Govern- 
ment her  free  institutions,  and  demanded  a  place 
in  the  sisterhood  of  States,  with  a  constitution 
prohibiting  slavery  forever. 

The  southern  States  were,  through  the  means 
of  southern  conventions,  attempting  to  control 
the  commerce  ofthe  country  and  to  prevent  their 
people  from  trading  in  northern  cities.  Southern 
men  were  seeking  seats  in  Congress  for  the  avowed 
pur|)ose  of  bringing  about  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union.  While  these  things  were  taking  place  a 
close  political  organization  governed  the  Demo- 
cratic party  both  North  and  South.  They  acted 
together  and  voted  side  by  side.  If  one  faltered 
he  was  denounced  and  expelled  from  his  party. 

The  unprecedented  acts,  the  revolutionary 
measures  of  the  South,  alarmed  the  North,  and 
they  attempted  to  arrest  them  in  their  wild  and 
dangerous  conduct,  proposing  no  meansnot  clear- 
ly within  the  Constitution;  for  they  had  a  right 
to  say  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  unwise, 
that  a  war  should  be  avoided,  and  that  our  Terri- 
tories should  be  free. 

These  eventful  things  had  now  passed,  and  the 
shock  of  the  excitement  had  not  impaired  the 
power  of  the  Government.  Its  departments,  ex- 
ecutive, legislative,  and  judicial,  were  in  full  force. 
Through  the  political  organization  of  southern 
rebels  and  northern  Democrats  every  department 
of  the  Government  was  under  their  control  when 
approaciied  the  great  struggle  of  1860. 

History  has  already  recorded  the  misplaced  and 
betrayed  confidence  of  the  country.  At  this  im- 
portant time  the  robber's  hand  held  the  purse- 
string.s  of  the  nation;  thieves  occupied  the  Cabi- 
net; treason  unrebuked  boldly  proclaimed  itself 
in  the  Senate  and  in  the  House;  weak  imbecility 
filh'd  the  Executive  Chair,  and  corruption  stalked 
boldly  forth  at  noonday. 

In  this  condition  of  things  came  the  day  of  po- 
litical trial,  when,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution,  the  present  able  and  patriotic 
Chief  Magistrate  was  chosen  President  ofthe  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  power  departed  from  theSouth. 
The  southern  States  now  set  about  tiieir  diabol- 
ical work.  One  after  another  they  declared  their 
ordinance  of  secession,  placed  themselves  in  open 
hostility  to  the  Government,  disregarding  its  laws 
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and  defying  its  power.  Civil  war  had  actually 
commenced,  and  Sumter  was  reduced.  The  Pres- 
ident elect,  amid  threats  of  assassination,  reached 
the  capital,  and  organized  his  Administration; 
but  the  Treasury  had  been  robbed,  our  arsenals 
were  empty,  our  Navy  scattered,  while  the  cap- 
ital itself  was  beleaguered  and  threatened  by  an 
army  of  rebels. 

During  this  eventful  chapter  of  high-handed, 
bold,  and  treasonable  designs,  neither  the  Presi- 
dent, Senator,  or  Representative  sounded  any  note 
of  alarm,  or  employed  any  means,  or  sought  any 
aid,  to  arrest  the  murderous  hand,  now  raised  to 
take  the  life  of  the  Government  and  plunge  us  into 
civil  war.  What  patriot  but  must  blush  at  con- 
duct such  as  this?  What  American  but  regrets 
the  day  when  such  a  party  held  the  power  of  the 
Government?  And  what  philanthropist  that  will 
not  weep  as  he  looks  over  the  graves  of  the  mighty 
dead,  visits  the  scenes  of  deadly  conflict,  or  pon- 
ders over  the  broken  circles  and  bereaved  hearth- 
stones of  those  who  have  suffered  by  this  terrific 
virar,  which  might  have  been  prevented  by  the 
party  then  in  power?  A  party  that  now  coolly 
asks  to  be  reinstated  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government;  that  proposes  to  restore  a  country  it 
has  distracted;  to  give  peace  to  a  weary  people 
that  it  had  broken  up;  to  enforce  the  laws,  the 
majesty  of  which  they  had  disregarded,  and  re- 
store a  Constitution,  the  power  of  which  they  had 
contemned.  But  how  do  they  propose  to  do 
it?  By  a  dishonorable  compromise,  giving  up  the 
•ontest,  and  recognizing  the  independence  of  the 
southern  confederacy.  Such  a  profanation  of  the 
temples  of  civil  liberty  could  receive  naught  but 
the  indignant  scorn  of  the  American  people;  the 
heart  would  sicken  at  the  spectacle;  the  world 
would  judge  us  unworthy  of  free  government; 
and  the  doom  of  anarchy  and  ruin  would  be  our 
inheritance;  while  the  progenitors  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  such  a  Government  as  this  would  live  in 
history  as  the  Ephesian  incendiary,  immortal  in 
infamy.  They  would  take  their  places  side  by 
side  with  Cromwell,  Catiline,  and  Judas,  would 
live  despised  by  the  good  and  the  great,  scorned 
by  the  world,  and  at  wliom  the  beasts  as  they 
passed  would  turn  up  their  noses  in  disgust. 

The  commotion  in  the  country  indicated  its 
only  course,  that  was,  to  bury  past  political  dif- 
ferences and  Tjtiite  all  parties  in  putting  down  the 
rebellion.  The  Republicans,  then  holding  the  po- 
litical power  in  most  of  the  northern  Slates,  aban- 
doned their  organization,  and  with  them  united 
many  loyal  Democrats  and  what  remained  of  the 
American  party,  and  formed  the  Union-party  that 
holds  now  and  is  destined  to  hold  the  power  in 
this  Government. 

The  remnant  of  the  Democratic  party,  such  as 
is  represented  on  the  other  side  of  this  Plall,  re- 
fused to  coalesce  to  save  the  country.  Party  with 
them  was  paramount  to  every  other  considera- 
tion." They  had  been  weakened  in  the  North  by 
the  loss  of  the  loyal  men  that  had  acted  with 
them.  They  were  further  divided  by  the  acts  of 
the  rebel  Slates.  Their  great  power  was  in  the 
South.  And  the  northern  and  southern  wings 
were  now  separated  from  each  other.  In  battle 
array  stood  great  armies  between  them;  yet  who 
has  not  marked  the  wonderful  coincidence  of 
thought  and  expression  of  the  remote  sections  of 
this  great  party?  The  South  claimed  that  they 
possessed  the  constitutional  right  of  secession; 
and  Mr.  Buchanan  said  the  Government  had  no 
power  to  coerce.  Jefferson  Davis  charged  that 
our  Army  went  South  to  murder  and  plunder; 
and  it  is  repeatedjiere  that  the  mission  of  our 
Army  was  blood  and  famine.  Davis  said  that  the 
arrest  of  citizens  was  a  violation  of  their  consti- 
tutional rights;  it  is  repeated  from  this  Hall  that 
arbitrary  arrests  are  uncotTstitiitionul.  Davis  said 
that  the  suspension  of  the  writof /taieas  corpushy 
the  President  was  without  the  shadow  of  author- 
ity;  and  we  hear  it  declared  here  that  the  only 
safeguard  of  the  citizen's  liberty  has  been  tram- 
pled down.  Thesouthcrn  rebels  say  that  our  re- 
sources are  exhausted,  and  that  bankruptcy  was 
staring  us  in  the  face.  The  same  thing  is  ampli- 
fied in  this  House.  '  Mr.  Voorhees  said: 

"  Our  fiill  from  bounding  wealth  anil  unlimited  resources 
to  pincliud  and  slirunkeii  poverty  and  cowering  bankruptcy, 
U  as  certain  and  as  fatal  under  our  present  policy  as  tlie 
fall  of  Lucifer,  tlin  morning  star,  from  heaven." 

The  rrbela  say  that  the  President  is  exercising 
a  more  denpolic  power  than  any  crowned  head  of 


Europe.     It  is  said  in  this  House  by  Mr.  Voor- 
hees that — 

"  It  will  not  b(!  long  if  our  present  career  is  unchecked 
until  the  terms  dictator,  king,  and  emperor  will  be  as 
familiar  in  Washington  as  in  the  palace  of  St.  Cloud." 

The  members  of  the  confederate  congress  say 
the  South  is  powerfully  supported  in  the  North 
by  the  conservative  Democratic  element  that  will 
come  to  their  relief.  It  is  said  here  by  Mr.  Voor- 
hees: 

"And  I  here  to-day,  in  thespiritof  one  who  expects  and 
desires  his  posterity  and  theirs  to  live  together  in  the  an- 
cient and  honorable  friendship  of  their  lathers,  warn  the 
southern  people  not  to  look  forward  to.separation  and  in- 
dependence, but  to  embrace  every  opportunity  for  cooper- 
ation with  the  conservative  men  of  the  North,  who  will 
aid  with  their  lives,  if  need  be,  to  secure  them  all  their 
rights  and  institutions  as  free  and  equal  citizens  of  the 
United  States." 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  declares  that  the 
North,  distracted,  exhausted,  and  impoverished, 
will,  through  the  agency  of  a  strong  conservative 
element  in  the  free  States,  soon  treat  with  them 
on  acceptable  terms.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  declares  that  "  we 
will  have  to  treat  with. the  rebels,  that  the  war 
was  commenced  without  cause,  and  continued 
without  glory,  and  will  end  in  disintegration  and 
destruction  if  carried  on  for  another  Administra- 
tion. Peace  must  come!"  Davis  said  in  a  speech 
before  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  that  "  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river  our  prospects  are  brighter 
than  ever  before,  and  ere  long  he  hoped  that  we 
would  be  enabled  to  proclaim  Missouri  free. 
Kentucky,  too,  was  an  object  of  solicitude  to 
him,  and  he  spoke  of  her  gallant  people  in  the 
kindest  and  most  commendable  terms."  And 
my  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  C.  A.  White]  earn- 
estly declares  that  "we  can  never  conquer  the 
South,  and  we  must  compromise."  The  rebels 
charge  that  "this  is  an  inhuman  war  waged 
against  the  institutions  of  the  South;"  and  forty- 
two  members  of  this  House  solemnly  resolve  that 
this  is  an  inhuman  war,  and  they  might  have 
added  the  words  of  Mr.  Fernando  Wood,  "  com- 
menced without  cause  and  prosecuted  without 
glory." 

I  might  collect  the  sentiments  of  those  at  Rich- 
mond and  here  until  I  could  fill  a  volume,  in  which 
the  most  discriminating  mind  could  not  detect  a 
difference.  Indeed,  a  stranger,  if  he  listened  to 
the  debates  here,  would  think  himself  in  the  con- 
federate congress.  I  do  not  believe  that  if  these 
Halls  were  occupied  to-day  by  Davis,  Toombs, 
Wigfall,  Rhett,  and  Pryor,  they  could  add  any- 
thing to  the  violence  of  assault,  the  falsity  of  ac- 
cusation, or  the  malignity  of  attack  with  which 
the  GoverniTient  has  been  assailed,  and  the  able, 
patriotic,  and  devoted  men  who  are  charged  with 
its  administration  have  been  maligned  in  both 
ends  of  the  Capitol.  The  closing  scenes  of  the 
Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  the  treasonable  declara' 
tions  there  made,  contain  nothing  that  we  cannot 
hear  in  the  freedom  of  debate  without  going  to 
Richmond  or  to  inecampsof  treason,  where  most 
of  the  actors  in  those  scenes  are  now  in  arms 
against  us. 

Many  of  the  errors  of  our  lives  are  attributed 
to  the  weakness  of  our  nature,  the  impressions  of 
association,  and  the  early  influence  of  education. 
It  has  much  to  do  in  forming  our  characters  and 
making  us  useful  and  wise.  The  same  causes 
may  produce  the  converse  of  these.  None  under- 
stood that  better  than  did  the  southern  politicians. 
For  more  than  half  a  century  they  had  labored, 
and  not  without  success,  to  indoctrinate  the  coun- 
try in  the  baneful  doctrines  enunciated  in  the  cele- 
brated Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolutions  of 
1798,  which  contained  the  veriest  poison  to  stable 
government,  and  was  nothing  more  and  nothing 
less  than  the  doctrine  of  secession,  as  claimed  by 
the  rebel  States. 

For  years  the  Democratic  party  had  exhumed 
this  heresy  from  the  rubbish  to  which  the  good 
sense  of  mankind  had  consigned  it,  and  through 
the  influence  of  southern  politicians  made  it  a  car- 
dinal doctrine  of  their  political  faith.  I  propose 
to  read  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  convention 
that  nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  in  1856: 

"That  the  Democratic  party  will  faithlully  abide  by  and 
uphold  the  principh.'S  laid  down  in  tlie  Kentucky  and  Vir- 
ginia resolutions  of  1798,  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Madison, 
made  to  the  Virginia  Legit^latur<?  in  1799;  that  it  adopts 
these  principles  as  constituting  one  of  liie  main  foundations 
of  its  political  creed,  and  is  resolved  to  carry  lliem  out  in 
their  ebvious  meaning  and  import."' 


The  party  that  could  solemnly  pledge  itself  to 
the  support  of  such  a  doctrine,  so  dangerous  and 
treasonable  as  that,  is  to  be  deplored.  When  it 
was  yet  young,  its  fearful  character  called  out 
from  the  shades  of  retirement,  in  the  evening  of 
his  eventful  and  honorable  life,  that  stern  patriot 
and  orator,  Patrick  Henry,  that  he  might  cause 
to  be  wiped  from  the  records  of  his  own  Common- 
wealth that  foul  stain  that  the  traitor's  hand  had 
placed  upon  it.  Before  he  accomplished  the  work 
of  regeneration  he  died.  The  resolutions  lived, 
nursed  and  fostered  by  a  political  party  and  used 
asashield  and  protection  for  every  traitor  that  was 
found  defying  the  power  of  the  Government.  To- 
day we  are  reaping  their  bitterfruits.  The  fields  of 
carnage,  the  scenes  of  blood,  the  bereaved  widow, 
the  weeping  maiden ,  and  the  heart-broken  orphan, 
all  point  you  to  the  fruits  of  the  doctrine  of  seces- 
sion contained  in  that  damnable  heresy  that  to-day 
the  rebel  States  are  attempting  to  carry  out  by  the 
physical  power  of  arms.  Up  to  this  hour  the 
Democratic  party,  though  divided,  have  not  re- 
canted, either  North  or  South,  this  treasonable 
doctrine.  There  it  stands,  as  much  the  creed  of 
that  party  to-day  as  it  was  the  day  they  proclaimed 
it  to  the  world.  No  one  can  fail  to  see  the  evil 
consequencesof  such  a  doctrine  when  carried  into 
practice.  It  was  conceived  in  fraud  and  it  closes 
in  blood.  For  its  wickedness  it  is  doomed  to  per- 
ish, and  with  it  shall  perish  also  its  advocates. 
The  justice  of  the  world,  the  peace  of  mankind, 
and  the  judgment  of  experience  have  doomed 
them  to  political  death,  and  that  host  of  conquer- 
ing heroes  who  now  hold  every  field  on  which 
their  gallantry  was  displayed  or  glory  won,  will 
consign  them  to  a  sepulcher  so  deep  that  the  hand 
of  resurrection  will  never  reach  them. 

Another  reason  is  given  why  we  should  submit 
to  dishonorable  terms  of  compromise:  that  is, 
the  pecuniary  difliculties  and  the  inability  of  the 
Government  to  carry  on  the  war;  an  allegation 
that  is  not  true.  It  is  as  dangerous  to  our  pros- 
pects to  declare  that  we  must  call  back  our  armies 
because  we  have  not  bread  to  feed  them  or  gar- 
ments to  clothe  them  as  it  is  to  declare  that  we 
have  not  men  to  continue  the  contest.  Either 
would  be  injurious,  and  both  are  false.  We  have 
both  men  and  means.  Our  whole  agricultural 
region  is  full;  our  factories  and  workshops  sup- 
ply our  wants  and  glut  the  market  beside  with 
their  surplus.  Indeed,  sir,  we  could  withstand 
a  famine  almost  as  long  as  that  which  God  sent 
on  Canaan.  Our  hills  are  covered  with  our  gam- 
boling flocks,  and  our  valleys  are  musical  with 
the  lowing  of  our  herds;  our  storehouses  groan 
beneath  their  loads  of  cereal  grains;  our  fields 
are  green  with  hope  and  promise;  and  a  mil- 
lion of  men  but  await  the  call  of  their  country 
to  put  on  the  panoply  of  war.  The  most  for- 
midable navy  the  world  ever  saw  rides  out  upon 
the  ocean,  guarding  our  four  thousand  miles  of 
coast,  and  protecting  our  commerce  on  every  sea. 
Our  material  resources  are  so  great  that  they  as- 
tonish even  ourselves.  A  country  so  vast  in 
magnitude,  so  fertile  in  productions,  and  so  rich 
in  natural  advantages,  was  never  the  boast  of 
any  people.  The  agricultural  productions  alone 
of  our  country  amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
§3,000,000,000  per  year;  our  works  of  art  pro- 
duce per  year  $3,000,000,000  moi-e;  our  commerce 
and  public  improvements  add  their  §4,000,000,000 
to  that. 

And  there  is  still  another  branch  of  our  wealth 
not  included  in  the  above.  In  the  report  of  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  it  appears 
that  the  receipts  of  bullion  for  the  year  ending 
October  10, 1861,  amounted  to  $121,000,000.  The 
recent  discoveries  of  gold  in  new  regions  will  add 
largely  to  that,  and  we  may  safely  count  on  the 
receipt  of  §200,000,000  per  year.  With  these 
vast  resources  who  but  those  in  sympathy  with 
the  rebellion  would  intimateour  inability  to  carry 
on  this  war  to  a  successful  and  honorable  term- 
ination? None  but  those  with  whom  the  wish 
is  father  to  the  thought.  We  could  carry  a  debt 
five  times  as  large  as  that  already  incurred,  a  con- 
dition of  things  by  no  means  desirable,  but  bet- 
ter for  us  and  far  better  for  our  posterity  than 
to  leave  them  without  a  Government  or  country 
with  the  present  debt  upon  them.  The  present 
debt  is  not  gi-eater  in  proportion  to  the  resources 
to  meet  it  than  was  the  debt  of  Pennsylvania  or 
Ohio  in  1841. 

The  war  hap,  in  my  judgment,  progressed  wilh 


1302 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  26, 


wonderful  success.  Three  fifths  of  the  territory 
licld  by  the  rebels  at  its  commencement  has  been 
subjugated,  and  over  whicii  our  flag  now  flouts, 
with  ii  loss  to  tlitm  of  the  ocean  coast,  the  entire 
Gulf,  and  that  grcatartery  of  commerce,  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  with  nearly  all  its  tributaries.  Na- 
poleon, in  iiis  liiirst  tor  power,  or  Lord  Weiling- 
lon,  in  his  most  successful  campaigns,  never  ac- 
complished so  much  in  the  same  length  of  time. 
The  future  is  full  of  hope.  Unless  we  are  be- 
trayed by  northern  people  our  final  triumph  is  not 
far  in  the  future.  Of  that  we  need  have  no  fears. 
The  jiumber  in  the  North  whose  sympathies  are 
with  the  traitors  is  but  small.  In  voting  they 
cannot  endanger  a  single  loyal  State,  and  as  bel- 
ligerents they  are  entirely  harmless. 

Therefore,  warranted  by  the  facts,  I  declare  my 
conviction  tliat  the  developed  resources  of  the 
country  leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  ability  of  the 
Government  to  meet  every  demand  legitimately 
incurred  ;  if  the  same  ability  continues  which  has 
marked  the  managementof  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment during  this  day  of  commotion  and  the  same 
skilll'ul  hand  continues  to  guide  the  helm,  the  ship 
will  outride  the  storm  and  land  us  in  a  haven  of 
safety  without  a  single  rent  in  the  sails  of  ourcredit. 

Jn  order  to  secure  our  triumph  in  thisstruggle 
the  necessary  means  must  be  em  ployed,  and  they 
must  have  a  ciudiai  support.  Thus  fiir  we  have 
had  to  contend  with  two  enemies:  the  one  in  arms, 
and  theotheropposing  ail  measures  and  trying  to 
defeat  the  legitimate  and  necessary  policy.  The 
lofty  inspiration,  the  wise  measure,  the  patriotic 
object,  and  the  necessary  ])ropositioii  have  not 
failed  to  be  denounced  by  both  the  tongue  and 
pen  of  the  partisan.  Should  this  fair  fabric  be 
overturned  and  the  boon  of  civil  liberty  lost  to 
this  people,  the  driveling  demagogue,  who  by  his 
appeals  to  ignorant  followers  or  who  by  falsehood 
destroyed  its  credit,  is  equally  guilty  with  the 
traitor  in  arms,  and  far  more  to  be  despised. 

Great  forbearance,  untiring  patience,  and  ma- 
ture wisdom  are  essential  to  meet  the  questions 
that  are  forced  upon  us,  as  incidental  to  the  great 
revolution  nuwgoingon.  Porlhe  mannerin  which 
we  shall  perform  our  duty  the  enlightened  world, 
the  eyes  of  posterity,  and  the  God  of  justice  will 
hold  us  responsible. 

Among  the  things  incident  to  this  war  is  hav- 
ing cast  upon  us  four  million  African  slaves,  who 
are  now  or  will  be  free.  The  moral  duty  to  pro- 
vide {or  them  is  one  of  transcendent  obligation. 

Two  and  a  half  centuries  ago  a  Dutch  ship  came 
up  the  James  river,  freighted  with  human  beings, 
and  discharged  its  mortality  among  the  planters 
of  Virginia.  This  was  the  commencementof  the 
institution  of  slavery  on  this  continent.  It  was 
then  small,  but  it  grew  into  great  power,  event- 
ually controlling  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
and  wedding  to  its  interest  the  political  party  rep- 
resented on  the  other  side  of  this  Hall.  Finally, 
it  plunged  the  coutttry  iiilo  the  yawning  gulf  of 
civil  war.  It  has  raged  for  three  years  with  un- 
abated fury.  The  duty  of  the  loyal  citizen  in  this 
was  plain,  and  his  course  clearly  marked.  It  was 
that  this  great  crime  against  humanity,  condemned 
by  the  Chi-islian  world,  at  war  with  (he  justice  of 
Heaven,  and  denounced  by  the  mild  teachings  of 
revelation,  for  thus  attemiitirig  to  undermine  the 
foundation-stones  of  freedom  had  forfeited  its  life 
and  di'served  to  die.  We  could  not  engage  in  this 
bloody  conte.st,  exhaust  our  substance,  and  sac- 
rifice our  manly  sons  who  have  gallantly,  amid  the 
Icriific  fire  of  battle,  borne  our  banner  in  triumph 
over  a  hundred  slrickenliehls,  to  secure  thisdam- 
iinble  institution  its  existence  forever.  No!  Our 
own  safety,  the  demands  of  humanity,  and  the 
injunciiona  of  Heaven  doomed  it  to  death. 

There  never  was  a  measure  of  more  wisdom  or 
of  purer  justice  than  the  proclamation  of  eman- 
cipation. No  State  pajier  ever  had  so  great  an 
eflect.  It  not  only  gave  hope  and  encouragement 
to  the  Army  but  it  gave  assurance  that  the  cause 
of  this  rebellion  would  be  wiped  out.  Jt  ended 
all  hope  of  the  recognition  of  the  confederacy  by 
foreign  Powers,  and  it  taught  the  rebehs  that  their 
only  support  was  their  own  weakness. 

Its  fruUs  already  arc  manifest  in  the  freedom 
of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Tennessee, 
Virginia, ^nd  IVlaryland — all  free,  now  and  for- 
ever. The  balance  of  them  but  wait  the  progress 
of  our  arms  to  rid  themselves  of  this  blighting 
curse  and  take  their  places  side  by  side  in  the 
great  galaxy  of  free  Slates. 


This  factcasts  upon  us  the  further  duty  oflak- 
ingcare  of  the  emancipated  or  providing  for  them 
to  take  care  of  themselves.  We  have  already 
placed  arms  in  their  hands,  and  when  they  have 
achieved  the  freedom  of  their  race  and  aided  in 
achieving  the  freedom  of  ours  it  will  not  do  to 
send  them  back  to  slavery.  An  act  of  such  gross 
injustice  wouldcall  down  the  vengeance  of  Heaven 
upon  us. 

History  has  not  left  us  without  an  example 
of  what  our  fate  will  be  should  we  be  guilty  of 
so  great  a  crime.  When  the  Lacedaemonians  were 
confronted  with  a  powerful  army,  and  their  all 
staked  upon  the  result  of  a  single  battle,  for  a 
while  the  contest  seemed  doubtful,  but  fate  turned 
against  them;  their  columns,  thinned  and  weak- 
ened, began  to  give  way,  when  five  hundred 
slaves  threw  themselves  into  the  breach,  drove 
back  the  invading  hosts,  and  victory  perched 
upon  the  standards  of  this  ancient  people. 

What  were  they  to  do  with  their  slaves.''  They 
had  won  the  victory,  they  had  saved  the  fate  of 
the  day,  and  even  this  barbarous  people  would 
not  remand  them  to  their  chains.  They  were  like 
the  ger)tlemen  on  the  other  side — they  were  jeal- 
ous of  their  freedom;  and  to  relieve  themselves 
from  both  they  drove  them  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion and  deliberately  murdered  them. 

But  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  overtook  them, 
offended  justice  smote  them,  their  country,  torn 
by  wars,  was  devastated,  their  cities  sacked,  and 
they  as  a  people  obliterated  from  the  earth.  The 
wild  beasts  now  roam  unmolested  over  their 
plains,  the  bramble  grows  in  their  streets,  and 
their  palaces,  once  merry  with  the  song  of  con- 
tentment, are  desolate  and  abandoned,  the  foxes 
bark  from  their  windows,  and  the  owl  hoots  from 
their  domes. 

We  shall  not  follow  their  example,  nor  will  we 
incur  the  just  fate  that  overtook  them.  We  will, 
governed  by  the  broadest  philanthropy,  do  our 
duty  to  this  unfortunate  waif  that  for  more  than 
three  centuries  has  been  floating  upon  the  tide  of 
human  avarice  and  crime. 

If  wisdom  prevails  in  our  councils  the  gallantry 
of  the  greatest  Army  the  world  ever  saw  will  soon 
bring  us  peace  and  restore  our  country;  a  peace 
that  will  be  honorable  and  lasting.  The  causes 
of  distraction  will  be  removed,  and  our  country, 
baptized  anew  in  the  fires  of  war,  will  come  forth 
purified,  and  with  renewed  vigor  will  enter  upon 
lier  mission  of  future  usefulness  and  glory.  She 
will  assume  a  higher  position  among  the  nations 
of  the  world,  the  last  blotch  of  shame  washed 
from  her  escutcheon.  Securely  seated  upon  the 
mountain  summits  of  her  own  freedom,  in  one 
hand  holding  out  to  the  world  the  olive-branch 
of  peace  and  in  the  other  the  thunderbolt  of  right- 
ful but  reluctant  war,  bounded  by  the  oceans,  the 
lakes,  and  the  Gulf,  there  may  she  sit  forever, 
with  tile  stars  of  Union  on  her  brow  and  the  rock 
of  freedom  beneath  her  feet. 

VIOLATED  PLEDGKS. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  ad- 
dress the  committee  to-day  with  feelings  ftufrom 
buoyant  for  the  future  of  the  country.  At  the 
time  I  took  my  seat  in  this  Hall  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  occupy  any  of  its  time  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  leaving  to  other  gentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  House  the  matter  of  discus- 
sion. 1  designed  to  record  my  votes  and  aid  in 
such  legislation  as  I  believed  to  be  most  conducive 
to  the  welfare  of  a  distracted  country.  But,  sir, 
I  represent  directly  on  this  floor  twelve  thousand 
electors,  whose  opinions  in  general  as  to  the  con- 
duct and  policy  of  this  Administration  correspond 
with  my  own,  and  who  cannot  be  heard  by  the 
nation  except  through  the  voice  of  their  Repre- 
sentative; and  further,  sir,  the  conservative  ele- 
ment in  this  House  is  in  the  minority,  and  sub- 
jected constantly  to  the  anathemas  and  unjust 
insinuations  of  a  fanatical  and  merciless  majority, 
who  labor  assiduously  to  add  to  the  necessary 
confusion  of  the  times  strife,  discord,  distrust, 
and  terror  among  the  citizens  of  the  States  rep- 
resented by  their  armies  in  the  Federal  field  and 
by  their  dead  inhumed  in  the  soil  of  many  battle- 
fields. 

These  considerations  in  mind,  I  feel  it  would 
be  little  less  than  moral  cowardice  to  be  silent. 
I  have  not  the  vanity  to  suppose,  sir,  I  can  add 
anything  to  that  which  has  been  already  said  by 
gentlemen  during  our  present  session;  but  in  this 


hour  of  trial  and  uncertainty  the  conservative  ele- 
ment of  the  country  has  a  right  to  the  moral 
force  of  the  convictions  of  the  public  mind  in  every 
portion  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  from  the  day  in  which  the  bat- 
teries at  Charleston  harbor  had  done  their  work 
upon  Fort  Sumter  to  this  hour,  the  fact  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a  war  between  the  Federal  Government 
and  a  portion  of  the  States  constituting  in  part 
the  political  and  constitutional  Union  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  necessity  of  maintaining  that 
war  until  such  lime  as  might  offer  a  restoration 
of  the  Union  and  peace  to  the  country,  has  been 
recognized  and  acted  upon  by  myself  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  generally.  The  people  of  the 
non-seceding  States  with  great  unanimity  have 
adimitted  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Government 
(its  coordinate  branches  each  performing  its  con- 
stitutional functions  to  that  end)  by  force  of  ar- 
mies to  overcome  resistance  to  the  authority  of 
the  United  States  as  conferred  by  the  only  power 
that  gave  us  a  Union  or  created  any  obligations 
toward  that  Union  upon  the  States  or  the  people, 
the  organic  law.  From  that  source  alone  Congress 
and  the  Chief  Executive,  representing  the  war 
power,  derive  authority  to  take  tip  arms  against 
the  seceding  States,  and  that  right  exists  as  a 
power  to  preserve  the  unity  of  the  States  and  en- 
force and  discharge  the  mutual  obligations  of  the 
several  States,  the  people  and  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, because  thatunityand  those  obligations 
are  created  by  the  instrument.  We  have  no  Fed- 
eral nation,  sir,  except  that  created  by  the  Con- 
stitution; the  people  never  assented  to  any  other 
nationality  as  a  Union;  from  that  our  Govern- 
ment derived  existence,  and  from  that  must  re- 
ceive its  nourishment  or  perish.  The  President 
in  his  proclamation  of  April  15,  1861,  acknowl- 
edges fully  the  foregoing  principles.     Ho  says: 

"  Whereas  tlie  laws  of  tlie  United  States  have  been  for 
some  lime  p;ist  and  now  arc  oppnseil,  and  the  execution 
thereof  obstructed,  in  tlie  States  of  Soutli  Carolina,  Geor- 
gia, Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas, 
by  combinationii,too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  or- 
dinary course  of  judicial  piococdings,  or  by  the  powers 
vested  in  the  marshals  by  law  : 

'•Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presidi'nt  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  virtue  of  the  power  in  me  vested  by  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws,  have  thon^^hl  (it  to  call  forth, 
and  hereby  do  call  forth,  the  militia  of  the  several  Slates 
of  the  Union,  lo  the  aggregate  number  of  seventy-five  ihou- 
sanil,  in  order  to  suppress  said  combinations,  and  lo  cause 
the  laws  to  be  duly  executed." 

The  same  position  was  taken  in  his  inaugural. 
These  official  announcements  to  the  country  met 
with  a  warm  and  patriotic  response,  without  re- 
gard to  party  differences.  The  conviction  tlrat 
the  President  designed  to  enforce  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States  and  preserve  the 
property  of  the  General  Government  in  the  se- 
ceded States  and  hold  them  as  political  organiza- 
tions in  the  status  given  them  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  that  the  President  would  act  in  good 
faith  to  that  end,  surrounded  him  at  once  with  all 
the  material  and  executory  aid  desirable;  millions 
of  money  raised  by  banking  corporations,  cities, 
and  towns,  donations  of  citizens  and  apjiropria- 
tions  of  Congress,  furnished  ample  means  for 
iHunitions  and  expenses  of  war.  The  country 
swarmed  with  hundreds  of  thousands  of  sturdy 
freemen  moving  toward  the  capital  like  a  swol- 
len torrent  to  increase  the  armies  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Under  the  call  for  seventy-five  thousand 
men  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  rest'onded. 
In  .July,  1861,  the  President  said,  officially: 

"One  of  the  greatest  perplexities  of  the  Govern  mem  is  to 
avoid  receiving  troops  faster  than  it  can  proviile  for  them. 
In  a  word,  tlie  people  will  save  their  Goveriiinent  if  llie 
Govenimeiit  itself  will  do  its  part  only  indiinircnily  well." 

Sir,  he  had  reason  to  say  so,  for  a  generous  and 
confiding  people,  from  the  Ailanticlo  the  Pacific, 
from  the  Canadas  to  ihe  borders  of  the  rebellious 
States,  gave  a  simultaneous  response  to  the  calls 
of  the  country.  To  use  the  language  of  Ihe  Pres- 
ident, sir,  "  The  response  of  the  country  was  most 
gratifying,  surpassing  in  unanimity  and  spirit  the 
most  sanguine  expectation."  1  have  r(!ferred  to 
the  pledges  of  the  President.  On  the  i22d  day  of 
July,  1862,  the  resolution  of  the  lamented  Crit- 
tenden passed  this  House  with  great  unanimity, 
and  thereby  the  legislative  and  executive  pow- 
ers were  pledged  lo  preserve  the  Union  under  the 
Constitution,  and  in  strict  obedience  to  its  pro- 
visions. At  a  later  period  of  our  history  it  was 
declared  by  a  majority  in  this  House,  and  by  the 
President,  that  volunteering  had  nearly  ceased, 
and  that  compulsory  legislation  was  necessary  lo 
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fill  up  our  depleted  Army,  and  that  a  conscn'pt 
law  was  the  next  step  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
war.  A  change  in  the  public  mind  had  been 
wrought  by  nneans,  sir,  of  so  marlced  a  character, 
that  Congress  resorted  to  aconscript  law,  always 
odious  to  republics.  They  setup  in  the  nalionnl 
capital  of  a  free  people  that  death  skeleton  of 
Austrian  and  French  tyranny,  and  covered  its 
hideous  proportions  under  the  garb  of  military 
necessity.  Why, sir,  this  cha'nge  in  public  senti- 
ment? Who  created  the  military  necessity?  Had 
the  people  lost  their  valor,  or  ceased  to  cherish 
and  revere  the  institutions  of  our  fathers?  Sir, 
the  President  and  his  wicked  advisers,  if  the  nc- 
ccKsity  existed,  were  responsible  for  it.  They  had 
unblushingly,  as  wo  shall  hereafter  notice,  broken 
ftiitli  with  a  generous  and  confiding  people,  and 
set  the  public  mind  afloat  upon  a  sea  of  doubt. 
The  love  of  free  institutions  filled  our  Army  upon 
the  first  and  second  calls  of  the  President,  and  the 
same  noble  impulse  renders  a  people  jealous  of 
their  rights  at  home,  and  sensitive  to  any  indica- 
tions of  encroachments  upon  the  established  in- 
stitutions of  the  country. 

iMr.  Lincoln,  either  from  a  want  of  appreciation 
of  the  attachment  of  the  public  mind  to  laws  and 
civil  rights,  as  indicated  by  the  uneasiness  of  the 
people  at  his  first  departure  from  his  pledges  and 
the  path  of  duty,  or  for  some  ulterior  and  sinister 
motive,  followed  other  offensive  acts  with  the  sus- 
pension of  the  writ  of /i«6e«s corpus  in  all  the  loyal 
States,  placing  at  the  malice,  cupidity,  or  preju- 
dice of  military  commandants  and  provost  mar- 
shals the  liberties  of  twenty  million  people. 
One  flash  over  the  wires,  and  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  and  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  were 
as  cfTectually  blotted  out  as  if  they  never  had  a 
place  in  the  charter  of  liberty.  Under  the  pesti- 
lential influence  of  this  assumption  of  arbitrary 
power  and  lawless  aggression  the  political  and 
military  subordinates  of  the  Presidententered  the 
peaceful  abodes  of  citizens  without  warrant  or 
process  of  law,  dragged  the  inmates  thence  and 
confined  them  in  loathsome  dungeons  and  political 
bastiles,  to  remain  without  trial  or  a  knowledge 
of  the  offense  with  which  they  were  charged. 
Many  now  remain  immured,  ignorant  of  their  des- 
tiny and  of  the  real  or  pretended  grounds  of  im- 
prisonment. 

Sir,  nt  this  session  of  Congress  resolutions  have 
been  offered  calling  upon  the  proper  Departments 
for  information  of  the  number  and  names  of  Amer- 
ican citizens  rotting  away  their  existence  in  polit- 
ical dungeons,  and  the  charges  upon  which  they 
are  imprisoned;  the  red-handed  J^acobin  element 
of  this  House  finds  means,  under  the  rules,  to 
smother  investigation;  but  if  a  negro,  in  attempt- 
ing to  obtrude  himself  into  a  street  car  of  this  city , 
is  ejected  for  his  impudence,  it  is  so  grave  a  mat- 
ter it  must  become  the  subject  of  reference  to  n 
committee  of  one  branch  of  thi.'j  body  and  the 
theme  of  legislative  debate;  but  the  sulTerings  of 
white  men,  groaning  in  the  damps  and  darkness 
of  prison,  to  the  fanatical  mind  of  the  hour  are 
unworthy  of  alleviation  or  a  passing  notice.  Sir,- 
if  prisoners  of  State  are  guilty  of  any  crime  against 
the  laws,  try  and  punish  them — I  would  not  ex- 
empt the  guilty — but  if  they  are  the  victims  of  a 
political  persecution,  let  them  be  heard,  and  re- 
Store  them  to  their  families  and  liberty  which  of 

jj"ight  belongs  to  them. 

•■  Sir,  the  arbitrary  power  assumed  and  enforced 
by  armed  violence  has  overshadowed  and  ren- 
dered nearly  powerless  the  judiciary  of  the  coun- 
try, has  closed  the  peaceful  and  constitutional 
avenues  to  redress.  An  order  issued  in  the  de- 
partment of  JVIissouri,  section  two,  says: 

"  All  s-ucli  prosecutions  [suits  for  false  iniprisonmeiit 
and  (lustructioii  of  properly  liy  military  saliorditiatos]  arc; 
prohibited,  except  l)y  consent  of  tlie  commander  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  the  prosecution  is  commenced,  or  by  con- 
sent of  higher  military  authority,  which  will  always  be 
granted  wlicn  consistent  with  the  ends  of  justice  and  in- 
terest of  the  service." 

Here,  sir,  is  the  civil  under  the  dragon  foot  of 
the  military  power;  the  pcacefuland  wronged  citi- 
zen is  forbidden  the  approach  to  the  altar  ofjustice 
unless  permitted  by  the  arbitiary  pleasure  of  a 
military  commander;  and  these  are  the  modes  by 
which  the  laws  and  tlic  civil  power  of  the  coun- 
try are  to  be  restored!  Such  orders  will  soon  en- 
velop the  ehtire  country.  In  the  border  States  have 
originat/?d  all  the  aggressions  that  have  spread 
•  over  the  norlhci  n  and  western  States.  Such  meas- 


ures of  the  President,  and  corresponding  acts  of 
Congress,  practically  change  and  subvert  the  in- 
ternal police  regulations  of  the  States,  and  are 
aimed,  as  I  believe,  at  a  social  and  political  revo- 
lution in  all  the  States,  that  shall  rest  upon  a 
consolidation  of  powers  inconsistent  with  the  ex- 
istence of  the  States.  ConslitiUional  State  rights 
are  broken,  and  the  fragments  are  gradually  being 
drawn  to  the  central  Government. 

These  fundamental  changes  must  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  some  portion  of  the  liberty  of  the  people. 
Sir,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  confusion  and  cor- 
ruptions they  engender  and^Drotect,  tend  directly 
toward  the  subversion  of  free  government.  I 
will  not  charge  that  the  President  and  his  parti- 
sans design  to  overthrow  our  institutions  and  per- 
manently subvert  the  Government  of  our  fathers; 
but  I  will  assert  he  is  fast  approaching  that  rug- 
ged channel  the  shores  of  which  are  strewn  with 
the  wrecks  of  republics.  The  Pi-esident's  zeal 
or  some  ulterior  motive  is  drawing  him,  step 
by  step,  from  those  palpable  principles  without 
which  free  government  cannot  exist;  is  inducing 
him  in  the  States  true  in  their  fidelity  to  the  in- 
stitutions and  laws  of  the  country  to  overleap 
the  Constitution  and  trample  under  foot  personal 
rights.  If  he  will  consult  history  I  think  he  will 
find  he  must  soon  reach  that  point  from  which 
there  is  no  safety  in  return,  but  that  onward  in 
the  path  of  aggression  is  the  only  resource  for 
him  who  has  ventured  to  remove  the  landmarks 
of  constitutional  liberty.  Anotheralarming  feat- 
ure as  to  the  condition  of  the  country  is  that  the 
legislative  has  become  subordinate  to  the  exec- 
utive power,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  his  acts 
in  violation  of  constitutional  rights  and  obliga- 
tions are  coated  over  with  the  forins  of  retroactive 
legislation,  it  is  said,  sir,  a  military  necessity, 
a  wions^CJ' not  known  to  our  laws  nor  consistent 
with  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  warratits  a 
disregard  of  the  laws  of  the  country;  but  I  sub- 
mit to  you,  sir,  if  the  demand  is  conceded,  we 
have  neither  the  form  nor  substance  of  free  insti- 
tutions left.  It  would  place  at  the  absolute  will 
of  one  man  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  the  entire 
resources  of  the  country,  and  the  power  of  self- 
aggrandizement.  No  matter  upon  what  plea  the 
concession  is  made,  thefactstill  remains;  it  is  the 
Government  of  one  man  and  not  a  Government  of 
the  people. 

Sir,  the  acts  warranted  by  the  supposed  neces- 
sity are  not  defined  by  any  law  or  tradition  of 
the  country,  and  i^iust  depend  Upon  the  will  and 
caprice  of  the  President.  Say  you  he  is  well- 
disposed  and  of  honest  purpose?  Grant  it  if  you 
desire.  But  the  people  cannot  be  unconscious  of 
the  fact  that  he  is  surrounded  and  influenced  by 
the  sycophants  of  power  festering  in  the  corrup- 
tions of  the  times;  that  the  soepter  of  State  trem- 
ulously vacillates  between  irresponsible  factions, 
who  would  uproot  practical  constitutional  gov- 
ernment and  transplant  in  its  place  the  Utopia  of 
fanatical  dreamers.  The  axiom  of  the  French  con- 
stitution toas,  "As  wills  the  king  so  wills  the  law." 
In  that  was  involved  arbitrary  arrests,  the  grasp- 
ings  of  sovereign  power,  and  the  lotig  catalogue 
of  wrongs  which  mark  in  history  the  beaten  road 
to  the  revolution  which  stained  France  with  the 
blood  of  millions  of  victims  and  which  brought 
to  the  surface  a  Marat,  a  Robespierre,  and  their 
bloody  coadjutors,  who  in  the  name  of  utiiversal 
liberty  disgraced  humanity  and  sowed  in  the 
breast  of  France  the  poisonous  seeds- which  ren- 
dered abortive  the  labors  and  sufierings  of  her 
people  and  prostrated  her  at  the  feet  of  a  new  des- 
potism. Sir,  look  over  the  acts  of  the  last  Con- 
gress and  the  files  of  this  session  and  you  will 
find  the  slavish  axiom  of  the  French  constitution 
acted  upon  in  some  instances  and  certainly  recog- 
nized. Violations  of  well-defined  rights  are  at- 
tempted to  be  legalized,  involving  not  only  wrongs 
to  the  citizen  but  millions  of  money  squandered 
for  illegitimate  purposes. 

Sir,  another  cause  of  alarm,  discontent,  anil 
anxiety  to  the  public  mind  in  the  loyal  States  is 
the  interferences  with  the  freedom  of  elections  by 
military  oflicers  for  partisan  purposes.  In  many 
of  the  loyal  States  this  has  become  a  systematized 
plan,  and  peaceful  citizens  iVoin  the  moral  and 
lihysical  efiects  of  gross  violations  of  the  elective 
iVanchise  have  been  depiived  in  many  instances  of 
any  voice  in  the  imtionul  and  State  representation, 
and  elections  have  been  a  degiailiii^  and  insulting 


farce  in  many  portions  of  the  loyal  States.  In  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  at  the  general  election  of  1863, 
most  of  the  precincts  of  twenty  counties  were 
visited  by  military  ofiicers  with  detachments,  the 
namesof  candidates  were  publicly  erased  from  the 
poll-lists,  the  ofiicers  determining  who  should  be 
voted  for,  disregarding  the  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Kentucky.  This  conduct  seemed  pai- 
tisan  in  its  character,  a  crusade  against  the  only 
political  party  that  connects  the  present  with  the 
constitutional  past.  The  numberof  votes  reported 
in  Kentucky  were  one  hundred  and  eighty-three 
thousand,  and  but  seventy-nine  thousand  of  thi.s 
number  were  cast.  There  were  also  military  in- 
terferences with  elections  in  the  States  of  Mary- 
land, Delaware,  and  Missouri  upon  an  extensive 
scale  in  localities,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe; 
and  this  interference  in  the  border  States  has 
made  its  appearance  in.  some  degree  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States.  As  an  auxiliary  to  the  de- 
structive partisan  interference  with  elections,  the 
press  thai'could  not  be  subsidiz''d  with  the  jico- 
ple's  money  has  been  muzzled  by  the  Adminis- 
tration. An  appeal  to  the  constitutional  provision, 
"  Congress  shall  make  no  law  abridging  the  free- 
dom of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  of  the  right  of 
the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  to  petition 
the  Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances,"  has 
been  pronounced  treasonable,  and  madethecause 
of  new  insults  and  imprisonments.  Docsnotthe 
Administration,  sir,  understand  that  such  a  state 
of  aflairs  in  the  loyal  States  endangers  in  those 
States  that  peace  and  good  order  so  necessary  in 
our  present  national  afilictious?  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to' predict  that  a  country  based  upon  a  con- 
stitutional, elective  Government  cannot  bear  for 
any  considerable  tirne  interference  by  force  with 
the  freedom  of  elections  and  survive  as  free,  and 
no  fixed  and  cherished  national  institutions  perish 
except  in  blood. 

1 1  is  said ,  sir,  elections  are  free  to  all  loyal  men . 
Who  judges  of  these  rights  and  of  loyalty  ?  There 
is  no  law  or  fixed  rej;ulation  by  which  the  fact  is 
established  under  this  new  universal  liberty  re- 
gimc.  Arbitrary  will  controls  it,  sir,  exercised 
with  partisan  zeal,  and  not  for  the  welfare  of  the 
country.  The  President  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment deny  issuing  any  orders  sanctioning  inter- 
ference with  elections  in  the  States  1  have  named. 
What  are  the  peopleto  understand  when  the  head 
of  the  war  pov/er  denies  complicity  with  the  gross 
outrages,  and  still  retains  those  in  confidence  anil 
ofiice  who  with  force  have  struck  down  the  free- 
dom of  elections?  Has  there  been  any  court  of 
inquiry,  any  reprimand  of  the  officers  who  have 
disgraced  the  cause  of  free  governinent  by  such 
conduct?  None  whatever.  Sir,  the  President  is 
responsible  to  the  people  for  these  outrages.  The 
oflicers  interfering  were  his  subordinates  and 
liable  to  be  called  to  account  by  him  for  a  viola- 
tion of  civil  rights,  and  his  omission  to  do  so  is  a 
tacit  approval  of  the  wrongs.  Sir,  Edward  of 
England,  at  a  time  elections  were  declared  free, 
addressed  a  circular  letter  "  to  all  the  sheriff's, 
commanding  them  to  give  notice  to  the  freehold- 
ers, citizens,  and  burgesses  within  their  respective 
counties  that  our  pleasure  and  commandment  is 
that  they  shall  choose  and  appoint,  as  nigh  as 
they  possibly  may,  men  of  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience within  the  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs; 
'but,  nevertheless,  that  where  the  Privy  CoundU 
should  '  recommend  men  of  learning  and  wisdom, 
in  such  case  their  directions  be  regarded  and  fol- 
lowed. Several  personsnccordingly  were  recom- 
mended by  letters  to  the  sherifl!"s  and  elected  as 
knights  for  different  shires,  all  of  whom  belonged 
to  the  court  or  were  in  places  of  trust  about  the 
king."  Louis  Napoleon  declared  a  i\ee  election 
for  first  consul  in  France,  but  his  military  inter- 
fered with  the  electors  and  controlled  the  elections 
by  force,  and  Napoleon  declared  himself  elected 
by  the, /i'ce  ,siij^r«gfs  of  France.  Whodoubts  but 
Eilward  was  responsible  fortheactsof  hissherilTs 
and  tiieir  posses,  and  Napoleon  for  the  violence 
of  his' grenadiers?  Sir,  this  mockery  of  law  and 
of  the  rights  of  the  people  is  not  recent;  it  is  writ- 
ten in  blood  upon  the  pages  of  history,  and  when 
carried  to  its  natural  results  nations  have  groaned 
and  iiorished  in  its  iron  grasp. 

Thus  far  the  disturbance  of  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions has  been  local  and  not  so  serious  in  its  im- 
mediate or  remote  consequences  us  would  have 
been  had  ihc  elections  been  for  a  Chief  Executive 
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of  the  country.  The  people  love  the  constitu- 
tional liberiy  of  the  country  as  they  love  life  and 
honor.  Tliey  forbear  much  patiently,  hoping  the 
dark  clouds  that  envelop  the  nation  may  pass 
avi'ay,  and  leave  it  once  more  in  the  unobscured 
effulgence  of  constitutional  liberty.  No  power 
can  with  impunity  tax  liieir  patience  beyond 
rational  endurance.  The  election  of  a  President 
by  peaceful  and  constitutional  means,  whoever 
he  may  be,  will  satisfy  the  people;  but  the  ofKce 
usurped  by  force  and  fraud  will  place  upon  the 
brow  of  the  incumbent  a  crown  of  thorns.  In 
such  lamentable  case  tiie  usurpations  of  the  Old 
World  will  rush  across  the  public  mind,  nerving 
to  manhood  the  weak  and  effeminate.  Let  us 
pause  here  and  give  heed  to  the  voice  of  the  past. 
An  eminent  British  subject,  wlio  wrote  in  1675, 
uttered  sentiments  in  monarchical  England  that 
democratic  America  may  [irofit  by.  He  says, 
speaking  of  a  Chief  Executive: 

"Iln  acts  also  contrary  to  his  trust  when  he  either  cm- 
ploys  the  force,  treasure,  and  officers  of  the  society  to  cor- 
rupt the  representatives,  and  gain  them  to  liis  purposes,  or 
openly  preeii;;agi!S  the  electors  and  prescribes  to  tlieir 
choice  such  wiioui  lie  has  by  solicitations,  threats,  prom- 
ises, or  oilierwisc,  won  to  his  designs."  *  *  * 
*  "Thus  lo  regulate  candidates  and  electors,  and  new 
model  the  waysofeleclion,  what  isit  hut  to  cut  uplhe  Gov- 
ernment by  liie  roots,  and  poison  the  very  fountain  of  pub- 
lic si-curiij?"  *  *  *  *  "To  prepare  such 
aiv assembly  ns  this,  and  endeavor  to  set  up  the  declared 
abettors  of  his  own  will  for  the  true  representatives  of  the 
people  and  the  lawmakers  of  the  society,  is  certainly  as 
great  a  breach  of  trust,  and  as  perfect  a  declaration  of  a  de- 
sign to  subvert  the  Government,  as  is  possible'to  be  met 
with.  'I'o  which  if  one  shall  add  rewards  and  punishments 
visibly  employed  to  the  same  end,  and  all  the  arts  of  per- 
verted law  made  use  of  to  take  off  and  destryy  all  that 
stand  in  the  way  of  such  design  and  will  not  comply  and 
consent  to  betray  the  liberties  of  their  country,  it  will  be 
past<loubt  what  is  doing."  *  *  *  *  "And  one 
cannot  but  see  that  he  who  has  once  attempted  any  such 
thing  as  tliis  cannot  any  longer  be  trusted." — Locke's  Civil 
Goi;ernmcnt,  page  470,  tenth  edition. 

I  may  be  over-sensitive,  sir,  but  I  fear  much 
enumerated  by  the  writer  is  intended  by  the  Pres- 
ident. The  reasons  for  such  fear  will  be  set  forth 
in  full  before  I  close.  I  may  say  here,  sir,  the 
people  will  have  a  free  election  for  President  the 
coming  fall;  and  I  sincerely  hope  and  am  in- 
clined to  believe  it  will  quietly  be  accorded  them, 
notwithstanding  the  indecent  ambition  shown  by 
the  Pi-e.fident  and  his  oath-bound  secret  organ- 
izations for  his  reelection.  What  has  this  to  do 
with  the  message.'  We  shall  see,  sir.  The  pol- 
icy of  the  President  in  issuing  his  proclamation 
must  be  read  in  the  light  of  his  past  conduct  and 
of  the  legislation  of  a  Congress  a  majority  of 
whom  are  oppo.sed  to  any  and  all  conservative 
elements  of  the  country. 

Before  I  proceed  to  examine  the  future  plans  of 
the  President  and  his  supporters,  1  desire,  sir,  to 
pause  and  stale  my  own  convictions  of  duty  and 
necessity  under  the  present  trials  of  the  country. 
We,  sir,  are  in  the  mi^lst  of  a  war  that  I  believe 
could  have  been  avoided  by  honorable  compro- 
mises and  mutual  concessions,  and  that  when  the 
conflict  shall  terminate,  all  wlio  forced  upon  the  • 
country  iliig  calamity  will  be  called  lo  a  fearful 
account  lor  the  deaths,  woes, and  calamities  that 
unhallowed  ninbition  and  ever-corroding  fanati- 
cism have  brought  upon  a  once  happy,  free,  and 
prosperous  pcof>le.  I  am  no  apologist  for  seces- 
sion and  rebellion.  1  believe  the  rebel  Slates  were 
Aot  justifiable  in  the  attempt  to  sever  by  force  their 
relation  to  the  United  States  and  their  allegiance 
to  the  conKiitutional  Government.  1  deny  that 
the  Consliiulion  gives  any  right  of  secession  upon 
the  arbiliary  will  of  any  Stale  or  States  by  force. 
The  right  of  secession  againstthe  will  of  theGen- 
eral  Government  and  other  States,  would  defeat 
the  ends  intended  to  be  secured  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. I  am  an  advocate  of  State  rights,  and  opposed 
to  the  modern  notion  of  consolidated  powers  in 
the  General  Government,  but  the  riglu  to  depart 
from  the  Union  is  not  one  of  the  rights  reserved 
by  the  States.  I  am  satisfied,  sir,  ihe  Govern- 
ment has  the  right,  and  it  is  its  duty,  to  enforce 
by  the  armed  power  of  the  nation  submission  and 
obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  Union  of  the 
States. 

The  right  of  voluntary  secession,  though  claimed 
by  abolition  Mn.'jsachusctts  and  South  Carolina 
years  ago,  would  i-ender  our  national  Union  u 
mockery,  and  subject  the  framers  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  charge  of  unparalleled  folly.  The 
Administration  and  its  supporters  in  office  have 


the  constitutional  control  of  the  Government,  civil 
and  military.  Under  it  I  see  no  hope  of  compro- 
mise and  honorable  nor  forcible  adjustment  of  the 
difficulties  that  environ  the  country.  Sir,  I  have 
been  and  am  in  favor  of  furnishing  all  necessary 
means  and  men  to  maintain  the  national  unity  and 
overcome  rebellion,  if  possible.  To  thi^  end  my 
voles  have  been  given  here  and  my  counsel  at 
home.  I  am  satisfied  this  Adminisn-ation  doM 
not  intend  to  restore  the  Union,  that  its  principal 
object  is  the  slave;  but  as  matters  now  stand  I 
can  see  no  alternative  except  to  rely  upon  our 
Army  and  maintain  it  in  the  field.  Opposed  to 
the  Federal  Government  is  a  large  and  desperate 
army  and  nearly  eight  million  people,  who  are 
exasperated  at  the  destruction,  ilevastation,  and 
numberless  evils  that  accompany  an  invading 
army,  and  by  the  swarms  of  Government  favor- 
ites who,  as  our  Army  advances,  are  let  loose 
upon  the  population  of  the  rebel  States.  These 
favorites  are  not  soldiers;  they  do  not  slay,  but 
fatten  on  the  corpses  of  the  dead.  Sir,  to  with- 
draw our  Army  from  the  field  would  leave  the 
people  represented  by  the  Army  subject  to  con- 
quest by  the  confederate  arms,  and  the  nation  sub- 
ject lo  dictalion  for  terms  of  peace  and  indemnity 
on  northern  soil.     We  could  expect  nothing  less. 

After  a  bloody  conflict  of  three  years,  which 
has  aroused  the  grosser  and  most  violent  passions 
of  the  people  on  both  sides,  with  the  affairs  of 
the  nation  under  the  control  of  fanatics, an  abso- 
lute separation  of  the  seceded  States  must  be  rec- 
ognized before  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  or  the 
conquest  of  the  northern  Stales,  as  an  indemnity 
for  losses,  must  follow  the  withdrawal  of  our 
Army.  I,  sir,  am  not  prepai-ed  for  either  alter- 
native. This  condition  of  affairs  has  arisen  from 
the  maladiTiinistration  of  the  General  Governnr.ent. 
It  has  changed  a  legitimate  war  into  an  insane 
crusade,  having  for  its  object  the  remodeling  of 
the  mental,  moral,  social,  and  physical  condition 
of  three  or  four  million  African  slaves.  Still  a 
mangled  and  distracted  country  looks  for  deliv- 
erance to  conservative  men;  and  if  a  safe  deliv- 
erance is  ever  granted,  it  will  be  through  such 
men.  When  the  madness  and  folly  of  the  hour 
subside,  the  conservative  power  of  the  country 
must  take  the  reckoning,  and  enter  upon  its  mis- 
sion— the  task  of  restoring  the  country  and  laws, 
surrounded  by  the  difficulties  the  weakness  and 
folly  of  the  Administration  have  brought  upon 
the  nation.  The  first  move  in  that  direction  is  an 
appeal  to  the  people.  They  will  get  right;  they 
cannot  indorse  the  cruel  hypocrisy  of  the  Ad- 
ministration; they  can  now  see  no  faith  can  be  put 
in  its  pledges.  With  our  Army  to  protect  us  for 
a  season  from  southern  secessionists  in  arms,  and 
the  people  at  home  with  a  free  canvass  and  un- 
trammeled  elections,  1  hope  the  country  may  at 
last  be  rescued  from  the  two  disintegrating  ele- 
ments, treasonable  secession  and  intolerant  fanat- 
icism; that  adjustments  may  yet  be  made  con- 
sistent with  the  honor,  unity,  and  future  repose  of 
a  great  nation. 

Sir,  1  desire  peace  and  quiet  to  an  overburdened 
and  distracted  people.  I  desire  once  more  lo  wit- 
ness the  uninterrupted  progress  of  the  industrial 
pursuits  of  the  country,  the  return  of  our  com- 
merce to  its  accustomed  channels,  and  the  pro- 
gressive development  of  the  arts  and  sciences.  1 
desire  returned  to  their  families  the  thousands  of 
patriots  who  now  brave  the  dangers  and  toils  of 
war.  We  cannot  return  the  braves  fallen  in  bat- 
tle, nor  can  vie  restore  to  vigor  the  wrecked  and 
disai)led  forms  that  bear  the  cruel  inarks  of  war. 
But  the  Administration  by  a  wise  policy  could 
loiigsince  have  stayed  the  work  of  death, and  it  can 
by  Its  follies  send  misery  to  millions  more  of  in- 
nocent hearts. 

Is  it  wise,  is  it  humane,  to  scatter  death  like  the 
blHsts  of  winter  over  every  portion  of  the  coun- 
try, exacting  the  blood,  toil,  and  substance  of 
twenty  million  freemen  in  the  outside  work  of 
forcing  the  African  slave  from  his  condition,  and 
the  experiment  of  pulling  down  the  white  popu- 
lation to  a  social  and  political  equality  with  the 
negro — a  relation  which,  if  forced  upon  the  people, 
could  not  last  five  years  after  despotic  force  is  re- 
moved? The  PiTsident  has  prolonged  this  war 
and  destroyed  the  most  valuable  rights  of  a  loyal 
people;  has  obliterated  State  lines,  abrogated  State 
constitutions  and  laws,  and  virtually  declared  the 
Union  of  the  States  under  the  Constitution  shall 


not  be  permitted,  to  the  end  he  may  accomplish 
the  abolition  of  slavery.  And  in  this  he  is  sup- 
ported by  the  abolition,  constitutional-hating  ma- 
jority in  this  House.  The  gentleman  from  Mas« 
sachusetls  on  my  right  [Mr.  Baldwin]  said: 

"  'The  Union  as  it  was;'  this  is  impossible.  If  we  could 
go  back  to  the  past  and  have  the  Union  precisely  as  it  was, 
under  the  slave  power  lor  some  years  before  the  outbreak 
of  this  rebellion,  what  thoughtful  man  would  desire  it,  in 
preference  to  going  forward  to  something  better.'"  * 
*  *  *  "  Is  a  return  to  all  this,  instead  of  deliver- 
ance from  it,  something  to  pray  for.'"  *  *  *  * 
"  That  volume  of  our  history  is  now  at  a  close.  We  are 
about  to  commence  another.  The  contents  of  this  new 
volume,  unknown  to  us  now,  because  we  cannot  lift  the 
vail  that  hangs  over  the  future,  will  be  determined  by  iha 
result  of  this  contest,  and  especially  by  the  policy  that  shall 
regulate  the  restoration  of  peace."  *  *  *  * 
"  In  the  near  future  the  nation  will  be  '  all  slave  or  ^1 
free.'"  *  *  *  *  "Henceforth,  if  we  have 
the  Republic  at  all,  we  must  have  it  as  it  ought  lo  be,  as 
its  founders  meant  it  should  be." 

Sir,  this  means  we  are  to  have  no  restoration 
of  our  cherished  Union,  under  which  we  have 
grown  strong  and  influential;  that  negro  slavery 
shall  be  blotted  out  or  the  nation  shM  not  be  free; 
that  our  fathers  did  not  intend  the  Government 
they  adopted  to  be  perpetual;  that  a  new  volume 
of  history  was  about  to  be  opened,  separating  the 
present  from  the  past,  a  volume  that  shall  discard 
the  practical  admonitions  of  Washington  for  the 
wiltl  and  treasonable  frenzy  of  Massachusetts. 
Sir,  such  language  can  be  found  in  the  history  of 
the  radicals  of  France,  but  the  volume  of  history 
there  was  opened  in  characters  of  blood  and  closed 
by  the  power  of  despotism;  a  Louis  Philippe  lost 
the  throne,  but  a  despot  succeeded. 

Sir,  when  this  war  burst  upon  the  people,  the 
President  and  his  partisans  hailed  it  as  the  star 
in  the  east,  and  resolved  under  the  name  of  pa- 
triotism to  pour  out  the  blood  of  a  faithful  people 
for  the  principal  purpose  of  realizing  a  morbid 
desire  for  the  emancipation  of  the  African.  The 
design  was  concealed,  and  all  honest  men  who 
saw  through  the  deceit  were  by  the  slaves  of  power 
and  patronage  declared  unfaithful  lo  the  country; 
and  now  after  three  years  of  blood  and  taxation 
the  design  is  unmasked,  because  the  President 
believes  he  has  the  power  to  strike  down  the  cit- 
izen if  he  dare  stand  in  the  way  of  his  negro-lov- 
ing fanaticism.  His  proclamation  of  1863  was 
issued  to  try  the  temper  of  the  people  and  for  no 
practicable  end.  In  his  message  to  the  House  of 
December,  1863,  speaking  of.the  emancipation  of 
slaves  and  their  enlistment  in  the  Army,  he  says: 

"At  home  the  same  measures  have  been  fully  discussed, 
supported,  criticised,  and  denounced,  and  the  annual  elec- 
tions following  are  highly  encouraging  lo  those  whose 
otiieial  duty  it  is  to  bear  the  country  through  this  great  trial. 
Thus  we  have  the  new  reckoning  :  the  crisis  which  tlireal- 
ened  lo  divide  the  friends  of  the  Union  is  passed." 

It  is  declared  by  the  President  that  the  annual 
elections  of  1863,  that  resulted  in  Republican  ma- 
jorities, were  indorsements  of  his  emancipation 
policy  of  freeing  and  placing  the  negro  slave  as 
an  equal  with  the  white  soldier  in  the  field.  In 
the  same  document  he  says: 

"  Of  those  who  were  slaves  at  the  beginning  of  the  re- 
bellion, full  one  hundred  thousand  are  now  in  the  United 
States  military  service,  one  half  of  which  actually' bear 
arms  in  the  ranks." 

Sir,  the  people  at  the  election  of  1863  did  not 
indorse  the  policy  of  the  President  as  he  claims. 
The  issue  was  concealed  and  not  made  up;  it  un- 
masked on  the  8th  of  December,  1863,  for  the  first 
time.  The  leading  men  of  his  parly  prudently 
shrunk  from  the  real  issue  in  that  election,  and 
carried  the  elections  under  ihe  false  cry  of  Union 
and  loyally,  called  upon  the  people  to  restore  the 
\] mommder the  Consliiulion, and  hurled  thecharge 
of  sympathy  with  rebellion  upon  those  who  denied  . 
they  were  sincere.  The  President  in  his  message 
admits  that  his  negro  edicts  threatened  the  coun- 
try; a  crisis,  a  danger  was  involved,  and  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  jeopardy  to  the  free  Govern- 
ment of  iweniy  million  people  he  puts  into  ex- 
periment his  favorite  scheme,  and  for  the  realiza- 
tion of  which  he  remorselessly  uses  ihc  blood  and 
substance  of  the  nation.  Upon  paper  he  has  as- 
sumed to  blot  out  involuntary  servitude;  and  to 
accomplish  ihatend  places  the  slave  in  our  Army, 
relying  upon  the  stringent  power  of  military  dis- 
cipline lo  quarter  him  by  the  same  camp-fire  with 
the  scar-worn  veteran.  The  slave  who  is  to  be 
made  the  comrade  of  our  heroic  soldiers,  after  the 
rebellion  had  disorganized  and  weakened  the  State 
wherein  he  was  held  to  servitude,  had  notthecour- 
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age  nor  love  of  freedom  to  strike  a  manly  blow, 
but  quietly  toiled  upon  the  soil  where  the  rebel- 
lion found  him  until  our  noble  Army  opened  a 
safe  mode  of  escape,  and  the  War  Department 
furnished  transportation  to  somequietnook  where 
the  orgies  of  abolitionism  might  confer  a  new 
order  of  knighthood  on  the  sable  transcendental 
hero.  That  portion  of  the  proclamation  and  ac- 
companying oath,  and  the  pre<enci!ed  reconstruc- 
tion of  rebellious  States  can  be  comprehended  only 
when  read  by  light  of  the  past  and  present  acts  of 
the  President  and  Congress.  The  message  proc- 
lamation, sir,  assumes  that  all  States  which  passed 
ordinances  of  secession  are  out  of  the  Union,  that 
de  facto  and  as  a  matter  of  law,  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  and  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  several  seceded  States  as  to  them  are  abro- 
gated, and  that  an  undefined  right  of  con-trol  over 
those  States  lingers  in  the  General  Government. 
The  President  has  placed  the  right  of  govern- 
mental interference  in  the  preamble  of  his  proc- 
lamation as  follows: 

"  Whereas  in  and  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  it  is  provided  th;U  the  President  shall  have  power 
to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for  offenses  against  the  Uni- 
ted States  exeept  in  cases  of  impeachment." 

The  President,  sir,  does  not  explain  by  what 
•logical  process  the  power  to  grant  pardon  confers 
upon  him  the  right  to  reconstruct  at  his  caprice 
a  government  in  the  rebellious  States.  If  he  pos- 
sesses the  power  it  must  be  traced  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution.  He,  by  virtue  of  the 
organic  law,  and  by  virtue  of  that  alone,  is  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Army.  That  instrument  clothes  him 
with  all  legitimate  power  the  people  can  confer 
upon  him  short  of  a  revolution.  This  position  as 
to  flower  is  correct,  or  it  must  follow  the  President 
is  a  usurper.  If,  sir,  he  acts  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, will  some  gentleman  on  the  otherside  inform 
the  House  where  in  its  provisions  may  be  found 
the  authority  for  his  imperial  decree  ?  Certainly 
not  in  the  power  to  respite  sentences  and  pardon 
felons.  The  provision  on  that  subject  cited  is 
simply  oneof  clemency,  where  the  demands  of  the 
criminal  law  cannot  be  turned  aside  by  extenua- 
ting circumstances.  It  certainly  confers  no  power 
requisite  to  create  State  governments,  and  adopt 
at  his  pleasure  the  monstrous  doctrine  of  State 
suicide.  The  claim  that  "limited  and  conditional 
pardons  accord  with  well-established  judicial  ex- 
positions of  the  pardoning  power"  cannot  sustain 
the  proclamation.  The  conditions,  sir,  by  all 
judicial  constructions,  must  attach  to  the  criminal 
and  his  acts  of  omission  or  commission  as  im- 
posed by  the  pardon,  and  not  to  his  kindred,  the 
citizens  of  his  State,  nor  to  the  State  as  a  people 
or  political  organization.  Nor  can  the  pardon- 
ing power  impose  conditions  upon  the  culprit 
which  would  be  in  violation  of  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  you  cannot  ar- 
raign in  gross  as  felons  eight  million  people  in 
any  legal  sense  and  apply  the  pardoning  power. 
This  would  be  equivalent  to  indicting  monfcmtZ; 
and,  sir,  if  such  an  absurdity  were  possible,  as 
long  as  there  is  one  man  in  the  rebellious  States 
guilty  of  no  crime  and  loyal  to  the  constitutional 
Government,  no  conditions  that  affect  his  rights  as 
acitizen  can  be  imposed,  for  it  would  be  in  viola- 
tion of  law.  Violence  and  lawless  power  often 
confound  the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  but  the 
law  is  chargeable  with  no  such  absurdity  and 
outrage.  The  President's  claim  to  reconstruct 
under  the  pardoning  power  is  a  pretext  too  trans- 
parent to  require  any  extended  examination.  He 
at  the  same  time  invokes  and  violates  the  Consti- 
tution. 

But,  sir,  the  President  has  friends  on  this  floor 
who  abandon  the  source  of  authority  pointed  out 
by  thePresident'smessage,  and  maintain  hisright 
"to  admit  into  the  Union"with  new  \a.ws  or  edicts, 
and  fractured  constitutions,  the  rebellious  States, 
underthe  following  provision  of  the  Constitution: 
"  The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  Stale 
in  this  Union  a.  republican  form  of  government." 
If  this  provision  is  literally  construed,  and  the 
theory  of  negroites,  that  the  seceded  States  are  no 
longer  in  the  Union  as  Slates,  is  correct,  then,  sir, 
this  provision  is  not  applicable  to  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  the  proclamation.  Sir,  it  applies  to  Statesin 
the  Union,  and  not  to  a  case  where  Stale  laws  and 
constitutions  have  been  expunged,  and  the  States 
as  bodies-politic  under  the  Constitution  obliter- 
ated.    But,  sir,  if  1   concede  that,  by  reason  of 


domain,  the  United  States  have  the  right  within 
the  area  of  the  rebellious  States  to  establish  local 
governments,  and  receive  the  territory  covered  by 
them  into  the  Union,  the  President  under  the  broad 
concession  cannot  sustain  his  proclamation  unless 
he  can  establish  the  fact  he  is  the  United  States, 
that  he  is  constitutionally  both  the  executive  and 
legislative  power.  1  apprehend ,  sir,  the  clause  re- 
ferred to  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  fcind  of  gov- 
ernment to  be  maintained,  in  contradistinction  to 
a  monarchy,  oligarchy,  or  aristocracy.  We  must 
look  to  other  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  sir, 
as  to  the  modes  of  accomplishing  the  ends  in  the 
supposed  case. 

Article  four,  section  three,  of  the  Constitution 
provides  for  the  admission  into  the  Union  of  new 
States  by  Congress,  and  it  is  under  this  provis- 
ion, if  at  all,  the  power  is  given.  But,  sir,  the 
President  cannot  exercise  any  of  the  powers  of 
Congress;  he  is  not'the  legislative  power;  and 
any  attempt  to  arrogate  that  power  is  a  tyrannical 
usurpation,  which,  if  tolerated,  will  serve  as  a 
precedent  which  will  ultimately  destroy  represent- 
ative government.  I  need  not  pause,  sir,  to  es- 
tablish the  fact  that  Congress  cannot  delegate  by 
prior  or  retroactive  legislation  any  legislative 
power.  I  am  therefore  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  proclamation  of  the  President  can  be 
sustained  by  no  organic  or  statute  law,  and  is  a 
palpable  violation  of  the  trusts  reposed  in  him, 
and  an  utter  disregard  of  constitutional  obliga- 
tions. 

]Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  considered  the' subject 
thus  far  granting,  for  argument's  sake,  the  prem- 
ises that  the  rebellious  States  are  out  of  the  Union;* 
that  their  ordinances  of  secession  and  the  conflict 
of  arms  have  suiidered  them  from  the  political 
fabric.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  pay  that  compliment 
to  treason ,  nor  could  you  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  negro  were  not 
involved.  He,  in  your  estimation,  is  the  talisman 
before  which  the  liberty  and  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  freemen  of  the  country  pale  and  ex- 
pire. If  the  rebellious  States  have  separated  from 
the  Union,  they  have  sundered  the  strong  bonds 
of  the  Constitution,as  the  vessel  breaks  the  chain 
that  confines  her  to  the  firm  anchor. 

Sir,  I  ask  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  to  inform  me  by  what  principles  this  de- 
parture from  the  body-politic  has  been  accom- 
plished ?  The  ordinances  of  secession  were  trea- 
sonable and  absolutely  void.  I  presume  no  hon- 
orable gentleman  on  this  floor  will  claim  those 
ordinances  had  any  legal  force.  If  they  had,  then 
the  Government  had  no  right  to  oppose  them. 
What  is  legal  and  binding  cannot  justly  be  re- 
sisted by  force.  The  ordinances  were  void  and 
criminal.  Mr.  Chairman,  what  further  has  trans- 
pired to  change  the  political  relation  of  those  States 
to  the  Union  ?  It  cannot  be  the  fact  of  establish- 
ing/orms  of  independent  governments;  the  right 
to  do  this  depended  upon  the  void  ordinances,  and 
the  foundation  upon  which  they  built  was  treason 
to  the  United  States;  this  I  trust  will  not  sustain 
any  claim  of  the  guilty  actors.  Sir,  there  only 
remains  that  the  secession  atrd  formation  of  pre- 
tended governments  has  been  followed  by  a  war 
of  three  years  of  various  fortunes;  but,  sir,  every 
soldier  of  the  seceded  States  who  has  discharged 
a  gun  at  our  Army  has  committed  an  overt  act  of 
treason,  (unless  secession  is  a  voluntary  right,) 
and  the  many  conflicts  in  the  field  have  not  yet 
changed  the  crime  nor  made  rebellion  legal;  if 
they  had,  the  civilized  world  and  the  country 
would  have  recognized  the  fact  and  put  an  end  to 
the  sanguinary  conflict. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  the  rebellion  broke  upon 
the  country,  every  State  involved  in  it  had  a  con- 
stitution and  laws,  which  for  years  had  been  rec- 
ognized by  the  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial 
departments  of  the  United  States  as  republican  in 
form,  and  binding  upon  its  subjects,  and  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  the  Government.  (This,  I 
suppose,  is  what  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[iVIr.  tl.  Winter  Davis]  declared  the  folly  of  the 
fathers.)  Sir,  what  has  become  of  those  consti- 
tutions and  laws.'  Will  any  gentleman  on  this 
floor  admit  that  void  and  treasonable  ordinances, 
laws,  and  hostilities  have  abrogated  them.'  I  had 
supposed  that  a  Void  could  not  destroy  a  valid 
hiw.  We  are  only  justified  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  war  upon  the  theory  that  all  acts  of  the  rebel- 
lious States  as  such  nre  absolutely  void;  that  the 
constitutional  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  self-pro- 


tection, confers  a  war  power  upon  the  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  Chairman,  we  must  abandon  our  the- 
ory of  treason  or  concede  that  the  rebellion  has  not 
changed  the  constitution  and  laws  existing  in  the 
States  when  they  were  involved  in  the  treason. 
I  am  satisfied,  sir,  the  true  and  rational  principle 
is,  that  the  old  constitutions  and  laws  in  these 
Statesandof  the  United  States  are  legally  in  force, 
and  binding  within  their  respective  limits.  All 
that  is  wanting  is  the  power  to  enfcffce  them;  and 
to  accomplish  that  end  our  Army  is  in  the  field. 
I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  ofiicers  of  Slate  have 
vacated,  in  the  rebellious  districts,  their  official 
positions,  but  this  fact  does  not  destroy  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  States;  they  provide  for 
elections  to  fill  vacancies,  and  expressly  recognize 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  The  duty  of  this 
Government  is  simply  by  force  to  remove  the 
treasonable  obstructions  in  those  States  to  the 
free  action  of  the  laws,  and  the  vitality  of  the 
body-politic  in  every  State  will  set  in  motion  the 
functions  of  complete  government.  We  are  not, 
if  we  succeed  in  the  contest,  in  the  situation  of 
conquerors  of  a  foreign  nation.  We  engaged  in 
this  war,  sir,  under  the  mandates  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  its  continuance  cannot  be  justified  ex- 
cept it  be  to  restore  the  rebellious  States  with  their 
ol-d  constitutions  and  laws  to  the  Union  underthe 
Constitution  of  the  Uoited  States.  This,  sir,  is 
the  basis  of  the  much-abused  doctrine,  "  the 
Union  as  it  was  and  the  Constitution  as  it  is." 
The  obstructions  to  the  execution  of  national  and 
State  laws  in  the  rebellious  States  would  long 
since  have  terminated  had  the  Administration  de- 
sired to  restore  the  Union  and  acted  as  zealously 
to  that  end  as  it  has  for  the  stupid  negro.  We 
are  told  it  is  not  possible  to  restore  the  Union  as 
it  was.  This  is  not  true,  unless  it  be  admitted 
we  cannot  overcome  the  retjellious  States.  If  you 
have  the  power,  sir,  to  carry  out  one  tenth  of  the 
ruinous  and  unwise  legislation  of  this  and  the  pre- 
ceding Congress,  you  have  the  force  to  put  into 
successful  action  the  organic  and  statutory  laws 
of  every  rebellious  State. 

What,  sir,  is  the  Union  as  it  was?  Is  it  not 
the  sovereign  control  of  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  States  sub- 
ject to  the  delegated  powers  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, extending  throughout  the  territory  of 
the  confederate  States,  each  affected  and  perform- 
ing its  functions  within  the  territorial  limits  des- 
ignated by  its  constitution  and  laws  before  the 
rebellion.'  Whether  property  of  any  kind  has 
been  destroyed  by  the  iron  ti-ead  of  war,  whether 
fields  have  been  desolated  and  cities  left  in  ruins, 
does  not  change  the  principle;  the  laws  act  on 
whatever  remains  when  the  resistance  is  overcome. 
The  nature  of  the  Government  and  the  relation 
of  the  States  in  no  manner  depend,  as  far  as  the 
Union  is  concerned,  upon  the  kind  or  quantity  of 
property  in  the  States,  North  or  South;  nor  do  I 
think  it  depends,  after  cessation  of  hostilities, 
upon  the  number  of  persons  who  have  violated 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  any  or  all  of  the 
States;  and  any  unconstitutional  proclamation  or 
act  interfering  with  property  will  in  the  end  prove 
abortive.  The  question  as  to  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty and  violations  of  law  in  the  seceded  States 
must  ultimately  be  one  for  judicial  determination, 
and  never  can  be  put  to  rest  by  the  sword.  War 
is  an  unnatural  condition  of  society,  political  and 
social,  necessarily  limited  in  its  duration  and  de- 
structive in  its  career. 

But,  sir,  there  is  a  principle  as  unlimited  in  its 
duration  as  time,  that  neither  war  nor  conquest 
can  annihilate  or  subdue:  it  is  rational  liberty. 
Its  protege  is  man.  Armed  legio>is  may  walk 
over  its  prostrate  form;  merciless  fanaticism,  in 
her  moments  of  frenzy,  may  assail  it,  but  cannot 
entomb  it  with  departed  republics;  it  abides  with 
man,  and  passes  from  generation  to  generation 
inextinguishable.  It  may  be  obscured  for  a  time; 
but,  as  the  crimson  torrents  of  war  subside,  it 
guides  and  shapes  the  destiny  of  nations.  It  will 
not  a'bandon  a  people  worthy  of  its  protection, 
nor  will  it  abide  with  the  coward  slave.  Its  in- 
struments are  constitutions,  laws,  and  the  um- 
pirage of  a  judiciary.  To  these  from  the  surging 
sea  of  human  passions  we  must  return,  or  squan- 
der, in  the  frenzy  of  fanaticism  and  the  grasping 
for  unreal  objects,  the  grandeur  of  the  past.  The 
sooner  we  retrace  our  steps  iind  follow  the  foot- 
prints of  the  fathers  the  better  for  the  country  and 
humanity. 
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Sir,  I  linve considered  thenutliority  to  issue  the 
proclamation.  1  propose  i:)riefly  now  to  examine 
the  terms  of  tlic  proclamation  and  the  qaesiion  of 
itsdosign  and  ;.)robable  efl'ects.  The  proclamation, 
tire  President  says,  "  to  prevent  misunderstand- 
ing," is  intended  "  to  present  the  people  of  the 
States  wherein  tlie  national  authority  has  been 
suspended  and  loyal  State  governments  have  been 
subverted,  a  mode  in  and  by  which  the  national 
authority  may  be  reestablished."  It  is  well  his 
Excellency  gave  the  explanation,  or  the  people, 
who  have  been  familiar  with  the  majority  rule  in 
thebctter  days  of  the  nation  would  not  have  sus- 
pected he  intended  to  restore  a  government  in 
these  States  republican  in  form,  and  restore  an 
elective  representation  wnrfer/Zie  Constitution.  Flis 
one-tenth  vote  is  a  joke  a  little  too  practical  on 
the  remaining  nine  tenths  of  the  voters  in  the  des- 
ignated States.  Who,  sir,  are  the  electors  through 
whom  the  President  will  establish  a  democratic 
form  of  government  in  Louisiana  and  the  ten  re- 
maining States.'  One  tenth  part  of  the  voters  of 
each  State,  as  shown  by  the  vote  of  18G0  for  Pres- 
ident. As  to  the  character  and  antecedents  of  the 
electors  who  are  to  nurse  this  bantling  of  White 
House  republicanism  the  President  shall  speak 
for  himself.     He  says: 

"  Whereas  it  is  now  desired  by  some  persons  heretofore 
aigagcdin  said  rcbeltion  to  resiiiiie  tlieir  allegiance  to  tlie 
United  States,  and  to  reinaugurati;  loyal  State  governments 
vviiliin  and  lor  tlieir  respective  Slates:  'J'liorcrcire  I,  Abra- 
liam  I>incoln,  l^roslUcnt  oltlic  United  Slates,  do  proclaim, 
declare,  and  make  known  to  all  persons  who  have  directly 
or  by  implication  jiarticijiatedin  llie  existing  rebellion,"  &c. 

Treason,  sir,  is  the  foundation  of  reconstruc- 
tion, is  to  be  the  main  pillar  of  universal  liberty  ! 
INIcii  who  leturi)  from  rebel  battle-fields  crim- 
soned with  the  blood  of  jiatriots,  and  who,  for 
three  years,  have  with  cruel  ferocity  hunted  down 
the  Union-loving  men  of  the  seceded  States,  are 
the  men  who  may  constitute  the  one-tenth  recon- 
struction basis,  no  matter,  sir,  if  their  reeking 
hands  stain  with  the  blood  of  recently  slain  pa- 
triots the  parchment  upon  which  the  perjured  oath 
is  written;  provided  only  they  ai-e  content  to  be 
the  slavish  instruments  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  they  are 
to  be  the  warders  of  the  innoT  temple  of  liberty 
and  the  equals  of  their  recent  slaves.  The  basis 
of  our  representative  Government  is  that  a  majority 
controls.  The  President  hasdiscovcred,  however, 
that  an  oalh  of  fealty  to  himself  is  equal  to  the 
votes  of  nine  men,  and  the  act  of  taking  the  oath 
and  voting  gives  a  plain  constitutional  majority. 
Sir,  the  President  offers  treason  the  fruits  of  its 
iniquity  as  a  bribe,  on  condition  the  traitor  will 
praciically  secure  to  him  another  term  of  olRce 
through  the  medium  of  sham  electoral  votes.  1 
am  not  averse  to  adjustments,  consistent  with  the 
honor  o!"thc  country,  which  will  revive  the  laws 
in  the  disaffected  States;  but  a  reconstruction  upon 
the  policy  of  the  proclamation  is  an  utter  impos- 
eibiliiy,  and  shocks  all  notions  of  representative 
Government.  Sir,  the  imposed  oath  is  intended 
to  bind  the  conscience  of  the  voter  to  violate  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  laws  of 
his  own  State,  and  to  bind  the  supposed  freenian  to 
support  and  maintain  all  future  acts  of  Congress 
and  proclamations  of  the  President  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery. 

The  proclamation  binds  to  acts  that  the  old  laws 
of  the  States  make  criminal;  such  an  oath  is  not 
binding,  morally  or  legally.  But,  sir,  suppose  it 
is  taken  by  the  requisite  number,  how  long  can  it 
be  relied  upon.'  He  who  has  raised  his  parri- 
cidal Hand  againslhiscountry,  and  the  liberty  and 
happiness  of  the  people,  and  shelters  from  the 
penalties  of  treason  under  a  slavish  oath,  will  not 
regard  its  obligations  when  it  is  safe  to  abandon 
them. 

The  President  in  Ills  mcsisagc  of  the  4ih  of  July, 
1861,  says: 

"It  may  well  bo  qin^slionod  wlictbor  there  is  to  day  a 
m.-vjorityoflcgallyqnalifiRd  voter."  ofany  State  except  South 
Carolina  in  lavor  ordisiinion." 

That  must  be  the  case  to-day,  unless  the  proc- 
himalionsarid  unwi.se  policy  of  the  Administration 
havedriven  Union  men  in  theSoutli  into  secession. 
1'liat  there  are  loyal  men  in  all  the  seceded  States 
no  one  doubts,  and  the  President's  message  pla- 
cing the  traitor  and  the  Union  man  whose  prop, 
erty  he  has  destroyed  and  whose  life  he  has  corn- 
paused  ill  such  relutioirH  i.s  monutrouM.  To  rerpiire 
men  wlio  have  stood  in  the  South  ntnid  the  dan- 
gers of  treason,  who.sc  properly  has  i)ecn  de- 
stroyed, to  take  an  oalh  contrary  louiiy  law,  niicl 


insulting  to  an  honorablemanhood,  will  be  chron- 
icled as  a  monstrous  tyranny. 

This  revolution  has  given  birth  to  a  system  of 
oaths  of  which  history  makes  no  mention.  Swrar- 
ing  seems  to  be  the  mania  of  the  President.  He 
seems  confident  of  reconstructing  the  Union  upon 
allidavits.  He  feels  quite  sure  he  can  have  the 
negro  sworn  into  freedom  and  the  white  man 
sworn  down  to  his  level.  Would  you  pass  from 
the  ranks  of  treason  into  the  full-blown  honors  of 
the  Republic  for  good  or  evil,  you  must  swear. 
Would  you  exercise  the  sacred  right  of  voting, 
you  must  swear  by  Lincoln  and  the  negro.  Would 
you  hold  position  or  rob  the  people,  the  President 
has  some  new-vamped  oath  which  you  have  only 
to  take.  No  matter  if  the  oaths  are  void,  the  Presi- 
dent has  a  penchant  for  them,  and  is  satisfied  the 
Constitution  can  be  dcstroyeil  and  restored  by  af- 
fidavits. If  the  Constitution  had  been  a  long  affi- 
davit, the  President  by  proclamation,  I  presume, 
would  declare  it  had  not  and  could  not  be  violated. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  proclamation  and  acts  of 
Congress  relating  to  the  States  in  rebellion  do  not 
look  to  a  reconstruction  of  that  constitutional 
Union;  they  relate  to  the  negro.  I  am  willing  to 
leave  him  where  the  Constitution  does,  subject  to 
the  vicissitudes  of  war.  I  am  not  a  slavery  propa- 
gandist, nor  am  I  an  abolitionist;  but,  sir,  you 
couple  the  abolition  of  slavery  with  the  freedom 
and  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  the  long  train  of 
abuses  the  white  man  has  been  subjected  to  is  trace- 
able to  your  abolition  schemes.  Millions  of  money 
have  been  expended  in  furtherpnce  of  those  de- 
signs; the  war  has  been  prolonged  and  tlie  strife 
rendered  more  deadly  by  your  policy.  Sir,  the 
Government  now  is  enlisting  in  our  Army  ne- 
groes, not  to  fight  our  battles,  but  to  furnish  an 
excuse  of  emancipation.  An  act  of  Congress  of 
this  session  provides  for  paying  bounties  to  them, 
and  taxing  the  people  to  purchase  their  freedom. 
Sir,  under  that  act  the  War  Department  takes  the 
lame  and  the  old,  takes  women  and  children,  under 
pretense  of  recruiting,  and  conveys  them  within 
the  lines.  The  pretense  that  we  depend  upon  the 
negro  to  fight  our  battles  is  the  false  scheme  of 
abolitionism.  Let  no  man  be  deceived;  not  one 
white  man  less  will  be  called  out  by  reason  of 
negro  recruits  in  the  Army.  The  enormous  call  of 
seven  hundred  thousand  men  was  made  that  we 
might  have  white  rnen  sufficient  in  the  draft,  witli- 
out  depending  ujion  the  prowess  of  negro  slaves 
as  soldiers.  Sir,  arms  ai-e  put  into  the  hands  of 
that  class  to  accomplish  their  freedom,  and  sooner 
or  later,  if  irbe  necessary  to  that  end,  abolition 
fanatics  and  negroes  will  turn  these  arms  against 
the  people.  The  affair  bears  the  marks  of  the 
incipient  move  toward  the  scenes  of  St.  Domin- 
go. The  effort  to  equalize  the  negro  and  depress 
the  white  man  will  be  futile.  Call  the  cause  pre- 
judice, or  what  you  will,  laws  and  society  are 
made  up  by  the  aggregate  mind,  and  that  mind  is 
composed  of  reason,  passions,  likes  and  dislikes, 
which  must  be  respected  by  the  lawgiver,  and 
can  never  be  destroyed  by  any  force. 

Sir,  our  large  Army  is  depleting  the  labor  of 
the  country;  millions  cease  to  be  producers  and 
are  consumers.  And  you  still  remove  from  plan- 
tations in  loyal  States  and  within  the  lines  of 
our  Army  the  negro,  who  might  upon  the  soil 
safely  become  a  producer  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country.  Hundreds  and  thousands  arc  daily 
brought  iti  us  additional  burdens  upon  the  over- 
taxed people.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  say  they  are  our  children  and  incapable 
of  taking  care  of  themselves,  and  we  must  pro- 
vide for  them.  Sir,  these  incompetents  are  the 
negro  soldiers  an  abolition  ]iress  prates  so  much 
about.  Sir,  the  negro  policy  of  the  Administra- 
tion lias  already  cost  the  country  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  be  raised  by  taxation,  and  if  the  people 
will  not  in  a  ])ro[icr  manner  stop  it,  will  sow  the 
seeds  of  war  and  strife  for  generations.  You  say 
slavery  is  the  cause  of  the  war.  It  was  caused 
by  the  ambition  of  incn,  and  slavery  stjized  as  an 
excuse  for  partisan  ends.  But,  sir,  if  it  was  the 
cause  of  the  war  is  it  wise  to  adopt  a  policy  which 
will  furnish  ample  causes  for  future  wars.'  In 
your  efforts  to  remove  the  cause  you  may  slay 
the  dr.igon,  but,  sir,  you  sow  his  teetli,  from 
which  will  spring  up  armed  men  in  deadly  and 
blind  strife  from  generation  to  generation.  V'our 
couise,  sir,  is  cruelty  to  ihe  producing  and  labor- 
ing cla.-i.ses  of  th(!  loyal  States.  You  tax  their  toil 
to  ultimately  bring  liy  their  sidce  the  competition 


of  negro  labcu-  and  negro  social  relations.  A  mem- 
ber on  this  floor  has  stated  our  Army  is  an  abo- 
lition Army.  This,  sir,  is  not  correct.  The  gen- 
tleman mistakes  the  Army.  It  feels  keenly  the 
negro-enlisting  policy,  but  laws  of  discipline  place 
the  soldier  whei-e  he  is  compelled  for  tlie  present 
to  submit,  and  he  v/ho  supposes  our  soldiers  are 
abolitionized  does  them  great  injustice. 

Mr.  Chairman,"  I  would  be  ready  to  expend  all 
the  available  means  of  the  country  to  restore  the 
Union  and  laws  and  insure  the  safety  of  the  coun- 
try;  but,  sir,  the  people  will  pause  and  inquire  what 
this  favorite  scheme  of  emancipation  is  costing 
the  nation.  The  value  of  all  real  and  personal 
property  in  the  States  not  in  secession,  as  esti- 
mated in  1860,  was  $10,957,5.30,.'')61.  This  sum 
covers  much  unproductive  land.  Our  indebtedness 
at  this  time  is  more  than  one  third  of  this  value, 
with  an  expense  of  over  one  million  dollars  per 
day,  adding  to  the  present  debt.  With  the  increase 
of  indebtedness  that  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
frointhecourseof  the  Administration,  three  years' 
longer  conflict  will  leave  upon  us  a  debt  exceeding 
the  entire  value  of  the  property  of  the  loyal  States. 
Gentlemen  on  this  floor  figure  the  sums,  and  de- 
clare the  labor  of  the  country  by  small  contribu- 
tions from  each  year's  earning  can  keep  down  the. 
interest  of  this  debt.  Sir,  upon  all  the  property 
included  in  the  estimate  labor  cannot  earn  more 
than  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  the  capital  of 
the  country,  while  the  enormous  debt  calls  upon 
the  produce  of  labor  upon  capital  for  notless  than 
six  percent.  Plow  long  can  any  nation  endure  this, 
and  how  long  will  it  be  before  capital  will  own  the 
entire  labor  of  the  counfl-y;  the  laboring  classes 
become  subjected  to  the  capitalists  not  of  this 
country  only,  but  of  Europe.'  Sir,  with  three 
years'  more  continuance  of  prodigality  and  cur- 
rent expenses  not  a  man  in  the  country  will  be 
worth  one  dollar;  the  Government  lien  for  taxes 
will  be  equal  to  all  his  effects.  All  personal  prop- 
erty and  l;ibor  is  now  taxed,  and  direct  taxation 
upon  lands  must  soon  follow. 

1  desire  to  notice,  before  closing,  one  or  two 
remarks,  sir,  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  H.  Winter  Davis. 1  In  his  remarks  in  the 
House  he  said: 

"  But  it  is  necessary  now  to  determine  our  policy  re- 
specting the  negroes  when  freed  ;  to  Ibrin  some  deHnite 
ideas  as  to  wlial  shall  be  the  future  of  the  negro  race  ;  in 
other  words,  what  disposition  we  will  make  of  them  when 
v.'C  have  broken  the  masters'  yoke,  when  INIaryland  shall 
have  broken  it  liereal'ter,  wlioii  Missouri  sliall  h.we  finally 
broken  it,  when  West  Virginia  sliall  have  finally  broken 
it,  and  when  slavery  in  all  the  rebel  States  shall  have  byen 
destioyed  and  broken  up  in  fact." 

I  understand  fronfi  this  he  desires  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  by  the  war  power  or  some  other 
means;  but  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  tortu- 
ous course  of  the  gentleman  politically  ,;uul  know 
the  fact  that  he  appears  upon  the  surface  only 
when  some  trouble  or  violence  distracts  his  dis- 
trict, will  not  receive  his  convictions  as  those  of 
his  State,  or  even  of  the  district  he  represents, 
without  further  knowledge  than  the  mere  fact  of 
a  commission  and  seat  in  this  Flouse.  The  hon- 
orable member  also  opposes  colonization  of  the 
emancipated  negro,  and  desires  him  to  remain 
with  the  white  population  in  the  midst  of  which 
he  has  been  a  slave;  the  gentleman  insists  that 
there  is  no  danger  of  a  war  of  races,  and  that  the 
African  can  obtain  and  quietly  retain  a  position 
as  a  freeman  with  those  who  have  held  him  as  a 
slave,  and  he  puts  to  itiembers  the  sophistical  in- 
quiry following: 

"Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  the  foundation  of  this  view.'  The 
negro  must  be  colonized  if  he  be  free,  or  a  war  of  races 
will  exlerminate  him!  What  justifies  llii.s  alternative.' 
Will  gentlemen  tell  mc  where  in  the  history  of  the  world 
they  lind  Ihe  fact  upon  which  they  base  that  ;uilouudin«! 
generalization  .■'  (.'ivilized  people  have  overborne  savages, 
men  of  one  religion  liave  borne  down  men  of  a  difl'ereut  re- 
ligion, ambition  has  overturned  one  nation  by  another;  but 
where  in  the  history  ol'lho  world  is  llier(^  any  easeof  a  na- 
ti(m  going  to  work  io  evti'miiiiale  a  large  porlion  of  its  peo- 
ple of  another  rare  living  in  the  midst  of  it,  of  the  same 
religion,  civilized  in  the  same  manner,  conforming  to  its 
laws,  .subject  to  its  will,  willing  to  work  for  its  wui'es,  not 
ambitious,  and  not  disturbing  the  public  peace,  Gecniis<! 
they  are  ofa  ditferent  race?  Where  is  tlio  instance  In  the 
history  of  the  world  of  the  subjugation  and  uiassaciu  of  ii 
different  race  under  these  cireuiustances .'" 

Living  in  the  midst  of  it,  of  the  same'  religion, 
civilizi'd  in  the  satiie  manner,  conforming  to  its 
laws,  snliie<'t  to  its  will,  willing  to  work  for  it."* 
wages,  not  ambiiiou.s  and  not  disiturhiug  the  pub- 
lic peace.  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman  supposes  a 
state  of  fuels  wliich  he  cannot  bhuw  i.s  apiilicable 
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to  the  ciise.  Not  ambitious,  subject  to  the  will 
of  the  whites,  conforming  to  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try, civilized  in  the  same  manner,  not  disturbing 
the  public  peace!  Tlie  gentleman  takes  for 
granted  that  all  these  suppositions  will  prove  cor- 
rect if  tiie  negro  is  emancipated,  and  draws  de- 
ductions from  a  state  of  facts  created  by  his  im- 
agination. Sir,  will  the  emancipated  negro 
slave,  under  the  influences  of  a  morbid  abolition- 
ism, conform  to  the  laws,  be  subject  to  the  will 
of  the  nation,  will  he  be  willing  to  labor,  will  he 
be  unambitious,  will  he  not  be  the  cause  of  the 
disturbance  of  the  public  peace? 

All  of  the  questions  must  be  settled  before  the 
conclusions  of  the  member  from  the  Baltimore 
district  can  be  sustained.  Sir,  he  supposes  a  state 
of  facts  that  does  not  exist  in  history.  The  eman- 
cipated slave  will  be  jealous  of  his  newly  con- 
ferred position;  the  white  man  will  ill  consent  to 
be  jostled  by  the  black  barbarian.  The  difference 
of  caste  will  constantly  remind  the  one  of  his 
former  inferior  position,  and  beget  an  insolence 
toward  his  superior  and  former  master. 

The  white  man  will  not  forget  that  the  negro 
has  been  his  slave  and  inferior,  and  the  sudden 
legal  and  political  equality  of  the  races  will  be  the 
source  of  annoyance  to  the  superior  race,  and  of 
jealousy  and  hatred  to  the  inferior.  The  differ- 
ence of  color  will  continue  these  remembrances 
from  one  generation  to  another.  The  negro  will 
either  be  ambitious,  or  be  to  all  intents  a  slave, 
though  nominally  free.  His  struggles  for  a  prac- 
tical equality  will  be  resisted  and  engender  the, 
contempt  and  anger  of  his  superior. 

Nor  will  he  be  civilized  by  the  same  means  the 
white  man  is.  The  latter  finds  civilization  by  the 
workings  of  his  indomitable  v.?ill;the  negro  civil- 
izes only  as  he  comes  in  contact  with  his  supe- 
rior. He  is  raised  and  improved,  not  by  his  own, 
but  by  the  will  end  energies  of  another  race,  and 
when  he  passes  beyond  this  influence  he  relapses 
into  barbarism.  Will  he  labor?  Sir,  when  left 
to  himself  he  is  the  child  of  indolence.  Itis  well 
known  the  free  negro  labors  better  in  the  slave 
than  in  the  non-slave'holding  States.  This  results 
from  two  causes:  firstly,  the  example  of  slave  la- 
bor; secondly,  the  more  complete  influence  of  the 
white  race  over  the  black  in  States  where  a  large 
proportion  of  them  are  held  in  slavery. 

Sir,  if  all  the  slaveholding  States  see  fit  to  eman- 
cipate the  slave  in  a  legal  manner,  involving  no 
violence,  I  would  be  willing  to  witness  the  fact 
and  pleased  at  its  accomplishment.  But,  sir, 
emancipation  and  forcing  an  equality  between  the 
races  are  different  matters.  But  abolitionists  will 
not  be  satisfied  with  emancipation.  They  will 
press  the  equality  and  mingling  of  the  races  until 
a  war  of  extermination  will  destroy  the  negro  or 
drive  him  back  again  to  bondage.  Sir,  we  can- 
not remodel  mankind  by  legislation.  We  must 
take  the  races  with  their  differences,  their  pas- 
sions and  |)rejudiccs,  and  if  we  are  wise  will  act 
with  a  reference  to  them  for  the  best  interests  of 
all. 

Mr.  Chairman,  St.  Domingo  has  been  referred 
to.  The  war  in  the  island  originated  during  the 
French  Revolution,  and  not,  as  I  read  the  history 
of  the  times,  because  the  French  Assembly  had 
freed  the  negroes,  but  because  emancipationists 
had  tampered  with  the  negro,  conferred  on  the 
free  negro  the  right  of  voting,  and  afterward  de- 
nied the  right;  had  placed  aims  in  (he  hands  of 
the  free  negro,  and  inspired  him  with  a  desire  of 
equality  with  the  white  residents,  which  they  in- 
dignantly rejected;  and  here,  after  the  first  steps 
toward  equality  in  the  French  portion  of  the  fsl- 
and,  began  that  fearful  war  of  races;  the  negro 
being  the  stronger  exterminated  the  white  race  to 
all  intents. 

But,  sir,  what  was  the  condition  of  Flayti  after 
the  negro  became  the  master  of  the  land?  The 
nroductsof  iheisland  were  merely  nominal, those 
l)ranche3  of  industry  requiring  considerable  labor 
were  neglected,  and  it  was  declared  in  the  con- 
stitution of  1806  that  no  while  man  should  hold 
landed  properly  in  the  island.  In  1789  the  pop- 
ulation in  the  French  portion  of  the  island  was  as 
follows,  to  wit:  whites,  30,826;  free  people  of 
color,  27,548;  slaves,  465,429. 

The  state  of  industry  after  the  independence  is 
shown  by  the  follov.'ing  statistics:  clayed  sufar 
under  the  free  Government  in  1789,  the  exp°orl 
annually  exceeded  47,500,000  French  pounds, 
and  diminished  under  Toussaint's  Government 


to  16,500  pounds,  and  under  Pitiou's  rule  to  198 
pounds  in  1818,  and  in  1820  to  2,700  pounds. 
The  article  of  coffee  for  export  in  1789  under 
French  rule  was  7-6,835,219  pounds,  in  1801  it  de- 
clined to  43,420,270  pounds,  from  1819  to  1824 it 
was  about  35;000,000  pounds,  and  in  1826  about 
32,000,000  pounds. 

It  is  useless  to  follow  the  matter  further.  The 
British  historian  admits  industry  declined  after 
the  independence  of  Hayti. 

Mr.  HARDING  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  yield  to  me  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  HARDING.  I  will  if  the  time  occupied 
by  the  gentleman  is  not  to  be  taken  out  of  my 
time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  can  be  done  if  there 
is  no  objection. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  HARDING.  Then  I  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man for  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  only  desire  to  say,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  I  \<ras  notin  the  House  this  morn- 
ing when  ray  colleague  from^the  twentieth  dis- 
trict [Mr.  Mooriiead]  read  his  speech;  but  I  un- 
derstand that  he  devoted  a  large  portion  of  it  to 
a  review  of  the  positions  I  took  in  the  speech 
which  I  delivered  on  the  24th  ultimo.  I  shall 
examine  his  remarks  as  soon  as  they  are  printed, 
and  if  I  find  that  an  answer  is  necessary  I  promise 
to  reply  at  the  earliest  moment  lean  get  the  floor. 

Mr.  HARDING  resumed  the  floor. 

Mr.  NOBLE.  Ifthe  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
will  yield  to  me  I  will  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise.  I  think  we  have  been  in  .session  long 
enough. 

Mr.  HARDING.  With  the  understanding  that 
I  am  to  have  the  floor  when  the  House  next  goes 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  I  will  yield  for  that  purpose. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  state  that 
by  a  vote  of  the  House  yesterday  this  is  the  last 
day  for  general  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  Presi- 

Mr.  HARDING.  Then,  if  that  is  the  c^se,  I 
cannot  yield. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky will  proceed. 

ACTS  AND  POLICY  OP  THE  ADMINISTRATION. 

Mr.  FIARDING.  Mr.  Chairman,  after  three 
years  of  bloody  strife  have  we  not  reached  a  point 
where  we  may  well  pause  and  survey  the  past? 
A  generous  and  confiding  people  have  met  and 
supplied  with  men  and  money  all  the  demands 
of  this  Administration.  More  than  three  thou- 
sand million  dollars  have  been  expended  and  not 
less  than  eight  hundred  thousand  lives  have  been 
sacrificed.  After  this  vast  expenditure  of  blood 
and  treasure  by  this  Administration  why  are  aH 
the  prospects  of  the  future  overshadowed  v;iih 
clouds  and  darkness;  why  have  the  fond  hopes 
of  the  people  been  disappointed;  and  why  is  there 
not  presented  some  cheering  hope  of  preserving 
the  Constitution  and  restoring  the  Union  ?  Sir, 
the  answer  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  Adminis- 
tration and  party  in  power,  at  an  early  stage  of 
the  war  betrayed  the  cause  of  the  Union  they 
had  professedly  espoused  with  so  much  artlor. 
They  became  a  disloyal  and  revolutionary  party, 
and  their  whole  policy  has  been  little  else  than  a 
fierce  warfareupon  theConstitutionandtheUnion. 
They  have  expended  almost  to  exhaustion  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  a  great  nation,  7iol  to  pre- 
serve and  maintain  the  Government  of  our  fathers, 
but  to  establish  on  its  ruins  a  new  and  different 
one. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  charge  the  Administration  and 
party  in  power  with  the  open  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  according  to  their  own  interpreta- 
tion of  its  meaning.  1  charge  them  with  disre- 
garding and  trampling  under  foot  their  own  sol- 
emn pledges  made  to  thecountry.  I  charge  them 
with  a  gross  violation  and  abandonment  of  their 
own  declared  and  published  policy,  after  a  large 
and  gallant  army  had  been  gathered  under  it. 
And  by  these  acts  they  have  furnished  ample  evi- 
dence of  their  own  disloyalty  to  the Goverimient. 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  i.s  loyalty  under  our  form 
of  government?  It  is  to  be  iriie  and  faithful  to 
the  Constitution.  The  whole  idea  is  expressed  in 
the  oath  ofoflicc,  "to  support  the  Constitution." 
He  who  docs  that  is  a  ioynl  man,  iuid  he  who 


willfully  fails  to  do  that  is  disloyal,  whether  he  be 
found  North  or  South,  in  Congress  or  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  party  in  power,  stimulated 
by  the  mad  fury  and  l^analical  frenzy  of  northern 
abolitionists,  has  exhibited  one  of  its  boldest  vi- 
olations of  tlie  Constitution  in  executive  procla- 
mations and  congressional  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  States. 

That  slavery  in  the  States  is  recognized  and 
guarantied  by  the  Constitution,  and  that  no  de- 
partment of  the  Federal  Government  has  any 
[lower  to  interfere  with  that  institution,  is,  in 
my  judgment,  one  of  the  clearest  propositions  of 
constitutional  law.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  propose  to 
rest  the  question  on  my  own  opinion.  1  appeal 
to  the  highest  and  most  undoubted  authority. 
In  one  of  his  great  speeches,  ihatgreatest  of  men, 
Daniel  Webster,  after  expressing  his  opposition 
to  the  extension  of  slavery  in  theTerriiories,said: 

"  Wc  have  slavery  already  among  us.  The  Constitution 
fouiul  it  among  us;  it  recognized  it,  and  gave  it  solemn 
guarantees.  To  the  full  extent  of  these  guarantees  wears 
all  bound  in  honor,  in  justice,  and  by  the  Constitution." 

*  '  *  *  *  "  Slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  States,  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  Congress.  Itis  a  concern  of  the  States 
themselves  ;  they  have  never  submitted  ittoCongress,  and 
Congress  has  no  rightful  power  over  it.  I  shall  concur, 
therefore,  in  no  act,  no  measure,  no  menace,  no  indication 
of  purpose,  which  shall  interfere,  or  threaten  to  interfere, 
with  the  exclusive  authority  of  the  seveial  States  over  the 
subject  of  slavery  as  it  exists  within  their  respective  Jim- 
its." 

On  another  occasion,  in  a  speech  in  the  Senate, 
Mr.  Webster  said: 

"I  liavp  often,  Mr.  President,  expressed  the  opinion  that 
over  slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  States  this  Government  has 
no  control  whatever.  It  is  entirely  and  exclusively  a  State 
concern.  And  while  it  is  thus  clear  that  Congress  has  no 
direct  power  over  the  subject,  it  is  our  duty  to  take  care  that 
the  authorityof  tliisGovernmentis  not  broughtto  bear  upon 
it  by  any  indirect  interference  whatever." 

And  at  a  still  later  period,  recurring  again  to 
the  same  subject,  in  a  public  speech,  Mr.  Web- 
ster said: 

"  I  hold  that  Congress  is  absolutely  precluded  from  inter- 
fering ill  anymanner,  direct  or  indirect,  with  this  [slavery] 
as  with  any  other  of  the  institutions  of  the  States."        * 

*  *  *  "1  say  that  tlieri^  is  no  power,  direct  or  in- 
direct, in  Congress,  or  the  General  Goveninient,  to  inter- 
fere in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  institutions  of  the 
South." 

That  is  the  voice  of  a  profound  constitutional 
lawyer,  a  great  statesman  and  patriot — the  voice 
of  an  honest  man.  How  strangely  it  contrasts 
with  the  insane  raving.s  of  modern  abolitionists! 
And  yet  Mr.  Webster  was  no  friend  of  slavery; 
far  from  it;  but  he  would  not  stab  through  the 
Constitution  of  his  country  to  reach  and  pierce 
slavery.  The  authority  of  Webster  on  tliis  sub- 
ject is  indorsed  and  brought  home  to  the  party  in 
power  by  President  Lincoln  himself.  In  his  in- 
augural address,  and  just  before  taking  the  oath 
to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution, 
Mr.  Lincoln  said: 

"  I  have  no  purpose,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  interfere 
with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  States  where  it  exists. 
I  believe  [  have  no  lawful  right  to  do  so,  and  I  have  no  in- 
clination to  do  so.  Those,  who  nominated  and  elected  nie 
did  so  with  the  full  knowledge  that  1  had  made  this  and 
many  similar  declarations,  and  had  never  recanted  them. 
And,  more  than  this,  they  placed  in  the  platform  for  my 
acceptance,  and  as  a  law  to  themselves  and  to  me,  the  oleai 
and  emplialic- resolution  which  J  now  read: 

"  '  Resolved,  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of  the  rights 
of  the  States,  and  especially  the  right  of  each  State  to  order 
and  control  its  own  domestic  institutions  according  to  its 
own  judgment  exclusively,  is  essential  to  that  balance  of 
povs'er  on  which  the  perfection  and  endurance  of  our  polit- 
ical fabric  depend.'  " 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  resolution  then  read  by  the 
President  was  a  part  of  tlie  Chicago  platform, 
adopted  by  the  Republican  party  and  himself  as 
a  law  to  them  and  to  him.  Some  weeks  ago,  de- 
siring to  see  whether  that  party  could  be  cliecked 
in  their  revolutionary  career  by  their  own  law,  I 
drew  up,  myself,  and  submitted  to  this  House  the 
exact  resolution  read  by  the  President  at  his  in- 
auguration, word  for  word,  and  moved  the  pre- 
vious question  on  it.  And  though  the  conserva- 
tive members  were  all  for  it  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  it  could  not  be  passed.  Its  own  authors 
repudiated  and  disowned  it,  sevciily-three  mem- 
bers on  that  side  of  the  House  voting  to  lay  it  on 
the  table.  Where  now  is  this  law  of  that  party? 
Where  are  all  their  solemn  pledges  made  to  the 
country?  All,  with  the  Constiiution,  violated 
and  under  the  feet  of  the  President  and  his  party. 

Mr.  Chaii'mnn,  as  the  President  must  bo  re- 
garded a  competent  witness,  especially  to  testify 
against  himself  and  his  own  party,  1  ask  atten- 
tion to  the  letter  of  Secretary  Scwiird  to  Mr.  Day- 
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ton,  our  minister  in  France,  written  the  22d  of 
April,  1861,  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter,  nnd 
when  the  war  was  raging.  And  it  should  be  ob- 
served that  this  letter  not  only  passed  under  the 
eye  of  the  President,  but  Mr.  Seward  states  ex- 
pressly that  he  wrote  it  under  the  President's 
directions.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  taken  as  the 
words  and  sentiments  of  the  President  himself. 
After  referring  to  the  fact  that  the  framersof  our 
Government  did  not  expect  the  abrupt  termina- 
tion of  slavery,  he  says: 

"They  tlierelbre  placed  the  entire  control  of  slavery  tc- 
yond  the  control  of  the  Federal  authorities,  by  leaving  it  to 
remain  subject  to  the  exclusive  management  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  Slates  themselves,  a.\\i\  fortified  it  there  with  a 
provision  for  the  return  of  fugitives  from  labor  and  service." 
And  again  in  the  same  letter  he  says: 
'•  The  condition  of  slavery  in  the  several  States  will  re- 
main just  the  same,  whether  it  [the  revolution]  succeed 
or  fail.  There  is  not  even  a  pretext  for  the  complaint  that 
the  disaffected  States  are  to  be  conquered  hy  the  United 
States  if  the  revolution  fail;  for  the  rights  of  the  States,  and 
the  condition  of  cverxj  human  being  t'lit/icm,  will  remain  sub- 
ject to  e.xactly  the  same  laws  and  forms  of  administration, 
whether  the  revolution  shall  succeed  or  whether  it  shall 
fail."  *  *  *  *  "  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add 
to  this  incontestable  statement  the  further  fact  that  the 
new  President,  as  well  as  the  citizens  through  whose  suf- 
frages he  has  come  into  the  Administration,  has  always  re- 
pudiated all  designs  whateverand  whenever  imputed  to  him 
and  them,  of  disturbing  the  system  of  slavery  as  it  is  exist- 
ing under  the  Constitution  and  laws.  The  case,  however, 
would  not  be  fully  presented  if  I  were  to  omit  to  say  that 
any  such  effort  on  his  part  woiUd  be  unconstitutional,  and  all 
his  actions  in  that  direction  wotUd  be  preventedby  the  judicial 
authority,  even  though  they  were  assented  to  by  Congress 
and  the  people." 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  thus  shown,  by  the  Pres- 
ident's own  carefully  prepared  and  published  doc- 
uments, that  slavery  was  so  securely  guarded  and 
fortified  by  the  Constitution,  that  the  very  idea 
that  he  could  ever  be  brought  to  interfere  with  or 
disturb  it  was  met  and  repelled  by  him  as  a  slan- 
der on  himself  and  party.  It  is  here  declared 
impossible  under  the  Constitution  that  any  sin- 
gle slave  could  ever  be  emancipated  by  the  war, 
however  it  might  terminate;  for  the  condition  of 
all  the  slaves,  "of  every  human  being,"  was  to  re- 
main the  same,  subject  to  the  same  laws,  whether 
the  revolution  should  succeed  or  fail.  Sir,  it  was 
not  only  declared  by  the  President  in  his  inau- 
gural address  that  he  had  no  constitutional  power 
to  interfere,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  with  sla- 
very in  the  States,  but  here  again  in  the  letter  I 
have  read  he  solemnly  declared  and  published  to 
the  American  people  and  to  the  world,  after  the 
war  was  progressing,  that  any  effort  on  his  part 
to  disturb  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  States 
woxild  be  unconstitutional — so  undoubtedly  nnd 
clearly  so,  that  all  his  actions  in  that  dii-ection 
would  be  prevented  by  judicial  authority,  even 
though  they  were  assented  to  by  Congress  and  the 
people.  But  yet,  sir,  this  same  President  has  since 
then  proclaimed  the  emancipation  of  every  slave 
in  the  southern  States — those  belonging  to  loyal 
men  as  well  as  the  rest.  And  he  has  sanctioned 
an  act  of  Congres.s  emancipating  in  the  loyal  bor- 
der slave  States  all  the  slaves  who  may  be  drafted 
or  who  can  be  induced  to  volunteer  and  join  the 
Army.  Sir,  this  high-handed  and  open  violation 
of  the  Constitution  does  not  rest  alone  on  the 
plain  reading  of  the  instrument  itself,  nor  on 
the  high  autliority  of  such  men  as  Webster,  but 
also  on  the  testimony  of  the  President  himself. 
He  has  dared  to  do  the  very  acts  denounced  by 
himself  as  palpable  and  flagrant  violations  of  the 
Constitution,  and  stands  out  before  the  world  self- 
accused,  self-convicted,  and  self-condemned. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  friends  and  supporters  of 
the  President  in  Congress  have  sustained  and  de- 
fended and  by  their  legislation  aided  him  in  these 
acts,  so  that  they  are  involved  with  him  in  all 
these  lawless  and  revolutionary  measures.  But 
Congress  has  made  a  record  of  its  own  on  this 
subject,  to  which  I  will  now  for  a  few  moments 
appeal.  After  some  of  the  States  had  seceded, 
and  as  late  as  the  11th  day  of  February,  1861,  a 
Republican  Congress,  with  the;  rebellion  staring 
them  in  the  face,  passed  the  resolution  which  1 
now  read: 

"Resolved,  Tiiat  neither  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stntcg 
northe  people  orgovernnicntsofllinnon-slaveholdlngSliitee 
have  tlir;  constitntlonFil  riglil  to  legislate  upon  or  imerfere 
with  Blavery  in  any  of  the  ulaveholding  States  in  the  Union." 

The  fireseiit  Speaker,  and  many  of  the  lending 
R(rpui)lieaii  nieinber.s  now  of  this  House,  were 
mfiiibers  ihm  of  thnt  Congress,  and  all  voted  for 
this  rosnImii.Mi.  They  pnnsed  it  hy  a  unanimous 
vole.     The  proposition  was  regarded  as  too  clear 


to  admit  of  the  slightest  doubt  or  question,  and 
no  single  voice  was  raised  against  it.  You  have 
thus  declared  by  your  own  solemn  and  recorded 
act  that  to  interfere  with  or  legislate  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  States  is  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  and  consequently  of  the  oath  to  sup- 
port it.  .  And  yet,  sir,  a  large  portion  of  the  time 
of  this  and  of  the  last  Congress  has  been  consumed 
in  legislating  upon  this  very  subject.  You  have 
passed  laws  to  emancipate  slaves  in  the  southern 
States.  By  your  legislation  youliave  inaugurated 
a  system  of  emancipation  in  all  the  border  States, 
by  emancipating  all  the  slaves  you  may  choose 
to  enroll  and  draft,  and  all  who  can  be  seduced 
from  their  homes  to  volunteer  in  the  Army.  My 
charge,  that  you  have  violated  the  Constitution 
according  to  your  own  interpretation  of  its  mean- 
ing, is  established.  Out  of  your  own  mouths 
and  by  your  own  testimony  I  prove  and  fasten  it 
upon  you. 

Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  subject  of  fugitive  slaves 
the  President  in  his  inaugural  address  said: 

"There  is  much  controversy  about  the  delivering  up  of 
fugitives  from  service  or  labor.  The  clause  I  now  read 
is  as  plainly  writton  in  the  Constitution  as  any  other  of 
its  provisions:  '  No  person  held  to  servici?  or  labor  in  one 
State,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall, 
in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  dis- 
charged Irom  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered 
up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may 
be  due.'  It  is  scarcely  questioned  that  this  provision  was 
intended  by  those  who  made  it  for  the  reclaiming  of  what 
we  call  fugitive  slaves;  and  the  intention  of  the  lawgiver 
is  the  law.  All  members  of  Congress  swear  their  support 
to  the  whole  Conslituticni,  to  this  provision  as  much  as  to 
any  other.  To  the  proposition,  then,  that  slaves  whose 
cases  come  within  the  tern)s  of  this  clause  'shall  be  deZju- 
credup,' their  oaths  are  unanimous."  *  *  *  * 
"And  should  any  one,  in  any  case,  be  content  that  his  oath 
shall  go  unkept?" 

But  yet,  sir,  you  have  not  only  bills  pending 
to  repeal  the  fugitive  slave  law,  but  you  have  by 
law  made  it  a  high  offense  for  any  officer  in  the 
Army  to  surrender  a  fugitive  slave.  And  by  the 
proclamations  of  the  President  no  fugitive  slave 
can  ever  be  delivered  up.  Though  the  President, 
as  well  as  all  members  of  Congress,  swear  their 
support  to  this  provision  of  the  Constitution,  and 
though  their  oaths  are  unanimous  that  the  fugi- 
tive slave  "  shall  be  delivered  up,"  still  you  and 
your  President,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  have,  by 
law  and  by  proclamations,  openly  abrogated, 
nullified,  and  set  aside  this  plainly  written  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution,  and  have  unanimously 
decreed  and  ordained  that  "the  oath  shall  go  un- 
kept,^' however  heavily  it  may  press  upon  the 
conscience.  And,  sir,  let  no  abolitionist  seek  to 
evade  the  issue  1  make  by  pouring  forth  a  torrent 
of  indiscriminate  abuse  of  slavery  and  slavehold- 
ers. It  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  meet  and  re- 
fute all  such  slang.  Some  of  the  greatest  and 
best  men  the  world  ever  saw  were  slaveholders. 
Many  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution,  and  many 
of  the  patriots  and  sages  who  formed  our  Con- 
stitution, were  slaveholders.  Washington,  the 
Father  of  his  Country,  was  a  large  slaveholder. 
But,  sir,  when  abolitionists  seek  to  hide  their 
criminal  violations  of  the  Constitution  by  spit- 
ting their  venom  on  the  tomb  of  Washington,  and 
by  profaning  his  memory  with  low  and  vulgar 
abuse  of  slaveholders,  they  deserve  only  to  be 
met  with  scorn  and  contempt.  You  might  as  well 
reason  with  insanity  or  cast  pearls  before  swine. 
I  am  notarguing  the  abstract  question  of  slavery; 
1  am  pressing  home  upon  the  President  and  his 
supporters,  by  their  own  testimony  and  by  their 
own  acts,  the  high  offense  of  having  violated  and 
trampled  under  foot  the  Constitution  of  their 
country.  If  slavery  should  fall,  it  will  fall  in 
consequence  of  the  overthrow  and  fall  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  last  and  only  hope  of  the  liberty  of 
the  white  race. 

Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  1861, 
the  day  after  the  disastrous  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
Congress  passed  what  is  known  as  the  Crittenden 
resolution,  in  which  it  is  declared: 

"  That  this  war  is  not  waged  upon  our  part  In  any  spirit 
of  oppression,  nor  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  suhjuga- 
tion,  nor  purpose  of  overthrowing  or  interfering  with  the 
rights  or  established  institutions  of  the  States,  but  to  de- 
fend and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  and 
to  preserve  the  Union  with  all  the  dignity,  equality,  and 
rights  of  the  several  States  unimpaired." 

This  resolution  was  passed  by  an  almost  unatii- 
mous  vole,  only  two  members  voting  against  it. 
It  inimedlHlely  received  the  sanction  nnd  approval 
of  the  President.  This  resolution  disnvo\ys  all 
designs  and  purposes  of  emnncipalion,  or  inter- 


fering with  the  institutions  of  the  States.  It  was 
on  the  part  of  the  President  and  Congress  an  au- 
thoritative declaration,  a  publicand  solemn  pledge 
made  to  the  whole  country,  that  the  war  should 
be  prosecuted  to  maintain  the  Constitution  and 
preserve  the  Union,  and  to  maintain  and  preserve 
unimpaired  the  established  institutions  of  the 
States,  and  for  no  other  purpose  or  object  what- 
ever. It  had  a  most  wonderful  and  happy  effect. 
It  at  once  united  all  loyal  hearts.  It  was  the  loyal 
battle-cry  of  "  the  Constitution  as  it  is  and  the 
Union  as  it  was;"  and  under  its  inspiring  influ- 
ence there  was  a  sublime  and  responsive  uprising 
of  the  whole  people;  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  brave  volunteers,  more  than  you  wanted  or 
could  receive,  rushed  to  your  standard,  ready  to 
peril  their  lives  and  pour  out  their  blood  in  defense 
of  these  principles. 

The  people  at  that  time  believed  you  were  hon- 
est and  sincere  in  the  avowal  then  made  of  your 
war  policy;  they  did  not  think  it  possible  there 
ceuld  be  any  abolition  designs  concealed  under 
it.  But,  sir,  when  you  had  gathered  a  large  and 
gallant  army  under  that  pledge,  and  had  the  reins 
of  power  in  your  hands,  the  abolition  mask  was 
thrown  off  and  that  wise  policy,  with  the  cause  of 
the  Union,  repudiated  and  abandoned.  That  gal- 
lant army  was  deceived  and  betrayed;  your  sol- 
emn pledge  was  violated;  and  the  brave  soldiers 
gathered  under  it  were  forced,  with  the  death  pen- 
alty of  desertion  staring  them  in  the  face,  into  a 
war  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  the  overthrow 
of  State  institutions,  laws,  and  constitutions;  a 
war  to  break  up  and  destroy  the  Union  and  es- 
tablish an  abolition  despotism  on  its  ruins.  Mrj 
Chairman,  that  change  of  policy  and  violation  of 
plighted  faith  had  their  natural  effect.  Before 
then  the  people  of  the  loyal  States  in  the  North 
were  united,  the  South  was  divided.  Large  num- 
bers of  loyal  men  and  strong  Union  feeling  were 
known  to  exist  in  nearly  all  the  southern  States. 
Everything  encouraged  the  hope  of  a  speedy  close 
of  the  war  and  the  restoration  of  the  Union.  But 
now  the  loyal  people  of  the  North  saw  they  had 
been  deceived.  They  could  no  longer  trust  an 
Administration  that  had  shown  itself  faithless  to 
its  own  solemn  pledges,  faithless  to  the  Consti- 
tution, and  faithless  to  them.  Their  hopes  of  ■ 
saving  the  Government  and  restoring  the  Union 
through  the  agency  of  such  an  Administration 
failed.  Volunteers  could  no  longer  be  induced  to 
fill  up  the  fallen  ranks  of  the  Army  by  the  largest 
bounties.  The  war  had  been  perverted,  and  sol- 
diers had  to  be  forced  into  the  Army  by  the  iron 
rigors  of  conscription.  The  loyal  men  in  the  South 
saw  that  they  too  had  been  deceived.  They  saw 
all  the  predictions  of  secession  leaders  being  rap- 
idly fulfilled.  They  saw  the  fell  spirit  of  fanat- 
icism controlling  this  Government,  threatening 
the  utter  destruction  of  their  local  institutions  and 
constitutional  rights,  and  menacing  them  with  ex- 
termination. That  Union  feeling  in  the  South, 
that  should  have  been  nursed  and  strengthened 
with  the  tenderest  care,  was  rudely  crushed  and 
murdered,  and  the  arm  of  the  rebellion  reinvigor- 
ated  and  made  doubly  strong.  And  thus  was  pre- 
sented a  divided  North  and  a  united  South,  with 
the  cause  of  the  Union,  once  so  bright,  now 
eclipsed  and  shrouded  in  darkness. 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  measures  of  the  Adminis- 
tration for  the  abolition  of  slavery  were  closely 
connected  with  nnd  followed  by  other  unconstitu- 
tional measures,  all  well  suited  and  seemingly  de-  -A 
signed  to  work  out  the  same  disastrous  antl  ruin-  V 
ous  results  to  the  Union.  Your  emancipation 
measures  were  speedily  followed  by  the  policy  of 
arming  the  negroes  for  the  destruction  of  their 
masters.  Next  came  your  unconstitutional  laws, 
confiscating  all  the  personal  property  of  every 
kind  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  feouth  who 
were  supposed  to  be  connected  with  or  had  given 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebellion,  and  this  without 
judicial  process, trial, orconviction  ofthe  supposed 
offender.  And  then  came  your  proposition,  urged 
with  fiery  zeal  and  pressed  through  this  House, 
to  confiscate  absolutely  and  seize  and  dispossess 
these  people  of  all  their  houses  nnd  lands.  And 
all  this  was  done,  you  say,  to  restore  the  Union; 
done  because  you  loved  your  erring  brethren  of 
the  South  so  tenderly  that  you  could  not  bear  to 
be  separated  from  them.  You  wanted  to  reclaim 
nnd  bring  them  back  to  their  allegiance,  to  live 
with  you  in  harmony  and  friendship  under  the 
same  good  old  Government,     But  how  pcrvciso 
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they  have  been  !  When  you  emancipate  and  arm 
their  slaves,  turn  them  out  of  house  and  home, 
confiscate  all  their  property,  and  reduce  them  to 
beggary  and  want — when,  by  these  gentle  means, 
you  would  woo  them  back,  how  strange  it  is 
they  do  not  throw  down  iheirarms  and  rush  into 
your  loving  embrace  !  Who  can  doubt  your  sin- 
cerity ?  Who  can  fail  to  see  that  these  measures 
are  prompted  by  a  patriotic  desire  to  save  the 
Union  and  restore  peace  and  quiet  to  a  torn  ami 
bleeding  country ! 

Mr.  Chairman,  all  these  unconstitutional  acts 
demonstrate  the  disloyalty  of  the  abolition  party. 
You  denounce  with  bitter  execrations  the  rebel 
leaders  in  the  South.  And  it  is  true  that  lan- 
guage can  scarcely  express  the  enormity  of  their 
crime;  it  has  no  parallel  save  in  the  guilt  of  abo- 
litionists. But  when  you  pronounce  sentence  on 
them  you  condemn  yourselves,  for  you  too  have 
rebelled  and  trampled  under  your  revolutionary 
feet  the  Constitution  of  your  country.  You 
charge  that  the  rebels  have  made  slavery  the  cor- 
ner-stone of  their  government.  But  you  too  have 
rejected  the  foundation  laid  by  Washington  and 
the  fathers.  If  they  are  trying  to  make  slavery 
the  corner-stone  of  a  government  in  the  South, 
you  are  striving  to  make  abolition  the  corner- 
stone ofa  revolutionary  Government  in  the  North. 
What  better  are  you  than  they?  "Thou  that 
judgest  another  and  doest  the  same  thing,"  how 
shall  you  escape  the  righteous  indignation  of  a 
betrayed  and  insulted  people? 

Mr.  Chairman,  time  would  fail  me  to  enumer- 
ate the  many  violations  of  the  Constitution  and 
usurpations  of  power  by  this  Administration. 
Where  now  is  the  once  boasted  independence  of 
the  judiciary  ?  Where  a  free  press  and  free  speech? 
Where  the  security  of  the  personal  liberty  of  the 
citizen?  Where  the  important  right  of  free  suf- 
frage, the  basis  and  foundation  of  all  other  rights? 
All  violated,  struck  down,  and  under  the  feet  of 
this  Administration.  Martial  law  has  everywhere 
been  proclaimed,  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  sus- 
pended, and  the  judicial  arm  paralyzed.  Hun- 
dreds of  citizens,  without  trial,  without  judicial 
process  or  written  accusation,  have  been  dragged 
from  their  homes  and  incarcerated  in  gloomy 
prisons.  The  courts  can  give  them  no  relief,  for 
the  independence  of  the  judiciary  is  gone  and  the 
judges  under  the  feet  of  power.  The  right  of  free 
suffrage  has  been  struck  down  by  military  power, 
and  elections  carried  by  bayonets  in  numerous 
instances. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  clear  and  searching  pene- 
tration of  Henry  Clay  was  never  more  strikingly 
shown  than  when  he  said  of  this  party,  the  abo- 
litionfsts: 

"  With  tliem  the  rights  of  property  nre  nothing;  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  powers  of  the  General  Government  are  noth- 
ing; the  acknowledged  and  incontestable  powers  of  the 
States  are  nothing;  civil  war,  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
and  the  overthrow  ofa  Government  in  which  are  concen- 
trated thefondest  hopes  of  the  civilized  world,  are  nothing. 
A  single  idea  lias  taken  possession  of  their  mind,  and  on- 
ward they  pursue  it,  overlooking  all  barriers,  reckless  and 
regardless  of  all  consequences." 

And,  sir,  never  did  ancientseeror  prophetlook 
into  the  future  with  clearer  vision  than  did  Daniel 
Webster  when  he  said  of  this  same  party,  the 
abolitionists: 

"  Let  these  infernal  fanatics  get  possession  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  they  will  treat  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  with  contempt;  they  will  make  laws  to  suit  tliem- 
Relves;  they  will  lay  violent  hands  on  aH  who  disagree  with 
them;  tliey  will  bankrupt  the  whole  country,  and  finally 
deluge  it  in  blood." 

There,  sir,  is  the  prophecy;  read  it,  and  then 
look  at  the  laws  ten  your  statute-book,  made  to 
suit  yourselves,  without  constitutional  power;  look 
into  your  prisons,  filled  with  citizens  by  violent 
hands;  look  at  your  publicdebt,  rising  up  mount- 
ain high,  and  casting  its  dark  shadow  of  national 
bankruptcy  over  the  whole  country;  cast  your 
eye  on  a  hundred  battle-fields  crimsoned  ail  over 
with  fraternal  blood;  look  at  all  this,  and  see  that 
prophecy  fulfilled  to  the  letter.  No  living  witness 
of  the  fearful  events  and  scenes  that  surround 
us  could  record  them  with  more  accuracy  and 
truth.  Sir,  the  men  of  whom  Webster  spoke  Aave 
got  possession  of  the  Government,  and  their  deeds 
are  the  literal  fulfillment  of  his  prediction. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  attention  to  another  clause 
ofPresidcnt  Lincoln's  inaugural  address,  in  which 
he  said: 

"  All  profegH  to  be  content  In  tlia  Union  If  all  constitu- 
tional rights  can  be  maintained.    U  it  true,  then,  that  any 


right  plainly  written  in  the  Constitution  lias  been  denied  .' 
I  think  not.  Happily,  the  human  mind  is  so  constituted 
tliatnopartycanreachto  the  audacity  of  doing  this.  Think, 
if  you  can,  ofa  single  instance  in  which  a  plainly  written 
provision  of  the  Constitution  has  ever  been  denied.  If,  by 
the  mem  force  of  numbers,  a  majority  should  deprive  a  mi 
nority  of  any  clearly  written  constitutional  right,  it  might 
in  amoral  point  of  view  justify  revolution — certainly  would 
if  such  right  were  a  vital  one." 

Sir,  it  was  true  at  that  time  that  no  riglit  plainly 
written  in  the  Constitution  had  then  been  denied 
or  violated.  The  rebels  in  the  South  were  wholly 
wrong  and  without  justification.  And  how  deeply 
I  regret  that  this  Administration  did  not  adhere 
to  its  early  policy  and  keep  the  rebels  in  the  wrong, 
and  give  them  no  cause  to  continue  the  war.  But, 
sir,  if  the  President  was  sincere  in  saying  that 
"the  human  mind  is  so  constituted  that  no  party 
can  reach  to  the  audacity  of  denying"  or  violating 
any  right  plainly  written  in  the  Constitution,  it 
only  proves  how  little  he  knew  of  the  human 
mind;  how  little  he  knew  of  the  corrupting  in- 
fluence of  power;  nay,  sir,  how  little  he  knew  of 
himself.  For  he  is  the  very  man,  and  his  sup- 
porters the  party,  who  since  then  have  reached 
the  daring  audacity  of  doing  that  very  thing. 
They  have  denied  and  violated,  not  merely  one, 
but  numerous  rights  plainly  written  in  the  Con- 
stitution. And  now  I  ask  the  question  and  de- 
mand an  answer:  think,  if  you  can,  of  a  single 
cherished  and  important  right,  however  plainly 
written  in  the  Constitution,  that  has  not  been  de- 
nied and  openly  violated? 

Mr.  Chairman,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
and  during  the  called  session  of  Congress  in  July, 
1861,  the  Democrats  and  conservatives  on  this 
side  of  the  House  were  in  perfect  harmony  and 
agreement  with  you  on  that  side  of  the  House  in 
the  views  you  then  professed  to  hold  in  regard  to 
the  local  institutions  and  rig;htsof  the  States,  the 
powers  of  the  General  Government,  and  the  pol- 
icy that  should  control  and  gcfvern  the  war.  On 
all  these  great  questions  you  professed  to  believe 
with  the  Democrats  and  conservatives,  and  sol- 
emnly pledged  yourselves  to  stand  with  them  on 
the  same  constitutional  ground.  And,  sir,  I 
challenge  any  man  to  point  to  a  single  instance 
where  any  of  these  principles  have  been  aban- 
doned by  this  side  of  the  House.  But,  sir,  it  is 
a  most  important  and  significant  fact,  of  which 
the  whole  country  should  take  notice,  that  all  our 
debates  on  these  vital  questions  now  spring  up 
solely  on  the  ground  that  you  have  abandoned 
these  principles  and  refuse  longer  to  be  governed 
by  them.  But  we  stand  to-day  where  we  stood 
in  July,  1861,  contending  for  the  same  constitu- 
tional principles,  imploring  and  beseeching  you, 
in  view  of  the  fearful  perils  that  threaten  our 
country,  to  stand  by  your  own  declared  views  of 
the  Constitution  and  redeem  your  solemn  pledges 
to  the  country.  And  this  shows  that  if  you  were 
ever  sincerely  and  truly  loyal,  the  Democrats  and 
conservatives  have  always  been,  and  are  now, 
loyal. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  often  hear  gentlemen  on  that 
side  of  the  House  exulting  in  what  they  consider 
the  prospect  of  the  speedy  fall  of  slavery.  But  I 
tell  these  gentlemen  to  stop  their  rejoicing.  Sla-  ' 
very  is  not  all  that  is  endangered.  There  is  a 
more  fearful  fall — the  fall  of  constitutional  lib- 
erty in  this  country — and  they  as  well  as  others 
may  be  involved  in  its  ruins.  They  are  making 
some  progress  in  giving  nominal  freedom  to  the 
slaves,  but  equally  as  much  in  destroying  the  lib- 
erty of  the  white  race.  I  defy  them  to  point  to  a 
single  important  and  cherished  constitutional  right 
of  the  white  man  that  is  not  falling  under  their 
rtucous  policy  as  certainly  as  slavery.  And  their 
poncy  has  brought  nothing  to  the  negroes  of  this 
country  but  increased  suffering,  starvation,  dis- 
ease,and  death,  and  promises  nothing  to  them  in 
future  but  tjheir  ultimate  extermination.  If  eman- 
cipated and  thrown  upon  their  own  resources, 
under  the  circumstances  that  would  surround 
them  in  this  country,  it  is  utterly  impossible  that 
they  ever  could  sustain  themselves  in  an  unequal 
struggle  with  a  far  superior  and  more  powerful 
white  race;  their  fate  would  be  more  melancholy 
than  that  of  the  Indians.  Sir,  the  kind  master  is 
the  truest  and  best  friend  the  negro  ever  had  or 
ever  .will  have  in  this  country,  and  the  abolition- 
ist his  worst  and  most  cruel  enemy,  and  time  will 
prove  it.  In  all  the  excitement  and  clamor  of  ab- 
olitionists, there  is  neither  loyalty  to  the  Govern- 
ment nor  sympathy  for  the  negro;  it  is  all  wild 


fanaticism  and  sectional  hate,  and  in  many  cases 
sheer  hypocrisy. 

Mr.  Ciiairman,  if  this  Administration  had  been 
true  to  its  own  solemn  pledges,  true  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  true  to  the  country,  prosecuting  the 
war  on  the  principles  of  the  Crittenden  resolu- 
tion, for  the  sole  and  single  purpose  of  preserv- 
ing all  constitutional  rights.  State  and  national, 
North  and  South,  this  bloody  drama  would  long 
since  have  been  wound  up,  and  peace  and  quiet 
restored  to  a  bleeding  country.  And  the  blood  of 
thousands  who  have  fallen  in  this  war  for  uncon- 
stitutional and  abolition  purposes  rests,  and  must 
forever  continue  to  rest,  with  all  its  crushing 
weight  of  guilt  and  crime,  on  this  Administra- 
tion. Your  policy  has  and  will  continue  to  in- 
crease the  burning  fury  of  sectional  hate,  intens- 
ify the  bloody  strife,  widen  the  breach ,  and  deepen 
the  gulf  of  separation  between  the  North  and  the 
South.  But  it  needs  not  the  wisdom  of  the  states- 
man; the  man  of  common  sense, acquainted  with 
human  nature,  sees  and  knows  that  your  policy 
never  will,  never  can,  reclaim,  bring  back,  and 
restore  these  States  to  peace  and  harmony  under 
the  same  Government.  You  have  gone  on  and 
on,  pressing  one  extreme  measure  after  another, 
until  you  have  brought  this  great  nation  to  the 
trembling  verge  of  ruin,  where  the  gulf  of  na- 
tional dissolution  yawns  to  receive  all  we  hold 
most  dear.  This  Government  can  never  survive 
four  years  more  of  abolition  rule. 

But,  sir,  while  there  is  life  there  is  hope,  and 
that  hope  rests  on  the  coming  presidential  elec- 
tion. It  is  the  last  and  only  hope.  The  great 
battle  for  free  government  will  then  be  fought  and 
the  fate  of  the  Union  decided.  Let  the  people 
everywhere  look  to  the  fearful  dangers  that  threat- 
en them;  let  them  shake  off  their  slumber,  rise  in 
their  majesty,  and  expel  from  place  and  power  all 
who  have  betrayed  and  deceived  them;  and  let 
them  elect  true  men  who  will  be  true  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  true  to  the  country,  and  this  Gov- 
ernment, purchased  with  the  blood  of  our  fathers, 
may  yet  be  saved  and  transmitted  to  posterity. 
But  if  the  people  slumber  on  a  few  months  longer 
and  suffer  this  Administration  to  perpetuate  its 
power,  then  a  long  and  dreary  night  of  despotism, 
full  of  the  horrors  of  revolution,  anarchy,  and 
blood,  is  all  they  can  expect  for  themselves  and 
children  after  them. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Boutwell  reported  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  had  had  the  Union  generally  under  con- 
sideration, and  particularly  the  President's  an- 
nual message,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion 
thereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMAN,  (athalf 
past  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  Maxch  28, 1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  15th  of  January  last,  a  list  of  the 
special  agents  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
their  assistants;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMOUIALS. 

Mr.  GRIMES  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  Ma- 
ryland avenue  from  the  Capitol  grounds  to  Camp 
Barry;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  COWAN  presented  two  petitions  of  mer- 
chants and  business  men  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  the  Raritan  and  Delaware  Bay  railroad  may 
be  constituted  a  postal  and  military  road;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK  presented  a  petition  of  mer- 
chants and  business  men  ofCamdcn,  New  Jersey, 
praying  that  the  Rnritan  and  Delaware  Bay  rail- 
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road  may  be  declared  a  postal  and  military  road; 
wliirh  was  referred  to  tiie  Cominitteeon  Military 
Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

He  also  piescnted  the  memorial  of  James  R. 
duinter,  prayii)<;  for  compensation  for  services 
rendered  in  recruiting;  volunteers  for  the  first  regi- 
ment District  of  Columbia  volunteers,  and  com- 
pany K  of  the  first  regiment  Maryland  volunteers; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  W.  Bar- 
nado,  justice  of  the  peace  of  Washington  county, 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  for  the  payment  of 
fees  forswearing  volunteers  into  the  service  of  the 
United  Stales;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  the  memorial  of  F. 
GustaviisFinclceandothersofNew  York, praying 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  declaring  slaveholding  in 
the  United  States  to  be  a  criminal  offense,  and 
providing  for  its  punishment;  which  was  referred 
to  the  select  committee  on  slavery  and  freedom. 

Mr.  WILLEY  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  for  a  grant 
of  lands  to  the  county  of  Washington  for  the  ben- 
efit of  common  schools,  and  to  aid  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  industrial  normal  school  with  a 
library  and  lecture-room  attached;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  two  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  emancipation 
of  all  persons  held  to  involuntary  service  or  labor 
in  the  United  Stales;  which  were  referred  to  the 
select  committee  on  slavery  and  freedmen. 

Mr.  CLARK  piesented  a  memorial  of  the  pres- 
ident and  directors  of  the  Contoocook  River  rail- 
road ,  remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  Good- 
year's  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized 
India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  praying  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship  canal  around  the  falls  of  Ni- 
agara; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  memorial  of  offi- 
cers of  national  banks  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  re- 
monstrating against  any  amendment  of  the  bank- 
ing law  by  which  it  shall  be  made  compulsory  for 
national  banks  to  redeem  their  circulation  in  the 
city  of  New  York;  which  was  referred  to  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

KEPOIITS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  15) 
to  provide  a  temporary  government  for  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Montana,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  14|)  to  enable  the 
people  of  Nebraska  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  thc^Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions  with  instructions  to  inquire 
what  additional  facilities,  if  any,  are  necessary  to 
secure  the  jirompt  payment  of  claims  of  pension- 
ers, reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  199)  relating  to  the 
compensation  of  pension  agents;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  re.ading, 

Mr.WlLSON,from  the  Committeeon  Military 
Affairs  and  the  Militia,  who  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  facts  connected  with  the  exam- 
ination, by  a  board  of  officers  appointed  by  the 
quartermaster's  department,  into  the  alleged  ad- 
vantages ofconcentrated  feed  for  horses  and  mules 
in  the  cavalry  service,  and  whether  any  report 
favorable  to  its  adoption  was  made,  and  if  so,  why 
the  said  feed  has  not  been  used  in  the  service,  sub- 
mitted a  r(!port;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HARLAN,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1G2)  forihereliefofNathanielMcLean,  Rich- 
ard G.  Murphy,  and  Charles  E.  Flandrcau,  sub- 
milted  an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  hiter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, tran.smittinga  communication  from  the  Com- 
misaionor  of  Indian  Affairn,  showing  the  amount 
due  to  llio  Ciuaptiw  tribe  of  Indians,  itniUr  treaty 


stipulations,  and  recommending  an  appropriation 
of  the  amount  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
expenses  incident  to  their  removal  from  Kansas, 
submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

EILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  POMEROY  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a   bill  (S.  No. 

200)  for  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  State  of  Kansas 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Osage  and  Col- 
tonwood  Valley  railroad  in  said  State;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

201)  relating  to  the  Military  Academy;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

202)  making  an  appropriation  for  the  Ottawa  and 
Chippewa  Indians,  of  Michigan;  vyhich  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CONNESS  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

203)  authorizing  a  grant  to  the  Stale  of  Califor- 
nia of  the  Yosemite  valley,  and  of  the  land  em- 
bracing the  Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grove;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WILLEY  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

204)  providing  for  the  formation  of  corporations 
and  regulating  the  same  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; which  was  read  twuce  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

SEAMEN  I'Oll  TIIE  NAVY. 
Mr.  GPuIMES  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resoloeil,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  dirfcted  to 
inform  the  Senate  liow  many,  if  any,  seamen  or  ordinary 
seamen  liavc  been  transferred  from  the  Army  to  the  Navy; 
liow  many  vesscls-of-war  arc  now  awaiting  complements 
of  men,  and  what  further  legisialion  is  necessary  in  order 
to  supply  any  deficiency  of  men  for  the  naval  service  which 
MOW  exists. 

BRIDGING  OF  STREAMS. 

Mr.  LA^NE,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resoluiion;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Rcsoh-ed,  Tliat  the  Coniniitlee  on  Military  Affairs  bo  in- 
strnctcd  to  ini|uirc  into  llic  expediency  of  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  bridging  tin;  streams  on  the  military  road 
between  Fort  Leavenworth  and  Fort  Scolt  in  Kansas, and 
bi'twccn  I'ort  Scott  and  Fort  Smith  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

PRINTING  OK  A  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  it  was 

Ordcrcil,  That  tlic  bill  (S.  No.  170)  to  promote  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  arlillery  of  the  Army  of  tlie  United  States 
be  printed. 

PRINTING  OF  A  REPORT. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  There  is  a  report  on 
the  table  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  on 
the  subject  of  the  expenses  of  the  southern  In- 
dian superintcndency.  I  move  that  it  be  printed 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  subsequently  said:  There 
was  a  motion  made  this  morning  to  print  some 
documents.  I  desire  to  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  they  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
until  they  can  be  examined  by  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  or  be  referred  to  the  Commi^e 
on  Printing.  There  is  a  large  mass  of  them,  and 
I  presume  it  would  be  very  expensive  to  piint 
them.  1  therefore  move  the  reconsideration  of 
the  order,  with  a  view  of  having  it  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to;  and 
the  motion  to  |»rint  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPiierson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representative's  had 
signed  the  following  enrolled  bills;  which  were 
thereupon  signed  by  the  Vice  President: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  34)  in  favor  of  the  legal  rcprc- 
McntativeH  of  Israel  C  Wait;  and 


A  bill  (S.  No.  105)  for  the  relief  of  E.  F.  and 
Samuel  A.  Wood. 

BILLS  BKCOME  LAWS. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Hay,  his  Secretary,  announced  that 
the  President  had  a|i|iroved  and  signed  on  the  25th 
instant  the  following  act  and  joint  resolution: 

An  act  (S.  No.  25)  to  authorize  the  President 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Klamath,  Modoc, 
and  other  Indian  tribes  in  southeastern  Oregon; 
and 

A  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  31)  authorizing  the 
issue  of  a  register  to  ihc  steamer  Mohawk. 

REVOLUTIONARY   PENSIONS. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  312)  to 
increase  the  pension  of  the  revolutionary  pension- 
ers now  on  the  rolls  of  the  Pension  Office,  have 
instructed  mo  to  report  it  back,  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  it  pass;  and,  as  the  youngest  man  con- 
cerned in  this  bill  is  nini>ty-fcur  years  old  and  the 
oldest  one  hundred  and  five,  I  am  instructed  by 
the  committee  to  ask  of  the  Senate  its  present  con- 
sideration.    It  is  a  very  short  bill. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  provides  for 
the  payment  of  i^lOO  per  annum  to  the  surviving 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  now  on  the  pension 
rolls,  during  their  natural  lives,  in  addition  to  the 
pensions  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  former 
acts  of  Congress;  this  payment  to  date  from  and 
commence  on  the  Isl  day  of  January,  1864,  and 
to  cease  at  their  death. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  To  make  the  bill  certain— I 
think  there  is  a  little  uncertainty  in  it — I  move  to 
lamend  it  by  inserting  in  the  fifth  line,  after  the 
word  "  to,"  the  words  "  each  of."  As  itstands 
I  thinlc  that,  strictly  construed,  it  may  be  held  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  §100  to  the  whole 
twelve.  Of  course  the  meaning  is  that  it  shall  be 
SlOO  to  each ,  and  therefore  I  move  the  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  words  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  will  be  inserted,  if  there  be 
no  objection.     The  Chair  hears  none. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in.  The  amendment 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  to  be  read 
a  third  lime.  Tlie  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

CALIFORNIA  LAND  TITLES. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  move  thattheSenate  post- 
pone all  prior  orders,  and  take  up  for  considera- 
tion the  bill  (S.  No.  109)  to  expedite  the  settle- 
ment of  titles  to  land  in  the  State  of  California. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Sentfte,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  re- 
ported the  bill  with  an  amendment  to  strike  out 
all  of  the  bill  after  the  following  lines  in  the  first 
section: 

Be  it  enacted,  S;c.,  That  whenevertlie  surveyor  general  of 
(Jalifornia  shall,  in  compliance  with  the  ihirteeiuh  section 
of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  private 
land  claims  in  the  Stale  of  California,"  approved  Marcli3, 
1851,  have  caused  any  private  land  claim  to  be  surveyed 
and  a  jilat  to  be  made  thereof. 

And  to  insert: 

He  shall  giv(;  notice  tliat  the  same  has  been  done  by  a  pub- 
lication, once  a  week  for  four  consecutive  weeks,  In  two 
newspapers,  one  published  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco 
and  one  published  near  the  land  surveyed;  and  shall  re- 
laiji  in  his  ofllce,  for  public  inspection,  the  survey  and  plat 
until  ninety  days  from  the  date  of  the  first  publication  in 
San  Fnuicl^co  shall  have  expired;  and  if  no  objections  are 
niade  to  said  survey,  he  shaH  approve  the  same,  and  truns- 
mit  a  copy  of  ilie  survey  and  plat  thereof  to  ihe  Commis- 
sioriinol  tlieGeni'ralLa[id  Oliice  at  U'ashinglon,  who  shall 
innncdiaicly,  upon  receipt,  proceed  lo  examine  the  same; 
but  if  olijcc'tions  are  made  to  said  survey  within  the  said 
ninety  days,  by  any  parly  claiming  lo  have  an  inlercst  in 
the  tract  embraced  by  the  survey,  or  in  any  part  lliereof, 
such  olijeciions  shall  ho  reduced  to  writing,  slating  dis- 
linclly  the  interest  of  the  objector,  and  signed  by  him  or  his 
aitorney,uwd  filed  with  the  surveyor  general,  together  with 
such  affidavits  or  other  proofs  as  he  may  produce  in  sup- 
port of  the  objections.  At  the  expiration  of  said  ninety 
days  the  surveyor  general  sIimH  transmit  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Oliiee  at  Washington  a  copy 
of  the  survey  and  plai,  ami  objections, and  proofs  filed  witll 
him  in  support  of  the  olijeciions;  ami  also  of  any  proofs 
produced  liy  lh<'  clainiant  and  filed  with  him  in  support  of 
the  survey,  together  with  his  opinion  thereon;  and  tiie  said 
Commissioner  shall,  immediately  upon  receipt,  proceed  to 
examine  the  same;  and  if  the  suivey  and  plat  arc  approved 
by  him,  he  shall  indorse  thereon  a  certificate  of  his  ap- 
proval. If  objections  arc  made  to  such  survey  and  plat  by 
the  said  Coimnissioner,  he  may  require  a  furiber  report 
from  Ihe  surveyor  general  of  Cniifnriiia  touching  the  mat- 
ters objected  to,  or  proofs  to  be  tnlteii  thereon,  or  may  dl 
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roct  a  new  survey  and  i)lat  to  be  made.  Wliciiever  llie 
objeclions  are  di:;pose(l  of,  or  the  survey  and  plat  are  cor- 
reSted,  or  a  new  survey  and  plat  are  made  in  conformity 
with  liis  dirticliona,  lie  sliull  indorse  upon  tlie  survey  and 
plat  adopted  liis  certificate  of  approval.  After  the  survey 
and  plat  have  been,  as  hcreinbelbre  provided,  approved  by 
tlie  Ooniuiissioncr  of  the  General  Land  Otlice,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioner  to  cause  a  patent  to  is- 
sue to  the  claimant  as  soon  as  practicable  after  such  ap- 
proval. 

Sec.  3.  JJnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of 
the  preceding  section  shall  apply  to  all  surveys  and  plats  by 
the  surveyor  {jeneral  of  California  heretofore  made,  which 
have  not  already  been  .approved  liy  one  of  the  district  courts 
of  tlie  United  States  for  California,  or  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Sec.  3.  J3n(l  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  where  a  plat  and 
survey  have  already  been  approved  or  corrected  by  one  of 
the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  for  California,  and 
an  appeal  I'roin  the  decree  of  approval  or  correction  has  al- 
ready been  taken  to  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
the  said  Supreme  Court  shall  have  jurisdiction  to  hear  and 
determine  the  appeal ;  but  where  from  such  decree  of  ap- 
proval or  correction  no  appeal  has  been  taken  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  no  appeal  to  that  Court  shall  be  allowed,  but 
an  apiieal  maybe  taken  within  twelve  months  after  this  act 
shall  take  effect  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  California,  and  said  circuit  court  shall  proceed  to  fully 
determine  the  matter.  The  said  circuit  court  shall  fiave 
power  to  aflirm  or  reverse  or  modify  the  action  of  the  dis- 
trict court,  or  order  the  case  back  to  the  surveyor  general 
for  anew  survey.  When  the  case  is  ordered  back  for  a  new 
survey,  the  subsequent  survey  of  the  surveyor  general  shall 
be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
oral  Land  Oftiee,  and  not  of  the  district  or  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  ^^iiii  he  it  furtiter  enacted.  That  the  district  courts 
in  considerin;;  objections  taken  by  the  United  States  to  the 
confirmation  of  claims  to  lands  under  the  said  act  of  March 
3,  18.il,  shall  be  limited  to  such  objections  as  shall  be  spe- 
cifically stated  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  at- 
torney to  file  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  previous  to  the 
hearing  of  each  case,  a  specific  statementof  the  objections 
wliich  will  be  urged  to  the  confirmation.  The  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  in  like  manner  be 
restricted  to  such  specific  objections. 

Sec.  5.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  the 
district  jud^e  of  any  one  of  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  for  California  is  interested  in  any  land,  the  claim  to 
which,  under  the  said  act  of  March  '.i,  1851,  is  pending  be- 
fore him  on  appeal  from  the  board  of  commissioners  created 
by  said  act,  the  said  district  court  shall  ordeu  the  case  to 
_J»ii  transferred  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  ibr 
California,  which  court  shall  thereupon  take  jurisdiction 
and  finally  determine  the  same.  The  said  district  courts 
may  also  order  a  transfer  to  the  said  circuit  court  of  any 
other  cases  arising  under  said  act  pending  before  them  af- 
fecting the  title  to  lands  within  the  corporate  limits  of  any 
city  ortown, and  ill  such  cases  both  the  district  and  circuit 
judges  may  set. 

Sec.  G.  ^ind  be  it  farther  enacted,  Tliat  .all  the  right  and 
title  of  the  United  States  to  the  lands  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  as  defined  in  the  act 
incorporating  said  city,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  said 
State  on  the  l")th  of  April,  1851,  are  hereby  relinquished  and 
granted  to  the  said  cityand'its  successors,  for  the  uses  and 
purposes  specified  in  the  ordinances  of  said  city,  ratified  by 
an  actoflhe  Legislatureof  the  said  State,  approved  on  the 
11th  of  March,  1853,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  tlie  city 
of  San  Francisco,  and  to  ratify  and  confirm  certain  ordi- 
nances of  the  comini^n  council  of  said  city,"  there  being 
excepted  from  this  relinquishment  and  grant  all  sites  or 
other  parcels  of  lands  which  have  been  or  now  are  occu- 
pied by  the  United  States  for  military,  naval,  or  other  pub- 
lic uses,  or  such  other  sites  or  parcels  as  ni.ay  hereafter  be 
designated  by  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  within  one 
year  after  the  rendition  to  the  General  Land  Office  by  the 
surveyor  general  of  an  approved  plat  of  the  exterior  limits 
of  San  Francisco  .is  recognized  in  this  section,  in  connec- 
tion Willi  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys:  ^ind  ■provided. 
That  the  rclinquishinent  and  grant  by  tliis  act  shall  in  no 
manner  interfere  with  or  prejudice  any  bona  fide  claims  of 
others,  whether  asserted  adversely  under  rights  derived 
from  Spain,  Mexico,  or  the  laws  of  tlie  United  States,  nor 
preclude  a  judicial  examination  and  adjustment  thereof. 

Sec.  7.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duly  of  the  surveyor  general  of  California  to  cause  all  the 
private  land  claims  finally  confirmed  to  be  accurately  sur- 
veyed and  plats  thereof  to  be  made  wlienevervequested  by 
the  claimants:  Provided,  That  each  claimant  requesting  a 
survey  and  plat  shall  first  deposit  in  thedistrict  court  of  the 
district  within  which  the  land  is  situated  a  sufficient  sum 
of  money  to  pay  the  expenses  of  such  survey  and  plat  and 
of  the  publication  required  by  the  first  section  of  this  act. 
Whenever  the  survey  and  plat  requested  shall  have  been 
completed  and  forwarded  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  as  required  by  this  act,  the  district  court 
may  direct  the  application  of  the  money  deposited,  or  .so 
much  thereof  as  Inay  be  necessary,  to  the  payment  of  the 
expenses  of  said  survey  and  publication. 

Si:c.  8.  ^nd  be  it  fur t tier  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  ofthe  surveyor  general  of  California,  in  making  surveys 
of  the  private  land  claims  finally  confirmed,  to  follow  the 
decree  of  confirmation  as  closely  as  practicable  whenever 
such  decree  designates  the  specific  b(Muidaries  ofthe  claim  ; 
but  when  such  decree  designates  only  the  ont-houndaries 
within  which  the  quantity  confirmed  is  to  be  taken,  the 
location  of  such  quantity  shall  be  made,  as  near  as  praeti- 
c;il)le,  ill  one  tract;  and  if  the  character  of  the  land  orin- 
Kfrveniiig  grants  be  such  .ts  to  render  the  location  iniprac- 
tieahle  in  one  tract,  then  each  separate  location  shiill  be 
made,  as  near  as  practicable,  in  a  compact  form.  And  it 
Khali  be  the  duty  of  theConnnissioner  of  the  GiMieral  Land 
Office  to  require  a  substantial  compliance  with  the  direc- 
tions of  tills  section  belbro  approving  any  survey  and  plat 
Ibrwnrded  to  him. 

Sec.  9.  JJnd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  net  entitled 
"All  ;\el  loamend  an  iiet  cnlitled  -An  net  lodcfinoand  reg- 


ulate the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  Calilbrnia,  in  regard  to  the  survey  and  location 
of  confirmed  private  land  claims,'  "approved  June  14, 1860, 
and  all  provisions  of  law  inconsistent  with  this  act,  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  At  tlie  end  of  the  second  sec- 
tion of  tlie  amendment  I  move  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing proviso: 

Provided,  That  where  proceedings  for  the  correction  or 
confirmation  of  a  survey  are  pending  on  the  passage  of 
this  act  in  one  of  the  said  district  courts,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  each  district  court  to  proceed  and  complete  its  exam- 
ination and  determination  of  the  matter;  and  its  decree 
thereon  shall  be  subject  to  appeal  to  thecircuitcourt  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  in  like  manner,  and  with  like 
efl"ect,  as  hereafter  provided  for  appeals  in  other  cases  iri 
the,  circuit  court,  and  such  appeals  may  be  in  like  manner 
disposed  of  by  said  circuit  court. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CARLILE.     In  the  last  word  of  the  fifth 

section  of  the  amendment,  I  move  to  strike  out 

the  letter  "  e,"  and  to  insert  the  letter  "  i;"  so  as 

to  make  it  "  sit,"  instead  of  "  set." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  does  not  re- 
quire any  motion.  It  is  a  correction  of  orthog- 
raphy. 

Mr.  CARLILE.    In  the  fourth  and  fifth  lines  of 
the  sixth   section  of  the  amendment  1  move  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  said  State,"  and' to  insert 
"  the  State  of  California." 
The  amendment  to  the  amendmentwas  agreed  to. 
The  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended; 
and  the  question  was  stated  to  be  on  concurring 
in  the  amendment  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  who  has  this  bill  in  charge, 
whether  the  chairman  ofthe  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  has  not  an  amendment  to  offer?  I  see 
that  he  is  not  in  his  seat  at  present. 

Mr.  CARLILE.     Not  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  C0NNES3.     What  is  the  question  .' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  speaking  to  me 
the  other  day  about  a  proposed  amendment  to 
strike  out  a  section  from  the  bill,  wliich  I  thought 
was  a  very  important  amendment. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  believe  the  bill  has  been 
made  to  conform  to  his  wishes. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  should  like  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  to  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  on 
that  question  before  the  bill  passes.  I  see  that 
he  is  now  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  section  referred  to  by 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  is  section  four  of  the 
amended  bill,  commencing  at  page  8  and  ending 
on  page  9.  I  move  that  that  section  be  stricken 
out. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  state 
the  objects  and  purposes  of  striking  that  section 
out. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     Let  the  section  be  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  words  pro- 
posed to  be  stricken  out  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  4.  Jlnd  beit  further  enacted.  That  the  district  courts 
in  considering  objections  taken  by  the  United  States  to  the 
confirmation  of  claims  to  lands  under  the  said  act  of  March 
3,  1851,  shall  be  limited  to  such  objections  as  shall  be  spe- 
cifically stated  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  at- 
torney to  file  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  previous  to  the 
hearing  of  each  case,  a  specific  statement  of  the  objections 
which  will  be  urged  to  the  confirmation.  The  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  in  like  manner  be 
restricted  to  sucli  specific  objections. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  to  this  section  from  the  fact 
that  he  has  had  experience  in  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  our  land  laws,  having  been  at  the  head  of 
the  Bureti'u  of  Public  Lands  for  a  series  of  years. 
This  section,  it  will  be  perceived,  refers  to  the 
pleadings.  It  occurred  to  me  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment should  unfortunately  appoint  a  blundering 
lawyer  to  act  as  district  attorney  who  would  not 
file  very  perfect  pleadings,  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  might  be  prejudiced  by  compelling 
the  court  to  follow  the  pleadings.  It  might  be- 
come manifest  to  the  court  under  the  law  as  it 
stood  that  the  claim  was  invalid;  and  yet  if  the 
pleadings  were  not  so  framed  as  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion, the  interests  of  the  Government  would  be 
prejudiced.  I  think  the  Senator  from  Indiana  con- 
curred with  me  in  that  opinion.  If  so,  he  is  per- 
fectly competent  to  state  his  own  view  ofthe  case. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  really  cannot  see  the  pur- 
pose of  striking  out  this  section.     I  cannot  sec 


any  greater  necessity  than  that  of  confining  par- 
ties who  plead  to  specific  objections.  The  very 
purpose  of  this  act  is  to  expedite  the  settlement 
of  land  titles.  I  do  not  know  indeed  what  fiossi- 
ble  injury  can  take  place  or  occur  to  any  interest 
under  this  section.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  on  this  subject,  having  much 
respect  for  his  opinion.  This  bill  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Land  Department  and  by  the  Com- 
missioner who  is  now  at  the  head  of  that  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia says  he  can  see  no  reason  why  this  section 
should  be  stricken  out.  My  attention  was  called 
to  the  section,  and  I  could  see  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  in  the  bill.  It  is  the  duty  ofthe  Gov- 
ernment to  secure  a  confirmation  of  every  incom- 
plete title  which  came  to  us  on  the  acquisition  of 
California;  but  the  act  of  1851  requires  that  the 
party  shall  present  his  claim  in  proper  form  and 
shall  establish  it  so  that  it  shall  be  approved  by 
the  courts.  It  is  now  proposed  for  the  first  time 
that  if  the  attorney  for  the  Government  in  the 
court  below  shall  not  state  specifically  all  the  ob- 
jections to  the  title  as  presented,  those  objections 
shall  not  be  regarded  by  the  court  below  nor  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  Why 
ought  that  to  be,  sir .'  Any  case  that  comes  to  the 
Supreme  Courtofthe  United  States  comes  upon  the 
whole  record,  whether  it  be  between  theGovern- 
mentor  between  private  parties  litigating.  Shall 
we  establish  a  different  rule  for  the  cases  coming 
up  from  California.'  1  am  not  able  to  see  a  reason 
for  it.  If  theattorney  for  the  Government  should 
neglect  to  state  an  objection  to  the  title  in  the  court 
below,  although  in  the  Supreme  Court  it  might 
become  very  obvious  on  the  whole  record  that  the 
title  ought  not  to  be  confirmed  but  that  the  land 
ought  to  go  to  settlers  instead  of  to  the  claimant, 
still,  under  the  operation  of  this  section,  although 
the  record  showed  that  the  title  was  invalid,  the 
Supreme  Court  would  not  be  at  liberty  to  say  so, 
because  at  the  commencement  of  the  investiga- 
tion the  attorney  for  the  Government  had  failed 
to  indicate  this  particular  objection.  It  is  known 
to  every  attorney  that  in  the  progress  of  the  ex- 
amination of  a  cause  an  objection  will  arise,  and 
then  again  another  and  another,  until  finally  the 
very  merit  of  the  case  is  understood;  and  very 
frequently  objections  to  the  title  do  not  appear 
until  the  case  comes  into  the  Supreme  Court, 
where  a  very  careful  examination  is  had. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  jeopardizing  the 
rights  of  the  Government  and  of  settlers  to  say 
that  the  Government  should  not,  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  avail  itself  of  an  objection,  plain  upon  the 
record,  to  the  title,  unless  the  attorney  below  had 
indicated  in  his  pleadings  that  objection.  I  hope 
the  section  will  be  stricken  out.  I  think  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  representing  the 
Public  Land  Committee,  ought  to  be  sustained. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Mr.  President,  I  suppose  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  would  not  have  an  appellate 
court  travel  out  of  the  record  presented  to  it.  I 
really  cannotunderstand  the  force  of  the  objection 
made.  The  tendency  of  the  argument  ofthe  Sen- 
ator is  to  leave  the  implication  that  there  is  a  cov- 
ert purpose  in  this  section  which  is  to  iiroduce 
the  confirmation  of  titles  claimed  to  land.  I  would 
divest  it  of  that  implication,  as  there  is  no  jiurpose 
of  that  kind.  A  provision  that  there  should  be 
power  to  amend  the  objections  made,  at  certain 
stages  in  the  progress  of  the  investigation,  per- 
haps would  be  proper  enough.  The  only  purpose 
sought  here  is  to  confine  the  adjudication  of  these 
cases  to  the  record  in  each  case,  and  I  cannot  see 
any  objection  to  that. 

Mr.'  HENDRICKS.  I  made  my  objection 
very  poorly  indeed,  if  all  the  Senators  understood 
me  as  the  Senator  from  Californiahas.  1  did  not 
suggest  that  the  Supreme  Court  should  go  out- 
side of  the  record,  i  knew  very  well  that  the 
court  could  not  go  out  of  the  record;  but  this  is 
the  point:  if  upon  the  face  ofthe  record  the  title 
is  not  a.  good  one,  and  ought  not  to  be  confirmed, 
shall  the  Supreme  Court  confirm  it,  simply  be- 
cause the  attorney  below  has  failed  to  indicate  the 
fatal  point  of  objection  to  the  title.' 

Mr.  DAVIS.  This  matter  does  not  concern 
me  or  my  State;  nevertheless  I  will  make  a  re- 
mark in  relation  to  the  bill.  I  suggest  to  my  hon- 
orable friend  front  Indiana  that  a  proviso  be  added 
to  thebill  authorizing  anamendment  of  the  plead- 
ings at  any  lime  before  judgment.     That  princi- 
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pic  obtains  in  all  the  recent  modes  of  pleading,  I 
believe.  I  know  it  does  in  New  York  and  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky. 

By  the  act  of  1789  the  judges  of  the  courts  of 
tlie  United  Slates  have  the  right  to  modify  and  to 
prescribe  the  modes  and  forms  of  pleading.  If 
there  was  anything  in  this  bill  that  was  improper, 
the  tendency  of  which  was  to  defeat  a  fair  trial 
and  the  administration  of  justice  growing  out  of 
a  defect  of  allegations  or  of  pleadings,  the  courts 
would  have  the  power  to  modify  the  forms  and 
modes  of  proceeding  so  as  to  obviate  the  evil. 
But  1  suggest  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  In- 
diana that  he  propose  an  amendment,  by  way  of 
proviso,  that  the  pleadings  may  be  amended  at 
any  time  before  judgment  in  the  case. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  desire  to  ask  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  is  a  very  able  land 
lawyer,  if,  under  any  system  of  pleading,  a  title 
is  ever  pleaded?  You  aver  In  your  pleading  your 
right  to  the  property,  but  you  do  not  plead  the 
title;  neither  under  the  common-law  system  nor 
under  any  of  the  systems  adopted  under  the  codes 
of  the  different  States.  I  presume  (although  I  am 
rot  familiar  with  that  particular  question)  that  in 
the  practice  which  has  grown  up  under  the  act  of 
1851  in  respect  to  the  California  land  titles,  there 
is  no  pleading  of  title.  The  claimant  must  show 
his  claim  to  the  court;  but  the  Government  is  not 
expected  to  plead  a  chain  of  title,  whether  there 
is  a  better  title  in  another,  or  in  herself.  She  puts 
herself  upon  the  denial  of  the  title  of  the  claimant. 
That  is  the  issue,  and  it  is  tried.  Now  all  that  I 
insist  is  that,  when  a  case  shall  come  up  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  thus  joined, 
if  the  record  itself  shows  that  the  title  ought  not 
to  be  confirmed,  we  shall  not  require  the  Supreme 
Court  to  confirm  it. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  whether  the  section 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out  would  deprive  the 
court  of  the  power  of  looking  at  an  error  appa- 
rent on  the  record;  if  it  was  not  assigned  there.' 
Is  that  the  point.'  Suppose  there  is  an  error  on 
the  record;  if  it  is  not  assigned  for  error,  is  the 
court  to  look  into  it  or  not.' 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  Senator  will  see  by  look- 
ing at  the  text  of  the  section  which  the  amend- 
ment proposes  to  strike  out,  that  it  refers  to  the 
original  trial  of  the  case  as  well  as  to  the  trial  in 
the  superior  court. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Does  the  section  proposed 
to  be  stricken  out  limit  the  court  in  its  action  to 
that  which  is  assigned  for  error.' 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Then  clearly  it  should  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Yes,  sir;  and  an  assign- 
ment before  there  is  a  trial. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.     That  should  never  be. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Of  course  not.  There 
are  no  assignments  of  error  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  Slates,  I  believe. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  If  iiisnotassigned  below, 
the  court  will  rectify  the  error  and  should  be  al- 
lowed to  do  so.  I  think  this  section  clearly  ought 
to  be  stricken  out. 

Tlie  VICE  PRESIDENT.   The  question  is  on 

the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa  to  slrike 

out  the  fourth  section  of  the  amendment  made  as 

in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Having  had  some  practical 
ncquuintance  with  what  the  i>peration  of  the  law 
in  relation  to  these  titles  now  is,  I  should  like 
to  know  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia 
why  it  has  been  ihouglil  necessary  to  repeal  the 
aci  of  June  14,  IBGO?  Under  that  act  the  loca- 
tion of  lands  m  California  which  have  been  in 
dififiute,  (if  the  grants  tlicmselv(!s  have  been  rati- 
fied either  by  the  court  below  or  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Slates  upon  a|)penl,)  i.s  to  be 
made  by  the  district  court  to  whom  the  proceed- 
ings are  sent,  and  all  persons,  whether  they  are 
parties  to  the  suit  or  not,  are  at  liberty  to  appear, 
or,  in  the  language  of  the  act  of  1860,  to  inter- 
vene; and  if  they  can  show  that  they  are  inter- 
ested in  the  manner  in  which  the  grant  is  to  he 
located  they  are  to  be  cotiaidered  as  parties,  and 
have  the  same  right  to  bring  up  ar)y  question  de- 
cided ngain.<?t  them  in  relation  to  the  location  that 
the  original  imriics  have.  I  do  not  know  thai  any 
practical  mischief  has  been  the  resullof  that  law. 
The  change  proposed  Ik  to  substitute  the  %Sur- 


veyor  General  and  the  Land  Office  here  for  the 
district  court,  and  (if  the  parlies  think  proper  to 
appeal,  either  the  United  States  or  the  claimant, 
or  the  intervener,)  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Slates. 

The  Senate  is,  of  course,  perfectly  aware  tlmt 
there  are  two  questions,  and  each  of  them  very 
important,  one  of  them  almost  as  important  as 
the  other,  involved  in  these  land  titles.  The  first 
is  whether  the  grant  itself  is  a  good  one;  butafler 
that  is  ascertained  in  favor  of  the  claimant,  the 
other  question  arises,  how  is  the  grant  to  be  lo- 
cated.' That  is  a  question  that  interests  a  good 
many  others  besides  the  mere  claimant  and  the 
United  States.  The  grants  in  California,  as  well 
as  everywhere  else,  sometimes  are  found  to  be 
conflicting  in  their  boundaries.  In  such  cases  the 
elder  grantee  has  the  better  title  with  reference  to 
location  according  to  the  true  location  of  which 
the  grants  are  susceptible;  and  where  his  grant 
has  not  been  passed  upon  by  the  courts,  has  never' 
been  brought  before  the  commissioners  under  the 
act  of  1851,  never  been  the  subject  of  legal  con- 
troversy, when  the  conflicting  grant  which  is 
brought  before  the  commission  is  ascertained  by 
the  board,  or  by  the  district  court,  or  by  the  Su- 
preme Court,  as  there  may  be  an  appeal  or  not,  to 
be  a  valid  grant,  and  the  question  arises  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  grant  is  to  be  located,  then 
the  person  who  has  held  undisturbed  under  an 
elder  title  has  a  direct  interest  in  keeping  the  loca- 
tion of  this  junior  title  so  as  to  exclude  it  from 
the  lines  of  his  elder  title.  Now,  you  propose  to 
change  the  law  allowing  intervention  in  such  a 
case.  Certainly,  in  relation  to  all  inchoate  titles, 
all  titles  that  have  not  been  consummated  by  grant, 
if  you  pass  this  bill,  and  one  of  these  junior  grants 
shall  be  located  by  the  surveyor,  and  that  location 
be  affirmed  here  so  as  to  conflict  with  the  true  lo- 
cation of  an  elder  grant,  the  elder  grantee  will  not 
be  concluded  by  thai  location. 

The  object  of  passing  the  act  which  you  are 
now  asked  to  repeal  was  to  avoid  the  very  unjust 
results  that  would  necessarily  follow  from  an  oc- 
currence of  that  kind;  and  in  my  judgment,  un- 
less some  good  reason  can  be  assigned  why  the 
mode  of  treating  the  question  now  should  be  al- 
tered from  the  mode  provided  for  by  the  act  of 
1860, 1  should  think  it  was  rather  mischievous  to 
attempt  to  change  it  in  the  way  in  which  this  bill 
proposes  to  change  it.  There  are  now  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  Slates  a  variety  of 
cases  which  involve  the  right  under  the  act  of 
1860  of  one  who  is  not  a  parly  to  the  original 
suit  as  between  the  United  States  and  the  grantee, 
to  be  heard  in  relation  to  the  proper  location  of 
that  grantafter  thegrant  shall  have  been  affirmed. 
A  case  which  has  excited  a  good  deal  of  inleresf 
in  the  public  mind,  and  particularly  in  the  mind 
of  that  portion  of  the  public  who  deal  in  slocks, 
who  in  these  days  constitute  a  large  class,  the 
case  of  what  is  called  the  New  Almaden  quick- 
silver mine,  claimed  by  the  Gtuicksilver  Mining 
Company,  illustrates  what  I  have  just  stated. 

The  CLuicksilver  Mining  Company  claims  un- 
der a  grunt  made  or  alleged  to  have  been  made, 
and  no  doubt  properly  alleged  to  have  been  made, 
by  the  Mi'xican  authorities  to  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Juslo  Laiios,  and  afterwards  by  him  or  by 
mesne  conveyances  from  him  vested  in  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Fossat.  The  Quicksilver  Mining 
Comjiany  having  purchased  all  the  interest  that 
Fossat  had,  it  beeauie  very  material  to  them  that 
they  should  obtain  such  a  location  of  that  grant 
as  would  include  within  its  lines  what  was  called 
the  New  Almaden  quicksilver  mine.  Bui  there 
wasa  coterminous  grant,  elder  in  point  of  date, 
made  by  Mexico  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Bcr- 
reyesa;  and  the  controversy  between  the  holders 
of  that  title  and  the  holders  of  the  Larios  title  was 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  two  were  to  be  lo- 
cated, and  that  quest  ion  is  no.w  before  ihc  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  undecided.  Those  who 
hold  under  the  Berreyesa  title,  claim  that  by  the 
true  location  of  that  title  the  mine  will  be  drawn 
within  its  limitw.  The  Q,uicksi I ver  Mining  Com- 
pany for  the  most  part  claim  under  the  Larios  title, 
which  is  in  Fossat,  claim  that  the  true  location  of 
licrreyesa's  gratitis  to  exclude  the  mine,  and  that 
the  inie  location  of  ihcir  grant  is  to  iiu'lude  it. 
That  queslion  involves,  or  is  supposed  to  involve, 
millions  of  dollars;  and  if  this  bill  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  pass  had  been  in  existence  at  that  time, 
that  question  would  have  been  decided  here  in  the 


Land  Office,  first  by  a  surveyor  who  is  in  only  for 
a  period  of  lime,  who  has  not  the  independence 
which  belongs  to  the  judiciary,  has  not,  generally 
speaking,  the  talent  which  belongs  to  the  judi- 
ciary, and  the  Land  Office  here  which  is  equally 
without  the  independence  that  belongs  to  the  ju- 
diciary, and  generally  speaking  is  without  the 
particular  talent  that  belongs  to  the  judiciary  to 
decide  questions  of  that  sort  involving  thousands 
and  hundreds  of  thousand  sand  millions  of  money, 
instead  of  leaving  them  to  be  decided  by  that  tri- 
bunal which  we  have  been  taught  to  believe,  and 
I  think  properly  taught  to  believe — such  is  the 
history  of  England  and  such  is  the  history  of  the 
United  States  and  of  every  State  in  the  United 
Stales — is  belter  able  to  decide  such  questions, 
free  from  all  extraneous  influences  which  maybe 
brought  to  bear  upon  their  decision, either  by  an 
appeal  to  ignorance  or  an  appeal  to  cupidity. 

1  should  like  to  know,  therefore,  whether  there 
has  been  any  particular  mischief  from  the  effect 
of  the  act  of  1860,  which  renders  it  necessary  to 
dispense  with  courts  altogether  and  leave  these 
questions  to  be  decided  by  the  executive  officers. 
That  certainly  is  new  in  the  history  of  legisla- 
tion. Such  a  thing  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  States, 
so  far  as  I  am  advised.  (Questions  of  location  un- 
doubtedly in  all  the  Stales  in  which  there  have 
been  grants  of  land  have  been  considered  as  in 
their  nature  altogether  judicial;  questions  of  grant 
have  of  course  been  considered  as  judicial;  but  the 
character  of  the  first  class  it  is  just  as  important 
should  be  considered  as  judicial  as  it  is  important 
that  the  second  class  to  which  I  have  adverted 
should  be  considered  as  standing  in  the  same  re- 
lation. Therefore,  before  I  can  vote  for  this  bill 
I  should  like  to  know  what  has  been  the  practical 
mischief,  if  any,  in  the  law  as  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  One  of  the  objects  of  this  bill, 
as  well  as  to  expedite  the  settlement  of  titles  to 
lands  in  California,  is  to  relieve  the  Supreme 
Court  from  the  decision  of  the  very  questions 
which  the  Senator  claims  should  properly  be  left 
with  it.  It  was  supposed  that  the  correction  of 
surveys  could  be  more  properly  made  through  the 
action  of  the  surveyor  general  and  the  Land  Of- 
fice here  than  by  the  Supreme  Court.  That  is  the 
reason  assigned,  I  believe,  for  that  section  of  the 
bill.  The  Senator  from  California,  who  is  more 
familiar  with  the  operations  of  the  law  of  1860 
than  I  am,  will  reply  further,  I  presume,  to  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  if  he  desires  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  One  of  the  purposes  of  this 
act  is  to  make  the  change  to  which  attention  has 
been  called  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland.  The 
settlement  of  the  question  whether  a  grant  exists 
is  unquestionably  a  judicial  question.  These 
grants  ace  made  within  extensive  exterior  bound- 
aries. After  the  decision  of  a  grant  affirmatively 
by  the  courts,  the  question  of  its  proper  location 
is  generally  supposed  to  be  a  ministerial  or  ad- 
ministrative question,  and  not  a  judicial  one.  It 
was  so  regarded  up  to  1860,  when  the  act  was 
passed  which  is  proposed  to  be  repealed.  At  that 
time  a  change  was  obtained  in  the  law  by  which 
thereafter  the  survey  and  loci\iion  of  agranl  within 
exterior  boundaries  was  to  be  determined  also  by 
the  courts;  and  the  result  of  that  has  been  that 
they  have  "dragged  their  slow  length  along"  until 
instead  of  making  progress  in  the  settlement  of 
our  land  titles,  weare  really  further  off  from  their 
settlement  than  ever.  This  difficulty  and  disa- 
bility has  attracted  the  attention  of  all  our  peo- 
ple. It  has  attracted  the  attention  even  of  th« 
members  of  the  Supreme  Court.  They  see  very 
distinctly,  I  will  stale  for  the  information  of  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  that  the  settlement  of^  a 
sur.vey  or  boundary  is  trot  in  its  nature  a  judicial 
question,  that  they  can  know  little  or  nothing 
about  it,  and  they  ask,  without  doing  it  officially, 
thai  that  provision  of  the  existing  law  be  repealed 
or  changed. 

There  is  another  difficulty.  I  cannot  say  that 
it  belongs  to  the  determiiuUion  of  these  matter* 
in  court;  but  that  il  is  a  growing  evil  there  is  no 
doubt.  The  exhibit  of  surveys  made  under  the 
present  system  has  been  placed  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  il  mustsurpriseany 
intelligent  person.  How  a  grant  of  land  should 
ever  have  been  made  in  the  shape  that  the  courts 
have  finally  determined  some  of  these  to  occupy 
and  be  in,  is  a  wonder  to  any  intelligent  person. 

There  are  two  objections  to  the  present  system. 
The  objection  in  the  first  place  is  that  after  the 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


THE  OFFICIAL  PROCEEDINGS  OF  CONGRESS,  PUBLISHED  BY  JOHN  C.  RIVES,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Thirtt-1?ightii  Congress,  1st  Sessiok. 


TUESDAY,  MARCH  29,  1864. 


New  Series No.  83. 


owner  of  land  has  gone  tlirough  three  judicial  tri- 
bunals, naim-ly,  the  land  commission,  tlie  district 
court  of  the  United  States,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  lie  has  got  again  to  go  through 
the  district  court  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  to  determine  where  his  land  lies; 
and  thus  it  is  rather  a  misfortune  than  a  matter 
of  good  fortune  to  be  the  owner  of  land.  What- 
ever he  saves  in  the  end,  whatever  he  has  as  a 
result,  is  so  inconsiderable  that  it  is  profitless  that 
he  shall  have  owned  land.  The  question  has  been 
brought  before  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  they  have  examined  it  with  a  good  deal  of 
eare,  and  I  will  leave  its  further  discussion  to  the 
chairman  of  that  committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  The  morning  hour 
having  expired  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  call  up  the  unfinished  business  of  Friday. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  it  will  not  occupy 
more  than  a  few  moments  to  dispose  of  this  bill; 
and  it  is  of  importance,  I  think,  that  it  should  be 
acted  on.  I  propose,  therefore,  that  the  regular 
order  be  informally  passed  over. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
pursue  that  course  if  there  be  no  objection, 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  it  would  be  as  agreeable 
to  thq  Senators  interested  in  this  bill  to  allow  it 
to  go  over  until  to-morrow,  I  should  like  to  make 
a  few  observations  in  reply  to  a  speech  made  the 
other  day,  and  I  should  like  to  take  this  occasion 
to  do  it. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  1  hope  the  special  order 
will  be  taken  up. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  special  order 
is  the  unfinished  business  of  Friday,  the  joint 
resolution  proposing  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolution  (S.No. 
16)  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

The  joint  resolution,  as  originally  introduced 
by  Mr.  Henderson,  proposed  thefoUowingarti- 
cles  as  amendments  to  the  Constitution  «f  the 
United  States,  which,  when  a<lopted  by  the  Le- 
gislatures of  three  fourths  of  the  several  States, 
shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part 
of  the  Constitution: 

Art.  1.  Slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a 
punisiiiiieiit  for  crime,  shall  fiot  exist  iu  the  tnited  States. 

.A.RT.  2.  The  Congress,  whenever  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers elected  to  eacli  House  shall  dtein  it  necessary,  may 
propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  or,  on  the  appli- 
eaiiim  of  the  Legislatures  of  a  majority  of  the  several  States, 
shall  call  a  convention  for  proposing  amendments,  which 
in  either  cast-  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
part  of  the  Constitution,  when  ratified  hy  the  Legislatures 
of  two  Ihirds  of  the  several  States,  or  by  conventions  iu 
two  Ihirds  thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratifica- 
tion may  be  proposefl  by  Congress. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  proposed  an 
amend ment  to  strike  out  all  after  the  resolving 
clause  and  insert  the  following: 

('I"wo  thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,)  That  the  fol- 
lowing article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
Stales  as  an  a[ncndnient  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which,  when  ratified  hy  tlfree  fnurths  of  said  Le- 
gislatures, shall  he  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a 
part  of  the  said  Constitution,  namely: 
Article  XtIL 

Seo.  I.  Neither  slavery  norinvoluntaryservitudo, except 
as  a  punishment  for  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  liave 
been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  wilhin  tlic  Unifjd  States, 
or  any  place  .suhjcct  to  their  jurisdiction. 

Sec.2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article 
by  appropriate  legislation. 

Mr  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  as  the  or- 
gan of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  which  has 
reported  this  reso.lution  to  the  Senate,  I  desire  to 
prcflent  briefly  some  of  the  considerations  which 
induced  nic,  at  least,  to  give  it  my  support.  It  is 
a  proposiuon  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  bmtes  as  foreverto  prohibit  slavery  within 
Jls  jurisdiction,  and  authorize  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  carry  this  provision  into  effect. 

Without  stopping  to  inquire  into  allthc  causes 
of  our  troubles,  and  of  the  distress,  desolation 

83 


a^nd  death  which  have  grown  out  of  this  atrocious 
rebellion,  I  suppose  it  will  be  generally  admitted 
that  they  sp^nuig  from  slavery.  If  a  large  politi- 
cal party  in  the  North  attribute  these  troubles  to 
the  impertinent  interference  of  northern  philan- 
thropists and  fanatics  with  an  institution  in  the 
southern  States  with  which  they  had  no  right  to 
interfere,  I  reply,  if  there  had  been  no  such  in- 
stitution there  could  have  been  no  such  alleged 
impertinent  interference;  if  there  had  been  no 
slavery  in  the  South,  there  could  have  been  no 
abolitionists  in  the  North  to  interfere  with  it.  If, 
upon  the  other  hand, it  be  said  that  this  rebellion 
grows  out  of  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  those  in 
the  interest  of  slavery  to  govern  this  country  so 
as  to  perpetuate  and  increase  the  slaveholding 
power,  and  failing  in  this  that  they  have  endeav- 
o-red  to  overthrow  the  Government  and  set  up 
an  empire  of  their  own,  founded  upon  slavery  as 
its  chief  corner-stone,  I  reply,  if  tliere  had  been 
no  slavery  there  could  have  been  no  such  foun- 
dation on  which  to  build.  If  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press,  so  dear  to  freemen  everywhere, 
and  especially  cherished  in  this  time  of  war  by  a 
large  party  in  the  North  who  are  now  opposed  to 
interfering  with  slavery,  has  been  denied  us  all 
our  lives  in  one  half  the  States  of  the  Union,  it 
was  by  reason  of  slavery.* 

If  these  Halls  have  resounded  from  our  earliest 
recollections  with  the  strifes  and  contests  of  sec- 
tions, ending  sometimes  in  blood,  it  was  slavery 
which  almost  always  occasioned  them.     No  su- 

gerficial  observer,  even,  of  our  history  North  or 
Outh,  or  of  any  party,  can  doubt  that  slavery 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  our  present  troubles.  Our 
fathers  who  made  the  Constitution  regarded  it  as 
an  evil,  and  looked  forward  to  its  early  extinc- 
tion. They  felt  the  inconsistency  of  their  posi- 
tion, while  proclaiming  the' equal  rights  of  all  to 
life,  liberty,  and  happiness,  they  denied  liberty, 
happiness,  and  life  itself  to  a  whole  race,  except 
in  subordination  to  them.  It  was  impossible,  in 
the  nature  of  things^that  a  Government  based  on 
such  antagonistic  principles  could  permanently 
and  peacefully  endure,  nor  did  its  founders  ex- 
pect it  would.  They  looked  forward  to  the  not 
distant,  nor  as  they  supposed  uncertain  period 
when  slavery  should  be  abolished,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment become  in  fact,  what  they  made  it  in 
name,  one  securing  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  all. 
The  history  of  the  last  seventy  years  has  proved 
that  the  founders  of  the  Republic  were  mistaken 
in  their  expectations;  and  slavery,  so  far  from 
gradually  disappearing  as  they  had  anticipated, 
had  so  strengthened  itself  that  in  1860  its  advo- 
cates demanded  the  control  of  the  nation  in  its 
interests,  failing  in  which  they  attempted  its  over- 
throw. This  attempt  brought  into  hostile  collis- 
ion >the  slaveholding  aristocracy,  who  made  the 
right  to  live  by  the  toil  of  others  the  chief  article 
of  their  faith,  and  the  free  laboring  masses  of  the 
North,  who  believed  in  the  right  of  every  man  to 
eat  the  bread  his  own  hands  had  earned. 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  the  war  there  was  an 
indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  executive  author- 
ity to  interfere  with  slavery  at  all.  For  a  long 
time  slaves  who  escaped  from  their  rebel  owners 
and  came  within  our  lines  were  driven  back.  Con- 
gress, however,  at  an  early  day  took  action  upon 
this  subject,  and  at  the  very  first  session  which  met 
after  the  rebellion  broke  out,  the  special  session 
of  July,  1861,  a  law  was  passed  declaring  free  all 
slaves  who  were  permitted  by  their  masters  to  take 
any  part  in  the  rebellion.  Under  the  provisions 
of  that  act,  had  it  been  efficiently  executed,  a  great 
many  slaves  must  necessarily  have  obtained  their 
freedom.  The  constitutionality  of  the  act  would 
seem  to  be  clear.  I  do  not  suppose  that  even  my 
honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Davis] 
would  deny  the  proposition  that  if  we  captured  a 
slave  engaged,  by  consent  of  his  master,  in  con- 
structing rebel  works  and  fortifications,  we  might 
set  him  free. 

That  act,  however,  has  not  been  executed.  So 
far  as  1  am  advised  not  a  single  slave  has  been  set 
at  liberty  under  ik.  Subsequently, at  the  regular 
session  of  Congress  which  convened  in  Decem- 


ber, 1861,  an  act  of  a  more  comprehensive  char- 
acter was  passed — a  law  providing  for  the  free- 
dom of  all  slaves  who  should  come  within  the 
lines  of  our  armies,  who  should  be  deserted  by 
their  masters,  or  who  should  be  found  in  regions 
of  country  which  had  been  occupied  by  rebel 
troops  and  after  wards  came  within  our  possession, 
and  who  belonged  to  rebel  masters.  It  is  under 
the  provisions  of  this  law  that  most  of  the  slaves 
made  free  have  been  emoncipated.  This  act  also 
authorized  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
organize  and  employ  as  many  persons  of  African 
descent  as  he  should  think  proper  to  aid  in  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion.  But  it  was  a  long 
time  before  this  law  was  put  in  operation.  Al- 
though it  was  an  act  called  for  by  the  public  sen- 
timent of  the  country,  and  although  it  was  the 
duty  of  those  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
laws  to  see  that  it  was  faithfully  executed,  it  was 
more  than  a  year  after  its  enactment  before  any 
considerable  number  of  persons  of  African  de- 
scent were  organized  and  armed;  and  even  at  this 
day  a  much  smaller  number  are  in  the  service  than 
would  have  been  by  an  eflrcient  execution  of  the 
law.  It  was  not  until  after  the  passage  of  this 
act  that  our  officers,  especially  in  the  West,  ceased 
to  expel  slaves  who  came  v/ithin  the  lines  of  oar 
Army;  and  so  persistently  was  this  practice  per- 
severed in  that  Congress  had  to  interfere  by  pos- 
itive enactment,  and  declare  that  any  officer  of  the 
Army  or  Navy  who  aided  in  restoring  a  slave  to 
his  master  should  be  dismissed  from  the  public 
service,  before  it  could  be  stopped. 

But,  sir,  had  these  laws,  all  of  them,  been  effi- 
ciently executed  they  would  not  wholly  have  ex- 
tirpated slavery.  They  were  only  aimed  at  the 
slaves  of  rebels.  Congress  never  undertook  to 
free  the  slaves  of  loyal  men ;  no  act  has  ever  passed 
for  that  purpose. 

At  a  later  period,  the  President  by  proclama- 
tion undertook  to  free  the  slaves  in  certain  local- 
ities. Notice  of  this  proclamation  was  given  in 
September,  1862,  and  it  was  to  become  eflfectivQ 
in  January,  1863.  Unlike  the  acts  of  Congress, 
which  undertook  to  free  the  slaves  of  rebels  only, 
and  of  such  as  came  under  our  control,  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  excepted  from  its  provisions 
the  regions  of  country  subject  to  our  authority, 
and  declared  free  the  slaves  only  who  were  in  re- 
gions of  country  from  which  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  was  expelled,  enjoining  upon  the 
persons  proposed  to  be  made  free  to  abstain  from 
all  violence  unless  in  necessary  self-defense,  and 
recommending  them  in  all  cases,  when  allowed, 
to  labor  faithfully  for  reasonable  wages. 

The  force  and  effect  of  this  proclamation  are 
understood  very  differently  by  its  advocates  and 
opponents.  The  former  insist  that  it  is  and  was 
within  the  constitutional  power  of  the  President, 
as  Commander-in-Chief,  to  issue  such  a  procla- 
mation; that  it  is  the  noblest  act  of  his  life  or 
the  age;  and  that  by  virtue  of  its  provisions  all 
slaves  within  the  localities  designated  become  ipso 
facto  free;  while  others  declare  that  it  was  issued 
without  competent  authority,  and  has  not  and 
cannot  effect  the  emancipation  of  a  single  slave. 
These  latter  insist  that  the  most  the  President 
could  do,  as  commander  of  the  armies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  would  be,  in  the  absence  of  legislation, 
to  seize  and  free  the  slaves  which  came  within  the 
control  of  the  Army;  that  the  power  exercised 
by  a  commander-in-chief,  as  such,  must  be  a 
power  exercised  in  fact,  and  that  beyond  his  lines 
where  his  armies  cannot  go  his  orders  are  mere 
brulum  Julmen ,  and  can  neither  worl(  a  forfeiture 
of  property  nor  freedom  of  slaves;  that  the  power 
of  Fremont  and  Hunter,  commanders-in-chief  for 
a  certain  time  in  their  departments,  who  assumed 
to  free  the  slaves  within  their  respective  com- 
mands, was  just  as  effective  within  the  boundaries 
of  their  commands  as  that  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  all  the  departments,  who  as  commander 
could  not  draw  to  himself  any  of  his  presidential  . 
powers;  and  that  neither  had  or  could  have  any 
force  except  within  the  lines  and  where  the  Army 
actually  had  the  power  to  execute  the  order;  that 
to  thatextent  the  prcviousncts  of  Congress  would 
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free  the  slaves  of  rebels,  and  if  the  Preside  nt'sproe- 
lamaiioii  lind  iiny  effect  it  would  only  be  to  free 
the  slaves  of  loyal  men,  for  which  the  laws  of  the 
land  did  not  provide.  Iwill  not  undertake  to  say 
which  of  these  opinions  is  correct,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary for  my  purposes  to  decide.  It  is  enough  for 
me  to  show  that  any  and  all  these  laws  and  proc- 
lamations, giving  to  each  the  largest cffectclaimed 
by  its  friends,  are  ineffectual  to  the  destruction  of 
slavery.  The  laws  of  Congress  if  faithfully  exe- 
cuted would  leave  remaining  the  slaves  belonging 
to  loyal  masters,  which,  considering  how  many 
arc  held  by  children  and  females  not  engaged  in 
the  lehellion,  would  be  tio  inconsiderable  num- 
ber, and  the  President's  proclamation  excepts 
from  its  provisions  all  of  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missouri,  and  agood  por- 
tion of  Louisiana  and  Virginia — almost  half  the 
slave  States. 

If  then  we  are  to  get  rid  of  the  institution,  we 
must  have  some  more  efficient  way  of  doing  it 
than  by  the  proclamations  that  have  been  issued 
or  the  acts  of  Congress  which  have  been  passed. 

Some,  however,  say  that  we  may  pass  an  act 
of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  altogether,  and 
petitions  are  sent  to  Congress  asking  it  to  pass 
such  a  law.  I  am  as  anxious  to  get  rid  of  slavery 
as  any  person;  but  has  Congress  authority  to 
pass  a  law  abolishing  slavery  everywhere,  free- 
ing the  slavesof  the  loyal,  the  slaves  of  the  friends 
of  the  Government  as  well  as  the  slaves  of  the 
disloyal  and  of  the  enemies  of  the  Government? 
Why,  sir,  it  has  been  an  admitted  axiom  from 
the  foundation  of  this  Government,  among  all 
parties,  that  Congress  had  no  authority  to  inter- 
fere with  slavery  in  the  States  where  it  existed. 
But  it  is  said  this  was  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  we 
are  now  at  war,  and  Congress  has  authority  to 
carry  on  war,  and  in  carrying  on  war  we  may 
free  the  slaves.  Why  so.'  Because  it  is  neces- 
sary; for  no  other  reason.  If  we  can  do  it  by 
act  of  Congress  it  must  be  because  it  is  a  necessity 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  We  have  authority 
to  put  down  the  enemies  of  the  country;  we  have 
the  rightto  slay  them  in  battle;  we  haveaulhority 
to  confiscate  their  property;  but,  mark  you,  does 
that  give  any  authority  to  slay  the  friends  of  the 
country,  to  confiscate  the  property  of  the  friends 
of  the  country,  or  to  free  the  slavesof  the  friepds 
of  the  country  ? 

But  it  is  said  that  freeing  slaves  would  aid  us 
in  raising  troops;  that  slaves  are  unwilling  to  vol- 
unteer and  enter  the  public  service  unless  other 
slaves  are  made  free,  and  that  we  could  raise 
troops  better,  sooner,  and  have  a  more  efficient 
army  if  slavery  were  declared  abolished.  Sup- 
pose that  were  so,  is  it  a  necessity  ?  Can  we  not 
raise  an  army  without  doing  this.'  Has  not  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Stales  unlimited  author- 
ity to  provide  for  the  raising  of  armies  by  draft, 
by  force  to  put  any  and  every  man  capable  of 
bearing  arms  into  its  service.'  Have  we  not  al- 
ready passed  a  law  compelling  men  to  enter  the 
service  of  the  Government  in  its  defense  and  for 
the  putting  down  this  rebellion.'  Then  there  is  no 
necessity  to  fi-ee  the  slaves  in  order  to  raise  an 
army. 

But  itis  a  convenience,  perhaps  some  will  say. 
Sir,  it  is  not  because  a  measure  would  be  con- 
venient that  Congress  has  authority  to  adopt  it. 
The  measure  must  be  appropriate  and  needful  to 
carry  into  effect  some  granted  power,  or  we  have 
no  authority  to  adopt  it.  I  can  imagine  a  thou- 
sand things  that  would  aid  us  to  raise  troops 
which  no  one  would  contend  Congress  had  au- 
thority to  do.  We  now  find  that  it  is  costing  us 
a  large  sum  of  money  to  carry  on  this  war.  Tliere 
arc  apprehensions  in  some  quarters  that  the  finan- 
ces of  the  country  will  not  be  sufficient  to  prose- 
cute it  to  the  end.  A  measure  that  would  enable 
us  to  carry  on  tlie  war  cheaper  would  certainly  be 
one  in  aid  of  this  war  power.  In  consequence  of 
the  pros[)erity  which  prevails  in  the  country, 
wages  at  this  time  are  very  high.  Men  are  un- 
willing to  enlist  without  large  bounties  and  large 
pay,  because  they  get  high  wages  at  home.  Sup- 
pose we  introduce  a  bill  that  no  man  shall  be 
paid  in  any  manufacturing  establishment,  at  any 
mechanic  art,  or  for  his  daily  labor,  more  than 
ten  cents  a  day,  and  we  visit  with  penalties  and 
punishrnc-nt  any  man  who  shall  give  to  his  em- 
ployg  mure  than  that  sum;  do  you  not  think 
thai  would  hold  out  an  additional  inducement  to 
volunteer?    But  who  would  contend  that  Con- 


gress had  any  such  authority  ?  Manifestly  it  has 
not.  Nor  can  I  find  the  constitutional  authority 
to  abolish  slavery  everywhere  by  actof  Congress 
as  a  necessity  to  prosecuting  the  war. 

Then,  sir,  in  my  judgment,  the  only  effectual 
way  of  ridding  the  country  of  slavery,  and  so  that 
it  cannot  be  resuscitated,  is  by  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  forever  prohibiting  it  within  tlte 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  This  amendment 
adopted,  not  only  does  slavery  cease,  but  it  can 
never  be  reestablished  by  State  authority,  or  in 
any  other  way  than  by  again  amending  the  Con- 
stitution. Whereas,  if  slavery  should  now  be 
abolished  by  act  of  Congress  or  proclamation  of 
the  President,  assuming  that  either  has  the  power 
to  do  it,  there  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  to 
prevent  any  State  from  reestablishing  it.  This 
change  of  the  Constitution  will  also  relieve  us  of 
all  difficulty  in  the  restoration  to  the  Union  of  the 
rebel  States  when  our  brave  soldiers  shall  have 
reduced  them  to  obedience  to  the  laws. 

To  secure  its  passage  requires,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, a  vote  of  two  thirds  in  its  favor  in  each 
branch  of  Congress,  and  its  ratification  subse- 
quently by  three  fourths  of  the  States  of  the 
Union.  Can  these  majorities  be  obtained?  Itis 
very  generally  conceded,  I  believe,  by  men  of 
all  political  parties,  that  slavery  is  gone;  that  the 
value  of  slavery  is  destroyed  by  the  rebellion. 
What  objection,  then,  can  there  be  on  the  part 
of  any  one,  in  the  present  state  of  public  feeling 
in  the  country,  to  giving  the  people  an  oppor- 
tunity to  pass  upon  this  question  ?  I  would 
appeal  to  Senators  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Chamber,  and  ask  them — for  I  expect  some  of 
them  to  support  this  measure,  and  I  trust  all  of 
them  will — what  objection  they  have  to  submit- 
ting this  question  to  the  people  and  letting  them 
pass  upon  it?  Do  any  of  you  deny  that  slavery 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  this  rebellion?  Do  you  be- 
lieve that  we  should  have  had  this'terrible  war 
upon  us  had  there  been  no  slavery  in  the  land? 
I  repeat,  then,  why  not  afford  an  opportunity  to 
the  people  to  pass  upon  this  amendment?  I  trust 
I  do  not  assume  tooi^iuch  when  I  assume  that  it 
will  receive  the  requisite  vote  of  two  thirds  of 
each  branch  of  Congress. 

Having  obtained  that,  the  question  then  arises, 
is  it  probable  that  it  can  have  the  ratification  of 
three  fourths  of  the  States  ?  'We  have  now  thirty- 
five  States,  and  bills  have  passed  both  branches 
of  Congress  and  been  approved  by  the  President 
for  the  creation  of  two  more,  Colorado  and  Ne- 
vada, which  will  make  thirty-seven.  When 
these  States  are  admitted  it  will  require  the  con- 
curring vote  of  twenty-eight  States  in  order  to 
adopt  this  amendment. 

If  Nebraska  should  be  admitted,  for  the  admis- 
sion of  which  a  bill  is  now  pending,  that  would 
make  the  number  of  States  thirty-eight,  and  the 
votes  of  twenty-nine  States  would  then  be  requi- 
site to  adopt  the  amendment.  But  the  admission 
of  Nebraska  would  not  probably  affect  the  result, 
as,  if  admitted,  she  would  most  probably  vote  for 
the  amendment. 

Of  the  thirty-seven  States,  twenty-one  are  free 
States,  including  Colorado  and  Nevada,  and  I  as- 
sume that  all  those  States  would  vote  for  this  con- 
stitutional amendment.  There  are,  then,  the  States 
ofMaryland,  West  Virginia,  Missouri,  Arkansas, 
Tennessee,  and  Louisiana,  all  of  which  have  taken 
initiatory  steps  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  within 
their  borders;  and  I  think  we  might  confidently 
count  that  they  would  unite  with  the  free  States  to 
pass  this  amendment.  Those  six  added  to  the 
twenty-one  free  States  would  make  twenty-seven. 
Then  there  is  the  State  of  Delaware,  with  hardly 
slaves  enough  in  it  to  count,  which  would  be  left 
standing  atone  with  free  Stales  all  around  her. 
Although  she  has  not  yet,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
taken  any  legislative  steps  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  though  the  question  is  agitated  among 
her  jieople,  I  cannot  think  she  would  stand  alone 
in  such  a  locality,  resistingaconslilutional  amend- 
ment which  w»uld  forever  give  us  peace  on  this 
question. 

I  have  assumed  that  all  the  free  States  will 
adopt  the  amendment.  It  is  now  very  generally 
conceded  that  slavery  is  not  a  divine  institution. 
Till!  few  in  the  northern  or  free  States  who  at- 
tempt Lo uphold  it  do  soon  constitutional  grounds, 
denying  the  authority  of  the  Government  to  in- 
terfere with  it;  but  none  of  these  persona  deny  or 
ran  deny  the  power  of  the  people  to  amend  the 


Constitution  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  in- 
strument itself.  If,  then,  they  shall  oppose  an 
amendment  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  it  will  not 
be  because  to  abolish  it  in  that  form  is  unronsti- 
tutional,  but  because  it  is  not  right,  or,  if  right, 
•not  expedient. 

I  think,  then,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
if  this  proposed  amendment  passes  Congress,  it 
will  within  a  year  receive  the  ratification  of  the 
requisite  number  of  States  to  make  it  a  part  of 
the  Constitution.  That  accomplished,  and  we  are 
forever  freed  of  this  troublesome  question.  We 
accomplish  then  what  the  statesmen  of  this  coun- 
try have  been  struggling  to  accomplish  for  years. 
We  take  this  question  entirely  away  from  the 
politics  of  the  country.  We  relieve  Congress  of 
sectional  strifes,  and,  what  is  better  than  all,  we 
restore  lo  a  whole  race  that  freedom  which  is  theirs 
by  the  gift  of  God,  but  which  we  for  generations 
have  wickedly  denied  them. 

I  know  that  the  passage  of  this* measure  will 
not  end  this  rebellion.  I  do  not  claim  that  for  it. 
There  is  butone  way  to  do  that;  and  that  is  by  the 
power  of  our  brave  soldiers.  We  can  never  have 
the  Union  restored,  the  authority  of  the  Consti- 
tution recognized,  and  its  laws  obeyed  and  re- 
spected, until  our  armies  shall  overcome  and  van- 
quish the  rebel  armies.  We  must  look  to  our 
soFdiers,  to  our  patriotic  Army,  to  put  down  the 
rebellion.  But,  sir,  when  they  shall  have  accom- 
plished that,  this  measure  will  secure  to  us  future 
peace.  That  is  what  I  claim  for  it.  I  trust  that 
within  a  year,  in  less  time  than  it  will  take  to 
make  this  constitutional  amendment  effective,  our 
armies  will  have  put  to  flight  the  rebel  armies.  I 
think  it  ought  long  ago  to  have  been  done;  and  I 
think  but  for  the  indecision,  the  irresolution,  the 
want  of  plan,  and  the  scattering  of  our  forces,  it 
would  have  been  done  long  ago.  Hundreds  of 
millions  of  treasure  and  a  hundred  thousand  lives 
would  have  been  saved  had  the  power  of  this  Re- 
public been  concentrated  under  one  mind  and 
hurled  in  masses  upon  the  main  rebel  armies. 
This  is  what  our  patriotic  soldiers  have  wanted, 
and  what  I  trust  is  now  soon  to  be  done. 

But  instead  of  looking  back  and  mourning  over 
the  errors  of  the  past,  let  us  remember  them  only 
for  the  lessons  they  teach  for  the  future.  Forget- 
ting thethings  which  are  past,  let  us  press  forward 
to  the  accomplishment  of  what  is  before.  We 
have  at  last  placed  at  the  head  of  our  armies  a  man 
in  whom  the  country  has  confidence,  a  man  who 
has  won  victories  wherever  he  has  been,  and  ( 
trust  that  his  mind  is  to  be  permitted  uninterfercd 
with  to  unite  our  forces,  never  before  so  formi- 
dable as  to-day,  in  one  or  two  grand  armies  and 
hurl  them  upon  the  rebel  force.  Let  him  put  to 
flight  the  main  rebel  army  which  has  threatened 
the  capital  for  the  last  three  years,  and  the  small 
rebel  armies'  will  quickly  succumb.  I  look  for 
that  result  during  the  coming  campaign,  and  with 
that  result,  if  we  civilians  cTo  our  duty,  we  shall 
have  the  authority  of  the  Constitution  vintficaled, 
constitutional  liberty  reestablished,  the  Union  re- 
stored, and  freedom  everywhere  proclaimed. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  sup- 
port this  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
but  I  have  already  said  all  that  I  intend  to  say  on 
that  subject.  My  purpose  now  is  to  reply  to  a 
most  remarkable  speech  made  the  other  day  by 
the  Senator  from  Minnesota  [Mr.  Wilkinson] 
while  I  was  necessarily  absent  from  the  Senate 
Chamber.  I  coulil  not  get  access  to  this  speech 
until  it  was  pittlished  in  the  Globe  on  Friday  last. 
I  am  told  that  it  was  a  written  speech,  prepared, 
conned  over,  deliberated  on,  and  jirononnccd  here 
in  my  absence.  I  shall  be  able  to  sllow  that  it 
was  not  made  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the 
proposition  before  the  Senate.  The  motive  of  the 
Senator  I  can  scarcely  conceive,  but  will  allow 
Senators  to  form  their  own  conception  when  I  call 
their  attention  to  it. 

It  was  not  an  attack  upon  a  political  adversary 
or  to  convince  a  political  friend.  It  was  made 
upon  a  proposition  that  I  had 'already  spoken  in 
favor  of,  and  had  said  I  intended  to.vote  for,  upon 
which  he  and  I  did  not  differ;  but  still  it  was  an 
attack,  personal  in  its  nature,  not  only  intended 
for  myself,*but  for  several  other  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  am  proud  to  act,  and  by  whose  associa- 
tion 1  am  honored.  Sir,  this  speech  coiituinssev- 
eral  statements  that  are  false — I  do  not  wish  to 
use  unkind  language,  because  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  a  legislative  body  I  have  never  will- 
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ingly  violated  the  rules  of  the  bod/,  and  have 
never  said  an  unkind  vi^ord  but  in  self-defense — 
but  this  speech  contains  several  statements  tliat 
are  not  true;  that  are  grossly  false;  and  n-either 
courtesy  nor  truth  requires  me  to  let  them  go  in 
silence.  ' 

The  Senator  commences  his  personal  allusions 
to  me  by  a  statement  utterly  unfounded.  He  says: 

"  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  who  is  not  to-day 
ill  Ills  seat,  [Mr.  Sherman,]  seemed  in  liis  course  hereto- 
fore to  be  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  idea  that  under  the 
Coiislilulion  the  iiumanity  of  the  slave  is  entirely  ignored, 
and  that  he  can  only  be  regarded  or  even  spoken  of  as  prop- 
erty, ill  the  sense  in  which  we  speak  of  a  horse  or  a  mule 
as  property." 

I  say  that  statement  attributed  to  me  is  totally 
false.  I  never  entertained  such  a  sentiment.  I 
never  uttered  such  a  doctrine.  Long  before  that 
Senator  took  his  seat  in  Congress  I  liad^occasion 
Irequently  in  the  other  House  to  express  my  opin- 
ions on  this  subject,  and  they  are  now  upon  rec- 
ord. I  have  always  said,  and  so  insist  now, that 
the  Constitution  recognizes  slaves  as  persons,  and 
so  they  are  spoken  of  in  several  clauses  of  the  Con- 
stitution. It  is  true  that  by  the  local  law  of  sev- 
eral States,  individuals  may  have  property  in  their 
services  just  as  I  may  have  property  in  the  ser- 
vices of  a  white  man;  and  that  debt  or  service  by 
the  local  law  of  these  States  is  regarded  as  prop- 
erty. It  is  bought andsold;  it isdeeded, devised, 
and  transferred.  In  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  that  relation  is  recognized  as  existing 
in  several  of  the  States,  but  in  the  Constitution 
they  are  spoken  of  as  persons  owing  service  and 
labor.  I  say  this  statement  attributed  to  me  there- 
fore is  false,  and  would  convey  an  impression  to- 
tally unjust  and  unfounded. 

But  let  me  read  another  passage  to  show  the 
animus  of  this  speech.     The  Senator  says: 

"But  when  I  listened  to  the  speed)  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator I  could  but  think  what  progress  had  been  made  in  tlie 
public  sq^itiment  of  the  country  within  the  last  two  years. 
Almost  simultaneously  with  the  delivery  of  this  speech  in 
the  Senate  the  New  York  Herald  came  to  us  containing  a 
leading  editorial  advocating  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery 
throiigliout  the  United  States,  and  that  by  constitutional 
amendment.  We  cannot  be  told  hereafter  that  the  world 
does  not  move." 

The  Senator,  in  the  absence  of  one  of  his  own 
political  associates,  arraigns  him  before  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  classifies  him  with  the  New 
York  Herald,  and,  aftercommending certain  por- 
tions of  his  speech,  he  whistles  him  down  the 
■wind  by  sneeringly  sayingthe  world  has  made 
great  progress,  that  he  and  the  New  York  Herald 
have  suddenly  changed  their  opinions,  and  sneers 
at  the  motives  of  both.  Is  this  the  proper  mode 
of  discussion  in  the  United  States  Senate?  This 
is  only  one  of  a  dozen  extracts  which  I  might 
i-ead  from  this  speech  to  show  the  character  of  it. 

But  let  us  look  to  the  main  purpose  of  his 
speech.  He  intends  to  reply  to  a  speech  I  made 
on  the  2d  of  February.  What  were  my  posi- 
tions.^ I  sought  to  prove  that  we  were  justified 
by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  and  practices 
of  nations  in  ancientand  modern  times  in  employ- 
ing slaves  in  our  military  service;  that  as  a  ne- 
cessary incident  to  the  employment  of  slaves  as 
soldiers,  followed  their  emancipation  and  that  of 
their  families,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress as  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Government 
authorized  to  raise  armies  to  secure  this  emanci- 
pation by  an  act  of  unquestioned  authority;  and 
in  this  connection,  and  in  this  connection  only, 
I  expressed  my  doubts  of  the  po>4rerof  the  Presi- 
dent to  secure  this  result,  and  that  his  efforts  in 
that  direction  should  be  sanctioned  by  Congress 
and  by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution.  Did 
the  Senator  take  issue  with  me?  Did  he  contro- 
vert my  positions?  Dicl  heapply  his  mind  tothe 
business  before  him?  Not  at  all.  He  approves 
what  I  said.  He  indorses  it.  He  doubtingly 
says  I  "made  what  some  would  call  a  radical 
speech,"  and  then  assails  mc  for  inconsistency. 
He  proceeds  to  quote  at  length  what  I  said  in 
regard  to  the  President's  proclamation.  Does  he 
take  issue  with  it?  He  doubts;  to  useliis  exact 
language,  »'  I  doubt  very  much  whether  this  se- 
vere criticism  IS  deserved."  What  did  I  say  of 
the  President?  Did  I  arraign  him  in  the  usual 
style  of  the  Senator?  Did  I  follow  the  example 
so  often  set  by  that  Senator,  not  only  as  to  his 
fellow  Sonator.s  but  as  to  the  President  himself, 
of  assuming  pharisaical  radicalism  and  holding 
off  other  men  as  less  radical  and  tlfcrefore  less 
pure  than  he?    He  relieves  me  from  this  imputa- 


'tion  by  saying  that  I  was  "  courteous  in  language, 
it  is  true,  and  mild  in  the  expression." 

What  is  the  substance  of  the  extract  he  read? 
Why,  that  I  doubted  the  constitutional  power  of 
the  President  to  emancipate  slaves  beyond  his 
military  lines';  that  a  mere  proclamation  liable  at 
any  time  to  be  modified,  changed,  or  revoked, 
was  hot  a  sufficient  guarantee  to  secure  to  slaves 
that  which  we  promise  them — emancipation. 
And  I  urged  Congress  to  do  its  part  promptly, 
to  give  to  that  proclamation  their  legal  sanction, 
and  to  extend  it  by  an  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution so  as  to  make  emancipation  universal. 

In  this  the  Senator  does  not  differ  with  me,  but 
he  makes  a  personal  issue.  He  says  if  this  crit- 
icism upon  the  President's  proclamation  is  de- 
served I  had  no  right  to  pronounce  it;  to  use  his 
precise  language,  "  I  am  quite  'clear  in  my  opin- 
ion that  if  deserved  it  should  not  have  been  pro- 
nounced.by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio." 
Why  not?  Is  there  anything  in  the  position, 
abilities,  or  standing  of  that  Senator  that  entitles 
him  to  have  a  monopoly  of  criticising  the  public 
acts  of  the  President?  He  says  my  colleague 
might  have  done  it;  and  he  proceeds  to  classify 
the  Union  Senators  into  two  divisions,  the  con- 
servatives and  the  radicals.  He  names  them. 
He  is  a  radical.  He  puts  himself  at  the  head  of 
this  class,  by  first  extolling  how  he  has  "felt 
and  spoken  and  voted  since  this  rebellion  broke 
out;"  and  then  he  patronizingly  confirms  and 
elects  a  "few  others  around  him  on  this  floor" 
who  have  been  steady  and  consistent  chosen  fol- 
lowers in  his  radicalism.  And  he  tells  us  the 
other  class,  "more  timid,  have  been  from  the  be- 
ginning rolling  constitutional  logs  in  the  way  of 
our  armies."  It  is  consistent  for  the  one  class  to 
declaim,  denounce,  arraign,  and  abuse  the  Pres- 
ident and  all  in  authority,  while  the  other  class 
are  estopped  by  their  conservatism  from  even  a 
manly  criticism  of  public  acts.  That  I  do  not  do 
injustice  to  his  position,  I  will  read  an  extract 
from  his  speech: 

"  I  have  thus  felt  and  spoken  and  voted  ever  since  this 
rebellion  broke  out.  There  are  a  few  others  around  me 
on  this  floor  who  have,  from  the  beginning,  steadily  and 
consistently  acted  upon  the  same  principle.  The  eloquent 
Senator  from_ Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumner,]  tlie  just  and 
uncompromising  Senator  from  Oliio  who  sits  nearest  me, 
[Mr.  Wade,]  the  honorable  members  from  Iowa,  [Messrs. 
Harlan  andtlRiMES,]  and  from  Michigan,  [Messrs.  Chand- 
ler and  Howard,]  and,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber, the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Morrill,] 
and  from  Kansas,  [Mr.  Lane,]  have  never,  for  one  moment, 
hesitated  or  faltered  in  their  determination  to  destroy  sla- 
very with  this  rebellion  since  it  assumed  its  present  pro- 
portions. While  otliers,  more  timid,  liave  been  from  the 
beginning  rolling  constitutional  logs  in  the  way  of  our  ar- 
mies, these  honorable  Senators  have  been  clearing  the  way 
for  the  rapid  and  triumphant  march  of  our  forces." 

"  Upon  what  meat  does  this  our  Caesar  feed," 
that  he  comes  into  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
and  classifies  Senators  of  the  same  political  organ- 
ization into  two  distinctparties?  He  dividesSen- 
alors  from  the  same  State,  some  on  one  side  and 
some  on  the  other.  He  says  one  class  are  brave 
and  noble  men  who  have  always  done  their  duty, 
but  the  others  are  timid  men,  who  are  throwing 
constitutional  logs  in  the  way  of  our  armies  to 
impede  their  progress.  Why,  sir,  such  a  discus- 
sion as  this  is  unworthy  of  a  Senator  and  of  this 
place.  Of  what  sin  have  I,  and  the  other  Sen- 
ators who  agreed  with  me  in  the  votes  to  which 
I  shall  now  refer,  been  guilty?  The  Senator  has 
had  an  opportunity  to  examine  my  course.  He 
has  taken  the  pains  to  do  so  by  a  careful,  elab- 
orate, and  long  speech,  conned  over  and  matured 
more  than  a  month  after  I  made  tlie  speech  to 
which  he  refers.  He  has  had  before  him  my  po- 
litical life  for  years  in  the  stormy  scenes  of  this 
Capitol;  and  what  is  my  offense?  Why  have  i 
not  the  power  and  the  right  to  criticise  the  Pres- 
ident as  well  as  he? 

I  call  attention  to  the  specifications  of  the  in- 
dictment made  against  me  particularly,  but  really 
against  all  who  acted  with  me,  and  who  are  as- 
sailed as  well  as  myself.  The  first  and  the  mate- 
rial point  made  against  me  is  that  I  proposed  an 
amendment  to  a  certain  bill  that  was  pending,  in- 
troduced, I  believe,  by  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Wilson,]  providing  for  the  em- 
ployment of  slaves  ill  the  military  service.  That 
bill  provided  that  where  a  .slave  was  employed  in 
theservice  of  the  United  States,  notin  the  military 
service  merely,  but  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Stales  for  any  purpose,  he,  his  wife,  his  children, 
and  his  mother  should  be  free.  I  offered  an  amend- 


ment confining  the  emancipation  of  slaves  under 
that  bill  to  the  slaves  of  rebels;  but  1  also  pro- 
vided that  the  slaves  of  loyal  men  and  rebels  alike, 
all  the  slaves  in  the  country,  might  be  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  render  any 
duty  required  of  them.  The  Senator  takes  this 
amendment  offered  by  me,  strips  it  from  the  con- 
text, brings  this  vote  into  the  Senate,  and  arraigns 
me  for  it.     He  says: 

"  This  proposition  of  the  lionorablc  Senator  was  to  free 
only  the  soldiers  themselves  who  were  the  slaves  of  rebels ; 
and  as  to  the  slave  soldiers  not  claimed  by  rebel  mastersr, 
after  they  should  have  served  in  our  armies,  wc  were  to 
remand  them  back  to  slavery !" 

Now,  this  assertion  is  false. 

He  says  thatupon  that  vote  the  line  was  drawn 
between  the  brave  and  the  timid.  That  is  not 
his  language;  but  he  brings  that  vote,  the  yeas 
and  nays,  before  the  Senate,  and  how  does  it 
stand?  It  seems  my  amendment  was  adopted. 
The  yeas  were — 

"Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning, Collamer,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Dooliitle,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Henderson,  Howe,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Powell,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Ten  Eyck,  Willey, 
Wilson  of  Missouri,  and  Wright." 

If  I  was  guilty  of  any' very  great  wrong  I  was 
in  very  good  company.  All  those  Senators  are 
liable  to  the  same  criticism. 

But,  sir,  in  this  connection  allowme  to  say  the 
Senator  has  quoted  a  portion  of  some  remarks 
that  I  made  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  an  er- 
roneous impression.  He  detached  from  their  con- 
text two  sentences  used  by  me  so  as  to  convey 
the  ^exactly  opposite  meaning  of  what  he  must 
have  known  I  said;  and  here  it  is  on  the  record. 
I  was  astonished  when  I  read  it.  He  quotesthis 
remark  that  1  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
on  tills  amendment: 

"Mr.  Sherman."  *  *  »  »  "Ifmyam.end- 
ment  shall  be  adopted  to  the  second  section  the  slaves  of, 
loyal  persons  will  not  be  made  free  by  the  operation  pftlio 
act;  and  the  masters  of  those  slaves  will  draw  the  com- 
pensation allowed  by  the  Government  for  their  services, 
and  they  would  get  their  slaves  back,  as  a  matter  of  course. 
If  my  amendment  to  the  second  section  be  adopted  this 
measure  will  not  affect  the  loyal  master,  because  he  will 
receive  tlje  compensation  allowed  by  law  for  the  service 
of  his  slave,  and  the  slave  will  be  his  at  the  termination  of 
that  service." — Congressional  Globe,  Thirty-Seoenth  Con- 
gress, second  session,  page  3232. 

This  extract  was  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
showingthat  I  was  opposed  to  the  employment 
of  slaves  in  the  military  service,  and  that  I  had 
changed  my  rnind  on  the  subject.  While  I  advo- 
cated, in  the  speech  to  which  the  Senator  was 
replying,  the  employment  of  slaves,  he  quotes  this 
paragraph  to  show  that  I  was  at  one  time,  only 
two  years  ago,  opposed  to  the  employment  of 
slaves  in  the  service. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  If  the  Senator  will  permit 
me  one  moment 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  yield. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  The  Senator  is  mistaken 
in  regard  to  my  purpose  in  introducing  that 
extract  and  reading  it.  My  object  was  to  show 
that  the  honorable  Senator  was  in  favor  of  em- 
ploying in  the  armies  of  the  United  Stales  slaves 
belonging  to  loyal  men,  and  then  advocating  the 
doctrine  of  remanding  them  back  to  slavery  again 
after  the  war  should  be  over,  and  of  allowing 
them  to  be  held  as  slaves  after  they  had  fought  for 
the  country.  That  was  the  purpose  for  which  I 
introduced  that  extract,  and  not  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  the  honorable  Senator  was  op- 
posed to  employing  them  in  the  Army. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  not  the  purpose  an- 
nounced in  his  speech,  and  no  gentleman  after 
reading  the  speech  would  infer  liiat  as  the  pur- 
pose. I  stand  here  on  record,  and  the  record  is 
before  me.  If  that  was  the  idea  sought  to  be  con- 
veyed by  the  Senrftor  then  his  whole  argument 
falls,  because  in  the  very  speech  that  he  com- 
mends and  extols,  my  position  is  that  the  slaves 
of  loyal  masters  should  not  be  taken  without  com- 
pensation. I  said  two  years  ago  on  that  point 
precisely  what  I  said  in  my  recent, speech,  that 
they  should  not  be  taken  unless  provision  was 
made  for  the  compensation  of  the  loyal  owners. 
If  the  Senator  introduced  this  garbled  extract 
for  the  purpose  he  now  states,  he  must  have 
known  that  my  position  then  was  the  same  that 
it  is  now.  But,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  disclaimer 
of  the  Senator,  I  will  cheerfully  give  way  to  him 
if  I  misinterpret  his  meaning.  Upon  the  face  of 
this  paper  any  pers^i  woulil  suppose  that  I  iiad 
changed  my  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  em- 
ployment of  negroes  in  this  war;  but  I  will  read 
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the  short  speech  from  which  he  took  this  extract; 
the  whole  was  very  short  and  miglit  easily  have 
been  quoted: 

"There  is  no  reason  .why  the  slaves  of  loynl  men  should 
not  be  employed  just  as  well'ris  the  slav-cs  of  disloyal  men. 
The  only  question  is,  what  compensation  should  be  made 
to  the  masters  of  slaves?" 

Then  follows  the  extract  he  read: 

"If  my  amtndrncnt  shall  be  adopted  to  the  second  sec- 
tion, the  slaves  of  loyal  persons  will  not  be  marie  free  by 
tlic  operation  of  the  act,  and  tiie  masters  of  those  slaves 
will  draw  the  compensation  allowed  by  the  Government  for 
iheir  services,  and  tlicy  would  get  their  slaves  back  33  a 
Matter  of  course." 

"  There  is  no  desire,  so  far  as  I  hSve  heard  any  expression, 
to  aflecf  Ihe  riclUof  any  loyal  master  in  the  United  States. 
It  seems  to  be  the  general  desire,  so  far  as  I  know,  to  treat 
him  fairly;  not  to  deprive  him  of  what  is  regarded  by  tho 
local  law  Ui  his  properly,  without  fair  and  just  dompcnsa- 
llon.  J  shall,  therefore,  vote  against  this  amendment  to  the 
first  section,  because  I  think  all  these  persons  are  subject 
to  military  duty,  and  they  ought  to  be  allowc^d  to  be  em- 
ployed at  the  discretion  of  the  President,  ft  may  he  that  the 
slaves  of  loyal  persons  arc  the  very  ones  who  would  desire 
employment,  whom  the  President  would  naturally  employ 
in  the  first  instance,  and  I  see  no  impropriety  in  leaving 
them  subject  to  mililary  duty,  as  they  ^re  by  the  Consti- 
lution  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  WILKINSON.     What  page  is  that? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Pa^e  3232.  The  extract 
read  by  the  Senator  is  just  in  the  middle  of  what 
I  said.  The  first  paragraph  is  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
proposing  to  limit  the  power  of  the  President  to 
the  slaves  of  rebels.  1  opposed  that  amendment 
on  the  ground  that  the  slaves  of  loyal  men  ought 
to  be  taken.  The  Senator  takes  the  middle  of 
what  I  said,  although  the  whole  was  but  short, 
and  prints  that  in  his  speech,  leaving  out  the  be- 
ginning and  the  end,  which  would  have  shown 
precisely  my  position;  and  for  that  I  am  arraigned 
iiere  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  my 
abs.oncc,  and  the  impression  sought  to  be  made, 
that,  for  some  offense  or  other,  myself  and  otlier 
honorable  Senators  are  excluded  by  our  heresies 
from  commentingupon  the  conductand  the  official 
actsof  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Why, 
sir,  this  whole  debate,  in  which  it  seems  I  took  a 
more  active  part  than  I  had  any  idea,  of,  shows 
that  throughout  I  advocated  the  employment  of 
all  the  slaves  in  the  country,  the  slaves  of  loyal 
masters  and  of  rebel  masters  all  alike.  I  notice 
that  in  the  course  of  the  debate  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  put  to  me  a  question  as  to  whether  I 
believed  Congress  had  the  power  to  authorize 
the  employment  of  the  slaves  of  loyal  men,  and  I 
answered  distinctly — this  was  some  days  before 
ihc  quotation  of  the  Senator — 

"I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  within  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congress,  in  raising  armies,  to  enroll  whites  and 
blacks,  free  and  slaves.  And  it  is  equally  clear  ihat  Con- 
gress may,  when  military  service  is  required,  deprive  a 
father  of  his  right  to  the  labor  of  his  son,  and  tho  master 
of  the  Berviccg  of  his  elave." 

8ir,  in  the  whole  debate,  extending  over  one 
hundred  pngesof  the  Congressional  Globe,  acon- 
verRational  debate,  to  whjch  that  bill  was  subject- 
ed, I  uniformly  insisted  upon  the  employment  of 
slaves,  but  in  all  cases  insisted  that  when  the 
•laves  of  loyal  men  should  be  taken  for  military 
service  the  Government  was  bound  to  give  them 
reasonable  and  honorable  compensation.  1  held 
the  same  position  then  that  1  hold  now,  and  the 
same  that  I  uttered  the  other  day.  But  suppose 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Minnesota  should 
convict  me  of  inconsistency,  what  then .'  I  never 
saw  a  man  for  whom  I  had  any  respect  whatever 
but  changed  his  mind  many  times  in  his  life.  If 
a  man  is  so  stubborn  and  determined  in  his  opin- 
ion that  he  will  not  yield  to  reason,  it  shows  that 
lie  has  not  the  light  of  reason  to  guide  him. 

But  in  regard  to  tho  etriployment  of  slaves,  such 
has  not  been  my  condition.  From  the  very  be- 
ginning I  have  favored  the  employment  of  these 
alaves;  and  in  the  speech  to  which  I  have  referred 
1  remonstrated  with  the  military  authorities  be- 
cause they  did  not  treat  this  question  right,  and 
insisted  that  they  should  have  employed  slaves 
long  before;  and  yet  the  Senator,  seizing  upon 
the  middle  of  a  little  paragraph  uttered  by  me, 
distorting  it  fi-om  tho  rest,  publishes  it  in  his 
speech  in  my  absence  to  show  to  the  community 
that  I  have  forfeited  my  right  to  criticise  public 
proclamations  by  some  heresy  and  schiem-,  and 
the  honorable  Senators  who  voted  with  me  for 
that  amendment  are  also  placed  in  the  position  of 
timid  men,  who  are  ihrowingconslitutional  blocks 
in  the  way  of  thr<  Cirorernmcat. 
-.i)ir,°w1iat  else  is  this  aceusotioii  based  upon' 
hi. 


It  seems  also  that  the  honorable  Senator  frorii 
Missoui'i  [Mr.  Henderson]  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  mother,  wife, and  children, "and  that 
with  the  same  Senators  I  voted  with  him  on  that 
proposition,  so  as  to  confine  the  operation  of  this 
law  to  the  slaves  of  rebel  masters  so  far  as  the 
question  of  emancipation  was  concerned,  but  to 
allow  the  employment  of  all  slaves  whether  they 
belonged  to  rebel  or  loyal  masters.  In  the  same 
connection  I  stated  that  I  should  be  perfectly  will- 
ing to  einancipate  the  slaves  of  loyal  men  who 
were  actually  mustered  into  the  Army,  and  their 
wives,  their  children,  and  their  mothers,  if  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  compensation  of  those 
loyal  men.  Thatisetated  here  several  times  in  the 
course  of  this  debate.  The  only  point  on  which 
I  differed  from  any  of  my  political  friends  was, 
whether  we  should  strike  down  the  property  inter- 
ests of  these  loyal  men,  some  of  whom  were  act- 
ually serving  in  our  armies,  fighting  for  our  cause, 
without  giving  them  the  compensation  required 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate  agreed  with  me  that  we  should 
not  emancipate  the  slaves  of  loyal  men  unless  we 
j  provided  for  a  constitutional  compensation.  That 
is  precisely  my  position  now. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  was  according  to  the 
bill  passed  the  other  day. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes,  sir,  according  to  the 
very  proposition  made  by  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Wilson.]  The  proposition  made 
by  him  would  coyer  every  position  I  have  taken 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  Will  the  Senator  permit 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  not  allow  myself  to 
be  interrupted.  If  I  do  the  Senator  injustice  he 
may  make  any  explanation  he  desires. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  wish  to  make  a  single 
statement  in  regard  to  the  point  on  which  the  Sen- 
ator has  just  been  speaking,  that  he  was  at  that 
time  in  favor  of  employing  the  slaves  of  loyal 
masters  and  paying  for  them,  if  I  understood  him 
correctly.  Now,  sir,  the  Senator  took  directly 
the  opposite  position,  and  assumed  that  we  could 
not,  from  tlie  condition  of  our  Treasury,  pay  for 
the  slaves  of  loyal  men .  He  opposed  such  a  prop- 
osition when  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Kansas, 
[Mr.  Lane,]  in  connection  with  this  same  ques- 
tion, on  a  different  day.  The  Senatorfrom  Kan- 
sas made  a  proposition  to  pay  for  the  slaves  of 
loyal  masters,  and  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Ohio  opposed  that  proposition,  but  favored  the 
emjTloyment  of  the  slaves  of  loyal  masters  and 
their  return  to  slavery  after  the  war  should  be 
over. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  yielded 
to  the  Senator,  which  is  always  a  courtesy,  to 
make  an  explanation  of  his  own  position,  and  he 
interrogates  me.  I  will  in  due  time  show  that 
his  pre.sent  statement  of  my  position  is  entirely 
unfounded. 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  am  willing  to  defend 
all  my  votes.  I  will  in  a  moment  refer  to  and 
have  marked  the  very  matter  to  which  he  now 
refers;  but  before  coming  to  that,  I  wish  to  call 
attention  to  a  remarkable  statement  made  by  the 
Senator  in  his  speech,  a  statement  that  I  would 
not  utter  in  any  contingency.  Here  is  what  the 
Senator  states: 

''  So  far  as  1  am  concerned  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire 
whether  the  employment  of  slaves  as  soldiers  is  constitu- 
tional or  unconstitutional,  whether  it  be  legal  or  illegal." 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Read  the  whole  sen- 
tence. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     It  continues: 

"The  question  with  mc  is,  and  the  only  question  is,  is 
it  necessary .'  Does  the  great  law  of  necessity,  that  law 
which  the  Senator  from  Maryland  speaksof  as  the  'higher 
law,'  the  law  above  the  Constitution,  require  or  justify  it  f" 

Look  for  a  moment  at  this  proposition.  The 
Senator  tells  us  that  he  will  not  stop  to  inquire 
whether  the  employment  of  slaves  is  constitu- 
tional or  unconstitutional,  legal  or  illegal;  he  will 
decide  the  question  by  the  law  of  necessity.  Mr. 
President,  tlid  not  the  Senator  take  the  oath  of 
office  prescribed  by  the  Constitution?  How  can 
he  say  this  in  the  face  of  that  oath?  Did  ho  not 
swear  before  God  in  the  most  solemn  way  by 
which  we  can  appeal  to  the  Deity  that  he  would 
sujiportand  maintain  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States?  And  yet  he  tells  us  that  he  will  not 
even  stop  to  inquire  whether  the  measure  is  coh-  I 
stjtntional  or  unconstitutional,  lego!  or  illegal' 


Mr.  WILKINSON  rose. 

Mr.  SHERMAN,  i  cannot  yield.  The  Sen- 
ator will  have  plenty  of  time. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  insist  that  he  shall  read 
the  whole  paragraph,  and  n.ot  make  the  statement 
in  the  way  he  does.  t 

Mr.  StiERMAN.  The  Senator  can  read  what 
he  pleases  when  he  comes  to  speak. 

Mr.  W^ILKINSON.     But 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Minnesota  will  not  interrupt  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  in  his  remarks. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Did  the  Senator  read  the 
whole  of  what  I  said,  when  all  that  I  said  was 
included  in  a  few  lines.wliich  are  now  before  me, 
and  when  he  arraigned  me  in  my  absence?  He 
is  present,  and  will  have  an  opportunity  to  reply 
to  me.  He  says  he  will  be  guided  by  the  great 
law  of  necessity.  Why,  sir,  who  is  to  judge  of 
the  necessity?  Our  poliiical  opponents  have  at- 
tributed to  us  such  a  position,  and  I  have  denied 
that  we  have  ever  knowingly  violated  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Slates.  Over  and  over  again 
in  the  campaign  last  fall  we  were  arraigned  as 
being  reckless  men,  who  were  willing  to  disresrard 
our  oaths  and  violate  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  but  I  everywhere  said  that  we  had  not 
violated  the  Constitution;  and  I  defended  our  acts 
as  being  within  the  constitutional  powers  granted 
to  us  in  a  state  of  war;  and  yet  here  a  Senator  who 
arraigns  me  in  my  absence  says  that  he  does  not 
stop  to  inquire  whether  a  measure  is  constitu- 
tional or  unconstitutional,  legal  or  illegal;  and 
this  declaration  of  his  will  be  rung  through  this 
country  in  the  next  presidential  campaign. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  not  true.  I  affirm  here  on 
behalf  of  the  great  Union  party  of  this  country 
that  this  declaration  is  false;  that  we  never  have 
knowingly  violated  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  so  help  me  God,  1  never  will,  and 
no  wild  idea  of  necessity,  no  phantasm  of  the 
brain  will  justify  the  utterance  of  so  atrCcious  a 
sentiment  or  the  practice  of  it.  But  yet  here  it  is; 
and  by  this  same  Senator  I  am  arraigned  because 
I  will  not  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates  seize  upon  the  properly  of  loyal 
men  who  are  fighting  in  our  armies,  deprive  them 
of  their  right  to  the  services  of  certain  persons  in 
thesouthern  States  withoulcompensation,  in  plain 
and  palpable  violation  of  the  Constitution.  Sir, 
as  long  as  this  sentiment  stands  recorded  in  the 
speech  1  do  not  care  for  the  arraignment  of  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  come  to  the  paragraph 
I  have  marked  in  regard  to  the  subject  of  emanci- 
pation and  the  debate  that  occurred  between  the 
Senator  from  Kansas  [Mr.  Lane]  and  myself. 

It  seems  that  the  Senator  from  Kansas  proposed 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which  authorized  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  employ  slaves 
either  in  the  military  or  naval  service,  or  in  throw- 
ing up  breastworks,  or  as  teamsters,  or  as  agents, 
or  as  mule-drivers.  It  required  the  United  Slates 
to  pay  for  the  slaves  soemployed,  their  children, 
wife,  and  mother;  that  is,  if  a  negro,  the  slave  of 
a  loyal  master,  was  employed  only  for  a  single 
hour  to  carry  a  message  for  an  ofiicer,  if  he  was 
employed  for  a  single  day  to  drive  a  mule  team, 
or  if  he  had  run  away  and  was  practically  free, 
under  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Kansas  the  United  States  would  be  required 
to  pay  the  full  value  of  those  slaves,  whether  they 
were  employed  in  the  rnilitary  or  naval  or  civil 
service  of  the  United  States,  whether  their  labor 
was  of  any  value  or  not.  Tluit  was  the  effect  of 
the  amendment.  It  is  here  before  mc;  and  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kansas,  with  a  frankness 
for  which  I  always  give  him  credit,  staled  expli- 
citly in  the  debate  thai  his  purpose  wa.s  to  eman- 
cipate as  many  of  these  slaves  as  he  could.  That, 
no  doubt,  is  his  desire,  to  emancipate  the  whole 
race.  He  pro[)Oscd  therefore  that  if  a  slave  was 
employed  for  any  service,  not  in  the  mililary  ser- 
vice alone,  but  in  any  service  whatever,  the  mere 
employment  should  operate  as  thcj  emancipation 
of  that  slave,  his  mother,  his  wife,  and  his  chil- 
dren; and  thereupon  the  United  Statt'.s  should 
pay  the  full  value  of  all  ihcse  slaves.  When  that 
proposition  was  made  it  seems  I  opposed  it  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  involve  a  very  large  ex- 
pcndiliire  of  money;  that  it  was  idle  and  ridicu- 
lous to  propose  it;  and  I  say  now  that  if  that 
identical  proposiliort  was  matle  here  I  would  op- 
pone  it  now.     By  it  a  shovflfull  of  earth  thrown 
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upon  a  breastwork  by  a  slave,  or  a  messa2;e  car- 
ried for  an  officer  by  a  slave,  or  the  pitching  a 
tent  by  a  slave,  or  even  the  r.coking  of  food  for  a 
soldier,  would  have  been  construed  as  an  em- 
ployment in  tlie  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
have  entailed  an  expense  of  thousands  to  pay  for 
the  slave  and  his  family. 

Where  a  slave  is  employed  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  actually  puts  on  our 
uniform,  and  serves  with  us  in  the  military  ranks 
as  a  soldier,  1  am  willing  to  guaranty  him  his 
freedom,  and  have  always  been  so;  but  where  his 
service  is  a  mere  incidental  matter, notconnected 
with  the  military  service,  so  broad  a  proposition 
as  that  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas  would  have 
been  indefensible  and  unjust.  I  opposed  it  on 
that  ground;  and  here  are  my  remarks  on  that 
subject,  and  in  these  very  remarks  I  go  on  and 
state  distinctly  that  I  did  not  w^ish  to  limit  the 
power  of  the  President  to  employ  slaves  for  any 
purpose  whatever,  that  I  wanted  them  employed 
in  the  military  and  naval  service,  and  that  I  did 
not  wish  to  extend  emancipation  to  cases  where 
the  slaves  had  not  rendered  military  service.  I 
did  not  wish  to  make  the  putting  down  of  the  re- 
bellion a  mere  pretext  to  destroy  slavery,  when 
the  object  of  the  war  is  not  to  destroy  slavery, 
but  to  protect  our  nationality  and  maintain  the 
authority  of  the  Government  against  rebels  in 
arms  against  it.  And,  sir,  the  Senator  from  Min- 
nesota with  discreditable  unfairness  applies  my 
language  against  this  crude  amendment  to  slaves 
who  actually  assume  the  perils  of  war  by  taking 
their  places  in  our  ranks,  when  he  must  have 
known  that  1  have  uniformly  insisted  that  mili- 
tary service  by  a  slave  carried  with  it,  as  an  frj- 
evitable  incident,  emancipation-  for  himself  and 
family  and  compensation  to  a  loyal  master. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  hope  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  will  allow  me  a  word. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  know  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  does  not  intend  to  do  me  injustice, 
although  he  speaks  of  a  proposition  emanating 
from  me  as  absurd  and  ridiculous.  As  be  has  so 
spoken,  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  defense  of  my 
proposition,  which  was  to  place  a  loyal  slave- 
holder in  the  same  situation  that  I  occupy.  When 
the  Government  seizes  my  property,!  have  a 
claim  against  the  Government  for  that  property. 
So.  with  the  loyal  slaveholder.  If  it  be  true  that 
the  slave  is  property,  he  has  the  same  claim  upon 
the  Government  that  1  would  have.  An  appro- 
priation in  advance  to  pay  the  slaveholder  is  not 
required,  in  my  opinion,  any  more  than  an  ap- 
propriation to  pay  for  my  property.  They  seize 
my  property  without  an  appropriation,  and  I 
have  my  claim  upon  the  Government.  I  proposed 
in  that  amendment  to  free  the  mother,  the  wife, 
and  the  children  of  the  soldier  or  the  employe  in 
the  Goverriment  service,  leaving  the  slaveholder 
in  the  same  situation  that  I,  myself,  would  be  in 
if  my  property  was  seized  by  the  military  author- 
ities of  the  country. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  1  certainly  do  not  wish  to 
do  the  Senator  from  Kansas  any  injustice,  because 
he  is  a  frank  man;  and  I  need  not  tell  him  that 
hia  relations  and  mine  are  very  kindly,  and  I 
would  not  do  him  injustice.  I  do  not  think  that 
I  characterized  his  proposition  as  absurd,  but  I 
think  it  is  indefensible.  Here  is  the  argument, 
just  as  it  occurred.  While  the  Senator  wag  speak- 
ing, it  seems  I  put  this  question  lo  him: 

"Mr.  Sherman.  Tlic  Senator  from  Kansas  would 
scarcely  take  the  slave  of  a  loyal  person  without  paying  for 
him." 

Then  came  the  answer: 

"  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas.    I  propose  to  pay." 

My  reply  covered  the  objection: 

"  Mr.  Sherman.  Then  the  question  Is,  is  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  able,  at  this  time,  to  pay  for  all 
the  slaves  wlio  may  be  employed  temporarily,  even  for  an 
hour,  in  the  service  of  the  Government?" 

There  is  the  answer  which  I  gave  to  that  ques- 
tion; and  I  went  on  then  to  discuss  the  matter,  to 
Bhow  that  under  his  proposition  if  a  slave  was 
employed  for  but  an  hour  to  carry  a  message,  or 
to  drive  a  mule  team,  or  to  do  any  act  whatever, 
that  slave  and  his  family  would  be  cmancipate<l 
and  the  Government  would  be  bound  to  pay  the 
money  for  them.  1  showed  how  much  that  would 
cost,  and  I  opposed  it  on  that  ground,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  amendment  was  finally  withdrawn,  or 
■t  any  rate  it  was  not  pressed  to  a  vote  so  far  as 


I  can  see.  So  the  Senator,  1  think,  was  partially 
convinced  by  my  reasoning.  The  debate  went 
on;  but  the  amendment  was  never  pressed  to  a 
vote.  And  yet  what  1  said  in  this  incidentaj  de- 
bate against  paying  for  slaves  not  employed  in 
the  military  service  is  tortured  and  perverted  by 
the  Senator  from  Minnesota  to  show  that  I  was 
not  willing  to  pay  for  slaves  actually  enrolled  and 
employed  as  soldiers.  What  fairness  is  this  to 
a  political  friend  even  if  he  is  classed  among  tJie 
timid  men  who  roll  constitutional  logs  in  th'e  way 
of  our  armies .' 

But,  Mr.  President,  letus  come  back  to  the  vote 
for  which  1  am  arraigned.  When  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate  the  vote  was  taken  upon 
the  amendments  seriatim  by  yeas  and  nays  after 
some  further  debate.  The  vote  upon  the  prin- 
cipal amendment,  which  I  offered,  and  for  which 
1  am  arraigned,  was  yeas  21,  nays  14.  Among 
the  yeas  I  am  happy  to  find  myself  in  very  good 
company.  I  will  read  the  yeas  who  belonged  to 
the  political  organization  of  which  I  am  proud  to 
be -a  member.  They  were:  Messrs.  Anthony, 
Browning, Cowan,  Dooliitle,  Fes.senden,  Foster, 
Harris,  Henderson,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Ten  Eyck,  and  Willey.  It 
seems  to  me  tha»t  for  voting  with  these  Senators 
upon  a  proposition  .that  was  carried  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  Senate,  it  is  rather  too  hard  for 
that  Senator  to  arraign  me  in  my  absence  as  be- 
ing a  timid  man  who  wanted  to  put  blocks  in  the 
way  of  the  Government,  and  a  man  who  may 
properly  be  classed  with  the  New  York  Herald, 
to  be  "whistled  down  the  wind."  The  Senator 
has  not  the  caliber  to  do  it,  sir. 

I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
pursue  this  matter  any  further.  There  are  fur- 
ther extracts  from  this  speech  which  I  might  pre- 
sent, but  I  will  not  follow  it  further.  In  the  ar- 
raignment which  it  makes,  the  votes  to  which  I 
have  called  attention  are  the  only  votes  that  are 
brought  up  and  the  only  charges  made  against 
me.  It  will  be  remembered  that  a  year  or  two 
ago  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  was  not  so  warm 
in  his  admiration  of  the  President  as  he  is  now. 
If  I  would  follow  his  bad  example  I  might  quote 
his  language  about  the  President  that  is  neither 
polite  nor  agreeable.  But  he  is  a  radical.  And 
yet,  when  I  am  away, he  says  that  my  radicalism 
now,  evinced  by  my  recent  speech,  is  probably  in 
consequence  of  the  approaching  presidential  elec- 
tion. He  says  that  I  am  becoming  more  radical 
as  the  presidential  election  opproaches,  imputing 
to  me  a  motive  that  he  must  have  known  to  be 
false.  Whenever  I  find  a  man  imputing  improper 
motives,  I  always  watch  him,  lest  the  same  impu- 
tation might  be  cast  upon  hi^n.  You  seldom  find 
Senators  or  citizens  seekingdishonorable  motives 
in  other.s  unless  they  are  guided  by  such  motives 
in  their  search. 

Sir,  I  am  independent  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  I  have  supported  his  administra- 
tion wherever  I  thought  it  was  right,  and  in  the 
main  throughout.  1  did  not  say  in  the  speech 
which  I  made  here  the  other  day  a  single  unkind 
word  of  him.  I  did  notsay  anything  but  what  the 
Senator  himself  was  compelled  doubtingly  toin- 
dorse.  lam  willing  to  render  him  a  fair  and  manly 
support.  I  yield  to  his  high  office  the  respect 
due  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great  nation;  but 
I  claim  for  myself  the  quality  of  independence, 
and  in  the  office  I  hold  from  the  people  of  Ohio 
to  be  equal  to  any  other  Senator  on  this  floor,  and 
as  such  die  right  to  criticise  the  public  acts  of 
Presidenror  constable. 

What  a  spectacle  was  presented  here  when  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota  attempted  to  divide  the 
great  Union  party  into  two  equal  divisions  !  On 
the  very  amendment  he  talks  about,  as  many 
Union  Senators  voted  with  me  as  voted  with  him. 
Why  then  draw  a  line  of  demarkation  right  in 
the  midst  of  this  great  triumphant  party,  and  say 
that  on  the  one  side  are  true  and  loyal  men,  and 
on  the  other  timid  men  who  throw  constitutional 
clogs  in  the  way  of  our  armies.' 

1  ask  the  Senator  if  his  position  in  the  country 
is  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  make  this  broad  dis- 
tinction? No,  Mr.  President;  we  must  sland 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  we  must  stand  side  by  side, 
in  this  contest.  We  have  a  duty  to  perform.  We 
must  render  ours  here  in  the  Senate  with  manly 
independence.  The  President  has  a  still  higher 
duty.  Let  him  perform  his,  and  he  shall  have  my 
hearty  and  cheerful  support.     Let  the  Army  per-  I 


form  their  duty.  Let  us  cast  no  firebrands;  letus 
have  no  quarrels,no  contentions.  Let  us  reason 
with  each  other  like  men,  as  independentcitizens. 
Anything  like  division  or  distraction  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Union  party  would  be  fatal  to  our  cause. 
Our  adversaries  are  watchful  and  ever  eager  to 
seize  upon  these  declarations.  They  will  seize 
upon  that  atrocious  sentiment  uttered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Minnesota,  and  they  will  herald  it  all 
over  this  country  and  make  honest,  confiding  peo- 
ple believe  that  such  Is  the  sentiment  which  dic- 
tates the  policy  of  the  Union  party.  I  disclaim 
it;  ^denounce  it;  and  I  say  no  such  sentimentwas 
ever  acted  upon  by  that  party. 

But  the  gentleman  speaks  for  the  President,  or 
rather  seems  to  speak  for  him,  because  I  know  he 
does  not.  On  each  and  every  one  of  the  very  votes 
for  which  he  has  arraigned  me,  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  if  he  had  been  silting  in  this 
body,  would  have  voted  with  me.  Who  doubti 
it?  who  denies  it.'  who  controverts  it.'  Upon  the 
very  propositions  on  which  I  am  arraigned,  the 
President,  if  he  were  here,  would  have  voted  with 
me.  No  one  questions  it.  And  yet,  sir,  we  are 
to  be  arraigned  before  the  country  substantially 
as  having  been  false  to  our  duty,  as  being  timid 
counselors  in  a  time  of  war,  as  throwing  the  Con- 
stitution as  an  impediment  in  the  way  of  our  Army, 
doing  what  we  can  to  prevent  the  success  of  the 
cause.  Sir,  such  apolicyasthat  is  will  never  suc- 
ceed. 

1  have,  already  said  more  than  I  intended  to  say 
when  I  rose,  but  I  could  not  allow  this  remark- 
able speech  made  in  my  absence  to  pass  unno- 
ticed, and  I  have  taken  the  earliest  and  first  op- 
portunity to  reply  to  it  thus  briefly. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Mfr.  President,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  seems  to  think  that  in  my  speech 
last  week  I  arraigned  every  gentleman  who  voted 
with  him  on  the  propositions  to  which  I  then  re- 
ferred. I  did  not  intend  to  arraign  those  honor- 
able gentlemen,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Ohio  is  the  only  one  of  all 
those  Senators  who  voted  with  him  on  those  oc- 
casions that  has  risen  in  the  Senate  and  assailed 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  con- 
servatism and  his  backwardness  on  the  question 
of  emancipation.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Ohio  took  occasion  to  say  that  owing  to  the  "  con- 
servatism" of  the  President,  and  owing  to  his 
"  backwardness"  in  arming  the  negroes  and  giv- 
ing them  their  freedom,  the  State  of  Ohio  a  year 
ago  last  fall  was  lost  to  the  Republican  party  and 
given  over  to  the  Democracy.  Let  me  read  his 
exact  words  on  that  point,  for  I  prefer  to  hold  the 
honorable  Senator  to  the  record  rather  than  to  fol- 
low him  in  his  vague  and  general  denunciations. 
The  honorable  member  seems  to  regard  it  as  very 
unkind  in  me  to  refer  to  his  past  record,  but  had 
felt  no  back^wardness  in  attacking  the  President 
for  his  past  official  acts.     He  said: 

"  So  far  was  this  conservatism  carried — for  I  will  call  It 
by  tlie  name  its  friends  choose  for  it — that  the  political 
party  t»  wliich  the  Presidentbelongs  lost  every  election  last 
full.  Ohio  is  now  represented  in  tlie  other  House  of  Con- 
gress by  thirteen  gentlemen  who  certainly  do  not  represent 
the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  her. people,  and  who  owe 
their  seats  entirely  to  the  discouragement  caused  by  the 
mode  in  which  the  war  was  conducted.  The  whole  of  thfs 
slate  of  feeling  grew  out  of  the  backwardness  of  the  Pres- 
ident in  meeting  this  question  of  emancipation  and  ttia 
employment  of  negroes  in  this  war." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  of  all  the  conservative  Re- 
publican Senators,  of  all  those  who  voted  and 
acted  with  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  he  is  the  only 
one  who  has  risen  here  to  arraign  the  President 
for  his  "  conservatism,"  -end  that  is  the  reason 
why  I  singled  out  that  Senator  as  justly  entitled 
to  criticism  for  the  course  which  he  had  pursued. 
As  I  said  before,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  not  been  as  far  in  the  advance  as  I  think  he 
ought  to  have  been;  but  I  said  then,  and  I  now 
repeat,  that  it  does  not  lie  in  the  mouth  of  the  Sena- 
tor froiTi  Ohio  to  utter  a  rebuke  against  the  Pres- 
identforhis  "conservatism"  and  his  "backward- 
ness" on  the  questions  of  emancipation  and  thu 
employment  of  slaves  in  our  Army. 

The  Senator  rebukes  me  for  having  used  certain 
language  in  my  speech  the  other  day,  and  I  must 
say  that  he  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  garble  my 
speech,  for  he  refused  to  read  the  whole  of  that 
part  of  it  to  which  he  objected,  and  read  only 
enough  to  form  a  basis  for  a  severe  rebuke  to  me 
forcxpro.ssing  a  willingness  to  violate  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  if  necessary  to  save  the 
country.  I  willrcad  the  whole  paragraph  to  which 


1318 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  28, 


he  referred,  to  :ilio\v  precisely  what  I  did  say  on 
that  question: 

"Sd  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire 
wliellicr  the  employmiMit  of  slaves  as  soldiers  is  constitu- 
tional or  unconstitutional,  whether  it  be  lesal  or  illegal. 
The  question  with  me  is,  and  the  only  question  is,  is  it  ne- 
cessary ?  Does  the  ereai  law  of  necessity,  thai  law  which 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  speaks  of  as  the  '  higher  law,' 
the  law  above  the  Constitution,  require  or  justify  it?  And 
need  any  one  doubt  on  this  question  ?" 

I  have  n  little  higher  authority  on  this  question 
than  that  of  the  Senator  frpm  Ohio,  even.  Some 
years  ago  a  debate  arose  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  question  of  returning  to  General 
Jaclison  the  fine  that  was  imposed  upon  him  by 
a  judge  in  the  city  of-  New  Orleans,  and  a  very 
able  statesman  of  this  country,  Hon.  Stephen  A. 
Douglas,  in  a  speech  which  he  made  on  that  oc- 
casion, used  this  language: 

"  But,  Kir,  for  the  purposes  of  General  Jackson's  justifi- 
cation. I  care  not  whether  his  proceedings  were  legal  or 
illegal^  constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  with  or  witliout 
precedent,  if  then  "'fe  necessary  to  the  salvation  of  that 
city.  Ami  I  care"  as  little  whether  he  observed  all  the  rules 
and  forms  and  technicalities  which  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  consider  the  perfi'ction  of  reason  and  the  essence  of 
wisdom.  'I'here  was  but  one  form  necessary  on  that  oc- 
casion, and  that  was,  to  point  cannon  and  destroy  the 
enemy." 

Sir,  if  it  is  necessary  to  employ  the  negroes  to 
put  down  tiiis  rebellion,  I  reiterate  what  I  said 
before,  that  I  care  not  whether  it  be  constitutional 
or  unconstitutional,  legal  or  illegal,  with  prece- 
dent or  without  precedent,  whether  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  favors  it  or  not  I  am  for  employing 
all  the  resources  of  this  vast  nation  to  crush  this 
rebellion, and  the  Senator  fiom  Ohio  shall  not  by 
any  constitutional  sophistry  prevent  me  from  mov- 
ing onward  directly  to  the  consummation  of  this 
purpose.  I  think  1  have  just  given  him  pretty 
good  authority  for  the  position  I  assumed  on  that 
question. 

The  authority  from  which  I  have  read  is  a  speech 
made  by  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  January,  1844,  to  be  found 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe  for 
the  first  session  of  the  Twenty-Eighth  Congress, 
puge  45. 

Now,  sir,  let  me  ask  the  honorable  Senator 
whether,  if  it  was  necessary  to  save  the  country, 
he  would  not  employ  all  the  able-bodied  negi'oes 
in  the  country  whether  it  was  constitutional  or 
not? 

The  Senator  objects  to  the  statement  which  1 
inade  that  he  heretofore  seemed  to  regard  slaves 
as  property.  Upon  the  question  of  the  employ- 
ment of  slaves  and  paying  for  them,  the  Senator 
opposed  the  proposition;  but  he  did,  as  I  showed 
in  my  speech  tlie  olherday,  advocate  directly  and 
distinctly  the  doctrine  of  employing  slaves,  al- 
lowing them  to  fight  in  our  armies,  and  then  re- 
turning them  back  to  slavery  again  after  the  war 
should  be  over.  He  contended  that,  that  did  the 
master  no  harm,  because  you  would  pay  him  the 
wages  which  the  slave  fought  for  and  earned,  and 
then  you  gave  him  his  slave  back  again  after  the 
war  was  over.  The  Senator  may  talk  as  mach  as 
he  pleases  about  garbled  ex  tracts;  but  I  assert  here 
that  that  was  the  position  he  assumed.  It  was 
clearly  laid  down  in  his  speech.  There  is  no 
doubt  or  equivocation  about  it.  It  was  not  in  a 
single  speech  that  he  assumed  this  position;  but 
he  adhered  to  this  doctrine  on  different  occasions 
and  at  different  times.  But  having  uttered  that 
theory  eighteen  months  ago,  he  now  comes  into 
the  Senate  and  aiiaigns  the  President  for  being 
the  cause  of  our  losing  the  election  in  Ohio  a  year 
ago  last  fall.  I  stated  in  my  speech,  and  I  reiterate 
here  to-day,  that  if  my  colleagues  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  uttered  that  doctrine  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  on  this  floor  they  could  not 
have  carried  ten  counties  in  the  State  of  Minne- 
sota. 

The  objection  that  1  have  to  the  course  of  the 
honorable  Senator  is  not  that  he  has  changed  his 
position  and  become  more  radical,  but  that  he 
assumes  to  arraign  the  President  for  his  "  con- 
servatism,"  and  charges  on  him  the  loss  of  our 
elections  a  year  ago.  1  do  not  blame  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  wlioagrefd  with  the  Senator  then, 
because  1  know  that  wise  men  are  liable  to  change 
their  views,  and  all  men  must  change  their  senti- 
ments in  sucji  a  revolution  as  this;  but  when  they 
come  up  aycar  and  a  half  afterwards  and,  closing 
theireyesto  their  own  acts,  reprove  the  President 
because  he  is  not  up  to  their  present  standard,  it 
18  legitimate  and  proper  to  let  the  country  know 


what  has  been  the  record  of  those  gentlemen  who 
now  assume  to  arraign  the  President. 

The  plain  matter  of  fact  is  that  there  is  a  polit- 
ical organization  in  our  own  party  which  is  de- 
termined that  Mr.  Lincoln  shall  not  be  the  next 
President.  There  has  been  a  committee  organ- 
ized for  the  purpose  of  elevating  to  the  Presidency 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  the 
gentleman's  own  State;  and  it  looked  very  much 
tt^me,  when  he  came  in  here  with  his  speech,  as 
though  he  was  a  party  to  this  arrangement,  and 
as  though  he  wished  to  bring  about  the  same  re- 
sult; and  hence,  knowing  the  advancement  of  the 
country  in  radicalism,  knowing  how  far  the  peo- 
ple had  advanced  on  this  question  of  employing 
slaves,  the  honorable  gentleman,  as  it  seemed  to 
me,  thought  he  would  join  with  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kansas  who  sits  upon  his  left  [Mr. 
Pomerot]  in  this  crusade  against  the  President, 
and  tear  him  down  if  possible,  in  order  that  an- 
other might  be  elevated  to  his  place.  If  the  record 
of  the  gentleman  rises  up  in  judgment  against  him, 
so  much  the  worse  for  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Ohio.  He  should  have  had  a  lit'tle  charity  for  the 
President;  for  when  this  war  commenced  neither 
the  President  nor  any  of  us  were  expected  to  go 
as  far  as  we  do  now.  Nobody  .expected  this  re- 
sult when  the  war  commenced;  and  it  is  not  for 
me  nor  for  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  to 
rebuke  the  Presidentfor  his  course;  and  when  he 
essays  to  do  it,  I  submit  to  the  Senator  that  it  is 
legitimate  that  any  one  should  search  his  record 
and  see  whether  he  stands  up  a  head  and  shoul- 
ders above  any  inan  in  Israel  in  this  great  work 
of  emancipation  and  of  employing  slaves  in  our 
Army.  Sir,  the  truth  is  that  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator has  been  far,  very  far,  behind  the  President 
ever  since  this  war  commenced.  I  remember  to 
have  heard  the  President  say  in  private  conver- 
sation— I  presume  it  was  a  year  and  a  half  ago — 
that  if  any  man  bore  a  musket  upon  his  shoulders 
and  fought  in  the  armies  of  the  Union  to  restore 
the  Constitution  and  to  restore  our  Government, 
so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  that  man  should  never 
be  returned  to  slavery  again.  Did  the'honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio  assume  that  position.'  No, 
sir;  he  assumed  directly  an  opposite  position, 
and  when  the  proposition  was  made  to  pay  for 
the  slaves  of  loyal  masters,  he  said: 

"  I  believe  if  we  are  at  all  crippled  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  war  it  will  be  because  of  the  failure  of  our  finances. 
We  are  already  embarrassed  by  a  depreciated  currency. 
Our  bonds  are  already  sold  under  par.  We  have  been  wast- 
ing— 1  cannot  but  say  it — the  treasure  of  this  coimtry  with 
a  lavish  hand.  We  have  deliberately  refused  any  measure 
of  reform  except  that  which  relates  to  the  Army  ;  we  liave 
refused  to  look,  upon  the  difficulty  by  which  we  are  sur- 
rounded ;  and  I  warn  Senators  that  this  is  no  time  for  us 
to  undertake  a  new  responsibility  which  may  not  be  cov- 
ered even  by  $1,000,000,008.  If  the  war  is  to  be  prose- 
cuted to  its  ultimate  termination,  and  one  million  of  these 
slaves  are  hejd  by  loyal  masters,  you  may  involve  this 
country  in  an  expenditure  equal  to  the  value  of  one  mil- 
lion slaves,  wliicli.  superadded  to  all  the  other  difficulties  by 
which  we  are  now  surrounded,  will  certainly  swamp  us  ; 
and  when  you  have  passed  this  provision  once,  ingrafted 
it  in  your  law,  you  have  made  it  a  contract  between  the 
Government  and  the  master  and  the  Goverjimont  and  the 
slave  ;  and  then  this  Government  is  bound  by  honor  to 
emancipate  the  slave  and  to  pay  the  loyal  master." — C'on- 
^7-cssional  Globe,  Thirty- Seventh  Congress,  second  session, 
page  3338. 

How  can  the  honorable  Senator  after  this  rise 
up  and  say  that  he  was  in  favor  of  employing  the 
slaves  of  loyal  masters  at  that  time  and  paying 
for  them  .'  No,  sir,  it  was  not  his  position.  His 
position  was  to  employ  them  and  return  them  to 
slavery  again  after  the  war  should  be  over — a  po- 
sition which  he  now  declares,  in  his  Speech  of 
the  other  day,  to  be  atrocious.  I  will  read  what 
he  said  on  that  point  in  his  last  speech: 

"I  say  from  the  beginning  we  should  have  armed  the 
slaves;  but  before  doliig  so,  in  my  judgment,  we  ought  to 
secure  them  by  law,  by  a  great  guarantee,  in  which  you 
and  f  and  all  branches  of  llie  Government  would  unite  in 
pledging  the  faith  of  the  United  States  that  forever  there- 
after they  should  hold  their  freedom  against  their  old  mas- 
ters." 

What  did  he  say  two  years  ago.'  I  know  that 
he  says  the  extract  which  I  am  now  about  to 
read  is  garbled,  but  it  is  an  extract  taken  word 
for  worti  from  the  recorded  debates  of  this  Sen- 
ale,  and  there  is  no  doubt  about  its  meaning. 
Two  years  ago  he  said: 

"  If  my  amendment  to  the  second  seclion  be  adopted, 
this  measure  will  not  affect  the  loyal  master,  because  he 
will  receive  the  compensation  allowed  by  law  for  the  ser- 
vice; of  his  slaves,  ami  the  Klave  will  be  his  at  tile  tcrmina- 
lion  of  that  service." — Congressional  Oloba,  Thirty  Seventh 
I  Congrrsi,  teconi  issiion,  pB^fl  3337. 


What  can  be  clearer  than  that?  Can  there  be 
any  mistake  about  this  language?  Why,  sir,  a 
child  can  understand  it.  1  know  it  is  an  unpleas- 
ant record  for  one  who  claims  to  be  a  radical,  but 
I  cannot  help  it.  It  is  the  honorable  Senator's 
own  record,  and  he  must  stand  by  or  renounce  it. 

I  ask  the  honorable  Senator  if  he  did  not  as- 
sume both  these  positions  on  this  floor?  My  ob- 
jection to  the  course  he  has  pursued,  as  1  said 
before,  is  not  that  he  has  changed  his  views,  but 
that  he  has  the  effrontery  to  stand  up  here  and 
chide  the  President  and  rebuke  him  for  his  "  con-, 
servatism,"  and  charge  upon  him  the  loss  of  the 
election  in  the  State  of  Ohio  a  year  ago  last  fall. 

I  have  it  in  my  recollection  pretty  clearly  that 
it  was  not  long  ago  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
turned  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  who 
sits  furthest  from  me  [Mr.  Sumner] — I  have  not 
now  the  record  before  me,  but  if  iny  recollection 
serves  me  he  pointed  to  that  honorable  Senator — 
and  charged  that  he  stood  alone  on  this  floor  in 
the  advocacy  of  his  peculiar  views  of  emancipa- 
tion and  employment  of  negroes  in  our  armies. 

Now,  the  Senator  seems  to  take  offense  and 
seems  very  much  troubled  because  the  New  York 
Herald  has  come  out  for  emancipation.  I  rejoice 
at  it.  I  am  willing  that  the  New  York  Herald 
should  act  with  me,  and  I  do  not  feel  any  tender- 
footedness  like  the  honorable  Senator  from  Oliio 
because  the  New  York  Herald  does  come  out  for 
emancipation.  I  am  glad  of  it.  I  wish  all  the 
copperhead  papers  in  the  country  would  come  out 
for  emancipation,  and  that  they  would  join  with 
every  hater  of  slavery  in  the  suppression  of  this 
accursed  institution.  I  wish  to  see  slavery  de- 
stroyed, and  I  am  not  very  particular  as  to  the 
agents  employed  to  bring  about  this  result.  lam 
inclined  to  think  that  before  this  war  sliall  have 
ended  scores  of  men  who  have  heretofore  been 
fighting  against  abolitionism  will  be  found  in  the 
ranks  laboring  earnestly  for  the  destruction  of 
slavery;  and  I  shall  rejoice  at  it. 

Mr.  President,  the  Senator  complains  that  I 
made  my  speech  in  his  absence.  1  will  say  that 
I  had  intended  to  make  it  long  before  I  did,  but  I 
waited  for  a  long  tirne  before  making  it.  He  had 
gone  to  his  home  in  Ohio,  and  remained  some 
time,  and  I  refrained  froin  speaking  until  the  bill 
came  up  which  afforded  the  only  proper  and  le- 
gitimate occasion  for  me  to  make  that  speech. 
The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Cotnmittee  on 
Military  Affairs  almost  insisted  that  I  shixild 
speak,  if  I  had  anything  to  say  upon  the  propo- 
sition, at  the  time  when  I  did,  because  the  bill 
was  being  crowded  to  a  vote  and  he  wished  to 
bring  up  other  business.  I  had  no  desire  to  make 
any  remarks  in  the  absence  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  and  I  will  say  now  that  there  was  no  un- 
kind word  in  my  speech  toward  him;  1  simply 
read  the  record.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  admit  that 
there  was  an  unkind  word,  because  the  record  of 
the  honorable  Senator  himself  on  this  proposi- 
tion is  the  most  unkind  thing  thatcould  be  uttered 
on  this  floor  against  him.  His  record  is  against 
him;  his  utterances  in  this  Chatnbcr  are  against 
him  if  he  assuiiies  the  position  which  he  assuined 
the  other  day  in  his  speech.  I  am  gind,  how- 
ever, that  he  has  now  assumed  a  proper  position; 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  country  is  coining  up  to 
the  great  question  of  liberty,  risingabove  all  those 
constitutional  objections  and  quibbles  tliat  have 
heretofore  been  laid  in  the  way,  and  thateven  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  himself  is  coming 
up  to  look  this  great  question  of  slavery  or  free- 
dom directly  in  the  face.  In  my  humble  judg- 
ment the  course  of  that  honorable  Senator  and 
those  who  have  acted  with  him  has  kept  the  Pres- 
ident back  from  assuming  the  high  position  on 
this  question  of  slavery  which  he  ought  to  have 
assumed,  and,  instead  of  the  honorable  Senator 
charging  his  backwardness  upon  the  President, 
he  should  have  had  the  manliness  to  say,  "  I  am 
in  part  to  blame  for  the  backwardness  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  in  working  out  the  great  problems  of 
emancipation  and  the  employtnent  of  slaves  in  the 
armies." 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  President,  the  Senator 
from  Minnesota  talks  about  manliness.  I  will 
leave  to  my  fellow  Senators  to  settle  that  question 
of  our  manliness  between  us.  He  talks  about  "  ef- 
frontery, "using  the  language  of  the  markot-houac, 
not  of  the  council-chamber.  Effrontery  for  what? 
Because  1  expressed  my  opinions  boldly  and  fenr- 
l«ssly,  without  regard  to  him. 
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Now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  but  a  few  words 
to  sny  in  reply  to  tlie  Synator  from  Minnesota. 
He  says  tiiat  I  arraigned  tlie  President,  in  my 
speech  the  other  day,  for  tlie  very  offense  of  which 
I  was  guilty  two  years  since.  l\y  the  very  debate 
of  two  years  ago,  which  is  now  before  me,  and 
from  which  he  has  taken  the  garbled  extract,  I 
arraigned  thepolicy  of  conducting  our  armies  then 
in  severer  language  than  J  did  in  my  recent  speech. 
It  was  when  the  "confiscation  law  was  threatened 
■with  defeat  by  a  veto,  when  our  armies  were  used 
to  return  slaves  to  rebel  master^.  I  find  in  the 
debate  now  lying  before  me  the  very  same  con- 
demnation of  "  conservatism"  that  1  made  in  my 
recentspeech.  ButtheSenatorsays  I  havechanged 
my  mind  in  regard  to  emancipating  slaves  for 
military  service.  Why, sir,  I  said  on  that  point, 
in  the  very  debate  from  which  he  read,  what  1 
will  now  read,  and  I  would  test  my  position  even 
by  the  advanced  opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Sumner.] 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  The  Senator  is  mistaken; 
I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  does  not  know 
what  he  says  when  he  gets  excited.  This  is  what 
I  said  on  that  point: 

"  How  far  emancipation  should  be  extended  to  those 
slaves  who  render  faithful  service  to  tlie  country  is  a  more 
difficult  question — but  upon  a  few  propositions  we  cer- 
tainly can  agree.  Who  would  surrender  to  his  rebel  mas- 
ter the  heroic  slave  pilot  who,  by  his  courage  and  sagacity, 
added  a  vessel  to  our  Navy.?  Who  would  surrender  to  a 
rebel  master  the  slave  who,  amid  heat  and  storm  and  bat- 
tle, fed  and  cared  for  and  waited  on  our  officers  and  sol- 
diers.'  Who  would  give  up  to  perpetual  slavery  the  very 
many  negroes  who,  during  the  war,  have  risked  their  lives 
to  convey  us  important  intelligence.'  Sir,  whatever  vaga- 
ries and  prejudices  may  cling  to  us,  I  trust  no  one  among 
us  would  consent  to  reward  the  serv'ces  of  loyal  slaves  by 
perpetual  and  hopeless  bondage  to  relK'  masters.  Such  a 
policy  would  he  far  more  infamous  than  the  rebellion  itself. 
Without  further  defining  my  views  upon  this  subject  at  this 
time,  t  am  willingto  affirm  forinysclf  that  never  will  I  con- 
sent to  surrender  a  slave  who  has  rendered  any  service, 
however  menial,  to  our  Army  to  thccustody  of  arebel  mas- 
ter; nor  will  I  deprive  a  loyal  master  of  his  Interest  in  the 
services  of  his  slave  without  full  compensation." — Con- 
gressional Globe,  Thirly-Seoenlh  Congress,  second  session, 
page  3199. 

And  I  now  affirm  that  the  only  difference  be- 
tween the  Senator  from  Minnesota  and  myself  in 
this  whole  matter  is  this:  that  he  would  rob  the 
loyal  master  of  what  by  the  local  law  is  property 
without  compensation,  in  violation  of  an  express 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  wiiile  I  would  not. 
That  is  just  the  difference  betw-een  us,  the  length 
and  the  breadth  of  it,  and  the  whole  debate  shows 
it.  The  debate  between  the  Senator  from  Kansas 
and  myself  shows  that  I  would  have  extended 
emancipation  to  allthose  slaves  actually  employed 
in  the  military  service  in  our  Army,  but  because  a 
negro  in  Kentucky  was  employed  to  carry  a  mes- 
sage or  was  hired  to  drive  a  team,  I  would  not 
extend  the  provision  for  compensation  to  his 
case.  In  that  debate  I  said  that  whenever  a  ne- 
gro, whether  slave  or  free,  wore  the  uniform  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  and  served  in  our 
ranks,  I  never  would  surrender  him  to  either  a 
loyal  or  rebel  master,  but  that  I  would  not  ex- 
tend emancipation  further  than  the  laws  of  war 
justified,  and  I  would  not  rob  a  loyal  man  of  what 
by  his  local  law  is  property  without  giving  him 
just  compensation;  nor  would  I  in  these  times  of 
trouble,  wheti  we  want  all  the  money  that  we  can 
husband  and  gather,  extend  this  emancipation  to 
every  slave  simply  because  he  was  employed  in 
casual  service  not  necessarily  connected  with  the 
Army,  and  only  for  the  time  being,  and  agree  to 
give  for  him  compensation  out  of  theTreasury  of 
the  United  States. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  answered  these 
two  points.  I  have  shown  that"!  have  said  moi'e 
against  the  policy  then  going  on,  by  wliich  our 
Army  was  conducted,  two  years  ago,  than  I  said 
in  my  recentspeech.  I  have  shown  you  that  my 
position  then  was  precisely  the  same  as  it  is  now. 
And  yet  the  Senator,  in  my  absence,  in  a  care- 
fully conned  and  prepared  speech,  arraigns  me 
here,  talks  about"  manlines.s"  and  "effrontery," 
talks  about  rolling  constitutional  blocks  in  the 
way  of  our  Army,  talks  of  timid  men  who  want 
to  defeat  our  armies.  Why,  sir,  he  mouths  about 
patriotism,  what  he  has  done  and  will  do  for  his 
country,  what  sacrifices  he  will  muke.  Sir,  what 
has  hi"  done?  What  sacrifices  has  he  made?  He 
would  jump  into  the  grave  of  Ophelia,  and  rant 
about  what  he  would  do  to  save  this  great  coun- 
try of  ours.     There  is  notliing  within  the  limits 


prescribed  by  law  that  he  would  do  that  I  would 
not  do.  And  if  his  sacrifices  over  mine,  if  his 
services  beyond  mine,  if  his  willingness. to  devote 
wealth,  treasui'e,  and  blood  to  the  cause  of  his 
country  give  him  a  higher  rank  in  the  roll  of  the 
loyal  men  of  this  country,  let  him  take  it,  and  I 
v/ill  give  him  the  praise  due  to  his  position.  I 
leave  that  point,  however,  to  those  who  •ave 
seen  our  mutual  efforts  to  advance  the  cause  of 
our  country;  not  to  him. 

I  say  again,  in  conclusion,  this  attack,  made  in 
my  absence,  not  simply  upon  me  but  upon  all  the 
Senators  who  agreed  with  me  on  these  questions 
of.  constitutional  law,  was  unjustifiable  and  un- 
patriotic, tending  to  divide  and  distract  those  who 
must  stand  together  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  it 
ought  to  be  and  I  believe  has  been  rebuked. 

Mr.  WILKINSON..  The  Senator  insists  that 
he  holds  the  same  view  ho  did  before 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me  before  he  proceeds,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  fur- 
ther. The  Senator  referred  to  the  Senator  from 
Kansas,  [Mr.  Pomeroy.]  He  is  here  to  speak 
for  himself.  The  Senator  from  Kansas  is  one  of 
those  radical  men  who  voted  with  him.  He  is 
not  one  of  those  "  timid  men"  who  put  consti- 
tutional blocks  in  the  way.  The  Senator  from 
Minnesota  says,  or  seems  to  intimate  by  insinu- 
ation, that  I  am  a  member  of  the  connmittee  of 
which  the  Senator  from  Kansas  is  chairman. 
Why  did  he  not  have  the  manliness,  since  he  talks 
about  "  manliness,"  to  go  and  ask  the  Senator  or 
me  was  that  true  or  not? 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  said  no  such  thing, 
made  no  such  intimation. . 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  did  say  that 
he  believed  1  was  connected  with  the  committee, 
or  something  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  did  not  say  any  such 
thing. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  simply  wanted  to  make 
this  statement  in  correction.  If  the  Senator  wanted 
any  information  on  that  subject  he  could  have 
got  it  either  from  the  Senator  from  Kansas  or  me, 
by  an  emphatic  denial. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  did  not  say  any  such 
thing.  I  said  that  it  was  well  understood  here  and 
throughout  the  country  that  thqjp  was  a  commit- 
tee organized,  of  which  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kan'sas  [Mr.  Pomerot]  was  chairman,  the 
purpose  of  which  was  to  defeat  Mr.  Lincoln  for 
the  nomination  for  the  nexlPresidency.  I  did  not 
know  of  whom  the  committee  is  composed  except 
the  chairman,  whcf,  I  believe,  avows  it  boldly; 
and  proli.ibly  his  reason  is  because  Mr.  Lincoln 
is  not  radical  enough  to  suit  him.  I  said  that  it 
seemed  to  me  as  if  the  speech  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  was  made  in  the  interest  of  those  who  are 
seeking  to  destroy  Mr.  Lincoln.  That  was  my 
statement. 

I  understand  the  honorable  Senator  to  ^ay  that 
he  holds  the  same  views  now  that  he  did  before. 
Let  me  read  an  extract  from  aspeech  of  hisrnade 
two  years  ago.  The  extract  is  nearly  one  third 
of  all  he  said  at  the  time;  but  it  is  perfect  of  itself, 
and  I  hope  he  will  not  say  that  it  is  garbled.  If 
he  shall  say  so,  he  can  read  the  whole  of  it  to 
.<!how  whether  he  holds  now  the  same  views  he 
did  then.  I  must  repeat  what  I  said  before,  that 
the  Senator  has  no  right  to  accuse  Mr.  Lincoln  or 
anybody  else  of  not  being  radical  on  this  tjues- 
tion.  1  read  the  forepart  of  this  same  extract 
when  I  was  up  before;  now  I  will  read  further; 
this  is  on  page  3338  of  the  Globe  for  the  second 
session  of  the  Thirty-Seventh  Congress: 

"Mr.  President,  before  we  embark  in  this  movement, 
we  ought  to  pause  a  little.  We  do  no  injustice  if  we  em- 
ploy the  slave  of  a  loyal  master;  he  is  no  more  a  slave  than 
lie  was  before  ;  he  is  made  no  worse ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
receives  Iho  incidental  benefit  which  must  arise  from  the 
eniancipalion  of  the  great  body  of  his  race,  and  it  will, 
probably  at  no  verydistant  period,  lead  tohisi'mancipation 
and  the  emancipation  of  the  whole  African  race.  He  re- 
ceives the  incidental  benefit  of  that  cnipfoyment  in  ren- 
dering loyal  service  to  tlie.cbuntry.    He  is  not  injured  atall. 

"  When  he  renders  service,  he  is  none  the  less  a  slave. 
If  there  are  runaway  slaves  in  Kansas,  and  I  take  it  that 
must  be  the  case,  if  they  are  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
Government,  and  they  are  discharged  after  that  service  is 
rendered,  they  are  no  worse  off  than  they  were  before  ;  and 
it  docs  not  follow  that  because  we  now  need  the  service 
ol  a  slave  we  shall  Iherefofe  guaranty  to  him  for  a  tem- 
porary emiiloymcnt  what  may  cost  the  Government  thou- 
sands of  dollars." 

Remember,  the  Senator  was  talking  about  pay- 
ing for  the  slaves  of  loyal  masters.' 
"Thi(  t8  too  serious  a  proposition  for  us  to  oct  upon 


lightly.  We  have  no  money  to  tlirnw  away.  If  v.'e  ever 
had  the  lamp  Forlunatns,  if  wei'ver  had  an  aceunmlaiioii 
of  money,  it  is  now  wasted  and  gone,  and  we  are  compelled 
by  the  sober  realities  of  war  to  look  upon  these  financial 
questions,  and  not  to  embark  in  a  new  expenditure  and 
pledge  our  credit  for  a  large  sum  of  money  without  count- 
ing the  cost.  I  know  the  most  thankless  of  all  business  in 
the  world  is  to  make  objection,  and  that  which  is  but  a 
repeated  objection  ;  but  that  is  our  duly  now;  and  I  trust 
the  desire  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas  to  emancipatt;  the 
slaves  of  loyal  masters,  or  his  desire  to  avoid  even  a  hard 
case,  may  not  involve  us  in  a  principle  which  may  bo  dan- 
gerous, and  which  will  add  very  much  10  our  already  ac-  ■ 
cumulated  dilRculties." 

I  assumed  from  this,  in  connection  with  the 
other  extracts  which  1  read  asid  which  were  pub- 
lished in  my  speech,  that  the  honorable  Senator 
was  not  in  favor  of  fiaying  for  the  slaves  of  loyal 
masters;  but  while  they  would  be  received  in  our 
service^  he  was  for  returning  them  back  again  to 
slavery  and  paying  the  masters  their  wages,  be- 
cause he  said  so  in  direct  terms.  , 

THE     DEATH     OF     SLAVERY     IS     THE     LIFE     OF     THE 
NATION. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  "  our  coun- 
try, "said  that  illustrious  statesman,  John  duincy 
Adams,  "  began  its  existence  by  the  universal 
emancipation  of  man  from  the  thralldom  of  man." 
Amidst  the  darkling  storms  of  revolution  it  pro- 
claimed as  its  living  faith  the  sublime  creed  of 
human  equality.  Fi-om  out  the  rolling  clouds  of 
battle  the  new  Republic,  as  it  took  its  position  in 
the  family  of  nations,  proclaimed  in  the  ear  of  all 
humanity  that  the  poor,  the  humble,  the  sons  of 
toil, 'whose  hands  wei'e  hardened  by  honest  labor, 
whose  limbs  were  chilled  by  the  blasts  of  winter, 
whose  cheeks  were  scorched  by  the  suns  of  sum- 
mer, were  the  peers,  the  equals,  before  the  law, 
of  kings  and  princes  and  nobles,  of  the  most  fa- 
vored of  the  sons  of  men.  When  its  splendid 
edifice  of  constitutional  government  rose  in  grand- 
eur and  beauty  upon  the  vision  of  nfiankind,  the 
champions  of  popular  rights  in  the  Old  World, 
and  the  people,  in  whose  hearts  still  lingered  the 
dimly-remembered  accents  of  liberty,  as  they 
turned  their  gaze  hitherward,  hailed  and  wel- 
comed the  advent  of  the  nev/-born  Republic.  In 
after  years,  amid  the  throes  of  revolutions,  they 
turned  ever  to  the  rising  Republic  beyond  the 
seas  for  the  inspiration  of  faith  and  hope  in  the 
final  triumph  of  struggling  humanity.  And  the 
republics  of  the  New  World,  as  they  emerged 
from  colonial  depe'ndence,  through  the  fire  and 
blood  of  revolutions,  to  national  life,  turned  to- 
ward united  America  as  the  great  exemplar  whose 
steady  lights  would  illume  their  darkened  path- 
way to  national  unity  and  power,  and  liberty  reg- 
ulated by  law. 

We  of  America  have  been  accustomed,  Mr. 
President,  to  contemplate  with  something  of  grat- 
ified and  patriotic  pride  the  strength  of  our  dem- 
ocratic institutions  and  the  stability  of  our  repub- 
lican Government.  As  we  have  watched  the  fra- 
ternal strifes,  the  bloody  and  desolating  wars  of 
factions  that,  in  the  republics  of  the  New  World, 
have  followed  each  other  like  the  fleeting  shad- 
ows of  summer  clouds,  as  we  have  watched,  too, 
the  revolutionary  throes  and  struggles,  the  fall- 
ing and  rising  thrones  and  dynasties  of  the  Old 
World,  we  have  often  ti/rned^  fondly  and  proudly 
to  our  own  country  in  the  undoubting  faith  that 
the  Republic  was  immortal,  that,  sustained  by  the 
vital  and  animating  patriotism  of  a  Christian  peo- 
ple, it  was  ever  instinct  with  the  freshness  and 
bloom  of  youth  and  the  vigor  of  matured  man- 
hood. Gazing  with  beaming  eye  and  throbbing 
heart  upon  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  this  splen- 
did edifice  of  constitutional  government  in  Amer- 
ica, we  came  to  believe  that  it  was  as  imperisha- 
ble as  the  memory  of  its  illustrious  buildei-s. 

But  the  Republic  of  the  United  States,  the  land 
of  so  much  of  affection,  of  pride,  and  of  hope, 
now  presents  to  the  startled  and  astonished  gaze 
of  majikind  a  humiliating  and  saddening  sjK.'cta- 
cle.  The  treasonable  mennces  of  other  days  have 
now  ripened  into  treasonable  deeds.  Civil  war 
now  holds  its  carnival  and  reaps  its  bloody  har- 
vests. The  nation  is  grapf)ling  with  a  gigantic 
conspiracy,  struggling'^orexistence,  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  its  nienaced  life,  against  a  rebellion 
that  finds  no  parallel  in  the  annals  of  the  world. 

When  the  echoes  of  the  cannon  treason  tiuined 
upon  Sumter  smote  upon  the  startled  ear  of  the 
nation,  patriotism  suminoncd  the  people  to  as- 
sume the  responsibilities  of  consummated  power, 
and  by  the  red  hand  of  war  shield  the  IJJa  atid 
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protect  the  liberties  of  the  imlioii,  menaced  by 
this  foul  revolt  ngainst  law  and  order,  liberty  and 
civilization.  That  patriotism  which  garners  the 
hallowed  memories  of  the  past,  which  compre- 
hends the  vital  issues  of  the  present,  v.'hich  is  in- 
stinct v.'ith  the  aspirations  of  the  future  that  looms 
up  grand  and  great,  bade  wealth  open  its  coffers 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  imperiled  nation,  and 
the  citizen  bare  his  bosom  to  the  blows  aiined  at 
the  nation's  life;  it  bade  the  mother  offer  upon  the 
altar  of  her  endangered  country  her  fair-haired 
boy  in  the  bloom  and  pride  of  youth;  it  bade  the 
wile  send  forth  the  husband  of  her  love  and  Jiope 
to  the  harvest  of  death;  and  manhood 

"  Oder  youth  and  beauty 

On  the  wasting  shrine 

Of  a  stern  and  lofty  duty." 

Mindful  of  a  counUy  to  serve  and  to  save,  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  the  young  men  of  loyal 
America  have  lel't  their  blooming  fields,  their  for- 
ests and  mines,  their  ringing  workshops  and  mills, 
their  ships  tiiat  "  help  to  wind  the  silken  chain  of 
commerce  round  the  world,"  their  homes  hal- 
lowed by  associations  and  memories,  their  par- 
ents, brothers,  sisters,  wives,  children,  friends, 
the  dear  and  the  lovetJ,  to  follow  the  old  flag  of 
united  America  to  the  battle-field,  there  to  bear 
soldiers'  burdens,  do  soldiers'  duties,  and  fill,  if 
it  might  be,  soldiers'  graves.  We  saw  them  as 
they  thronged  at  the  summons  of  duty  around  the 
unrolled  banners  of  the  Republic;  we  heard  the 
glad  music  of  their  march;  we  gazed  upon  the 
glittering  steel  and  upon  the  gleaming  banners  as 
they  fluttered  away  from  our  straining  sight;  and 
with  throbbing  heart,  quickened  pulse,  quivering 
lip,  and  tearful  eye,  we  commended  them  to  the 
guardian  care  of  that  Being  who  notes  even  the 
sparrow's  fall. 

Through  nearly  three  years  of  alternate  suc- 
cesses and  disasters,  of  weary  toils,  wasting 
marches,  and  decimating  battles,  they  have  borne 
bravely  the  banners  of  our  unity  and  power. 
Many,  who  went  from  us  in  the  pride  of  lusty 
life,  now  sleep  in  their  bloody  shrouds  in  the 
crowded  and  shallow  trenches  of  the  fields  made 
immortal  by  their  constancy  and  valor.  Many, 
wasted  by  disease  or  falling  by  the  hand  of  war, 
rest  beneath  lonely  moands  on  battle-fields, along 
the  lines  of  marches,  around  the  encampments 
and  the  hospitals,  or  in  the  graveyards  beneath 
their  own  northern  skies.  Many,  broken  by  dis- 
ease, or  maimed  by  shot  or  shell,  lie  in  the  hos- 
pitals, or  linger  among  us,  reminding  us  of  the 
appalling  sacrifices  of  this  revolt  of  barbarism. 
Worn  0U4,  and  wasted  by  the  storms  of  war,  regi- 
ments that  marched  away  with  crowded  ranks 
are  standing  sternly  front  to  the  armed  foes  of  the 
Republic  wherever  they  menace  the  authority  of 
the  nation,  ready  to  follow  their  torn  and  faded 
flags  into  fresh  battle-fields.  The  wasting  bat- 
talions that  opened  the  Mississippi,  so  that  its 
waters,  from  their  sources  to  the  Gulf,  reflect 
bock  the  stars  of  our  national  flag;  the  war-smit- 
ten regiments  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  that 
on  the  immortal  field  of  Gettysburg  rolled  back 
the  advancing  legions  of  the  rebellion,  broke  its 
power,  and  blasted  its  hopes  forever,  must  yctl)e 
renewed  by  the  fresh  vigor  and  blood  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  needs  of  fhe  iniperiled  country  still  de- 
mand that  the  decimated  ranks  of  our  veteran  he- 
roes that  now  bear  upon  their  bayonets  the  unity 
and  existence  of  the  nation  should  be  crowded 
with  the  manhood  of  ihc  Republic. 

Why  is  it,  Mr.  President,  that  this  magnificcjit 
continental  Repuljlic  is  now  rent,  torn,  dissevered, 
by  civil  war?  Why  is  it  that  the  land  resounds 
with  the  measured  tread  of  a  million  of  armed 
men?  Why  is  it  that  our  bright  waters  are  stained 
and  ourgreen  fields  reddened  with  fraternal  blood? 
Why  is  it  that  the  young  men  of  America,  in  the 
pride  and  bloom  of  early  manhood,  are  summoned 
from  homes,  from  the  mothers  who  bore  them, 
from  the  wives  and  si.sters  who  love  them,  to  the 
fields  of  bloody  strife?  Why  is  it  that  millions 
of  the  men  and  the  woinen  of  Christian  America 
are  sorrowing  with  aching  heartsand  tearful  ey^s 
for  the  absent,  the  loved,  and  the  lost?  Why  is 
it  that  the  heart  of  loyal  Ameri«a  throbs  heavily 
oppressed  with  anxiety  and  gloom  for  the  future 
of  the  country  ? 

.  Sir,  this  gigantic  crime  against  the  jicttce,  the 
unity,  and  the  life  of  the  nation  is  to  make  eternal 
the  hateful  dominion  of  man  over  tiie  souls  and 
bodies  of  his  fellow-men.     These  sacrifices   of 


properly,  of  henlth,  and  of  life,  these  appalling 
sorrows  and  agonies  now  upon  us,  are  all  the 
merciless  inflictions  of  slavery  in  its  gigantic  ef- 
fort to  found  its  empire  and  make  its  hateful  power 
forever  dominant  in  Christian  America.  .Yes, 
slavery  is  the  conspirator  that  conceived  and  or- 
ganized this  mighty  conspiracy  against  the  unity 
andjexistence  of  the  Republic.  Slavery  is  the 
traitor  that  madly  plunged  the  nation  into  the  fire 
and  blood  and  darkness  of  civil  war.  Slavery  is 
the  criminal  whose  hands  are  dripping  with  the 
blood  of  our  murdered  sons.  Yes,  sir,  slavery 
is  the  conspirator,  the  traitor,  the  criminal  that  is 
reddening  the  sods  of  Christian  America  with  the 
blood  of  fathers  and  husbands,  sons  and  brothers, 
and  bathing  them  with  the  bitter  tears  of  mothers, 
wives,  and  sisters. 

Sir,  slavery — bold,  proud,  domineering,  with 
hate  in  its  heart,  scorn  inits  eye,  defiance  in  its 
mien — has  pronounced  ngainst  the  existence  of 
rei)ublican  institutions  in  America,  against  the 
supremacy  of  the  Government,  the  unity  and  life 
of  the  nation.  Slavery,  hating  the  cherished  in- 
stitutions that  tend  to  secure  the  rights  and  enlarge 
the  i^rivileges  of  mankind;  despising  the  toiling 
masses  as  mudsills  and  white  slaves;  defying  the 
Governmetit,  its  Constitution  and  its  la.ws,  has 
openly  pronounced  itself  the  mortal  and  unap- 
peasable enemy  of  the  Republic.  Slavery'stands 
to-day  the  only  clearly  pronounced  foe  ourcountry 
has  on  the  globe.  Therefore  every  word  spoken, 
every  line  written,  every  act  performed,  that  keeps 
the  breath  of  life  in  slavery  for  a  moment,  is  against 
the  existence  of  democratic  institutions,  against 
the  dignity  of  the  toiling  millions,  against  the  lib- 
erty, the  peace,  the  honor,  the  renown,  and  the 
life  of  the  nation.  In  the  lights  of  to-day  that  flash 
upon  us  from  camp  and  battle-field,  the  loyal  eye, 
heart,  and  brain  of  America  sees  and  feels  and 
realizes  that  the  death  of  slavery  is  the  life  of  the 
nation  !  The  loyal  voice  of  patriotism  pronounces, 
in  clear  accents,  that  American  slavery  must  die 
that  the  American  Republic  may  live! 

Mr.  President,  the  imperishable  records  of  the 
Republic  will  bear  to  future  ages  the  ajnplest  evi- 
dence that  slavery  has  ever  been  hostile  to  the 
spirit  of  her  free  institutions.  Planted  in  America 
by  the  commercial  and  colonial  policy  of  the  Brit- 
ish empire,  fosl^-ed  by  British  legislation,  pro- 
tected by  British  kings  and  queens,  lords,  judges, 
and  prelates,  slavery,  from  the  day  it  entered  the 
harbor  of  Jamestown  to  the  dawn  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, was  an  alien  in  America,  an  enemy  to  law 
and  order,  liberty  and  progress.  The  pages  of 
our  colonial  history  bear  to  us  the  amplest  testi- 
mony that  our  fathers  saw  its  malign  influence, 
and  protested  against  the  slave  tradeand  the  slave- 
extending  policy  of  the  British  Government.  The 
bright  pages  of  our  history,  upon  which  are  re- 
corded the  heroic  deeds  of  the  men  who  accepted 
the  bloody  issues  of  civil  war  in  defense  of  their 
periled  liberties,  and  whose  names  are  foreveras- 
sociated  with  national  independence  and  consti- 
tutional Government,  will  transmit  to  all  coming 
gen(<rations  the  glorious  fact  that  the  founders  of 
the  Republic  believed  slavery  to  be  an  evil — a  mor- 
al, social,  and  political  evil — that  would  pass  away 
under  the  influence  of  the  ideas  and  principles  they 
had  proclaimed. 

Butslavery,  ever  lawless,  aggressive,  seductive, 
glided  into  the  illustrious  assembly  that  pro- 
claimed America  independent,  and  there  bade  the 
men  who  were  hurling  defiance  at  the  most  pow- 
erful empire  of  the  world  erase  from  their  im- 
mortal declaration  the  words  Jefferson  had  traced, 
branding  the  African  slave  trade  as  an  "  execrable 
comfiicrce,"  "  a  piratical  warfare,"  "  a  cruel  war 
against  human  nature  itself. "  In  the  Continental 
Congress,  when  the  exhausted  and  bleeding  coun- 
try needed  soldiers  to  fight  her  battles,  slavery 
raised  its  imperious  voice,  asitdoesin  these  days 
of  peril,  against  arming  black  men  and  permitting 
them  to  fight  and  bleed  for  the  Republic.  Yes, 
when  the  heel  of  British  power  was  on  Carolina 
at)d  Georgia,  and  the  youthful  and  accomplished 
Laurens  sought  to  summon  bondmen  to  the  de- 
fense of  the  struggling  country,  slavery  was  "  the 
t/iple-headcd  monster  that  shed  the  baleful  influ- 
ence' of  avarice,  prejudice,  and  pusillanimity  in 
all  our  assemblies.''  Slavery  came  into  the  Con- 
vention of  illustrious  statesmen  met  to  frame  a 
Constitution  for  Utiiled  America,  and  by  the  voice 
of  the  Pincknrya  defiantly  declared  that  "South 
Carolina  could  never  receive  the  Constitution  if  it 


prohibits  the  slave  trade;"  and  that  assembly  of 
immortal  statesmen  who  had  met  unawed  the 
power  of  the  British  empire  were  forced  to  permit 
the  African  slave  trade  to  continue  for  twenty 
years  longer,  unchecked  by  national  legislation, 
and  to  incorporate  into  the  new  Constitution  a 
provision  undercolorof  which  slave-masters  could 
hunt  their  fleeing  bondmen  over  fields  once  moist- 
ened with  revolutionary  blood. 

Sir,  under  the  new  Constitution,  framed  to  se- 
cure the  blessings  of  liberty,  slavery  strode  into 
the  chambers  of  "legislation,  the  halls  of  justice, 
the  mansions  of  the  Executive, and,  with  menaces 
in  the  one  hand  and  bribes  in  the  other,  it  awed 
the  timid  and  seduced  the  weak.  Marching  on 
from  conquest  to  conquest,  crushing  where  it  could 
not  awe,  seduce,  or  corrupt,  slavery  saw  institu- 
tions of  learning,  benevolence,  and  religion,  po- 
litical organizations  and  public  men,  ay,  and  the 
people  too,  bend  before  it  and  acknowledge  its 
iron  rule.  Seizing  on  the  needed  acquisitions  of 
Louisiana  and  of  Florida  to  extend  its  boundaries, 
consolidate  its  power,  and  enlarge  its  sway,  sla- 
very crossed  the  Mississippi  and  there  established 
its  barbarous  dominion  against  the  too  feeble  re- 
sistance of  a  not  yet  conquered  people.  Control- 
ling absolutely  the  policy  of  the  South,  swaying 
the  policy  of  the  nation,  injpressing  itself  upon 
the  legislation,  the  sentiments,  and  opinions  of  the 
North,  slavery  move*!  on  to  assured  dominion. 
Under  its  aggressive  advances  emancipation  soci- 
eties, organized  by  the  men  of  the  revolutionary 
era  in  the  first  bright  ardor  of  secured  liberty, 
one  by  one  disappeared;  presses  and  churches 
forgot  to  remember  those  in  bonds  as  bound  with 
them,  and  recreant  sons  disowned  the  sentiments, 
opinions,  and  principles  of  a  glorious  ancestry. 
And  slavery,  in  the  pride  of  power,  proclaimed 
itself  in  the  Halls  of  Congress,  through  its  apos- 
tles and  champions,  its  Calhouns  and  McDuffies, 
"a  positive  good,"  "  the  only  stable  basis  of  re- 
publican institutions,"  "the  corner-stone  of  the 
republican  tdifice." 

But  amid  this  general  defection  from  the  faith 
of  the  statesmen  and  heroes  of  the  revolutionary 
age,  a  fearlei^tj  and  faithful  few  clung  to  the  teach- 
ings of  Washington  and  Franklin,  Jefferson  and 
Jay,  and  their  illustrious  compeers.  Unawed  by 
its  power,  unseduced  by  its  blandishments,  they 
opposed  to  the  aggressions  of  slavery — ay,  to 
slavery  itself — astern  and  unyielding  resistance. 
They  proclaimed  emancipation  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  master  and  the  right  of  the  slave.  To  advance 
the  cause  of  emancipation  and  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  free  people  of  color  they  avowed  their 
readiness  to  use  "all  means  sanctioned  by  law, 
humanity,  and  religion."  Slavery  marked  and 
branded  these  heroic  men  as  political  and  social 
outlaws;  compelling  them,  in  the  words  of  John 
G.  Whittier,  "  to  hold  property,  liberty,  and  life 
itself  at  |he  mercy  of  lawless  mobs."  Slavery 
cast  its  malign  influence  over  all  the  land,  mad- 
dening the  brain  and  firing  the  heart  of  a  deluded 
people  against  the  fearless  few  who  opposed  its 
aggressions  and  pitied  its  hapless  victims.  Pas- 
sion—  blind,  unreasoning  passion  —  ruled  the 
hour.  Cities  were  lighted  by  the  sacked  and 
burning  dwellings  of  a  proscribed  and  hated  race. 
Churches,  institutions  of  learning,  and  presses, 
were  often  forcibly  closed  or  rlestroyed  at  the  bid- 
ding of  slavery  by  the  lawless  violence  of  "gen- 
tlemen of  property  and  standing." 

Slaves  were  held  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  slave  pens  and  the  slave  trade  polluted  and 
dishonored  the  national  capital  under  the  color  of 
laws  for  which  the  people  of  Amnricu  were  re- 
sponsible in  the  forum  of  nations  and  before  the 
throne  of  Almi^ty  God.  Christian  men  and 
womcn,oppressed  with  the  sin  and  shame,  humbly 
petitioned  Congress  to  relieve  them  from  that  sin  j 
and  shame  by  making  the  national  capital  free. 
Slavery  badcits  tools — itsPattons,itsPinekneys, 
and  its  Athertons — violate  the  constitutional  right 
of  petition,  and  willing  majorities  hastened  to  re- 
gister its  decree.  Slavery  arraigned  before  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  John  duincy 
Adams,  the  illustrious  champion  of  the  right  of 
petition  and  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  itexpclled 
the  fearless  and  faithful  Giddings  for  the  offense 
of  daring  to  construe  the  Constitution  of  his  coun- 
try and  interpret  the  law  of  nations.  Slavery 
stepped  upon  the  decks  of  Massachusetts  ships 
in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  seized  colored  sea- 
tncn,  citizens  of  the  Commonwealih,  and  con- 
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signed  them  to  prisons,  to  be  fined,  to  be  lashed, 
and  to  be  sold  into  perpetual  bondnge.  Massa- 
chusetts, mindful  of  the  rights  of  all  her  citizens, 
sent  Samuel  Hoar,  one  of  her  most  honored  sons, 
to  test  the  constitutional  rights  of  he.r  imprisoned 
citizens  in  the  judicial  tribunals.  Slavery  cast 
him  violently  from  South  Carolina,  and  enacted 
that  whoever  should  attempt  to  defend  the  rights 
of  colored  seamen  in  the  courts  of  that  Common- 
wealth should  sulTcr  the  ignominy  of  imprison- 
ment. 

Slavery  cast  its  devouring  eye  upon  the  broad, 
rich  fields  of  Texas,  and  sent  its  pioneers  to 
wrench  them  from  the  feeble  grasp  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic.  By  the  pen  of  Calhoun,  its  great 
champion,  slavery  in  the  name  of  the  nation  de- 
manded, in  the  face  of  Europe,  the  annexation  of 
that  slaveholding  republic,  to  defeat  ultimate  eman- 
cipation there,  and  to  tighten  the  fetters  of  the 
bondmen  here.  In  obedience  to  the  humiliating 
demand  of  slavery,  Texas  was  forced  into  the 
Union  by  an  unconstitutional  joint  resolution,  and 
the  nation  plunged  into  a  war  with  Mexico.  When 
peace  returned,  it  brought  with  it  half  a  million 
square  miles  of  free  territory.  The  North,  the 
humiliated  North,  timidly  asked  that  this  terri- 
*  tory,  made  forever  free  by  Mexican  law,  should 
be  forever  consecrated  to  freedom  by  national  legis- 
lation; but  slavery  demanded  the  right  to  extend 
itself  over  these  free  Territories,  and  threatened 
the  dismembermentof  theUnion  if  that  claim  was 
denied.  California  framed  a  constitution  and  asked 
admission  as  a  free  Commonwealth,  but  slavery 
resisted  her  admission  with  menaces  of  disunion 
and  civil  war.  To  appease  slavery,  a  pliant  Con- 
gress organized  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  so  that 
slave-masters  could  range  over  them  witli  their 
fettered  bond  men,  gave  fitly  thousand  square  miles 
of  the  free  soil  of  New  Mexico  to  slaveholding 
Texas,  and  with  them  §10,000,000,  and  enacted 
tlie  unconstitutional,  inhuman,  and  unchristian 
fugitive  slave  act,  that  has  dishonored  and  humil- 
iated the  nation  before  earth  and  heaven.  Slavery 
then,  in  its  hour  of  complete  triumph,  insolently 
demanded  that  the  two  great  political  parties,  who 
l)ad  shrunk  appalled  before  its  menaces  of  dis- 
union and  civil  war,  who  had  betrayed  the  cause 
of  freedom,  humanity,  and  civilization  in  Amer- 
ica, should  now  declare  these  its  acts  "  finalities," 
and  bid  the  people  forever  cease  "  agitation." 

Having  forced  these  parties  to  pronounce  its 
legislation  of  1850  a"  finality  in  principle  and  sub- 
stance," slavery  strode  like  an  imperial  despot 
into  these  Chambers  and  demanded  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  prohibition  of  the  6th  of  March, 
1820,  and  a  faithless  Congress  and  a  subservient 
Executive  hastened  to  open  half  a  million  square 
miles,  in  the  central  regions  of  the  Republic,  con- 
secrated forever  to  freedom  and  free  labor,  to  the 
footsteps  of  the  bondman.  Northern  freemen  went 
to  that  magnificent  Territory  to  found  there  the 
institutions  of  freedom.  Slavery  made  its  brutal 
tools  invade  Kansas,  seize  the  ballot-box,  elect  a 
territorial  Legislature,  enact  inhuman  and  un- 
christian laws,  bathe  the  virgin  soil  of  that  beau- 
tiful region  with  the  blood  of  civil  war,  frame  a 
slave  constitution  by  fraud,  and  force  it  upon  a 
free  people.  Faithfully  did  the  propagandists  of 
slavery  labor  in  Kansas  and  in  Congress,  and  in 
the  Executive  Departments  of  the  Government, 
to  execute  its  decrees.  They  invaded  the  Terri- 
tory, they  usurped  the  government,  they  enacted 
slave  statutes,  they  robbed  and  burned,they  mur- 
dered brave  men  contending  for  their  lawful  rights. 
In  Congress,  the  cham  pions  of  slavery  were  hardly 
less  brutal  than  in  the  wilds  of  distant  Kansas. 
My  colleague  [Mr.  Sumner]  portrayed  the  crimes 
of  slavery  against  Kansas,  and  he  was  smitten 
down  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate  by  "a  brutal, 
murderous, and  cowardly  assault."  The  propa- 
gandists of  slavery  framed  a  slave  constitution, 
Bustairied  it  by  fraud  and  violence,  and  the  weak 
and  wicked  Administration  of  James  Buchanan, 
in  obedience  to  the  imperative  demands  of  slavery, 
attempted  to  force  it  by  corruption  through  Con- 
gress upon  an  unwilling  people,  but  for  the  first 
time  slavery  was  baffled,  defeated,  dishonored. 
Freemen  triumphed;  Kansas  came  into  the  Union 
radiant  with  liberty. 

Sir,  slavery  saw  its  waning  power;  it  saw,  too, 
that  its  criminal  victories  of  the  past  were  but 
barren  and  fruitless  triumphs  that  turned  to  ashes 
on  the  lip.  It  then  wrung  from  the  Supreme  Court 
the  Diud  Scott  decision,  by  which  it  hoped  to 


control  the  vast  Territories  of  the  Repwblic,  even 
against  the  will  of  the  actual  settlers.  It  bade 
the  Legislature  of  New  Mexico  enact  a  slave  code, 
and  also  a  code  for  the  enslavement  of  white  la- 
boring men.  It  sent  Walker  and  his  fillibusters 
to  Central  America  to  win  slave  territory.  It 
sighed  for  Cuba,  which  it  could  not  clutch.  It 
mobbed,  flogged,  expelled,  and  sometimes  mur- 
dered Christian  men  and  women  in  the  South  for 
no  offense  against  law,  humanity,  or  religion.  It 
maddened  the  southern  brain  and  fired  the  south- 
ern heart.  It  turned  large  masses  of  the  people 
of  the  South  against  the  institutions  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  North,  against  the  Constitution  and 
the  old  flag  of  their  country.  It  came  into  the 
Thirty-Sixth  Congress  threatening  to  dismem- 
ber this  Union  of  constellated  Commonwealths 
if  the  people  of  America  should  elect  a  President 
opposed  to  its  admission  into  the  Territories.  It 
rushed  into  the  Democratic  national  convention, 
and,  as  the  first  step  toward  disunion,  severed 
the  Democratic  party.  It  then  went  into  the  pres- 
idential election,  seeking  defeat,  yet  threatening 
the  vengeance  of  disunion  and  civil  war  if  de- 
feated. Regardless,  however,  of  its  treasonable 
menaces,  the  people  went  to  the  ballot-boxes  and 
made  Abraham  Lincoln  President  of  the  United 
States.  Slavery  instantly  raised  the  banner  of 
treason,  dragged  South  Carolina  with  headlong 
haste  into  open  rebellion,  and  forced  other  States 
swiftly  to  follow  her  example.  Slavery  organ- 
ized conspiracies  in  the  Cabinet,  conspiracies  in 
Congress,  conspiracies  in  the  States,  conspiracies 
in  the  Army,  conspiracies  in  the  Navy,  conspira- 
cies everywhere  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  disruption  of  the  Republic.  At  the 
bidding  of  slavery  the  oft-vaunted  southern  con- 
federacy, the  dream  of  slaveholding  traitors  for 
thirty  years,  rose  upon  the  recognized  basis  that 
bondage  was  the  normal  condition  of  all  men  of 
the  African  race.  Slavery  bade  those  of  its  cham- 
pions who  were  in  the  service  of  the  nation  leave 
Cabinets  and  Senates,  military  posts  and  naval 
stations,  for  the  service  of  the  rebellion;  and  at 
the  bidding  of  slavery,  Floyd,  its  truest  expo- 
nent, left  the  Cabinet  when  there  seemed  nothing 
more  for  him  to  steal;  and  Davis  and  Toombs, 
Slidell  and  Mason,  Hunter  and  Benjamin,  and 
their  guilty  compeers  in  treason,  in  solemn  mock- 
ery left  the  Chambers  of  Congress  when  the  plots, 
conspiracies,  treacheries,  and  perjuries  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  great  architect  of  ruin  seemed 
accomplished. 

Sir,  not  content  with  seizing  forts,  arsenals, 
arms,  and  publicproperty  every  where  within  the 
rebel  States,  slavery  bade  the  frowning  batteries 
menacing  Sumter  fire  upon  the  Star  of  the  West 
sailing  under  the  protecting  folds  of  the  national 
flag,  and  freighted  with  bread  for  starving  sol- 
diers; and  when  that  act  of  armed  treason  tailed 
to  arouse  to  action  an  insulted  but  patient  and  for- 
bearing country, slavery  bade  those  rebel  batteries 
open  their  fire  onSumter  and  its  few  starving  but 
heroic  defenders;  and  those  consuming  battea'ies, 
in  obedience  to  its  command,  hurled  shotand  shell 
upon  that  devoted  fortress  till  the  glorious  old  flag 
of  united  America  came  down, and  the  rebel  ban- 
ner waved  over  the  smoking  ruins.  And  thus  sla- 
very, after  an  aggressive  warfare  of  two  genera- 
tions upon  the  vital  and  animatingspirit  of  repub- 
lican institutions,  upon  the  cherished  and  hallo  wed 
sentiments  of  a  free  and  Christian  people,  upon 
the  enduring  interests  and  lasting  fameof  the  na- 
tion, organizes  a  treasonable  conspiracy,  raises 
the  standard  of  revolt,  and  plunges  the  nation 
into  a  bloody  contest  for  the  preservation  of  its 
menaced  life.  To  the  full  comprehension  of  every 
man  iu  America  whose  heart,  brain,  and  soul  have 
not  been  poisoned  by  its  seductive  arts  and  malign 
influence  slavery  is  the  cause,  the  wliole  cause, 
of  this  foul,  wicj^ed,  and  bloody  rebellion.  Every 
loyal  American  whose  reason  is  unclouded  sees 
that  slavery  is  the  prolific  mother  of  all  these 
nameless  woes — these  sumless  agonies  of  civil 
war.  He  sees  that  every  loyal  soldier  upon  the 
cot  of  sickness,  of  wounds,  and  of  death,  was  laid 
there  by  slavery;  thatevery  wounded  and  maimed 
soldier  hobbling  along  our  streets  was  wounded 
atid  maimed  by  slavery;  that  the  lowly  grave  of 
every  loyal  soldier  fallen  in  defense  of  the  coun- 
try was  dug  by  slavery;  that  mourning  wives 
and  sorrowing  children  were  inade  widows  and 
orphans  by  slavery.  Before  the  tribunal  of  man- 
kind of  tiie  present  and  of  coming  ages,  before 


the  bar  of  the  ever-living  God,  the  loyal  heart  of 
America  holds  slavery  responsible  for  every  dol- 
lar sacrificed,  for  every  drop  of  blood  shed,  for 
every  pang  of  toil,  of  agony,  and  of  death,  for 
every  tear  wrung  from  suffering  or  affection,  in 
this  godless  rebellion  now  upon  us.  For  these 
treasonable  deeds,  for  these  crimes  against  free- 
dom, humanity, and  the  life  of  the  nation,  slavery 
should  be  doomed  by  the  loyal  people  of  America 
to  a  swift,  utter,  ancl  ignominious  annihilation. 

But  slavery,  Mr.  President,  should  not  only  be 
doomed  to  an  ignominious  death,  to  perish  ut- 
terly from  the  face  of  the  country,  for  the  trea- 
sonable crime  of  levying  war  unon  the  Govern- 
ment, but  the  safety  if  not  the  existence  of  the 
nation  demands  its  extermination.  The  expe- 
rience of  nearly  three  years  of  civil  war  has 
demonstrated  to  the  full  comprehension  of  every 
loyal  and  intelligent  man  in  America  that  slavery 
is  the  motive-power,  the  heart  and  soul  and  brain 
of  the  rebellion.  Slavery  fills  the  hearts  of  the 
southern  people  with  its  sweltered  venom,  with 
its  dark  and  malignant  hatred  of  the  free  States, 
and  with  its  bitter  scorn  and  contemptfor  the  toil- 
ing masses,  for  the  policy  that  cares  for  their 
rights  and  interests,  and  for  the  institutions  that 
improve  and  elevate  them.  Slavery  instinctively 
feels  that  the  achieved  institutions  of  twenty  mil- 
lion free  people,  their  free  speech,  free  presses, 
their  political,  moral,  and  religious  convictions, 
their  permanent  interests,  all  forbid  that  its  policy 
should  continue  to  control  the  national  Govern- 
ment. Slavery  realizes,  too,  that  every  enduring 
element  of  the  Constitution,  every  permanent  prin- 
ciple of  national  policy  and  interest,  is  and  must 
continue  to  be  hostile  to  the  ascendency  of  its 
principles  and  its  policy.  Slavery,  hating,  scorn- 
ing, despising  the  toiling  millions  of  the  Republic, 
conscious  that  it  cannot  longer  retain  the  perma- 
nent control  of  the  national  Government,  consoli- 
dates the  public  opinion  of  the  South  against  the 
people  and  Government,  and  fires  southern  ambi- 
tion and  interest  with  the  idea  of  a  splendid  slave- 
holding  empire,  sitting  on  the  shores  of  the  Mex- 
ican Gulf,  and  extending  its  imperial  sway  over 
Cuba,  Mexico,  and  Central  America. 

Sir,  slavery  not  only  fires  the  southern  heart, 
brain,  and  soul,  and  nerves  the  southern  arm  in 
council-hall  and  on  the  battle-field  with  its  rrialig- 
nant  hate  and  bitter  scorn  of  Yankee  laborers  and 
Yankee  institutions,  its  lofty  contempt  for  the 
principles  and  policy  of  freedom,  its  haughty  de- 
fiance of  the  authority  of  the  national  Govern- 
ment, and  its  gorgeous  visions  of  the  future  power 
of  the  southern  confederacy,  commanding  the 
commerce  of  the  world  by  its  tropical  productions 
and  its  millions  of  slaves,  but  it  uses  the  bones  and 
sinews  of  more  than  three  millions  of  the  bondmen 
of  rebel  masters  in  support  of  the  rebellion.  These 
slaves  of  rebel  masters  sow  and  reap,  plant  and 
gather  the  harvests  that  support  rebel  masters  and 
feed  rebel  armies.  By  their  ceaseless,  unpaid  toil, 
these  millions  of  bondmen  enable  their  traitorous 
masters  and  the  poor  white  men  of  the  rebel  States 
to  leave  their  fields  and  shops  and  rush  to  the 
battle-field  to  shed  the  blood  of  our  loyal  country- 
men, of  our  neighbors  and  friends  and  brothers 
and  sons.  These  bondmen  throw  up  fortifica- 
tions, dig  trenches  and  rifle-pits,  make  roads  and 
bridges,  fell  forests  and  build  barracks,  drive 
teams,  and  relieve  in  many  ways  the  toil  of  rebel 
soldieFs,  thus  making  more  efficient  the  rebel  ar- 
mies. It  is  as  clear  as  the  track  of  the  s*^n  across 
the  heavens  that  these  slaves  of  rebel  masters  arc 
as  efiicient  instruments  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
authority  of  the  Fede^il  Governnient,  for  the  dis- 
memberment of  the  Republic,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  rebel  empire,  as  are  rebel  soldiers  in 
canrtp  or  on  bsttle-field.  The  spade  and  hoe  of 
the  slaves  of  rebels  support  the  rifle  and  bayonet 
of  rebel  soldiers.  Slavery  is  not  only  the  motive- 
power,  the  heart  and  soul  of  the  rebellion,  but  it 
is  the  arm  also.  Therefore  the  preservation  of 
the  life  of  the  country,  and  the  lives  of  our  brave 
soldiers  battling  for  national  existence,  as  well  as 
the  just  punishment  of  conspiracy  and  treason, 
demand  that  the  loyal  men  of  the  Republic  shall 
swear  by  Him  who  liveth  evermore  that  slavery 
in  America  shall  die. 

Not  only  the  punishment  of  its  appal  ling  crimes, 
not  only  the  lives  of  our  countrymen  and  the 
presorviition  of  the  life  of  the  nation,  doninnd  the 
utter  extermination  of  slavery,  but  the  future  rc- 
tjoscof  the  country  alsodemunds  it.     Sl<iverv  hua 
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poisoned  the  very  fountains  of  existence  in  the 
South;  it  lias  entered  into  the  blood  and  boneand 
marrow  and  the  soul  of  our  soutliern  country- 
men. It  lias  filled  their  bosoms  with  bitter, 
fierce,  unreasoning  hate  toward  their  countrymen 
of  the  North,  and  tlie  institutions, the  Government, 
and  the  flag  of  iheircountry.  So  longas  slavery 
shall  live,  it  will  infuse  its  deadly  and  fatal  poison 
into  the  southern  brain,  heart,  and  soul.  Then 
let  slavery  die  a  felon's  death,  and  sink  into  a 
traitor's  grave,  amid  the  curses  of  a  loyal  nation. 
Then,  when  slavery  shall  sleep  the  sleep  that 
knows  no  waking,  in  the  grave  of  dishonor  and 
infamy,  reason  will  assume  its  mild  sway  again 
over  our  now  maddened,  poisoned,  and  intoxi- 
cated countrymen  of  the  South.  Take  the  mad- 
dening cup  from  the  trembling  hand  of  the  drunk- 
ard, who,  in  his  wild  delirium,  hates  the  mother 
who  bore  him,  the  wife  of  his  bosom,  and  the 
children  of  his  love,  and  that  drunkard  will  be  a 
man  again,  and  love,  cherish,  and  protect  the 
mother,  wife,  and  children  he  would  smite  down, 
in  his  madness.  Smite  down  slavery,  strike  the 
fetters  from  the  limbs  of  its  hapless  victims,  and 
slave-masters  will  become  loyal  again,  ready  to 
pour  out  their  blood  for  the  Government  they 
now  hateand  the  country  they  nowassail.  They 
will  recur  to  the  recollections  of  the  early  days 
of  the  Republic  with  gratitude  and  patriotic  pride, 
they  will  look  forward  with  undoubting  confi- 
dence in  the  future  of  theircountry.  Their  hearts 
will  again  throb  with  kindly  regard  for  their  coun- 
trymen of  the  North,  and  they  will  hail  once 
more  the  beneficent  institutions  of  a  united  coun- 
try. The  old  flag,  under  which  the  men  of  the 
North  and  if  the  South  fought  and  bled,  side  by 
side,  on  land  and  wave,  will  again  be  an  object 
of afl^ection  and  pride;  its  stars,  now  obscured  to 
their  vision,  will  gleam  again  with  brighter  luster 
and  more  radiant  beauty. 

Sir,  would  we,  then,  punish  the  foul  conspira- 
tor,, the  lawless  traitor,  the  giant  criminal,  that 
organized  this  conspiracy,  inaugurated  this  civil 
war,  and  murdered  our  sons;  would  we  preserve 
our  country  one  and  indivisible;  would  we  secure 
for  our  countrymen,  our  institutions,  our  coun- 
try, and  our  Government  future  repose  and  af- 
fection, let  us  crush  out  and  utterly  exterminate 
slavery  in  America.  Surely  the  needs  of  the 
country,  thepressing  exigencies  of  passingevents 
teach  this  as  our  first  and  highest  duty:  Surely 
the  far-seeing  intelligence  of  loyal  patriotism  is 
rising  to  the  full  comprehension  of  this  duty  to 
an  endangered  country,  to  the  present  and  future 
ages.  Surely  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Republic  should 
come  to  the  realization  of  this  transcendent  duty. 

When  slavery,  in  the  spring  of  1861,  stained 
the  land  with  the  blood  of  civil  war,  the  President, 
by  proclamation,  summoned  the  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress  to  meet  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  at  noon 
on  that  day  Congress  assembled,  to  enter  upon 
the  mighty  task  imposed  upon  it  by  the  national 
perils.  Vacant  chairs  in  both  Chambers  vividly 
impressed  upon  the  mind  the  gigantic  propor- 
tions of  the  rebellion,  and  the  fearful  magni- 
tude of  the  impending  struggle,  and  inspired  the 
soul  with  something  of  awe  in  the  presence  of 
events  so  transcendent.  Few  of  the  chiefs  of  sla- 
very were  present  to  dominate,  seduce,  orcorrupt. 
The  clear-headed,  practical,  dominating  Davis; 
the  erratic,  reckless,  blustering  Toombs;  tTie  ac- 
complished, timid,  cautious  Hunter;  the  eloquent, 
polished,  insincere  Benjamin;  the  pretentious, 
pompous  Mason;  the  bold,  adroit,  unscrupulous 
Slidell;  the  dark,  cold,  bi«er  Clay;  the  genial, 
courteouB,  fanatical  Brown,  and  their  compeers 
in  conspiracy,  sedition,  and  treason,  plotted  their 
foul,  dark, and  infernal  work  no  longer  in  the  Cap- 
itol of  the  nation.  But  Breckinridge,  the  chosen 
chief  of  incipient  treason,  not  less  guilty  than  his 
ubsenl  compeers  in  crime,  was  present  to  cavil 
and  to  criticise,  denounce  the  acts  of  loyal  patriot- 
ism, ere  he  slunk  away  to  strike  at  the  heart  of 
the  country  that  had  trusted  and  honored  him. 
The  chair  of  Douglas  was  vacant;  life-long  oppo- 
nents gazed  sadly  upon  it,  for  they  gratefully  re- 
membered that  ilie  closing  hours -of  his  crowded 
life  were  given  to  patriotism,  to  adjuring  his  de- 
voted foUoweri  lo  cling  to  the  Union,  and  crush 
the  rebellion  with  the  iron  hand  of  war.  Andrew 
Joiinson,  baflling  the  assassins  of  the  Union  in 
TfiMiesser,  was  present  to  cheer  and  to  animate 
by  bold  and  patriotic  counaeis. 


Sir,  seldom  in  the  history  of  nations  have  states- 
men been  called  to  the  performanceofhigherduties 
than  were  the  men  who  were  summoned  by  the 
Administration  they  had  placed  in  power  to  legis- 
late for  a  land  rent  and  torn  by  discord  and  stained 
by  fraternal  blood.  They  entered  with  brave 
hearts  and  resolved  spirits  upon  the  great  work 
imposed  upon  them  with  unsurpassed  devotion 
and  tireless  industry.  The  Administration  asked 
for  four  hundred  thousand  men  and  !^400,000,000, 
and  Congress  promptly  gave  it  five  hundred  thou- 
sand men  and  #500,000,000.-  The  Army  and 
Navy  were  increased,  and  laws  enacted  for  the 
organization  and  government  of  the  military  and 
naval  forces,  and  for  supplying  the  Government 
with  the  needed  means  to  carry  on  the  war,  whose 
gigantic  proportions  startled  and  amazed  the 
world. 

Statesmen  of  the  majority  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress  clearly  saw  that  slavery  was  not  only 
the  cause  and  motive-power  of  the  rebellion,  but 
that  the  ceaseless  toil  of  its  millions  of  enforced 
victims  enabled  treason  to  fill  the  ranks,  feed  and 
pay  its  armies.  They  would  quickly  strike  at 
the  vitals  of  the  insurrection  by  confiscating  the 
property  of  leading  rebels,  and  freeing  the  slaves 
of  all  rebel  masters;  but  prudence  demanded  that 
they  should  "yield,  at  least  for  a  time,  to  the  coun- 
sels of  the  cautious  and  the  fears  of  the  timid. 
Slaves  were  used  by  rebel  armies  to  erect  fortifi- 
cations, dig  trenches  and  rifle-pits;  but  it  was  not 
until  after  the  defeat  of  Bull  Run  that  a  majority 
could  be  obtained  in  Congress  to  enact  that  sucn 
slaves  should  be  declared  free.  The  timid  and 
the  cautious  feared  that  Union  men  in  the  border 
States  would  be  alarmed  by  the  emancipation  of 
the  slaves  used  toconstruct  works,  behind  which 
rebel  legions  might  hurl  shot  and  shell  into  the 
bared  bosoms  of  our  devoted  sons,  battling  for 
their  country  under  the  old  flag.  But  this  meas- 
ure, denounced  by  the  traitor  Breckinridge  as 
"  the  first  of  a  series  of  acts  loosing  all  bonds," 
became  the  lawof  the  land. 

Sir,  as  the  rebellion  developed  its  gigantic  pro- 
portions, as  the  rebel  confederacy  manifested  its 
great  military  power,  the  loyal  masses,  whose 
instincts  outrun  the  deductions  of  statesmen,  did 
not  fail  to  see  that  slavery  was  the  vital  and  im- 
pelling force  of  the  rebellion,  and  that  it  should 
be  crippled  by  the  exercise  of  all  the  constitutional 
and  war  powers  of  the  Government,  so  they  hailed 
and  welcomed  the  proclamation  of  John  C.  Fre- 
mont. 

Congress  assembled  in  December,  1861,  in- 
structed by  the  events  of  the  war,  and  assured  by 
the  sentiments  of  the  people.  Measures  of  tran- 
scendent magnitude  pressed  for  consideration,  and 
to  the  consideration  of  these  measures  Congress 
addressed  itself  with  an  industry  never  surpassed 
— no,  never  equaled  by  any  Congress  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Republic.  Im]iortant  measures  con- 
cerning the  Army  and  Navy  were  passed,  a  great 
system  of  internal  taxation  was  devised,  and  the 
revejiue  laws  revised.  The  Pacific  railroad  bill 
was  enacted,  and  that  beneficent  measure,  the 
homestead  bill,  was  made  the  law  of  the  land. 
Other  measures  for  the  defense,  protection,  and 
interests  of  the  country,  hardly  less  important, 
were  matured  and  enacted;  but  the  crowning  glory 
of  the  Thirty-Seventh  Congress  was  its  compre- 
hensive, far-reaching  legislation  against  slavery, 
the  declared  enemy  of  the  country,  and  the  com- 
mon enemy  of  the  race.  For  two  generations 
slavery  had  polluted  the  national  capital,  under 
the  sanction  of  the  nation.  On  the  day  Congress 
reassembled,  three  thousand  men,  women,  and 
children,  fettered  by  the  people  of  this  Republic, 
as  they  held  up  their  manacled  hands,  could  see 
the  stars  and  stripes  wave  over  the  Capitol.  Con- 
gress, by  decisive  majorities  in  both  Houses, 
struck  the  shackles  from  the  limbs  of  these  three 
thousand  bondmen,  and  made  the  capital  of  the 
nation  free  forevermore.  Slavery,  stung  to  mad- 
ness, muttered  maledictions,  painted  the  miseries 
of  freedom,  drew  vivid  pictures  of  the  horrors  of 
San  Domingo,  and  predicted  anarchy  and  strife; 
but  the  enfranchised  bondmen  assembled  in  the 
churches  of  the  living  God,  and  offered  up  the 
thanks  of  a  grateful  people  for  the  priceless  boon 
of  personal  freedom. 

The  fifteen  thousand  personsof  African  descent 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  were  subjected  to  in- 
human and  oppressive  law.sand  ordinances.  Con- 
gress enacted  that  they  •hould   be  tried  for  the 


same  offenses  in  the  same  manner  and  be  sub- 
jected to  the  same  punishment  as  were  white  per- 
sons. The  free  colored  people  of  the  District  were 
compelled  to  pay  taxes  for  the  support  of  schools 
from  which  .their  children  were  excluded,  and 
Congress  authorized  them  to  establish  schools, 
and  to  pay  their  own  money  for  the  support  of 
their  own  schools. 

Slavery  demanded  the  right  to  enter  and  range 
over  the  Territories  unchecked  by  national  legis- 
lation or  local  law.  1 1  bade  the  legislators  of  New 
Mexico  enact  a  barbarous  slave  code,  and  also  a 
degrading  code  for  the  oppression  of  white  labor- 
ing men;  but  those  legislators  hastened  to  repeal 
those  dishonoring  codes,  when  the  nation  put  its 
heel  upon  the  neck  of  the  slave  power  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1860.  On  every  rood  of  the  vast  terri- 
tory of  the  United  Slates,  the  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress  has  written.  Slavery  shall  be  prohibited 
forever  and  forever.  The  irrepealable  decree  has 
gone  forth  that  evermore  those  prairies  and  for- 
ests and  mines,  with  their  illimitable  resources  to 
be  developed  for  mankind,  are  consecrated  to 
freedom  and  free  institutions  for  all,  chains  and 
fetters  for  none. 

Slavery,  unmindful  of  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  country,  although  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  country  have  been  too  often  mindful  of  the 
interests  of  slavery,  persistently  refused  for  two 
generations  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
Hayti,  but  the  Thirty-Seventh  Congress  by  large 
majorities-  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
Hayti  and  Liberia;  For  many  years  the  Afri- 
can slave-traders  carried  on  their  inhuman  and 
accursed  traffic  under  the  protecting  folds  of  the 
American  flag,  but  slavery  saw  neither  inhuman- 
ity nor  dishonor  in  this  degrading  prostitution  of 
the  emblem  of  our  national  sovereignty.  The  Ad- 
ministration early  negotiated  a  treaty  with  the 
British  Government  for  the  more  effectual  sup- 
pression of  that  loathsome  trafiic,  by  the  mutual 
recognition  of  the  right  of  visitation  and  of  search 
on  the  coasts  of  Africa,  and  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  no  longer  controlled  by  the  oli- 
garchs, ratified  that  treaty,  and  the  Thirty-Sev- 
enth Congress  enacted  the  needed  legislation  to 
carry  it  into  full  effect.  In  spite  of  all  persuas- 
ive influences  and  noisy  clamors  the  President 
of  the  United  States  permitted  the  violated -laws 
to  be  enforced  upon  a  slave  pirate  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  by  which  he  died  a  felon's  death  and 
left  a  felon's  name. 

Oflicers  in  the  military  service  often  dishonored 
that  service  by  surrendering  persons  claimed  as 
fugitive  slaves,  who  sought  protection  and  service 
under  the  flag  of  the  country.  Sometimes  per- 
sons claimed  as  fugitive  slaves  were  given  up  to 
rebel  claimants  and  inhumanly  tortured.  Ouren- 
campments  were  sometimes  searched  by  traitor 
masters,  weaponed  for  violence,  and  humane  ofli- 
cers  were  sometimes  arrested  and  punished  for 
refusing  to  stain  their  souls  with  the  crime  of  sur- 
■  rendering  to  rebel  masters  escaped  slaves,  who 
were  ever  ready  to  serve  theircountry  with  a  no- 
ble fidelity — a  fidelity  now  acknowledged  by  Wil-^ 
Unm  H.  Seward  in  these  aptand  ever-to-be-remem- 
bered words: 

"EVERYWHERR  THE  AmBUICAN  OENERAL  RECEIVES  HIS 
MOST  USEFUL  AND  RELIABLE  INFORMATION  FROM  THE  NE- 
GRO, who  hails  his  coming  as  the  harbinger  of  freedom." 

The  Thirty-Seventh  Congress  enacted  by  de- 
cisive majorities  a  new  article  of  war  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  all  our  armies,  that  persons  claimed 
as  fugitive  slaves  shall  not  be  surrendered  by  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  military  or  naval  service  on 
pain  of  being  dismissed  from  that  service. 

Sir,  the  Thirty-Seventh  Congress  declared  in 
the  confiscation  act  that  no  slave  escaping  into 
any  State,  Territory,  orthe  District  of  Columbia, 
.  should  be  delivered  up  or  deprived  of  his  liberty  in 
any  way  except  for  some  ofliense  against  the  laws, 
unless  the  person  claimingsaid  fugitive  shall  make 
oath  that  he  has  not  been  in  arms  against  the 
United  States,  nor  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
rebellion  in  any  way;  and  that  no  persons  in  the 
military  or  naval  service  shall  assume  to  decide 
upon  the  validity  of  any  claim  to  fugitive  slaves, 
nor  surrender  any  such  persons  to  the  claimant, 
on  pain  of  being  dismissed  from  the  service.  By 
the  ninth  section  of  that  act,  the  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress  provided  that  all  slaves  of  persons  in 
rrbellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
Siates  escaping  and  taking  refuge  within  the  lines 
of  the  Army,  or  captured  from  such  persona  or 
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deserted  by  them,  should  be  deemed  captures  of 
war  and  should  be  forever  free.  -By  this  sweeping 
act  the  Th  irty-Se  ventli  Congress  decreed  that  free- 
dom should  follow  the  advancing  flag  of  the  Re- 
public wherever  our  armies  should  march  in  the 
rebel  States. 

The  President  was  authorized  by  the  Thirty- 
Seventh  Congress  to  receive  into  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  the  slaves  of  rebel  mas- 
ters, and  the  slaves  so  accepted  for  military 
purposes,  their  mothers,  their  wives,  and  their 
children  if  held  in  servitude  by  rebel  masters  were 
made  free  forever.  This  series  of  acts  of  the 
Thirty-Seventh  Congress  "  loosing, "in  the  words 
of  John  C.  Breckinridge,  "all  bonds,"  though 
resisted,  misrepresented,  and  maligned  will  be 
sanctioned  by  the  approval  of  the  present  and  of 
coming  ages,  by  that  patriotism  that  embraces 
the  permanent  and  lasting  interests  of  United 
America,  by  that  humanity  that  cares  for  the  poor 
and  lowly,  by  that  religion  that  recognizes  in  the 
humblest  of  the  children  of  men  a  being  made  in 
the  image  of  God  for  whom  Christ  mounted  the 
cross.  The  act  giving  a  gratuity  of  $1,000,000 
to  the  loyal  slave-masters'of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  the  vote  pled'ging  the  nation  to  aid 
emancipation  in  the  loyal  States,  will  stand  for- 
ever as  evidences  of  the  moderation,  the  justice, 
and  the  self-sacrificing  spirit  of  the  statesmen  who 
carried  through  Congress  this  series  of  liumane, 
Christian,  and  patriotic  measures. 

Sir,  on  the  22d  of  September,  1862,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  called  tlie  attention  of 
all  persons  engaged  in  the  military  and  naval  ser- 
vice to  these  humane,  wise,  and  comprehensive 
provisions  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  andlie  "  en- 
joined and  ordered"  them  to  "  observe,  obey,  and 
enforce  them,"  and  those  title-deeds  to  freedom 
were  thereafter  to  be  enforced  in  the  land  of  the 
rebellion  by  the  glittering  bayonets  of  a  million 
men. 

But  the  Piesident  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
22d  of  September,  1862,  startled  and  thrilled  the 
nations  by  that  immortal  proclamation  that  an 
nounced  "that  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1863,  all  persons  held  as  slaves 
within  any  State,  or  in  any  designated  part  of  a 
State,  the  people  whereof  shall  be  in  rebellion 
againstthe  United  States,  shall  be  then,  thencefor- 
ward, and  forever  free;  and  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  including  the  military 
and  naval  authority  thereof,  will  recognize  and 
maintain  the  freedom  of  such  persons,  and  will 
do  no  act  or  acts  to  repress  such  persons,  or  any  of 
them,  in  any  efforts  they  may  make  for  their  actual 
freedom."  On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1863,  the 
President  of  the  United  States.,  "  invoking  the  con- 
siderate judgment  of  mankind  and  the  gracious 
favor  of  Almighty  God, '"redeemed  this  solemn 
pledge  of  the  22d  of  September,  which  the  record- 
ing angel  had  registered.  On  that  day  the  irre- 
versible decree  was  sent  forth  to  master  and  slave, 
to  earth  and  heaven.  By  this  exercise  of  the  war 
powers  of  the  Government  all  persons  held  as 
slaves  in  any  State  or  part  thereof  in  rebellion 
were  declared  to  be"  then,  thenceforward,  and  for- 
ever free, "and  the  Executive,  the  military  and  na- 
val authorities  were  pledged  to  recognize  and  main- 
lain  the  freedom  of  such  persons.  This  complete, 
absolute,  and  final  decree  of  emancipation  in  rebel 
States,  born  of  military  necessity,  proclaimed  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  andNavy, 
is  the  settled  and  irrepealable  law  of  the  Republic, 
to  be  observed,  obeyed,  and  enforced,  by  Army 
and  Navy,  and  by  the  irreversible  voice  of  the 
nation. 

The  enforcementof  this  proclamation  will  give 
peace  and  order,  freedom  and  unity,  to  a  no w  dis- 
tracted countr^;  the  failure  to  enforce  it  will  bring 
with  it  discord  and  anarchy,  a  dissevered  Union 
and  a  broken  nation.  The  issues  are  clearly  and 
distinctly  drawn  by  this  proclamation  between  law 
und  order  and  freedom  and  a  united  nation  on  the 
one  hand,  and  anarchy  and  discord  and  slavery 
and  a  shivered  and  dishonored  Union  on  the  other. 
Freedom,  humanity,  und  religion,  the  unerring 
voice  of  patriotism,  pronounces  all  attempts  to  de- 
feat the  enforcementof  this  proclamation  decree- 
ing the  freedom  of  all  slaves  ni  rebel  States  as 
unpatriotic,  as  criminal,  ay,  as  tn-asonable,  too, 
as  were  the  efforts  to  defeat  the  final  establish- 
ment of  the  Declaration  of  the  4th  of  July,  1776. 
The  men  who  sought  to  defeat  the  consummation 
of  that  "  proclamation  of  the  universal  emancipa- 


tion of  man  from  the  thralldom  of  man"  sank  into 
obscure  and  dishonored  graves. under  the  blasting 
and  withering  fires  of  outraged  patriotism.  The 
fires  of  patriotism  burn  as  brightly  now  as  in 
earlier  days,  and  the  men  "  who,"  in  the  words 
of  a  gallant  soldier,  "  emerge  from  their  gloom  as 
the  shadows  fall  upon  their  country,"  the  men 
who  prate  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  slavery, 
treason,  and  crime,  should  remember  the  fate  of 
the  "  skulking  neutrals"  and  the  sticklers  for 
"rightful  authority"  in  1776ere  joining  in  giving 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  traitor  chiefs.  Patriotism 
instinctively  indorses  this  proclamation  of  eman- 
cipation; treason  in  every  fiber  of  its  being  strives 
with  bloody  hands  to  throttle  it.  Intheiieryand 
bloody  struggles  through  which  this  proclamation 
has  passed,  struggles  that  have  stirred  this  nation 
to  its  profoundest  depths,  patriotism  will  mark  and 
brand  the  men  who  care  more  for  the  safety  of  the 
slaves  of  rebel  masters  than  for  the  blood  of  brave 
men  iighting  the  battles  of  the  endangered  coun- 
try, more  for  the  perpetuity  of  slavery  in  rebel- 
lion than  for  the  unity  and  the  perpetuity  of  the 
Republic. 

Sir,  eighteen  eventful  months  have  passed  since 
the  policy  ofemancif)ation  in  the  rebel  States' was 
announced  to  the  doubting  nations.  Met  on  its 
announcement  by  the  vehement  resistance  of 
mighty  interests,  assailed  by  passion  and  preju- 
dice, misunderstood  by  timidity  and  ignorance, 
that  transcendent  measure,  sanctioned  alike  by 
liberty,  humanity,  and  patriotism,  has  foughtits 
way  till  it  has  won  for  our  country  doubting 
friends,  conquered  the  country's  enemies  in  the 
Old  World,  and  laid  low  the  vaunted  power  of  its 
assailants  in  the  New.  It  has  lifted  up  the  bloody 
civil  war  in  America  from  what  European  states- 
men were  wont  to  characterize  as  "  a  mere  strug- 
gle for  power  on  the  one  hand,  and  independence- 
on  the  other,"  to  a  holy  war  for  liberty,  human- 
ity, and  civilization  against  the  rebel  slavemon- 
gers,  fighting  to  perpetuate  in  Christian  America 
a  vulgar,  brutal,  and  loathsome  barbarism.  T?his 
proclamation  of  emancipation,  sent  forth  by  the 
President  in  the  name  of  the  menaced  nation,  by 
elevating  the  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
is  fast  winning  for  our  country  the  active  sym- 
pathies of  humanity  the  wide  world  over. 

Since  emancipation  in  the  rebel  States  was  pro- 
claimed as  the  settled  policy  of  the  Republic,  the 
huge,  horrid,  and  ghastly  system  of  human  sla- 
very in  republican  and  Christian  America,  that 
in  the  pride  and  arrogance  of  its  power  mocked 
and  jeered  at  the  claims  of  toiling  millions,  scoffed 
at  and  derided  the  higher  law,  and  defied  the  au- 
thority of  the  country,  is  hastening  to  its  inglo- 
rious end,  to  the  grave  of  dishonor  that  knows 
no  resurrection.  Its  worshipers,  who  were  swift 
to  come  to  its  support  before  they  were  called, 
and  to  run. on  its  errands  before  they  were  sent, 
are  slinking  away  from  it  in  this  its  hour  of  bitter 
humiliation,  or  hastening  to  announce,  in  accents 
of  anguish,  that  the  idol  of  their  worship  is  de- 
throned, fallen,  dead  forevermore. 

Sir,  slavery  in  the  loyal  States  is  hastening  to 
its  fall.  Delaware  sends  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives an  immediate  emancipationist  as  the 
exponent  of  her  sentiments  and  opinions  that  ere 
long  will  be  embodied  in  adecree  of  liberty.  Mary- 
land has  summoned  a  convention  to  smite  the  fet- 
ters from  the  limbs  of  her  bondmen,  and  to  place 
her  in  the  list  of  free  Commonwealths.  West  Vir- 
ginia, carved  out  of  the  ancient  dominion,  begins 
her  career  by  a  deed  of  gradual  emancipation. 
Missouri  proclaims  a  system  of  gradual  emanci- 
pation, which  her  interests  and  advancing  public 
sentiment  alike  demand  shall  be  transformed  into 
a  system  of  immediate  and  unconditional  aboli- 
tion. Kentucky  alone,  among  the  loyal  States, 
bears  the  banners  of  slavery  proudly  and  defi- 
antly Spared  by  the  tender  mercy  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  slavery  there  vaunt- 
ingly  proclaimsits  power,  and  assumes  to  control 
the  destinies  of  that  Commonwealth.  But  the  in- 
exorable logic  of  events,  the  advancing  sentiments 
of  her  people,  the  efforts  of  many  of  her  noblest 
sons,  will  rescue  "  the  dark  and  bloody  ground" 
from  the  domination  of  slavemasters,  and  the  op- 
probrium of  continuing  to  be  what  she  now  is,  the 
slave-pen  of  loyal  America,  into  which  slave- 
mongers  run  slaves  from  the  States  where  slavery 
is  perishing,  and  where  men  made  free  by  the 
Prcsidetit's  proclamation  in  rebel  States  are  often 
arrested  and  imprisoned  in  ehamcieBS  defiance  of 


Federal  authority.  Tennessee,  excepted  by  the 
President  in  his  proclamation  of  emancipation,  is, 
under  the  lead  of  Andrew  Johnson,  ripening  for 
immediate  and  unco-nditional  emancipation.  Ar- 
kansas accepts  the  proclamation  and  prohibits 
slavery  forever  in  her  organic  law.  Louisiana 
elects  a  State  administration  pledged  by  her  Gov- 
ernor in  his  inaugural  address  to  (he  "  universal 
and  immediate  extinction  of  slavery  as  a  public 
and  private  blessing,"  to  base  the  regenerated 
State  on  a  "  devotion  to  the  Union,  on  a  love  of 
liberty  to  all  men,  and  on  a  spirit  of  justice  and 
humanity  " — to  put  her  constitution  in  harmony 
vvith  the  proclamation  of  freedom.  The  govern- 
ment of  Virginia  recognized  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  by  an  amendment  to  her  or- 
ganic law  decrees  immediate  emancipation,  and. 
Federal'bayonets  will  enforce  that  decree  in  that 
ancient  Commonwealth, where  repose  the  ashes  of 
Washington  and  Henry,  Jefferson  and  Madison, 
Mason  and  Marshall,  and  other  champions  of 
emancipation  in  her  betterdays.  Congress,  not 
by  the  consent  of  the  loyal  States  or  loyal  masters, 
but  by  the  will  and  power  of  the  nation,  makes 
free  at  once  and  forever  every  slave  who  enlists 
into  the  military  service.  The  Attorney  General 
pronounces  the  black  man,  who  was  said  to  have 
no  rights  that  white  men  were  bound  to  respect, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  The  Secretary  of 
State  gives  the  black  man  thepassport  of  citizen- 
ship, which  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  is  evi- 
dence that  the  bearer  is  a  citizen  of  the  North 
American  Republic.  The  Secretary  of  War  com- 
missions a  black  man  to  be  a  surgeon  in  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Presi- 
dent organizes  a  hundred  and  twenty.regiments, 
of  eighty  thousand  black  men,  who  are  bearing 
upon  their  flashingbayonets  the  unity  of  the  Re- 
public, and  the  destinies  of  their  race. 

Sir,  slavery  in  America,  though  upheld  by  in- 
terests, customs,  and  usages,  trenched  about  by 
inhuman  statutes,  and  hedged  around  by  passion- 
ate, vehement,  and  unreasoning  prejudices,  is  fast 
crumblingto atoms  beneath  the  blowsrained  upon 
it  by  a  liberty-loving  and  patriotic  people.  But 
let  anti-slavery  men  listen  to  no  truce,  to  no  com- 
promise, to  no  cry  for  mercy.  Let  them  now  be 
as  inflexible  as  justice,  as  inexorable  as  destiny. 
Whenever  and  wherever  a  blow  can  be  dealt  at 
the  vitals  of  the  retreating  fiend,  let  that  blow  be 
struck  in  the  name  of  the  bleeding  nation,  and  of 
the  "  dumb,  toiling  millions  bound  and  sold."  A 
truce  with  slavery  is  a  defeat  for  the  nation.  A 
compromise  with  slavery  is  a  present  of  disaster 
and  «M«Sionor  and  a  future  of  anarchy  and  blood. 
Mercy  to  slavery  is  a  crime  against  liberty.  The 
death  of  slavery  is  the  annihilation  of  the  rebel- 
lion, the  unity  of  the  Republic,  the  life  of  the  na- 
tion, the  h*ffBBonious  development  of  republican 
institutions,  the  repose,  culture,  and  renown  of 
the  people. 

Though  rivess  and  shattered  by  the  storms  of 
the  stupendous  civil  war  it  inaugurated,  slavery 
still  battles  for  existence  with  the  reckless  auda- 
city of  that  desperation  which  sees  with  clear 
vision  its  impending  doom.  Though  waning  in 
power,  slavery  still  retainsinitsgraspvast masses 
of  men  in  the  loyal  States,  ready  to  do  its  bid- 
ding, and  presents  in  its  deferasfi  a  rampart  of  three 
hundred  thousand  gleaming  bayonets.  Those 
masses  must  be  won  over  to  the  gathering  hosts 
of  freedom,  or  utterly  routed,  and  Jhat  rampart  of 
glittering  steel  must  go  down  before  the  advan- 
cing legions  of  the  Republic,  ere  slavery  sinks  into 
the  grave  that  knows  no  resurrection. 

Sir,  let  not  the  anti-slavery  men  of  this  age  for- 
get that  the  founders  of  the  Republic  believed 
slavery  would  wither  and  die  beneath  the  blended 
rays  of  the  Christian  and  democratic  institutions 
they  founded.  Let  them  not  forget  that  slavery 
was  then  a  mendicant,  pleading  for  forbearance 
and  mercy,  for  a  little  time  to  hide  itself  from  the 
gaze  of  that  humanity  itoutraged  and  dishonored. 
Let  them  remember  how  it  eluded  and  deceived  our 
fathers,  and  from  a  feeble  mendicant  became  the 
master  of  the  Government  and  the  people,  until  it 
consummated  its  crimes  by  the  inauguration  of  the 
revolution  to  blot  the  North  American  Republic 
from  the  muster-roll  of  nations.  Let  them  remem- 
ber that  masses  of  our  countrymen  have  been,  and 
sti  11  are,  itspliantinstruments,everswift  to  execute 
its  decrees;  at  its  bidding  to  tram  pie  upon  the  .sacred 
right  of  petition;  to  arraign  John  Ctuincy  Adams 
before  thcbarof  the  representatives  of  the  people; 
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to  expel  Joshua  R.Giddings;  to  annex  slavehold- 
jngTcxasfortlie  extension  and  perpetu;\ti()nof  its 
power;  to  open  the  free  territory  won  from  Mex- 
ico to  its  blistering  footsteps;  to  enactan  iniuiman 
fuf^iiive  slave  law,  to  repeal  the  Missouri  prohi- 
bition of  slavery  north  and  west  of  3GO  30';  to 
invade  the  territory  of  Kansas,  seize  the  ballot- 
boxes,  elect  a  Legislature,  enact  black  codes,  mur- 
der free  State  men  for  no  offense,  frame  a  Lecomp- 
ton  constitution,  and  attempt  to  force  it  upon  an 
unwilling  people  by  executive  power  and  cor- 
ruption; to  promulgate  the  Dred  Scott  decision; 
to  demand  the  incorporation  into  the  Constitution 
of  the  recognition  and  protection  of  slavery  south 
of  36°  30';  the  right  to  carry  slaves  in  transit  into, 
through,  and  over  free  States;  the  denial  of  the 
right  to  make  the  national  capital  free  without  the 
consent  of  slaveholding  Virginia — the  denial  of 
the  right  of  citizenship  and  of  suffrage  to  colored 
men  in  the  free  Slates,  and  a  pledge  to  expend  the 
treasures  of  the  nation  in  colonizing  free  colored 
men  at  the  will  ofslavemasters.  Let  them  remem- 
ber, too,  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  coun- 
trymen in  loyal  States,  since  slavery  raised  the 
banners  of  insurrection,  and  sent  death,  wounds, 
sickness  and  sorrov/  into  the  homes  of  the  peo- 
ple, have  resisted,  and  still  continue  to  resist, 
any  measure  for  the  defenseof  the  nation,  if  that 
measure  tended  to  impair  the  vital  and  animating 
powers  of  slavery.  They  resisted  the  act  mak- 
ing free  the  slaves  used  by  rebels  for  military 
purposes;  the  confiscation  of  rebel  properly  and 
the  freedom  of  the  slaves  of  rebel  masters;  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  capital  of  the  nation, 
and  the  consecraiion  of  the  Territories  to  free 
labor  and  free  laboring  men;  the  proclamation  of 
emancipation;  the  enlistment  of  colored  men  to 
fight  the  battles  of  the  country;  the  freedom  of 
the  black  soldier,  who  is  fighting,  bleeding,  dying 
for  the  country,  and  the  freedom  of  his  wife  and 
children.  And,  now,  when  war  has  for  nearly 
three  years  menaced  the  life  of  the  nation,  bathed 
the  land  in  blood,  and  filled  two  hundred  thousand 
graves  with  our  slain  sons,  these  men  of  the  loyal 
States  still  cling  to  the  falling  fortunes  of  the  re- 
lentless and  unappeasable  enemy  of  their  country 
and  its  ilemocralic  institutions.  They  mourn, and 
will  not  be  comforted,  over  the  expiring  system, 
in  the  border  slave  States,  and  in  tones  of  indig- 
nation or  of  anguish  they  utter  lamentations  over 
ihe  proclamation  of  emancipation  and  the  policy 
that  is  bringing  rebel  States  bapk  again,  radiant 
with  freedom.  , 

The  past  with  its  crowded  memories  of  the  de- 
velopment and  power,  corruptions  and  crimes  of 
slavery,  the  present  with  its  lessons  to  be  read 
by  every  eye,  all  demand  that  the  anti-slavery 
men  of  united  America  should  seize  the  first,  the 
last,  and  every  occasion  to  trum|)le  down  and 
stamp  out  every  vestige  of  slavery.  Let  them 
swear  it,  write  it  upon  tlie  lids  of  their  Bibles,  en- 
grave it  upon  their  door-posts,  and  proclaim  it  in 
lite  face  of  earth  and  of  heaven,  that  the  barbarous, 
treasonable,  man-dishonoring,  and  God-defying 
system  of  human  slavery  in  America  shall  perish 
Utterly  from  the  face  of  the  Republic;  that  its  sup- 
porters, apologists,  and  sympathizers  shall  never 
more  guide  the  councils  or  wear  the  honors  of  the 
emancipated,  disinthralled,  and  regenerated  na- 
tion. 

Engraving  on  every  rood  of  the  vast  territories 
of  the  Republic,  on  the  magnificent  farests  and 
prairies,  valleys  and  mountains  in  the  central  re- 
gions of  the  continent  in  letters  of  light,  "Sla- 
very shall  be  forever  prohibited,"  obliterating 
slavery  and  annulling  the  slave  code  in  the  cap- 
ital of  the  nation,  decreeing  under  the  war  pow- 
ers more  than  three  million  bondmen  in  the  rebel 
Stales  "thenceforward  and  forever  free,"  pro- 
claiming the  emancipation  of  the  slave  by  the 
fiat  of  the  nation  the  instant  he  writes  his  name 
on  the  muster-roll  of  the  defenders  of  the  Repub- 
lic, has  riven  and  shivered  the  slave  system  into 
broken  and  dismembered  fragments;  and  that 
huge  and  ghastly  system  now  lies  prostrate  in 
the  convulsive  throes  of  dissolution.  National 
legislation, executiveaclion,  judicial  decision  may 
still  further  wound  and  weaken,  degrade  and  hu- 
miliate the  now  impotent  system  that  oncem  the 
pride  of  j)ower  gave  law  to  rcpublicali  America, 
riic  hideous  fugitive  slave  act  still  blackens  ihc 
statutes  of  this  Christian  land,  rcinindiiig  us  of 
the  licgradatiun  and  humiliation  of  our  country 
when  the  hocl  of  that  master  was  on  its  neck. 


Justice  and  humanity,  self-respect  and  decency, 
all  demand  that  the  lingering  infamy  .shall  be 
obliterated  from  the  page  it  l)lackcns.  The  de- 
cree of  emancipation,  loo,  should  be  enforced  and 
sanctioned  by  measures  of  legislation;  the  colored 
soldiers  who  are  fighting  our  battles  with  unsur- 
passed devotion  and  heroic  courage  should  be  en- 
tilled  by  law  to  receive  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  other  soldiers  of  the  Republic,  and  their  wives 
and  children  should  be  made  free  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  placed  under  the  protective  care  of  the 
country  for  which  their  husbands  and  fathers  are 
periling  liberty  and  life  on  battle-fields  in  spite  of 
that  merciless  ban  of  the  rebel  leaders  which 
denies  to  them  the  rights  and  usages  of  civilized 
warfare. 

But,  sir,  the  crowning  act  in  this  series  of  acts 
for  the  restriction  and  extinction  of  slavery  in 
America  is  this  proposed  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution prohibiting  the  existence  of  slavery  for- 
evermore  in  the  Republic  of  the  United  States. 
If  this  amendment  shall  be  incorporated  by  the 
will  of  the  nation  into  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  it  will  obliterate  the  last  lingering 
vestiges  of  the  slave  system;  its  chatlelizing,  de- 
grading, and  bloody  codes;  its  dark,  malignant, 
barbarizing  spirit;  all  it  was  and  is,  everything 
connected  witii  it  or  pertaining  to  it,  from  the 
face  of  the  nation  it  has  scarred  with  moral  deso- 
lation, from  the  bosom  of  the  country  it  Vias  red- 
dened with  the  blood  and  strewn  with  the  graves 
of  patriotism.  The  incorporation  of  this  amend- 
ment into  the  organic  law  of  the  nation  will  make 
impossible  forevermoie  the  reappearing  of  the  dis- 
carded slave  system,  and  the  returning  of  the  des- 
potism of  the  slavemasters'  domination. 

Then,  sir,  when  this  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution shall  be  consummated  the  shackle  will  fall 
from  the  limbs  of  the  hapless  bondman,  and  the 
lash  drop  from  the  weary  hand  of  the  taskmaster. 
Then  the  sharp  cry  of  the  agonizing  hearts  of 
severed  families  will  cease  to  vex  the  weary  ear 
of  »he  nation,  and  to  pierce  the  ear  of  Him  whose 
judgments  are  now  avenging  the  wrongs  of  cen- 
turies. Then  the  slave  mart,  pen,  and  auction- 
block,  with  their  clanking  fetters  for  human  limbs, 
will  disappear  from  the  land  they  have  brutalized, 
and  the  school-house  will  rise  to  enlighten  the 
darkened  intellect  of  a  race  imbruted  by  long 
years  of  enforced  ignorance.  Then  the  sacred 
rights  of  human  nature,  the  hallowed  family  re- 
lations of  husband  and  wife,  parent  and  child,  will 
be  protected  by  the  guardian  spirit  of  that  law 
which  makes  sacred  alike  the  proud  homes  and 
lowly  cabins  of  freedom.  Then  the  scarred  earth, 
blighted  by  the  sweat  and  tears  of  bondage,  will 
bloom  again  under  the  quickening  culture  of  re- 
warded toil.  Then  the  wronged  victim  of  the  slave 
system,  the  poor  white  man',  the  sand-hiller,  the 
clay-eater  of  the  wasted  fields  of  Carolina,  im- 
poverished, debased,  dishonored  by  the  system 
that  makes  toil  a  badge  of  disgrace,  and  the  in- 
struction of  the  brain  and  soul  of  man  a  crime, 
will  lift  his  abashed  forehead  to  the  skies  and 
begin  to  run  the  race  of  improvement,  progress, 
and  elevation.  Then  the  nation,  "  regenerated 
and  disinthralled  by  the  genius  of  universal  eman- 
cipation," will  run  the  career  of  develof)menl, 
power,  and  glory,  quickened,  animated,  and 
guided  by  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  democracy 
that  "pulls  not  the  highest  doyvn,  but  lifts  the 
lowest  up." 

Our  country  is  now  floating  on  the  stormy  waves 
of  civil  war.  .  Darkness  lowers  and  tempests 
threaten.  The  waves  are  rising  and  foaming  and 
breaking  around  us  and  over  us  with  ingulfing 
fury.  But-amid  the  thick  gloom,  the  star  of 
duty  casts  its  clear  radiance  over  the  dark  and 
troubled  waters,  making  luminous  our  pathway. 
Our  duty  is  as  plain  to  the  clear  vision  of  intel- 
ligent patriotism  as  though  it  were  written  in  let- 
ters of  light  on  the  bending  arches  of  the  skies. 
That  duly  is,  with  every  conception  of  the  brain, 
every  throb  of  the  heart,  every  aspiiation  of  the 
soul,  by  thought,  by  word,  and  by  deed  to  feel, 
to  think,  to  speak,  to  act  so  as  to  obliterate  the 
last  vestiges  of  slavery  in  America,  subjugate 
rebel  slavemasters  to  theauthority  of  the  nation, 
hold  u|)  the  weary  arm  of  ourstruggling  Govern- 
ment, crowd  with  heroic  manhood  the  ranks  of 
our  armies  that  are  bearing  the  destinies  of  the 
country  on  the  points  of  their  glitlering  bayonets, 
and  thus  forever  bluht  the  last  hope  of  the  rebel 
chiefs.     Then  the  waning  star  of  the  rebellion  will 


go  down  in  eternal  night,  and  the  star  of  peace 
ascend  the  heavens,  casting  its  mild  radiance  over 
fields  now  darkened  by  the  storms  of  this  fi-atri- 
cidal  war.  Then,  when  "the  war  drums  throb 
no  longer  and  the  battle-flags  are  furled,"  our 
absent  sons,  with  the  laurels  of  victory  on  their 
brows,  will  comeback  to  gladden  our  households 
and  fill  the  vacant  chairs  around  our  hearthstones. 
Then  the  star  of  United  America,  now  obscured, 
will  reappear,  radiant  with  splendor  on  the  fore- 
head of  the  skies,  to  illume  tl>e  pathway  and  glad- 
den the  heart  of  struggling  humanity. 

Mr.  DAVIS  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  presume  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  does  not  desire  logo  on  to-night, 
and  if  not  I  will  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  JMarch  28,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  last  was  read  and 
approved. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  TO  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  ask  leave  of  absence  for 
two  weeks  from  to-day  for  Mr.  Wadsworth,o1 
Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Webster,  of  Maryland. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  leave  of  absence 
was  granted. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  addi- 
tional papers  in  the  contested-election  case  from 
New  Mexico,  of  Jose  M.  GallegoSDs.  Fransisco 
Perea;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  ol 
Elections. 

The  SPEAKER  then  proceeded,  as  the  regular 
order  of  business,  to  call  the  States  for  bills  on 
leave  to  be  referred  and  not  brought  back  by  mo- 
tions to  reconsider,  coinmei>cing  with  the  State  ol 
Maine. 

DAVID  n.   BLUNK,   AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  DUMONT  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  David  H.  Blunk,  Polly  Dufour,  widow  of  John 
Francis  Dufour,  and  William  Hall,  of  the  county 
of  Switzerland,  State  of  Indiana,  for  boats  and 
lading  sunk,  burnt,  and  destroyed  by  the  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  General 
John  Morgan  from  using  the  same  in  carrying 
his  forces  across  the  Ohio  river  at  Ve  vay,  Indiana; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUMONT,  the  proof  in  sup- 
port of  each  claim  was  also  referred  to  the  same 
committee.  , 

PAY  OF  FIELD  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  MORRISON  introduced  a  bill  for  the  pay- 
ment  to  field  officers  of  regiments  for  the  time 
actually  employed  in  organizing  their  respective 
regiments;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

AMENDMENT  OF  TUE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  NORTON  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

SALARIES  OF  ASSISTANT  SECRETARIES. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa,  introduced  a  bill 
fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Assistant  Secretaries  of 
the  several  Departments,  and  of  the  First  and 
Second  Assistant  Postmaster  General;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
MEMORIALS  FROM  WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 
.  Mr,.  COLE,  of  Washington,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing papers  from  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
that  'i'erritory;  which  were  severally  referred  as 
indicated  below,  and  ordered  to  be  printed:' 

Memorial  praying  Congress  for  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Wallula  to  Fort 
Walla-Walla,  Washington  Territory — to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Joint  memorial  and  resolutions  in  relation  to  a 
road  from  Lewiston  to  the  head  of  Bitter  Root 
valley — to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Memorial  relative  to  a  military  road  from  Fort 
Stcilacoom  to  ForiBellingliam — to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Aflairs. 
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Memorial  praying  for  the  estabLishment  of  a 
semi-monilily  mail  service,  by  steamer,  between 
San  Francisco  and  PortTownRend,Puget  sound — 
to  tl'ie  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Memorial  relative  to  an  appropriation  of  lands 
to  the  Nisqualiy  Road  Company — to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Memorial  praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the 
erection  of  fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  the  nar- 
rows at  Point  Defiance  and  Gig  Harbor  at  the 
points  reserved  by  the  Government  for  that  pur- 
pose— to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Jointresolution  relative  to  an  amendmentto  the 
organic  act  of  Washii\gton  Territory — to  the 
Committee  on  Territories. 

SIXTH  STIIEET  WEST. 
Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York,  introduced  a  bill 
authorizing  the  opening  of  Sixth  street  west; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

ADDRESS  BY  HON.  GEORGE  THOMPSON. 
Mr.  ASHLEY  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  demanded  the  previous  question  on  its 
adoption: 

•  Rfsolved,  That  the  use  of  this  Hall  be  granted  to  the 
Washington  Lecture  Association  on  Wednesday  evening, 
the  6th  ot'April,at  wliich  time  an  address  will  be  delivered 
by  Hon.  George  Thon)pson,  late  a  member  of  the  Britisli 
Parliament,  the  proceeds  of  which,  after  payment  of  ex- 
penses, to  be  distributed  among  the  families  of  the  District 
volunteers. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  that  the  resolution 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     I  ask  to  have  a  letter  read. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table,  if  the  gentleman  proposes  to 
let  the  resolution  be  debated. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  debate  arise,  the  resolu- 
tion must  go  over. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  -want  it  acted  upon  to-day. 
I  insist  upon  my  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  Let  me  make 
a  statement  relative  to  this  and  other  applications 
which  1  have  from  the  Doorkeeper. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     I  object. 

Mr.  ANCONA  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  37,  nays  59;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  James  G.  Allen,  Aiicona,  Baily,  Augus- 
tus C.  Baldwin,  Urandegce,  Brooks,  James  S.  BrovvnjClay, 
Cravens,  BIdridge,  Ganson,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hale,  Hall, 
Harding,  Harrington,  Ilerrick,  Holinaii,Lavv,  Marcy,  James 
R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Ro- 
gers, James  S.  Rollins,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G. 
Steele,  Sweat, Thomas,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  and 
Wiiifield— 37. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alley,  Allien,  Ames,  Ashley,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Blow, 
Boiuvvell,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman 
Clarke,  Cole,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Deniing,  Dixon,  Driggs, 
Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell.-  Hotcli- 
kiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Ihilburd, 
Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Krlley, Francis W.  Ki'llog',-,  Loan, 
McBride,  Moorliead,  Morrill,  Amos  Mvers.  Norton,  Charles 
O'Neill,  Ortli,  Patterson,  Perliain,  Pike,  Price,  Alexander 
H.  Rice,  John  U.  Rice,  Edward  U.  Rollins,  Sharmon, 
Smithers,  Spalding,  Stevens,  'I'racy,  Upson,  Van  Valkeu- 
burgh,Elihu  B.  Washburne,  Wilson,  and  Windom— 59. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the. resolution  upon 
the  table. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Is  this  not  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing  the  soldiers  of  the  District  with 
money? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Yes,  sir;  and  a  lecture  by  a 
man  who  set  the  ball  of  disunion  in  motion,  and 
occasioned  all  this  bloodshed  which  now  devas- 
tates the  country.  1  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  llie  passage  of  the  i-esolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  64,  nays  39;  as  follows: 

yp4^~'^'-'^^''-''-  -^"''y.  Allison,  Ames,  Ashley,  John  D. 


Gooch,  GrinnillHighy,  liolchkiss,  Asahel  Vv'.  Hubbard! 
John  IL  Hubl)ard,  Hull)ur<l,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson  Ifel 
ley,  Francis  VV.  Kellogg,  Loan,  MclJride,  McChng,  Moor- 


head,  Morrill,  AmosMyer.s,  Norton, Charles  O'Neil'l  Ortli 
Patterson,  Perliam,  Pike,  Pomcroy,  Price,  Alexander  h! 
Rice,  John  M.  nice,  Edward H.Rolliiw,  Shannon, Smlthets 


Spalding,  Stevens,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Eliliu 
B.  Wa.»hburne,  and  Wilson — 64. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona, Baily,  Augus- 
tus C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brandegee,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown, 
Khanler,  Clay,  Cravens,  Eldridge,  Ganson,  Grider,  Hall, 
Harding,  Herrick,  Holman,  Knapp,  Law,  Marcy,  James  R. 
Morris,  Morrison,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Pruyn, 
Samuel  J.  Randall,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Scott,  John 
B.  Steele,  William  G.Steele.  Stuart,  Sweat,  Tliomas,  Web- 
ster, Wheeler,  and  Winfield — 39. 

■  So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  ANCONA  stated  that  Mr.  Coffroth  was 
detained  from  the  Plouse  by  the  severe  sickness 
of  his  wife,  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  stated  that  Mr.  Stiles  was 
paired  off  with  Mr.  Marvin. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
last  taken;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SERVICES  BY  STATE  TROOPS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD  introduced  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed 
to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direijted  to  fur- 
nish this  House  with  any  information  in  his  possession  in 
reference  to  the  claims  of  States  for  the  payment  for  ser- 
vices rendered  by  State  troops  to  the  General  Government 
at  any  time  during  the  present  war,  stating  the  character 
of  such  services  and  the  amount  of  tlie  claims, 

CADETS  AT  WEST  POINT. 
Mr.  GARFIELD,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced the   following   resolution;   which    was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  fur- 
nish this  House  with  any  reports  or  other  information  in 
his  possession  in  relatimi  to  a  plan  for  competitive  exam- 
inations for  admittance  of  cadets  to  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point. 

COURTS-MARTIAL,  ETC. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  introduced  the  following 
resolution,  upon  which  he  demanded  the  previous 
question: 

Resolved,  Timt  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  wiietlier  any  legislation  is  necessary  to 
give  the  civil  courts  power  to  revise  and  annul  the  proceed- 
ings of  courts-martial  and  military  commissions  in  cases  in 
which  they  have  exceeded  their  jurisdiction,  in  order  more 
eS'ectually  to  secure  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  to  all  persons 
not  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  or  In  the  militia  when  in 
actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put;  and  under  the 
operation  thereof  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  to  recoufgider  the 
vote  last  taken;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney, 
its  Secretary,  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  an  act  (H.  R.  No.  312)  to  inci-ease  the  pen- 
sion of  revolutionary  pensioners  no  w  on  the  roll  of 
the  Pension  Office,  with  an  amendment;  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  was  requested. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  STEVENS  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  upon  it  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion: 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  Tliat  the 
follov.'ing  articles  be  proposed  to  the  several  States  as 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States: 

Article  1.  Slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  except 
for  the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  tlie  party  sliall  have 
been  duly  convicted,  is  forever  proliibited  in  the  United 
States  and  all  its  Territories. 

Art.  2.  So  much  of  article  four,  section  tw«,  as  refers 
to  tlic  delivery  up  of  persons  lield  to  service  or  labor  escap- 
ing into  another  State  is  annulled. 

Mr.PIOLMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  pi-opose 
to  put  the  resolution  on  its  passage  now  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Tlie  Chair  is  not  aware. 
He  demands  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  objects  to 
the  resolution,  the  first  question  is,  "Shall  this 
joint  resolution  be  rejected.'"  this  being  the  first 
reading. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  a  division 
of  the  resolution.'' 

TheSPEAKER.' The  Chair  thinks  not.  This 
is  not  in  the  nature  of  a  simple  resplution  which 
if)  divisible.     It  is  in  the  nature  of  a  bill,  and  the 


Chair  knows  no  way  in  which  a  bill  can  be  di- 
vided. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  38,  nays  69;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Janies  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Clianler,  Clay, 
Cravens,  Eldridge,  English,  Ganson,  Grider,  Hall,  Har- 
ding, Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman, 
Knapp,  Law,  Marcy,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Noble, 
John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Rogers, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B  Steele,  William  G. 
Steele,  Sweat,  Winfield,  and  Yeaman— 38. 

NAYS — Messrs.  All^y,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Asli- 
ley,  Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Blow,  Boutwcll,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W. 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis, TliomasT.  Davis, 
Deming,  Dixon,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Ecklcy,  Eliot,  Frank, 
Garfield,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Higby,  Hooper,  nolehkiss,  Asahel 
W.Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Jenckes,  Kas- 
son, Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  I.ongyear,  McBride, 
McClurg,  Moorliead,  Morrill,  Norton,  Ciiarles  O'Neill, 
Orth,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomcroy,  Price^  Alexander  H.  Rice, 
John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Shannon, 
Smithers,  Spalding,  Stevens,  'J'homas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Elihu  B.  Washburm,,  Webster,  Whaley, 
Wilson,  and  Windom — 69. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  A.  MYERS  stated  that  upon  this  question 
he  was  paired  with  Mr.  Lazear,  else  he  should 
have  voted  "  no." 

Mr.  O'NEILL,  of  Pennsylvania,  stated  that 
his  colleague,  Mr.  L.  Myers,  was  still  detained 
from  the  House  by  sickness  in  his  family,  and 
was  paired  with  Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  STUART  stated  that  he  was  paired  with 
Mr.  Thayer,  or  he  would  have  voted  "ay." 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  announced  as  above 
recorded. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  made  the  point  of  order  that  upon  this  motion, 
there  not  being  two  thirds  of  the  vote  against  the 
rejection  of  this  bill,  it  does  in  fact  amount  to  its 
rejection  under  the  Constitution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order.  The  point  of  order  might  be  good 
upon  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  but  not  pre- 
viously. The  Constitution  says  that  Congress, 
whenever  two  thirds  of  both  Houses  deem  it  ne- 
cessary, shall  propose  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution. That  question  must  be  determined  on 
the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  beg  leave  to  modify  the 
resolution  by  withdrawing  the  second  article. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gen- 
tleman cannot  do  that  except  upon  amendment 
after  the  joint  resolution  shall  have  been  read  the 
second  time. 

Mr. -STEVENS.  Is  the  previous  question 
exhausted  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  upon  the  question  of 
rejection. 

The  joint  resolution  then  received  its  second 
reading. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  is  now  open 
to  amendment,  commitment,  or  engrossment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
second  article. 

The  question  was  put;  and  there  were — ayes 
60,  noes  5. 

The  SPEAKER  ordered  tellers,  and  appointed 
Messrs.  Brooks,  and  Rollins  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  act  as  tellers. 

,The  House  divided,  and  for  some  time  no 
quorum  voted. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  rule  requiring  mem- 
bers present  to  vote  is  imperative.  The  Clerk 
will  read  it. 

The  Clerk  read  the  rule,  as  follows: 
"31.  Every  member  who  shall  be  In  the  House  when  the 
question  is  put  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  House  shall 
excuse  liim." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  will  sec  that  the^ 
language  of  the  rule  is  imperative;  that  members' 
in  the  House  shall  vote  unless  they  have  been' 
previously  excused  by  the  House.  The  Chair 
can  only  appeal  to  members  to  obey  the  rules 
which  they  require  him  to  carry  out. 

The  division  was  then  completed;  and  the  tell- 
ers reported — ayes  72,  noes  26. 

So  thQ)Amei)dinent  was  agreed  to 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PUESIDENT. 

A  message  from  the  Presidont,  by  Mr.  Hay, 
his  Private  Secretary,  informed  tlie  House  that 
he  liad  approved  and  signed  an  act  (FI.  R.  No. 
341)  to  carry  into  ctT(!ct  thi' convention  with  Ecua- 
dor for  the  mutual  adjustment  of  claim.s. 

KNUOLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  tiie  committee  had  examined 
and  found  truly  enrolled  Ijills  of  the  following 
titles;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the  same: 

An  act  (S.  No.  34)  in  favor  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives ofisrael  C.  Wait;  and 

An  act  (S.  No.  105)  for  the  relief  of  E.  F.  and 
Samuel  A.  Wood. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION AGAIN. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  demand  theprevious 
question  on  the  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  move  tliat  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  addressed 
the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tlie  Chair  can  scarcely  rec- 
ognize the  gentleman  while  there  is  a  motion 
pendiuH  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  The  only  reason  why  I 
made  the  motion  to  adjourn  is  because  gentlemen 
opposite  are  attempting  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  under  the  previous  ques- 
tion. [Cries  of  "Order!"  "Order!"] 
•  The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  insists  on 
his  motion  the  Chair  cannot  recognize  any  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  If  gentlemen  do  not  in- 
tend to  press  this  question  to-day  I  will  cheerfully 
withdraw  my  motion.  [Cries  of  "Order!"  "  Or- 
der!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that  it 
is  the  understanding  that  the  death  of  a  member 
will  be  announced  to-day,  as  soon  as  the  previous 
question  is  seconded;  and  that  no  further  vote 
will  betaken  on  tiiis  question  to-day. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  object  to  the  previous 
question  being  seconded,  and  that  is  the  reason 
why  I  move  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  withdraw  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
to  adjourn  if  the  gentleman  will  withdraw  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  entered  the  motion, 
but  I  do  not  ask  that  a  vote  shall  be  taken  on  it 
now. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that  it 
is  the  understanding  that  the  gentleman  from  Il- 
linois [Mr.  Wasiibcrne]  is  going  to  move  an  ad- 
journment as  soon  as  speeches  have  been  made, 
and  this  will  come  up  as  unfinished  business  to- 
morrow morning. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  If  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw the  motion  for  the  previous  question,  I  will 
withdraw  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  ask  any  vote  on 
the  previous  question  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that 
this  question  will  come  up  anyhow  immediately 
after  the  Journal  is  read  lo-morrow,  whether  tlie 
previou.s  question  is  moved  or  not,  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. Stevens]  will  be 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  In  that  view  of  the  case,  i 
withdraw  the  motion  for  the  jirevious  question. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Then  1  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion to  adjourn. 

DEATH  OF  HON.  OWEN  LOVEJOY. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE, of  Illinois.  Mr.  Speaker, 
it  becomes  my  duty  to  announce  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  the  death  of  Hon.  Owen 
LoTEjOT,  a  Reprcsentntivo  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Slates  from  the  State  of  Illinois.  Mr. 
LovEjOY  expired  iti  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  on  Friday  evening  last,  March  25,  1864. 
A.  man  of  an  iron  consiiiution,  he  had  always  en- 
joyed the  most  robust  health  until  n  short  lime 
oeforo  the  expiration  oC  the  Inst  (jongrc-ss.  H(; 
was  then  strickc'n  down  by  a  .sudden  and  severe 
iilncsi,  which  detained  him  at  the  capital  for  some 


time  after  the  Congress  had  expired.  Returning 
to  his  homo,  he  [lartially  regained  his  health  dur- 
ing the  last  summer  and  autumn.  Taking  his 
scat  in  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses»- 
eion,  in  the  hopeful  and  buoyant  feelings  of  his 
nature  he  flattered  himself  with  the  idea  of  health 
recovered  and  energies  regained,  but  there  was 
something  in  his  altered  look  which,  even  to  the 
unpracticed  eye,  told  of  disease  and  death,  cre- 
ating in  the  minds  of  his  friends  the  gravest  ap- 
prehensions. During  the  holidays,  in  response 
to  the  pressing  invitations  of  his  friends,  he  vis- 
ited Portland,  Maine,  and  delivered  a  public  ad- 
dres.s  on  the  great  events  which  are  now  chal- 
lenging the  attention  of  the  country  and  of  the 
world.  It  was  his  last  effort  at  public  speaking, 
and  it  was  worthy  of  his  name  and  his  fame  in 
his  palmiest  days,  and  tlie  news  of  his  death  will 
reach  that  delighted  auditory  before  the  accents 
of  his  eloquent  utterances  will  have  died  away. 

Coming  back  to  Washington  after  the  recess  of 
Congress,  he  soon  had  a  return  of  the  disease 
which  had  prostrated  him  nearly  a  year  before. 
After  several  weeks'confinement  to  his  room  and 
to  his  bed,  he  liad  so  far  recovered  as  to  believe 
himself  able  to  partially  resume  his  duties  in  this 
House.  He  attended  our  sittings  a  short  time  for 
several  days,  but  his  eye  had  lost  its  briglitncss, 
and  the  unwonted  and  ghastly  pallor  of  his  cheek 
told,  alas!  but  too  plainly,  that  death  had  already 
marked  liim  as  its  early  victim.  Stimulated  by 
the  stirring  events  of  the  passing  hour,  the  import- 
ant legislation  of  Congress,  and  the  claims  of  a 
constituency'whosc  interests  he  had  never  neg- 
lected or  betrayed,  and  whose  convictions  he  had 
never  misrepresented,  the  effort  he  made  to  resume 
his  duty  among  us  was  too  much  for  him.  A  par- 
tial rclajise  was  the  consequence,  and  then  it  was 
determined  that  he  should,  for  a  time,  leave  the 
excitement  of  the  capital  and  visit  a  more  south- 
ern and  a  more  genial  climate,  in  the  hope  that 
his  shattered  and  broken  health  might  yet  be  re- 
stored. He  left  here  for  New  York  city  some  ten 
days  ago,  but  the  trip  thither  was  too  hard  for  him 
to  bear,  and  he  was  unable  to  pursue  his  journey 
further.  From  that  time  he  became  rapidly  worse 
until  he  expired  at  the  time  I  have  stated.  Though 
dying  away  from  his  own  beloved  home,  he  was 
yet  surrounded  not  only  by  kind  and  sym'pathiz- 
ing  friends,  but  by  members  of  his  own  family, 
and  the  pangs  of  his  parting  life  were  assuaged  by 
the  affection  and  the  care  of  a  devoted  wife. 

Mr.  LovEjoY  was  born  at  Albion,  in  the  State 
of  Mainft,oii  the  7th  day  of  January,  1811,  and  was 
consequently,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  a  little  over 
fifty-three  years  of  age.  The  son  of  a  Congrega- 
tional clergyman  in  a  country  town,  his  early  life 
was  devoted  to  labor  upon  a  farm  and  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  such  an  education  as  he  could  obtain 
ataNewEngland  "  district  school."  Heentered 
Bowdoin  College  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  remained  there  for  three  years,  and  then  en- 
tered upon  the  pursuit  of  theological  studies.  He 
removed  to  Illinois  in  1836.  In  1839  lie  was  or- 
dained as  pastor  of  tire  Congregational  church  at 
Princeton,  in  that  State,  and  remained  its  pastor 
nearly  seventeen  years.  It  was  his  only  charge, 
and  he  there  jiroclaimed,  according  to  his  own 
statement,  the  "  everlasting  evangel  of  the  father- 
hood of  God,  the  sonship  of  Christ,  and  the  broth- 
erhood of  man."  His  first  entrance  into  political 
life  was  in  1854,  when  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  lower  house  of  the  Illinois  Legislative  As- 
sembly. In  1856  he  was  first  elected  to  Congress 
for  the  then  third  congressional  district  of  Illinois, 
and  he  was  twice  reelected  from  that  district.  In 
the  rcdistwcling  of  the  State  in  1861,  he  was  again 
elected  to  the  present  Congress  from  the  fifth  dis- 
trict, liaving  thus  been  elected  four  times,  and 
having  served  for  a  longer  period,  with  four  ex- 
ceptions, than  any  man  ever  elected  from  that 
State.  This  great  fact  speaks,  in  unmistakable 
language,  of  the  hold  which  he  had  upon  the  con- 
fidence and  affections  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Speaker,  Owen  Lovejoy  was  no  common 
man.  In  saying  that  in  his  death  a  great  man  has 
fallen,  I  speak  it  in  no  common  or  hackneyed 
sense,  for  lie  ^vas  great.  Ho  was  great  in  the 
leading  idea  of  his  life;  great  in  his  convictions; 
groat  111  the  elements  of  his  character;  groat  in 
his  eloquence;  great  in  his  courage;  and  great  in 
his  abiding  and  ever-living  faith  in  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  the  eternal  principles  of  right,  justice, 
and  humanity.     No  man  who  lias  succeeded  in 


stamping  his  ideas  and  his  principles,  as  he  has, 
with  the  impress  of  indelibility,  upon  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  men,  could  be  an  ordinary  man. 
Early  impressed  with  convictions  in  regard  to  the 
subject  of  American  slavery,  he  followed  those 
convictions  with  unswerving  fidelity,  in  the  face 
of  danger,  of  obloquy,  and  reproach.  His  natu- 
ral abhorrence  of  slavery  was  quickened  by  the 
tragic  fate  of  a  beloved  brother,  who  fell  a  victim 
to  his  opposition  to  that  institution,  and  who  il- 
lustrated his  principles  by  his  blood,  shed  by  a 
lawless  mob.  In  the  advancement  of  this  great 
idea  of  his  life  Mr.  Lovejoy  toiled  with  an  earn- 
estness and  zeal  which  were  "  without  variable- 
ness or  shadow  of  turning;"  and  in  the  pursuit 
of  his  great  object  it  could  truly  have  been  saidof 
him — 

"No  dangers  daunted  and  no  labors  tired." 
The  heated  denunciations  of  partisans,  the  ridi- 
cule and  clamor  of  the  vulgar,  and  the  threats  of 
the  cowardly  and  the  base,  failed  alike  to  turn  him 
from  that  great  purpose  of  his  life,  which, like  the 

"  Pontic  sea,  knew  no  retiring  ebl)," 
and  which  purpose  he  pursued  with  unfaltering 
devotion  to  the  last  moment  of  his  earthly  exist- 
ence. If  he  did  not  live  to  see  the  end  of  that 
stupendous  struggle  which  was  to  establish  the 
great  problem  which  he  had  spent  his  life  in  work- 
ing out,  like  Moses  he  saw  the  promised  land, 
bright  and  beautiful,  as  the  last  object  upon  which 
his  expiring  eyes  fell. 

I  cannot,  Mr.  Speaker,  dwell  at  length  upon 
the  striking  incidents  of  the  life  of  my  late  col- 
league, nor  shall  the  partiality  of  a  long  end  un- 
interrupted personal  and  political  friendship  lead 
me  to  trespass  too  long  upon  the  time  of  the  House. 
But  serving  with  him  for  three  full  Congresses  in 
this  Hou.se,  I  should  be  recreant  to  my  own  sense 
of  what  is  due  to  truth  and  justice  did  I  not  bear 
my  testimony  to  the  distinguished  ability  and  the 
great  usefulness  with  which  he  served  his  con- 
stituents, his  State,  and  the  country,  as  a  Repre- 
sentative in  the  American  Congress.  As  a  legis- 
lator he  was  wise,  intelligent,  practical,  vigilant, 
independent,  and,  above  all,  incorruptible.  He 
was  devoted  to  every  duty  to  his  country  and  to 
his  constituents.  Wherever  there  was  any  prin- 
ciple involved,  he  was  as  firm  and  unyielding  as 
the  hills  of  his  own  native  State.  Yet,  in  all  mat- 
ters of  mere  policy,  involving  no  surrender  of 
principle,  there  was  no  man  more  ready  or  more 
willing  to  yield  to  the  suggestions  of  others.  It 
is  perhaps  the  case  that  where  men  have  been 
devoted  to  a  particular  idej,  they  are  generally 
impracticable  in  all  other  matters,  but  it  was  not 
so  with  our  late  associate.  He  was  eminently  a 
practical  man,  and  a  man  of  great  common  sense, 
a  good  judge  of  human  nature,  and  familiar  with 
the  workirigs  of  the  human  heart. 

I  have  spoken  of  thg  deceased  as  a  public  man, 
but  who  shall  speak  of  the  virtues  which  adorned 
his  private  life.'  Who  shall  speak  of  him  as  hus- 
band, father,  friend,  neighbor,  citizen?  He  was 
so  gonial  in  his  intercourse,  of  a  sympathy  so 
quick  and  ready,  so  kind,  aft'ecti'onate,  and  gener- 
ous, that  there  seemed  combined  in  him  all  these 
qualities  which  challenged  the  love  and  admiration 
of  those  who  best  knew  him,  and  which  disarmed 
the  resentment  of  enemies,  and  endeared  him  to 
the  hearts  of  friends.  Upon  the  immediate  family 
of  our  late  colleague  has  this  blow  fallen  with 
crushing  force.  No  words  of  human  sympathy 
or  condolence  can  stanch  the  wounds  of  bleed- 
ing affection,  and  it  is  alone  to  Him  who  "  tem- 
pers the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb"  that  the  appeal 
must  be  made. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  proceedings  of  this  House  as 
published  in  the  congressional  annals  for  the  last 
six  years  will  furnish  an  undying  record  of  the 
services  and.4abors  of  the  distinguished  man 
whose  loss  the  country  so  deeply  deplores.  Serv- 
ing during  a  part  of  the  most  interesting  and  tur- 
bulent periods  of  our  congressional  history,  he 
was  one  of  the  most  arjive  participants  in  those 
scenes  in  the  House  which,  to  the  student  of  his- 
tory, were  the  precursors  of  that  terrible  civil 
commotion  which  has  since  drenched  our-landin 
blood  and  made  the  civilized  world  to  stand  aghast. 
I  might  call  to  your  recollection,  Mr.  Speaker,  and 
to  the  recollection  of  those  members  of  this  House 
who  were  members  of  the  Thi  rty-Sixth  Congress, 
that  extraordinary  scene  in  the  House  of  the  5th 
of  April,  1860,  and  which  has  scarcely  a  parallel 
in  the  history  of  any  deliberative  assembly  in  the 
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world.  It  was  on  that  occasion  tliat  he  displayed 
that  undauiitL'd  courage  and  matchless  bearing 
which  extorted  the  admiration  of  even  hia  most 
deadly  foes.  But  I  need  not  recount  to  you,. sir, 
the  many  other  occasions  during  your  service 
when  lie  has  electrified  the  House  by  his  outbursts 
of  eloquence.  With  a  mind  well  stored  with 
classic  learning,  with  a  vigorous  and  enlightened 
understanding,  with  a  fine  personal  presence,  he 
was  one  of  the  greatest  of  orators,  while  yet  he 
scorned  the  ordinary  artifices  of  eloquence.  His 
was  the  eloquence  of  Mirabeau,  which  in  the 
Tiers  Etat  and  in  the  National  Assembly  made 
to  totter  the  tJirone  of  France;  it  was  the  elo- 
quence of  Danton,  who  made  all  Prance  to  trem- 
ble from  his  tempestuous  utterances  in  the  National 
Convention.  Like  those  apostles  of  the  French 
Revolution,  his  eloquence  could  stir  from  the 
lowest  depths  all  the  passions  of  man;  but,  un- 
like them,  he  was  as  good  and  as  pure  as  he  was 
eloquent  and  brave,  a  noble-minded  Christian 
man,  a  lover  of  the  whole  human  race  and  of  uni- 
versal liberty  regulated  by  law.  While  from  this 
tribune  he  spoke  to  the  nation,  and  left  upon  it 
the  impress  of  his  principles  and  his  convictions 
and  of  his  master  mind,  th^heater  of  his  great- 
est triumphs  as  an  orator  was  on  the  stump  and 
before  the  masses  of  the  people.  It  was  in  his 
own  State,  where  he  was  known  the  best  and 
heard  the  oftenest,  that  he  achieved  his  greatest 
distinction  as  an  orator.  In  the  presence  of  the 
people  he  was  invincible.  Whatever  might  have 
been  effected  against  him  by  political  or  personal 
prejudice,  whenever  he  reached  the  popular  ear 
all  was  scattered  as  if  by  a  whirlwind.  But  he 
has  left  us  in  the  pride  of  his  manhood,  and  in 
the  fullness  of  his  intellectual  vigor — gone  almost 
at  the  moment  when  he  expected  to  see  accom- 
plished the  great  work  to  which  he  had  devoted 
his  life.  He  expressed  that  expectation  in  his 
great  speech  of  April  5, 1860,  by  a  quotation  from 
the  speech  of  JMr.  Webster  on  the  subject  of  the 
threatened  interposition  of  Russia  to  snatch  Kos- 
suth from  the  protection  of  Turkey  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sacrificing  him  on  the  altarof  despotism; 
and  I  will  close  with  that  quotation: 

"Gentlemen,  there  is  something  on  earth  greater  than 
aitcitiiiry  or  despotic  power.  Tiie  ligluning  has  its  power, 
and  the  vvliirlwind  has  its  power,  and  the  earthquake  lias 
Us  power,  but  tliereis  something  among  men  more  capable 
of  shaking  despotic  thrones  than  liglitning,  whirlwind,  or 
earthquake,  and  that  is  the  excited  and  aroiised  indignation 
of  the  whole  civilized  world. 

"  '  Tlie  Avon  to  the  Severn  runs; 

The  Severn  to  the  sea; 
And  Wickliffe's,dust  shall  spread  abroad 

Wide  as  tlie  waters  be.'" 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved,  That  this  House  lias  heard  with  profound  sor- 
row tlie  announcement  of  the  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Love- 
JOY,  a  member  of  this  House  from  the  fifth  congressional 
districtofthe  State  of  Illinois. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  tenders  to  the  widow  and  rel- 
atives of  the  deceased  the  expression  of  ils  deep  sympathy 
in  this  afflicting  bereavement. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  communicate  to 
the  widow  of  the  deceased  a  copy  of  these  resolutions. 
»     Resolved,  Thnllbe  Speaker  appoint  a  committee  of  three 
to  escort  llie  remains  of  the  deceased  to  the  place  desig- 
nated by  his  friends  for  his  interment. 

Resolved,  That,  as  an  additional  mark  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  the  members  of  this  House  will 
wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty 
days. 

Resolved,  Thafa  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  comitiuni- 
cated  to  the  Senate;  and,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect,  that 
this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Mi:.  Speaker,  I  rise  to 
second  the  resolutions  of  my  colleague.  In  the 
death  of  Owen  Lovejoy  we  have  another  evi- 
dence of  the  uncertainty  of  life.  How  impres- 
sive is  the  sentence,  that  man  "  cometh  forth  like 
a  flower,  and  is  cut  down;  he  fleeth  also  as  a 
shadow,  and  continueth  not."  Well  may  we  say 
that  "  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death." 

Of  the  private  character  of  the  deceased  I  can- 
not speak.  Of  the  years  that  he  spent  as  a  citi- 
zen of  my  own  State,  and  of  his  struggles,  I  can- 
not speak,  for  my  acquaintance  with  him  dates 
from  his  first  aiipearance  in  this  Hall  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  I  have  known  him  from  that 
time  as  a  fearless  and  bold  advocate  of  his  opin- 
ions, not  stopping  at  any  time  to  inquire  whether 
they  were  popular  or  otherwise,  but  constantly 
pressing  on  to  the  accomplishment-of  those  pur- 
poses which  he  thought  would  best  subserve  the 
interests  of  hiscountryand  his  race.  In  many  of 
those opiniona  I  differed  from  him,  and  yet  lam 


glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  notwithstanding  these 
differences, at  times,  even,  when  theexcitementon 
these  questions  became  most  fearful,  his  conduct 
toward  me  was  always  kind.  In  our  official  and 
personal  intercourse  nothing  ever  occurred  to  dis- 
turb our  personal  friendship  toward  each  other. 

Mr.  LovEjOY,as  is  known  by  all  Jiis  acquaint- 
ances, was  a  vigorous  thinker,  and  adhered  to  his 
views  and  opinions  with  great  tenacity,  convin- 
cing us  of  the  sincerity  of  his  convictions.  He 
was  a  man  of  extensive  information,  »f  scholarly 
acquirements.  Without  high  forensic  powers,  he 
was  always  formidable  in  debate,  either  in  the 
forum  or  before  his  fellow-citizens.  When  his 
health  permitted  him,  he  was  assiduous  in  the 
discharge  of  all  his  public  duties.  He  was  sel- 
dom found  absent  from  his  post.  The  district 
which  enjoyed  him  as  their  Representative  will 
necessarily  in  that  regard  feel  deeply  his  loss. 

But,  alas!  in  middle  life,  in  the  fullness  of  his 
mental  and  physical  powers,  disease  came  and 
laid  its  hand  upon  him,  and  his  robust  constitu- 
tion sank  beneath  its  power.  When  he  last  ap- 
peared in  his  seat  in  this  Hall  he  was  but  the 
shadow  of  his  former  self.  The  last  time  I  met 
him  on  this  floor,  and  expressed  the  hope  that 
returning  health  and  vigor  would  soon  enable  him 
again  to  participate  actively  in  the  business  of 
the  House  as  a  Representative,  I  remember  his 
aiiswer;  it  was,  "I  have  been  very  near  to  the 
portals  of  death  and  eternity;  I  feel  that  I  must 
soon  enter  there."  And  he  looked  as  though  he 
was  expecting  and  was  prepared  to  meet  the 
messenger  on  the  pale  horse. 

He  has  passed  from  these  Halls.  His  seat  is 
now  vacant.  The  place  which  has  known  him 
shall  know  him  no  more  forever.  Let  us  learn 
from  his  death  how' uncertain  is  the  tenure  by 
which  we  hold  our  own  lives,  and  how  trifling 
become  earthly  honors  and  earthly  powers  when 
they  are  brought  face  to  face  with  death.  May 
we  by  this  dispensation  be  induced  to  heed  that 
solemn  warning,  "  Be  ye  also  ready." 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  a  few  words 
shall  suffice  for  me,  for  the  deceased  filled  so  large 
a  space  in  the  public  eye  that  nothing  which  can 
be  said  here  can  give  the  House  or  the  people 
any  better  idea  of  his  character  and  principles. 

So  clear  was  his  perception  and  so  forcible  his 
diction  that  no  hearer  could  misunderstand  his 
meaning. 

He  had  a  ripe  education,  and  was  well  versed 
in  classic  and  modern  literature. 

Educated  for  the  pulpit,  his  scriptural  knowl- 
edge, judiciously  used,  gave  force  and  elevation 
to  his  argument. 

While  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  everything 
that  affected  the  public  welfare,  his  whole  heart 
and  soul  were  alive  to  the  great  cause  of  human 
freedom. 

He  was  not  afraid  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  in- 
jured and  oppressed  of  every  race,  in  this  House, 
nor  ashamed  to  unite  with  them  in  worship  and 
kneel  at  the  same  altar. 

The  change  to  him  is  great  gain.  The  only 
regret  v/e  can  feel  is  that  he  did  not  live  to  see  the 
salvation  of  his  country;  to  see  peace  and  Union 
restored,  and  universal  emancipation  given  to  his 
native  land.  But  such  are  the  ways  of  Provi- 
dence. Moses  was  not  permitted  to  enter  the 
promised  land  with  those  he  had  led  out  of  bond- 
age; he  beheld  it  from  afar  off,  and  slept  with 
his  fathers. 

if  his  hatred  of  slavery  sometimes  seemed  too 
intense,  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  early  life 
he  saw  a  beloved  brother  murdered  by  the  north- 
ern minions  of  that  infamous  institution.  No 
wonder  that  it  deepened  his  detestation  of  it,  and 
gave  unwonted  vigor  to  his  anathemas. 

We  are  permitted  to  linger  yet  a  little  while  in 
this  land  of  error  and  of  pain,  while  he  is  called 
to  join  the  assembled  throng  of  "just  men  made 
perfect." 

The  deceased  has  left  among  the  archives  of 
his  country  the  most  solid  testimonials  of  his  vir- 
tue and  courage.  He  needs  no  perishable  mon- 
ument of  brass  or  marble  to  perpetuate  his  name. 
So  long  as  the  English  language  shall  be  spoken 
or  deciphered,  so  long  as  liberty  shall  have  a 
worshiper,  his  name  will  be  known. 

Moses  was  buried  in  the  land  of  the  stranger, 
and  "  no  man  kfioweth  of  his  sepulcher  unto  this 
day,"  but  his  name  is  immortal. 


'  Mr.FARNSWORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  itis  now 
nearly  twenty  years  since  1  first  became  acquaint- 
ed with  OwE>f  Lovejoy.  At  that  time  there  were 
gathered  together  in  a  little  church,  in  the  town 
where  I  still  reside,  a  few  friends  of  freedom. 
They  came  from  different  parts  of  alarge  district, 
embracing  nearly  the  whole  northeastern  quar-. 
ter  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing counsel  together  and  determining  what  action 
duly  demanded  of  them  toward  their  country  and 
toward  the  slave.  Texas  had  then  recently  been 
annexed,  and  the  slave  power  thereby  largely 
augmented.  This  it  was  there  and  then  prophe- 
sied would  prove  a  Pandora's  box  from  which 
would  spring  all  manner  of  ills  to  the  country. 
There  were  not  many  at  that  convention,  yet 
it  embraced  nearly  all  of  the  professed  "  anti- 
slavery"  or  "liberty"  men  in  many  of  the 
towns  and  counties  of  that  district.  At  that  meet- 
ing a  "liberty  party"  was  organized,  and  Owen 
LovEjoT  was  nominated  as  our  •andidate  for 
Congress.  It  was  there  I  first  met  him;  since 
then  we  have  been  friends;  as  all,  I  think,  have 
been  who  formed  that  little  band  of  brothers.  It 
seemed  a  foolish  thing  to  the  masses  and  a  very 
absurd  thing  to  the  politicians  of  that  day  thus  to 
cut  loose  from  the  great  political  parties,  without 
the  faintest  hope  of  electing  or  even  getting  votes 
enough  to  make  the  poll  respectable;  and  many 
were  the  jeers  of  derision  at  the  party  and  its  can- 
didate, indeed,  it  seemed  a  forlorn  hope — 
"Forlorn,  forlorn, 
Bearing  the  scorn 
Of  the  meanest  of  mankind." 

To  "  canvass"  and  "  stump"  the  district  waa 
the  custom  of  the  country,  and  expected  of  the 
candidates,  and,  though  it  required  much  nerve  to 
face  the  mobs,  all-over  that  large  district  was  the 
clarion  voice  of  Lovejoy  heard;  by  his  electri- 
fying, and  earnest  eloquence  conquering,  if  not 
the  convictions  of  the  people,  at  least  their  re- 
spect and  admiration.  He  had  caught  an  inspira- 
tion from  the  eloquent  wounds  of  a  martyred 
brother  murdered  by  the  accursed  spirit  of  sla- 
very; and  over  his  mangled  corpse  had  registered 
a  covenant  with' his  God  of  eternal  hostility  to 
that  fell  demon;  and  from  that  day  to  the  hour  of 
his  death  steadfastly  and  well  has  he  "  kept  the 
faith."  Nobly  and  valiantly  has  he  "fought  the 
good  fight."  No  sturdier  blows  have  been  struck 
than  his,  and  no  more  eloquent  voice,  I  may  truly 
say,  has  been  heard  the  nation  over  in  arousing 
the  people  to  a  sense  of  the  cruel  injustice  and 
evil  effects  of  slavery;  and  yet  never,  from  the 
time  we  met  in  the  little  church  to  his  expiring 
breath,  did  he  teach  the  violation  of  a  single  pro- 
vision or  word  of  .the  Constitution  of  his  coun- 
try. 

As  a  public  speaker  the  deceased  had  no  supe- 
rior. Possessing  in  a  most  remarkable  degree 
that  electric  power  which  brings  an  audience  into 
harmony  and  sympathy  with  the  speaker,  with 
his  fine  and  self-possessed  presence,  his  clear, 
ringing  voice,  his  distinct  but  earnest  utterances, 
his  vivid  and  fascinating  imagery,  and,  above  all, 
that  manner  which  shows  the  soul  of  the  speaker 
in  his  words,  he  lield  his  hearers  spell-bound,  or 
moved  them  at  his  will. 

He  was  a  bold  man;  brave  in  the  sense  of  true 
heroism.  This  is  an  age  and  a  nation  of  brave 
men;  but  it  is  not  every  man  who  faces  the  can- 
non, the  Minie,  or  the  charge,  that  is  truly  brave. 
Pride  may  keep  him  up — he  may  be  afraid  to  be 
a  coward. 

My  deceased  colleague  was  never  afraid  to  do 
right,  to  espouse  the  side  of  the  despised,  to  face 
the  hissing,  jeering  world,  to  make  "  himself  of 
no  reputation,"  as  did  his  Master,  for  truth's 
sake. 

On  one  occasion,  indicted  by  a  grand  jury  for 
giving  food  and  raiment  to  a  poor  woman  who 
came,  footsore  and  starving,  to  his  door,  on  her 
weary  way  from  a  land  of  chains  to  a  land  of 
freedom,  he  faced  court,  jury,  bar,  and  wit- 
nesses, and  against  their  statutes  and  their  spe- 
cial pleading  beat  them  with  the  righteousnesa 
of  his  act. 

At  anothertime  he  faced  an  armed  and  threaten- 
ing mob  who  had  seized  and  bound  a  man  whose 
only  crime  was  a  dark  skin,  cut  his  fetters  and 
"  let  the  oppressed  go  free,"  while  the  mob,  awe- 
struck by  his  presence  and  determined  manner, 
slunk  away  in  silence. 

He  had  faith  in  truth,  and  never  doubted  its 
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final  triumph.     He  believed,  as  a  poet  phrases  it", 
that 

"  Never  .1  truth  lias  been  ilfistroyed ; 
You  may  curse  il  ami  call  it  ciiinfi, 
Pervert  and  betray,  and  slaiuler  and  slay 

Its  teachers  lor  a  time  ; 
But  tlie  truth  shall  triumph  at  the  last 

As  round  and  round  we  run, 
And  ever  the  wrong  shall  be  proved  to  be  wrong, 
And  ever  shall  justice  be  dgne." 

We  entered  this  House  together  six  years  ago, 
and  he  continued  a  member  of  it  until  his  decease. 
During  the  four  years  in  which  I  was  a  member 
with  liim  our  districts  were  adjoining,  and  well 
do  I  know  that  never  did  a  constituency  have 
fuller  confidence  in  or  love  a  member  more  than 
his.  As  a  legislator  he  was  ever  attentive  to  the 
wants  and  interests  of  his  constituents,  while  he 
never  lost  sight  of  the  greatand  paramountinter- 
ests  of  tlie  whole  country. 

In  a  struggle  such  as  liiis  nation  is  now  engaged 
in  none  need^^e  told  how  Lovkjoy  would  stand. 
For  such  as  he  tlK-re  could  be  but  the  one  course: 
faithful,  determined,  energetic  support  of  the  cause 
of  freedom  aiidthe  Union.  And  thei'c  he  was. 
It  is  a  pity  lie  ^;ould  not  have  lived  to  see  the  term- 
ination of  this  struggle  and  the  final  end  of  that 
great  curse  which  was  and  is  the  cause  of  it.  But, 
ihank  God,  he  did  live  to  see  his  faiili  adopted 
by  the  popular  heart,  and  to  witness  the  death- 
throes  of  the  institution  he  had  so  long  and  nobly 
battled.  Well  has  he  avenged  the  murder  of  the 
martyred  brother,  who  may  have  watched  and 
waited  for  thj^  meeting. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  arose  not  to  give  a  biog- 
raphy of  my  deceased  colleague,  only  to  pay  a 
brief  tribute  to  his  iTiemory. 

It  is  said  that  all  men  have  their  faults  as  well 
as  virtues;  that  he  may  have  had  them  is  doubt- 
les.s  true,  but  his  virtues  so  much  more  abounded 
and  so  o'ertopped  his  faults  that  they  were  sel- 
dom seen  or  mentioned.  An  affectionate  and  de- 
voted husband,  a  kind  and  indulgentfather,  agood 
neighbor,  an  exemplary  and  consistent  Christian 
minister,  a  lover  and  practicer  of  justice,  and  a 
friend  of  the  weak  and  oppressed. 

The  poor  at  his  door  were  never  turned  empty 
away;  the  quivering  fugitive  from  the  lash  of  a 
cruel  overseer  was  fed  and  clothed  by  him,  pointed 
to  the  north  star,  and  sent  "  on  his  way  rejoicing." 

May  it  not  be  said  to  his  good  spirit.  Come,  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father;  for  I  was  hungry,  and  ye 
gave  jne  meat;  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink; 
naked,  and  ye  clothed  me;  sick  and  in  prison,  and 
ye  came  unto  me;  for  inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  unto 
one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it  unto  me? 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Mr. Speaker, afterfriends 
and  relatives  have  strewed  with  fresh-blown  flow- 
ers the  new-made  and  still  open  grave,  it  is  per- 
mitted to  acquaintances  and  even  to  strangers  to 
approach  the  narrow  tenement  where  lies  wrapped 
in  the  cold  embrace  of  death  the  human  form, 
lately  all  instinct  with  the  impulses  of  vigorous 
life.  It  is  a  custom  which  has  grown  up  in  tender 
consideration  of  our  frail  humanity.  It  enables 
the  living  to  pay  a  silent  and  therefore  honest 
tribute  to  the  qualities  of  the  departed.  It  ena- 
bles the  dead  at  the  last  hour  of  their  stay  on 
earth,  even  though  unconsciously,  to  do  that 
which  might  well  consummate  the  perfect  work 
of  a  useful  life:  to  point  the  living  to  thatgrave  to 
which  we  are  all  hastening.  So  now,  sir,  after 
these  friends  have  strewn  this  bier  with  roses, 
made  fragrant  by  their  affections,  I,  comparatively 
a  stranger,  approach  this  mystery  of  death  to  pay 
my  tribute  anil  to  receive  my  admonition.  I  have 
served  with  Mr.  Loviijoy  since  he  first  entered 
Congress.  1  never  met  him  off  this  floor;  1  never 
met  him  in  social  life.  I  differed  radically  with 
all  of  his  opinions  on  public  affairs.  1  cannot 
speak  of  his  personal  qualities;  I  cannot  follow 
him  into  the  circle  of  hi.s  friends;  I  cannot  fol- 
low him  into  the  more  fiacred  circle  of  domestic 
life.  Sir,  I  knew  him  upon  the  arena  of  this  floor; 
and  here  1  knew-diim  well.  I  had  seen  him  in 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  political  life;  I  hud  seen  him 
when  Ills  prtrty  upon  this  floor  was  in  a  great  mi- 
nority, and  he  the  leader  of  the  smallest  section  of 
that  party.  1  had  seen  him  when  parties  were 
80  nearly  equally  divided  that  after  two  months' 
stormy  struggle  wc  were  unable  to  electa  Speaker; 
and  I  saw  him  afterwards,  when  his  party  was 
largely  in  the  mnjority,  and  wliere  he,  with  a  few 
active  friends,  leu  the  van  in  exploring  those  jmth- 


ways  which  his  party  was  destined  so  soon  to 
tread. 

He  was  a  prompt  and  ready  debater.  He  was 
an  active  and  vigorous  thinker.  He  was  a  brave 
and  bold  apostle  of  the  faith  which  he  held.  What 
he  said  he  thought;  what  he  thought  he  seemed 
to  believe  in  the  innermost  recesses  of  his  soul. 
What  he  believed  he  uttered,  and  what  he  uttered 
he  was  prepared  at  all  times  to  defend,  witli  all  the 
powers  that  God  had  given  him.  He  seemed  to  be 
overcome  hy  tiie  strength  of  his  convictions.  He 
was  too  intense  to  be  always  fair;  he  was  too  ar- 
dent to  be  always  just;  he  was  too  thoroughly 
convinced  of  his  own  opinions  to  be  always  cor- 
rect; but  it  wus  the  very  strength  of  his  convic- 
tions which  made  him  self-reliant  and  self-confi- 
dent; and  it  was  his  entire  self-relianee  which 
made  him  always  logical  in  his  positions;  always 
candid,  frank,  outspoken  in  their  expression,  and 
bold,  determined,  zealous,  and  constant  in  their 
defense. 

Sir,  this  is  the  tribute  which  I  would  lay  upon 
this  bier.  We  saw  him  in  the  early  portion  of 
this  session  apparently  with  the  prospect  of  a 
long  life;  soon  we  heard  that  he  was  upon  a  bed  of 
sickness;  then  we  saw  what  I  think  has  never  been 
seen  before  in  this  House:  an  absent  member, 
sick  upon  his  bed,  sent  his  argument  on  a  ques- 
tion of  pending  legislation,  which  by  the  consent 
of  the  House  was  read  from  the  Clerk's  desk. 

A  little  while  more,  and  we  saw  him  upon  the 
floor  of  this  House, con  valescing, as  many  hoped, 
to  a  long  and  vigorous  life.  And  still  a  little  wiiile, 
and  we  are  called  to  follow  him  to  the  dark  and 
silent  tomb.  Sir,  let  us  do  it  so  thoughit'"ully,  so 
solemnly,  so  reverently,  that  even  in  this  din  of 
life,  in  the  secret  recesses  of  the  heart  of  each  one 
of  us  may  be  heard  the  eclroesof  the  voice  of  his 
disembodied  spirit,  as  it  comes  to  us  through  the 
portals  of  the  eternal  world,  "  Be  ye  also  ready: 
for  in  such  an  heur  as  ye  think  not,  the  Son  of 
man  cometli." 

Mr.  PIKE.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  moments 
when  we  are  arrested  by  the  stern  grasp  of  the 
thought  that,  in  the  purposes  of  the  Almighty, 
man  is  as  nothing.  The  earnest  worker,  the  brave 
fighter,  the  strong  thinker  in  the  ripeness  of  his 
years  and  the  fullness  of  his  powers,  is  stricken 
upon  the  field  of  his  labor  where  his  work  seems 
but  half  done.  He  departs  and  the  earth  knows 
him  no  more,  but  the  work  of  God  goes  on. 

We  take  satisfaction  from  this  thought  as  we 
pause  beside  this  open  grave,  and,  missing  our 
friend  and  brother,  look  back  to  see  what  he  has 
done  to  link  his  life  with  ideas  that  are  eternal, 
how  he  wrought  his  life-work,  how  he  endured 
its  burdens,  how  brave  he  was,  how  cheerful,  how 
hopeful  when  the  skies  were  darkand  the  tempest 
threatened,  and  how  firmly  and  calmly  he  met  the 
shock  when  the  supreme  moment  came  and  an- 
archy made  its  dagger-thrust  at  the  nation's  life. 

I  speak  of  this  who  from  my  boyhood  knew 
him  well.  Owen  Lovejoy  was  a  native  of  Maine; 
born,  reared  almost  within  the  shadow  of  those 
mountains  where  a  stern  granite  face  looking  out 
from  the  cliff,  immovable  amid  the  rage  of  the  ele- 
ments, unchanged  by  the  changing  seasons  or  the 
sweep  of  years,  seems  like  Heaven's  impress  set 
upon  New  England  character.  The  stock  became 
of  had  met  the  dangers  of  the  wilderness  and  of 
war.  They  could  take  firm  hold  of  an  idea.  They 
could  govern  their  lives  by  a  conviction.  Tliey 
could  5tc  fora  faith.  No  wonder,  then,  this  man, 
with  his  large  heart  and  busy  brain,  his  strength 
of  will  and  energy  of  purpose,  when  he  left  New 
England  for  his  western  home  at  once  took  rank 
among  the  men  of  influence  who  swayed  the  minds 
of  other  men  and  were  looked  to  as  the  exponents 
of  their  thought  and  feeling.  The  sympathy  and 
interest  of  his  native  State  followed  him  to  that 
home  not  very  remote  from  the  spot  where  his 
brother's  life  had  been  sacrificed  in  vindicating 
free  speech  and  a  free  press.  Those  lie  left  be- 
hind looked  to  see  what  lie  would  do.  If  any  man 
could  fear  and  falter  and  temporize  in  upholding 
an  unpopular  cause,  certainly  he  might  after  so 
terrible  an  example  of  what  the  dominant  jiower 
could  do.  But  he  did  neither.  Going  to  Illinois 
to  preach,  he  never  forgot  to  denounce  the  great 
crime  of  the  nation,  and  that  without  stint.  No 
doubt  his  word.s  had  a  large  influence  in  produ- 
cing the  change  of  public  sentinjfent  which  aiUed 
him  from  the  pulpit  to  the  halls  of  legislation. 


It  was  the  beginning  of  the  time  of  transition. 
The  seed  which  had  been  sown  in  obscure  places, 
and  had  grown  almost  unknown,  was  beginning 
to  put  forth  fruit  for  the  ha'/vest.  Not  only  con- 
science and  religion  were  protesting  against  the 
wrongs  of  slavery,  but  an  enlightened  common 
sense  was  teaching  the  people  that  in  denying  the 
rights  of  others  they  were  losing  their  own.  The 
encroachments  of  the  slave  power  became  men- 
acing, and  Mr.  Lovejoy  was  the  champion  sent 
from  his  district  to  the  Thirty-Fifth  Congress  to 
protest  and  oppose.  How  well  he  did  both  you 
knbw;  and  the  multitudes  that  mourn  him  to-day 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  loyal  States 
do  not  need  that  I  should  tell.  By  word  and  deed, 
by  keen  wit  and  sharp  logic,  by  eloquent  pathos 
and  most  scathing  denunciation  he  made  his  pres- 
ence felt  here  as  few  have  been  felt,  and  sent  his 
words  like  a  trumpet-blast  to  stir  the  hearts  of 
those  outside  these  walls.  And  he  was  singu- 
larly happy  that  beginning. amid  so  much  oppo- 
sition and  contempt  he  lived  to  see  the  monstrous 
wrong  against  which  he  had  vowed  ceaseless  war- 
fare humbled  and  wounded  to  death. 

I  think  it  must  have  been  worth  years  of  com- 
mon life  to  stand  in  tj^is  Hall  as  he  did  on  the  mem- 
orable occasion  referred  to  by  his  colleague,  [Mr. 
Washbuune,]  after  having  repeatedly  endured 
the  insults  and  felt  the  oppression  exercised  against 
those  who  battled  for  freedom  and  the  right  of 
free  speech ;  to  stand  here,  with  the  consciousness 
of  power,  and  say  as  he  said  to  those  who  vainly 
attempted  to  silence  him,  "  You  shall  hear  me.  I ' 
will  speak.  I  stand  here  to  say  what  I  have  to 
say  about  the  great  crime  of  the  nation.  I  will 
not  yield  the  floor."  Those  who  saw  the  dfeterm- 
ined  face,  the  compact,  erect  form,  and  the  up- 
lifted hand,  motionless  for  five  minutes  amid  the 
turmoil  of  opposing  voice,  well  knew  the  earnest- 
ness of  the  declaration  and  the  stern  will  that 
underlay  it. 

Tliat  strength  of  will  might  sometimes  make 
him  seem  impracticable,  but  it  was  governed  by       ■ 
honest  purposes  and  a  high  sense  of  duty  and 
balanced  by  a  sensitive  nature  full  of  noble  im-- 
pulses. 

He  was  no  mere  theorist  laying  the  burdens  of 
charity  on  other  men's  shoultlers.  His  kindness 
of  heart  never  wearied  of  the  obligations  imposed 
by  the  position  he  occupied.  Philanthropists  are 
said  to  become  chilled  and  soured  in  their  struggle 
to  reform  mankind,  but  he  kept  his  warm  sym- 
pathies and  his  genial  nature  through  all  the  dis- 
couragements of  the  past  and  the  perplexities  of 
these  ill-jointed  times.  This  and  iiis  quick  per- 
ceptions and  keen  zest  of  mirth  made  him  a  de- 
lightful companion  for  social  hours,  while  his 
finii  faith  in  God  enabled  him  to  speak  words  of 
cheer  to  sustain  the  despondent  and  sorrowing. 
Bitterly,  painfully  must  his  loss  be  felt  in  the 
home  he  has  left  and  the  circle  of  those  nearest  to 
him.  The  benedictions  that  cluster  round  his 
lifeless  form,  the  thrill  of  grief  that  ran  through 
many  hearts  in  many  homes  when  the  news  of 
his  death  came,  are  the  best  tribute  to  the  mem-^ 
ory  of  agood  man  gone  to  his  reward — of  a  brave 
man  who  fought  the  battle  of  life  well,  and  won 
a  victor's  crown. 

Sir,  his  place  is  henceforth  amid  the  glorious 
activities  of  other  spheres,  but  the  sacred  work 
to  which  he  devoted  himself  is  still  unfinished.  ^ 
The  burden  he  lias  laid  down  other  hands  must 
take  up. 

"  Brothers  and  coinriulos,  on  you  it  Is  falling, 

On  vou  the  proud  voice  of  your  country  is  callin);, 
VVliile  the  lot  of  the  balance  is  treaiblrng  on  hi;;li." 

Mr.  NORTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  my 
purpose  to  occupy  more  than  a  moment  or  two 
of  the  brief  space  allotted  to  these  mournful  pro- 
ceedings. To  what  has  been  so  fittingly  and  so 
feelingly  said  by  those  who  have  preceded  me 
1  cannot  hope  to  add  anything.  Yet  I  cannot  al- 
low the  occasion  to  pass  without  offering  a  brief 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  my  distinguished  col- 
league. 

"Death,"  it  is  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  «' loves  a 
shining  murk;"  and  if  this  be  so,  surely  his  insa- 
tiate'cravings  have  been  fully  gratified  in  the  in- 
stance before  u.s.  Owen  Lovkjoy  wj<3  no  com- 
mon man.  tn  the  State  of  his  adoption  he  had 
built  up  a  reputation  in  the  hearts  of  the  people 
which  will  be  cherished  long  after  his  ashes  shall 
have  moldered  back  to  their  mother  earth.    There 
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has  been  mourning,  and  there  will  continue  to  be 
mourning,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
that  great  Commonwealth,  as  the  news  reaches 
the  people  in  their  distant  homes  that  this,  one 
of  her  favorite  sons,  has  fallen  a  victim  to  death. 
In  this  Hall  he  is  mourned  to-day  by  the  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  without  distinction  of  party, 
as  one  of  the  mo«t  distinguished  and  most  beloved 
of  our  number. 

His  reputation  as  a  public  speaker  of  great 
power  was  known  and  acknowledged  through- 
out the  whole  country,  and  his  death  will  be  re- 
garded as  a  public  loss. 

In  this  Hall,  in  his  own  State,  and  wherever  he 
was  known,  he  was  regarded  as  a  strong  man. 

He  was  possessed  of  a  clear  and. manly  intel- 
lect, a  vigorous  understanding,  a  vivid  imagina- 
tion, and  great  command  of  language.  These 
had  beeh  strengthened  by  long  culture.  He  had 
an  almost  intuitive  kr^owledge  of  the  avenues  to 
the  human  heart.  His  love  of  justice  was  strong, 
and  he  had  the  courage  to  avow  and  maintain  it 
under  all  circumstances  and  at  all  hazards.  It 
was  these  qualities,  combined  with  a  ready  humor 
*nd  a  commanding  presence,  that  gave  him  such 
great  power  before  a  popular  audience.  Others 
.-nay  have  surpassed  him  in  argument,  they  may 
have  been  more  logical,  more  learned,  more  ac- 
curate, but  when  the  great  heart  of  the  people  was 
to  be  moved,  when  their  passions  were  to  be 
aroused,  Mr.  Lovejot  was  found  to  move  among 
them  with  the  tread  of  a  master.  Wherever  he 
spoke  the  crowd  was  sure  to  be  found.  His 
greatest  efforts  have  been  made  in  favor  of  the 
poor  and  the  down-trodden  slave,  and  for  the 
destruction  of  that  terrible  system  of  wrong  and 
oppression  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  our 
perils.  And  he  livedlong  enough  to  see  that  his 
cherished  hopes  are  to.  be  realized,  at  no  distant 
day,  throughout  the  country  which  he  loved  so 
well. 

Mr.  Lovejot  was  an  intensely  loyal  man. 
From  the  commencement  of  hostilities  to  the  hour 
of  his  death  his  energies  were  devoted  with  all 
the  strength  of  his  abilities  and  with  an  undevi- 
ating  assiduity  to  the  crushing  out  of  the  rebel- 
lion, and  to  the  restoration  of  the  supremacy  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws  over  every  State 
and  Territory  of  the  Union .  Surely  such  a  record 
is  worth  living  for. 

In  the  social  circle  Mr.  Lovejot  was  ever  wel- 
conrte.  Frank,  generous,  genial,  full  of  wit  and 
humor,  he  could  always  ••  set  the  table  in  a  roar," 
and  spread  a  glow  of  kindly  feeling  wherever  he 
moved. 

Butheisgone!  "The  places  that  once  knew  him 
will  knowhim  no  more  forever."  "The  silver  cord 
is  loosed,  the  golden  bowl  is  broken,  the  pitcher 
is  broken  at  the  fountain,  the  wheel  is  broken 
lat  the  cistern.  He  has  gone  to  his  long  home, 
and  the  mourners  go  about  the  streets.  The  dust 
shall  return  to  the  earth  as  it  was;  and  the  spirit 
shall  return  unto  God  who  gave  it."  His  seat  is 
vacant;  his  robust  and  manly  form  lies  stark  and 
motionless  in  its  narrow  house.  The  eye  is  dim, 
the  ear  is  deaf,  the  tongue  is  silent,  and  the  heart 
is  still.  And  this  is  all  that  is  left  to  us  of  Owen 
'.Lovejot. 

Mr.  Speaker,  death  to  most  men  is  ever  an  un- 
welcome visitor.  To  the  aged,  worn  out  with  in- 
firmities and  cares  and  troubles;  to  the  sick  and 
the  wounded,  writhing  under  agonies  from  which 
there  is  no  hope  of  relief;  to  the  unfortunate,  from 
whose  hearts  all  hope  has  been  crushed  out,  death 
may  sometimes  be  hailed  as  a  deliverer,  as  the 
harbinger  of  rest.  But  to  the  man  in  the  full  vigor 
of  mind  and  body,  in  the  very  midst  of  his  hopes, 
his  plans,  and  his  labors,  he  must  be  unwel- 
come. 

So  it  was  with  Mr.  Lovejot.  He  was  in  the 
midst  of  his  career,  with  his  hopes,  his  plans,  his 
aspirations  only  lialf  accomplished.  His  iron  con- 
elitution,  his  robust  health,  his  great  physical 
Strength  gave  him  the  right,  to  nil  human  view, 
to  believe  that  he  had  a  fairer  chance  for  long  life 
than  most  of  his  associates.  Death  seemed  to 
oome  to  hinSi^at  an  unwelcome  moment. 

fe4       .  ■ 


Mr.  Speaker,  this  mournful  event  speaks  in  no 
uncertain  language  to  us.  His  seat  is  vacant  to- 
day: whose  will  be  vacant  to-morrow  ?  This  was 
his  turn:  on  whose  shoulder  will  death  fix  his  icy 
linger  next?  You  and  I,  sir,  are  here  to-day: 
where  shall  we  be  to-morrow? 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  mourn  not  for  our  departed 
brother  "  as  those  without  hope."  Mr.  Lovejot 
was  a  Christian.  He  had  chosen  that  better  part 
that  shall  not  be  taken  away  from  him,  neither  in 
this  life  nor  the  life  to  come.  We  trust  he  had 
cherished  the  hope  and  the  faith  which  he  had  so 
long  preached  to  others,  and  that  that  hope  and 
that  faith  were  his  solace  in  his  passage  through 
the  dark  valley  and  shadow  of  death,  and  accom- 
panied him  to  that  other  and  better  land  "  where 
the  wicked  cease  from  troubling  and  where  the 
weary  are  at  rest." 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  on  Friday  night 
last  the  immortal  spirit  of  Owen  Lovejot  passed 
from  earth.  This  sad  message,  borne  on  the 
lightning's  wing,  carried  sorrow  to  the  hearts  of 
millions.  In  his  death  the  nation  has  lost  one  of 
its  ablest,  most  accomplished,  and  eloquent  sons, 
the  slave  a  faithful  friend,  and  true  democracy  a 
cherished  defender. 

I  was  not  at  his  bedside,  and  cannot  tell  you 
how  he  died.    The  world  knows  how  he  lived; 
and  such  a  life  I  amsureeouldonly  have  a  fitting 
close  in  a  Christian  death.     Let  us  learn  by  his 
heroic  example  that 
"We  live  in  deeds,  not  years;  In  tliouglits,  not  breaths  ; 
In  reelings,  not  in  figures  on  a  dial.' 
We  should  count  time  by  heart  throbs.     He  most  lives 
Who  thinks  most;  feels  the  noblest,  acts  the  best." 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  death  of  our  friend  was  not 
wholly  unexpected  by  me.  For  more  than  two 
years,  at  our  committee  meetings,  I  have  wit- 
nessed with  anxiety,  month  by  month  and  week 
by  week,  the  fire  of  his  eye  grow  dim  and  the  vi- 
tality of  his  organization  gradually  yield  to  the 
approaching  destroyer.  Though  not  full  of  years, 
he  wslS  crowned  with  honors,  and  descended  to 
the  tomb  with  the  benedictiori  of  a  nation  upon 
his  head.  He  lived  to  see  the  seed  he  had  sown 
ripen  into  grain  ready  for  the  harvest.  He  saw 
the  dawning  of  the  morn  so  longand  so  anxiously 
looked  for  by  the  friends  of  freedom  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  but  he  was  not  permitted  to  remain 
with  us  to  join  in  the  general  song  of  joy  Which 
aviraits  the  triumph  that  ere  long  shall  regenerate 
the  nation.  That  Providence  which  cannot  err, 
has,  for  wise  purposes,  called  our  friend  and 
brother  to  his  reward.  While  we  sorrow  for  our 
loss  and  sympathize  with  his  bereaved  family  in 
their  deep  affliction,  we  can  truthfully  and  with 
exultation  say: 

"The  great  work  laid  upon  his  manly  years 
Is  done,  and  well  done.    If  we  drop  our  tears. 
Who  loved  him  as  few  men  were  ever  loved, 

We  mourn  no  blighted  hope  nor  broken  plan 
With  him  whose  life  stands  rounded  and  approved 

In  Uie  full  growth  and  stature  of  a  man." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Speaker,  not  until  we 
assembled  here  to-day  had  I  expected  to  take  any 
part  in  the  present  proceedings;  but  I  feel  it  a 
duty  and  privilege  to  add  a  word  to  the  bulk,  if 
nothing  more,  of  what  has  been  already  so  elo- 
quently said  in  relation  to  our  late  associate. 

No  one  could  know  much  of  the  deceased  with- 
outatonceperceivingthathe  wasaman  of  marked 
characteristics.  Ready,  resolute,  and  vigorous, 
he  was  ever  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  often  rose  to 
the  higher  keys  of  eloquence,' argument,  and  wit. 
He  was  eminently  a  man  of  true  courage,  moral 
and  physical,  and  never  flinched  from  the  main- 
tenance of  his  convictions  or  the  protection  of  the 
oppressed,  however  fiercely  ns.sailud.  When  the 
storms  of  opposition  raged  most  furiously,  then 
he  appeared  like  the  rock  secure  and  unmoved  on 
its  base. 

I  have  seen  him  discoursing  in  the  open  air 
among  the  people  of  his  own  district,  and,  take 
him  all  in  all,  I  have  been  disposed  to  regard  him, 
prolific  as  our  country  is  in  this  class  of  oratorSj 
as  without  an  equal  before  a  popular  audience. 


Almost  from  the  start  he  seemed  to  exert  a  match- 
less power,  swaying  his  hearers  to  and  fro  at  his 
will  as  with  the  wand  of  a  magician.  Fertile  in 
all  the  resources  of  logic  and  persuasion,  he  also 
abounded  in  humor  and  those  sallies  of  wit  v/hich 
make  a  public  speaker  both  feared  and  loved. 

But  I  have  seen  him  in  his  own  family,  and  it 
was  there  his  virtues  appeared  to  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage. There  he  possessed  the  unbounded 
confidence  and  affection  of  a  beloved  wife  and  a 
large  family,  who  were  cultured  and  trained  to 
all  the  generous  hospitalities  of  social  life,  and  to 
all  the  duties  of  Christianity,  blended  with  the 
perpetual  sunshine  of  his  own  genial  humor. 
Here  he  had  made  up  and  was  sijrrounded  by  all 
we  understand  by  the  comprehensive  word  home  ! 
He  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  here;  there  h&  will 
never  be  forgotten. 

Mr.  ODELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  some  days  since 
a  distinguished  member  of  this  body  announced 
to  me  his  intention  of  going  North  for  a  time*to 
recruit  his  health.  I  felt,  sir,  then  that  I  was  con- 
versing for  the  last  time  with  one  of  my  brother 
members  of  this  House.  It  was  clearly  evident 
to  my  mind  that  death  had  marked  him  for  his 
victim.  1  fully  realized  that  our  hands  were 
clasped  in  friendship  for  the  last  time.  He  left 
the  succeeding  day,  and  1  saw  his  arrival  an- 
nounced in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent  in  part  upon  this  floor.  He 
went  to  the  home  of  his  friend  and  mine.  With 
more  than  ordinary  interest  I  looked  into  the  local 
papers  to  see  if  our  friend  was  realizing  his  ex- 
pectations. Soon,  very  soon,  news  came  that  he 
was  rapidly  sinking.  On  Friday  last  1  received 
intelligence  that  he  was  past  recovery.  I  tele- 
graphed at  once  to  my  brother  to  call  upon  him, 
and  if  proper  to  convey  to  him  my  heartfelt  and 
kindly  sympathy.  The  message  v/as  too  late. 
"The  strongman  had  fallen  on  sleep;"  his  spirit 
had  taken  its.flight;  he  had  passed  away  beyond 
the  reach  or  need  of  humai?  sympathy  to  the  en- 
joyment of  the  sympathies  of  the  redeemed  around 
the  Throne.  Soon  after  I  had  sent  my  telegram, 
you,  sir,  announced  in  this  Hall  the  death  of  Hon. 
Owen  Lovejot. 

My  apology  forintrudingmyself  upon  this  sol- 
emn occasion  is  in  the  fact  that  he  died  in  my  dis- 
trict, in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  my  home, 
and  was  attended  in  his  last  days  by  our  mutual 
friends. 

And  here  permit  me  to  say  that  but  few  public 
hien  had  more  ardent  admirers  or  warmer  friends 
in  the  city  of  Brooklyn  than  our  deceased  brother. 
I  first  met  him  upon  the  floor  of  this  House 
at  the  extra  session  of  .the  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, called  by  the  President  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1861.  I  deem  it  due  to  myself  to  say  rliat  from 
the  widely  different  political  views  we  entertained 
I  was  strongly  prejudiced  against  him.  But,  sir, 
I  am  glad  to  say  here  that  it  required  but  a  few 
days  of  personal  intercourse  for  these  prejudices 
to  disappear  and  vanish  away.  In  the  discharge 
of  his  official  duties  he  was  a  fearless  and  persist- 
ent advocate  of  what  he  thought  was  right,  and 
was  always  courteous  to  his  colleagues  in  debate. 
He  was  ever  foremost  in  support  of  measures  to 
suppress  the  rebellion.  That,  to  my  mind,  was 
with  him  paramount  to  the  one  question  which 
had  so  long  been  his  aim  and  object  in  iniblicand 
private  life.  His  views  upon  tlie  peculiar  insti- 
tution of  the  country  he  often  told  me  were  now 
subservient  to  the  paramount  duty  of  the  nation, 
the  putting  down  by  military  power  the  enemies 
of  our  country;  he  believing  that  when  tlus  was  ac- 
complished the  object  and  purpose  of  his  life,  for 
which  he  had  so  earnestly  labored,  would  also  be 
accomplished. 

His  love  of  country  was  most  strongly  marked; 
his  patriotism  none  could  doubt.  I  am  authorized 
to  say  that  the  Executive  had  in  our  departed  as- 
sociate at  all  times  a  warm  supporter  of  every 
measure  which  had  for  its  aim  the  restoration 
of  the  Government.  Socially  I  ever  found  hira 
genial,  frank,  and  outspoken;  with  n(^Tian  upon 
this  floor  were  my  relations  more  pleasant  and 
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agreeable;  He  was  ut  all  t^mes  ihe  Christian 
geiulemnn. 

Oneof  hia  colleagues  wlio  had  long  known  him 
in  both  public  and  plivaie  life,  and  who  is  his 
political  opponent,  said  to  mu  last  niglit  that 
Owen  Lovejot  was  an  honest  num.  In  any  age 
of  the  world  this  were  high  praise;  but  in  these 
degenerate  times,  when  peculation  and  fraud 
abound,  when  the  whole  nation  seems  demoral- 
ized, such  a  reputation  is  of  priceless  worth. 
Happy  will  it  be  for  lis  who  survive  him,  if  when 
our  earthly  work  is  done  the  same  record  shall  be 
ours. 

Our  friend  has  closed  his  earthly  career.  His 
brief  (lays  of  life  have  suddenly  ended.  We  shall 
no  more  hear  in  this  Hall  his  clear,  ringing  voice, 
ill  words  of  more  than  ordinary  power  and  elo- 
quence; we  shall  never  again  look  upon  his  ro- 
bust and  manly  person. 

In  relation  to  the  closing  scenes  of  his  life  I 
learn  from  home  this  morning  that  his  dissolu- 
tion was  calm'nnd  peaceful.  He  died  resting  upon 
the  promises  of  that  gospel  which  he  had  for  so 
many  years  of  his  earlier  life  preached  toothers. 
His  la.st  day.<(  were  soothed  by  the  presence  of  a 
devoted  wife  and  loving  daughter.  He  died  away 
from  home,  in  a  strange  city,  but  administered  to 
asd  surrounded  by  kind  friends. 

I  would,  Mr.  Speaker,  take  to  my  own  heart 
the  lesson  taught  by  this  sudden  demise  of  the 
brevity  of  human  life.  It  clearly  indicates  to  us 
all  that  our  life  is  as  "  a  vapor  that  appeareth  for 
a  little  time  and  then  vanisheth  away."  It  warns 
us  in  the  midst  of  our  exciting  duties,  even  here 
in  the  council  chambers  of  the  nation,  so  to  live 
in  humble  dependence  upon  God,  with  faith  in 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  when  our  labors 
are  ended  we  also  may  have*  clear  title  to  an  in- 
heritance that  is  incorruptible  and  that  fadeth  not 
away. 

The  resolutions  offered  by  my  honored  friend 
from  Illinois  have  my  hearty  accord. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
have  been  desired  by  my  associates  of  the  Com- 
mittee forthe  District  of  Columbia,  of  which  our 
deceased  friend  and  brother  was  chairman,  to  ex- 
press in  their  behalf  the  sentiments  they  enter- 
tain in  respect  to  hi§  life  and  character. 

For  myself,  I  never  met  Mr.  Lovejot  until  the 
commencementof  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
He  had  been  known  to  me  by  reputation,  as  he 
had^I  believe,  by  every  man  of  ordinary  intelli- 
gence throughout  the  great  Republic,  as  a  man  of 
marked  and  positive  character,  entertaining  ele- 
vated though  sometimes  extreme  ideas,  antl  who 
exerted  all  the  powers  of  his  intellect  to  impress 
his  convictions  upon  others.  Confiding  in  their 
correctness,  with  that  positive  character  which 
pertained  to  his  nature,  he  doubtless  sometimes 
urged  his  views  so  persistently  as  to  excite  the 
censure  of  those  with  whom  he  was  brought  in 
contact  or  association. 

I  supposed,  sir,  until  I  knew  him,  that  he  had 
not  only  an  ardent  but  a  vindictive  temper;  that 
he  was  rough  and  savage  in  hia  nature.  I  knew 
his  intense  hatred  of  slavery,  and  I  supposed  that 
the  fact  that  his  murdered  brother  had  fallen  in 
his  arms  years  ago,  as  the  first  sacrifice  in  this 
country  to  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  its  denun- 
ciation of  human  bondage,  had  so  intensified  and 
diffused  his  hate  as  to  give  tone  to  his  entire 
character. 

1  knew  him  as  a  man  of  intellectual  power,  be- 
cause that  appeared  from  his  speeches  in  this 
Hall;  but  it  is  not  from  the  power  of  intellect 
upon  this  floor  that  we  are  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment of  character.  Intellect  is  sometimes  cold, 
icy,unnffccted  by  human  sympathy,  and  indiffer- 
ent to  human  suffering.  It  was  only  when  we 
cume  together  in  our  committee-room,  where  the 
formalities  which  prevail  here  arc  laid  aside,  and 
in  frank-intercourse  men  ^;xprcs3  their  sentiments, 
that  we  from  whom  our  ^ssociate  has  been  taken 
away  found  that  the  hight^t  intellect  was  com- 
bined with  childlike  simplicity  of  character.  No 
man  ever  possessed  a  more  liridly  or  genial  na- 
ture than  Owen  Lovejot.  He  vas  ever  nitiiable 
and  gentle,  always  ready  to  do  Tull  and  ample 
justice,  to  listen  patiently  to  those  who  sought 
redreHs  of  wrong,  yet  never  willing  to  yield  one 
jot  or  tii|^e  of  tiint  high  principle  which  ho  ap- 
plied to  Uie  governmont  of  his  actions. 

Allusion  has  boon  made,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  tho 


eloquent  gentleman  from  Illinois  to  some  of  the 
incidents  of  the  early  life  of  Mr.  Lovejot.  He 
was  born  dependent.  By  his  own  labor  in  the 
field  he  acquired  the  means  for  even  a  classic  ed- 
ucation. It  is  one  of  the  crowning  glories  of  our 
Government  and  institutions,  of  which  he  was  so 
loyal  and  able  a  defender  and  advocate,  that  they 
open  the  pathway  of  the  poor  young  man  to  the 
halls  of  learning,  and,  tearing  down  every  barrier 
to  advancement,  bid  him  cultivate  his  intellectual 
powers  for  the  benefitof  his  country  and  his  race. 

As  an  advocate  of  human  freedom,  Mr.  Love- 
jot's  name  was  known  through  the  civilized 
world;  and  probably  no  man  in  this  entire  coun- 
try was  more  universally  admired,  for  the  bold- 
ness with  which  he  expressed  his  sentiments  and 
his  inflexible  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  than 
Owen  Lovejot. 

In  social  life  I  scarcely  ever  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  him;  but  from  what  I  know  of  the  sim- 
plicity of  his  character,  his  kindness,  his  genial 
nature,  and  his  firm'  integrity,  I  doubt  not  that 
hia  home  and  his  fireside  were  ever  cheered  and 
made  happy  by  his  presence,  and  that  he,  when 
ho  was  called  to  rest, 

"Like  one. that  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  eoueh 
About  him,  lay  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 

Mr.  Speaker,  death,  which  has  come  to  him, 
must  come  to  all.  Despotic  power  may  rear  no 
barrier  at  its  palace  gates  to  stay  death's  entrance. 
Through  frowning  walls,  behind  the  bars  and 
bolts  of  the  prisons  of  the  State,  into  the  darkest, 
deepest  dungeon  of  the  meanest  criminal,  death 
will  find  its  way.  The  monarch  on  his  throne, 
the  vassal  in  the  hall,  the  peasant  in  his  cottage, 
the  bondman  in  his  chains,  the  legislator  in  his 
seat,  must  die.  Death  is  and  ever  has  been  the 
universal,  the  inexorable,  the  immutable  law  and 
condition  of  organic  life.  God  has  written  in  His 
own  autograph,  upon  the  enduring  rocks  and 
mountains  of  the  globe,  in  language  that  science 
has  interpreted  for  the  benefit  of  our  race,  the 
history  of  order  after  order  and  generation  after 
generation  of  organic  and  animal  life,  which  for 
untold  ages  before  the  ingress  of  man  lived,  died, 
and  sank  into  the  earth's  bosom. 

Yet  though  under  the  mandate  of  this  stern, 
original  law  man  enters  the  grave, 

"  Legions  of  angels  can't  confine  him  there." 

The  portals  of  the  tomb  but  open  on  the  path- 
way to  a  new  life,  and  we  enter  there  with  all  the 
capacity  for  enjoyment  or  suffering  which  we 
have  created  for  ourselves  by  our  performance 
or  neglect  of  duty  here.  Who  can  doubt  that 
Owen  Lovejot  has  passed  to  his  reward.'  Per- 
haps, sir,  death  came  suddenly  and  unexpect- 
edly. Often  it  comes  unheralded;  it  comes  in  the 
midnight  hour;  it  comes  in  the  morning's  dawn; 
it  comes  in  the  miasma  of  t^le  atmosphere;  it 
comes  in  the  flash  of  the  lightning,  with  step  un- 
seen, unheard. 

"  Leaves  have  their  time  to  fall. 
And  flowers  to  wither  at  the  north  wind's  breath, 

And  stars  to  set ;  but  all, 
Tliou  hast  all  seasons  (or  tlilue  own,  O  Death." 

Sir,  death  to  Mr.  Lovejot  came  not  in  fear. 
He  had  no  reason  to  fear  it.  It  was  nature's  law. 
My  eloquent  friend,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Ashlet,]  told  us  truly  that  life  is  meas- 
ured by  actions,  not  by  years;  and  he  who  in 
life,  whether  short  or  long,  has  aided  in  the  ele- 
vation of  his  race,  has  relieved  human  suffering, 
has  fed  the  hungry,  clothed  the  naked,  and  lifted 
the  shackles  from  the  slave,  has  lived  well,  and, 
no  matter  when  he  dies,  dies  nobly.  The  life  of 
our  friend  was  a  life  of  duty  conscientiously  per- 
formed, and  to  him  I  may  apply  the  language  of 
the  poet; 

"  Life's  duty  done,  as  sinks  the  cUy, 
Light  from  its  load  the  spirit  flies, 
While  heaven  and  earth  combine  to  sa.r, 
'  How  blessed  the  good  man  when  he  diet.' " 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  just 
returned  from  a  long  journey,  and  it  is  only  since 
I  came  into  the  Hall  this  morning  that  I  received 
an  intimation  that  1  was  to  speak  on  this  mourn- 
ful occasion.  My  few  words  shall  be  the  sympa- 
thetic utterances  of  a  mourning  friend  rather  than 
those  of  a  classic  eulogist.  I  had  the  honor  of  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  deceased,  having 
shared  the  bounteous  hospitality  of  his  western 
home,  and  at  his  bedside  in  this  city  I  strove  to 
drink  in  the  inspiration  of  his  spirit. 

But  n  few  weeks  since,  in  hia  ■ick-room,  I  ex- 


pressed fears  for  his  recovery.  I  saw  the  team 
course  down  his  manly  cheek  as  he  said,  "Ah  ! 
God's  will  be  done,  but  I  have  been  laboring, 
voting,  and  praying  for  twenty  years  that  I  might 
see  the  great  day  of  freedom  which  is  so  nenr  and 
which  1  hopeGod  will  letme  live  to  rejoice  in.  I 
want  a  vote  on  my  bill  for  the  destruction  of  slavery 
root  and  branch."  He  saw  the  sun  of  national 
liberty  but  in  its  rising  when  he  hoped  to  gaze  on 
it  with  raptures  initsmidnoon  splendor;  but  mys- 
teriously has  God  called  him  above  the  storm- 
clouds  of  war,  bringing  rest  to  hia  weary  spirit, 
and  new  vision,  wfth  an  exchange  of  the  sorrows 
of  earth  for  the  joys  of  heaven.  A  Christian  and 
a  hero  has  gone  home  where  there  will  be  a  mul- 
titude to  welcome  and  no  one  wronged  to  con- 
front him. 

As  I  review  his  eventful  life  I  am  constrained 
to  believe  that  had  he  died  thirty  years  ago  the 
world  would  have  said.  We  have  lost  a  promising 
scholar.  Had  his  decease  been  twenty  years  since 
he  would  have  been  called  a  fanatic  by  almost 
universal  acclaim.  Had  he  left  the  world  ten 
years  since  the  narrow  circle  in  which  he  moved 
would  have  felt  the  loss  of  an  obscure  free-soil 
candidate  for  Congress  and  a  Congregational 
minister.  But  what  have  ten  years  of  noble,  he- 
roic devotion  to  freedom  achieved  I  The  clergy- 
man by  leaving  his  flock  for  the  promising  field 
which  invited  his  labors  is  justified.  A  man 
and  a  citizen  before  a  minister,  he  proved  that  his 
politics  were  consistent  with  and  not  derogatory 
to  Christian  and  ministerial  character,  following 
the  example  ^  Mayhcw,  Cooper,  and  Wither- 
spoon  of  our  early  days,  who  Were  not  more  emi- 
nent in  the  pulpit  than  learned  and  useful  as  legis- 
lators, neitherof  whom  made  apology  fora  change 
of  avocation  when  they  might  speak  fora  nation 
in  the  forum  and  espouse  the  cause  of  liberty  for 
the  world.  Our  friend  loved  peace,  and  accepted 
the  arbitrament  of  the  sword  only  as  a  dire  neces- 
sity. In  his  holy  hate  for  the  rebellion ,  and  slavery, 
.its  cause,  he  was 

"  For  the  peace  which  rings  out  from  the  cannon's  tliroat, 
And  the  suasion  of  shot  and  shell, 
Till  rebellion's  spirit  Is  trampled  down 
To  the  depths  of  Us  kindred  hell." 

And  then  for  his  country  there  was  the  ideal  of 
the  church,  "  beautiful  as  Tirzah,  comely  as"  Jeru- 
salem, and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners," 
to  which  he  was  consecrated.  The  witnesses 
of  his  early  and  later  devotion  made  him  as  eyes 
to  the  blind,  feet  to  the  lame;  and  the  cause  which 
he  knew  not  he  searched  out.  His  home  was  his 
castle,  where  he  gave  assurance  of  shelter  and 
defense  to  the  escaped  from  the  southern  prison- 
house,  who  were  thousands,  and  he  caused  the 
widow's  heart  to  sing  for  joy,  while  the  blessing 
of  many  ready  to  perish  fell  on  him. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  too  early  to  pronounce  the 
eulogy  on  our  deceased  brother.  Respice  Jinem; 
wait  till  the  ripening  of  that  of  which  he  sowed  the 
seed.  Give  time  to  gather  up  the  great  thoughts 
first  expressed  in  the  log  school-house,  which 
gathered  volume,  reechoed  from  the  pulpit,  and, 
taken  up  by  the  telegraph  and  the  press  as  from 
the  statesman,  true  to  his  convictions  and  the 
fearless  unapproached  orator.  The  glory  of  his 
life  and  the  grandeur  of  his  character  will  be  un- 
appreciated until  the  last  shackle  falls  from  tho" 
slave  and  the  muse  of  history  asks  for  those  who 
were  of  the  first  to  strike  for  the  poor  and  end 
their  life  with  humane  and  Christian  devotion. 

It  is  well  expressed,  Owen  Lovejot  was  no 
ordinary  man.  In  the  stern  period  of  our  his- 
tory, breasting  prejudice  and  obloquy,  he  rose  to 
that  proud  distinction  to  which  the  impassioned 
eloquence  of  this  morning  is  a  fitting  accord .  His 
marked  characteristics  were  evinced  in  firmness 
like  his  native  mountains,  and  there  was  a  scopo 
of  mind  which  seemed  to  borrow  breadth  and 
beauty  of  imagery  from  the  expanse  of  his  prairie 
home,  carpeted  with  tssteful  and  floral  decoration. 
Above  all,  he  died  a  Christian.  With  more  than 
the  honors  of  a  conqueror  will  his  dust  rest  in 
sepulture  amo;ig  the  people  by  whom  he  was  so 
ardently  loved,  and  his  soul,  ascending  to  his  God, 
would,  if  it  might  speak  to  us,  counsel.  Love  your 
country,  remember  her  despised  poor,  and  if  you 
would  rescue  anything  from  the  wreck  of  time, 
lay  it  up  in  God. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  own  indis- 
position renders  it  entirely  impossible  for  mo  to 
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attempt  to  add  anytliing  to  the  eloquent  words 
spoken  here  to-day  of  our  deceased  colleague. 
I  will  not  attempt  it.  I  will  only  say  that  in  look- 
ing over  our  country  to-day,  among  all  the  brave 
and  eloquent  and  noble  men,  both  in  civil  and 
■military  life,  who  are  seeking  to  uphold  the  flag 
of  our  country,  there  lives  no  truer,  nobler,  braver 
heart  than  that  which  beat  in-  the  breast  of  Owen 

LoVEJOY. 

One  incident  in  his  life,  which  I  shall  never  for- 
get, has  been  recalled  to-day.  More  than  twenty 
years  ago,  the  first  time  that  I  ever  sawMr.  Love- 
307, 1  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him  in  the  city 
;it»f  Chicago  speak  upon  the  subject  which  always 
Is.y  near  to  his  heart,  the  subject  of  liberty  to  the 
slave;  and  I  heard  him  on  that  occasion  describe, 
in  words  the  eloquence  of  which  has  not  yet 
faded  from  my  mind,  the  scene  of  his  brother's 
death,  that  brotiier  who  fell  a  martyr  to  liberty 
and  liberty  of  the  press.  And  I  remember  that 
after  describing  the  scene  of  that  death  in  words 
that  stirred  every  heart,  he  said  that  he  went  a 
pilgrim  to  his  brother's  grave,  and,  kneeling  upon 
the  sod  beneath  which  sleeps  that  brother,  he 
swore  by"  the  everlasting  God  eternal  hostility  to 
tSfrican  slavery.  Well  and  nobly  has  he  kept  that 
;oath;  and  when  the  scene  of  these  days  shall  liave 
passed,  when  peace  shall  once  more  be  restored 
to  our  country,  when  the  historian  shall  write 
wpon  his  records  the  names  of  those  who  have 
done  most  to  accomplish  the  great  desideratum 
for  which  he  lived,  the  destruction  of  African 
slavery,  in  my  judgment  he  will  record  the  name 
of  no  man  who  has  done  more  than  Owen  Loye- 

JOY. 

Sir,  it  is  too  early  to  write  his  epitaph  or  to 
pronounce  his  eulogy.  When  this  civil  war  shall 
have  been  ended,  when  our  country  shall  be  once 
more  restored  to  unity  based  upon  liberty,  then 
full  and  complete  justice  will  be  done  to  Owen 
Lovejoy. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  reaolutions;and 
they  were  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  appointed  the  following  as  the 
committee  authorized  by  the  resolutions:  Messrs, 
Farnsworth,  Rice  of  Maine,  and  Ross. 
And  thereupon  (at  five  minutes  past  three  o'clock 
,  m.)  the  House  adjourned.  • 
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IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  March  29,  1864. 

■  Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

"'■y-he  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PKTITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  offer  a  petition  from  a  com- 
mittee of  the  German  Radical  National  Club  of 
Philadelphia,  in  which  they  set  forth  certain  ob- 
jections at  length,  being  seven  in  number,  to  the 
amnesty  proclamation  of  the  President  and  his 
propose^  system  of  reconstruction,  and  they  con- 
clude by  calling  upon  Congress  to  provide  by 
:Bome  effective  legislation  against  the  evils  which 
they  think  will  come  from  carrying  out  the  policy 
of  the  President.  As  the  whole  subject  of  recon- 
struction has  already  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  I  ask  that  this  petition 
may  have  that  destination. 

TheVICE  PRESIDENT.  That  reference  will 
|iie  made. 
««Mi  REPORT  PROM  A  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Charles  F.  Anderson,  architect, 
praying  for  compensation  for  his -time,  labor,  and 
professional  knowledge  and  skill  employed  in  con- 
ceiving, devising,  and  preparing  plans  for  the  ex- 
tension, enlargement,  and  improvement  of  the 
Capitol  building,  submitted  a  report  accompanied 
by  a  bill  (S.  No.  207)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  F. 
Anderson.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  205) 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
tQ  the  Governor  of  Minnesota,  or  his  authorized 
agent,  the  further  costs,  cliargea,  and  expenses 
incurred  in  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  within 
that  State,  and  upon  its  borders,  in  the  year  1862; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
Ihe  Oommittea  on  Military  Aflaira  and  the  Militia. 


NAVY-YARD  ON  TUB  DELAWARE. 

Mr.  COWAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  206) 
for  the  establishment  of  a  navy-yard  and  naval 
depot  on  the  Delaware  river;  which  was  read, 
twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill  at  length.     I  should  like  to  hear  it. 

The  Secretary  read  it.  It  authorizes  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  construct  a  navy-yard  and 
naval  depot  on  the  Delaware  river  at  such  place 
as  shall  be  most  advantageous  to  the  Government 
and  the  public  service,  taking  into  account  the 
advantages  of  location  and  egonon^y  of  construc- 
tion. The  location  of  the  navy-yard  and  naval 
depot  is  to  be  fixed  within  the  limits  named  by  a 
commission  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  to  consist  of  seven  scientific  and 
practical  men,  none  of  whom  is  to  reside  or  own 
lands  within  fifty  miles  of  the  Delaware  river  or 
bay;  and  a  report  of  a  majority  of  the  commis- 
sion, when  approved  by  theSecretary  of  theNavy 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  is  to  be 
final. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

ARREST  OF  WILLIAM  YOCUM. 

Mr.  DAVIS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire 
and  report  to  the  Senate  whether  or  not  William  Yocum, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  lale  u  resident  of  Cairo,  ia 
or  not  confined  inthe  penitentiary  of  New  York,  situated  in 
Albany,  or  some  other  prison,  by  and  under  the  sentence  or 
a  military  court,  for  wliicli  the  said  William  Yocum  has  re- 
ceived the  full  and  unconditional  pardon  of  tlie  President 
of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  said  committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Let  that  lie  over.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  is  not  now 
present. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  bfting 
made,  it  will  lie  over  under  the  rule.    • 

CHARLES  L.  NELSON. 
Mr.  CLARK.     I  move  that  the  Senate  now 

firoceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
ief  of  Charles  L.  Nelson.  Itis  a  small  bill,  and 
will  not  take  any  time. 

The  motion  wasagreedio;  and  the  bill  (S.  No. 
197)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  L.  Nelson  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  to  Charles  L.  Nelson  §308  for  his  ser- 
vices as  agent  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor 
of  Burlington,  Vermont,  from  January  15,  1853, 
to  April  2, 1853,  inclusive,  at  four  dollars  per  day. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  move  to  take  up  Senate  bill  No. 
43,  relating  to  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill,  which  had  been  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  re- 
ported with  amendments. 

Mr.  FOOT.  There  are  two  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  which  are  the  amend- 
ments adopted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  when 
the  bill  Was  under  consideration  before  it  was  re- 
committed. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
line  eleven,  after  the'word  "Washington,"  to  in- 
sert "except  those  connected  with  the  extension 
of  the  Treasury  buildings;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  all  appropriations  hereafter  made  for  the  public 
buildings  and  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  except  those  connected  with  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Treasury  buildings,  shall  be  disbursed  l)y 
Eaid  Commissioner,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  fourteen,  after 
the  word  "  appropriation,"  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

And  the  office  of  said  Commissioner  shall  be  under  the 
supervision  and  control  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  FOOT.  That  was  also  adopted  before  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 


Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  The  Senator  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Hendricks]  is  very  anxious  to  be 
heard  on  this  subject,  and  as  he  is  not  now  in  his 
seat  1  should  be  glad  to  have  this  bill  postponed 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  FOOT.  The  Senntorfrom  Indiana  is  some- 
where about  the  Chamber.  He  has  been  in  his 
seat  since  the  opening  of  the  Senate,  and  was  with 
me  in  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  this  morn- 
ing. I  would  not  call  up  the  bill  for  consideration 
in  his  absence.  I  have  delayed  it  an  entire  week 
in  consequence  of  his  absence.  1  should  regard 
that  as  due  in  courtesy  to  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana as  a  member  of  the  committee  that  reported 
this  bill.     I  see  that  he  is  now  present. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  not  unaware  of  the  diffi- 
culty which  very  often  attends  any  attempt  to  dis- 
continue or  get  rid  of  an  office  or  agency  under  the 
Government,  however  unnecessary  or  however 
useless  it  may  have  become,  and  especially  if  it 
be  an  office  or  agency  that  pays  well  to  the  incum- 
bent of  it.  In  fact,  the  more  useless  it  is,  except 
for  the  salary  of  the  incumbent  of  the  office,  the 
greater  the  difficulty  I  have  sometimes  thoughtin 
getting  rid  of  it;  and  the  case  before  us,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  not  an  unapt  illustration  of  this  general 
remark. 

Since  the  1st  of  July  last,  and  then  for  the  first 
lime,  we  have  had  what  is  termed  in  liis  commis- 
sion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  a  general 
superintendentoftheCapitolextension,&c.,  with 
a  salary  stipulated  and  fixed  by  the  Secretary  at 
^2,500  a  year,  and  with  the  privilege  of  a  clerk- 
ship, which  is  also  filled,at  j|l,600a  year,  making 
the  sum  of  ^4,100  annually  for  this  general  su- 
perintendency  now  of  the  Capitol  extension  and 
dome.  The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  who 
have  had  the  subject  in  charge  and  under  consid- 
eration, have  thoughtand  are  of  opinion  that  there 
is  no  necessity  for  this  office  or  agency,  and  con- 
sequently no  occasion  for  this  additional  cost  to 
the  Government.  The  committee  have  thought, 
and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  duties,  whatever  they 
are,  of  this  office  or  agency  may  as  well  be  per- 
formed by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings; 
and  the  sole  purpose  of  this  bill  is  to  commit  these 
duties  to  the  Commissioner,  and  thus  to  dispense 
with  this  office  or  agency  of  general  superintend- 
ent, and  its  cost. of  $4,100  a  year,  as  beino;  wholly 
unnecessary.  That  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, whether  right  or  wrong. 

I  have  endeavored  on  a  former  occasion  briefly 
to  show  that  there  was  really  no  necessity  far  this 
office  and  this  additional  expense.  I  will  not  re- 
peat what  I  have  before  said  on  that  point. 

But  there  is  another  question  of  legal  right  and 
authority  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior to  make  such'an  appointment,  to  create 
such  an  office.  When  this  subject  was  before  the 
Senate  some  weeks  ago,  and  I  was  making  some 
remarks  in  reference  to  this  appointment,  speak- 
ing of  it  as  a  mere  agency,  not  an  office  known 
to  the  law  or  whose  duties  were  prescribed  by 
any  law,  my  colleague  put  the  inquiry ,  and  a  very 
appropriate  and  pertinent  inquiry  it  was  too,  out  ' 
of  what  fund  this  general  superintendent  was  paid, 
and  by  whose  authority  >  My  answer  to  that  in- 
quiry was  at  the  time,  and  correctly  I  think,  that 
the  superintendent,  was  paid  out  of  theappropria- 
t'lon  for  the  Capitol  extension  and  dome,  and  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  or  under  his  di- 
rection. 

Thatinqtiiry suggests thefurtherquestion,what  . 
authority  of  law,  or  of  usage,  if  you  please,  has 
the  Secretary  to  make  this  appointment  of  a  gen- 
eral superintendent,  stipulating  for  and  fixing  his 
salary  at  $2,500  a  year,  and  paying  it  out  of  the 
Capitol  appropriation  fund.'  I  am  of  opinion, 
Mr.  President,  that  this  appointment  is  without 
authority  of  law,  and  without  authority  of  usage 
or  practice,  as  well  as  being  unnecessary  at  Ihe 
present  time. 

From  the  commencement  of  these  works  upon 
the  extension  of  the  Ca]iitol,  now  some  thirteen 
years,  and  through  all  its  progress  up  to  the  1st  of 
July  last,  there  has  never  been  an  appointment  as 
an  original  appointment,  with  a  fixed  salary  by  the 
power  making  the,  appointment,  until  the  1st  of 
July  last.  This  is  the  first  instance  of  such  an 
appointment  as  an  original  independent  appoint- 
ment with  a  fixed  salary  at  ^2,500  a  year  or  any 
other  salary,  and  a  clerkship  in  addition  at  (!^1,6()0 
a  year  or  any  other  salary.  From  1853  to  1861  i 
the  sufiervision  of  the  Cnpitol  extension  and  dome  - 
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•^as  in  the  War  Depftrtment  by  order  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  itsimmediate  super- 
vision was  placed  under  an  officer  of  the  Army. 
General  Meigs  was  detailed  from  the  engineer 
corps  and  assigned  to  this  special  duty,  which  he 

ferformed  for  about  eight  years,  from  April,  1853, 
think,  until  April  or  May,  1861;  and  performed 
it,  I  will  say,  with  signal  ability,  skill,  and  suc- 
cess, and  without  ever  having  received  one  dollar 
by  way  of  salary  or  compensation  aside  from  his 
pay  and  allowances  as  an  officer  of  the  Army  and 
according  to  his  rank,  which  at  that  time  was  that 
of  captain  of  engineers. 

I  say  again  there  is  no  authority  that  I  can  find, 
by  law  on  your  statute-books,  of  usage  or  of  prac- 
tice, for  this  appointment,  of  a  general  superintend- 
ent, and  fixing  his  salary,  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
power  making  the  appointment;  and  in  this  in- 
stance it  has  not  even  the  apology  or  excuse  of 
necessiity,  or  of  expediency,  or  of  convenience 
even. 

Mr.  GRIMES.    Nor  of  precedent. 

i      Mr.  FOOT.     Nor  of  precedent,  as  the  Senator 

;well  says.  I  am  aware  of  the  general  rule,  or  the- 
ory, on^doctrine,  if  you  please  to  call  it  so,  that 
where  authority  and  direction  are  given  to  do  a 

■  certain  act,  as  toerect  a  public  building,  as  in  this 
instance;  in  other  words,  where  a  specific  pre- 
Bcribed  duty  is  imposed,  the  authority  to  perform 

ithat  duly  carries  with  it  the  implied  power  of  em- 

jploying  the  necessary  men  toaccomplish  thatact 
or  perform  that  duly;  but  this  implied  power  in 

/practice  under  our  Government  does  not  extend 
beyond  the  employment  of  the  necessary  number 

i  of  laborers,  workmen,  and  the  purchase  of  the 

I  necessary  material,  &c. 

-.     This  implied  power  never  extended  to  the  ap- 

f  poiitlment  of  superintendents  or  agents  or  arch- 

-  itecls,orclerk8even,and  fixing  their  rates  ofcom- 
pensatioUi  TJie  exercise  of  an  implied  power  to 
this  extent  would  indeed  be  a  dangerous  one;  and 
hence  Congress  ha.s  always  taken  care,  and  al- 

-  ways  should  take  care,  to  limit  the  exercise  of 
.  this  implied   power  by  itself  providing  for  such 

clerical  or  executive  or  administrative  forces  as 

may  be  necessary,  and  itself  fixing  the  rales  of 

compensation.     Witness,  for  instance,  for  illus- 

vtration,  in  all  the  Executive  Departments  of  the 

-  Government  no  head  of  a  Department  assumes  to 
appoint  a  clerk  in  his  offic?  except  by  express 
authority  from  Congress.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  cannot  appoint  to  a  clerkship  in  his  own 
office  beyond  the  number,  or  fix  his  compensa- 
tion beyond  the  sum,  authorized  by  express  law. 

I  Then  I  ask  again,  and  emphatically,  by  what 
.authority  does  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  ap- 

-  point  this  superintendenfand  pay  him  $2,500  a 
•  .year  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Capitol  ex- 
..tenston  ? 

-  ^  Let  me  not  be  misunderstood  in  this  as  imputing 
i,to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  any  intentional 
•■-assumption  or  exercise  of  power  or  authority 
vthut  in;  did  not  think  belonged  to  him.    Probably 

*     it  was  an  act  of  inadvertence,  and  the  appoint- 
ment WHS  made  without  examination  as  to  the 
question  of  his  authority  or  right  to  do  so. 
This  isall  I  have  to  say  on  this  subject  in  a-ddi- 

.  .tion  to  what  I  have  said  before. 

■,  Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  have  very  little  to  add 
lo  what  1  felt  it  my  duty  to  say  to  the  Senate 
when  this  bill  wan  before  the  body  on  a  former  oc- 
casion. I  then  ex|)ltiined  the  reasons  why  I  could 
not  support  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont;  why  I  could  notsupportit  in  the 
committee  of  which  he  was  chairman,  nor  in  the 
Senate ;  and  I  have  but  little  to  add  to  what  I  then 

,.Mid. 

.  1  with  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
measure  that  is  before  it.  The  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont has  discussed  it  as  if  it  were  a  bill  to  re- 
move the  present  su|)fcrititendcnt  who  is  in  chargn 

,  of  the  work  on  the  dome  and  the  extension  of  the 
Capitol  and  aqueduct.    That  is  not  the  bill.    The 

-  bill  is  to  take  the  work  from  under  tha  charg«  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  tojjince  it  under 
the  managcnient  and  control  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  liuildings.  The  Senator  who  8up()orts 
the  bill  as.sif^ns  one  reason  for  it — I  know  <»f  but 
one — and  that  reason  is,  tiiat  the  Secretary  of  the 

.;Int'rri'ir,  in  carrying  forward  this  work,  has  ap- 

I  pointed   a  certain   gentleman  superintendent   of 

,     l^hQ  work  »t  a  salary  of  J>ii,500  a  year.     It  is  ar- 

.  fgusd  by  the  Senator  that  this  is  an  ejtercise  of 

powsr  Hot  pussssaed  by  the  Secretary;  that  it  is 


an  extravagant  use  of  the  public  money.  That 
is  the  position  of  the  Senator,  as  I  understand  it. 
Because  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  seen  fit 
to  appoint  a  superintendent  of  the  work  at  a  sal- 
ary of  i|2,500,  is  that  a  sufficient  reason  why  the 
Senate  should  vote  to  take  the  work  from  him, 
when  in  other  respects  he  manages  it  properly, 
and  give  it  to  another  officer.'  That  is  the  sum 
and  substance  of  the  argument  of  the  Senator,  so 
far  as  I  understand  it. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  thought  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  fiscal  year  that  it 
was  proper  to  make  a  change  in  the  management 
of  this  work.*  He'made  the  change;  and  in  his 
annual  report  he  has  communicated  to  Congress 
the  result  of  that  change.  The  material  point  of 
the  change  was  the  appointment  of  a  superintend- 
ent, and  a  reduction  of  the  administrative  force 
employed  upon  the  Capitol  in  other  directions; 
anu  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  result  of  that  change. 

I  am  not  going  to  spend  much  time  in  answer- 
ing the  question  which  the  Senator  has  asked,  by 
what  authority  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has 
appointed  a  superintendent.''  He  says  that  it  was 
not  done  before;  that  no  superintendenthad  been 
appointed  before  that  time;  that  it  was  an  excess  of 
authority;  and  the  logic  of  it  is  that  the  Secretary 
ought  to  be  rebuked  by  taking  the  work  from  him 
because  he  has  appointed  a  superintendent.  I 
think  the  Senator  is  mistaken.  There  was  a  su- 
perintendent before — not  a  superintendent  of  the 
whole  work,  but  of  a  portion  of  the  work;  and  I 
will  call  the  attention  of  the  Senator  to  a  letter 
which  is  in  his  own  possession  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  from  which  he  will  find  that 
a  Mr.  Eustis  was  superintendent  of  the  stone 
work;  that  that  superintendent  was  found  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  not  to  be  qualified  for 
the  position;  that  he  lacked  all  the  qualifications 
necessary  for  the  position  to  such  an  extent  that 
he  could  not  make  up  the  accounts  so  that  the 
Government  could  settle  them  from  his  books, 
but  reference  had  to  be  made  to  the  contractors' 
books  to  enable  the  Department  to  make  a  settle- 
ment with  the  contractora;  and  that  under  that 
superintendency  the  Government  had  to  depend 
on  the  accuracy  of  the  contractors'  books  for  a 
settlement  rather  than  on  the  books  kept  by  the 
officer  of  the  Government.  1  will  ask  the  Sena- 
tor by  what  authority  of  law  there  was  appointed 
prior  to  July  1  a  sui)erintendent  of  stone  work.' 

Mr.  FOOT.  The  answer  is,  it  in  a  mere  play 
upon  the  terms  or  words  designating  the  charac- 
ter of  the  office.  There  was  no  general  superin- 
tendent of  the  work  prior  to  July  last.asan  inde- 
pendent appointment.  I  have  already  said  that 
during  the  period  of  time,  the  eight  years,  it  was 
under  the  supervision  of  the  War  Department,  it 
was  placed  under  the  superintendence  of  an  offi- 
cer of  engineers,  but  witnout  any  additional  sal- 
ary. An  officer  was  assigned  by  the  War  De- 
partment from  the  engineer  corps  to  that  specific 
duty,  but  received  no  pay  except  that  of  an  offi- 
cer of  the  Army  according  to  his  rank.  This  Mr. 
Eustis,  to  whom  reference  is  made,  was  a  mere 
foreman  of  the  stone  "work.  There  was  also  a 
foreman  of  the  brick  work.  There  was  also  a 
foreman,  if  you  please  to  call  him  so,  or  receiver 
of  marble.  They  were  mere  foremen  of  different 
branches  of  the  work,  mere  overseers. 

I  am  willing  to  admit  that  Mr.  Eustis  was  an 
illiterate  man,  not  qualified  for  a  clerkship,  not 
qualified  to  make  up  the  accounts.  I  will  admit 
furthe'r,  and  accord  to  the  Secretary  the  credit  of 
it,  that  under  his  direction,  by  his  o^d^2r,  the  pres- 
ent superintendent  did  make  inquiry  and  inves- 
tigation into  the  organization  of  the  clerical  and 
administrative  force  upon  the  work,  and  did  rec- 
ommend that  certain  overseers  be  removed;  in 
other  words,  there  being  some  four  or  five  of  those 
overseers  of  different  branches  of  the  work,  stone 
work,  brick  work,  dbc,  &c.,  that  they  should  be 
united  and  combined  under  one  liead,  and  placed 
under  one  supervision.  That  was  done,  and  I 
think  it  was  well  done.  It  was  a  saving  of  unne- 
cessary expense  to  the  Government  tothatextent; 
but  to  whom  does  the  credit  belong?  Not  to  the 
superintendent.  It  is  no  meritof  his.  It  was  done 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  he 
is  entitled  to  credit  for  reducing  the  expenses  of 
the  Government  in  this  b«h«lf  to  that  extent. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  question  I  was  dis- 
cuH.fiti''  v;h(  II  tlir  .Scniii(jr  took  the  floor  was,  by 


what  authority  did  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
appoint  a  superintendent  of  the  work  ?  This  Sen- 
ator admits  that  the  work  was  well  enough  con- 
ducted before,  and  as  it  was  conducted  before  there 
was  a  superintendent  for  each  particular  part  of 
the  work.  There  was  a  superintendent  of  the 
stone  work.  I  ask  the  Senator  by  what  author- 
ity he  was  appointed  superintendent.'  He  was 
appointed  superintendent  with  a  salary.  By 
what  authority  was  he  appointed  superintendent 
of  stone  work  with  a  salary  ?  That  salary  is  nol 
fixed  by  the  law.  The  office  of  superintendent 
of  stone  work  is  not  fixed  by  law.  It  was  the 
exercise  of  the  power  which  the  proper  depart- 
ment had  in  carrying  on  the  work.  This  work 
cannot  be  carried  on  except  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  agents;  and  there  was  one  agent  and 
superintendent,  as  the  Senator  calls  him,  the  fore- 
man of  stone  work;  another  the  superintendent 
of  brick  work.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
found  the  work  not  going  on  to  his  satisfaction, 
and  instead  of  having  four  or  five  superintendents 
he  apppinted  Captain  West  as  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  whole  work,  not  only  as  superintend- 
ent  

Mr.  GRIMES.  Does  the  Senator  mean  to  say 
there  is  no  foreman  of  the  stone  work? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     I  dare  say  there  is. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  What  does  the  Senator  mean, 
then,  when  he  says  that  the  Secretary  appointed 
Captain  West  in  place  of  these  other  men? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Mr.  Eustis  was  removed, 
and  I  do  not  understand  that  another  man  was 
appointed  in  his  stead.  Does  the  Senator  so  un- 
derstand? 

Mr.  GRIMES.     I  do. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     Who  is  he> 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  do  not  know;  but  I  under- 
stand there  is  a  foreman  to  each  one  of  these  de- 
partments. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  But  the  argument  I  at- 
tempted to  make  was  this:  that  if  there  was  an 
authority  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  or  of  the 
department  having  charge  of  the  work  to  appoint 
a  superintendent  of  stope  work,  there  is  an  au- 
thority to  appoint  a  superintendent  of  the  entire 
work.  I  cannot  aay  why  there  should  be  a  lack 
of  authority  for  the  one  purpose  and  authority 
found  for  the  other. 

The  Secretary  appointed  Captain  West  as  su- 
perintendent of  the  whole  work.  What  has  been 
the  result  of  it?  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  a  few  figures  upon  this  question.  The 
Secretary  in  his  annual  report  says  that  by  the 
change  in  the  management  of  the  work  there  has 
been  a  saving  to  the  Government;  more  work  has 
been  done  at  less  expense;  and  here  are  the  figures, 
which  the  Senator  from  Vermont  will  find  in  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  his  possession.  Captain  West  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  1st  day  of  July  last  as  general 
superintendent.  For  the  six  months  preceding 
that,  the  work  done  upon  the  Capitol  amounted 
to  $236,539.  The  clerical  and  administrative  force 
employed  in  doing  that  amount  of  work  cost 
$12,215  75.  From  the  1st  day  of  July  to  the 
31st  of  December  last,  six  months,  the  work  done 
amounted  to  $255,359  70,  and  the  cost  of  the  cleri- 
cal and  administrative  force  was  $9,081  57.  In 
other  words,  $18,829  70,  more  work  was  done 
during  the  last  six  months  at  a  cost  of  $3,134  less 
for  administrative  and  clerical  force. 

That  is  the  showing  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  makes:  $18,000  more  work  done  in  the 
last  six  montlvs  at  a  cost  for  clerical  and  admin- 
istrative force  of  $3,000  less  than  the  six  monthg 
before.  How  far  that  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  he  appointed  a  very  skillful  man  as  su- 
perintendent 1  cannot  say.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  in  his  report  says  there  wa.'?  a  saving.  In 
his  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  (Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  he  shows  the  facta 
that  1  have  stated:  a  saving  of  $3,000  in  six 
months,  a  saving  of  nearly  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars in  a  year,  securing  $36,000  more  work  done  ■ 
in  the  course  of  a  year.  And  yet  the  Senator, 
from  Vermont  wishes  to  go  back  to  that  manage- 
ment which  existed  before  the  1st  of  July  last. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  single  fact  that  the  Secre- 
tary has  seen  fit  to  appoint  n  superintendent  ia 
not  a  sufficient  reason.  The  cost  of  the  superin- 
tendent for  the  entire  year  is  $2,500.  The  savir^ 
under  the  administration  of  that  superintendent 
fur  the  first  six  months  is  $3,00i0.    Thero  will  bo 
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a  saving  of  nearly  five  thousand  dollars  over  and 
above  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  during  the 
course  of  the  year,  if  he  is  as  successful  for  the 
next  six  months  as  he  has  been  for  the  last  six 
months. 

This  superintendent,  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior informs  us,  is  a  skillful  architect.  I  will  give 
in  brief  what  the  Secretary  says  on  that  subject 
in  a  communication  to  the  committee.  He  says 
that  to  the  end  of  securing  economy  and  dispatch 
in  the  work,  he  appointed  Captain  West  chief 
clerk,  and  afterwards  appointed  him  superintend-, 
ent  and  disbursing  agent.  He  says  he  appointed 
him  because  he  was  an  architect  acquainted  with 
the  details  of  the  work.  Captain  West  had  been 
^before  this  employed  in  some- subordinate  posi- 
tion, perhaps  under  the  architect,  Mr.  Walter, 
upon  the  work;  and  so  the  Secretary  says  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  work.  He  says, 
further,  that  he  was  a  scholar,  possessed  of  supe- 
rior clerical  ability;  and,  withal,  a  man  of  the 
strictest  integrity  and  of  more  than  ordinary  ca- 
pacity. He  had  been  recommended  at  ih'e  incom- 
ing of  this  Administration  by  many  Senators  and 
Representatives  for  the  office  of  Commissioner  of 
Public  Buildings.  He  had  been  employed  before 
this  in  the  Army  as  quartermaster,  and  always 
gave  satisfaction  in  that  position,  and  was  hon- 
orably mentioned  in  public  orders  by  his  supe- 
riors. 

This  is  the  person  appointed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  superintendent  of  the  work;  an 
architect,  a  man  skilled  as  a  clerk,  familiar  with 
the  details  of  the  work.  Under  his  administra- 
tion more  work  has  been  done,  and  there  has  been 
a  large  saving  to  the  Government;  and  yet,  be- 
cause he  was  appointed  superintendent,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  insists  that  the  work  ought 
to  be  taken  away  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior. Has  the  Senator  said  to  the  Senate  that 
this  work  has  cost  more  than  it  ought  to  cost.' 
He  has  not  said  so.  Has  he  said  that  this  su- 
perintendent has  not  shown  himself  competent 
for  the  place.'  He  has  not  said  so.  Has  there 
been  any  question  of  his  integrity.'  No  such 
question  has  been  raised.  Here  is  a  skillful  ar- 
chitect appointed  to  superintend  the  work,  who 
saves  money  to  the  Government,  and  secures  more 
work  at  the  end  of  six  months  than  for  the  six 
months  previous;  and  yet  it  is  asked  that  for  that 
appointment  this  work  shall  be  taken  away  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior! 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  also 
.to  the  fact  that  the  appointment  of  Captain  West 
was  not  as  superintendent  of  the  vyork  alone,  but 
as  disbursing  agent  of  the  work  upon  the  Capitol 
and  also  upon  theaqueduct,  and  that  he  gave  bond 
in  $40,000  as  disbursing  agent  of  the  work  on  the 
Capitol,  and  $30,000  as  disbursing  agent  for  the 
work  on  the  aqueduct. 

Mr.  FOOT.  Let'  me  suggest  to  the  Senator 
that  the  appointment  of  disbursing  agent  for  the 
aqueduct  is  a  separate  and  independent  appoint- 
ment, for  which  he  receives  an  additional  salary 
of  $500,  making  $3,000  for  the  superintendency 
and  disbursing  agency  of  both  works. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  understand  that  his 
entire  salary  is  $2,500. 

Mr.  FOOT.  His  entire  salary  as  superintend- 
ent and  disbursing  agent  of  the  work  on  the  Cap- 
itol extension  is  $2,500;  but,  in  addition  to  that, 
he  receives  $500  as  disbursing  agent  of  the  aque- 
duct. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  That  is  not  the  informa- 
tion I  have. 

Mr.  FOOT.     I  speak  advisedly  upon  it. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  As  the  Senator  is  in- 
formed on  thesubject,  of  course  I  shall  not  ques- 
tion his  statement.  I  had  understood  that  the  en- 
tire salary  was  $'2,500.  Then  his  entire  salary  is 
$3,000,  and  lie  has  given  bond  to  the  amount  of 
$70,000.  Is  it  questioned  that  a  disbursing  agent 
may  be  appointed?  Captain  West  is  superintend- 
ent of  the  work;  he  is  also  the  disbursing  agent, 
and  is  hia  own  chief  clerk,  as  I  understand.  He 
dispensed  with  the  services  of  a  chief  clerk,  which 
•eryices  were  required  under  the  former  adminis- 
tration,and  he  discharges  the  duties  appertaining 
to  that  position,  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  po- 
sition of  superintendent  of  the  work,  and  also  of 
disbursing  agent. 

It  seems  to  me,  then,  when  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  has  adopted  a  systern  of  management  of 
thia  work  which  saves  to  the  Government  better 


than  $6,000  a  year,  and  secures  nearly  $36,000 
more  work  to  be  done,  there  is  no  argument 
against  the  continuance  of  his  control  over  the 
work. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  Mr.  President,  this 
question  presents  itself  to  me  in  this  form:  as 
you  have  heard  from  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  the  su- 
perintendency of  this  Capitol  extension  was  in 
the  War  Department  originally,  and  continued 
there  some  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
a  law  was  passed,  giving  the  superintendence  of 
the  extension  of  the  Capitol  building  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior.  This  bill  proposes  to  take 
that  superintendency  from  the  Seferetary  of  the 
Interior  and  give  it  to  the- Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings.  What  are  the  reasons  assigned  for 
that  change.'  What  is  the  evil  sought  to  be  rem- 
edied by  the  passage  of  a  new  law .'  Has  there 
been  any  maladministration  in  the  superintend- 
ency of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.'  The  ar- 
gument is,  that  in  point  of  economy  it  would  be 
better  to  cliange  the  superintendence,  because  the 
Secretary  of. the  Interior  has  appointed  a  super- 
intendent of  the  work  at  a  salary  of  $2,500,  and 
because,  forsOoth,  there  is  nolawforsuch  an  ap- 
pointment. 

These  are  the  whole  grounds  urged  for  the 
change  of  this  superintendency.  The  papers  on 
file  with  the  committee,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand , 
show  that  the  administration  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  has  saved  at  the  rate  of  nearly  eight 
thousand  dollars  a  year  over  the  superintendence 
heretofore.  The  work  has  been  done  more  eco- 
nomically. No  one  says  it  has  not  been  done  as 
well.  But  the  argument  is,  that  we  should  change 
the  law  on  account  of  the  appointment  of  this 
superintendent. 

Now,  let  me  direct  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  one  fact:  why  was  this  superintendent  ap- 
pointed, and  at  whose  instance?  Was  it  upon  the 
motion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  the 
superintendent  with  a  salary  of  $2,500  was  ap- 
pointed? Not  a  word  of  it.  He  was  appointed 
under  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Walter,  the 
architect,  and  under  the  representation  and  request 
of  Mr.  French,  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds,  the  very  men  into  whose  hands  you 

firdpose  to  place  this  extension.  There  is  the 
etter  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  signed  by  Mr.  French  and  Mr.  Walter, 
urging  the  appointment  of  a  superintendent,  and 
stating  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  some 
eighteen  months  ago  to  make  the  appointment. 

When  Mr.  Smith  went  out  of  office  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  that  letter  was  found  on  file. 
Mr.  Usher  found  it,  and  upon  examination  saw 
that  he  could  save  money  to  the  Government  by 
appointing  this  superintendent  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Walter,  and  Mr.  French  himself,  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds.  If, 
therefore,  there  is  any  wrong  in  this  appoint- 
ment it  did  not  originate  in  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment, but  was  under  the  request  of  Mr.  Walter, 
and  Mr.  French,  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  the  person — artd  I  doubt  not  a  very 
competent  and  honest  and  able  officer — into  whose 
hands  you  now  propose  to  devolve  this  trust. 
Why  should  we  make  a  change,  then,  on  grounds 
of  economy,  when  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  report 
of  the  Secretary,  showing  the  facts  to  be  a  dimi- 
nutioit  of  the  expense  amounting  to  some  seven 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  more  work  done 
than  ever  was  done  before? 

This  bill  proposes,  in  addition,  to  authorize  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  to  make  his 
report,  not  to  a  Departmentof  the  Government,  to 
be  revised  by  the  head  of  one  of  the  Departments, 
but  to  make  his  report  directly  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States, and  to  draw  his  requisitions 
directly  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
without  any  supervision  either  by  the  War  De- 
partment or  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning  hour 
having  expired,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  call  up  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  I  have  no  objection 
to  tliat;  but  I  wish  before  I  close  to  read  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Irlterior,  showing  that 
there  is  no  pretense  for  this  change  growingeither 
out  of  maladministration  or  economy. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT;  The  Senator  will 
susp'Mid  his  remarks  to  allow  the  reception  of  a 
message  from  the  House  of  ReprMientiitiv«s. 


DEATH  OF  HON.  OWEN  LOTEJOT. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  thft 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  McPherson, 
its  Clerk:  ■  . 

Mr.  President  :  I  am  directed  to  communicate  to  the 
Seiiiite  information  of  the  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Lovejot, 
late  a  ineniber  ofthe  House  of  Representatives  from  the 
Stale  of  Jlliiiois,  and  the  resolutions  adopted  by  tbeHouie 
thereupon. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  resolutions 
will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  them,  as  follows: 

In  the  HonsE  or  Representaxivbh, 
JHorcA  28, 1864.' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  B.  Washbdrne, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  lias  heard  with  profound  sof-; 
row  the  announcement  ofthe  death  of  Hon.  Owen  Love-: 
JOT,  a  member  of  tliis  House  froiii  the  fiftli  congressional 
districtof  the  State  of  Illinois.  ,, 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  House  tenders  to  the  widow  andreU 
atives  ofthe  deceased  the  expression  of  itsde^p  sympathy 
in  this  afflicting  bereavement. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Clerk  of  this  House  communicate  td 
the  widow  of  the  deceased  a  copy  of  these  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Spealier  appoint  a  committee  of  threej 
to  escort  the  remains  of  the  deceased  to  the  place  design 
nated  by  his  friends  for, his  interment. 

Resolved,  That  as  an  additional  mark  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased  the  members  of  this  House  wi|l 
wear  the  usual  badge  of  niourniug  on  the  left  arm  for  thirtjj 
days. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  communj- 
cated  to  the  Senate,  and  as  a  further  marli  of  respect  thitt 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  this  is  thr 
third  time  death  has  entered  the  small  circle  of 
the  congressional  delegation  from  Illinois  since  I 
have  been  a  member  of  this  body — Harris,  Doug- 
las, and  Lovejoy,  all  in  the  prime  of  life  and 
vigor  of  manhood,  have  been  called  hence  withini 
the  last  six  years.  They  were  all  men  of  mark, 
and  by  their  own  efforts  worked  their  way  to 
places  of  eminence  and  distinction,  not  only  in 
Illinois  but  in  the  nation.  In  many  respects  they 
were  not  unlike:  they  all  came  to  Illinois  when 
mere  youths,  without  means  or  other  fortuitous 
circumstances  to  aid  them  in  entering  on  the  strug- 
gles of  life;  they  were  all  men  of  strong  wills, 
great  resolution,  and  indomitable  energy. 

Hon.  Owen  Lovejot,  whose  loss  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  mourn,  expired  Friday  night  last, 
at  the  house  of  a  friend  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
in  the  presence  of  his  wife  and  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters, the  only  members  of  the  family  who  were 
with  him.  He  had  gone  to  Brooklyn  some  two 
weeks  since  in  the  vain  hope  of  regaining  his 
health  by  escaping  the  anxieties  and  excitementa 
to  which  as  a  member  of  Congress  he  was  here 
exposed.  He  was  naturally  of  a  vigorous  con- 
stitution and  possessed  of  great  physical  poweri 
A  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  however,  lie  was 
attacked  by  an  acute  disease  in  this  city,  which 
prostrated  him  for  a  long  time  and  from  which 
he  never  entirely  recovered.  Soon  after  thecom- 
mencement  ofthe  present  session  of  Congress  he 
was  again  taken  down,  and  was  confined  to  his 
bed  most  ofthe  time  for  two  months  previous  toi 
going  to  Brooklyn.  He  leaves  surviving  him  et 
widow,  three  sons,  and  six  daughters. 

Mr.  Lovejot  was  a  native  of  Maine,  and  fifty- 
three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The 
first  I  remeiTiber  to  have  heard  of  him  in  lllinoii 
was  in  1837,  at  the  time  his  brother  was  killed  by 
a  mobat  Alton,  in  that  State.  Thecircumstancea 
of  that  transaction  have  passed  into  history.  Sufi 
ficeit  here  to  say  that  his  brother,  in  undertaking 
to  defend  a  religious  press  which  he  had  estab- 
lished in  the  interest  of  freedom,  was  wickedly 
slain.  That  transaction,  very  possibly,  had  some- 
thing to  do  in  molding  the  future  life  of  my  de- 
ceased colleague,  who,  at  the  time,  stood  by  his 
brother's  side,  and, as  I  have  been  told,  kneeling 
over  his  body  as  his  life's  blood  gushed  out,  vowed 
eternal  hostility  to  slavery.  Not  more  faithfully 
did  Hannibal,  the  greatest  captain  of  ancient 
times,  keep  his  youthful  vow  of  eternal  hostility  to 
Rome,  than  did  Ovf  kn  Lotbjot  his  of  eternal  hos- 
tility to  slavery. 

•  Butthere  was  this  difference  between  the  vowa; 
one  was  made  in  a  spirit  of  vengeance  against 
a  rival  nation  in  behalf  of  ambitious  Carthage;  the 
other  in  a  spirit  of  philanthroiiy  for  a  down-troi- 
den  race  doomed  to  perpetual  bondage.  Nobly 
did  Mr.  Lovejot  redeem  his  pledge.  The  first 
knowledge  we  have  of  hiiYi  in  Illinois  he  was  bat- 
tling againstslavery, and  he  neverccascd  thcstrife 
till  his  last  earthly  struggle  was  over.  It  was  not 
permitted  him  to  witness  the  censummation  of  the 


1334 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  29, 


great  objpct  to  the  accomplishment  of  which  his 
fife  had  l)cen  do  voted,  the  entire  abolition  of  sla- 
very; but  he  lived  to  see  measures  taken,  with  tlie 
intuij;uraiion  of  which  lie  had  much  to  do,  which 
it  is  btiii'ved  will  soon  eft'ect  that  result.  Like 
the  great  Jewish  captain,  he  was  permitted  to  look 
forward  to  the  land  of  deliverance  and  promise, 
not  to  enter  upon  it. 

In  Illinois  Mr.  Lovejoy  has  occupied  a  prom- 
inent and  influential  position  for  many  years. 
Long  before  he  held  political  office  or  entered  po- 
litical life  he  was  known  as  an  anti-slavery  lecturer 
of  great  power  and  eloquence.  He  first  held  of- 
fice as  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Legislature  from 
the  county  of  Bureau,  in  1854.  In  the  fall  of  1856 
he  was  elected  a  Representative  to  Congress,  and 
since  then  has  been  consecutively  returned  at  each 
election,  having  been  three  times  elected  from  the 
district  as  it  existed  previous  to  the  last  appor- 
tionment and  once  from  the  district  as  it  now  is. 
He  acquired  and  maintained  his  popularity  by 
appealing  directly  to  the  masses.  He  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with,  and  knew  little  about,  the  appli- 
ances sometimes  resorted  to  by  politicians  to  ac- 
quire position.  At  the  outset  of  his  career  his 
anti-slavery  views  were  far  in  advance  of  most  of 
those  around  him.  Nothing  daunted  by  this,  he 
never  hesitated  to  promulgate  and  avow  them 
wiienever  opportunity  offered,  and  often  sought 
and  made  opportunities  for  doing  it.  He  was  a 
pioneer  in  the  great  and  holy  cause  of  freedom,  and 
a  brave,  bold,  and  eloquent  man.  No  man  in  the 
State,  if  any  in  the  nation,  ever  exerted  a  greater 
influence  on  the  masses  by  his  speeches  than 
Owen  Lovejot.  He  had  a  loud,  clear  voice,  was 
thoroughly  in  earnest,  and  throwing  his  whole 
soul  into  iiis  subject,  usually  having  some  rela- 
tion to  slavery,  never  failed  to  impart  to  others 
something  of  that  detestation  and  abhorrence  of 
human  bondage  which  he  himself  felt. 

In  some  portions  of  Illinois  the  prejudice  against 
abolitionists,  of  whom  Mr.  Lovejoy  was  denom- 
inated the  chief,  was  such  that  he  could  not  ad- 
dress public  assemblies  without  danger  of  per- 
sonal violence,  but  when  he  once  got  a  hearing 
such  was  his  eloquence  and  power  over  the  peo- 
ple that  he  never  failed  to  disarm  all  personal  op- 
position, if  l)c  did  not  wholly  convince  his  hearers. 
No  man  in  the  State  did  so  much  as  he  to  over- 
come the  pro-slavery  prejudices  of  a  large  portion 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  to  elevate  that  great  State 
to  the  proud  position  it  now  occupies  on  the  side 
of  freedom  and  of  right. 

But  it  is  not  alone  as  the  eloquent  advocate  of 
human  rights  that  we  should  look  upon  my  de- 
parted colleague.  As  agreat  leaderand  champion 
of  the  oppressed  he  has,  indeed,  carved  out  for  him- 
self a  reputation  as  lasting  as  time;  but,  endowed 
by  the  Great  Author  of  all  with  faculties  of  the 
hightesl  order,  and  susceptible  of  indefinite  im- 
provement, his  philanthropic  and  noble  spirit  was 
accustomed  to  look  beyond  this  earthly  sphere  to  a 
country  wherethe  wicked  cease  from  troublingand 
the  wuary  areatrest.  My  departed  colleague  spent 
his  life  in  pleading  as  Well  for  deliverance  from 
sin  and  death  as  from  that  of  human  oppression. 
For  sixteen  years  previous  to  holding  public 
office  he  was  the  acce[)table  pastor  over  the  Con- 
gregational church  at  Princeton,  the  place  of  his 
residence. 

There  are  few  men  who  have  left  behind  them 
a  brighter  record  than  Owen  Lovejoy.  He  was 
the  friend  of  the  oppressed,  the  genial  companion, 
the  eloquent  orator,  theable  statesman,  the  Chris- 
tian divine,  the  nfTectionate  husband  and  father. 
What  more  can  I  say  of  him?  To  his  bereaved 
Mfidow  and  children  there  is  no  consolation  ex- 
cept that  which  comelh  from  that  other  and  bet- 
ter world  whither  he  lias  gone  and  now  beckons 
them  to  follow. 

1  offer  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions: 

Rftolveii,  That  the  Senate  rnci-ive  with  ulncerp  reRret 
the  aiinoiniceincnt  of  tliR  dralh  of  Hon.  Owen  hovEioY, 
Ian-  a  iiicinher  of  tli>!  Udu.si;  of  Ueprcsenlaiivcs  from  iUr 
Htato  of  Illinoii!,  niid  leii(li;r  lo  llii:  family  of  llir  deceased 
Uie  nrsiiranre  of  ilicir  sympnthy  Willi  IhPm  under  the  be- 
reaVfiiK'tit  lliey  liavc  been  culled  to  nuitlnin. 

Jictoliied,  'I'lial  tlii!  Secretary  of  the  Sciiatri  bo.  directed 
to  transmit  to  tin;  fjiinily  of  Mr.  LoviiJOY  a  rcrtificd  copy 
of  th<!  fori'ijoing  rcMolulioii. 

RtioUtd,  That  inloknn  f)f  rcspoclfor  the  nn'moryofthc 
deccant-d  iln;  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     I   wish,  Mr.  President,  to 

I)ay  but  a  piiSHUig  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one  I 
earned  to  love  inany  years  ago.     Owkn  Luvk- 


JOY  was  the  valued  and  tried  friend,  also,  of  the 
people  of  my  State  during  a  period  when  such 
friendship  was  invaluable.  His  heart  and  hand, 
his  voice  and  pen,  were  all  consecrated  to  such  a 
work  as  the  free  State  men  of  Kansas  were?  called 
to  achieve.  1  well  remember  the  decided  and 
cordial  approval  he  gave  to  the  course  we  were 
pursuing.  And  when  some  doubted,  and  others 
liesitated,  he  was  ready  to  act.  And  during  the 
long  and  trying  years  of  1855  and  1856,  his  voice 
cheered  us;  his  hands,  and  others  like  his,  sus- 
tained us. 

1  remember  the  hospitality  at  his  fireside,  as 
well  as  the  stirring  eloquence  with  which  he  plead 
our  cause  before  his  own  people,  and  in  his  own 
pulpit. 

I  had  the  pleasure  often  of  being  with  him  while 
he  addressed  the  assembled  thousands  of  earnest 
and  free  men  ofthat  portion  of  the  greatNorth  west 
during  the  exciting  and  ever-memorable  canvass 
of  1856.  That  campaign  did  more  than  any  other 
to  establish  in  this  country  a  literature  of  free- 
do.m. 

But,  sir,  I  need  add  nothing  to  what  has  been 
said,  for  this  is  no  occasion  for  many  words.  In- 
deed, I  have  known  enough  of  sorrow  and  felt 
enough  of  its  desolation  to  realize  that  the  truest 
tribute  is  oftener  paid  in  the  silence  of  grief  and 
by  the  eloquence  of  tears.  In  this  budding  spring- 
time the  prairie  burying-place  at  his  own  chosen 
home  in  Princeton  will  receive  what  remains  of 
Owen  Lovejoy.  And  though  the  grass  may  wave 
and  the  flowers  bloom  above  and  around  him, 
yet  nothing,  nothing  can  ever  add  beauty  or  fra- 
grance to  that  name  martyred  and  historic  before, 
now  and  hereafter  forever  to  be  dear  to  freedom, 
and  as  immortal  as  liberty — the  name  of  Owen 
Lovejoy. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  is  proposed  to  adjourn  now 
in  honor  of  Owen  Lovejoy,  whose  recent  death 
we  mourn.  Could  his  wishes  prevail,  he  would 
prefer  much  that  Senators  should  continue  in  their 
seats  and  help  to  enact  into  law  some  one  of  the 
several  measures  now  pending  to  secure  the  oblit- 
eration of  slavery.  Such  an  act  would  be  more 
acceptable  to  him  than  any  personal  tribute. 

He  spoke  well  always;  but  he  believed  in  deeds 
rather  than  words,  although  speech  with  him  was 
a  deed.  It  was  his  contribution  to  that  sublime 
cause  for  which  he  toiled  always.  "  Words  are 
the  daughters  of  earth,  deeds  are  the  sons  of 
heaven;"  so  says  the  Oriental  proverb.  But  there 
was  little  of  earth  in  his  words.  Proceeding 
from  a  pure  and  generous  heart,  they  have  so  far 
prevailed  even  during  his  life  that  they  must  be 
named  gratefully  among  those  good  influences  by 
which  our  triumph  has  been  won.  How  iiis  en- 
franchised soul  would  be  elevated  even  in  those 
abodes  to  which  he  has  been  removed  to  know 
that  his  voice  was  still  heard  on  earth  encourag- 
ing, exhorting,  insisting  that  there  should  be  no 
hesitation  anywhere  in  striking  at  slavery;  that 
this  unpardonable  wrong,  from  which  alone  the 
rebellion  draws  its  wicked  life,  must  be  blasted 
by  presidential  proclamation,  blasted  by  net  of 
Congress,  blasted  by  constitutional  prohibition, 
blasted  in  every  possible  way,  by  every  available 
agency,  and  at  every  occurring  opportunity,  so 
that  no  trace  of  the  outrage  may  continue  in  the 
institutions  of  the  land,  and  especially  that  its 
accursed  foot-prints  may  no  longer  defile  the  na- 
tional statute-book.  Sir,  it  will  be  in  vain  that 
you  pass  resolutions  in  tribute  to  him  if  you  neg- 
lect that  cause  for  which  he  lived,  and  do  not 
hearken  to  his  voice. 

Shortly  before  he  wentaway  from  Washington 
to  die,  I  sat  by  his  bedside.  There,  too,  within 
call,  was  the  beloved  partner  of  his  life.  He  was 
cheerful;  but  his  thoughts  were  mainly  turned  to 
his  country,  whose  fortunes  in  the  bloody  conflict 
with  slavery  he  watched  with  intcnscst  care.  He 
did  not  doubt  the  great  result.  But  he  longed  to 
be  at  his  post  again  to  teach  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  to  teach  Congress,  how  vain  it  was  to  expect 
to  make  an  end  of  the  rebellion  without  making 
an  end  of  slavery.  It  isonly  just  to  his  fame  that 
now,  on  this  occasion  of  commemoration,  all  this 
should  be  faithfully  told.  To  suppress  it  would  be 
dishonest.  1  could  not  speak  at  his  funeral,  if  I 
were  expected  to  unite  in  robbing  hisgrave  of  any 
of  these  titles  derived  from  his  transcendent  cour- 
age und  diucernmciU  in  Iho  trials  of  the  present 
tiniu. 


The  Journals  of  the  House  show  how  faith- 
fully he  began  his  labors  at  the  present  session. 
On  the  14th  of  December  he  introduced  a  bill, 
whose  title  discloses  its  character:  "A  bill  to  give 
effect  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  also 
to  certain  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. "  It  proceeds  to  recite  that  all  men 
were  created  equal,  and  were  endowed  by  the  Cre- 
ator with  the  inalienable  right  to  life,  liberty, and 
the  fruits  of  honest  toil;  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  was  instituted  to  secure  those 
'rights;  that  the  Constitution  declares  that  no 
person  shall  be  deprived  of  liberty  without  due 
process  of  law,  and  also  provides — article  five, 
clause  two — that"  this  Constitution,  and  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
judges  in  each  Stale  shall  be  bound  thereby,  any- 
thing in  the  constitution  and  laws  of  any  State  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding;"  that  it  is  now 
demonstrated  by  the  rebellion  that  slavery  is  ab- 
solutely incompatible  with  the  union,  peace,  and 
general  welfare  for  which  Congress  is  to  provide; 
and  it  therefore  enacts  that  all  persons  heretofore 
held  in  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  orTerritories 
of  the  United  States  are  declared  freed  men,  and 
are  forever  released  from  slavery  or  involuntary 
servitude  except  as  punishment  for  crime  on  due 
conviction.  On  the  same  day  he  introduced  an- 
other bill  to  protect  freedmen  and  to  punish  any 
one  for  enslaving  them.  These  were  among  his 
last  public  acts.  And  now  they  testify  how  hon- 
estly he  dealt  with  that  qutslion  of  questions  in 
which  all  other  questions  are  swallowed  up.  It 
is  easy  to  see  that  he  scorned  the  wicked  fantasy 
that  man  can  hold  property  in  man.  This  per- 
nicious delusion,  which  is  the  source  of  such  in- 
tolerable pretensions  on  the  part  of  slave-masters, 
and,  worse  still,  the  source  of  such  intolerable 
irresolution  on  the  part  of  professed  opponents  of 
slavery,  could  get  no  hold  of  him .  He  knew  that 
it  was  a  preposterous  falsehood,  as  wicked  as 
false,  born  of  prejudice  and  infinite  credulity,  and 
therefore  he  brushed  aside  as  cobweb  all  the  fine- 
spun snares  of  law  or  Constitution  so  ingeniously 
woven  in  its  support.  Recognizing  freedom  as 
the  God-given  birthright  of  alt  who  wear  the  hu- 
man form,  he  knew  no  duty  higher  than  to  protect 
it  always;  and  to  this  end  law  and  Constitution 
must  minister. 

He  had  never  been  a  judge,  and  was  not  even 
a  lawyer,  so  that  the  technicalities  and  subtleties 
of  the  profession  had  no  chance  of  enslaving  him. 
Besides,  to  a  nature  like  his,  independent  and 
self-poised,  what  were  the  sophisms  of  learning 
and  skill  when  employed  in  the  support  of  wrong? 
It  was  enough  that  wherever  slavery  appeared  it 
was  in  defiance  ofthat  commanding  law  of  right 
before  which  all  unjust  pretensions,  whatever 
form  they  may  take,  mustdisappear  like  the  morn- 
ing dew  under  the  flashing  arrows  of  the  ascend- 
ing sun.  From  the  beginning  and  at  all  times  he 
was  fixed  against  all  compromise  with  slavery, 
and  stood  like  a  fortress.  Sir,  kt  it  be  spoken 
herein  his  honor.  He  lies  cold  in  death;  but  he 
could  have  no  better  epitaph  than  this:  "  Here 
rests  one  who  would  not  compromise  with  in- 
iquity." When  Senators  and  Presidents  bent  to 
the  ignoble  behest  he  stood  firm.  He  was  gifted 
to  see  that  slavery — unlike  the  tariff  or  bank — did 
not  come  within  the  range  of  compromise  any 
more  than  the  decalogue  or  multiplication  table. 
He  saw  clearly  how  shamefully  unconstitutional 
and  inhuman  was  the  fugitive  slave  act,  in  spite 
of  every  apology  of  compromise,  and  refused  it 
all  support.  He  lies  cold  in  death;  buthisprin- 
cipleswill  live  to  sweep  this  unutterable  atrocity 
from  the  statute-book,  which  it  still  fills  fi'om 
cover  to  cover  with  blackness. 

He  was  not  only  a  faithful  counselor,  of  per- 
fect loyalty,  in  whom  truth  was  a  religion  and  an 
instinct,  but  he  was  a  counselor  whose  experi- 
ence of  mankind  and  of  public  life  united  with 
on  aptitude  for  alfairs  in  giving  to  what  he  said 
an  added  value.  He  sat  for  several  years  in  the 
other  House  face  to  face  with  the  slave-mnslcrs, 
who  then  ruled  thccounlry,so  that  he  knew  them 
well  in  every  respect,  but  es])eciaily  in  their  open 
brutality  and  their  surpnssingefirontery.  During 
this  pcrmd,  while  shut  out  iVoni  participation  in 
the -public  business,  his  duty  was  that  of  cham- 
pion, and  nobly  did  he  perform  it.  But  iho.-se 
who  have  watched  him  under  the  responsibility 
recently  cast  upon  a  Representative  of  his  ciiur- 
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(tcter,  have  observed  that  he  developed  a  practical 
talent,,  which  rendered  him  useful  not  only  as 
champion,  but  also  as  workman  in  the  machine 
of  Government.  He  was  a  supporter  of  ilie  pres- 
ent Administration,  and  of  that  declared  policy 
which,  according  to  the  motto  of  Algernon  Sid- 
ney, adopted  on  the  arms  of  Massacliuaetts,'8eeks 
"placid  quiet  under  liberty" — placidamsub  liber- 
tate  quieiem.  But  there  are  few  among  his  asso- 
ciates who  may  not  be  instructed  and  inspired  by 
his  magnanimous  example. 

He  had  been  a  life-long  soldier  of  liberty — bap- 
tized into  the  service  with  blood.  While  he  was 
yet  young  his  brother,  who  was  an  editor  in  Illi- 
nois, devoted  to  the  slave,  fell  a  victim  to  the 
cause  he  had  served  so  well.  His  fate  awakened 
a  wide  sympathy  throughout  the  country,  draw- 
ing Channing  from  his  retirement  to  speak  at  Fan- 
euil  Hall,  and  touching  with  a  living  coal  the  lips 
of  Wendell  Phillips,  whose  voice  then  and  there, 
for  the  first  time,  flamed  forth  against  slavery. 
It  was  natural  that  Owen  Lovejoy  should  assume 
those  vows  of  perpetual  warfare  with  the  tyrant 
murderer  which  he  so  truly  kept;  tyrant  mur- 
.derer  of  a  cherished  brother;  tyrant  murderer  of 
liberty,  not  only  on  the  plantation  but  everywhere 
throughout  the  land;  tyrant  murderer  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  guards  alike  tlie  rights  of  States 
and  citizens;  and  tyrant  murderer  of  national 
peace,  without  which  there  can  be  no  true  pros- 
perity or  happiness.  Thus,  as  a  soldier  of  liberty 
he  began,  and  he  kept  his  harness  on  to  the  last. 

He  was  one  of  the  most  amiable  of  men,  whose 
heart  was  abundant  with  goodness  and  gentleness, 
and  whose  countenance  streamed  with  sunshine. 
But  on  this  account  he  was  only  the  more  inex- 
orable toward  a  wroiig  which  was  so  cruel  in  all 
its  influences.  A  child  of  the  New  Testament,  he 
was  no  stranger  to  the  early  Hebrew  spirit,  and 
he  had  little  patience  with  those  who,  born  among 
Oorthern  schools  and  churches,  strove  to  arrest  or 
mitigate  the  doom  of  slavery.  The  famous  curse 
of  iVleroz,  so  solemnly  denounced  against  neu- 
trality, which  had  been  echoed  from  ancient  Judea 
by  English  Puritans  in  theirgreat  contest,  found 
an  echo  also  in  hisiieart:  "Curse  ye  Meroz,said 
the  angel  of  the  Lord;  curse  ye  bitterly  the  inhab- 
itants thereof  because  they  came  not  to  liie  help 
of  the  Lord;  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the 
mighty."  (Judges,  ciiap.  5,  verse  23.)  Of  course 
in  this  spirit  he  used  plain  words,  and  did  not 
hesitate.  But  if  lie  did  not  hesitate  it  was  because 
he  saw  clearly  the  path  of  duty.  Amiability  did  not 
make  him  doubt.  He  was  a  positive  man  of  pos- 
itive principles,  who  knew  well  how  much  was 
always  lost  by  timid  counsels,  especially  on  great 
occasions.  Because  there  were  some  about  him 
who  were  skeptical  and  irresolute,  he  was  not 
disheartened;  but  he  preserved  to  the  last  an  ex- 
ample of  fidelity  which  history  will  piously  en- 
shrine. His  own  illustrations  were  from  the  sacred 
writing.s;but  a  heathen  poet  has  given  a  warning 
which  is  a  part  of  the  lesson  of  his  life: 
"  Old  Priam's  age  or  Ne.^toi's  may  be  out, 

And  thou,  O  'i'aurus,  etiH  go  on  in  doubt. 

Coinn,  then,  how  long  sucii  wavering  Rhall  we  see? 

Thou  iiiay'Kt  doul)t  on  ;  but  tlien  thou'lt  notliing  be." 

But  of  all  doubts,  there  are  none  more  painful 
3r  indefensible  than  those  by  which  human  rights 
ire  put  in  jeopardy. 

He  was  a  Re[)resentative  of  Illinois,  born  in 
Maine  when  iVlaine  was  a  part  of  Massachusetts, 
10  that  ho  was  in  a  certain  sense  aconnectingliiik 
between  the  East  and  the  West.  The  welcome 
which  he  found  in  the  West,  and  his  complete  as- 
sociation with  that  region,  while  his  sympathies 
overflowed  to  his  early  home,  attest  better  than 
nrguments  the  ligaments  which  bind  together 
these  different  parts  of  our  common  Union;  so 
that,  should  hei-eafter  any  malignant  spirit  seek 
to  sow  strife  between  us,  his  name  alone  will  be 
ft  standing  protest  against  the  perversity.  Born 
in  the  East,  he  was  honored  in  the  West.  Hon- 
ored in  the  West,  he  never  lost  his  love  for  the 
East.  But  the  whole  country,  not  excepting  the 
South,  had  a  home  in  his  patriotic,  hospitable, 
and  capacious  heart.  He  hated  slavery;  but  he 
loved  his  country  in  every  part  with  heart,  goul, 
and  mind. 

He  was  of  the  Old  Guard  of  anti-slavery,  and 
we  bury  him  with  the  honors  that  belong  to  him. 
Fla^s  areat  halfmast, and  funeralgunaare  sound- 
ing in  our  hearts.  But  froin  his  new-made  grave 
he  .spcak.'s  now  to  the  whole  vost  Republic,  ani- 


mating all  good  citizens  to  labor  as  he  labored, 
and  to  live  as  he  lived,  that  this  land  may  be  re- 
deemed. Especially  does  he  speak  to  the  State 
which  honored  him  in  life,  and  to  those  associate 
States, "which  constitute  the  mighty  Northwest, 
where  he  had  found  the  home  of  his  mature  years 
— Indiana,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Minne- 
sota— exhorting  them  to  takeup  bravely  and  with- 
out faltering  the  cause  which  he  had  made  his  own, 
that  it  may  not  lose  by  his  death.  But  alas!  the 
vigilance  of  many  will  be  needed  to  supply  tlie 
place  which  he  filled. 

Such  a  character  must  be  mourned  in  Congress; 
but  he  will  be  mourned  throughout  the  country 
at  all  those  virtuous  firesides  where  fathers,  mo- 
thers, brothers,  and  sisters  speak  of  those  who 
have  helped  the  cause  of  human  happiness  on 
earth.  And  there  is  another  company  who  can- 
not yet  pronounce  his  name,  but  who,  as  they 
hear  how  truly  he  was  their  friend,  will  rise  to 
call  him  blessed.  Already,  unseen  of  men,  in  vast 
uncounted  procession,  the  slaves  of  the  Union 
help  to  swell  his  funeral. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted  neni.  con.;  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  March  29,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  be  allowed  to  re- 
port from  the  Committee  on  Commerce  several 
bills  of  a  public  nature  on  Friday  next.  I  shall 
be  absent  from  the  city  when  the  committee  is 
called,  and  therefore  I  make  this  request. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  do.not  desire  to  object,  but 
I  do  desire  to  prevent  the  business  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  occupying  the  time  on  Friday 
so  as  to  prevent  the  consideration  of  private  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  These  measures  will  not  occupy 
more  than  an  hour  and  a  half  at  the  furthest.  Tliey 
are  bills  of  a  good  deal  of  importance. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Saturdsxys  have  been  set 
apart  for  public  business,  and  we  have  only  Fri- 
days for  the  consideration  of  private  bills.  T 
hope  the  gentleman  will  limit  his  lime  to  less  than 
an  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
object.  I  do  not  think  it  will  take  more  than  an 
hour,  but  I  would  not  like  to  be  limited  in  time. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Say  during  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  ELIOT.     Very  well. 

No  objection  being  made,  leave  was  granted  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  report  public  bills 
on  Friday  next  duritig  the  morning  hour. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  ANCONA  asked  and  obtained  leave  of 
absence  from  the  sittings  of  the  House  for  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Stiles,  who  was  called  home  on 
important  business,  for  three  weeks  from  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  WA^HBURNE,  of  Illinois,  asked  and 
obtained  leAve  of  absence  from  the  sittings  of  the 
House  for  his  colleague,  Mr.  Arnold,  for  ten 
days. 

Mr.  BAILY  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence from  the  sittings  of  the  House  for  a  few 
days  from  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HALE  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence from  the  sittings  of  the  House  for  hia  col- 
league, Mr.  McAllister,  for  one  week  from 
to-day. 

NORTHWESTERN  PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  to  have 
Saturday  next  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Northwestern  Pacific  railroad,  reported  from  the 
select  committee  on  the  Pacific  railroad.  It  was 
the  fifth  bill  reported  this  session,  and  in  order 
not  to  have  it  obstruct  public  business  I  have  let 
it  lie  till  this  time.  I  now  ask  to  have  Saturday 
next,  after  the  morning  hour,  set  apart  for  its  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvaniu  whether  there  arc  not  otli«r  bills  of  more 


importance  to  the  country  awaiting  action  by  the 
House.^ 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  think  that  the  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  on  Saturday  next  will  ob- 
struct anything.  We  have  heretofore  devoted 
Saturdays  to  talk. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  we  had  better  go  on 
and  consider  the  currency  bill.  I  understand  that 
to-day  and  to-morrow  have  been  set  aside  for  the 
consideration  of  reports  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs.  I  think  we  had  better  get  this  cur- 
rency bill  and  some  others  out  of  the  way  before 
we  take  up  that  railroad  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  the  currency  bill  will 
be  out  of  the  way  before  Saturday.  The  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  has  the  right  to  object.  Does  he 
object.' 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  do  object. 

GEORGE  W.  ASHBURN. 

Mr.  HALE,by  unanirnous  consent,  introduced 
two  bills  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Ashb'urn; 
which  were  severally  read  afirst  and  second  time, 
and  referi-ed  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

COLLECTION  OF  NAVAL  HOSPITAL  DUKS. 

Mr.WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Speaker, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war  there  have 
been  a  great  many  American  vessels  sold  in  for- 
eign ports,  and  the  consequence  has  been  that  the 
hospital  dues  have  not  been  collected.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  sent  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  a  bill  authorizing  the  collection  of 
hos[)ital  dues  in  foreign  ports.  I  am  directed  by 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  report  it,  and  I 
ask  leave  to  do  so. 

There  being  no  objection, 

Mr.WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  hospital  dues  from  vessels  of  the 
United  States  sold  or  transferred  in  foreign  ports 
or  waters;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

The  bill  authorizes  and  requires,  in  case  of  the 
sale  or  transfer  of  any  vessel  of  the  United  States 
in  foreign  ports  or  waters,  the  consul,  vice  consul, 
commercial  agent,  or  vice  commercial  agentof  the 
United  States,  within  whose  consulate  or  district 
such  sale  or  transfer  is  made,  to  collect  from  the 
master  or  agent  of  such  vessel  all  moneys  due  to 
the  United  States  under  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen, approved  July  16, 1798; 
and  also  requires  such  consular  agent  to  retain 
possession  of  the  papers  of  such  vessel  till  such 
dues  are  paid;  in  default  of  which,  the  sale  or 
transfer  shall  be  void,  except  as  against  the' 
vender.  The  act  is  not  to  take  effect  until  the  ex- 
piration of  sixty  days  from  and  after  its  passage. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  read: 

Treasory  Department, 

January  21,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  received  3'our  note  of  the  10th  instant,  in- 
closing copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  ot  Representa- 
tives in  regard  to  tiie  collection  of  hospital  dues  Irom  ves- 
sels of  tlie  United  States  sold  in  foreign  ports ;  and  agreeably 
to  your-  request,  transmit  a  bill  incorpoialing  my  views 
upon  the  subject. 
With  great  respect,  S.  P.  CHASE, 

Secretary  of  tlie  IVeaiury. 
Hon.  E.  B.  Washburne.  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Com- 
merce,  United  States  Hottse  of  Rejiresentalivcs. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  bo  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Air.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  re- 
considei'  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed; 
and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DEPOSITARY  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  reported  back  adversely  fiom  the 
Committee  of  Claims  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 92)  to  regu- 
late the  compensation  of  the  depositary  of  public 
moneys  at  Chicago;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

COLORADO  STATE  OOVEUNMENT. 
Mr.  BENNET,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  supplementary  to  nn  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  Colorado  to  form  a 
constitution  mitl  Sttite  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  said  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,"  approved 
Maw.h  y  J,  1864;  which  was  read  a  fir.st  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the Cominittoe  on  Terntoriea. 
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INDEMNIFICATION  OF  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  by  uiinnimous  con- 
sent, ro^torled  back  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  a  bill  io  indemnify  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri for  expenses  incurred  in  the  defense  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 
PAT  AND  EMOLUMENTS  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  reported  back  t1ie  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  House  bill  No.  302,  to  amend  sec- 
tion nine  of  an  act  approved  July  17,  1862,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  of  the  Army,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" and  moved  that  they  be  disagreed  to, 
and  that  the  House  ask  for  a  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  between  the  two 
Houses. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Speaker 
appointed  Messrs.  Garfield,  Odell,  and  Smith- 
ERs  as  the  managers  of  said  conference  on  its  part. 
CONSCRIPTION. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  from  the  same  committee, 
moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  Na- 
tional Club  of  Philadelphia,  praying  Congress  to 
establish  a  military  system  by  which  citizens  shall 
beenlisted  for  military  duty  and  substitution  shall 
be  avoided;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
memorial  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  business  in  or- 
der to  be  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  moved  by  thegentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Stevens]  yesterday,  on  which  the 
previous  question  had  been  demanded. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  understand 
several  gentlemen  desire  to  consider  this  subject 
more  deliberately,  and  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
course  being  pursued.  I  therefore  move  that  its 
further  consideration  be  postponed  for  two  weeks, 
after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  allow  his  joint  resolution  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  to  a  more  free  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Perhaps  when  it  comes  to 
be  considered  we  may  do  so.  For  the  present  I 
desire  to  have  its  further  consideration  postponed 
for  two  weeks. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  for  leave  to  record  my  vote  against 
the  rejection  of  the  joint  resolution.  I  supposed 
yesterday  I  was  ]iaired  with  my  colleague,  but 
since  then  I  have  foun^i  that  I  was  not. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  .1  LILIAN.  I  also  ask  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  record  my  vote  against  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  same  joint  resolution. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  liOLMAN.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Mc- 
Dowell] was  absent  yesterday  by  leave  of  the 
House,  and  in  paired  with  some  member  on  the 
oilier  side.  If  he  had  been  present  he  would  have 
voted  for  the  rejection  of  the  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  My  colleague  [iVlr.  Stiles] 
is  (laired  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Marvin.]  If  he  had  been  present  he  would 
have  voted  in  favor  of  the  rejection  of  the  joint 
resolution. 

Mr  DAWSON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  record  my  vole  in  favor  of  the  re- 
jection of  the  joint  resolution. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

IMr.  COBB.  I  wish  to  slate  that  my  colleague 
[Mr.  McIndoe]  wa.s  paired  with  the  gentleman 
from  Itjdiana,  [Mr.  DcDowell;]  and  that  if  he 
had  ijoen  |ireKr:nt  he  would  have  voted  against  the 
reji.'ction  of  the  joint  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  morning  hour 
to-day  and  to-morrow  had  been  set  apart  for  re- 
ports fiom  the  CoinmiUee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
ACTING  ASSISTANT  PAYMASTElia. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massnchusettfl,  from  the  Com- 
miltuo  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  back  Senate  bill 
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No.  108,  relating  to  acting  assistant  paymasters 
in  the  Navy  and  regulating  the  appointment  of 
cadets  in  the  Naval  Academy;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time;  and  it  was  accord- 
ing read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EQUALIZATION  OF  GRADE. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts,  also,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  back  House  bill  No. 
303,  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
and  equalize  the  grade  of  line  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  Navy,"  approved  July  16,  1862,"with 
amendments  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute. 

The  substitute  was  read. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  shall  occupy  but  a  few  moments  in  stating  the 
proposition  contained  in  this  bill.  It  is  for  the 
purpose  of  regulating  and  changing  in  some  par- 
ticulars the  method  of  making  promotions  among 
officers  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  present  practice  is  to  promote  officers  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  seniority  in  the  date  of  their 
commissions,  so  that  there  is  very  little  oppor- 
tunity under  the  present  system  for  a  meritorious 
officer  to  make  liis  conduct  help  in  the  line  of  his 
advancement. 

This  bill  abrogates  the  rule  of  absolute  seniority 
so  far  as  promotion  is  concerned,  and  requires  that 
no  naval  officer  below  the  grade  of  commodore 
shall  be  promoted  until  he  has  passed  an  exam- 
ination in  respect  to  his  mental,  moral,  profes- 
sional, and  physical  fitness  to  perform  at  sea  the 
duties  of  the  grade  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  pro- 
mote him;  the  examination  respecting  the  first 
three  particulars  mentioned  to  be  by  a  board  of 
examiners  to  be  appointed  byihe  President  of  the 
United  States  and  of  senior  rank  to  the  officer  to  be 
examined,  and  the  physical  examination  to  be  by 
a  board  of  naval  surgeons.  The  general  exam- 
inations are  to  be  open,  and  the  officer  to  be  ex- 
amined may  state  his  own  case  in  person  and 
offer  witnesses  and  other  testimony.  Tins  state- 
ment and  the  testimony  of  witnesses  and  any  mat- 
ter pertinent  to  each  case  on  the  records  of  the 
Navy  Department^  with  the  finding  of  the  exam- 
ining board  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  President 
■  of  the  United  States  for  his  approval  or  disap- 
proval of  the  finding. 

It  is  believed  that  if  this  bill  passe^^  and  these 
examinations  are  instituted  and  become  the  law 
and  the  practice,  the  result  will  be  to  secure,  first, 
much  greater  efficiency  in  the  naval  service  than 
exists  at  the  present  time,  and  also  to  do  away  to 
aconsiderable  extent  those  jealousies,  heart-burn- 
ings, and  charges  of  favoritism  which  now  dis- 
tract the  service  and  injure  the  operations  of  the 
Department. 

The  second  feature  of  the  bill  is  the  providing  of  a 
remedy  for  the  action  of  the  advisory  board,  which 
has  been  deemed  necessary  and  found  lo  be  neces- 
sary under  the  operation  of  theplan  of  promoting 
by  seniority  only.  It  has  been  found  that  officers 
entirely  unfit  for  responsible  duly,  eilher  on  ac- 
count of  their  natural  incapacity  or  on  accountof 
some  other  unfitness,  some  disability  .have  choked 
up  not  only  the  high  places,  the  dunes  of  which 
they  were  unfit  to  perform,  but  they  have  also 
choked  up  the  avenues  to  those  places  so  as  to 
shut  out  meritorious  officers  below  ihcm  in  the 
line.  To  remedy  this  difficulty  advisory  boards 
have  from  time  to  time  been  established,  who  have 
taken  a  list  of  naval  officers  and  selected  therefrom 
such  as  in  their  opinion  were  deemed  fit  for  pro- 
motion to  the  highest  grade. 

The  action  of  these  boards  has  been  in  some 
cases  somewhat  uiujcccssarily  arbitrary.  The 
last  Congress,  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of 
July  16, 1862,  provided  for  the  establishment  of  an 
advisory  board  of  this  kind.  That  board  was 
formed  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy, and  proceeded  to  revise  the  list  of  the  line 
officers  of  the  Navy,  and  lo  report  such  as  in  their 
opinion  were  suitable  for  promotion  to  the  higher 
grades,  The  effect  of  this  was  to  fill  up  all  tli« 
places  in  the  Navy  to  which  promotions  could  be 
made,  with  those  officers  whom  the  boaid  recom- 
mended, and  virtually  to  setaside  altogether  those 
offu',er.'»  of  the  Navy  who  were  not  recommended 
by  this  buurd'for  promotion. 


The  sittings  of  this  board  were  secret;  the  offi- 
cers who  were  passed  upon  had  no  opportunity 
to  appear  in  person  or  by  counsel,  or  to  submit 
any  testimony  or  to  make  any  statement  what- 
ever, nor  were  they  apprised  of  the  decision  in 
their  respective  cases  until  the  proceedings  of  the 
board  were  made  public.  And  when  the  pro- 
ceedings were  made  public,  the  board  simply  an- 
nounced the  result  to  which  they  had  come  with- 
out giving  any  reason  whatever  which  had  led  to 
the  conclusions  they  had  reached.  While  it  ia 
no  doubt  true  that  in  the  main  the  action  of  that 
board  was  just  and  proper,  yet  it  is  believed  that 
in  some  instances  injustice  was  done  to  some  mer- 
itorious officers;  and  in  a  multitude  of  other  cases 
there  was  room  for  officers  to  enter  complaints 
against  the  action  of  this  board  and  to  appeal  to 
their  friends,  to  the  Department,  and  to  Congress 
for  relief  from  the  decisions  of  that  board. 

The  Navy  Committees  of  both  Houses  of^Con- 
gresa  have  their  tables  piled  up  with  petitions  for 
relief  from  the  action  of  the  advisory  board  from 
those  officers  who  were  not  recommended  by  it 
for  promotion  to  the  highest  grades.  Now  the 
fifth  section  of  this  bill  provides  that  officers  not 
recommended  for  promotion  by  the  last  advisory' 
board  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  have  their 
cases  revised  and  rejudged  by  the  examining 
boards  which  are  provided  for  in  this  bill,  ana 
that  in  case  the  decision  of  the  two  boards  shall 
be  confirmatory  of  the  action  of  the  advisory 
board,  then  those  officers  shall  be  retired  and 
placed  out  of  the  line  of  actual  service.  But  if, 
on  the  contrary,  these  two  boards  shall  rescind 
the  action  of  the  advisory  board,  then  those  offi- 
cers who  liave  been  unjustly  displaced  shall  be 
restored  to  the  same  rank  and  grade  to  which  they 
would  have  been  entitled  if  they  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  advisory  board. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  any  meritori- 
ous officer  in  the  naval  service  who  shall  distin- 
guish himself  for  extraordinary  heroism  or  con- 
duct in  battle  may  be  advanced  thirty  numbers  in 
the  grade  to  which  he  belongs,  thereby  giving 
him  an  earlier  chance  for  promotion. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  substitute  provides 
for  the  appointment  of  fleet  engineers  and  fleet 
paymasters,  a  grade  of  officers  which  has  become 
necessary  by  the  greatly. increased  numbers  of 
naval  vessels,  and  the  extended  duties  of  the  ser- 
vice. Heretofore  each  vessel  has  reported  by  its 
chief  engineer  and  by  its  paymaster  directly  to 
the  Department  and  depot  of  naval  supplies.  That 
could  be  conveniently  done  in  time  of  peace,  but 
when  the  numberofvesselsina  squadron  becomes 
very^reat,  forty,  fifty,  or  possibly  a  hundred,  that 
practice  of  referring,  by  the  respective  officers  of 
each  vessel,  to  the  Department  and  to  the  naval 
station  on  shore,  was  found  to  be  too  complicated 
and  hazardous.  It  has  therefore  been  found  ne- 
cessary to  appoint  fleet  engineers  who  shall  have 
charge  of  all  the  machinery  and  tools  of  the  ves- 
sels of  the  fleet  or  squadron  to  which  he  is  at- 
tached; and  in  like  manner  to  appoint  a  fleet  pay- 
master who  shall  exercise  a  general  supervision 
over  all  the  accounts  of  the  paymasters  of  the 
several  vessels  of  the  re'spective  fleets,  who  shall 
take  account  of  all  nrovisions  and  other  supplie8_ 
belonging 'to  that  aepartmenl,  who  shall  make 
requisitions  from  the  shore  station,  and  return 
the  accounts  of  the  fleet  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  or  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
and  perform  all  other  duties  belonging  to  that 
kind  of  service. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Will  the 
gentleman  state  the  number  of  these  fleet  paymas- 
ters that  will  have  to  be  appointed  should  this  bill 
become  a  law? 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  The  number 
will  depend,  of  course,  upon  the  number  of  fleets 
and  squadrons  that  we  have  in  the  service,  but  it 
will  probably  be  not  more  than  twenty-one.  The 
committee  will  report  another  bill,  if  I  shall  have 
the  opportunity  to  do  so,  by  which  ihe  number 
will  be  limited  to  twenty-one. 

I  believe,  sir,  I  have  slated  the  substance  of  tbo 
bill,  and  I  now  call  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  substitute  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AtVairs  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  u  third  time;  and  beipg  engrossed,  it  wasftQ- 
coi'dingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


1864. 


THE  GONGKESSIONIL  GLOBE, 


1337 


Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  recon- 
eider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CLERKS  OF  NAVAL  PATMASTBR3. 

Mr.  JRTCE,  of  Massachusetts,  also,  from  the 
Commfttee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  back,  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  bill  of  the 
House  No.  300,  for  the  classification  of  the  clerks 
to  paymasters  in  the  Navy,  and  graduating  their 
pay. 

The  bill  waa  read.  It  authorizes  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  divide  the  clerks  of  paymasters 
into  four  classes  or  divisions,  and  to  graduate  and 
fix  the  pay  of  said  classes  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  duties  and  responsibilities,  and  to  dis- 
pense with  the  services  of  clerks  in  small  vessels, 
JDrovided  thSt  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  annual 
compensation  of  said  clerks  of  all  classes  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  paid  to  said  clerks  on  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1864,  for  the  same  numbej:  of  vessels 
and  stations. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  desire  to 
know  if  this  bill  proposes  an  increase  of  pay. 
I  would  ask  also  if  the  bill  just  passed  does  not 
increase  the  pa^  of  nflicers  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  1  think  not.  It 
Beems  to  be  the  purpose  of  the  present  Congress 
— the  wisdom  of  the  policy  I  will  not  now  stop 
to  consider — to  oppose  any  increase  of  salaries. 
The  only  object  of  this  bill  is  to  classify  the  clerks 
to  paymasters  in  the  Navy  and  to  appropriate  the 
present  sum  of  money  for  the  payment  of  such 
clerks  under  the  new  classification.  The  present 
compensation  of  clerks  to  paymasters  in  ships  of 
the  line  is  $700  per  annum,  clerks  to  paymasters 
of  frigates  |500,  and  in  smaller  vessels  $4U0.  Gen- 
tlemen will  see  at  once  that  these  salaries  are  very 
meager  indeed  for  the  kind  of  service  which  these 
officers  are  called  upon  to  perform. 

Now,  sir,  since  the  present  classification  was 
iViade  there  have  been  radical  changes  in  the  kind 
of  vessels  employed  in  the  Navy.  We  have  none 
of  the  old  line-of-battle  ships,  and  none  have  been 
to  sea  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years.  Steam  frig- 
ates like  the  Wabash  have  taken  the  place  of  line- 
of-battle  ships,  and  second-class  vessels  like  the 
Hartford  have  taken  the  place  of  frigates;  and 
vessels  of  the  class  of  the  Hartford,  which  carry 
a  larger  number  of  men,  and  are  in  all  respects 
more  important  vessels  than  the  old  frigates,  have 
paymasters'  clerks  receiving  salaries  of  only  *400 
a  year.  If  this  bill  shall  pass,  it  is  proposed,  as 
I  understand,  to  divide  the  clerks  of  paymasters 
into  four  classes,  to  dispense  with  the  services  of 
the  paymasters 'clerks  now  employed  in  the  small- 
est vessels,  and  to  divide  the  amount  appropriated 
into  salaries  of  about  twelve  hundred,  one  thou- 
sand, eight  hundred,  and  seven  hundred  dollars 
for  the  respective  classes  one,  two,  three,  and 
four,  and  to  require  the  stewards  to  perform  the 
dutiesatpresentdischarged  by  paymasters 'clerks 
in  vessels  of  the  smallest  class, 

.It  will  be  perceived,  therefore,  that  the  bill  only 
classifies  the  pay  masters '  clerks,  and  makes  anew 
disposition  of  the  money  now  appropriated  for 
their  pay  without  asking  any  increase  of  the  ap- 

Cropriation,     I  ask  the  previous  question  on  the 
ill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon 
the  table.     *  ' 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGK  FROM  TUE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Fornet, 
lis  Secretary,  informed  the  House  that  the  Senate 
had  oassed  a  bill  (S.  No.  197)  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  L.  Nelson;  in  which  he  was  directed  to 
aak  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

LOSS  OF  TUE  BRIG  BAINBRIDGE. 
Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts,  also,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  buck  a  bill  (H.R.  No. 
297)  fixing  the  date  of  the  loss  of  the  United 
States,  brig  Bainbridge,  and  for  the  relief  of  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines  of  the  same,  and  for 


other  purposes;  and  asked  to  have  it  put  upon  its 
passage. 

The  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  time  at 
which  shall  commence  the  pensions,  under  exist- 
ing lajvs,  of  the  widows  and  orphan  children  of 
the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  and  others  in 
the  service,  lost  in  the  United  States  brig  Bain- 
bridge, as  well  as  the  time  up  to  which  pay  shall 
be  allowed,  fixes  the  21st  of  August,  1863,  as  the 
day  to  be  deemed  and  taken  as  that  on  which  the 
said  brig  Bainbridge  foundered  at  sea. 

The  second  section  entitles  the  widows,  orphan 
children,  parents,  brothers  or  sisters  of  the  officers, 
seamen,  &c.,  lost  in  the  said  brig,  to  receive  out  of 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, sums  equal  to  twelve  .months'  pay  of  their 
deceased  relatives  aforesaid,  in  addition  to  the  pay 
due  to  them  at  the  date  of  the  loss  of  the  vessel. 

The  third  section  directs  the  proper  accounting 
officers  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Charles  C.  Wal- 
dron ,  late  acting  assistant  paymaster  of  the  Navy, 
lost  in  the  brig  Bainbridge,  with  all  the  vouchers, 
money,  stores,  supplies,  &c.,  by  allowing  him 
credit  for  whatever  sum  appears  due  to  him  on  the 
books  of  the  Department. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  consid- 
ering this  bill  in  the  House? 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  brig  Bainbridge  was  a  vessel  of  the  Navy, 
which  sailed  from  New  York  for  Port  Royal  on 
the  14th  of  August  last,  and  which  was  lost  at  sea 
a  few  days  afterwards,  off  Cape  Hatteras.  All  the 
officers  and  crew,  with  a  single  exception,  per- 
ished. The  object  of  the  bill  is  simply  to  fix  the 
date  of  the  loss  of  the  vessel,  in  order  that  the  De- 
partment may  know  the  time  at  which  the  pensions 
are  to  commence,  and  also  to  settle  the  accounts  of 
the  paymaster. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  RICE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to-. 

backett's  harbor, 

Mr.  RICE,  ofMassachusetts,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  back  a  joint  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  sell  at  pub- 
lic auction  lot  No.  13  in  the  village  of  Sackett's 
Harbor,  New  York. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizes  and  empovrers 
theSecretary  of  theNavy,at  his  discretion,  to  sell 
at  public  auction,  after  proper  advertisement,  and 
to  convey  by  quit  claim  or  otherwise,  lot  No.  13 
in  the  village  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  New  York,  not 
being  wanted  for  use  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  explain  for  what  purpose  this  prop- 
erty has  been  previously  held  by  the  Government.'' 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will  answer 
the  gentleman  by  sending  to  the  Clerk's  desk  a 
letter  from  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Docks,  which  contains  the  information  he  asks. 

The  letter  was  read. 

Thejoint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  RiCE,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  thejoint  resolution  was 
passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  nootion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ENGINEER  CORPS  OF  TUE  NAVY. 
Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts,  also,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  back,  with  a  substitute, 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  351)  to  establish  additional 
grades  in  the  engineer  corps  of  the  Navy;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted  to  the 
CoHimittee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

APPOINTMENT  OP  NAVAL  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  PIKE,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
an  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
appoint  certain  o&cers  in  the  Navy;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizes  theSecretary  of  theNavy, 
for  and  during  the  present  insurrection,  to  appoint 
acting  lieutenant  commanders  and  acting  com- 
manucrs,  with  the  same  rate  of  compensation  al- 
lowed to  officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the  Navy. 


The  second  section  repeals  the  proviso  in  section 
ten  of  an  act  to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade 
of  line  officers  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
approved  July  16,  1862. 

Mr.  PIKE.  1  will  explain  the  object  of  this  bill. 
It  is,  in  the  first  section,  to  assimilate  promotions 
among  officers  of  the  volunteer  Navy  to  promo- 
tions among  officers  of  the  volunteer  Army.  The 
Secretary  of  theNavy  is  now  authorized  by  law 
to  appoint  mates,  ensigns,  masters,  and  lieuten- 
ants. This  bill  authorizes  him  to  appoint  two 
higher  grades.  And  as  the  Secretary  will  make 
the  appointments  only  on  account  of  meritorious 
service  in  actual  conflict  with  the  enemy,  which 
is  now  the  mode  of  appointing  acting  lieutenants, 
there  is  no  reason  why  these  meritorious  officers 
should  not  be  advanced  these  two  grades;  pro- 
vided they  have  achieved  distinction  and  don^ 
sufficient  work  to  warrant  the  promotion.  That 
is  the  object  of  the  first  section.  The  second  sec- 
tion makes  but  one  change  in  the  law  of  1862, 
The  law  of  1862  provides  for  a  transfer  of  lieur 
tenants  from  the  volunteer  service  to  the  regular 
service,  provided  that  the  lieutenants  shall  have, 
received  the  thanks  of  Congress  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  President  of  the  United  States^. 
In  that  case  of  transfer  to  the  regular  service  the 
number  in  that  grade,  it  is  provided,  shall  not  be 
increased.  This  bill  provides  that  the  President 
may  place  them  in  ffte  regular  Navy  of  the  same 
grade  they  occupied  when  they  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  volunteer  Navy.  If  there  be 
no  obje.ction,  I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  ask  the;  gentleman  to  yiel4 
to  me. 

Mr.  PIKE,  I  will  hear  what  the  gentleman 
has  to  say. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  propose  an  amendment  a,^ 
an  additional  section* 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows^ 

Sec.  4.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  designate  from  the  Mississippi  squadron  and  from 
eacli  coast  squadron  the  officer  of  wliatever  rank  who  in 
command  of  a  single  vessel  has  captured  or  destroyed  the 
largest  amount  of  shipping  or  other  property  afloat  belong- 
ing to  or  in  the  service  of  tlie  enemy,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent nominate  the  persons  llius  designated,  not  exceeding 
one  from  each  squadron,  for  promotion  to  the  grade  next 
above  that  which  such  person  shall  at  the  time  hold  In  tlia 
Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  PIKE.  As  the  organ  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  I  cannot  consent  to  accept  that 
amendment.  Not  wishing  to  be  discourteous  to 
the  gentleman,!  will  permit  the  amendment  to  ba 
presented  for  the  decision  of  the  House.  ;; 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PIKE  demanded  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  orclered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  ac-» 
cordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PIKE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to, 

NAVAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  PIKE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  back  Senate  bill  No.  76,  relating 
to  appointments  in  the  naval  service  and  courts- 
martial,  with  an  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  read.  It  strikes  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  vol- 
unteer appointments  in  the  Navy  slAll  be  subject 
to  the  confirmation  of  the  Senate  as  well  as  regular 
appointments. 

Mr.  PIKE.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  committee  did 
not  see  the  necessity  of  submitting  these  tempo- 
rary volunteer  appointments  to  the  Senate  for 
confirmation.  It  has  not  been  done  up  to  this 
time,  and  it  would  work  great  inconvenience  to 
submit  all  of  these  minor  appointments  to  the 
Senate  before  the  men  were  sent  on  duty.  It  is 
known  that  the  Senate  is  overworked  now  in  the 
matter  of  appointments. 

I  demand  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

On  the  amendment,  on  adivision,  there  were — 
ayes  60,  noes  18;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  Chairman  ordered  tellers,  and  appointed 
Messrs.  Ames  and  Holman. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in,  the  tellers 
having  ronorted — ayes .60,  noes  37. 

The  bill,  us  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  read  A 
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third  time;  and  it  was  accordingly  rend  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PIKE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  nQotion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PIKE,  the  title  was  amended 
to  agree  with  the  amendment  in  the  body  of  the 
bilU 

WILLIAM  WHEELER  HUBB15LL. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AfTniis,  reported  back  House  joint  resolu- 
tion No.  51,  relative  to  the  claim  for  letters  patent 
of  William  Wheeler  Hubbell. 

INlr.  SPALDING.  jVIr.Speaker,  this  joint  res- 
olution is  reported  from  the  mnjority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  but  I  doubt  much  the 
propriety  of  its  passage.  If  the  party  hap  not 
the  right  to  go  before  the  Court  of  Claims  1  do 
not  see  why  we  should  do  for  him  what  we  do  not 
do  for  others.  If  he  has  that  right,  why  does  he 
not  go  there  without  this  resolution?  lam  op- 
posed to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  The  preamble  sets  forth 
the  facts  in  the  cnse. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  Let  the  joint  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.     I  cannot  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  move  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  The  gentleman  has  not 
the  floor  to  make  that  motion.  The  papers  which 
this  gentleman  laid  before  the  committee  this  year 
and  last  year  are  very  voluminous.  The  com- 
mittee have  looked  at  them  somewhat  carefully. 
Tills  bill  sends  the  case  to  the  Court  of  Claims, 
and  provides  that  that  court  shall  investigate  the 
question  whether  this  party  is  the  patentee, 
whether  he  is  the  original  inventor,  and  whether 
he  is  entitled  to  any  compensation.  If  they  find 
that  he  is,  they  are  to  inquire  what  amount  of 
compensation  he  shall  liave.  The  shells  are  cer- 
tainly very  valuable,  and  If  he  is  the  inventor  he 
is  cniiilcd  to  compensation.  If  he  is  entitled  to 
compensation,  the  amount  might  be  a  very  large 
sum.  The  committee  have  limited  that,  and  the 
court  cannot  find  an  amount  exceeding  $100,000. 
The  committee  reported  last  year,  and  they  re- 
port this  year  again,  and  the  question  is  now  be- 
fore the  House  for  its  determination. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  donotknowhow  this  claim 
got  before  the  Naval  Committee,  but  I  do  know 
U  was  not  properly  referred.  I  am  opposed  to 
passing  the  bill  as  it  is  reported  by  the  committee 
for  the  reason  that  I  will  not  consent  to  give  the 
Court  of  Claims  jurisdiction  in  a  single  case  where 
they  may,  by  their  decision,  draw  money,  as  1 
take  it,  contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  from  the  Treasury  without  a  special  act  of 
Congres.s  in  each  case.  Now,  sir,  the  proper 
place  foi'  this  gentleman  to  present  this  claim 
against  the  Government,  if  there  isa  claim  against 
us,  is  before  the  Committee  of  Claims  of  this 
House.  That  committee  is  charged  with  guard- 
ing the  special  interest  of  the  Government,  and  to 
see  that  justice  is  done  to  claimants. 

Now,  I  do  object  to  bringing  in  here,  from  va- 
rious committefes,  claims,  some  of  which  arc  valid 
and  others  which  I  know  by  personal  investiga- 
tion to  be  invalid.  I  object  to  sending  such  cases 
to  the  Court  of  Claims,  where  the  Government  has 
not  suflicient' protection,  where  there  is  no  j»*ry 
to  try  the  case,  and  where  a  majority  of  the  court 
may,  if  they  choose, enter  up  judgmentto  the  full 
amount  to  which  they  are  limited — which  in  this 
case  is  $100, 000 — without  our  Ichowing  whether 
the  claim  is  just  and  proper  or  not. 

I  prefer  that  tlie  old  policy  of  the  Government 
flhall  be  adhered  to,  and  that  the  Committees  of 
Claims  in  this  House  and  the  Senate,  which  are 
created  for  the  express  purpose  of  passing  upon 
all  legitimate  and  honest  claimsagainstthis  Gov- 
ernment, shall  have  the  examination  ofthese  cases, 
shall  report  the  facts  to  the  House,  and  upon  the 
judgment  of  the  House,  recorded  here,  the  man 
having  the  claim  shall  obtain  his  money  out  of 
the  Treasury.  Certainly,  in  this  system  of  legis- 
lating we  arc  introducing  an  entirely  new  policy — 
that  of  allowing  a<-omrnittee  of  this  House,  who 
liavc  not  time  to  examine  a  case  because  of  the 
large  number  of  witnesses  to  be  examinfd,  to 
shove  the  responsibility  ofT  of  themselves,  and 
send  the  case  to  a  court  and  authorize  it  to  draw 


hundreds  and  millions  of  dollars  from  tlie  Treas- 
ury without  ever  submitting  the  case  to  Congress 
to  be  passed  upon  by  it.  1  call  upon  the  memliers 
of  this  House  to  look  at  these  cases.  We  had 
one  or  two  of  these  cases  here  before,  and  I  sat 
quietly  in  my  seat,  preferring  that  older  members 
should  take  the  lead  in  opposition  to  this  policy, 
but  now  I  cannot  sit  here  and  allow  this  prece- 
dent to  bo  established.  To  secure  a  test  vote  of 
the  House  I  move  that  the  report  and  accom- 
panying bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  KELLEYi  Like  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat,  1  do  not  know  how  this  mat- 
ter got  before  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs; 
but  I  do  know  it  was  referred  to  that  committee 
by  the  last  Congress,  and  was  reported  upon  by 
that  committee,  though  it  was  not  finally  acted 
on  by  the  House.  The  case  grows  out  of  a  mat- 
ter entirely  connected  with  the  business  of  the 
Navy.  The  claim  arises  agairwt  the  Naval  De- 
partment, and  it  seems  to  me  that  is  the  appro- 
priate committee.  It  seems  to  have  been  the  sense 
of  this  House  at  an  early  day  of  this  session,  as 
it  did  last  Congress,  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Naval  Committee. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  special  merits  of  this 
case,  but  it  happens  that  I  know  the  claimant.  I 
have  known  him  one  half  of  his  life,  and  that 
portion  has  been  devoted  to  the  questions  involved 
in  this  claim — that  of  naval  gunnery,  shells,  and 
fuses.  I  know  he  was  almost  lost  for  a  long  sc- 
ries of  years  from  the  bar  of  Philadelphia,  of 
which  he  v/as  a  member,  by  his  devotion  to  this 
matter;  and  I  know  that  the  experiments  he  made 
attracted  not  only  the  attention  of  the  community 
at  large  but  of  great  numbers  of  naval  men  and 
officers  of  our  Army.  Whether  he  has  a  just 
claim  or  not  I  cannot  say.  He  holds  patents  from 
the  Government  for  shells:  they  are  now  used; 
for  fuses:  they  are  now  used;  and  I  think  that  it 
is  asking  but  a  small  favor  from  the  Government, 
which  should  try  to  deal  justly  with  its  own  peo- 
ple, that  one  of  its  own  courts  may  investigate 
the  question  and  decide  ujion  it. 

We  are  drawing  near,  I  trust,  to  the  close  of 
the  session,  and  I  think  great  injustice  will  be 
done  to  the  claisnant,  who  does  not  come  and  ask 
an  appropriation  but  simply  a  judicial  investiga- 
tion of  liis  claim,  that  it  shall,  near  the  close  of  the 
session,  be  referred  to  another  committee  after 
having  been  regularly  referred  by  the  House  to 
the  Naval  Committee,  reported  by  thatcornmittee, 
and  the  report  recommitted,  as  it  has  been. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  Does  the  gentleman  pretend 
to  say  that  no  appropriation  is  contemplated  by 
this  bill? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  1  say  that  it  does  not  make 
an  appropriation.  It  simply  asks  an  investiga- 
tion. The  Committee  on  Naval  AfTairs  simply 
recommend  that  what  appears  to  be  a  complicated 
question  and  one  of  some  magnitude  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  a  competent  forum  for  investigation  and 
adjudication. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  Does  the  gentleman  prefer 
that  this  question  and  all  others  like  it  shall  go  to 
the  Court  of  Claims  and  not  to  the  Commilteeof 
Claims  of  this  House? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  am  speaking  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  not  of  all  others  like  it.  I  think  that 
something  like  a  sense  of  justice  should  govern 
us  in  this  case,  and  in  every  other  case,  and  I  say 
that  after  having  been,  throughout  the  last  Con- 
gress, before  the  Naval  Committee,  and  after  be- 
ing referred  to  the  Naval  Committee  by  this  Con- 
gress, and  after  that  committee  has  reported  hnd 
their  report  has  been  recommitted,  it  would  be 
dealing  unfairly  by  this  claimant  to  make  a  new 
reference  now,  and  put  him  back  into  the  posi- 
tion he  was  in  at  the  beginning  of  this  session.  I 
believe  tliat  the  Comtnittee  of  Claims  have  just 
about  as  much  business  before  them  as  they  can 
well  attend  to;  and  I  shall  regard  a  reference  of 
this  bill  to  that  committee  as  a  refusal  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  act  upon  itduring  this  Congress, 
because  before  they  can  act  on  it,  and  make  a 
report,  we  shall  be  in  the  crisis  of  business  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  and  there  can  be  no  action 
upon  it. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  desire  to  ask  my  colleagiic 
on  tile  committee  why  it  is  necessary  that  this 
claim  shall  go  to  the  Court  of  Claims  through 
tliis  Congress.  The  claimant  now  has  an  oppor- 
tunity to  bring  his  claim  before  that  court. 


Mr.  KELLEY.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
answer  the  gentleman's  question.  I  know  the 
Naval  Committee  seem  to  nave  thought  it  import- 
ant that  this  bill  should  pass.  They  could  not 
take  time  to  examine  the  claim.  They  are  meet- 
ing daily,  and  very  frequently  in  the  evenings. 
They  were  in  session  yesterday  afternoon  after 
the  short  session  of  the  House,  because  their 
liours  are  all  filled. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
why  tliis  parly  does  not  take  his  claim  at  once  to 
the  Court  of  Claims  without  coming  here. 

Mr.  KELLEY.      This  directs  him  to  do  that. 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  directs  him,  then,  to  avail 
himself  of  a  remedy  which  he  has  already  with- 
out any  action  of  Congress. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  have  notcharge  of  this  bill. 
I  only  give  the  reasons  why  I  thinic  that  the  bill 
ought  not  to  be  diverted  to  another  committee  at 
this  time.  My  distinguished  colleague  [Mr. 
Moorhead]  who  reported  the  bill  can  answer  the 
gentleman's  question. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Has  the  morning  hour  ex- 
pired? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  has,  ten  minutes  since. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Then  I  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  the  special  order. 

Mr.  ASFILEY.  Will  this  bill  come  up  as  the 
unfinished  business  in  the  morning  hour  to-mor- 
row? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  come  up  to-morrow 
tnorning  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the 
Journal. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  SPEAKER,  pending  Mr.  Hooper's  mo- 
tion, by  unanimous  consent,  laid  before  the  House 
a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  report  of  Mr.  Charles  B.  Stuart, 
consulting  engineer  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
upon  the  proposed  improvement  to  pass  gunboats 
from  tidewater  to  the  northern  and  northwestern 
lakes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REVOLOTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  312)  to  increase  the  pensions 
of  revolutionary  pensioners,  now  on  the  rolls  of 
the  Pension  Office. 

Senate  amendmenf: 

Insert  the  word.s  "  each  of,"  so  that  It  will  read,  "the 
Bum  of  0100  per  annum  to  each  of  the  surviving,"  &c. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
PATENT  OFFICE  PRELIMINARY  REPORT. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  a  resolution,  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to,  to  print  for  the  use  of 
the  House  twenty  thousand  copies  of  the  prelim- 
inary report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  and 
ten  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  now  insist  or^  my  motion 
that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended;  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Brande- 
GEE  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration, 
as  a  special  order,  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  333)  to 
provide  a  national  currency  secured  by  a  pledge  of 
united  States  stocks,  and  to  provide  for  the  cir- 
culation and  redemption  thereof;  on  wjiich,  by 
order  of  the  House,  all  general  debate  was  closed. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  ofTered 
by  Mr.  Ross,  to  strike  out  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Hooper  the  words,  "  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  Hooper's  amendment  was  as  follows: 

Adil  to  (ecllon  sovcn  the  foUowifii;: 

Proviilfit,  Tli.^t  b;inkK  with  n  cn|iltnl  of  not  less  tlinil 
.^."iOiOOn  may,  with  the  approval  ol  tlin  Secrotnry  -of  lh« 
'I'ccnMny,  h«  org.iniicd  In  any  place  llir  pnjuilnUon  «t 
which  does  nut  exceed  nix  thousand  tnhabltaiit.i. 
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The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Hooper's  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  first  provision  of  the  eighth 
section  of  the  bill,  which  declares  that  every  f\sso- 
ciation  formed  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  from  the  date  of  the  execution  of  its 
organization  certificate  be  a  body  corporate,  but 
shall  transact  no  business  except  such  as'may  be 
incidental  to  its  organization  and  necessarily  pre- 
liminary until  authorized  by  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Currency  to  commence  the  business  of  bank- 
ing. Under  this  clause  persons  may  be  incorpo- 
rated for  weeks  and  months  without  the  public 
knowing  anything  of  it.  They  may  enter  into 
agreements  and  contract  liabilities,  and  if  the  as- 
sociation do^ot  perfect  its  organization,  they  may 
say  that  they  were  a  body  corporate  and  were  not 
personally  liable  for  the  preliminary  agreements 
•  which  they  may  have^made.  It  strikes  me  that 
that  is  a  very  loose  way  of  permitting  a  corpora- 
tion to  exist  as  a  corporation,  without  there  being 
any  public  record  of  it  anywhere.  I  think  that 
should  be  corrected. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  think  if  the  gentleman  will 
look  at  the  sentence  that  follows  he  will  find  there 
is  not  much  force  in  his  objection.  It  provides 
that  no  business  except  such  as  may  be  incidental 
to  the  organization,  and  necessarily  preliminary, 
shall  be  performed  until  authorized  by  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Currency. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  have  observed  that;  but  the 
objection  which  I  make  goes  beyond  that.  Here 
we  have  a  corporation  existing  for  certain  pur- 
poses, while  there  is  no  public  office  where  a  man 
can  go  and  find  out  who  the  corporators  are  or 
what  the  corporation  is.  The  arrangements  pre- 
liminary to  going  into  business  may  be  large  or 
small,  depending  upon  the  future  or  the  capital  of 
the  corporation.  Liabilities  may  be  contracted  to 
the  extent  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  while  the 
parties  dealing  with  them  may  suppose  they  are 
dealing  with  them  personally,  the  corporators 
may  turn  round  afterwards  and  say  they  were  a 
corporation,  and  may  produce  th6  instrument, 
which  may  be  dated  six  months  back.  It  is  true 
they  cannot  transact  business  as  a  banking  cor- 
poration, bat  still  it  strikes  me  that  it  is  all  wrong 
to  allow  a  body  politic  to  exist  for  any  purpose 
whatever  without  there  being  a  record  of  it  in  any 
public  office. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  propose  an  amendment.' 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  propose  to  amend  the  section 
by  making  it  read: 

Shall  be  a  body  corporate  from  the  time  of  the  publication 
of  a  notice  of  llie  execution  of  its  articles  of  organization 
In  a  newspaper  published  In  the  place  in  which  its  business 
Is  to  be  ti'ansactod. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  see 
any  necessity  for  the  amendment;  on  the  other 
hand,  I  think  it  would  be  injudicious.  The  as- 
sociation subscribes  to  the  stock.  When  that  is 
done  they  sign  an  organization  certificate.  They 
can  do  nothing  more  than  prepare  a  place  for 
business,  renting  a  house,  or,  if  there  be  a  neces- 
sity, buying  one,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting 
business — simply  that  which  is  preliminary  to  the 
banking  business.  There  is  nobody  trusting  them; 
they  issue  no  certificates;  thcry  enter. into  no  con- 
tracts, except  the  conti-act  as  individuals  to  pro- 
vide a  place  for  business.  That  is  preliminary, 
and  necessarily  preliminary,  to  their  entering  into 
business.  The  public  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
There  is  no  circulation,  no  bills  to  discount;  noth- 
ing of  this  kind  done.  I  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment will  not  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  move  the  following 
amendment: 

In  section  eight  strike  out  the  words,  "  by  buying  and 
welling  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion,  by  loaning  money 
on  real  and  personal  security;"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert, 
'  by  selling  any  coin  received  as  Interest  on  United  States 
bonds  lield  by  such  associations."  » 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  trouble  the  commit- 
tee with  any  extended  remarks.  I  could  not  well 
pass  by  this  provision  without  offering  a  substi- 
tute for  It.  These  words  1  propose  to  strike  out 
must  mean  real  cstat(^  I  only  say  I  supposed  that 
banks  with  that  authority  had  nlmo.st  ceased  to 
exist  in  the  commercial  world.   There  is  also  au- 


thority to  loan  money  upon  personal  security, 
which  I  suppose  to  mean  personal  property.  In 
the  preceding  paragraph  I  find  these  words: 

"And  exercise  under  this  act  all  such  Incidental  powers 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  business  of  banking 
by  discounting  and  negotiating  promissory  notes,  checks, 
bills  of  exchange,  and  othej:  evidences  of  debt;  by  receiv- 
ing deposits." 

If  this  be  not  considered  authority  to  loan  money 
upon  a  pledge  of  personal  property,  then  it  is  un- 
necessary. If  it  is,  then  it  is  authority  to  do  the 
business  of  pawnbroking. 

I  think  it  unwise  to  give  to  these  banks  au- 
thority to  buy  and  sell  gold  and  silver  coin  and 
bullion;  and  I  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  marked  difference  between  this  bill  and  the 
law  as  it  now  stands.  In  the  existing  law,  sec- 
tion eleven,  authority  is  given  to  buy  and  sell  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  foreign  coin,  and  bills  of  ex- 
change. Authority  is  given  to  the  banks  to  buy 
and  sell  gold  and  silver  coin  of  the  United  States. 
We  have  been  complaining  of  the  value  of  gold 
in  the  market  produced  by  speculators.  We  pro- 
pose by  this  bill  to  do  two  things  which  I  think 
very  unwise,  or  rather  one  thing  based  upon  a 
great  fact;  we  have  created  a  system  of  banks, 
with  authority  to  issue  $300,000,000  of  currency; 
they  have  authority  to  increase  and  inflate  the 
currency,  and  to  increase,  therefore,  the  price  of 
property,  including  the  price  of  gold  in  the  mar- 
ket; and  we  give  them  authority  to  deal  in  coin: 
therefore  they  have  authority  to  fix  the  standard 
which  shall  measure  the  value  of  coin  and  to  go 
into  the  market  to  buy  and  sell.  For  one  I  will 
not  consent  to  that  authority. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  So  far  as  this  provision  is 
concerned  it  is  precisely  as  it  is  now.  It  allows 
them  to  sell  gold  and  silver  bullion,  for  all  coin  is 
now  bullion,  subject  to  be  dealt  in.  Suppose  thdt 
these  banks  have  accumulated  aquantity  of  gold, 
and  suppose  that  thatgold,  by  the  operations  ofour 
currency,  is  sixty  per  cent,  above  par,  is  it  to  be 
expected  that  the  banks  will  loan  that  out  at  par.^ 
They  will  sell  it  the  same  as  the  State  banks.  The 
time  has  passed  when  you  are  to  consider  gold  as 
currency.  It  is  a  commodity  of  traffic  as  much 
as  bills  of  exchange.     So  much  for  that. 

With  regard  to  loans  on  real  and  personal  se- 
curity, the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  with 
his  knowledge  of  law,  knows  that  personal  se- 
curity means  the  security  of  a  person — not  the 
security  of  personal  property.  Personal  security 
is  a  drawer  and  indorser. 

Then  there  is  another  thing  provided  for  here. 
It  is,  that  the  banks  may  make  loans  in  addition 
to  those  upon  real  estate.  How?  It  may  be  that 
a  bank  is  willing  to  loan  to  a  manufacturer.  They, 
may  not  know  his  security,  his  indorsers;  or  it 
may  not  be  convenient  for  the  manufacturer  to 
find  the  indorsers  they  want.  He  then  gives  his 
promissory  note,  payable  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  this  banking  law,  and,  as  col  lateral  security, 
gives  a  mortgage  upon  real  estate,  instead  of  giving 
a  friend  as  an  indorser.  I  wish  this  always  had 
been  the  law,  and  that  they  had  not  been  allowed 
to  give  a  personal  indorser.  Some  of  us  would 
have  been  greatly  better  off,  and  so  would  the 
banks.  If  there  be  a  sufficient  margin  taken  by 
mortgage,  with  a  continuing  guarantee  for  re- 
newal, there  would  be  no  difficulty.  This  is  the 
very  safest  security  for  a  bank,  the  most  handy  to 
the  lender,  and  most  con  venient  for  its  friends. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment, 

Mr.  HOLMAN  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Ganson  and  Mr. 
BouTWELL  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  18,  noes  52;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  call  for  a  division  was  withdrawn;  and  the 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  language  of  the  twenty-sixth  line. 
I  move  to  amend  that  line  by  striking  out  the 
words  "real  and,"  so  that  the  clause  shall  read, 
"  by  loaning  money  on  personal  security."  My 
object  in  moving  the  amendment  is  to  say  that  in 
the  State  of  New  York  we  for  a  considerable  time 
discounted  on  security  of  real  estate.  Experience 
soon  taught  us  that  that  was  a  dangerous  system 
of  banking.  And  the  western  States,  which  conied 
our  original  banking  law,  suffered  greatly  tlflre- 
by,  and  their  currency  became  unavailable  when 
in  a  crisis  it  was  demanded  for  immediate  use. 
Experience  taught  the  State  of  New  York,  under 


the  free  banking  system,  that  the  use  of  real  es- 
tate in  banking  was  unsafe. 

In  reply  to  some  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  upon  this  subject,  permit  me  to  say, 
first,  that  the  principle  of  banking  requires  two 
available  securities,  immediately  available:  first, 
the  drawer  of  the  note,  and  second,  the  indorser. 
Now-,  if  a  mortgage  on  real  estate  is  given  as  se- 
curity, and  in  time  of  trial  the  note  is  not  paid, 
and  recourse  has  to  be  had  to  the  security,  the 
mortgage  has  to  be  foreclosed  and  all  the  laws  in 
relation  to  real  estate  have  to  be  gone  through 
with  before  the  reale  state  can  be  made  available 
for  the  purpose  of  converting  this  security  in  the 
market.  However,  I  do  rrot  suppose  it  is  of  any 
use  incidentally  to  enter  one's  protest  against 
wrong  principles  of  banking  contained  in  this  bill, 
or  to  discuss  them.  I  do  not  wish  to  insist  upon 
a  division  of  the  committee  if  the  amendment  is 
not  adopted,  because  that  will  disclose  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  quorum  here,  and  that  the  most 
important  currency  and  banking  bill  that  ever 
came  before  the  country  is  acted  upon  here  with- 
out the  presence  of  a.  quorum. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  language  of 
the  eighth  section,  in  line  thirty-two,  page  7;  and, 
in  connection  with  that,  to  refer  to  section  five. 
It  says  that  the  board  of  directors  shall  have 
power  to  determine, amongolherthings,  the  man- 
ner in  which  its  property  may  be  transferred.  I 
move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "  its 
property  transferred."  Section  five  authorizes 
these  associations  to  make  every  regulation  not 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  That 
would  authorize  the  corporation  to  entirely  change 
the  law  of  the  land;  it  would  authorize  them  to 
say  that  a  verbal  guarantee  of  a  note  would  be 
good;  it  would  enable  them  to  change  entirely  the 
law  in  relation  to  indorsers;  and  it  would  author- 
ize them  to  make  a  mortgage  by  parol  instead  of 
in  writing.  Now  I  object  to  vesting  this  general 
and  indefinite  power  in  any  corporation;  and  be- 
cause'this  line  to  which  1  have  referred  is  con- 
nected with  the  provisions  of  section  five,  I  have 
proposed  to  strike  it  out.  Under  that  sentence  a 
corporation  could  provide  that  it  should  sell  its 
real  estate  which  it  might  hold  by  parol,  and  not 
by  an  article  under  seal. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  eighth 
section  by  striking  outin  the  twenty-sixth  line  the 
words  "coin  and,"  and  inserting  after  the  word 
"  bullion"  the  words  "and  foreign  coin,"  so  that 
it  will  correspond  with  the  existing  law. 

The  amendiifient  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  move  to  amend 
section  nine  by  striking  out  in  lines  four  and  five 
the  words  "shall  during  his  whole  term  of  ser- 
vice be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States."  I  do  not 
understand,  sir,  that  the  capacity  of  any  individ- 
ual to  manage  the  affairs  of  a  bank  depends  upon 
the  question  of  citizenship.  I  know  that  in  my 
own  State  there  are  many  banking  institutions,  or 
that  there  are  some  banking  institutions  which 
are  owned  and  managed  almost  entirely  by  per- 
sons who  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States; 
and  this  House,  by  compelling  persons  who  have 
taken  out  their  first  papers  to  be  enrolled  as  sub- 
ject to  the  draft,  has  recognized  at'least  the  duty 
of  persons  who  are  denizens  of  this  country, 
though  not  citizens,  of  responding  to  the  calls  of 
the  Government  where  those  calls  involve  a  pub- 
lic burden.  I  can  hardly  understand  upon  what 
principle  gentlemen  can  say  that  persons  of  this 
class  who  invest  their  money  in  corporations  of 
this  kind  shall  not  have  a  voice  in  the  manage- 
ment of  such  corporations. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Chairman,  Isee  no  rea- 
son for  striking  out  those  words.  I  think  that  a 
man  who  has  not  qualified  himself  to  hold  real 
estate  in  this  country  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
manage  the  great  moneyed  intcrests'of  the  nation. 
If  he  desires  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  a  citi- 
zen let  him  take  the  oath  of  allegiance;  let  him  do 
as  other  citizens  do.  This  is  no  provision  made 
against  foreigners,  but  simply  against  foreigners 
who  design  to  live  and  do  business  in  the  country 
without  ever  becoming  subject  to  or  owing  alle- 
giance to  the  Government. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  if  this  provision  does  not 
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require  full  citizenship,  and  if  the  taking  of  the 
oath  which  he  suggests  would  authorize  a  man  to 
be  a  director? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Whenever  a  man  assumes 
the  oath  of  allegiance  he  will  be  entitled  to  be  a 
director. 

Now,  sir,  a  foreigner  cannot  be.earolled;  he  is 
not  liable  to  military  duty. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Does  not  thia  section  re- 
quire every  director  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Certainly;  but  it  makes  no 
difference  between  an  adopted  citizen  and  a  native- 
born  citizen.  A  foreigner  who  comes  here  and  is 
willing  to  become  a  citizen  is  by  this  law  entitled 
to  its  privileges. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  beg  pardon  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  but  1  apprehend  that 
1  have  not  made  myself  understood.  I  suppose 
that  a  man  cannot  become  a  citizen  under  five 
years,  and  yet  I  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  suggest  that  after  he  had  taken 
the  oath  he  might  be  a  director  under  this  act. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  After  he  had  taken  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  I  said. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  That  oath  of  allegiance  is 
taken  when  he  declares  hia  intention  to  become 
a  citizen. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  so  understand  it. 
He  then  declares  that  it  is  his  intention  to  take 
that  oath  and  renounce  his  allegiance  to  his  own 
Government,  but  the  declaration  first  filed  is  no 
renunciation  of  allegiance  to  a  foreign  Power,  and 
he  remains  the  subject  of  a  foreign  Power  until 
he  takes  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  takes  out  his 
papers  of  naturalization.  That  is  the  way  in 
which  I  understand  the  law. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Then  does  the  gentleman 
intend  to  exclude  a  party  from  being  a  director 
during  the  five  years? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  intend  to  exclude  him  until 
he  becomes  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  is  no  great  hardship.  If  he  will  not  qualify 
himself,  why  should  he  come  here  with  his  large 
capital  and  govern  the  whole  monetary  interests 
of  the  country  ?  He  might  be  enabled  in  that  way, 
without  having  any  sympathy  with  us,  without 
owing  any  allegiance  to  the  Government,  to  enter 
into  competition  which  would  materially  control 
the  welfare  of  the  nation.  I  object  to  it.  I  have 
no  objection  to  naturalized  citizens.  When  they 
have  shown  that  they  intend  to  be  subject  to  all 
the  laws  of  the  country  and  have  taken  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  then  they  can  hold  real  estate  and 
then  they  can  become  corporators  under  this  law. 
In  my  judgment  they  never  ought  to  before, 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  ask  that  the  section  be 
read  as  it  will  stand  if  amended. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  9.  ^nd  Le  it  further  eiiacted,  Thai  the  a/Tain  Of  every 
association  shall  hs  managed  by  not  less  than  five  directors, 
one  of  whom  shall  be  llie  president.  Every  director,  and 
at  least  three  fourths  of  the  directors,  shall  have  resided  In 
the  State  in  which  siK^hussociatinn  is  located  one  yearnext 
preceding  their  election  as  directors,  and  be  residents  of 
said  State  durinj  their  continuance  in  office,  &c. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  modify  my 
amendment  by  striking  out  also  the  words  "  each 
director  shall."  I  wish  simply  to  make  a  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  ThisHouse, 
in  the  bill  passed  to  enroll  soldiers,  has  provided 
that  persons  who  have  taken  out  theirfirst  papers, 
and  who  have  voted,  shall  be  liable  to  do  military 
duty.  I  claim  tliat  that  liability  to  answer  in  invol- 
untary service  to  the  United  States  shall  go  hand 
in  hand  with  the  rights  of  citizenship.  The  gen- 
tleman says,  in  this,  that  ncnrly  one  fourth  of  the 
voters  of  the  Slate  which  I  represent,  who  are 
liable  to  be  enrolled  and  sent  out  to  the  service  in 
the  Army,  shall  be  disfraiicliisfd  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  own  property,  nnd  be  excluded  from 
the  poor  privilege  of  becoming  stockholders  or 
having  a  vcvce  in  the  direction  of  these  banks 
which  we  arc  about  to  establish. 

If  the  gentleman  will  do  justice,  if  he  will  con- 
sent to  exempt  those  parties  to  whom  I  have  re- 
ferred from  tiH?ir  liability  under  the  draft,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  each  will  accept  of  such  exemption 
in  return  for  the  los.s  of  this  privilege  provided  for 
here.  Bulus  long  as  we  say  by  our  acts  that  they 
are  liable  to  all  the  duties  of  citizenship,  I  claim 
tJiat  it  would  be  most  unjust  to  disfrancliisc  them 
of  the  privileges  of  citiz<:iiHhip. 

The  tiuestii^i.)  bpingon  tkett.mi6fiilmon^fifimQ<il- 


fied,  tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messra.  Kellogg, 
of  Michigan,  and  Holman,  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided,  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  28,  noes  68. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  move  to  amend  the 
nintlt  section  by  striking  out  the  words  "  any  loan 
obtained  from,  or  debt  owing  to,  the  association 
of  which  he  is  a  director,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  '*  for  debts  due  by  him."  As 
the  section  now  stands  the  director  of  any  bank 
can  hypothecate  his  stock  in  another  bank.  The 
least  that  can  be  asked  for  a  director  is  that  he 
shall  own  ten  shares  of  stock  of  §100  each,  clear 
of  all  debts  to  anybody. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  move  to  amend  the  ninth  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  following  words: 

And  at  least  three  fourths  of  the  directors  shall  have  re- 
sided in  the  Slate  in  which  such  association  is  located  one 
year  next  preceding  iheir  election  as  directors,  smd  be  res- 
idents of  said  State  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

My  main  object  in  offering  the  amendment  is 
to  state  that  in  the  city  of  New  York  there  are  a 
large  number  of  bank  directors  doing  business 
w'ho  reside  in  Connecticut  and  New  Jersey,  and 
even  in  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  and  iVIassa- 
chusetts.  A  large  portion  of  New  Jersey  is  al- 
most as  much  New  York  as  the  State  of  New 
York  itself  is.  This  regulation  will  operate  very 
disadvantageously  to  the  people  of  Connecticut 
and  New  Jersey,  and  in  some  degree  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire,  if  not  of 
Massachusetts.  I  suppose  that  the  object  of  this 
provision  is  to  have  three*  fourths  of  the  direct- 
ors of  banks  in  western  States  residents  of  the 
States.  In  my  opinion  the  practical  operation  of 
this  whole  banking  law  will  be,  under  the  ununi- 
form  system  of  redemption  proposed,  that  gen- 
tlemen in  Wall  street  will  establish  banks  in  Idaho, 
Montana,  and  Nevada,  and  make  their  notes  is- 
sued in  New  York  redeemable  in  those  distant 
places.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  sending 
their  clerks  out  there  and  letting  them  acquire  res- 
idence in  order  to  become  directors  under  this 
system.  I  do  not  think,  therefore,  that  there  is 
much  good  to  be  derived  from  this  limitation  of 
residence.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  that  it  will 
act  disadvantageously  on  many  New  York  di- 
rectors who  have  their  residences  out  of  the  State. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  provis- 
ion was  intended  to  guard  against  the  establish- 
ment of  what  are  called  "  wild-cat  banks."  It  has 
been  the  practice  in  years  past  for  gehtlemen  to 
go  from  New  York  or  any  other  city  to  some 
place  in  the  interior,  establish  a  bank,  and  have 
all  the  directorsliving  outside  ofthe  State  in  which 
the  bank  was  located.  They  would  then  go  on 
and  circulate  their  notes,  and  when  the  holders 
came  to  look  for  the  responsible  persons  who  had 
established  the  bank  they  were  hid  in  the  alleys  of 
New  York-  and  Boston.  The  design  of  this  pro- 
vision is  to  require  those  who  establish  banks  to 
live  where  they  can  be  seen,  in  the  neighborhood. 
Some  years  ago  there  was  a  bank  established 
called  the  Bank  of  Warren.  It  was  afterwards 
called  the  Hoop-pole  bank,  because  no  directors 
lived  near  except  one  who  lived  by  cutting  and 
selling  hoop-poles.  There  was  the  Owl  Creek 
bank,  in  the  same  way.  There  was  one  which 
afflicted  my  colleague  called  the  Florence  bank. 
I  do  not  know  much  about  it,  except  that  it  put 
to  flight  all  of  the  money  men  in  Boston.  It  so 
alarmed  them  that  this  principle  was  adopted. 
It  is  designed  that  those  who  manage  these  banks 
shall  be  visible  to  the  persons  who  have  to  do 
with  them,  and  that  they  shall  reside  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. If  they  do  not  wish  to  manage  them 
themselves,  let  them  subscribe  for  those  who  live 
there.  Let  three  fourths  i-eside  in  the  vicinity  or 
in  the  city  where  the  bank  is  established.  1  think 
that  it  is  an  excellent  provision,  one  of  the  best 
in  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  1  desire  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the 
pending  section: 

Provided,  Tint  any  person  liable  to  be  enrolled  under 
the  act  for  enrolling  and  callini;  out  the  national  forces 
may  be  elected  and  hold  the  oHice  of  director  under  liilH 
act,  VKUch  person  sliull  own  Uiu  ruquiiilte  amount  of  utock 
required  by  this  act. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  isaquestion  which  affects 
tl>o  people  uf  ihu  West,  puihups,  more  than  it 
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does  the  people  in  the  older  portions  of  the  coun- 
try. The  people  .who  settle  in  the  West  go  there 
as  often  from  foreign  countries,  after  they  have 
made  up  their  minds  to  settle  in  the  United  States, 
as  from  the  older  States.  They  bring  their  money 
to  the  United  States,  and  if  they  desire  to  invest 
it  in  banking,  it  seems  to  me,  after  they  have  de- 
clared their  intentions  to  become  citizens,  and 
when  they  are  liable  to  be  called  out  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  country  to  defend  it,  that  they  ought 
to  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  holding  property 
in  banks.  I  think  that  they  ought  to  have  all  of 
the  privileges  that  those  who  are  full  citizens  are 
entitled  to.  It  is  for  that  purpose  I  have  moved 
my  amendment,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  prevail. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  a  benev- 
olent amendment.  I  admit  that  at  some  future, 
day,  the  condition  of  the  country  may  be  such, 
that  it  may  be  proper  to  adopt  something  of  the 
kind.  But  at  the  present  time  I  do  not  think  the 
persons  the  gentleman  intends  to  bring  in  are  suf- 
ficiently educated  to  become  directors  of  these 
banks.  I  suppose  the  gentleman  who  has  intro- 
duced this  means  it  to  apply  to  slaves  and  per- 
sons of  Color,  for  they  are  also  enrolled.  [Laugh- 
ter.] For  that  I  am  not  prepared  at  this  time.  I 
am  prepared  to  go  for  it  when  it  is  proper,  but  it 
is  not  proper  now. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  supposed  the  gentlemajv 
would  go  for  it  of  course,  because  it  included  thfti 
blacks. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin .  I  move  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  last  word. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr,  Ste- 
vens] seems  very  willing  to  impose  burdens  upon 
a  certain  class  of  our  western  population,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  deprive  them  of  corresponding 
privileges.  My  intention  is  not  to  repeat  any- 
thing to  which  I  have  before  alluded;  but  I  sim- 
ply have  to  say  that,  so  far  as  the  actual  manage- 
ment of  banking  corporations  is  concerned,  the 
foreign-born  population  have  generally  equal  in- 
telligence and  equal  honesty  with  the  native-born 
population.  I  do  not  hold,  as  to  this  matter,  it 
makes  any  difference  where  a  man  is  born.  It  i^ 
aquestion  purely  of  intelligence  and  honesty,  an4 
actual  experiment  in  the  West  has  shown  thatonei 
is  as  capable  as  the  other;  and  I  cannot  but  lool^ 
upon  this  provision  as  a  blow  made  at  the  vital 
interests  of  the  West.  I  cannot  help  but  look 
upon  it  as  conceived  in  the  narrowest"  principles 
of  the  Know-Nothing  party.  At  this  time,  when 
we  are  trying  to  summon  to  our  aid  all  the  ele- 
ments of  popular  enthusiasm,  and  to  convince  all 
parties  that  they  are  interested  in  carrying  on  this 
great  struggle,  which  is  the  excuse  for  this  most 
extraordinary  law,  I  cannot  but  think  that  to  call 
up  from  the  graVe  the  old  Know-Nothing  princi- 
ples, and  that,  too,  when  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  say  that  they  have  given  up  all  party  for  the 
purposes  of  this  contest,  must  be  disastrous  to  the 
country. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  will  suggest  a  modifica- 
tion of  my  amendment,  so  as  to  meet  the  viewa, 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  I  modify 
it  so  that  it  shall  read,  "  and  shall  be  residents  of 
States,  as  required  by  this  section."  I  did  not 
expect  to  hear  the  objection  of  color  raised  by  thq 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  Indeed,  I  thought 
if  my  amendment  was  so  general  as  not  to  suggest 
to  the  mind  of  anybody  cither  color,  the  gentle- 
man would  certainly*  be  willing  to  support  it.  But 
1  must  say  in  regard  to  the  colored  papulation  of 
the  country,  that  if  they  are  able,  to  own  the 
amount  of  stock  required  by  this  bill,  as  much  as 
I  am  prejudiced  againstsonie  of  the  acts  and  some 
of  the  policy  of  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  us,  I 
should  be  perfectly  willing  that  they  should  be 
directors  hi  a  bank  if  they  can  be  elected;  and 
certainly  they  might  be  elected,  I  piosuine,  by 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House,  I 
do  not  think  I  should  vote  for  them  as  directora 
in  any  bank  where  I  was  a  director;  but  if  it  is 
desired  to  liave  them,  1  should  not  wish  the  laws 
ofthe  land  to  prohibit  them  from  being  directora. 
It  is  a  mere  matter  of  taste;  and  if  it  suits  the 
taste  of  the  go«ulemaB  from  Pennsylvania!  would 
not  interpose  any  obstacle  to  the  indulgence  to  the 
fullest  extent  of  the  taste  which  he  has. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  move  to  amend 
this  section  by  inserting  in  line  five,  after  the 
words  "  United  States,"  the  words  "of,  if  a  for- 
eigner, shall  have  decln,red  his  in^pntion  to  become 
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«f  citizen."  I  do  not  offer  this  amendment  with 
any  desire  to  embarrass  the  bill.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  important  bills  which  have  been  presented 
for  our  consideration,  and  in  view  of  its  import- 
ance I  regret  that  the  time  is  so  limited  for  dis- 
cussing any  question  which  may  arise  upon  its 
merits.  I  offer  the  amendment  because  1  know 
it  is  the  policy  of  this  Government,  and  of  those 
who  control  the  Administration,  to  offer  every 
inducement  to  banks  now  existing  to  come  in  un- 
der this  national  law.  I  know  that  in  the  banks 
now  existing  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  else- 
where there  are  men  holding  large  amounts  of 
capital  who  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
men  who  have  brought  here  their  capital,  which 
has  gone  into  Government  bonds,  gone  into  the 
business  operations  of  the  country,  and  contrib- 
uted to  its  development  and  credit;  and  I  am  not 
willing,  by  any  narrow  provision  of  this  bill,  to 
strike  down  those  men  who  have  thus  contributed 
to  our  prosperity-.  Let  me  tell  you  we  are  pur- 
'6uing.a  policy  which  even  England  at  this  hour 
and  (lay  does  not  pursue.  I  might  name  a  per-- 
sonal  friend,  George  Peabody,  of  London,  who, 
under  the  protection  of  English  law  and  by  Amer- 
ican enterprise  and  sagacity,  has  carved  out  for 
himself  a  private  fortune  which  has  but  few  equals 
in  this  country  or  any  other. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  would  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
jnan  from  New  York  whether  under  the  laws  of 
-England  relating  to  the  Bank  of  England  George 
Peabody  could  be  a  director  in  that  bank.' 

Mr.  DAVIS,  •f  New  York.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  could  or  not;  but  I  say  this,  that  un- 
der the  laws  of  England  he  can  be  the  president 
of  the  Columbian  bank  of  London, 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
that  under  the  laws  of  England  he  cannot  be  a 
director  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  do  not  know 
that  he  can  be.  I  do  not  call  this  a  national  bank; 
it  is  a  bank  which  the  Government  has  author- 
ized, and  the  basis  of  which  ia  bonds  issued  by 
the  Government. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suppose  the  gentleman 
knows  that  Mr.  Peabody  carries  on  a  bank  him- 
self as  an  individual.  His  bank  is  no  corpora- 
tion. The  gentleman  knows  also  that  Mr.  Pea- 
body could  not  be  naturalized  in  England  without 
an  act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  That  I  know  per- 
fectly well;  and  I  do  not  propose  that  these  for- 
eigners shallgo  on  and  become  parties  to  the  bank- 
ing system  without  declaring  their  intention  to 
become  citizens.  But  when  these  men,  with  their 
capital,  have  entered  largely  into  banks  already 
existing — banks  which  desire  to  avail  themselves 
of  this  national  arrangement — and  ask  that  they 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  protecting  and  man- 
aging their  own  capital,  you  deny  them  the  priv- 
ilege. They  reply  that  they  are  anxious  to  be- 
come citizens  of  this  country.  We  say,  "  You 
may  declare  your  intentions  to  become  citizens; 
but  until  the  lapse  of  five  years  you  shall  have 
no  right  lb  control  your  own  capital  which  is  in- 
vested inourbanks."  I  submitthatthis  is  neither 
politic  nor  wise.  I  wish  nothing  wrong.  I  wish 
to  do  everything  in  my  power  for  the  support  of 
this  Government;  but  I  do  not  want  to  repudiate 
any  little  common  sense  which  I  may  have  ac- 
quired in  my  little  practical  experience  in  the  busi- 
ness affairs  of  the  country.  I  hope  that  some 
such  amendment  as  this  will  prevail,  because  it 
will  harmonize  the  interests  of  these  parties  and 
the  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  prevail,  and  that  we  shall  get  through  with 
and  settle  this  principle.  The  gentleman  knows 
very  well  that  men  in  this  condition  are  not  re- 
quired to  serve  and  cannot  hold  office  in  most  of 
the  States.  Why,  then,  should  they  be  hurried 
into  managing  the  finances  of  the  country?  Let 
them  wait  their  five  years.  It  is  not  too  long  a 
time.  It  is  true  you  can  enroll  them  if  they  have 
filed  their  declaration  of  intention  to  become  citi- 
zens, or  have  voted ,  whether  they  have  filed  it  or 
not,  because  voting  is  taken  to  be  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  their  having  been  naturalized;  in  other 
words,  tliey  cannot  say  that  they  have  not  been. 
If  they  have  voted  without  being  naturalized, 
they  wre  rascals,  and  cannot  be  allowed  to  plead 
that  in  extenuation  of  their  liabilities.  I  hope  we 
Shall. settle  thia  principle  and  leave  the  bill  as  it*i 
now  it. 


The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
wn.s  disagreed  to — ayes  37,  noes  58. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  section  ten 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  elected,"  where  it 
occurs  in  the  third  line,  and  also  where  it  occurs 
in  the  seventh  line,  the  words,  "and  qualified," 
so  that  it  will  read: 

Sic,  10.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enactat,  That  the  dlrecton  of 
any  association  first  elected  or  appointed  «liall  hold  their 
places  until  their  nuccessors  shall  be  elected  and  qualified. 
All  suhsequent  elections  shall  be  held  annually,  on  such 
day  In  the  i^onth  of  January  as  may  be  ipecified  in  the  ar- 
ticles of  association ;  and  the  directors  so  elected  shall  hold 
their  places  for  one  year,  and  until  their  successors  are 
elected  and  qualified,  Jcc. 

The  ariiendments  were  agreed  t04 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  no  w  to  amend  the  same 
section  by  striking  out  in  the  twentieth  line  the 
words  "  in  the  county  adjoining,"  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words,  "  published  nearest 
theretOj"  so  that  that  portion  of  the  section  will 
read: 

The  director  so  appointed  shall  hold  his  place  until  the 
next  election;  and  if  from  any  cause  an  election  of  direct- 
ors shall  not  be  made  at  the  time  appointed,  the  associa- 
tion shall  not  for  that  cause  be  dissolved,  but  an  election 
may  be  held  on  any  subsequent  day,  thirty  days'  notice 
thereof  in  all  cases  having  been  given  in  a  newspaper  pub- 
lished in  the  city,  town,  or  county  in  which  the  associa- 
tion is  located;  and  if  no  newspaper  is  published  in  such 
city,  town,  or  county,  such  notice  shall  be  published  in  a 
newspaper  published  nearest  thereto,"  Stc, 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  wish  to  suggest 
an  amendment  in  the  tenth  section.  I  observe 
that  it  is  provided  in  a  subsequent  section  that  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  of  New  York  shall  come  in 
under  its  existing  articles  of  association.  This 
section  provides  that  the  election  of  directors  shall 
be  held  annually  "on  such  day  in  the  month  of 
January  as  may  be  specified  in  the  articles  of  as- 
sociation." Now,  if  I  recollect  the  articles  of 
association  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce  of  New 
York  aright,  they  prescribe  a  day  other  than  in 
the  month  of  January  for  the  election  of  direct- 
ors. I  move,  therefore,  to^trike  out  the  words 
"on  such  day  in  the  month  of  January."  My 
recollection  of  the  articles  of  association  of  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  is  as  I  have  stated,  and  those 
articles  provide  that  they  shall  remain  inviolate 
and  unchangeable.  They  have,  therefore,  no 
power  to  name  a  different  day  for  the  election  of 
directors  than  that  provided  by  their  articles  of 
association.  If,  then,  that  bank  should  be  ad- 
mitted under  this  law,  they  would  have  no  power 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  to  have  an  elec- 
tion of  directors  at  all;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  as 
regards  any  bank,  the  election  might  take  place 
on  any  day  fixed  by  the  articles  of  association. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  that  he  should  simply  move  an 
amendment  to  except  the  Bank  of  Commerce  of 
New  York  from  the  operation  of  this  provision. 
That  will  accomplish  his  object. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  am  willing  to 
do  that. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  there  is  to  be  any  pro- 
vision made  about  it,  it  had  better  be  made  in  the 
section  providing  for  the  Bank  of  Commerce. 
But  there  is  no  necessity  for  it.  There  is  no  difli- 
culty  about  the  election  under  this  bill. 
.  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  The  gentleman 
may  be  right.  The  objection  occurred  to  me  from 
my  recollection  of  the  articles  of  association  of 
the  Bank  of  Commerce.  I  will,  however,  with- 
draw my  amendment. 

Mr.  KALBPLEISCH.  I  move  to  amend  the 
section  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "share," 
in  line  nineteen,  down  to  the  end  of  the  section; 
which  is  as  follows: 

And  the  Comptroller  shall  have  authority  to  withhold 
from  an  association  lir»  certificate  authorizing  the  com- 
mencement ol  business,  whenever  he  shall  have  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  shareholders  thereof  have  formed  the  same 
for  any  other  than  the  legitimate  objects  contemplated  by 
this  act. 

I  move  to  strike  out  that  clause,  because  I  be- 
lieve it  is  vesting  too  much  power  in  any  one 
man,  to  give  him  authority  to  say  whether  he  shall 
grant  a  certificate  to  an  association  or  not. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  move  to  amend  the 
twelfth  section  by  striking  out  the^words  "edually 
and  ratably,  and  not  one  for  another."  '  These 
bank  directors  generally  hold  large  amounts  of 
stock,  and  it  seems  to  me  they  should  be  willing 


to  be  held  the  one  for  the  other,  at  least  to  the 
extent  of  the  amount  invested. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  word  "responsible,  "and  inserting  in  lieu 
of  what  is  stricken  out,  "individually  or  jointly 
responsible,"  leaving  it  optional  with  the  creditor 
of  the  bank  to  bring  his  action  against  one  of  the 
shareholders  or  all  of  them. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.     I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  it  will  read: 
Shall  be  held  individually  or  Jointly  respcmsible  for  afl 
contracts,  debts,  and  engagements  of  such  association  to 
the  extent  of  the  amount  of  their  stock  therein  at  the  par 
value  thereof,  in  addition  to  the  amount  invested  in  sucb 
shares. 

It  is  very  true  that  no  one  individual  stock- 
holdercan  be  made  responsible  foralargeramount 
than  his  stock,  and  as  much  more  on  its  fair  par 
value.  But  this  mode  of  liability  amounts  prac- 
tically to  nothing,  in  the  face  of  non-resident 
shareholders.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  creditor 
should  have  the  right  to  bring  action  against  one 
or  all  or  any  one  of  these  shareholders,  and  that 
the  liability  incurred  should  be  apportioned  be- 
tween themselves.  He  should  not  be  compelled 
to  sue  all,  and  to  recover  from  each  a  ratable  por- 
tion of  his  debt.  If  this  provision  be  adopted,  it 
will  be  found  that  this  individual  responsibility 
amounts  to  nothing.  Such  has  been  the'expe- 
rience  of  every  State  where  an  attempt  of  thia 
kind  has  been  made. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  as  modi- 
fied, tellers  were  ordered;. and  Messrs.  Holman 
and  Pike  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reporteji 
— ayes  30,  noes  64, 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  move  to  amend  the 
twelfth  section  by  adding  to  it  as  follows: 

But  no  such  refusal  to  grant  a  certificate  to  any  associa- 
tion applying  for  the  same  shall  in  any  instance  be  made 
without  first  notifying  such  association  thereof  in  writing, 
and  stating  the  reasons  therefor;  and  also  allowing  such 
association  sufficient  time  in  which  to  answer  all  objec- 
tions, with  the  privilege  of  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Comptroller  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is 
hereby  empowered  to  reverse  any  decision  made  by  said 
Comptroller,  if  in  his  judgment  the  alleged  objections  to 
granting  the  certificate  applied  for  by  any  association  are 
deemed  insuflicient  by  him  to  authorize  the  withholding 
thereof. 

I  suggest  the  amendment  because  there  may  be 
some  ill-feeling  between  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Currency  and  the  association  that  may  apply, 
and  the  association  should  have  power  to  go  be- 
fore the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  an  appeal, 
thus  doing  away  with  the  one  man  power. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  by  strikirtlg 
out  "  to  the  extent  of  the  amount  of  their  stodk 
therein  at  the  par  value  thereof,  in  addition  to 
the  amount  invested  in  such  shares."  The  effect 
of  the  amendment  is  to  render  the  shareholdei's 
responsible  ratably  and- equally  for  all  the  debts 
contracted  by  the  association.  It  seems  to  trie 
that  that  is  right.  We  are  conferring  extraordi- 
nary benefits  on  a  certain  class  of  citizens  who 
are  able  to  go  into  a  system  of  banking.  I  think 
that  the  shareholders  ratably  ought  to  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  entire  debt  that  they  contract. 
This  subject  has  been  largely  discussed  all  over 
the  country,  and  1  have  no  argument  to  present 
except  to  state  the  fact  that  as  the  bill  now  stands, 
the  liability-  of  the  shareh^der  is  confined  to  hia 
stock  and  to  an  equal  amount  to  that  stock; 
whereas  by  the  amendment  #hich  I  propose  the 
shareholders  become  liable  ratably  for  the  entire 
debt  of  the  concern. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  I  understand  rightly  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  it  is 
that  the  man  who  holds  one  share  of  stock  in  the 
bank  shall  be  liable  for  all  the  debts,  circulation, 
and  deposits  of  the  bank.  That  is  the  effect  of 
the  amendment.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state  the 
proposition  to  show  how  monstrous  it  is. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  That  is  not  exactly  the  effect 
of  it,  although  it  might  be  that  if  there  was  only 
one  responsible  shareholder  he  would  be  liable 
for  all  the  debts  of  the  concern,  and  I  believe  he 
ought  to  be. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  section 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  shares,"  in  the  nine- 
teenth line,  the  words  "  and  the  directors  of  such 
associations  shall  be  individuals  responsible  for 
all  contracts  and  debts  of  such  associations  while 
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acting  as  such."  If  it  is  not  right  to  maki'  thesharc- 
IioIiJlms  rc^ptmsihle  for  the  dcbls  wliich  the  asso- 
ciation has  contracted,  on  the  ground  tliat  they 
are  not  able  to  watch  t!ie  operations  of  their  bank, 
it  is  certninly  proper  iliat  tliose  w}io  contract  the 
debts  and  mismanage  tlic  banking  interests,  that 
those  wlio  create  tlie  liability  and  who  have  the 
charge  of  this  banking  system — that  they  at  least 
should  be  responsible  to  the  honest  and  poor  cred- 
itor for  the  debts  thus. contracted.  Directors  are 
not  to  be  responsible.  They  are  to  go  on  with 
their  speculations  and  schemes  advantageous  to 
themselves  but  ruinous  to  the  creditors  of  tlie  bank, 
to  contract  to  any  amount,  and  yet  tliey  are  only 
to  be  held  responsible  to  the  extent  of  the  stock 
they  hold,  and  that  amount  more.  These  direct- 
ors will  ordinarily  hold  enough  to  entitle  them 
to  be  directors,  and  not  a  dollar  beyond  it.  So 
far  as  the  bank  can  be  made  available  for  their 
purposes  it  will  he  used,  and  the  common  labor- 
ers of  the  country,  who  are  compelled  to  receive 
this  circulation,  have  no  remedy  against  the  di- 
rector for  every  dollar  of  liability  he  may  have 
created.  , 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  take  it  for  granted  this 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  must 
be  the  law  of  his  State.  He  talks  about  the  poor 
man  being  affected.  The  poor  man  has  not  large 
deposits.  He  mny  have  five  or  ten  dollars  of  cir- 
culation, but  the  circulation  is  secured  by  the  de- 
posit of  United  States  bonds  to  ten  per  cent,  more 
tha*i  the  circulation  in  addition  to  the  capital  of 
the  bffnk.  It  is  idle  to  talk  about  securing  the 
poor  man.  pHe  is  secured  by  the  law  as  it  stands, 
and  more  than  secured.  The  United  States  is 
security  for  every  dollar  of  circulation  that  the 
banks  are  capable  of  having.  There  is  therefore 
no  necessity  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  When  the  gentleman  speaks 
of  the  security  of  the  United  States  bonds,  does 
that  apply  to  the  liability  for  the  circulation  alone? 
Does  that  apply  to  deposits.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  stated  that  they  se- 
cured the  circulation.  As  to  the  depositors,  thoy 
are  not  poor  men;  they  are  rich  men,  capable  of 
taking  care  of  themselves.  They  will  deposit 
wherever  they  please,  and  the  assets  of  the  bank 
are  responsible  to  them.  At  any  rate  they  must 
look  out  for  themselves. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last 
word.  The  experience  of  the  world,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, has  proved  that  the  gentleman 's  theory  is  not 
correct.  When  banks  have  failed,  I  do  not  care 
in  what  State  of  the  Union,  the  weight  of  the  bur- 
den has  fallen  upon  the  poor  men.  It  is  not  the 
large  depositors,  but  the  poor  man  who  lays  up 
something  of  his  weekly  wages  who  has  uni- 
formly been  the  victim  of  these  failures.  It  is 
upon  the  poor  laborer,  the  widow  who  seeks  a 
place  of  security  for  her  little  mite,  and  all  that 
class  of  our  people  that  the  loss  falls.  1  do  not 
understand  that  there  is  any  argument  against 
this  proposition.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania advances  none.  If  the  directors  are  to  cre- 
ate these  debts  they  ought  to  be  held  to  the  strict- 
est responsibility. 

The  gentleman  seems  to  take  it  for  granted  that 
I  have  referred  in  my  amendment  to  the  banking 
Bystem  of  Indiana.  If  I  had  I  would  have  referred 
to  the  soundest  money  institution  in  America — to 
the  old  Bank  of  Indiana,  by  which  nobody  ever 
lost  a  dollar.  Not  ody  was  that  but  tach  branch 
bank  was  liable,  n  v/as  that  mutual  liability 
which  for  over  thirty  years  kept  that  institution 
Bound  beyond  all  possibility  of  question. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  am  a  little  surprised  at 
the  summary  manner  in  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  disposes  of  these  questions.  When 
amotion  was  made  a  few  moments  ago— — 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  or- 
der.    Is  the  gentleman  opposing  the  amendment.' 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  If  the  gentleman  will  keep 
quiet  a  little  while  he  will  find  that  out. 

Tticgentleman  illustrated  hisargnmcnt  by  say- 
ing that  if  a  man  held  $100  of  stock  he  would  be 
liable  for  all  the  debts  of  the  bank.  That  was 
admitted,  if  there  wijs  but  one  individual  orstock- 
holder  solvent.  He  says  he  need.s  only  state  the 
proposition  to  show  it  ought  not  to  be  adopted; 
and  now,  when  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  direct- 
ors liable  and  make  those  who  have  the  manage- 
ment and  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  liable 
for  its  debts,  lie  tells  the  committee  that  there  in 
ample  security,  that  nobody  can  lose  anything. 


In  one  line  of  argument  he  argues  that  it  is  nion- 
.strous  toniakc  the  stockholders  individually  liable, 
and  ill  order  that  the  directors  shall  not  Le  indi- 
vidually liable  he  tells  us  there  is  no  liability. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  gentleman  misunder- 
stands me.  I  said  there  was  no  liability  beyond 
the  security  for  the  circulation.  1  said  nothing 
of  other  debts. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  The  propositions  are  pre- 
cisely parallel.  The  liability  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  be  fastened  on  the  stockholders  is  pre- 
ctsely  the  liability  proposed  to  be  fastened  on  the 
directors,  and  the  argument  in  the  one  case  would 
certainly  apply  to  the  other. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
It  is  that  the  gentleman  is  not  opposing  tlie  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  am  opposing  the  amend- 
ment last  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana. 
I  am  opposed  to  striking  out  the  last  word  be- 
cause it  destroys  the  whole  proposition,  and  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  proposition  as  originally  made. 
However,  I  shall  submit  to  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  will  pro- 
ceed in  order. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  was  saying  that  the  ar- 
gument of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  which 
demonstrated  that  the  stockholder  ought  not  to 
be  made  individually  liable,  demonstrated  most 
clearly  that  the  directors  should  be  madeindivrd- 
ually  liable,  for  the  reason  that  they  have  the 
management,  charge,  and  conduct  of  the  business. 
They  are  the  men,  and  the  only  men,  who  can 
know  how  the  bank  is  conducted;  and  the  small 
sums  of  ten  and  five  dollars,  to  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  refers,  are  as  much  to  the 
poor  man  as  the  gentleman's  thousands  would  be 
to  him.. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  amend- 
ment before  the  committee.  Thelastword  ofthe 
amendment  which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
proposes  to  strike  out  is  the  word  "  such,"  and 
the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  must  confine  him- 
self to  opposing  the  striking  out  of  that  word. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  If  that  word  is  struck  out 
it  destroys  the  entire  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
it  docs  not. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  have  suggested  about  all 
I  desire  to  say  upon  this  point. 

Mr.  HOLMAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  with- 
drew the  verbal  amendment. 

Thcciuestion  recurring  upon  the  original  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Holman, 

The  CHAIRMAN  ordered  tellers,  and  ap- 
pointed Mr.  HoLMAN,  and  Mr.  Rollins  of  New 
Hampshire. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  17,  noes  64;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  In  order  to  avoid  a  call  of 
the  roll,  I  trust  it  will  be  agreed  that  there  may 
be  a  vote  taken  on  this  amendment  in  the  House, 
and  then  I  will  with  pleasure  withdraw  the  call 
for  a  division.  All  I  desire  is  a  fair  vote  upon 
the  proposition. 

Objection  being  made,  and  no  quorum  haying 
voted,  the  roll  was  accordingly  called,  and  thefoU 
lowing  members  failed  to  answer  to  their  names: 

Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Alley,  Arnold, 
Francis  P.  Blair,  Jacob  R.  Blair,  Brooks,  James  S.  Uiovvii, 
('lay,  Coffiotli, Cox,  Cri-swell.  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes, 
Deiiison,  l)ti(,'f!s,  Dumont,  Kckley,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Farns- 
wortli.Fenton, Garfield,  Hale,  Hardinfr,  Harrington, Ctimles 
M.  Harris,  Hutcliins,  Williain  Johnson,  Kolley,  Orlando 
Kellogg,  Ivernan,  King,  Knapp,  Llttlojolin,  Marvin,  McAl- 
lister, McDowell,  Melndoc,  MeKinnry,  Middleton,  Wil- 
liam H.  Miller,  Daniel  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  I'orry, 
Uadford,  John  H.  Rice,  ltobinson,Kos-^,  Sloan,  Sniitli,  Starr, 
William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Voor- 
hccs,  VVadsworth,  Ward,  Chilton  A.  While,  Joseph  \V. 
White,  Williams,  Wilder,  Deiijamiii  Wood,  Fernando 
Wood,  and  Woodbridgc. 

The  committee  then  rose;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Brandegee  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  Union 
generally  under  consideration,  and  particularly 
the  national  currency  bill,  and,  finding  itself  with- 
out aquorum,  had  caused  the  roll  to  becalledand 
the  names  of  the  absentees  noted,  and  had  di- 
rected him  to  report  the  fact  to  the  House,  to- 
gether with  the  names  ofthe  absentees. 

A  quorum  having  appeared,  the  committee  re- 


sumed its  session,  the  pending aiiestion  being  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr  Holman. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Inasmuch  as  one  other  ques- 
tion has  been  reserved  for  a  vote  in  the  House,  I 
trust  no  one  will  object  to  this  being  reserved  for 
the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  a  half  dozen  men  are  en- 
titled to  call  for  a  vote  in  the  House  on  a  threat 
to  break  up  the  committee,  let  them  break  up  the 
committee.     I  shall  not  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  That  is  not  half  as 
bad  as  for  one  man  to  control  the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  twelfth 
section  of  the  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  word 
"act,"  in  the  fourteenth  lino,  the  words  "and 
issue  circulating  notes;"  so  that  the  clause  will 
read: 

The  shareholders  of  eacli  association  formed  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  of  each  existing  bank  or  banking 
association  that  may  accept  the  provisions  of  this  act  and 
issue  circulating  notes,  shall  be  held  individually  responsi- 
ble, e(]ually  and  ratably,  and  not  one  lor  another,  for  all 
contracts,  deiits,  and  engagements  of  such  association  to 
the  extent  of  the  amount  of  their  stock  therein  at  the  par 
value  thereof,  in  addition  to  the  amount  invested  in  such 
shares. 

I  will  state  briefly  my  reason  for  offering  this 
amendment.  The  committee  will  see  by  the  last 
section  of  the  bill  that  the  Bank  of  Commerce  of 
New  York,  which  is  an  association  organized  un- 
der the  law  of  New  York,  asks  to  be  exempted 
under  this  act  from  the  liability  of  the  stock- 
holders for  the  debts  of  the  association, upon  the 
ground  that  under  the  law  by  Which  the  associa- 
tion exists  personal  liability  is  not  imposed  upon 
the  stockholders,  unless  the  association  elects  to 
issue  circulating  notes. 

Now,  I  am  in  favor  of  putting  some  clause  in 
this  act  to  enable  that  association  and  others  ex- 
isting under  State  laws  to  relieve  themselves  from 
personal  liability  if  they  do  not  elect  to  issue  cir- 
culating notes;  and  I  am  opposed,  where  institu- 
tions are  organized  under  a  State  law  by  which 
they  are  relieved  from  this  liability  by  reason  of 
their  not  issuing  circulating  notes,  to  their  com- 
ing here  and  asking  to  be  relieved  from  personal 
liability  while  there  is  conferred  upon  them  the 
additional  franchise  of  issuing  circulating  notes. 

I  understand  that  the  object  of  this  personal 
liability  is  chiefly  to  secure'  the  holders  of  bills 
that  circulate  as  money.  I  am  therefore  in  favor 
of  conforming  this  bill  in  that  respect  to  the  law 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  from  which  it  has 
chiefly  been  taken,  and  I  propose  this  amendment 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  that  object. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  fifteenth  section  of  the  bill  was  read,  as 
follows: 

Sec.  ]5.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  share- 
holder or  his  assignee  shall  fail  to  pay  any  installment  on 
the  stock  when  llie  same  is  required  by  the  foregoing  sec- 
tion to  be  paid,  Uie  directors  of  such  association  niay  sell 
the  stock  held  by  such  delinquent  shareholder  at  public 
auction,  having  given  three  weeks'  previous  notice  thereof 
In  a  newspaper  published  and  of  general  circulation  in  the 
city  where  the  association  is  located,  if  the  same  be  located 
in  a  city,  and  if  not  so  located,  then  in  a  neWspapcr  pub- 
lished, or  of  general  circulation,  in  the  county  where  the 
same  is  located,  to  any  person  who  will  pay  the  highest  price 
therefor  and  not  less  than  the  amount  then  due  thereon, with 
the  expenses  of  ndvertiscmeiit  and  sale,  and  the  excess,  if 
any,  shall  be  paid  to  the  delinquent  shareholder.  If  no  bidder 
call  be  found  who  will  pay  for  such  stock  the  amount  due 
thereon  to  the  association  and  the  costs  of  advertisoiiient  and 
sale,  the  amount  previously  paid  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
association,  and  such  stock  shall  be  sold  as  the  directors  m.iy 
order  within  six  months  from  the  time  of  such  forfeiture  ; 
and  if  not  sold,  it  shall  be  canceled  and  deducted  from  the 
capital  stock  of  the  association  ;  and  if  such  cancellation 
and  reduction  sliall  reduce  the  capital  of  the  association 
below  the  iiiinimuin  of  capital  ri-quired  by  this  act,  the  cap- 
ital stock  shall,  within  thirty  days  from  Uie  dale  of  such 
cancellation,  be  brought  up  to  Uic  requirements  ofthe  act, 
in  default  ofwliich  a  receiver  may  be  appointed  to  close 
up  tlie  business  of  the  association  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  tifiy-first  section  of  this  act. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  that  section 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  city,"  in  line  seven, 
the  words,  "  or  county." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  strike  out,  in  lines 
eight  and  nine,  the  words  "  if  the  same  be  lo- 
cated iif  a  city,  and  if  not  so  located,"  and  to  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  the  words,  "and  if  no  news- 
paper is  published  in  said  city  or  county." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  further  to  amend  by 
striking  out  in  lines  nine  and  ten  the  words  "  or 
of  general  circulation,  in  the  county  where  the 
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same  is  located,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  "  nearest  thereto." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  HOOPER.     I  move  further  to  amend  the 
section  by  striking  out  "  fifty-first,"  in  the  twen- 
ty-seventh  line,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
••fiftieth." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  move  to  amend 
the  section  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  may," 
in  the  fourth  line,  the  words  "  bring  suit  for  the 
amount  in  default,  or;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Thac  if  any  shareholder,  or  his  assignee,  sliall  fail  to  pay 
any  installment  on  thestocl^  when  tlie  same  ia  required  by 
the  foregoing  seelion  to  be  paid,  llie  directors  of  such  asso- 
ciation may  bring  suit  for  the  amount  in  default,  or  sell  the 
stock  held  by  such  delinquent  shareholder,  at  public  auc- 
tion, &c. 

The  object  I  have  in  view  will  not  be  accom- 
plished by  that  amendment  alone.  It  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  another  amendment.  We  have  just  been 
discussing  a  section  in  which  personal  liability  is 
established  on  the  part  of  the  shareholders.  Now, 
by  means  of  this  section,  whenever  a  fraudulent 
organization  has  been  established,  the  directors 
may  proceed  and  forfeit  the  stock,  and  by  that 
means  the  shareholders,  so  far  as  the  depositors 
and  creditors  of  the  corporation  are  concerned, 
may  escape  from  their  liability.  It  will  be  neces- 
sary in  addition  to  the  amendment  I  now  ofTerto 
add  a  proviso*  that  in  case  there  shall  be  a  default 
and  a  sale  of  the  stock,  the  party  whose  stock  is 
thus  forfeited  shall  not  escape  from  any  liability 
which  may  have  accrued  under. the  preceding 
section. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 
Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  sixteenth 
section  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  than,"  in 
line  seven,  "$30,000,  nor  less  than;"  so  that  it 
will  read: 
'■  ,  Sec.  16.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  associa- 
'-'tlon,  after  having  complied  with  the  provisionsof  this  act, 
preliminary  to  the  commencement  of  banking  business  un- 
der its  provisions,  and  before  It  sliall  be  authorized  to  com- 
mence business,  shall  transfer  and  deliver  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  any  United  States  registered  bonds 
bearing  interest  to  an  amount  not  less  than  §30,000,  nor  less 
than  one  third  of  the  capital  stock  paid  in,  which  bonds 
Bhall  be  deposited  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
nnd  by  him  safely  kept  in  his  office  until  the  same  shall  be 
otherwise  disposed  of,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

:■    Mr.  ChairmsLivit  will  be  noticed  that  there  is 
I  a  proviso  in  the  eleventh  line  that  contains  this 
■'■provision.     I  shall  propose  to  strike  out  that  pro- 
■'■viso  and  to  insert  another  in  pl«ce  of  it. 
!      The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  now  move  to  amend  the  six- 
teenth section  by  striking  out  the  following: 

Provided,  That  the  amount  to  be  deposited  with  the 
Treasurer  before  the  commencement  of  business  shall  in 
|io  case  be  lesst)iaii  $30,000:  ^nd  provided. 

And  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized 
to  receiveand  cancel  any  United  States  coupon  bonds,  and 
to  issue  in  lieu  thereof  registered  bonds  of  like  amount, 
bearing  a  like  rate  of  interest,  and  having  the  same  time  to 
run,  and. 

The  object  of  this  amendment  will  be  obvious 
to  every  one.  Many  of  the  banks  have  the  cou- 
poij  bonds  to  deposit,  and  this  is  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  the  exchange 
and  give  them  registered  bonds.  There  is  risk  in 
kcSping  the  coupon  bonds  on  deposit,  as  they  are 
passed  from  hand  to  hand,  while  the  registered 
bonds  are  recorded. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  twenty- 
first  section  by  striking  out  the  words  "or  of 
equivalent  United  States  bonds  bearing  a  less  rate 
ofinterest,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"and  not  exceeding  eighty-five  per  cent,  of  the 
par  value  of  the  bonds  deposited,  if  bearing  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent.,"  so  that  the 
section  will  read: 

Sec.  21.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  upon  the  trans- 
fer and  delivery  of  bonds  to  the  Treasurer,  as  provided  in 
the  forcgoingsection,  the  association  making  the  same  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency 
circulating  notes  ofdiffercnt  denominations,  in  blank,  regis- 
tered and  countersigned  as  lierelnaltcr  nrovifcd, equal  in 
amount  to  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  current  maHTet  value  of 
the  United  States  bonds  so  transferred  and  delivered  but 
not  exceeding  niiiciy  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  said  bonds 
at  the  par  value  thereof,  if  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  eent.,  and  not  exeeoding  eighty-live  per  ceiit.of  the  par 
value  ol  the  bond*  deposited,  if  bearing  Interest  at  the  rate 
ofllvc  per  cent.,  and  at  no  time  ahull  the  total  amount  of 


such  notes.  Issued  to  any  such   association,  exceed  the 
amount  at  such  time  actually  paid  in  of  its  capital  stock. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  an  im- 
portant amendment;  but  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  thoroughly  considered  the 
subject  1  am  not  disposed  to  make  any  objection 
to  it. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  five 
per  cent,  stock  is  worth  par  in  the  market  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  considered  it 
perfectly  legitimate  and  safe  to  hold  it  as  security 
to  the  extent  of  eighty-five  per  cent,  of  its  pres- 
ent value,  while  the  six  per  cent:  bonds  are  held 
for  the  same  purpose  to  the  extent  of  ninety  per 
cent.  The  relative  value  is  rather  in  favor  of  the 
five  per  cent,  bonds.  I  think  there  can  be  no  ob- 
jection to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  is  wrong  in  his  estimate  about 
these  five  per  cent,  bonds  being  at  par.  They  are 
at  par  on  paper;  but  the  amount  we  are  paying 
now  on  these  five  per  cent,  bonds  is  actually  ten 
per  cent,  per  annum,  a  very  high  rate  of  interest. 
What  is  paper  par  differs  immensely  from  what 
will  be,  by  and  by,  gold  par. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  twenty- 
second  section  by  insertingafter  the  word  "  plates" 
the  words  "  and  dies,"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Sec.  22.  jjndbeitfurther  enacted,  That  the  entire  amount 
of  notes  for  circulation  to  be  issued  under  this  act  shall  not 
exceed  $300,000,000.  In  order  to  furnish  suitable  notes  for 
circulation,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  required,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  cause  plates  and  dies  to  be  engraved,  in 
the  best  manner  to  guard  against  counterfeiting  and  fraud- 
ulent alterations. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  twenty- 
second  section  by  striking  out  the  Avords  "and 
issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  which 
statement  shall  be;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Which  notes  shall  express  upon  their  face  that  they  are 
secured  by  United  States  bonds,  deposited  with  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  attested  by  the  written  or  en- 
graved signatures  of  the  Treasurer  and  Eegtster,  and  by  the 
imprint  of  the  seal  of  the  Treasury. 

The  object  of  this  amend  mentis  merely  to  lessen 
the  amount  of  printing  to  be  placed  on  the  notes. 
It  will  be  sufficient  if  the  substance  be  stated  with- 
out these  words. 

The  Amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  twenty- 
second  section  by  inserting  the  words  "  one  dol- 
lar, two  dollars,  three  dollars;"  so  that  it  will 
read : 

And  to  have  printed  therefrom,  and  numbered,  such 
quantity  of  circulating  notes,  in  blank,  of  the  denomina- 
tions of  one  dollar,  two  dollars,  three  dollars,  five  dollars, 
ten  dollars,  twenty  dollars,  fifty  dollars,  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, five  liundrcddollar3,andone  thousand  dollars, 'as  may 
be  required  to  supply,  under  this  act,  the  associations  en- 
tilled  to  receive  the  same. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  make  any  very  serious  objection  to  this 
amendment;  but  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  fact  that  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment is  authorized  to  issue  legal-tender  notes  of 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars;  and  I  under- 
stand that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to 
increase  the  issue  of  the  small  notes.  The  Sec- 
retary thinks  he  can  make  them  sufficiently  abund- 
ant without  authorizing  their  issue  by  those  banks. 
I  thought  it  proper  to  make  that  statement,  and 
leave  the  committee  to  do  as  it  chooses  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  wish  simply  to  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hooper] 
that  these  large  Treasury  notes  are  very  little 
circulated  in  the  West.  1  am  informed  by  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  taken  some  pains  to  make  in- 
cjuiry  that  not  more  than  one  dollar  out  of  ten. is 
in  circulation  in  Michigan. 

A  Member.     Legal  tenders.' 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  Yes,  sir.  It  seems,  there- 
fore, that  there  should  be  small  notes  to  accom- 
modate the  people  of  the  West. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  wish  to  say  in  regard  to  this  amend- 
ment that  I  hope  it  will  pass.  1  believe  that  the 
country  demands  it.  If  I  am  rightly  informed, 
with  the  exception  of  some  of  our  large  cities, 
perhaps  New  York  and  Boston,  there  is  no  sec- 
tion of  the  country  which  does  not  feel  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  liaving  small  bills.     I  know  that 


the  Treasury  proposes  to  issue  small  bills.  Any 
individual  acquainted  witfi  banking  knows  if  they 
do  issue  small  bills  the-y  will  stand  differently 
from  what  they  would  if  you  permitted  the  banks 
to  have  the  bills  themselves.  For  instance,  the 
Treasurer  is  to  issue  ^4,000,000  of  currency .  What 
difTerence  does  it  make  to  him  whether  it  is  in 
small  bills  or  bills  of  five  dollars  and  upward.' 
It  is  $4,000,000  of  currency  in  circulation.  Sup- 
pose the  banks  have  $3,000,000  of  circulation. 
My  colleague  well  asked  what  difference  it  makes 
to  these  banks .'  I  answer  that  it  makes  a  material 
difference  in  the  country  where  the  banks  are  lo- 
cated. Suppose  each  bank  has  its  proportion  of 
small  bills  necessary  to  carry  on  its  business; and 
no  bank  will  want  any  more  small  bills  than  the 
business  requires  at  that  location.  Suppose  it 
has  a  circulation  of  $200,000,  one  sixth  of  which 
is  small  bills.  It  pays  out  small  bills  to  its  cus- 
tomers in  order  to  do  business.  It  has  its  place 
for  redemption.  If  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
it  would  be  at  Boston.  It  pays  one  sixth  partof 
its  circulation  in  small  bills.  Those  small  bills 
go  to  the  place  of  redemption.  The  bank  where 
It  redeems  collects  these  small  bills.  It  has  the 
control  of  these  small  bills.  You  should  then  sup- 
ply each  section  of  the  country  with  small  bills 
necessary  to  carry  on  that  business. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  my  colleague's  plan  be 
adopted,  and  we  have  the  «flme  system  that  we 
have  had  up  to  the  present  time,  it  will  be  differ- 
ent. Suppose  this  bank  with  $200,000  circulation 
serids  to  th»  -ommercial  centers,  to  Boston  or  New 
York,  to  express  a  certain  quantity  of  small  bills, 
and  when  they  have  been  expressed  the  bank 
pays  them  out  to  its  customers,  there  is  then  noth- 
ing to  control  these  small  bills.  When  they  are 
paid  out  they  go  to  the  customers,  and  are  never 
returned.  When  they  become  scarce,  a  premium 
has  to  be  paid  on  them. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HOOPER.  My  object  in  restraining  the 
banks  in  reference  to  the  issue  of  small  notes 
was  to  let  the  Government  have  the  profit  to  be 
derived  from  tihem. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Unless  we  allow  the  national 
banks  to  issue  small  notes  we  will  find  it  difficult 
to  supply  the  demands  of  the  .business  of  the 
country  for  them.  The  small  notes  issued  by  the 
Government,  being  legal-tender  notes,  will  be 
hoarded  by  the  banks,  and  thus  withdrawn  from 
circulation.  The  banks  will  derive  the  benefit  in- 
tended to  be  conferred  on  the  people.  This  we 
should  prevent  by  authorizing  the  national  banks- 
to  issue  small  notes.  We  must  have  something 
to  supply  the  place  of  the  notes  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  will  retire  from  circulation  to  the 
vaults  of  the  banks. 

Mr.. HOOPER.  1  wished  the  Government  to 
have  the  benefit  of  any  circulation  below  five  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  PIKE.  If  the  gentleman  thinks  it  well 
that  the  Government  should  have  the  control  of 
the  circulation  below  five  dollars,  why  not  as  well 
above  five  dollars? 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Massachusetts.  If  the 
General  Government  is  to  have  the  advantage  of' 
a  certain  portion  of  the  circulation,  which  he  pro- 
poses to  give,  what  is  the  difference  to  the  Gov- 
ernment whether  it  be  five  dollars  or  one  dollar.' 
What  benefit  would  it  be  to  the  Government.' 

Mr.  HOOPER.  It  would  require  more  than 
five  minutes  to  answer  that  fully.  I  therefore 
wish  to  confine  my  remarks  to  this  proposition, 
that  the  Government  should  have  the  benefit  of 
issuing  all  the  circulation  required  below  five  dol- 
lars. When  we  come  to  resume  specie  payment 
there  should  be  no  issue  below  five  dollars  of 
small  circulation.  The  substratum  of  circulation 
should  be  filled  with  coin.  And  if  the  committee 
adopt  thisamendment,  I  hope  they  will  also  allow 
me  to  inove  an  amendment,  as  a  proviso  to  the 
section,  which  1  will  now  read: 

Provided,  That  not  more  than  one  sixth  part  of  the  notes 
furnished  lo  an  association  shall  be  of  a  less  denomination 
than  five  dollars;  and  that  after  specie  payment  shall  be  re-' 
sumed  no  association  shall  be  furnished  with  notes  of  a  less 
dcnoniinaiion  than  five  dollars. 

I  will  propose  that  as  a  separate  amendment  if 
this  one  is  adopted,  to  limit  the  small  notes  to  the 
period  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payment,  and 
that  when  specie  payment  is  restored:  there  may 
be  noissueof  paperof  a  denomination  below  fivo 
dollars. 
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Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Massachusetts.  I  with: 
draw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS:  I  move  to.  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  the  word  "  four."  Ex- 
perience in  the  State  of  New  York  has  shown 
that  we  cannot  at  any  time  conveniently  dispense 
With  small  bills.  We  have  tried  the  matter  there 
thoroughly.  We  once  had  a  small-bill  law,  but 
Kvere  obliged  to  repeal  it.  And  it  does  not  make 
an,y  difference  whether  specie  payment  be  sus- 
pended or  not.  It  is  a  simple  question  between 
the  bank  and  its  customers  whether  the  conven- 
ience of  the  community  requires  the  furnishing 
of  small  bills.  If  there  is  any  reason  why  we 
should  issue  large  bills  instead  of  specie  the  same 
reason  applies  to  small  bills.  It  is  a  practical 
question,  and  when  it  has  been  once  determined 
by  any  community,  tliat  is  a  suificieht  guide  to 
them. 

I  hope  we  shall  be  permitted  to  have  small  bills 
tinder  this  law.  The  bills  of  our  State  banks 
are,  by  this  law,  driven  out  of  circulation.  We 
cannot  get  gold  and  silver,  and  we  must  rely  upon 
these  bills  for  use. 

As  to  the  Government  deriving  a  revenue  from 
Issuing  these  bills,  the  same  principle  applies  to 
large  denominations  of  bills  as  well  as  to  small 
ones. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  hopte  the  feWendment  will  not 
prevail.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  anomalous  position  we  hold  in  pre- 
Bentipg  to  the  country  this  bill.  We  spent  the 
last  days  of  last  Congress  in  imposing  burdens 
Upon  the  circulation  of  State  banks,  with  the  dou- 
ble idea  of  raising  a  revenue  and  lessening  that 
circulation.  The  evil  we  then  experienced  was 
bn  over  circulation.  It  was  proposed  by  a  large 
tiixation  to  lessen  the  circulation  of  State  banks, 
but  I  submitthatthatevil  to-day,  instead  of  being 
diminished,  is  very  largely  increased.  We  have 
now  a  circulation  of  the  General  Government  of 
$447,000,000,  by  theexclusivecirculation  of  which 
gold  has  run  up  to  seventy  per  cent,  premium. 
And  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  encourage  still 
further  circulation.  We  are  noVv  discussing  an 
amendment  to  outrun  the  proposition  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  to  have  a  circulation  notonly  running 
down  to  five  dollars,  but  in  order  to  get  more  of 
it,  to  have  a  circulation  under  five  dollars.  Of 
course  the  banks  issue  notes  under  five  dollars, 
because  they  can  keep  such  bills  in  circulation 
when  they  cannot  keep  bills  above  five  dollars  in 
circulation.  Now,  the  Government  has  a  circu- 
'lation  of  $447,000,000,  and  we  are  getting  up  here 
ah  additional  circulation  of  $300,000,000,  upon 
which  we  propose  to  pay  $18,000,000  of  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  in  this  connection,  that  he 
may  find  himself  mistaken,  for  he  now  sees  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hooper]  is 
becoming  a  convert  to  the  doctrine  that  we  ought 
to  save  all  this  interest  by  the  Government  provid- 
ing a  currency  itself. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  should  be  happy  to  see  any  con- 
version upon  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
Bachusetts,  I  merely  rose  to  make  the  suggestion 
to  the  committee,  and  I  have  accomplished  my 
purpose. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  now  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing the  following  proviso  to  the  section: 

Provided,  That  not  more  than  oncsixth  part  of  the  notes 
furnished  to  an  astociatkin  Hliall  be  of  a  less  denomination 
than  five  dollars;  and  that  after  specie  paynuMit  shall  be 
rt'suiiied  no  agsociation  shall  be  furnished  wiUi  notes  of  a 
lesM  denominaliuii  than  five  dollars. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROOKS  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  tlic  committee  rose;  and  Mr.  Ashley  having 
taken  the  chair  as  Speaker  pro  tempore,  Mr. 
Brandegee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  acrording 
to  ordi^r,  liiid  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  un- 
der consideration,  and  particularly  the  naiioiinl 
currency  bill,  and  iiad  come  to  no  conclusion 
lliereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mary- 
litcd,  (nt  twenty  minutes  before  five  o'clock,  p. 
ni.,)  tiie  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  March  30,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

EXEODTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  the  report  of  Charles  B.Stu- 
art, consulting  engineer,  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident upon  the  invitation  of  the  Governor  of  New 
York,  according  to  the  law  of  that  State,  upon 
the  proposed  improvements  to  pass  gunboats  from 
tide-water  to  the  northern  and  northwestern  lakes; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  and  the  Militia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Kansas,  in  favor  of  a 
graut  of  lands  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
and  telegraph  line  from  the  eastern  line  of  the 
State,  via  Paola  and  Emporia,  to  intersect  the 
Atchison,  Topeka,  and  Santa  Fe  railroad  at  the 
nearest  point  west  in  the  Cottonwood  River  val- 
ley; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
auditor  of  Minnesota,  praying  for  an  appropri- 
ation to  reimburse  thatState  for  the  costs,  charges, 
and  expenses  incurred  in  suppressing  Indian  hos- 
tilities within  that  State  and  upon  its  borders  in 
the  years  1862  and  1863;  whicn  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  GRIMES  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Burlington,  Iowa,  remonstrating  against  an  in- 
crease of  the  tax  on  lager  beer;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Iowa, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1857,  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  swamp  lands; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature ofMissouri,  requesting  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  of  that  State  in  Congress  to  op- 
pose an  increase  of  the  tax  on  tobacco;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
American  Institute  of  New  York,  prayitig  for  an 
appropriation  to  aid  in  the  proposed  exploration 
of  eastern  Asia  by  Dr.  McGowan;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  letter  of  the  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  addressed  to 
him,  communicating  a  copy  of  an  extract  from 
the  report  of  the  commissioner  appointed  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  for  the  release  of  certain  persons 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  HOWE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Wisconsin,  in  favor  of  an  increase  of 
the  monthly  wages  of  the  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers, musicians,  and  privates,  sailors,  and  ma- 
rines; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Wisconsin,  in  favor  of  a  grant  of  land  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Southern  Minne- 
sota railroad;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. and  the  Militia,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  presented  six  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Minnesota,  praying  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  joint  resolution  now  before  Congress 
amending  the  act  granting  lands  to  the  State  of 
Minnesota  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads 
therein,  approved  March  3,  1857,  so  far  as  such 
joint  resolution  changes  the  original  act,  so  as  to 
allow  the  building  of  a  road  from  Winona  via  St. 
Peter  or  Mankato  to  the  Big  Sioux  river,  south 
of  the  forty-fifth  parallel  of  north  latitude;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERUKD. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  COLLAMER,  it  was 
Ordnrrd,  That  the  prtition  and  other  papers  In  the  case 
of  Itenben  Cloiigh,  prayhiK  to  be  allowed  arrears  of  pcn- 
;"i<>n,  he  taken  frcnn  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  I'unsions. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  presented  the  other  dny  a 


petition  from  the  Merchants'  Exchange  Company 
of  Baltimore,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  I  think.  I  move  now  that  they  be 
permitted  to  withdraw  their  papers  from  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  as  they  have  determined  to  present 
their  case  to  the  Court  of  Claims.  There  has 
been  no  report  and  no  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  That  order  -will  bq 
made. 

COMPENSATION  OP  PENSION  AGENTS. 

Mr.  FOOT.  A  day  or  two  since  I  reportM 
from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  a  bill  relating  to 
the  compensation  of  Government  pension  agents. 
Since  that  time  I  have  received  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  containing  im- 
portant and  valuable  suggestions  upon  that  sub- 
ject, and  also  covering  the  draft  of  a  bill  embody- 
ing his  views  upon  the  subject,  which  I  regard 
important  to  be  placed  before  the  committee  for 
their  consideration  in  connection  with  the  bill 
which  has  been  reported.  I  therefore  move  that 
that  bill  be  taken  up  and  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S. 
No.  199)  relating  to  the  compensation  of  pension 
agents  was  read  a  second  time,  and  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  now  present  the  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  that  subject| 
and  move  its  reference  to  the  conTmittee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  bill  (S.  No.  205)  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  the  Governor  of 
Minnesota,  or  his  authorized  agent,  the  further 
costs,  charges,  and  expenses  incurred  in  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities  within  that  State  and 
upon  its  borders  in  the  year  1862,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Iowa  in  favor  of  a  grant  of 
land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
McGregor  to  the  Missouri  river,  reported  a  bill 
(S.  No.  208)  making  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  State 
of  Iowa  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  McGregor  to  some  point  on  the  Missouri 
river,  and  certain  lateral  roads  to  connect  with 
the  railroads  in  Minnesota.  The  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
192)  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865,  reported 
it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  POMEROY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Minnesota,  praying  for  an  ap- 
propriation for  a  geological  survey  of  the  mineral 
lands  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  209)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Throckmorton; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

BILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Hat,  his  Secretary,  announced 
that  the  President  had  approved  and  signed  on 
the  28th  instant  the  following  acts: 

An  act  (S.  No.  34)  in  favor  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Israel  C.  Wait;  and 

An  act  (S.  No.  105)  for  the  relief  of  E.  F.  and 
Samuel  A.  Wood. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  n'^eSagc  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Lloyd, itsChief  Clerk, announced  thatthe 
House  of  Representatives  had  passed  the  bill  of 
the  Senate  (No.  108)  relating  to  acting  assistant 
paymasters  in  the  iSnvy,  and  regulating  the  apf- 
poiiUmcnt  of  cadets  in  the  Naval  Academy. 
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The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  the  bill  of  the  Sen- 
«te  (No.  76)  relating  to  appointments  in  tlie  naval 
«ervice  and  courts-martial,  with  amendments;  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  Was  requested. 

Tlie  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  agreed  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  312) 
to  increase  the  pension  of  the  revolutionary  pen- 
Bioners  how  on  the  rolls  of  the  Pension  Office. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  the  following  bills 
and  joint  resolution;  in  which  it  requested  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate: 

A  bill  (No.  297)  fixing  the  date  of  the  loss  of 
the  United  States  brig  Bainbridge,  and  for  the 
relief  of  officers,  seamen ,  and  marines  of  the  same , 
and  for  other  purposes; 

A  bill  (No.  300)  for  the  classification  of  the 
clerks  to  paymasters  in  the  Navy,  and  graduating 
their  pay; 

A  bill  (No.  303)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish.and  equalize  the  grade  of  line  of- 
ficers of  the  United  States  Navy, "approved  July 
16,  1862; 

A  bill  (No.  367)  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
hospital  dues  from  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
'solcf  or  transferred  in  foreign  ports  or  waters; 

A  bill  (No.  369)  to  appoint  certain  officers  of 
the  Navy; 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  54)  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  sell  at  publicauction  lot 
No.  13,  in  the  village  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  New 
York;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  51)  relative  to  the  claim 
and  letters  patent  of  William  Wheeler  Hubbell. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  disagreed  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House  (No. 
302)  to  amend  section  nine  of  the  act  approved 
July  17,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  define  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  certain  officers  of  the  Army, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  insisted  upon' its  disa- 
greement to  the  said  amendments,  asked  a  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeingvotes  of  the  two  Houses 
thereon,  and  had  appointed  Mr.  James  A.  Gar- 
field of  Ohio,  Mr.  Moses  P.  Odeli.  of  New 
York,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  B.  Smithers  of  Del- 
aware, managers  at  the  same  on  Us  part. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  the 
following  enrolled  bills;  which  were  thereupon 
signed  l)y  the  Vice  President: 

A  bill  (H.  11.  No.  34)  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1865;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  312)  to  increase  the  pension 
of  the  rcvolution&ry  pensioners  now  on  the  rolls 
of  the  Pension  Office. 

BILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 
The  message  further  announced  that  the  Presi- 
dent nf  the  United  States  had  approved  and  signed, 
on  the  28th  instant,  nn  act  (H.  R.  No.  34l)  to 
.carry  into  effect  the  convention  with  Ecuador  for 
the  mutual  adjustment  of  claims;  and  on  the  25th 
instant  an  act  (H.  R.  No.  299)  to  provide  for  car- 
rying the  mail  from  the  United  States  to  foreign 
ports,  and  for  other  purposes. 

STATISTICAL  CKNSUS  TABLES. 
Mr.  VAN  WINKLE.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Fmance,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  Brown,]  requiring  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Census  to  prepare  statistical  tables,  ex- 
pressing in  full  the  population  of  the  United 
States,  classed  according  to  the  hydrographic di- 
visions of  North  America,  as  arranged  in  a^news- 
paper  article  accompanying  the  resolution,. and 
also  the  relative  industrial  occupations  of  the  pop- 
ulation in  each  hydrographic  subdivision,  dis- 
tinguishing the  rural  from  the  town  population; 
and  also  the  agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  com- 
rnercial  statistics  of  each,  to  submit  a  report;  and 
1  ask  that  the  report  be  read. 
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The  Secretary  read  the  report,  in  which  the 
committee  say  that  the  Superintendentof  theCen- 
sus  declares  that  a  literal  compliance  with  the  res- 
olution would  involve  an  amount  of  labor  which 
would  seriously  interfere  with  the  ordinary  legit- 
imate business  of  his  office,  and  unless  there  exist 
reasons  unknown  to  him  why  the  clerical  force 
of  his  office  should  be  diverted  from  the  current 
duties  prescribed  by  law  to  perform  those  pre- 
scribed in  the  resolution,  the  public  interests 
would  not  be  promoted  by  its  adoption.  Concur- 
ring in  this  opinion,  and  not  being  able  to  perceive 
that  the  required  compilation  of  information  to 
be  found  in  the  forthcoming  report  from  the  Cen- 
sus Office  would  be  of  great  or  general  utility, 
while  the  expense  under  any  circumstances  would 
be  considerable,  and  the  diversion  of  the  clerks 
from  their  duties  would  necessarily  delay  the 
completion  and^iublication  of  the  report  from 
that  office  required  bylaw  which  will  supply  the 
desired  items  of  information,  the  committee  rec- 
ommend that  the  resolution  do  not  pass,  and  ask 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  ask  that  the  report  lie  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  being 
made  to  the  present  consideration  of  the  report, 
it  must  lie  over  under  the  rules. 

.COST  OF  SURVEY  OF   PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  38)  explanatory  of 
the  tenth  section  of  an  act  to  reduce  the  expenses 
of  the  survey  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
United  States,  approved  the  30th  day  of  May, 
1862,  to  report  itiack  without  amendment  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  pass;  and  as  I  sup- 
pose there  will  be  no  objection  to  its  passage,  I 
move  that  it  be  taken  up  now. 

There  beingno  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
joint  resolution.  It  provides  that  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  "An  act  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  sur- 
vey and  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  United 
States,"  approved  May  30,  1862,  providing  for 
the  deposit  of  money  in  a  proper  United  States 
depository  to  pay  for  the  survey  of  publiclands, 
shall  be  construed  to  be  an  appropriation  of  the 
sum  so  deposited  for  the  objects  contemplated  in 
that  section;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  to  cause  the  sum  deposited  under  that  section 
to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  proper  appropri- 
ations for  surveying  service;  but  any  expenses 
in  the  sum  so  deposited  over  and  above  the  actual 
cost  of  the  survey,  comprising  all  expenses  inci- 
dent thereto  for  which  they  were  severally  de- 
posited,are  to  be  repaid  to  the  depositors  respect- 
ively. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading, and  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

HOUSE  BILLS   REFERRED. 

The  following  bills  and  joint  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  were  severally  read 
twice  by  their  titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  be- 
low: 

A  bill  (No.  297)  fixing  the  date  of  the  loss  of 
the'United  States  brig  Bainbridge,  and  for  the  re- 
lief of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  same, 
and  for  other  purposes — to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

A  bill  (No.  300)  for  the  classification  of  the 
clerks  to  paymasters  in  the  Navy,  and  graduating 
their  pay — to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  bill  (No.  303)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade  of  line  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  Navy,"  approved  July 
16,1862 — to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  bill  (No.  367)  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
hospital  dues  from  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
sold  or  transferred  in  foreign  ports  or  waters — to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

A  bill  (No.  369)  to  appoint  certain  officers  of  the 
Navy — to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  54)  authorizing  the  Sec- 


retary of  the  Navy  to  sell  at  public  auction  lot 
No.  13,  in  the  village  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  New 
York — to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  51)  relative  to  the  claim 
and  letters  patent  of  William  Wheeler  Hubbell — 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

MARYLAND  ELECTION  OF  1861. 
Mr.  JOHNSON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutibn,  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  ig  requested  to  fur- 
nisli  llie  Senate  with  the  original  or  a  copy  of  a  telegrapliic 
dispatch  or  order,  on  tlie  files  of  the  Department,  of  Major 
General  Dix  to  Provost  Marshal  Dodgo,of  Baltimore,  dated 
the  5tli  of  November,  1861,  concerning  the  election  held  iu 
Maryland  on  tlic  following  day. 

TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  move  to  take  up  House  bill 
No.  15  to  provide  a  temporary  government  for 
the  Territory  of  Montana. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
will  yield  to  allow  me  to  offer  two  resolutions. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  cannotdo  it,  sir.  Iflyieldat 
all  I  must  yield  for  good.  I  ask'for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  my  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  will  ask  the  unanimeus  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  present  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry before  the  yeas  and  nays  are  called.  I  hope 
tlie  Senator  from  Ohio  will  yield  that  much.  It 
can  take  but  a  moment,  as  one  objection  will  send 
it  over. 

Mr.  WADE.  I'should  be  glad  to  yield  if  I 
could  do  it  without  giving  up  my  own  proposition; 
but  it  seems  I  cannot  do  that. 

Mr.  POWELL,  -The  yeas  and  nays  having 
been  ordered,  you  cannot  lose  it  under  the  rule.' 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  re- 
sulted— yeas  29,  nays  7;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Conness,  Cowan,  Davis,  Fossenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grinms, 
Hale,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Nesmith,  Foineroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Evck, 
Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  and  Wilson— 29. 
NAYS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlilc,  Hendricks,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Powell,  Riddle,  and  Saulsburj' — 7. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  The  bill  is  before 
the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  will 
be  read. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  move  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  until  ten  minutes  be- 
fore one  o'clock,  in  order  that  we  may  present 
resolutions  properly  belonging  to  the  business  of 
the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  WADE.     I  hope  not. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  to  post- 
pone, it  was  declared  that  it  appeared  to  be  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  postpone.  * 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered,  but  five 
members  seconding  the  call. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  is  before 
the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  bill.  It  provides  that 
all  that  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
commencing  at  a  point  formed  by  the  intersection 
of  the  twenty-seventh  degree  of  longitude  west 
from  Washington  with  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
north  latitude;  thence  due  west  on  the  forty-fifth 
degree  of  latitude  to  a  point  formed  by  its  inter- 
section with  the  thirty-fourth  degree  of  longitude 
west  from  Washington;  thence  due  south  along 
the  thirty-fourth  degree  of  longitude  to  its  inter- 
section with  the  fort5'--fourth  degree  and  thirty 
minutes  of  north  latitude;  thence  due  west  alonij 
the  forty-fourth  degree  and  thirty  minutes  of  north 
latitude  to  a  point  formed  by  its  intersection  with 
the  crestof  the  Rocky  mountains;  thence  follow- 
ing the  crest  of  the  Rocky  mountains  northwarti 
till  its  intersection  with  the  Bitter  Root  mount- 
ains; thence  northward  along  the  crest  of  the  Bit- 
ter Root  mountains  to  its  inler.section  with  the 
thirty-ninth  degree  of  longitude  west  from  Wash- 
ington; thence  along  the  thirty-ninth  degree  of 
longitude  northward  to  the  boundary  lino  of  Iho 
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British  possessions;  thence. eastward  along:  the 
boundary  line  to  the  twenty-sevenfh  degree  ot'lon- 
gitudc  west  from  Washington;  thence  southward 
along  the  twenty-seventh  degree  of  longitude  to 
the  [ilace  of  beginning,  is  to  be  created  into  a  tem- 
porary government  by  the  name  of  the  Territory 
of  Montana.  The  bill  contains  the  usual  reser- 
vation of  powers  of  the  General  Government,  and 
provides  that  the  rights  of  the  Indian  tribes  to  ter- 
ritory within  those  limits  which  has  been  secured 
to  them  by  treaty  shall  not  be  impaired. 

After  the  usual  provisions  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Legislature,  a  judiciary,  and  all  other 
necessary  officei's,  it  concludes  with  a  provision 
directing  that  all  that  part  of  the  Territory  of 
Idaho  commencing  at  a  point  formed  by  the  in- 
tersection of  the  thirty-third  degree  of  longitude 
west  from  Washington  with  the  forty-first  degree 
of  north  latitude;  ihence  along  the  thirty-third 
degree  of  longitude  to  the  crest  of  the  Rocky 
mountains;  thence  northward  along  the  crest  of 
the  Rocky  mountains  to  its  intersection  with  the 
forty-fourth  degree  and  thirty  minutes  of  north 
latitude;  ihence  eastward  along  the  forty-fourth 
degree  thirty  minutes  north  latitude  to  the  thirty- 
fourth  degree  of  longitude  west  from  Washington; 
thence  northward  along  the  thirty-fourth  degree 
of  longitude  to  its  intersection  with  the  forty-fifth 
degree  of  north  latitude;  thence  eastward  along 
the  forty-fifih  degree  of  north  latitude  to  its  inter- 
section with  the'tw^nty-seventh  degree  of  Jongi- 
tudewest  from  Washington;  thence  south  along 
the  twenty-seventh  degi-ee  of  longitude  west  from 
Washington  to  the  forty-first  degree  of  north  lat- 
itude; thence  west  along  the  forty-first  degree  of 
latitude  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  incor- 
porated temporarily  into  and  made  part  of  the 
Territory  of  Dakota. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  In  section  five,  line  two, 
I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "  white  male  in- 
habitant,"and  insert  "  male  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  those  who  have  declared  their  inten- 
tion to  become  such;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

That  every  free  mnlc  citizen  of  tlie  United  States,  and 
those  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  such, 
above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  wlio  shaM  iiave  been 
an  actual  resident  of  said  Territory  ,it  tfae  time  of  ilie  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  first  elec- 
tion, &c. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Ifthatamendmentisadopted 
it  is  about  to  inaugurate  a  policy  which  seems  to 
me  very  ill-advised.  1  speak  it  with  great  respect. 
The  bill  as  originally  drafted  in  this  respect  is  in 
accordance  with  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment from  its  beginning  to  the  present  tim«. 
The  effect  of  the  amendment — and  1  suppose  that 
in  a  great  measure  is  the  object  of  the  amendment 
— is  to  admit  to  the  elective  franchise  in  the  pro- 
posed Territory  black  men  as  well  as  v/hite.  The 
black  population  that  has  heretofore  been  in  a 
state  of  slavery,  to  the  extent  that  our  armies  have 
gone,andto  the  legitimate  extent  that  may  be 
attributed  to  the  declarations  of  the  President 
in  the  form  of  proclamations,  and  the  laws  which 
have  been  or  are  proposed  to  be  passed,  and  the 
constitutional  amendment  which  may  or  may  not 
be  adopted",  is  to  be  emancipated ;  and  all  the  Afri- 
cans now  in  the  United  States  arc  some  foui-  mil- 
lions. I  suppose  that  it  can  hardly  be  seriously 
contended  that  of  that  four  millions,  such  portion 
of  them  as  have  been  in  a  state  of  slavery  from 
infancy  to  (he  present  time  are  intelligent  enough 
or  likely  to  become  intelligent  enough  at  once  to 
exercise  the  right  of  suffrage.  They  may  go,  for 
aught  I  know,  in  numbers  to  the  pi-oposed  Terri- 
tory, and  may  got  the  whole  control  of  the  Terri- 
tory. If  they  do  not  do  it  of  themselves  by  their 
own  prompting,  they  may  be  induced  to  do  it 
through  the  influence  of  others,  and  if  so  we  may 
have  among  us,  perhaps,  a  question  just  as  likely 
to  excite  the  public  as  the  question  of  the  existence 
of  slavery  in  itself. 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  it;  I  rose  with  no 
such  view;  but  merely  toatatc  my  objections  to 
it,  and  request  that  when  the  vote  is  taken  it  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morninghonr 
having  expiied,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  call  up  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Wade,  l  move  to  susjiend  all  other  busi- 
ness and  proceed  with  the  consideiation  of  this 
bill. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Ihopenot.  We  have  had 
up  the  constitutional  amendment,  oil   which  the 


Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Davis]  is  entitled 
to  tlie  floor,  and  I  trust  we  shall  be  permitted  to 
go  on  with  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  is  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the  unfinished 
business. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     I  hope  he  will  proceed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Unless  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  yields  the  floor  to  the  motion 
to  postpone,  that  motion  cannot  be  made. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  am  not  vef y  tenacious  on  the 
point  any  way. 

Mr.  WADE.  Neither  am  L  I  supposed  this 
bill  would  not  lead  to  much  jdebate  and  that  we 
could  get  through  with  it  immediately;  but  if 
there  is  any  wish  to  take  up  other  business  I  give 
way,  notifying  the  Senate  that  I  shall  move  to 
take  up  this  bill  to-morrow  morning. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  the  un- 
finished business  of  the  morning  hour  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  suggest  that  the  special  or- 
der be  passed  over  informally  for  fifteen  minutes, 
and  that  will  give  us  an  opportunity,  to  dispose  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  This  will  come  up  to-morrow 
morning  in  the  morning  hour. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday  is  before  the  Senate,  and  on 
that  question  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  en- 
titled to  the  floor. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  will  inquii-e  of  the  Chair  what 
is  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday.'  What 
was  the  measure  before  the  Senate  that  was  left 
under  discussion  .•' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Senate  joint  reso- 
lution No.  16,  proposing  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion, was  called  up,  and  immediately  succeeding 
it  a  communication  was  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  business  was  suspended. 

Mr.  FOOT.  That  subject  was  under  consid- 
eration the  day  befoi'e  yesterday. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  And  was  called 
up  yesterday  at  one  o'clock^inmediately  after 
which  a  communication  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  regard  to  the  death 
of  one  of  its  members,  which  was  announced ,  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

Mr.  FOOT.  It  had  escaped  my  recollection. 
That  was  the  reason  of  my  making  the  inquiry. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Stnate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
(S.  No.  16)  proposing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  the  pending  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Mr.  President,  I  was,  and  am, 
entirely  indifferent  whether  I  proceed  with  the 
remarks  which  1  intend  to  make  on  this  subject 
now  or  at  any  time  hereafter.  Indeed,  I  would 
much  prefer  it  if  the  subject  upon  which  I  am 
about  to  address  the  Senate,  and  the  remarks  that 
1  propose  to  make  in  relation  to  it,  were  both 
postponed  until  doomsday.  If  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  that  could  be  made,  1  assure  the  Senate 
it  would  meet  with  my  hearty  concurrence;  but 
I  suppose  that  is  impracticable. 

Mr.  DAVIS  proceeded  to  address  the  Senate 
in  opposititni  to  the  joint  resolution.  [His  speech 
will  be  published  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  SAULSEURY.  I  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow at  one  o'clock.  . 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  omitted  in  the  course  of  my 
remarks  to  present  an  amendment  that  I  intended 
to  offer.  \ 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
receive  it,  if  there  be  no  objection.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Before  the  vote  is  taken 
on  that,  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business.  I  believe 
that  will  leave  this  joint  resolution  before  the 
Senate  as  tlie  unfinished  business. 

KXKCUTIVE  SESSION. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  sometime 
spent  in  the  consideiation  oi' executive  business, 
the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

Thi-  Senate  ailj^)uriied. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  March  30,  18G4.  . 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

EjrpLOYES  IN  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  list  of  the  clerks  and  other  employes 
in  his  Department  during  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1863;  which  was  laid  upon  tlie  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.         , 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  TO  A  MEMBER. 

Mr.  BRANDEGEE.  I  ask  leave  of  absence 
from  this  House  for  two  weeks  from  to-morrow 
morning,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  return 
to  Connecticut  to  record  my  vote  there  in  the  elec- 
tion on  Monday  next,  and  to  remain  at  home  for 
a  few  days  for  the  purpose  ofrecruiting  my  health. 

There  being  no  objection,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted. 

/       PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  STROUSE.  I  beg  leave  to  state,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  on  my  return  to  this  city,  I  find 
that  during  the  call  of  the  House  on  Friday  last 
nearly  all  my  colleagues  who  left  here  to  attend 
the  Democratic  convention  in  Philadelphia  were 
excused  except  myself.  I  wish  to  state  that  I 
had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Thayer,  my  colleague 
from  the  fifth  district.  That  fact  was  known  to 
a  number  of  gentlemen  upon  both  sides  of  the. 
House;  but  the  House  refused  to  excuse  me  while 
they  excused  every  other  absentee  from  my  State, 
as  1  find  by  the  official  proceedings  as  published 
i,n  the  Globe.  I  simply  rose  to  ascertain  if  possi- 
ble— it  may  be  somewhat  of  a  matter  of  privilege 
— in  what  respect  I  have  incurred  the  hostility  and 
ill-will  of  the  members  of  this  House  that  I  am 
selected  as  the  only  party  to  whom  objection  is 
made.  The  request  was  made  upon  both  sides  of 
the  House  that  1  should  be  excused,  but  objection 
being  made  thereto,  I  was  not  excused. 

Now,  I  may  take  the  liberty  to  say  that  I  am 
about  as  attentive  to  my  duties  as  any  member 
here.  I  have  never  before  been  absent,  except 
on  account  of  sickness  in  my  family.  This  was 
the  first  time,  and  I  supposed  that  it  would  have 
been  stated  to  the  Chair  that  I  was  paired  off.  I 
say  this  in  justice, to  myself,  and  I  should  really 
like  to  know  why  I  was  singled  out  from  a  large 
number  of  absentees  from  my  State  not  to  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  recollectiori  of  the  Chair 
is  that  when  the  gentleman's  name  was  called 
the  excuse  was  not  presented,  and'after  that  time 
it  required  unanimous  consent,  which  was  re- 
fused.    That  is  the  recollection  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  STROUSE.  It  is  so  stated  in  the  ofiicial 
report. 

COLONEL  JOSEPH  PADDOCK. 

Mr.ODELL,by  unanimous  consent,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  back  the 
pafiers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Colonel  Joseph 
Paddock,  with  the  recommendation  that  the  par- 
ties be  permitted  to  withdraw  said  papers,  a  bill 
having  been  passed  on  the  24th  of  February  last 
granting  the  relief  asked  for. 

Leave  was  granted  for  the  withdrawal  ofths 
papers. 

MRS.   ROLAS  Y  ROBALDO. 

Mr.  ODELL  also,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
from  the  same  committee,  reported  back  the  pa- 
pers relating  to  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Rolas  y  R6- 
baklo  for  damages  incurred  in  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico in  the  year  1847,  with  the  recommendation 
that  the  f)arty  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  pa[)ers 
and  present  them  to  the  Court  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  A  reference  to  the  Court  of 
Claims  can  only  be  made  by  a  vote  of  the  two 
Houses,  and,  only  by  a  bill  or  joint  resohubn. 
t  desire  to  know  if  it  is  proposed  in  this  manner 
to  confer  jurisdiction  in  the  case  upon  the  Court 
of  Claims.' 

IVTr.  ODELL.  Oh  no;  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  is  that  the  par- 
ties have  leave  to  withdraw  their  papers  from  the 
House  and  present  them  to  the  Court  of  Claims 
or  elsewhere  us  they  choose.  We  give  no  direc- 
tions about  it. 

Mr,  HOLMAN,     I  shall  not  raisa  any  objec- 
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tion   to  the  witlidrawal  of  the  papers,  provided 
copies  are  left  on  file. 

Mr.  ODELL.     There  is  no  objection  to  that. 

Leave  was  then  granted  for  the  withdrawal  of 

the  papers. 

'     '  VOTES  EECORDED. 

Mr.  DENISON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  record  my  vote*on  the  rejection  of 
the  joint  resolution  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Ste- 
vens] amendatory  of  the  Constitution. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  DENISON.  I  record  my  vote  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Several  other  members  made  a  similar  request. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  is  no  objection ,  the 
Chair  will  understand  that  leave  is  granted  to  gen- 
tlemen to  record  their  votes  at  the  Clerk's  desk  on 
the  rejection  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Mr.  Ste- 
vens amendatory  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

No  objection  was  made. 

The  following  votes  were  recorded  in  the  af- 
firmative: Messrs.  Mallory,  Finck,  and  John- 
son of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  negative:  Messrs.  Blair  of  Missouri, 
Washburn  of  Massachusetts,  and  Miller  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  desire 
permission  to  state  to  the  House  that  my  long  ab- 
sence was  occasioned  by  sickness.  1  arrived  in 
the  Hall  last  Mondayjustafter  the  votu  was  taken 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  I  should  have  voted  for  its  rejec- 
tion, and  will  so  vote  now. 

WILLIAM  WHEELER  IIUBBELL. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  regular  order 
of  business  to  be  the  consideration  of  reports  from 
the  Committeeon  Naval  Airairs,the  question  be- 
ing on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Ashley,]  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 
joint  resolution  No.  51,  relative  to  the  claim  and 
letters  patent  of  William  Wheeler  Hubbell. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  will  not  be  agreed  to.  My 
colleague  on  the  committee,  [Mr.  Edgerton,]  to 
.whom  the  case  was  referred,  is  not  present  to-day. 
^e  and  tnys'elf  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  exam- 
ining it  last  session,  and  we  were  satisfied  then 
that  the  claim  was  a  just  one.  There  are  legal 
questions  involved  in  it  which  thegentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Edgerton]  could  explain.  1  see 
no  reason  why  the  case  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims.  As  the  claim  is  for  shells  used 
ill  the  Navy,  it  was  properly  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflfairs.  This  not  only  provides 
for  the  paynient  of  the  amount  now  due  to  Hub- 
bell,  but  it  also  provides  for  the  purchase  of  the 
patent,  so  that  no  account  for  its  use  shall  be  here- 
after running  against  the  Government.  I  think 
the  Committee  of  Claims  has  no  jurisdiction  in 
the  matter  unless  Congress  shall  give  it.  1  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  motion  will  be  voted  down  and 
the  resolution  passed. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  House 
will  recollect  that  this  case  is  almost  parallel  to 
the  one  in  reference  to  the  broom  patent,  which 
came  here  a  short  time  since  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  hope  not;  for  that  was  all  a 
fraud. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  When  the 
resoltrtion  in  thafcase  came  here  from  the  Senate, 
giving  the  Court  of  Claims  jurisdiction  of  it,  the 
House  very  properly  sent  it  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary.  I  think  that  this  case  should  also 
go  there. 
•  Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  have  no  objection;  but 
I  think  the  case  has  been  before  the  proper  com- 
mittee, and  I  desire  the  action  of  the  House  on 
the  report. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
refer  the  joint  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  It  is  certainly  very  proper  that  this 
case  should  go  to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  The 
joint  resolution  regards  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Claims,  aiid  it  is  therefore  a  matter 
whicii  ought  to  be  examined  very  carefully.  I 
think  that  the  Court  of  Claims  has  jurisdiction 
etiough  already.  If  wego  on  extending  its  juris- 
diction in  every  case  where  a  party  thinks  he  has 
a  claim  against  the  Government,  we  will  over- 
burden that  court,  and  give  itn  jurisdiction  which 
it  should  not  have,  i  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ashley]  to  let  this  case  take  the 


same  direction  that  the  other  case  took,  involving 
the  same  questions  as  this  does. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  The  objection  that  I  have  to 
sending  it  to  the  JudiciaryCommittee  is  this 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  1  did  not  know  that  I 
had  yielded  the  floor  to  thegentleman  from  Ohio. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  supposed  the 
gentleman  had  surrendered  the  floor.    * 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.     No,  sir. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  am  opposed  to  the  ref- 
erence of  this  case  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  or 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims  for  the  reasons  given 
in  the  preamble  to  the  joint  resolution.  The  case 
is  a  very  voluminous  one,  comprising  an  immense 
mass  of  testimony.  During  last  session  the  Naval 
Committee  spent  something  like  a  week  in  in- 
vestigating it,  and  as  there  seemed  to  be  a  good 
deal  of  conflicting  testimony  in  it,  the  committee 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  impossible  for 
a  committee  of  the  House  to  give  it  due  consider- 
ation and  attend  to  other  public  duties.  For 
that  reason  the  committee  reported  this  resolu- 
tion. I  hope,  therefore,  that  it  will  not  be  re- 
ferred to  any  otlier  committee.  I  do  not  want  to 
have  another  committee  of  the  House  burdened 
with  it.  I  think  it  should  go  to  the  court,  where 
it  can  be  legally  investigated  and  properly  adju- 
dicated. I  will  now  yield  to  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Broomall,]  who  seems  anxious  to  get  the  floor. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  Mr.  Speaker,  i  do  not  see 
any  objection  to  the  passage  of  this  bill  as  it 
stands,  and  I  see  no  propriety  in  referring  the 
matter  either  to' the  Committee  of  Claims  or  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  There  is  involved 
in  the  matter  a  kind  of  double  question,  which 
would  make  it  probably  not  a  proper  subject  for 
any  single  committee.  If  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee and  the  Committee  of  Claims  could  be  incor- 
porated they  would  probably  make  what  the 
Court  of  Claims  now  is,  a  court  competent  to  de- 
cide the  whole  question. 

The  preamble  of  the  joint  resolution  sets  out 
that  Hubbell  claims  compensation  for  the  use  of 
his  patent  by  the  United  States  Government.  It 
also  sets  out  that  the  Government  does  use  the 
article  claimed  to  be  patented,  and  thatit  is  a  use- 
ful invention.  If  that  is  true — and  that  is  a  mat- 
ter for  the  Court  of  Claims  to  ascertain,  both  the 
utility  and  the  legality  of  the  patent — if  that  is  true, 
certainly  the  Government  does  notwa'nt  to  make 
use  of  absolute  power  to  prevent  itself  from  pay- 
ing what  it  legitimately  owes  to  one  of  its  own 
citizens. 

It  is  said  that  this  case  is  On  a  par  with  a  cer- 
tain broom  case  which  came  up  here,  and  was  said 
to  be  wholly  founded  upon  fraud;  and  that  that 
case  was  disposed  of  by  one  of  the  committees 
of  this  House  ascertaining  that  it  was  founded 
upon  fraud.  If  this  case  is  founded  upon  fraud, 
if  there  never  was  such  a  patent,  the  Court  of 
Claims  is  competent  to  ascertain  that  as  well  as 
any  other  tribunal.  I  suppose  the  case  disposed 
of  in  the  summary  manner  alluded  to  to-day,  if  it 
had  been  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claims  instead 
of  to  thecommittee  to  which  it  was  referred,  would 
equally  have  arrived  at  a  just  conclusion;  perhaps 
the  Cou^  of  Claims  would  have  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion  as  the  committee.  We  are  re- 
ferring the  claim  of  an  individual  to  the  court  of 
our  own  selection — an  arbitrator  of  our  own 
choosing;  and  the  idea  of  his  getting  an  unfair 
advantage  against  the  Government  in  a  court  of 
its  own  is  to  me  a  rather  singular  one. 

Is  this  bill  sufficiently  guarded.'  Does  it  suf- 
ficiently protect  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.'  It  does  not,  if  you  will  look  at  it,  make 
the  decision  of  the  court  final,  because  it  allows 
an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  by  either  party  within  ninety  days.  If 
that  is  no.t  sufficiently  guarding  it  I  would  like  to 
know  what  it  is.  In  other  words,  it  is  allowing 
the  claim  of  the  individual  to  be  submitted  to  an 
arbitrator  of  our  own  choosing,  to  the  Court  of 
Claims;  and  if  we  do  not  like  its  award  it  allows 
us  to  take  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  Is  there  any  chance  for  this  indi- 
vidual to  get  an  unfair  advantage  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  tlie  United  States  by  such  a  proceeding 
as  that.'     1  must  confess  that  I  do  not  see  it. 

Again,  there  is  still  another  guard  by  this  bill. 
No  matter  how  the  Court  of  Claims  or  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  tiie  United  States  may  decide  upon 


this  claim,  how  just  they  believe  the  claim  to  be, 
and  how  much  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  claimant, 
they  cannot  exceed  the  fixed  amount  of  the  bill. 
So  that  all  of  the  guards  that  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
necessary  to  place  upon  any  claim  or  any  bill  are 
placed  upon  this  claim. 

The  Court  of  Claims  is  allowed,  first,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  there  is  a  patent  and  whether  it  is 
infringed;  and,  secondly,  to  ascertain  what  sum 
should  be  paid,  not  for  past  infringement,  but  for 
all  future  use,  so  that  the  patent  shall  be  in  the 
Government  itself.  The  tribunals  are  of  our  o^n 
choosing.  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  to  say  that 
I  will  not  trust  the  Court  of  Claims  nor  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  a  grave  question  whether  the  Court  of 
Claims  had  notpowerto  take  cognizance  of  claims 
of  this  sort  without  coming  to  Congress;  but  it 
has  been  decided  in  a  recent  case  by  the  Court  of 
Claims  itself  that  it  has  not  jurisdiction  unless 
they  are  specially  referred  by  Congress.  That  is 
what  the  bill  proposes  to  do. 

If  this  claim  be  not  referred  to  the  Court  of 
Claims  it  will  come  up  at  the  next  session,  and 
again  and  again  until  acted  upon;  and  ultimately 
it  will  have  to  be  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claims, 
which  seems  to  me  competent  to  decide  with  jus- 
tice alike  to  the  individual  and  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  took  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania lias  the  floor. 

-Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Oliio. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  am  opposed  to  allowing 
this  Court  of  Claims  to  have  any  more  power  or 
authority  than  they  have  now.  I' am  opposed  to 
allowing  aiiy  solicitor  of  the  Unitsd  States  to  go 
before  the  court  and  present  claims  for  judgment 
against  the  United  States  without  first  having  the 
supervision  of  Congress.  This  is  simply  a  prop- 
osition to  establish  a  precedent  whereby  the  Court 
of  Claims  will  become  a  great  power  in  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  whereby  millions  of  dollars  can  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  without  the  scrutiny 
of  Congress.  I  know  nothing  of  the  justness  of 
this  claim.  I  do  not  care  to  know  anything  about 
it.  I  am  nota  member  of  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
I  asked  to  be  excused  and  this  House  excused 
me  from  serving  upon  that  committee,  but  I  hold 
that  it  is  the  only  proper  and  legitimate  place  to 
which  this  claim  should  go,  and  I  am  determined, 
if  my  vote  can  carry  it  there,  thatit  shall  go  there. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who  reports 
^his  bill  does  not  pretend  that  the  committee  all 
concur,  but  simply  that  a  majority  concur,  in 
thinking  that  something  is  due  this  claimant;  and 
thereupon  a  joint  resolution  is  brought  into  this 
House  giving  the  Court  of  Claitfis  jurisdiction, 
and  appropriating  blindly  $100,000  to  this  claim- 
ant. Such  is  the  jjroposition  before  the  House 
broadly  stated. 

Now  I  ask  gentlemen  whether  they  are  willing 
to  stand  here  and  put  themselves  upon  the  record 
in  favor  of  allowing  claimants,  however  merito- 
rious their  claims  may  be,  to  come  in.  here  in  this 
way,  and  in  favor  of  blindly  appropriating  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  dollars  in  advance,  and 
authorizing  a  court  to  enter  up  a  judgment  against 
the  Government,  where  the  Government  cannot 
in  the  very  nature  of  things,  have  that  protection 
and  care  and  guardianship  of  their  Treasury 
which  they  can  have  in  this  House  and  the  Senate. 
«In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Penn.sylvania, 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  I  will  say  that  I  do 
not  put  this  case  upon  a  par  with  the  patent  broom 
case  which  was  lugged  in  here  the  other  day.  I 
distinctly  stated  that  I  did  not  know  but  that  this 
was  a  meritorious  case;  but  I  object  to  its  going 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee  simply  because  I  do 
not  think  that  is  the  proper  committee.  The 
Committee  of  Claims  was  raised  and  created  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  just  such  cliiims  as 
this.  The  experience  of  the  Government  proves 
that  a  committee  of  this  kind  is  necessary;  and 
every  possible  claim  which  can  be  trumped  up 
against  the  Government  should  bo  sent  to  that 
committee;  and  we  ought  not  to  send  them  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  to  the  Military  Committee, 
or  any  committee  except  the  Connniitee  of  Claims. 
The  report  of  (hat  committee  and  the  evidence 
in  the  case  should  be  submitted  to  the  House  foi 
trlu'ir  adjudication.  We  should  not  shirk  the  re- 
sponsibility which  belongs  to  every  member  here 
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by  sciuiing  clnims  from  tliis  House  of  huiulreds 
or  tliousands  of  dollars,  (fs  the  case  may  be,  and 
millioriziwg  a  court  to  draw  the  money  out  of  the 
Treasury  for  it.  It  is  establishing  a  dangerous 
precedent;  and  I  prefer  to  return  to  the  old  policy 
of  this  Government,  under  wliich  the  Committee 
of  Claims  of  this  House  was  an  honorable  andre- 
sponsii)le  committee,  having  charge  of  these  mat- 
ters, and  having  a  care  to  the  interests  of  honest 
creditors  and  the  Government  alike. 

I  claim  that  the  committees  of  this  House  and 
Senate  are  just  as  competent  to  pass  upon  and 
Btljiidicate  these  matters  as  the  Court  of  Claims. 
If  not,  iheir  members  had  better  resign.  I  hope 
the  resolution  will  not  be  pressed  tlirough  in  this 
.summary  way,  and  above  all  that  we  "will  not 
clothe  the  Court  of  Claims  with  any  additional 
power. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  WiU  my  colleague  yield  to 
me  a  moment.' 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.     I  will. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  cannot  agree  to  the  doc- 
trine advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Ashley.]  Some  years  ago  when  this  Court  of 
Claims  was  constituted;  it  was  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  taking  cases  from  J.he  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Claims.  It  was  found  that  the  committee  of 
this  House  which  was  called  to  act  upon  private 
elaims  was  overburdened,  and  that  the  most  just 
claims  which  were  brought  here  were  postponed 
from  year  to  year,  until  the  suffering  applicant 
went  down  to  his  grave  unrewarded.  In  order 
to  get  rid  of  that  great  evil,  an  evil  which  the  Gov- 
ernment has  a  right  to  inflict  by  its  sovereign 
power,  but  which  it  ill  becomes  them  to  exercise, 
this  Court  of  Claims  was  established;  and  I  had 
thought  all  these  claims,  by  the  terms  of  the  bill, 
were  referred  to  that  tribunal  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port to  this  House.  But  it  seems  now  there  is  a 
doubt  about  it,  and  it  is  contended  that  claims  of 
this  kind  are  still  to  be  decided  by  that  commit- 
tee. And  yet  you  see  every  Friday,  when  these 
easeo  come  before  us,  the  most  meritorious  claims 
go  over  from  week  to  week  and  from  Congress  to 
Congress,  until  the  applicant  is  driven  from  his 
application  to  Congress,  ho wever  just  may  be  his 
claim.  Now,  I  think  that  tribunal  is  far  better 
qualified  to  ascertain  and  judge  upon  the  rights 
of  parties  than  any  committee  of  this  House.  I 
do  not  know  of  whom  the  Committee  of  Claims 
consists — I  dare  say  of  the  ablest  and  most  re- 
sponsible men  that  could  be  selected  ;  but  a  court 
whose  sole  duty  it  is  to  examine  witnesses  and 
lienr  evidence  and  decide  according  to  l(iw,  is 
always  better  qualified  to  determine  these  cases, 
than  any  committee  of  this  House  can  be.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  merits  of  this  case.  If  it  has  mer- 
its, the  applicant  ought  to  be  heard;  if  it  have  no 
merits,  he  ought  to  be  heard  and  thrown  out  of 
court  by  the  triuunal  after  a  hearing. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  this  joint  resolution  will 
not  be  sent  to  any  other  committee,  as  it  has  al- 
ready been  before  one  committee,  but  that  it  will 
be  sent  to  that  tribunal  that  is  properly  consti- 
tuted for  deciding  these  cases,  and  that  the  sover- 
eign power  of  this  Government  will  not'  deprive 
individuals  of  a  hearing  before  the  tribunal  con- 
.•ititutcd  by  itself,  that  they  may  some  day  know 
whether  the.y  are  entitled  to  anything  or  not. 

Mr.  MOORFIEAD.  I  now  demand  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  yield 
to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  must  insist  on  (he  pre- 
vious question.  * 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  hope  the  House  will  vote  it 
down. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  refused 
to  RUiitain  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  only  material,  or  the 
mo«i  material  question  involved  in  this  joint  i-es- 
olutioM  is  one  which  proposes  to  extend  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  C»urtof  Claims, and  itdots.sccm 
to  inc  that  the  committee  who  have  had  the  joint 
rf8f)luii<Mi  under  consideration  have  not  consid- 
ered the -statute  relating  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
(3ourt  of  Claims,  nor  have  they  examined  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Court  of  Claims  in  relation  to  ques- 
iionH  of  this  kind. 

Now,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  decision  made  by 
the  Court  of  (;iaims  in  a  patent  case  which  was 
before  tiie  court  for  determinution,  and  in  that 
upiiiiQii  I  find  the  following: 

•'  Tht  ilglii  of  tlio  ulitiiiiuiii  to  tliU  imU'fit  rlyht  iaiiol  Ui<- 


putcd,  nor  is  it  controverted  that  this  riglu  lias  bfcn  iii- 
Iriiiijed  by  persons  apparently  acting  lor  and  on  behalf  of 
ttie  United  States.  The  only  question  raised  and  discussed 
is,  whetlicr  this  court  has  jurisdiction.  VVIiat  is  tlie  na- 
ture and  cliaracter  of  the  injury  of  vvliich  the  claimant  com- 
plains.'' At  common  law,  the  infringement  or  disturbance 
of  a  right  of  this 'kind  was  held  to  be  a  tort,  for  which  an 
action  of  trespass  on  the  case  was  the  appropriate,  if  not 
the  only,  remedy  at  law.  (I3ull  N.  P.,73.)  Under  ourstat- 
utes  in  relation  to  patent  rights  the  same  form  of  action  has 
been  prescrtbed.  The  fourtccntJi  section  of  the  act  of  July 
4,  1836,  enacts:  '  Whenever,  in  any  action  for  da/nnge?  for 
making,  using,  or  selling  the  thing  whereof  the  exclusive 
riglit  is  secured  by  any  patent  heretofore  granted,  or  l)y  any 
patent  which  may  hereafter  bo  granted,  a  verdict  shall  be 
rendered  for  the  plaintift'  on  such  action,  it  shall  be  in  the 
power  of  the  court  to  render  judgment  for  any  sum  above 
the  amount  found  by  such  verdict  as  the  actualdamngcs  sus- 
tained by  the  plaintilf,  not  exceeding  three  times  the  amount 
thereof,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the.  case,  with 
costs.  And  such  damages  may  be  recovered  by  action  on 
the  case,  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.' 

'■  The  seventeenth  section  of  the  same  act  provides  '  tliat 
all  actions,  suits,  co]itroversies,and  cases  arising  under  any 
law  of  the  United  States,  granting  or  confirming  to  invent- 
ors the  exclusive  right  to  their  inventions  or  discoveries, 
shall  be  originally  cognizable,  as  well  in  equity  as  at  law; 
by  the  circuit  courts  of  the  tJnited  States,  or  any  district 
court  having  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  a  circuit  court.' 

"  Tliese  provisions,  it  seems  to  us,  not  only  designate  the 
form flf  action — point  out  the  mode  of  proceeding — but  spe- 
cify the  very  tribunal  in  which  tlie  remedy  must  he  admin- 
istered. It  is  to  he  by  action  on  the  ease ;  a  verdict  of  a 
jui'y  i'to  fix  the  amount  of  damages,  and  the  court  to  in- 
crease them,  within  prescribed  limits,  according  to  its  dis- 
cretion. Tlie  proceedings  of  this  court  are  not  according 
to  the  course  of  the  common  law.  Wc  have  no  jury,  and 
it  will  be  readily  seen  that,  constituted  as  this  court  is,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  us  to  take  cognizance  of  these  cases 
and  meet  the  requirements  of  the  acts  of  Congress.  Besides 
all  this,  there  is  the  directand  explicit  enactment  confining 
the  jurisdiction  to  'the  circuitcourts  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  district  court  liaving  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of 
a  circuit  court.'  " 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  appears  from  this  opin- 
ion of  the  Court  of  Claims  that  they  have  not 
the  machinery  necessary  to  th&  adjustment  and 
trial  of  these  cases. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Will  the  gentleman  permit 
me  to  ask  him  a  question.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  Not  at  this  moment.  The 
question  is  whether  we  are"  disposed  to  establish 
a  precedent  which  shall  ultimately  result  in  giving 
to  the  Court  of  Claims  a  jury  with  all  the  ma- 
chinery necessary  to  the  determination  of  causes 
of  this  kind. 

It  may  be  said  that  this  is  not  intended  as  a 
precedent;  but  we  find  that  this  is  the  second  case 
that  has  come  before  the  House  within  a  few  days. 
Committees  have  reported  two  cases  in  which 
they  propose  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Claims  to  patent  cases.  If  we  intend 
to  give  parties  and  the  Government  that  full  and 
complete  remedy  which  the  law  now  provides  for 
patent  cases,  we  must  go  further  and  provide  a 
jury  for  the  Court  of  Claims.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
very  important  question  of  jurisdiction,  and  one 
which  I  think  should  be  considered  by  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

Again,  sir,  why  sliould  we  place  this  claimant 
ill  any  better  position  than  any  other  claimant 
under  a  patent  issued  by  the  Governinent  of  the 
United  Stales,  or,  if  it  will  nolplace  him  in  any 
belter  )30sition,  why  place  this  claimant  in  any 
worse  position  than  other  claimants  having  simi- 
lar claims.' 

Now,  I  do  tliink  that  unless  wc  are  prepared 
to  follow  up  this  legislation  with  an  act  providing 
a  jury  and  all  other  machinery  to  thelCourt  of 
Claims,  we  had  better  have  this  question  fully 
investigated  before  wc  conclude  to  act  in  the 
premises.  I  will  now  yield  to  the  gejitleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Kellet.] 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  desired  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man how  tho  case  to  which  he  referred  caine  into 
the  Court  of  Claims,  whether  by  congressional 
reference  or  upon  the  original  petition  of  the 
claimant. 

Mr.  WILSON,     It  was  upon  original  petition. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Exactly;  then  the  court  had 
no  jurisdiction.  But  if  the  gentleman  will  ex- 
amine the  first  section  of  the  act  establishing  the 
court,  he  will  find  that  it  provides  for  the  refer- 
ence by  Congress  to  that  court  of  just  such  cases, 
and  in  that  will'be  found  an  answer  to  the  inquiry 
put  to  ine  yesterday,  why  the  claimant  did  not 
present  his  claim  originally  to  the  Court  of  Claiuts? 
Sir,  he  could  not  do  it.  The  law  gives  the  court 
jurisdiction  in  all  matters  of  contract  arising  under 
an  act  of  Congress,  or  an  order  of  one  of  the  De- 
partments, but  where  a  claim  comes  sounding  in 
tort,  as  this  doe.>i,  by  i\\o.  improper  use  of  a  pat- 
ent or  t|)u  infringement  of  the  rights  of  u  citizen, 


then  it  may  be  sent  there— so  says  the  original 
act — by  a  reference  by  Congress,  and,  therefore, 
to  refer  this  case  to  the  court,  is  by  no  means  to 
extend  its  jurisdiction,  but  merely  to  execute  the 
jurisdiction  confided  to  it  by  the  act  originally 
creating  it,  to  wit,  the  reference  of  such  cases 
sounding  in  tort  as  Congress  may  find  itstrf  in- 
adequate, from  want  of  time,  to  examine,  and  yet 
in  which  tiiere  is  a  real  question  at  issue  betsveen 
the  Government  and  an  honest  claimant. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  joint  reso- 
lution does  propose  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court  of  Claims.  The  Court  of  Claims  have 
decided  in  a  similar  case  that  they  have  not  juris- 
diction. This  resolution  proposes  to  confer  it 
6Xorcssl  V 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  permit  me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.' WILSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  In  the  case  alluded  to,  was 
it  referred  to  the  Court  by  Congress.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  No,  sir;  it  was  not.  If  the 
Court  of  Claims  has  jurisdiction  now,  there  is 
no  necessity  for  the  passage  of  this  act.  If  it  has 
not  the  jurisdiction  now,  does  the  gentleinan  think 
we  ought  to  extend  it.' 

Mr.^KELLEY.  The  gentleman  will  permit  the 
act  itself  to  answer. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  understand  what  it  says. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  It  provides  that  the  court  shall 
hear  and  determine  all  claims  founded  on  any  law 
of  Congress,  or  on  any  regulation  of  an  Executive 
Department,  or  on  any  contract,  express  or  im- 
plied, with  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
that  may  be  presented  to  it  by  a  petition  filed 
therein.  Now,  the  case  to  which  the  gentleman 
refers  was  not  such  a  case;  and  therefore  the 
court  had  no  jurisdiction.      But  the  act  proceeds: 

And  also  all  claims  wliicli  may  be  referred  to  said  court 
by  either  House  of  Congress. 

It  has  been  the  constant  usage  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress  to  refer  just  such  cases  as  this  to  that 
court,  under  that  clause.  Therefore  I  say  that 
the  reference  of  this  case  is  not  an  extension  of  the 
jurisdiction,  of  the  court.  * 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  Court  of  Claims  does 
not  base  its  want  of  jurisdiction  on  the  ground 
simply  that  the  case  was  not  referred  to  it.  In 
addition  to  that,  the  court  says  that  it  is  not  pro- 
vided with  a  jury,  or  with  the  machinery  neces- 
sary for  the  trial  of  the  case.  Does  the  gentle- 
man propose  to  send  a  jury  to  the  Court  of  Claims 
with  this  case.'  The  court  says  it  has  no  juris- 
diction because  the  case  has  not  been  referred  to 
it  by  Congress;  and  that  if  it  had  been  referred, 
the  court  could  not  try  it  because  it  is  not  pro- 
vided with  a  jury,  to  which  the  parties  are  en- 
titled. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  did  not  give  the  gentle- 
man my  entire  time. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  The  claimant  here  has 
got  into  the  hands  of  the  lawyers,  and  we  have 
had  a  legal  discussion  of  it.  I  do  not  profess  to 
know  much  about  its  legal  points,  but  I  do  pro- 
fess to  know  something  about  the  principles  of 
justice  and  honesty.  I  think  that  if  Congress 
does  not  refer  this  man's  claim  where  it  can  be 
properly  examined  and  adjudicated,  it  will  be  a 
denial  of  justice  to  him.  1  believe  this  is  a  just 
claim,  and  I  have  examined  it  thoroughly. 

I  hope  the  matter  will  be  referred  to  the  Court 
of  Claims,  wjierc  it  can  be  duly  investigated,  and 
that  the  proposition  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims  will  be  voted  down.  I  renew  the  call 
for  the  previous  question,  and  hope  that  it  will 
be  seconded  now,  as  the  question  has  been  legally  * 
and  thoroughly  discussed. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  propose  to  offer  a  substi- 
tute for  the  bill  if  the  gentleman  will  withdraw 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD  declined  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Then  I  hope  it  will  be  voted 
down.  I  do  not  recognize  the  right  of  the  gen- 
tleman first  to  move  the  previous  question,  and 
when  that  is  voted  down  to  claim  the  floor  again. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  arc  two  motions  pend- 
ing to  refer  the  bill,  one  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  and  the  other  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  these  would  cut  off  the  motion  to 
amend. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  If  the  previous  question  be 
voted  down,  will  it  be  in  order  to  propose  inatriic- 
lions  to  the  committee  r 
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The  SPEAKER.     It  will  be. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Then  if  the  previous  ques- 
tion be  voted  down  I  will  submit  an  amendment 
witl>  instructions. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  hope  the  House  will 
sustain  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  accept  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Wash- 
burne]  to  refer  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tliat  can  be  done  only  by 
unanimous  consent.  * 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.     I  object. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Wasiiburne's 
amendment  to  Mr.  Ashley's  motion, 

Mr.  ASHLEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  for  tellers  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Ashley  and 
MooRHEAD  were  appointed. 

Tlie  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  tliirty. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  irv 
the  negative — yeas  51,  nays  59;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Ashley,  .lohii  D. 
Baldwin,  Heamnn,  Boutvvcll,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  James  S. 
Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Cliiinler,  Ambrose  W.  Clark, 
Freeman  (/laike,  Col)h,  Cole,  Tliomas  T.  Davis,  Dixon, 
Donnelly,  Dumont,  Eliot,  Frank,  Garfield,  Goocli.  Grin- 
iiell,  HIgby,  Asaliel  VV.  Huhbaid,  John  [I.  Hubbard,  Julian, 
Francis  VV.  Kellogg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Norton, 
Odell,  Orlli,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Randall,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Scheiick,  Scofield,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Tlionias, 
Tracy,  Upson,  Elilni  B.  Washbiirnc,  William  B.Washburn, 
Wilson,  WindOMi,  and  Woodbridge — 51. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  .Mien,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona,  Anderson,  Bailj',  Au(;ustus  C.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
Blaine,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  Broomall,  Clay, 
Drifjgs,  CrdridgC,  English,  Finck,  Gricier,  Grisvvold,  Hale, 
Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Herrick,  Holnian,  Hotchkfcs, 
Pliilip  Johnson,  Kalbfleiseii,  Kelley,  Law,  Lazear,  Long- 
year,Mallory,  Marcy,  McClurg,  William  H.  Miller,  Moor- 
head,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Amos  Myers,  jieonard 
Myers,  Noble,  Charles  O-Neill,  John  O'Neill,  Paiterson, 
Pendleton,  Prrham,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Scott,  Shannon,  Stevens,  Strouse,  Stuart, 
Wlialey,  Wheeler,  and  Winfield — 59. 

So  the  House  refused  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Ashley's 
notion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  WASHBURN  E,  of  Illinois,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  If  the  bill  is  not  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  I  understand  that  the 
question  will  tken  come  up  on  referring  it  to  the 
Court  of  Claims. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  provides  for  refer- 
ring the  claim  to  the  Court  of  Claims. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  53,  nays  G3;  as  follows: 

YKAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Ashley,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Beaman,  Boutwell,  Brandegee,  James  S.  Brown, 
Chanler,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Dumont,  Eldridge, 
Eliot,  Finck,  Gaitield,  Gooch,  Griuncll,  Higby,  Hooper, 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Kasson, 
Fra-icis  W.  Kellogg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris, 
Norton,  Odell,  Ortli,  Pendleton,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Sehcnck,  Scoticld,  Shannon,  Smitliers,  Spald- 
ing, Tracy,  Upson,  EUliu  B.  Washburne,  William  B. 
VV.ashburn,  Wlieeler,  Wilson,  Windom,  and  VVoodbridce 
—53.  *" 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  j'.  Allen,  An- 
cona,  Anderh-on,  Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
Blaine,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Blow,  Boyd,  Brooks,  Broom- 
all,  William  G.  Brown,  Clay,  Cravens,  Denison,  Driggs, 
English,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hale,  Hall,  Harding,  Benjamin 
G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holnian,  Hotchkiss,  Philip  Johnson, 
Kalbflelsch,  ICelley,  Law,  Lazear,  Loan,  Longyenr,  Mal- 
lory,  Marcy,  McClurg,  Mooriiead,  Morrison,  Amos  Myers, 
►  Leonard  Myers, Noble,  Cliarles  O'Neill,  John  O'Neill,  Pat- 
terson, Perham,  Perry,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  H.  Ran- 
dall, Alexander  H.  Rice,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Scott,  Stevens, 
Strouse,  Stuart,  Ward,  Whaley,  Wilder,  Winfield,  and 
Yeaman— 63. 

So  the  Hou.se  refused  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and' read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD  demanded  the  previous 
question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 


The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  67,  nays  47;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Aneona,  Anderson, 
Baily,  Baxter,  Blaine,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Blow,  Boyd, 
Brooks,  Broomall,  Clay,  Cravens,  Denison,  Driggs,  Eld- 
ridge, Cnglish,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hall,  Harding,  Benjamin 
G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herriek,  Hohnan,  Hooper, 
Hotchkiss,  Philip  Johnson,  Kalbflelsch,  Kelley,  Francis 
W.  Kellogg,  Law,  Lazear,  Loan,  Longyear,  Mallory, 
Marcy,  MeBrJde, McClurg,  William  H.  RH'ller,  Moorhead, 
James  R..  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Charles 
O'Neill,  John  O'Neill,  Paiterson,  Perham,  Perry,  Pike, 
Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  H.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Scott,  Shannon,  Stevens,  Strouse,  Stuart, 
Ward,  Whaley,  Wilder,  Winfield,  and  Yeaman — 67. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  AmeS,  Ashley,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Beamun,  Boutwell,  Brandegee, Chanler,  Ambrose 
W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Dixon,  Dumont, 
Eliot,  Finek,  Frank,  Garticid,  Gooch,  Higby,  Asahel  W. 
Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Kasson,  Morrill,  Mor- 
rison, Norton,  Odell,  Ortli,  Pendleton,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Ed- 
ward H.  Rollins,  Sclienck,  Scofield,,  Smithers,  Spalding, 
Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  William 
B.  Washburn,  Wlieeler,  Wilson,  Windom,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 47. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD  moved  to  reconsider  the. 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the 
tabic. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found- 
truly  enrolled  bills  of  the  following  titles;  when 
the  Speaker  signed  the  same: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  34)  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for-the 
year  ending  June  30,  18G5;  and 

All  act  (H.  R.  No.  312)  to  increase  the  pension 
of  the  revolutionary  pensioners  now  on  the  rolls 
of  the  Pension  Office. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Forney,  their  Seoretary,  notifying  the  House 
that  that  bodyliad  passed  Senate  joint  resolution 
No.  38,  explanatory  of  the  tenth  section  of  an  act 
to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  survey  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States,  approved  May  30, 
1862;  in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Plouse. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  COBB,  by  unanimous  consent,  submitted 
the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin 
on  the  condition  of  the  country;  which  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  laid  upon  the  tabl^i. 

MILITARY  ROAD. 
Mr.  YEAMAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  In- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  practicability  and  utility  of  fur- 
nishing and  using  as  a  military  highway  the  railroad  from 
Henderson,  Kentucky,  to  Naslivillc,  Tennessee;  and  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  HOOPER  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended^nd  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  tho> 
Commiwee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  I  desire  to  make  one  or 
two  adverse  reports  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  which  I  apprehend  will  meet  no  objec- 
tion. I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to 
yield  to  me  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  will  yield  on  condition  that 
they  give  rise  to  no  debate. 

CAPTURES  MADE  BY  ARMED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  back  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  269)  in  relation  to  the  captures 
made  by  armed  vessels  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  should 
not  pass. 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

JAMES  M.  WATSON, 

Mr.  GRISWOLD  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  made  an 
■adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  James  M.Wat- 
son, commander  in  the  United  States  Navy. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Ritchie's  compass. 
Mr.  GRISWOLD  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  made  an 


adverse  report  on  the  resolution  to  purchase  the 
right  of  using  and  matlufacturirig  Ritchie's  com- 
pass for  the  use  of  iron-clad  ships.        • 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  tabic. 
LIEUTENANT  JOHN  11.  RUSSELL. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  ask  the  same  privilege 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Certainly,  on  the  same  con- 
ditions. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported 
back  a  joint  resolution  tendering  the,  thanks  of 
Congress  to  Lieutenant  John  FI.  Russell  and  the 
men  of  the  steamer  Colorado,  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  it  do  not  pass. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
CAPTAIN  HENRY  WALKE. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported 
back  a  joint  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of 
Congress  to  Captain  Henry  Waike,  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  Before  the  question  is  taken 
on  laying  this  resolution  on  the  table,  I  hope  the 
report  will  be  read.  •!  am  certain  it  does  no  in- 
justice to  Captain  Walke. 

The  report,  which  was  read,  states  that  the  Naval 
Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  joint  reso- 
lution tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Caji- 
tain  Henry  Walke  for  his  efficient  services  ren- 
dered the  country  in  connection  with  the  opening 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river,  had  had 
•  the  resolution  under  consideration,  and  highly 
appreciate  the  bravery  and  conduct  of  Captain 
Walke  and  his  brave  associates  in  connection  with 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river,  yet  from 
feelings  of  delicacy  to  many  other  brave  and  he- 
roic men,  whom  it  would  be  impossible  to  name 
individually,  the  committee  were  constrained  to 
report  adversely  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  As  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  have  concluded  not  to  re- 
port back  the  resolution  favorably,  I  could  only 
be  contented  with  the  result  on  the  ground  that 
no  thanks  are  to  be  voted  for  any  officer  in  like 
rank  to  that  held  by  Captain  Walke,  of  whose 
services  I  have  known  much,  and  who  has  ren- 
dered brave  and  gallant  services  with  many  other 
officers  in  command  upon  the  western  watera.  If 
any  resolution  of  thanks  were  to  be  passed  to  any 
of  those  gentlemen  in  that  rdnk,  I  should  certainly 
be  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution  in  be- 
half of  Captain  Walk(^ 

Mr.  FINCK.  I  think  great  injustice  would  be 
done  to  this  gallant  officer  if  the  report  should  be 
concurred  in  by  the  House.  I  was  not  apprised 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  that  such  a  re- 
pout  would  be  made  this  morning,  or  I  should 
have  been  prepared  to  furnish  the  House  with  evi- 
dence which  would  satisfy  it  that  this  resolution 
should  be  adopted  without  a  single  dissenting 
voice.  No  more  gallant  officer  belongs  to  either 
the  military  or  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  than  Captain  Henry  Walke.  He  was  the 
first  officer  of  the  Navy  that  undertook  to  run  the 
batteries  o^  Island  No.  10,  and  he  accomplished 
it  to  the  satisfaction  not  only  of  his  superior  offi- 
cers, but  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  whole  country.  He  has 
participated  in  fourteen  engagements  in  the  pres- 
ent war,  and  has  been  under  fire,  perhaps,  as 
often  if  not  oftener  than  any  man  of  his  age  in 
that  arm  of  the  service,  and  it  seems  to  me  ex- 
ceedingly strange  that  an  officer  who  has  done  so 
much  during  this  struggle,  and  who  has  acted  so 
bravely,  should  receive  at  the  hands  of  the  Naval 
Committee  this  kind  of  gratitude.  We  have  beeH 
thanking  generals  in  the  Army  and  commanders 
in  the  Navy ,  and  I  think  it  would  be  unjust  to 
.  Captain  Walke  if  this  House  should  refuse  to  pass 
this  resolution  recognizing  his  brave  and  gallant 
services.  I  therefore  trust  that  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  cornmittee  will  not  be  concurred  in, 
but  that  the  resolution  of  thanks  may  receive  the 
unanimous  vote  of  this  House. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  must  object  to  any  further 
discussion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  yield  on  con- 
dition that  no  debate  should  aris^on  these  adverse 
reports. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.     I  suggest 
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that,  by  general  consent,  the  reiioit  be  reconi- 
iTiitlcd  to  lilt!  Coininiitecon  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MpOFdJEAD.  He  has  been  thanked  by 
the  Department  in  u  letter  from  the  Secretary,  and 
he  lias  been  promoted;  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee does  virtually  what  the  gentleman  wished 
us  to  do  formally.  We  do  not  think  we  can  do 
it  formally  wilhoiit  doing  injustice  to  others,  but 
this  thanks  hini  virtually,  and  1  think  the  gentle- 
man had  better  accept  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

JVIr.  HOOPER.     I  must  insist  on  my  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  have  to  ar- 
rest this  debate.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts yielded  only  on  condition  that  the  reports 
made  would  give  rise  to  nodebatc.  Thisbillcati 
be  recommitted,  or  it  will  come  up  to-morrow 
morning  as  the  unfinished  business,  but  the  pend- 
ing motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  BRANDEGEE.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  will  withdraw  the  report  and 
let  it  come  up  at  some  other  time. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  Well,  I  withdraw  the 
report. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  now  insist  on  my  motion 
to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Brande- 
GEE  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration, 
as  a  special  order,  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  333)  to 
provide  a  national  currency  secured  by  a  pledge  of 
United  States  stocks,  and  to  provide  for  the  cir- 
culation and  redemption  thereof. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  when  the  com- 
mittee rose  last  evening  the  twenty-second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  was  under  consideration. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  move  to  strike  out,  in  the 
fifth  and  sixth  lines,  the  words  "  under  The  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  so  that 
the  clause  will  read: 

III  order  to  I'uriiisli  suitalile  notes  for  circulation,  the 
Conii)trollcr  of  ttie  (Jurrcncy  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired til  cause  plates  to  be  engraved,  in  the  best  manner 
to  guard  againat  counterfi'illng  and  fraudulent  alterations. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  committee  will  remember 
that  in  the  first  section  of  this  bill  we  struck  out 
the  provision  that  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency 
shall  be  appointed  by.  the  President  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Sec7-eta7-y  of  the  Treasury.  We 
struck  out  the  phrase  "on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tfeasury,"  and  thereby 
we  agreed,  or  seemed  to  agree,  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  should  be  made  to  have  con- 
trol of  this  subject  through  his  agent,  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Currency.  To  be  congruous  and 
not  incongruous  in  our  action,  it  is  now  neces- 
sary in  this  section  to  strike  out  the  words  "  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury." The  principle  we  startecl  with  was  that 
theConiptrollerappointed  by  thePresidcntshould 
have  control  of  this  bureau,  if  I  may  so  call  it — 
this  ngcncy.  I  repeat,  thcrk,  that  in  order  to  be 
consistent  with  our  prior  action,  we  must  follow 
it  up  by  striking  out  these  words,  leaving  this  fur- 
nishing of  suitable  notes  for  circulation  altogether 
to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency. 

Permit  me  to  add  that  this  causing  of  plates 
and  (lies  to  be  engraved  and  the  printing  and  cir- 
culation of  notes  is  not  a  matter  which  should- 
hidong  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  one 
that  should  belong  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cur- 
rency. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  too 
much  to  do  already,  too  much  employment.  He 
cannot  give  sufficient  time  and  attention  to  the 
})rinting  and  circulation  of  these  notes,  and  there- 
lore  it  should  be  left  exclusively,  I  think,  to.  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Currency. 

Gentlemen  will  bear  in  mind  that  some  weeks 
ago  I  called  attention  to  the  mode  and  manner  of 
printing  in  this  Department  and  to  those  who 
were  there  employed  in  printii-^g  these  circulating 
notes.  1  hud  hoped  some  attention  would  have 
been  paid  to  thia  matter  to  which  I  called  the  es- 
pecial attention  of  the  House,  but  no  such  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  it.  The  printing  of  notes 
goes  on  aa  lieretofore;  and  if  some  great  mishap 
does  not  occur,  rjome  public  calamity,  some  great 
misfortune,  it  wilUjc  to  the  credit  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.     I  can  a.ssure  genllcmcn,  as  a  printer 


myself,  that  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that 
we  can  regulate  and  control  our  jirinting  offices 
so  as  to  prevent  the-  abstraction  of  newspapers 
worth  only  three  cents  apiece,  while  the  tempt- 
ation here  is  vast  beyond  all  calculation. 

Let,  then,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency, who 
has  not  the  issuing  of  bonds,  who  has. not  the 
regulation  of  the  tariff,  who  has  not  the  vast  in- 
terests of  the  country  under  his  control,  as  the 
Secretary  of  theTreasury  has,  have  the  direction 
of  this  matter.  It  should  be  left  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  some  other  person  than  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  that  person,  in  my  judgment, 
should  be  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  if  he  knows  of  any  wrong 
that  has  been  committed  in  this  Department,  and 
if  so,  what.' 

I  do  not  profess  to  understand  this  matter  at  all, 
but  1  have  become  thoroughly  tired  of  these  con- 
stant insinuations  that  there  is  something  very 
rotten  somewhere  in  the  management  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. If  the  gentleman  would  make  so.me 
definite  statement  which  could  be  met  or  acknowl- 
edged, I  would  be  obliged  to  him. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  pro- 
duced here  a  public  document,  on  record,  from 
which  I  showed  that  the  man  who  has  the  print- 
ing and  control  of  the  public  money  was  engaged 
in  a  most  fraudulent  transaction,  as  reported  by  a 
Republican  committee  of  this  House  at  a  previous 
session  of  Congress.  What  could  have  been  more 
definite  or  more  particular?  And  if  the  gentleman 
now  will  give  me  a  committee,  1  will  undertake 
an  examination,  with  associates,  that  will  estab- 
lish that  fact  and  much  further  facts.  I  make  the 
charge  and  1  ask  for  a  committee;  1  demand  a 
committee  to  investigate  this  whole  subject  of 
printing  the  public  money,  and  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  give  it  me,  he  will  be  answered  to 
liis  full  satisfftction. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  will  say,  Mr.  Speaker 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  inform  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  that  debate  on  the  pending 
amendment  is  exhausted. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Then  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  last  word.  I  will 
say  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  that  the  document 
to  which  he  refers 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  must  be  restricted  to  an 
argument  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  las.t  word. 
That  was  the  rule  of  the  Chair  yesterday  in  regard 
to  myself. 

Th»  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  not  able  to 
ascertain,  as  yet,  to  what  point  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  is  speaking. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  do  rise  to  have  the  last 
Word.     That  is  the  matter  I  am  discussing. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
gentlen^an  from  Ohio  making  a  speech.  I  only 
raised  the  point  of  order  because  the  Chair  ruled 
that  upon  me  yesterday. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  willJiold  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  to  the  same  rule  as  was 
imposed  yesterday  on  the  gentleman  {torn  In- 
diana. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  The  last  word  to  which  I 
refer  is  the  word  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Brooks]  has  just  uttered  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  I  answer  him 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  not  in  order  on 
what  the  gentleman  from  New  York  uttered,  but 
only  on  the  pending  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  wish  then  to  say  that,  in 
regard  to  striking  out  this  last  word,  it  can  only 
be  justly  stricken  out,  to  show  that  the  amend- 
ment which  the  gentleman  himself  proposed  to 
this  section  is  based  to  a  very  great  extent  on  the 
argument  wliich  the  gentleman  has  referred  to, 
namely 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  cannot  see  the 
relevancy  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.     I  withdraw  it. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  BnooKs  's  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  understand  that  the 
ninendmentof  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has 
yet  been  opposed.  If  not,  I  will  say  a  word  in 
ojiposition  to  it. 


The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  open  on  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  was  ruled  out  on  that 
point. 

Mr.  STEVENS-.'  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  If  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania will  allow  me,  1  wish  to  say  that  1  was 
yiled  down  in  an  attempt  to  speak  on  that  same 
point  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
IS  declared  to  be  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
proposed  an  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Not  until  after  I  was  ruled 
down.  I  rose  to  speakin  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  was 
told  by  the  Chair  that  it  was  out  of  order  to  say 
anything  further  on  that  question.  Then  loffcred 
an  amendment  and  was  ruled  out  again. 

The. CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understood 
that  after  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Brooks]  proposed  his  amendment  thegentlcman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  rose  and  submitted 
^some  remarks  in  the  nature  of  a  question,  and 
finally  proposed  an  amendment  of  his  own  to  the 
amendment.  The  point  of  order  being  raised, 
the  Chair  held  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
should  confine  his  remarks  strictly  to  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  which  was  on  striking 
out  the  last  word. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  The  Chair  distinctly  an- 
nounced that  debate  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentlemen  from  New  York  was  exhausted. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  think  the  Chair  is  mis- 
taken."   I  made  the  point  of  order  myself. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegentlcman  from  Penn- 
sylvania claims  the  floor  and  is  entitled  to  it. 

^r.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  involves  the 
supposition  that  the  Comptrollership  of  the  Cur- 
rency IS  a  separate  Department,  for  his  object  is 
to  take  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  all  con- 
trol of  it.  Now,  the  whole  bill  goes  upon  the  sup- 
position that  the  Comptrollership  is  a  part  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  The  very  first  section  of 
the  bill  which  we  have  already  passed,  says: 

The  chief  officer  of  the  said  bureau  shall  be  denominated 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  and  shall  be  under  the 
general  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  The  committee  has  struck  that 
out. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  BROOKS.     1  appeal  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  We  only  struck  out  that 
part  of  the  section  that  interferes  with  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  officer,  requiring  him  to  be.  ap- 
pointed on  the  nomination  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
' Treasury. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Does  the  gentleman  -refer  to 
the  ninth  and  tenth  lines? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  refer  to  the  first  section, 
from  the  seventh  to  the  tenth  lines: 

The  chief  officer  of  the  said  bureau  shall  bo  denominated 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  and  shall  be  under  the 
general  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Am  I  not  correct  in  .saying  that 
in  the  eleventh  line  we  struck  out  the  words  "on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury?" 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Yes,  sir;  but  before  that  it  is 
provided  that  this  bureau  shatl  be  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Wo 
struck  out  only  that  which  seemed  to  dictate  to 
the  President  how  he  should  make  his  appoint- 
ments. Unless  you  mean  to  make  this  a  separate 
Department  you  ought  not  to  adopt  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  But  I 
see  no  occasion  for  taking  it  away  from  the  di- 
rection of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  be- 
lieve there  has  been  no  honest  or  intelligent  man 
in  this  House  who  has  charged  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  with  corruption  or  short-comings. 
It  seems  to  mc  since  the  days  of  Alexander  Elam- 
ilton  noablerand  no  purer  man  has  filled  that  office 
than  the  jiresent  incumbent.  1  have  done,  espe- 
cially as  I  sec  that  my  time  is  out.    [Laughter.] 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"one  dollar,  two  dollar.s,  three  dollars,  five  dol- 
lars, ten  dollars,  twenty  tlollar.s."  This  bill  pro- 
poses an  addition  to  our  currency ,  or  rather  it  con- 
templates the  addition  of  $300,000,000.  The 
question  for  ud  to  decide  is  whether  ihataddi- 
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tioiinl  sum  shall  be  furnished  by  the  General  Gov- 
•eniment  in  the  shape  of  greeiib^icks — -'what  wc 
call  United  States  notes — orsiiall  be  furnished  by 
the  bankers  of  the  country,  througliThe  nation.al 
banks  that  are  contemplated  by  this  bill.  Of 
course,  if  the  General  GovernmenT  furnishes  the 
greenbacks  for  this  currency  it  gets  all  the  bene- 
fit of  so  furnishing  the  currency.  It  saves  the  in- 
terest. It  gets  any  resulting  benefit  from  the  lo"ss 
of  notes.  If  the  banks  furnish  these  notes  the 
banks  get  these  benefits.  They  get  the  interest, 
and  they  get  what,  gain  there  is  by  the  loss  of 
notes.  Now,  sir,  so  tlir  as  I  am  acquainted  with 
the  sentiment  of  the  country,  everybody  is  well 
satisfied  with  the  currency  of  the  Government. 
In  all  quarters  of  the  country  they  take  these 
greenbacks  with  avidity.  Where  is  the  necessity 
of  authorizing  the  bank-s  to  issue  this  $300,000,- 
000.'  Still,  if  this  amendment  be  adopted,  there 
is  room  for  exercising  bank  functions. 

The  last  section  of  the  bill  brings  within  the 
scope  of  this  law  the  Bank  of  Commerce  of  New 
York  city.  That  bank',  as  it  is  well  known,  is 
a  bank  of  deposit  and  discount.  It  is  not  a  bank 
of  circulation.  This  amendment  places  these  na- 
tional banks  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  Bank 
of  Commerce.  It  makes  all  the  banks  authorized 
by  this  law  simply  banks  of  depositand  discount. 
Where  is  the  necessity  of  making  them  banks  of 
issue?  My  amendment  contemplates  that  the 
larger  bills,  which  may  be  useful  by  way  of  o-x- 
change  so  as  to  save  interest,  may  be  issued  by 
the  banks,  and  that  the  smaller  bills  which  enter 
into  circulation  from  hand  to  hand  shall  be  pro- 
cured directly  from  the  United  States  Government, 
instead  of  being  filtered  through  these  banks. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
is  sincere  in  his  proposition,  he  will  not  object  to 
an  amendment  that  I  will  make  to  his  amendment. 
1  move  to  add,  as  follows: 

It  sliall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person,  association,  or  cor- 
poration, to  issue  any  note,  cliccit,  or  other  evidence  of 
indebtedness  designed  or  calculated  to  circulate  as  money. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  liave  no  objection  to  that  amend- 
ment, and  accept  it  as  a  modification  of  my  own. 
It  is  a  question  whether  Congress  has  that  power 
as  an  original  question.  I  should  have  no  doubt 
that  Congress  has  that  power,  but  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hooper]  isnwarethat 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  de- 
cided that  the  issues  of  the  State  banks  are  en- 
tirely proper  and  constitutional.  Thjit  was  in 
the  case  of  the  Kentucky  banks.  Consequently 
when  the  gentleman  offers  the  amendment,  it 
would  result  very  well  if  it  could  be  carried  out; 
but  he  is  running  in  conflict  with  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  We 
attempted  last  Congress  to  obviate  that  difficulty 
by  taxing  these  notes  out  of  existence.  We  laid 
a  tax  the  last  days  of  the  session  upon  the  issues 
of  Slate  banks,  upon  the  ground  that  we  had  that 
authority,  if  we  could  not  prohibit  their  circula- 
tion. I  voted  for  that  provision,  and  tiie  House 
concurred  in  it,  and  we  taxed  out  of  existence  the 
cirtJulation  of  State  banks  which  were  sound;  and 
now  we  are  engaged  in  the  process  of  procuring 
the  is.iues  of  other  banks  to  take  their  places, 
and  which  will  be  no  better  than  they. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
Bgreed  to. 

The  amendment  \^a8  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  am  going  to  make  one  more 
effort  to  amend  this  section  in  line  twenty-four. 
i  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "  Comptroller  of  the  Curren- 
cy;" so  that  the  clause  shall  read: 

And  tlie  said  notes  sliall  bear  such  devices  and  such  otlier 
statements,  and  shall  be  in  such  (arm,  as  tlie  (Jomptiollcr 
of  the  Currency  sliall,  by  regulation,  direct. 

1  should  not  insist  in  urging  this  subject  on  the 
consideration  of  the  committee,  but  that  1  feel  it 
to  be  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the 
va.st  money  power  of  this  countjy  should  be  di- 
vided up  U.S  much  as  possible  in  its  conti-oJ.  The 
centralization  of  these  immense  loans,  of  this  im- 
mense debt,  of  this  vast  control  of  the  public 
money,  in  the  hands  of  one  man  almost  without 
responsibility,  in  a  centralization  and  consolida- 
tion of  power  frightful  to  contemplate  and  fright- 
ful in  its  consequences.  1  therefore,  in  good  faitti, 
ntyxke  this  persistent  effort  to  divide,  if  possible, 
the  responsibility  in  the  management  of  this 
hiailer.  f 


I  took  occasion  upon  this  floor  some  days  since 
to  say  that  [  served  in  Congress  some  yeafs  ago 
with  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  I'reusary, 
and  that  I  believed  him  to  be  an  iionest  man,  in- 
dorsing what  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
says.  But  at  the  same  time  I  took  occasion  to 
say  that  in  my  whole  experience  in  public  life  I 
never  knew  a  man  to  be  surrounded  and* envel- 
oped by  so  many  unprincipled  men  as  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and,  as  a  specific 
feature,  I  called  attention  to  the  particular  fact  of 
the  d  istri  bu  tio  n  of  the  f  500,000,000  loan .  Be  fore  we 
enacted  a  lawgiving  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
power  to  issue  $510,000,000  of  public  debt,  he,  by 
the  record,  had  issued  over  five  hundred  and  ten  mil- 
lions, upon  which  he  had  paid  $444,000  into  some- 
body's  pocket.  And  it  is  my  beliefatthis  day  and 
this  hour,  that  this  money  is  used  by  the  opponents 
of  Mr.  Lincoln  for  the  establishment  of  anti-Lin- 
coln Republican  papers  in  the  city  of  New  York 
and  elsewhere.  I  liave  nothitig  to  do  with  the  mode 
and  manner  in  which  they  make  use  of  the  public 
money,  but  I  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
denunciation  of  that  system  by  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  permitted  $450,000  to  be 
taken  froiti  the  public  money  upon  this  loan,  and 
to  be  deposited  and  given  to  favorites,  without 
any  right  of  control  over  it. 

Hence  I  persist  in  this  effort  to  dissever  as  much 
as  pos/iible  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  the 
control  of  this  loan,  and  to  give  the  PresiderU 
some  share  of  that  control.  The  power  is  vast; 
and  the  day  is  coming  when  the  Republican  party, 
as  their  electioneering  campaign  progresses,  will 
do  me  the  justice  of  admitting  I  have  a  foresight 
in  this  whole  matter;  and  if  they  are  wise  they 
will  listen  to  me. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  This  is  but  a  repetition  of 
the  same  motion  the  gentleman  made  before;  and 
I  hope  it  will  not  prevail.  I  am  glad  the  gentle- 
man concedes  there  is  one  honest  man  in  the 
Treasury  Department  in  tliis  Administration.  I 
wish  he  could  say  as  much  of  the  last.  I  do  riot 
just  now  recollect  the  individual  he  could  point 
to,  nor  do  1  know  who  the  gentleman  means  by 
the  dishonest  men  who  surround  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  These  vague  denunciations  are 
easily  made;  they  are  the  weapons  of  party.  They 
are  generally  the  weapons  of  the  sinall  men  of 
the  party;  the  lightartillery  used  by  mere  skirm- 
ishers; they  are  notgenerally  used  by  the  whole 
body  of  the  party,  as  is  the  case  with  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York.  lam  sorry,  therefore,  that 
he  allows  this  to  be  used  by  others  to. whom  it 
would  do  no  discredit. 

But,  sir,  as  to  the  fact  now  alleged  by  the  gen- 
tleman, that  this  $450,000  is  put  into  the  pockets 
of  somebody,  does  he  suppose  that  there  was  to 
be  no  expense  in  printing  and  talcing  in  the  sub- 
scriptions for  the  $500,000,000  loan — a  loan  which 
ran  a  year  before  $18,000,000  of  it  was  taken,  and 
which  was  not  taken  until  these  agents  were«m- 
ployed.'  What  gentlemen  he  refers  to  as  using 
this  money  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  anti- 
Lincoln  papers  I  do  not  know.  I  can  hardly  be- 
lieve timt  any  of  these  money  opei'ators  would  be 
so  generous  and  disinterested.  I  have  not  been 
accustomed  so  to  consider  them.  If  it  were  not 
forthe  high  authority  of  thegentleman  from  New 
York  I  would  not  believe  a  word  of  it  now.  But, 
sir,  I  do  no.t  know  that  there  is  any  anti-Lincoln 
paper  or  anti-Lincoln  club  now  being  established. 
I  supfiose  the  gentleman  does  not  mean  the  Mc- 
Clellan  clubs.'  He  can  hardly  refer  to  them.  Nor 
does  he  refer  to  any  clubsestablished  by  his  party. 

Mr.  BROOKS.     I  said  Republican. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  His  party  consists  only  of 
himself  and  one  member  claiming  a  seat,  I  be- 
lieve, from  Missouri,  [laughter,]  and  I  presume 
they  are  not  to  be  supposed  to  be  engaged  in  it. 

Now,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  anybody  op- 
posing Mr.  Lincoln.  The  other  side  of  the  House 
liave  taken  to  praising  him,  and  they  are  merely 
trotting  out  General  IVlcClellan  forthe  purpose  of 
giving  a  stronger  race  and  exercising  tlie  present 
incumbent,  who  is  in  thefield,  1  suppose.  [Laugh- 
ter.] They  are  not  in  earnest  in  a'ttempting  to 
run  him,  ns  they  know  he  cannot  raise  a.  trot. 
[Laughter.]  He  neverdid  when  aforward  move- 
ment was  in  question.     [Renewed  laughter.]       •, 

Jjiit,  sir,  wliiM-e  is  this  anti-Lincoln  opposition 
in  the  Republican  party.'  Not  in  this  House.  I 
have  not  heard  of  it.  There  is  perfect  unanimity 
licre,  80  far  as  the  Republican  party  is  concerned. 


If  there  is  any  such  movement  among  smnlnnen 
in  the  country  known  to  the  geniienian  fpom  New 
York,  it  is  not  very  alarming  to  the  frientls  of  the 
Administration;  and  I  do  not  think  it  will  pro- 
duce from  the  Executive  anything  more  than  a 
pertinent  joke.  [Laughter.]  I  have  no  idea, 
therefore,  that  anything  but  some  wild  vision  is 
haunting  the  imagination  of  the  gentleman. 

I  hope  this  amendment  will  not  be  agreed  to, 
and  that  my  friend  from  New  York  will  not  per- 
severe in  his  efforts  to  destroy  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,"  and  to  insert  "  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania is  pleased  to  say,  in  reply  to  some  remarks 
that  I  made,  that  1  make  only  vague  charges. 
Why,  sir,  it  is  an  arithmetical,  numerical  charge 
that  I  make  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
or  his  surrounders.  The  charge  I  made  against 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is,  first,  that  on 
the  1st  ofMarch,  prior  to  ihepassnge  of  i tie  law  by 
Congress,  he  had  issued  $510,000,000  of  five- 
twenties  without  any  law  whuttjoever  and  in  de- 
fiance of  all  law.  The  second  charge  I  maUe  is 
that  tlie'{5remium  upon  those  bonds  was  108,  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  thereby  gave 
to  somebody  $450,000  of  the  public  money.  This 
is  no  vague  charge,  but  a  specific,  numerical, 
arithmetical,  algebraic  charge,  which  cannot  be 
denied  successfully,  ifdenitd  at  all. 

Sir,  it  is  true  that  1  belong  to  no  party.  I  would 
not  wear  the  collar  which  some  gentlemen  wear 
in  this  Hou^e  if  it  were  a  collar  of  gold.  I  would 
not  belong  to  the  mechanism  of  a  party  which  is 
obliged  to  vote  according  to  the  (Jirection  of  the 
gentleman,  or  of  any  other  man,  if  the  mechanism 
itself  were  of  gold.  I  do  not  belong  to  any  such 
party  mechanism  or  combination  as  that,  but  my 
whole  object  in  this  House  is  to  try  to  do  right, 
independent  of  all  parties,  and  to  the  best  of  my 
ability.  . 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question.' 

Mr.  BROOKS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  understand  the  gentleman 
to  reproach  this  party  for  voti.t^  according  to 
what  some  vnembers'  principles^nre.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  if  his  party  do  not  vote  unanimously 
as  he  votes.' 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Always, and  not  unfrequently 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  breaking  the  chains  of  some 
upon  tlie  other  side  of  the  House,  and  see  some 
of  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  ctist  their 
votes  with  me.  Sir,  1  would  tiot  be  a  party  dog 
nor  wear  a  party  collar  in  time  of  war.  it  is  my 
proud  honor  and  the  honor  of  my  constituency 
that  they  elected  me  and  sent  me  here  to  support 
the  Administration  in  what  is  right  and  contlemn 
it  in  what  is  wrotig.  That  is  the  record  on  which 
I  have  tried  to  stand  and  on  which  I  mean  to 
stand;  and  it  is  because  I  stand  on  that  record 
that  I  distrust  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who, 
through  the  influences  surrounding  him,  has  given 
away  $450,000  of  the  public  money. 

Sir,  1  did  notconie  here  to  malieaPresident;  either 
to  make  GeneralMcGlellan  or  any  other  man  Pres- 
ident. I  can  tell  you  all,  upon  all  sides  of  the 
House,  that  however  you  arrange  your  meciinn- 
ism  aitd  your  combinations,  unless  you  restore 
this  Union  by  frugality  and  economy  and  by  suc- 
cess in  arms,  your  mechanism  will  all  b(!  broken, 
as  it  has  been  brciken  before,  by  the  people  out^ 
side  and  independent  of  all  party  combinations. 

Sir,  1  hope  the  amendment  will  prc^vaij.  I  re- 
peat, public  money  is  beiiii;  a|ipropriatt'd  within 
the  bosom  of  the  Republican  parly  to  produce 
troubles  and  severances  and  collisions  in  that 
party.  But  all  that  is  nothins:  to  me.  1  stand 
only  as  a  guardian  of  the  public  Treasury,  and  it 
is  lor  that  alone  that  I  speak  when  I  adiliTs:!  tl)e 
House,  and  for  which  1  ask  and  beg  the  House 
not  to  trust  million^  and  thousands  of  millions 
solely  to  the  custody  of  the-Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Brooks's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  twenty- 
fourth  section  by  striking  out  tlie  words  "and 
in  case  such  notes  shall  bo  delivered  to  the  Comp'' 
troller  by  an  ofliccr  or  agent  of  such  associalionj 
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in  person,  tlinn  in  the  presence,  also,  of  such  offi- 
cer or  agent." 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  t6. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  tlic  same 
section  by  striking  out  the  words  "given  to  such 
officer  or  agent,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words, "  forwarded  to  theassocialion  whose  notes 
are  thus  canceled." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  section,  as  amended  by  the  two  foregoing 
amendments,  reads  as  follows: 

Sec.  24.  .Snd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  It  shall  be  tlin 
duty  of  tlie  Coinptrojlct  of  the  Currency  to  receive  worn- 
out  or  niutiliUcd  circulating  uotos  issued  hy  iiiiy  such  bank- 
ing association,  and  to  deliver  in  place  thereof  to  such  as- 
sociation other  blank  circulating  notes  to  an  equal  amount. 
And  such  worn-out  or  mutilated  notes,  after  a  nienioran- 
dnni  shall  have  been  entered  in  the  proper  books,  in  ac- 
cordance with  such  regulations  as  may  be  eslablished  by 
the  Comptroller,  as  well  as  all  circulating  notes  which  shall 
have  been  paid  or  surrendered  to  be  canceled,  shall  be 
burned  to  ashes  in  presence  of  three  persons,  one  to  bo  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  of  I  he  Treasury,  one  by  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Currency,  .111(1  one  hy  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  prescribe.  And  a  certificate  of  such 
burning,  sJgued  by  the  parties  so  appointed,  shall  be  made 
in  the  books  of  the  Comptroller,  and  a  duplicate  thereof 
forwarded  to  the  association  whose  notes  are  thus  can- 
celed. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  amend  the- same  sec- 
lion  by  inserting  the  words  "also  on  due  proof 
of  the  loss  or  destruction  of  ony  such  circulating 
notes."  I  caM  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  hav- 
ing this  bill  in  charge  to  this  amendment  as  be- 
ing a  very  proper  one,  and  one  which  may  be  ne- 
cessary. I  think  it  will  commend  itself  to  the 
judgment  oftiie  committee.  There  may  be  cases 
in  which  these  bills  are  destroyed,  and  ought  to 
be  replaced.  Thci-e  is  no  authority  in  the  bill, as 
it  stands,  to  replace  them.  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  this  point  from  the  fact  that  in  a  re- 
cent fire  in  my  own  town  a  large  amount  of  in- 
ternal revenue  stamps  was  destroyed,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  provision  in  the  law  for  replacing 
them.  The  law  allows  commissioners  to  replace 
stamps  that  are  inutilated  or  defaced,  but  not  to- 
replace  those  thatare  destroyed,  entirely.  I  submit 
that  there  may  be  cases  where  notes  are  entirely 
destroyed  by  fire,  or  lost  on  board  shipwrecked 
vessels,  or  in  other  ways;  and  I  hold  that  on  due 
proof  of  the  fact  the  Comptroller  ouglit  to  have 
authority  to  replace  them.  1  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  be  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  twenty- 
sixth  section  by  strikingout  the  words  "  ninety 
per  cent,  of  the  current  market  value  of;"  so 
that  the  provision  will  read: 

Provided,  That  the  remaining  bonds  which  shall  have  been 
transferred  by  the  banking  association  ofiVring  to  surrender 
such  circulating  notes  shall  be  equal  to  the  amount  of  ajl 
the  circulating  notes  lei.iined  by  such  banking  association. 

Tl^e  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  same  sec- 
tion by  adding  after  the  word  "reduced"  the 
words,  "  below  the  amount  of  the  circulation  is- 
sued for'the  same;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  if,  at  any  time  after  said  bonds  shall  be  deposited 
with  tlie  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  the 
market  or  cash  value  shall  be  reduced  below  the  amount  of 
the  circulation  issued  for  the  same,  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Currency  is  hereby  authorized  to  demand  and  receive  the 
atnount  of  such  depreciation  in  other  United  Stales  bonds 
at  cash  value,  or  in  money,  from  the  association  receiving 
said  bills,  to  be  deposited  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  as  long  as  such  depreciation  cuulinues. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  twenty- 
iiixth  section  by  striking  out  the  last  two  pio- 
visos,  as  follows: 

^ud])rei-idcd,TUM  said  retinn  of  bonds  shall  not  dimin- 
ish the  amount  of  bonds  in  the  hands  of  the  'J'reasurer  be- 
low Uie  airiount  to  be  kept  on  deposit  with  him  by  this  act : 
^nd  jiTovidcdfurthcr,  That  there  shall  have  been  no  failure 
by  such  association  to  redeem  its  circulating  notes,  and 
thai  there  shall  have  been  no  other  violation  by  such  asso- 
ciation of  any  of  the  iirovi.sions  of  this  act  for  the  security 
of  tlie  creditors  of  such  association  ;  nor  shall  the  Tn-Mi- 
nrer  be  required  to  surrender  sucli  bonds  in  fractional  kuiiis 
of  less  than  ©1,000. 

The  amendment  wag  agreed  to. 

Mr. PRICE.  I  movetoamcnd  the  twenty-sixth 
BCclion  by  striking  out  the  word  "may, "and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "shall;"  so  that 
it  will  read: 

But  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  Khali  give  to  any 
•uch  banking  nHsnriution  powers  of  attorney  to  rcceivi!  and 
anpronriatfi  to  Its  own  u»e  the  Interest  on  the  bonds  which 
•Iwll  I'avc  been  so  transferred  to  the  Treasurer  by  itt 


The  reason  of  the  amendment  is  obvious.  So 
long  as  banks  are  not  in  default,  the  Comptroller 
is  bound  to  hand  to  them  their  interest  as  it  be- 
comes due.  That  should  not  be  optional  with 
him. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment. 

The-amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  .  I  move  to  amend 
the  twenty-seventh  section  by  inserting,  after  the 
word  "imprisoned,"  the  words,  "not  less  than 
one  and;"  so  thai»itwill  read: 

And  any  officer  who  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and 
on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  byline  not  exceed- 
ing double  the  amount  so  counteriigned  and  delivered,  and 
imprisoned  not  less  than  one  and  not  exceeding  fifteen 
years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  in  which  he  shall  be 
tried. 

It  is  usual,  in  fixing  imprisonmentas  a  punish- 
ment for  crime,  to  insert  both  the  minimum  and 
the  maximum  terms.  Here  we  place  it  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court  to  irnprison  a  man  for  fifteen 
years  for  a  violation  of  the  statute,  or  to  reduce 
the  imprisonment  to  asingle  day.  If  there  be  any- 
thing in  the  crime  that  is  worthy  of  public  notice 
and  that  should  be  punished  at  all,  I  say  that  the 
punishment  should  exceed  oneday,orone  month, 
and  that  there  should,  be  a  minimum  inserted  in 
the  section. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  amend  his  amendment  by  inserting  the 
word  "or"  instead  of  "and,"  before  the  word 
"  imprisoned,"  I  will  not  object  to  it. 

Ml-.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  accept  the  mod- 
ification of  my  amendment. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  add  the  following 
to  the  twenty-eighth  section: 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  association  having  ac- 
quired real  estate  not  necessary  for  its  immediate  accommo- 
dation in  the  transaction  of  its  business  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  oficred  for  sale  at  public  auction  at  the  door  of  tlje 
banking  house  of  such  association  within  six  months  after 
acljuiring  the  title  to  the  same  (if  not  previously  sold)  after 
giving  notice  of  such  sale;  and  such  association  shall  sell 
the  same  at  such  public  auction  if  any  person  will  bid 
therefor  such  sum  of  money  as  would  be  required  in  the 
sale  thereof  if  sold  on  execution  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  the  State  iu  which  such  association  shall  be  organ- 
ized. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  say  in  behalf  of  that 
amendmentthat  its  only  objectis  to  preventthese 
associations  from  becoming  extensive  holders  of 
real  estate.  They  may  acquire  it  in  two  or  three 
modes:  by  conveyance  to  them  in  payment  of 
debts,  by  purchasing  lands  sold  under  executions 
in  their  favor,  and  so  on.  There  is  no  proposi- 
tion in  this  bill  requiring  them  to  dispose  of  these 
lands,  and  they  will  become  extensive  landhold- 
ers, and  it  is  not  the  object  of  the  Goverament  to 
enable  them  to  own  extensive  tracts  of  land.  As 
I  have  said,  thel^e  is  no  provision  requiring  them 
to  dispose  of  these  lands  not  necessary  for  bank- 
ing^-pui-poses,  and  my  amendment  is  to  supply 
that  want. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  that  that  would  be  a 
vicious  and  injudicious  amendment  to  the  bill. 
Suppose  an  institution  is  obliged  to  purchase  real 
estate  which  they  do  not  require,  they  will  dis- 
pose of  it  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  country 
will  enable  them  to  do  so  to  advantage.  If  there 
be  such  a  depression  as  there  was  in  1837  and 
1857,  and  it  should  continue  for  two  or  three  years, 
this  provision  would  compel  the  banks  to  sell  the 
land  which  they  mighthold  instead  of  letting  them 
hold  it  to  a  future  time  when  it  inay  be  disposed 
of  to  advantage. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  This  amendment  expressly 
provides  that  the  lands  shall  only  be  sold  when 
It  may  be  done  at  the  rate  of  appraisement  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  where  it  may  be  located. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  During  the  crash  some  years 
ago  the  lands  held  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  were  taken  for  debts  due  by  men  who  be- 
came by  the  change  of  times  very  poor.  The 
hinds  were  held  by  the  l^ank,  and  it  allowed  a 
given  time  within  which  they  could  be  redeemed 
liy  the  payment  of  the  debts  for  which  they  were 
held.  The  Itinds  so  raised  in  value  that  gentle- 
men at  Pittsburg  and  other  places  who  were  bank- 
rupt at  the  time,  by  the  sale  of  the  lands  were 
not  only  able  to  pay  their  debts  to  the  bank,  but 
to  become  wealthy.  They  are  now  among  the 
most  wealthy  men  in  that  region  of  the  country. 
I  do  not  wish  to  lake  these  privileges  from  the 
bujiksibul  thill  thcy'may  allow  such  lime  for  the 


redemption  of  these   lands  as  they  may  think 
proper     '  • 

There  were,  onadivision — ayes  14,  noes  G2;  no 
quorum  voting. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  it  is  understood  that  I 
shall  have  th^  opportunity  to  oflTer  my  amend- 
ment in  the  House,  I  will  now  withdraw  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ordered  tellers, and  appoint- 
ed Messrs.  Myers  and  Holman. 

The  tellers  reported — ayes  20,  noes  50;  no  quc- 
rum  voting. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  withdra.w  my  amendment. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  28.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatit  shall  be  law- 
ful for  any  such  association  to  purchase,  hold,  and  convey 
real  estate  as  follows:  1.  Such  as  shall  be  necessary  for  its 
immediate  accommodation  in  the  transaction  of  its  busi- 
ness. 2.  Such  as  shall  be  mortgaged  to  it  in  good  faith  by 
way  of  security  for  loans  made  by  such  association,  or  for 
moneys  due  thereto.  3.  Such  as  shall  be  conveyed  to  it  in 
satisfaction  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the  course  of 
itsdealings.  4.  Suchrftit  shallpurchaseatsalesunderjudg- 
ments,  decrees,  or  mortgages  held  by  such  association,  or 
shall  purchase  to  secure  di;bts  due  to  said  association.  Such 
association  shall  not  purchase  or  hold  real  estate  in  any 
other  case  or  forany  other  purpose  than  as  specified  in  this 
section. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  move  to  insert 
after  the  word  "  association,"  in  the  third  clause, 
the  words  "in  the  usual  course  of  its  banking 
business. "  I  ofiTer  this  amendment  because  I  dis- 
cover under  the  provisions  of  this  section  these 
banks  may  accumulate  very  large  amounts  of 
money  and  loan  it  originally  on  bond  and  mort- 
gage. We  know  in  a  debt  this  bond  represents 
the  debt,  and  the  mortgage  the  security.  1  simply 
want  to  prevent  these  banks  from  going  into  busi- 
ness of  loaning  money  out  of  the  legal  course  of 
banking. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  I  move  to  amend  section  thir- 
ty, in  line  four,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  of 
seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "  established  by  law  in  the 
State  where  the  association  is  located." 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  move  to  amend,  by  way 
of  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine,  by  striking  out  "  seven,"  and 
inserting  "six." 

Mr.  BLAINE.  The  gentleman  has  not  tho 
floor  to  offer  that  amendment  now.  The  clause, 
as  I  propose  to  amend  it,  will  read: 

That  every  association  may  take,  receive,  reserve,  and 
charge  on  any  loan  or  discount  made,  or  upon  any  note, 
bill  of  exchange,  or  other  evidence  of  debt,  interest  at  the 
rate  established  by  law  in  the  State  where  the  association 
is  located. 

The  object  I  aim  to  accomplish  will  be  reached 
entirely  by  the  amendment  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana.  My  object  is  simply  to 
prevent  an  increase  of  the  rate  of  interest  in  local- 
ities I  am  acquainted  with.  We  have  in  New 
England  at  least  one  advantage,  and  that  is  an 
accumulation  of  capital.  It  stimulates  enterprise, 
and  gives  great  advantage  to  men  entering  into 
business  enterprises.  Now,  to  add  one  sixth  part 
to  the  burden  of  interest  imposed  upon  every  man 
who  wants  to  enter  into  any  manufacturing  or 
business  operation,  is  what  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  ought  not  to  do.  If  the  committee 
will  insert  six  per  cent.,  I  will  go  for  it  with  all 
my  heart.  I  moved  my  amendment  because  I 
thought  it  the  most  practical  form  in  which  I 
could  present  it.  * 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     My  amendment  is  more  ap- 
propriate  to  the  text  of  the  bill.     I  will  submit  it       -Mm 
as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  in  the  nature       S 
of  a  substitute.  It  is  to  strikeout  the  word  "  sev-  ^ 
en"  and  insert  "six." 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California.  I  am  in  favor  of  ihe 
atnendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Blaine,]  but  upon  entirely  differenlgVounds,  how- 
ever, than  those  specified  by  him.  The  proposi- 
tion I  would  have  made  was  to  strikeout  the  en- 
lire  section.  That  would  leave  the  rate  of  interest 
on  the  money  which  is  issued  by  these  banking 
establishments  ynder  the  control  of  the  Stales  re- 
spectively. That,  in  my  judgment,  should  be 
done. 

Ilia  well  known  to  all  gentlemen  here  that  in- 
terest varies  in  difierent  localities.  It  is  higher 
in  new  countries  than  in  old  countries;  and  it  is 
higher  in  America  than  in  Europe;  it  is  higher  in 
the  western  States  than  in  the  Atlantic  States;  and 
it  is  higher  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains  than  yn 
this  side.  This  is  owing  undoubtedly  to  the  fact 
that  persona  seeking  a  ne#  country  go  without 
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capital,  and  in  pursuit  of  fortunes.  Those  who 
Jiave  money  generally  remain  at  home,  as  is  the 
case  with  naosl  of  the  constituents  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine,  [Mr.  Blaine,]  I  suppose. 

In  California  the  interest  is  by  law,  where  no 
rate  is  expressed  in  the  contract,  ten  per  cent,  per 
annum.  ■  But  the  rate  is  left  altogether  to  be  gov- 
erned by  the  contract  between  the  borrower  and 
the  lender.  The  usual  rate  of  interest  there  is 
two  per  cent,  per  month;  and  men  are  very  fre- 
quently glad  to  get  money  at  that  rate,  and  are 
sometimes  unable  to  do  it.  It  is  frequently  an 
advantage  for  persons  to  pay  that  and  even  a 
higher  rate  of  interest.  The  persons  who  pro- 
pose to  borrow  money  are  probably  as  compe- 
tent to  judge  of  the  advantage  it  will  be  to  them 
as  the  community  in  general. 

There  is  no  reason  forany  law  upon  usury  any 
more  than  there  is  for  a  sumptuary  law,  no  more 
reason  than  there  is  for  a  law  regulating  the  price 
of  board  or  wheat,  or  the  wages  of  labor. 

If  this  provision  is  adopted,  it  will  interfere 
with  the  laws  of  the  several  States  upon  the  same 
subject,  because  they  vary  materially.  In  New 
England  the  rate  of  interest  is  six  per  cent.;  but 
it  is  not  so  in  the  western  Slates.  In  Iowa  it  is 
different;  in  Michigan  I  presume  it  is  different; 
and  there  is  no  reason  for  creating  this  discord 
by  establishing  a  rate  of  interest  for  States  differ- 
ent from  what  prevails  there  by  their  own  laws. 
Therefore  I  am  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion, thereby  leaving  the  matter  entirely  under 
the  control  of  the  several  States.  That  is  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  He 
proposes  to  leave  it  to  the  local  legislation  of  the 
Bcveral  States  entirely. 

Mr.  BLAINE.     Entirely. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California'.  There  is  no  neces- 
sity for  an  interference  by  Congress;  there  is  no 
call  for  such  interference,  and  no  reason  for  it.  I 
have  not  heard  any  reason  advanced  yet  why 
Congress  should  interfere  with  this  matter  of  in- 
terest, when  it  is  palpable  that  interest  varies  in 
the  several  sections  of  the  Union,  arising  from  a 
necessity  which  has  been  recognized  by  the  legis- 
lation in  each. 

,  Mr.4)RIGGS.  In  Michigan  the  legal  interest 
IS  seven  percent.;  but  by  contract  between  the 
parties  it  maybe  increased  to  ten  percent.  Now, 
sir,  the  proposition  of  my  friend  upon  the»  right 
[Mr.  Blaine]  leaves  the  matter  to  be  regulated 
by  the  law*  of  the  different  States.  That  will 
cover  the  whole  ground,  and  I  certainly  hope  it 
will  prevail. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment,  in  the  nature 
of  a  substitute,  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Blaine's  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  off^r  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment: 

Strike  out  in  line  four  the  words  "  interest  at  the  rate  of 
^cven  per  cent,  per  annum,"  and  insert,  "such  rate  of  in- 
terest or  discount  as  Is  for  the  time  the  establislicd  rate  of 
Interest  for  delay  In  the  payment  of  money  under  contract 
lietween  the  parties  by  tlie  laws  of  the  several  States  in 
which  the  associations  are  respectively  located,  and  no 
more." 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  submit  that  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa  is  precisely  the  same  as  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine;  it  is  a 
mere  change  of  phraseology. 

Mr.  BLAINE.     Oh,  no. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  a  matter  for  the 
committee  to  decide  in  voting  upon  it.  The  Chair 
cannot  exclude  it  on  that  ground. 

Mr.  PRICE.  My  purpose  in  offering  this 
amendment  is  to  accomplish  the  same  object 
Boiight  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  with  an" ad- 
ditional object.  The  rate  of  interest  in  some  of 
the  States  is  fixed  definitely.  In  othersit  isfixed 
at  a  definite  point  with  contract  and  at  another 
without  a  contract.  My  amendment  covers  the 
whole  ground,  it  allows  the  rate  of  interest  to 
be  as  it  is  established  in  all  the  States,  whether 
the  established  rate  be  fixed  with  or  without  con- 
tract, thereby  accomplishing  everything  sought 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  and  leaving  the 
rate  of  interest  to  be  regulated  by  the  different 
States  in  which  the  banks  are  located. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  I  do  not  think  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  is  one  that  ought 
to  be  adopted  by  the  House.  If  I  understand  it, 
the  effect  of  it  would  be  to  give  to  the  banks  in 
the  western  Stutcs,  for  example,  a  certain  advan- 


tage in  getting  high  interest  which  they  do  not 
now  have,  but  which  individuals  loaning  money 
outside  of  the  banks  do  liave. 

Now,  while  I  am  opposed  to  Congress  inter- 
fering at  all  with  the  rate  of  interest,  I  would  be 
opposed  especially  to  its  interfering  so  as  to  raise 
the  rate  of  interest;  and  if  the  gentleman's  amend- 
ment is  adopted,  the  effect  will  be  that  every  bank 
in  the  Northwest  will  have  just  the  same  facilities 
for  shaving  at  high  rates  that  individuals  outside 
the  banks  now  have.  1  do  not  think  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  ought  to  do  that  thing,  and 
hence  I  am  opposed  to  theamCTidment . 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  disa- 
greed to. 

The  question  again  recurred  on  Mr.  Blaine's 
amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
last  word.  I  believe  we  had  better  leave  the  bill 
as  it  is.  This  bill  professes  to  establish  a  uniform 
system  of  banking  throughout  the  United  Stales. 
That  is  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  bill.  I 
think  it  ought  to  be  uniform  in  the  matter  of  in- 
lei'est  as  well  as  in  everything  else.  But  if  you 
adopt  this  amendment,  then,  instead  of  fixing  an 
interest  which  the  dealers  at  these  banks  may 
take,  you  allow  the  States  to  fix  it,  and  thus  you 
break  in  upon  the  whole  system  and  take  the 
management  away  from  Congress  and  vest  it  in 
the  Stales.  Now,  I  think  the  rate  of  seven  per 
cent,  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  for  the  reason  that 
several  of  the  Slates  now  take  seven  per  cent., 
although  some  of  them,  my  own  State  for  instance, 
take  six, and  some  higher. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  understand  the  object  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Blaine.]  If  you 
allow  the  banks  in  New  York,  Massachusetts, 
or  Pennsylvania,  under  this  system,  to  take  seven 
per  cent.,  and  yet  by  the  law  of  his  Stale  the 
banks  there  can  only  take  six  per  cent.,  what 
will  be  the  consequence?  It  will  be  to  drive  cap- 
ital from  the  State  of  Maine,  where  only  six  per 
cent,  can  be  taken,  into  those  States  where  ^. 
larger  percentage  can  be  taken. 

Now,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  the  op- 
portunities for  invesimenleverywhere,and  espe- 
cially in  Pennsylvania,  that  I  am  in  favor  of  this 
provision  of  the  bill.  The  Slates  can  still  have 
banks  taking  six  per  cent,  if  they  please,  and  if 
individuals  choose  to  borrow  at  six  percent,  they 
can  go  to  the  Slate  banks;  they  need  not  come  to 
these  banks.  There  are  banks  in  the  West  where, 
I  am  told,  eight  or  ten  percent,  is  taken.  If  indi- 
viduals there  wish  to  give  eight  or  ten  per  cent, 
instead  of  seven,  let  them  go  to  those  banks.  I 
do  not  see  why  gentlemen  from  that  part  of  the 
country  should  desire  to  interfere  with  those  who 
can  borrow  at  seven  per  cent. 

Mr.  PRICE.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania allow  me  to  say  a  word  ? 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  PRICE.  The  reason  why  I  made  the.nrop- 
osition  was  that  1  have  letters  in  my  pocket  from 
persons  in  my  State  who  want  to  establish  na- 
tional banks,  but  who  want  that  regulation. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  that  those  who  have 
the  advantages  of  these  national  banks  will  have 
advantages  enough  with  interest  at  the  rale  of 
seven  per  cent.  If  individuals  in  places  where 
there  .are  banks  that  charge  eight  or  ten  per  cent, 
interest  think  proper  to  deal  with  them,  this  bill 
does  not  prohibit  them  doing  so.  It  is  a  taste 
which  I  do  not  understand.  Nobody  will  deal  at 
those  shops  unless  they  please.  Bullet  Congress 
fix  a  uniformity  of  interest  in  these  national  banks, 
and  not  have  thirty  or  forty  different  rates  of  in- 
terest in  different  parts  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  merely  wish  to  suggest  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  my  colleague  is  accord- 
ing to  existing  law,  and  that  this  bill  is  an  inno- 
vation on  the  existing  law. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  withdraw  my  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Blaine's  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  GRINNELL  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Blaine  and 
Dawson  were  appointed. 

The  Flouse  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  52,  noes  41. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BEAM  AN.  I  move  to  amend  the  thirliclh 
section  by  striking  out  the  following: 
And  in  case  a  greater  rate  of  Interest  than  seven  per  cent. 


per  annum  has  been  paid,  the  person  or  persons  paying  the 
same,  or  their  legal  representatives,  may  recover  iiack,  in 
an  action  of  debt,  twice  the  amount  of  interest  thus  paid, 
from  the  association  taking  or  receiving  the  same:  Pro- 
viSed,  That  said  action  is  commenced  within  two  years 
from  the  time  the  usurious  transaction  occurrec^. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  pun- 
ishment proposed  in  the  first  pari  of  the  section 
is  sufliciently  stringent — the  forfeiture  of  the  en- 
tire interest  of  the  bill  or  note  before  its  payment. 
The  proper  time  to  make  a  defense  of  this  kind 
is  before  payment  of  the  money.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  only  effect  of  that  clause  in  the  section 
which  I  propose  to  strike  out  is  to  make  litiga- 
tion, while  it  will  be,  in  fact,  no  particular  protec- 
tion to  the  borrower. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  part 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out — to"  strike  out  seven 
per  cent,  and  insert  six  per  cent. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  After  the  vote  of  the  House 
amending  the  fourth  line  of  the  section,  it  is  quite 
evident  that  two  other  points  in  the  section  have 
to  be  amended  in  order  to  make  it  consistent.  One 
is  in  the  eighth  line,  where  it  says  that  "the 
knewingly  taking,  receiving,  reserving,  or  charg- 
ing a  rale  of  interest  greater  than  seven  per  cent, 
per  annum,  shall  be  held  aiwl  adjudged  a  forfeit- 
ure of  the  entire  interest  which  the  note,  bill,  or 
other  evidence  of  debt  carries  with  it,  or  which 
has  b^en  agreed  to  be  paid  thereon."  I  want  to 
amend  that  by  inserting  the  words  "greater  than 
that  established  by  law."  The  other  is  in  the 
twelfth  line,  where  it  says  that  in  case  "a  greater 
rate  of  interest  than  seven  per  cent,  per  annum 
has  been  paid."  I  want  to  amend  that  by  making 
it  read  "greater  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest." 
I  presume  that  that  meets  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  No,  sir.  I  adhere  to  my 
own  proposition. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  The  adoption  of  that  would 
make  the  bill  provide,  first,  that  the  States  should 
establish  the  rates  of  interest,  and  then  that  any 
bank  that  should  charge  more  than  six  per  cent, 
should  be  prosecuted. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  a  pro- 
viso on  the  present  power — that  if  they  do  charge 
higher  than  six  per  cent,  it  can  be  recovered  back. 

Mr.KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  am  opposed 
to  the  amendment  of  ^he  amendment,  and  to  the 
amendment  itself.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a 
uniform  rate  of  interest  throughout  the  whole 
United  States.  1  am  aware  of  the  plea  that  is 
made  use  of  in  some  portions  of  the  western 
States,  that  we  must  permit  high  rates  of  inter- 
est in  order  to  draw  capital  into  the  country.  1 
am  of  the  opinion,  from  some  experience  of  the 
matter,  that  it  would  be  better  never  to  have  a 
dollar  brought  from  the  East  into  the  western 
States  than  to  have  it  lent  there  at  a  higher  rate 
than  ten  per  cent.  1  have  seen  so  much  of  the 
ruinous  effects  of  lending  money  at  ten,  twelve, 
fifteen,  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  that  I  want  to 
see  no  more  of  them.  I  would  be  in  favorof  im- 
posing severer  penalties  on  those  who  sliall  violate 
the  section  of  this  law  tfiat  prohibits  the  taking  of 
more  than  seven  per  cent,  interest.  If  we  cannot 
procure  money  to  do  business  with  at  seven  per 
cent,  per  annum,  let  us  do  without  it,  and  let  the 
business  remain  undone.  Let  the  wolves  and 
bears  dwell  in  the  country  till  money  can  be  ob- 
tained at  rates  at  which  men  can  afford  to  do  busi- 
ness. The  amendment  is  offered  by  eastern  mem- 
bers who  object  to  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than 
six  per  cent.,  because  the  banks  in  that  section  do 
not  receive  a  higher  rate  of  interest. 

I  am,  for  one,  opposed  to  this  amendment  for 
another  reason.  They  talk  about  making  the  rate 
of  interest  subject  to  the  laws  where  these  banks 
are  established.  I  am  tired  of  hearing  this  talk 
about  States,  State  corporations.  State' powers, 
and  all  that;  and  I  pray  to  God  that  we  may  have 
a  United  States  by  and  by;  that  we  may  have  n 
nation;  that  we  may  have  a  power  somewhere  to 
determine  what  kind  of  currency  we  may  use,  and 
what  shall  be  the  rate  of  interest.  We  are  trying 
to  do  that  now.  Should  any  Slate,  then,  have  the 
power  to  come  in  and  say  that  we  shall  not  have 
a  uniform  rate  of  interest?  New  Jersey  will  not 
allow  any  traveler  to  cross  her  borders  without 
paying  her  the  tax  that  she  may  impose. 

One  of  the  States  may  fix  the  rate  of  interest  at 
ten,  twenty,  or  even  thirty  per  cent.  It  will  be 
taken  by  sanguine  men  who  are  dealing  in  city 
lots;  men  who  are  engaged  in  speculations,  uad 
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are  willing  to  pay  any  ii)lerest,  tliinking  thatthey 
•will  never  lose  uriiil  the  day  of  ruin  comes.  They 
expect  to  escape  in  one  way  or  another;  and  when 
the  day  of  ruin  conies,  they  take  their  friends 
down  w^th  ihem. 

I  liope  that  we  will  not  agree  to  a  higher  rate  of 
interest  than  seven  percent.  IfNewEngland  wants 
it  reduced  to  six  per  cent.  I  am  willing  to  reduce 
it,  but  I  want  the  rate  uniform  all  over  the  United 
States.  Under  all  circumstances  let  us  have  a 
national  currency.  Let  us  know  what  we  have 
to  pay,  and  let  the  men  who  undertake  to  loan 
money  understand  that  they  will  encounter  these 
penalties  when  they  attempt  to  impose  upon  the 
credulity  of  any  [lerson  whatever.  Six  or  seven 
per  cent,  is  enough  anywhere.  I  would  be  in- 
clined to  go  for  six  percent,  for  the  whole  Union. 
The  committee  seem  to  be  of  the  opinion  that 
seven  per  cent,  is  right,  and  I  agree  to  that.  I 
hope  tliis  amendment  and  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  will  not  prevail. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to;  there  being,  on  a  division — ayes  47,  noes  46. 
.  Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise,  so  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
may  consider  whether  they  will  further  press  this 
bill,  as  the  amendment  adopted  takes  away  its 
whole  virtue. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  » 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Brandegee  reported  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tlie 
Union  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  Union 
generally  ugder  consideration,  and  particularly 
House  bill  No.  333,  to  provide  a  national  cur- 
rency secur3d  by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks, 
and  to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption 
thereof,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 
ENROLLED  BILL. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
truly  enrolled  an  act  (S.  No.  108)  relating  to  act- 
ing assistant  paymasters  in  the  Navy,  and  regu- 
lating the  appointment  of  cadets  in  the  Naval 
Academy;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the  same. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  At  the  suggestion  of  several 
gentlemen,  1  move,  for  the  purpose  of  debate 
only,  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Coromittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Bout- 
well  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  President's  annual  message. 
LIBERATION  AND  RESTORATION  OP  THE  SOUTU. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  hour  has 
come  in  which  Congress  must  deal  with  the  great 
crime  of  the  nineteentli  century.  The  leading 
conspirators  must  be  punished  by  punishments 
commensurate  with  their  terrible  deeds.  Every 
loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States  will  expect  this 
of  those  to  whom  they  have,  at  this  time,  confided 
the  destinies  of  the  nation.  They  will  demand 
that  this  great  crime  be  so  dealt  with  that  the 
Government  shall  obtain  "  indemnity  for  the  past 
and  security  for  the  future."  As  one  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  loyal  people  of  Ohio  I  demanded 
at  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion,  and  I  demand 
now,  that  it  shall  be  so  dealt  with  that  a  like  crime 
from  the  same  cause  shall  in  the  future  be  impos- 
sible. 

The  proper  disposition  by  Cofigress  of  the 
causes  which  produced  the  rebellion,  and  all  ques- 
tions intimately  connected  with  it,  have  given  me, 
as  they  doubtless  have  given  every  loyal  man, 
great  anxiety. 

The  question  before  us  is,  how  shall  the  States 
whose  governments  have  been  usurped  or  over- 
thrown be  reestablished  and  their  loyal  citizens 
be  reinvested  with  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities  of  citizens  of  free  States  in  the  Amer- 
ican Union .' 

This  is  indeed  a  question  of  transcendent  im- 
portance, one  with  which  the  mere  politician  has 
as  little  fitness  lis  disposition  to  grafiplc.  To  meet 
and  properly  dispose  of  it  demands  the  highest 
ordiT  of  sinlcsmanship.  The  untried  problem  of 
reestablishing  loyal  State  governments  over  vast 
districts  of  country,  so  long  in  rebellion,  involves 
the  gravest  responsibility,  and  presents  questions 
of  constilulionul  power  whicJi  have  Jiever  before 


been  discussed,  as  they  must  now  be  discussed, 
by  the  national  Congress.  I  am  free  to  confess 
that  from  the  first  my  anxiety  has  been  not  so 
much  how  to  conquer  the  rebels  as  how  to  secure 
an  honorable  and  enduring  peace  after  they  were 
conquered.  This  is  a  question  which,  until  its 
final  settlement,  will  demand  the  serious  consider- 
ation of  the  ablest  statesmen  in  the  nation. 

It  may  be  an  unwelcome  question  to  many  gen- 
tlemen in  this  House.  I  doubt  not  that  it  is.  I 
have  reason  to  know  that  it  was  an  unwelcome 
question  to  many  in  the  last  Congress,  but  whether 
welcome  or  unwetcome,  it  cannot  now  be  disposed 
of  or  excluded  from  these  Halls  as  it  was  two 
years  ago  by  parliamentary  strategy  and  con- 
gressional dodging. 

•  The  logic  of  events  is  forcing  the  nation  on- 
ward with  such  rapidity  that  we  cannot,  if  we 
would,  evade  this  question,  and  many  gentlemen 
are  now  prepared  to  act  who  were  opposed  to 
all  action  two  years  ago.  Thanks  to  our  heroic 
Army,  the  rebellion  is  now  so  far  suppressed  that 
the  question  of  reconstruction  is  forced  upon  and 
demands  our  immediate  consideration.  All  can 
now  see  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been  delayed 
so  long,  and  I  am  sure  all  will  agree  that  it  can- 
not longer  be  neglected  without  great  injustice  to 
the  loyal  people  of  the  rebellious  districts. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  practical  men 
saw  and  urged  the  importance  and  necessity  of 
an  act  of  Congress  to  provide  temporary  govern- 
ments of  some  kind  for  the  districts  of  country 
in  rebellion;  to  authorize  the  loyal  citizens  resid- 
ing therein,  as  soon  as  the  rebellion  was  suffi- 
ciently suppressed,  to  reorganize  State  govern- 
ments, where  they  had  been  usurped  or  over- 
thrown, and  to  guaranty  to  them  State  govern- 
ments,-republican  in  form,  as  prescribed  by  the 
national  Constitution.  The  bill  from  the  select 
committee,  now  before  the  House,  recognizes  fully 
and  clearly  the  authority  of  Congress  to-pass  all 
laws  which  are  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into 
practical  effect  that  constitutional  guarantee.  Th« 
authority  to  legislateon  thissubjectonce  admitted, 
whether  under  the  war  powers  or  peace  powers  of 
Congress,  the  only  questions  which  can  possibly 
divide  the  unconditional  Union  men  in  Congress, 
or  throughout  the  country,  will  be  as  to  matters 
of  detail.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  committee 
have  sought  to  avoid  the  adoption  of  any  especial 
theory  in  the  bill  which  ^hey  have  presented. 
Whether  the  rebel  usurpation  has  destroyed  the 
constitutional  governments  of  the  seceded  States, 
or  whether  those  State  governments  are  simply 
suspended  or  in  abeyance  by  reason  of  the  abdi- 
cation of  their  ofliicefs,  or  whether  by  the  acts  of 
treason  and  rebellion  on  the  part  of  their  citizens 
and  constituted  authorities,  the  States  thus  in  re- 
bellion have  committed  State  suicide,  the  com- 
mittee have  thought  best  to  leave  to  the  determ- 
ination of  each  member  for  himself.  Hence,  no 
report  is  submitted  with  this  bill.  For  the  same 
reason,  no  report  accompanied  the-bill  submitted 
by  me  on  this  subject  two  years  ago,  with  the 
approval  of  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories. The  sovereignty  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  power  of  Congress  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  legislate  for  the  districts  of  country  in  re- 
bellion, are  fully  recognized  by  this  bill.  All  that 
1  have  ever  contended  for  touching  the  question 
of  congressional  power  is  here  admitted. 

Determining  from  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion 
that  slavery  should  die,  I^  have  sought  only  for 
such  congressional  action  as  would  restore  the 
rebel  States  to  the  Union  with  freedom  as  their 
fundamental  law.  For  this  purposel  then  insist- 
ed and  now  insist  that  until  such  timeas  the  loyal 
citizens,  in  each  of  the  rebellious  States,  are  nu- 
merous enough  to  maintain  a  State  government, 
and  shall  adoptaconstitution  prohibiting  slavery 
forever,  they  ought  to  be  treated  and  governed  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  within  the 
national  jurisdiction,  on  national  territory,  with- 
out Statu  governments.  With  me  this  has  been 
from  the  first  the  all-important  point.  Practical- 
ly, this  idea  pervades  the  entire  bill  before  us.  1 
care  not  whether  the  power  to  govern  the  districts 
of  country  declared  by  the  Prcisident's  proclama- 
tion to  be  in  rebellion,  after  they  shall  have  been 
subjugated,  is  derived  from  the  war  powers  or  the 
peace  [lowers  of  Congress.  I  believe  either  to  be 
constitutional  and  sufficient.  I  believe  we  may 
establish  cither  temporary  military  governments 
or  temporary  civil  governmenla.    Corlainly  Con- 


gress may,  as  the  representative  of  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  nation,  pass  such  laws  as  if)  its  opin- 
ion may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  the  loyal  people  in  those  States  whose 
governments  have  been  destroyed  by  traitors.  To 
this  end  Congress  may,  by  authority  of  the  na- 
tional Constitution,  prescribe  such  conditions  for 
the  restoration  of  the  States  whose  governments 
have  been  usurped  or  overthrown,  as  will  best 
secure  the  peace  and  stability  of  the  nation  and 
guaranty  to  such  States  republican  governments. 
Believing  thatthis  can  be  done  in  no  way  sq  safely 
and  eo  well  as  by  organizing  and  recognizing  new 
State  governments,  as  provided  for  by  this  bill, 
I  am  in  favor  of  its  passage. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  attempting  a  solution  of  the 
difficulties  which  environ  us  on  this  question  of 
reconstruction  I  have  sought  only  for  the  adoption 
of  fuch  measures  as  would  secure  the  safe  and 
speedy  restoration  to  the  Union  of  all  States  in 
rebellion,  on  a  basis  that  would  command  the 
approval  of  the  ablest  statesmen  of  the  country. 
I  have  had  and  now  have  no  theory  that  I  will 
not  yield  to  accomplish  this  most  desirable  result. 
I  believe  it  to  be  the  imperative  duty  of  Congress 
to  lay  deep  the  foundation  of  our  proposed  action 
on  this  subject.  I  believe  it  to  be  our  duty  to  de- 
clare in  the  most  solemn  manner  that  if  hereafter 
any  State  shall  renounce  its  allegiance  to  the  na- 
tional Constitution  and  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  ballot-box  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword, 
it  shall  be  subjugated  by  the  sword,  and  all  its 
prerogatives  as  a  State  be  forfeited  until  such 
time  as  Congress  provides  for  its  reorganization, 
or  until  its  loyal  "citizens  shall,  in  the  exercise  of 
their  inherent  rights  of  self-government,  call  a 
convention  and  adopt  a  new  State  constitution, 
republican  in  form,  in  conformity  with  and  sub- 
ject to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
be  recognized  or  readmitted,  by  Congress  to  ex- 
ercise their  proportionate  part  of  the  governing 
power  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  can  give  my  support  to  this  bill 
and  defend  it  only  on  the  assumption  that  there 
are  no  constitutional  State  governments  in  the 
rebel  States.  Are  there  any  such  State  govern- 
ments.' I  hold  that  there  are  not.  I  hoW  that  a 
State  may  forfeit  its  right  as  part  of  the  supreme 
governing  jiower  of  the  Republic.  1  think  this 
prop*)sition  cannot  be  sucrcessfully  controverted. 
A  majority  of  the  electors  of  any  State  in  this 
Union  may,  unquestionably,  alter  Oftabolish  their 
written  constitution  and  refuse  to  establish  an- 
other in  its  stead.  If  they  may,  as  all  concede, 
do  this,  then  the  abolition  of  a  State  constitution, 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  organic  or  stat- 
ute law  of  the  State,  and  the  adoption  of  a  new 
constitution,  renouncing  their  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  would  terminate  their  right  under 
the  Constitution  to  exercise  any  part  of  the  gov- 
erning power  of  the  nation.  If,  then,  a  Slate  of 
this  Union  may,  by  the  action  of  its  citizens,  for- 
feit its  rights  under  the  Constitution  to  exercise 
part  of  the  sovereign  power  of  the  nation,  or  in 
any  way  cease  to  maintain  such  a  State  govern- 
ment as  can  be  recognized  by  Congress  under  the 
Constitution,  the  assumption  tl\^t  "  a  Stale  once 
a  State  is  always  a  State"  is  a  fallacy  as  perni- 
cious as  it  is  false. 

I  trust  that  no  argument  is  needed  at  this  late 
day  to  refute  the  illogical  and  sophistical  rea- 
soning which  v^as  so  prevalent  in  this  Hall  and 
throughout  the  country  during  the  Congress  im- 
mediately preceding  the  rebellion.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  it  was  then,  and  is  now  to  some  ." 
extent,  maintained  that  if  any  one  or  more  States 
withdrew  from  the  Union  by  the  action  of  a  ma- 
jority of  its  qualified  electors,  "for  reasons,  the 
suflicicncy  of  which,  before  God  and  the  great 
tribunal  of  human  history,  they  alone  should  be 
the  judge,"  that  their  action  in  so  doing,  in  con- 
formity with  the  laws  of  their  own  State,  de- 
stroyed the  Government  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
left  each  State  free  to  act  for  itself  as  an  independ- 
ent nation. 

II  was  only  those  who  were  indoctrinated  with 
the  false  theory  that  the  United  States  were  a 
confederated  Government  and  not  a  nation,  or  who 
were  blinded  by  the  Calhoun  doctrine  of  Slate 
rights,  who  set  up  for  answer  to  this  shallow  as- 
sumption the  claim  '*  that  a  State  once  a  State  is 
always  a  State."  « 

Mr.  W.  J.  ALLEN.  Will  ihcgentleman  allow 
(i  loyal  State  to  cogio  in  with  slavery? 
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Mr.  ASHLEY.     Never. 

Mr.  W.  J.  ALLEN.  Does  my  friend  regard 
the  States  in  rebellion  as  out  of  the  Union.' 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  1  am  answering  that  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  W.J.  ALLEN.     Do  you  so  regard  them.? 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  Their  acts  are  good  against 
themselves. 

Mr.  W.  J.  ALLEN.  Do  you  think  they  had 
a  right  to  go  out  of  the  Union.' 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     I  do  not. 

Mr.  W.  J.  ALLEN.  Then  if  they  had  no 
right  to  go  out  of  the  Union,  they  are  in  the 
Union. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
before  I  get  through. 

Mr.  W.  J.  ALLEN.  I  wish  the  gentleman's 
answer  was  more  apropos. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  1  lay  itdownasaproposition, 
which  I  do  not  believe  can  be  controverted,  that 
the  constitutional  relations  of  a  State  to  the  .na- 
tional Governmejit  may  terminate,  and  the  State 
cease,  as  a  political  organization,  to  be  a  State 
invested  by  the  Constitiftion  witli  partof  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  nation,  in  one  of  the  following 
modes: 

1.  By  successful  revolution  and  the  establish- 
ment of  an  independent  government. 

2.  By  the  conquest  of  a  foreign  Power. 

3.  By  the  treaty-making  power,  whereby  one 
or  more  States,  or  any  part  of  a  State,  may  be 
ceded  to  a  foreign  nation.    • 

4.  By  acts  of  treason  and  rebellion  on  the  part 
of  the  constituted  authorities  of  a  State  sustained 
by  a  majority  of  its  citizens. 

5.  By  the  refusal  of  a  majority  of  the  electors 
in  a  State  to  perform  their  duties  as  citizens,  and 
by  prohibiting  the  minority  from  exercising  the 
functions  of  a  State  government  under  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Other  modes  might  be  named,  and  have  doubt- 
less suggested  themselves  to  gentlemen  who  have 
examined  the  subject.  These,  however,  will  suf- 
fice to  illustrate  the  views  I  desire  to  present. 

The  first  and  second  propositions  will  not  be 
disputed.  All  will  concede  that  by  successful 
revolution  or  by  conquest  States  may  cease  to  be 
members  of  the  Union. 

There  may  be  some  who  will  deny  that  by  the 
treaty-making  power  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  can  cede  one  or  more  States  or  any  part 
of  a  Slate  to  a  foreign  Power.  Those  who  claim 
that  "  a  State  once  a  State  is  always  a  State"  will 
doubtless  deny  any  proposition  at  war  with  this 
theory.  The  power,  however,  to  acquire  and  to 
cede  teri-itory  is  an  attribute  of  sovereignty  fully 
recognized  by  the  civilized  Governments  of  the 
world.  John  Gluincy  Adams  declared,  in  a  speech 
delivered  by  him  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
many  years  ago,  that  a  State  could  constitution- 
ally be  ceded  to  a  foreign  Power.  If  one  State 
may  be  ceded,  then  two  or  more  States  or  any 
part  of  a  State  may  be  ceded.  In  settling  the  dis- 
puted boundary  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Webster  negotiated  a  treaty 
ceding  to  Great  Britain  part  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
which  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ratified,  and 
it  became,  and  i-s  to-day,  the  law  of  the  land.  If 
that  treaty  had  ceded  all  the  territory  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  save  one  hundred 
acres,  would  the  families  occupying  the  remaining 
territory  have  the  right  to  assume  the  government 
of  the  State  and  put  the  machinery  of  a  State  gov- 
ernment in  operation,  elect  themselves  to  office, 
and  send  Senators  and  Representatives  to  Con- 
gress.' If  "a  State  once  a  State  is  always  a 
Slate,"  this  right  would  be  unquestionable,  and 
they  would  assuredly  be  clothed  with  that  power. 
It  is  said  if  there  be  but  ten  or  even  two  loyal  cit- 
izens in  any  State,  which  by  the  votes  of  a  ma- 
jority of  its  legal  electors  has,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  law,  abolished  its  State  government, 
established  a  new  and  hostile  government,  and 
made  war  against  the  United  States  to  maintain 
it,  that  the  two  or  ten  citizens  remaining  loyal,  or 
profussiflgioyalty,nre,by  virtue  thereof,  invested 
with  the  entire  power  of  the  State  government  as 
it  existed  before  the  rebellion;  that,  indeed,  the 
old  constitution  survives  the  action  of  the  ma- 
jority which  has  aljclished  it  and  adopted  a  new 
one,  and  that  the  two  or  ten  loyal  men  may,  under 
it,  elect  and  inaugurate  officers  from  their  own 
number,  and  thus,  while  iis.suming  that  the.  acts 
of  the  majority  are  null  luid  uoid,  hold  within 


themselves  and  perpetuate  the  existence  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  State. 

What  wonder  that  we  have  had  such  blunder- 
ing in  Virginia  and  Louisiana  on  this  question  of 
reconstruction,  when  wehaveloyal  men  claim- 
ing to  be  statesmen  in  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  misleading  themselves  and  the 
country  with  such  transcendental  propositions  as 
that  which  assumes  that  "  a  State  once  a  State 
is  always  a  State,"  and  that  ten  men  may  set  up 
and  maintain  a  State  government  in  a  State  which 
half  a  million  of  men  have  voted  to  abolish. 

But  I  desire,  more  particularly,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  fourth  proposition, 
that  the  constitutional  .relations  of  a  State  to  the 
national  Government  may  be  terminated,  by  the 
action  of  its  constituted  authorities,  sustained  by 
a  majority  of  its  citizens,  in  abolishing  their  Stale 
constitution,  establishing  a  new  one,  and  making 
war  upon  the  supreme  Government,  to  maintain 
the  new  government  thus  established.  I  claim 
that  a  State  which  is  guilty  of  such  action  di- 
vests itsey  of  all  rightful  authority  to  participate 
in  and  be  part  of  the  Government  which  it  is  seek- 
ing to  destroy,  justas  every  citizen  who  commits 
treason  forfeits  his  right  to  citizenship,  property, 
and  life.  The  territory  constituting  the  State  is. 
still  within  the  national  jurisdiction  and  consti- 
tutes part  of  the  national  territory,  its  citizens, 
though  in  rebellion,  are  still  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  under  the  Constitution  they  owe  a 
paramount  allegiance  to  the  national  Govern- 
ment; but  the  State,  having  been  converted  by 
the  treason  of  its  rulers  and  citizens  into  an  engine 
of  war  for  the  destruction  of  the  nation,  has  justly 
and  legally  forfeited  all  its  rights  as  an  organized 
political  community,  invested  with  part  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  nation. 

Whatever  part  of  national  sovereignty  was  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
vested  in  such  Slate  lapsed  by  virtue  of  its  trea- 
son and  rebellion,  or  the  treason  and  rebellion  of 
its  citizens,  and  "remains  in  the  supreme  Govern- 
ment. 

Gentlemen  have  asked,  with  an  air  of  apparent 
gra*ity,  "  when  did  these  States  cease  to  exist.' 
Was  it  on  the  passage  of  their  secession  ordi- 
nances.' If  not,  at  what  precise  period  of  time 
did  they  cease  to  be*  States  and  get  out  of  the 
Union?"  I  answer  that  the  territory  and  people 
constituting  the  State  have  not  and  cannot  "get 
out  of  the  Union,"  as  gentlemen  are  pleased  to 
term  it;  that  is,  they  cannot  withdraw  themselves 
and  the  territory  of  the  State  from  the  constitu- 
tional jurisdiction  of  the  national  Government 
except  by  successful  revolution;  but  when  a  ma- 
jority of  the  electors  of  any  State  in  compliance 
with  the  spirit  and  forms  of  their  organic  or 
statute  law  change  their  State  constitutions  and 
governments,  and  renounce  their  obedience  to  the 
national  Constitution,  their  State  governments 
cease  from  that  very  hour.  Gentlemen  must  re- 
member that  this  is  not  a  rebellion  on  the  part  of 
the  majority  or  indeed  any  part  of  the  people  of 
the  rebel  States  against  the  constituted  authori- 
ties and  former  recognized  governments  of  those 
States,  but  a  rebellion  on  the  part  of  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  and  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
those  States  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  If  it  were  a  rebellion  of  a  minority,  or 
even  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  those  States, 
against  their  old  State  government  and  constituted 
authorities,  as  w-ell  as  a  rebellion  against  the  na- 
tional Government,  the  old  State  governments 
would  remain  if  their  constitutions  had  not  been 
abolished  and  their  constituted  authorities  had  re- 
mained loyal;  but  their  State  governments  would 
be  in  abeyance  while  the  rebel  insurgents  held 
possession  of  the  State.  The  constitutions  and 
governments  of  all  the  rebel  States,  however, 
having  been  changed  or  abolished  in  the  manner 
prescribed  in  the  organic  or  statute  laws  of  said 
States  by  the  will  of  a  c6nstitutional  majority  of 
their  qualified  electors,  surely  no  lawyer  will 
claim  that  a  legal  State  constitution  and  govern- 
ment exists  in  any  of  those  States  such  as  can 
be  recognized  by  Congress  or  any  department  of 
the  national  Government.  When  such  a  change 
of  their  constitutions  and  governments  was  af- 
fected, their  constitutional  relations  to  the  national 
Government  ceased.  They  then  ceased  to  be 
States  of  this  Union  as  political  organizations,  in- 
vested by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  with  part  of  the  governing  power  of  the 


Republic,  but  tlie  territory  and  people  remain  as 
before,  legally  subject  to  the  laws  and  Coiistitii- 
tion  of  the  United  States. 

If  this  theory  be  not  the  true  one,  then  all  that 
the  conspirators  in  Congress  from  the  rebel  States 
needed  to  have  done,  and  all  they  need  do  in  case 
of  another  rebellion,  is  to  remain  in  the  Senate 
and  House,  and  insist  that  the  States  which  they 
represent,  though  waging  war  against  the  na- 
tional Government  to  destroy  it,  are  still  States, 
endowed  with  part  of  the  sovereign  power  of  the 
country,  and  that  as  Representatives  from  these 
States  they  have  the  constitutional  right  to  retain 
their  seats  aa'part  of  the  governing  power  of  the 
country. 

Sir,  if  the  conspirators  and  rebel  chiefs  could 
have  known  that  a  doctrine  so  fjital  as  this  to  our 
very  existence  as  a  nation  would  have  been  se- 
riously maintained  by  loyal  men  in  the  midst  of 
this  great  rebellion;  if  they  could  have  known 
that  men  claiming  to  be  statesmen  would  assert 
as  a  principle  that  "a  State  orice  a  State  is  always 
a  State,"  and  that  the  minority  of  its  citizens  had 
the  constitutional  right  to  send  full  delegations  of 
Senators  and  Representatives  to  Congress,  though 
a  majority,  with  the  constituted  authorities  ofthe 
State,  were  in  rebellion  against  the  national  Gov- 
ernment; if  they  could  have  been  made  to  believe 
that  the  Thirty-Seventh  Congress  would  have 
insisted  that  this  minority  in  any  of  the  rebel 
States,  without  an  organized  civil  government, 
recognized  by  Congress,  had  the  right  to  fill  these 
Halls  with  their  Representatives,  on  condition  of 
swearing  fealty  to  the  Government,  without  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  their  constituency,  so  that 
they  ranged  anywhere  from  ten  to  one  or  two 
hundred  professedly  loyal  voters  for  each  mem- 
ber of  Congress;  I  say,  if  the  conspirators  and 
rebel  chiefs  could  have  anticipated  all  this,  they 
would  doubtless  have  materially  changed  their 
programme,  and  every  vacant  chair  in  Congress 
would  have  been  filled  from  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion  to  this  hour  with  the  open  or  secret 
enemies  of  the  Government,  all  laboring  for  its 
destruction. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  know,  and  alas  !  we  all  know, 
too  well,  that  southern  statesmen,  for  the  past 
thirty  years,  have  had  good  reason  to  be  familiar 
With  the  stupidity  of  northern  Representatives  in 
Congress;  but,  sir,  I  venture  the  assertion  that 
no  southern  man,  in  the  maddesthour  of  his  pas- 
sionate contempt  for  the  North,  ever  conceived 
that  northern  men  would  be  guilty  of  the  stupid- 
ity of  claiming  to-day  that  South  Carolina,  or  any 
other  rebel  State,  has  a  State  government  in  ex- 
istence which  entitles  it  under  the  national  Con- 
stitution to  exercise  part  of  the  governing  power 
of  this  nation.  Gentlemen  may  insist  as  long  and 
pertinaciously  as  they  please  that  States  cannot 
dissolve  their  political  relation.?  to  the  national 
Government,  and  that  when  they  are  once  States 
they  are  always  States.  The  fact  that  States, 
with  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  their  citizens, 
have  abolished  their  State  constitutions, renounced 
their  allegiance  to  the  national  Constitution,  and 
made  war  upon  the  national  Government  to  de- 
stroy it,  is  as  notorious  as  the  fact  that  our  armies 
are  engaged  in  putting  down  the  rebellion.  I 
hold  that  no  act  of  rebellion  and  levying  war  on 
the  part  ofthe  constituted  authorities  of  a  State, 
and  no  ordinance  of  secession  passed  by  a  State 
Legislature  or.a  convention  in  any  State,  with 
the  approval  of  every  elector  in  it,  can  legally  or 
constitutionally  affect  the  rightful  jurisdiction  of 
the  national  Government  over  the  people  and 
territory  of  such  State,  but  such  ordinances  of 
secession  and  acts  of  rebellion  and  levying  war 
on  the  part  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  said 
State,  sustained  liy  a  majority  of  its  citizens,  de- 
stroys, as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  political  organiza- 
tion.known  and  recognized  as  a  State  by  the  na- 
tional Constitution,  and  no  State  thus  in  rebellion 
can  maintain  constitutional  relations  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  until  it  is  reorganized  by  the 
loyal  people,  subject  to  and  in  conformity  with 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Before  they  are  thus  reorganized, and  until  Con- 
gress recognizes  them  as  States  and  admits  their 
Senators  and  Representatives,  the  governing 
power  heretofore  lodged  in  them  as  political  or- 
ganizations, having  by  their  acts  of  treason  and 
rebellion  lapsed,  remains  in  the  people  of  the 
States  which  are  faithful  to  the  national  Consti- 
tution. 
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When  1  first  advanced  this  theory  in  1861,  and 
B^niii  by  the  bill  introduced  by  me  in  Mnrch, 
ltJ6:2,  profussedly  loyal  editors  were  not  wanting 
in  my  own  State  who  were  so  narrow-visionedas 
to  charge  me  with  indorsing  the  doctrine  of  se- 
cession. Indeed,  the  minority  of  my  own  com- 
mittee submitted  two  reports  to  this  House  at  the 
first  regular  session  of  tlie  last  Congress,  making 
eubstaiuially  the  same  charge.  It  might  be  both 
amusing  and  instructive  at  this  time  to  review 
those  reports  did  time  permit.  I  ask  gentle- 
men if  there  can  be  any  greater  contrast  between 
the  doctrine  of  secession  and  that  which  I  then 
claimed  and  now  claim  as  rightfully  belonging 
to  the  supreme  sovereign  power  of  tlie  nation.  1 
held  then,  and  hold  now,  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  Spates  has  the  constitutional  right 
to  maintain  its  authority  over  every  State  in  de- 
fiance of  State  secession  and  State  rebellion.  The 
object  of  the  bill  introduced  by  me  more  than  two 
years  ago  was  to  aid  in  enforcing  this  right.  That 
IS  the  object  of  the  bill  now  before  us.  Gentle- 
men who  can  discover  in  this  a  recognition  of  the 
right  of  secession  are  evidently  remarkable  logi- 
cians and  should  be  known  at  once  to  the  great 
masters,  in  order  that  their  names  may  be  em- 
balmed with  those  who  "  were  not  born  to  die." 

The  leading  ideas  embodied  in  the  bill  reported 
by  me  from  the  Committee  on  Territories,  in  the 
last  Congress,  and  at  which  many  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  professed  to  be  so  greatly  shocked, 
have  all  been  adopted,  as  they  know,  as  part  of 
the  policy  of  the  Government.  Even  the  libera- 
tion of  millions  of  slaves  by  proclamation  has 
been  accomplished,  and  m'any  of  these  liberated 
slaves  have  had  the  plantations  of  their  rebel  mas- 
ters given  to  them  for  homesteads,  in  accordance 
with  the  policy  indicated  in  that  bill,  and  yet, 
the  nation  "  still  lives." 

The*  national  Government  not  only  lives,  but 
it  is  powerful  enough  to  put  down  the  rebellion 
and  these  rebel  State  governments.  Having  done 
this,  it  will  doubtle.ss  find  constitutional  power  to 
prescribe  such  conditions  as  shall  keep  them  down 
and  maintain  its  supreme  authority  over  every 
citizen  and  every  foot  of  the  national  territory, 
until  such  time  as  the  loyal  citizens  of  each  State 
Ehall  reconstruct  new  State  governments,  with 
republican  constitutions,  and  they  shall  have  beef) 
recognized  by  Congress. 

1  might  fortify  my  position  still  further,  if  it 
Were  necessary,  by  showing  that  both  the  execu- 
tive and  legislative  branches  of  the  Government 
have  by  their  repeated  acts  recognized  the  fact 
that  the  old  constitutional  State  governments  were 
destroyed  or  had  been  abolished  in  all  the  so- 
called  seceded  States.  There  are  many  clever 
theories  on  this  subject;  one  is  that  these  State 
constitutions  and  governments  still  exist,  not- 
withstanding they  have  been  abolished  by  the 
action  of  their  citizens  and  the  new  State  govern- 
ments are  at  war  with  the  national  Government. 
This  legal  crotchet  possesses  the  minds  of  some 
gentlemen,  who  insist  that  the  old  constitutions 
and  governments  still  remain  because  the  action 
of  the  majority  is  illegal,  and  therefore  null  and 
void.  To  this  I  interpose  the  stern  fact  that  a 
majority  of  the  legal  electors  have  abolished  their 
State  governments,  and  that  there  are  no  Gov- 
ernors, judges,  or  legislators  recognized  by  the 
national  Constitution  in  those  States;  that,  there- 
fore, those  States,  as  political  organizations,  are 
dead.  Gentlemen  may  parade  before.us  the  ghosts 
of  these  dead  States,  and  call  them  living  and  pal- 
pable, but  they  ire  no  more  States  with  consti- 
tutions and  laws  which  can  be  recognized  by  Con- 
gress than  the  artificial  ghosts  which  are  used  to 
illustrate  the  drama  are  the  ghosts  of  departed 
saints  or  sinners.  The  State  organization,  with 
its  Governors,  judges,  and  legislators,  and  its 
written  constitution,  is  gone.  Philosophically 
speaking,  perhaps,  as  Mr.  Brownson  suggests  in 
the  January  number  of  his  (Quarterly,  there  must 
be,  with  every  people  suflicinntly  numerous  and 
intelligent  to  maintain  a  republican  Government, 
nn. unwritten  before  there  can  be  a  written  con- 
stitution, and  in  this  sense  a  constitution  may  be 
said  to  exist  in  every  State.  Ijutall  the  rebel 
States  have  written  constitutions.  They  may  not 
ifow  faithfully  reflect  the  unwritten  constitution 
of  the  people  in  the  rebel  Stales.  We  shall  see 
liow  that  is  when  they  come  to  act  under  the  firo- 
vinions  of'this  bill  in  reorganizing  tlicir  Stale  gov- 
ernments and  making  another  written  constitu- 


tion. If  the  action  of  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  rebel  Stales,  sustained  by  a  majority  of 
their  electors  in  abolishing  their  State  constitu- 
tions and  governments,  has  not  changed  the  legal 
relations  of  these  States  to  the  United  States,  then 
the  national  Government  has  no  legal  cause  of 
complaint  against  these  States.  The/act  is,  how- 
ever, despite  all  theories,  that  the  constitutional 
relations  of  these  States  to  the  national  Govern- 
ment are  changed,  and  there  is  not  a  day  passes 
in  which  this  stern  fact  is  not  in  some  way  ac- 
knowledged by  every  department  and  officer  of 
the  Government. 

I  need  not  elaborate  the  fifth  proposition.  It 
will  not  be  denied  that  the  majority  of  the  legal 
electors  of  a  State  may  refuse  to  maintain  a  State 
government,  that  they  may  refuse  to  send  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  to  Congress,  and  may 
prohibit  the  minority  from  exercising  the  func- 
tions of  a  State  government  by  abolishing  the 
State  constitution,  by  refusing  themselves  to  es- 
tablish, or  to  permit  others  to  establish,  another 
in  its  stead.  The  Government  of  t|je  United 
Stales  cannot  compel  the  people  of  a  State  against 
their  wishes  to  maintain  and  perform  the  func- 
tions of  a  State  government  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. They  cannot  compel  the  people  of  a  State 
to  send  Senators  and  Representatives  to  the  na- 
tional Congress;  and  the  only  alternative  left  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  Stales,  when  State 
constitutions  are  abolished,  or  the  people  refuse 
to  maintain  State  governments  subject  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  is  for  Con- 
gress, representing  the  supreme  sovereignty  of 
the  nation,  to  provide  by  law  for  tlie  protection  of 
the  lives  and  property  of  its  citizens,  and  for  gov- 
erning the  territory  formerly  within  the  local  juris- 
diction of  the  State  until  such  time  as  a  constitu- 
tional State  government  can  be  formed  and  recog- 
nized by  Congress.  And  here,  sir,  I  dismiss  this 
part  of  my  subject. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  claim  that  this  bill  is  per- 
fect. Under  the  circumstances;  however,  I  be- 
lieve it  is  the  best  we  can  get.  I  do  not  think  it 
safe  beyond  question  to  authorize  the  organiza- 
tion of  Stale  governments  when  only  one  tenth  of 
the  electors  are  loyal  to  the  United  Stales.  I  ad- 
mit that  this  provision  was  in  the  bill  introduced 
by  mc  in  the  early  part  of  t+ie  present  session.  I 
incorporated  it  in  the  bill  to  make  it  harmonize 
with  the  President's  suggestion,  and  not  because 
it  had  the  sanction  of  my  own  judgment.  As  a 
member  of  the  committee  charged  with  the  sub- 
ject of  providing  for  the  reorganization  of  consti- 
tutional State  governments  by  the  loyal  citizens 
in  the  rebel  Slates,  I  have  sought  to  secure  the  best 
bill  I  possibly  could.  It  is  not  all  I  could  desire, 
and  1  do  not  intend  to  offer  any  amendments  to 
it,  but  if  an  amendment  is  ofl^ered  increasing  the 
number  of  loyal  electors  required  to  organize  a 
Stale  government,  I  shall  feel  obliged  to  vole  for 
it.  I  believe  the  democratic  idea  the  belter  one, 
that  the  majorily  and  not  the  minority  ought  to 
be  invested  with  the  organization  and  government 
of  a  State.-  Certainly  it  is  safer  to  intrust  aState 
government  to  the  maintenance  of  a  majority  thtxn 
to  one  lentil  claiming  to  be  loyal  while  nine  tenths 
are  openly  disloyal. 

In  answer  to  many  objections  which  have  been 
urged  by  distinguished  gentlemen  who  have  writ- 
ten me  on  the  subject  of  the  ten  per  cent,  basis, 
I  will  say  that  the  loyal  one  tenlhare  to  represent 
all  the  inhabitants,  loyal  and  disloyal,  in  the  State; 
that  representation  in  Congress  is  not  based  upon 
tiie  number  of  electors  or  loyal  citizens  in  any 
State,  but  upon  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants. 
Formerly  in  the  South, //j)-ee_/(/i/iJ  of  all  the  slaves 
were  included  in  their  enumeration.  Since  the 
emancipalion  of  the  slaves,  the  three  fifths  rep- 
resentation clause  in  the  Constitution  is  practi- 
cally abolished,  and  each  emancipated  slave  will 
hereafter  be  enumerated  as  an  inhabitant.  Sothat 
there  is  no  injustice  to  the  Norlh  in  allowing  the 
old  representation  in  Congress  from  the  rebel 
States.  That  part  of  the  population  known  as  the 
two  fifths  free  and  slave,  not  counted  in  the  enu- 
meration, will  now  be  added,  and  two  fifths  of 
lour  millions  will  probably  exceed  the  number  of 
wliitcs  killed  or  driven  from  the  southern  States. 
If  wi:  .should  undertoke  to  apportion  Represent- 
atives in  ConRiess  from  the  several  States  upon 
the  number  of  loyal  electors,  wc  should  find,  I 
fear,  a  number  of  districts  in  the  North  quite  ns 
disloyal  as  many  in  tlie  South. 


I  believe  that  the  safety  of  the  Government 
and  justice  to  loyal  men  demand  that  we  should 
put  the  entire  authority  of  reconstructing  nev/ 
State  governments  in  the  rebel  States  into  the 
hands  of  loyal  men  and  none  others.  If  it  is 
deemed  safe  to  intrust  ten  per  cent,  of  the  number 
of  electors  in  each  Slate  in  1860  with  this  power 
and  responsibility,  so  be  it.  If  we  invest  them 
with  this  power,  they  must  represent  at  the  ballot- 
box,  and  in  all  the  offices,  State  and  national,  the 
entire  population  of  those  States,  loyal  and  dis- 
loyal, including  all  the  colored  inhabitants. 

There  are  some  other  points  in  the  bill,  which 
I  am  prevented  from  noticing  for  want  of  lime. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  woukt  avoid  all  possible 
complications,  and  the  danger  of  another  con- 
spiracy and  rebellion,  let  us  provide,  before  this 
Congress  adjourns,  by  law,  for  the  reeslablish- 
ment  of  republican  governments  by  the  loyal  cit- 
izens in  the  rebel  States.  A  subject  of  so  much 
inaporlance  must  not  be  left  to  the  caprice  or 
whim  of  a  military  commander. 

Mr.  Speaker,  suppose  the  doctrine  be  adopted 
that  "a  Stale  once  a  S^ate  is  always  a  State," 
and  that  a  small  minority  claiming:  to  be  loyal 
may  at  any  time  and  in  any  part  of  a  Stale  oc- 
cupied by  our  forces  call  a  mass  convention  of 
those  favorable  to  organizing  a  new  Slate  govern- 
ment, and  when  the  convention  is  assembled  it 
selects  a  Governor  and  Slate  officers,  and  au- 
thorizes them  to  assume  the  functions  of  a  Slate 
government  either  umJer  the  old  constitution,  as 
was  done  in.  Virginia,  or  under  a  constitution 
proclaimed  by  martial  law, as  was  recently  done 
in  Louisiana,  and  that  the  Governor  thus  chosen 
proceeds  to  issue  his  proclamation  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Legislature,  and  members  thereof,  in 
pursuance  of  said  proclamation,  are  elected  in 
some  half  dozen  counties  of  the  State,  and  con- 
vene and  organize  as  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
and  frame  a  law  apportioning  the  Stale  into  con- 
gressional districts,  and  elect  two  United  States 
Senators,  and  appoint  a  day  upon  which  Repre- 
sentatives are  elected  to  Congress, and  send  their 
electoral  vole  here  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent next  winter,  what  action  would  this  House 
take  upon  such  a  condition  of  things.'  If  five  or 
six  or  more  of  the  rebel  States  in  which  we  have 
a  military  force  should  by  the  action  of  a  few  hun-' 
dred  men  to  thus  organize  and  send  their  electoral 
vote  here,  and  claim, as  they  would,  that  it  should 
be  counted,  would  this  House  consent  to  it.'  Sup- 
pose the  electoral  vote  thus  sent  here  should 
change  the  result  of  the  presidential  election, and 
if  counted  elect  a  President  in  sympathy  with  the 
rebels;  or  suppose  there  were  three  presidential 
candidates  before  the  people,  and  that  the  votes 
of  these  assumed  State  organizations  are  so  cast 
as  to  defeat  an  election  by  the  people,  and  make 
it  necessary  for  the  House  to  select  the  President, 
do  not  gentlemen  know  that  the  excitement  which 
attends  such  a  contingency  would  exceed  in  vio- 
lence anything  ever  witnessed  in  this  country, 
and  that  it  might  terminate  in  another  rebellion  ? 
Are  not  gentlemen  apprehensive  that  the  con- 
spirators of  the  South,  driven  to  desperation,  may 
undertake  to  accomplish  their  purpose  by  some 
such  scheme  as  this.'  And  is  not  our  present  un- 
guarded and  loose  manner  of  reorganizing  the 
rebel  Slates  well  calculated  to  invite  the  rebels  to 
just  such  an  effort  as  I  have  suggested.'  I  frankly 
confess  that  1  am  not  entirely  free  from  appre- 
hension. 

Gentlemen  may  reply  that  we  have  a  majority 
of  the  Stales  as  now  represented  in  Congress,  and 
that  therefore  there  can  be  no  danger.  To  this  I 
rejoin  that  every  Stale  so  reorganized  will  have 
its  Senators  and  Representatives  here  next  win- 
ter demanding  admission,  and  if  the  executive 
department  of  the  Government  has  "recognized 
them  as  the  true  government  of  the  State,"  there 
will  be  (longer  that  a  majority  of  this  House 
would  vote  to  admit  them  as  members,  as  they 
did  in  the  last  Congress.  I  desire,  therefore,  to 
guard  against  any  possibfe  contingency  of  the 
kind  now.  If  we  pass  this  bill,  such  a  conspiracy 
cannot  possibly  succeed. 

I  think  i  may  .safely  speak  fora  large  majority 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  when  I  declare  that 
never,  by  thinr  authority  or  ci^nsent,  will  a  .single 
electoral  vote  from  any  rebel  SlaK;  for  President 
or  Vice  President  be  counted  in  this  Hall  until 
that  State  shall  have  reorganized  a  State  govern- 
ment, rcpublicun.in  form,  and  it  has  been  lecog- 
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nized  by  Congress.  In  other  words,  before  one 
of  tlie  so-called  seceded  Slates  can  be  permitted 
to  reassumc  any  part  of  the  governing  jiower  of 
tliccou)itry,it  must  first  resnme  its  constitutional 
relations  to  the  national  Government  in  con- 
formity wilh  and  subject  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  The  State  governments  which 
have  been  overthrown  or  destroyed  must  be  re- 
jiiaced  by  new  governments,  organized  by  the 
loynl  people;  and  these  new  governments  can 
only  become  constitutional  governments  when 
thus  organized  tind  recognized  by  Congress. 

This  is  certainly  a  pointabout  which  there  ought 
to  be  no  dispute  among  loyal  men.  I  lay  it  down 
ns  a  principle,  from  which  we  ought  not  to  depart 
and  which  we  cannot  safely  yield,  that  this  whole 
question  of  reconstruction,  wliether  under  the  war 
powers  or  the  peace  powers  of  the  Government, 
IB  a  question  confided  by  the  Constitution  ex- 
pressly to  Congress,  and  not  to  the  President  or 
to  any  general  charged  by  him  with  the  execo- 
tion  of  military  orders.  I  desire  the  House  and 
the  country  to  understand  that  by  silence  we  sanc- 
tion every  assumption  of  doubtful  constitutional 
power  by  any  department  or  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  dominant  party  in  Congress  ought 
to  remember  that  it  is  making  liistory,  and  will 
be  lield  responsible  in  history  for  every  dangerous 
precedent  established  with  its  consent.  It  ought 
not  to  be  forgotten  that  every  act  of  the  Execu- 
tive and  Congress  becomes  a  precedent,  to  be  re- 
vived hereafter,  if  occasion'  offer,  liy  those  who 
shall  then  be  charged  with  the  administration  of 
the  Government.  I  may  be  deemed  over-anxious 
on  this  subject.  But,  sir,  I  know  the  power  of 
example,  and  I  much  prefer  that  the  President 
and  every  officer  appointed  by  him  shall  do  no 
act  unless  clearly  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
or  by  act  of  Congress. 

1  prefer  that  before  any  doubtful  constitutional 
power  is  exercised  by  the  President  or  any  officer 
of  the  Government  the  question  shall  be  submit- 
ted to  Confess  for  its  decision  and  advice.  I 
think  we  ought  to  demand' the  establisliment  of 
this  rule,  and  insist  on  its  strict  observance  by 
the  President  and  every  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. However  ready  we  may  be  as  parti- 
sans to  apologize  for  or  justify  the  assumption  of 
doubtful  constitutional  power  by  tliose  endowed 
by  us  with  authority,  as  a  Representative  I  am 
unwilling  that  the  President  of  my  own  choice  or 
any  officer  of  his  appointment  should  exercise 
any  power  which  I  would  condemn  if  exercised 
by  a  political  opponent. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  the  most  unlimited  confi- 
dence in  the  President.  His  patriotism  no  man 
can-.tloubt  who  knows  him  as  well, as  I  do.  That 
he  does  not  intend  to  assumeany  of  the  preroga- 
tives of  Congress  I  know.  He  is  the  last  man  in 
the  world  whom  I  would  suspect  of  using  unwar- 
ranted power  for  personal  or  selfish  ends.  And 
precisely  here  is  the  danger.  We  have  no  fear, 
because  we  who  know  him  confide  implicitly  in 
his  honesty  of  purpose,  and  believe  that  he  in- 
tends every  act  for  the  public  good.  But  we  ought 
not  to  forget,  Mr.  Speaker,  thac  the  precedents, 
which  every  department  of  this  Governnientare 
now  making,  may  be  used  hereafter  by  ambitii)us 
and  bad  men  for  very  different  purposes.  The 
safe  way  is  the  better  way;  and  that  is  for  every 
department  of  the  Government  to  keep  strictly 
within  the  limits  prescribed  for  it  by  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States.  iVIany  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  act  as  though  the  President,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  could  assume  the  en- 
tire war  power  of  the  Government,  and  that  our 
functions  as  Representative's  were  suspended  until 
the  close  of  tlie  war,  except  to  act  as  mere  re- 
cording scribes.  1  [Protest  against  such  an  as- 
sumption, and  against  that  silence  which  might 
be  interpreted  into  an  assent  to  it.  It  is  true  that 
the  President  of  the  United  Statesis  made,  by  the 
Constitution,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army 
and  Navy,  and  in  that  capacity  he  may  issue 
such  orders  to  the  officers  and  men  as  he  may 
deem  proper  to  accomplish  the  military  object 
sough  t  by  Congress  when  declaringor  recognizing 
war,  but  legally  he  can  issue  such  orders  for  no 
other  purpose.  In  addition  to  this,  every  order 
must  be  in  strict  conformity  with  those  rules  and 
articles  of  war,  whicii  have  been  or  may  be 
enacted  by  Congrrss,  or  with  the  well-known 
laws  of  war  ns  recognized  by  civilized  nations.' 
The  President  can  iiiukc  no  new*rulc  or  article  of 


war.  That,  sir,  is  a  prerogative  which  belongs 
to  Congress  alone.  The  idea  which  I  wish  to 
impress  upon  the  minds  of  gentlemen  is  this,  that 
Congress,  by  the  express  terms  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, isinvested  with  the  war-making  powerof  the 
nation.  Whatever  rules  and  articles  of  war  it 
adopts  must  be  enforced.  Whatever  it  declares 
shall  not  be  done,  as  an  act  of  war,  cannot  prop- 
erly be  done. 

The  President,  in  time  of  war,  is  authorized  to 
do  many  acts  by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  him 
by  the  Constitution  as  Commander-in-Chief,  by 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war  enacted  by  Congress, 
and  by  the  laws  of  war  recognized  by  civilized 
nations,  which  he  cannot  do  as  a  civil  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate. As  a  civil  Chief  Magistrate  he  cannot 
confiscate  property  or  emancipate  slaves  by  proc- 
lamation ;  but  in  time  of  war,  by  the  laws  of  war, 
as  Commander-in-Chief  he  may  confiscate  ene- 
my's property  and  emancipate  all  slaves.  He 
may  govern  the  country  which  he  conquers  by 
martial  law,  until  Congress  shall  otherwise  di- 
rect. But  I  have  failed  to  find  any  power  con- 
ferred by  the  Constitution,  or  by. the  rules  and 
articles  of  war,  or  by  the  laws  of  war,  authorizing 
the  President  to  establish,  without  the  direction 
of  Congress,  civil  State  governments  over  con- 
quered territory,  or  to  reorganize  new  State-gov- 
ernments, or  to  prescribe  w-imt  kind  of  constitu- 
tions the  loyal  citizens  should  adopt,  before  he  will 
recognize  them  as  States  restored  to  the  Union. 
•  I  believe  this  entire  power  is  vested  by  the  Con- 
stitution in  Congress,  and  not  in  the  President. 
Congress  is  not  only  the  war-rhaking  but  the 
law-making  powerof  the  country.  In  time  of  war 
and  in  time  of  peace  Congress  must  exercise  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  country,  or  there  is  no 
■safety  for  the  future  of  this  nation  and  for  repub- 
lican institutions. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  object  so  much  to  some 
things  which  iiave  been  done,  or  the  objects 
sought  to  be  accomplished,  as  I  do  to  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  been  done.  I  do  not  intend 
quietly  to  permit  the  President  or  any  head  of  a 
Department,  or  any  general  in  charge  of  an  army, 
to  assume  the  legislative  functions  of  tlje  Govern- 
ment. A  great  question,  such  as  tlie  one  before 
us,  of  the  organization  and  restoration  of  States 
to  eivil  life  and  power,  with  free  constitutions, 
cannot  safely  be  intrusted  to  any  power  but  Con- 
gress. And,  sir,  that  is  where  the  Constitution 
has  placed  it.  In  addition  to  this,  sir,  I  object  to 
any  eflbrt  at  forestalling  the  action  of  Congress 
by  the  military  power.  I  object  to  precipitating 
great  civil  questions  of  the  magnitude  and  im- 
fiortance  of  this  upon  the  people  of  the  rebel 
States  before  the  loyal  resident  citizens  are  pre- 
pared to  meet  tiiem  and  are  properly  organized 
to  insure  success.  I  object  to  it  because,  whether 
the  reconstructed  State  governments  are  satisfac- 
tory or  not  to  the  unconditional  Union  men  of 
tnose  States  or  of  Congress,  as  the  Rwprescnta- 
tives  of  the  nation  we  are  placed  in  a  position 
where  we  must  either  refuse  to  recognize  the 
States  so  reorganized,  and  recognized  by  the  mil- 
itary authorities  in  command ,  as  the  constitutional 
governments  of  such  States,  or  we  must  quietly 
submit  to  the  assumption  of  authority  by  the  mil- 
itary power  and  by  the  executive  department  of 
the  Government,  which  belongs  alone  to  Con- 
gress. 

Suppose  the  convention  in  Louisiana  organize 
a  government  obnoxious  to  a  majority  of  the  un- 
conditional Union  men  of  that  State,  and  either 
refuse  to  submit  the  Constitution  to  the  loyal  peo- 
ple for  their  approval  or  rejection,  or,  if  it  be  sub- 
milted  it  is  submitted  ns  the  Ivansas-Lecompton 
constitution  was  submitted,  and  the  openly  dis- 
loyal and  pro-slavery  conservative  elements  claim- 
ing to  be  loyal  are  permitted  to  vote  for  it,  thus 
securing  a  majority  in  its  favor.  If  the  general 
in  command  and  all  the  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernmenf,  except  Congress,  treat  the  officers  of  a 
State  government  thus  organized  as  the  consti- 
tutional government,  what  shall  Congress  do? 
Submit  to  it  and  admit  their  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives, or  reject  them?  I  should  like  to  ^sk 
gentlemen,  if  Congress  should  refuse  to  admit 
them  and  refuse  to  recognize  the  new  government 
as  the  constitutional  government  of  tlyj  State, 
whether  the  electoral  vote  of  that  State,  if  sent 
here,  either  under  the  old  State  organization  or 
under  the  new  one,  thus  constituted  and  recog- 
nized, would  by  the  authority  of  this  body  be 


counted,  and  the  governing  power  of  the  country, 
to  that  extent,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  mere 
handful  of  men  controlling  a  State  government 
which  we  refused  to  recognize.  Suppose,  further, 
that  all  the  departments  of  the  government  but 
this  Flouse  should  recognize  the  new  organiza- 
tion,and  that  the  Senate  should  admitits  Senators 
as  they  have  done  in  the  case  of  East  Virginia, 
while  we  refuse  admission  to  their  members 
elected  to  this  House,  would  the  electoral  vote 
be  counted  if  sent  here.'  Would  this  new  gov- 
ernment be  the  constitutional  government  of  the 
State  until  recognized  by  Congress — I  mean  by 
the  concurrent  action  of  the  Senate,  House,  and 
President?  Gentlemen  who  examine  this  subject 
cannot  fail  to  see  the  complications  and  difficulties 
in  which  we  may  be  involved  unless  some  uni- 
form policy  regarding  the  reorganization  of  States 
is  adopted  by  Congress  and  strictly  observed  by 
the  Executive  Departments  of  the  Government. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.]  « 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  move  that  the  gentleman 
have  leave  to  proceed. 

Leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  The  President  in  his  late  proc- 
lamation says: 

"And  I  do  further  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known 
that  whenever  In  any  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Texas, 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,Tennp»see,Alahama,  Georgia, Flor- 
ida, Somh  Carolina,  and  North  Carolina  a  number  of  per- 
sons not  less  than  one  tenth  in  number  of  the  votes  castin 
such  States  at  the  Presidential  election  of  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1860,  having  taken  the  oath  aforesaid,  and  not  having 
since  violated  it,  and  being  qualified  voters  under  the  elec- 
tion law  of  the  Stale  existing  immediately  before  the  so- 
called  act  of  secession,  and  excluding  all  others,  shall  re- 
estahlisha  State  government,  which  shall  be  republican,  aiii 
in  notice  contravening  said  oath,  siiall  be  recognized  as  the 
true  government  of  tfie  State."' 

"Shall  be  recognized  as  the  true  government 
of  the  State"  by  whom?  The  fair  interpretation 
of  the  language  used  is  that  the  State,  when  or- 
ganized in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
proclamation,  will  be  recognized  by  the  President. 
The  country  so  understands  the  proclamation. 
And  yet  I  can  speak  authoritatively  when  I  say 
that  the  President  does  not  intend  to  do  anything 
of  the  kind  without  the  concurrence  of  Coagress. 
If  the  rebel  States  still  retain  their  political  organ- 
izations under  their  old  constitutions,  neither  the 
President  nor  any  general  in  command  can  by 
proclamation  or  orders  change  tliose  State  con- 
stitutions. If  the  old  State  constitutions  and  gov- 
ernments of  the  rebel  States  are  destroyed,  then 
neither  the  President  nor  any  general  under  him 
can,  with  the  military  power,  establish  civil  State 
governments  with  such  constitutions  as  they  may 
dictate,  without  the  consent  of^  Congress. 

The  military  power  and  the  civil  power  must 
not  be  confounded.  Above  all, Itmust  not  be  for- 
gotten that  Congress  alone  is  clothed  with  the  war 
power  and  the  civil  legislative  power  of  the  na- 
tion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  suppose  the  Union  men,  by  un- 
wise divisions  and  personal  ambitions,  are  defeat- 
ed in  the  coming  presidential  election,  and  by 
such  division  a  Presidentis  elected  by  the  opposi- 
tion: would  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House 
quietly  sit  here  and  permit  a  pro-slavery  Presi- 
dent, with  the  entire  military  power  of  the  coun- 
try, and  one  tenth  of  the  local  population  of  the 
rebel  States,  professing  to  be  loyal,  to  reorganize 
State  governments,  and  recognize  them  as  the 
Constitutional  governments  of  these  States,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress?  No,  sir.  From  a 
hundred  men  now  on  this  floor  a  protest  would 
come  in  the  name  of  an  outraged  people,  protest- 
ing against  such  a  usurpation  of  the  prerogatives 
of  Congress,  and  against  such  a  flagi-ant  violation 
of  the  Constitution.  Why  wTTuld  we  all  cry  out 
with  one  voice  if  such  a  scheme  for  reorganizing 
the  rebel  States  was  in  process  of  enforcement  by 
an  opposition  President?  Tlie  answer  is  easy. 
We  would  not  submit  to  it,  because  we  would  be 
certain  that  with  such  power  in  the  hands  of  their 
President  they  would  reestablish  slavery  and  the 
old  slave  State  governments  In  every  rebel  Statf , 
and  thus  bring  back  many  of  the  traitors  to  the 
vacant  seats  here.  Of  course,  sir,  we  would  all 
protest;  and  as  I  would  protest  then  so  I  protest 
now  against  the  adoption  of  any  policy  by  the 
executive  or  military  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment on  this  question  of  reconstruction  until 
it  shall  first  have  had  the  sanction  of  Congress. 
'•Sir,  I  want  no  precedent  established  by  this  Ad- 
I  ministration,  touching  the  exercise  of  doubtful 
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consiitiuional  power,  which  I  would  object  to  if 
adopted  by  an  opposing;  Adniiiiistintioii.  What- 
ever power  1  claim  for  an  Executive  of  my  own 
choice,  I  am  willing  to  concede  to  aiiotlier  who  is 
not  my  choice. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  keep  every  department  of 
the  Government  strictly  within  its  consiitutional 
limits,  and  in  the  future  we  shall  nqt  be  driven  to 
the  disgraceful  necessity  of  apologizing  for  or  re- 
pudiating our  own  acts,  before  we  can  with  any 
ehow  of  propriety  or  fairness  arraign  those  who, 
though  following  our  precedents,  arcdoingso  for 
different  purposes. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  a  President  may,  because  war 
exists,  civil  or  foreign,  exercise  any  of  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  Constitution  on  Congress,  wheth- 
er relating  to  the  civil  or  military  administration 
of  the  Government,  an  ambitious  and  unscrupu- 
lous President  can  find  pretext  enough  for  precipi- 
tating the  nation  into  either  a  foreign  or  civil  war, 
as  was  d»ne  in  the  case  of  Mexico  and  with  the 
Mormons.  Then  followingsuch  prccedentsas  we 
are  establishing  by  our  silence,  the  Executive 
could  assume  to  exercise  almost  every  function  of 
tlie  Government  under  the  plea  of  necessity,  and 
the  light  conferred  by  the  admitted  war  powers  of 
the  Government.  Suppose  the  pro-slavery  State- 
rights  party  of  this  country  should  elect  a  Presi- 
dent, and  a  majority  of  this  House,  this  year, 
owing  to  causes  such  as  I  have  suggested,  (which 
may  Heaven  forbid!)  and  they  should  conspire, 
as  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  they  would,  to  reinstate 
the  old  order  of  things,  assume  the  confederate 
debt,  reiinslave  all  persons  emancipated  by  the 
President's  proclamation  or  by  Congress,  and  re- 
store all  confiscated  estates  to  their  former  owners, 
would  they  long  wanta  pretext  for  continuing'this 
war,  or  involving  the  country  in  another  civil  war, 
if  thereby  their  President  could  assume  unlimited 
power,  and  with  tiie  army  and  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
voting  population,  without  regard  to  its  loyalty, 
revive  the  old  State  constitutions,  and  obtain  their 
recognition  by  the  executive  branch  of  Govern- 
ment as  the  constitutional  governments  of  these 
States  without  the  consent  of  Congress.' 

I  ccyifess,  sir,  I  believe  there  are  thousands  of 
men  in  the  North  to-day  who  stand  ready  at  any 
opportune  moment  to  enter  into  just  such  a  con- 
spiracy. If  gentlemen  will  recall  what  has  trans- 
pired in  this  country  since  the  days  of  Tyler, 
Calhoun,  and  Texas  annexation,  especially  dur- 
ing the  Administrations  of  Polk,  Pi-crce,  and 
Buchanan,  they  will  not  find  it  difficult,  in  my 
judgment,  to  reach  the  conclusion  that  either  of 
these  Administrations,  if  in  power  in  1865,  would 
cordially  have  entered  into  just  such  a  conspiracy 
as  I  have  delineated.  Do  gentlemen  say  that  this 
is  impossible.'  P answer,  by  repeating  what  I 
have  said  before  to  the  people  of  my  own,  and, 
indeed,  of  every  district  in  which  1  have  spoken, 
that  I  fear  an  attcm|)t  will  be  made  if  the  pro- 
slavery  party  of  this  country  elect  a  President  of 
their  peculiar  faith  to  accomplish  all  I  have  de- 
pictetl,  and  the  confederate  rebel  debt  will  be  the 
lever  power  employed  for  that  unholy  purpose. 
If  they  should  succeed  in  an  election,  no  man  need 
predict  what  they  will  not  attempt.  The  country 
has  not  yet  forgotten  how  the  Icxas  annexation 
scheme  was  bought  through  Congress  by  the 
leaders  of  this  pro-slavery  rebellion.  They  iiad 
but  f^lO,000,000  in  bonds  to  operate  with,  worth 
from /(DC  to  seven  cents  on  the  dollar;  annexation 
and  assumption  made  them  par.  In  this  new  ])o- 
litical  and  financial  scheme  the  conspirators  will 
have  three  or  four  thousand  million  dollars  in 
confederate  bonds  with  which  to  effectuate  their 
purposes.  Sir,  when  I  remember  what  infamous, 
God-defying  acts  tlie  American  Congress  under 
the  lead  of  the  present  pro-slavery  rebels  has  been 
guilty  of  in  days  that  are  past,  I  shudder  when  I 
contemplate  the  terrfble  ordeal  through  whicli  the 
nation  in  its  process  of  regeneration  must  pass 
after  the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  already,  in  passing,  re- 
ferred to  the  action  of  General  Ranks  in  Louis- 
iana. Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  IJnuse  and 
the  country  to  his  unwarrantable  and  indefensible 
assum|)tion  of  civil  authority  in  that  State,  in 
•  he  first  place,  against  the  protest  and  in  defiance 
of  the  well-known  wishes  of  the  only  organization 
known  to  ilift  country,  or  recognized  by  the  un- 
conditional Union  men  of  Louisiana,  General 
Banks  issues  im  order  for  an  election,  on  the  22d 
of  February  last,  of  State  officers,  under  llie  old 


State  organization  and  pro-slavery  constitution, 
if  the  old  pro-slavery  constitution  and  State  gov- 
crilmeut  of  Louisiana  are  to  be  thus  reestablished 
and  recognized  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  the 
loyal  men  of  that  State,  and  without  the  sanction 
of  Congress,  this  House  ought  to  understand  it. 
For  myself  I  enter  my  protest  against  any  such 
assumption  of  civil  authority  by  the  military 
power.  Let  us  look  a  little  further  irito  the  mat- 
ter. After  ordering  an  election  for  Stale  officers 
under  the  old  constitution,  which,  if  acquiesced 
in  by  Congress,  will  legally  revive  the  old  order 
of  tilings  in  that  State,  General  Banks  issues  an- 
other order  directing  that  an  election  shall  beheld 
for  delegates  to  a  convention  for  the  purpose  of 
amending  the  constitution  of  the  State  so  that  it 
may  conform  to  something — it  is  difficult  to  say 
what.  The  following  is  his  order  upon  the  sub- 
ject: 

"III  order  tlint  the  organic  law  of  the  State  maybe  made 
to  conform  to  the  will  of  the  people,  and  harmonize  with 
the  spirit  of  the  age,  as  well  as  to  maintain  and  preserve 
theancient  landmarks  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  an  elec- 
tion of  delegates  to  a  convention  for  the  revision  of  th('  con- 
siiiuiion  will  bo  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  ]864." 

Whence  did  General  Banks  derive  authority  to 
issue  such  an  order.'  Certainly  not  from  Con- 
gress, nor  from  the  laws  of  war  as  recognized  by 
civilized  nations,  nor  from  any  rule  or  article  of 
war  known  to  our  military  code.  If  tiie  power 
to  issue  the  order  is  not  (lerived  from  either  of 
these  sources,  then  the  action  of  General  Banks 
is  a  most  wanton  and  defenseless  assumption  of 
military  power,  as  well  as  an  outrage  upon  the 
only  organized  body  of  men  known  and  admitted 
by  all  to  be  free  State  men.  As  a  military  com- 
mander in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  he 
may  govern  a  conquered  people  by  martial  law 
until  Congress  or  the  people,  in  the  exercise  of 
loyal,  popular  sovereignty,  recognize  a  civil  gov- 
ernment subject  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  without  interference  or  coercion  from  him 
by  the  military  force  under  his  command.  But 
neither  General  Banks  nor  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  can,  by  martial  law,  proclaim  a  constitu- 
tion for  the  civil  government  of  any  State.  Gen- 
eral Banl«j,  however,  declares  in  this  extraordi- 
nary proclamation  that  "  the  fundamental  laio  of 
Louisiana  is  martial  law."  If  any  gentleman  can 
enlighten  the  House  or  the  country  about  this 
matter  he  will  entitle  himself  to  the  lasting  grat- 
itude of  all  loyal  men.  Will  any  gentleman  tell 
me  how  "  martial  law"  can  become  the  "  funda- 
mental law"  of  any  organized  civil  State  govern- 
ment known  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States?  I  hold  that  neither  General  Banks  norany 
other  general  in  command  of  a  department  has- 
authority  to  order  an  election  for  State  officers  in 
any  of  the  rebel  States  under  any  fundamental 
law,  whetlier  it  be  martial  law  or  civil  law;  still 
less  has  he  any  show  of  power  or  excuse  for  or- 
dering an  election  of  delegates  to  a  constitutional 
convention  if  there  is  an  existing  fundamental 
law  in  the  State. 

If  the  State  officers  who  have  been  elected  by 
General  Banks's  orders  assume  the  functions  of 
civil  government  they  will  undoubtedly  be  rec- 
ognized as  officers  under  the  old  State  constitution 
of  Louisiana,  whatever  General  Banks  may  say 
about  martial  law,  as  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
Slate.  If  they  are  not  oflicers  of  the  civil  gov- 
ernment of  Louisiana,  then  the  late  election  was 
a  farce,  for  martial  law  does  not  pr(>vide  that  the 
people,  or  any  part  of  the  people  over  whom  it 
is  operating,  shall  themselves  select  the  officers  to 
administer  and  exercise  it. 

I  undertake  to  say  that  if  these  recently  elected 
State  officers  are  installed  into  office  and  recog- 
nized by  Congress,  such  recognition  will  legally 
rei^stablish  the  old  State  constitution  and  slave 
code  of  Louisiana.  In  addition  to  this  the  State 
government,  thus  established  and  recognized  by 
Congress,  may  legally  refuse  to  submit  to  or  rec- 
ognize the  validity  of  any  new  State  constitution 
adopted  by  the  convention  ord(!red  by  General 
Banks  to  be  elected  in  April,  after  the  State  offi- 
cers elected  under  the  old  constitution  are  inau- 
gurated and  investe'd  with  the  civil  government  of 
the  State.  They  undoubtedly  will  refuse  to  rec- 
ognize the  action  of  that  convention  unless  it  be 
in  conforj;nity  with  their  wishes,  because  they  can 
prof)erly  claim  I  hat  the  old  Slate  constitution,  liav- 
ing  been  revived  and  recognized  by  their  election 
and  inauguration,  it  provides  the  TOonner  in  which 
it  may  be  amended. 


In  order  to  obtain  an  early  recognition  of  the 
assumed  State  organization  under  martial  law, 
the  newly  elected  Governor  may,  if  he  sees  fit, 
order  an  election  for  members  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature and  Congress  instanter,  and  I  shall  not  be 
surprised  if  we  have  Senators  aVid  Representa- 
tives applying  here  for  admission  from  the  gov- 
ernment thus  organized  by  the  military  power 
before  we  adjourn.  If  such  should  be  the  case, 
and  they  are  admitted  before  the  action  of  the 
constitutional  convention  is  submitted  to  the  loyal 
people  for  their  approval,  and  the  present  State 
officers  accept  and  recognize  that  constitution,  if 
adopted  by  the  people,  as  the  constitution  of  the 
State,  these  officers  may,  if  they  choose,  legally 
disregard  the  action  of  that  convention  and  re- 
main under  the  old  constitution.  If  they  should 
do  this  what  remedy  would  be  left  to  us?  If  Con- 
gress should  recognize  this  assumed  State  gov- 
ernment, before  the  c.onstitutional  convention  now 
ordered  by  General  Banks  to  be  elected  should 
assemble,  or  before  it  had  adopted  and  submitted 
a  constitution  to  the  loyal  electors  of  the  State 
for  their  approval,  its  whole  power  under  the 
newly  elected  officers  could  and  might  be  used  to 
defeat  the  wishes  of  the  free  State  men,  and  if  de- 
sired by  the  present  State  officers  this  would  be 
a  better  way  of  accomplishing  their  purposes  than 
by  refusing  to  accept  the  constitution  formed  by 
the  convention  and  adopted  by  the  people.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  officers  of  this  assumed 
State  government  could,  if  they  were  recognized 
by  Congress,  defeat  the  adoption  of  a  free  State 
constitution  in  Louisiana  if  they  desired  to  do  so. 
I  do  not  say  that  they  will  attempt  it,  should  Con- 
gress recognize  them,  for  I  do  not  know  them.  1 
only  say  that  they  could  easily  do  so,  if  they  pre- 
ferred the  old  constitution  to  the  new  one. 

Gentlemen  will  readily  see  the  necessity  of 
avoiding  such  complications,  and  all  must  agree 
that  the  safer  and  better  way  is  to  have  new 
State  constitutions  adopted  and  approved  by  the 
loyal  people  and  by  Congress  befor^elections  for 
State  officers  are  ordered  by  any  one,  and  before 
we  admit  either  Senators  or  Representatives  in 
Congress  from  any  of  the  rebel  States. 

I  hope  we  will  have  no  such  difficulty  in  Louis- 
iana as  I  have  suggested.  I  have  always  had  such 
a  high  appreciation  of  the  character  and  ability 
of  General  Banks,  that  I  regret  very  much  that  I 
have  fell  it  to  be  my  duty  to  say  what  I  have  of 
his  acts  touching  the  reorganization  of  the  State. 
I  cannot,  however,  shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
the  policy  adopted  by  General  Banks  affords 
every  inducement  for  the  secret  enemies  of  the 
Government,  by  uniting  with  the  conservative  fac- 
tion opposed  to  a  free  State,  to  bring  about  Just 
the  condition  of  things  I  have  described.  I  trust 
we  are  not  to  have  in  Louisiana  a  repetition  of  the 
Missouri  troubles. 

If  General  Banks,  instead  of  ordering  an  elec- 
tion for  State  officers  under  the  old  constitution 
of  Louisiana,  had  listened  to  the  free  State  men 
and  ordered  an  election  of  delegates  to  a  con- 
vention to  amend  the  old  constitution  of  Louisi- 
ana, or  to  make  a  new  one  for  the  State,  the  loyal 
men  of  the  nation  might  have  tolerated  such. an 
unauthorized  assumption  of  power  on  his  part. 
As  it  is,  loyal  men  are  compelled  to  protest  against 
it,  not  only  because  of  his  exercise  of  power  for 
which  there  is  no  law,  and  his  disregard  of  the 
wishes  of  the  free  State  men,  but  because  of  the 
difficulties  and  complications  which  a  repetition 
of  such  acts  in  other  States  may  bring  upon  us. 
Here  is  what  the  free  State  men  of  Louisiana  say 
on  this  point: 

"Resolved,  That  this  free  State  general  committee,  not 
relinquishing  its  judgment  that  the  onTy  true  path  to  rccon- 
strudlon  is  a  convention  to  Ibrm  a  new  constitution  before 
any  election  for  Stati'  olTiccis;  and  not  rcnouncin!-  its  law- 
ful claim  to  have  slavery  abolished  immcdiaiily,  without 
the  dang(^r  of  any  futile  scheme  of  gradual  cmancipaliou  ; 
and  not  yielding  it.s  assent  to  the  idea  that  tin'  election  of 
seven  executive  otficers  can,  by  proper  use  of  terms,  be 
styled  the  civil  government  of  Ijonisiana;  but,  neverthe- 
less, recognizing  the  patriotic  duty  of  endeavoring  to  place 
in  otTicc  men  whose  opinions  are  in  harmony  with  the 
wants  of  liOuisiaua  and  the  spirit  of  the  age,  will  take  part 
in  the  elections." 

The  farccof  an  election  was  gone  through  with, 
and  of  course  the  men  representing  an  organiza- 
tion whose  loyalty  never  was  questioned  were 
defeated,  and  the  candidate  of  GeneraJ  Hanks  was 
elected.  It  could  not  well  have  been  otherwise. 
A  military  commander  who  announces  that  "  mar- 
tial law  is  the  fiindapicnial  lato  of  the  StatCi"  and 
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that  all  must  vote,  would  not  find  it  very  difficult 
to  elect  any  one  he  might  designate,  especially 
when  the  aggregate  vole  did  not  exceed  ten  or 
cZer^n  thousand,  with  three  candidates  in  the  field. 
Hahn's  whole  vote  in  the  Slate, as  claimed  by  his 
friends,'^s  01%  6,171,  less  than  one  fourth  of  the 
vote  of  my  congressional  district. 

There  are  fifty-four  parishes -in  the  State,  only 
twelve  of  which  are  under  our  control.  Of  the 
number  who  voted  for  Hahn,  I  have  been  credi- 
bly informed  that  over  1,000  were  employed  in 
the  quartermaster's  department;  about  550  are 
policemen  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  city  labor- 
ers 1,100,  and  other  city  officers  100;  some  1,600 
were  soldiers  claiming  to  be  citizens  of  Louisiana. 
The  acting  mayor  of  New  Orleans  was  removed 
by  GeneralBanks,  and  one  appointed  who  could 
and  would  control  the  votes  and  influence  of  the 
550  policemen,  city  laborers,  and  city  officers. 
With  all  the  military  power  of  the  department  to 
support  Hahn,  with  the  votes  of  all  the  Govern- 
ment employes,  the  Louisiana  soldiers  and  po- 
licemen^his  entire  vote  in  the  twelve  parishes  is 
but  6,171,  and  yet  this  insignificant  vote  is  pa- 
raded before  the  country,  andunblushingly  called 
the  voice  of  the  entire  State  of  Louisiana,  which, 
in  1860,  gave  a  vote  of  over  50,000.  Hahn  had 
hardly  as  many  votes  in  the  entire  State  as  iVlrs. 
General  Beauregard  had  sympathizing  rebel 
mourners  in  attendance  upon  her  funeral  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  a  day  or  two  after  this  elec- 
tion. 

1  have  said  nothing  of  General  Banks's  orders 
and  treatment  of  the  freedmen  of  Louisiana.  God 
knows  I  have  no  desire  to  say  a  word  that  I  ought 
not  to  say,  but  I  cannot  remain  silent  when  such 
irregularities  are  being  committed.  I  am  heart-sick 
ofthis  pandering  to  rebels  and  slaveholders.  When 
General  Butler  was  in  command  atNew  Orleans  no 
recognized  free  State  man  complained  of  his  mas- 
terly administration.  The  rebels  and  slavehold- 
ers, however,  made  day  and  night  hideous  with 
their  howling;  and  General  Butler  was  removed. 
Since  General  Banks  has  been  in  command  there 
has  not  been  a  rebel  or  pro-slavery  complaint, 
but  frank  and  manly  protests  come  to  us  from 
well-known  Union  men,  who  have  been  tried  as 
by  fire,  and  whose  loyally  was  never  tainted  by 
taking  an  oath  to  support  the  rebel  government, 
or  by  voluntarily  defending  and  justifying  it. 
This  simple  fact  tells  its  own  story,  and  I  need 
not  add  another  word. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  see  to  it  that  there  is  no 
repetition  of  these  acts  by  any  other  general  in  an 
attempt  to  organize  a  civil  government  for  a  rebel 
Stale  without  the  express  authority  of  Congress. 
Enact  this  bill  as  a  law,  and  you  insure  the  lib- 
eration,regeneration,  and  restoration  of  the  South. 
Refuse  to  pass  it,  and  the  loyal  men  of  the  South 
are  l^ft  to  the  mercy  and  caprice  of  military  rul- 
ers. Professed  loyalists  and  open-throated  rebels, 
who  have  been  guilty  of  every  crime,  will  con- 
spire together  to  crush  the  free  Stale  men  as  they 
did  in  IMissouri.  The  amnesty  oath  will  be  taken 
by  thousands,  who  will  at  once  stj-ike  hands  with 
fferjurers,  robbers,  and  murderers  to 'destroy  the 
men  who  have,  from  the  first,  been  faithful  to  the 
Constitution  and  the  Union. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  war  ended,  I  feel  confident 
that  the  wily  enemy  will  attempt  to  regain  by  di- 
plomacy much  that  he  has  lost  by  an  appeal  to 
arms.  Therein,  sir,  as  I  apprehend,  lies  our  dan- 
ger. The  nation,  anxious  for  peace,  will  eagerly 
listen  to  the  voice  of  the  returning  prodigal,  until 
like  the  song  of  the  siren,  it  will,  as  of  yore,  lull 
many  loyal  l)ut  too  confiding  men  into  a  plausible 
but  dolu-sive  security.  Cunningly  devised  schemes 
of  adjustment,  declared  by  their  authors  to  be 
"  honorable  to  all  parties,"  will  be  thrust  upon  us, 
and  every  form  of  sophistry  employed  to  conceal 
their  deformities  and  extol  their  merits.  Let  us 
meet  these  issues  now,  and  meet  them  like  men. 
Let  us  define  clearly  and  unmistakably  the  policy 
of  the  Government  upon  all  questions  touching 
the  reconstruction  and  restoration  of  the  rebel 
States  to  the  Union,  and  thus  render  forever  im- 
possibleall  humiliatingcompromises.  The  truly 
loyal  men  of  the  North  and  the  South  will  ex- 
pect and  demand  this  of  us.  They  will  demand 
that  their  heroic  sacrifices  and  sulTering.s  shall  not 
have  been  all  in  vain.  And,  air,  such  a  people 
have  the  right  to  make  such  a  demiuul.  Their 
will  must  be  consulted,  must  be  obj;yed.  I  know 
that  obedience  to  it  will  make  freedom  and  justice 


the  prominent  elements  of  every  newly  organized 
State.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  believe  I  may  safely  say 
that  never  in  the  history  of  any  nation  has  there 
been  grander  exhibitions  of  patriotism  and  hero- 
ism than  have  illustrated  every  battle-field  ofthis 
terrible  rebellion.  Why,  sir,  when  I  go  through 
my  own  district  and  hear  the  simple  and  touching 
story  told  in  almost  every  household,  about  fath- 
ers and  sons,  husbands  and  brothers,  who  have 
gone  into  the  Army  that  the  Republic  might  live, 
I-am  proud  of  my  country,  and  thank  God  that 
I  belong  to  such  a  heroic  race. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  witnessed,  when  aiding 
to  fill  our  armies,  many  beautiful  and  imposing 
though  touching  and  heart-rending  scenes.  It  is 
the  same  story  of  devotion  and  valor  everywhere. 
The  scene  which  I  have  in  my  mind's  eye  has  its 
counterpart  everywhere  throughout  the  North. 
The  picture  is  daguerreotyped  upon  the  mind  and 
soul  of  every  man  whose  heart  has  been  in  this 
struggle.  In  one  of  the  agricultural  counties  of 
my  district,  around  the  domestic  hearth,  before  a 
blazing  fire,  is  gathered  a  family  group.  They 
have  just  returned  from  a  war  meeting,  and  are  en- 
gaged in  serious  and  thoughtful  discussion.  The 
question  is,  how  many  can  be  spared  from  home, 
how  many  can  volunteer^to  go  and  fight  forttheir 
country.'  At  length, amid  the  contendingstruggles 
of  patriotism,  duty,  and  aflfection,  it  is  settled. 
Two  brothers  make  the  stern  resolve,  duietly 
and  methodically  they  prepare  for  their  uncertain 
absence.  When  that  is  done  they  enter  their 
names  as  volunteers,  and  await,  and  that  not  long, 
the  orders  which  summon  them  to  the  field.  The 
day  of  parting  comes.  Atthe  railroad  station  are 
gathered  fathers,  mothers,  brothers,  sisters,  and 
friends  to  bid  these  and  other  brave  spirits  fare- 
well. The  approaching  train  is  crowded  with 
other  volunteers,  who  rend  the  air  with  shouts  as 
they  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  new  recruits — shouts 
which  modify,  perhaps, but  cannot  entirely  repress 
t\}£  tears  and  sobs  of  those  who  are  now  about  to 
part,  and  possibly  forever.  The  last  shake  of  the 
hand  is  given,  the  last  kiss  imprinted  upon  manly 
brows,  the  last  farewell  uttered;  the  train  moves 
swiftly  away,  and  this  patriotic  family,  who  have 
given  up  their  sons,  turn  to  wend  their  steps  to 
their  now  less  cheerful  home.  Let  us  accompany 
them,  and  strive  to  realize  theircondition.  Listen, 
as  they  gather  around  the  evening  altar,  to  the 
prayer  which  from  heart  and  lip  ascends  to  the 
God  of  nations  and  of  men — a  prayer  that  the 
country  may  be  saved,  and  that  the  precious  lives 
of  the  beloved  ones  who  have  gone  to  fight  for  it 
may  be  spared,  and  they  in  due  lime  restored  to 
their  family  and  home.  One  phase  in  the  scene 
we  are  conterhplating  is  over.  Time  has  healed 
the  poignancy  of  the  sorrow  which  attended  the 
parting,  and  the  household  moves  on  in  accus- 
tomed routine.  Weeks  have  elapsed.  A  flash 
along  the  wires  announces  a  battle  in  which  the 
absent  ones  have  participated;  but  alas  !  it  is  too 
meager  to  allay  their  anxiety.  Away  for  miles, 
over  a  bad  and  frozen  road,  haste  a  company  on 
horseback  to  get  fuller  details  from  the  papers. 
Behold,  with  what  trembling  anxiety  the  father 
glances  along  the  column  of  killed  and  wounded 
to  see  if  the  name  of  either  of  his  sons  is  there! 
And  when  the  dread  intelligence  is  found,  go  now 
to  that  bereaved  family  circle  and  witness  the 
more  than  Roman  fortitude  with  which  it  is  ac- 
cepted, and  tell  Vne  in  what  former  period  of  hu- 
man history  the  world  has  afforded  a  more  exalted 
exhibition  of  valor  and  patriotism. 

Sir,  these  arc  common  scenes.  Thousands  of 
homes  thus  bereft  have  uttered  no  complaint,  but 
have  sent  forth  other  sons  to  bleed  and  die,  per- 
haps, or  perish  by  disease,  in  some  future  cam- 
paign of  this  dreadful  struggle.  Nor  has  the  voice 
of  complaint  yet  reached  us  from  the  battle-field, 
from  the'  hospital,  or  from  the  horrible  dens  of 
the  Libby  or  Belle  island,  tenfold  worse  than 
either.  Our  fellow-citizens  have  only  asked  that 
the  war  might  be  prosecuted  with  vigor,  until  the 
rebellion  was  effectually  broken,  anda  triumphant 
peace  was  achieved. 

At  such  a  time,  amid  such  scenes,  and  in  the 
presence  of  such  a  people,  how  indefensible,  how 
criminal,  is  all  personal  and  partisan  strife.  Sir, 
when  1  witness,  as  I  must  wherever  I  go,  such 
scenes  as  1  have  ho  poorly  dolin('nlcd,  my  heart 
is  filled  with  the  deepest  sympathy  and  sorrow, 
and  1  involuntarily  ask  myself  what  there  is  that 
can  over  compensate  for  all  this  aftiiclion,  this  en- 


durance, and  this  self-sacrifice.  There  is  but  a 
single  answer.  Nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  but 
the  entire  regeneration  of  the  Republic  by  making 
"  liberty  and  Union  one  and  inseparable."  That 
the  earnest  men  of  this  great  nation  will  accom- 
plish this  work  I  have  never  doubted.  To  me  it 
is  the  simple  logic  of  the  contest.  1  have  believed 
from  the  first  that  it  must  come,  because  I  have 
believed  that  Providence  would  bring  to  naught 
the  counsels  of  the  wicked  and  the  crafty.  Indeed 
1  contemplate  the  future  of  this  struggle  with  rap- 
ture. The  clouds  which  to  the  eyes  of  many  have 
darkened  our  political  horizon  for  three  years,  have 
all  had  their  silver  linings  for  me.  No  hour  has 
been  dark  enough  to  cause  me  to  feel  one  throb  or 
to  utlerone  wail  ofdespair.  My  hope  has  been  that 
justice  would  at  last  triumph;  and  the  progress 
we  are  making  assures  jme  that  it  will.  I  advo- 
cated from  the  first  the  emancipation  of  all  slaves,  • 
because  1  believed  ideas  were  more  formidable 
than  armies,  justice  more  powerful  than  prejudice, 
and  truth  a  weapon  mightier  than  the  sword. 
Thank  God,  that  as  a  nation  and  people,  after 
three  years  of  war  and  mourning,  we  are  begin- 
ning to  comprehend  our  duty  and  to  feel  in  this 
life-struggle  for  national  exisience,  that 
"  The  laws  of  changeless  justicetlnd 

Oppressor  and  oppressed; 
And.  close  as  sin  and  suffering  joined, 

We  inarch  to  fate — abreast." 

I  have  believed  that  as  a  nation  we  should  grow 
stronger  and  gain  victories  only  as  we  became 
manly  and  just,  and  that  at  last  liberty  would 
emerge  triumphant  from  the  conflict,  changing 
constitutions,  customs,  and  laws  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  a  higher  and  better  civilization; 
and  that  thus  emerging,  she  would  vivify  by  her 
magic  touch  every  desolate  waste,  and  cause  to 
bloom  every  spot  consecrated   by  the  blood  of 
her  fallen  sons.     Anything  short  of  this  would 
be  hollow  mockery;  with  it  accomplished, 
"  Who  will  mourn  tliat  in  these  dark  days 
His  lot  is  cast.' 
God's  hand  within  the  shadow  lays 
Tlie  stones  whereon  His  gates  of  praise 
Sliall  rise  at  last." 

"Turn  and  o'erturn,  O  outstretched  Hand, 
Nor  stint  nor  stay  ; 
The  years  have  never  dropped  their  sand 
On  mortal  issues  vast  and  grand 
As  ours  to-day." 

Mr.  LONG  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  ANCONA  moved  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Boutwell  reported  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  had  had  the  Union  geVierally  under  con-  , 
sideration,  and  particularly  the  President's  an- 
nual message,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion 
thereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GRINNELL,  (at 
five  minutes  to  five  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  March.  31,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

TheJournal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  commu-  . 
nicating,in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  thcSenateof 
the  15th  instant,  statements  showing  the  number 
of  men  in  Kansas  subject  to  military  duty,  the 
number  of  regiments  and  independent  organiza- 
tions furnished  by  the  State  of  Kansas  (including 
colored  troops)  under  all  calls,  and  the  name, 
number,  and  description  of  troops  serving  in  the 
department  of  Kansas  subject  to  the  orders  of 
Major  General  Samuel  R.  Curtis;  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  PoMEROT,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  and  be  printed. 

■PETITIONS  AND  MEMOUIALS. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Cincinnati  Horticultural  Society,  praying  for  lib- 
eral appropriations  in  aid  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committeo 
on  Agriculture. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Ohio, 
praying  for  the  sale  of  the  mineral  lands  of  the 
Rocky  mountain    country,  and  that  liberal  aid 
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may  be  granted  for  the  construction  of  the  North- 
ern and  Central  Pacific  raihoads;  wliich  was  re- 
ferred to  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

He  also  presented  a  petitionof  citizens  of  Knox 
county,  Oliio,  remonstrating  against  the  cxten- 
eion  of  the  Goodyear  patent  for  the  manufacture 
of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Ocean  county,  New  Jersey,  praying  for 
additional  railroad  facilities  between  the  cities  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia;  which  was  referred 
to  tiie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the 
Militia. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Rochester,  New  Hampshire,  praying  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  and  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  ^ates  forever  prohibiting 
its  existence;  which  was  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  slavery  and  freedmen. 

Mr.  CONNESS  presented  the  petition  of  George 
P.  Ihrie,  late  colonel  and  A.  A.  D.  C.  on  the 
Btaffof  General  Grant,  praying  for  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  personal  baggage  and  property, 
captured  and  burned  by  the  rebel  cavalry  on  or 
about  the  llih  of  January,  1863,  on  the  line  of 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  commander 
Fabius  Stanly,  United  States  Navy,  protesting 
against  the  alleged  unjust  action  of  the  late  ad- 
visory board  in  withholding  from  him  a  recom- 
mendation for  promotion;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  a  bill  in  regard  to  such  cases  hav- 
ing been  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

He  also  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  California,  in  favor  of  opening  to  preemp- 
tion the  Nome  Lackee  Indian  reservation,  in  the 
Marysville  land  district,  the  same  having  been 
abandoned  by  the  Indians;  which  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILLEY  presented  a  petition  of  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates  of  the 
eighth  mounted  infantry  regiment  of  Virginia 
volunteers,  praying  for  an  increase  of  the  pay  of 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  now  in 
the  service  or  hereafter  mustered  in;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW  presented  four  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  increased 
railroad  facilities  between  that  city  and  New  York; 
■which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

OVERLAND  MAIL  TO  CALIFORNIA, 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  desire  to  call  up  a  bill 
■which  was  reported  from  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee a  short  time  since,  being  Senate  bill  No. 
194. 

Several  Senators.     Wlmtisit? 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  It  is  to  authorize  the 
Postmaster  General  to  contract  with  the  Over- 
land Mail  Company  for  carrying  the  mail. 

Mr.  POWELL.  1  hope  we  shall  be  allowed  to 
get  through  with  the  morning  business.  I  have 
been  trying  to  get  in  a  little  resolution  of  inquiry 
for  two  days  ]iast,  and  unless  resolutions  are 
called  for  in  their  regular  order  I  despair  of  ever 
getting  unanimous  consent  to  put  it  in.  I  very 
much  regret  to  have  to  interpose  this  objection 
when  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is  on  the  floor, 
for  he  is  always  very  courteous  indeed. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  insist 
on  my  motion.  The  bill  which  I  have  moved  to 
take  up  i.s  a  l)ill  reported  by  the  committee  unani- 
mously, and  the  public  interests  demand  its  pas- 
sage.    It  will  occasion  no  debate,  I  am  sure. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  that 
we  be  allowed  to  go  through  with  the  morning 
business.  Those  of  us  who  cannot  obtain  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  can  get  in  none 
of  our  morning  iiusiness,  and  I  am  not  one  of  the 
favored  class.  Unless  I  can  present  my  morning 
bu.'iiness  in  tiie  morning  hour,  under  the  regular 
call,  I  cannot  present  itatall,and  hence  I  oppose 
taking  up  any  bill  until  the  morning  business  is 
gone  through  with. 

Mr.  COLLAtVlER.  The  same  remark  will 
apply  to  me.  If  I  cannot  get  a  little  bill  of  this 
kind  passed  in  the  morning  hour,  about  which 
there  is  no  diflereirce  of  opinion,  I  cannot  get  it 
paeacd  at  all.    At  ono  o'clock  there  come  up  im- 


portant qucstion.s,  such  as  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  and  the  floor  is  held  on  such  ques- 
tions for  days  and  days  tegether,  and  I  cannot 
get  action  on  a  matter  of  this  kind  unless  I  get  it 
in  the  morning  hour.  I  hope  my  motion  will  be 
adopted. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S.  No. 
194)  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to  con- 
tract with  the  Overland  Mail  Company  for  the 
carrying  the  mail  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
authorizes  the  Postmaster  General,  in  his  discre- 
tion, to  contract  with  the  present  contractors  on 
the  present  route.  No.  10773,  commonly  known 
as  the  Overland  Mail  Company,  or  any  other 
competent  parly,  for  the  term  of  four  years  from 
the  1st  of  July  next,  to  carry  on  that  route,  to 
commence  at  Atchison  or  St.  Joseph,  and  to  Fol- 
som,  in  California,  all  the  mail  except  that  part 
which  he  is  authorized  by  law  to  send  by  water, 
for  such  price  as  to  him  shall  be  judged  best  for 
the  public  interest,  not  exceeding  §1,000,000  per 
annum,  to  be  conveyed  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  days 
for  eight  months  in  the  year  and  twenty  days  for 
the  n;mainder;but  as  tlve  Pacific  railroad  shall  be 
constructed  it  is  to  be  used  for  the  transportation 
of  mails  upon  that  route,  and  the  time  limited  for 
the  trips  of  the  company  is  to  be  proportionately 
shortened,  and  the  compensation  allowed  propor- 
tionately diminished. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  take  up 
House  bill  No.  15  for  consideration  and  postpone 
all  other  business. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  hope  that  may  not  be  done. 
I  hope  we  shall  be  allowed  to  dispose  of  the  morn- 
ing business,  to  present  resolutions  and  make  re- 
ports. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  1  desire  to  knovr  what  the 
bill  is. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  a  bill  in  rela- 
tion to  the  creation  of  the  Territory  of  Montana. 

Mr.  WADE.  It  is  the  bill  we  had  up  yester- 
day.    I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  my  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  would  vote  for  my  col- 
league's motion  ordinarily,  but  I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  allow  us  a  few  minutes  to  get  through 
with  the  morning  business,  and  then  I  hope  he 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  pass  his  bill  before 
the  morning  hour  is  concluded.  We  are  wasting 
more  time  in  this  way  in  endeavoring  to  get  up 
bills  than  we  should  by  allowing  the  morning 
business  to  be  presented. 

Mr.  WADE.     I  am  wasting  none,  sir. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  As  the  yeas  and  nays  are 
called  for  on  this  question,  and  as  I  voted  yester- 
day against  taking  up  this  bill,  I  feel  it  due  to 
myself  to  give  the  reasons  that  influenced  me  then 
and  will  influence  my  vote  this  morning.  As  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Territories  I  would 
always  vote  with  that  committee  upon'  any  prop- 
osition unless  there  was  some  overruling  reason. 
Now,  sir,  if  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  which  are 
made  for  the  protection  of  the  minority  in  this 
body,  are  to  be  set  aside  by  a  vo'te  of  the  major- 
ity, it  is  very  clear  that  the  rights'ofthe  minority 
cannot  be  asserted,  and  really  amount  to  no  rights 
at  all.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
does  not  make  this  motion  from  any  consideration 
of  that  kind,  or  any  desire  to  withhold  from  any 
one  in'this  body  the  rights  to  which  he  is  entitled 
under  the  rules;  but  although  that  may  not  be  his 
intention  or  his  wish,  the  action  of  the  Senate,  if 
conformable  to  his  proposition,  will  amount  to  the 
same  thing,  and  therefore  I  shall  feel  compelled 
to  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  certainly  did  not  wish  to  prac- 
tice any  discourtesy  here,  or  to  do  anything  un- 
usual, i  moved  to  take  ut)  this  bill  yesterday,  and 
I  proposed  to  do  what  I  have  always  done,  after 
I  made  the  motion  to  allow  this  formal  business 
to  be  transacted,  1  still  holding  the  floor;  but  it 
was  ruled  that  that  could  not  be  done,  and  I  sup- 
pose ruled  properly,  and  1  lost  the  floor  by  it.  I 
iiav^  now  learned  something  more  aboutthe  rules. 
I  do  not  care  much  about  rules  ordinarily.  I 
think  the  Senate  ought  to  govern  itself  with  pro- 


priety without  much  reference  to  rules.  That 
has  always  been  my  idea;  and  the  notion  that  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  must  be  bound  down 
by  rules  to  bind  them  to  a  kind  of  good  behavior 
is  what  I  have  never  studied  or  practiced  much. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  seefcs  to  ftel  hurt 
because  he  did  not  get  in  his  resolution  yester- 
day, and  this  morning  he  said  something  about 
discourtesy  on  this  subject.  Now,  sir,  I  was 
driven  to  this  position  by  what  I  understood  to  be 
the  ruling  yesterday.  I  was  disposed  and  wished 
to  give  him  a  chance  to  get  in  his  resolution  be- 
fore I  took  up  the  bill;  but  I  found  that  if  I  did 
I  could  not  get  it  up  at  all.  I  believe  the  whole 
Senate  will  bear  me  witness  that  I  occupy  but 
very  little  time  here;  that  there  are  very  few  Sen- 
ators on  this  floor  who  have  not  occupied  more 
time  in  debate  than  I  have.  I  do  not  pretend  that 
they  have  done  it  unduly  or  improperly,  or  any 
more  than  they  ought  to  have  done;  but  they  have 
felt  it  their  duty  to  occupy  infinitely  more  time  on 
this  floor  than  1  have.  If  the  Senate  agree  to  my 
motion  and  take  up  the  bill,  I  understand  that  then 
I  may  let  in  such  motions  as  gentlemen  see  fit  to 
make,  and  I  am  disposed  to  do  it;  butif  they  drive 
me  to  stand  on  my  rights,  I  shall  have  to  insist 
upon  the  vote  of  the  Senate.  If  it  is  adverse  to 
me,  of  course  that  is  all  there  is  of  it.  If  the  Sen- 
ate will  agree  to  take  up  my  bill,  1  shall  be  will- 
ing to  let  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  or  any  other 
Senator  go  through  with  those  formal  motions 
that  do  not  consume  much  time,  and  I  believe  that 
has  been  a  cornmon  and  usual  way  of  doing  busi- 
ness here. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  beg  that  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  will  not  think  that  I  am  at  all  cap- 
tious because  I  could  not  get  an  opportunity  to 
offer  my  resolution  yesterday.  1  have  no  com- 
plaint to  make  about  that;  I  am  perfectly  willing 
to  abide  by  the  rules  of  the  Senate.  If  they  vote 
to  take  up  the  Senator's  bill,  I  shall  submit  grace- 
fully; but  I  notify  Senators  that  when  the  rules 
are  constantly  in  my  way,  they  will  find  them  in 
theirs  for  the  residue  of  the  session.     That  is  all. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  understand  that  all  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  asks  is  to  have  his  bill  taken 
up;  and  then,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  he 
retaining  the  floor,  he  proposes  to  give  way  for 
morning  business,  and  then  go  on  with  his  bill. 
I  think  that  is  proper. 

Mr.  WADE.     That  is  what  I  propose. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  think  the  Senate  ought 
to  agree  to  that,  and  I  make  that  suggestion  if  it. 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  POWELL.  If  the  bill  shall  be  taken  up 
there  will  have  to  be  a  motion  made  to  postpone 
it  in  order  to  let  the  morning  business  be  called 
through,  or  it  will  have  to  be. received  by  general 
consent. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  It  can  be  done  by  gen- 
eral consent. 

Mr.  POWELL.  The  bill  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  is  the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning 
hour  anyhow,  and  the  moment  we  get  througlll 
with  the  call  of  ihe  morning  business  it  will  be 
before  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  yeas  and  nays 
have  been  ordered,  and  the  Secretary  will  calltha 
roll. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  withdraw  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  I  will  not  contend  about  such  a  thing 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  ob- 
jection, the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays  will  be  dis- 
pensed with.  The  Chair  hears  none.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  indicated  in  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
withdraw  that  motion,  and  let  us  go  on  with  the 
morning  business. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  withdraw  my  motion.  Let  the 
morning  business  go  on. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Reports  from  com- 
mittees are  in  order. 

REPORTS  FROJl  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WILLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  bill  (S.  No.  130)  for  a  charter  of  Masonic 
Hall  Association  in  Washington  city.  District  of 
Columbia,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
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No.  360)  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of 
frauds  in  relation  to  the  names  of  vessels,  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DOOLlTTLE.from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  220)  to  vacate  and  sell  the  present  Indian 
reservations  in  Utali  Territory,  and  to  settle  the 
Indians  of  said  Territory  in  the  Uinta  valley,  re- 
ported it  vvitli  amendments. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  int^-oduce  a  bill  (S.No. 

210)  establishing  a  port  of  entry  at  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia;  which  v^as  read  twice  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  MORRILL  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

211)  to  authorize  and  regulate  tlie  writ  of  attach- 
ment in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

APPROPRIATION  OF  CHURCH  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  POWELL  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  dhected  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Senate  all  orders  that  have  been  issued  from  his 
Department,  or  by  generals  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  authorizing  any  person  or  persons  to  take  posses- 
sion of  any  church  or  churches,  or  house  dedicated  to  the 
worsliipof  God,  or  house  or  property  belonging  to  any  lioine 
or  foreign  mission  society,  or  houses  and  property  belong- 
ing to  any  denomination  of  Cliristians in  tlie  United  States; 
and  that  he  inform  the  Senate  how  many  churches  and 
liovv  n)nch  property,  and  of  what  kind  and  description,  have 
been  taken  possession  of  in  pursuance  of  said  orders,  and 
where  the  same  is  situated,  and  to  what  denomination  of 
Christians  the  property  so  taken  belonged. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  any  ob- 
jection to  the  consideration  of  this  resolution  at 
the  present  time.? 

Mr.  CONNESS.     I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  being 
made,  it  must  go  over  under  the  rules. 

DIRECT  TAXES  IN  INSURRECTIONARY  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  ask  for  its  present  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  amount  of  money  expended, 
and  the  number  of  officers  appointed,  and  the  salaries  paid 
to  the  same,  to  carry  out  tlie  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  collection  of  direct  taxes  in  the  insurrectionary 
districts  within  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  June  7,  1862 ;  and  that  he  inform  the  Senate  the 
amount  of  money  received  into  the  Treasury  from  direct 
taxes  in  tlie  said  insurrectionary  districts,  and  the  quantity 
of  laud  that  has  been  sold  for  taxes  in  said  districts. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  suggest  that  the  mover 
of  the  resolution  confine  the  call  for  information 
as  to  the  money  received  in  insurrectionary  dis- 
tricts, to  money  received  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  referred  to.  I  suppose  that  is  what  he 
wants  to  get  at. 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  is;  and  so  the  resolution 
provides  and  cites  the  act  specifically. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  title  of  the  act  is  re- 
eited;  but  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution,  if  I 
heard  it  read  correctly,  requires  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treas«ry  to  report  how  much  money  has  been 
received  in  insurrectionary  districts.  That  would 
eeem  to  be  a  general  call;  but  1  suppose  the  inten- 
"  tion  is  to  confine  it  to  money  received  under  that 
act. 

Mr. POWELL.  Thatis  the  intention, and  the 
resolution  says  "  the  amount  of  money  received 
into  the  Treasury  from  direct  taxes  in  the  said  in- 
surrectionary districts."  I  think  that  is  explicit; 
but  if  it  is  not,  the  Senator  can  modify  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  may  be— I  do  not 
know  vyhether  it  is  the  fact  or  not — money  re- 
ceived in  these  insurrectionary  districts  under 
general  law  and  not  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  referred  to. 

Mr.  POWELL.     I  will  modify  the  resolution 
by  adding  the  words  "under  the  provisions  of 
paid  act." 
1\,..  The  resolution  as  modified  was  agreed  to. 
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PAY  AND  PENSION  OF  CHAPLAINS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  its  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  302)  to  amend  sec- 
tion nine  of  the  act  approved  July  17,  1862,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  of  the  Army,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives; and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  upon  its  amendments 
to  tlio  said  bill  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  agree  to  the  conl'erence  asked  by  tlie  House  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  conferees  on  tlie  part  of  the  Senate  be 
appointed  by  the  Vice  President. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENTappointed  Mr.  Wil- 
son, Mr.  Foster,  and  Mr.  Riddle. 

VOLUNTEER  NAVAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  th.ebill 
of  the  Senate  (No.  76)  relating  to  appointments 
in  the  naval  service  and  courts-martial. 

The  amendments  of  the  Plouse  of  Representa- 
tives were  to  strike  out  the  following  words  after 
the  word  "  that,"  in  line  three: 

Hereafter  all  appointments  In  the  volunteer  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for 
confirmation,  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  appoint- 
ments in  the  regular  Navy  are  required  to  be. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That. 

and  to  amend  the  title  so  as  to  read,  "An  act  re- 
lating to  naval  courts-martial." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tliat  tlie  amendments  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  unfinished 
business  of  the  morning  hour  is  now  before  the 
Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  being  the 
bill  (H-  R.  No.  15)  to  provide  a  temporary  gov- 
ernment for  the  Territory  of  Montana.  The 
pending  question  is  on  theamendnientof  theSen- 
ator  from  Minnesota,  [Mr.  Wilkinson;]  and 
upon  the  question  of  agreeing  to  this  amendment, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  requested  by  the  Senator 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Johnson.] 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BUCKALE  W.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of 
the  amendment. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment,  which  was 
in  section  five  of  the  bill,  line  two,  to  strike  out 
the  words  "white  male  inhabitant,"  and  to  in- 
sert "  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  those 
who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become 
such." 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  I  have  just  received 
a  note  from  my  colleague  [Mr.  Hendricks]  stating 
that  he  is  detained  from  the  Senate  by  severe  in- 
disposition, and  that  is  the  reason  why  he  is  not 
here  to  vote. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Lane, 
of  Kansas]  is  absent  from  the  city. 

The  result  was  announced — yeas  22,  nays  17; 
as  follows: 

YEAS-^Messrs.  Brown,  Ghandlqy,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Conness,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Harlan,  Harris,  Hovyard,  Howe,  Morgan,  Morrill,  I'omeroy, 
Sumner,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson— 2i2. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Harding,  Henderson,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana.  Nesinith, 
Povvell,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
Van  Winkle, and  VVllley— 17. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  propose  to  amend  the  bill  on 
page  14,  after  the  word  "  annually,"  in  line  fifty- 
six,  by  adding  "not  to  exceed  sixty  days,"  limit- 
ing the  time  that  the  Legislature  can  sit.  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  done.  It  is  in  most  of  the  territo- 
rial bills. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  in 
section  ten,  line  eighteen,  by  striking  out  all  of 
the  section  after  the  word  "  services,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

There  shall  also  he  appointed  by  the  President  Of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  *f  the 
Senate,  a  surveyor  general  for  said  Territory,  who  shall 


locate  Ills  office  at  such  place  as  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior shall  from  time  to  time  direct,  and  whose  duties, 
powers,  obligations,  responsibilities,  compensation,  and 
allowances  for  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  fuel,  and  incidental 
expenses,  shall  he  the  same  as  those  of  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral of  New  Mexico,  under  the  direction  of  tlie  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  and  such  instructions  as  ho  may  from  time 
to  time  deem  it  advisable  to  give. 
And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

The  said  Territory  shall  be  attached  to  and  be  a  part  of 
the  surveyor  general's  district  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.,  I  hope  this  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted.  I  suppose  the  argument 
urged  in  its  favor  is 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  Senator  will  permit 
me,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  suggests  that  the  words 
proposed  to  be  inserted  should  read,  "  the  said 
Territory  shall  for  surveying  purposes  be  attached 
to  and  be  a  part  of,"  &c.,  and  I  make  that  mod- 
ification. 

Mr.  WADE.  Otherwise  the  whole  Territory 
goes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
will  be  so  modified. 

Mr.  WILKINSON,,  I  hope  this  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted.  I  think  the  country  is  so 
vast,  the  territorial  extent  of  this  new  Territory 
is  so  great — I  suppose  two  or  three  times  as  large 
as  the  State  of  Ohio 

Mr.  WADE.     Three  times. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Three  times  as  large  aa 
the  State  of  Ohio;  and  if  this  surveyor  general's 
office  is  carried  over  to  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  it 
will  remove  the  surveyor  so  far  from  the  territory 
to  be  surveyed  that  the  difference  in  expense  will 
not  be  at  all  commensurate  with  the  inconven- 
ience that  will  arise  in  the  management  of  that 
office.  I  was  talking  the  other  day  with  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  he  dis- 
approved of  the  action  of  Congress  heretofore  in 
consolidating  some  of  these  surveyor  generals' 
offices  in  the  other  Territories.  He  thought  that 
it  was  not  good  policy.  For  this  reason  I  think 
it  would  be  wiser  and  better  if  this  surveyor  gen- 
eral's office  was  established  in  this  new  and  vast 
Territory. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  had  this  subject  under  consideration  a  short 
time  since,  and  there  was  no  dissenting  opinion  la 
the  committee  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  di- 
minishing the  number  of  surveyor  generals.  It 
has  not  been  the  policy  of  the  Government  until 
recently  to  have  so  many  officers  of  this  class. 
A  surveyor  general  was  appointed  for  the  north- 
western district  in  the  first  place,  who  had  charge 
of  the  surveys  in  that  whole  vast  Territory,  and  it 
has  been  only  during  a  very  few  years  last  past 
that  the  effort  has  been  made  to  establish  a  sur- 
veyorgeneral  foreach  newly  organized  Territory. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  a  surveyor  general 
residing  in  the  Territory  or  being  near  it.  Jle 
executes  no  surveys  in  person,  never  sees  the 
field  surveyed,  and  never  sees  a  mile  of  the  line 
surveyed.  The  execution  of  the  survey  is  ef- 
fected by  a  deputy  surveyor  who  contracts  with 
the  Government  to  perform  these  surveys.  The 
most  convenient  point  for  the  location  of  the  sur- 
veyor general's  office  is  where  the  deputy  sur- 
veyor can  most  conveniently  secure  his  supplies. 
Now  the  deputy  surveyors  who  may  be  appointed 
to  survey  land  in  this  new  Territory  must  neces- 
sarily secure  their  supplies  at  the  Missouri  river, 
at  Sioux  City,  or  below;  so  that  there  is  no  reason 
practically  for  the  location  of  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral in  the  Territory.  It  is  not  an  office  that  at- 
taches to  or  becomes  any  part  of  the  territorial 
government.  In  pointoffact,  thesurveys  might 
be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  at  Washington  city, 
as  well  as  under  the  direction  of  the  surveyor 
general  at  what  may  becoine  the  capital  of  the 
new  Territory. 

Then  there  is  a  propriety  in  attaching  tliis  dis- 
trict to  the  district  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  from 
this  fact:  the  base  line  of  jiarallels  of  meridians 
will  be  projected  from  the  public  surveys  hereto- 
fore executed  in  that  surveyor  general's  district. 
The  surveyor  general's  district  for  Kansas  and 
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Nebraska  includes  llie  State  of  Kansas  and  llie 
Territoiy  oCNebraska.  If  ihe  Senator's  reason- 
ing would  hold  ^ood  in  relation  to  this  Territory, 
■why  not  divide  that  surveyor  {general's  district? 

Within  a  few  years  last  past  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral whose  office  was  esiablisiied  at  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  iticluded  in  his  district  the  whole  of  Iowa 
and  the  whole  of  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota. 
Iowa  and  Wisconsin  arc  still  included  in  the  same 
surveyor  general's  district.  The  division  of  tliat 
district  and  the  location  of  another  office  at  St. 
Paul  was  made  because  two  men  in  the  Senate 
had  a  quarrel  between  them  as  to  who  should 
control  the  patronage  of  the  office.  It  was  finally 
settled  that  my  former  colleague,  Mr.  Jones, 
should  retain  the  office  at  Dubuque,  and  have  the 
appointment  of  a  surveyor  general  and  the  pa- 
tronage that  mightaccrue-in  Iowa  and  Wisconsin, 
and  the  contestant  from  Minnesota  should  liave 
a  new  office  and  a  new  surveyor  general  and  the 
patronage  that  might  accrue  in  surveys  in  Min- 
nesota. There  was  no  public  necessity  for  the 
division  of  that  district.  There  is  none  now  for 
the  creation  of  a  new  district.  It  merely  makes 
an  office  for  somebody  to  fill,  and  quarters  the  in- 
cuiTibent  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Of  course  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  is  better  in- 
formed on  this  subject  than  I  am,  as  he  has  made 
it  somewhat  of  a  study;  but  in  this  particular 
matter  I  think  I  am  authorized  in  saying  that  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  disa- 
grees with  him.  I  believe  everybody  has  confi- 
dence in  the  integrity  anil  good  judgment  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Lands.  It  is  his  opin- 
ion that  the  consolidation  of  these  surveyor  gen- 
erals' offices,  to  the  extent  to  which  we  have  car- 
ried it  during  this  session,  instead  of  working 
economically  will  work  disastrously,  or  rather 
it  will  embarrass  that  department. 

I  had  a  conversation  with  him  the  other  day 
about  it.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  do  not  care 
a  fig  about  the  amendment.  I  would  just  as  soon 
have  this  clause  stricken  out  as  to  have  it  remain 
in  the  bill;  but  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  for  that 
reason  I  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  I  ought  to  say  on 
that  point  that  1  have  not  conversed  with  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  on  this 
subject  this  year,  but  I  did  last  year;  and  while 
the  statement  may  be  true  as  presented  by  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota  in  relation  to  some  feat- 
ures of  the  bill  that  passed  at  this  session,  I  am 
quite  6ure,  unless  his  opinion  has  undergone  a 
change  since  last  year,  that  the  general  statement 
is  not  correct.  The  bill  that  was  adopted  some 
two  years  ago.  for  the  purpose  of  diminishing  the 
expenses  of  the  survey  and  sale  of  the  public 
lands  was  drawn  up  in  the  Land  Office. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  understood  the  Com- 
missioner to  say  that  he  thought  this  consolida- 
tion had  been  carried  too  far  at  this  session.  He 
did  not  speak  to  me  about  this  particular  bill,  be- 
cause it  was  not  up  at  the  time  I  had  the  conver- 
sation with  him. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  But  then,  Mr.  President,  if 
it  was  his  opinion  that  this  consolidation  should 
not  take  place,  that  is,  if  he  should  carelessly 
throw  out  an  intimation  of  that  kind,  I  would 
account  for  it  in  this  way:  there  are  very  few  of 
the  heads  of  Departments  or  bureaus  that  are  will- 
ing to  curtail  the  patronage  of  their  offices.  I  re- 
member now  very  well  that  when  I  proposed  a 
year  ago  to  consolidate  the  Dakota  district  with 
that  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  or  with  that  of 
Minnesota,  an  objection  was  raised  in  the  office, 
and  when  1  came  to  inquire  into  the  facts  I  found 
that  a  brother  of  the  Commissioner  was  the  pres- 
ent incurnbent  in  Dakota;  and  supposing  that 
men  are  influenced  by  the  ordinary  motives  that 
sometimes  sway  the  judgmentof  men,  1  drew  the 
conclusion  that  that  might  possibly  have  a  slio-ht 
influence  on  his  judgment,  ^he  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  however,  can  know 
no  more  about  this  subject  than  any  other  person 
whose  attention  has  been  called  to  it. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  am  rather  convinced  by  the 
argumentof  the  Senator  from  Iowa  that  we  ought 
to  make  thi.s  amendment.  It  will  save  one  officer 
and  his  salary. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     It  will  save  half  n  dozen. 

Mr.  WADE.  It  will  save  several,  and  the  sal- 
ary of  one  in  particular.     I  am  inclined  to  favor 


the  amendment  myself;  but  I  hope  there  will  not 
be  much  debate  upon  it. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  have  only  one  word  to  say. 
When  1  became  a  citizen  of  the  Stixte  in  which  I 
now  live  the  surveyor  general's  office  was  at  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio.  His  district  embraced  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  Iowa, 
Minnesota,  and  all  the  country  west  as  far  as  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  it  remained  so  for  a  great 
many  years.  I  never  heard  that  there  was  any 
inconvenience  experienced  by  anybody  during 
that  time  that  we  were  all  connected  with  those 
States  in  one  surveyor  general's  district.  The 
original  surveys  in  the  eastern  part  of  tlie  State 
of  Iowa  were  made  while  we  were  in  that  district, 
and  the  returns  sent  to  Cincinnati.  It  was  only 
some  years  subsequent  to  that  time,  when  there 
seemed  to  be  a  greater  purpose  to  secure  offices, 
that  that  district  was  subdivided  and  new  districts 
created. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning  hour 
having  expired,  it  becoines  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  call  up  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  move  that  we  informally  pass 
over  the  order  of  the  day  and  continue  the  con- 
sideration of  this  bill.  I  suppose  it  will  take  but 
a  ftiw  moments  to  dispose  of  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  ob- 
jection, the  special  order  will  be  passed  over  in- 
formally and  the  consideration  of  this  bill  con- 
tinued. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  desire  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  it  is  with  the  condition  that  there  is  to 
be  no  further  debate  upon  it.  If  we  can  come  to 
a  vote  on  the  bill  at  once  I  shall  not  object. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  do  not  care  to  make  any 
remarks  about  this  amendment.  I  will  simply 
say  tliat  this  proposed  Territory  is  not  an  agri- 
cultural country,  and  there  is  no  need  of  any  sur- 
veys. The  Pacific  railroad  is  going  through  there; 
and  in  all  the  mineral  districts  of  the  country  they 
do  not  go  by  the  Govertiment  surveys.  They 
have  surveys  of  their  own.  There  is  no  need, 
therefore,  of  having  a  surveyor  general's  office 
there  at  all. 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POWELL.  1  should  like  to  make  an  in- 
quiry of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  has 
charge  of  this  bill.  1  should  like  to  know  what 
population  is  embraced  within  the  limits  of  this 
new  Territory.'  What  is  his  information  on  that 
subject.'' 

Mr.  WADE.  I  understand,  from  the  best  light 
I  can  get  on  the  subject  from  the  delegation  from 
the  Territory  about  to  be  divided,  that  there  are 
about  twelve  thousand  inhabitants  on  eachsideof 
the  mountain  that  divides  the  present  Territory, 
and  it  is  very  fest  increasing. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Twenty-four  thousand  peo- 
ple. 

Mr.  WADE.  About  twenty-four  thousand  in 
all  in  the  whole  Territory  at  present;  about 
twelve  thousand  in  each  of  the  Territories  after 
this  division  is  made.  Gold  mines  have  been  dis- 
covered there,  and  the  population  is  increasing 
with  great  rapidity,  and  it  is  filling  up  very  fast. 
I  did  not  calculate  to  make  any  observations  on 
this  bill,  but  the  necessity  for  it  arises  from  the 
fact  that  there  are  impassable  mountains  there 
dividing  the  present  Territory,  and  it  is  just  as 
iiecessary  to  have  two  Territories  as  it  is  to  have 
one.  It  is  a  vast  region.  The  whole  Territory 
undivided  is  abdiat  eight  times  as  large  as  the  Stale 
of  Ohio. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  wei-e  concurred  in. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  name  of  this  new  Ter- 
ritory— Montana — strikes  me  as  very  peculiar.  I 
wish  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  what 
has  suggested  that  name  .'  It  seems  to  me  it.must 
have  been  borrowed  from  some^ovelor  other.  I 
do  not  know  how  it  originated. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  cannot  tell  anything  about  that. 
1  do  not  know  but  that  it  may  have  been  borrowed 
from  a  novel.  I  would  rather  borrow  from  the 
Indians,  if  1  could  find  atiy  proper  Indian  name. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  was  going  to  suggest  that 
in  giving  a  name  to  this  Teiritory,  which  is  to  be 
hereafter  the  name  of  a  State  of  the  Union,  1 
would  rather  lake  the  name  from  the  soil,  a  good 
Indian  name. 

Mr. WADE.    Suggest  one  and  I  will  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  not  familiar  enough 
with  the  country  to  do  so. 


Mr.  FIOWARD.  I  will  say  to  tiie  Senator 
from  Massacluisetts  that  1  was  equally  puzzled 
when  I  saw  the  name  in  the  bill,  and  I  labored 
under  the  same  difficulty  which  my  honorable 
friend  fiom  Massachusettsseems  to  be  in.  1  was 
obliged  to  turn  to  my  old  Latin  dictionary  to  see 
if  there  was  any  meaning  to  the  word  Montana, 
and  I  found  there  was. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     What  was  it? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  It  is  a  very  classical  word, 
pure  Latin.  It  means  a  mountainous  region,  a 
mountainous  country. 

Mr.  WADE.  Then  the  name  is  well  adapted 
to  the  Territory. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  You  will  find  that  it  is  used 
by  Livy  and  some  of  the  other  Latin  historians, 
which  is  no  small  praise. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  do  not  care  anything  about 
the  name.  If  there  was  none  in  Latin  or  in  In- 
dian I  suppose  we  have  a  right  to  make  a  name; 
certainly  just  as  good  a  right  to  make  it  as  any- 
body else.     It  is  a  good  name  enough. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  will  ask  the  attention  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  the  seventeenth 
section  of  the  bill,  in  the  latter  clause  of  which  it 
is  provided  "that  the  existing  agencies  and  Su- 
perintendencies  of  said  Indians  be  continued  with 
the  same  powers  and  duties  which  are  now  pre- 
scribed by  law."  I  will  inquire  of  him  if  that 
will  not  attach  the  superintendency  of  Indian 
afTairs  in  this  Territory  to  Idaho?  The  law  es- 
tablishing the  Territory  of  Idaho  makes  the 
Govertior  of  the  Territory  the  superintendent, 
ex  officio,  of  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  WADE.     I  think  not. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  The  second  section  of 
the  bill  provides  that  the  Governor  shall  reside 
within  this  Territory,  and  "shall  be  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  militia  and  superintendent  of  In- 
dian affairs  thereof." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  no  amendment 
be  suggested  the  question  will  be  on  ordering  the 
amendments  to  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  to  be 
read  a  third  time. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  It  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  My  object  in  asking  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  is  simply  on  account  of  the 
amendment  which  has  been  adopted  to  this  bill. 
Had  the  bill  stood  as  it  originally  came  from  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  I  should  not  have  of- 
fered any  opposition  to  it,  and  I  shall  now  offer 
no  opposition  further  than  to  ask  the  privilege  of 
recording  my  vote  against  it.  As  I  understand 
it,  the  amendment  which  has  been  adopted,  if,  as 
is  contended  by  those  who  now  administer  the 
affairs  of  ihisGovernment,  a  negro  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  gives  the  privilege  to  every 
negro  in  the  land  who  shall  be  in  this  Territory 
for  the  period  of  thirty  days,  not  only  to  vote  but 
to  be  eligible  to  any  office  in  that  Territory;  and 
it  may  be,  if  the  people  shall  be  so  unwise  as  to 
do  it,  that  a  negro  may  be  elected  to  fhe  office  of 
legislator  of  the  Territory,  or  Delegate  in  Con- 
gress. Being  opposed  to  the  whole  system  of 
giving  to  this  subordinate  race  any  such  privi- 
leges, I,  for  this  reason,  shall  record  my  vole 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  that 
part  of  the  bill. 

The  Secretary  read: 

"  That  every  free  male  citizen  of  the  United  States" 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  will  do.  I  was  about 
to  say,  in  order  to  explain  my  reason  for  asking 
for  the  reading  of  the  amendment,  that  if  the  ob-' 
ject  of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  [Mr.  Wilkin- 
son] is  to  put  it  beyond  nil  doubt  that  Africans 
in  the  Territory  shall  be  permitted  to  exert  all 
the  political  rights  that  under  the  bill  will  be  exer- 
cised by  white  men,  he  had  better  say  "  all  black 
men,"  instead  of  saying  "all  citizens,"  because 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uniti^d  States  has  de- 
cided, and  that  question  was  directly  before  ihe 
court  in  the  Dred  Scott  case,  that  a  person  of  Af- 
rican descent  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  objection  to  the  authority  of  that  decision 
did  not  apply  at  all  to  that  particular  question;  it 
was  to  the  other  question  which  a  majority  of  the 
court  decided  as  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
Missouri  restriction.    The  opinion  of  a  large  part 
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of  the  public,  not  only  confined  to  what  may  be 
cnlled  laymen,  but  including  a  great  many  pro- 
fessional men,  was  that,  so  far  as  that  question 
was  concerned,  the  decision  of  the  court  was 
extra-judicial ;  but  as  far  as  related  to  the  other 
question,  the  capacity  of  the  African  to  sue  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  there  was  no  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  anybody  that  the  decision,  until  it 
shall  be  reversed  by  the  court  itself,  is  conclu- 
sive, and  conclusive  upon  the  question  that  a  per- 
son of  African  descent  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  within  the  meaningof  the  Constitution. 

I  objected  to  the  amendment  when  it  was  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  from  Minnesota, 
because  I  was  apprehensive  that  it  might  lead  to 
some  difficulty  in  its  practical  operation  in  this 
new  Territory;  but  I  suggest  now  to  the  member 
that  if  he  really  wishes  to  place  Africans  upon 
the  same  footing  with  all  other  persons  in  the  dis- 
charge of  any  of  the  political  functions  which  all 
other  persons  will  be  at  liberty  to  discharge,  he 
had  better  provide  that  whites  as  well  as  blacks, 
who  have  the  qualification  stated,  of  residence, 
shall  stand  upon  the  same  footing.  I  think  he 
will  not  accomplish  his  purpose,  if  that  is  his  pur- 
pose, by  the  amendment,  if  the  bill  shall  pass 
in  its  present  shape,  without  some  additional  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  lam  willing  that  it  shall 
stand  as  it  is,  and  let  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  be  whatever  it  may.  I  simply  wish  to 
strike  out  the  qualifying  term  there,  and  let  the 
results  take  care  of  themselves.  I  neither  want 
"  white"  nor  "  black"  put  into  this  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  take  it  that  each  branch  of 
the  Government  can  interpret  the  Constitution 
for  itself.  I  think  that  Congress  is  as  good  an 
authority  in  its  interpretation  as  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  I  hope  that  Congress,  in  its  legisla- 
tion, will  proceed  absolutely  without  any  respect 
to  a  decision  which  has  already  disgraced  the 
country  and  which  ought  to  be  expelled  from  its 
jurisprudence. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  if  the  opinion 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  was  conclu- 
sive upon  all  such  questions,  guided  and  con- 
trolled the  public  mind,  it  might  be  considered 
now  as  settled  that  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  that  case  was  a  disgrace.  But  I  liave  yet 
to  be  advised  that  the  honorable  member,  either 
by  nature  or  by  education,  has  attained  so  much 
intellectual  celebrity,  or  possessessuch  transcend- 
ent mental  ability  as  to  be  able  to  pronounce  ex 
cathedra  against  a  decision  prono^inced  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States.  There  are 
many  men,  the  equals  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
to  say  the  least,  intellectually,  who  think  that  that 
decision  was  anything  butan  outrage.  However 
they  iTiay  regret  it  because  of  its  eflfects,  and  how- 
ever they  may  regret  that  the  Constitution  should 
have  been  so  framed  as  to  leave  that  question  an 
open  one,  yet  there  are  throughout  the  United 
States,  I  repeat,  the  equals  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts,  and  I  say  it  with  no 
view  to  disparage  him,  who  thitik  very  diflTerently 
of  that  opinion;  and  if  the  honorable  member  will 
read — prejudice  cast  aside,  if  lie  can  cast  it  aside 
upon  questions  of  this  description — the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  court  as  pronounced  by  the 
Chief  Justice,  he  will  I  think  admit  that  there  is 
in  that  opinion  at  least  so  much  plausibility  that 
very  honest  men  may  think  that  the  conclusion 
to  which  it  led  the  learned  Chief  Justice  was  right. 
And  I  have  never  heard  any  complaint  of  that 
decision,  I  mean  as  to  the  motives  by  which  itis 
supposed  it  was  governed,  or  any  complaint  in 
relation  to  the  authoritative  character  of  that  de- 
cision except  the  one  to  which  I  alluded  just  now; 
and  in  reference  to  that  one  individually,  I  feltat 
the  time  and  have  felt  ever  since  that  there  was 
considerable  difficulty. 

The  suit  was  instituted  by  Dred  Scott,  who  was 
of  African  descent,  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
Slates.  Tlie  master  against  whom  the  applica- 
tion for  his  freedom  was  instituted  pleaded  that 
because  he  was  an  African  he  was  not  a  citizen; 
and  as  the  act  of  1789,  constituting  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States,  limited  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  that  court  in  cases  of  that  description  to 
controversies  between  citizens  of  diflfcrcnt States, 
(following  in  that  respect  the  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution,) lie  maintained  that  upon  that  ground — 
irrespective  of  the  question  whether  he  was  fx-ce 
or  not,  by  having  been  carried  into  the  State  of 


Illinois  where  slavery  did  not  exist,  or  having 
been  carried  north  of  the  Missouri  compromise 
line,  where  slavery  was  prohibited — the  suit  itself 
must  be  dismissed.  The  Supreme  Court  decided 
— contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  court  below,  who 
ruled  against  the  objection — that  the  objection 
was  well  taken;  and  of  course  they  decided  that 
any  judgment  pronounced  in  that  case  by  the 
court  below,  whatever  may  have  been  the  judg- 
ment, or  any  judgment  which  the  Supreme  Court 
should  have  pronounced  in  that  case,  would  be 
of  no  avail  if  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  over 
the  parties  to  the  controversy. 

The  Chief  Justice  in  giving  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  however,  and  speaking  in  that  particular 
for  six  of  the  judges,  I  think,  supposed  that  there 
was  a  difference  between  cases  brought  into  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  upon  writ  of 
error  or  appeal  from  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  and  cases  brought  before  it  by  ap- 
peal or  writ  of  error  under  the  twenty-fifth  section 
of  the  judiciary  act;  that  in  the  latter  class  of 
cases,  by  the  very  terms  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
1789,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  was  confined  to 
certain  specific  questions,  questions  involving  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  questions  in- 
volving the  constitutionality  of  a  law  of  a  State 
on  tli.e  ground  that  it  was  in  conflict  with  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States;  questions  involving 
the  constitutionality  or  construction  of  an  act  of 
Congress;  but  he  supposed, speaking  forthe  court 
— whether  correctly  or  not  I  am  not  here  to  con- 
tend-:-lhat.  in  a  case  brought  up  from  a  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  it  was  the  right  and 
duty  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  decide  the  case 
upon  all  the  grounds  on  which  it  had  been  decided 
in  the  court  below;  and  inasmuch  as  the  court 
below  decided  against  the  plea  to  the  jurisdiction 
and  then  went  on  to  decide  that  having  jurisdic- 
tion the  party  was  not  entitled  to  his  freedom,  to 
which  the  Supreme  Court  came,  yet  the  Supreme 
Court  thought  it  proper  to  examine  into  tlie  latter 
question  as  well  as  the  first. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  think,  whatever  may  be 
the  opinion  of  the  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  of  any  other  member  of  the  Senate, 
that  if  there  is  any  department  of  the  Government 
which,  from  the  beginning  of  its  organization  to 
the  present  hour,  the  public,  in  the  general,  may 
be  proud  of,  it  is  the  judicial  department  of  the 
Government  as  far  as  the  Supreme  Court  consti- 
tutes a  portion  of  that  department.  And  I  am  not 
singular  in  that  opinion.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
advert  to  what  was  the  impression  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  the  bar,  and  the  public,  during 
the  days  when  that  tribunal  was  presided  over  by 
Marshall,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  to  the  recol- 
lection of  the  Senate  what  I  am  sure  is  fresh  in 
their  remembrance,  and  to  which,  therefore,  their 
recollection  need  not  be  specially  called ,  that  there 
was  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land  the  most  implicit  confidence  not  only  in  the 
absolute  integrity  of  every  member  of  the  bench,, 
but  in  the  unequaled  ability  of  all  the  members  of 
the  court,  and  especially  of  him  who  in  public 
estimation  towered  above  the  rest,  John  Marshall. 
And  although  it  would  seem  to  be  perhaps  inap- 
propriate, let  me  say  to  the  honorable  member 
from  Massachusetts  that  much  as  he  may  now 
disparagingly  think  of  the  venerable  man  who  pre- 
sides over  the  deliberations  of  that  tribunal,  and 
has  for  the  last  twenty  or-thlrty  years,  he  is  not 
a-Ione  in  that  particular.  When  his  name  was 
before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  confirm- 
ation, first  as  justice  of  the  court,  and  secondly 
as  Ciiief  Justice,  his  confirmation  was  resisted 
steadily,  zealously,  by,  among  others.  Clay  of 
Kentucky.  There  was  hardly  an  opprobrious 
epithet  which,  as  he  told  me  himself  afterwards, 
he  failed  to  use  against  the  nomination;  and  fro*n 
a  conviction  that  the  nominee  was  unfit,  and 
would  prove  to  be  unfit,  for  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  judicial  station.  But  I  say  it,  and  it 
is  due  to  the  memory  of  the  dead,  and  due  to  him 
who  now  survives,  survives  tremblingly,  his  life 
having  been  protracted  much  beyond,  as  we  know, 
the  ordinary  period  of  human  life,  and  who  ha."! 
devoted  himself  with  untiring  energy,  and  with 
exclusive  devotion,  and  with  unsurpassed  ability, 
to  the  duties  of  his  station,  that  after  he  had 
been  upon  that  bench  some  four  or  five  years,  and 
Mr.  Clay  had  been  the  witness,  from  having  prac- 
ticed before  him  and  read  his  decisions,  of  the 
manner  in  which  his  duties  had  been  discharged, 


he,  as  he  told  me  himself,  after  hearing  an  opinion 
deliveredby  the  presiding  judge,  went  to  his  quar- 
ters to  see  him,  and  found  him  alone;  he  said  he 
felt  the  embarrassment  necessarily  incident  to  the 
object  of  his  visit;  and  after  exchanging  the  salu- 
tations suited  to  the  occasion, and  being  about  to 
leave  him,  he  took  him  by  the  hand  and  said: 
"Mr.  Chief  Justice,  there  was  no  man  in  the  land 
who  regretted  your  appointment  to  the  place  you 
now  hold  more  than  1  did;  there  was  no  member 
of  the  Senate  who  opposed  it  more  than  I  did; 
but  I  have  come  to  say  to  you,  and  I  say  it  now 
in  parting,  perhaps  for  the  last  time,  I  have  wit- 
nessed your  judicial  career,  and  itis  due  to  myself 
and  due  to  you  that  I  should  say  to  you  whathaa 
been  ^he  result;  that  I  am  satisfied  now  that  no  man 
in  the  United  States  could  have  been  selected  more 
abundantly  able  to  wear  the  ermine  which  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  honored."  And  with  the  tears 
trickling  down  the  cheeks  of  both — I  speak  the 
words  of  Henry  Clay — they  parted;  and  that 
opinion  he  continued  to  hold  up  to  the  last  mo- 
ment that  his  life  was  a  blessing  to  the  country. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  no  light  thing  to  assail  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  or  that  high  tri- 
bunal. We  have  an  interest,  jurisprudence  has 
an  interest,  justice  has  an  interest,  the  nation  has 
an  interest  in  maintaining  the  character  of  that 
tribunal  againstall  unjust  reproach.  Itis  no  light 
thing  to  pronounce  a  decision  given  by  such  a 
tribunal  as  that  as  a  disgrace.  I  never  deal  in 
epithets,  Mr.  President,  if  I  know  myself.  I  am 
willing  to  give,  and  I  always  do  allow,  to  him  who 
differs  from  me  upon  any  question  about  which 
it  is  possible  for  a  difference  of  opinion  to  exist, 
the  credit  of  sincerity  and  honest  conviction;  and 
I  cannot  therefore  stand  still  and  hear  a  tribunal 
like  that  assailed,  as  I  think  unnecessarily,  by 
anybody,  and  particularly  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts,  who  stands,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  his  friends,  so  high  aloft  that  his  voice 
is  heard  the  land  over,  and  is,  in  their  impression, 
potential. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  multiplication  table  tells 
us  that  two  and  two  make  four.  Now,  if  a  tri- 
bunal honored  like  the  Supreme  Court  should  un- 
dertake to  declare  that  two  and  two  make  five,  and 
a  Senator  as  distinguished  as  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  should  uphold  the  high  tribunal  in  its 
decision,  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  pre- 
sumptuous in  me  to  call  that  decision  in  question. 
But  the  Dred  Scott  decision  was  as  absurd  and 
irrational  as  such  a  reversal  of  the  multiplication 
table,  besides  shocking  the  moral  sense  of  man- 
kind. The  Senator  will  pardon  the  little  scruple 
with  whicli  I  now  denounce  it.  I  claim  nothing 
for  myself.  I  may  be  weak.  But,  according  to 
the  measure  of  my  abilities  as  God  has  given 
them  to  me,  I  enter  a  standing  protest  against 
that  atrocious  judgment,  which  was  false  in  law 
and  also  false  in  the  history  with  which  it  sought 
to  maintain  its  false  law. 

The  Senator  seems  to  imply  that  I  am  not  fa- 
miliar with  that  case.  Sir,  I  know  it  too  well.  I 
liave  read  carefully  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice which  the  Senator  now  vaunts,  and  I  have  read 
also  the  opposing  opinions,  by  the  side  of  which 
that  much-vaunted  opinion  of  the  Chief  Justice  is 
dwarfed  into  the  pettiness  which  becomes  a  pro- 
duction in  such  a  cause;  ignoble  in  character  and 
impotent  except  in  that  little  briefauthorily  which 
is  incident  to  the  judicial  position.  The  Senator 
pleads  for  this  judgment  in  the  name  of  jurispru- 
dence, of  justice,  and  of  the  nation.  Sir,  in  the 
same  name  i  denounce  it;  in  the  name  of  juris» 
prudence,  which  it  disgraces;  of  justice,  which  ij 
denies;  and  of  the  nation,  which  it  has  offended. 

Among  the  influencesand  agencies  which  helped 
forward  the  present  rebellion  and  set  fellow-citii 
zens  in  bloody  battle  with  each  other,  the  Dred 
Scott  decision  can  never  be  forgotten.  It  gav» 
to  conspirators  new  confidence.  It  filled  patriotj 
for  a  while  with  despair.  It  was  the  platform  oi 
slavery,  whose  behests  would  have  triumphed 
had  this  decision  been  allowed  fully  to  prevail. 
Hating  the  rebellion  in  its  origin  and  the  circum- 
stances which  nursed  it  into  being,  we  must  hate 
this  decision. 

But  the  Senator  wandered  into  a  eulogy  of  that 
old  Supreme  Court,  now  departed,  when  Mar- 
shall was  Chief  Justice,  and  claimed  from  the 
past  consideration  for  the  present.  Sir,  1  liave 
not  been  a  careless  student  of  the  decisions  of 
that  court  in  its  palmy  days.    I  know  their  icarn» 
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ing,  wisdom,  and  ability,  and  am  proud  that  there 
are  sucii  pages  in  the  jurisprudence  of  niy  coun- 
try. But  my  sentiments  toward  (he  court  of  that 
day  are  warmed  also  by  personal  experience.  It 
i.i  among  the  cherished  reminiscences  of  many 
years  ago  that  I  was  privileged  to  know,  as  a 
youth  might  know,  that  illustrious  magistrate 
whom  the  Senator  praises  so  well.  He  received 
me  at  his  table  and  allowed  me  to  accompany  him 
in  his  walks.  He  was  a  venerable  character.  But 
I  pray  the  Senator  not  to  claim  for  the  Dred  Scott 
decision  any  of  the  reverence  which  justly  be- 
longs to  his  name.  Tliere  is  no  question  now  of 
tribute  to  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  or  resjiect  for 
the  decisions  of  the  tribunal  while  he  ]iresidod 
over  it.  The  Dred  Scott  decision  is  more  noticed 
from  its  contrast  with  all  that  is  good  and  great  in 
the  decisions  of  other  days.  It  is  hard  that  the 
tribunal  which  had  established  such  an  authority 
among  us  should  do  an  act  by  which  all  its  author- 
it)'  has  been  endangered. 

But  this  whole  debate  is  in  the  nature  of  a  di- 
version or  a  deviation,  and  therefore  I  bring  it 
back  to  the  precise  point  from  which  it  started. 
The  Senator  from  Maryland  invoked  the  Dred 
Scott  decision  as  a  reason  why  Congress  should 
not  recognize  colored  persons  as  citizens.  In  the 
remark  which  I  made  it  was  my  purpose  to  vin- 
dicate the  right  of  Congress  to  interpret  the  Con- 
stitution withoutany  constraint  from  theSupreme 
Court.  Each  branch  of  the  Government  must 
interpret  the  Constitution  for  itself,  according  to 
Its  own  sense  of  obligation  under  the  oath  wc 
have  all  taken.  And  God  forbid  that  Congress 
should  consent  to  wear  the  strait-jacket  of  the 
Dred  Scott  decision! 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  This  debate  is  not  of  my 
seeking, and  I  do  not  propose  to  continue  it  at  any 
length.  The  honorable  member  from  Massachu- 
setts is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  I  have  attempted 
to  criticise  him  or  any  other  Senator.  I  always 
listen  to  him  with  pleasure;  and  there  is  no  man 
who  is  more  logical,  more  powerful,  more  learned, 
and,  above  all,  who  exhibits  upon  all  occasions 
such  admirable  taste.  I  have  not  attempted  to 
vindicate  the  Dred  Scott  decision.  I  have  ex- 
pressed no  opinion  of  my  own.  What  I  do  object 
to  is  that  the  honorable  member  should  in  this 
instance  have  departed  from  that  rule  of  good 
taste  which  in  the  general  almost  ever  character- 
izes him,  and  indulged  in  opprobrious  epithets  in 
relation  to  the  decision  and  to  the  tribunal  by 
whom  the  decision  was  pronounced.  He,  in  his 
place,  thought  proper  to  tell  the  public  that  the 
decision  was  a  disgrace.  That  is  no  comment 
upon  the  decision.  It  may  be  wrong  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  enlightened  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, who  always  sees  truth  just  as  she  is,  who 
never  can  be  wrong,  perhaps,  in  his  opinion,  who 
certainly  does  not  seem  to  think  it  possible  that 
he  can  be  wrong  in  this  instance.  The  decision 
may  be  erroneous;  but  in  the  judgment  of  a  great 
many  others  it  is  barely  possible — and  I  submit 
it  to  the  reflection  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Massachusetts  that  when  the  reasoning  of  the 
Chief  Justice  and  of  the  court  by  whom  that  de- 
cision was  pronounced  is  held  in  the  one  hand, 
and  the  reasoning,  if  it  can  be  called  reasoning, 
to  which  the  honorable  member  from  Massachu- 
setts has  referred  is  held  in  the  other — 1  say  it  is 
barely  possible  that  very  well-judging  men  may 
think  that  the  weight  of  authority  is  in  the  right 
hand.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is. 
^  The  honorable  member  has  been  a  guest  of 
Chief  Justice  Marshall.  1  am  glad  to  hear  it, 
but  somewhat  surprised  that  the  teachings  that 
he  must  have  had  at  that  time  have  apparently 
been  so  entirely  forgotten.  Did  he  ever  learn 
from  the  lips  of  that  man  that  itwas  either  wise, 
or  prudent,  or  politic,  or  statesmanlike,  to  assail 
with  vituperative  epithets  the  decision  of  the 
highest  tribunal  in  the  land.?  That  man  was  as- 
sailed in  his  day  and  generation.  He  who  led 
the  Democracy,  controlli.'d  by  prejudice,  under 
which,  as  I  think,  the  honorable  "member  from 
Massachusetts,  more  or  less,  now  stands,  pre- 
ceding and  during  the  trial  of  Burr,  and  preoedin"- 
and  during  the  decision  of  the  case,  McCulloch 
vi.  The  State  of  Maryland,  denounced  the  Chief 
Justice  in  terms  of  biting  severity,  which,!  have 
no  doubt,  he  regretted  before  he  was  called  to  his 
account.  Ho  charged  Marshall  with  willfully 
UiHmissing  the  prosecution  against  Burr;  and  yet 
wlionow  remsmbcrs,  unless  his  attention  ia  culled 


to  it,  the  anathemas  of  Jefferson,  and  who  has  not 
always  in  fresh  recollection,  as  one  of  the  most 
cherished  of  the  recollections  of  hie  life,  the  high 
and  spotless  honor  and  matchless  ability  of  Mar- 
shall.' 

As  to  the  capacity  of  the  present  Chief  Justice, 
let  me  say  to  the  honorable  member  I  am  some 
years  older  than  he  is;  it  was  my  good  fortune  to 
be  with  the  present  Chief  Justice  and  opposed  to 
him  while  at  the  bar,  and  almost  every  day  for 
years;  and  for  consummate  ability  in  his  profes- 
sion, for  unsullied  integrity  in  all  the  relations  of 
life,  while  he  graced  and  honored  our  bar,  there 
was  no  man  in  the  Governnnent,  and  no  man  in 
any  other  Government,  acquainted  with  his  char- 
acter, who  would  think  himself  at  all  disparaged 
by  having  Taney  considered,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  men  who  knew  him,  his  equal.  And  without 
meaning  to  offend  the  honorable  member  from 
Massachusetts,  and  with  all  the  personal  regard 
which  I  feel  for  him,  and  recollecting  the  courtesy 
that  he  has  extended  to  mo,  and  which  I  have  re- 
ciprocated from  the  bottom  of  my  hetjrt,  I  say  to 
hiiTi,  without  any  purpose  of  offense,  that  if  I  am 
obliged  to  act  upon  the  weight  of  authority  upon 
all  questions  of  constitutional  law,  1  shall  prefer 
holding  to  the  opinion  of  Taney  than  holding  to 
the  opinion  of  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  I  believe  it  is  not 
a  great  many  years  since  the  Senate  of  the  State 
of  New  York  was  a  supreme  court  of  errors,  to 
revise  the  proceedings  of  the  highest  judicial  tri- 
bunal of  that  State.  I  was  not  awt.re  that  such 
was  our  position,  that  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  was  a  court  for  the  revision  of  the  errors 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  but 
it  seems  to  be  so  considered.  I  do  not  propose 
to  enter  into  this  discussion,  but  simply  to  make 
a  single  remark,  in  which  I  am  compelled  to  dif- 
fer with  my  honorable  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts. He  says  that  the  Dred  Scott  decision  was 
a  disgrace  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  I  do  not  believe  that  I  think  any  better 
of  that  decision  than  he  does:  I  think  it  was  an 
outrage  upon  the  civilization  of  the  age  and  a 
libel  U[ion  the  law;  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  a 
disgrace  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  feel  bound  to  interpose. 
It  was  understood  that  this  bill  was  not  to  be 
discussed;  and  unless  the  discussion  ceases,  I 
must  call  for  the  order  of  the  day.  If  a  vote  can 
be  taken,  I  have  no  objection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
will  call  the  roll  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  29,  nays  8;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Clark,  Collamcr,  Coiiness,  Dix- 
on, Doolittio,  Fcssemlen,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hnle, 
IJurlaii,  Iliirris,  Hundcrsoii,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  In- 
diana. Moij^aii,  iMiirrill,  Nesiiiitli,  roincioy,  Raiiisny,  Slier- 
maii,  ."^^uinnei-,  Ton  Eyclc.  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
and  Wilson— 29. 

NAYS — Mossrs.  Rucknlow,  Davis,  Johnson,  Powell, 
Riddle,  Sanlsbniy,  Van  Winkle,  and  Willoy— ». 

'  So  the  bill  was  passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  LtovD,  its  Chief  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed  the  bill 
of  the  Senate  (No.  80)  to  provide  for  the  better 
organization  of  Indian  affairs  in  California. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  a  bill  (No.  272) 
for  the  relief  of  Julia  A.  Ames;  in  which  it  re- 
quested the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

\.  ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  an 
enrolled  bill  (S.  No.  108)  relating  to  acting  as- 
sistant paymasters  in  the  Navy,  and  regulating 
the  appoiiilmcntof  cadets  in  the  Naval  Academy; 
whicii  was  thereupon  signed  by  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
(S.  No,  16)  proposing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stiliition  of  the  United  States. 

The  joint  resolution,  as  originally  introduced 
by  Mr.  IlENDEusohf,  proposed  tin;  following  arti- 
cles as  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  which,  when  adopted  by  the  Le- 


gislatures of  three  fourths  of  the  several  States, 
shall  be  valid,  to  all  iritenta  and  purposes,  as  part 
of  the  Constitution: 

Art.  1.  Slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a 
punishment  lor  crime,  sliall  not,  e.xist  in  the  United  States. 

Art.  2.  Tlio  Congress,  whenever  a  majority  ot'tlic  niem- 
"bers  elected  to  each  House  shall  deem  it  necessary,  may 
propose  amondniints  to  the  Constitution,  or, on  the'  appli- 
cation ot'the  Legislatures  of  a  majority  of  the  several  States, 
shall  call  a  convention  tor  proposini,'  amemhncnts,  which 
in  either  case  shall  hi!  vali<l,  to  all  iiiients  an<l  purposes,  as 
part  of  the  Constitution,  when  ratified  hy  the  Le^'islatnres 
of  two  thirds  of  the  several  States,  or  by  conventions  in 
two  thirds  thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratifica- 
tion may  be  proposed  by  Congress. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  propo.ied  an 
amendment  to  strike  out  all  after  the  resolving 
clause  and  insert  the  following: 

(Two  tliir<ls  of  both  Houses  concurrlnfi;,)  That  the  fol- 
loivingarticle  be  proposed  to  ihe  Legislalun^s  of  the  several 
States  as  an  amendment  to  the  Consliiution  of  the  United 
States,  whicli,  when  ratilied  by  (hree  fourtiis  of  said  Le- 
gislatures, sliall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a 
part  of  the  said  Constitution,  namely: 
Article  XIII. 

Sec.  1.  Neitherslavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except 
as  a  puiiishincnt  for  crime,  wliereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within  the  United  States, 
or  any  place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  2.  Congress  sliall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article 
by  appro|)riate  legislation. 

Yesterday   Mr.   Datis   moved   to   amend    the 

amendment  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"  that,"  and  inserting: 

The  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont  are 
formed  into  ami  shall  constiliite  one  State  of  Ihe  United 
Stales,  to  be  called  North  New  Emiland;  .and  the  States 
of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Isl.uul,  inrlud- 
ing  the  Providence  Plantations,  are  formed  into  and  eoii- 
stitiile  one  Slate  of  the  United  States,  to  be  called  South 
New  England;  ami  Congress  shall  pass  all  laws  neeessary 
and  proper  to  give  full  eflect  to  this  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Mr.  President,  the  joint 
resolution  now  before  the  Senate,  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary ,proposesan  amend- 
ment to  ihe  Constitution  to  provide  that  "  neither 
slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a 
punishment  for  crime,  wiiereoft  he  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  any  place  subject  to  their  jurisdic- 
tion." I  engage  in  the  di.sc-ussion  of  this  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  not  from  any  de- 
sire to  treat  of  a  subject  not  only  distasteful  to 
myself,  but  which  I  believe  is  distasteful  to  the 
country,  but  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  those  whom 
I  represent. 

We  have  grown,  Mr.  President,  vain  enough 
to  imagine  thatthad  we  been  the  creators  of  the 
universe  and  of  all  things  that  exist  therein,  we 
could  improve  upon  the  workmanship  of  the  Al- 
mighty. Had  such  been  the  case,  no  Eve  would 
have  plucked  the  forbidden  fruit;  no  Adam  would 
have  been  doomed  to  earn  his  bread  in  the  sweat 
of  his  brow;  the  earth  would  not  have  been  so 
cursed  as'to  brins;  forth  briers  and  thistles;  the 
air  would  have  been  always  balmy;  the  food 
of  inan  would  have  been  manna;  every  cedar 
would  have  been  as  those  of  Lebanon,  and  every 
twig  as  the  majestic  tree  of  the  forest.  No  tor- 
nado's blast,  no  earthquake  shock  would  have 
affrighted  or  alarmed  the  world,  or  destroyed  any 
portion  of  the  human  race.  Vernal  flowers  would 
iiave  bloomed  throughout  the  year;  nothing  but 
happiness,  universal  happiness,  would  have  ever 
exi.'ted.  But,  sir,  we  were  not  the  creators  of  the 
universe  or  of  existence  anywhere,  and  wc  must 
look  at  questions  in  a  practical  light,  view  them 
according  to  the  circumstances  by  which  wc  are 
surrounded  and  by  the  light  of  current  events.  In 
that  light  I  propose  to  view  the  question  now  be- 
fore the  Senate. 

Slavery  had  existed  under  some  form  or  other 
from  the  first  period  of  recorded  history.  Itdates 
back  even  beyond  the  period  of  Abraham,  the 
father  of  the  faithful,  in  whose  seed  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth  were  to  bo  blessed.  We  find 
that  immediately  after  the  flood  the  Almighty, 
for  purposes  inscrutable  to  us,  condemned  a  whole 
race  to  servitude:  "  Ffiyojuf r  Oriir  Knoan  Efct 
^flfoatim  Yeahio  Lc-echot:"  "And  he  said,  Cursed 
be  Canaan;  slave  of  slaves  lie  shall  bo  to  his 
brethren." 

It  continued  among  all  people  until  the  advent 
of  the  Christian  era.  It  was  recognized  in  that 
new  dispensation  which  was  to  supersede  the  old. 
It  has  the  sanction  of  God's  own  apostle;  for 
when  Paul  sent  b.ack  Onesimus  to  Philemon, 
whom  did  he  send?     A  freeman.'     No,  sir.     He 
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sent  his  SovXos,  [doulos,]  a  slave,  born  as  such,  not 
even  liis  andrapodon,  who  was  such  by  captivily 
in  war.  Among  all  people  and  in  ail  ages  has 
this  institution,  if  such  it  is  to  be  called,  existed 
and  had  (he  countenance  of  wise  and  good  men, 
and  even  of  the  Christian  church  itself  until  these 
modern  times,  up  at  least  to  the  ninlteenth  cen- 
tury. It  exists  in  this  country,  and  has  existed 
from  the  beginning. 

Mr.  President,  in  1783  there  existed  on  the 
Atlantic  slope  of  what  was  once  the  United  States 
of  America,  atui  which  I  trust  will  yet  in  the 
))rovidence  of  God  again  become  the  United  States 
of  America,  thirteen  independent,  free,  absolute 
political  sovereignties.  In  the  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  aiid  the  colonies  which  recognized 
their  independence,  those  colonies  were  distinctly 
named,  each  one,  and  each  was  recognized  as  an 
independent  and  sovereign  State.  They  had  in 
fact  been  independeiUsince  the  4th  of  July,  1776; 
and  before  their  recognition  by  the  mother  coun- 
try they  had  entered  into  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion by  which  they  were  to  be  governed.  Al- 
though 1  am  no  secessionist,  and  never  have 
been,  and  never  expect  to  be,  it  may  be  refresh- 
ing in  these  times  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ale  and  of  the  country  to  one  very  important  fact 
in  this  connection,  and  that  is  that  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  were  entered  into  not  for  any  tem- 
porary purpose;  they  were  articles  existing  be- 
tween all  the  thirteen  original  colonies,  and  the 
Union  thereby  formed  was  declared  to  be  a  per- 
petual Union,  and  the  faith  of  each  and  of  all  was 
pledged  to  the  maintenance  and  the  preservation 
of  that  perpetual  Union.  Sir,  wc  are  sprung  from 
a  race  of  secessionists,  however  much  we  may 
discard  the  name  now,  and  however  excited  may 
be  our  feelings  toward  those  deluded  brethren 
who  have  undertaken  to  assert  the  right  of  seces- 
sion and  to  act  upon  it,  in  our  judgment  without 
sufficient  cause,  unwisely  for  themselves,  injuri- 
ously to  us,  injuriously  to  the  world  both  now 
and  throughout  future  time.  In  those  Articles  of 
Confederation  it  is  declared  thus: 

"  Whereas  the  delegates  ol'tlie  United  States  of  America 
ill  Congress  assembled  did,  on  the  15tli  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1777,  and  in  tlie  second  yearof  tlie 
independence  of  America,  agree  to  certain  articles  of  con- 
federation and  perjjelual  union  between  the  States  of  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  llliode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in  tlie  words  follovvtng, 
namely:" 

Then,  after  reciting  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, the  convention  of  ratification  goes  on  to 
declare: 

"  And  whereas  it  hath  pleased  the  great  Governor  of  the 
world  to  incline  the  hearts  of  the  Legislatures  we  respect- 
ively represent  in  Congress  to  apjirove  of,  and  to  author- 
ize us  to  ratify,  the  said  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union  :  Knowye,  that  wothe  undersigntid delegates, 
by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  us  given  tor  that 
purpose,  do  liy  these  presents,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf 
of  our  respective  constituents,  fully  and  entirely  ratify  and 
confirm  each  and  every  of  the  said  articles  of  confederation 
and  perppluiil  union,  and  all  and  singular  the  matters  and 
things  iliereiii  contained  ;  and  we  do  furtlier  solemnly  plight 
and  engage  the  faith  of  our  respective  constiuieiits  that 
they  sliall  abide  bvthe  determinations  of  tlie  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  on  all  questions  which  by  the  said 
Confederation  are  submitted  to  them;  and  that  the  articles 
thereof  sliall  be  inviolably  observed  by  the  States  we  re- 
ppectively  represent,  and  that  the  union  shall  be  jjerpet- 
uaC." 

And  yet,  sir.  in  nine  short  years,  in  violation 
of  the  Solemn  stipulations  contained  in  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  and  in  violation  of  that  spirit  of 
union  to  the  preservation  of  wliich  the  faith  of 
each  and  every  one  of  those  States,  and  of  the 
pcojile  thereof,  was  pledged,  what  do  we  find.' 
All  the  other  States  seceding  from  New  York, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Rhode  Island. 
Have  we  followed  the  example  which  our  fathers 
set  us  in  treatitigof  the  great  question  which  now 
ngitatesand  which  for  three  years  past  hasagilated 
tli(!  public  mind?  Have  wc  done  as  John  GLuincy 
Adams  said  would  be  wise,  in  1839,  in  a  public 
address  in  New  York,  that  when  the  affections  of 
the  people  of  one  portion  of  the  country  became 
alienated  from  the  other",  and  nothing  couid  keep 
together  the  hliennted  parts  but  force,  then  we 
should  recur  to  the  early  precedents  in  our  his- 
tory, follow  those  examples,  endeavor  to  reunite 
the  whole  by  peaceful  and  wise  remedies.''  No, 
sir,  but  war  desolates  the  land,  and  nothing,  it 
seems,  but  blood  cnn  satisfy  the  people. 

Mr.  Presidi!nt,nl  the  time  tlie  colonics  declared 
themselves  free  of  the  parent  country  slavery  ex- 


isted iti  every  one  of  them.  It  had  been  trans- 
planted from  other  shores,  transplanted  here  to 
a  great  extent  against  the  remonstrances  of  the 
colonies  themselves.  When  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  formed,  which  is  often  quoted 
as  evidence  that  these  inodern  doctrines  in  refer- 
ence to  slavery  are  the  correct  doctrines,  every 
one  of  the  colonies  which  helped  to  frame  that 
declaration  was  a  slaveholding  colony,  and  most 
of  the  men  who  were  members  of  that  Congress 
were  slaveholders.  Because  they  inserted  in  the 
beginning  of  that  declaration  a  general  specula- 
tive truth  that  "all  men  are  created  equal,"  it  is 
said  tliat  was  an  acknowledgment  by  them  that 
slavery  itself  was  wrong.  Why,  Mr.  President, 
how  absurd!  The  authors  of  the  very  instru- 
ment, themselves  slaveholders,  declaring  to  the 
world  that  they  were  crirninals,  and  up  to  the 
time  of  their  death,  by  holding  slaves  in  bond- 
age, continued  to  be  criminals !  No,  sir.  Tliey 
were  speaking  not  of  the  rights  of  the  subject  race 
in  their  own  midst,  but  of  those  rights  to  free  and 
independent  government  which  distinct  political 
communities  had,  and  that  as  against  other  dis- 
tinct political  conimunilies  a  separate  people  had 
a  rightto  govern  itself,  and  derived  that rightfrom 
their  Creator.  It  might  with  as  much  reason  be 
contended  that  because  in  the  preamble  to  the 
Constitution  it  is  said  "  We,  the  people  of  the 
United  States,"  that  thereby  is  meant  that  the 
negro  race,  the  slaves  at  that  day,  helped  to  form 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  because  they 
are  persons.  But  in  the  sense  ill  which  the  in- 
strument was  formed  they  constitute  no  people, 
having  no  voice  in  the  Government  under  whicli 
they  live. 

Slavery  being  transplanted  to  thiscountry,  and 
the  slave  trade  continued  too  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  by  the  framers  of  that  instru- 
ment for  twenty  years,  and  that  by  the  vote  of 
some  two  or  three  of  the  New  England  States, 
we  are  told  in  the  face  of  these  facts  that  tlie  fram- 
ers of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
were  opposed  to  the  existence  of  slavery,  that 
they  bore  testimony  against  it,  and  that  the  desire 
expressed  now  by  some  of  us  that  it  should  not 
be  interfered  with  is  a  departure  from  the  wisdom 
and  the  policy  of  the  fathers. 

Why,  sir,  in  that  instrument  tliey  not  only  con- 
tinued the  foreign  slave  trade  for  twenty  years, 
but  they  guarded  and  protected  the  right  of  the 
master  to  his  slave  by  provisions  which  if  they 
had  been  faithfully  observed  these  unhappy  times 
would  not  now  be  upon  us.  They  provided  for 
the  return  of  the  escaped  fugitive,  and  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Justice  Story  that  provision  was  essen- 
tial to  the  formation.of  the  Union,  and  unless  it 
had  been  incorporated  in  tlie  Constitution  no 
Union  could  have  been  formed. 

But,  sir,  the  fathers  left  the  matter  not  there; 
but  during  the  first  Administration,  during  the 
period  that  Washington  was  Presideilt  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  carry  out  in  good  faith  this  provision 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  first  fugitive  slave 
act  was  formed.  He,  who  among  men  was  the 
foremost  of  all  men,  whose  memory  not  only  the 
people  of  this  country  have  honored,  but  whose 
iTiemory  is  dear  to  freemen  everywhere  through- 
out the  world,  gave  the  sanction  of  liis  great  name 
to  the  first  fugitive  slave  law  that  was  formed. 
He  did  not  profess  to  be  wiser  than  the  Almighty, 
nor  better  than  Paul,  who  returned  the  slave  to 
his  master;  and  although  men  dare  not,  even  in 
these  deluded  days,  and  amid  the  wild  excite- 
ment which  now  rages  through  the  North,  arraign 
his  memory  or  stain 'his  cliaracter,  they  cannot 
withdraw  him  from  the  class  to  which  he  belonged, 
the  class  of  slaveholders,  and  the  attempt  now  to 
repeal  the  fugitive  slave  act  is  only  an  attempt  to 
repeal  that  wliich,  had  he  been  living  at  the  pres- 
ent day,  would  have  received  his  sanction,  if  we 
can  judge  by  his  act  when  he  signed  the  bill  of 
1793. 

Mr.  President,  the  question  before  the  Senate 
is  whether  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  shall  be  adopted  by  this 
body  and  the  proposed  constitutional  amend- 
ments be  submitted  to  the  States.  I  may  be  about 
to  announce  a  heresy,  but  if  it  be  heresy  I  firmly 
believe  in  the  truth  of  it,  that  if  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  were  to  adopt  this  joint  resolution, 
and  were  to  submit  it  to  all  the  States  of  this 
Union,  and  if  tliree  fourths  of  the  States  should 


ratify  the  amendment,  it  would  notbe  binding  on 
any  State  whose  interest  was  affected  by  it  if  that 
State  protested  against  it.  I  know  the  popular 
doctrine  is,  that  if  a  convention  is  called  by  two 
thirds  of  the  States  and  proposes  any  amendments 
whatever  to  the  Constitution,  which  amendments 
are  ratified  by  three  fourths  of  the  States,  such 
amendments  then  become  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  and  are  binding  on  each  and  every  State — 
those  who  had  iiotassented  to  them  as  well  as  those 
who  had.  Such  is  not  the  opinion  which  1  enter- 
tain of  this  matter.  I  may  be  in  error;  I  know  my 
view  is  against  the  popular  opinion;  but  let  us  test 
it  and  see  who  is  right  and  who  is  wrong.  Who 
framed  this  Constitntion  r     Who  made  it.' 

The  preamble  to  the  Constitution  commences, 
"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States, "and  hence 
some  say  that  this  is  a  popular  Government; 
and  they  would  have  you  believe  that  it  has  the 
same  effect  as  though  the  people  in  mass  meeting 
had  framed  it.  Sir,  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
is  susceptible  of  a  rendering  perfectly  legitimate 
wliich  would  do  away  with  this  idea,  even  if  tlie 
preamble  to  the  Constitution  could  govern  its  pro- 
visions, and  that  is,  "We,  the  people  of  the  States 
united,"  who  are  but  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  that  Constitution  was  framed  by  the 
States,  by  the  people  of  tlie  States",  who  elected 
delegates  to  their  conventions  or  Legislatures.  It 
was  submitted  sejiarately  to  each  State.  It  never 
was  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
as  an  aggregate  body.  It  was  not  even  submit- 
ted to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  elected 
by  the  people  from  the  particular  States.  It  was 
not  submitted  to  a  general  convention  of  delegates 
elected  in  the  different  States,  but  it  was  submit- 
ted directly  and  immediately  to  the  States  them- 
selves. It  was  to  bind  no  State,  and  had  no  effect 
in  any  Slate  except  those  States  which,  in  their 
ind'Cpendent  and  separate  character,  ratified  it. 
■  Our  seceding  fathers  withdrew  not  enmasse  from 
the  old  ArticlesofConfederation.  TheState  which 
I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  although 
now  one  of  the  least  populous  in  the  Union,  was 
the  first  seceder.  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and 
other  States  followed,  utuil  finally  New  Hamp- 
shire made  secession  complete  from  the  other 
States  by  ratifying  that  Constitution.  New  York, 
Virginia,North  Carolina,  and  Rhode  Island  were 
left  to  determine  the  great  issue  of  peaceable  sep- 
aration or  forcible  opposition  to  it.  They  were 
left  to  try  the  power  of  military  coercion  or  to 
exclaim  that  their  wayward  sisters  might  depart 
in  peace.  New  York  and  Virginia  soon  seceded 
from  the  old  Confederation  and  came  in,  and  finally 
North  Carolina;  but  Rhode  Island  would  not 
whip  them  back  again. 

1  anti  not  going  to  discuss  the  question  of  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  to  coerce  States 
back  into  the  Union.  This  is  not  the  time  to  dis- 
cuss any  such  question.  It  has  been  discussed 
heretofore.  We  are  now  engaged  in  war,  and  we 
must  look  to  the  great  and  momentous  issues  of 
war  and  to  the  circumstances  by  which  we  are 
surrounded.  1  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  any 
discussion  of  that  character;  but  I  will  say  this, 
as  a  historical  and  legal  truth,  that  there  was  as 
much  authority  in  Rhode  Island  and  these  other 
States,  when  the  nine  left  them,  to  coerce  them 
back  and  make  them  live  up  to  their  plighted 
faith,  for  the  preservation  of  this  "perpetual 
Union,"  to  which  their  honors  were  plighted,  as 
there  is  in  the  Federal  Government  to  coerce  any 
of  the  seceded  States  back  again.  Those,  how- 
ever, were  practical  days.  Practical  men  lived  in 
those  days.  They  pursued  a  different  plan,  and 
a  "  more  perfect  Union"  was  formed  than  that 
created  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation.  I.fout 
of  all  this  terrible  war  and  the  struggles  between 
the  several  States  a  more  jierfect  Union  shall  be 
formed,  a  Union  in  which  the  rights  of  the  citizen 
and  of  tlie  States  shall  be  respected,  and  in  which 
civil  liberty  shall  be  preserved,  no  one  will  be 
more  rejoiced  than  myself. 

But,  sir,  I  denied  the  proposition  that  il  was 
competent  for  three  fourths  of  the  States  by  an 
amendment  oClhe  Constitution  to  say  to  any  dis- 
senting State,  "This  shall  be  your  Constitution, 
and  you  shall  live  in  this  Union  notwiih.standing 
we  have  interfered  with  your  independent  control 
over  your  domestic  rights. "  Let  us  test  the  doc- 
trine. 

I  shall  not  test  it  in  reference  to  the  subject  of 
slavery;  for  notwithstanding  what  may  be   th« 
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opinion  of  some  of  my  hoiiorable  friends  here 
and  some  portion  of  tlie  jieoplc  at  iarfj;e,  fur  the 
question  of^lavery  1  care  not.  I  am  not  so  fond 
of  tile  principle  of  human  bondage,  orof  bondage 
of  any  kind,  tiiat  I  advocate  it  for  the  love  of  it. 
I  have  no  interest  or  very  little  in  the  institution 
of  slavery  more  than  any  member  on  this  floor 
has.  Could  I  have  had  my  way,  could  I  have 
been  the  creator  and  governor  of  all  things,  per- 
haps no  bondman  would  have  ever  trod  the  soil; 
the  infants,  even,  would  have  been  cherubs,  and 
the  men  would  have  been  archangels.  We  vainly 
imagine  that  we  could  have  made  all  things  bet- 
ter. I  look  at  the  subject  of  slavery  only  in  a 
practical  light  and  in  its  legal  constitutional  as- 
pects. Convince  me  that  your  (lolicy  is  author- 
ized by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
by  tlie  rights  of  the  States,  and  will  conduce  to 
the  advancement  of  the  white  race  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  negro  race,  and  I  will  support 
it.  Senators  on  the  other  side  have  as  much 
fondness  for  the  system  of  human  slavery  as  I 
have,  although  we  differ  in  our  theories  in  refer- 
ence to  it.  1  look  at  it  in  a  practical  light;  they 
in  a  theoretical  light.  I  regard  it  neither  as  un- 
constitutional, illegal,  immoral,  impious,  or  sinful 
in  any  aspect  of  the  cafie,  but  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  ways  of  Providence  to  man. 

Mr.  President,  ifthe  ratification  of  yourproposed 
amendment  by  three  fourths  of  the  States  can  give 
itthe  validity  of  a  constitutional  provision,  obliga- 
tory upon  a  protesting  State,  then  would  a  ratifica- 
tion by  three  fourths  of  the  people  in  reference  to 
any  other  matter,  except  that  simple  one  that  each 
State  shall  have  two  Senators,  be  obligatory.  I 
know  that  the  popular  theory  is thataconvention 
can  frame  a  constitution,  and  if  three  fourths  of 
the  States  ratify  it  it  is  obligatory  in  reference  to 
anything  and  everything  they  do;  that  absolute 
sovereignty  is  with  them,  not  only  in  reference  to 
the  purposes  of  general  government,  but  absolute 
sovereignty  in  respect  to  every  right  which  the 
people  of  the  States  have.  I  have  not  so  read 
either  the  Constitution  of  my  country  or  the  teach- 
ings of  those  who  framed  that  Constitution.  If 
that  be  ao,then  I  ask  you,  could  three  fourths  of 
the  States  say  that  you  should  have  no  manufac- 
tories, that  you  should  plant  no  corn,  that  you 
should  not  have  property  in  anything  else  which 
is  the  subject  of  property.' 

1  go  further.  If  it  would  be  competent  for  them 
to  make  such  a  provision  as  this  the  paramount 
law  of  the  land,  as  the  constitution  of  that  land, 
and  if  this  theory  be  true,  that  omnipotent  power, 
80  far  as  the  purposes  of  government  are  con- 
cerned, resides  with  three  fourths  of  the  States, 
then  they  could  blotout  of  existence  any  State  in 
this  Union.  Does  any  gentleman  suppose  that  it 
would  be  competent  for  a  convention  to  so  frame 
the  Constitution,  and  for  three  fourths  of  the  States 
to  ratify  it,  that  property  should  not  be  held  in 
any  State  of  this  Union,  or  that  all  existing  prop- 
erty should  be  swept  away?  Would  it  be  com- 
petent for  such  a  convention,  with  such  a  ratifica- 
tion, to  provide  that  all  the  mills  and  factories  of 
New  England  should  never  run  more,  and  that 
no  property  should  exist  in  anything  which  was 
the  product  or  the  manufacture  of  those  mills  and 
factories? 

Sir,  property  is  not  regulated  and  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  regulated  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Property  is  the  creature  of  the 
law  of  the  State,  and  whenever  this  Government 
undertakes,  either  by  legislative  enactment  or  op- 
erating through  and  by  three  fourths  of  the  States, 
to  say  to  the  people  of  any  State,  "  We  will  say 
what  shall  be  property  and  what  shall  not  be  prop- 
erty, within  your  midst;  that  subject  shall  be  reg- 
ulated by  a  Federal  Constitulion'or  by  a  Federal 
law,"  they  violate  the  purposes  and  objects  for 
which  the  Constitution  was  framed,  and  do  that 
which,  if  they  had  proclaimed  had  been  their  ob- 
ject in  the  beginning,  would  have  prevented  the 
formation  of  that  Constitution  and  of  the  Union. 

Sir,  my  motives  may  be  misinterpreted  and  my 
views  may  be  erroneous.  They  aic  honestly  en- 
tertained. It  may  be  said  that  I  wish  to  justify 
what  has  been  done  by  the  seceded  States,  and 
that  I  may  want  their  example  followed.  It  is 
vain  in  these  days  for  any  man  to  attempt  to  de- 
clare what  his  own  honest  purposes  are.  A  too 
willing  public  lends  a  too  ready  ear  to  miscon- 
struction and  minrrpresentation.  I  want  secession 
Jo  be  imitated  !  What  have  I  or  my  people  to  gain 


by  any  such  thing  as  that?  It  was  ruin  and  desola- 
tion to  us.  We  were  happy,  contented,  and  free, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  all  our  constitutional  rights, 
until  it  took  place.  Since  then  we  have  been 
bondmen;  and  such  is  the  fate  which  threatens 
us  in  the  future,  if  the  policy  of  those  now  in 
power  shall  continue  to  govern  this  country. 
What  good  could  separation  bring  to  us  on  the 
border,  exposed  to  and  in  front  of  hostile  people? 
We  have  never  courted  and  never  desired  such  a 
thing;  but  we  are  resolved,  even  amid  the  din  of 
arms,  to  cling  zealously  to  our  constitutional 
rights,  and  to  adhere  to  those  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  government  which  are  essential  to  our 
safety. 

But,  sir,  to  recur  again  to  the  argument,  I  sub- 
mit to  Senators  this  question:  if  you  were  to  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  in  the 
form  you  do  this,  and  that  amendment  should  be 
ratified  by  three  fourths  of  the  States,  that  the 
State  of  Delaware  and  the  State  of  Maryland 
should  hereafter  exist  and  be  but  one  State,  would 
that  be  binding  upon  the  people  of  Delaware  and 
the  people  of  Maryland,  unless  they  assented  to 
it?  1  liold  it  would  be  a  justifiable  cause  for  se- 
cession. The  popular  theory  would  be  that  it 
might  be  done;  for  even  in  the  earlier  moments  of 
this  great  struggle,  a  Secretary  of  War,  whom  I 
never  heard  accused  of  looking  into  a  law  book, 
or  reading  the  Constitution  of  his  country,  did 
devise  a  scheme  in  his  first  report  for  uniting  Dela- 
ware and  some  portion  of  Maryland  into  one 
State,  and  some  portions  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia into  another.  He  was  going  to  do  the  thing 
speedily;  and  therefore,  inasmuch  as  he  was  hon- 
ored with  the  high  position  of  Secretary  of  War, 
I  presume  there  must  be  men  in  this  country  who 
think  like  him,  and  think  that  if  such  a  thing  is 
not  competent  by  a  simple  act  of  the  national 
Legislature  it  is  competent  by  a  national  conven- 
tion, or  by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  by 
the  ratification  of  three  fourths  of  the  States,  so  as 
to  effect  that  result. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  a  con- 
tract made  for  the  government  of  the  people  of  the 
whole  United  States.  It  is  a  contract  to  which, 
in  the  language  of  Mr.  Madison,  the  States  them- 
selves are  parties,  and  it  is  to  be  construed  just  as 
any  other  contract  is  to  be  construed,  by  its  own 
terms  and  by  the  surrounding  circumstances 
showing  the  objects  and  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  formed.  What  were  those  purposes?  To 
form  a  union  among  the  States  for  common  pur- 
poses, not  to  give  them  the  control  over  the  do- 
mestic relations  existing  in  the  States,  not  to  reg- 
ulate the  right  and  title  to  property  in  the  States; 
but  there  were  great  common  purposes  to  be  sub- 
served by  the  formation  of  this  Union  which  could 
be  better  subserved  by  the  States  in  the  aggregate 
than  by  the  States  separately.  They  were  in- 
trusted with  the  interests  of  the  States  so  far  as 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations  were  concerned, 
with  the  regulation  of  commerce,  with  the  coin- 
age of  money,  and  many  other  things.  But  the 
framers  of  that  instrument  show  in  it  the  object 
which  they  had  in  forming  it,  because  they  del- 
egate the  powers  which  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment should  have,  and  then  declare  that  the  pow- 
ers not  therein  delegated,  and  not  prohibited  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively 
or  to  the  people. 

Do  any  suppose  if,  at  the  time  of  the  forma- 
tion of  that  Constitution,  it  had  been  sugge.sted 
that,  by  allowing  it  to  be  amended  by  the  ratifi- 
cation of  three  fourths  of  the  States,  a  future  con- 
vention would  undertake  to  invade  the  rights  of 
the  States  and  to  determine  what  should  be  prop- 
erty in  the  States,  or  to  regulate  the  relation  of 
parent  and  child,  husband  and  wife,  master  and 
slave,  within  those  States,  that  the  fathers  would 
ever  have  entered  into  such  an  agreement  ?  Why, 
sir,  even  with  the  omission  from  that  Constitu- 
tion of  the  provision  which  provides  for  the  ren- 
dition of  fugitive  slaves,  we  are  told  by  so  high 
an  authority  as  Justice  Story,  the  Constitution 
could  not  have  been  framed.  Do  you  suppose 
that  men  who  were  so  tenacious  of  their  rights — 
men  who  had  waged  a  long  seven  years 'war  for 
the  achievement  or  preservation  of  those  rights, 
after  all  their  experience  in  that  bloody  conflict — 
would  ever  have  committed  to  any  body  of  men, 
present  or  in  the  future,  the  power  to  regulate 
the  relation  of  parent  and  child  or  husband  and 
wife? 


Sir,  if  you  can  go  into  the  Slates  and  attempt 
tp  regulate  the  relation  of  master  and  slave,  you 
can  go  into  a  State  and  attempt  to  regulate  the 
relation  between  parentand  child  or  husband  and 
wife.  If  you  have  a  right  to  go  into  a  State  and 
say  that  oae  particular  species  of  property  which 
has  heretofore  been  property  shall  not  in  the  fu- 
ture be  property,  you  have  a  right  to  say  that 
any  other  subject  of  property  heretofore  shall  not 
be  property  in  the  future;  and  you  have  a  right 
to  say  in  that  case,  by  way  of  amendment,  that 
there  shall  be  no  such  thing  as  property  at  all. 
It  will  not  do  to  answer  me  by  saying  that  no 
convention  of  the  States  would  do  this;  that  three 
fourths  of  the  States  could  not  be  found  to  ratify 
any  such  provision  as  that.  Why,  sir,  the  thing 
is  just  as  likely  now  to  be  done  in  the  future  as 
it  was  likely,  when  that  Constitution  was  framed, 
that  in  seventy-five  years  a  dominant  party  in 
this  country  would  attempt  to  invade  a  State  to 
determine  the  question  of  what  should  be  prop- 
erty by  abolishing  an  existing  institution. 

But,  sir,  this  provision  goes  further.  It  is  not 
only  prospective  in  character  so  as  to  affect  future 
rights,  but  it  absolutely  proposes  by  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  to  sweep  away  and  blot 
outhundreds  of  millions  of  dollars'  worih  of  prop- 
erty in  the  States.  That  is  the  destruction  of 
property.  It  operates  for  the  destruction  of  prop- 
erty, because  if  this  amendment  becomes  incor- 
porated in  the  Constitution  and  is  submitted  to, 
that  property  ceases.  Then  I  ask,  where  is  the. 
difference  in  principle  between  the  destruction  of 
thisamount  of  property  invested  in  slaves  and  the 
destruction  of  thatamountof  property  invested  in 
manufactures,  in  agriculture,  or  in  the  mechanic 
arts  ? 

Again,  can  a  convention  frame  an  amendment, 
or  can  Congress  propose  an  amendment  to  the 
ConstitutioR,  which,  being ralifiedjjy  three  fourths 
of  the  States,  shall  become  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  by  which  there  shall  be  made  an  equal  dis- 
tribution of  property  throughout  the  United  States? 
Can  they  do  that?  Let  it  be  known  that  it  is 
within  the  power  of  three  fourths  of  the  States  to 
do  that,  and  a  party  may  rise  up  in  the  country 
most  clamorous  for  the  exercise  of  that  power. 
I  apprehend,  however,  it  will  be  admitted  that  a 
convention  of  three  fourths  of  the  States  cannot 
propose  an  amendment,  which,  being  ratified  by 
three  fourths  of  the  States,  can  do  any  of  the 
things  that  1  have  mentioned. 

But  it  may  be  said  it  can  only  be  done  in  refer- 
ence to  slavery.  What  more  power  has  a  rat- 
ification of  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, by  three  fourths  of  the  States,  over  the 
question  of  slavery  than  it  has  over  any  other  de- 
scription of  property  ?  Show  me  the  distinction. 
Slaves  were  as  much  property  in  the  eye  of  the 
framers  of  that  instrument,  in  the  eye  of  the  ex- 
isting Constitution,  as  any  other  species  of  prop- 
erty. If  three  fourths  of  the  States  have  a  right 
to  destroy  property  in  slaves  they  have  a  right  to 
destroy  it  in  anything  else.  Their  power  is  just 
as  extensive,  and  no  more,  in  reference  to  this 
species  of  property  as  any  other;  for  I  presume 
we  are  not  to  be  asked  to  amend  the  Constitution 
upon  humanitarian  grounds. 

The  sinfulness  of  slavery  or  the  evil  of  slavery 
among  those  with  whom  it  exists  is  not  to  be  in- 
voked as  affording  power,  in  the  absence  of  any- 
thing else,  to  make  this  proposed  change.  If 
that  be  the  source  whence  is  derived  the  author- 
ity to  make  this  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
it  is  an  authority  against  which  I  cannot  argue, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  1  and  my  antagonist 
nevercould  agree.  In  my  judgment  he  advocates 
a  sickly  sentiment,  I  a  practical  question.  He 
professes  to  be  wiser  than  the  Almighty,  under 
whose  providence  thissystem  of  human  bondage 
has  been  allowed  to  exist  in  all  ages  of  the  past; 
wiser  than  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  who  when 
he  was  on  earth  never  interfered  with  the  law  of 
slavery,  although  he  walked  up  and  down  the 
plains  of  Judea,  where  there  were  slaves,  and  the 
law  of  whose  people  recognized  the  existence  of 
slavery — the  law  that  was  given  to  them  from 
Mount  Sinai,  amid  lightning  and  thunder,  amid 
smoke  and  flame;  and  recognizing  the  existence 
not  only  of  this  relation  but  the  rightfulness  of  it. 
"Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbor's  wife,  his 
servant,  (slave,)  his  ox,  his  ass,  nor  anything 
thatishia."  What  is  the  meaning  of  "servant?" 
Among  the  people  to  whom  that  law  was  given 
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there  were  hired  servants;  there  were  bondmen 
and  bondmaids.  Efet,  the  original  in  the  He- 
brew language,  which  means  a  slave,  means  a 
slave  born  as  such,  justas  much  as  JouAoj,  [doulos,] 
in  Greek,  means  a  slave  born  as  such.  1  cannot 
argue  with  such  an  antagonist,  because  he  sets  his 
judgment  up  against  the  history  of  the  race  and  of 
mankind  in  all  past  ages. 

I  presume,  therefore,  that  this  amendment,  if 
it  is  adopted,  must  be  upon  theground  thatin  the 
opinion  of  Senators,  three  fourths  of  the  States 
■would  have  the  right  to  ratify  it  and  incorporate 
it  in  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land.  I  have  no 
right  to  question  the  honesty  of  the  opinion  of 
any  Senator  who  so  thinks,  and  I  do  not  question 
it.  I  only  claim  for  my  own  opinion  the  same 
honesty  that  I  yield  to  others. 

But,  Mr.  President,  we  are  told  that  the  reason 
why  this  amendment  should  be  made  is,  that  sla- 
very has  caused  the  present  national  difficulties; 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  existence  of  sla- 
very there  would  be  no  war.  The  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  tellsus  that 
even  if  the  present  troubles  have  been  brought  on 
by  the  interference  of  northern  fanatics  with  the 
institution  of  slavery,  then  if  slavery  had  not  ex- 
isted there  would  have  been  nothing  for  them  to 
interfere  with,  and  the  rebellion  would  not  have 
taken  place;  that  if  it  was  brought  on  by  the  de- 
sire of  the  people  of  the  South  to  strengthen  and 
encourage  the  institution,  then  if  it  had  not  ex- 
isted the  rebellion  would  not  have  taken  place; 
and  he  seems  to  think  that  to  it  we  owe  the  loss 
of  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  the  press,  and 
most  of  the  ills  under  which  we  are  now  suffer- 
ing. He  therefore  propose  as  the  great  remedy, 
I  presume  not  only  to  heal  our  present  troubles, 
but  as  a  bond  of  peace  in  the  future,  that  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery  shall  be  wiped  out  by  achange 
of  the  Constitution. 

Jf  there  had  been  no  fire,  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  city  of  New  York  as  was  burned  down  in 
1835  would  not  have  been  burned  down.  If  there 
was  no  water,  there  would  be  no  overflowing 
floods.  If  there  was  no  sun  in  the  heavens,  no 
man  would  fall  prostrate  to  the  earth  and  die  from 
the  heat  of  that  sun.  Let  the  Senator  correct  all 
the  ills  of  life.  Let  him  quench  the  fire  that  warms 
all  the  human  race,  and  no  incendiary  then  could 
burn  ourdwellings;  let  him  dry  up  the  fountains 
of  the  deep  and  close  the  windows  of  heaven  that 
there  shall  be  no  more  water;  let  him  pluck  the 
sun  from  on  high  that  his  heat  shall  no  more 
cause  death. 

But,  sir,  I  hold  that  if  you  adopt  this  amend- 
ment, and  you  could  get  three  fourths  of  the  States 
to  ratify  it,  it  would  not  be  obligatory  upon  the 
others  for  another  reason;  and  that  is,  that  you 
cannot  propose  this  amendment  to  all  the  States, 
as  contemplated  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  There  are  confessedly  some  eight  or 
nine  of  these  States  now  out  of  the  Union,  over 
which  the  Federal  Government  does  not  pretend 
to  exercise  control.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the 
clause  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  may 
propose  amendments,  which,  when  ratified  by 
three  fourths  of  the  States,  shall  become  a  part  of 
the  Constitution?  It  means  that  you  Shall  pro- 
pose those  amendments,  not  to  a  portion  of  the 
States,  but  to  all  the  States,  so  that  all  the  States 
may  have  the  power  to  act  upon  them.  I  ask 
you,  suppose  we  were  at  peace  to-day;  suppose 
this  revolution  had  never  occurred,  and  it  had 
been  considered  proper  and  necessary  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  to  change 
their  fundamental  law  by  makingamendments  to 
the  Constitution;  suppose,  in  reference  to  this 
matter  or  in  reference  to  any  other  matter,  you 
had  adopted  a  joint  resolution  proposing  those 
amendments,  and  you  submitted  them  to  three 
fourths  of  the  States,  and  not  to  the  other  one 
fourth,  and  that  they  had  been  ratified  by  three 
fourths  of  the  States,  would  you  tell  me  that  they 
would  be  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  Constitution 
because  they  were  ratified  by  three  fourths  of  the 
States? 

Hence  occurs  the  principle  with  which  I  started , 
that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the 
same  as  any  other  contract.  It  is  a  contract  be- 
tween the  States,  who,  in  the  language  of  Mr. 
Madison,  are  parties  to  it, and  the  plain,  evidetit, 
honest  import  of  this  clause  of  the  Constitution 
giving  the  power  of  ratification  to  three  fourths 


of  the  States  is  and  must  be  so  understood  by  all 
right-thinking  men,  that  all  the  States  shall  have 
the  power  of  pfissiiig  upon  that  proposed  amend- 
ment, of  ratifying  or  rejecting  it,  and  that  if  any 
Slate  is  denied  that  privilege,  if  your  amendment 
is  not  proposed  to  any  State,  it  cannot  operate 
upon  that  State,  because  it  would  be  in  violation 
of  the  just  terms  and  fair  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution.  The  correctness  of  this  principle 
would  not  be  denied  at  all  in  reference  to  a  con- 
tract between  parties  in  a  court. 

Then  I  say  you  cannot  propose  to  or  have  your 
proposition  acted  on  by  a  portion  of  the  States, 
because  you  have  actually  declared  them  a  hostile 
power,  and  are  engaged  in  a  war  with  them.  You 
have  recognized  as  between  you  and  those  very 
Slates  belligerent  rights.  This  only  shows  the 
impropriety  of  this  proposition  at  the  present 
time.  If  you  wish  to  make  an  amendment  fb  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be 
binding  and  obligatory  in  all  future  time  upon  the 
parties  to  that  Constitution,  why  not  wait  till 
peace  is  restored;  why  not  wait  till  passion  ceases 
to  inflame  the  breast  and  madness  to  warp  the 
judgment  and  craze  the  brain  of  men  ?  The  fun- 
damental law  of  a  great  people  should  never  be 
changed  amid  the  shock  of  arms.  Reason  should 
sit  calmly  on  her  throne;  judgment  should  be 
brought  to  the  "line"  before  acting  on  such  a 
question. 

But,  sir,  I  oppose  this  proposed  amendment  on 
another  ground .  It  is  impossible  for  it  to  be  rati- 
fied byavote  of  three  fourths  of  the  States.  The 
enator  from  Illinois,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  said  it  would  require 
twenty-eight  States,  and  he  named  the  States 
which  he  supposed  would  vote  to  ratify  it.  He 
included  all  the  adhering  States  with  the  excep- 
tion of  my  own,  and  he  thought  she  could  not 
stand  against  it.  Let  me  tell  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator that  if  the  resolution  is  passed,  I  do  not 
suppose  my  State  will  be  in  the  way  of  it;  not  be- 
cause she  will  approve  of  it;  not  because  the  ma- 
jority of  her  people  will  not  be  honestly  opposed 
to  it  and  would  not  vote  against  it,  but  because 
you  do  not  intend  that  they  shall  ever  act  upon  it. 
The  Senator  said  that  Maryland  had  inaugurated 
this  policy,  and  she  would  be  in  favor  of  it.  I 
have  some  acquaintance  with  the  people  of  that 
State.  She  will  agree  to  it,  just  as  the  Senator, 
if  met  by  a  highwayman,  solitary,  alone,  and  un- 
armed, presenting  a  pistol  at  his  head  and  de- 
manding his  purse,  would  agree  to  give  it  up. 

But  he  expects  to  receive  accessions  from  Ar- 
kansas, Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  and  Louis- 
iana in  favor  of  this  proposed  amendment.  I 
appeal  to  the  honorable  Senator,  would  he  have 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  and  get  up  in 
his  place  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  and 
declare  that  that  was  an  amendment  adopted  by 
the  people  of  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  North  Car- 
olina, or  Louisiana,  if  the  election  were  to  be  held 
at  the  present  time?  Does  the'  Senator  believe 
that  if  the  people  of  those  States  were  free  to  act, 
and  could  pass  upon  his  proposed  amendmentac- 
cording  to  their  wish  or  judgment,  there  would 
be  one  man  in  ten  who  would  vote  to  ratify  it? 
It  is  impossible  for  the  Senator  so  to  believe. 

What  is  your  government  in  Arkansas,  in 
Louisiana,  and  in  Tennessee?  Take  away  your 
soldiers,  and  there  would  be  scarcely  one  man  in 
fifty  in  either  of  those  States  that  would  either 
approve  your  amendment  or  recognize  your  au- 
thority. And  yet  the  Senator  would  affect  the 
rights  of  nearly  one  half  of  what  was  once  this 
Union  by  going  through — I  say  it  in  no  disre- 
spect to  the  honorable  Senator,  but  I  say  it  be- 
cause I  believe  it  and  think  it — going  through  the 
farce  of  an  election  under  military  control  and 
restraint,  and  then  come  in  the  presence  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  and  before  the  people 
of  the  country  and  of  the  world,  and  proclaim  that 
the  people  of  three  fourths  of  the  States  of  the 
Union,  in  the  spirit  which  their  fathers  intended 
them  to  act  and  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  judg- 
ments and  their  opinions  as  guarantied  to  them' 
_by  their  fathers,  have  agreed  to  amend  their  Con- 
stitution and  forever  hereafter  wipe  out  the  foul 
blot  of  slavery  ! 

Mr.  President,  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  this 
except  one  thing,  and  that  you  may  accomplish. 
You  may  succeed  by  such  an  amendment  as  this, 
by  an  election — no,  not  by  an  election,  but  by  a 


farce  enacted  in  the  border  States  and  by  a  worse 
farce  enacted  in  some  of  the  seceded  Stales — you 
may  succeed  in  abolishing  slavery  in  the  Stales 
of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  and  Mis- 
souri. That  is  what  you  can  do.  You  can  suc- 
ceed in  injuring  those  who  never  tried  to  injure 
you;  but  unless  you  conquer  the  South,  uiiless 
you  subjugate  them,  unless  you  make  them  pass 
under  the  yoke  as  yoa  avow  yourpurpose  to  do, 
unless  you  take  bodily  hold  of  their  slaves  and 
draw  them  within  your  lines  and  keep  them  there, 
you  have  accomplished  nothing.  You  have  re- 
garded them  as  belligerents,  and  consequently  the 
slave  you  take  to-day  from  them  and  put  your 
uniform  upon,  if  he  is  recaptured  by  them,  is  not 
free,  though  proclamations  and  legislative  enact- 
ments may  so  declare,  but  is  a  slave  still,  and  not 
only  a  slave  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  he  is  in 
possession  of  his  original  master,  but,  by  asound 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  the  jus  postliminii, 
he  reverts  to  his  original  owner. 

But,  sir,  I  shall  not  pursue  the  speech  of  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  to  which  I  have  referred 
simply  to  show  in  a  few  words  the  unsoundness 
of  the  principle  which  he  assumes,  that  because 
slavery  exists  and  people  intermeddle  with  it  and 
have  brought  on  this  state  of  affair.s,  or  because 
those  who  were  interested  in  it  were  unreason- 
able in  their  demands  and  thereby  contributed  to 
such  a  result,  that  therefore  slavery  must  be  wiped 
out.  There  is  nothing  good  in  life  which  by  that 
mode  of  argumentation  and  reasoning  the  honor- 
able Senator  could  not  wipe  out  and  abolish  for- 
ever. The  very  food  which  man  eats  is  often  the 
agency  which  destroys  life;  and  the  reasoning 
would  be  just  as  sound  to  say  that  food  must  be 
destroyed  because  it  has  killed  men  as  that  sla- 
very must  be  abolished  because  intermeddlers 
with  it  have  brought  about  the  present  state  of 
affairs. 

I  believe  that  there  has  been  wrong  on  both 
sides  of  this  question;  that  the  abolitionists  of 
this  country  and  what  are  sometimes  called  the 
fire-eaters  of  the  South,  the  secessionists  per  se, 
have  been  co6pei;ators  and  coworkers  in  the  same 
damnable  cause;  that  history  will  judge  them  both 
criminal,  and  humanity  in  all  ages  of  the  world 
will  curse  their  memory.  Had  political  aboli- 
tionists refrained  from  intermeddling  with  the  just 
rights  of  the  South  in  respect  to  slavery,  there 
would  have  been  no  secessionists.  Abolitionists, 
therefore,  are  the  real  disunionists,  and  primarily 
responsible  for  our  present  troubles.  But,  sir, 
while  discussing  the  authority  of  this  measure,  I 
do  not  mean  to  be  led  into  a  question  of  party 
politics. 

As  was  said  in  reference  to  another  matter,  the 
subject  of  military  interference  with  elections,  by 
th'e  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
Howard,]  the  time  is  unpropitious  for  such  a 
measure  as  this.  Wait  in  hope  until  the  day  of 
peace  returns,  and  then,  if  it  is. found  necessary 
or  wise  in  the  judgment  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try to  attempt  changes  in  their  organic  law,  apply 
yourselves  to  that  high  office  in  the  same  spirit, 
with  the  same  singleness  of  purpose,  with  the 
same  honesty  of  intention,  with  the  same  fairness 
of  disposition,  and  with  the  same  lofty  patriotism 
in  which  it  was  formed  by  your  fathers. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  discuss  at  large  the  power  of  Congress  to 
propose  this  amendment  to  the  States.  1  find  in 
the  Constitution  as  it  now  stands  this  provision: 

"The  Congress,  whenever  two  thirds  of  botli  Houses 
shall  denin  it  necessary,  shall  propose  aincndmeiits  to  this 
CoMstiluUoii,  or,  on  the  application  of  the  Legislatures  of 
two  thirds  of  the  several  States,  shall  call  a  convention  for 
proposing  amendments,  which,  in  either  case,  shall  he  valid 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this  Constitution,  when 
ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the  several 
States,"  &c. 

I  understand  that  course  to  be  now  proposed. 
I  understand  that  Congress  is  about  to  propose 
to  the  States  certain  amendments  to  this  Consti- 
tution. I  understa?id  that  when  those  amend- 
ments shall  be  ratified,  if  they  ever  are,  by  three 
fourths  ofthe  States,  they  will  be,  in  the  language 
of  the  Constitution  now,  "  valid  to  all  intents  and 
purposes."  But,  says  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, you  cannot  amend  the  Constitution  in  this 
particular;  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  did  not 
anticipate  that  such  an  amendment  would  be  pro- 
posed. Has  the  Senator  from  Delaware  carefully 
considered  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution? 
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The  framera  of  the  Constitution  said  that  you 
might  amenil  it  in  this  way  and  it  should  be  valid 
to  all  intents  and  pui-|)Osesexce[it  in  three  parlic- 
ulais":  one  was  in  regard  to  the  slave  trade;  an- 
other was  in  regard  to  the  capitation  tax;  andtjie 
third  was  in  regard  to  the  equal  representation  of 
the  States  in  this  branch  of  Congress.  Why,  sir, 
article  five  of  this  Constitution  shows  conclusively 
that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  had  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  directly  under  their  thought  and 
control  when  they  said,  you  shall  not  amend  it 
in  regard  to  the  slave  trade  for  twenty  years,  but 
was  silent  as  to  everythingelse  in  regard  to  it,  and 
you  may  amend  it.  There  is  no  provision  here 
that  you  shall  not  abolish  domestic  servitude. 
TJicre  was  and  is  a  provision  that  you  should  not 
touch  the  slave  trade  within  twenty  years,  but 
you  might  abolish  slavery.  The  implication  is 
clear  and  forcible  that  you  may  do  it  whenever 
two  thirds  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  see  fit  to 
propose  the  amendment  and  threefourths  of  the 
States  to  accept  it. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  propose  to  pursue 
this  constitutional  argument.  1  propose  to  show 
that  the  great  evils  of  slavery  as  it  now  exists  in 
these  United  States  luive  arisen  from  this  very 
Constitution.  Yes,  sir,  slavery  in  the  United 
States  owes  its  giant  growth  to  the  Constitution; 
not  that  it  was  created  by  it,  for  it  existed  before, 
but  that  it  was  planted  in  it,  fenced  round  and  pro- 
tected by  it,  so  that  no  national  power  could  weed 
it  out  short  of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 
Sir,  this  fearful  destruction  of  life,  this  devasta- 
tion of  homes,  this  marching  and  struggling  of 
slaughtering  armies,  these  graves  by  Manassas 
and  Malvern  Hill,  by  the  Rappahannock  and  Rap- 
idan,by  theChickahominy  and  the  Chickamauga» 
by  Cedar  and  Lookout  and  South  Mountains,  at 
Shilohand  Murfreesboro',  at  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Hudson,  at  Wagner  and  James's  Island,  at  An- 
tietam  and  Gettysburg;  these  hospitals  with  their 
rows  of  sickened  and  maimed  inmates;  these  dead- 
houses  out  of  which  is  carted  away  the  dead  sol- 
dier, often  unattended,  to  rest  in  the  soil  he  gave 
his  life  to  defend;  these  "  widows' weeds,"  these 
"orphans'  tears,"  are  but  the  terrible  harvest 
from  the  immunities,  the  protection, and  the  cul- 
ture secured  by  the  Constitution  to  the  accursed 
institution.  And  there  is  another  harvest,  too, 
where  by  the  .shores,  and  in  the  bays,  the  rivers, 
ahd  the  roadsteads,  in  the  caverns  of  the  "  deep 
blue  sea,"  lies  many  a  sailor  boy  cut  down  by 
this  terrible  reaper. 

Mr.  President,  lam  not  no\v  about  to  call  to  ac- 
count or  blame  the  founders  of  this  Government. 
They  were  wise  and  patriotic  men.  They  were 
statesmen  of  broad  and  patriotic  views.  They  had 
greatdifficulties  to  contend  with,  and  in  the  main 
they  managed  them  with  admirable  skill  and  judg- 
ment. They  did  the  best  they  could, as  well,  per- 
haps, as  any  men  could  then  have  done.  The  form 
of  government  which  they  conceived  and  present- 
ed to  the  American  people,  with  its  admirable  di- 
vision of  State  and  national  powers;  with  itsgrant- 
ed  and  reserved  rights;  its  checks  and  its  balances; 
its  restraints  and  ample  resources;  its  generally 
clearly  marked  division  of  legislative, judicial, and 
executive  functions;  its  protection  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  with  its  guards  against  the  abuse  of 
power,  has  excited  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
Commentators  have  examined  and  illustrated  it; 
nations  have  copied  it; generations  liave  blessed  it. 
It  was  <)ne  of  the  crowning  glories  of  Washing- 
ton's life_that  he  presided  over  the  Convention 
which  devised  and  reported  it  to  the  people  for 
their  adoption. 

The  general  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try under  its  administration;  the  wonderful  de- 
velopment of  its  resources,  never  half  apprecia- 
ted until  now;  the  expansion  of  its  territory.;  the 
increa.se  of  its  population;  its  advancement  in 
intellectual  and  moral  culture,  as  well  as  politi- 
cal power,  all  attest  tlie  value  of  the  work  they 
achieved. 

Still  it  was  not  perfect.  It  could  not  be  so.  It 
was  of  human  wisdom,  looking  sharply  to  the 
future,  but  sometimes  failing  to"  pierce  the  vail," 
and  unable  to  provide  for  all  the  emergencies 
which  tnisdirectcd,  combined,  and  hellish  pas.sion 
orarnbition  should  create.  Nay,  it  rather  bore 
within  itself  the  Beeds  of  weakness  and  disease, 
and  secured  food  and  incitement  to  those  very 
puyuions  which  it  had  most  to  dread. 


Mr.  President,  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland  who  sits  nearest  me,  [Mr.  Johnson,] 
with  great  force  and  justice  the  other  day  declared 
that  "our  present  difficulties  were  the  awful  retri- 
butions of  Providence  upon  asiupendous  crime." 
They  are  so;  but  equally  true  is  it  that  they  are 
but  the  normal  growth  and  harvest  of  our  own 
planting.  Had  there  been  no  recognition  of  slavery 
in  the  Constitution ;  had  its  idea  and  substance  not 
been  admitted  or  allowed  there;  had  it  received  no 
countenance  or  protection  from  the  national  Gov- 
ernment; had  the  Constitution  provided  for  its 
gradual  extinction  in  the  old  States  and  its  utter 
exclusion  from  the  ne'w,  slavery  would  not  now 
have  sought  the  overthrow  of  that  Constitution 
which  has  ever  been  its  best  and  strongest  pro- 
tector. 1 

When  Washington  laid  asidethe  robes  of  office, 
he  besought  his  countrymen  to  cherish  the  Union 
they  had  formed.  Alas!  that  the  section  of  the 
country  in  which  he  lived,  his  own  Virginia, 
should  have  been  the  first  battle-field  with  those 
in  arms  to  overthrow  it;  and  that  his  own  home 
cantiot  now  be  safely  visited  by  Union-lovingmen 
without  throwing  out  a  picket  guard  to  protect 
their  liberties  and  their  lives. 

Alas!  that  in  Richmond,  the  capital  of  his  own 
State,  men  should  be  imprisoned  and  starved  till 
their  eye-lmlls  glare  upon  vacancy,  because  they 
will  fight  for  the  supremacy  of  that  Constitution 
which  he  so  counseled  them  to  cherish  and  de- 
fend; and  this,  because  in  the  very  instrument 
which  formed  that  Union  there  was  wrapped  up 
a  very  Pandora's  box  of  evil. 

Mr.  President,  certain  things  in  the  material 
world  cannot  exist  together  in  the  same  place  and 
at  the  same  time.  Fire  cannot  dwell  with  water. 
Thrown  together  they  hiss  and  sputter  until  one 
is  extinguished  or  the  other  evaporates  in  steam. 
So  of  acids  and  alkaline  salts.  They  foam  and 
effervesce  until  one  is  destroyed  or  both  are  neu- 
tralized. In  the  moral  and  political  world  there 
is  tiie  same  law  of  antagonisms:  vice  repels  virtue 
and  virtue  abhors  vice;  innocence  precludes  guilt 
and  guilt  shuts  out  the  very  idea  of  innocence; 
government  represses  anarchy  and  anarchy  over- 
throws government;  tyranny  destroys  liberty 
while  liberty  prostrates  tyranny;  freedom  strikes 
at  slavery  and  slavery  seizes  her  chains  and  en- 
deavors to  bind  them  upon  freedom.  Neither  will 
nor  can  rest  in  the  presence  of  the  other.  Both 
will  struggle  for  the  mastery  until  one  or  the  other 
must  succumb;  and  in  the  contest  they  are  "  like 
the  troubled  sea,  whose  waters  cast  up  mire  and 
dirt." 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution  forgot,  or  over- 
looked, or  disregarded  this  law  in  human  affairs. 
They  attempted  to  form  a  more  perfect  Union, 
and  yet  in  that  very  bond  of  Union  they  admitted 
antagonistic  forces  which  have  well  nigh  rent 
thatUnion  asunder.  They  established  justiceupon 
a  foundation  apparently  stable,  but  with  a  mate- 
rial in  it  so  unfitted. for  the  structure  that  it  has 
well  nigh  toppled  the  whole  to  destruction.  'They 
thought  to  insure  domestic  tranquillity  by  plant- 
ing together  seeds  of  discord,  which  have  ripened 
to  an  awful  harvestof  civil  warand  blood.  Seeking 
liberty  to  themselves  and  posterity,  but  denying 
it  to  an  inferior  and  subject  race,  they  have  nearly 
lost  it  to  both. 

"Can  a  man  take  fire  in  his  bosom  and  not  be 
burned.?"  No  more  can  man  admit  the  idea  of 
human  bondage  into  the  charter  of  a  free  Gov- 
ernment and  not  find  it  in  the  end  a  blackened 
scroll  crumbling  to  ashes  in  his  grasp. 

Sir,  Mr.  Madison,  with  scrupulous  care,  ex- 
cluded the  woj'iZ  "slave"  from  the  Constitution, 
but  by  a  fatal  mistake  allowed  the  thing  itself  to 
remain.  He  chased  away  the  shadow  but  left 
the  substance,  with  the  same  fatuity  that  would  in- 
duce a  parent  to  call  an  asp  or  a  .scorpion  a  pretty 
bird,  and  leave  it  to  stMig  his  offspring  to  death. 
True  it  may  be  and  is  that  hcand  his  compeers 
thought  slavery  would  gradually  die  out,  but  they 
little  knew  the  terrific  vitality  of  the  fiend  which 
should  so  grow  and  strengthen  that  in  seventy- 
five  short  years  of  the  nation's  life  it  should  wind 
itself  in  and  about  it  with  the  grasp  of  an  ana- 
conda, and  with  impious  breath  claim  it  was  of 
divine  sanction  and  origin. 

Here  is  the  issue  clearly  made  up  and  plainly 
stated.  Slavery  says,  "  1  am  of  God  and  eternal 
and  absolute  right;"  Liberty  cries,  "  You  are  of 


your  father  the  devil,  and  his  works  you  do." 
Now,  can  these  two  warring  forces  exist  togt'ther, 
and  did  not  the  framers  of  the  Coustitution  when 
they  admitted  into  the  charter  of  free  govern- 
ment the  idea  of  human  bondage  put  into  it  an 
element  of  unrest,  strife,  and  death? 

Let  us  consider.  Slavery  procures  its  recog- 
nition and  admission  into  the  Constitution.  It 
has  achieved  a  great  and  almost  fatal  work.  It 
has  nestled  into  the  very  bosom  of  the  nation's 
life.  It  has  secured  the  nation's  protection.  It 
has  allied  with  its  defense  the  nation's  arm.  It 
has  an  anchorage-ground  from  which  no  political 
gales  can  drive  it;  a  fortress  where  no  hostile  arm 
can  assault  it,  and  whence  it  can  go  forth  to  se- 
cure new  triumphs  as  the  nation  advances  in  ter- 
ritorial power.  True,hername  is  notin  the  Con- 
stitution; but,  alas  I  she  is  there — there  in  vigor 
and  strength — and  in  the  very  first  article  of  that 
instrument  she  provides  for  her  representation  in 
Congress,  where  her  voice  and  her  votes  have 
been. of  signal  potency.  She  gained  at  a  bound 
the  legislative  hall,  and  ever  since  has  sat  and 
hissed  and  writhed  about  tlie  nation's  limbs. 
True,  again,  her  name  was  not  in  the  instrument, 
but  her  power  was  there. 

For  years  before  she  had  freighted  ships  from 
Africa  to  these  shores,  laden  with  human  beings, 
to  endure  the  tortures  of  the  middle  passage,  and 
if  they  escaped  those  to  be  forever  bondmen  and 
bondwomen.  She  .said  these  men  "have  no 
rights  which  the  white  man  is  bound  to  respect;" 
and  she  demanded  in  that  instrument  that  this 
inhuman  traffic  should  not  be  prohibited  to  her 
for  twenty  years  and  more,  and  that  she  might 
have  time  and  leisure  and  opportunity  to  fill  the 
land  with  slaves  before  any  prohibition  beyond 
•a  nominal  tax  could  be  laid  upon  the  trade.  Waa 
slavery  to  die  out?  So  said  and  so  I  think  be- 
lieved the  fathers;  but  why,  then,  this  provision 
for  an  unlimited  supply  of  victims  for  twenty 
years,  upon  which  she  could  feed  and  fatten  and 
increase  ?  True,  again,  her  name  was  not  in  the 
instrument.  But  see,  slaves  will  runaway.  Man, 
black  or  white,  does  not  love  bondage;  God  has 
made  him  free,  and  if  chains  are  put  upon  him, 
upon  opportunity  given  he  will  slip  them  off  and 
escape.  Who  shall  return  him?  Shall  he  be 
free?  "  In  nowise,"  says  the  Constitution;  "he 
shall  not  thereby" — that  is,  by  running  away 
to  another  State — "be  discharged  such  service 
or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of 
the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be 
due."  Delivered  up?  By  whom?  By  the  United 
States,  said  those  who  interpreted  the  law.  And 
thus  by  this  Constitution  slavery  assumed  mon- 
strous functions  and  powers.  She  could  sit  by 
the  sea-side,  and,  reaching  her  hundred  arms 
across  the  Atlantic,  sweep  the  wretched  coasts  of 
Africa  and  draw  to  herself  the  miserable  beings 
whom  she  could  seize  and  fetter.  She  could  then 
turn  inland,  and  if  any  of  her  panting,  sweating, 
bleeding  victims  escaped  from  her  house  of  bond- 
age she  could  demand  the  aid  of  the  Government 
with  all  its  power  to  return  the  fugitive  to  her 
clutch;  and  then  she  could  ascend  into  the  halls 
of  legislation  to  demand  new  guarantees  and  to 
lash  with  her"  scorpion's  tail"all  who  questioned 
her  right  or  spoke  of  her  with  other  than  the  most 
obsequious  respect. 

Such  was  slavery  in  and  by  the  Constitution. 
Such  are  now  its  provisions  in  regard  to  her,  save 
that  the  time  for  her  to  carry  on  her  cruel  foreign 
slave  trade  has  expired. 

Shall  she  keep  her  position?  Or  shall  she  be 
cast  out  as  a  demon,  and  forever  prevented  from 
again  entering  the  halls  of  justice,  the  Houses  of 
Congress,  or  the  national  domain? 

To  determine  more  fully  and  clearly  this  qtms- 
tiori  I  propose  to  examine  for  a  little  while  the 
history  of  slavery  in  connection  with  this  Gov- 
ernment; not  to  go  into  detail  or  inirticul.ir  acts, 
but  into  great  national,  historic  transactions, 
which  may  serve  to  show  how  carefully  she  has 
used  the  power  which  .she  gained  by  her  recog- 
nition in  the  Constitution. 

And  here  I  accuse  her  of  divers  and  sundry 
grievous  misdoings  for  which  she  richly  deserves 
to  die,  and  for  which  now  in  the  righteous  retri- 
butions  of  Providence  she  must  sulFer. 

Slavery  is  intrinsically  and  by  nature  gra.spiiig 
and  encroaching.  Her  animus  necessarily  is  hos- 
tile to   freedom  and  free  territory;   and  lience, 
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though  tlie  frameis  of  the  Govrrnment  hnd  ap- 
{)ropriated  the  territory  of  the  United  Stntes  to 
the  erection  ef  free  Slates,  no  sooner  was  she  in- 
stalled in  the  Consiitutioii,  and  Vermont  wns  ad- 
mitted as  a  free  State,  than  she  looked  about  for 
more  slave  States,  and  Kentucky  was  born  of  Vir- 
ginia, under  the  Conslilution,  a  slave  State. 

"To  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,"  says  the 
preamble,  was  ttie  Constitution  ordained  and  es- 
tablished. How  did  slavery  then  pervert  its  end 
and  aim  !  And  to-day  there  is  no  State  among  the 
non-seceding  States  so  wedded  to  this  institution 
as  this  first-born  slave  State  Kentucky.  Halt- 
ing in  her  patriotism,  limping  in  her  supjiort  of 
the  Government,  divided  betwixt  her  love  for  the 
Union  and  her  love  for  slavery,  preferring  to  sac- 
rifice her  white  sons  to  subdue  rebellion  rather 
than  put  her  slaves  in  the  Army,  she  is  a  most 
melancholy  spectacle,  showing  to  the  world  how 
low  this  accursed  weight  could  drag  down  the 
gallant  old  State,  how,  torpedo-like,  it  could  be- 
numb its  energies,  paralyze  its  efforts,  and  divide 
and  arm  its  citizens  against  themselves. 

Look  at  these  two  States  of  Vermont  and  Ken- 
tucky in  this  struggle.  How  nobly  did  the  Green 
Mountaineers  "  march  to  the  music  and  keep  the 
step  of  the  Union  !"  How  cravenly  and  unpa- 
triotically  did  the  gallant  Kentuckians  mount  the 

Clatform  of  neutrality,  and  leave  the  old  flag  to 
e  borne  and  upheld  by  other  hands  !  They  have 
nothing  to  choose  between  patriots  and  rebels! 
Mr.  President,  why  was  it,  and  why  is  it  so.' 
Plainly  and  simply  because  Vermont  had  no 
slaves,  and  Kentucky  had.  Amend  the  Consti- 
tution, make  slavery  impossible  in  Kentucky,  she 
will  be  more  patriotic,  and  will  in  the  end  rest 
happy,  quiet,  and  prosperous  in  the  Union,  and 
receive  an  untold  gain. 

If  all  the  new  States  admitted  after  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Constitution  had  been  free  States,  sla- 
very never  could  have  increased  as  it  has,  nay, 
must  rather  have  diminished,  and  we  should  have 
escaped  this  cruel  civil  war.  But-under  the  Con- 
stitution slavery  ran  a  race  with  freedom  to  secure 
a  slave  State  as  often  as  there  was  admitted  a  free 
State;  yes,  and  more;  for  the  first  half  century  of 
the  Governmentsix  fi-ee  States  were  admitted  and 
nine  slave  States:  Vermont  in  1791;  Ohio  in  1802; 
Indiana  in  1816;  Illinois  in  1818;  Maine  in  1820; 
Michigan  in  1837;  Kentucky  in  1792;  Tennessee 
in  1796;  Louisiana  in  1812;  Mississippi  in  1817; 
Alabama  in  1819;  Missouri  in  1821;  Arkansas  in 
1836;  Florida  in  1845;  Texas  in  1845. 

Mr.  President,  I  would  amend  the  Constitution 
and  banish  slavery  from  the  United  States  for 
that.  She  has  spread  herself  since  the  formation 
of  the  Constitution  over  millions  of  square  miles 
and  among  millions  of  people.  She  has  excluded 
from  that  territory  free  schools  and  those  insti- 
tutions of  learning  which  are  accessible  to  the 
poor,  and  thus  kept  the  people  in  comparative 
Ignorance.  She  has  degraded  labor  and  increased 
poverty  and  vice.  She  has  reared  an  aristocracy 
and  trampled  down  the  masses.  She  has  denied 
often  times  in  those  States  to  citizens  of  other  States 
their  rights  under  the  Constitution.  She  has  shut 
up  to  them  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  press. 
She  has  assaulted  them,  imprisoned  them,  lynched 
then),  expatriated  them,  murdered  them,  for  no 
crime,  but  because  they  testified  against  her.  She 
has  debarred  from  that  territory  most  of  the  im- 
provements which  mark  a  free  people.  She  has 
perverted  knowledge.  She  has  opened  in  parts 
of  it  the  foreign  slave  trade,  and  obstructed  the 
punishment  of  the  kidnapper  and  the  pirate.  In 
other  parts  she  has  degraded  the  people  to  the  in- 
famous business  of  raising  negroes  for  sale,  and 
living  upon  their  increase.  She  has  practiced  con- 
cubinage, destroyed  the  sanctity  of  marriage,  and 
sundered  and  broken  the  domestic  ties.  She  has 
bound  men,  women,  and  children,  robbed  them, 
beat  them,  bruised  and  mangled  them,  burned 
and  otherwise  murdered  them.  To  their  cries 
she  has  turned  a  deaf  ear,  to  their  complaints  shut 
the  courts,  and  taken  from  them  the  power  to 
testify  against  their  oppressors.  She  has  com- 
pelled them  to  submit  in  silence  and  labor  in  tears. 
She  has  forbidden  their  instruction,  and  mocked 
them  with  the  [irelense  she  was  christianizing 
them  through  suffering. 

She  has  devised  and  set  up  the  doctrine  of  State 
rights,  denying  that  her  people  owed  allegiance  to 
the  national  Government,  thus  weakening  their 
attachment  to  it  and  sapping  its  foundations. 


She  has  claimed  to  nullify  the  acts  of  Congress 
and  to  yield  obedience  to  those  only  which  she 
chose  to  obey. 

She  agreed  to  a  division  of  the  national  domain 
by  the  line  of  36°  30',  abided  by  it  till  she  had  ap- 
propriated the  part  assigned  to  her,  then  abro- 
gated it,  and  filled  Kansas  with  fraud,  violence, 
and  blood  to  secure  the  rest. 

She  stole  into  Texas,  caused  it  to  rebel  against 
Mexico,  and  then  erected  it  into  a  slave  State  in 
the  Union,  and  made  the  nation  pay  the  debts  of 
the  adventure. 

She  made  war  again  on  Mexico  for  more  terri- 
tory; and  when  California,  a  part  of  the  territory 
obtained  by  the  war,  asked  to  be  admitted  as  a 
free  State,  she  refused  her  assent  until  appeased 
by  new  compromises. 

She  went  into  the  court,  and, 
"  Squat  like  a  toad," 
she  whispered  into  the  ear  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate that  the  negro  had  no  "  rights  which  the 
white  man  was  bound  to  respect."  She  caused  the 
court  to  deny  him  the  rights  of  a  citizen,  and, 
breaking  down  the  old  landmarks,  drive  him  from 
the  Justice-hall  a  castaway  without  aid  and  with- 
out hope.  Failing  to  elect  a  President  agreeable 
to  herself,  she  prepared  to  revolt.  She  sent  as- 
sassins to  murder  the  Chief  Magistrate-elect  on 
his  way  to  the  capital.  She  emptied  the  Treas- 
ury; she  sent  away  the  Army  and  the  Navy; 
she  transferred  arms  from  the  North  to  the  south- 
ern arsenals,  and  stole  them  when  they  reached 
there;  she  beleaguered  and  assaulted  and  cap- 
tured the  fortifications  of  the  United  States;  she 
threatened  the  capital;  she  burned  bridges  to  ob- 
struct the  arrival  of  succor;  she  shot  down  Union 
soldiers  in  the  streets  of  Baltimore;  she  has  set 
armies  in  the  field,  and  she  now  seeks  the  nation's 
life  and  the  destruction  of  the  Government.  To 
this  end  she  has  waged  this  war  of  rebellion  three 
long  years,  and  will  continue  to  wage  it  till  sub- 
dued by  superior  force  and  arms. 

Mr.  President,  this  rebellion  is  slavery  in  arms; 
and  slavery  is  the  ward  if  not  the  child  of  the 
Constitution.  Right  well  has  the  guardian  dis- 
charged the  trust.  But  the  creature  thus  pro- 
tected and  warmed  into  life  has  stolen  to  the 
bosom  of  its  protector  and  aimed  its  dagger  at  the 
life  of  the  Government.  Sir,  it  is  time  this  dis- 
astrous relation  should  cease.  Let  the  letters  of 
guardianship  be  revoked.  Reviewing  this  his- 
tory and  recounting  this  catalogue  of  crimes,  let 
Senators,  Mr^  President,  tell  me  if  slavery  should 
longer  be  tolerated  in  our  Government.  Should 
it  not  cease  to  exist?  Should  not  the  Constitu- 
tion be  amended  so  as  to  entirely  forbid  and  pro- 
hibit it?  Nay,  sir,  can  any  one  for  a  moment 
suppose  the  wise  framers  of  the  Constitution 
would  not  have  provided  some  means  for  its  ex- 
tinction could  they  have  anticipated  the  hideous 
proportions  it  would  assume  or  the  atrocities  it 
would  commit  and  the  destruction  it  would 
threaten  ? 

And  here  let  no  one  tell  me  that  it  is  already 
dead,  for  it  is  not  so.  It  is  wounded,  sielc,  and 
it  may  be  of  little  value,  but  it  is  not  dead;  jt  is 
vital  in  every  part,  and  cannot  but  by  annihila- 
tion die.  It  exists  in  Virginia,  it  exists  in  Ken- 
tucky, it  exists  all  through  the  States  where  it 
formerly  existed, unless  it  has  been  extirpated  by 
the  action  of  one  or  two  States — Arkansas,  Vir- 
ginia, possibly,  and  Louisiana;  but  itis  notdead; 
and  if  you  do  not  make  a  final  finish  of  it  it  will 
rise  again  to  torment  and  to  punish  you  for  the 
loss  of  this  opportunity. 

I  would  not  only,  like  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, smite  it  on  every  occasion,  but,  as  the 
son  of  Jesse  did  to  the  giant  of  Gath,  I  would  cut 
off  its  liead  with  its  own  sword.  I  would  so  fight 
this  rebellion  as  to  finish  it,  and  1  would  make 
its  future  existence  forever  impossible  by  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

There  is,  Mr.  President,  an  essential  difference 
between  the  emancipation  of  slaves  and  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery.  The  act  of  Congress  of  the 
17lh  July,  1862,  set  free  certain  classes  of  slaves. 
The  President's  proclamation  of  January  1, 1863, 
proclaimed  freedom  to  those  of  certain  districts. 
Both  were  measures  of  emancipation.  They  con- 
cerned the  persons  of  slaves,  and  not  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery.  Whatever  be  their  force  and 
extent,  no  one  pretends  they  altered  or  abol- 
ished the  laws  of  servitude  in  any  of  the  slave 


States.  They  rescued  some  of  its  victims,  but 
they  left  the  institution  otherwise  untouched. 
They  let  out  some  of  the  prisoners,  but  did  not 
tear  down  the  hated  prison.  They  emancipated, 
let  go  from  the  hand,  but  they  left  the  hand  un- 
lopped,  to  clutch  again  such  unfortunate  creatures 
as  it  could  lay  hold  upon.  This  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  is  of  wider  scope  and  more 
searching  operation.  It  goes  deep  into  the  soil, 
and  upturns  the  roots  of  this  poisonous  plant  to 
dry  and  wither.  It  not  only  sets  free  the  [iresent 
slave,  but  it  provides  for  the  future,  and  makes 
slavery  impossible  so  longas  this  provision  shall 
remain  a  part  of  the  Constitution.  Sir,  this  amend- 
ment will  be  most  propitious.  On  all  the  slave- 
accursed  soil  it  shall  plant  new  institutions  of 
freedom,  and  a  new  or  regenerated  people  shall 
rise  up,  with  an  undying,  ever-strengthening 
fealty  to  that  Government  which  has  bestowed 
nothing  but  benefits  and  blessings. 

Even  to  old  Virginia,  beat  down  the  rebellion 
and  make  her  a  free  State,  prosperity  would  re- 
turn. Her  people  would  learn  to  labor,  and  she 
would  respect  its  dignity.  Commerce  would  cover 
her  bays  and  glide  into  her  noble  rivers;  products 
would  fill  her  marts  and  luxuriant  grains  wave 
in  all  her  fields.  With  amild  climate, arich  soil, 
abundant  harbors,  bays, rivers, and  water-courses, 
with  rich  and  undeveloped  mineral  resources,  she 
wolild  become  the  land  of  abundance,  and  on 
every  hand  would  grow  villages  and  towns,  with 
schools  and  churches,  and  all  the  institutions  of 
a  higher  civilization. 

But,  sir,  I  am  told  that  this  is  not  the  time  for 
such  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution.  Pray 
when,  sir,  will  it  come?  Will  it  be  when  the 
President  has  issued  more  and  more  calls  for  two 
or  three  hundred  thousand  men  of  the  country's 
bravest  and  best?  Will  it  be  when  more  fath- 
ers and  husbands  and  sons  have  fallen,  and  their 
graves  are  thicker  by  the  banks  of  the  rivers 
and  streamlets  and  hillsides?  Will  it  be  when 
there  are  more  scenes  like  this  I  hold  in  my  hand 
— an  artist's  picture,  a  photograph  of  an  actuality 
— of  a  quiet  spot  by  the  side  of  a  river,  with  the 
moon  shining  upon  the  water,  and  a  lonely  sen- 
tinel keeping  guard,  and  here  in  the  open  space 
the  head-boards  marking  the  burial-places  of  many 
a  soldier  boy,  and  an  open  grave  to  receive  another 
inmate,  and  underneath  the  words,  "All  quiet  on 
the  Potomac?  "  [Exhibiting  a  photograph  to  the 
Senate.]  Will  it  be  when  such  scenes  of  quiet 
are  more  numerous,  not  only  along  the  Potomac 
bu t  by  the  Rapidan, .the  Chickahominy,  the  Stone, 
the  Tennessee,  the  Curnberland,  the  Big  Black, 
and  the  Red?  Sir,  now,  in  my  judgment,  is  the 
time,  and  the  fitting  time.  Never  until  now  could 
this  amendment  have  been  carried,  and  now  I  hope 
and  believe  it  can.  "  Whom  the  gods  would  de- 
stroy they  first  make  mad." 

Maddened  by  its  profits,  its  growth,  and  its 
strength,  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  slavery,  to 
found  an  empire  on  its  hateful  basis,  eleven  of  the 
slave  States  have  revolted  from  and  armed  them- 
selves against  this  Government.  In  theory  and 
lawno  State  can  secede  from  this  Union.  They 
are  bound  in  indissoluble  constitutional  ties;  but 
actually,  and  in  fact,  these  States  have  broken 
away  from  the  Union;  they  are  practically  out  of 
it;  they  take  no  part  in  it,  and  we  have  no  control 
over  them ,  except  so  far  as  we  have  taken  and  now 
hold  the  country  by  force  of  arms.  They  are 
revolted  States.  There  remains  to  us  the  right 
to  compel  them  to  submit,  to  reduce  them  under 
the  sway  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  and 
we  mean  to  do  it.  But  what  has  been  the  effect 
of  this  revolt  and  separation  on  slavery? 

Slavery's  strongest  and  safest  guarantees  were 
in  the  Constitution,  and  its  supporters  were  mad 
wlien  they  cast  away  and  threw  off  those  guaran- 
tees. Remaining  in  the  Union,  no  one  would 
probably  have  moved  for  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  Loyal  to  the  Government,  hostile 
armies  would  not  have  set  free  their  slaves,  nor 
laws  nownecessary  and  expedient  have  authorized 
their  employment  against  their  masters  in  arms. 

But  now,  sir,  every  free  State  will  gladly,  it  is 
hoped  and  believed,  vote  for  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. Most  would  rejoice  to  do  it;  while  num- 
bers of  ihe  slave  States,  aghast  at  the  miseries  of 
secession  and  the  horrors  of  this  cruel  civil  war, 
recognizing  slavery  as  the  cause  of  all  this  dis- 
turbance and  all  these  woes,  would  be  among  the 
foremost  to  sweep  it  forever  away. 
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Now,  sir,  is  the  time  to  do  it.  And  not  only 
is  now  the  time,  but  the  necessity  and  the  duty 
of  doing  it  are  upon  us.  We  can  have  no  per- 
manent peace  nor  restored  Union  until  it  is  done. 

Thercare  those  who  cry  "The  Union  as  it  was 
and  the  Constitution  as  it  is!"  But  I  am  free  and 
bold  to  confess  that  I  am  for  a  Union  without  sla- 
very, and  an  amended  Constitution  making  it  for- 
ever impossible.  This  revolt  was  to  preserve 
slavery,  and  we  shall  failof  our  whole  duty  if  we 
do  not  remove  the  inciting  cause.  To  restore  this 
Union  with  slavery  in  it  when  we  have  subdued 
the  rebel  armies,  would  be  again  to  build  your 
house  on  its  smoking  ruins  when  you  had  not  put 
out  the  fire  which  burned  it  down. 

If  the  dire  calamities  now  befalling  us  be  the 
•'retributions  of  Providence  upon  a  stupendous 
crime,"  what  mad  folly  to  hug  that  crime,  and 
seek  to  avoid  its  future  punishment!  "  Let  my 
people  go."  But  Pharaoh  would  not  let  them  go; 
and  then  came  sufferings,  and  plagues,  and  the 
smiting  of  the  first-born.  Oh!  how  many  of  our 
first-born  have  been  smitten  and  fallen.  Let  us 
be  wise  and  heed  the  teaching.  There  is  a  Prov- 
idence in  the  great  events  now  transpiring.  The 
people  see  the  hand.  It  points  the  way.  They 
are  filled  with  hope  and  faith.  They  follow  the 
pillar  and  the  cloud, and  will  struggleand  endure. 

I  know,  Mr.  President,  that  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion  will  necessarily  wound  and  maim  sla- 
very. I  know  that  every  victory  over  the  rebels 
is  a  victory  also  over  the  cause  of  the  rebellion, 
and  I  know,  loo,  that  the  arming  of  the  slaves 
will  make  the  future  enslaving  of  these  men  and 
their  kindred  well  nigh  impossible;  but  slavery 
will  still  exist,  not  in  much  vigor  or  strength,  but 
in  the  root  and  principle.  This  amendment  will 
dig  out  the  root  and  repudiate  the  principle. 

Mr.  President,  in  a  quiet  church-yard,  near  his 
home,  is  the  grave  of  a  soldier  who  returned  to 
die.  At  the  head  of  his  grave  is  a  marble  slab, 
and  on  it  these  few  but  expressive  words,  "Mus- 
tered out."  Let  both  Houses  of  Congress,  by  a 
two-thirds  vote,  recommend  this  amendment  abol- 
ishing slavery,  and  let  three  fourths  of  the  States, 
burying  slavery  by  their  ratification,  come  and 
write  its  epitaph  on  the  Constitution,  "  Mustered 
out." 

The  soldier  was  •'  mustered  out,"  we  trust,  to 
enlist  again  in  the  shining  cohorts  in  advance  of 
earth's  extreme  picket  line,  but  let  this  be  "  mus- 
tered out"  to  go,  like  Judas,  to  its  own  place. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Sher- 
man.) The  question  is  on-  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Davis]  to  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  withdraw  thatamendment, and 
offer  this  one  which  I  now  send  to  the  Chair. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  as  now  mod- 
ified will  be  read. 

TheSecretaryread  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"namely,  "in  line  eight  of  the  committee's  amend- 
ment, and  insert: 

No  neg»o,  or  person  whose  mother  or  grandmother  is  or 
was  a  negro,  shall  he  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  be 
eligible  to  any  civil  or  military  office,  or  to  any  place  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States. 

Mr.  DAVIS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered,  and  taken  with  the  following 
result: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Davis,  Powell,  Rid- 
dle, and  Sauldbury — 6. 

NAYS — Messrs.  IJrown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Cowan,  Dix- 
on, Dooliitle,  Ffsscnden,  Foster,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris, 
Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
McDougall,  Morpan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  llamscy,  Sherman, 
Sumner,  Ten  Kyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  and 
Wilson— 28. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (when  his  name  was  called) 
voted  "  yea;"  but  before  the  result  was  announced 
said:  I  am  not  sure  that  I  understood  the  propo- 
«ilion  on  which  I  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  a  propo- 
sition to  strike  out  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee,  and  to  insert  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  in  lieu  of  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then  I  vote  "nay."  1 
thought  it  was  nn  independent  proposition. 

Mr.  VAN  WINKLE.  I  wish  to  state  that 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Willey]  has  gone  awny,  sup- 
posing that  no  vote  would  be  taken  this  after- 
noon. 

The  FRESFDING  OFFICER  announced  the 
vote — yeas  C,  nays  28;  not  a  quorum  voting. 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  that  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  be  directed  to  request  the  attendance  of 
absent  Senators. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  perfectly  useless, 
let  me  suggest  to  the  Senator,  because  they  are 
not  obliged  to  come.  It  is  now  after  four  o'clock, 
and  I  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  think  it  is  use- 
less, on  the  ground  that  the  Senator  from  Maine 
suggests,  that  they  are  not  obliged  to  come.  Cer- 
tainly Senators  will  not  wait  to  be  compelled  to 
be  brought  to  the  Senate  when  they  are  notified 
that  we  are  without  a  quorum.  I  should  think 
when  they  were  so  notified  they  would  attend. 
At  any  rate,  we  might  as  well  make  the  effort  to 
secure  their  attendance 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Maine  submits  a  motion  to  adjourn;  it  is  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     1  renew  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senatorfrom  Michi- 
gan has  hardly  got  the  floor  for  that  purpose,  I 
think. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  will  not  persist  in  the 
motion  if  there  is  an  indisposition  in  the  Senate  to 
take  measures  to  secure  the  presence  of  a  quorum; 
but  I  think  we  ought  to  have  an  understanding 
that  Senators  shall  stay  here  to  transact  the  pub- 
lic business.  If  we  be  left  every  day  without  a 
quorum  at  this  hour  of  the  day,  I  do  not  know 
when  we  shall  be  able  to  get  through. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  only  understanding 
we  can  have  is  the  understanding  that  gentlemen 
shall  stay  here  until  the  Senate  adjourns,  and  not 
go  away  and  leave  us  in  this  condition.  We  have 
no  power  to  compel  their  attendance,  and  by  the 
attempt  to  do  so  now  we  should  only  waste  con- 
siderable time  and  then  adjourn.  I  think  the  only 
remedy  is  lo  call  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  let  it 
appear  on  the  record  who  are  the  absentees,  who 
prevent  the  business  of  the  Senate  from  being 
done,  and  then  leave  it  to  the  sense  of  gentlemen 
at  this  period  of  the  session  whether  they  will 
remain  or  not. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  desire  to  address  the  Sen- 
ate upon  the  constitutional  amendment  which  is 
proposed.  It  is  too  late  in  the  day  now,  and  I 
am  so  situated  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  do  it  to- 
morrow, because  I  am  under  an  engagement  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  I  now 
move  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  intending,  if  the 
Senate  will  permit  me,  to  address  them  on  Satur- 
day, if  they  sit  on  Saturday,  or  on  Monday.  1 
move  now  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  31,  1864, 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer  by 

the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  appro  ved. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Mr.  ELIOT  asked  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Deming  for  ten  days  after  to-morrow. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS  IN  CALIFORNIA.. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
report  back  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
a  Senate  bill  (No.  80)  having  reference  to  Indian 
aft'airs  in  California,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
the  same  acted  on  now. 

The  bill  was  read  for  information. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  do  not  desire  to  make  any 
objection  to  this  bill  being  acted  on  now,  if  an 
opportunity  is  had  for  obtaining  the  necessary 
information  upon  which  the  House  can  act.  This 
is  a  Senate  bill.  I  desire  to  submit  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  California  some  inquiries  in  refer- 
ence to  the  system  which  now  prevails  in  that 
State.  This  bill  provides  for  the  organization  of 
the  State  of  California  into  a  single  district  for 
the  purposes  of  Indian  supcrintendency.  It  then 
proposes  to  subdivide  the  State  into  four  such 
8ub-8uperintendencies,  and  the  appointment  of  a 
superintendent  for  each  one  of  those  reservations; 
and  fixes  the  salary  of  the  general  siiperiittend- 
eiit  at  jj.3,600  per  annum,  and  that  of  llic  sub- 
superinteiidenis  (it;JI,800  per  annum.     I  desire 


to  know  of  the  gentleman  in  what  manner  that 
region  of  country  is  now  divided  for  the  purpose 
of  the  superintendence  of  Indian  aflR.iirs,and  the 
salaries  now  paid. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  The  State  of  California  is 
now  divided  into  two  superiniendei>cies,and  there 
are  two  superintendents  in  the  State.  Thercare 
four  reservations,  and  the  agents  and  sub-agents 
mentioned  in  the  bill  now  fill  those  places  at  the 
salary  provided  in  this  bill,  $1,800.  This  bill  pro- 
poses to  consolidate  the  two  superiritendencies 
into  one,  giving  one  superintendent  the  control  of 
all  the  Indian  affairs  of  that  State,  thereby  saving 
to  the  Government  one  salary  of  jJ3,600  a  year. 
Therefore  the  Government  will  save  that  amount 
of  money;  and  the  reorganization  of  the  whole 
system  of  Indian  affairs  contemplated  by  this  bill 
will  save  a  great  many  thousand  dollars  aside 
from  that.  It  proposes  to  dispense  with  the  pres- 
ent reservations  and  locate  thein  in  a  different 
part  of  the  State,  more  conducive  to  the  interest 
of  the  Indians  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  v/liite  peo- 
ple. Those  reservations  will  sell  for  more  money 
than  new  lands  will  cost  under  the  direction  of 
the  Land  Office.  Asa  matter  of  fact  the  bill  looks 
to  the  interest  ofthe  General  Government  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  PiOLMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  tell  me 
what  is  the  present  number  of  Indians  within  that 
State,  and  to  what  extent  this  measure  is  recom- 
mended by  either  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  or  by  the  Secretary  ofthe  Interior? 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  cannot  inform  the  gentle- 
man what  the  numberof  Indians  is.  This  bill,  I 
understand,  meets  the  approbation  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  and  of  the  California 
delegation,  who  know  something  about  the  imper- 
fection and  absurdity  growing  out  of  the  Indian 
system  in  California,  as  well  as  of  a  great  many 
other  places.  We  propose  a  reformation  by  this 
bill,  and  if  it  becomes  a  law  it  will  be  a  reforma- 
tion in  this  Government  so  far  as  the  saving  of 
money  and  theinterests  of  the  Indians  are  con- 
cerned.    I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  reported, 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SHANNON  moved  to  reconsiderthe  vote 
last  taken;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JULIA  A.   AMES. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  report  back  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  272) 
for  the  relief  of  Julia  A.  Ames,  widow  of  Joint 
E.  Ames,  late  sergeantof  the  sixth  regiment  Mas- 
sachusetts volunteers,  who  died  of  injuries  re- 
ceived in  Baltimore  on  the  19th  of  April,  1861. 

The  bill,  which  was  read  for  information,  di- 
rects the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  place  the 
name  of  Julia  A.  Ames,  widow  of  John  E.  Ames, 
upon  the  pension  roll  at  the  rate. of  eight  dollars 
per  month  from  April  19, 1861,  to  continue  during 
iier  widowhood. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman whether  the  reason  for  reporting  this  bill 
is  because  it  is  a  special  case,  and  because  the 
sergeant  was  not  mustered  in  .■' 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Massachusetts.  As  the 
law  now  is,  there  is  no  way  to  cover  this  case 
except  by  a  special  law.  This  is  the  only  case 
ofthe  kind  we  have  acted  on. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  have  no  objection 
then  to  the  bill. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  reported 
back,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accordingly 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Massachusetts,  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote  last  taken;  and  also  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RAILROAD  TO  NEW  YORK. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  next  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  307,  to  de- 
clare certain  roads  military  roads  and  post  roads 
and  to  regulate  commerce;  on  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr. Garfield]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  would  let  that  bill  go  over, and  let  us  goon 
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the  currency  bill  at  once  and  finish  it.  This  bill 
will  come  up  next  in  order. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Does  that  meet  the  views 
of  the  gentleman  who  reported  the  bill? 

Mr.  DEMING.     1  have  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  move,  then,  that  the 
House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
•  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  do  not  quite  understand 
what  the  gentlemnn  desires  to  do. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Togo  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  currency 
bill.     This  bill  will  come  up  afterwards. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  would  ask  the  Charr  when 
it  will  come  up? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  answer  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  that  if  the  currency  bill 
should  be  finished  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  to-day  and  the  House  should 
conclude  the  voting  upon  it  to-day,  this  bill  will 
come  up  immediately  afterwards.  If  not,  it  will 
come  up  on  Saturday  morning. 

Mr.  Alley.  I  would  like  to  inquire  whether, 
if  this  arrangement  is  carried  into  effect,  it  will 
not  interfere  with  other  committees  reporting?  If 
so,  I  shall-object. 

The  SPSAKER.  It  depends  entirely  upon  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfield.]  If  he 
surrenders  the  floor,  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  a  right  to  move  to  go  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  withdraw  the  motion,  as 
I  understand  the  gentleman  desires  to  go  on  now. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  have  no  personal  desire 
in  the  matter;  but  that  seems  to  be  the  wish  of 
the  friends  of  the  measure. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  desire  to  ask  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  my  friend,  Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Connec- 
ticut, for  one  week  after  to-morrow.  He  is  a  lit- 
tle doubtful  about  going  away  without  leave  of 
absence  after  what  transpired  on  Friday  last. 
[Laughter.] 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted. 

RECIPKOCITY  TREATY. 

Mr.  WARD.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  give  way  to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.     I  yield  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  WARD.  I  desire  to  make  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  in  relation  to  the 
reciprocity  treaty,  with  a  view  to  have  the  joint 
resolution  and  report  printed  and  postponed  for 
some  two  or  three  weeks. 

Mr.  ALLEY.     I  object. 

RAILROAD  TO  NEW  YORK AGAIN. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Mr.  Speaker,  when  this 
subject  was  last  before  the  House,  I  submitted  a 
few  remarks,  but  the  morning  hour  expired  be- 
fore I  concluded.  I  then  undertook  to  show  by 
the  reports  of  the  Cluartermaster  General  and  the 
Postmaster  General  that  our  communications  be- 
tween this  city  and  the  city  of  New  York  were 
notoriously  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  general  public.  That  statement 
was  demonstrated  by  quotations  from  official  re- 
ports. 1  then  made  the  point  that  if  any  State 
prohibited  the  construction  of  more  than  one  line 
of  communication,  and  that  line  was  notsufficient 
for  all  the  business  required,  it  was  pro  tanto  an 
inhibition  of  transportation  across  that  State.  I 
showed,  I  think,  conclusively,  that  such  was  the 
fact  in  regard  to  transportation  across  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  and  that  the  prohibition  which 
now  exists  is,  in  fact,  a  refusal  to  grant  the  ne- 
cessary rights  of  transit  across  the  territory  of 
New  Jersey,  and  a  direct  interference  with  com- 
merce between  the  States. 

I  know  that  the  gentleman  who  preceded  me, 
[Mr.  Broomall,]  made  the  point  that  vjfliile  he 
was  in  favor  of  an  "  air  line"  or  direct  route  across 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  he  was  not  in  favor  of 
an  "elbow  line"  or  circuitous  route.  I  answer, 
if  the  route  is  a  circuitous  one,  it  cannot  be  com- 
petitive, unless  transportation  by  the  usual  route 
is  insufficient.  If  you  allow  that  it  is  insufficient, 
why  not  permit  the  use  of  the  circuitous  route 
rather  than  cripple  the  commerce  of  the  Country  ? 
But  the  new  roud  is  competitive,  because  the  old 
routes  arc  not  sufficient.  The  Government  has 
transported  over  the  "elbow  route"  during  the 
past  season,  .31,394  United  States  troops,  620 
horses,  (jnd  108  cur  loads  of  baggage  for  the  troops 


thus  transported.  The  road  is  a  competitive  route, 
and  a  New  Jersey  court  has  so  decided.  Why 
competitive?  Because  in  railroad  traveling  time 
is  a  more  important  element  than  distance,  and 
the  running  time  of  the  new  road  between  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York  is  ten  minutes  less  than 
that  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  between  the  same 
places.  It  is  true,  the  distance  is  twenty-three 
miles  greater,  yet  because  of  the  sparsely  settled 
country  through  which  it  passes,  there  are  fewer 
stopping  places,  fewer  hinderances  to  travel,  and 
hence  it  is  a  quicker  route.  It  does  its  business 
more  rapidly  and  promptly  than  the  Camden  and 
Amboy.  >• 

The  monopoly  complains  because  greater  facil- 
ities Imve'been  afforded  to  the  American  people. 
The  road  itself  has  furnished  testimony  of  its  in- 
ability to  meet  all  the  demands  of  commerce.  In 
a  document  which  its  directors  have  circulated 
among  the  members  of  this  House  they  attempt 
to  show  that  they  have  filled  all  orders  promptly 
and  thoroughly.  One  of  their  own  witnesses,  a 
captain  in  the  Army,  says: 

"  In  answer  to  the  several  interrogations  contained  in 
tlie  pencil  memorandum  wliich  you  lianded  me  yesterday 
I  liave  to  state  as  follows,  namely  : 

"Fourth  interrogation. — '  Oaniden  and  Amboy  railroad 
could  have  carried  more  troops  at  any  time  than  were  of- 
fered.' I  have  no  means  of  knowing  how  many  troops 
could  liave  been  carried  if  the  whole  facilities  of  that  road 
had  been  given  to  the  Governincnt ;  but  the  demands  at 
times  have  been  very  heavy,  probably  more  than  any  one 
road  in  this  or  any  other  country  could  have  met  without 
considerable  delay.  Troops  have  been  often  sentbysteam- 
ers  to  Washington  to  relieve  the  railroadsj 

•"D.  STIMSON, 
"  Captain  and  Assistant  ^uarlermasler." 

I  wish  to  ask  this  House  who  it  is  that  com- 
plains of  these  increased  facilities,  who  come.s 
into  court  and  claims  to  be  aggrieved?  It  is  the 
Camden  and  Amboy  railroad,  and  none  other. 

1  hold  in  my  hand  a  book  which  ought  to  be 
called  the  Register  of  Greatness  and  Official  Dig- 
nitaries, or  rather  the  Blue  Book  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey.  It  is  a  collection  of  the  reports  of 
the  Camden  and  Amboy  monopoly  from  the  form- 
ation of  the  company  to  the  present  time,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  such  another  book  cannot  be 
found  in  America  as  this.  The  monopoly  has 
taken  New  Jersey  under  its  protection.  Upraises, 
admonishes,  or  censures  New  Jersey  according 
as  she  follows  or  disregards  the  standard  of  the 
Camden  and  Amboy  monopoly  theory  of  polit- 
ical economy.  I  venture  to  say  a  parallel  cannot 
be  found  in  the  history  of  the  Republic  to  the 
records  of  this  book.  I  will  read  a  few  passages. 
In  1846  the  monopoly  issued  an  address  to  the 
people  of  New  Jersey.  It  tells  them  that  New 
Jersey  is  vastly  superior  to  her  sister  States  in 
the  management  of  public  concerns;  it  goes  on 
to  say  that  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  have 
foolishly  expended  money  in  building  public  im- 
provements and  developing  their  material  wealth, 
and  then  concludes  with  an  air  of  triumph,  as 
follows: 

"  New  Jersey  has  no  coal  lands  or  salt  springs  to  be  con- 
verted into  monopolies;  but  she  has  a  most  enviable  geo- 
graphical position  in  the  Union,  which  it  is  her  duty  to 
Improve  for  the  benefit  of  her  citizens.  She  has  done  so 
in  the  manner  deemed  most  advisable  and  profitable;  and 
has  reason  to  be  proyd  of  the  wisdom  which  dictated  her 
policy." 

She  has  "  improved  her  geographical  position"  hy 
creating  a  sweeping  monopoly  and  taxing  all 
freight  and  passengers  between  the  great  com- 
m.ercial  cities  of  Pennsylvania*  and  New  York. 
The  monopoly  congratulates  New  Jersey  on  her 
cunning  device  to  raise  taxes  without  cost  to  her- 
self. 

This  monopoly  is  sometimes  as  "  'umble"  as 
Uriah  Heep,  and  at  others  as  proud  as  Lucifer. 
When  it  wants  favors  from  the  Legislature  of 
New  Jersey  it  is  very  humble,  but  when  the  State 
wanted  favors  from  it,  it  has  been  exceedingly 
haughty.  In  1860  the  monopoly  came  before  the 
country  for  a  loan  of  j5i6,O0O,OOO.  To  secure  this 
on  reasonable  terms  it  became  necessary  to  ex- 
hibit the  resources  of  the  company.  I  will  read  a 
passage  from  another  of  the  company's  proclama- 
tions to  the  people  of  New  Jersey. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  this  monopoly  tells 
the  people  of  New  Jersey  that  it  relies  chiefly 
on  New  York  and  Philadelphia  for  the  money  it 
makes.  Now,  what  has  this  company  done?  It 
exhibits  its  conditicm  as  follows: 

"l.The  peculiar  advantage  of  their  geographical  po- 
sition. 3.  'i'he  extent  iitid  number  of  railway  lines  now 
belonging  to  the  Joint  companies  compared  with  their  sin- 


gle line  of  sixty-one  miles  in  1834.  3.  The  revenues  of  the 
companies  now  compared  with  the  estimate  of  probable 
revenue  in  the  infancy  of  their  enterprise. 

"The  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  which  are 
connected  together  by  our  canal  and  railways,  are  still  in 
advance  of  all  other  cities  in  the  United  States  in  wealth, 
population,  and  commercial  advantages.  It  has  been  upon 
their  growth  and  prosperity  that  we  have  chiefly  relied  for 
revenue  and  its  progressive  increase.  This  reliance  has 
not  been  indulged  unwisely."        *        *        »        *        * 

"  In  1834  the  net  income  of  the  company  was  $450,000. 
By  reference  to  the  annual  sworn  report  of  the  State  di- 
rectors, made  in  January,  1860,  to  the  Legislature  of  New 
Jersey,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  net  income  of  the  Camden 
and  Amboy  Railroad  Company  from  tliPirdifTerent  through 
lines  of  railway  was  !j-911,24a,  and  that  of  the  canal  com- 
pany was  $335,129 ;  in  all,  $1,246,371;  being  nearly  three 
times  greater  in  amount  than  the  original  estimates  of  in- 
come in  1834."        ******* 

"The  population  of  the  United  States  doubles  in  a  little 
over  twenty- three  years,  and  that  of  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  in  about  eighteen  years;  but  the  revenues 
of  the  joint  companies  increase  in  a  ratio  exceeding  that 
of  the  increase  of  the  population  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia; and  when  in  twenty-five  years  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  may  each  contain  two  million  people  and  the 
United  States  sixty  million,  the  annual  revenues  of  the 
joint  companies  may  be  safely  estimated  at  $5,000,000. 

"It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  there  is  not  on  the 
continent  of  North  America  any  railway  or  canal  franchise 
so  valuable  as  that  of  the  joint  companies.  They  possess 
a  capacious  canal,  itself  worth  more  this  day  than  the  whole 
amount  which  we  propose  to  borrow  upon  the  security  of 
the  united  companies. 

"  Tliey  are  proprietors  likewise  of  one  entire  through  line, 
and  of  two  thirds  of  a  second  line  of  railway  connecting  two 
great  cities,  the  commercial  emporiums  of  the  western 
world.  They  have  a  controlling  property  also  in  a  line  of 
railway,  more  than  one  liundred  miles  in  extent,  reaching 
into  the  coal  and  iron  fields  of  Pennsylvania,  the  products 
of  which  annually  augment  with  the  unbounded  demand 
wliich  is  ever  in  advance  of  their  supply. 

"The  interest  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  is  identified 
with  that  of  the  joint  companies  as  we  have  said  before, 
and  she  is  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  imposing  any  State 
tax  by  the  ample  revenue  which  she  derives  from  the  com- 
panies. 

"  New  Jersey  is  distinguished  for  the  conservative  char- 
acter of  her  people  and  her  legislation  ;  and  when  her  citi- 
zens have  invested  their  capital  in  works  designed  for  the 
public  benefit,  she  has  always  refused  to  impair  the  value 
of  a  franchise  devoted  to  such  objects  by  the  creation  of  a 
rival.  Efforts  indeed  have  within  the  pastthirly  years  been 
sometimes  made  to  induce  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey 
to  grant  charters  for  rival  railroads,  but  invariably  without 
success.  What  could  not  be  done  when,  in  the  infancy  of 
the  companies,  the  revenue  of  the  State  derived  from  them 
was  small,  need  excite  no  apprehensions  now,  when  the 
whole  expense  of  the  State  government  is  provided  for  from 
the  income  furnished  by  the  business  of  our  railroads  and 
canal." 

There  is  a  list  of  seventeen  names  appended  to 
this  official  report  of  the  company,  and  it  em- 
braces a  large  share  of  the  leading  politicians  of 
New  Jersey.  The  road  to  glory  in  that  State  ap- 
pears to  be  a  railroad.  Were  I  a  citizen  of  New 
Jersey  and  desirous  of  advancement  among  my 
fellow-citizens,  I  would  pray  all  my  friends  to 
get  me  appointed  brakeman  or  baggage-master, 
and  I  might  then  hope  to  be  promoted  to  Con- 
gress, and  ultimately  become  a  director  of  the 
company  that  controls  New  Jersey. 

Was  there  ever  anything  so  barefaced?  The 
monopoly  comes  here  boasting  of  wealth  unpre- 
cedented, of  rights  and  fi-anchises  unprecedented, 
and  that  it  draws  its  chief  wealth  from  citizens 
outside  of  New  Jersey,  because  that  State  has  a 
geographical  position  which  enables  her  to  make 
money  out  of  the  cities  of  other  States.  And  this 
is  the  party  which  comes  here  and  asks  its  to  for- 
bid the  Raritan  road  to  exercise  the  right  of  trans- 
portation between  New  York  and  Philadelphia! 

How  have  they  managed  their  matters  and 
made  their  money?  The  charter  of  their  road 
prohibited  them  from  charging  more  than  three 
dollars  passenger-fare  between  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  and  yet  from  the  year  1835  to  1849 
they  charged  four  dollars  in  the  face  of  the  law. 
In  1842,  however,  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey 
determined  that  one  half  of  all  the  company 
charged  above  three  dollars  should  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  New  Jersey;  in  other  words,  they 
said  to  this  company,  "  If  you  will  steal  give  us 
one  half  the  stealings;  we  really  cannot  help  your 
doing  it,  but  if  you  arc  bound  to  do  it,  give  us  one 
half. the  proceeds."  But  they  never  did  even  that. 

I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  another 
fact.  This  line  of  roads  between  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  is  ninety  miles  long,  and  the  pas- 
senger fare  is  now  three  dollars.  I  desire  to  com- 
pare this  with  some  other  rates  of  fare  as  I  find 
them  lately  quoted  in  a  daily  journal:  Camden 
and  Amboy  to  Philadelphia,  ^0  miles,  $3;  Hud- 
son river  to  Rhincbeck,  91  miles, $1  80;  Harlem 
to  Albany,  154  miles,  $3;  Erie  to  Port  Jervis,87 
miles,  |2  10;    Lackawanna  to  Stroudsburg,  90 
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miles,  ^2  55;  New  Haven  and  Hartford  to  Mer- 
idcn,  94  miles,  $2  34;  New  Haven  and  New  Lon- 
don to  Guilford,  94  miles,  $2  35.  All  the  routes 
save  one  are  longer  than  the  Camden  and  Amboy , 
and  some  of  them  chnrg;e  but  a  little  more  than 
half  as  much.  The  road  from  Harlem  to  Albany 
is  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  miles  lon^  and 
cliarges  just  three  dollars,  while  this  New  Jersey 
monopoly  charges  the  same  for  ninety  miles. 
They  have  violated  all  the  common  laws  of  whole- 
sale and  retail  trade,  it  is  generally  understood 
that  if  i  buy  a  pound  of  coliee  it  costs  me  more 
^-pro  rata  than  if  1  buy  a  thousand  pounds.  But  if 
you  travel  oni^ile  in  New  Jersey  you  are  charged 
less  per  mile  than  if  you  travel  ninety  miles.  U'he 
local  rates  within  the  limits  of  the  State  are  not 
half  so  great  as  the  through  rates  from  New  York 
to  Philadelphia  or  from  Philadelphia  to  New 
York.  It  is  by  this  kind  of  outrageous  violation 
of  all  the  laws  of  trade  that  New  Jersey  has  made 
her  money  out  of  this  country. 

Now  what  does  this  monopoly  ask  that  this 
new  road  wliich  has  opened  its  route  and  has  been 
transporting  United  States  troops  shall  do?  Here 
is  the  prayer  they  made  before  the  chancellor  of 
New  Jersey: 

"  My  first  point  wag  that  tlie  road  had  been  used,  by 
their  own  admission,  for  tlie  transportation  of  soldiers  and 
munitions  of  war  ;  the  I'act  that  they  allege  as  an  ample 
and  sufficient  excuse  is  that  this  was  done  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  I  insist  that,  no  matter  hy  vi'hose  order 
it  was  done,  it  was  a  transportation  of  passenger  and  freight 
by  railway  across  the  State  and  between  the  cities  in  every 
sense  of  the  words."  *  *  *  *  "By  which 
New  Jersey  is  robbed  of  her  tax  of  ten  cents  on  each  pas- 
senger." *  *  *  *  u  [  gay  it  is  no  defense 
whatever  if  they  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  when  we  call  upon  thetn  to  give  us 
the  money  they  made  by  it;  and  that  is  one  of  our  calls. 
They  have  no  right  to  get  an  order  to  dejirive  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  of  the  right  of  transit  duty,  wiiich  is  her  adopted 
policy." 

In  Other  words,  this  gigantic  monopoly  that 
reaches  into  the  heart  of  Pennsylvania  and  other 
States  and  draws  its  life-blood  from  them  de- 
mands that  this  new  road  which  has  served  the 
Government  in  the  transportation  of  troops  and 
munition.s  of  war  should  pay  over  to  this  monop- 
oly what  it  has  received  from  the  Government 
for  those  services. 

What  answer  did  the  chancellor  of  New  Jersey 
make  to  that  demand  of  the  monopoly .'  1  have 
his  answer  here.  He  decided,  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  Raritan  road  was  a  legal  structure  from 
Camden  to  Port  Monmouth — from  the  western  to 
the  eastern  line  of  the  State.  In  the  next  place, 
he  decided  that  no  passengers  or  freight  could 
be  taken  over  that  route  from  Philadelphia  to 
New  York.  What  kind  of  a  decision  is  that?  Is 
not  New  Jersey  thus  legislating  for  New  York 
and  Philadelphia?  New  Jersey  says  that  a  man 
may  go  by  this  route  from  one  border  of  the  State 
to  the  other,  but  he  cannot  go  beyond  her  bor- 
der. Did  any  one  ever  hear  of  such  a  decision? 
The  road  is  a  legal  one,  but  no  man  can  pass  over 
it  and  go  outside  of  the  State  because  he  will  not 
pay  the  Slate  the  revenue  which  she  derives  from 
her  established  arrangements!  That  is  the  de- 
cision of, New  Jersey;  and  if  it  is  not  legislation 
for  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  there  can  be  no 
such  thing  as  interference  with  the  legislation  of 
other  States.  Under  the  chancellor's  decision,  the 
Raritan  company  has  been  compelled  to  instruct 
its  agents  to  sell  no  tickets  to  any  one  unless  they 
know  of  their  own  knowledge  that  the  party  pui- 
ciiasing  is  not  going  through  the  State.  The  re- 
sult is  to  destroy  at  least  one  third  of  the  local 
business;  but  the  company  is  compelled  to  do  it 
to  save  iiself  from  further  injunction. 

I  ask  again,  what  rights  have  we  on  this  sub- 
ject? Why  does  this  matter  come  here?  Be- 
cause, in  obeying  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  transporting  troops  and  munitions  of  war, 
this  road  has  been  wronged;  and  it  comes  to  the 
Congress  of  the  nation  for  redress.  The  IVIili- 
tary  Committee  has  recommended  that  it  shall 
have  redress.  I  believe  no  gentleman  here  will 
deny  that  Congress  has  am  pic  power  to  establish 
military  roads,  to  establish  post  roads,  to  protect 
and  preserve  the  Government,  and  feed  its  armies, 
lint  there  is  another  power  which  should  not  be 
overlooked.  I  mean  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce between  the  States.  That  power  has  been 
declared  over  and. over  again  by  the  courts  tore- 
Hidf!  exclusivf'ly  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  not  in  the  Legislature  of  any  Slate. 
it  was  80  decided  in  Gibson  vs.  Ogdcn,9  Wheat- 


on,  and  in  the  Passenger  cases,  7  Howard,  and 
in  the  Wheeling  bridge  case,  18  Howard.  It  is 
a  decision  which  has  been  so  frequently  made 
that  no  gentleman  of  any  legal  learning  will  risk 
his  reputation  by  a  denial  of  it. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  something  more 
than  the  mere  statement  of  the  right.  We  have 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  that 
Congress  has  this  right;  and  if  any  person  orany 
power  on  earth  comes  in  to  deny  it.  New  Jersey 
is  the  power  that  has  no  right  to  make  that  denial. 
I  call  your  attention  for  a  moment  to  a  law  of  New 
Jersey  passed  February  4,  1831.  In  the  sixth 
section  of  that  act  she  says:  ^ 

"  Sec.  6.  Be  it  enacted.  That  vi'lien  any  other  railroad  or 
roads  lor  the  (ransporlation  of  passengers  and  property  be- 
tween New  York  and  Philadelphia  across  this  State  shall 
be  constructed  and  used  for  that  purpose  under  or  by  virtue 
of  any  law  of  this  Stale. or  the  United  Slates  authorizing 
or  recognizing  said  road,  that  then  and  in  tliat  case  the  said 
dividends  shall  be  no  longer  payable  to  the  State,  and  the 
said  stock  shall  be  retransferred  to  the  company  by  the  treas- 
urer of  this  State." 

This  law  required  the  acceptance  of  the  com- 
pany to  make  it  valid,  and  the  company  did  ac- 
cept it.  A  solemn  compact — New  Jersey  is  ad- 
dicted to  the  use  of  that  word — was  thus  made 
between  New  Jersey  and  the  company,  that  when 
Congress  shall  see  fit  to  authorize  and  establish 
a  road,  or  to  recognize  one  already  established, 
the  Camden  and  Amboy  Company  shall  lose  its 
special  monopoly  privileges.  There  the  parties 
not  only  admit  the  possibility  that  Congress  may 
do  it,  but  they  engage  in  a  solemn  compact  in 
which  that  very  action  of  Congress  is  acondition. 
And  that,  sir,  is  the  thing  I  desire  Congress  now 
to  do.  When  Congress  uses  that  power  the  mo- 
nopoly will  be  dead  forever. 

Not  only  so.  New  Jersey  took  another  step 
in  the  same  direction  in  1854.  She  extended  the 
monopoly  charter  ten  years.  Tiie  law  by  which 
it  is  extended  is  prefaced  by  the  most  extraor- 
dinary preamble  I  haveeverseen.  Itis  instructive: 

"WMiereas  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  has  granted 
to  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Kailroaii  Company  special  and 
exclusive  privileges,  in  consideralioii  ol,"  ^c.,  inc.  * 
*  *  *  "And  whereas  the  cxtingnishmciit  of  these 
privileges  is  a  matter  of  great  public  Importance:  'J'here- 
fore, 

"  -Be  it  enacted,"  &c. 

Mark  that!  The  extinguishment  of  these  privi- 
leges is  a  mark  of  public  impi-ovement;  thei'efore 
tee  extend  this  mono-poly  for  ten  years!  I  do  not 
very  much  admire  llie  logic  of  this  law,  but  I  do 
admire  the  preamble  exceedingly.  It  acknowl- 
edges by  the  voice  of  New  Jersey  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  public  concern  that  this  exclusive  privi- 
lege shall  be  extinguished. 

I  hope  Congress  will  listen  to  this  desire  of  New 
Jersey,  and  help  her  out  of  the  difficulty  by  the 
extinguishment  of  these  special  privileges. 

My  time  is  nearly  exhausted,  but  I  must  hasten 
to  another  matter.  Since  this  bill  has  been  before 
us,  and  since  1  last  had  the  honor  to  address  the 
House,  we  have  heard  from  the  Governor  and  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey  in  regard  to  this  bill. 
I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  1  read 
some  portions  of  the  proclamation  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  of  New  Jersey: 

"  In  the  consideration  of  this  queslion  two  inquiries  nat- 
urally arise:  l-'irst.  would  the  proposed  action  of  Congress, 
lfcoMsummated,afr(^ct  the  pecuniary  interests  of  this  State? 
Secondly,  and  t7u>/!j/,  would  such  action  infringe  upon  the 
sovereignty  of  the  State?"        ***** 

"  It  is  for  yon  to  i«(iuire  whether  the  proposed  action  of 
Congress  would  affect  the  interest  of  the  State  in  the  slock, 
dividends,  or  transit  duties  derived  from  said  companies. 

"But  the  pecuniary  interest  of  the  Slate  is  of  little  im- 
portance in  comparison  with  the  principle  involved,  and  I 
therefore  direct  your  attention  particularly  to  the  second 
inquiry,  before  mentioned.  New  Jersey  is  a  sovereign  State, 
and  it  is  our  duty,  by  eveiy  lawful  means,  to  protect  and 
defend  her  sovereignty,  and  to  transmit  unimpaired  to  pos- 
terity all  her  rights  as  they  were  received  by  her  from  our 
fatln-rs.  In  the  exercise  of  her  rightful  powers  .»hc  may 
build,  maintain,  and  manage  lines  of  public  travel  within 
her  territory,  and  she  may  grant  to  others  the  right  to  con- 
tract works  under  such  regulations  and  upon  such  condi- 
tions as  she  may  see  tit  to  impose.  When  the  States  en- 
tered into  the  national  compact  they  yielded  to  the  General 
(iovernmcnt  the  right  to  eslablish  post  rnads  for  the  con- 
veyance nf  mails, and  power  to  eonstinol  military  roads  in 
lime  of  war,  for  tlic  purpose  of  traiispiirtiUion  of  troops; 
but  even  these  roads  must  be  operated  by  the  Government, 
and  not  through  the  agency  or  for  the  benefit  of  private  cor- 
porations. A  law  of  Congress  to  exceed  the  powers  granted 
by  the  Stales  infringes  upon  the  r('served  rights,  and  de- 
tracts from  the  Stiite  L(;gislalures  a  portion  of  their  right- 
ful authorily."         ♦        ♦        *         *        *        *        «    ' 

"IjcI  it  Im!  distinctly  understood  by  those  who  would  in- 
flict nn  Indignity  upon  our  State,  tiiai  while  New  Jersey 
will  comply  with  every  legal  obligation  ami  will  respect  anil 


prolecl  the  rights  of  all,  she  will  not  permit  any  infringe- 
ment of  her  rights  without  resorting  to  rv<'ry  lawi'nl  means 
to  prevent  it.  ^  JOEL'I'AUKEK." 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  lifts  our  subject  above  cor- 
porations and  iTionopolies  to  the  full  height  of  a 
national  question;  I  might  almost  call  it  a  ques- 
tion of  loyalty  or  disloyalty.  I  have  only  to  say 
in  regard  to  the  language  of  this  proclamation  that 
if  his  Excellency  had  consulted  Calhoun  and  his 
resolutions  of  1833  he  would  have  its  doctrines 
stated  much  more  ably  and  elegantly.  He  calls 
upon  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  to  inquire 
whether  this  bill  will  take  away  any  of  the  reve- 
nue of  the  State,  and  how  it  will  affect  the  sov- 
ereign rights  of  New  Jersey.  He  says  J^ew  Jersey 
is  a  sovereign  State.  I  pause  therefor  a  moment. 
Mr.  Coleridge  somewhere  says  that  abstract  defi- 
nitions have  done  more  harm  in  the  world  than 
plague  and  famine  and  war.  I  believe  it.  I  believe 
that  no  man  will  ever  be  able  to  chronicle  all  the 
evils  that  have  resulted  to  this  nation  from  the  abuse 
■of  the  words  "sovereign"  and  "sovereignty." 
What  is  this  thing  called  "  State  sovereignty  ?" 
Nothing  more  false  was  ever  uttered  in  the  halls 
of  legislation  than  that  any  State  of  this  Union  is 
sovereign.  Consult  the  elementary  text-books  of 
law  and  refresh  your  recollection  of  tjie  definition 
of  "  sovereignty."  Speaking  of  the  sovereignty 
of  nations,  Blackstone  says: 

"  However  thej'  began,  hy  what  right  soever  they  sub- 
sist, there  is  and  must  be  in  all  of  them  a  supreme,  irresistr 
ible,  absolute,  uncontrolled  authorily  in  which  the  jnra 
summi  iifiperii  or  rights  of  sovereignly  reside." 

Do  these  elements  belong  to  any  State  of  this 
Republic?  Sovereignty  has  the  right  to  declare 
war.  Can  New  Jersey  declare  war?  Ithasthe 
right  to  conclude  peace.  Can  New  Jersey  con- 
clude peace?  Sovereignty  has  the  right  to  coin 
money.  If  theLegislaiure  of  New  Jersey  should 
authorize  and  command  one  of  its  citizens  to  coin 
a  half  dollar,  that  man  if  he  made  it,  though  it 
should  be  of  solid  silver,  would  be  locked  up  in 
a  felon's  cell  for  the  criine  of  counterfeiting  the 
coin  of  the  real  sovereign.  A  sovereign  has  the 
right  to  make  treaties  with  foreign  nations.  Has 
New  Jersey  the  right  to  make  treaties?  Sover- 
eignty is  clothed  with  the  right  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  States.  New  Jersey  has  no 
such  right.  Sovereignty  has  the  right  to  put 
ships  in  commission  upon  the  high  seas.  Should 
a  ship  set  sail  under  the  authority  of  New  Jersey 
it  would  be  seized  as  a  smuggler,  forfeited,  and 
sold.  Sovereignty  has  a  flag.  But,  thank  God, 
New  Jersey  has  no  flag;  Ohio  has  no  flag.  No 
loyal  State  fights  under  the  "  lone  star,"  the 
"  rattlesnake,"  or  the  "palmetto  tree."  N(J  loyal 
State  of  this  Union  has  any  flag  but  "  the  banner 
of  beauty  and  glory,"  the  flag  of  the  Union. 
These  are  the  indispensable  elements  of  sover- 
eignty. New  Jersey  has  not  one  of  them.  The 
term  cannot  be  applied  to  the  separate  States 
only  in  a  very  limited  and  restricted  sense,  re- 
ferring mainly  to  municipal  and  police  regula- 
tions. The  rights  of  the  States  should  be  jeal- 
ously guarded  and  defended.  But  to  claim  that 
sovereignly  in  its  full  sense  and  meaning  belongs 
to  the  States,  is  nothing  better  than  rankest  trea- 
son. Look  again  at  this  document  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Jersey.  He  tells  you  that  the 
States  entered  into  the  "national  compact."  Na- 
tional compact!  I  had  supposed  that  no  Gov- 
ernor of  a  loyal  State  would  parade  this  dogma 
of  nullification  and  secession  which  was  killed 
and  buried  by  Webster  on  the  16ih  of  February, 
1833.  There  was  no  such  thing  as  a  sovereign 
State  making  a  compact  called  a  conslitiition. 
The  very  language  of  the  Constitution  is  decisive: 
"  Wc,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  do  ordain 
and  establish  this  Constitution."  The  States  did 
not  make  a  compact  to  be  bi-oken  when  any  one 
pleased,  but  the  people  ordained  and  established 
the  Constitution  ofa  sovereign  Republic;  and  woe 
be  to  ariy  corporation  or  State  that  raises  its  hand 
against  the  majesty  and  power  of  this  great  na- 
tion. 

This  proclamation  closes  with  a  determination 
to  resist  this  legislation  of  Congress.  This  itself 
is  another  reason  why  1  ask  this  Congress  lo  ex- 
ercise its  right  to  rebuke  this  resurrected  spirit  of 
nullification.  Thegentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Hroomai.i,]  lells  us  that  New  Jersey  is  a 
loyal  Stale,  and  her  citizens  arc  Ij)  the  Army.  I 
am  proud  of  all  the  citizens  of  New  Jersey  who 
are  fighting  in  our  Army.     They  are  not  fighting 
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for  New  Jersey,  but  for  the  Union,  and  when  it 
is  once  restored  1  do  not  believe  those  men  will 
fight  for  the  Camden  and  Amboy  monopoly. 
Their  hearts  have  been  enlarged,  and  there  arc 
patriotic  men  of  New  Jersey  in  the  Army  and  at 
liome  who  are  groaning  under  this  tyrannical  mo- 
nopoly, and  tliey  come  up  here  and  ask  us  to  strike 
off  the  shackles  that  bind  them,  and  I  hold  it  to 
bo  the  high  right  and  duty  of  this  body  to  strike 
off  their  fetters,  and  let  them  go  free. 

Congress  has  done  this  before.  They  did  it  in 
the  case  of  the  Wheeling  bridge  across  the  Ohio. 
There  is  a  still  stronger  case.  A  corporation 
spanned  the  Ohio  river  at  Steubenville  under  a 
charter  granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  but  with 
conditions  appended  which  could  not  be  fulfilled. 
The  corporation  came  to  Congress  and  asked  that 
thejjridge  might  be  declared  a  legal  structure  and 
part  of  a  post  road.  By  solemn  law  Congress  de- 
termined and  declared  it  to  be  a  post  road;  and 
no  law  of  the  State  of  Virginia  or  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  to  the  contrary  should  interfere  with  it.  (See 
twelfth  volume  United  States  Statutes  at  Large.) 

We  have  used  this  power  of  interfering  hith- 
erto, but  we  have  never  before  been  called  upon 
to  exercise  it  in  any  case  so  deserving  as  that 
which  gave  rise  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
cannot  make  his  remarks  before  the  morning  hour 
expires,  I  suggest  that  we  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
to  make  that  motion. 

COLONELS  COMMANDING  BRIGADES. 

-  The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting a  reportof  the  number  and  names  of  colonels 
in  the  United  States  Army  commatiding  brigades 
and  the  length  of  time  such  colonels  severally 
have  been  so  commanding;  which  was  laid  unon 

,  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the- House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Conmnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended;  and  the. 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Rollins, 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration,  as  a  special  order,  of  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  national  currency 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks, 
and  to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption 
thei-eof. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  committee 
had  under  consideration  when  last  in  session  the 
thirtieth  section  of  the  bill,  and  that  the  pending 
question,  when  the  committee  rose  last  evening, 
was  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Beaman 
to  strike  out  the  following  clause: 

And  ill  case  a  !;reator  ratcof  interest  than  sovrn  percent, 
per  anniiin  lias  been  paiil,  tlie  person  or  persons  paying  ilie 
same,  or  Uifir  legal  representatives,  may  recover  .back,  in  an 
action  of  delit,  twice  ilie  amount  of  the  interest  thus  paid 
from  the  association  takiiiff  or  receiving  tlie  same:  Pro- 
vided, 'I'liat  said  action  is  commenced  within  two  years 
from  the  time  tiie  usurious  transaction  occurred. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  strike  cut  the 
whole  of  the  thirtieth  section  as  it  now  stands 
amended,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

Sec.  30.  ^,ul  he  it  further  enuQled,  Tliat  every  associationii, 
may  take,  receiver,  reserve,  and  cjiarge  on  any  loan  or  dis- 
count made,  or  upon  any  note,  bill  of  <'xcliange,  or  other 
evidence  of  debt,  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  seven  per 
cent,  pi.'r  annum;  and  such  interest  may  be  taken  in  ad- 
vance, reckoning  tlie  days  for  which  iIk;  note,  bill,  or  other 
evidence  of  debt  has  to  run.  And  the  knowingly  taking, 
receiving,  reserving,  or  charging  a  rate  of  interest  greater 
iliaii  tiK!  aforesaid,  shall  be  held  and  adjudged  a  forfeiture 
ol  ilie  cnlire  interest  which  the  note,  bill,  or  other  evidence 
ol  dilit  carries  with  it,  or  which  has  been  agreed  to  be  paid 
thereon.  And  iu  case  a  greater  rate  of  interest  has  been 
|)aid,  the  person  or  persons  paying  the  same,  or  their  legal 
representatives,  may  recover  back,  in  an  action  of  debt, 
twici'  thu  amount  of  the  interest  tlitis  paid,  from  the  asso- 
ciation taking  or  receiving  the  same:  Provuted,  That  said 
action  U  coiiimenced  within  two  years  from  the  time  the 
usurious  iraiisaetion  occurred.  liut  the  purchase,  discount, 
or  sale  ol  a  Ao?ia/iJe  bill  ofcvchangp,  payable  at  another  place 
than  the  place  of  such  purchiise,  discount,  or  sale,  at  not 
more  iliaii  current  rates  of  exchange  forsight  drafts,  in  ad- 
diilon  to  the  interest,  shall  not  be  considered  ns  taking  or 
ree«!lvlH!{  a  greater  rate  of  intereRt. 


Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  apointof  order.  I 
understand  the  substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  to  be  in  the  exact  language  of 
the  original  section  of  the  bill  which  the  House 
has  amended. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order.  The  language  of  the  substitute  is 
different. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  understood  it  to  be  ex- 
actly the  same. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  desire  to  say  that  there  is 
a  wide  difference  between  the  section  as  it  now 
stands  and  the  substitute  which  1  offer.  The  sec- 
tion as  originally  reported  made  the  rateofinter- 
est.«bsolute  at  seven  per  c^t.  The  amendment 
now  offered  so  modifies  i^s  to  allow  the  banks 
to  take  a  less  ipterest  than  seven  per  cent.,  but  not 
a  larger,  so  that  if  they  choose  to  conform  to  the 
State  banks  and  take  below  seven  per  cent.,  they 
are  allowed  to  do  so.  There  are  also  some  other 
changes  as  to  bills  drawn  on  sight. 

The  section  as  it  now  stands  as  amended  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Blaine]  conforms 
the  rate  of  interest  in  each  State  to  the  rate  fixed 
by  the  State  law.  In  Maine  it  is  six  percent.; 
in  Iowa,  I  believe,  it  is  ten;  in  Illinois  it  is  ten;  I 
do  not  know  what  it  is  in  California;  I  am.  told 
they  get  two  per  cent,  a  month,  or  perhaps  ten 
per  cent,  a  month. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California.  Formerly  it  used 
to  be  ten  percent,  a  month,  now  it  is  two  per  cent, 
a  month. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  they  have  greatly  im- 
proved. This  bill  does  not  prevent  individuals 
or  private  banks  from  loaning  money  at  any  rate 
they  can  get,  but  it  designs  to  cut  off  from  the 
national  system  the  privilege  to  take  more  than 
seven  per  cent.  Six  per  cent,  is  the  legal. rate  in 
Pennsylvania;  seven  per  cent,  in  New  York. 
This  amendment  proposes  to  reduce  them  to  the 
same  rate,  so  as  to  produce  congruity;  that  is  to 
say,  they  may  take  seven  per  cent.,  but  notabove 
that;  and  if  they  choose  to  conform  to  the  State 
law  and  take  six  per  cent.,  nobody  will  object, 
and  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
who  do  not  choose  to  give  seven  per  cent,  will  go 
to  the  banks  that  loan  at  six  per  cent,  and  get 
their  money  there.  There  is  no  part  of  this  law 
which  compels  men  to  deal  with  these  institu- 
tions; but  when  they  do  deal  with  them  they  are 
to  deal  upon  uniform  principles.  It  was  first 
ainended  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Blaine.]  That  left  it  open.  Thenit 
was  amended  by  the  more  proper  amendment  of 
my  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Holman,]  which 
provided  for  inflicting  penalties  upon  any  person 
that  loaned  money  at  a  rate  above  six  per  cent. 
I  am  not  aware  whether  that  satisfied  the  gentle- 
man who  has  raised  this  difficulty  by  enlai-ging 
the  rate,  or  not. 

As  the  bill  now  stands,  you  can  loan  it  at  six 
per  cent.,  but  nothing  moie;  for  when  you  go  be- 
yond that  it  inflicts  these  penalties.  The  bill  al- 
lows those  who  deal  with  the  national  banks  to 
make  the  best  bargain  that  they  can.  It  allovirs 
the  banks  to  charge  seven  per  cent,  without  any 
penalty.  1  do  not  think  there  is  anybody  in  this 
House  who  can  hesitate  to  prefer  the  present  sub- 
stitute for  the  section  as  it  now  stancis.  If  there 
IS  any  they  will  vote  for  it. 

I  trust  that  those  who  are  in  favor  of  this  sys- 
tem at  all  will  consider  this  a  test  question.  Tlie 
committee  are  willing  to  make  it  a  test  question. 
If  this  section  is  to  be  mangled,  of  course  the  bill 
is  worthless;  and  I  hope  that  the  House  will  vote 
undersiandingly  upon  this  matter. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  a  great 
privilege  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens]  leaves  to  the 
customers  of  the  banks,  that  the  banks  shall  have 
the  right  to  discount  at  a  less  rate  than  seven  per 
cent.  It  is  a  new  feature  in  banking,  that  the 
banks  may  take  less  than  the  legal  rate.  I  would 
like  to  know  why  this  should  be.-' 

There  is  another  feature  of  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  which  I  think 
is  not  less  objectionable.  It  says  tiiat  those  who 
want  to  pay  seven  per  cent,  can  go  to  the  na- 
tional banks,  and  those  who  want  to  pay  six  per 
cent,  can  go  to  the  State  banks.  If  this  system 
is  to  become  successful  it  will  drive  out  the  State 
banks.  If  it  does  not  drive  out  the  State  banks 
it  will  not  have  strength  enough  to  stand  up  to 
be  knocked  down.     It  goes  upon  the  plan  of  driv- 


ing the  State  banks  out  of  existence.     The  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  must  admit  that. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  a  compromise  for  that  which 
I  will  move.  1  take  it  that  gentlemen  mean  to 
amend  the  section  as  it  was  adopted  yesterday. 
I  propose  that  the  interest  shall  be  at  the  rate  es- 
tablished by  law  in  the  State  where  the  associa- 
tion is  located,  not  to  exceed  seven  per  cent. 

For  seventy  years  past  the  rale  of  interest  in 
New  England  has  been  six  per  cent.  In  these 
seventy  years  there  has  never  been  a  plethora  oi 
money  like  that  of  to-day.  In  those  seventy 
years  the  tendency  of  the  country  has  never  been 
so  to  throw  power  into  the  hands  of  the  capital- 
ists as  now.  Now,  when  the  capitalists  have 
their  coffers  overrun  with  money  seeking  for  in- 
vestment, when  the  banks  have  money  looking 
for  channels  for  investment,  when  the  three  mil- 
lion people  of  New  England,  who  use  a  great  deal 
of  money  for  industrial  and  commercial  purposes, 
want  money.  Congress  declares  to  them  that  they 
shall  pay  one  per  cent,  more  for  money  than  they 
have  ever  paid  for  it  before.  If  that  is  the  bill, 
upon  the  workingmen  of  New  England  and  upon 
the  workingmen  everywhere,  upon  every  com- 
mercial enterprise,  it  increases  the  price  of  money 
to  seven  per  cent.  It  adds  one  sixth  more  inter- 
est than  was  ever  paid  before.  That  is  the  pre- 
cise effect  of  this  bill. 

I  hope  the  committee  will  stand  where  it  stood 
yesterday,  leaving  the  matter  as  it  is  in  the  sev- 
eral States.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
firognosticates  a  fearful  calamity  if  that  be  done. 
He  intimates  unless  the  Committee -of  Ways  and 
Means  are  sustained  upon  this  point  they  will  give 
up  the  bill.  I  believe  the  country  will  survive  it 
the  bill  never  passes.  I  believe  the  country  will 
survive  without  this  jJ300, 000,000  of  currency  as 
we  do  now. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  do  not  understand  that  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  has  offered  an  amendment 
to  the  substitute.  I  will  therefore  move  to  amend 
it  by  striking  out  "  seven,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  "six,"  so  that  the  rate  of  interest  shall 
be  six  per  cent. 

I  think  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is 
right  virhen  he  says  he  regards  this  as  a  vital  feat- 
ure of  the  bill,  and  it  is  certainly  very  desirable 
that  we  should  settle  this  question  of  interest  at 
once.  I  thought  it  was  settled  last  evening  by  a 
decided  vote  in  favor  of  six  per  cent.,  but  the 
friends  of  high  interest  are  not  satisfied.  I  hope 
a  direct  vote  will  be  taken,  and  that  it  will  be  un- 
derstood to  be  a  test  vote  between  the  six  per  cent., 
as  I  propose,  or  the  seven  per  cent,  as  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  the  pe- 
culiar friends  of  this  bill;  and[  if  the  House  now 
determines  to  adopt  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  in- 
stead of  six,  that  certainly  ought  to  be  an  end  of 
the  controversy  upon  this  point. 

I  hope,  sir,  this  decision  will  not  be  against  the 
interests  of  labor,  and  only  to  the  advantage  of 
capital.  Some  respect  should  be  had,  in  a  gen- 
eral system  of  banking  like  this,  to  the  general 
sentiment  of  the  country,  and  above  all  to  the  just 
rights  of  labor.  The  rate  of  interest  is  fixed  at  six 
per  cent.,  I  think,  by  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
Stales.  I  believe  most  of  the  States  of  New  Eng- 
land and  all  the  States  east  of  Ohio,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  New  York,  have  fixed  the  rate  at  six 
per  cent.  Arid  that  principle  prevails  mostly  in 
the  West,  although  in  California,  and  probably 
in  the  Slates  of  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  one  or  two 
other  States,  the  rate  exceeds  that.  But  it  may 
be  said  with  great  safely  that  the  common  judg- 
ment of  the  country  is  against  a  higher  rate  of 
interest  than  six  per  cent.,  and  banking  instilu- 
tionsj'in  view  of  their  immense  advantage  over 
the  individual  citizen,  have  generally  been  espe- 
cially the  subjects  of  careful  restriction.  Yet  n? 
vigilance  has  prevented  them  from  attaining  ur 
just  advantages. 

But  even  at  six  per  cent,  we  are  fixing  a  high 
rate  of  interest.  These  banks  will  receive  their 
six  per  cent,  of  interest  on  their  bonds  deposited 
as  their  basis,  and  six  per  cent,  on  their  circula- 
tion secured  by  these  bonds.  Thus  you  enable 
capital  to  realize  the  enormous  interest  of  twelve 
per  cent.,  all  of  which  is  a  tax  upon  labor,  a  tax 
on  industry  for  the  benefit  of  capital ;  and  yet  you 
propose  seven  per  cent,  by  this  bill,  in  all  thirteen 
per  cent.,  six  of  which  is  paid  in  gold,  and  all 
paid  by  the  actual  labor  of  the  country.  And  yet 
the  six  per  cent.,  as  I  propose,  is  a  higher  inter- 
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est  than  is  paid  in  any  other  civilized  country. 
To  confer  upon  a  banking  system,  tluit  may  con- 
trol for  all  time  to  come  the  labor,  the  currency, 
and  the  wealth  of  the  country,  the  advantage  of 
loanflig  money  and  transacting  business  at  the 
enormous  profit  of  seven  per  cent.,  besides  the 
six  per  cent,  paid  by  the  Government,  when  the 
great  body  of  States  through  their  Legislatures 
have  sought  to  protect  their  citizens  against  the 
oppression  of  capital  and  the  cupidity  of  corpo- 
rations, is  an  unexampled  abandonment  of  the 
rights  of  labor  and  a  monstrous  concession  to  cap- 
ital. There  is  no  disguising  the  fact  that  this 
monster  bank,  with  its  hundreds  of  heads  and  it.s 
$300,000,000  of  capital,  will  control  the  financial 
afiairs  of  the  country;  and  whatever  rate  of  in- 
terest you  adopt  here  will,  from  the  very  nature 
of  the  case,  have  to  be  adopted  everywhere  else. 
The  same  power  that  will  control  the  capital  will 
control  the  politics  of  the  country;  and  if  the  rate 
of  interest  is  not  advanced  in  the  States  where  six 
per  cent,  is  now  the  standard,  (if  you  adopt  the 
gentleman's  proposition,)  it  will  be  because  the 
ban  king  association  swill  prefer  a  monopoly  which 
gives  them  seven  per  cent,  while  every  citizen  is 
limited  to  six  per  cent. 

But  without  their  interference,  if  you  will  al- 
low these  banks  to  charge  seven  per  cent.,  and 
the  State  Legislatures,  persevering  in  their  former 
policy,  should  decline  to  advance  their  rates  of 
interest  where  it  is  now  only  six  per  cent.,  you 
■will  discriminate  most  unjustly  in  favor  of  these 
grasping  corporations  and  against  private  citizens. 
Take,  for  e-xample,  the  gentleman's  own  Slate, 
Pennsylvania,  where  there  may  be  twenty  of 
these  banks  established.  They,  with  their  capi- 
tal, will  be  able  to  charge  this  rate  of  seven  per 
cent.,  while  private  citizens  will  be  limited  to  six 
per  cent.  It  will  be  a  new  feature  in  the  history 
of  the  legislation  of  this  country  when  a  mam- 
moth corporation  receives  rights  and  immunities 
which  are  denied  or  withheld  from  the  citizen  of 
the  country,  in  matters,  too,  in  which  the  enter- 
prise of  the  citizen  should  be  at  least  equally  fa- 
vored.- 

And,  sir,  the  very  fact  that  the  amount  of  cur- 
rency is  to  be  largely  increased  by  the  $300,000,000 
to  be  issued  through  this  agency  alone,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  $450,000,000  of  legal-tender  notes  is- 
sued by  the  Government,  ought  to  secure  a  re- 
duction instead  of  an  increase- of  interest.  The 
increase  of  currency,  according  to  all  the  laws  of 
trade,  should  diminish,  and  yet  by  your  policy, 
you  would,  for  the  benefit  of  capital,  increase 
Its  value,  increase  its  production,  and  all  this  for 
the  benefit  of  the  banks — of  voracious  centralized 
capital,  for,  if  nothing  worse,  the  currency  of 
your  pet  banks  will  drive  out  your  legal-tender 
notes,  which  is  a  loan  to  the  Government  without 
interest,  and  thus  increase  the  interest-bearing 
part  of  the  public  debt,  or  else  inflate  your  cur- 
rency beyond  all  endurable  limit.  You  ought  to 
cheapen  the  price  of  money  so  as  to  favor  labor 
at  a  tima  when  it  is  called  upon  to  bear  such  enor- 
mous burdens  of  taxation.  But  instead  of  that 
you  propose  to  make  interest,  this  eatingcanker, 
more  and  more  oppressive  upon  the  labor  of  the 
country,  and  that,  too,  for  the  sole  benefit  of 
banks,  for  out  of  the  toil  and  sweat  of  labor  the 
seven  per  cent,  you  now  propose  and  the  six 
per  cent,  paid  on  the  bonds,  which  are  the  sole 
foundation  of  these  banks,  will  be  wrung  with  re- 
morseless promptness  by  these  instruments  for 
centralizing  the  public  wealth.  Yet,  sir,  the  toil- 
ing million  will  have  to  pay  it  all.  Labor  ceases 
to  have  a  voice  in  the  public  councils 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  regret  yery  much  lhj\t  this 
debate  seem.s  to  have  taken  a  turn  that  may  in- 
cline some  gentlemen  to  lose  sight  of  the  great 
objects  of  the  bill  in  their  desire  to  introduce  into 
the  bill  their  special  view  resulting  from  estab- 
lished systems  in  the  different  localities  of  this 
country.  Suppose,  sir,  that  on  my  part  I  were 
to  ask  this  House  to  adopt  a  condition  of  things 
existing  in  myown  new  Siateof  Iowa, and  apply 
the  system  and  rate  of  interest  adopted  there  to 
control  the  rest  of  the  country.  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  very  few  gentlemen  in  the  House 
could  see  in  that  any  particular  reason  why  the 
whole  balance  of  the  country  should  be  subjected 
to  the  same  sy.stem;  arid  I  think  that  when  the 
gentleman  from  IVIaine  comes  here  and  asks  that 
the  Representatives  of  the  entire  Union  shall  adopt 


a  rule  that  is  adapted  to  the  condition  of  things, 
as  he  thinks,  in  his  own  State,  he  asks  too  much 
of  the  sound  judgment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  interrupt  him? 

Mr.  KASSON.  My  time  is  so  short-that  I 
prefer  to  say  what  I  have  to  say,  and  then,  if  I 
liave  any  lime  left,  1  will  yield  to  the  gentleman. 

In  my  own  State,  sir,  we  allow  a  rate  of  inter- 
est of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  the  banks  in 
that  State  are  allowed  a  rate  of  interest  of  eight 
per  cent,  per  annum,  and  where  no  contract  at  all 
is  made  the  rate  is  six  per  cent,  per  annum.  I 
have  been  l.)esought  by  the  banking  interest  of  my 
State  to  concur  in  tliis  movement  to  allow  the 
State  Legislatures  t* regulate  the  rate  of  interest. 
I  have  protested  against  it  on  thfi  ground,  first, 
that  this  banking  system  is  demanded  by  the 
whole  country  in  the  interest  of  uniformity. 

Now,  sir,  in  respect  to  commerce  and  manu- 
factures, wliich  furnish  the  very  basis  of  banking, 
and  to  facilitate  which  this  very  act  itself  is  pro- 
posed— in  respect  to  these  two  great  interests  there 
are  no  States  in  this  Union;  we  are  one  country 
in  respect  to  these  interests;  and  by  express  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
the  inter-State  commerce  is  put  under  the  control 
of  Congress,  for  the  reason  that  whatever  affects 
the  commerce  of  the  country  you  must  not  allow 
to  be  obstructed  by  Slate  legislation  or  State  lines. 
And  now,  when  we  come  herewith  a  proposition 
to  establish  a  currency  to  accommodate  the  whole 
country,  gentlemen  tell  us,  "  You  must  not  make 
a  uniform  system  of  currency;  you  must  still 
leave  it  dependent,  in  its  application  to  commerce 
and  manufactures,  on  Stale  legislation."  I  beg 
gentlemen  upon  all  sides  of  the  House  to  look 
carefully  at  this  question  and  see  whether  it  is 
safe  for  us  to  forego  the  privilege  conferred  by 
the  Constitution,  in  the  incidental  relation  of  this 
question  to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  by  al- 
lowing the  Stale  Legislatures  to  come  in  at  any 
time  and  interfere  with  the  success  of  the  mone- 
tary system  of  the  country.  Sir,  you  cannot  do 
it  with  safety.  You  should  not  have  interest  on 
the  one  side  of  an  imaginary  line  controlled  by 
one  system  of  laws,  and  on  the  other  side  con- 
trolled by  another  system  of  laws. 

You  have  different  usury  laws  in  the  different 
States  of  this  Union  as  well  as  different  rates  of 
interest.  A  patron  or  an  applicant  to  a  bank  on 
one  side  of  a  river,  or  of  this  invisible  geograph- 
ical line,  finds  himself  subject  to  one  law  in  re- 
spect to  usury  and  the  rate  of  interest,  and  on 
the  other  side  to  another  law;  and  even  where 
cities  on  opposite  sides  of  the  line  are  intimately 
connected  in  their  business  transactions,  you  find 
yourself  embarrassed  by  this  want  of  uniformity. 

Sir,  if  we  have  a  right  to  establish  an  institu- 
tion of  this  kind  at  all — and  I  leave  every  gentle- 
man, of  course,  to  vote  on  the  final  passage  of 
this  bill  as  he  thinks  proper — I  ask  that  at  least 
you  will  perfect  the  bill  in  accordance  with  the 
views  of  tiiose  gentlemen  who  design  to  establish 
a  uniform  system  of  banking,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  views  I  believe  unanimously  of  both 
sides  of  the  House,  so  far  as  represented  in  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  if  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  bill  as  a  whole  do  not  exceed  its 
disadvantages,  vote  it  down;  if  they  do,  let  us 
sustain  it. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Holmam'i  amend- 
ment. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ordered  tellers;  and  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Holman  and  Kasson  to  act  as 
such. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  2.5,  noes  67. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  1  move  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  at  a  rate  of  interest 
not  exceeding  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,"  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  not  exceed- 
ing the  rate  established  by  law  in  the  State  in 
which  the  bank  is  established."  I  am  aware  that 
a  proposition  of  this  kind  was  voted  down  yes- 
terday  

Several  Members.    No;  voted  in. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  Well, all  the  better.  This  isa 
new  section  proposed  for  the  one  passed  upon. 
The  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Kasson]  argued 
to-day — and  I  think  I  heard  the  same  argument 
used  yesterday — that  the  having  different  rates 
of  interest  in  different  States  is  not  going  to  give 


us  a  uniform  currency.  Gold  and  silver  is  the 
established  currency  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stales;  yet  in  one  Stale  it  may  be  worth 
eight  per  cent,  a  year,  in  another  ten,  and  in  a 
third  twelve  per  cent.  The  rate  of  interest  does 
not  affect  the  uniformity  of  currency  tliroughout 
the  United  Stales.  The  question  of  uniformity 
depends  up'Bii  whether  a  dollar  in  one  State  will 
be  received  as  a  dollar  in  another  State,  or  whether 
there  will  be  a  discount  of  one  half,  one,  two, 
three,  or  five  per  cent,  on  whatever  is  presented 
as  currency.  The  question  of  interest  does  not 
affect  the  question  of  the  uniformity  of  currency. 

If  my  amendmen-t  shall  be  incorporated  in  that 
proposed  by  the  distinguished  memberfrom  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Stevens,]  allowing  the  banks  un- 
der this  system  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  rates  of 
interest  allowed  by  the  laws  of  the  different  States,- 
it  does  not  go  to  the  question  of  uniformity  in  the 
least.  I  do  not  know  that  any  one  Slate  is  of  any 
particular  consequence.  I  am  not  particular  aa 
to  this  question  of  State  rights  or  of  the  individu- 
ality of  States.  But  as  a  business  transaction,  so 
long  as  it  does  not  affect  general  policy,  1  think 
it  a  good  plan  to  allow  institutions  of  this  char- 
acter to  conform  to  the  practice  of  the  different 
States. 

The  law,  as  it  stands,  will  be  tantamount  to  an 
exclusion  of  this  banking  system  from  the  State 
of  California.  There  can  be  no  bank  under  this 
bill  in  that  Slate.  I  do  not  know  thai  there  will 
be  any  great  objection  on  the  part  of  the  people 
there  to  that  result.  The  State  of  California  does 
not  tolerate  the  establishment  of  banks  of  issue 
at  all.  There  never  has  been  one  in  the  Stale, 
and  the  •constitution  does  not  tolerate  it.  There 
is  nothing  allowed  there  but  banks  of  deposits 
No  bank  can  be  established  there  unless  under 
a  general  law  of  Congress  of  this  character.  Our 
State  laws'  establish  an  interest  of  ten  per  cent, 
where  nothing  is  said  of  interest  in  the  agree- 
ment. But  parlies  may  agree  to  any  rate  of  in- 
terest they  please,  three,  four,  five,  six,  or  ten 
per  cent.  From  one  and  one  half  to  three  per 
cent,  a  month  is  the  common  rate  of  interest  there. 
It  goes  down  very  seldom  as  low  as  one  and  one 
half  percent,  permonih.  It  is  very  evident,  there- 
fore, that  no  banking  institution  can  be  estab- 
lished there  under  this  bill.  I  have  myself  paid 
thai  rate  of  interest,  and  am  paying  now  two  per 
cent,  a  month.    It  is  the  comlnon  fate  of  interest. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Higbt's  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  HiGBT,and 
Steele  of  New  York,  were  appointed. 

While  the  committee  was  dividing, 

Mr.  HIGBY  withdrew  his  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  at  a  rate  of  interest 
not  exceeding  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,"  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words: 

At  interest  not  excerding  the  rate  established  by  law  In 
tlie  State  in  whicli  the  bank  is  establislied  :  Provided,  Tliat 
tlie  rate  does  not  exceed  seven  per  cent,  per  annum. 

This  is  adopting  the  suggestion  of  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Blaine,]  made  just  now  to  the  chairman  of 
the  ComiTiiitee  of  Ways  and  Means.  It  answers 
the  purpose  of  providing  a  uniform  currency  at 
a  low  rate  of  interest.  The  rate  cannot  be  under 
seven  percent,  unless  by  the  lawof  the  State  where 
the  bank  is  established  the  rate  shall  be  below 
that.  In  other  cases  it  shall  be  seven  per  cent. 
I  would  make  no  endeavor  to  change  tlie  terms 
of  this  bill,  under  the  intimation  of  tlie  chairman 
'of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  regard 
to  it,  were  I  not  firmly  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  this  bill  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If  the  $300,000,000  additional  is  to  be  is- 
sued as  jiroposed  by  this  bill,  1,  for  one,  am  in 
favor  of  having  an  additional  issue  of  greenbacks, 
and  not  have  the  issue  come  from  these  banks  and 
the  profits  go  to  them. 

As  I  do  not  deem  the  bill  to  be  in  the  interest 
of  the  Government,  so  it  is  very  plainly  manifest 
that  in  very  large  sections  of  the  country  it  is  not 
in  the  interest  of  labor.  The  contributions  that 
labor  makes  to  capital  in  the  shape  of  interest  are 
already  large  enough.  The  experienced  financier 
who  reported  this  bill  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Hooper,]  expressed  his 
opinion  that  six  per  cent,  was  a.s  high  a  rate  of 
interest  as  should  bo  paid  to  capital.     In  that  I 
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agree  with  him;'  but  now,  at  a  time  when  hibor 
is  to  be  taxed  beyond  all  precedent  in  this  coun- 
try, when  taxes  are  to  be  increased  or  the  Gov- 
ernment is  to  perish,  we  are  called  upon  here  by 
the  Committee  jf  Ways  and  Means  to  pass  this 
bill  and  to  tax  labor,  not  in  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, not  to  aid  this  Government  in  its  struggle 
for  life,  but  in  behalf  o'f  bankers  and  capitalists. 
Were  this  bill  or  any  part  of  it  necessary  to  carry 
this  Government  through  this  great  crisis,  I  would 
not  say  a  word.  But  I  have  never  deemed  it  so. 
I  do  not  to-day. 

I  liken  this  bill,  in  its  efforts  to  carry  this  Gov- 
ernment along,  to  a  man  overboard  s>vimming  for 
life  and  crying  for  dry  clothes,  when  cTerybody 
sees  that  his  first  business  is  to  get  ashore,  and 
when  ashore  he  may  clothe  himself  as  he  pleases. 
In  my  judgment,  this  whole  system  is  as  import- 
ant in  the  struggle  in  which  the  (rovernment  is 
engaged  as  dry  clothes  to  the  man  struggling  in 
the  water. 

The  amendment  I  propose  does  not  vary  the 
bill  in  a  vital  part.  The  bill  itself  is  at  variance 
with  the  existing  law  upon  the  subject,  and  is  en- 
tirely in  the  interest  of  capital.  Capital  has  been 
taxed  by  our  income  law,  and  gentlemen  who 
have  large  investments  in  banks  are  called  upon 
to  forego  three  per  cent,  of  their  earnings  to  sup- 
port this  Government,  and  because  of  that  they 
come  here  clamoring  about  the  halls  of  legisla- 
tion, asking  the  Government  to  make  up  the  loss 
to  them  by  aiding  them  to  tax  labor  one  sixth 
more  in  the  shape  of  interest.  l,for  one,  protest 
against  it. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Mr.  Ciiairman,  I  rise  to  oppose 
the  amendment.  If  it  be  voted  down  I  shall  pro- 
pose the  following-: 

Provided,  That  no  State  sliall  have  the  right  to  reduce 
thn  rate  of  interest  below  seven  per  cent.,  as  applied  to  any 
institution  under  tliis  act,  witliiii  tlie  limits  of  said  State. 

I  think  that  that  will  satisfy  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Pike.]  I  am  sure  that  it  will  satisfy 
his  colleague,  [Mr.  Blaine.]  I  think  thai  it  vir- 
tually covers  the  whole  ground  that  is  sought  to 
be  obtained  by  the  provision  which  the  gentleman 
has  proposed  to  the  committee. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  notbelieve  any  good 
will  result  in  tinkering  a  bill  in  this  kind  of  way, 
especially  one  that  has  come  from  a  committee  so 
able,  so  intelligent,  and  so  careful  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means;  and  I  certainly 
would  not  offer  a  proposition  of  this  kind  in  any 
other  form  than  as  a  matter  of  compromise.  I 
think  it  highly  important  that  we  should  have  a 
uniform  rate  of  interest  under  this  bill  through- 
out the  country;  and  it  is  perfectly  evident  that 
the  committee  has  agreed  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter. I  am  in  favor  of  six  percent.  The  gentle- 
man who  reported  this  bill,  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Hooper,]  has  declared  to  this  House  and  the 
country  that  he  is  in  favor  of  six  percent.  Why 
lias  he  introduced  seven  per  cent,  into  this  bill  as 
the  rate  of  interest  to  be  established  throughout 
the  country,  when  he  has  declared  to  the  House 
and  the  country  that  six  per  cent,  is  all  that  cap- 
ital ought  to  receive,  and  that  it  is  all  tliat  the  la- 
bor of  the  country  can  afford  to  pay?  It  is  sim- 
ply this:  because  the  bill  could  notbe  got  through 
in  that  form,  and  the  gentleman  has  yielded  his 
convictions  on  that  point  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
gentlemen  all  around  the  House.  That  is  the 
only  reason.  He  had  to  surrender  his  own  opin- 
ions to  harmonize  and  reconcile  all  these  conflict- 
ing interests. 

Jf  my  provision  is  inserted  in  the  bill  it  secures 
to  New  England  all  she  can  ask.  It  secures  to  her 
the  privilege  of  reducing  within  her  own  borders 
the  rate  of  interest  to  six  percent.  But  it  requires 
additional  legislation  to  effect  that.  If  the  State 
of  Maine,  where  six  per  cent,  is  now  the  legal 
rate,  wishes  that  to  be  the  established  rate  in  this 
bill,  then  all  she  has  to  do  is  to  enacta  law  to  that 
effect,  and  under  my  provision  only  six  per  cent, 
can  be  taken.    So  with  regard  to  Massachusetts. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  PIKE.     I  wish  to  say  to  the  gentleman 

from  Massachusetts  that  I  did  not  allude  to  the 

State  of  Maine.     We  look  upon  Massachusetts 

as  a  capital  Slate,  and  we  are  a  labor  Stale  with 

-  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Thegentleman  knows  thatfrom 
time  immemorial  six  per  cent,  has  been  the  rate 
in  Massachusetts  lis  well  as  in  Maine.  And  I 
believe  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  capitalists  of  Mas- 


sachusetts, almost  universally,  that  six  per  cent, 
is  all  that  should  be  allowed.  Now,  I  say  that 
those  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  of  the  rate  of 
seven  per  cent., as  is  the  case  with  members  from 
New  York  and  many  other  States  of  this  Union, 
ought  not  to  make  any  objection  to  a  provision 
of  this  kind,  because  it  secures  to  them  every- 
thing they  can  desire,  and  all  the  States  in  New 
England,  at  least  where  the  legal  rate  is  only  six 
per  cent. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  now  propose  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  after  the  words  "  per  an- 
num" the  words:' 

Provided,  That  any  State  shall  have  the  riglit  to  reduce 
the  rate  of  interest  below  seven  per  cent,  as  applied  to  any 
institution  under  this  act  within  the  limits  of  such  State. 

So  that  the  clause  shall  read: 
Interest  at  a  rate  not  exeeedingseven  per  cent,  per  annum ; 
Provided,  That  any  State  shall  have  the  right  to  reduce  the 
rate  of  interest  below  seven  per  cent,  as  applied  to  any  in- 
stitution under  this  act  within  the  limits  of  such  State. 

As  I  indicated  in  my  previous  remarks,  I  pro- 
pose this  as  a  compromise  and  as  a  substitute  for 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  does  not  choose  to  ac- 
cept it  as  such,  and  it  is  voted  down,  it  will  be  to 
my  mind  an  indication  of  a  purpose  by  the  House 
not  to  attach  any  amendment  of  a  similar  char- 
acter to  the  bill.  That  would  be  entirely  satis- 
factory to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  because,  as  I  said 
before,  I  believe  this  bill  has  been  thoroughly  ma- 
tured by  gentlemen  abundantly  capable  of  pre- 
senting to  this  House  a  bill  which  shall  be  as 
nearly  perfect  as  it  can  well  be  made.  After  list- 
ening as  they  have  to  all  the  suggestions,  all  the 
statements,  and  all  the  varying  views  of  gentle- 
men representing  every  interest  from  every  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  I  think  it  is  fair  to  conclude 
that  they  have  presented  to  us  the  very  best  bill 
they  could.  While  there  are  some  provisions  in 
it  which  do  not  meet  my  approbation,  and  this 
provision  of  allowing  seven  per  cent,  interest  is 
one,  I  am  satisfied,  after  conversation  with  those 
who  framed  and  presented  it,  tiiat  they  have  done 
the  very  best  they  could  under  the  circumstances, 
and  that,  though  it  does  not  in  all  respects  reflect 
even  their  views  and  opinions,  nevertheless,  as  it 
is  the  best  bill  which  can  be  obtained,  I  am  in 
favor  of  it  as  it  is,  and  I  would  not  offer  this 
amendment  were  it  not,  as  I  stated  before,  for  the 
purpose  of  compromising  a  matter  which  it  seems 
tome  is  pf  considerable  interest,  and  which  may 
hazard  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  seems  to  me  that 
while  it  secures  to  all  New  England  all  she  can 
rightfully  claim,  it  does  not  seriously  impair  or 
violate  the  principle  of  uniformity  sought  to  be 
obtained. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
whether  his  amendment  is  not  open  to  the  objec- 
tion that  the  Legislature  of  any  State  mightfix  the 
interest  of  one  of  these  national  banks  at  five  per 
cent,  when  the  general  interest  of  the  State  would 
be  six  per  cent.  In  other  words,  would  it  not 
enable  the  Legislature  of  a  State  to  kill  off  the 
national  banks  of  that  State? 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
that  under  that  amendment  it  would ;  but  Congress 
has  the  remedy  in  its  own  hands,  because  it  can 
tax  these  State  banks  in  their  circulation  to  any 
extent  it  chooses. 

Mr.  PIKE.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  modify 
the  amendment  so  as  to  prevent  such  a  result? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  not  well  considered  the  effect 
of  his  amendment.  I  know  the  anxiety  of  the 
gentleman  to  perfect  the  matter  satisfactorily,  and 
indeed  if  that  cannot  be  effected  the  great  objects 
of  the  bill  will  be  defeated,  and  the  bill  had  bet- 
ter not  pass.  As  the  proposed  amendment  now 
stands,  I  have  no  doubt  the  State  of  Maine,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  and  from 
what  I  see  here,  would  reduce  the  interest  of  the 
national  banks  to  three  per  cent.,  and  leave  the 
State  banks  as  the  only  banks  there.  But  that  is 
not  the  best  way  to  get  at  this  thing. 

Mr.GOOCH.  If  my  colleague  should  modify 
his  amendment  so  as  to  provide  that  the  rate  of 
interest  for  one  of  these  banks  should  be  the  same 
as  tlie  rate  fixed  in  the  State  for  other  banking  in- 
stitutions, as  the  general  rate  of  interest,  would  he 
not  remedy  tho  defect  which  he  points  out.' 


Mr.  STEVENS.  That  is  the  proposition 
which  has  just  been  voted  down,  and  it  cannot  be 
repeated.  I  think  it  has  been  voted  on  three  times 
already.  The  House  may  just  as  well  come  at 
once  to  the  naked  proposition.  I  do  not  find  fault 
with  anybody  wlio  is  opposed  to  this  system.  It 
is  one  about  which  men  may  very  well  differ  in 
opinion;  but  if  you  are  going  to  allow  this  sys- 
tem to  exist  at  all,  I  think  it  should  be  established 
with  uniformity.  I  am  not  very  anxious  about 
the  matter  one  way  or  the  other.  Let  the  bill  be 
killed  if  the  sense  of  the  House  is  against  it  and 
it  is  thought  better  that  there  should  be  no  such 
system;  but  let  us  not  mar  its  proportions  and 
make  it  very  different  from  what  it  was  designed 
to  be. 

I  hope,  therefore,  gentlemen  will  be  content  to 
take  a  vote  on  the  proposition.  We  all  under- 
stand it  well  enough.  The  substitute  brings  the 
question  fairly  up  whether  there  shall  be  a  uni- 
form rate  of  interest,  if  the  House  decide  against 
it  I  shall  be  content  and  shall  not  complain.  It 
is  not  one  of  those  things  which  we  are  going  to 
quarrel  with  or  complain  of  anybody  about,  but 
let  us  have  a  fair  vote  on  the  naked  proposition. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  modify  my  amendment  so  as 
to  read  as  follows: 

After  the  word  "annum,"  in  line  five,  insert: 

Provided,  'I'hat  any  State  shall  have  the  right  to  reduce 
the  rate  of  interest  below  seven  per  cent,  as  applied  to  any 
institution  under  this  act  within  the  limits  of  such  State: 
Provided  further.  The  rate  of  interest  so  established  shall 
not  be  less  than  the  legal  rate  of  interest  in  said  State. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to — ayes  36, 
noes  56. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Stevens's 
amendment. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last . 
word  of  the  amendment.  I  want  simply  to  state 
my  understandingof  the  position  of  this  question. 
The.  House  yesterday,  on  a  division  by  tellers, 
incorporated  an  amendment  into  this  section  of 
the  bill  providing  that  interest  shall  be  at  the  rates 
established  by  the  laws  of  the  States  where  the 
associations  are  located.  I  am  satisfied  that  that 
is  the  only  proposition  that  can  be  carried  as 
against  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  It 
is  now  incorporated  in  the  section.  The  substi- 
tute of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
bring  the  section  back  precisely  where  it  stood 
yesterday  before  my  amendment  was  adopted, 
with  the  addition  of  the  great  and  magnanimous 
privilege  that  the  banks  may  have  the  liberty  of 
taking  less  interest  if  they  are  willing  to  do  so. 
I  suppose  that  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  banks. 

I  think  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Kasson] 
stated  my  position  very  unfairly  when  he  said 
that  I  wanted  to  inflict  upon  the  whole  country 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  because  that  was  the  rate 
in  Maine.  Sir,  I  want  to  inflict  upon  the  whole 
country  the  right  of  settling  this  matter  within 
State  limits,  just  as  the  majority  in  the  State  may 
decide.  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  more  said  upon 
this  side  of  the  House  about  not  allowing  States 
to  do  anything  in  the  regulation  of  theirdomestic 
affairs  than  I  can  entirely  agree  with.  I  think 
that  in  this  matter  of  currency,  before  this  un- 
happy rebellion  broke  out,  the  country  was  get- 
ting along  very  comfortably,  and  each  State  was 
managing  its  own  affairs  in  its  own  way.  And 
while,  perhaps,  the  very  seed  of  all  our  present 
evils  was  the  heresy  of  State  rights,  I  think  agood 
many  gentlemen  here,  and  foremost  among  them 
the  gentlema"n  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Kasson,]  are 
running  to  the  opposite  end  of  the  pole  and  re- 
ducing our  States  to  the  condition  of  counties.  I 
think  the  States  are  entirely  competent  to  the 
management  of  this  matter.  They  have  managed 
it  for  seventy  or  eighty  years  with  marked  suc- 
cess. 

I  do  not  wonder,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hooper,]  the  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  who  reported 
this  bill,  sticks  so  strenuously  to  this  provision 
of  the  bill.  He  representsadistrict  of  capitalists. 
There  is  not  a  poor  man  in  it.  A  poor  man  has 
no  business  there,  and  could  not  afford  to  live 
there.  [Laughter.]  But  I  say  that  representing, 
as  i  do,  an  agricultural  and  manufacturing  district 
in  the  State  of  Maine,  I  should  be  ashamed  to  go 
home  and  look  them  in  the  face  if  by  my  vote  they 
should  be  required  hereafter,  if  ihcy  desire  to  bor- 
row a  dollar,  to  pay  one  sixth  more  to  the  capital- 
ists who  live  in  my  friend's  district  than  they  have 
ever  been  called  upbn  to  pay  before;  and  every 
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gentleman  from  New  England  who  represents  nn 
ngricultiual  and  manufacluring  district  will  be 
held  to  the  same  accountability. 

Now,  if  the  committee  will  vote  down  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  we  will  stand  just 
where  we  stood  yesterday,  leaving  each  Stale  to 
regulate  this  thing  just  as  it  pleases.  In  Maine  we 
have  already  regulated  it,  fixing  it  atsix  percent. 
In  New  York  it  is  seven  per  cent.  And  we  have 
had  very  large  commercial  connections  with  New 
York,  and  got  along  very  comfortably  and  very 
prosperously  to  both.  Let  New  York  have  her 
seven  per  cent.  Let  Maine  have  her  six  per  cent. 
And  if  California  wants  her  two  per  cent,  per 
month  let  her  have  it. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  say 
but  a  single  word  more;  and  that  not  because  of 
any  added  argument  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Blaine,]  but  because  1  had  not  fin- 
ished what  I  had  to  say  when  my  five  minutes 
expired  before.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  re- 
markable logic  on  which  the  gentleman  first  pro- 
ceeded, announcing  a  plethora  of  money  in  the 
Slate  of  Maine  to-day,  and  arguing  from  that 
plethora  of  money  that  the  rate  of  interest  would 
be  increased  by  virtue  of  this  act.  Sir,  you  can- 
not legislate  an  abundance  of  legal  money  into 
any  State.  The  rate  of  interest,  subject  to  the  gen- 
eral maxims  resting  on  political  morality,  is  de- 
pendent on  the  abundance  of  money.  Why  is  it 
that  we  of  the  West  to-day  find  capital  concen- 
trated in  New  York.'  Because  capital  goes  where 
it  can  be  best  placed.  When  capital  realizes  seven 
per  cent,  in  New  York  and  only  six  per  cent,  in 
Iowa,  it  will  stay  in  New  York. 

You  cannot  get.  a  uniformity  of  system  from 
the  complex  systems  existing  to-day  under  the 
various  laws  of  the  several  States.  You  must 
equalize  the  thing.  1  cannot  get  for  my  State 
everything  that  I  want  to  secure  for  it  under  this 
bill.  I  do  not  ask  that  everything  that  I  want 
shall  be  given  to  my  State.  But  I  ask  gentlemen 
on  each  side  of  the  House,  those  representing  two 
per  cent,  a  month  and  those  representing  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  to  yield  something  for  the  great 
purpose  of  uniform  currency  contemplated  by 
the  Constitution  and  sought  for  by  the  fathers  of 
the  Government.  To-day  there  are  thousands 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  which 
the  people  of  my  part  of  the  country  are  subjected 
annually  in  the  way  of  shaving  these  miscellane- 
ous bank  notes  that  come  there  all  the  v/ay  from 
Maine  to  Louisiana,  These  notes  are  brought 
out  there,  and  in  order  to  get  them  back  to  where 
they  belong  they  have  to  be  sold  to  bankers  and 
brokers.  What  we  want  is  uniform  currency, 
that  will  be  as  good  in  Iowa  as  it  will  be  in  Maine, 
and  as  good  in  Maine  as  it  will  be  in  Iowa. 

I  earnestly  hope  thatgentlemen  will  either  vote 
against  the  bill  as  being  opposed  to  the  system  of 
banking — as  suggested  by  the  distinguished  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens] — or 
that  they  will  favor  the  bill  as  bcir)g  as  perfect 
and  uniform  as  possible,  that  we  may  at  last  se- 
cure for  this  country  a  system  of  currency,  as 
long  as  we  shall  have  paper  money,  that  will  be 
of  equal  value  all  over  the  country. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BLAINE  withdrew  his  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  I  renew  the  amendment  to  the 
nmciidmenl.  I  want  to  inquire  whether,  by  the 
action  of  the  committee  yesterday,  an  amendment 
was  not  adopted  providing  that  the  rates  of  inter- 
est shall  be  regulated  by  the  States.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  afterwards 
offered  an  amendment  imposing  penalties  for  the 
exaction  of  a  larger  rate  of  interest  than  that  es- 
tablished under  the  previous  action  of  the  com- 
mittee, six  percent.  That  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed. Now,  it  strikes  me  that  we  arc  committing 
the  singular  absurdity  of  having  first  decided  that 
the  rate  of  interest  shall  be  that  established  by 
the  State,  and  afterwards  attached  penalties  to 
the  charging  of  more  than  six  per  cent.  Now, 
we  propose  to  introduce  some  additional  legisla- 
tion. That  is  the  way  the  matter  stands,  if  I  am 
correct. 

I  do  hope  from  all  the  arguments  made  that  the 
States  will  be  left  to  regulate  that  themselves.  In 
the  State  of  Michigan  where  I  live  we  cannot  ac- 
cumulate in  our  i)anks  as  lai^c  amounts  of  depos- 
its as  in  the  older  Stales;  and  the  banks  cannot 


afford  to  lend  money  quite  as  cheaply  as  it  can  be 
lent  by  the  banks  of  New  York,  Boston,  and 
Cincinnati.  I  know  instead  of  helping  the  poor 
man  it  would  be  crushing  him  to  the  earth  to  say 
that  he  should  not  hire  money  at  a  rate  exceeding 
seven  per  cent,  when  his  interest  is  to  be  affected 
by  it,  to  be  judged  of  by  himself.  I  hope  it  will 
be  decided  by  the  House  to  be  left  to  be  regulated 
by  the  States.  Are  gentlemen  afraid  to  trust  the 
Legislatures  of  their  States  ?  As  was  well  remarked 
by  my  friend  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Blaine,]  we  have 
got  along  well  enough  for  sixty  or  seventy  years, 
and  I  hope  that  it  will  commend  itself  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  House  to  leave  it  to  the  State  Legis- 
latures to  regulate  this  matter. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  want  to  say  one  word  on  the 
question  of  a  uniform  currency.  We  have  now 
a  perfectly  uniform  currency.  It  is  so  uniform 
that  a  trader  in  my  State  said :  "  What  is  the  use 
of  having  yourgold  dollar.^  It  is  upone  day  and 
down  the  next.  Why  nottakegreenbacks,  which 
are  the  same  every  day  everywhere.'"  How, 
sir,  can  you  have  a  more  uniform  currency  than 
that.'  What  is  the  proposition.'  It  is  to  drive 
that  uniform  currency  out,  and  substitute  for  it 
$300,000,000  of  currency  of  local  banks.  Have 
you  any  belief  that  that  willgive  a  uniform  cur- 
rency .'  Who  will  say  that  a  bank  bill  issued  by  a 
bank  in  Colorado  Territory,  and  redeemable  at 
St.  Louis,  will  pass  in  New  York  at  par.'  Does 
any  one  say  that .'  Will  a  bill  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Idaho,  redeemablein  San  Francisco,  pass 
in  Philadelphia  without  discount.'  Nobody  be- 
lieves it;  and  yet  this  is  the  currency  you  will 
establish*  by  this  bill,  and  you  call  it  a  uniform 
currency.  You  will  drive  out  the  constitutional 
currency  which  we  have  established  here  to  the 
extent  of  $450,000,000,  upon  which  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  pay  one  dollar  of  interest,  for  the 
establishment  of  such  a  currency  as  this,  and  call 
it  uniform. 

I  am  entirely  opposed  to  such  uniformity  as 
this;  and  as  there  is  no  other  argument  but  that 
of  uniformity,  when  that  fails  I  think  that  the 
whole  system  ought  to  fail. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.'  COLE,  of  California.  I  move  to  add  the 
word  "  thereon."  I  have  moved  that  amendment 
for  the  purpose  of  saying  a  word.  1  regret  that 
the  members  of  the  committee  have  not  yet  given 
us  some  reasons  why  the  States  should  not  have 
the  regulation  of  the  rale  of  interest  within  their 
own  limits.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  complaint 
has  come  up  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  from  the  States  on  that  score. 

I  heard  it  broadly  stated  that  those  who  are  in 
favor  of  restricting  the  rate  of  interest  in  this  mat- 
ter ate  not  in  favor  of  a  uniform  currency.  I  do 
not  see  Iho  force  of  that  argument.  It  seems  to 
mc  that  this  can  only  be  a  uniform  currency  by 
establishing  these  banks.  If  the  law  is  in  such 
form  as  to  preclude  persons  from  putting  capital 
in  them,  clearly  to  my  mind  the  currency  will  be 
less  uniform  by  far  than  if  they  were  open  to  all 
persons  to  put  their  cajiital  in  as  in  any  other  un- 
dertaking. 

It  was  said  by  the  gentleman  who  preceded  me 
that  if  money  is  not  worth  more  in  any  commu- 
nity than  the  rate  prescribed  by  this  law,  then 
persons  will  not  avail  themselves  of  the  money 
offered  by  these  banks,  but  will  secure  the  money 
from  some  other  source.  What  is  the  consist- 
ency or  propriety  of  having  two  rates  of  interest 
established  by  law  in  the  same  community.' 
What  is  the  benefit  of  having  two  systems  of 
usury  in  the  same  Stale.'  Here,  while  a  transac- 
tion with  one  individual  is  lawful,  with  another 
it  is  unlawful.  There  is  a  difference  if  done  with 
one  class  from  what  there  is  if  done  with  another. 
I  cannot  see  any  propriety  in  it. 

Gentlemen  say  that  this  is  the  soul  of  the  bill; 
that  it  will  not  be  worth  having  if  it  is  stricken 
out.  It  seems  to  me  if  there  be  no  greater  neces- 
sity for  it,  then  it  had  better  not  become  a  law;  it 
should  he  strangled  at  its  birth.  It  seems  to  me 
if  there  were  no  restrictions  upon  these  banks 
tiiere  would  be  greater  facilities  afforded. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California.  I  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  New  York.  I  renew  the 
amendment.  I  wish  to  say  I  am  opposed  to  the 
leaving  the  regulation  of  this  matter  of  interest  to 
the  several  States.     I  can  understand  a  State  bank 


system,  where  the  control  is  leVt  wholly  to  tho 
Slate;  and  I  can  also  understand  a  national  bank- 
ing system,  the  control  of  which  belongs  to  the 
General  Government  in  Congress;  but  I  cannot 
understand  this  mongrel  system,  partly  national 
and  partly  Stale.  I  believe  if  you  try  to  unite 
the  two  systems  you  wilj  find  they  will  clash  in 
every  Stale,  as  the  interests  of  the  States  may 
vary,  and  as  the  feelings  of  the  different  Legisla- 
tures may  be  toward  this  national  banking  sys- 
tem. I  know  that  in  the  State  of  New  York  the 
time  has  been  when  there  was  some  prejudice 
against  the  national  banking  system  on  the  part 
of  the  State  banks;  and  do  you  propose  to  leave 
it  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  to 
cripple  this  banking  system?  I  think  it  unwise 
unless  you  mean  to  kill  it. 

I  can  readily  understand  why  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  {Mr.  Pike,]  who  is  evidently  op- 
posed to  the  whole  bill,  should  offer  the  amend- 
ments he  does,  because  if  he  is  opposed  to  the 
whole  bill  he  of  course  desires  to  kill  it  outright, 
and  the  proper  mode  of  doing  that  is  to  propose 
and  adopt  such  amendments.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  but  there  may  be  some  force  in  the  idea 
tliat  the  rate  of  interest  should  differ  according  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  different  Slates,  but  I  do 
insist  that  the  power  of  regulating  the  interest 
should  be  left  with  Congress  if  you  would  have 
any  stable  national  system  of  banking.  The  adop- 
tion of  any  other  idea  will  be  fatal  to  it. 

But  let  me  allude  to  a  point  made  by  eastern 
men.  They  seem  to  have  more  fear  than  western 
men  that  you  will  make  the  interest  seven  per 
cent.  Gentlemen  say  it  should  not  exceed  seven 
per  cent.  Of  course  the  proposition  does  not  say 
you  shall  always  have  seven  per  cent.  I  do  not 
believe  you  could  get  seven  per  cent,  in  the  New 
England  Stales,  or  even  in  most  parts  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  at  present.  I  know  that  in  my  own 
district,  a  rural  one,  men  have  been  borrowing 
money  for  the  last  year  for  five  and  six  per  cent. 
You  s«e  this  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  is  the  max- 
imum; the  bill  does  not  compel  you  to  pay  seven 
per  cent.;  it  does  not  compel  labor  to  pay  seven 
per  cent.;  it  does  not  lax  labor  at  that  rale,  as  is 
supposed  by  some.  When  money  is  as  plenty 
as  itis  now,  interest  will  not  reach  that  maximum 
rate.  When  you  are  increasing  the  amount  of 
money  you  will  not  have  to  pay  these  high  rates 
of  interest.  If  money  is  abundant  the  rate  of  in- 
terest will  be  lower. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  think  we  can  be  en- 
lightened any  further  upon  this  question.  I  move 
that  the  committee  rise,  with  a  view  to  close  de- 
bate upon  this  section.  [Cries  of  "Q,uestion," 
"  Q,uetjtion."]  Very  wcll;if  gentlemen  are  ready 
to  vote,  I  will  not  prcs.s  the  motion. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  with- 
drawn. 

The  amendmentof  Mr.  Stevens  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  thirty- 
first  section,  in  line  nineteen,  by  inserting  the 
word  "its"  before  the  word  "lawful" — a  mere 
verbal  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  same 
section  by  striking  out  the  words  "and  available 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  an  association, 
shall  be  estimated  lo  the  amount  thereof  as  a  part 
of  the  lawful  money  required  to  be  kept  on  hand 
by  such  association, '*and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following: 

Shall  he  deomcd  to  be  lawful  money  in  the  possession 
of  any  association  belonging  to  nuch  clearing-house  hold- 
ing  and  owning  siicli  certificate,  and  shall  bo.  considered  to 
he  a  part  of  tlic  lawful  money  which  such  ansociatlon  is 
roi]uiiud  to  have  under  tlie  I'orogoiiig  proviBions  of  this  sec- 
lion. 

This  amendment  is  merely  to  correct  the  lan- 
guage of  the  fiection  and  make  the  meaning  more 
clear  and  distinct.  It  does  not  change  the  mean- 
ing. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  I  understand  the  amend- 
ment, I  am  opposed  to  it.  I  would  prefer  to 
strike  out,  without  inserting.  1  do  not  under- 
stand why  ihesecin-tificntes  between  the  banks  of 
cities  should  become  lawful  money.  It  is  con- 
trary to  my  notions.  I  know  how  itis  thai  they 
wake  them  circulate  in  the  cities,  but  I  am  not 
exactly  ready  lo  legalize  them,  and  if  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  prevails,  I  shall  move  to 
strike  out  the  whole  clause. 

Mr.  HOOPER.     I  will  move  to  atrike  out  th« 
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last  word  of  the  amendment  merely  to  say  to  my 
friend  that  he  is  entirely  mistaken  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  amendment,  or  at  least  of  the  sec- 
tion. Tliese  clearing-house  certificates  are  not 
transferable,  and  are  never  used  as  currency.  It 
is  not  the  certificate  of  a  balance  due  from  a  bank, 
but  the  certificate  of  an  actual  amount  deposited 
for  the  purposes  of  the  clearing-house.  I  can 
speak  of  tiie  practice  in  my  own  city,  for  exam- 
ple. The  banks  make  a  deposit  of  coin  at  one  of 
the  banks,  which  has  generally  been,  before  the 
suspension  of  specie  payment,  about  three  mil- 
lion dollars,  against  which  this  bank  issues  cer- 
tificates re()resenting  that  $3,000,000  in  coin, 
merely  to  avoid  the  handling  of  the  coin,  and  those 
certificates  are  made  payable  to  the  bank  that 
•makes  the  deposit,  and  are  only  current  among 
the  banks  for  this  purpose  in  settling  balances 
with  the  clearing-house.  It  is  merely  to  obviate 
the  moving  of  coin  from  one  bank  to  the  other  that 
they  use  certificatesrepresenting  the  coin  instead. 
1  think  if  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  had  not 
misunderstood  the  character  of  these  certificates, 
ho  would  not  have  objected  to  my  amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  ■  I  do  not  know  whether  I 
fully  understand  it  now.  I  did  understand  last 
year,  when  we  were  discussing  the  taxation  of 
deposits,  that  these  certificates  w^re  used  as  cur- 
rency, and  really  swelled  the  volume  of  circula- 
tion. Suppose  a  bank  holding  one  of  these  cer- 
tificates from  another  bank  buys  anything  with 
it  in  New  York,  does  it  not  circulate  as  currency.' 
1  may  have  mistaken  the  character  of  tliese  cer- 
tificates. The  gentleman  says  I  have,  !i\\d  he 
ought  to  know  better  than  I  do;  but  I  do  not  like 
the  idea  of  dignifying  them  with  the  name  of  law- 
ful money. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  One  word  in  explanation. 
This  is  not  a  deposit  in  the  usual  mode;  it  is  a 
special  deposit. 

Mr.  STEVEN^.  Is  it  not  a  ceVtificate  of  bal- 
ance when  they  settle  during  the  day? 

Mr.  HOOPER,  No, sir;  it  is  a  certificate  rep- 
resenting an  amount  of  coin  always  on  deposit, 
always  left  in  the  possession  of  this  bank,  and 
never  paid  out  except  to  one  of  the  banks. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Suppose  that  of  two  banks 
one  has  a  balance  against  the  other,  is  not  this  a 
certificate  given  by  the  other  bank,  which  may  be 
used  again  in  future  settlements.' 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Instead  of  passing  over  the 
coin  they  pay  over  the  certificate, 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Well,  I  am  not  willing  to 
call  that  lawful  money,  but'if  the  House  sees  fit 
I  do  not  object. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  now  withdraw  the  amen*d- 
ment  to  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  ha've  one  or  two  other  amend- 
ments which  1  desire  to  offer.  1  move  to  insert 
after  the  word  "Cincinnati,"  in  the  twenty-fifth 
line,  the  words  "  Detroit,  Pittsburg,  Cleveland, 
Albcmy;"  so  that  the  proviso  will  read: 

Proculcil,  That  three  filihs  of  said  firteeii  per  cent. 
)n;iy  consist  of  balances  due;  to  an  association,  available  for 
the  redemption  of  its  circulating  notes,  from  associations 
npprovcd  liy  the  Coniptrolleroftlie  Currency,  organized  un- 
iler  this  act,  in  the  cities  of  St.  Louis,  Louisville,  Chicago, 
New  Orleans,  Ciijcinnati,  Detroit,  Pittsburg,  Cleveland 
Albany,  lialtiniore,  Pliiladelphia,  Boston,  Now  York,  and 
San  Francisco. 


I  hope  the  gentleman  will 


■  Mr.  STEVENS, 
add  "  Milwaukee.' 

Mr.  HOOPER.     I  accept  that  modification. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  his  desired,  I  know,  by  some 
genilemen  from  that  State. 

Mr.  I5R00KS.  I  liave  only  to  remark  that 
that  makes  sixteen  places  of  redemption  of  this 
"  umforin  currency."  I  have  no  doubt  the  gen- 
tleman hna  provided  a  sufficient  number  of  places 
ill  this  bill  to  carry  the  arrangement  throueh.    ' 

^l'-  t!n^.^l^.^-  '^'"^'■*'  are  only  fifteen,  I  think. 

Mr.  HllOOKS.     I  count  sixteen 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  would  like  the  gentleman 
to  include  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Hooper's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER,     1  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
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"  those,"  in  the  thirty-seventh  line,  and  to  insert 
"  the  soutIiern"in  lieu  thereof;  so  that  the  proviso 
will  read: 

Provided^  That  the  cities  of  Cliarleslon  and  Richmond 
may  be  added  to  the  list  of  cities,  in  the  national  associa- 
tions of  which  other  associations  may  keep  three  fifths  of 
their  lawful  money,  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Currency,  tlie  condition  of  the  southern  States 
will  warrant  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  insert  after 
the  word  "  that,"  in  the  twenty-fifth  line,  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Three  fifths  of  said  twenty-five  per  cent,  may  consist  of 
balances  due  to  said  association  on  deposit  in  N(?vv  VTork, 
Philadelphia,  or  Boston,  and  liable  to  draft  at  sight. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  Allow  me  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  gentleman  to  the  fact  that  the 
language  of  the  bill  is  fifteen  percent. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Tlie  provision  which  I 
offer  is  intended  to  apply  to  those  banks  which 
are  required  to  keep  twenty-five  percent,  on  hand. 
The  provision  of  the  bill  is  that  three  fifths  of 
the  fifteen  per  cent,  to  be  kept  in  banks  which 
are  not  in  cities  of  redemption  may  be  in  these 
balances.  The  provision  which  1  send  to  the 
Chair  is  intended  to  provide  that  balances  in  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston,  liable  to  draft 
on  sight,  which  is  the  most  available  means  in 
which  western  men  or  western  associations  can 
have  their  money,  shall  constitute  part  of  the  bal- 
ance required  to  be  kept  on  hand. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  That  would  evidently  be 
reducing  the  strength  of  the  banks,  as  1  under- 
stand it. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  requires  them  to  keepjust 
so  much  less  on  hand.  1  doubt  the  propriety  of 
that. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Pendleton's 
, amendment  to  the  amendment, 

Mr.  PENDLETON  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PtllCE.    1  offer  the  following  amendment: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  enacted,"  in  the  first  line 
of  section  thirty-one,  on  page  25,  down  to  and  including 
the  words  "  warrant  it,"  in  the  thirty-seventh  line  on  page 
26,  and  iffsert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

'J'hat  every  association  organized  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act  sliall  at  all  times  have  on  hand,  in  iawlul, money 
of  the  United  States,  a]i  amount  equal  to  at  least  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  its  notes  in 
circulation  and  its  deposits.  And  whenever  the  lawful 
money  of  any  association  organized  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
below  the  amount  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  its  circu- 
lation and  deposits,  such  association  shall  not  increase  its 
liabilities  by  making  'my  new  loans  or  discounts  otherwise 
than  by  discounting  or  purchasing  bills  of  exchange  payable 
at  sight,  or  make  any  dividends  of  its  profits  until  the  re- 
quired proportion  between  tin;  aggregate  amount  of  its  de- 
posits and  outstanding  notes  of  circulation  and  lawful 
money  of  the  United  States  shall  be  restored. 

The  object  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  Chairman, 
is  to  compel  banks  to  keep  twenty-five  per  cent, 
of  their,  dcjiosits  and  circulation  on  hand  at  all 
times.  As  the  section  now  stands  it  alio  ws  banks 
in  certain  localities  to  keep  but  fifteen  per  cent. 
on  hand.  It  will  be  observed  that  three  fifths  of 
this  amount  may  be  in  eastern  cities  against  which 
they  candi-aw.  The  practical  eflect  of  that  is  just 
this:  a  bank  with  a  circulation  of  ^100,000,  and 
with  a  deposit  line  of  jJ100,000,  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  ifJ200,()00  of  liabilities,  is  required  only  to 
keep  ^30,000  of  that  amount  on  hand.  Three 
fifths  of  that  may  be  in  oome  distant  State.  Three 
fiftlis  of  $30,000  IS  §18,000;  p8,000  deducted  (torn 
P0,000  leaves  $12,000;  so  that  a  bank  will  only 
have  $12,000,  while  it  has  a  direct  liability  of 
$200,000,  half^  of  which  is  an  immediate  liability, 
because  the  deposits  are  liable  to  be  drawn  at  any 
hour. 

I  am  aware  that  tlie  objection  to  this  view  is, 
that  in  the  New  England  Slates  and  in  the  east- 
ern portions  of  Pemisylvania  and  New  York,  the 
currency  can  be  supplied  at  siiort  notice.  But 
this  does  not  apply  to  the  western  States,  and  I 
submit  whether  a  bank  with  $200,000  liabilities 
is  safe  with  $12,000  currency  and  no  more  on 
hand,  it  may  be  replied  that  good  banks  will 
keep  a  sufficient  amount  of  currency  on  hand  to 


meet  their  liabilities.  I  answer  to  that,  that  we 
do  not  make  laws  for  honest  men;  that  the  checks 
in  this  bill  are  not  intended  for  honest  bankers,, 
but  for  wild-cat  bankers,  adventurers,  a-rid  spec- 
ulators. The  objection  to  banking  in  all  ages  of 
tlie  world  has  been  that  men  go  into  the  business 
without  money.  It  is  to  guard  against  this  that 
it  is  provided  that  these  banks  shall  ha>ve  fifteen 
ortwetity-five  percent,  of  their  liabilities  on  hand 
at  all  times.  There  are  such  laws  in  existence 
in  some  of  the  States,  and  they  have  been  found  to 
work  well.  If  they  have  worked  well  in  some 
places  they  will  work  well  in  others.  No  matter 
how  low  the  proportion  required  to  be  kept  on 
hand  is  fixed,  these  small  bankers  will  always 
come  down  to  that  line.  If  you  require  them  to 
keep  $1,000,  that  class  of  bankers  will  keep  no 
more. 

This  is  an  improvement  on  the  old  law,  under 
which  men  could  estaljlish  banks  without  money. 
This  bill  proposes  that  they  shall  have  some 
money  before  they  can  start  a  bank.  Now  it  is 
proposed  that,  after  having  the  money  and  start- 
ing the  bank,  they  shall  keep  so  much  of  it  on 
hand,so  that  when  parties  who  have  claims  against 
tliese  banks  come  in  they  shall  be  able  to  get  their 
checks  cashed,  and  not  be  told  that  they  have 
their  money  in  New  York.  It  is  no  answer  to 
me,  when  1  come  with  my  check  to  be  cashed, 
to  be  told  that  I  can  have  a  draft  on  N<w  York, 
because  I  may  want  tlie  currency  to  use  it.  There 
is  no  safety  otherwise. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman.  This  section  has  been 
prepared  very  carefully  to  meet  the  necessities  of 
the  banks  in  small  places  outside  of  the  centers  of 
business.  Bankers  who  have  been  consulted  have 
generally  agreed  that  it  was  more  convenient  to  the 
public  and  the  baifks  that  they  should  hold  their 
balances  at  these  central  points  where  redemption 
is  required.  It  rarely  occurs  that  a  party  would 
go  out  to  some  distant  jilace  to  receive  coin.  They 
would  prefer  to  take  a  draft  upon  a  central  place. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  want  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
right  here,  there  is  no  coin  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Lawful  money  is  the  expres- 
sion. This  bill  is  not  for  a  day.  We  trust  there 
will  be  a  resumption  of  specie  payment. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  hope  that  my  friend  will  live 
long  enough  to  see  it. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  do  not  look  upon  it  as  so 
long  off  if  we  get  the  control  of  the  currency  for 
the  General  Government  instead  of  leaving  it  to 
the  States  as  now.  If  the  gentleman  looks  further 
iia  the  bill  he  will  see  that  all  of  these  banks  are 
required  to  select  a  bank  in  one  of  the  central  cities 
named  to  redeem  its  bills.  I  think  that  that  will 
obviate  the  objection  the  gentleman  lias  made.  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  not  prevail. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GRISV/OLD'.  I  move  to  insert,  after 
"  San  Francisco,""  thecityofTroy, New  York." 
I  offer  this  amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the 
reason  that  the  city  of  1'roy  is  an  important  bank- 
ing center.  Although  within  a  short  distance  of 
Albany,  (which  has  been  added  to  places  named,) 
its  business  relations  arelo  a  great  extent  distinct. 
Troy  is  connected  by  railway  aiul  other  commu- 
nication directly  and  distinctly  with  the  northern 
part  of  the  State  of  New  York,  with  Vermont, 
and  with  western  Massachusetts.  The  banking 
institutions  in  all  this  region  to  a  great  degree 
correspond  and  keep  their  accounts  with  and  re- 
deem at  banks  in  Troy,  and  their  interests  and 
convenience  will  be  materially  subserved.  I  claim, 
Mr.  Chairman,  there  arc  quite  as  decided  reasons 
for  adding  this  as  in  naming  both  Chicago  and 
Milwaukee.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  iVIassa- 
chusetts  who  has  the  bill  in  charge  [Mr.  Hooper] 
will  consent  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  believe  that  Troy  is  only 
about  six  or  seven  miles  from  Albany.  New 
York  has  two  redeeming  places, and  I  think  that 
is  her  full  share. 

Mr.  GRISVVOLD.  Troy  is  separate  and  dis- 
tinct in  this  regard.  She  baa  large  commercial 
connections  irrespcclivo  of  Albany. 
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'  Mr.  HOOPER.  If  tlie  gonileman  movud  to 
substiluie  Troy  for  Albany  it  would  be  belter. 

TJie  amendment  was  rejected;  there  being,  on  a 
division — ayes  32,  noes  42. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  I  move  to  insert  "  Portland, 
Maine." 

In  this  bill  there  is  only  one  point  of  redemp- 
tion cast  of  the  city  of  New  York  for  those  States 
which  lie  in  that  direction.  My  amendment  pro- 
posps  to  insert  another. . 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  to  say  that  there  is  only  one 
place  for  the  New  England  States — that  there  is 
no  place  cast  of  Boston .' 

Mr.  BLAINE.  One  east  of  New  York  city. 
We  ousht  to  have  another. 

Mr.  BROOKS.     So  1  say. 

On  a  division,  there  were — ayes  45,  noes  41. 

Mr.   STEVENS   deinanded    tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs. Blaine  and 
WiNFiELD  were  appointed. 

The  tellers  reported — ayes  47,  noes  39; no  quo- 
rum voting. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Let  the  amendment  pass. 
We  give  it  up.  I  want  to  put  in  Stumptown  next. 
[Laughter.] 

The  amcnditient  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRANK.  I  move  to  insert  Bufflxlo,  New 
York. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  all  of  the  places  named  except  New  York. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Include  New  York  and  I 
will  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.  This  is  for  a  uniform  cur- 
rency tlfroughout  the  United  States.  I  know  of 
no  way  by  which  we  can  establish  that  uniform- 
ity except  by  fixing  one  place  of  redemption. 
Then  the  notes  of  western  banks  would  be  at  par. 

MESSAGE  FHOM  TUE  SENATE. 

The  committee  informally  rose;  and  the  House 
received  a  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Hick- 
ET,  one  of  theirclerks,  announcing  that  the  Senate 
had  passed  an  act  (H.  R.  No.  15)  to  provide  a 
temporary  government  for  the  Territory  of  Mon- 
tana, with  sundry  amendments;  in  which  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  was  requested. 

The  Senate  insist  upon  their  amendments  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  to  the  bill  of  the  House 
(No.  302)  to  amend  section  nine  of  the  act  ap- 
proved July  17,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  define 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Army,  and  for  other  purposes,"  agree  to  the  con- 
ference asked  for  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon, 
and  had  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Foster, 
and  Mr.  Riddle  the  committee  on  the  part  of  tlie 
Senate. 

NATIONAL  CUllRENCY AGAIN. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  was  sayitig  that  by  requir- 
ing all  the  banks  to  redeem  their  notes  at  New 
York,  as  well  as  at  their  ovn  counters,  the  rate 
of  exchange  will  be  in  favor  of  the  western  banks, 
.and  in  that  way  we  can  secure  a  uniform  system 
of  currency.  But  if  you  allow  the  banks  in  the 
East  to  redeem  in  San  Francisco,  St.  Louis,  or 
Chicago,  and  the  banks  of  the  West  have  to  re- 
deem at  the  same  places,  the  result  will  be  that 
th(;  notes  of  the  western  banks  will  not  be  worth 
as  much  as  the  notes  of  eastern  banks;  nor  will 
the  notes  of  eastern  banks  which  redeem  in  San 
Frunci-sco  be  worth  as  much  as  the  notes  of  west- 
ern banks  that  redeem  in  New  York.  You  can 
have  no  uniform  sytem  of  currency  unless  you 
have  the  money  center  fixed  upoti  as  the  place  of 
redemption. 

Mr.  IIOOPEPi.  I  am  opposed  to  that  amend- 
ment, because  I  think  it  i.s  fur  more  important  that 
every  locality  should  have  its  place  of  redemption 
at  the  central  point  of  its  business  than  it  is  to 
make  New  York  the  great  central  point  of  the 
whole  country.  Such  a  provision  would  cause  an 
immense  aeeumulation  of  the  funds  of  tlie  whole 
country  in  New  York.  TIk;  gentleman  says  he 
objects  to  the  eastern  bunks  redeeming  at  San 
Francisco.  If  he  will  look  at  the  thirty-second 
section  he  will  sc(;  that  the  approval  of  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Currency  is  required  for  the  selection 
of  the  point  at  which  a  bank  will  make  its  redemp- 
tion, and  I  think  that  will  be  found  to  be  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  trouble  which  the  gentleman  fears. 


Mr.  WILSON.  1  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  if  he  ex|Tects  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Currency  to  authorize  banks  to  redeem  at 
any  other  piece  than  New  York.' 

Mr.  HOOPER.     Oh,  yes. 
'-  Mr.  WILSON.  Well,  if  heauthorizes  western 
banks  to  redeem  at  St.  Louis ,  will  their  notes  be 
worth  as  much  as  if  the  redemption  Wtis  in  New 
York.? 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  am  inclined  to  think  they 
would  be.  At  any  rate  there  would  be  but  a  very 
slight  rate  of  exchange. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  difference  would  be  the 
rate  of  exchange,  and  that  is  what  we  in  the  West 
do  not  want  to  have  against  us. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  believe  that  if  we  make  the 
circulation  of  the  whole  country  redeemable  at  the 
places  named,  some  fifteen  of  them,  we  will  have 
taken  a  great  step  toward  obtaining  a  uniform  cur- 
rency. My  impression  is  that  when  we  have  done 
that  the  b^nksin  these  places  will  find  it  for  their 
interest  to  make  the  currency  of  their  State  parat 
New  York.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  In  order  to  say  a  few  words, 
I  move  that  "  Brooklyn"  be  inserted  after  "  New 
York."  I  am  happy  to  hear  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa.  It  has  a 
business  look,  and  is  a  practical  proposition,  and 
the  only  proposition  which  will  give  a  uniform 
currency  under  this  bill.  It  is  the  rehabilitation 
in  substance,  so  far  as  thecurrency  of  the  United 
States  is  concerned,  of  the  old  United  States  Bank, 
which,  through  its  branches  redeeming  all  its  is- 
sues, did  in  point  of  fact  provide  in  effect  a  uni- 
form currency.  And  this,  if  carried,  will  produce 
a  uniform  currency,  and  this  alone  will  do  it. 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  to  a  fact  which  occurred  in  his  own  West. 
Butafew  weeks  since,  the  bajiksof  St.  Louis,  new 
bhnks,  were  providing  themselves  with  the  cur- 
rency of  the  banks  of  Wisconsin,  and  those  new 
banks  issued  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  Wisconsin 
in  St.  Louis,  while  the  banks  of  Wisconsin  were 
issuing  the  notes  of  the  ba-nks  of  St.  Louis,  and 
the  brokers  in  St.  Louis  were  redeeming  those 
notes  at  one  quarter  and  one  half  per  cent,  dis- 
count. This  is  already  one  .of  the  practical  op- 
.eraiions  of  this  banking  law.  There  is  no  other 
monetary  center  but  New  York;  there  is  no  other 
place  where  a  uniform  currency  can  be  obtained; 
and  if  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  desire  to  have  a  uniform  currency  they  will 
strike  out  of  this  bill  iheseventeen  bids  vii'riich  they 
have  put  in  itforvotes  in  otherparts  of  the  Union, 
and  come  to  the  monetary  center.  New  York. 

We  in  New  York  have  no  particular  interest 
in  this  matter.  The  more  the  currency  is  de- 
ranged the  more  money  we  will  make  out  of  it. 
We  are  a  people  of  bankers  and  brokers,  and  we 
know  how  to  profit  from  the  misfortunes  of  the 
country  and  we  will  profit  by  those  misfortunes. 
But  I  repeat  that  if  we  desire  to  have  a  dollar  here 
a  dollar  everywhere,  there  is  no  other  means  of 
obtaining  it  but  that  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa.  1  withdraw  my  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  CRAVENS.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
ins(;rling  "  Indianupolis"after  the  words  "New 
York." 

Mr.  WILSON.  Is  that  offered  as  an  amend- 
ment to  my  ainendment? 

The  CHAIRMAN.     It  is. 

Mr.  CRAVENS.  I  withdraw  my  amendment 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Is  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa  [Mr.  Wilson]  now  pending.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is,  but  debate  is  ex- 
hausted upon  it. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  move  then  to  strike  out  the 
last  word.  I  propose  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
the  proposition  ofthe  gentletjian  from  Iowa,  and 
1  woyld  not  say  a  word  but  for  the  fact  that  the 
])rop(i.sition  comes  from  a  gentlemen  who  is  gen- 
erally so  sensible  as  the  gentleman  from  lown, 
and  hut  for  the  rcmarktiblo  views  also  whie.h  he 
has  advanced  in  support  of  it.  1  fear,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  the  gentleman's  views  might  possibly 
prevail  in  this  House.  I  fear  that  there  are  n 
great  many  western  men  who  may  agree  with 
iiim  upon  this  proposition  that  the  rate  of  ex- 
change will  begrcatly  enhanced  by  the  provision 
ofthe  bill  as  it  now  stands,  for  if  you  grant  his 
premises  his  conclusions  are  undoubtedly  correct. 


Now,  sir,  I  can  hardly  conceive  of  anything  so 
absurd  as  to  compare  the  state  of  things,  so  fa^-as 
the  currency  is  concerned,  which  would  exist  un- 
der this  bill  with  that  which  has  existed  in  the 
West  in  the  past  in  regard  to  exchange.  1 1  seems 
to  me  perfectly  apparent  on  the  face  of  it  that  this 
measure  will  secure  so  nearly  a  uniform  system 
of  currency  that  the  exchange  can  be  nothing  more 
than  the  insurance  and  cost  of  transportation  of 
this  paper  money  from  one  section  of  the  country 
to  another,  which  is  a  mere  nothing.  At  the  out- 
side it  cannot  be  over  one  fourth  of  one  percent., 
and  I  do  not  believe  it  need  be  one  eighth  per  cent. 

When  the  bills  are  secured  by  bonds  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  are  to  be 
receivable  for  public  dues  of  every  nature  and  de- 
scription, except  custom-house  duties,  through- 
out the  Union,  can  it  be  possible  that  it  will  be 
higher  than  that.'  > 

The  restrictions  contained  in  this  bill  upon  the 
circulation  ofthe  notes,  compellingall  thebanksin 
the  West — and  the  gentleman  alluded  to  that  sec- 
tion of  country  more  particularly — and  all  over 
the  country,  to  secure  this  circulation  by  bonds 
of  thg  Government,  will  prevent  undueexpansion 
and  prevent  an  expansion  beyond  the  actual  cap- 
ital which  they  possess.  This  security  will,  of 
course,  give  confidence  to  every  holder  of  these 
bills.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  thai  nothing  could  be 
more  utterly  absurd  than  the  view  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  lowathat  theralesofexchange 
under  the  system  proposed  by  this  bill  will  be 
anything  like  what  they  have  been  in  times  past, 
with  a  depreciated  currency,  sometimes  five,  ten, 
twenty,  and  even  fifty  per  cent. 

Mr.  Chairman,  iheadvocacy  of  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  is  sensible,  and 
might  have  been  expected  from  him.  Heisallep- 
reseiUative  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  it  is 
his  duty  to  protect  the  interests  of  that  city;  and 
of  course  he  would  like  to  have  all  the  rest  of  the 
country  tributary  to  the  city  of  New  York.  Wc 
are  obliged  to  be  so  -in  a  great  measure  now;  and 
so  far  as  Boston  is  concerned,  it  is  tributary  in  a 
grcatdegree  in  all  its' interests  to  the  city  of  New 
York.  That  we  are  compelled  to  submit  to.  But 
we  do  not  want  to  be  compelled  to  redeem  our  cur- 
rency in  New  York  when  we  can  redeem  it  in  Bos- 
ton as  well;  and  so  of  all  the  other  central  points 
throughout  the  Union.  The  sole  purpose  ofthe 
gentleman  from  Iowa,  he  says,  is  to  protect  the 
people  ofthe  West  from  those  enormous  rates  of 
exchange  so  ruinous  to  western  interests  in  the 
past.  This  is  all  very  well;  butthe  gentleman  and 
those  w"ho  think  with  him  misapprehend  the  mat- 
ter of  exchange  and  the  basis  upon  which  it  rests. 
Now,  sir,  the  difference  of  exchange  between 
Chicago  and  New  York,  upon  the  basis  of  coin, 
is  the  cost  of  transportation  of  that  coin  between 
those  two  points,  arid  nothing  more, except  it  may 
lie  insurance.  The  same  rule  holds  good  with  re- 
gard to  paper;  and  this  high  rate  of  exchange  in 
the  past  was  owing  to, the  fact  that  the  paper  de- 
preciated, and  the  exchange  was  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  a  premium 'of  insurance'^r  guaran- 
tee, differing  in  amount,  according  to  the  degree 
of  confidence  felt  in  the  ability  to  redeem  these 
issues.  Under  this  system  of  currency  no  such 
result  can  follow  to  any  extent,  because  these 
bills  are  all  secured  by  Government  bonds,  and 
receivable  for  most  public  dues.  If  there  is  any  ■ 
provision  in  this  bill  which  more  than  anything 
else  meets  iiiy  approbation  to  the  fullest  extent,  it 
is  that  providing  for  several  points  of  redemption. 
I  hope  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  ofPennsylvania.  Mr.Chair- 
.man,  I  have  stood  here,  at  all  limes,  resisting  cen- 
tralization of  the  political  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  1  so  stand  to-day  resisting  the  financial 
centralization  contemplated  by  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Iowa.  The  practical  effectof 
its  adoption  would  be  to  cut  offPhiladelphia,  and 
make  it  what  New  Yorkers  allege  it  to  be  now — 
a  village.  I  jioint  with  great  pride  J,o  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  five-twenties  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, where  the  demand  for  those  bonds  was  so 
great  that  the  Government  found  itself  advancing 
beyond  the  limit  assigned  in  the  law,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  $11, 0()0-,()(K).  This  is  a  practical  answer 
to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa, 
an  answer  which  a  merchant  or  any  sensible  man 
would  be  quick  to  give.     We  have  succeeded  in 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1379 


negotiating  in  Piiilndelpliia  JJ511, 000,000  in  five- 
tweiitj'  bonds.  After  tliat  oxliibition  of  financial 
ability,  and  after  tlio  patriotism  shown  by  the 
citizens  of  that  city,  why  should  there  be  an  at- 
tcntipt  made  here  to  strike  down  Philadelphia  in- 
terests? I  trust  that  gentlemen  from  othet  sec- 
tions of  the  country  will  see  how  the  interests  of 
their  sections  are  also  to  be  stricken  at,  and  will 
give  a  quietus  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa. 

Mr.  ALLEY.     I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  renew  it.  I  merely  wish  to 
state  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts that  he  cannotteacha  western  man  anything 
in  relation  to  the  rate  of  exchange  which  they 
have  to  pay  in  the  West.  He  may  theorize  upon 
it,  but  we  have  the  stubborn  facts  to  deal  with. 
We  have  the  experience  of  past  years.  He  says 
that  we  cannot  expect  the  rate  of  exchange  to  be 
as  great  against  the  national  currency  as  it  has 
been  against  the  currency  of  the  western  banks. 
That  may  be.  We  have  had  to  pay  as  high  as 
fifteen  per  cent,  on  western  money.  It  may  be 
that  we  will  have  to  pay  two  or  three  per  cent, 
on  the  currency  of  the  national  banks,  unless  they 
are  required  to  redeem  at  New  York.        * 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Will  my  friend  from  Iowa  an- 
swer nie  one  question:  whether  there  was  any 
difference  of  exchange  between  the  West  and  the 
East — beyond,  say,  one  quarter  or  one  half  per 
cent. — that  did  not  grow  out  of  the  depreciation 
of  western  money.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  We  had  in  the  West  banks 
established  on  United  States  stocks  that  were  just 
as  safe,  just  as  sound  as  the  banks  proposed  to 
be  established  under  this  bill;  and  yet  we  had  to 
pay  two,  three,  five,  or  ten  per  cent. exchange  on 
their  currency.  There  will  be  the  same  causes 
operating,  probably  not  to  so  great  an  extent, 
against  the  currency  of  the  national  banks,  for  this 
reason:  there  will  be  still  a  currency  in  existence 
belter  than  the  currency  of  these  national  banks. 
This  bill  provides  for  the  issuing  of  ^00,000,000 
of  currency.  That  is  not  a  sufficient  amount  to 
crowd  out  of  circulation  all  the  Treasury  notes 
of  the  United  States.  These  notes  are  legal 
tender  for  all  public  or  private  dues,  whereas  the 
notes  of  these  national  banks  are  not  to  be  legal 
tender  as  between  individuals.  Consequently  the 
legal-tender  notes  of  the  Government  will  be  bet- 
ter in  all  parts  of  the  country  than  the  notes  of 
these  national  banks.  That  will  create  rates  of 
exchange  greater  against  the  notes  of  the  national 
banks  than  against  the  currency  issued  by  the 
Government.  We  must  guard  against  that  un- 
less we  wish  the  people  of  the  western  States  to 
be  taxed  unnecessarily.  But  we  have  within  our 
hands  a  remedy  that  will  be  ample  and  complete 
if  we  require  them  to  redeem  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  We  will  have  then  established  as  perfect 
a  uniformity  of  currency  in  the  country  as  can 
be  established.  We  may  have  to  allow  one  eighth 
or  one  quarter  per  cent,  to  cover  the  cost  of  re- 
demption in  the  city  of  New  York.  That  will 
cover  the  entire  rate  of  exchange  that  we  will  be 
subject  to.  I  hope  every  western  man  will  sup- 
port the  proposition.  The  argument  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Randall] 
against  it  is  merely  that  of  local  interest.  1  hope 
that  we  shall  look  at  the  interests  of  the  whole 
country,  and  allow  no  higher  discount  than  will 
cover  the  cost  of  redemption  in  New  York.  I 
withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  words  "  New  York," 
and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof  as  follows: 

And  llie  notes  of  eacli  national  association  sliall  be  re- 
ceived by  every  oilier  national  association  at  par. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  opposed  to  this 
whole  system  of  central  redemption.  I  believe  itis 
enough  that  every  bank  pny.s;  its  notes  where  it 
promises  to  pay  them  according  to  the  old  sys- 
tem, and  that  there  ought  to  be^iione  of  this  dis- 
crimination. 

But  1  am  willing  that  these  notes  shall  go  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  at  par,  where 
ever  they  go,  and  that  will  be  the  effect  if  we  com- 
pel each  association  to  receive  at  par  the  notes  of 
cvery^  othcrassociation.  And  there  is  no  danger  in 
it.  They  are  all  .secured  in  the  same  way,  by  na- 
tioiuil  bonds.  Then  ugentleman  starting  from  Iowa 
with  his  pockets  full  of  these  notes,  as  my  friend 
will  some  day  start,  when  he  gets  to  M'ilwauUce, 
can  exchange  them  ut  par  for  the  money  issued 


there.  He  can  go  to  New  York,  and  they  will 
be  at  par,  as  they  will  in  every  part  of  the  Union. 
I  am,  however,  opposed  to  requiring  these  na- 
tional banks  to  redeem  their  circulation  at  any 
other  point  than  that  where  t"hey  are  issued. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  When  the  proposition  was 
first  before  the  House  I  was  against  the  adoption 
of  the  system;  but  the  question  now  arises 
whether  we  shall  adopt  such  necessary  amend- 
ments as  will  improve  and  perfect  it  in  its  opera- 
tions, or  whether  we  shall  allow  it  to  remain  with 
all  the  deformities  which  are  acknowledged  to 
exist  in  it. 

I  believe  that  the  proposition  as  originally  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
establishing  a  certain  number  of  places  where 
these  notes  were  to  be  redeemed ,  was  amply  suffi- 
cient, and  that  the  additions  which  have  been 
made  here  in  a  fit  of  good  nature  have  not  been 
adopted,  possibly  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting 
the  bill,  but  rather  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it. 

I  very  much  fear  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  now  pending,  if  adopted,  will  in  effect 
put  an  end  to  the  system,  for  the  reason  that  capi- 
talists will  not  invest  their  money  in  the  stocks 
of  these  banks  if  each  is  to  be  responsible  for  the 
management  of  all  the  other  banks  in  the  country. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  offered  the  amendment  for  the  pur- 
pose of  killing  the  bill  or  not,  but  I  am  afraid  it 
will  be  entirely  fatal  if  it  shall  be  adopted. 

Now,  sir,  1  hope  when  we  come  to  vote  upon 
this  bill  in  the  House  we  shall  vote  down  the 
amendments,  including  all  the  little  places  which 
have  been  voted  in  here,  and  that  we  shall  simply 
include  the  places  incorporated  into  the  bill  as 
originally  reported. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment, 

Mr.  MORRILL  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Pike  and 
English  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  54,  noes  54. 

The  CHAIRMAN  voted  in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend-, 
ment  by  striking  out  the  last  word.  I  do  it  for 
the  purpose  of  saying  to  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
that  an  amendment  was  prepared,  to  be  put  into 
the  next  section,  which  I  think  will  obviate  his 
objection.  It  is  that  it  shall  be  at  the  option  of 
banks  established  elsewhere  than  in  New  York 
to  redeem  their  circulation  there  at  a  discount  of 
a  fifth  or  a  quarter  of  one  per  cent.,  or  at  par,  as 
the  House  may  choose  to  fix  it.  In  other  words, 
I  propose  to  allow  these  banks  throughout  the 
country  to  make  their  redemption  atJ>Jew  York 
instead  of  at  these  several  points. 

Mr,  WILSON.  That  does  not  meet  the  idea 
I  had  in  view  at  all.  I  wish  to  compel  these  banks 
to  redeem  their  notes  in  NewYork,  and  not  merely 
leave  it  at  their  option  to  redeem  them  there.  Sup-, 
pose  they  determine  not  to  redeem  them  there, 
how  much  will  the  gentleman's  amendment 
amount  to.' 

Mr.  HOOPER  withdrew  his  ameTidment. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  renew  the  amend- 
ment. I  do  it  for  the  reason  that  I  believe  the 
provisions  covered  by  the  amendment  are  wise 
ones.  We  all  know  that  New  York  is  the  great 
center  of  the  commerce  of  this  country,  and  there 
js  no  legislation  that  this  Congress -could  adopt 
which  would  prevent  New  York  from  remaining 
that  center.  San  Francisco,  Chicago,  New  Or- 
leans, and  every  other  city  in  the  country,  has  its 
commercial  relations  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
Congress  cannot  put  a  stop  to  those  relations. 
Vast  amounts  of  gold  and  paper  are  sold  in  mar- 
ket, and  the  results  of  that  sale  in  market  are  con- 
centrated in  the  city  of  New  York.  These  insti- 
tutions arc  always  receiving  paper  in  NewYork, 
which  goes  there  for  redemption. 

■  Taking  that  into  consideration,  there  is  no  hard- 
ship in  providing  that  the  banks  may  redeem  in 
New  Y'Ork  at  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent.  There 
is  an  inducement  held  out  to  every  bank  in  the 
country  to  make  its"  redemption  there,  because  it 
must  of  necessity  by  the  laws  of  coiTimerce  have 
its  commercial  relations  with  that  point.  All  you 
want  to  do  beyond  the  ordinary  benefit'these 
banks  have  by  their  collection  in  New  York  is 
to  give  tliem  what  will  cover  insurance.  One 
quarter  of  one  per  cent,  is  perhaps  ii  fair  price  for 


that.  Then  you  must  remember  that  that  is  no 
more  than  every  man  is  willing  to  pay  as  insur- 
ance on  his  own  account.  He  gets  his  draft  on 
New  York  for  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent.  He 
would  prefer  to  pay  that  rather  than  transmit 
currency  by  mail. 

Every  consideration  points  to  thejustice  as  well 
as  the  expediency  of  this  provision.  It  is  to  the 
interest  of  the  banks  to  redeem  at  New  York.  I 
tell  gentlemen  from  the  West  that  I  have  been  in 
most  of  the  western  States,  and  I  say  that  wh'ere 
everyoufindah  institution  of S100,000or  $200,000 
you  will  find  its  redeeming  and  collecting  agents 
in  New  York  city.  I  do  not  know  of  a  single 
bank  throughout  the  broad  West  which  is  an  ex- 
ception to  that  rule.  It  is  to  their  interest  to  do 
so.  Ifwegive  them  power  to  collect  what  itcosts 
to  put  their  funds  there  we  will  come  the  nearer  to 
establishingauniformityof  currency  than  by  any 
other  course. 

Mr.  BLOW.  I  am  astonished  when  1  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Vv'^ilson]  propose  to 
concentrate  everything  in  the  great  commercial 
capital  of  the  country,  the  city  of  New  York.  I  am 
not  surprised  when  I  hear  other  gentlemen  make 
similar  propositions,  but  I  am  astonished  when 
1  hear  a  gentleman  from  the  West,  the  neglected 
West,  offer  to  part  with  the  piivilege  we  have 
now  to  redeem  at  home'.  I  say,  sir,  that  I  can- 
not withhold  my  astonishment  that  this  proposi- 
tion should  come  from  that  source  when  the  whole 
legislation  of  the  country  seems  to  be  tending  to 
the  sea-board.  When  we  have  a  system  of  bank- 
ing which  allows  to  the  banks  of  the  West  the 
privilege  that  is  given  to  other  banks,  a  west- 
ern Representative  submits  a  proposition  which 
makes  us  tributary  to  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  something  of  banking 
in  the  West.  1  know  something  of  banking  in 
Iowa  and  Minnesota,  and  I  know  that  the  people 
of  those  States^^-liave  been  shaved  simply  for  the 
want  of  a  uniform  system  of  banking.  Now, 
when  we  are  to  have  a  law  that  will  protect  the 
people  there  from  enormous  losses, -the  moment 
we  are  about  to  accomplish  that  purpose,  this 
proposition  is  moved  by  the  gentleman  ■  from 
Iowa.  I  hope  that  the  amendment  will  not  pre- 
vail, and  that  the  places  named  in  the  bill  will  be 
allowed  to  remain. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  renew  it.  I  am  not  surprised, 
Mr.  Chairman,  at  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri.  The  fact  that  in  the  bill  as  re- 
ported by  the  committee  St.  Louis  is  fixed  as  one 
of  these  points  at  which  balances  shall  be  kept 
and-  redemption  may  be  had,  is  a  suflicient  expla- 
nation. 1  want  to  ask  him  what  advantage  it 
would  be  to  a  merchant  in  Iowa  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  having  Iowa  notes  redeemed  at  St.  Louis 
when  he  wants  to  pay  a  debt  in  New  York  .'  I 
say  now,  as  I  have  said  before,  that  experience 
is  better  than  theory.  I  am  not  legislating  for 
the  benefit  of  St.  Louis,  but  for  the  security  of 
the  people  of  the  West;  to  secure  to  them  a  uni- 
form currency.  By  allowing  the  western  banks 
to  redeem  at  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  and  San  Fran- 
cisco you  will  always  have  the  rate  of  exchange 
against  them.  That  is  my  reason  for  tny  course, 
and  it  is  clear  enough  to  my  mind  to  warrant  me 
in  asking  this  House  to  support  the  amendment 
which  I  have  submitted,  and  which  I  believe,  if 
adopted,  will  give  universal  satisfaction  to  the 
business  men  of  the  WesP;  unless  it  may  be  those 
located  at  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  and  the  points 
named  in  this  bill  where  balances  are  to  be  kept 
and  redemptions  are  to  be  made.  I  withdraw  my 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  J.  ALLEN.  I  would  like  to  inquire 
of  the  gentleman  who  has  charge  Of  this  bill 
whether  it  is  the  object  of  those  of  his  political 
ilk  to  driveout  of  circulation  all  currency  issued 
by  State  authority .'  Is  centralization,  monetarily 
considered,  now  to  be  the  law.'  This  movement — 
if  such  be  the  fact,  and  I  suppose  it  is  from  what 
I  have  seen  here  to-day — is  but  the  reinaugura- 
tion  of  the  old  national  bank'  system  under  the 
auspices  of  Nicholas  Biddle.  cAre  we  to  be  treated 
with  the  same  plate  of  soup  in  this  time  of  our 
direst  trouble,  which  nauseated  the  stomach  of 
the  nation  at  the  time  when  Jackson  was  at  the 
helm  of  State.'  We  have  no  .Tacksoii  there  now. 
This  must  be  admitted  by  all.  But  we  have  a 
man  at  the  wheel  of  power  whose  early  education 
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in  a  finniicial  point  of  view  was  drpadfully  neg- 
lected, as  !  suftpose.  Now,  if  it  is  the  object  upon 
the  ])ail  of  lliose  who  have  ciiaige  of  lliis  hill  to 
drive  out  of  circulation  nil  notes  issued  under  State 
auiliority,  let  ihem  say  so.  Tlie  remarks  of  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Ohio,  thougii  sig- 
nificant, are  not  conclusive  upon  this  point.  Jf 
we  are  to  liave,  in  this  time  of  tribulation,  a  re- 
suscitation of  tiie  old  national  bank  system,  let 
ihiit  be  understood.  I  call  upon  these  gentlemen 
who  have  a  great  deal  of  character  throughout  the 
country  for  financial  ability,  to  say  what  their 
f.bjvct  is  ill  regard  to  the  subject-matter  of  this  bill. 

Now  I  know  quite  as  well  as  anybody  that 
a  machine  is  at  work  making  money.  We  all 
understand  that;  but  how  long  can  it  keep  at 
work  without  some  sort  of  aid  at  the  bottom? 
My  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Mallory]  sug- 
gests greasing;  I  adopt  the  term,  it  is  a  good  one. 
is  not  the  circulation  of  the  State  bank  notes  at 
il)e  present  hour  an  adjunct  to  the  national  cur- 
rency.' I  am  no  State  bank  man.  I  belong  to 
that  [)arty  which  is  opposed  to  all  banks,  and  al- 
v/ays  have  been  opposed  to  banks.  I  have  been 
ill  favor  of  those  commodities  called  gold  and  sil- 
ver, which  are  now  away  up  in  commercial  cir- 
cles— almost  out  of  sight.  Even  though  I  was  a 
Slate  bank  man — which  I  said  I  was  not — I  could 
not  favor  this  bill.  Will  not  the  chairrnan  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean.s  be  in  favor  of 
receiving  State  aid  in  reference  to  the  national 
currency  ? 

I  simply  throw  out  these  suggestions  because 
1  w-nnt  information.  The  country  wants  inform- 
ation. I  want  to  be  educated;  1  mean, financially. 
I  am  in  the  same  condition  about  this  matter  that 
1  think  the  President  of  the  United  States  is. 

Mr.  KA.'sSON.  If  I  under.stand  the  effect  of 
the  amendment,  it  is  to  bring  the  proposition  back 
to  the  city  of  New  York  alone  as  the  place  of  re- 
demption. Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  fact  that  while  it  was  first  proposed 
toesiabliih  the  city  of  New  York  as  the  sole  place 
of  redemption,  a  further  discussion  displayed  the 
fact  that  the  place  of  redemption  should  follow 
the  course  of  trade.  Now,  we  thought  in  our  ex- 
amination that  in  many  parts  of  the  country  the 
course  of  trade  did  not  h'ad  to  the  city  of  New 
York  as  the  proper  place  of  redemption.  In  New 
England,  for  example,  the  prin.cipal  course  of 
trade  leads  to  Boston;  in  some  parts  of  the  South- 
west it  has  hitherto  led  to  New  Orleans;  in  the 
Pacific  States  it  leads  to  San  Francisco.  We  can- 
not, therefore,  i-ti  this  case,  any  more  than  in  the 
other  case  which  was  recently  so  t'ully  debated, 
nttempt  to  accommodate  by  an  absolute  provision 
every  portion  of  lift  United  States.  How,  then, 
shall  we  accomplish  the  desired  result.'  for  our 
legisla;ron  clearly  should  follow  the  ordinary 
course  of  trade  and  commerce  and  the  necessities 
of  the  community.  We  can  do  it  by  selecting 
the  leading/oci  of  commerce  and  trade,  the  lead- 
ing centers  to  which  the  transactions  of  the  com- 
munity tend,  and  establish  several  places  of  re- 
demption with  n  view  to  accommodate  the  com- 
munity in  that  respect. 

But  gentlemen  may  ask,  "How  can  you  pre- 
vent the  bank.s  from  selectingan  inconvenientcity 
of  redemption?  "  We  prevent  it  by  making  it 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Currency,  a  tlismierested  (lublic  officer,  who  will 
himself  direct  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  banks 
ill  selecting  a  place  of  redemption,  and  keeping 
their  dcposiiH  (here  for  that  purpose,  as  will  ac- 
commodate the  laws  of  trade  in  the  communiiica 
in  which  the  banks  are  entnblished..  I  submit  to 
the  C'^mmittee  that  no  other  rule  can  be  iidoptcd 
which  will  so  fully  mc<t  the  wants  of  the  commu- 
nity ill  tlw,differciit  jiart-s  of  this  widely  extended 
country.  If  there  be  too  many  points  established 
in  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  thui,  of  course,  can 
be  corrected.  But  it  i.s  certainly  due,  I  think,  to 
the  interests  of  the  different  Bcciions  of  this  very 
e.xtenocd  country  that  we  should  allow,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cur- 
rency, who  can  be  influenced  by  none  other  than 
the  public  iiiterrstsi,  the  selection  of  a  city  for  the 
redemption  of  tin;  currency  of  banks  in  one  part 
of  the  couiUry  different  from  thutimposed  on  an- 
other. 1  do  not  think,  for  instance,  that  Maine 
ought  to  be  compelled  to  redeem  in  San  Frnncis- 
co,  nor  San  Francisco  necessarily  in  New  York, 
UnleM  lh«  ehannolt  of  trodo  ukc  the  eurrencjr 
Uwre. 


Mr.  WILSON.  '  Will  my  colleague  allow  me 
to  a.sk  him  a  question? 

Mr.  KASSON.     I  will  yield  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  to  ask  my  colleague 
wheiliera  bill  drawn  at  Memphis  on  New  Orleans 
is  worth  as  much  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  in 
New  Orleans  as  a  bill  drawn  in  Memphis  payable 
in  New  York? 

Mr.  KASSON.  That  depends  on  the  course 
of  trade.  At  certain  seasons  of  the  year  exchange 
fiom  New  Orleans  to  New  York  was,  prior  to 
thi.s  war,  above  par,  and  at  other  seasons  below 
par.  It  varii:s  according  to  the  course  of  com- 
merce, and  you  cannot  fix  it  by  legislation. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Allow  mo  to  ask  one  other 
question. 

Mr.  KASSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  ask  my  colleague 
whether  a  bill  drawn  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  on 
Chicago  is  worth  as  much  for  the  payment  of  a 
debt  in  Chicago  as  a  bill  drawn  in  13urlington  on 
New  York  ? 

Mr.  KASSON.  Tliat  again  depends  on  the 
course  of  trade. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  like  to  ask  my  col- 
leagui;  whether  he  ever  knew  of  a  bill  drawn  in 
Burlington  on  Chicago  worth  as  much  as  a  bill 
drawn  in  Burlington  on  Ndw  York? 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  am  not  a  merchant;  I  can 
only  say  that  on  sorne  occasions  I  found  exchange 
in  Chicago  on  New  York  at  par,  and  on  other 
occasions  above  par. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  op  Mr.  Wilson's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PIllCE.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  all  the  places  named  for  redemption  except 
I^ew  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston.  I  wish 
gentlemen  to  understand  the  difference  between 
the  tv/o  sections — the  one  now  under  considera- 
tion and  the  one  that  follows  it.  The  section 
under  consideration  does  not  compel  a  bank  to 
redeem  atall.  Murk  that.  Itonly  fixes  the  places 
where  these  banks  may  be  allowed  to  keep  three 
fifths  of  their  fifteen  or  twenty-five  per  cent.  We 
have  been  confounding  the  two  sections.  It  is 
that  which  has  led  to  the  confusion.  The  next 
section  is  the  one  that  compels  the  redemptioa. 
This  only  fixes  three  points  where  a  bank  may — 
not  shall — kce)i  a  balance  to  be  counted  as  money. 
Then  you  can  compel  them  to  redeem  where  you 
]ilease.  That  is  done  by  the  next  section.  It  is 
time  enough  to  consider  that  when  we  come  to  it. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  conceive 
that  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Price]  has 
hit  on  the  position  vifhich  I  think  is  true  in  regard 
to  this  bill.  Gentlemen  have  made  a  great  many 
arguments  on  the  subject  of  redemption.  But 
wiiat  1  desire  particularly  to  ascertain  from  the 
gentlemen  having  this  bill  in  charge  is,  what  is 
meant  under  the  bill  by  the  term  "redemption?" 
There  v/as  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  country 
when  \VK  knew  what  the  redemption  of  a  bank 
bill  meant.  But  we  do  not  know  it  now.  A 
gentleman  busidc  me  says  that  in  Kentucky  re- 
demption is  the  paying  in  whisky  and  tobacco. 
That  may  be  so  there.  In  Wisconsin  they  pay 
in  some  places  in  badgers,  in  other  places  in  shin- 
gle blocks,  and  in  other  places  in  white-fish.  I 
should  like  to  have  some  gentleman  who  is  posted 
on  the  subject  to  give  us  some  information  as  to 
what  is  meant  in  this  bill  by  the  term  "redemp- 
tion." 1  know  that  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Hooper]  having  the  bill  in  charge 
said  he  hoped  to  live  to  see  the  time  when  redemp- 
tion would  take  place,  as  it  used  to  take  place, 
with  lawful  money.  1  think  that  gentleman's 
hairs  are  altogether  too  white  to  authorize  him  to 
indulge  in  any  such  hope.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  youngest  man  in  this  House  will  live  to  sec 
the  lime  when  this  paper  currency  will  be  re- 
deemed. I  believe  it  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chaii- 
man,  of  this  character  of  paper,  that  it  "  know- 
eth  nottJiatits  redeemer  livelli.  "  I  doubt  Whether 
any  of  us  can  say  that  it  ever  will  have  a  redeemer. 
If  gentleman  can  say  when, liow, and  whert;,  this 
money  is  to  be  redeemed,  I  wish  in  God's  name 
they  would  inform  us. 

'riieqin-Hiion  was  taken  on  Mr.  Price's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  riae. 

Tko  motion  was  not  agreed  to, 


Mr.  CRAVENS.  I  move  to  amend  by  adding, 
after  the  wottls  "New  York,"  the  word  "  In- 
dianapolis." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise^or  the  purpose  of  closing  debate  on  this  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  CRAVENS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  let 
the  vote  be  taken  on,my  amendment  before  press- 
ing that  motion. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  vote  can  be  taken  on 
the  amendment  immediately  after  the  House  goes 
back  into  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Rollins,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
onthe  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  under  con- 
sideration, and  particularly,  as  a  special  order,  the 
national  currency  bill,  and  had  come  to  no  con- 
clusion thereon. 

Mr.  MORRILL."  I  move  that  when  the  House 
resolves  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union  all  debate  upon  the  pend- 
ing saction  be  closed  in  one  minute  after  the  com- 
mittee resume  its  consideration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  J.C.ALLEN.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

MONTANA  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  Before  the  question  is  put  on 
that  motion,  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  yieU  to  en- 
able me  to  ask  consent  to  have  a  bill  taken  up, 
and  a  committee  of  conference  appointed  on  it. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.     I  yield  for  that  purpose. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  first 
have  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  to  yield 
before  the  Chair  can  put  his  request  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  will  yield  to  the  gentleman 
for  the  purpose  he  has  ipidicated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BEAMAN,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  bill  to  provide  a  tenxporary  govern- 
ment for  the  Territory  of  Montana  was  taken 
from  the  Speaker's  table,  with  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  thereto. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  move  to  non-concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  ask  a  committee 
of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
,   The  que^ion  recurred  on  the  motion  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

GENERAL  ANDERSON. 

Mr.  CHANLER,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented the  joint  resolutions  of.ihe  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  New  York  relative  to  General  Robert 
Anderson;  which  were  laid  on  the  tabli?,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 

RJORRILL. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  ofthe  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Rollins,'  of  New 
Hampshire,  in  the  chair.)  and  resunied  the  con- 
sideration of  House  bill  No.  3,33,  relative  to  the 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  question  to  be  on 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Cravens.] 

Mr.  HOOPER.  1  desire  to  make  a  single  re- 
mark in  reference  to  that  amendment  in  the  min- 
ute to  which  the  debate  is  limited.  1  desire  to 
say  that  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  who 
was  from  Indiana,  aslced  me  particularly  not  to 
insert  lndiana|)olis.     [Laughter.] 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  am  directed  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to  insert  a  ver- 
bal amendment  in  section  thirty-two.  I  movi",  in 
line  ten,  to  strike  out  after  the  word  "'fail"  the 
words  "  for  the  term  of  thirty  days,"  and  to  in- 
sert the  words  "either  to  make  selection  or." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  move  to  amend  the  same  sec- 
tion in  the  third  line  by  striking  out  the  word 
"  named,"  by  striking  out  olso  in  the  fourth  line 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1381 


the  words  "in  the  preceding  section,"  and  by- 
inserting  the  words  "Philadelphia,  Boston,  or 
New  York." 

Now.Mr.  Chairman,  the  object  of  offering  that 
amendment  is  to  provide  that  these  national 
banks  of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  re- 
deem their  notes  in  New  York, Boston, and  Phil- 
adclpliia,and  not  as  the  section  would  read  with- 
out that  ainendment.  Gentlemen  will  observe 
that  wo  have  now  included  in  the  preceding  sec- 
tion pretty  much  all  the  toy/ns  between  the  At- 
lantic and  the  Pacific  where  these  banks  are  al- 
lowed to  keep  balances  on  liand;  there  maybe  a 
few  villages  of  two  or  three  hundred  inhabitants 
that  have  not  been  included. 

Ifthissection  be  adopted,  therefore,  these  banks 
will  be  permitted  to  redeem  their  notes  at  any  one 
of  these  places,  which,  in  my  judgment,  amounts 
simply  to  no  redemption  at  all.  .  My  amendment 
will  permit  these  banks  to  redeem  their  bills  at 
the  great  commercial  centers  on  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board and  at  no  other  place.  That  will  provide 
a  practical  plan  of  redemption.  But  as  the  sec- 
tion stands  the  effect  will  be  that  when  you  go  to 
one  of  these  banks  in  Chicago  with  a  note  to  be 
redeemed  they  would  tell  you  that  they  were  re- 
deeming their  notes  in  Sa^,i  Francisco,  or  at  some 
place  away  off  in  the  Rocky  mountains  perhaps. 
I  repeat  that  practically  it  amounts  to  no  redemp- 
tion at  all.  This  redemption  must  take  place  at 
the  commercial  centers  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  A 
I'edemptioii  that  covers  all  creation  is  no  redemp- 
tion at  all. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  suggest  to  my  colleague 
■whether  the  expression  "a  redemption  that  cov- 
ers all  creation  is  no  redemption  at  all"  is  strictly 
orthodox.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  PRICE.  There  would  be  a  conditional 
redemption,  but  no  absolute  redemption  provided 
for.  It  is  an  absolute  redemption  that  my  amend- 
ment provides  for.  I  do  not  propose  that  they 
shall  be  redeemed  at  some  place  that  has  no  ex- 
istence. My  object  is  to  make  these  national. 
banks  of  some  account,  to  place  them  in  such  a 
position  as  will  give  confidence  in  them  that  they 
will  not  be  banks  of  straw,  but  banks  having  some 
stability  about  tficm.  '     ' 

If  this  amendment  be  adopted  I  would  then  be 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  c^iair- 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a 
while  ago,  requiring  all  these  banks  to  receive  the 
notes  fif  all  the  other  banks.  That  would  make 
your  national  banks  mean  something  afid  be  worth 
something.  That  would  give  them  a  foundation 
upon  which  a  superstructure  could  bereaved  ihat 
would  inspire  confidence  andjhat  would  not  be  a 
mere  shadow,  as  unsubstantial  as  the 
"  Baseless  fabric  of  .1  vision." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  merely  rise  to  oppose  the 
amendment,  not  because  I  am  against  it,  but  be- 
cause 1  think  the  House  has  already  settled  the 
question. 

On  a  division,  there  were — ayes  42,  noes  50. 

Mr.  PRICE  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  "as  aforesaid,  "and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "  in  coin,"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Sec.  32.  ./J7irf  leii/mt/tcrcnac/erf, That  each  association 
cliull  select,  subjsct  to  tlio  approval  of  the  Coinplroller  of 
the  Currency,  an  association  in  either  of  the  cities  named 
in  the  preceding  section  at.wliicli  it  will  redeem  its  eircu- 
lailiig  notes  at  par;  and  the  Comptroller  shall  give  public 
notice  of  the  names  of  tlie  associations  so  selected  at  which 
redemptions  are  to  be  niade  by  the  respective  associations, 
,  and  of  any  change  that  may  be  made  by  any  association  in 
tjie  association  at  which  it  will  redeem  its  notes.  If  any 
association  shall  fail  for  the  term  of  thirty  days  to  redeem 
Us  notes  In  coin,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  may", 
upon  j-eceiving  satisfactory  evidence  thereof,  appoint  a 
receiver  in  the  mannerprovided  for  in  this  act  to  wind  up 
its  affairs  :  Proviitcd,  That  nothing  in  this  section  shall  re- 
lievo aiiy  association  from  its  liability  to  redeem  its  circu- 
lating notes  at  its  own  counter,  at  par,  in  lawful  money 
on  demand. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  to  tell  us  what  they  mean  by 
redemption.'  1  understand  what  is  meant  by  re- 
demption in  coin.  When  gentlemen  have  made 
as  much  disturbance  as  they  have  to-day  about 
this  redemption,  I  should  like  to  know  what  it 
means.  Whatdocs  it  amount  to.'  Iwanttoknow 
whether  we  are  to  get  anything  worth  rr)ore  or 
less.?  Are  they  to  be  redeemed  in  greenbacks.' 
1  want  to  know  it  if  they  are.     1  want  to  know 


when  I  present  my  bill  at  these  commercial  centers 
what  1  am  to  receive  by  way  of  redemption.  It 
is  for  that  reason  I  have  moved  to  insert  the  Words 
"  in  coin." 

1  know  that  it  is  a  little  odd  to  talk  of  coin.  1 
know  that  it  is  singular  to  talk  of  specie.  I  know 
that  it  is  a  kind  of  redemption  that  has  gone  out 
of  fashion.  '  But  I  want  to  know  what  I  am  to 
receive  in  the  way  of  redemption.  I  want  to 
know,  in  short,  what  this  redemption  in  the  bill 
means. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  Mr.  Chairman.T  do  not 
pretend  to  be  a  financier  or  a  prophet,  and  there- 
fore I  cannot  answer  tlie  gentleman's  questions. 
I  propose,  however,  to  adopt  the  Yankee  rule  and 
answerljy  asking  another  question.  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  t.ell  me  when  he  and  his  Democratic 
friends  will  cease  croaking  and  harping,  weak- 
ening the  confidence  of  the  people  in  tlie  stability 
of  our  system  of  Government,  thereby  aiding  and 
comforting  the  enemies  of  the  country,  if  he  will 
tell  me  when  they  will  cease  £(S  leaders  to  aid  Jeff. 
Davis  and  turn  in  with  that  earnestness  and  per- 
tinacity to  aid  us  in  breaking  down  the  enemy 
and  closing  this  war, then  lean  answer  his  ques- 
tion. It  will  be  buta  few  yearsafterwards  wiffen 
we  will  be  redeeming  in  gold  and  silver.  I  speak 
knowingly,  sir,  from  fifteen  years'  evidence  upon 
the  Pacific  slope,  that  if  this  Congress  will  not 
impose  any  obnoxious  laws  to  impede  the  devel- 
opment of  the  mineral  resources  of  that 'coast, 
the  gentleman  frorn  Massachusetts  will  have  but 
a  few  more  gray  hairs  in  his  head  when  the  gold 
there  produced  will  redeem  the  debts  of  the  nation. 
That  region  will  produce  between  one  hundred  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars  of  gold  annu- 
ally. There  is  the  great  basis.  Give  us  railroads, 
give  us  population,  and  we  will  pay  your  debt  in 
less  than  ten  years  with  our  gold,  silver,  and 
copper. 

A  Member.     No  copper. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  mean  the  true,  genuine 
article  of  copper,  and  not  the  spurious  kind  we 
have  here.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  move  my  former  amendment, 
with  these  words:  "one  quarterof  oncper  cent." 
I  do  not  propose  to  debate  it. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to 
oppose  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa.  The  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat  has  undertaken  to  give  us  some  idea  when  he 
proposes  to  redeem  this  currency  and  to  redeem 
in  gold.  He  tells  us  of  some  future  period  when 
he  proposes  to  do  that.  He  says  he  will  tell  when 
if  we  will  tell  hirn  when  we  will  support  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country.  I  will  answer  that  we  will 
support  the  currency  when  he  gives  us  a  good 
currency.  We  will  give  him  our  sympalhy  and 
our  support  if  he  will  give  us  back  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  country,  which  he  has  taken  away 
from  us;  we  will  give  him  our  sympathy  and 
sup[)ort  whenever  he  respects  the  liberty  and 
rights  of  the  people  as  the  fathers  of  the  Republic 
respected  them  in  the  past;  we  will  give  him  our 
sympathy  and  support  when  hegives  us  the  right 
to  go  into  the  market  and  purchase  as  we  pur- 
chased only  a  few  years  ago,  when  he  took  charge 
of  the  Governmerrt;  we  will  give  him  our  sym- 
pathy and  support? the  moment  he  gives  his  sup- 
port to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Price, 

Mr.  STEVENS  raised  the  point  that  it  was  not 
in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  point  was 
raised  too  late. 

Mr.  PRICE  called  for  tellers  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  RICE.  While  the  committee  is  dividing 
it  is  not  in  order  to  move  tht<t  the  committee  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  is  not 
now  dividing. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  ch?»ir,  Mr.  Rollins,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  Union  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  .333)  to  provide  a  na- 
tional currency,  secured  by  a.  pledge  of  Ufiitcd 
States  stocks,  and  to  provide  for  tho  circulation 


and  redemption  thereof,  and  had  come  to  no  con- 
clusion thereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  COLE,  of  Califor- 
nia, (at  four  o'clock  and  fifty  minutes,  p.  m.,)  the 
House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  Jlpril  1, 18G4. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

HOUSE  BILL  IlEFISRUED. 
The  bill  yesterday  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  (No.  272)  for  the  relief  of  Juha 
A.  Aines,  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  com- 
municating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  28th  of  March  last,  information 
in  relation  to  the  deficiency  of  men  in  the  naval 
service;  which,  on  iiiotion  of  Mr.  GRiMES^-was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS.  '   - 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
president  and  other  officers  of  the  Galena  gnd 
Chicago  Union  Railroad  Company,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  extension  of  the  Goodyear  patent 
for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India  rubber; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Oneida,  Madison  county.  New  York, 
praying  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery, 
and  for  such  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
as  will  forever  prohibit  its  existence  in  any  por- 
tion of  our  common  country;  which  was  referred 
to  the  select  committee  on  slavery  and  freedmcn. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Legislature  of  the  Sate  of  Minnesota  in  favor  of 
the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail  route  from 
Jordan,  Scott  county,  to  Cleveland,  Le  Sueur 
county,  via  Lexington  and  Le  Sueur  Center,  in 
that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  tiieStateof  Wiscoiisin,  praying 
for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
the  Southern  Minnesota  railroad;  whicli  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  mem?irial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  an  in- 
crease of  the  pay  of  non-commissioned  oflicers 
and  privates  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  the  construction  of 
a  ship  canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara;  which- 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
and  theMilitia. 

.  He  also  f)resented  a  memorial  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  tri-weekly  mail  route  froin  the  city  of 
La  Crosse,  in  La  Crosse  county,  to  Viroqua,  in 
Vernon  county;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Reads,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  the  petition  of 
James  M.  Confer,  late  surgeon  of  the  twenty-ninth 
regiment  Indiana  volunteers,  praying  for  compen- 
sation for  loss  of  property  while  engaged  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  xMr.  HARRIS,  it  was 
Or<lered,  That  the  petition  and  other  papers  In  tho  case 
of  Ilayne  M.  Saloman  be  taken  from  the  tiles  of  the  Senate 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  11)  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  Carniack  and  Ramsay, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 
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Mr.  CLARK.  The  Committee  on  Claimo,  to 
•wliom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Vin- 
oon,  praying  for  compensation  for  extra  services 
asn  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  have 
had  that  matter  under  consideration,  and  directed 
me  to  make  an  adverse  report."  If  there  be  no 
objection  I  move  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  motioii  was  nu;reed  to. 

Mr.  CLARK.  The  same  committee,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  papers  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  George  C.  N.  Roberts,  for  compensation  for 
services  as  chaplain  at  Fort  McHenry,  have  had 
that  matter  under  consideration,  and  directed  me 
to  make  an  adverse  report.  I  move  that  it  be  in- 
definitely postponed,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PATENT  OFFICE  KEPORT. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Committee  on  Patents 
and  tiic  Patent  Office,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annual  report  of  the  Patent  Office  for  the  year 
1863,  have  directed  me  to  report  the  following 
resolution,  providing  for  the  printing  of  tliat  re- 
port^ 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate five  thousand  copies  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Patent 
Office  lor  the  year  1863. 

'  This  resolution  goes  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, I  btlievo,  under  the  rule. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Not  necessarily 
uiider  the  rule,  although  perhaps  it  would  be  ap- 
propriate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  make  that  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  referred 
to  that  committee. 

SENTENCES  OF  COURTS-MARTIAL. 

Mr.  GRIMES  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  President  he  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate  tlie  names  of  all  persons  vvlio  have  been 
Fi'ntcTiced  liy  courts-martial  lor  frauds  or  peculations  against 
the  Government  and  pardoned  by  him' since  the  1st  of  De- 
cember, 18G3,  together  with  the  sentences  from  which  his 
pardon  relieved  them ;  and  also  tlie  names  of  all  persons 
likewise  sentenced  by  courts-martial  for  mittary  oflenses, 
other  than  fraud  or  peculation,  and  similarly  pardoned. 

TERRITORY  OP  MONTANA. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Lloyd,  Chief  Clerk,  announced  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  requested  the  return  of 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  15)  to  provide  a  temporary 
government  for  the  Territory  of  Montana,  a  mo- 
tion having  been  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  and 
action  of  the  House  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WADE,  it  was 
Ordered,  Thatthe  Secretary  be  directed  to  return  House 
bill  No.  1.5,  to  provide  a  temporary  governmentfor  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Montana,  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  pur- 
suance Dl  its  request. 

UOUSE  BILLS  PASSED. 

The  message  furtherannounced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  the  following  bills 
and  joint  resolution;  in  which  the  concurrence  of 
■  the  President  was  requested: 

A  bill  (No.  371)  for  the  relief  of  the  settlers 
U|ion  certain  lands  in  California; 

A  bill  (No.  373)  to  appoint  an  appraiser  and 
assistant  appraiser  for  the  port  of  Portland,  and 
for  othiM'  purposes; 

A  bill  (No.  374)  to  exempt  certain  vessels 
therein  named  from  enrollment  and  license,  and 
from  the  p.fyment  of  tonnage  duty,  and  for  other 
purposes; 

A  bill  (iSTo.  287)  to  change  the  name  of  the  dis- 
trict and  port  of  Presque  Isle  to  the  district  and 
port  of  Erie;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  55)  granting  certain 
privileges  to  the  city  of  Des  JVloiiies,  in  the  State 
of  Iowa. 

MESSAOE  FROM  TUE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Lloyd,  its  Chief  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  hod  disagreed  to  the 
amendmiMilsof  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House 
(No.  15)  to  provide  a  temporary  government  for 
the  Territory  of  Montana,  asked  n  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  voles  of  the  two  Houses  thereon, 
nnd  had  apimintpd  Mr.  Fernando  C.  Beaman  of 
Michigan,  Mr.  .Tamf.s  M.  Asiiley  of  Ohio,  and 
Mr.  John  H.  Steele  of  New  Y6rk,  managers  at 
the  same  on  its  part. 


ADDITIONAL  ASSAY  OFFICES. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  185. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S.No. 
185)"to  establish  assay  offices  at  Carson  City,  in 
the  Territory  of  Nevada,  and  Dalles  City,  in  the 
State  of  Oregon,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

It  is  intended  to  provide  by  law  that  an  assay 
office  of  the  United  States  be  located  and  estab- 
lished at  Carson  City,  in  the  Territory  of  Neva- 
da, for  the  receipt,  melting,  assaying,  and  stamp- 
ing of  gold  and  silver. 

For  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  office  the 
second  section  provides  that  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, as  soon  as  the  public  interest  requires 
their  service,  upon  the  nomination  of  the  Presi- 
dent, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  one  superintendent,  one  assayer,  and  one 
melter;  and  the  superintendent  is  to  employ  as 
many  clerks,  subordinate  workmen,  anil  labor- 
ers, under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ,^as  may  be  required.  The  salaries  of 
those  officers  and  clerks  will  be  fixed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Director  of  the  Mint;  and  to  the  sub- 
ordinate-workmen and  laborers  such  wages  will 
be  paid  as  may  be  determined  by  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  mint,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

The  third  section  provides  thatthe  officers  and 
clerks,  before  entering  upon  the  execution  of  their 
offices,  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before 
soiTie- judge  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  Territory,  faithfully  and  diligently  to 
perform  the  duties  of  their  offices,  and  shall  each 
become  bound  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Director  of  the  Mint  or  the  secretary  of  the 
Territory  of  Nevada  and  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  the  condition  of  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  their  offices. 

The  foVirth  section  enacts  that  the  business  of 
the  office  shall  be  under  the  general  control  and 
direction  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadel- 
phia, subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  for  that  purpose  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Director  to  prescribe  such  regula- 
tions, and  to  require  such  returns,  and  to  establish 
such  charges  for  melting,  assaying,  and  stamping 
as  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carryinginto  effect  the  intention  of  the  act 
in  establishing  the  office. 

The  fifth  section  provides  that  the  assay  office 
shall  be  a  place  of  deposit  for  such  public  mon- 
eys as  the  Secretary  of  the  Ti-easury  rnay  di- 
rect. And  the  superintendent  of  the  office,  who 
shall  perform  the  duties  of  treasurer  thereof,  is  to 
have  the  custody  of  such  moneys,  and  also  per- 
form the  duties  of  AssistantTreasurer,andfor  that 
purpose  he  is  to  be  subject  to  all  the  provisions 
contained  in  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury,  and 
for  the  collection, safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  revenue," approved  Au- 
gust G,  1846,  which  relates  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
branch  mint  at  New  Orleans. 

By  the  sixth  section  it  is  provided  that  the 
owner  or  owners  of  any  gold  or  silver  bullion,  in 
dust  or  otherwise,  or  of  any  foreign  coin,  shall  be 
entitled  to  deposit  the  same  in  the  office,  and  the 
treasurer  is  to  give  a  receipt,  stating  the  weight 
and  description  thereof,  in  the  manner  and  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  provided  in  like  cases 
of  deposits  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  with 
the  treasurer  thereof.  And  such  bullion  shall, 
without  delay,  be  melted,  assayed,  and  cast  into 
bars  or  ingots,  and  a  stamp  be  put  upon  each,  of 
such  form  and  device  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accurately  desig- 
nating its  weight  and  fineness;  and  in  this  form 
the  bullion  will  be  returned  to  the  depositor  upon 
payment  by  him  of  the  proper  charges  for  melt- 
ing, assaying,  and  St«m[)ing,  or  i>i  lieu  thereof, 
as  lie  may  choose,  he  shall  receive  a  certificate 
issued  by  the  treasurer,  for  the  net  value  thereof, 
payable  in  coins  of  the  same  metal  as  that  depos- 
ited at  the  l)ranch  mint  in  San  Francisco,  wiiich 
certificate  shall  be  receivable  at  any  time  within 
sixty  days  from  the  date  thereof,  in  payment  of 
all  drills  due  to  the  United  Slates  at  the  port  of 
San  Francisco  for  the  full  sum  therein  certified. 
And  if  the  deposit  Ih  of  foreign  coin,  after  it  shall 


have  been  assayed  and  its  net  value  ascertained, 
a  similar  certificate  will  be  issued  to  the  depositor, 
subject  to  the  same  conditions  us  in  the  case  of 
bullion.  And  all  gold  or  silvei^bullion  or  foreign 
coins  deposited  at  the  assay  office,  and  intended 
to  be  converted  into  coins  of  the  United  States, 
shall,  as  soon  as  assayed  and  its  net  value  certi- 
fied, be  transferred  te  the  branch  mint  of  the  United 
States  at  San  Francisco,  under  such  directions  as 
shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  at  the  expense  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
branch  mint  at  San  Francisco,  and  shall  there  be 
coined.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  to 
be  authorized  to  make  the  necessary  regulations 
for  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  between  the 
respective  officers,  upon  the  transfer  of  any  bul- 
lion orcein  between  the  assay  office  and  the  branch 
mint. 

By  the  seventh  section  all  the  laws  and  parts  of 
laws  now  in  force  for  the  regulation  of  the  Mint 
of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  and  for  the 
government  of  the  officers  and  persons  employed 
therein,andfor  the  punishment  of  all  offenses  con- 
nected therewith,  are  to  be  in  full  force  in  relation 
to  this  assay  office,  as  far  as  the  same  may  be  ap- 
plicable thereto.  And  by  the  eighth  section  the 
act  approved  March  3,  1863,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  a  branch  mint  of  the  United  Slates  in  the 
Territory  of  Nevada,"  is  repealed,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  eighth  section  thereof  apfiropriating 
the  sum  of  $100,000  to  carry  its  provisons  into 
effect,  which  sum,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
required, is  now  to  be  considered  as  appropriatal 
to  carrying  into  effect  tHe  provisions  of  this  act 
establishing  this  assay  office. 

By  the  ninth  section  an  assay  office  is  to  bf.  es- 
tablished and  located  at  Dalles  City,  in  the  State 
of  Oregon,  for  the  receipt,  melting,  assaying,  and 
stamping  of  gold  and  silver,  upon  the  same  con- 
ditions and  subject  to  the  same  regulations  and 
provisions  as  are  set  forth  in  the  first  seven  sec- 
tions of  this  act;  and  the  sum  of  $75, 000  is  appro- 
priated for  carrying  the  provisions  of  this  section 
into  effect. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  the  ninth  section,  and  inserting 
what  I  send  to  the  Chair. 

The  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  were  read, 
as  follows: 

Sec.  — .  And  be  it.  further  enacted.  That  a  branch  of  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States  be  located  and  established  at 
Dalles  City,  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  for  the  coinage  of  gold 
and  silver.  i,ii 

Sec.  — .  And  be  itfurther  enacted.  That,  for  carryinj;  on 
the  business  of  said  branch,''the  following  otticcrs  shall  be 
appointed, as  soon  as  the  public  interest  shall  require  their 
service,  upon  the  nomination  of  the  President,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  namely:  one 
superintendent,  one  assayer,  one  melter  and"refiner,  and 
one  coiner;  and  the  superintendent  shall  employ  as  many 
clerks,  subordinate  workmen,  and  laborers,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  may  be  re- 
quired. The  salaries  of  the  said  officers  shall  be  as  follows: 
to  the  superintendent,  the  sum  of  $9,000;  to  the  assayer, 
the  sum  of  $1,800;  to  the  melterand  refiner,  (51,800;  to  the 
clerks, subordinate  workmen,  and  laborers,  such  wages  aTid 
allowances  as  are  customary,  according  to  their  lospcctivu 
stations  and  occupations. 

Sec.  — .  And  he  it  further  enacted,  T<iat  the  officers  and 
clerks  to  be  appointeii  under  this  act,  before  entering  upon 
the  execution  of  theiroffices,  shall  take  an  oath  or  alfunia- 
tioii,  before  some  judge  of  the  United  States  or  of  Uie  su- 
preme court  of  said  State,  faithfully  and  diligently  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  theiroffices,  and  shall  each  bcwnre  bound 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  with  one  or  more  sure- 
ties, to  the  satislaction  of  the  Director  of  tlie  Mint  or  the 
district  judge  of  the  United  States  for  tiie  district  of  Ore- 
gon, and  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  con- 
diiion  of  the  faithful  pcrforihance  of  the  duties  of  their 
"olUees. 

Sec.  — .  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  general  di- 
rection of  the  business  of  said  branch  mint  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  under  the  control  and  regulation  of  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  subject  lo  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  'I'rra^ury;  and  lor  that  purpose 
it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  said  Dmcior  to  prescribe  such 
regulations  and  require  such  returns  periodically  and  oeca- 
sionallv,and  lo  establish' such  chanies  for  parting,  assaying, 
refilling,  and  eoiiiing,  as  sliall  appear  to  him  lo  l)(!  ni;ces- 
sary  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  inlo  ell'ect  the  intcntiotfof 
this  act  in  cslrililislilng  said  braneli  ;  also  for  the  pQrposo 
of  preserving  uniloriniiy  of  weight,  form,  and  linisi)  in  the 
coin  stamped  at  said  branch. 

aso.  —  And  he  it  further  enacted ,  That  said  branch  mint 
shall  bo  a  plac<!  of  deposit  for  such  public  moneys  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  direct.  And  the  supcriu- 
tenderH  of  said  branch  mint,  who  shall  perform  the  duties 
of  treasurer  Ihereol',  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  same, 
and  also  perform  thednliesof  Assistant  Treasurer ;  and  for 
that  purpose,  shall  he  subject  to  all  the  provisions  contained 
in  an  act  entitled  ".Vn  act  lo  provide  lor  the  butter  mgan- 
i/.atlon  of  the  'I'reasiiry,  and  for  the  collection,  saleke(^p- 
ing,tranMfi'r,nnd  disbiirspment  of  the  piililie  reveroK?,"  ap- 
proved .'Vngiist  li,  184G,  wlileh  relates  to  the  IreaMirer  of  the 
branch  mint  at  New  Orleans. 

Sec.  — .  And  he  il further  enacted,  That  the  superintend- 
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cnt  of  K.iid  branch  mint  be  authorized,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secreiary  of  the  Treasury,  and  on  terms  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  liim,  to  issue  in  payment  of  tlie  gold  dust  and 
bullion  deposited  for  assay  and  coinage  or  liars,  drafts  or 
certificates  of  deposit,  payable  at  the  Treasury,or  any  sub- 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  any  depositor  electing  to 
receive  payment  in  that  form. 

Sec.  — .  ^ndbe  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  laws  and 
parts  oflavvs  now  in  force  for  the  regulation  of  the  Mintof 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  government  of  the  officers 
and  persons  employed  therein,.and  for  the  punishment  of 
all  otfenses  connected  with  the  Mint  or  coinage  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  declared  to  be  in 
full  force  in  relation  to  tlie  branch  of  the  Mint  by  tliis  act 
established,  as  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable  thereto. 

Sec.  — .  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  of 
$100,000  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to 
carry  into  eflect  Hie  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  current  year,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
the  30th  of  June,  1865.    - 

Mr.  NESMITH.  Mr.  President,  early  in  the 
present  ses.sion,  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to 
the  State  which  I  in  part  represent,  I  introduced 
the  bill  which  has  just  been  read;  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  investigation. 
'That  committee  did  my  colleague  in  this  body 
and  in  the  other  House  and  myself  the  honor  to 
invite  us  before  them  ro  present  such  facts  as  might 
be  within  our  knowledge  bfsaring  upon  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration,  and  we  were  not  with- 
out hope  that  the  reasons  we  then  presented  would 
induce  the  committee  to  give  us  a  favorable  report 
upon  a  measure  of  such  vital  importance  to  our 
State  as  well  as  to  our  neighboring  Territories  of 
Washington  and  Idaho. 

It  appears  that  the  committee,  deferring  Co  a 
•usage  so  antiquated  as  to  have  almost  become  the 
cornmon  law  of  the  Senate,  after  listening  to  the 
representations  of  our  delegation,  who  were  sup- 
posed to  know  something  about  the  propriety  of 
the  measure,  reiferred  the  question  to  the  decisioti 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  tacitly  ad- 
mitted that  he  had  no  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  who  in  turn  referred  it  to  one  James 
"Pollock,  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  and 
who  was  the  very  man  who  knew  less  than  any 
other  party  consulted  or  likely  to  be  consulted 
about  the  question,  and  who  has  sent  here  a  com- 
munication adverse  to  the  establishment  of  the 
proposed  branch  mintin  Oregon,  and  from  which 
the  following  luminous  extract  was  made: 

"  Coinage  is  one  of  the  highest  and  most  .important  at- 
tributes of  national  sovereignty,  and  should  be  exercised 
and  controlled  in  such  a  manner  as  will  tend  to  strengthen 
rather  than  vifeaken  the  national  Government.  It  is  re- 
spectfully suggested  whether  the  providing  of  additional 
coinage  establishments  does  not  tend  toward  national  dis- 
integration." 

While  the  fate  of  the  measure  rested  with  the 
unbiased  judgment  of  the  honorable  Senators  who 
composed  the  Finance  Committee,  I  had  no  ap- 
prehensions of  anything  but  a  favorable  result; 
but  when  my  bill  was  sent  on  a  voyage  of  discov- 
ery, first  to  the  casemates  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  thence  to  the  genius  who  presides 
over  the  parent  Mint  in  the  city  of  "brotherly 
love,"  I  was  apprehensive  that  I  should  never 
again  behold  the  fair  proportions  of  my  cherished 
offspring.  My  worst  fears  have  been  realized. 
My  bill  has  returned  from  its  peregrinations 
hawked  at,  torn,  and  dilapidated  by  t'^e  stupidity 
and  ignorance  of  the  company  it  hasfte']-)t,  and  its 
mangled  remains  are  now  before  me  in  the  shape 
of  a  recommendation  for  an  assay  office. 

Before  I  had  ever  beheld  the  American  Congi-ess 
I  was  so  verdant  as  to  suppose  that  great  ques- 
tions affecting  the  country,  or  any  portion  of  it, 
were  decided  Gy  the  intelligence  and  good  sense 
of  the  members,  without  reference  to  the  narrow, 
contracted,  and  amiquated,prejndices  of  some  old 
fogy  of  some- previous"  generation,  whose  views 
could  only  be  valuable  as  an  illustration  of  v/hat 
might  be  .said  by  an  active,  energetic,  andsuccess- 
ful  candidate  for  the  capital  prize  at  a  world's 
fools' fair. 
'      My  constituents  are  an  eminently  practical  and 
■  unsophisticated  sort  of  people.     When  I  return 
to  tlinm  I  slmll  be  called  upon  to  give  an  account 
of  all  the  deeds  and  misdeeds  done  by  me  in  this 
bofly^  and  among  other  things  I  shall  be  called 
tipon'to  ex],ilain  \yhy  their  prayer  for  a  branch 
'  tnint  was  not  responded  to.     Well,  sir,  in   my 
shame  and  confu.sion,  I  shall  have   to  state  that 
Mr.  Pollock  was  opposed  to  the  raensure.     They 
will   naturally  enough  say,  We  sent  you  t.o  the 
'American  Congress  to  urge  our  claims,  and  can- 
^hot  see  VAhat  Mr.  Pollock  had    to  do  with  the 
qucBlion.     You   ciinnot  imagine,  Senators,  how 


those  people,  in  their  simplicity,  will  be  startled 
nnd-surprised  when  I  deliberately  proceed  to  tell 
them  that  before  a  bi-anch  mint  can  be  established 
for  the  coinage  of  their  gold  the  bill  must  be  sent 
to  one  James  Pollock  for  his  approval  or  disap- 
proval. If  I  am  so  fortunate  as  to  convince  them 
that  this  Pollock  is  a  coordinate  branch  of  this 
great  and  glorious  Government,  they  will  very 
naturally  desire  to  know  upon-what  grounds  and 
upon  what  reasons  he  based  his  refusal  to  so  just 
a  demand.  Then  I  shall  be  forced  to  unfold  to 
them  the  mighty,  profound,  and  luminous  reasons 
of  the.  philosophical,  astute,  and  recondite  Pol- 
lock, in  this  wise:  "  Oregonians,  you  might  have 
had  a  branch  mint  to  coin  your  gold  and  your  sil- 
ver at  your  doors,  and  thus  save  you  from  a  loss 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  precious  rtiet- 
als  for  which  you  so  industriously  delve  in  the 
earth,  and  of  which  you  are  daily  being  robbed, 
either  by  speculators  or  by  reason  of  the  risk,  ex- 
posure, and  delay  incident  to  sending  your  gold 
and  silver  thousands  of  rniles  away  to  be  coined; 
but  the  truth  is  that  by  some  recondite  process  be- 
yond my  comprehension,  and  known  only  to  great 
political  alchemists,  the  profound  Pollock,  after 
submitting  branch  mints  to  the  torturing  process 
of  decomposition  and  analysis,  has  discovered 
that  their  component  parts  '  consist  of  treason,  se- 
cession, withdrawal  from  the  Union,'  abrogation 
of  constitutional  compacts,  denial  of  Federal  au- 
thority, disregard  of  oaths,  usurpation  of  national 
prerogatives,  stealing  of  public  property,  arson, 
and  murder;  all  of  which,  when  recombined  into 
a  modern  branch  mint,  constitutes  the  essence 
of  all  these  crimes  latterly  known  as  disintegra- 
tion!" Why,  sir,  after  this  lucid  statement  of  the 
evils  which  our  people  in  their  simple  credulity 
have  invoked  upon  their  own  heads,  when  again 
the  people  of  Oregon,  Washington,  and  Idaho 
Territory  petition  you  for  the  location  of  a  mon- 
ster of  such  hideous  mien  in  their  midst,  you  will 
be  enabled  to  silence  their  clamors  at  once  by  the 
bare  mention  of  "  Pollock  Disintegration,"  or 
"Disintegration  Pollock."  Why,  sir,  its  effect 
will  be  as  instantaneously  soothing  as  the  cabal- 
istic invocation  of  the  "  manatoma"  w-hich  fright- 
ens the  3roung  Indian  to  sleep,  or  the  bare  men- 
tion of  that  devil  in  English  which  reduces.white 
urchins  to  a  state  of  propriety  if  not  of  slum- 
ber. .  Mr.  Pollock,  it  would  geem,  has  not  only 
found  time  to  draw  his  annual  stipend  with  the 
greatest  regularity,  but  has  devoted  some  of  his 
leisure  hours  to  an  examination  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  upon  which  instru- 
ment he  assumes  to  become  a  commentator,  and 
with  the  greatest  self-complacency  proceeds  to 
inform  us  that  "  coinage  is  one  of  the  highest  and 
most  important  attributes  of  national  sovereignty, 
and  should  be  exercised  and  controlled  in  such  a 
manner  as  will  tehd  to  strengthen  rather  than 
weaken  the  national  Government,"  and  then  pro- 
ceeds to  suggest  that  "additional  coinage  estab- 
lishments tend  toward  national  disintegration." 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  our  forefathers  in  forming 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  did  define 
the  powers  of  Congress;  and  among  a  variety 
of  specified  objects  placed  within  its  jurisdiction 
was  that  "  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the 
value  thereof;"  but  Mr.  Pollock  is  the  first  of 
the  great  commentators  who  has  found  it  neces- 
sary to  raise  his  warning  voice  against  a  liberal 
exercise  of  this,  "  one  of  the  highest  attributes  of 
national  sovereignty,"  so  essential  to  the  pros- 
perity and  general  welfare  of  agreatand  powerful 
nation.  His  profound  reasoning  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  even  the  limited  exercise  of  this 
great  prerogative  was  only  a  safe  experiment 
when  conducted  at  the  parent  Mint  at  Philadel- 
|)hia,  and  under  his  own  personal  care  and  super- 
vision; and  while  no.danger  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  "disintegration"  upon  the  slip  of  land  be- 
tween the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  yet,  from 
some  occult  reason,  the  most  dire  and  disastrous 
consequences  were  sure  to  follow  the  exercise  of 
this  wonderful  power  beyond  those  magic  limits. 

The  ConstiLutionalso  authorizes  Congress  "to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States," 
and  no  one  seems  disposed  to  regard  the  unlimited 
exercise  of  this  power  as  at  all  dangerous.  It 
also  provides  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises; 
t(j  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and 
the  Indian  tribes;  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization,  and  uniform  laws  upon  the  sub- 


ject of  bankruptcy;  to  fix  standards  of  weights 
and  iTieasures;  to  provide  for  the  punishn-ient  of 
counterfeiting  the  securities  and  current  coin  of 
the  United  States;  to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads;  to  promote  the  progress  of  science 
and  useful  arts;  to-constitute  tribunals  inferior  to 
the  Supreme  Court;  to  declare  war  and  grant  let- 
ters oT  marque  and  reprisal;  ta*raise  and  support 
armies.  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  great  powers 
confided  to  congressional  jurisdiction,  to  be  exer- 
cised for  the  prosperity  and  development  of  a 
great  and  progressive  people.  It  has  remained 
for  Mr.  Pollock  to  discover  that  at  least  one  of 
these  great  powers  cannot  be  exercised  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  his  own  town.  He  might  with 
the  same  propriety  propose  to  restrict  the  exercise 
of  all  the  rgst  within  the  same  narrow  limits. 

Congress  having  availed  itself  of  the  constitu- 
tional grant  to  coin  money  and  fix  the  value 
thereof,  exercised  this  "  higtiest  and  most  import- 
ant attribute  of  national  sovereignty"  by  determ- 
ining the  mode  by  which  the  thing  should  be 
done.  Its  functions  ceased  for  the  time  being  when 
the  Mint,  or  factory  to  execute  its  mandates,  was 
set  in  motion  for  that  purpose.  No  restrictions 
were  placed  upon  the  quantity  of  coin  to  be  made, 
that  being  left  to  be  determined  by  the  quantity 
of  material  furnished  for  the  purpose  and  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  factory  to  work  it  up.  No  one  but 
Mr.  Pollock  is  impressed  with  the  idea  that  every 
time  he  applies  the-  necessary  )Thysical  force  to 
the  lever  to  swedge  a  piece  of  nickel  into  .the 
shape  of  current  coin  that  he  is  any  more  exer- 
cising the '"  attributes  of  national  sovereignty" 
than  is  every  day  exercised  by  the  stage-driver 
who  cracks  his  whip  over  the  team  that  draws 
the  mail,  or  the  coal-heaver  that  stokes  the  fire  to 
generate  steam  for  its  propulsion  by  water.  All 
three  are  simply  doing  the  physical  labor  neces- 
sary to  accommodate  the  people  with  coins  and 
mails,  in  pursuance  of  different-acts  of  Congress 
predicated  upon  a  fundamental  grant  of  power. 
The  stage-driver  or  the  stoker  could,  with  quite 
as  much  proprietyj  give  us  their  disquisitions 
upon  the  constitutional  power  or  the  dangers  to 
be  apprehended  from  its  exercise,  by  reason  of 
"disintegration,"  resulting  from  the  establish- 
ment of  new  mail  routes  or  increased  speed  upon 
the  old  ones,  as  Mr.  PoU'ock  has  for  his  absurd 
attempt  to  prevent  the  people  upon  the  Pacific 
slope  from  being  accommodated  with  pieces  of 
metal  fashiohed  into  money  at  a  Government  fac- 
tory by  virtue  of  preisxisting  authority. 

Mints  and  branch  mints,  notwithstanding  all 
the  mysterious  dignity  with  which  Mr.  Pollock 
attempts  to  surround  them,  are  mere  workshops, 
or  factories,  established  by  the  Government  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  people,  and  should  be 
located  at  points  convenient  to  where  the  raw  ma- 
terial is  produced,  in  order  that  those  engaged  in 
that  production  should  enjoy  at  least  some  of  the 
benefits  of  the  fabrication.  The  man  who  is  so 
narrow-minded  and  selfishly  prejudiced  as  to  de- 
sire to  confine  their  opei-ation  to  a  single  and  in- 
convenient pointin  thisgreat  country,  so  abound- 
ing in  the  precious  metals,  might  as  readily  urge 
that  every  iron-foundery,  brick-yard,  saw  and 
gristmill,  blacksmith,  hatter,  and  shoemakershop 
necessary  to  accommodate  more  than  thirty  mil- 
lion people  should  be  established  in  the  same 
village,  and  thus  check  any  incipient  tendency 
toward  "disintegration." 

Why,  sir,  when  the  patriotic  people  of  Ore- 
gon, and  Washington  and  Idaho  Territories  read 
Pollock's  letter,  and  comprehend  that  his  report 
against  their  proposed  branch  mint  is  based  upon 
his  fears  that  so  petty  a  consideration  could  shake 
tlieir  loyalty  or  induce  them  to  become  traitors 
to  their  country  and  their  flag,  they  will  simply 
treat  his  absurd  theories  wiih  the  scorn  and  con- 
tempt they  deserve.  A  public  officer  who,  in  the 
middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  eoukl  dcsctuid 
to  indulge  in  such  imputations  ngain.'^t  a  loyal  aiid 
patriotic  people,  under  the  guise  of  tfefending  the 
Constitution,  has  about  as  much  conception  of 
that  instrument  as  the  grave-\t'orm  has  of  the  in- 
tellect which  once  animated  the  body  upon  which 
it  feeds.  The  author  of  such  vagaries  could  not 
excite  the  anger  of  a  sensible  peo|)le,  who  if  he 
were  present  among  them  woidd  be  moved  by 
the  highest  dictates  of  humanity  and  philanthropy 
to  cut  him  for  the  simples. 

Wc.  read  in  the  Scriptures  that  Ncbuohndnezzar     ^ 
fed  upon  grass,  but  there  is  no  (ivideupe  that  he 
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ever  became  fit  for  beef;  so  from  antilogy  we  may 
infer  iluu  Pollock,  though  he  directs  and  controls 
a  factory  which  he  regards  as  embodying  all  tlie 
attributesof  national  sovereignty,  will  linrdlycver 
attain  a  condition  qiiaiifying  him  for  the  proper 
exercise  of  those  high  functions. 

When  my  colleagues  and  myself  went  before 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  urge  upon  them  the 
propriety  of  this  measure,  we  found  ourselves 
laboring  under  some  embarrassment  in  the  pro- 
duction of  conclusive  evidence  in  relation  lo  the 
quantity  of  gold  being  produced  and  likely  to  be 
produced  in  the  region  of  country  to  be  accom- 
modated by  the  pro|)osed  branch  mint. 

Owing  to  the  great  distance  that  we  are  sepa- 
rated from  our  constituents,  the  delays,  difficul- 
ties, and  uncertainties  of  comnumication  with 
ihcm,  and  in  part  to  their  own  carelessness  and 
neglect  toforward  the  necessary  data  upon  wliiqh 
to  predicate  our  statements,  we  were  only  able  to 
furnish  an  a|iproximate  estimate  of  the  results  of 
their  industry  in  mining  pursuits  during  the  last 
year.  With  a  consciousness  that  we  were  within 
bounds  we  stated  that  our  exportations  of  gold 
for  the  last  year  ainounted  to  more  than  an  aver- 
age of  one  million  dollars  per  month.  When 
called  upon  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
committee  to  submit  our  views  in  writing,  we  of- 
fered the  following  communication: 

Washington,  January  20,  18G4. 

Sir;  At  tlif  sii^^fstion  onin!  committee  at  its  late  meet- 
ing upon  tlic  subject  of  !i  l)raticli  n)iiit  proposed  to  he  estab- 
lished at  the  city  of  I'orllaiid,  Slate  of  Oregon,  tlie  under- 
signed submit  a  statement  of  tacts  wliich  liave  induced  them 
t<i  ask  the  passage  of  tlie  bill  now  bcloie  you. 

Preliminary  to  this  we  will  remark  that,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  local  situation  of  the  milling  region  wliicli  will  be 
tributary  to  the  proposed  branch  mint,  and  that  a  large 
Bliare  of  the  treasure  passes  out  of  it  by  private  hands,  we 
cannot  pretend  to  give  accurate  statistics  of  its  mineral 
products.  'I'hc  mines  lie  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  Ore- 
gon, and  exteiui  tlieuce  north  and  into  llie  British  posses- 
sions and  east  10  tlie  summitof  theltoeky  mountains.  This 
region,  embracing  all  of  Idaho  on  the  western  slope,  and 
a  large  sliare  of  the  Territory  of  Washington  and  the  State 
of  Oregon,  finds  its  outlet  by  way  of  the  Columbia  river, 
and  draws  its  supplies  by  the  same  channel.  A  mint  lo- 
cated at  the  city  of  Portland,  which  is  the  eomincrcial  mart 
of  .ill  the  country  drained  by  the  Coliimlua,  would  accom- 
modate the  whole  of  this  vast  region,  now  rapidly  filling 
witli  a  population  whose  principal,  almost  exclusive,  busi- 
ness is  that  of  mining. 

'J'he  'J'errilory  of  Idaho,  organizedlast  March,  did  not  till 
within  eighteen  months  contain  to  exceed  five  hundred 
white  persons.  In  the  month  of  Octolierjast  the  census 
taken  by  the  United  States  marshal  showed  a  population 
of  thirty-four  thousand.  This  increase  seems  to  indicate 
that  the  existence  of  rich  and  extensive  mines  is  well  es- 
tablished. A  fair,  candid  estimate  of  the  population  en- 
gaged in  mining  and  to  be  accommodated  by  this  measure 
would  probably  place  the  number  at  fifty  thousand.  And 
we  may  add  that, in  proportion  to^thc  labor  employed,  we 
believe  no  mines  on  the  western  slope  yield  so  well. 

Much  of  the  treasure  taken  from  these  mines  finds  its 
way  out  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals, 
'i'here  is  no  coimnon  place  ol  deposit  for  it  where  it  can 
be  credited  to  its  source,  and  making  it  almost  impossible 
to  estimate  its  amount  justly.  The  various  express  com- 
panies can  give  the  amount  which  they  transport,  but  this 
leaves  an  immense  amount,  which  any  one  knows  to  exist 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  independent  mode  in  which  a 
f!rcat  many  persons  transact  their  business,  thus  entirely 
unaccounted  for.  As  an  instance  of  this,  a  late  Portlanil 
(Oregon)  paper  states  that  the  express  company  brought 
down  by  tin:  daily  steamer  of  I  he  Columbia  river  only  $1,000 
in  gold  dust,  while  the  same  paper  gives  the  names  of  two 
passengers  who  had  over  three  hundred  pounds  in  their  pos- 
gesfion,  and  others  mentioned  had  smaller  amounts.  VVc 
nay,  therefore,  that  while  the  books  and  receipts  of  express 
companies  show  the  only  accurate  statistics  on  the  subject, 
they  give  no  idea  of  the  vast  resources  in  mineral  of  the 
BCetioii,  the  interests  of  which  will  be  accommodated  by 
this  measure. 

Huch  data  as  we  have  we  now  submit.  There  are  three 
privnto  assay  otTrcos  in  the  city  of  Portland.  The  amounts 
received  by  them,  a.s  shown  by  their  liooks,  an  abstract  of 
wliich  is  published  In  the  Oregnnlan  newspaper  for  No- 
vember last,  from  January  l.'i,  IBG.'i,  to  October  21),  follow- 
ing, is  %-2Af'ii,'VM  6."i.  As  an  evidence  of  the  growth  of  the 
product  of  gold  we  may  mention  that  one  ollinc,  making 
monthly  statements  of  the  amount  recciviul,  gave  (or  each 
of  the  two  moiilhs  preeeding  the  last  account  almost  double 
that  of  those  e.nrlier  in  the  year. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Ilalliday,  of  New,Yofl«,  who  is  the  owner 
of  the  lino  of  steamships  plying  betwi;eii  Sui\  Francisco 
and  Portland^nforms  us  that,  he  has  iran-ported  from  Port- 
land an  average  of  from  six  toseven  hunihfd  tlioiisaud  dol- 
lars prr  rnoinh  duringthe  past  suininir  and  antiitnii.  'I'liis 
statementdoes  notincliide  the amounlsin tlie  hands  of  pa.s- 
gengcrs,  of  which  he  kiiuw  nothing,  but  which,  owing  to 
llie  iiigli  insurance,  we  must  conclude  were  large. 

There  biilng  no  regulation  at  the  branc  h  inint  In  San 
Francisco  requiring  the  depositor  of  bullion  to  desigiiale 
from  whence  It  came,  there  is  no  other  menus  of  obtaining 
any  Just  cslim.ite  than  by  reports  of  the  kind  to  which  w>; 
refer.  The  ri^ecntly  published  reports  from  San  Frajiciseo 
made  by  a  commercial  board  of  that  city  of  tlie  amount  of 
bullion  received  therefor  the  past  year, credits  Oregon  and 
British  Cnlumhia  with  a  product  of  live  iiiillioiiN.  This,  of 
course,  Is  bnacd  u|ion  the  receipts  by  shipment^  and  through 


express  companies,  and  leaves  a  vast  amount — the  whole 
that  is  diffused  through  the  mining  region  and  that  portion 
which  enters  the  circulation  of  business  and  agricultural 
parts  of  Oregon,  and  that  shipped  in  the  hands  of  passen- 
gers— unaccounted  for.  This,  we  do  not  hesitate  lo  say,  we 
believe  amounts  to  as  mucli  more. 

Ours  is  a  growing  State.  Capital  is  finding  many  new 
avenues  of  employment  and  investment,  and  even  as  far 
back  as  18G0,  when  our  mining  interest  was  in  its  infancy, 
the  city  of  Portland  was,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants,  the  wealthiestclty  in  the  Union.  So  the  cen- 
sus of  that  year  will  verify.  We  might  give  many  items 
showing  that  the  mines  tributary  to  the  proposed  branch 
mint  are  very  productive,  but  we  refer  to  only  one,  and  that 
only  because  it  came  directly  to  the  knowledge  of  one  of 
the  uiidersigniul.  That  was  an  instance  where  three  men 
in  six  week's'  time,  with  theirown  hands,  dug  out  .5180,000. 
These  instances  are  not  common  ,  we  admit,  but  they  serve 
to  show  the  exceeding  riches  of  some  portions  of  this  north- 
ern region,  and  indicate  the  wealth  whicli  must  soon  there 
be  developed.  For  the  purpose  of  stimulating  this  devel- 
opment by  providing  the  miner  with  a  place  for  the  assay 
of  his  gold  without  the  loss  of  time,  tlie  risk  of  transmis- 
sion by  sea  to  San  Francisco,  and  the  payment  of  express- 
age  and  insurance  fees, and  to  preventthe  swindlingdealer 
in  coin  from  robbiyg  the  miner  of  his  fair  earnings  by  his 
unjust  discount,  which  many  prefer  to  submit  to  rather 
than  the  inconvenience  just  alluded  to,  we  ask  you  to 
favorably  consider  the  proposition. 

J.  VV.  NESMITir, 
B.  F.  HARDING, 
JOHN  R.  McCRIDE. 
Hon.  W.  P.  Fessendeh, 

Chairman  of  Senate  Finance  Committee. 

As  auxiliary  to  this  statement,  we  laid  before 
the  committee  the  following  extracts  from  well- 
known  and  credible  Oi-egon  newspapers  relative 
to  the  production  of  gold  solely  within  the  State 
of  Oregon: 

The  Gold  and  Silver  Mines  of  Owyhee. — The  news 
from  the  Owyhee  mining  district  is  suflicient  to  warrant 
the  broad  assertion  that  Oregon  and  Idaho  Territory  will 
soon  be  recognized  as  the  richest  countries  in  mineral 
wealth  on  the  face  of  llie  globe.  Mr.  Luther  Hasbrook,  a 
gentleman  who  has  just  returned  from  the  Owyhee,  called 
upon  us  on  Thursday  last  and  exhibited  to  us  a  sack  full 
of  quartz  specimens,  taken  mostly  from  the  Oro  Fino, 
Morning  Star,  Evening  Star,  and  Noonday  lodes.  Con- 
trary to  the  usual  custom  of  selecting  the  ricA-cst  specimens 
for  assay,  Mr.  II.  brought  down  with  him  every  character 
of  rock  which  had  been  obtained  in  the  lode,  from  the  rich- 
est to  the  poorest.  A  chemical  analysis  of  that  taken  from 
the  Oro  Fino  shows  a  valuation  of  §22,000  per  ton,  with 
the  proportion  of  $3,000  per  ton  in  silver.  From  the  Morn- 
ing Star  an  average  of  $11,000  in  gold  and  $2,000  in  silver 
has  been  taken  from  a  ton  of  the  rock.  The  Evening  Star 
is  said  to  equal  the  Alorniiig  Star,  wliile  the  Noonday,  it  is 
believed,  will  surpass  all  the  others  in  richness.  'J'lie 
above  mentioned  are  all  the  lodes  that  have  as  yet  been 
thoroughly  prospected,  though  many  others  have  been  lo- 
cated and  will  be  opened  as  soon  as  labor  will  accomplish 
it.  Mr.  llr.fbrook  could  not  recollect  the  names  of  all  the 
ditrercnt  lodfs  which  have  been  claimed,  but  mentions  the 
following:  Oro  Fino,  Morning  Star,  Evening  Star,  Noon- 
day, Union,  Wliisky  Gulch,  Last  Chance,  Claremont,  High- 
land, War  Eagle,  North  Pole,  South  Pole,  New  York,  Em- 
pire, Silver  Gray,  and  Moonlight. 

The  above  and  a  large  number  of  others  are  found  in  a 
district  of  about  five  miles  square,  though  Mr.  Hasbrook 
assures  us  that  there  is  nottlic  slightest  doubt  of  the  entire 
Owyhee  valley  proving  equally  rich.  Nor  is  the  mineral 
weallh  confined  to  the  Owyhee  exclusively,  but  to  the 
whole  country  for  fifty  miles  around.  Aside  from  the  gold- 
bearing  quartz  lodes,  several  silver  ledges  have  been  discov- 
ered which  rival  the  richest  of  the  VVashoe  or  Esmeralda 
districts. 

If  the  above  reports  be  true,  (and  there  is  very  little  rea- 
son to  doubt  theiii.)  we  may  rest  assured  that  the  following 
season  will  witness  the  largest  emigration  to  that  region 
ever  yet  known.  The  great  success  of  the  miners  during 
the  past  season  has  given  encouragement  to  enterprising 
men  everywhere,  and  instead  of  iieing  regarded  as  a  hum- 
bug, the  ricliiicss  and  extent  of  ourmines  is  acknowledged 
by  all. 

MoR.MON  Basin.— From  Mr.  Perry,  a  gentleman  who  has 
spent  the  summer  iuMormoii  Basin,  we  derive  thefollow- 
iiig  in  relation  to  this  mining  district.  About  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men  have  heen  at  work  in  the  liasin  during  the 
summer,  and  their  average  pay  hag  been  fully  up  to  the 
Boise  standard.  Indeed,  it  is  thought  that  if  they  had  an 
abundance  of  water  in  the  Basin  it  would  be  the  best  min- 
ing camp  in  the  northern  country.  Workingwith  mocker 
the  bi:st  day's  work  made  was  fjj)i-2a.  The  average  pay  was 
ten  dollars  per  day  to  the  hand.  'J'he  gold  is  of  a  superior 
([ualily,  and  assays  over  seventeen  dollars  per  ounce.  On 
(JIark's  creek, distantsevcn  miles  from  the  Basin,  one  bun 
died  men  have  been  at  work,  making  good  wages.  Many 
of  the  miners  have  comi!  out  to  winter,  and  it  is  thought 
that  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  will  winter 
in  the  mines.  All  through  the  summer  there  was  a  great 
demand  for  men.  To  laborers  live  dollars  per  day  was  paid, 
and  considering  the  ditrerence  in  the  cost  of  living,  this  is 
qtiitc  as  good  as  six  dollars  In  Boise.  In  the  spring  there 
will  be  a  great  demand  for  hands,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
wages  will  go  up  to  six  dollars.  Mr.  Perry  brought  down 
with  him  several  plethoric  purses,  filled  with  Mormon  Basin 
dust.  It  is  coarser  than  that  from  Boise,  and  in  the  lot 
that  we  examined  there  were  many  pieces  that  would  weigh 
from  one  to  two  dollars.  Without  doubt,  Mormon  Basin 
is  a  rich  mining  district,  and  with  anoilier  year  a  large 
amount  of  treasure  will  be  taken  out. — Mountaineer. 

Tons  or  Coi.n.— The  Noz  Perco  Chief  lir<Miglit  down 
last  cveniiig  the  richest  freight  that  any  steamer  on  the  ('o- 
luinbia ilvcr ever boro.  Wells,  Fargo  &. Co. had  183 pounds, 


(.■535,000;)  one  party  of  six  miners  had  600  pounds,  (.*I50,- 
600;)  another  party  of  six  men  had  700  pounds,  (.■?  1.34,400;) 
another  party  of  two  men  had  300  pounds,  (.*57.600;)  while 
onenian  had  1.50  pounds,  (§28,000.)  Thus  we  have  a  total 
of  l,9o0  pounds  (.f  370,600)  in  the  hands  of  fifteen  "  honest 
miners,"  and  183 .pounds  (.'535,000)  in  the  hands  of  Wells, 
Fargo  &  Co.  All  of  these  fillcen  persons  our  informant, 
who  came  down  in  the  Chief,  saw  and  conversed  with.  He 
also  learned  that  nearly  all  the  passengers  had  plenty  of 
money.  So  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  tivo  tons  of  gold  dust 
came  down  on  the  Chief  last  evening. — Dalles  Journal. 

From  our  own  personal  knowledge  of  that 
country,  and  our  acquaintance  with  gentlemen 
making  these  and  similar  statements,  we  are  sat- 
isfied of  their  reliability. 

The  region  of  country  which  will  be  accommo- 
dated by  theestablishmentof  the  proposed  branch 
mini  extends  from  the  forty-second  to  the  forty- 
ninth  parallels  of  latitude,  and  from  the  Pacific 
ocean  to  the  Rocky  mountains,  embracing  an  area 
about  eight  times  the  size  of  the  great  State  of  New 
York,  or  about  six  times  as  large  as  the  New  Eng- 
land States.  Throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
"of  this  vast  region,  with  tlie  exception  of  but-a 
few  localities,  both  gold  and  silver  abound  in  in- 
exhaustible quantities.  But  a  few  short  years 
since  I  saw  it  an  uninhabited  v/ilderness,  except 
that  portion  occupied  by  the  Indians,  much  of  it 
apparently  sterile  and  unproductive,  and, as  was 
then  thought  by  many,  perfectly  valueless.  To- 
day it  contains  two  hundred  thousand  busy,  en- 
terprising, industrious,  and  intelligent  people, 
forming  a  nucleus  around  which  millions  will 
be -found  within  a  few  brief  years.  During  the 
last  year  its  scattered  and  meager  ])opulaiion, 
with  but  few  conveniences  or  facilities,  and  with 
rude  appliances,  produced  $15,000,000  in  gold. 
This  year  that  product  will  be  more  than  trebled, 
and  that  ratio  of  production  will  continue  in  the 
■proportion  that  an  industrious  and  energetic  pop- 
ulation is  supplied  from  the  older  States  and  from 
foreign  countries,  until  the  production  of  the  pre- 
cious inetals  of  that  auriferous  region  will  amount 
to  |1,WO,000,000  per  annum.  Who,  sir, .would 
have  had  the  temerity  a  few  short  years  since  to 
have  predicted  the  vast  revolution  to  be  wrought 
in  commerce,  industry,  national  prosperity,  and 
general  enterprise  by  the  discovery  of  gold  upon 
the  Pacific  slope .' 

One  morning  in  the  year  1848,  Bennett  and  Mar- 
shall, two' individuals  unkno-wn  to  fame,  picked 
up  some  pieces  of  yellow  substance  in  Captain 
Suiter's  mill-race,  on  the  American  river,  near 
Coloma,  California.  Those  men,  quite  as  uncon- 
scious of  the  magnificent  results  to  flow  from  their 
discovery  as  was  Columbus  when  he  f.rst beheld 
the  gloyying  light  upon  the  shore  of  America,  held 
in  their  hands  the  germ  that  was  to  give  a  new 
impetus  to  the  progress  of  the  world.  What  has 
resulted  from  the  discovery  made  by  those  two 
almost  unknown  men,  though  it  has  astonished 
and  filled  nnankind  .with  amazement,  is  but  the 
precursor  of  what  is  to  follow  when  the  vast  min- 
ing regions  of  Oregon,  Washington,  and  Idaho 
have  their  raining  resources  more  fully  developed. 
As  yet  nothing  has  been  accomplished  upon  the 
Pacific  coast  but  a  mere  scratcliing  of  the  surface. 
With  macjiinery,  capital,  systematized  labor, and 
good  roatVs.  affording  facilities  for  ingress  aud 
egress,  and  the  cheaper  transportation  of  neces- 
sary supplies,  tlie  production  of  gold  and  silver 
will  be  increased  a  thousand-fold,  and  the  nation 
will  have  in  its  own  public  domain,  so  rich  in 
precious  metals,  resources  ample  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  our  public  debt,  even  if  we  should  be  com- 
pelled to  battle  with  treason  and  secession  for 
another  generation  to  come. 

It  does  seem  to  iVie,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
Government,  instead  of  pursuing  a  niggardly 
policy  toward  the  hardy  pioneers  engaged  in  de- 
veloping the  region  to  which  1  have  referred, 
should  extend  toward  them  all  reasonable  facili- 
ties for  the  successful  promotion  of  an  cntcrpii.'»e 
so  fraught  with  the  present  and  prospective  inter- 
ests of  the  nation. 

The  world  changes,  and  he  who  attempts  to 
oppose  its  inutationa  in  place  of  accommoilating 
himself  to  them  can  lay  no  claims  to  statesman- 
ship. When  the  Alleghanies  were  the  western 
limit  of  the  Union,  and  our  annual  gold  production 
and  coinage  were  about  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  thousand  dollars,  as  they  were  on  an  aver- 
age for  ihe  twenty-four  years  from  1793  to  1817, 
then,  when  Presidents,  Cabinets,  and  _meml;ers  of 
Congress,  together  with  the  more  respectable  por- 
tions of  mankind,  refused  to  send  messages  by 
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telegraph,  use  postage  f5lamps,  or  ride  upon  rnil- 
roads,  then  the  Mint  at  Pliiiadelpliia  was  at  the 
hull  of  the  American  universe  and  in  a  central 
position, and  could  accommodate  the  nation.  At 
present  there  is  no  more  use  or  propriety  in  its 
being  there  than  there  would  be  in  sending  warm- 
ing-|,ans  to  the  East  Indies,  temperance  lecturers 
to  the  State  of  Maine,  Christian  missionaries  to 
Massachusetts,  or  stetim  cotton-presses  to  Terra 
del  Fiiego. 

The  little  old  man  who  so  complacently  sits 
in  the  little  old  Government  workshop  in  Phil- 
adelphia, exercising  "  the  highest  functions  of 
national  sovereignty "  by  coining  $p3,000,000  of 
gold  a  year,  while  the  Pacific  slope  is  producing 
$100,0DO,O0Oand  wants  itcoined  into  a  circulating 
medium,  will  eventually  have  to  yield  to  the  logic 
of  current  events  and  take  his  shop  to  the  gold, 
for  the  reason  that  the  gold  will  not  come  to  his 
fihop. 

This  is  a  progressive  world  and  a  progressive 
people  in  a  progressive  age.  Commerce,  enter- 
prise, and  the  great  interests  of  mankind  will  not 
be  trifled  with  or  retarded  by  the  theories  of  a  by- 
gone age.  ThQse  who  are  too  prejudiced  or  too 
stubborn  to  yield  must  clear  tlie  track,  or  be 
crushed  by  the  car  of  progress.  The  adoption 
of  a  liberal  and  magnanimous  policy  on  the  part 
of  Congress  toward  the  remote  States  and  Ter- 
ritories is  calculated  to  cherish  and  foster  the  in- 
nate love  of  our  people  for  our  Government  and 
institutions.  No  recipients  of  such  generous 
favors  at^c  likely  to  regard  them  as  an  inducement, 
to  secession  or  "  disintegration, "especially  when 
the  disturbing  causes  which  have  led  to  our  pres- 
ent difficulties  have  no  existence  with  them. 
This  is  true  of  the  State*  and  Territories  upon 
the  Pacific.  It  is  true  that  a  branch  mint  uas 
one  of  the  institutions  conferred  upon  the  south- 
ern States  by  the  liberality  of  Congress,  and  was 
lo9ated  at  New  Orleans.  That  blessing,  like  any 
other  con^rred  upon  that  region,  was  perverted 
and  abused  in  the  mad  career  of  a  people  determ- 
ined to  make  slavery  general  and  freedom  local, 
but  there  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  that  it  fur- 
nished any  more  inducement  to  the  consummation 
of  secession  and  rebellion  than  any  other  of  the 
thousands  of  blessings  that  the  southern  people 
derived  from  their  connection  with  the  Union. 
This  folly  had  its  origin  in  other  causes,  promi- 
nent among  which  was  the  absurd  claim  that 
State  sovereignty  was  paramount  to  national  au- 
thority. The  seeds  of  secession  and  rebellion, 
with  all  their  concomitant  curses  and  crimes,  had 
been  sown  broadcast  by  prominent  southern 
statesmen  for  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years, 
under  the  fascinating  designation  of  State  rights, 
and  Vfere  assiduously  cultivated  by  pretenders 
■who  claimed  to  be  theembodimont  of  allthat  was 
chivalrous.  They  are  now  reaping  a  bountiful 
harvest  of  their  legitimate  but  accursed  fruits.  It 
has  proven  to  be  not  only  a  troublesome  but  an 
expensive,  experiment  not  likely  to  be  repeated 
anywhere. 

Mr.  President,  in  order  to  refute  the  visionary 
theories  of  what  I  regard  as  an  insane  man,  I  have 
thus  been  led  to  repel  mere  assertions  which  would 
not  be  of  the  slightest  consequence  were  it  not,  un- 
fortunately, for  the  official  position  which  by  acci- 
dent he  happens  to  occupy.  I  regret  exceedingly 
that  circumstances  beyond  my  control  have  com- 
pelled me  to  waste  so  much  ammunition  upon 
such  very  small  game. 

It  may  possibly  be  urged,  sir,  with  a  parent 
Mint  at  Philadelphia,  and  a  branch  mint  at  San 
Francisco,  no  more  minting  facilities  are  required, 
and  that  gold  will  seek  the  locality  where  it  can  be 
coined  the  cheapest.  I  dispose  of  all  such  argu- 
ments by  stating  that  during  the  last  fiscal  year  the 
branch  mintatSan  Francisco  by  being  worked  to 
its  utmost  capacity  was  only  able  to  coin  gold  to 
the  amount  of  $17,510,963,  while  only  p,340,- 
931  74  reached  and  was  coined  at  Mr.  Pollock's 
old  curiosity  shop  in  Philadelphia.  It  should  also 
be  borne  in  mind  that  at  Philadelphia  the  Govern- 
ment charge  for  "parting-,"  as  it  is  technically 
called,  was  only/we  cents  pa-  ownce,  while  at  San 
Francisco  it  was/owr«een  cents  per  ounce.  These 
data  prove  conclusively  that  gold  seeks  the  near- 
est mint  for  coinage,  and  that  the  extra  charge  of 
nine  cents  per  ounce  for  "  parting"  bears  no  sort 
of  proportion  to  the  expense  and  delays  of  trans- 
porting gold  to  the  parent  Mint  at  Philadelphia. 
When,  besides, it  is  taken  into  consideration  that 


the  Government  levi(>s  and  collects  a  tax  upon 
all  money  coined  at  their  establishments  equal  to 
the  expense  of  coinage,  I  am  unable  to  perceive 
how  she  can  lose  in  a  pecuniary  point  by  the 
adoption  of  a  measure  which  provides  for  reim- 
bursing her  for  all  her  outlay.  Surely  the  amount 
asked  for  by  the  bill  is  a  paltry  sum.  You  ex- 
pend without  a  murmur  a  larger  sum  every  month 
in  what  is  called  "  decorating"  the  subterranean 
passages  of  this  building  with  gaudy  daubs,  in- 
tended, as  I  suppose,  to  represent  mountains,  cas- 
cades, beasts,  birds,  and  persons,  who  never  ex- 
isted except  in  the  distempered  brain  of  the  artist 
engaged  in  producing  them 

The  wealth,  the  population,  and  political  power 
of  this  Republic  are  progressing  westward  with  as 
much  certainty  and  resistless  power  as  causes  the 
light  and  heat  of  the  morning  sun  to  flow  in  the 
same  direction.  You  can  neither  ignore  the  fact 
nor  retard  its  consummation,  but  you  may  for  a 
brief  period  embarrass  it  by  a  refusal  to  comply 
with  the  just  demands  of  our  people  for  the  same 
na'tional  benefits  conferred  by  the  common  Gov- 
ernment upon  older  and  more  favored  portions  of 
the  country. 

Whatever  may  be  the  blessings  of  a  paper  cur- 
rency, our  people  upon  the  Pacific  fail  to  discern 
them.  Both  California  and  Oregon  have  prohib- 
ited banks  within  their  limits  by  their  constitu- 
tions, and  nothing  is  there  known  or  recognized 
as  money  but  gold  and  silver;  nor  can  you  com- 
pel a  people  whose  principal  production  is  gold 
and  silver  to  recognize  any  other  currency.  Pa- 
per money  there  of  all  sorts  and  kinds  is  treated 
as  a  commercial  commodity,  and  is  bought  and 
sold  for  its  coin  value.  It  is  true  that  the  legal- 
tender  clause  makes  it  current  at  its  face  in  the 
liquidatioh  of  judgments  there  as  here,  but  he 
who  recovers  it  can  only  dispose  of  it  in  the  same 
way. 

Commerce  and  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life 
make  it  necessary  to  have  in  that  country  a  large 
amount  of  coin  in  circulation.  In  order  to  send  our 
bullion  to  San  Francisco  for  coinage  we  are  sub- 
jected to  a  tax  of  about  ten  per  cent.,  in  the  way  of 
express  charges  and  insurance,  in  addition  to  the 
"Constant  delay  which  occurs  in  the  transportation 
and  at  the  Mint,  which,  upon  an  average,  amounts 
to  three  months.  Is  there  any  just  or  sound  reason 
why  the  people  of  that  region  should  have  a  tax 
of  millions  per  annum  imposed  upon  them  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  enriching  insurance  and  express 
companies  or  speculators,  or  for  holding-us  in  a 
sort  of  commercial  vassalage  and  as  tributaries 
to  a  neighboring  State.'  France,  England,  and 
other  nations  of  Europe,  as  well  n^s  Mexico  and 
the  contiguous  Statesof  Central  and  South  Amer- 
ica, have  been  keen  enough  to  appreciate  our 
wants  in  the  way  of  currency,  and  have  at  times 
flooded  us  with  foreign  coins,  and  have  realized 
great  profits  by  the  trade.  By  the  adoption  of 
this  mensure  you  relieve  us  from  all  this  enor- 
mous and  unjust  taxation. 

With  a  firm  consciousness  of  the  justice  and 
propriety  of  my  amendment,  I  invoke  the  aid  of 
Senators  to  procure  its  adoption. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)  The  morning  hour  having  expired, 
the  special  order  is  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  HOWE,  i  will  inquire  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  if  this  bill  might  not  first  be 
disposed  of? 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ought  not  to  have  given  way 
when  I  made  tliis  motion  before.  It  is  very  im-' 
portant  to  act  on  these  generals  to-day. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Will  the  Senator  withdraw 
his  motion  to  allow  me  to  make  a  motion  for  an 
adjournment  to  Monday.' 

Mr.  POWELL.  Will  the  Senator  bo  kmd 
enough  to  yield  until  I  can  call  up  a  resolution 
asking  for  information? 

Mr.  CONNESS.  The  Senator  from  Massa- 
cliusetts  gives  way  to  me,  and  I  move  that  when 
the  Senate  adjourns  to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday  next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

OKDKR  OP  BOSJtN.KSS. 
Mr.  POWELL.     I  move  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution that  I  OfTered  yesterday  morning  calling  on  , 


the  Secretary  of  War  for  information.  I  will 
state  to  the  Senate  that  I  am  preparing  a  bill  on 
the  subject-matter  of  that  resolution,  and  I  wish 
to  have  the  report  of  the  Secretary  before  I  intro- 
duce it.  I  suppose  no  Senator  will  object  to  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  moved 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  indicated  by  him. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  we  had  better  go  into 
executive  session,  and  settle  as  many  of  these 
cases  as  we  can.  It  is  very  important  to  do  it. 
The  failure  to  act  on  these  nominations  is  creat- 
ing the  greatest  trouble  in  the  Army;  and  the  rep- 
resentations are  so  strong  that  I  do"  not  see  how 
we  can  postpone  action  upon  them. 

IVIr.FESSENDEN.  1  am  perfectly  willing  to 
go  into  executive  session  and  take  up  tlie  nom- 
inations which  are  alluded  to  by  the  honorable 
Senator  if  he  will  fix  a  day  ahead  for  their  con- 
sideration— I  do  not  care  how  near  it  is — so  that 
everybody  may  have  notice  thatthe  nominations 
are  to  be  acted  on  at  that  time.  But  to  take  them 
up  suddenly,  when  we  understand  that  some  of 
them  are  to  be  contested  by  gentlemen  who  per- 
haps are  not  present,  I  do  not  think  is  exactly 
proper. 

I  have  heard  this  story,  about  the  embarrass- 
ment of  the  Army  with  reference  to  a  particular 
nomination,  so  many  times  that  I  have  not  quite 
the  belief  that  mi-kitary  operations  must  necessa- 
rily stop  unless  we  confirm  some  particular  offi- 
cer in  the  space  of  five  or  ten  minutes.  I  do  not 
think  a  delay  of  two  or  three  days  can  make  any 
very  particular  difference  when  we  know  that 
their  claims  for  promotion  have  rested  for  three 
or  four  months  without  any  very  great  difficulty 
arising. 

If  tli.e  Senator  will  notify  the  Senate  that  he 
shall  move  to  go  into  executive  session  at  a  par- 
ticular hour  on  some  day  next  week  with  a  view 
to  take  up  these  nominations,  I  shall  interpose  no 
objection  to  the  motion  at  the  time  appointed. 
He  may  fix  it  as  early  as  he  pleases.  But  I  want 
all  Senators  to  know  when  these  particular  nom- 
inations are  to  be  acted  upon,  and  then  if  they 
choose  to  be  away  and  do  not  attend  to  them,  it  is 
their  own  fault,  and  we  shall  not  be  met  by  mo- 
tionsto  reconsider,  &c.,  because  they  are  not  here. 
This  is  my  opinion  about  it.  If  the  Senator  dif- 
fers from  me,  of  course  he  can  pursue  his  own 
course. 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  seems  to  me  the  Senate  is 
fuller  to-day  than  usual,  and  I  do  not  see  any 
reason  why  v/e  cannot  go  into  executive  session 
and  act  on  some  of  these  nominations  now.  If 
there  are  any  Senators  absent  who  have  expressed 
a  desire  to  be  present  and  vote  on  particular  nom- 
inations, we  can  postpone  those  cases.  We  have 
got  more  executive  business  than  we  can  do  to- 
day. The  Senator  from  Maine  is  well  aware  that 
whenever  any  eflFort  has  been  made  to  act  on  these 
generals,  for  several  weeks  past,  they  have  been 
put  over.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  said  to  us 
lately  in  regard  to  these  nominations.  The  sub- 
ject has  been  pressed  upon  us,  and  within  a  few 
days  with  a  great  deal  of  earnestness,  for  this  rea- 
son: there  have  been  quite  a  number  of  changes 
in  the  generals  of  our  armies,  and  especially  in 
the  army  of  the  Potomac,  as  everybotly  knows. 
It  is  important  that  these  nominations  shall  be 
acted  oh  one  way  or  the  other.  Their  confirma- 
tion or  rejection  will  affecta  great  many  brigades 
and  divisions  where  there  is  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 
The  question  whether  a  man  shall  command  a  di- 
vision or  a  brigade  depends  entirely  on  these  con- 
firmations. The  Secretary  of  War  is  very  anx- 
ious for  action,  and  I  know  that  the  generals  who 
are  reorganizing  these  armies  are  anxious  for  ac- 
tion on  these  nDminations.  I  should  like  to  go 
on  with  them  as  far  as  we  can  to-day.  If  there 
are  any  of  these  cases  that  aiiy  Senator  now  ab- 
sent desires  to  have  acted  on  in  his  presence,  and 
anybody  knows  it,  I  am  certainly  willing  it  shall 
lie  over.  There  are  forty-nine  cases  before  us, 
and  we  cannot  act  on  all  of  them  to-day. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  op- 
pose the  motion  to  go  into  executive  session.  I 
littve  been  waiting  nearly  the  whole  session  for  a 
time  when  thcr(!  should  be  some  little  lull  in  the 
business  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Aifairs, 
which  1  believe  generally  has  ground  out  a  bill 
a  day  during  the  session,  to  present  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  one  or  two  menauics  for 
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the  Navy,  but  I  have  been  like  the  man  standing 
on  tlie  steps  of  the  Astor  House  waiting  for  the 
procession  to  get  by".  [Laughter.]  Ithasgrovvn 
thicker  and  lliicker  every  moment.  1  ho[ie  the 
Senate  will  agree  to  devote  sometime  or  other  to 
the  consideration  of  a  few  measures  relating  to 
the  Navy.  I  have  in  my  hand  Senate  bill  No. 
17,  which  is  a  very  important  bill,  and  which  I 
propose  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate as  early  as  possible,  and  I  sliould  like  to  do 
it  now.  It  is  a  bill  that  was  passed  by  the  Senate 
and  by  the  House  of  Representativesalmostunan- 
imously  at  the  last  session,  but  it  did  not  happen 
to  pass  within  ten  days  of  the  close  of  the  session 
and  it  did  not  become  a  law.  I  shall  move,  as 
often  as  I  can  get  the  floor,  to  have  that  bill  con- 
sidered, particularly  as  I  see  by  the  morning 
papers  that  the  Secretary  of  th^  Navy,  in  a  com- 
municEftion  from  his  Department  yesterday,  com- 
plained of  our  legislation  in  regard  to  the  Navy.' 
I  shall  havesomething  to  say  on  that  matter  when 
it  comes  up;  but  as  now  advised,  I  shall  vote 
against  taking  up  every  measure  except  one  or 
two  of  these  little  bills  that  I  think  ought  to  be 
considered;  and  if  the  Senate  shall  vote  down  the 
pending  motion,  I  propose  to  move  to  take  up 
bill  No.  17 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  says  that  the  necessity  of  the 
motion  which  he  has  made  has  been  pressed  for 
some  time.  It  certainly  has  nptbeen  pressed  on 
the  Senate;  I  do  not  know  how  it  may  have  been 
pressed  on  him  by  the  Department;  but  we  have 
not  heard  anything  of  it  here.  I  do  not  want  to 
delay  these  nominations;  I  am  ready  to  act  upon 
them  at  any  moment;  and  if  the  Senate  are  so 
disposed,  I  shall  make  no  further  objection  to 
going  on  with  them  now.  There  is  nothing  which 
1  want  to'press  particularly  now  except  the  bill 
on  which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Oregon  has 
addressed  the  Senate,  and  which  ought  to  be 
passed  speedily,  if  passed  at  all.  That  bill  now 
has  precedence  of  everything  except  the  special 
order,  which  I  understand  is  not  to  be  pushed 
to-day;  and  I  submit,  therefore,  whether  we  had 
not  better  go  on  with  it.  As  to  the  resolution 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  I  think 
no  great  harm  will  come  to  the  public  if  it  is  suf- 
fered to  rest  for  a  day  or  two.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  so  pressing  as  to  interfere  with  other  public 
business. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  should  like  to  know  what  the 
question  before  the  Senate  is. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
before  the  Senate  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  to  postpone  all  prior  orders  and 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  in- 
dicated by  him. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  moved  to  go  into  executive 
session,  but  some  Senators  about  me  think  we 
ought  not  to  take  advantage  of  the  absence  of 
some  members.  I  think,  however,  we  may  as 
well  go  into  executive  session  and  act  on  those 
nominations  that  are  generally  agreed  upon.  I 
therefore  make  the  motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  moves  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  had  proceeded  so  far  as  to  as- 
certain what  the  question  was  before  the  Senate. 
The  next  inquiry  1  wanted  to  make  was  who  had 
the  floor  upon  it;  1  have  not  resigned  it.  I  find, 
however,  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
has  somehow  got  the  floor  and  got  another  mo- 
tion before  the  Senate.  I  am  not  di.s|)osed  to  re- 
si-slgoing  into  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness now,if  it  be  particularly  important;  buthere 
is  a  bill  before  the  Senate  which  it  seems  to  me 
may  as  well  be  dispo.scd  of  now  as  at  any  time. 
It  will  occupy  but  a  few  minutes.  There  is  to 
be  no  debate  on  it.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  under  my 
charge,  I  want  to  make  a  very  few  remarks  and 
have  a  paper  read  in  reply  to  the  Si;nator  from 
Oregon;  and  I  think  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
ciiusetts  can  indulge  me  so  far  as  that,  and  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  wishes  liia  resolu- 
tion taken  up,  I  am  quite  sure  will  withdraw  his 
motion  until  this  measure  can  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  de- 
bate my  ri.'soliition  at  all.  I  merely  wished  to  in- 
dicate to  the  Senate  that  I  am  preparing  a  bill  on 
the  subject,  and  I  desire  the  information  from  the 
War  Department  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  nie 
to  complete  it.    If  we  takcup  thercaolution  1  tliiiik 


we  can  pass  it  in  less  time  than  has  already  been 
consumed  in  making  motions,  and  I  hope  the  Sq|i- 
ator  from  Massachusetts  will  withdraw  his  motion 
until  the  resolution  comes  up,  and  then  I  will  go 
with  him  for  an  executive  session. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  find  everybody  around  me 
has  some  object  to  gain.  I  do  not  wish  to  appear 
to  be  unfair  in  fixing  a  time  and  crowding  these 
nominations  on  the  Senate  unawares.  1  know  it 
is  important  to  act  at  an  early  day,  and  for  that 
purpose  I  give  notice  now  that  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing at  half  past  twelve  o'clock  I  shall  move  to  go 
into  executive  session  and  continue  until  we  act 
on  all  these  cases  of  appointments;  that  is,  I 
mean  to  continue  from  day  to  day  until  we  settle 
the  question  of  generals. 

ThePRESIDINGOFFICER.*  Dpes  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  withdraw  his  motion? 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  withdraw  it  now. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  postpone  all  prior  or- 
ders and  take  up  Senate  bill  No.  17. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  inquire  if  that  is  in  order. 
I  have  alread  y  a  motion  pending  to  take  up  a  par- 
ticular subject. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  submit  a  privileged  mo- 
tion. I  move  that  we  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  executive  business.  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  are  so  many  conflictingclaims  to  precedence 
that  we  shall  do  nothing  this  afternoon  in  open 
session. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  will 
remind  Senators  that  a  motion  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business  is  a  question 
that  does  not  admit  of  extended  debate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Before  the  question  ig 
taken  on  that  motion,  I  wish  simply  to  make  an 
inquiry.  I  understand  that  if  the  motion  prevail 
the  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  will  be 
the  business  before  the  Senate  at  one  o'clock  on 
Monday. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  resolution 
is  now  beTore  the  Senate  as  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday;  and  if  the  Senate  now  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business  it  will 
be  the  special  order  at  the  next  sitting  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  And_on  that  question  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  I  believe,  is  entitled  to 
the  floor.  I  merely  want  it  understood  that  that 
will  be  the  bus,i,ij\pss  pending,  if  we  go  into  exec- 
utive session  now. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  It  seems  to  me  the  Sen- 
ate will  not  hesitate  to  accede  to  so  reasonable  a 
request  as  that  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
He  says  that  he  wishes  to  prepare  a  bill,  and 
needs  the  information  called  for  by  his  resolution 
in  order  to  prepare  the  bill.  The  suggestion  of 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  is  also  certainly  a 
very  reasonable  one.  I  will  support  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  go  into  executive  ses- 
sion as  soon  as  those  two  little  matters  are  dis- 
posed of;  and  certainly  there  can  be  no  objection 
to  doing  what  those  two  Senators  ask. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  have  no  objection  that  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  shall  pre- 
vail and  the  Senate  proceed  to  coneider  his  reso- 
lution; but  to  the  passage  of  that  resolution  I  for 
orfe  am  opposed.  I  am  willing  that  it  shall  be 
voted  upon,  however;  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
course. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  that  the 
Senate  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  exec- 
utive business. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
will  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  SHERMyVN.  If  I  do,  the  result  will  evi- 
dently be  a  debate  as  to  what  business  we  shall 
transact.  The  Senator  from  California  has  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  opjiose  the  resolution  of 
the  Senator,  from  Kentucky,  and  hence  it  will 
lead  to  delialc. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  will  say  that  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  debate  it  when  the  question  comes  up.  I 
liimjily  pro|)ose  to  move  that  the  resolution  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  POWELL.     I  shall  not  debate  i't. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  But  that  is  merely  getting 
two  votes. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  insist  on  my  motion. 

The  quesiion  being  jiut,  there  were,  on  a  di- 
vision— ayes  18,  ncn;s  14;  not  a  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  HARRIS  and  others  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 


Mr.  POWELL.  I  move  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  My 
question  of  order  is  by  what  right  the  motion  to 
go  into  executive  session  supersedes  an  existing 
motion  which  was  under  consideration. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  hasalwaya 
been  the  practice  of  the  Senate  to  receive  at  any 
time  a  motion  to  go  into  executive  session,  and 
it  is  perfectly  in  order  like  any  other  motion. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  suppose  that  is  not  a  subject  of 
extensive  debate,  as  tlie  Chair  has  said ;  but  1  want 
to  give  one  reason  why  I  shall  vote  against  it. 
We  are  now  in  the  fifth  month  of  this  session, 
and  the  session  has  been  occupied  thus  far  and  I 
cannot  get  the  Senate  to  take  up  for  consideration 
a  naval  bill.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  hassent 
a  letter  to  Congress  complaining  that  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  prevents  the 
action  of  the  Navy  and  prevents  filling  it  up.  I 
want  simply  to  do  what  I  can  to  forward  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  On  the  motion 
to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness the  yeas  and  nays  have  Ueen  requested. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  wish  to  say  that  on  the 
motion  to  go  into  executive  session  the  Senate 
appeared  to  be  without  a  quorum.  The  only  mo- 
tion, then,  that  could  be  made  was  a  motion  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  was  made  and  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  But  we  must  first  find 
that  we  have  a  quorum  before  the  motion  can 
again  be  made  to  go  into  executive  session.  We 
can  ascertain  that  by  a  vote  on  the  question  of 
adjournment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  appearing 
on  a  division  of  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  was  not 
voting,  a  call  was  made  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  so 
that  the  fact  of  the  presence  or  abseij(j»;  of  a  quo- 
rum might  be  ascertained.     Tlie  call  will  show  it. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     Very  well. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  24,  nays  16;  as  follows: 

YEAS — JMcssrs.  Brnivn.  Ci;iik,CnHamer.  Conness,  Poo- 
little,  Fesseruleii,  Foot,  Foster,  Harris,  Iloiulcrson,  How- 
ard, LfQiie  of  IiidiTlnn,  Morgan,  Morrill,  roiiioroy,  Towoll, 
Uainspy,  Sherman,  Sumnor,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van 
Winkle,  Wade,  and  Wilson— 24. 

NAVS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Cliandler,  Davis,  Grimos, 
Hale,  Harding,  Harlan,  Hendricks,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane 
of  Kansas,  Nesmitli,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Willey,  and  WrigUt 
-IC 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman  was  agreed  to; 
and  after  some  time  spent  in  executive  session,  the 
doors  were  reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jlpril  1,  1864. 

The  House  m et  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer  by 

Rev.  Rush  R.  Shippen. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

LANDS  TO  RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 
Mr.  PRICE,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
joint  resol  utions  of  the  Legislature  of  lowii,  asking 
an  extension  of  time  for  certain  railroad  compa- 
nies in  Iowa  to  receive  land  grants;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

DES  MOINES  COAL-BEDS. 

Mr.  KASSON.     I  ask  unanimous  consent  to, 
introduce  a  joint  resolution  granting  certain  privi- 
leges to  the  city  ofDes  Moines,  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Thejoint  resolution,  which  was  read  for  inform- 
ation, provides  that  the  United  States  relinquish 
to  the  city  of  Des  Moines  all  their  rigliis  and  in- 
terc^sts  in  the  coal-l)eds  which  underlie  ihe  river 
Des  Moines  within  thelimitsof  said  city,  provided 
that  no  disposition  or  use  thereof  shall  be  made 
which  shall  obstruct  the  free  navigation  of  said 
river,  nor  shall  any  one  grant  of  the  privilege  of 
mining  the  same  extend  for  a  longer  period  than 
ten  years.  ^ 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  ex- 
planation of  the  rosolulion.  I  hiive  a  lettcM-  from 
the  city  solicitor  staling  the  facts  and  asking  some 
action.  The  city  have  authorized  certain  persons 
to  mine  for  a  belter  quality  of  coal,  believing  that 
the  vein  which  now  underruns  the  river  Dea 
Moines  to  conlMina  superior  quality  to  that  found 
in  the  bluiTs.    On  investigating  the  subject,  tiiey 
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fear  that  they  might  not  be  acting  in  entire  ac- 
cordance with  h\w,  and  that  they  have  not  the 
sanction  of  law.  According  to  the  request  of  the 
city,  after  consultation  with  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Lands  and  the  chairman  and  one  or  two 
other  tnembers  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
wliom  1  was  able  to  see,  I  have  prepared  and  now 
offer  this  resolution.  I  can  discover  no  possible 
objection  to  it.  Nor  have  either  of  the  public  of- 
ficers to  whom  1  have  referred  found  any -objec- 
tion to  it.  I  ask,  therefore,  that  the  resolution 
may  be  acted  upon  now. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  desire  to  i(]quire  of 
thcgentleman  by  whom  the  soil  is  owned  in  wliich 
this  coal  is  supposed  to  exist.  I  did  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman. 

Mr.  KASSON.  The  coal  underlies  the  mean- 
derings  of  the  river,  and  therefore  the  land  is  re- 
tained by  the  United  Slates,  private  property  not 
extending  into  the  river. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  The  resolution,  then, 
only  applies  to  mines  which  underlie  the  body 
of  the  river.' 

Mr.  KAvSSON.     That  is  all. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was 
.introduced,  ordered  to  be'  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous  consent, 
made  a  report  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  in  reference  to  a  soldier  found 
drowned  in  the  canal;  the  subject  having  been 
referred  to  that  committee.  ■ 

Tiie  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  desire 
to  have  the  report  acted  on  now.' 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  Thch-e  is  no  necessity 
foraction.    Perbaps  the  report  had  better  be  read. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  is  quite  lengthy,  and  I 
move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

At  a  subsequent  period  of  the  session,  Mr-. 
MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous  consent,  \vith- 
drew  the  resolution. 

TRINTING  OP  LAAVS. 

Mr.  BALDV/IN,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  reported  the  following 
resolution,  on  which  lie  demanded  the  previous 
question. 

Resolved,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing 
shall  cause  to  bii. printed  one  tliousand  copies  of  all  laws 
and  joint  resolutions  inraiediately  upon  their  passage,  Cor 
the  use  of  the  memliers  of  the  House,^and  shall  in  addition 
thereto  cause  to  be  printed  and  bound  at  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion five  thousand  copies  thereof  lor  the  above  use. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was 
adopted;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PAY  OF  PRIVATE  SOLDIERS.  "' 

f"'  Mr.  HOLMAN.  With  a  view  to  obtaining 
some  time  when  the  subject  referred  to  may  be 
cojisidercd,  I  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  offer  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolced,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  House  the  bill  for  the  increase  of  tlie 
pay  of  the  private  soldiers  of  the  Army,  and  that  thesame 
be  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow,  and  I'rom  thence 
until  disposed  of. 

Tlie  SPEAKER.  That  will  require  unanimous 
consent,  and  the  Chair  will  state  to  the  gentleman 
that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  [Mr.  Sciienck]  is  not  now  in  the  Hall. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  believe  that 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs will  be  absent  necessarily  to-morrow.  He 
may  return  on  Monday;  but  perhaps  not  in  sea- 
son to  present  the  bill.  I,  for  one,  am  anxious 
to  have  it  acted  on  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  I  shall  ask  permission 
to  submit  this  resolution  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  wish  to  say, 
if  1  may  be  allowed,  that  the  Military  Committee 
nre  anxious  to  report  this  bill,  and  have  been  for 
some  time,  and  that  there  will  be  no  unnecessary 
delay.  ^ 

INTRIl-STATE  COMMERCE. 
Mr.  WILSON.    I  ask  the  unanimous  conscntof 
the  House  to  introduce  a  bill   to  reguluto  com- 


merce among  tiie  several  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  reference  only. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  that  the  bill  be  reported. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  each  and 
every  railroad  company  in  the  United  States  be 
authorized  to  transport  freight  and  passengers 
passing  from  one  State  to  another,  anything  in 
the  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     I  object. 

LANDS  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consentof 
the  House  to  report  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  a  bill  fol-  the  relief  of  the  settlers  upon 
certain  lands  in  California.  It  is  a  local  bill,  and 
I  desire  action  on  it  now. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  shall  have  to  object  to  it  if  it 
will  give  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  EIIGBY.  I  do  not  think  it  will  give  rise 
to  any  debate.  , 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  call  for  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow 
this  bill  to  pass.  It  is  reported  unanimously  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  is  purely  of 
a  local  character. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  will  make  no  objection  to  the 
reporting  of  the  bill  on  condition  that  it  gives 
rise  to  no  debate. 

The  bill  was  thfen  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  by  Mr.  Higby,  received  its  first 
and  second  readings,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  was 
■accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HIGBY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WAR  EXPENSES  OF  STATES. 

Mr.  BLAINE,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  provide  for  refunding  to  the  loyal 
States  certain  sums  of  money  expended  by  them 
in  raising  and  organizing  troops  for  the  Union 
armies;  which  wd?i  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  now  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

T[)e  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness is  the  reporting  of  bills  of  a  public  character 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ELIOT  obtained  the  floor. 

RECIPROCITY  TREATY. 
Mr.  WARD.    I  ask  my  colleaguO'On  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  to  yield  to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  ELIOT.     I  yield  to  the  gentleman. 
.  Mr.  WARD.     I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  to  report  back  a  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  House  (Nb.  3)  to  authbrize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  negotiate  anew 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  for  the  British  provinces 
of  North  America,  based  upon  true  principles  of 
reciprocity,  with  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of 
a  substitute,  and  also  to  present  a  I'eport  in  writing. 
Imove  that  they  be  printed,  and  that  the  joint  res- 
olution be  postponed  for  four  weeks  from  yes- 
terday. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  following  is  the  substitute  reported  by  Mr. 
Ward: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President  to  give  the  requi- 
site notice  for  terminating  the  treaty  made  with  Great 
Britain  on  behalf  of  the  British  provinces  in  North  Amer- 
ica, and  to  appoint  commissioners  to  negotiate  a  new 
treaty  witli  the  British  Government,  based  upon  the  true 
principles  of  reciprocity. 

Whereas  under  the  treaty  made  by  the  United  States 
witli  Great  Britain,  proclamation  of  which  was  made  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  on  the  11th  of  September, 
18.'>4,  for  the  |)urposc  of  extending  reciprocal  trade  between 
the  liritish  North  American  colonies  and  tlie  United  States, 
nearly  all  the  articles  which  Canada  has  to  sell  are  admit- 
ted into  the  United  States  free  of  duty,  while  heavy  duties 
are  now  imposed  upon  many  of  those  articles  wliich  tlie 
people  of  tlH!  United  States  liaveto  sell,  with  the  intention 
of  excluding  them  from  the  Canadian  niarliets ;  and  whereas 
the  President  of  llie  United  States,  in  the  first  session  of 
tlie  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  caused  to  be  submitted  to  tlie 
House!  of  Repr(!Seniativcs  an  ollicial  report  setting  forth  the 
inequality  and  injustice  existing  in  our  present  iiitertiourse 
with  Canada,  subversive  of  the  true  intent  of  the  treaty, 
owing  to  the  subsequent  legislation  of  Canada;  and  whereas 
by  tlie  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  provision  was  made  that  it 
should  remain  in  force  for  ten  years  froin  the  date  at  which 
it  should  go  into  operation,  and  further  iintil  the  expiration 
of  twelvi;  months  al'lir  either  of  the  high  eoiiliucting  pai- 


tios  should  give  notice  to  the  other  of  its  wish  to  terminate 
the  same,  each  of  the  high  contracting  panics  being  at  lib- 
erty to  give  sucli  notice  to  the  other  at  the  end  of  said  term 
often  years,  or  at  any  time  afterwards;  and  whereas  by  a 
further  proclamation  issued  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  bearing  date'the  16tli  day  of  March,  1855,  it  was  de- 
clared that  the  said  treaty  siiould  go  into  effect  and  be, ob- 
served on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  and  whereas  it  is 
desirable  that  friendly  relations  should  be  continued  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  tlie  British  North  American 
provinces,  and  thatcomtpercialintercourse  should  be  here- 
after carried  on  between  them  upcm  principles  reciprocally 
beneficial  and  satisfactory  to  both  parties :  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Representative) 
of  the  United  Slates  of  Jiinericain  Congress  asseinhlcd,  Tliat 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  aiid  required  to  give  notice  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  Kingdom.of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  that  it  is  the 
wish  and  intentionof  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America  to  terminate  the  said  treaty  at  the  end  of  twelve 
months  from  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  time  when 
the  said  treaty  went  into  operation  as  aforesaid;  such  notice 
to  be  given  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  ten  years, 
to  the  end  that  the  said  treaty  may  be  abrogated  as  soon  as 
it  can  be  done  under  tlie  provision  thereof,  unless  a  new 
convention  shall  before  that  time  be  concluded  between  the 
two  Governments  by  which  the  provisions  shall  be  abro- 
gated or  so  modified  as  to  be  mutually  satisfactory  to  both 
Governments.  And'that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  three  commis- 
sioners, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consentof  the  Senate, 
for  the  revision  of  said  treaty,  and  to  confer  with  other 
commissioners  duly  authorized  therefor,  whenever  it  shall 
appear  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
to  negotiate  a  new  treaty  between  the  two  Governments 
and  the  people  of  both  countries  based  upon  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  reciprocity,  and  for  the  removal  of  existing  difli- 
culties.. 

RULES  FOR  PREVENTING  COLLISIONS. 

Mr.  ELIOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  62)  fixing 
certain  rules  and  regulations  for  preventing  col- 
lisions on  the  waters. 

The  bill  was  read  in  full. 

Mr.  ELIOT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  1st  day  of  June,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  1st  day  of  September,  so  as  to  make 
the  bill  take  effect  from  and  after  the  latter  date. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  ELIOT.  Mr.  Speaker  the  object  of  this 
bill  is  the  establishment  of  an  international  code 
for  regulating  the  course  of  vessels  on  the  water 
to  prevent  collisions  and  to  protect  property  and 
life.  The  importance  of  such  a  code  has  been 
felt  a  long  time  by  all  parties  interested.  There 
is  at  this  time  no  statute  regulation  of  the  matter 
by  this  Government.  The  attention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment was  called  to  this  question  about  a  year 
ago  in  a  note  written  from  the  legation  of  Great 
Britain  by  Lord  Lyons,  and-  submitted  to  the 
Department  of  State.  In  Lord  Lyons's  note  he 
stated  that  the  attention  of  his  Government  had 
been  called  to  this  subject,  and  that  it  had  pro- 
vided a  code  of  rules,  a  copy  of  which  he  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  State,  desiring  that  the 
attention  of  this  Government  should  be  given  to 
the  subject  in  order  thata  uniform  code  of  regula- 
tions, international,  might  be  as  soon  as  possible 
adopted  and  put  in  force;  and^stating  that  the 
regulations  thus  submitted  were  to  be  in  force  in 
Great  Britain  after  June,  18G3. 

The  code  as  it  was  submitted  to  the  State  De- 
partment was  referred  to  the  Navy  Department; 
and  by  the  Navy  Department  it  was  referred  to 
a  board  which  has  given  to  the  subject  very  care- 
ful examination.  It  has  also  been  recommended 
by  the  Treasury  Department.  Since  the  bill  has 
been  reported  by  the  Cammittee  on  Commerce, 
when  it  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  and  printed, 
copies  of  the  bill  have  been  sent  to  different  parts 
of  the  country,  and  the  attention  of  persons  inter- 
ested in  these  matters  was  called  to  its  provis- 
ions. In  order  that  the  House  may  understand 
somewhat  the  views  that  were  entertained  by  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  on  this  question, 
I  will  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  the  letter  of  Lord 
Lyons  that  it  may  be  read. 

Tiie  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Washington,  January  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  orders  of  my  Government  to 
address  to  you  the  following  communication: 

The  great  increase  which  has  lately  taken  place  in  the 
number  of  ships  employed  upon  the  ocean,  the  changes 
which  are  being  made  in  the  build  and  character  of  those 
ships,  and  more  especially  the  introduction  and/apid  ct- 
tension  of  steam  navigation,  have  for  some  time  made  it 
nec(!ssary  to  alter  and  amend  the  rules  and  practice  for- 
merly observed  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  collisions  at 
sea. 

Certain  improvements  have  consoquenlly  been  made 
from  time  lo  time,  both  iu  the  description  of  lights  and  sig- 
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nals  to  be.  iisi'd  by  vessels  at  night,  and  also  In  tlie  rules  to 
be  observed  by  vessels  when  approaching  one  another. 
Some  of  these  alterations,  those, torexanipic,  which  relate 
to  green  and  red  side-lights,  have  already  been  adopted  by 
most  maritime  nations;  but  even  in  these  cases  the  adop- 
tion of  the  new  system  by  each  nation  has  hitherto  only 
had  tlie  efTect  of  a  municipal  law,  while  in  other  cases  the 
ruU's  and  practice  adopted  by  diflercnt  nations  are  incon- 
Bisteiit  and  conflicting. 

'I'hat  the  law  and  practice  of  all  the  maritime  nations  of 
the  world  concerning  the  precautions  to  he  ol)served  for 
preventing  collisions  at  sea  should  he  adapted  to  the  ex- 
igencies of  modern  navigation  ;  that  they  should  be  consist- 
ent and  uniform,  without  distinction  of  flag  or  of  place  ; 
and  that  Ihey  should  have  the  force  of  international  mari- 
time law,  are  objects  the  importance  of  which  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  urge. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Governments  of  Great 
Britain  and  France  liavc  prepared  a  sot  of  rules  which  will, 
tliey  believe,  if  adopted  by  the  maritime  nations  of  the 
%vorld,  fulfill  the  objects  above  mentioned. 

These  rules  are  to  come  into  force  on  the  1st  day  of  June, 
1863.  They  will  from  that  date  govern  Critisli  and  French 
ships,  and  will  be  capable  of  being  enforced  with  regard  to 
such  ships  in  the  courts  of  either  country.  To  complete 
the  work  thus  begun  it  is  necessary  to  procure  the  concur- 
rence of  other  nations,  and  for  this  purpose  I  am  charged 
by  ln!r  M.ijesty's  Government  to  communicate  to  you  the 
Inclosed  copy  of  the  above-mentioned  rules,  and  to  cxpres.? 
the  hope  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  may 
sec  fit  to  apply  them  to  its  own  ships,  and  to  signify  to  her 
Majesty's  Government  its  desire  that  sucii  ships  may  in 
any  questions  that  may  arise  in  British  courts  of  law  bo 
treated  accordingly. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  are  the  more  ready  to  believe 
that  this  course  will  be  willingly  acceded  to,  since  the 
rules  ill  question  have  been  so  framed  as  to  adhere  as  closely 
as  the  wants  of  modern  navigation  will  permit,  to  the  es- 
tablished practice  of  the  sea. 

r  have  only  to  add  that  a  communication  similar  to  the 
present  will  be  addressed  on  the  part  of  the  British  and 
French  Governments  to  tlieGovernmint  of  every  maritime 
natioji,  in  the  hope  that  tlie  rules  in  question  may  thus  be 
universally  adopted,  and  that  ihey  may  become  an  integral 
part  of  the  international  law  of  the  world. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration, 
sir,  your  most  obedient,  liumble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  M.  Seward,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  It  is  evident,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
a  co<ie  of  til  is  ilc.scri|jiion  is  moi'e  or  loss  useful  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  of  its  adoption  by  other 
nations.  If  but  one  maritime  nitiion  adopted  it, 
and  no  other  mnritiine  Power  availed  itsilf  of  il, 
it  could  not  have,  of  course,  the  geneial  utility 
which  one  uniform-code  regulating  tlie  course  of 
vessel.s  on  the  water  would  have.  When  this 
bill  shall  becoine  a  law,  it  will  probably  be  found 
that  nil  tlie  leading  maritime  Powers  of  the  world 
will  have  the  same  code  regulating  the  course  of 
vessel.s  on  the  ocean.  A  copy  of  this  bill  was 
sent  to  the  Boston  Marine  Society,  and  has  been 
subjected  to  careful  examination  by  that  society. 
i  will  send  to  the  Cleric's  desk  the  report  made  to 
the  society  on  the  subject,  giving  the  views  of 
gRiitlemcn  highly  competent  to  judge  on  matters 
of  this  kind.  I  beg  to  say  that  the  report  notonly 
refers  to  the  bill  now  befoi-e  the  House,  but  to 
one  which  I  shall  report  next  from  the  committee. 
But  the  whole  letler  may  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 
To  the  President  and  2'rustces  of  Boston  Marine  Society: 

Gentlemen:  Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
"bill  fixing  certain  rules  and  regulations  for  preventing  col- 
lisions on  the  water,"  and  also  a  "  bill  to  regulate  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,''  have  at- 
tended to  ilie  duty  assigned  them,  and  would  respectfully 
report  that  we  have  carefully  examined  each  bill,  and  are 
unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  the  bill  to  prevent  collisions 
at  sea  is  one  of  very  great  importance,  and  supplies  a  want 
that  lias  ever  existed  for  the  safety  of  vessels  at  sea,  and 
for  those  who  navigate  our  lakes  and  rivers. 

Up  to  the  present-time  we,  as  a  great  commercial  nation, 
have  had  no  established  rules  of  the  sea  upon  a  uniform 
basis,  having  the  sanction  of  law,  by  wliic'li  our  navigators 
could  govern  themselves  with  any  degree  of  safety,  aiidhy 
which  they  could  be  held  responsible  for  damage  arising 
from  the  neglect  of  the  same.  In  this  respect  we  are  very 
tar  behind  many  other  nations  whose  commerce  is  small 
when  compared  with  our  own. 

In  establishing  rules  for  the  sea  your  committee  arc  aware 
that  great  care  should  be  had  that  they  conform  sliiclly  to 
the  long-establislicd  rules  of  other  nations.  They  have 
thereforocarel'ully  compared  the  bill  suhinittcd  to  them  in 
nil  its  provisions,  wltli  the  English  establislied  rules  of  the 
Bca,  which  are  nearly  universally  adopted  hy  the  nations  of 
Europe,  and  find  they  exactly  correspdnd,  except  In  one 
Instance,  whicli  Is  in  article  ten,  relative  to  fog  signals  for 
Balling  vessels,  where  there  Is  a  slight  disorepaney  wlilcli 
your  coimiiitleedeem  ofmucli  imporlaiice,ii,Tmcly:  the  hill 
before  them  provides  that  all  sailing  sliipi  or  v<ssc|s  shall, 
In  fogey  weather,  use  a  fog  horn,  to  be  Kounded  every  five 
miniiU's.  The  Kngllsh  rule  Is  that  when  the  vessel  is  on 
the  starboard  tack  a  fog  horn  shall  be  sounded  every  fivi; 
minutes,  hut  when  on  the  port  tack  the  bell  should  be  rung 
every  five  minutes.  In  this  particnlnr  your  committee 
think  the  lilnglish  rule  is  decid<:dly  prefj^rable,  and  would 
prcventcoiifusion,  and  consequently  many  collisions,  more 
particularly  In  rivirs  and  narrow  ehaniielH.  With  that 
Kllglit  alteration  they  think  the  hill  a  very  good  one,  and 
would  strongly  reeoinnieiul  that  il  become  a  law. 
With  revpcct  to  tlie  "  bill  tnrcgiilatc  the  tonnage  of  ships 


and  vessels,"  your  committee  believe  the  present  mode  of 
measuring  and  calculating  the  tonnace  to  he  very  imperlect, 
and  very  far  from  being  uniform  ;  for  it  is  wellknown  that 
while  some  ships  will  only  carry  their  register  tonnage,  oth- 
ers will  carry  nearly  twice  that  amount ;  and  this  fact  alone 
Is  sufficient  to  show  the  great  imperfection  of  the  present 
method  of  measuring  and  calculating  the  tonnage.  It  also 
offers  a  very  strong  inducement  to  sacrifice  safely  and  speed 
for  carrying  capacity  in  the  coiisiructiun  of  ships,  tlius  in- 
creasing the  risk  of  life  and  property.  It  also  makes  the 
tonnage  tax  or  duly  fall  very  unequal  on-ships  and  vessels, 
while  justice  and  equity  both  clearly  dictate  that  all  prop-, 
erfy  should  be  taxed  in  just  proportion  to  its  ability  to  pay. 
Upon  a  careful  examination  and  comparison  of  the  bill 
suhmiited  to  them  with  theEnglish  rule  for  nieasuringand 
calculating  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  your  committee  find 
they  agree  precisely;  and  Ihey  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  a 
very  great  improvement  upon  the  method  now  in  use,  and 
appears  to  be  a  rule  for  determining  the  actual  capaciiy  of 
vessels  upon  correct  jirinciples;  and  unless  there  are  more 
weighty  reasons  against  a  change  than  your  committee  are 
at  present  possessed  of,  they  are  inclined  to  recojnmend 
Uie  adoption^  of  tliti  bill  submitted  for  their  consideration. 
E.  DAVIS, 

ELIAS  J.  DAVISON, 
WILLIAM  PERKINS, 
WILLIAM  BEAM  MALL, 
EllASTUS  SAMPSON. 

Boston,  March  1,  1664. 
The  foregoing  report  was   unnnimously  accepted  and 
placed  on  the  records  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society. 
Attest :  HENRY  K.  LORING, 

Secretary. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  It  will  be  seen,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  there  is  a  criticism  in  that  report  on  the  tenth 
article  of  the  bill.  On  receiving  the  letter  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  this  provision  varies  from 
the  English  rule,  I  wrote  a"t  once  toascertaiti  from 
what  quarter  these  gentlemen  in  Boston  had  re- 
ceived the  rules  which  they  had  examined,  be- 
cause the  code  on  which  this  bill  was  foi-med 
was  the  copy  furnished  officially  from  the  Eng- 
lish Government.  I  found  by  the  letter  in  reply 
that  the  copy  which  had  been  examined  in  Bos- 
ton,although  printed  in  a  recent  publication,  was 
the  rule  adopted  in  1858.  The  rule  embodied 
in  this  bill  is  the  present  rule  governing  English 
vessels,  I  believe  that  the  whole  bill,  as  it  is 
reported,  conforms  with  entire  accuracy  to  the 
rules  adopted  in  Great  Britain.  From  the  persons 
who  have  written  to  the  comnvittee  on  the  subject 
iheie  has  been  but  one  opinion  expressed,  and 
that  in  favor  of  the  billas  it  is  reported.  I  believe 
it  is  as  nearly  perfect  as  it  can  be  made;  and  un- 
less gentlemen  desire  to  make  inquiries  about  it, 
1  will  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  was  about  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man some  questions  at  the  beginning  of  his  re- 
marks, but  i  believe  he  has  met  them  all,  and  has 
explained  the  bill  very  satisfactorily  to  the  rep- 
resentatives of  all  the  commercial  classes.  It  seems 
to  me  that  this  bill  ought  to  become  a  law,  for  it 
establishes  a  great  international  code  of  naviga- 
tion on  th^  ocean.  I  suppose  that  if  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  States  adopt  this  law  it  wiJI 
also  be  adopted  by  all  the  maritime  nations  of  the 
world.  I  also  suppose  that  it  has  not  only  been 
subinitted  to  the  Marine  Society  of  Boston,  but 
to  other  marine  societies. 

Mr.  ELIOT.     Yes,  sir;  all  over  the  country. 

Mr.  BROOKS.     I  hope  that  it  will  be  passed. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  Question  was  ordered;  and  undtr  the  oper- 
ation thei-eof  the  bill  wasordeied  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time;and  being  engrossetl,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,andfiassed. 

Mr.  ELIOT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  that 
tlie  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADMEASUREMENT  OF  TONNAGE. 

Mr.  ELIOT,  from  the  Coinmittce  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back  House  bill  No.  119,  to  reg- 
ulate the  admeasurement  of  the  tonnage  of  ships 
and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  with  a  substi- 
tute. 

The  substitute  was  read. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  Mi-.  Speaker,  I  should  not  do 
my  duty  cither  to  the  committee  or  to  the  House 
if  I  failed  to  state  briefly  and  distinctly  the  rea- 
sons which  have  operated  upon  the  committee  in 
re[)orting  this  bill  to  the  House,  and  the  objects 
which  are  sought  to  be  attained  by  its  passnge. 
The  bill  which  has  been  just  passed  providingfor 
the  prevention  of  collisions  upon  the  water  was  a 
bill  which  will  contribute  to  the  estnblishinent  of 
n  uniform  code  of  rules  governing  the  ships  of  nil 
nations  upon  the  water.     The  elTcct  of  this  bill 


will  be,  if  it  is  passed,  to  contribute  very  materi- 
ally to  the  establishment  of  uniform  rules  for  the 
admeasurement  of  the  tonnage  of  vessels. 

I  suppose  the  subject  is  one  not  intei-esting 
enough  to  the  members  of  the  House  to  make  it 
probable  that  they  will  give  me  their  attention 
while  I  state  the  character  of  the  bill;  yet  1  think 
they  will  be  somewhat  surprised  when  the  fact 
is  stated  that  we  have  got  along  in  this  country 
to  the  year  1864  without  any  mode  of  ascertain- 
ing %vhat  is  the  legal  meaning  of  a  ton  as  used  in 
shipping,  in  registering  the  tonnage  of  vessels.  Our 
ships  arc  built  by  the  ton;  they  are  purchased 
ami  sold  and  chartered  by  the  ton;  they  are  taxed 
by  the  ton;  they  are  dealt  with  by  the  ton  in  all 
respects;  and  yet,  sir,  there  is  no  way  to  tell  what 
a  ton  means.  The  dead-weight  ton  we  know  the 
meaning  of,for  it  is  twenty  hundred  weight;  but 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  as  used  in  regis- 
tering vessels  cannot  be  ascertained,  because  there 
is  no  deffnite  unit  of  measurement.  The  ton  which 
is  used  is  not  definite.  If  we  were  to  be  deprived 
of  our  unit  of  measurement  of  weight,  of  tiive,or 
value,  gentlemen  would  see  what  a  cliaos  would 
be  brought  about  at  once.  Yet  it  is  of. the  same 
importance  to  the  ship-owners  and  ship-builders 
and  the  merchants  who  use  ships  upon  the  water 
that  there  should  be  a  definite  rule  to  determine 
the  capacity  of  a  vessel.     There  is  none.now. 

The  history  of  the  law  providing  for  the  ad- 
measurement of  tonnage  is  very  brief;  and  with 
the  leave  of  the  House  I  will  refer  to  it.  The 
fii-st  regulation  upon  the  subject  atall,  dates  back, 
I  think — I  speak  only  of  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  and*  our  own;  what  the  laws  have  been 
in  the  European  continental  nations  1  have  not 
examined — in  England,  then,  the  first  regulation 
goes  back  to  the  early  part  of  the. fifteenth  cen- 
tury. In  the  year  1422  a  very  simple  law  was 
passed  regulating  the  measurement  of  the  keels 
of  vessels  used  for  the  carriage  of  coal  from  New- 
castle. It  was  a  siinple  rule,  but  a  very  good 
one  so  far  as  it  went.  The  law  required  that 
these  vessels  sliould  not  carry  more  than  ten  chal- 
drons of  coal  each  of  fifty-three  hundred  pounds 
weight;  that  is  to  say,  that  they  should  not  carry 
more  than  fifty-three  thousand  pounds.  The  dead- 
weight ton  is  two  thousand,  so  that  those  vessels 
were  permitted  to  carry  twenty-six  and  a  half  tons. 
In  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  vessel  had  ob- 
tained the  proper  amount,  the  rule  required  that 
it  should  be  loaded  at  the  wharf  with  twenty-six 
and  a  half  tons  of  lead  or  iron.  '  Then  the  load- 
line  wasascertained  and  marlced  by  nails  driven  in 
the  stem  and  stern  on  either  side  and  amidships. 
Then  it  was  designated  to  what  depth  the  vessel 
would  be  sunk  with  a  full  cargo.  That  was  the 
whole  law,  and  it  was  a  good  one,  as  I  said  just 
now,  simply  because  it  was  based  upon  truth, 
which  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  any  other  law 
since  passed  upon  the  subject,  until  the  one  which 
recently  passed  in  Great  Britain  in  1854.  That 
law  of  1422  continued  until  1694,  1  think.  It  was 
then  modified,  and  there  was  no  other  law  until 
1720,  at  which  time  there  was  one  passed  in  Eng- 
land concerning  spirit  vessels,  vessels  that  carried 
wine.  That  law  was  very  similar  to  the  one  which 
we  now  have. 

In  1773  there  was  a  general  law  passed  by  the 
Parliamentof  Great  Britain  regulating  the  tonnage 
of  all  ships  and  vessels.  It  was  the  first  general 
law  ever  |iassed;  and  that  law  is  the  same,  word 
for  word,  we  now  have  in  this  country, excepting 
that-we  have  substituted  as  a  divisor  the  sum  of 
ninety-five  instead  of  the  English  sum  of  ninety- 
four. 

Gentlemen  will  find  \he  law  by  turning  to  the 
statute;  but  I  will  state  it,  and  they  will  see  at 
once  wherein  it  is  imperfect  and  unjust,  and  at 
the  present  time  impossible  of  useful  application. 
There  is  a  line  running  from  the  fore  part  of  the 
main  stem  to  the  after  part  of  the  stern-post  of  the 
vessel.  The  length  of  that  line  is  the  length  of 
the  vessel.  The  breadth  of  the  vessel  is  talfen  ^t 
its  greatest  width  across  the  wales  either  above  or 
below,  and  that  is  the  breadth.  One  half  of  that 
breadth  is  said  to  be  the  depth.  It  is  the  legal 
depth.  Then  from  the  length  thus  given  three 
fifths  of  the  breadth  of  the  vessel  are  deducted, 
and  the  remniiuler  represents  what  is  called  the 
toniKige-lenglh  of  the  vessel.  That  length  is  mul- 
tiplied by  the  full  breadth, and  the  product  is  mul- 
tiplied by  half  of  the  breadth,  which  is  the  deptli, 
or  supposed  to  be  so.  The  product  so  ascertained 
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is  divided  lay  r)inety-five,and  tlie  quotient  so  found 
is  siiid  to  rc'pi'eseiu  the  tonnage  of  the  vessel.  . 

But  it  does  not  represent  the  tonnage.  When 
the  itiw  was  passed  in  1720,  or  made  general  in 
177.3,  all  vessels  were  built  upon  substantially  the 
same  model,  just  so  long, just  so  wide,  and  just  so 
deep,  and  to  them  the  law  might  well  apply.  If 
the  ordinary  vessels  were  nil  built  upon  models 
proportioned  in  the  same  way,  their  tonnage  could 
be  thus  ascertained, and  the  law  would  beareason- 
ably  just  one,  because  it  would  furnish  elements 
will)  which  correct  results  might  he  ascertained. 

But  the  rule  did  not  apply  with  accuracy  to  any 
vessel  except  vessels  of  that  form.  In  those  days 
it  was  more  desirable  to  have  vessels  carry  much 
tlian  sail  fast.  But  by  and  by  it  became  for  the 
interest  of  commerce  that  ships  should  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  sail  rapidly.  But  there  was  the  law. 
Upon  that  law  all  the  dulies  to  the  Government 
were  ascertained  and  paid.  Now  it  was  easy 
enough  to  evade  it  by  changing  the  model  of  the 
vessel,  and  so  it  was  found,  ii^.stead  of  the  depth 
being  properly  represented  by  one  half  the  breadth 
lli'At  ship-builders  ran  their  vessels  down,  making 
a  very  greatly  added'^depth,  so  as  to  give  them  a 
greater  carrying  povver  without  at  all  affocting 
the  registered  tonnage.  So  when  it  was  desirable 
to  make  vessels  sail  rapidly,  the  model  would  be 
so  constructed  as  to  insure  greater  speed  without 
violation  of  the  rule  of  measurement. 

This  rule  continued  in  force  in  England  from 
1773  down  to  1833,1  think.  But  during  thattime 
many  efforts  were  made  to  improve  the  rule.  In 
1821  there  was  a  commission,  under  the  control 
of  the  Board  of  the  Admiralty,  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  revising  these  rules  for  estimating  ton- 
nage, and  great  pains  were  taken  to  ascertain  some 
correct  mode  of  measurement.  But  all  elforts 
failed.  In  1S33  another  commission  was  a]i- 
pointcd,  and  it  resulted  finally  in.  the  establish- 
ment of  a  law  by  Parliament,  which  was  called 
the_  new  law,  as  distinguished  from  the  other, 
which  has  been  known  from  that  time  until  now 
among  the  naval  architects  of  Great  Britain  as 
the  "old  law."  The  efforts  of  the  commission  re- 
sulted in  theestablisiimentof  alaw  which  was  not 
satisfactory,  and  ver^  shortly  afterwards  other 
commissions  were  appointed,  and  between  1833 
and  1850  various  attempts  were  made  to  improve 
the  law  and  to  get  a  good  and  correct  system  es- 
tablished. In  1854  the  one  which  is  now  the  law 
of  Great  Britain  was  passed  by  the  British  Par- 
liament. It  will  be  found  in  the  "  JMerchant  Ship- 
ping Act  "  of  17  and  18  Victoria. 

Mr.  George  Moors.om  was  one  of  the  early  au- 
thors of  the  law,  and  his  book,  a  very  valuable 
treatise,  which  I  have  here  upon  my  desk,  goes 
at  length  into  a  description  of  the  character  of  the 
law.  The  bill  now  reported  is  substantially  a 
transcript  of  that.  It  is  recommended  by  the 
Navy  Department;  it  has  the  sanction  of  the 
Treasury  Department;  and  it  has  been  submitted 
to  the  different  interests  throughout  the  country, 
and  I  believe,  with  one  exception,  has  not  been 
criticised  at  all;  it  has  found  general  favor.  One 
gentleman,  an  American,  IMr.  William  W.  Bates,, 
who  seems  to  have  given  great  thought  to  this 
subject,  has  suggested  that  it  may  become  nece.s- 
sary  to  haveanothermeasurementfordead-weight 
cargo  besides  the  internal  measurement  which 
this  bill  contemplates.  Perhaps  that  may  be  need- 
flil  by  and  by,  but  it  is  not  in  my  judgment  ad- 
visable now.  The  main  profits  from  vessels  are 
found  in  their  capacity  to  carry  freight  and  pas- 
sengers, and  the  result  of  all  the  labor  that  has 
been  given  to  this  subject  has  shown  that  the 
true  way  to  determine  the  tonnage  of  a  vessel  is 
to  ascertain  by  correct  mensuration  upon  scien- 
tific principles  the  whole  internal  cubic  capacity 
of  the  vessel,  and  that  is  the  purpose  of  this  bill. 
It  simply  provides  that  the  entire  cubical  capacity 
of  the  vesselshall  be  ascertained,  and  thatdivided 
by  a  hundred  gives  the  tonnage:  one  hundred 
'cubic  feet  is  declared  to  be  a  ton. 

In  regard  to  the  section  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
vides for  fees  for  measuring,  I  would  say  that  it 
has  been  prepared  with  a  good  deal  of  care,  as 
indeed  the  whole  bill  was,  by  the  distinguished 
head  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  Mr.  Lenthall, 
and  has  been  submitted  to  other  gentlemen  who 
are  familiar  with  these  subjects.  His  barely  pos- 
sible that  ii  will  be  foOnd  that  this  fee  bill  will' 
have  to  be  altered,  but  the  law  will  not  go  into 
operation  uniiltho  ist  of  January,  1866,  before 


which  time  it  will  have  become  practicable  to  de- 
termine whether  the  rates  are  reasonable  or  not. 
They  are  less  than  the  rates  in  the  English  la^, 
and  which  are  allowed  in  Great  Britain. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  not  said  all  I  de- 
sired to  say,  but  I  cannot  spend  further  time  on 
this  bill,  and  therefore,  unless  some  gentleman 
desires  to  ask  questions,  I  demand  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  substitute  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ELIOT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ERIE  COLLECTION  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  ELIOT  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back,  with  the  recommendation 
that  it  do  pass,  bill  of  the  House  (No.  287)  to 
change  the  name  of  thedistrictatid  portofPresque 
Isle  to  the  district  and  port  of  Erie. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,aiid  passed. 

Mr.  ELIOT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

rORTLAND  CUSTOM-HOUSE  OFFICERS.' 

Mr.  ELIOT  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  appoint  an  appraiser  and  assist- 
ant appraiser  for  the  port  of  Portland,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

JMr.  ELIOT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table.      * 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NIAGARA  SHIP  CANAL. 

Mr.  ELIOT  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back  the  petition  of  James  G.  Overell  and 
others,  citizens  of  Ogdensburg,  New  York,  pray- 
ing thata  ship  canal  may  be  made  around  the  falls 
of  Niagara,  and  asked  that  the  committee  bedis- 
chargid  from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

DUTIES  ON  ARTIFICIAL  FLOWERS. 

Mr.  ELIOT  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  the  petition  of  manufacturers  of 
artificial  flowers  in  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing for  an  increase  of  duty  on  imported  manu- 
factured flowers,  so  as  to  makeit  at  leastseventy- 
five  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  that  no  increased 
burden  be  placed  on  that  branch  of  industry;and 
asked  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Coi^mittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

NAMES  OF  VESSELS. 

Mr.  ELIOT  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
not  pass,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  253)  to  change  the 
name  of  the  American-built  schooner  Starlight 
to  that  of  Joseph  Brady;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  ELIOT  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
not  pass,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  129)  to  change  the 
name  of  the  brig  Helfenstein;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

CONSUL  GENERAL  TO  CANADA. 

Mr.  ELIOT  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  papers  relative  to  the  arrest  of  the 
American  consul  general  to  the  British  provinces, 
and  asked  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
their  further  consideration,  and  that  they  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AfTuirs. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

ENROLLMENT  OP  VESSELS. 

Mr.  DIXON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
porterd  a  bill  to  exempt  certain  vessels  therein 


named  fi-om  enrollment  and  license,  and  from  the 
payment  of  tonnage  duties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  DIXON  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  1st  of  April,  and  inserting  the  1st  of  August; 
so  as  to  make  the  law  take  effect  from  the  latter 
date. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  rend 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
I  ingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DIXON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 
•  The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 
A  message  from  the  President  of  the  .United 
States,  by  Mr.  Hat,  his  Private  Secretary,  an- 
nounced that  the  President  had  approved  and 
signed  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Military  Academy  for  the  year  end- 
ing the  30lh  of  June,  1865;  and  an  act  to  increase 
the  pensions  of  the  revolutionary  pensioners  now 
on  the  rolls  of  the  Pension  Office. 

CHARLES  A.  PITCHER. 

Mr.  BOUT  WELL,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported back  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass,  joint 
resolution  (S.  No.  30)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  A. 
Pitcher. 

The  report  was  read,  and  the  joint  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stateof  the  Union. 

TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  will  give  way  for  a  moment 
until  I  enter  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  enter 
that  motion. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  desire  to  enter  a  mo- 
-tion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  House  yester- 
day on  House  bill  No.  15,  non-concurring  in  the 
amendment  pf  the  Senate,  and  asking  for  a  com- 
mittee of  confeftnce.  And  pending  that  motion, 
1  move  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to 
return  the  papers  to  this  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pendency  of  a  motion  to 
reconsider  compels  the  House  to  send  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  return  of  the  bill,  unless  a  motion  be 
made  to  lay  on  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider. 
Such  motion  not  being  made  the  bill  will  be  sent 
for. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  suppose  that 
it  is  the  agreement  on  all  sides  of  the  House — and 
we  have  adopted  a  resolution  to  that  effect — that 
Congress  is  to  adjourn  on  the  last  day  of  May. 
Inithe  present  stage  of  public  business,  unless  we 
make  more  progress  than  we  have  done  in  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks,  we  will  be  utterly  unable  to 
come  up  to  time.  I  would  make  a  motion,  if  as- 
sented to  on  all  sides  of  the  House,  that  all  de- 
bate in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  on  the  special  order  shall  terminate  in 
one  minute  after  we  go  into  committee.  We  are 
yet  to  have  before  us  several  appropriation  bills — 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  the  miscellaneous 
appropriation  bill,  the  tax  bill,  the  canal  bill,  and 
other  important  bills.  If  gentlemen  persist  in 
making  motions  and  speeches  on  the  currency 
bill,  as  they  have  done  thus  far,,  we  will  not  get 
through  the  bill  for  some  considerable  time.  If 
there  be  no  objection  I  will  move  to  terminate  all 
debate  on  this  special  order  in  one  minute  after 
its  consideration  is  resumed.  That  will  not  in- 
terfere with  the  offering  of  amendments. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  cannot  assent  to  riiat  propo- 
sition. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  If  there  be  objection  then  I 
withdraw  the  proposition,  and  move  that  all  de- 
bate on  the  pending  section  be  closed  in  one  min- 
ute after  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  shall  resume  its  consideration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  now  move  that  the  rulea 
be  suspended,  and  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
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Union,  10  take  up  the  nationnl  currency  bill,  which 
is  tile  speciul  order. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  suggest  that  we  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Wliole  House  on  llie  Private 
Calendar  to  consider  private  bills.  Thia  is  ob- 
jection day,  and  it  will  not  take  more  than  half 
an  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Hou.se  on  the  Private  Cal- 
endar, although  this  is  Friday,  will  not  take  pre- 
cedence, as  the  national  currency  bill  is  a  special 
order  from  day  to  day  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Morrill's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  tlic  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Rollins, 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration,  as  a  special  order,  of  the  bill 
(PI.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  national  currency 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks,  and 
to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption 
thereof. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  when  the  com- 
mittee rose  last  evening  the  thirty-second  section 
of  the  bill  was  under  consideration,  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Price]  had  moved  the 
following  amendment;  and  that  by  order  of  the 
House  debate  had  been  closed  in  one  minute. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  the  words  "  named  in  the  preceding  section," 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  "  rhiladclpliiii,  Boston,  and  New 
Vorlv,  at  onclbunii  oloMe  per  cent,  per  annum  ;"  so  tlial  it 
will  read: 

Sec.  32.  Jinil  lie  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  eacii  association 
sliall  select,  subject  to  the  appiDval  of  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Currency,  an  association  in  either  of  the  cities  of  Phil- 
adelphia, Boston,  and  New  York,  at  one  fourth  of  one  per 
cent,  per  annum,  at  which  it  will  n'd<ieni  its  circulating 
notes  at  par;  and  the  Comptroller  shall  give  public  notice 
of  the  names  of  the  associations  so  selected  at  which  re- 
demptions are  to  be  made  l)y  the  respective  associations, 
and  of  any  change  that  may  be  made  by  any  association  in 
the  association  at  wliicii  it  will  redeem  its  notes.  If  any 
association  shall  fail  for  the  term  of  thirty  days  to  redeem 
its  notes  as  aforesaid,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  may, 
upon  receiving  satislactory  evidence  thereof,  appoint  a  re- 
ceiver in  the  manner  provided  for  in  this  act  to  wind  up 
its  affairs:  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  section  shall  re- 
lieve any  association  from  its  liability  to  redeem  its  circu- 
lating notes  at  its  own  counter,  at  par,  in  lawful  money  on 
demand. 

Mr.  PRICE  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  HOOPER.     Let  me  make  a  suggestion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debaters  exhausted. 

Mr.  HOOPER.     I  ask  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.     I  object. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  YEAMAN.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  words  "an  association,"  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  the  words  *'  one  or  more  asso- 
ciations." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PRICE  moved  to  add  the  following  to  the 
end  of  the  section: 

.Snd  provided  further,  That  all  banks  which  may  be  or- 
ganized under  this  act,  or  that  have  been  organized  under 
the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  shall  at  all  times 
be  compelled  to  receive  at  par,  in  all  transactions  at  their 
counters,  each  other's  notes,  and  to  treat  them  in  all  re- 
spects as  their  own. 

On  a  division,  there  were — ayes  21, hoes  40;  no 
quorum  voting. 

The  CHA IRMAN  ordered  tellers,  and  Messrs. 
Price  and  Yeaman  were  appointed. 

The  amendment  was  rejected;  the  tellers  hav- 
ing reported — ayes  41,  noes  51. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  moved  the  follow- 
ing amendment: 

Page  27,  section  thirty-two,  line  five,  after  the  word 
"par,"  insert  the  following: 

Or  an  as.socialion  in  the  city  of  New  York,  at  Which  it 
will  redeem  its  circulating  notes  at  a  discoHiitnot  exceed- 
ing one  fourth  of  ojie  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILSON  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Davis,  of 
New  York,  and  English,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  48,  noes  39;  no^  qiiornm  voting. 

Tiie  roll  was  then  called;  and  the  following 
members  failed  to  answer  to  their  names: 

Messrs.  James  C.  Allen.  William  J.  Allen,  Arnold,  Rally, 
AugustusC.Ualdwiii,I''rancis]M!lair, Jacob  1!. Blair,  l!ian- 
ocgee,  James  S.  lirown,  Coffrolh,  Cox,  Creswell,  Dawes, 
Dawson,  Dnming,  Driggs,  ri;d(;n,Kdgflrion,  Fariis  worth, I''en- 
ton,  Ganson,  Garfield, (inoeh,tJrider,(irinnell,  Harrington, 
Charles  iVI.  Harris,  llolman,  John  II.  Hubbard,  Hutchins, 
William  Johnson,  Julian,  Kalblh  iscli,  Francis  \X.  Kelloi:g, 
ICernaii,  King,  I.azc  nr,  I>e  Hlond,  Mnli'iohn.  Loan,  Alar- 
vin,  McAllister,  MrDowM.  Mehidoe,  McKinnev. .Mlddle- 
lon,  William  11.  Miller,  l)aniel  Morris,  Nelson,  Udell,  Per- 


ry, Prnyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  John  H.  Rice.Kob- 
inson.  Ross,  Schnnck,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smilhcrs,  Starr,  Wil- 
li.iin  G.  Steele,  Wrndsworth,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A. 
White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood,  and 
Fernando  Wood. 

The  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Rollins,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union-had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  Union  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  na- 
tional currency  secured  by  a  pledge  of  United 
States  stocks,  arid  to  provide  for  the  circulation 
and  redemption  thereof;  and  the  committee  finding 
itself  without  a  quorum  had  caused  the  roll  to  be 
called,  and  directed  hiin  to  note  the  absentees  and 
report  them  to  the  House. 

A  quoruin  having  appeared  the  committee  re- 
sumed its  session. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
iTient  by  striking  out  "one  fourth,"  and  to  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  "  one  eighth." 

The  amendment  v/as  rejected. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  insert  after  the  words 
"  New  York  "the  words  "Philadelphia  and  Eos- 
ton." 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  accept  that  as 
a  modification  of  my  amendment. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  Then  I  hope 
it  will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  move  to  insert,  "  and  all 
other  cities  named  in  the  bill." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  ofMichigan.  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  Philadelphia  and  Boston." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Price's  amendment  was  then  rejected;  the 
tellers  having  reported — ayes  47,  noes  50. 

The  Clerk  read  the  thirty-third  section,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sec.  33.  i^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  directors  of 
any  association  may,  semi-annually,  each  year,  declare  a 
dividend  of  so  much  of  the  profits  of  the  association  as 
they  shall  judge  expedient;  but  each  association  shall,  be- 
fore the  declaration  of  a  dividend,  carry  one  teijth  part  of 
its  net  profits  of  the  preceding  half  year  to  its  surplus  fund 
untirthe  same  shall  amount  to  twenty  percent,  of  its  capi- 
tal stock. 

Mr.  LAW.     I  move  to  add  the  following: 

Proiided,  howecer,  That  at  no  time  shall  the  dividends  of 
the  net  profits  of  said  association  exceed  the  sum  of  eight 
per  cent,  per  annum  after  its  surplus  fund  paid  in  shall 
amount  to  twenty  per  cent,  of  its  capital  stock  ;  but  if  the 
net  profits  of  said  association  shall  exceed  eight  per  cent, 
per  annum  after  the  surplus  fund  is  paid  in  as  provided  in 
this  section,  said  surplus  divid<;nd  of  its  net  profits  per  an- 
imm  shall  be  paid  into  the  national  Treasury  for  the  benefit 
ofthe  pensioners  of  the  Goveriunent  whose  names  are  placed 
on  the  rolls  of  the  Pension  Otfice. 

This  section  provides  that  the  directors  of  any 
association  may,  semi-annually,  each  year,  de- 
clare a  dividend  of  so  much  of  the  profits  of  the 
association  as  they  shtill  judge  expedient;  but  each 
association  shall  before  the  declaration  of  a  divi- 
dend carry  one  tenth  part  of  its  net  profits  of  the 
preceding  half  year  to  its  surplus  fund  until  the 
same  shall  amount  to  twenty  per  cent,  of  its  cap- 
ital stock.  The  clear  inference  most  undoubtedly 
is,  that  after  the  amount  of  profits  paid  in  amounts 
to  twenty  per  cent,  they  have  the  right  to  make 
such  dividends  as  they  please.  They  will  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  declare  dividends  of 
fifty  percent.  We  all  know  the  grasping  power 
of  these  banks.  I  have  been  a  director  of  a  bank 
myself,  and  I  know  how  these  things  are  managed. 
The  sole  object  is  to  make  as  much  money  out  of 
the  institution  as  possible.  Now,  eight  per  cent. 
is  unquestionably  a  good  dividend  for  any  bank 
in  these  times  or  in  any  times.  Unless  thisamend- 
mcnt  is  adopted  the  result  will  be  that,  instead  of 
making  dividends  of  eight  per  cent.,  they  will 
make  dividetjds  of  fil'teen  and  twenty  per  cent. 

Now,  what  disposition  should  be  made  of  these 
large  profits,  and  to  what  object  should  they  be 
applied.'  We  are  taxing  the  people  for  the  very 
purpose  of  establishing  these  very  institutions. 
You  are  providing  here  for  the  establishment  of 
a  bureau  costing  over  a  hundred  thousand  dollars 
a  year,  and  I  ask,  why  should  not  these  large 
profits  beyond  a  reasonable  divideitd  be  applied 
to  the  benefit  of  the  people  .' 

My  object  is  to  perfect  the  bill.  I  do  not  say 
that  I  shall  vote  for  it  aftor  it  is  perfected,  bccau.se 
I  have  no  faith  in  it.  I  do  not  believe  any  bank 
in  the  world  predicated  on  paper  can  succeed.  I 
am  perfectly  astonished  tlint  the  gentleman  from 
Boston,  [Mr.  Hooper,]  the  hub  of  the  universe, 


a  place  which  probably  has  more  specie  wealth  in 
proportion  toils  population  than  any  other  place, 
a  hard  money  man  as  he  is,  should  have  thought 
to  engineer  this  thing  through  the  House. 

What  was  the  necessity  of  getting  up  these  in- 
stitutions.' None  at  all.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  authority  to  issue  Treasury  notes 
ad  libitum.  We  tried  a  similar  institution  in  In- 
diana and  Illinois.  It  was  predicated  on  Stale 
stocks;  and  what  was  the  result.'  The  institu- 
tion wen  I  down;  and  to  illustrate  the  state  of  things 
there  let  me  repeal  an  anecdote,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  would  say,  to  illustrate  my 
idea  of  the  future  value  of  these  notes.  A  large 
steamboat  was  coming  down  the  Ohio,  along  the 
coast  of  Egypt,  and  the  pilot  told  the  captain  they 
wanted  wood.  Ho  told  the  pilot  to  put  in  at  the 
first  wood-yard.  He  did  so,  and  as  they  turned 
into  the  shore  they  saw  a  fellow  smoking  his  pipe, 
careless  of  what  was  going  on.  The  captain  called 
out  to  him,  and  asked  if  he  was  the  owner  of  that 
pile  of  wood. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  LAW.     I  will  be  through  in  a  momeiU. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.     1  object. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  propose  to  let  that  fellow  sit 
there.     [Laughtpr.] 

Mr.  LAW.  He  asked,  "Plow  much  do  you 
ask  for  that  wood.'"  "Two  dollars  and  a  half  a 
cord."  "  Will  you  take  Illinois  paper.'"  "Yes." 
"At  what  rate?"   "  Cord  for  cord."    [Laughter.] 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  see  the  word  "  net"  should 
be  inserted  before  the  word  "  profits"  in  the  third 
line. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  doubt  the  propriety  of  mak- 
ing such  an  amendment.  I  think  if  we  introduce 
the  word  "net"  the  question  will  immediately 
arise,  "  net"  of  what.'  You  remember  that  two 
years  ago  a  Ic^ng  discussion  arose  upon  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "  incoine"  in  the  tax  bill,  where 
the  word  "  net"  was  put  before  it.  The  discus- 
sion was  continued  a  long  time,  and  it  was  finally 
decided  that"  income"expressed  more  precisely 
the  meaning  than  it  would  with  the  additional 
word. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  Isuggest  that  we  should 
strike  out  "  net"  before  "  profits"  in  the  fifth  line. 
If  retained  in  one  place  it  should  be  in  the  other. 
I  move  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  I  move  to  amend  the  sec- 
tion by  adding  thereto  the  words: 

No  dividend  shall  be  declared  while  such  surplus  does 
not  amount  to  twenty  per  cent. 

The  antiendment  was  not  agreed  to.    . 

Mr.  HOOPER.  J  move  to  amend  the  thirty- 
fourth  section  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  Comp- 
troller," in  the  tenth  tine,  the  word  "  within" — 
a  mere  verbal  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  amend  that  section  by 
striking  out  of  lines  eighteen  and  nineteen  the 
words,  "  or  if  there  be  no  newspaper  in  the  place, 
then  in  the  newspaper  published  at  the  place  near- 
est thereto."  We  arc  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  banks  at  places  where  there  are  no  news- 
papers. 1  think  there  should  be  a  newspaper 
before  there  is  a  bank.  In  this  nineteenth  cen- 
tury we  should  require  ihaltherc  should, beanews- 
pai'cr  published  in  a  town  before  it  has  a  bank. 
I  hope  the  amend n'lent  will  be  agreed  to. 

Ml-.  MALLORY.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  that  he  offer  an  umend- 
ment  to  provide  that  no  bank  shall,  be  allowed  to 
be  established  in  any  town  where  there  is  not  a 
newspaper.  J 

Mr.  HALE.  Thiti. will  accomplish  that  object.  JH 
There  inusi  be  a  newspaper  in  the  town  before  a  V 
bank  is  established,  if  we  strike  this  out. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  if  he  cannot  accoinplish  his 
purpose  better  by  requiring  each  of  these  banks 
to  run  a  m^wspapcr.' 

Mr.  HAfLE.  If  my  amendment  prevails  this 
section  will  retiuirc  that  there  shall  be  a  newspa- 
per in  the  place  before  a  bank  is  cstablisiied.  I 
call  for  tellers  on  the  amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Hale  and 
Beaman  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divid^'d;  and  the  tellers  re- 
.pt^ted — ayes  twenty-six,  noes  not  counted.' 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected.. 
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Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  move  to  amend  the 
thirty-fifth  section  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"stock,"  in  tiie  third  lino,  the  words  "or  the 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  any  bank  estab- 
lished under  tlie  provisions  of  this  act;"  so  that 
the  section  will  read: 

That  no  association  sliall  make  any  loan  or  discount  on 
tlie  security  of  tlic  shares  of  its  own  capital  stock,  or  the 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  any  bank  established  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  nor  be' the  purcluiser  or  holder 
of  any  such  shares,  unless  such  security  or  purchase  shall 
be  necessary  to  prevent  loss  upon  a  debt  previously  con- 
tracted in  good  faith,  &c. 

I  offer  that  amendment  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  these  banks  from  doing  what  is 
vulgarly  called  on  Wall  street  "kite-flying." 
They  may  take  the  shares  of  one  bank  to  another 
and  receive  the  sanie  complement  of  shares  of  that 
bank  and  loan  them  on  their  own  stock.  If  the 
object  of  establishing  a  bank  is  to  facilitate  com- 
mercial transactions  by  loaning  money  to  persons 
who  want  to  use  it  for  legitimate  purposes,  that 
is  one  thing;  but  if  it  is  for  the  express  purpose 
of  flooding  the  country  with  paper  money  and 
borrowing  from  Peter  to  pay  Paul,  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  loan  money  upon  any  stock.* 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 
_  Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  amend  the  thirty- 
sixth  section  by  striking  out  in  lines  nine  and  ten 
the  words,  "  against  money  actuallyon  deposit  to 
the  credit  of  such  association,  ordue  thereto;"  so 
that  the  section  will  read: 

Sec.  36.  .^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  association 
shall  at  any  time  be  'indebted,  or  in  any  way  liable,  to  an 
amount  exceeding  the  amount  of  its  capitalstook  at  such 
time  actually  paid  in  and  remaining  undiminished  by  losses 
or  otherwise,  except  on  the  following  accounts,  that  is  to 
say:  first,  on  account  of  its  notes  of  circulation  ;  second, 
on  account  of  moneys  deposited  witli,  or  collected  by,  such 
association  ;  third,  on  account  of  bills  of  exchange  or  drafts 
drawn;  fourth,  on  account  of  liabilities  to  Its  stockholders 
for  dividends  ami  reserved  profits. 

I  do  not  see  why  those  words  should  remain  in. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  thirty-ninth  section  was  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  39.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  no  association 
shall  at  any  time  pay  out  on  loans  or  discounts,  or  in  pur- 
chasing drafts  or  bills  of  exchange,  or  in  payment  of  do- 
posits,  or  in  any  other  mode  put  in  circulation  the  notes 
of  any  bank  Or  banking  association  not  authorized  by  this 
act,  nor  any  notes  which  shall  not  at  any  such  time  be  re- 
ceivable at  par,  on  deposit,  and  in  payment  of  debts  by  the 
association  so  paying  out  or  circulating  such  notes;  nor 
shall  it  knowingly  pay  out  or  put  in  circulation  any  notes 
issued  by  any  bank  or  banking  association  which  at  the 
time  of  such  paying  out  or  putting  in  circulation  is  not  re- 
deeming its  circulating  notes  in  lawful  money  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  ^move  to  amend  that  section 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  time, "in  the  second 
line,  the  words  "  after  the  4th  day  of  July,  1865. " 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  substituting  "  1866"  for  "  1865." 

Mr.  HOOPER.     I  accept  that  amendment. 

Tlvt  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  1  move  now  to  insert  after  the 
word  "nor,"  in  the  sixth  line,  the  words  "shall 
it  at  any  time  pay  out  as  aforesaid." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STE'V^ENS.  I  no  w  move  to  strike  out  the 
whole  section.  The  committee  will  perceive  that 
this  section  prohibits  a  bank  instituted  under  this 
act  fi-om  receiving,  paying  out,  or  doing  busi- 
ness upon  any  other  notes  of  any  other  banks, 
no  matter  how  good  they  may  be. 

Now,  sir,  I  think,  in  the  first  place,  that  that  is 
very  unjust  to  all  the  other  banks,  and  in  the  next 

Flace  it  is  very  unjust  to  these  banks  themselves. 
do  not  believe  that  a  bank  established  upon  these 
principles  can  ever  receive  deposits  to  any. large 
amount,  or  can  ever  do  a  business  worth  attend- 
ing to.  Suppose  there  are  two  banks  in  the  town 
in  which  I  live,  one  a  national  bank  and  the  other 
a  State  bank.  A  merchant  takes  in  all  the  money 
which  circulates  as  currency.in  that  country.  He 
goes  inahe  evening  to  make  his  deposits  in  one  of 
these  national  banks,  and  is  told  that  the  bills  he 
presents  cannot  be  received,  that  the  law  prohibits 
the  national  banks  from  receiving  or  paying  out 
any  such  notes-ns  these.  The  merchant  would 
at  once  say  that  he  must  go  to  a  bank  that  will 
receive  them  on  deposit;  and  he  goes  accoi-dingly 
to  the  neighboring  bank,  taking  away  his  busi- 
ness from  the  national  bank  and  transferring  it  to 
a  State  bank  not  thus  prohibited.  1  do  not  be- 
lieve it  possible  for  banks  established  under  this 
system  to  do  any  business  worth  attending  to. 
And  sucli  is  the  opinion  of  the  principal  baiTkers 
that  I  have  seen  since  this  ha.$  been  published. 


Mr.  HOOPER.  1  hope  that  the  amendment  of 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Stevens]  will  not  prevail.  I 
think  he  misapprehends  the  effect  of  this  section. 
1  have  consulted  with  a  great  many  bankers  in 
regard  to  it,  and  I  have  found  that  they  approve 
of  the  section.  Its  object  is  to 'prevent  a  bank 
paying  out  any  notes  that  it  is  not  willing  to  re- 
ceive. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  May  I  ask  mj^  colleague 
whether  the  banks  are  not  confined,  in  this  sec- 
tion, to  the  notes  of  the  national  banks? 

iMr.  HOOPER.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  the  bill  does.not  ex- 
press the  gentleman's  meaning. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  As  amended,  the  section  does 
not  confine  them  to  the  notes  of  the  national 
banks.  The  prohibition  is  to  their  paying  them 
out.  The  object  is  to  prevent  any  bank  from  put- 
ting in  circulation  notes  that  it  is  not  willing  to 
receive.  In  the  experience  of  past  times  we  have 
seen  banks,  which  generally  have  a  premonition 
when  a  bank  is  getting  into  trouble,  paying  out 
its  notes,  notes  which  they  knew  would  be,  the 
next  day,  notes  of  a  failed  bank.  By  thus  pay- 
ing them  out  and  putting  them  into  the  hands  of 
their  customers  they  avoid  loss  themselves.  The 
object  of  this  section  is  to  prevent  any  such  prac- 
tice. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  whether,  under  the  sec- 
tion as  amended,  these  banks  cannot  pay  out, 
until  July,  1866,  all  sorts  of  trash. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  We  hope  they  would  not 
do  so. 

Mr.  PRICE.  But,  as  your  colleague  justly  ob- 
served a  while  ago,  it  would  be  hoping  against 
hope  in  this  case. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Stevens's  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  last  word.  If  I  under- 
stand this  section  at  all,  it  reads  just  as  I  stated 
before.  These  banks  are  not  allowed  to  take  any 
notes  except  the  notes  of  the  national  banks,  and 
they  are  not  allowed  to  take  all  of  them  unless 
they  are  current.  But  they  are  allowed  to  take 
no  other,  nor  to  do  business  in  any  other, If  ever 
so  current.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Hooper]  is  cer- 
tainly mistaken.  He  forgets  that  the  principal 
bankers  of  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  and  other  places, 
who  were  before  us,  protested  against  this  sec- 
tion, and  declared  that  they  could  do  no  business 
under  it.  My  colleague,  however,  says  that  the 
principal  bankers  agreed  to  it.  That  must  be  an 
error  of  memory  on  his  part. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Will  my  colleague  allow  me 
to  interrupt  him.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  The  first  amendment  that  I 
introduced  was  to  meet  the  objection  of  these 
gentlemen,  and  they  gave  their  consent  to  it  and 
were  entirely  satisfied. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  That  must  have  taken  place 
in  my  absence.  It  did  not  take  place  before  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  That  is  all  I 
say.  I  Say  that  these -banks  should  I5e  allowed 
to  deal  in  just  such  notes  as  other  banks  are  al- 
lowed to  deal  in.  If  they  are  willing  to  take  them, 
and  if  others  are  willing  to  receive  them,  there 
should  be  no  obstacles  put  in  their  way.  Other- 
wise you  will  cripple  these  institutions  and  give 
all  the  benefits  to  State  banks.  I  withdraw  my 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  renew  the  antiendment  to  the 
amendment,  striking  out  the  last  word.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Hooper]  is  an  admission  that  he 
cannot  get  along  with  the  section  as  it  now  stands. 
The  section  is  not  to  operate  until'Jujy,  18G5,  and 
I  am  sure  that  it  must  be  postponed  indefinitely 
if  these  banks  are  to  get  along  at  all.  That  sec- 
tion would  prohibit  the  receiving  or  paying  out 
the  notes  of  the  Slate  Bank  of  Pittsburg  or  of  the 
Chemical  Bank  of  New  York.  It  would  prohibit 
the  issue  of  all  the  notes  of  State  banks,  which  con- 
stitute in  my  section  of  the  country,  and  will  for 
years  to  come,  nine  tenths  of  the  circulation.  It 
amoutits  virtually  to  a  repudiation  of  the  State 
bank  notes.  A  State  bank  may  be  as  sound  as  any 
bank  in  the  country.  The  banks  in  my  State,  for 
instance,  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State, 
arc  virtually  repudiated  by  this  section,  and  their 
ci'edit  will,  to  that  extent,  be  impaired.  These 
banks,  I  repeat,  are,  under  this  section,  prohibited 


from  paying  out  a  solitary  dollar  issued  by  any 
bank  in  my  State. 

Now,  .1  submit  that  such  a  provision  is  not 
likely  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  for  which 
this  bill  was  introduced.  If  gentlemen  will  strike 
out  this  section,  and  have  these  national  asso- 
ciations free  to  receive  and  pay  out  the  paper 
of  all  banks,  whether  State  or  national,  which  re- 
deem their  notes  in  lawful  currency,  that  is  as  far 
as  we  ought  to  go.  I  think  we  ought  to  author- 
ize these  banks  to  receive  and  pay  out  all  notes 
of  banks  which  redeem  their  notes  in  lawful  cur- 
rency, if  the  creditors  of  the  bank  are  willing  to 
take  such  paper.  The  creditor  may  prefer  to  re- 
ceive the  paper  of  State  banks,  and  yet  by  this 
section  they  are  prohibited  from  paying  that  cred- 
itor in  the  currrency  he  prefers.  At  all  events,  I 
hope  we  shall  allow  the  banks  to  pay  their  cred- 
itors in  the  currency  which  they  prefer. 

I  presume  the  object  of  this  section  is  to  reduce 
the  circulation  of  the  State  banks,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  will  have  that  effect.  In  my  State  the 
State  banks  receive  and  pay  out  the  notes  of  all 
solvent  banks  within  the  State,  and  if  this  require- 
ment is  made  of  the  national  banks  it  will  require 
them  to  send  special  agents  to  all  the  little  banks 
in  the  remote  parts  of  the  State  to  procure  the  re- 
demption of  the  currency  of  such  banks  which 
they  may  receive,  making  it  impossible  almost 
for  them  to  do  business  at  all  under  this  law.  I 
'do  hope,  therefore,  that  this  section  will  be  so 
amended  as  to  give  to  these  national  associations 
the  same  privileges  that  are  enjoyed  by  the  State 
banks. 

I  withdraw  my  amendment. 
Mr;  KASSON.     I  move  to  amend  the  section 
by  striking  out  the  last  two  words  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  PRICE. .  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
That  amendment  strikes  out  the  "  United  States." 
That  cannot  be  in  order.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  will  restore  the  gentleman 
the  United  States  in  about  two  minutes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  desire  to  say  in  reply  to  my 
friend  from  Pennsylvania,  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  and  others  who  have  expressed  like  opin- 
ions, that  perhaps  they  have  not  understood  the 
usages  which  have  prevailed  in  several  of  the 
States  under  which  a  necessity,  in  my  judgment, 
exists  for  a  restrictive  rule  at  some  time  for  the 
security  of  the  currency. 

The  section  as  it  exists  authorizes  all  the  banks 
to  be  created  under  this  law  to  receive  whatever 
currency  they  choose,  subject  to  only  the  general 
restrictions  of  banks  in  respect  to  the  solvency  of 
the  banks  whose  notes  are  presented.  But  it  pro- 
hibits them  from  paying  out  such  notes,  and  put- 
ting them  into  circulation,  as  are  not  fit  for  circu- 
lation or  redemption.  They  may  take  in  any 
currency  they  please.  There  is  no  restriction 
placed  upon  them  in  that  respect. 

But  what  would  be  the  effect  of  extending  the 
same  license  to  the  notes  they  are  to  pay  out? 
Every  bank  desires  to  keep  its  own  currency  out 
as' long  as  possible,  and  it  will  therefore  send  its 
own  currency  to  some  remote  portion  of  the  Union 
for  circulation,  while  it  will  pay  out  to  its  credit- 
ors in  its  own  immediate  neighborhood  the  notes 
of  other  banks,  and  thus  place  in  the  way  of  the 
redemption  of  its  notes  as  much  difficulty  as  pos- 
sible. It,  in  other  words,  places  it  in  the  power 
of  these  banks  to  extend  their  circulation  indefi- 
nitely. 

The  result  will  be,  if  the  section  is  adopted,  that 
these  banks  will  receive  the  notes  of  State  banks, 
and  keep  them  on  hand  until  a  reasonably  large 
amount  has  accumulated,  when  they  will  send 
them  to  the  banks  by  which  they  were  issued  for 
redemption.  With  the  provision  now  proposed, 
it  will  flow  gradually,  from  time  to  time,  back  to 
them.  We  have  the  same  system  in  the  State  of 
Iowa.  Our  State  bank  is  authorized  to  receive 
whatever  bank  issues  it  pleases,  but  it  is  not 
authorized  to  pay,  them  out.  The  effect  is,  that  it 
takes  currency  tiiat  comes  from  distant  places 
and  sends  it  back  to  them.  I  understand  from  my 
friend  from  Massachusetts  that  that  is  the  law  in 
that  State.  I  think  it  is  the  law  in  several  other 
States  of  the  Union;  and  I  know  that  it  ought  to 
bo  the  law  where  you  want  a  solid  system  of 
currency.  Itisforthis  reason  that,  I  understand, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  adopted 
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the  same  system  here,  that  tliis  currency,  which 
may  be  received  by  the  banks,  may  gruclually, 
from  lime  to  time,  go  back  for  redemption. 

iVIr.  HALE.     Is  the  circulation  of  all  the  hanks 
received  by  any  of  the  banks  in  the  Slate  oflowa? 
Am  1  to  understand  the  gentleman  to  make  that 
statement? 
.  Mr.  KASSON.   There  is  only  one  bank  there. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  it 
is  so  in  Massachusetts,  and  that  the  issues  are 
received  at  any  bank. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Perhaps  there  isaiinal  reason 
for  it.  It  gives  the  ch-culation  in  the  community 
wliere  tiie  banks  are,  and  their  condition  is  known, 
instead  of  flooding  each  community  witii.the  notes 
of  banks  tlie  character  of  which  is  not  known; 
without  which  we  will  not  be  able  to  secure  a  uni- 
form currency,  bCTt  will  be  flooded  with  the  cur- 
rency which  is  now  prevalent  all  over  the  west- 
ern country. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Chairman,  these  banlcs 
arc  allowed  to  leceive  this  money,  and  if  their 
customers  are  willing  to  take  that  money  on  loan 
or  discount,  what  kind  of  objection  can  there  be  to 
the  banks  using  tlicirca[iital  in  that  way.'  What- 
ever is  good  enough  for  them  to  receive,  is  good 
enough  for  them  to  pay  out  to  their  customers. 
If  they  cannot  discount  on  this,  then  they  can 
never  get  any  deposits.  That  is  out  of  all  ques- 
tion. If  these  banks  are  to  accumulate  tliese 
notes  and  to  send  them  back  periodically  every 
week  or  ten  days,  it  is  easy  to  see  how  oppressive 
that  would  be  on  the  ordinary- banks.  It  would 
be  otherwise  if  they  were  allowed  to  pay  out  the 
currency  that  parties  may  be  willing  to  take. 
Then  all  of  the  banks  will. have  the  same  right. 
You  may  say  that  the  State  banks  should  not  take 
one  of  these  notes  just  aa  well  as  that  they  shall 
not  pay  them  out. 

If  you  do  this  you  will  have  the  States  retali- 
ating by  passing  laws  that  their  banks  shall  take 
the  notes  of  no  other  State  or  of  a  national  char- 
acter, but  that  titey  shall  be  confined  in  their  oper- 
ations to  their  own  State  banks.  It  is  as  reason- 
able one  way  as  the  other.  I  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  KASSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I.move  to  amend  the  section  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  circulation"  in 
the  fourth  line  down  to  and  including  the  word 
"  nor"  in  the  sixth  line,  as  follows:  "  the  notes 
of  any  bank  or  banking  association  not  authorized 
by  this  act,  nor;"  so  that  the  section  will  read: 

Sec.  39.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  association 
shall  at  any  tinio  pay  out  on  loans  or  discounts,  or  in  pur- 
chasing drafts  or  bills  of  exchange,  or  in  payment  of  de- 
posits, or  in  any  other  mode  put  in  circulation  any  notes 
whicli  shall  not  at  any  such  lime  be  receivable  at  par,  on 
deposit,  and  in  payment  of  debts  by  the  association  so  pay- 
ing out  or  circulating  such  notes,  &c. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  that  amendmentbe  adopted, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  strike  out  an  amendment 
which  has  been  adopted  already.  I  think  that 
then  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania will  be  accomj)lished. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  rise  to  oppose  thisomend- 
ment.  I  am  in  favor  of  striking  out  this  entire 
section.  We  must  look  at  the  condition  of  the 
country  and  currency  as  it  is.  In  my  State,  and 
I  suppose  in  most  of  the  western  States,  the  en- 
tire circulation  is  that  of  State  banks.  Now,  it 
follows  we  must  have  State  bank  notes  or  no 
currency  at  all.  I  suppose  the  intention  of  the 
gentleman  from  MnsKachusrtts  in  excluding  these 
notes  from  circulation  is  to  build  up  and  strengthen 
the  bank.s  to  be  organized  under  thi.s  bill.  Instead 
of  having  that  edict  the  eflfect  will  be  to  destroy 
those  banks.  No  bank  can  go  into  operation  in 
my  State  and  succeed  against  the  State  banks,  be- 
cause the  State  banks  can  do  all  of  the  business. 
They  liave  all  of  the  deposits  and  they  will  do  all 
of  the  business;  and  the  result  will  be  that  the 
national  banks  cannot  be  sustained  at  all. 

Tlie  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing "  unless  such  an  association  shall  have  issued 
of  its  own  circulation  the  amount  limited  by  law." 
With  that  restriction,  I  think  the  genlleman  from 
Pennsylvania  will  not  object  to  the  retention  of 
the  section  in  the  bill.  I  think  that  will  place  as 
crcal  a  restiiction  as  ought  to  be  require(l.  'i'he 
banks  certainly  should  be  allowed  to  get  rid  of 
this  money  which  they  receive  on  deposit,  and 


in  some  other  way  than  by  sending  it  home  for 
redemption. 
Thcamendmehtto  theamcndmentwasagreed  to. 

5H:SSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  committee  informally  rose,  and  the  House 
received  a  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald, one  of  their  clerks,  returning,  agreeably 
to  its  request,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  58)  to  provide  a 
temporary  government  for  the  Territory  of  Mon- 
tana. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY AGAIN. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session,  the  pend- 
ing question  being  on  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Stevens. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ordered  tellers;  and  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Morrill  and  Mr.  Upson. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  rejiorted 
— ayes  54,  noes  30;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  call  for  a  division  being  witlidrawn,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KALBFLEIS(iH.  I  move  to  amend  sec- 
lion  forty-one  by  striking  out  the  last  clause, 
namely,  "and  such  tax  or  duty  shall  be  in  lieu 
of  all  other  taxes  on  such  associations."  I  move 
the  amendment  in  order  that  the  section  may  not 
hereafter  be  construetl  to  prevent  States,  counties, 
and  cities  from  imposing  a  tax  upon  these  banks. 
It  strikes  directly  at  the  power  of  Slates  and  local 
governments  to  tax  any  of  these  institutions. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRiSWOLD.  I  offer  an  amendment  to 
this  forty-first  section  nt  the  request  of  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Kernan,]  who  is  now  absent.  The 
amendment  is  to  insert  in  line  ten,  page  32,  be- 
fore the  word  "  taxes,"  the  word  "  national;"  so 
that  the  clause  shall  read,  "and  such  tax  or  duty 
shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  other  national  taxes  on  such 
associations;"  and  also  to  add  to  the  section  the 
following: 

Ami  the  said  associations  or  corporations  shall  severally 
be  subject  to  State  and  municipal  taxation  upon  their  real 
and  personal  estate,  the  same  as  persons  residing  at  their 
respective  places  of  business  are  subject  to  such  taxation 
by  State  laws. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted.  I  suppose  it  comes  from  Albany, 
where  I  understand  they  have  a  proposition  be- 
fore the  New  York  Legislature  to  lax  these  na- 
tional banks,  and  this  is  offered  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  that  object,  as  I  understand,  of  the 
New  York  Legislature. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  As  I  did  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  distinct- 
ly, I  ask  him  to  be  good  enough  to  repeat  what 
he  said  in  relation  to  this  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is  exhausted. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  Then  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  last  word  of  the  amendment.  I  did  not 
distinctly  understand  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, but  I  understand  that  this  clause  of  the 
bill  is  to  anticipate  atiy  action  upon  the  part  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Now, 
if  the  gentleman  means  lo  commence  by  prevent- 
ing the  State  of  New  York  from  exercising  its 
sovereign  power,  I  hope  the  House  will  not  fol- 
low his  lead  in  that  direction.  The  national  banks 
should  be  subject  to  Stale  and  other  taxes  the 
same  as  individuals  and  other  banks.  1  will) draw 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Griswold, 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  de,manded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  TRACY.  1  move  to  amend  the  forty-first 
section  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

Provided,  JX'Uat  no  provision  contained  in  ihisaot,  or  con- 
tained in  any  Jaw  of  Congress  nuthoriziiig  the  bonds  rc- 
ferr(!d  to  in  the  sixteenth  t^ectioii  of  this  act,  shall  he  so 
construed  as  to  prohibit  any  State  from  imposing  such  tax 
upon  the  dividends  of  the  several  banking  associations  or- 
ganized therein,  under  this  act,  as  shall  to  the  Legislature 
thereof  seem  jusi  and  equitabli;. 

I  hope  that  this  section  will  not  be  the  judg- 
ment of  this  House  as  to  the  banking  inleresTof 
this  country,  for  I  take  it  to  be  a  fact  that  the 
friends  of  this  bill  propose  lo  make  this  the  bank- 
ing system  of  the  country.  I  suppose  that  it  is  the 
intention  ol'the  friends  of  ill  is  bill  that  the  currency 
which  is  proposed  lo  be  established  by  this  bill 
shall  prevail  throughout  the  Union;  and,  sir,  I 
hope  it  is  not  proposed  that  all  this  great  interest 
shall  bo  released  from  taxation  within  the  States. 


Sir,  how  can  gentlemen  answer,  after  this  money 
shall  have  become  the  currency  of  the  country,  lo 
the  poor  laborer,  whose  cow,  whose  oxen,  whose 
horse  are  taxed  for  local  and  State  purposes.  If 
you  allow  the  banker  across  the  way,  who  fur- 
nishes the  currency  of  the  cowntry,  to  escape  en- 
tirely from  taxation.'  I  hope,  sir,  this  Congress 
is  not  going  in  this  way  to  override  taxation  and 
release  these  great  moneyed  interests  of  the  coun- 
try from  taxation  and  impose  it  entirely  upon  other 
interests.   I  hope  that  this  amendment  will  prevail. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  the 
gentleman  misapprehends  the  provision  of  the  bill 
as  it  now  stands.  It  does  not  exclude  the  States 
from  taxing  the  personal  property  of  an  individ- 
ual which  is  invested  in  the  bank,  but  simply  pre- 
vents taxation  of  the  bank  itself. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Imove  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  Oie  Is'sl  word.  I  look  upon 
the  proposition  of  this  bill  as  perfectly  monstrous. 
The  whole  tenor  and  purport  of  the  bill  is  to  drive 
the  entire  banking  capital  of  the  country  under 
these  national  organizations,  and  then  the  bill 
proposes  to  relieve  from  taxation  all  of  the  capi- 
tal of  the  country  by  virtue  of  its  being  organized 
into  banks  under  this  bill. 

I  think  the  questions  which  were  put  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Tracy]  are 
very  pertinent,  and  they  are  questions  which  will 
be  put  to  every  member  of  this  House  when  tax- 
ation comes  to  be  placed  upon  every  individual 
and  upon  every  article  which  every  individual 
wears, and  the  whole  banking  capital  of  the  coun- 
try is  relieved  from  that  taxation.  I  did  not  sup- 
pose that  that  was  the  object  of  the  bill.  Gentle- 
men tell  us  that  this  provision  does  not  prevent 
taxation  upon  the  personal  property  of  the  in- 
dividuals who  may  compose  the  corporation;  but 
it  must  be  perfectly  apparent  to  the  gentlemen 
having  this  matter  in  charge  that  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  find  the  individuals.  They  may  be  lo- 
cated in  a  different  place  from  the  one  where  the 
bank  is  located;  they  may  be,  for  aught  I  know, 
in  foreign  countries,  where  we  cannot  reach  them; 
they  may  live  in  England,  or  Scotlawl,  or  Ire- 
land, or  elsewhere;  we  cannot  reach  the  individ- 
uals, and  we  cannot,  therefore,  reach  their  per- 
sonal property  for  the  purpose  of  taxation. 

I  repeat,  therefore,  that  the  proposition  of  this 
bill  to  drive  all  the  banking  capital  of  the  country 
into  organization  under  this  national. banking  sys- 
tem, and  then  to  relieve  it  all  from  taxation,  is  a 
perfectly  monstrous  and  outrageous  proposition. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.Chanman,  I  suppose 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  un- 
derstand this  queslion,  but  I  should  not  judge  so 
from  the  arguments  presented  here.  VVhat  are 
the  facts?  Why,  that  this  capital  is  lo  be  en- 
tirely composed  of  the  bonds  of  the  United  States. 
Now,  if  we  are  to  leave  it  at  the  option'of  the 
States  to  tax  that  capital,  why  we  prevent  the 
Government  from  gelling  any  loan  by  the  issuing 
of  these  bonds.  It  is  not  true  that  this  capital  is 
goingexempt  from  taxation  in  aTiy  other  form  than 
as  indebtedness  of  the  United  Slates.  It  has  never 
been  conceded  that  the  debt  of  the  United  States 
can  be  taxed  by  the  several  State  governments. 

Now,  in  relation  to  the  other  part  of  the  bill, 
which  provides  for  the  issuing  of  a  circulation, 
that  is  to  be  taxed  by  the  national  Government 
to  the  extent  that  Congress  sees  fit  to  impose  a 
tax.  We  are  to  tax  the  banks  also  on  license; 
we  are  to  tax  them  as  a  direct  tax  on  their  circu- 
lation; and  then,aftor  all  that,  weare  to  tax  them 
on  their  incomes.  1  submit  that  these  bunks  are 
lo  be  taxed,  and  taxed  fully,  and  it  is  a  fallacy 
to  argue  here  that  they  are  lo  go  exeinjU. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  withdrew  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN. ,  I  renew  the  amendment 
to  ihe  amendment.  I  do  il,  sir,  for  the  purpose 
of  entering  my  protest  against  this  kind  of  legis- 
lation, that  will  enable  a  citizen  of  one  of  the 
States  to  invest  his  entire  capital  in  Government 
bonds,  and  in  that  way  exonerate  Iiimself  from 
payinghis  proportion  of  the  Slate  taxes.  I  can- 
not understaiul  upon  what  princi[)le  of  reason, 
moralily,  or  justice,  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  can  I'Xi-nipt  one  particular  spccii.'S  of  prop- 
erly from  taxation  by  the  States,  and  leave  all 
other  cla.sses  of  property  subject  to  taxation.  I 
cannot  understand  why  it  is  that  when  my  neigh- 
bor invests  his  money  in  the  slocks  of  the  General 
Government,  and  deposita  them,  under  the  pro- 
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visions  of  this  bill,  in  a  bank,  as  the  capital  upon 
which  he  shall  bank,  he  shall  be  exennpt,  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  from  paying  his  proportion  of 
the  State  taxes  upon  that  capital,  while  my  other 
neighbor  is  taxed  upon  every  species  of  personal 

Eroperty  that  he  possesses.  The  position  cannot 
e  defended  on  principles  of  reason  or  justice.  It 
is  but  another  effort  to  enable  individuals  who 
are  possessed  of  great  wealth, and  who  invest  it 
in  this  speciesof  property,  to  exempt  themselves 
from  State  taxation,  while  those  who  are  not  so 
fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  deal  in  stocks,  deposit 
them  in  banks,  and  draw  their  dividends  on  them, 
must  pay  more  than  their  just  share  of  taxation. 
1  believe  that  every  dollar's  worth  of  property, 
whether  it  be  in  mules,  horses,  cattle,  or  any 
other  species  of  property,  should  be  alike  subject 
to  taxation.  It  should  be  subject,  not  only  to 
taxation  by  the  General  Government,  if  it  resorts 
to  that  mode  of  raising  revenue,  but  also  to  State 
and  municipal  taxation. 

This  proposition  creates  an  odious  distinction 
between  those  who  invest  their  money  in  these 
bank  stocks,  and  those  who,  having  but  small 
means,  invest  it  in  other  species  of  property.  I 
know  in  my  own  neighborhood  men  who,  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  exempting  their  property  fUjm 
taxation,  are  investing  it  in  bonds  of  the  Govern- 
ment. This  bill  holds  outinducements  to  others 
to  invest  their  means  in  bank  stock  so  that  tlley 
may  avoid  their  portion  of  the  State  taxation 
which  should  justly  fall  on  every  individual  in 
the  State  according  to  the  value  of  his  personal 
property.  I  know  no  reason  why  the  amendment 
should  prevail. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  supposed,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, it  was  a  settled  fact,  and  that  the  position 
would  not  be  further  controverted,  that  we  were 
to  make  the  attempt  by  this  bill  to  save  to  the 
country  thirty  or  forty  or  fifty  millions  a  year. 
The  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Eldridge] 
intimated  that  we  should  be  called  to  account,  in 
our  respective  districts,  for  permitting  the  banks 
to  go  untaxed.  Why,  sir,  every  State  has  a 
common  interest  in  the  national  currency.  If  you 
leave  it  to  the  States  to  tax  these  banks  as  they 

E lease,  you  may  find  some  of  the  States  taxing  the 
anks  out  of  existence.  The  men  who  are  op- 
posed entirely  to  this  bill,  and  who  are  voting 
against  it  on  this  floor,  claim,  I  believe,  that  they 
control  the  State  of  New  Jersey;  and  that  State 
would  certainly  tax  out  of  existence  any  banks 
that  might  be  established  there  under  this  bill. 
If  they  gained  power  in  other  States  the  same 
result  would  follow.  It  could  not  be  otherwise. 
The  enmity  and  opposition  manifested  on  this 
floor  to  the  cause  of  the  nation  would  lead  them 
to  depreciate  and  endeavor  to  destroy  the  credit 
and  currency  of  the  country. 

I  know  that  there  would  seem  tO-be  something 
unfair  in  exempting  from  taxation  the  property 
invested  in  United  States  stocks.  But  I  would 
call  to  the  notice  of  gentlemen  the  fact  that  if  we 
have  not  all  money  to  invest  in  these  stocks  we 
have  all  an  interest  in  the  currency  and  credit  of 
the  country,  and  we  wish  to  save  an  annual  in- 
terest of  thirty  or  forty  millions  to  the  Govern- 
ment. I  think  that  that  is  a  full  answer  to  the 
gentleman  from  Wisconsin.  I  am  prepared  to 
stand  before  the  people  on  that  ground. 

Although  it  cfiay  appear  that  a  few  rich  men 
will  not  be  taxed  so  heavily  as  they  would  other- 
wise be,  still  it  must  be  remembered  that  they  in- 
vest their  all;  that  they  come  forward  and  put 
their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  expressing  confi- 
dence in  the  Government  and  in  the  payment  of 
the  national  debt. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN  withdrew  his  amendment  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  last 
two  words.  I  do  so  in  order  to  express  my  views 
in  regaitl  to  this  section  as  it  now  stands.  It  will 
be  observed  by  every  member  of  the  House  that 
the  tax  proposed  is  simply  on  the  circulation. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  with  the  debt  restlns 
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on  this  country  that  we  have  to-day,  we  cannot 
exempt  United  States-stocks  from  taxation.  I 
know  that  the  ground  has  been  taken  tlwit  we 
ought  to  do  so  in  order  to  encourage  people  to  in- 
vest in  them.  But  as  it  appears  that  the  greater 
portion  of  the  investments  of  the  country  are  to 
be  in  these  stocks,  the  freeing  of  all  these  stocks 
from  taxation  will  increalse  that  on  all  other  spe- 
cies of  property. 

But  the  principal  point  to  which  I  wish  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  House  is  that  this  section  pro- 
poses to  place  a  tax  upon  circulatiori.  The  effect 
of  that  clause  will  be  to  put  upon  the  country 
banks,  who  furnish  most  of  the  circulation,  and 
who  depend  upon  their  circulation,  the  burden  of 
paying  nearly  all  the  taxes  which  you  propose  to 
impose,  while  your  city  banks,  thaf  have  their 
millions  of  capital,  and  yet  who  have  no  interest 
in  putting  into  circulation  their  own  notes,  will 
go  free  from  taxation.  Yes,  sir,  under  this  bill 
the  country  banks,  who  furnish  the  community 
with  bank  currency,  will  be  compelled  to  pay 
nearly  all  the  taxes  that  are  imposed  by  this  bill, 
while  the  city  banks,  which  have  no  circulation, 
but  whose  business  is  far  more  profitable  than 
that  of  the  country  banks,  will  go  almost  en- 
tirely free  of  taxation.  1  believe  that  all  bank 
capital  should  be  taxed;  then  banks  located  in  the 
city  and  banks  located  in  the  country,  whatever 
may  be  their  circulation,  will  be  taxed  alike,  and 
no  portion  of  the  capital  so  invested  will  escape 
taxation. 

My  friend  from  Vermont  says  that  all  the  cap- 
ital of  these  banks  is  to  be*invested  in  United 
States  bonds.  Now,  sir,  if  I  understand  the  law 
it  requires  that  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  capital  of 
these  banks  shall  be  invested  in  United  States 
bonds.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman  therefore 
can  have  only  a  partial  application. 

But,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  giving  to  the  States 
permission  to  tax  the  capital  of  those  banks  at 
all,  because  the  inevitable  effect  will  be  to  bring 
the  State  jurisdiction  into  conflict  with  the  juris- 
diction of  the  General  Governmentupon  that  sub- 
ject. The  proposition,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to 
make  this  a  great  national  system,  to  make  it  re- 
sponsible to  the  national  Government,  to  make  it 
subject  to  any  burdens  and  restrictions  the  na- 
tional Government  may  see  fit  to  place  upon  it; 
and  to  carry  Otit  that  object  it  will  not  do  to  place 
it  in  the  power  of  the  States,  otherwise  you  place 
it  in  the  power  of  any  State  which  may  be  op- 
posed to  the  system  to  cripple  and  destroy  it. 
For  instance,  if  a  majority  of  the  Legislature  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  or  of  any  other  State, 
were  invested  with  the  power  of  taxing  these  na- 
tional banks  within  its  limits,  they  might  so  ex- 
ercise the  power  as  to  destroy  these  banks  within 
that  State.  I  believe,  tljerefore,  that  the  power 
of  taxation  in  respect  to  these  banks  should  be 
confined  to  the  General  Government.  But  I  be- 
lieve also  that  the  true  policy  is  for  the  General 
Government  to  tax  them  in  such  a  manner  as 
shall  distribute  the  burdens  you  impose  upon 
them  in  proportion  to  their  capital.  You  cannot 
satisfy  the  community,  you  cannot  satisfy  the 
people  at  large  in  any  other  way.  You  do  not 
reach  the  object  at  all  in  taxing  merely  the  circu- 
lation. There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  taxed 
any  more  than  there  is  why  deposits  should  be 
taxed.  But  if  you  place  your  tax  upon  the  cap- 
ital itself,  then  all  the  banks,  whether  in  the  city 
or  in  the  country ,  will  be  placed  upon  an  equality. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  seems  to  me  gentlemen 
have  not  properly  reflected  upon  thi^proposition. 
I  do  not  suppose  there  is  any  member  of  this 
House  who  is  for  violating  our  pledges  made  to 
the  nation.  Now,  sir,  these  banks  are  to  have  no 
circulation  except  what  i.s  based  upon  the  bonds 
of  the  United  States,  and  not.quite  to  the  amount 
of  these  bonds,  but  within  ten  per  cent,  of  it. 

When  these  loans  were  taken  and  when  "these 
bonds  were'issued  itwas  under  the  plighted  faith 
of  thg  nation  (flat  they  should  not  be  touched. 
Such  a  provision  is  in  every  one  of  these  loan 
bills  upon  which  any  of  the  bonds  have  been  is- 


sued; and  will  gentlemen  now  vote  that  the  cap- 
italists who  have  invested  their  money  upon  the 
faith  of  the  nation,  upon  the  laws  that  now  stand 
upon  the  statute-books,  shall  not  have  that  faith 
kept  to  them.'  How  can  gentlemen  with  con- 
sciences in  them  undertake  to  say  that  they  may 
be  taxed,  when  they  were  issued  upon  the  pledge 
that  they  should  not  be  taxed,  upon  the  pledge 
that  they  should  be  free  from  taxation  by  State 
or  niunicipal  authorities.'  The  General  Govern- 
ment has  reserved  the  right  to  tax  them  itself  for 
national  purposes.  But  they  cannot  be  taxed  by- 
State  authorities  unless  gentlemen  are  willing  to 
disregard  th(;|iledges  solemnly  given  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

But,  sir,  I  deny  that  the  banks  chartered  by  the 
Government  can  bo  taxed  bya  State.  Iftheycan 
let  them  try  it  by  leaving  out  this  provision.  It 
has  been  decided  already  that  banks  granted  by 
the  Government  cannot  be  taxed  in  the  States.  I 
appeal  to  (he  State  of  Maryland  and  to  the  Slate 
of  Kentucky. 

A  Member.     And  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  And  the  State  of  Ohio  too. 
What  will  be  the  resultof  the  doctrine  for  which 
gentlemen  now  contend  ?  Any  State  may  tax  out 
of  existence  at  its  pleasure  any  one  of  the  banks 
established  by  this  Government  if  it  were  in  their 
power.  Did  my  colleague  understand  that  when 
he  made  his  motion .'  I  am  sure  it  was  heedlessly 
done. 

Is  this  the  faith  we  are  to  keep  with  the  mon- 
eyed men  of  the  country?  When  we  wanted 
money  to  carry  on  the  war  we  borrowed  money 
and  pledged  our  faith  to  them.  When  we  have 
obtained  ^^500,000,000  and  want  $500,000,000 
more,  shall  we  violate  our  faith.'  1  admire  the 
courage  that  can  make  a  proposition  of  this  kind. 
I  hope  that  it  will  not  prevail. - 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.HOTCHKISS.  I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  shall  exempt  any  associa- 
tion organized  under  this  act  from  the  same  State  and  muni- 
cipal taxation  imposed  upon  other  corporations  in  the  States 
wliere  such  associations  are  located. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  no  existing  law  that 
exempts  the  banking  business  in  any  State  from 
taxation.  I  do  not  regard  it  as  an  answer  to  my 
proposition  that  these  banks  are  founded  upon 
national  bonds  which  are  themselves  exempt  from 
taxation.  There  is  no  contract  existing  between 
the  Government  and  the  individuals  who  hold 
these  bonds,  in  case  they  invest  them  in  the 
banking  business,  that  that  business  shall  also 
be  exempt  from  taxation. 

I  offer  this  amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  place  myself  upon 
the  record  on  tW  subject  of  taxation.  The  sec- 
tion as  it  now  stands  1  regard  as  unjust.  It  is  un- 
necessary as  well  as  unjust,  and  if  adopted  will 
render  the  law  odious  to  the  people.  The  State 
banks  now  pay  in  all  of  the  States,  in  mostsof  the 
large  towns,  at  least  one  fourth  of  the  State  and 
county,  the  corporation  and  school  tax.  The 
proposition  is  that  the  capital  invested  in  the  bank- 
ing baSiness  shall  be  exempted  from  taxation,  and 
that  these  burdens  shall  be  imposed  upon  labor. 
Should  that  system  be  adopted  in  the  country 
there  would  be  an  outcry  on  the  part  of  the  people 
and  they  would  defeat  the  party  that  established  it. 

The  friends  of  the  Administration,  who  are  en- 
deavoring to  give  it  credit  and  character  by  such 
a  measure,  are  making  a  mistake.  I  know  how 
sensitive  the  people  are  upon  the  subject  of  tax- 
ation. I  know  that  they  will  not  make  the  dis- 
tinction we  make  here,  that  these  banks  should 
be  exempted  from  taxation  because  their  capital  ia 
in  the  bonds  of  the  United  States.  It  is  an  argu- 
ment that  they  will  not  understand.  They  will 
say  that,  whereas  heretofoie  the  banks  paid  their 
fair  share  of  taxation,  these  banks  are  now  ex- 
empted; that  the  effect  will  -be  that  the  rich  will 
be  exempted  and  the  poor  will  have  to  bear  these 
additional  burdens.  \ 

It  is  unnecessary.    The  idea  of  exempting  these 
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bonds  from  taxaiion  was  to  givo  il)em  credit  and 
currency  with  the  people.  It"  it  is  taken  into  view 
that  wlien  this  war  is  over  State  indebtedness 
and  individual  indebtedness  by  bond  and  mort- 
gage will  be  wiped  out  in  tlie  country  and  there 
will  be  no  other  opportunity  to  make  investment 
by  capitalists  except  in  the  bonds  of  tlie  Govern- 
ment, I  lake  it  that  the  friends  of  this  measure 
will  sec  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  exempt  not  only 
these  bonds  but  also  the  banking  business  from 
taxaiion.  There  will  be  no  other  creditor  but  the 
Government. 

Mr.  WILSON".  Can  Congress  delegate  any 
part  of  its  j)ower  to  tax  to  a  Slale  or  to  the  States  ? 
riie  power,  in  my  opinion,  to  levy  a  tax  upon 
these  hanks  created  by  Congress  under  its  power 
to  regulate  commerce  is  one  which  must  be  exer- 
cised by  Congress  alone;  and  it  cannot  be  dele- 
gated by  Congress  to  the  several  States.  I  should 
like  to  ask 'the  gentleman  whether  he  thinks  it 
can  be. 

Mr.  HOTCPIKISS.  I  will  say  that  if  you  will 
incorporate  the  word  "  national"  before  tlie  word 
"taxes,"  as  has  been  proposed,  I  will  waive  my 
amendment,  and  allow  that  question  In  bo  fairly 
tested.  1  tell  gentlemen  that  the  objection  which 
has  been  raised,  that  the  States  will  tax  these 
banks  out  of  existence,  is  provided  against  in  iny 
amendment,  which  [imposes  that  they  shall  im- 
pose no  other  taxes  upon  them  than  such  as  they 
impose  upon  citizens  and  olher  corporations. 

Mr.  BR.OOM  ALL.  I  observe  that  by  the  six- 
teenth section  these  banks  are  required  to  deposit 
an  amount  in  Government  bonds  not  less  than 
one  third  of  the  capital  stock  put  in;  and  I  ob- 
serve they  cannot  take  oula  circulation  uplotliat 
amount  by  about  one  tenth.  They  llier.-fnre  can- 
not be  taxed  under  this  section  which  we  are  now 
construing  for  more  than  one  third  of  their  cap- 
ital, and  not  quite  that  much.  1  ask  the  friends 
of  the  bill  whether  they  propose  to  let  the  remain- 
ing two  thirds  of  the  capital  stock  of  these  banks, 
which  is  not  invested  in  United  States  stocks, en- 
tirely escape  taxation? 

Mr.  KASSON.  In  answer  to  thegentleman  I 
would  say  that  if  gentlemen  who  have  not  studied 
the  bill,  and  do  not  know  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  it,  would  be  good  enough  to  ascertain 
the  fiicts  it  would  save  the  friends  of  the  bill  a 
good  deal  of  trouble.  This  is  not  a  tax  bill  at 
all.  Not  an  item  of  taxation  is  proposed  by  the 
bill.  The  committee  are  preparing  a  bill  which 
will  tax  ijie  banks  in  various  forms  sufficiently 
heavy  to  satisfy  thegentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  BROOM  ALL.  Then  there  should  be  strick- 
en out  of  this  section  the  last  clause,  which  says 
that  such  taxes  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes 
upon  3n(;h  associations.  If  the  committee  have 
Buch  a  ta.Vation  bill  they  ought  not  at  least  to  pre- 
clude themselves  from  bringing  it  in  by  passing 
this  law;  for  at  least  one  or  the  other  of  these 
laws  will  be  inoperative. 

This  is  a  taxation  section.  It  proposes  to  be  an 
exclusive  taxaiion  section,  and  it  proposes  to  tax 
less  than  one  third  of  the  capital.  I  am  very  glad 
to  be  informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  propose  a  tax  upon  the  remaining  two 
thirds,  and  if  they  do  intend  it,  1  ask  them  to  suf- 
fer that  last  clause  to  be  stricken  out.  But  I  will 
Bay  that  before  this  bill  can  get  my  vote  1  want  to 
see  the  remaining  two  thirds  of  the  stock  of  the 
bank  in  process  of  being  taxed. 

Mr.  WINFIELD  called  for  teller.^  upon  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Winfield  and 
Mr.  1'ract  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided ;  and  the  tellers  I'eported 
— nycs  42,  noes  54. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  amend  tlie 
amendment  of  the  gimtlcman  from  Pennsylvania 
by  striking  out  the  last  two  words. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  desire  to  move  that  the 
committee  rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  debate. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  1  cannot  yield  to  that 
motion. 

I  desire  to  say  in  relation  to  this  question  that 
I  shall  not  undertake  to  controvert  the  legal  posi- 
tion the  gentleman  fiom  Pennsylvania  has  as- 
sumed in  refr;r(!ncc  to  what  the  courts  have  decided 
UH  to  (he  power  of  the  States  to  tax  national  bank 
Btork,  for  the  reason  that  the  bills  establishing  na- 
tional bnnkH  heretofore  have  contained  a  provis- 


ion similar  to  the  one  contained  in  this  original 
bill.  What  we  propose  to  do  is  to  insertinto  this 
bill  a  provision  which  shall  authorize  the  States 
to  tax  these  bunks.  Now,  the  decision  of  the 
courts  upon  that  cjuestion  was  not  made  in  refer- 
ence to  the  right  of  a  State  to  tax  any  capital  or 
species  of  property  in  th«t  State,  but  only  in  refer- 
ence to  the  power  of  a  State  thus  to  impose  a  tax 
under  the  bill  establishing.the  national  bank. 

The  point  I  make  is  this,  that  it  is  unjust  to  the 
tax-payers  of  a  State,  those  upon  whom  the  bur- 
dens of  taxation  will  fall,  to  enable  particular  cit- 
izens of  a  State  to  exempt  themselves  from  taxa- 
tion ujion  their  capital  by  investing  it  in  national 
securitiesand  depositing  it  in  these  national  banks. 
It  tends  to  build  up  a  moneyed  oligarchy  wherever 
you  have  a  national  bankestablished,  by  enabling 
capitalists  to  invest  their  money  in  this  class  of 
securities,  and  then ,  by  depositing  them  in  one 
of  these  banks,  to  relieve  themselves  from  their 
fair  proportion  of  State  taxation  according  to  the 
wealth  and  property  they  use  and  enjoy. 

Sir,  in  imposing  burdens  for  the  support  of  the 
national  Government  and  for  the  purpose  of  sus- 
taining the  national  credit,  we  ought  not  to  do  it 
for  the  advantage  of  a  favored  few  and  at  the  ex- 
pense of  those  wh(^  arc  not  thus  able  to  invest 
their  means. 

But  it  is  said  that  we  ought  to  encourage  those 
who  purcha.^e  the  debt  of  the  Government  in  these 
securities  by  exempting  them  from  State  taxation. 
Sir,  there  are  other  tilings  besides  Government 
bonds  upon  which  the  Government  is  dependent 
for  its  success  and  the  maintenance  of  its  credit. 
Why  should  we  exempt  one  species  of  property 
necessary  for  those  purposes.and  not  another.'  In 
order  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  Government,  and 
maintain  its  integrity,  you  have  to  call  into  the 
military  organization  the  liorses  and  mules  of  the 
farmers  of  the  country.  You  cannot  support  the 
Army  without  thefh.  You  have  to  feed  your 
Army,  and  you  cannot  support  it  without  calling 
on  the  farmers  of  the  country  for  their  beef  and 
pork,  and  flour  and  corn.  All  these  are  essen- 
tial to  the  maintenance  of  the  national  integrity. 
If  you  have  a  right  to  exempt  from  taxation  by  a 
State  one  species  of  property,  you  have  a  right  to 
exempt  that  other  species  of  property  which  the 
farmers  of  the  West  contribute  to  the  aid  of  the 
Government.  That  for  which  the  Government 
is  compelled  to  draw  upon  the  farmers  of  the 
West  is  just  as  essential  for  its  support  as  the  stock 
purchased  by  the  capitalist  and  deposited  as  the 
basis  of  banking. 

I  appeal  to  gentlemen  of  the  House  not  to  adopt 
this  provision.  I  concur  in  what  was  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Tract,]  that 
the  people  of  the  country  will  inquire  why  it  is 
that  those  who  see  fit  to  invest  their  money  in 
Government  stocks  are  to  be  exempt,  not  only 
from  national  taxation,  but  from  State  taxaiion 
also.  I  ask  if  it  is  wise  or-  politic  to  array  the 
great  agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  and 
those  who  are  engaged  in  other  branches  of  busi- 
ness, against  the  mon^y  power  of  the  country  by 
making  this  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  latter.-' 

Sir,  it  is  most  unjust,  and  I  again  enter  my  pro- 
test against  it.  I  warn  members  of  the  House 
that  it  is  a  question  into  which  the  people  of  the 
country  will  inquire.  It  is  not  just  that  those  who 
have  wealth  and  see  fit  thus  to  invest  it  should  be 
exempt  from  taxation,  while  those  who  have  not 
wealth,  and  thus  are  not  able  to  go  into  the  bank- 
ing business  are  made  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the 
burden  of  taxation, and  are  thus  made  the  hewers 
of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  to  the  capitalists 
on  Wall  street,  and  those  who  speculate  upon  the 
misery  and  the  sweat  and  toil  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  I  withdraw  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  mov- 
ing an  ameridment,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  attention  was 
called  by  the  remarks  of  the  genlleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  BnooMAi.L.] 

The  CII  Al  IIM  A  N.  There  is  already  an  ameni- 
ninnt  pending. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  believe  it  is  in  order  to  per- 
fect the  original  section  at  this  stage. 

The  ClIAIilMAN.  There  is  no  motion  to 
strike!  out  pending.  'I'he  amencJfnent  pending  is 
to  perfect  the  oriy;innl  text. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  movo  thai  the  cominitloc 


rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  debate  upon  this 
section. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  rcju'y 
to  my  colleague,  and  I  hope  the  committee  will 
not  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  is  not  debat- 
able. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  w.\s 
agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Rollins,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, reported  that  the  Committee  ofnlui  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had, according  to  order, 
hadtheUnion  generally  under  consideration,  and 
particularly  House  bill  No.  333,  to  provide  a  na- 
tional currency  secured  by  a  pledge  of  United 
States  slocks,  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation 
and  redemption  thereof,  and  had  come  to  no  con- 
clusion thereon. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  all  debate  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
on  the  pending  section  of  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation close  in  one  minute  afier  the  committee  shall 
resume  the  (consideration  of  the  same. 

Mr.  ANCONA,  (at  twenty  minutes  after  four 
o'clock,  p.  m.)  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and  there  were,  on  a  di- 
vision— ayes  40,  noes  51. 

The  SPEAKER  voted  in  the  negative  to  make 
a  quorum,  and  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

fhe  question-recurred  on  Mr.  Stevens's  mo- 
tion to  close  debate;  and  being  put,  it  was  agreed 
to-»ayes  51,  noes  41. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended, and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Rollins, 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration,  as  a  special  order,  of  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  national  currency 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  Stales  stocks,  and  to 
provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption  thereof, 
all  debate  on  the  pending  section  (No.  41)  being 
closed  by  order  of  the  Plouse  in  one  minute. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  desire  to  say  to  my  distin- 
guished colleague  [Mr.  Stevens]  that  I  apprehend 
hehas  mistakenallogetlierthe  objectofmy  amend- 
ment. It  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  taxing  these 
bonds  that  this  amendment  was  introduced.  It  was 
for  the  purpose  of  taxing  the  dividends  on  these 
banks,  and  I  think  Congress  will  do  that.  My 
colleague  says  that  it  has  been  decided  on  several 
occasions  that  that  cannot  be  done.  I  think  no 
such  decision  could  be  made  under  this  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Thegentleman  will  allow  me 
to  correct  him.  I  said  it  had  been  decided  that 
States  could  not  tax  national  banks. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  further  debate  is  in 
order. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Tkact  's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KASSON.  In  orderto  perfect  the  section, 
I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "  such 
tax  or  duty,"  and  inserting  "  the  taxes  or  duties 
imposed  by  Congress  from  time  to  time;"  so  that 
it  will  read: 

And  tlifi  taxes  or  duties  imposed  by  Congress  from  time 
to  tiiric  siiall  Lie  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes  on  kucIi  a.ssocia- 
tion. 

I  wish  to  say  a  single  word 

The  CHAI RMAN.     No  debate  is  in  order. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  forty-second  section. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  RoLLiNs,of  New  Hamp- 
shire, reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  ordf*, 
had  the  Union  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  na- 
tional currency  secured  by  a  pledge  of  United 
Stales  stocks,  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation 
and  redemption  thereof,  and  had  come  to  no  con- 
clusion thereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MALLORY,(at 
four  o'clock  und  thirty  minutes,  p.  m.,)  the  Houbu 
adjourned'. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  .ipril  2,  1864. 
Tlie  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  tlie  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 
Jfhe  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

OVERLAND  MAIL. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  1  desire  to  ask  the  House  to  per- 
mit Senate  bill  No.  194  to  be  taken  from  the  Speak- 
er's table  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

There  bein";  no  objection,  the  act  (S.  No.  194)  to 
authorize  the  PostmasterGeneral  to  contract  with 
the  Overland  Mail  Company  for  carrrying  the 
mail  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  read  a. 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  theCommit- 
lee  on  tlic  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

TEIUUTOUY  OF  MONTANA. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
I  call  up  the  motion  made-by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  Senate  amendments  to  House  bill  No. 
15,  organizing  a  government  for  the  Territory  of 
Montana,  were  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  object 
in  making  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  Senate  amendments  were  disagreed  to 
was  simply  that  I  might  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  for  one  moment  to  the  character  of  those 
amendments,  and  that  I  might  give  the  House  an 
opportunity — if  it  were  sodisposed — to  adhere  to 
the  provisions  of  the  House  billimmediately,  and 
to  show  its  disposition  to  refuse  to  entertain  the 
proposition  sent  to  it  by  the  Senate.  The  House 
will  recollect — and  I  state  this  by  way  of  reason 
for  having  made  this  motion — that  this  bill  was 
taken  up  by  unanimous  consent  the  day  before 
yesterday,  and  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  non- 
concurred  in,  without  being  read,  I  believe,  cer- 
tainly without  the  attention  of  the  House  being 
particularly  drawn  to  the  subject.  I  am  notpre- 
jmrcd  to  say  certainly  that  the  amendments  were 
not  read  to  the  House;  they  may  have  been.  1 
am  prepared  to  say  that  they  did  not  arrest  the 
attention  of  any  gentleman  who  did  not  know 
what  they  were  from  having  followed  the  course 
of  proceedings  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol. 

The  provision  of  the  particular  amendment  to 
which  I  refer  is  intended,  and  I  think  it  will  be  so 
admitted  by  all  its  friends,  to  give  to  negroes  the 
right  to  vote  at  the  first  election  in  the  Territory 
of  Montana.  The  amendment  differs  in  its  pro- 
visions from  any  bill  organizing  a  Territory  of 
the  United  States  which  has  ever  been  passed 
by  either  House  of  Congress.  It  strikes  out  the 
,words  "free  white  inhabitants,"  and  substitutes 
for  them  the  words  "  male  citizens  of  the  United 
States."  If  I  may  be  permitted  to  allude  to  what 
has  since  been  made  public,  the  debates  in  the 
other  House,  although  attention  was  called  to  the 
fact  that  under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
no  man  of  the  African  race  can  be  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  yet  the  amendment  was  expressly 
intended  to  overrule  that  decision  and  to  provide 
thai  all  persons,  of  whatever  color,  who  are  other- 
wise qualiiied,  shall  have  the  right  to  vote  in  that 
Territory.  I  only  desire  to  state  this  proposi- 
tion to  the  House.  I  only  desire  that  the  House 
shall  be  thoroughly  informed  of  the  character  of 
the  amendments  sent  to  it  by  the  Senate.  I  only 
desire  them  to  understand  that  now,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Government,  one  of  the 
branches  of  Congress  has  endeavored  to  estab- 
lish negro  political  equality.  If  they  do  so  they 
can  vote  understandingly  upon  this  proposition. 

There  have  been  passed,  since  this  war  com- 
menced, since  Congress  convened  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1861 — I  say  there  have  been  acts  passed  since 
then  for  the  organization  of,  I  think,  fivcTerrito- 
ries.  In  four  of  these,  for  Idaho,  Nevada,  Da- 
kota, and  Arizona,  following  the  precedent  in  the 
case  of  New  Mexico,  in  prescribing  the  quaiifi- 
caiinn  of  voters  at  the  first  election,  the  tenns  were 
used  which  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Territories  in  this  House  adopted  in  preparing 
the  bill  for  the  organization  of  Montana.  All 
those  bills  prescribed  that  the  free  white  male  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States,  who  havebeen  res- 
idents ofihe  Territory  for  thirty  days  preceding 
the  election,  shall  be  qualified  electors  at  the  first 
election  in  organizing  the  Territory.  And  in  the 
case  of  Coloradoj  tho  only  exception  to  that  rule 


made  by  the  last  Congress,  the  provision  of  law 
was  that  the  free  white  male  citizens  of  the  United 
States  resident  for  thirty  jdays  within  the  Terri- 
tory should  be  qualified  electors.  These  amend- 
ments sent  to  us  by  the  Senate,  ignoring  these  pre- 
cedents, ignoring  the  precedents  set  by  the  party 
now  in  power  in  organizing  these  Territories  dur- 
ing the  last  Congress,  provide  not  that  the  free 
while  mskJe  citizens,  not  that  the  free  white  male 
inhabitants,  but  that  all  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  be  their  color  what  it  may,  shall 
be  authorized  voters  at  the  first  election. 

We  are  making  rapid  strides,  Mr.  Speaker. 
We  are  advancing  rapidly  beyond  the  positions 
laid  down  by  the  Republican  party  when  ihoy 
first  came  into  power  three  years  ago.  I  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it  that  they 
may  vote  understandingly  upon  this  amendment, 
and  determine  now  whether  they  are  prepared  to 
countenance — I  do  not  mean  to  say  to  agree  to, 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  consent  to — but  to  coun- 
tenance a  course  of  legislation  which  wilHead  in- 
evitably, in  the  organization  ofthe  Territories,  and 
after  the  organization  of  the  Territories  in  the 
carrying  on  of  their  governments,  to  the  position 
that  negroes  shall  have  the  same  right  of  voting 
as  white  men. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Let  me  make  an  inquiry. 
The  gentleman  moves  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate,  and  asked  for  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence. Now,  after  the  motion  to  reconsider  is 
agreed  to,  does  lie  propose  to  strike  this  out,  or 
to  adhere  to  the  bill  as  it  went  from  the  House.' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  If  the  House  agrees  to 
the  motion  to  reconsider,  I  propose  to  move  that 
the  House  shall  adhere  to  its  own  bill.  I  am  aware 
there  are  other  privileged  motions  which  will  take 
precedence,  but  the  House,  having  the  whole  ques- 
tion before  it,  can  determine  whether  it  will  adhere 
to  its  bill  and  refuse  to  appoint  a  committee  of  con- 
ference on  this  point,  and  thus  show  an  disposi- 
tion to  entertain  this  proposition;  whether  it  will 
put  its  foot  upon  this  whole  proposition, and  de- 
clare that  it  will  under  no  circumstances  agree  to 
the  Senate  amendments. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  House  has  already 
disagreed  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and 
appointed  a  free  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  between  the  two  Houses.  That  has  been 
done.  Now,  if  the  question  comes  before  the 
House  again  under  the  motion  to  reconsider,  is 
there  any  other  mode  in  which  the  House  can  ex- 
press itself  further  than  it  has  done  in  disagreeing 
to  the  Senate  amendments  than  by  instructing  the 
committee  not  to  yield  its  disagreement. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  think  that  the  more 
expeditious  way  will  be  to  adhere  at  once  with- 
out making  any  concessions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  That  is  a  disagreement  to 
the  Senate  amendments. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  It  is  a  disagreement 
which  permits  no  concession  to  be  made  on  that 
point.  It  is  an  expression  of  opinion  which 
shows  that  there  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  House  to  recede.  It  cloes  not  place  it  in  the 
hands  of  a  conference  committee  to  control  the 
action  of  the  House.  That  is  what  I  want  to 
accomplish. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  would  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  whether  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  do  not  not  only  allow  negroes  the  right 
of  voting,  but  exclude  persons  of  foreign  birth 
who  are  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  from  the 
right  which  the  Housebill  gives  them  .■' 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  would  ask  my  colleague 
toklet  the  obnoxious  amendment  of  the  Senate  be 
read.     I  want  to  Icnow  what  it  is. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     Certainly.  ' 

The  Clerk  read  the  first  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate, as  follows: 

Strike  out  the  words  "  white  male  inhaliitants,"  on  page 
6,  in  line.")  ten  and  eleven,  and  insert  in  lieu  Uiereof,  "every 
mule  citizen  ofilie  United  S^ate^jand  tiiose  who  have  de- 
clared their  intention  to  heeonie  such." 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  only  object  is  to  have  a 
distinct  understanding  as  to  what  is  to  be  the  ef- 
fect of  this  vote.  Do  I  understand  tne  gentleman 
from  Ohio  to  assume  the  position  that  if  the  House 
adheres  to  its  own  bill  the  proj>er  jiolicy  then  will 
be  to  refuse  to  appoint  a  committee  of  Conference.'' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  If  the  House  adheres  it 
will  be  the  proper  course  for  the  House  to  refuse 


to  appoint  a  committee  of  conference,  and  then 
the  bill  will  go  back  to  the  Senate,  and  to  the  Sen- 
ate will  be  put  the  alternative  whether  it  will  let 
the  bill  fail  or  agree  to  the  proposition  of  the 
House.  That  is  the  point  to  which  I  wish  to 
bring  the  House.  1  desire  to  have  the  Blouse 
now  determine  by  its  vote  whether  it  is  prepared 
to  stand  immovably  upon  the  proposition  tliat  it 
will  not  sanction  political  equality  on  the  part  of 
negroes,  or  enter  on  a  course  of  legislation  which 
indicates  a  disposition  finally  to  yield  upon  the 
question. 

Mr.  BROOMALL,  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  if  he  believes  a  negro  to  be  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States?  I  see  that  the  bill  al- 
lows only  "citizensof  the  United  StatGs"to  vote. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  If  I  had  the  determina- 
tion of  the  question  who  should  vote  under  this 
bill  as  it  comes  to  us  from  the  Senate^  I  would 
have  very  little  difficulty  in  determining  that  ne- 
groes could  not  vote'.  But,  sir,  it  does  not  rest, 
on  my  judgment;  it  will  not  depend  on  my  opin- 
ion on  that  question;  and  I  desire  to  express  it  so 
clearly  that  no  man  who  "entertains  a  different 
opinion  on  the  subject  from  myself  shall  have  it 
in  his  power  to  allow  the  negroes  of  that  Terri- 
tory to  vote. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  him  another  question.' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  or  not  it  has  been  judicially  determined 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  that  a 
negro  is  not  a  citizen  ofthe  United  States? 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  believe  that  it  has  been 
so  determined,  and  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  whether  he  and  his 
party  are  prepared  to  bow  to  that  decision  and 
carry  it  out?  If  they  are,  and  he  can  say  so  au- 
thbritatively,  perhaps  there  will  be  no  necessity 
for  this  reconsideration. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  have  no  right  to  answer 
for  my  party.  I  would  probably  agree  to  the  de- 
cision if  the  gentleman  could  pointout  tome  where 
these  negroes  are  citizens  if  not  here.  Are  they 
still  citizens  in  Africa?  [Laughter.]  But  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  v/hether  or  not  it  has 
been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Courtof  the  United 
States  to  his  entire  satisfaction  that  a  negro  is  not 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  whether  the 
gentleman  is  not  content  to  let  that  decision  alone  ? 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  thinks  that  it  has  been  so  decidedly 

Mr.  BROOMALL.     I  have  so  read. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Are  you  content  with 
that  decision  ? 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  will  answer  that  ques- 
tion when  the  gentleman  answers  mine. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Then  I  will  answer  the 
gentleman's  question.  I  think  it  has  been  so  de- 
cided, and  I  am  content  with  that  decision;  but 
the  present  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 
has  advised  the  political  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment that  that  decision  was  wrong,  and  has 
advised  them  to  act  on  his  opinion,  and  not  on 
that  decision. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  If  the  gentleman  is  satis- 
fied with  that  decision,  I  hope  he  will  vote  with 
me  on  this  question. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Now,  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  he  is  satisfied  with  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  on  that  point? 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  When  it  is  referred  to  me 
to  review,  if  I  can  ascerta-in  where  these  persons 
are  citizens,  if  not  here,  I  may  affirm  it. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  answer  that  the  gentleman  gives.  It  was 
for  him  to  decide  whether  or  not  he  would  answer 
candidly  and  explicitly  the  question  which  he  said 
he  would  answer. 

I  have  but  a  word  more  to  say  on  this  subject. 
The  purpose  I  had  in  view  has  been  accomplished. 
It  was  to  draw  the  attentiqn  of  the  House  to  the 
character  of  the  amendment.  It  was  to  say  to 
the  Plouse  that  this  was  the  firstinstance  in  which 
such  a  provision  has  been  attempted  to  be  in- 
grafted on  a  territorial  bill.  It  was  to  call  on  the 
House  to  determine  now  whether  it  will  utterly 
repudiate  the  idea  of  negro  political  eqOality  in 
the  Territories,  or  whetherit  will  give  countenance 
to  the  possibility  of  its  conceding  that  jioiiit.  I 
wantatfhe  gentlemen  who  are  to-tlay  in  power  in 
this  House  to  tell  us  promptly  by  their  action 
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on  this  bill,  by  tlicir  vote  on  this  test  question, 
whether  they  are  prejjared  to  stand  where  they 
have  professed  to  stand  heretofore — on  the  posi- 
tion that  they  were  opposed  to  tlie  enslavement 
of  the  negro  race,  but  were  unalterably  opposed 
to  give  to  it  political  or  social  equality. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  fol- 
low the  gentleman  in  hisargument  on  this  motion, 
because  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  position  he  as- 
sumes is  rather  an  argumentagainst  the  action  of 
the  Senate  than  against  the  action  of  this  House. 
1  do  not  propose,  at  the  present  lime,  to  discuss 
the  question  whether  it  is  expedient  to  give  the 
elective  franchise  to  the  colored  race.  I  wish, 
however,  that  tl>e  House  may  understand  pre- 
cisely what  the  question  is.  The  Committee  on 
Territories  reported  a  bill  to  this  House  to  organ- 
ize the  Territory  of  Montana.  That  bill  provided 
that  all  ^hite  male  inhabitants  should  be  elect- 
ors there.  The  bill  was  passed  by  this  House 
and  sent  to  the  Senate.  There  it  was  amended 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  white  male  inhabit- 
ants, "and  substituting  the  words  "  all  citizens  of 
the  United  States."  It  is  insisted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  that  the  effect 
of  that  amendment  is  to  allow  colored  men  to 
vote.  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  that  be 
the  effect  or  not.    Nor,  as  I  before  said,  shall  I  in- 

?uire\vheahersuch  Icgislation-is  expedient  or  not. 
t  is  enough  for  me  to  say  that  the  action  of  this 
House  has  precluded  any  supposition  that  negroes 
are  to  be  allowed  to  vote,  because  instead  of  adopt- 
ing the  amendment  of  the  Senate  this  House  has 
non-concurrfd  in  it. 

Now,  howdo  we  stand  here.'  We  have  passed  a 
bill  excluding  colored  men  from  voting.  That  bill 
goes  to  the  Senate  and  ia  amended.  It  comes  back 
here,  and  we  nan-concur  in  the  amendments;  so 
that,  as  the  matter  now  stands,  this  House  has 
refused  to  consent  to  colored  men  voting.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
is  opposed  to  the  position  he  assumes  here.  He 
says  he  is  opposed  to  colored  men  voting.  This 
House  says  it  is  opposed  to  colored  men  voting. 
It  has  passed  no  bill  and  has  adopted  no  amend- 
ment to  allow  colored  men  to  vote.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  has  refused  to  adopt  that  amendment. 
The  gentleman  stands  up  here,  for  what  purpose  ? 
To  argue  against  the  action  of  the  House.'  No, 
sir;  but  to  argue  against  the  action  of  the  Senate, 
lam  at  a  loss  to  say  what  sort  of  consistency 
there  is  in  the  argument  which  he  has  assumed 
hfl-e.  Has  the  non-concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments, and  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
conference,  the  effect  of  allowing  colored  citizens 
to  vote.'  Notatall.  So  far  as  the  matter  stands 
now, it  isdirectly  opposed  to  that.  Itisnotforme 
to  say  what  action  the  committee  of  conference  will 
take.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  course  it 
will  assume  on  this  question.  But  I  know  that  the 
House  has  said  that  it  would  not  concur  in  the 
Senate  amendments,  and  has  asked  a  committee  of 
conference  for  the  purpose  of  determining  what 
shall  be  done  in  the  premises.  I  therefore  move 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  tlie  table. 

Ml-.  COX.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  a  question,  if  he  will  withdraw 
his  motion  to  allow  me  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  Certainly,  sir.  I  withdraw 
the  molion  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  COX.  Who  in  the  Territories  would  de- 
cide upon  the  qualification  of  these  electors  .' 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  ^o  not  understand  the  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  COX.  Suppose  there  is  an  ambiguity  in 
this  bill.  Suppose  we  cannot  tell  here  under  our 
legislation  who  will  be  the  electors,  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman's opinion,  what  is  the  tribunal  and  who 
are  the  persons  who  are  to  decide  as  to  who  shall 
be  the  electors .' 

Mr.  BEAMAN.    The  judicial  tribunals. 

Mr.  COX.     The  judiciary  of  the  Territory? 

Mr.  BEAMAN.     Yea,  sir. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  disagreed  to  the 
three  amendments  of  the  Senate  and  asked  for  a 
committee  of  conference.  Yesterday  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  House  disagreed 
to  the  Senate  amendments  and  asked  for  a  com- 
mitttcofconfcrence.  The  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan [Mr.  Bcaman]  has  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  lie  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  dcmandod  the  yeai  and  nays. 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmaative — yeas  63,  nays  49;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Alli.'sdn,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ash- 
ley, John  D.  RaUlwin,  Baxter,  Beaniaii,  Blaine,  Francis  P. 
Blair,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose  VV.  Clark,  Cobb, 
Cole,  Henry  Winter  Uavis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Di.xoii,  Don- 
nelly, DrigL's,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Grin- 
nell,  llale,  Ilisby,  Hooper,  Asalicl  \V.  Hubbard,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  McBride,  Mc- 
Chirg,  IVIoorlicad,  Morrill,  Amos  Myers,  Norton,  Charles 
O'Neill,  Orili,  Perham,  Pike,  Poincroy,  Price,  William  H. 
Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Spalding, 
Stevens,  Thayer,  'J'racy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenhurgh,  Wil- 
liam B.  Washburn,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windoin,and  Wood- 
bridge— 63. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  William  G. 
Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Cox,  Dawson,  Eden,  Eldridge, Eng- 
lish, Finck,  Grider,  Griswold,  Harding,  Harrington,  Ben- 
jamin G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Hohnan,  Philip  Johnson,  Kalb- 
rteisch,  King,  Ifnapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Mallory.  Marcy,  Me- 
Kinney,  Middleton,  James  R.  Morris,  Odell,  John  O'Neill, 
Pendleton,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  James  S. 
Rollins,  Seoit,  John  B.  Steele,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat, 
Whaley,  Wheeler,  Wlnfield,  and  Yeanian — 49. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

During  the  vote, 

Mr.  THAYER  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
L.  Myers,  was  absent  on  account  of  illness  in 
his  family. 

Mr.  STILES  stated  that  he  was  paired  with 
Mr.  Marvin;  and  that  otherwise  he  would  have 
voted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
McDowell,  was  paired  with  Mr.  McIndoe;  and 
that  if  present  he  would  have  voted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  stated  that  Mr.  Miller,  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  confined  to  his  room  by  in- 
disposition. 

Mr.  McKINNEY  stated  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  J.  W.  White,  was  detained  from  the  House 
by  illness. 

The  vote  was  announced  as  above  recorded. 
MILITARY  ROAD. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Kentucky,  by  unanimous 
consent,  submitted  the  joint  resolutions  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky  in  relation  to  the  construction 
of  a  military  road;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 
^  BOUNTIES. 

Mr.  YEAMAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  boun- 
ties in  cases  of  persons  who  have  enlisted  and  died 
before  being  sworn  into  service;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

PENITENTIARY  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  construction  of  a 
penitentiary,  jail,  and  house  of  correction  in  and 
for  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed  with 
the  accomjianying  report,  and  recommitted  to  the 
same  committee. 

UNITED  STATES  JURIES. 

Mr.  SPALDING,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  In- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  ex- 
isting laws  in  relation  to  juries  in  Federal  courts,  so  as  to 
secure  lair  and  impartial  trials  therein  ;  and  said  committee 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  that  next  Saturday  be  fixed  for  the 
consideraticWi  of  business  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  That  committee  has  not  been  called 
for  three  months. 

The  SPEAKER.  Saturday  next  after  the  morn- 
ing hour? 

Mr.  JULIAN.    Yes,  sir. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

^    NEW  POST  EOUTB, 

Mr.  BENNET,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Itcnolvcd,  'J'hal  the  Committcn  on  the  Post  Office  nnd 
Post  Roads  b«  inntructcd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
eHtnblishIng  n  post  route  fioin  Jiniction  City,  Kansas,  to 
0«nv*r  City,  ColoradOr 


CLERK  FOR  A  SELECT  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  in- 
troduce the  following  resolution: 

ResolvedjThat  the  select  committee  appointed  under  tho 
resolution  introduced  by  Hon.  F.  P.  Blair,  March  23,  ISsij 
to  investigate,  &*e.,  during  tlicir  sittings  liave  a  clerk  to 
take  the  testimony  and  keep  the  minutes  of  proceedings, 
the  clerk  to  be  paid  four  dollars  per  day  for  each  day  such 
committee  shall  be  employed  in  taking  testimony  in  said 
investigation. 

Mr.  STEVENS.    I  object. 

RAILROAD  TO  NEW  YORK* 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  next  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  307,  to  de- 
clare certain  roads  military  roads  and  post  roads 
and  to  regulate  commerce;  on  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  is  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  being  absent,  the  floor  was 
assigned  to  Mr.  Sweat. 

Mr.  SWEAT  addressed  the  House  for  an  hour 
in  opposition  to  the  bill.  [His  speech  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  obtained  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  morning  hour 
had  expired. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to 
take  up  the  national  currency  bill,  which  is  the 
special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended, and  the 
■House  resolved  itself  into  the  Commi^ttee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Rollins, 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration,  as  a  special  order,  of  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  national  currency 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks,  and 
to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption 
thereof. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  when  the  com- 
mittee rose  last  evening  the  forty-third  section  of 
the  bill  was  under  consideratior^. 

The  Clerk  read  the  section,  as  follows: 

Sec.  43.  ^nd  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the  Treasurer, 
on  receiving  from  an  association  lawful  money  for  tlic  pay- 
ment and  redemption  of  its  outstanding  notes,  as  provided 
i"or  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  shall  execute  du- 
plicate receipts  therefor,  one  to  the  association  and  the 
other  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  stating  the  amount 
received  by  him,  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  has  been  re- 
ceived, which  amount  shall  "be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  such  associ- 
ation upon  redemption  account.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  'J'reasurer,  whenever  he  shall  redeem  any  of  tlic 
notes  of  said  association,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  mutilatetL 
and  charged  to  the  redemption  account  of  said  association  ; 
and  all  notes  so  redeemed  by  the  Treasurer  shall,  every 
three  months,  be  certified  to  and  burned  in  Ijie  manner 
prescribed  for  vvorn-out  and  mutilated  notes  in  this  act. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  for  worn-out  and  mutilated  notes." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  • 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  rnove  to  strike  out  the  words 
in  the  forty-fourth  section  "  shall  be  for  the  same 
sum  as  before,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert, 
"  may  be  for  the  same  amount,  or  as  they  were 
before  the  conversion;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  that  it  is  authorized  to  commence  the  business  of 
banking  under  it, the  association  shall  have  thesamc  pow- 
ers and  privileges,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  duties, 
responsibilities,  and  rules,  in  all  respects,  except  that  the 
shares  of  stock  may  be  for  the  same  amount,  or  as  they 
were  before  the  conversion,  as  is  prescribed  in  this  act  for 
other  associations  organized  under  it,  and  sliall  be  held  and 
regarded  as  nn  association  under  this  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  I  move  to  add  the  following 
to  the  end  of  the  section: 

^nd  ■provided  further,  That  any  "bank  or  hanking  os»o^ 
elation  now  organized  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  any 
State,  under  articles  of  association  which  prohibit  spocifiod 
changes  therein,  may  be  changed  and  convertod  into  a  na- 
tional banking  a.ssociation  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
without  any  such  clmiige  in  its  articles  of  association  as 
may  be  prohibited  by  the  same,  anything  in  this  act  to  tho 
contrary  notwithstanding;  and  its  directors  at  the  tiiiieuf 
such  change  may  continue  in  office,  and  Ihnir  suocussora 
may  from  lime  to  time  bo  elected  or  appointed  as  provided 
by  its  articles  of  association. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two  irureferenca 
to  that  amendment,  and  in  order  that  the  llouso 
may  have  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  whole 
matter  I  ask  the  Clerk  t6  read  the  sixty-th4rd  sec 
tion  of  the  bill  as  a  part  of  mjr  remarks* 
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The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  C3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Bank  of 
Comiiieice,  in  tlie  city  of  New  York,  may,  and  authority 
Is  licreby  granted  to  tlie  said  bank  to,  become  a  national 
association  under  this  act;  and  in  such  case  tbe  articles 
of  association,  and  the  organization  certificate  required  by 
this  act,  may  be  executed  by  a  majority  of  the  directors  of 
said  bank.  And  a  majority  of  the  directors,  after  executing 
said  articles  of  association,  and  organization  certificate, 
shall  have  power  to  execute  all  otlier  papers  and  do  what- 
ever may  bo  required  to  make  its  organization  perfect  and 
complete  as  a  national  association;  and  the  directors  afore- 
said may  be  the  directors  of  the  association  until  others  are 
elected  or  appointed,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Its  present  articles  of  association  as  a  State  bank;  and  the 
personal  I  lability  of  the  shareholders  for  any  contract,  debt, 
or  engagement  of  the  association  shall  be  the  same  as  under 
its  present  articles  of  association  as  a.State  bank.  And 
when  the  Comptroller  shall  give  to  such  association  a  cer- 
tificate, ufuler  his  hand  and  official  seal,  that  the  provisions 
of  this  act  have  been  complied  with,  and  that  it  is  author- 
ized to  commence  the  business  of  banking  under  it,  tlic 
Bald  association  shall  have  the  same  powers  and  privileges, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  duties,  responsibilities, 
and  rules,  in  all  respects,  except  as  aforesaid,  as  is  pre- 
scribed in  this  act  for  other  associations  organized  under 
it,  and  shall  be  held  and  regarded  as  an  association  under 
this  act. 

Mr.  RAND ALL.of Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, any  one  who  will  carefully  examine  the 
section  which  has  just  been  read  by  the  Clerk, 
and  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hooper,]  cannot  fail  to  see 
that  the  latter  is  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing 
all  that  was  designed  by  the  former.  It  cannot 
be  successfully  denied  that  this  amendment,  if 
adopted,  will  bring  the  Bank  of  Commerce  of  the 
city  of  New  York  under  the  provisions  of  this 
bill.  What  is  accomplished  by  the  sixty-third 
section,  can  in  like  manner  be  accomplished  by 
the  amendment;  and  the  conclusion  is  inevitable 
that  the  pending  proposition  was  the  result  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  becoming  satis- 
fied of  the  hostility  in  the  House  to  this  special 
and  pet  legislation.  Now,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  what  is  the  pi-ecise  effect  of  this  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Hooper,]  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  refer  to 
the  powers  and  privileges  of  that  corporation,  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  Yoi-k,and 
like  corporations.  I  have  only  five  minutes,  and 
I  will  be  compelled  to  be  as  brief  as  p4lsible, 
with  regard,  however,  to  a  clear  understanding 
of  the  subject.  In  the  first  place,  the  continuance 
of  the  bank  is  provided  for  until  1889.  Then  the 
dii-ectors  hold  office  during  good  behavior,  or  until 
they  cease  to  hold  one  hundred  shares  of  stock. 
You  will  observe  that  that  makes  it  a  close  cor- 
poration. It  is  provided, further,  that  the  direct- 
ors shall  continue  in  office  and  reijlect  themselves. 

What  next?  Why,  sir,  power  is  given  to  es-^ 
tablish  the  banking  business  in  the  city  of  New 
York  or  elsewhere.  I  call  the  attention  of  mem- 
bers particularly  to  that  provision.  It  gives  them 
a  roving  commission  to  establish  themselves  any- 
where as  a  bcmking  association.  That  will  be 
found  in  the  third  article,  sixth  section,  of  the 
charter  of  that  bank. 

Then,  sir,  it  is  further  declared  that  the  stock- 
holders shall  not  interfere  with  the  directors. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  1  move  that  the  gentleman 
have  leave  to  proceed.     [Cries  of  "Agreed!"] 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  last 
4wo  words.  The  stockholders  and  directors  are 
txempt  from  all  individual  liability  for  any  con- 
tract or  debt  or 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
We  must  some  time  get  through  vuilh  this  bill; 
and  when  gentlemen  move  to  strike  out  the  last 
word  of  a  section  or  amendment,  I  shall  insist 
upon  their  speaking  to  the  amendment. 
.  Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  am  nearly 
through. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  raise  the  point  upon  my 
colleague,  because  I  mean  to  take  the  same  course 
with  every  gentleman. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  was  say- 
ing that  the  stockholders  and  directors  are  ex- 
empt from  all  individual  liability  for 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order, 
because  he  is  not  speaking  to  his  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  has  not 
moved  an  amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  his  time  is  out,  and  he 
is  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  He  is  speaking  by  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  tommitteck 


Mr.  STEVENS.  When  unanimous  consent 
was  asked  I  rose  and  objected. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  Thestock- 
holderis 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
It  is  that  the  committee  cannot  give  unanimous 
consent.     It  is  a  rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  What  is 
the  decision  upon  that  point.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  to  it  the  following: 

Provided,  however,  That  the  stockholders  of  all  other 
banking  associations  organized  under  this  act  shall  not  be 
personally  liable  for  an  amount  exceeding  the  value  of  their 
stock. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Perhaps  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  does  not  know  that  the  question 
has  not  yet  been  taken  upon  his  colleague's 
amendment. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  This  is  an  amendment  to  that 
amendmen-t. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  is  in 
order. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  This  same  provision  is  now 
a  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Notatall.  The  gentleman  says 
that  this  same  provision  is  now  in  the  bill.  On 
page  10,  section  twelve,  is  found  this  provision: 

The  shareholders  of  each  association  formed  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  of  each  existing  bank  or  bank- 
ing association  tfiat  may  accept  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall  be  held  individually  responsible,  equally  and  ratably, 
and  not  one  for  another,  for  all  contracts,  debts,  and  en- 
gagements of  such  association  to  tiie  extent  of  the  amount 
of  their  stock  therein  at  the  par  value  thereof.  In  addition 
to  the  amount  invested  in  such  shares. 

The  reading  of  that  section  shows  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  is  mistaken  in  his  con- 
struction of  the  bill.  I  intended  to  have  moved 
the  amendment  while  that  twelfth  section  was 
under  discussion,  but  I  happened  to  be  out  when 
that  section  was  passed  upon,  and  this  is  the 
earliest  opportunity  I  have  had  to  make  the  mo- 
tion I  now  submit.  And  I  will  say  that  I  do  not 
objectto  the  amendment  of  my  colleague,  provided 
this  additional  amendment  is  adopted. '  If  it  is  not 
adopted  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  his  amendment, 
for,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
stated,  it  is  but  the  repeal  of  the  sixty-third  sec- 
tion. That  is  all  it  amounts  to.  Now,  whatis  the 
sixty-third  section  .'  That  exempts  the  Bank  of 
Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  an  institu- 
tion with  ^10,000,000  of  capital,  I  think,  from  this 
personal  liability  clause. 

The  gentleman 's  amendment  also  goes  further. 
It  exempts  all  similar  institutions.  In  that  I 
think  it  is  an  improvement  on  section  sixty-three, 
which,  of  course,  if  his  amendment  prevails,  will 
be  stricken  out.  But  I  think  we  should  go  fur- 
ther still,  and  exempt  all  stockholders  from  per- 
sonal liability  beyond  the  amountof  stock  which 
they  own.  1  am  opposed  to  making  any  distinc- 
tion in  favor  of  any  class  of  stockholders,  and  I 
believe  also  this  House  is  opposed"  to  any  such 
proposition.  Such  manifestinequality  and  injus- 
tice] can  not  believe  will  be  tolerated  by  this  House. 
I  cannot  believe  this  House  will  consent  to  exempt 
such  a  mammoth  institution  from  such  a  provis- 
ion, and  hold  all  the  stockholders  in  all  the 
smaller  associations  throughout  the  country  to  a 
rigid  adherence  to  that  provision.  But  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  whole  principle  of  stockholders' lia- 
bility where  the  redemption  of  the  bills  is  provided 
for  by  ample  security.  lam  opposed  to  holding 
stockholders  liable  in  any  case  except  to  protect 
bill-holders,  because  I  believe  it  works  gross  in- 
justice, and  is  a  great  hardship  upon  stockholders 
generally.  In  my  own  State  of  Massachusetts 
we  have  a  similar  provision  in  our  banking  law, 
but  it  extends  only  to  the  protection  of  the  bill- 
holders.  It  never  was  conceived  of  in  that  State 
that  the  depositors  should  be  protected  in  this 
way  by  holding  the  property  of  the  stockholders 
liable,  for  the  stockholders  have  not  as  good  an 
opportunity  for  protecting  themselves  against  the 
mismanagement  of  the  banks  as  the  depositors 
have,  for  the  reason  that  the  depositors  are  gen- 
erally men  of  business  and  are  conversant  with 
the  opei-ationsof  the  banks  with  which  they  deal, 
and  know  generally  whether  the  banks  are  well 
conducted  or  not,  or  at  least  they  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  know. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 


Mr.  ALLEY.  I  will  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  object  to  its  being  with- 
drawn, and  I  shall  object  in  future  to  the  with- 
drawal of  any  amendments.  I  want  to  get  on 
with  the  bill. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  am  ofiposed  to  the 
amendmentof  thegentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Alley,]  not  because  I  do  not  consider  it  an 
improvement  on  the  amendment  of  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Hooper,]  but  because,  in  my  judgment,  it 
strikes  out  of  the  original  bill  a^feature  which  is 
very  important  to  the  security  of  those  who  may 
be  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  any  connection  with 
these  institutions,  or  who  may  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  have  money  that  they  desire  to  deposit  some- 
where for 'safe-keeping.  I  think  the  provision  of 
the  original  bill  on  this  subject  is  right.  I  be- 
lieve that  in  a  bill  of  this  character  we  ought  to 
make  the  shareholders  in  banks  responsible  not 
only  to  the  amount  of  their  stock  but  make  them 
individually  liable  for  the  correct  management  of 
all  the  money  that  may  come  into  their  hands; 
we  ought  to  make  them  personally  liable,  not 
only  for  the  redemption  of  their  paper,  but  also 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  deposits  committed  to 
their  care,  and  for  all  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
upon  them. 

I  am  opposed,  therefore,  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Alley] 
for  the  reason  that  it  reduces  the  extent  of  their 
liability;  and.  for  the  same  reason  I  am  opposed 
to  the  amendment  ofhis  colleague,  [Mr.  Hooper.] 
It  proposes  to  confer  upon  certain  corporations 
privileges  which  will  not  be  enjoyed  by  the  great 
mass  of  the  corporations  that  go  to  banking  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  bill.  It  is  an  indirect 
mode  of  obviating  an  objection  which  was  certain 
to  arise  against  the  sixty-third  section  of  this  bill. 
Sir,  in  many  of  these  incorporations  there  ai-e  pro- 
visions which  do  not  render  the  directors  orshare- 
holders  individually  liable  for  anything;  and  this 
amendmentof  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Hooper]  is  an  attempt  to  permit  those  bank- 
ing corporations  that  are  protected  by  their  arti- 
cles of  association  from  this  personal  liability  to 
come  in  and  enjoy  the  benefits  conferred  by  this 
bill  upon  those  engaged  in  banking,  and  at  the 
same  time  relieve  them  from  the  liability  imposed 
on  the  great  mass  of  the  institutions  that  may  be 
organized  under  this  bill,  or  may  come  in  under 
it,  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  several  States. 

I  do  not  understand  how  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce, or  any  other  bank  of  like  capital,  can  have 
the  hardihood  to  come  into  this  House  and  ask 
that  they  may  be  permitted  thus  to  enjoy  the  ben- 
efits of  the  bill  without  incurring  the  same  liabil- 
ities that  you  impose  upon  other  similar  inslitu.' 
tions  throughout  the  country. 

I  repeat,  then,  that  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  the 
amendmentof  thegentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Alley,]  which  reduces  this  liability;  and 
also  to  the  amendment  of  his  colleague,  [Mr. 
Hooper,]  which  seeks  to  enable  the  Bank  of 
Commerce  and  similar  institutions  to  enjoy  the 
benefits  conferred  by  this  bill,  while  they  are  ex- 
empt from  the  liabilities  that  you  impose  upon  the 
other  banking  institutions  of  the  country. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  propose  tomodify  my  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  last  clause  of  it,  so  that 
it  will  read: 

Provided,  however.  That  the  stockholders  of  all  other 
banking  associations  organized  under  this  act  shall  not  bo 
personally  liable. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr.  BROOM  ALL.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Hooper]  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "as- 
sociation" m  the  sixth  line,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following: 

And  the  provisftins  of  the  charters  of  such  banks  granted 
under  State  authorities  shall  be  forthwith  annulled. 

Mr.  Chairman,  my- reason  for  offering  this 
amendment  is  that  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  let 
the  State  banks  become  national  banks,  but  I  want 
to  have  them  cease  to  be  State  banks  the  moment 
they  become  national  banks.  1  do  not  want  to 
have  an  association  that  shall  be  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other,  but  such  an  admixture  of  the  two 
that  it  will  be  difficult  to -see  where  to  take  hold 
of  it  when  you  want  to  do  anything  with  it.  It 
is  financial  miscegenation.  [Laughter.]  I  am  op- 
posed to  that  kind  of  amalgamation,  and  as  at  least 
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one  Imlf  of  the  House  arc  opposed  to  till  kinds  of 
nniaIgan)atioii,  I  suppose  that  half  at  least  ought 
to  be  opposed  to  lliis. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  would  inquii;e  of  the  gen- 
tleman whether  the  effect  ofhis  amendment  would 
not  be  to  rcpQal  the  chnitcrs  of  these  State  banks, 
and  whether  he  recognizes  the  power  in  Congress 
to  do  that? 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  The  operation  of  it  is  in- 
tended to  be  just  this,  that  the  moment  a  State 
bank  becomes  a  national  bank  and  is  incorporated 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  it  ceases  to  be  a 
State  bank  altogether. 

I  will  give  in  short  my  reasons  why  I  do  not 
nice  this  mixing  of  jurisdictions  and  of  laws. 
Any  one  who  will  reflect  on  the  curious  kirul  of 
compound  such  a  bank  would  be  will  see  at  once 
that  there  is  reason  in  my  objection.  I  am  not 
willing  that  Congress  shall  enact  a  law  which  a 
State  Legislature  may  repeal,  and  a  State  Legis- 
lature may  rejieal  the  charter  of  one  of  its  own 
banks  the  moment  that  bank  undertakes  to  be- 
come a  national  bank.  1  am  anxious  that  we 
sliall  provide  for  its  becoming  wholly  national,  so 
that  when  the  State  leg  is  knocked  from  under  it 
it  may  not  fall. 

But  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment  on  an- 
other ground,  and  a  material  ground.  I  want  all 
the  national  banks  to  be  on  the  same  footing. 
•This  section  is  intended  to  give  special  privileges 
to  certain  banks.  I  am  unwilling  to  do  that. 
While  I  want  them  to  be  national  banks  I  want 
them  to  be  wholly  so.  I  am  not  willing  for  them 
to  come  under  our  wing  and  become  national 
banks,  retaining  whatever  they  choose  of  their 
own  State  privileges,  as  this  amendment  provides 
for,  and  as,  indeed,  the  section  in  part  seems  to 
provide  for.  I  am  opposed  to  the  section,  but 
not  if  it  be  amended  in  the  manner  proposed  by 
me.  I  want  my  amendment  incorporated  in  the 
section  in  order  that  these  banks  may  become 
wholly  national  banks,  and  may  be  on  the  foot- 
ing with  all  other  national  banks. 

Mr.  PIKE.  Mr.  Chairman,  when  1  made  an 
effort  the  other  day  to  lessen  the  rate  of  interest 
that  these  banks  could  take,  so  as  to  allow  banks 
to  take  the  rate  of  interest  allowed  by  the  Slates 
in  which  they  are  placed,  I  was  told  that  it  was 
contrary  to  the  plan  of  this  bill,  which  is  to  pro- 
vide a  uniform  currency,  and  that  the  currency 
could  not  be  uniform  unless  every  part  and  parcel 
of  this  banking  bill,  in  all  its  operations,  was  uni- 
form. I  suppose  it  is  in  pursuance  of  that  uni- 
formity that  the  gentlemen  who  have  this  bill  in' 
charge  propose  now  to  incorporate  associations 
in  all  the  States  as  they  happen  to  be  made  up,- 
like  the  Bank  of  Commerce  or  any  other  banking 
'institution,  however  exclusive  its  privileges  may 
be  or  however  obnoxious  any  of  the  provisions 
of  its  charter  may  be,  or  however  long  it  may 
hava  been  in  operation.  Whatever  may  be  the 
condition  of  the  association,  it>  is  incorporated, 
by  this  sweeping  amendment,  if  I  understand  it, 
in  this  banking  bill;  and  if  so,  it  would  have  as 
many  colors  as  the  celebrated  coat  of  antiquity. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Broomall's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  move  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  all  after  the  iirst 
word.  I  wish  to  ascertain  what  the  precise  ob- 
ject of  the  amendment  is.  I  believe,  so  far  as  this 
House  is  concerned,  that  the  best  way  of  moving 
toward  any  point  is  in  straight  lines;  and  when- 
ever an  amendment  is  proposed,  I  think  it  is  due, 
in  candor,  to  the  committee,  that  those  who  ofler 
it  or  sustain  it  will  let  us  know  its  precise  object. 
1  would  ask  the  gentleman  who  proposes  this 
amendment  what  ijaiiks  there  are  to  which  this 
amendment  applies.  If  there  are  no  banks  to  which 
it  is  to  apply,  it  is  better  not  to  have  the  legisla- 
tion. If  the  gentleman  will  ans\*^r  that  question 
— as  to  what  banks  this  amendment  is  to  apply — 
he  will  afford  me  a  piece  of  information  which 
will  perhaps  afTect  my  own  action,  and  perhaps 
affect  the  action  of  others. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  am  ready  to  give  the  gen- 
tleman any  information  I  have  on  that  subject. 
I  know  of  no  Ijaiik  but  the  Hank  of  Commerce 
in  New  York  that  would  be  affected  by  it.  That 
Dank  has  been  one  of  the  most  loyal  institutions 
■jf  the  country.  It  hafe  done  more  to  sustain  the 
Government  since  the  rebellion  commenced  than 
iny  other  bank.  Its  directors  are  desirous  of 
coming  in  under  this  law,  but  by  its  articles  of  as- 


sociation no  personal  liability  beyond  the  amount 
of  the  investment  in  the  stock  can  be  put  upon 
the  stockholders.  That  is  one  of  the  fundamental 
articles  of  the  association.  The  bank  cannot  come 
in  under  any  arrangement  that  increases  the 
liability  of  stockholders.  It  has  a  capital  of 
P0,000,000  paid  up,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  useful 
to  bring  that  bank  under  the  provisions  of  this 
bill. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  Then  will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  ask  him  one  further  question.' 
Why  does  he  not  abide  by  the  sixty-third  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  provides  for  this  very  bank .' 
Why  does  he  not  do  that  rather  than  attempt  a 
general  amendment,  which  implies  upon  its  face 
that  there  are  other  objects  to  which  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  House  will  apply? 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  will  remark  to  the  gentle- 
man that  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  taste.  My  only 
reason  for  it  was  that  tliis  was  a  general  law,  and 
that  this  should  be  a  general  provision  applying 
to  any  of  the  banks.  As  I  have  already  stated, 
I  am  not  aware  that  it  would  apply  to  any  other 
than  the  Bank  of  Commerce.  If  it  is  adopted  I 
shall  propose  to  strike  out  the  sixty-third  section, 
which  makes  a  special  provision  for  that  bank. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  doubt  anything  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  says  in  regard  to  the  merits 
of  this  particular  bank;  but  for  one,  I  believe  in  the 
principle  established  in  this  bill, of  personal  lia- 
bility, and  I  ilo  not  believe  in  any  exceptions  to 
be  made  toward  any  capitalists  or  any  corpora- 
tion. 1  can  select  individuals  whom  I  know  per- 
sonally, to  whose  mere  word,  to  whose  honor,  to 
whose  judgment  and  skill  as  bankers  1  would 
yield  more  of  respect,  more  of  faith,  more  of 
credit,  than  I  would  to  any  corporation,  without 
the  individual  liability  clause, formed  under  this 
law. 

Now,  sir,  when  Congress  passes  laws  it'passes 
them  in  regard  to  a  whole  class.  It  passes  them 
with  a  view  of  reaching  general  interests.  I  think 
thus  to  establish  a  rule  here  which  will  apply  to 
a  great  majority  of  individuals,  and  then  to  make 
tin  exception,  will,  by  its  very  terms,  seem  to 
imply  a  censure  upon  all  others  who  may  come 
in  and  claim  the  same  degree  of  loyalty ,  the  same 
degree  of  honesty,  and  the  same  degree  of  merit. 
I  think  it  would  be  highly  improper. 

Mr.  STEBBINS.  I  rise  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  whatever  doubt  exists  in  regard 
to  the  merits  of  the  law  of  1863,  it  strikes  my  un- 
derstanding that  there  should  be  but  little  doubt 
in  the  future  under  a  new  system  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  incorporating  in  the  law  of  1863  or  in 
the  bill  now  before  the  House  the  amendment 
offered  by  my  colleague  on  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

I  understand  the  object  of  this  bill  to  be  to  per- 
fect the  existing  law,  the  law  of  1863, which  during 
the  past  year  has  been  shown  to  be  ineffective 
and  inoperative.  The  sixty-four  sections  of  the 
bill  now  before  the  House  are  the  result  of  the 
thoughtful  deliberations  and  reflections  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Currency  for  the  past  year. 
Me  submits  them  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  a  sub-committee.  The  sub-committee  report, 
after  thoughtful  care,  on  these  suggestions,  and 
arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  in  order  to  perfect 
the  law  of  1863,  these  amendments  are  necessary. 
I  regard  this  bill,  therefore,  as  nothing  more  than 
an  act  amendatory  of  that  law  to  make  it  efficient 
and  operative;  and  hence  1  have  voted  for  every 
one  of  these  amendments  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so, 
and  if  I  am  here  when  the  vote  is  taken,  I  sliall 
vote  for  the  bill.  I  will  not  perpetuate  a  law  in 
all  of  its  recognized  deformity.  I  will  not  perpetu- 
ate a  law  that  arrays  in  direct  antagonism  to  itself 
another  system — the  present  local  State  system 
— which  is  existing  side  by  side  and  must  con- 
tinue to  exist  with  the  other. 

I  can  regard  this  in  no  other  way  than  as  an 
effort  on  the  part  of  Congre.«s  to  render  efficient 
a  law  now  inoperative;  and  hence  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  vote  for  it.  It  becomes  necessary  in 
order  to  make  it  effective  that  the  local  bank  in- 
terests hIimII  be  properly  protected  and  concil- 
iated. One  of  the  first  difficulties  we  meet  with 
is  in  regard  to  the  Bank  of  Commerce.  It  is  a 
large  nnd  powerful  corporation  of  j||10,000,000. 


It  exists  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
It  has  a  large  deposit  line.  It  has  a  brilliant  rec- 
ord in  finance.  It  has  a  capital  of  $10,000,000, 
with  the  right  to  increase  it  to  $20,000,000,  and 
further  to  $50,000,000.  Therefore,  if  it  is  left  out 
to  operate  under  the  action  of  State  laws,  it  is 
clear  that  in  three  or  four  years  it  may  be  found 
in  a  condition  of  antagonism  to  this  system  you 
are  endeavoring  to  establish,  and  be  a  very  heavy 
impediment  in  the  way  of  this  law. 

That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  feel  it  is  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  gather  within  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  such  a  corporation  as  the  Bank  of 
Commerce.  But  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  one  of  the  sections  in  its  or- 
ganic law,  the  articles  of  association,  to  show,  no 
matter  what  may  be  the  feelings  of  the  Bank  of 
Commerce,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  them 
to  pass  under  the  general  law,  and  that  it  must 
necessarily  pass  into  liquidation  unless  it  is  taken 
within  the  limits  of  thislaw.  The  article  to  which 
I  particularly  wish  to  refer  is  this 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin,  by  unanimous 
consent,  withdrew  his  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

And  that  all  the  powers  and  privileges  conferred  by  the 
sixty-third  section  of  this  act  upon  the  Bank  of  Commerce 
in  the  city  of  Now  York,  on  becoming  a  national  associa- 
tion, with  the  exemption  from  individual  liability  of  share- 
holders, shall  be  extended  to  all  other  institutions  organized 
under  this  act. 

I  concur  in  most  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  but  I  would  extend  this 
provision  to  all  other  banks.  I  see  no  reason  why 
this  provision  should  be  given  to  the  Bank  of 
Commerce  when  it  is  impolitic  or  unwise  to  ex- 
tend it  to  other  similar  institutions.  If  the  prin- 
ciple itself  is  wrong  then  it  ought  not  to  be  adopted 
and  applied  to  the  Bank  of  Commerce.  My  col- 
league said,  or  I  understood  him  to  say,  that  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  was  probably  the  only  insti- 
tution that  would  be  affected  by  that  provision. 
He  stated  further  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Banl^f  Commerce  to  organize  under  this  act  un- 
less this  provision  is  inserted.  Now,  if  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  Bank  of  Commerce  to  organize 
under  this  act  without  this  provision,  then  I  think 
there  may  be  some  force  in  the  aiguments  which 
have  been  educed  in  favor  of  extendingthis  privi- 
lege to  that  bank  alone.  But  I  do  not  so  under- 
stand it.  I  understand  the  Bank  of  Commerce 
occupies  precisely  the  same  position  that  any 
other  institution  does  that  is  already  organized 
under  State  laws.  That  it  is  more  important  to 
that  institution  on  account  of  its  magnitude,  on 
account  of  its  complicated  interests,  on  account  of 
its  extended  connections,  to  have  such  a  provision 
as  this  applied  to  it,  I  admit;  but. that  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  for-that  bank  to  organize  under 
this  law  I  do  not  believe,  any  more  tlian  that  it  is 
impossible  for  other  institutions  of  a  similar  char- 
acter to  do  it.  Therefore  I  am  opposed  to  making 
this  exception  in  favor  of  this  bank. 

I  believe  that  if  the  meinbers  of  this  House 
rightly  apprehend  the  effect  of  this  liability  clause 
they  would  certainly  repeal  the  provision  ma- 
king stockholders  liable  beyond  the  amount  of 
their  stock.  Who  are  protected  by  the  law  as 
it  stands  now.'  Nobody  but  the  depositors.  You 
have  provided  that  the  billholders  are  to  be  pro- 
tected. Who  ought  to  be  jirotected  but  the  bill- 
holders?  You  make  the  stockholders,  who,  in  my 
State,  so  far  as  the  banking  institutions  are  con- 
cerned, are  more  than  one  third,  as  the  statistics 
show,  composed  of  widows,  orphans,  and  trustees  ^ 
of  trust  funds,  responsible  and  personally  liable  -^B 
for  doublj;  the  amount  of  their  stock  under  this  law*  ^B 
as  it  now  stands.  And  to  protect  whom?  The 
depositors,  and  nobody  else.  And  who  arc  they? 
They  are  the  business  men;  the  men  who  receive 
favors  from  those  institutions;  men  who  of  all 
others  have  the  best  opportunity  for  knowing 
what  is  going  on  inside  of  banks  and  of  protect- 
ing them.ielves  if  they  choose  to  do  so.  And  these 
innocent  stockholders  who  have  no  voice  in  the 
management  of  the  bank,  and  who  are  not  in  any 
way  responsible  moi-ally  for  the  mismanagement 
of  the  institution,  not  only  lose  all  their  stock  but 
arc  compelled  to  pay  double  the  amount  for  the 
protection  of  these  individuals. 

Now,  1  cannot  believe  that  this  House  means 
to  bo  BO  unjust  to  these  innocent  stockholders  as 
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to  compel  tliem  to  make  up  the  losses  of  depos- 
itors. It  lias  been  a  cardinal  principle,  so  far  as 
the  banks  of  Massachusetts  are  concerned,  that 
the  stockholders  shall  be  liable  for  the  protection 
of  the  billholders  to  iheextentof  the  stock  taken. 
That  has  been  the  understanding  which  has  been 
carried  out  by  statutory  enactments  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  for  many  years.  It  compels 
the  stockholders  to  protect  the  billholders  to  the 
extent  of  the  stock  by  each  holder,  but  nothing 
beyond. 

Mr.  STEBBFNS.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  to  imply  from  his  remarks 
that  if  he  were  satisfied  that  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce could  not  under  its  articles  of  association 
pass  from  a  State  into  a  national  institution,  he 
would  be  willing  to  withdraw  his  objection  to 
this  provision  so  far  as  that  bank  is  concerned. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  The  gentleman  misunderstands 
me.  I  am  willing  to  make  the  principle  suggested 
applicable  to  all  banks  situated  as  that  bank  is, 
applicable  to  all  State  banks.  But  the  particulcft- 
point  to  which  I  was  speaking  was  that  the  stock- 
holders of  these  banks  ought  to  be  protected 
against  the  depositors,  though  not  against  the 
billholders. 

Mr.  STEBBINS.  In  respect  to  the  position 
of  ihisparticular  bank,  if  the  gentleman  will  listen 
for  a  moment  to  the  fourth  sectionof  article  twelve 
of  the  articles  of  association,  he  will  see  that 
for  all  practical  purposes  it  is  entirely  impossible 
for  the  Bank  of  Commerce  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  this  bill  and  become  a  national  institu- 
tion in  consequence  of  its  special  provisions  in 
regard  to  personal  liability.  The  section  to  which 
I  have  referred  reads: 

"Sec. 4.  No  change  shall  be  made  in  these  articles, nor 
shall  tlie  directors  conseiit  to  or  accept  any  act  of  incor- 
poration, or  legislative  provision,  whereby  the  rights,  reme- 
dies, or  security  of  the  existing  creditors  of  the  association 
shall  be  woaitencd  or  impaired,  or  vvh'ereby  any  sliarc- 
liolder  sliall  bo  rendered  liable  in  his  indiviilual  capacity 
for  any  contract,  debt,  or  engagement  of  the  association." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  these  articles  of  associa- 
tion were  adopted  about  the  year  1839.  Every 
gentleman  will  see  that  under  this  section  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Bank  of  Commerce  by  its 
board  of  directors  to  accept  of  any  change  under 
which  the  obligations  of  the  stockholdens  shall  be 
changed,  as  they  would  be  changed  by  accepting 
the  terms  of  this  law,  without  the  unanimous 
consent  otf  all  the  stockholders. 

This  institution  has  been  in  existence  now  for 
about  twenty-six  years,  and  this  is  now  its  finan- 
cial condition.  In  the  first  place  there  are  over 
twenty-two  hundred  shareholders;  about  one 
third  of  the  capital  stock  is  held  to-day  in  the  six 
New  England  States;  but  there  are  shareholders 
all  over  the  world;  they  are  in  England  and  France, 
in  the  British  prorinccs,  in  Greece^in  Asia,  in 
Mexico,  in  South  America,  iu  twenty  States  and 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  in  fact  in 
every  part  of  the  globe.  There  are  over  seven 
hundred  female  stockholders,  widows,  orphans' 
trusts,  &c,,  in  small  sums,  and  to^nable  the  bank 
to  accept  tiie  conditions  of  tliis  law  it  would  be 
compelled  to  dissolve  and  pay  to  its  shareholders 
every  d6Ua.v  of  their  investment,  and  then  reunite 
only  by  fragmentary  portions  of  its  old  share- 
holders into  a  national  bank,  or  to  obtain  the  as- 
sent of  every  shareholder.  In  the  event,  then,  of 
the  aiiopiioM  of  any  legislation  breaking  down  the 
State  institutions,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  only 
chance  there  is  for  this  bank  to  continue  to  exist 
is  under  this  law,  and  in  the  adoption  of  some  pro- 
vision such  as  is  provided  for  under  this  section. 

Now,  sir,  I  understand  that  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce is  perfectly  satisfied  with  its  condition  as 
a  State  institution;  there  is  no  special  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  stockholders  to  accomplish  any 
change,  but  that,  at  the  same  time,  they  are  will- 
ing to  pass  into  the  new  law.  They  are  willing 
to  show  by  their  example  what  they  conceive  to 
be  the  value  of  this  new  national  system.  So 
that  it  is  a  cjuestion  whether  it  is  not  for  the  in- 
terest of  this  Congress,  in  case  they  adopt  such 
a  system  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  this  insti- 
•  tution  to  come  under  its  general  provisions,  to 
iTfflke  an  exception  in  this  instance  by  which  they 
will  obtain  the  influence  wliich  such  an  institution 
would  exert. 

There  is  another  ground  on  which  I  present 
tins  question.  This  bank  presents  such  a  liistory 
in  re.<!pect  to  its  balance  sheets  as  no  other  bank 
in  this  country,  or  perhaps  any  other  in  America, 


will  show.     Its  balance  sheet  for  March  21, 1864, 
exhibits  the  following  condition  of  it:    . 

Amount  of  loans  and  discounted  bills ^■2,686,059  96 

Remaining  part  of  New  York  .State 
stock  deposited  with  bank  department 
for  redemption  of  old  circulating 

notes . . . ; $9,000  OU 

Less  for  such  notes  outstand- 
ing  ,-..  1,705  00 

-     . — ^^ 7.295  00 

Balances  with  bahkers  in  London  and  Paris, 

exclusive  pf  premium  of  exchange 107,017  .59 

Real  estate,  banking-house  and  lot 300,000  00 

Investments  in  United  States  securities,  at 
par,  namely; 

7  3-10   per  cent.   Treasury   notes,  con- 
vertible  into   6    per   cent,    stock    of 

1881 $4,246,000  00 

6  per  cent,  stock,  payable 

in  1881 3,987,000  00 

6  per  cent,  stock,  payable 

in  1867  and  1868 152,000  00 

5  per  cent,  stock,  payable 

inl865., 90,000  00 

5  per  cent,  interest-bear- 
ing legal-lender  Treas- 
ury notes 4,426,000  00 

5  per  cent,  certificates  of 

deposit 1,160.000  00 

'■ ■     14,061,000  00 

Cash  Items,  namely : 
Notes  of  oth(!r  banks   and 

checks , $6,062.904  50 

United    Slates   legal-tender 

notes , 1,7.51,159  00 

Clearing-house  certificates..        120,000  00 


Specie     belonging     to    the 
bank .§1,122,.530  00 

Specie  belong- 
ing to  depos- 
itors  r.      411,912  51 


7,934,063  50 


1,534,442  51 


Expenses  since  Ist  January,  1864. 


9,468,506  01 
12,301  91 


$25,642,180  4i 


Capital  stock.    Full  shares  and  all  paid  up.. $10,000,000  00 
Discount  and  interest  since   Ist  January, 

1864,  and  profits >      1,192,647  98 

Deposits.  Individual $12,389,119  09 

Do         Of  other  banks...      3,030,584  10 

. •   15,419,703  19 

Dividends  unpaid 29,829  30 

At  the  present  cinrent  market  value  of  the 
United  States  stocks  and  7  3-10  Treasury 
notes,  the  premium  on  Ihcm  may  justly  bo 
estimated  at  an  amount  exceeding  one  mil- 
lion dollars,  in  addition  to  the  profits,  aa 
sliown  in  this  statement.  '  No  premium  is 
estimated  on  the  gold  belonging  to  the  bank. 


$26,642,180  47 


Bank  of  Commerce  in  New  York,  March  21,  1864. 
JOHN  A.  STEVENS,  Prasulent. 
■    HENRY  F.  VAIL,  Cashier. 

The  amount  of  loans  and  discounted  bills  is 
about  two  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Almost  the  entire  balance  of  their  capital  and  their 
entire  sinking  fund  and  some  portion  of  their  de- 
po.sits  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  million 
dollars  are  now  invested  in  Government  secui'i- 
ties,  and  they  show  themselves  to-day  to  be  a  na- 
tional institution  in  the  broadest  and  most  gener- 
ous.sense,  and  that  is  a  thing  which  I  think  this 
Flouse  ought  to  keep  in  view  in  settling  a  ques- 
tion of  this  character. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  to  it  the  following: 

Provi/lcd,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  exempt  such  incorporations  from  general  lia- 
bility under  the  thirty-sixth  section  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  offer  this  amendment  sim])ly 
for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Stebbins]  in 
favor  of  exempting  the  Bank  of  Commerce  from 
the  liabilities  which  this  bill  imposes  upon  all 
other  State  banks  proposing  to  come  in  under  its 
provisions.  His  argument  is  simply  this,  that 
the  Bank  of  Commerce  has  become  a  powerful  in- 
stitution, controlling  to  a  very  considerable  ex- 
tent, and  to  an  extent  equal  to  any  other  bank  in 
the  world,  the  finances  of  the  country.  He  under- 
takes to  show  that  the  reason  why  it  cannot  come 
in  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill, subject  to  the 
liabilities  imposed  by  it,  is  that  the  business  of 
the  bank  has  become  so  diffused  and  so  extensive 
thatitis  impossible  for  thein  to  get,  under  their  arti- 
cles of  association ,  the  consent  of  the  shareholders. 

Well,  sir,  if  that  be  true,  it  is  no  argument  why 


the  bank  should  be  exempted  from  the  liabilities 
imposed  upon  other  banks. 

Mr.  STEBBINS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  say  a  word  ? 

Mr.  J.  C.ALLEN.  I  cannot  yield;  I  have  not 
time. 

Sir,  if  the  shareholders  reside  in  South  Amer- 
ica, or  in  China,  or  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
that  is  no  reason  why  their  assent  to  this  act  can- 
not be  obtained,  provided  the  shareholders  them- 
selves are  willing  to  incur  the  liability  provided 
for  in  this  bill.  If  they  are  not  willing  to  incur 
that  liability,  and  will  not  give  their  consent  to 
the  directors,  then  thNy  ought  not  to  be  permit- 
ted to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  this  b'ill. 

Sir,  the  bill  is  designed  to  hold  out  to  these  cor- 
porations inducements  to  come  in  under  this  sys- 
tem; and  the  benefits  it  confers  are  suificient  to 
induce  the  shareholders,  wherever  I  he^  may  live, 
to  agree  that  the  association  shall  come  in  and 
organize  under  it. 

It  is  no  argument  to  say  that  by  their  articles 
of  association  they  cannot  come  in  without  the 
consent  of  the  shareholders.  That  consent  can 
be  obtained  if  the  shareholders  are  willing  to  in- 
cur the  responsibilities  imposed  by  this  bill.  The 
questio/i  is  not  as  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  ' 
assent  of  the  shareholders,  but  as  to  their  readi- 
ness to  incur  these  responsibilities,  because,  I  re- 
peat, their  assent  can  be  obtained.  It  may  b^ 
somewhat  difficult,  and  may  put  them  to  some 
trouble,  to  get  the  assent  of  the  shareholders;  but 
whether  the  shareholders  be  men  or  women,  it 
can  be  obtained  ill  time.  Let  them  bitle  their 
time,  and  take  the  necessary  steps  to  obtain  that 
consent,  and  then  come  in  under  the  law,  occu- 
pying the  same  position  as  the  other  corporations 
of  the  country  occupy  under  the  law. 

It  is  no  argument  in  favor  of  conferring  upon 
them  exclusive  privileges  that,  as  tlie  gentleman 
says,  they  wield  a  capital  of  $20,000,000  now, 
with  the  right  to  increase  it  to  §50,000, 000,  to  be- 
come a  mammoth  corporation  controlling  the 
Government  and  the  whole  monetary  interests -of 
the  country.  They  get  their  dividends  twice  a 
year  and  enjoy  all  the  benefits  and  privileges 
which  any  other  corporation  enjoys,  and  you  in- 
vite them  in  under  this  bill,  subject  to  the  same 
liabilities  that  you  impose  on  other  corporations. 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  fact  that  they  wield 
such  tremendotTS  power,  such  an  enormous  capi- 
tal, is  no  reason  why  they  should  come  in  with 
exclusive  privileges  under  this  bill'and  swallow 
up  and  break  down  all  the  smaller  institutions  of 
the  country.  It  is  an  argument  which  cannot 
stand  the  testof  reason.  It  is  an  argumentrather 
that  these  banks  should  not  be  permitted  to  come 
in  here  with  privileges  which  do  not  pertain  .to 
otlicr  banking  institutions  in  the  country. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
think  it  is  well  to  understand  the  precise  character 
of  the  amendment  that  we  are  debating,  and  which, 
I  think,  has  been  perhaps  a  little  misapprehended. 
It  is  not  a  provision  of  an  exceptional  character. 
It  is  one  to  provide  for  a  particular  class  of  cases. 
Every  case  similar  to  that  of  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce is  covered  by  the  amendment.  It  is  not  the 
exception  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce  from  the  gen- 
eral [irovisions  applicable  to  other  banks;  it  is  the 
making  a  provision  applicable  to  a  class  of  cases. 
Whether  they  are  one  or  many  is  wholly  imma- 
terial to  the  question.  It  provides  that  when  the 
articles  of  any  association  prohibit  a  particular 
article  to  be  changed,  that  that  article  shall  not  be 
changed  by  anything  in  this  law.  There  happens 
to  be  in  the  articles  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce  one 
such  provision.  There  may  be  analogous  provis- 
ions in  the  articles  of  association  of  otii-er  bankfr: 
Wherever  there  is  such  a  prohibition  on  the  di- 
rectors, to  accept  any  act  of  incorporation  or  make 
any  modification  of  their  articles,  that  is  protected 
by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Hooper.]  There  is,  therefore,  no 
inequality,  and  there  is  no  exception.  Exception 
means  to  take  one  thing  out  of  the  clasisi  to  which  it 
belongs. 

The  question,  therefore,  is  whether,  since  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  cannot,  under  its  existing  ar- 
ticles of  association,  accept  the  benefits  or  assume 
the  burdens  of  the  national  bank  law,  which  we 
arc  about  to  pass,  wo  will  drive  that  corporation 
into  liquidation,  thereby  losing  the  beimlits  of  its 
immense  power  and  its  immense  capital  us  a  sup- 
port to  the  national  organization  that  wc  ate  nov/ 
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creatinjr;  or  svliethiT,  by  a  modification  which 
does  liarni  to  nobody,  we  will  allow  it,  and  all 
others  similarly  situated — without  altering  that 
particular  section — lo  take  part  in  the  benefits  of 
the  law.  I  confess  1  foresee  a  serious  struggle  to 
take  place  between  the  banks  that  we  are  provid- 
ing for  and  the  existing  State  organizations.  It 
is  impossible  that  the  State  institutions  can  be 
allowed  to  stand  side  by  side  with  those  that  we 
are  about  to  create.  It-  is  plain  that  either  in  this 
bill  or  in  the  tax  bill  stringent  provisions  will  be 
adopted  to  drive  from  existence  the  State  institu- 
tions, unless  we  mean  that  the  increasing  plethora 
of  currency  shall  bring  jjn  a  desolating  revulsion 
like  that  of  1837.  If  we  are  to  have  that  contest 
1  believe  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  secure  to  our 
side  the  greatest  and  most  powerful  money  cor- 
poration in  the  United  States.  When  we  are 
having  war  I  am  for  getting  on  my  side  all  the 
allies  that  it  is  possible  to  get;  and  when  I  can 
get  this  ally  by  simply  providing  for  the  whole 
class  of  cases  to  which  it  belongs,  I  think  we 
should  adopt  that  provision,  unless  there  be  some- 
thing inherently  improper  in  it. 

Now,  is  there  anything  wrong  in  saying  that 
when  persons  have  formed  an  association  arid 
bound  themselves  not  to  allow  a  change  in  the  rule 
as  to  jiersonal  liability  that  rule  may  be  respected.' 
Is  there  any  such  groat  necessity  for  insisting  on 
.personal  liability  ofstockholdersasthat  weshould 
retuse  to  modify  it  in  a  particular  instance? 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Alley.]  I  am  opposed  myself  to  the 
principle  ofindividual  responsibility.  Itisa  need- 
less tram  meling  of  innocent  persons.  But  whether 
right  or  wrong,  1  am  willing  to  do  anything  that 
inay  be  thought  best  in  favor  of  strengthening  this 
bill  and  the  banks  that  are  to  be  organized  under 
it  in  the  impending  conflict  with  the  State  insti- 
tutions. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN  withdrew  his  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  my  colleague  by  adding  to  it  as  follows: 
That  all  flio  powers  and  privileges  conferred  by  the  six- 
ty-third section  oftliis  act  upon  the  "Bank  of  (Commerce,  in 
tlie  eily  of  New  York,  on  becoming  a  national  association, 
with  the  e\cni|ition  from  individual  liability  of  sharehold- 
ers ami  all  oilier  powers  and  privileges  contained  in  the 
articlis  of  association  of  the  said  Bank  of  Commerce,  in 
the  eily  of  "Nf.w  York,  be  granted  to  and  conferred  upon  all 
banks,  banking  associations,  and  corporaiions  organized 
and  rloing  business  under  the  law  of  any  State,  Territory, 
or  District  of  ^le  United  States  on  becoming  associations 
OS  proviili:d  by  this  act. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  It  will  be  observed  that  this 
amendment  is  very  similar  to  the  one  which  has 
already  been  voted  on,  though  not  precisely  like 
it.  1  offer  it  in  this  form  because  several  gentle- 
men around  me  have  said  that  they  would  have 
voted  for  that  prof)osition  if  they  had  understood 
it  correctly.  I  did  not  think  when  the  vote  was 
taken  that  it  was  fully  comprehended.  I  called 
for  a  division  upon  it,  but  was  told  that  it  was  too 
late. 

1  will  say,  also,  that  I  desire  to  see  who  in  this 
House  is  in  favor  of  granting  this  privilege  to  the 
Bank  of  Ccjmmercc  and  of  refusing  it  to  all  other 
associations  under  this  law. 

I  can  conceive,  of  course,  how  gentlemen  may 
be  in  favor  of  granting  this  privilege  exclusively 
to  the  Bank  of  Commerce  if  they  cannot  do  any 
better;  but  how  any  fair-minded  man  can  now  be 
in  favor  of  extending  that  privilege  to  the  Bank 
of  Commerce  and  of  refusing  it  to  all  other  asso- 
ciations of  a  similar  character  I  cannot  under- 
stand. It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  again  offer 
in  Bub.stancc  the  same  amendment,  and  call  for  a 
division  upon  it  when  the  vote  is  taken. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  did  not  conceive,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, when  this  proposition  was  first  presented, 
that  anything  serious  was  intended  by  it.  But 
finding  that  1  was  mistaken  I  wAnt  gentlemen  on 
my  right,  who  appear  to  be  so  much  taken  by  the 
proposition,  to  reflect  for  a  moment  on  it.  The 
proposition  simply  is  to  establish  two  classes  of 
bunks  by  virtue  of  the  bill  under  consideration. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  1  rise  to  a  Question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  is  di.icussing  the  amendmont  of 
my  colleague  and  not  the  amendment  immediately 
pending  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  PRICE.  1  am  discussing  the  amendment 
now  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  My  amendment  involves  no 
such  reHult. 

Mr.  PRICE.    I  repeat,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 


proposition  now  before  us  is  to  tnake  two  classes 
of  banks  under  this  bill.  In  the  first  place,  I  ob- 
ject to  this  proposition  because  it  is  based  upon 
the  supposition  tiiat  the  sixty-third  section  of  this 
bill  will  pass  the  House,  which  I  do  not  believe 
will  ever  occur.  But,  sir,  if  that  section  is  not  to 
be  stricken  out,  then  this  jiroposition  may  come 
in  properly  as  an  amendment  to  it,  and  that  is  the 
only  point  in  the  bill  whei'e  it  can  properly  come 
in.  If  this  favoritism  is  to  be  extended  to  one 
bank,  the  amendincnt  of  the  gentleman  extending 
the  same  favor  to  other  State  banks  may  be  a 
matter  of  justice  as  between  it  and  them. 

But,  sir,  I  ask  gentlemen  to  consider  the  prop- 
osition which  is  before  us.  We  have  organized, 
or  will  have  organized  if  we  pass  this-bill,  a  class 
of  banks,  the  stockholders  of  which  are  individ- 
ually liable  to  the  extent  of  twice  the  amount  of 
the  slock  held  by  them.  Tliis  proposition  is  to 
give  to  a  class  of  banks  now  existing  in  the  States, 
whose  stockholders  are  held  liable  to  only  one  half 
the  proportionate  ainount,  the  same  privileges. 

Now,  1  want  to  know  if  gentlemen  are  prepared 
to  go  before  the  country  with  a  law  incorporating 
a  bank  with  a  capital  of  !tJ100,000,  the  stockhold- 
ers of  which  are  individually  liable  to  the  extent 
of  $200,000,  and  of  organizing  another  bank  on 
the  opposite  corner  of  the  same  street,  with  the 
same  capital,  the  stockholders  of  which  are  indi- 
vidually liable  to  the  extent  of  only  $100,000.'  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  any  such  propo- 
sition can  be  seriously  entertained.  I  desire  to 
enter  my  solemn  protest  to  be  recorded  here  that 
it  may  appear  hereafter  against  any  such  propo- 
sition as  that. 

Again,  sir,  no  man  or  woman  is  compelled  to  in- 
vest money  in  bank  stock.  No  man  is  compelled 
to  become  a  stockholder  in  a  national  bank,  and 
•therefore  the  question  does  not  arise,  as  it  would 
if  they  were  compelled  so  to  invest  their  money 
in  these  particular  banks, as  to  whether  we  do  in-» 
justice  by  making  them  individually  liable  to  the 
bill-holders  and  depositors  of  the  banks.  It  is  at 
their  option  how  they  shall  invest  their  money, 
but  I  submit  that  Congress  ought  to  provide  that 
if  they  invest  in  these  national  banking  associa- 
tions they  shall  be  bound  for  their  liabilities  as 
any  other  man  in  any  other  business  corporation 
is  liable. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  STEVENS.  This  thing  has  '«  run  emp- 
teus"  for  some  time.  [Laughter.]  I  move  that 
the  committee  rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing 
debate. 

On  a  division  there  were — ayes  55,  noes  44. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Rollins,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  Union  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  na- 
tional currency  secured  by  a  pledge  of  United 
States  stocks,  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation 
and  redemption  thereof,  and  had  come  to  no. con- 
clusion thereon. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  when  the  commit- 
tee shall  again  resume  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order  all  debate  shall  be  closed  in  one 
minute  on  the  pending  section. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  demanded  tlie  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  ai^irmative — yeas  69,  nays  42;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ash- 
ley, Jdlin  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beanian,  Blaine,  Boutwcll, 
Boyd,  IJroomall,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark, 
Cohb,  Cole,  Henry  VVinler  Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs, 
Kckley,  Kliot,  Frank,  Goocli,  Grimiell,  Hale,  Uigby, 
Hooper,  llotchkiss,  Asahcl  VV.  Hubbard,  Mulburd,  Jcnckes, 
Julian,  Kassoii,  Francis  W.KcHlogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan, 
Longyear,  McBridc,  McClmg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moor- 
head,  Morrill,  Amos  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orthf 
Patterson,  l'erhani,l'ike,  I'omeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Ilan- 
(lall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Kollins,  Seofi<ld, 
Shannon,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Tliaycr,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van 
Valktmburgh,  William  B.  Washburn,  Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  Windoin,  and  Woodbridge— (i!). 

NAY.S— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown, 
Clianler,  t)awson,  Kden,  KIdridge,  English,  Finck,  Gri<ler, 
Griswolrl,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Henlck,  Hol- 
man,  Philip  Johnson,  Kalblleisch,  Knnpp,  1-aw,  Long, 
MeKinni'y,  Mlddleton,  James  K.  Morris,  Odell,  Joint 
n'Ncill,  Pendleton,  Samuel  J.Itandall,  Koblnson,  Hogers, 
Scon,  Stcbl)liis,John  B.Steele,  Slrouse,  Sweat,  Voofheea, 
Ward,  Wheeler,  Wlnlield,  and  Yeainan— 43i 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Rollins, 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration,  as  a  special  order,  of  the  bill  (H.R. 
No.  333)  to  provide  a  national  currency  secured 
by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  circulation  and  redemption  thereof. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Cl^iir- 
man,  debate  has  been  ordered  to  be  closed  on  the 
pentJing  section  in  one  minute,  and  in  that  time 
I  want  to  make  one  observation  for  the  informa- 
tion of  members  of  the  House.  I  think  that  we 
should  not  create  a  distinction  between  the  banks, 
and  in  proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  position  I 
have  taken,  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  petition  of  forty- 
seven  other  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  ask- 
ing that  this  provision  shall  be  extended  to  them 
under  this  act.  Then,  sir,  this  House  must  re- 
gard that  petition  as  a  protest  against  granting 
the  privilege  to  the  Bank  of  Commerce  only. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman's  time  has 
expired. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  modify  my  amendment  as 
follows: 

Provided,  however.  That  the  stockholders  of  the  banking 
associations  organized  under  this  act  shall  not  be  person- 
ally liable. 

I  demand  tellers  on  the  amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Steele,  of 
New  York,  and  Alley  were  appointed. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected; 
the  tellers  having  reported — ayes  45,  noes  52. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Hooper's 
amendment. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  demanded 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Hooper  and 
J.  C.  Allen  were  appointed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  the  tellers  hav- 
ing reported — ayes  49,  noes  32. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  to  add  the  following: 

^nd  provided  further,  That  the  individual  liability  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act  shall  not  be  impaired. 

On  a  division  there  were — ayes  40,  noes  53. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messr^  Holman 
and  Beaman  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  45,  noes  46;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  roll  was  then  called;  and  the  following 
members  failed  to  answer  to  their  names: 

Messrs.  Ames,  Arnold,  Baily,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Jacob 
B.  Blair,  Bliss,  Blow,  Brandegce,  Ambrose  W.  Clark, 
Freeman  Clarke,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crcswell,  Henry 
Winter  Davi»,  Dawes,  Deniing,  Denison,  Dumont,  Edger- 
ton,  Farnsworth,  Feuton,  Ganson,  Garfield,  Hale,  Hard- 
ing, Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Holman,  John 
H.  Hubbard,  Ilutchins,  William  Johnson,  Julian,  Kelley, 
Kernan,  Knapp,  Le  Blond,  Littlejohn,  Marvin,  McAllister, 
McDowell,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,Williain  H.  Miller, 
Daniel  Morris,  Morrison,  Leonard  Myers,  Nelson,  Noble, 
Norton,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Radford,  John  H.  Rice, 
Ross,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smilhers,  Starr, 
Stebhins,  William  G.  Steele,  Sweat,  Thomas,  Van  Valken- 
burgh,  Wadsworth,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  Webster,  Chil- 
ton A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Benjamin  Wood,  and 
Fernando  Wood. 

The  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Rollins,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, reportctj  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  oriJer, 
had  the  Union  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  333)  to  piovitJe  a  na- 
tional currency  secured  by  a  pledge  of  United 
States  slocks,  and  lo  provide  for  the  circulation 
and  redemption  thereof;  and  tlie  committee  find- 
ing itself  without  a  quorum  had  caused  the  roll  to 
be  called,  and  directed  him  to  note  the  absentees 
and  report  them  to  the  House.. 

A  quorum  having  appeared,  the  committee' re- 
sumed its  session. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected;  the  tellers 
having  reported — ayes  45,  noes  57. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  move  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing: 

And  any  State  bank  which  is  a  stockholder  in  any  dtlier 
bank  by  authorily  of  State  lawa  may  continue  to  hold  Itl 
stock,  ihongh  either  bank  or  both  may  be  organized  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  HOOPER.     I  move  lo  amend  the  forty- 
fifth  section  by  inserting  after  the  word  '•bonds," 
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in  the  ele-venth  line,  the  words  "  and  otherwise," 
BO  that  the  clause  shall  read: 

And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  require  of  the 
Bssociations  thus  designated  satisfaetory  security  by  the 
deposit  of  United  Status  bonds  and  otherwise  for  the  safe- 
keeping, &c. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman what  the  effect  of  that  amendment  is.  The 
security  now  required  of  these  depositaries  is  the 
bonds  of  the  United  States;  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  proposes  to  insert  the  words  "  or 
otherwise"  after  the  word  "bonds;"  that  is  to 
say,  the  security  shall  either  be  bonds  of  the  Gov- 
ernment or  such  other  security  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  require.  What  other  security 
does  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  refer  to.' 

Mr.  HOOPER.  By  the  present  arrangement 
'  or  rules  of  the  Department,  the  Secretary  requires 
a  personal  bond  in  addition  to  the  deposit  of  Uni- 
ted States  stock,  and  it  was  to  cover  that  point 
that  I  offered  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  words  are  "  and  other- 
wise," not  "  or  otherwise." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  forty- 
fifth  section  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

But  the  deposits  made  by  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
witli  any  association  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  the  par 
value  of  the  bonds  deposited  by  such  association  as  secur- 
ity under  the  provisions  of  this  .section. 

If  these  banks  aj-e  to  be  made  depositories,  it 
is  very  desirable  that  the  security  should  be  ample, 
and  beyond  the  control  of  any  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  very  unsafe 
to  allow  a  system  of  favoritism  to  grow  up.  The 
deposits  of  public  funds  in  these  banks  should  be 
on  ample  security.  If  the  security  is  to  be  these 
bonds,  well  and  good;  but  let  the  bonds  at  least 
be  equal  at  par  value  to  the  amount  of  the  whole 
deposit.  This  will  be  the  great  fault  of  this  sys- 
tem, I  apprehend.  You  make  these  banks  the 
depositories  of  the  entire  surplus  funds  of  the 
Government,  and  unless  a  rigid  principle  of  se- 
curity is  adopted  a  system  of  favoritism  will  in- 
evitably grow  up.  To  avoid  that  the  security 
should  be  ample. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  Isuggest  to  the 
gentleman  that  he  modify  his  amendment  so  that 
it  shall  read: 

^liall  not  exceed  the  par  value  of  the  bonds  of  the  United 
States  deposited  by  them,  tinlcss  the  market  value  be  less 
than  the  par  value,  and  then  shall  not  exceed  the  par  value. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  objection  to  that  would 
be  this:  the  funds  deposited  would  be  based  upon 
the  bonds;  and  hence  i  think  the  par  value  alone 
should  be  taken  into  consideration;  As  a  matter 
of  course,  these  bonds  could  not  be  below  par 
value  with  reference  to  the  currency;  that  is,  un- 
less we  should  resume  specie  payment.  Of  course 
it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  provide  for  that  in 
this  system. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  What  do  you  mean  by 
"  currency.'" 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    Legal-tender  notes. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ordered  tellers  on  the 
amendment,  and  appointed  Mr.  Holman  and 
Mr.  Orth. 

The  committee  divided;and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  29,  noes  65. 

.So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  move  to  amend  the 
fo»ty-fifth  section  by  striking  out,  in  lines  three, 
four,  and  five,  the  words  "shall  be  depositories 
of  public  money,  except  receipts  from  customs, 
under  such  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  they  may 
also,"  and  inserting  "may  be;"  also,  in  lines 
seven  and  eight,  by  striking  out  the  words  "de- 
positories of  public  moneys  and  financial,"  and 
inserting  "such;"  also,  by  striking  out  of  line 
eight  the  words  "of  the  d-overnment;"  also,  by 
Btrikin*  out  of  line  ten  the  words  "  thus  desig- 
natetj,"  and  inserting  "so  employed;"  and  by 
striking  out  of  lines  eleven  and  twelve  the  words 
"  for  the  safe-keeping  and  prompt  payment  of  the 
public  money  deposited  with  them;"  so  that  the 
section  will  read: 

.^lul  he  it  further  enacted,  That  ai'.  associations  under 
tliiH  act,  when  designated  for  that  purpose  by  the  Secretary 
of  iheS'reasury,  may  be  employed  as  iinaiicial  agents  of  the 
Governnienl,  ami  they  shall  perform  all  such  reasonable 
duties  as  such  agents  as  may  be  required  of  th(!m.  And 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  rc<|Uire  of  the  associa- 
tions so  employed  satisfactory  security  by  the  deposit  of 
United  States  bonds,  and  for  the  lailliful  performance  of 
Iheli  duties  a»  financial  agents  of  tlio  Govorninent. 


The  committee  will  readily  see  what  my  object 
is  in  offering  this  amendment.  It  is  to  take  from 
the'  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  power  of  mak- 
ing these  institutions  the  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic money.  In  the  first  place  we  have  in  the  sev- 
eral parts  of  the  country  depositories  now  exist- 
ing, the  Treasury  here  at  Washington,  and  the 
offices  of  Assistant  Secretaries  atdifferent  parts  of 
the  country.  We  can  have  no  better  security  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money. 

My  objection  to  this  provision  as  reported  by 
the  committee  is,  that  it  inevitably  locks  up  many 
millions  of  dollars — I  cannot  say  how  many  mil- 
lions— and  it  will  lead,  I  believe,  to  political  and 
financial  corruption;  and  I  cannot  say.  when  and 
how  much.  And  tlierefore  I  think, in  organizing 
a  great  system  of  banking  like  this,  we  should 
adhere  to  a  well-settled  principle,  and  avoid  if  we 
may  those  evils  which,  in  the  experience  of  the 
country,  have  been  found  very  serious. 

Now  there  is  no  reason  why,  in  New  Eng- 
land, when  we  have  an  Assistant  Treasurer  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  any  banks  should  t)e  depositories 
of  the  public  money.  There  is  no  reason  in  the 
State  of  New  York  orelsewhere.  I  believe  that, 
as  we  need  the  revenue  as  fast  asit  is  collected  to 
reduce  our  interest  and  meet  the  daily  expenses  of 
the  Government,  weshould  not  deposit  one  dollar 
in  these  banks,  but  put  it  all  into  the  Treasury 
and  sub-Treasuries  where  it  may  be  used  by  the 
Government.  If  it  is  to  be  withdrawn  from  the 
banks  as  soon  as  deposited,  then  it  will  be  of  no 
advantage  to  them.  If  it  is  to  remain  in  the 
banks,  then  it  will  be  an  injury  and  an  expense 
to  the  Government.  My  amendment  leaves  the 
section  in  such  shape  that  the  banks  may  be  em- 
ployed as  financial  agentsTor  the  negotiation  of 
bonds,  or  any  other  purpose  for  which  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  may  require  their  aid ;  but 
the  public  money  collected  by  taxes  levied  on  the 
people  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of 
the  Governmentshould  be  deposited  in  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  country,  and  applied  to  the  public  serv- 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  this  a  very  perni- 
cious amendment.  If  a  national"  bank,  secured 
as  these  are  to  be,  is  not  a  fit  and  proper  place 
for  the  collector  of  taxes  in  the  vicinity  to  deposit 
his  money  until  such  time  as  it  is  to  be  drawn  out 
by  the  Governinentfor  its  use,  we  had  better  have 
no  such  banks  at  all.  It  seems  to  me  that  to  re- 
quire that  all  these  taxeaphall  at  once  be  depos- 
ited in  a  sub-Treasury  out  of  the  way  of  the 
country  where  they  are  collected  would  create 
trouble  and  inconvenience  which  ought  to  be 
avoided.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  be  rejected, 
as  others  less  mischievous  have  been. 

Mr.  WARD.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  last  word".  I  desire  to 
express  my  approval  of  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman fr&in  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Boutwell.]  If 
there  is  one  point  upon  which  the  judgment  of  the 
people  has  become  confirmed  it  is  in  the  approval 
of  the  sub-Troasury  system.  Itiswell  known  to 
this  honorable  body  that  there  was  a  long  contest 
between  political  parties  as  to  the  proper  depos- 
itories of  the  public  money,  and  that  it  terminated 
in  the  triuinph  of  tha't  system  which  has  since 
worked  so  well  for  the  public  interests. 

This  section  in  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  is  virtually  a  repeal 
of  the  sub-Treasury  act,  by  permitting  the  Gov- 
ernment to  deposit  its  funds  with  special  banks, 
thus  creating  another  prolific  source  of  increased 
loans,  discounts,  favoritism,  centralization,  and 
power;itproposes  to  revive  substantially  the  State 
bank  system  for  deposits  of  Government  money. 
Its  revival  will  be  attended  by  all  the  disastrous 
results  that  followed  the  change  from  the  United 
States  Bank  to  the  memorable  scheme  which  has 
hitherto  served  as  a  beacon  and  warning. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  well  known  that  after  the 
removal  of  the  deposits  in  1833  to  the  State  banks, 
there  was  immediately  an  enormous  inflation  and 
a  great  expansion  in  the  number  of  banks  and 
banking  capital  of  the  country.  The  history  of 
that  period  is  extremely  suggestive,  and  should 
be  borne  in  mind  at  the  present  time.  The  with- 
drawal of  the  public  deposits  from  the  United 
States  Bank  took  place  in  October,  1833.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1834,  tl»e  bank  loans  arid  discounts  amounted 
to  $324,119,499,  but  at  the  corresponding  date  in 
1837,  the  pet  bank  system  having  prevailed  in  the 
interim,  they  reached  the  amount  of  jJ525, 115, 702, 


having  increased  in  three  years  more  than  sixty 
per  cent.  This  extraordinary'  expansion  thus 
stimulated  by  the  removal  of  the  public  deposits 
from  the  United  States  Bank  to  the  State  banks, 
led  to  a  great  increase  in  importations,  which  rose 
up  from  $108,118,311  in  1833,  to  $189,980,0.35  in 

1836.  It  affected  also  the  sales  of  the  public  and 
other  lands.  The  receipts  from  the  public  lands 
in  1833  were  $3,967,682  and  in  1836  $24,877,179; 
a  period  of  over-trading  and  speculation  ensued 
which  resulted  in  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  and  a  general  bankruptcy  in 

1837.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  after  this  revul- 
sion, which  was  precipitated  by  the  "  specie  cir- 
cular," there  was  a  gradual  decrease  in  the  loans 
and  discounts  from  that  time  down  to  1843,  when 
they  were  only  §254,544,937,  being  less  than  half 
the  amount  six  years  before.  Notwithstanding 
the  great  prosperity  of  the  country  at  that  time 
the  Lans  and  discounts  never  attained  the  same 
maximum  as  in  1837  for  seventeen  years. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  proposed  here  by 
this  section  to  revive  that  system  of  public  de- 
posits which  the  public  sentiment  of  the  country, 
without  distinction  of  party,  lias  condemned. 
We  can  have  no  better  depositories  than  the  sub- 
Treasuries.  They  are  safe  and  secure,  and  by 
having  the  public  money  in  them  it  will  not  be  used 
for  banking  purposes,  and  we  shall  prevent  the 
inflation  which  under  the  other  practice  must  ne- 
cessarily ensue. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  system  of  inflating 
the  currency  of  the  country  by  whatever  means. 
Already  the  circulating  medium  is  swollen  by  legal 
tender,  bank  notes,  and  floating  evidences  of  pub- 
lic debts,  to  an  extent  much  larger  than  is  required 
by  the  necessities  of  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple. It  is  proposed  by  the  bill  to  divert  the  capi- 
tal of  the  country  from  legitimate  and'productive 
investments,  to  create  new  banks  with  this  neces- 
sary accompaniment  of  more  loans  and  discounts 
and  fresh  issues  of  paper  money.  The  section 
under  consideration  will,  if  retaiijed,  give  addi- 
tional impetus  to  the  most  objectionable  portions 
of  the  present  financial  system,  and  contribute  at 
no  distant  period  to  produce  results  the  most  dis- 
astrous to  our  welfare  and  honor. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  ashes  of 
the  old  Bank  and  sub-Treasury  controversy  may 
be  extremely  interesting,  but  we  hardly  have  time 
for  their  enjoyment  at  this  stage  of  the  session. 
I  therefore  rise  to  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WARD.  They  may  rise  up  before  the 
gentleman's  vision  before  many  years.  I  with- 
draw my  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Boutwell 's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  move  to  amend  the 
section  by  striking  out  the' word  "may"  and  in- 
serting the  word  "shall,"  so  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall  require  this  to  be  done,  not 
leaving  it  discretionary  with  him.  It  is  a  very 
simple  amendment. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  As  the  gentleman  remarks, 
it  is  a  very  simple  amendment,  and  I  desire  to 
oppose  it  for  that  reason.     I  think  it  is. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  move  to  amend  the  forty  fifth 
section  by  inserting,  in  the  fifth  line,  after  the 
word  "Secretary,"  the  following: 

And  such  depositaries  sliall,  whenever  required  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Trsasury,  transmit  the  circulating  notes 
of  the  associations  to  the  cities  named  in  the  thirty-first 
section  of  this  act  for  redemption,  and  provide  and  furnish 
all  other  necessary  facilities  for  the,conveyaneeof  the  pub- 
lic funds  from  place  to  place  within  the  United  States,  and 
for  disbursing  tiie  same  in  payment  of  the  public  liabilities 
without  cliarging  any  commission  or  exchange  thereon. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  proposition.  We  are  creating  here  a  system 
of  banks  with  $300,000,000  capital  almost  with- 
out taxation,  which  will  have  no  uniformity  in 
the  mode  and  manner  of  redemption,  for  there 
areeighteen  or  nineteen  different  places  of  redemp- 
tion. I  desire  that  it  shall  be  at  least  as  good  an 
institution  as  the  old  Biddle  bank  in  the  transfer 
of  the  public  money.  That  institution  transferred 
the  puolic  money  without  cost  from  St.  Louis  to 
Portland,  Maine,  and  from  Portland,  Maine,  to 
New  Orleans.  Whatever  might  be  the  difference 
of  exchange,  pro  or  con.,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  paid  nothing  whatever  for  the  trans- 
fer of  the  public  money.  That  was  done  under 
a  bank  of  $40,000,000.    I  desire  the  like  to  be 
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done  under  banks  of  $300,000,000.  I  have  sub- 
mitted my  proposition  in  good  faiili.  It  may  be 
voted  down  as  my  other  amendments  were  voted 
down,  and  by  a  like  sort  of  mechanism.  Hutwe 
shall  have  a  record  hereafter,  if  not  in  two  or 
three  years,  then  in  five  or  six  or  seven  years, 
if  these  banks  shall  have  so  long  existed. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Brooks's  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  BROOKS  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  rejected;  there  being,  on 
a  division — ayes  43,  noes  51. 

The  Clerk  read  the  forty-sixth  section. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting 
before  the  word  "shall,"  the  words  "whose 
notes  are  presented  for  payment,  or  the  president 
or  cashier  of  the  association  at  which  the  notes 
arc  redeemable;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Sec.  46.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  such  as- 
sociiitioii  pliall  at  any  lime  fail  to  redeem,  in  the  lawful 
money  of  llie  United'  States,  any  of  its  circulating  notes, 
wlien'paymont  thereof  sliall  be  lawfully  domantlod,  during 
the  usual  hours  of  business,  at  the  oflioc  of  such  associa- 
tion, or  at  its  place  of  redemption  in  one  of  the  cities  afore- 
said, the  holder  may  cause  the  same  to  he  protested,  in  one 
package,  by  a  notary  public,  unless  the  president  or  cashier 
of  the  association,  wliose  notes  are  presented  for  payment, 
or  the  president  or  cashier  of  the  association  of  which  the 
notes  are  redeemable,  shall  offer  to  waive  demand  and  no- 
tice of  tlie  protest,  and  sliall,  in  pursuance  of  such  ofter, 
make,  sign,  and  deliver  to  the  party  making  such  demand, 
an  admission  in  writing,  stating  the  time  of  the  demand, 
the  amount  demanded,  and  the  fact  of  the  non-payment 
thereof. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  section 
by  striking  out  the  words  "in  one  of  the  cities 
aforesaid, "and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"  in  the  city  of  New  York  or  Philadelphia  or  Bos- 
ton." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  1  move  that  the  commilteo 
do  now  rise. 

The  amendpfient  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  forty-seventh  and  forty-eighth  sections  of 
the  bill  were'read. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  hope  that  the  gentlemen  who 
liave  charge  of  the  bill  will  let  us  go  home  now. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  That  is  a  very  sensible  prop- 
osition.    I  inove  that  the  committee  do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Rollins,  of  New  HaiTip- 
shire,  reported  that  the  ComiTiittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  Union  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  na- 
tional currency  secured  by  a  pledge  of  United 
States  stocks,  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation 
and  redemption  thereof,  and  had  come  to  no  con- 
clusion thereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ANCONA,  (at 
fouro'clock  and  thirty  minutes,  p.  m.,)  the  House 
adjourned  till  Monday  at  twelve,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  April  4,  18G4. 
Prayer  by  tlie  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Seii- 
ate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  communi- 
cating, in  comjiliance  witli  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  30th  of  March,  information  in  relation 
to  a  telegraphic  dispatch  or  order  from  Major 
General  Dix  to  Provost  Marshal  Dodge,  of  Balti- 
more, dated  November  5,  18G1,  concerning  elec- 
tions in  the  State  of  Maryland  on  the  following 
day;  which  wa.s  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Attorney  General,  commu- 
nicating, in  compliance  with  the  joint  resolution 
approved  March  3,  18C3,  information  in  relation 
to  prop'Tty  devised  to  the  peo[)le  of  the  United 
States  by  Captain  Uriah  P.  Levy, deceased;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
PETITIONS  AND  MEMOKIAI.S. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  rihip-owiiere,  and  ship-masters  of  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin,  prayingfor  ihe  improvcnmrit 
of  FVankfort  harbor,  on  Lake  Michigan;  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 


Mr.  BROWN  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Missouri,  praying  that  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  iron-clat]  gunboat  Essex  may  be  suitably  re- 
warded for  their  gallantry  in  capturing  and  destroy- 
ing the  rebel  ram  Arkansas;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afl'airs. 

Mr.  HOWE  presented  a  mtmiorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  the  extension  of 
the  mail  route  No.  13184,  from  Ephraim  to  Wash- 
ington Harbor,  in  Door  county,  in  that  State; 
which  was  referied  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Of- 
fices and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  a  memorial  of  Al- 
pheus  Fobes,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  United 
States  agent  for  the  payment  of  pensions  in  that 
city,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  indispensable  expenses  of  his  office, 
to  the  end  that  pensioners  may  be  promptly  paid 
and  the  business  thereof  may  be  transacted  in  a 
suitable  manner;  which  was  referred  totheCom- 
mittce  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  feUCKALEW  presented  a  petition  of 
eighty-five  merchants  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
for  the  taxation  of  the  circulation  of  all  banks 
chartered  by  State  Legislatures  to  such  an  extent 
as  will  compel  them  to  call  in  all  their  issue,  and 
for  a  uniform  national  currency;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  bill  (S.  No.  154)  to  provide  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  quartermaster's  department, 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  (Ft.  R.  No.  187)  to  regulate  the 
dismission  of  officers  in  the  military  and  naval 
service,  submitted  an  adverse  report,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S. 
No.  191)  for  the  relief  of  Baptiste  Peoria,  reported 
it  adversely. 

He  also,  from  the  same  coinmittee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  198)  to  aid  the  Indian 
refugees  to  return  to  their  homes  in  the  Indian 
territory,  reported  it  with  an  amendment;  and 
notified  the  Senate  that,  as  the  bill  was  one  of 
pressing  importance,  he  would  call  it  up  to-mor- 
row during  the  morning  hour. 

CLAIMS  FOR  Fltr^CII  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  were  referred  a  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  New  York  presented  at  the 
jiresent  session,  and  also  numerous  petitions  and 
resolutions  ofSlate  Legislatures  and  individuals, 
taken  from  the  files,  askingjtist  compensation  for 
individual  claims  on  France  appropriated  by  the 
United  States  to  obtain  a  release  from  important 
national  obligations,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  have  directed  me  to  report  a 
bill  (S.  No.  213)  to  provide  for  the  adjustment 
and  satisfaction  of  claims  of  American  citizens  for 
spoliations  committrd  by  the  French  prior  to  the 
Slstday  of  July,  1861,  with  an  accompanying  re- 
port, which  I  ask  to  havc.printed. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  I  he  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SUMNER  subsequently  said:  I  desire  to 
complete  a  report  which  1  made  during  the  morn- 
ing hour  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. I  have  already  reporteda  bill  m  reference 
to  the  French  sjioliations;  but  I  have  been  di; 
rectcd  by  the  same  committee  to  report  back  to 
the  Senate  a  bill  (S.  No.  14)  to  provide  for  the 
ascertainment  and  satisfaction  of  claims  of  Amer- 
ican citizens  for  spoliations  committed  by  the 
French  jirior  to  the  31st  day  of  July,  1801,  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  be  indcfitiitely  post- 
poned; and  I  ask  for  action  on  that  now,  so  that 
the  hill  may  be  out  of  the  way. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

WILL  KECOME  A  LAW. 

A  message  frotn  the  Prcj^dent  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Hay,  his  Secretary,  announced 
that  the  President  had  approved  and  signed  on  the 
1st  instant  an  act  (S.  No.  108)  relating  to  nctit)g 
nssiatant  paymasters  in  the  Navy,  and  regulating 
the  appointment  of  cadets  in  the  NavRl  Academy. 
MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message;  from  the  House  of  Rpprescntativrs, 
by  Mr.  Lloyd,  its  Chief  Clerk,  announced  that 


the  House  of  Representatives  had  ))ass'ed  the  fol- 
lowing bills  and  joint  resolution;  in  which  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate  was  requested: 

A  bill  (No.  62)  fixing  certain  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  preventing  collisions  on  the  water; 

A  bill  (No.  119)  to  regulate  the  admeasurcinent 
of  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  58)  relative  to  the  sub- 
stitution of  monarchical  for  republican  govern- 
ment in  Mexico  under  European  auspices. 

ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  an 
enrolled  bill  (S.  No.  80)  to  provide  for  the  bettey 
organization  of  Indian  atTairs  in  California. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  RAI\5SEY  usked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
214)  relative  to  the  steamboat  International  on  the 
Rcti  river  of  the  North;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

BUSINESS  OF   UNITED  STATES  COURTS. 

Mr.TRUMBULL  submitted  the  folio  wing  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Secretary  of<he  Interior  be  directed 
to  inform  the  Senate  what  number  of  cases  were  pending 
in  each  circuit  and  district  court  of  the  United  States  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1864,  and  tlic  number  of  cases  com- 
menced in  each  of  said  courts  during  the  year  ending  on 
that  day. 

LAW  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution ;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending 
the  neutrality  law  as  to  make  it  reciprocal  to  each  Govern- 
ment, extending  entire  neutrality  to  thosi;  which  return  Ihe 
same,  and  to  others  the  exact  measure  of  neutrality  that 
they  extend  to  us. 

PRINTING  OF  A  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUMNER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  (S.  No.  63)  establishing  a  Bureau 
of  Emancipation  be  printed. 

HOUSE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  following  bills  and  joint  resolution,  re- 
ceived from  the  House  of  Representatives,  were 
severally  read  twice  by  their  titles,  and  referred 
as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  (No.  62)  fixing  certain  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  pi;eventing  collisions  on  the  water — to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

A  bill  (No.  287)  to  change  the  name  of  the  dis- 
trict and  port  of  Presque  Isle  to  the  district  and 
port  of  Eric — to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

A  bill  (No.  119)  to  regulate  the  admeasurement 
of  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States — to  the  Comtnittee  on  Commerce. 

A  bill  (No.  373)  to  appoint  an  appraiser  and. 
assistant  appraiser  for  the  port  of  Portland,  and 
for  other  purposes — to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

A  bill  (No.  371)  for  the  relief  of  tfie  settlers 
upon  certain  lands  in  California — to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  (No.  374)  to  exempt  certain  vessels  there- 
in named  from  enrollinent  and  license,  and  from 
the  payment  of  tonnage  duty,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses— to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  55)  gi-aniing  certain 
privileges  to  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  in  the  Statu 
of  Iowa — to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA. 

The  following  mes-sage  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  ita 
Chief  Clerk: 

Mr.  President,  I  am  directed  to  inform  the  Sen- 
ale  that  the  House  of  Representatives  has  refused 
to  reconsider  its  action  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
(No.  15)  to  provide  a  temporary  government  for 
the  Territory  of  Montana,  and  to  return  tljc  bill 
to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  its  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  15)  to  provide 
a  temporary  governiTient  for  the  Territory  of 
Montana,  disagreed  to  by  the  Houeo  of  R«pro- 
sentatives;  ana. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  WADE,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  S(;nate  insist  upon  its  amendments 
to  the  said  bill  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Kepreseiita- 
tivos,  and  agree  to  the  conference  asked  by  tlie  House  on 
the  dit^agrceing  votes  of  the  twojiouses  thereon. 

Ordcrctl,  Tliat  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
be  appoiiilcd  l)y  the  Vice  President. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  appointed  Messrs. 
Wade,  Lane  of  Kansas,  and  Sprague. 

ENLISTMENTS  IN  THE  SECEDED  STATES. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  take 
up  for  consideration  House  bill  No.  261,  which 
now  lies  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  261)  to  provide  for  the  vol- 
untary enlistment  of  any  persons,  residents  of 
certain  States,  into  the  regiments  of  other  States. 
It  provides  that  any  persons  resident  in  the  States 
of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louis- 
iana, Texas,  or  Arkansas,  who  may  voluntarily 
enlist  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  term  of  three  years  or  during  the  war, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  and  privileges  of 
.existing  laws,  and  such  persons  shall  be  mustered 
into  the  regiments  or  other  organizations  of  what- 
soever State  they  may  elect,  or  in  the  case  of  col- 
ored troops  shall  be  assigned  as  now  provided  by 
law,  and  the  States  or  subdivisions  of  States  pro- 
curing such  enlistments  are  to  receive  credit  for 
such  persons,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  in  other 
cases;  but  such  enlistments  as  are  authorized  in 
any  State  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  only 
to  continue  until  such  State  shall  have  been  made 
subject  to  a  call  for  troops;  and  no  enlistment  is 
to  be  made  of  any  sofdier,  either  in  orout  of  any 
State,  except  those  enumerated  in  the  act,  unless 
full  credit  is  given  to  the  State  to  which  the  en- 
listed soldier  belongs. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Mr.  President,  if  this  bill  had 
been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
to  receive  a  final  vote  when  it  came  frem  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  1  apprehend  that  very 
few  votes  would  have  been  recorded  in  its  favor. 
I  suppose  that  at  this  time  it  will  probably  pass, 
for  I  know  the  amount  of  persuasions  and  im- 
portunities that  have  been  addressed  to  members 
of  the  Senate  in  order  to  induce  them  to  assent 
to  its  being  passed;  and  indeed  so  strong  and  per-" 
suasive  have  been  the  political  and  personal  argu- 
ments which  have  been  addressed  to-  me,  that 
there  have  been  moments  when  I  almost  felt  in- 
clined to  let  the  bill  pass  by  default.  But,  sir,  I 
believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  put  myself  on  record 
on  this  subject,  that  it  nnay  be  known  hereafter, 
when  theevilsthatare  to  spring  from  the  passage 
of  this  bill  shall  be  patent,  that  I  had  no  part  or 
lot  in  it. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  what  is  the  bill?  A  call 
was  made  originally  upon  the  States  in  propor- 
tion to  the  people,  and  now  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  men  who  are  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
to  rally  to  the  standard  of  the  country  in  its  de- 
fense. All  iheStateshave  patriotically  responded; 
but  some  have  been  able  to  fill  tip  their  quotas 
completely,  while  others  have  not  been  successful 
in  doing  it.  This  bill  proposes  that  those  States 
which  Imve  not  thus  been  successful  in  filling  up 
their  quotas  under  the  President's  proclamations 
shall  be  permitted  to  go  into  certain  States  in  re- 
bellion and  there  secure  the  enlistment  of  colored 
men  who  have  hitherto  been  slaves,  induce  them 
by  bounties  or  otherwise  to  enlist  in  their  behalf, 
and  apply  the  men  thus  enlisted  upon  theirquotas. 

That  is  what  the  bill  now  under  consideration 
is,  and  to  that  I  have  a  great  many  insuperable 
objections.  In  the  first  place,  if  you  pass  this  bill 
you  will  demoralize,  in  a  great  degree,  your 
Army,  and  you  will  render"  confusion  worse  con- 
founded" in  every  one  of  your  armies  along  the 
line.  Every  Slate  that  is  now  in  arrears,  and 
many  that  are  not  in  arrears  but  who  anticipate 
a  future  draft,  will  send  their  agents  into  those 
several  States  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  in  an- 
ticipation of  future  drafts,  to  be  applied  upon  the 
qttotas  that  are  anticipated  in  tho.se States.  You 
will  have  a  cloud  of  men  rushing  into  your  Army 
lines;  they  will  be  the  representatives  of  States, 
subordinate  to  their  States,  but  not  subordinate 
to  the  military  authorities  within  whose  jurisdic- 
tion they  may  be.  The  prices  paid  for  these  en- 
listed men  will  be  run  up  to  exorbitant  figures, 
precisely  as  the  competition  of  your  various  agents 


raised  the  prices  of  arms  during  the  first  twelve 
months  of  this  war,  when  they  went  to  foreign 
countries  to  buy  them;  and  1  suppose  in  the  end 
a  proposition  will  be  made  Rere,  anrfdoubtlessat 
some  time  or  other  will  pass,  to  have  the  national 
Government  assume  the  paymentof  all  the  boun- 
ties that  are  now  to  be  paid  by  the  States  for  the 
purpose  of  filling  up  their  respective  quotas. 

We  have  acknowledged  the  belligerent  rights 
of  the  rebels.  One  of  the  rights  incident  to  that 
condition  of  things,  I  understand,  is  to  recruit 
within  their  own  limits.  We  have  denied  them 
the  power  of  recruiting  within  our  limits,  and 
hung  two  of  their  men  because  they  were  engaged 
in  recruiting  within  the  lines  of  ourarmies.  Now, 
what  is  to  restrain  the  agents  of  Massachusetts 
or  Iowa  or  Connecticut  or  any  other  State  from 
going  beyond  our  lines?  if  they  happen  acci- 
dentally to  be  caught  beyond  those  lines  and  are 
hung  by  the  rebels,  is  the  Federal  Government 
to  become  responsible  for  it  and  to  establish  a 
system  of  reprisal  and  retaliation?  Who  is  to 
have  control  of  these  agents?  How  is  it  possible 
that  you  will  be  able  to  control  them  yourselves  ? 
This  bill  had  not  passed  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives fifteen  minutes  before  two  citizens  of  my 
State  came  to  me  and  desired  me  to  assist  them 
in  procuring  permission  to  go  down  into  the  rebel 
States  to  recruit  men  in  behalf  of  my  own  State; 
and  if  I  had  not  told  them  that  I  was  utterly  op- 
posed to  the  bill  and  did  not  believe  it  would  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  the  cool  judgment  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate,  I  presume  that  even  from  that 
State,  although  its  quota  is  more  than  full,  a  cloud 
of  men  would  have  sought  to  be  agents  to  go  down 
South  to  recruit,  in  the  anticipation  of  any  draft 
that  might  hereafter  be  made. 

Now,  let  us  see  how  fair  this  is  to  the  States. 
Under  the  calls  as  they  now  stand — and  I  only 
use  the  States  which  I  shall  name  by  way  of  il- 
lustration— under  the  calls  that  have  hitherto  been 
made,  the  State  of  Iowa  has  more  than  filled  its 
quota,  not  counting  the  reenlisted  men.  So  has 
the  State  of  Vermont;  so  has  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut; so  have  several  other  States.  Now,  sup- 
pose that  the  large  States  of  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Ohio  have  not  filled  their  quotas  by 
thirty  thousand  each,  making  a  gross  amount  of 
ninety  thousand;  the  Government  discover  that 
they  want  ninety-thousand  more  men.  You  al- 
low New  York  and  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  to  go 
down  South  and  recruit  these  m»n  from  this  res- 
ervoir which  we  have  in  reserve  with  which  to 
meet  that  call  for  ninety  thousand  men,  and  then 
tKerewill  be  a  call  upon  the  State  of  Vermont  for 
three  thousand  of  that  ninety  thousand,  upon  the 
State  of  Connecticut  for  four  thousand,  and  upon 
the  State  of  Iowa  for  six  thousand.  But  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  you  require  of  the  States  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio  to  fill  up  theirquo- 
tas as  they  best  may,  and  the  States  of  Vermont, 
Connecticut,  and  Iowa  have  filled  up  theirquotas, 
then  here  is  a  reservoir  to  which  the  national  Gov- 
ernment can  come,  and  from  which  they  can  sup- 
ply the  ninety  thousand  men  that  may  be  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Government. 
Is  it  just  that  these  States  should  be  permitted  to 
go  down  and  expend  their  wealth  and  recuperate 
their  quotas  by  drawing  into  their  forces  these 
colored  men  that  belong  properly  to  all  of  us 
jointly?     I  think  not. 

Suppose-  the  State  of  Massachusetts — and  I 
illustrate  it  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  only 
because  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  is  right  before'me  and  represents  that 
Stale — suppose  the  State  of  Massachusetts  is  now 
behindhand  in  her  quotaof  twenty  thousand  men, 
and  with  her  immense  wealth  she  goes  down  into 
South  Carolina  and  Louisiana  and  tffere  fills  up 
her  quota  from  colored  men.  I  do  not  know  how 
well  the  troops  from  Massachusetts  reenlist;  but 
suppose  the  nren  who  enlisted  less  than  a  year 
and  a  half  ago  and  who  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  reenlist  do  not  reenlist  when  the  op- 
portunity is  offered  them,  and  Massachusetts  con- 
tinues to  fill'up  her  quotaby  enlisting  colored  men 
.to  supply  the  places  of  these  outgoing  men  who 
fail  to  reenlist,  what  will  be  the  condition  of  its 
troops  before  the  end  of  two  years?  Why,  sir, 
Massachusetts  will  be  found  fightingfor  the  Union 
with  an  armed  body  of  colored  men  by  the  side  of 
my  State  furnishing  as  many  troops  as  she  does, 
if  not  more,  but  not  one  colored  man,  or  not  over 
a  few  hundred,  and  they  all  raised  at  home.  Dues 


anybody  suppose  there  would  be  a  very  amiable 
and  fraternal  condition  of  sentiment  in  the  Army 
when  it  is  known  that  one  State  is  represented 
entirely,  or  almost  entirely,  by  colored  troops 
bought  up,  to  our  disadvantage,  within  the  coun- 
try that  is  in  insurrection  against  us,  while  we  are 
fighting  with  the  best  blood  that  we  have  within 
our  jurisdiction? 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  If  the  gentleman  will  in- 
dulge me  for  a  moment,  Massachusetts  may  fill 
up,  as  he  calls  it,  that  is,  obtain  black  troops  to 
replace  the  white  troops  who  go  out,  but  those 
troops  will. not  be  Massa?liusetis  troops.  They 
will  be  officered  by  the  United  Slates  Govern- 
ment and  placed  in  the  United  Slates  colored  regi- 
ments. They  will  not  be  Massachusetts  troops, 
but  will  be  credited  to  her;  so  that  finally  we  may 
be  without  Massachusetts  troops  altogether. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  think  the  little  circular  which 
has  been  placed  on  our  tables  to-day  by  the  ad- 
vocates and  friends  of  this  bill  seems  to  convey 
the  idea  that  they  are  to  be  officered  by  the  re- 
spective States  in  whose  interest  they  are  raised. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  No;  it  is  the  other  way 
as  I  read  it.     They  are  notofficered  by  theState. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Undoubtedly  they  are  offi- 
cered by  the  State,  if  white  men  in  any  of  these 
States  enlist,  because  they  go  into  any  regiment 
they  select,  for  instance,  a  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment, and  become  a  part  of  the  quota  of  Massa- 
chusetts; but  if  negroes  are  enlisted,  they  go  into 
the  United  Stales  colored  regiments  and  are  offi- 
cered by  the  United  States  Government. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  The  statement  in  this  cir- 
cular is  this: 

"AlUiough  the  regiments  thus  raised  on  account  of  north- 
ern quotas  will  not  be  officered  by  the  Governors  of  the 
Slates  to  which  they  are  credited,  any  disadvantage  which 
may  be  thought  to  attach  to  that  consideration  will,  it  is 
believed,  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  fact  tliat 
they  will  be  enrolled  in  the  national  Army,"  &c. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it 
matters  not  who  furnishes  the  officers,  or  how 
they  are  furnished,  or  where  they  come  from.  It 
is  enough  for  me  to  know  that  under  the  provis- 
ions of  this  bill  a  wealthy  State  can  go,  by  its 
agents,  into  the  States  that  are  in  rebellion,  and 
there,  with  the  aid  of  its  money,  purchase  sub- 
stitutes for  its  soldiers,  while  the  citizens  of  my 
State,  not  being  in  a  condition  to  buy  soldiers, 
are  compelled  themselves  to  fight. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  if  we  do  not  adopt  this 
method,  all  these  States  that  are  now  in  arrears 
will  pay  the  jJ300  commutation  money.  Grant 
it.  That  is  bad  enough;  butit  is  agreat  deal  bet- 
ter that  they  should  pay  the  $300,  and  we  shall 
procure  these  colored  meri,  that  we  should  become 
responsible  for  them,  that  we  should  teach  our 
people  to  feel  an  interest  in  them,  that  we  should 
protect  and  defend  them,  than  it  is  that  they  should 
be  considered,  as  they  will  be,  as  the  mercenaries 
of  any  Stale  that  sees  fit  to  hire  them. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  from  Iowa 
in  discussing  this  bill  seems  not  to  draw  a  dis- 
tinction made  here  between  the  negro  troops  that 
may  be  enlisted  by  the  agents  of  the  other  States 
and  the  white  troops.  If  negro  troops  are  enlisted 
by  the  agents  of  the  northern  Slates,  they  enter 
into  the  regiments  of  Uriited  States  colored  troops. 
They  are  credited  to  the  State  holding  out  the  in- 
ducement to  them  to  enlist;  but  they  enter  into 
the  regiments  of  United  States  colored  troops. 
But  if  white  men  are  enlisted  in  the  southern 
States  by  the  operation  of  northern  bounties,  they 
enter  into  northern  regiments.  Take  the  Slate 
to  which  the  Senator  has  already  alluded,  or  lake 
my  own  State,  for  instance:  if  Ohio  sends  agents 
into  the  southern  States,  under  this  bill,  and  en- 
lists while  men,  they  will  form  part  of  our  while 
regiments,  to  be  officered  by  the  Governor  of  the 
§tate  of  Ohio;  but  if  Ohio  bounties  induce  black 
men  to  enlist,  they  enter  into  the  United  States 
colored  regiments  and  are  officered  by  the  United 
States. 

There  is  some  justice  in  this-bill  when  applied 
to  white  men.  There  is  no  serious  objection  to 
allowing  the  agents  of  the  northern  States  to  go 
into  the  soutliern  States  where  we  have  no  Gov- 
ernors, no  officials  to  enlist  for  us,  and  recruit 
white  men  to  enter  the  service  of  the  United 
Stales  in  northern  regiments.  There  is  no  great 
harm  in  that.  If  there  are  loyal  men  in  those 
States  who  are  willing  to  serve  in  the  Army,  there 
is  no  organization  in  which  they  can  enter  luiiess 
they  can  enter  into  northern  regiments,  because 
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there  are  no  State  orfftinizations  of  white  men  in 
the  southern  States,.!  believe,  according  to  law. 
If  I  am  mistaken  in  this,  I  shall  be  glad  to  bo  cor- 
rected; but  1  understand  there  are  no  wliile  Lou- 
isiana regiments,  no  white  Soutii  Carolina  regi- 
ments, no  white  North  Carolina  regiments,  and 
consequently  the  only  way  in  which  a  loyal  man 
in  the  soutliern  States,  who  chooses  to  do  so,  can 
enter  the  military  service  of  tlie  United  States,  is 
to  enlist  in  or)e  of  the  northern  regiments. 

Mr.  TRUiMBULL.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  I  should  like  to  inquire  if  there  are  not  in 
Tcnnesseeand  Arkansas  regimentsof  whitemen .' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Tennessee  is  not  embraced 
in  this  bill;  Arkansas  is.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  are  any  white  Arkansas  regiments. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  understood  that  there 
were  some  regiments  raised  in  Arkansas. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Some  regiments  have  been 
raised  in  Arkansas  by  General  Steele,  commander 
of  the  department;  but  the  officers,  1  suppose, 
have  been  appointed  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator  that 
theie  are  white  regiments  in  Alabama,  one  of 
■which  was  raised  nearly  a  year  ago,  and  is  com- 
manded by  a  man  from  my  State. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  As  soon  as  these  States 
are  received  back  into  the  Union  and  are  repre- 
sented on  the  floor  of  Congress,  they  cease  to  be 
embraced  in  this  bill,  as  I  understand  the  terms 
of  it.  Tlie  objection  I  have  to  the  bill  is,  that  it 
will  allow  agents  from  the  northern  States  to  go 
down  into  the  southern  States  and  enlist  black 
men  in  United  States  regiments,  and  yet  the  credit 
of  those  black  men  is  to  be  given  to  the  State  that 
enlists  them.  It  will  create  a  competition  that 
will  be  discreditable,  and  I  think  injurious  to  the 
public  service.  The  State  of  Ohio,  for  instance, 
IS  said  to  be  deficient  a  certain  number  of  men, 
and  she  may  have  to  enforce  a  draft  in  order  to 
raise -that  number.  We  send  our  agents  into 
Louisiana  and  into  those  other  southern  States 
for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  black  men.  We 
meet  there  the  agents  from  all  the  different  States. 
It  will  create  a  competition  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, will  be  injurious  to  the  public  service.  I 
believe  that  all  the  black  men  who  are  enlisted  in 
these  seceded  States  ought  to  be  Entered  by  them- 
selves in  United  States  regiments  separate  and 
apart  from  the  State  organizations.  There  is  no 
reason  in  the  world  why  the  northern  State  that 
sends  money  to  these  southern  States  to  recruit 
black  men  should  be  credited  for  the  men  recruited 
there.  The  bounties  and  inducements  now  held 
out  by  the  Government  to  black  men  are  sufficient 
to  get  them  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
without  inviting  this  cooperation  from  Slate 
agents. 

In  my  judgment,  every  State  ought  to  fill  up  its 
quota.  If  it  cannot  do  it  in  any  other  way,  let 
it  be  done  by  a  draft,  and  not  send  competing 
agents  to  the  southern  States  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  black  men  to  enter  our  service  and  hav- 
ing them  credited  to  their  quota.  I  think  every 
State  ought  to  be  compelled  to  fill  its  quota. 

I  shall,  therefore,  vote  against  this  bill  unless  it 
is  confined  to  white  men  alone.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection whatever  to  the  bill  if  it  is  confined  to  the 
enlistment  of  white  men.  Where  white  men  in 
the  southern  States  choose  to  enlist  in  any  of  the 
northern  regiments,  I  think  the  State  to  which  the 
regiment  belongs  should  be  credited  with  those 
enlistments;  but  to  extend  that  principle  to  black 
men,  when  there  are  United  States  regiments  in 
which  they  can  enter,  I  think  would  be  unjust. 
I  shall  vote  against  the  bill  unless  that  change  is 
made. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  know  that  I  un- 
derstand one  portion  of  this  bill.  I  should  like 
to  inquire  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  what  is  meant  by  the  provLsion 
in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  lines  that  these  colored 
troops  "shall  be  assigned  as  now  provided  by 
law  r ' ' 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  means  that  they  shall  be 
assigned  to  the  United  States  colored  regiments 
officered  by  the  Federal  Government.  By  the 
existing  law,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
enlists  colored  men  and  the  President  np[)oints 
tlie  officers;  and  this  bill  provides  that  if  theStates 
shall  enlist  colored  men  they  shall  go  into  such 
colored  regiments  as  may  be  designated,  and  be 
officered  by  the  Federal  Government.  That  is 
the  intention  of  that  clause. 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  have  a  very 
bad  effect  upon  the  public  service  of  the  country. 
As  the  Seiwtor  frofn  Ohio  has  very  justly  re- 
marked, it  is  introducing  a  competition  between 
the  different  States  in  the  enlistment  of  these  col- 
ored troops  in  the  South;  and  it  is  also  inaugu- 
rating a  competition  between  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  and  the  various  States. 

I  have  thought  from  the  early  stages  of  this 
war  that  a  very  great  mistake  had  been  made  in 
giving  the  large  bounties  that  have  been  offered 
by  towns  «nd  counties  and  States  and  the  General 
Government  for  procuring  soldiers.  1  think  it 
would  have  been  much  better  if,  when  this  rebel- 
lion commenced,  we  had  passed  a  law  forbidding 
the  giving  of  these  bounties  to  raise  troops  in  any 
of  the  States.  In  my  judgment,  it  would  have 
been  much  better  if  the  people  of  the  States  had 
expended  the  sum  they  devoted  to  bounties  in 
providing  for  the  families  of  the  soldiers,  in  taking 
care  of  those  who  were  dependent  on  the  soldiers 
that  volunteered  or  who  were  drafted  into  the 
public  service  of  the  country.  But,  sir,  that  policy 
has  been  adopted,  and  we  have  created  a  vast  debt 
by  giving  these  very  large  bounties — not  only  a 
national  debt  which  is  now  pressing  severely  upon 
us  and  affecting  the  credit  of  the  Government, 
leading  to  expansion  in  all  directions,  inflating 
the  currency,  and  besetting  us  with  many  dan- 
gers, but  the  States  and  counties  and  towns  have 
also  incurred  vast  debts. 

Itis  now  proposed  to  authorize  the  States  which 
have  not  filled  up  their  quotas  to  go  down  into 
the  southern  States  where  our  armies  march,  and 
compete  with  each  other  and  with  the  Federal 
■Government  in  filling  up  the  ranks  of  our  armies 
by  offering  bounties.  This  will  have  no  applica- 
tion to  my  State.  We  have  furnished  all  the  troops 
required  by  all  the  calls,  and  that  without  any 
draft  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  almost  every 
man  who  has  gone  to  the  war  from  that  State  is 
a  white  man.  There  has  been  an  attempt  to  raise 
a  colored  regiment,  and  I  believe  a  part  of  a  col- 
ored regiment  has  been  raised  in  Illinois;  but  we 
have  more  than  furnished  all  the  troops  called  for 
from  that  State  from  white  persons. 

This  measure  will  produce  confusion.  Of  course 
it  will  be  the  end  of  enlisting  troops  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  country  by  the  Federal  Government  if 
this  bill  passes,  so  far  as  the  enlistment  of  the 
colored  population  of  the  southern  States  is  con- 
cerned. Men  are  now  enlisting  and  being  brought 
into  the  service  of  the  country  there  through  the 
agency  of  the  Federal  Government.  Pass  thisbill, 
and  that  will  cease,  because  the  States  will  pay  a 
larger  bounty  than  the  Federal  Government  pays; 
which,  as  1  understand  it,  does  not  propose  to 
continue  the  bounties  that  have  been  hitherto  paid 
for  any  considerable  length  of  time. 

Mr.  WILSON.     They  are  stopped  now. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  payment  of  those 
bounties  is  stopped  already,  the  Senator  informs 
me. 

Again:  as  has  been  truly  said  by  the  Senator 
from  Iowa,  you  exhaust  the  fund,  so  to  speak, 
which  belongs  to  all  the  States;  and  if  Jialf  a 
million  men  should  hereafter  be  required,  the 
State  of  Illinois  would  have  to  furnish  her  pro- 
portion of  that  half  million  men;  whereas,  if 
this  bill  does  not  pass,  there  may  be  no  occasion 
for  a  future  draft,  because  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment may  be  able  to  keep  up  its  Army  to  the  re- 
quisite standard  by  the  enlistments  which  it  may 
make  in  the  southern  States.  The  enlistments 
that  are  to  be  made  under  this  bill  will  go  to  fill 
up  the  calls  already  made.  Itexhausts  the  num- 
ber of  men  from  which  the  Government  may 
draw  by  plScing  them  in  the  ranks  and  crediting 
them  to  those  States  which  have  not  furnished 
their  quota.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  unjust 
to  the  States  that  have  furnished  their  quotas.  I 
think  the  effect  of  it  would  be  bad  in  every 
way.  I  am  sure  it  would  be  bad  in  my  State  if 
we  go  home  to  Illinois  and  tell  the  people  of  that 
State,  who  have  sent  their  sons  and  the'best  young 
men  of  the  State  to  aid  in  putting  down  this  re- 
bellion, that  other  States  have  not  furnished  an 
equal  number  in  proportion  to  their  population 
with  the  State  of  Illinois,  but  have  taken  their' 
money  and  have  gone  down  into  the  regions  of 
couniry  conquered  by  our  troops,  and  have  hired 
negroes  to  enter  the  service,  and  that  they  here- 
after are  to  carry  on  the  war  in  company  with 


these  liired  troops  in  the  South  and  not  in  com- 
pany with  the  quotas  furnished  by  the  other 
States  from  their  young  men,  as  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois has  furnished  hers. 

I  can  see  nothing  butevil  in  this  bill.  I  see  no 
possible  good  to  result  from  it.  Why  pass  it .' 
What  is  the  object  of  it?  What  are  you  to  gain 
by  it?  Have  we  not  already  a  law  authorizing 
the  Federal  Government  to  organize  and  arm 
these  colored  troops?  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  what  possible  ben- 
efit can  be  derived  from  this  bill?  Do  you  dis- 
trust the  Government?  Is  not  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment competent  to  manage  this  thing,  that 
each  State  must  take  hold  of  it?  I  cannot  for 
the  life  of  me  see  what  possible  benefit  is  to  accrue 
out  of  this  bill,  unless  you  assume  that  the  Fed- 
eral Government  is  incompetent  to  discharge  ita 
duties  and  each  State  must  go  to  work  to  raise  an 
army  for  the  Federal  Government.  The  only 
thing  I  can  see  about  it  is  that  it  will  enable  cer- 
,tain  States  which  have  not  supplied  their  quotas 
to  fill  up  their  quotas  with  money  instead  of  with 
men.  1  think  the  effect  of  it  would  be  bad.  I 
hope  the  bill  will  not  meet  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  this  bill  comes 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  having  passed 
that  body  by  a  vote  of  about  tsvo  to  one.  It  was 
introduced  into  the  House  by  a  gentleman  who 
has  been  in  the  military  service,  commanding  a 
corps  in  the  Southwest,  and  received  the  cordial 
support  of  several  other  gentlemen  recently  con- 
nected with  the  Army.  General  Garfield  said, 
when  the  bill  was  pending,  that  he  believed  it  the 
best  bill  which  had  been  introduced  into  Congress 
during  the  session,  or  words  to  that  effect.  The 
Senator  from  Iowa  tells  us  thatif  a  vote  had  been 
taken  at  the  time  it  came  from  the  House  few 
would  have  voted  for  it,  although  he  thinks  a  ma- 
jority will  vote  for  it  now;  and  I  hope  he  is  right 
in  his  anticipation.  But,  sir,  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  does  not  see  any  good  that  can  Come  from 
passing  this  bill. 

I  believe  there  are  some  twelve  or  fifteen  States 
that  have  not  filled  their  quotas,  and  the  large 
bounties  having  now  expired,  they  will  have  to 
draft  to  fill  their  quotas.  It  is  an  easy  thing  for 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  and  for  a  few  Senators 
to  speak  in  high  commendation  of  the  action  of 
the  people  of  their  States  in  promptly  responding 
to  the  calls  that  have  been  made  upon  them;  but 
I  venture  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois  that 
several  of  the  States  that  have  not  yet  completed 
their  quotas  have  quite  as  many  men  in  the  Army 
and  in  the  Navy  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
men  liable  to  do  duty  as  have  the  States  of  Illinois 
and  Indiana.  Those  States  have  filled  their  quotas 
more  readily  than  other  States,  and  the  reason  is 


a  very  plain  one — 
Mr.  GRIMES. 

Senator  refers  to? 
Mr.  WILSON. 
Mr.  GRIMES. 


I  will  inquire  what  States  the 


I  refer  to  several. 
To  several  that  have  more 
men  now  in  the  Army  and  Navy  than  their  quota? 

Mr.  WILSON.  That  liave  more  than  filled 
their  quota? 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Yes. 

Mr. WILSON.  My  point  wasthatStat^s  which 
it  is  said  have  not  filled  their  quotas  have  really 
in  the  service,  including  the  Army  and  Navy, 
more  men  than  some  of  the  States  that  have  over- 
filled their  quotas,  for  the  reason  that  the  latter 
States  have  a  vast  number  of  young  men.  Take 
the  States  of  Indiana  and  Massachusetts  as  an 
illustration.  They  have  in  the  State  of  Indiana 
118,000  more  inhabitants  than  Massachusetts,  and 
of  that  118,000  103,000  are  males;  and  it  is  so  in 
mostof  these  young  western  Slates.  The  young 
men  of  the  country  have  thronged  there. 

The  vast  number  of  foreign  immigrants  in  the 
country  counts  against  the  old  Atlantic  States. 
Large  numbers  of  that  class  of  men  are  enrolled, 
but  when  you  come  to  drafi  them  they  do  not 
respond  to  it:  they  are  not  liable  to  do  duly. 

Mr.  HOWE.     We  have  two  to  your  one. 

Mr.  WILSON.  You  have  a  great  many  I 
know  in  some  of  your  western  States;  but  the  for- 
eign population,  scattered  over  the  agricultural 
parts  of  the  country,  go  I  think  more  readily  into 
the  service  than  those  in  our  large  cities,  anil  have 
been  more  enthusiastic  in  support  of  the  war  and 
the  policy  of  the  country. 

The  Federal  Qovernment  has  enlisted  during 
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this  war  but  very  few  men.  Nearly  all  the  men 
that  have  been  put  into  the  service  have  been  en- 
listed by  the  States;  and  the  Federal  Government 
does  not  know  much  about  enlisting  men.  It  has 
done  but  very  little  of  it  during  this  war  and  that 
at  enormous  expense.  The  States  have  raised 
most  of  the  men  who  have  gonje  into  the  Army. 
We  authorized  the  Government  nearly  two  years 
ago  to  raise  coloVed  troops,  and  they  have  I  sup- 
pose seventy-five  or  eighty  thousand  men  now 
raised  in  the  country,  and  a  great  many  of  these 
have  been  raised  by  the  influence  and  by  the  action 
of  the  States. 

I  do  not  believe  that  any  confusion  will  come 
from  allowing  the  States  to  raise  these  troops. 
As  our  armies  advance  into  the  rebel  States  we 
find  poor  Union  men  willing  to  enlist  into  the 
service  of  the  country  and  take  the  bounties  offered 
them.  They  need  the  bounties,  their  families 
need  the  bounties  for  support,  for  we  are  support- 
ing the  families  of  thousands  of  Union  men  and 
some  families  of  disunion  men  in  the  rebel  States. 
We  have  enlisted  some  of  these  men  in  all  parts 
of  the  rebel  States;  but  the  State  agents  or  State 
officers  would  enlist  them  much  more  readily 
tlian  any  agents  of  the  Federal  Government  could. 
Then  tlie  Federal  Government  can  only  pay  to 
these  white  men  $100  bounty.  Many  of  the  States 
are  paying  three,  four,  and  five  hundred  dollars 
bounty.  Then  if  the  Federal  Government  raises 
these  men  it  puts  them  into  new  regiments,  and 
a  thousand  men  raised  and  scattered  through  the 
old  veteran  regiments  are  wwth  for  the  coming 
campaign  more  than  three  thousand  men  put  into 
new  regiments.  We  can  raise  these  white  men 
and  scatter  them  through  our  armies  as  they  ad- 
vance into  the  rebelStates;  the  poor  white  people 
will  take  the  bounties  offered  tnem  and  go  into 
the  regiments, -and  the  States  paying  the  boun- 
ties will  get  the  credit.  We  thus  transfer  the 
burden  from  the  loyal  to  the  disloyal  section  of 
the  country,  and  in  doing  it  aid  the  loyal  poor 
while  men  of  that  section  of  the  country,  and  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  sees  no  evil  in  that. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  put  colored  men 
into  the  service  of  the  country,  to  reach  out  be- 
yond our  lines  and  bring  them  in,  and  offer  such 
bounties  and  such  inducements  as  will  bring  them 
in.  Every  man  taken  from  the  rebellion  and  added 
to  the  cause  of  the  country  weakens  the  rebellion 
and  strengthens  us.  I  believe  if  this  bill  shall 
pass,  within  one  hundred  days  many  thousand 
more  men,  black  and  white,  in  the  rebel  section 
of  the  country,  will  be  put  into  the  service  than 
will  go  into  it  if  the  Federal  Government  alone 
is  engaged  in  enlisting  them. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning  hour 
having  expired,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  call  up  the  unfinished  business  of  Friday,  which 
is  the  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  16)  proposing 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  the  Senator  who  has 
the  floor  will  consent  to  let  that  question  go  over 
temporarily,  and  let  us  see  if  we  cannot  dispose 
of  this  bill  this  morning. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  hope  the  special  order 
will  not  be  laid  aside. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  Senator  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Collamer]  suggests  that  this  bill  will  re- 
quire more  debate.  1  suppose,  therefore,!  must 
let  it  go  over. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  move  to  postpone  all 
prior  orders  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for 
the  next  fiscal  year.  I  will  state  that  I  make  this 
motion  without  any  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson]  who  is 
entitled  to  the  floor  on  the  special  order.  He  says 
it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  him  whether  he 
goes  on  to-day  or  not. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Maine  is  amotion  which  can 
be  interposed  only  with  thp  consent  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland,  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor 
on  the  special  order,  which  is  now  properly  be- 
fore the  Senate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  will  not  consent  to  give  way  and  have 
the  special  ordcrgoover.  It  was  understood  that 
he  was  to  have  the  floor  to-day,  and  I  was  hoping 
WO  might  como  to  a  vote  on  the  questiom    If  an 


appropriation  bill  comes  in  now  k  will  take  a  good 
deal  of  time  probably.  I  believe  it  is  the  general 
naval  appropriation  bill,  which  always  takes  time. 
I  hope  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  who  is  enti- 
tled to  the  floor  upon  the  special  order,  will  go  on. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  can  only  say  that  I 
have  delayed  pressing  this  appropriation  bill  for 
some  time,  in  order  that  we  might  make  progress 
in  other  matters  which  excite  the  speaking  pro- 
clivities of  Senators.  I  am  not  disposed  to  urge 
itagainstthe  wishes  of  the  Senate;  but  I  must  say 
that  I  expect  that  within  a  very  short  time  the 
bank  bill  will  be  upon  us,  and  not  long  after  that 
the  internal  revenue  bill,  and  it  is  important  to 
get  some  of  these  bills  which  are  absolutely  es- 
sential out  of  the  way.  If  gentlemen  have  any 
very  strong  desire  to  devote  another  day,  in  the 
first  place,  to  the  subject  that  is  the  special  order, 
I  shall  give  way;  but  I  notify  Senators  that  to- 
morrow at  one  o'clock  I  shall  move  to  take  up  the 
appropriation  bill  and  go  on  with  it.  Itis  impos- 
sible that  I  can  yield  much  longer  to  these  other 
matters.  According  to  the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  if 
the  assent  of  tlje  Senator  from  Maryland  is  neces- 
sary, of  course  I  cannot  urge  my  motion  against 
his  objection;  and  if  he  has  any  objection  to  it  I 
certainly  will  not  press  the  motion;  but  I  suppose 
some  other  gentleman  will  have  the  floor  for  to- 
morrow, if  the  special  order  shall  not  be  disposed 
of  to-day,  and  I  shall  be  in  the  same  condition 
then.  I  give  this  notice  now  in  order  that  if  I 
make  the  motion  to-morrow,  no  gentleman  who 
may  then  be  entitled  to  the  floor  may  think  it  a 
discourtesy  that  I  do  so. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Allow  me  to  submit  to 
the  Senator  from  Maine  whether  he  does  not 
think  we  shall  get  along  faster  with  business  if, 
when  we  have  a  measure  of  this  kind  up,  we  hold 
on  to  it  and  finish  it.  Of  course,  the  appropria- 
tion bills  have  to  be  passed  and  will  be  passed; 
but  as  a  mere  matterof  economy  in  point  of  time, 
shall  we  not  gain  by  holding  on  to  a  measure 
which  has  been  discussed  for  several  days,  and 
which  there  is  very  little  probability  of  adjourn- 
ing without  getting  a  vote  upon  in  some  way? 

I  think  we  shall  have  to  vote  at  some  time  or 
other  on  this  constitutional  amendment.  My  ex- 
perience is,  and  I  think  he  will  find  it  to  be  his, 
if  he  will  reflect,  that  when  we  discuss  a  question 
like  this  and  occupy  a  week  with  it,  and  then  post- 
pone it  for  three  or  four  days,  we  have  about  as 
long  a  discussion  afterwards  before  we  can  get  a 
vote  as  if  the  debate  was  but  then  commencing, 
while  if  we  hold  on  to  it  when  it  is  under  discus- 
sion we  shall  get  a  vote  much  sooner  and  save 
time  by  it.  It  is  in  that  view,  of  course,  that  I 
make  this  objection.  I  do  notexpectto  interpose 
or  try  to  interpose  objections  to  taking  up  the  ap- 
propriation bills;  but  I  really  think  we  shall  get 
through  with  the  appropriation  bills  and  all  our 
business  sooner,  if  when  we  have  on  hand  a  meas- 
ure which  will  have  to  come  to  a  vote  at  some 
time,  we  hold  on  to  it  until  we  get  through. 

Mr.,  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to 
urge  rrty  motion  now;  but  there  is  never  a  time  in 
the  Senate  when  there  is  not  some  measure  under 
discussion,  and  something  must  give  way  neces- 
sarily for  the  passage  of  the  bills  which  are  abso- 
lutely essential.  I  would  not  have  made  the  mo- 
tion but  for  my  knowledge  of  the  situation  and 
what  will  be  the  situation  of  business  with  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  a  very  few 
days,  which  will  render  it  necessary  that  certain 
bills  should  be  out  of  the  way.  I  will  yield  for 
to-day;  but  I  give  notice  that  to-morrow  I  shall 
make  a  motion  to  take  up  the  naval  appropriation 
bill.     I  withdraw  my  motion  to-day. 

Mr.  TOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  I  would  cer- 
tainly withdraw  my  assent  to  taking  up  the  ap- 
propriation bill  mentioned  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  at  the  request  of  the  honor- 
able member  from  Illinois,  if,  in  the  first  place,  I 
had  not  already  given  it,  and  consider  myself 
bound  by  having  done  so.  And  in  the  next  place, 
if  I  was  at  liberty  to  do  so,  1  think  it  more  im- 
portant at  present  to  the  interests  of  the  country 
that  the  appropriation  bill  should  be  passed  than 
that  we  should  dispose  of  the  particular  measure 
on  which  I  propose  to  address  the  Senate.  But 
the  honorable  member  from  Wisconsin  [Mr. 
Howe]  told  me  soon  after  1  came  into  the  Senate 
this  morning  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  Wash- 
ington this  evening,  and  as  he  was  desirous  to 
address  the  Senate  on  this  sut^ect  ho  asked  if  it 


would  make  any  difference  to  me  whether  he 
went  on  now  or  whether  I  should  hold  the  floor 
this  morning.  I  told  him  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  that  I  had  not  the  slightest  objection  to 
his  addressing  the  Senate,  and  I  waived  my  right 
to  the  floor  now  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  to  address  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  wish  to  say  one  word 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  I  understood  the 
Chair  correctly.  I  suppose  although  the  special 
order  may  come  up,  and  on  that  special  order  a 
Senator  be  entitled  to  the  floor  on  it,  yetanother 
Senator  is  at  liberty  at  any  time  to  move  to  post- 
pone the  special  order  and  take  up  another  bill; 
otherwise  it  would  be  impossible  ever  to  introduce 
anything  if  a  bill  went  over  from  day  to  day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  understand- 
ing of  the  Chair  is  that  if  the  Senate  adjourns 
with  a  member  entitled  to  the  floor,  when  that 
business  comes  up  as  the  unfinished  business  the 
next  day,  the  person  entitled  to  the  floor  is  enti- 
tled to  it,  and  no  other  member  can  get  it  upon 
that  question,  no  one  can  introduce  a  motion  to 
postpone  it  without  the  consent  of  the  member 
holding  the  floor. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  But  that  motion  may  be 
made^  I  take  it,  before  the  bill  is  actually  taken 
up,  even  if  the  hour  has  arrived. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Not  in  the  impres- 
sion  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  by  the  application 
of  that  rule  it  would  be  impossible  to  interpose 
anything  if,  when  the  Senate  adjourns,  a  member 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  rule  has  been 
so  administered  during  all  the  time  the  present 
incumbent  has  been  in  the  chair,  and  always,  he 
believes.  At  a  particular  moment  of  time  the  bill, 
which  is  the  special  order,  is  before  the  Senate; 
and  when  that  is  before  the  Senate  the  person  en- 
titled to  the  floor  on  it  can  claim  the  floor,  and  no 
intervening  motion  can  be  made.  That  has  been 
the  practice  of  the  Senate. 

AMEND.SIENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole*, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
(S.  No.  16)  proposing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HOWE  addressed  the  Senate  in  support 
of  the  joint  resolution.  [His  speech  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  move  that  this  joint 
resolution  and  all  prior  orders  be  postponed,  and 
that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
House  bill  No.  151,  which  is  the  naval  appropi'ia- 
tion  bill.  I  do  not  mean  to  go  on  with  it  this 
evening,  but  I  want  to  give  it  the  preference  for 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Had  we  not  better  leave 
that  matter  to  be  decided  to-morrow? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Somebody  else  may  get 
the  floor  for  to-morrow,  and  then  I  cannot  get  in 
my  motion. 

Mr.  POWELL.  If  the  Senator  from  Maine 
will  allow  me  to  do  so,  I  desire  to  ask  permission 
to  take  up  the  resolution  which  I  offered  the  other 
day. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  desire  to  have  the  naval 
appropriation  bill  taken  up,  and  then  it  can  go 
over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  have  no  objection  to  taking 
up  the  bill. 

Mr.  41jANE,  of  Indiana.  Before  the  pending 
question  is  disposed  of,  I  desire  to  ask  the  Sena- 
tor from  Delaware  one  question.  He  said  to  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  that  he  had  strong  inti- 
mations that  General  Wallace  proposed  to  have 
something  to  do  with  the  coming  Maryland  elec- 
tion. I  wish  to  know  what  order  or  act  of  that 
officer  it  was  to  which  the  Senator  referred. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  will  answer  the  hon- 
orable Senator  with  pleasure.  1  referred  to  no 
order  whatever;  but  General  Wallace  matje  a 
speech  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  the  other  evening 
in  which  he  congratulated  the  people  who  were 
present  upon  the  efforts  made  to  bring  about 
emancipation  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  as- 
sured them  of  such  aid  as  he  could  give.  I  ob- 
served also  a  correspondence  between  him  and 
one  of  the  candidates  in  one  of  the  counties,  in 
which  General  Wallace  put  questions  to  that  can- 
didate as  to  his  political  views  and  his  political 
acts  in  the  past,  and  aa  to  whether  if  he  should 
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be  cleclcd  he  would  take  a  cerlainontli  prescribed 
by  the  laws  of  Maryland.  It  was  from  thoseacis, 
not  from  any  order  which  General  Wallace  had 
given,  but  from  the  declaration  tliathe  would  give 
tliese  men  wlialcver  aid  lie  could,  aii<i  from  his 
projioundin}^  questions  as  a  military  officer  to  can- 
didates, lie  himself  not  being  a  citizen  of  the  Slate 
and  only  there  simply  as  a  military  commander, 
that  I  drew  the  inference  I  stated. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  I  ndiana.  General  Wallace  did 
put  certain  interrogatories  to  Mr.  Kilbourn,  first, 
whether  he  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
which  attempted  to  pass  an  ordinance  of  seces- 
sion, to  which  he  responded  in  the  affirmative; 
and  then  he  asked  certain  other  questions,  and 
finally  asked  that  man  if  he  could  swear  that  ^Je 
had  given  no  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebellion,  to 
which  he  said  that  he  could  not,  and  he  volunta- 
rily declined  to  run  for  the  Maryland  convention 
at  the  appro£(ching  election.  General  Wallace 
only  said  that  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  with- 
out designating  any  policy  which  should  govern 
him,  he  would  say  that  he  did  not  believe  a  rebel 
and  a  traitor  had  any  political  rights,  and  I  say 
here  the  same  thing,  and  every  patriot  in  the  land 
says  the  same  thing,  that  a  rebel  and  a  traitor  in 
Maryland  orany  whereelse  has  no  political  lights; 
and  he  would  be  recreant  to  his  duty  if  he  did  not 
exclude  all  such  from  the  polls  and  all  such  from 
candidacy  in  the  Slate  of  IVlaryland. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  1  rise  to  make  Bimply 
one  remark,  and  not  to.  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Senate.  I  think  the  Senator  from  Indiana  mani- 
fests too  much  sensitiveness  in  reference  to  Gen- 
eral Wallace.  Nobody  has  made  any  attack  upon 
General  Wallace.  I  referred  simply  to  what  I  saw 
in  the  papers,  and  the  point  of  my  remark  was 
that  lie,  being  a  military  officer,  not  a  citizen,  of 
Maryland,  clothed  by  no  law  with  authority  to 
propound  any  interrogatories  or  do  any  other 
thing  in  reference  to  the  elections  in  Maryland, 
I  regarded  it  as  an  intimation  that  when  an  elec- 
tion should  take  place  he  would  undertake  to  have 
some  supervision  over  that  election, 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Indiana  perh-aps  docs  not  understand 
the  position  which  General  Wallace  has  taken, 
with  which  I  find  no  fault.  He  put  the  interrog- 
atories to  the  former  member  of  the  Legislature 
of  Maryland,  referred  to  by  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Indiana,  and  tlie  answers  which  were 
given  he  has  stated  very  correctly.  There  his 
interference,  so  far  at  any  rate,  has  terminated. 
But  there  is  an  election  to  be  held  in  Maryland 
during  the  present  week,  and  General  Wallace 
very  properly  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of 
the  State  asking  what  the  law  was  in  a  certain 
particular.  He  wanted  to  know  whethera  clause 
in  the  law  under  which  the  convention  election  is 
about  to  be  held  authorized  the  judges  of  election 
to  put  any  inquiries  that  they  might  think  proper 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  |)arty  ollering 
to  vote  was  or  was  not  entitled  to  vote,  and 
whether  his  right  or  title  to  vote  under  that  law 
would  be  affected  by  its  turning  out,  either  by  his 
own  answers  or  by  proof  aliunde,  that  he  had 
aided  and  comforted  the  rebellion  during  the  strug- 
gle. To  the  letter  containing  these  inquiries,  he 
received  what  he  admitted  to  be  a  very  satisfac- 
tory answer  from  our  Governor.  The  Governor 
cited  the  sections  of  the  particular  statute  under 
which  this  election  is  to  be  held,  and  one  or  two 
sections  of  the  general  laws  applicable  to  the  same 
subject,  and  told  him,  and  1  have  no  doubt  cor- 
rectly told  him,  that  under  those  laws  it  was  not 
only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  the  judges  of  elec- 
tion to  make  the  inquiry,  and  he  added,  what  Gen- 
eral Wallace  I  am  very  sure  will  admit  to  be  per- 
fectly sound,  that  the  whole  depended  upon  the 
laws  of  Maryland,  that  they  were  abundantly 
able  to  keep  the  ballot-box  from  the  pollution  ot' 
rebellious  or  traitorious  votes,  and  that  the  judges 
are  liable  to  an  indictment  if  they  do  not  faith- 
fully discharge  tiieir  duty.  General  Wallace  in 
his  letter  did  not  suggest  that  it  was  his  purpose 
to  interfere  by  using  the  military  in  any  way 
whatever,  and  I  understand  that  m  jioint  of  fact 
it  is  not  his  pur[)osc  in  any  contingency  to  resort 
to  tiie  military  unless  it  shall  become  necessary 
to  repress  some  tumultuous  violence  which  the 
civil  authorities  of  the  city  or  the  State  may  be 
unable  to  quell. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  renew  my  motion  to 
take  up  Ihc  nnval  appropriation  bill. 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  hope  that  will  not  be 
done.  Let  us  go  on  and  vote  upon  the  proposi- 
tion before  the  Senate,  if  nobody  is  disposed  to 
speak  on  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  are  others  who 
mean  to  speak  on  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Let  us  see..  There  is  no- 
body proposing  to  spealc  upon  it  now,  and  there 
is  an  amendment  pending. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Davis]  to  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The 
Senator  from  Maine,  however,  moves  to  postpone 
the  present  order  and  all  prior  orders  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
indicated  by  him. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  hope  that  will  not  be 
done.  I  said  all  that  I  can  say  about  it  when  the 
matter  was  called  up  this  morning.  There  are 
no  new  suggestions,  that  I  know  of  to  make.  I 
stated  to  tlie  Senator  from  Maine  then  that  I 
thought  we  should  get  through  the  appropriation 
bills  and  everything  more  speedily  by  finishing 
one  thing  when  we  have  it  up.  This  debate  will 
come  to  a  close  before  very  long,  I  think,  if  we 
continue  to  hold  on  to  the  joint  resolution.  Sup- 
pose we  sit  liere  an  hour  or  two  longer  to-night, 
and  if  persons  desire  to  speak  upon  it  we  shall 
get  through  wLUi  the  speaking  in  the  course  of  a 
day  or  two  by  holding  longer  sessions;  and  at 
any  rate  if  everybody  speaks  we  can  get  through 
in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days  more  by  keep- 
ing the  subject  before  the  Senate  constantly.  But 
if  we  take  up  another  measure  and  hear  a  single 
speech  a  day,  I  do  not  know  when  we  shall  get 
through  with  this  if  it  be  laid  aside  for  other  busi- 
ness. 

I  think  the  Senator  from  Maine  will  accom- 
plish the  purpose  which  we  all  have,  to  facilitate 
the  business  of  the  session  and  close  the  session 
sooner,  by  allowing  this  measure  to  be  continued 
till  it  is  finished.  1  am  vvilliiig  to  sit  here  at  later 
hours.  1  hope  the  Senate  will  not  postpone  this 
for  any  other  subject  until  we  get  a  vote  upon  it. 
If  the  Senate  does  postpone  it,  of  course  I  have 
no  more  to  say  in  regard  to  it.  I  have  made  the 
statement  to  the  Senate,  and  do  not  wish  to  take 
up  time  in  repeating.  I  think  it  is  an  economy 
of  time  to  hold  on  to  this  joint  resolution  until  it 
is  finished.     I  hope  the  Senate  will  so  think. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  can  only  say  it  is  a 
matter  of  entire  indiflference  to  me.  I  have  no 
interest  in  the  matter  any  more  than  any  other 
Senator  present.  Myjudgment  is  that  in  the  state 
of  the  business  which  is  now  before  and  will 
soon  be  before  the  Committee  on  Finance,  it  is 
advisable  to  get  one  or  two  of  the  appropriation 
bills  out  of  the  way,  and  I  have  several  reasons. 
I  should  like  to  dispose  of  the  naval  bill  and  an- 
other appropriation  bill,  the  legislative,  execu- 
tive, and  judicial  appropriation  bill,  if  1  can.  I 
will  not  place  any  very  great  reliance  on  my  own 
judgment,  but  I  think  it  is  advisable,  antl  with 
my  notion  and  views  of  the  business  of  the  Sen- 
ate, I  advise  it  to  be  done.  If  the  Senate  shall 
decide  otherwise,  I  shall  be  quite  content. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say  a  single  word  on  this  question,  it  seems  lb  me 
that  if  the  measure  wliich  is  now  pending  before 
the  Senate  could  be  before  the  Senate  to-morrow, 
which  is  Tuesday,  and  on  Wednesday,  with  an 
understanding  that  we  shall  close  the  matter  on 
Wednesday  night,  all  the  gentlemen  who  desire 
to  speak  can  speak  by  that  time,  and  it  will  be 
out  of  the  way,  and  I  shall  be  willing  then  to  go 
with  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  take  up  his  financial  bills  afld  stand 
by  him  and  keep  everything  out  of  the  way  until 
he  disposes  of  them.  But  this  matter,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  exceedingly  important.  The  discussion, 
1  suppose,  is  nearly  through;  I  understand  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  John- 
son] is  to  address  the  Senate,  and  1  do  not  know 
that  there  is  any  other  gentleman  who  wishes  to 
address  the  Senate,  but  there  may  be;  at  all  events 
to-morrow  and  the  next  day  we  can  close  this 
matter  and  allow  it  to  go  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. I  make  that  suggestion  and  shall 
govern  my  vote  accordingly.  1  feel  anxiety  to 
go  on  in  finishing  these  financial  measures.  I 
agree,  they  are  the  measures  which  must  be  at- 
tended to;  but  Justin  the  present  situation  of  af- 
fairs I  hope  the  tienatq  will  allow'  this  resolution 


to  go  on  to-morrow  and  the  next  day,  with  the 
understanding  that  we  come  to  a  vote  and  close  it 
on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  my  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  20,  nays  14;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Buckalew,  Carlile, 
Clark,  Collaincr,  Conness,  Davis,  Fcssenden,  Foot,  Hard- 
ing, Howard,  J  olinson,  Morrill,  I'n  well,  Ramsey,  SauUbury, 
Van  Winkle,  Willey,  and  Wilson— 2U. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Chandler,  Uoolittle,  Hale,  Harl.-Vn,  Har- 
ris, Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  ot"  Kansas,  Morgan,  I'omeroy, 
Spraguc,  Sunnier,  Ten  Eyek,  Trumbull,  and  Wade — 14. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  vote  sltpwa 
the  want  of  a  quorum. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
MoNDAT,  Jlpril  4,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. • 

CALL  OF  COMMITTEES  FOR  REPORTS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  business 
in  order  was  the  call  of  committees  for  reports  to 
go  upon  the  Calendar,  and  not  to  be  called  back 
by  R  motion  to  reconsider. 

No  reports  were  Rffered. 

BOUNTIES. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  submitted 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  consid- 
ered, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  ConimltteeTin  Milifary  Affairs  he  re- 
quested, if  ill  their  judgment  advisable,  to  report  to  this 
House  a  bill  so  amending  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  ap- 
proved July  2-2,1861,  relating  to  the  granting  of  bounties  to 
"any  volunteer  who  may  be~  received  into  the  service  of" 
the  United  States"  under  said  act,  whereby  the  benefits  of 
such  amounrof  bounty  may  be  extended  to  all  volunteers 
(or  their  heirs)  who  enlisted  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act 
approved  July  22,  1861,  and  who  were  killed  or  wounded, 
and,  in  the  latti.'r  case,  honorably  discharged  from  the  ser- 
vice by  reason  of  wounds  received,  the  same  to  be  paid  in 
like  manner  na  is  provided  for  in  the  act  approved  July  11, 
1862. 

UNDISTRIBUTED  BOOKS. 
Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  submitted  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  directed 
to  consider  and  report  in  regar<I  to  some  feasible  and  proper 
method  of  distriburtiig  tlie  undistributed  balances  of  boolts 
lieretofore  prinunl  or  purchased  for  tlie  use  of  the  uicmbcrs 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Does  that  embrace  anything 
beyond  the  books  published  by  tlie  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ? 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Massachusetts.  It  does 
not. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  make  his  resolution  broader.  There 
are  now  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  If  the  resolution  give  rise 
to  debate  it  must  go  over.  If  there  be  no  objec- 
tion, the  gentleman  will  be  heard. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  PRUYN.'  At  the  last  Congress  a  resolu- 
tion was  passed  for  distributing  all  the  books  left 
undistributed  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 
The  resolution  was  imperfect,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  found  it  impossible  to  carry  it  out. 
It  remains  therefore  for  the  present  Congress  to 
give  such  order  in  regard  to  that  distribution  as 
they  may  see  fit.  1  ask  the  gentleman  to  make 
his  resolution  broader,  so  as  to  cover  the  distri- 
bution referred  to  in  the  act  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Massachusetts.  I  have  no 
objection. 

Mr.  LAW.  In  regard  to  that  resolution  which 
1  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library  I 
will  say  that  there  was  found  to  be  a  great  many 
broken  sets  of  books,  and  the  difficulty  was  in 
their  distribution. 

Mr.  PRUYN.     We  can  provide  for  that. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  a 
proposition  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  shall 
consider  whether  any  feasible  measure  can  be 
adopted  for  the  distribution  of  all  such  books.  I 
accept  the  modification  of  my  resolution  suggested 
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by  tlie  g;entleman  from  New  York,  and  demand 
the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was 
adopted;  and  al.so  moved  that  the  motion  to  re- 
consider be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

J.  S.  AND  E.  A.  ABBOTT. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  New  Hampshire,  Intro- 
duced a  joint  resolution  in  favorof  J.  S.and  E.  A. 
Abbott;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  next  business  in  or- 
der to  be  the  calls  on  the  Executive  Departments 
for  information  which  werelaidoverunder  the  rule. 

STATE    DEBTS. 

The  first  was  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Blaine  on  the  7th  of  January  last,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  the  amount 
of  debt  incurred  in  the  several  States  in  their  ef- 
forts in  suppressing  tins  rebellion. 

Mr.  BLAINE  was  not  present,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  laid  over. 

■     PAYSiENT  OF  TREASURY  NOTES  IN  COIN. 

The  next  was  a  resolution  submitted  on  thp 
7th  of  January  last,  by  Mr.  Scofield,  request- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  inform  this 
House  whether,  under  existing  legislation,  the 
seven-thirty  Treasury  notes  will  be  paid  in  coin. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD  was  not  present,  and  the  res- 
olution was  laid  over. 

STATE  QUOTAS. 

The  next  was  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Arnold  on  the  14th  of  January  last,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  men  called  into  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  Unixed  States  since  March,  1861;  the 
quota  of  each  State  usder  each  call;  the  number 
furnished  and  also  the  number  tendered  under 
each  call;  the  length  of  time  for  which  they  wore 
accepted;  what  State  or  States  furnished  an  ex- 
cess over  its  quota;  and  how  many  and  what  State 
or  States  did  not  furnish  its  quota,  and  the  num- 
ber deficient. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  will  take  a  long  time  to 
do  that  work. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  The  substance  of  the  inform- 
ation called  for  has  already  appeared  in  tire  news- 
papers. The  object  of  the  resolution  was  to 
ascertain  what  States  were  behindhand  in  their 
quotas  under  the  different  calls. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Say,  if  not  incompatible  with 
the  public  interest. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.    I  agree  to  that. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted,     - 

MAJOR  N.   H.   m'lEAN. 

The  next  was  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Pendleton  on  January  18  last,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  communicate  to 
this  House  the  reasons  why  Major  N.  H.  Mc- 
Lean, lately  stationed  at  Cincinnati,  was  ordered 
to  report  at  Fort  Vancouver;  also,  whether  any 
charges  affecting  the  capacity  or  fidelity  to  the 
Constitution  of  said  McLean  have  been  filed  in 
any  of  the  Departments. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  to  insert  the  words  "  if 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,"  and 
demanded  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  then  the 
resolution  was  adopted. 

ARREST  OF  A  CONSUL  GENERAL. 

The  next  was  a  resolutmn  submitted  by  Mr. 
Garfield  on  the  18th  of  January,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  communicate  to 
this  House  such  information  as  may  be  in  the 
State  Department  touching  the  arrest,  of  our  con- 
sul general  16  the  British  North  American  prov-, 
inces,  and  such  official  communications  touching 
Canadian  commerce  as  may  have  been  made  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  or  other  Canadian  or  Brit- 
ish officer,  since  the  15th  of  November,  to  our 
Government. 

A  similar  resolution  Iiaving  been  already  adopt- 
ed, the  reaolutign  waa  laid  upon  the  table. 


SUELBY  RAID  IN  JdlSSOURI, 
The  next  resolution  in  order  was  a  resolution 
offered  on  the  8th  of  February  by  Mr.  King,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  official  report  of  Brigadier  General  E. 
B.  Brown,  of  the  department  of  Missouri,  of  his 
military  operations  in  October  last  against  what 
was  known  as  the  Shelby  rebelraid  into  Missouri. 
Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  inserting  the  usual  words,  "if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  ■' 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

AMOUNT  OF  COMMUTATION  MONEY. 

The  next  resolution  in  order  was  a  resolution 
offered  on  the  8lh  of  February  by  Mr.  Eldridge, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  to  this 
House  information  as  to  the  amount  of  moneys 
received  up  to  this  time  for  commutation  by  draft- 
ed men  ;  also,  what  disposition  has  been  made  of 
said  moneys;  if  substitutes  have  been  purchased 
for  drafted  men,  how  many;  where  and  who  have 
been  procured  as  substitutes;  what  sum  has  been 
paid  for  each,  and  whether  for  white  or  black, 
and  how  much  for  each. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  passage  of  that  resolution. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
the  usual  amendment  by  inserting  the  words  "  if 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest." 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  accept  that  modification 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  This  resolution  will  call  for 
a  great  deal  of  labor,  and  unless  there  is  some  use 
for  it 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  is 
demanded,  and  debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  will  withdraw  it  for  a 
moment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  cannot  sec  of  what  use  the 
resolution  is.  it  will  require  a  great  deal  of  labor 
to  answer  it. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  cannot  see  that  the  reso- 
lution calls  for  a  great  deal  of  labor. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Furthermore,  it  will  furnish 
information  to  the  enemy.  If  the  gentleman  will 
not  consent  to  let'  it  go  over,  I  shall  move  to  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  The  resolution  is  so  mod- 
ified that  it  does  not  require  an  answer  if  it  should 
be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest,  i  de- 
mand the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolutiiin 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  demand  the  yeasand  nays 
on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  60,  nays  46;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ash- 
ley, Lttixter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blow,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Wil- 
liiiniG.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,Cobb,(Jole,I]enry  Win- 
ter Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dixon,  Don  iiPlIy,l)riggs,  Eliot, 
Frank,  Grinnell,  Ilale,  Highy,  Hooper,  Hoiclikiss,  Asaliel 
W.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Francis  VV.  Kellogg, Orlaudo 
Kellogg,  Longyear,  McBride,  McClurg,  Moorhead,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill.  Orth,  I'erham, 
Pike,  William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Edward  H. 
Rollins,  Shannon,  Spalding,  Stevens, 'J'haycr,  Tracy,  Up- 
son, Van  V.ilkeiiburgh,  Elihu  B.  Washbiirne,  William  B. 
Washburn,  Whaley,  VVilliams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
and  Woodbridge — 60. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Jatnes  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Bliss,  Urooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Chanter,  Clay, 
Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  English, 
Finck,  Grider,  Griswold,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, 
Hcrrick,  Holnian,  Philip  Johnson,  Kalbflcisch,  King,  Law, 
Lazear,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney,  Middlcton, 
James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Odell,  John  O'NeHl, 
Price,  Pruyn,  Robinson,  John  II.  Steele,  Strouse,  Wheeler, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Winfield,  and  Yeaman — 46. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  KERNAN  stated  that  he  was  paired  off 
with  Mr.  Morris,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Stiles,  had  gone  homccfn  pressing  busines.s,  and 
was  paired  off  with  Mr.  Marvin,  of  New  York, 
until  to-morrow;  that  Mr.  Stiles,  if  here,  would 
have  voted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  J.C.ALLEN  stated  that  Mr.  Harris  was 
confined  to  his  room  by  sickness,  and  was  unable 
to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GRIDER  stated  that  Mr.  Harding  was 
absent  on  account  of  eickiiess. 


Mr.  O'NEILL,  of  Ohio,  stated  that  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, of  Pennsylvania,  was  still  confined  to  his 
room  by  indisposition. 

Mr.  McKINNEY  stated  that  Mr.  J. W.White 
was  detained  from  the  House  by  illness. 

Mr.  STROQSE  stated  that  Mr.  Coffroth  was 
detained  from  the  House  by  the  severe  illness  of 
his  wife  in  Philadelphia. 

The  result  was  then  announced  as  above  re- 
corded. 

NEGRO  REGIMENTS. 

The  next  resolution  in  order  was  a  resolution 
offered  on  the  8th  of  February  by  Mr.  Brown, 
of  Wisconsin,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
communicate  to  this  House:  1.  The  number  of 
regiments  of  negro  troops  already  enlisted,  the 
time  when  each  regiment  was  organized, and  the 
number  of  privates  in  each  regiment.  2.  The 
amount  paid  for  bounties,  pay,  and  equipments 
of  each  regiment,  and  all  other  sums  paid  out  in 
connection  with  their  organization.  3.  In  what 
battles  negro  regiments  have  been  engaged,  and 
what  regiments  have  been  so  engaged,  and  how 
many  belonging  to  such  regiments  have  been 
killed,  and  how  many  wounded  in  such  battles, 
discriminating  between  the  different  battles. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  This  is  furnishing  a  muster- 
roll  to  the  enemy.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  t«ble. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman will  withdraw  his  motion.  The  resolu- 
tion calls  for  information  which  is  very  necessary 
at  this  time.  If  the  motion  is  insisted  on,  I  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays  on  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  64,  nays  42;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ar- 
nold, Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  IJeainan,  Blaine, 
Blow,  Boyd,  Broomall,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W. 
Clark,  Cobb.  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly, 
Driggs,  Eckl'ey,  Eliot,  Frank, Grinnell,  Hale,  Higl)y,  Hooper, 
Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Jenckcs,  Julian,  Orlando 
Kellogg,  Longyear,  McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Charles 
O'Neill,  Orth,  Perham,  Pike,  Price,  William  H.Randall, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Shaimon,  Spalding, 
Stevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgli,  Elihu 
B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Whaley,  Williams, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  and  Woodbridge — 64. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay, 
Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  English, 
Finck,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  IPhilipJohn- 
son,  Kalbfleiseh,  King,  Law,  Lazear,  Long,  Mallory, 
Marey,  McKinney,  Middleton,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison, 
Nelson,  John  O'Neill,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robin- 
son, Rogers,  John  B.  Steele,  Strouse,  Chilton  A.  White, 
Winfield,  and  Yeaman — 42. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
SHELBY  RAID  IN  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  KING.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  offered  by  myself  in  relation 
to  the  Shelby  raid  in  Missouri  was  agreed  to.  I 
have  no  use  for  the  report  now. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING.  I  now  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CASE  OF  JAMES  M.  nUNT. 

The  next  resolution  in  order  was  one  offered 
on  the  7th  of  March  by  Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio, 
requesting  the  Secretary  of  War  to  communicate 
to  this  House  all  the  testimony  and  proceedings 
before  a  military  commission  which  convened  at 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  on  the  28th  day  of  December, 
1863,  for  the  trial  of  James  M.  Hunt,  late  master 
of  transportation  and  superintendent  of  vessels  in 
the  quartermaster's  department  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Virginia. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  As  I  introduced  a 
subsequent  resolution  which  c^overed  that  ground, 
and  which  was  adopted,  I  move  to  lay  that  reso- 
lution on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

POLITICAL  PRISONERS. 

The  next  resolution  in  order  was  one  offered 
on  the  21st  of  March  bJ'Mr.  Eldridge,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  report  and  furnish  to  this  Plouse  the 
names  of  all  persons,  if  any  there  are,  arrested 
and  held  in  prison  or  confinement  in  any  prison, 
fort,  or  other  place  whatsoever,  for  political  offen- 
ses, or  any  other  alleged  offense  against  the  Gov- 
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ernment  or  authority  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
order,  command,  consent,  orknowli-dge  of  them, 
or  either  of  tlicm,  respectively,  and  who  Imve  not 
been  charged,  tried,  or  convicted  before  any  civil 
or  criminal  (not  military)  court  of  the  land;  to- 
gether with  the  charge  against  such  person,  or 
cause  for  such  arrest  and  imprisonment,  if  there 
be  any;  and  the  nameoftJie  prison,  fort,  or  place 
where  they  are  severally  kept  or  confined.  Also, 
whether  any  person  or  persons,  for  any  alleged 
like  offense,  have  been  banished  or  sent  from  the 
United  Slates,  or  from  the  States  not  in  rebellion 
to  the  rebellious  States,  and  the  names,  times, 
nllcged  offense  or  cause  thereof;  and  whether  with 
or  without  trial;  and  if  tried,  before  wliat  court. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  demand  the  previous 
question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  62,  nays  39;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames.  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beanian,  Blaine,  Blow, 
Boyd,  urnomall,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  VV.  Clark, 
Freeman  Clarke,  Col>b,  Cole,  Tliomas  T.  Davis,  Dixon, 
Driggs,Eckley,  liliot,  Frank, Grinncll,  Hale,  Higliy,  Hooper, 
Hotclikiss,  AsalK'l  W.  Hubbard,  Jenckas,  Julian,  Francis 
W.  Kello.!,'g,  Longycar,  McBridn,McClur';,  Samuel  F.  Mil- 
ler, Mooriiead,  Morrill,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nor- 
ton,Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perliani,  Pike,  Price, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Shannon,  Spal- 
ding, Stevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  (Jpson,  Van  Valkenburgli, 
Elihu  B.  VVashburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Wilder,  Win- 
dom,  and  Woodbridce — 63. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Bliss,  Chanler,  Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Deni- 
son,  Eden,  Eldridgc,  English,  Finck,  Crider,  Griswold, 
Harrington,  Herrick,  Holman,  Philip  Johnson,  ICalbfleisch, 
Law,  Lazear,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney,  Middle- 
ton,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  John  O'Neill,  Pruyn,  Sam- 
uel J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  John  B.  Steele,  Wheeler, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Winfleld,  and  Yeaman — 39. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  (during  the  roll-call)  stated  that 
his  colleague,  Mr.  McDowell,  was  still  absent, 
and  was  paired  with  Mr.  McIndoe, 

LAND  GRANT   TO  WEST  VIRGINIA* 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  West  Virginia,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, introduced  a  bill  granting  to  the  West  Vir- 
ginia Central  Railroad  Company  two  million  acres 
of  the  public  lands  on  certain  conditions;  which 
^as  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  (itle,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  ininols, 
leave  was  granted  for  the  withdrawal  from  the  files 
of  the-House  of  the  papers  relative  to  an  increase 
of  the  pay  of  the  collectors  and  deputy  collectors 
on  the  northern  and  northwestern  frontiers,  for 
the  purpose  of  reference  to  the  Senate. 

MEXICAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  ask  the  anani- 
mous  consent  of  the  House  to  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  a  joint  resolution 
relative  to  our  relations  with  Mexico. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read.  It  declares  that 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  are  unwilling 
by  silence  to  leave  the  nations  of  the  world  un- 
der the  impression  that  they  are  indifferent  specta- 
tors of  the  deplorable  events- now  transpiring  in 
the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  that  they  therefore 
think  fit  to  declare  that  it  does  not  accord  with 
the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  acknowledge 
any  monarchical  Government  erected  on  the  ruins 
of  any  republican  Government  in  America  under 
the  auspices  of-any  European  Power. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  What  does  the  gentleman  pro- 
pose to  do  with  the  joint  resolution? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  propose  to  put 
it  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  joint 
resolution  if  it  be  not  a  mere  paper  fulmination. 
I  do  object,  however,  to  paper  thunder.  If  it 
means  anything  I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution; 
if  not,  I  am  opposed  to  if. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  joint  resolution 
was  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Speaker, 
whether  it  be  a  mere  paper  fulmination  or  not  dc- 
pcndH  «pon  whether  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Skatea  Bhoil  adopt  i^  and  wliother  it  represents, 


in  adopting  it,  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  a  declaration  simply  as  to 
what  our  policy  is  to  be  respecting  events  which 
touch  our  interest  very  nearly.  1  take  it  that  it 
is  not  a  subject  which  atiybody  desires  here  to 
discuss;  and  I  suspect  that  if  there  be  a  dissent 
in  this  House  it  is  about  the  only  dissent  that  can 
be  found  in  the  United  States  on  this  subject. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  a  firstand  second 
time. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  yield  my  concur- 
rence to  that  resolution  reported  from  ti»e  commit- 
tee of  which  I  am  a  member,  although  I  should 
prefer — as  the  members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
would  unanimously  prefe^r — thi^  it  wei'e  more 
emphatic  and  decided  in  its  expression  as  to  the 
intervention  of  France  on  this  continent.  It  is  a 
little  late  in  the  day  for  the  national  Legislature  to 
pass  such  a  resolution.  I  am  aware  that  not  only 
the  present  Administration  but  the  preoading  Ad- 
ministration have  not  been  as  vigilant  as  they 
should  have  been  as  to  our  continental  relations, 
and  the  protection  of  our  traditional  policy  in  that 
regard.  I  stood  here  laboring,  in  1860,  for  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  made  by  Mr.  McLane, 
in  order  that  the  United  States  might,  in  time, 
foil  these  very  designs  of  France  which  have  since 
been  developed  to  the  disgrace  of  our  Government 
and  nation  and  of  constitutional  liberty  on  this 
continent.  While  I  favor  the  resolution,  I  fear 
that  it  will  be  looked  upon  as  a  mere  brutwn  ful- 
mtn — words,  words,  words — nothing,  more.  If 
we  are  in  earnest,  we  ought  to  be  ready  to  back  it 
up  bysomething  physical.  I  think  that  is  the 
way  to  back  up  resolutions  ofall  kinds,and,  I  may 
add,  proclamations  ofall  kinds. 

I  believe  the  resolution  ought  to  be  more  sig- 
nificant and  more  emphatic,  especially  at  this 
time,  when  Maximilian  (who,  I  believe,  is  called 
the  Jlrch  Dupe  of  Louis  Napoleon,)  is  about 
moving  to  this  continent.  We  ought  to  be  pre- 
pared not  only  to  say,  but  to  make  it  effectual, 
that  no  crown  shall  be  established  on  this  conti- 
nent. We  should  stand  up  to  the  old  Democratic 
doctrine  which  always  cherished  a  defiance  ofall 
foreign  dictation.  That  doctrine,  as  enunciated 
by  a  Democratic  statesman,  is  this:  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  political  protectorate  by  anyone 
of  the  Powers  of  Europe  over  any  of  the  inde- 
]iendentStatesof  this  continent, or,  in  other  words, 
the  introduction  of  a  scheme  of  policy  which 
would  carry  with  it  a  right  to  interfere  in  their 
concerns,  is  a  measure  to  which  the  United  States 
have  long  since  avowed  their  opposition,  and 
which,  should  the  attempt  be  made,  they  will  re- 
sist by  all  the  means  in  their  power.  1  believe 
that  to-day  the  people  of  this  country  would  back 
up  an  Administration  that  would  give  a  proper 
defiance  to  this  French  intermeddling.  They 
would  sustain  the  doctrine  of  President  Monroe, 
which  has  been  since  his  time  always  hailed  as 
the  true  continental  policy  of  this  Government. 
With  these  remarks,  thanking  the  gentleman  for 
having  yielded  the  iloor  to  me,  1  conclude'whal 
I  have  to  say. 

.Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  am  sorry  that 
m^y  friend  from  Ohio  should  have  felt  compelled 
to  make  an  argument  against  the  resolution,  es- 
pecially as  I  understand  him  to  say  that  he  in- 
tends to  support  it. 

Mr.  COX.  I  did  not  make  an  argumentagainst 
the  resolution;  I  shall  vote  for  it.  Only  1  wish 
that  it  were  more  emphatic. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  do  not  know, 
Mr.  Speaker,  how  it  could  be  more  emphatic  than 
to  say  that  we  will  not  recognize  the  Government 
v/hicli  Euro()ean  Powers  contemplate  establishing 
on  our  soutiiern  frontier.  I  incline  to  think  that 
everybody  acquainted  with  the  conduct  of  foi'eign 
affairs  will  understand  that  a  Government  not  rec- 
ognized by  us,  resting  on  our  southern  border, 
will  have  a  very  uncomfortable  time  and  a  very 
short  lime  to  live.  Whether  it  is  wortli  while  to 
say,  in  so  many  word.s — what  we  are  not  pre- 
pared at  this  moment  to  do — that  we  mean,  by 
force  of  arms,  when  the  time  shall  come,  and  if 
this  warning  be  not  effective,  to  prevent  the  ac- 
complishment of  any  such  purpose,  gentlemen 
may  judge  for  themselves. 

Wlicn  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  refejs  to  the 
Democratic  policy  with  reference  to  tins  conti- 
nent, I  beg  leave  very  respectfully  to  remind  him 
that  Franco  and  England  have  ntore  tiian  once 
interfered  jointly  incoilimons,  in  South  Amcrica» 


between  different  parties,  in  different  republics'? 
and  if  there  was  a  protest  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  I  do  not  recollect  it. 
Certainly  there  was  no  armed  intervention  on  our 
part  to  exclude  their  intervention. 

We  inaugurate  another  policy  than  that  which 
characterized  the  Democratic  parly  ere  power 
passed  from  between  their  feet. 

The  Democratic  policy  in  dealing  with  our  re- 
publican brethren  in  South  America  and  in  Mex- 
ico has  been  that  of  the  wolf  to  the  lamb.  Their 
growl  was  to  frighten  foreign  wolves  from  the 
prey  they  marked  for  their  own;  they  hectored, 
bullied,  and  plundered  them  without  even  stretch- 
ing out  the  hand  of  republican  sympathy  to  ap- 
pease their  dissensions  or  consolidate  their  power. 

Mr.  COX.  I  trust  my  friend  from  Maryland 
will  not  forget  the  services  of  a  distinguished  citi- 
zen of  his  State,  Mr.  McLane,  who  made  a  treaty 
that  I  know  must  have  received  his  approbation, 
not  with  a  view  of  annexation,  but  with  a  view 
of  ex'teiiding  our  commerce,  and  with  a  view  of 
turning |50,000,000ofsilverfrom  Mexico,  which 
now  goes  mostly  to  England,  to  our  own  coun- 
try, and  which  treaty  was  defeated  by  a  union  of 
New  England  Senators  and  secession  Senators  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  I  believe  many 
of  the  party  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  ap- 
proved that  treaty  which  was  inaugurated  by.  a 
Democratic  Administration. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  suppose  the  treaty 
of  Mr.  McLane  was  intended  to  smooth  the  way 
for  the  intrusion  of  the  southern  interests  now  in 
rebellion  against  the  United  States  into  Mexico. 
It  afforded  southern  men  the  opportunity,  after 
breaking  away  from  the  Union,  to  fasten  them- 
selves upon  Mexico.  The  provisions  of  that 
treaty,  if  I  remember  rightly,  secured  such  a  right 
of  interference  and  intermeddling  in  the  affairs  of 
Mexico  as  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  policy 
of  this  Government  to  exercise,  unless  it  was  with 
the  further  purpose  of  reducing  Mexico  to  thecon- 
dition  of  a  province. 

If  my  friend  from  Ohio  had  expressed  his  re- 
gret at  the  failure  of  the  ratification  in  the  Senate 
of  the  treaty  negotiated  by  Mr.  Corwin,  granting 
pecuniary  aid  to  the  Government  of  Mexico, 
which  would  in  all  probability  have  prevented 
this  European  intervention,  I  should  have  heart- 
ily agreed  with  him. 

But,  sir,  that  time  has  already  passed.  The 
war  is  going  on,  and  we  wish,  before  another 
usurper  has  placed  his  foot  upon  Mexican  soil, 
to  let  Ijim  untferstand,  whether  he  be  of  the  house 
of  Austria  or  of  the  family  which  for  the  present 
disposes  of  the  forces  of  France,  both  the  well- 
known  enemies  of  republican  government,  and 
the  last  now  making  war  to  overturn  the  repub- 
lican Government  of  Mexico  and  establish  upon 
its  ruins  a  monarchical  Government,  that  that 
Government  will  not  be  recognized  by  us. 

Our  policy  is  very  different  from  the  Demo- 
cratic policy.  We  wish  to  cultivate  friendship 
wijJi  our  republican  brethren  of  Mexico  and  South 
America,  to  aid  in  consolidating  republican  prin- 
ciples, to  retain  popular  government  in  all  this 
continent  from  the  fangs  of  monarchical  or  aris- 
tocratic power,  and  to  lead  the  sisterhood  of 
American  republics  in  the  paths  of  peace,  pros- 
perity, and  power. 

I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  en- 
grossed, it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  tho 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland, called  for  the  yeaa 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  atid  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  109,  nays  0;  as  follows: 
«  YEAS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Alley, 
Allison,  Amen,  Ancona,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Au- 
eustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  I).  Baldwin,  Baxter,  ileamnn, 
Blaine,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Blow,  Boyd,  Brooks,  Broom- 
nil,  James  .S.  Brown,  WilllamG.  Brown, Chanler,  Ambrose 
VV.  Clark,  (ylay,  Cobb,  Colo,  Coi,CravenR,  Henry  Wintcf 
Davis,  Dawson,  Denison,  Dixon,  Driggs,  Eekley,  EdeiK 
Eldridgc,  Eliot,  English,  Finck,  Frank,  Grider,  iUrliinell^ 
Griswold.  Herrick,  Higby,  Holmnn,  Hooper,  HotclikiBa| 
Asahcl  VV.  Ilubbarrt,  Jenckcs,  Jullant  Ralbflcisch,  Francli 
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VV.  Kello^',  Orlando  Kellogg,  King,  Law,  Lazoar,  Long, 
Longyearj  Mallory,  Marcy,  McBridfi,  McClurg,  INJcKinney, 
MIddlcton,  SilmiiPl  F-  Miller,  Moorliead,  James  K.  Morris, 
Morrison,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nelson,  Norton, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Jolin  O'Neill,  Ortli,  Patterson,  Perliam, 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Priiyn,  Samuel  J.  Kandall,  William 
H.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Rogers,  Edward  H.  Rol- 
lins, Scott,  Shannon,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Strouse,  Thayer, 
Upson,  Van  Vnlkenhurgh,  Elihu  B.  VVashburne,  William  B. 
Washbm-h,Whaley,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Williams, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood, 
Woodbridge,  and  Yeaman — 109, 
NAYS— 0. 

So  the  joint  resolution  was  passeji. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  passed; 
and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on.  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.FoRNEV ,  their  Secretary ,  informing  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments,  disa- 
greed to  by  the  House,  to  the  bill  of  the  House 
to  provide  a  temporary  government  for  the  Ter- 
ritoryof  Montana,  agree  to  the  conference  asked 
for  by  the  House, and  haveappointed  Mr.  Wade, 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  and  Mr.  Sprague,  as  such 
committee  on  their  part. 

NORTH  PACIFIO  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  ask  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  fix  next  Monday,  after  the  morning 
hour,  for  the  consideration,  as  a  special  order, of 
the  bill  reported  for  a  North  Pacific  railroad.  It 
was  the  fifth  bill  reported  to  the  House  in  the 
present  Congress,  and  I  think  we  should  give  it 
a  hearing. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  object. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa  objects  to  the  special  order,  not  to  fix- 
ing that  day  for  its  consideration. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  object  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  being  discharged  from  its  consider- 
fition. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  move  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  question  was  put;  and  on  a  division,  there 
were — ayes  57,  noes  13;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  SPEAKER  ordered  tellers;  and  appointed 
Messrs.  Stevens  and  Wilson  as  such  tellers. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  75,  noes  20. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  two  thirds  hav- 
■  ing  voted  therefor. 

The  motion  was  then  adopted,  and  the  bill  was 
accordingly  postponed  and  made  a  f?pecial  order 
for  Monday  next  after  the  morning  hour. 
INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS. 

Mr.  WINDOM,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  an  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  the  awards  made  by  the  com- 
missioners appointed  under  and  by  virtue  of  an 
act  of  Congi-ess  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  for  damages  sustained  by  reason  of  the 
depredations  and  injuries  by  certain  bands  of 
Sioux  Indians,"  approved  February  16,  1863; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  with  the 
accompanying  report  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
recommitted  to  tiie  same  committee. 
GEORGE  THOMPSON. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  submit 
the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  Mr.  George  Thompson,  late  a  member  of  the 
British  Parliament,  in  a  letter  to  John  A.  Murrell,  dated 
March  18, 183'1,  declared  "that  the  dissolution  of  the  Union 
is  the  objectto  bt-kept  steadily  in  view  :"  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  heretofore  passed  granting 
the  use  of  this  Hall  to  said  Tliompsou  for  the  evening  ot 
the  6th  of  April  be,  and  thij  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  obj«cted. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  the  yeas  andnays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  44,  nays  56;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mcssrd.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Ullfs.  Brooks,  Chanter,  Clay,  Cox,  Cravens,  Daw- 
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son,  Deitison,  Eden,  Eldridgc,  Entilfrh,  Finck,  Grider,  Gris- 
wold,  Harrington,  lionjamiiTGi  llarris,  llerrick,  llolniaii, 
Philip  Johnson,  Kallideisch,  Law,  Lazear,Long,  Mallory, 
Marcy,  McKiiiney,  JriinesK.  Morris,  Nelson,  Jolni  O'Neill, 
Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Kandiill,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Scott,  John  B. 
Steele,  Strouse,  EliliuB.  Washbtirnc,  Wheeler,  Winfield, 
and  Yeaman — i4. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ash- 
ley, Baxter,  Beainan,  Blaine,  Blow,  ISoyd,  Brooniall,  Wil- 
liam G.  Brown,  Cobb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas 
T.  Davis,  Dixon,  Driggs,  EcUley,  Eliot,  Frank,  Grinnell, 
Higby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Francis  VV.  Kellogg,  Longyear,  McClurg,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  Moorliead,  AuiOs  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Orlh,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy, 
Price,  William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  11.  Rice,  Edward  H. 
Rollins,  Shannon,  Spalding,  Stevens, Tliayer,  Upson,  Van 
Valkenburgh,  William  B.  Washburn,  Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  and  Windom — 56. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  two  thirds 
not  voting  in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  HOOPER  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspend- 
ed and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on 
the  special  order,  being  the  national  currency  bilj. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  ask  my  colleague  to  yield  to 
me  to  move  that  next  Friday  after  the  morning 
hour  shall  be  set  apart  for  the  consideratio/i  of 
business  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  day  has  already  been 
assigned  to  a  special  order. 

-Mr.  ASHLEY.  Until  the  bill  reported  from 
the  select  committee  on  the  rebellious  States  is 
disposed  of,  I  shall  object  to  all  special  orders. 

Mr.  ALLEY.     I  will  say  Friday  of  next  week. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     1  object. 

Mr.  ALLEY.     I  move  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  not  the 
floor  to  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  suggest  that  the  gentleman 
move  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  immediately 
after  the  bill  relating  to  the  rebellious  States  has 
been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I. object. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  HOOPER  Moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  House  resolve  itself  in  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to 
take  u|)  the  national  currency  bill,  which  is  the 
special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Rollins, 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration,  as  a  special  order,  of  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  national  currency 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks,  arid 
to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption 
thereof.  .    • 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  when  the  com- 
mittee rose  on  Saturday  evening  the  fiftieth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  was  under  consideration. 

The  section  was  read. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  insert  the  words, 
"  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Currency,"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Sec.  50.  .^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  becoming 
satisfied,  as  specified  in  this  act,  that  any  association  has 
refused  to  pay  its  circulating  notes  as  therein  mentioned, 
and  is  in  default,  the  Comptroller  ofthe  Currency  may  forth- 
with appoint  a  receiver,  and  require  of  him  such  bond  and 
security  as  he  shall  deem  proper,  who,  under  the  direction 
ofthe  Comptroller,  shall  take  possession  of  the  books,  rec- 
ords, and  assets  of  every  description  of  such  association,  col- 
lect all  debts,  dues,  and  claims  belonging  to  such  association, 
and,  upon  theorder  of  acourt  of  record  of  competent  juris- 
diction, may  sell  or  compound  all  bad  or  doubtliil  debts, 
and,  on  a  like  order,  sell  all  the  real  and  personal  property 
of  such  association,  on  such  terms  as  the  court  shall  direct ; 
snd  such  receiver  shall  pay  over  all  moneys  so  made  to  the 
Treasurer  ofthe  United  States,  subject  to  llie  order  of  the 
Comptroller  ofthe  Currency,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  so,"  and,  after  the  word  "proved,"  to  insert 
the  words  "to  his  satisfaction,"  so  that  it  will 
read : 

And  from  time  to  time  tlie  Comptroller, after  ftill  provis- 
ion shall  have  been  first  made  for  refunding  to  the  United 
Slates  any  such  deficiency  in  redeeming  the  notes  of  such 
association  as  is  mentioned  In  iIiIb  act,  sliall  make  a  rata- 


ble dividend  ofthe  moneys  paid  over  to  him  by  such  receiver 
on  all  such  claims  as  may  have  been  proved  to  liis  satisfac- 
tion, &,c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  fifty-eighth  section  was  road,  as  follows: 

Sec.  58.  jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person 
who  shall  mutilate,  cut,  deface,  disfigure,  or  perforate  with 
holes,  or  shall  unite  or  cement  together,  or  do  any  other 
thing  to  any  bank  bill,  draft,  note,  or  other  evidence  of  debt 
issued  by  any  such  association,  or  shall  cause  or  procure 
the  same  to  be  done,  with  intent  to  render  such  bank  bill 
draft,  note,  or  other  evidence  of  debt  unfit  to  be  reissued  by 
said  association,  shall  upon  conviction  forfeit  fifty  dollars' 
to  the  association  vvlio  shall  be  injured  thereby,  to  be  re- 
covered by  action  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  move  to  strike  that  section  out, 
for  the  reason  that  no  good  can  be  accomplished 
by  its  retention. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  several  verbal  amend?. 
ments  to  the  sixtieth  section;  so  that  it  will  read 
as  follows: 

Sec.  60.  Jlnd  Ic  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person 
shall  make  or  engrave,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  made  or 
engraved,  or  shall  have  in  his  custody  or  possession  any 
plate,  die,  or  block  after  the  similitude  of  any  plate,  die,  or 
block  from  which  any  circulating  notes  issued  as  aforesaid 
shall  have  been  prepared  or  printed,  with  intentto  use  such 
plate,  die,  or  block,  or  cause  or  suffer  the  same  to  be  used 
in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes  issued  as  afore- 
said, &c. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  insert  in  the  sixty- 
second  section  the  words  "  appointments  made;" 
so  that  it  will  read: 

Sec.  62.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,That  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  a  national  currency,  secured  by  a  pledge 
of  United  States  stocks,  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation 
and  redemi)tion  thereof,"  approved  February  25,  1863,  is 
herebyrepealed  :  Pro  ntderf.  That  such  repeal  shall  notaffect 
any  appointments  made,  acts  done,  or  proceedings  had,  or 
the  organization,  acts,  or  proceedings  of  any  association  or- 
ganized or  in  the  process  of  organization  under  the  act  afore- 
said, &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  and  may  adopt  a  new  name  in  place  of  or  in  ad- 
dition to  its  numerical  designation, "and  to  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

And  with  the  approval  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cur- 
rency may,  in  lieu  ofthe  names  specified  in  their  respect- 
ive organization  certificate,  take  any  other  name  preferred 
by  them  and  duly  certified  to  the  Comptroller,  without  prej- 
udice to  any  right  acquired  under  this  act  and  the  act  hereby 
repealed,  but  no  such  change  shall  be  made  after  six  moutths 
from  the  p.issage  of  this  act. 

So  that  it  will  read: 

That  all  such  associations  so  organized  or  In  process  of 
organization  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privilegesgranted, 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities,  and  restrictions 
imposed  by  this  act,  with  the  approval,  &c. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  would  inquire  if  this  amend- 
ment does  away  with  the  provision  requiring  that 
the  banks  shall  benumbered  one,  two,  three, <fcc., 
in  the  different  States,  and  brings  them  back  to 
the  old  names.' 

Mr.  HOOPER.    That  is  the  intention  of  it. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  think  it  is  an  excellent  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  sixty- 
second  section  by  ad  ding  thereto  the  proviso  which 
I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 
That  all  of  the  property  and  effects  of  the  associatlong 
organized  under  this  act  (except  bonds  issued  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  which  may  be  expressly  exempt  from  tax- 
ation) shall  be  subject  to  the  same  taxation  and  for  the  same 
purposes  as  other  property  of  the  Slate  in  which  the  asso- 
ciation shall  be  organized. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Without  desiring  to  submit 
any  remarks  in  favor  of  this  proposition,  I  wi§h 
to  inquire  whether  it  would  be  in  order  to  submit 
an  independent  section  at  this  stage  of  the  bill,  be- 
tween the  sixty-second  and  sixty-third  sectionsas 
they  now  stand.'  If  it  is,  instead  of  offering  this 
as  an  amendment  to  the  sixty-second  section  I 
will  offer  it  as  a  new  section,  to  come  in  after  the 
section  now  under  consideration. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  will  be  in  order  to  do 
so  at  the  end  of  the  bill.  « 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  adhere  to  my  amend- 
ment. 


iJrlO 


THE  CONGKESSiOiNAL  GLOBD. 


April  4, 


Mr.  STEVENS.  This  is  tl,.'  very  question 
over  whicli  wii  liad  such  a  loiii^  ilcbuie  llie  other 
day.  1  iiope  we  shall  adiiero  lo  ih<!  iloi-.i.sion  \vc 
then  made. 

On  a  division  of  llie  committee  there  were — 
ayes  3'2,  noi  s  40;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  do  notdcsire  to  break  up  tiie 
committee,  and  I  irustgenllemen  will  consent  that 
this  proposition  may  go  before  the  House  for  the 
purpose  of  having  a  direct  vote  upon  it. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  BLAINE  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Stevens  and 
Mr.  HoLMAN  were  appointed. 

TIh^  comfiiitlee  divided;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— ayes  44,  noes  50. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
oiit  the  si.xty-third  section,  as  follows: 

Sec.  63.  .iiid  he  it  further  inncted,  'I'li.at  the  Kiink  of 
Coiiimerco,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  iriay,  and  aiuliority 
U  liercljy  gr.inti'il  to  llie  said  l)aiik  to,  beconio  a  iiaiional 
aFSOCiaiioii  under  lliis  act;  and  in  pucIi  case  tlie  articles 
of  association  and  tlie  organization  certificate  required  liy 
tills  act  may  lie  txccuted  liy  a  majority  of  tin;  directors  (jf 
said  Ijank.  And  a  ni.ijorily  olllie  directors,  after  executing 
said  articles  of  assuciaiinn,  and  orgunization  certilicate, 
shall  have  power  lo  cx'-oute  all  oilier  papers  and  do  vv'liat 
ever  may  lie  rcfiuired  to  make  its  organization  perfect  and 
coinplele  as  a  national  association  ;  and  llie  directors  aforo- 
Kaid  may  be  llie  directors  of  tlie  association  until  mliers  are 
elected  or  appointed,  in  accordance  witli  tlie  provisions  of 
its  present  articles  of  association  ;is  .-i  State  li.iiik  ;  and  the 
personal  liability  or  tlic  .sharclioidors  for  any  contract,  debt, 
or  engagement  of  the  association  sliall  be  the  same  as  under 
Us  present  articles  of  associatitui  as  a  State  bank.  And 
when  the  Coinpirolb'r  sliall  give;  to  such  association  a  eer- 
riticatc,  under  Ills  hand  andotlicial  seal,  that  the  provisions 
of  this  act  have  been  complied  with,  ami  that  it  is  author- 
ized lo  commence  the  business  of  biinkint;  luukr  it,  the 
said  associaiioii  sliall  have  the  same  powers  and  privdi'ges, 
and  shall  he  subject  to  the  same  duties,  respon>,ibililies, 
and  rules,  in  all  respects,  except  as  aforesaid,  as  is  pre- 
Bcribed  in  tills  act  for  oilier  as.stjclations  organized  under 
it,  and  shall  be  held  and  regarded  as  an  association  under 
this  act. 

And  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 
Gec.  63.  Jl ml  be  it  further  enacted,  Tiiat  jiersoiis  hold- 
tng  slock  as  executors,  administrators,  guardians,  and  trus- 
tees, shall  not  lie  personally  subject  to  any  liabilities  as 
sto<-klio|ders;  but  the  assets  and  funds  in  tlicirliands shall 
he  liable  in  like  luanner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  tes- 
tator, iutestale,  vvtud,  or  person  interested  in  such  trust 
I'unds  would  be  if  they  were  rcs|)cctively  living  and  com- 
petent to  act  and  luild  the  stock  in  their  own  name. 

iVIr.  NELSON.  I  iTiove  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  substituting  therefor  the  following: 

Jlndhe  it  further  enacted,  Tlint  the  circulating  notes  now 
or  hereafter  issued  by  banking  associations  organized  by 
or  under  the  laws  of  any  of  ihe  States,  the  redemption  of 
which  i.s  secured  solely  by  a  pledge  of  the  stocks  of  the 
United  States,  and  lo  the  same  extent  ns  the  circulating 
notes  issued  by  the  banking  associations  oigaiiized  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  receivable  lor  taxes  and 
all  Uovernment  dues  except  duties  ou  Imports  and  interest 
on  the  public  debt;  and  the  affairs  of  such  State  banks 
ghall  be  subject  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Currency. 

The  proposition  which  I  have  ofFered  as  a  sub- 
stitute is  highly  important — to  the  State  of  New 
York,  at  all  events,  That  State  has  a  banking 
system  which  they  consider  perfect.  Many  of 
the  provi.siona  of  the  act  now  before  the  House, 
I  notice,  are  copied  almost  word  for  word  from 
thcgeneral  banking  law  of  the  State  ofNew  York. 
The  adoption  of  the  amendment  I  have  proposed 
can  in  nowise  injure  the  Government.  It  will 
make  a  sale  for  the  slocks  of  the  United  States; 
and  it  merely  places  the  State  banks,  which  are 
secuied  solely  by  stocks  of  (he  United  States, 
upon  the  same  footing  ns  the  banks  organized  un- 
der thejirovisionsofthis  act.  Under  the  amend- 
ment 1  propose,  if  they  iiave  one  dollar  of  the 
stock  of  any  State  of  the  Union,  their  bills  can- 
not circulate  the  same  as  those  issued  by  the  bank- 
ing' association  established  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act.  Under  tlie  amendinent  I  have  pro- 
posted  their  issues  must  be  secui'ed  by  the  stocks 
of  the  United  States  to  the  same  extent  as  aie 
those  of  banking  associations  organized  under 
this  act;  and  in  addition  to  that  it  is  provided  that 
these  State  banks  sliall  he  subject  to  the  inspec- 
lion  and  examination  of  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Currency. 

It  does  one  other  thing.  It  allows  the  Slate 
banks  cither  to  remniri  as  they  are,  for  in.staiicr^, 
in  the  Stale  of  .^^ew  York— institutions  in  which 
ihe  people  of  that  Slate  have  unlimited  confideneti 
—or  allows  Ihern  to  cr>me  under  the  provisions  of 
"r'ij"^^'  '^"^*'-  riy  virtue  of  the  blinking  law 
of  «ew  York  the  b.mks  must  linvo  lo  a  certain 
extent  a  certain  amount  of  State  Block  ns  llie 


foundation  of  their  in.uitiitions;  and  if  they  cut 
loose  from  the  law  of  ihe  State  and  secure  wholly 
by  United  States  stocks,  then  ihey  come  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act.  In  my  judgment,  it  will 
do  no  damage  to  the  Government.  It  will  make 
all  these  banks  inlei-ested  in  Government  stocks; 
it  will  make  them  the  basis  of  tiieir  banking  cap- 
ital if  they  see  fit;  and  it  will  leave  intact  and  un- 
damaged, at  all  events  to  t|jat  extent,  the  moneyed 
insiitutions  of  the  State  in  which  the  people  of  the 
State  have  confidence. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  will  merely  read  from  the 
statement  of  the  circukition  of  the  banks  of  New 
York  lo  show  how  this  amendiiient  will  operate: 
"Bellinger  Bank — capital,  §10,000;  circulation, 
$72,000/'     That  is  all  1  have  to  say. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  could  not  hear  what 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  read.  1  would 
like  to  have  it  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  merely  stated  the  amount 
of  capital  and  circulation  of  one  of  the  banks  of 
New  York.  The  one  was  $10,000  and  the  other 
§72,000. 

Mr.  KERNAN.     Oh  !  you  must  be  mistaken. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     That  is  the  return. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.     Mr.  Chairman 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  am  not  undertaking 
to  debate.  I  only  want  to  know  what  the  gentle- 
nfan  from  Pennsylvania  said.  I  desire  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
when  he  states  facts,  shall  state  them  so  that  they 
can  te  hearti  Ufion  this  side  of  the  House. 

Tlie  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  It  seems  that  I  cannot 
bu  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  is  not  in 
order.  Debate  "is  exhausted  on  the  pendingamend- 
ment.  ^ 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
My  coll(;ague  is  not  debating,  he  is  only  making 
an  inquiry  as  lo  what  was  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens.]  The  gen- 
tleman from  Fennsylvaniaconsumed  but  two  min- 
utes of  his  five  minutes.  He  has  three  minutes 
left  in  which  lie  can  let  my  colleague  make  his 
inquiry. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thcgentlemanfi-om  Penn- 
sylvania concluded  his  remarks  and  resumed  liis 
seat. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  He  spoke  in  suchan 
inaudible  manner  that  1  could  not  hear  him. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  \vc  shall  not  hurry  this  de- 
bate. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  no  power 
but  to  enforce  the  rules. 

JVlr.  KALBFLEISCH.  The  Chair  exercises  a 
good  deal  of  power,  then,  if  he  has  not  any. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  lask  the  consentof  thecom- 
mittee  to  mahe  a  statementij 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  committee  cannot  give 
such  consent. 

Tlie  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  object.'  ' 

Mr.  WILSON.  No,  sir;  1  only  suggest  to  the 
Chair  whether  such  consent  can  be  given  by  the 
committee  after  the  House  has  directed  the  debate 
to  be  closed. 

The  CHAIRlMAN.  If  there  is  no  objection 
the  gentleman  fron)  New  York  will  proceed.  Tlie 
Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  simply  desire  to  slate,  in 
reterence  lo  the  banking  system  of  New  York, 
that  the  gentleman  I'rom  Pennsylvania  must  be 
mistaken  in  saying  that  a  bank  in  the  Stale  of 
New  York  issues  more  bills  than  it  hasdeposiled 
stock  for.  We  require  by  law  that  each  bank 
shall  have  all  their  circulating  bills  counlersignci] 
by  a  Stale  officer,  tuid  it  is  required  to  deposit 
with  our  bank  superintendent  dollar  tor  dollar, 
for  the  bills  which  il  issues,  in  United  Stales  or 
State  stocks,  or  in  bonds  and  mortgages,  and  ten 
per  cent,  besides.  I  know  iioihing  about  the  liel- 
linger  bank,  but  1  know  that  it  cannot  be  thai  il 
has  issued  nioi'e  bills  than  it  has  put  ii})  the  re- 
quiretl  security  for. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  As  I  was  not  heard  u[)oii  the 
othiu-  aide  of  the  House,  I  will  only  say  that  I 
spoKe  of  the  capital  luid  circulation  of  certain 
bunks  in  llie  Slate  of  New  York.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  ndiingor  bank,  as  it  is  returned  to  us 


fiom  the  Department,  is  iJilO.OOO,  and  the  circula- 
tion$72,000.  Thecapital  of  the  Suffolk  County  " 
bank  is  $20,000,  and  the  circulation  $82,000.  It 
may  be  that  what  ihcgenileman  from  New  Vork 
[Mr.  Kep.nan]  says  is  correct,  but  I  only  read 
from  the  official  statement. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  If  the  gentleman  will  permit 
me,  I  can  give  him  a  belter  statement  than   that. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  official 
statement  of  one  of  the  national  banfcs  of  Now 
York — its  third  quarterly  report.  The  capital 
stock  is  §300,000.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  deposited  therein  ![pl,431,791,  which  pays  no 
interest.  The  loans  and  discounts  of  the  Ijaiik 
amount  to  j^518,516.  A  considerable  [loixion  of 
this  is  a  temporary  loan  to  the  Government,  on 
which  Uncle  Sam  pays  the  bank  five  per  cent. — 
the  loan  being  out  of  the  Government's  own  de- 
posits. In  other  words,  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment deposits  §1,431,791  iti  a  bank  which  has  only 
§300,000  capital.  Now,  if  the  statement  of  the 
Bellinger  bank  is  true,  this  national  bank  beats  it 
all  hollow. 

iMr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  know  a  little  of  the 
banks  Ihntare  organized  under  the  law  of  ihi;  Slate 
of  New  York.  The  very  first  step  of  a  bank,  be- 
fore it  circulates  any  notes,  is  to  deposit  either 
bonds  of  the  State  or  bonds  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  it  cannot  commence  business  unless  the  cap- 
ital is  paid  in.  As  to  the  Bellinger  bank,  I  never 
heard  of  it  before.  We  have  to  get  the  gentle- 
inan  from  Pennsylvania  [iMr.  Stevens]  to  tell  us 
where  it  is  located.  I  never  heard  of  such  an  in- 
stitution in  the  State  of  New  York.  The  law  of 
the  State  requires  the  capital  to  be  used  in  the 
p\irchase  of  bonds  of  the  State  of  New  York  and 
of  the  United  States,  and  these  are  to  be  depos- 
ited before  there  is  any  circulation  of  notes.  I 
deny  here,  and  challenge  contradiction,  that  there 
is  any  bank  in  the  State  of  New  York  which  has 
a  greater  circulation  than  the  amount  of  its  capital. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Nelsok's 
amendmentto  theamendmenl,and  it  was  rejected.- 

ThequeetionrecurredonMr.  Hooper's  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  in  favor  of  striking  cjuI  that 
section,  though  1  atn  not  in  favor  of  inserting 
what  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  proposes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  exhaiisted  on 
the  pending  motion. 

Mr.  COX.  There  has  been  no  debate  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts;  the  debate  was  on  the  annend- 
ment  to  the  amendment  offered  by  tlie  gentleman 
from  New  York. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  debate  is  exhausted  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  but  the  last  word.  The  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  is  to  strike 
out  the  sixty-third  section, -which  gives  certain 
privileges  to  the  already  privileged  corporation  of 
the  Bank  of  Commerce.  I  am  in  favor  of  strik- 
ing that  out;  but  for  the  same  reason  I  am  in  favor 
of  strilting  out  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  on  Saturday,  lo 
whicli  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  R>n- 
dai-l]  addressed  himself.  My  reason  for  it  ia 
this:  this  Bank  of  Commerce,  whether  il  cornea 
eo  nomine  or  under  the  genei-al  clause  such  as 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  on 
Saturday,  has  certain  special  privileges  in  its  ar- 
ticles of  association  which  will  give  it  a  favor 
under  this  national  banking  law  to  which  il  is  not 
entitled.  If  it  gets  that  advantage,  other  banks 
should  also  Iiave  the  saine  privilege. 

I  make  these  remarks,  Mr.  Chairman,  not  be- 
cause I  have  any  hojre  of  defeating  the  )iroposi- 
tioii  adopted  on  Saturday,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  llie  attention  of  tlie  committee  lo  the  spe- 
cial privilegt^s  to  be  given  lo  this.Bank  of  Com- 
merce. I  believe  the  gentleman  from  iMassachu- 
sctts  will  not  say  that  the  objeclof  this  move-ment 
is  to  have  any  other  edecl  liian  in  regard  lo  this 
Hank  of  Commeice.  What  is  this  bank.'  My 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ramdall]  could 
not  in  his  five  minutes  explain  it  fully.  I  will 
send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  and  ask  to  have  read 
a  memorandum  explaining  what  this  Bank  of 
Commerce  is  and  what  its  articles  are.  When 
this  proposition  comes  lobe  voted  on  in  the  Houso 
1  will  nsk  to  imve  the  vote  taken  by  yeoa  and 
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nays.  I  want  niembiirs  to  understand  what  ex- 
traordinary privileges  they  are  granting  to  this 
monster  corporation.  IFtliey  understand  it  fully 
they  never  will  fix  this  B;\nk  of  Commerce  under 
lli^  general  national  banking  law — never.  If 
there  be  no  objection,  iNvill  aslc  to  have  the  mem- 
orandum read. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Clerk  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"The  snides  of  association  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce 
confer  tli<!  following  extraoiilinary  powers  and  privileges, 
namely: 

"J.  The  continuance  of  tlie  bank  until  tlie  year  1889, 
beinji  tor  fifty  years  from  183U. 

'■■2.  Directors  to  hold  office  during  good  liehavior,  or  until 
they  cease  to  liold  one  hundred  shares  of  llie  stock.  This 
maites  a  close  corporation.  The  dir(^ctors  "appoint  their 
successors,  and  fcill.povver  is  given  to  a  majority,  except 
U>r  the  rejuoval  of  om;  of  their  body ;  tliut  requires  a  vote  of 
two  thirds  of  tlic  directors. 

'•3.  Power  is  given  to  establish  in  the  State  of  New  York 
or  elsewhere  agencies  or  Jiranciies  for»tlie  transaction  of 
business.  The  stockholders  bind  themselves  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  directors. 

"4.  Stockholders  and  directors  arec,\empt  from  all  indi- 
vidual liability  for  any  contract,  debt,  or  engagement  of 
the  association,  for  any  act,  default,  or  neglect  of  any  offi- 
cer thereof,  and  liave  full  exemption  from  liiibiiity  con- 
ferred upon  them. 

"  Capital  may  be  increased  to  $20,000,000  by  vote  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  directors,  and  §30,000,000  in  addition  piay  be 
subscribed  by  the  United  Slates,  or  by  any  or  eitlierof  the 
States,  at  such  price  and  upon  such  lernis  and  conditions 
as  a  majority  of  tlie  directors  may  elect. 

"  The  board  of  directors  may  acceiit  anyadditional  pow- 
ers and  privileges,  may  a|)ply  tor  and  acceiit  any  act  of  in- 
corporation upon  sucli  terjiis  as  they  will  accept,  and  may 
transfer  all  the  assets  of  the  liank  to  such  corporation,  pro- 
vided that  the  stockholders  are  not  made  liable  Individu- 
ally by  such  act  of  incorporation." 

Mr.  COX.  I  believe  that  the  effect  of  this  will 
be  to  create  a  great  monster  national  institution 
ill  New  York,  with  branches  all  over  the  country. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  COX  withdrew  his  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Hooper's 
amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to.  ^ 

.  .Mr.  WARD.  I  move  the  following  as  a  sepa- 
rate section  to  come  in  before  the  last  in  tlie  printed 
bill,  which  last  section  is,  1  believe,  merely  a  re- 
pealing section: 

Any  State  bank  proposing  to  organize  under  this  act  In 
niaiiiiGr  lierein  provided  sliall  withdraw  its  State  circula- 
tion liefore  such  oig:uiizatioii  shall  be  completed  and  em- 
powered to  transact  its  business  under  the  provisions  herein. 

Mr.  WARD,  (his  time  being  extended  by 
unanimous  consent.)  Throughout  all  parts  of 
the  country  there  is  a  deeply  seated  apprehension 
that  unless  the  undue  expansion  of  our  papercur- 
rency  be  immediately  checked  the  [leople  will  be 
burdened  with  debt  and  taxation  exceeding  in 
magnitude  those  of  Great  Britain  contracted  dur- 
ing a  century  of  foreign  warfare  or  inflicted  by  a 
Government  which  we  have  been  accustomed  to 
regard  as  extortionate  and  oppressive.  I  have 
already  had  occasion  to  express  th.e  belief  that 
the  issue  of  mere  promises  to  pay,  called  paper 
money,  instead  of  adopting  prompt,  vigoroiis, 
and  adequate  measures  of  taxation,  has  from  the 
first  been  no  less  injurious  to  the  pecuniary  inter- 
ests of  the  nation  than  to  a  just  appreciation  of 
the  political  crisis  and  revolution  in  which  we  are 
involved.  I  have  never  shrunk  from  voting  all 
Buch  supplies  as  the  Government  considered  ne- 
cessary to  overcome  the  rebellion,  yet  I  have  al- 
ways desired  that  while  the  citizens  of  theUnited 
States  are  growing  poorer  and  poorer  every  day 
as  long  as  the  war  continues,  they  should  be  de- 
luded by  no  fictitious  appearance  of  prosperity, 
but  those  truths  which  they  are  sure  to  learn  at 
last  should  be  brought  practically  home  to  their 
minds  and  pockets  from  the  beginning.  Under 
such  a  system  of  taxation  as  I  have  advocated^ 
greater  economy  would  have  been  practiced,  our 
securities  would  have  commanded  in  a  greater 
degree  the  confidence  of  capitalists  and  the  people, 
our  national  councils  would  have  been  more  de- 
liberative, and  we  should  have  been  stronger  in 
the  end. 

Iliad  hoped  tiiere  would  be  no  division  of  opin- 
ion among  ua  as  to  the  inexpediency  of  contin- 
uing to  increase  the  volume  of  such  a  curren- 
cy, and  yet  its  amount  is  l)ut  little  understood  by 
the  country.  Until  lately  we  have  labored  under 
e.hronic  difficulties  in  the  want  of  precise  inform- 
ation as  to  our  financial  condition.  During  the 
last  month  one  of  my  colleagues  [Mr.STEiiBiNs] 
Slated  that  the  amount  of  the  circulating  medium 
was  f  400,000,000,  and  quoted  iho  opinion  of  the 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  this  was  amply 
sufficient,  that  it  could  not  be  increased  except  at 
the  hazard  of  swift  destruction  to  the  whole  sys- 
tein,  and  that  no  increase  ought  to  be  considered 
for  a  moment;  while  another,  [Mr.  Fenton,]  in 
the  same  debate,  and  in  support  of  the  same  en- 
actment, computed  the  governmental  currency  as 
being  f,608, 600,268,  and  still  another  colleague 
[Mr.  BaooKs]  says  the  currency  issued  March 
15,  1864,  stands  thus: 

Temporary  loan $47,207,545 

United  States  Treasury  notes 449,073,610 

Fractional  currency 19,173,320 

Interest-bearing  'J'reasury  notes 130,131,441 


$645,.585,922 
Add  certificates  of  Indebtednesg 134,098,000 


$•779,683,922 


On  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  it  appears  that,  including  the  vari- 
ous notes  and  certificates  of  indebtedness  issued 
on  behalf  of  the  Government,  the  amount  of  this 
circulation  outstanding  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1863,  was  §720,073,028.  I  include  these  certifi- 
cates in  my  estimate,  because  they  are  practically 
substitutes  for  legal  tender,  held  on  deposit  or  in 
private  hands,  aitd  hence  have  the  same  eflect  in 
producing  an  inflation  of  the  currency  as  if  they 
were  ordinary  notes,  atid  are  entirely  distinct 
from  permanent  loans.  A  furtheramount  of  jpl04,- 
934,102  was  only  lent  temporarily,  and  was  due 
upon  ten  days'  notice.  Thus  w5  had  at  that  time 
floating  evidences  of  debt,  make-shift  expedients 
to  avoid  taxation,  in  all  no  less  than  $825,007,- 
730,  incurred  since  22d  of  June,  1860,  and  before 
September  30,  1863.  The  permanent  loans  ef- 
fected during  the  same  time  \</oac  less  than  five 
hundred  million  dollars,  ($494,963,500;)  less  than 
the  liabilities  left  unpaid  and  to  mature  early  by 
more  than  three  hundred  million  dollars — consid- 
erably more  than  sixty  per  cent. 

According  to  an  official  statement  published 
more  recently  tlie  amount  of  Government  notes 
and  fractional  currency  in  circulation  on  the  15th 
instant  was  $598,571,636.  Including  one  and  two 
year  notes  and  certificates  of  indebtedness  this 
paper  money  was  1,824,796,576,  while  the  whole 
then  due  by  the  United  States,  includitig  a  large 
sum  in  three-year  notes,  was  |il,580,201,744,  so 
that  on  this  statement  far  less  than  one  half  of  the 
money  already  spent  is  permanently  funded. 

During  the  forty-two  days  ending  on  the  15th 
March,  the  issues  of  one  and  two-year  notes  aver- 
aged $2,000,000  every  day.  Between  the  2d  of 
February  and  the  15th  of  March  $80,000,000  were 
added  to  the  amount  previously  afloat,  showing 
alike  the  difficulty  experienced  in  selling  the  se- 
curities of  the  Governrhent  or  fundi'iig  its  debt, 
and  one  of  the  reasons  why  gold  continues  to  rise 
in  spite  of  legislation  intended  to  arrest  it. 

The  amountof  paper  money  thus  in  circulation 
in  the  loyal  States  alone  is  $992,369,376,  exclu- 
sive of  the  $300,000,000  proposed  by  the  banks  to 
be  created  under  the  new  national  system.  The 
practical  result  will,  1  fear,  be  alike,  whether  the 
actual  amount  of  currency  shall  be  $1,300,000,000 
or  much  less.  We  are  increasing  it  day  by  day, 
adding  more  to  it  than  we  raise  by  taxation  or 
are  able  to  borrow  for  such  a  term  of  years  as  we 
shall  inevitably  require. 

The  bill  under  review,  considered  by  itself 
alone,  will  stimulate  the  spirit  of  speculation  to 
an  extent  not  only  without  precedent  in  this  coun- 
try, but  so  great  that  it  is  hardly  possible  ade- 
quately to  realize  its  effects.  It  appears  from  the 
last  report  on  the  condition  of  the  finances  that  on 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1863, 
The  capital  of  the  banks  (exclusive  of  the  ten  southern  and 

southwestern  States)  was $297,791,630 

Their  circulation  W'as 167,572,810 

Loans  and  diseounl!* 507,637,012 


$973,001,452 


While  this  law  authorizes  the  issue  of  $300,- 
000,000'  in  currency,  three  times  that  amount,  or 
not  less  than  $900,000,000,  may  be  added  to  the 
banking  capital  of  the  country;  and  this  direction 
of  money  is  encouraged  by  exemption  from  tax- 
ation. Capital  invested  in  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures, or  commerce,  pursuits  directly  productive 
and  giving  einployment  to  the  industrial  masses 
of  the  people,  may  be  in  various  ways  subjected 
to  burdens  for  the  support  of  Goveniinont  in  ad- 


dition to  the  income  derived  from  it.  Under  the 
proposed  system  banking  capital  would  be  in- 
creased from  $297,791,6.30  to  $1,197,791,630;  the 
circulation  from  $167,572,810  to  $467,572,810; 
and  as  the  average  of  lo;ins  and  discoiinls  by  the 
banks  is  nearly  seventy  per  cent,  more  than  the 
capital,  the  amount  of  these  would  be  $1,500,000.- 
000  in  addition  to  $507,637,012  already  existing; 
in  all,  $2,007,637,012  of  loans  and  discounts.  I 
have  no  intention  to  exaggerate,  but  simply  to 
point  out  the  probable  disastrous  consequence  of 
the  measure  under  consideration.  If  I  am  in 
error  as  to  the  amount  of  new  capital  that  can  be 
created  under  this  act  and  which  must  be  em- 
ployed to  be  profitable,  I  desire  to  be  corrected. 
It  is  a  scheme  without  a  parallel.  The  United 
States  Bank  with  its  capital  of  $30,000,000  sinks 
into  insignificance.  In  some  remarks  upon  this 
bill  my  colleague  [Mr.  KernajJ]  said: 

"  Under  this  law  all  the  wealth  of  the  country,  all  the 
personal  property  can  be  put  into  the  hanks  to  the  Hinount 
of  $900,000,000 — if  lam  wrong  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts will  correct  me^because  the  only  limitation  of 
this  act  is  that  there  shall  be  but  §300,000,000  of  currency, 
and  for  that  currency  there  must  be  deposited  United  States 
stock.  But  no  bank  Is  required  to  put  up  stock  beyond 
thirty-three  and  one-tliirtrper  cent,  of  its  capital.  Then 
we  may  organize  a  bank  of  $300,000,  and  we  need  put  up 
but  $100,000  of  United  States  stock,  but  we  may  pay  In 
and  use  tor  banking  purposes  $200,000  more. 

"  Mr.  Hooper.  1  think  the  gentleman  narrows  thellmlt 
ti)o  much.  The  only  limit  to  the  amount  of  the  bank  capi- 
tal is  the  amount  of  the  public  debt,  and  there  may  be 
capital  of  three  times  the  amount  of  tlie  debt  of  the  United 
States." 

The  public  debt  now  exceeds  $1,500,000,000; 
therefore,  according  to  the  views  of  the  honorable 
member  having  charge  of  this  bill,  [Mr.  Hooper,] 
the  capital  may  be  not  only  the  amount  of  the 
present  and  any  future  debt,  butmay  beextended 
three  times  the  amount  thereof.  It  is  a  scheme 
that  must  inflict  permanent  injury  upon  the  future 
of  the  country. 

We  have  not,  even  of  late  years,  been  without 
practical  knowledge  as  to  the  effects  of  financial 
experiments  like  those  now  proposed,  although 
on  a  scale  of  less  enormity.  The  currency  of  the 
whole  nation  never  before,  except  in  1857,  when 
the  ten  southern  and  southwestern  States  were 
with  us  and  the  country  was  a  unit,  reached 
$214,778,8122.  The  expansion  of  that  year,  then 
deemed  so  great,  but  really  so  insignificant  in  com- 
parison with  the  enormous  sums  now  familiar  to 
us  by  name  butdifficult  for  us  to  appreciate  in  their 
reality,  was  followed  by  acollapse,  during  which 
individual  failures  occurred  amounting  to  nearly 
three  hundred  million  dollars;and  itis  believed  that 
a  depreciation  ensued  of  no  less  than  $500,000,000 
in  railroad  stocks  or  securities.  Results  of  this 
kind  are  not  exceptions  to  the  rule,  but  the  nat^ 
ural  and  inevitable  consequences  of  the  financial 
system  now  in  practice.  It  is  common  to  admit 
the  truths  1  have  stated.  Few  will  attempt  to 
deny  them.  The  observance  of  these  imperative 
laws  is  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  commercial, 
social,  and  political  body,  but  in  the  blind  eager- 
ness of  partisan  warfare  they  are  as  little  regarded 
as  if  they  were  long-forgotten  errors. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting 
the  following  as  an  additional  section: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  rate  of  seven  per 
cent,  interest,  (iied  in  section  thirty,  shall  be  deemed 
lawful  in  all  Slates  where  no  rate  is  established,  but  each 
bank  shall  be  bound  by  tlie  State  law  regulating  interest  In 
the  State  whore  it  is  located. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  amendment  has  been  voted 
on  and  defeated  in  this  committee  before,  and  it 
is  now  introduced  ag-ainfor  the  reason  that  when 
it  wa.s  before  the  committee  in  two  different  forms 
the  objection  was  made  thtit  it  would  destroy  the 
uniformity  of  the  bill.  That  issue  was  very  clearly 
presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Since  that  time, 
however,  by  the  action  of  the  comiuittee,  the  uni- 
formity of  the  bill  has  been  dreadfully  interfered 
with,  and  I  am  constrained  to  lielieve  that  as 
they  have  given  way  in  two  most  important  par- 
ticulars, they  will  also  give  way  in  this.  Every 
single  motion  that  has  been  made  on  this  side  of 
the  House  or  that  side  of  the  House  to  make  our 
national  currency  a  uniform  currency  by  estab- 
lishing some  central  point  of  redemption  has  been 
voted  down. 

The  uniformity  of  the  bill  has  also  been  inter- 
fered with,  on  motion  of  the  gentleman  who  re- 
ported the  bill  and  under  whose  care  it  is,  by  thd 
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adoption  of  the  monstrous  principle,  tliat  down  in 
the  State  where  1  live,  if  1  deposit  my  money  in 
one  of  these  national  banks,  I  may  hold  the  stock- 
holders responsible  for  it;  but  if,  unfortunately, 
I  happen  to  have  money  on  deposit  in  a  national 
bank  in  the  State  of  New  York,  there  is  no  re- 
sponsibility on  the  part  of  the  stockholders  to  se- 
cure my  deposit.  Tlie  biltholders  of  that  bank 
are  secured  by  the  responsibility  of  the  stock- 
holders, but  there  is  no  responsibility  for  the  de- 
positors there,  while  in  my  State  they  are  respons- 
ible. That,  sir,  is  uniformity  with  a  vengeance. 
A  man  has  to  become  acquainted  with  all  the 
State  laws  on  the  subject  before  he  knows  whether 
lie  can  safely  deposit  his  money  in  a  national 
bank.  There  is  no  uniformity  in  the  bill;  all  ap- 
parent uniformity  is  wiped  oat  by  the  section  in 
regard  to  the  Banlc  of  Commerce  of  New  Yorif, 
and  all  other  brnks  which  are  similarly  situated, 
and  by  the  other  section  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Then,  sir,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
liaving  given  way  in  these  particulars,  I  hope 
will  also  accede  to  the  principle  that  each  State 
may  regulate  its  own  rate  of  interest.  And  upon 
that  point  I  will  stale,  though  I  do  not  often  vote 
against  the  bills  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  yet  in  this  particular  instance, 
unless  this  to  me  insuperable  objection  be  re- 
moved, I  am  ready  to  unite  with  any  and  all  to 
defeat  the  bill. 

What  reason  is  there  why  this  amendment 
should  not  be  adopted.'  These  gentiemgn  say 
the  uniformity  of  the  bill  must  be  maintained. 
The  rule  used  to  be  that  in  essentials  there  should 
be  unity,  in  non-essentials  liberality.  But,  sir, 
they  have  destroyed  the  uniformity  of  the  cur- 
rency by  requiring  the  bills  of  these  banks  to  be 
redeemed  wlierever  they  may  be  located,  from 
Maine  to  California;  and  that  of  itself,  in  my 
judgment,  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  defeat  the  bill. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding,."  provided  that  the  rate  estab- 
lished shall  not  exjceed  seven  per  cent." 

Upon  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  41  voted 
in  the  affirmative  and  55  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WILSON  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

Upon  ihe  amendment  of  Mr.  Blaine  61  voted 
in  the  affirmative  and  27  in  the  negative;  no  quo- 
rum voting. 

The  CFIAIRMAN  ordered  tellers;  and  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Blaine  and  Mr.  Hoopeu. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— aye.s  69,  noes  31. 

So  the  amendment  was  adojited. 

'■  Mr.  VAN  VALKENBURGH.  1. submit  the 
following  us  an  additional  section: 

Jlntl  be  it  further  enacted,  That  notliinf!  in  lliis  act  shall 
be  so  fonstrueil  ;is  to  picveiu  the  tnx.ttJOM  liy  the  StiUes  o( 
tlic  capital  stock  ol'  the  bauks  oigaiiiznd  uiiiler  this  .act  the 
tamo,  as  tlii!  property  of  other  moneyed  corporations  for 
Stale  and  niunicipnl  purposes; 

[  8itn|)ly  desire  to  say  that  I  have  heard  no  rea- 
son offered  why  the  capital  invested  in  these 
banks. should  not  be  taxed  the  same  as  any  other 
property.  I  therefore  submit  the  amendment,  and 
hope  it  will  be  adopted. 

Mr,  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  only  ob- 
jection that  can  [)ossibly  be  urged  against  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is 
that  it  does  not  seem  to  exempt  from  taxation  the 
boiids  of  the  United  States,  which  are  made  the 
basis  of  this  system  of  banking;  the  laws  under 
which  (hose  bonds  were  issued  having,  as  is  as- 
sumed by  gentlemen,  exempted  them  from  taxa- 
tion; and  if  this  is  true,  of  course  the  good  faith 
of  the  nation  must  be  preserved.  But  so  far  as 
the  general  principle  of  taxation  is  concerned, 
this  amendment  is  right.  Here  is  a  system  of 
banking  proposing  a  circulation  of  $30U,000,000, 
with  a  capital  of  $900,000,000,  subject  to  no  State 
taxation  whatever;  a  sum  double  the  wealth  of 
the  great  Slate  I  in  part  represent  u])on  this  floor 
is  to  be  withdrawn  from  State  taxation,  county 
taxation,  township  taxation,  and  all  species  of 
municipal  taxation — $900,000,000  of  favored  cap- 
ital, th(^  earning  or  rather  the  spoils  of  contract- 
ors and  speculators  made  out  of  this  war,  is  to 
be  relieved  from  the  burdens  of  Government — 
1900,000,000  gathered  together  by  stock-jobbers 
and  brokers  and  favorite  political  managers  are  to 
be  relieviid  from  taxation,  except  only  such  as 
Congress  may  impose.  Every  other  dollarof  the 
national  wealth  must  bear  not  only  the  tax  you 


impose,  but  tke  tax  which  the  necessity  of  the 
State  may  impose  for  State  purposes,  county  pur- 
poses, municipal  purposes,  but  this  ijj900,06o,000 
sha-11  be  the  object  of  your  peculiar  solicitude 
and  care.  It  does  not  do  for  the  gentleman  to  say 
that  taxation  from  the  national  Government  will  be 
sufficient,  that  Congress  will  impose  a  tax  suffi- 
ciently high  to  equalize  this  bank  capital  with 
other  property.  Why,  sir,  you  may  say  the 
same  thing  of  all  property  upon  which  you  im- 
pose a  tax.  Congress  may  (ietermine  only  what 
the  national  tax  should  be,  but  each  State  must 
also  determine  what  taxes  her  exigencies  require. 

The  truth  is,  this  pet  system  of  banking,  got- 
ten up  for  the  benefit  of  capital,  is  intended  to  be 
exempted  from  national'  burdens.  The  handful 
of  favorite  citizens  who  will.own  this  enormous 
wealth  are  intended  to  be  protected  from  taxa- 
tion. The  power  and  wealth  thus  created  and 
protected  at  the  very  outset  must  become  a  fear- 
ful agent  of  absolute  centralism,  a  power  stronger 
than  the  Government,  a  protector  of  wealth,  an 
oppressor  of  labor,  a  monster  dangerous  to  pub- 
lic liberty.  Why  should  this  enormous  amount 
of  capital  be  relieved  from  the  burdens  which  will 
be  imposed  upon  the  people.'  is  capital  entitled 
to  such  peculiar  favor?  Is  labor,  only  to  feel  the 
grinding  tax  resulting  from  the  war?  Are  all 
your  favors  and  sympathies  reserved  for  capital, 
for  banks?  The  States  have  incurred  debts  as 
meritorious  and  as  oppressive  as  a  consequence 
of  this  as  those  incurred  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. The  same  subjects  that  you  tax  for  na- 
tional purposes  sh.ould  be  liable  with  all  other 
property  to  taxation  for  State  purposes.  The 
seveial  States  must  meet  their  engagements,  some- 
body must  meet  the  burdens,  and  yet  you  will 
give  millions  and  millions  of  capital  in  the  seve- 
ral States  extraordinary  advantages,  enormous 
sources  of  profit,  an  interest  withheld  from  your 
citizens,  an  interest  on  your  bonds  payable  in 
gold,  an  interest  on  their  circulation,  and  yet  you 
will  not  permit  the  States  to  tax  them,  and  to  re- 
lieve them  from  taxation  you  thus  oppress  labor 
for  the  benefit  of  capital.  You  will  tax  labor  un- 
til you  coin  its  vciy  agony  into  money,  and  yet 
will  relieve  banksfrom  taxation.  You  centralize 
capital  for  its  own  benefit,  and  exempt  it  from  just 
burdens.  One  of  the  most  fearful  consequences 
of  the  war  will  be  this  system  of  banks,  by  which 
the  pqlitics,  the  wealth,  and  the  labor  of  the 
country  will  be  controlled  for  all  time  to  come. 
It  will  control  Congress.  It  will  defy  you  to  tax 
it  in  the  future. 

1  trust  that  the  House  will  not  render  any  con- 
sent to  this  proposal  to  exeinptthese  banks  from 
taxation.  If  there  be  only  a  minority  in  favor  of 
an  honest  system  of  taxation, and  opposed  to  the 
exemption  of  monopolies  and  the  oppression  of 
labor,  I  trust  it  will  never  consent  to  the  passage 
of  such  a  bill  containing  any  such  anti-republican 
and  despotic  features.  I  would  resort  to  parlia- 
mentary means  for  delay  until  doomsday  before 
i  would  consent  to  its  passage. 

I  submit  as  a  substitute  for  the  pending  propo- 
sition the  following,  to  avoid  the  question  of  the 
taxation  of  the  bonds: 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Legislature  of  any  State 
to  impose  on  the  dividends  which  may  from  time  to  time  be 
declared  on  the  stock  of  any  association  organized  in  such 
State,  and  on  all  of  the  effects  and  property  of  such  asso- 
ciation, (except  the  bonUs  issued  by  the  United  States  ex- 
pressly exenii)t  from  taxation,)  the  same  tax  that  may  be 
imposed  by  law  on  other  properly  of  such  Slate. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  discuss  the  question  of  State  sovereignty, 
because  I  hope  that  this  House  will  do  nothing  to 
bring  up  that  question;  but  I  wish  to  correct  the 
mistake  into  which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Holman]  has  fallen  in  reference  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  proposed  amendment,  not  the  one  of- 
fered by  him,  but  the  one  upon  which  he  made 
his  remarks.  We  do  not  propose  to  tax  the  cap- 
ital of  these  institutions  in  any  other  way  than  as 
capital  acting  under  the  franchise  granted  by  the 
Government.  They  do  with  their  capital  just 
what  they  please.  These  institutions  invest  it  in 
such  way  as  is  most  ])rofitable,  in  buying  gold, 
in  bills  of  exchange,  in  discounting  notes,  in  Gov- 
ernment stocks,  or  in  any  other  way  they  choose, 
but  the  tax  which  may  be  imposed  upon  them  is 
a  lax  upon  the  franchise  which  we  have  a  right 
to  tax  in  any  way  we  please.  Certain  functions 
are  to  be  conferred  upon  them  by  organization 
under  thi«  act,  and  if  tney  choose  to  give  up  their 


individual  character  and  organize  under  this  act 
and  become  possessed  of  certain  franchises,  we 
then  tax  them  or  permit  the  States  to  tax  them; 
that  is,  the  same,  as  other  corporations. 

The  court  of  appeals  of  New  York  decided  last 
year  that  legal-tender  notes  were  constitutional; 
and  it  has  also  decided  that  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New*York  for  taxing  the  banks  in  tiiat 
State  did  not  exempt  from  taxation  such  portion 
of  their  funds  as  they  chose  to  invest  in  Govern- 
ment securities.  And  the  intention  of  that  pro- 
vision was  to  place  the  banks  of  New  York  upon 
the  same  footing  upon  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  place  national  banks  under  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Van 
Valkenburgh.]  1  hope,  therefore,  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  will  see  that  the  question  of  good 
faith  is  not  at  all  involved  in  that  amendment,  and 
that  his  own  anjendment  is  really  unnecessary. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  withdrew  his  amendment  to . 
the  amendment.  '  "* 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  last  word  of  the  amendment.  If  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  be  not 
adopted  it  will  be  conceded,  I  presume,  by  every- 
body in  the  House  that  the  States  can  impose  no 
tax  upon  any  portion  of  the  capital  of  the  banks 
organized  under  this  act.  That  is  decided  under 
the  old  Bankijf  the  United  States  case.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  amendment  is  to  withdraw  these  banks 
from  the  shield  of  that  decision,  and  to  subject 
them  to  the  unlimited  discretion  of  State  taxation. 
If  that  be  so,  we  might  as  well  allow  the  bill  to 
remain  where  it  is  without  taking  any  further  vote 
upon  it.  The  right  of  taxation  in  the  States  places 
the  existence  of  these  corporations  at  the  mercy 
of  the  States.  We  are  going,  therefore,  through 
the  preposterous  process  of  attempting  to  estab- 
lish a  system  of  uniform  national  banking  for  the 
purpose  of  having  a  uniform  national  currency, 
and  in  the  same  law  giving  each  State  the  right 
of  negativing  the  existence  of  that  system. 

Now,  if  the  majority  of  the  committee  desire 
to  defeat  the  bill  they  will  adopt  this  amendment. 
If  a  majority  of  the. House  determine  that  the 
system  shall  at  all  go  into  operation,  they  will 
logically,  in  accordance  with  that  purpose,  vote 
down  the  amendment.  There  is  no  limitation 
imposed,  and  there  can  be  none  imposed,  upon 
the  discretion  of  State  taxation  if  you  allow  tiiem 
to  exercise  it;  and  the  amendment  in  the  form  in 
which  it  is  now  proposed  leaves  the  States  to  tax 
the  banks  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  their  capi- 
tal or  upon  their  dividends.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
question  whether  these  institutions  shall  or  shall 
not  exist. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  do  not  understand  the  effect 
of  the  proposed  amendmentas  it  is  understood  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  1  would  be  op- 
posed to  subjecting  these  institutions,  or  any  class 
of  individuals  or  corporations,  to  a  discriminating 
tax  against  them.  As  I  understand  the  amend- 
ment, the  property  of  tliese  corporations  is  to  be 
liable  to  State  and  municipal  taxation  the  same 
as  other  personal  property  existing  at  the  place 
where  they  are  located.  Therefore  the  State  laws 
will  operate  upon  the  capital  of  these  banks  pre- 
cisely as  they  do  upon  the  personal  property  of 
individuals  or  any  other  corporation  at  the  place 
where  they  are  located.  That  will  protect  them 
from  any  unfair  taxation  which  would  detriment- 
ally or  destructively  affect  them.  And  that  has 
been  the  struggle  all  through  this  discussion,  aa 
I  understand,  by  those  who  are  opposed  lo  liaving 
the  capital  of  these  banks  withdrawn  from  that 
taxation.  They  insist  that  the_  whole  capital  of 
these  banks  shall  be  liable  to  State  and  municipal 
taxation  the  same  as  any  other  personal  property 
located  at  the  place  where  banks  are  located, and 
it  seems  to  me  there  is  reason  and  justice  in  it. 
One  of  these  banks  is  located  in  a  certain  city  and 
State,  for  instance,  and  a  tax  has  been  levied  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  city  government — 
the  lighting  of  the  streets,  sustaining  the  courts, 
&c.  Now,  is  it  right  for  the  banking  capital  to 
have  all  the  benefits  of  the  municipal  government 
and  be  excepted  from  all  burdens?  Nay,  should 
they  be  exempt  and  the  burdens  all  thrown  upon 
other  property  in  that  locality  ?  The  object  of 
the  amendment  is  to  provide  ihat  they  shall  bo 
taxed  the  same  as  other  property  is  taxed. 

Under  the  amendment  the  States  cannot  do 
what  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  if  I  under- 
stand the  amendment,  seemed  to  fear  they  might: 
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destroy  these  institutions  by  taxing  them  out  of 
existence.  Tliey  are  only  to  be  lial>le  to  the 
sanne  burdens  that  otiier  property  there  located 
is  to  be  subjected  t,o  for  State  and  municipal  pur- 
poses. And  there  is  no  trouble  about  United 
States  bonds.  Tliese  banks  are  to  have  one  third 
of  their  capital  in  United  States  bonds.  If  indi- 
viduals holding  those  bonds  are  exempt  from  tax- 
ation, the  banks  will  also  be  exempt,  to  the  same 
extent;  and  the  other  two  thirds  will  be,  as  it 
s^.ems  to  me  it  should,  liable  to  burdens  the  same 
as  personal  property  held  by  individuals  is  liable 
for  those  purposes. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  withdraw  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh —  ^ 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland,  said:  I  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  last  line 
— merely  for  the  purpose  of  makinga  remarks  The 
argumentof  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Kernan,]  who  hasjusttaken  his  seat,  I  think  in- 
volves this  serious  error.  He  says  that  bank  stock 
is  merely  to  be  liable  to  the  same  tax  as  other  per- 
sonal property.  In  the  first  place,  sir,  that  is  not 
the  language  of  the  amendment.  In  the  next  place, 
all  personal  property  is  not  subjected  to  the  same 
taxation.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  State 
from  taxing  a  horse  at  one  rate,  a  cow  at  another, 
a  hog  at  a  third,  insurance  companies  at  a  fourth, 
manufacturing  companies  at  a  fifth.  State  banks 
at  a  sixth,  and  national  banks  at  a  seventh  rate. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  uniform  limit  of  tax- 
ation to  which  this  section  can  refer.  In  some 
States  there  is  ageneralpro  »-ata  tax  on  everything 
that  a  man  is  .worth;  in  some' there  is  an  income 
tax;  in  some  States  there  is  a  tax  on  lands  at  one 
rate  and  a  tax  on  personal  property  at  another 
rate.  There  is  nothing  in  this  amendment  that 
limits  or  confines  or  defines  the  rate  of  taxation 
which  a  Slate  may  impose;  and  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  prescribe  a  limitation  which  will  be 
effectual.  It  therefore  does,  as  I  said,  leave  the 
banks  subject  to  the  unrestri"cted  taxation  of  the 
State. 

Now,  in  reference  to  the  question  of  justice, 
what  in  the  world  has  that  to  ,do  with  it.'  If  it  is 
a  matter  of  national  moment  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  Stales  shall  have  a  system  of  na- 
tional banks,  then  it  is  not  a  question  of  justice 
between  money  invested  in  them  and  money  in- 
vested in  other  industrial  enterprises.  It  is  a 
question  between  the  sovereign  power  of  the 
United  States  and  the  necessities  of  the  machinery 
that  it  creates  and  the  necessities  of  the  States 
that  desire  to  tax  them. 

If  State  necessity  is  to  domineer  over  the  na- 
tional necessities,  and  that  is  the  generally  pre- 
vailing Democratic  view  of  the  country,  tending 
always  to  disorganization  and  the  dissolution  of 
the  Confederacy,  then  adopt  this  amendment.  If 
the  main  thing  be  to  make  an  effective  and  pow- 
erful national  organization  which  will  control  and 
regulate  the  currency  all  over  the  country,  then 
let  the  bill  go  through  without  this  destructive 
amendment. 

■  Mr.  MALLORY.  It  seems  to  me  that  thedif- 
ficully  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Davis]  is  met  by  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  Such  oppressive  and 
unequal  taxation  as  he  intimates  cannot  be  im- 
posed. In  every  State  in  the  Union,  although  a 
cow  may  be  taxed  diflTerently  from  a  horse,  and 
a  horse  differently  from  bank  stock,  yet  I  contend 
that  in  every  State  you  are  compelled  to  tajc  all 
cows  equally  and  all  horses  equally  and  all  baijk 
stock  equally. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  simply  provides — and  provides  properly,! 
think — that  the  property  of  these  national  banks 
shall  be  taxed  by  the  States  as  the  property  of  other 
corporations  is  taxed.  That  provision  precludes 
the  inequality  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
apprehends  which  might  work  injury  and  destruc- 
tion to  these  national  institutions  in  the  States. 

Sir,  these  banks  do  not  seem  to  me,  in  view  of 
the  privileges  conferred  upon  them  by  this  bill,  to 
be  especial  objects  of  our  regard  and  charity.  I  re- 
member the  time  when  individuals  and  companies 
used  to  come  to  legislative  bodies  asking  as  a  boon 
the  privilege  to  bank  on  their  capital,  and  in  many 
cases  it  WHS  denied  to  them,  because  the  privilege 
was  thought  to  be  too  exclusive  and  too  great  for 
any  particular  set  of  men  l6  eryoy.    And  now, 


sir,  this  Congress  of  the  United  States  goes  beg- 
ging to  men  and  offers  bonuses  to  individuals  to 
engage  in  this  potentscheme  of  banking  by  which 
it  is  proposed  to  control  the  whole  currency  and 
finances  of  the  country.  ^ 

Let  me  point  out  some  of  the  privileges  con- 
ferred upon  bankers  by  thip  bill.  They  bank 
upon  the  stocks  of  the  United  States,  the  bonds 
of  the  United  States  bearing  interest  at  six  per 
cent.  Formerly  they  had  to  bank  upon  specie. 
Now  they  are  to  bank  upon  bonds  of  the  United 
States  bearing  six  per  cent,  interestas  theircapi- 
tal.  When  was  it  ever  before  known  that  tho 
capital  stock  of  a  bank  was  loaned  out  at  an  in- 
terest of  six  pec  cent..'  And  in  addition  to  that, 
that  six  per  cent,  interest  is  to  be  paid  in  specie, 
which,  at  the  premium  it  commands  now  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  makes  the 
interest  on  this  capital. equal,  1  believe,  to  at  least 
ten  per  cent,  per  annum.  What  more?  On  the 
basis  of  their  capita!  yielding  this  enormous  profit 
they  issue  notes,  they  discount  notes,  and  deal 
in  bills  of  exchange,  by  which  any  set  of  shrewd 
bankers  can  realize  at  least  twelve  percent,  more 
on  their  capital  slock.  That  gives  them  power 
to  make  a  profit  of  twenty  to  twenty-two  per 
cent,  on  their  capital  stock  engaged  in  business. 
And  yet  we  are  told  that  if  we  give  to  the  States 
power  to  tax  these  instilutionsatall  we  confer  on 
the  States  power  to  destroy  them.  It  seems  to 
me  that  if  we  do  not  give  the  States  this  power, 
the  banks  will  destroy  the  States.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  whole  purpose  and  object  and  scope 
and  tendency  of  the  bill  is  to  prostrate  State 
power  and  put  it  at  the  control  of  the  great  cen- 
tralized power  to  be  established  liere;  and  1  sub- 
mit that  that  may  be  the  purpose  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis.]  I  advocate  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh.] 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mary  land, withdrew  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  renew  the  amendment.  Mr. 
Chairman,  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  if  this 
amendment  prevail  the  bill  becomes  an  entire 
nullity,  useless  so  far  as  perfecting  the  system 
which  v/e  adoiUed  at  the  last  Congress  is  con- 
cerned. It  sirikei?  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
proposition  to  allow  States  to  tax  any  portion  of 
the  capital  of  these  banks  is  just  as  absurd  as  it 
would  be  to  allow  the  States  to  tax  the  public 
buildings  of  the  United  States  or  the  ships  of  the 
United  States.  If  they  could  tax  thematall,  they 
could  tax  them  out  of  existence.  When  the  ques- 
tion comes  up,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  Congress 
to  levy  all  th,e  burdens  on  these  banks  that  justice 
may  require.  I  shall  be  in  favoiiof  taxing  them 
to  the  fullest  extent  of  their  ability  to  bear.  I  be- 
lieve that  this  House  will  not  let  these  banks  go 
without  bearing  air  the  burdens  that  they  ought 
to  bear.  If  they  escape  taxation  in  the  States,  it 
is  apparent  ihat  they  should  bear  a  higher  pro- 
portion of  taxation  than  other  personal  property 
in  the  States.  That  portion  of  the  capital  of  the 
banks  which  shall  not  be  invested  in  United  States 
bonds  should  be,  as  a  matter  of  course,  taxed 
higher  than  that  which  is  so  invested. 

I  submit,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  best  course 
for  us  is  to  allow  this  question  to  come  up  when 
the  subject  of  taxation  shall  be  before  the  House. 
Then  gentlemen  can,  if  they  see  fit,  tax  them  even 
out  of  existence.  But  that  will  certainly  be  the 
fittest  time  to  consider  how  much  they  should  be 
taxed.  I  repeat,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  so  faras  the 
power  of  the  States  is  concerned,  if  we  allow  them 
to  tax  these  banks  at  all,  we  might  as  well  not  pass 
any  bill.  - 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  rise  to  oppose  tho 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  I 
have  listened  attentively  to  the  argument  in  favor 
of  exempting  this  bank  property  from  taxation, 
and  I  confess  I  have  not  been  particularly  struck 
with  the  force  of  the  reasons  presented  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill.]  Why 
It  is  that  a  citizen  of  Illinois  or  of  any  other  Slate 
of  the  Union  should  be  by  a  provision  of  this  bill 
exempted  from  the  payment  of  a  State  tax  on  his 
capital  simply  because  he  may  see  fit  to  invest  it 
in  bonds  of  the  United  States  or  in  any  of  these 
national  banks  is  something  that  is  entirely  inex- 
plicable to  me 

Under  our  State  lawa  the  individual  who  may 
have  ;j^500  or  p,000  of  surplus  capital,  and  may 
desire  to  secure  it  by  taking  a  mortgage  on  real 


estate  and  receiving  an  annualinterest  of  eight  or 
ten  per  cent.,  is  bound  to  pay  into  the  State  a  cer- 
tain tax  on  his  investment.  Why  a  distinction 
should  be  made  by  this  bill  between  him  and  the 
man  who  invests  his  $20,000  or  $50,000  in  bonds 
of  the  Government  and  who  deposits  them  in  one 
of  these  national  banks,  drawing  his  six  per  cent, 
interest  on  the  bonds  and  his  profit  on  the  invest- 
ment— all  of  which  is  to  be  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion— is  something  that  I  cannot  understand. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  argument  that  the  States 
would  tax  these  banks  out  of  existence.  Their 
own  interest,  their  own  security,  the  desirableness 
of  a  uniform  currency  will  operate  against  such 
an  idea. 

Again,  in  all  the  States  of  which  I  have  any 
knowledge,  the  rates  of  taxation  on  particular 
classes  of  property  must  be  uniform  under  their 
constitutions.  They  cannot  impose  a  rate  of  tax- 
ation on  bank  stock  higher  than  that  imposed 
on  other  capital  stock.  They  cannot  impose  on 
the  income  of  any  man  engaged  in  banking  any 
more  tax  than  they  can  impose  on  the  income  of 
one  who  is  simply  a  money-lender,  securing  his 
loans  by  mortgage  on  real  estate.  The  only  thing 
that  there  is  in  the  argument  is  that  the  bill  gives 
to  the  General  Government  the  right  to  strike  down 
the  power  of  States  to  tax  their  citizens,  and 
places  the  States  at  the  mercy  of  the  moneyed  in- 
terest which  this  bill  is  attempting  to  setup  over 
the  people  of  the  country  and  over  the  States,  of 
the  Union.  Aside  from  that  there  is  no  reason 
that  has  been  urged  entitled  to  a  moment's  consid- 
eration. The  simple  reason  that  a  man  invests 
his  money  in  United  States  bonds  and  then  invests 
his  bonds  in  a  United  States  bank,  drawing  there- 
by six  per  cent,  interest  on  his  bonds  and  what- 
ever profits  in  addition  may  be  made  from  his  ia- 
vestment,  is  no  reason  why  he  should  be  exempt 
from  taxation  upon  the  capital  so  invested.  I  say 
it  is  unjust  to  those  who  do  not  see  fit  so  to  invest 
their  money.  You  give  by  this  bill  power  to  the 
capital  of  the  country  to  grind  the  face  of  the 
poor  while  you  deny  to  the  States  the  power  to 
exact  their  share  of  contributions  for  the  main- 
tenance of  their  State -governments. 

Mr.  MORRILL  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  substitute  far  the  amendment: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  thfe  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the 
end  of  each  fiscal  year  from  and  after  the  passage  of  tliig 
act,  to  make  out  and  transmit  to  the  treasurer  of  each 
State  a  statement  of  all  laxes  which  shall  have  been  col- 
lected in  that  State  from  eacj^  national  bank  organized 
therein  during  such  previous  year,  and  he  shall  with  such 
statement  remit  to  the  treasurer  of  such  State  one  fourth 
the  amount  thus  collected  from  such  association  In  each 
State,  to  bclflisposed  of  in  its  discretion. 

I  offer  that  amendment  simply  with  the  idea  of 
suggesting  a  principle  on  which  it  may  be  possi^ 
bleforthe  House  to  agree,  I  for  one  am  opposed 
to  acknowledging,  if  these  be  national  institu- 
tions, the  power  of  the  States  to  tax  them;  and 
yet  I  am  willing  to  entirely  accede  to  the  justice 
and  equity  of  the  capital  which  is  invested  in  the 
dift'ereni  Stales  in  the  banking  business  under 
this  system,  and  which  receives  from  the  local 
and  Slate  authority  the  protection  which  is  due 
to  capital,  being  made  to  contribute  in  an  equi- 
table degree'-to  the  maintenance  of  that  Govern- 
ment which  protects  it. 

Therefore  I  believe  that  in  this  mode  we  may 
accomplish  this  result.  Whether  the  exact  pro- 
vision 1  have  suggested  be  the  right  one  I  am  not 
certain.  I  have  merely  desired  to  suggest  th» 
crude  idea.  But,  sir,  there  is  justice  in  the  prin- 
ciple, and  I  beg  gentlemen  when  they  come  to 
reflect  upon  this  subject  to  have  that  principle  in 
mind,  it  has  been  said  that  we  are  withdrawing 
$500,000,000  of  the  capital  of  this  country  from 
taxation.  That  is  not  so.  This  Government  is 
issuing  its  bonds  and  its  stocks.  Is  that  property 
before  it  is  issued  ?  It  is  an  obligation,  it  is  not 
fixed  capital;  it  becomes  a  credit  by  the  action  of 
the  Government  for  the  purposes  of  the  Govern- 
mental this  time  as  a  matter  of  national  necessity. 
Now,  upon  the  basis  of  these  issues,  we  allow  the 
banking  institutions  to  conduct  their  business. 
We  protect  their  business,  their  property,  and 
their  circulation,  and  it  would  be  entirely  unfair 
to  say  that  we  would  suffer  the  States  to  imposa 
taxes  upon  this  capital  thus  invested  in  tnese 
banks,  because  it  is  not  actual  capital  but  it  ii 
Government  obligations. 
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Siri  the  money  which  has  gone  into  these  Gov- 
ernment securities  still  reninins  in  circulation. 
Of  the  $500,000,000  that  have  been  issued  there 
Btiil  remain  in  the  country  $400,000,000  liable  to 
taxation  by  the  General  Government  and  State 
goveniments  in  its  orij^inai  form.  If  1  invest 
$10,000  in  the  securities  of  the  Government  the 
Government  take  my  money,  give  me  my  bonds, 
and  pay  out  the  money  to  somebody  else,  and  the 
money  which  is  represented  by  these  bonds  is 
Still  subject  to  taxation.  There  is  no  change  in 
tliis  regard.  We  have  as  much  money  in  the 
country  subject  to  taxation  as  before,  and  there- 
fore there  is  no  valid  reason  why  any  lieavy  hand 
should  be  suffered  to  impose  additional  burdens 
upon  ihis  property.  But  there  is  a  reason  why 
it  should  contribute  for  the  protection  afforded  to 
it  by  local  and  State  laws. 

Mr.  STROUSE.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Davis]  to  the  amendment;  and  I  entirely 
concur  in  the  amendment  offered  by  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh.]  I  would  like  to  ask 
tiie  opponents  of  this  amendment  what  particular 
exemption  or  privilege  these  moneyed  institutions 
are  entitled  to .''  In  what  particular  do  they  dif- 
fer from  business  men  generally  throughout  the 
States  who  are  taxed  not  only  by  the  national 
Government  but  by  the  States  for  State,  county, 
or  municipal  purposes.' 

Now,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  measure  is  an- 
tagonistic to  the  supremacy  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. There  is  nothing  of  the  kind  in  this 
proposition,  nnd  I  was  pained  to  hear  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis] 
bring  in  party  politics.  We  need  be  in  no  fear  of 
a  dissolution  of  the  Union  because  of  the  propo- 
sition introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr,  Van  Valkenburgh.]  We  need,  be 
more  in  fear  of  that  result  on  account  of  the  very 
loose  system  of  financiering  which  we  are  asked 
to  inaugurate. 

I  stand  here,  sir,  not  as  a  party  politician;  I 
stand  here  upon  this  proposition  as  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  anxious  for  the  perpetuity  of 
the  Union  and  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment at  home  and  abroad.  But  when  we  tax 
the  merchant,  the  miner,  the  laborer,  everybody 
and  everything  which  the  ingenuity  of  man  could 
search  out,  wiiy  is  it  that  the  money-lender,  the 
modern  Shylock,  shall  go  free  and  be  exempted 
from  this  taxation  .'  It  is  only  right  and  honest 
that  the  States  should  derive  some  benefit  from 
the  aggregation  of  capital. 

Gentlemen  say  that  they  are  national  banks. 
How  are  they  made  up.'  By  your  money  and  by 
my  money,  by  all  those  who  buy  stock.  We  buy 
it  partly  out  of  patriotism,  and  a  good  many  buy 
it  because  they  think  that  itisagood  specuktion. 
It  is  only  right  for  us  to  take  the  bull  by  ihc  horns 
and  admit  that  most  people  buy  stock  of  the  Gov- 
ernment because  they  believe  it  to  be  a  profitable 
speculation.  Why  should  we  be  so  ctiaritable, 
when  men  have  loaned  this  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  more,  as  to  exempt  them  from 
taxation.'  Gentlemen  ought  to  remember  that  the 
States  have  contributed  millions  for  the  vigorous 
prosecution  of  this  war,  for  the  support  of  the 
Government  and  its  cause,  for  which  they  ask  no 
remuneration.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  upon  this 
floor,  has  in  the  way  of  bounties,  public  and 
private,  by  the  action  of  the  State  Legislntureand 
of  the  citizens,  expended  some  five  or  six  million 
dollars.  We  ask  no  return  for  that.  While  we 
have  to  bear  immense  bnrden.s,  publicly  and  pri- 
vately, for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  we 
do  protest  against  withdrawing,  as  is  proposed, 
such  a  vast  amount  of  capital  from  taxaation  in 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  and  the  other 
Slates.  Recollect  that  the  si;veral  Slates  have  done 
their  entire  duty,  and  this  exemption  from  taxa- 
tion should  not  be  allowed.  I'here  need  be  no  fear 
that  the  States  will  tax  these  institutions  to  death. 
Every  State  has  its  statute  laws  on  the  subject. 

[Here  the  liammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  move  to  add  to  the  ori- 
ginal amendment  tlie  following: 

And  no  .Stale  nlinll  Iiii|)oh«  any  tax  upon  said  associa- 
tions or  tli<;ir  capital,  circulatlim,  (Iivid(Mi(l.-<,or  huslncss  at 
a  higher  rale  of  taxation  tliaii  Mliall  be  iinpoRed  bytlic  said 
8tai«  upon  the  same  nmoiiiit  of  rnohnyi-d  >-npital  tn  the 
hand*  of  individual  citizen*  ol'  Kaid  Htatc. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  object  of  that  amendment 


is  to  obviate  the  objection  that  the  States  will  tax 
these  institutions  out  of  existence.  I  do  not  re- 
gard it  as  necessary,  for  I  do  not  apprehend  that 
ihe  proposed  banking  system,  providing  a  uni- 
forn^turrency  for  the  whole  country,  is  going  to 
be  so  odious  that  any  State  would  l)e  tempted  to 
tax  it  out  of  existence.  And  1  do  not  think  that 
the  friends  of  the  measure  offer  a  good  recom- 
mendation for  it  when  they  rest  upon  the  objec- 
tion that  there  is  danger  the  f)eo|ile  will  feel  so 
outraged  by  this  system  in  the  States  that  they 
will  go  to  work  to  tax  it  out  of  existence.  They 
forget  that  it  is  the  only  system  we  are  going  to 
have.  The  State  of  New  York  has  a  banking 
capital  of  $110,000,000.  Bankers  inform  me  that 
they  must  all  come  under  this  system.  It  is  pro- 
posed that  that  $110,000,000  shall  be  exempted 
from  §late  and  local  taxation.  Whatever  effect 
the  proposition  may  have  here,  in  my  State  it 
will  have  the  effect  to  render  the  system  very 
odious  indeed, and  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York  will  submit  to  it  with  reluctance.  The  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  my  State  are  well  understood. 

The  Legislature  at  the  last  session  enacted  a 
law  which  imposed  a  tax  upon  these  institutions 
equal  to  the  amount  of  theircapital.  They  taxed 
them  upon  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  their 
capital.  That  is  the  language  of  the  law.  That 
law  has  been  held  by  the  court  of  appeals  to  be 
valid  and  constitutional,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
character  of  that  court  is  to  be  questioned  very 
lightly.  It  is  a  court  that  gives  law  to  this  Union, 
and  its  decisions  are  respected  by  every  other 
State  in  the  Union,  and  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  also.  I  do  not  propose  to  argue 
the  question  here;  there  is  no  time  in  a  five  min- 
utes  speech  to  prove  it. 

My  district — the  twenty-sixth  congressional 
district  of  the  State  of  New  York,  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Broome,  Tioga,  Tompkins,  and 
Schuyler — has  a  banking  capital  of  $4,000,000. 
We  have  raised  our  quota  of  men  under  every 
call  which  has  been  made  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  we  have  now  a  surplus  of  five 
hundred  over  all  calls.  We  have  raised  local 
bounties  ranging  from  three  to  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  besides  that  we  have  taken  care  of  and 
provided  for  the  families  of  our  g*ldiers  by  town 
and  local  bounties;  and  we  propose  to  have  this 
$4,000,000  of  bank  capital  do  something  toward 
paying  the  interest  on  the  loans  we  have  made  to 
pay  such  bounties. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  have  listened  to  the  de- 
bate in  hopes  that  I  should  see  some  reason  wh'y 
these  national  banks  should  not  be  subject  to 
local  taxation,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  no  suflicient 
reason  has  been  given.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Davis]  I  apprehend  has  made  the 
real  and  only  objection  entertained  by  the  ma- 
jority of  this  House  againat  the  taxation  of  na- 
tional banks.  His  objection  was  not  against  their 
taxation  merely,  but  it  was  against  their  being 
taxed  by  the  States  because  they  are  national  in- 
stitutions. He  was  opposed  to  their  taxation  by 
the  States  because  he  intended  by  this  bill  to  create 
a  great  national  system,  and  because  State  taxa- 
tion would  interfere  with  that  system. 

It  seems  to  m'c,  therefore,  that  the  whole  object 
of  the  bill  is  to  create  a  centralized  national  bank 
power  which  shall  override  and  destroy  the^tate 
batiking  institutions.  It  seems  to  mo  that  the 
gentleman  admits  in  the  outset  that  these  banks 
arc  going  to  be  unsatisfactory  to  the  people;  it 
seems  to  me  he  admits  that  the  bill  itself  ought 
pot  to  pass,  because  he  starts  upon  the  presump- 
tion that  every  Slate  where  they  shall  be  located 
will  be  so  hostile  to  those  institutions  that  they 
will  go  to  work  and  destroy  them  by  taxation. 

Now,  I  say  to  genilt-men  if  yon  have  intro- 
duced a  system  of  banking,  or  if  you  propose  to 
introduce  a  system  of  banking,  that  will  meet 
with  the  hostility  of  the  entire  people  of  the  coun- 
try, your  bill  ought  to  be  defeated.  You  ought 
not  to  pass  such  a  bill,  especially  in  these  times 
of  great  national  trial;  you  ought  not  to  attempt 
to  adopt  a  measure  which  shall  be  hostile  to  the 
peo[jle.  What  ol)ject  can  the  State  have  in  tax- 
ing these  banks  out  of  existence.'  It  must  be 
because  the  people  do  not  desire  them.  There  can 
be  no  other  reason.  The  people  will  not  tax  in- 
stitutions which  arc  for  their  benefit;  and  if  the 
national  banking  institutions  are  not  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  people,  nnd  are  riot  to  satisfy  them,  I 


ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  what  object  he 
has  in  view  in  adopting  this  system.  Are  the 
people  to  have  an  institution  to  which  they  are 
opposed.'  Do  you  desire  to  create  an  antagonism 
between  the  national  Government  and  the  Slates  .' 
Is  your  object  to  create  an  institution  which  the 
Stales  will  not  maintain  and  support.'  Iteecms 
to  file  the  argument  bears  no  other  construction.* 

Another  gentleman  tells  us  he  proposes  to  tax 
these  banks.  He  thinks  they  ought  to  bear  more 
of  the  national  taxes  because  they  are  exempt  from 
Slate  taxation.  How  can  the  national  Govern- 
ment tell  what  the  local  taxation  is.'  Local  prop- 
erty in  a  particular  locality  has  to  bear  a  tax  uni- 
form with  the  tax  upon  all  personal  property. 
The  national  Goverimient  cannot  know  how  to 
fix  the  tax  upon  this  property  so  as  to  graduate 
it  and  make  it  equal  to  the  local  taxes.  "The  lo- 
calities alone  can  know  what  taxes  should  be  im- 
posed in  order  to  make  taxation  equal  and  uni- 
form. It  seems  to  me  that  no  argument  has  been 
introduced  here  except  one,  and  that  is  that  the 
purpose  of  this  bill  is  to  create  a  national  system, 
and  that  to  allow  them  to  be  taxed  by  the  States 
will  destroy  the  Jiational  character  of  these  insti- 
tutions. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  VAN  VALKENBURGH.  I  accept  the 
amendment  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Hotchkiss]  as 
a  modification  of  my  own. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  last  line  of  the  amendment.  We  liave 
listened  to  a  very  singularargument  just  now.  It 
has  been  said  that  we  are  afraid  to  submit  this 
bill  to  the  will  of  the  people,  because  we  are  mak- 
ing an  instrument  that  is  to  be  hostile  to  them. 
Now,  if  the  gentleman  means  to  say  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Slates  must  subject  all  its 
machinery  to  the  will  of  any  State  under  the  pen- 
alty of  having  it  thrust  back  upon  us  that  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Government  is  hostile  to  the  State, 
I  suppose  the  absurdity  of  that  argument  will  be 
sufficiently  apparent.  We  are  not  to  have  an 
Army  unless  we  will  allow  it  to  be  forbidden  to 
cross  a  State  line;  we  are  not  to  have  a  collector 
oflaxes  unless  we  will  allow  a  State  to  say  whether 
he  shall  collect  taxes  or  not;  we  are  not  to  have 
a  marshal  unless  we  will  allow  a  State  to  say 
whether  he  shall  serve  process  or  not.  But  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  means  this,  that  we  know 
from  present  experience  that,  whatever  the  aggre- 
gate mass  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  may 
think  about  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
there  may  exist  hostility  in  particular  States  that 
would  endeavor  to  paralyze  the  machinery  of  the 
Government,  then  1  mean  to  say  that  if  that  hos- 
tility is  so  developed  we  mean  to  paralyze  it. 
And  if  the  gentleman  says  that  it  interferes  with 
"State  sovereignty,"  I  say  we  are  dealing  with 
"State  sovereignty"  now  in  Virginia,  and  when 
it  is  thrust  across  the  track  of  the  Government  in 
any  other  Stale  we  arc  ready  to  deal  with  it  just 
as  well  there. 

"State  sovereignly"  is  always  the  form  which 
every  attempt  to  divide,  break  up,  and  paralyze 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  assumes, 
and  it  is  the  worst  shape  that  can  be  brought  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  United  States  at  this  day 
to  cover  tmy  attempt  to  embarrass  the  Govern- 
ment. "  Hostile  to  the  people,"  because  we  arc 
not  willing  to  allow  the  people  of  a  particular 
State  to  say  whether  a  national  bank  shall  or 
shall  not  exist  within  their  limits.'  No,  sir;  but 
this  is  a  Government  that  does  not  exist  by  the 
will  of  the  people  of  the  Stales;  it  exisis  by  the 
will  of  the  people  of  ihc  United  States,  andthc  jieo- 
ple  of  thcUniieJ  Slates  mean  that  no  State  shall 
liave  a  right  to  say,  in  any  form,  direct  or  indi- 
rect, that  a  national  sy.stcm  shall  not  prevail  with- 
in its  borders.  In  California',  if  I  am  not  mis- 
informed, banks  arc  n  )l  allowed  at  all.  Where 
is  your  rule  of  taxation  there.'  Do  we  not  all 
know  that  in  Missouri,  in  the  earlier  period  of 
her  existence,  baiik.s  were  forbidden.'  D(>  we  not 
know  that  the  most  intense  jiolitical  hostility  in 
this  country  prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
grew  out  of  liie  question  of  allowing  banks  in  the 
various  States.'  And  do  we  not  also  know,  by 
the  spirit  manifested  in  reference  to  this  amencf- 
ment  that  we  are  in  view  now  of  just  such  a 
financial  war.'  Do  gentlemen  mean  that  this  sys- 
tem shall  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  States,  so  tiiat  a 
hostile  State  shall  destroy  it,  or  do  they  mean  that 
it  shall  be  paramount  to  the  States  and  do  the 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIOjSTAL  GLOBE. 


1415 


workofthe  Government?  How  would  the  system 
fare  with  the  Lcgisliiture  of  New  Jersey  at  this 
day?  How  would  it  fare  witli  niiy  Legislature 
bent  on  embarrassing  the  financial  schemes  of  the 
Government?  How  can  we  venture  to  trust  to 
the  judgment  of  any  State  a  measure  which  has 
already  been  made  the  ground  of  attack  on  the 
<TOvcrnment  because  of  its  absolute  unconstitu- 
tionality? Jf  we  mean  to  go  through  the  child's 
performance  of  passing  a  law  here  which  is  to  do 
nothingand  full  still-born, let  us  adoptthisamend- 
ment.  If  we  mean  the  system  to  be  a.live,  vigor- 
ous, and  active  one,  let  us  tell "  State  sovereignty  " 
to  take  care  of  itself,  and  let  us  enforce  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  admire 
the  bold  and  candid  declarations  of  tiie  gentleman 
frorn  Maryland,  made  in  his  usual  bold  and  candid 
style.  He  has  let  us  know  distinctly  to-day  that 
he  is  opposed  to  this  federated  form  of  Govern- 
ment, and  is  for  a  central  national  Government 
here  which  is  to  control  the  States  of  this  Union, 
and,  I  am  afraid,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  He  docs  not  believe  in  Slate  sov- 
ereignty. He  does  not  believe  in  giving  to  the 
State  the  power  of  deciding  upon  any  act  of  this 
Federal  Government.  Hedoes  notbelieveingiving 
to  the  State  the  power  to  tax  an  institution  char- 
tered by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  am 
afraid  that  the  gentleman  goes  further.  I  am 
afraid  that  he  is  not  for  conceding  to  the  people 
-of  the  United  States  the  power  to  control  the  le- 
gislation of  the  country,  which  he  wishes  to  fix 
by  this  Congress  in  such  a  way  as  to  carry. itout 
hereafter  by  force  of  arms  and  armies  in  epite  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  nuiy  be  pardoned  perhaps  for 
arguing  against  State  sovereignty;  but  when  he 
comes  to  .attack  that  other  sovereignty,  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  I  hope 
his  theory  may  be  met  with  thatstern  rebuke  which 
itdeserves.  Whence  this  dread  of  allowingStatcs 
to  tax  these  institutions?  Gentlemen  have  argued 
on  this  floor  that  if  you  pass  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,thepco- 
ple  of  the  various  States  of  the  Union  will  have 
the  power  to  destroy  these  inst^utions.  Why 
would  they  ever  wish  to  exercis^such  a  poweras 
that?  Would  it  not  be  because  they  had  found 
these  institutiotis  onerous  and  oppressive,  and  in- 
jurious to  their  interests?  And  when,  after  their 
deliberate  and  soleiYin  conviction  that  these  insti- 
tutions ought  not  to  exist,  and  after  the  people  of 
all  the  States  of  the  Union  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  sort  of  legislation  does  militate  against 
their  rights  and  interests,  in  the  name  o'^God  is 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis]  for  so 
tying  the  hands  of  theGovernment,  and  tying  the 
hands  of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  tying  the 
hands  of  the  peo|ile,as  to  subject  them  manacled 
and  chained,  to  the  mercy  of  the  legislation  of 
Congress  ? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Will  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  allow  me  to  ask  him  u ques- 
tion ? 

Mr.  MALLORY.     Certainly. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Does  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  contemplate  that  any  one 
State  Legislature  shrill  have  the  power  to  prevent 
the  existence  of  this  system  within  the  State? 

Mr.  MALLORY.  No,  sir;  no,  sir.  I  have 
iirgued  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the.gentle- 
manfrom  New  York,  wliich  gives  to  a  State  Legis- 
lature the  power  to  tax  these  institutions,  exactly 
as  it  has  tiic  power  to  and  does  tax  similar  in- 
stitutions ill  that  State.  Fairness  and  equity  and 
right  require  that. 

Mr.HOTCHKISS.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  allow  the  section,  as  proposed  to  be 
amended,  to  be  reported? 

•Mr.  MALLORY.  I  know  what  it  is.  U  may 
be  read  after  I  am  through.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  wish  to  say  that  if  ever  the  time  comes 
that  the  people  of  all  the  Suites  of  the  Union  wish 
to  tax  thet^e  institutions,  whenever  they  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  their  best  interests  require  that 
they  shall  be  taxed,  the  right  to  do  so  should  re- 
main to  them.  1  am  no  ultra  State-rights  man. 
I  believe  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  the  laws  and  treaties  made  in 
pursuance  thereof,  should  be  the  supreme  law  of 
.the  land,  anything  in  State  constitutions  or  laws 
"to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Is  not  that  or- 
thodox enough  for  tlie gentleman  from  Maryland? 


Is  he  for  carrying  out  and  legislating  upon  any 
other  principle  than  that?  Is  he  for  destroying 
those  rights  which  he  knows  are  reserved  to  the 
Statesof  this  Union?  Is  he  for  conferring  on  the 
Federal  Government  other  powers  than  those 
which  that  sacred  instrument,  the  Constitution, 
expressly  and  distinctly  confers  upon  it,  or  which 
are  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  it  to  carry  out 
those  granted  powers?  If  he  be,  I  take  issue 
with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  and  I  lake 
issue  with  any  man  who  entertains  such  an  opin- 
ion or  who  will  advocate  such  a  theory  as  that. 

Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  whole  objection  to 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
is  based  upon  the  fear  on  the  part  of  this  Con- 
gress to  meet  the  American  people.  It  is  based 
upon  jhe  fear  on  their  part  to  subject  themselves 
to  the  verdict  of  their  masters — the  people — if 
they  are  your  masters  yet.  I  do  not  know  what 
they  may  become  when  your  armies  shall  have 
crushed  out  all  the  liberty  that  remains  in  the 
United  States. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DA  VIS,  of  Mary  land,  withdrew  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  ask  that  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  may  be  reported. 

The  Clerk  read  it. 

Mr.  H0TCHK1§S.  I  propose  to  amend  the 
original  section  by  adding  as  follows: 

Provided,  further,  ^hat  no  State  tax  eliall  b<;  imposed 
upon  any  part  of  tlic  capital  stock  of  .sucli  association  in- 
vested in  tlie  Ijoiiils  of  tlic  United  States. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
amendment  does  not  at  all  obviate  the  difficulties 
that  I  pointed  out  to  the  firstamcndment  proposed. 
There  is  no  limita^lion  placed  upon  theauihority  of 
the  State  to  tax  these  banks  to  any  extent  whatever. 
I  think  that  is  apparent  from  the  reading  of  it. 

But  what  I  desire  especially  to  say  is  to  correct 
some  misfrpprehension  into  wliich  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  has  fallen  himself,  and  into  which 
he  may  possibly  have  led  others.  He  argues 
that  if  all  the  States  or  all  the  people  of  the  United 
States  were  hostile  to  this  measure,  he  wanted 
them  to  have  the  power  to  break  it  down  and  de- 
stroy it.  That  was  his  argument  as  I  understood 
him.    He  was  not,  it  is  true,  a  State-rights  man. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  par- 
don; I  am  a  State-rights  man.  1  am  for  maintain- 
ing the  reserved  rights  of  the  States  to  vvhich'thoy 
are  entitled  under  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  gentleman  in  that  declaration. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  knew  my  friend  from 
Maryland  would  agree  with  me  in  that. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  And  I  do  not  know 
of  anybody  who  does  not;  but  when  the  gentle- 
man wishes  to  make  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
States  paralyze  the  machinery  of  the  United  States 
I  take  it  that  his  reserved  rights  of  the  States  ore 
a  usurpation  against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MALLORY.     1  made  no  such  declaration. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  1"he  ^gentleman 
argued  this,  that  if  all  the  States  \yere  anxious  to 
get  rid  of  this  S3'stfinv  he  thought  they  ouglit  to 
have  the  right  to  get  rid  of  it,  and  one  of  the  steps, 
I  presume,  by  which  he  proposed  they  should 
get  rid  of  it  was  this  taxation  system. 

Now,  sir,  1  suppose  that  if  all  the  people  of 
the  United  States  represented  in  Congress  are  op- 
posed to  the  system  they  can  defeat  it  now.  If 
at  any  time  during  the  next  Congress  they  should 
be  opposed  to  it,  they  can  defeat  it  then.  The 
point  I  desire  to  enforce  is  that  the  will  of  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  tho  United  States  as  ex- 
pressed by  their  Representatives  here  shall  be 
carried  into  effect.  1  am  now  endeavoring  to  as- 
sert their  rights.  I  desire  that  the  v/ill  of  the  sov- 
ereign majority — ofthc  peopleof  the  United  States 
— shall  not  be  paralyzed  by  the  caprice  or  the  a4i- 
tagonistic  policy  of  any  individual  Stale.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  case  of  New  Jerspy,  or  of  Mis- 
souri, or  of  any  other  State  which  may  happen 
to  be  opposed  to  any  banking  system  atall;  take 
the  case  of  California,  in  which  1  believe  no  banks 
are  established;  the  introduction  of  this  system 
into  those  States  might  be  against  their  local  pol- 
icy, and  yet  will  the  gentleman  allow  them  to  ex- 
clude these  national  banks  from  their  limits? 

Mr.  MALLORY.     I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  1  do  not  wish  to 
submit  this  question  to  their  arbitrament.  Jt  is 
the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  say 


that  this  system  shall  go  everywhere,  and  to  be 
uniform  it  must  go  into  every  State.  Ifitmaybe 
excluded  from  any  Slate  its  whole  usefulness  is 
paralyzed. 

Now,  in  reference  to  the  observation  of  the  gen- 
tleman that  this  is  a  system  of  des]iotisni  to  be 
met  by  the  people  wherever  it  should  exist  with 
the  scorn  and  coiltem|>tit  deserved,  I  am  sure  the 
gentleman  did  not  mean  to  say  anything  impolite 
to  me. 

Mr.  MALLORY.     Certainly  not. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  will  say  to  tlie 
honorable  gentleman  that  it  is  no  part  of  this 
scheme  that  it  shall  go  into  operation  in  de6ancc 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  It  is  intended 
for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  people.  To  make  it 
uniform  it  must  go  everywhere,  and  neither 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  nor  any  other  State  should 
have  the  right  as  States  to  exclude  it. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  I 
admit  the  authority  of  the  United  Stales  in  all  that 
pertains  to  them  under  the  Constitution,  to  estab- 
lish these  inslilutions  or  to  do  any  other  act  neces- 
sary to  promote  thr;  general  welfare.  But  itseems' 
to  mo  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  ofthc 
House  who  advocate  the  exemption  of  these  banks 
from  taxation  are  constrained  to  assume  a  fact 
which  does  not  exist.  They  talk  about  stock  in 
these  banks  beingGovcrnment  stock.  They  argue 
the  question  as  though  these  banks  were  only  es- 
tablished by  banking  stock  and  that  ihe  pro[)erty 
in  the  banks  was  the  property  of  theGovernment. 
Such  is  not  the  fact.  When  the  bonds  are  pur- 
chased by  the  citizen  of  a  State  they  cease  to  be 
the  property  ofthc  Government.  They  become 
the  property  of  those  who  see  fit  to  speculate  m 
them.  The  Government  is  bound  to  redeem  them, 
but  when  issued  they  cease  to  be  the  property  of 
the  Government  and  become  the  property  of  the 
individual  holders.  The  Government  then  has 
no  right  to  ]irevent  taxation  by  the  State  upon  the 
property  of  its  own  citizens.  For  us  to  under- 
take to  exercise  that  authority  is  a  usurpation 
on  the  part  of  Congress  against  the  reserved  rights 
of  the  States. 

As  I  have  already  said,  we  do  not  propose  to 
tax  Govern^ment  property,  but  vve  do  propose  to 
reserve  to  the  States  the  right  of  taxing  the  prop- 
erty of  its  own  citizens.  Suppose  that  it  should 
be  presumed  that  certain  articles  are  necessary 
for  the  General  Government,  such  as  horses  and 
mules,  would  wo  have  the  right  to  declare  that 
the  States  should  not  impose  any  tax  upon  them 
when  held  by  their  own  citizens?  We  liave 
the  same  right  in  the  one  case  that  we  have  in  the 
other.  We  have  the  same  right  to  say  that  no 
tax  shall  be  imposed  upon  these  bonds  by  the 
States  when  in  the  possession  of  citizens  of  the 
States.  It  is  in  direct  contravention  of  the  rights 
of  the  States.   , 

Gentlemen  say  that  it  is  necessary  thus  to  ex- 
clude this  class  of  bonds  from  taxation  when  in 
the  hands  of  citizens,  so  as  to  foster  these  banks, 
make  the  currency  uniform,  and  sustoin  the  credit 
of  the  Government.  There  is  nothing  in  that 
argument.  The  people  ofthc  States  will  not  tax 
these  baiik.s  out  of  existence  under  the  pending 
amendment,  lor  it  is  provided  that  they  shall  not 
be  taxed  higher  than  other  securities.  If  they  be 
necessary  to  sustain  the  credit  of  theGovernment 
it  will  be  to  the  interest  of  the  States  not  to  tax 
them  out  of  existence. 

The  great  objection  is  that  by  the  e?[ercise  of 
this  authority  you  strike  down  the  right  which 
pertains  to  the  Stales  under  the  Constitution.  You 
make  a  distinction  between  the  properly  held  in 
Government  securities  and  other  classes  of  prop- 
erly. In  that  way  you  give  moneyed  monopolies 
not  only  control  over  lUe  States  but  over  Con- 
gress. You  destroy  the  coiisiitutioiuil  rights  re- 
served to  the  Slates. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  that 
the  committee  do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  thecommiitee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Rollins,  of  New  Hamj)- 
shire,  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union  had,  a'-coriling  to  order, 
had  tht^  Union  under  considcrulion,  and  particu- 
larly the  bill  (II.  II.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  na- 
tional   currency   secured   by  a  pledge  of  United 
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States  stocks,  and  to  provide  for  tlie  circulation 
and  redemption  thereof,  and  had  come  to  no  con- 
ciusioi)  ih<'rc'on. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  aek  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  set  apart  next  Friday  week  after 
the  morning  liourfdr  the  reception  of  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Objection  was  made.  , 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  indicated. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  STEVENS,  (at 
half  past  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House  ad- 
journed.        

IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  ^flpril  5,  1864. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ENROLLBD  BILL  SIGNED. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  signed  the  enrolled 
bill  (S.  No.  80)  to  provide  for  the  better  organ- 
ization of  Indian  affairs  in  California;  which  had 
heretofore  received  the  signature  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

HOUSE  BILL  KEFBRUED. 

The  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  58)  relative  to 
the  substitution  of  monarchical  for  republican 
government  in  Mexico  under  European  auspices, 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foregn  Relations. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the 
Cemmissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  upon  the  subject 
of  providing  means  of  subsistence  for  the  Navajo 
Indians  of  New  Mexico,*upon  a  reservation  at 
the  "  Bosque  Redondo"  on  the  Pecas  river,  and 
recommending  an  appropriation  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject contemplated;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
communicating,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  lOih  of  March,  copies  of  papers  on 
file  in  that  Department  relating  to  the  treaty  with 
the  Kickapoo  Indians,  concluded  June  28,  1862, 
and  the  action  taken  by  that  Department  to  carry 
the  treaty  into  effect;  wliich  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  WILLE  Y  presented  the  memorial  of  Fran- 
cis 1.  Brooke,  praying  for  compensation  for  cer- 
tain supplies  furnished  to  the  United  States  army 
under  the  command  of  Generals  Banks  and  Pope 
in  Virginia  in  1862;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Chiims. 

.  Mr.  CONNESS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
American  Etiinological  Society  of  New  York, 
praying  that  a  commission  l)d  sent  to  eastern 
Asia  for  diplomatic,  commercial,  scientific,  and 
agricultural  purposes,  as  proposed  by  Dr,  D.  J. 
Macgowan;  wliich  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SUxMN  ER  presented  a  memorial  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Eastern  and  Fitch  burg  railroads  in  Mas- 
Bachusetts,  remonstrating  against  the  extension  of 
the  patent  of  Charles  Goodyear  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  directors  of 
the  Boston  and  Lowell,  and  Nashua  and  Lowell 
railroads  remonstrating  against  the  extension  of 
the  patent  of  Charles  Goodyear  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  171) 
further  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
collection  of  direct  taxes  in  the  insurrectionary 
districts  within  the  United  States, "and  for  other 
purposes,  approved  June  7, 1862,  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  I  In;  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
(S.  No.  217)  for  the  relief  of  Warren  W.  Green; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  asccund  reading. 


Mr.  HARDING,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Contra  Costa  county,  California,  praying 
to  be  authorized  by  law  to  institute  legal  proceed- 
ings to  try  the  validity  of  their  titles  to  certain 
lands  settled  and  occupied  by  them,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  271)  for  the  relief 
of  the -settlers  upon  certnin  lands  in  California, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  petition  of  citizens  of  California, 
praying  for  tlie  right  to  enter  in  the  land  offices 
in  that  State  the  lands  upon  which  theyare  loca- 
ted, known  as  the  Galbraith  claim,  reported  a  bill 
(S.  No.  216)  to  grant  the  right  of  preemption  to 
certain  settlers  on  the  "  Rancho  Bolsa  de  To- 
mmies," in  the  State  of  California;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  DIXON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
(S.  No.  167)  to  incorporate  an  insurance  conl- 
pany  in  the  city  of  Washington,  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  215)  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  at  Law- 
rence, Kansas,  by  the  duantrftl  raid  of  July  21, 
1863;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

MARSHAL  OP  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  the  following  resolution ; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  inEtrueted 
to  inlbrm  the  Senate  if,  since  the  passage  of  a  law  creating 
the  office  of  wardan  of  the  jail  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
there  iias  been  any  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  marshal  of  the 
District  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  District  or  judgment  of 
the  courts. 

SUPREME  COURT  DECISIONS. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  ask  leave,  without  previou's 
notice,  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  in  relation 
to  the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  I  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate  for  a  moment,  while  I  make 
a  statement  on  the  subject.  An  act  of  Congress 
passed  in  1842  provides  that  a  compensation  of 
|1,300  per  annum  be  paid  to  the  reporter  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  provided  the  decisions  of  the  court 
be  published  within  six  months  after  those  de- 
cisions are  made.  The  Supreme  Court  is,  about 
to  adjourn.  It  has  just  appointed  a  reporter,  and 
it  will  be  almost  impracticable  for  him  to  publish 
the  decisions  within  the  time  limited  by  law.  I 
therefore  have  prepared  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
purpose  of  dispensing  with  that  condition  for  the 
present  year,  and  I  ask  for  the  present  considera- 
tion of  the  joint  resolution. 

By  unanimous  consent  leave  was  granted  to 
introduce  the  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  39)  relating 
to  the  publication  of  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  December  term, 
1863,  and  it  was  read  twice  by  its  title  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  pro- 
vides that  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved August  29,  1842,  as  declares  that  the  re- 
porter of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
not  be  paid  the  compensation  provided  by  that  act 
unless  he  print  and  publish  the  decisions  within 
si.x  months  after  they  shall  have  been  made,  shall 
not  be  held  to  apply  to  the  decisions  of  December 
term,  1863,  the  present  reporter  not  having  been 
appointed  until  near  the  close  of  the  term. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  suggest  to  the  moverof 
the  joint  resolution  if  there  ought  not  to  bealiniit 
as  to  the  time  within  which  the  decisions  shall  be 
published.  Let  the  resolution  say  that  the  act 
referred  to  shall  not  apply  to  the  decisions  of  the 
present  term,  but  that  they  shall  be  published 
within  a  certain  time.  If  there  was  any  occasion 
for  the  original  law  there  ought  to  be  a  time  speci- 
fied when  the  decisions  of  the  present  term  shall 
be  published. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  had  thought  that  for  the  pres- 
ent year  the  reporter  might  be  allowed  all  the 
time  that  he  should  find  requisite.  This  resolu- 
tion only  dispenses  with  the  limitation  for  this 


year,  and  then  leaves  the  law  of  1842  to  stand  as 
it  is.  A  new  reporter  has  just  come  in,  and  he 
has  not  had  the  opportunity  of  hearing  the  argu- 
ments, and  he  undoubtedly  will  require  a  little 
more  time,  and  I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  for 
the  present  year  to  limit  him. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  there  was  everany  oc- 
casion for  a  limit  and  a  requirement  that  the  de- 
cisions should  be  published  within  a  certain  time, 
certainly  the  reason  for  that  requirement  exists 
in  reference  to  the  decisions  of  the  present  term 
as  much  as  any  other  term.  Manifestly,  the  joint 
resolution  is  very  proper,  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  prepare  these  decisions;  but  why  not 
give  him  a  year  to  do  it  in,  or  put  in  a  limitation 
of  six  months  from  the  present  time.'  I  think 
some  limit  should  be  fixed.  I  do  not  know  why 
the  original  law  was  passed. 

I  should  suppose  that  the  demand  for  the  de- 
cisions was  such  as  to  induce  the  reporter  to  get 
them  out  at  an  early  day;  but  it  seems  that  some 
years  ago  Congress  acted  on  the  assumption  that 
there  was  a  necessity  to  provide  that  they  should 
be  published  within  a  given  time,  and  I  think  if 
there  was  any  reason  for  that  law,  we  should,  in 
extending  the  time  for  the  present  year,  impose 
some  other  limit. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  have  no  objection  to  limiting 
the  time  to  a  year  from  now,  if  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  wishes  that  to  be  done. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  I  will  move  that 
amendment.  1  move  to  amend  the  joint  resolu- 
tion by  adding  at  the  end  of  it  the  following  pro- 
viso: 

Provided,  That  such  decisions  be  published  within  on* 
year  from  the  passage  of  this  joint  resolution. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  jointresolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  and  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

PRINTING  OF  AN  AMENDMENT, 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  a  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  and  there- 
fore I  will  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  me  to  offer  it  and  mtive 
that  it  be  printed.  It  is  the  bill  (S.  No.  20)  for 
the  relief  of  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tho 
United  States  irf  cases  therein  described. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  order  to  print 
will  be  made,  if  there  be  no  objection,  without 
formally  taking  up  the  bill, 

INDIAN  RESERVATIONS  IN  UTAH. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  move  to  take  up  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  220)  to  vacate  and  sell  the  present  In- 
dian reijprvations  in  Utah  Territory,  and  to  settle 
the  Indians  of  said  Territory  in  the  Uinta  valley. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  propeeded  to  consider 
the  bill.  It  requires  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  cause  the  several  Indian  reservations  hereto- 
fore made  or  occupied  as  such  in  the  Territory  of 
Utah,  excepting  Uinta  valley,  to  be  surveyed  into 
tracts  or  lots  notexceedingeighty  acres  each,  and 
so  situated  as  to  best  adapt  them  to  the  natural 
facilities  of  the  country  for  the  purposes  of  irri- 
gation, and  upon  the  completion  of  such  surveys 
he  is  to  cause  those  tracts  or  lots  to  be  sold  upon 
sealed  bids,  to  be  duly  invited  by  public  adver- 
tisement, to  the  highest  and  best  bidder,  and  ap- 
ply the  proceeds  of  such  sales  to  the  construction 
of  improvements  upon  the  reservations  which 
may  be  established  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  or  by  other  lawful  authority,  or  to  the  pur- 
chase of  stock,  agricultural  implements,  or  such 
other  useful  articles  as  to  him  may  seem  best 
adapted  to  the  wants  and  requirements  of  the  In- 
dians; but  no  tract  of  land  is  to  be  sold  under  the 
provisions  of  this  section  for  less  than  its  ap- 
praised value  in  cash,  to  be  duly  ascertained  by 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  for  that  purpose.  The  supcrititendent 
of  Indian  affairs  lor  the  Territory  of  Utah  is  to 
be  required  to  collect  and  settle  all  or  so  many  of 
the  Indians  of  the  Territory  as  may  be  found 
practicable  in  the  Uinta  valley,  which  is  to  be  set 
apart  for  the  permanent  settlement  and  exclusive 
occupation  of  such  of  the  different  tribes  of  Indi- 
ans of  theTerritory  as  may  be  induced  to  inhabit 
the  same.  For  the  purpose  of  making  agricultu- 
ral improvements  in  the  Uinta  valley  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  Indians,  and  to  enable  them  to  become 
self-sustaining  by  means  of  agriculture,  the  bi^J 
appropriates  the  sum  of  j^SO.OOO,  which  sum  is  t^ 
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be  expended  by  the  superintendent  of  Indian  af- 
fairs for  the  Territpry,  under  the  instruction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  reported  the 
hill  with  amendments.  The  first  amendment  of 
the  committee  was  in  section  one,  line  seven,  after 
the  word  "each"  to  strike  out  the  words  "and  so 
situated  as  to  best  adapt  them  to  the  natural  fa- 
cilities of  the  country  for  the  purposes  of  irriga- 
tion," and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  "under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  one,  line  twelve,  after  the  word  "adver- 
tisement," to  insert: 

For  a  period  not  less  than  Uiree  month?,  in  a  newspaper 
of  general  circulation  published  in  tlicTerritory  of  Utah, 
and  also  a  newspaper  pU'bllshed  in  Washington. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  one,  line  fifteen,  after  the  words  "best 
bidder,"  to  insert: 

Said  bids  may  be  filed  with  the  Governor  of  said  Ter- 
ritory at  the  seat  of  government  thereof,  and  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  in  VVasliingtoii ;  such  bids  as  may  be 
received  by  said  Governor  sliall,  without  opening  the  same, 
be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  when  the 
same,  with  ilie  bids  filed  with  hiui,  shall  be  opened  in  tlie 
presence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Lands,  and  the  Commissioner  af  Indian  Affairs, 
and  any  bidders  who  may  choose  to  be  presentattlie  open- 
ing thereof. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  one,  line  twenty-four,  after  the  word  "and  " 
to  insert  the  words  "  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. " 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in  and  or^ 
dered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time.  It  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

APPKOPBIATION  OP  CHUKCH  PIIOPERTY. 

-  * 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  move  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution I  offered  a  few  days  ago  asking  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  certain  information. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  is  an  occasion  for 
an  executive  session  for  a  few  minutes  on  a  mat- 
ter that  needs  immediate  attention.  I  move  that 
the  Senate  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  with- 
draw that  motion  to  allow  this  resolution  to  be 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  will  not  detain  us  long, 
and  we  shall  be  back  in  open  session  in  a  few 
moments. 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  seems  that  every  time  I 
attempt  to  take  up  this  resolution  something  else 
is  interposed  to  prevent  it.  It  has  already  occurred 
five  times.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  is  one  of 
the  Senators  who  did  it  the  other  day. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  have  no  objection 
to  allowing  the  resolution  to  be  taken  up  if  we 
could  have  a  vote  upon  it,  but  I  understand  there 
is  opposition  to  it  and  that  it  wi'1'1  take  time,  and 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  have  an  executive  session. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  The  opposition  will  not  in- 
volve debate.  I  do  not  intend. to  debate  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Let  Senators  vote  it  down  if 
they  choose  after  it  is  taken  up. 

Mr.  TRUM  BULL.  If  there  is  to  be  no  debate, 
I  shall  not  object  to  taking  up  the  resolution. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Powell  witd  agreed  to;  and 
the  Seriate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  31st  of  March: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Wnr  be  directed  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Senate  all  orders  tliat  have  been  Iss^ued  from  his 
Department,  or  by  generals  of  the  Army  of  tlin  United  States, 
authorizing  any  person  or  persons  to  talse  possession  of  any 
church  or  churches,  or  house  dedicated  lo  the  worsldp  of 
God,  or  house  or  property  belonging  to  any  home  or  foreign 
mission  society,  or  houses  and  property  belonKing  lo  any 
denomination  of  Christians  in  the  United  Slates  ;  and  that 
he  Inform  the  Senate  how  many  churches  and  how  much 
properly,  and  of  what  kind  an(J  description,  have  been  tal?en 
possession  of  in  pursuance  of  said  orders,  and  wliere  the 
same  is  situated,  and  to  what  denomination  of  Christiana 
the  property  so  taken  belonged. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  1  do  not  believe  that  the  adop- 
tion of  tills  resolution  will  subserve  any  public 
interest,  and  therefore  I  move  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  hope  tho  motion  of  the 
Senator 


Mr.  ITALE.     Order! 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  The  motion  is  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Very  well.  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WILLET^.  I  received  a  note  this  morn- 
ing from  Mr.  Henderson  desiring  me  to  state 
that  he  was  too  much  indisposed  to  be  in  his  seat 
in  the  Senate  to-day. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  27,  nays  11;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  -Clark,  Collamer,  Conness, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  F^ssenden,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harding, 
Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trrlmbuil,  Wade,  and  Wilson — 27. 

NAYS — Rlessrs.  Buckalcw,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Johnson,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Van  Win- 
kle, and  Willey— 11. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  now  move  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  some  time 
spent  in  the  consideration  of  executive  business, 
the  doors  were  reopened. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  special  order 
of  the  day  is  the  unfinished  business  of  yester- 
day, being  the  joint  resolution  (S.  No  16)  propos- 
ing amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  pending  question  being  upon  a  mo- 
tion made  by  the  Senator  from  Maine  [Mr.  Fes- 
senden]  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
that  ;-esolutioti,  and  to  take  up  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill.  Upon  that  question  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken  yesterday,  disclosing  the  wantof 
a  quorum.  The  question  now  is  upon  that  motion, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  will  again  be  taken. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  In  addition  to  what  I  said 
yesterday  I  ^ill  further  state  with  regard  to  the 
naval  appropriation  bill  that  it  is  important  to  pass 
it  early.  I  have  been  urged  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment to  ask  for  its  early  passage,  because, 
until  it  is  passed,  they  cannot  make  contracts,  and 
it  is  important  to  pass  it  soon,  or  else  they  will 
lose  time.  Besides  it  is  very  likely  that  the  other 
House  will  disagree  to  our  amendments,  or  some- 
of  them,  and  time  necessarily  be  spent  before  the 
bill  can  be  finally  disposed  of.  This  is  the  rea- 
son why  1  feel  anxious  that  the  bill  should  be 
acted  upon  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have  no  other 
view  in  regard  to  it.  It  is  a  matter  of  as  much 
indifference  to  me  as  to  any  other  Senator  what 
course  of  business  shall  be  adopted  by  the  Senate. 
I  know  the  importance  of  the  joint  resolution 
which  is  in  charge  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois; 
but  in  view  of  the  condition  of  public  business,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  press  the  naval  appropriation 
bill  upon  the  attention  of  the  Senate  at  this  time. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  say  nothing 
further  in  regard  to  thepostponmentof  the  special 
order  if  the  Senate  had  been  full  yesterday  when 
the  vote  was  taken  and  had  deliberately  decided 
to  postpone  the  order  upon  which  the  Senate  has 
been  engaged  for  several  days  past.  My  only 
object  now  is  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  question  which  all  are  to  decide,  and  I 
shall  not  trouble  the  body  with  resisting  these 
motions  to  lay  it  aside  if  the  Senate  now  delib- 
erately decides  that  the  measure  uiiderconsidera- 
tion  ought  to  give  way  to  others.  I  wish  it  to 
he  understood  what  tliat  question  is,  and  I  con- 
fess that  I  was  somewhat  surprised  by  the  vote 
yesterday.  1  was  particularly  surprised  that 
gentlemen  on  the  Judiciary  Committee  who  in- 
structed me  to  report  this  resolution  to  the  Senate 
voted  for  its  postponement.  It  is  the  most  im- 
portant measure  that  the  American  Congress'has 
ever  had  under  consideration.  It  is  a  proposi- 
tion forever  to  abolish  slavery  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  to  prevent  its  reestablishment. 
It  is  a  question  believed,  as  I  suppose,  by  most 
of  us. to  lie  at  the  foundation  of  this  rebellion. 

Now,  sir,  this  great  measure  which  can  only 
pass  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  a  motion  is  made  to 
postpone  and  lay  aside  for  other  business,  and 
that,  too,  for  an  approf)riation  bill  for  the  next 
fiscal  year;  not  an  appropriation  bill  to  meet  the 
immediate  want-i  of  the  Government,  but  an  • 
appropriation  bill  to  provide  for  the  next  fiscal 
year  after  the  1st  of  July  next.    If  the  Senate, 


by  its  deliberate  judgment, decides  thatthis  prop- 
osition to  submit  to  the  people  of  the  States  the 
question  whether  slavery  shall  be  forever  abol- 
ished is  one  of  such  indifference  that  it  ought  to 
give  way  to  the  other  current  business  of  the 
session,  let  us  know  it. 

Sir,  if  this  measure  cannotcommanda  majority 
of  the  Senate  to  keep  it  before  the  Senate,  there 
is  very  little  hope  of  its  final  passage  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote,  and  we  need  not  take  up  time  about 
it.  I  do  not  suppose,  nor  do  I  mean  to  intimate, 
that  every  Senator  who  voted  yesterday  or  who 
shall  vote  to-day  to  lay  aside  this  question  and 
take  up  other  business  is  opposed  to  the  consti- 
tutional amendment.  I  do  not  so  believe;  I  wish 
to  do  no  injustice  to  any  one;  but  I  do  believe  that 
such  a  vote  of  the  Senate  would  indicate  an  in- 
difference to  this  great  question.  It  would  show 
that  a  majority  of  the  Senate  are  willing  to  give 
it  the  go-by  for  other  business.  It  does  not  show 
an  earnestness  for  it;  and  without  an  earnestness 
for  it  on  the  part  of  Congress  we  never  can  have 
it  ratified  by  the  people.  Unless  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  are  for  this  measure  in  earnest,  it  is 
of  very  little  use  to  submit  it  to  the  people.  Itig 
important,  if  it  is  to  pass  at  all,  that  it  should  pass 
at  an  early  day.  It  is  the  great  question.  Some 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  are  now  in  ses- 
sion, and  if  we  can  passtliis  resolution  at  an  early 
day  and  show  a  zeal  and  earnestness  to  amend 
the  Constitution  and  be  rid  of  slavery  forever  we 
may  have  the  indorsement  of  sorhe  of  the  States 
whose  Legislatures  are  now  in  session  before  their 
adjournment;  but  if  this  proposition  is  to  go  Ijmp- 
ingly  along  through  the  Senate,  if  an  indifference 
is  manifested  toward  it,  if  it  is  to  be  laid  aside 
to  take  up  other  business,  and  that  business  which 
is  not  pressing,  but  which  is  to  have  its  effect  after 
June  next,  it  is  saying  to  the  country  that  there 
is  very  little  heart  in  the  measure  in  Congress; 
and  it  can  never  be  adopted  with  such  a  feeling 
on  the  part  of  its  advocates. 

Now,  sir,  I  shall  be  satisfied  (of  course  I  am 
bound  to  be  satisfied,  however  much  I  may  regret 
that  such  is  the  feeling  of  Senators)  to  abide  the 
yote  of  a  full  Senate  showing  that  they  are  not 
disposed  to  hold  on  to  this  measure  and  pass  it 
by  the  requisite  vote.  The  yeas  and  nays,  I  be- 
lieve, have  been  called,  and  with  what  I  have  now 
said  I  am  entirely  willing  to  submit  the  proposi- 
tion to  the  Senate  and  let  it  be  decided  whether 
other  business  is  to  push  this  measure  aside  or 
not. 

I  ought  to  say  another  word  before  I  sit  down, 
and  that  is  this:  it  must  be  manifest  to  every  Sen- 
ator who  has  been  for  any  considerable  time  a 
member  of  this  body,  that  we  lose  time  whenever 
we  take  up  a  question  and  discuss  it  for  several 
days  and  then  lay  it  aside  and  take  up  some  new 
measure.  It  is  no  economy  of  time  to  break  in 
upon  a  question  which  has  had  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  for  several  days,  with  a  new  ques- 
tion, dispose  of  that,  and  then  go  back  to  the  old 
question  again. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Mr.  President,  as  I  stated 
yesterday,  I  have  no  kind  of  feeling  on  this  sub- 
ject. 1  have  delayed  this  naval  appropriation  bill, 
owing  to  certain  circumstances,  very  much  longer 
than  I  intended  to  do.  I  have  been  pressed  at  the 
Navy  Department  to  take  up  the  bill  and  have  it 
passed,  for  the  reason,  as  1  stated  this  morning, 
that  it  was  important  to  the  Navy  Department 
that  it  should  be  taken  up  and  passed  at  once. 
After  we  have  acted  upon  it  here  we  shall  be 
oblige^  to  send  it  back  to  the  House  of  Reprer 
sentatives,  and  with  such  amendments  probably 
as  will  create  a  non-concun-enceon  their  part,  and 
thus  make  new  delay.  The  reason  why  the  Navy 
Department  is  anxious  for  the  speedy  passage  of 
the  bill  is  this:  until  they  know  what  the  appro- 
priations are  they  cannot  make  their  contracts  for 
the  succeeding  year,  and  time  is  all-important  to 
them  with  reference  to  those  contracts.  It  is  im- 
portant, therefore,  that  the  bill  should  be  passed 
at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 

When  I  have  said  this  to  the  Senate,  and  when 
I  have  explained  the  grounds  upon  which  my 
motion  is  pi-edicated  in  addition  to  this,  relating, 
to  the  business  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
which  I  stated  yesterday,  I  have  done  my  duty; 
and  if  the  Senate  thinks  it  unwise  or  inexpedient 
to  take  it  up  at  the  present  time  and  intcrpo.se  i( . 
in  the  way  of  the  present  discussion,  although 
probably  we  can  settle  it  in  one  day  without anj^ 
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sort  of  difficulty,  I  nm  content  witli  the  decision 
that  is  to  be  come  to  by  tlie  Senate. 

Bui,  sir,  I  cannot  close  the  remnvlca  wliich  I 
have  to  make  on  iliis  subject  without  calb'ng  the 
attention  of  my  lionornble  friend  from  IIlinoif5, 
for  whom  1  Imve  not  only  sjieat  respect  but  very 
strong  personal  regard,  ns  lie  jcnows,  to  the  in- 
justice which  his  words,  I  hope  not  his  tiionghts, 
do  to  gentlemen  wiio  are  his  associates  in  this 
body  Hud  sitting  on  the  same  side  of  the  Chamber. 
it  is  not  the  first  time  that  from  liim  (Vnd  from 
some  others  in  the  Senate  we  have  liad  intima- 
tions of  precisely  the  same  character,  imputing  n 
dereliction  of  duty  and  a  dishonesty  of  purpose  to 
those  who  are  associated  witli  liim  in  tliis  body. 
His  words  admit  of  no  other  construction. 

Here  is  a  great  question  pending;  a  question 
the  transcendent  importance  of  which  I  feci  and 
admit  as  much  as  he  does;  a  question  that  I  beg 
leave  to  say  to  him  I  take  as  mucli  interest  in  as 
he  does.  I  have  felt  and  said  from  the  beginning, 
and  for  a  longer  period  than  this  subject  lias  been 
in  this  body,  that  in  my  opinion  the  only  remedy 
for  this  great  evil  was  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Such  have  been  my  opinions  all  along; 
they  are  so  now.  But  v/hat  does  my  honorable 
tViiJnd  say?  I  will  not  impute,  said  he,  to  all  the 
gentlemen  wh-o  vote  to,  lay  aside  this  question 
and  take  up  another,  that  they  are  opposed  to  this 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  now  under  con- 
sideration, but  I  do  impute  to  them  an  indiffer- 
ence upon  the  subject,  a  want  of  heart  in  it,  a 
want  of  zeal  in  it — those  were  not  his  words,  but 
his  ideas — such  as  I  feel  and  such  as  others  feel. 

Sir,  at  different  times  in  the  Senate,  when  some 
gentleinen  hesitated  upon  a  measure  on  the  ground 
of  its  constitutionality,  whether  it  was  not  an  in- 
fringement on  the  Constitution  which  we  are 
sworn  to  support,  we  have  had  intimations  made 
that  we  were  rolling  constitutional  logs  in  the 
way  of  the  Government;  and  made,  too,  some- 
times by  gentlemen  to  whom  probably  it  could 
not  be  imputed  that  they  would  ever  roll  a  con- 
stitutional log  or  raise  a  constitutional  objection 
on  any  occasion.  Sir,  what  we  choose  to  say 
and  what  we  choose  to  do  in  the  course  of  our 
duty  certainly  ought  to  be  looked  upon  with  ref- 
erence to  our  general  characters  and  our  general 
action  with  regard  to  these  great  questions,  with- 
out these  constant  imputations  in  this  sideway 
ntifinner  of  a  want  of  zeal  and  earnc^ness  in  the 
great  cause  which  we  all  favor. 

Sir,  I  do  not  yield  to  my  honorable  friend  in 
zeal  and  earnestness  for  the  passage  of  this  joint 
resolution  which  is  now  under  consideration  in 
the  Senate;  and  I  think  it  is  particularly  unkind 
and  particularly  unjust  in  him,  because  I,  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duty  and  in  the  belief  that  that 
duty  requires  it,  choose  to  make  a  motion  when 
I  think  the  time  is  pressing,  when  I  think  the 
subject  under  debate  may  go  on  for  days — wc  do 
not  know  how  long — and  perhaps  for  weeks — wc 
cannot  tell — to  give  me  a  day  upon  a  bill  which 
I  deem  to  be  important  to  be  passed  now  in  the 
Senate,  to  impute  to  me  that  because  1  make  this 
motion  therefore  I  am  indifferent. and  I  have  no 
zeal  and  earnestness  in  ihe  great  olijcct  which  the 
Senator  is  trying  to  accomplish.  1  put  it  to  him, 
is  it  just  or  generous  to  those  who  arc  associated 
with  him  to  try  to  convey  that  sort  of  impression 
to  the  country  that  he  and  his  friends  are  belter 
than  wc  are  because  he  is  for  pushing  this  measure 
on  ? 

Why,  sir,  it  wan  only  last  week  that  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson]  took 
the  floor  on  this  l)ill,  but  it  was  not  convenient  to 
him  to  speak  on  Friday,  and  he  tJiereforc  moved 
that  it  be  postponed  till  Monday,  two  days.  The 
lionorable  Senator  from  Illinoisdid  notobjccton 
account  of  the  time.  He  acceded  to  it.  He  let 
two  days  go  over,  and  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
accommodating  an  individual  Senator.  There 
was  no  im|)utatiuii  then  upon  anybody.  Why 
is  it  made  now? 

I  have  said  this  in  all  candor  and  in  nil  kind- 
ness to  gentlemen  who  perhaps  may  think  tlipy 
are  more  zealous  and  ardent  in  what  they  deem 
to  be  a  greatmatier  than  others,  in  ordi;r  that  they 
should  make  all  allowances  for  (he  peculiar  (if 
you  please  to  call  it  ho)  organization  of  men  and 
of  different  minds,  and  be  willing  to  admit  that 
although  they  may  have  a  largerquantily  of  that 
kind  of  pMiriotisni,  yet  that  we  honestly  ('xert  all 
we  have  and  that  we  do  feel  just  as  much  inter- 


est in  this  great  question  as  they  do,  although 
we  may  vote  to  postpone  its  consideration  for  a 
day  or  two. 

Sir,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  say  thus  much, 
for  I  do  not  like  to  rest  under  such  imputations, 
especially  coming  from  a  qu%rter  which  I  so 
highly  res|iect  ns  1  do  anything  that  comes  from 
rfiy  honorable  friend  fiom  Illinois.  *' 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  certainly  tried,  when  I 
was  up  before,  to  be  very  careful  not  to  say  any- 
thing that  should  impute  any  wrong  opinions  to 
any  one.  Of  course,  it  is  known  to  everybody 
that  there  are  some  members  of  this  body  who 
are  opposed  to  amending  the  Cdnstilution  so  as 
to  abolish  slavery.  Several  Senators  have  avowed 
their  opposition  to  any  such  amendment.  When 
I  said  that  others  would  vote  to  postpone  this 
measure  in  order  to  take  up  another,  lest  I  might 
be  misunderstood,  I  took  tiie  pains  to  say  at  the 
lime  that  I  did  not  impute  to  them  hostility  to  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  But  you  did  impute  in- 
difference. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  believe  that  many  of 
those  who  will  vote  to  postpone  this  measure/'if 
we  can  get  a  vote  upon  it,  will  vote  for  this  joint 
resolution.  If  I  did  not  think  so,  1  certainly 
should  not  try  to  keep  it  before  the  Senate,  be- 
cause you  cannot  pass  it  by  a  two-thirds  vote  with- 
out their  votes.  But  I  thought  they  did  not  es- 
timate the  importance  of  it  and  of  its  going  with 
a  strong  indorsemetit  of  the  Senate, and  with  the 
hearty  concurrence  of  the  Senate^  to  the  people, 
as  much  as  some  others  did.  I  thought  that  vot- 
ing to  take  up  other  business  in  the  place  of  it 
showed  a  sort  of  indifference  to  this,  which  it 
seemed  to  me  ought  not  to  be  manifested  toward 
it.  I  was  trying  to  satisfy  those  friends  ^vilh 
whom  I  act  that  it  was  important  if  this  measure 
was  to  pass  at  all  that  it  should  seem  to  have  the 
hearty  and  earnest  cooperation  of  everybody  who 
was  friendly  to  it;  and  that  postponing  it  for  other 
measures  would  give  a  different  a^fipearance  to 
the  country.  1  did  not  do  that  for  the  purpose 
of  impugninganybody 's  motives;  but,  so  far  from 
that,  1  took  pains  to  say  that  I  believed  they  were 
perhaps  for  it  as  much  as  1  am,  and  may  be  as 
earnestly  for  it  as  I  am;  bull  think,  if  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maine  will  allow  me  to  say  it,  that  the 
effect  upon  the  country  of  postponing  it  is  to  show 
that  the  Senate  is  not  very  much  in  earnest  about 
it.  That  is  the  consequence  of  the  vote — 1  will 
not  say  that  Senators  mean  that — and  1  tried  in 
the  few  reniark.s  I  made  to  the  Senate  to  impress 
upoTi  Senators  the  importance  of  acting  upon  it; 
I  tried  yesterday  also  to  impress  upon  (hem  the 
importance  of  acting  upon  it  as  a  saving  of  time; 
but  Senators  may  think  there  is  no  force  in  the 
suggestions  that  I  rnake.  To  me  they  seem  to 
have  much  force,  and  therefore  I  insist  on  them. 

iVlr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  that  I 
have  failed  dui-ing  the  time  1  have  had  the  honor 
of  a  seat  on  this  floor  in  sustaining  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  getting  up  his 
measures  whenever  there  has  been  a  motion  of 
this  kind  made.  I  think  I  have  uniformly  voted 
to  take  up  the  appropriatioii  bills,  because  I  know 
aiul  feel  how  important  it  is  that  they  should  be 
passed.  Without  iheir  passage  within  appro- 
priate periods  of  time,  the  wheels  of  Government 
must  stop.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  that  it 
is  indispensably  necessary  that  the  bill  which  it 
is  now  sought  to  lc\kc  up  should  be  passed  this 
day  or  perhaps  to-morrow.  Without  intending 
to  trench  at  all  upon  what  may  be  considered  the 
jirerogative  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
ih(!  Judiciary,  who  has  charge  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution now  before  us,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  that  for  the  last  five  years  there  has  hardly 
a  day  or  a  week  passed  in  this  body  in  which  the 
subject-matter  involved  in  that  joint  resolution 
has  not  been  before  this  body  in  some  shape  or 
other,  cither  in  the  shape  of  speeches  for  or 
against,  or  in  the  shape  of  bills  or  resolutions, 
some  of  Which  I  have  thought  were  inexpedient 
and  others  exjjedient,  some  of  which  I  have 
thought  weri!  legal  and  others  illegal,  and  many, 
if  not  the  mostof  whicli,  I  have  thought  were  ill- 
limed  and  misjudged. 

But  now,  sir,  when  wc  have  arrived  at  this 
point,  when  we  can  submit  to  the  people  of  this 
country  fairly  and  squarely  for  their  decisionand 
del'  rininalion  the  questiini  of  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very by  a  conNiiiuiional  aniendn)ent,  I  am  in  favor 
of  holding  on  to  that  measure.     No  matter  how 


important  the  appropriation  bills  may  be,  I  con- 
sider this  question  as  being  a  head  and  shoulders 
above  them  all,  coming  in  the  shape  in  which 
it  does  before  Congress  and  the  country;  and  aa 
I  believe  a  firm  adherence  to  the  question  now 
before  the  Senate,  the  continuance  of  it  liere  will 
exhaust  but  a  little  more  of  our  time,  and  will, 
by  a  proper  degree  of  persistence,  be  brought  to 
a  vote  perhaps  within  the  period  of  twenty-four 
hours,  I  desire  that  that  question  may  be  contin- 
ued before  the  Senate.  It  is  in  the  shape  in  which 
1  want  it;  it  is  in  the  shape  in  which  I  desire  it; 
it  is  a  great  measure  which  is  to  strike  at  this  evil; 
it  proposes  to  tear  it  up  root  and  branch,  and  in 
a  way  pointed  out  by  the  Constitution  itself.  Such 
being  the  imjiortance  of  it,  such  being  the  import- 
ance of  our  itnraediate  action  upon  it  that  it  may 
be  submitted  to  the  Legislatures  and  to  the  people, 
I,  for  one,  without  desiring  to  antagonize  with  any 
one  else  upon  any  other  measure,  desire  that  this 
shall  be  kept  continuously  before  the  country, 
and  that  it  shall  be  passed  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  this  bod}'. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Mr.  President,  nothing  is 
more  natural  than  that  each  commfitee  having 
charge  of  a  given  subject-matter  should  feel  the 
importance  of  the  measures  pending  before  them, 
and  especially  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  is  charged  with  carrying  them  into  execu- 
tion. It  is  therefore  the  most  natural  thing  in  the 
world  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  should  feel  pressed  u|)on  him  from  time 
to  time  the  imporiance  of  pushing  through  the 
various  measures  which  come  from  that  commit- 
tee, and  so  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  should  feel  this  pressure  also 
upon  him.  I  myself  believe,  and  it  is  from  that 
conviction  that  I  shall  act  in  this  case,  that  while 
the  financial  measures  are  of  course  among  the 
most  important  measures  that  can  come  before 
the  body,  this  measure  which  has  already  been 
before  the  Senate  from  the  .Judiciary  Committee, 
which  has  been  discussed,  which  I  believe  we 
can  close  to-day  and  to-morrow,  and  give  way 
after  that  to  the  financial  measures  which  are 
pressed  by  the  Finance  Committee,  is  of  para- 
mount importance.  I  shall  vote  against  post- 
poning the  matter  which  is  now  pending,  and 
which  is  before  the  Senate,  and  I  would  venture 
to  ajipeal  to  my  honorable  friend  who  has  charge 
of  the  measures  of  finance  that  he  would  consent 
to  an  arrangement  or  an  understanding  like  this: 
that  to-day  and  to-morrow  be  devoted  to  this 
measure  with- the  understanding  that  we  close  it 
to-morrow.  If  it  cannot  be  closed  then,  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  passage  of  the  financial  measures 
which  must  pass  will  perhaps  override  this  meas- 
ure. I  feel  myself  the  ve>y  great  importance  of 
getting  this  out  of  the  way.  I  think  that  we  shall 
save  time,wcshall  accomplish  the  purposesof  both 
these  committees  in  carrying  through  the  meas- 
ure represented  by  my  friend  from  Illinois,  and 
carrying  through  the  finance  measure  represented 
by  my  friend. fr^imMain(!.  It  seems  to  me  it  will 
be  a  saving  of  lime.  I  hope  that  the  Senate  will 
lake  that  view  of  it.  Certainly  in  voting  on  this 
motion  I  wish  rny  friend  from  Maine  distinctly 
to  understtwid  that  my  course  in  the  future  will 
be  as  it  has  been  in  the  jiast  upon  almost  every 
occasion  hardly  without  an  exception;  I  expect 
to  vole  as  I  have  heretofore  vol(.'d  with  him  when- 
ever he  desires  to  take  up  the  financial  measures, 
but,  from  my  deep  conviction  that  we  ought  first 
to  dispose  of  the  pending  measure,  I  feel  con- 
strained on  this  occasion  to  vote  against  him. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  do  not  ihink  there  is 
any  necessity  for  any  such  understaiMling  as  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  desires.  If  wccanstop 
men  from  talking,  wc  can  vote  on  tliis  measure. 
There  is  not  a  man  in  this  body  whose  mind  is 
not  made  up  upon  it;  there  is  not  a  man  who  by 
making  a  speech  ex[)ects  to  change  a  vote.  Why 
not  go  on,  then,  and  vote,  and  stop  this  eternal 
talking  on  a  subject  that  the  Senate  and  the  coun- 
try have  made  up  their  minds  about?  If  the 
talking  men  will  stop  th(nr  talk,  we  can  do  the 
business  which  the  country  demands  of  us;  un- 
less they  will,  we  cannot. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  If  there  can  be  an  ami- 
cable understanding  about  this  matter,  I  shall  be 
glad.  I  hope  Senators  will  do  me  the  credit  to 
believe  that  I  have  only  a  desire  to  do  my  duty 
in  this  matter.  I  must  have  the  naval  appropri- 
ation bill  disposed  of  by  the  Senate  during  this 
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week.  That  is  essential.  If  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  (he  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  thinks 
that  to-day  and  to-morrow  will  suffice  for  his 
joint  resolution,  and  is  willing  to  try  the  experi- 
ment whether  we  can  get  through  with  it  in  that 
time,  and  will  not  feel  that  I  shall  be  trenching  on 
his  prerogative  on  Thursday  by  insisting  then 
upon  our  going  on  with  the  appropriation  bill, 
I  shall  withdraw  my  motion  so  far  as  to  allow 
this  measure  to  go  on  to-day  and  to-morrow.  1  do 
not  wish  to  press  my  motion  now  against  the 
sense  even  of  a  part  of  my  friends.  I  would 
rather  accommodate  them  all  if  I  possibly  could. 
Mr.  TRUMBULL,  Of  course  I  cannot  tell 
how  many  Senators  intend  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion, or  when  we  shall  geta  vote;  but  1  can  say  that 
I  will  take  no  lime  upon  it, and  1  will  try  to  bring 
it  to  a  vote  at  the  earliest  moment  possible;  and 
I  hope  we  may  get  a  vote  in  the  course  of  a  day 
or  two.  Not  knowing,  however,  how  many  per- 
sons may  desire  to  speak  upon  it,  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  say  whether  we  shall  be  through  with 
it  to-morrow  or  not.  1  hope  we  shfill  be,  and  I 
see  no  reason  why  we  cannot  get  through  with  it 
then;  but  if  to-morrow  evening  we  should  find 
thatwe.were  not  tiirough,  but  could  finish  it  even 
in  another  day,  I  think  it  would  be  bad  policy  to 
lay  it  aside,  and  then  perhaps  spend  a  week  upon 
it  when  we  take  it  up  again  ten  days  or  two  weeks 
hence.  I  think  it  better  to  hold  on  to  it  and  bring 
it  to  a  conclusion  at  the  earliest  moment  we  can. 
I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  be  protracted.  So 
for  as  I  am  advised,  there  are  no  persons  who  de- 
sire to  speak  upon  it  who  will  occupy  more  than 
to-morrow.  In  fact  I  do  not  know  arly  persons 
designing  to  speal?  on  it  who  will  take  up  more 
than  to-day;  but  there  may  be  Senators  who  have 
not  cortimunic-ated  with  me  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  am  as  much  in  favor  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  joint  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion, I  think,  as  anybody,  and  I  do  not  know  but 
that  I  am  just  as  zealous  for  it  as  anybody;  cer- 
tainly I  am  not  indifferent  to  it;  but  still,  if  the  vote 
is  to  be  put,  I  shall  vote  to  take  up  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill,  and  for  this  reason:  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill  probably  will  not  occupy  more  than 
one  day,  and  there  are  reasons  why  it  should  be 
acted  upon  at  an  early  day  every  session  that  do  not 
apply  to  any  other  appropriation  bill.  The  laws 
on  your  statute-book  governing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  and  the  heads  of  the  different  bureaus 
of  that  Department,  require  them  to  advertise  t\ 
certain  length  of  time  before  any  contract  can  be 
made.  They  cannot  advertise  un*il  they  know 
what  appropriation  is  made.  The  rule  does  not 
apply  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  was  so  stren- 
uous about  enforcing  on  the  Senate  as  an  infer- 
ence from  the  fact  that  this  money  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pended until  after  the  30th  of  June  next.  That  is 
true;  but  they  cannot  make  contracts  to  take  ef- 
fect from  and  after  the  30th  of  June  unless  they 
know  whether  they  are  going  to  have  any  money 
to  meet  tiiose  contracts  or  not.  Some  of  them  re- 
quire four  months'  advertisement, 
i-  The  great  error  we  have  committed  is  in  allow- 
ing this  appropriation  bill  to  lie  over  as  long  as 
we  have.  I  do  not  think  that  because  I  shall  vote 
to  take  up  the  Navy  appropriation  bill,  and  oc- 
cupy one  day  of  the  Senate  with  it,  I  thereby 
show  an  indifference  to  the  great  measure  which 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  has  in  ciiarge.  I  think 
it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  wheels  of  Government 
moving  while  we  are  attempting  to  amend  the 
Constitution,  and  not  to  impose  upon  our  ser- 
vants who  have  charge  of  the  Navy  Department 
the  necessity  of  violating  the  laws  of  the  country 
that  we  haveestablished  for  theirgovernment.and 
that  will  be  the  effect  of  postponing  the  measure. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted  — yeas  18,  nays  21;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Antiiony,Buckalevv,Cnrliln,CIark, Col- 
lamer,  Coniicss,  Cowan,  Uavis,  Fessenden,  [>'oot,  Grimes, 
Johnson,  fowoll,  Kanisey,  Riddle,  Saiilsbury,  Slienuan, 
and  Van  Winkl(._18. 

NAYS  — Mo?srs.  Chandler,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Hale, 
Uardin:;,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
Lane 01  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Poineroy,Spra(;ue,  Sum- 
ner, Ten  Eyck, Trumbull,  Wade,  VVilley,  and  Wilson— 21. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine  is  disagreed  to.  The  joint 
resolution  (S.  No.  16)  proposing  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  pending  question  being  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Davis]  to  the 


amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 
'Mr.  JOHNSto.     Mr.  President 

PKKSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
will  allow  me,  I  desire  to  make  a  persoj^ial  expla- 
nation before  he  proceeds. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Certainly, 

Mr.  HARLAN.  My  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  remark  made  by  me  a  few  days  since  in  the 
Senate  on  the  discussion  of  the  bill  to  organize  a 
territorial  governmen*  for  Montana,  in  which  I 
alluded  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  in  these  words,  as  reported: 

"  If  It  wasliis  opinion  that  this  consolidation  should  not 
take  place — that  is,  if  he  should  carelessly  throw  out  an 
Intimation  of  that  kind — I  Would  account  for  it  in  this  way  : 
there  are  very  few  of  the  heads  of  Departments  or  bureaus 
that  are  willing  to  curtail  the  patronage  of  their  officea.  I 
remember  now  very  well  Unit  when  I  proposed  a  year  ago 
to  consolidate  the  Ijakota  district  with  that  of  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  or  with  that  of  Minnesota,  an  objection  was 
raised  in  the  office,  and  when  I  came  to  inquire  into  the 
facts  I  found  that  a  brother  of  the  Commissioner  was  the 
present  incumbent  in  Dakota  ;  and  supposing  that  men  are 
influenced  by  the  ordinary  motives  that  sometimes  sway 
the  judgment  of  men,  I  drew  the  conclusion  that  that  might 
possibly  have  a  slight  influence  on  his  judgment." 

I  understand  that  the  Commissioner  thinks  this 
language  may  be  so  construed  as  to  reflect  on  his 
integrity  as  a  gentleman  or  as  an  officer.  I  certainly 
did  not  so  intend  it;  nor  are'the  words  here  reported 
those  that  I  intended  to  use.  I  intended  to  state 
that  his  brother  Was  an  incumbent  in  the  office, 
and  not  to  use  words  implying  that  he  was  the 
surveyor  general  in  the  office.  I  ought  to  state, 
I  think,  in  this  cotitiection,that  in  my  intercourse 
with  the  head  of  that  bureau,  I  have  formed  the 
opinion  that  he  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  a  very 
laborious,  able,  and  efficient  officer,  and  one  in 
whom  I  virould  confide  implicitly;  and  I  did  not 
intend  to  use  language  that  could  be  differently 
construed. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
(S.  No.  16)  proposing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States, 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  I  am  fully 
conscious,  in  rising  to  address  the  Senate,  of  the 
great  importance  of  the  measure  to  which  I  am 
about  to  speak.  Indeed,  in  that  respect  it  can- 
not be  exaggerated.  To  manumit  at  once  nearly 
four  million  slaves,  who  have  been  in  bondage  by 
hereditary  descent  during  their  whole  lives,  and 
who,  because  they  were  in  bondage,  and  as  one 
of  the  consequences  of  the  condition  in  which 
they  were  placed,  have  been  kept  in  a  state  of  al- 
most-absolute ignorance,  is  an  event  of  which  the 
world's  history  furnishes  no  parallel.  Whether 
if  it  succeeds  it  will  be  attended  by  weal  or  by 
woe,  the  future  must  decide.  That  it  will  not  be 
followed  by  unmixed  good  or  by  unmixed  evil, 
is  perhaps  almost  certain;  and  the  only  question 
in  my  view  that  presents  itself  to  statesmen  is, 
first,  whether  the  measure  itself  be  right,  inde- 
pendent of  its  consequences  ;and  secondly,  whether 
those  consequences  may  be  such  as  render  it  in- 
expedient, because  inhuman  in  other  particulars, 
to  do  what  is  right. 

There  was  a  period  in  our  own  time  when  there 
was  but  one  opinion  upon  the  question  of  right, 
or  almost  but  one  opinion  upon  that  question. 
The  men  who  fought  through  the  Revolution, 
those  who  survived  its  peril  and  shared  in  its 
glory,  and  wlro  were  called  to  the  Convention 
by  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  drafted  and  recommended  to  the  adoption  of 
the  American  people,  almost  without  exception 
thought  that  slavery  was  not  only  an  evil  to  any 
people  among  whom  it  might  exist,  but  that  it 
was  an  evil  of  the  highest  character,  which  it  was 
the  duty  of  all  Christian  people,  if  possible,  to  re- 
njove,  because  it  was  a  sin  as  well  as  an  evil. 

I  think  the  history  of  those  times  wfl  bear  me 
out  in  the  statement  that  if  the  men  by  whom 
that  Constitution  was  framed,  and  the  people  by 
whom  it  was  adopted,  had  anticipated  the  times 
in  which  we  live,  they  would  have  provided  by 
constitutional  enactinent  that  that  evil  and  that 
sin  should  at  some  comparatively  unremote  day 
be  removed.  During  our  colonial  dependence, 
and  immediately  preceding  the  epoch  when  our 
fathers  found  it  necessary  to  claim  for  themselves 
the  freedom  which  was  their  right,  one  of  their 


complaints  against  the  Government  from  which 
they  were  about  to  disengage  themselves  was 
that  that  Government  had,  by  its  own  power, 
and  against  the  will  of  the  colonies,  brought  Afri- 
cans as  slaves  and  settled  them  in  the  United 
States;  and  from  the  period  that  their  numbers 
increased  so  as  to  promise  a  still  gi-eater  increase, 
almost  every  man  of  reflection  at  that  time  who 
looked  to  the  future  was  satisfiedlhat  sooner  or 
later  the  country  would,  because  of  it,  be  involved 
in  trouble;  and  they  also  fondly  looked  to  the 
period,  not  only  with  hope,  but  evidently  with 
confidence,  when, from  a  conviction  of  the  danger 
as  well  as  from  a  conviction  of  the  sin  of  the  in- 
stitution, it  would  h^  removed.  Without  recur- 
ring to  authority,  the  writir>gs,  public  or  private, 
of  the  men  of  that  day,  it  is  sufficient  formy  pur- 
pose to  state  what  the  facts  will  justify  me  ia 
saying,  that  every  man  of  them  who  largely 
shared  in  the  dangers  of  the  revolutionary  strug- 
gle, atld  who  largely  participated  in  the  deliber- 
ations of  the  Convention  Ijy  which  the  Constitu- 
tion was  adopted, earnestly  desired,  not  only  upon 
grounds  of  political  economy,  not  only  upon  rea- 
sons materiaHn  their  character,  but  upon  grounds 
of  morality  and  religion,  that  sooner  or  later  the 
institution  should  terminate.  Its  recognition  in 
the  Constitution,  therefore,  (for  it  is  idle,  as 
I  think,  to  deny  that  it  is  there  recognized,) 
the  authority  given  by  implication  to  a  trade 
which  might  lead  to  its  increase  by  immigration, 
was  not  because  a  large  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  Convention,  and  a  large  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  in  the  mass  favored 
the  institution,  but  because  they  believed  that 
without  provisions  of  that  description  it  would  be 
difficult  to  have  a  Union  iidopted.  Whether  they 
were  right  or  wrong,  it  is  now  useless  to  inquire. 
Judging  by  what  was  occurring  at  the  time,  it  is 
possible,  and  perhaps  even  more  than  probable, 
that  they  were  right;  but  if  they  made  a  mistake 
as  to  that  fact,  if  the  Union  could  have  been 
adopted  without  the  recognition  of  the  institution 
in  the  Government  which  formed  it,  if  itis  gradual 
extirpation  could  have  been  provided  for,  no  one 
who  is  a  spectator  of  the  scenes  around  us  will 
now  fail  to  regret  that  it  had  not  been  done. 

The  opinion  that  I  have,  Mr.  President,  (and  I 
only  ask  permission  of  the  Senate  to  recur  to  it, 
not  because  it  can  have  any  influence  except  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  that  opinion  has  been 
uniform,)  the  opinion  that  I  have  of  it  now  I  have 
entertained  ever  since  I  was  capable  in  my  own 
belief  of  forming  a  judgment  upon  human  rights. 
But  in  the  public  situations  in  which  I  have  been 
placed  heretofore  as  well  as  in  the  one  in  which 
1  now  stand,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  recog- 
nize the  binding  and  paramount  authority  of  the 
Constitution,  to  yield  my  moral  convictions  to  the 
obligation  of  that  instrument,  and  not  to  esteem 
myself  as  excusable  or  justified  in  construing  it 
by  any  views  of  morality  which  I  mightentertain, 
or  in  construing  out  of  it  any  provisions  that 
might  be  found  in  it  inconsistent  with  such  views. 
I  have  therefore. in  the  past  when  the  subject  has 
been  before  me  for  official  action  steadily  main- 
tained to  the  extent  of  whatever  ability  I  might 
possess  the  binding  authority  of  that  instrument; 
and  in  what  I  am  about  to  urge  now  in  support 
of  the  measure  which  is  upon  your  table,  I  am 
not  departing  from  the  conviction  that  that  au- 
thority should  be  implicitly  acquiesced  in.  I 
am  about  appealing  to  the  authority  of  the  Consti- 
tution itself  as  a  justification  for  the  vote  which  I 
shall  give  upon  this  measure. 

A  word  or  two  further  by  way  of  preliminary 
remark.  My  honorable  friend  who  now  presides 
over  the  body  (Mr.  Clark  in  the  chair)  thought 
proper,  and  with  it  I  find  no  fault,  to  charge 
nearly  all  the  calamities  which  the  nation  has 
sustained  in  the  past,  whatever  these  may  have 
been, upon  thisinstitution.  However,  in  myjudg- 
ment,  the  present  war  might  have  been  avoided 
by  a  different  course  of  public  policy  and  of  pop- 
ular sentiment  from  that  which  has  prevailed,  and 
however  satisfied  I  may  be  or  am  that  at  least  dur- 
ing our  times,  the  existence  of  the  present  gener- 
ation, it  might  have  been  avoided  if  a  different 
policy  had  been  adopted,  I  am  satisfied  now,  and 
I  wassalisfied  throughoutall  thecoiitestsin  which 
that  question  has  been  presented,  that  sooner  or 
later  the  presentcondition  of  things  was  inevitable 
or  something  nearly  like  that.  If  there  be  jus- 
tice in  God's  providence,  if  we  are  at  liberty  to 
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suppose  tlint  He  will  abandon  man  and  his  rights 
to  their  own  fate,  and  suffer  their  destiny  to  be 
worked  out  by  their  own  means  and  with  their 
own  liglits,  I  never  doubted  that  the  day  must 
come  when  human  slavery  would  be  exterminated 
by  a  convulsive  effort  on  the  part  of  the  bonds- 
men, unless  that  other  and  better  reason  and  in- 
fluence which  might  bring  itabout  should  be  suc- 
cessful— the  miki  though  powerful  influences  of 
that  higher  and  elevated  morality  which  the 
Ciirisiian  religion  leaches.  I  concurred  and  con- 
cur still  in  the  judgment  of  the  great  apostle  of 
American  liberty,  the  author  of  that  Declaration 
which  is  to  live  through  all  time  as  the  Magna 
Charta  of  human  rights,  that  in  a  contest  between 
the  slave  to  throw  off  his  thralldom  and  the  master 
who  holds  him  to  it,  the  God  of  justice  could 
take  no  part  in  favor  of  the  latter.  And  as  I  have 
said  to  the  Senate  already,  and  alluded  to  it  on  a 
former  occasion,  my  opinion  upon  the  institution 
is  not  now  for  the  first  time  announced.     * 

I  participated  in  a  debate  in  this  body  in  1847, 
when  Mr.  Calhoun  was  one  of  its  leadingepirits, 
a  man  of  almost  unparalleled  ability,  weakened, 
if  weakened  at  all  in  its  actual  exercise,  only  by 
its  aculeness.  He  tried  to  satisfy  the  Senate,  as 
I  have  no  doubt  he  had  satisfied  himself  by  iiis 
own  sophistry,  that  republican  freedom  and  hu- 
man African  slavery  could  only  exist  together, 
and  he  proclaimed  his  devotion  to  the  Union  and 
to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  upon  the 
ground  that  those  principles  recognized  the  ex- 
istence of  human  slavery,  and  by  its  recognition 
enabled  republican  Government  to  stand.  In  re- 
plying to  that  truly  great  man — and  in  all  the 
relations  of  life,  at  least  in  all  the  relations  of  pri- 
vate life,  most  excellent  man — I  expressed  views 
which,  with  the  permission  of  the  Senate,  I  will 
now  read.  Having  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
denied  the  authority  of  Congress  to  annex  to  a 
territorial  bill  what  was  called  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso,andj  under  the  then  condition  of  the  country, 
if  the  authority  existed,  the  expediency  of  an- 
nexing it,  (from  which  it  might  have  been  in- 
ferred, if  I  iiad  stopped  there,  that  I  concurred  in 
the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator,  and  that  I 
was  one  of  the  southern  men  who,  departing  from 
the  teachings  of  their  fathers,  had  become  a  con- 
'  vert  to  the  institution  itself  as  one  not  only  war- 
ranted morally  but  guarantied  almost  as  a  reli- 
gious institution,)  I  said: 

"  Having  expressed  this  opinion,  It  is  due  to  mjjself,  and 
to  convictions  long  and  unalterably  fixed,  to  state  the  opin- 
ion I  entertain  upon  the  institution  of  slavery  itself.  I  liave 
no  opinion  which  I  wish  to  conceal  upon  any  question, 
whether  it  arises  prematurely  or  not,  if  it  does  arise.  I  be- 
lieve, and  liave  ever  believed  since  I  was  capable  of  thought, 
that  it  is  a  great  affliction  to  any  country  where  it  prevails  ; 
and,  so  believing,  I  can  never  vote  for  any  measure  calcu- 
lated to  enlarge  its  area,  or  to  render  more  permanent  its 
duration.  In  some  latitudes,  and  for  some  agricultural 
staples,  slave  labor  may  be,  to  the  master,  the  most  valua- 
ble species  of  labor,  though  this  I  greatly  doubt.  In  others, 
and  particularly  in  iny  own  .State,  I  am  convinced  that  it 
Is  the  very  dearest  species  of  labor;  and  in  all,  as  far  as 
national  wealth  and  power  and  happiness  are  concerned, 
I  am  persuaded  it  admits  of  no  comparison  with. the  labor 
of  freemen  ;  and,  above  all,  disguise  it  as  we  may,  if  the 
laws  of  population  shall  not  be  changed  by  Providence, 
or  man's  nature  shall  not  be  changed,  it  is  an  institution, 
fooner  or  later,  pregnant  with  fearlul  peril.  It  is  nnneccs- 
Bary  and  would  be  improper  to  enlarge  on  such  a  topi«k  In 
my  own  State,  sir,  I  am  satisfied  that,  but  for  the  move- 
men's  of  political  abolitionists,  slavery  would  scarcely  now 
have  existed.  The  current  of  public  opinion  was  all  set- 
ting toward  its  gradual  extinction.  Laws  were  passed  to 
encourage  and  facilitate  manumission,  but  these  n)ovc- 
'nienta  liavc  changed  this  opinion,  and  caused  laws  to  be 
modified,  almost  to  the  prohibition  of  freedom. 

"  The  opinion  1  hold  upon  this  institution  Is  not  now  for  the 
first  time  formed  or  expressed  by  a  southern  man.  'I'lie  liis- 
tory  ofourcouiitry  proves  this.  At  the  period  of  the  Oeclara- 
tionof  our  Indrpcndencc— at  the  period  of  the  adoption  of 
tile  Constitution— there  was  but  one  sentimentiipon  the  sub- 
ject among  enlightened  southern  statesmen.  What  I  have 
said  was,  on  every  proper  occasion,  more  forcibly  said  by 
them,  and,  as  foremost  among  them,  by  Mr.  Jefler.'Jon  and 
Mr.  Madison,  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  their  opinion  was  ever 
unclianged.  I  do  most  earnestly  hope,  therefore,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  if  the  South  is  laftto  it«elf— -if  the  North  does  not 
Interfere  Willi  us — before  a  century  shall  have  passed,  sla- 
very wllleeaae  to  exist  by  gradual  and  peaceful  cmancl])a- 
tion,  and  as  Its  consequence,  by  increasing,  instead  of  dl- 
mlnitihliig,  iho  wealth  and  power  of  the  Slates  where  it 
nowpri;vailB. 

"After  having  said  this  much,  it  Is  hardly  nccfi.-isary  to 
sty  that  I  differ  with  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  as  to  the  conservative  Influence  of  slavery  upon 
our  free  political  instllulloim.  I  do  not  imid  with  liim  that 
they  depend  In  any  degree  upon  the  existence  of  slavery. 
If  I  did.l  should  value  thom  lirfinltely  lesH  than  I  do.  In 
my  judgment,  they  rest  upon  the  virtue  and  intelllgonee  of 
the  people,  and  have  iheir  lirmeHt  support  In  Ihc  blessings 
which  they  impart."— Con;{re««ono<  GU>l>t,Ttventu-Ninth 
Control,  iecond$cmon,  I}.  654. 


With  these  impressions,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
called  upon  to  decide- for  myself  what  is  best  to 
be  done  to  get  rid  of  an  institution  so  pregnaYit 
with  mischief,  so  full  of  peril.  I  shall  not  stop 
to  inquire,  as  I  intimated  just  now,  whether  it  has 
produced  the  war  or  not.  One  thing,  in  niy  judg- 
ment, is  perfi'Ctly  clear,  now  that  that  war  is  upon 
us,  that  a  prosperous  and  permanent  peace  can 
never  be  secured  if  the  institution  is  permitted  to 
survive;  and  will  it  notsurvive  unless  a  measure 
like  that  upon  your  table  shall  receive  the  sanc- 
tion which  the  Constitution  requires .'  That  brings 
me  to  inquire  into  ihe  legality  and  the  effect  of  the 
other  means  by  which  it  is  proi>osed  to  get  rid  of  it. 

The  honorable  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sher- 
man,] if  I  understood  him  correctly,  in  the  speech 
made  some  weeks  since  to  which  we  all  listened 
with  so  much  pleasure,  and  for  myself  with  so 
much  instruction,  seemed  to  consider  itas  within 
tlie  power  of  Congress  by  virtue  of  its  legislative 
authority.  There  are  many  well-judging  men, 
with  the  President  at  their  head,  who  seem  to 
suppose  that  it  is  within  the  reach  of  the  Exec- 
utive; while,  on  the  contrary,  there  are  some 
among  us  who  express  the  opinion  that  it  is  not 
within  the  scope  of  either  executive  or  legislative 
authority  or  of  constitutional  amendment.  In  my 
judgment,  it  can  only  be  effected  in  the  latter 
mode;  but  before  I  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  questions  which  belong  to  that  particular 
inquiry,  I  will  address  myself  to  the  other  two 
ways  by  which  it  is  maintained  by  some  that  the 
end  may  be  accoinplished. 

First,  can  it  be  accomplished  by  the  President  ? 
He  does  not  claim  for  himself-r— he  has  not  gone 
to  that  extent — the  authority  to  abolish  slavery 
except  as  an  incident  of  the  military  power  with 
which  in  the  state  of  civil  war  in  which  we  are 
engaged  he  is  vested  as  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Army.  He  maintains  that  it  is  a  power  in- 
cident to  that  command;  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Ohio  (for  the  remark  is  equally  applica- 
ble to  this  ground  of  power  as  well  as  to  the  le- 
gislative ground  of  power)  takes  apparently  the 
same  view.  He  told  us — and  in  the  statement  he 
was  partly  correct,  but  for  his  purpose,  as  I  think, 
substantially  wrong — that  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  at  the  last  term  had  decided  that 
there  existed  between  the  seceding  States  and  the 
United  States  a  condition  of  war  wliich  gave  to 
the  United  States  and  the  seceding  States  as  against 
each  other  all  the  belligerent  rights  which  be- 
longed to  a  state  of  war  existing  internationally. 

I  think  I  speak  it  advisedly  when  I  state  that 
the  Supreme  Court,  whatever  may  have  been  their 
language,  designed  laying  down  no  such  propo- 
sition. They  asserted,  what  cannot  be  denied, 
because  your  own  legislation  had  recognized  its 
existence,  and  because  the  fact,  independent  of 
that  recognition,  was  apparent,  ihata  state  of  war 
did  exist;  that  the  insurrection,  however  it  might, 
in  the  first  instance,  have  been  arrested  by  means 
of  the  mere  civil  power  of  the  Government,  had 
culminated  to  a  point  which  placed  it  beyond  the 
reach  of  that  power,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  any 
oiher  power  but  the  power  of  war  with  which  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  clothed ;  but  in 
so  saying  they  only  meailt  for  the  purpose  of  the 
particular  cases  which  were  before  them, and  in  re- 
gard to  the  particular  questions  presented  by  those 
cases,  to  rely  upon  the  belligerent  rights  growing 
out  of  that  condition  of  things  in  order  tojustify  the 
conclusion  to  which  they  came,  that  goods  cap- 
tured upon  the  high  seas  abroad  from  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  seceded  States  were  to-be  considered 
as  prize  of  war  and  to  be  determined  by  the  prin- 
ciples applicable  to  prize  law  as  known  to  the  law 
of  nations.  But  in  so  saying,  and  in  meeting  the 
objection  that  although  in  one  sense  it  was  a  war, 
yet  in  another  sense  it  was  a  mere  rebellion  in 
which  each  one  of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  se- 
ceded Slates  was  committing  from  day  to  day,  and 
as  often  as  he  denied  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  and%ttempted  to  maintain  his  denial  by 
force  of  arms,  treason,  they  said  that  these  par- 
lies were  not  the  less  to  be  considered  as  enemies 
because  they  were  traitors. 

The  Supreme  Court  never  pretended  and  never 
intimatt^d,  us  I  read  their  o[)inion,  that  the  exist- 
ence of  that  belligerent  relation  terminated  all  the 
civil  obligations  which  the  citizena  of  the  aeceded 
Slates  were  under  to  ihe  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slatt's;  but,  on  the  contrary,  announced  it  au 
the  inevitable  inference  from  the  atatemeut  which 


I  have  just  made,  that  in  their  view  they  were 
enemies  although  traitors;  that  although  they 
were  enemies,  they  were  not  less  so  because  they 
were  traitors;  that  in  point  of  fact,  as  the  parties 
then  stood,  there  was  due  from  each  one  of  the  citi- 
zens or  inhabitants  of  the  seceded  States  an  alle- 
giance and  an  obligation  to  fulfill  it,  and  of  course 
to  observe  the  laws  and  yield  to  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  which, at  the  end  of  the  war, 
if  that  end  should  be  so  successful  as  to  reinsiate 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  authority, 
might  proceed  against  them  under  the  laws  of  the 
land  as  traitors,  and  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  defined  the  crime  of  treason. 

It  would  be  monstrous,  Mr.  President,  as  1 
think,  if  it  were  otherwise.  There  are  now — I 
think  the  number  has  been  lessened,  and  it  is 
due  to  truth, as  I  think,  so  to  state,  by  the  policy 
which  has  been  adopted  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war — but  there  are  now  in  the  rebellious  States 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  citizens  just  as  de- 
voted to  the  Union  as  any  member  of  the  Senate, 
and  just  as  anxious  to  see  its  aulhority  restored 
as  any  member  of  this  body.  These  are  entiiledj 
therefore,  to  the  protection  of  the  Government. 
Their  obedience  in  point  of  fact  and  their  osten- 
sible obedience  to  the  eye  to  the  power  which  ia 
around  them,  in  itself  a  Government  de  facto,  is 
an  obedience  which  they  have  no  power  to  resist, 
and  upon  the  well-established  principles  of  the 
laws  of  nations  is  an  obedience  in  which  there  ia 
no  crime. 

All  that  the  Executive  can  do  as  the  head  of  the 
military  in  this  war  is  to  be  derived,  and  to  be 
derived  exclusively,  from  what  is  called  the  war 
power.  The  bringing  into  existence  that  powor 
practically  is  a  matter  for  Congress.  The  Pres- 
ident may,  in  the  absence  of  an  act  of  Congress 
declaring  war,  wage  a  war  of  self-defense;  may 
receive  war  tendered  by  another  nation  before 
Congress  shall  recognize  it.  That  was  done  in 
the  case  of  the  Mexican  war.  All  that  Congress 
did  by  the  act  which  ihey  passed  in  1846,  after 
the  first  battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  was  to  recite,  in  the  act  of  Congress  which 
provided  for  the  increase  of  the  Army,  and  ap- 
propriated a  sum  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  the 
existence  as  a  fact  of  the  war  brought  al)out  by 
the  action  of  Mexico.  The  war  power,  there- 
fore, is  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  sub- 
ject to  their  control,  and  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  consequent  upon  the  ex- 
istence of  a  war  in  point  of  fact,  as  a  power  derived 
from  his  rightajid  constitutional  authority  to  com- 
mand the  armies  of  the  United  States,  as  far  as  a 
question  of  this  description  is  concerned,  is  a 
power  limited  from  day  to  day  by  the  progress 
which  the  war  may  make. 

If  it  be  true — and  I  shall  not  stop  to  incjuire — 
that  it  is  a  legal  exercise  of  a  belligerent  right  to 
manumit  the  slaves  of  the  enemy,  one  thing  is  per- 
fectly certain  as  a  proposition  equally  applicable 
to  a  civil  war,  which  in  this  aspect,  with  reference 
to  the  power  which  it  confers  on  the  President, 
stands  precisely  in  the  condition  in  which  his 
power  stands  in  the  case  of  an  international  war, 
that  he  has  no  practical  power  to  effect  the  man- 
umission of  slaves  belonging  to  the  enemy  where 
he  has  not  the  physical  power  to  attain  that  re- 
sult. To  proclaim  freedom  in  Washington,  or  to 
proclaim  it  upon  the  confines  of  loyal  territory 
before  your  armies  have  marched  at  all  toward 
the  subjection  of  the  rebellion,  toward  the  con- 
auest  of  the  foe,  of  itself  operates  nothing.  The 
President  never  uttered  a  truth  more  absolutely 
sound  than  when  he  stated  that  a  proclamation  of 
manumission  or  of  freedom  could  have  just  as 
much  effect  upon  the  slaves  of  the  enemy  as  a 
popish  bull  would  have  upon  the  course  of  a  comet. 
All,  therefore,  in  my  view,  that  can  be  accom- 
plished by  means  of  presidential  power  derived 
from  his  being  by  the  Constitution  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Slates  in  this 
war  is,  that  if  he  can  get  the  slave  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Union  he  can  manumit  him. 

Slaves  are  property  in  one  sense.  No  one,  I 
think,  can  deny  that.  That  is  to  say,  by  the  laws 
of  the  Stales  where  the  institution  exists  they  are 
property;  and«vilh  reference  to  such  laws  there  is 
no  distinction  at  all  between  that  species  of  prop- 
erty and  any  other  species  of  chattel  property. 
Everything  ihat  can  be  done  in  regard  to  every 
other  species  of  property  can  be  done  in  regard  to 
this.   Thai  being  the  case,  if  the  Picsidentof  the 
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United  Statea,  by  proclamation,  can,  by  force  of 
that  proclamation  alone,  strike  the  chains  from 
the  limbs  of  these  poor  bondmen,  take  from  the 
parties  who  are  entitled  to  hold  them  the  property 
which  by  the  laws  of  the  States  they  have  in 
them,  he  can,  by  proclamation  operating ;propna 
vigore,  take  any  other  species  of  property  and  ap- 
propriate it  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  without 
going  within  the  limits  of  the  rebellious  States. 
Nobody,.!  suppose,  will  contend  that  that  can  be 
done. 

In  my  view,  therefore,  it  is  just  as  futile,  just 
as  idle  to  seek  to  emancipate  the  slaves  in  the  se- 
ceding States  by  means  of  a  proclamation  with 
which  the  armies  of  the  United  States  do  not  march 
from  day  to  day,  and  practically  execute  by  get- 
ting possession  and  control  of  the  slaves,  as  it 
would  be,  futile  and  idle,  if,  by  a  proclamation, 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  was  to  declare 
that  all  the  soldiers  in  arms  against  the  United 
States  should  be  considered  as  captives.  What- 
ever authority,  therefore,  may  be  the  result  of  the 
war  power  with  which  the  President  is  clothed,  it 
is  an  authority  limited  by  the  actual  physical  war 
power  which  he  is  exercising  under  the  authority 
of  the  war  power.  • 

If  these  slaves  come  to  the  standard  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  if  that  standard  is  carried  within 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  foe  and  the  slaves  are 
there  within  its  control,  discharged  actually  from 
the  domination  of  their  masters,  the  proclamation 
which  declares  them  free  may,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  will,  ha^»e  that  effect.  But  just  as  sure 
as  anything  in  the  future  can  be  said  to  be  sure, 
is  it,  in  my  judgment,  that  if  the  war  was  to  term- 
inate to-day,orwhenever  it  shall  terminate,  with- 
out aiiy  provision  being  made  for  the  condition  of 
the  sla'ves  who  have  not  come  within  the  actual 
control  of  the  military  authority  of  the  United 
States,  they  will  be  decided  by  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  to  be  staves  still. 

It  is  evident  that  the  tendency  of  the  Presi- 
dent's own  mind  led  to  that  result.  In  his  proc- 
lamation of  amnesty  he  says,  I  do  not  mean  by 
the  terms  which  1  offer  to  you  of  the  rebellious 
States  to  announce  for  myself  that  your  slaves 
have  been  emancipated  by  force  of  any  procla- 
mation which  I  may  have  issued;I  think  that  that 
will  be  the  result;  I  think  the  proclamation  may 
have  an  effect  coextensive  with  your  entire  ter- 
ritory; that  every  slave  within  the  limits  of  the 
seceding  Slates,  whether  they  have  actually  come 
or  may  come  within  the  authority  of  the  United 
Stales  or  not,  will  be,  by  force  of  that  proclama- 
tion, made  a  free  man;  but  when  I  offer  to  you  an 
amnesty,  coupled  with  the  condition  that  you  are 
to  support  not  only  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
Constitution  by  Congress,  but  that  you  are  to 
support  any  proclamations  that  may  have  been 
or  may  hereafter  be  issued  by  the  Executive  from 
time  to  time,  I  am  willing  that  you  shall  take  that 
oath  subject  to  the  right  of  having  that  question 
decided  judicially  in  the  future.  He,  therefore, 
by  the  very  terms  of  his  amnesty  evidently  con- 
sidered that  it  will  be  a  question  not  decided  if 
these  rebels  shall  return,  will  be  open  for  contest; 
that  he  is  willing,  and  he  invokes  them  to  come 
to  the  same  mode  of  having  the  question  decided 
finally,  that  it  shall  be  decided  as  a  judicial  ques- 
tion by  the  courts  who  may  have  jurisdiction 
oyer  it  in  the  future.  In  that,  I  think,  he  was 
right.  In  the  belief  that  the  courts  will  so  decide 
in  the  future,  I  think  he  is  wrong  with  reference 
to  that  class  of  slaves  who,  if  the  war  was  to 
terminate  to-day,  will,  in  my  judgment, -be  en- 
tirely unaffected  by  the  proclamation  and  still  as 
much  slaves  under  the  Constitution  as  they  were 
slaves  before  the  rebellion  was  instituted. 

Mr.  President,  if  I  am  right  in  thinking  that 
the  object  cannot  be  attained  by  means  of  the 
presidential  war  power 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Willmy  friend  allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question.'  I  do  it  simply  because  I 
wish  to  have  liis  answer  for  my  own  information. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  What  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  proclamation,  in  his  judgment,  upori  a  ter- 
ritory not  in  the  pos.session  of  the  Government  or 
of  our  Army  at  the  time  the  proclamation  was  is- 
sued, but  which, after  that  time,  should  come  into 
our  j)ossessi()n,so  that  the  slaves  within  that  ter- 
ritory would  be  under  the  immediate  control  of 
the  GovernmetJ^t  or  the  Avtnyt 


Mr.  JOHNSON.  A  Territory  not  a  Stale  at 
the  time.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  am  speaking  of  terri- 
tory generally';  a  portion  of  the  country,  part  of 
a  State,  if  you  please,  which  comes  into  our  mil- 
itary possession  after  the  issuing  of  the  procla- 
mation. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  What  I  intended  to  say  (and 
I  am  glad  that  my  honorable  friend  has  put  his 
inquiry  to  me)  Was,  that  in  my  view — and  I  state 
it  with  all  the  deference  for  the  opinion  of  others 
which -I  sincerely  entertain — if  the  rebellion  was 
terminated  to-morrow,  and  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  was  reinstated  in  every  one  of  the 
Stales  now  in  rebellion,  the  proclamation  would 
have  no  influence  at  all  upon  the  status  of  those 
bondsmen  who  were  not  brought  antecedently 
under  the  influence  and  control  of  the  inilitaVy 
power. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Antecedently  to  the  proc- 
lamation .' 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Antecedently  to  the  procla- 
mation.   -I  am  speaking  of  the  proclamation. 

Now,  a  word  or  two  only  in  reply  to  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Ohio,  [Mrr  Sherman.]  He 
seems  to  think  the  object  can  be  accomplished  by 
means  of  the  legislative  war  power,  so  to  term  it. 
In  my  judgment  the  difliculties 

Mr.  li'ESSENDEN.  Did  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator understand  me.'  I  wish  to  know  whether  I 
understand  him.  Suppose,  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion, that  before  the  rebellion  ended  we  should 
overrun  the  State  of  Georgia  and  that  State  should 
be  within  our  military  possession,  so  that  every 
slave  was  in  our  possession,  would  those  slaves 
be  free  in  consequence  of  the  proclamation  if 
nothing  further  was  done? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  there  is  a  right  to  eman- 
cipate slaves  as  a  belligerent  right,  upon  which  I 
express  no  opinion.  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  contro- 
versy with  England,  as  I  am  sure  the  honorable 
member  will  recollect — I  have  got  the  State  Pa- 
pers before  me — took  the  broad  ground  that  the 
slate  of  war  did  not  authorize  a  belligerent  to 
emancipate  the  slaves  of  his  enemy.  I  am  not 
here  to  maintain  or  to  deny  the  existence  of  that 
right.  I  rather  incline  to  the  opinion  that  Mr. 
Adams  was  Wrong,  and  that  the  opinion  which 
he  subsequently  expressed  in  a  debate  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  I  think  in  1836,  that 
slavery  might  be  abolished  by  means  of  the  war 
power  in  a  certain  stale  of  things  was  the  better 
opinion.    But  that  is  a  question  full  of  difficulty. 

Mr.  COWAN.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  COWAN.  The  question  decided  by  Mr. 
Adams  was  that,  according  to  the  terms  of  inter- 
national law,  one  belligerent  had  no  right  to  free 
the  slaves  of  another.  That  is  neither  here  nor 
there  as  to  the  question  I  am  about  to  put,  and  it 
is  this:  suppose  that  by  virtue  of  the  paramount 
authority  of  the  United  Slates  requiring  citizens 
of  the  several  States  for  military  service,  she  were 
to  disturb  for  a  time  the  relation  which  existed 
between  the  parent  and  child,  the  master  and  his 
apprentice,  butnotdisturbitlongenough  to  cover 
the  whole  period  of  the  tutelage  or  apprentice- 
ship; what  would  be  the  effect  afterwards  upon  the 
.discharge  of  the  minor  or  the  apprentice  from  mil- 
itary service?  Would  he  fall  back  again  into  his 
natural  place  under  the  master  or  under  the  parent 
as  before?  Is  there  any  authority  in  this  Gov- 
ernment to  prevent  that  return  to  his  original 
status  of  owing  service  either  to  the  master  or  the 
parent? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  the  honorable  member 
from  Pennsylvania  will  excuse  me,  instead  of  an- 
ticipating what  I  propose  to  say  on  that  question, 
I  will  give  an  answer  to  him  when  I  come  to  that 
part  of  the  discussion  to  which  I  suppose  the 
question  properly  belongs. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  one  of  his  dispatches  which  he 
sent  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  on  the 
22d  of  August,  1815,  said,  speaking  of  the  taking 
by  the  British  of  our  slaves  and  discharging  them: 

"  We  considered  tliem  as  deviations  from  tlie  usages  of 
war.  Our  object  was  the  restoration  of  all  property,  in- 
cluding slaves,  wliicti  by  the  usages  of  war  among  civilized 
nations  ought  not  to  liaVe  been  talsen.  Slaves  were  con- 
sidered private  property.  All  private  properly  on  shore 
was  of  that  description.  It  was  entitled  by  llielav^sof  war 
to  exemption  from  capture." 

Mr.  SUMNER.  If  I  can  have  the  attention  of 
the  Senator  for  one  moment  just  on  that  point,  I 


would  remind  him  that  Mr.  Adams  on  at  least 
one  occasion  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
made  the  statement  that  he  wrote  dispatches,  as 
Secretary  of  State,  under  the  direction  of  the  Pres- 
ident,in  which  he  himselfdid  notconcurrin  writing 
them  he  simply  held  the  pen.  He  did  not  say  thai 
that  was  one  of  the  dispatches;  but  he  did  on  an  im- 
portant occasion  make  that  statement;  and,  as  the 
Senator  well  knows,  on  three  different  occasions 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  he  undertook  to 
state  his  own  individual  views  on  that  precise 
question. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  am  aware  of  that,  sir.  I 
do  not  know  that  the  remark  attributed — and  no 
doubt  correctly  attributed — to  Mr.  Adams  had  ap- 
plication to  this  particular  subject.  From  what  I 
had  the  honor  to  know  of  the  character  of  that 
statesman  I  more  than  doubt  Whether  it  had.  If^ 
there  was  any  man  in  this  land  or  in  any  othet' 
land  who  was  devoted  to  human  liberty  more  thafi" 
any  other,  it  was  Mr.  Adams.  ' 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Will  the  honorable  Senator  pei^' 
mit  me  to  ask  him  a  question?  Will  he  give  the 
Senate  the  date  of  that  dispatch  of  Mr.  Adams, 
from  whence  it  was  written,  and  to  whom  it  was 
directed  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  thought  I  did  give  the  date. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  You  did,  but  I  wish  you  would 
give  it  again. 

Mr.  JOHNSON;  It  is  dated  on  the  22d  of  Au- 
gust, 1815. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Where  is  the  dispatch  dated  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  From  London,  where  he  was 
then  minister. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Then  instead  of  being  written 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  it  was  writ- 
ten on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Yes;  but  he  may  have  had 
instructions  from  the  President  about  it,  notwith- 
standing. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  might  have  been  written  iri 
London,  but  it  was  addressed  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  read  very  carefully  the  debate 
to  which  the  Senator  alluded,  in  which  Mr. 
Adams  made  his  declaration.  I  was  present  and 
heard  it.  It  does  not  accord  with  my  recollection 
that  in  relation  to  that  dispatch  Mr.  Adams  made 
the  explanation  to  which  the  Senator  allt^des. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  will  understand 
I  do  not  say  that  he  did  mention  this  dispatch..  He 
said  that  it  had  been  his  fortune  in  public  life  to 
hold  the  pen  in  order  to  state  a  case  in  which  he 
did  not  concur. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  will  suggest  that  we  all  let  the 
honorable  Senator  fram  Maryland  alone  and  let 
him  finish  his  speech  in  his  own  way,  and  then 
such  gentlemen  as  choose  to  notice  it  can  notice 
it  in  their  way. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  the  Senate  will  acquiesce 
in  the  suggestion  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky 
they  will  personally  oblige  me,  that  is,  that  these 
questions  shall  be  put  after  I  shall  have  concluded 
my  remarks,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  them 
if  I  can,  rather  than  that  they  should  be  inter- 
posed in  the  course  of  my  argument.  To  carry 
on  a  running  fight  with  three  or  four  Senators  on 
the  other  side  is  rather  more  than  I  am  equal  to. 

I  was  about  to  say  that  from  my  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Adams,  independent  of  tjie  testimony  which 
is  certainly  pregnant  with  information  on  the  sub- 
ject to  which  the  Senator  from  KenUicky  refers, 
I  do  not  believe  any  man  in  the  world  could  have 
got  him  to  announce  any  principle  as  a  principle 
of  national  law  that  would  prove  practically 
.injurious  to  human  freedom.  He  not  only  an- 
nounced the  doctrine  for  which  I  refer  to  his  dis- 
patch of  1815,  but  when  the  subject  of  the  obli- 
gation of  England  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to 
pay  for  the  slaves  which  her  navy  had  taken  off 
was  referred  to  the  arbitrament  of  Russia  in  his 
correspondence  as  Secretary  of  Slate  to  our  min- 
ister at  St.  Petersburg  he  took  the  same  ground 
in  even  stronger  ternris;  that  is  to  say,  that  there 
was  no  belligerent  right  to  emancipate  the  slaves 
of  an  enemy. 

My  friend  from  Maine  [Mr.  Fessenuen]  is 
under  the  impression  that  I  did  not  understand 
his  inquiry.  I  did;  and  it  would  be  my  fault  if  I 
did  not,  because  he  always  puts  his  points  so  as 
to  make  ihom  clear  almost  to  the  dullest  compre- 
hension. His  inquiry  was,  supposing  the  proc- 
lamation of  emancipation  to  be  inoperative  upoft 
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such  ol'ilie  Slates  as  were  not  at  ilie  time  wiiliiii 
ihc  military  possession  of  the  United  States,  al- 
though it  is  dated  jxt  a  long  antecedent  period  to 
subsequent  military  possession,  whether,  il"  that 
subsequent  military  possession  is  acquired  wliile 
the  proclamation  remains  unrevoked,  the  procla- 
mation will  not  be  as  operative  upoir4he  slaves 
within  the  territory,  the  possession  of  which  is 
thussubsequenily  acquired,  as  it  would  have  been 
if  it  had  been  in  our  possession  at  the  dale  of  the 
proclamation  ?  It  think  it  will;  but  still,  although 
,1  confess  liie  leaning  of  my  opinion,  after  a  good 
deal  of  reflection,  is  to  the  affirmative  of  the  in- 
quiry, 1  am  not  to  be  understood  as  holding  the 
very  positiveopinion  ihatihatproclamation  would 
be  operative.  My  impiession  is  that  it  would  be. 
I  think  that  the  view  taken  by  Mr.  Adams,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  occasion  ad- 
verted to  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
is  the  sounder  opinion.  I  believe  that  il  is  the 
rightful  exercise  of  a  belligerent- power  to  eman- 
cipate the  slaves  of  the  enemy,  if  we  can  get  pos- 
session of  them,  justas  it  isa  rightful  exercise  of 
a  belligerent  rigiit  to  take  any  other  property  be- 
longing to  the  enemy,  which  may  be  taken  under 
the  civilized  rules  of  modern  warfare,  or  as  it  is 
a  belligerent  right  to  capture  any  other  person  of 
the  enemy. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  a  word  or  two  upon  that 
subject  before  I  leave  it.  I  have  had  occasion 
more  than  once  to  say — and  that  opinion  I  con- 
fidently entertain — that  although  by  the  laws  of 
the  States,  Africans  are  msule  property,  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  they  are,  with 
reference  to  the  war  power  of  the  Government, 
persons,  may  be  used  as  persons,  brought  into  the 
field  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  Government, 
to  which  as  jjcrsons  they  owe  allegiance.  If  they 
are  persons  subject  to  our  military  control,  if  they 
are  persons  adding  to  our  military  power,  they 
are  for  the  same  reasons  persons  uncler  the  mili- 
tary control  of  the  foe,  and  inay  increase  the  mili- 
tary power  of  the  foe;  and  they  are  just  as  much 
■within  the  control  of  the  United  States  as  any  other 
thing  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy  which  may 
be  used  advantageously  by  the  enemy  in  carrying 
on  the  war  against  the  United  States. 

I  was  about  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  sec- 
ond head,  the  legislative  power,  on  which  my 
friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  more  or  less  re- 
lied. It  is  true  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Constitution  is  clothed  with  an  au- 
thority to  declare  war;  and  it  is  maintained  that 
under  the  authority  to  declare  war  slaves  may  be 
emancipated.  That  may  be  true;  but  it  may  not 
be  true  so  as  to  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  the 
measure  upon  your  table.  They  may  be  eman- 
cipated, quo  moi/o?  The  power,  like  whatever 
emancipating  power  the  President  may  be  clothed 
with  under  his  authority  as  Commander-in-Chief 
executing  the  war  power,  is  limited  by  the  prac- 
tical exercise  of  that  war  power.  How  far  do 
your  troops  go?  Against  whom  are  they  fight- 
ing.' My  friend  from  Ohio,  as  I  understood  him, 
seemed  to  suppose — and  that  is  the  view,  I  think, 
of  one  of  the  measures  contet))|)latcd  by  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Massachusetts — that  Con- 
gress can  by  law  not  only  manumit  slaves  in  the 
seceded  Slates,  but  slaves  in  every  State. 

Now,  first,  as  to  the  seceded  States,  how  is  it 
to  be  accomplished  by  legislative  authority  under 
the  war  power,  except  as  subject  precisely  to  the 
same  liiriitation  with  which  it  can  beaccomjilished 
by  the  President' under  the  authority  of  the  same 
power,  that  ()ortioii  of  it  which  by  the  Constitu- 
tion is  intrusted  to  him?  Can  Congress  by  an 
act  of  its  legislation  declare  all  the  slaves  in  the 
seceded  StiUes  free,  and  if  p"ace  is  made  to-mor- 
row and  the  independeiici;  of  those  States  is  rec- 
ognized, will  they  be  fice?  I  suppose  nobody 
wiir  contend  that;  and  yet  if  to  make  tinmi  free  is 
a  pai  I  of  the  legi.slative  power  of  the  Government 
it  operates  at  once;  and  in  jioint  of  law,  should 
there  be  any  tribunal  who  will  decide  upon  the 
principle  of  la  wand  just  ice,  slavery  will  have  been 
ended  in  every  State,  although  we  never  should 
reinstate  the  authority  of  the  United  State.i,  but 
on  the  contrary  the  rebela  should  achieve  their 
independence.  I  supjiose  nobody  will  [iretcnd 
that  that, would  be  the  resultof  a  measure  of  that 
description;  and  if  not,  why  not?  If  iheauthority 
to  emancipate  is  in  the  Constitution  now  and  o|)- 
erates  now,  they  arc  free  the  very  nvnnent  you 
exert  the  ttulUorily.  Power  may  bring  them  back 


to  slavery;  or  rather  power  may  deny  their  (re-n- 
dom;  the  violence  which  brought  their  ancestors 
from  their  native  home  may  be  renewed;  but  in 
the  eye  of  justice,  in  the  judgment  of  every  en- 
lightened tribunal,  if  in  point  of  legal  operation 
a  law  passed  now  operates  of  itself  to  ehiancipatc 
them  all,  although  we  should  terminate  disgrace- 
fully the  war  to-morrow  by  recognizing  the  in- 
dependence ofthose  States,  all  the  slaves  wiiliin  the 
limits  ofthose  States  would  be  free.  If  they  would 
not  be  free — and  I  imagine  my  friend  from  Ohio 
will  admit  that  it  would  not  be  so  in  point  o.f  law, 
as  we  know  it  would  not  be  in  fact — if  they  woultl 
not  be  free  by  the  exercise  of  the  legislative  power 
in  that  mode,  then  there  is  a  limitation  of  that 
power  when  exerted  by  the  Legislature,  as  well 
as  a  limitation  upon  it  when  that  portion  of  it  with 
which  the  Constitution  clothes  the  President  is 
exerted  by  the  President;  and  what  limitation  is 
that?  The  limitation  of  actual  physical  military 
power.  Get  the  slaves  under  the  protection  of 
your  standard,  and  if  you  think  proper  then  is  the 
time,  (and  before  then  you  are  impotent  to  ac- 
complish it,)  make  them  free;  but  until  then  the 
effort  to  accomplish  it  by  the  mere  exercise  of 
legislative  authority,  in  my  judgment  is  just  as 
futile  as  the  effort  to  accomplish  il  by  the  mere 
exercise  of  executive  authority.  ' 

That  is  notall.  In  order  to  gain  the  end  wliich, 
in  common  with  a  majority  of  the  Senate,  1  have 
at  heart,  the  abolition  of  slavery  by  means  of  the 
exercise  of  this  legislative  war  pov^cr,  my  friend 
must  go  a  step  further  and  show  that  it  is  a  power 
which  may  be  exerted  over  the  loyal  as  well  as 
the  disloyal  States.  Will  that  proposition  bear 
examination?  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  we  all  know,  in  a  state  of  jieace  gives 
no  power  to  any  branch  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States 
A  few  wild  men  carried  away  by  some  loose  and 
undefined  notions  of  human  liberty  with  which 
the  Constitution  does  notdeal,  think  that  they  find 
in  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence and  in  the  great  principles  which  were  the 
object  for  establishing  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales,  principles  so  inconsistent  with  hu- 
maiv  slavery  that  the  Constitution  not  only  does 
authorize  the  legislative  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  put  an  end  to  it,  but  makes  that  the 
duty  of  the  Government;  or  rather,  that  it  is  so 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  upon  which  the 
Government  is  foundeu  that  the  judiciary,  if  called 
upon  to  decide,  will  decide  that  there  can  be  no 
human  slavery.  I  will  not  stop  to  examine  that. 
I  assume  what,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  per- 
sons to  whom  I  have  just  alluded,  has  been  the 
universal  opinion — the  opinion  pronounced  by  the 
convention  which  nominated  the  present  incum- 
bent of  the  presidential  chair,  over  and  overagain 
announced  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  announced 
npon  the  floor  of  Congress  by  overwhelming  ma- 
jorities since  this  rebellion  commenced — that  with 
the  existence  of  human  slavery  in  the  States,  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  a  time  of  peace 
has  nothing  whatever  to  do.  If  it  has  not,  and  I 
admit,  for  argument's  sake,  or  as  I  think  is  the 
law,  that  in  time  of  war  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  may  in  a  certain  condition  of  things 
effect  the  object  of  freeing  slaves,  putting  an  end 
to  the  institution  under  the  military  power,  it  can 
only  be  in  those  cases  and  against  those  people 
against  whom  they  have  a  right  to  exert  their 
power.  Because  one  or  more  States  have  seceded 
and  have  carried  their  secession  to  an  extent  that 
they  have  become  belligerents  in  a  certain  sense 
toward  the  United  States,  what  right  have  the,, 
United  Stales,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  which 
Uiey  are  authorized  to  wield  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  down  the  rebellion  and  reinstating  the 
authority  of  the  Government,  to  interfere  with 
the  loyal  Stales  of  Maryland,  or  Kentucky,  or 
Missouri?  Have  thoy  any  right  to  declare  war 
jipon  Maryland,  or  upon  either  of  the  other  States 
that  I  have  named?  Certainly  not;  and  if  so  far 
from  having  the  authority  to  carry  on  war  against 
a  loyal  State,  they  are  carrying  on  the  war  against 
the  disloyal  States  by  means  of  the  power  of  the 
loyal  States,  including  Maryland,  Kentucky,  and 
Missouri,  it  is  a  contradiction  in  terms  that  in  the 
exercise  of  that  war  power  they  can,  as  against 
themselves,  against  the  loyal  States,  exert  an  au- 
thority incident  alone  to  the  war  power,  when  the 
war  power  itself  ia  applicable  niono  to  n  state  of 
war. 


In  my  view,  then,  Mr.  President,  without 
troubling  the  Senate  further  upon  these  two  heads 
of  inquiry,  what  we  seek,  or  what  I  wish  to  have 
done,  slavery  abolished,  cannot  be  done  in  either 
of  those  two  modes.  Then  there  is  another,  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution.  Now  it  is  said 
it  eannot.be  done  in  that  mode.  The  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  D.wis]  if  I  under- 
stood him  correctly, in  the  very  elaborate  speech 
which  he  delivered  upon  the  subject  a  few  days 
since,  full  of  all  the  learning  which  belongs  to  the 
question  and  pregnant  with  a  very  ingenious  ap- 
plication of  that  learning,  seems  to  think  that  there 
is  something  in  the  admitted  sovereignty  of  tho 
States  which  is  inconsistenl  with  the  authority  of 
the  people  of  the  United  Slates  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution so  as  to  trench  at  all  upon  the  existing 
authority  of  the  Slates.  The  honorable  member 
from  Delaware  [Mr.  Saulsbury]  lakes  another 
ground,  and  that  is,  tliat  as  slaves  are  made  prop- 
erty by  the  laws  of  the  Stales,  that  property,  like 
every  other  description  of  property,  is  not  the  sub- 
ject of  Government  interference,  except  as  that 
interference  may  be  necessary  for  its  protection. 
Now,  a  word  or  two  upon  each  objection. 

The  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  is  right 
in  saying  that  in  a  certain  sense  the  States  are 
sovereign;  but  if  he  means  by  that  to  say  that  the 
United  Slates  in  another  sense  are  not  equally 
sovereign,  he  is  mistaken.  The  school  of  which 
Mr.  Calhoun  was  the  head,  and  the  antecedent 
school  by  whose  teachings  he  professed  to  be  gov- 
erned, that  which  had  for  its  he%d  Mr.  Madison, 
seemed  to  have  ffeen  under  the  impression,  and~ 
unfortunately  succeeded  in  inoulcating  it  upon  the 
public  mind  too  strongly  for  the  peace  of  the 
country,  the  safetyand  prosperity  of  his  ow,n  sec- 
tion, that  the  Only  sovereignty  was  that  which 
belonged  to  the  States.  There  never  was  a  greater 
political  heresy.  The  Slates  in  the  first  place 
were  never  disunited.  As  one  they  declared  in- 
dependence. As  one  they  fought  and  conquered 
the  independence  so  declare/J.  As  one,  in  order  to 
make  that  independence  fruitful  of  all  the  bless- 
ings which  they  anticipated  from  it,  they  made  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  Articles 
of  Confederation  suddenly  prefiared  were  found 
during  the  war,  and  for  three  or  four  years  subse- 
quent to  the  war,  to  be  not  only  not  suited  to  the 
purposes  of  the  men  by  whoifi  those  Articles  were 
agreed  upon,  but  to  be  destructive  of  the  very 
purposes  for  which  our  fathers  fought  and  bled 
and  triumphed  in  establishing  their  independence. 
They  met  in  convention,  they  adoptedthe  Consti- 
tution in  convention,  and  recommended  it  not  to 
the  States  in  the  capacity  of  States,  not  to  the 
governments  of  the  States  as  governments,  but  to 
the  people  of  the  States  for  their  adoption;  and 
they  could  have  submitted  it  in  no  other  way. 
Any  other  mode  of  laying  it  before  the  country 
would  have  been  inconsistent  with  the  preamble 
to  the  instrument,  which  states  that  it  is  the  work 
of  the  people  as  contradistinguished  from  the 
States.  How  the  people  were  to  assemble,  where 
they  were  to  assemble,  what  influences  were  to 
govern  them  in  deciding  for  oragainst  the  Consti- 
tution, is  immaterial.  When  they  once  decided 
in  its  favor,  the  people  of  each  State  agreed  as  a 
jieople  with  the  people  of  every  other  State  that 
that  should  be  the  form  of  Government.  They 
consented  in  adopting  the  Constitution  as  a  peo- 
pio  that  the  Constiiuiioii,  if  adopted  by  the  people 
of  nine  Slates,  should  be  the  Constitution  of  the 
people  ofthose  Stales  in  the  aggregate. 

So  said  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
in  the  case  of  McCulloch  vs.  The  State  of  Mary- 
land in  the  opinion  given  by  Mr.  Chief  Justice 
Marshall.  So  said  the  same  court  in  the  opin- 
ion given,  and  it  was  the  unaninuius  opinion,  in 
the  case  of  Booth  vs.  The  United  Stales  by  the 
present  Chief  Justice.  They  both  announced 
as  the  clear  operation  of  the  Constitution  and  as 
a  fact  ever  to  be  borne  in  mind  in  construing  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  thai  it  was  the 
adoption  of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
that  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  ex- 
tentof  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Govern inent 
of  the  United  Slates  and  the  sovereignty  con- 
ferred upon  the  governments  of  theStates  by  the 
people  of  the  Slates  respectively,  was  precisely 
the  same  and  no  more  than  it  would  have  been 
if  they  had  been  framed  and  adopted  at  the  same 
time.  That  ia  to  say,  each  State,  except  so  far 
as  the  people  as  a  people  had  gone  with  other 
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people  in  depriving  themselves  of  the  powers 
with  wliioh  tlioy  were  antecedently  clothed,  had 
no  authority,  as  long  as  that  other  Constitution 
remained,  to  take  any  step  inconsistent  with  the 
powcra  conferred  by  liiat  Constitution;  or,  in  the 
language  of  the  court,  thateacli,  within  the  snliere 
of  the  authority  with  which  it  was  clothed,  was 
supreme.  There  was  no  absolute  sovereignty, 
that  is  to  say,  there  was  no  sp^vereignty  coex- 
tensive with  the  whole  scope  of  political  power 
belonging  to  the  government  of  either;  butjjach 
■was  invested  with  a  portion  of  the  sovereignty 
which  tliepeople  might  create, and  each  therefore' 
within  the  extent  of  the  portion  allowed  it  was  to 
the  extent  of  that  portion  supreme. 

Tliat  being  the  case,  what  is  there  in  the  ob- 
jection suggested  by  the  honorable  member  from 
Kentucky  iliat  the  States  are  sovereign?  The 
answer  to  it  is,  so  is  the  United  States,  and  so 
were  the  people  of  the  United  ^ates  when  they 
adopted  t'lie  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
What  they  have  done  is,  except  in  the  mode 
pointed  out  by  the  Constitution,  ivrevocably  done, 
unless  there  should  occur  a  state  of  things  in  which 
that  other  and  paramount  right,  never  recognized 
by  constilutionsof  government, comes  into  exist- 
ence, the  right  of  vindicating  llie  rights  conferred 
by  the  existing  Government  against  oppression 
and  tyranny — the  right  of  revolution.  There  is  a 
letter — 1  have  it  not  by  me  now — -written  in  1833 
by  Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Webs'??'r,  found  in  the 
first  volume  of  Mr.  Webster's  {^orks,  the  edition 
by  Mr.  Everett,  and  in  the  bio'*i'nf)hy  prefixed  to 
thnt  edition,  which  states,  as  I  think  very  clearly , 
as  he  ever  stated  any  proposition  before  him,  the 
character  of  the  twoGovcrnmenta.  Mr.  Calhoun 
professed  to  follow  the  teachings  of  ITUSand  Mad- 
ison as  at  the  liead  of  the  school  by  whom  the 
doctrines  of  1798  were  taught.  Madison,  how- 
ever, tile  founder  of  the  school,  ^3o  to  speak,  de- 
nounced the  conduct  of  South  Carolina  as  utterly 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  the  school  of 
1798, and  in  theletterto  which  1  nlludecoinpliment- 
ed  Mr.  Webster  upon  hisspcech  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Calhoun,  as  a  triumphant  vindication  of  the  true 
nature  of  the  Government,  and  asdemolishing,  in 
his  judgment,  forever  the  frightful  and  unconsti- 
tutional lieresy  of  nullification  and  secession. 
■  Mr.  President,  if  the  people  of  the  United  States 
when  they  assembled  together  in  their  several 
States  and  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  were  supreme,  then  it  wn»  their  right  and 
nobody  else's  right  to  provide  lipw  long  the  Gov- 
ernment should  last,  wliether  itsliould  be  changed 
at  all,  and  if  changed  how  chang'ed.  Tliey  did 
provide.  They  were  too  wise  not  to  know  m  ad- 
vance that  the  circumstancesofiht'country  might 
change;  the  Constitution  as  it  was  then,  admira- 
bly suited  in  their  judgment  to  the  wants  of  the 
people  as  they  were,  might  prove  inadequate  to 
Its  cherished  end;  and  they  thei-efore  provided 
by  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution  for  the 
amendment  of  the  instrument  itself,  and  placed 
the  whole  instrument  subject  to  the  power  of 
amendment  with  exceptions,  the  exception  as  to 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  until  1808,  and  the 
exception  as  to  the  taxing  and  representative 
clauses;  but  everything  else  was  made  subject 
to  amendment  in  the  way  pointed  out  by  the  ar- 
ticle, and  the  article  ^oes  on  to  declare  that  when 
amended  in  the  mode  so  pointed  out  the  amend- 
ment shall  to  all  intents  and  pur[ioses  bo  a  [jnrtof 
the  Constitution,  and  of  course  be  as  valid  as  if, 
instead  of  coming  into  the  Constitution  hereafter 
by  way  of  amendment,  it  was  incorporated  in  the 
Constitution  itself  as  it  was  originally  adopted. 

Now,  a  word  or  two  in  answer  to  the  honor- 
able member  from  Delaware.  He  says  that  this 
measure  cannot  be  constitutionally  adopted,  be- 
cause the  subject  with  which  it  deals,  if  I  under- 
stand him,  is  not  a  subject  for  political  action. 
That  would  be  singular. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  The  Senator  will  pardon 
me  for  interrupting  him.  He  will  find  no  such 
remark  in  anything  that  I  said  as  that  the  subject 
was  -not  a  subject  of  political  government.  1  ad- 
mit that  it  is  a  very  proper  subject  Air  State  polit- 
ical government;  bull  deny  the  authority  of  three 
fourths  of  the  Stalijs  to  take  action  to  abolish  sla- 
very in  the  remaining  Stales,  or  to  destroy  prop- 
erty, to  say  what  shall  or  what  shall  not  be  prop- 
erty, because  that  does  not  come  within  the  scope, 
purposes,  and  objrcts  that  tiie  framer.s  of  the 
Constitution,  and  tliose  who  formed  the  Union, 


had  in  making  the  Constitution.  That  is  the  posi- 
tion I  have  taken. 

Mr.  JOFINSON.-  I  may  have  expre.ssed  my- 
self inaccurately  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
my  own  understanding  of  what  the  honorable 
member  said;  buti  did  understand  him  precisely 
as  he  lias  stated  now.  He  says  that,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
institution  of  slavery  is  not  within  the  amenda- 
tory clause,  because,  with  reference  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  it  is  not  a  subject 
for  political  interference.  Let  me  ask  the  honor- 
able member,  and  he  can  answer  it  hereafter  if 
he  thinks  proper,  could  human  slavery  have  been 
abolished  iTy  the  Constitution  originally  ?  1  sup- 
pose no  one  will  doubt  that.  If  the  framersof  the 
Constitution  had  put  a  clause  in  it  that  slavery 
should  not  exist,  that  it  should  go  out  of  exist- 
ence at  once,  or  go  out  of  existence  at  any  period 
thereafter,  instantaneously  or  gradually,  would 
anybody  doubt  that  it  would  have  been  legally- 
operative.''  Certainly  not.  If  it  would  have  been 
within  the  power  of  the  people  of  ^ho  United 
States,  acting  precisely  in  the  mode  in  which  they 
acted  in  adopting  the  Constitution  as  itis,  to  have 
provided  by  an  express  article  for  the  termination 
of  human  slavery,  why  is  it  that  it  cannot  be  done 
by  them  now  under  the  clause  which  gives  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  the  authority  to  amend 
the  Constitution?  It  can  only  be,  not  that  human 
slavery  is  not  in  itself  an  object  of  government; 
that  the  honorable  member  admits  not  to  be  the 
case;  it  is  not  because  it  was  not  an  object  ofgov- 
ernment  in  1789;  but  that  it  has  been  taken  en- 
tirely out  of  the  scope  of  governmental  power, 
the  scope  of  the  political  power  of  the  people,  be- 
cause it  was  not  abolished  by  the  Constitution. 
Why,  Mr.  President,  what  says  the  preamble  to 
the  Constitution.' 

Remember,  now  the  question  is,  can  that  insti- 
tution which  deals  with  humanity  as  property, 
which  claims  to  shackle  the  mind,  the  soul,  and 
the  body,  which  brings  to  the  level  of  the  brute 
a  portion  of  the  race  of  man,  cease  to  be  within 
the  reach  of  the  political  power  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  not  because  it  was  not  at  one 
time  within  their  power,  but  because  at  that  time 
they  did  not  exert  the  power?  What  says  the 
preamble?  How  pregnant  with  a  conclusive,  an- 
swer is  the  preamble  to  the  proposition  that  sla- 
very cannot  be  abolished  !  What  does  that  pre- 
amble state  to  have  been  the  chief  objects  that  the 
great  and  wise  and  good  men  had  atlicart  in  rec- 
ommending the  Constitution  with  that  preamble 
to  tlie  adoption  of  the  American  people?  That  jus- 
tice might  be  established;  that  tranquillity  might 
be  preserved;  that  the  common  defense  and  gen- 
eral welfare  might  be  maintained;  and,  last  and 
chief  of  all,  that  liberty  might  be  secured.  Is 
tlie're  no  justice  in  putting  an  end  to  human  sla- 
very? Is  there  no  danger  to  the  tranquillity  of 
the  country  in  its  existence?  May  it  not  inter- 
fere with  the  common  defense  and  general  wel- 
fare? And,  above  all,  is  it  consistent  with  any 
notion  which  the  mind  of  man  can  conceive  of 
human  liberty?  The  very  clause  under  which 
we  seek  to  put  an  end  to  the  institution,  the  amend- 
atory clause,  may  have  been  and  in  all  probability 
was  inserted  ihto  the  instrument  from  a  convic- 
tion that  the  time  would  come  when  justice  would 
call  so  loudly  Tor  the  extinction  of  the  institu- 
tion that  her  call  could  not  be  disobeyed,  when 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  land  would  de- 
mand in  tliunder  tones  tlie  destruction  of  the  in- 
stitution as  inconsistent  with  such  peace  and  tran- 
quillity; and  when  the  sentiment  of  the  world 
would  become  shocked  with  the  existence  of  a 
condition  of  things  in  the  only  free  Government 
upon  the  face  of  the  globe  as  faras  the  white  man 
is  concerned, and  founded  upon  principles  utterly 
inconsistent  with  any  other  form  of  government 
than  aGovcrnment  which  secures  freedom — when 
the  sentiment  of  the  world  would  bo  shocked  by 
the  continuing  existence  of  human  bondage  and 
we  should  become  the  scoff  and  scorn  of  Cliris- 
tendom. 

I  am  not  to  be  told,  Mr.  President,  that  our 
fathers  looked  to  this  race  merely  because  they 
differed  in  color  from  ourselves  as  not  entitled  to 
the  rights  which  for  themselves  they  declared  to 
be  inalienable.  There  was  not  one  of  them,  from 
the  most  humble,  intellectually  and  morally — if 
there  were  tmy  humble  in  that  great  body  wliich 
formed  the  Convention  that  recommendexl  the  Con- 


stitution of  the  United  SteRes  to  the  adoption  of 
the  American  people — who  would  not  liave  been 
shocked  if  he  had  been  told  that  there  was  a  right 
to  make  a  slave  of  any  human  being.  The  ad- 
vocates of  slavery  now  in  our  midst — I  do  not 
mean  here,  but  in  the  Soutli  and  in  some  of  the 
pulpits  at  the  North — say  that  slavery  of  the  black 
race  is  of  divine  origin.  Scriptural  authority  for 
its  existence  and  its  perpetual  existence  from  time 
to  time,  till, as  I  think,  the  moral  mind  has  become 
nauseated  by  the  declaration,  has  been  vouched 
for  its  sanctity  and  its  perpetual  existence.  The 
Saviour  of  mankind  did  not  put  an  end  to  it  by 
physical  power  or  by  the  declaration  of  any  ex- 
isting illegality  in  word.  His  mission  upon  earth 
was  not  to  propagate  His  doctrines  by  force.  He 
came  to  save,  not  to  conquer.  His  purpose  was 
not  to  march  armed  legions  throughout  liie  hab- 
itable globe,  securing  the  allegiance  of  those  for 
whose  safety  He  was  striving.  He  warred  by 
other  influences.  He  aimed  at  the  heart  princi- 
pally. He  inculcated  his  doctrines,  more  enno- 
bling, than  any  that  the  \vorld,  enlightened  as  the 
world  was  before  His  advent  upon  earth,  had  been 
able  to  discover.  He  taught  to  man  the  obliga- 
tion of  brotherhood.  He  announced  that  the  true 
duty  of  man  was  to  do  to  others  as  he  would  have 
others  do  to  him,  to  all  men  the  world  over;  and 
unless  some  convert  to  the  modern  doctrine  that 
slavery  itself  finds  not  only  a  guarantee  for  its 
existence  but  for  its  legal  existence  in  the  Scrip- 
ture, excepts  out  of  tlie  operation  of  the  influ- 
ences which- His  morality  brought  to  bear  on  the 
mind  of  the  Christian  world  the  black  man,  and 
shows  that  it  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  black 
men,  then  it  is  not  true,  it  cannot  be  true,  that  He 
designed  His  doctrine  not  to  be  equally  applica- 
ble to  the  black  and  to  the  white,  to  the  race  of 
man  as  he  then  existed,  or  as  he  might  exist  in 
all  after-time. 

Is  it  to  be  supposed,  because  of  the  present  con- 
dition of  this  degraded  population,  that  they  are 
not  proper  subjects  for  the  enjoyment  of  human 
freedom  ?  Are  they  by  nature, and  in  spite  of  what- 
ever education  tyranny  may  havelcftthem,so  men- 
tally and  morally  deficient  that  they  do  not  know 
what  are  the  blessings  of  iiuman  freedom  ?  What 
do  we  see?  Wherever  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
the  symbol  of  human  liberty,  now  goes,  under  it 
from  their  hereditary  bondage  are  to  be  found 
men,  women ,  and  children  assembling  and  craving 
its  protection.  Is  it  because  they  expect  greater 
physical  comfort,  and  that  they  obtain  it?  The 
mere  physical  condition  of  the  man,  in  many  cases, 
while  under  the  control  of  a  master,  was  better 
than  that  which  he  received  after  coming  under 
the  protection  of  our  flag;  but  in  the  one  the  iron 
of  oppression  had  pierced  his  soul,  and  in  tlie 
other  he^is  gladdened  by  the  light  of  liberty.  It 
is  idle  to  deny,  we  feel  it  in  our  own  persons,  how 
with  reference  to  that  sentiment  all  men  are  breth- 
ren. Look  to  the  illustrations  which  the  times 
now  afford,  how  in  the  illustration  of  that  senti- 
ment do  we  differ  from  the  black  man?  He  is 
willing  to  incur  every  personal  danger  which 
promises  to  result  in  throwing  down  his  shackles 
and  making  him  tread  the  earth  which  God  has 
created  for  all  as  a  man  and  notas  a  slave.  It  is 
an  instinct  of  the  soul.  Tyranny  may  oppress  it 
for  ages  and  centuries;  the  pall  of  despotism  may 
hang  over  it;  but  the  sentiment  is  ever  there;  it 
kindles  into  a  flame  in  the  very  furnace  of  afilic- 
tion,  and  it  avails  itself  of  the  first  opportunity 
that  offers  |iromising  the  least  ch'ance  of  escape, 
and  wades  through  blood  and  slaughter  to  achieve 
it,  and  whether  it  succeeds  or  fails  demonstrates, 
vindicates  in  the  very  effort  the  inextinguishable 
right  to  liberty. 

Then,  Mr.  President,  if,  as  all  men,  I  tliink, 
must  admit,  who  permit  themselves  to  consider 
the  question  fairly,  allprejudiceapart,  that  slavery 
is  a  sin,  is  a  wrong,  cries  for  redress,  should  be 
redressed,  the  only  practical  difliculty  which 
stands  in  our  way^in  my  judgment,  is,  can  it  be 
done  without  introducing  worse  evils  than  will 
result  from  its  presentcontinuance?  In  my  judg- 
ment the  continuance  of  the  right  and  authority 
of  this  Union  and  Government,  administrated 
upon  the  principles  to  be  found  incorporated  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  much 
more  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  human  race, 
and  to  our  own  portion  of  the  human  race,  than 
is  the  continuation  of  slavery.  Can  the  two  go 
on  together  now  ?  . 
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There  was  f\  time  when  I  believed  tliat  for  ages 
and  ngpR  tliey  might  go  on,  that  the  abolition  of 
the  institution  would' bo  the  I'csult  of  peaceful 
Causes,  influences,  thougli  silent,  persuasive;  but, 
as  1  think,  owing  to  misjudging  philanthropy  in 
one  section,  and  to  a  traitorous  purpose  in  an- 
other, that  time,  in  my  view,  has  passed.  Let 
the  institution  be  abolished,  and  the  subject  is 
taken  from  the  political  controversies  of  the  day 
on  which  and  in  relation  to  which  alone  the  south- 
ern people  can  be  excited  to  madness  by  the 
traitors  who  may  come  into  existence  from  time 
to  time.  Their  first  effort  to  destroy  the  Govern- 
ment was  by  the  declared  asserted  oppressions 
of  the  tariff^  and  its  unconstitutionality.  That 
failed  thirty  odd  years  ago.  The  present  incum- 
bent of  the  presidential  chair  is  elected,  elected 
by  a  sectional  vote,  and  the  moment  the  news 
reaches  Charleston  where  some  of  the  leading  con- 
spirators were,  and  here  in  this  Chamber  where 
others  were  to  be  found,  it  was  hailed  not  with 
regret  but  with  delight.  Why?  Because,  as  they 
thought,  it  would  enable  them  to  drive  the  South 
to  madnes.s  by  appealing  to  the  danger  in  which 
such  an  event  involved  this  institution  which  the 
people  were  made  to  believe  was  so  essential  to 
their  power  aiid  to  their  happiness,  and  that  will 
be  repeated  over  and  over  again  just  as  long  as 
the  institution  is  suffered  to  remain.  Terminate 
it,  and  the  wit  of  man  will,  as  I  think,  be  unable 
to  devise  any  other  topic  upon  which  we  can  be 
involved  in  a  fratricidal  strife.  God  and  nature, 
judging  by  the  history  of  the  past,'intcnd  us  to 
"be  one.  Our  unity  is  written  in  the  mountains 
and  the  rivers,  in  which  we  all  have  an  interest. 
The  very  differences  of  climate  render  each  im- 
portant to  the  other  and  alike  important.  That 
mighty  horde  which  from  time  to  time  have  gone 
from  the  Atlantic  imbued  with  all  the  principles 
of  human  freedom  which  animated  their  fathers 
in  running  the  perils  of  the  mighty  deep  and 
seeking  liberty  here,  are  now  there,  and  as  tlsey 
have  said  they  will  continue  to  say  until  time  shall 
be  no  more:  We  mean  that  the  Government  in 
future  shall  be  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  one, an 
example  of  human  freedom  for  the  light  and  ex- 
ample of  the  world,  and  illustrating  in  the  bless- 
ings and  the  happiness  it  confers  the  truth  of  the 
principles  incorporated  into  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, that  life  and  liberty  are  man's  in- 
alienable right. 

Mischiefs  may  be  the  result  of  such  a  measure; 
but,  a.s  I  think,  they  will  be  temporary;  but  mis- 
chiefs must  be  the  result  of  what  lias  already  oc- 
curred; the  institution  is  now  fatally  wounded;  it 
can  survive  but  to  fester  and  to  trouble  us;  and  it 
would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  nation  if  we  could 
suffer  those  Africans,  whom  we  ar^  now  calling 
around  our  standard  and  asking  to  aid  us  in  re- 
storing the  Constitution  and  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  its  rightful  authority,  to  be  re- 
duced to  bondage  again.  Upon  a  question  like 
that  the  heart  gives  the  answer  in  advance  of  the 
intellect.  It  proclaims  at  once  in  atone  that  would 
fill  the  land,  carrying  rebuke,  stern  and  crushing, 
to  whoever  may  deny  it,  "No,  no,  never;  free- 
dom once  enjoyed  none  but  a  brute  in  this  age  of 
the  world  would  take  it  from  its  object." 

Now,  sir,  a  word  or  two  more,  and  I  ."shall  be 
done.  The  honorable  member  from  Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr.  Cowan]  inquired  what  difference  there 
will  be  on  the  cessation  of  this  war  between  the 
condition  of  an  apprentice  or  a  child  who  has 
been  summoned  into  the  service  of  the  country 
and  the  condition  of  a  slave.  All  the  difference 
in  the  world,  all  the  difference  imaginable.  In 
the  first,  ju.stice  has  nothing  to  plead,  the  mas- 
ter's authority  may  be  reinstated,  the  relation  of 
apprenticeship  restored,  no  wrong  civil  or  moral 
perpetrated;  but  in  the  last,  to  restore  the  victim 
to  slavery  is  a  cruelty  not  less  but  more  in  degree 
than  to  lake  away  his  life.  I  have  always  thought 
that.  Terminate  whenever  the  struggle  may, 
whatever  may  be  the  condition  of  this  race  when 
it  shall  tcrminale,  if  it  be,  as  I  trust  in  God  it  will 
be,  a  slate  of  freedom,  that  is  to  be  as  permanent 
us  is  our  own  freedom.  We  are  to  share  the 
same  dangers,  enjoy  according  to  our  power  and 
our  means  and  our  ability  the  same  prosperity, 
and  wheti  wc  die,  die  as  men,  and  not  as  challels. 

The  only  pranical  mischief  of  the  measure  is 
the  condition  of  the  slaves.  They  are  uneducated. 
If  there  was  nothing  in  the  teachings  of  morality 
which  as  I  think  belong  to  an  unadulterated  moral 


constitution,  showing  the  wickedness  of  this  in- 
stitution, showing  how  inconsistent  it  is  with  such 
principles  and  with  religion,  it  might  be  shown 
by  appealing  to  the  conductof  the  slave-owners 
themselves.  Why  are  these  poor  creatures  kept 
in  a  state  of  absolute  ignorance.'  Why  is  educa- 
tion, the  most  humble,  denied  them.'  Why  are 
the  Holy  Scriptures  kept  from  theirJiovels.'  Why.' 
Can  there  be  but  one  answer:  that  if  they  knew 
what  knowledge  imparts,  if  they  knew  what  the 
gospel  of  our  Saviour  inculcates,  they  would  be 
freemen,  or  sooner  or  later  die  in  the  effort  to  ob- 
tain it? 

Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  I  have  taken  up  much 
more  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  than  I  had  a  right 
to  exact,  and  I  conclude  with  saying,  not  a  truth 
which  every  Senator  here  does  not  feel  as  strongly 
as  I  feel,  but  with  saying  what  is  indelibly  en- 
graved U|ion  my  soul,  that  we  owe  it  not  only  to 
ourselves  and  to  those  who  are  to  follow  us,  but 
to  humanity,  to  bring  this  war  to  a  successful  re- 
sult. All  otherconsiderations  should, for  a  time, 
be  forgotten.  One  single  object  should  ever  be 
before  us — the  restoration  of  the  Union ;  and  when 
it  shall  be  restored,  as  I  trust  in  Providence  it  will 
be,  and  unquestionably  can  be,  if  the  power  of  the 
Government  is  exerted  as  it  may  be,  we  shall  be 
restored,!  trust,  with  a  Government,  national  and 
State,  in  which  human  bondage  has  no  place,  and 
when  we  shall  be  able  to  say  to  the  world,  "  How- 
ever late  we  were  in  carrying  out  the  principles  of 
our  institutions,  we  have  at  last  accomplished  it. 
The  Union  is  restored,  and  slavery  is  terminated." 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Mr.  President,  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Maryland  in  a  portion  of  his 
remarks  referred  to  a  position  which  I  assumed  the 
other  day,  that  it  was  not  competent  for  the  people 
of  the  States  by  ratification  to  make  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  obligatory  upon 
any  protesting  Slate;  and  he  was  kind  enough  in 
that  connection  to  put  a  question  to  me  and  to  tell 
me  that  I  could  answer  it  hereafter.  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt, as  it  is  now  near  the  hour  of  adjournment, 
to  answer  that  question  this  afternoon;  but  I  will 
take  occasion,  before  the  debate  closes  upon  this 
proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  to  give 
an  answer  to  that  question,  and  to  propound  per- 
haps one  or  two  in  reply  in  reference  to  some 
of  the  positions  of  the  honorable  Senator  in  his 
speech. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Davis,]  upon  which  the  yeas  and 
nays  have  been  ordered. 

Mr.  DAVIS  and  others  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  amendment. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment,  which  was 
to  strike  outall  after  the  word  "  namely"  in  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, and  to  insert: 

No  negro,  or  person  whose  mother  or  grandmother  is  or 
was  a  negro,  shall  be  a  citizen  of  ttie  United  States  and  be 
elifj'ible  to  any  civil  or  military  office,  or  to  any  place  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  5,  nays  32;  as  follows; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Davis,  Powell,  Riddle,  and 
Sauliibury — 5. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Coniifiss,  Dixon,  Doolittle,FessendKn,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane 
of  Indiana,  Jjanc  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  i'omeroy, 
Ramsey,  Sherman,  Spraguc,  Sumner,  Trn  Eyck,  Trum- 
bull, Van  Winkle,  Wado,  Willey,  and  Wilson— 32. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  propose  another  amendment 
to  the  amendment  of  the  committee;  it  is  at  the 
end  of  section  one  of  the  proposed  article  to  in- 
sert: 

But  no  negro,  or  person  whose  motheror  grandmother  Is 
or  was  a  negro,  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or 
he  eligible  to  any  civil  or  military  olfice,  or  to  any  plactf  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HALE.  Can  that  amendment  be  amended 
further  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  cannot;  it  is  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  should  like  to  put  in  the  great 
grandmother  also.     [Laughter.] 

]\lr.  TRUMBULL.  Js  not  that  the  same 
amendment  on  which  we  just  voted  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has  the 
imtiression  that  it  is  a  little  different,  but  can  only 
tell  from  recollection. 


Mr.  DAVIS.  This  is  the  difference:  the  prop^ 
osition  upon  which  we  voted  before  was  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  proposed  constitutional  amendment; 
this  is  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  by  add- 
ing to  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  this  in  the  same 
words  as  the  proposition  just  voted  upon  ? 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Yes,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then,  in  the  opin- 
ioiLX)f  the  Chair,  it  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Let  me  suggest  this:  the  first 
amendment  I  offered  was  as  a  total  substitute  for 
the  amendment  of  the  committee;  I  offer  it  now 
as  an  amendment  to  be  appended  to  the  commit- 
tee's amendment,  which,  if  adopted,  will  be  a  part 
of  that  proposition. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Chair,  the  amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  hope  we  stall  have  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
[Mr.  Hale,]  for  although  it  is  not  in  order  to 
amend  an  amendment  to  an  amendment,  I  have 
no  doubt  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will  accept 
whatever  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  may 
propose.     That  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  did  not  hear  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  proposed  to  arriend  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  fror^i  Kentucky,  which  the  Chair  de- 
cided to  be  out  of  order;  but  I  understand  that  if 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will  accept  the  ainend- 
ment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  it 
will  be  in  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     It  will. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  will  state  what  his  amendment 
was. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  move  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  wonder  what  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  has  to  do  with  any  suggested 
amendmentby  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
to  my  amendment. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Merely  to  endeavor  to  rec- 
oncile the  difficulty  between  the  two  Senators. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  DAVIS.  The  Senator  might  as  well  at- 
tend to  his  own  business.     [Laughter.] 

The  VICEPRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Powell]  moves  that  the  Senate 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  POWELL.     I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered;  but  four 
Senators  seconding  the  call. 

The  ciuestion  being  put. 

The  VICE  PRESDENT  declared  that  the  mo- 
tion was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POWELL.     I  ask  for  a  division. 

The  question  being  again  put,  there  were, on  a 
division — ayes  4,  noes  33;  so  the  Senate  refused 
to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment;  and  it  was  declared  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Several  Senators.     Too  late. 

The  VICEPRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thinks 
it  is  rather  too  late;  the  result  has  been  an- 
nounced. The  Senator  can  move  his  amendment 
again  in  the  Senate  when  the  joint  resolution  shall 
have  been  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     I  would  as  soon  do  it  now. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  have  just  had  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  proposition. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  The  propositions  are  different. 
I  do  not  care  particularly  wlien  I  have  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  this  amendment;  but  I  would  as  soon 
have  them  now  as  at  any  other  time. 

Mr.  WILSON.     Let  us  give  them  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  ob- 
jection on  the  part  of  any  Senator,  the  Chair  will 
see  whether  there  is  a  second  for  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  FOOT.  This  joint  resolution  is  now  be- 
fore us  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the 
Senator  will  have  the  opportunity  of  moving  his 
amendment  when  it  shall  be  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  I  ask  him  if  that  will  not  be  entirely 
satisfactory. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
course. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
to  the  amendment  is  rejected. 
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Mr.  DAVIS.  I  propose  now  to  amend  the 
amendment  reported  by  tlie  committee  by  adding 
these  words  to  the  first  section  of  the  proposed 
article: 

But  no  slave  shall  be  entitled  to  his  or  her  freedom  un- 
der this  amendment  if  resident  at  the  time  It  takes  effect 
In  any  State  the  laws  of  wliich  forbid  free  negroes  to  re- 
side therein,  until  removed  from  such  State  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  proposition. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered;  but  four 
members  seconding  the  call. 

The  amendment  to  theamendment  wasrejected. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  move  to  amend  theamend- 
ment of  the  committee  by  adding  at  the  end  of 
the  first  section: 

No  slave  shall  be  emancipated  by  this  article  unless  the 
owner  thereof  shall  be  first  paid  the  value  of  the  slave  or 
slaves  so  emancipated. 

I  should  like  to  speak  upon  this  amendment, 
but  it  is  rather  late  now. 

Several  Senators.  There  is  plenty  of  time; 
go  on. 

Mr.  POWELL.  No;  I  content  myself  with 
asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  my  proposi- 
tion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ord-ered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  2,  nays  34;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Davis  and  Powell— 2. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Chand- 
ler, Clark,  Collamer,  Coniiess,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessen- 
den.  Foot,  Grime.s,  Hale,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard, 
Howe,  Joluifon,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Pomerov,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sum- 
ner, Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Willey, 
and  Wilson — 34. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  will  offer  another  amendment. 
I  move  to  add  at  the  end  of  section  two  of  the 
proposed  article: 

And  when  this  amendment  of  the  Constitution  shall 
have  taken  effect  by  freeing  the  slaves.  Congress  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  distribution  and  settlement  of  all  the  populatioA 
of  African  descent  in  the  United  States  among  the  several 
States  and  Territories  thereof,  in  proportion  to  tlie  white 
population  of  each  State  and  Territory  to  the  aggregate 
population  of  those  of  African  descent. 

I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  proposition. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered;  but  three 
members  seconding  the  call. 

M  r.  S A  ULSBURY.  J  wish  to  make  a  remark 
before  the  vote  is  taken.  Some  of  these  amend- 
ments pre.sent  very  embarrassing  questions  to 
persons  who  entertain  the  views  that  I  do.  For 
instance,  the  amendment  just  now  voted  down, 
providing  for  compensation  to  the  masters  of  the 
slaves  who  may  be  emancipated,  is  one  of  that 
character.  It  is,  I  believe,  considered  legitimate 
to  vote  for  amendments  by  way  of  improving  a 
bill,  or  with  a  view  to  defeat  a  bill.  It  is  evident 
that  it  is  not  possible  either  to  improve  thismeas- 
ure  or  to  defeat  it.  I  have  never  voted  for  com- 
pensation since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  body; 
and  for  the  simple  reason  that  i  do  not  believe 
there  is  any  constitutional  authority  in  Congress 
in  the  first  place  to  pass  such  a  proposition,  and 
in  the  second  place  to  take  money  out  of  the  public 
Treasury  for  such  a  purpose.  Both  1  believe  to 
be  wrong. 

Now  the^jroposition  is  to  amend  this  resolution 
by  distributing  the  persons  whom  you  propose 
to  make  free  among  the  different  States  according 
to  their  white  population.  If  I  could  conscien- 
tiously vote  for  such  a  proposition,  if  I  thought 
Congress  had  the  power  to  do  it,  I  would  be  very 
glad  to  transplant  all  these  free  negroes  to  that 
region  of  country  where  they  seem  to  be  so  pop- 
ular and  where  there  seems  to  be  such  a  love  for 
them.  But,  sir,  1  cannot  vote  to  give  the  power — 
if  it  is  a  question  of  bestowing  power — thrt  Con- 
gress shall  send  any  of  this  class  of  beings  into 
my  Slate.  We  have  enough  of  them  already. 
About  one  fifth  of  our  whole  population  are  free 
negroes  set  free  by  a  supposed  humanity  on  the 
part  of  their  masters,  which  1  am  satisfied  now 
was  no  real  humanity,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  motive  prompting  it. 

But,  sir,  1  wish  to  have  no  more  of  this  class 
of  beings  within  my  State,     While  I  do  not  be- 
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lieve  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  distribute 
them  among  the  States  according  to  their  white 
population,  and  to  say  to  the  States  that  they 
shall  reside  in  those  particular  Slates,  1  think  that 
same  kind  feeling  which  prompts  our  northern 
friends  to  try  to  give  them  freedom  should  prompt 
them  to  take  them  home  among  themselves  where 
they  can  have  a  personal  supervision  over  them, 
and  where  they  can  see  that  this  long-oppressed 
race,  whose  oppression  calls  to  Heaven,  as  we 
have  been  told  to-day,  for  vengeance  upon  the  sins 
of  a  guilty  land,  are  protected;  where  they  can 
act  the  part  of  guardians.  But  I  cannot  vote  for 
the  proposition  of  my  honorable  friend  from 
Kentucky,  simply  because  I  do  not  think  the 
power  exists  in  the  Federal  Government  to  make 
the  distribution  among  the  States  of  this  class  of 
beings  which  the  amendment  contemplates. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  concede  that  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment cannot  make  such  a  distribution  without 
a  change  of  the  Constitution.  Under  the  present 
Constitution  and  the  powers  which  it  confers  upon 
Congress,  I  concede  that  no  such  legislation  could 
legitimately  take  place;  but  1  will  remark  to  my 
honorable  friend  that  this  proposition,  if  adopted, 
would  relieve  his  State  from  some  of  its  negro 
population,  and  it  is  the  proposition  in  substance 
which  he  himself  made  to  Congress  some  twelve 
or  eighteen  months  ago. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  will  ask  my  honorable 
friend  from  Kentucky  whether  he  proposes  this 
to  be  incorporated  as  a  part  of  the  amendment  to 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  did  not  so  understand 
it.  I  thought  it  was  to  be  a  part  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution, but  no  part  of  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  It  is  a  part  of  the  amendment  to 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  That  relieves  it  from  the 
objection.  1  should  be  very  glad  myself  to  adopt 
any  proposition  that  would  enable  us  to  get  rid 
of  some  of  this  class  of  population. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  move  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Before  the  Senate  votes 
on  that  motion  1  wisli  to  make  a  single  remark. 
I  understand  that  the  Senator  from  Iowa  designs 
making  some  remarks  on  this  subject,  and  I  am 
not  disposed,  for  one,  on  a  great  question  like 
this,  unexpectedly  to  force  a  vote  upon  it.  1 
hope  the  Senate  will  let  us  have-a  vote  upon  it 
to-morrow.  If  any  other  person  designs  speak- 
ing further  upon  it  he  will  be  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so  after  the  Senator  from  Iowa  shall 
have  concluded  his  remarks,  if  we  adjourn  to- 
day with  an  understanding  that  we  shall  try  to 
get  a  vote  to-morrow,  I  hope  the  Senators  will  be 
present  and  let  us  have  a  vote  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  find 
that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  is  willing  to  ex- 
hibit a  little  courtesy  to  the  Senator  from  Iowa. 
He  was  very  anxious  to  have  a  vote  when  I  moved 
an  adjournment  a  few  moments  since,  in  order  to 
submit  a  few  remarks  on  an  amendment  that  I 
offered.  I  will  cheerfully  vote  for  the  motion  to 
adjourn  to  enable  the  Senator  from  Iowa  to  speak 
on  this  subject  to-morrow.  I  do  not  expect  to 
take  up  any  time  lo-morrow  myself. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  All  this  debate  is 
out  of  order.  The  question  is  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  which  is  not  debatable. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  there  being,  on  a 
division — ayes  twenty-one,  noes  not  counted;  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  ^pril  5,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer  by 

the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PUIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  PEREA,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced A  bill  to  amend  no  act  entitled  "An  act  to 


confirm  certain  private  land  claims  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  New  Mexico;"  wliich  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

,    BRIDGES  OVER  THE  OHIO. 

Mr.  ARNOLD,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  back  House  bill  No.  320, 
supi)lementary  to  an  act  approved  July  14, 1862, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  certain  post  roads, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  Allow  me  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion. My  colleague  [Mr.  Cravens]  who  rep- 
resents the  district  upon  the  Indiana  shore  par- 
ticularly affected  by  the  construction  of  these 
bridges,  is  not  in  his  seat.  Inasmuch  as  itaffecta 
local  rather  than  general  interests,  1  would  be 
glad  if  it  were  postponed  until  my  colleague  ia 
present. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  This  bill  has  been  printed  for 
a  long  time  and  recommitted  to  the  committee 
with  a  view  to  give  gentlemen  an  opportunity  to 
examine  it,  and  as  it  is  very  important  to  the  in- 
terests which  desire  to  construct  these  bridges 
that  it  should  not  be  delayed, and  that  the  speedy 
action  of  Congress  should  be  had  upon  it,  I  do 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  delay  it. 

I  will  state  briefly  the  character  of  the  bill. 
It  simply  provides  for  the  construction  of  two 
bridges  over  the  Ohio  river  with  a  view  of  ena- 
bling the  railroads  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  to  con- 
nect with  the  railroads  meeting  them  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio  through  the  State  of  Kentucky.  It  pro- 
vides ample  security  against  the  obstruction  of  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river.  That  object 
being  secured,  I  apprehend  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  these  railroads 
running  north  and  south  through  the  State  of 
Kentucky  should  have  the  greatest  possible  facil- 
ity of  connection  across  the  Ohio  wiih  the  rail- 
roads coming  from  the  Northwest  to  tlie  Ohio. 
The  military  operations  in  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee heretofore  have  been  very  greatly  embar- 
rassed for  th«  want  of  these  bridges.  The  sup- 
plies for  the  armies  which  have  been  operating 
in  Tennessee  and  northern  Alabama  have  been 
very  greatly  embarrassed  for  the  want  of  these 
bridges.  And  the  future  operations  of  those  armies 
in  their  progress  toward  the  Gulf  will  be  greatly 
facilitated  by  the  construction  of  these  bridges. 

The  railroad  companies  which  these  bridges  are 
designed  to  connect  are  ready  to  proceed  to  their 
construction  wiih out  cost  to  the  Government,  and 
to  construct  them  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  inter- 
fere at  all  with  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio.  I  hope, 
therefore,  on  theseaccounts,there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  that  it  may  be 
passed  immediately,  because  there  is  a  very  large 
amount  of  supplies  for  the  Army  delayed  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio  for  want  of  these  bridges. 
It  is  of  great  military  importance,  as  well  as  of 
great  commercial  importance  to  those  sections  of 
the  Union,  that  the  bridges  should  be  constructed 
immediately. 

There  is  another  reason.  Itisof  great  import- 
ance that  communication  between  that  portion  of 
the  country  north  and  south  of  the  Ohio  river 
should  be  facilitated  and  made  as  ready  and  easy 
as  possible.     Therefore  I  hope  the  bill  will  pass. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  have  very  little  to  say  in 
addition  to  what  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  except  this:  a  law  was  passed  and 
approved  July  14,  1862,giving to theSteubenville 
Railroad  Company  authority  to  build  a  bridge 
over  the  Ohio  river  to  enable  their  road  to  pass  over; 
and  the  bill  goes  on  to  provide  that  bridges  may 
be  built  over  the  Ohio  at  any  point  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy  where  it  enters  the  Ohio 
river;  but  the  bill  omits  to  give  that  authority  to 
any  railroad  company  whose  road  crosses  the 
river  below  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy.  That 
is  a  most  singular  discrimination  in  the  law.  If 
the  law  had  been  general  in  its  o|)eration,  we 
should  not  have  been  applying  now  for  the  special 
privilege  asked  for  in  this  bill. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  has  very  correctly 
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slated  that  the  Cdtisifuelion  of  these  bridges  will 
not  obstruct  the  free  navignlion  of  the  Ohio.  Ob- 
stiiictinn  to  the  rivor  exists  lliuio  now  by  the 
fulls  of  the  Ohio.  Boats  can  only  pnf^s over  ihose 
fnlls  at  certain  singes  ot'  ilie  wiitL-r  niul  by  curtain 
chutes  indicated  by  tlint  bill.  Thi.s  bill  provides 
that  draws  shall  be  built  at  the  head  of  each  one 
of  those  chutes,  and  these  bridges  will  indicate 
the  singe  of  the  water  over  the  chutes.  So  really 
the  building  of  these  bridges  will  facilitate  the  nav- 
igation of  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  instead  of  being 
an  obstruction. 

The  gentleman  stated  truly  the  benefits  wliicli 
these  bridges  would  confer  upon  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. Millions  of  money  have  been  expended 
by  the  Govertnnent  at  those  points  in  conveying 
their  troops,  munitions  of  war,  and  war  ma- 
terials over  that  river  by  the  present  ferry,  and 
great  delays  have  occurred  there  materially  re- 
tarding the  operationsof  the  Army.  There  have 
been  delays  in  the  transportation  of  materials  to 
the  army  in  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  which,  if 
tl\is  bridge  had  been  built  two  years  ago,  would 
not  havi:  occurred.  [  tried  then  to  get  a  bill 
through  for  that  pLU'pose.  It  passed  this  House, 
but  it  was  at  a  late  period  of  the  session,  and  the 
bill  failed  in  the  Senate  for  want  of  time.  If  it 
had  |iasse(l,  the  Government  would  have  saved  a 
million  dollars. 

Mr.  WASEiBURNE,  of  Illinois.  As  the  gen- 
tleman from  Keutuclcy  seems  to  be  interested  in 
this  bill,  I  would  ask-  him  for  a  little  explanation 
in  regard  to  ihe  second  section.  The  bill  pro- 
vides for  the  bridging  of  the  Ohio  river.  I  shall 
leave  that  question  pretty  much  to  those  genlle- 
nieu  who  live  above  the  falls  of  the  Ohio.  I 
know  something  of  :he  eflccts  of  buildiiiga  bridge 
across  I  he  Mississippi  at  Iloclc  Island,  which  has 
siib-:tantially  destroyed  the  navigation  of  the  river 
above  the  bridge. 

But  what  1  desire  now  is  anexpianaiion  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  The  first  section  provides 
for  bridging  the  Ohio  river  at  the  fdls.  The 
second  section  provi(h^3  that  the  act  of  Congress 
shall  apply  lo  certain  other  streams.  Now,  I  de- 
sire to  know  what  streams  those  are  and  ihe  iio- 
ce-ssity  of  their  being  bridged  by  virtue  of  an  act 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  will  slate  for  the  inform- 
ation of  my  friend  from  Illinois  that  the  second 
section  gives  authority  to  the  Maysville  and  Lex- 
ington Railroad  Company  to  build  a  bridge  across 
tlie  Ohio  river  at  Maysville  connecting  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Cenlral  when  they  shall  have  com- 
pleted their  road;  I  do  not  know  how  long  that 
will  be.  The  second  section  of  the  bill  author- 
izes that  company,  when  they  may  think  proper, 
to  build  a  bridge  across  the  Ohio  river  at  that 
point.  That  |)rovision  was  inserted  at  the  in- 
stance of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Wadswortu,]  and 
the  reason  is  this:  as  I  stated  bef»re,  by  the  act 
of  18G2,  authority  was  given  to  an  Ohio  railroad 
company  to  cross  the  river  by  a  bridge  at  Steu- 
bcnville,  and  then  that  act  goes  on  and  provides 
for  permission  to  any  railroad  company  to  build 
a  bridge  at  any  time  at  any  point  on'  the  Ohio 
rivor  above  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy.  'My 
colleague  [Mr.  Wadswortu]  thought  that  inas- 
much as  this  gen<'ral  privilege  was  given  to  rail- 
road companies  to  bridge  the  river  above  the  Big 
Sandy,  the  privilege  should  be  given  to  the  Mays- 
ville company  to  build  n  bridge  below  the  mouth 
of  the  Big  Satidy.  I  think,  however,  that  the 
provision  has  no  great  efficacy,  and  I  am  willing 
that  the  second  section  shall  be  stricken  out.  All 
that  we  usk  of  the  House  is  lo  give  to  the  two 
railroad  companies  indicated  i)y  tho  bill  the  right 
to  do  below  the  Sandy  river  what  any  and  every 
railroad  company  has  a  right  to  do  above  that 
point. 

I  say  again  that  the  bridge  provided  for  by  ttiis 
bill  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  is  the  most  important 
bridge  for  the  Government  that  can  l)e  constructed 
across  that  stream.  It  is  one  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  needed  hcretotbre,  and  needs  especially 
now. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  matter  has  been  discussed  in 
tlii.s  Ifou.se  for  some  two  or  three  sessions;  and 
if  there  ia  no  objection  1  will  call  the  previous 
quesiion  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MOOIU-IKAD.  I  hope  the  gcnilemnn  will 
not  be  no  rash  as  to  call  the  previoiisqueation  on 
Ro  important  a  bill  as  thin,  proposing  lo  obstruct 
the  navigation  of  a  river  bo  important  as  the  Ohio. 


Mr.  MALLORY.  1  retain  the  floor,  but  will 
yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  want  to  know  if  the  bill 
is  open  to  ameudment.     I    want    to   ofier  some 

amendments. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  cannot  yioW  the  floor  to 
allow  amendments  to  be  offered.  I  wish  the  bill 
to  be  tested  on  its  merits  as  it  stands;  and  if  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  cannot  support  it, 
1  caruiot  help  it.   I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table;  and  I  hope  the  House  will  agree  to  that 
motion. 

Mr.  THAYER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

I'he question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  58,  nays  61;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anies,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Francis  P. 
Bluir,  Clow,  linutvvell,  Brooiiiall,  Ainl)rose  \V.  Clark,  Cole, 
Uiwvson,  Denison,  Dixon,  Driggs,  Eliot,  Goocli,  Grinuell, 
IlnlH,  I]aniiif,'t(in,  lligby,  flolinan,  liolelikiss,  Jenckes, 
Kellf.y,  Oilaiulo  Kellogg,  Long,  Longyear,  Middleton,  Sam- 
nel  I''".  Miller,  William  H.  Miller,  Moorliead, Morrill,  Amos 
i\lyer?,  Leonard  Myers,  Odell,C'liarles  O'Neill,  Pendleton, 
Pike,  Ponieroy,  Price,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Alexander  IJ. 
Iticc,  Edward  H.  Itollins,  Scliciiek,  Scofield,  Shannon, 
S  mi  tilers,  rfpalding,  Starr,  John  B.Steele,  Stevens,  Strouse, 
Tiiaycr.  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenhnrgli,  Eliliu  B.  Wasli- 
hurni".  VVilliains,  Wilson,  and  Windoni— 58. 

NAVt^  —  iMcssrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ancona,  Anderson, 
Arnold,  Ashley,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beanian, 
Blaine,  Bliss,  "noyd,'Br(ioks,  Clay,  Cobh.Cox,  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  Dnmont,Eldrirtgp,  English,  Finck,  I'rank,  Ganson, 
Garfii-ld.  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Hcrriek,  Asaliel  W.  Ilul)- 
bard,  Philip  Jolmson,  Julian,  Kalbfleiscii,  Kasson,  Kernan, 
King,  Law,  .^lallory,  Marcy,  McUride,  MeClurg,  MeKia- 
noy,  James  11.  Morris,  .Morrison,  Nelson,  John  O'Neill, 
Urtli,  Priiyn,  Jtadl'ord,  William  ILUandall,  Koliinson,  llo- 
ficrs,Seoti,  Stuart,  \^)orhees,  William  B.  Washburn,  Wlia- 
h'y,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Wiiifield,  Woodbridge, 
and  Yeaman — CI. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  now  insist  on  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  the 
previous  question  will  not  be  seconded,  and  that 
the  genileman  from  Kentucky  will  have  the  bill 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  That  is  equivalent  to  ask- 
ing me  to  have  the  bill  killed.  I  call  for  tellers 
on  the  |irevious  question. 

l'(.'llers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Washburne, 
of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  MALLCRY^iwere  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  33,  noes  70. 

So  the  Flouse  refused  to  second  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  WASFIBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  now  move 
that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and  on  that 
motion  I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  will  withdraw  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  let  me  move  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  decline  to 
withdraw  it. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Then  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  second  ii,  in  order  that  1  may  make  the 
motion  to  recommit. 

j\lr.  ARNOLD.  I  desire  my  colleague  to  with- 
draw his  motion  to  allow  me  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  second  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  am  radi- 
cally o|iposed  to  the  whole  bill  and  to  the  bridg- 
ing of  all  navigable  streams.  My  own  country 
has  suflered  too  much  by  the  Rock  Island  bridge. 

The  question  being  on  seconding  the  previous 
question,  tellers  were  ordered, and  Messrs.  Moou- 
iiEAD  and  Mali.ory  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  37,  noes  57. 

So  the  previous  question  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  As  it  .seems  to  me  that  the 
bill  is  not  fully  understood,  and  as  objections  have 
b(!en  suggested  to  the  second  section,  with  a  view 
of  perfecting  the  bill  so  that  the  navig.ation  of  the 
Ohio  shall  not  be  to  any  extent  broken,  I  move 
to  recommit  the  bill,  and  on  that  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tho  motion  i.s  in  order, but 
will  be  reserved  till  after  llie  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union  is  disposed  of.  That  takes  precedence, 
and  \»  the  pending  motion. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.     As  my  col- 


league has  moved  iheprevious  question,  that  will 
apply  to  both  motions. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  will. 

The  i)revious  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  first  on  referring  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Wholeon  the  stateof  the  Union, 
and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  recommitting  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  With  leave  to  report  at  any 
time. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  would  require  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  lo  say 
that  when  the  committees  are  next  called  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals  will  have  another  day 
to  report. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  Is  a  motion  to  instruct 
the  committee  in  order  ^ 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,  under  the  previous 
question. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  tore- 
consider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted; and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  v/as  agreed  to. 

COINAGE. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  report,  from  the  Committee  on  a 
Uniform  System  of  Coinage,  Weights,  and  Meas- 
ures, Senaie  bill  No.  183,  in  amendment  of  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  relating  to  foreign  coins  and  tho 
coinage  of  cents  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States," 
approved  February  21,  1857. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Does  that  report  come  in  in 
regular, order.'' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not.  Unanimous 
consent  was  asked  to  report  back  the  Senaie  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  allow  me  a  mo- 
ment to  say  that  the  Director  of  the  Mint  has 
urged  the  importance  of  early  action  upon  tiiis 
bill.  It  is  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Coinage 
unanimously,  without  amendment,  and  I  desire 
very  much  that  it  may  be  acted  on  as  we  are  losing 
money  every  day  under  existing  regulations. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  desire  that  it  may  never 
be  acted  on. 

DRAWBACKS  OP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  PIKE,  by  unanimous  consent,  submitted 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  consid- 
ered, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  Instructed 
to  hiquirc  into  the  expediency  ot"  reviviog  so  much  of  the 
law  or  1799  as  prohibits  drawbacks  of  duties  on  foreign  mer- 
chandise exported  lo  dinninious  ot"  a  l"(ireign  Stale  imme- 
diately adjoining  tlic  United  Statcs,so  that  drawbacks  shall 
not  licreallcr  bi'  allowed  on  foreign  goods  shipped  to  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia. 

DUTIES  ON  FOREIGN  "VVOOL. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan,  by  unanimou.s 
consent,  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Conunittee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  di- 
rected lo  in(|iiire  into  the  expediency  of  incro.ising  tho 
duties  on  foreign  wool,  and  report  to  the  House  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

ANESTHETIC  AGENTS.' 

Mr.  HOOPER,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
milted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Rc'solvcd.  That  the  Cojnmiltce  of  Ways  and  Means  be  lii- 
slructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill 
to  pay  the  proprietor  thereof  for  the  use  of  aun^siholie  agcnu 
in  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  Unit<:d  States. 

MEXICAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  east  my  vote  on  the  resolution 
relative  to  Mexican  affairs,  submitted  yesterday 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis.] 

Mr.  PICNDLETON  made  the  same  request. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  their  votes  were 
recorded  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  suggest  that  all  membera 
who  were  absent  yesterday  shall  have  the  right 
to  record  their  votes  on  the  same  proposition,  if 
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they  present  ihemsclves  at  tlie  Clerk's  desk  dur- 
ing tlie  day. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

INCREASED  PAY  OF  SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  lo  submit  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs  be  in- 
striicteil  to  report  to  tlic  House  a  bill  to  increase  tlie  pay  of 
private  soldiers  in  tlie  Army,  and  that  the  same  be  made  a 
special  order  for  to-morrow,  and  from  then  until  disposed 
of. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  move  that  that  resolution 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  have  the  floor;  but  this 
motion  indicates  ibe  fate  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  will  state  the  object  of  the  res- 
olution. Un.less  some  time  is  now  fixed  for  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  it  is  not  likely  that  it  will 
soon  receive  the  attention  of  the  House.  Tiie  sub- 
ject was  brougJu  to  the  attention  of  the  House 
some  days  since,  and  was  not  acted  upon  incon- 
sequence of  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  The  House  was 
informed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee some  weeks  since  that  a  bill  to  increase 
the  pay  of  the  private  soldiers^ould  be  reported 
at  an  early  day  after.  The  subject  has  been  re- 
ferred again  and  again  to  that  committee,  yet  no 
such  bill  has  been  reported.  The  object  is  not 
only  to  require  the  committee  to  report  the  bill, 
but  also  to  fix  upon  a  time  when  it  shall  be  con- 
sidered. 

In  addition  to  tlie  general  argument  in  favor  of 
this  increase  of  ])ay,  it  may  be  urged  in  favor  of' 
early  action  on  tlie  subject  that  those  who  en- 
tered the  service  upon  small  bounties  are  rapidly 
reaching  the  termination  of  that  service,  and  as  an 
act  of  justice  to  them,  if  the  pay  of  the  private  sol- 
dier is  to  be  increased,  it  ought  to  be  done  at  the 
earliest  moment.  Many  of  those  it  is  true  have 
reenlisted  under  the  increased  bounties,  but  many 
others,  just  as  patriotic,  worn  out  by  the  war,  or 
controlled  by  other  considerations,  are  unable  to 
reenlist.  The  subject  has  not  been  brought  pre- 
maturely before  the  House.  It  was  one  of  the 
first  subjects  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  was  called.  And  now, 
after  four  months,  not  a  step  of  progi-ess  has  been 
made.  The  Military  Committee  still  decline  to 
act.  If  the  House  wishes  to  increase  the  pay  it 
must  instruct  the  committee,  t  hope  that  the 
House  will  not  consent  to  a  reference  of  the  reso- 
lution. That  is  but  a  defeat  of  the  measure;  every 
gentleman  understands  that.  If  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  thinks  that  the 
subject  cannot  be  acted  on  to-morrow,  let  him  sug- 
gest another  day.  I  disclaim  any  intention  to  in- 
terfere with  the  business  of  that  committee,  or  to 
censure  iis  action. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  wait 
until  we  have  ascertained  what  revenue  we  are  to 
raise  by  the  lax  and  tariff  bills. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  shall  wait  for  no  such  pur- 
pose, i  have  objection  to  postponing  action  on 
this  subject  for  one  hour.  You  ai-e  increasing  the 
pay  of  every  class  of  offiifeholders,  you  are  ex- 
pending millions  for  other  purposes,'and  yet  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  proposes  that  before  we  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  private  soldier  we  look  after 
the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  am  in  favor  ofjncreasing 
the  pay  of  the  common  soldier,  but  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  doing  it  until  I  know  that  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  are  in  favor  of  levying  tax 
enough  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  Government. 
Let  the  gentleman  state  where  we  have  increased 
salaries.  I  deny  that  I  ever  voted  to  raise  sala- 
ries.    I  demand  specifications. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  would  but  be  recapitulating 
llic  records  of  this  House  upon  the  subject  of  sal- 
aries if  1  were  to  refer  generally  to  the  subject  of 
the  increase  of  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the 
Government.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  gentleman's 
individual  action.  But thegentleman's  argument, 
strangely  enough,  is  directed  against  the  private 
soldier.  When  we  increased  the  grade  of  colonel 
to  thatof  a  brigadier,  the  other  day,  and  increased 
the  pay  correspondingly,  in  one  of  the  pleasant 
ofhcial  positions  of  this  city,  when  we  subse- 
quently increased  the  grade  of  another  colonel  to 
that  of  brigadier  in  a  similar  position ,  and  when  we 
have  been  doing  thatover  and  ovcragain.tind  have 
been  passing  bilks  appropriating  many  hundred 


million  dollars  for  all  conceivable  purposes,  we 
heard  no  such  argument  i'rf'favorofdelay;  but  when 
it  comes  to  afFect  tlie  private  soldier  who  entered 
yx)ur  service  at  thirteen  dollars  a  month — a  rea- 
sonable compensation  at  that  time,  but  now  grown 
totally  inadequate  by  the  inflation  of  the  currency 
for  the  supportof  his  wife  and  children — when  it 
is  proposed  to  increase  his  pay  as  an  act  of  com- 
mon justice,  when  every  element  of  expenditure 
has  immensely  increased,  and  when  the  soldiers 
who  entered  the  service  upon  small  bounties  are 
rapidly  reaching  the  time  when  their  service  ex- 
pires, strangely  enough,  sir,  gentlemen  who  pro- 
fess to  be  the  friends  of  the  private  soldier  insist 
upon  delay  until  it  is  known  whether  we  on  this 
side  of  the  House  will  impose  a  tax  or  not  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  Government. 
This  is  a  marvelous  mode  of  expressing  their  de- 
votion to  our  soldiers.  Our  vote  on  the  tax  bill, 
then,  is  to  determine  whether  the  pay  of  the  pri- 
vate soldier  shall  be  increased!  Have  you  not 
strength  enough  to  both  increase  the  pay  and  in- 
crease taxation?  But  for  this  purpose  we  will 
vote  all  the  tax  you  may  desire. 

I  insist  that  this  subject  shall  be  fairly  met. 
As  a  friend  of  the  soldier,  and  fully  appreciating 
the  value  of  his  sacrifices  and  services,  as  a  friend 
of  the  Government,  and  seeing  no  other  hope  of 
maintaining  its  integrity  except  by  the  courage  of 
the  soldier  and  the  prudence  of  your  counsels 
and  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  1  am  not 
willing  that  in  the  midst  of  lavish  expenditure  on 
every  hand  this  flagrant  injustice  to  the  soldier 
should  be  continued.  Jf  it  is  done,  sir,  no  mem- 
ber on  this  side  of  the  House  will  be  responsible 
for  it.  Every  member  on  this  side  of  the  House 
concurs  in  the  necessity  and  justness  of  this  in- 
crease. We  have  pressed  it  constantly  on  your 
attention.  We  have  imposed  no  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  proper  legislation,  and  yet  we  meet  day 
after  day  the  taunt  that  vf  e  are  opposed  to  the  war, 
to  the  Government,  and  with  those  epithets  op- 
probrious and  well  calculated  to  excite  anger  and 
unprofitable  discussion,  and  all  this  for  unworthy 
partisan  purposes.  In  these  miserable  disputes 
you  can  consume  unlimited  time,  but  not  a  mo- 
ment to  the  just  claims  of  the  gallant  private  sol- 
dier of  your  Army.  I  should  be  recreant  to  my 
duty  to  my  constituents,  to  the  gallant  soldiers  I 
represent,  to  the  wives  and  children,  if  I  did  not 
urge  this  matter  upon  the  attention  of  the  House 
antl  demand  an  early  consideration  of  its  merit%» 

And  yet,  after  having  increased  the  salaries  and 
grades  of  officers  over  and  over  again,  it  Is  left  to 
the  moment  when  the  rights  of  private  soldiers 
are  brought  to  the  attention  of  Congress  for  gen- 
tlemen to  rise  and  argue  in  favor  of  delay  until 
we  determine  upon  an  imposition  of  taxes  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  the  public  credit.  We  have 
heard  enough  of  this.  If  gentlemen  are  not  in  favor 
of  increasing  the  pay  of  the  private  soldier,  let 
them  say  so  by  a  direct  vote. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Schenck]  pro- 
poses to  refer  this  subjett  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  We  know  what  a  sleep  it  will 
sleep  there.  We  have  had  some  experience  in 
that  way  in  respect  to  resolutions  brought  before 
the  House  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  decisive 
and  directaction.  Every  gentleman  in  this  House 
knows  that  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  action 
upon  this  subject  is  by  requiring  that  committee 
lo  report,  and  fixing  upon  some  day  when  the 
subject  shall  receive  the  attention  of  the  House. 
If  gentlemen  are  willing  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  postponing  the  subject  still  further,  while 
the  country  demands  that  a  just  increase  of  pay 
should  be  made  at  once,  let  them  do  so  openly, 
and  not  by  some  disingenuous  pretense;  but  let 
them  be  forever  hereafter  silent  on  their  hack- 
neyed charge  against  the  Democratic  members  of 
tliis  House  that  they  are  hostile  to  the  interest  of 
the  private  soldier  and  opposed  to  the  war  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Union;  for  injustice  to  your  pri- 
vate soldier,  sir,  is  injustice  to  the  country,  and 
weakens  the  foundations  of  your  Army.  The 
private  soldier  alone  has  made  peculiarsacrifices. 
He  alone,  with  his  wife  and  children,  feels  the 
weight  of  this  terrible  war,  with  only  the  senti- 
ment of  patriotism  to  sustain  him;  others  enjoy 
the  fruits  and  fame  of  his  valor. 

I  reiterate,  sir,  I  would  regard  myself  as  recreant 
to  every  duty  I  conceive  1  owe  to  my  own  con- 
stituents, to  the  wives  and  children  of  the  men 
who  arc  imperiling  their  lives  iti  defense  of  their 


country,  who  were  the  pioneers  in  the  great  con- 
test, if  I  were  content  to  remain  silent  when  month 
after  month  has  been  allowed  to  expire  in  miser- 
able partisan  clamor  before  a  subject  so  merito- 
rious as  this  is  permitted  to  receive  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress. 

I  therefore,  with  a  view  to  understand  whether 
the  House  intends  to  increase  this  pay,  have  pre- 
sented this  resolution.  1  have  purposely  avoided 
saying  anything  about  the  sum  wiiich  should  be 
paid  the  soldiers,  for  we  might  differ  in  judgment 
upon  that  point,  while  we  should  not  upon  the 
question  whether  the  jiay  should  be  increased. 
VVhen  the  bill  comes  before  the  House  we  may 
determine  the  amount. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  indicate  his  opinion  of  what 
the  sum  should  be? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  eighteen 
or  twenty  dollars.  1  am  in  favor  of  no  extrava- 
gant sum.  I  will  vote  with  the  gentleman,  if  we 
can  do  no  better,  for  sixteen  dollars  a  month;  I 
will  vote  vi^ith  him  for  eighteen  dollars;  but  I  will 
vote  with  more  pleasure  for  twenty  dollars,  which 
will  be  just  about  paying  the  soldier  what  he  was 
receiving  at  the  time  he  first  entered  the  service. 

But  my  object  is  not  si,  much  to  fix  the  sum  to 
be  paid  the  soldier  as  to  set  apart  some  time  for 
the  consideration  of  the  subject.  I  therefore  call 
the  previous  question  on  the  pending  resolution. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  ask  the  gentleitian  from 
Indiana  whether,  after  making  an  appeal  to  the 
Military  Committee  and  to  its  chairman,  he  is 
going  to  call  the  previous  question  without  allow- 
ing any  reference  to  the  business  before  the  com- 
mittee? If  he  does,  I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  FIOLMAN.  I  will  certainly  yield  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.     Is  the  gentleman  through? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  but  before  I  surrender  the  floor, 
if  I  am  permitted  to  do  so,  I  desire  to  call  the  pre- 
vious cjuestion. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  As  I  propose  to  submit 
another  motion,  I  will  not  speak  now  but  will  rely 
upon  the  House  to  vote  down  the  previous  ques- 
tion in  order  that  we  may  have  this  matter  fully 
before  the  Flouse  and  understand  it. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  I  move  the  previous 
question,  and  call  for  tellers  upon  it. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Schenck 
and  HoLMAN  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  teller.s  reported — 
ayes  37,  noes  65. 

So  the  House  refused  to  second  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  proposes  a  resolution  to  in- 
struct the  Comnftittee  on  Military  Affairs  to  report 
immediately,  or  perhaps  to-inorrow — I  did  not 
hear  distinctly  the  exact  phraseology  of  his  res- 
olution— a  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  private 
soldiers  of  the  Army,  and  that  it  shall  be  made 
the  order  of  the  day  at  some  early  date — to-mor- 
row, 1  think,  is  the  time  indicated— and  continued 
as  a  special  order  until  disposed  of. 

I  could  not  hear  distinctly  all  that  the  gentle- 
man said  in  supportof  that  resolution,  but  I  think 
I  comprehended  the  general  tenor  of  his  remarks. 
He  said  he  would  feel  dissatisfied  with  himself, 
and  that  he  would  be  false  to  the  duty  which  he 
owes  to  the  country,  and  to  this  most  respectable 
and  excellent  and  descrving.classof  all  the  people 
of  this  country — the  private  soldiers — if  he  were 
not  to  make  such  a  motion  and  insist  upon  its 
adoption,  and  upon  early  action  upon  the  subject 
by  this  House.  I  am  very  glad  that  the  peculiar 
friends  of  the  soldier,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  at  their  head,  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  are  moving  in  this  matter.  Of  course  the 
country  will  understand  that  that  party  is  above 
all  others  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  "  poor  sol- 
dier" in  the  field,  of  protecting  him  generally  in 
his  rights  and  privileges,  and  permitting  him  es- 
pecially to  vote  when  lie  returns  from  the  war  to 
iiis  family  and  his  friends,  or  revisits  his  residence 
at  home  ! 

Sir,  how  perfectly  absurd  all  this  is.     What 
crocodile  tears  they  are  which  are  shed  under  any  - 
such  pretense  as  that  I 

Now,  sir,  let  me  state  the  fact  in  regard  to  this 
proposed  increase  in  the  pay  of  the  common  sol- 
diers, and  what  has  been  the  action  of  tlie  Com- 
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mittcc  on  Military  Affairs,  of  which  complnint  is 
made.  That  committee,  having  the  subject  be- 
fore tliem  at  a  very  early  day,  have  bestowed 
much  attention  upon  it,  and  have  framed  with 
great  care  and  consideration  a  bill  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  pay,  and  have  had  it  ready  to 
report  whenever  an  op[iortunity  should  present 
itself.  A  bill  embodying  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee is  now  prepared.  In  the  mean  time,  hav- 
ing had  conference  with  the  proper  Executive 
Departments  and  with  the  Union  members  of  this 
House,  and  looking  to  the  necessity  of  first  pass- 
ing a  bill  for  taxation,  this  bill  has  been  for  the 
present  withheld.  It  is  desired  to  ascertain  what 
maybe  the  disposition  of  members  upon  botii  sides 
of  tiiis  House  to  sustain  a  thorough  system  of  tax- 
ation which  will  enable  us  to  pay  the  soldiers  up 
to  that  point  of  liberality  which  we  think  they 
richly  deserve  and  the  country  can  afford.  This 
measure  of  compensation,  too,  it  is  proposed  to 
dale  back,  so  that  nothing  shall  be  lost  by  delay 
of  legislation.  The  committee  intends  to  report  it 
at  an  eaj-ly  day,  and  at  such  time  as  the  measure 
can  command  practical  action  in  the  House,  and 
they  will  then  ask  for  its  speedy  consideration, 
and  that  it  may  be  passed  with  as  little  debate  as 
possible.  The  committee  believe  that  when  they 
report  the  bill  at  the  proper  time  it  will  receive 
pretty  general  and  concurrent  assent  in  this 
House.  It  will  have  favorable  votes  on  this  side, 
of  the  House,  because  Union  members  here  de- 
sire that  the  soldier  shall  be  not  only  justly  but 
generously  paid  whatever  the  country  can  afford 
to  give  him  for  the  valuable  services  he  renders  in 
putting  down  this  wicked, infernal  rebellion;  and 
It  will  receive  support  from  that  side  of  the  House 
because  one  part  of  the  tactics  of  gentlemen  call- 
ing themselves  Democrats  is  to  affect  peculiar  love 
for  the  soldier. 

But  I  think  that  the  soldier  may  safely  be  left 
to  the  care  of  his  real  friends.  I  am  disposed  to 
think  that  it  may  be  deemed  proper  enough  that 
the  majority  who  control  the  action  of  this  House 
sliall  take  care  of  the  interests  of  those  who  are 
fighting  in  the  Union  cause  up  to  the  full  ability 
of  the  Government  at  the  proper  time  and  in  the 
proper  way.  We  will  be  glad,  of  course,  to  have 
from  gentlemen  on  theother  side  their  sincere  and 
earnest  concurrent  action;  and  from  soipe  Repre- 
sentatives there  we  know  we  shall  receive  such 
support.  But  we  will  not  be  deterred  from  taking 
the  proper  course  in  the  matter  by  any  affected 
friendship  for  the  soldier  and  for  the  interests  of 
the  soldier. which  is  not  manifested  or  proved  in 
other  things.  It  will  be  hard  to  convince  the  sol- 
dier himself  that  those  are  really  and  earnestly 
in  favor  of  giving  him  a  proper  compensation  for 
his  services  and  sufferings  in  the  field,  who  are  not 
for  imposing  those  taxes  and  ^supplying  those 
means  that  are  necessary  to  enable  us  to  give  tins 
proper  compensation.  It  will  be  hardly  believed 
by  the  soldier  that  those  are  his  peculiar  and  best 
friends  who,  on  every  occasion,  when  he  is  called 
upon  to  take  a  part  in  the  government  of  the 
country  of  which  he  is  a  citizen  as  well  as  a  sol- 
dier, array  themselves  almost  in  a  body  against 
the  exercise  of  such  a  franchise  by  him,  and  who 
then  turn  round  and  shed  tears  over  him  as  if  he 
and  his  concerns  were  their  special  care,  and  the 
subject  of  their  amiable  solicitude. 

But  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  an  extended  ex- 
position of  this  subject.  When  the  time  comes 
It  can  be  fully  considered.  But  I  say  again,  that 
I  think  it  fair  to  presume  that  so  far  as  that  class 
of  our  citizens  is  concerned — the  citizen  soldier — 
they  may  safely  be  left  in  the  care  of  their  real 
friends.  I  have  staled  what  has  been  the  course 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  I  have 
stated  its  preparation  to  report  at  n  proper  time. 
A  bill  for  that  purpose  is  now  in  my  hands.  But 
as  1  do  not  think  it  either  right  or  proper  to  at- 
tempt, in  violation  of  these  facts  and  of  this  pol- 
icy, to  force  that  committee  to  report  at  once, 
without  reference  to  other  matters  of  concurrent 
and  needful  legislation,  I  move  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  genileman  from  Indiana  be  laid  upon 
the  table;  and  on  that  I  move  the  previous  ((ues- 
tion, 

Mr.  WASHF^URNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  move  to  refer  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, as  he  nt  first  proposed. 

ThcSPP^AKKR.  The  motion  is  not  debatable, 

Mr.  SCHENCK.     Very  well;   I  am  not  par- 


ticular. It  may  take  tlmv.course.  I  move  to  refer 
the  resolution  to  tiie  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  my  colleague  will,  after  the 
speech  that  he  has  made,  withdraw  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  COX.  To  allow  us  to  reply  to  the  style 
of  remark  indulged  in  by  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  There  will  be  lime  enough 
for  both  of  us.  Remarks  have  now  been  made 
on  both  sides. 

Mr.  COX  demanded  tellers  on  the  previous 
question. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Garfield  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  64,  noes  40. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered,  which  was  on  the  refer- 
ence of  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  75,  nays  48;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beainan,  Blaine,  Bout- 
well,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Hen- 
ry Winter  Uavis,ThoniasT. Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly,Driggs, 
Duniont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank,  Garlield,  Gooch,  Grin- 
ncll,  Hiijby,  Hoo[m;i-,  Hotehkiss,  Asahel  VV.  Hubbard,  John 
H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis-W. 
Kelloyt;,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longycar,  McBride,  Mc- 
Clurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorliead,  Morrill,  Amos  Myers, 
Odell,  Orlh,  Patterson,  Perhani,  I'ike,  Pomeroy,  Price, 
William  H.  Randall,  John  U.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
Schenck,  Shannon,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens, 
Thayer,  Tracy.  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgli,Elihu  B.  Wash- 
burne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  Windoni,  and  Woodbridge— 75. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Jaines  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Brooks,  Jaines  S.  Brown,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison, 
Eden,Eldridge,  English,  Finok,  Ganson,  Hall,  Harrington, 
Benjamin  G.Harris,  Herrick,Holn)an.  Philip  Johnson,  Kalb- 
fleisch,  Law,  Lazear,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney, 
Middleton,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison, 
Nelson,  Jolin  O'Neill,  Pendleum,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel 
J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G. 
Steele,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Voorliees,  Ward,  Wheeler,  Chilton 
A.  White,  VVinfield,  and  Yeaman — 48. 

So  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  referred;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney,  its 
Secretary, announced  that  the  Senate  had  passed 
an  act  (H.  R.  No.  220)  to  vacate  and  sell  the  present 
Indian  reservations  in  Utah  Territory  and  to  settle 
the  Indians  of  said  Territory  in  the  Uinta  valley, 
with  amendmeiHs;  and  a  joint  resolution  (S.  No. 
39)  relating  to  the  publication  of  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court  ofthp  United  States  for  Decem- 
ber term,  1863;  in  which  he  was  directed  to  nsk 
the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

REPORT  OF  CHARLES  B.  STUART. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  live  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report 
of  Charles  B.  Stuart,  consulting  engineer  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  reference  to  the  improvement  of  her  water 
ooirnnunication  between  the  Hudson  river  and  the  lakes  in 
the  West  and  Northwest,  made  March  27,  1864,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  do  not  object  to  the  reso- 
lution, but  I  wish  to  know  by  whose  authority 
that  survey  was  made.' 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  It  was  made  un- 
der the  appointment  of  the  President  in  consulta- 
tion with  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  under  the 
rules. 

COLONY  OP  BLACKS. 

Mr.  COX.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consentof the 
House  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  communicate  to 
thin  HousR  all  correspondence  between  our  consul  atAui 
Cuycii  and  the  Stale  Department  in  regard  to  our  colony 
of  blacks  at  ihe  Ible  of  i  Vaclie. 

Objection  was  made. 

UNITED  STATES  COURTS  IN  NEW  YORK. 
Mr.  WARD,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  in  relation  to  the  United  States  courts 


in  the  southern  district  of  New  York;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Coinmittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

ABSENCE  OF  NAVAL  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
to  ask  the  leave  of  the  House  for  the  absence  ot 
thatcommiitee  for  ten  days  from  Thursday  next, 
for  the  purpose  of  visiting  one  or  two  of  the  pro- 
posed sites  for  a  navy-yard  upon  the  western  wa- 
ters. I  will  state  that  this  matter  has  been  under 
consideration  by  the  committee  upon  various  pe- 
titions and  memorials  referred  to  it  from  different 
sections  of  the  country;  and  the  committee  are 
urgently  invited  to  visit  one  or  two  places  in  the 
western  country,  supposed  to  be  especially  eli- 
gible for  a  naval  station  upon  the  Mississippi  river 
and  its  tributaries.  If  the  committee  have  the 
consent  of  the  House  to  visit  those  places  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  personal  iff^pection,  they 
feel  that  they  may  report  on  the  subject  with  more 
intelligence. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  desire  toaak 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  what  particular 
places  in  the  West  and  Southwest  he  proposes  to 
visit.'  * 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  The  sites  which 
the  committee  are  invited  to  inspect  are  upon 
the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis.  I  will  state  that 
the  committee  have  also  been  invited  to  visit  Buf- 
falo, Pittsburg,  Cleveland,  Mound  City,  Cairo, 
and  Milwaukee,  but  that  it  is  not  their  intention 
to  visit  all  of  these  places.  They  propose  to  visit 
the  sites  at  the  confluence  of  the  Mississippi  and 
Ohifl  rivers. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  to  state  what  information  the  com- 
mittee expects  to  derive  from  apersonal  inspection 
that  they  aannot  derive  from  other  sources. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  should  not 
like  to  trench  upon  the  privilege  granted  to  me 
by  my  colleague  by  expending  the  remainder  of 
the  day  in  rehearsing  the  characteristics  of  the 
several  eligible  sites  which  will  be  submitted  to  our 
inspection  in  the  western  country.  I  have  never 
had  the  privilege  of  traveling  through  that  section 
of  the  country;  and  the  claims  presented  here  so 
eloquently  by  the  Representatives  of  the  West  I 
have  no  doubt  will  be  enforced  by  this  proposed 
inspection,  and  that  the  committee  will  come  back 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  that  section, 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  need  not  re- 
mind the  House  that  for  a  month  past  it  has  been 
with  difficulty  we  have  been  able  to  get  a  quorum 
to  do  business,  and  that  many  hours  which  ought 
to  have  been  devoted  to  business  have  been  ex- 
pended in  getting  a  quorum.  We  ought  first  to  go 
on  and  do  the  business  necessary  to  be  transacted , 
and  then  there  is  business  outside  of  the  House 
which  may  be  attended  to.  Yesterday,  when 
every  member  seemed  anxious  to  vote,  there  were 
only  one  hundred  and  nine  members  present. 
Now,  every  man  who  is  acquainted  with  the  at-- 
mosphere  here  knows  that  when  a  member  attends 
one  day  he  cannot  attend  the  next  day.  When 
we  have  scarcely  enough  to  do  business  nov.f,  it 
is  proposed  to  give  leave  of  absence  to  nine  of  our 
best  business  men  [laughter]  to  go  into  pleasant 
places  from  which  they  will  return  hardly  im- 
proved in  their  capacity  for  business.  [Renewed 
laughter.]  Then  it  is  suggested  that  guerrillas  are 
prevalent  in  that  section  of  the  country.  [Laugh- 
ter.] I  have  never  been  there,  and  if  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  to  see  the  fer- 
tility of  that  region  I  have  no  doubtthat  we  would 
better  know  liow  to  impose  taxes.  [Laughter.] 
I  do  not  see  but  that  we  would  gain  more  advant- 
ages by  examining  the  statistics  of  the  business 
of  those  flourishing  places  in  the  West  than  the 
Naval  Committee.  The  most  they  could  do 
would  be  to  test  the  water  and  try  its  chemical 
qualities  [laughter]  and  its  aptitude  for  mixing. 
[Renewed  laughter.]  That  is  all  they  can  do. 
They  will  come  back  not  much  wiser.  They  will 
come  back  with  very  little  information. 

But,  seriously,  I  cannot  but  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  withdraw  this  proposition.  If  a  month 
hence,  sny  in  May  or  even  in  July,  they  desire 
to  take  that  time,  it  will  be  much  more  pleasant 
to  them,  and  more  profitable  to  the  House.  I 
hope,  therefore,  the  House  will  notgrant  the  leavo 
requested. 
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Mr.  RICE,  ofMassachusctts.  The  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  I  have  no  doubt  would  be  very 
happy  to  have  the  company  of  the  distinguished 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
though  I  doubt  somewhat  whether  he  woiild  be 
able  to  enlighten  us  much  upon  the  qualities  of 
the  waters-of  the  country,  if  lieshould  go  with  us. 

But  I  desire  to  say,  in  behalf  of  the  committee, 
that  we  did  not  desire  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  absenting  ourselves  withoutthe  sanction  of  the 
^House.  They  felt  the  importance  of  the  business 
which  is  pressing  upon  the  House;  they  feltalso 
the  importance  of  the  business  which  was  spe- 
cially committed  to  the  investigation  and  charge 
of  the  committee.  And  in  fulfillment  of  that  spe- 
cial trust  they  would  make  this  visit  if  they  could 
have  the  permission  of  the  House.  They  will  be 
governed  entirely  by  the  proposition  now  sub- 
mitted to  have  ten  or  twelve  days  of  absence. 

The  committee  have  made  a  visit  to  League 
Island,  to  Boston,  and  one  or  two  other  places,  but 
they  consumed  but  one  working  day  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  permit  me  to  say  to  him  that  my 
vote  will  depend  upon  the  answer  he  may  make 
to  an  inquiry  I  propose  to  submit  to  him.  Will 
the  gentleman  accept  the  proposition  I  made  to 
him  to  include  the  city  of  Louisville  in  his  trip? 
He  and  his  committee  would  receive  all  the  hos- 
pitality for  which  that  city  is  celebrated.  And  I 
wish  that  committee  more  especially  to  visit  that 
city  and  report  upon  tiie  propriety  and  usefulness 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  con- 
structing that  railroad  bridge  near  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio,  about  which  we  had  so  much  discussion 
this  morning.  [Laughter.]  If  he  will  do  that,  I 
think  I  will  vote  for  his  request. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Is  this  in 
order  except  by  unanimous  consent? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is.  Any  gentleman  has 
a  right  to  ask  leave  of  absence  for  himself  or  for 
his  committee. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  think  I  may  say  advis- 
edly that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  have 
no  desire  to  take  themselves  away  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  House  and  the  country  unless  leave 
ia  accorded  to  them  freely,  believing  that  their 
Rbsence  will  not  occasion  any  inconvenience.  I 
certainly,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  should 
not  go  unless  the  House  can  dispense  with  our 
presence  here  without  inconvenience. 

I  would  prefer  to  have  the  House  act  upon  the 
request  without  any  reference  to  any  individual 
feeling,  and  decide  it  solely  upon  their  regard  for 
the  public  good.  I  know  that  those  who  have 
extended  the  invitation  to  us  have  done  so  seri- 
ously, and  I  know  their  hospitality  at  St.  Louis 
and  at  intermediate  points;  and  1  wish  not  only 
that  the  Naval  Committee  but  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee,  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens]  isthedistinguislied 
chairman,  could  go  with  us. 

We  now  leave  it  altogether  with  the  House  to 
determine  whether  they  can  dispense  with  our 
services  here  without  inconvenience. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  would  ask 
my  friend  from  Ohio  if  he  thinks  it  necessary,  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
go  West  in  order  to  get  such  knowledge  as  he 
desires  in  order  to  act? 

Mr.  SPALDING.  In  reply  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  I  will  say  that  1  do  not  know  how  I 
can  be  impressed  more  favorably  in  respect  to  St. 
Louis  and  Cairo  by  making  a  thousand  visits  to 
those  places  than  I  am  at  this  time. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  would  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  whether  it  is  their 
intention  to  visit  any  places  upon  the  lakes,  and 
if  so,  what  places;  or  whether  they  intend  to  con- 
fine their  visit  to  the  rivers? 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  The  committee 
must  manifestly  be  governed,  in  respect  to  the 
number  of  places  they  will  visit,  by  the  length  of 
time  allowed  them  for  their  absence. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  will  then  sug- 
gest to  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  that 
if  the  object  of  the  visit  is  to  select  a  site  for  a 
navy-yard  or  naval  depot,  unless  that  visit  is  ex- 
tended to  all  the  places  which  are  rivals  for  the 
location  of  such  an  institution,  then  the  result, 
instead  of  being  beneficial  to  the  public  interests 
may  be  entirely  the  reverse. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.     1  will  suy  in 


reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  that  the 
immediate  object  of  the  committee  in  making  this 
visit  is  not  to  select  a  site  for  a  navy-yard  for  the 
lakes.  We  are  prohibited,  I  believe,  by  our  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  from  establishing  a  navy-yard 
or  naval  station  on  any  of  the  lakes,  or  from  keep- 
ing more  than  one  vessel  of  six  hundred  tons  and 
one  eighteen-pound  gun  on  Lake  Ontario  and  two 
on  what  are  known  as  the  upper  lakes.  This  visit 
has  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  navy-yard 
or  naval  station  on  one  of  the  rivers  of  the  West, 
with  especial  reference  to  the  protection  of  the 
Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  has. any 
such  effect  as  the  gentleman  supposes. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not  under- 
take to  decide  that  question  at  all.  I  simply  say 
that  the  purpose  of  this  visit  at  the  present  time 
has  no  reference  to  the  lakes. 

Mr.  BLOW.  1  regret  very  much  that  the  only 
proposition  that  has  been  made  to  this  Congress 
for  an  examination  into  western  interests  .should 
meet  with  opposition,  and  that  that  opposition 
should  come  from  a  gentleman  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  has  received  so  much  at  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  and  from  a  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  who  is  directly  interested  in  that 
portion  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  can  answer 
my  friend  from  Missouri  very  readily.  I  believe 
that  there  is  but  one  point  on  the  Mississippi  river 
suitable  for  a  navy-yard,  Cairo  or  Mound  City, 
and  I  think  the  House  perfectly  understands  that. 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  send  a  committee 
to  the  West  to  examine  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  reason  why  I  am  Op- 
posed to  this  visit  is  that  we  are  all  in  favor  of 
this  project. 

Mr.  BLOW.  All  I  can  say  then  is,  that  if  gen- 
tlemen are  in  favor  of  the  project,  they  have  a 
most  extraordinary  way  of  expressing  their  feel- 
ings. Although  we  have  a  fleet  of  a  hut)dred 
United  States  vessels  afloat  on  the  bosom  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  not  one  dollar  has  ever  been 
appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  establishment 
of  a  navy-yard  there,  or  a  station  for  the  repairs 
of  those  vessels. 

Sir,  I  consider  the  objections  made  to  granting 
leave  of  absence  to  this  committee  as  absolutely 
frivolous  and  unworthy  of  my  friends.  There 
are  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  members  of  this 
body.  Fifty,  sixty,  and  seventy  have  been  ab- 
sent all  the  time,  and  yet  no  voice  has  been  raised 
in  this  House  against  their  absence.  Members 
have  gone  to  League  Island  and  all  through  the 
New  England  States  and  other  States,  on  every 
possible  errand,  to  their  homes  on  business,  and 
have  been  absent  with  leave  and  without  leave, 
and  who  has  objected?  But  now,  when  a  ques- 
tion affecting  the  interests  of  the  great  West  and 
navigable  streams  of  thousands  of  miles  in  ex- 
tent comes  up,  and  the  question  a^'ises  of  allowing 
the  committee  at  the  same  time  an  investigation 
of  the  Wants  of  the  great  valley,  among  which  is 
the  removing  of  the  obstructions  to  the  frefe  navi- 
gation especially  of  the  Mississippi,  which  now  so 
much  incumbers  the  commerce  leading  to  and  from 
the  very  city  in  which  my  colleague  from  Illinois 
resides,  the  fear  of  inconveniencing  members  liv- 
ing near  their  constituents  and  impeding  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House  causes  the  proposal  to  be  met 
with  the  wit  and  slurs  of  members.  Why,  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  greatest  improvement  that  can  be 
proposed,  and  one  purely  of  a  national  character, 
is  the  removal  of  the  very  rapids  causing  these  ob- 
structions to  the  free  navigation  of  a  great  stream 
necessary  to  the  prosperity,  commercial  and  agri- 
cultural, of  ten  western  and  southern  States.  1  re- 
gard this  alone  as  a  question  of  more  importance 
than  all  your  ship  canals,  and  all  these  great  in- 
terests are  met  by  objections  which  I  can  only 
characterize  as  frivolous  and  inconsiderate. 

I  ask  the  House  to  grant  permission  to  seven 
of  the  nine  members  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  to  visit  the  West.  I  know  that  after  they 
shall  have  visited  St.  Louis,  stopping  on  the  way 
at  Pittsburg  and  Cleveland  and  ^other  places  on 
the  route,  no  gentleman  having  a  proper  regard 
for  the  vast  interests  of  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  interests  extending  far  beyond  that 
valley,  will  ever  regret  having  granted  the  leave 
of  absence  now  asked. 

As  to  the  difliculty  of  getting  a  quorum,  set  the 


telegraph  to  work  and  summon  the  absent  mem- 
bers who  have  disregarded  their  obligations  to 
this  body  and  to  the  country.  I  hope  the  leavo 
asked  will  be  granted. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  say 
in  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  that  I  believe  the  people  of  the  West 
will  be  better  satisfied  by  every  member  of  the 
House  staying  in  his  place  and  attending  to  the 
business  of  the  country.  Members  of  Congress 
are  paid  a  salary  of  $3,000  a  year  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  their  time  and  services;  and  there  will  be 
time  enough,  after  we  shall  have  concluded  the 
business  of  the  session,  for  the  committees  tovisit 
the  differentpoints  of  the  West  and  report  to  the 
House  at  the  next  session.  I  therefore  hope  that 
no  consent  will  be  given  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs  making  this  trip,  or  to  the  members  of 
any  other  committee  leaving  their  places  in  this 
House;  but  that  we  will  hold  members,  and  go 
on  with  the  public  business. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Before  that  motion  be  put  I 
desire  to  say  a  single  word.  Will  my  colleague 
^withdraw  the  motion? 

Mr.  DAWSON.   I  withdraw  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  has  drawn  a  comparison  between 
the  attention  given  by  the  House  to  the  interests 
of  the  East  and  of  the  West.  I  think  that  all 
such  remarks  are  invidious,  and  that  they  lead  to 
bad  consequences.  1  want  to  say  in  this  connec- 
tion that  no  member  of  the  House  has  been  ab- 
sent from  it  a  single  working  day  or  hour  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  League  Island.  The  visits  to 
that  point  have  been  made  at  seasons  when  the 
House  was  not  in  session.  The  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  has  visited  more  distant  points; and 
even  for  that  purpose  has  lost  but  one  working 
day.  So  that  there  is  not  that  contrast  between 
the  interest  which  that  committee  feels  in  ques- 
tions pertaining  to  the  East  and  to  the  West  which 
the  gentleman  would  lead  the  people  of  the  West 
to  believe.  And  I,  for  one,  should  the  House  de- 
termine that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  shall 
not  have  leave  now,  will  gladly,  as  a  member  of 
that  committee,  devote  the  two  weeks  following 
the  termination  of  this  session  to  making  this 
excursion  proposed,  if  deemed  necessary  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  DAWSON.     I  renew  my  motion. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  iIhs  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  request  was  laid  on  the  table, 

CHARLES  L.  NELSON. 
Mr.  BAXTER  asked  and  obtained  unanimous 
consent  to  have  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table 
an  act  (S.  No.  197)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  L. 
Nelson;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

NAVAJO  INDIANS. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  recommending 
an  appropriation  for  the  Navajo  Indians  in  New 
Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
papers  in  regard  to  a  plan  for  competitive  examin- 
ation of  cadets  for  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
shall  have  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  special 
order,  all  debate  in  committee  on  the  special 
order  shall  cease  in  one  minute. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  make  the  point  of  order 
that  that  motion  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  sustains  the  point 
of  order.  The  motion  cannot  be  made  to  close 
debate  on  the  bill  until  after  the  last  section  is  read. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Then  I  move  that  all  debate 
on  the  pending  section  and  the  various  amend- 
ments thereto  be  closed  in  one  minute  after  the 
House  shall  have  resolved  itself  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  HOOPER  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, nnd  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to 
take  up  the  national  currency  bill,  which  is  the 
apecitil  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Rollins, 
of  New  Hampsliire,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
Ihe  consideration  I  as  a  special  order,  of  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  national  currency 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks,  and 
to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption 
thereof,  all  debate  on  the  pending  section  and  the 
variousamendments  thereto  beingclosed  byorder 
of  the  House  in  one  minute. 

The  question  was  on  the  following  substitute 
offered  by  Mr.  Hooper  to  the  sixty-third  section: 
Sec.  G3.  ^Ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  persons  holding 
stock  as  I'xeculors,  adiiiiiii.strators,  guardians,  and  trust- 
ees, shall  not  be  personally  sniiject  lo  any  liabilities  as 
EtockholiJ<'rs ;  but  the  assets  and  I'undsin  their  hands  shall 
be  liable  in  like  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  test- 
ator, intestate,  ward,  or  person  interested  in  such  trust 
funds  would  be  if  they  were  respectively  living  and  com- 
petent to  act  and  hold  the  stock  in  their  own  name. 

To  which  Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland,  offered  the 
following  amendment: 

Provided,  That  no  State  tax  sliall  be  imposed  upon  any 
part  of  the  capital  stock  of  such  association  invested  in  the 
bonds  of  the  United  States. 

To  which  amendments  Mr.  Davis,  of  New 
York,  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute:      •* 

Jind  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  soon  as  practicable  afterthe 
end  of  each  fiscal  year  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  to  make  out  and  transmit  to  the  treasurer  of  each  State 
a  statement  of  all  taxes  which  shall  have  been  collected  in 
that  State  from  each  national  bank  organized  therein  dur- 
ing such  previous  year,  and  he  shall  with  such  statement 
remit  to  the  treasurer  of  such  State  one  fourth  the  amount 
thus  collected  from  such  association  in  each  State,  to  be 
disposed  of  in  its  discretion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  substitute  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York;  and  it  was 
rejected. 

The  question  recuri-ed  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Davis, of  Maryland; 
and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurredonMr^-H coper's  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  move  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  part  of  the  capital 
stock  of  any  banking  institution  created  or  continued  in 
existence  by  this  act,  so  far  as  the  same  is  made  up  of  Uni- 
ted^talcs  bonds,  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Stale  wllhiri  the  limits  of  which  it  may  be  sit- 
uated. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  necessary  that  some 
such  amendment  should  be  introduced;  and  I  do 
not  know  of  any  more  unobjectionable  than  the 
one  I  now  submit. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  queslion  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Hooper. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered  ;and  Messrs.  Van  Valken- 
BI7RGH  and  Eldridge  were  appointed^ 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  54,  noes  50. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  submit  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

^nd  beit  further  enacted.  That  no  association  organized 
under  this  .ict  shall  at  any  time  pay  out  or  put  into  circula- 
tion in  payment  of  any  of  itn  obligations  any  bank  bills,  or 
anything  intended  to  circulate  as  moMcy,  wliich  at  the  lime 
of  such  paying  out  or  putting  into  circulation  is  not  being 
received  by  such  association  at  par. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  wish  to  offer  an  ainondmcnl, 
but  I  do  not  wish  to  offer  it  to  the  section  upon 
which  debate  lias  been  closed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  not  now  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill.  I  make 
the  motion  for  tlii.s  reason 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Is  the  motion  to  strike  out 
llic  enncimg  clause  in  order.' 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  enacting  cluuseof  the  bill  may  he  considerrd 
n*  prior  to  the  fii-.st  section  of  the  bill,  and  I  make 
the  pointof  order  that  we  cannot  retrixce  our  steps 
except  by  unanimous  consent. 


Mr.  COX.  I  ask  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  if  it  be 
adopted  Ijy  the  comtTtillee.' 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  ofillinois.  I  understand 
the  effect  of  the  motion  to  be,  that  if  the  House 
does  not  sustain  the  action  of  the  confiinittee,  the 
bill  will  be  recommitted  to  the  committee,  and 
that  if  we  sustain  the  action  of  the  committee  in 
striking  out  theenactiiig  clause  it  will  kill  the  bill. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentlcman*is  mistaken.  It 
only  brings  the  bill  before  the  House.  It  was 
the  way  in  which  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill 
was  brought  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  for  the 
reading  of  the  rule. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"123.  A  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  words  of  a  bill 
shall  have  precedence  of  a  motion  to  amend  ;  and,  if  car- 
ried, shall  be  considered  equivalent  to  its  rejection.  When- 
ever a  bill  is  reported  trom  aConniiitteeof  the  Whole,  with 
a  recommendation  to  strike  out  the  enacting  words,  and 
such  recommendation  is  disagreed  to  by  the  House,  the 
bill  shall  stand  reconmiitted  to  tlie  said  committee  without 
further  action  by  the  House.". 

The  CFIAIRMAN.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  the  following  as  a 
substitute  for  the  entire  bill: 

That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  a  national  cur- 
rency secured  by  a  pledge  of  the  United  States  stocks,  and 
to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption  thereof,"  ap- 
proved February  25,  1863,  is  hereby  repealed:  Provided, 
however,  That  any  association  organized  under  said  act 
shall  have  three  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act  to  re- 
tire their  circulation  and  close  up  the  business  of  such  as- 
sociation, during  which  time  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
only  the  said  act  shall  remain  in  full  force. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  on  the  sub- 
stitute will  be  reserved  until  the  bill  has  been 
acted  on. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  64.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Congress  re- 
serves the  right  at  any  time  to  amend,  alter,  or  repeal  this 
act. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  That  is  an  excellent  section, 
the  only  good  one  in  the  bill,  and  I  hope  that  will 
pass.  1  move  the  following  as  an  additional  sec- 
tion: 

Jtnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  gold  and  silver 
coin  received  by  every  association  organized  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  for  the  interest  tliat  may  be  paid  on  the 
stocks,  bonds,  or  other  securities  of  the  United  States  de- 
posited with  the  Comptroller,  shall  be  retained  and  held 
by  such  association  until  the  sum  of  such  specie  or  coin 
shall  be  equal  to  at  least  six  per  cent,  of  the  reserve  re- 
quired to  be  held  by  associations  located  other  than  in  the 
cities  01  i-'i.  Louis,Louisville,  Chicago,  New  Orleans,  Cin- 
cinnati, Riiltimore,  I'hiladelphia,  Boston,  New  York,  San 
Francisco,  Bufl'alo,  Detroit,  Portland,  Pittsburg,  Albany, 
Milwaukee,  aini  Cleveland,  to  the  amount  of  at  least  ten 
per  cent,  of  such  reserve  required  to  be  held  by  the  banks, 
at  the  redemption  places  named  in  the  thirty-first  section 
of  this  act. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  expect  that  the  gentleman 
froiTi  Mas.sachusetts  [Mr.  Hooper]  who  has  the 
custody  of  this  bill  will  oppose  it,  and  to  fortify 
myself  I  have  provided  an  argument  which  cornes 
from  the  president  of  the  Eagle  bank,  Boston, 
Waldo  Flint,  Esq.,  which  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"  The  present  law,  and  the  amendments  as  proposed  by 
the  Comptroller  in  his  new  bill,  now  under  consideration 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  do  not  require 
banks  to  hold  any  gold  or  silver  coin  while  the  suspen."!ion 
of  specie  payments  continues.  We  regard  this  as  one  of 
the  most  alarming  features  of  the  new  system  of  banking — 
as  it  is  diriclly  opposed  to  all  past  theory  and  experience 
on  this  subject,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  strongest  argu- 
ments against  the  change  from  State  to  national  organiza- 
tion. 

"  It  is  true  that  bank  circulation  may  be  ultimately  safe, 
by  the  protection  afl'orded  by  public  stocks,  held  as  security 
by  the  Government;  but  there  is  a  wide  distinction  be- 
tween security  and  convertibility, and  In  times  of  peace  the 
community  require  banks  whose  circulation  is  amply  se- 
cured lo  keep  s|>eein  in  sufficient  proportion  to  enable  them 
to  respond  to  sudden  calls. 

"The  same  reason  docs  not  apply  in  time  of  war,  when 
it  is  impracticable  for  the  Governmejit  or  the  banks  to  pay 
specie  on  demand,  but  the  argument  is  quite  as  strong  whitii 
should  require  banks  lo  hold  the  specie  in  their  vaults  as 
the  trustees  and  custodians  of  ihe  public,  as  visible,  tangi- 
ble security,  convertible  when  the  stale  of  the  country  and 
its  relations  at  home  and  abroad  will  admit  of  its  being  done 
with  safety. 

"  liuttherc  nr(^  other  reasons  of  controlling  public  policy 
xvhicli  demand  that  specie  shall  be  held  on  public  account 
and  lor  piililie  benefit. 

"  SnpiMisr;  Mr.  McCulloch  should  succeed  in  compelling 
all  St.iie  bank  organizations  lo  bi'Com<!  merged  under  Hie 
new  law  in  national  institutions;  what,  is  lo  heconn-of  the 
millions  of  specie  they  now  h(dd— arc  Ihey  lo  dlsappi'iir  ? 
to  be  sold  at  a  prcniluni,  the  new  banks  gcltliig  the  iioiii- 


inal  advance  and  thus  Inflating  the  market  value  of  their 
stocks?  and  who  are  to  be  the  purchasers.?  Either  indi- 
viduals for  the  purpose  of  hoarding,  or  importers  tempted 
by  reduced  prices  to  enlarge  their  orders  for  goods'  from 
foreign  countries  to  compete  with  home  manufactures,  or 
to  pamper  luxury  and  stimulate  extravagance." 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  say 
that  the  $20,000,000  of  gold  in  the  New  York 
banks,  the  ;p5,000,000  in  the  banks  of  Boston,  and 
the  $3,000,000  in  the  banks  of  Philadelphia,  if  this 
amendment  be  not  adopted,  will  be  withdrawn 
from  State  taxation. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  have  two  other  amendments 
to  offer  as  additional  sections.  They  are  amend- 
ments which  meet  the  assent  I  believe  of  the  asso- 
ciated banks  of  New  York,  with  perhaps  one 
exception,  and  which  they  are  anxious  to  have 
incorporated  in  the  bill. 

The  first  one  provides  the  mode  and  manner  of 
winding  up  these  national  institutions  whenever 
in  the  opinion  of  two  thirds  of  the  directors  itshall 
be  deemed  expedient  not  to  continue  the  business 
longer.  I  move  the  following  as  an  additional 
section: 

»9nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  at  any  time  before  the 
period  fixed  for  the  termination  of  any  association  organ- 
ized under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  directors  thereof 
shall  deem  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  shareholclers  to 
discontinue  such  association,  and  shall  have  obtained  the 
assent  of  two  thirds  of  the  shareholders,  such  directors 
may  by  the  vote  of  two  thirds  of  their  number  give  notice 
to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  of  their  intention  10 
discontinue  the  business  of  banking,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act;  and  when  such  association  shall  have  re- 
deemed and  paid  or  secured  tlie  payment  of  their  out- 
standing circulation,  and  the  payment  of  all  their  liabilities 
for  deposits,  and  shall  have  paid  or  secured  the  payment  of 
all  its  other  liabilities,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  ("urrency,  he  may  declare  by  a  public  adver- 
tisement that  it  is  no  longer  subject  to  the  liabilities  im- 
posed on  associations  organized  under  the  provisions  of  ■ 
this  act. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  have  one  other  amendment 
to  offer,  and'  then  my  duty  in  relation  to  the  per- 
fection of  this  bill  will  have  been  discharged.  It 
is  for  the  purpose  of  prevcnting.that  wildcat  sys- 
tem of  banking  which  was  so  much  in  fashion  in 
some  portions  of  the  country  some  years  ago,  by 
which  banks  having  no  capital  secured  depositors 
by  becoming  savings  banks.  1  move  the  following 
as  an  additional  section: 

^7id  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  any  association  organized  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  to  do  business  as  a  savings  bank,  or  in  any  way  to 
solicitor  receive  deposits  as  a  savings  bank,  nor  to  pay  any 
interest,  compensation,  bonus,  or  other  consideration  for 
deposits  of  money  received  by  it,  or  in  any  way  to  receive 
deposits  as  a  savings  bank,  or  upon  interest;  and  any 
association  which  shall  violate  the  provisi(ms  of  this  sec- 
tion of  this  act  shallforfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States 
the  sum  of  0100  for  every  day  such  ofl'ense  shall  be  con- 
tinued, to  be  sued  lor  and  recovered  by  any  district  at- 
torney of  the  United  States,  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  use  of  tht;  'J'reasury  of  the  United  Stales; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency 
to  proceed  against  any  association  which  may  violate  this 
provision. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  whether  the  banks  in 
his  Stale  arc  prohibited  from  becoming  savings 
banks  by  any  statute  of  New  York  r 

iMr.  BROOKS.  1  am  not  sure  whether  I  can 
answer  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  satis- 
factorily. 1  know  what  is  the  general  opinion. 
I  cannot  definitely,  in  regard  to  law,  because  £ 
have  not  examined.  I  know  that  some  six  or 
seven  years  ago  some  of  these  banks  turned  into 
savings  banks  in  some  portions  of  the  country. 
But  in  New  York,  whether  there  is  any  specific 
law  or  not,  there  is  a  power  of  opinion  higher 
than  law  wliich  would  preventit  being  done  there. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  1  understood  that  it  was  the 
constant  ]iractice. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  nmendmentin  the 
nature  of  a  substitute  for  the  bill  offered  by  Mr. 
Holman. 

On  a  division,  40  voted  for  and  63  against  the 
subistilute. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Holman 
and  Hooper  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  45,  noes  G3. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise  anil  report  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  GANSON.     Before  the  bill  is  reported  to 
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the  House  I  would  like  to  suggest  to  tlie  gentle- 
man who  has  charge  of  it  tliat  some  change  ought 
to  be  made  in  tlie  twelfth  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  have  no 
right  to  return  to  the  twelfth  section. 

JMr.J.C.  ALLEN.  Before  the  question  is  put 
on  the  motion  that  the  committee  rise  I  desire  to 
ask  a  question.  Several  amendments  have  been 
adopted  in  committee.  I  desire  to  know  whether 
we  may  have  a  separate  vote  upon  each  amend- 
ment in  the  House? 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Undoubtedly. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  With  that  understanding 
1  have  no  objection  to  the  bill  being  now  reported 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  is  the  right  of  any  gen- 
tleman to  have  a  separate  vote  upon  any  amend- 
ment. I  ask  that  the  vote  may  be  taken  upon  the 
mrotion  that  the  committee  rise. 

Tire  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  ciiair,  Mr.  Rollins,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, reported  that  the  committee  having,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally 
under  consideration,  and  particularly  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  333)  to  provide  a  national  currency  se- 
cured by  a  pledge  of  United  States  stocks,  and  to 
provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption  thereof, 
had  instructed  him  to  report  the  same  back  to  the 
House  with  sundry  amendments,  and  with  the  rec- 
ommendation that  the  bill  as  amended  do  pass. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  whole  of  it,  and  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing substitute. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  As  a  matter  of  order  I  sup- 
pose the  amendments  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  will 
come  uD  first  for  the  vote  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  vote  will  be  first  upon 
the  amendments  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  whether  the  substitute 
he  has  offered  is  the  bill  as  amended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  is,  with  the  exception  of 
the  seven  per  cent.,  which  is  restored  the  same 
as  Uie  original  bill. 

Mr.  COX.     How  about  the  State  tax.? 

Mr.  STEVENS.     That  is  left  out  also. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  1  desire  to 
ask  the  gentleman  whether  the  provision  is 
stricken  out  in  regard  to  real  estate  security,  and 
which  allows  the  right  of  the  banks  to  speculate 
in  gold  and  silver.'' 

Mr.  COX.  Will  not  the  gentleman  allow  the 
substitute  to  be  printed  over  night,  in  order  that 
we  may  examine  it.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Gentlemen  will  find  that 
there  are  but  one  or  two  amendments  differing 
from  the  present  bill;  one  restores  the  seven  per 
cent,  rate  of  uniform  interest,  and  the  other  strikes 
out  the  State  taxation  clause.  I  believe  there  is 
nothing  else  of  importance.  If  any  gentlem"an 
doubts  about  it,  I  do  not  want  the  bill  acted  on 
now.  I  see  my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Steele]  is  askins^  me  to  yield  to  him  to  make  a 
few  remarks,  which  I  shall  do  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  COX.     One  more  question. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  would  call  the  previous 
que'stion,  but  1  suppose  I  may  before  that  allow 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  occupy  a  few 
moments. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  accede  to  the  re- 
quest, and  allow  the  substitute  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  We  have  not  yet  done  with 
the  day's  proceedings,  and  we  can  decide  that 
matter  better  by  and  by. 

Mr.  COX.  May  it  not  be  understood  by  gen- 
eral consent  that  the  substitute  be  printed  to-night 
and  a  vote  bo  taken  on  it  in  the  morning.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  do  not  like  to  say  that  now. 
I  cannot  say  what  will  turn  up  before  we  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  call  the  previous  question.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  will  not  if  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  will  call  it  upon  the  conclusion 
of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.     I  will. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  with  great  reluctance 
^  lliat  I  have  at  any  time  asked  the  attention  of  the 
'American  Congress  toany  remurk.sof  mine.    And 


at  no  time  hare  1  attempted  to  address  llieHou.sc 
when  that  feeling  was  stronger  than  now.  Hav- 
ing no  claims  to  su[jerior  knowledge  in  finatice, 
either  from  education  or  experience,  it  has  seemed 
little  less  than  presumption  in  me  to  attempt  to 
speak  on  this  subject  to  men  many  of  whojn  have 
given  years  to  the  study  of  this  intricate,  vexed, 
and  even  yet  uncertain  subject,  added  to  many 
years  of  experience  in  such  pursuits  as  have  af- 
forded them  facilities  for  subjecting  llieir  inves- 
figations  to  the  test  of  practical  observation;  and  I 
doubt  if  I  should  have  so  far  overcome  my  scru- 
ples as  to  make  this  effort  were  it  not  that  I  have 
received  such  communications  from  my  constitu- 
entf?  as  seem  almost  to  makfe  it  obligatory  upon 
me.  The  great  kindness  uniformly  e.xtended  to 
me  by  my  associates  here  makes  me  believe  that 
my  imperfect  suggestions  will  be  received  with 
many  degrees  of  allowance,  and  given,  at  least,  all 
the  consideration  they  deserve. 

My  objections,  sir,  to  this  bill  are  mainly  to 
the  system  it  attempts  to  perfect  and,,perpetuate, 
rather  than  to  matters  of  detail,  and  therefore  1 
preferred  to  reserve  my  remarks  until  such  time 
as  it  should  be  presented  to  the  House  for  final 
action.  And  even  now  it  is  not  possible  to  de- 
termine what  precise  form  it  will  assume,  as  some 
of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  are  yet  to  be  decided  upon-by  the 
House.  Yet  I  think  itmay  be  now  safely  as- 
sumed that  most  of  the  iinportant  provisions  of 
the  bill  are  settled  as  they  will  be  submitted  for 
the  final  action  of  the  House. 

It  having  been  my  lot  to  enter  first  upon  my 
congressional  duties  after  a  most  infamous  at  tempt 
had  been  made  by  a  formidable  armed  rebellion 
to  break  up  and  destroy  the  Union  and  to  over- 
throw the  best  Governmetit  of  the  earth,  it  has 
been  my  constant  desire  from  the  beginning  to 
give  earnest  and  hearty  sujiport  to  every  measure 
necessary  or  important  to  sustain  the  Government 
in  these  fearful  times.  And  I  will  not  concede 
that  any  one,  even  my  distinguished  colleague, 
who  in  his  great  speech  on  the  gold  bill  made 
such  an  earnest,  effective,  and  patriotic  appeal  to 
the  Congress  and  the  country,  is  influenced  by  a 
more  anxious  desire  to  do  and  to  suffer  everything 
needful  for  the  success  of  our  cause  and  the  sal- 
vation of  our  couiitry.- 

It  is  suggested  that  this  is  no  new  measure,  but 
one  already  decided  and  entered  upon,  and  con- 
sidered necessary  by  that  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment having  charge  of  the  finances,  and  therc- 
forCit  is  unpatriotic  to  oppose  it  or  point  out  its 
imperfections,  if  it  has  any.  Sir,  it  is  not  only 
the  privilege  but  the  duty  of  every  Representa- 
tive carefully  to  examine  and  consider  every  im- 
portant measure  proposed  for  action  here,  whether 
original  or  amendatory,  and  if  he  believes  it  in- 
consistent with  the  genius  of  our  institutions  and 
subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  States  or  the  people, 
then  to  oppose  its  pnssage  with  all  the  power  he 
can  command.  And  I  cannot  understand  how  the 
fact  that  it  is  understood  to  be  determined  upon 
by  the  dominant  party  can  relieve  one  from  such 
responsibility. 

At  the  time  the  bill  for  which  this  is  sought  to 
be  substituted  was  presented  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  it  was  urged 
as  an  imminent  necessity;  and  realizing  as  we 
all  did  then,  and  do  now,  the  importance  to  our 
national  existence  of  the  financial  question,  it  is 
not  improbable  that  the  fear  of  doing  a  substan- 
tial injury  to  the  country  by  its  reji'ction  did  more 
to  secure  its  passage  than  any  deliberate  convic- 
tion that  in  itself  it  was  either  wise  or  meritorious. 

The  measure  as  it  was  adopted,  either  from  its 
imperfections  and  absurdities,  or  because  it  was 
not  generally  acceptable,  has  been  so  little  used 
as  to  have  served  no  substantial  purpose  in  sup- 
plying a  currency.  In  fact,  statements  were  made 
upon  this  floor,  duri'ng  the  debate  on  Saturday 
last,  that  it  was  "ineffective  and  inoperative;" 
and  that,  too,  by  a  member  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committeein  favor  of  this  bill,  asfollows: 

"  I  understand  the  olijoct  of  this  bill  to  lie  lo  perfect  tlu; 
existing  law,  the  law  ol'  1863,  wliich,  during  the  past  year, 
has  been  shown  to  be  JMeffective  and  inoperative. 

"I  can  regard  this  in  no  oilier  way  than  as  aneffort  on 
tlip.  part  of  Congress  to  render  etlicient  a  law  now  inoper- 
ative." 

If  this  be  80,  then  of  course  the  object  of  this 
substitute  is  to  give  vitality  and  effect  to  what  i« 
now  supposed  lobe  "  ineirectiveund  inoperative." 


Therefore  it  is  quite  proper  to  discuss  it,  mucii  the 
same  as  if  it  were  an  original  propositioii. 

A  good  while  ago  there  grew  up  in  this. coun- 
try a  national  institution  called  the  United  States 
Bank.  Old  Hickory  .Tuckson  said  it  was  of  un- 
lawful origin,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  insti- 
tutions, and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
jile.  He  swore  by  the  Eternal, and  it  disappeai-ed. 
And  I  should  like  to  know  what  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Peiuisylvania,  the  chairman  of 
the  Ways  and  Means,  who  not  long  ago  |iiayed 
so  earnestly  for  "  six  months  of  the  leatiershipof 
stern  Old  Hickory  Jack.son,"  thinks  he  would 
swear  by  now,  if  he  should  ap[)ear  here  and  I'ead 
this  bill,  knowing  it  was  to  pass  by  the  recom- 
mendation and  vote  of  that  mortal  who  invoked 
his  presence.  The  unprecedented  popularity  and 
indomitable  will  of  the  Hero  of  the  Hermitage 
carried  him  safely  through  his  attack  upon  that 
mighty  monetary  power.  Yet  we  all  remember 
well  how  the  death-throes  of  the  expiring  mon- 
ster caused  apprehetision,  embarrassment,  and 
distress  all  over  the  land.  Sir,  if  that  bank,  with 
its  130,000,000  capital,  was  so  dangerous  to  lib- 
erty, and  required  the  wonderful  energies  of  a 
Jackson  to  jiut  it  down,  what  shall  be  said  of  thi;'! 
mammoth  institution,  with  its  ||300 ,000,000  cap- 
ital and  its  almost  numberless  tributaries,  to  be 
established  in  every  part  of  this  vast  country? 
Verily  here  is  an  instrument  of  executive  patron- 
age and  pov/er  worthy  the  conceptions  of  the  loft- 
iest aspirant. 

Nor  does  the  magnificent  scheme  halt  with  ils 
present  apparent  proportions.  One  of  the  argu- 
ments, which  meets  with  much  favor  among  its 
advocates,  is  thattlj^jlegal-tendersystem, although 
well  enough  in  itself,  was  only  intended  as  a  tem- 
porary expedient,  whereas  the  national  currency 
system,  as  it  is  called,  is  expected  to  become  a 
permanent  institution  and  to  supplant  and  take  the 
place  of  all  the  other  paper  money  of  the  country. 
Whenever  the  State  banks  can  be  annihilated 
then  its  volume  can  be  increased.  So  soon  as  all 
the  legal  tender  can  be  withdrawn  it  can  be  again 
increased.  As  the  country  advances,  and  a  fur- 
ther demand  for  currency  can  be  created,  then  it 
is  to  be  increased  again  and  again  until  the  fertile 
imagination  of  the  financial  and  political  schemer 
and  dreamer-loses  itself  in  the  misty  mazes  ot 
the  distant  future.  And  were  it  not  that  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past,  and  the  sober  consideration 
of  all  practical,  thinking  financial  men  agree  in 
the  inevitable  judgment  that  all  vision.sofan  un- 
limited paper  currency  not  redeemable  in  coin  are 
delusive  and  every  such  system  must  eventually 
explode,  there  might  be  no  end  of  the  amounland 
voluine  to  which  this  so-called  national  currency 
could  be  expanded. 

But  even  if  it  were  ]-)ossible  that  the  vast  min- 
eral resources  of  the  country  could  be  developed 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  provide  a  specie  basis  for 
these  untold  millions  of  paper  money,  what  would 
be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  having  these  five, 
ten,  fifteen,  or  any  imaginable  nuiB  ber  of  hundreds 
of  millions  currency  all  under  the  control  of  one 
man  ?  If  money  is  power — and  I  think  most  men 
believe  it  is — then  here4s  |io wer  such  as  never  yet 
existed  on  earth,  except  in  the  busy  imagination. 

In  this  vision  of  monetary  power,  let  some  man 
appear  at  the  head  of  affairs  snfliciently  able  and 
wicked  to  direct  skillfully  this  vast  machinery 
with  a  view  to  control  elections;  what  would  be 
the  consequence?  Is  not  the  answer  apparent? 
Is  it  necessary  lo  go  fiu-ther  and  consider  exactly 
how  ho  would  pull  the  wires  upon  these  millions 
of  banks,  and  how  with  untold,  fabulous  sums  of 
money, and  the  thousand  insidious  influences  that 
money  can  commaiul,  the  election  would  be  con- 
trolled? And  at  last,  when  it  was  apparent  that 
the  foundations  of  free  government  were  being 
undermined  and  destroyed  by  this  stealthy,  irre- 
sistible, and  ungovernable  monster  of  onr  own 
creation,  let  some  enthusiastic,  self-sacrificing  pa- 
triot, with  courage  enough  to  speak  out,  call  for 
a  Jackson  to  overthrow  it,  and  let  a  greater  than 
Jackson  appear,  and  what  could  ho  do?  I  tell 
you  a  whole  army  of  Jacksons  would  be  impo- 
tent against  such  a  system,  if  once  advanced  to 
that  position  pictured  for  it  in  the  expanded  im- 
agination of  its  projector.  It  would  be  impervi- 
ous to  poli'ical  attack,  and  would  only  fall  with 
its  own  unwieldy  weight  or  for  the  want  of  sufT 
ciciil  fiumdation. 
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Experience  has  shown  often  during  this  war 
that  measures  urged  as  of  the  utmost  immediate 
importance,  were  not  only  unnecessary,  but  of 
the  most  mischievousand  alarming  character.  Of 
ail  the  measures  urged  upon  Congress  as  indis- 
pensable to  the  salvation  of  the  country,  none 
came  heralded  with  more  pompous  demands  for 
our  support  than  the  odious,  unnecessary,  and 
oppressive  conscription  bill  of  the  last  session. 
It  was  proclaimed  to  the  world  and  announced  to 
\his  House  that  it  had  passed  the  Senate  without 
an  opposing  vote,  and  that  whoever  opposed  it 
hero  would  be  considered  little  better  than  a  trai- 
tor to  his  country.  And  it  was  mainly  because 
of  this  offensive  demand  made  upon  members  for 
the  support  of  the  measure  that  I  felt  bound,  al- 
though just  up  from  a  severe  sickness,  to  state, 
as  I  did  upon  this  floor,  some  of  my  objections  to 
it.  As  was  anticipated  by  many  of  us,  it  turned 
out  a  practical  failure,  and  was  productive  of  the 
most  alarming  consequences. 

The  present  bill  is  not  kss  dangerous  to  the 
permanent  prosperity  of  free  government  than 
was  that  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  society. 
They  are  both  calculated  to  subvert  the  liberties 
of  the  people  and  centralize  power  in  the  General 
Government  at  the  ex^^ense  of  tlie  reserved  rights 
of  the  Slates  and  the  people.  And  both  alike, 
having  failed  to  answer  the  expectations  of  their 
supporters,  are  sought  to  be  bolstered  up  and  per- 
petuated by  alterations  and  amendments  which 
do  not  change  their  character  or  obviate  the  most 
substantial  and  important  objections  tp  their  pro- 
visions. 

If  this  measure  could  be  carried  into  success- 
ful operation,  and  the  f 300, 000, 000 currency  pro- 
posed be  substituted  for  the  same  amountof  legal 
lender,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  howtheTreas- 
ury  would  experience  great  relief  after  paying 
interest  on  the  money  thus  withdrawn  and  which 
it  now  has  without  interest,  in  addition  to  the 
very  considerable  cx|)enses  of  the  new  system, 
and  the  cost  and  inconvenience  of  the  chatige. 

Section  one  of  the  bill  provides  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Comptroller,  &c.,  as  follows: 

He  sliall  bo  appointed  by  the  Prt^sidcnt,  on  the  recom- 
mcndalioii  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treapiiry,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  shall  hold  his 
office  for  the  term  of  five  years  unless  sooner  removed  by 
the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate.  lie  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  §'3,000.  He 
shall  haveacompetent  deputy, appointed  bythe  Secretary, 
whose  salary  shall  be  $2,500,  and  who  shall  possess  the 
power  and  perform  the  duties  attached  l>y  law  to  the  office 
of  Comptroller  durini;  a  vacancy  in  such  office  and  during 
his  absence  or  inability.  Me  shall  employ  f»)m  time  to  time 
the  necessary  clerks  to  discharjie  such  duties  as  he  shall 
direct,  which  clerks  shall  be  appointed  and  classified  bythe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  tlie  manner  now  provided  by 
law. 

Thus  at  the  outset  we  have  a  permanent  officer 
with  a  salary  of  ^5,000  per  annum,  anotlier  at 
$2,500,  and  a  small  army  of  clerks,  unlimited  in 
number,  in  addition  to  the  expensesof  providing 
the  bills  for  circulation  and  divers  other  things, 
nil  to  be  paid  by  the  Government. 

If,  however,  it  is  supposed  to  be  a  sufficient  an- 
swer to  this  apparent  expense  and  loss  to  the  Gov- 
ernment to  say  that  it  is  not  for  one  unacquainted 
with  the  intricacies  and  mysteries  of  finance  to 
question  the  wisdom  of  superior  knowledge,  that 
will  scarcely  be  accepted  as  a  sufficient  answer  to 
important  constitutional  objections  and  the  im- 
policy and  unsafety  of  placing  all  the  banks  and 
the  entire  banking  capital  of  the  country  under 
the  control  of  the  executive  department  of  the 
General  Government  or  one  of  its  branches. 

It  is  not  denied  that  it  is  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  this  system,  if  successful,  to  compel  all 
tne  State  Imnks  to  suspend  business  as  such,  and 
come  under  the  new  arrangement,  or  give  place 
to  such  as  will.  State  banks  are  older  than  the 
Government  itself.  They  have  not  only  been  ac- 
cepted and  regarded  as  lawful  State  institutions 
by  the  authors  and  contemporaneous  expounders 
of  the  Constitution,  but  have  been  repeatedly  de- 
cided to  l)e  so  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  great  State  of  New  York,  the  Empire  State 
of  this  Union,  and  the  district  I  represent,  are 
largely  interested  in  this  question.  We  have  many 
banks,  founded  upon  a  system  which  has  served  as 
amodel  forthe  one  now  underconsideration.  They 
have  furnished  usa  safe  and  convcnicntcurrcncy. 
Our  people  have  confidence  in  them,  so  much  so 
that  they  greatly  prefer  them  to  the  national  cur- 


rency. They  pay  a  very  large  proportion  of  our 
taxes;  and  we  cannot  understand  what  authority 
the  General  Government  has,  either  by  a  sudden 
blow  or  ahngcring  torture,  to  destroy  such  valu- 
able State  institutions  and  substitute  others,  creat- 
ures of  the  national  Government,  and  substan- 
tially exempted  from  local  taxation.  About  one 
tenth  of  the  entire  taxable  property  of  the  Stj^te 
of  New  York  is  in  the  State  banks,  and  in  many 
localities  a  much  larger  proportion.  Suppose  this 
system  to  be  perfected,  and  that  amount  of  prop- 
erty relieved  from  local  taxation;  how  are  the 
other  tax-payers  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in 
these  times  of  alarming  expenditure.'  And  if 
lawful  State  institutions  of  such  magnitude  and 
importance  to  the  States  and  the  people  can  be 
directly  or  indirectly  stricken  down  by  Federal 
legislation,  what  safety  is  there  for  any  local  or 
individual  right? 

And  again,  perfect  your  system;  let  capital- 
ists invest  in  these  banks;  establish  a  privileged 
class  of  moneyed  men  in  every  vicinity  exempted 
from  local  taxation:  as  taxes  increase  and  be- 
come more  and  more  onerous,  a  feeling  of  dissat- 
isfaction, discontent,  and  ill-will  toward  the  class 
supposed  to  be  unfairly  protected  from  taxation 
will  grow  up  among  the  masses  of  the  people, 
likely  to  result  in  violence  and  blood,  arson  and  an- 
archy.' There  is  not,  it  is  true,  in  this  bill  any  lan- 
guage which  in  terms  disposes  of  the  State  banks. 
It  will  be  well  remembered,  however,  that  the  bill 
of  the  last  Congress  for  which  this  is  a  substitute 
was  speedily  followed  by  another  aiming  a  death- 
blow at  the  State  banks  by  the  way  of  taxation; 
and  if  we  may  argue  of  the  future  by  the  past,  we 
have  a  right  to  presume  this  will  be  immediately 
followed  by  another  taxing  the  State  banks  to 
such  an  extent  that  they  cannot  live  as  such. 

In  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  2d  in- 
stant the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Henry  Winter  Davis]  said: 

"  I  confess  I  foresee  a  serious  struggle  to  take  place  be- 
tween the  banks  that  we  are  providing  for  and  the  existing 
State  organizations.  It  is  iiripossible  that  the  State  insti- 
tutions can  be  allowed  to  stand  side  by  side  with  those 
we  are  about  to  create.  It  is  plain  that  either  in  this  bill 
or  in  the  tax  bill  stringent  provisions  will  be  adopted  to  drive 
from  existence  the  State  institutions." 

From  this  statement,  made  openly  upon  this 
floor,  and  not  denied  or  commented  upon  by  the 
friends  of  this  measure,  it  seems  to  be  generally 
conceded,  and  unless  it  is  now  denied  by  those 
who  know,  1  shall  assume  that  such  is  the  case. 
The  efforts  and  the  sacrifices  of  the  State  banks 
to  serve  the  Government  in  its  time  of  need,  and 
the  fact  that  they  have  several  times,  and  as  often 
as  called  upon,  come  promptly  to  the  relief  of  the 
Government  in  its  extremity,  was  remarked  upon 
by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Brooks]  the  other  day; 
and  I  will  not  enlarge  upon  it  now,  except  to  say 
that  in  every  instance  when  money  has  been 
wanted  to  fill  up  the  regiments  and  the  quotas 
sent  from  the  district  1  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent on  this  floor,  our  local  banks.  State  insti- 
tutions, have  immediately  and  voluntarily  fur- 
nished all  the  money  required  for  such  purpose; 
and  under  the  last  call  some,  if  not  all  of  them, 
have  done  so  to  the  extent  of  fiearly  one  fourth 
of  their  entire  capital. 

And  it  would  seem  that,  aside  from  the  fact 
that  Congress  has  no  constitutional  right  or  au- 
thority to  interfere  with  and  destroy  lawful  State 
institutions,  it  is  a  poor  return  for  such  patriotic 
devotion  and  the  most  important  services  which 
have,  more  than  once,  saved  the  very  life  of  the 
nation,  to  proceed  deliberately  and  resolutely  to 
cripple  and  eventually  destroy  them;  especially 
when  it  is  believed  the  Government  could  provide 
for  its  necessities  even  better  by  a  continuation 
of  the  legal-tender  system  at  present  in  use,  and 
that  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  the  proposed 
change,  except  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
pet  system  increasing  executive  patronage,  and, 
uy  breaking  down  State  institiutions  and  weak- 
ening the  sovereignty  of  States  in  the  manage- 
ment and  control  of  their  internal  and  local  affairs, 
make  another  grand  stride  in  the  direction  of  a 
consolidated  Government  and  the  centralization  of 
power. 

The  old  argument  in  favor  of  a  national  bank, 
that  of  giving  a  uniform  currency,  is  urged  now, 
and  yet  it  seems  apparent  that  the  legal  tender 
lias  advantages  over  the  proposed  system.  It  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  all  men  will  be  able  to 


manage  the  business  of  banking  successfully;  and, 
if  not,  then  undoubtedly  some  of  these  banks  will 
soon  be  compelled  to  go  into  liquidation;  and 
whenever  that  occurs,  no  one  can  doubt  that  the 
delay  in  realizing,  upon  notes  scattered,  as  they 
will  be  if  used  as  currency,  all  over  the  country, 
will  cause  depreciation  and  distrust.  Then,  again, 
bills  redeemable  at  a  distance,  even  if  there  is  no 
other  objection  to  them,  will  pass,  if  at  all,  at  a 
discount.  And  instead  of  having  a  currency  like 
the  present  legal  tender,  good  alike  in  all  the 
States,  it  will  soon  be  found  necessary  to  discrim- 
inate between  the  paying  and  the  non-paying 
banks,  and  between  those  bills  redeemable  near 
at  hand  and  at  far-off  places. 

In  support  of  the  proposition  that  the  banks  of 
this  new.creation  will  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  therefore  to  that 
extent  subject  to  its  control  and  dictation,  I  de- 
sire to  call  attention  to  the  following  sections  of 
the  bill. 

Section  twelve  contains  the  following: 
And  the  Comptroller  shall  have  authority  to  withhold 
from  an  association  his  certificate  authorizing  the  com- 
mencement of  business,  whenever  he  shall  have  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  shareholders  thereof  have  formed  the  same 
for  any  other  than  the  legitimate  objects  contemplated  by 
this  act. 

Section  thirteen,  as  follows: 

Provided,  That  by  no  such  reduction  shall  its  capital  be 
brought  below  the  amount  of  its  outstanding  circulation, 
nor  shall  any  such  reduction  be  made  until  the  amount  of 
the  proposed  reduction  has  been  reported  to  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Currency  and  his  approval  thereof  obtained. 

Section  seventeen  provides  for  examination, 
report  of  directors,  «&c. 

Sec.  18.  ^hd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if,  upon  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  facts  so  reported,  and  o(  any  other 
facts  which  may  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Comptrol- 
ler, whether  by  means  of  a  special  commission  appointed 
by  him  for  the  purpose  of  Inquiring  into  the  condition  of 
such  association  or  otherwise,  it  shall  appear  that  such  as- 
sociation is  lawfully  entitled  to  commence  the  business  of 
banking,  the  Comptroller  shall  give  to  such  association  a 
certificate,  &c. 

Two  of  these  sections  give  a  discretion  to  the 
Comptroller  or  Secretary  which  is  unlimited,  and 
may  be  exercised  so  as  to  |)revent  the  organiza- 
tion of  any  association  not  desired  by  the  head  of 
the  Department.  And  the  other  giv..»  authority 
to  consent  to  or  prevent  the  reduction  of  the  cap- 
ital. 

Sec.  45.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  associations 
under  this  act,  when  designated  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  be  depositaries  of  public 
money,  except  receipts  from  customs,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  may  be  prescribed  bythe  Secretary;  and  they  may 
also  be  employed  as  financial  agents  of  the  Government, 
and  tliey  shall  perform  all  such  reasonable  duties  as  de- 
positaries of  public  moneys  and  financial  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ermnent  as  may  be  required  of  them.  And  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  may  require  of  the  associations  thus  desig- 
nated satisfactory  security  by  the  deposit  of  United  States 
bonds  for  the  sale-keeping  and  prompt  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic money  deposited  with  them,  and  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance, of  their  duties  as  financial  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Under  this  provision  some  can  be  benefited 
and  others  punished  by  the  favors  which  can  be 
extended  to  one  and  withheld  from  another,  or 
changed  from  one  to  another,  in  the  discretion  of 
the  Secretary.  And  any  amountof  deposits  may 
be  removed  from  one  locality  to  another  at  any 
moment,  thereby  materially  afl^ecting  the  value  of 
stocks  and  other  property  in  different  localities,  at 
the  mere  will  and  pleasure  of  the  head  of  the  De- 
partment. As  the  sub-Treasury  system  is  not, 
more  than  the  State  banks,  directly  attacked  in 
terms  by  this  bill,  it  may  be  claimed  that  there  is 
no  intention  to  interfere  with  it;  yet  it  is  difficult  jL 
to  understand  what  is  to  prevent  its  being  sub-  ,S 
stantially  abandoned  under  the  provisions  referred  '* 
to.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  merits  of  that  measure.  It  has  been 
tried  and  approved  by  the  judgment  of  the  coun- 
try, and  more  than  once  indorsed  by  the  people; 
and  no  one  recently,  bo  far  as  I  know,  has  ven- 
tured to  attack  it  openly.  And  it  may  not  be  amiss 
simply  to  say  that,  in  addition  to  its  safety,  it 
woulil,  if  properly  continued,  prevent  the  mis- 
chievous consequences  anticipated  from  large 
Government  deposits  with  pet  banks,  and  the 
changes  from  bank  to  bank  and  from  place  to 
place. 

Skc.  54.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Curroncy,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  as  often  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  or 
proper,  shall  appoint  a  suitable  person  or  persons  to  make 
an  examlnailonof  theafTalrsof  every  banking  association, 
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wliicli  person  shall  not  be  a  director  or  other  officer  In  any 
association  wliose  affairs  lie  shall  be  appointed  to  examine, 
and  who  sliall  have  power  to  make  a  thorough  examina- 
tion into  all  the  affairs  of  the  association,  and  in  doing  so 
to  examine  any  of  the  officers  and  agents  tliercof  on  oath  ; 
and  shall  make  a  full  and  detailed  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  association  to  the  Comptroller.  And  the  association 
shall  not  be  subject  to  any  otliervisitorialpowej-s  than  such 
as  are  authorized  by  this  act,  except  such  as  are  vested  in 
the  several  courts  of  law  and  chancery.  And  every  person 
appointed  to  make  such  examination  shall  receive  for  his 
services  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  for  each  day  by  him  em- 
ployed in  such  examination,  and  two  dollars  for  every 
twenty-five  miles  he  shall  necessarily  travel  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty,  which  ihall  be  paid  by  the  association  by 
him  examined. 

Under  this  power  of  examination  any  one  of 
these  institutions  that  happens  to  incur  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  Departmentcan  be  brokendown  by 
sending  persons  "  to  make  an  examination  of  the 
affairs, "&c.,  which  may  beordered  by  the  Comp- 
troller with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary,  at 
any  time;  and  if  one  set  of  persons  appointed  to 
examine  as  long  as  titey  choose,  who  must  be  paid 
five  dollars  a  day  each ,  and  two  dollars  for  every 
twenty-five  miles  traveled,  by  the  institution  un- 
dergoing the  examination,  and  the  discredit  of 
)ieing  subjected  to  such  examination,  and  the  ex- 
penses attending  it,  cannot  break  down  the  insti- 
tution the  first  lime  trying,  it  may  be  repeated  ad 
infinitum,  until  the  desired  result  is  accomplished. 
And  who  can  doubt  the  influence  that  might  be 
exerted  in  consequence  ofsuch  power  in  the  hands 
of  one  who  chose  to  use  it.' 

It  seems  to  have  been  forgotten,  sir,  in  these 
days  of  much  talk  about  liberty  and  continual 
priictice  of  Federal  usurpation,  that  this  is  a  Gov- 
ernment of  the  people;  that  all  the  lawful  au- 
thority of  the  governors  comes  from  the  consent 
of  the  governed;  in  other  words,  that  the  power 
proceeds  from  the  people  and  the  States  to  the 
General  Government,  instead  of  going  from"  the 
General  Government  to  the  States  and  the  people. 
If  this  is  so,' then  it  follows  that  all  enactments 
reversing  this  order,  or  tending  to  impair  the  law- 
ful authority  of  the  States  within  their  own  sev- 
eral jurisdictions,  or  to  encroach  upon  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  people,  are  anti-democratic,  anti- 
republican. 

And  while  I  am  for  restoringand  preserving  the 
Union  as  we  received  it  from  our  fathers  and  en- 
joyed it  ourselves  for  many  year.s,  at  any  cost, 
at  any  sacrifice,  short  of  a  surrender  of  our  lib- 
erties and  our  personal  and  local  rights;  and 
while  I  should  have  very  little  hope  of  liberty  in 
a  permanent  Government  of  the  people  without 
the  Union,  I  see  no  use  of  and  have  no  desire  for 
a  Union  without  liberty;  and  if  we  must  surren- 
der all  our  vested  rights,  and  give  up  that  liberty 
which  alone  made  the  old  Union  glorious,  in  or- 
der to  purchase  it  back,  then,  I  say,  the  price  is 
too  great. 

I  will  not  concede,  as  did  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Brooks,]  that  Massachusetts  is  supreme,  yet  I 
know  she  is  mighty  in  these  days;  and  I  appeal 
to  her  to  remember  the  teachings  of  her  own  great 
statesman, and  not  sacrifice  liberty  even  upon  the 
altar  of  the  Union.  But  give  us  "liberty  and 
Union,  one  and  inseparable,  now  and  forever." 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  understand  from  what 
is  said  by  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House  that  they'are  anxious  to  have  the  whole 
substitute  printed.  All  I  have  to  say  is  that  that 
will  make  a  great  deal  of  printing  for  a  very  little 
matter.  The  only  difference  between  the  bill  as 
amended  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  and 
that  which  is  offered  as  a  substitute  is,  that  in  the 
substitute  the  rate  of  interest  is  restored  precisely 
to  what  it  was  before  and  as  it  was  printed  in  the 
original  bill,  and  the  clause  in  reference  to  State 
and  municipal  taxation  is  inserted  in  the  substi- 
tute. These  are  the  only  two  items  changed  by 
the  substitute  from  the  bill  as  it  now  is.  Now, 
if  gentlemen  think  it  will  be  sufficient  to  print 
those  two  amendments,  it  will  save  a  great  deal 
of  printing. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  inquire  whether  the  sub- 
stitute has  in  it  the  section  in  reference  to  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  which  was  in  the  original  bill  ? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  leaves  out  the  sixty-third 
section,  which  relates  to  the  Bank  of  Commerce, 
but  contains  a  provision  which  was  adopted  by 
tlie  committee. 

Mr.  COX.  The  general  provision  which  em- 
brucea  all  l)Hnks  ? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  general  provision  as 
adopted  by  the  committee  is  in  tho  substitute. 


The  substitute  restores. the  uniform  rate  of  inter- 
est, and  leavesout  the  clause  relating  to  State  and 
municipal  taxation  of  banks.  But  I  have  no  kind 
of  objection,  if  gentlemen  desire  to  have  the  whole 
substitute  printed. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  We  have  the  bill  now  printed 
in  the  form  in  which  it  was  laid  before  the  House, 
and  also  in  a  quarto  form.  Now,  as  the  type  are 
probably  standing,  it  will  not  cost  twenty-five 
dollars  to  have  the  substitute  printed.  We  can- 
not act  intelligently  unless  we  have  the  original 
bill  and  amendments — the  amendments  in  italics 
— and  the  proposed  substitute  printed.  To  the 
original  bill  there  are  thirty  or  forty  amendments, 
and  we  cannot  well  consider  them  until  they  are 
printed.  We  have,  in  fact,  trusted  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hooper] 
with  the  making  of  this  bill,  and  1  have  no  doubt 
he  has  made  it  as  he  thinks,  well,  but  it  is  the 
right  of  the  House — as  we  intend  to  call  the  yeas 
and  nays — to  know  upon  each  separate  amend- 
ment what  they  are  voting  on.  It  will  be  easy 
for  the  Public  Printer  to  lay  this  bill,  either  in  this 
form,  or  in  the  quarto  form,  upon  our  tables  to- 
morrow at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  no  desire  that  the 
House  shall  act  in  the  dark  without  time  to  ex- 
amine the  matter.  I  made  a  suggestion  to  the 
House  in  reference  to  printing  the  two  amend- 
ments contained  in  the  substitute,  because  that 
would  be  a  little  less  expensive,  but  to  me  it  is  of 
no  importance  which  course  is  pursued  on  any 
other  account.  After  I  have  moved  the  previous 
question  and  it  Is  seconded,  the. gentleman  who 
reported  the  bill  [Mr.  Hooper]  will  have  an  hour, 
and  then  I  will  move  to  postpone  the  bill  and  allow 
it  to  go  over  till  to-morrow,  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  substitute  can  be  printed.  1  do  not  myself 
intend  to  occupy  much  time  to-morrow.  If  the 
substitute  which  substantially  restores  the  original 
bill  shall  be  adopted,  it  will  be  an  improvement 
upon  the  old  law  as  it  now  stands.  It  will  give 
a  liniformily  of  interest  throughout  the  various 
States,  and  the  question  of  taxation  will  be  the 
same  as  it  now  is  in  the  original  bill.  If  the  sub- 
stitute is  adopted  the  only  real  amendment  except 
those  that  are  mainly  verbal  will  be  that  of  a  uni- 
form rate  of  interest.  If,  however,  the  House 
does  not  desire  to  have  a  uniform  system,  thenl 
see  no  kind  of  use  in  pressing  this  bill  further. 
I  shall  consider  the  vote  on  the  substitute  as  a 
test  vote  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  like  to  make  one  sugges- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  The 
members  upon  this  side  of  the  House  desire  sep- 
arate votes  upon  two  or  three  of  the  amendments 
adopted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.  They  are  in  fact  contained  in  the 
substitute  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
or  at  least  it  involves  the  same  questions.  I  hope 
that  by  unanimous  consent  the  gentleman  will 
agree  to  give  us  a  vote  by  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
propositions  about  taxation,  interest,  and  the 
Bank  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  I  understand  the  rules  of 
the  House  aright,  every. gentleman  has  a  right  to 
call  for  a  separate  vote  on  each  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  can  be  a  separate  vote 
on  each  amendment.  The  Chair  will  state,  in  or- 
der that  the  House  may  not  be  taken  by  surprise 
to-morrow,  that  if  the  substitute  is  moved  to-day, 
and  the  previous  question  is  sustained  upon  the 
substitute,  and  the  amendments  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stateof  the  Union, 
then  the  previous  question  cannot  be  reconsidered 
until  it  is  exhausted,  if  the  House  shall  adopt 
a  part  of  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
W  hole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  and  reject  a  part, 
the  substitute  cannot  then  be  altered.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  the  previous  question  is  demanded  on 
the  amendments  alone,  it  will  exhaust  itself  when 
the  amendments  are  disposed  of,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  can  then  move  the  sub- 
stitute in  any  shape  he  sees  fit. 

Mr.  COX.  The  vote  will  first  be  taken  on  the 
amendments  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  Certainly,  so  ij^  to  perfect 
the  original  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  call  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  I  suppose  I  had  better  do  it  only  on  the 
nmendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BROOKS.   Will  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 


sylvania allow  me  an  opportunity  to  say  a  word.' 
because  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  those  of  us 
who  are  opposed  to  this  whole  business  to  explain 
what  we  are  after. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  yield  for  a  moment  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Our  opposition  to  this  measure 
has  been  manifest.  We  know  that  the  existing 
law  will  be  the  law  of  the  country  unless  some 
further  legislation  takes  place.  We  are  aware  of 
that;  but  if  this  bill  is  killed  the  original  system 
will  in  the  end,  by  the  action  of  this  Congress,  be 
also  killed,  save  as  to  the  existing  banks.  What 
we  desire  is  to  do  away  with  the  pnO,000,000  of 
bank  currency,  and  that  if  the  Government  de- 
sires more  currency  it  be  legal-tender  currency; 
in  other  words,  that  the  currency  be  made  by  the 
Government  and  not  by  the  banlfs.  That  is  what 
we  are  after. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  opposition  of  gentlemen 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  is  perfectly  legit- 
imate. They,  of  course,  were  opposed  to  this 
system  from  the  start,  and  it  is  not  at  all  surpris- 
ing that  they  are  opposed  to  it  now.  The  gentle- 
men are  pursuing  a  perfectly  legitimate  and  con- 
sistent course  in  opposing  the  measures  recom- 
mended by  the  Administration. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  want  to  understand  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  1  wish 
to  know  if  he  meant  to  include  the  circulation  of 
the  State  banks  also,  and  to  say  that  there  shall 
be  no  circulation  issued  either  by  these  banks  or 
by  the  State  banks,  and  that  the  whole  circulation 
shall  be  legal  tender? 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  will  explain  to  the  gentle- 
man. My  theory,  and  the  theory,  I  suppose,  of 
the  gentlemen  who  are  now  associated  with  me, 
is  that  in  this  Federal  Congress  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with  State  banks;  that  that  is  a  matter  for 
State  legislation  and  dependent  upon  the  State 
governments.  We  are  not  legislating  for  the 
States.  What  I  mean  to  say  is  that  if  the  Gov- 
ernment desires  more  paper  money  and  deems  it 
necessary  we  prefer  it  in  the  form  of  legal  tender 
created  by  the  Government  rather  than  in  a  cur- 
rency created  by  the  banks. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  What  1  wish  to  know  is  if  the 
gentleman  intends  that  the  State  banks  shall  share 
with  the  Government  the  right  to  furnish  this 
circulation.' 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  think  I  have  answered  the 
gentleman's  question. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  myself  would  prefer  legal 
tender  to  the  circulation  of  these  banks,  either 
State  or  national.  I  will  join  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  in  a  measure  of  that  kind,  for  the 
issue  of  what  shall  take  the  place  of  the  circulat- 
ing medium  of  the  banks  of  this  country,  so  as  to 
put  the  legal-tender  notes  in  a  better  shape  and 
make  them  more  beneficial  to  the  Government.  1 
should  have  some  little  fear  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  will  not  be  able  to  take  enough 
of  his  friends  with  him  on  that  side  of  the  House 
to  countervail  the  few  gentlemen  on  this  side  who 
always  think  and  act  for  themselves,  and  we 
should  lose  them  both.  Hence  it  is  that  I  am  for 
taking  a  vote  on  this  first;  and  now  I  move  the 
previous  question  on  the  amendments  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.    " 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments, with  the  substitute  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,]  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  substitute  is  not  before 
the  House,  but  if  there  be  no  amendment  it  can 
be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments as  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  together  with 
Mr.  Stevens's  substitute,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  substitute  is  received 
for  the  purpose  of  being  printed,  and  also  to  be 
voted  on  as  one  of  the  amendments;  but  the  pre- 
vious question  will  be  exhausted  before  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  is  reached;  and  then  ifthe gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  desires  to  amend  it  he 
caii  do  so. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  moiion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
four  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the  House  adjourned. 
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IN  SKNATE. 
Wednesday,  ^ipril  6,  1864. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Marke. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  wfts  read  and  approved. 
EXI^CUTIVK  COMMUNICATION. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     The   Chair  will 
present  a  communication   from  the  Secretary  of 
liie  Interior.     Tiie  Chair  will  also  state  thai  the 
communication  was  received  yesterday,  but  not 
in  season  to  present  to  the  Senate  without  an  in- 
terruption of  the  ordinary  business. 
The  communication  was  read,  as  follows: 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

VVasiiington,  Jlpril  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlic  honor  to  inlorm  the  Senate,  in  reply  to 
their  resolution  ol'  this  date,  liiat  I  am  not  aware,  nor  have 
I  an.''  reason  to  believe,  that  since  the  passage  of  a  law 
creatiim  the  odice  of  warden  of  the  jail  in  llie  District  of 
Cohnnhiii,  ihere  has  been  any  neglect  or  refusal  of  llie  mar- 
shal of  the  District  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  District  or 
judgments  of  ihe  court ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  appre 
hoiisive  that  his  contiiiniiig,  since  the  passage  of  said  act, 
to  detain  persons  i?i  ihejail  may  be  regarded  as  being  with- 
out siiflicicnt  authority  of  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  J.  P.  USHER, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior- 
linn.  Hannibal  Hamlin,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HALE.     Let  it  lie  on  the  table. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  jiresented  nine  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Minnesota,  praying  for  the  amendment 
of  the  act  of  Congress  granting  lands  to  that  State 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  so  as  to 
allow  the  building  of  a  road  froin  Winona,  via 
St.  Peter  or  Mankato,  to  the  Big  Sioux  river, 
south  of  the  forty-fifth  parallel  of  north  latitude; 
which  were'  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

RESOLUTIONS  FROM  CALIFORNIA. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  hold  in  my  hand,  sir,  for 
presentation,  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  California.  They  are  some- 
what remarkable,  Mr.  President,  in  character,  and 
I  shall  be  pardoned  for  saying  a  very  few  words 
upon  their  introduction. 

These  resolutions  relate  to  the  condition  of  the 
country,  and  give  expression  to  the  position  of 
the  people  of  California  upon  that  great  subject. 
Tliey  come,  too,  singularly,  or  with  remarkable 
coincidence,  at  a  time  when  this  body  is  engaged 
in  the  consideration  of  a  subject  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  was  ever  considered  by  a  delib- 
erative body.  I  mean  the  ainendment to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  providing  for  the 
expurgation  from  our  political  system  of  the  poi- 
son that  has  infected  it,  providing  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery. 

These  resolutions,  I  say,  come  at  this  time  as 
if  by  a  remarkable  coincidence,  as  if  pre|mrtd  Uy 
the  Almighty  hand.  They  come  from  thcfarth- 
est-oft' Slate  in  tlie  Union.  They  come  from  a 
State  that  but  recently  was  represented,  at  least 
in  this  body,  by  halting  opinions  upon  the  great 
national  question.  They  express  no  mixed  opin- 
ions, but  are  in  accord  with  the  [irogress  of  the 
time  and  the  age  we  live  in.  I  need  not  say,  sir,  that 
they  will  be  a  sufficient  expression  of  my  senti- 
ments upon  the  great  question  before  tlfis  body  — 
1  mean  the  amendment  of  the  national  Constitu- 
tion— and  1  indorse  the  sentiments  and  opinions 
lliey  contain.  1  now  present  tlietn,  and  ask  that 
liiey  be  road,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Secretary  read  the  resolutions,  as  follows: 
Aspcmhly  Concurrent  Resolutions,  No.  13. 

Resolved  hy  the  .,1sfemfily,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  1. 
That  tite  people  of  the  .Stale  of  California  are  uneonipro 
miKtiiKly  loyal;  and  that  wo  repudiate  the  political  heresy 
of  State  Buprtniacy  when  hrouglit  in  ccmflicl  with  Federal 
nutliorily,  holding  that  each  has  Its  propersphi're  ;  bin  that 
111  all  naliiiiial  aftairs  the  Constitution,  and  Ihe  laws  of  llii! 
United  .States  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  are  the  siipreim; 
law  of  tin.'  land,  and  which  no  .Stiite,  cither  by  legislation, 
judicial  decision,  or  otherwise,  can  disobey,  conlroverl,  or 
evade,  wilhout  violating  this  great  fundainental  principle 
of  oiirtioveriiment,  for  the  maintenance  of  which  the  peo- 
ple oflhis  .-^laie  are  prepared  to  die  rather  llian  surreiuler. 

2.  'J'liHt  the  rebellion  is  a  warof  the  southern  »lav(!-owii. 
iiig  arimocracy  against  the  democracy  of  llic  nation,  and  is 
n  blow  struck  against  all  free  governineiit. 

.'!.  That  we  Itiilorse  all  Ihe  measures  of  the  Adniini.«tra- 
tlon  adopted  for  lln-  purpose  of  subduing  Ihe  present  most 
wicked  rebellion  ;  and,  first,  we  indorse  Ihc  abolition  of 
Bhivery  In  Ihe  Di'sIikI  of  ('olumbia;  second,  we  indorse 
the  aei  making  free  from  slaviry  all  territory  belonging  to 
llie  t'liltrdSlalcH  ;  third,  we  Indorse  llie  e(mllscaiui|i  net ; 
fourth,  wc  iiidoriic  the  cnnxcriplioii  law  ;  liflh,  wc  indorse 


the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  Au^eas  corpus;  sixth,  wc  In- 
dorse the  enlistment  of  negro  soldiers  to  fight  in  our  na- 
tional armies ;  seventh,  we  indorse  the  noble  stand  taken 
by  President  Lincoln,  that  all  who  wear  the  uniform  of  the 
Union  slrill  receive  the  same  protection  ;  eighth,  we  indorse 
the  tinaneial  policy  of  the  Government  and  the  legal-tender 
law  as  the  great  administrative  measures  for  successfully 
carrying  on  the  war  against  the  rebellion,  and  which  we 
pledge  ourselves  to  defend  and  uphold  ;  ninth,  we  indorse 
the  policy  of  establishing  military  governments  in  the  re- 
volted States,  as  lueessary  to  enable  the  President  to  see 
that  the  laws  therein  are  faithfully  executed  ;  tenth,  wc 
indorse  the  act  admitting  Western  Virginia  into  the  Union. 

4.  That  we  indorse  the  proclamation  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  of  January  1,  1863,  declaring  the  slaves 
in  all  the  territory  which  itcovers  foreverfree  ;  and  wc  hold 
that  its  operation  is  not  contingent  upon  the  occupation  of 
any  territory  by  the  national  arms,  but  that  it  issplf-actiiig, 
and  gives  to  each  slave  a  full  and  complete  legal  title  to  free- 
dom, and  we  will  never  consent  that  they  shall,  for  any 
purpose  or  for  any  end,  be  returned  to  their  former  condi- 
tion of  bondage;  but  we  pledge  ourselves  to  stand  by  and 
support  President  Lincoln  in  his  noble  determination  to 
maintain  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation  inviolate,  as  ex- 
))resscd  in  his  last  message,  when  he  says,  "  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  retractor  modify  the  emancipation  proclamation, 
nor  sliall  1  return  to  slavery  any  person  who  is  free  by  the 
terms  of  the  proclamation,  or  by  any  act  of  Congress." 

5.  That  we  indorse  the  plan  of  reconstruction  as  set  forth 
in  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  and  appended  to  his 
last  message;  first,  because  it  establishes  in  ihe  rebellious 
States  now  under  the  national  flag,  or  that  may  come  under 
it,  a  rallying  point  for  the  organization  of  all  loyal  men  ; 
second,  because  it  guards  and  protects  the  emancipated 
slave  against  the  possibility  of  reenslavenient ;  third,  be- 
cause it  will  enable  the  United  States  to  practically  guar- 
anty to  every  State  to  wliich  it  applies  a  republican  form  of 
government,  and  to  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion  ; 
fourth,  because  it  points  out  a  mode  by  which  the  deluded 
masses  of  the  rebellious  Stales  may  reinrn  to  their  alle- 
giance with  the  restoration  of  all  their  rights,  while  it  re- 
serves the  right  to  punish  Ihe  guilty  instigators  and  leaders 
of  the  rebellion  for  the  great  crime  they  have  committed  ; 
fifth,  because  it  provides  for  the  support  and  protection  of 
the  freedmen  of  the  rebellious  territory  as  a  condition  pre- 
cedent for  pardon  and  tlie  restoration  of  forfeited  rights; 
sixth,  because  it  presents  a  mode  by  which  the  iiational 
authority  over  every  loyal  State  government  may  be  estab- 
lished, And  the  Slate  thus  restored  10  its  place  in  the  Union  ; 
and  seventh,  because  it  precludes  the  possibility  of  any  peace 
which  sliall  acknowledge  the  existence  or  establishinenl  of 
slavery  in  any  part  of  the  rebellious  territories  covered  by 
the  emancipation  proclamation. 

6.  That  the  proposition  of  the  copperhead  members  of 
Congress  to  send  commissioners  to  Richmond  to  sue  for 
peace  from  armed  traitors,  should  consign  tlieir  names  to 
eternal  infamy ;  and  he  who  would  treat  with  armed  treason 
is  himself  a  traitor,  and  deserves  a  traitor's  punishment. 
California  will  accept  no  peace  wliich  is  not  based  upon  an 
unconditional  surrender. 

7.  That  wc  indorse  their  construction  of  the  confisca- 
tion law  which  has  for  its  object  the  unconditional  forfeit- 
ure of  the  properly  of  the  rebels;  and  our  Senators  are 
hereby  instructed  and  our  Representatives  in  Congress  re- 
quesK'd  to  urge  its  adoption. 

a.  That  we  tender  our  gallant  Army  and  Navy,  officers 
and  men,  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  the  loyal  people  of  the 
loyal  State  of  California  for  their  glorious  achievements, 
for  the  renown  which  they  have  given  to  the  American 
name-;  and  we  guaranty  to  them  that  while  they  are  fight- 
ing our  battles,  traitors  at  home  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
deprive  them  of  the  least  of  their  civil  rights. 

9.  That  the  President's  proclamation  of  pardon,  as  ap- 
pended to  his  message,  is  limite<l  to  ihe  people  of  the  re- 
bellious Stall's,  as  therein  specified,  and  has  no  applica- 
tion either  to  prisonersof  war,  or  to  persons  wiio  have  been 
tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced  by  Ihe  courts  of  the  country. 

10.  That  the  barbarous  irealinent  of  Union  prisoners  by 
the  rebels  is  without  a  parallel  intheannals  of  civllizaiion, 
and  should  bring  down  upon  them  the  execrations  of  the 
whole  civilized  world  ;  and  wc  hail  with  delight  the  recent 
action  of  the  Government  in  placing  the  whole  phalanx  of 
rebel  prisoners  under  the  jurisdiction  of  General  Butler, 
that  great  rebel-tamer,  and  we  earnestly  invoke  such  a  sys- 
tem of  retaliati(ni  as  will  force  the  barbarism  of  slavery  to 
yield  to  the  humane  rules  of  civilized  warfare. 

11.  That  in  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  we  ri'cognize  purity  of  life,  singleness  of  purpose, 
the  far  si'eing,  conscicntidus  ^latesman,  the  uncompromis- 
ing, nnsnllied  patriot,  ihr;  aim  of  whose  life  is  the  preser- 
valion  of  the  Union  and  the  restoration  of  peace  upon  the 
immnlable  and  eternal  lounilalions  of  freedom,  and  free- 
dom onlj- ;  that  to  his  wisdcnn,  sleepless  watchfulness,  uii- 
selliih  palriotism,  prompt  action,  and  determined  will  to 
pursue  the  right  and  abandon  the  wrong,  the  people  of  these 
United  Stales  are  indebted  for  the  proud  posiiion  which 
they  this  day  occupy  (ni  the  great  map  of  nations;  that 
when  we  consider  the  fiery  ordeal  through  which  this  man 
of  the  people  has  passed  unscathed  and  iiiilainted,  it  is  not 
strange  that  public  confidence  in  him  should  remain  un- 
shaken; and  that  while  we  revere  and  lionru' other  noble 
patriots  who  have  performed  so  well  their  several  parts  in 
this  great  drama,  the  people  still  look  to  Abraham  Lincoln 
as  the  instriiinent  selectt^d  by  I'rovidence  to  lead  their 
country  in  safety  through  all  its  perils,  and  restore  it  again 
to  a  peace  in  wiiich  no  element  of  discord  shall  be  found, 
and  liial  we  do  most  heartily  favor  his  rc'tcction, 

13.  Rcsoticd,  'i'liat  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  I!  II  i  led  Stales,  and  to  each  of  our  Senators  Ulid 
RepresciitatlY*M  in  Congress. 

The  resolutions  W'cre  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

MKSSAOE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 
A  ines.sngo  from  the  House  of  Ileprcscntativp.s, 
by  Mr.  McPheiison,  its  ClerJt,  announced  that 


the  House  had  passed  a.  bill  (No.  380)  for  the  re- 
lief of  George  W.  Murray;  in  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  was  requested. 

TRANSFERS  FROM  THE  ARMY  TO  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  GRIMES  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
218)  to  repeal  a  joint  resolution  therein  named, 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  while  I  stale  in  one  word  the  purpose  of 
the  bill  which  I  have  introduced,  and  then  if  any 
Senator  thinks  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee for  further  consideration,  I  shall  interpose  no 
objection;  but  I  tliink  it  is  very  important  that  it 
be  passed  immediately,  and  I  think  there  can  be 
a  perfect  compreliension  of  the  subject  that  is  in- 
tended to  be  embraced  in  it,  witlioul  any  reference. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  enrollment  bill 
there  are  five  sections  that  relate  to  the  transfer  of 
seamen  from  the  Army  to  the  Navy,  which  passed, 
I  believe,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  both  bodies. 
During  the  pendency  of  that  bill,  and  before  it  was 
passed,a  joint  resolution  was  passed  by  Congress 
on  the  same  general  subject,  supposing  thai  the 
joint  resolution  would  be  able  to  reach  the  Presi- 
dent, and  be  approved  before  the  enrollment  bill 
could  reach  him.  They  were  both,  in  fact,  ap- 
proved on  the  same  day;  but  the  joint  resolution, 
in  some  respects,  conflicts  with  the  enrollment  bill, 
and  prevents  its  being  carried  into  execution,  the 
result  of  which  has  been  that  not  one  seaman  has 
been  transferred  from  the  Army  to  the  Navy.  The 
purpose  now  is  merely  to  repeal  that  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  let  the  whole  matter  stand  upon  the  law 
as  embraced  within  the  enrollment  bill,  to  which 
I  think  there  can  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of 
any  one. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  riot  know  exactly  what  the 
object  sought  to  be  attained  by  this  bill  is;  but  I 
want  now  simply  to  make  a  statement  in  regartl 
to  this  subjeclof  procuring  seamen.  There  does 
not  seem  to  be  an  entire  uniformity  of  opinion  at 
the  Navy  Department  upon  the  subject.  I  was 
at  the  Department  not  many  days  ago,  and  the 
Secretary  made  to  me  substantially  the  same  state- 
ment which  lie  afterwards  made  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  you,  sir,  as  the  President  of  the  body. 
The  next  day — and  all  this  occuned  within  ten 
days  past — as  I  was  coming  up  to  the  Cupitol,  I 
met  a  couple  of  gentlemen,  members  of  tin;  other 
House,  one  of  whom  I  supposed  to  be  upon  the 
Naval  Committee,  but  it  turns  out  that  he  was 
upon  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  a  mem- 
ber from  the  State  of  Iowa;  and  I  mentioned  to 
him  this  difficulty  of  the  Secretary  and  expressed 
a  wish  that  some  s|»ccdy  action  might  be  taken 
by  Congress  in  order  to  supjily  this  deficiency. 
This  was  Hon.  Mr.  Kasson.  Mr.  Kasson  re- 
marked to  me  that  he  had  within  a  day  or  two 
received  an  application  from  the  Stale  of  Iowa  for 
[lermission  to  open  a  naval  rendezvous  in  Iowa, 
and  that  he  thought  there  might  bca  considerable 
number  of  sailors  recruited  there;  that  he  sent  it 
10  the  Navy  Departrnent,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting — I  be- 
lieve that  is  the  name  of  the  bureau — of  which  a 
Mr.  Smith  at  present  is  the  chief  ni/  inlcrhn;  and 
that  Mr.  Smith,  as  chief  of  Ihe  Bureau  of  Recruit- 
ing and  Equipment,  had  written  back  word  to  hiin 
declining  togiveany  such  authority, and  expicss- 
ing  the  opinion  that  the  Department  would  have 
sailors  enough  under  the  recent  enactment  of 
Congress. 

I  confess  it  was  n  matter  of  a  good  deal  of  sur- 
prise to  me  to  learn  that  such  a  leticr  had  been 
received  by  Mr.  Kasson,  and  I  a(Ulre^5scd  a  note 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  a.sking  for  a  copy 
of  the  correspondence.  I  received  an  answer  that 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Kasson  making  the  application 
had  been  returned  to  him,  and  they  hud  not  got 
it;  but  the  answer  of  Ihe  chief  of  the  liureati  of 
Equifuiieiitand  Recruiting  was  sent,  and  was  sub- 
stantially what  1  have  now  stated  il  to  be,  declin- 
ing to  make  any  appoininipnt  of  a  rendezvous  for 
recruiting  sailors  in  the  West,  and  expressing  the 
opinion  llisit  under  the  existing  legislation  they 
would  have  sailors  enougii. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Foot  in 
the  chair.)  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  present 
consideration  of  this  bill.'  The  Senator  from 
Iowa  having  introduced  it  has  asked  unanimous 
consent  for  its  present  consideration.  If  no  ob- 
jection be  interposed,  it  is  before  the  Senate  as 
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in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  open  to  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  object  to  its  consideration  this 
morning. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  with- 
draw liis  olijcction  until  I  make  a  statement. 

Mr.  HALE.     Certainly. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  An  erroneous  impression  might 
perhaps  be  created  by  the  remarksof  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  without  some  expJanation. 
MycolleagueintheHouseofRepresentativeslike- 
wise  told  me  that  he  had  made  an  application  to 
have  a  naval  rendezvous  opened  at  Des  Moines, 
the  capital  of  my  State,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  in  the  interior,  where  not  only  there  are  no 
sailors  but  there  are  not  even  boatmen.  They 
might  obtain  landsmen  by  opening  a  recruiting 
station  there;  but  I  do  not  suppose  twenty  sailors 
could  be  obtained  in  the  whole  State  of  Iowa. 
That  is  not  the  want  of  the  Navy  Department; 
it  is  not  a  transfer  of  landsmen  that  is  authorized 
by  either  the  enrollment  law  or  the  joint  resolu- 
tion; it  is  the  transfer  of  seamen  and  ordinary 
seamen,  technical  terms  that  apply  to  men  who 
have  been  in  the  naval  service  or  who  have  been 
mariners  heretofore,  and  who  have  reached  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  proficiency. 

The  application  of  my  colleague  to  have  a  re- 
cruiting oflice  opened  there,  and  the  denial  of 
Commander  Smith  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Bureau 
of  Equipment  and  Recruiting,  only  applied,  there- 
fore, to  the  subject  of  procuring  landsmen,  for 
nobody  supposed  they  could  getany  sailors  there. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Hbwmanysailorsare  wanted? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Objection  has 
been  made  to  the  present  consideration  of  this 
joint  resolution. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  understand  from  my  friend 
who  sits  at  my  side  [Mr.  Foster]  that  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  has  no  right  to  object  to 
the  consideration  of  this  resolution,  after  liaving 
gone  on  and  debated  it;  but  I  shall  not  raise  that 
question.  Thegentleman  is  charged  with  the  con- 
duct of  naval  affairs  by  the  Senate,  and  if  he 
chooses  to  put  the  bill  over,  the  responsibility  is 
on  him. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  debate 
having  proceeded  so  long  without  objection,  the 
Chair  must,  if  that  point  is  raised,  hold  that  the 
right  to  object  was  waived  by  the  protracted  de- 
bate which  has  takeii  place,  and  the  bill  is  before 
the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts asked  me  what  is  the  number  of  sailors  that 
will  be  required.  I  understand  that  they  will  re- 
quire about  twelve  thousand  sailors;  that  there  are 
now  nearly  forty  vessels  which  are  entirely  pre- 
pared for  sea  and  only  waiting  for  their  crews,  and 
there  are  several  thousand  applications  from  men 
in  the  Army  who  desire  to  Jje  transferred  to  the 
Navy.  The  Vice  President  informed  me  to-day 
of  some  neighbors  of  his  who  have  made  appli- 
cation within  a  day  or  two  to  him  to  be  trans- 
ferred. I  had  a  letter  a  day  or  two  ago  from  a 
fentleman  who  is  going  out  in  command  of  the 
roquois,  in  which  he  said  that  a  man  who  had 
been  for  twenty-one  years  a  seaman  in  men-of- 
war  was  now  in  a  New  York  cavalry  regiment  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  utterly  disqualified  for  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  a  cavalry  soldier, 
but  well  qualified  for  duties  on  board  a  man-of- 
war.  One  of  Fariagut's  gunner's  mates,  who 
was  on  the  Richmond  at  the  taking  of  New  Or- 
leans, is  also  in  that  cavnlry  regiment,  and  has 
applied  to  be  transferred  and  wants  to  go  on  the 
Iroquois.  But  as  it  now  stands  we  cannot  get 
them  transferred  for  two  reasons:  first,  the  joint 
resolution  declares  that  no  man  shall  be  trans- 
ferred if  it  will  reduce  the  complementof  the  com- 
pany or  the  regiment  below  its  regular  comple- 
ment; and  second,  it  requires  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  shall  refund  to  the  War  Department  the 
amount  of  bounty  that  may  have  been  received 
by  the  recruit  who  seeks  to  be  transferred,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  no  fund  from 
which  ihatmoney  can  be  paid.  The  whole  thing 
is  provided  for  in  the  enrollment  law  satisfactorily 
to  all  parlies. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator  from  Iowa 
will  allow  me  to  suggest  that  I  have  read  in  the 
newspapers  within  a  day  or  two  what  purported 
to  be  an  order  from  the  War  Department  rescind- 
ing previous  orders  that  prevented  the  transfer 


where  the  company  would  be  reduced  below  a 
certain  number. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     I  know  it. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Those  orders  are  the  law. 
They  cannot  rescind  the  law  by  an  order. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  seen  an  order  pub- 
lished rescinding  the  old  orders. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  have  that  order  here  in  my 
hand  now,  but  it  is  in  exact  conflict  with  the  law; 
and  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  call  on  the  Pro- 
vost Marshal  General  to  interfere  with  or  setaside 
a  law  of  Congress. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  By  no  means.  I  do  not 
think  he  has  any  right  to  issue  such  an  order,  if 
that  is  so. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  understand  it  to  be  in  oppo- 
sition to  that  act.     I  want  to  clear  this  thing  up. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  'Mr. President,  I  introduced 
the  joint  resolution  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
repeal.  I  did  it  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  sailors 
to  the  Navy.  A  great  deal  of  work  preceded  the 
introduction  of  th-at  resolution.  It  was  difiicult 
to  get  the  War  Department  to  agree  upon  any 
terms  to  the  transfer  of  sailors  in  the  Army  to  the 
naval  service.  I  succeeded  finally  in  bringing 
aboutA  conference  between  the  Secretaries  of  those 
Departments.  I  stated,  when  the  resolution  was 
introduced,  that  it  was  the  joint  product  of  the 
heads  of  those  Departments.  It  contained  the 
provision  described  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa, 
namely:  that  no  transfer  should  be  made  which 
should  reduce  the  company  or  regiment  below  its 
complement;  and  up  to  this  time  it  has  been  en- 
tirely ineffective  in  obtaining  men  for  the  Navy. 
There  are  now  not  less  than  thirty  ships  waiting 
men,  and  I  cannot  conceive  why  there  should  be 
any-iobjection  to  the  repeal  of  that  resolution, 
which  stands  in  the  way  of  it.  The  needs  of  the 
nation  for  seamen  are  great,  very  much  greater 
than  for  soldiers.  The  men  desire  to  be  trans- 
ferred; and  I  believe  all  parties  now  agree  that  it 
should  be  done  without  delay.  I  hope  this  bill 
may  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  HALE.  In  justice  to  myself  I  desire  to 
say  a  single  word. 

When  this  biH  was  mtroduced  I  objected  to  its 
consideration.  The  Senator  from  Iowa  asked  me 
to  withdraw  it  to  enable  him  to  make  an  expla- 
nation, which  I  did,  and  then  it  was  decided  that 
it  was  too  late  for  me  to  make  the  objection.  That 
is  the  way  it  stands.  I  presume  that  is  the  strict 
enforcement  of  the  rule,  but  it  is  different  from 
wliat  I  had  understood  it  to  be. 

In  regard  to  this  matter,  let  me  say  that  I  think 
ordinarily  the  most  correct  mode  for  the  Depart- 
ment would  be  to  make  their  wishes  known 
through  the  regular  channels  of  communication; 
but  if  they  see  fit  to  adopt  a  different  course  it  is 
not  forme  to  find  fault.  The  resolution  now  pro- 
posed to  be  repealed,  I  believe,  was  passed  with- 
out being  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee,  and  I 
do  not  know  that  it  was  referred  to  any  committee. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  HALE.  When  I  saw  thiscommunication 
of  the  Secretary,  made  to  the  Vice  President,  I 
called  upon  the  Secretary  at  that  time,  although 
it  was  not  made  to  the  Naval  Committee.  We 
had  previously  received  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  which  he  informed 
us  that  there  was  a  pending  amendment  in  the 
House  that  he  thought  would  answer  all  the  pur- 
pose. When  this  letter  was  published  I  called 
upon  the  Secretary,  and  I  told  him,  if  there  was 
any  communication,  or  any  suggestion,  or  any 
measure  he  wanted,  if  he  would  communicate  it, 
he  should  have  my  ready  and  earnest  cooperation 
in  producing  the  legislation  which  he  desired  to 
effect  this  purpose.  He  expressed  himself  unable 
then  to  say  what  he  did  want.  It  was  on  that 
day  or  the  next,  on  coming  to  the  Capitol,  that 
1  had  the  conversation  that  has  been  referred  to 
with  Hon.  Mr.  Kasson.  The  letter  from  Mr. 
Smith,  which  I  now  have  in  my  hands, is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  Fn  reply  to  the  inclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Jacks,  I  am 
directed  to  say  that  the  Navy  does  not  commission  any  per- 
son to  obtain  recruits. 

It  Is  expected  that  under  the  enrollment  act  recently 
passed  enough  men  will  be  obtained  to  man  our  vessels. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  SMITH, 
Chief  of  Bureau,  ad  interim. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Kasson,  House  of  Representatives. 


Mr.  CONNESS.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me 
to  say  one  word  .' 

Mr.  HALE.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  That  is  precisely  the  opinion 
of  the  Department,  that  under  theenrollmcntact 
they  can  obtain  the  men;  but  tlie  joint  resolution 
now  proposed  to  be  repealed  by  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  stands  in  the  way  of  the  enrollment  act,  and 
the  repeal  of  that  joint  resolution  entirely  coin- 
cides with  the  opinion  of  all  parties  that  then  they 
will  be  enabled  to  obtain  the  number  of  men  re- 
quired. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  with  the  permission 
of  the  Senator,  that  it  is  to  be  regretted  if  there 
is  not  an  entire  accordance  between  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs  and  the  Department.  1  will 
say  no  more  on  that  point;  but  the  public  service 
ought  not  to  suffer  as  it  really  is  suffering  at  the 
present  time. 

Again ,  with  the  liberality  of  the  Senator,  I  might 
state  here  very  properly  that  but  one  vessel  has 
yet  been  sent  to  the  Pacific,  and  none  can  be  sent 
there,  where  they  are  demanded,  where  there  is 
an  urgent  need  for  them,  for  the  want  of  men. 

Mr.  HALE.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  if  there  is 
any  want  of  concurrence  in  action  between  the 
committee  and  the  Department,  it  is  not  my  fault. 
I  called  on  the  Secretary  before  I  saw  this  com- 
munication and  expressed  to  him  my  full  concur- 
rence in  any  measure  he  would  recommend  and 
my  desire  to  do  anything  he  wanted.  In  pursu- 
ance of  that  feeling  I  had  this  conversation  with 
these  two  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives as  they  were  coming  to  the  Capitol,  and  I 
was  assured  by  them,  to  my  utter  astonishment, 
that  the  chiefof  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Re- 
cruiting had  said  that  under  the  enrollment  act 
recently  passed  enough  men  would  be  obtained 
to  man  our  vessels. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  very  manifest  fiom 
the  discussion  which  has  taken  place  here  this 
morning  that  we  have  involved  ourselves  and  the 
public  service  in  difliculty  by  the  passage  of  hasty 
resolutions  here  which  have  not  had  the  consid- 
eration of  any  committee  of  this  body.  The  Sen- 
ator from  California  comes  in  here  this  morning 
and  tells  us  that  he  got  a  resolution  passed  which 
it  seems  never  went  to  any  committee  at  all,  and 
now  he  asks  to  have  it  repealed  because  it  stands 
in  the  way  of  accomplishing  the  object  which  it 
is  desired  to  accomplish.  I  think  it  should  be  a 
warning  to  us  to  avoid  this  hasty  and  inconsid- 
erate legislation,  and  to  refer  all  these  measures 
to  their  appropriate  committees.  I  move  that  the 
proposition  now  pending  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs.  Let  us  actunderstand- 
ingly;  not  introduce  a  resolution  and  pass  it  one 
day  and  then  come  in  another  day  to  repeal  it  be- 
cause it  is  in  the  way  of  accomplishing  the  very 
object  which  it  is  desired  to  accomplish. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  agree  with  the  Senator 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  reference  of  bills  in  nearly 
all  cases;  but  here  when  the  Senator  who  intro- 
duced the  joint  resolution  proposed  to  be  repealed, 
and  who  is  perfectly  familiar  with  it,  says  that  it 
has  entirel^y  failed  to  accomplish  the  purposes 
which  he  designed ;  and  not  only  that  but  it  stands 
in  the  way  of  legislation  which  has  been  carefully 
prepared  and  agreed  upon;  that  it  is  only  a  stum- 
bling block,  and  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  Navy 
Department  and  the  Senator  fi'om  Iowa  who  has 
introduced  this  bill,  it  strikes  me  there  is  no  great 
danger  in  repealing  the  resolution,  because  it 
leaves  the  law  to  stand  as  it  was  designed  to  stand. 

I  should  not  have  interposed  a  word  had  I  not 
been  aware  of  this  difficulty  that  has  existed  with 
reference  to  the  transfer  of  men  to  the  Navy,  owing 
to  this  joint  resolution,  and  that  it  was  really  in 
the  way  of  legislation  which  was  thoughtfully 
and  deliberately  provided  in  order  to  accomplish 
the  great  purpose,  and  were  I  not  also  aware  fur- 
ther of  the  extreme  necessity,  the  very  pressing 
necessity,  thatexists  for  immediate  actipnin  that 
particular  in  order  to  get  our  vessels  to  sea.  What 
has  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire is  perfectly  consistent  with  that  slate  of  the 
case.  Mr.  Smith  says  simply  that  he  objects  to 
establishing  a  recruiting  office  up  in  the  interior 
of  Iowa,  and  he  says  it  is  expected  that  they  will 
be  able  to  obtain  all  the  men  needed  under  this 
enrollment  act.  He  does  not  refer  to  this  joint 
resolution,  and  he  undoubtedly  was  not  at  the 
time  aware  of  the  effect  of  tho  joint  resolution, 
and  therefore  expected,  as  everybody  else  did, 
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and  what  everybody  coiicedea  will  undoubtedly 
be  the  case,  that  under  the  enrollment  act  you  will 
accomplish  all  the  purposes  which  you  designed 
to  accomplish. 

I  therefore  suggest  to  my  friend  from  Illinois 
whether  it  is  not  best,  under  the  circumstances, 
or  whether  it  would  not  be  quite  safe  to  let  this  bill 
pass  at  once,  because  the  worst  that  can  happen  is 
to  take  out  of  the  way  a  resolution  which  all  who 
were  connected  with  its  passage  admit  has  entirely 
failed  to  accomplish  the  purpose  designed,  and 
leave  the  deliberate  legislation  of  Congress  on  that 
point  to  its  expected  results  and  effects.  I  think 
we  had  better  act  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  do  not  think  that  the  pub- 
lic service  will  suffer  by  the  short  delay  that  may 
intervene  between  its  reference  and  the  report  of 
the  committee.  It  is  a  matter  manifestly  of  great 
importance;  and  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
appears  to  be  the  appropriate  committee  to  have 
it  under  consideration.  I  hope,  therefore,  the 
motion  to  refer  will  prevail,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee will  report  upon  it  at  an  early  day. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  motion 
takes  priority.  The  question  is  on  referring  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  regret  to  express  any  wish 
in  opposition  to  the  desire  of  the  Senator  from 
Illinois;  but  I  really  cannot  see  any  purpose  or 
result  but  delay  and  injury  to  the  public  service 
by  referring  this  bill  now.  1  shall  say  no  more. 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  referred. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  a  little  surprised  at 
the  Senator  from  California,  and  the  course  he 
takes  in  this  matter.  He  states  that  he  came  in 
here  with  a  joint  resolution,  the  joint  product  of 
the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  and  at  his  in- 
stance, without  any  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  he  got  that  resolution  passed 
— just  the  thing  they  wanted.  Now,sirvWe  had 
that  kind  of  legislation  once.  If  that  resolution 
had  been  referred,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  we 
should  not  be  in  this  difficulty.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  Senator  from  California  supposed  when  he 
was  urging  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution 
which  he  now  seeks  to  repeal,  that  he  was  ren- 
dering the  best  service  he  could  to  the  country. 
He  thought  that  joint  resolution  was  the  very 
thing  necessary.  He  made  us  all  believe  so.  He 
got  it  through  this  body,  and  through  Congress, 
without  any  reference  at  all.  Now,  as  it  is  the 
case  with  all  of  us,  he  finds  lie  was  mistaken.  He 
thinks  now  that  he  is  exactly  right;  that  if  we  re- 
peal it,  it  will  all  come  right.  1  hope  he  is  cor- 
rect, and  that  he  will  now  accomplish  the  object 
he  desires  by  repealing  that  joint  resolution,  and 
that  it  was  a  mistake  and  nothing  but  a  mistake 
when  he  got  us  to  pass  it  the  other  day. 

But  having  been  mistaken  once  in  regard  to  it, 
it  is  barely  possible  that  he  may  not  be  correct 
now.  This  is  no  way  for  us  to  legislate.  If  we 
have  a  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  meas- 
ures of  this  kind  are  brought  in  here,  we  ought 
to  refer  them  to  that  committee.  The  matter  may 
be  reported  back  as  soon  as  possible.  I  do  not 
wish  to  delay  it  a  day.  I  would  not  delay  it  a 
moment,  and  am  as  anxious  to  promote  the  pub- 
lic service  in  this  respect  as  the  Senator  from  Cal- 
ifornia or  any  one  else;  but  I  think  we  shall  pro- 
mote it  best  by  doing  business  in  the  regular  and 
ordinary  way;  and  therefore  I  must  insist  on  my 
motion  to  refer  tliis  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  The  effect  of  the  Senator's 
last  remarks,  as  well  as  the  evident  purpose  of 
them,  was  not  so  much  to  cause  the  reference  of 
this  subject  now  as  to  prove  me  inconsistent, 
hasty,  and  inconclusive  in  my  attempt  at  legisla- 
tion. I  think  the  Senator,  were  he  in  my  place, 
conceding  him  all  the  distinguished  ability  that  1 
do,  could  not  at  that  time  have  done  any  better 
than  I  did;  and  I  do  not  think  that  I  deserve  the 
strictures  of  the  Senator  this  morning. 

What  were  the  facts  then?  The  enrollment 
bill  was  hanging  between  the  two  Houses.  Other 
questions  were  pressing  upon  Congress.  There 
was  no  certainty  of  getting  a  vote  upon  that  bill 
within  a  reasonable  time.  The  State  that  I  in 
part  represent  here  stood  naked  and  exposed  to 
any  hostile  ship  that  miglitcome  upon  thatcoast. 
The  Navy  Deparimont  hud  waiting  at  Hampton 
Roads  a  splendid  new  ship  to  send  there  wanting 
her  complement  by  sixty  men,  and  those  sixty 
men  could  not  be  obtained  byspecialrequisitions 


that  had  been  sent  to  all  the  .cities  on  the  ATIantic 
seaboard  by  the  Navy  Department.  The  War 
Department,  up  to  that  period  of  time,  would  not 
agree  that  any  legislation  should  be  had  to  trans- 
fer seamen  found  in  the  military  service  to  the 
Navy.  It  was  by  my  importunities  perhaps  en- 
tirely that  they  agreed  to  the  form  of  legislation 
contained  in  the  joint  resolution,  namely,  that 
such  a  transfer  might  be  obtained  and  made  upon 
the  payment  by  the  Navy  to  the  War  Department 
of  the  bounty  that  the  sailors  had  received  when 
they  had  enlisted,  and  provided  additionally  that 
the  said  transfer  should  not  reduce  the  number 
of  men  requisite  to  form  the  regular  complement 
of  a  company  or  regiment  in  the  service. 

These  were  the  best  terms  that  I  could  obtain 
at  that  time;  and  in  view  of  the  position  that  the 
enrollment  bill  occupied  between  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  and  the  questions  that  were  involved 
in  it,  whether  we  should  conscript  and  draft  negro 
slaves  in  the  States  or  not,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  prime 
duty  to  aim  at  the  passage  and  obtainment  of  such 
legislation  as  could  be  obtained  at  that  time  to 
facilitate  the  transfer  of  men  from  the  Army  to 
the  Navy.  I  appeal  to  the  Senator  and  ask  him 
whether  I  acted  in  the  dark,  whether  I  acted  in- 
considerately, or  whether  I  did  not  act  as  care- 
fully as  he  could  have  acted  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances.' 

I  make  this  response  to  the  Senator  because  the 
burden  of  his  remarks  was  to  show  the  Senate 
that  I  am  inconsiderate,  or  was  on  that  occasion, 
in  my  action  and  legislation.  And  now  that  a 
general  principle  shall  be  carried  out,  when  it  is 
clear  to  the  mind  of  every  Senator  that  there  is 
nothing  to  be  gained  by  the  reference,  the  Sena- 
tor demands  that  the  usual  course  in  legislation 
be  pursued,  and  that  this  subject  be  referred,  when 
you  have  thirty  ships  lying  idle  and  the  enemy's 
vessels — I  mean  the  blockade  runners — are  going 
in  daily  and  nightly  to  Wilmington.  You  have 
thirty  ships  lying  at  your  wharves  for  the  want 
of  men.  It  is  plainly  stated  by  all  parties  that 
the  conditions  imposed  by  the  War  Department 
in  that  joint  resolution  which  passed  Congress 
now  stand  in  the  way,  and  they  are  willing  to 
give  way  and  allow  the  more  liberal  and  proper 
legislation  found  in  the  enrollment  bill  to  have 
force  and  effect. 

Now,  I  ask  Senators  whether  they  are  going 
simply  to  follow  "  red  tape"  far  enough  to  send 
this  subject  to  acommiitee  when  there  is  no  earthly 
need  of  it,  and  the  committee  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty  can  but  report  it  back  and  recom- 
mend its  passage.  Personally,  it  matters  nothing 
to  me  what  course  the  Senate  may  take  in  regard 
to  this  question  beyond  the  deep  interest  that  I 
feel  as  a  Senator  and  a  citizen  that  this  useful 
and  necessary  work  be  done,  and  done  at  once. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  no  disposition  cer- 
tainly to  show  any  inconsistency  of  the  Senator. 
I  merely  used  the  case  that  was  before  us  as  the 
best  illustration  I  could  think  of  to  show  the  im- 
propriety of  this  species  of  legislation.  The  Sen- 
ator from  California  is  not  responsible  for  it  alto- 
gether. I  understand  him  to  say  that  this  was 
the  joint  production  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments. The  heads  of  the  Departments  ap- 
proved it. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  And  the  best  result  that 
could  then  be  obtained. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  it  would  seem  that 
so  far  as  he  is  concerned  he  took  all  the  pains  he 
could;  but  I  th^nk  it  would  have  been  much  bet- 
ter if  he  had  referred  that  joint  resolution  to  the 
appropriate  committee.  1  do  not  know  that  1 
understand  the  Senator  exactly.  He  speaks  of 
the  enrollment  bill  as  hanging  between  the  two 
Houses,  and  that  this  joint  resolution  was  brought 
in  at  a  time  when  the  enrollment  bill  had  not  been 
passed,  and  it  was  not  known  whether  it  would  be 
passed,  and  it  was  the  best  that  then  could  be  done. 
If  the  enrollment  bill  passed  subsequently  to  the 
joint  resolution,  as  a  matter  of  course  the  joint 
resolution  is  not  in  the  way  of  it.  Thejoint  resolu- 
tion having  passed  before  the  enrollment  bill,  there 
is  no  occasion  to  repeal  it  because  of  its  interference 
with  the  enrollment  bill. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  That  is  a  question  with  the 
Departments. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  can  be  no  question 
about  the  con.slruciion,  that  llie  last  law  on  any 
subject  repeals  and  prevails  over  all  former  laws 
and  joint  resolutions  that  arc  inconsistent  with  it. 


Mr.  GRIMES.  They  were  approved  the  same 
day. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  they  were  approved  the 
same  day,  then  it  appears  thatthe  joint  resolution 
was  not  passed  before. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Allow  me  to  say  one  word. 
When  the  Senator  from  California  brought  in  his 
resolution,  he  stated  to  the  Senate  that  it  was  for 
a  temporary  purpose,  that  the  steamer  Wateree 
was  then  lying  at  Old  Point  Comfort  on  her  way 
to  California,  and  lacked  sixty  men  to  complete 
her  complement.  He  had  the  idea  that  he  could 
pass  that  resolution  that  afternoon  through  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  as  he  told  me,  and  as  I  think 
he  told  the  Senate,  and  that  with  the  aid  of  that 
resolution  they  would  be  able  to  complete  the 
complement  of  that  ship. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     And  she  has  gone. 

Mr. GRIMES.  Expecting  tliat  the  enrollment 
bill  would  stand  as  the  permanent  law  of  the  land, 
he  had  the  joint  resolution  passed  as  a  temporary 
measure.  Now,  all  that  is  asked  is  to  repeal  that 
joint  resolution,  which  was  only  introduced  and 
passed  to  accomplish  a  temporary  purpose,  and 
let  the  enrollment  law  stand. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  may  be  very  proper, 
and  the  Senator  from_  Iowa  has  examined  it  and 
thinks  it  is.  I  have  Very  great  confidence  in  his 
opinion  about  it.  The  Senator  from  California  . 
has  examined  it,  and  he  thinks  that  is  all  that  is 
necessary;  but  they  both  assume  that  the  rest  of 
us  know  just  as  much  about  it  as  they  do.  That 
is  not  so.  I  confess  that  I  do  not  know  much 
about  it.  I  have  confidence  in  their  statements  in 
regard  to  it,  but  I  should  be  much  better  satisfied, 
and  I  think  the  Senate  would  be  belter  satisfied, 
to  have  a  proposition  of  this  kind  go  to  the  ap- 
propriate committee;  and  I  submit  to  those  gen- 
tleftien,  is  it  not  proper  that  it  should  go  there? 
I  cannot  understatid  why  it  is  not.  I  know  not 
why  we  have  a  Naval  Committee  if  the  matters 
appropriate  for  that  committee  are  not  to  go  be- 
fore it.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  it  is  appropriate 
and  proper  that  it  should  go  there,  and  I  think 
we  had  oest  not  set  such  an  example  as  to  legis- 
late upon  a  bill  of  this  kind,  introduced  and  passed 
in  the  morning  hour,  without  the  consideration  of 
any  committee  at  all;  not  but  that  it  may  be  right 
in  this  instance;  but  if  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
does  it  to-day  I  may  do  it  to-morrow  upon  some 
otherquestion,and  another  Senator  the  nextday 
upon  some  other.  The  precedent  is  a  bad  one. 
It  will  occasion  no  considerable  delay  to  let  the 
bill  go  to  the  committee  and  be  reported  back,  and 
the  only  reason  that  I  referred  to  the  action  in 
regard  to  the  other  joint  resolution  was  as  an  ex- 
ample to  show  the  impropriety  of  this  species  of 
legislation,  and  not  to  make  any  point  upon  the 
Senator  from  California,  whose  patriotism  I  know 
and  appreciate  as  much  as  any  one,  and  whose 
earnest  desire  to  serve'  the  country  is  manifest 
upon  all  occasions  where  it  is  proper  for  him  to 
speak.  I  only  wish  that  business  may  be  done 
in  the  appropriate  manner,  and  that  the  proper 
business  for  our  committees  may  go  to  the  appro- 
priate committees. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  When  I  introduced  this  bill 
this  morning  I  stated  that  if  there  was  any  ob- 
jection to  its  immediate  consideration  I  would  not 
press  the  bill  at  this  time.  There  was  no  objec- 
tion. The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  says 
that  he  objected,  but  nobody  heard  him  until  after 
he  had  matle  a  speech  on  the  subject  of  the  bill. 
I  then  inferred  that  the  bill  was  to  be  taken  into 
consideration.  1  concur  fully  with  the  opinion  of 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  that  bills  ouglit  to  be 
referred  to  committees,  and  I  should  have  been 
perfectly  content  to  let  this  bill  be  referred  if  it 
nad  not  been  understood  that  we  were  to  go  on 
with  the  consideration  of  it,  although  there  is  no 
particular  reason  why  this  should  be  referred  at 
this  time,  for  it  only  repeals  a  joint  resolution  that 
was  acknowledged  to  be  a  temporary  law  to  ac- 
complish a  particular  purpose,  and  let  the  general 
law  on  the  same  subject  stand,  that  law  which 
has  been  thoroughly  digested  and  fully  under- 
stood by  everybody. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  can  be  reported  back 
and  come  up  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  am  not  certain  of  that.  I 
have  had  several  bills  referred  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee which  are  slumbering  there,  and  I  do  not 
know  how  long  they  will  remain  there.  They  have 
been  neither  reported  favorably  nor  adversely. 
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Mr.  HALE.  Before  the  question  of  reference 
is  put,  as  there  has  been  an  imputation  made 
upon  the  committee,  I  want  simply  in  justice  to 
myself  to  say  that  if  the  Senator  from  Iowa  thinks 
he  has  suffered  from  not  having  bills  that  he  has 
had  referred  to  ihe  committee  attended  to,  it  would 
have  been  better  if  he  had  attended  a  single  meet- 
ing of  the  committee  himself,  and  not  confine  his 
discharge  of  duty  to  finding  fault  here  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate  with  what  the  committee  do  when 
he  has  not  favored  them  with  his  presence  once. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  As  to  my  attention  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  is  a  personal  matter  of  which  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion. If  I  choose  to  serve  on  that  committee,  it 
is-a  matter  that  pertains  to  my  own  considera- 
tion. If  I  do  not,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  Hampshire  has  anything  to  do 
about  it. 

I  have  only  to  say  that  on  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber last  I  introduced  a  bill  in  relation  to  thissub^^ 
ject  of  transferring  seamen,  and  it  contained  a 
provision  allowing  all  the  towns  throughout  New 
England  to  have  their  recruitments  in  the  Navy 
credited  to  their  military  quotas;  and  after  that 
bill  had  slumbered  many  weeks  in  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, I  got  an  opportunity  to  append  it  as  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wilson,]  in  regard  to 
calling  out  the  national  forces.  Several  days  after 
it  had  been  incorporated  into  that  bill,  and  become 
a  part  of  it,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  came  in  with  my  bill,  and  proposed 
to  report  it,  when  I  gave  him  the  information, 
which  seemed  to  be  the  first  time  he  had  ever  re- 
ceived it,  that  it  had  already,  so  far  as  the  Senate 
was  concerned,  become  a  law.  Here  is  another 
bill  upon  the  same  subject,  and  I  am  not  in- 
formed that  the  Naval  Committee  will  move  with 
any  greater  celerity  in  reporting  this  bill  back  to 
the  Senate  than  they  did  in  reporting  that  bill  back. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  morning 
hour  having  expired,  it  is  incumbent  upon  the 
Chair  to  call  up  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday as  the  special  order  taking  precedence  of 
all  other  business,  and  that  is  the  joint  resolution 
(S.-No.  16)' proposing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  upon  which  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Harlan]  is  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
will  yield  to  allow  us  to  get  a  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  dispose  of  it.  There  will  be  no  more 
debate. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  no  objection  that  the 
special  order  shall  be  passed  over  informally  if 
the  vote  can  be  taken  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     I  only  want  a  vote. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  will 
lay  aside  the  special  order  if  there  be  no  objection. 
["Agreed."]  The  question  is  on  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  ayes  twenty-three, 
noes  not  counted. 

AMENDMENT  OP  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
(S.  No.  16)  proposing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  the  pending  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

M>.  HARLAN.  Mr.  President,  the  measure 
now  pending  proposes  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Before  this  joint 
resolution  can  become  effective  it  must  be  passed 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  each  branch  of  Congress 
and  receive  the  approval  of  the  Legislatures  of 
three  fourths  of  the  States.  It  cannot  then  be  ob- 
jected to  on  constitutional  grounds,  for  the  Con- 
stitution itself  provides  for  this  mode  of  amend- 
ment. Nor  can  an  objection  be  well  taken  to  the 
action  of  the  Senate  at  this  time  on  account  of  the 
rebellious  condition  of  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  some  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  as  has  been 
urged  from  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber,  for  it 
is  not  contemplated  to  exclude  those  States  from 
account  in  estimating  the  majority  of  votes  of  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States.  There  are  thirty-five 
States  now  in  the  Union, counting  those  that  have 
rebelled.  It  is  expected  that  three  more  may  be 
introduced  during  the  coming  year,  making  thirty- 
oight  in  all.    Three  fourths  of  those,  omittinft 


fractions,  would  be  twenty-nine.  There  are  nt)w 
twenty-five  States  represented  in  Congress.  In- 
cluding the  three  new  States  that  probably  will 
be  introduced  we  should  have  twenty-eight,  and 
we  learn  that  the  State  of  Arkansas,  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  also  the  State  of  Tennessee  are 
preparing  to  resume  the  seats  that  their  Senators 
and  Representatives  vacated  two  or  three  years 
since, giving  us  thirty-one  States  in  all,  two  more 
than  would  be  necessary  to  secure  a  constitutional 
majority  of  all  the  States,  counting  those  that  have 
rebelled.  Others  may  also  resume  their  accus- 
tomed places  in  time  to  vote  on  this  proposition; 
in  fact,  all  may  do  so  if  they  so  decide.  But  if 
any  should  not  they  would  have  no  just  right  to 
complain;  for  such  as  might  dissent  agreed  in  en- 
tering the  Union  to  abide  by  such  amendments  as 
three  fourths  of  the  States  should  desire,  notwith- 
standing the  objections  of  a  minority  not  greater 
than  one  fourth.  Nor  could  they  plead  exemp- 
tion on  accountof  disability  to  act  occasioned  by 
their  own  rebellion,  for  it  is  a  settled  principle  of 
law  that  no  one  has  a  right  to  plead  or  take  ad- 
vantage of  his  own  wrong.  And  if  not,  he  may 
not  plead  a  disability  growing  out  of  his  own 
wrong.  And  it  is  contemplated  that  all  shall  be 
counted  as  opposing  the  amendment  who  do  not 
vote  for  it.  If  any  of  the  disabled  States  would, 
if  the  disability  did  not  exist,  support  the  meas- 
ure, they  could  not  complain  of  its  adoption,  and 
if  they  would  in  that  case  vote  against  it,  and  are 
counted  against  it,  they  would  have  no  cause  of 
complaint.  Then,  as  it  seems  to  me  an  argu- 
ment on  the  constitutionality  of  this  measure 
would  be  misapplied,  the  simple  question  is  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  of  the  propriety  of  the  policy 
suggested  by  the  amendment  contained  in  the 
joint  resolution,  and  it  is  on  that  question  that  I 
propose  briefly  to  address  the  Senate., 

Ought  this  policy  to  be  adopted  by  the  United 
States.'  Ought  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  be  so  amended  as  to  abolish  slavery  or 
to  prevent  the  existence  of  slavery  in  all  the 
States  of  the  Union.' 

It  is  insisted  from  some  quarters,  and  has  been 
suggested  in  discussion  here  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate,  that  any  provision  of  a  Constitution 
which  would  interfere  with  the  rights  of  individ- 
ual members  of  the  community  to  private  prop- 
erty should  be  rejected;  that  the  right  to  property 
does  notoriginate  in  the  Constitution  or  laws,  that 
•it  existed  preceding  the  organization  of  society, 
and  that  the  great  object  of  the  organization  of 
society  must  have  been  to  protect,  among  other 
things,  the  right  of  the  individual  to  his  private 
possessions.  And  I  accede  to  the  truth  of  this 
allegation.  I  have  attempted  to  enforce  it  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate  when  other  questions  were  be- 
ing discussed,  fcdo  not  believe  it  would  be  good 
policy  for  the  people  of  any  Stale  or  any  nation 
to  incorporate  a  provision  in  their  fundamental 
law  that  would  abrogate  the  private  rights  of  in- 
dividuals. Concedetheirpowertodosojl  think  the 
policy  would  be  wrong.  Hence  I  proceed  to  in- 
quire into  the  nature  of  the  title  to  the  kind  of 
property  which  would  be  affected  by  the  adoption 
of  tne  amendment  proposed  in  the  joint  resolution 
—the  foundation  on  which  the  claim  to  property  in 
the  service  of  others  as  slaves  is  based;  and  in  doing 
so  it  will  not  be  amiss,- 1  trust,  to  state  that  it  is 
conceded,  I  think,  by  the  writers  on  elementary 
law  that  property  was  originally  the  gift  of  God; 
that  the  title  of  the  individual  to  property  origin- 
ates in  the  labor  and  skill  and  toil  which  he  uses  in 
reducingit  to  possession  and  in  enhancing  its  value 
after  it  may  have  been  rightfully  acquired;  that 
each  member  of  society  has  the  right  to  go  to  the 
common  storehouse  of  ocean  and  field  or  forest, 
and  draw  from  the  common  supplies;  that  all  may 
enjoy  this  right  alike,  but  that  when  any  individ- 
ual of  society  shall,  by  the  applitation  of  labor 
and  skill,  acquire  the  possession  of  any  of  the 
products  of  the  sea,  fields,  forest,  or  of  the  air, 
so  much  as  has  been  thus  rightfully  reduced  to 
possession  becomes  hi.<!  personal  private  property. 
It  is  also  conceded,  I  think,  by  all  that  the  in- 
creased value  of  those  possessions  growing  out 
of  labor  and  skill  on  the  part  of  the  pos.sessor 
belongs  to  the  person  who  has  applied  the  labor. 
To  assert  the  reverse  would  be  equivalent  to  de- 
nying the  title  of  the  Almighty  to  the  workman- 
ship of  His  hands;  for  wlmi  better  right  can  there 
be  to  property  than  the  right  of, the  creator  to  the 
thing  which  ha  has  made?  If  the  individual,  then, 


has  by  his  labor  or  skill  created  an  additional  value 
to  the  thing  rightfully  possessed,  his  title  ought  to 
be  considered  absolute. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  this  principle  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the  title  or  right  of  individuals  to  the  ser- 
vice of  another,  whether  claimed  under  an  ex- 
press or  an  implied  contract.  That  property  may 
exist  in  the  services  of  others  will  hardly  be  seri- 
ously questioned.  The  right  of  property  in  man, 
as  such,  is  sometimes  denied,  but  I  think  this  is 
rather  a  technical  than  a  real  objection.  1  think 
all  admit  that  title  to  the  service  of  men  may  be 
acquired  by  contracts  both  express  and  implied. 
It  IS  certainly  so  with  the  title  of  the  parent  to 
the  services  of  his  children  during  the  years  of 
their  minority.  All  people,  savage,  civilized,  and 
enlightened,  admit  that  the  parent  may  rightfully 
control  the  services  of  his  own  offspring  for  a 
given  period;  he  may  apply  their  labor  for  his 
own  benefit,  or  he  may  contract  for  its  perform- 
ance for  the  benefit  of  another.  But  it  is  univer- 
sally admitted  that  this  rightof  the  parent  to  con- 
trol the  services  of  his  child  grows  out  of  the  ap- 
plication of  labor  and  skill'and  means  on  his  part 
in  providing  food,  raiment,  and  shelter,  and  in- 
struction for  the  child  during  the  years  of  the 
child's  helplessness,  and  that  having  received  this 
bounty  from  the  parent  the  child  is  under  obliga- 
tions to  return  an  equivalent;  he  is  under  obliga- 
tions to  serve  the  father  and  the  mother  until  he 
shall  have  restored  to  them  an  equivalent  for  the 
labor  and  means  that  they  have  applied  for  hia 
welfare  during  the  period  of  his  inability  to  serve 
and  protect  himself.  In  this  country  it  is  sup- 
posed that  this  obligation  is  discharged  by  the 
offspring  in  from  eighteen  to  twenty-one  years 
from  the  date  of  birth.  1  think  in  no  civilized 
country  is  the  period  of  minority  extended  be- 
yond the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  When  once 
this  obligation  shall  have  been  discharged  by  the 
child  and  the  period  of  his  minority  shall  have 
been  terminated,  the  reason  for  the  obligation 
ceasing,  the  child  acquires  a  right  to  control  his 
own  lai3or.  The  same  principle,  I  think,  is  in- 
volved in  the  title  of  the  community  to  the  ser- 
vice of  paupers  and  vagrants.  Having  provided 
him  with  shelter,  food,  raiment,  and  protection, 
the  community  acquires  a  right,  a  just  title  to  the 
service  of  the  pauper  or  the  vagrant  until  it  shall 
have  received  in  return  a  just  equivalent  for  the 
means  thus  applied  for  his  benefit. 

The  same  principle  is  involved  in  express  con- 
tracts. It  is  held,  I  believe,  by  all  jurists  that 
a  contract  without  consideration  is  void;  or  at 
least  it  is  voidable  on  proving  the  absence  or  fail- 
ure of  consideration.  Then  there  isno  difference 
in  principle  between  an  express  and  an  implied 
contract;  the  validity  of  both  depends  on  the  ex- 
istence of  a  consideration  rendered.  This  leads 
me  to  inquire  for  the  origin  of  the  title  of  the  slave- 
holder to  the  services  of  the  slave.  Whence  did 
it  originate.'  What  has  he  done  for  his  slaves 
that  places  them  under  obligations  to  serve  him  .' 
If  you  pret-.s  this  question  he  will  say  that  he 
bought  his  slave.  Well,  of  whom  did  he  buy 
him,  and  what  title  had  the  vender  to  the  property 
sold?  He  bought  him  of  another,  and  so  back 
in  the  chain  of  title  until  finally  you  will  be  told 
that  he  conquered  him  on  the  battle-field;  he  was 
a  captive  in  war;  and  the  conqueror  on  the  battle- 
field acquired  the  right  to  control  the  vanquished, 
the  prisoner;  and  according  to  the  usage  of  civil- 
ized nations  this  right  would  continue  until  the 
prisoner  thus  captured  is  fairly  exchanged,  or 
until  the  end  of  the  war,  when  the  prisoner  would 
have  to  abide  the  conditions  of  the  terms  of  peace. 
Now,  I  will  suppose  that  the  prisoners  thus  cap- 
tured are  never  exchanged;  that  no  terms  are  ever 
agreed  upon; that  the  war  never  ends, or  that  in 
settling  the  conditions  of  peace  the  freedom  of  the 
prisoner  is  not  included;  tind  then  it  will  follow 
that  the  title  of  the  victor  to  the  vanquished  would 
continue  during  his  natural  life;  but  the  captor 
could  not,  on  any  principles  of  justice  with  which 
we  are  acquainted,  extend  his  claim  beyond  this 
period.  And  if  not,  whence  his  title  to  the  ser- 
vices of  the  captive's  offspring,  from  generation 
to  generation  .'  According  to  our  ideas  of  justice, 
it  would  be  wrong  to  punish  a  child  for  the  crimes 
of  his  father;  it  would  be  very  cruel  to  visit  on 
the  offspring  the  misfortune  of  the  parent.  We 
are  told  by  the  divine  writer  that  the  saying 
should  no  longer  be  maintained  in  Israel  that  tho 
fathers  have  eaten  sour  grapes  and  that  the  chil- 
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drcn's  teolh  are  set  on  edge.  Whence,  then,  the 
origin  of  the  siavuiiolder's  title  to  tiic  services  of 
the  slave's  children?  Here  is  tliu  only  answer 
that  can  be  given:  Partus  sequUur  ventrem.  Tiiis 
is  tlie  whole  title,  the  title-deed:  the  offspring 
follows  the  condition  of  the  mother. 

But  why  is  the  offspring  required  to  follow  the 
condition  of  the  parent?  is  the  question  at  issue. 
On  what  reason  is  this  claim  founded?  To  as- 
sert the  existence  of  the  custom,  in  law  Latin,  is 
not  an  answer  to  the  inquiry.  Finding  the  alle- 
gation in  the  Latin  tongue,  or  in  the  old  Roman 
code,  may  be  satisfactory  proof  of  the  existence 
of  the  custom  of  enslaving  the  children  of  slave 
niotiiers  among  the  old  nations.  As  a  historical 
fact  this  may  be  admitted.  It  may  be  admitted 
that  this  custom  has  been  handed  down  to  the 
Christian  era, and  to  the  present  times,  and  is  even 
now  maintained  in  some  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
But  this  does  not  answer  the  question  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  title,  the  reason  by  which  it  is  sup- 
ported, or  the  justice  of  the  claim.  For  jiolyg- 
nmy  has  had  an  equal  antiquity;  it,  too,  existed 
among  the  old  nations,  including  the  Hebrews, 
who  lived  undera  theocracy,  and  it  too  has  been 
handed  down  from  them  to  the  new  era  and  has 
been  tolerated  by  some  of  the  nations  to  the  pres- 
ent hour,  and  until  within  two  or  three  years  last 
past  was  tolerated  by  the  local  laws  of  u  Terri- 
tory within  the  juiisdiction  of  the  United  States. 
If  antiquity  justified  the  one  does  it  not  equally 
justify  the  other? 

But  again,  sir,  the  immolation  of  human  vic- 
tims and  their  sacrifice  to  idols  made  of  stocks 
and  stones  and  beasts  and  creeping  things  and 
imaginary  deities,  representing  the  basest  pas- 
sions known  to  the  liuman  mind,  had  great  an- 
tiquity; tliat  custom,  too,  has  been  tolerated  from 
the  beginning  of  history  down  to  the  present 
moment.  If  antiquity  of  a  custom  justifies  it,  is 
not  this  abomination  as  equally  well  sustained  as 
slavery  ? 

At  a  very  early  period,  we  are  informed  in  his- 
tory, men  ate  the  flesh  of  those  whom  they  van- 
quisfted  in  battle;  and  even  that  loathsome  custom 
now  exists  in  some  of  the  populous  islands  o.f  the 
southern  seas.  If  antiquity  of  the  custom  justi- 
fies the  enslavement  of  the  children  of  the  slave 
mother  (ioes  it  not  equally  well  justify  this  lior- 
rible  custom  also' 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  slave  mother,  owing 
all  the  service  which  she  can  reasonably  perform 
to  her  master,  can  have  no  time  or  means  to  apply 
in  the  su[iport  of  her  own  offspring,  and  therefore 
whatever  of  labor  or  means  may  be  applied  by 
her  in  providing  for  her  children  belongs  to  the 
owner  of  the  mother,  so  that  the  offspring  in  that 
case  would  not  owe  service  in  return  to  the  mother, 
but  to  the  mother's  owner.  Admit  this  to  be  true, 
and  it  will  follow  that  the  owner  of  the  slave 
mother  will  acquire  as  good  a  title  to  the  services 
of  the  children  as  the  mother  herself  otherwise 
would  have  held  had  she  not  been  a  slave,  and 
no  better  title.  But  we  have  seen  a  moment  since 
lliat  her  title  cannot  reach  beyond  the  period  of 
the  child's  minority.  Just  so  soon  as  the  child 
shall  liave  returned  to  the  mother  an  equivalent 
for  the  care  and  labor  applied  by  her  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  child  during  the  years  of  its  helpless- 
ness, her  title  ceases.  Tlien  if  the  owner  of  a 
slave  mother  takes  the  same  title,  and  no  more, 
the  slavery  of  tiie  children  of  a  slave  mother  can- 
not justly  extend  beyond  the  period  of  the  child's 
minority.  'I'hen  I  inquire  whence  the  claim  of 
title  to  the  services  of  the  child  of  a  slave  mother 
after  the  period  of  its  minority;  after  it  shall 
have  paid  the  cost  of  its  keeping  during  the  years 
of  its  helpless  infancy?  To  say  that  slaveholders 
treat  tluMr  slaves  well  is  no  sufficient  answer. 
This  may  or  may  not  be  true,  with   indifference. 

I  sup|)ose  that  in  [loint  of  fact  a  good  man  who 
may  become  the  owner  of  slaves  would  treat 
them  well;  but  a  bad  man  would  treat  them  ill, 
and  the;  slaves  have  no  redress.  The  question, 
however,  is  not  a  question  of  treatment;  it  is  a 
question  of  title.  I  inquire  whence  the  origin  of 
llie  title  of  the  slaveholder  to  the  offspring  of  a 
slave  mother  after  the;  i)eriod  of  its  minority? 

To  say  that  the  slave  is  black  or  colored  is  no 
sufficient  answitr.  Thi.s  mayor  may  not  bi^  true, 
with  p<:rf<ct  iiidifl'i'rence;  and  where  this  law  Latin 
originateil,  a  iiinjority  of  tin;  slaves  were,  in  point 
of  fact,  white.  Slaves  ut  Rome  were  not  usually 
colored  men  of  African  origin.      They  wore  in- 


dilli-rently  those  whom  the  Romans  conquered  in 
battle  and  compelled  to  pass  under  the  yoke. 
Color  at  Rome  was  not  even  a  badge  of  degrada- 
tion. It  had  no  application  to  the  question  of 
slavery.  A  very  large  majority  of  the  slaves  that 
have  existed  during  the  past  ages  have  been  either 
Asiatics  or  of  Caucasian  origin. 

It  cannot  be  claimed  that  the  superiority  of  the 
owner  of  a  slave  is  a  sufficient  answer;  for  here, 
too,  the  owner  may  or  may  not  be  the  superior  of 
the  slave  wliose  services  he  claims  without  affect- 
ing the  question  at  issue.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
equality  or  inequality  between  the  party  claiming 
and  the  party  supposed  to  owe  service.  The 
question  is  one  of  right,  not  of  relative  excellence. 
If  it  were  a  claim  for  a  debt,  payable  in  coin  or 
lands,  and  not  in  labor,  who  would  be  so  crazy 
as  to  allege  the  superiority  of  the  plaintiff  in  na- 
tiveendowmentand  acquirement  to  thedefendant? 
Would  he  not  plead  and  prove  title,  or  valuable 
consideration  rendered,  and  there  rest?  So  it 
would  be  in  a  just  claim  for  services. 

Nor  is  it  a  sufficient  answer  to  say  that  the 
slave  belongs  to  a  pauper  race,  that  he  requires 
the  guardianship  of  some  one  else  to  protect  him 
from  ill.  This,  too,  may  be  true  or  not  true,  with 
perfect  indifference.  The  question  is  not  whether 
those  that  are  held  to  be  slaves  in  this  country 
have  the  capacity  to  provide  for  their  own  wants 
unaided  by  others.  The  question  is  a  question 
of  title  to  the  services  of  the  adult  children  of  a 
slave  mother.  In  point  of  fact,  this  incapacity 
does  not  exist.  The  allegation  is  refuted  by  the 
condition  of  this  class  of  people  around  us  here 
in  this  district  in  sight  of  the  Capitol.  There  are 
here  probably  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  free 
colored  people  providing  for  their  own  wants, 
providing  for  themselves  food  and  raiment  and 
shelter,  sustaining  their  own  schools  and  their 
own  churches,  paying  their  own  medical  bills, 
and  burying  their  own  dead.  There  are  in  Ma- 
ryland to-day  probably  between  eighty  and  one 
hundred  thousand  of  these  free  colored  people  in 
a  like  condition,  not  dependent  upon  the  white 
race  for  their  support  or  guidance  as  guardians. 
There  are  in  the  free  States  probably  to-day  be- 
tween five  hundred  thousand  and  a  million  of  free 
colored  people  in  a  like  condition,  providing  for 
their  own  wants  in  every  respect,  a  very  small 
percentage  of  them  being  paupers  or,  vagrants, 
or  in  any  way  dependent  on  the  support  of  the 
white  race.  • 

But  again,  sir,  ilie  churches  a  few  years  since 
planted  a  colony  of  Africans  at  Liberia,  on  the 
African  coast.  That  colony  gradually  grew  and 
expanded,  increased  in  numbers  and  strength  and 
wealth,  until  it  was  organized  as  a  distinct  and 
perfect  civil  government,  with  its  executive,  its 
legislature,  and  its  judiciary,  i^nce  which  it  has 
been  increasing  still  more  rapidly  and  subjugating 
and  bringing  within  its  control  the  territory  of  the 
tribes  which  surround  it,  just  as  our  fathers  ori- 
ginally subjugated  the  continent  on  which  we  live. 
This  State  thus  organized,  has  grown  in  import- 
ance until  its  existence  as  an  independent  Slate 
has  been  acknowledged  by  the  great  nations  of 
the  world,  including  the  United  States. 

In  tlie  face  of  these  facts,  is  it  proper  for  an 
American  Senator  to  assert  as  a  reason  for  the 
continuation  of  slavery  in  this  country  that  these 
people  are  incapable  of  providing  for  their  own 
wants?  The  allegation  is  refuted  by  the  condi- 
tion of  multiplied  thousands  of  colored  men  right 
around  the  steps  of  the  Capitol.  It  is  refuted  by 
the  condition  of  tens  of  thousands  of  colored  peo- 
ple in  the  State  of  JMaryland,  of  which  this  Dis- 
trict was  originally  a  part.  It  is  refuted  by  the 
existing  condition  of  between  half  a  million  and 
a  million  of  this  class  of  people  in  the  free  States 
of  the  North.  It  is  refuted  by  the  present  condi- 
tion of  an  independent  nation  on  the  shores  of 
Africa. 

But,  Mr.  President,  if  the  allegation  were  true 
ill  pointof  fact,  it  does  not  give  title  to  the  claim- 
ant to  the  services  of  the  adult  offspring  of  a  slave, 
nor  does  it  impose  on  the  claimant  or  master  as 
an  individual  any  obligation  to  provide  for  the 
slave's  necessities,  to  become  the  voluntary  guard- 
inn  of  his  person  or  property.  The  question  of 
capacity  is  a  question  for  the  community  to  de- 
cide, and  not  for  the  creditor  who  claims  the  ser- 
vices of  the  adult  slave  as  a  debtor.  Whether 
the  jiarty  be  compos  or  non  compos  is  a  question 
fit  for  a  judicial  trilnum!  to  settle.     If  settled 


against  the  slave, a  guardian  should  be  appointed 
for  his  person  and  properly,  just  as  you  do  wher^ 
the  party  thus  found  to  be  11071  compos  belongs  to 
a  different  race.  And  here  1  may  be  pardoned 
for  diverting  far  enough  from  the  train  of  my  ar- 
gument to  state  that  I  do  not  ajiprehend  any  in- 
terruption in  society  which  could  possibly  flow 
from  the  immediate  liberation  of  all  the  slaves  in 
the  United  States.  A  vast  majority  of  them  are 
capable  of  taking  care  of  themselves.  It  is  a  fact 
that  needs  no  proof.  They  have  demonstrated 
it  before  our  eyes,  they  have  satisfied  your  Army 
of  this  truth. 

Nearly  every  soldier  and  officer  that  is  now 
serving,  or  who  has  been  heretofore  serving  in 
the  rebel  territory,  has  become  convinced  ihatHa 
vast  majority  of  the  colored  people  are  capable  of 
providingforlheirown  wants.  This  fact  has  long 
since  been  demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
great  nations  of  the  world,  who  have  accordingly 
abolished  slavery  within  their  several  dominions. 
But  if  this  were  not  true,  if  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  them  would  probably  become  paupers  or 
vagrants,  society  can  protect  itself  from  danger 
from  this  source  by  applying  to  them  the'sanie 
laws  which  arc  applied  to  paupers  and  vagrants 
of  the  white  race.  There  is  not  in  theUnion  proba- 
bly a  single  State  that  has  not  at  this  time  well- 
digested  laws  on  the  subject,  making  it  the  duly  of 
the  appropriate  judicial  officers  to  try  the  question 
of  incapacity  and  vagrancy  \yhenever  it  arises, 
and  when  found  to  be  necessary,  to  appoint  guard- 
ians, requiring  bond  and  approved  secxirity  for 
the  faithful  execution  of  the  trust,  to  secure  the 
application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pauper  or  va- 
grant's labor  for  the  promotion  of  his  welfare  or 
the  support  of  those  legally  dependent  on  him. 
Tliis  could  not  possibly  occasion  any  shock  to 
society,  or  endanger  its  peace  and  prosperity.  All 
will  be  made  secure  by  applying  to  paupers  and 
vagrants  of  African  descent  the  same  principles 
and  laws  now  in  force  and  applied  in  every  Slate 
of  the  Union  to  paupers  an(l  vagrants  of  Cauca- 
sian origin.  All  that  can  be  necessary  will  be  the 
application  of  just  laws  precisely  as  these  laws 
are  applied  to  members  of  the  white  race. 

If  then  there  is  no  sufficient  title  to  the  service  of 
the  adult  children  of  a  slave  mother  existing  in 
the  considerations  that  I  have  cited,  I  repeat  the 
inquiry  again,  whence  the  origin  of  the  title;  on 
what  sufficient  reason  is  it  based?  It  is  not  found 
at  common  law.  This  is  admitted  by  all  jurists, 
all  elementary  writers  on  the  subject.  I  will  not 
consume  the  time  of  the  Senate  with  the  argu- 
ment of  this  position.  This  is  deemed  useless 
where  the  authorities  are  uniform.  I  will  content 
myself  with  making  two  or  three  citations  only. 
In  giving  the  opinion  of  the  Court^f  King's  Bench 
in  Sommerseit's  case  Lord  Mansfield  said: 

"1'lie  state  of  slavery  is  of  .sucli  a  nature  that  it  is  inca- 
pable of  beiii!!  introduced  on  any  reasons,  moral  or  pofitical, 
i)nt  only  by  positive  law,  wliicli  preserves  its  force  long 
alter  tlio  ifasons,  occasion,  and  time  itself,  from  whence 
it  was  created,  is  erased  from  tlie  memory;  it  is  of  a  nature 
tliat  iioliiingcan  be  sutt'ered  to  support  it  but  positive  law." 

In  the  Died  Scott  case,  Mr.  Justice  McLean 
said: 

"  For  near  a  century  the  decision  in  Sommersett's  case 
has  remained  tlie  law  of  England.  The  case  of  the  slave 
Grace,  decided  by  Lord  Sl>)well  in  1827,  does  not,  as  h.ts 
been  supposi'd,  overrule  the  judgment  of  Lord  Mansfield. 
Lord  Stowell  held  that,  during  the  residence  of  the  slave 
in  England,  'no  doininioii,  authority,  or  coercion  can  be 
exercised  over  him.'"  ****** 

"  There  is  no  Dilu-rili'scription  of  property  which  was  not 
proteeled  in  England,  brought  from  one  of  its  slave  i;|tends. 
i)oes  not  Ihis  show  that  property  in  a  human  being  di>es  not 
arise  from  iianne  or  from  llie  common  law,  but,  in  the 
language  of  this  court,  '  it  is  a  mere  municipal  regulation, 
founded  upon  and  limited  to  the  range  of  Ihe  lerriiorial 
laws."  'J'his  deeisinn  is  not  a  mere  argument,  hut  it  is  the 
end  of  tlie  law,  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  slavery.  Until  it 
shall  he  overturned,  it  is  not  a  point  for  argument.  It  is 
obligatory  on  myself  and  my  brethren,  and  on  all  judicial 
tribunals  over  wliicli  this  court  exercises  an  appellate 
power." 

And  Mr.  Justice  Curtis,  in  the  same  case,  said: 

"  Slavery,  being  contrary  to  natural  right,  is  created  only 
by  munii'ipal  law.  Tliis  is  not  only  plain  in  itself,  and 
agreed  by  all  writers  on  lliesnbjc:et,  but  it  is  inferable  from 
the  Constitution,  and  has  been  explicitly  declared  by  this 
court.  The  Constitution  refers  to  slaves  as  '  persons  held 
to  service  in  one  State  under  the  laws  thereof.'  Nothing 
can  more  clearly  describe  a  status  created  by  inunicipai 
law." 

In  Prigg  vs.  Pennsylvania,  (10  Pet.,  611.)  this 
court  said: 

"  The  state  of  slavery  Is  dceincd  to  be  a  mere  municipal 
regulation,  founded  on  and  limited  to  the  range  of  territo- 
rial laws."        •         •»_****• 
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"  Rut  \vi>.  view  this  as  aright  existing  by  positive  law  of 
a  municipal  cliaracter,  without  foundation  in  tlie  law  of 
nature  or  the  unwritten  common  law." 

Justice  Curtis  remarks,  after  citing  a  list  of  au- 
thorities on  tills  point: 

"  I  air?  acquainted  with  nocaseor  writerquestioningthe 
correctness  of  this  doctrine." 

The  opinions  of  tlie  courts  of  Englatid  and  of 
this  country ,  State  and  national,  in  the  slave  States 
as  well  as  the  free  States,  seem  to  have  been  uni- 
form throughout.  It  is  not  a  legal  or  judicial  ques- 
tion, therefore,  to  be  settled  by  the  weight  of  au- 
thorities, but  it  is  maintained  by  all  alike.  Hence 
slavery  cai>not  have  any  supportal  common  law. 

1  inquire  in  the  next  place  if  it  has  a  legal  exist- 
ence by  virtue  of  any  municipal  or  statute  regu- 
lation. On  that  point  I  will  content  myself  by 
leading  from  a  speech  delivered  in  1850  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia, 
then  a  member  of  this  body,  in  reply  to  a  speech 
made  by  Mr.  Dayton,  then  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  when  the  bill  to  enact  the 
fugitive  slave  law  of  1850  was  pending.  Mr. 
Mason  said: 

"Then,  asrain,  it  is  proposed  as  part  of  the  proof  to  be 
adduced  at  the  hearing  after  the  fugitive  has  been  recap- 
tured, that  evidence  sliall  be  brouglit  by  the  claimant  to 
show  that  slavery  is  establislied  in  the  State  from  which 
thefugitive  has  absconded."  *  *  *  *  "  Sucli 
proof  is  required  in  the  Senator's  amendment;  and  if  he 
means  by  this  tliat  proof  shall  be  brought  that  slavery  is 
established  by  existing  laws,  it  is  impossible  to  comply  with 
the  requisition,  for  no  such  proof  can  he  produced,  I  appie- 
liend,  in  anyof'tliH  slave  Slates.  I  am  not  aware  tUat  there 
is  a  single  Slate  in  which  the  institution  is  established  by 
law." 

If  it  does  not  and  canoot  exist  at  common  law 
and  does  not  exist  by  virtue  of  any  municipal  or 
statute  law,  and  cannot  be  justified  by  human 
reason,  pray  whence  the  origin  of  the  title  of  the 
master  to  the  services  of  the  adult  offspring  of  a 
slave  mother?  The  only  remaining  law  that  can 
be  cited  for  its  support  is  the  Levitical  code. 
This  code  is  sometimes  cited  for  this  purpose. 
These  are  the  words  usually  quoted: 

"B(Uh  thy  bondmen,  and  thybondniaids,  which  thou  shajt 
have,  shall  be  of  the  heathen  that  ar(?  round  about  j'ou  ;  of 
them  shall  ye  buy  boiidinen  and  bondmaids. 

"  Moreover,  of  the  children  of  the  strangers  that  do  so- 
journ among  yon,  of  them  shall  ye  buy,  and  of  their  fami- 
lies that  are  with  you,  which  they  begat  in  your  land  :  and 
they  shall  be  your  possession. 

"And  ye  shall  talce  them  as  an  inheritance  for  your  chil- 
dren after  you,  to  inherit  them  for  a  possession;  they  shall 
be  your  bondmen  forever." 

1  remark  in  this  connection  that  the  Levitical 
code  or  the  Hebrew  law  contains  a  provision  for 
the  naturalization  of  foreigners  svhether  captives 
of  war  or  voluntary  emigrants.  By  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  this  law  they  became 
citizens,  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
and  immunities  of  native  Hebrews.  The  Hebrew 
slave  code^  applicable  to  enslaved  Hebrews  is  in 
these  worJs: 

"And  if  thy  brother,  an  Hebrew  man,  or  an  Hebrew  wo- 
man, be  sold  unto  thee,  and  serve  thee  six  years,  then  in  the 
seventh  year  thou  shalt  let  him  go  free  from  lliee." 

Here  I  request  the  attention  of  those  who  claim 
compensation  for  emancipated  slaves  to  the  text: 

"And  when  thou  sciidest  him  out  free  from  thee,  thou 
shalt  not  let  him  go  away  empty: 

"  Thou  Shalt  furnish  him  liberally  out  of  thy  flock,  and 
out  of  thy  floor" — 

Which  means  granaries^ — 
"  and  out  of  thy  wine  press:  of  that  wherewith  the  Lord  thy 
God  hath  blessed  thee  thou  shmltgive  unto  him."         *         * 

"It  shall  not  seem  hard  unto  thee,  when  thou  sendestliim 
Qway  free  from  thee  ;  for  he  hath  been  w^rth  a  double  Iiired 
servant  to  thee,  in  serving  thee  six  years." 

These  Hebrew  statutes  provide  that  the  heathen 
might  be  purchased  and  held  as  slaves,  and  their 
posterity  after  them;  that  under  their  naturaliza- 
tion laws  all  strangers  and  sojourners,  bond  and 
free,  have  the  privilege  of  acquiring  the  rights  of 
citizenship;  that  all  Hebrews,  natives  or  nalui-al- 
izcd^might  assert  and  maintain  their  right  to 
freedom. 

At  the  end  of  six  years  a  Hebrew  slave  thus 
demanding  his  liberty  was  not  to  be  sent  away 
empty;  the  owner,  so  far  from  claiming compen- 
Bationfrom  his  neighbors  orfrom  ihe  public  treas- 
ury forsetting  him  free,  was  bound  to  divide  with 
thefreedman  of  hisown  posse.ssions,  (o  give  him 
of  his  flocks,  of  his  herds,  of  his  granary ,  and  of 
hi»-wincprcss,  of  everything  with  which  the  Lord 
Almighty  had  blessed  the  master  during  the  years 
of  his  servitude;  and  then  the  owner  was  admon- 
ished that  he  was  not  to  regard  it  as  a  hardship 
to  be  required  to  libcrato  the  slave,  and  to  divide 


with  him  of  his  substance.  The  Almighty  places 
the  liberated  slave's  claim  to  a  division  of  his  for- 
mer master's  property  on  theeternal  principles  of 
justice,  the  duty  to  render  an  equivalent  for  an 
equivalent.  The  slave  having  served  six  years 
must  be  paid  for  his  service,  must  be  paid  liber- 
ally because  he  had  been  worth  even  more  than  a 
Inred  servant  during  the  period  of  his  enslavement. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.*  Will  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  allow  me  in  this  connection  to  ask  him  a 
question.'  What  interpretation  does  he  give  to 
that  passage  of  Scripture  in  which  the  Jews  are 
authorized  to  buy  servants  of  the  heathen  round 
about,  with  their  money,  and  that  they  should  be- 
come an  inheritance  to  their  children? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  the  Senator  was  not 
in  his  seat  when  I  discussed  that  point.  I  would 
prefer  not  to  restate  that  partof  my  argument  now. 

Mr.SAULSBURY.  I  did  not  hear  the  Sen- 
atorallude  to  that.    I  do  not  wish  to  interrupt  him. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  justke  of  this  claim 
cannot  be  found  either  in  reason,  natural  justice, 
or  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  or  in  any 
positive  municipal  or  statute  regulation  of  any 
State,  or  in  the  Hebrew  code  written  by  the  finger 
of  God  protruded  from  the  flame  of  fire  on  the 
summit  of  Sinai,  I  ask  whence  the  origin  of  the 
title  to  the  services  of  the  adult  offspring  of  the 
slave  mother?  Or  is  it  not  manifest  that  there  is 
no  just  title?  Is  it  not  a  mere  usurpation  with- 
out any  known  mode  of  justification,  under  any 
existing  code  of  laws,  human  or  divine? 

If  it  cannot  be  thus  justified,  is  it  a  desirable 
institution?  If  the  supposed  owner  has  no  title, 
is  it  the  duty  of  the  nation  to  maintain  the  usurped 
claim  of  the  master  to  the  services  of  his  slaves? 
Are  the  incidents  of  slavery  sufliciently  desirable 
to  justify  such  policy?  Some  of  the  incidents  of 
slavery  may  be  stated  as  follows:  it  necessarily 
abolishes  the  conjugal  relation.  This,  I  take  it, 
needs  no  argument  for  its  support  on  the  floor  of 
the  Senate.  We  have  the  result  of  the  fruits  of 
the  accumulated  experience  and  wisdom  of  the 
people  of  the  slave  States  for  a  period  of  three 
fourths  of  a  century  before  us  in  the  character  of 
their  laws.  Here  may  be  found  the  culmination 
of  their  wisdom,  the  fruits  of  their  ripened  judg- 
ment. The  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Johnson,]  a  few  days  since,  when  discuss- 
ing this  subject,  staled  that  in  none  of  the  slave 
States  was  this  relation  tolerated  in  opposition  to 
the  will  of  the  slave-owner;  and  that  in  many  of 
them,  I  think  he  said  a  majority  of  them,  it  was 
prohibited  absolutely  by  their  statute  laws.  This, 
I  take  it  then,  is  the  matured,  ripened  opinion  of 
the  people  of  those  States.  In  their  opinion  the 
prohibition  of  the  conjugal  relation  is  a  necessary 
incident  of  slavery,  and  that  slavery  cannot  or 
would  not  be  maintained  in  the  absence  of  such 
a  regulation. 

The  existence  of  this  institution  therefore  re- 
quires the  existence  of  a  law  that  annuls  the  law 
of  God  establishing  the  relation  of  man  and  wife, 
which  is  taught  by  the  churches  to  be  a  sacra- 
ment as  holy  in  its  nature  and  its  designs  as  the  eu- 
charist  itself.  If  informed  that  in  these  Christian 
States  of  the  Union  men  were  prohibited  by  pos- 
itive statute  law  from  partaking  of  the  emblems 
of  the  broken  body  and  shed  blood  of  the  Saviour, 
what  Senator  could  hesitate  to  vote  for  their  re- 
peal and  future  inhibition?  And  yet  here  one  of 
these  holy  sacraments  that  we  are  taught  to  regard 
with  the  most  sacred  feelings,  equally  holy,  in- 
stituted by  the  Author  of  our  being,  deemed  to  be 
necessary  for  the  .preservation  of  virtue  in  civil 
society ,  is  absolutely  inhibited  by  the  statute  laws 
of  the  States  v/here  slavery  exists.  The  conjugal 
relation  is  abrogated  among  four  million  human 
beings,  who  are  thus  driven  to  hetei-ogeneous  in- 
tercourse like  the  beasts  of  the  field,  the  most  of 
whomare  natives  of  these  Christian  States.  If 
you  continue  slavery  you  must  continue  this  ne- 
cessary incident  of  its  existence. 

Another  incident  is  the  abolition  practically  of 
the  parental  relation,  robbing  the  offspring  of  the 
care  and  attention  of  his  parents,  severing  a  re- 
lation which  is  universally  cited  as  the  emblem 
of  the  relation  sustained  by  the  Creator  to  the 
human  family.  And  yet,  according  to  the  matured 
judgment  of  these  slave  States,  this  guardian- 
ship of  the  parent  over  his  own  children  must  be 
abrogated  to  secure  the  perpetuity  of  slavery. 

But  again,  it  ab(?lishes  necessarily  the  relation 
of  person  to  property.     It  declares  the  sliivo   to 


be  incapable  of  acquiring  and  holding  property, 
and  that  this  disability  shall  extend  to  his  off- 
spring from  generation  to  generation  throughout 
the  coming  ages.  We  sometimes  shed  tears  over 
the  misfortunes  of  men,  and  when  by  flood  or 
storm  or  fire  they  are  robbed  of  their  earthly 
possessions  contributions  are  made  to  enable  them 
to  start  again  in  their  accustomed  business  pur- 
suits; but  the  Senator  who  votes  to  perpetuate 
slavery  votes  not  only  to  sweep  away  every 
shred  of  property  that  four  million  people  can  pos- 
sibly hold,  but  he  votes  to  destroy  their  capacity 
to  acquire  and  hold  it  and  to  impose  this  disabil- 
ity on  their  posterity  forever.  If  successful  in 
perpetuating  it  he  becomes  more  disastrous  to 
this  multitude  of  people  than  storm  and  flood  and 
fire;  more  disastrous  than  the  sirocco  or  monsoon 
of  the  desert  or  the  unchained  pestilence. 

But  it  also  necessarily,  as  an  incident  of  its  con- 
tinuance, deprives  all  those  held  to  be  slaves  of 
a  status  in  court.  Having  no  rights  to  maintain 
and  no  legal  wrongs  to  redress,  they  are  held  to 
be  incapable  of  bringing  a  suit  in  the  courts  of  • 
the  United  States;  a  disability  as  it  seems  to  me 
that  ought  to  shock  the  moral  sensibilities  of  any 
Christian  statesmati.  Robbed  of  all  their  rights, 
and  then  robbed  of  their  capacity  to  complain  of 
wrong;  robbed  of  the  power  to  appear  before  im- 
partial tribunals  for  the  redress  of  any  grievances, 
however  severe! 

As  an  incidentof  this  condition,  they  are  robbed 
of  the  right  to  testify;  and,  as  if  to  put  the  cap  on 
this  climax  of  gigantic  iniquity,  they  are  denied 
the  right  to  human  sympathy.  Yes,  sir,  denied 
the  right  to  receive  the  common  sympathies  of  the 
human  race!  How  frequently  have  some  of  us 
who  have  occupied  seals  on  this  floor  for  several 
years  been  jeered  by  brother  Senators  represent- 
ing slave  States  for  an  expression  of  sympathy 
for  the  oppressed,  as  if  it  were  a  crime  to  feel  for 
another's  degradation;  and  everr  yesterday  the 
learned  and  able  Senator  from  Maryland  coupled 
a  citation  of  sympathy  in  the  North  for  a  down- 
trodden race  with  the  conduct  of  rebels  in  the 
South,  as  if  philanthropy  manifested  for  the  Af- 
rican were  equally  guilty  with  treason.  How 
does  this  accord  with  our  ideas  of  the  character 
of  those  emotions  when  manifested  toward  any 
other  helpless  class  of  our  fellow-men  ?  You  find 
children  in  the  community  without  parents,  with- 
out natural  guardians  of  person  or  property;  you 
at  once  provide  by  law  for  their  protection.  You 
secui-e  tlie  appointment  of  guardians  and  the  es- 
tablishment of'orphan  asyluins.  You  find  those 
who  are  idiotic  and  insane,  or  deaf  and  dumb 
and  blind,  and  immediately  the  treasure  and  the 
wisdom  of  the  Stale  are  taxed  for  the  establish- 
ment of  schools  for  their  insli^ction  and  iiospi- 
lals  for  their  treatmfnt.  You  find  a  feeble  people 
along  your  frontier,  and  at  once  you  take  thend 
under  your  guardianship  as  a  nation,  and  pour 
out  the  public  treasure  by  the  million  to  provide 
for  their  welfare.  And  the  churches  take  up  col- 
lections all  over  this  land  to  enable  them  to  send 
teachers  and  books  and  apparatus  for  schools  and 
churches  in  all  heathen  lands  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  including  the  ancestors  and  brothers  of 
the  Africans  held  here  as  slaves.  Their  fathers 
and  brothers  on  the  shores  of  Africa  are  fit  ob- 
jects for  human  sympathy,  for  human  commis- 
eration, and  Chi'istian  and  philanthropic  effort. 
How  is  it  then  a  crime  to  express  for  them  the 
same  compassion  in  this  country  in  the  bosom 
of  Christian  States? 

And  then  another  incident  of  this  institution  is 
the  suppression  of  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of 
the  press,  not  only  among  these  down-trodden 
people  themselves  but  among  the  white  race. 
Slavery  cannot  exist  where  its  merits  can  be  freely 
discussed;  hence  in  the  slave  States  it  becomes  a 
crime  to  discuss  its  claims  for  protection  or  the 
wisdom  of  its  continuance.  Its  continuance  also 
requires  the  perpetuity  of  the  ignorance  of  its  vic- 
tims. It  is  therefore  made  a  felony  to  teach  slaves 
to  read  and  write. 

It  also  precludes  the  practical  possibility  of 
maintaining  schools  for  the  education  of  those  of 
the  white  race  who  have  not  the  means  to  provide 
for  their  own  mental  culture.  It  consequently  de- 
grades the  white  as  well  as  African  race.  It  also 
impoverishes  the  State,  as  is  manifest  by  a  com- 
parison of  the  relative  wealth,  population,  and 
prosperity  of  the  free  and  slave  States  of  the 
Union. 
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If,  then,  none  of  these  necessary  incidents  of 
slavery  aredesirnblc,  how  can  an  American  Sen- 
Btorcast  a  vole  lo  justify  its  continuance  for  a  sin- 
gle hour,  or  withhold  a  vote  necessary  for  its  pro- 
hibition? The  passage  of  the  joint  resolution,  its 
adoption  by  the  States  of  the  Union,  would  not 
be  injurious  to  slaveholders  themselves.  A  care- 
ful examination  of  this  subject  as  it  seems  to  me 
proves  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  that  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  slaveholders  would  be 
augmented  by  a  change  of  their  system  of  labor 
from  compulsory  to  voluntary. 

Its  adoption  will  also  increase  the  military 
strength  of  the  nation,  securing  harmony  and 
unity  of  purpose  here  at  home  and  furnishing  the 
means  to  fill  up  our  wasting  armies  and  the  crews 
of  our  ships  of  war. 

It  will  also  secure  the  sympathy  and  support  of 
the  nations  of  the  Old  World  that  seem  now  to 
be  waiting  fora  favorable  opportunity  to  intervene 
ngainst  our  future  unity.  No  one,  1  think,  con- 
versant with  our  diplomatic  history  for  the  last 
three  years  can  doubt  that  when  in  themost  im- 
minent peril  interposition  was  prevented  by  the 
President's  proclamation  of  freedom. 

If,  therefore,  by  the  adoption  of  this  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  you  pro- 
hibit slavery  and  the  possibility  of  its  existence 
hereafter  forever,  you  will  secure  the  sympathy  of 
the  masses  of  the  people  of  the  Old  World,  and 
thus  place  it  out  of  the  power  of  despots  to  endan- 
ger the  restoration  of  the  Union. 

If  I  am  right  in  my  conclusions  that  slavery  as 
it  exists  in  this  country  cannot  be  justified  by  hu- 
man reason,  has  no  foundation  at  common  law, 
and  is  not  supported  by  the  positive  municipal 
laws  of  the  States,  nor  by  the  divine  law,  and  that 
none  of  its  incidents  are  desirable,  and  that  its  abo- 
lition would  injure  no  one,  and  will  do  no  wrong, 
but  will  secure  unity  of  purpose,  unity  of  action, 
and  military  strength  here  at  home,  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  strong  nations  of  the  world,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ought  not 
to  hesitate  to  take  the  action  necessary  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  States  to  terminate  its  existence 
forever,  and  I  shall  thus  vote. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Mr.  President,  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  enter  into  any  elaborate  discus- 
sion of  this  subject.  I  have  already  spoken  upon 
it.  My  purpose  in  rising  is  simply  to  respond 
to  an  interrogatory  propounded  to  me  by  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson]  yester- 
day. I  shall  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
but  for  a  few  moments.  I  shall  riot  undertake  to 
answer  the  argument  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Marylantl  at  length,  nor  shall  I  attempt  to 
make  any  extended  argument  in  reply  to  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa. 

The  Senator  from  Iowa,  as  I  understand  him, 
denies  the  right  of  the  slaveholder  to  his  slave  as 
property.  He  referred  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks to  the  condition  of  the  slaves  and  the  title 
to  slaves  among  the  Jews,  and,  as  I  understood 
him,  denied  that  slavery  existed  among  that  peo- 
ple for  a  longer  period  than  a  term  of  years;  and 
he  cited  the  passage  from  the  Bible  where  the 
Hebrews  were  commanded,  after  their  servants 
had  served  them  six  years,  to  let  them  go  free. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa  is  well  read  in 
the  Scriptures,  and  is  presumed  to  know  what  he 
is  talking  about;  but  I  submit  to  his  considera- 
tion and  ask  him  if  this  is  not  true,  that  among 
those  people  there  existed  different  kinds  of  ser- 
vants? They  hud  their  hired  servants,  and  their 
bondmaids  and  bondmen  answering  to  our  slaves. 
When  I  propounded  the  question  to  the  honor- 
able Senator  what  interpretation  he  gave  to  that 
passage  of  Scripture  which  told  the  Jews  that  of 
the  heathen  round  about  them  they  might  buy 
slaves,  and  they  should  lie  an  inheritance  unto 
their  children  after  them,  I  received  no  response, 
except  that  he  had  already  referred  to  that  passage. 

As  an  answer  to  the  honorable  Senator  I  will 
simply  cite  a  passage  from  the  most  learned  com- 
mentator of  his  own  church,  showing  that  his 
views  are  not  correct;  that  slavery,  slavery  for 
life,  and  slaves  as  an  inheritance  to  theirchildren, 
existedamongthatpeople.  If  I  show  this  I  show 
that  the  propowition  of  the  honorable  Senator  that 
there  can  be  no  title,  no  right  to  this  species  of 
property,  is  in  conAict  with  the  command  of  the 
Almighty  and  with  the  practice  of  His  chosen  peo- 
ple. It  IS  no  answer  lo  me  to  say  that  ijmos  have 
changed,  and  that  what  was  ullownblo  according 


to  the  express  commands  of  the  Almighty  at  a 
former  period  is  not  to  be  allowed  now.  Iknow 
that  in  these  modern  days  it  has  been  said  by 
some  that  we  must  have  an  anti-slavery  Constitu- 
tion, an  anti-slavery  Bible,  and  an  anti-slavery 
Grod.  I  trust  that  my  honorable  friend  from  Iowa, 
the  greater  portion  of  whose  life,  as  1  understand, 
has  been  devoted  to  the  study  and  exposition  of 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  has  not  found  since  he  has 
become  a  Senator  that  it  is  necessary  to  discard 
the  old  Bible  and  the  God  that  his  fathers  wor- 
shiped. But,  sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  this 
argument  further  than  to  cite  a  passage  from  the 
Commentaries  of  Dr.  Clarke,  a  most  learned  com- 
mentator of  the  Senator's  own  church,  upon  this 
subject.  Speaking  of  Hagar,  Dr.  Clarke  makes 
this  remark: 

"  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  female  slaves  constituted 
a  part  of  the  private  patrimony  or  possession  of  a  wife; 
and  that  she  had  a  right,  according  to  the  usage  of  those 
times,  to  dispose  of  tliem  as  she  pleased.  Tlie  slave  being 
the  absolute  properly  of  the  mistress,  not  only  her  person, 
but  the  fruits  of  her  labor,  with  all  her  children,  were  her 
owner's  property  also.  'J"he  children,  therefore,  that  were 
born  of  the  slave,  were  considered  as  the  children  of  the 
mistress.  It  was  on  this  ground  that  Sarai  gave  her  maid 
to  Abram." 

Why,  sir,  the  passage  of  Scripture — and  since 
preachers  have  become  politicians,  I  presume  there 
IS  no  impropriety  in  politicians  becoming  preach- 
ers, and  I  may  be  allowed  to  refer  to  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  to  tli^  expositions  which  have  been 
given  by  learned' commentators  on  this  subject — 
to  which  the  learned  Senator  referred,  that  the 
servant  should  serve  six  years,  and  on  the  seventh 
should  be  allowed  to  go  free,  refers,  and  refers 
exclusively,  as  the  honorable  Senator  must  know, 
if  he  has  studied  that  Book  of  books  as  he  should 
have  studied  it,  to  those  servants  who  were  of 
Hebrew  origin.  It  is  true  that  by  the  command 
of  the  Almighty  a  Hebrew  was  not  allowed  to 
hold  one  of  his  own  race  in  bondage  for  a  longer 
period  than  six  years;  in  the  seventh  he  was 
commanded  to  let  him  go  free. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Perhaps  the  Senator  will  prefer 
that  I  should  explain  now  the  point  that  he  raised 
while  I  was  speaking.  I  perceive  that  he  did  not 
hear  my  remarks,  and  consequently  is  firing  a 
little  wide  of  the  mark.  I  cited  the  passage  of 
Scripture  to  which  he  alludes,  and  read  it  in  ex- 
tenso.     It  is  in  these  words: 

"  Both  thy  bondmen, and  thy  bondmaids,  which  thou  shalt 
have,  shall  be  of  the  heathen  that  are  round  about  you;  of 
them  shall  ye  buy  bondmen  and  bondmaids." 

The  next  verse  is  as  follows,  and  refers  to  a 
different  class  of  persons: 

'<  Moreover,  of  the  children  of  the  strangers  that  do  so- 
journ among  you,  of  tliem  shall  ye  buy,  and  of  their  fami- 
lies that  are  with  you, which  they  begat  in  your  land:  and 
they  shall  be  your  possession.  And  yo  shall  lake  them  as 
an  inheritance  for  your  children  after  you,  to  inherit  them 
for  a  possession  ;  they  shall  be  your  bondmen  forever." 

This  whole  passage  refers  to  slaves  made  of  the 
heathen  round  about,  the  captives  taken  in  war, 
or  those  that  may  have  sold  themselves  into  sla- 
very. I  next  stated  t4iat  in  the  Levitical  or  He- 
brew code  there  was  a  naturalization  law  that  pro- 
vided for  the  incorporation  of  all  strangers,  slaves 
and  freemen,  into  the  nation  as  Hebrews,  and  that 
when  they  became  Hebrews  by  naturalization 
they  acquired  there,  as  they  do  here  under  our 
naturalization  laws,  all  the  rights  of  citizenship. 
They  must  thenceforward  be  treated  as  Hebrews, 
members  of  that  nationality,  controlled  by  the 
Hebrew  code  and  entitled  to  all  its  rights  and 
privileges. 

I  next  cited  the  law  of  slavery  in  relation  to 
Hebrews  or  slaves  that  were  made  such  of  the 
Hebrew  nation  itself.  That  part  of  the  law  is  in 
these  words: 

"  And  if  thy  brother,  .-wi  Hebrew  man,  or  an  Hebrew 
woman,  be  sold  unto  thee,  and  serve  thee  six  years,  then 
in  the  seventh  year  thou  slialt  let  him  go  free  from  thee." 

Then  the  lawgiver  takes  up  the  subjcctof  com- 
pensation, a  point  of  vital  moment  to  the  Senator 
from  Delaware,  and  liere  it  is: 

"  And  when  thou  sendcst  him  out  free  from  thee,  thou 
Shalt  not  let  him  go  awayempty : 

"'I'hou  shalt  furnish  him  liberally  out  of  thy  flock,  and  out 
of  thy  floor,  and  out  of  thy  wine-press:  of  that  wherewith 
the  l^ord  thy  (jod  hath  blcsvcd  tlii^c  thou  shalt  give  unto 
him."         *»***•>»•* 

"  It  shall  not  seem  hard  unto  thee,  when  thou  sendcst  him 
away  free  from  Ihec  ;  for  he  hath  been  worth  a  double  hired 
Btrvanito  thee,  in  serving  thee  six  yuara." 

Here  is  the  whole  code  on  the  subjcctof  slavery : 
first,  the  heathen  reduced  to  slavery  might  be  held 


for  life,  unless  he  became  a  Hebrew  under  the 
naturalization  laws,  and  his  posterity  might  be 
held  also  according  to  the  Roman  code;  but  if  he 
became  a  Hebrew  by  conforming  to  the  natural- 
ization laws,  the  ceremonies  of  which  were  a  little 
different  from  those  applied  in  this  country,  yet 
were  really  effective  in  incorporating  him  into 
that  nationality,  then  he  became  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  of  a  Hebrew,  and  as  a  Hebrew  he  must 
necessarily  be  discharged  at  the  end  of  the  sixth 
year  withoutcompensalion  to  the  master;and,  still 
more,  the  master  must  pay  him  for  his  services; 
he  must  not  think  it  a  hardship  that  he  is  requii-ed 
not  only  to  set  him  free,  but  to  pay  him  for  the 
labor  he  has  performed. 

This  is  the  whole  of  the  Hebrew  code  on  that 
subject,  not  cited  in  exlenso,  but  fairly  cited.  I 
stated  that  the  custom  of  holding  the  off"spring  of 
a  slave  mother,  and  its  operation  from  generation 
to  generation,  did  maintain  in  the  Hebrew  nation 
as  well  as  in  the  other  old  nations;  but  I  was  in- 
quiring for  the  title  by  which  they  were  held  and 
the  reasonableness  of  the  claim,  and  the  law  on 
which  it  was  founded. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  1  am  gratified  at  the  ex- 
planation of  the  honorable  Senator,  although  I 
do  not  agree  to  the  correctness  of  any  position  he 
has  assumed  in  his  remarks.  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator has  been  studying  the  Bible  all  his  life.  I 
ought  to  have  done  the  same  thing.  When  I  was 
young  I  did  so,  though  not  perhaps  as  well  as  the 
honorable  Senator.  But  the  explanation  of  the 
honorable  Senator  affords  me  all  the  basis  of  an 
argument  that  I  want,  and  that  is  this:  he  admits 
that  the  Almighty  did  "allow,  did  command  the 
Hebrews  to  make  slaves  of  the  heathen  round 
about  them, and  that  those  heathens  should  bean 
inheritance  to  their  children.  I  shall  not  stop  to 
inquire  into  the  naturalization  of  the  Hebrews  ac- 
cording to  their  law;  but  the  Senator  himself  ad- 
mits the  principleforwhich  I  contend,  and  denies 
theprincipleasserted  aslundei-stood  in  the  speech 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  yester- 
day, that  slavery  was  a  sin.  He  admits  that  ac- 
cording to  the  Mosaic  law  a  certain  species  of 
slaves  might  be  held  as  slaves  and  be  an  inherit- 
ance to  the  children  of  the  master.  By  whose 
authority  were  they  so  held?  That  people  de- 
rived their  law  from  the  Almighty,  for  He  was 
their  great  Lawgiver.  Then  we  find,  even  as  ad- 
mitted by  the  honorable  Senator  himself,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  law  which  God  gave  to  His  chosen 
people  itwas  not  a  sin  under  all  circumstances  at 
least  to  hold  slaves,  but  they  might  be  held  not 
only  during  the  lifetime  of  the  master,  but  as 
property  they  might  be  transmitted  to  the  children 
of  the  master. 

And  yet,  sir,  in  these  days  we  hear  it  said 
everywhere  that  slavery,  under  any  and  all  cir- 
cumstances, is  a  sin;  and  the  passions  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  entire  North  (who  I  do  not  know  are 
any  .more  pious  than  people  elsewhere,  who  I 
have  not  been  taught  to  believe  are  more  ortho- 
dox in  Christian  faith  than  people  elsewhere) 
have  been  inflamed  with  the  idea  that  away  off 
from  them,  not  in  their  midst  but  in  other  States, 
there  exists  an  institution  called  slavery,  sinful  in 
itself,  and  a  crusade  is  invoked  for  the  liberation 
of  the  captives  in  bondage. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  show  from  the  same  learned 
commentator  of  the  church  to  which  the  honor- 
able Senator  belongs  that  his  interpretation  even 
of  the  law  of  the  Jewsis  notcorrcct.    Iwillshow   • 
that  it  is  not  correct  even  under  the  Christian  dis- 
pensation, and  that  the  right  to  property  in  the     ^« 
slave  is  recognized  in  the  Christian  dispensation.    ^H 
I  will  show  that,  too,  by  the  most  learned  com-   "^ 
mentator  of  the  church  to  which  the  honorable 
Senator  belongs. 

Upon  that  passage  where  Paul  is  said  to  have 
returned  Onesimus  to  Philemon,  Dr.  Clarice  cotn- 
ments  thus: 

"The  (Christian  religion  never  cancels  any  civil  rela- 
tions ;  a  slave,  on  being  converted,  and  becoming  a  free 
man  of  Christ,  has  no  right  to  claim  on  that  ground  eman- 
cipation from  the  service  of  his  master.  Justice,  there- 
fore, required  St.  Paul  to  send  back  Onesimus  to  his  master, 
and  conscience  obliged  Onesimus  to  agree  in  the  propriety 
of  the  measure." 

Dr.  Scott,  whose  commentaries  perhaps  circu- 
late more  extensively  in  this  country  than  any 
other,  and  whose  commentaries  were  written  after 
the  inauguration  of  abolitionism  in  England — I 
refer  now  to  the  edition  published  in  this  country 
in  1822 — admits  thatnccording  to  the  Jewish  law 
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there  were  not  only  servnnts  for  the  period  of 
seven  years,  who  were' Hebrews,  but  that  there 
were  slaves  for  life,  slave-s  that  descended  as  an 
inheriti^ce;  and  upon  this  very  passage  in  the 
New  Testament  showing  that  that  law  under  the 
old  dispensation  was  not  abrogated  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  dispensation,  he  holds  that 
Paul  was  bound  in  justice  and  right  to  return 
Onesimu?  to  Philemon.  Whom  did  he  return.' 
He  returned  a  slave.  Onesimuswas  Philemon's 
slave.  He  had  escaped  from  his  master;  he  had 
become  converted,  had  become  a  believer  in  the 
Christian  religion,  and  in  that  epistle  of  Paul  to 
Philemon  Paul  expresses  a  great  desire  to  have 
Onesimus  with  him  on  account  of  the  comfort  it 
would  be  to  liim;  but  he  returned  him  to  Phile- 
mon because  it  was  a  matter  of  duty  and  of  right; 
he  was  his  property. 

But,  sir,  i  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  this  the- 
ological argument,  and  I  have  only  referred  to  it 
to  show  to  the  honorable  Senator  that  even  by  the 
standard  authority  of  his  own  church  his  posi- 
tions are  not  tenable.  Why,  sir,  there  was  such 
a  thing  as  the  year  of  jubilee  among  the  Jews, 
when  all  that  were  held  in  bondage — I  mean  of 
Hebrew  origin — returned  to  their  own  tribes  and 
to  their  own  inheritance;  so  that  if  a  man  had 
wasted  his  property ,  even  if  he  had  become  a  slave 
voluntarily,  when  the  year  of  jubilee  came,  he  re- 
turned to  his  own  tribe  and  to  his  own  inheritance. 
Was  it  ever  heard,  was  it  ever  contended  by  any 
commentator  on  the  Scriptures,  will  it  be  said  by 
the  honorable  Senator,  whom  I  take  to  be  well 
versed  in  theologJcal  lore,  and  for  wliose  candor 
and  whose  honesty  and  wliose  characteras  a  Chris- 
tian gentleman  I  have  the  most  profound  respect, 
that  a  slave  held  under  the  Hebrew  code  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  privilege,  upon  the  return  of  the  year 
of  jubilee,  of  entering  into  the  possession  of  any 
lands?  Not  at  all.  Such  an  idea  has  never  been 
advanced  so  faras  I  have  known — and  while  I  am 
not  very  well  acquainted  with  these  things,  I  have 
sometimes  looked  into  them — no  such  idea  has 
ever  been  advanced  by  any  Christian  writer,  un- 
less it  has  been  done  in  these  late  days,  and  the 
books  now  published  upon  such  subjects  I  now 
never  look  into,  because  .the  children  have  become 
so  nriuch  wiser  than  the  fathers,  and  the  modern 
Christians  so  much  better  than  Paul,  that  I  do  not 
trouble  myself  very  much  with  theirteachings  or 
their  opinions  upon  such  subjects. 

But,  sir,  this  was  not  my  objectin  rising  to  sub- 
mit a  few  remarks  to  the  Senate  on  the  present 
occasion.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Johnson]  yesterdaypropoundedaques- 
tion  to  me.  I  had  stated  in  some  remarks  that  I 
had  previously  made  to  the  Senate  that  in  my 
opinion  it  was  not  competent  for  three  fourths  of 
the  States  by  ratification  to  make  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  obligatory  upon 
a  dissenting  State  whose  interests  were  affected 
by  the  amendment,  if  I  had  doubted  the  correct- 
ness of  the  position  which!  then  assumed,  before 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, I  should  not  doubt  it  now,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  when  no  more  has  been  said  against 
the  soundness  of  that  position  than  was  said  by 
him,]  have  a  right  to  infer  that  all  that  could  be 
eaid  against  it  was  said;  and  I  know  that  no  Sen- 
ator is  more  able  to  show  its  unsoundness  than 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland. 

The  honorable  Senator's  question  was  this: 
was  it  not  competent  for  all  the  States,  when  they 
formed  the  Constitution,  to  provide  in  that  Con- 
stitution that  slavery  should  not  exist  anywhere 
in  the  United  States.'  My  answer  is,  that  it  was 
perfectly  competent  for  all  States  agreeing  to  the 
ratification  of  that  Constitution  to  provide  that 
slavery  should  not  exist  within  the  limits  of  any 
State  agreeing  to  that  ratification;  it  was  compe- 
tent for  them  to  provide  that  no  State  should  be 
admitted  into  their  Union  unless  they  also  would 
agree  to  that  as  a  condition  of  union;  but  it  was 
not  competent  for  them  to  say  that  any  other  State 
as  North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  New  York, and 
Viiginio,  sliould  still  be  members  of  the  Union 
with  such  B,  prohibition,  against  the  protest  of 

91 


either  one  of  those  States  against  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  their  midst. 

The  idea  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland  seemed  to  entertain  was,  that  because 
it  was  perfectly  competent  for  the  original  thirteen 
States  to  provide  in  the  Con.stitution,  if  they  had 
chosen  to  do  so,  that  slavery  should  not,  after  its 
adoption,  exist  anywhere  within  the  limits  of  the 
thirteen  States,  therefore  it  is  competent  for  three 
fourths  of  the  States,  by  ratification,  now  to  do 
whatever  the  original  parties  to  the  compact  might 
have  originally  done.  1  deny  the  soundness  of 
that  proposition.  While  I  admit  that  it  would 
have  been  perfectly  competent  for  the  original 
States  to  bind  every  party  that  came  into  their 
Union  by  such  an  agreement,  I  deny  that  that  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  which  empowers  two 
thirds  of  the  States  to  propose  amendments,  and 
three  fourths  of  the  States  to  ratify  those  amend- 
ments, gives-to  such  two  thirds  or  three  fourths 
the  power  claimed  for  them  by  the  honorable 
Senator. 

Let  me  illustrate.  The  members  of  this  Senate 
are  engaged  in  different  pursuits  in  life.  Tliey 
live,  if  you  please,  in  the  same  neighborhood. 
One  is  possessed  of  a  farm  adapted  to  grazing,  and 
to  grazing  alone;  another's  property  consists  en- 
tirely of  water-power;  another's  property  is  land 
adapted  to  a  vineyard  and  to  nothing  else;  anoth- 
er's to  growing  grain,  &c.  For  purposes  common 
to  themselves,  regulating  their  intercourse  and 
trade  with  tlie  outside  world-,  they  agree  to  enter 
into  written  articles  of  agreement  for  a  common 
purpose, to  promote  theircommon  interests.  They 
do  enter  into  such  an  agreement  as  that.  They 
agree  also  in  those  articles  that  whenever  two 
thirds  of  their  number  think  a  change  of  those  ar- 
ticles ofagreement  would  be  advantageous  to  them 
all  they  may  propose  such  amendments,  which 
amendments,  if  ratified  by  three  fourths  of  the 
whole  number,  shall  become  binding, and  consti- 
tute a  portion  of  the  articles  ofagreement.  Sup- 
pose, sir,  under  those  circumstances,  that  three 
fourths  of  the  number  should  propose  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  whole  that  your  pasXure 
land  should  be  o^M■bwed  by  my  water-power, 
so  that  your  possSBJPr  is  rendered  worthless  to 
you,  and  that  the  vineyard  of  your  neighbor 
should  be  destroyed  or  greatly  damaged.  Suppose 
that  this  amendment  proposed  by  two  thirds 
should  afterwards  be  ratified  by  three  fourths  of 
the  whole  number.  I  ask  you,  sir,  would  you, 
whose  entire  possession  has  been  destroyed,  or 
so  affected  as  to  become  worthless  to  you,  and 
would  the  owner  of  the  vineyard  whose  posses- 
sion has  been  rendered  wortiiless  to  him,  be  bound 
against  yourand  his  protest  to  submit  to  any  such 
conditionsas  those, simply  because  in  the  articles 
of  agreement,  and  by  force  of  the, ratification  of 
three  fourths  of  the  number,  it  had  been  so  pro- 
vided.' 

Sir,  I  submit  it  to  you,  to  the  Senate,  and  to  the 
country  as  a  question  of  law,  whether,  in  the  case 
I  have  .supposed,  if  there  was  any  attempt  by  the 
owner  of  the  water-power  to  overflow  your  pas- 
ture lands,  there  ever  did  sit  in  this  or  in  any 
other  country  a  court  of  equity  that  would  not 
grant  an  injunction  against  the  exercise  of  such 
a  power,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  fraud  upon 
the  contract,  a  thing  not  contemplated  by  the  par- 
tics  when  they  entered  into  the  original  articles 
of  agreement,  a  thing  foreign  to  the  common  pur- 
pose prompting  the  parties  to  enter  into  such  an 
agreement.'  I  lake  it  there  can  be  but  one  answer 
to  that  question:  that  as  a  question  of  right,  aris- 
ing too  upon  plain  written  articles  ofagreement, 
he  who  administers  the  law  would  say  that  such 
an  attempt  by  three  fourths  was  a  fraud  upon  the 
contract  and  not  binding  upon  the  protesting 
party. 

It  was  upon  that  principle  I  stated  thata  ratifi- 
cation by  three  fourths  of  the  States  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  would  not  give  it  the  force  and 
validity  of  constitutional  obligation  because  it 
was  in  fraud  and  in  violation  of  the  purposes  and 
objects  for  which  the  Constitution  was  framed  and 
the  Union  formed.     I  know  of  no  rules  of  inter- 


pretation in  reference  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  except  those  rules  of  iiiti'rpretation 
which  arise  out  of  the  nature  of  a  contract.  In 
interpreting  that  Con.stitution,  the  terms  of  the. 
instrutneni,  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
parties  to  it,  and  the  common  purpose.^  and  ob- 
jects which  they  hf\d  in  view  in  its  formation 
must  all  be  taken  into  consideration  in  order  to 
arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  in  refrrence  to  the 
powers  which  it  confers  upon  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  which  it  denies  to  the  States,  or 
which  it  confer.s  upon  a  convention  called  under 
its  own  provisions. 

•  Tlu-ii  I  ask  in  thi.s  connection  wliether  the 
propo.sed  amendment  would  not  be  in  fraud  of 
the  original  agreement  between  the,  parties  to  the 
Constitution;  whether  it  would  not  be  contrary 
to  the  common  purposes  and  objects  which  the 
parties  had  in  view  in  entering  into  it.  If  it 
would  bo,  then  1  hold  that  the  attempt  to  incor- 
porate it  into  the  Constitution  would  not  be  liind- 
ing  upon  a  protesting  State.  Otherwise  ih<-  Con- 
stitution would  be  nothing  but  a  trap  and  a  snare. 
It  will  be  admitted  that  before  the  Constitution 
was  formed  you  could  not  havecomiiclled  any  of 
the  four  States  that  were  out  to  enter  into  it;  but 
you  formed  a  contract,  an  agreement,  a  compact, 
a  Constitution  for  certain  avov^ed  ynirposes,  and 
provided  a  way  to  amend  it,  in  ordi  r  to  grt  into 
your  Union  certain  States  who  would  not  other- 
wise havecome  in,  and  now  you  turn  around,  be- 
cause numerically  you  have  the  f)ower,and,  with- 
out placing  those  States  in  the  position  they  were 
in  before  they  entered  into  the  Union,  giving  them 
an  entire  disconnection  from  that  Utiion  with  the 
free  liberty  to  act,  you  say,  "  We  will  bind  you, 
because  you  have  entered  in."  My  answer  is, 
"Per  fraud;"  and  although  I  am  no  secessionist 
— I  do  not  care  what  people  think  on  that  .sub- 
ject, though:  in  these  days  1  do  not  court  the  opin- 
ion of  the  populace  in  reference  to  the  honesty  of 
my  course  or  purposes,  or  the  sincerity  of  the 
views  1  express — yet  I  do  hold  that  such  an 
amendment  would  be  the  clearest  cause  of  seces- 
sion that  could  possibly  be  furnished ,  or  that  ever 
has  been  furnished  to  any  State  in  this  Union.    • 

ThftJIionorable  Senator  from  Maryland  seemed 
to  thftik  that  this  might  be  done  because  "  we,  the 
people,"  made  this  Constitution.  In  one  sense 
"  we,  the  people,"  did  make  it.  The  people  of 
the  States  united,  acting  separately ,  however, did 
make  it.  In  tlie  language  of  Mr.  Madison,  the 
States  are  the  parties,  and  the  only  parties,  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates.  It  was  the 
States  that  made  the  Union.  It  neve^  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  en  masse,  or  even  to  a  con- 
vention of  delegates'  from  all  the  Stales,  or  to  a 
Congress  com|iosed  of  representatives  from  all 
the  States;  but  it  was  proposed  to  the  States  sep- 
arately, and  it  required  the  separate  ratification 
of  the  States  before  it  became  binding  as  a  cove- 
nant of  union  between  the  Stales. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  de- 
rived the  power  to  incorporate  this  provisinn  into 
the  Constitution  by  way  of  amendinent  from  the 
preamble  of  the  Constitution.  He  ciied  thatpre- 
amble  in  these  words: 

"  Wc,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  In  order  to  form 
a  more  perfect  union,  etstablUh  justice,  insure  domestic 
tranquillity,  provklo  for  the  common  defense,  [Iromote  tim 
general  wuli'are,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  lit)erty" — 

The  Senator  stopped  there.  Certainly  1  do  not 
wish  to  misrepresent  the  argument  of  the  honor- 
able Senator,  and  1  will  not  do  so;  but  the  infer- 
ence which  1  drew  was,  that  full  and  pleiictry 
power  for  the  enactment  of  this  measure  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  and  a  jvistificution 
for  its  submission  to  the  States  arose  from  these 
words  of  the  j)reamble  to  the  Constitution.  I 
ohall  not  enter  into  any  liiscussion  of  the  ques- 
tion how  fur  the  preamble  to  a  written  constitu- 
tion can  govern  its  terms.  It  may  be  used,  per- 
haps, in  ciises  of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  as  ex- 
planatory of  what  the  parties  meant;  but  where 
the  terms  of  tlie  agreement  or  the  constitution  are 
clear  ns  in  themselves,  the  preamble  can  have  no 
more  effect  upon  the  legal  interpretation  of  tho 
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instrutnent  than  can  a  prcnnible  in  n  statute  in 
controlling  the  express,  iinequivocAl  langunge  of 
the  siatiits  itself,  where  the  Inngnngo  is  clear  and 
unequivocal. 

But,  sir,  for  whose  benefit  did  the  fratners  of 
this  instrument  make  it?  For  the  wliole  world? 
Did  they  make  it  for  all  the  nations  of  the  earth? 
Had  lliey  in  contemplation  all  the  people  that  in- 
habit the  continent  of  Africa,  of  Asia,  or  even  of 
Europe?  Had  they  in  contemplation  tliat  the 
object  of  its  establisliment  was  for  tlint  servile 
race  which  was  in  their  own  midst?  Not  at  all. 
1  know  it  may  be  said  that  they  may  have  had,  to 
some  extent,  the  people  of  Europe  in  their  mind 
because  they  provided  I'or  naturalization.  That 
13  true,  and  so  tar  as  they  cotne  into  consideration 
in  view  of  the  power  of  naturalization  it  was  estab- 
lished for  their  benefit.  But,  sir,  what  says  the 
preamble  to  the  Constitution  on  that  point? 

"  We,  llie  penplu  ot'llie  United  Statps,in  order  to  form  a 
morepprfect  union.  eslalili>li  justice,  insure  domestic  tiaii- 
qiiiilily,  provide  lor  llie  coninion  defense,  promote  the  igen- 
eral  wiil'are,  and  secure  the  blessings  oliilierty  loourjelves 
and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Uoustilu- 
thin  for  the  Uniti'd  fJliites  ol  America." 

Then,  sir,  I  submit,  with  all  due  deference  to 
tlie  honorable  Senator,  that  because  this  Consti- 
tution was  ordained  "  to  form  a  more  perfect 
Union,  to  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tran- 
quillity, provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote 
the  general  svelfaie,  and  secure  the  blessings  of 
liberty,"  it  does  not  follow  that  any  such  amend- 
ment as  this  can  be  made,  because  the  insti'ument 
itself  shows  for  whom  tliese  blessings  were  in- 
tended to  be  preserved — to  us  and  to  our  posterity. 
What  connection  had  the  slave  population  of  the 
United  Stiites  with  the  formation  of  this  Consti- 
tution? Did  tliey  constitute  any  part  of"  usaiid 
our  pdsterity  "  in  the  contemplation  of  the  framers 
of  this  instiument?  Not  at  ail.  Without  elab- 
orating this  idea,  I  submit  that  no  jusl  or  legiti- 
mate argument  can  be  drawn  from  the  preamble 
of  the  Constitution  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  have  authority  to  propose  this  amendment, 
or  that  it  would  become  binding  in  consideration 
of  the  i-atificaiion  of  tliree  fourths  of  the  Stales. 

Neitlicr  is  it  necessary,  aside  from  the  question 
of  constitutional  power,  for  subserving  any  of  the 
purposes  contemplated  in  the  preamble  of  the 
Con.stitution.  The  honorable  Senator  asked,  is 
there  no  justice  in  it?  Is  it  not  necessary  for  tran- 
quillity? Is  it  necessary  for  the  common  pros- 
perity? My  answer  is,  "  no."  Whence  were  we 
taught — 1  make  this  remark,  however,  not  in  ref- 
erence to  anyihit)g  the  lionorable  Senalliif  from 
Maryland  has  .<said,  but  in  I'eference  to  tlu>* pop- 
ular delusion  which  seems  now  at  itsheight,  and 
■which,  I  hope,  will  very  soon  hasten  to  its  set- 
ting— whence  do  we  derive  the  idea  that  in  this 
abolition  movement  there  is  this  great  and  god- 
like principle  of  justice?  I  profess  not  to  be  wiser 
than  the  Almighty,  or  better  than  tlie  . 'servants  He 
has  chose iVto  proclaim  Plis  word  and  His  jiurpose 
to  men 

Mr.  MALE.     That  is  modest. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  As  I  am  reminded  by  a 
kind  friend  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber  that 
that  is  modest,  I  will  say  1  wish  my  Republican 
friends  were  just  as  modest. 

I  find  that  almost  since  the  flood  this  relation 
hna  existed  upon  earth.  1  have  been  taught  that 
a  just  God  governs  this  world;  and  I  choose  to 
consider  this  relation  of  life,  which  takes  its  origin 
back  to  the  denuticiation  of  the  Most  High  through 
the  patriarch  Noah,  as  in  the  order  of  God's  prov- 
idence, without  being  committed  to  any  of  the  fal- 
lacies that  might  arise  out  of  the  argnnieiit  of  some 
who  (iiscus.s  the  question  of  the  "divine  institu- 
tion." I  accept  it  as  a  fact  in  nnimal  life,  in  the 
life  of  human  beings  with  immortal  spirits,  just 
US  I  accept  the  facts  in  f)hysical  nature,  where  I 
sre  inequality  and  diversity. 

The  theory  now  common  secm.'J  to  be  that  the 
law  of  God '.s  providence  is  equality  and  uniform- 
ity. Such  a  law  never  did  pervade  or  regulate 
the  wwks  of  God's  providence  to  inan;  but  the 
law  of  His  providence  is  inequality  and  diverHity. 
I  treat  of  this  im-qunlity  of  races,  of  human  be- 
ings, precisely  as  I  treat  of  the  inequality  which 
I  see  in  inanimate  and  [ihysical  nature  all  around 
me.  Why  i.s  it?  it  may  be  asked.  Myansweris 
plain:  I  do  nut  know;  nor  do  you  know.  And 
who  iirt  itmu,  O  miin,  says  the  Nacie<l  book,  that 
thou  should.^i  ask  such  a  quesiion?  Shall  the  clay 
Bay  to  llic  poller  VVIiy  hast  ihou  made  me  so? 


Sir,  there  is  a  God  who  rules  over  this  world. 
He  made  it.  He  had  a  right  to  make  it  as  to  His 
own  wisdom  seemed  best,  and  we  finite  creatures 
are  not  presumptuously  to  arraign  the  order  of 
His  creation  and  say  this  thing  is  right  and  that 
thing  is  wrong  and  we  could  liave  made  it  better. 
in  due  time  it  will  all  perluips  be  made  manifest. 
I  ask  you,  sir,  instead  of  asking  the  Supreme 
Maker  and  Ruler  over  all,  why  is  it  that  every- 
thing that  has  life  is  not  created  with  immortal 
spirits  and  with  the  loftiest  order  of  intellect? 
Why  do  you  see  the  little  ant?  Why  do  you  see 
the  crawling  reptile?  Why  do  you  see  the  least 
in  the  chain  of  being?  From  the  lowest  to  the 
highest,  the  great  God  could  have  made  them  all 
alike.  Had  He  been  disposed  to  do  so  He  could 
have  made  every  member  of  this  Senate  a  Clay, 
a  Calhoutv,  or  a  Webster,  and  He  could  have 
given  them  minds  infinitely  superior.  For  pur- 
poses of  His  own  He  chose  not  to  do  so.  He 
could  have  made  the  infant  as  a  burning  seraph 
and  the  most  humble  being  on  earth  as  the  migliti- 
est  archangel.     He  did  not  do  so. 

My  object  in  making  these  remarks  is  simply 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  and  the  country 
to  tlie  great  practical  question.  It  is  time  forus  to 
quit  tlieorizing  on  this  subject  and  look  at  things 
as  they  are. 

Mr.  President,  I  stated  the  other  day,asl  liave 
stated  again  to-day,  that  the  parties  to  this  com- 
pact of  Union,  form  of  Government,  or  Constitu- 
tion, whatever  you  please  to  call  it,  were  the 
States,  i  did  not  state  it  simply  because  it  was 
my  opinion,  but  1  cited  the  express  declaration 
of  him  who  is  frequently  called  the  father  of  the 
Constitution,  Mr.  Madison  himself.  1  understood 
the  honoiable  Senator  to  deny,  yesterday,  that  tlie 
States  ever  were  U)de|iendcnt.  That,  perhaps,  was 
said  incautiously, although  the  honorableSenator 
is  not  in  the  habit  of  saying  things  incautiously. 
The  present  Cliief  Miigistrate,  I  believe,  when  he 
came  into  power,  announced  the  same  principle 
and  said  tliat  the  Union  made  the  States.  I  shall 
not  combat  this  idea,  for  i  never  heard  anybody 
give  in  their  adhesion  to  it. 

But,  sii',  were  these  States  never  separate  and 
independent?  What  were  they  before  the  Revo- 
lution? They  were  separate  and  distinct'colonies. 
'I'hey  were  not  united  colonies.  The  Revolution 
came.  What  did  tliey  declare  in  the  Dcclarahon 
of  Independence  ?  They  sent  delegates,  it  is  true, 
to  a  common  Congress,  justas  the  allied  Powers 
in  Europe  would  send  delegialcs  to  a  common  con- 
gress. Have  the  allied  £Hb'S  of  Europe  ever 
lost  their  separate  exist?^^r  because  they  have 
sent  delegates  to  a  common  congress'  Not  at 
all.  So  the  colonies  sent  delegates  to  a  Congress 
to  consult  together  for  common  interests  and  to 
secure  common  benefits. 

What  did  those  colonies,  through  their  dele- 
gates in  Congress,  declare  on  the  4th  of  July, 
J77G?  Did  they  declare  that  they  were  united, 
and  as  united  entitled  to  be  one  nation?  No,  sir; 
but  they  declared  "  that  these  united  colonies  are 
and  of  right  ought  to  be  free  and  independent 
States;"  not  an  independent  State,  but  independ- 
ent States,  separate  and  distinct.  Tliey  thus  con- 
tinued as  independent  States  until  they  adopted 
the  A  iticles  of  Confederation  in  1777.  Being  free 
and  independent  States,  did  the  fact  that  they  en- 
tered into  those  common  arliclcsof  confederation 
or  ngn'cment,  as  the  allied  Powers  of  Europe 
would  do  now  in  case  ofcommon  interests,  deprive 
them  of  their  separate  independent  existence? 
Not  at  all. 

Then,  sir,  to  show  that  they  were  separate  and 
independent  States,  how  was  the  prese'iU  Consti- 
tution formed?  They  sent  delegates  to  a  com- 
mon Convention  to  form  n  Constitution.  It  was 
thereupon  agretd  that  if  nine  of  their  number 
could  be  found  to  secede  from  the  old  Confedera- 
tion and  set  up  a  new  Government,  they  should 
become  united  for  certain  great  common  pur- 
poses. My  State  seceded  right  off;  New  Jersey 
iollowed;  then  Pennsylvania;  and  finally  the  State 
of  my  honorable  friend  from  New  Hampshire  se- 
ceded, and  made  seces.siim  complete.  They  se- 
ceded separately  as  States,  and  as  separate  inde- 
pendent States  framed  this  Constitution.  Then 
if  ihe  States  were  never  separate  and  independ- 
ent, I  ask  what  became  of  Rhode  l.ihind?  She 
w>iH  left  out.  With  whom  was  she  united?  North 
Carolina  waRleftout.  Willi  whom  wassheunited' 
New  York  and  Vir'niiia  were  left  out.    New  York 


and  Virginia  eoon  seceded  and  united  with  liie 
rest,  and  then  North  Carolina;  but  there  was 
Rhode  Island  standing  out  by  licrself,  no  part  of 
the  Union.  I  ask  if  she  was  not  a  separate  and 
fIRidependent  State?  AVas  she  bound  by  the  Con- 
stitution before  she.l-fitified  it?  .Certainly  that 
will  not  be  contendtd.  Was  she  boun(\  by  the 
original  Articles  of  Confederation?  All  the  par- 
ties to  it  except  herself  liad  gone  off  and  left  her. 
If  we  never  had  any  other  independent  Stale  in 
what  was  once  the  United  States  of  Amenca,  cer- 
tainly proud  little  glorious  Rhode  Island  was  sep- 
arate and  independent,  and  had  too  much  sense 
to  go  to  war  to  force  all  the  rest  back.  This  is 
ray  answer  to  that  portion  of  the  argument  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  President,  my  object  in  rising  was  not  to 
enter  into  anything  like  a  speech  on  this  question, 
bocause  I  briefly  addressed  the  Senate  once  be- 
fore on  this  same  subject.  I  oppose  this  amend- 
ment, not  because  my  people  are  particularly  in- 
terested in  the  question  of  slavery;  we  have  no 
slaves  in  our  midst  to  make  it  of  any  importance  to 
us,  and  no  such  consideration  there  forego  verns  my 
action ;  but  it  is  from  a  high  sense  of  duty  to  my 
country;  because  I  believe,  in  the  first  place,  that 
if  you  were  to  submit  it  to  three  fourths  of  the 
States,  and  they  were  honestly,  by  a  majority  of 
their  votes,  to  declare  in  favor  of  the  ratification, 
and  they  should  ratify  it,  as  you  do  not  propose 
it  to  the  other  fourth  whose  interests  will  be  af- 
fected by  it,  and  to  whom  you  cannot  submit  it, 
it  would  not  be  binding  upon  them;  secondly,  be- 
cause I  believe  the  time  is  unpropiiious.  The 
great  fundamental  law  of  a  free  people  should 
never  be  altered  in  times  of  high  excitement  like 
these.  It  is  no  time  to  change  your  organic  law 
while  war  israging.  Weshould  wailuntil  peace, 
heavenly  descended  peace,  shall  again  bless  the 
land,  when  the  judgments  of  men  shall  be  calm, 
when  reason  shall  resume  its  throne,  and  when 
a  common  sense  of  the  common  interests  of  the 
whole  people  will  influence  your  action. 

I  oppose  it  again,  sir,  because  I  honestly  be- 
lieve that  even  if  reunion  should  be  now  barely 
possible,  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  would 
prolong  this  war  beyond  the  lifetime  of  anynicm- 
ber  of  this  Senate.  I  know  it  is  said  tliat  the 
South  are  doing  all  they  can.  I  presume  that  is 
so.  Others  are  more  buoyant  in  liojie  in  refer- 
ence to  the  future  than  1  am.  I  have  never 
dreamed  from  the  commencement  of  this  struggle 
that  it  was  the  child's  play  that  it  was  attem|ned 
to  make  the  people  of  this  country  believe.  The 
promises  of  its  suppression  in  sixty  days,  in 
ninety  days,  in  a  year,  in  two  years,  in  three 
years,  I  always  thought  promises  idly  and  incon- 
siderately made.  The  liistory  of  the  world  does 
not  show  in  all  the  annals  of  past  time  whore  so 
many  people  scattered  over  that  extent  of  territory 
have  been  conquered  in  two  or  three  years.  Adopt 
this  amendment  in  addition  to  your  acts  of  legis- 
lation already  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  your  confiscation  bills,  and  your 
laws  for  the  punishment  of  treason,  and  what  in- 
ducement have  they  to  return?  The  alternative 
presented  to  them  is  submission,  and  to  be  de- 
spoiled of  everything  and  hung,  or  to  fight  to  the 
last  with  the. possibility  of  saviifig  something. 

Fi'om  the  commencement  of  this  whole  struggle 
I  have  been  opposed  to  all  this  species  of  legisla- 
tion. I  know  that  my  motives  have  been  miscon- 
strued. 1  care  as  much  for  that  as  1  do  for  the 
idle  wind  which  I  regard  not.  I  believe  tliat  in  the 
crt^nmencement  of  this  struggle,  had  a  different 
policy  been  pursued,  had  the  Consiitution  and  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  the  adhering  States  been 
respected,  liad  there  not  been  a  maiiirestattem[)t  to 
make  every  freeman  bow  in  submission  to  this  Ad- 
ministration, had  the  struggle  been  prosecuted  m 
accordance  with  those  tiighand  elevated  principles 
of  moral  and  constitutional  law  which  should 
characterize  the  struggles  of  a  great  people,  when 
southern  men  saw  that  their  rights,  their  lives, 
liberty,  and  property  could  be  better  protected  in 
the  old  Union  than  out  of  it,  a  revulidon  in  south- 
ern sentiment  and  opinion  would  have  taken  place, 
and  in  course  of  time  reunion  might  have  been 
liad.  But,  sir,  pursue  this  system  of  legislation, 
and  in  my  honest  judgment — though  it  may  not 
be  entitled  to  any  very  great  respect — you  and  I 
will  molderin  ihe  dust  before  the  Union  of  these 
Stales  is  reestablished. 

Again,  sir,  wliy  should  this  amendment  be 
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nttcmpteil  now?  This  is  nol  a  proper  time  for  an- 
ollior  reason:  I  presume  the  people  of  tiiis  colu)- 
try,  that  portion  of  them  nmong  whom  shivery 
(Iocs  not  exist,  do  not  wish  to  have  tii is  amendment 
adopted  right  or  wrong,  whether  tluec  fourths"  of 
the  States  agree  to  it  or'not.  I  presume  the  Senate 
and  the  FLuise  of  Representatives  honestly  wish 
that  if  it  shjiil  be  ratified  it  shall  be  ratified  by  the 
honest  vote  of  the  people  of  three  fourths  of  the 
States.  1  submit  it  to  you,  Senators,  is  there  a  pos- 
sibility-i'hatif  you  submit  it  to  the  people  under  the 
present  circumstances  that  vote  can  be  had  even 
in  the  Stales  professedly  and  knowingly  in  the 
Union?  I  ask  you,  do  you  believe  that  he  who 
is  your  chosen  chief,  with  an  army  of  a  million 
and  a  half  of  men,  is  going  to  allow  men  who  are 
a  thousand-fold  better  Union  men  than  he  is  to 
vote?  No,  sir;  that  is  not  iiis  purpose,  in  my 
opinion ;  and  I  judge  of  his  purposes  in  reference 
to  the  future  by  his  acts  in  the  past. 

Then,  sir,  without  entering  any  furtlier  into  a 
discussion  as  to  military  interference,  I  ask  you 
whether,  if  you  want  this  amendment  honestly 
adopted,  it  would  not  be  better  to  wait  until  there 
can  be  a  free  exercise  of  the  voter's  right?  Do 
that,  and  the  people  of  those  States  which  give 
it  their  sanction  certainly  can  have  no  just  cause 
of  complaint  as  a  practical  question,  and  can  only 
question  it  in  reference  to  its  obligatory  character 
as  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

With  these  remarks,  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate 
longer. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  I  had  not  sup- 
posed until  within  a  very  short  period  that  there 
were  any  possible  circumstances  that  could  in- 
duce me  to  make  a  speech,  even  a  short  one,  upon 
the  question  now  before  the  Senate.  I  say  with- 
out any  arrogance,  or  affectation,  or  anything 
that  is  unbecoming,  that  i  have  made  as  many 
Bpeeches  upon  this  question  as  I  ever  thought  I 
should  make,  agreat  many  years  ago,  some  dozen 
or  twenty  years  ago,  nearly.  I  do  not  know  that 
any  practical  good  can  result  from  anything  I  am 
going  to  say  now,  which  I  hope  will  notbe  much; 
but  I  was  admonished  once  by  an  incident  in  my 
own  experience  that  we  do  not  know  precisely  to 
what  uses  the  speeches  that  we  make  may  come. 

Some  eighteen  years  ago  I  was  traveling  in  a 
private  carriage  in  a  retired  part  of  the  State  of 
Maine.  My  horse  became  somewhat  weary, 
and  about  five  o'clock  on  a  Saturday  afternoon  I 
found  it  inconvenient  to  proceed  any  further,  and 
stopped  at  a  small  hotel  in  Penobscot  county,  I 
think  on  the  Passadumkeag  river.  I  found  that  I 
had  to  spend  thateveningand  all  day  Sunday  there. 
I  looked  around  to  see  if  I  could  find  something 
to  read,  something  to  amuse  me.  I  went  to  the 
landlady  and  told  her  I  should  like  even  an  old 
almanac  of  last  year,  if  she  had  nothing  else.  She 
looked  around,  arvd  at  last  she  came  to  me  with 
a  large  sheet,  an  extra  of  some  newspaper  there, 
and  upon  opening  it  1  found  it  contained  a  speech 
made  by  John  P.  Hale  in  the  New  Hampshire 
Legislature,  on  the  abolition  question,  a  year  or 
two  previous;  and  that  was  all  the  reading  that 
that  house  contained,  and  the  best.  [Laughter.] 
It  occurs  to  me  that  it  is  possible  some  of  the 
speeches  on  this  question  may  aiYiuse  the  solitary 
hours  of  some  lonely  traveler  at  some  wayside 
inn  in  some  future  years,  and  therefore  1  am  in- 
duced to  say  a  few  words. 

In  the  first  place,  let  me  say  a  word  to  our 
friends  who  oppose  this  resolution.  They  diehard, 
very  hard.  I  remember  reading  that  when  Jic 
British  Parliament  sat  in  judgment  upon  Charles 
I,  and  sentenced  him  to  load  his  head,  they  were 
apprehen.*ive  that  when  it  came  to  the  last,  and 
lie  was  actually  required  to  bow  down  and  put 
his  head  under  the  ax,  he  might  resist,  and  the 
Commons,  with  great  prudence  and  prescience, 
had  jjreparcd  pulleys  and  machinery  by  which  if 
he  resisted  he  should  actually  be  drawn  under  the 
nx,  and  his  head  severed  from  his  body.  That 
is  history  that  I  think  is  not  without  its  teaching 
in  the  present  day.  1  think  that  the  judgment 
has  gone  forth  tliat  slavery  must  die.  The  com- 
mons have  passed  that  sentence;  and  I  tell  you, 
sir,  if  slavery  is  refractory,  and  does  not  quietly 
aubmit,  the  commons  will  prepare  pulleys  by 
whi<;h  to  bring  the  victim  under  the  nx. 

Mr.  President,  permit  ine  to  say  that  this  is 
a  day  that  I  and  many  others  have  long  wished 
for,  long  hoped  for,  loiigstriven  for.  It  is  nday 
when  the  nation>ia  to  commence  its  real  life^  or  if 


it  is  not  the  day,  it  is  the  dawning  of  the  day;  the 
day  is  near  at  hand.  The  day  is  to  come  when 
the  American  people  arc  to  wake  up  to  the  inean- 
ing  of  the  subhme  truths  which  their  fathers  ut- 
tered years  ago  and  which  have  slumbered  dead 
letters  upoti'tho  pages  of  our  Constitution,  of  our 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  of  our  history  — 
a  day  when  the  nation  fs  to  be  disembarrassed  of 
the  inconsistencies  which  have  marked  its  history 
and  its  career,  j)atent  to  the  world  and  to  our- 
selves wherLwe  have  had  the  courage  faithfully, 
fairly,  and  boldly  to  look  the  truth  in  the  face. 

Sir,  what  is  the  truth  ?  We  liave  had  upon  the 
pages  ofour  public  history,  our  public  documents, 
and  our  public  recordssomeof  the  sublimes t  truths 
that  ever  fell  from  human  lips;  and  there  never 
has  been  in  the  history  of  the  world  a  more  strik- 
ing corUrast  than  we  have  presented  to  heaven 
and  earth  between  the  grandeurand  the  sublimity 
of  our  professions  and  the  (Jegradation  and  in- 
famy ofour  practice.  Thatday  is  topassaway, 
and  to  pass  away,  I  trust,  right  speedily. 

I  am  glad  that  the  conduct  of  the  theological 
branch  of  this  discussion  has  been  handed  over 
to  a  man  who  can  so  ably  handle  it  as  my  dis- 
tinguished friend  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Harlan;]  but 
let  me  congratulate  him  that  in  conducting  that 
theological  discussion  very  great  progress  has 
been  made.  A  little  while  ago  a  man  who  argued 
this  scriptural  question  had  to  begin  with  "  cursed 
be  Canaan,"  at  Genesis.  We  have  got  by  that; 
Genesis  is  laid  aside;  and  we  have  got  so  far 
through  the  Bible  that  we  have  actually  finished 
the  reading  of  the  epistle  of  Paul  the  apostle  to 
Philemon.  [Laughter.]  Weshall  soon  getthrough 
theTestament  when  we  have  got  thus  far.  If  my 
honorable  friend  takes  up  that  question,  and  ac- 
cepts the  challenge  that  is  thus  made  to  him,  I 
suppose  he  will  illustrate  some  differences  that 
may  be  found  in  the  slavery  to  which  Onesimus 
was  sent  back  and  that  which  we  are  about  to 
abolish  that  are  somewhat  curious.  But  1  will 
nol  dwell  upon  that  subject. 

But  I  desire  to  say  a  word,  in  all  sincerity  and 
in  all  kindness,  to  those  gentlemen  who  still  linger 
here,  the  representatives,  or  rather  the  adminis- 
trators de  bonis  non,  of  what  was  once  the  old 
Democratic  party.  [Laughter.]  They  pretend 
to  think — and  I  am  not  the  man  to  stand  here  and 
say  they  do  not  believe  what  they  pretend  to  be- 
lieve— that  it  is  in  their  power,  if  they  had  the 
control,  to  save  the  country  and  restore  the  Union. 
I  am  willing  to  concede,  for  the  purposes  of  all 
that  I  have  to  say,  that  they  actually  believe  it; 
that  that  is  their  faith ;  and  I  apprehend  from  some 
things  that  have  fallen  from  some  gentlemen  even 
in  this  neighborhood,  that  my  honorable  and  ven- 
erable friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Davis]  is  not 
far  from  entertaining  similar  opinions,  that  the 
Democratic  party  might,  by  some  possibility,  save 
the  country  and  save  the  Union;  and  what  is  more 
than  all  that,  save  themselves,  too.  Sir,  it  is  a  de- 
lusion, an  utter  delusion.  Let  me  ask  their  atten- 
tion for  a  moment  or  two  to  some  considerations 
which  induce  me  to  believe  that  it  is  an  utter  de- 
lusion. 

How  can  they  do  it?  Patrick  Henry,  the  great 
orator  of  the  Revolution — no  oflfense  to  Massa- 
chusetts, [laughter,] — said  that  he  knew  of  no 
other  lamp  to  guide  his  feet  but  the  light  of  ex- 
perience. Talfing  that  as  a  maxim  or  as  a  text, 
let  me  ask  what  there  is  in  the  history  of  this 
Democratic  party  that  gives  countenance  to  the 
idea  that  by  any  possibility,  even  if  they  had 
everything  their  own  way,  they  could  save  the 
country  and  save  the  Union?  This  rebellion, 
revolution,  or  whatever  you  please  to  call  it — 1 
believe  it  has  been  judicially  decided  that  we  are 
not  at  war — commenced  under  James  Biu'lianan, 
(^Democratic  President  They  had  a  Democratic 
Senate,  a  Democratic  House  of  Representatives, 
a  super-Democratic  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  large  majority  of  all  the  officers  of 
every  organization,  moral  and  physical,  in  the 
country,  including  the  Army  atid  Navy  anil  min- 
isters; 1  mean  taking  the  whole  country.  They 
had  a  large  majority  of  the  States,  of  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  States,  the  representatives  of  the 
States,  and  they  had  majorities  everywhere  that 
majorities  were  worth  counting.  They  could  not 
keep  the  peace  with  all  that.  I'hey  lost  it.  Nay, 
more  than  that,  they  had  a  little  love  feast  of  their 
own  down  at  Charleston;  there  was  no  abolition- 
ist, no  Federalist  there  to  vex  and  plague  them; 


and  they  could  not  keep  family  peace.  They 
could  not  keep  national  peace,  and  theyoould  ndt 
keep  family  peace,  but  split,  broke,  wentasunder, 
every  man  his  own  way,  and  tlie  present  is  the 
result  of'it. 

How  are  they  going  to  do  any  hetternow  than 
they  did  then?  They  lost  eleven  Slates  ai  one 
slide  that  they  had  tlren.  They  areali  gone;  and 
I  say  it  with  great  respect  and  great:  kindness  to 
them  they  have  lost,  besides,  pretty  nearly  every 
respectable  man  they  had  in  the  free  States  that 
gave  character  and  stability  to  their  party.  I 
need  not  go  out  of  the  Senate  Chamber  to  prove 
that.  Well,  sir,  they  have  lost  all  that;  and  now 
in  the  days  of  their  dissolution  and  weakness, 
when  their  preaching  here  sounds  in  one  respect 
something  similar  to  that  of  John  the  Baptist — 
*' tiie  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness," 
[laughter;]  for  there  is  only  here  and  there  one 
of  them — they  are  still  impressed  with  that  in- 
sane delusion  that  if  they  had  the  power  they 
could  save  the  country  and  save  the  Union  and 
save  theinselves. 

I  do  not  desire  to  argue  this  question,  but 
merely  to  suggest  the  palpable,  prominent,  indis- 
putable facts  of  history.  It  is  said  to  be  a  hard 
thing  for  an  individual  to  find  out  when  his  men- 
tal faculties  begin  to  fail  him.  It  is  imt  difficult 
for  him  to  find  out  when  his  physical  strength 
fails  him,  but  it  is  very  rare  that  a  man  finds  out 
when  his  mental  vigor  begins  to  fail  him  I  sup- 
pose what  is  true  of  individuals  is  true  of  parties 
and  of  collections  of  men.  But  let  me  a«k  my 
friends,  do  they  not  feel  in  their  own  experience 
when  they  read  the  newspapers,  do  they  not  be- 
gin to  find  some  indications  that  the  day  of  the 
strength  of  the  Democracy  has  departed,  that  it 
has  gone  or  is  going?  It  seems  to  me  that  they 
must.  1  appeal,  then,  to  all  who  hear  me,  is  it 
not  the  part  of  wisdom  to  subhiit  to  what  is  in- 
evitable? Charles  1  did  not  compel  the  Cora- 
mons  to  put  the  pulleys  on  to  haul  him  under  the 
nx;  but  when  he  found  the  ax  was  up  and  that 
the  Commons  had  decreed  that  his  head  should 
go  under  it  and  the  ax  should  come  down^Jiko 
a  sensible  and  well-bred  gentleman  as  he  was,  he 
put  his  head  under.  If  royally  could  learn  that 
lesson  from  coming  events,  and  could  learn  to «ct 
with  becoming  prudence,  is  it  too  much  to  ask 
the  Democratic  party  when  the  ax  is  up  and  the 
inevitable  sentence  from  which  there  is  no  escape 
has  been  pronounced,  like  that  good  Christian 
gentleman,  Charles  I,  quietly  to  put  their  heads 
under  and  submit  to  what  must  come? 

Mr.  President,  what  is  to  be  catmot  be  avoided; 
and  if  there  is  any  one  thing  which,  it  seems  to 
me,  the  indications  frorn  every  side  everywhere 
teach  us,  it  is  that  the  day  of  this  power  is  over-, 
and  there  is  no  indication  more  indicative  of  it, 
more  satisfactory,  more  conclusive  to  my  own 
mind,  than  the  Christian  and  statesmanlike  effort 
made  by  the  honorable  SetMitor  from  Maryland 
yesterday.  When  from  such  quarters  and  from 
such  sources,  such  exhibitions  of  true  and  inevi- 
table consequences  are  portrayed  before  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  there  is  no  great  difficulty  in 
understanding  the  signs  of  the  times  ox  predicting 
what  is  speedily  to  follow.  I  ask  everybody  who 
hears  me,  do  you  not  rejoice  I  lull  the  day  has 
come?  Are  you  not  glad  that  this  nation,  blind 
and  deaf  so  long  to  the  teachings  of  hist(u-y  and 
the  commands  of  God,  has  at  length  aroused  it- 
self from  its  lethargy,  listened  to  tli«  voices  which 
heaven  and  earth,  God  and  nature,  arc  proclaim- 
ing, and  is  preparing  to  put  itself  in  alliance  with 
the  Power  which  cannot  be  resisted  and  whose 
fiat  will  most  surely  be  executed. 

Sir,  whet;  the  great  founder  of  the  Dutch  re- 
public, William  the  Silent,  I  think  he  was  called, 
after  losing  his  armies,  his  treasure,  his  finances, 
and  everything  but  his  own  iniiomitable  courage 
and  his  Christian  faith,  counseled  his  followera 
again  to  rally  and  again  to  strike  for  freedom, 
they  asked  him,  "  llave  you  secured  any  alli- 
ances? Are  there  any  of  the  potentates  and  Po'V- 
ers  of  the  earth  that  you  couhi  associate  with,  that 
will  aid  you  in  tlu?  struggle  in  which  you  propose 
to  engage?"  His  answer  was,  "Yes;  I  have 
allied  myself  to  the  King  of  kings,  and  in  Hia 
strength  I  invite  you  to  go  to  battle."  Sir,  that 
is  the  position  and  the  only  position  this  nation 
can  occupy.  If  we  cannot  do  that,  if  we  cannot 
put  away  from  us  the  great  sin  and  the  great 
crime  which  has  separated  ua  not  only  from  tlif 
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sympathies  of  tlie  Ciiristian  world,  but  from  the 
blessings  of  the  God  of  the  Christian  world,  then 
indeed  is  our  cause  hopeless  and  our  struggle  des- 
perate. 

But,  sir,  whenever  unconditionally  and  without 
•  equivocation  we  come  up  to  the  mark  and  place 
ourselves  on  the  liigh  standard  of  Christian  duty 
and  resolve  ijiatdespitc  of  all  extraneous  circum- 
stances, of  all  doubtful  contingencies,  of  all  ques- 
tions of  expediency,  we  will  place  ourselves  firmly 
upon  the  everlasting  rock  of  duty  and  our  action 
shall  be  in  accordance  with  our  conscientious  con- 
victions, then,  and  not  till  then,  will  that  pillar  of 
cloud  by  day  and  fire  by  night  which  led  the 
chosen  peojile  from  the  house  of  bondage  to  the 
land  of  promise  be  ours.  Then  we  shall  indeed 
and  in  truth  be  worthy  of  our  genealogy  and  our 
history.  Then  the  sublime  teachings  of  the  Pil- 
grim fathers  who  left  everything  behind  them  that 
they  might  come  hither  and  plant  in  this  wilder- 
ness a  temple  of  liberty  and  throw  wide  open  its 
doors  for  the  oppressed  of  earth  to  enter  and  be 
at  rest — then  will  nil  that  be  realized.  Then  with- 
out shame,  without  reproach,  and  without  apol- 
ogy, we  can  stand  in  this  nineteenth  century, 
soldiers  of  the  new  civilization  and  of  an  old 
Christianity,  going  forth  to  battle  with  every  im- 
pulse of  our  hearts  and  every  purpose  that  we 
entertain  in  full  accordance  with  the  best  wishes 
and  hopes"  of  the  good  on  earth  and  of  the  God 
in  heaven;  when  we  take  this  position  and  take 
it  firmly  and  ably,  then  and  not  until  then  shall 
we  triumph;  then  and  not  till  then  shall  we  see 
the  beginning  of  the  end. 

Sir,  I  do  not  read  papers  very  often;  but  I  tell 
you  that  yesterday  and  to-day  I,  for  one  individual, 
have  felt  more  confidence,  more  hope,  more  as- 
suratice  that  we  were  on  the  right  way,  that  we 
were  on  the  way  to  victory,  to  peace,  to  honor, 
to  safely,  and  renown  than  I  ever  have  since  this 
r^ellion  commenced. 

Mr.  President,  let  me  say  one  word  more,  and 
T  shall  not  detain  the  Senate  longer.  When  the 
Saviour  of  man  with  the  sympathy  and  pathos 
with  which  He  loved  the  chief  city  of  His  native 
land  wept  over  Jerusalem  His  lamentation  was, 
"  If  thou  hadst  known  in  this  thy  day  the  things 
that  belong  to  thy  peace!"  Sir,thati3  what  this 
nation  ought  to  know;  Jliat  is  what  the  nation 
ougiit  to  understand.  It  is  what  I  believe;  and 
by  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  this  measure  we 
shall  evidence  to  heaven  and  earth  that  we  do  un- 
derstand and  mean  to  [lerform  the  things  which 
belong  to  our  nation's  peace.  When  we  havp 
done  that,  and  not  till  then,  can  we  look  forward 
with  any  confident  hope  (•  the  termination  of  this 
war. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  If  the  Senator  prefers  to 
spenk  iri  the  morning,  as  it  is  late  now,  1  shall 
move  an  adjournment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Docs  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  yield  the  floor  to  the  Sena- 
ator  from  Indiana  for  the  motioii  indicated? 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  am  willing  to  consult 
the  |)lcasure  of  the  body.  It  will  suit  nie  as  well 
to  go  on  in  I  he  morning  as  now.  I  have  not  much 
to  .say. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  move  tliat  the  Senate 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Mr.  President,  it  is  not 
my  purpose  to  undertake  an  elaborate  discussion 
of  a  subject  that  lias  been  worn  threadbare  for 
twenty  years,  but  rather  to  define  my  exact  po- 
sition ill  relation  to  the  fjticstion  presented  to  the 
Senate. 

We  have  had  now  three  years  of  war,  terrible 
war;  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  of  our 
friendt)  and  brethren  have  gone  down  on  the  red 
battle-field;  there  are  circumstances  attending 
about  this  presiMit  question  that  should  challenge- 
grave  consideration,  and  not  permit  of  the  loose 
jest;  and  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  in  his  jibing  discourse, 
commencing  with  comedy  and  ending  with  tra- 
gedy, changing  the  rule  of  the  administration  of 
the  ilienter,  has  been  playing  fantastic  tricks  be- 
fore high  [leaven  that  should  make  angels  weep. 
This  question  is  no(|ueHtion  for  loose  debate.  It 
is  no  question  for  jest.  It  i.s  a  question  for  grave 
considiraiion.  I  am  siir[)riseti  that  gentlemen 
get  up  loosely  in  li^eir  place  in  this  Senate  Hall 
Bnd  talk  of  settling  this  eonlroyersy  by  the  pas- 


sage of  a  series  of  resolutions,  when  we  have 
against  us  in  arms,  in  their  own  country,  in  their 
own  fastnesses,  behind  their  own  defenses,  an 
army  equal  to  our  own.  They  should  know,  if 
they  remember  history,  how  a  few  Indians  in 
Florida. resisted  the  American  arms;  and  that  a 
great  power  in  the  South  is  not  a  power  to  be 
trifled  with,  nor  to  be  made  the  subject  of  com- 
mon jest.  These  things  are  too  grave  for  jesting, 
and  demand  the  grave  consideration  that  was 
supposed  in  ancient  times,  and  in  the  better  days 
of  our  own  Republic,  to  be  the  characteristic  of 
Senators. 

We  have  engaged  in  a  war  that  now  has  em- 
ployed our  armies  for  three  full  campaigns.  We 
have  achieved  as  yet  no  great  success.  Richmond 
is  not  yet  ours.  Some  question  whether  we  com- 
mand the  current  of  the  Mississippi.  We  have 
got  a  great  war  before  us.  I  came  into  this  Senate 
Chamber  at  the  o'^ning  of  the  last  "Congress, 
willing  to  lend  my  aid  in  maintaining' effective 
war,  and  I  asked  for  a  million  men  and  full  ap- 
propriations. That  was  not  the  opinion  of  the 
other  side  of  this  Chamber  then ;  and  consequently 
the  war  has  lingered  on,  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  millions  have  accumulated  as  the  debt  which 
we  have  to  pay  as  well  as  its  current  interest. 
These  are  grave  things,  independent  of  the  blood 
that  has  flowed  from  our  kindred,  and  demand 
grave  consideration. 

I  thought  when  I  came  here  that  the  business 
of  the  Federal  Congress,  the  business  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  Federal  Union,  the  business  of  this 
Government,  was  by  the  exercise  of  its  full  power 
to  put  down  the  rebellion;  but  what  has  been  the 
fact?  From  the  time  I  took  my  place  here  until 
this  day,  until  these  last  ten  minutes,  hardly  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  has  passed  that  has  not  been 
occupied  by  discussing  the  status  of  negroes  in  the 
southern  confederacy.  Our  home  policy,  our 
finances,  our  legitimate  business,  our  foreign  re- 
lations, have  all  been  ignored. 

I,  as  I  said  on  rising,  do  not  propose  to  discuss 
this  question  here:  my  argument  is  an  affirmation 
that  we  have  no-business  with  meddling  with  so 
grave  a  question  of  fundamental  and  elementary 
law  while  we  have  a  war  to  maintain  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reestablishing  the  Republic.  1  have  from 
the  first  protested  against  the  continuous  discus- 
sion of  this  question  not  belonging  to  armies,  not 
belonging  to  forces,  but  belonging  to  a  sentiment 
or  opinion  which  could  not  be  made  use  of  for 
any  legitimate  purpose  in  the  controversy  before 
us.  1  have  asked  the  Senators  on  both  sides  of 
the  Chamber  to  assert  the  strength  of  the  Repub- 
lic and  compel  obedience  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws,  and  so  I  shall  say  as  long  as  I  occupy 
my  place  in  this  Chamber;  but  I  protest  against 
occupying  the  time  of  the  Senate  of  the  Republic 
of  North  America  entirely  in  discussing  subjects 
that  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  rcesiabHshing  of 
the  Republic  that  has  been  disintegrated  by  hos- 
tile forces  having  no  faith  in  the  system  as  it  ex- 
ists. 

I  sliall  myself,  and  I  would  were  I  alone,  vote 
against  these  amendments,  not  because  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  freedoni,  but  because  they  have  no 
proper  office  at  this  time  in  this  body,  and  their 
tendency  is  to  aggravate  the  war.  I  am  confident 
that  thisprovision  being  passed  it  will  add  twenty- 
five  or  fifty  per  cent,  to  the  vital  forces  of  the 
southern  confederacy.  We  have  been  inviting 
those  accumulated  forces  ever  since  the  war  com- 
menced. I  have  opposed  that  policy.  Is  it  pos- 
sible, with  this  measure  passed,  that  the  men  of 
the  South  will  not  fight  to  extremity;  and  if  they 
fight  to  extremity  when  will  they  be  compelled  to 
yield?  It  is  said  that  Rome  did  not  take  the  men 
of  the  north  of  Britain  with  all  their  defense** 
It  is  said  that  neither  Edward  I  nor  any  of  the 
succeeding  kings  of  England  with  three  times  the 
force  ever  conquered  the  fastnesses  of  the  north. 
It  is  history  that  England  had  to  accept  a  Scot- 
tish king  in  order  to  secure  peace  between  those 
two  departments  of  a  single  island.  Now  it  is  a 
vain  thought  and  a  vain  hojie  that  by  thissystem 
of  subjugation,  by  this  system  of  force,  we  can 
com[»el  the  men  of  the  mountains  of  the  Allegha- 
nies  as  they  extend  south,  through  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  and  through  Alabama,  and  as 
they  radiate  through  the  country,  to  yield  to  us. 
The  men  of  the  mountains  will  mainluin  the  land 
against  gs.  It  is  a  vain  thought  that  the  result 
nt  which  we  aim  can  be  accomplished    by  this 


pressure  of  legislation.  What  strength  is  there 
in  any  Senator's  arm?  What  can  he  compel  and 
what  is  the  force  of  your  resolution  ?  It  achieves 
nothing  that  tends  toward  victory,  it  only  arouses 
the  fierce  animosity  of  now  a  present  violent  foe. 
There  is  no  peace  in  this.  There  is  no  triumph 
in  this.  There  is  no  settlement  in  this.  And  as 
things  tend  now,  we  shall  have  to  leave  to  our 
children, and  perchance  to  ourchildren's  children, 
a  legacy  of  war.  I  came  here  unwilling  to  leave 
the  legacy  of  controversy  to  my  children,  and  I 
have  done  my  best  to  maintain  a  strict  course  of 
policy  that  peace  might  be  established  in  the  land 
and  leave  no  legacy  of  that  kind  on  my  part. 

I  am  compelled  to  say,  Mr.  President,  that  aa 
the  year  has  rolled  round,  I  have  seen  but  little 
to  afford  us  hope.  Only  once  did  I  read  that  mel- 
ancholy poet  who  said: 

"  Let  the  heavens  be  hung  in  black 
And  let  the  earth  put  moutnlngon." 
And  in  my  judgment  it  may  %vell  be  said  of  ua; 
"Let  the  heavens  be  hung  in  blaclc 
And  let  the  earth  put  mourning  on," 
for  in  the  history  of  no  free  people,  since  the  time 
the  Persians  came  down   upon  Athens,  have  I 
known  as  melancholy  a  period  as  this  day  and 
year  of  our  Lord  in  our  history;  and  if  we  can 
by  the  blessing  of  God  and  by  His  favor  rise 
above  it,  it  will  be  by  His  special  providence  and 
by  no  act  of  ours.     1  shall  vote  against  the  reso- 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Foot.) 
Is  the  Senate  ready  for  the  question  on  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary? 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  have  an  amendment  to  of- 
fer to  the  amendment,  to  come  in  as  an  independ- 
ent proposition  at  the  end  of  the  proposed  article: 

Art.  H.  The  President  and  Vice  President  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  the  term  of  four  years.  The  person  who 
has  filled  the  ofiice  of  President  shall  not  be  reoligible. 

This  is  a  proposition  which  I  hope  will  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  Senate.  It  will  be  ob- 
served that  it  is  independent  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  committee.  If  it  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Senate  and  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  ratified  by  the  proper  number  of 
States,  it  will  of  course  become  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution; but  it  will  notinany  way  interfere  with 
the  proposition  of  the  committee.  One  may  be 
ratified  by  the  necessary  number  of  States,  one 
may  be  rejected,  or  both 'may  be  adopted.  It  is 
not  necessary,  and  I  shall  not  at  any  very  great 
length,  state  to  the  Senate  the  reasons  why  this 
provision  should  be  incorporated  into  the  Con- 
stitution. I  believe  that  no  man  has  been  in  the 
presidential  office  for  the  last  twenty  years,  who 
has  sought  a  reelection,  but  has  used,  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  the  power  and  the  influence  of  the 
office  for  the  purpose  of  securing  his  reelection. 
A  free  nation  must  protect  itself  by  the  virtue  and 
the  force  of  its  own  laws,  otherwise  it  will  sooner 
or  later  perish.  When  we  clothe  a  citizen  of  this 
Republic  with  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  he 
should  not  be  tempted  to  use  the  power  of  that 
office  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  reelection. 
Whenever  lie  does  so  he  prostitutes  the  high  of- 
fice he  holds.  The  Chief  Magistrate  should  de- 
vote his  .whole  time  to  the  duty  of  administering 
the  laws  of  the  country  and  to  seeing  that  they  are 
faithfully  executed.  He  should  not  be  diverted, 
by  any  hope  of  future  position,  from  the  single 
purpose  of  promoting  the  good  of  the  country 
over  which  he  presides. 

I  Suppose  every  Senator  in  this  Chamber  must 
have  witnessed  at  some  period  of  his  life  the  evils 
resulting  from  the  executive  office  being  used  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  reelection  of  its  in- 
cumbent. Such  efforts  always  result  in  evil,  and 
are  never  promotive  of  good.  We  find  now  on  the 
lips  of  almost  every  person  who  is  not  in  favor 
of  the  reelection  of  the  present  incumbent  the  as- 
sertion that  he  is  using  his  office  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  a  reelection.  It  is  said  that  he  hawks 
offices  about,  and  bestows  patronage  here  and 
patronage  there  on  unworthy  and  sometimes  cor- 
rupt individuals  in  order  to  secure  their  aid  to 
promote  his  desire  for  a  renewal  of  his  term  of 
service.  The  same  charge  has  been  made  against 
every  man  who  has  filled  that  oflfice  and  who  has 
sought  a  reijiection,  since  I  have  had  any  knowl- 
edge of  public  affairs.  I  believe  we  can  have  no 
man  in  tlie  presidential  office  who,  if  he  desires  a 
reelection,  will  not  use  the  offiaj  to  a  greater  ot 
less  extent  to  secure  that  result,    bur  fundamental 
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law  should  be  so  formed  as  to  prevent  such  a 
prostitution  of  power  by  forbidding  it  absolutely. 

The  amendment  that  I  propose  cannot  affect 
the  one  reported  by  the  committee.  It  cannot 
affect  the  reelection  of  the  present  incumbent  of 
the  otncc,  for  we  all  know  that  before  the  amend- 
ment can  be  approved  by  the  Senate  and  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  be  ratified  by  the  States 
by  the  constitutional  majority,  the  next  presi- 
dential election  will  have  transpired. 

I  am  opposed  to  any  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution at  this  time;  butif  weare  to  enter  upon  that 
work,  let  us  exhibit  to  the  world  that  our  ideas 
are  not  restricted  to  one.  The  speeches  and  ar- 
guments which  have  been  made  and  the  amend- 
ment which  has  been  proposed  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  have  reference  to  but  one  single  ob- 
ject, and  that  is  the  subject  of  Afiican  slavery, 
although  there  are  others  admittedly  demanding 
a  corrective.  Letus  while  we  are  engaged  in  this 
work  do  something  that  will  be  of  permanent  ad- 
vantage, something  that  will  secure,  or  tend  to 
secure,  at  least  an  honest  administration  of  our 
public  affairs  in  the  executive  office.  When  we 
clothe  a  citizen  with  the  functions  of  that  office, 
let  him  understand  distinctly  that  he  has  been 
highly  exalted,  that  he  has  high  duties  to  dis- 
charge, that  virtue  should  distinguish  the  posses- 
sion of  power,  that  the  administration  of  justice 
and  of  law  involves  the  well-beiiigof  the  millions 
of  his  fellow-citizens  who  have  intrusted  their 
dearest  interests  to  his  care,  and  hence  that  he  is 
expected  to  concentrate  every  faculty  of  his  mind, 
and  the  beat  sentiments  and  affections  of  his  heart, 
on  his  great  res|)onsibilities;  thatif  he  barters  of- 
fice and  prostitutes  justice  to  gratify  ambition  he 
is  edged  about  by  the  Constitution  which  forbids 
his  reelection,  and  will  overwhelm  him  with  shame 
and  disappointment;  thatif  he  desires  to  transmit 
his  name  to  posterity  as  a  wise,  virtuous,  great, 
and  good  man,  he  can  only  do  it  by  fidelity  and 
patriotism. 

One  part  of  the  platform  announced  a  few  days 
since  by  the  Senator  from  Kansas,  [Mr.  Pome- 
noT,]  I  heartilyapproved,  while  others  I  thought 
were  very  bad  indeed.  He  approved  the  one-term 
principle.  I  never  knew  a  state  of  political  affairs 
in  this  country  when  the  "  outs"  did  not.  The 
"ins,"  who  want  reelection,  are  only  for  it  in 
theory. 

The  one-term  principle  was  a  favorite  one  with 
General  Jackson;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken  he 
recommended  that  the  Constitution  be  so  changed 
in  one  of  his  messages  or  inaugural  addresses; 
but  even  that  stern  old  Roman  chief,  a  man  of 
high,  noble,  Roman  virtue,  after  his  installation 
into  that  office  not  only  received,  but,  it  may  be 
supposed,  sought  a  reelection.  I  have  no  idea 
that  the  old  hero  of  the  Hermitage  used  that  office 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  his  reelection;  on 
the  contrary,  I  suppose  he  used  it  to  promote  it. 
All  have  done  so,  all  will  do  it;  and  as  wise  men, 
as  patriotic  men,  as  men  devoted  to  the  perpetuity 
of  their  country,  if  we  commence  amending  the 
instrument  we  .should  correct  some  of  the  many 
evils  that  we  know  do  ftow  from  such  an  exercise 
of  the  executive  office  as  promotes  the  reelection 
of  the  incumbent.  Let  the  man  that  we  hereafter 
put  there  know  that  there  is  no  possible  hope  of 
a  reiilection,  and  that  he  must  depend  on  an  honest 
And  faithful  and  patriotic  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  office  for  his  reputation  in  all  future  time. 

Put  this  provision  in  the  Constitution,  and  when 
ft  partisan  President — and  all  of  them  are  partisans 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent — is  clothed  with  the  of- 
fice he  can  afford  to  lay  down  the  partisan  robes 
nnd  execute  the  office  faithfully,  justly,  and  hon- 
estly, and  like  a  judge  on  the  bench  decide  ac- 
cording to  right  and  justice.  He  will  know  that 
he  cannot,  by  catering  to  this  or  that  wing  or  fac- 
tion of  party  followers,  ask  or  receive  future  pro- 
motion. Consequently,  he  will  dismiss  all  such 
from  him,  nnd  he  will  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  the  office  with  a  single  purpose 
to  promote  the  public  good.  At  least,  I  hope  that 
will  be  the  result. 

Senators  cannot  say  that  it  will  interfere  with 
the  proposition  before  the  Senate  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  It  is  a  separate 
and  distinct  article;  but  if  it  be  adopted  by  the 
Senate;  we  can  remove  all  doubt  about  it  by  pro- 
viciiii;^;  iIkU  the  Slates  may  ratify  one  or  all  of  the 

Iunpdsiiidiis  prcRented  by  the  constitutional  ma- 
oriiy,  nnd  lliu  poiiion  ratified  shall  become  part 


of  the  Constitution.  But  without  thut  provision 
1  hold  thatif  we  were  to  passono,  two,  three,  four, 
or  ten  separate  and  distinct  articles,  the  States 
could  ratify  one  article  v/ithout  ratifying  the  rest. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  If  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky  will  extend  the  period  of  service  for 
these  several  officers — President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent— to  six  years,  I  will  vote  with  him  for  the 
amendment.  , 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  have  no  objection  to  that. 
I  first  drew  the  amendment  so  as  to  fix  the  term 
at  six  years,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  a  friend  1 
struck  out  "six"  and  put  it  at  "four."  I  will 
accept  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut. If  the  Senate  prefer  "six,"  I  have  no 
objection. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator so  modify  his  proposed  amendment  to  the 
amendment? 

Mr.  POWELL.     I  do. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  is  the 
form  of  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  proposition  intro- 
duced by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  I  am  sat- 
isfied, meets  the  approbation  of  many  members  of 
the  Senate.  I  am  inclined  to.think  it  would  be  an 
improvement  of  our  present  Constitution  not  to 
allow  the  Executive  to  be  reelected.  But  we  h^ve 
now  got  before  us  one  distinct  proposition  to  so 
amend  the  Constitution  as  to  prohibit  slavery. 
That  question  has  been  discussed.  This  propo- 
sition now  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
is  a  new  one.  I  do  not  know  but  that  it  would 
command  a  majority  of  the  Senate  or  two  thirds 
of  the  votes  of  the  Senate;  but  there  are  differ- 
ences of  opinion  in  regard  to  it.  It  will  open  a 
new  discussion.  I  think  we  had  better  not  adopt 
it  in  connection  with  this  great,  grand  idea  of  mak- 
ing this  Republic  free  and  our  Constitution  a  Con- 
stitution to  protect  free  men  alone.  I  want  that 
proposition  to  go  solitary  and  alone  to  the  Amer- 
ican people,  and  let  them  pass  upon  it. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, if  he  thinks  proper  to  offer  this  amendment, 
will,  after  we  shall  have  disposed  of  the  present 
question  which  has  been  discussed,  offer  it  as  a 
separate  proposition.  It  may  be  done  to-morrow 
or  any  day  after  we  siiall  have  voted  upon  this 
and  it  shall  have  passed  out  of  the  way ,  and  I  am 
not  aware  but  that  I  shall  vote  with  him.  I  think 
there  is  much  force  in  the  suggestions  which  he 
has  made,  but  1  do  not  like  to  have  the  proposi- 
tion which  we  have  been  discussing  for  several 
days,  and  upon  which  the  Senate  is  now  about 
ready  to  act,  mixed  up  with  another  one  which 
will  open  a  new  discussion,  and  perhaps  extend 
this  debate  for  weeks. 

For  this  reason  alone  I  shall  feel  compelled,  in 
the  present  condition  of  things,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  debate,  if  the  proposition  is  persisted 
in,  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Mr.  President,  the  reasons 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  do  not 
strike  me  as  being  very  sound.  He  desires  this 
amendment  presented  as  an  independent,  distinct 
proposition.  Itis  so  presented.  It  is  a  separate 
and  distinct  article  in  no  way  connected  with  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee 
of  which  the  honorable  Senator  is  chairman.  It 
is  perfectly  competent  for  the  Senate  to  pass,  by 
a  two-thirds  vote,  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and 
also  by  a  two-thirds  vote  to  pass  the  amendment 
that  1  propose.  It  is  then  also  equally  compe- 
tent, if  these  two  amendments  go  out  togetherand 
are  submitted  to  the  States,  for  three  fourths  of 
the  States  to  adopt  the  amendment  that  1  propose 
nnd  to  reject  the  one  proposed  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  or  to  adopt  Loth,  or  to  adopt  the  one 

Proposed  by  the  committee  and  reject  the  one 
propose.  When  the  Constitution  was  first 
amended,  I  think  there  were  ten  amendments  or 
more  proposed,  most  of  which  were  adopted,  but 
some  were  rejected. 

Mr.TRUMBULL.  1  am  aware  of  that.  That 
was  not  the  point  which  I  made.  I  am  aware  that 
where  several  articles  are  subrnitted  to  the  States, 
the  States  may  adopt  one  and  decline  to  adopt 
another;  but  the  point  which  1  made,  if  there  was, 
any  force  in  it,  was  this:  that  we  had  had  one  of 
these  subjects  under  consideration  for  some  time, 
that  the  Senate  was  about  ready  to  come  to  a  vote 
upon  it,  and  now  that  there  is  propoasd  another 


amend mentofa  different  character,  not  germane  to 
the  one  which  has  been  under  consideration,  which 
will  open  a  new  discussion  and  prolong  the  de- 
bate; and  the  other  objection  wliicli  I  had  was  that 
1  wanted  this  one  great  proposition  of  freedom 
to  go  out  by  itself — it  is  large  enough  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  whole  nation — without  mix- 
ing it  up  with  the  other  proposition  of  making  the 
President  ineligible  to  a  reelection.  My  desire  is 
to  keep  this  one  thing  before  the  public,  and  not 
mix  it  up  with  another  at  this  time.  I  am  aware 
that  the  Slates  could  adopt  one  and  reject  the 
other.     The  Senator  is  quite  right  about  that. 

Mr.  POWELL.  The  Senator  admits  all  that 
Icontended  for  upon  that  point;  but  we  have  now 
un<ler  consideration  the  question  of  amending  the 
Constitution.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  shall 
not  cast  my  vote  for  it.  I  do  not  think  this  is 
the  proper  time  for  us  t'o  enter  upon  the  work  of 
amending  the  Constitution;  but  as  we  have  the 
question  before  us,  as  amendments  are  proposed, 
as  Congress  seems  determined  to  submit  amend- 
ments to  the  people  for  their  rejection  or  ratifica- 
tion, let  us  send  out  the  amendmentwhich  I  pro- 
pose if  Senators  think  it  a  good  amendment.  My 
opinion  is  that  the  amendment  which  I  propose 
will  be  ratified  by  every  State  in  the  Union,  if  it 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  States;  but  if  it  be  un- 
popular, it  will  not  in  the  least  jeopardize  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  if  the  two  Houses  send  them 
both  out  together. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  a 
question,  the  answer  to  which  will  guide  my  vote 
on  his  proposition.  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  mak- 
ing the  specific  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
which  the  Senator  proposes;  but  I  have  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  submitting  such  an  amend- 
ment to  the  people;  and  I  am  inclined  to  vote  to 
do  so  unless  there  is  some  objection  to  it  on  this 
side  of  the  House  that  I  have  not  heard  yet,  if  in 
return  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  and  his  friends 
in  the  two  Houses  will  vote  to  submit  to  the  peo- 
ple the  proposition  which  we  make.  1  suppose, 
however,  that  if  the  proposition  which  we  have 
been  debating  should  go  to  the  people  he  would 
probably  oppose  its  adoption  by  the  people 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Mr.  President 

■  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  yield  the  floor? 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  call  the  Senator  to  order.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  in  order  to  make  a  proposition 
of  bargain  and  sale  between  Senators. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Things  of  no  value,  like  Senators 
and  Representatives,  I  suppose  can  be  bargained 
and  sold.  I  was  simply  saying  to  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Powell]  that  I  supposed 
he  would  oppose  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
which  we  have  been  deoating  here  for  several 
days,  as  I  should  certainly  vote  against  adopting 
the  amendment  proposed  by  him.  But  I  have 
no  objection  to  submitting  his  amendment  to  the 
people,  and  will  vote  to  do  so  if  the  main  propo- 
sition will  thereby  go  to  the  people  with  more 
force.  If  we  can  in  that  way  get  his  vote  and 
the  votes  of  his  friends  to  submit  the  main  propo- 
sition, I  shall  be  very  willing  to  do  it,  and  I  hope 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  who  has  charge  of  thia 
measure  will  consent  to  it. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  cannot  accept  the  propo- 
sition of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin. 
1  am  no  political  trader;  I  never  have  trafficked  in 
that  way.  Throughout  my  life  I  have  acted  polit- 
ically independent,  I  have  advocated  or  opposed 
measures  as  I  thought  they  were  meritorious, 
wise,  and  constitutional,  or  the  opposite.  I  have 
never  yet  so  tarnished  my  politica'^eputation  as 
to  vote  for  or  against  a  measure  merely  on  parti- 
san grounds.  1  stated  distinctly  to  the  honorable 
Senator  that  I  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
.proposed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  I 
shall  vote  against  it  here,  nnd  if  I  shall  have  any 
influence  in  other  places  I  will  exert  it  there  against 
it.  I  have  presented  my  proposition,  and  1  hope 
it  will  prevail  on  its  own  merits.  If  the  Senate 
do  not  think  it  a  wise  provision  to  put  in  the  Con- 
stitution, if  ihey  do  not  think  it  will  result  in  prac- 
tical good,  it  is  the  duty  of  Senators  to  vote  it 
down.  If  they  think  itis  wise,  and  will  promote 
the  public  interests,  then,  as  honest  men,  and  not 
as  political  traders,  I  demand  their  votes  for  it. 
It  can  in  no  way  injure  or  mar  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Judrciary  Commille«.  I  present 
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it  fts  an  independent  article,  and  for  the  very  rea- 
son lliat  I  do  not  wish  to  have  around  its  neck 
the  millstone  ihut  I  ihink  ihe  timendniciU  of  the 
Judicicuy  Coinniiuee  w.'u'd  prove  to  be  to  it. 
While  I  miitit  decline  nil  political  trading,  I  hope 
that  no  yenator  wlic  believes  the  amenilinenl  I 
propose  is  wise  and  profier  will  vote  ng;uinst  it  be- 
caiiSie  1  decline  to  er)ter  into  a  political  traffic. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  1  rise  to  ask  a  parliamentary 
question.  I  undeistand  that  the  pro|iosition  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  ia  offered  by  way  of 
amendment  to  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
committee.  Therefore,  if  his  motion  prevails,  the 
question  will  then  be  upon  the  amendment  as 
amended.     Is  it  not  so,  sir.' 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  is  presented  as  a  separate 
and  distinrt  article,  numbered  diflerently. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  But  it  is  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  is  an  amendment  to  the 
proposition,  but  not  an  amendment  of  the  article 
proposed  by  'he  committee. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky cannot  voti;  for  his  own  amendment  ulti- 
mately, as  I  understand,  unless  he  votes  for  the 
proposition  that  comes  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  because  his  amendment,  if  adopted, 
is  ingrafted  on  that.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky has  several  other  amendments  to  propose, 
as  I  un<lerstarpd,  and  if  we  adopt  them  the  result 
may  be  that  wc  shall  have  several  constitutional 
amendments  combined,  each  of  which  would  com- 
matid  separately  the  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the 
Senate,  but  the  whole  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  POWELL.  As  I  understand  it,  each  ar- 
ticle will  be  voted  upon  separately,  as  if  it  were  a 
separate  and  distinct  bill.  Tl)e  Senate  certainly 
have  the  power  to  do  that.  I  offer  this  as  a  sep- 
arate and  distinct  proposition. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
offers  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  pending  amend- 
ment. On  the  question  of  order  the  Chair  has  no 
doubt. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  But  is  it  germane  to  the 
pending  amendment .'  Is  it  not  independent  mat- 
ter.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thatdoes  not 
raise  a  question  of  order  for  the  Chair  to  rule  it 
out  on  the  ground  of  a  want  of  congruity.  That 
only  furnishes  a  reason  to  the  Senate  to  vote 
against  it  for  wantof  congruity,  butdoes  notraise 
a  question  of  order  for  the  Chair. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky Bixys  he  offers  it  as  an  independent  propo- 
sition. If  so,  1  siibmtt  that  it  should  go  through 
the  regular  form,  and  receive  its  various  distinct 
readings. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  offer  it  as  an  independent 
article. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  offered  as 
an  amendment,  by  way  of  additional  article,  to  a 
pending  amendment.  There  is  but  one  mode  of 
treating  it.  There  is  no  difficulty  about  the  ques- 
tion. There  is  one  plain  mode  of  treating  it:  it 
is  an  amendment  to  an  amendment,  and  must  be 
BO  ireaiud;  if  adopted,  tht;  qm  stion  will  then  re- 
cur on  agreeing  to  the  aitn;ndment  as  amended. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  understood  the  Senator  from 
Kt'niucky  to  offer  it  as  an  amendment  to  the 
pending  firoposiiion,  and  i  supposed  he  knew, 
and  I  Nup|)O80  still  he  knows  what  he  meant  by 
it.  As  I  saw  him  apparently  desirous  of  amend- 
ing this  proposition,  I  wanted  to  know  what  he 
was  disposed  to  do  with  it  after  he  should  have 
got  it  nmended;  whether  he  was  disposed  then  to 
vole,  for  the  proposition  as  amended.  It  was 
therefor  that  1  put  the  inquiry.  I  am  answered 
satisfuct()rily9i>4  understand  tliat  he  will  not  vote 
for  the  proposition.  I  cannot  see  the  force  of  the 
reason  which  he  assigns,  which  is  that  he  is  not 
a  political  trader.  Really,  I  did  not  nssumc  that 
the  Senator  was  of  that  character  when  I  put  the 
question  to  him;  I  simply  wanurd  to  know  wlu.'iher 
when  he  got  ihe  pending  proposition  amended  to 
suit  him,  hn  would  then  vote  for  the  propositii)n 
as  nmended,  vote  to  submit  these  two  constiiu- 
tionnl  amcrulnn'uis  to  the  people  of  the  United 
tilatcs.  The  Sena  I  or  seisms  to  think  that  iso[)en- 
ing  up  n  bargam.     It  may  be  so 

Mr.  SAULSCURY.  Will  the  horn. rableSen- 
ator  from  Winconsm  allow  inc  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion? 

Mr.  HOWE.     Certainly, 

Mr.  8AULSBURY.     I  think  these  quesiionn 


are  divisible;  and  for  one,  while  I  will  not  vote 
to  amend  the  Constitution  according  to  the  first 
amendment  proposed,  I  will  vole  for  the  ainend- 
menl  proposed  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky, if  I  can  vote  upon  it  as  a  distinct  propo- 
sition. I  presume  that  when  the  vote  is  taken,  it 
will  be  ill  order  to  call  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  we  may  vote  for  the  first  proposition  or 
against  it,  and  then  for  oragainst  the  second.  If 
that  be  true,  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  last  prop- 
osition and  against  the  first. 

Mr.  HOWE.  We  can  have  that  vote  on  this 
as  an  independent  proposition  to-morrow  or  the 
next  day,  whenever  it  shall  be  brought  forward 
by  itself. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  compe- 
tent for  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  or  any  other 
Senator,  to  move  it  as  an  additional  amendment; 
the  proposition  is  separate  and  independent  from 
the  one  contained  in  the  pending  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Judiciary  Committee;  but  inasmuch 
as  it  is  offered  as  an  amendment  to  an  amendment, 
it  will,  if  adopted,  combine  both  propositions  in 
the  question  upon  agreeing  to  the  amendment  as 
amended.  It  would  come  in  more  appropriately 
if  offered  as  a  separate  amendmentafter  the  Senate 
should  have  acted  on  the  pending  one  reported  by 
the  committee. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  am  very  anxious  that  the 
amendment  which  we  have  been  considering  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  people.  If  I  can  get  any  ad- 
ditional votes  for  submitting  it  to  the  peo[)le  by 
voting  to  submit  another  proposition  to  them  I 
will  do  it;  but  if  I  cannot,  as  I  understand  I  can- 
not, of  course  I  will  not  vote  to  submit  to  the 
people  a  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution 
in  a  particular  in  which  I  do  not  wish  to  have  it 
amended. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether  this 
amendment  will  require  a  two-thirds  vote  or  a 
majority  vote  for  its  adoption? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  As  an  amend- 
ment to  an  amendment,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Chair,  a  majority  will  carry  it. 

Mr.  POVVELL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  BucKALEw]  desired  me  to  say  that 
he  was  so  sick  as  to  be  compelled  to  leave  the 
Senate. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  12,  nays  32;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Davis.  Foster,  Grimes,  Hen- 
dricks, Nesmitli,  Poiiieroy,  Pr)well,  Ridtlle,  Saulsbury, 
Wade,  and  Wilkinson— 12. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Antliony,  Ciiandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Conncss,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Hale, 
Hardin-r,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard.  Howe,  John- 
son, Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  ot  Kansas,  McDougall,  Mor- 
can,  Morrill,  llainsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  and  Wilson— XJ. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

ThePRESIDlNGOFFICER.  TheChairwill 
have  the  44th  rule  of  the  Senate  read  in  reference 
to  the  vole  required  in  order  to  carry  an  amend- 
ment, or  any  proposition  short  of  the  final  ques- 
tion.    It  does  n'ot  require  a  two-thirds  vote. 

The  Srcretary  read  the  44th  rule,  as  follows: 

"44.  When  an  amendment  to  be  proposed  to  the  Consti- 
Intion  is  miderconsideralion  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds 
of  the  members  present  shall  not  be  requisite  to  decide  any 
qui'stion  for  amendments,  or  extending  to  the  merits,  being 
short  of  the  final  (juestion." 

Mr.  POVVELL.  I  have  another  amendment 
to  bo  added  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee 
as  an  additional  article: 

Art.  14.  The  prinoipal  officer  In  each  of  the  Executive 
Departments,  and  all  persons  eon  nertfd  with  the  diplomatic 
service,  may  be  rcMnovcd  from  olfice  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Tresident.  All  other  officers  of  tlu:  Kxeenlive  Dcpartmrnts 
may  he  removed  at  any  time  by  the  rresidcni  or  other  ap- 
pointing pow«rwhen  iheir  services  are  imneeessary,or  for 
dishonesty,  incapacity, IncfTicicncy,  misconduct,  oriieglect 
ol  duty,  and  when  so  removed,  tin;  removal  shall  be  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  together  with  the  reasons  therefor. 

Since  I  have  had  any  knowledge  of  public 
affairs  here  it  has  struck  me  that  the  manner  in 
which  the  sub-officials  in  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments are  removed  with  (!very  incoming  Admin- 
istration is  very  detrimental  to  the  public  service. 
If  this  amendment  shall  be  adopted,  the  President 
will  have  the  jiower  to  remove  without  cause  the 
heads  of  Depart menis  and  all  the  diplomatic  corps; 
but  no  other  civil  officers  cafi  be  removed  except 
for  caime;  and  then  when  the  SeiuUe  shall  meet, 
the  power  that  removes  must  report  the  iiumesof 


those  removed  and  the  causes  for  which  they  were 
removed. 

We  know  what  a  most  lamentable  thing  it  ia 
to  see  the  emasculated  forms  of  the  office-holders 
here  when  an  incoming  Administration  makes  its 
appearance.  They  hardly  have  any  politics;  the 
poor  creatures  look  as  if  there  was  very  little 
manhood  about  them.  To  be  sure,  there  are  ex- 
ceptions to  that  rule.  We  know  since  the  time 
of  General  JacksiJii,  whenever  an  Administration 
comes  into  power  almost  every  Department  is 
swept  of  the  officers;  faithful,  honest,  capable  men 
are  turned  out  to  give  place  to  political  support- 
ers of  the  successful  party. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  know  my  honorable 
friend  from  Kentucky  will  pardon  me  for  inter- 
posing a  suggestion.  The  most  distinguished,  the 
ablest  man  my  State  ever  produced,  was  John  M. 
Clayton.  He  made  a  speech  in  this  body  against 
removals  from  office,  and  the  gi-avnmen  of  his 
charge  was  that  five  hundred  men, includingpost- 
maslers  and  all  the  subordinates,  had  been  re- 
moved under  General  Jackson's  administration. 
I  therefore  ask  my  friend  to  exceplfrom  his  gen- 
eral animadversion  the  administration  of  General 
Jackson,  because  according  to  the  statement  of 
Senator  Clayton  on  this  floor  in  the  master  speech 
of  his  life — the  speech  on  Fool's  resolution — he 
estimated  those  removals  throughout  the  United 
States  to  amount  to  five  hundred.  Do  not  com- 
pare the  present  Administration  to  GeneralJack- 
son's! 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  am  not  comparing  it  with 
General  Jackson's, and  God  forbid  that  1  should; 
I  merely  meant  to  indicate  that  about  that  period 
of  our  history  this  system  of  turning  men  out  of 
office  commenced,  as  I  understand.  The  evil  that 
I  propose  to  correct  is  a  great  one,  an  alarming 
one,  as  every  Senator  here  must  know.  What 
does  the  country  want  in  the  way  of  a  public 
official  r  It  wants  a  man  who  is  honest,  who  is 
capable,  who  is  vigilant  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  office.  When  you  get  that  you  have 
promoted  the  public  service  as  much  as  you  can 
do  so  through  the  agency  of  an  official.  Bui  we 
do  know — and  1  do  not  charge  it  alone  upon  the 
Republican  Administration  —  that  under  Demo- 
cratic Administrations  and  under  Whig  Admin- 
istrations, in  many  instances,  honest  and  faithful 
men  have  been  turned  out  merely  because  they 
differed  from  those  then  in  power  in  politics;mcn 
who  were  honest,  who  were  vigilant,  and  who 
were  educated  to  the  discharge  of  the  functions 
of  their  office.  I  wish  to  prevent  that.  I  know 
that  the  proposition  that  I  propose,  if  it  shall  pre- 
vail, will  not  inure  to  the  benefit  of  my  political 
friends,  for  the  offices  are  now  held  by  those  op- 
posed to  me  politically;  but  I  never  would  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  to  effect 
any  party  interest.  If  it  shall  be  amended,  the 
amcndmentwill  stand  perhaps  as  longas  the  Gov- 
ernment. But  we  kn-ow  that  the  "  spoils"  sys- 
tem is  a  very  great  evil;  wc  know  that  honest, 
faithful,  capable,  educated  men  in  their  business 
have  been  turned  out  of  office,  and  men  utterly  un- 
tried and  inefficient,  and  very  often  dishonest,  put 
in  their  places. 

The  public  interest  docs  not  demand  that.  The 
public  inierest  demands  the  very  contrary.  All 
tiie  country  has  a  right  lo  ask  is  that  the  public 
offices  be  filled  by  men  of  integrity,  capacity,  and 
industry,  and  when  you  get  that  you  proinote  the 
public  interest;  and  if  you  turn  such  men  out  lo 
give  place  to  politicians,  cross-roads  ()oliticiana 
often,  who  have  no  capacity  todischarge  the  func- 
tions of  the  office,  you  absolutely  do  great  harm 
to  the  country.  It  should  not  be  done.  I  hope 
the  amendment  I  have  offered  will  be  passed.  I 
ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yen.s  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  rise  merely  to  say  that 
I  shall  vote  against  this  projiosed  amendment 
without  particular  regard  to  its  merits,  for  the 
reason  already  indicated  l)y  me  in  stating  why  I 
voted  against  the  other  amendment. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  I  simply  desire  to  say  that  in 
casting  the  vote  which  I  shall  give  I  wish  to  be 
understood  as  not  condemning  the  principle  incor- 
porated in  the  proposed  amendment.  If  it  were 
a  distinct  proposition  put  in  proper  form,  I  should 
like  to  see  it  made  a  part  of  the  Constitution;  but 
I  do  not  desire  to  embarrass  this  other  great  and 
leading  question  byimysuch  matlersnt  this  time. 
While  I  ann  up  1  will  take  the  occusioii  lo  say  that 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1447 


in  voting  against  the  other  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  I  did  so  not  because  I  was 
not  in  favor  of  the  one-term  principle,  but  because 
in  that  instance,  as  in  this,  I  did  not  wish  to  rm- 
ba'rrass  the  main  question  by  any  other  matter. 
1  am  a  little  surprised,  however,  that  a  Senator 
who  is  so  hostile  to  proposing  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  in  this  particular  condition  of  the 
country,  seems  S3  anxious  to  introduce  so  many 
of  them. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  my  reason  is  this:  we  want  an  Exec- 
utive, and  he  must  have  authority  in  his  own  de- 
partment, or  we  shall  have  no  Government.  1 
would  rather  go,  as  the  gentleman  suggested  by 
his  previous  amendment,  for  extending  the  term 
nnci  increasing  the  power  of  the  Executive  than 
diminishing  it  at  this  day.  The  Executive  ought 
to  have  authority  over  his  sub-executives;  it  is 
a  necessary  authority;otherwise  there  is  no  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  POWELL.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
West  Virginia  thinks  it  strange  that  if  1  were  op- 
posed to  bringing  in  propositions  to  amend  the 
Constitution  at  this  time  1  should  offer  so  many 
nmendinents  myself.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator 
that  so  far  as  the  Senate  is  concerned  I  see  it  is 
determined  to  propose  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  while  it  is  engaged  in  that  work, 
1  deem  it  q,  patriotic  duty  to  offer  any  and  every 
amendment  tliat  I  think  will  promote  the  public 
interest;  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I  have  of- 
fered this  amendment;  it  is  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  myself. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  6,  nays  38;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messr.s.  Davis,  Hendricks,  rovvcll,  Riddle, 
Saiilslniry,  niiii  Wade — 6. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anttiniiy,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Cowan,  Conness,  Dixon, Doolittle,  Fessendcn,  Foot, 
Foster,  Grimes.  Hale,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson, 
Howard,  Howe,  Johnson.  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
McDougalJ,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Ncsmitli,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey, 
Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van 
VVinUlo,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  and  Wilson---38. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  have  made  several  efforts 
to  get  in  some  wise  and  salutary  amendments, 
and  I  propose  now  to  offer  one  other.  I  iiaife  no 
idea  that  1  shall  be  able  to  get  it  through;  but  I  will 
make  the  effort.  1  offer  this  to  come  in  as  a  sepa- 
rate article  at  the  end  of  the  amendment  of  the 
committee: 

Art.  14.  E^ery  law,  or  resolution  having  the  force  of 
law,  shall  relate  to  but  one  subject,  and  that  shall  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  title. 

I  think  I  have  heard  almost  every  Senator  on 
this  floor  compfain  of  a  species  of  legislation  that 
is  very  common  here  at  the  close  of  every  ses- 
sion. For  instance,  or  appropriation  bills  an 
amendment  will  be  stuck  in  by  one  House  or  the 
other  that  is  in  no  way  germane  to  the  subjcct- 
maUer;  and  by  that  meatis  a  great  deal  of  legis- 
lation finds  its  way  on  the  statute-book  which 
would  not  otherwise  have  been  passed  by  cither 
House.  The  constitution  of  the  State  in  which 
[  live  was  once  in  that  respect  as  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  now  is,  and  we  encountered 
these  difficulties  as  we  do  here.  In  1849  we  had 
a  convention  which  made  a  new  constitution,  and 
put  in  it  a  provision  similar  to  that  which  I  now 
offer,  and  we  all  saw  at  once  the  wise  working  of 
it.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  Senator  in  this  Cham- 
ber who,  if  he  were  asked  tlie  question  privately, 
would  not  say  that  he  thinks  such  a  provision  as 
this  would  promote  the  purity  of  legislation.  It 
would  [irevent  a  great  deal  of  legislation  which 
could  not  be  passed  on  its  own  merits,  but  which 
yet  finds  its  way  upon  the  statute-book. 

A  few  days  ago  I  was  told  by  a  Senator  that 
an  amendment  was  put  upon  an  appropriation 
bill  some  years  since  giving  somebody  a  pension ; 
and  upon  some  money  bills,  and  other  bills  of 
importance,  may  be  found  clauses  giving  land 
grants  to  railways.  All  these  things  should  be 
forbidden  by  a  wise  people.  Every  proposition 
that  is  enacted  into  a  law  should  go  through  upon 
its  own  merits,  and  not  be  carried  because  of  the 
peculiar  surrounding  circurjiatances  in  which, 
owing  to  the  condition  of  the  public  service,  a 
vital  measure  must  be  lost  or  extrAiienua  inatler 
carried  ilirough  by  it.  To  prevent  this  stain  of 
things  herenfier,  I  have  seen  fit  to  present  this 


aiTiendment;   and  1  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  6,  nays  37;  as  follow.<^: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Cowan,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Powell,  Rid- 
dle, and  Saulsbury— 6. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Con- 
ness, Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe, 
Johnson,  Lajie  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  MoDougall, 
Morgar),  Morrill,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman, 
Spraane,  Sunnier,  Ten  Eyek,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle, 
Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  and  Wilson— 37. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  an  additional  article,  wliich  I  send  to 
the  Chair. 

The  Secretary  read  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added,  as  follows: 

The  President  and  theVicc  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  elected  in  the  following  manner :  each  State  ma}', 
within  thirty  days  next  before  the  time  appointed  for  the 
election  of  President,  in  any  mode  adopted  by  the  Stale, 
nominate  to  Congress  one  candidate ;  and  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  February  next  before  the  expiration  of  each  pres- 
idential term,  tlie  two  Houses  of  Congress  shall  n)eet  to- 
gether as  a  convention,  in  the  Hall  of  llic  House  of  Itep- 
rcseniatives,  and  all  the  candidates  nominated  by  the  States 
within  the  preceding  thirty  days,  not  exceeding  one  from 
each  State,  whose  nomination  shall  have  been  authenti- 
cated to  Congress,  shall  he  before  said  convention  as  can- 
didates for  the  Presid(^ncy;  and  thereupon  said  convention 
shall  proceed,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Presiding  Ofli- 
ccrs.of  the  two  Houses,  to  vote  by  open  ballot  from  among 
all  said  candidates  for  President,  and  when  any  one  shall 
have  received  a  number  of  votes  equal  to  the  number  of 
members,  elected  and  appointed,  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, he  shall  be  declared  by  the  President  of  the  Senate 
to  be  elected  President  of  tlic  United  States.  In  all  eases 
where  the  balloting  shall  have  coniinued  in  this  mode 
through  fivedays,and  no  election  shall  have  been  effected, 
on  the  jixth  day  it  shall  be  resumed,  and  after  each  ballot 
the  officers  presiding  shall  drop  the  candidate  who  has  re- 
ceived the  smallest  number  of  votes,  or  two  or  more  can- 
didates who  have  received  an  equal  number  of  votes,  and 
less  than  all  the  others;  and  the  balloting  shall  be  so  con- 
tinued among  the  remaining  candidates  until  one  shall  re- 
ceive the  majority  aforesaid;  and  thereupon  the  President 
of  the  Senate  shall  announce  him  to  be  elected  President 
of  the  Uiiited  Statesl  'J'he  convention  shall  then  proceed 
in  the  same  manner  from  the  remaining  candidates  to 
elect  a  Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  Whenever 
it  may  occur  in  the  voting  for  President  or  Vice  President 
that  all  the  candidates  but  two  have  l)een  dropped,  the 
balloting  between  them  may,  if  necessary  lo  make  an  elec- 
tion, continue  two  days  longer;  and  if  then  no  candidate 
shall  Iiave  received  the  required  number  of  votes,  the  ofli- 
cers  presiding  over  the  convention  shall  report  the  state  of 
fact  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates,  and  it 
shall  thereupon  pronounce  which  of  the  two  candidates 
shall  fill  tlie  otfice.  And  no  Senatoror  Representative  wlio 
shall  have  voted  forihe  candidate  that  may  be  elected  Pres- 
ident, or  for  the  candidate  for  the  Vice  Presidency  who 
may  have  been  elected  to  that  oflSce,  and  upon  whom  the 
Presidency  may  have  devolved,  shall  be  nominated  or  ap- 
pointed to  any  office  by  the  incumbent  of  tlic  Presidency 
for  whom  he  inay  have  voted. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  My  own  reflection  has  convinced 
me  that  the  two  great  infirmities  of  our  system 
of  Government  are  the  power  of  removal,  which 
has  produced  the  spoils  system,  and  the  mode  of 
electing  the  President  and  Vice  President.  It  is 
the  selection  of  our  king,  and  it  is  regarded  of 
such  paramount  importance  that  it  absorbs  every 
other  election,  general  and  local,  in  the  Uniteil 
States.  It  in  truth  divides  the  whole  community 
not  only  upon  the  subject  of  a  presidential  elec- 
tion or  of  politics  genei-aland  local,  but  it  divides 
the  entire  community  in  all  its  interests,  social, 
religious,  political,  and  business.  It  absorbs  the 
mind  of  the  people  of  the  tiation,  and  it  excites 
that  mind  to  such  an  extent  that  the  billows  which 
it  raises  in  one  presidential  contest  are  not  allowed 
time  lo  subside  until  they  are  takgn  up  in  the  en- 
Buing  one.' 

I  think  if  gentlemen  would  read  the  amendment 
carefully  for  themselves,  it  would  commend  itself 
to  their  own  reason  and  judgment,  those  espe- 
cially who  have  experience,  as  mostof  them  have, 
in  relation  to  presidential  elections. 

Anything  that  would  prevent  the  whole  country 
from  taking  up  a  presidential  controversy,  and 
continuing  it  until  the  election,  and  immediately 
after  the  President  elected  has  been  installed  into 
office,  or  within  a  very  short  time  afterwards,  pre- 
cipitating the  country  into  another  canvass,  in  my 
judgment  would  be  productive  of  an  immense 
amimnt  of  good  to  the  country,  and  to  the  proper 
workingof  the  Government.  I  will  state  that  tlii.s 
amejidnient  would  cut  off  entirely  what  is  called 
the  prrsideiitiul  campaign,  wliich  is  eminently  ex- 
citing, eniiiiciiily  cnrruptitig  and  mischievotis  in 
ilR  results.  Within  a  very  short  time  before  the 
presidential  term  begins,  it  permits  every  Stale 


that  may  choo.se  to  do  so  to  prescrit  a  candidate; 
it  docs  not  compel  any  State  to  present  a  candi- 
date; but  enough  Slates  vvduld  be  willing  to  pre- 
sent their  candidates  to  have  plenty  in  the  field. 

The  amendment  prescribes  that  on  a  day  in 
February  the  two  Houses  of  Coiigres.s  shall  get 
together  in  convention,  and  that  the  two  Houses 
in  that  convention  shall  proceed  to  make  the  se- 
lection in  the  mode  provided  in  the  ameiidiiient, 
whieh  I  will  not  attempt  to  explain.  I  feel  as- 
sured at  any  rate  that  if  this  mode  be  adopted  it 
will  result  in  relieving  tlie  country  entirely  from 
the  excitement  and  the  corruptions  of  iiresiden- 
tial  canvasses;  it  will  present  the  very  best  men 
of  each  State  before-  the  joint  convention  for 
the  two  offices  of  President  and  Vice  President; 
each  State  will  have  the  privilege  of  presenting 
but  one  name,  and  when  the  President  shall  have 
been  selected,  the  Vice  President  will  be  selected 
from  the  residue  of  the  persons  namid  by  the  va- 
rious States,  it  provities  for  a  mode  of  election 
that  would  secure  the  choice  of  both  officers  within 
a  few  days,  atid  in  my  judgment  would  secure 
the  election  of  better  men, .and  much  better  men, 
for  both  offices  than  we  are  in  the  habit  of  getting, 
because  it  would  secure  a  choice  from  among  the 
very  best  and  most  com|)etent  and  most  virtuous 
men  among  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  whicli 
was  to  strike  out  all  of  the  original  I'esolution  after 
the  resolving  clause,  and  insert  the  following: 

(Two  thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,)  That  the  fol- 
lowing article  he  proposed  to  the  Legislaturcsof  the  several 
States  as  an  amendment  to  the  ConsliliUion  of  the  United 
States,  wliich,  when  ratified  by  three  fourths  of  said  Legis- 
latures, shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  apart 
of  the  said  Constitution,  namely  : 

Article  XIII. 

Sec.  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuiUiiry  servitude,  except 
as  punishment  for  crime  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted,  shall  existwithin  the  tjnited  States,  or  any 
place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 

Siic.  2.  Congress  shall  liave  power  to  enforce  this  article 
by  appropriate  legislation. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
as  amended. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  ninde  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Wiiole. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  made  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  in  committee,  but  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  language  of  the 
amendment  before  it  is  finally  acted  upon  and 
gets  beyond  our  reacli. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  properly 
open  to  amendment  now,  and  will  not  be  after  it 
shall  have  lieen  concurred  in. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  so  understood,  and  reserved 
what  I  have  to  say  to  this  moment.  Of  course, 
in  [tlacing  a  new  text  in  the  Constitution  we  can- 
not be  too  careful,  and  especially  when  that  text 
is  of  such  transcendent  importance.  Now,  if  I 
can  have  the  attention  of  the  Senate 

Several  Senators.     Let  us  adjourn. 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  is  evident' that  we  are  not 
to  have  a  vote  on  this  question  to-night,  and  I 
should  like  to  make  a  rejiort  froirt  a  committee  of 
conference  and  to  have  it  disposed  of  at  once. 

Mr.  SUMNER.      I  give  way. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  conference  report  will  be  received. 

PAY  AND  PENSION   OK   CHAPLAINS. 

Mr.  WILSON  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  corninittee  of  conference  appointed  to  lake  into  con- 
sideration the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  tllo 
amendments  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  302)  lo  amend  section 
nine  of  the  act  approved  July  17, 1SC2,  entitled  "An  act  to 
define  the  jiay  and  einoluinents  of  certain  ortieers  of  the 
Army,  and  fiir  other  purposes,"  having  met,  after  lull  and 
free  conference  have  agreed,  and  do  reeommcud  lo  their 
respective  Houses  to  agree,  as  follows: 

That  the  House  of  Rfprcseniatives  recede  from  their 
disagrei'nient  to  llie  first  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and 
agree  to  the  same,  with  the  following  amendments,  to  wit: 
first,  afler  the  word  "chaplain,"  in  the  first  line  of  said 
amendment,  insert  tlie  words  "  without  eomiiiand  ;"  sec- 
ond, afler  the  word  "surgeons,"  in  the  fourth  line  of  said 
ainemhiienl,  insert  the  words  "  and  shall  weursiieh  uniform 
as  is  or  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Army  Iteguhuions,"  and 
that  the  fc>en;ite  agree  lo  the  s:iid  aniiMidments. 

Tli;it  the  House  ol  Represeniatives  recede  I'rom  their  dis- 
agrcinieiit  to  the  third  section  of  the  amendinenis  uf  tlui 
Senate,  and  agree  lo  llio  saiiK' with  the  followlns  amend-  . 
menls,  to  wil:  first,  afti'r  the  words  "Adjuiaiu  GcnnrBl." 
til  the  loiirth  line  of  aaid  lieclioii,  iiiocn  tlic  words  "  ol  tlie 
.^rmy  through  the  usual  military  cliaiinalsV  sccoiul,  Rfler 
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tlio  word  ••(■.i,i(liliJii,"'ia  111:  loiirdi  lirii:  offiiid  s.  cliuii,iii 
srrt  i:i  .-ivonl .  ••  ai.l  sj.'iutiI  lii.-it.)i.v  ;"'  and  tli;it  tlio  Senate 
ngri'B  lo  ilii>  said  aiiiiiiiimiiil.-. 

Tliit  t!i''  IliiiisiMifRepri^rntalivosrPcedc  fromlhelrdis- 
aKrconiint  lo  llic  loiirtli  si-ttioii  of  tlio  aiiiciidmeiits  of  tlie 
Seiiatf,  and  a^-roo  to  the  sami:  with  the  following  ami-iul- 
ment,  lo  wit :  add  at  the  end  of  said  section  llie  words 
"  when  practicable,"  and  that  the  Senate  ai^rce  to  the  said 
amundiucni. 

HENRY  WILSON, 
h.  F.  S.  FOSTER, 
GEO.  RUAD  RIDDLE, 
Managers  on  the  pnrt  of  the  SciCate. 
J.  A.  GARFIELD, 
M.  F.  OOELL, 
N.  15.  SMITH ERS, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  mixnifest  that  we  can- 
not uiidcrstaiiil  that  report  from  tliu  mere  reading 
of  it.     I  hope  (he  cliainnan  will  explain  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  will  very  briefly  explain  the 
report.  It  provides  for  aniending;  our  first  amend- 
ment sons  to  jirovide  that  chaplains  shall  not  have 
command.  It  only  makes  clear  what  was  intended, 
that  they  shall  have  assimilated  rank  but  not 
command.  It  is  also  provided  that  they  shall 
wear  the  uniform  provided  for  in  the  Army  Reg- 
ulations. 

Anotherainendmentofours  provided  thatchap- 
laiiisehall  report  to  the  Adjutant  General  the  moral 
condition  of  their  regiments.  It  is  proposed  to 
amend  that  by  providing  that  they  shall  make 
their  reports  through  the  proper  military  chan- 
nels— through  the  commanders.  '  That  is  a  mere 
matter  of  form.  It  is  also  provided  here  that  in 
their  monthly  report  of  the  moral  condition  of  the 
regiment  they  shall  also  include  its  general  his- 
tory— a  brief  statement. 

Another  Senate  amendment  provided  that  reli- 
gious Services  should  be  held  at  least  once  every 
Sabbath.  This  puts  in  the  words  "when  prac- 
ticable." When  an  army  is  on  the  march  or  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy,  of  course  that  cani>ot  be 
done. 

The  report  was  concurred  ii>« 

VOLUNTEER  NAVAL  APPOINTMENTS.     • 

Mr.  HALE.  Before  the  Senate  adjourns,  1 
wish  to  have;  a  little  matter  disposed  of.  Some 
time  since  the  Senate  passed  a  bill  (S.  No.  76) 
relating  lo  appointments  in  the  naval  service  and 
couns-martial.  The  House  of  Representatives 
made  amendments  to  the  bill,  which  were  referred 
to  the;  Cotrimittee  on  Naval  Affairs.  The  com- 
mittee now  report  in  favor  of  non-concurrence, 
and  I  want  tiie  matter  acted  on  at  once  so  tliat 
the  bill  ma  J'  go  back  lo  the  House  of  Represent- 
otivcs. 

The  amendments  were  non-concurred  iih 

IIO0SE  BILL  REFERRED. 
The  bill  from   the   House   of  Representatives 
(No.  380)  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Murray 
was  read   twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

AMENDJIENT  TO  TIIE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
before  the  Senate  is  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment tnade  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the 
joint  resolution  No.  16. 

Mr.DOOLlTTLE.  I  understand  thatthe  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Henderson,]  who  in- 
troduced the  original  proposition  which  was  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ,  has  been  sick 
and  confined  to  his  room  for  two  or  three  days, 
and  he  is  pret»ared  and  expects  to  speak  on  this 
question  to-morrow.  I  think  it  is  due  to  him  that 
he  should  have  the  opportunity,  and  for  that  rca- 
Bon  I  for  one  am  willing  to  consent  to  an  adjourn- 
ment. But  for  linit  fact  1  should  be  entirely  op- 
posed to  an  adjournment  until  we  settled  this 
question;  and  if  we  adjourn  now,  I  think  it  should 
be  with  the  cxpri^ss  understanding  that  we  shall 
close  this  question  to-morrow.  I  do  not  know 
any  pcrsotis  in  the  Senate  who  have  intimated  a 
disposition  to  speak  on  the  question,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Henderign]  and  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Henpiiicks,]  except  that  I 
unUerutand  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Sumner]  desires  to  propose  some 
amendmetus  to  the  Senate  for  its  action. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  hope  that  no  such  iindrr- 
•tandiiig  v/ill  be  had.  I  tru.st  the  measure  before 
the  Senate  will  nndergo  a  full  and  thorough  dis- 
enaslen,  that  every  member  of  the  Senate  who  de- 


sires to  sny  a  w*rd  upon  it  will  have  a  full  and 
fciir  opportunity;  because  1,  for  one,  regard  it  as 
of  the  utmost  importance  not  only  to  us  but  to 
onr  country  and  our  posterity.  1  hope  there  will 
be  no  such  understanding  as  that. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  beg  the  Senator  not  to 
misunderstand  me.  I  did  not  desire  to  say  that 
any  Senator  shoulil  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
bo  heard;  but  so  far  as  I  had  heard  expressed 
among  Senators  about  the  Chamber,  1  was  not 
aware  that  any  other  persons  desired  to  speak  but 
those  whom  1  staled;  and  it  was  therefore  that  1 
was  willing  to  consent  to  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  understood  the  Senator  to 
press  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  the 
necessity  of  bringing  this  question  to  a  final  vote 
to-morrow.  I  understood  that  to  be  the  under- 
standing which  he  desired  to  have  entered  into. 
For  one,  I  object  to  any  such  understanding. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  As  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  has  alluded  to  me,  I  desire  to  say,  lest 
it  might  be  misunderstood,  that  I  expect  to  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  but  a  very 
short  liine,  if  I  shall  feel  well  enough,  to-morrow. 
I  was  not  well  enough  to-day,  or  I  should  have 
said  what  I  desired  to  say  to-day  very  briefly. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  move  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.' 

Wednesday,  ^pril  6,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 

by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

JAY  COOKE  AND  CO. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  in  regard 
to  the  services  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  in  selling 
United  States  securities, &c.;  which  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CABINET  OFFICERS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Plouse  to  make  a  report  from  the  select 
committee  on  House  bill  No. 214,  providing  that 
the  heads  of  the  Executive  Departments  may  oc- 
cupy seats  upon  the  floor  of  tlie  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  sub- 
ject ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  only  want  the  bill  and 
reports  printed;  and  1  do  not  propose  to  call  it 
up  except  on  due  notice,  and  to  suit  the  conven- 
ience of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  With  the  understanding  that 
no  motion  to  reconsider  shall  be  made. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  desire  to  make  a  mo- 
lion  to  reconsider  in  order  to  select  a  proper  time 
for  taking  up  the  subject  for  action,  i  do  not 
propose  to  have  any  hasty  action.- 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported back  with  the  accompanying  majority  and 
minority  reports,  ordered  to  be  printed,  recom- 
mitted to  the  selecl  committee,  and  a  motion  to 
reconsider  entered. 

NEW  POST  ROUTE. 

Mr.  McTjRIDE,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

RcsoCicd,  Tlial  the  Coniiiiittee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  directed  to  Inquire  Into  the  expcdicnoy  of 
estalilisliing  a  po.st  route  from  Dalits  City,  in  the  State  of 
Oregon,  via  C.iflon  Cily  and  Independence,  lo  Boise  City, 
in  the  Torritory  of  Idaho. 

NOME  LACKEE  RESERVATION. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California,  presented  the  joint 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  California  relat- 
ing to  the  Nome  Lackee  reservation;  which  was 
orilered  to  he  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

TIIE  REBELLION. 
Mr.  COLE,  of  California,  also  preoented  joint 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  llie  State  of  Cali- 
foiiiia,  in  reference  lo  the  suppression  of  the  Exist- 
ing rebellion  and  the  measures  necessary  therelo; 
winch  were  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
jirintcd. 


GEORGE  W.  MUIIUAY. 

Mr.  PERHAM,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Murray;  which  was 
read  afirstand  second  time, ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  waa 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PERHAM  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  ask  leave  to  present  a  bill 
regulating  the  pay  of  certain  officers  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.CHANLER.     I  object. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  merely  want  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CHANLER.     I  object. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  demand  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  has  not  yet  come 
from  tile  printer. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask 
leave  to  report  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions  a  bill  granting  a  pensionof  eight  dollars 
a  month  to  Harris  Welch. 

Mr.  ANCONA.     I  object. 

ENROLLMENT  ACT, 

Mr.  DRIGGS,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  joint  resolution  repealing  thS  last  clause 
of  section  sixteen  of  the  enrollment  act,  approved 
March  3,  18G3;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  ami  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  for  leave  to  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief 
of  A.  S.  Clark,  postmaster  at  Harrison,  Ohio. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.     I  object. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY.  ' 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  regular  order  of 
business  to  be  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No. 
333,  to  provide  a  national  currency  secured  by  a 
pledge  of  United  States  stocks, and  to  provide  for 
the  circulation  and  redemption  thereof,  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  with  sundry  amendments,  and  an 
{imendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute  moved  by 
thegentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. Steven*,] 
on  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr, 
Hoofer]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  discuss  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  with 
which  the  House  is  already  familiar;  but  1  wish 
to  ask  attention  to  some  of  the  reasons,  that  are 
conclusive  to  my  mind,  why  the  paper  circulation 
of  this  country  should  be  under  the  control  of  a 
national  law;  believing  as  I  do  that  the  condition 
of  the  country,  growing  out  of  the  exigencies  of 
this  war,  renders  the  regulation  of  the  currency  by 
Congress  absolutely  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  strengthening  and  upholding  ihe  Government. 

In  addressing  the  House  last  week  I  said  that  I 
looked  upon  the  system  of  State  banks  as  having 
outlived  its  usefulness — considering  them  a.n  in- 
stitutions connected  with  the  growth  and  |m-os- 
perity  of  the  country — that  they  were  unequal  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  present  time,  with  the  de- 
mands which  this  war  is  making  on  the  resources 
of  the  country.  This  remark  seems  to  havo 
shocked  the  sensibilities  of  some  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  It  has  been  said  that  I 
must  have  forgotten  the  great  services  rendered 
to  the  country  by  the  State  banks  during  the 
revolutionary  war;  which  I  certainly  had  over- 
looked, and  have  yet  to  learn  that  they  rendered 
any  service  or  were  in  existence  during  that  pe- 
riod. 

In  the  war  of  1812  it  was  different.  The  State 
banks  did  then  play  an  importantand  unfortunate 
part,  and  a  strong  effort  has  been  made  to  give 
them  now  an  opportunity  lo  repeat  it.  But  the 
history  of  their  action,  and  its  effects  during  the- 
war  of  1812,  and  of  the  inconvenience  and  trou- 
ble which  were  caused  by  using  the  notes  of  the 
suspended  Slate  banks  then  for  the  currency  of 
the  country,  has  not  been  forgotten. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  war  of 
1812  «11  the  banks  suspended  specie  paymcntf  i 
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except  some  in  New  England;  and  the  Govern- 
ment was  induced,  most  unwisely  as  it  proved 
afterwards,  to  use  their  irredeemable  notes  for 
currency.  By  the  urgent  advice  of  Mr.  James 
Gallatin,  who  was  referred  to  by  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York  as  "  the  representative 
man  of  a  great  class  of  financiers  in  this  coun- 
try," the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  decided 
in  December,  1861,  to  suspend  specie  payments; 
and  their  example  was  promptly  followed  through- 
out the  country.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  then  strongly  urged  to  adopt  the  same  course 
as  in  1812,  but  he  positively  refused  to  receive 
and  circulate  their  notes,  even  for  the  balance  that 
was  still  due  from  the  banks  on  account  of  the 
Government  loans  they  had  taken.  This  was  the 
cause,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  cause,  of  the 
contest  which  was  at  once  begun  by  Mr.  Gallatin 
and  others  against  the  Secretary  and  against  the 
financial  measures  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Gallatin  was  foremost,  as  '•'  the  represent- 
ative man"  of  a  great  class  of  financiers,  in  this 
contest.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  states,  as  coming  from  apamphlet  Mr.  Gal- 
latin recently  published,  tha-t  if  Mr.  Chase  had 
administered  the  finances  of  the  country  as  they 
had  been  hitherto  administered  by  other  Secreta- 
ries "  the  State  banks  could  have  gone  through 
the  crisis,  successfullij  admiiiislering  this  Govern- 
ment as  a  hard  money  Government  to'  carry  on  a  hard 
money  war."  But  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
obstinately  refused  to  give  the  State  banks  that 
opportunity  to  administer  the  Government. 

At  the  time  the  loan  was  njade  in  New  York  on 
the  seven  and  three  tenths  Treasury  notes  Mr. 
Gallatin  opposed  it  at  a  meeting  of  the  bank  man- 
agers, and  insisted  upon  Congress  being  again 
called  together  to  raise  the  rate  of  interest.  After 
deciding  not  to  take  the  seven  and  three  tenths  per 
cent.,  Mr.  Chase  addressed  the  meeting,  also  Mr. 
Stevens,  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce, 
and  the  vote  was  reconsidered;  and  it  was  finally 
agreed  to  take  the  Treasury  notes  with  interest  at 
the  rate  of  seven  and  three  tenths  per  cent.  With- 
out the  influence  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce  that 
loan  could  not  have  been  negotiated  then.  The 
action  of  this  bank  has  been  at  all  times  favorable 
to  whatever  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  recom- 
mended, and  it  has  rendered  invaluable  assistance 
in  all  the  negotiations  of  the  Departments  with 
the  banks. 

At  the  meeting  of  bank  managers  in  the  city  of 
New  York  in  December,  1861,  Mr.  Gallatin  suc- 
cessfully urged  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments; he  declared  to  the  meeting  that  the  Gov- 
ernment must  suspend  specie  payments  or  the 
banks  must;  that  it  was  only  a  question  of  time 
which  should  suspend  first  and  keep  possession  of 
the  specie;  and  that  if  the  Government  obtained 
possession  of  it  the  whole  amount  \y^ould  soon 
be  expended  or  hoarded. 
■  Tlie  action  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
declining  to  receive  and  circulate  as  currency  the 
notes  of  the  suspended  banks  was  at  first  attrib- 
uted by  Mr.  Gallatin  and  others  to  the  want  of 
financial  knowledge  and  experience;  they  en- 
deavored to  persuade  him  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand matters  of  finance;  but  afterwards  Mr. 
Gallatin,  at  least,  must  have  changed  his  opinion 
on  that  point,  for  subsequently,  in  a  published 
letter,  he  said  substantially  of  the  Secretary,  that 
*'  he  knew  the  right  but  still  the  wrong  pursued," 
because^he  had  himself,  by  letter,  informed  the 
Secretary  what  the  right  was.  It  is  possible, 
however,  that  the  Secretary  may  have  been  so 
occupied  with  the  pressure  of  his  official  duties 
that  he  never  read  the  letter.  If  my  memory  is 
correct  it  was  a  very  long  letter,  and  it  informed 
the  Secretary  what  Mr.  Gallatin  considered  right 
in  regard  to  many  other  matters  than  those  of 
finance;  among  other  things  he  informed  him  that 
the  wrong  men  had  been  sent  abroad  to  represent 
this  Government  in  foreign  countries.  In  early 
life  Mr.  Gallatin  had  been  connected  with  the 
diplomacy  of  the  country,  I  think  during  the 
greater  part  of  tlie  war  of  1812;  and  this  may  ac- 
count for  his  wishing  to  see  repeated  in  this  war 
whatever  was  done  then. 

Failing  to  persuade  the  Secretary  to  adopt  his 
recommendations,  Mr.  Gallatin  seems  to  have 
gone  mad  upon  the  absurd  idea  that  all  payments 
of  the  Government  should  be  in  coin, and  that  the 
State  banks  should  make  a  hard  money  war  and 


administer  the  Government.  I  regret  to  notice 
that  some  members  of  this  House  seem  to  be 
aflfected  in  the  same  way. 

I  have  been  familiar  with  -and  have  carefully 
studied  the  works  of  the  honored  father  of  this 
gentleman,  and  I  feel  quite  sure  that  in  view  of 
all  the  evils  that  resulted  from  the  unwise  finan- 
cial course  of  the  Government  during  the  war  of 
1812,  he  would,  if  living  now,  have  supported  the 
financial  measures  of  this  Administration.  Albert 
Gallatin  was  one  cf  the  soundest  and  most  able 
writers  on  finance  of  this  or  of  any  country.  After 
the  war  of  1812  he  used  all  his  powers  to  promote 
the  resu\nption  of  specie  payments,  and  exercised 
great  influence  in  restoring  a  sounder  and  more 
substantial  system  of  currency  than  had  existed 
even  before  that  war  commenced.  The  trouble 
with  the  son  appears  to  be  in  the  proper  applica- 
tion of  the  financial  precepts  of  his  father.  If  I 
may  be  excused  for  using  a  hackneyed  but  apt 
illustration,  I  should  say  that  he  seemed  some- 
times "  to  put  the  saddle  on  the  wrong  horse," 
by  applying  the  principles  and  precepts  of  his 
father  very  differently  from  the  way  the  father 
would  have  applied  them.  For  example,  before 
this  war,  the  son  was  one  of  the  stanchest  sup- 
porters of  the  system  of  bank  notes  for  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country;  now,  in  the  midst  of  this 
war,  he  advocates  carrying  it  on  with  specie;  in 
both  cases,  as  it  seems  to  me,  having  the  saddle 
on  the  wrong  horse. 

It  appears  to  me  alsrf  that  my  friend,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  New  York,  who  referred 
with  such  kind  compliments  to  some  former  works 
of  mine  on  currency,  sometimes  falls  into  this 
same  error  in  applying  principles  differently  from 
what  1  should  apply  them.  Those  humble  efforts 
of  mine  to  which  he  referred  were  intended  to 
urge  the  importance  of  using  some  portion  of  the 
wealth  which  was  pouring  into  the  country,  in  a 
season  of  peace  and  unexampled  prosperity,  to 
secure  a  sounder  condition  of  the  currency ,  instead 
of  using  it,  as  was  the  case,  to  expand  the  cur- 
rency by  increased  issues  of  the  credit  of  the 
banks.  The  arguments  I  used  are  as  sound  now 
as  they  were  tnen,  but  the  issues  before  the  coun- 
try tire  somewhat  different.  I  will  take  the  lib- 
erty of  calling  the  attention  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman to  one  short  extract  on  the  87th  page  of 
the  volume  published  in  1855,  which  he  left  at 
home.  It  is  as  follows,  and  1  wish  him  to  con- 
sider it  as  the  key-note  to  all  I  have  ever  said  or 
written  on  currency: 

"  If  papsr  money  is  ever  useful  to  a  country,  it  can  only 
be  in  great  emergencies;  and  it  should  be  reserved  as  are- 
source  to  supply  the  means  for  the  defense  of  the  country 
when  otiier  resources  are  exhausted.  At  such  a  time  it 
may  be  used  for  the  business  transactions  within  the  coun- 
try to  release  the  coin  from  that  service,  so  that  it  may  be 
used  by  the  Government  in  ttie  exigency  for  the  common 
welfare." 

I  think  the  gentleman  from  New  York  must  be 
credulous-and  too  easily  impos~ed  upon  by  the 
statements  of  designing  men,  for  I  am  sure  he 
would  not  intentionally  state  anything  in  this 
House  that  conveyed  a  false  impression,  even  if 
he  thought  it  would  weaken  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  this  Administration.  The  statement 
lie  made  yesterday  in  regard  to  a  national  bank 
having  |1,500,00'0  to  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  a  small  amount  on  de- 
posit with  Mr.  Cisco,  the  Assistant  Treasurer,  in 
the  "temporary  loan" at  five  per  cent.,  was  all 
true;  but  it  was  only  the  naked  outline  of  the 
truth,  which  some  designing  person  probably 
communicated  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  produ- 
cing a  false  impression  upon  his  mind,  with  the 
hope  that  he  would  communicate  it  to  the  House 
as  he  did. 

The  facts  in  the  case  were  that  this  bank  had 
been  active  in  negotiating  the  fivotwenty  loan, 
and  had  received  for  it  a  million  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars in  greenbacks,  of  which  it  notified  the  De- 
partment, i-equesting  that  it  might  be  transferred  to' 
the  Assistant  Treasurer,  as  it  was  inconvenient  to 
hold  this  large  amount  of  greenbacks  in  their 
bank.  Until  that  transfer  the  bank  was  in  the 
position  described  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York. 

Then  there  is  that"  stock  story"  of  the  gentle- 
man about  the  fraud  at  the  Treasury  Department, 
"on  the  authority,"  as  he  repeats  each  time, 
"of  your  own  investigating  committee."  The 
Mr.  Clark  referred  to  was  a  Democrat  appointed 


in  Mr.  Buchanan's  Administration,  and  was 
in  the  Treasury  Department  under  Mr.  Cobb. 
The  affair  occurred  then,  and  not  under  this  Ad- 
ministration. Probably  the  investigating  com- 
mittee were  too  ready  to  believe  any  statement 
against  the  honesty  of  one  retained  in  office  who 
had  served  underan  Administration  that  encour- 
aged stealing  in  so  many  ways.  The  examina- 
tion of  the  facts  referred  to  by  the  investigating 
committee  not  only  exonerated  Mr.  Clark,  but 
showed  that  he  had  been  the  means  of  prevent- 
ing this  payment.  It  was  in  connection  with  a 
curious  contract  for  stone,  so  worded  that  the  con- 
tractors were  entitled  to  and  claimed  $35,000  for 
the  two  large  stones  on  the  buttresses  of  the  plat- 
form of  the  new  entrance  to  the  Treasury  build- 
ing. The  claim  was  finally  compromised  by  the 
payment  of  about  five  thousand  dollars. 

When  the  banks  suspended  specie  payments 
in  December,  1861,  in  the  midst  of  a  most  expens- 
ive war,  it  seemed  to  me  one  of  those  great  emer- 
gencies for  which  I  had  said  the  use  of  paper 
money  should  be  reserved;  I  was  therefore  active 
in  advocating  its  issue  by  the  Government;  and  I 
claim  now,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  it 
has  been  an  invaluable  resource  to  supply  the 
means  for  the  defense  of  the  nation.  It  of  course 
must  inflate  the  currency;  but  it  appears  to  me 
disloyal  and  wicked  for  private  corporations  to 
insist  upon  their  right,  at  such  a  time  as  this,  to 
add  to  their  inflation  for  their  own  profit. 

The  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  in  1812  was  an  enormous 
depreciation  of  the  currency,  varying  in  propor- 
tion to  the  expansion  of  the  banks  of  each  of 
the  different  States;  and  the  depreciation  gener- 
ally increased  as  you  went  toward  the  South,  so 
that  any  one  starting  from  Boston  to  visit  Wash- 
ington, with  money  enough  to  pay  for  his  journey 
there  and  back,  ifound  his  money  increase  in 
amount  as  he  increased  his  distance  from  Boston; 
by  the  time  he  reached  Washington  he  had  more 
money  than  he  started  with,  notwithstanding  he 
had  paid  all  the  expenses  of  the  journey,  and 
traveling  was  far  more  expensive  then  than  now. 
The  journey  back  produced  a  very  different  result. 

One  may  imagine  what  effect  this  condition  of 
the  currency  would  have  on  all  the  financial  meas- 
ures of  the  Government.  Its  securities  were  sold 
at  prices  much  below  par,  and  were  paid  for  in 
different  State  currencies  that  were  still  more  de- 
preciated. The  degree  of  depreciation  varied  in  al- 
most every  State,  so  that  when  the  Government 
made  a  loan  at  sixty  to  seventy  for  a  hundred,  it 
was  paid  for  with  currencies  of  different  values, 
in  some  places  depreciated  to  such  an  extent  that 
often  less  than  an  average  of  fifty  per  cent,  of 
the  value  in  coin  was  realized  for  the  loan.  Mr. 
Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina, ^aid  in  a  speech  de- 
livered at  that  time  in  this  House,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment issued  its  paper  bearing  six  per  cent,  in- 
terest, and  took  in  exchange  for  every  hundred 
dollars  of  it  sixty  dollars  of  State  bank  paper 
equally  depreciated  and  bearing  no  interest.  He 
suggested  as  a-reniedy  for  this  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  issue  its  own  notes  and  make  them 
a  legal  tender,  and  that  it  should  exercise  its  only 
constitutional  powers  against  the  notes  of  State 
banks — taxation  to  drive  them  out  of  existence. 

Members  from  the  State  of  New  York  have  re- 
ferred with  great  satisfaction  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  bank  currency  of  that  State;  but  I 
wish,  withoutany  disrespect,  to  remind  them  that 
after  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  De- 
cember, 1861,  the  Government  could  not  receive 
the  bank  currency  of  the  Stale  without  receiving 
the  notes  of  every  oifjicr  State  in  the  Union.  All 
bank  notes  in  circulation  then  were,  by  law,  ille- 
gal, irredeemable  notes  of  suspended  banks;  and 
New  York  bank  notes  stood  no  better,  in  the  eye 
of  the  law,  than  the  notes  to  which  the  bank  man- 
agers of  that  State  often  refer  under  the  designa- 
tion of"  wild-cat  currency;"  which  I  have  always 
understood  to  mean  irredeemable  bank  notes. 

The  New  York  bank  law  contains  many  excel- 
lent features,  and  to  my  mind  some  that  are  ob- 
jectionable. The  banks  in  that  State,  outside  of 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Albany,  are  author- 
ized to  redeem  their  circulation  in  those  cities  at 
a  quarter  percent,  discount, and  are  not  required 
to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie  until  fifteen  days 
after  demand. 

The  following  list  exhibits  the  circulation  of 
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twenty-five  banks,  selected  as  specimens  to  show 
wliat  may  be  done  and  what  is  doing  l:>y  tlic  banks 
in  the  way  of  farnislung  circulation: 

Slatemcitt  of  certain  Bunks  liaiing  a  Cirailation  in  excess 
of  Capital. 


Ilaiiiixkii  llniik,  N.  Y.. 
Ik-lliiigor  IJniik,  N.  Y... 

Lyons  Bank,  N.  Y 

P.  U.  Westliill's  Hank, 

N.  Y 

Suffolk    County   D.iiik, 

N.  Y 

Bank    of   Orangctowii, 

N.  Y 

Pas.saic   County   Bank, 

N.J 

Antliraciti;  Hank,  Pa. .. 
Bank  of  Gettysburg,  Pa. 
Farmers'        Bank       of 

Scliuylkill,  Pa 

Farinors'  ami    Urovcrs' 

Bank  of  VVayncsburg, 

Pa 

Jersey  Shore  Bank,  Fa.. 
Lcwisburgh  Bank,  Pa.. 
Lock  Haven  Bank,  Pa.. 
Mount  Joy  Bank,  Pa  . .. 

Octoraro  Bank,  I'a 

Union  Bank  of  Reading, 

Pa 

West  Branch  Bank,  Pa. 
York  County  Bank,  Pa. 
Bank  of  Chanibersliurg, 

Pn 

Bank  of  Newark,  Del... 
Exchange       Bank      of 

Greencastle,  Ind  . .  .. 
Bank  ol' Geauga,  Ohio.. 
Merchants'      Bank     of 

iMasillon,  Oliio 

Bank  of  Delaware,  Ohio. 


$100,000 
10.000 
30,000 

25,000 

20, 000 

30,000 

20.000 
99^800 
145,150 

100,000 


150,000 
75, 150 
100,000 
110,000 
.■54.710 
57,970 

100,000 
100,000 
125,000 

256.838 
50,000 

50, 350 
50,000 

50,000 
23,000 


$313,220 
70,280 
112,150 

107,796 

82,540 

99,999 

82,602 
298,149 
421,810 

304,835 


495,500 
221,257 
324,677 
31K6R0 
17i:i79 
169,315 

298,425 
299,109 
395,275 

751,525 

139,887 

173.0.56 
139,826 

142,844 
65,171 


$l,93p,968  $5,998,088 


3.13 
7.62 
3.73 

4.32 

4.12 

3.33 

4.13 

2.98 
2.90 


3.30 
2.94 
3.24 
2.83 
3.12 
2.92 

2.98 
2.99 
3.16 

2.92 
2.79 

3.43 
2.79 

2.85 
2.53 


It  will  be  noticed  that  of  the  banks  on  this  list 
six  are  in  the  State  of  New  York  organized  under 
the  boasted  general  law  of  that  State,  which,  I 
understand ,  contains  no  limitation  in  regard  to  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  nor  to  the  amount  which  any 
bank  may  circulate.  Here  are  twenty-five  banks 
with  an  aggregate  capital  of  §1,932,968  issuing 
circulation  to  the  amount  of  $5,998,088. 

Any  one  who  remembers  the  condition  of  the 
currency  during  the  warof  J812,  or  who  has  read 
of  it,  must  feel  grateful  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  country  will  appreciate  his 
firmness  in  resisting  the  pressure  of  the  banks  and 
inaugurating  the  financial  measures  which  have 
thus  far  met  with  such  marked  success,  instead 
of  inflicting  again  upon  the  country  the  compli- 
cated evils  which  resulted  from  the  different  course 
of  the  Government  in  the  war  of  1812. 

I  repeat  what  I  said  the  other  day,  thatthe  issue 
of  legal-tender  notes  was  not  only  a  wise  meas- 
ure, but  that  it  was  the  only  measure  that  could 
have  been  adopted  with  safety;  and  if  the  Gov- 
ernment had,  instead  of  it,  depended  on  the  State 
banks  and  used  their  notes  for  currency  to  carry 
on  this  war,  it  would  have  proved  an  utter  fail- 
ure. The  loan  bill,  includinp;  the  issue  of  legal- 
tender  notes,  the  national  bank  act,  and  the  tax 
law,  were  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  the  three  measures  to  be  relied  upon 
to  carry  the  nation  through  its  financial  difficul- 
ties. The  last  Congress  enacted  them,  and  it  is 
the  duly  of  the  present  Congress  to  do  all  in  its 
power  to  perfect  them.  "I'hey  certainly  have 
worked  successfully  thus  far;  and  I  trust  any 
attempts  to  perfect  them  will  meet  a  generous 
support  from  this  House. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  stated  the  other 
day  in  his  speech  that  the  very  best  section  of  this 
bill  was  the'  one  which  repealed  the  law  of  last 
year,  and  thereby  condemned  it  as  unendurable 
after  only  the  brief  expcriciio<;  of  a  single  year. 
Nothing  can  be  further  from  the  truth.  So  far 
from  condemning  that  law,  the  sole  object  of  this 
bill  is  to  amend  an<l  perfect  il.  Like  all  new  meas- 
ures, that  bill  w.TS  put  in  the  best  shape  at  the 
time  to  insure  iis  passage.  It  was  in  facta  good 
bill;  not  perfect  in  all  its  detnil.s,  but  still  a  good 
bill.  Its  passage  established  n  most  im|ioriiint 
principle,  and  the  brief  experience  of  a  single  year 


has  been  satisfactory.  The  friends  of  that  law 
arc  nowendeavoring  to  give  more  complete  effect 
to  iis  principles  by  introducing  this  bill  to  perfect 
its  details,  and  to  give  more  effective  action  to  the 
banks  which  have  been  and  are  now  rapidly  or- 
ganizing under  it.  it  is  a  novel  idea  that  any  bill 
amending  an  existing  law  is  a  condemnation  of 
the  original  law. 

The  constant  denunciation  from  certain  quar- 
ters of  the  financial  measures  that  were  adopted 
in  tlie  last  Congress,  and  of  the  action  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  remind  one  of  the  robber 
crying  "  stop  thief"  to  divert  attention  from  him- 
self, [t  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  State  banks  which 
are  now  doing  the  most  to  depreciate  the  currency 
of  the  country,  and  they  are  deriving  large  profits 
from  it.  Twenty  and  even  thirty  per  cent,  on  the 
capital  has  not  been  unusual  as  Annual  profits  of 
some  of  them  during  the  past  two  years.  They 
use  the  legal-tender  currency  as  the  basis  for  ex- 
tending their  own  issues  and  inflating  the  cur- 
rency, and  then  complain  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  of  the  financial  measures  that  have 
been  adopted,  as  the  cause  of  the  depreciation. 

That  the  banks  are  doing  this  is  not  a  matter 
of  opinion,  but  of  fact,  well  known  to  gentlemen 
from  New  York,  and  patent  to  anyone  who  will 
take  the  trouble  to  compare  the  present  amount 
of  the  loans  of  the  New  York  banks,  or  of  the 
State  banks  generally,  with  what  they  were  be- 
fore the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  Decem- 
ber, 1861. 

When  the  great  influx  of  gold  from  California 
commenced  a  few  years  since,  it  was  supposed 
by  many  that  it  would  strengthen  the  currency, 
but,  instead  of  being  used  for  that  purpose,  the 
banks  made  it  the  basisforextending  their  issues, 
and  they  continued  to  inflate  the  currency  until  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  occurred  in  1857. 

It  may,  with  almost  as  much  propriety,  be  said 
that  the  inflation  of  currency  which  culminated  in 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  1857,  was 
caused  by  the  gold  from  California,  as  to  say 
now,  in  face  of  the  fact  of  the  great  extension  of 
issues  and  expansion  of  the  State  banks,  tiiat  the 
present  depreciation  of  the  currency  is  to  besplely 
attributed  to  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasui'y  and  the  effect  of  the  financial  measurea 
of  the  last  Congress. 

More  gold  was  exported  from  the  country  dur- 
ing the  ten  years  that  preceded  this  war  than  would 
have  sufliced  to  supply  coined  money  for  the 
whole  currency  of  this  country;  but  the  gold,  in- 
stead of  being  used  to  strengthen  the  currency, 
was  made  a  basis  for  extending  the  issues  of  the 
banks;  and  it  was  no  sooner  landed  at  New  York 
than  it  was  transferred  to  a  steamer  for  Europe, 
to  be  sent  abroad  to  pay  for  the  excessive  imports 
of  foreign  merchandise,  which  was  induced  by 
the  inflated  condition  of  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. This  misjise  of  the  gold  from  California  was 
favorable  forstock-jobbingand  otherspeculations, 
but  was  a  positive  injury  to  all  the  industrial  in- 
terests of  the  country. 

The  same  use  is  now  being  made  of  the  legal- 
tender  curreTicy,  which  the  necessities  of  the  war 
have  obliged  the  Government  to  issue,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  other  legal  and  suitable  currency 
that  could  be  used  in  the  great  emergency  of  the 
war.  The  State  banks  arc  issuing  the  legal-tender 
notes  as  a  basis  for  an  enormous  inflation  of  the 
currency  by  the  extension  of  the  amount  of  their 
issuf  a  and  of  their  loans. 

A-.i  I  said  before,  this  statement  is  nota  matter 
of  mere  opinion,  but  of  fact,  that  is  patent  to  any 
one  who  will  examine  the  subject,  and  compare 
the  present  condition  of  the  State  banks  with  their 
condition  in  the  summer  of  1861. 

Tliegentlemati  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Brooks,] 
in  his  reniarks*last  week,  said  the  Secretary  should 
retrace  his  steps  and  diminish  the  issues  of  Gov- 
ernment paper.  Uut  I  would  ask  him,  in  all  frank- 
ness, if  he  thinks  this  a  suitable  time  to  fund  the 
legal-lender  currency  and  to  diminish  its  amount 
when  demands  are  pressing  on  the  Treasury  De- 
partment that  cannot  be  met  without  availing  of 
all  the  resources  that  Congress  has  jilaced  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Secretary ;  and  I  would  also  ask 
what  othereffect  it  could  have,  if  the  Government 
.should  now  fund  anil  retire  its  issues  of  legal- 
tender  note.'!,  than  to  give  greater  opportunity  to 
extend  ilie  i."!sueR  of  the  banks.  As  the  Govern- 
ment withilrcw  their  legal-tender  notes  the  bunks 


would  issue  so  much  more  of  their  irredeemable 
paper. 

it  is  useless  for  the  Government  to  do  anything 
to  diminish  the  volume  of  the  currency  so  longaa 
the  State  banks  exercise  the  right,  and  are  watch- 
ing for  every  opportunity  to  extend  their  circu- 
lation; and  it  is  impossible  for  anything  to  bo 
done  to  correct  the  depreciation  so  long  as  the 
State  banks  are  permitted,  withoutany  restraints 
of  law,  to  fill  all  the  channels  of  commerce  with 
their  own  notes.  In  no  other  country,  civilized 
or  uncivilized,  does  the  power  exist  with  private 
corporations  or  individuals  to  exercise  such  acon- 
trol  over  the  currency  of  the  country.  Nowhere 
but  here  is  the  sovereign  and  irresponsible  power 
delegated  to  individuals  and  to  private  corpora- 
tions of  furnishing  and  controlling  the  currency, 
which  measures  the  value  of  all  the  property  of 
the  country.  The  cost  of  paper  is  only  the  ex- 
pense of  the  paper  and  engraving  and  the  trouble 
of  preparing  and  signing  the  notes;  but  wherever 
it  is  used  it  regulates  the  price  of  all  the  salable 
properly  in  the  community.  Mr.  Webster  in 
one  of  liis  sjieeches  said,  in  reference  to  the  ex- 
cessive issues  of  the  banks,  that  it  was  "  the  most 
effectual  of  inventions  to  fertilize  tlie  rich  man's 
field  with  the  sweat  of  the  poor  man's  brow,"  and 
"that  banks  should  be  restrained  from  issuing 
for  circulation- bills  or  notes  under  a  given  sum, 
say  ten  or  twenty  dollars;  this  would  diminish 
the  circulation,  and  consequently  the  profits  of 
the  banks;  but  it  is  of  less  importance  to  make 
banks  highly  profitable  institutions  to  the  stock- 
holders than  that  they  should  be  safe  and  useful 
to  the  community."  How  much  more  important 
■is  this  now  than  at  the  time  it  was  uttered  by  Mr. 
Webster;  now,  when  the  life-blood  of  the  nation 
is  being  exhausted  by  adding  the  excessive  issues 
of  the  State  banks  to  what  the  Government  is 
obliged  to  issue  to  sustain  itself! 

I  understand  Mr.  Webster  to  have  meant  that 
when  a  sturdy  pioneer  in  one  of  the  new  States 
of  the  West  is  induced  to  borrow  money  on  the 
pledge  of  his  land  at  three  to  five  per  cent,  a 
month,  he  usually  finds,  after  two  or  three  years 
of  toil,  that  he  has  received  no  benefit  from  liis 
labor;  that  the  land  he  has  cleared  and  cultivated 
has  by  law  become  the  properly  of  his  aceommo- 
dating  but  shrewder  neighbor,  and  thereby  it  has 
become  the  rich  man's  field,  fertilized  by  the 
sweat  of  this  poor  man's  brow.  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  saying  that  this  occurs  only 
at  the  West.  The  same  thing  is  constantly  go- 
ing on  in  the  eastern  Stales.  The  popular  delu- 
sion that  business  is  so  profitable  in  this  country 
that  men  can  afford  to  pay  one  or  two  per  cent,  a 
month  for  money  tempts  enterprising  men  to  ex- 
tend their  operations  and  to  engage  in  new  un- 
dertakings, and  in  the  mnjority  of  cases  with 
precisely  the  result  illustrated  by  this  pilhy  ex- 
pression of  Mr.  Webster.  It  is  to  prevent  the 
national  banks  from  making  such  loans  that  we 
limit  the  rate  of  interest,  nor  in  any  case  to  ex- 
ceed the  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  pier  annum;  and 
this  rate  was  selected  because  it  is  the  legal  rate 
in  the  great  commercial  State  of  New  York. 

The  banks  authorized  under  this  national  law 
arc  restricted  and  controlled  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  currency  they  can  issue  and  the  rate 
of  interest  on  their  loans.  In  none  of  them  can 
the  amount  of  currency  exceed  the  amount  of  the 
capital;  and  the  whole  amount  of  currency  to  be 
issued  is  limited  to  $300,000,000.  Tlie  provis- 
ions of  the  law  contain  every  suitable  privilege 
that  should  be  granted  to  any  banks;  every  in- 
ducement is  offered  to  organize  the  capital  t)f  the 
existing  State  banks  under  its  provisions  l)y  ofler- 
ing  every  facility  to  make  the  change,  and  lo  bri-iig 
in  their  circulation  as  a  part  of  the  $300,000,000 
which  this  law  establishes  as  the  maximum  of 
the  circulation  of  bank  notes. 

If  anything  is  to  be  attempted  by  Congress  to 
control  the  present  d(*]ireciaiion  of  the  currency, 
the  right  must  be  .issmned  lo  regulate  the  issues 
of  notes  that  furnish  the  currency  of  the  country; 
and  (he  circulation  of  any  notes  as  money  that  are 
not  sanctioned  by  l\)\n  national  law  must  be  pre- 
vented by  the  (;iiforcing  of  some  stringent  enact- 
ment. So  long  as  (he  Stale  banks  are  allowed  to 
issue  their  iu>tes  without  restraint  to  be  used  as 
money,  any  action  of  Congress  or  of  the  Treasury 
Department  to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  the  cur- 
rency is  uselcs.i.     Il  is  just  as  wronjj;  and  just  as 
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indefensible  in  principle  to  issue  a  piece  of  paper 
money  witiiout  tlie  sanction  and  impress  of  tiie 
Government  as  it  is  to  issue  a  piece  of  metallic 
money  without  that  sanction  and  impress.  I 
know  no  good  reason  why  laws  regulating  the  is- 
sues of  paper  money  shoulii  not  declare  the  issue 
and  circulation  of  any  other  notes  to  be  as 'great  a 
crime  as  to  issue  and  pass  counterfeits  of  the  coin 
of  the  country. 

I  have  said  that  the  national  banking  system 
was  not  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  State  banks, 
but  that  the  object  of  this  law  was  to  offer  every 
facility  and  inducement  to  the  State  banks  to 
come  in  and  avail  of  its  benefits  and  be  subject  to 
its  control.  I  think  that  no  one  can  misunder- 
stand that  my  object  in  supporting  the  bill  to  es- 
tablisli  a  national  banking  system  has  been  to 
bring  all  the  banks  that  issue  notes  for  currency 
under  it;  that  the  currency  of  the  country  may  be 
within  the  control  and  regulation  of  a  national 
law  applicable  to  the  whole  country,  instead  of 
being  controlled  and  regulated  by  State  law  as  it 
has  been  heretofore. 

If  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  regulate  and 
control  the  circulation  of  notes  for  currency  in 
this  great  emergency,  which  requires  the  exercise 
of  all  its  powers  for  national  self-preservation, 
except,  as  Mr.  Calhoun  has  said,  through  its 
power  to  tax  any  other  currency  that  interferes 
with  and  depreciates  its  established  measures  of 
value,  I  hope  it  will  exercise  the  power  of  taxa- 
tion to  its  fullest  extent;  that  it  will  decline  to 
ehafe  any  longer  with  States,  or  corporations,  or 
individuals  the  sovereign  right  of  furnishing  and 
controlling  thccurrency  which  measures  the  value 
of  all  the  property  within  the  country.  I  believe 
the  existence  of  the  nation  is  at  stake  upon  this 
issue;  that  the  present  necessity  requires  the  use 
of  every  legitimate  means  to  sustain  the  credit  of 
the  Government;  the  national  credit  is  the  basis 
on  which  the  future  prosperity  of  the  country  de- 
pends. In  no  other  way  than  by  the  wise  and 
prudent  exercise  of  the  sovereign  power  to  regu- 
late the  currency  can  those  other  important  meas- 
ures to  sustain  the  Government — the  loan  bills 
and  the  revenue  bills — be  made  effective.  I  appeal 
to  the  members  of  the  House,  and  I  ask  them  if 
they  can  excuse  themselves  to  their  constituents 
and  to  posterity  if  they  sacrifice  the  great  inter- 
ests that  are  now  at  stake  to  the  comparatively 
petty  interest  of  local  banking. 

If  this  war  is  to  be  continued  until  its  great  ob- 
ject— the  overthrow  of  this  rebellion  and  the  cause 
of  it — has  been  accomplished,  the  people  whore- 
main  at  home  must  enter  upon  the  work  of  sus- 
taining the  war  with  more  earnestness.  We  have 
reached  the  point  where  sacrifices  are  required  to 
be  made,x;the  people  must  submit  to  largely  in- 
creased taxation;  instead  of  increasing  the  sala- 
ries of  Government  officials  we  must  increase  the 
value  of  the  money  in  which  the  salaries  are  paid 
by  checking  the  depreciation  of  the  currency.  To 
my  mind,  there  can  be  no  better  example  of  sac- 
rifice than  for  the  State  banks  to  yield  to  the  na- 
tion that  control  over  the  currency  which,  so  far 
as  it  now  prevails,  is  for  their  corporate  advant- 
age, and  not  for  the.  public  good.  Without  this 
control  by  the  Government  all  efforts  to  check  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency  are  useless.  Those 
who  complain  of  inadequacy  of  pay  must  con- 
sider it  as  their  part  of  the  sacrifice  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  mnke  in  this  war;  and  must 
seek  relief  by  joining  in  the  attempt  to  create  a 
public  opinion  in  favor  of  all  measures  that  will 
raise  the  value  of  the  currency  in  which  salaries 
are  paid.  A  bill  will  soon  be  introduced  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  largely  in- 
creasing the  taxes;  but  this  will  be  insufficient  for 
the  purposes  to  be  accomplished  unless  we  can 
have  some  power  to  secure  the  currency  against 
depreciation. 

The  question  has  been  asked  by  my  friend  from 
Iowa,  why  any  banks  ehowld  be  authorized  to 
furnish  notes  to  be  used  ae  currency,  instead  of 
confining  that  right  to  the  Government,  and 
thereby  giving  to  the  people  all  the  benefit  and 
advantages,  without  cost  for  interest,  of  the  fund 
obtained  by  supplying  the  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try. This  question,  from  those  in  the  interest  of 
State  banks,  would  seem  to  me  a  specious  one. 
They  know  full  well  that  State  bnnks  have  so  lono- 
exercised  the  right  to  furnish  the  currency,  that 
any  attempt  to  interruptit  would  be  made  the  pre- 
tense to  excite  prejudices  in  regard  to  State  rights 


behind  wliich  the  State  banks  could  shelter  them- 
selves against  any  direct  action  of  Congress  which 
affected  their  interest. 

The  object  of  the  national  bank  law  is  neither 
to  destroy  capital  invested  in  the  State  banks  nor 
their  circulation,  to  which  the  people  are  accus- 
tomed; its  only  object  is  to  bring  under  the  control 
and  regulation  of  one  uniform  national  law,  ap- 
plicable to  every  Stale  of  the  Union,  all  the  State 
banks,  and  make  their  circulation  a  part  of  the 
$300,000,000  which  this  law  authorizes  as  the 
maximum  amount  of  bank  circulation  in  this 
this  country. 

When  this  object  is  accomplished  I  am  ready 
to  join  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  or 
others,  on  either  side  of  this  House,  in  favor  of 
such  practical  restrictions  of  the  Government  is- 
sues as  will  prevent  the  depreciation  of  the  cur- 
rency; and  unless  defeat  and  disaster  attend  the 
military  operations,  I  believe  that  specie  prices 
and  specie  payments  might  be  restored  within  the 
coming  year. 

Another  reason  why  I  think  the  currency  of 
the  country  should  not  consist  entirely  of  the 
issues  of  Government  paper  is,  that  I  have  more 
faith  in  the  power  and  stability  of  this  Govern- 
ment than  many  on  the  other  side  and  some  few 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  The  restoration  of 
the  currency  and  the  i-esumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments do  not  seem  to  me  so  far  off  as  others 
appear  to  think  it;  and  believing  that  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  is  desirable  and  not  im- 
possible within  no  very  distant  period,  it  seems 
to  me  it  may  be  necessary,  when  that  time  comes, 
to  withdraw  the  Government  notes  from  circula- 
tion, so  that  specie  may  again  be  the  only  "law- 
ful money"  of  the  country. 

I  see  no  way  in  which  the  Government  notes 
could  be  redeemed  in  specie;  and  I  fear  that  any 
other  legal  tender  than  coin  could  not  well  exist 
with  specie  payments.  Therefore,  to  confine  the 
right  of  issuing  paper  for  currency  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department  would  seem  to  be  a  permanent 
arrangement  foran  irredeemablecurrency.  When 
the  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  issue  of  the 
legal-tender  notes  no  one  advocated  it  as  a  per- 
manent measure,  but  only  as  a  temporary  expe- 
dient to  meet  the  emergency  that  existed  after 
the  banks  suspended  specie  payments  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1861. 

One  more  reason  I  will  state,  which  to  my  mind 
is  very  important:  that  a  Government  cannot  issue 
paper  as  money  from  its  Treasury,  and  give  it 
active  circulation  in  the  channels  of  trade  and 
commerce  throughout  a  great  country,  because 
its  only  means  to  accomplish  that  objectis  through 
its  payments  to  publiccreditors.  Whenever.those 
payments  are  less  than  the  amount  required  for 
the  circulation,  the  currency  must  be  insufficient 
for  the  business  of  the  country,  and  may  be  di- 
verted temporarily  into  channels  where  it  is  not 
available  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  business 
of  the  country.  It  follows  necessarily  from  this 
that  no  Government  paper  can  be  advantageously 
maintained  in  circulation  as  the  money  of  the 
country  without  the  Government  assuming  the 
functions  of  a  bank  by  loaning  its  notes  to  be  used 
for  currency ;  and  the  objection  to  this  is  too  man- 
ifest. No  Government  can  perform  the  functions 
of  a  bank  by  loaning  money  without  becoming 
corrupt  and  progressively  arbitrary  and  despotic. 

The  statement  that  this  bill  withdraws  the  prop- 
erty of  individuals  from  State  and  municipal  tax- 
ation is  not  correct.  The  property  of  any  indi- 
vidual invested  in  these  banks  is  taxable,  like  any 
other  of  their  property,  for  State  and  municipal 
purposes.  Wliile  the  United  States  Bank  was  in 
existence  the  shares  of  stock  held  by  any  one  in 
that  bank  and  the  dividends  received  from  it  were 
counted  in  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  property 
and  income  for  which  such  persoti  was  subject  to 
taxation  underStatelaw.  ButtheSupreme  Court 
decided  that  the  bank  could  not  be  taxed.by  State 
law.  Chief  Justice  Marshall  in  rendering  this  de- 
cision stated,  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  it,  that 
such  power  to  tax  was  a  power  to  destroy  an  in- 
stitution created  by  the  national  Government. 

To  give  to  the  States  the  power  to  tax  the  banks 
established  under  this  law  would  destroy  their 
character  as  national  institutions.  If  the  amend- 
ment giving  that  power  to  the  States  is  adopted, 
I  sliould  consider  the  law  of  last  year  preferable 
to  this,  and  should,  therefore,  be  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill. 


The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  upon  which 
no  special  vote  was  requested  were  then  agreed  to. 

Fourth  amendment: 

Add  to  the  sevcntli  section  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  Tliat  banks  witli  a  capital  of  not  less  than  fifty 
thousand  dollars  may,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  be  organized  in  any  place  the  population 
of  which  does  not  exceed  six  thousand  inhabitants. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  ask  for  a  special  vote  upon 
this  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr. 
Brooks  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  64,  noes  54. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Sixteenth  amendment: 

Insert  in  section  twenty-two,  after  the  words  "denom- 
inations of,"  the  words  "one  dollar,  two  dollars,  three  dol- 
lars;" so  that  the  clause  will  read  as  follows: 
In  order  to  furnish  suitable  notes  for  circulation,  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Currency  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  cause 
plates  and  dies  to  be  engraved,  in  the  best  manner  to  guard 
against  counterfeiting  and  fraudulent  alterations,  and  to 
have  printed  therefrom,  and  numbered,  such  quaittity  of 
circulating  notes,  in  blank,  ofthe  denominations  of  one  dol- 
lar, two  dollars, three  dollars,  five  dollars,  ten  dollars,  twenty 
dollars,  fifty  dollars,  one  hundred  dollars,  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  one  thousand  dollars,  as  may  be  required  to  sup- 
ply, under  this  act,  the  associations  entitled  to  receive  the 
same. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  this  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  76,  nays  54;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxterj-Ueanian,  Blaine,  Blow,  Bout- 
we>l,  Boyd,  Brnomall,  Ambrose  VV.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank,  Ganson, 
Gooch,  Grinnell,  Griswold,  Hale,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  VV. 
Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan, 
Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  P.  Miller, 
Mooriiead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leon- 
ard Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Ortli,  PaUerson,  Perham, 
Pomeroy,Price,Pruyn, Radford, William  II.  Randall,  Alex- 
ander H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck, 
Scofield,  Shannon,  Spjilding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer, Up- 
son, Van  Valkenburgh,  Elihu  B.  VVasliburne,  William  B. 
Washburn,  Whalry,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windora, 
and  Woodbridge — 76. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona,  Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S. 
Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Chanter,  Cox,  Dawson,  Deni- 
son,  Eden,  Eldridgo,  Knglish,  Finck,  Grider,  Harrington, 
Herrick,  Ilolman,  Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Kalb- 
fleisch,  Kernfin,  Law,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney, 
Middlcton,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison, 
Nelson,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Rob- 
inson, Rogers,  James  S.Rollins,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  Wil- 
liam G.  Steele,  Strouso,  Sweat,  Thomas,  Voorhees, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfleld, 
Benjamin  Wood,  and  Yeaman — 54. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
During  the  call  ofthe  roll, 
Mr.  HARRINGTON  stated  that  Mr.  Hard- 
ing was  confined  to  his  house  by  sickness. 
Thirty-first  amendment: 

Strike  out  section  thirty,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  association  may 
take,  receive,  reserve,  and  charge  on  any  loan  or  discount 
made,  or  upon  any  note,  bill  of  exchange,  or  other  evidencea 
of  debt,  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  seven  percent,  per 
annum;  and  such  interest  may  be  taken  in  advance,  reck- 
oning the  days  for  which  the  note,  bill,  or  other  evidence 
of  debt  has  to  run.  And  the  knowingly  taking,  receiving, 
reserving,  or  charging  a  rate  of  interest  greater  than  afore- 
said shall  be  held  and  adjudged  a  forfeiture  of  the  entire 
interest  which  the  note,  bill,  or  other  evidence  of  debt  car- 
ries with  it,  or  which  has  been  agreed  to  be  paid  thereon. 
And  in  case  a  greaterrateof  interest  has  been  paid,  the  per- 
son or  persons  paying  the  same,  or  their  legal  representa- 
tives, may  recover  back,  in  any  action  of  debt,  twice  the 
anmunt  ofthe  interest  thus  paid,  from  the  association  tak- 
ing or  receiving  the  same  :  Provided,  That  such  action  is 
commenced  within  two  years  from  the  time  the  usurious 
transaction  occurred.  But  the  purchase,  liiseoimt,  or  sale 
of  a  bona  fide  bill  of  exchange,  payable  at  another  place  than 
the  place  of  such  purchase,  discount,  or  sale,  at  not  more 
than  the  current  rate  of  exchange  for  sight  drafts,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  interest,  shall  not  be  considered  as  taking  or  re- 
ceiving a  greater  rate  of  interest. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  upon 
the  amendment  now  being  read  by  the  Clerk.  I 
liold  in  myhaiid  the  printed  bill,  which  I  suppose 
is  the  same  now  being  read.  This  section  was 
amended  by  the  Committee  ofthe  Whole  in  two 
respects:  fiist,  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
frowi  Maine,  [Mr.  Bi.aink,]  by  fixing  the  rate  of 
interest  the  same  as  that  prescribed  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  several  Stales;  and  second,  i>y  pro- 
viding that  where  a  larger  rate  of  interest  than  six 


1462 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Apnl  6. 


per  cent,  wns  received  the  banks  which  received 
the  same  should  be  liable  to  refund  tlie  money. 
Those  two  an)endnients  were  adopted,  and  then 
tlie  gentleman  from  Ma.sBachuaetts  [Mr.  Hooper] 
proposed  a  substitute,  which  was  adopted.  My 
pointof  order  is  that  tlie  amendment  as  reported 
by  the  Clerk  is  not  the  amendment  adopted  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  from 
pag:e  63  of  the  Digest. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following: 

"  If  the  noininittec  shall  amend  a  clauae,  and  subse- 
qiienlly  strike  out  the  clause  as  amended,  the  first  amend- 
ment thcrehy  falls,  and  cannot  bo  reported  to  the  House  and 
voted  on."    t 

The  SPEAKER.  Afterthcsection  wasamended 
the  committee  struck  it  all  out  and  inserted  a  sub- 
stitute. That  substitute  is  the  only  one  that  can 
be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  The  amendment  as  reported 
is  to  strike  out  the  section  and  insert  another  one. 
1  rise  to  inquire  whether  the  question  is  divisible, 
first  upon  .striking  out,  and  then  upon  inserting? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  rules  specially  prohibit 
such  a  division.  The  motion  to  strike  out  and 
insert  is  indivisible. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Fortieth  amendment: 

Amend  suction  forty- one  hy  striking  out  the  words  "such 
tax  or  duty,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  the 
taxes  or  duties  imposed  by  Congress  from  time  to  time;"  so 
tliat  the  section  will  read: 

And  be  it  further  cnacteii.  That  the  plates  and  special 
dies  to  be  procured  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  for 
ihc  printing  of  such  circulating  notes  shall  remain  under  his 
control  and  direction,  and  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred 
in  executing  the  provisions  of  this  act,  respecting  the  pro- 
curing of  such  notes,  and  all  other  expenses  of  the  bureau, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  or  duties  now 
orliorcafter  to  be  assessed  on  the  circulation,  and  collected 
from  associations  orgp.nized  under  this  act;  and  the  taxes 
or  duties  imposed  by  Congress  from  time  to  time  shall  be 
In  lieu  of  all  other  taxes  on  such  associations; 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Upon  that  amendment  I  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  72,  nays  61;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beamaii,  Blaine,  Blow, 
Bouiwell,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose  VV.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Thomas '1".  Uavis,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Ecklcy,  Eliot, 
Fra?ik,  Gooc-h,  Grinnell,  Male,  Hooper,  Hotehkiss,  Asaliel 
VV.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Longyear, 
Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Monrhead, 
Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Aiims  Myers,  Leonard  Myers, 
Charles  O'Neill,  I'atterson,  I'erham,  Pike,  Pom'.^roy,  Price, 
Alexander  H.  Rice, John  H.  Kice, Edward  H.Rollins,  James 
S.  Uoliins,  Schenek,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Spalding,  Stevens, 
Thayer,  Upr-nn,  Van  Valkenburgli,  Eliliu  B.  Washburne, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Wlialey,  Wilder,  Wilson, VVindom, 
nnd  Wondbridgp— 72. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona,  Augustus C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,Brooks,  James S.  Brown, 
William  G.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson, 
Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  English,  Finck,  Ganson,  Grider, 
Jlall,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Philip  Johnson, 
William  Johnson,  Kall)fleiscli,K ernan, Law, Lazcar,Long. 
Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney,  Middloton,  William  H.  Miller, 
James  U.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Jolin  O'Neill,  Orlh, 
Pendleton,  I'rtiyn,  iladl'ord,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  H. 
Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  William 
G.  Steele,  Strouse,  .Sweat, Tracy,  Voorhecs,  Ward,  Chilton 
A.  White,  Joseph  VV.  Wliite,  Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood, 
nnd  Yeanian — 61. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
■  During  the  call  of  the  roll, 
",  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  stated  that  Mr.  Higby 
was  detained  from  the  Hall  by  sickness. 

Forty-fifth  amendment: 

Add  to  seciion  forty-ftnir  the  followinR  proviso  : 

Jind  provided  further,  That  any  bank  or  banking  aspo- 
ciatioji  now  organized  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  any 
Stale,  underarticles  ofassociiition  which  proliibitspecltied 
changes  therein,  may  be  changed  and  converted  into  a  na- 
tional banking  association,  under  ilie  provisions  of  this  act, 
witliout  any  hucli  change  in  its  articles  of  association  as 
may  be  prohibited  by  the  name,  anything  in  this  act  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding;  and  itn  directurn,  at  the  time  of 
Eucli  change,  may  continue  in  olFice,  and  their  Huccessors 
may  from  time  to  time  be  elected  or  appointed  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  its  urticloH  of  association. 

Mr.  COX  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  agree- 
ing to  the  amendment. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yens  65,  nays  63;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mcs-nrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ash- 
ley, John  D.  Unldwin,  Baxter,  Bramnu,  Blaine,  Blow, 
Uuutwell,  Boyd,  Ambrose  VV.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Tliuma!) 
T.  Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Eeklev,  I^liol,  Frank,  Gooeh, 
Grinnell,  Hale,  Hoopi^r,  llotclikir-s,  John  H.  Hubbard, 
J«nck<!S,  Julian,  Kasaon,  Kelley,  FrancH  VV.  Kellogg,  Or- 
iaiiUo  Kellogg,  Loan,  I^wisyear,  Uuvlo,  Mcitiidei  Mc- 


Clurp,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson, 
Parhaiii,  Pomerov,  Price,  William  H.  Randall,  Alexander 
H.  Rioo,Jolin  H.'r.iee,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  James  S.Rol- 
lins, Shamion,  Spalding,  Slarr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Upson, 
Van  Valkenburgli,  William  B.  Washburn,  Wilder,  VVin- 
dom, and  Woodljridge — 65. 

N A Y.«— .Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Broomall,  James  S. 
Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Oox,  Cravens, 
Dawson,  Dnnison,  Driggs,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Gan- 
son, Grider,  Hall.  Harrington,  Herrick,  Holman,  Philip 
Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Kalbflcisch,  Kernan,  Law, 
Lazear,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney,  Middleton, 
William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson, 
John  O'Neill,  Pike,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robin- 
son, Rogers,  Scheiick,  Scofield,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele, 
William  G.  Steele,  Strouse,  Sweat, Tracy,  Voorhees,  Elihu 
B.  Washburne,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White, 
Joseph  W-.  White,  Wilson,  Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood, 
and   Yeaman — 63. 

So  the  ametidment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JULIAN,  during  the  roU-cnll,  stated  that 
Mr.  Arnold  had  left  the  House  in  consequence 
of  indisposition. 

Fifty-ninth  amendment: 

Insert  the  following  as  an  additional  section  : 
Sec.  64.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  rate  of"  seven 
p<ir  cent,  interest  fixed  in  section  thirty  sliall  be  deemed  the 
lawful  interest  in  all  Stales  where  no  rate  is  established  ;  but 
each  bank  shall  be  bound  by  the  State  law  regulating  in- 
terest in  the  State  where  it  is  located. 

Mr.  BLAINE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and.it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  89,  nays  43;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Alli- 
son, Ancona,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Blaine,  Francis  P. 
nialr,  UUss,  Brooks,  Broomall,  James  S.  Brown,  Wil- 
liam G.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Cole,  Cox,  Cravens,  Daw- 
son, Denison,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eden,  Eldridge,  English, 
ffinck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Grinnell,  Hall,  Herrick,  Holman, 
Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Philip  Johnson,  William 
Jphnson,  Julian,  ICalbfleisch,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kernan, 
Law,  Lazear,  Loan,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney, 
Middleton,  William  H.  Miller,  Morrill,  James  R.Morris, 
Morrison,  Amos  Myers,  Nelson,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Orlh, 
Patterson,  I'eiidleton,  Perliam,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price, 
Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Uandall,John  PL  Rice, Robinson,  Rogers, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Schenek,  Scofield,  Scou,  Smithers, 
Spalding,  Starr,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Strouse, 
Sweat,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Ward,  Wheeler, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield,  Beiyamin 
Wood,  and  Yeanian — 89. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Ambrose  W. 
Clark,  Cobb,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dixon.  Eckley,  Eliot, 
Frank,  Gooch,  Hale,  Hooper,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes, 
Kasson,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Longyear,  M.irvin, McBride, 
MeClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Daniel  Morris,  Leonard  Myers, 
Charles  O'Neill,  William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice, 
Shannon,  Thomas,  Upson,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  William 
B.  Washburn,  Wilder,  Wilsoo,  Windom,  and  Woodbridge 
—42. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Sixtieth  amendment: 

Insert  the  following  as  an  additional  section  : 

Sec.  65.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  In  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  preveniahe  taxation  by  States  of 
the  capital  stock  of  banks  organized  under  tills  act,  the 
same  as  the  property  of  other  moneyed  corporations,  for  State 
or  municipal  purposes;  but  no  State  shall  impose  any  tax 
upon  such  associations  or  their  capital,  circulation,  divi- 
dends, or  business,  at  a  higher  rate  of  taxation  than  shall 
be  imposed  hy  such  State  upon  the  same  amount  of  moneyed 
capital  in  the  hands  of  individual  citizens  of  such  State. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  dcinanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  78,  nays  56;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona, Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  Broom- 
all, James  S.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  (;iianler.  Clay, 
Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  English, 
Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hall,  Harrington,  Ben- 
jamin G.  Harris,  Herrick.IIolman,  Hotchkiss,  Philip  John- 
son, William  Johnson,  Kalbfleiscli,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Ker- 
nan, Law,  Lazear,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney, 
Middleton,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  William  H.  Miller,  James 
It.  Morris,  Morrison,  Amos  Myers,  Nelson,  Odoll,  John 
O'Neill,  Orth,  Pendleton,  Pike,  Pomeroy, Pruyn,  Radford, 
Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  H.  Randall,  John  H.  Rice, 
Robinson,  Rogers,  Scofield,  Scott,  Starr,  John  B.  Steele, 
William  G.  Steele,  Strouse,  Sweat,  Tracy,  Van  Valken- 
burgli, Ward,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  While,  Joseph 
VV.  While,  Windom,  Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood,  and  Yca- 
man^78. 

NAYS Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ash- 
ley, John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Keanian,  Blaine,  Blow, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  riiomas 
T.  Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank, 
(iooch,  Grlnni:ll,  Hale,  Hooper,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard, John 
H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W. 
Kellogji,  Loan,  L<ingvear,  Marvin,  Mc Bride, McClurg,  Mor- 
rill, Daniel  Morris,  Leonard  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Per- 
hain.  Price,  Alexander  H.  Riee,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
Hchcnck,  Shannon,  Smithers,  Spslding,  Stevens,  Th.ayrr. 
Upson,  Elihu  II.  VVashburne,  VVilliam  B.  Washburn,  and 
Wilder— W. 

So  the  amejidmcnt  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  SCOTT  stated,  during  the  roll-call,  that 
his  colleague,  Mr.  King,  was  confined  to  hiaroom 
by  indisposition. 

Sixty-first  amendment: 

Add  the  following  as  an  additional  nectlon : 

Sec.  66.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  assoclatiOD 
organized  under  this  act  shall  at  any  lime  pay  out,  or  put 
in  circulation  in  payment  of  any  of  its  obi  igations,  any  bank 
bills,  or  anything  intended  to  circulate  as  money,  which, 
at  the  time  of  such  paying  out  or  putting  in  circulation,  Is 
not  being  received  by  such  association  at  par. 

Mr.  COX.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege.  I 
rise  on  behalf  of  Lindley  Murray,  Esq.,  born  in 
the  same  county  of  Lancaster  with  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,]  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Section 
sixty-six  does  not  use  the  English  language  in 
the  proper  way,  and  as  George  Thompson  is  to 
speak  in  this  Hall  this  evening  on  English  mat- 
ters, we  ought  to  be  correct  in  using  the  English 
language.  The  section  reads,  "any  bank  bills" 
"  is  not  being  received."  I  propose  to  strikeout 
"  is  not  being,  "and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "are 
not." 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  grammar  is  quite  aa 
good  as  the  rest  of  the  bill.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  COX.  On  that  admission  I  withdraw  my 
suggestion.     [Laughter.] 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  substitute 
moved  by  Mr.  Stevens. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  state  in  what  respects  the  suj)sti- 
tute  differs  from  the  original  bill.  Otherwise  I 
must  ask  it  to  be  read. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  substitute  provides  for 
a  uniform  rate  of  interest  at  seven  per  cent.,  and 
withdraws  these  national  banks  from  State  tax- 
ation and  leaves  them  to  be  taxed  by  the  national 
Government.     Those  are  the  only  differences. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.   I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  59,  nays  78;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ash- 
ley, John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blow,  Boutwell, 
Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Thomas 
T.  Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank, 
Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Halo,  Hooper,  John  II.  Hubbard, 
Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  VV.Kellogg,  Loan, 
Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride, McClurg,Morrill,  Daniel  Mor- 
ris, Leonard  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Patterson,  Perham, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenek,  Scofield, 
Shannon,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Up- 
son, William  B.  Washburn,  Wilder,  Windom,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 59. 

Nays— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona, Bally,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Blaine,  Bliss,  Brooks, 
James  S.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Cox, 
Cravens,  Dawfion,  Denison, Eden,  Eldridge, English,  Finck, 
Ganson,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hall,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G. 
Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard, 
Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Kalbfleiscli,  Orlando 
Kellogg,  Kernan,  Law,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney, 
Middleton,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison, 
Amos  Myers,  Nelson,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pendle- 
ton, Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Ran- 
dall, William  H.  Randall,  John  H.  Rice,  Robinson,  Rogers, 
JamesS.  Rollins,  Scou,  Smithers,  Stebbins,  J oJiii  B.  Steele, 
Strouse,  Sweat,  Tracy,  Van  Valkenburgli,  Ward,  Elihu  B. 
Washburne,  Wheeler,Cliilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.White, 
Wilson,  Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood,  and  Yeaman— 78. 

So  the  substitute  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COX  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  substitute  was  rejected ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPALDING  offered  the  following  amende 
ment  to  the  original  bill  to  come  in  as  an  addi- 
tional section: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  and  every  banking 
a«sociati<m,  created  uuderand  by  virtue  of  this  or  anyoiher 
act  of  Congress,  shall  receive  in  payment  of  its  debts  the 
circulating  notes  of  all  other  banks  deriving  their  powers 
from  the  same  source,  without  depreciation  or  discount 
from  their  nominal  value. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  the  previous  quCBr 

tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  txi« 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  COX  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the 
table, but  subsequently  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  bill  was  (udcrod  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
u  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  COX  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  th« 
passage  of  the  bill. 
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The  yoas  txnd  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  90,  nays  44;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Willlum  J.  Allen, 
Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Ancona,  Ashley,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Baxter,  Bliss,  Boyd,  Brooks,  Broomall,  James 
S.  Brown,  Clianler,  Cox,  Cravens,  Thomas  T.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Denison,  Donnelly,  Driggs,Eden,  Eldridge,  Eliot, 
English,  Finck,  Ganson,  Gooch,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hale, 
Hall,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman, 
Hooper,  Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Julian,  Kalb- 
fleisch,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg, 
Kernan,  Law,  Loan,  Long,  Longyear,  Mallory,  Marcy, 
Marvin,  McBride,  McCIurg,  McKinuey,  Middleton,  Wil- 
liam H.  Miller,  Daniel  Morris,  James  R.  Morris,  Mor- 
rison, Leonard  Myers,  Nelson,  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  John 
O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
Robinson,  Rogers,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Shannon,  Starr, 
John  B.  Steele,  Stevens,  Strouse,  Thayer, Thomas,  Ward, 
Elihu  B.  Wasliburne,  Whaley,  Wtieeler,  Cliiltoh  A, 
White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood. 
Woodbridge,  and  Yeaman — 90. 

NAYS— Messrs. Baily,  John  D.Baldwin,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Boutwell,  William  G.  lirown,  Atnbrose  W.  Clark,  Clay, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Dixon,  Eckley,  Frank,  Garfield,  Grinnell, 
Hotclikiss,  Asnhcl  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jcnckes, 
Sam\iel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Amos  Myers,  Orth,  Patterson, 
Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.Randall,  Alex- 
ander H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  James  S.  Rollins,  Schenck, 
Scofield,  Smithers,  Spalding,  William  G.  Steele,  Tracy, 
Upson,  Van  Valk«nburgh,  William  B.  Washburn,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  and  Windom— 44. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

During  the  vote, 

Mr.  STUART  said  that  he  had  paired  with 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland;  otherwise  he  would 
have  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SCOTT  stated  that  he  had  paired  with  Mr. 
Blow. 

The  vote  was  then  announced  as  above  recorded. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
upon  the  table.  * 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 

Mr.  SMITHERS, from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, to  whom  was  referred  the  contested-elec- 
tion case  in  New  Mexico,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied with  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Jose  M.  Gallegos,  asking 
further  time  to  take  testimony  in  the  matter  of  his  contest 
of  the  right  of  Francisco  Perea  to  a  seat  in  this  House  as 
a  Delegate  from  New  Mexico,  be  not  granted. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  of  Elections  be  discharged 
from  any  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  contest. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITHERS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
last  taken;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LEAVES  OP  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  LONGYEAR.  I  desire  to  ask  leave  of 
absence  for  Mr.DRicGs  until  day  after  to-morrow. 

Leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  ask  leave  of  absence 
for  Mr.  Blow  for  two  weeks  from  to-morrow. 

Leave  was  granted. 

GRANT  OF  LANDS  TO  IOWA. 
Mr.  ALLISON,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  a  bill 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  making  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  in  alternate  sections, 
to  aid  in  the  conslruclioa  of  certain  railroads  in 
said  State,"  approved  May  15,  1856;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

REPORT  OV  COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference, to  whom  was  referred  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  upon  the  bill  of  the 
House  No.  302,  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  of  conference  appointed  to  take  Into 
consideration  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  amendments  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  302)  to  amend  sec- 
tion nine  of  the  act  approved  July  17,  1862,  entitled  "An 
act  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  officers  of 
the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes,"  having  met,  after  full 
and  free  conference  have  agreed,  and  do  recommend  to 
their  respective  Houses  to  agree,  as  follows : 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from  their  dis- 
ssreemcnt  to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree 
W  the  game,  with  the  following  amendments,  to  wll:  flrat, 


after  the  word  "chaplain," in  the  first  line  of  said  amend- 
ment, insert  the  words"  without  command  ;"  second,  after 
the  word  "  surgeons,"  in  the  fourth  line  of  said  amendment, 
insert  the  words  "  and  shall  wear  such  uniform  as  is  or  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  Army  Regulations,"  and  that  the  Sen- 
ate agree  to  the  said  amendments. 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from  their 
disagreement  to  the  third  section  of  the  amendments  of  tlie 
Senate,  and  agree  tp^the  same  with  the  following  amend- 
ments, to  wit:  first,after  the  words  "Adjutant  General," 
in  the  fourth  line  of  said  section,  insert  the  words  "of  the 
Army  through  the  usual  military  channels;"  second,  after 
the  word"  condition,"  in  the  fourth  line  of  said  section,  in- 
sert the  words  "and  general  history,"  and  that  the  Senate 
agrf  e  to  the  said  amendments. 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from  theirdis- 
agrecment  to  the  fourth  section  of  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same  with  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  wit:  add  at  the  end  of  said  section  the  words 
"when  practicable,"  and  that  the  Senate  agree  to  said 
amendment. 

HENRY  WIT-SON, 
L.  F.  S.  FOSTER, 
GEO.  READ  RIDDLE, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
J.'A.  GARFlteLD, 
M.  F.  ODELL, 
N.  B.  SMITHERS, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  Hoitse. 
The  report  was  agreed  to. 
And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  COX,  at  (four 
o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  ^pril  7,  1864. 

Prayerby  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Stjnderlaxd. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  the  petition  of 
Charles  Rumney,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812, 
praying  to  be  allowed  arrears  of  pension;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions.  " 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  a  memorial  of  Colonel 
John  G.  Hudson  and  other  officers  of  negro  troops 
stationed  at  the  post  of  Helena,  Arkansas,  pray- 
ing that  negro  soldiers  may  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  to  pay  and  emoluments  as  other  soldiers 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

TRANSFERS  FROM  THE  ARMY  TO  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  wish  to  call  theattention  of  the 
Senate  for  a  single  moment  to  a  personal  matter. 
I  find  myself,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate 
yesterday,  charged  with  a  misstatement,  a  false- 
hood.    I  will  read  it  from  the  Globe: 

"  Mr.  Grimes.  When  I  introduced  this  bill  this  morning, 
I  stated  that  if  there  was  any  objection  to  its  innnediale 
consideration  I  would  not  press  the  bill  at  this  time.  There 
was  no  olijection.  The  Senator  from  New  Han>pshiresays 
that  he  objected." 

I  do  not  ask  anything.  I  simply  want  to  call 
attention  to  this  breach  of  parliamentary  privilege 
and  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  and  havilig  done 
that  I  have  done. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire has  made  a  personal  explanation  as  to  a 
matter  in  which  I  am  involved,  and  I  desire  to 
say  a  single  word. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  yield.' 

Mr.  HALE.  I  wish  to  make  a  report  first. 
The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  yesterday  a  bill  (S.  No.  218)  to  repeal  a 
joint  resolution  tiierein  named,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration  and  instructed  me  to  report 
it  with  an  amendment.  As  I  presume,  from  what 
occurred  in  the  Senate  yesterday,  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  proceed  with  the  considera- 
tion of  this  bill,  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  its  considerationnow. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  object.  I  want  to  go  through 
with  the  morning  business. 

Mr.  HALE,  i  present  a  report  on  the  subject 
which  I  ask  to  have  printed. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire has  called  attention  to  the  alleged  fact  that 
I  charged  him  yesterday  with  stating  an  untruth. 
I  did  not  intend  to  makeany  such  charge;  audit 
seems  to  me  it  would  have  been  very  well  if  the 
Senator  had  read  all  that  I  said  on  the  subject. 
When  I  introduced  the  bill  yesterday,  I  did  state 
that  if  there  was  any  objection  to  its  immediate 
consideration  I  would  not  press  it  at  that  time. 
The  Chair  did  not  hear  any  objection  made,  and 
I  think  I  express  the  opinion  of  every  Senator 
within  the  sound  of  my  voice  when  I  say  that  no 


one  of  them  heard  any  such  objection  made.  I 
had  a  right  therefore  to  infer,  as  the  Chair  did, 
that  no  objection  had  been  made. 

I  stated  afterwards  that  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  said  that  he  had  made  an  objection 
but  nobody  heard  him.  We  then  went  on  with 
the  consideration  of  the  case,  and  the  Senator 
made  a  speech;  and  what  was  the  speech.'  I  al- 
leged, what  had  been  alleged  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navv  in  his  communication  to  the  Senate, 
what  had  been  published  in  all  the  newspapers, 
what  was  known  to  every  man  in  the  Senate  and 
every  man  outside  of  the  Senate,  that  there  was 
so  great  a  deficiency  of  seamen  and  ordinary  sea- 
men in  the  public  service  that  the  armed  vessels 
of  the  country  could  not  be  manned.  It  was 
known  to  every  man  here  that  it  could  not  be 
otherwise,  because  all  the  machinery  of  the  Gov- 
ernment had  been  used  to  draw  men  into  the 
Army  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Navy,  because 
bounties  had  been  paid  to  men  enlisting  in  the 
Army  and  not  to  men  enlisting  in  the  Navy,  be- 
cause the  men  who  were  recruited  in  the  various 
localities  into  the  Army  were  credited  upon  the 
Army  quotas,  and  those  that  enlisted  into  the 
Navy  were  not  credited  upon  the  quotas  of  their 
respective  States. 

It  was  known  to  every  one  else,  and  might 
have  been  known,  and  doubtless  was  known,  to 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  who  has  charge 
of  the  conduct  of  naval  affairs  in  this  body,  that 
there  are  twelve  ships  belonging  to  the  Army  as 
Army  transports  running  out  of  the  city  of  New 
York  alone,  the  seamen  upon  which  receive  from 
thirty  to  forty  dollars  a  month,  while  we  arepiay- 
ing  our  seamen  on  board  naval  vessels  fourteen, 
sixteen,  or  eighteen  dollars  a  month,  and  charge 
them  with  their  clothing.  It  was-  known,  or 
might  have  been  known,  by  every  man  in  this 
body  that  seamen  at  the  city  of  New  York  are 
receiving  $100  the  round  trip  between  that  city 
and  the  port  of  Liverpool  or  London.  The  result 
was,  as  everybody  knows,  that  there  is  a  great 
scarcity  of  seamen. 

When  it  was  known  that  there  was  considera- 
ble trouble  growing  out  of  the  passage  of  those* 
two  laws  which  were  both  approved  on  the  same 
day,  the  24th  of  February  last,  I  waited  from 
that  time  until  this  for  somebody  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  repeal  that  joint  resolution.  No  bill  of  that 
kind  was  introduced  by  anybody.  It  was"  al- 
leged in  the  Senate  yesterday  that  I  introduced 
the  bill  which  I  did  introduce,  at  the  instance  of 
the  Navy  Department.  The  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  was  greatly  mistaken. 

Mr.  HALE.     I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Senator  insinuated  so. 
He  said  that  if  the  Navy  Department  saw  fit  to 
have  comntiinication  with  some  other  person  than 
with  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  he 
was  not  responsible  for  it,  thereby  conveying  the 
impression  that  I  had  been  induced  to  introduce 
that  bill  at  the  instance  of  the  Navy  Department. 
Why,sir,  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  Presiding  Officer  of  this  body,  was  the  man 
who  suggested  to  me  yesterday  morning  to  intro- 
duce that  bill  and  secure  its  passage. 

When  the  bill  was  introduced,  knowing  the 
facts  in  regard  to  the  scarcity  of  seamen,  what 
did  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  do.'  With- 
out making  an  objection  that  I  heard,  or  that  was 
heard  by  the  Presiding  Officer  of  this  body,  he 
got  up  here  to  make  a  speech;  and  what  was  it? 
It  seems  that  in  riding  in  the  cars  he  accidentally 
came  in  contact  with  a  colleague  of  mine  in  the 
other  branch  of  Congress.  He  learned  from  him 
that  that  colleague  had  applied  to  have  a  naval 
rendezvous  opened  in  the  capital  of  my  State,  in 
the  interior  of  that  State;  that  that  communica- 
tion had  been  very  properly  dii-ected  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Recruiting  and  Equipment,  and  the  chief  of  that 
bureau  had  written  in  reply  to  Mr.  Kasson  that 
he  did  not  choose  to  appoint  any  one  to  open  a 
recruiting  rendezvous  in  Iowa,  and  then  said  that 
he  anticipated  a  sufficient  number  of  seamen  and 
ordinary  seamen  would  be  secured  to  the  Navy 
under  the  enrollment  law.  The  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  fortified  himself  with  that  communi- 
cation made  by  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Re- 
cruiting and  Equipment,  and  brought  it  to  the 
Senate  to  prove,  what.'  To  prove  either  tiiat  there 
were  plenty  of  seamen,  and  hence  there  was  no 
necessity  for  the  passage  of  any  law,  or  else  thai 
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the  Secietary  of  tlio  Navy  failed  in  nvail  himself 
of  tlie  opportunity  to  raise  seamen  liy  establisli- 
ins;  fi  rociuiting  rendezvous  in  ilie  Slaieof  Iowa, 
when  the  Senator  might  liave  known  as  well  as  I 
know  tliat  iliorc  is  not  one  seaman  or  an  ordi- 
nary seaman  lo  every  hundred  thousand  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Iowa.  There  are  not  ten 
seamen  in  the  State;  and  the  chief  of  that  bu- 
reau very  properly  decided  that  he  would  not  go 
to  the  expense  of  esiaLlisUing  a  recruiting  ren- 
dezvous in  Iowa  for  the  purpose  of  raising  lands- 
men, when  there  could  be  plenty  of  landsmen  se- 
cured at  the  recruiting  rendezvous  already  estab- 
lished. It  was  not  landsmen  but  seamen  and 
ordinary  seamen,  professional  trained  sailors,  that 
they  wanted. 

After  he  had  made  this  speech,  then  was  the 
first  time  that  I  lieard,  or  that  anybody  in  this 
body,  so  far  as  I  know,  certainly  the  first  time 
that  the  Presiding  Officer  of  the  body  knew  that 
he  had  raised  any  objection;  and  1  stated  what 
was  the  fact,  that  nobody  so  far  as  I  knew  had 
heard  him  raise  an  objection  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill.  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  then  said  or 
intended  to  saV)  that  I  did  not  hear  him  make  the 
objection;  and  so  far  as  I  know  no  one  heard  him 
make  it  at  the  time. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition 
of  citizens  of  Oregon  and  the  Territory  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  that  the  two  Indian  superintend- 
encies  of  Oregon  and  Washington  Territory  may 
be  consolidated,  and  that  that  State  and  Territory 
mnybonstitutc  one  Indian  su peri n tendency,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  petition  of  the  confederate  bands 
of  Wea,  Peoria,  Kaskaskia,  and  Piankeshaw  In- 
dians, praying  that  provision  be  make  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  alleged  to  be  due  them  under 
the  treaty  of  May  30,  1854,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Iload.s,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Carlisle  Doble,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  services  rendered  and  expenditures  made 
in  transporting  the  United  States  mail  between 
Tayjor's  Falls,  Minnesota,  and  Superior,  Wis- 
consin, from  April  toNovember,  1857,'submitted 
a  report  accompanied  by  a  joint  resolution  (S. 
No.  40)  for  the  relief  of  Carlisle  Doble. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  and  passed  to  a 
Bccond  reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  staff  offi- 
cers of  the  Navy,  praying  that  the  retired  officers 
of  the  staff  of  the  Navy  may  be  placed  on  an 
equality  in  regard  to  ]iay  with  the  retired  line  offi- 
cers of  the  Navy  of  the  same  relative  rank,  have 
instructed  me  to  ask  to  be  discharged  from  that, 
because  the/ have  made  ]irovision  for  that  prayer 
in  a  general  bill  which  has  been  reported. 

The  motion  to  discharge  the  committee  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
370)  to  appoint  certain  officers  of  the  Navy,  re- 
ported it  with  amendments. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  lo  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  165)  in  relation  to  na- 
val supplies,  submitted  an  adverse  report;  which 
was  oriicreil  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  thr:  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Garrett  R.  Harry, 
a  paymaster  in  the  United  States  Navy,  praying 
to  be  relieved  from  all  responsibility  as  bonds- 
man for  Paymaster  John  Do  Hree,  for  losses  in- 
curred in  conseciuence  of  the  disaster  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  frigate  Cumberland,  submitted  a  report 
accompanied  by  a  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  41)  for 
the  relief  of  Garrett  R.  Barry,  a  puymasti-rin  the 
United  States  Navy.  The  joint  resolution  was 
rend  and  pnssi-d  to  a  second  rending,  anil  the  re- 
port was  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  following  bills  and  joint  resolu- 
tions, reported  them  severally  without  amend- 
ment: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  297)  fixing  the  dale  of  the 
loss  of  the  United  States  brig  Bainbridgc,  and  for 


the  relief  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the 
same,  and  for  other  purposes; 

^A  bill  (FL  R.  No.  300)  for  the  classification  of 
the  clerks  lo  paj'masters  in  Ihe  Navy,  and  grad- 
uating their  pay; 

A  bill  (H.  R.No.303)loamendan  actentiiled 
"An  act  to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade  of 
line  officers  of  the  United  Stales  Navy , "approved 
July  16,  1862; 

A  joint  reso-Iution  (H.  R.No.  13)  tendering  the 
thanks-of  Congress  to  Admiral  Porter; 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  21)  relative  lo 
the  accounts  of  the  petty  officers,  seamen,  and 
others  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  gunboat 
Cincinnati; 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  54)  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Na^y  lo  sell  at  public  auc- 
tion lot  No.  13  in  the  village  of  Sackett's  Har- 
bor, New  York;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  35)  to  compensate 
the  sailors  on  the  gunboat  Baron  de  Kalb  for  loss 
of  clothing. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  lo  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  367)  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  hospital 
dues  from  vessels  of  the  United  States  sold  or 
transferred  in  foreign  ports  or  waters,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  wliom 
was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  374)  to  exempt 
certain  vessels  therein  named  from  enrollment  and 
license,  and  from  the  payment  of  tonnage  duty, 
and  for  other  purposes,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  The  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  228)  confirming  the  title  of  Joseph  Ford 
to  certain  lands  in  Rice  county,  in  the  State  of 
Minnesota,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion,and  direct  me  to  report  it  back  favorably; 
and  as  it  will  occupy  but  a  moment,  I  ask  that  it 
may  be  considered  now. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  dislike  to  object,  but  I  must 
do  so.  1  want  the  morning  business  to  be  gone 
through  with. 

ThePRESIDINGOFPICER.  Objection  being 
made,  the  bill  will  go  upon  the  Calendar. 
ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  move  to  postpone  all 
prior  orders  and  take  up  Senate  bill  No.  198,  to 
aid  the  Indian  refugees  to  return  to  their  homes 
in  the  Indinn  territory.  It  is  all-important  that 
it  should  be  immediately  acted  upon.  It  will  not 
take  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  object  to  taking  up  any  busi- 
ness until  the  morning  business  is  concluded. 
The  morning  business  has  not  been  gone  through 
with,  I  believe.  I  dislike  to  make  objections  of 
this  character,  but  I  feel  compelled  to  do  so. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
will  be  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Gentlemen  all  aroiind 
me  arc  appealing  to  me  to  allow  the  morning 
business  to  be  gone  through  with.  If  they  can 
get  through  with  the  morning  business,  the  pre- 
sentation of  reports,  introduction  of  bills,  &c., 
without  taking  up  the  whole  morning  hour,  1' 
have  no  objection  to  waive  my  motion  for  a  lime; 
but  I  give  notice  that  before  the  morning  hour 
exjiires  I  shall  feel  called  upon  to  renew  this  mo- 
tion. It  is  important  that  this  bill  should  be  acted 
on  to-day.  I  withdraw  the  motion  for  the  present. 
FRENCH  SPOLIATION  REPORT. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing: 

Resolved,  Tliat  tliren  lliousand  addilional  copies  of  the 
iTjjort  on  rrcncli  spoiiatioiis  prior  to  1801  be  printed  for 
the  use  ol'tlic  Scn.iie. 

WASHINGTON  AQ0EDUCT  REPORT. 

Mr.  MORRILL  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing: 

Resulted,  Tliat  one  tliou.iatid  extra  copies  of  the  report  of 
till'  cn^'iiieer  of  llio  Wasliinylon  aqueduct  be  printed  :  five 
linriilrcd.for  tiie  use  of  llie  JMlcrlor  Deparlnient  and  five 
liundred  for  llie  use  of  the  Senate. 

DISTRICT  JUDICIAL  EXPENSES. 
Mr.  TRUMBULL  submitted    the   following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  lo: 
Rciolved,  'i'liat  iliu  Sourutary  of  the  IiiterlOf  be  directed 


to  inform  the  Senate  what  amount  of  foes  and  emoluments 
of  every  kind  and  eliaracter  were  received  by  tin;  attorney 
and  nia'rslial  of  tlie  United  States  for  tlie  Dislrict  of  Co- 
linnbla  rrspeclively,and  by  the  elerlis  of  tlie  several  conns 
for  sail!  Dislrict,  during  the  year  ending  December  31, 
18r>3,  and  what  amount  was  allowed  lo  each  of  said  offi- 
cers for  ilepnties,  clerks,  office  rent,  and  other  incidental 
expenses  during  the  same  period. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TUB  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Lloyd, its  Chief  Clerk,  announced  thaithe 
House  of  Representatives  had  agreed  to  I  he  report 
of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
voles  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  302)  to  amend  section  nine  of  the 
act  approved  July  17,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  lo 
define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  officers 
of  the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  passed  the  following  bills  of 
the  Senate: 

A  bill  (No.  79)  to  incorporate  Providence  hos- 
pital in  the  city  of  Washington,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; 

A  bill  (No.  82)  concerning  notaries  public  for 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and 

A  bill  (No.  163)  to  authorize  the  Columbia  In- 
stitution for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  to 
confer  degrees. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  the  following  bills 
of  the  Senate,  with  amendments  to  each;  in  which 
it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate: 

A  bill  (No.  126)  lo  amend  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wasiiington,  passed 
May  15,  1820;  and 

A  bill  (No.  155)  to  incorporate  the  Union  Gas- 
Light  Company  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

BILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  Pres- 
idenlof  the  United  States  had  approved  and  signed, 
on  the  1st  instant,  tJie  following  acts: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  34)  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  ihe  Military  Academy  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1865;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  312)  to  increase  the  pension 
of  the  revolutionary  pensioners  now  on  the  rolls 
of  the  Pension  Office. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  in  pursuance  of  pre- 
vious notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  219)  for  the  reliefof  the  Wea, 
Peoria,  Kaskaskia,  and  Piankeshaw  Indians  of 
Kansas;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

ARREST  OF  WILLIAM  YOCUM. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  desire  to  call  up  the  resolution 
referring  the  case  of  William  Yocum  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  moves 
to  postpone  all  prior  orders  and  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  indicated  by  him. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  inquire  whether  it  will 
lead  to  debate. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  do  not  propose  to  debate  it. 
myself.  I  do  not  know  whether  anybody  else 
does. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Is  it  a  resolution  for  ref- 
erence to  the  Judiciary  Committee.' 

Mr.  DAVIS.     That  is  all. 

Mr.COLLAMERand  Mr. TRUMBULL.  Let 
it  be  read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  resolu- 
tion will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  resolution,  which  was 
submitted  by  Mr.  Davi«  on  the  29th  of  March,  aa 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committer  on  the  Judiciary  inquire 
and  report  lo  Ihe  Senate  whoihor  or  not  William  Yocum, 
a  citizen  of  tin;  United  States,  late  a  resident  of  Cairo,  is 
oris  not  confined  in  the  penitentiary  of  New  York, situated 
in  Albany,  or  some  other  prison,  by  and  under  llie  sentence 
of  a  military  court,  for  which  the  said  William  Yocum  haa 
received  the  full  and  unconditional  pardon  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates;  and  that  Ihe  said  committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     I  propose  to  amend  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thefirstques- 
'tion  is  on  taking  uji  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  perceive  this  will  evi- 
dently lead  to  debate;  and  I  will  say  to  the  honor» 
able  Senator  from  Kentucky  that  I  feelconstrairied 
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to  oppose  its  being  taken  up  in  the  morniMg  hour. 
The  bill  to  which  I  Imve  called  attention  is  very 
important  to  be  acted  on  in  the  morning  hour.  If 
he  desires  to  Imve  this  matter  merely  referred,  I 
have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  adding: 

And  that  tlie  committee  report  to  the  Senate  all  the  facts 
In  regard  to  the  charges  against  said  Yocuni,  and  tlie  pro- 
ceediiigs  in  his  trial,  and  all  the  facts  iri  relation  to  such 
pretended  pardon. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  accept  the  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  the  resolution,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  resolution  as  modified. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  strikes  me  that  that  in- 
volves the  examination  into  a  judicial  question 
whether  Yocum  is  confined,  as  I  understand  it, 
in  a  penitentiary,  after  having  received  the  par- 
don of  the  President.  If  he  lias  been  pardoned 
by  the  President,  let  him  sue  out  his  writ  of  Aa- 
bea^  coi~pus  and  be  discharged  by  the  courts.  The 
Judiciary  Committee  is  not  the  propercommittec 
to  investigate  questions  of  this  character,  or  rather 
it  is  not  a  legislative  question.  If  there  is  a  per- 
son illegally  held  in  confinement  in  the  peniten- 
tiary at  Albany  who  has  been  pardoned  by  the 
President,  it  strikes  me  there  is  no  diiTiculty  in 
his  case.  Why  not  bring  his  case  before  the 
proper  tribunal  and  have  it  decided  and  let  him 
be  discharged.''  Suppose  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee should  be  of  the  opinion  that  he  was  improp- 
erly confined  after  he  had  been  pardoned,  I  do  not 
see  what  legislative  action  we  could  take.  The 
laws  are  sufficient  to  reach  his  case  now;  and  if 
some  person  in  the  Slate  of  New  York,  the  warden 
of  the  penitentiary,  is  holding  a  party  who  is  le- 
gally entitled  to  liberty,  I  do  not  see  what  legis- 
lation is  to  be  based  upon  the  fact. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  1  cannot  perceive  what 
this  body  or  its  committees  have  to  do  with  such 
a  question.  Whether  this  man  is  imprisoned  or 
not  is  a  matter  of  fact  entirely  within  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Executive.  Whether  he  has  had  an 
executive  pardon  is  a  matterof  fact  entirely  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  Executive.  It  seems  to  me 
the  inquiry  should  be  of  the  Executive  whether 
such  a  man  is  in  prison,  and  whether  he  has  had 
a  pardon.  Let  us  know  what  the  fact  is  about  it. 
I  do  not  see  how  any  legislation  is  called  W>r  in 
relation  to  it  any  way.  1  think  this  mode  of  at- 
tempting to  ascertain  how  the  fact  is  is  a  wrong 
one.  Tlie  method  should  be  the  other  one  which 
I  have  indicated.  If  the  other  should  fail,  if  the 
Senator  could  not  get  at  the  knowledge  of  the 
facts  which  are  desired  in  the  proper  manner,  it 
might  lay  the  foundation  for  some  legislation  to 
enable  him  to  get  at  the  facts. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  concur  with  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  that  there  is  but  one  proper 
mode  of  reaching  this  matter,  and  that  mode  has 
already  been  resorted  to  without  any  avail.  Be- 
fore 1  offered  the  resolution  which  is  now  under 
consideration,  I  presented  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
Senate  passed,  a  resolution  asking  for  informa- 
tion from  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  Yocum's  case,  and  that  resolution  has 
never  received  any  attention  at  all.  I  will  now 
state  the  facts  of  the  case  as  I  understand  them 
to  be. 

Yocum  was  a  citizen  of  Cairo,  Illinois.  He 
received  from  some  railitgry  officer,  some  subor- 
dinate, something  like  a  trust,  as  I  understand, 
over  what  are  called  contrabands.  There  was  a 
resident  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  a  Union  man, 
that  is  as  well  vouched  for  as  any  Union  man 
could  be,  who  had  a  slave  that  escaped  and  got 
to  Cairo,  and  reached  the  rendezvous  of  slaves  of 
which  Yocum  had  the  charge.  Yocum  himself 
is  a  Union  map,  and  is  strictly  loyal,  and  more 
loyal  than  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
the  Government.  The  owner  of  the  slave  had  his 
case  prepared  in  conformity  to  the  fugitive  slave 
law,  and  took  his  testimony  to  Yocum.  Yocum 
heard  the  case,  and  did  not  detain  the  slave,  and 
the  owner  of  the  slave  took  him  across  the  river. 

For  this  acquiescence  in  the  act  of  the  owner 
Yocum  was  arraigned  there  before  some  military 
court.  He  was  ordered  to  report  to  Memphis  or 
to  Paducah ,  I  do  not  recollect  which.  He  did  so 
feporft    His  case  was  not  considered  there,  and 


he  returned  to  his  residence.  He  was  ordered  so 
to  report  ngtiin  at  Paducah  or  Memphis,  but  1 
think  it  was  Paducah.  He  did  repi)rt,ond  no  at- 
tention was  paid  to  him  on  his  second  trip  to  that 
point.  He  then  returned  to  Cairo,  and  some  mil- 
itary officer  took  cognizance  of  the  case,  and  dis- 
charged him.  After  he  was  discharged  he  was 
taken  into  custody,  and  was  brought  to  this  city, 
and  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol.  While  he  was 
there  in  prison  four  Representatives  from  the  State 
of  Kentucky  took  testimonials  of  the  loyalty  of 
Yocum,  of  the  loyalty  of  the  owner  of  the  slave, 
and  evidence  that  that  slave  belonged  to  that 
owner,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  President  granted  to  Yocum  an  unconditional 
pardon,  as  one  of  the  gentlemen,  a  Representa- 
tive from  Kentucky  in  the  other  House,  informed 
me.  That  gentleman  took  the  pardon  to  the  War 
Office,  and  filed  it  with  one  of  the  principal  offi- 
cers of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  next  day, 
or  the  second  day  afterwards,  the'  Secretary  of 
War  ordered  him  to  be  sent,  as  a  felon  and  a  pris- 
oner, to  the  city  of  Albany,  to  be  confined  in  the 
penitentiary,  and  he  is  there  retained. 

I  am  informed  upon  authority  to  which  I  give 
the  fullest  faith  that  these  are  the  facts  of  the  case. 
If  they  are  not,  the  authorities  that  have  charge 
of  Yocum  ought  to  be  disabused.  If  they  are 
true,  a  more  oppressive  and  outrageous  case  was 
never  brought  to  the  attention  of  any  authority. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  would  desire  to  see  the 
gentleman's  former  resolution  to  which  he  has 
alluded 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  shall  have  it  read  directly  after 
I  make  a  remark  or  two  further.  Mr.  President, 
we  are  told  that  a  man  once  traveling  anywhere 
upon  the  earth  and  declaring  himselfto  be  a  Roman 
citizen  was  by  that  declaration  protected  against 
all  wrong.  We  have  sometimes  instituted  asimilar 
boast  in  this  country;  but  a  condition  of  things 
has  been  reached  when  to  be  an  American  citizen, 
a  loyal  American  citizen,  free  from  crime,  free 
from  offense  or  culpability  of  any  character  what- 
ever, is  no  protection. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  says  that  we  ought  to  bring  this 
man's  case  before  a  judge  upon  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus.  What  is  the  writ  ot  habeas  coi'pus  worth 
now?  Where  is  the  judge  that  is  authorized  or 
that  has  the  liberty  to  perform  his  duty  upon  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  this  Government  of  ours.' 
The  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  cannot  do 
it.  Everybody  is  subordinated  to  and  is  enslaved 
by  a  factitious- and  accidental  military  power. 
The  majeslyof  the  Constitutionandofthelawsand 
of  the  great  writ  of  liberty,  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, is  all  stricken  down  before  a  set  of  military 
subordinates  that  give  no  heed  to  it.  I  suppose 
that  if  a  judge  in  Albany  orany  where  else  was  to 
direct  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  the  keeper  of  the 
penitentiary  there  to  have  the  person  of  this  indi- 
vidual brought  before  him,  and  was  to  take  steps 
to  make  the  officer  of  his  court  execute  it,  he  and 
the  officer  of  the  court  would  both  be  turned  into 
the  military  prison  also,  and  kept  there. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  inquire  then  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  what  good  he  supposes  legis- 
lation will  do.  The  laws  of  the  land  authorize  a 
judge  to  issue  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  I  ap- 
prehend tha't  any  judge  applied  to  upon  a  proper 
stale  of  case  would  issue  that  writ.  The  existing 
law,  I  know,  provides  that  in  case  the  officer  hav-" 
ing  the  parly  in  custody  makes  a  certain  return, 
the  judge  shall  not  further  proceed,  but  the  writ 
is  to  be  issued  whenever  applied  for,  and  I  am  not 
aware  thatjudges  refuse  to  issue  the  writ  of /lafteas 
co>|)US  when  a  proper  case  is  laid  before  them.  At 
any  rate,  I  should  like  to  have  that  tested ;  and  if 
they  do  refuse  to  do  it  when  the  law  makes  it 
their  duty,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will  ac- 
complish little  by  having  other  laws  passed. 

Mr.  DA.VIS.  Docs  not  the  lionorable  Senator 
from  Illinois  know  that  Judge  Leavitt,  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern 
district  of  Ohio,  refused  to  issue  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus?  But  that  is  not  the  point  I  am  getting 
at.  The  point  is  this:  I  ask  tlie  Senator,  and  I 
ask  any  lawyer,  whether,  if  the  facta  as  I  have 
related  them  arc  true,  the  Secretary  of  War  has 
not  committed  a  high  offense?  If  the  uncondi- 
tional pardon  of  this  man  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Sec- 
retary, and  he  disregarded  it  and  sent  the  man  off 
to  prison,  he  committed  a  high  crime — not  a  mis- 


demeanor, but  a  high  crime,  and  it  is  a  crinje  that 
ought  to  be  punished. 

I  admit  that  the  Senate  huve  no  impeaching 
power,  nor  is  it  right  that  thoy  should  prejudge 
the  case.  I  have  not  prejudged  this  case  myself. 
I  do  not  know  that  the  facts  areas  I  have  related 
them;  but  I  believe  them  to  be  so.  If  they  arc 
so,  they  amount  to  a  high  offense  on  the  part  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  impeaching  power 
of  this  Government  ought  to  institute  a  proceed- 
ing to  have  him  brought  to  justice  and  made  an 
example  of. 

Mr.  pOOLlTTLE.  I  move  to  postpone  this 
resolution  and  all  prior  orders  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  Senate  bill  No.  198. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

KETURN  OF  REFUGEE  INDIANS. 

The  Senate  accordingly,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  198) 
to  aid  the  Indian  refugees  to  return  to  their  homes 
in  the  Indian  territory. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill  will 
be  read. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  It  is  not  necessary  to  read 
the  original  bill.  The  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs have  reported  a  substitute  for  it.  Let  that 
be  read. 

The.PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  that  course  will  be  pursued.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  report  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  original  bill  after  the  enact- 
ing clause  and  insert  what  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  words  to  be  inserted, 
as  follows: 

That  there  be,  and  Is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the 
removal  andtemporaryrcliefof  the  refugee  and  destitute  In- 
dians in  the  southern  kuperiutendency,  namely:  for  expenses 
of  transportation  and  subsistence  by  the  way  to  the  Indian 
territory,  $5-2,000;  for  temporary  subsistence  in  the  Indian 
country  of  refugee  and  destitute  Indians  to  the  close  of  the 
present  (iseal  year,  $153,000 ;  for  seeds,  plows,  and  ne- 
cessary agricultural  implements  to  enable  them  to  raise  a 
crop  the  present  season,  $18,000. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Perhaps  it  is  due  to  the 
Senate  that  I  should  occupy  their  attention  for 
about  five  minutes  byway  of  explaining  this  bill 
and  its  necessity.  About  two  years  since,  as  a 
consequence  of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
the  Indian  territory  was  also  in  what  may  be 
denominated  a  civil  war.  The  Choctaws,  the 
Chickasaws,  a  small  portion  of  the  Seminoles, 
about  one  half  the  Creeks,  and  one  fourth,  per- 
haps, of  the  Cherokecs,  were  induced  to  unite 
their  fortunes  and  become  allies  with  the  rebels. 
In  the  military  operations  which  followed,  the 
loyal  Creeks,  the  loyal  Cherokees,  the  loyal  Sem- 
inoles, and  the  loyal  Chickasaws  were  driven  out 
in  the  winter  from  their  homes,  in  the  midst  of 
great  suffering  and  destitution,  into  the  State  of 
Kansas,  and  they  took  refuge  there,  where  since 
that  time  they  have  been  living,  supported  by  the 
Government  out  of  those  annuities  which  belong 
to  all  the  Indian  tribes  in  tbe  Indian  territory. 
Those  annuities  have  enabled  the  Government  to 
provide  for  these  refugees  in  Kansas  and  the 
Cherokee  country  up  to  about  the  1st  of  Aprilof 
the  present  year. 

In  consequence  of  our  military  successes  in  that 
section  of  the  country,  it  is  believed  both  by  the 
War  Department  and  the  Interior  Department 
that  we  may  safely  attempt  to  send  these  refu- 
gees back  to  their  homes  in  their  own  country; 
and  in  order  to  do  so,  and  that  they  can  raise  a 
crop  the  present  season,  it  is  necessary  that  this 
should  be  immediately.undertaken.  The  whole 
number  of  refugee  Indians  in  Kansas  is  eight 
thousand  and  thirty-one.  There  are  in  the  Chero- 
kee country  refugees  also  driven  from  their  homes 
to  the  nutnber  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred. 
It  is  also  estimated  that  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease, since  the  actual  official  enumeration,  ofonc 
thousand  five  hundred  more,  making  in  all  about 
seventeen  thousand  Indians.  It  was  estimated  by 
the  Department  that  if  these  refugees  were  to  be 
removed  and  to  remain  upon  our  hands  for  one 
hundred  and  eigjity-thrce  days  the  whole  expense 
of  their  removal  and  their  support  would  amount 
to  the  sum  of  ^473,000.  The  committee  have  de- 
termined to  recommend  the  appropriation  of  about 
one  half  that  sum,  believing  that  while  we  have 
reported  what  is  necessary  for  tiieir  removal  and 
subsistence  on  the  way  and  have  reported  what 
isaskedforby  the  Department  in  furnishing  them 
supplies,  plows,,  and  tlie  necessary  agricultural 
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trnplf^niPiits  witli  whiclt  to  commoner;  raising  tlieir 
crops,  it  is  not  necessary  tiiat  the  Government 
should  provide  for  their  subsistence  beyond  a 
period  of  ninety  days.  We  believe  that  they  can 
return  lo  the  territory  in  the  course  of  those 
ninety  days  and  can  begin  to  raise  something  for 
their  own  support.  The  estimate  made  by  the 
Department  as  to  the  expense  of  supporting  them 
is  at  the  low  sum  of  ten  cents  per  day  per  head. 
The  committee  look  upon  it  as  a  very  reasona- 
ble estimate,  and  recommend  that  the  bill  should 
pass  in  its  present  shape  as  proposed  to  be  amended 
by  the  committee.  I  hope  therefore  that  the  amend- 
ment will  be  adopted  and  that  wg  shall  have  the 
immediate  action  of  the  Senate  upon  the  bill. 

1  will  say  to  the  Senate  that  from  all  I  have 
heard  and  read,  the  sufferings  of  these  refugee  In- 
dians in  Kansas  for  their  loyalty  to  the  United 
States  are  beyond  anything  I  have  read  of  any 
people  in  connection  with  the  present  war.  They 
were  driven  out  of  their  territory  and  compelled 
to  flee  to  Kansas  in  the  winter,  in  the  midst  of 
snow,  destitute  of  covering,  and  many  of  them 
perished  from  want.  I  am  told  by  tli£  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs  that  in  consequence  of  the 
limbs  that  were  frozen  during  that  terrible  flight 
three  hundred  amputations  had  to  be  performed 
by  surgeons  upon  these  suffering  refugee  Indians. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  hour  of 
one  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  Clmirwill  call  up 
the  order  of  the  day,  bein°'  the  joint  resolution 
proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  which 
IS  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  move  that  it  be  inform- 
ally laid  aside  by  unanimous  consent  to  enable  us 
to  take  a  vote  on  this  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  course 
will  be  adopted,  unless  there  be  objection.  The 
Chair  hears  none.  The  question  is  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  joint  res- 
olution (S.  No.  16)  proposing  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  now  before 
the  Senate,  and  the  question  is  on  concurring,  in 
the  Senate,  with  the  amendment  made  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Mr.  President,  as  I  said 
to  the  Senate  yesterday  evening,  I  do  not  intend 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  body  but  forafew 
moments;  and  1  would  not  have  been  induced  to 
say  one  word  of  a  political  character  except  for 
the  suggestions  made  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  [Mr.  Hale]  in  his  speech  yesterday 
afternoon.  He  took  occasion,  in  arguing  the  sub- 
ject before  the  Senate,  to  make  a  very  grave  charge 
against  the  Admini^ration  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  and 
to  say  that  during  that  Administration  the  war 
commenced,  or  at  least  eleven  States  were  lost  to 
the  Union.  Sir,  I  am  no  extravagant  admirer  of 
Mr.  Buchanan.  I  think  he  departed  from  the 
principles  upon  which  he  was  elected  President 
of  the  United  States;  and  that  departure  brought 
great  loss  upon  the  Democratic  party,  and  per- 
haps some  evil  upon  the  country;  but  I  am  not 
willing  in  the  Senate  to  hear  so  grave  a  ciiarge 
made  against  him  and  make  no  reply,  when  I 
think  the  charge  cannot  be  well  maintained. 

In  the  firtjt  place,  the  Senator  was  mistaken  as 
to  the  number  of  States  that  seceded  during  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Buchanan.  During  the 
last  few  months  of  that  Administration  seven 
States  seceded:  the  States  of  South  Carolina, 
Florida,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Louis- 
iana, and  Texas.  After  the  incoming  of  the  pres- 
ent Administration  four  more  States  seceded,  to 
wit:  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  and  North 
Carolina.  There  is  a  very  serious  mistake  made 
by  the  Senator  upon  the  question  of  fact. 

But,  although  not  making  the  charje  directly, 
he  allowed  it  to  be  inferred  from  what  he  said  that 
thcAdministrationof  Mr.  Buchanan  was  respons- 
ible to  a  very  considerable  extent  for  the  com- 
menccmcut  of  hostilities.  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  Senator.  What  had  the  Administration  of 
Mr.  Buchanan  lo  do  with  the  commencement  of 
hostilities?  Mr.  Holt  and  Mr.  Stanton  were  both 
members  of  his  Cabinet  during  the  last  moiiilia 


of  that  Administration,  and  one  of  them  is  now 
a  member  of  the  present  Cabinet  and  the  other 
holds  a'high  office,  and  both  are  regarded  as  very 
potential  in  the  present  Administration.  But,  sir, 
I  claim  for  the  Democratic  party  that  it  did  all 
that  it  could  do  to  avoid  the  commencement  of 
these  hostilities.  I  shall  not  go  over  that  subject 
in  detail,  for  it  is  well  understood  by  the  Senate, 
except  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  to  the  fact  that  during  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress  immediately  preceding  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  Administration,  the 
Democrats  in  this  body  and  in  the  other  House 
did  all  in  their  power  to  adjust  the  differences  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  South,  and  to  avoid  the 
calamitous  war  that  has  come  upon  the  country. 
Can  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  say  so 
much  for  his  party.' 

It  was  stated  by  Senatdr Douglas  in  the  presence 
of  the  Senator,  that  if  the  Republican  party  of  this 
body,  and  of  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  would 
do  as  much  as  the  Democrats  would  do  in  the  way 
of  adjustment  and  compromise,  there  need  be  no 
trouble — the  conflict  of  the  sections  might  be 
avoided;  and  the  Senator  did  not  deny  the  allega- 
tion of  that  distinguished  Senator.  It  stands  as  a 
statement  then  undisputed  in  this  body,  that  if  the 
Republican  portion  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  been  willing  to  do 
as  much  as  the  Democrats  would  do,  we  could 
have  adjusted  the  questions  in  dispute  between  the 
two  sections,  and  have  avoided  this  calamitous 
war.  When  the  proposition  of  adjustment  and 
compromise  came  to  a  vote  in  this  body,  I  believe 
every  Democrat  then  occupying  a  seat  here  voted 
for  it,  while  every  gentleman  in  this  body  belong- 
ing to  the  other  party  voted  against  it.  The  same 
is  substantially  true  of  the  history  of  that  propo- 
sition in  the  other  branch  of  Congress. 

Then,  sir,  I  think  the  Senator  cannot  well  say 
that  Mr.  Buchanan's  Administration  or  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  at  that  time,  were  responsible  for 
the  failure  of  the  eflxjrts  to  adjust  the  questions 
in  dispute  between  the  two  sections.  I  will  not  say 
that  the  South  had  cause  for  the  course  they  pur- 
sued. Secession  had  notjustification  in  thefactthat 
a  northern  party  succeeded  and  that  a  sectional 
President  had  been  elected.  But  will  the  Senator 
deny  that  if  a  sectional  party  had  not  succeeded, 
and  a  sectional  President  had  not  been  elected, 
this  trouble  would  not  have  come  upon  the  coun- 
try.' While  I  do  not  justify  the  course  that  has 
been  pursued  by  the  South,  but  utterly  condemn 
and  repudiate  it,  I  say  that  if  a  sectional  policy 
liad  not  been  pursued  on  the  part  of  the  North, 
encouraged  and  participated  in  on  the  part  of  the 
leaders  in  the  South,  we  need  not  have  had  the 
present  troubles,  which  are  so  calamitous  to  the 
country. 

The  Senator  also  said  that  the  Democrats  were 
indulging  the  delusion  that  if  their  party  could 
succeed  they  might  bring  peace  and  prosperity 
again  to  the  country.  Sir,  I  do  indulge  such  a 
hope,  and  I  think  it  is  not  a  delusion.  It  is  a  hope 
ba.sed  upon  the  experience  of  the  past.  lam  not 
ashamed  of  that  party.  I  believe  the  Senator  him- 
self once  did  honor  to  that  party  by  advocating  its 
principles  and  fighting  for  its  organization.  I  may 
be  mistaken,  but  i  think  that  was  the^ase.  lam 
not  ashamed  of  the  history  of  that  party.  It 
,fought  for  the  Constitution  and  the  doctrines  of 
the  fathers.  It  resisted  sectional  organizations 
and  the  triumph  of  sectional  sentiments,  and  while 
that  Democratic  party  was  in  power  in  this  coun- 
try we  had  no  sectional  troubles  that  could  not 
easily  and  speedily  be  adjusted. 

The  Senator  referred  to  the  few  Democratic 
Senators  in  this  body,  and  said  that  when  they 
spoke  it  was  "  like  tlie  voice  of  one  crying  in  the 
wilderness."  I  thank  the  Senator  for  the  illus- 
tration. That  voice  was  the  voice  of  John  the 
Baptist.  His  voice  was  to  prepare  the  way  of  the 
Lord  in  the  wilderness,  and  to  make  straight  a 
liighway  in  the  desert.  If  it  should  be  the  for- 
tune of  the  few  Democrats  who  are  in  this  body 
and  of  the  Democrats  in  the  country  to  prepare  a 
highway  in  which  the  people  may  again  walk  in 
prosperity  and  union  and  in  harmony,  I  shall  re- 
joice in  such  a  result. 

The  Senator  also  referred  to  the  taking  off"  the 
head  of  Charles  I,  and  he  said  that  the  Demo- 
crnts  might  as  well  good-naturedly  place  their 
heads  under  the  ax  and  let  them  fall.  The  Sen- 
ator did  not  do  well  to  depart  from  his  first  figure. 


He  ought  to  have  stood  by  his  first  illitstration. 
John  the  Baptist,  who  raised  his  voice  in  the  wil- 
derness, lost  his  head,  and  why  did  not  the  Sen- 
ator adhere  to  that  illustration?  Why  was  he 
beheaded?  Because  John  the  Baptist  denounced 
incest  in  the  palace  of  the  king.  Why  shall  Dem- 
ocrats lose  their  heads?  Because  they  denounce 
the  evils  of  the  times?  Because  they  denounce 
the  corruption  that  is  found  in  high  places?  Be- 
cause they  denounce  the  departures  from  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  teachings  of  the  fathers?  Of  what 
sin  has  the  Democratic  party  been  guilty  that  it 
should  lose  its  head  ?  Has  it  not  stood  by  the 
Constitution?  Has  it  not  appealed  to  the  people 
to  stand  by  the  teachings  of  the  fathers?  Has  it 
not  fought  for  the  institutions  of  our  country  as 
they  are  based  upon  the  Constitution,  the  basis 
that  our  fathers  established  for  them?  Why,  then, 
should  we  lose  our  heads?  Ay,  if  it  is  to  grat- 
ify a  king  upon  the  petition  of  a  dancing  girl  in 
his  presence,  let  the  iicad  be  taken  if  we  have  done 
sin;  but  if  we  have  but  fought  for  the  right,  if  we 
have  but  contended  for  the  doctrines  which  have 
brought  such  prosperity  and  greatness  to  our 
country,  I  think  we  shall  not  lose  our  heads. 

The  gentleman  ridiculed  and  jeered  at  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  Democratic  triumph  in  the  future.  I 
am  not  going  to  discuss  the  possibility  or  impos- 
sibility of  such  a  result.  I  pray  for  it.  The  con- 
dition of  the  country  cannot  be  worse  than  it  is 
now.  If  the  Democrats  succeed  in  securing  an 
election,  they  can  but  fail  in  their  eff"orts  to  re- 
store the  Union  upon  the  basis  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. We  can  try, and  it  iscertain  thatany  change 
is  better  than  the  present  condition  of  aflfairs. 
Liberty  cannot  be  less  secure,  our  institutions 
cannot  be  less  permanent  under  some  other  Ad- 
mitiistration  than  under  the  present. 

The  Senator,  I  thought  rather  unguardedly,  said 
that  this  was  the  day  he  had  long  desired,  the 
day  he  had  long  prayed  for.  I  have  heard  that 
sentimenlfrom  pulpits, and  seen  it  in  the  columns 
of  fanatical  newspapers,  but  I  had  not  before  heard 
it  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  a  body  in 
which  men  are  expected  to  express  well-matured 
and  considered  opinions.  What  does  the  Senator 
find  in  the  present  condition  of  his  country  at 
which  he  should  rejoice?  Is  it  in  the  fact  that  we 
are  engaged  in  a  war  upon  the  most  stupendous 
scale  that  the  eye  of  man  has  ever  witnessed? 
Is  it  the  fact  that  we  have  called  into  the  field 
above  two  million  men  from  the  North,  and  that, 
in  proportion  to  their  populntion,  a  larger  force 
has  been  called  into  the  field  in  the  South?  Is 
it  in  the  fact  that  one  tenth  of  the  people  of  the 
North  have  been  called  from  the  pursuits  of  in- 
dustry to  the  pursuits  of  war,  from  the  business 
of  producing  to  the  business  of  consuming  and 
destroying?  Is  it  in  the  fact  that  instead  of  pro- 
ducing and  adding  to  the  wealth  of  the  country 
we  are  consumingand  destroying  it?  Is  it  in  the 
fact  that  of  these  two  million  two  hundred  thou- 
sand men  thatiiave  been  called  into  the  field  from 
the  North  during  the  past  three  years  more  per- 
haps than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  of  them 
occupy  the  green  graves  along  the  border?  Is  it 
in  the  fact  that  in  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
homes  there  is  mourning  and  sadness  instead  of 
joy  and  rejoicing?  Is  it  in  the  fact  that  instead  of  the 
mothers  and  wives  of  the  land  being  happy  and 
rejoicing  they  arc  clothed  in  the  weeds  of  mourn- 
ing? Is  it  in  the  fact  that  we  see  upon  every  side 
of  us  our  returned  brothers  and  friends,  one  with 
an  arm  gone,  another  with  another  limb  gone, 
health  destroyed,  and  liappiness  departed  from 
them?  Are  these  the  sources  of  gratification  to 
the  Senator  and  the  party  he  represents?  Is  it  in 
the  fact  that  during  the  past  three  years  and  the 
year  that  is  to  come  we  have  imposed  upon  the 
people  of  the  United  States  adebt  of  $4,000,000,- 
000?  The  Secretary's  report  will  not  show  so 
much,  but  I  think  it  ia  known  to  Senators  that 
when  this  war  is  closed,  if  it  be  closed  within  the 
coming  year,  our  national  debt  must  be  nearly 
^4,000,000,000.  What  is  the  proportion  of  that 
debt  to  the  property  of  the  country  ?  I  turned 
my  eye  this  morning  to  the  fact  as  stated  in  the 
late  census: 

"The  marshals  of  the  United  Stales  were  directed  to  ob- 
tain from  tlie  records  of  llie  States  and  Territorie.^  respect- 
ively, an  nccouni  of  the  value  of  real  and  personal  estate  oa 
asui'ssL'd  for  laxatioa,  Iiiftruflions  were  given  tlicse  oflicera 
to  add  Uie  proper  anionnt  to  tlie  assessment,  so  that  the  re» 
turn  should  represent  a.^  well  the  true  or  intrinsic  value  a# 
the  lnnde<|(iote  mim  genernlly  attached  to  pru|>erLy  (ot  M»- 
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Bblc  purposes.  The  result  of  this  return  by  all  the  censii? 
takers  will  be  found  in  table  No.  .14,  whereby  It  will  appear 
that  the  value  of  individual  property  in  the  States  and  'ter- 
ritories exeetds  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  million  dol- 
lars, representing  an  increase  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
Bii  ami  a  half  per  cent,  in  ten  years  in  value  in  the  aggre- 
gate, and  an  increase  of  sixty-eight  per  cent,  per  capita  of 
tile  free  population." 

Then  the  value  of  the  personal  and  real  prop- 
erty of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  North  and 
South,  is  stated  in  the  census  to  be  $16,000,000,- 
000,  and  our  debt  at  the  end- of  another  year  will 
be  $4,000,000,000,  being-  one  fourth  the  entire 
property  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  North 
and  South;  and  there  is  to  be  added  to  this  the 
enorinous  debt  incurred  by  States,  by  counties, 
by  cities,  by  towns,  .and  by  townships.  What 
they  will  add  to  the  burdens  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  I  shall  not  undertake  to  estimate. 
Perhaps  1  might  say  one  half  of  the  general  debt 
of  the  United  States.  Then,  sir,  against  the  prop- 
erty of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  North  and 
South,  of  #16,000,000,000.  we  have  an  indebted- 
ness by  the  General  Government,  by  the  States, 
by  the  cities,  by  the  counties,  and  townships,  of 
$6,000,000,000,  more  than  one  third  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States.  Does  the  Senator  con- 
template with  pleasure,  that  upon  the  people  of 
the  Unfted  States  there  will  be  at  the  end  of  the 
corning  year  a  burden  of  debt  such  as  is  not  borne 
in  comparison  to  their  property  by  any  people 
upon  earth  .' 

1  suppose  the  gratification  of  the  Senator  arises 
not  from  the  effects  of  this  calamitous  war  upon 
the  people  of  his  own  race.  He  knows  there  is 
no  happiness,  no  prosperity  to  come  to  them  from 
that.  He  knows  that  there  is  but  misery,  death, 
destruction,  embarrassment,  debt,  bankruptcy  to 
the  men,  wotrienj  and  children  of  his  own  race. 
But  I  suppose  he  is  gratified  when  he  contemplates 
the  effect  upon  the  four  million  negroes  in  the 
South.  Is  the  Senator  right  sure  that  it  is  going 
to  add  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  those 
people  in  the  South  .'  Is  he  sure  that  the  four  mil- 
lions who,  at  the<;ommencement  of  this  war,  had 
masters  to  take  care  of  them,  if  turned  loose  and 
made  depenjfent  upon  their  own  efforts  for  their 
subsistence  and  their  prosperity,  will  be  happier 
after  that  state  of  things  than  they  were  when  th^ 
were  taken  care  of  by  their  masters  in  the  South.' 
I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  going  to  be  so. 

The  Senator  contemplates  that  they  will  be  free, 
that  they  will  go  when  and  where  they  please;  but 
when  they  come  into  the  northern  States  among 
a  people  not  accustomed  to  them,  and  commence 
to  crowd  the  free  white  labor  of  the  North,  these 
unfortunate  people  will  come  in  contact  with  a 
northern  prejudice  that  will  be  hard  upon  them 
and  upon  their  prosperity.  But,  sir,  with  all  the 
calamities  and  misfortunes  that  have  befallen 
twenty-six  million  white  people,  the  Senator  is 
gratified  when  he  contemplates  the  happiness  that 
may  possibly  by  chance  come  upon  four  million 
negroes. 

Does  the  history  of  the  last  year  and  a  half 
justify  the  Senator's  exultation  and  joy?  Let 
him  go  along  the  Mississippi,  and  instead  of  find- 
ing the  negroes  there  happy  and  industrious,  he 
will  find  them  without  protection,  and,  as  the  re- 
ports are,  without  provision  and  almost  without 
clothing,  and  a  large  number  of  thein  prematurely 
dead.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Davis] 
suggests  to  me  that  at  least  two  hundred  thou- 
sand of  them  have  already  perished  prematuiely. 
And  yet  with  this  state  of  facts  before  the  Sena- 
tor he  expects  a  good  time  for  these  unfortunate 
people  yet  to  come! 

Are  they  io  remain  among  us-?  I  can  say  to 
the  Senator  that  they  never  will  associate  with 
the  white  people  of  this  country  upon  terms  of 
equality.  It  may  be  preached;  it  may  be  lei^ls- 
lated  for;  it  may  be  prayed  for;  but  tlier^  Is  tliat 
difference  between  the  two  races  that  renders  it 
impossible.  Iflliey  are  among  us -as  a  free  people, 
they  are  among  us  us  an  inferior  people.  The 
Senator  from  Delaware  [^vlr.  Saulsburt]  most 
happily  expressed  it,  that  thisdiffoionco  between 
the  races   is  not  clmr^oablc  ivpon  us;  it  is  not 
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chargeable  upon  our  institutions;  it  is  not  charge- 
able upon  the  condition  in  which  these  people  have 
been  kept  for  many  generations  past;  it  was  the 
pleasure  of  God  to  mark  that  difference  upon  the 
races;  a  difference  in  intellect,  in  tastes,  in  all  the 
qualities  that  enable  a  race  to  go  upward  and  on- 
ward, which  God  himsclfhas  made  and  impressed 
upon  them. 

I  will  ask  the  Senator  if  he  can  refer  to  the  ne- 
gro in  any  land,  in  any  age,  in  which  his  condi- 
tion was  better,  in  which  his  physical  comforts 
were  secured  to  a  higher  degree,  in  which  his  in- 
tellectual and  moral  elevation  was  promoted  in  a 
higher  degree,  than  in  his  connection  with  the 
white  people  of  the  United  States  since  he  was 
brought  to  America.  What  was  his  condiiioji 
before  he  was  brought  here?  Had  he  any  rights 
then  that  were  respected  even  by  the  rulers  of 
his  own  race?  He  was  brought  here  a  slave, 
a  barbarian,  knowing  no  rights  to  himself,  enjoy- 
ing no  rights,  ignorant  of  that  religion  which  has 
been  taught  him  in  this  country.  He  has  been 
elevated,  so  far  as  he  could  be  elevated,  by  his 
contact  with  the  white  man.  I  do  not  believe  in  this 
notion  that  the  negro  is  going  to  elevate  himself 
if  the  influence  of  the  white  man  is  removed  from 
him.  His  tendency  has  been  downward  when 
not  in  contact  with  our  superior  race.  Then,  sir, 
I  find  nothing  in  the  past  history  of  this  race, 
their  history  in  Africa,  their  history  in  the  islands 
near  by  our  own  coast,  their  history  in  the  free 
States,  their  history  in  the  southern  States,  to  en- 
courage the  sentiment  that  gratifies  the  Senator 
so  much,  that  they  are  to  be  so  much  blessed  and 
elevated  by  the  change  that  is  to  be  made  in  their 
condition. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  not  vote  for  the  resolution 
that  is  before  the  body.  I  do  not  intend  to  dis- 
cuss the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  propositioH  of 
general  emancipation.  That  question  has  been 
sufliciently  discussed,  perhaps,  by  other  Sena- 
tors. In  the  first  place,  I  will  not  vote  for  the 
resolution  because  I  think  the  times  are  not  au- 
spicious. It  is  not  a  favorable  time  for  us  to  lay 
our  hand  upon  the  work  of  tliefathers.  OurCon- 
stitution  was  made  after  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion was  closed,  when  peace  had  returned,  when 
there  was  but  little  party  prejudice  and  strife  in 
the  country — a  time  mos^favorable  for  laying  the 
foundations  of  government.  Our  fathers  were 
statesmen,  taught  in  the  scenes  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. They  laid  the  foundations  of  government; 
^and,  for  myself,  I  am  not  willing  to  disturb  them 
in  these  times  of  excitement  and  strife. 

Ought  not  the  people  deliberately  to  consider 
any  proposition  for  an  antiendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution? Ought  it  not  to  be  considered  more 
deliberately  than  any  ordinary  measure  of  gov- 
ernment or  of  administration?  Sir,  what  is  our 
condition?  We  are  in  a  state  of  war.  Theminds 
of  the  people  are  greatly  excited.  They  come  to 
coijclusions  now  not  so  much  upon  reflection  and 
argument  and  reason  as  they  do  upon  the  pas- 
sions of  the  hour.  I  ask  Senators  whether  a  time 
like  this  is  favorable  to  consider  amendments  of 
the  organic  law? 

Besides  that,  there  are  many  of  the  States  that 
are  especially  in  no  condition  to  consider  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution.  Three  fourths  of  the 
States  must  agree  by  their  Legislatures  or  by  con- 
ventions to  this  amendment  before  it  shall  become 
a  part  of  the  organic  law.  Let  me  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  Senators  to  the  condition  of  a  few  of  the 
States  that  must  assent  to  it  before  this  measure 
can  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution.  It  may 
be  that  twenty-one  States  could  deliberately  con- 
sider this  question.  It  may  be  that  California, 
Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  New  Ham|ishire,  New  Jersey,  New 
York,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, Vermont,  Wisconsin,  and  Western  Virginia 
may  be  in  something  of  a  condition  to  consider  the 
proposed  amendment  of  the  Constitution.  Those 
are  twenty-one  States,  not  two  thirds,  much  less 
three  fourths.  I  asl^  Senators,  then, in  what  con- 
dition are  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Delitware,  Flor- 


ida,Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  Tennessee,  Texas, and  Virginia  to  con- 
sider amendments  to  the  Constitution  ?  Is  this  to 
be  their  Constitutioti  as  well  as  ours?  Is  this  to 
be  a  Constitution  for  Louisiana  as  well  as  In- 
diana, for  Florida  as  well  as  New  Hampshire? 
Then,  sir,  if  it  is  to  be  their  great  law,  to  which 
they  will  owe  allegiance  and  render  obedience, 
shall  they  not  be  in  a  condition  to  consider  so  im- 
.portant  an  amendment  before  it  is  proposed  to 
them? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Will  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  on  this  par- 
ticular point? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  If  those  States  to  which  he 
refers  are  not  in  a  condition  to  participate  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  as  is  coniem' 
plated  by  this  joint  resolution,  whose  fault  will  it 
be?  Can  a  party  in  that  attitude  take  advantage  of 
his  own  fault,  of  his  own  wrong? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  will  ask  the  Senator 
before  1  answer  his  question,  whether  it  be  a  fault 
or  no  fault,  can  this  Constitution  be  amended  un- 
less tliree  fourths  of  the  thirty -five  States  agree  to 
it?  Three  fourths  of  the  thirty-five  States  must 
agree  to  it,  and  it  is  not  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 
portance when  we  come  to  the  question  1  am  now 
discussing  whose  fault  it  is.  I  have  -said  whose 
fault  it  was.  I  have  said  that  these  States  had  no 
just  and  sufficient  cause  for  secession.  I  repudi- 
ate the  act.  I  am  against  it,  and  from  the  first 
have  condemned  it.  But  I  ask  the  Senator,  is  it 
not  to  be  their  Constitution  as  well  as  ours,  and 
must  not  this  amendment  be  considered  by  them 
and  acted  upon  by  them,  so  as  to  secure  three 
fourths  of  the  thirty-five  States,  before  it  becomes 
a  part  of  the  Constitution? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  will  answer  the  Senator. 
It  is  their  duty  to  take  it  into  consideration  when 
submitted  to  tliem;  but  if,  in  violation  of  that  con- 
stitutional duty,  tliey  have  placed  themselves  in 
such  an  attitude  that  they  will  not  participate  in 
it,  it  is  their  fault  and  not  the  fault  of  the  other 
States.  They  have  an  opportunity  to-day,  the 
same  opportunity  possessed  by  other  States,  and 
may  with  just  as  much  ease  as  other  States  par- 
ticipate in  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
Nothing  but  their  own  stubborn  wills,  nothing 
but  their  own  rebellious  spirits,  nothing  but  their 
open  treason  prevents  them  from  doing  so,  if  it 
can  be  said  that  those  causes  prevent  them,  which 
I  deny. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  shall  now  insist  upon 
the  Senator  answering  my  question.  The  ques- 
tion which  I  asked  him  is,  can  this  proposed 
amendment  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  unless  as  much  as  three  fourths 
of  the  States  agree  to  it? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Of  course,  I  suppose,  there 
must  be  a  concurrence  of  the  constitutional  num- 
berof  States, which  number  would  be  three  fourths 
of  the  States  of  the  Union,  or,  in  the  language  of 
the  Constitution,  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Will  the  gentleman  in- 
dulge me  with  a  single  suggestion  on  that  point.' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I f  those  States  were  voting 
and  were  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  they  would 
vote  for  it  and  would  be  satisfied  with  it,  if  it 
were  adopted,  and  if  they  were  opposed  to  it  they 
would  vote  against  it.  Now,  in  counting  the 
thirty-five  Stales  so  as  to  get  three  fourths  to 
agree  to  it,  those  States  that  have  not  voted  at  all 
are  counted  the  same  precisely  as  if  they  had 
voted  against  it. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  Without  reflecting  upon 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator,  I  should  think  he 
is  right, ifl  understand  him  correctly.  His  propo- 
sition is  that  if  twenty  States  vote  in  favor  of  the 
proposed  amendment  and  fifteen  Slates  fail  to  vote 
atul!,the  fifteen  Slates  shall  be  counted  as  voting 
against  it. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  If  they  did  not  vote  at 
all,  in  counting  up,  as  we  must  have  three  q^uar- 
ters  of  all  the  States,  they  arc  to  be  counted  the 
same  OS  if  tliey  voted  against  it. 
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Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Precisolyso.  TljnS.n- 
nrov,  I  lii-lii.'ve,  iloL's  not  qiK'sliiiii  thai  tliioo  fourllis 
of  the  States  ir.ust  vote  afrinnativrly  in  fivvnr  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  COLLAMEH.     I  l-clieve  ihey  will. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Tlie  Senator  says  he  be- 
lieves tliey  will.     It  is  possible  they  may. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  With  the  leave  of  the  Senator, 
as  that  is  an  interesting  point,  I  desire  to  know 
whether  if  they  are  not  prepared  to  vote  this  year, 
they  may  not  be  next  year.''  Will  not  the  time 
come  when  they  will  be  in  a  condition  to  vote.'  If 
within  ten  years  from  this  date,  for  instance,  those 
States  that  are  in  the  condition  to  which  the  Sen- 
ator alludes  should,  as  I  hope  tliey  will,  be  placed 
in  a  condition  fairly  and  [leaceably  to  express 
tlieir  opinion  on  the  subject,  would  it  not  be  com- 
petent for  them  to  do  so,  and  thereby  adopt  the 
projioseil  amendment  of  the  Constitution.'' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  cannot  underlalce  to 
answer  the  Senator,  because  it  is  not  a  question 
that  I  have  considered.  The  amendment  is  pro- 
posed to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  at  the  [)res- 
cnt  ses.sion  of  Congress.  It  goes  before  them  all. 
There  are  sessions  of  the  different  Legislatures. 
Some  act  upon  it,  and  some  do  not.  If,  say,  twenty 
of  them  have  adopted  it,  does  it  remain  an  open 
question  for  action  by  the  other  Legislatures  lor 
ten  ycar.s  following,  or  twenty  or  thirty  years.'  1 
am  not  prepared  without  further  reflection  to  say 
tliat  the  question  would  remain  open,  as  the  Sen- 
ator suggests. 

But,  sir,  take  the  old  State  of  Virginia,  that  con- 
tributed so  much  to  the  formation  of  the  Consti- 
tution as  we  now  have  it;  the  State  that  passed 
the  resolution  in  her  Legislature  which  called  to- 
gether first  five  States,  and  those  five  States  ap- 
pealed to  the  other  States  to  meet  them  in  conven- 
tion, and  in  pursuance  of  that  appeal  a  convention 
was  lield;  Virginia,  that  had  S()  much  to  do  with 
the  deliberations  of  the  body;  Virginia,  that  has 
contributed  so  much  to  the  construction  of  the 
Constitution  by  tlieexf>ositrons  made  by  her  great 
and  learned  inc'ii — shall  Virginia  liaveno  full  and 
free  voice  in  the  amendment  of  this  Constitution  .' 
It  may  be  said  that  Virginia  is  a  State  in  the 
Union,  and  that  she  has  her  Legislature  meeting 
at  Alexandria.  Will  Senators  say  that  that  Le- 
gislature in' such  sense  represents  the  people  of 
Virginia  as  that  it  ought  to  control  that  State  in 
agreeing  to  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  .' 

But  take  Arkansas.  That  State  is  now  claimed 
to  be  almost  within  the  Union  again.  It  i.i  said 
Arkansas  is  talcing  steps  under  the  President's 
proclamation  to  come  back  again.  She  may  elect 
a  Legislature  perha|is;  but  how  .'  Under  the  prop- 
osition of  the  President,  that  one  tenth  of  the 
Eeople  may  elect  a  Stale  government,  may  elect  a 
legislature,  may  make  laws,  and  may  agree  to  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.  Will  Senators 
say  that  tliat  is  such  an  approval  by  the  people 
of  a  State  as  ought  to  be  regarded  as  suflicient  to 
adopt  an  amendment  to  tlie  Constitution  .'  Surely 
not,  sir.  Our  fathers  were  very  |)articular  on  this 
fiubject.  They  required  that  two  thirds  of  this 
body,  and  two  tliirds  of  the  other  House  of  Con- 
gress, should  agree  to  the  proposed  amendment 
before  it  should  sro  before  the  people,  and  then 
that  three  fourths  of  the  Slates  should  agree  to  the 
nrnendment  before  it  should  become  a  part  of  tiie 
Constitution,  contemplating  the  fullest  coiusider- 
ation  of  the  subject  and  tlie  largest  approval  of 
the  amendmi.'nt  before  it  should  become  a  part 
ol'lhe  organic  law.  Are  we  to-eay  that  this  plan 
of  il.ie  President  shall  be  .sufficient  not  only  to 
make  a  new  Stale  government,  but  that  it  shall  be 
Bufficient  to  agrei!  to  a  change  of  the  Constitution; 
that  one  tenth  of  tin;  people  of  a  Stale,  according 
to  the  presidential  proclnmalion,  may  not  only 
change  their  own  constitution,  but  may  agree  to 
a  change  ofthc  Constitution  of  the  UnKed  States, 
when  tliis  CoiiKtitution  contem[)lates  that  all  the 
people  of  the  country  should  take  part  in  the  de- 
liberations upon  that  subject.' 

Take  Louisiana  also,  in  wiiicli  an  effort  is  now 
l)(!ing  made  to  form  a  fnm  State.  If  the  people 
'>f  Louisiana,  acting  through  a  convention  prop- 
erly .•■:elecle(i,  shall  make  that  State  a  free  Slate, 
I  shall  be  vi  i  y  happy  to  hear  it.  If  the  |)(;ople 
<il' niiy  Stale  see  fit  to  change  iheir  constitution  so 
HH  to  make  their  Slate  free  insread  of  .slave,  I  shall 
be.  very  glad  of  the;  result.  TIkmi  it  is  properly 
done.  Hut,  sir,  I  am  not  willing  to  sec  our  iii- 
i;tiiution.y  come  lo  that  condition  wliicli  would  be 


upon  us  if  one  tenth  of  the  people  of  a  Statecoidd 
control  not  only  the  State  constitution  but  the 
modification  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates. 

Can  there  be  in  iho  States  that  I  have  nietl- 
tioned,  or  in  any  considerable  uumber  of  them, 
that  deliberation  which  is  necessary  when  we  pro- 
pose to  change  the  organic  law .'  Take  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  so  ably  represented  in  this  body:  is 
Kentucky  in  a  condition  to-day  to  say  whether 
she  wants  her  Federal  Constitution  changed  or 
no — Kentucky,  that  one  week  is  invaded  by  rebel 
troo[)s  and  the  next  week  under  the  control  of 
Federal  troops — Kentucky,  that  can  lay  no  claim 
to  a  free  election.'  Take  iVIaryland,  that  has  no 
free  election;  or  Delaware,  tliat  is  controlled,  as 
was  illustrated  in  the  able  sfieech  of  her  Senator 
[Mr.  Sahlsburt]  the  other  day,  by  provost  mar- 
shals appointed  the  Sunday  night  before  the  elec- 
tion. Is  this  the  condition  in  which  tiiis  country 
ought  to  be  when  we  propose  to  change  our  Fed- 
eral Constitution.'  I  say  not,  sir;  and  without 
reference  to  the  merits  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, I  say  we  are  not  in  a  condition  in  any  of 
the  States,  and  especially  in  the  States  to  which 
1  have  referred,  because  of  the  excitement  caused 
by  the  condition  of  the  country  and  the  state  of 
war,  for  a  deliberate  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tions involved  on  the  jiart  of  the  people. 

One  more  suggestion,  sir,  and  I  have  said  all 
that  I  desire  on  this  subject.  I  am  not  satisfied 
that  this  proposed  amendmetit  is  one  that  can  be 
made  to  the  Constitution.  The  institution  of 
slavery  is  a  domestic  institution.  It  exists,  not 
by  virtue  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  not  by  vir- 
tue of  any  law  passed  pursuant  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  Slates,  but  it  liad  its  existence 
before  the  formation  of  the  Federal  compact,  be- 
fore the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. It  was  an  institution  of  the  colonies.  1 
will  not  discuss  with  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Iowa  [Mr.  Harlan]  the  question  whether  the 
slaveholder  has  a  good  title  to  his  properly.  It 
is  enough  to  know  that  this  institution  existed 
before  the  Revolution  in  thec<donies;  that  it  con- 
tinued during  the  Revolution;  that  it  came  with 
the  colonies  into  their  state  of  independence  and 
.separate  sovereignty ;  and  when  the  colonies  came 
into  the  Federal  coinjiact  they  did  not  submit  that 
iiistilution,  or  their  other  domestic  institutions, 
to  the  control  of  the  Federal  Government.  The 
Fffdcral  Government  has  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  institution  of  slavery,  except  so  far  as  by 
compromise  it  was  jirotected  and  respected,  it 
was  a  basis  of  representation  in  the  other  House; 
it  is  a  basis  of  taxation  in  a  certain  contingency; 
and  a  fugitive  escaping  from  one  State  to  another 
shall  be  returned  without  respect  to  the  law  of 
the  State  into  wliicli  he  escapes. 

Tliese  are  the  connections  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment with  the  institution  of  slavery,  but  no 
State  in  the  formation  of  the  Federal  compact 
agreed  to  lay  that  institution  or  any  other  insti- 
tution of  a  domestic  sort  at  the  foot  of  Federal 
authority.  I  am  not  satisfied  (although  1  have 
not  examined  that  subjectas  maturely  as  I  would 
desire  if  I  intended  to  discuss  it  at  length)  that 
this  is  an  amendment  which  it  is  competent  to 
make  short  of  the  agreement  of  all  the  States  of 
the  Union;  and  then  that  amendmen.t  thus  agreed 
to  would  have  its  force  not  because  it  was  a  part 
of  the  Constitution,  but  because  each  State  for 
itself  iiad  agreed  to  abolish  slavery.  When  each 
State  agrees  to  it,  it  is  settled.  All  of  our  great 
men  and  jurists  have  held  that  this  iiistilution  ex- 
ists by  virtue  of  Stale  law.  That  Stale  law  may 
be  the  common  law  of  the  Slate,  the  usage  ofthc 
State,  or  it  may  be  that  system  of  statutes  which 
recognizes  and  regulates  the  iiistilution;  and  1 
take  it  that  it  is  a  very  grave  question  whether 
three  fourths  of  the  States  can  take  hold  of  an 
iiistilution  in  the  remaining  fourth,  without  the 
consent  of  those  dissenting  States,  which  those 
States  never  agreed  in  the  original  compact  should 
be  under  the  control  in  any  way  of  the  Federal 
Government, 

But,  sir,  my  main  objection  to  tlie  adoption  of 
this  measure  now  is  that  tlie  people  are  not  in  a 
condition  lo  consider  proposed  amendmenls  to 
the  Constituiion.  This  year  we  are  to  have  the 
excitement  of  a  presidential  contest,  perhaps  a 
very  bitter  one.  Men  will  laki?  their  sides  ac- 
cording to  party  relations.  I  submit  to  Senators 
wheiln  r  a  lime"  like  llii.?,  when  the  mintl  of  (he 


people  is  wrought  as  the  sea  is  by  the  storm,  ia 
a  suitable  time  to  lay  our  hands  upon  the  funda- 
mental law  of  the  Government,  and  to  change  the 
fouiidalion-stones  of  that  Governmeiil;  whether 
we  had  not  better  let  these  limes  pass  by,  and 
when  peace  shall  come,  as  it  was  in  1787  and  1789, 
when  our  fathers  considered  the  original  Consti- 
tution, then  consider  the  proposed  amendments. 
If  the  people  of  the  United  States  shall  then  de- 
cide to  abolish  slavery,  and  it  is  found  that  itisa 
question  that  may  be  contro-lled  by  three  fourths 
of  the  Slates,  I  shall  have  no  olijection  lo  it.  If 
slavery  passes  away  I  shall  not  be  found  regret- 
ting it.  -    . 

1  suppose!  hJfve  less  personal  knowledge  of  the 
institution  of  slavery  than  almost  any  Senator  in 
this  body .  I  have  never  spent  a  whole  day  scarcely 
ill  my  life  upon  slave  soil.  My  life  has  been 
spent  among  the  free  people  of  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana. I  have  no  attachments  to  the  institution; 
but  I  have  an  attachment  to  the  compacts  and 
agreements  of  ourfathers.  I  was  taught  as  a  part 
of  my  politics  and  morality  to  stand  by  what  was 
agreed  to.  The  moral  question  of  slavery  I  have 
never  discussed  before  the  people.  1  do  not  in- 
tend to  discuss  it  here,  because  with  the  moral 
question  of  slavery  the  Federal  Government  has 
nothing  to  do.  That  is  a  question  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  States  that  regulate  the  institution, 
the  Slates  that  allow  it,  the  Slates  by  whose  au- 
thority it  exists;  and  by  no  other  authority  dues 
it  or  can  it  exist. 

Although  I  voted  with  my  friend  from  Ken- 
lucky  [Mr.  Powell]  in  favor  of  his  three  amend- 
ments, still  if  it  had  come  to  a  final  votCf  separate 
from  the  amendment  now  before  the  Senate, 
whether  we  should  submit  those  three  proposi- 
tions, which  I  should  like  to  see  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, 1  should,  upon  the  final  vote,  have  voted 
"  no,"  for  the  reason  that  at  this  lime  1  would  not 
submit  any  proposed  amendment  to  the  people. 

1  would  agree  as  a  Senator  lo  submit  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  to  the  people  for  but  one 
reason.  If  I  could  become  satisfied  that  a  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Constitution  would  put 
an  end  to  these  hosfilities,  would  restore  this 
Union,  and  bring  peace  again  lo  the  country,  1 
would  vole  for  any  amendment  that  was  consist- 
ent with  the  right  and  honor.  IfSenalors  could 
satisfy  me  that  tlie  adoption  of  this  amendment 
was  right  and  within  the  power  of  three  fourths 
of  the  States,  pud  that  it  would  promote  an  ad- 
justment and  settlement  of  the  difii^ilties  between 
the  sections,  I  should  vote  for  it,  but  for  no  other 
consideration.  On  the  contrary,  sir,  1  believir 
•that  this  amendment  if  adopted  will  be  in  the  way 
of  final  adjustment  and  tlie  restoralion  of  this 
Union.  What  good  can  it  do.'  Just  the  same 
good  precisely  that  the  President's  proclamation 
did.  The  President  by  his  proclamation  said, 
"  We  have  set  yournegroes  free;  we  leave  you  no 
inducement  lo  come  back  to  live  under  the  Con- 
stitution as  your  fathers  agreed  to  it;  we  cut  off 
hope;  we  give  you  an  incentive  to  fight  to  despe- 
ration." And  now  the  Senate  proposelo  say  to 
the  people  of  the  South,  "  You  can-not  come  back 
upon  the  basis  of  the  Constitution  trn  it  was;  you 
cannot  cotne  back  and  enjoy  your  institutions  as 
they  were.  If  you  do  come  back,  we  leave  in 
your  midst  in  many  localities  of  the  South  u  ma- 
jority of  the  population  black;  we  make  it  im- 
possible for  you  to  reside  there."  Therefore  this 
proposition  says  to  the  peopleofthe  South,  "Fight 
on;  give  up  never;  never  hear  a  proposition  of 
adjustment;  but  resist  until  you  can  resist  no 
longer;"  and  that  is  one  objection  I  have  had  to 
this  Admiiiistraliori.  It  has  gone  upon  that  policy. 
Instead  of  holding  out  those;  motives  that  ordi- 
narily intluence  men,  this  Adminisiraiion  has 
said  to  the  South,  "  We  intend  lo  subjugate  you, 
and  we  will  listen  to  no  terms,  we  will  offer  no 
terms."  Gentlemen  can  easily  see  the  result  of 
such  a  course  of  policy.  Now  we  are  going  lo 
make  it  impossible  that  they  shall  come  back  and 
st.ind  upon  the  Constitution  as  it  iVas.  We  are 
going  now,  if  this  proposition  can  carry,  to  say 
lo  the  people  of  the  South,  "  We  will  take  away 
from  you  this  property  for  which  you  commenced 
this  slrugfjle." 

Again,  I  .say  this  is  in  violation  ofthc  pligliled 
faith  of  the  Senate.  Did  not  the  Senati',  ihri.e 
years  ago,  in  July,  I&Gl,  liy  tlieir  resolution, and 
did  not  the  other  Housesay  that  this  war  was  not 
for  I  he  pu-rposc  of  Riiljiig'nticn,  not  far  the  pur- 
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pose  of  disturbing  the  institutibng  of  any  of  the 
States,  but.  siiriply  and  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
restoring  the  Union  mid  the  authority  of  the  Con- 
stitution? Cfui  it  l)e  pretended  that  this  is  a  war 
measure?  You  must  conquer  tlicSouth  before 
this  can  have  force  Ciiere;  and  when  you  have 
conquered  the  South,  of  what  service  is  it  as  a^ 
war  measure?  It  is  like  the  President's  procla-* 
lYiation  in  that  respect.  Can  you  send  a  procla- 
mation in  advance  of  the  troops?  Can  you  send 
the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  in  advance  of 
the  Army,  and  make  an  impression  on  the  people 
in  that  way?  No,  sir;  you  have  got  to  overcome 
the  people,  and  establish  your  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  as  you  would  establish  the  other  por- 
tions of  the  Constitution.  It  is  a  war  measure 
after  the  war  Is  over!  And  while  the  war  is  con- 
tinuing it  is  a  Jiinderance  to  an  adjustment  and  the 
restoration  of  [jeace. 

These,  in  a  few  words,  are  the  objections  tliat 
I  iiave  to  the  measure  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  Mr.  President,  I  dislike 
very  much  at  present,  to  undertake  to'arguc  the 
que.stion  that  is  now  before  the  body,  for  the  sim- 
ple reason  that  Senators  must  be  tired  of  its  dis- 
cussioriT  At  one  time  1  thought  it  might  possi- 
bly be  necessary  for  me  to  say  something  in  behalf 
of  the  measure,  inasmuch  as  1  was  perhaps  one  of 
the  earliest  who  introduced  a  proposition  of  this 
tiharacter;  but  now,  at  a  period  when  Senators 
expect, and  leasonably  expect,  that  thediscussion 
ought  to  close  and  the  vote  be  taken,  I  dislike  very 
much  to  obtrude  any  remarks  upon  the  Senate; 
and  1  should  not  do  so  but  for  the  fact  that  1  in 
"part  represent  on  this  floor  one  of  I  he  border  States 
of  the  Union,  and  1  deem  it  my  duty  to  say  some- 
thing in  order  that  gentlemen  from  the  non-slave- 
holding  States,  like  my  honorable  friend  from  In- 
diana who  hasjustspoken, [Mr.  Hendricks,]  may 
better  understand  the  position  that  we  of  the  bor- 
der slaveholding  States  now  occupy. 

1  do  not  desire  to  get  outside  of  tlie  question  be- 
fore the  bpdy;  I  desire  to  keep  myself  closely  to 
it  and  to  cccu[)y  as  little  of  the  time  of  the  Senate 
»e  may  be  necessary  to  enable  me  to  state  what 
I  deem  it  proper  to  urge  in  fiivor  of  the  passage 
of  the  measure;  and  in  order  to  save  time  and  to 
keep  myself  within  proper  bounds,!  have  com- 
mitted to  writing  the  most  of  what  I  shall  say.  I 
know  that  this  is  a  practice  of  which  older  Sen- 
ators do  not  approve,  and  perhaps  I  ought  not  to 
resort  to  it;  but  1  do  not  feel  that  I  have  tlie  right 
upon  all  occasions  to  inflict  upon  this  body  re- 
marks without  thought. 

1  have  already  intimated  that  the  Union  men  in 
the  slaveholding  States  have  pretty  much  made 
up  their  minds  as  to  what  course  they  intetid  to 
pur.^ue  in  regard  to  the  institution  of  sfavery. 
Whatever  may  have  been  their  opinions  at  a  pre- 
vious dat(;,  those  opinions  have  undergone  im- 
portant changes.  This  jiroposition  is  to  mark  an 
epoch  in  the  history  of  our  coujitry  if  it  shall  be 
adopted,  and  I  take  occasion  now  to  expre.ss  my 
sincere  wish  that  it  may  become  a  part  of  the 
Constitution  of'the  United  States.  The  State 
which  I  in  part  represent  had  in  18G0  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  thousand  slaves,  and  it  may  be 
supposed  that  that  St^ite  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  proposition  now  pending  before  the  Senate; 
but,  sir,  otir  great  interest,  as  lovers  of  the  Union, 
is  in  the  preservation  and  perpetuation  of  the 
Union;  and  what  1  shall  say  to-day  will  be  chiefly 
directed  to  northern  men. 

This  Wiir  has  wrought  a  wonderful  change  in 
the  opinions  of  Union  men  in  the  slaveholding 
States.  Heretofore  a  majority  of  the  peo|)!e  of 
the  North  have  been  o|iposed  to  interfering  with 
tile  institution  of  slavery  where  itexisted.  They 
opposed  it  because  they  believed  the  South  de- 
sired to  retain  the  institution — and  that  seems  to 
Ije  the  opinion  of  my  fiiend  from  Indiana — and 
«o  long  a.s  this  desire  lasted  they  pioperly  held  it 
toM)e  a  breach  of  failh  to  disturb  it.  So  strong 
was  thi-s  feeling  that  even  after  the  commence- 
ment of  practical  Hecession  northern  Representa- 
tives, anti-slavery  in  llieir  sentiments,  with  almost 
entire  unanimity  in  both  branches  of  Congress 
adopted  and  presented  for  acceptance  by  the  States 
a  constitutional  amrnidnient,  irrepealabh;  in  its 
chartieter,  whereby  the  powi^r  of  interference  was 
to  be  forever  n.'moved.  By'ii  no  State  could  l)e 
deprived  of  the  (irivilcge  of  slaveholding  except 
with  its  own  ctmsenl.  In  January,  February, 
and  Marcii,  18G1,  Kucii  r»  antundmeHt  to  Iho  rn- 


ganiclaw  would  have  received  the  sanction  of  per- 
haps every  non-slaveholding  State  in  llie  Union. 
The  South  would  not  accept  it. 

The  only  great  idea  of  an  anti-slavery  charac- 
ter that  triumphed,  if  anything  anti-slavery  tri- 
umphed utall,  in  the  canvass  of  1860,  was  founded 
on  the  purpose  to  exclude  slavery  from  the  I'erri- 
tories,  and  tjiis  exclusion  was  only  to  last  while 
(hey  were  Territories.  It  did  not  deny  the  right  of 
the  people,  after  their  Territory  had  been  admitted 
as  a  State,  to  adopt  the  institution  of  slavery.  The 
corruptions  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
gave  success  to  the  Republican  party.  The  op- 
position to  slavery,  even  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion,  had  not  become  so  radical  as  to  deny 
that  a  slaveholding  State  might  be  republican  in 
its  form  of  government.  It  was  admitted  that  a 
State  might  either  institute  or  abolish  slavery;  that 
whatever  mightbe  the  true  boundary  line  between 
State  rights  and  Federal  authority  this  subject 
was  one  of  local  control,  antl  Congress  could  not 
legitimately  interfere.  To  what  extent  this  disin- 
clination to  meddle  with  the  ins'itution  yet  per- 
vades the  non-slaveholding  States,  I,  of  course, 
do  not  know.  It  camiot  be  doubted  by  any  ra- 
tional and  reflecting  mind  that  our  forefathers,  in 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  whatever  may 
have  been  their  individual  opinions,  determined 
to  leave  the  subject  of  slavery  with  the  several 
States.  They  foimd  it  then,  as  we  have.ever  fbund 
it  since,  a  dangerous  and  impracticable  ques- 
tion. The  importance  of  union  was  then  para- 
mount. Union  could  not  be  secured  exce()t  by 
remitting  the  whole  subject  to  State  authority. 
Congress  retaining  only  the  powei- to  enforce  the 
surrender  of  slaves  escaping  from  one  State  to 
another. 

This  view  of  the  Con.stitution,  though  not  con- 
ceded to  be  correct  by  what  has  been  called  the 
abolition  party,  was  accepted,  however,  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  people  in  the  North,  llemem- 
bering  the  compromises  of  the  Constitution,  they 
remembered  their  duty  under  them,  and  wished 
to  comply  with  the  bond.  Whatever  ihcir  indi- 
vidual convictions  as  to  the  immorality  and  im- 
policy of  slavery,  they  have  generally  discarded 
the  dogma  that  the  obligations  of  moral  law  were 
superior  to  those  of  the  municipal  law,  or  that  the 
whisperings  of  conscience  could  excuse  the  viola- 
lion  of  the  statute,  i  care  not  what  may  now  be 
the  prejudices  against  this  institution  of  slavery 
or  how  ignoble  this  former  obedience  lo  law  on 
the  part  of  the  northern  people  may  appear  at  a 
time  when  our  passions  are  aroused  by  the  war 
that  party  ambition,  in  the  name  of  slavery,  is 
waging;  against  us,  the  cooler  judgment  (jf  the 
more  peaceful  future,  whenever  it  conies,  will 
again  approve  their  conduct  as  essentially  patri- 
otic. Governments  are  not  moral  codes.  'I'hey 
cannot  be  such.  Each  individual  upon  entering 
into  sooiety  must  agree  to  yield  something  of  his 
own  opinions  to  the  opinions  of  others.  If  any 
one  man's  opinions  be  the  law,  the  Government 
is  a  monarchy;  if  the  opinions  of  a  few  shall  gov- 
ern, it  is  an  aristocracy  or  oligarchy;  if  the  opin- 
ion of  each  is  a  law  unto  himself,  it  cannot  be 
other  than  anarchy.  Hence  the  mass  of  opinion, 
in  a  Government  rejmblitan  in  form,  must  con- 
trol. That  opinion,  expressed  according  to  the 
forms  of  law,  must  be  the  rule  of  action.  He  that 
yields  to  that  expression  and  obeys  the  law,  so 
long  as  it  stands  unrepealed,  is  not  only  the  best 
citizen  but  the  most  efl'ective  promoter  of  fiublic 
morals  and  also  the  be.st  teacher  of  private  virtue. 

A  simple  adherence  to  this  principle- would 
have  prevented  the  present  rebellion ;  indeed,  it 
must  eventually  drive  out  every  heresy  in  gov- 
ernment and  establish  the  right.  To  deny  this 
proposition  is  to  deny  the  virtue  of  self-govern- 
ment. If  human  slavery  be  wrong,  human  reason, 
under  the  operation  of  this  principle,  is  left  free 
to  combat  it,  tiiul  slavery  must  die  so  soon  as 
reason  can  obtain  expression  under  the  forms  of 
law.  It  cannot  die  sooner,  for  the  achievements 
of  the  sword,  if  against  reason,  lastgeneially  no 
longer  than  while  the  sword  is  drawn.  When  it 
is  sheathed,  reason  lakes  the  place  of  force.  Ideas 
of  private  interest  and  considerations  of  public 
good,  combined  with  convictions  of  religious  duty, 
unintimidated  by  fear,  are  left  free  again  to.«!hape 
govi'mmenlal  policy. 

'I'lie  peo[)l(>  of  the  non-slaveholding  Slates  gen- 
erally were  willing  lo  trust  the  solution  of  slavery 
to  |KMceful    time.-*.      They,  liku  the  founders  cf 


the  Republic,  generally  hoped  for  its  ultimate  ex- 
tinction. They  did  not  believe  that  the  desola- 
tions of  war  would  ever  bo  required  to  show  its 
injustice,  or  that  war  should  be  waged  for  iis  ex- 
termination. They  had  found  it  within  certain 
limits,  and  there  they  left  it.  It  was  local,  and 
they  who  lived  in  its  midst  were  left  to  its  enjoy- 
ment and  held  responsil^le  for  its  existence.  They 
felt  it  to  be  their  duly  lo  leave  it  alone.  They 
would  aid  us  to  rid  ouiselves  of  the  blighting  in- 
fluences when  we  miglu  wish  to  remove  it,  but 
until  then  we  must  keep  it,  with  all  its  good,  if 
any  it  had,  and  all  its  evil.  This,  sir,  was*right, 
and  under  similar  circumstances  their  conduct 
should  be  the  same  as  heretofore.  But  things 
have  now  materially  changed. 

A  few  words  only  in  reference  to  the  causes  and 
effects  of  that  change.  For  three  quarters  of  a 
century  this  feeling  of  comity,  this  reverence  of 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  organic  law,  this  over- 
powering desire  to  preserve  the  national  unity, 
had,  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  slavery, 
givt^n  us  peace  and  prosperity,  both  public  and 
private,  unparalleled  in  the  growth  of  nations. 
The  genius  and  industry  of  the  North  gave  value 
to  the  great  soulhern  production  in  the  discovery 
of  the  cotton-gin  and  the  erection  of  improved 
machinery  to  convert  this  production  into  useful 
fabrics.  The  northerners  were  early  throvvtinpon 
liieir  own  exertions,  and,  taught  lo  rely  upon 
those  exertions,  they  became  an  active,  industri- 
ous, inquiring,  intelligent  people.  The  southern- 
ers, I  mean  the  more  favored,  enjoying  a  monop- 
oly in  the  cotton  culture,  and  finding  thai  slave 
labor  not  only  brought  lliem,large  profit  but  that 
exemption  from  toil  which,  liowever  coveted  by 
men,  never  fails  to  corru))l  them,  soon  abandoned 
themselves  to  pleasure  and  the  lighter  accompliah- 
ments  of  life.  These  frivolous  accomplishments 
obtained  in  preference,  because  easily  obtained, 
to  the  more  solid  acquiiements,  combined  with 
this  exemption  from  labor,  soon  created  a  I'ecling 
of  superiority.  They  imagined  themselves  rich 
and  powerful,  and  like  all  people  under  similar 
circumstances,  they  became  first  proud  of  them- 
selves and  then  proud  of  their  ancestry.  They 
invested  their  Cavalier  fatlH.'rs  with  the  same  he- 
roic virtues  and  nobility  of  .sou!  that  Virgil  iniho 
palmy  days  of  Roman  greatness  ascribed  to  ihe 
founders  of  the  imperial  city.  In  both  cases  per- 
haps much  unreal  grcatnes.s  was  thrust  upon  the 
dead  that  the  fuideof  ihe  living  might  be  exalted. 

I'he  first  difficulty  that  presented  iiself  to  ihe 
soulhern  people  was  lo  satisfy  themselves  that 
slaveiy  is  morally  right;  and  the  second  was  to 
satisfy  the  people  of  the  North  that  they  could 
not  legally  inierfere  with  it  except  in  their  own 
States,  and  furlher  that  the  Constitution  im|>osed 
on  them  the  duty  lo  protect  the  South  in  the  en- 
joyment of  it.  It  was  southern  statesmen  who  in 
the  earlier  periods  of  our  hisioi'v  had  most  fiercely 
assailed  the  institution.  It  was  Washington,  Jef- 
fi-rson,  Madison,  Marshall,  Mason,  Mariin,  Wil- 
liamson, and  others  in  their  own  land  who  had 
stamped  slavery  with  the  most  decided  disappro- 
bation. Rut  a  change  was  to  be  wrought  in  some 
way.  These  denunciations  of  ihe  institution  were 
to  be  put  aside  and  a  new  dispensation  pro- 
claimeil.  Through  the  influence  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  alone,  slavery  had  secured  a 
footing  in  the  compromises  of  the  Constitution, 
and  upon  these  compromises  the  South  relied  for 
legal  protection.  'I'o  calm  the  conscience,  reli- 
gious denominations  ransacked  the  Scriniures, 
and  finding  the  institution  uphehl  under  the  Jewish 
llieocrar.y,  and  not  assailed  by  Christ  and  His 
aposiles  under  the  Christian  dispensation,  this 
was  readily  accepted  as  sufficient.  The  Senator 
from  Delaware  thinks  it  sufficient  even  yet.  As 
the  production  of  cotton  increased,  the  conviction 
of  the  morality  of  slavery  incriiased  in  the  same 
ratio.  Its  divine  characler  was  inculcated  in  re- 
ligion, in  politics,  and  in  morals.  The  justice 
of  slavery,  its  economy,  and  liaiinony  with  re- 
publican institutions,  were  llie  first  impressions 
stamped  upon  ihe  yoiiihl'ul  mind.  'I'lie  soulhern 
people  are  not  the  only  people  whr>  are  blind  lo 
Irulh  because  of  the  iirejudices  of  early  education. 

To  accomplish  the  'otiier  end,  ihal  is,  to  quiet 
n()rlhern  men  on  the  subject,  lo  sali.<ify  them  that 
ihey,  not  being  responsible  foi-  its  existence, 
couhl  not  legally  inli'rfcre  with  it,  and  ought  lo 
protixl  the  Soiiih  in  its  (■njoyment,  required  much 
argument.      Hut  souliierii  men  alteinpled  to  fur- 
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nish  it.  They  had  nothing  else  to  do.  While 
the  slaves  produced  cotton  tiicir  ntmsters  discussed 
politics.  The  whole  South  was  turned  into  a  de- 
bating society.  Every  man  was  a  politician. 
Every  court-house  and  cross-roads  became  an 
arena  for  political  gladiators.  The  ,alpha  and 
omega  of  every  discussion  was  slavery,  and  every- 
body was  on  the  same  side.  If  some  old  fogy, 
some  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  past,  hap- 
pened to  express  doubts  of  the  sacredness  of  the 
institution,  suddenly  many  voices  were  joined  to 
greet  him  as  Paul  was  greeted  at  Ephesus.  While 
the  northern  people  built  manufactories,  railroads, 
bridges,  and  canals,  erected  cities,  opened  farms, 
constructed  ships,  and  founded  institutions  of 
learning,  tiie  South  was  discussing  the  negro  ques- 
tion. As  in  all  attempts  to  vindicate  error,  they 
fell  into  the  most  glaring  contradictions,  seen  by 
everybody  except  themselves.  Tliey  claimed  to 
be  fiercely  democratic.  Holding  one  half  of  the 
population  of  their  States  in  abject  slavery,  they 
clamored  loudly  for  the  largest  liberty.  The 
privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  denied  to 
every  man  held  by  them  in  bondage,  they  insisted 
that  republican  government  would  be  instantly 
lost  if  the  writ  were  suspended  for  a  moment  in 
the  case  of  a  white  man.  Claiming  that  the  in- 
stitution was  local,  deriving  its  vitality  from 
the  States,  and  that  Congress  could  exercise  no 
power  over  it  at  all,  they  yet  insisted  that  Con- 
gress should  plant  it  upon  all  the  national  do- 
main. Adopting  a  false  theory  of  State  rights, 
originally  designed  for  the  protection  of  slavery, 
which  rendered  the  Constitution  powerless  on  all 
other  subjects,  they  yet  found  authority  within 
its  grants  of  power  to  establish  and  perpetuate 
slavery  against  the  will  of  the  local  government. 
Looking  only  to  the  preservation  of  that  one  in- 
stitution, they  adopted  any  and  every  theory  that 
seemed  available  for  the  purpose.  They  advo- 
cated the  Missouri  Compromise,  and  afterwards 
ostracized  as  abolitionists  all  who  did  not  favor 
its  repeal.  They  opened  the  Territories  to  popu- 
lar sovereignty,  and  so  soon  as  it  failed  to  bring 
a  slave  State  into  the  Union,  the  doctrine  was  dis- 
carded, and  he  who  did  not  at  once  repudiate  it 
became  unto  them  as  the  heathen  and  the  publican. 

In  the  meati  time  the  northern  people,  thor- 
oughly convinced  of  the  immorality  and  inutility 
of  slavery,  began  to  take  its  denunciations  into 
the  pulpit  and  the  school-room.  At  this  point 
the  divergence  between  the  North  and  the  South 
commenced.  Congregations  of  Christians  who 
had  formerly  worsliiped  at  the  same  altar  met 
and  quarreled  and  separated.  Then  commenced 
this  idea  of  two  distinct  civilizations,  this  notion 
that  the  two  races,  tlie  one  inhabiting  the  North, 
the  other  the  South,  were  not  the  same;  that  they 
were  different  in  origin,  different  in  manners,  dif- 
ferent in  pursuits,  and  different  in  ideas  of  gov- 
ernment. Extreme  men  on  both  sides  urged  these 
reasons  in  favor  of  political  separation  and  the 
estnl)lishment  of  separate  governments.  The  one 
extreme  said  the  Union  could  not,  must  not  sub- 
sist with  slavci-y,  with  the  otherslavery  was  the 
sine  qua  non  of  Union.  Politicians  at  once  seized 
upon  this  state  of  feeling,  and,  instead  of  pouring 
oil  on  the  troubled  waters,  for  selfish  purposes 
iliry  added  to  the  agitation.  They  who  became 
the  representatives  of  the  people  seemed  to  look 
rather  to  the  promotion  of  party  interests  than  to 
the  RubstnntinI  welfare  of  the  country.  In  other 
words,  too  many  of  our  statesmen  became  dema- 
gogues. Falsehood  was  admitted  and  acted  upon 
simply  because  the  pioneers  in  reformation  are  sel- 
dom honored;  tiiey  scarcely  ever  get  to  Congress. 

The  country  finally  i)ecame  divided  into  two 
great  parties.  The  true  cause  of  division,  with 
a  niajoriiy  on  each  side,  is  to  be  found,  no  doubt, 
in  the  construction  given  by  them  respectively  to 
the  Constitution,  the  one  confining  the  powers  of 
Congress  to  expressly  di.'legalcd  grants,  leaving 
the  States  sovereign  in  all  other  respects;"  the 
oilier  finding  in  the  instrument  warrant  for  the 
exercise  of  powers  deemed  necessary  '•  for  the 
common  defense  and  general  welfare"of  the  Uni- 
t/'d  States. 

The  Boulhern  people  bejngan  agricultural  peo- 
ple, looking;;  chiefly  to  a  foreign  market  for  the 
siilc  of  iheir  surplus  productions,  not  engaged  in 
the  cnrryitig  tra<ie,l;eljeviii^  free  trade  to  be  bene- 
ficial to  their  interests,  and  not  feeling  the  same 
neccssjljy  with  ihe'\-\fflp\a-ofl\\R  NoVfh  fcH"  im-  » 
proving  the  "lukes,  rivers^  un<J  Itajbora   of  Iho  \ 


South,  very  generally  accepted  the  limited,  or 
what  has  always  been  termed  the  strict,  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution.  From  precisely 
the  opposite  considerations  sprang  the  party  of 
liberal  or  latitudinarian  construction.  It  is  plain 
to  see  that  the  pro-slavery  men  of  the  South 
would  naturally  fall  into  the  ranks  of  the  former 
party,  because  the  theory  of  strict  construction 
furnished  the  best  protection  for  the  institution. 
If  Congress  could  not  attack  it,  it  might,  in  their 
opinion,  retreat  from  State  to  State,  if  attacked 
by  local  authority,  and  thus  gain  time  to  fortify 
its  defenses.  For  the  opposite  reason, again,  the 
zealous  anti-slavery  men  of  the  North  joined  the 
otlierparty.  In  the  latitude  of  construction, their 
assaults  upon  the  institution  might  be  made  ef- 
fective; from  State  action  they  had  no  hope. 

As  it  has  always  been — and  it  is  as  much  so 
now  perhaps  as  ever — extreme  men  on  either  side 
gave  tone  to  party  action.  The  more  moderate 
were  controlled  by  them.  They  seemed  to  have 
no  power  of  resistance.  They  drifted  like  floats 
upon  the  current.  They  knew  what  is  right, 
but  they  had  not  the  moral  courage  to  pursue  the 
right.  In  a  short  lime,  party  platforms  became 
a  mere  string  of  dogmas  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
A  foreigner  seeing  them  would  naturally  suppose 
that  we  had  no  other  interests  in  this  country  than 
slavery. 

But  why  is  it  that  the  extreme  men  in  this  case, 
as  they  have  done  in  others,  succeeded  in  control- 
ling their  respective  parties.'  I  ascribe  it  to  the 
fact  that  extreme  men  generally  start  with  an  un- 
deniable truth.  They  boldly  challenge  refuta- 
tion of  that  truth.  They  seek  controversy,  and 
controversy  gives  them  strength.  Truth  needs 
but  be  repeated,  and  the  assent  of  reason  is  finally 
given.  The  anti-slavery  men  asserted  the  propo- 
sition that  slavery  is  wrong;  that  it  is  condemned  in 
morals,  and  anti-republican  in  its  very  nature;  that 
it  is  unjust  to  the  slave  and  prejudicial  to  his  mas- 
ter; that  it  is  corrupting  in  its  social  relations,  and 
deeply  injurious  to  the  economical  interests  of  the 
country.  This  proposition  could  not  be  denied. 
To  oppose  it  but  established  it  the  more  firmly. 
The  history  of  the  country  itself  brought  new 
arguments  to  its  support.  The  great  disparity  in 
the  material  development  of  the  two  sections  as 
time  passed  on  gradually  etrengthened  the  con- 
victions of  anti-slavery  men,  and  struck  down  the 
arguments  of  their  opponents.  The  earnest  men 
of  the  anti-slavery  party  who  stuck  to  the  one 
idea  of  their  faith,  and  demanded  its  recognition 
in  political  platforms, as  well  as  in  religiouscreeds, 
though  branded  as  zealots,  abolitionists,  disturb- 
ers of  the  ]^blic  peace,  yet  stood  upon  the  one 
truth,  and  challenged  its  denial.  If  this  tfuth  had 
been  acknowledged  and  acted  on  by  the  other 
side  we  should  have  had  no  war.  While  they 
were  obtaining  the  almost  universal  recognition 
of  this  truth,  however,  in  the  northern  States,  and 
its  partial  recognition  in  the  South,  the  fiery  con- 
flict through  which  they  were  passing  unfortu- 
nately aroused  the  fiercest  passions.  Religion 
and  politics  brought  their  influences  to  inflame. 
Many  of  them  became  maddened  as  with  frenzy, 
and  struckatslavery  withoutskill,as  the  wounded 
gladiator  strikes  at  his  adversary. 

The  arguments  used  to  satisfy  others  tliat sla- 
very is  wrong  had  satisfied  themselves  that  no 
law,  human  or  divine,  standing  in  the  way  of  its 
destruction,  was  obligatory  on  the  citizen.  The 
extremist  of  the  South,  too,  was  not  without  his 
truth — an  equally  undeniable  truth — for  the  erec- 
tion of  his  party.  His  truth  was  the  one  to  which 
I  have  already  alluded.  It  was  that,  however  in- 
defensible slavery  might  be  as  an  abstract  propo- 
sition, the  very  bond  of  Union,  the  Constitution, 
left  it  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  States 
interested;  that  Congress  could  not  abolish  it;  and 
that  every  act  of  interference  with  it  where  it  ex- 
isted was  without  authority.  He  claimed,  and 
truthfully,  too,  that  unless  its  existence  had  been 
left  free  from  congressional  legislation  no  Union 
could  have  been  formed.  This  became  his  con- 
trolling idea.  It  was  his  strong  point,  his  fort- 
ress; and  to  it  he  retreated  when  the  moral  ques- 
tion was  urged.  He  must  have  it  inserted  in 
every  platform  of  principle.  Those  of  the  South 
wlio  looked  forward  to  the  final  extinction  of 
slavery  soon  lost  courage  to  assert  the  truth  which 
lay  behind  this, and  were  constantly  driven  to  the 
UHS(!rtion  of  political  tenets  that  stood  in  the  way 
of  such  consummation. 


Upon  this  truth  sophistry  built  a  thousand 
errors.  Threats  of  interference  by  northern  ex- 
tremists helped  to  stimulate  southern  pride,  in 
which  the  injustice  of  slavery  was  to  be  forgotten 
From  this  vantage-ground  taken  by  pro-slavery 
men  of  the  South,  and  resolutely  adhered  to,  they 
gradually  put  forward  and  developed  the  princi- 
ples of  that  new  faith  which  asserted  the  divinity 
of  slavery,  taught  the  doctrine  of  State  suprem- 
acy, and  enforced  the  heresy  of  nullification  and 
secession. 

The  northern  Democracy  never  believed  in 
these  heresies.  They  adopted^the  strict  construc- 
tion theory  of  the  Government  without  reference 
to  slavery.  If  the  application  of  what  was  thought 
to  be  a  sound  principle  of  construction  inured  to 
the  protection  of  the  institution,  they  yet  would 
not  abandon  the  principle.  They.did  not  believe 
slavery  to  be  ordained  of  God  or  productive  of 
human  good;  indeed,  they  believe  it  a  curse.  They 
acted  with  the  southern  Democracy  for  two  rea- 
sons: first,  they  condemned  what  they  termed  the 
fanatical'heresies  of  the  abolitionists,  who,  they 
thought,  in  their  pursuit  of  a  moral  principle 
woultl  rush  to  anarchy;  and  secondly,  their  re- 
spect for  the  great  constitutional  truth  to  which  I 
have  alluded  dominated  their  moral  convictions 
against  the  institution.  Hence,  when  secession 
came,  the  northern  Democracy  were  found  on 
the  side  of  the  Government.  They  have  given 
their  blood  and  their  treasure  to  the  prosecution 
of  war,  intended  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union. 
At  this  point  it  may  be  suggested  that  the  diffi- 
culty of  amending  the  Constitution  added  se- 
riously, in  my  judgment,  to  our  troubles.  Why 
was  the  power  of  amendment  inserted  at  all.'  It 
was  to  utilize  the  experience  of  the  future,  to  cor- 
rect error  in  the  Government.  The  Senator  from 
Indiana  is  very  much  mistaken  when  he  saya 
that  the  Constitution  cannot  be  constitutionally 
amended  in  reference  to  slaTery.  It  is  provided 
that  it  shall  not  be  amendable  in  only  one  particu- 
lar, and  that  is,  "  that  no  State,  without  its  con- 
sent, shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the 
Senate."  In  no  other  respect  is  there  now  any 
limitation  whatever  upon  the  power  of  amend- 
ment. Up  to  1808  there  were  two  other  clauses  in 
the  Constitution  that  could  not  be  amended,  the 
one  in  regard  to  the  importation  of  Africans  into 
this  country,  and  the  other  in  regard  to  capitation 
or  other  direct  taxes.  The  power  to  amend  was 
a  part  of  the  contract;  it  was  apart  of  the  bond  of 
each  State  when  we  entered  into  the  Union;  and 
we  have  clearly  and  indisputably  the  power  to 
amend  it  in  reference  to  slavery. 

As  I  have  said,  the  power  to  amend  was  in- 
serted to  enable  us  to  utilize  the  experience  of  the 
future  and  correct  error.  It  was  designed  to  let 
deliberate  and  matured  convictions  of  public  policy 
take  a  place  in  the  organic  law.  It  was  to  be  the 
safety-valve  of  our  institutions.  Ours  was  to  be 
a  Government  of  the  people.  Their  opinions  are 
the  motive-power.  When  I  speak  of  opinions  I 
mean  the  satisfied  judgment,  n.ot  the  mere  senti- 
ment or  passion  of  the  hour.  If  these  opinions, 
rarefied  and  expanded  by  the  heat  of  truth,  are  con- 
fined, explosion  comes.  It  had  become  the  settled 
conviction  of  three  fourths  of  the  people  that  sla- 
very is  wrong.  That  conviction  could  find  no 
place  in  legislation,  because  it  would  conflict  with 
the  Constitution.  It  could  not  find  place  in  the 
Constitution,  because  the  ratification  of  three 
fourths  of  the  States  could  not  be  obtained.  With 
thirty-five  States  in  the  Union  it  requires  twenty- 
seven  to  carry  this  amendment.  It  matters  not 
what  may  be  their  population,  one  tenth  or  one 
twentieth  of  the  whole,  the  remaining  eight  may 
exclude  it.  This  may  be  a  wise  provision,  but  1 
have  been  led  to  doubt  it,  and  hence  my  propo- 
sition as  introduced  originally  was  to  remove  a 
part  of  this  difliculty  in  future  cases,  to  facilitate 
amendments  to  the  Constitution.  I  am  aware  of 
the  danger  on  the  other  side,  but  the  recent  expe 
rience  of  our  own  and  that  of  the  English  Gov- 
ernment for  centuries,  inclines  me  to  think  that 
the  greater  danger  lies  in  damming  up  public  sen- 
timent until  it  gathers  force  to  break  away  its  bar  ■  ' 
riers  and  desolate  the  country.  Indeed,  if  minis- 
ters would  leave  their  posts  in  our  Government 
when  public  opiniop  condemns  them,  the  change 
would  be  for  the  better.  The  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, however,  have  disagreed  to  this  proposition, 
and  to  their  better  judgment  I  submit. 

But  I  was  saying  that  the  northern  Democracy 
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arc  now  acting  against  those  with  whom  tliey  re- 
cently acted.  Why  do  they  thus.wage  war  upon 
those  with  whom  so  recently  they  acted  polit- 
ically? It  cannot  be  because  the  South  is  defend- 
ing slavery  against  actual  aggression,  for  under 
the  Constitution  they  had  a  right  to  defend  it  if  at- 
tacked. Shall  I  be  answered  that  the  South  made 
the  war  before  the  institution  was  attacked,  and 
that  their  only  wrong  consists  in  this  >  The  South 
declares  that  the  rebellion  was  inaugurated  to|""o- 
tect  slavery  against  northern  aggression.  Then 
the  northern  Democracy  at  the  leasl  must  admit 
that  such  is  the  character  and  influence  of  the  in- 
stitution that  it  drove  the  southern  people  into 
unnecessary  war  before  it  was  jeopardized  by  the 
action  of  Government.  They  must  admit  that  the 
groundlessfearsofthosewhom  they  have  defended 
m  the  enjoyment  of  slavery  heretofore,  not  upon 
principles  of  eternal  justice,  but  because  it  was 
thought  to  be  the  hard  conditions  of  the  contract, 
have  brought  upon  us  the  innumerable  miseries  of 
this  strife.  If  such  be  tlie  character  of  slavery, 
let  us  examine  the  propriety  of  retaining  it. 

The  war  is  upon  us.  The  Union  is  severed  in 
the  name  of  slavery.  The  civilized  world  regards 
slavery  as  the  remote  or  proximate  cause  of  the 
war.  I  discard  the  question  of  who  is  responsi- 
ble for  it — whether  the  North  or  the  South .  I  look 
ftt  things  as  they  are,  and  ask  what  is  now  our 
duty?  Nine  tenths,  perhaps,  of  the  loyal  men 
of  the  conntry  conscientiously  believe  that  sla- 
very is  morally  wrong  and  an  evil  in  government. 
If  they  were  to-day  constructing  a  new  Govern- 
ment, they  would  prohibit  slavery.  This  1  as- 
sume to  be  an  admitted  proposition.  The  rebels 
on  the  other  hand  assert  its  morality,  and  have 
established  a  government  whose  foundation-stone 
is  slavery.  In  the  interest  of  slavery  they  claimed 
the  right  to  sever  the  Union.  They  have  done 
so,  to  the  extent  of  their  power.  We  have  de- 
nied this  assumed  right,  and  the  issue  is  involved 
in  the  pending  war.  The  rebels  declare  thatsla- 
very  cannot  longer  exist  under  our  Government; 
thatthe  two  things, slavery  and  theFederal  Union, 
liave  become  incompatible.  In  this  alleged  belief 
was  found  the  motive  for  secession,  and  in  it  to- 
day consists  the  strength  of  secession. 

But  while  so  large  a  majority  of  our  people  be- 
lieve slavery  to  be  wrong,  perhaps  but  a  small 
number,  comparatively,  believe  that  Congress 
possesses  the  power  to  abolish  it.  In  other  words, 
they  confess  that  the  moral  law  condemns  it, but 
tliatthe  Constitution  tolerates  it.  As  an  original 
proposition  they  think  it  should  never  have  ex- 
isted, but  being  in  existence  when  the  Govern- 
ment was  framed,  they  think  our  forefathersjmay 
have  adopted  the  wisest  policy  in  regard  to  it,  if 
its  adoption  had  been  followed  by  peace. 

The  sum  total  of  our  present  position  is  that  a 
great  wrong,  in  a  moral  and  social  point  of  view, 
was  admitted  into  the  organic  law,  under  a  sup- 
posed necessity  for  unioii.  Those  opposed  to 
slavery  were  willing  to  bear  its  evils  in  consider- 
ation of  the  blessings  to  be  derived  from  a  union 
of  the  States.  If  those  evils  had  continued  to  be 
compensated  by  the  blessings  of  peace,  prosper- 
ity, and  repose,  which  union  would  have  given, 
the  same  reasons  that  influenced  the  framers  of 
the  Government  originally  might  now  be  urged 
in  its  defense  with  some  show  of  propriety. 

But  the  friends  of  slavery  in  its  name  have  de- 
stroyed our  peace  and  given  us  war;  they  have 
taken  away  our  prosperity  and  given  usdcbtand 
taxes;  they  have  broken  our  repose  and  given  us 
the  calamities  of  a  civil  strife;  in  fine,  they  have 
rudely  severed  the  bond  that  bound  them  to  the 
Union,  and  now  defiantly  mock  the  faith  that  once 
gave  them  protection. 

Mr.  l^resident,  all  will  admit  that  if  slavery  be 
responsible  for  our  condition,  there  are  but  few 
circumstances  of  mitigation  to  be  urged  in  its  fa- 
vor. With  bloody  hands  and  devilish  visage  it 
craves  no  mercy  yet,  but  points  to  new  fields  of 
carnage  and  destruction.  Its  friends  have  bcfn 
appalled  at  its  wickedness.  The  predictions  of 
its  enemies  have  been  verified  as  fully  as  were 
the  prophcciesof  Elisha  in  regard  to  the  future 
cruelties  of  the  Persian  minister. 

Then  we  all  admit  that  slavery  is  wrong,  and 
that  its  friends  linve  driven  the  country  to  unne- 
cessary war.  If  ihcy  made  war  once,  they  may 
make  it  again.  We  cannot  remove  anti-slavery 
convictions.  Therefore  the  restoration  of  slavery 
ia  a  ruslomtioii  of  political  strife.     History  will 


repeat  itself.  New  wars  will  come.  The  inno- 
cent will  suffer  again.  Shall  we  then  leave  sla- 
very to  fester  again  in  the  public  vitals?  Even 
its  foolish  fears  have  well-nigh  ruined  the  na- 
tion. They  have  sent  to  untimely  graves  thou- 
sands of  men,  yea,  hundreds  of  thousands.  They 
have  clothed  the  country  in  the  weeds  of  mourn- 
ing, and  inflicted  burdens  under  which  far  distant 
generations  must  toil  and  groan.  If  slavery  has 
committed  this  great  iniquity  once,  what  guar- 
antee can  it  give  of  future  forbearance  and  peace? 
It  has  none  to  give;  and  if  it  had  a  thousand  guar- 
antees, it  would  not  give  one.  The  friends  of 
slavery  staked  its  existence  upon  the  result  of  this 
rebellion.  If  rebellion  fails,  the  most  sanguine  of 
those  friends  expect  slavery  to  cease.  They  do 
not  thank  their  old  Democratic  associates  of  the 
North  for  this  clamor  which  demands  "  the  Union 
as  it  was,  the  Constitution  as  it  is."  They  would 
not  have  either.  If  so,  why  this  rebellion?  They 
had  them  both  before  it  commenced.  They  might 
have  had  them  to-day,  but  they  cast  them  aside, 
making  a  constitution  and  a  union  for  themselves, 
differing  from  the  old  only  in  that  it  builded  on 
slavery.  In  support  of  their  position  they  have 
staked  their  lives,  and  never  have  they  asked  for 
peace  on  any  terms  that  do  not  involve  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union. 

The  following  comment  of  the  Richmond  Whig 
on  the  recent  speech  of  Mr.  Voorhees,  of  In- 
diana, in  the  other  House  of  Congress,  1  know 
to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  secessionists  without 
exception.  I  desire  to  read  it  for  the  benefit  of 
my  northern  Democratic  friends: 

"  Yet  Mr.  Voorhees,  representing  those  who  claim  to 
be  the  '  peace  party'  of  the  North,  the  old  Democracy, 
the  peculiar  friends  of  the  South,  warns  us,  with  a  de- 
lightful simplicity,  not  J.o  look  forward  to  separation  and 
independence.  Hb  commences  by  saying  that  a  nation 
which  once  loses  its  liberty  never  regains  it.  He  proves 
that  the  Yankees  have  lost  their  liberty,  and  then  says  that 
the  next  presidential  election  will  put  an  end  to  war  and 
death,  and  bring  a  constitutional  union  of  the  States.  lie 
says  that  the  Constitution  is  overthrown;  that  justice  is 
annihilated;  that  the  guarantees  of  public  liberty  are  dis- 
regarded ;  that  the  Government  is  ruined  and  bankrupt; 
its  civil  agents  corrupt  and  wicked,  and  its  military  agents 
brutal  and  infamous.  And  he  amiably  invites  the  South 
to  participate  in  these  unequalcd  and  unparalleled  bless- 
ings. He  beckons  us  on  to  this  delightful  entertainment, 
assuring  us  that  in  the  cooperation  ofths  conservative  men 
of  the  North  we  liave  a  basis  of  perfect  security  for  our 
rights  and  Institutions.  It  would  really  seem  to  be  time 
that  these  '  dnnservativc  men'  had  abandoned  all  such 
puerile  delusions,  and  admitted  the  indisputable  fact  that 
the  South  is  fighting  lor  independence  of  the  Yankee 
Union,  and  that  what  they  call  our  rights  in  the  Union  are 
precisely  what  we  do  not  want.  It  is  time  they  understood 
that  we  have  waged  three  years  of  hitter  warlare,  that  we 
have  fought  a  hundred  hattles,  given  up  our  sons  and  our 
brothers  to  the  slaughter,  and  submitted  to  the  desolation 
of  ouF  homes,  the  devastation  of  our  fields,  and  the  bom- 
bardment of  our  cities,  not  by  any  means  that  the  end  of 
all  should  be  a  new  alliance  with  the  northern  Democracy, 
a  recurrence  to  the  intrigues  and  eorrnptions  of  the  old 
Unioni  It  is  time  that  they  saw  clearly  that  we  wish 
neither  a  repetition  of  the  liumiliating  partisan  alliances 
and  conflicts  of  the  past  nor  a  parljcipation  in  the  Yankee 
slavery  of  the  present.  We  have  got  happily  rid  of  the  one, 
and  we  are  determined  never  to  submit  to  the  other." 

That  is  the  sentiment  to-day  of  every  secession- 
ist in  the  South.  Whether  wc  shall  conquer  them 
or  not  is  another  question;  we  shall  not,  I  fear, 
unless  we  unite.  If  they  intended  this  war  in  de- 
fense of  sacred  rights  violated  by  us,  and  no  other 
redress  was  available,  they  are  justified  by  the 
teachings  of  human  liberty  in  this  work  of  rev- 
olution, and  the  Democracy  are  recreant  to  every 
principle  of  their  faith  so  long  as  they  refuse  them 
recognition.  If  the  Democracy  vote  inonoy  and 
men  to  continue  this  war  against  rebellion,  they 
either  admit  the  war  on  our  part  to  be  just,  or 
themselves  to  be  hypocrites  and  knaves.  If  the 
South  be  right,  every  blow  we  give  is  a  blow 
against  the  right,  and  we  are  but  burdening  our- 
selves with  debt  to  incur  the  contempt  of  poster- 
ity. If  the  South  be  wrong,  the  wrong  springs 
as  they  say  from  slavery.  They  themselves  give 
no  other  cause  for  their  withdrawal.  If  slavery 
be  not  antagonistic  to  our  institutions,  why  was  it 
not  safe  under  the  Constitution?  If  not  safe  be- 
fore the  war  it  cannot  be  safe  hereafter.  If  mere 
apprehension  of  attack  was  sufficient  in  times  of 
profound  peace  and  prosperity  to  drive  its  friends 
to  war  upon  their  Government,  the  now  quick- 
ened prejudices  against  it  will  render  them  still 
more  restless  and  uneasy  in  case  the  Union  with 
slavery  be  restored.  If  the  moral  conflict  proved 
to  be  unceasing  before  the  war,  it  will  be  truly 
irresistible  hereafter  if  slavery  remains.  Oppo- 
eitioii  to  slavery  will  die  when  slavery  itself  uies. 


It  will  not  die  sooner,  for,  slavery  being  a  wrong, 
the  moral  sentiments  are  in  constant  revolt  against 
it.  It  is  prejudicial  to  the  public  interests,  and 
therefore  considerations  of  public  good  condemn 
it.  A  majority  of  the  people,  whatever  Vnay  be 
the  fact,  believe  it  is  responsible  for  the  sufferings 
of  the  present  war,  and  the  desire  to  punish  it  as 
the  chief  architect  of  ruin  is  natural  enough.  In 
all  its  relations,  it  heretofore  conflicted  with  our 
ideas  of  justice.  It  now  stands  associated  with 
barbarity  and  all  uncharitablenesa.  Therefore, 
humanity  and  reason  and  instinct  tell  us  to  r«- 
ject  it. 

It  is  sometimes  said  the  Republican  party  ia 
dead,  and  the  Democracy  can  restore  peace  to  the 
country  by  bringing  back  the  old  regime.  As  an 
organization  the  Republican  party  may  be  dead, 
but  the  principle  of  anti-slavery  is  not  dead.  A 
deep  conviction  of  the  injustice  and  impolicy  of 
slavery  yet  lives.  That  conviction  is  now  stronger 
than  ever.  It  has  been  made  so  by  the  many 
crimes  recently  committed  in  the  name  of  the  in- 
stitution. In  my  honest  judgment,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, slavery  and  rebellion,  by  the  action  of  par- 
ties, by  the  course  of  events  which  none  of  us  can 
now  control,  have  become  so  closely  and  inti- 
mately allied  that  they  must  share  the  same  fate. 
If  the  rebellion  succeeds,  slavery  for  many  years 
may  be  a  cherished  institution  in  the  South.  If 
it  fails,  the  rebels  themselves  will  be  found  too 
honorable  to  ask  its  continuance.  If  my  positions, 
then,  be  correct,  the  following  propositions  are 
true:  first,  slavery,  being  detrimental  to  public 
and  private  interests,  anti-republican  in  its  tenden- 
cies, and  subversive  of  good  government,  should 
now  be  abolished;  second,  the  Constitution  as  it 
now  stands  confers  upon  Congress  no  power  to 
abolish  it;  and  third,  to  attain  the  ends  which  are 
essential  t6  the  establishmentand  maintenanceof 
peace,  a  change  in  the  Constitution,  the  peaceful 
and  effective  modeof  governmental  reform  wisely 
provided  by  our  ancestors  for  throwing  off  such 
evils  as  nowafilict  us  and  for  utilizing  the  experi- 
ence of  history  as  developed  in  national  progress, 
should  at  once  be  made. 

Our  ancestors  acknowledged  the  truth  when 
they  proclaimed  the  inalienable  right  of  liberty 
unto  all  men.  That  declaration  gave  them  liberty. 
It  fired  the  world  and  enlisted  the  sympathies  of 
civilization.  So  soon  as  they  obtained  it  for  them- 
selves, however,  the  false  counsels  of  expediency 
came  to  refuse  it  to  others.  When  the  test  of 
practical  government  was  to  be  applied,  they  were 
content  to  declare  in  the  preamble  of  the  Consti- 
tiitioh  one  of  its  objects  to  be  "  to  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty"  to  themselves  and  their  pos- 
terity. In  the  body  of  the  instrument  the  liberty 
of  the  African  is  not  secured.  His  return  to  sla- 
very is  enjoined.  In  this  contradiction  is  the  ele- 
ment of  strife.  Truth  and  error  cannot  be  recon- 
ciled. Right  and  wrong  cannot  dwell  together 
in  peace.  This  effort  to  reconcile  antagonisms 
was  vain.  It  first  brought  political  convulsions; 
it  then  brought  war.  In  the  kingdom  of  nature, 
volcanic  disturbances  follow  the  union  of  fire  and 
combustible  material.  From  various  causes  the 
disturbances  may  be  unfelt  for  many  years,  but 
eventually  they  return,  and  cease  not  till  the  ma- 
terial is  consumed.  This  thing  of  slavery  is  a 
heresy.  The  fire  of  truth  is  upon  it,  and  the  moral 
world  will  be  convulsed  until  it  is  consumed.  The 
strong  desire  for  peace  may  induce  some  new  con- 
cession in  its  favor.  This  might  smother  the 
flames  for  a  few  years.  Such  peace  would  not  be 
permanent.  In  process  of  time  our  cities  would 
again  be  blasted  by  its  upheavfngs;  our  fields 
again  scorched  by  its  burning  lava. 

Mr.  President,  the  country  may  not  yet  be  pre- 
pared for  the  announcement,  but  I  am  free  to  say 
but  two  alternatires  in  this  matter  present  them- 
selves to  my  mind.  There  are  but  two  sides  to 
the  question.  The  one  is  Union  without  slavery; 
the  other  is  the  immediate  and  unconditional  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  southern  confederacy.  To 
this  end  must  it  come  nt  last.  For  the  expression 
of  this  sentiment  I  shall  be  called  a  fanatic.  I 
cannot  help  it;  it  is  my  opinion,  and  it  is  my  duty 
to  say  it.  If  it  be  fanaticism,  it  is  only  that  spe- 
cies of  fanaticism  that  springs  from  conviction. 
It  results  not  from  anystidden  abhorrence  of  sla- 
very, for  I  have  been  in  its  midst  all  my  life.  It 
docs  not  spring  from  hatred  of  slaveholders,  for, 
whether  in  honor  or  shame,  I  am  n  slaveholder 
to-day. 
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It  may  bo  eaid  that  the  expression  of  such  sen- 
timeius  teiitla  to  weaken  the  Union  cause.  Siu-h 
is  not  my  opinion,  if  men  can  be  made  clisloynl 
by  the  overthrow  of  tilavcry  let  them  take  their 
position  i\t  once.  If  tiioy  intend  to  defend  the  in- 
stitution in  pre'ference  to  the  Union,  lelilbe  known. 
Tlie  alternative  will  come,  and  sucii  men  will  yet 
carry  reinforcements  to  the  enemy  before  the  war 
closes.  Tlie  alternative  cannot  be  avoided.  We 
cannot  save  the  infalitution  if  we  would.  We 
ought  not  if  we  could.  Tliereforc  let  tiie  elements 
of  opposition  at  once  combine  so  that  tlic  friends 
of  the  Union  may  determine  upon  the  best  course 
to  secure  peace.  If  those  elements  are  too  strong 
to  be  subdued  except  at  the  expense  of  our  own 
liberties  and  tiie  loss  of  every  good  for  which  the 
Government  was  established,  the  sooner  we  know 
the  fact  and  act  upon  it  the  better.  If  northern 
men  wish  any  longer  to  stand  as  sentinels  and 
guards  for  this  institution  of  slavery,  and  intend 
10  oppose  theGovernment  unless  it  be  protected, 
let  us  know  it.  If  it  become  evident  that  the 
friend.s  of  slavery  arc  strong  enough  in  this  coun- 
try to  resist  all  reasonable  efforts  to  subdue  them, 
I  ahull  act  upon  it.  lam  not  prepared  to  ruin  the 
country  in  a  vain  effort  to  do  what  cannot  be 
done.  Shall  this  war  go  on  forever.''  Isthiscom- 
iiion  cry  of  "  the  last  man  and  the  last  dollar" 
poetry,  patriotism,  or  braggadocio.'  Should  the 
war  go  on  until  the  public  debt  equals  the  entire 
wealth  of  the  country.'  Should  the  whole  capi- 
tal of  the  people  be  forced  into  Fedeial  securities, 
and  these  securities  made  the  basis  of  an  irre- 
deemable pnpercirculation  .•'  Should  itgo  on  until 
misery  broods  over  the  whole  land;  until  the  civil 
authorities  shall  become  impotent,  and  all  rights 
of  person  and  property  stand  at  the  mercy  of  mil- 
itary power.'  Should  ilgoonuntil  the  memliers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall 
owe  their  places  liere  to  the  bayonet  instead  of 
the  ballot-box;  until  they  become  as  contempti- 
ble as  the  Rump  Parliament  that  so  long  enacted 
the  bidding  of  military  usurpation  to  the  over- 
throw of  the  English  constitution,  to  be  finally 
expelled  from  place  by  the  power  they  had  so 
basely  served.'  Should  itgo  on  until  corruption 
and  fraud,  the  necessary  concomitants  of  civil 
war,  shall  have  crept  into  high  places  and  put  on 
the  garb  of  patriotism;  until  officers  become  so 
numerous  that  official  patronage  may  quarter  one 
half  of  the  people  upon  the  other  half,  and  give 
them  the  meunsofperpetuating  theirown  power.' 
Should  it  continue  until,  exhausted,  the  nation 
would  welcome  the  coming  of  a  Cromwell  or  a 
Bonaparte;  until  provost  marshals  with  military 
police  shall  be  stationed  at  every  village  in  the 
northern  Slates,  displacing  the  civil  authority, 
issuing  orders  for  governing  people  her(!lofore 
supposed  to  be  able  to  govern  themselves,  leach- 
ing how  God  .shall  be  wor.shiped,  prescribing 
new  and  strange  offenses,  and  punishing  them  by 
courts-martial.'  Should  it  continue  until  finan- 
cial ruin  bring.s  misery,  and  imisery  rushes  into 
anarchy,  when  no  hope  but  despotism  is  left.' 

Mr.  Picsident,  a  few  years  more  of  civil  war, 
and  the  outlines  of  this  picture  will  be  seen.  It 
cannot  be  otherwise.  It  is  the  necessary  result 
of  a  long  civil  strife.  Peace  parties  will  spring 
up;  the  war  party  will  denounce  them  as  traitors; 
the  publication  of  newspapers  will  be  suppressed, 
and  freedom  of  speech  denied;  mobs  will  retaliate; 
the  blunders  as  well  as  the  corruptions  of  the  war 
party  will  tend  to  strengthen  the  convictions  of 
the  peace  party;  the  period  being  one  of  violence 
each  parly  appeals  to  violence,  the  one  to  hold 
the  otiier  to  obtain  power;  the  ballot-box  be- 
comes a  mockery,  a  cheat;  instead  of  proclaim- 
ing the  voice  of  a  free  piople  it  speaks  the  huIj- 
dued  language  of  base  subserviency  or  the  bold 
tones  of  military  despotism. 

Such  ia  history.  W«  are  not  exempt  from  the 
passions  and  frailties  that  wove  this  web  of  his- 
tory for  others.  Party  pride,  blinded  vanity,  may 
think  so.  These  have  driven  many  naiiooii  from 
tlu!  enjoyment  of  liberty  to  the  profoundejii  depths 
of  tyranny.  To  prevent  this  state  of  ihingH.we 
arc  all  interested;  one  party  not  mtue  than  an- 
other, for  when  it  comes,  all  parties  will  snirer 
nlik<;.  When  the  Roman  legions  had  aubduc^d 
Carthage,  the  enemies  of  Hannibal,  who  in  f)arty 
biindneNS  had  compassed  his  defeat,  shared  the 
name  futt!  with  his  friends.  Party  revenge  may 
be  satisfied  when  political  enemies  come  to  griitf, 
fcut  (his  IS  nocompeiiHaiion  for  u  ruined  cuuiilry. 


When  anarchy  comes  we  are  overwhelmed  alike. 
The  Girondist  and  the  Jacobin  followed  each 
other  ill  rapid  succession  to  the  guillotine.  The 
Royalistand  the  Republican,  the  Presbyterian  and 
the  Leveler  sufiered  alike  when  party  divisions 
sacrificed  the  blessings  of  the  revolution,  and  es- 
tablished a  despotism  for  England  more  loath- 
some than  Charles  had  ever  proposed. 

In  this  moment  of  danger  let  all  parties  aban- 
don the  prejudices  of  the  past,  and  resolve  tofollovy 
the  dictates  of  right.  Whatever  establishes  jus^ 
tice  tends  to  restore  the  Union.     Whatever  per- 

E;tuates  wrong  will  continue  to  disturb  our  peace, 
et  us  unite  to  restore  the  Union,  and  if  that  be 
impracticable,  let  us  abandon  the  war.  The  Dem- 
ocratic party  in  its  better  days  was  strong.  It 
was  irresistible,  because  the  principles  it  professed 
were  right.  It  advocated  the  largest  liberty.  It 
was  a  party  of  progress.  If  our  Government 
should  ever  again  be  restored  to  be  permanent,  the 
]irinciples  that  gave  existence  originally  to  that 
party  cannot  be  disregarded — I  mean  the  princi- 
ples of  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  and  not  those  ac- 
cursed heresies  brought  in  to  it  by  renegade  Whigs, 
apostatized  Know-Nothings,  and  southern  sla- 
very fanatics  of  the  Yancey  school.  When  they 
came  into  it  they  changed  its  whote  character  as 
thoroughly  as  the  Goths  and  Vandals  changed  the 
face  of  southern  Europe.  It  was  they  who  brought 
feudalisin  into  the  parly.  Then  it  lost  its  language, 
and  soon  forgot  the  rituals  of  its  ancient  worship. 
During  the  administration  of  iVIr.  Buchanan  it  be- 
came too  corrupt  to  live  longer.  Upon  its  dissolu- 
tion, those  favored  leaders  who  had  fattened  upon 
public  plunder  during  the  last  daysof  its  success 
knew  their  conduct  liad  so  fardisgraced  the  party 
as  to  prevent  its  early  regeneration,  and,  like  alt 
selfish  and  unprincipled  men,  they  determined  to 
look  after  their  own  supposed  interests  without 
regard  to  the  public  good.  If  the  Union  were 
dissolved,  and  a  new  Government  established  af- 
ter years  of  bloodshed,  their  deeds,  deserving  eter- 
nal infamy,  would  necessarily  become  hallowed 
by  the  success  of  the  revolution.  Without  rebel- 
lion sustained  by  force  of  arms  the  acts  of  Floyd 
would  have  been  without  defenders.  He  who  has 
violated  the  law  has  but  to  overthrow  the  law  in 
order  to  avoid  punishment.  He  that  has  become 
infamous  has  only  to  induce  others  to  indorse  the 
deeds  that  led  to  his  infamy,  and  suddenly  the 
stain  is  removed. 

The  tendency  of  our  Government  now  is  to 
centralize  power,  to  destroy  the  powers  of  the 
States  and  make  a  nation  supreme  in  all  things. 
This  may  do  in  war,  but  if  tried  in  peace  it  will 
bring  war  again.  On  this  subject  the  Democratic 
party  is  right,  and  when  it  shall  cease  to  be  the 
advocate  of  African  slavery  its  zeal  in  behalf  of 
the  liberty  of  the  white  man  and  the  true  priiici- 
ples  of  Government  will  be  properly  appreciated. 
So  long  as  it  comes  to  minister  with  unclean  hands 
the  peo|)le  will  not  ci'tdit  the  sincerity  of  its  de- 
votions. Condemning  four  million  blacks  to  eter- 
nal servitude,  in  which  the  alphabet,  the  Bible, 
and  the  wages  of  labor  are  denied  them,  the  De- 
mocracy will  be  without  favor  and  shorn  of  all 
power  for  good. 

The  |ilan  now  proposed  to  get  rid  of  slavery 
should  be  without  objection  to  that  party.  It 
surely  is  not  unconstitutional  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution. If  adopted  by  the  requisite  number  of 
States  every  good  citizen  must  receive  it  as  the 
law.  The  larger  proportion  of  the  Union  men 
in  the  border  States  are  for  it.  Those  who  are 
opposed  to  it  will  at  once  acquiesce  because  it  is 
law.  The  Union  men  in  the  seceded  States  will 
be  rejoiced,  for  it  is  only  upon  an  anti-slavery 
platform  that  they  hope  for  ascendency  in  the 
State  governments.  It  will  save  the  people  of 
those  States  years  of  political  excitement  and 
party  feuds  that  would  end  in  emancipation  at 
last.  The  freedom  of  the  slave  is  "  the  logic  of 
events,"  and  no  party  can  withstand  its  irresisti- 
ble force.  No  party  ought  to  be  able  to  with- 
stand it. 

Mr.  President,  the  party  in  power  should  re- 
member the  past.  The  responsibility  of  the  pres- 
ent occasion  is  momentous.  Will  they  be  able 
to  save  the  Union,  and  if  so,  will  they  save  any- 
thing else  that  i.s  desirable.'  'rii(!SC  art;  plain  ques- 
tions, and  they  ought  to  be  discussed  in  all  can- 
dor. I  have  never  doubted  that  the  r(^bellion  could 
be  crushed  if  the  proper  rourso  of  j)olicy  were 
puruucd.     Bui  i  liuvc  always  feared  thul  when 


the  southern  leaders,  who  had  so  long  domineered 
over  the  minority,  left  these  Halls,  the  political 
pendulum  would  sweep  too  far  to  the  other  side. 
Every  wrong  had  been  previously  committed  in 
the  defense  of  slavery.  It  was  but  reasonable 
that  thereafter  some  wrongs  might  be  committed 
in  the  name  of  anti-slavery.  In  the  days  of  Louis 
XV  the  French  people  had  been  oppressed  in  the 
name  of  the  Church.  When  oppression  hud  been 
thrown  off,  tliey  not  only  sought  and  worshiped 
the  ashes  of  Voltaire,  but  mocked  the  embleins 
of  the  true  religion, 

I  once  before  stated,  and  I  now  repeat  lhe"opin- 
ion,  that  if  the  people  of  the  seceded  States  wero 
all  united  as  men  are  united  when  inspired  by  a 
just  cause,  when  urged  on  by  convictions  of  duly 
to  self,  to  country,  and  to  God,  they  could  never 
be  conquered.  History  furnishes  no  example  of 
such  a  thing,  and  I  saw  nospecial  reason  why  the 
general  current  of  exjierience  should  be  broken 
in  this  case.  I  thought,  however,  ihey  could  be 
conquered,  because  1  did  not  believe  they  were 
united.  The  aid  of  the  slaves  might  save  tliem, 
but  to  secure  that  aid  they  must  free  ihem,  and 
I  did  not  think  the  leaders  would  adopt  it.  Many 
of  the  southern  peofde  ihoughl  that  slavery  was 
wrong  and  wanted  it  removed;  many  were  indif- 
ferent as  to  the  fate  of  slavery  but  had  a  passion- 
ate regard  for  the  Union;  while  others  attached 
to  slavery  loved  the  Union  better  than  slavery, 
and  would  sacrifice  it  if  demanded.  No  one  of 
them  brought  complaint  of  wrong  against  the 
Government  itself.  The  violent  had  armed  them- 
selves, and  the  peaceful  had  to  submit.  In  tlio 
beginning  it  was  only  necessary  for  us  to  have 
armed  the  Union  mcn,slaveholdersand  non-slave- 
holders. To  do  so,  it  was  necessary  to  march 
armies  into  the  seceded  States.  Instead  of  do- 
ing so,  we  have  undertaken  to  surround  the  re- 
bellion with  a  long  and  attenuated  line  of  troops 
which  an  active  foe  has  often  cut  and  will  as  often 
cut  again.  The  Union  element,  protected  against 
violence,  would  have  snatched  their  State  organi- 
zations from  rebel  control  and  the  Union  would 
have  been  restored.  The  armies  of  the  loyal  jJ| 
States  might  have  returned  home  and  left  the  <^ 
loyal  men  in  the  seceded  States  to  crush  slavery 
and  treason  together.  This  plan  was  notadopted. 
Whether  it  ever  will  be  or  not  I  cannot  say.  It 
would  succeed  even  yet.  For  twelve  months  I 
once  labored  to  get  it  adopted  in  Arkansas,  and 
nearly  ruined  my  political  hopes  in  doing  so.  The 
success,  however,  of  the  movement  will  be  my 
vindication. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  expended  two  thou- 
sand millions  of  treasure;  we  uaily  expend  three 
millions  more.  The  daily  destruction  of  property 
well-nigh  equals  the  daily  expenditure,  thereby 
decreasing  our  means  of  payment  in  the  same 
ratio  in  which  the  burdens  of  indebtedness  are  in- 
creased. The  border  Stales  have  been  ravaged,- 
desolated,  and  now  their  population  is  flying  to 
the  wilderness  Territories  of  the  West  to  escape 
the  curses  of  what  wc  call  American  civilization. 
They  seek  peace,  in  order  that  when  all  else  has 
been  lost  the  future  rewards  of  labor  may  be  pre- 
served for  the  comfort  and  support  of  their  fami- 
lies. To  the  holy  purpose  of  restoring  the  Union 
we  havcgiven  a  million  of  lives, and  a  halfmillion 
brave  soldiers  now  stand  ready  to  add  their  blood 
to  the  sanguine  lake  that  knows  no  filling.  Re- 
bellion is  confronting  us  yet.  Is  it  weaker  than 
it  was.'  Public  opinion  says  yes.  Take  the 
newspaper  press  of  our  country  and  add  up  for 
yourselves  the  reported  desertions  of  rebel  troops 
for  the  last  two  years,  and  it  equals  the  original 
militia  strength  of  the  South.  The  same  authority 
tells  us  that  the  rebel  armies  are  in  a  slate  of  star- 
vation, and  in  the  same  column  repents  the  de- 
struction of  commissary  stores  on  the  outskirts 
of  rebeldom  suffieienl  to  subsist  their  armies  for  • 
three  months.  We  are  told  by  the  reports  of 
chief  (-ngine-ers  and  major  generals  in  command 
th.^fcforts  have  been  leveled  by  our  artillery,  have 
become  a  mass  of  shapeless  ruins  and  unavail- 
able for  defense.  These  forts,  for  six  months 
thereafter,  have  held  in  security  confederate  gar- 
risons, and  they  yet  frown  defiance  at  our  iron- 
clad navies. 

For  three  years  the  armies  of  the  rebellion  have 
defied  our  power.  In  April,  1861,  the  Executive 
and  his  advisers  thought  that  seventy-five  thou- 
sand men  could  suppress  the  outbreak  in  three 
monlliB.    In  July,  ItiCi,  the  CtHigress  sup|x>scd 
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that  five  hundred  thousand  men  would  soon  com- 
plete the  work.  With  an  army  of  many  hundreds 
of  thousands  now  in  the  field,  liie  same  authorities 
regard  it  necessary  to  add  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand more  to  our  present  force. 

Who  is  the  man  that  thinks  the  rebellion  weaker 
to-day  than  it  was  one,  H'o,  or  three  years  ago? 
It  is  easy  to  say  we  think  it  weaker.  Indeed,  it 
may  not  be  so  strong;  but  our  aciJons  give  no 
evidence  that  such  is  our  opinion,  if  deceiving 
others  be  excusable,  it  is  scarcely  so  to  deceive 
ourselves. 

In  the  mean  time  Congress  keeps  up  tlic  old 
theme,  devising  ways  and  means  to  cripple  sla- 
very. We  act  as  though  a  presidential  procla- 
mation against  slavery  would  end  the  rebellion. 
A  diseased  and-morbid  sentiment  on  the  subject 
has  spread  abroad.  We  want  something  done, 
after  which  no  doubt  remains  that  slavery  is  dead. 
Thisrestlessriess  leads  us  into  many  errors.  Some 
of  us  measure  the  capacity  of  officers  in  the  field, 
not  so  mucli  by  successful  strate^  against  the 
enemy  as  by  their  activity  in  freeing  slaves.  In 
our  eagerness  to  accomplish  an  end  we  lay  a  pre- 
cedent which  under  change  of  circumstances  may 
place  our  own  rights  at  the  mercy  of  military 
power.  An  illegal  proclamation  against  slavery 
comes  like  a  mantle  of  charity  to  cover  a  multi- 
tude of  faults.  It  is  as  the  waters  of  the  Jordan, 
washing  out  the  taint  of  leprosy.  He  who  is 
known  to  be  anti-slavery  may  drive  ten  thousand 
men  to  unavailing  slaughter.  The  country  la- 
ments the  dead,  but  honors  the  hero.  Why  not.' 
Caesar  lost  Dyrachium;  Hannibal  lost  Zama ; 
Napoleon  lostLeipsicand  Waterloo.  The  coun- 
try may  bleed,  but  the  heart  of  ourhero  is  right. 
He  that  is  thought  to  be  doubtful  upon  this  all- 
absorbing  question  is  under  constant  suspicion. 
Ten  nor  twenty  successful  battles  can  save  him. 
The  tale  of  an  idiot  against  him  is  believed.  We 
suspect  his  patriotism,  and 

"Trifles  light  as  afr, 
Arc,  to  llie  jealous,  confirmations  strong 
As  proof's  ot  holy  writ." 

When  pro-slavery  men  had  power  they  urged 
if)  defense  of  slaveholding  that  the  negro  could 
not  take  care  of  hirnself;  that  he  needed  a  guard- 
ian to  direct  liis  steps.  This  aigument  was  made 
in  face  of  the  fact  that  for  two  hundred  years  the 
negro  had  not  only  supported  himself  but  his 
master's  family.  Anti-slavery  men  then  insisted 
that  the  shackles  of  slavery  being  removed  the 
negro  would  secure  his  own  competency.  Noth- 
ing was  asked  but  his  fi-eedom,  that  he  might  be- 
come theartificer  of  his  own  fortune.  Tliat  free- 
dom is  now  given  to  thousands  at  a  period  when 
the  mere  ability  to  labor  is  riches.  He  who  will 
labor  now  seldom  needs  the  help  of  charity.  But 
many  of  our  anti-slavery  friends  have  forgotten  the 
good  sense  of  the  past,  and  demand  that  a  deple- 
ted Treasury  shall  furnish  i-ations  to  the  "poor  coii- 
ti-abands."  General  Banks  adopted  a  system  of 
labor  by  which  the  freedom  of  the  negro  might  be 
recognized,  his  wants  supplied  by  his  reasonable 
labor  and  thcTreasury  saved  from  a  burden  which 
would  soon  drive  Air.  Chase  to  the  desperation  of 
M.  Necker  in  the  management  of  French  finances. 
Suddenly  General  Banks  is  charged  with  apostasy 
to  the  cause  of  freedom.  If  he  had  fed  the  negroes 
from  the  public  commissariat  he  had  not  lost  his 
reputation.  The  .laudable  exertions  of  General 
Steele  recently  made  to  revive  Union  sentiment  in 
Arkansas  met  wifli  the  chaige  of  disloyalty  until 
the  I'esult  of  his  conduct  placed  its  wisdom  beyond 
dispute.  Party  spirit  is  relentless.  It  has  al- 
ways been  so.  It  cannot  now  be  exaclingexccpt 
at  tlte  expense  of  the  country.  Let  this  amend- 
ment be  adopted,  and  thereafter  let  the  negro  be 
treated  as  a  freeman.  I  insist  that  the  poor  white 
man  may  be  treated  with  the  same  consideration. 

When  the  amendment  has  been  adopted  this 
doctrine  of  State  suicide  and  territorial  reoignn- 
izalion  may  be  safely  abandoned.  The  motive 
for  such  legislation  i.s  to  be  found  in  the  jifjeat 
desire  to  which  I  have  alluded — to  get  rid  of  sla- 
very. Thi.s  determination  to  abolish  slavery  in 
some  vvay  constitutes  the  strongest  reason  for 
abolishing  it  legally  and  without  violence  to  other 
rights.  If  it  were  a  blessing  I,  for  one,  would  be 
for  defending  it  to  the  Inst.  '  It  is  a  curse,  and  not 
a  blessing.  I'herefore  let  it  go.  ^.  Some  anti-sla- 
very men  have  been  so  much  accustomed  to  rely 
upon  territorial  exclusion  for  the  ultimate  over- 
throw of  slavery  that  they  natuially  resort  to  it 


now.  The  difficulty  is  to.tcrritorialize  the  States. 
That  difficulty  may  be  removed  as  the  House  of 
Commons  in  England  once  removed  the  House 
of  Lords  as  a  part  of  the  Government — declare 
the  thing  done,  and  then  act  upon  it.  They  say 
that  the  ordinances  of  secession  are  void,  but  in- 
vest them  with  sufficient  validity  to  destroy  the 
State.  They  claim  that  our  Government  is  a 
Government  ofthe  people;  that  it  is  national,  and 
not  Federal,  each  individual  being  responsible  for 
his  own  treason,  and  yet  they  hold  the  State  in 
sorne  way  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  conspir- 
ators. They  call  the  rebels  traitors,  and  hold 
the  loyal  men  as  public  enemies  because  of  the 
company  they  are  forced  to  keep.  The  argu- 
ment admits  that  slavery  cannot  be  abolished  by 
Congress  in  a  State,  but  insists  that  it  can  be  in 
a  Territory.  The  trouble  is  over  when  the  State 
is  destroyed.  Let  us  see  the  absurdity  of  this 
position. 

New  Jersey,  I  see,  is  putting  herself  in  the  way 
of  the  public  good  by  confining  corporate  fran- 
chises to  but  few  railroad  companies  within  her 
limits.  The  Camden  and  Amboy  road  is  a  ino- 
nopoly.  Whether  Congress,  under  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce  between  the  States,  can  char- 
ter new  road  companies  in  a  State  may  be  ques- 
tioned, but  the  end  may  be  easily  accomplished 
in  another  way.  If  she  obstinately  persists  in 
sin,  let  others  build  a  road,  and  Congress  will 
call  it  a  military  road.  Once  a  inilitary  road,  al- 
ways a  military  road.  If  New  Jersey  complains, 
she  may  be  territorialized.  Why  not?  she  is 
nothing  but  a  disloyal  State,  anyhow.  Wh.o, 
then,  will  deny  to  Congress  the  power  to  charter 
a  road  over  the  public  domain?  Such  things  are 
now  said. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  desire  to  say  in  one  word 
that  the  declaration  that  New  Jersey  is  "a  dis- 
loyal State  anyhow,"  is  founded  in  .error  and 
not  in  truth. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  The  gentleman  will  un- 
derstand that  1  am  only  quoting;  my  language  is 
not  declaratory  of  the  fact,  but  I  am  using  it  to 
point  an  argument. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  It  was  hardly  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Setintor's  argument  thathe 
should  either  inferentially  or  in  any  other  way 
►slander  the  fair  fame  of  a  State  which  has  acted 
during  this  rebellion  as  nobly  as  any  other  State 
in  the  Union,  however  much  that  othcrState  may 
boast  of  its  loyalty. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  hope  my  fi-iend  will 
take  back  that  word  "  slander,"  because  really 
my  intention  wss  to  declare  that,  in  my  opinion. 
New  Jersey  is  a  loyal  State.  He  certainly  does 
not  understand  what  I  am  about.  I  believe  New 
Jersey  is  a  loyal  State.  I  cannot  believe  other- 
wise when  she  sends  the  Senator  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  here  to  represent  her. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  Of  course  I  withdraw  the 
observation  that  1  made,  on  the  disclaimer  of  the 
Senator,  but  I  understood  him  distinctly  to  de- 
clare that  New  Jersey  was  a  disloyal  State. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  The  Senator  misappre- 
hended me.  Let  us  see  more  of  this  absurdity. 
Sir,  when  slavery  has  been  put  aside  the  West 
will  take  control  of  the  Government.  The  cot- 
ton States  once  had  it;  the  East  now  has  it.  When 
the  tiiiie  comes,  why  not  pass  such  laws  as  will 
make  our  institutions  and  our  labor  systems  har- 
monious? Repeal  the  tariff,  and  make  war  with 
England  and  France.  There  is  no  trouble  in  this, 
for  we  can  certainly  whip  the  world.  Our  news- 
paper press  assures  us  it  can  be  easily  done.  Our 
politicians  tell  us  that  it  will  act  as  a  stimulant  in 
putting  down  the  rebellion.  The  sooner  then  we 
declare  the  war  the  better. 

We  have  to  assert  the  Monroe  doctrine,  too. 
Our  character  as  a  nation  depends  upon  it.  In 
1823  Mr.  Moiuoe  said  that  the  "American  con- 
tinents, by  the  free  and  independent  position  which 
they  have  assumed  and  maintained,  are  hence- 
forth not  to  be  considcMcd  subjects  for  future  col- 
onization by  any  European  Power."  A  Presi- 
dent of  ours  said  this,  and  the  American  people 
must  su[)]i()rt  their  Presidents.  To  prevent  France 
from  stealing  Texas,  we  stole  it  ourselVus,  and 
now  France  lias  a  much  better  chance  for  stealing 
it  than  ever.  Texas  is  willing  to  be  stolen.  We 
knew  in  ]H4G  thatsaiiK!  foreign  Power  would  in- 
vade Mexico  from  the  previous  mysterious  move- 
ments of  France  in  regard  to'l'exas.  To  prevent 
European  colonization  wu  asserted  the  Amtricun 


prerogative, and  colonized  alnrge  portion  of  Mex- 
ico ourselves.  We  took  more  territory,  however, 
than  we  could  colonize,  and  like  a  practical  peo- 
ple we  quarreled  over  the  jirivilege  of  taking 
stolen  men  into  what  I  was  about  to  call  a  stolen 
wilderness,  into  which  no  sane  man  would  have 
ever  taken  them,  until  we  lost  eleven  States  by 
secession,  four  of  them  being  of  the  original 
thirteen.  This  reminds  me  that  we  arc  quar- 
reling over  reeonstruGtion  before  the  States  are 
conquered.  France  finding"<liis  a  favoi'able  op- 
portunity, comes  again  to  attach  sufficient  real 
estate  to  satisfy  a  debt  of  $90,000,000.  To  this 
must  bo  added  the  costs  of  suit.  Mexico  is, 
therefore,  swallowed  up,  for  it  never  was  worth 
half  the  money.  But  money,  we  all  know,  never 
was  a  consideration  with  the  American  people; 
they  always  act  from  principle.  We  cannot  allow 
our  Mexican  cousins  to  be  sold  out  in  this  way. 
We  must  expel  the  Fi-ench  and  reinstate  Juarez 
or  Santa  Anna.  While  we  arc  doing  this  we  shall 
not  lose  exceeding  eight  or  ten  more  of  ourfii-es- 
entStatcs,  and  that  is  a  small  matter  when  weighed 
against  our  duty  to  principle.  Among  these  eight 
or  ton  States  finding  cause  of  complaint  from  a 
longand  destructive  war, we  shall  likely  find  New 
England.  The  war  of  1812  drove  her  into  the 
Hartford  Convention.  If  two  years  of  war  fol- 
lowing the  embargo  and  non -intercourse  acts  were 
sufficient  to  shake  her  loyalty,  ten  years  of  this 
new  war  to  be  waged  for  glory  alone  will  drive 
her  back  to  Hartford.  Flow  easy,  then,  to  terri- 
torialize thesa  six  little  States,  send  up  a  military 
governor  froin  Arkansas  or  Louisiana,  and,  so 
soon  as  the  people  may  be  safely  trusted,  read- 
mil  the  Territory  as  two  Stales  under  a  proposi- 
tion which  will  be  most  cheerfully  prepared  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Davis.]  If 
Kentucky,  however,  preferring  to  have  Louisville, 
Maysville,  and  Lexington  treated  as  Paducah  was 
recently  treated,  antl  her  loyal  men  expelled 
rather  than  be  defended  l)y  negroes,  shall  secede, 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  will  scarcely  fail  to  see 
the  importance  of  sudh  division. 

But,  Mr.  President,  in  all  seriousness  I  do  pi-o- 
tcst  against  this  indirect  way  of  accomplishing  an 
object  which  in  itself  may  be  good.  Ever  since 
I  have  been  in  the  Senate  we  have  acted  upon  the 
idea  that  the  States  arc  all  in  the  Union.  We  have 
carried  this  to  such  an  extent  that  we  refuse  to  do 
business  without  the  presence  of  thirty-six  Sen- 
ators, a  majority  of  all  if  the  Senate  were  full. 

Again,  I  insist  that  if  the  seceded  States  bejjut 
of  the  Union,  the  very  proposition  we  are  now 
considering  may  be  proposed  by  two  thirds  of  ii 
bare  majority  ofthe  metnbers  elected  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  may  be  ratified  by  eigh- 
teen States,  wliich  is  barely  a  majority  of  the 
whole.  Thus  the  Constitution  would  be  amended 
without  consulting  a  Slatirin  the  Union  to  be  af- 
fected by  it  or  the  citizen  of  any  such  Slate.  If 
they  are  in  the  Union  and  the  slavery  question 
shall  be  settled  by  constitutional  amendment, re- 
ceiving the  snnctior>  of  twenty-seven  States,  the 
question  will  be  settled  beyond  all  judicial  cavil, 
'i'he  public  rnind  v^ill  rest  in  the  conviction  that 
slavery  is  abolished.  To  abolish  it  in  any  other 
way  must  be  attended  with  doubts  of  its  legality. 
The  Democratic  party,  numbering  nearly  half  of 
the  northern  pe()ple,  do  not  believe  in  the  valid- 
ity of  the  President's  proclamation.  The  plan  of 
territorializing  the  States  would  meet  with  no  bet- 
ter fate.  To  consider  the  si'ceded  States  out  of 
the  Union  and  take  the  sanction  of  three  fourths 
ofthe  remainder  will  be  attacked  for  uiiconstitu- 
tionality. 

1  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  Slate  govern- 
ments in  the  seceded  Stales  have  ceased  to  exist, 
for  such  is  not  the  fact.  It  may  not  be  correct  to 
say  they  have  ceased  to  be  republican  in  form, 
simply  because  the  State  officers  are  not  swcu'ti 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
That  thci-e  ai-e  Stale  governments,  existing  gov- 
ernments whose  acts  inust  have  validity  now  and 
hereafter,  admits  of  no  doubt  in  my  mind.  If 
the  Union  should  be;  restoriMi, shall  we  declareall 
rights  accruediluriiigihe  rebellion  in  those  States 
IVn-feited  ?  Will  the  Feilertil  courts  reject  the  pro- 
bate of  a  will  because-  it  was  proved  and  recorded 
under  a  law  enacteil  after  secession  and  lieforo  res- 
toration? Will  the  laws  of  descent  enacted  by 
Legislatures  rejecting  allegiance  to  the  Union  be 
disregarded  ami  the  rights  of  inheritance  lost  ?  But 
to  make  thecaseatronger,  will  nolcontructa  made 
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under  such  legislation  be  upheld  by  our  courts? 
Shall  banking  companies  and  railroad  corpora- 
tions lose  their  franchises  and  lalcc  nonsuits  in 
cases  involving  their  rights,  simply  because  the 
acts  of  incorporation  may  iiave  been  passed  by  a 
Legislature  assembled  under  the  Richmond  gov- 
ernment? Will  notall  local  legislation  passed  by 
the  law-making  powers  of  the  respective  States  in 
rebellion  be  sulFered  to  reinain  on  their  statute- 
books,  and  even  be  recognized  by  us,  unless  it 
bIiouIc!  be  found  to  coutraveiie  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates?  The  same  would  be  true,  in- 
deed, if  the  Slates  had  never  seceded.  However 
loyal  they  might  be,  their  legislation  in  conflict 
with  the  Federal  Constitution  would  be  void. 

In  my  view  of  the  subject  the  act  of  secession 
is  void.  It  is  v»id  only  because  it  conflicts  with 
the  Constitution.  Acts  of  a  subsequent  date  are 
likewise  void  if  subject  to  the  same  objection; 
if  not  unconstitutional  they  are  valid.  One  un- 
constitutional act  cannot  destroy  a  government  for 
local  purposes.  Every  act,  I  admit,  passed  by 
the  State  with  a  view  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  southern  confederacy,  to  compel  the  citizen 
to  give  it  aid  and  support,  is  certainly  invalid. 
We  should  give  it  no  countenance.  But  lam  not 
prepared  to  say  in  such  cases  that  rights  of  third 
persons  already  acquired  in  the  enforcement  of 
such  legislation  should  be  disregarded  after  the 
restoration  of  peace.  So  far  as  the  legislative 
power  of  the  State  may  have  been  exercised  dur- 
ing the  rebellion  for  local  purposes  within  the 
bounds  of  its  limited  sovereignty  the  Federal 
courts  will  have  no  jurisdiction  to  interfere  with 
it.  Congress  cannot  repeal  it,  because  no  such 
power  is  given  in  the  Constitution.  Any  execu- 
tive interfeience  with  such  legislation  would  be 
simply  usurpation.  It  is  idle,  then,  to  declare  the 
State  dead,  for  it  notonly  lives,  but  lives  beyond 
our  control.  It  is  true  that  the  Constitution  di- 
rects that  the  officers  of  the  State  government  shall 
be  sworn  to  support  that  instrument.  Itmay  be 
urged  that  this  provision  was  intended  to  add  the 
obligations  of  an  oath  to  the  duties  of  the  citizen, 
to  insure  oflicial  action  in  hartnony  with  the  Con- 
stitution; that  the  failure  thus  to  be  sworn 
should  no  more  destroy  the  State governmentlhan 
the  passage  of  an  act  of  secession  by  a  legislative 
body  that  had  been  sworn.  In  either  case  it  would 
be  but  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  The  latter 
of  itself  is  much  worse  than  the  former,  for  in  that 
case  there  is  an  act  inflicting  an  injury;  in  the 
other  case  there  might  be  a  violation  or  disregard 
of  tlffi  Constitution  withoutinjury.  For  instance, 
the  legislative  body,  though  not  sworn,  may  pass 
no  act  in  conflict  with  the  supreme  law.  Their 
duty  as  citizens  may  bo  sufficient  to  constrain 
compliance  with  the  law.  Suppose  the  next  ad- 
ministration of  State  officers  in  New  York  should 
neglect  to  take  this  oath,  but  proceed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  theirdutics,  the  Legislature  enacting  no 
law  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution;  would 
that  constitute  a  reason  for  interference  by  the 
Federal  authorities  with  legislation  purely  of  a 
local  character? 

But  it  is  argued  that  the  United  States  shall 
guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  repub- 
lican form  ofgovortimcnt.  That  is  true;  but  I  hope 
this  war  may  not  be  justified  under  this  provision. 
The  definition  of  this  provision  may  be  that  the 
State  government  shall  be  one  in  which,  in  form 
at  least,  the  power  shall  be  lodged  in  the  people; 
agovernrncnt  not  monarchical  noraristocratic,  but 
a  democracy  cither  pure  or  representative  in  char- 
acter. If  there  are  two  governments  in  a  State, 
Congress  may  recognize  either  as  the  true  gov- 
ernment. Bolhmiglit  be  republican  in  form, and 
the  interference  would  not  be  to  change  the  one 
or  the  other,  but  could  only  arise  under  other  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution.  If  one  were  repub- 
lican in  form, and  the  otiier  were  not, the  former 
should  be  recognized. 

If  the  form  of  government  in  the  seceded  States 
were  republican  before  secession,  it  is  so  yet. 
Their  constitutions,  I  believe,  are  generally  un- 
changed, even  under  the  usurpation.  If  there  be 
any  change  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  ordinances  of 
secession,  which,  being  void,  could  work  no  valid 
change.  It  is  true  thai  the  revolutionists,  for  the 
time  being,  have  silenced  the  loyal  sentiment,  and 
tranjif»>rred  the  alligiance  of  the  seceded  Slates  to 
the  rebel  government  at  Richmond.  Ev(!!i  that 
gfovernment.whntcver  may  be  its  ultimate  drsigns, 
16  modeled  after  our  own.     The  people  elect  llieir 


rulers  in  the  same  manner  as  prescribed  in  our 
Government. 

When  rebellion  shall  have  been  suppressed  in 
the  respective  States,  the  constitutions  and  laws 
stand  ready  made  for  the  loyal  element  to  act. 
They  can  elect  the  members  of  Congress  who 
will  come  to  Washington  instead  of  going  to  Rich- 
mond. The  members  of  their  General  Assem- 
blies will  elect  Senators  who  will  come  and  take 
their  seals  in  this  Hall.  The  whole  machinery 
of  government  will  go  on  as  before.  The  Fed- 
eral Government  will  protect  the  loyal  element, 
and  punish  the  disturbers  of  the  public  peace  by 
taking  from  them  political  power.       "  • 

On  the  score  of  expediency  I  cannot  but  accept 
the  wisdom  of  this  policy.  There  is  a  natural 
pride  of  Slate  which  we  all  entertain,  exhibitions 
of  which  we  daily  see  in  Congress  and  elsewhere. 
To  retain  the  old  State  lines  and  the  State  govern- 
ments ns  far  as  possible  will  naturally  stimulate 
that  pride.  The  opposite  course  would  neces- 
sarily wound  it.  Again,  the  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  has  been  excluded  from  the  se- 
ceded States  for  three  years.  During  that  time 
some  sort  of  government  was  a  necessity,  and 
great  changes  have  taken  place  in  property  rights. 
Many  men  whb  are  now  sincerely  fprthe  Union, 
if  any  doubts  existed  as  to  the  stability  of  those 
rights,  would  hesitate  long  before  taking  action. 
To  return  to  the  Union  would  unsettle  rather  than 
confirm  rights.  It  might  produce  anarchy  where 
there  is  now  some  order  at  least.  To  accept  the 
present  condition  of  things,  as  far  as  can  be  done 
without  jeopardizing  future  peace,  to  disturb  as 
little  as  possible  the  status  brought  about  even 
in  the  absence  of  Federal  authority,  will,  in  my 
judgment,  smooth  the  road  to  restoration. 

But  I  am  at  once  answered  that  by  this  plan 
rebels  may  take  part  in  the  elections  and  vote  the 
Slate  out  again.  I  answer,  by  no  means,  if  Con- 
gress will  do  its  duty.  The  question  of  citizen- 
ship of  the  United  States  is  a  question  in  the 
discretion  of  Congress.  The  power  of  naturaliza- 
tion is  in  our  hands.  If  one  is  not  a  citizen,  the 
terms  of  his  citizenship  may  be  prescribed  by 
Congress.  The  rebels  were  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  The  question  is,  can  Congress,  in  the 
proper  exercise  of  its  powers,  take  away  that  cit- 
izenship; in  other  words,  "denationalize"  the  sub- 
ject? Whatever  doubts  may  have  formerly  ex- 
isted in  regard  to  the  right  of  "expatriation," 
jurists  everywhere  now  concede  the  right  with 
the  consent  of  the  sovereign.  The  American  doc- 
trine always  conceded  the  right.  If, then,  by  ex- 
patriation, the  sovereign  and  the  subject  both 
conseiuing,  the  rights  of  eitizenship  may  be  re- 
linquished, why  with  the  same  consent  can  he 
not  be  "denationalized?"  In  the  one  case  he 
leaves  the  country,  in  the  other  he  remains  in  it. 
In  bolh  cases  he  elects  to  withdraw  his  allegiance 
from  the  United  States  and  transfers  it  to  another 
power.  That  expressed  wish  on  the  part  of  the 
ciiizen,  coupled  with  the  consent  of  the  sovereign, 
is  sufficient,  whether  he  remain  in  the  country  or 
leave  it,  and  by  similar  reasoning  it  will  not  mat- 
ter whether  he  elects  to  transfer  his  allegiance  to 
a  government  de  jure  or  de  facto. 

Many  of  the  States,  perha[)s  all  of  theiVi,  have 
on  their  statute-books  laws  which  practically 
"  denationalize"  the  citizen,  so  far  as  concerns 
his  rights  under  those  States,  These  are  gen- 
erally laws  punishing  felony,  which  the  citizen 
voluntarily  commits.  Congress  has  passed  sim- 
ilar laws.  Our  statute  of  treason  disqualifies  from 
holding  office. 

Now,  it  is  a  fact  known  to  us  all  that  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  rebellion  the  constitution  of  each 
seceded  State  required  that  the  voter  should  not 
only  be  a  citizen  of  the  Slate,  but  also  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  If  this  provision  has  been  changed 
by  ordinance.-!  of  secession,  or  by  subsequent  at- 
temfUs  to  amend  the  constitution,  it  amounts  to 
)iothing,  for  such  acta  in  aid  of  the  rebellion,  I 
have  already  said,  are  void.  Then  the  State  re- 
mains there.  This  thing  we  call  the  State  I  ap- 
prehend does  not  consist  of  voters  alone.  It  may 
lie  viewed  in  a  civil  as  well  as  a  political  sense. 
The  wopien  and  children  of  Massachusetts  are 
a  part  of  the  State,  though  they  are  not  votera, 
Massachusetts  may  further  restrict  the  elective 
friuichise,  attaching  a  property  qualification,  and 
those  excluded  would  be  a  part  of  the  State,  en- 
titled to  representation  in  Congress,  but  without 
jfulilicul  iiilluuncc. 


Now,  cannot  Congress  under  these  principles 
legally  and  constitutionally  remove  all  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  reconstruction?  A  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  South  have  thrown  off  their  allegi- 
ance. They  have  elected  to  withdraw  their  rights 
as  citizens  under  the  United  States.  Why  can 
we  notconsentto  that  forfeiture?  They  certainly 
'will  have  no  right  to  complain.  It  is  their  own 
choice.  It  will  be  observed  that  we  have  not  yet 
given  that  consent.  We  have  not  undertaken  to 
separate  the  traitor  from  the  loyal  man.  The 
President  from  mere  necessity  has  undertaken 
it,  but  he  certainly  has  no  power  to  "  denational- 
ize,"and  hence  those  conflicts  at  the  polls  between 
the  citizens  and  the  military.  Those  conflicts 
will  go  on  until  Congress  shall  separate  the  true 
citizens  from  the  inhabitants,  the  mere  denizens 
or  denationalized  traitors.  He  who  has  volunta- 
rily taken  up  arms  against  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  persists  in  withholding  his  allegiance, 
asserting  that  it  is  legally  transferred  to  another 
power,  should  not  exercise  the  right  of  voting. 
He  should  be  stripped  of  the  privileges  of  citizen- 
ship under  our  Government.  This  is  but  just, 
and  the  rebel  himself  will  so  recognize  it.  He 
ought  to  be  denationalized,  and  so  remain  until 
Congress  shall  see  fit  to  enfranchise  him,  in  other 
words  to  naturalize  him.  It  is  the  supremest  folly 
to  assert  the  right  to  put  down  rebellion  in  a  State, 
whatever  be  the  numbers  engaged  in  it,  if  we  allow 
the  traitors  to  usurp  the  civil  government. 

If  these  positions  be  correct,  why  cannot  Con- 
gress apply  the  needed  remedy?  If  we  can  con- 
sent to  this  forfeitureof  citizenship  on  the  part  of 
the  rebels,  we  can  adopt  the  measures  necessary 
to  ascertain  who  they  are.  Then  why  not  pass 
a  registration  law  requiring  all  persons  in  the  se- 
ceded States  within  a  given  period  (the  time  may 
be  different,  as  circumstances  demand,  in  the  re- 
spective States)  to  come  forward  and  file  with 
commissioners  an  oath  of  allegiance  or  loyalty  to 
the  United  States?  Those  who  do  so,  and  who 
are  voters  under  the  State  constitutions  as  they 
existed  when  secession  took  place,  are  the  polit- 
ical power  of  the  State.  They  who  refuse  may 
be  "denationalized."  They  lose  their  citizenship 
at  their  own  instance.  They  have  asked  to  with- 
draw theirallegiance.  The  Governmentconsenta. 
The  State  constitution  under  which  they  live  re- 
quires that  they  shall  be  citizens  of  the' United 
States  before  exercising  the  elective  franchise. 
They  therefore  cease  to  be  voters.  The  adop- 
tion of  this  simple  rule  would  have  saved  all  elec- 
tion trouble  in  Maryland,  Missouri,  and  Ken- 
tucky. It  will  save  much  blood  in  the  future. 
The  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  coming  presi- 
dential election  may  depend  upon  this  action  of 
Congress. 

But  at  this  point  it  will  be  objected  that  these 
rebel  Slates  in  this  manner  will  get  back  into  the 
Union  with  full  political  power  in  Congress  and 
in  the  selection  of  a  President.  It  is  already  urged 
that  this  plan  of  reconstruction  is  anti-republican, 
that  it  enables  the  few  in  the  State  to  control  the 
many.  Has  not  this  always  been  the  case  in  the 
States?  New  York  has  a  population  of  near  four 
millions.  We  say  suff'rage  there  is  unrestricted. 
How  many  voters  are  there?  A  little  over  half 
a  million.  Missouri  hasapopulation  of  one  mil- 
lion one  hundred  thousand.  Its  voting  popula- 
tion has  never  exceeded  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  thousand.  Of  the  others  some  are  citizens, 
some  are  not.  New  York  may  adopt  a  property 
qualification  which  will  disfranchise  half  of  her 
present  voters.  So  may  Massachusetts.  So  may 
Rhode  Island.  Can  Congress  object?  Their  do- 
ing so  would  not  lessen  their  political  power  here 
Representation  is  not  based  on  the  voting  popula- 
tion, not  on  political  strength,  but  on  the  strength 
of  the  society,  "  on  their  re.'<poctive  numbers, 
which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole 
number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to 
service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians 
not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  nil  other  persons." 
What  matters  it  to  us  if  the  voting  strength  be 
great  or  small  ?  The  numbers  are  there.  We 
can  tax  those  numbers.  We  can  make  them  bear 
arms  in  defense  of  the  country.  They  are  an  ele- 
ment of  strength  in  every  other  respect  except  in 
the  use  of  political  power.  In  that  they  have 
been  an  element  of  weakness  to  us.  This  power 
being  legally  tatfen  nwiiy,  tlu;  State  remains  in  its 
full  vigor,  retaining  its  fiolilical  influence  in  the 
Federal   Government,  ns  Massachusetts  would 


1864, 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1465 


retain  hers  after  limiting  the  political  power  to  one 
fourth  of  her  present  voting  population. 

But  I  have  not  time  nor  inclination  to  pursue 
this  subject  further.  I  ha/e  perhaps  said  enough. 
Let  this  amendment  be  adopted, and  let  slavery  agi- 
tation, with  all  its  errors  and  its  consequent  curses 
to  the  country,  cease.  Thatagitation  has  brought 
upon  us  untold  miseries.  It  has  given  us  a  war 
which  we  cannot  bear  to  have  repeated.  It  may 
be  that  the  money  to  be  expended  by  us  must 
equal  the  amount  wrung  from  the  sinews  of  the 
slave;  it  may  be  that  the  anguish  and  tears  of  this 
war  must  equal  the  anguish  and  tears  of  the  Af- 
rican in  his  long  captivity.  If  the  measure  of  our 
iniquity  was  full,  let  us  hope  the  measure  of  our 
retribution  is  also  full.  Let  the  iniquity  be  cast 
away.  The  cup  of  misery  may  be  at  once  with- 
drawn. It  can  be  no  worse.  I  confess  I  see  no 
probability  of  restoring  the  Union  with  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery  remaining.  1  wish  the  Union 
restored,  but  I  confess  also  I  do  not  desire  the 

Eerpetuation  of  slavery.  I  will  not  be  intimidated 
y  the  fears  of  negro  equality.  The  negro  may 
possess  mental  qualities  entitling  him  to  a  position 
beyond  our  present  belief.  If  so,  I  shall  put  no 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  his  elevation.  There  is 
nothing  in  me  that  despises  merit  or  envies  its 
rewards.  Whether  he  shall  be  a  citizen  of  any 
one  of  the  States  is  a  question  for  that  State  to 
determine.  If  New  York  or  Massachusetts  or 
Louisiana  shall  confer  on  him  the  elective  fran- 
chise, it  is  a  matter  of  policy  with  which  I  have 
nothing  to  do.  The  qualification  of  voters  for 
members  of  Congress  is  a  question  under  the  exr 
elusive  control  of  the  respective  States.  What- 
ever qualifications  are  prescribed  by  the  States 
forelectorsof  the  lower  branch  of  the  State  Legis- 
latures, the  same  are  constitutionally  prescribed 
for  electors  of  members  of  Congress.  Senators 
are  chosen  by  the  State  Legislatures,  and  the 
people  of  each  State  determine  the  qualifications 
of  voters  for  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 
The  manner  of  choosing  presidential  electors  is 
left  to  the  Legislatures  of  tne  States.  So  in  pass- 
ing this  amendment  we  do  not  confer  upon  the 
negro  the  right  to  vote.  We  give  him  no  right  ex- 
cept hia  freedom,  and  leave  the  rest  to  the  States. 
.  I  will  not  be  deterred  from  doing  an  actof  sim- 
ple justice  from  fear  of  the  consequences.  It  is 
impossible  that  great  evil  should  spring  from  .such 
acts  of  justice.  We  may  not  be  able  now  to  solve 
the  many  problems  that  universal  emancipation 
may  present.  No  more  can  we  solve  the  very 
difficult  one  presented  by  slavery  in  this  war. 
The  evils  of  amalgamation  and  consequent  dete- 
rioration of  race  are  often  presented  as  insuper- 
able objections  to  the  proposed  amendment.  Such 
evils  may  be  great,  but  unless  it  be  certain  that 
the  freedom- of  the  slave  will  increase  these  evils, 
no  such  objection  can  be  well  sustained;  but  if 
that  fact  were  certain,  it  must  yet  be  settled  that 
these  evils  will  be  greater  than  those  of  this  cause- 
less and  bloody  rebellion.  When  the  miscegen 
race  shall  bring  civil  war  of  three  years  duration 
upon  the  country,  I  for  one  shall  be  willing  to 
prohibit  amalgamation  by  law  or  constitutional 
amendment.  Until  then  I  shall  disregard  any  such 
objections. 

Hoping,  Mr.  President,  that  this  measure  may, 
in  the  providenceof  God,  bring  about  the  speedy 
reunion  of  a  dissevered  and  bleeding  country; 
that  it  may  lay  the  foundations  of  a  lasting  peace, 
upon  which  national  freedom  maybe  built  in  na- 
tional strength;  and  that  it  may  prove  to  be  the 
era  in  our  history  from  which  to  date  the  begin- 
.  ning  of  a  "  more  perfect  Union" — a  Union  ce- 
mented in  the  affections  of  the  people — I  leave  it 
with  Congress  and  the  States. 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  is  nearly  four  o'clock, and 
I  think  it  desirable  to  have  an  executive  session 
to-night. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Before  my  colleague  moves 
that  the  Senate  go  into  executive  session,  I  should 
like  to  say  a  word.  It  will  be  remembered  by 
the  Senate  that  I  have  made  more  than  one  prop- 
osition bearing  on  this  subject,  which  are  now  on 
the  table  of  the  Senate.  I  had  no  purpose  at  first 
to  take  any  part  in  the  debate  more  than  simply 
to  move  the  amendments  of  which  I  have  already 
given  notice;  but  as  the  debate  has  gone  on,  its 
interest  has  increased,  and  I  confess  a  desire  to  be 
heard  upon  it  before  it  closes.  I  would  rather 
not  go  on  this  afternoon,  and, as  I  understand  my 
colleague  has  business  which  he  wishes  to  call 


up  in  executive  session,  I  content  myself  with  ex- 
pressing my  personal  desire  to  go  on  to-morrow 
at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances I  should  not  object  to  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator having  another  day  in  which  to  take  part  in 
this  discussion;  but  we  all  know  that  on  the  fruit- 
ful topic  which  has  been  discussed  upon  this  joint 
resolution,  it  is  very  easy  for  a  gentleman  who 
has  a  speech  that  he  desires  to  deliver  to  deliver 
it  on  some  other  occasion.  The  occasion  will  not 
be  lost.  I  feel,  for  one,  after  all  that  has  occurred 
in  the  Senate  on  this  subject  and  the  part  taken 
by  the  friends  of  this  measure — and  iti  that  I  be- 
lieve my  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts 
joined — that  it  is  wiser  for  us  to  close  this  matter 
to-night. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Before  that  motion  is  put, 
I  wish  to  say  that  individually  1  should  certainly 
be  very  glad  to  accommodate  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  personally,  but  I  shall  be  governed 
by  the  vote  of  the  Senate.  In  theposition  which 
I  occupy,  having  pressed  this  matter  on  the  Sen- 
ate, I  cannot  myself  vote  to  lay  it  over  in  this 
way  from  day  to  day.  If,  however,  the  Senate 
think  proper  to  do  so,  I  must  acquiesce  in  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent 
a  vote  to-morrow,  so  far  as  I  can  see. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  is  nothing  so  far 
as  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  knows.  There 
was  nothing  to  prevent  a  vote  the  day  before 
yesterday  so  far  as  I  knew.  There  was  nothing 
yesterday  to  prevent  our  getting  a  vote  that  I 
knew  of;  but  still,  when  the  evening  came,  some 
one  desired  to  speak.  I  was  not  aware  the  day 
before  yesterday  that  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts desii-ed  to  speak,  and  it  seems  he  did  not 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  did  not. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Probably  his  speech  may 
draw  out  others  to-morrow;  I  do  not  know.  I 
have  no  personal  feeling  about  the  matter.  If 
the  Senate  think  proper  to  suffer  the  resolution 
to  go  over,  very  well. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  who  makes  this  motion,  allow 
me  to  offer  a  resolution  which  I  shall  desire  to 
call  up  to-morrow  morning?  I  do  not  wish  to 
say  a  word  on  it  now,  but  to  offer  it  and  give 
notice  that  I  will  call  it  up  in  the  morning  for 
consideration. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  requires 
unanimous  consent  to  receive  a  resolution  now. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  understand  objection  is  made 
to  taking  up  anything  else  until  we  settle  the 
point  of  going  into  executive  session,  and  then 
it  will  be  easy  enough  for  the  Senator  to  offer  his 
resolution. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Wilson's  mo- 
tion, there  were,  on  a  division — ayes  16,  noes  13; 
no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  and  Mr.  FESSENDEN 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  they  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  hope  we  shall  extend  to 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  the  usual  court- 
esy of  availing  himself  of  this  occasion  to  express 
his  vievi's  on  this  most  important  measure.  1 
confess  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  pressing 
this  matter  so  warmly  through  tlie  Senate.  It 
will  certainly  pass,  I  have  no  doubt, and  for  one, 
I  confess,  I  am  anxious  to  heat  all  that  can  be  said 
and  all  that  gentlemen  desire  to  say  on  this  most 
important  subject.  I  hope  the  utmost  liberty  of 
debate  will  therefore  be  granted.  I  know  very 
well  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has 
hntl  many  important  engagements  on  his  hands 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  it  is  probable  that, 
like  many  of  the  rest  of  us,  he  has  not  had  time 
thus  far  sufficiently  to  prepare  himself  to  ad- 
dress the  Senate  on  this  subject.  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  extend  him  this  courtesy. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  shoulcl  like  simply  to 
understand  from  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  go  on  now. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  like  to  throw  myself 
on  the  Senate;  but  I  should  not  have  made  the 
suggestion  if,  upon  the  whole,  I  had  felt  that  it 
would  be  convenient  for  nio  to  go  on  to-night. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  that  if  the  Senator 
desires  to  speak  generally  on  the  proposition,  he 
will  have  an  opportunity  at  some  convenient  time 


undoubtedly  to  speak  on  this  or  a  kindred  meas- 
ure when  he  can  discuss  the  general  subject.  It 
is  very  important,  as  the  Senator  from  Maine 
properly  said  the  other  day,  that  certain  bills  now 
pendii^  should  be  acted  on.  If  we  postpone  this 
subject,  it  will  come  up  again  to-morrow,  and  per- 
haps not  be  concluded  to-morrow.  The  Senator 
had  the  floor  this  morning,  I  think, at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  beg  the  Senator's  pardon: 
the  floor  belonged  to  the  Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  feel  for  one  that  on  oiir  * 
side  of  the  Chamber,  with  those  who  favor  this 
measure,  there  has  been  expressed  on  several  oc- 
casions a  strongdisposilion  to  bring  the  question 
to  a  close  and  to  a  vote,  and  I  think  that  when 
those  who  favor  the  measure  have  so  earnestly 
pressed  it,  as  it  has  been  pressed  by  this  side  of 
the  Chamber,  and  pressed  particularly  on  those 
who  oppose  the  measure,  with  the  expectation 
and  determination  of  bringing  it  to  a  vote,  those 
who  favor  the  measure  ought  not  to  ask  to  have 
it  further  postponed  for  the  purpose  of  speech- 
making.  Yesterday  I  consented  for  one  that  it 
should  then  be  postponed  and  not  brought  to  a 
vote  yesterday,  because  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, who  introduced  the  original  proposition 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee,  and  which 
was  reported  upon  by  the  committee,  had  been 
sick  and  confined  to  his  room  for  several  days, 
and  therefore  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  go  on 
yesterday.  But  my  honorable  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, who  is  almost  always  ready  to  speak 
on  these  important  occasions,  can  certainly  ex- 
press his  views  upon  the  great  question  of  sla- 
very on  various  other  measures  that  are  pending, 
and  I  do  not  feel  that  I  am  wanting  in  courtesy 
to  him  when  I  say  that  for  one  1  feel  as  if  we 
ought  to  come  to  a  vote  on  this  question  to-night. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
ia  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Wilson]  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  28,  nays  12;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Biickalew,  Collaraer, 
Coniiesa,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Foot,  Hale,  Harlan,  Har- 
ris, Hendricks,  Howard,  Howe,  Jolinson,  Morgan,  Ponie- 
roy,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Riddle,  Saiilsbiiry,  Sprague,  Sumner, 
Vail  Winkle,  Wade,  Willey,and  Wilson— 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clark,  Doolittle,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hard- 
ing, Henderson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Ncs- 
mith,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  and  Trumbull — 12. 

So  he  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRAYERS  OP  THE  CHAPLAIN. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Before  the  doors  ara 
closed  I  wish  to  offer  a  resolution,  and  to  give  no- 
tice that  I  shall  call  it  up  to-morrow  morning. 

The  PRESIDINGOFFICER.  The  Chair  will 
receive  it,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  resolution, 
but  before  concluding  it  Mr.  Howard  rose. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  reading 
will  be  suspended. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  rise  toaquestion  of  order. 
I  supposed  we  were  in  executive  session. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  resolution 
can  only  be  received  by  unanimous  consent  while 
the  doors  arfe  being  closed. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Nobody  objected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  'Nobody  ob- 
jected to  it  at  the  time  it  was  offered;  but  it  had 
not  then  been  read  for  information.  It  should  be 
first  read  for  information,  so  that  Senators  may 
know  what  it  is,  and  a  Senator  rises  to  object  when 
he  learns  the  character  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Let  us  hear  it  all. 

Mr.  HOWARD.     What  is  it?    A  resolution? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  A  resolution 
which  the  Senator  from  Delaware  proposes  to  sub- 
mit. 

Mr.  WILSON,  Mr.  FESSENDEN,andother8. 
Let  it  be  read  through. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Judging  from  certain  pas- 
sages in  it,.it  strikes  me  to  be  a  thing  not  fit  to  be 
received. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Is  there  any 
objection  to  the  rending  of  the  resolution  ?  The 
Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  the  resolution  will 
be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Resolrcit,  That  the  Chaplain  of  the  Senate  bo  respect- 
fully requested  hereafter  lo  pray  toand  supplienfc  Alniijihty 
God  In  our  behalf,  and  not  to  lecture  Uini,  inform  llun 
what  to  do,  or  slate  to  Uim,undKr  pietensc  of  prayer,  liU 
(tlic  said  Chaplain's)  opinionin  rufurciice  to  Ili:i  duty  as 
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file  Aliniglity;  aTiil  thai  llio  said  Cliaplaiii  !)C  riirtlier  rc- 
qiiosicd  as  aioresaid  not,  under  the  fdriii  of  prayer,  tn  Wc- 
luri- the  Senate  in  nlatioii  to  qiiestions  htCorc  llie  body. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Is  thei-e  any 
ol)ifciioii  to  tho  rcccpiioM  of  tlic  resolulion  ? 

iNlr.  HOWARD.     I  ol>joct. 

Tlie  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Objection  bc- 
infj  made,  the  ii'.soliiiioii  c(\i>iiol  i>owbe  fcceived. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.     Then   1  give  notice  iliitt 
.1  shall  offer  it  to-morrow  morning.     A  minister 
(if  the  gospel  should  not  make  use  of  hi?  office 
to 

["Order!"] 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  object  to  the  resolution;  it 
ia  unworiliy  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  whole 
matter  is  out  of  order  at  the  present  time.  The 
resolulion  is  not  received. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

The  doors  were  closed;  and  after  some  time 
spent  in  executive  session,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened, and  the  Scimte  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  Jlpril  7,  1SG4. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Changing. 
TheJournal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

MESSKNGEIl  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 
Mr.  WHALEY  asked  unaninnous  consent  to 
introduce  the  following  resolution: 

Rcaolicd,  That  the  Cnniinittce  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
requested  to  ini)uiri!  into  the  propriety  of  increa.sing  the 
pay  of  the  President's  messenger  to  $1,200  per  annum,  and 
lliut  lliey  report  Iiy  liill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.     I  feel  compelled  to  object. 
POST  OFFICE  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  assign  Friday  of  next  week,  after 
the  morning  hour,  to  the  consideration  of  Post 
Office  business  from  the  Post  Office  Committee. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  request  was 
granted. 

Mr.  ALLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  Friday  of  next  week  was  set  apart  for  the 
consideration  of  Post  Office  business,  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  rnoiion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RAILHOAD  IN  MICUIGAN. 

Mr.  ENGLISH,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  extending  the  time  for  the  completion 
of  the  H<iy  dc  Noqnet  and  Marquette  railroad, 
and  the  Marquette  and  Ontotiagon  railroad  of  the 
State  of  Michigan;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  EiN'GLISH  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
la.<?t  tnki'n,  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  tabic. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  DISMISSED. 

Mr.  GARFIELD  asked  unanimous  consent  to 
introduce  the  following  resolulion: 

llc^olvcil,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  hi- requested  to  in- 
form this  House  liow  many  coniinlssioned  oflifcr.-i  liave 
been  dismissed  from  llie  military  perviec;  of  tlic  United 
.States  by  aulhoriiy  of  the  Presi'denl,  wilhont  a  trial  hy 
cimrt-in.irlial,  sinci.'  the  hi:;;innin^  of  llie  present  war,  and 
liow  many  such  dismissals  have  bi;en  revoked. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  hope  my  colleague  will 
modify  his  ri'.srilmiiiii  so  a.s  to  include  the  name.s. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  will  modify  the  amend- 
ment so  tlnit  it  will  road,  "the  number,  names, 
and  raiik,"&c.      I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  1  move  to  aniciul  by  in- 
serting the  words  "if  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest." 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  will  state  that  I  was  in- 
structed by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to 
introduce  this  resolution.  A  bill  recently  pan.sed 
this  Hoinie,  not  yet  bttcnme  a  law,  taking  away 
from  tin;  President  of  the  United  SuiIch  tin'  power 
of  summary  dismissal  without  trial  by  a  court- 
martial,  and  as  a  communication  has  been  sent  to 
one  brancli  of  Congres.s  from  the  Executive  De- 
partment in  regard  lo  the  bill,  it  seemed  only  ju.st 
10  the  Military  Cominitieo  that  lli<:  fads  in  rela- 
tion to  this  bill  .should  be  liefore  the  House,  il 
io  for  that  reasun  that  the  cominiltcc  desires  ihc 
|)dr<8ugc  of  liiis  resolution. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  upon  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.^  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
made  the  motion,  but  the  Cliair  did  not  entertain 
it  until  aftej- the  previous  question  was  demanded. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  matter  got  somewhat 
tangled  up,  and  the  Chair  was  trying  to  straighten 
it  out.  The  Chair  thinks  the  amendment  is  in 
order. 

The' previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered,  being  first  upon  Mr. 
Spalding's  amendment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  hope  that  will  not  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  hope  not. 

Mr.  Spalding's  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  GARFIELD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CORRECTION  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
privilege.  On  Monday  last,  a  resolution  in  rela- 
'tion  to  Mexican  affairs  was  reported  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis]  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  1  voted  in  the 
affirmative  upon  that  resolution,  but  my  name  is 
omitted  from  the  Journal.  If  it  be  in  order,  I  de- 
sire that  my  name  may  be  recorded. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman's  name  will 
be  recorded,  as  the  House  gave  consent  yesterday 
to  any  gentleman  who  was  absent,  even,  to  record 
his  vote  on  that  questioii. 

RAILROAD  TO  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  BEAMAN  called  for  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

The  House  resumed,  as  the  regular  ordcrof  bus- 
iness, the  consideration  of  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  307) 
to  declare  certain  roads  military  roads  and  post 
roads,  and  to  fcgulate  commerce,  upon  which  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Woodbridge]  was 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  I 
shall  not  detain  the  House  a  great  while  in  sub- 
milling  the  observations  which  I  deem  it  proper  to 
make  on  the  mailer  under  consideration.  There 
are  but  two  inquiries  involved.  The  first  is,  has 
Congress  ihc  constitutional  power  to  declare  the 
Delaware  and  Raritan  railroad  a  lawful  structure 
and  public  highway  of  the  United  States.''  And  the 
second  is,  is  it  expedient  to  do  so.'  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Sweat]  that  in 
considering  this  subject  we  should  divest  our- 
selves of  all  political  and  parly  prejudices.  Ido 
not  know  nor  care  v/hal  effect  the  |)assage  or  de- 
feat of  the  bill  may  have  upon  the  political  con- 
dition of  New  Jersey.  As  an  individual  I  deem 
its  present  condition  as  bad  as  it  can  be,  and 
judging  from  the  resolutions  which  have  passed 
her  political  conventions,  I  fear  that  her  day  of 
grace  is  sinned  away  and  her  repentance  scarcely 
to  be  hoped  for. 

1  liad  not  supposed,  when  this  bill  came  before 
the  House  for  consideration,  that  the  question  of 
the  |)ower  of  Congress  would  be  seriously  doubled. 
The  dccisiinis  respecting  similar  questions  have 
been  collected  in  the  able  report  of  your  commit- 
tee, and  ihey  have  been  accurately  staled. 

The  power  of  Congress,  sir,  rests  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  enabling  it  to  reg- 
ulate commerce  alnong  the  Slates,  to  establish 
post  routes,  and  to  provide  for  the  tiiilitary  eslab- 
li.shment  of  the  Government.  Under  one  or  all 
of  those  enumerated  power.s  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion,  after  candid  consideration,  unbiased 
and  unprejudiced,  that  il  is  not  only  within  the 
power  of  Congress,  but  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  so  legislate  that  this  protected,  legalized 
monopoly  called  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Rail- 
road C(Hnpany,  which,  in  my  judgment,  impairs 
the  commercial  inlercourse  between  the  States, 
imposes  undu(>  Inuilens  upon  the  ])eople,  and 
cripples  the  Governinenl  in  the  performance  of 
its  duties,  shall  be  destroyed. 

Rut,  sir,  I  shall  devote  a  ft'w  moments  to  the 
considcrntioii  of  the  constitutional  question,  and 
simply  because  both  of  tin-  gentlemen  from  New 
Jersey,  [Mc  ssrs.  Rotjiins  iuid  PicRiiv,]  the  gcn- 
ilenian  fioin  Peinisylvania,  [Mr.  IJiioomai.l,]  and 
the  gentlemnii  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Swkat,]  who 
have  opjioscd  tlii«  measure,  have  based  tht;ir  op- 


position upon  a  denial  of  the  right  of  Congress  to 
pass  this  bill. 

In  addition,  we  have  had  a  very  singular  docu- 
ment presented  here  from  New  Jersey,  called  a 
proclamation  of  her  Governor,  claiming  that  Con- 
gress has  no  power  to  pass  this  bill  upon  two 
grounds:  first,  that  it  will  be  injurious  to  the  finan- 
cial interests  of  New  Jersey;  and  second,  that 
Congress  has  not  the  power  to  interfere,  because 
itwould  infringe  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey.  In  other  words,  the  doctrine  of 
thatdeclaralion  is  simply  this:  New  Jersey  has  by 
her  own  enactments  established  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  railroad  a  perfect  and  protected  monop- 
oly; and  now,  no  matter  what  the  circumstances 
may  be,  inasmuch  as  New  Jersey  is  a  sovereign 
State,  and  under  that  sovereignly  had  a  riglit  to 
establish'  this  monopoly.  Congress  has  no  power 
to  declare  that  another  already  existing  line  shall 
be  a  lawful  structure,  because  by  so  doing  it  im- 
pairs the  interest  of  New  Jersey  and  tramples  on 
her  sovereign  rights. 

By  the  law  of  New  Jersey  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  Railroad  Company  imposes,  in  eH'ect,  a 
lax  often  cents  upon  every  person  who  passes 
over  the  road,  and  of  fifteen  cents  per  ton  on 
freight.  If  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  has  the 
right  to  impose  iliese  bnrdens,  it  is  clear  that  it 
lias  the  right  to  increase  them.  It  is  not  the 
amountof  the  tax,  ilislhe  principle  involved.  And 
if  the  ten  and  fifteen  cent  tax  is  legal,  then  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey  has  a  right  lo  impose 
five  dollars  per  passenger  and  five  dollars  yier  ton 
of  merchandise,  whereby  the  entire  commercial 
intercourse  between  New  York  and  Pennsylva- 
nia would  be  absolutely  destroyed. 

And  yet  we  are  told,  in  view  of  these  facts,  by 
the  Governor  of  New  Jersey  and  by  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  that  Congress,  lo  which  the  Constitu- 
tion gives  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  among 
the  Stales,  has  no  power  to  declare  another  ex- 
isting line  a  lawful  structure,  whereby  the  com- 
merce between  these  two  States  may  be  carried  on. 

Sir,  I  will  for  a  moment  look  at  this  question 
in  the  light  of  decisions.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  [Mr.  Rogeiis]  says  that  this  is  not 
a  case  similar  to  the  Wheeling  bridge  case;  that 
there  wns  a  mere  abatement  of  a  nuisance,  and 
that  here  is  an  existing  line,  and  cannot  be  estab- 
lished as  a  lawful  structure  without  infringingon 
the  solemn  rights  of  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey. 

Now,  what  svas  the  Wheeling  bridge  case?  The 
Stale  of  Virginia  had  authorized  the  Wheeling 
and  Belmont  Bridge  Company  to  build  a  bridge 
at  Wheeling  across  the  Ohio.  The  corporation 
had  full  power  to  build  this  bridge  unless  it  were 
an  infringement  on  free  commercial  inlercourse  be- 
tween the  Slates.  The  bridge  was  built.  The  Stale 
of  Pennsylvania  brought  her  complaint  against 
this  company,  and  il  was  sustained  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  bridge  declared  a 
nuisance.  The  case  came  before  the  Su|ireme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  Stales  sustained  the  decision  of  the 
court  in  Pennsylvania.  Pennsylvania  came  into 
court  and  said,  what.''  "This  bridge  interferes 
with  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river.  Inasmuch 
as  it  interferes  with  that  navigation  it  works  in- 
jury lo  the  public  interests  of  the  Stale  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  her  railroads,  her  public  works,  and 
canals  which  had  licen  construcled  between  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburg."  I'lie  Supreme  Courtof 
the  United  Stales,  after  a  thoiough  examination, 
decided  that  the  bridge  did  interfere  with  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Ohio,  which  had  been  protected  by 
Congress.  And  hence  il  affirmed  the  deci.sion  of 
the  supreme  courtof  Pennsylvania.  InthcmcHn 
time  the  bridge  company  came  to  Congress,  and 
after  a  hearing  Congress  declared  that  this  bridge 
across  the  Ohio  at  Wheeling  was  a  lawful  struc- 
ture. The  bridge  company  did  not  ()bey  the  de- 
cree of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  Slate  of  Penn- 
sylvania then  complained  through  its  attorney 
genPrnI,  the  present  Si'cretai;^  of  War,  praying 
for  n  writ  of  assistance  to  enable  the  di-creetobu 
executed.  The  judge  who  delivered  theopinioii 
in  eflect  says  that  Congress  having  the  exclusive 
power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several 
States,  it  is  not  for  the  court  to  decide  whether 
in  this  inslnnce  il  is  properly  executed  or  not. 
(Congress  i)y  its  act  is  clearly  Mriihin  ils  constitu- 
tional power;  aiuF  iiuisnuich  as  Congress  has  de- 
clared the  bridge  to  be  a  lawful  structure,  the 
muliun  for  assistance  is  declined. 
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Now,  eir.tlic  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  says 
tliat  that  is  no  parallel  to  the  case  under  consid- 
eration in  point  of  principle.  Let  us  sec.  The 
State  of  New  Jersey  says  that  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  Railroad  Company  shall  do  all  the  carry- 
ing trade  between  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 
Anotherline  is  in  existence  runnin;^ between  those 
two  points  which  might  do  a  portion  of  the  com- 
rnWcial  business.  The  Raritan  and  Delaware  Bay 
Company  comes  here  and  asks  Congress  that  its 
road  may  be  declared  a  lawful  structure  whereby 
it  will  have  the  legal  power  and  right  to  do  this 
business.  Congress  having  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  between  the  States,  has  the  power  to 
say  that  this  road  is  a  legal  structure,  as  it  did  in 
the  case  of  the  Wheeling  bridge.  That  structure 
was  opposed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  on  the 
ground  simply  and  solely  that  by  reason  of  its 
interference  with  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  it 
did  absolutely  and  positively  interfere  with  and 
prejudice  the  public  works  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  State  of  New  Jersey  comes  here'nnd  says, 
"  We  have  given  this  monopoly  to  the  Camden 
and  Amboy  Railroad  Company,  and  they  pay 
us  for  the  privilege  which  they  have;  therefore  if 
Congress  grants  to  this  other  road  the  power  ofdo- 
ingthis  through  commercial  business,  then  it  im- 
pairs or  inflicts  an  injury  upon  the  State  of  New 
Jersey, and  tramples  upon  her  sovereign  rights." 
Are  not  the  decisions  exactly  consonant  and  sim- 
ilar in  principle.'  Can  any  lawyer  upon  his  rep- 
utation as  a  lawyer  say  that  the  point  involved  in 
the  Wheeling  bridge  case  is  not  precisely  and 
identically  the  point  involved  in  this  case  ?  Can 
it  be  said  that  it  is  not  within  the  power  of  Con- 
cress  to  regulate  commerce  between  the  States 
here  as  much  as  in  the  Wheeling  bridge  case  it 
was  within  its  power  to  regulate  commerce  by  the 
establishment  of  that  bridge  ?  It  is  equally  within 
its  power  to  pass  this  bill. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Sweat]  takes 
another  view  of  this  case.  He  says,  in  the  first 
place,  there  is  no  necessity  for  passing  this  bill, 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  it  because  the  Gov- 
ernment has  the  power  under  existing  laws  to 
take  possession  of  this  road  as  a  military  necessity; 
and  secondly,  that  it  has  the  power  of  taking 
possession  of  this  road  as  a  post  route.  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Maine  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  this  power;  but  can  the  Government  in 
good  faith,  in  honesty  and  integrity  of  purpose, 
after  the  decision  of  the  chancellor  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  exercise  that  power.'  What  would 
be  the  result.'  All  the  money  paid  to  this  road 
as  compensation  for  doing  the  business,  the  chan- 
cellor of  New  Jersey  decides,  should  be  paid  over 
to  the  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad,  the  monop- 
oly which  we  are  told  New  Jersey  is  bound  to 
protect.  That  is  a  power  with  a  vengeance.  Jt 
IS  a  power  which  will  enable  the  Government  to 
take  possession  of  my  horse  for  its  purpose  and 
pay  the  money  to  my  friend  from  Maine.  The 
same  is  the  case  if  the  road  be  taken  as  a  post 
route.  By  the  law  of  New  Jersey  no  through 
l)usiness,  of  whatever  clia'racter,  can  be  done  by 
the  Raritan  road.  The  postal  money,  by  the  de- 
cision of  the  chancellor  of  New  Jersey,  must  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  this  Camden  and  Amboy 
Railroad  Company. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr. 
Rogers]  rather  declities  to  discuss  the  main  ques- 
tion. 1  have  no  doubt  he  is  a  good  lawyer;  he 
has  that  rcputalion.  He  says  that  the  only  true 
ground  upon  which  we  can  place  this  is  the  right 
to  regulate  commerce  among  the  States.  He 
sajs,  if  I  understood  him,  and  I  listened  to  him 
with  great  attention,  that  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce does  not  apply  to  the  regulation  of  rail- 
roads. Under  the  gentleman's  definition,  what 
is  commerce.'  It  is  merely  trade,  purchase,  bar- 
ter, exchange  of  commodities.  la  that  the  sig- 
nification of  the  word  commerce.'  It  is  true  that 
commerce  does  mean  traffic,  but  it  also  means 
something  more.     It  means  intercourse. 

Now,  sir,  the  gentleman  will  recollect  that  thi.s 
point  is  discussed  In  9  Wheaton.  I  will  refer  to 
itforamoment.  It  isthcOgdcn  case.  The  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  New  York  hnd  given  to  Ful- 
ton and  Livingsloii  exclusive  right  to  navigate  the 
waters  of  New  York  l.y  steam.  Their  right  was 
finally  assigned  to  Ogdcn,  the  complainant. 

What  was  the  decision  of  tlio  court?    They 


say  that  the  exclusive  grant  interfered  with  the 
commerce  between  the  S'tates,and  that  upon  that 
ground  it  was  unconstitutional.  They  must  have 
put  their  decision  upon  the  ground  that  a  grant 
of  an  exclusive  privilege,  being  a  monopoly,  is  an 
interference  with  the  free  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  States. 

Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  in  discussing  this  case, 
declares  that  "  the  grant  to  Livingston  and  Ful- 
ton interferes  with  the  freedom  of  intercourse 
among  the  Slates." 

He  also  says  "  that  commerce  in  its  simplest 
significance  means  an  exchange  of  goods;  but  in 
the  advancement  of  society,  labor,  transporta- 
tion, intelligence,  care,  and  various  mediums  of 
exchange,  liccome  commodities,  and  enter  into 
commerce."  • 

Now,  it  does  seem  to  mc  upon  every  principle 
of  law,  founded  upon  reason,  independent  of  this 
decision,  Congress  has  the  legal  right  to  pass  this 
bill. 

But,  sir,  when  we  come  to  the  decisions  of  sim- 
ilar cases  giving  construction  to  the  clause  in  the 
Constitution  in  relation  to  the  regulation  of  Con- 
gress, we  find  that  the  courts  have  gone  the  whole 
length  claimed  by  the  friends  of  this  measure,  and 
it  seems  to  me  as  a  matter  of  law  to  be  a  settled 
question  that  Congress  has  a  legal  right  to  pass 
this  bill. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  another  question  here  which 
has  given  me  more  difficulty— for  I  confess  I  have 
investigated  this  matter  without  prejudice — and 
that  is  as  to  the  expediency  of  Congress  applying 
this  power  to  the  case  under  consideration.  If 
the  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad,  in  other  words, 
if  the  present  means  of  transportation  between 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  are  not  sufficient  to 
do  the  business  of  the  Government,  if  by  reason 
of  any  act  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  there  is  a 
restriction  upon  free  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
then  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  interfere. 

Sir,  what  is  a  monopoly.'  Sir,  it  implies  re- 
striction. You  cannot  think  of  a  monopoly  with- 
out thinking  of  it  as  a  restraining  influence  and 
restraining  power,and  an  interference  with  other 
interests.  That  is  a  monopoly.  It  is  an  exclu- 
sive privilege,  and  an  exclusive  privilege  rests 
upon  the  fact  that  no  other  person  can  enjoy  the 
privilege  which  is  secured  to  the  monopoly.  Now, 
■sir,  I  contend  that  per  .?e,  that  in  and  of  itself,  the 
mere  existence  of  the  monopoly  of  this  Camden 
and  Amboy  railroad  is  an  impediment  to  free 
commercial  intercourse.  Here  is  another  road 
which  desires  to  do  the  through  business  or  a  por- 
tion of  it,  but  it  cannot  do  it,  and  why.'  Because 
the  VM/  of  New  Jersey  prevents.  Is  it,  then,  not 
a  restriction?  Is  there  not  here  an  sittempt  to  do 
that  business  which  cannot  be  done  by  reason  of, 
and  by  virtue  of,  this  monopoly  which  exists? 
This  monopoly  existing,  and  other  parties  desir- 
ing to  do  the  business  which  interferes  with  that 
monopoly,  1  would  like  to  know  how  any  other 
construction  can  be  given  to  the  matter  than  that 
it  is  in  and  of  itself  a  restriction  to  the  free  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  States. 

But  there  is  something  more.  [  do  not  know 
whether  what  I  hear  is  true,  but  I  understand  that 
gentlemen  can  get  from  New  York  to  Philadel- 
phia, by  paying  a  local  fare  within  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  and  then  another  local  fare  to  Phil- 
adelphia, for  $2  20,  while  the  through  fare  from 
New  York  to  Philadelphia  is  three  dollars.  Is 
not  this  a  restriction  upon  free  intercourse?  If 
the  through  fare  is  three  dollars,  and  the  local 
fares  added  together  are  only  'J2  20,  then  there  are 
eighty  cents  which  are  taken  fiom  every  passenger 
by  reason  of  the  power  of  this  New  Jersey  mo- 
nopoly to  tax  everybody  who  passes  through  the 
entire  borders  of  the  State. 

Sir,  how  is  it  so  far  as  the  Government  is  con- 
cerned? I  learn  from  the  report  of  the  committee 
that  the  duartermaster  General  has  written  to  a 
committee  of  this  House  saying  that  the  facilities 
between  the  capital  of  the  nation  and  its  commer- 
cial emporium  for  transportation  are  inadequate. 
It  also  appears  that  Government  had  largely  used 
the  Raritan  road  for  transportation  previous  to  the 
decision  of  the  chancellor,  and  would  have  used 
it  still  further  but  for  that  decision,  and  that  it 
has  been  obliged  to  resort  to  transportation  by 
water  to  accomplish  its  business, 

Mr.  BROOMALL.     1  desire  to  inquire  of  the 


gentleman  whether  the  act  of  1862  docs  not  con- 
fer upon  the  Government  all  the  power  to  use  thia 
road  that  the  act  in  question  contemplates? 

Mr.WOODBRlDGE.  Yes,  sir.  That  act  does 
confer  upon  the  Government  the  power  to  use  Uiis 
road.  But  what  does  the  State  of  New  Jersey  do? 
It  says  to  this  road,  "  Do  this  business  if  you 
dare,  and  carry  the  supplies  for  the  Government 
if  you  will;  transport  munitions  of  war,  and  the 
soldiers  of  the  Government,  and  take  the  Gov- 
ernment money  if  you  please,  but  we,  by  our 
chancellor,  will  see  to  it  tliat  you  put  that  money 
into  the  hands  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Rail- 
road Company,  to  enrich  that  monopoly."  Con- 
gress has  the  power,  and  now  I  want  Congress 
to  exercise  the  right  whereby  New  Jersey  and  its 
contemptible  legislation  shall  not  say  that  no  por- 
tion of  the  business  of  Government  shall  be  done 
over  the  Raritan  route. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  say  a  word? 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.   I  cannot  yield  further, 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  only  want  to  say  that 
that  is  not  true. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  I  have  a  right  to  my 
construction  of  the  law,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Broomall]  has  a  right  to  his 
construction.  The  House  must  judge  between 
us. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  Government,  by  its  own  show- 
ing, admits  that  it  has  not  facilities  for  doing  the 
business  which  is  imposed  upon  it  by  reason  of 
this  war,  can  it  be  said,  the  power  of  Congress  be- 
ing conceded,  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  declare 
another  existing  route  a  lawful  structure  whereby 
the  facilities  may  be  measurably  increased ;  a  line, 
sir,  which  is  ready  and  willing  to  do  the  business 
of  the  Government,  and  is  only  prevented  there- 
from by  this  unjustifiable  legislation  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey?  Sir,  if  the  business  of  the  Gov- 
ernment alone  cannot  be  done  over  one  line  of 
road,  how  much  more  shall  it  be  said  that  the  fa- 
cilities now  existing  are  not  sufficient  when  we 
add  the  great  commercial  business  of  the  coun- 
try. Why,  sir,  there  is  New  York  upon  the 
north,  the  great  commercial  and  financial  empo- 
rium of  this  nation.  By  her  hundred  railroad 
arteries  she  stimulates  and  develops  the  manu- 
factures of  New  England.  There  is  Philadelphia 
on  the  south,  which,  by  the  Pennsylvania  Cen- 
tral railroad,  penetrates  and  opens  up  the  great 
Northwest.  And  there  is  Baltimore  a  little  further 
south,  which,  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
penetrates  and  opens  up  the  great  Southwest. 
The  markets  of  New  York  and  the  manufactures 
of  New  England  must  furnish  the  exchange  for 
these  vast  productions  of  the  West;  and  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  is  so  peculiarly  situated,  as  is  set 
foyh  in  one  of  the  reports  of  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  Railroad  Company,  from  which  extracts 
were  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gar- 
field,] that  she  must  furnish  across  her  whole 
domain  the  means  of  transportation  for  those  vast 
products.  And,  sir,  when  this  war  is  ended,  when 
the  southern  States  shall  have  returned,  as  I  trust 
in  God  they  will,  to  their  allegiance  and  integrity, 
then  the  whole  Atlantic  seaboard  from  Maine  to' 
the  Gulf  must  seek  this  avenue  for  its  entire  means 
of  intercommunication. 

Why,  sir,  who  that  appreciates  the  present, 
who  that  sees  the  vast  ex|>ense  and  the  vast  busi- 
ness relations  of  this  country,  who  that  sees  the 
already  existing  commerce  between  the  two  great 
cities  of  this  nation,  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
and  who  that  considers  the  necessary  and  certain 
development  of  the  future,  shall  say  that  one  pal- 
try raih'oad  through  the  State  of  New  Jersey  is 
sufficient  to  do  the  commercial  business  between 
these  two  great  cities  which  branch  off  into  the 
remotest  limits  of  the  nation?  Sir,  the  idea  is 
simply  absurd. 

It  does  seem  to  me,  upon  the  proof,  that  the 
expediency  of  this  bill  cannot  be  questioned. 
Upon  the  proof  of  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
upon  the  present  and  prospective  condition  of  the 
country,  I  think  every  gentleman  will  say,  if  he 
looks  at  the  case  through  an  honest  heart  and  (\ 
clear  head,  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  increasing 
the  facilities  of  transportation. 

Sir,  I  do  not  like  to  descend  to  the  nrgnmenlum 
ad  homincm.  Such  arguments  arc  generally  ad- 
dressed to  the  passions  rather  than  the  reason, and 
1  will  only  say  that  in  my  judgment  this  Camden 
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and  Amboy  Railroad  Company  is  as  good  as  any 
oilier  monopoly  of  the  same  mngniludeand  power 
which  lias  received  the  sanction  and  protection  of 
•State  legislation  and  State  courts  for  so  many 
years. 

Why  is  it,  sir,  that  we  hear  everywhere,  on  all 
the  corners  of  ail  the  streets,  north  and  east  and 
west  and  south ,  that  this  Camden  and  Amboy  rail- 
road is  an  unmitigated  nuisance?  Why  is  it  that 
we  hear  that  in  general  railroad  arrangements 
this  comjiany  never  will  come  into  ihe  pro  rata 
divisions,  but  holds  itself  aloof,  separate  and 
apart  from  the  arrangements  of  the  companies 
that  connect  with  it  at  either  end  ?  Why  is  it,  sir, 
that  when  you  leave  your  home  in  Indiana  for 
Washington  you  find  your  fare  nearly  double 
after  reaching  New  York?  Why  is  itthatonthe 
baggage  which  you  brought  free  of  extra  charge 
from  Indiana  to  New  York  you  are  compelled, 
when  you  come  to  the  Jersey  City  ferry,  to  com- 
ply with  the  exorbitant  demands  of  some  bag- 
gage man,  and  pay  extra  charges?  And  why  is 
It  that  you  are  told  that  you  must  haul  yourown 
trunk  to  the  very  door  of  the  baggage  car  or  else 
it  will  not  be  taken  ?  I  haveseen  a  memberof  this 
House,  after  having  paid  for  having  his  baggage 
brought  to  the  ferry,  and  paid  three  dollars  extra 
charge  for  it  to  Washington,  told  that  he  must 
drag  his  own  trunks  to  the  door  of  the  baggage 
car  or  they  would  not  be  received.  Why  is  it  that 
when  you  enter  the  cars  on  the  New  Jersey  road 
they  are  crowded?  Why  is  it  that  in  summer 
they  are  badly  ventilated,  and  in  winter  scarcely 
warm?  Why  is  it  that  when  you  enter  a  civil 
protest,  you  are  at  once  met  with  the  indignant 
frown  of  some  conductor,  or  with  an  insolent  re- 
ply from  this  hireling  of  aldermanic  proportions  ? 
Why  IS  it  that  wherever  you  go  the  people  can- 
not tolerate  this  monopoly?  Sir,  I  will  tell  you 
why  it  is.  The  monopoly  has  waxed  fat.  It 
has  grown  rich.  It  has  risen  above  the  people 
whom  it  was  created  to  serve.  It  pours  its  money 
into  the  lap  of  New  Jersey.  New  Jersey  pro- 
claims that  this  railroad  is  lierking  and  shall  rule 
forever.  And  yet  for  all  these  reasons,  I  would 
not  apply  the  power  of  Congress  to  this  matter 
did  1  not  believe  that  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  different  States  require  it.  Did  I  believe  that, 
in  spite  of  this  monopoly  which  is  arrogant,  aris- 
tocratic, and  anti-republican,  the  business  of  the 
country  could  be  carried  on  by  means  of  a  free 
and  unrestricted  intercourse,  I  would  vote  against 
this  bill. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Will  my 
friend  from  Vermont  tell  the  House  what  State  it 
is  tliat  now  has  a  bill  before  its  Legislature  fining 
a  man  ^500  or  imprisoning  liim  six  months  for 
enlisting  a  colored  man  to  aid  in  putting  down 
this  rebellion?  , 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  I  liave  understood,  Mr. 
Speak(!r,  that  it  is  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and 
I  understand  that  New  Jersey  has  done  another 
thing.  I  understand  that  since  this  bill  was  brought 
before  Congress,  which,  by  the  statement  of  its 
Governor,  is  going  to  trample  on  its  sovereign 
rights — those  rights  which  are  devoted  and  con- 
secrated to  freedom,  which  are  now  all  used  for 
the  benefit  of  the  freedom  of  this  Government,  and 
to  carry  out  the  generous  and  noble  impulse  of 
the  men  of  the  North,  as  indicated  by  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey — the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  has  introduced  a  bill  to  repeal 
and  take  away  the  charter  of  the  Delaware  and 
llaritan  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  Will  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  allow  me  to  correct 
him  as  to  a  statement  of  fact?  Ho  says  the  Le- 
gislature of  New  Jersey  has  introduced  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  charter  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
Railroad  Company.  It  was  only  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  that  introduced  the  bill. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  a  man 
maygenerally  beknown  by  the  company  hekecps. 
It  is  true  that  the  repealing  bill  was  introduced 
by  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  from  what  I 
liear,  that  that  Legislature  represents  the  interest 
of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad.  Why  is  it, 
sir,  that  one  man,  independent  enough  in  the  Sen- 
ate of  Nf;w  Jersey  to  break  away  from  the  tram- 
mels  of  this  monopoly,  is  denounced  by  thatdic- 
tatorial,  domineering  power?  Why  is  it  that  we 
are  told,  in  liis  speech,  that  which  leads  us  to  be- 


lieve that  this  monopoly  interferes  with  the  pri- 
mary elections  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  that 
it  designates  who  shall  be  legislators;  that  it  ap- 
proves or  taboos  the  bills  brought  before  the  Le- 
gislature; that  it  nominates  candidates  to  Con- 
gress, and  elects  them,  too?  Why  do  we  hear 
this?  It  is,  sir,  because  of  this  copartnership  be- 
tween the  State  of  New  Jersey  and  this  Camden 
and  Amboy  Railroad  Company.  The  railroad 
company  makes  New  Jersey  rich,  and  New  Jer- 
sey says,  "  I  will  protect  you  to  my  latest  breath, 
even  to  the  sending  of  a  respectful  protest  to  Con- 
gress to  intimidate  them  from  trampling  upon 
your  rights  and  upon  our  sovereign  soil." 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  permit 
me  to  interrupt  him. 
Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  'Certainly. 
Mr.  ROGERS.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  undertake  to  say  that  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  Railroad  Company  elect  members  of  Con- 
gress from  New  Jersey? 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  I  think  that  that  is  the 
belief. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  only  want  to  say  that  there 
is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  that  declaration.  If  he 
is  a  gentleman  he  ought  not  to  get  up  here  and 
make  a  remark  of  that  character.  That  assertion 
is  false.  The  company  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  election  of  members  of  Congress  from  New 
JcrsG  v» 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  I  have  respect  for  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  He  comes  here 
under  the  broad  seal  of  that  State  which  he  says 
is  so  sacred  that  we  ought  to  respect  it.  He  has 
come  here,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  act  as  an  honor- 
able gentleman.  I  have  no  doubt  he  does  so  act. 
Heisquitea  young  man  yet, and  I  take  his  stalc- 
mentas  true  to  the  bestof  his  information  and  be- 
lief. I  have  information  which  I  consider  equally 
good  as  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey. 
It  comes  from  a  gentleman  who  states  the  facts  to 
me  that  1  have  stated  to  the  House:  that  the  con- 
ventions which  nominate  members  of  Congress  in 
New  Jersey  are  attended  by  the  representatives 
of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Company,  and  that 
they  put  their  foot  upon  this  man  or  raise  up  that 
man  as  he  may  best  subserve  the  purposes  of  the 
monopoly.     That  I  believe  to  be  true. 

Now,  tir,  I  will  not  detain  the  House.  I  know 
that  they  do  not  wish  to  hear  any  more  on  the 
subject.  I  have  discussed  the  legal  point.  lam 
satisfied  in  my  own  mind  of  the  power  of  passing 
the  pending  bill.  I  am  satisfied  of  its  expediency 
on  my  integrity  as  a  member  of  the  House;  and 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  Congress  has  the  power, 
and  llint  the  interests  of  the  Government  reauire 
its  jiassage  for  free  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  great  States  of  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania, 1  shall  give  it  my  support. 

Mr.  PENDLEl'ON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  know 
nothing  of  the  facts  connected  with  this  bill  ex- 
cept as  they  appear  in  the  papers  which  have  been 
laid  upon  our  tables.  I  feel  no  interest  in  it  ex- 
ceptas  a  question  involving  the  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  and  consequently  the  reserved 
powers  of  the  States.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  touch 
upon  some  of  the  questions  which  have  been  dis- 
cussed at  large  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  as  to  the  action  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  in  the  present  war,  nor  as  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  action  of  her  Legislature  in  regulating 
the  railroad  companies  within  her  borders.  I  will 
not  inquire  whether  private  interests  will  be  sub- 
served by  the  passage  orthedcfeatof  the  bill.  1  will 
not  inquire  into  the  motives  of  the  parties  outside 
of  the  House  who  originated  and  actively  press 
the  bill;  nor  yet  will  I  seek  to  know  whether  it 
is,  in  fact,  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  as  it  appears 
to  be,  or  the  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad,  which 
use."!  the  name  of  the  State  to  protest  so  loudly 
against  its  passage. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  Tlie  morning  hour  will  ex- 
pire in  a  few  minutes,  and  I  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  would  not  prefer  to  make  his  speech 
on  Saturday  next? 

Mr.  PENDLETON,     his  entirely  immaterial 
to  me.     I  will  yield  to  the  wish  of  the  House. 
Does  the  gentleman  propose  to  call  up  the  special 
order  when  the  morning  hour  has  expired? 
Mr.  BEAMAN.     I  do. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  special  order,  being  matters  relating  to 
tiie  District  of  Columbia. 


PROVIDENCE  HOSPITAL,  DISTRICT  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  BEAMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Districtof  Columbia,  reported  back,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass,  an  act  (S.  No.  79)  to 
incorporate  the  Providence  hospital  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 

The  bill  was  read  tJi  extenso. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time; 
and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  BEAMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
last  taken;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  AND  BLIND  INSTITUTION. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  back, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  an  act 
(S.  No.  163)  to  authorize  the  Columbia  Institu- 
tion for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  to  con- 
fer degrees. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extenso. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time; 
and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HOME  FOR  FRIENDLESS  "WOMEN,  ETC. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  also  reported,  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Home  for  Friendless  Women  and 
Children. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title;  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  readathird 
time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read 
the  tliird  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
NOTARIES  PUBLIC  IN  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.DUMONT,fromthcCommittee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  also  reported  back,  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  pass,  an  act  (S.  No.  82) 
concerning  notaries  public  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extenso. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime; 
and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  DUMONT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
STEAM  FIRE-ENGINE. 

Mr.  DUMONT,  from  the  Committee  on  the' 
Districtof  Columbia,  also  reported  back,  with  an 
amendment,  an  act  (S.  No.  168)  providing  for  the 
purchase  of  a  steam  fire-engine. 

The  bill,  which  was  read ,  appropriates  out  of  the 
Treasury  the  sum  of  $4,000  for  the  purchase  of 
a  steam  fire-engine  for  the  Columbia  fire  com- 
pany, to  be  kept  in  eflicient  condition  by  Such 
company  or  by  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
Washington  without  further  charge  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  amendment  which  was  recommended  by 
the  committee  provides  that  said  engine  shall  be 
under  the  general  direction  and  control  of  the 
municipal  authorities  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
and  that  nothing  in  the  act  shall  be  constriycd  in 
any  way  to  impair  the  authority  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment of  Washington  over  said  Columbia  fire 
company,  or  of  Congress  over  the  control  of  said 
engine. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  con- 
sidering this  bill  in  the  House  at  this  lime  ? 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  object  to  its  being  consid- 
ered in  the  House  at  this  time  unless  an  oppor- 
tunity be  given  to  amend  it.  If  it  is  before  the 
House  for  action  now  1  move  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  the  words  "Columbia  fire  com- 
pany," and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"  fire  brigade  established  by  Government." 

1  belit;ve  we  all  know  that  the  Government, un- 
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der  the  supervision  of  the  War  Department,  has 
established  a  fire  brigade  in  this  District,  and 
which,  I  understand,  is  a  very  well  organized  and 
disciplined  body.  I  think  if  the  Government  is 
to  be  called  upon  to  appropriate  |J4,000  for  the 
purchase  of  a  new  fire-engine,  it  would  be  better 
that  that  engine  should  be  under  the  charge  of  the 
regular  fire  brigade. 

Mr.  DUiVIONT.  I  will  take  the  responsibility 
of  withdrawing  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
committee,  and  accept  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  only  be  done  by 
unanimous  consent.  Is  there  any  objection?  The 
Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  want  to  object,  but  I  do  not  think  this  thing 
is  precisely  understood. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  I  desire  to  object 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  Both  amendments  will  then 
be  considered  as  pending,  although  to  different 
parts  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  I  was  going  to 
ask  whether,  as  we  shall  have  to  go  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to- 
day to  consider  the  District  of  Columbia  busi- 
ness, it  would  jnoi  be  well  enough  to  allow  this 
bill  to  go  there. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  in  order  if 
'the  gentleman  makes  it. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  whether  it  would 
not  be  as  well  to  allow  this  bill  to  be  postponed 
until  the  House  has  disposed  of  the  other  bills. 

Mr.  DUMONT.     Very  well. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  I  move,  then, 
that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  , 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CORPORATION  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  back 
Senate  bill  No.  126,  to  amend  the  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
passed  May  15,  1820,  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  severally  read,  and 
adopted. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading;  and  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and 
also  moved  to  lay.  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to, 

UNION  GAS-LIGHT  COMPANY, 

Mr.  TRACY,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  back  Senate  bill  No. 
155,  to  incorporate  the  Union  Gaa-Light  Com- 
pany of  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  are  com- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  la  it  in  order  to  move  to  re- 
commit that  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  is  in  order,  but 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  reporting'  the 
bill  is  entitled  to  the  floor  to  move  the  previous 
question  on  the  bill  if  he  desires  so  to  move. 

Mr. -TRACY.     I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  should  like  to  explain  my 
reasons  for  wishing  to  have  the  bill  recommittecl. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  observe  there  is  a  clause  in 
this  bill  which  requires  this  company  to  furnish 
gas  of  a  superior  quality  to  that  manufactured  by 
the  old  company  at  a  reduced  price.  Now,  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  the  principal  object  in  incor- 
porating this  new  company  is  to  carry  out  tha,t 
intention;  and  if  it  be  so  intended  it  strikes  me 
that  the  clause  is  very  carelessly  and  loosely 
drawn  to  accomplish  that  object. 

Mr.  TRACY.  1  will  state  that  the  purpose 
named  by  the  gentleman  f/om  New  York  is  the 
object  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  so  understand,  and  for  that 
reason  I  desire  that  the  bill  may  be  recommitted 
and  so  amended  as  to  carry  out  that  object.  I 
take  it  that  the  present  company  has  sufficient 
Capital  and  sufficient  facilities  to  supply  the  peo- 
ple of  Washington  witligas — and  Congress  toojti 


gentleman  in  my  rear  suggests.  [Laughter.]  I 
did  not  know  that  Congress  came  into  competition 
with  this  gas  company  in  that  respect.  Now,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are 
not  drawn  with  sufficient  eare  to  carry  out  that 
object.  I  think  it  should  therefore  be  committed 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  its  provisions  more  carefully  considered  and 
drawn. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  do  not  understand  in  what 
particular  the  bill  is  loosely  drawn.  The  com- 
mittee supposed  the  bill  as  it  was  drawn  was 
ample  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose  the 
gentleman  suggests. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  can  only  say  that  from  hear- 
ing the  bill  read  at  the  desk  it  occurred  to  me  that 
it  was  very  indefinite  in  its  character.  Itprovides 
no  tribunal  by  which  the  quality  of  this  gas  is  to 
be  determined.  There  is  no  method  provided  by 
which  this  forfeiture  is  to  be  made  applicable. 
That  is  all.  I  know  nothing  about  the  old  com- 
pany or  the  new  company. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  that  he  could  not  have  listened  attent- 
ively to  the  reading  of  the  bill.  It  provides*most 
distinctly  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall 
be  satisfied  of  these  facts  before  they  shall  be 
allowed  to  connect  with  the  mains  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  again 
the  tenth  and  eleventh  sections  of  the  bill, 

Thie  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  10.  *9nrf  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  com- 
pany is  hereby  incorporated  upOn  tlie  express  conditions 
that  it  shall  furnisli  gas  to  all  consumers  thereof  containing 
fifty  per  cent,  more  illuminating  power  than  that  which 
is  now  furnished  by  tlie  Wasliington  Gas-Light  Company, 
and  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $2  50  per  thousand  cubic  feet; 
and  a  failure  to  comply  with  these  conditions  shall  operate 
as  a  forfeiture  of  this  charter. 

Sec.  11.  ^7id  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tlie  said  com- 
pany shall  not  be  authorized  to  sell  gas  until  it  shall  have 
produced  to  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington  and  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  satisfactory  evidence  that  it  has 
secured  or  laid  down,  in  a  proper  and  workmanlike  manner, 
in  the  avenues  and  streets  of  the  said  city,  gas  mains  of  an 
average  diameter  of  at  least  six  inches  and  a  total  length  of 
not  less  than  twenty-five  miles;  norshall  the  said  company 
connect  its  gas  mains  with  the  pipes  supplying  the  Capitol 
and  other  public  buildings  belonging  to  the  United  States 
until  it  shall  have  produced  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
satisfactory  evidence  lliat  it  has  erected  and  in  operation 
good  and  substantial  works  andholderscapablcofmanurae- 
turing  andstoringaquantity  of  gas,of  the  quality  aforesaid, 
sufficient  to  supply  theconsumptionatall  times  required  in 
the  Capitol  and  public  buildings  aforesaid.  And  unless  the 
said  company  shall  have  complied  with  the  requirements 
and  conditions  in  this  section  prescribed  within  two  years 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  said  act  shall  be  null  and 
void  :  Provided,  hoioever,  That  said  company  shall  have  the 
privilege,  at  any  time,  of  supplying  with  their  gas  and  light- 
ing therewith  any  street  a  distance  not  exceeding  one  mile. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  submifthat  that  does  not  touch 
the  question  at  all. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  submit  to  my  friend  from  New 
York  that  it  does  cover  every  point.  The  condi- 
tions are  prescribed  in  the  tenth  section  that  the 
gas  shall  befifty  per  cent,  atleastsuperior  in  qual- 
ity, upon  the  failure  of  which  the  charter  itself 
is  to  be  forfeited.  Then  in  section  eleven  the  com- 
pany is  required  to  furnish  evidence  that  is  en- 
tirely satisfactory  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
I  submit  to  my  friend  from  New  York  that  it  does 
cover  the  entire  ground. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  The  statement  of  the  gentleman 
orily  shows  how  the  committee  have  been  misled 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  do  notmean  purposely 
misled,  of  course;  but  they  have  overlooked  the 
connection  between  the  language  used  in  the  lat- 
ter portion  of  the  eleventh  section  and  that  in  the 
preceding  part  of  the  section. 

The  first  part  of  the  section  is  that  they  may  go 
on  and  lay  down  these  pipes  for  twenty-five  miles, 
but  shall  not  connect  them  with  the  pipes  leading 
to  the  public  buildings  until  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  shall  be  satisfied,  &c.;  but  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  supply  of  gas  to  the  citizens  along 
these  lines  of  pipes.  It  does  not  apply  to  that  at 
all. 

Mr.  TRACY.  They  are  not  permitted  at  all 
to  connect  with  the  public  buildings  until  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  been  satisfied  that 
they  have  complied  with  the  terms  of  their  charter. 

Mr.  PRUYN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  TRACY.  And  one  of  those  conditions  is 
that  the  gas  to  be  made  shall  be  at  least  fifty  per 
cent,  better  than  that  now  made  here.  Unless 
they  comply  with  that  condition  they  cannot  have 
this  privilege. 


Mr.  PRUYN.  But  the  company  may  go  on  and 
lay  down  twet>ty-five  miles  of  pipe  and  supply 
the  inhabitants  with  gaa  without  compfying  at  all 
with  these  conditions.  It  is  true  that  they  must 
comply  with  them  before  they  apply  for  permis- 
sion to  connect  with  the  pipes  leading  to  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  but  suppose  they  do  not  apply? 
They  may  supply  the  citizens  of  the  city  with- 
out any  such  necessity.  My  only  object  is  that 
the  bill  shall  carry  out  the  object  expressed.  If 
the  company  expect  to  carry  it  out  in  good  faith, 
as  I  suppose  they  do,  it  seems  to  me  that  some 
changes  should  be  made  in  the  phraseology  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  TRACY,  I  must  say  that  in  my  judg- 
ment,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  ex- 
amine the  bill,  he  will  find  that  as  it  now  stands 
this  company  could  not  furnish  or  sell  gas  to  the 
inhabitants  along  the  lines  of  these  twenty-five 
miles  of  pipes.* 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man who  has  charge  of  this  bill  that  it  had  better 
be  recommitted  and  examined  into  carefully. 
There  does  seem  to  be  some  doubt  about  its  con- 
struction. 

Mr.  TRACY.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  perfectly 
clear.  I  do  not  understand  how  words  could 
make  it  more  intelligible. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  But  it  does  not  seem  so  to 
others. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  confess  I  am  not  able 
to  see  the  pertinency  of  the  objections  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  to  this  bill. 

This  bill  has  been  for  some  time  before  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  it 
provides  that  this  gas  cannot  be  used  until  it  has 
been  tested  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  and  the  mayor  of  Washing-ton. 

I  will  say  furthermore  that  this  gas  has  already 
been  tested  by  such  men  as  Professor  Siliiman, 
of  New  Haven,  and  has  met  with  his  approba- 
tion. It  has  also  been  tested  by  the  chief  en- 
gineer at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  has  met  with 
his  approbation.  It  seems  to  me,  I  say,  that  un- 
der these  circumstances  there  is  no  pertinency  iii 
the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  will  say  in  addition  that  this 
bill  was  reported  unanimously  by  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia.  They  believe  that  it 
is  already  guarded  as  amply  as  it  is  in  their  power 
to  guard  it,  and  it  will  oe  useless,  therefore,  to 
recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  The  gentleman, 
1  take  it  for  granted,  means  to  be  correct  in  the 
statement  he  makes  that  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  reported  this  bill  unani- 
mously. I  can  say  in  reference  to  one  member 
of  that  committee  that  I  was  not  present  when  the 
bill  was  authorized  to  be  reported,  but  there  were 
certain  provisions  contained  in  another  bill  which 
the  committee  had  before  them  which  1  thought 
were  , to  be  incorporated  in  this  bill;  and  among 
them  one  which  covered  the  point  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Pruyn.] 
That  provision  designated  the  superintendent  of 
the  coast  survey  and  the  secretary  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  to  test  and  determine  the  quality 
of  this  gas.  I  supposed  that  was  provided  for  in 
the  Senate  bill,  but  it  seems  it  is  not.  Another 
provision  which  I  supposed  was  in  the  bill  was 
that  nothing  but  money  should  be  received  in  tho 
payment  of  any  subscription  of  the  capital  stock, 
and  which  I  thought  was  a  proper,  wise,  and  safe 
provision.  I  understood  that  that  provision  was 
in  the  Mill'  I  certainly  thought  it  was  assented 
to  bywe  committee. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  can  hardly  see  how  my  friend 
from  New  York  has  been  led  into  this  error.  The 
provision  leaving  this  question  to  the  president  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  other  gentle- 
man he  has  named  was  never  in  the  bill.  It  was 
proposed,  I  believe,  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  but  it  was  never  inserted  in  the  bill.  I  un- 
derstood that  the  committee  supposed  that  a  bet- 
ter tribunal  was  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior;  and 
that  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  wantetl  the 
aid  of  the  scientific  skill  of  these  gentlemen  he 
would  calTthem  to  his  aid.  But  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  that  provision  was  ever  put  in  the  bill, 
or  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  committee  to 
put  it  there.  I  had  supposed,  up  to  this  time,  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  gave  his  entire 
accord  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.    Let  me  say  one 
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word  in  cxijlnniiiioii.  1  admit  ihc  eiiiire  tniili- 
fuliiL'ss  of  tlie  siatemeiU  of  tl>c  geiiileinaii  from 
Pennsylvania.  I  slated  that  I  was  not  prpsont  in 
tlic  oonimiciec-rooni  wlicn  ilio  vote  was  taken  on 
tills  bill,  but  I  understood  this  morning:  ibnl  lliis 
bill  contained  certain  provisions  which  the  com- 
mittee liad  incorporated  in  an  independent  bill 
wliich  jiad  been  discussed  before  them,  and  one 
of  those  provisions  was  that  the  quality  of  this 

fas  should  be  determined  by  tlie  two  gentlemen 
linve  named. 

]\Jr.  TRACV.  I  would  say  to  llie  gentleman 
that  that  provision  was  not  even  in  the  independ- 
ent bill  to  which  he  refers. 

iVlr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  1  supposed  it  was, 
and  I  think  it  was  so  understood  by  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  ofOhio.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  language  of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  bill  ad- 
mits of  the  consiructiun  given  to' it  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  on  my  left,  [Mr.  Prhyn.] 
Butif  we  limit  or  put  arestriction  upon  this  new 
company  that  they  shall  lay  down  twenty-five 
miles  of  mains  before  they  shall  be  allowed  to 
charge  for  theirgas,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  might 
leave  it  to  the  gas-consumers  to  decide  whether 
they  will  purchase  that  gas  or  not.  That  is  a 
Buflicient  restriction  upon  the  new  company,  and 
a  sufficient  guard  to  the  old  company.  We  then 
provide,  for  the  protection  of  the  public  interests, 
that  before  this  company  connect  their  mains  with 
the  pipes  ill  the  Capitol  and  other  public  build- 
ings, the  gas  shall  be  of  the  quality  specified  in 
the  tenth  section.  Certainly  the  citizens  can  pro- 
tect their  own  interests,  and  judge  whether  they 
will  purchase  this  gas  or  not.  But  it  is  for  us  to 
say,  as  guardians  of  the  public  interests,  that  we 
will  not  purchase  this  gas  until  it  lias  been  tested 
and  proved  to  be  of  the  quality  that  they  claim  it 
to  be. 

■Mr.  JOFINSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  gen- 
tleman speaks  of  connecting  the  mains  of  this  new 
.company  with  the  pipes  which  now  supply  the 
Capitol  and  other  publicbuildings.  1  would  like  to 
inquire  of  him  wliether  there  is  not  danger  that 
this  gas  will  not  mix  properly  with  the  gas  now 
Bupplied.''     It  will  be  a  sort  of  miscegenation. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  1  am  not  much  ac- 
quainted with  this  gas  question.  It  is  a  gassy 
subject  at  best.  Tlie  pipes  leading  to  the  pub- 
lic buildings  are  the  property  of  the  Government, 
and  they  can  be  disconnected  from  the  mains  be- 
longing to  the  present  gas  company  and  connected 
witii  those  of  the  new  company  whenever  the 
GoveriinieiU  sees  proper.  It  seems  to  me  that 
requiring  this  new  company  to  lay  down  twenty- 
five  miles  of  mains  before  they  charge  anything 
for  their  gas  is  im[)osing  a  sufficient  burden  upon 
the  comjiany,  and  that  the  consumers  may  de- 
termine the  question  for  themselves  whether  the 
gas  furnished  by  the  new  com[iany  has  fifty  per 
cent,  more  illuminating  power  than  the  gas  now 
furnished.  1  think  the  bill  as  reported  by  the 
conimitlee  is  correct. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  If  thi.s  bill  can  by  unanimous 
consent  be  amended  by  three  words,  it  would  re- 
move the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Pruyn.]  It  is  to  insertafter  the  words 
"UnitedSlales,"in  the  eleventh  section,  the  words 
"  or  sell  gas. '' 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  do  not  care  much  about  it, 
but  I  tliought  1  would  call  attention  to  it. 

Mr.DUMOiVT.  1  move  the  amendment  which 
I  have  suggested;  so  that  the  section  will  read: 

Sec.  II.  ^}iil  be  it.  furllirr  enacted,  'J'li.U  llie  p.Tid  coiii- 
paiiy  .-liMtl  iKil  lie  niulioiizcd  to  .sell  (;as  inilil  it  Fliall  hnvc 
proiliiei-rj  lo  ilii:  iiwiyor  of  liir  city  ol"  VV!t.sliiii(:li)ri  iiiid  to  tli.,' 
H<.'cret;iry  of  tliii  IntiTJor  .v;ilisl:iclory  evidciiet-  tliiil  It  lia« 
Beciireil  or  l.-iid  ilowii,  in  a  |.ro|.fr  and  workiiiaiilikL-  man- 
ner, ill  llif  avenue:,  and  slr<:cts  of  llie  said  city,  ga^f  mains 
of  an  avcraKC  dianicicr  ol  at  lea.-^i  f^ix  inches  and  a  total 
loii^'lli  of  not  l(;:<s  tijaii  tweniy  five  ijijlc:.^  ;  norshall  llic  t^aid 
coiDpaiiycOiineet  il«  \i;\*  ni.iin.-.- with  tlie  pipes  (.npplying  the 
Capilol  and  oilier  piildic  hiiildin},'^  hehniKinj  lo  tlie  I'niled 
Klales,  or  sell  ;;as,  nnlil  it  .iliall  li.ive  piodiieed  to  the  .Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  s.iiisl.n-tory  evidence  that  it  has  erected 
mid  in  oprraiion  good  ;unl  Kuhstaiitial  works  anil  holders 
capahle  f)f  inaniilaeinrln'.'  and  storiiij;  .i  (|iianniv  of  (.m^,  oi 
llie  qualiiy  nloreaaid,  Millieient  to  Mippiv  [\\<-  conMiiMpllon 
ul  all  times  rcipiired  iii  the  (JapiKd  and  piildic  huildings 
nforesaid. 

The  iimendiuent  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  TRACY.  Inasmuch  as  we  have  amended 
llie  bill,  1  move  lo  ami'iid  further  by  striking  out 
the  word  "  of"  and  inserting  the  word  "  i|i,"  a 
mere  verbal  ameiidmenl. 

'I'he  amendment  was  agreed  fXt. 
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The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time;  and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  jiasscd. 

Mr.  TRACY  moved  lo  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  wa.«-pa.ssed ;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INDECENCY  TO  A    DEAD  SOLDIER. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  made  a  report  on  the 
resolution  of  inquiry  adopted  by  the  House, 
March  ]5,  1864,  as  to  the  neglect  to  bury  a  de- 
ceased soldier  found  in  the  canal,  near  the  corner 
of  Third  street  and  Missouri  avenue,  on  the 
morning  of  March  12,  1864,  and  asked  that  it  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  prinleti  in  the  Globe. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

The  report  is  as  followst 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dls 
Irict  of  (Joliimbia,  subiiiilltd  Ihe  following  report  as  the 
result  of  tile  inquiry  demanded  by  a  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  IIariunqto.v,  and  adopted  by  the  Hou5e,  March  15, 
A.  D.  1864: 

Tiie  resolution  was  as  follows  : 

"  JjVhereasoii  Ihe  moriiin{;of  the  12lh  of  March,  1864,  the 
remains  of  a  deceased  veteran  soldier,  of  a  Pennsylvania 
regiment,  were  found  in  the  canal  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, District  fif  Columbia,  and  were  before  eight  o'clock 
a.m.  of  that  day  removed  from  the  mud  and  water  to  the 
hank  of  the  canal,  and  about  one  hundred  feet  from  the 
corner  of  'I'hird  street  and  Missouri  avenue,  and  in  plain 
view  of  passers  by;  and  whereas  the  face  and  breast  of 
the  corpse  were  covered  with  a  dirty,  ragged  straw  mat; 
and  wliercis  a  coroner's  inquest  was  lield  on  the  body  on 
llie  morning  of  the  same  day;  and  whereas  the  body  oitlie 
deceased  was  left  lying  _iii  that  condition  in  the  sun,  un 
watched  and  uncovered,  and  liable  to  mutilation,  all  of  that 
day  and  until  afler  night: 

"■Resohed,  That  the  Conimittce  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia are  directed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House  who 
is  responsible  for  this  gross  neglect  and  horrid  indecency 
toward  the  remains  of  a  deceased  soldier." 

The  commitloe  have  endeavored  to  arrive  at  the  facts  in 
this  case,  and  in  order  to  do  so  have  had  examined,  under 
oath,  some  six  or  seven  witnesses,  from  whose  testimony 
it  would  appear  that  on  the  morning  of  the  12lli  ultimo, 
about  eight  o'clock,  the  body  of  a  deceased  soldier  wasdis- 
covered  in  the  canal  nearTliirdstreel.  As  soon  as  a  police 
officer  was  notified  of  the  fact  a  ines.'^cnger  was  sent  to 
Georgetown  for  the  coroner,  who  in  due  time  held  an  in- 
quest and  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "death  by  acci- 
d<iital  drowning ;"  Ihc  body  in  the  ineaii  time  lying  in  the 
care  of  a  policeman.  On  the  person  oftlie  deceased  soldier 
were  found  sixteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  money,  two 
combs,  a  pocket-knife,  and  a  gold  ring.  On  the  ring  was  an 
inscription  in  these  word^:  "Anthony  Deaver,  Co.  C,  56th 
J'eiin.  Vet.  Vols."  Al  about  twelve  o'clock,  in.,  the  in- 
quest was  concluded.  'J'lie  regi men t  to  which  the  deceased 
belonged  was  at  the  "  Soldiers'  Uesl  "  near  the  depot,  and 
the  foregoing  fsctj  wvrc  made  kno«n  to  its  olficers.  The 
"  officer  of  the  day"  for  the  regiment  detailed  a  corporal 
and  three  privates  to  go  and  take  charge  of  the  body,  which 
they  did.  promising  lo  attend  to  it  iiniiiediately,  and  also 
staling  lh.it  they  would  takc^  the  body  home  with  them. 
The  jury  donated  their  fct-^.  amounting  to  six  dollars,  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  in  defraying  the  expenses  ofsucli 
removal,  which  was  paid  over  to  Corporal  Henry  W.Drake 
and  his  receipt  taken  therefor.  The  police  officer  then 
left  the  body  in  the  care  of  his  former  comrades.  About 
half  past  four  o'clock  officer  Peiidcl,  of  the  metropolitan 
police,  found  that  the  body  had  not  been  removed  as  had 
been  promised  him,  and  no  one  in  charge  of  it.  lie  inime- 
dialely  reported  the  fact  lo  Cajitain  Moore,  corner  of  F 
and  Twcnty-l'irst  streets,  who  directed  a  clerk  to  take  down 
his  statemi'iit.'i  and  give  immediate  attention  to  Ihc  case. 
At  nine  o'clock  at  night,  however,  the  body  was  still  in  the 
fame  place  where  the  inquest  had  been  held.  Officer  I'ierce 
being  informed  of  the  fact  went  immediately  lo  the  rail- 
road depot  and  reported  to  Captain  Camp  who  was  in  charge 
there.  Captain  Camp  furnished  otficer  ricrcc  with  five 
men  and  a  stretcher,  and  sent  Captain  llipley,  who  was  in 
coiiiiiiand  of  the  guard,  to  the  ^sanitary  Ciiinmissioii  Lodge 
lo  make  nrrangemcnls  for  the  reception  of  the  body.  Olti- 
ecr  I'ierce  and  the  soldiers  took  the  body  lotlie  dead-house 
of  the  lodge  and  left  it  in  charge  of  one  of  the  employ«Ss. 
'i'he  ring,  combs,  and  knife,  were  delivered  to  Liciiienanl 
Colonel  George  li.  Osborne  of  the  rcgiiiient  to  which  the 
deceased  belonged. 

'i'he  committee  is  informed  and  believes  that  If  inlbrma- 
tioii  had  been  conveyed  to  Captain  Moore  at  any  time  be- 
fore five  o'clock,  the  remains  of  the  deceased  would  have 
been  properly  and  dcceiiily  interred  in  the  cemetery  al  the 
Soldiers' Home;  but  al  thai  hour  all  the  ainhulaiice.«  had 
been  pent  to  the  hospitals.  E:irly  the  n(;xl  morning  the 
body  was  so  interred. 

'J'he  conimitlee  propose  no  action  In  the  premises,  !\s  the 
niHinbers  of  the  police  were  inisle<l  by  llie  promises  of  ihe 
comrades  of  the  deceased  that  they  would  lake  care  of  the 
body  and  have  it  conveyed  lo  I'ennsylvaiiia. 

The  eoroiii'r  informs 'the  committee  that  the  lieutenant 
colonel  of  Ihe  regiinenl  lo  which  the  deceiised  bidoiiged 
was  examined  as  a  witness,  and  that  saiil  eolonel*agr<'ed 
•to  see  the  boily  properly  cared  for;  that  li(!.  ihe  naid  coro- 
ner, told  the  colonel  where  a  coHin  I'oiild  be  procured  at 
the  i-xpeiisr  of  {\ir  Government.  The  coroner  further  says 
thai  ill  addition  lo  nolifying  a  police  ollieer  lo  inform  the 
ollieeic  of  the  regiinenl  of  the  dialh  of  siiid  soldier,  he  also 
directed  him  In  notify  Captain  M.oorc.  'J'he  coniinitlcc 
have  no  inlorniation  thai  tliiji  was  done  prioriolive  o'clock. 

'J'he  I'limniitlee  have  no  excuse  to  offer  for  Captain  Moore 
for  not  having  removiMl  the  body  alter  being  nulilied,  except 
Ihal  given  above,  nor  for  the  police  ill  uot  iiotifylit(  Ciiplaiii 
Moore  before  five  o'clocU. 


The  fact  that  the  body  was  left  as  above  described,  was 
a  gross  outrage  upon  public  decency,  but  as  there  seenia  lo 
have  been  a  misunderstanding  in  liie  case,  the  coinmittce 
ask  to  he  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  ihc 
subject. 

PENITENTIAUY    IN    TIIE    DISTUICT. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  back  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  with  amendments. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  understand  that  that  bill  makes 
an  appropriation,  and  must  be  considered  in  Com- 
mittee of  ihe  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  appropriates  ^250,000for. 
a  penitentiary  in  the  District. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TIIE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Fornet, 
its  Secretary,  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  an  act  (No.  198)  to  aid  the  Indian  refu- 
gees lo  return  to  their  homes  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory; in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the  con- 
currence of  the  House. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  move. thatthe  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Comniitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  Houss 
accordingly  resolved  itselfinto  flie  Committee  o\ 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pike 
in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  lo  the  consideration, 
as  n  special  order,  of  the  business  of  tlie  District 
of  Columbia. 

STEAM  FIRE-ENGINE. 

The  first  bill  in  order  was  an  act  (S.  No.  168) 
providing  for  the  purchase  of  a  steam  fire-engine. 

The  bill  appropiitites  {^4,000  for  the  purchase 
of  a  steam  fire-engine  for  the  use  of  the  Colum- 
bia fire  company,  to  be  purchased  and  kept  in 
efficient  condition  by  the  company  or  by  the  cor- 
poration of  the  city-of  Wa-shinglon  without  fur- 
ther charge  to  the  Government. 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  re- 
ported the  following  amendment: 

Add  to  the  bill  the  following  new  secliorv: 
Sec.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  said!  engfre 
shall  be  under  the  general  direclion  and  control  of  the  mu 
nieipal  auihorities  of  the  city  of  Wasliingtou,  and  nothing 
in  this  act  eoiiiaincd  shall  be  construed' as  in  anyway  im- 
pairing the  authority  of  the  said  Government  over  said 
Columbia  fire  company,  or  of  Congress  in  the  control  of 
said  engine. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  move  to  amend  the  first 
section  by  striking  out  the  words  "Columbia 
fire  company  "  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  "fire  brigade  established  by  the  Govern- 
ment." Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety  that  the  Government  has  established  a. 
fire  department  here,  which  is  ordinarily  denom- 
inated the  fire  brigade.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  an 
absurdity  for  us  to  be  appropriating  $4,000  for  a 
volunteer  association  to  buy  a  fire-engine,  instead 
of  increasing,  if  it  be  necessary  to  increase,  the 
capacities  of  the  organization  established  by  the 
Government.  Why  should  we  vole  $4,000  for  a 
volunteer  association  which  may  be  abandoned 
in  six  months.'  ' 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  Let  me  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  this  Columbia 
fire  company  was  chartered  in  1810,  that  it  is  the 
first  fire  company  ever  organized  here, "that  its 
buildings  are  partly  owned  by  the  Government, 
thai  they  are  located  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  this  Capitol,  and  that  it  is  the  special 
province  of  the  company  to  protect  Government 
property,  and  particularly  this  Capitol.  The 
members  of  this  company  have  a  fine  library. 
The  idea  of  giving  a  fiie-ongiiie  to  n  brigade  or- 
ganized without  authoriiy  of  law,  and  which  may 
be  dismissed  al  any  time,  is  absurd. 

Mr.  THAYER.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  regard  to 
what  has  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
I  can  only  say  that  I  know  nothing  of  the  his- 
tory or  antecedents  of  thin  voluntary  associa- 
tion, the  Columbia  fire  company,  and  1  therefore 
know  nothing  to  its  prejudice.  But,  sir,  it  doe.") 
seem  lo  me  that  when  we  haveherean  organized 
body  under  the  control  of  the  Government  for 
this  ex|ireKS  purpose,  which  is  in  actual  service 
niid'siicccssful  operation,  and  when  that  orgaii- 
izaiion  is  n  Government  creature,  that  if  addi- 
tional conveniences  are  wantcd'Tor  |iulling  out 
fires,  every  dictate  of  coirimon  sense  requires  that 
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we  should  enlarge  llic  capacities  of  that  Govern- 
ment oii^anization,  rather  than  expend  tlie  money 
of  the  United  States  upon  a  voluntary  associa- 
tion for  the  same  purpose. 

The  gentleman  says,  suppose  this  organiza- 
tion, created  by  the  Government  for  a  mere  Gov- 
ernment purpose,  shouhl  be  abandoned;  if  that 
should  be  the  case,  of  course  the  property  would 
revert;  or  rather,  1  should  not  say  revert,  for  it 
never  would  have  left  the  conlrol  of  the  United 
Stales.  It  would  remain  wiiere  it- is  now,  if  this 
appropriation  should  be  made,  the  property  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  quite  a  different  thing  from 
donating  the  same  amount  for  the  benefit  of  a  vol- 
untary association,  which  may  be  abandoned  at 
any  time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  gen- 
tleman will  allow  me  to  ask  a  question.  The 
gentleman  speaks  of  this  fire  brigade  as  a  Govern- 
ment organization, and  of  iheColumbia  fire  com- 
pany as  n  voluntary  organization.  I  desire  to  call 
nis  attention  particularly  to  this  point,  and  to  ask 
him  whether  this  fire  brigade  is  not  also  a  volun- 
tary association. 

Mr.  THAYER.  No,  sir.  As  I  understand,  it 
is  an  organization  formed  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Secretary  of  War.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  the  fiicilities  for  putting  out  fires  were  so  very 
few,  and  there  had  such  a  vast  amount  of  Govern- 
ment property  accumulated  here,  rendered  inse- 
cure by  the  lack  of  these  facilities,  that  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case,  and  a  proper  consideration  for 
Government  property,  required  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  should  provide  increased  facilities  for  put- 
ting out  fires  in  this  city. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  Has  there 
ever  been  any  legislation  of  Congress  in  regard 
to  that  organization.' 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  am  notaware  that  there  has 
been.  I  am  perhaps  not  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  this  organization ,  perhaps  not 
so  well  as  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Kelley,]  and  who 
1  sec  is  on  the  floor,  who  1  expected  would  give 
the  House  some  information  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  ]  recollect 
no  legislation  upon  the  subject  during  the  last 
Congress,  and  1  never  hoard  of  it  before. 

Mr.  THAYER.  1  am  not  stating  that  there 
has  been  any  legislation  on  the  subject.  I  am 
not  aware  that  there  has  been.  But  1  do  know 
the  fact,  and  I  presume  everybody  knows  the  fact, 
that  such  an  organization  has  been  created,  and 
that  it  is  under  control  of  the  oflicers  of  theGov- 
ernmetit,  and  I  say  that  that  being  the  case,  it  is 
better  that  we  should  spend  this  money  in  a  way 
in  which  Government  shall  certainly  derive  the 
benefit  of  it,  rather  than  that  we  should  ex]iend 
it  upon  a  voluntary  association  which  is  not  un- 
der the  control  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  1  understand  that  this 
fire  brigade  is  simply  Hibernia  Company  No.  3, 
from  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.     No.  L 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  Exactly,  No.  1; 
brought  here  by  Secretary  Cameron,  and  paid  a 
very  high  price  for  protecting  the  property  of  the 
Government,  bringing  with  them  their  own  en- 
gine. Now,  as  a  matter  of  course,  as  soon  as  the 
war  is  over,  this  company  will  return  to  Phila- 
delphia, while  this  Columbia  company  is  a  per- 
manent institution  here,  the  Government  now 
owning  its  engine,  owning  the  building  in  which 
they  keep  it,  and  which,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, is  a  Government  compan^;  while  the  other 
consists  of  mere  volunteers  for  a  particular  exi- 
gency, and,  between  the  two,  is  the  company  to 
be  relied  on  for  the  protection  of  Government 
property.  Is  it  not,  then,  better  to  supply  an 
engine  to  this  company,  located  in  this  cafiital, 
rather  than  to  a  company  brought  liere  from 
another  city  for  a  mere  temporary  purpose.? 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  will  wait  until  1  have  concluded  what  I  have 
to  say.  I  supposed  that  he  rose  to  make  an  in- 
quiry and  not  a  speech.  1  have  tfiken  up  more 
lime  than  1  expected  on  this  comparatively  un- 
important subject. 

Now,  in  regard  to  what  has  been  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  in  reference  to  the  Columbia 
fire  company.  That  company  is  now  in  occu- 
palion  of  a  building  owned  by  the  United  States. 
I  suppo.se  ho  will  scarcely  expect  us  to  believe 
that  tin;  own<;r.sl]i|i  of  the  building  will  carry  with 
il  '.he  owncrshij)  of  the  engine.'      ~ 


Mr.  BEAMAN.  Let  the  amendment  be  read ; 
I  think  that  it  is  misunderstood. 

The  amendment  was  again  read. 

Mr.  THAYER,  it  is  true,  and  I  suppose  thai 
is  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  in 
having  the  amendment  read,  that  this  company 
is  und^r  the  control  of  the  District  authorities. 
But  that  does  not  conlrol  the  right  of  property 
transferred  to  this  company  in  a  steam-engine  by 
the  first  section  of  the  bill.  On  the  contrary,  it 
simply  gives  the  District  authorities  a  control  as 
it  controls  all  other  fire  companies  which  are  sub- 
ject to  the  local  municipal  regulations.  So  much 
for  that.  The  first  section  of  the  bill  gives  the 
property  to  the  company. 

Now,  in  regard  to  what  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Morris]  slated  in  regard  to  the  fire 
brigade,  and  about  it  consisting  of  steam-engines 
coming  from  Philadelphia,  1  suppose  the  gentle- 
man can  scarcely  be  unacquainted  with  the  great 
celebrity  of  the  fire  system  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  famous  character  which  it  has  acquired 
throughout  the  country  for  efficiency,  and  will 
not  therefore  be  prejudiced  by  the  fact  that  the 
engines  now  used  come  from  that  city.  I  presume 
that  no  higher  recommendation  could  be  given  to 
this  organization  under  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  no  higher  hope  of  its  efliciency  could 
be  inspired  in  the  minds  of  any  one  who  knows 
anything  in  reference  to  the  history  of  this  fire 
brigade  than  to  state  that  both  the  engines  and  the 
firemen  come  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  a  city 
in  which  fire  companies  have  gained  a  reputation 
which  I  do  not  think  is  exceeded  by  that  of  that 
description  of  organization  in  any  other  city  of 
the  United  States. 

But  I  do  not  intend  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  by  prolonging  the  discussion  on  a  matter 
of  no  great  magnitude.  It  does  seem  to  me,  how- 
ever, to  involve  a  principle  which  ought  to  be  ad- 
hered to,  and  that  is,  where  we  are  called  upon  to 
appropriate  money  for  any  purpose  the  Govern- 
ment should  employ  the  agents  and  means  to  ex- 
ecute that  purpose.  It  is  our  duty  to  appropriate 
money  in  that  way  which  will  keep  il  under  the 
control  of  the  Government,  so  as  to  inure  to  its 
benefit  and  advantage  rather  than  to  leave  the 
matter  to  a  company  which  may  have  a  fluctua- 
ting and  uncertain  existence. 

Mr.  WASI-IBURNE, of  Illinois.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  seen  a  great  many  curious  bills  brought 
into  this  House,  especially  from  the  Senate,  but 
1  have  never  seen  any  more  singular  than  the  one 
now  pending.  The  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seatseems  to  have  addressed  his  remarks  more 
particularly  to  the  amendment  than  in  opposition 
to  the  bill.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment  as 
well  as  to  the  bill;  and  I  desire  the  attention  of 
the  committee  for  one  moment  to  the  characterof 
this  proposition  under  which  we  are  asked  to  ap- 
propriate $4,000  of  our  constituents'  money  to 
buy  a  fire-engine  for  the  city  of  Washington. 

It  appropriates  §4,000  "out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated"  (I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  large  amount  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  appropriated  at  the  present  time)  for  the 
purchase  of  a  sieaiti-engine  for  the  use  of  the  Co- 
lumbia fire  company  of  Washington  city.  The 
amendment  proposes  to  strike  out  the  words 
"Columbia  fire  company,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "  fire  brigade  established  by  the 
Government,"  which  is  a  sort  of  institution  not 
clearly  defined,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn 
in  this  debate. 

Mr.  THAYER.  Alio  w  me  to  say  that  I  thought 
I  had  clearly  defined  it.  It  is  an  organization 
created  by  the  Secretary  of  War  out  of  the  neces- 
sities of  llie  Govcrnmeni  and  under  the  control  of 
the  War  Department  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to 
the  facilities  for  putting  out  fires  in  Washington. 

Mr.  WASFIBURNE,  of  Illinois.  That  must 
rest  upoti  a  slight  basis.  It  is  an  organization 
established  by  the  will  merely  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  can  be  disbanded  whenever  he  pleases. 

Mr.  THAYER.  The  property  remains  in  the 
custody  of  the  agent  of  the  War  Department.  I 
do  not  want  to  be  considered  as  the  especial  ad- 
vocate of  this  measure.  I  simply  stand  here  to 
say  that  il  is  better  to  appropriate  loan  organiza- 
tion under  the  control  of  the  Government  than  lo 
an  irresponsible  associalit)n. 

Mr.  WASH  nURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  differ  with 
my  friend  in  regard  to  that.  If  an  appropriation  is 
to  be  made  for  this  purpose!  prefer  that  it  should  be 


made  lo  one  of  the  fire  companies  of  the  Districi, 
rather  than  to  lliis  fire  brigade,  such  as  1  under- 
stand il  lo  be.  The  bill  further  provides  that  the 
engine  shall  be  purchased  for  and  kept  in  efficient 
conditiorf  by  the  Columbia  fire  company  or  by 
the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington  with- 
out further  charge  to  the  Government. 

I  now  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
proposed  amendment.  It  provides  that  such  en- 
gine shall  be  under  the  general  direction  and  con- 
trol of  the  municipal  authorities  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  or,  if  the  section  is  amended  as  pro- 
posed, the  fire  brigade  established  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  nothing  in  the  act  shall  be  con- 
strued in  any  way  to  impair  the  authority  of  the 
city  government  over  such  fire  company,  or  o( 
Congress  over  such  fire-engine. 

The  long  and  short  of  the  whole  matter  is  that 
we  are  called  upon  lo  vote  $4,000  to  a  fire  com- 
pany in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  I  say  we 
have  no  more  rightlo  do  that  than  we  have  to  vote 
$4,000  for  an  engine  company  in  the  city  of  Ga- 
lena, or  in  the  town  which  has  the  honor  to  claim 
my  distinguished  friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Thayer]  as  one  of  its  citizens.  We  are  asked, 
notwithstanding  all  we  have  done,  notwithstand- 
ing all  we  are  doing  for  the  city  of  Washington, 
to  appropriate  §4,000  to  one  of  its  fire  companies. 
There  is  no  end  to  the  greed  of  this  city.  We  have 
paved  their  streets,  we  have  lighted  them,  brought 
water  into  the  city  at  an  expense  of  §5,000,000; 
and  yet  this  city  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand inhabitants  refuse  lo  sprinkle  the  streets  by 
the  water  Congress  has  brought  to  their  doors, 
and  if  that  is  (lone  at  all,  it  will  have  to  be  done 
by  Congress. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  whole  thing.  1  say  let 
the  city  raise  their  taxation,  and  take  care  of  their 
fire  companies  and  their  streets,  and  make  them 
decent  and  passable,  and  if  they  desire  to  make 
those  companies  a  present  of  fire-engines  let  them 
do  it  themselves,  and  not  call  on  Congress  to  com- 
pel the  people  of  the  United  States  to  foot  the  bill. 
The  ground  upon  which  it  is  urged  that  this  pur- 
chase of  an  engine  should  be  made  for  this  fire 
company  is,  that  it  is  toproleclthe  property  of  the 
Government.  If  the  public  buildings  cannol  be 
protected  without  such  an  appropriation  as  this, 
1  say  let  the  public  buildings  go.  1  am  opposed 
to  this  whole  bill,  and  all  like  bills.. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  am  surprised  to  see  so 
large  an  amount  of  eloquetice  expended  upon  so 
small  a  matter.  It  is  said  by  the  gentleman  who 
last  addressed  the  committee  that  there  is  no  more 
reason  why  we  should  appropriate  §4,000  lobuy 
n  steam-engine  for  a  fire  company  m  Washing- 
ton than  there  is  that  we  should  spend  §4,000  to 
buy  an  engine  for  a  company  in  Galena.  It  ought 
to  be  remembered  that  the  Government  itself  has 
something  like  §30,000,000  of  property  in  this 
city  to  be  protected  from  fire.  In  that  fact  we  find 
reason  why  the  Government  should  appropriate 
something  for  the  protection  of  that  properly 
from  the  flames.  We  should  remember  also  that 
there  is  about  an  equal  amount  of  property  in 
this  city  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  Washington. 

I  wish  to  know  why  a  fire-engine  company,  be- 
cause it  is  efficient,  should  be  brought  from  Phil- 
adelphia to  protect  the  properly  of  the  citizens  of 
Washington.'  There  may  be  very  efficient  com- 
panies in  Philadelphia  and  in  New  York  and  in 
Boston;  but  I  find  no  .reason  in  that  why  they 
should  be  brought  here  to  protect  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  this  District,  and  to  be  paid  more 
than  the  city  pays  its  firemen  in  this  city  for  pro- 
tecting its  properly. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman whether  the  want  of  efficient  facilities  here 
for  properly  protecting  the  property  of  the  Gov- 
ernment from  conflagration  would  not,  in  his 
opinion,  be  a  sufficient  justification  for  bringing 
here  an  efficient  fire  company  and  their  afiparalus 
from  New  York,  Philadelphia,  orany  other  place. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  say  it  is  yet  to  be  shown 
that  there  is  a  lack  of  efficiency  in  the  fire  depart- 
ment of  this  city.  Letters  were  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  committee  from  Professor  Biicho, 
and  other  gentlemen  of  this  city,  stating  that  the 
fire  department  here  is  one  of  the  most  eificient 
which  they  have  cverkHown. 

Mr.  THAYER.  If  the  gentleman  will  permit 
me,  I  would  like  lo  ask  him  whether  he  does  not 
know  that  it  was  n  matter  of  public  notoriety  at 
the  time  this  fire  brigade  was  created  that  the 
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facilities  for  putting  out  fires  in  Washington  were 
entirely  inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Even  if  tiint  were  so, 
eir,  we  find  no  reason  in  it  why  a  company  should 
be  transported  from  Philadelphia  here,  and  be 
thrown  as  a  public  burden  upon  the  Government 
and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury.  It  would  be 
far  better  to  organize  an  efficientcorps  of  firemen 
in  this  city;  and,  as  I  understand  it,  this  'fire 
brigade  was  organized  without  law,  simply  under 
the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Now  I 
apprehend  it  would  be  better  to  organize  a  fire 
brigade,  if  you  please,  or  a  fire  police,  in  the  city 
of  Washington  under  law,  and  have  the  property 
used  by  that  fire  brigade  the  property  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  it  will  be  if  we  appropriate  this  $4,000 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  steam  fire-engine. 

The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Washburne]  goes  against  all  appropria- 
tions; and  1  have  been  struck  in  the  short  ex- 
perience 1  have  had  in  this  House  with  this  fact, 
that  when  a  very  small  appropriation  is  called  for 
some  matter  of  the  utmost  importance,  why  then 
there  is  great  opposition  to  it;  but  if  a  ship  canal 
or  a  steamship,  or  something  else  that  calls  for 
millions  comes  before  the  House,  it  is  rushed 
through  here  as  a  thing  of  the  least  importance; 
then  our  economy  looks  to  the  appropriation  of 
those  large  amounts  and  we  are  called  upon  in  the 
name  of  patriotism  to  make  the  appropriation; 
but  when  a  man  has  an  honest  claim  against  the 
Government,  or  some  small  appropriation  like 
this  is  called  foj,  the  economy  of  the  House  is 
always  brought  up  here  against  its  passage. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  ofPennsylvania.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  think  that  this  appropriation  is  entirely 
unnecessary,  and  that  in  the  present  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  country  the  House  would  not  be 
justified  in  making  it.  I  desire,  however,  to  say 
a  word  respecting  the  merits  of  these  companies. 
The  gentleman  asks  why  this  Philadelphia  com- 
pany came  here.  They  came  here  at  the  wish  of 
the  Secretary  of  War.  They  came  here  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  They  came  here  preparad  to  do 
theirduty  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  the 
sequel  has  shown  that  they  stand  high  in  that  re- 
spect. 

I  repeat  that  this  appropriation  is  not  neces- 
sary, and  1  think  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  establish,  as  far  as  we  are  able 
to  do  so,  uniform  and  exact  regulations  as  to  the 
control  of  the  fire  department  of  Washington, 
but  I  am  at  the  same  time  unwilling  to  send  this 
company  into  the  fire  department  of  Washington 
with  free  foot  to  do  as  they  please  without  rhyme 
or  reason. 

As  to  the  appropriation  of  the  money,  I  have 
nothing  to  say  about  that.  If  the  majority  of  the 
House  think  that  they  can  waste  this  amount  of 
money,  they  are  welcome  to  do  it.  The  respons- 
ibility does  not  rest  upon  me,  for  I  resist  the 
needless  expenditure  of  this  amount  of  money. 

Mr.KELLEY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  opposed 
to  the  bill  now  before  the  House  granting  this 
money  to  the  fire  brigade  or  to  the  company 
named;  both  to  the  original  bill  and  to  the  amend- 
ment. I  am  not  going  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the  Philadelphia  fire  department,  or  of  any  other; 
but  1  want  to  recur  briefly  to  the  condition  of 
things  at  the  time  at  which  that  steam-engine  was 
introduced  into  the  city  of  Washington.  The 
Government  was  aggregating  here  immense 
quantities  of  military  stores.  The  fire  depart- 
ment of  the  District — whatever  may  be  said  of 
the  conduct  of  this  particular  company  at  the 
time  this  Capitol  was  burning — was  certainly  nei- 
ther very  complete  in  its  apparatus  nor  very  effi- 
cient in  the  performance  of  its  duties;  and  more 
than  that,  there  was  great  question  as  to  what 
might,  under  certain  circumstances,  be  the  fidel- 
ity of  the  department.  1  had,  shortly  before  that 
time,  seen  one  of  the  volunteer  companies  of  the 
District  marched  into  the  space  in  front  of  the 
War  Department  to  be  sworn  into  the  service  of 
the  United  Slates  for  the  protection  of  this  city, 
and  had  seen  more  than  half  of  them  refuse  to 
take  the  oath.  Out  of  a  company  of  seventy- 
eight  men,  forty  refused  to  take  the  oath;  and  it 
■was  not  safe  to  leave  the  charge  of  the  public 
stores  to  a  volunteer  fire  department  made  up  very 
much  of  the  same  materials  that  constituted  those 
volunteer  companies.  It  was  important  that  an 
engine  or  engines  more  efficient  than  the  little 
hand  engines  of  the  District  should  be  at  hand. 


The  then  Secretary  of  War  procured  a  steam-en- 
gine and  an  efficient  company,  and  stationed  it, 
as  I  undcr,st;uid,  where  it  is  most  convenient  for 
theprotection  of  Government  stores,  which  were 
in  frame  buildings,  easily  inflammable,  \#1iich  had 
been  constructed  for  the  temporary  shelter  of 
those  stores. 

I  do  not  think  it  belongs  to  Congress  to  organ- 
ize a  fire  department  for  the  city  of  Washington. 
I  think  that  is  a  pretty  important  part  of  munici- 
pal duty.  I  know  that  we  of  Philadelphia  have 
had  as  efficient  a  fire  departmentas,  perliaps,  any 
other  citizens,  and  one  that  for  a  series  of  years 
gave  us  as  much  trouble  as  any  other  organiza- 
tion in  that  or  any  other  city.  I  know  thatafire 
department,  to  be  organized  here,  should  be  or- 
ganized under  municipal  control,  with  adequate 
restraints,  and  therefore  I  am  opposed  to  appro- 
priating any  money  to  any  volunteer  fire  company. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  remembering,  as  I  do, 
that  the  Government  has  here  now  from  twenty 
to  forty  million  dollars  of  stores,  I  think  it  should 
not  be  restricted  to  the  one  steam-engine  that  it 
has  here,  but  that  it  would  be  judicious,  as  a  tem- 
porary measure,  to  provide  one  or  more  addi- 
tional ones.  But  that  is  a  question  for  those  who 
have  charge  of  the  Government  stores. 

The  point  that  I  want  to  impress  on  the  House 
is  that  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  organizes  vol- 
unteer fire  department  and  give  it  a  steam-engine. 
And  I  do  not  think  that  we  ought  to  give  to  what 
is  called  the  fire  brigade  here  such  a  sum  of  money 
to  expend — for  it  is  a  mere  temporary  arrange- 
ment— a  body  of  men  and  an  apparatus  brought 
here  to  be  used  by  the  Government  during  what 
we  hoped  would  be  a  brief  exigency. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  would  not  trouble  the  committee  with  any 
further  remarks  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  lecture 
that  my  distinguished  friend  from  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Patterson]  has  read  me,  all  in  good 
temper,  and  which  I  received  in  the  same  good 
spirit.  It  was  not  necessary  for  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  to  tell  me  that  any  member 
of  the  House  who  runs  athwart  private  interests 
and  the  projects  of  individuals  is  not  particularly 
popular  with  parties  interested,  both  out  of  this 
House  and  in  this  House.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  insinuated,  rather  than  stated, 
that  while  I  could  be  very  eloquent  over  these 
small  things  I  was  very  ready  to  vote  for  larger 
appropriations;  and  he  spoke  of  ship  canals  and 
other  measures.  I  believe  I  have  not  voted  for 
any  ship-canal  project  this  session  of  Congress, 
and  I  presume  I  shall  not  vote  for  any  for  which 
the  gentleman  himself  will  not  vote  when  the 
question  comes  up.  And  on  the  same  principle 
1  shnll  vote  for  that  project  as  1  have  voted  for 
other  military  measures  connected  with  the  de- 
fense of  the  country,  and  particularly  on  tlie  At- 
lantic coast.  I  am  willing  to  leave  to  the  country 
my  record  in  regard  to  all  my  votes  on  our  ap- 
propriations. I  wish  there  were  more  gentlemen 
%o  go  with  me  in  trying  to  stay  some  of  these 
wasteful  and  extravagant  appropriations,  even 
some  of  the  smallest,  for  it  is  these  many  small 
appropriations  that  make,  in  the  aggregate,  a 
large  sum. 

JVIr.  Chairman,  let  me  go  a  little  further.  As 
the  gentleman  has  seen  fit  to  lecture  me  in  regard 
to  my  course  in  resisting  what  1  believe  to  be  un- 
necessary appropriations,  I  wish  to  ask  him  how 
he  has  been  found  when  these  questions  of  appro- 
priations have  been  before  us.'  I  remember  some 
of  the  votes  given  by  my  honorable  friend.  When 
the  naval  appropriation  bill  was  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  1  attempted 
to  defeat  the  appropriation  of  $135,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  piece  of  jjroperty  oL  the  Charlestown 
navy-yard.  I  opposed  it  first  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  unnecessary,  and  secondly  on  the  ground 
that  the  sum  named  was  enormous  and  extrava- 
gant, and  in  fact  that  it  was  reported  to  be  a  swin- 
dle, as  it  has  turned  out  to  be  since.  The  people 
of  Charlestown  saw  it  to  be  a  swindle;  and  sent  a 
committee  here  to  expose  it.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  would  not  go  with  me  in  my 
vain  attempt  to  get  tho  committee  to  strike  it  out, 
but  ho  voted,  if  I  rightly  remember,  to  keep  itin 
the  bill.  It  was  a  little  thing,  only  $135,000— a 
mere  bagatelle,  and  1  "grew  eloquent  over  it," 
as  the  gentleman  would  say,  and  he  refused  to 
vote  against  the  appropriation. 

There  was  n  bill  before  the  House  the  other  day 


which  will  result,  I  undertake  to  say,  in  taking 
$100,000  from  the  Treasury,  to  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  some  patent-right  man,  and  the  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Patterson]  was  found  voting  for  that. 
He  went  with  the  majority  of  the  House,  and  the 
majority  of  the  House  is,  of  course,  much  wiser 
than  I  profess  to  be.  I  am  willing  to  compare 
records  with  my  friend  from  New  Hampshire  in. 
regard  to  these  ■wotes.  I  have  been, unfortunately, 
too  longin  Congress,  and  I  know  how  these  things 
are  brought  here.  I  know  the  arguments;  I  know 
the  pressure;  and  I  know  how  much  easier  it  is  to 
yield  and  let  all  these  matters  go  through  than  to 
resist  them.  But  I  believe  there  is  such  a  thing 
as  duty  to  the  country  in  these  times,  and  no  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  who. is  ri»id  and  persistent  in 
his  opposition  to  every  dollar  of  appropriation 
which  is  not  absolutely  necessary,  need  have  any 
fear  of  his  record  when  submitted  to  the  scrutiny 
of  his  constituents  and  the  country. 

But,  sir,  in  these  times,  when  Congress  has  ap- 
propriated tensof  millions,  hundreds  of  millions, 
yes,  sir,  thousands  of  millions,  as  we  have  since 
this  rebellion  broke  out,  I  would  appeal  to  all  tho 
members  of  this  House  as  the  guardians  of  the 
rights  and  the  purses  of  the  people,  that  we  should 
guard  still  more  vigilantly  all  the  appropriations 
that  are  to  come  before  us.  That  is  the  platform 
upon  which  I  stand  in  all  this  matter  of  appropri- 
ations, both  great  and  small,  and  therefore  oppose 
this  bill  and  all  kindred  bills. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Dhmont,]  who  is  entitled  to  the 
floor,  to  allow  me  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois a  question. 

Mr.  DUMONT.     I  yield  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  want  to  ask  the  gentleman 
if  he  has  made  his  statement  as  a  mere  rhetorical 
flourish,  or  whether  we  have  actually  appropri- 
ated these  thousands  of  millions  of  dollars?  I 
have  been  aware  that  the  appropriations  made  by 
this  Congress  were  exceedingly  large,  but  I  did 
not  know  how  much  we  had  appropriated.  It 
seems  to  me  as  if  he  had  spoken  the  truth,  but  J 
should  like  to  know  from  him  whether  itis  really 
the  fact. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  seems  the 
gentleman  did  not  ask  the  question  for  informa- 
tion, then. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  Oh, Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot 
agree  to  allow  a  triangular  fight  of  this  kind  to  go 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  merely 
desire  to  say  this:  the  gentleman  from  Wiscon- 
sin has  access  to  the  records,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
without  referring  to  them  knows  how  many  ap- 
propriations he  has  voted  for  himself  to  carry  on 
the  war  and  put  down  the  rebellion.  Pie  can  per- 
haps now  state  to  the  House  and  the  country 
how  many  appropriations  he  has  sustained  to  put 
down  JefF.  Davis's  rebellion. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  believe  I  have  voted  for 
them  pretty  much  all,  but  can  the  gentleman  tell 
me  how  much  they  amount  to.'' 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  Qf  Illinois.  The  gen- 
tleman, 1  presume,  would  like  to  know;  for  I  am 
not  aware  that  he  has  voted  for  a  single  appro- 
priation or  a  single  measure  necessary  for  putting 
down  this  rebellion. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  trust  that  I 
shall  be  permitted  a  single  word.  Charlestown 
has  not  entered  at  all  into  the  controversy,  and  I 
must  protest  against  that  portion  of  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  which  denounces 
the  appropriation  of  $135,000  in  the  naval  ap- 
propriation bill  for  the  purchase  of  land  to  increase 
the  usefulness  of  the  Charlestown  navy-yard  as 
a  swindle.  I  do  not  believe  there  arc  any  facts  in 
the  possession  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that 
will  justify  him  in  making  the  declaration  here 
that  It  was  a  swindle. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  I  really  must  go  on  with 
what  I  was  saying. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana will  proceed  without  interruption. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman will  allow  me  to  conclude  what  i  was 
saying. 

Mr.  DUMONT.     Very  well,  go  on. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  submit,  sir, 
that  there  was  not  one  particle  of  evidence  sub^ 
mittcd  either  to  the  Committee  of  Waysand  Mean^ 
or  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs,  or  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  from  the  time  that  bill 
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was  framed  until  it  passed  ilic- House — not  one 
single  fact  submitted,  or  a  particle  of  evidence  of 
any  description,  that  there  was  a  fraud  or  swindle 
connected  will)  thai  purchase.  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  informatiom  whatever  that  casta  even  a 
shadow  of  suspicion  of  there  being;  any  swindle 
connected  witli  it.  It  may  be  tnerely  a  question 
of  difference  of  judgment,  that  is  all,  and  the  gen- 
tleman is  entitled  to  his  opinion. 

Mv.  DUMONT.  I  must  insist  upon  having 
the  floor. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts'.  But  he  has  no 
authority  to  denounce  it  as  a  swindle. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  will  come  to  order.  [Cries  of 
"  Order  !"  and  confusion.] 

Mr.  COX.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I 
do  not  see  any  connection  between  the  Charles- 
town  navy-yard  and  a  fire-engine.  [Laughter.] 
I  see  no  relevancy  between  the  two;  and  besides 
that  I  want  these  brethren  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  to  dwell  together  in  unity.  [Great  laugli- 
ter.] 

M  r.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  believe  I  have 
the  floor. 

.  Mr.  DUMONT.  No,  sir;  I  decline  to  yield 
the  floor  any  further  about  that  matter.  I  yield, 
however,  to  my  colleague  on  the  committee,  [Mr. 
Davis.] 

iMr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  When  this  bill 
was  first  introduced  I  felt  very  indiflferent  as  to 
its  fate,  but  this  discussion  has  convinced  me  that 
we  need  an  efiicient  fire  company  here  to  extin- 
guish the  fireamono;  members.  I  think  my  friend 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.WASHBURNis,]  who  has  become 
utterly  inflamed  ougiit  to  be  put  out  in  some  way 
or  other.   [Laughter.] 

Mr.  COX.     Agreed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.  Now,  sir,  it  seems 
to  me  we  are  making  a  great  discussion  about  a 
very  small  matter.  The  information  which  came 
before  our  committee  was  such  as  induced  the 
conviction  in  my  mind  that  this  was  an  appro- 
priation which  ought  to  be  made  in  the  way  wliich 
the  bill  provides  for.  Whether  we  have  a  fire 
brigade  under  the  War  Department  or  not  I  doubt 
whether  this  is  the  most  efiicient  organization  we 
can  have  in  this  city.  1  doubt,  although  it  is  said 
we  have  an  organization  called  the  "fire  brig- 
ade," under  the  War  Department.,  whether  that 
is  the  most  efiicient  organization  which  we  can 
have  in  the  city  of  Washii)gton.  We  want  the 
comjianies  on  the  ground.  We  want  prohipt  fire- 
men who  understand  their  business,  whether  they 
come  from  Ptiiladelphia  or  elsewhere.  I  am  in 
favor  of  having  efficient  firemen,  and  from  the 
representations  made  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  by  Professor  Bache  and 
others,  we  can  have  no  more  efficient  firemen  than 
the  members  of  this  Columbia  fire  company. 
They  are  represcuted  to  be  able  and  efiicient  fire- 
men, as  much  so  as  those  imported  from  Pliila- 
delphia  some  time  ago.  And  inasmuch  as  my 
friend  from  Philadelphia  [Mf. Thayer]  hasstated 
that  those  men  camehere  two  years  ago,  at  a 
moment's  notice,  I  take  it  that  they  must  be 
anxious  by  this  time  to  return  to  their  homes. 
Therefore  I  presume  there  can  bono  objection  on 
tlieir|)art,  especially  as  we  can  fill  up  their  places 
by  men  from  this  city,  who  are  citizens,  and  by 
lung  experience  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
extinguishment  of  fires. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  1  beg  leave  to  Bay  that  I  have 
no  doubt  my  friend  from  Illinois  is  right  in  ref- 
erence to  some  incidents  referred  to  by  him;  but 
I  hardly  tl)ink  he  understands  the  exact  nature 
of  the  pending  proposition.  In  my  judgment  he 
has  totally  misunderstood  the  provisions  of  the 
bill.  It  makes  no  appropriation  to  any  fire  com- 
pany whatever.  He  takes  ground  radically 
against  the  bill ;  he  strikes  at  the  root  of  the  meas- 
ure, and  declares  that  it  is  an  appropriation  for  a 
fire  company.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  so 
interpret  tlie  bill.  I  do  not  so  understand  thelan- 
guage  of  the  bill.  1  do  not  so  understand  the 
character  of  this  appropriation.  1  undeistand 
When  the  Government  of  ilie  United  St.ites  iipnro- 
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priates  money  for  the  purchase  of  a  steam-engine, 
or  anything  else,  the  custody  of  that  property 
must  be  committed  to  some  human  agent. ^  It  is 
in  this  case  as  it  has  been  in  all  like  cases.  We 
propose  to  appropriate  §4,000  for  the  purchase  of 
a  steam-engine,  and  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
greater  facilities  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires  at 
this  capital.  Now, some  one  has  to  take  charge 
of  this  property,  and  the  question  is  who  shall 
that  custodian  be?  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, on  my  left,  introduces  an  amendment 
that  this  steam-engine  shall  be  committed  to  the 
custody  of  a  Philadelphia  fire  company  tempo- 
rarily in  this  city.  I  havenodoubt thatcompany 
came  to  this  city  on  a  righteous  errand.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  they  have. done  good  service  since 
they  have  been  here.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  ef- 
ficiency of  that  company,  and  that  it  is  an  excel- 
lent institution  in  this  city.  They  were  brought 
here  because  of  the  necessity  of  the  times,  and 
they  will  remain  here  only  temporarily.  They 
do  not  pretend  to  be  a  permanent,  institution  of 
Washington.  They  are  incorpo-rated  by  v.o  law 
of  the  land.  They  have  been  brought  here  to 
answer  a  temporary  e^mergency,  and  that,  too, 
under  no  legislation  by  this  Congress.  They  may 
be  here  to-day  and  in  Philadelphia  to-morrow. 
They  are  evanescent  and  uncertain,  they  do  not 
belong  here,  and  we  want  men  who  are  associ- 
ated in  a  permanent  organization  in  this  city. 
Now,  shall  we  appropriate  §4,000  for  the  purchase 
of  a  steam-engine  and  give  it  intft  the  custody  of 
a  body  of  men  which  is, acting  under  no  act  of  in- 
corporation at  all;  a  body  of  men  skilled  to  be 
sure  in  extinguishing  fires,  but  who  may  be  here 
to-day  and  otF  to-morrov.'? 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  wish  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana.  The  "  fire  brigade"  isa  re- 
sponsible a.ssociation.  The  gentleman  must  have 
an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  subject,  or  he  could 
not  be  led  into  such  an  error  as  to  allege  that  it 
is  not.  It  was  organized  by  the  Secielary  of 
War,  and  is  at  this  moment  under  the  charge  of 
General  Rucker.  Under  General  Rucker  there  is 
an  engineer.  There  is  no  voluntary  association 
of  persons  about  it.  They  stand  toward  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  relation  of  agen^s  employed  by 
the  Government  fur  a  certain  purpose. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  There  is  as  much  perpetuity 
in  the  institution  as  in  the  existence  of  a  butterfly. 
That  is  all  you  can  say  of  it.  The  qitestion  is 
whether  we  shall  submit  the  custody  of  this  steam- 
engine,  when  it  is'  purchased,  to  this  temporary 
association  of  firemen,  or  to  the  Columbia  fire 
company,  which  has  been  in  existence  here  for  so 
many  years.  The  real  estate  now  occupied  by  the 
Columbia  fire  company  is  owned  in  part  by  the 
Government  and  in  part  by  the  company  itself. 
It  ja  joint  stock,  so  to  speak,  in  reference  to  real 
estate.     That  is  one  substantial  reason. 

But  there  is  another  reason,  and  that  is,  that 
the  location  of  this  fire  building  and  company  is 
contiguous  to  the  public  buildings.  Now  I  have 
no  more  interest  in  this  matter,  nor  have  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, than  everybody  else.  The  question  of  the 
expediency  ofappropriating§4,000  for  tliisengine 
has  been  investigated  by  two  committees  which 
have  ,the  interest  of  the  public  property  of  this 
District  in  charge.  The  engine,  after  it  is  bought 
and  committed  to  the  custody  of  this  company, 
still  belongs  to  the  Government  toallintents  and 
purposes.     We  are  not  donating  a  single  dollar. 

This  company  is  located  contiguous  to  the  pub- 
lic buildings.  It  is  an  efiicient  institution,  organ- 
ized in  1810,  and  entitled  to  as  much  credit  as 
any  one  of  a  similar  character  in  the  city.  Per- 
haps that  is  not  a  very  exalted  eulogy,  but  all 
we  have  to  do  is  to  do  the  best  we  can.  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  this  city  does  demand  at  the 
hands  of  this  Congress,  and  has  .demanded  of 
past  and  will  demand  of  future  Congresses,  u 
great  deal  that  is  not  incumbent  upon  us  to  grant. 
But  I  do  not  know  that  this  appropriation  is  to 
be  made  at  all  upon  the  demand  of  this  city.  1 
think  the  committee  having  charge  of  the  safety 
of  the  public  building.s  in  tlie  District  of  Colum- 


bia have  brought  this  bill  forward  with  a  view 
to  protect  the  public  property,  and  not  to  accom- 
modate the  District  of  Columbia  or  the  citizen.s 
of  Washington. 

The  amendment  ofTered  by  Mr.  Thayer  waa 
not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  that 
the  bill  be  reported  to  tlie  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  WILSON.     Upon  that  I  demand  tellers. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  will  with- 
draw ray  motion.  Tlie  bill  will  have  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  House  anyway,  to  be  voted  on 
there. 

The  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

PENITENTIAUY  KOK. THE  DISTRICT  Off  COLUMBIA. 

The  next  bill  on  the  Calendar  wasa  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  169)  authorizingthe  construction  ofa  peniten- 
tiary, jail,  and  house  of  correction  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  for  which  the  committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  had  offered  a  substi- 
tute. 

The  substitute  was  read. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  propose  to  have  read 
by  the  Clerk  the  report  of  the  committee  accom- 
panying the  bill.  I  think  it  embodies  in  brief, 
perhaps,  all  I  ought  to  say  relative  to  the  matter 
under  consideration.     I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  it. 

The  report  was  read. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
ought  to  add  any  thingfurther,  after  having  had  the 
re|>ort  read  from  the  Clerk's  desk.  But  as  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the 
substitute  reported  to-day,  have  proposed  some 
amendments  differing  somewhat  from  the  report 
and  from  the  bill  as  printed,  perhaps  I  ought  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  those  amend- 
ments. By  reference  to  the  substitute  as  printed  it 
will  be  seen  that  itprovides  that  all  these  buildings 
should  be  located  upon  contiguous  territory.  In  the 
substitute  reported  by  the  committee  to-day,  the 
words  "upon  contiguous  territory"  liave  been 
stricken  out,  and  the  selection  of  the  site  or  sites 
of  these  buildings  is  left  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
District,  and  the  mayors  of  the  cities  of  Wash- 
ington and  Georgetown. 

The  bill  further  provides  that  before  a  contract 
is  entered  into  for  the  erection  of  these  build- 
ings, this  board,  consisting  of  the  Secretary, 
judges,  and  mayors,  shall  decide  upon  a  plan  and 
specifications  for  the  erection  of  these  buildings, 
or  such  portions  of  them  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary for  the  present  wants  of  the  District.  After 
the  board  has  decided  who  is  the  lowest  responsible 
bidder,  and  after  the  contract  in  entered  into,  it  is 
provided  by  the  bill  that  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior shall  have  a  general  supervision  over  the 
erection  of  the  buildings.  The  committee  have, 
in  their  substitute,  amended  that  in  this  particu- 
lar: they  have  associated  with  the  Secretary  the 
mayor  of  Washington  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Buildings.  It  now  provides  that  after  the 
site  or  sites  of  such  buildings  and  the  jilaiis  and 
specifications  have  been  agreed  upon,  the  Secre- 
tary, and  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  sliall 
have  a  general  supervision  of  the  construction  of 
the  buildings.  They  have  altered  the  fourth  sec- 
tion, which  provides  llisit  convict  labor  shall  be 
em[)loycd  at  $1  50  per  day,  by  striking  out"firty  " 
and  inserting  "twenty-five,"  sons  to  malce  the 
amount  allowed  by  the  contractor  $1  25  a  day. 

These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  about  all  the  amend- 
ments that  have  any  particular  importance,  or  to 
which  I  think  it  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee.  The  bill  provides  that  there  shall 
be  assessed  on  the  cities  of  Washington  and 
Georgetown  and  on  tlie  county  of  Washington 
the  sum  of  §100,000.  The  committee  believe  that 
these  -buildings  can  be  erected  for  the  sum  of 
j^250,000.  If,  as  is  required  by  the  bill,  thissum 
of  {(ilOO.OOO  is  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  cities 
of  Washington  and  Georgetown  and  the  county 
of  Washington,  there  will  be  but  $150,000  to  be 
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appropriated  by  Congress  for  this  purpose,  wliioh 
is  but  one  twentieth  part  of  one  day's  expendiiure 
of  this  Goveruineni.  It  is  but  a  seven  ihousandth 
partof  the  annual  expend  it  lire  of  the  Government. 
And  yet  I  liave  heard  it  objected  that  in  a  time 
like  this,  wiien  tiie  country  is  being  oppressed 
by  a  great  national  debt,  this  appropriation  should 
not  be  made.  Is  it  possible,  Mr.  Cliairman,  that 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  place  in  the 
District  for  the  confinement  of  petty  offenders, 
the  Seven  liiousandlh  part  of  the  annual  expendi- 
ture of  the  Government  will  not  be  made  to  erect 
f\  iiouse  of  correction  in  which  juvenile  offenders 
may  be  reclaimed  ? 

Mr.  BLAINE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  rise  to 
oppose  tliis  appropriation  because  it  is  asked  for  in 
war  times.  I  should  equally  oppose.iiin  limes  of 
profound  peace,  if  there  was  an  overflow  of  coin 
m  the  national  Treasury.  I  oppose  it  for  this 
reason:  I  happened  some  five  or  six  years  ago  to 
be  designated  by  the  Governor  of  Maine  toexam- 
ine  into  the  condition  of  State  prisons  through- 
out the  United  States,  with  a  view  of  reporting 
whether  some  reformation  might  not  be  made  in 
the  conductof  our  own  prison.  In  nearly  all,  cer- 
tainly in  a  very  large  proportion  of  seventeen  in- 
stitutions that  I  visited,  there  was  a  large  annual 
deficit.  Among  the  very  worst  that  I  found  in 
that  respect  was  the  penitentiary  of  the  District 
of  Columbia.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  if  the 
building  asked  for  by  this  bill  were  erected  and 
furnished  to  the  Government  free  of  cost,  the  insti- 
tution could  not  be  carried  on  short  of  an  annual 
deficit  of  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 
And  that  is  assuming  it  to  be  equal,  in  point  of 
economy,  to  the  average  of  State  penitentiaries. 
Every  one  knows  that  one  of  those  institutions 
located  here  and  conducted  on  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  extravagance  that  operate  in  Washing- 
ton would  (all  very  far  behind  the  average  in  re- 
gard to  economy.  In  the  State  of  Maine,  where 
economy  is  understood  perhaps  as  well  as  it  is  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  I  found  that  if  in  1822 
the  State  had  accepted  the  offer  of  Massachusetts 
to  take  all  her  criminals, and  had  paid  at  the  rate 
of  ^2  50  per  week  for  each  of  them,  the  State 
would  have  saved  from  five  to  eight  thousand 
dollars  a  year  for  the  whole  time. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  difliculty  in  having 
all  the  convicts  of  the  District  of  Columbia  sent 
to  and  kept  in  a  State  penitentiary  at  the  rate  of 
$1  25  per  week.  They  need  not  all  be  sent  as 
far  as  Albany.  There  are  two  large  penitentiaries 
in  Pennsylvania,  one  in  New  Jersey,  and  one  in 
Maryland.  Their  expetise,  even  if  transporta- 
tion be  taken  at  fifty  dollars  apiece,  which  is  an 
extravagant  calculation,  would  be  far  less  than 
the  expense  of  maintaining  a  penitentiary  here. 
In  saying  that,  [  am  allowing  the  average  cost  of 
similar  institutions  to  be  taken.  Although  the 
$250,000  asked  for  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary 
here  is,  considering  the  population  of  the  Dis- 
trict, out  of  all  proportion,  yet  no  gentleman  on 
tl)is  floor  can  believe  that  that  sum  will  be  ade- 
quate to  complete  it.  It  will  only  be  the  entering 
wedge.  It  will  only  dig  the  foundations  and  lay  the 
corner-stone.  Next  session  there  will  be  another 
|j250,000  asked,  and  then  another  $250,000,  and 
so  on.  We  ought  t)ot,  as  a  measure  of  economy, 
to  throw  away  this  three  quarters  of  a  million  of 
dollars  in  a  fruitless  altem|)t  to  get  up  a  well-man- 
aged penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  op 
posed  to  the  bill.  In  the  first  place  1  think  the 
appropriation  too  large.  Judging  from  what  is  ex- 
pended for  penitentiaries  in  other  States.  In  Iowa, 
with  a  population  of  three  quarters  of  a  million, 
we  did  not  expend  more  than  half  of  that  called 
for  in  this  bill  for  a  penitentiary  building. 

Now,  sir,  the  figures  which  my  friend  presents 
hero  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  necessity  of 
building  this  prison  are  entirely  at  fault.  For 
instance,  he  says  it  costs  fifty  dollars  to  take  a 
man  to  Albany.  Who  believes  that?  These  men 
do  not  cost  more  than  ten  or  fifteen  dollars  each. 
Ten  or  a  doaf.-n  of  them  go  in  chnrgeof  an  officer. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman  will 
allow  me  to  correct  him.  .  That  amount  has  act- 
ually been  paid  for  the  transportation  of  all  pris- 
oners heretofore  sent  to  Albany. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Then  I  have  only  to  say 
that  it  is  a  robliery  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  I  am  opposed  to  robbery,  wiicther  it 
is  by  litis  Administration  or  any  other.   I  repeat, 


that  these  men  are  taken  ten  or  twenty  together. 
They  are  chained,  and  they  go  in  company  of  a 
single  officer,  or  might,  and  it  cannot  properly  cost 
more  than  ten  dollai  s  for  each  prisoner  taken  there. 

Now,  sir,  in  regard  to  this  expenditure  of  sixty- 
five  dollars  a  year  for  a  single  prisoner,  I  know  in 
several  States  of  this  Union  that  the  prisoners  ac- 
tually bring  in  an  income  to  the  State.  It  has  been 
so  in  my  own  State.  It  is  so  in  the  State  of  New 
York, and  otIierStates.  The  prisonersare  notonly 
nota  charge  to  the  State,  but  are  actually  a  source 
of  revenue.  The  reports  say  that.  Sir,  let  the  Gov- 
ernment here  propose  to  the  States  of  this  Union 
to  take  its  prisoners  by  contract.  I  will  guar- 
anty, and  I  would  be  willing  to  enter  into  bonds, 
and  find  good  bondsmen  to  go  with  me,  that  the 
convicts  of  the  District  of  Colurnbia  shall  be  taken 
care  of  without  any  expense  to  the  Government. 

But  I  have  another  objection.  The  appropri- 
ation that  we  are  called  upon  to  provide  for  is 
altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  GoverniTient 
property  of  the  District.  Is  it  to  be  said  that  the 
Government  owns  one  third  of  the  property  in 
this  District.'  Whatisitin?  Whereisit.?  There 
is  no  truth  in  it.  The  facts  do  not  justify  any 
such  presumption.  The  Government  does  not 
own  one  tenth  of  the  property  in  this  District, 
and  never  has.  And  now  we  are  called  upon  to 
provide  for  two  thirds  and  more  of  the  expense 
to  be  incurred  in  the  establishment  of  this  peni- 
tentiary. 

Sir,  this  is  no  time  for  us  to  appropriate  this 
great  sum  of  money.  I  repeat,  that  the  prisoners 
here  can  all  be  maintained  without  any  expense 
to  the  Government  or  to  the  District.  They  can 
be  maintained  away  as  well  as  they  can  be  here. 
And,  besides,  it  is  a  well-known  fact,  as  the  his- 
tory of  all  the  ^lublic  buildings  in  this  District 
shows,  that  when  you  have  appropriated  two  hun- 
dred or  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  a  build- 
ing, you  have  but  just  begun.  Look  at  this  Cap- 
itol. Look  at  the  Treasury  extension,  and  all  the 
public  buildings  in  this  city.  The  first  appropri- 
aiioii  is  always  merely  an  entering  wedge.  Some 
gentleman  stiys  that  was  under  another  Adminis- 
tration. Well,  sir,  I  condemn  that  Administra- 
tion, and  I  find  fault  with  this  Administration  in 
regard  to  the  appropriation  of  money  when  it 
squanders.  If  you  appropriate  $200,000  now  for 
this  building,  you  will  have  only  a  foundation. 
You  will  be  called  upon  next  year  to  make  an- 
other appropriation,  andagain  the  next  year,  and 
so  on.  It  is  a  desire  to  expend  money,  extrav- 
agance, and  nothing  else,  when  in  fact  the  prison- 
ers of  this  District  can  be  taken  care  of  without 
expense  to  the  Government. 

Again,  sir, even  if  the  appropriation  were  to  be 
made  at  any  time,  I  could  not  justify  myself  in 
bringing  on  here  now  fancy  architects,  a  swarm 
of  builders,  stone-cutters,  and  mechanics,  to  swell 
the  price  of  living,  when  people  are  sweltering  for 
room.  Living  is  enormous  in  this  District  now. 
1  am  opposed  to  this  bill  throughout;  for  this  is 
the  time  for  fighting,  for  economy,  and  not  for 
laying  corner-stones  here  preparatory  to  expend- 
ing $1,000,000. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa  has  offered  a  very  good  reason  why 
this  bill  should  pass.  He  says  that  in  his  State 
the  penitentiary  is  self  sustaining.  It  is  not  quite 
so  in  Ohio,  but  approaches  it.  I  think  it  pays, 
perhaps,  about  four  fifths  of  the  expense.  Well, 
sir,  if  a  penitentiary  can  be  self-sustaining  in 
Iowa,  why  should  it  not  be  self-sustaining  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.'' 

Mr.  WILSON.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman,  I  wish  to  state  that  the  people  of  Iowa 
will  be  very  happy  to  hear  that  the  penitentiary 
of  that  State  is  self-sustaining,  because  they  have 
never  yet  found  it  out.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Do  1  understand  my  col- 
league to  deny  that  statement? 

Mr.  WILSON.  Oh  no;  but  I  think  my  col- 
league wa.s  a  little  mistaken. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that 
that  was  the  case  when  1  knew  something  about 
the  penitentiary.  But  my  esteemed  colleague 
hap()ens  to  represent  the  |)enitenliary  district  of 
Iowa  now,  and  1  suppose  knows  more  about  it 
than  I  do.  I  presume,  therefore,  he  is  correctat 
present.     I  spokr;  of  one  period  in  the  past. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  will  state  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  that  it  is  rmt  only  self-sustaining 
in  New  Hampshire,  but  there  is  a  surplus. 


Mr.  GRINNELL.  1  refer  to  the  condition  of 
things  iiv  my  State  two  years  ago.  I  know  from 
the  facts  which  1  have  heard  that  the  people  of  the 
State  of  New  York  would  be  glad  to  take,  free  of 
cost,  all  the  prisoners  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  the  next  five  years.  It  is  a  paying  institution 
with  them ;  and  the  more  prisoners  they  have,  the 
larger  is  thtir  profit. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  am  glad  to  learn, 
Mr.  Chairman,  from  the  statement  made  by  the 
gentleiTian  from  Iowa,  that  the  prisoners  in  that 
Stale  are  self-sustaining.  That  of  itself  is  a 
strong  reason  in  favor  of  the  pending  bill  and  for 
the  erection  of  a  penitentiary  in  this  District.  If 
they  are  self-sustaining  in  Iowa,  I  see  no  good 
ground  for  the  belief  that  they  may  not  be  made 
self-sustaining  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  1  am, 
therefore,  in  favor  of  building  this  new  peniten- 
tiary instead  of  paying  $21,000  annually  for  keep- 
ing the  convicts  of  this  District  in  the  city  of 
Albany. 

The  gentleman  says  that  the  amount  of  prop- 
erty owned  here  by  the  Government  is  not  one 
tenth  part  of  the  property  of  the  District.  I  un- 
derstand the  value  of  the  Government  property 
in  Washington  to  be  between  thirty-three  and 
thirty-four  million  dollars,  and  the  value  of  private 
property  between  thirty-eight  and  forty  million. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  That  depends  upon  the 
time  the  assessmmU  was  made.  According  to  the 
value  put  upon  private  property  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  at  this  time  that  would  be  a  superficial 
valuation. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  It  has  also  been  esti- 
mated, Mr.  Chairman,  that  three  fourths  of  the 
present  transient  population  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington have  been  brought  here  by  the  exigencies 
of  the  times  and  because  this  is  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  therefore  three  fourths  of  the  ex- 
pense of  administering  the  laws  of  the  District 
liave  been  incurred  through  and  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  The  committee  have 
assessed  $100,000  on  the  District.  They  believe 
it  to  be  its  just  proportion.  It  is  for  infringe- 
ments of  the  laws  passed  by  Congress  that  a  peni- 
tentiary and  house  of  correction  are  now  tieuded. 
It  is  because  the  people  of  this  District  have  no 
voice  in  the  election  of  the  judges,  or  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  laws  which  they  are  compelled  to 
obey,  that  this  Government  ought,  I  think,  to 
bear  a  fair  proportion  of  the  expense  incident  to 
the  erection  of  these  buildings. 

Whether  it  is  a  proper  time  to  now  act  upon  this 
measure,  I  have  only  to  say  that  in  conversing  with 
the  judges  of  this  District  they  have  informed  me 
that  boys  of  ten  and  twelve  and  fourteen  years 
are  brought  before  them  accused  of  petty  crimes, 
whom  they  would  not  send  to  Albany,  and  for 
whom  there  is  no  house  of  correction.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  whether  he  would  rather  save  the 
money  appropriated  by  the  bill  than  save  these 
young  offenders?  For  myself,  sir,  I  would  rather 
that  the  Government  should  pay  this  $250,000  for 
the  erection  of  a  house  of  correction,  with  a  view 
to  the  reclamation  of  juvenile  offenders,  than  to 
see  them  sent  to  the  Albany  penitentiary.  If  sent 
to  a  house  of  correction  they  might  be  reclaiined, 
and  finally  become  good  citizen-s.  If  sent  to  the 
Albany  prison  we  must  fear  the  worst. 

In  order  that  the  matter  may  be  brought  to  a 
speedy  decision  I  mwve  that  the  committee  rise 
and  report  the  bill  with  a  recommendation  that  it 
pass. 

Mr.  PRUYN.     I  liave  an  amendment  to  offer. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  will  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Y^rk  that  when  the  bill  gets 
into  the  Ilouse  I  do  not  propose  to  cut  off  amend- 
ments. I  merely  make  the  motion  to  expedite 
business. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  prefer  to  offer  my  amendment 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  Very  well,  then;  but 
I  hope  that  we  will  be  permitted  to  get  the  bill 
into  the  Ilouse  at  as  early  a  moment  as  possible. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  fourth 
section. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  understand 
that  it  has  been  read  section  by  section  for  amend- 
ment as  yet. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
committee  is  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute,  and  it 
is  in  order  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to 
move  an  amendment  to  any  part  of  it. 

Mr.  PRUYN.     I  desire  to  move  to  strike  out 
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tliefourtli  scrtion  which  pi-ovidus  fortlie  otnploy- 
iiK'iii  cif  convict  hibor  in  the  erection  of  these 
buildings.  I  do  not  [uopose  to  discuss  now' the 
piopiiety  of  nndeitakiiig  at  this  lime  tiie  coii- 
eiruction  of  the  tliree  buildings  provided  for  in 
the  bill.  It  nuiy  be  important  to  build  a  liousc 
of  correction,  while  it  may  not  be  iinpoitant  to 
build  a  penitentiary.  I  believe  that  the  expense 
of  carrying  on  a  penitentiary  together  with  the 
interest  on  the  cost  of  the  building  will  lead  the 
Government  into  an  expenditure  every  year  of 
three,  four,  or  five  times  the  amount  they  are  now 
paying. 

In  1862  or  1863  an  act  was  passed  by  Congress 
which  contained  a  provision  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  to  contnact  with  the  manager 
or  superintendent  of  a  suitable  prison  located  in 
some  convenient  place  for  tiic  imprisonment,  sub- 
sistence, and  proper  employment  of  all  persons 
who  should  be  convicted  by  the  criminal  courtof 
this  District.  By  the  last  section  of  that  act  it 
was  provided  that  wlicnever  a  suitable  peniten- 
tiary should  be  erected  in  the  District,  and  com- 
pleted for  the  reception  of  prisoners,  it  sliould  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  cause  to 
be  transferred  to  such  penitentiary  all  persons  who 
shaU  be  then  imprisoned  outside  of  the  Districtof 
Columbia  under  the  sentence  of  such  court. 

Under  the  authority  so  conferred,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  after  conferring,  as  I  believe  he 
did,  witli  a  large  number  of  officers  of  prisons, 
at  any  rate  after  doing  all  he  believed  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  do,  made  a  contract  with  the  manager  of 
the  penitentiary  at  Albany,  New  York,  for  the 
confinement  and  im[)ri.«ionment  of  convicts  there 
at  the  small  expense  of  sixty-five  dollars  a  year 
each.  The  penitentiary  at  Albany  is  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  Pillsbury,  formerly  of  Con- 
necticut, who  is  known  throughout  the  United 
States  as  the  best  prison  managcrin  this  country. 
I  think  I  am  safe  in  asserting  that;  and  I  believe 
the  prison  at  Albany  is  the  only  one  in  this  coun- 
try, or  any  other,  that  has  ever  for  a  long  series 
of  years,  fifteen  at  least,  continually  supported 
itself.  Connecticut  and  New  Hampshire  may 
also  have  done  so;  but  it  is  at  any  rate  the  only 
one  out  of  New  England  that  has  ever  accom- 
plished that  great  and  much  desired  end.  The 
New  York  prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing  have 
perhaps,  at  certain  times,  and  under  particular 
administrations,  taken  care  of  themselves.  But 
the  New  York  Legislature  has  continually  up  to 
the  present  year  been  compelled  to  make  large  ap- 
propriations for  their  State  prison  institutions;  yet 
the  penitentiary  at  Albany,  with  convicts  who 
are  sent  there  for  comparatively  short  periods  of 
time,  ten,  twenty,  and  sixty  days,  has  taken  care 
of  itself. 

Now,  it  became  necessary  in  conseqttence  of 
that  contract  with  the  Government,  under  which 
some  one  hundred  and  forty  prisoners  were  trans- 
ferred from  this  city  to  Albany,  for  the  oflicers  of 
that  institution  to  very  much  enlarge  the  build- 
ing, and  they  have  gone  to  a  very  large  additional 
expense  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  these 
prisoners.  Now,  it  is  proposed  by  the  fourth 
section  of  this  bill,  notwithstanding  the  express 
language  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  to  which 
I  have  referred,  providing  that  these  prisoners 
should  not  be  removed  until  a  penitentiary  in  the 
District  should  be  completed,  to  take  them  away 
from  Albany  in  violation  of  the  agreement  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  put  them  to 
work  upon  the  construction  of  these  proposed 
buildings.  Itisagainst  the  violation  of  that  con- 
tract that  I  here  protest,  and  therefore  ask  that 
this  fourth  section  be  struck  out  of  the  bill.  I 
have  stated  facts  here  which  I  believe  are  uncon- 
tradicted. 

•  The  warden  of  that  penitentiary  appeared  be- 
fore the  Commtttee  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  produced  the  contract  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  in  conformity  with  that  statute, 
and  I  must  express  my  surprise,  after  that  was 
done,  that  tiiis  section  should  have  appeared  in 
this  bill.  Whether  it  was  the  unanimous  act  of 
the  committee,  or  of  a  majority,  I  do  not  know. 
But  here  it  is,  and  it  is  in  utter  violation  of  every 
principle  of  good  faith  applicable  to  this  contract 
between  the  Secretary  and  the  managers  of  that 
institution,  under  which  they  have  spent  a  laro-e 
sum  of  money  to  take  care  of  tho.sc  prisoners.'^ 

These  are  the  rea.sons  whicli  have  induced  me 
to  move  to  strike  out  the  fourth  section. 


Mr.  JVIORRIS,  of  Ohio.  The  penitentiary  at 
Albany  is  a  county  pii.soii  under  the  control  of 
the  supervisors  of  Albany  county,  and  not  under 
the  control  rif  the  State  authorities  of  New  York 
at  all,  and  that  county  is  making,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  a  very  good  thing  out  of  this  contract. 

I  am  not  surprised  that  my  friend  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Prutn]  should  be  found  in  this  mat- 
ter protecting  the  interests  of  his  constituents. 
I  am  not  surprised  that  he  should  object  to  a  propo- 
sition which  would  deprive  them  of  the  profits 
they  now  enjoy,  for  the  pay  which  they  receive 
from  the  Government,  and  from  profits  of  the 
labor  of  the  convicts  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
But  1  ask  whether  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  annul  any  contract  that  the  Secretary  of 
tlie  Interior  may  have  made,  whenever  it  deems 
it  proper  to  do  so. 

Mr.  NELSON.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Morris]  misapprehends  the  position 
of  my  friend  from  the  Albany  district,  [Mr. 
Prcyn.]  That  position  is  that  a  contract  has  been 
made  for  the  care  and  support  of  these  convicts 
at  the  Albany  penitentiary, for  a  given  time,  and 
it  is  not  right  or  just  that  Congress  should  do 
anything  to  revoke  thatcontract.  Everyone  fa- 
miliar with  the  Albany  penitentiary  knows  that 
the  authorities  there  contract  not  only  with  the 
authorities  at  Washington,  but  with  the  author- 
ities of  different  counties  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  rates  vary  in 
proportion  to  the  length  of  time  the  contract  is 
for.  If  the  convicts  are  to  be  kept  for  thirty  days 
there  is  a  certain  rate  paid;  if  for  sixty  days  a  cer- 
tain less  rate;  if  for  ninety  days  a  still  less  rate, 
and  so  on.  And  undoubtedly  when  the  warden 
made  this  contract  with  the  authorities  at  Wash- 
ington, he  had  an  eye  to  the  time  that  it  would 
require  for  the  completion  of  the  penitentiary  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  fixed  the  rate  ac- 
cordingly. The  county  of  Dutchess,  in  which  I 
reside,  although  possessing  a  county  jail  and 
county  poor-house,  sends  her  convicts  to  Albany 
penitentiary  as  a  matter  of  economy,  and  as  the 
cheapest  way  to  dispose  of  them.  Is  it  right  or 
just  for  Congress  to  revoke  the  contract  made 
under  those  circumstances?  The  question  is  not 
whether  Congress  has  the  power  to  do  so,  but 
whether  it  is  fair  dealing  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  my 
friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Nelson]  and  from 
the  gentleman  from  the  Albany  district,  how  long 
this  contract  between  the  warden  of  the  Albany 
penitentiary  and  the  authorities  at  Washington 
was  to  last.^ 

Mr.  NELSON.  Till  the  penitentiary  build- 
ing for  the  District  of  Columbia  should  be  com- 
pleted. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  do  not  see,  then,  how  this 
bill  conflicts  with  the  contract.  The  convicts 
will  remain  where  they  are  till  the  building  here 
is  ready  for  them. 

Mr.  NELSON.  The  fourth  section  of  this  bill 
proposes  to  take  away  the  convicts  and  set  them 
to  work  at  the  building.  There  is  no  objection 
to  the  building  of  one  or  of  ten  penitentiaries 
here,  but  the  Government  should  keep  to  the  con- 
tract it  has  made. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  understand  that  the  terms 
of  the  contract  are  that  when  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia provides  for  these  prisoners  they  are  to  be 
taken  from  Albany.  There  is  no  time  specified. 
Whenever  thfe  authorities  here  are  ready  to  take 
them,  they  have  a  right,  under  ^this  contract,  to 
take  them. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  The  sixth  section  of 
the  act  under  which  these  convicts  were  sent  to 
Albany  provides  that  whenever  a  suitable  peni- 
t&nliary  shall  be  erected  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  completed  for  the  reception  of  prisoners, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior to  cause  to  be  transferred  from  sucli  peni- 
tentiary all  prisoners  who,  under  its  terms,  are 
imprisoned  outside  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
This  bill  provides  that  as  soon  as  arrangements 
can  be  made  for  the  care  and  safe-keeping  of  the 
prisoners  in  this  District,  they  shall  be  employed 
in  the  erection  of  these  buildings.  I  do  not  see 
anything  very  incompatible  between  the  provis- 
ions of  this  bill  and  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

It  was  claimed  in  the  discussion  of  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  purchase  of  a  steam  fire-engine, 
and  1  ihink  it  has  been  claimed  by  the  genleman 
from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Grinnei.l,]  in  tlic  discussion  of 


this  bill,  that  the  citizens  of  Washington  ought 
to  provide  all  tjiesc  things  for  themselves. 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  law  now  is,  the  citizens 
of  Washington  are  not  paying  one  cent  for  the 
maintenance  of  these  prisoners.  It  is  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  people  of  this  city  that  this  bill  should 
not  pass,  because  their  prisoners  are  nov/  kept 
at  the  sole  expense  of  the  General  Government. 
But  we  propose  to  tax  them  $100,000,  believing 
that  by  the  passage  of  this  bill  we  can  maintain 
the  convicts  of  this  District  cheaper  than  to  send 
them  to  Albany.  We  believe  that  there  is  an  im- 
perative necessity  for  a  new  jail  and  for  a  house  of 
correction  for  juvenile  offenders. 

Mr.  JOHNSbN,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  to  yield  to  me  for  a  moment  to  enable 
me  to  call  his  attention  to  the  law  on  this  subject 
of  January  16,  1863.  The  first  section  of  that  act 
provides: 

"That  all  persons  wlio  shall  liercaftcr  be  convicted  by  the 
criminal  court  Of  the  District  of  Coluinbiu  of  any  oflense, 
the  punishment  of  which  by  law  shall  be  confinement  in 
the  penitentiary,  shall  be  contineii  durinj;  the  term  for 
which  they  shall  be  sentenced  liy  said  court  in  some  suit- 
able prison  in  a  convenient  State,  where  they  can  be  em- 
ployed at  suitable  labor,  to  be  designated  byi»he  Secretary 
of  the  Interior." 

Then  the  second  section  goes  on  to  say: 
"Tliat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  contract  with  the  managers  or  superintendent  of  a  suit- 
able prison  in  some  convenient  State  for  the  imprisonment 
and  siibsistrnce  and  proper  employment  of  all  prisoners 
wlio  shall  be  convicted  in  said  court  of  such  offenses,  ou 
the  best  terms  that  lie  can  ;  and  he  shall,  on  or  beibre  the 
first  day  of  each  term  of  the  criminal  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  inform  said  court  in  writing  of  the  designa- 
tion and  location  of  the  prison  in  whicli  he  shall  liave  made 
provision  for  the  confinement  and  support  of  prisoners  ;  and 
said  e(mrt  shall  sentence  all  persons  who  shall,  during  said 
term,  be  convicted  of  such  offenses,  to  continement  at  hard 
labor  in  the  prison  so  designated." 

Now,  it  seervre  to  me  we  have  no  authority  to 
change  these  sentences  that  have  been  pronounced 
under  this  law,  confining  men  in  the  penitentiary, 
designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  under 
the  authority  of  the  second  section  of  this  act 
which  I  have  read. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  We  took  that 
responsibility,  when  we  sent  them  to  Albany,  of 
changing  the  sentence. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  Very  well. 
But  it  was  not  tested  then, and  therefore  does  not 
change  the  question  now.  It  is  certainly  a  ques- 
tion whether,  by  changing  their  place  of  confine- 
ment, we  do  not  release  them  from  the  sentence 
confining  them  in  a  particular  place. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  this  Con- 
gress has  not  the  power  of  repealing  that  law. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  oi" Pennsylvania.  ThisC-on- 
gress,  I  take  it,  ha.'s  not  the  power  of  passing  an 
ex  post  facto  law  changing  the  sentence  of  a  crim- 
inal pronounced  in  due  course  of  law;  an  ex  post 
facto  law  being  one  which  fixes  a  penalty  to  an 
act  after.it  is  committed,  or  changes  the  penalty 
from  what  it  was  at  the  time  the  act  was  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  The  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  ask  him  this  question:  suppose  the  peni- 
tentiary were  burned  down,  and  another  built  a 
mile  off,  would  we  have  any  power  to  remove  the 
convicts  there.' 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  That  would 
be  an  entirely  different  question.  This  peniten- 
tiary, I  believe,  has  not  been  burned  down.  It 
remains  in  Albany,  as  it  did  when  the  prisoners 
were  sentenced. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  Does  that  alter  the  ques- 
tion .'' 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  It  does  alter 
it  materially. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  As  this  is  the  only 
day  set  apart  for  the  District  business,  I  hope  we 
shall  dispose  of  this  bill,  and  unless  the  question 
can  be  taken  now,  I  will  move  that  the  committee 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  debate. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  fourth  section  of 
the  bill  was  disagreed  to. 

The  substitute  reported  by  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  whole  bill  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Pike  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ijie  state  of  the  Union 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  Union  generally 
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ii'idrr  coDsideintion,  and  pnriiciilnrly  Siiiate  bill 
No.  ICSand  Housobill  No.  lG9,Hi)d  had  instructed 
him  to  rcpoi'l  tiie  same  back  to  the  House  willi 
amendments,  ami  with  the  lecomineudntioiV  that 
they  do  pass. 

Mr.  VVASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Imoyuthat 
Sonnte  bill  No.  1G8,  making  an  appropriation  for 
a  fire-engine,  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  wns  agreed  to — ayes  56,  noes  40. 

Mr.  WASHBUIlNE,of  Illinois,  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  laid  on 
tlie  t.ible;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  t*. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  Tlic  question  now 
come.s  up  on  the  other  bill  in  relation  to  the  pen- 
itentiary, &c.  If  the  House  will  a.ssign  another 
day  for  the  consideration  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia business  I  would  have  no  objection  to  ad- 
journing and  allowing  this  bill  to  go  over. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  this 
bill  will  be  passed  upon,  and  then  thatthe  House 
will  give  unanimous  consent  to  the  assignment  of 
another  dav  to  the  District  business. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  propose  that  two 
weeks  from  to-day  be  assigned  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  business  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  will  not 
object  to  that,  after  tlie  House  takes  action  upon 
this  bill.^ 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman object  now? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.     I  do. 
_  Mr  PRUYN.     I  ask  whether  it  is  r^ot  the  posi- 
tive order  of  the  House  that  this  bill  be  disposed 
of. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  has 
already  announced  that  this  bii|'r-is  before  the 
House  for  its  action. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  PENITENTIARY. 

The  next  was  House  bill  No.  169,  authorizing 
the  construction  of  a  peiiitenliary,  jail,  and  house 
of  correction  in  and  fur  the  District  of  Columbia, 
reported  fi-om  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  with  a  sub.slitutc. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Thcgf^ntleman  from  New 
York  [iMr.  Nelson]  authorizes  me  to  take  back 
the  entire  speech  wliich  he  made  against  that  bill. 
He  admits  that  he  was  mistaken  in  his  premises. 
[Langhler.] 

Mr.  TRACY  moved  thatthe  bill  be  recommit- 
ted to  tlu;  Committee  for  the  Districtof  Columbia. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  House  divided;  and  there  were — ayes  51, 
noe-s  45. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  demanded 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered  -.and  Messrs. Washburne, 
of  Illinois,  and  Eldridge,  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  G3,  noes  40. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  then  (at  ten  minutes  before  five  o'clock, 
p.  m.)  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  ^pril  8,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  yesteiday  was  read  and  approved. 

TAXATION   IN  WASHINGTON. 

The  VICE  PRESI  DENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
lo  the  bill  (S.  No.  126)  to  amend  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washinffton, 
passed  May  15,  1820. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  that  those  amendments 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

UNION  OAS-MGIIT  CO.MI'ANY. 

The  VICE  PRESI  DENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
;he  amcn(lmfcni.s  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
;o  the  bill  (S.  No.  155)  to  incorporate  the  Union 
Grns-Light  Company  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Sorretary  rend  the  iimendmenlK,  which 
were  ut  the  end  of  lipe  two,  mi  pKge  G,  after  the 
^ord  "States,"  to   iiiHoi  t  «' or  .xell  gnK;"  niid  in 


line  twenty-one,  on  the  same  page,  to  strike  out 
the  woid  "  in"  and  insert  "  of." 

Mr.  WILLEY.  Those  are  merely  verbal 
amendments,  and  1  move  that  the  Senate  concur 
in  them. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  communi- 
cating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  22d  of  March,  a  statement  showing  the 
number  of  nine  months'  volunteers  and  militia 
raised  under  the  act  of  July  17,  18G2,  and  what 
portion  of  those  troops  received  the  bounty  of 
twenty-five  dollars;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  HOWE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
an  act  requiring  the  issue  of  patents  for  land  pur- 
chased from  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  in  conform- 
ity loan  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3,  184.3, 
and  for  the  sale  of  the  unsold  lands  of  the  Stock- 
bridge  reservation,  and  that  the  price  be  fixed  at 
$1  25  per  acre;  wliich  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  presented  seven  petitions 
of  citizens  of  Minnesota,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  the  joint  resolution  amending  the  act  of  Con- 
gress granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Minnesota  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  therein,  ap- 
proved March  3,  1857,  so  as  to  allow  the  build- 
ing of  a  road  from  Winona,  via  St.  Peter  or  Man- 
kato,  to  the  Big  Sioux  river,  south  of  the  forty- 
fifth  parallel  of  north  latitude;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public, Lands. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  in  favorof 
the  passage  of  an  act  requiring  the  issue  of  patents 
for  lands  luirchased  from  theStockbridge  Indians, 
in  conformity  with  an  actapproved  March  3, 1843, 
and  recommending  the  sale  of  all  unsold  lands  of 
the  Stockbridge  reservations,  and  that  the  price  be 
fixed  at$l  25  per  acre;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affaus. 

KKPOKTS  FIIO.M  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  con- 
tractors and  builders  of  the  side-wheel  gunboats 
known  as  the  "  double-enders,"  praying  that  they 
may  be  allowed  extra  compensation  on  their  con- 
tract, asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sideration, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  131) 
to  consolidate  into  one  district,  for  judicial  pur- 
poses, the  northern  and  southern  districts  of  Cal- 
ifornia, and  for  other  purposes,  reported  it  with 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  wliom  was  referred  a  resolution  pro- 
posing a  new  rule  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  ex- 
ecutive nominations,  reported  adversely  thereon. 

WILLIAM  G.  BIIOWN. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  TheCommitteeon  Claims 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  C.  C.  No. 
116)  for  the  relief  of  William  G.  Brown,  have 
directed  me  to  report  it  back  and  recommend  its 
passage,  and  as  tiic  bill  is  for  the  payment  of  but 
a  small  sum  of  money,  ninety-nine  dollars,''and 
to  carry  out  a  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Claims, 
I  suggest  that,  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate, 
it  be  passed  now. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to 
direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to 
William  G.  Brown  the  sum  of  ninety-nine  dol- 
lars in  full  for  stone  or  other  materials  used  by 
orderof  the.agents  of  the  Government  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  pier  in  Little  Sodus  bay,  on  Lake 
Ontario,  in  the  year  1853. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered  to 
a  third  nadiiig,  rend  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DAKtUS  S.  COLE. 
Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  refiMied  the  bill  (H.  R.  C.  C.  No. 
115)  lV)r  the  relief  of  Darius  8.  Cole,  have  also 
instructed  m('  to  report  favorably  upon  it;  and  as 
it  in  n  similar  bill  to  the  other,  depending  on  the 


same  state  of  facts  almost,  and  also  carrying  out 
a  judgment  of  the  t^ourt  of  Claims,  1  ask  that 
it  be  put  on  its  passage. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill.  ■  It  directs  theSecretary  of  theTreasury 
to  pay  to  Darius  S.  Cole  the  sum  of  j^2,224,  in 
full  for  materials  furnished  to  the  Unii(?d  Slates 
for  the  construction  of  the  pier  in  Little  Sodus 
bay.  Lake  Ontario. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  know  if 
there  is  any  report  accompanying  the  bill. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  facts  are  simted  in 
the  finding  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  therefore 
the  committee  thought  it  was  not  necessary  to 
make  a  detailed  repoVt. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  will  inquire  simply  if 
it  is  recommended  by  a  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Itisthe  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Claims. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  I  have  no  objection 
to  it. 

The  -bil-l  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

DANIEL  WORMER. 
Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  C.  C.  No. 
114)  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Wormer,  have  also 
instructed  me  to  report  it  back  favorably;  and 
as  it  is  of  the  same  class,  carrying  out  a  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Claims,  I  desire  to  liave  it  put 
upon  its  passage  now. 

Tliere  being  no  objection,  the  Senate, as  in  Com- 
mittee of  theWhole,  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill. 
It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  Daniel  Wormer  the  sum  of  $1,778  36,  in  full 
for  all  percentage  retained  by  the  Govirnmeiit  on 
payments  heretofore  made  to  him, and  for  all  tim- 
ber or  other  materials  furnished  by  liiin  in  the 
construction  of  the  pier  at  Little  Sodus  bay,  on 
Lake  Ontario. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

NAME  OF  A  COLLECTION  DISTRICT.  * 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (fl.  R.  No. 
287)  to  change  the  name  of  the  district  and  port 
of  Presque  Isle  to  the  district  and  (lort  of  Erie, 
have  directed  me  to  report  it  with  an  amendment, 
and  I  ask  for  its  present  consideration.  It  Is  very 
short  and  will  lead  to  no  debate. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Theamend- 
mentof  the  Committee  on  Commerce  was  in  line 
three,  after  the  words  "Presque  Isle"  to  insert 
the  words  "in  the  State  of  Penn.sylvania." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  wasrcjiorted  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The 
amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  it  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

CUSTOMS  OKFICKRS  AT  PORTLAND. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  lam  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  373)  to  appoint  an  appraiser  and  as- 
sistant appraiser  for  the  port  of  Portland,  and  for 
other  purposes,  to  report  the  same  back  favorably, 
and  1  ask  for  its  present  consideration. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.'  Its  purpose  is  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sf'iiaie,  to  appoint 
an  appraiser  and  assistant  appraiser  for  the  port 
of  Portland,  Maine,whose  duties  shall  be  the  same 
as  those  of  similar  officers  in  other  pojt.s;  and  to 
amend  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  May  7, 1822, 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  establish  the  compen- 
sation of  officers  of  the  customs,  and  toalier  cer- 
tain collection  districts,  and  for  other  purposes," 
by  adding  Portland  to  the  ports  therein  enumer- 
ated. And  the  deputy  collectors,  not  exci'eding 
three  in  number,  and  the  ajipraiser  of  the  port  are 
each  to  receive  the  compensation  of  $2,000  jier 
annum, and  the  assistant  apjiraiser  fl,5U0  per  an- 
num. 

The  bill  was  reported  to. the  Senate  without 
ainendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the 
third  lime,  and  pa.ssed. 
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OKDER  OP  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  1  move  to  take  up  a  bill  of 
the  House  of  Ilepresentatives,  No.  206,  entitled 
»*A  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  establishment 
of  ciM'taiii  arsi-nals." 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  offer  a  resolution  of  inquiry  first  and  ask  for  its 
present  consideration  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  introduction 
of  bills  is  first  itt  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill. 

iMr.  ANTHONY.  I  understand  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  to  move  to  take  up  a  bill. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  al- 
low us  to  iiitioduce  bills. 

Mr.  FIOVVARD.  1  have  moved  to  take  up 
House  bill  No.  206. 

•  The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chairunder- 
stood  the  Si-'naior  to  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  I-JOWARD.  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  I  wish 
to  take  up  this  bill,  and  then  of  course  I  will  ac- 
commodate other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  1  hope  the  resolution  that  I  of- 
fered, and  which  was  under  consideration  yester- 
day morning,  will  come  up,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  a  vote  upon  it.  I  do  not  desire  to 
say  a  word  further  in  relation  to  it.  I  merely  ask 
the  Senate  to  take  a  vote  upon  it  and  I  shall  tres- 
pass upon  ihem  no  more. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senaior  from  Michiga-n  to 
take  up  the  bill  indicated  by  him. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  tlOWARD.  Now,  the  bill  being  up,  1 
will  give  way  to  allow  morning  business  to  be 
received  for  a  few  minutes. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.(jfRIMES  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill^S.  No.  220)  to 
provide  for  the  establishmentof  a  County  and  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  Industrial  Normal  School,  and 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HOWARDasked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

221)  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Wagstaff;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Corn- 
miitee  on  Claims. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  ob- 
tained, leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  (S. 
No.  42)  to  extend  the  time  for  the  reversion  to 
the  United  States  of  the  lands  granted  by  Con- 
gress to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Pere  Marquette  to  Flint,  and  for  the  completion 
of  said  road;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,' 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MORRILL  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

222)  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  district  courts; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  ob- 
tained, leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  223)  to 
regulrtte  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade  on  the 
northern,  northeastern,  and  northwestern  front- 
iers of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purpose.";; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EIARLAN  asked, and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
225)  for  the  relief  of  certain  friendly  Indians  of 
the  Sioux  nation  in  Minnesota;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
224)  to  provide  a  national  currency  secured  by  a 
filcdge  of  United  States  stocks,  and  to  provide 
for  the  circulation  and  redemption  thereof;  which 
was  rend  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Before  that  bill  is  referred, 
!.  will  .stale  that  the  bill  now  introduced  by  me  is 
the  .same  bill  that  was  perfected  in  the  House  of 
Renresenlative.s,  but  by  a  misunderstanding  or 
(lisiiijreemrnt  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  was  defeated 
the  oihii-  day.  I  introduce  it  now  in  its  perfected 
form,  and  a.sk  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

It  was  so  referred. 


PROFIiSSORS  AT  NAVAL  ACADEMY. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and'  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committrc  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  placing  the  pro- 
fessors of  Ethics,  of  Spanisli,  and  of  Drawing,  at  the  Naval 
Academy,  on  the  same  footing  with  tlie  other  prolessors. 

ARRESTS  AT  ALEXANDRIA. 

Mr.  WILSON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  any  inlbrmation  in  liis  po.ssession 
toucliing  the  recent  arrest  of  Captain  C.  B.  F'<MgUr50n,  quar- 
termaster United  States  Army, and  Captain  William  Stod- 
dard, assistant  quartermaster  of  volunteers,  lately  in  ciiarge 
of  the  military  depot  at  Alexandria,  Virginia. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  ask  that  my  resolution  in  re- 
gard to  Yocum's  case  be  taken  up  now;  and  it  can 
be  passed  by  informally  to  allow  gentlemen  to  in- 
terpose other  business. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  will  agree  to  that  if  it  does 
not  displace  my  bill  that  is  now  before  the  Senate^ 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  hopa  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky will  permit  the  bill  that  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  has  under  consideratio«  to  be  proceeded 
with.  It  will  take  up  just  about  the  morning  hour. 
It  is  a  very  itriportant  bill,  I  know. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  If  my  resolution  is  taken  up, 
merely  to  be  before  the  Senate  at  any  time  that  i 
choose  to  call  it  up,  I  will  give  place  to  this  busi- 
ness, or  any  other  business  that  may  be  offered. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  will 
permit  the  Chair  to  suggest  that  if  the  Chair  un- 
derstands the  desire  of  the  Senator,  if  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate  should  consume  the  whole  of  the 
morning  hour,  he  would  not  accomplish  his  ob- 
ject, for  that  would  be  the  actual  p(Miding  question 
at  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  1  have  no  objection  to  the  reso- 
lution being  superseded  by  this  bill  in  that  way. 
If  the  bill  has  the  effect  to  supersede  it,  I  will  ac- 
quiesce cheerfully;  but  I  move  to  take  up  the  res- 
olution, and  if  it  be  taken  up  1  will  then  consent 
that  the  bill  desired  by  the  Senator  fromMichigan 
shall  be  taken  up,  and  that  my  resolution  shall  be 
overslaughed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  of  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  has  been  talCen  up  on  the 
vote  of  the  Senate,  and  is  now  before  the  Senate. 
All  these  other  motions  have  intervened  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  1  hope  we  shall  proceed  with 
the  bill. 

ROCK  ISLAND  ARSENAL. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  20G)  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  establish- 
ment of  certain  arsenals  is  before  the  Senate  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  bill.  It  recites  that  it 
is  necessary  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  should  at  an  early  day,  fur  the  purpose  of 
the  arsenal  at  Rock  Island,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
provided  for  in  the  act  passed  July  H,  18G2,  ob- 
tain the  possession  of  and  title  to  certain  lands, 
now  the  property  of  private  persons,  upon  which 
to  locate  the  arsenal,  with  the  grounds  and  build- 
ings needful  for  and  to  make  a  part  of  the  same; 
and  it  therefore  empowers  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  take  and  hold  full,  complete,  and  permanent 
possession,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  all 
the  lands  and  shores  of  the  island  of  Rock  Island, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,  the  same,  when  so  pos- 
sessed, to  be  held  and  kept  as  u  military  reserva- 
tion by  the  War  Department,  upon  which  shall 
be  built  and  maintained  an  arsenal  for  the  con- 
struction, deposit,  and  repair  of  arms  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  and  such  other  military  establish- 
ments as  have  been  or  may  be  authorized  by  law 
to  be  placed  thereon  in  connection  with  such  ar- 
senal. 

If  it  shall  appear  upon  examination  by  the  At- 
torney General  of  the  United  States  of  the  titles 
of  the  lands  on  Rock  Island  taken  and  occupied 
by  the  Secretary -of  War  for  an  arsenal  and  other 
military  purposes,  that  any  part  or  parcels  thereof 
are  now  the  property  of,  and  are  rightfully  [los- 
ses.sed  by,  any  individual  or  corporation  as  his 
or  their  own  private  property,  the  value  of  the 
piivate  property  so  taken,  and  a  just  compensa- 
tion for  any  damages  caused  by  the  taking,  sliall. 


if  mutually  agreed  on  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  rightful  owner  or  owners,  and  approved 
by  the  President,  be  paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  rightful  owner  or  owners  so 
agreeing,  out  of  the  appropriations  made  or  to  be 
made  for  the  construction  of  the  arsenal;  but  be- 
fore such  payment  shall  be.  made,  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  private  lands  so  taken,  or  such  of 
them  as  shall  agree,  shall  by  good  and  sufficient 
deed  or  deeds,  in  due  form  of  law,  and  np|iroved 
by  the  Attorney  General,  fully  release  and  con- 
vey to  the  United  States  all  their  several  and  re- 
spective rights  in  and  titles  to  the  lands  so  taken. 

If  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  notagree  with  tiny 
private  owner  or  owners  of  land  so  taken  for  the 
use  of  the  United  Stales  for  military  purposes,  or 
if  any  such  owner  or  owners  shall  refuse  to  ac- 
cept the  sum  to  be  paid  to  him  or  them  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  the  true  value,  or 
shall  from  any  other  cause  neglect  or  fail  for  the 
space  of  twelve  months  after  the  taking  to  exe- 
cute and  deliver  the  deed  or  deeds  needful,  in  the 
'opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  to  convey  to 
the  United  States  the  title  of  the  lands  taken,  there 
shall  forthwith  be  selected  three  competetit  per- 
sons, who  shall  be  named  and  appointed  by  the 
President  and  constituted  a  board  of  commission- 
ers, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  hear  the  parties  in- 
terested, who  may  appear  before  them  upon  rea- 
sonable notice  of  time  and  place,  and  ascertain 
the  true  value  of  the  land  taken,  and  of  the  sev- 
eral parcels  thereof  that  shall  not  have  been  con- 
veyed to  or  paid  for  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
names  and  titles  of  the  claimants  thereof,  if  more 
than  one,  and  their  respective  interests  therein, 
and  what  compensation  for  the  taking  of  their 
lands  is  due  to  each  claimant.  The  board  ofcom- 
nvissioners  is  to  report  as  early  as  practicable  after 
their  appointment  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  within  the  district  in  which  the  lands 
are  situated;  and  in  case  of  a  diff-erence  of  opin- 
ion in  the  board  as  to  the  matters  riferred  to  them, 
the  report  of  a  majority  of  the  commissioners  is 
to  be  held  to  be  the  report  of  the  boatd. 

The  circuit  court,  upon  the  return  and  exam- 
ination of  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  shall, 
for  the  parcels  of  land  taken,  as  to  which  there 
appear  to  be  no  conflicting  claims  for  compensa- 
tion, by  decree  order  the  sums  awarded  by  the 
commissioners  in  their  report  to  be  paid  to  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall,  according  to  the  re- 
port, be  entitled  thereto,  and  who  shall  apply 
therefor,  and  who  shall,  by  writing  filed  in  the 
court,  waive  his  or  their  right  to  an  appeal  from 
the  determination  of  the  board  of  cominissioncrs, 
and  agree  to  accept  the  sum  awarded,  in  full  sat- 
isfaction of  his  or  their  claims  for  the  lands  talcen 
by  the  United  States;  but  if  the  party  so  entitled 
and  applying  or  filing  a  complaint,  as  is  subse- 
quently provided  in  the  bill,  sliall  have  at)  estate 
for  life  only  in  the  land,  or  any  estate  less  than 
a  fee  simple,  or  shall  be  a  married  woman,  or  a 
minor,  or  non  compos  mentis,  the  court  shall,  in 
its  final  judgment  or  decree,  make  such  order  for 
the  payment  of  the  compensation  to  the  party  or 
for  its  payment  into  court;  and  as  to  the  invest- 
ment of  the  principal  and  disposalof  the  income, 
or  interest  thereof,  as  shall  bejust  and  equitable, 
and  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  those  inter- 
ested, in  accordance  with  the  rules  and  practice 
of  courts  of  equity,  in  cases  where  a  fund  in  court 
is  to  be  divided  and  administered. 

Provision  is  made  to  adjust  the  cases  of  those 
who  may  be  dissatisfied  with  the  decisions  made, 
through  various  courts,  with  a  right  of  appeal  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  St(?tes;  and  in 
all  cases  of  final  judgments  or  decrees  by  the  cir- 
cuit court,  or,  on  appeal,  by  the  Supreme  Court, 
where  the  same  shall  be  affirmed- in  favor  of  the 
claimant,  the  sum  due  thereby  shall  be  paid  either 
to  the  claimant  or  into  the  circuit  court,  as  the 
judgment  or  decree  may  determine,  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  out  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  the  arsenal,  on 
presentation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
a  copy  of  the  judgment  or  decree  signed  by  the 
presiding  judge,  and  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court.  Such  payment  is  to  be  a  full  dis- 
charge to  the  United  States  for  the  compensation 
and  damages  due  for  the  taking  of  the  lands,  in 
respect  of  which  the  judgment  or  decree  was  ren- 
dered or  made,  and  to  forever  l^ar  any  further 
claim  or  demand  against  the  United  States  arising 
out  of  the  taking  of  such  land.  Every  claim  against 
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the  United  States  for  the  taking  of  land  for  pub- 
lic use  as  nuiliorized  in  (lie  bill,  is  to  be  forever 
barred  unless  within  three  years  from  the  time  of 
such  takinj;  the  claim  for  compensation  therefor 
shall  be  adjusted  by  agreement  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  or  be  settled  by  an  award  of  the 
board  of  commissioners,  or  presented  by  com- 
plaiiitor  petition  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ill  the  district  in  which  the  land  is  sit- 
uated; but  the  claims  of  persons  who  at  the  time 
of  the  taking  shall  be  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  married  women,  idiots,  lunatics,  or 
insane,  or  beyond  seas,  shall  not  be  barred  if  their 
petition  of  complaint  be  filed  in  the  court  within 
tliree  years  after  the  disability  has  ceased,  but  no 
disability  other  thaii  those  enumerated  shall  pre- 
vent any  claim  from  being  barred,  nor  shall  any 
of  ih;  said  disabilities  operate  curwulaiively. 

The  umiMidment  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia  was  in  section 
eight,  after  the  word  "land,"  in  line  sixteen,  to 
insert: 

And  sucli  pnynient,  or  the  lawful  tender  tliercof,  shall 
operate  as  and  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  a  full  and 
coni|ileto  conveyance  of  the  parcel  or  parcels  of  land  lor 
wliieli  it  was  made  to  llie  United  Stales. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  If  I  understand  this  bill  it  in- 
volves a  new  principle  in  the  practice  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  one  which,  according  to  my  recol- 
lection, has  never  been  attempted  to  be  practiced 
from  llie  earliest  period  of  the  Government  to 
the  present  lime.  1  do  not  speak  with  certainty 
■when  I  say  that  that  is  so;  but  such  is  my  im- 
pression. I  think  there  has  been  no  instance  of 
an  attempt  on  the  part  of  this  Government  to  take 
private  property  in  a  State  for  public  uses  against 
the  consent  of  the  owner.  I  should  like  to  hear 
the  learned  gentleman  from  Michigan,  who  1 
know  is  a  profound  lawyer,  on  that  subject.  It 
strikes  me  to  be  a  new  exercise  of  power. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  This  bill  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  18th  of  February  last. 
The  object  is  to  enable  the  Government  to  acquire 
the  title  to  the  whole  of  Rock  Island, in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  an  arsenal,  that 
place  having  been  selected  by  act  of  Congress  of 
186i2,  among  others,  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ihg  an  arsenal  in  the  West.  It  is  a  small  island 
in  Rock  river,  and  very  commodiously  situated 
-for  such  a  purpose;  and  with  the  exception  of 
about  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land  lying 
on  the  island,  it  belongs  entirely  to  the  United 
States,  the  title  never  having  been  transferred  by 
the  United  States;  and  no  controversy  can  arise 
so  far  us  is  now  seen  under  this  bill,  except  as  to 
that  portion  of  the  land  which  is  now  owned  by 
private  jiersons,  those  persons  being  only  two 
in  number.  Whether  they  are  willing  to  sell  to 
the  United  States  the  lands  which  they  own  on 
that  island  I  do  not  know;  but  the  object  of  the 
bill  is  to  acquire  the  title  to  the  whole  island,  their 
lands  included. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  puts  the 
question  whether  it  is  competent  for  the  United 
States  to  take  the  property  of  private  persons  for 
puijlic  use  without  the  consent  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature  

Mr.  HALE.     No. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  should  like",  then,  lo  un- 
derstand the  fpiestion  which  is  put  by  the  Sena- 
tor more  distinctly  than  I  do. 

Mr.  HALE.  1  stated  that  I  believed  thisGov- 
ernmeni  had  never  attempted  to  take  for  [lublic 
use  private  property  in  a  State  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  owner. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Whether  it  has  or  has  not 
exercised  that  power  is  a  matter  of  very  little 
consequence.  The  only  question  of  any  import- 
ance before  the  Si;nate  is  whether  the  Govern- 
ment has  power  in  this  manner  to  acquire  the  title 
to  private  properly  for  public  use.  As  to  that 
question  1  can  entertain  no  douljt  whatever.  Cer- 
tainly the  Constitution,  by  the  plainest  implica- 
tion, authorizes  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  whenever  they  shall  see  fit  lo  lake  private 
property  for  the  puldic  use,  to  do  so  upon  mak- 
ing just  compensation.  This  is  in  one  of  the 
nniciidments  to  the  Constitution  adopted  after  the 
main  body  of  the  Conslitution  had  been  in  oper- 
ation for  several  years.  I  cannot  doubt  it;  and 
until  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  shall  call 
to  my  attention  some  clause  in  the  Constilution 
wiiicii  Hecmn,  in  liis  opinion,  to  prohibit  us  from 


the  exercise  of  this  power,  I  shall  deem  that  I 
have  given  him  a  sufficient  answer. 

We  have  the  right  to  take  private  property  for 
public  use.  1  had  supposed  that  that  principle 
had  long  since  been  conceded.  Whether  it  has 
been  exercised  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the  title  to 
land  from  private  persons  is,  as  I  said  before,  a 
question  totally  immaterial.  The  Government 
may  or  may  not  have  done  so;  I  do  not  know 
what  the  fact  is;  butthat  we  have  the  right  I  enter- 
tain no  sort  of  doubt. 

There  is  but  one  amendment  suggested  to  this 
bill,  that  which  hasjust  been  read, and  it  is  added 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  cutting  off  for  the  future 
all  controversies  as  to  the  title  of  the  property 
which  the  Government  may  thus  take  upon  mak- 
ing due  compensation,  and  placing  the  title  be- 
yond all  dispute  in  the  United  States. 

I  will  say  further  in  respect  to  the  bill,  that  in 
case  of  any  controversy  that  may  arise  between 
the  Government  and  a  private  person  under  this 
bill,  the  private  person  has  a  right  to  resort  first 
to  commissioners,  next  to  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  and  if  he  sees  fit  have  the  value  of 
his  property  assessed -by  a  jury  regularly  called 
and  impanneled;  and  then,  if  he  is  unsatisfied  with 
the  proceeding*,  he  has  aright  to  appeal  the  whole 
case  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  that  district  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States;  so  that  I  am  not  able  to  see  any  objection 
to  the  bill  growing  out  of  the  suspicion  of  injus- 
tice being  done  to  any  private  person.  I  hope  the 
bill  will  be  passed. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  POWELL.  1  rise  to  inquire  of  the  Sen- 
ator who  reports  this  bill,  in  what  State  Rock  Isl- 
and is  .'     Is  it  not  in  Illinois.' 

Mr.  HOWARD.     It  is  in  Illinois. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Is  there  any  provision  to  get 
the  consent  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Illinois  to 
the  transmission  of  this  property  to  us.'  Has 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois  taken  any  action  on 
the  matter? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  am  not  awara  that  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  has  tfiken  any 
action  in  the  matter.     I  do  not  know  how  that  is. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  concur  with  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  if  I  understood  the  point 
he  made  a  few  moments  ago,  that  we  cannot  do 
this  ihing  unless  we  have  the  consent  of  the  Slate. 
The  universal  custom  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Government  has  been,  if  the  General  Government 
wishes  to  obtain  property  in  a  State  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  fort  or  arsenal  or  hospital,  to 
procure  a  law  from  the  State  giving  the  United 
States  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be 
necessary  that  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  should 
give  its  consent  to  the  proceeding  which  the  bill 
has  in  contemplation,  because,  as  I  have  already 
remarked,  I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Goveriniient  of  the  United  States  to  take  private 
property,  no  matter  of  what  quality,  whetherper- 
sonal  or  real,  for  the  public  use  by  making  just 
compensation  therefor. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  But  that  does  not  confer 
jurisdiction.  Our  practice  has  been  to  get  a  ces- 
sion of  jurisdiction  from  the  State  in  all  such 
cases. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  The  question  of  jurisdiction 
does  not  arise  at  this  stage  of  the  proceeding.  It 
will  be  sufficient  lo  discuss  that  question  when 
there  shall  be  a  conflict  of  jurisdiction^Jetween  the 
State  of  Illinois  and  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  in  respect  to  this  island. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator,  I  suppose, 
is  aware  that  the  policy  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  well  established  ,  not  to  take  lands 
lo  be  used  in  this  way  in  the  States  unless  there 
is  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  by  the  States  where 
the  lands  lie. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  am  quite  aware  that  there 
are  numerous  instances  in  which  cessions  have 
b(;en  made  by  States  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  is  a  general  law 
on  the  Huljjecl. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Will  the  memberfrom  Michi- 
gan permit  me  to  make  a  remark.' 

Mr.  HOWARD.     Certainly. 

Mr.  .TOIINSON.  There  arc  two  questions, 
I  iiupiiose,  presented  by  Ihio  bill.     Tlic  first  ia 


whether  we  can  authorize  the  condemnation  of 
property  and  acquire  title  to  property  in  that  way; 
and  the  other  is  whether,  if  we  get  the  tiile  in  that 
way  and  nothing  else  is  done,  the  United  States 
would  have  jurisdiction  over  it.  The  proposi- 
tions are  entirely  independent  of  each  other.  I 
suppose  with  reference  to  the  first  point,  it  would 
be  very  clear,  if  there  was  not  in  the  Constitution 
the  particular  provision  to  which  I  am  about  to 
refer,  that,  as  an  incident  of  sovereignty,  the  right 
of  eminent  domain  belongs  to  this  Government, 
I  mean  the  right  of  eminent  domain  with  refer- 
ence to  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  Constitution.  The  member  from 
New  Hampshire  and  the  member  from  Kentucky 
are  mistaken  in  supposing  that  this  power  has 
never  been  exercised.  The  United  Stales  some 
years  ago  were  very  anxious  to  obtain  a  site  for 
a  fort  at  the  entrance  to  a  harbor  in  California, 
and  they  were  charged  as  they  supposed  a  very 
extravagant  price,  some  one  hundred  or  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  what  in  point  of  fact, 
as  they  supposed,  was  worth  only  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  they  proceeded  to 
condemn  it.  Whether  the  proceedings  were  con- 
summated or  not,  that  is  to  say  whether  the  Uni- 
ted States  got  title  under  the  proceedings  or  not, 
I  am  not  so  certain. 

Mr.  COLL  AM  ER.  The  proceedings  were  in 
a  State  court  under  a  Slate  law. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  know  that;  but  by  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  Now,  not  only,  as  I  think,  is  the  right 
of  eminentdomain  incidental  to  a  Government  like 
the  United  Stales,  and  every  other  Government 
that  can  be  imagined,  as  far  as  relates  to  its  powers, 
where  these  powers  may  be  beneficially  exercised 
by  exerting  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  but  one 
of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  necessarily 
implies  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Stales,  by  whom  it  was  adopted,  and  the 
framers  of  those  amendments,  the  right  did  exist. 
The  fifth  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  adopted, 
as  we  know,  soon  after  the  Constitution  itself  was 
adopted,  provides: 

"Nor  shall  private  property  Lc  taken  for  public  use  with- 
out just  compensation. " 

It  assumes  necessarily  that  private  property 
may  be  taken  for  public  use,  and  the  provision 
which  1  have  just  read  was  intended  to  limit  what 
it  was  supposed  might  be  the  uiijustconsequences 
of  the  exertion  of  that  power;  and  so  it  did  not 
lake  from  the  Government  the  power  to  aiipro- 
priate  private  properly  to  public  use,  but  limited 
the  right  to  acquire  by  directing  that  it  should 
only  be  done  on  the  payment  of  just  compensa- 
tion. Just  compensation,  therefore,  being  pro- 
vided for,  the  right  exists  to  a|)ply  private  prop- 
erty to  public  use;  and  this  provision  in  the  Con- 
slitution of  the  United  Stales,  as  it  now  is,  has 
always  been  held,  and  properly  held,  lo  he  appli- 
cable exclusively  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  a  limitation  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress. It  has  nothing  lo  do  with  the  coiistiuitions 
of  the  several  Slates.  That  being  the  case,  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  very  clear  that  accoiding  lo  the  true 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  there  is  a  right  to 
take  private  properly  for  public  use,  subject  to  the 
restriction  ihnt  compensation  is  to  be  made. 

But  there  is  another  objection.  The  right  of 
eminent  domain  is  an  ulterior  right,  and  should 
never  be  exercised,  and  is  never  exercised  by  any 
Government  except  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
title.  If  you  fail  to  get  it  by  contract  because  the 
party  who  owns  it  is  unwilling  to  give  it  upon 
any  reasonable  terms,  or  because  there  is  no  per- 
son to  be  found  with  whom  the  agreement  can  be 
made,  you  get  it  by  exercising  the  right  of  emi- 
nent donniin.  Where  you  get  it  by  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  and  the  Govern- 
ment that  exercises  it  has  jurisdiction  coextensive 
with  the  territory,  and  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
nothing  more  is  necessary  to  be  done  than  to  get 
the  title,  jurisdiction  existing  antecedent;  but  iliat 
is  not  the  ease  with  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  jurisdiction  over  all  the  territorial 
limits  within  the  several  Stales  is  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Stales 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Foot.) 
The  Chair  is  obliged  lo  appeal  to  the  Senator  to 
suspend  his  remarks  for  a  moment.  The  rule  of 
the  Senate  is  imperative,  and  makes  it  incumbent 
on  the  Chair,  the  morning  liotir  having  expired, 
to  call  up  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  HOWARD.     We  can  get  through  with 
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tliis  bill  in  a  very  few  moments,  ami  I  hope  that 
the  order  of  the  day  may  be  passed  over  inform- 
ally for  a  moment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  By  common 
consent  the  special  order  will  lie  for  the  time 
being,  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate  may  be  continued;  and  no 
objection  being  made,  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
will  proceed  with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  was  about  to  say,  Mr. 
President,  that  in  our  form  of  government,  or 
rather, forms  ofgovernment,  the  jurisdiction  over 
the  lands,  as  far  as  those  lands  are  within  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  States,  is  a  jurisdiction  in  the 
State;  and  although  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary, 
or  necessary  at  all,  as  I  think, in  orderto  gettitle 
to  lands  within  the  Slate  in  the  United  States,  yetit 
is  necessary  or  advisable  in  a  case  of  tl)is  descrip- 
tion, at  least,  that  if  title  is  to  be  obtained  in  that 
way,  it  should  be  followed  by  also  having  united 
with  the  title  exclusive  jurisdiction.  It  is  more 
particularly  necessary  if  the  property  is  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  public  uses.  It  ought  not  to  be 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States.  It  seems 
to  me,  therefore,  it  would  be  very  desirable,  or, 
to  state  it  differently,  most  desirable,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  occupy  this  site  for  that  purpose  by 
exercising  the  right  of  eminent  domain  under  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  that  it  should  be  preceded 
by  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois that  she  would  cede  jurisdiction  over  it  to, 
the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  any 
difficulty  will  grow  out  of  the  objection  which  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  has  presented  against  the 
bill.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  the  new  States 
there  are  immense  tracts  of  land  the  title  of  which 
now  is  in  the  United  States,  lying  within  the 
limits  of  the  States.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  new  States  for  the  punishment 
of  all  crimes,  theenforcementof  contracts, and  for 
all  the  purposes  of  State  government,  extends  over 
the  lands  thus  belonging  to  the  United  States.  It 
is  hardly  conceivable  how  a  collision  could  arise 
between  the  authority  of  the  State  and  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  Stales  upon  those  lands.  I  do 
not  see,  I  confess,  any  reason  for  supposing  that 
there  will  beany  difficulty  arising  in  reference  to 
this  particular  island  which  \vould  not  be  likely 
to  arise  elsewhere  in  the  State  of  Illinois  upon  the 
public  lands.  It  may  be  conceded  perhaps,  for 
the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
Illinois  for  political  and  civil  purposes  will  ex- 
tend over  this  island  as  it  does  now,  and  that  the 
United  Stales  will  be  simply  the  owner  of  the 
property  for  tiie  uses  and  purposes  of  an  arsenal. 
It  will  not  follow,  however,  that  the  government 
of  Illinois  has  any  right  whatever,  and  it  would 
have  no  right,  to  interfere  with  the  operations  of 
the  Federal  authorities  there  in  carrying  on  the 
affairs  of  this  arsenal.  Everything  will  ga  on  just 
as  harmoniously  as  if  the  United  States  Iiad  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  over  the  island. 

Sir,  1  am  not  sure  that  it  is  possible  under  our 
CofiSiitution  to  give  to  the  United  States  an  exclu- 
sive political  jurisdiction  over  this  island,  though 
I  do  not  propose  to  spend  any  time  in  discussing 
the  question.  The  old  Constitution  before  it  was 
amended  provided  that  Congress  should  have 
power 

"To  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever over  siicli  district,  &c.,  and  to  exercise  like  authority 
over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature 
of  ihc  State!  in  which  the  same  shall  he,  for  the  erection  of 
forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful 
buildings." 

1  do  not  know  that  under  that  clause  Illinois 
might  not  concede  exclusive  jurisdiction;  but  I 
do  not  deem  it  necessary  that  she  should  do  so. 
There  will  be  perfect  harmony  there  between  the 
Stale  authorities  and  the  Federal  authorities.  All 
that  the  Government  wants  of  this  island  is  the 
use  of  it  for  the  purposes  of  an  arsenal,  and  for 
those  purposes  undoubtedly  the  laws  of  Illinois 
will  be  a  sufficient  protection  for  the  United  States. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  ordering  the  amendment  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  hill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HOWE.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  TRUMnULL.  I  rise  toa  question  of  or- 
der. I  must  insist  upon  going  on  with  the  order 
of  the  day  if  this  bill  is  to  lead  to  discussion,  as 
I  presume  it  will.  The  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
de.'igns  discnsfing  it,  1  believe. 


Mr.  HOWE.  1  had  some  observations  to  sub- 
mit on  this  l)ill. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  I  must  insist  on  the 
special  order.  This  bill  was  only  continued  after 
one  o'clock  by  unanimous  consent.  It  is  not  with 
a  desire  to  interfere  with  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  at  all,  but  because  I  consider 
it  my  duty,  having  charge  of  the  other  subject, 
which  is  the  special  order,  to  insist  that  it  shall 
be  taken  up. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  yield  the  floor  for  that 
motion.'' 

Mr.  HOWE.     Yes,  sir. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Then  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day  is  before  the  Senate,  upon 
which  the  Sfenator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Sum- 
ner] is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

TRANSFERS  FROM  TIIE  ARMY  TO  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  aslf  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  take  up  for  consideration  Senate  bill 
No.  218. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  yield  the  floor  for  that 
purpose? 

Mr.  HALE.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  his  permission 
to  make  the  motion.  It  is  the  bill  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  the  day 
before  yesterday,  proposing  to  repeal  a  certain 
joint  resolution.  The  committee  reported  it  back 
yesterday  morning  with  an  amendment,  which 
grants  substantially  all  that  is  asked.  It  is  said 
to  be  of  pressing  importance  to  the  Government 
that  it  should  be  passed  at  once;  and  I  therefore 
ask  the  Senate  to  take  it  up  now  and  pass  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Will  it  lead  to  debate  ? 

Mr.  HALE.     I  do  not  think  it  will. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  a  vote  can  be  taken  on 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire without  debate,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  import- 
ance, I  shall  not  object. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  Senate,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  (S.  No.  218)10  repeala  jointresolutiontherein 
named;  which  was  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  with  an  amendment, after  the  word 
"  that,"  in  line  three,  to  insert  the  words  "  the 
first  section  of;"  so  that  the  bill  will  read: 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc,  Tliat  the  first  section  of  the  joint  res- 
olution entitled  "A  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  transfer 
of  persons  in  the  military  service  to  the  naval  service," 
approved  Fel)ruary  24,  1864,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resoltition  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
as  amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred 
in.  The  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  subsequently  said: 
The  Chair  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  a  bill  which  was  passed  by  the  body  this  morn- 
ing repealing  the  joint  resolution  named  in  it. 
The  bill  as  originally  introduced  was  to  repeal 
the  whole  joint  resolution,  but  as  amended  it  re- 
peals only  the  first  section  of  that  resolution,  and 
yet  the  title  reads  "A  bill  to  repeal  a  joint  reso- 
lution therein  named."  It  should  read,  "A  bill 
to  repeal  the  first  section  of  a  joint  resolution 
therein  named,"  and  it  will  be  so  amended  if 
there  be  no  objection.  The  Chair  hears  none. 
AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Foot.) 
The  special  order  of  the  day,  which  is  the  joint  res- 
olution (S.  No.  16)  proposing  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  is  now  before 
the  Senate,  and  the  question  is  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  That  amendment  is  in  the  form  of  a 
substitute  for  the  original  resolution,  and  is  open 
to  amendment  before  the  question  of  concurrence 
is  taken.  After  the  Senate  shall  have  concurred, 
if  they  do  concur,  in  that  amendment,  the  text  of 
the  joint  resolution,  the  amendment  itself  being 
in  the  form  of  a  substitute,  will  not  be  open  to 
amendment.  Amendments  then  can  only  be  of- 
fered in  the  form  of  provisos  or  additional  sec- 
tions to  the  amendment.  The  Chair  deems  it 
proper  to  make  this  announcement  in  advance, 
that  no  misapprehension  may  be  entertained.  , 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  if  an  angel 
from  the  skies  or  a  stranger  from  another  planet 
were  permitted  to  visit  this  earth, and  to  examine 


its  surface,  who  can  doubt  thathis  eyes  would  rest 
with  astonishment  ujion  the  outstretched  extent 
and  exluiustless  resources  of  this  Republic  of  the 
New  World,  young  in  years  but  already  rooted 
beyond  any  dynasty  in  history.'  In  proportion 
as  he  consideitd  and  understood  all  those  Ihings 
among  us  which  enter  into  and  constitute  the  na- 
tional life,  his  astonishment  would  increase,  for 
he  would  find  a  numerous  people,  pov/erful  be- 
yond precedent,  without  a  Ifing  or  a  noble,  but 
with  the  schoolmaster  instead.  And  yet  the  as- 
tonishment which  he  confessed,  as  all  these  ihings 
appeared  before  him,  would  swell  into  marvel  as 
he  learned  that  in  this  Republic,  which  had  ar- 
rested his  admiration,  where  there  was  neither 
king  nor  noble,  but  the  schoolmaster  instead,  there 
were  four  million  human  beings  in  abject  bondage, 
degraded  to  be  chattels,  under  the  pretense  of 
property  in  man,  driven  by  the  lash  like  beasts, 
despoiled  of  all  rights,  even  the  right  to  knowl- 
edge and  the  sacred  right  of  family;  so  that  the 
relation  of  husband  and  wife  was  impossible  and 
no  parent  could  claim  his  own  child;  while  all 
were  condemned  to  brutish  ignorance.  Startled 
by  what  he  beheld,  the  stranger  would  naturally 
inquire  by  what  authority,  under  what  sanction, 
and  through  what  terms  of  law  or  Constitution, 
this  fearful  inconsistency,  so  shocking  to  human 
nature  itself,  continued  to  be  upheld.  But  his 
growing  astonishment  would  know  no  bounds, 
when  he  was  pointed  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales,  as  the  final  guardian  and  cojisi'rva- 
tor  of  this  peculiar  and  many-headed  wickedness. 

"And  is  it  true,"  the  stranger  would  cxchum, 
"that,  inlaying  the  foundatioi'is  of  this  Republic, 
dedicated  to  human  rights,  all  these  wrongs  have 
been  positively  established?"  He  would  ask  to 
see  that  Constitution  and  to  know  the  fatal  words 
by  which  the  sacrifice  was  commanded.  The 
trembling  with  which  he  began  its  perusal  v/ould 
be  succeeded  by  joy  as  he  finished  it;  for  he 
would  find  nothing  in  that  golden  text,  not  a  single 
sentence,  phrase, or  word,  even,  to  serve  as  origin, 
authority,  or  apology  for  the  outrage.  And  then 
his  astonishment,  already  knowing  'iio  bounds, 
would  break  forth  anew,  as  he  exclaimed, "Shame- 
ful and  irrational  as  is  slavery,  it  is  not  more 
shameful  or  irrational  than  that  unsupported  in- 
terpretation which  undertakes  to  make  your  Con- 
stitution the  final  guardian  and  conservator  of 
this  terrible  and  unpardonable  denial  of  human 
rights." 

Such  a  stranger  as  I  have  described,  coming  from 
afar,  with  eyes  which  no  local  bias  had  distorted, 
and  with  undeistanding  whicli  no  local  custom 
had  disturbed,  would  naturally  see  the  Constitu- 
tion precisely  as  it  is  in  its  actual  text,  and  he 
would  interpret  it  in  its  true  sense,  without  pre- 
possession or  prejudice.  Of  course  he  would 
know,  what  all  jurisprudence  teaches  and  all  rea- 
son confirms,  that  human  rights  cannot  be  taken 
away  by  any  indirection  or  by  any  vain  imagin- 
ing of  something  that  was  intended  but  was  not 
said,  and,  as  ^  natural  consequence,  that  slavery 
can  exist — if  exist  it  can  at  all — only  by  virtue  of 
a  positive  text,  and  that  what  is  true  of  slavery  is 
true  also  of  all  its  incidents;  and  the  enlightened 
stranger  would  insist  that,  in  all  interpretation 
of  the  Constitution,  that  cardinal  principle  must 
never  for  a  moment  be  out  of  mind,  but  must  be 
kept  ever  forward  as  guide  and  master,  that  slavery 
cannot  stand  on  inference,  nor  can  any  support  of 
slavery  stand  on  inference.  Thus  informed,  and 
in  the  light  of  a  pervasive  principle, 

"  How  far  that  little  candle  throws  his  beams  1" 
he  would  peruse  the  Constitution  from  beginning 
to   end,  from  its  opening  preamble  to  its  final 
amendment,  and  then  the  joyful  opinion  would 
be  given. 

There  are  three  things  whicii  he  would  observe: 
first  and  foremost,  that  the  dismal  words  "  slave" 
and  "slavery"  do  not  appear  in  the  Constitution; 
so  that  if  the  unnatural  pretension  of  property  in 
man  lurk  anywhere  in  that  text,  it  is  under  a 
feigned  name  or  an  alias,  which  of  itself  is  cause 
of  suspicion,  while  an  imperative  rule  lenders  its 
recognition  impossible.  Next,  he  would  consider 
the  preamble,  which  is  the  key  to  open  the  whole 
succeeding  instrument;  but  here  no  single  word 
can  be  found  which  does  not  open  the  Constitu- 
tion to  freedom  and  close  it  to  slavery.  The 
object  of  the  Constitution  is  announced  to  be  "in 
order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  jus- 
tice, insure  domeatic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the 
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convnon  dercnsc,  promote  tlic  general  welfaic, 
and  secure  the  bli;ssings  of  libertij  to  ourscives 
and  our  posterity,"  nil  of  which,  in  every  par- 
ticular, is  absolutely  inconsistent  with  slavery. 
And  tliirdly,  he  would  observe  tiiose  trme-hon- 
ored,  most  efficacious,  chain-breaking;  words  in 
the  Amendments:  "  wVo  person  shall  be  deprived  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property,  icithont  due  process  ef 
lau}."  Scorning  ail  false  interpretations  and" 
glosses  whicii  may  have  been  fastened  upon  the 
Ci>ns;iiution  as  a  support  of  slavery,  and  with 
IJiese  three  things  belbre  him,  he  would  naturally 
declare  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  original  text 
on  which  this  hideous  wrong  could  be  founded 
anywhere  within  the  sphere  of  its  operation. 
With  astonishment  he  would  ask  again  by  what 
strange  delusion  or  hallucination  the  reason  had 
been  so  far  overcome  as  to  recognize  slavery  in  the 
Constitution,  when  plainly  itis  not  there,  and  can- 
not be  there?  The  answer  is  humiliating,  but  it  is 
easy. 

People  naturally  find  in  texts  of  Scripture  the 
support  of  their  own  religious  opinions  or  preju- 
dices; and,  in  the  same  way,  they  naturally  find 
in  texts  of  the  Constitution  the  support  of  their 
own  political  opinions  or  prejudices.  7\.nd  this 
may  not  be  in  cither  case  because  Scripture  or 
Constitution,  when  truly  interpreted,  supports 
these  opinions  or  prejudices;  but  because  people 
are  apt  to  find  in  texts  simply  a  reflection  of  them- 
selves. Most  clearly  and  indubitably,  whoever 
finds  any  support  of  slavery  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  has  first  found  such  support 
in  himself;  not  that  he  will  hesitate,  perhaps,  to 
condemn  slavery  in  wordsofapproved gentleness, 
but  because  from  unhappy  education  or  more  un- 
happy insensibility  to  tiiis  wrong  he  has  already 
conceded  to  it  a  certain  traditional  foothold  of  im- 
munity, which  he  straightway  transfers  from  him- 
self to  the  Constitution.  In  dealing  with  this 
subject,  it  has  not  been  the  Constitution,  so  much 
as  human  nature  itself,  which  has  been  at  fault. 
Let  the  people  change,  and  the  Constitution  will 
change  also;  for  the  Constitution  is  but  the 
shadow,  \?hile  the  people  are  the  substance. 

But  under  the  influences  of  the  present  struggle 
for  national  life, and  in  obedience  toils  incessant 
exigencies,  the  people  have  already  changed,  and 
in  nothing  so  much  as  slavery.  Old  opinions  and 
prejudices  have  dissolved,  and  that  traditional 
ibothold  which  slavery  once  possessed  has  been 
gradually  weakened  until  no\V  it  scarcely  exists. 
JNalurally  this  change  must  sooner  or  later  show 
itself  in  theinterpretationof  the  Constitution.  But 
it  is  already  visible  even  there,  in  the  concession  of 
powers  overslavery  which  were  formerly  denied. 
The  time,  then,  has  come  when  the  Constitution, 
which  has  been  so  long  interpreted  for  slavery, 
may  be  interpreted  for  freedom.  This  is  one  stage 
of  triumph.  Universal  emancipation,  which  is  at 
hand, can  be  won  only  by  complete  emancipation 
of  the  Constitution  itself,  which  has  been  de- 
graded to  wear  chains  so  long  that  its  real  character 
is  scarcely  known.  , 

Sometimes  the  concession  is  made  on  the  ground 
of  military  necessity.  The  capacious  war  powers 
of  the  Constitution  are  invoked,  and  it  is  said  that 
in  their  legitimate  exercise  slavery  may  be  de- 
stroyed. Tliere  is  much  in  this  concession;  more 
even  than  is  imagined  by  many  from  whom  it 
proceeds.  It  is  war,  say  they,  which  puts  these 
powers  in  motion;  but  they  forget  that  wherever 
slavery  exists  there  is  perpetual  war — that  slavery 
itself  is  a  slate  of  war  between  two  races,  where  one 
is  for  the  moment  victor — pictured  accurately  by 
Jefferson  when  he  described  it  as  "  permitting  one 
half  of  the  citizens  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  the 
other,  transforming  those  into  enemies,  and  these 
into  despots."  Therefore,  wherever  slavery  ex- 
ists, even  in  seeming  peace,  the  war  power  may  be 
invoked  to  put  an  end  to  a  condition  which  is  in- 
ternecine, and  to  overthrow  pretensions  which  are 
Jiostile  to  every  attribute  of  the  Almighty. 

But  it  is  not  on  military  necessity  alone  that  the 
concession  is  made.  Tlierc  are  many  who,  as 
ihey  read  the  Constitution  now,  see  its  powers 
over  slavery  more  clearly  than  before.  The  old 
Buperstition  is  abandoned;  and  they  join  with 
Patrick  Henry  when,  in  the  Virginia  convention, 
he  declared  that  the  power  of  manumission  was 
given  to  Congress.  lie  did  not  iiesitate  to  argue 
against  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  because  it 
gave  tliia  power.  And  shall  we  be  less  perspica- 
cious for  freedom  than  this  Virginia  Btatcsman 


was  for  slavery?     Discerning  this  power  he  con- 
fessed his  disinay;  but  let  us  confess  our  joy. 

We  have  already  seen  that  slavery  can  find  no 
support  in  the  Constitution.  Glance  now  at  the 
positive  provisions  by  which  it  is  brought  com- 
pletely under  the  control  of  Congress. 

1.  First  among  the  powers  of  Congress,  and  as- 
sociated with  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  is 
that  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defense  and  gen- 
eral welfare."  It  has  been  questioned  whether  this 
is  a  substantive  power,  or  simply  incident  to  that 
with  which  it  is  associated.  But  it  seems  diflicult, 
if  not  absurd,  to  insist  that  Congress  should  not 
have  this  substantive  power.  Shall  it  nofprovide 
for  the  common  defense  ?  Shall  it  not  provide  for 
the  general  welfare?  If  it  cannot  do  these  things 
it  had  better  abdicate.  In  the  discussions  on  the 
Constitution  in  the  Virginia  convention,  Mr. 
George  Mason,  one  of  Us  most  decided  opponents, 
said,  "  That  Congress  should  have  power  to  pro- 
vide for  the  general  welfare  of  the  Union,  I  ^7-ant." 
(2  Eliot's  Debates,  327.)  But  the  language  of  Pat- 
rick Henry,  to  which  allusion  has  been  already 
made,  was  still  more  explicit.  He  foresaw  that 
this  power  would  be  naturally  directed  against  sla- 
very, and  he  said: 

"  Slavery  is  detested.  We  feel  its  fatal  cffocta.  We  de- 
plore it  witli  all  the  pity  of  innnanity.  Let  all  these  coiisid- 
craliOMs,  at  some  futinc  period,  press  with  rull  foicc  on  the 
minds  of  Concress.  Let  that  urbanity  which,  I  trust,  will 
distinguish  Americans,  and  the  necessity  of  national  de- 
fense— let  all  these  things  operate  on  their  minds ;  they 
will  search  that  paper  [the  Constitution]  and  see  if  they 
have  the  power  of  manumission.  And  have  they  not,  sir.' 
Have  they  not  the  power  to  provide  for  the  general  defense 
and  welfare!  May  they  not  think  that  they  call  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery?  May  they  not  pionounee  all  slaves 
free?  And  will  they  not  be  warranted  by  that  power?  This 
is  no  ambiguous  implication  or  logical  deduction.  The 
paper  speahs  to  the  point.  They  hnac  the  power  in  clear  and 
unequivocal  terms,  and  will  clearly  and  certainly  exercise 
it."— Eliot's  Debates,  vol.  :J,  p.  590. 

Language  could  not  be  more  positive.  To  all 
who  ask  for  the  power  of  Congress  over  slavery, 
here  is  a  sufficient  answer;  and  remember  that 
this  is  not  my  speech,  but  the  speech  of  Patrick 
Henry,  who  says  that  the  Constitution  "speaks 
to  the  point." 

2.  Next  comes  the  clause,  "  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  declare  war;  to  raise  and  support 
armies;  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy.  A 
power  like  this  is  from  its  very  nature  unlimited. 
In  raising  and  supporting  an  army,  in  provid- 
ing and  maintaining  a  navy,  Congress  is  not  re- 
strained to  any  particular  class  or  color.  It  may 
call  upon  all  and  authorize  that  contract  which  the 
Government  makes  with  an  enlisted  soldier.  But 
such  a  contract  would  be  in  itself  an  act  of  manu- 
mission; for  a  slave  cannot  makeacontract.  And 
if  the  contract  be  followed  by  actual  service,  who 
can  deny  its  completest  cflicacy  in  enfranchising 
the  soldier-slave  and  his  whole  family?  Shak- 
speare,  immortal  teacher,  gives  expression  to  an 
instinctive  sentiment  when  he  makes  Henry  V, 
on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  Agincourt,  encourage 
his  men  by  promising, 

"  For  lie  to  day  that  sheds  liis  blood  with  nie, 
Shall  he  niy  brother;  he  he  ne'er  so  vile, 
This  day  shall  gentle  his  condition." 

3.  There  is  still  another  clause:  "The  United 
Stales  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Unfftn 
a  republican  form  of  goverjunent."  There  again 
is  a  plain  duly.  But  the  question  recurs,  what  is 
a  republican  form  of  government  ?  John  Adams, 
in  the  correspondence  of  liis  old  age,  says: 

"  The  customary  meanings  of  the  words  republic  and  com- 
monwealth have  been  infinite.  They  have  been  applied  to 
every  Govcrninenl  under  heaven  ;  that  of  Turkey  and  that 
of  Spain,  as  well  as  tliat  of  Athens  and  of  Rome,  of  (Jeneva 
and  San  Marino." — John  Jldams's  }Vorks,  vol.  10,  p.  378. 

But  the  guarantee  of  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment must  have  a  incaning  congenial  with  the 
purposes  of  the  Constitution.  If  a  Government 
like  that  of  Turkey,  or  even  like  that  of  Venice, 
could  come  within  the  scope  of  this  guarantee,  it 
would  be  of  little  value.  It  would  be  words  and 
nothing  more.  Evidently  it  must  be  construed 
so  as  to  uphold  the  Constitution  according  to  all 
the  promises  of  its  preamble,  and  Mr.  Madison 
has  left  a  record,  first  published  to  the  Senate  by 
the  distinguished  Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
CoLLAMiiii,]  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  showing  that  this  clause  was  origi- 
nally suggested  in  i)art  by  the  fear  of  slavery. 
The  record  is  important,  disclosing  the  real  in- 
tention of  this  guarantee.  But  no  American  need 
be  at  a  loss  to  designate  sonic  of  the  distinctive 


elements  of  a  republic  according  to  the  idea  of 
American  institutions.  These  will  be  found,  first, 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  by  which  it 
is  solemnly  announced  "  thatall  men  are  endowed 
by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable  rights; 
that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness."  And  they  will  be  found,  sec- 
ondly, in  that  other  guarantee  and  prohibition  of 
the  Constitution,  in  liarmony  with  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence ;  "no  person  shall  be  deprived 
of  life,  liberty,  or  property  without  due  process  of 
law."  Such  are  some  of  the  essential  elements 
of  a  "  republican  form  of  goveriMiient,". which 
cannot  be  disowned  by  us  without  disowning  the 
very  muniments  of  our  liberties;  and  it  is  these 
which  the  United  States  are  bound  to  guaranty. 
But  all  these  make  slavery  impossible.  It  is  idle 
to  say  that  this  result  was  not  anticipated.  It 
would  be,  then,  only  another  illustration  thatour 
fathers  "builded  wiser  than  they  knew." 

4.  But,  independentof  the  clause  of  guarantee, 
there  is  the  clause  just  quoted,  which  in  itself  is 
a  source  of  power:  "  no  person  shall  be  deprived 
o/  life,  liberty,  or  property  without  dxie  process  of 
law."  This  was  a  part  of  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  proposed  by  the  First  Congress,  un- 
der the  popular  demand  for  a  Bill  of  Rights.  Brief 
as  it  is,  it- is  in  itself  alone  a  whole  Bill  of  Rights. 
Liberty  can  be.  lost  only  by  "  due  process  of  law," 
words  borrowed  from  the  old  Hberty-loving  com- 
mon law,  illustrated  by  our  master  in  law,  Lord 
Coke,  but  best  explained  by  the  late  Mr.  Justice 
Bronson,  of  New  York,  in  a  judicial  opinion  where 
he  says: 

"The  meaning  of  the  section  then  seems  to  be,  that  no 
member  of  the  Slate  shall  be  disfranchised  or  deprived  of  any 
of  his  rights  or  privileges  unlesB  tlie  matter  shall  be  adjudgutl 
against  him  upon  trial  had  according  to  the  course  of  com- 
mon law.  The  words  'due  process  of  law'  in  this  place 
cannot  mean  less  than  a  prosecution  or  suit  instituted  and 
conducted  according  to  the  prescribed  forms  and  solennii- 
ties  for  ascertaining  guilt  or  determining  the  title  to  prop- 
erty."— i  Hill's  Reports,  146. 

Such  is  the  protection  which  is  thrown  by  the 
Constitution  over  every  "person,"  without  dis- 
tinction of  race  or  color,  class  or  condition.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  about  the  universality  of  i his 
protection.  All,  without  exception,  come  within 
its  scope.  Its  natural  meaning  is  plain;  but  there 
is  an  incident  of  history  which  makes  it  plainer 
still,  excluding  all  possibility  of  misconception. 
A  clause  of  this  character  was  originally  recom- 
mended as  an  amendment  by  two  slave  States, 
North  Carolinaand  Virginia,  but  it  was  restrained 
by  them  to  freemen,  thus:  "  'No  freeman  ought  to 
be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  proiicrty  but  by 
the  law  of  the  land."  But  when  the  recommenif- 
ation  came  before  Congress  the  word  "person" 
was  substituted  for  "freeman,"  and  the  more 
searching  phrase  "  due  process  of  law"  was  sub- 
stituted for  "the  law  of  the  land."  In  making 
this  change,  rejecting  the  recommendation  of  two 
slave  States,  the  authors  of  this  amendment  re- 
vealed their  purpose,  that  710  person  wearing  the 
human  form  should  be  deprived  of  liberty  with- 
out due  process  of  law;  and  the  proposition  was 
adopted  by  the  votes  of  Congress  anil  then  of  the 
States  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution.  Clearly  on 
its  face  it  is  an  express  guarantee  of  personal  lib- 
erty and  an  express  prohibition  against  its  inva- 
sion anywhere. 

in  the  face  of  this  guarantee  and  prohibition — 
for  it  is  both — how  can  any  "person"  be  held 
as  a  slave?  But  it  is  sometimes  said  that  this 
provision  must  be  restrained  to  places  within  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  ofUie  national  Government. 
Let  me  say  frankly  that  such  formerly  was  my  own 
imjn-ession,  often  avowed  in  this  Chamber;  but  I 
never  doubled  its  completeefficacy  to  render  slave- 
ry unconsitutional  in  all  such  places,  so  that  "  no 
person"  could  be  held  a.s  a  slave  at  the  national 
capital  or  in  any  national  territory.  Constitu- 
tionally slavery  has  always  been  an  outlaw  where 
ever  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  was  ap- 
plicable. Nobody  doubted  that  it  was  binding 
on  the  national  courts,  and  yet  it  was  left  unexe- 
cuted— a  dead  letter,  killed  by  the  predominant 
influence  of  slavery,  until  at  last  Congress  was 
obliged  by  legislative  act  to  do  what  the  courts 
had  failed  to  do,  and  to  put  an  end  to  shivery  in 
the  national  capital  and  national  territories. 

But  there  are  no  words  in  this  guarantee  and 
prohibition  by  which  they  are  restrained  to  any 
exclusive  jurisdiction.  They  are  broad  and  gen- 
eral as  the  Constitution  itself;  and  since  they  are 
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ill  support  of  liutnan  rights  they  cannot  be  re- 
strained by  any  ii>terprelation.  There  is  no  lim- 
itation in  them,  and  nobody  now  can  supply  any 
sucii  limitation,  without  encountering  the  venera- 
ble maxim  of  law,  Impius  ac  crudelis  qui  libertati 
nonfavet — "  Impious  and  cruel  is  he  wliodoes  not 
favor  liberty."  Long  enough  courts  and  Congress 
have  merited  this  condemnation.  The  time  has 
come  when  they  should  merit  it  no  longer.  The 
(>onstituli-on  should  become  a  living  letter  under 
the  predominant  influence  of  freedom.  It  is  this  con- 
viction which  lias  brought  petitioners  to  Congress, 
during  the  present  session,  asking  that  the  Con- 
stitution shall  besimply  executed  against  slavery 
and  not  altered.  4h  !  sir,  it  would  be  aglad  sight 
to  see  that  Constitution,  which  we  have  all  sworn 
to  support,  interpreted  generously,  nobly,  glori- 
ously for  freedom,  so  that  everywhere  witliin  its 
influence  the  chains  should  drop  from  the  slave. 
If  it  be  said  that  this  was  not  anticipated  at  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  1  remind  you  of 
tiie  words  of  Patrick  Henry  at  the  time  when  he 
said,  "  the  paper  speaks  to  the  point."  No  dotibt. 
It  does  speak  to  the  point.  Cicero  preferred  to 
err  with  Plato  rather  than  to  think  right  with 
other  men.  And  pardon  me  if,  on  this  occasion, 
when  my  country  is  in  peril  from  slavery,  and 
when  human  rights  are  to  be  rescued,  I  prefer  to 
err  with  Patrick  Henry,  the  contemporary  of  the 
Constitution,  rather  than  to  think  right  with  Sen- 
ators who  hesitate  against  slavery. 

Mr.  President,  thus  stands  tke  case.  Thereis 
nothing  in  the  Constitution  on  which  slavery  can 
rest,  or  find  any  the  least  support.  Even  on  the 
face  of  that  instrument  it  is  ail  outlaw;  but  if  we 
look  further  at  its  provisions  we  find  at  least  four 
disiinclsources  of  power,  which,  ifexecuted,must 
render  slavery  impossible,  while  the  preamble 
makes  them  all  vital  for  freedom:  first,  the  power  to 
provide  for  the  common  defense  and  general  wel- 
fare; secondly ,  the  power  to  raise  armies  and  main- 
tain navies;  thirdly,  the  power  toguaranty  toevery 
State  a  republican  form  ofgovernment;and  fourth- 
ly, the  power  to  secure  liberty  toevery  person  re- 
strained without  due  process  of  law.  Butall  these 
provisions  are.something  more  than  powers;  they 
are  duties  also.  And  yet  we  are  constantly  and 
painfully  reminded  in  this'Chamber  that  pending 
measures  against  slavery  are  unconstitutional. 
Sir,  this  is  an  immense  mistake.  J^othing  against 
slavery  can  be  unconstitutional.  It  is  only  hesi- 
tation which  is  unconstitutional. 

And  yet  slavery  still  exists — in  defiance  of  all 
these  requirements  of  the  Constitution;  nay, 
more,  in  defiatice  of  reason  and  justice,  which  can 
never  be  disobeyed  with  impunity — it  exists,  the 
perpetual  spoiler  of  human  rights  and  disturber 
of  the  public  peace,  degrading  master  as  well  as 
slave,  corrupting  society,  weakening  Govern- 
ment, impoverishing  the  very  soil  itself,  and  im- 
pairing the  natural  resources  of  the  country. 
Such  an  outrage,  so  oflfensive  in  every  respect, 
not  only  to  the  Constitution,  but  also  to  the  whole 
system  of  order  by  which  the  universe  is  gov- 
erned, is  plainly  a  national  nuisance,  which,  for 
the  general  welfare  and  in  the  name  of  justice, 
ought  to  be  abated.  But  at  this  moment,  when 
it  menaces  the  national  life,  it  will  not  be  enough 
to  treat  slavery  merely  as  a  nuisance;  for  it  is  much 
more.  It  is  a  public  enemy  and  traitor  wherever  it 
shows  itself,  to  be  subdued,  in  the  discharge  of  sol- 
emn guarantees  of  Government  and  of  personal 
rights,  and  in  the  exercise  of  unquestionable  and 
indefeasible  rights  o^ self-defense .  All  now  admit 
that  in  the  rebel  States  it  is  a  public  enemy  and  trai- 
tor, so  that  the  rebellion  may  be  seen  in  slavery ,  and 
slavery  may  be  seen  in  the  rebellion.  But  slavery 
throughout  the  country,  everywhere  within  the 
national  limits,  is  a  living  unit,  one  andjj/tdivisible — 
so  that  even  outside  the  rebel  States  it  is  the  same 
public  enemy  and  traitor,  lending  succor  to  the 
rebellion,  and  holding  out  "blue  lights"  to  en- 
courage and  direct  its  operations.  But  whether 
regarded  as  national  nuisance  or  as  public  enemy 
and  traitor,  it  is  obnoxious  to  the  same  judgment, 
and  must  be  abolished. 

If,  in  abolishing  slavery,  any  injury  were  done 
to  the  just  interests  of  any  human  being  or  to  any 
rights  of  any  kind,  there  might  be  something  "  to 
give  us  pause,"  even  against  these  irresistible  re- 
quirements. But  nothing  of  the  kind  can  ensue. 
iNo  just  interests  and  no  rights  can  suffer.  U  is 
the  rare  felicity  of  such  an  act,  as  well  outside 
as  inside  the  rebel  States,  tiiat,  while  striking  a 


blow  at  the  rebellion,  and  assuring  future  tran- 
quillity, so  tliat  the  Republic  shall  no  longer  be  a 
house  divided  against  itself,  it  will  add  at  once  to 
the  value  of  the  whole  fee  simple  wherever  sla- 
very exists,  will  secure  individual  rights,  and  wUi 
advance  civilization  itself. 

There  is  another  motive  to  abolish  slavery  at 
this  time.  Embattled  armies  now  stand  face  to 
face,  on  the  one  side  fighting  for  slavery.  The 
gauntlelthathas  been  flung  down  we  have  yet  taken 
up  only  in  part.  In  abolishingslavery  entirely  we 
take  up  the  gauntlet  entirely.  Then  can  wc  look 
with  confidence  to  the  blessings  of  Almighty  God 
upon  our  arms.  So  long  as  we  sustain  slavery, 
so  long  as  we  hesitate  to  strike  at  it,  the  heavy 
battalions  of  our  armies  will  fail  in  power.  Sir 
Giles  Overreach  found  his  sword,  as  he  attempted 
to  draw  it,  "  glued  with  orphans'lears."  Letnot 
our  soldiers  find  their  swords  "glued"  with  the 
tears  of  the  slave. 

There  is  one  question  and  only  one  which  rises 
in  our  path;  and  this  only  because  the  national 
representatives  have  so  long  been  drugged  and 
drenched  with  slavery,  which  they  have  taken  in 
all  forms,  whether  of  dose  or  douche,  that,  like  a 
long-suflTering  patient,  they  are  not  yet  emanci- 
pated from  its  influence.  I  refer,  of  course,  to 
the  question  of  compensation  under  the  shameful 
assumption  that  there  can  be  properly  in  man. 
Sir,  there  was  a  moment  when  I  was  willing  lo 
pay  money  largely,  or  at  least  to  any  reasonable 
amount,  for  emancipation;  but  it  was  as  ransom, 
and  neveras compensation.  ThankGod  !  thattime 
has  now  passed,  never  to  return;  and  simply  be- 
cause money  is  no  longer  needed  for  the  purpose. 
Our  fathers  under  Washington  never  paid  the  Al- 
gerines  for  the  emancipation  of  our  enslaved  fel- 
low-citizens, except  as  ransom,  and  they  ceased 
all  such  tribute  when  emancipation  could  be  had 
without  it.  Such  must  be  our  rule  now.  Any 
other  rule  would  be  to  impoverish  the  Treasury 
for  nothing.  The  time  has  come  for  the  old  toc- 
sin to  sound,  "Millions  for  defense,  not  a  cent 
for  tribute."  Ay,  sir;  millions  of  dollars — with 
millions  of  strong  arms  also — to  defend  our  coun- 
try againstslave-masters;  but  notacentfor  tribute 
to  slave-masters. 

But  if  money  is  to  be  paid  as  compensation, 
clearly  it  cannot  go  to  the  master,  who  for  gen- 
erations has  I'obbed  the  slave  of  his  toil  and  all 
its  fruits,  so  that,  in  justice,  he  may  be  regarded 
now  as  the  trustee  of  accumulated  earnings  with 
interest  which  he  has  never  paid  over.  Any 
money  paid  as  compensation  must  belong  every 
dollar  of  it  to  the  slave.  If  the  case  were 
audited  in  Heaven's  chancery,  there  must  be 
another  allowance  for  the  denial  of  inestimable 
rights.  The  loss  of  wages  may  be  estimated, 
but  where  is  the  tariff  or  price-current  by  which 
those  other  losses  which  have  been  the  lot.of  every 
slave  shall  be  determined  ?  Mortal  arithmetic  is 
impotent  to  assess  the  fearful  sum  total.  In  pres- 
ence of  this  infinite  responsibility  the  whole 
question  must  be  referred  to  that  other  tribunal 
where  master  and  slave  will  be  equal,  while  in- 
finite wisdom  tempers  justice  with  mercy. 

But  the  proposition  of  compensation  is  founded 
on  the  intolerable  assumption  of  property  in  man, 
an  idea  which  often  intrudes  into  these  debates, 
sometimes  from  its  open  vindicators  and  some- 
times from  others  who  reluctantly  recognize  it,  but 
allow  it  to  influence  their  conduct  which  is  thus 
"  sicklied  o'er"  with  slavery.  Sir,  parliamentary 
law  must  be  observed;  but  if  an  outburst  of  in- 
dignant hisses  were  ever  justifiable  in  a  parlia- 
mentary assembly  it  ought  to  break  forth  atevery 
mention  of  this  proposition,  whatever  form  it  may 
take — -whethcrof  daring  assumption, or  the  mild- 
est suggestion.  Or  equivocation  even.  Impious 
toward  God  and  insulting  toward  man,  it  is  dis- 
owned alike  by  the  conscience  and  the  reason; 
nor  is  there  any  softness  of  phrase  or  argument  by 
which  its  essential  wickedness  can  be  disguised. 
The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart  that  there  is  no 
God;  but  it  is  kindred  folly  to  say  that  there  is 
no  man.  The  first  is  atheism,  and  the  second  is 
like  unto  the  first. 

Foremost  of  all  persons  in  history  who  have 
vindicated  human  liberty,  and  associated  their 
names  with  it  forevermore,  stands  John  Milton, 
the  secretary  of  Oliver  Cromwell  and  the  author 
of  Paradise  Lost.  Cradled  under  a  lawless  roy- 
alty, he  helped  to  found  and  support  the  English 
Commonwealth,  while  in  all  that  lie  wrote  he 


pleaded  for  human  rights,  now  in  defense  of  the 
English  people,,  who  had  beheaded  their  king,  and 
now  in  immortal  poem.y  which  show  how  wisely 
and  well  he  loved  the  cause  which  he  had  made 
his  own.  Nowhere  has  this  assumption  of  prop- 
erty in  man  been  encountered  more  completely 
than  in  the  conversation  between  the  archangel 
and  Adam,  after  the  former  had  pictured  a  hunter 
whose  game  was  "men,  not  beasts:" 

"  O  execrable  son!  so  to  aspire 
Above  his  bretlircii,  to  liiniself' assummj 
Amliority  usurped,  fioui  God  not  givon  ! 
He  gave  us  only  over  beast,  fisii,  Ibwl, 
Doiiiinioii  absolute  ;  tliat  right  we  hold 
By  His  donation;  but  man  over  men 
He  made  not  lord,  such  title  to  Himself 
Kcserving,  human  left  from  human  free." 

Paradise  Lost,  Book  Twcli:e—5i-13. 

But  every  asserler  of  property  in  man  puts  him- 
self in  the  very  place  of  this  hunter  of"  men,  not 
beasts,"  who  is  described  as  "execrable  son  so 
to  aspire."  The  language  is  strong;  but  not  too 
strong.  "Execrable"  is  the  assumpi'ion;  "ex- 
ecrable" wherever  made;  "  execrable"  in  all  its 
forms;  "execrable"  in  all  its  consequences;  es- 
pecially "  execrable"  as  an  apology  for  hesita- 
tion against  slavery.  Tlie  assumption,  where 
ever  it  shows  itself,  must,  like  Satan  himself,  in 
whom  it  has  its  origin,  be  beaten  down  under  our 
feet. 

Again,  we  are  brought  by  learned  Senators  to 
the  Constitution,  which  requires  that  there  shall 
be  "just  compensation"  where  "  private  prop- 
erty" is  taken  for  public  use.  But  plainly  on  the 
present  occasion  the  requirement  of  the  Consti- 
tution is  absolutely  inapplicable,  fur  there  is  no 
"private  property"  to  take.  Slavery  is  but  a 
bundle  of  barbarous  pretensions,  from  which  cer- 
tain persons  are  to  be  released.  At  what  [nice 
shall  these  pretensions  be  estimated  ?  How  much 
shall  be  paid  for  the  controlling  pretension  of 
property  in  man?  How  much  shall  be  allowed 
for  that  other  pretension  to  shut  the  gates  of 
knowledge, and  keep  the  victim  from  the  book  of 
life.'  How  much  shall  be  expendfd  to  redeem 
the  pretension  to  rob  a  human  being  of  all  the 
fruits  of  his  toil?  And,  sir,  what  "just  comprn- 
sation"  shall  be  voted  for  therenunciation  of  that 
Heaven-defying  pretension,  too  disgusting  to  pic- 
ture in  its  details,  which  despoils  the  slave  of 
wife  and  child,  and  hands  ihem  over  to  lust  or 
avarice?  Let  these  pretensions  be  renounced,  and 
slavery  ceases  to  exist;  but  there  can  be  no  "just 
compensation"  for  any  such  renunciation.  Tiie 
human  heart,  reason,  religion,  the  Constitution 
itself,  rise  in  judgment  against  it.  As  well  vote 
"just  compensation"  to  the  hardened  offender 
who  renounces  his  disobedience  to  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments and  promises  that  he  will  cease  to 
steal,  that  he  will  cease  to  commit  adultery,  and 
that  lie  will  cease  to  covet  his  neighbor's  wife. 
Ay,  sir,  there  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  to 
sanction  any  such  outrage.  Such  an  appropria- 
tion would  be  unconstitutional. 

Putting  aside,  then,  all  objections  that  have  been 
Interposed,  whether  proceeding  from  open  oppo- 
sition or  from  lukewarm  supfiort,  the  great  ques- 
tion recurs,  that  question  which  dominates  this 
wholedebate,  How  shall  slavery  be  ovei  thrown  ? 
The  answer  is  threefold:  first,  by  the  courts,  de- 
claring aiid  applying  the  true  principles  of  the 
Constltiition;  secondly,  by  Congress,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  powers  which  belong  to  it;  and, 
thirdly,  by  the  people,  through  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution.  Courts,  Congress,  people,  all 
may  be  invoked,  and  the  occasion  will  jusiify 
the  appeal. 

1.  Let  the  appeal  be  made  to  the  courts.  But 
alas!  one  of  the  saddest  chapters  in  our  history 
has  been  the  conduct  of  judges,  who  have  leiJt 
themselves  lo  the  support  of  slavery.  Injunctions 
of  the  Constitution,  guarantees  of  personal  lib- 
erty, and  prohibitions  against  its  invasion,  have 
all  been  forgotten.  Courts  which  should  have 
been  asylums  of  liberty  have  been  changed  into 
barracoons,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  by  a  final  decision  of  surpassing  infamy, 
became  the  greatesttaj-cacooiiof  all.  It  has  been 
part  of  the  calamity  of  the  times,  that,  under  the 
influence  of  slavery,  justice,  like  Astraea  of  old, 
had  fled.  But  now  at  last,  in  a  regenerated  Re- 
public, with  the  power  of  slavery  waning,  and  the 
people  rising  in  judgment  against  it,  let  us  hope 
that  the  judgments  of  courts  may  be  reconsidered, 
and  that  the  powers  cf  the  Constitution  in  behalf 
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of  liberty  mtiy  be  fully  exercised,  so  that  the 
blessed  condition  slmll  be  fulfilled- when 
"Anoiont  fiaiuls  shall  fail, 
Returning  justice  lilt  aloft  her  scale." 

Sir,  no  court  can  afford  to  do  an  act  of  wrong. 
Its  business  is  justice;  and  when  under  any  apol- 
ogy it  ceases  to  do  jusiicc.it  loses  those  titles  to 
reverence  which  oiiierwise  are  .so  willinirly  l)e- 
stowed.  There  are  instances  of  great  magistrates 
who  have  openly  declared  their  disobedience  to 
laws  "  against  coinnion  right  and  reason,"  and 
their  names  are  mentioned  with  gratitude  in  the 
history  of  jurisprudence.  There  are  other  in- 
stances of  men  holding  the  balance  and  the  sword, 
whose  names  have  been  gathered  into  a  volume, 
as."  atrocious  judges."  If  our  judges,  who  have 
cruelly  interpreted  the  Constitution  in  favor  of  sla- 
very, do  not  coiTie  into  the  latter  class,  they  clearly 
can  claim  no  place  among  those  others  who  have 
stood  for  justice,  like  the  rock  on  which  the  sea 
breaks  in  idle  spray.  Doubtless  the  model  decis- 
ion of  the  American  bench,  destined  to  be  quoted 
hereafter  with  the  most  honor,  because  the  bold- 
est in  its  conformity  with  the  great  principles  of 
humanity  and  social  order,  was  that  of  the  Ver- 
mont judge,  who  refused  to  surrender  a  fugitive 
slave  until  liis  pretended  master  slwuld  show  a  title- 
deed  from  the  Mmighly. 

But  the  courts  have  no  longer  any  occasion  for 
such  boldness.  They  need  not  step  outside  the 
Constitution.  It  is  only  needed  that  they  should 
follow  just  principles  in  its  interpretation.  Let 
them  be  guided  by  a  teacher  like  Edmund  Burke, 
who  spoke  as  follows: 

"  Men  cannol  covenant  themselves  out  of  their  rights  and 
their  duties ;  nor  by  any  other  means  can  arbitrary  power 
be  conveyed  to  any  tnan.  Those  who  give  to  others  such 
rights, perform  acts  that  are  void  as  they  are  given."  *  • 
*  *  "  Those  who  give  and  those  who  receive  arbitrary 
power  are  alilcc  criminal,  and  theue  is  no  man  but  is  bound 
to  resist  it  to  the  best  of  his  power,  wherever  it  shall  show- 
its  face  in  the  world.  It  is  a  crime  to  bear  it  where  it  can 
be  rationally  shaken  off." — Speech  on  Impeachment  of  War- 
ren Hastings. 

Or  let  them  be  guided  by  that  other  teacher, 
Lord  Chatham,  when  he  said: 

"  With  respect  to  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  justice  I 
am  far  from  denying  their  due  weight  and  authority ;  yet 
placingthcm  in  tiie  most  respectable  view,  I  will  consider 
them,  not  as  law,  but  as  an  evidence  of  the  law  ;  and  be- 
fore they  can  arrive  even  at  that  degree  of  authority,  it 
must  appear  that  they  are  founded  in,  and  confirmed  by, 
reason;  that  they  are  supported  by  precedents,  taken  from 
good  and  moderate  times ;  that  they  do  not  contradict  any 
positive  law;  that  they  are  submitted  to  vvithout  reluctance 
by  the  people;  that  they  are  unquestioned  by  the  legisla- 
turi!,  (which  is  equivalent  to  a  tacit  confirmation;)  and 
what  in  iny  judgment  is  hyfar  the  most  important,  that  they 
do  not  violate  the  spirit  of  the  constitution." — Speech  of 
Lord  Chatham  i7i  1770,  with  regard  to  the  proceeding  on  tlie 
Middlesex  election. 

If  courts  were  thus  inspired,  it  is  easy  to  see 
that  slavery  would  disappear  under  their  righteous 
judgments. 

2.  But  unhappily  the  courts  will  not  perform 
the  duly  of  the  hour, and  we  must  look  elsewhere. 
An  appeal  must  be  made  to  Congress;  and  here, 
as  has  been  fully  develo[)ed,  the  powers  are  ample, 
unless  in  their  interpretation  you  surrender  in  ad- 
vance to  slavery.  By  a  single  brief  statute.  Con- 
gress may  sweep  slavery  out  of  existence.  Pat- 
rick Henry  saw  that  in  the  maintenance  of"  the 
general  welfare"  and  under  the  influence  of  a 
growing  detestation  of'slavcry  this  could  be  dotie, 
even  without  resort  to  those  capacious  war  pow- 
ers which  proclaim  trumpet-tongued  that  it  can 
be  done. 

Of  course  we  encounter  here  again  the  "exe- 
crable" pretension  of  property  in  man,  and  the 
claim  of  "just  compensatioii"forthe  renunciation 
of  Heaven-defying  wrong.s.  But  this  pretension 
is  no  more  applicable  to  abolition  by  act  of  Con- 
gress than  to  abolition  by  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution;  so  liiat  if  the  pretension  of  "just 
compensation"  can  be  discarded  in  one  case  it  can 
be  in  the  other.  But  the  votes  that  have  already 
been  taken  in  the  Senate  on  the  latter  proposition 
testify  that  it  is  discarded.  Sir,  h.'t  the  "exe- 
crable" pretension  ticveragain  be  named,  except 
for  condemnation,  no  matter  how  or  when  it  ap- 
pears or  what  the  form  it  may  take. 

But  even  if  Congress  be  not  prepared  for  that 
single  decisive  measure  which  shall  promptly  put 
an  riid  to  thiw  whole  question  and  Btrikc  slavery 
to  di.'ath,  there  are  other  measures  by  which  this 
rnd  may  be  hastened.  The  towering  U|ias  ni:\y 
be  girdled,  even  if  it  may  not  be  felled  at  once  to  the 
earth. 


The  fugitive  slave  bill,  conceived  in  iniquity 
and  imposed  upon  the  North  as  a  badge  of  sub- 
jugation, may  be  repealed. 

The  coastwise  slave  trade  may  be  deprived  of 
all  support  in  the  statute-book. 

The  traffic  in  human  beings,  as  an  article  of 
"commerce  among  States,"  may  be  extirpated. 

And,  above  all,  that  odious  rule  of  evidence,  so 
injurious  to  justice  and  discreditable  to  the  coun- 
try, excluding  the  testimony  of  colored  persons 
in  national  courts,  may  be  abolished. 

Let  these  things  be  done.  In  themselves  they 
will  be  much.  But  they  will  bo  more  as  the  as- 
surance of  the  overthrow  sure  to  follow. 

3.  But  ail  these  will  not  be  enough.  The  peo- 
ple must  be  summoned  to  confirm  the  whole  work. 
It  is  for  them  to  put  the  cap-stone  upon  the  sub- 
lime structure.  An  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion may  do  what  courts  and  Congress  decline  to 
do,  or,  even  should  they  act,  it  may  cover  their 
action  with  its  panoply.  Such  an  amendment  in 
any  event  will  give  completeness  and  permanence 
to  emancipation,  and  bring  the  Constitution  into 
avowed  harmony  with  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. Happy  day,  long  wished  for,  destined 
to  gladden  those  beatified  spirits  who  have  labored 
on  earth  to  this  end,  but  died  without  the  sight. 

And  yet  let  us' not  indiscreetly  take  counsel 
of  our  hopes.  From  the  nature  of  the  case  such 
an  amendment  cannot  be  consummated  at  once. 
Time  must  intervene,  with  opportunities  of  op- 
position. It  can  pass  Congress  only  by  a  vote  of 
two  thirds  of  both  branches.  And  when  it  has 
xiassed  both  branches  of  Congress  it  must  be 
adopted  by  the  Legislatures  of  three  quarters  of 
the  States.  Even  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances it  is  impossible  to  say  when  it  can 
become  a  part  of  the  Constitution.  Too  tardily, 
I  fear,  for  all  the  good  that  is  sought.  Therefore 
I  am  not  content  with  this  measure  alone.  It 
postpones  till  to-morrow  what  ought  to  be  done 
to-day;  and  I  much  fear  that  it  may  be  made  an 
apology  for  indiflference  to  other  measures. 

"To-morrow,  and  to-morrow,  and  to-morrow, 
Creeps  in  this  petty  pace  from  day  to  daj', 
To  the  last  syllable  of  recorded  time; 
And  all  our  yesterdays  have  lighted  fools 
The  way  to  dusty  death." 

For  myself  let  me  confess  that,  in  presence  of 
the  mighty  events  of  the  day,  I  feel  how  insig- 
nificant is  any  individual,  whether  citizen  or  Sen- 
ator; and  yet,  humbly  longing  to  do  my  part,  I 
cannot  consent  to  put  off  till  to-morrow  what 
ought  to  be  done  to-day.  Beyond  my  general 
desire  to  see  an  act  of  univer.sal  emancipation  that 
shallat  once  and  forever  settle  this  greatquestion, 
so  that  it  may  no  longer  be  the  occasion  of  strife 
between  us,  there  are  two  other  ideas  which  are 
ever  present  to  my  mind  as  a  practical  legislator: 
first,  to  strike  at  slavery  wherever  I  can  hit  it; 
and  secondly,  to  clean  the  statute-book  of  all  ex- 
isting supports  of  slavery,  so  that  it  may  find 
nothing  tiicre  to  which  it  may  cling  for  life.  To 
do  less  than  this  at  the  present  moment,  when 
slavery  is  still  menacing,  would  be  an  abandon- 
mentof duty. 

So  long  as  a  single  slave  continues  anywhere 
beneath  the  flag  of  the  Republic  I  am  unwilling 
to  rest.  Too  well  I  know  the  vitality  of  slavery 
with  its  infinite  capacity  of  propagation,  and  how 
little  slavery  it  takes  to  make  a  slave  State  with 
all  the  cruel  pretensions  of  slavery.  The  down 
of  a  single  thistle  is  full  of  all  possible  thistles, 
and  a  single  fish  is  said  to  contain  two  hundred 
million  of  ova,  so  that  the  whole  sea  might  be 
stocked  from  its  womb. 

The  founder  of  political  science  in  modern 
times,  writer  as  well  as  statesman,  Machiavelli, 
in  his  most  instructive  work,  the  Discourses  on 
Livy,  has  a  chapter  entitled,  "  To  have  long  life 
in  a  republic,  it  is  necessary  to  draw  it  back  often 
to  its  origin;"  and  in  the  cha|)l(:r  he  shows  how 
the  original  virtue  in  which  a  republic  was 
founded  becomes  so  far  corrupted,  that,  in  the 
process  of  time,  the  body-politic  must  be  de- 
stroyed; as  in  thecase  of  the  natural  body,  where, 
according  to  the  doctors  of  medicine,  there  is 
something  added  daily  which  perpetually  requires 
cure,  quod  quotidie  aggrcgalur  aUqTiid,  quod  qtian- 
doqiic  indigct  curatione.  "He  teaches  under  this 
head  that  republirs  are  brought  back  to  their  ori- 
gin, and  the  principles  in  whicli  they  were  founded, 
by  pressure  without  or  prudence  within,  and  he 
affirms  that  the  destruction  of  Home  by  the  Gauls 


was  necessary  that  the  republic  might  have  a  new 
birth,  and  thus  acquire  new  life  and  new  virtue, 
all  of  which  ensued  when  the  barbarians  had 
been  driven  back.  The  illustration,  perhaps,  is 
fanciful,  but  there  is  wisdom  in  the  counsel,  and 
now  the  time  has  come  for  its  application.  The 
Gauls  are  upon  us,  not,  however,  from  a  distance, 
but  domestic  Gauls,  and  we,  too,  may  profit  by 
the  occasion  to  secure  for  the  Republic  a  new 
birth,  that  it  may  acquire  a  new  life  and  newvir- 
tue.  Happily,  in  our  case  the  way  is  easy,  for 
it  is  only  necessary  to  carry  the  Republic  back 
to  its  baptismal  vowS,and  the  declared  sentiments 
of  its  origin.  There  is  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence: let  its  solemn  promises  be  redeemed. 
There  is  the  Constitution:  let  it  speak, according 
to  the  promises  of  the  Declaration. 

But  the  immediate  question  now  before  us  is  on 
the  pi-oposition  to  prohibit  slavery  by  constitu- 
tional amendment;  and  here  I  hope  to  beindulged 
for  a  moment  with  regard  to  the  form  which  it 
should  take.  A  new  text  of  the  Constitution  can- 
not be  considered  too  carefully  even  in  this  re- 
spect, especially  when  it  embodies  a  new  article  of 
freedom.  Here  for  a  moment  we  are  performing 
something  of  that  duty  which  belongs  to  the  con- 
ditores  imperii,  placed  foremost  by  Lord  Bacon 
among  the  actors  in  human  affairs.  From  the 
magnitude  of  the  task  we  may  naturally  borrow 
circumspection,  and  1  approach  this  part  of  the 
question  with  suggestion  rather  ihan  argument. 

Let  me  say  frankly  that  I  should  prefer  a  form 
of  expression  different  from  that  which  has  the 
sanction  of  the  committee.  They  have  selected 
what  was  intended  for  the  old  Jeffersonian  ordi- 
nance, sacred  in  our  history,  although,  let  me 
add,  they  have  not  imitated  it  closely.  But  I 
must  be  pardoned  if  I  venture  to  doubt  the  expe- 
diency of  perpetuating  in  the  Constitution  lan- 
guage which,  if  it  have  any  signification,  seems 
toimply  that  "slavery  or  involuntary  servitude" 
maybe  provided  "for  the  punishmeiitof  crime." 
There  was  a  reason  for  that  language  when  it  was 
first  employed,  but  that  reason  no  longer  exists. 
If  my  desires  could  prevail,  I  would  put  aside  the 
ordinance  on  this  occasion,  and  find  another  form. 

I  know  nothing  better  than  these  words: 

All  persons  are  equal  before  lhelaw,-so  that  no  person  can 
hold  another  as  a  slave ;  and  the  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  this  declara- 
tion into  effect  everywhere  within  the  United  States  and 
the  jurisdiction  thereof. 

The  words  in  the  latter  part  supersede  all  ques- 
tions as  to  the  applicability  of  the  declaration  to 
States.  But  the  distinctive  words  in  this  clause 
assert  the  equality  of  all  persons  before  the  law. 
The  language  may  be  new  in  our  country,  but  it 
is  already  well  known  in  history.  And  here  let 
me  show  how  it  has  grown  to  its  present  place  of 
authority.  We  must  repair  for  a  moment  to 
France. 

The  first  constitution  adopted  by  France,  Sep- 
tember, 1791,  in  the  throes  of  revolution,  was 
preceded  by  a  Declaration  of  Rights,  whicli,  after 
setting  forth  that  "  ignorance,  forgetfulness,  or 
contempt  of  the  rights  of  man  are  the  sole  causes 
of  public  evils  and  of  the  corruption  of  Govern- 
ments," undertakes  to  announce  "the  natural 
rights  of  man,  inalienable  and  sacred,  to  the  end 
that  this  Declaration,  constantly  present  to  all  the 
members  of  the  social  system,  may  without  cessa- 
tion recall  their  rights  and  duties;  to  the  end  that 
the  acts  of  the  legislative  power  and  those  of  the 
executive  power  capable  at  each  instant  of  being 
compared  with  the  object  of  every  political  insti- 
tution, may  be  more  respected;  to  the  end  that 
the  clitinis  of  citizens,  founded  on  simple  and  in- 
contestable principles,  may  turn  always  to  the 
maintenance  ofthe  constitution,  and  the  liapjiiness 
of  all."  After  this  too  elaborate  preamble  the 
Declaration  begins  with  the  following  article: 

"Art.  1.  Men  arc  born  and  continue  free  and  ci/ual  in 
rights." 

Here  is  a  generality  of  expression  not  unlike 
that  of  our  own  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Next  came  the  constitution  of  June,  1793, 
which,  after  a  preamble,  sets  forth  a  series  of  ar- 
ticles, beginning  with  three,  as  follows: 

"Art.  1.  'i'he  object  of  society  is  the  common  happi- 
ness. Government  is  instituted  to  guaranty  to  man  thq  en- 
joyment of  his  natural  and  imprescriplible  rights. 

"S.  These  rights  are  equality,  libi'rty,  security,  property. 

"3.  ^Ill  men  arc  equal  by  nature  and  before  the  loi'j." 

Here  this  declaration  begins  to  show  itself. 
This  same  constitution  concludes  with  what 
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is  called  a  guarantee  of  riglits,  in  the  following 
article: 

"Art.  122.  The  Constitution  guaranties  to  all  French- 
men  equality,  liberty,  security,  property,  the  piihlic  debt, 
the  free  exercise  of  worsliip,  coniinnii  instruction,  public 
assistance,  the  indi»linite  lil>erty  of  the  press,  the  right  of 
petition,  the  right  to  assemble  in  public  meetings,  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  rights  of  men." 

Then  caine  the  constitutional  charter  of  June, 
1814,  following  the  restoration  of  tli&  Bourbons, 
which  begins  with  the  following  article: 

"  Art.  1.  Frenchmen  are  equal  heforethe  law,  whatever 
may  be  otherwise  their  title  and  ranks." 

This  is  followed  by  another,  as  follows: 

"Art.  4.  Their  individiial  liberty  is  equally  guarantied, 
so  that  nobody  can  be  prosecuted  or  arrested,  except  in 
cases  provided  for  by  thelavv,  and  in  the  form  which  it  pre- 
scribes." 

The  constitutional  cliarter  of  August,  1830,  at 
the  installation  of  Louis  Philippe  as  king,  with 
La  Fayette  by  his  side,  contains  the  articles  al- 
ready quoted  from  that  of  Louis  XVIII,  in  the 
same  words,  placing  the  declaration  of  equalilij 
before  the  Imo  in  the  front. 

And  this  article  has  been  adopted  in  the  char- 
ters of  Belgium,  Italy,  Greece;  so  that  it  is  now  a 
wcll-lcnowi)  expression  of  a  commanding  princi- 
ple of. human  rights. 

It  will  be  felt  at  once  that  this  expression, 
"  equality  before  the  laio,"  gives  precision  to  that 
idea  of  human  rights  which  is  enunciated  in  our 
Declaration  of  Independence.  The  sophistries  of 
Calhoun,  founded  on  the  obvious  inequalities  of 
body  and  mind,  are  all  overthrown  by  this  sim- 
ple statement,  which,  though  borrowed  latterly 
from  France,  is  older  than  French  history.  The 
curious  student  will  find  in  the  ancient  Greek  of 
Herodotus  a  single  word  which  supplies  the  place 
of  this  phrase,  when  he  tells  us  that  "  the  govern- 
ment of  the  many  has  the  most  beautiful  name  of 
itropojAia,"  or  eqitaUiij  before  the  law.  (Book  3,  p. 
80.)  The  father  of  history  was  right.  The  name 
is  most  beautiful;  but  it  is  not  a  little  singular 
that,  in  an  age  when  equality  before  the  law  was 
practically  unknown,  the  Greek  language,  so  re- 
markable for  its  flexibility  and  comprehensive- 
ness, supplied  a  single  vt'ord,  not  to  be  found  in 
modern  tongues,  to  express  an  idea  which  has 
been  authoritatively  recognized  only  in  modern 
times.  Such  a  word  in  our  own  language  to  ex- 
press that  equality  of  rights  which  is  claimed  for 
all  mankind  might  have  superseded  some  of  the 
criticism  to  which  this  Declaration  has  been  ex- 
posed. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  explain  the  origin  of 
the  words  which  are  now  proposed.  It  will  be 
for  the  Senate  to  determine  if  it  will  adopt  them. 

Should  the  Senate  not  incline  to  this  form,  there 
is  still  another  which  I  would  suggest,  as  follows: 

Slavery  shall  not  existanywhcre  within  the  United  States 
Br  the  jurisdiction  thereof;  and  the  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  this 
prohibition  into  efi'ect. 

This  is  simple,  and  avoids  all  language  which 
IS  open  to  question.  The  word  "  slavery"  is  ex- 
plicit, and  describes  precisely  what  it  is  proposed 
to  blast. 

But  if  the  Senate  is  determined  to  adhere  to  the 
Jeflersonian  ordinance,  then  I  prefer  that  itshould 
be  the  ordinance  actually,  and  not  as  reported  by 
the  committee.  And  I  would  complete  the  work 
by  expelling  from  the  Constitution  all  those  words 
which  have  been  the  apology  for  slavery,  by  an 
amendment  as  follows: 

There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude 
anywhere  in  the  United  States,  or  within  the  jurisdiction 
thereof,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crinies,wliereof 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted;  and  the  Congress 
may  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
to  enforce  this  prohibition. 

But  while  desirous  of  seeing  the  great  rule  of 
freedom  which  we  are  about  to  ordain  embodied 
in  a  text  which  shall  bo  like  the  precious  casket 
to  the  more  precious  treasure,  yet  I  confess  that 
I  feel  humbled  by  my  own  endeavors.  And  what- 
ever may  be  the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  I  atn  con- 
soled by  the  thought  that  the  most  homely  text  con- 
taining such  a  rule  will  be  more  beautiful  fur  than 
any  words  of  poetry  or  eloquence,  and  that  it  will 
endure  to  be  read  with  gratitude  when  the  rising 
dome  of  this  Capitol,  with  the  statue  of  Liberty 
which  surmounts  it,  has  crumbled  to  dust 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  which  Wjjsmade 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Wliolc. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 


ment by  striking  out  the  words  of  the  proposed 
article,  and  inserting  the  following: 

All  persons  are  equal  before  the  law,  so  that  no  person 
can  hold  anotlier  as  a  slave;  and  the  Congress  may  make 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  this  article  into 
effect  everywhere  within  the  United  States  and  the  juris- 
diction thereof. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Mr.  President,  it  was  not 
my  purpose  a  day  or  two  ago  to  make  any  re- 
marks upon  the  main  question;  but  I  beg  leave 
now  to  trespass  on  the  Senate  for  a  short  time 
while  I  re|)ly  very  briefly  to  some  of  the  remarks 
that  have  fallen  from  tliree'  honorable  Senators 
from  New  England,  two  from  New  Hampshire, 
and  one  from  Massachusetts,  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat. 

I  do  not  believe  it  was  ever  designed  by  the 
founders  of  ourGovernmenl  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
destroy  property.  1  do  not  believe  it  is  the  prov- 
ince of  the  Federal  Government  to  say  what  is 
or  whatis  not  property.  Its  province  is  to  guard, 
protect,  and  secure,  rather  than  to  destroy.  If 
you  admit  the  principle  contended  for  by  the  gen- 
tlemen who  urge  this  amendment,  logic  would 
lead  them  to  the  conclusion  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment could,  by  an  amendment  to  its  Constitu- 
tion, regulate  every  domestic  matter  in  the  States. 
If  it,  by  constitutional  amendment,  can  regulate 
the  relation  of  master  and  servant,it  certainly  can, 
on  the  same  principle,  make  regulations  concern- 
ing the  relation  of  parent  and  child,  husband  and 
wife,  and  guardian  and  ward.  If  it  has  the  right 
to  strike  down  property  in  slaves,  it  certainly 
would  have  a  right  to  strike  down  property  in 
hor.-es,  to  make  a  partition  of  the  land,  and  to 
say  that  none  shall  hold  land  in  any  State  in  the 
Union  in  fee  simple.  It  is  not  my  purpose,  how- 
ever, to  discuss  the  question  in  that  light,  for  it 
has  been  elaborately  discussed  before. 

I  do  not  think,  Mr.  President,  that  those  who 
arc  now  urgitig  this  constitutional  amendment 
have^acted  in  good  faith  toward  the  adhering  slave 
States.  If  you  will  trace  their  history  from  the 
very  beginning  in  connection  with  this  whole  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  States,  I  think  you  will  find 
that  they  have  not  acted  with  that  directness  and 
candor  that  should  characterize  bold,  honest,  and 
fearless  inen.  Why,  sir,  do  you  suppose  that 
such  propositions  would  have  been  proposed  here- 
tofore.' Not  at  all.  We  were  told  by  tiie  Govern- 
ment in  every  form  in  which  it  could  speak,  at  the 
beginning  of  this  revolution,  that  whatever  might 
be  the  result,  t-lie  institutions  of  the  States  would 
remain  as  they  were.  The  President,  in  his  in- 
augural address,  announced  that  he  had  no  con- 
stitutional power  to  interfere  with  the  institution 
of  slavery  in  the  States.  The  Secretary  of  State 
announced  it  in  a  communication  which  he  sent 
abroad.  Congress,  by  a  resolution,  announced 
virtually  the  same  thing  when  they  declared  that 
the  object  of  the  war  was  to  restore  the  Union  as 
it  was  and  to  maintain  the  Constitution  as  it  is. 

All  these  measures  and  promises  have  been 
utterly  repudiated  by  the  party  in  power.  It 
seems  as  if  their  sole  object  was  to  deceive  in 
order  to  obtain  power,  and  the  moment  they  ob- 
tain power  they  exercise  it.  We  are  surrounded 
by  circumstances  that  cause  these  valiant  knights 
to  think  they  can  do  this  with  impunity, "and  at 
once  they  go  to  work.  Heretofore  they  have  said 
that  not  only  they  had  not  the  power,  but  what- 
ever might  be  the  result  of  the  present  contest, 
the  status  of  this  institution  would  remain  as  it 
was.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  said  they 
had  no  power  to  pass  a  constitutional  amendment; 
but  this  portion  of  my  remarks  is  directed  to 
other  policies  that  have  been  advocated  and  other 
laws  that  have  been  passed  or  are  nov/  proposed 
in  this  Chamber.  I  think  it  must  be  admitted  by 
all  candid  rtien  that  the  border  Skates  have  been 
dealt  with  in  bad  faith.  The  Government  has 
not  ke|)t  faith  with  them.  All  candid,  all  truth- 
ful, all  honest  men  must  know  it  and  must  ad- 
mit it. 

But,  sir,  they  tell  us  that  slavery  is  the  cause 
of  all  our  difHculties;  and  the  honorable  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Clark]  read  an  awful 
indictment  against  slavery.  He  said  it  was  the 
cause  of  all  our  woes;  that  there  was  no  ill  in  the 
land  but  must  be  attributed  to  slavery ;  and  hence, 
he  said,  it  mustdie.  With  great  defei'encc  to  the 
learned  Senator,  I  do  fiot  think  slavery  has  been 
the  cause  of  allour  difllculties.     In  my  judgment 


the  want  of  faith  that  has  been  exhibited  toward 
the  border  and  adhering  slave  States  and  the  bad 
faith  in  not  executing  and  carrying  out  the  laws 
of  the  country  is  the  source  of  our  ills.  If  those 
who  now  act  with  that  Senator  had  carried  out 
in  good  faith  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  made 
in  pursuance  thereof  on  this  subject,  we  never 
should  have  been  engaged  in  this  most  unfortu- 
nate and  cruel  and  disastrous  civil  war.  The  bad 
faith  of  the  abolitionists  has  done  more  to  bring 
this  war  about  than  all  the  efforts  of  the  fire-eaters 
of  the  South.  1  admit  that  those  men  in  the 
SotJth  acted  unwisely  and  foolishly;  but  I  do  not 
think  the  one  could  well  have  produced  such  re- 
sults without  the  other.  There  were  fanatics  at 
both  extremes,  and  those  miserable  factions  have 
brought  this  once  great  and  glorious  country  to 
its  present  unfortunate  condition.  Historians 
in  after  times  will  give  that  as  the  cause  of  our 
troubles.  It  was  the  eternal  intermeddling  with 
this  institution  that  aroused  the  spirits  of  the 
southern  men,  and  they  in  turn  committed  the 
greatest  indiscretions  and  follies.  Had  there  been 
no  abolitionists  North  there  never  would  have 
been  a  fire-eater  South. 

But  it  is  said  slavery  is  the  cause  of  the  war, 
and  because  it  is  the  cause  of  the  war  it  must  die. 
If  that  is  the  kind  of  logic  on  which  honorable 
Senators  act  they  would  destroy  almost  every- 
thing that  is  pure,  good,  and  holy  in  the  world. 
The  blessed  religion  of  our  Saviour  has  been  the 
pretext  of  more  wars  perhaps  than  any  other  sub- 
ject. Why  not  strike  down  the  Christian  religion 
"because  it  has  been  the  subject-matter  about  which 
throats  have  been  cut,  cities  sacked, and  empires 
overthrown .'  There  have  been  furious  wars  about 
territory  and  territorial  boundaries,  and  there  will 
continue  to  be  such  wars  as  long  as  the  cupidity 
of  man  prompts  him  to  make  conquests.  Why 
not  destroy'all  tenure  in  land?  Ferocious  wars 
have  been  waged  about  women.  In  Homeric 
verse  we  have  the  historic  record  of  a  ten  years' 
contest  for  frail  Helen.  Why  not  destroy  the 
loveliest  of  God's  handiwork.'  Why,  sir,  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  to  destroy  slavery  be- 
cause it  is  the  cause  of  the  war  (which  I  utterly 
deny)  if  carried  out  logically  would  destroy  every- 
thing that  is  grand,  beautiful,  lovely,  and  great  in 
the  world.  1  will  not  dwell  upon  that  proposi- 
tion. It  is  so  illogical,  so  irrational,  that  I  do  not 
think  it  can  influence  the  judgment  of  any  sane 
man. 

I  oppose  the  proposition  now  pending  before 
the  Senate,  in  the  first  place,  because  1  do  not 
think  we  should  enter  into  any  such  legislation 
at  this  time  for  the  reasons  that  I  have  briefly 
stated.  In  the  second  place,  I  oppose  it  because 
I  desire  the  Union  to  be  restored,  restored  as  it 
was  with  the  Constitution  as  it  is;  and  I  verily 
believe  that  if  you  pass  this  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  it  will  be  the  most  effective  disunion 
measure  that  could  be  passed  by  Congress.  As 
a  lover  of  the  Union  I  oppose  it.  Adopt  this 
amendment,  say  to  the  people  of  the  southern 
States  that  they  are  to  be  deprived  of  their  prop- 
erly and  the  earnings  of  their  labor,  that  their 
whole  domestic  policy  is  to  be  overthrown,  and 
four  million  of  miserable  blacks  turned  loose 
among  them,  if  you  please,  and  do  you  think 
they  will  yield  while  they  have  arms  to  strike? 
Never,  sir;  and  in  my  honest  judgment  (I  al- 
ways speak  plainly  what  I  think)  those  fanatical 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  who 
desire  the  passage  of  this  measure,  intend  to  do 
one  of  two  things — either  to  destroy  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  or  to  destroy  the  Union.  If  they 
can  make  the  preservation  of  this  Union  a  pre- 
text by  which  they  can  be  enabled  to  strike  down 
slavery,  they  will  do  so.  If  they  find  that  they 
cannot,  in  my  judgment  they  will  be  willing  to 
recognize  the  South.  Their  whole  policy  indi- 
cates that  to  my  mind.  Pass  this  amendment 
and  you  make  an  impassable  chasm,  as  if  you 
were  to  put  a  lake  of  burning  fire  between  the  ad- 
hering States  and  those  who  are  out.  You  will 
then  have  to  make  it  a  war  of  conquest  nnd  ex- 
termination before  you  can  ever  bring  them  back 
under  the  flag  of  the  Government.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  that  proposition. 

Why,  sir,  supjiose  you  were  to  propose  and 
pass  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  laying 
your  hand  upon  the  [n'operty  interest  in  New 
England,  I  will  not  say  equal  but  half  equal  to 
the  property  interests  oflhe  southern  States  which 
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you  now  |ir()|)osc  to  stiike  down;  dees  any  mnn 
believe  lliat  nil  New  England  would  not  be  in 
revolution  to-moirow?  Yea,  sir,  one  half  of  the 
violation  of  their  property  riglils  by  an  attempted 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  inflicted  upon  them  would  put  all  New  Eng- 
land in  revolt  to-morrow.  I  do  not  stand  here 
to  denounce  our  Yankee  brethren  of  tiie  North, 
but  everybody  knows  that  cupidity  and  love  of 
gain  is  their  strongest  characteristic.  That  is 
known  over  the  whole  world  and  acknowledged 
by  themselves. 

Knowing  that  this  will  be  the  best  disunion 
measure  that  was  ever  ad  op  ted,  and  desiring  as  I  do 
a  restoration  of  the  Union  as  it  was  with  the  Con- 
stitution as  it  is,  I  oppose  it,  and  shall  oppose  it 
here  and  everywhere,  with  all  the  power  that  1 
have.  Those  who  favor  it  do  not  wish  the  Union 
to  be  restored  as  it  was.  They  are  willing,  I  sup- 
pose, to  let  the  southern  States  come  in  as  con- 
quered provinces,  bereft  of  all  their  property  and 
all  their  rights,  social  and  political. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 

iMr.  Cl.vrk]  has  left  us  no  doubt  upon  that  point, 
n  the  very  eloquent  speech  tliat  he  made  the  other 
day  he  scouted  the  idea  of  the  Union  as  it  was  and 
the  Constitution  as  it  is.  He  .did  not  want  that 
Union,  and  he  had  the  manhood  to  tell  us  so  in 
his  place  in  the  Senate.  Would  the  Senator  have 
said  that  three  years  ago.'  I  very  much  doubt  it. 
1  do  want  the  Union  as  it  was  and  the  Constitu- 
tion as  it  is,  and  in  that  I  differ  from  the  honorable 
Senator.  He  wants  the  Union,  he  says,  without 
slavery.  I  want  the  Union  with  all  the  institu- 
tions that  our  fathers  ordained;  and  I  desire  to 
leave  to  each  State  the  control  of  its  own  domestic 
policy,  and  the  choice  and  management  of  its  do- 
mestic institutions;  and  that  was,  until  very  re- 
cently at  least,  the  doctrine  of  the  parly  to  which 
the  honorable  Senator  belongs.  That  was  in  their 
Chicago  platform;  but  platforms  with  everything 
else  arc  overturned  now.  That  platform  in  very 
many  particulars  was  very  offensive  to  me;  but 
such  as  it  was,  the  party  in  power  used  it  merely 
as  a  scaffold  by  which  to  mount  to  power,  and 
when  they  had  attained  the  summit  they  threw 
it  to  the  ground  and  trampled  upon  it.  It  is  in 
keeping  with  the  bad  faith  they  have  exhibited  to 
the  border  States  during  this  controversy. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hamti.shire  is  now  zeal- 
ous for  a  constiiutional  amendment.  The  time 
was  when  the  Senator  was  fired  with  no  such 
holy  zeal.  When  the  propositions  offered  by  my 
then  venerable  colleague,  Mr.  Crittenden,  were 
before  the  Seriate,  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire thought  no  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
necessary.  All  that  was  wanted,  in  his  opinion, 
was  the  execuiion  of  the  Constitution  we  had. 
That  Senator  wn"s  then  the  most  active  agent  in 
preventing  constitutional  amendments,  when  the 
whole  world  knew  that  if  those  constitutional 
amendments  were  carried  out,  it  would  have 
avoided  this  miserable  warand  saved  the  country 
as  a  whole.  But  it  did  not  suit  the  ideas  of  the 
Senator  to  favor  constitutional  amendments  then, 
and  iicnce  he  proposed  his  celebrated  resolution 
as  a  suljstitute  for  the  Crittenden  amendment. 
Then,  sir,  when  those  amendments  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  it  was  avowed  on  all  hands,  even 
by  Davis  and  Toombs  and  the  whole  of  the 
southern  leaders,  would  save  the  Union,  were  un- 
der consideration,  no  Republican  Senator  came 
forward  and  voted  for  them.  Then,  when  patri- 
otic men  ihioughout  the  whole  land  desired  to 
avert  the  im|w;nding  storm  that  has  resulted  so 
disastrously  to  the  country,  morally,  religiously, 
politically,  and  in  every  other  respect,  the  gen- 
tlemen who  are  now  such  hotzealots  for  constitu- 
tional amendments  were  opposed  to  them.  They 
withheld  amendments,  and  the  mad  people  of  the 
South  went  off;  but  now,  when  this  war  is  upon 
us  and  has  well-nigh  ruined  the  country,  consti- 
tutional amendments  ore  their  last  specific. 

Would  it  not  be  better  that  those  in  power 
should  execute  the  Constitution  as  it  is  before 
they  seek  to  amend  it.'  Every  vital  provision 
of  the  Constitution  as  it  is  is  violated,  and  you 
complain  not;  and  now  you  propos(;  to  amend  it 
solely  for  the  miserable  negro,  after  rejectingcvery 
u  mend  men  t  proposed  that  was  calculated  to  secure 
the  lilierlies  of  ihe  white  man. 

When  I  proposed  uti  amendment  to  confine  the 
ofiice  of  the  Pnsideni  to  one  term,  and  thus  to 
terminate  lite  infumousspuilssyslem,  it  was  voted 


down.  When  another  amendment  was  proposed 
to  prevent  the  kicking  out  of  office  at  the  incom- 
ing of  every  Administration  of  the  sub-uffieials 
in  the  Executive  Departments,  no  one  said.itwas 
not  a  good  amendment;  and  Senators  voted  it 
down.  Every  other  amendment  that  is  calculated 
to  give  perpetuity  and  virtue  to  the  Government 
you  discard.  You  seem  to  care  for  nothing  but  the 
ntgro.  Tliat  seems  to  be  your  sole  desire.  You 
seem  to  be  inspired  by  no  other  wish  than  to  ele- 
vate the  negro  to  equality,  and  give  him  liberty. 
I  have  offered  various  amendments  to  this  proposi- 
tion, but  they  have  all  been  rejected.  I  have  offered 
them  because  1  thought  that  while  we  were  at  this 
work  wc  might  do  .something  for  the  while  man, 
for  I  believe  this  Government  was  madeby  while 
men  and  for  white  men;  and  if  it  is  ever  preserved 
it  must  be  preserved  by  white  men.  I  have  never 
made  a  speech  in  this  body  on  the  subject  of  the 
negro;  I  have  alluded  to  him  incidentally  only; 
but  I  would  ask  Senators  who  are  so  zealous  for 
the  negro  to  point  me  to  aplace  on  the  earth  where 
he  has  been  so  civilized,  so  humanized,  so  chris- 
tianized, so  well  cared  for  as  he  is  in  a  state  of 
slavery  in  the  United  States  of  America.  He  has 
existed ,  1  suppose,  as  long  as  the  other  peoples  of 
the  earth;  but  if  you  were  to-day  to  strike  from 
existence  every  thingthat  the  woolly-headed  negro 
has  given  to  art,  to  science,  to  the  mechanic  arts, 
to  literature,  or  to  any  of  the  industrial  pursuits, 
the  world  would  not  miss  it.  He  is  an  inferior 
man  in  his  capacity,  and  no  fanaticism  cem  raise 
him  to  the  level  of  the  Caucasian  race.  The  white 
man  is  his  superior,  and  will  be  so  whether  you 
call  him  a  slave  or  an  equal.  It  has  ever  been  so, 
and  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  history  of  all  the 
past  should  be  reversed. 

But  the  negro  absorbs  your  every  thought.  For 
him  you  will  destroy  the  country;  for  him  you 
will  allow  the  liberties  of  the  white  man  to  be 
stricken  down,  and  every  sacred  guarantee  of  lib- 
erty in  the  Constitution  put  under  foot  without 
a  whimper  or  a  censure.  That  is  a  lamentable 
fact  which  has  exhibited  itself  during  this  war. 

Not  contented  with  proposing  legislation  to 
equalize  and  to  elevate  the  negro,  and  with  failing 
to  censure  even  iu  the  mildest  and  most  diluted 
form  those  who  overthrow  the  liberties  of  the 
white  man,  you  step  out  of  the  way  to  assault  in 
every  conceivable  manner  the  slaveholding  States. 
The  border  slave  States  are  kicked  and  cuff'ed 
here  with  as  little  ceremony  as  if  they  were  dis- 
loyal criminals  or  outcasts.  The  Senator  from 
New  Hamjishire  [Mr.  Clark]  undertook  the 
other  day  to  run  a  parallel  between  the  State  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  here  and  one 
of  the  New  England  States,  in  which  he  doubted 
the  patriotism  of  Kentuckians  and  elevated  that 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State  of  Vermont.  Sir,  I 
will  not  so  far  degrade  Kentucky  as  to  contrast 
her  in  military  achievements  with  any  of  the  New 
England  States.  Wehavehad  wars  before  this. 
We  had  a  war  with  a  mighty  Power  across  the 
water  in  1812,  when  Kentucky  was  a  young  and 
comparatively  a  feeble  State;  butdid  she  ever  re- 
fuse when  the  country  called  to  give  the  blood  of 
her  sons  to. carry  that  flag  in  the  midst  of  the  en- 
emy.' No,  sir.  In  that  war  of  1812she  furnished 
more  men  than  were  demanded;  no  draft  was  ever 
executed  in  lliat  proud  old  Commonwealth;  she 
never  went  abroad  willi  money-bags  to  hire  men 
to  fill  her  quota. 

After  the  battle  of  the  River  Raisin,  when  the 
heroicGovernor  of  Kentucky,  her  first  Governor, 
Governor  Shelby,  the  hero  of  King's  Mountain, 
called  for  volunteers,  more  flocked  to  his  standard 
than  he  could  take,  and  the  young  men  went  back 
home  weeping  because  they  could  not  be  allowed 
to  go  in  the  army  against  Proctor,  Tccumseh, 
and  their  cruel  liosts.  She  protected  all  the  North- 
west from  the  tomahawk  and  the  scalping-knife 
of  the  ferocious  savage,  and  the  equally  ferocious 
Crilon,  when  our  soil  was  invaded. 

Since  then  wc  have  had  a  war  with  Mexico. 
What  was  the  condition  of  Kentucky  then?  She 
sent  more  men  lo  the  Mexican  war  than  all  New 
England  put  together;  more  of  the  gallant  sons 
of  that  proud  old  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky 
wentto  that  war  than  of  all  New  England;  and  yet 
the  Senator  twits  Kentucky  about  her  patriotism 
and  her  devotion  to  the  country!  Allow  mu  to 
tell  the  Senator  that  in  the  war  with  Mf'xico  no 
draft  was  everexecuted  in  Kentucky, and  the  rolls 
in  the  adjutant  general's  ofllceiU  her  capital  now 


slunv  that  over  fifiy  regiments  volunteered  more 
than  were  wanted,  and  they  were  not  allowi d  to 
go;  and  but  for  that  news  getting  out  among  the 
people,  twice  fifty  regiments  would  have  been 
ready  to  strike  for  their  country  in  a  forciijn  war. 

The  Senator  has  glorified  the  i»atrioiisni  of  New 
England  during  the  present  contest.  I  admit  that 
New  England  has  been  rampant  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  for  this  war;  but  I  deny,  and  1  deny 
most  emphatically  and  most  truthfully,  that  she 
has  exhibited  that  spirit  at  home.  No  drjift 
has  been  executed  in  Kentucky;  she  has  hereto- 
fore furnished  her  quota;  she  has  filled  it  under 
every  call,  and  I  believe  that  will  be  made  m;ini- 
fest  in  a  few  days.  We  have  the  misfortune  to 
be  divided  in  this  strife;  we  have  perhaps  thirty 
thousand  of  our  young  men  in  the  rebel  army; 
but  notwithstanding  that  we  have  promptly  filled 
our  quota  so  far,  and  we  have  to-day  one  half  of 
the  fighting  population  of  our  State  under  the 
Union  flag;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  gratulation  to 
every  son  of  Kentucky,  though  he  may  regret 
that  her  people  have  gone  South,  that  no  regiment 
from  that  proud  old  State  on  any  field,  wlitther 
in  the  rebel  or  the  Union  service,  has  ever  shown 
the  "  white  feather."  They  fight  like  true  sons 
of  a  proud  mother,  and  that  they  will  ever  do,  for 
Kentucky  is  not  the  land  that  breeds  recreants 
and  cowards.  How. is  it  with  New  England  in 
this  war.'  They  sometimes  call  it  a  New  Eng- 
land war.  It  is  the  first  war  since  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  that  has  had  the  cordial  cooperation 
of  New  England.  We  have  had  wars  with  Great 
Britain;  we  have  had  a  war  with  Mexico;  bui 
New  England  then  came  up  coldly  to  the  work; 
she  had  no  stomach  for  those  fights.  How  is  it 
now.'  In  the  Senate  Hall  and  the  pulpit,  wherever 
there  is  a  New  England  fanatic,  he  is  talkingabout 
war,  blood,  carnage;  but  do  their  sons  respond 
and  fill  up  the  ranks.'  I  admit  that  in  one  or 
two  of  the  New  England  States  it  is  so.  I  believe 
it  is  so  in  the  Stale  of  Vermont;  but  how  is  it 
to-day  with  Massachusetts? — and  Massachusetts 
sometimes  has  the  audacious  mipudence  to  call  it  a 
Massachusetts  war — do  they  give  their  sons  to  the 
battle-field.'  Has  Connecticut  done  it.'  Their 
representatives  try  to  pass  laws  through  here 
almost  every  day  to  allow  them  to  go  with  their 
money-bags  down  South  and  the  world  over  to 
buy  substitutes  to  fight  in  a  war  that  they  pro- 
claim is  a  New  England  war. 

But  the  other  day  there  was  an  oflicer  from 
Connecticut  offc-ring  high  bounties  to  negroes  in 
the  gallant  Slate  of  Indiana,  within  ten  miles  of 
my  home,  a  Slate  so  ably  represented  by  my 
friends,  [Mr.  Hendricks  and  iVIr.  Lane,]  and  I 
understand  that  Governor  Morton  ordered  the 
Yankee  to  pack  up  and  clear  out.  Yes,  sir,  they 
are  going  about  with  their  money  lo  buy  the  bones 
of  the  western  people  to  fill  up  their  ranks  in  the 
Army;  they  are  so  unpatriotic  as  not  to  go  in 
themselves.  I  was  very  glad  that  my  neighbor's 
State  through  its  officials  ordered  that  man  away. 

How  is  it  with  Indiana,  with  Illinois,  and  the 
other  western  States.'  Those  gallant  States  of 
the  West  in  the  main  have  filled  their  quota. 
They  do  not  go  abroad  wilh  money  to  hire  a  ne- 
gro there  or  a  foreigner  yonder.  They  do  not 
send  abroad  to  import  men  to  be  put  into  their 
ranks.  No,  sir;  western  courage  is  far  above 
that.  But  through  the  instrumentality  o"f  the  most 
iniquitous  tariff  laws  that  were  ever  on  ilie  statute- 
book  of  any  free  and  honest  people,  you  fill  your 
coffers  wilh  the  wealth  drawn  from  the  hard  prod- 
ucts of  iionest  industry  in  the  great  valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  with  that  you  go  into  their  midst 
and  try  to  buy  the  muscle  and  bones  of  their  peo- 
ple to  fill  your  quotas  in  the  Army  that  you  have 
not  got  the  patriotism  and  the  courage  lo  fill  your- 
selves. That  is  the  truth.  No  man  can  deny  it. 
You  are  attempting  almoslevery  day  to  slip  some 
law  of  that  kind  through.  T)ie  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee  has  tried  it  twice,  and  1  was 
delighted  when  the  Senator  from  Illinois  eX|iosed 
and  defeated  it  a  few  days  since  If  you  are  really 
for  the  war  as  you  say  you  are,  give  your  people 
to  the  strife;  do  not  send  out  your  money-bags, 
your  ill-gotten  gains  wrung  from  the  hard  labor 
of  the  western  people,  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
that  people  to  do  your  fighting,  i  want  to  see  the 
regiments  of  Massachusetts  and  of  Connecticut 
filled  wilh  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  men, 
not  witli  &)uth  Carolina  negroes,  or  Germans,  or 
Irish.     Kentucky  has  filled  her  quota  from  her 
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own  sons.  We  have  no  hoai-ds  of  v/ealth  which 
liigli  protective  laws  have  wrung  from  the  hibor 
■ofuilier  people.  VVe  have  given  so  far  our  chil- 
dren to  tlie  sirife.  So  has  my  gallant  neighbor, 
Indiana.  So  have  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  the  whole 
West;  but  New  England  men  come  here  and  talk 
a2;ain.st  the  patriotism  of  other  States  and  about 
their  divided  allegiance!  I  .scorn  that  kind  of 
interest  in  a  war  that  will  not  send  men  to  the 
field. 

By  this  kind  of  clap-trap  here  you  may  lead 
the  world  to  believe  that  you  are  the  great  cus- 
todians of  the  country,  but  brave  and  honest  men 
will  look  to  the  muster-rolls  to  see  how  many  are 
ill  the  ranks  from  your  States,  and  how  many 
yon  bought  over  the  Canada  line  and  in  neigh- 
boring States,  and  how  many  you  are  getting 
from  the  rice-fields  of  Louisiana.  The  world  will 
not  believe  that  you  are  in  earnest  until  you  come 
up  to  the  work,  1  hope  Congress  will  not  pass 
a  law  to  allow  Yankee  cupidity  to  buy  western 
patriotism  orsouthern  slayes  to  fill  up  their  ranks. 
There  are  few  States,  to  their  honor  be  it  said, 
that  have  not  filled  up  their  quotas. 

The  other  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  the 
facetious  and  witty,  and  [  may  add  eloquent  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale,]  made, 
I  think,  the  most  remarkable  speech  I  ever  heard. 
i  had  thought  that  distinguished  Senator  was 
filled  with  humanity,  with  kindness,  with  char- 
ity; but  lie  talked  as  flippantly  about  blood  and 
thunder,  and  cutting  off  heads,  as  a  child  would 
about  his  toys.  He  advised  the  Democratic  party 
to  submit  quietly  and  gracefully,  as  did  the  royal 
monarch  to  the  severing  of  his  head  from  his 
body.  He  said  the  decree  had  gone  forth,  the 
Commons  had  decreed  that  pulleys  be  placed 
about  his  royal  person  in  case  he  resisted,  to  pull 
him  to  the  block.  Ah!  and  he  advised  us  like 
that  king  to  come  up  and  gracefully  put  our  heads 
on  the  block;  and  I  suppose  the  Senator  would 
glory  in  being  the  executioner.  Allow  me  to  tell 
him  that  he  was  most  unfortunale  in  his  simile. 
Charles  I  was  beheaded  because  of  encroachments 
upon  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  country 
over  which  he  reigned.  The  illustration  of  his 
case  cannot  apply  to  a  party  who  are  feeble  in 
numbers  in  this  Chamber  and  weak  in  the  other 
House,  thougli  stronger  there  than  here,  who 
stand  forth  manfully  resisting  the  encroachments 
of  tyranny,  and  battling  against  the  usurpations 
of  those  ill  power.  If  he  had  instanced  the  case 
of  the  first  Charles  to  tell  the  wicked  men  in  ex- 
ecutive office  that  they  had  better  lie  down  and 
have  their  heads  severed  because  of  their  ruthless 
overthrow  of  the  Constitution  of  the  country  as 
in  the  case  of  tiiat  king,  the  simile  would  have 
been  apposite. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  thinks  that 
king  was  rightfully  beheaded.  I  will  not  enter 
into  that  controversy.  In  history  it  is  a  vexed 
question.  That  he  committed  many  grievous 
wrongs,  I  admit,  but  I  am  gentle  and  kind  in  my 
nature,  and  I  think  that  perhaps  it  would  have 
been  better  if  his  judges  had  decreed  some  milder 
punishment.  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
does  not  think  so;  he  thinks  Charles  was  right- 
fully executed;  he  has  told  us  so  more  than  once. 
1  undertake  in  this  Chamber  to  declare  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  that  if  he  will  take  up 
the  hisiory  of  that  unfortunate,  and  I  will  say 
guilty  king,  for  he  did  commit  violenlinfractionsof 
the  constitution  of  the  British  empire,  and  if  he  will 
state  the  infractions  committed  by  Charles  of  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  England ,  I  pledge  myself 
as  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honor  to  give  him 
two  for  one,  and  those  more  flagrant  infractions, 
committed  by  Abraham  Lincoln  upon  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  1  defy  that  Senator  or  any  other  Senator  who 
chooses  to  enter  the  lists  to  run  the  historical  par- 
allel. Let  liiin  present  well-authenticated  his- 
torical infractions  by  Charles  i  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  British  nation,  and  I  pledge 
niync'lf  to  furnish  two  instances  for  one  of  viola- 
tioii.s  of  our  Constitution  and  laws  committed  by 
the  present  Executive;  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
no  Senator  will  attempt  to  run  the  parallel  be- 
tween the  two  cases.  But,  sir,  I  shall  not  talk  of 
putting  pulleys  upon  the  President,  for  really 
whili-  )  think  the  I'li'.sideiit  has  committed  great 
infractions  of  i\h-  Con.si iiution  of  the  country, 
while  i  honestly  believe  he  ougiit  to  be  impeached 


and  turned  out  of  office,  1  have  no  such  blood- 
thiisiy  feeling  as  to  want  to  see  the  poor  man's 
head  chopped  off. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  says  that 
we  had  better  die  gracefully.  He  comes  in  as  a 
kind  of  amateur  to  give  us  that  advice.  I  sup- 
pose the  Senator  was  ferocious  on  the  day  he 
made  that  speech,  and  wanted  us  to  come  like 
lambs  to  the  slaughter,  so  that  he  might  execute 
the  functions  of  chief  executioner.  Let  tne  tell 
him  that  the  Democracy  are  not  dead, and  by  the 
blessing  of  God  they  will  not  die.  They  have  a 
proud  office  to  fill;  they  have  a  glt'jrious  mission  to 
execfite,  and  [  think  they  will  execute  it;  and  that 
is  to  rescue  the  Union  from  the  dangers  by  which 
it  is  surrounded,  to  save  our  imperiled  Consti- 
tution from  the  stabs  of  domestic  traitors  who 
now  assault  it,  and  to  let  the  eyes  of  men  once 
more  behold  this  glorious  country  with  the  Union 
restored,  the  Constitution  unimpaired.  That  is 
our  mission,  and  that  by  the  blessing  of  God  we 
will  achieve. 

The  Senator  need  not  mock  us  because  we  are 
few  in  numbers  here.  Sir,  we  have  forces  in  the 
rear,  we  have  the  people  at  our  backs,  not  only 
those  who  have  heretofore  been  Democrats  but 
under  our  glorious  banner  we  will  rally  all  the 
conservative  and  honest  men  in  the  country.  We 
call  beneath  the  folds  of  that  glorious  flag  all  who 
are  in  favor  of  constitutional  JibeVty,  all  who  are 
opposed  to  public  plunder  and  robbery,  and  under 
that  sign  we  expect  to  drive  the  Goths  and  the 
Vandals  from  the  capital  and  to  execute  the  laws 
over  the  whole  people  from  the  cataract  of  Ni- 
agara to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific,  and  we  will  never  cease  until  we 
accomplish  that  most  desirable  object. 

Butnow  let  me  show  you  what  the  Senator  him- 
self said  some  time  ago.  Two  years  ago  he  stood 
out  proudly  in  the  list  of  patriots.  At  that  epoch 
all  his  instincts  were  in  the  right  direction,  and 
I  thought  we  should  have  his  aid  in  correcting 
abuses  and  in  driving  public  plunderers  from  high 
places;  but  now,  so  far  from  continuing  in  that 
line,  he  wishes  those  who  resist  these  encroach- 
ments, those  who  desire  to  drive  the  rogues  from 
their  places  of  plunder,  to  lie  down  and  have  their 
heads  chopped  off  without  resistance.  Listen  to 
what  the  Senator  said  about  two  years  ago  when, 
speaking  of  a  little  transaction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  giving  his  brother-in-law  in  New  York 
a  fat  contract: 

"  I  do  not  know  but  I  may  ovor-e  itimatc,  entirely  over- 
estimate the  ciiaracter  of  tliis  tran^jction  ;  but  J  tRil  you, 
sir,  I  believe,  and  I  declare  it  upon  my  responsibility  as  a 
Senator  of  tlie  United  Slates,  that  the  liberties  of  this  coun- 
try are  in  greater  danger  to-day  from  the  corruptions  and 
from  the  piotiigacy  practiced  in  I  he  various  Departments  of 
this  Government  than  it  ii  from  the  open  enemy  in  tlie  field." 

And  about  the  same  period  anotherdistinguished 
Republican, a  Representative  in  the  other  House 
from  the  State  of  iVIassachusctts,  [iVlr.  Dawes,] 
said: 

"  In  the  first  year  of  a  Republican  Administration,  which 
came  into  power  upon  professions  of  reform  and  retrench- 
ment, there  is  induiiiiable  evidence  abroad  in  the  land  that 
somebody  has  plundered  the  pnblic  Treasury  well-nigh  in 
that  single  year  as  much  as  the  entire  current  yearly  ex- 
penses of  the  Govcrninent  daring  the  Administration  which 
llie  people  hurled  from  power  because  of  its  corruption." 

T'hus  spoke  those  two  distinguished  leaders; 
but  now  the  few  of  us  here  who  resist  such  things 
and  whoseek  to  prevent  public  plunder  are  treated 
by  the  honorable  Senator  as  worthy  of  the  block. 
I  had  hoped  that  he  would  adhere  to  his  own  good 
words;  his  speech  from  which  I  have  just  read  an 
extract  was  made  about  two  years  ago;  and  since 
then  the  robberies  that  have  taken  place  are  a 
hundred  to  one  to  those  that  had  then  occurred. 
The  transaction  of  which  he  then  complained  was 
but  earnest  of  what  has  since  been  done.  We 
hear  of  these  things  every  day;  they  are  all  around 
us.  Since  then  almost  every  vital  principle  of  the 
Constitution  has,  been  overthrown,  not  by  the 
rebel  in  arms,  but  by  the  domestic  traitor  at  home. 
And  yet  the  Senator  wants  to  decapitate  those  of 
us  who  stand  up  and  resist  these  wrongs.  The 
Senator  talked  earnestly  two  years  ago,  and  he 
had  good  reason,  1  think,  for  making  the  speech 
he  then  delivered;  but  if  he  thought  then  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people  were  in  more  danger  from  the 
corruptions  of  the  Departments  here  about  Wash- 
ington than  they  were  from  the  public  enemy, 
what  must  he  think  now?  Our  arms  have  ad- 
vanced since  then,  it  is  true,  but  public  robbery 


and  theft  have  increased.  Whereone  dollar  was 
stolen  then)  hundreds  and  thousands  have  been 
stolen  since,  and  yet  he  seems  quietly  to  have 
yielded  the  contest,  to  have  left  the  field, and  now 
he  wishes  to  decapitate  those  of  us  who  stand  up 
against  rogues  and  usurpers! 

I  regret  to  say  that  instead  of  continuing  to  ex- 
pose those  breaches  of  the  public  faith  as  the  hon- 
orable Senator  did  in  the  report  and  speech  he 
made  on  the  occasion  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
we  find  him  now  acting  with  those  v/ho  try  to 
prevent  all  investigation.  But  the  other  day  I 
offered  in  my  place  a  resolution  calling  for  in- 
formation of  the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  him  to 
send  to  the  Senate  the  orders  that  he  had  issued 
empowering  certain  persons  to  take  possession  of 
churches  and  church  property,  and  the  orders  is- 
sued by  his  major  generals  on  the  same  subject. 
I  wished  that  information  in  order  to  frame  a  bill 
to  prevent  those  abuses;  but  the  Senate  laid  my 
resolution  on  the  table,  and  among  those  who 
voted  thus  to  kill  it  was  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire.  Would  any  man  five  years  ago 
have  supposed  that  the  Secretary  of  War  would, 
without  warrant  of  law  and  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  country,  undertake  to  transfer 
a  church  to  a  minister  of  a  different  religious  faith 
from  that  to  which  it  belonged .'  That  he  would 
send  ministers  through  the  whole  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  to  take  possession  of  churches  be- 
longing to  a  certain  denomination  of  Christians, 
and  install  them  as  ministers  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel to  perhaps  an  unwilling  people.'  Would  it 
then  have  been  supposed  that  the  time  would  ever 
arrive  vfhen  a  major  general  of  the  United  States 
would  undertake  to  clothe  provost  marshals  with 
the  power  to  appoint  ministers  of  the  gospel  and 
to  levy  taxes  on  congregations  to  pay  them,  all 
subject  to  the  general's  approval.''  I  did  not 
suppose  that  an  American  Senate  would  ever  be 
convened  which,  when  a  resolution  was  offered 
calling  for  information  on  such  a  subject,  most 
delicate  to  every  free  people,  would  prevent  the 
Secretary  of  War  from  returning  such  public 
orders  for  their  investigation.  But,  sir,  such  is 
the  fact.  It  stands  on  record  upon  the  Journal, 
and  there  it  will  remain,  in  my  judgment,  to  the 
discredit  of  those  who  placed  it  there. 

Mr.  President,  although  the  Senate  may  not 
allow  that  information  to  be  sent  here  officially, 
we  all  know  that  the  fact  exists.  There  is  evi- 
dence before  us  that  the  War  Office  is  tampering 
with  religion,  taking  houses  of  religious  worship, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  using  them  tern  porarily  aa 
hospitals  for  the  sick  and  wounded — that  would 
be  proper — but  for  the  purpose  of  installing  min- 
isters in  them  to  preach  to  perhaps  an  unwilling 
people.  That  is  uniting  Church  and  State,  con- 
trary to  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and  I 
think  the  Senate  ought  not  to  refuse  to  call  for 
information  upon  such  a  subject.  If  the  party 
friends  of  the  Administration  expect  to  hide  these 
things  from  the  people  they  are  very  much  mis- 
taken. Sonne  of  these  orders  have  already  been 
published.  Not  only  have  houses  of  public  wor- 
ship been  taken,  but  I  have  evidence  that  orders 
have  been  issued, appointing  certain  men  belong- 
ing to  the  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society  in  the 
city  of  New  York  to  go  down  through  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi  and  take  possession  of  property 
belonging  to  the  Baptist  churches  of  that  region. 
Everybody  knows  that  the  Baptist  church  is  a 
very  republican  kind  of  institution;  each  church 
is  separate  and  distinct  in  its  jurisdiction,  unlike 
other  denominations  in  that  respect. 

I  have  always  been  of  opinion  ihat  in  a  repub- 
lican Government  like  this,  all  the  nets  of  our 
public  functionaries,  except  these  which  v/ere 
necessarily  secret  in  the  way  of  diplomatic  rela- 
tions, should  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  peo-  . 
pie.  It  is  the  people's  Government.  They  are 
in  theory,  and  until  these  unfortunate  times  they 
have  been  in  fact,  the  sovereigns;  and  through 
their  Rejiresentatives  they  have  a  right  to  demand 
the  public  official  orders  of  their  servants  who  are 
in  power  for  the  time  being.  Let  tlie  people  see 
what  is  being  done,  so  that  they  can,  through 
their  Representatives,  apply  the  corrective,  if  they 
think  it  is  wrong,  and  if  they  think  it  is  right, 
give  their  plaudits  and  their  approval  to  faithful 
public  servant.s. 

I  have  thought  that  this  kind  of  secrecy  was 
only  fit  for  the  cabinets  of  princes  and  potentates 
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and  lyiants,  anj  ill  became  this  country  of  ours. 
Such,  however,  does  not  seem  to  be  the.  impres- 
sion here  now. 

1  tell  Senators  the  people  will  see  these  orders, 
and  they  nught  as  well  agree  to  let  them  come 
here  in  proper  form.  Nuihiiig  you  can  do  will 
hide  the  truth  long.  We  should  have  it  in  more 
authentic  form  if  we  got  it  under  the  sign-manual 
of  the  parlies  who  issued  theSe  orders;  but  the 
people  will  have  them  anyhow.  If  you  give 
ihem  to  us  in  an  authentic  form  it  will  be  much 
better,  and  no  objection  can  be  made  then  that 
we  misstate  them.  When  the  Senate  here  solemn- 
ly decree  that  we  shall  not  have  a  view  of  the 
public  acts  and  orders  of  our  public  officials  that 
are  not  in  any  way  secret,  or  ought  not  to  be  so, 
the  world  will  think  there  is  rottenness  and  wrong 
being  hidden  which  it  is  desired  to  conceal  from 
the  public.  That  will  be  the  result;  and  I  think 
you  will  only  injure  your  own  cause  by  with- 
holding the  information.  I  give  that  advice  gratis, 
and  I  hojie  it  will  hereafter  be  acted  upon. 

But,  sir,  I  have  said  that  the  great  conservative 
party  of  this  country  has  a  high  mission  to  accom- 
pli.'ih.  That  party  consists  of  old  Democrats,  old 
Whigs,  and  Republicans  who  are  ready  to  leave 
you,  seenig  that  you  have  not  fulfilled  your  prom- 
ises. If  you  will  give  us  free  speech, a  free  press, 
and  free  ballot  in  November  next,  we  will  drive 
you  from  power  as  the  hurricane  sweepsa  feather 
in  its  course.  But  will  you  give  us  them?  Will 
you  pass  laws  punishing  your  officers  and  those 
in  authority  for  striking  down  free  ballot  ?  Will 
you  pass  other  laws  punishing  by  the  harshest 
punishment  those  who  attempt  to  overthrow  the 
liberty  of  the  press.'  Will  your  Executive  strike 
off  from  his  rolls  those  within  his  control  who 
raise  their  hands  to  imjirison  citizens  who  exer- 
cise the  constitutional  right  of  free  speech  .' 

I  tell  you,  Senators,  that  your  only  hope  is  to 
strike  down  free  speech,  a  free  ]iress,and  free  bal- 
lot, in  order  to  maintain  your  power.  Hence  it 
is  that,  although  we  hope,  we  do  not  much  ex- 
pect that  you  will  do  anything  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. Your  past  action  does  not  convince  us  that 
you  will.  Give  us  these  threegreat  conservative 
peaceful  agencies;  it  is  all  we  want.  Let  us  freely 
canvass  your  administration  of  public  affairs;  let 
us  freely  investigate  the  conduct  of  your  men  in 
power;  let  us,  through  the  press  and  the  tongue, 
on  the  stump  and  in  every  cabin,  say  wliat  we 
think;  let  the  newspapersgo  forth  pointing  to  the 
fact,  and  showing  to  the  people  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly that  you  are  overthrowing  the  Constitu- 
tion; that  you  are  plundering  them  of  their  treas- 
ure; that  you  are  unworthy  of  trust,  and  your 
political  days  will  be  numbered.  I  tell  the  con- 
servative men,  the  Democracy,  the  old  Whigs, 
the  honest  Republicans,  everywhere — and  I  wish 
to  God  my  voice  could  extend  to  the  remote  parts 
of  tills  country — to  beof  good  cheer;  and  if  those 
in  power  attempt  to  enslave  them,  to  put  chains 
upon  their  limbs,  to  prevent  their  free  tongues 
from  wagging  in  words  of  honest  and  burning 
censure  against  those  who  are  striking  down  their 
liberties,  if  the  minions  of  power  attempt  to  in- 
terfere with  the  freedom  of  the  press,  I  would  ad- 
vise the  people  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  land  to  insist  on  freedom,  and  give  their  lives 
in  its  defense.  I  am  for  law  and  for  order;  I  beg,  I 
implore,  I  entreat,  that  we  may  iiave  these  great 
constitutional  agencies  without  blood;  but  before 
God,  1  shall  advise  the  people  everywhere,  rather 
than  submit  to  the  degradation  of  having  free 
speech,  a  fice  press,  and  free  ballot  taken  from 
them,  to  strike  the  usurpers  to  the  ground.  If  a 
free  people  will  not  fight  and  give  their  blood  for 
these  three  inestimable  ble.s.sings  they  are  unwor- 
thy to  live  as  freemen,  and  the  best  thing  for  them 
would  be  to  die,  for  they  will  have  to  do  that  or 
live  as  slaves. 

i  hope  we  shall  have  licreaftcr  the  perfect  free- 
dom of  elections  everywhere;  that  we  shall  have 
free  speech,  a  free  press,  and  fne  ballot.  These 
are  all  the  weapons  we  ask.  But  if  they  are  de- 
nied us,  I  shall  advise  the  Democracy  and  the 
conservative  men  in  every  State  of  the  Union  to 
fight  for  them;  I  do  not  mean  to  go  out  of  the  Union, 
but  I  mean  to  fight  for  the  ballot,  and  fight  under 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  their  country,  and 
ilefciid  iheniNL-lvcs  by  slriking  to  the  earth  those 
who  attempt  to  prevent  them  exercising  these 
inestimable  blessings  of  a  free  people. 


The  Senator  from  New  ilampshire  will  have 
to  see  that  free  speech  and  free  press  and  free  bal- 
lot are  destroyed  before  he  can  kill  the  Democ- 
racy. They  are  not  destructible  articles.  Strike 
down  one  by  cruel  and  bloody  tyranny,  and  a 
thousand  will  spring  u|).  You  may  cause  some 
of  the  timid  to  be  silent;  you  may  cause  them  to 
be  afraid  to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote;  but  the  love 
of  truth  and  of  constitutional  liberty  is  in  their 
breasts;  the  bold  will  speak  it, and  they  will  strike 
for  it;  they  will  vindicate  it  with  their  blood,  not 
in  seceding,  but  in  fighting  at  their  own  hearth- 
stones, as  it  were,  for  the  liberties  given  them  by 
their  fathers;  and  we  should  be  unworthjf  de- 
scendants of  the  noblest  sires  tlie  world  cversaw, 
unless  we  did  stand  thus  boldly  for  our  rights. 

Mr.  President,  I  had  intended  to  notice  in  a 
very  brief  manner  the  most  remarkable  effort  of 
the  Senator  from  j\'Iassachusetts  this  morning. 
I  have  hoard  that  Senator,  ever  since  1  have  been 
in  the  Senate  Chamber,  reading  his  long,  illogi- 
cal rhapsodies  upon  slavery.  They  are  all  of 
them- much  alike;  all  speak  of  the  barbarism  and 
cruelty  of  slavery.  They  are  filled  with  a  good 
deal  of  encyclopedia  learning,  with  scraps  of  quo- 
tation here  and  there.  Without  meaning  any 
disrespect  to  the  Senator,  1  must  say  that  they 
remind  me  of  the  rhapsodies  of  a  man  who  lias  a 
nightmare.  They  remind  me  of  an  expression 
of  Shakspeare: 

"  It  is  a  tale, 
Told  l)y  an  idiot,  full  of  sound  and  fury, 
Signifying  notliiiig." 

In  the  first  hour  of  his  speech  to-day,  the  Sen- 
ator gave  us  a  kind  of  reliash  of  the  report  he 
made  from  the  committee  on  freedmen  (1  believe 
that  is  its  name)  touching  the  repeal  of  the  fugi- 
tive slave  law,  in  wliich  he  treated  of  the  question 
of  constitutional  power.  1  will  do  the  Senator 
the  justice  to  say  that  his  languag'e  was  excel- 
lent; he  docs  write  good  English;  bull  must  also 
say  that  his  report  is  llie  most  illogical  and  un- 
lawyerlike  paper  I  ever  read  in  my  life  coming 
from  a  gentleman  of  such  learning  and  reputation. 
My  friend  from  Pennsylvania  [iMr.  Buckalew] 
put  the  subtle  knife  of  truth  and  logic  to  it;  lie 
exposed  its  sophistry,  its  want  of  candor,  its  want 
of  historical  and  constitutional  truth;  in  a  single 
charge  he  scattered  it  to  the  four  winds;  but  we 
have  had  a  rehash  of  it  here  to-day.  I  shall  enter 
into  no  constitutional  argument  for  the  purpose 
of  overthrowing  such  kind  of  rhapsodies.  If  I 
had  any  inclination  to  do  so,  the  report  of  my 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  has  relieved  me  of  the 
trouble.  His  very  searching,  potent,  though  short 
analysis  is  on  your  table,  and  it  disposes  of  the 
question. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  to-day  has 
quoted  from  Patrick  Henry,  and  he  has  eulogized 
him  very  much.  Certainly  he  does  not  feel  any 
more  admiration  for  that  distinguished  orator  than 
I  do.  Does  not  the  Senator  know  that  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  has  been  adopted  since 
Patrick  Henry  made  that  speech,  which  says  that 
private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  uses 
except  on  just  compensation.'  and  that  is  an  an- 
swer to  his  whole  quotation  from  Mr.  Henry.  I 
do  not  believe  Mr.  Henry  was  right  in  the  posi- 
tion he  assumed  in  the  speech  from  which  the 
Senator  quoted.  Mr.  Henry  was  engaged  at  that 
time  in  making  an  assault  on  the  Conslitution  in 
a  slave  State;  he  wished  to  reject  it;  he  did  not 
like  it;  but  even  if  what  he  then  stated  were  true, 
the  amendment  since  adopted  explodes  the  whole 
of  the  Senator's  argument  on  that  branch  of  the 
case,  and  Mr.  Henry's  argument  along  with  it. 

But  the  Senator  has  said  that  the  way  to  pre- 
serve the  Republic  is  to  carry  it  back  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  its  baptismal  font — a  beautiful  exjires- 
sion,  but  what  appropriateness  is  there  in  it  in 
the  way  in  which  the  honorable  Senator  uses  it.' 
What  did  our  fa"lhcrs  do  when  they  formed  the 
Government.'  What  was  theirstatus?  Whatwas 
their  condition.'  When  they  stood  around  the 
baptismal  font  and  proclaimed  the  birth  of  the 
Conslitution  that  carried  joy  and  gladness  to  the 
hearts  of  liberty-loving  men  through  out  the  woild, 
every  minister  at  that  altar,  save  those  from  one 
Stale,  was  a  representative  of  a  slave  State,  and 
four  fifths  of  them  were  slaveholders.  They  were 
ihe  nun  who  gave  us  the  Constitution  so  much 
vaunted  to-day  by  the  lionorable  Senator.  I 
would  to  God  wc  could  go  back  to  those  days 


when  men  were  honest  and  had  regard  for  prop- 
erty rights,  when  men  were  patriotic  and  exerted 
themselves  in  the  cabinet  and  the  field  for  the 
promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  their  country, 
when  our  siatesmen  were  wise  and  philanthropic, 
prudent  and  capacious,  and  took  in  their  broad 
view  the  whole  interests  of  the  country.  None 
of  them  were  led  off  by  this  miserable  one-idea 
fanaticism  in  regard  to  negro  slavery  or  any  other 
"ism."  They  were  men  of  extended  Catholi- 
cism in  all  their  political  views.  Unfortunately 
for  us,  those  wise,  those  good,  those  virtuous, 
those  great  men  liave  departed,  and  we  now  have 
succeeding  them  a  set  of  men  who  are  governed 
entirely  by  a  single  idea,  and  who  would  re- 
nounce any  theory  they  had  ever  held  in  order 
to  carry  out  that  idea. 

I  have  heard  the  Senator  declare  in  this  Cham- 
ber that  under  the  Constitution  we  liad  no  power 
to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States.  To-day 
he  tells  us  that  it  is  constitutional  to  strike  and 
crush  slavery  wherever  we  can  find  it. 

The  Senator  swears  to  support  the  Constitution, 
and  declares  in  his  place  that  he  would  not  assist 
in  the  execution  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  a  law 
ma,de  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  the  Consti- 
tution. The  Senator  disregards  the  Constitution, 
his  oath  of  office,  and  everything  that  should  bind 
the  conscience  of  a  good  and  just  man,  to  carry 
out  his  abolition  schemes. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  talks  as  glibly 
about  war  as  if  he  had  all  his  life  had  the  harness 
on,  as  if  nothing  had  ever  delighted  his  eyes  but 
hacked  and  bruised  armor  and  broken  blades. 
He  has  talked  about  this  war  as  being  righteous 
and  right;  he  has  advocated  it  throughout;  he  has 
voted  all  the  men  and  all  the  money  they  wanted, 
and  to-day  he  eulogizes  war.  Now,  what  do  you 
think  has  heretofore  been  the  tenet  of  that  hon- 
orable Senator .'  As  I  before  said ,  those  who  have 
but  one  predominant  ideaare  not  wise  counselors. 
The  Senator  has  changed  the  whole  current  of  his 
thoughts  within  the  last  few  years  on  this  subject 
of  war.  Let  me  read  from  a  most  elaboi-ate  ora- 
tion, very  handsomely  written,  and  replete  with 
all  the  encyclopedia  learning  for  which  that  Sen- 
ator is  so  eminent,  made  some  years  ago.  Let  us 
see  what  the  Senator  then  said  of  peace;  and  if 
everybody  in  this  Chamber  who  has  witnessed 
his  conduct  here  does  not  say  that  he  has  run  coun- 
ter to  the  principles  laid  down  by  himself  I  will 
admit  that  1  have  not  capacity  to  see  the  truth  or 
to  state  it.  Here  is  an  extract  from  an  oration, 
made  by  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  entitled  The 
Grandeur  of  Nations,  a  few  years  ago. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     What  is  the  date  of  it.? 

Mr.  POWELL.  The  4th  of  July,  1845,  and 
I  would  rather  have  it  dated  back  at  that  time  than 
now,  because  it  expressed  the  Senator's  ideas 
when  everything  was  cool  and  calm  and  quiet, 
and  there  was  not  the  excitement  of  civil  war.  I 
have  a  right  to  use  it  as  a  weapon  against  him. 
He  is  using  this  war  as  an  instrument  to  destroy 
slavery.  That  is  his  whole  object;  he  has  none 
other;  and  1  think  he  will  get  up  and  avow  that 
to  be  the  case.  1  am  sure  he  will  not  deny  it. 
Now,  sir,  let  us  look  to  what  he  said  on  war  in 
that  address: 

"  Ii!  on  rage  there  can  be  no  peace  that  is  not  honorable; 
llitre  can  be  no  war  that  is  not  dishonorable." 

And  those  words  are  put  in  capital  letters.  Ac- 
cording to  his  own  tenets,  the  Senator  is  now 
urging  on  a  dishonorable  war.  I  do  not  say  that 
that  is  what  the  Senator  is  doing;  but  I  say  that 
if  he  utiered  the  truth  when  he  made  the  S)ieech 
from  which  I  have  just  read,  he  is  now  advo- 
cating a  dishonorable  war,  because  in  that  speech 
he  said  there  can  be  no  war  th«rt  is  not  dishonor- 
able. 1  suppose  the  Senator  in  the  course  of  his 
life  has  liad  two  ideas,  a  war  idea  and  a  peace 
idea;  and  when  he  was  on  the  peace  idea  he 
thought  no  thing  under  heaven  was  good  but  peace. 
1  do  not  concur  wiili  the  Senator  in  that  senti- 
ment, for  I  think  there  are  times  in  the  affairs  of 
nations  when  it  is  right  to  go  to  war.  1  read  it 
merely  to  show  the  Senator's  inconsistency. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  will  allow  me 
to  say  that  at  the  time  1  made  that  remark  I  had 
very  lilile  idea  of  the  barbaiism  of  slavery. 

Mr.  POWELL.  1  have  no  doubLof  that,  and 
if  the  Senator  would  look  into  himself  he  would 
find  that  he  is  more  barbarous  than  perhaps  any 
slaveholder  that  ever  lived.     The  Senator  is  the 
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perfect  embodiment  of  barbarism — the  barbarism 
of  fanaticism.  lam  a  slaveliolder;  and  if  I  be- 
lieved that' I  bad  about  me  half  the  barbarism  the 
Senator  has,  I  should  be  disposed  to  hide  from 
the  civilized  world.  But,  sir,  let  me  go  on  with 
the  speech  from  wJiich  I  am  quoting: 

"  War  is  utterly  ineffectual  to  secure  or  advance  the  ob- 
ject at  whicli  it  processes  to  aim.  Tlie  misery  which  it 
excites  contributes  to  no  end,  helps  to  establish  no  right, 
and  therefori;  in  no  respect  determines jusfice  between  the 
contending  nations." 

Why  does  the  Senntorcarry  on  this  war.?  Just 
for  the  love  of  blood,  havoc,  public  plunder,  and 
the  destruction  of  human  life.'  He  boldly  and 
clearly  and  most  perspicuously  declared  in  1845 
that  it  never  will  effect  its  aim.  Yet  we  find  the 
Senator  in  that  most  ridiculous  attitude,  at  war 
with  himself.  That  is  the  barbarism  that  fanat- 
icism teaches.  It  brings  him  into  most  striking 
contradiction.  But  I  will  read  alittle  furtherfrom 
the  honorable  Senator's  most  elaborate  speech. 
He  says: 

"  Christianity  forbids  tlie  whole  custom  of  war." 

Is  the  gentleman,  in  order  to  carry  out  his  one 
idea  of  destroying  negro  slavery,  not  only  to 
overthrow  the  fixed  and  firm  principles  of  his  life, 
but  is  he  to  overthrow  Christianity.?  The  whole 
system  of  Christianity  is  to  go"  by  the  board  be- 
cause the  Senator  wishes  to  effect  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  arms  one  single  object — the  abo- 
lition of  slavery.  He  is  willing  to  forego  notonly 
liis  former  principles  about  human  affaii-s,  but  to 
overthrow  the  religion  of  the  blessed  Saviour 
liimself,  to  bring  about  that,  to  him,  most  desira- 
ble of  all  objects. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  fur- 
ther says  on  this  subject  of  Christianity  and  war: 

"  It  was  not  until  Cliristianity  became  corrupted  that  its 
followers  became  soldiers,  and  its  priests  learned  to  min- 
ister at  the  altar  of  the  God  of  battles." 

I  admit  with  the  Senator  that  many  of  the  clergy 
in  liis  region  of  country  have  become' very  much 
corrupted,  because  they  preach  war  and  nothing 
else;  but  1  suppose  the  honorable  Senator  is  will- 
ing to  see  not  only  the  church  and  the  clergy,  but 
everything  else,  corrupted  to  carry  out  this  one 
idea.  I  have  sometimes  fallen  in  among  that  de- 
scription of  preachers  who  deliver  nothing  but  po- 
litical essays.  I  never  heard  one  of  that  descrip- 
tion but  once.  When  I  go  into  a  church  and  the 
minister  commences  preaching  in  that  way,  1  sit 
and  listen  out  of  the  respect  1  have  for  the  name 
of  Christianity.  I  do  not  rise  and  leave  because 
the  thing  is  offensive  to  me,  but  I  remain  until 
the  services  are  concluded.  Blft,  sir,  I  never  go 
back  to  that  church  again;  for  I  think  the  Chris- 
tian minister  that  does  not  preach  Christ  and  Him 
crucified  pollutes  the  pulpit  in  which  he  stands, 
and  is  an  unworthy  servant  of  that  blessed  Mas- 
ter who  is  the  King  of  peace. 

But,  sir,  let  us  go  on  a  little  further  in  this  ad- 
dress of  the  Senator.  Here  is  an  extract  upon 
civil  war.  The  Senate  will  remember  that  these 
extracts  tha,t  1  read  from  the  honorable  Senator's 
speech  are  general  propositions.     He  says: 

"The  soul  trembles  aghast  as  we  contemplate  fields 
drenched  in  fraternal  gore,  where  the  happiness  of  homes 
has  been  shivertd  by  the  unfriendly  arras  of  neighbors,  aiid 
kinsmen  have  sunk  beneath  the  steel  nerved  by  a  kins- 
man's hand.  This  iscivil  war,  which  stands  accursed  for- 
ever in  llie  calendar  of  time." 

Gi-eat  God  !  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
says  that  civil  war  stands  accuised  in  all  the  an- 
nals of  time.  Why,  sir,  he  sometimes  speaks  of 
this  as  a  war  of  Massachusetts.     To  continue: 

"  But  the  muse  of  history,  in  th°  fiiithful  record  of  the 
future  transactions  of  nations,  inspired  by  a  new  and  loftier 
justice,  and  touched  to  finer  sensibilities,  shall  extend  to 
the  general  sorrows  of  universal  man  the  sympathy  still 
profusely  shed  for  the  selfish  sorrow  of  the  country,  and 
shall  pronounce  international  war  to  be  civil  war,  and  the 
partakers  in  it  as  traitors  to  God  and  enemies  to  man." 

Here  the  Senator  declares  that  those  who  par- 
lake  in  these  civil  wars,  or  in  international  wais, 
which  he  says  are  civil  wars,  are  traitois  to  God 
and  enemies  to  man.  Why,  sir,  to  take  the  Sen- 
ator's own  position  here  as  true,  he  stands  to-day 
a  traitor  to  God  and  an  enemy  to  man.  And  yet 
that  Senator  is  forever  prating  about  the  barba- 
rism of  alaveiy.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  eternal 
ringing  of  that  word  in  my  oar  1  would  not  have 
put  the  Senator  to  the  cruel  torture  of  quoting  to- 
day his  principles  whic(i  he  now  stands  up  and 
openly  violates. 

The  Senate  will  bear  inc  witness  that  this  is  the 


first  time  since  I  liave  been  a  member  of  the  body 
that  I  have  attempted  even  to  resist  or  cast  back 
these  accusations  upon  the  section  of  country 
from  which  I  came.  They  ai-e  distasteful  to  me; 
but,  sir,  there  is  a  point  beyond  which  forbear- 
ance ceases  to  be  a  virtue,  and  I  think  we  have 
reached  that  point. 

Let  mc  read  one  other  sentence  from  this  ad- 
dress.    The  Senator  says: 

"A  man  is  higher  than  the  beasts  of  the  field;  as  the  an- 
gels are  liigher  than  man  ;  as  Christ  is  higher  than  Mars ; 
as  he  that  rulelh  his  spirit  is  higher  than  he  that  taketh  a 
city,  so  are  the  victories  of  peace  higher  than  the  victories 
of  war." 

That  is  very  handsomely  said,  and  in  the  main 
it  is  very  trae.  The  Senator  then  goes  on  to  in- 
veigh against  standing  armies.  He  speaks  of  the 
vast  expense  of  maintaining  them,  and  quotes  a 
table  of  expenses  of  other  countries;  and  yet  that 
Senator  is  engaged  here  in  a  war.  When  I  say 
he  is  engaged  in  a  war  I  will  do  the  Senator  the 
justice  to  say  that  he  only  advocates  it  on  his 
lips;  he  advocates  it  here  by  word,  by  speech,  by 
letter.  He  attempts  to  fire  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple everywhere  to  join  in  this  crusade.  The  hon- 
orable Senator  does  not  go  where  he  would  hear 
the  rattle  of  small-arms  or  smell  gunpowder.  Were 
I  for  this  war  as  ferociously  as  that  Senator  is,  I 
think  I  would  take  up  a  musket  and  go  into  the 
field.  But  1  am  opposed  to  the  war  (though  I  do 
not  intend  to  didcuss  that)  for  the  reasons  I  have 
so  often  stated  here. 

I  have  not  much  faith  i-n  the  sincerity,;of  those 
who  always  pi-each  war  and  never  fight.  It  would 
be  better  for  them  to  fight  a  little,  and  then  people 
will  think  they  are  in  earnest.  The  Senator  is 
willing  that  other  people's  blood  shall  be  shed. 
He  is  willing  that  a  million  of  the  young  men  of 
the  country  shall  be  sacrificed.  He  is  willing  that 
the  whole  land  shall  be  laid  in  mourning,  that  the 
weeds  of  the  widow  and  the  tears  of  the  orphan 
shall  everywhere  be  seen.  Heis  willing  that  the 
hard  earningsofthelaboringman,  though  his  wife 
and  children  may  be  starving,  shall  be  wrenched 
from  him  by  the  ruthless  hand  of  the  tax-gatherer 
in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  war,  and 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  immense  debt  that  is 
accruing.  All  these  things  he  is  willing  to  see  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  a  fanatical  idea.  That 
he  boasts  of;  that  he  gloats  over;  but,  sir,  he 
never  seeketh  the  battle  even  afar  off.  He  does 
not  go  within  sound  of  the  drum  and  fife;  nor  is 
he  like  the  war-horse  that  smelleth  the  battle  afar 
off.  I  repeat  I  have  not  much  confidence  in  the 
sincerity  of  that  description  of  patriots. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  said  all  I  intend  to  say 
on  this  matter.  It  was  not  my  purpose  to  open 
my  mouth  on  this  amendment.  I  had  determined 
to  content  myself  with  the  very  elaborate  speeches 
made  by  my  colleague,  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, [Mr.  Saulsbury,]  and  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana, [iMr.  H^ENDRiCKs;]  but,  sir,  such  were  the 
inconsistencies  of  the  Senators  from  New  England 
to  whom  I  have  referred,  such  were  their  assaults 
upon  the  Democratic  party,  such  were  their  as- 
saults upon  my  own  State,  that  I  felt  called  upon 
to  say  a  word  in  their  vindication.  In  doingthat  I 
thought  it  but  right  that  I  should  allow  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  to  look  into  his  own  mirror, 
and  hence  I  have  held  up  the  speech  he  made  some 
time  ago  to  his  vision.  p 

Mr..  HARLAN.  Befoi-e  the  Senator's  mind  is 
diverted  from  this  subject,  I  desire  him  to  reconcile 
a  vote  that  he  gave  not  long  since,  with  the  very 
remarkable  passage  of  his  present  speech  in  which 
he  denounced  very  severely,  if  I  understand  the 
pur|iort  of  his  language,  supposed  infringements 
of  the  freedom  of  speecli.  In  the  Congressional 
Globe  for  the  first  session  of  the  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  part  three,  page  1937,  1  find  the  follow- 
ing: 

"Mr.  Harlan.  With  the  consent  of  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  I  propose  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  second 
resolution  of  the  series,  by  inserting  at  the  end  of  it  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"But  the  free  discussion  of  the  morality  and  expediency 
of  slavery  shall  never  be  interfered  with  by  the  laws  ol'any 
State  or  of  the  United  States;  and  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press,  on  this  and  every  other  subject  of  domes- 
tic and  national  policy,  should  be  maintained  inviolate  in 
all  the  States." 

On  page  2321  of  the  same  volume  of  the  Globe 
I  find  the  following:  '^ 

"The  (incstlon  being  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
IIari.an  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted — yeas  20,  nays  36;  as 

follows:" 


I  will  read  the  negative  vote: 
"Nays— Messrs.  Benjamin,  Bigler, Bragg,  Bright, Brown, 
Chesnut,  Clay,  Clingman,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin,  Hammond,  Hemphill,  Hunter,  Iverson,  John- 
son of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Kennedy,  Lane, 
Latham,  Mallory,Mason,  Nicholson,  Pearce,  Polk,  Powell, 
Push,  Rice,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Thomson, Toombs,  Wigfall, 
and  Yuffie— 36." 

The  language  is  as  I  have  read: 

"  But  the  free  discussion  of  the  morality  and  expediency 
of  slavery  shall  never  be  interfered  with  by  the  laws  of 
any  State  or  of  the  United  Smtos;  and  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  ofthe  press,  on  this  and  every  other  subject  of 
domestic  and  national  policy,  should  be  maintained  invio- 
late in  all  the  States." 

And  theSenator  voted  "nay."  EveryDemocrat 
in  the  Senate,  including  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, voted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  POWELL.  There  is  a  very  striking  dif- 
ference between  the  object  of  that  resolution  and 
the  free  discussion  of  political  acts.  The  scope 
of  that  resolution  would  have  been  to  send  per- 
sons down  into  the  slave  States  to  preach  insur- 
rection to  their  slaves.  I  suppose  that  actuated 
every  man  who  voted  against  it.  I  would  vote 
"nay"  again  on  that  resolution.     I  voted  right, 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution as  a  substitute. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  be- 
fore the  Senate  is  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  merely  wish  to  have  Sena- 
tors understand  that  amendment,  and,  as  I  have 
said,  I  make  it  rather  in  the  form  of  suggestion 
than  proposition.  If  1  understand  from  myfriend 
the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  that  he 
is  strongly  inclined  against  it,  I  certainly  have 
no  desire  to  press  it.  If  the  Chair  will  be  good 
enough,  I  should  like  to  have  it  read  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     It  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment,  to  strike 
out  the  first  and  second  sections  of  article  thirteen 
as  reported  by  the  committee,  and  to  insert: 

Sec.  1.  All  persons  are  free  [equal]  before  the  law,  so 
that  no  person  can  hold  another  as  a  slave  ;  and  the  Con- 
gress may  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  this 
article  into  effect  everywhere  within  the  United  States  and 
the  jurisdiction  thereof. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Now,  Mr.  President,  the  state 
of  the  question  is  this.  The  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  Henderson]  offered  a  proposition  in 
this  form: 

Art.  1.  Slavery  or  involuntary-  servitude,  except  as  a 
punishment  tor  crime,  shall  not  exist  in  the  United  States. 

Art.  2.  The  Congress,  whenever  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers elected  to  each  House  shall  deem  it  necessary,  ma> 
propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  or,  on  the  appli- 
cation ofthe  Legislatures  of  a  majority  ofthe  several  States, 
shall  call  a  convention  for  proposing  amendments,  which 
in  either  case  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
part  ofthe  Constitution,  when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures 
of  two  thirds  of  the  several  States,  or  by  conventions  in 
two  thirds  thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratifica- 
tion may  be  proposed  by  Congress. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  proposition  ofthe 
Senator  from  Missouri  is  twofold:  the  first  ar- 
ticle applies  to  the  matter  which  has  been  under 
discussion  in  this  debate,  the  prohibition  of  sla- 
very; the  second,  to  a  proposition  which  is  not 
necessarily  associated  with  it.  I  believe,  fi-om  what 
has  occurred,  the  Senate  is  agreed  in  confining 
what  we.  do  now  to  the  first  proposition.  I  must 
say  I  accept  that  idea  completely.  1  think  the 
first  proposition  should  be  acted  upon  absolutely 
by  itself  alone,  and  therefore  however  much  I  may 
be  tempted  by  other  propositions,  as  I  must  con- 
fess I  was  by  one  or  two  of  the  propositions  ofthe 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Powell]  the  other 
day,  yet  I  was  not  disposed  to  be  diverted  or 
turned  aside  from  that  great  original  proposition 
which  it  should  be  now  our  object  to  introduce 
into  the  Constitution. 

I  make  this  comment  on  the  first  proposition 
which  we  have  before  us,  that  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  in  order  to  explain  why  1  should  be 
against  that  in  the  form  in  which  it  stands;  but 
if  we  should  go  to  the  first  article  of  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  I  am  free  to 
say  that  in  some  respects  I  think  it  better  than 
the  article  proposed  by  the  committee.  It  is  as 
follows: 

Slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a  punish- 
ment lur  crime,  shall  not  exist  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  simpler  than  the  proposition  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  which  I  now  come.    Tliatisas  follows: 
Art.  13,  Sec.  1. — 


1488 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  a 


It  will  be  observed  that  ilis  in  two  sections — 
Neither  slavery  iiorinvoluiilary  servitu(]e,.rxceptasa  pun- 
ishment for  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted — 

Which  I  must  say  I  think  here  is  verbiage  en- 
tirely. There  is  no  need  of  having  it  in  a^onsti- 
tutional  proposition — 

shall  exist  wiiliiii  the  United  States,  or  any  place  subject 
to  their  jurisdiclinn. 

Sec.  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article 
by  appropriate  legislation.  / 

On  tile  face  of  that  article  I  object  to  it,  first, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  in  two  sections  wlien  I  think  it 
ouglit  to  be  in  one.  I  liave  already  before  men- 
tioned that  in  this  respect  it  goes  against  the  pre- 
cedent of  the  Constitution  itself.  In  article  four  of 
the  Constitution  we  have  section  one  as  follows: 

"  Full  faith  and  creditsliall  be  given  in  each  State  to  the 
public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every 
State,  and  the  Congress" — 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Constitution  speaks 
of  Congress  as  "  the  Congress,"  putting  the  arti- 
cle before  it — 

"and  the  Congress  may  by  general  laws  prescribe  the 
manner  in  which  such  acts,  records,  and  proceedings  shall 
be  proved  and  the  effect  thereof." 

It  seems  to  me,  in  point  of  form,  that  it  is  bet- 
ter that  these  two  sections  should  be  molded  into 
one. 

But  then  my  objection  to  it  is,  further,  if  this 
amendment  in  this  first  particular,  which  is  com- 
paratively unimportant,  be  secured,  it  seems  to 
me  the  language  is  not  happy.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  shall  have  the  concurrence  of  other  Sena- 
tors in  the  criticism  which  I  make  lipon  it;  but  I 
understand  that  it  starts  with  the  idea  of  repro- 
ducing the  Jeffersonian  ordinance.  1  doubt  the 
expediency  of  reproducing  that  ordinance.  It 
performed  an  excellent  work  in  its  day;  but  there 
are  words  in  it  which  are  entirely  inapplicable  to 
our  time.  That  ordinance  I  will  read.  It  is  as 
follows: 

"There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servi- 
tude in  the  said  Territory  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment 
of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed." 

This  ordinance,  in  precisely  these  words,  was 
reproduced  at  a  later  day,  in  the  very  important 
act  by  v/hich  Missouri  was  admitted  into  the 
Union,  containing  the  well-known  prohibition 
which  afterwards  caused  such  debate. 

There  are  words  here,  I  have  said,  which  are 
entirely  inapplicable  to  our  time.  They  are  the 
limitation,  "  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted."  Now,  unless  I  err,  there  is  an  im- 
plication from  those  words  that  men  may  be  en- 
slaved as  a  punishinent  of  crimes  whereof  they 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted.  There  was  a 
reason,  I  have  said,  for  that  at  tlie  time,  for  I 
understand  that  it  was  the  habit  in  certain  parts 
of  the  country  to  convict  persons  or  to  doom  them 
as  slaves  for  life  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  and 
it  was  not  proposed  to  prohibit  this  habit.  But 
slavery  in  our  day  is  soinething  distinct,  perfectly 
well  known,  requiring  no  words  of  distinction 
outside  of  itself.  Why,  therefore,  add  "nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  otherwise  than  in  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted  .'"  To  my  mind  they  are  entirely 
surplusage.  They  do  no  good  there,  but  they 
aljnolulely  introduce  a  doubt. 

In  placing  a  new  and  important  text  into  our 
Constitution,  it  seems  to  me  we  cannot  be  too 
careful  in  the  language  we  adopt.  We  should 
consider  well  that  the  language  that  we  adopt  here 
in  tiiis  Chamber  to-day  will  in  all  probability  be 
adopted  in  the  other  House,  and  it  must  be  adopt- 
ed, also,  by  three  fourths  of  the  Legislatures  of 
the  States.  Once  having  passed  this  body,  it  is 
substantially  beyond  correction.  Thei-eforc,  it 
seems  to  me,  we  have  every  motive,  the  strongest 
indujcement  in  the  world,  to  make  tliat  language 
as  perfect  as  pos.sible. 

I  say,  therefore,  that  I  object  to  the  Jcfiersonian 
ordinance  even  if  it  were  presented  here  in  its 
original  text.  But  now  I  am  brought  to  the  point 
that  the  proposition  of  the  committee  in  not  the 
JefTersonian  ordinance, except  in  its  bad  feature. 
In  other  respects,  it  discards  the  language  of  the 
Jcfferaonian  ordinance  and  also  its  collocation  of 
words.  The  language  of  the  committee  is  as 
follows: 

Neitlier  Hlavery  nor  involuntary  nervllude,  except  as  n 
punlihmciil  for  orlmi*,  when'rif  Ihe  parlv  ihall  h»vi-  hatn 


duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within  thcUnited  States,  or  any 
place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 

The  Senate  will  observe  what  to  my  ear^is  a 
discord,  the  introduction  of  those  two  "shalls" 
so  near  together;  but  that  is  not  of  great  import- 
ance. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  They  are  both  in  the  JefTer- 
sonian ordinance. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  But  they  arc  further  apart, 
and  the  whole  eff'ect  is  entirely  different.  As  I 
have  said  already,  the  language  of  the  ordinance 
is,  "There  shall  be."  Maik  the  beginning  as 
compared  with  thatof  the  committee.  The  com- 
mittee say,  "Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude,"  &c.  The  ordinance  says,  "There 
shall  be" — the  word  of  prohibition  coming  first, 
at  the  outset — "neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude  in  the  said  Territory  otherwise  than  in 
the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted;"  whereas  the  com- 
mittee say,  "  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime, 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted, 
shall  exist  within  the  United  States,  or  any  place 
subject  to  their  jurisdiction." 

If  Senators  desire  the  JefTersonian  ordinance,  I 
say  let  us  take  it  in  its  original  form  as  it  appears 
in  that  ordinance,  and  was  subsequently  repro- 
duced in  the  Missouri  statute;  do  not  let  us  take 
it  in  this  modified  form,  which,  while  pretending 
to  be  the  JefTersonian  ordinance,  is  not  the  Jeflfer- 
sonian  ordinance  except  in  that  feature  which  I 
think,  if  Senators  apply  their  minds  to  it,  they 
will  see  is  clearly  objectionable.  I  refer  to  the 
words  "except  as  a  punishment  for  crimes, 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convict- 
ed." I  have  already  said  thatfor  myself  I  should 
prefer  the  form  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Chair, 
and  on  which  the  question  is  now  to  be  taken; 
but  I  offer  it  as  a  suggestion,  and  if  Senators  do 
not  incline  to  it,  1  have  no  desii-e  to  press  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  at  an  early 
stage  of  the  session,  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
introduced  a  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  so  as  forever  to  pi-ohibit 
slavery.  That  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  At  a  later  day,  a  month 
or  two  afterwards,  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts also  introduced  a  proposition  to  {)rohibit 
slavery.  The  committee  had  both  those  propo- 
sitions before  them.  They  considered  them. 
There  was  some  difference  of  opinion  in  the  com- 
mittee as  to  the  language  to  be  used;  and  it  was 
upon  discussion  and  an  examination  of  both  these 
propositions,  the  one  originally  introduced  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  and  subsequently  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  that  the  committee 
came  to  the  conclusion  to  adopt  the  form  which 
is  reported  here.  I  do  not  know  that  I  should 
have  adopted  these  precise  words,butamaj'irity 
of  the  committee  thought  they  were  tli.:  best 
words;  they  accomplish  the  object;  and  1  cannot 
see  why  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  should 
be  so  pertinacious  about  particular  words.  The 
words  that  we  have  adopted  will  accomplish  the 
object.  If  every  member  of  the  Senate  is  to  se- 
lect the  precise  words  in  which  a  law  shall  be 
clothed,  and  will  be  satisfied  with  none  other,  we 
shall  have  very  little  legislation. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  have  already  said  I  shall 
be  perfectly  satisfied  with  what  the  Senate  do.  I 
am  making  a  sincere  effort  now  to  contribute  as 
much  as  I  can  to  improve  the  proposition  in  form. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Undoubtedly  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  it  would 
improve  the  proposition.  If  I  had  had  my  pre- 
cise way  in  the  committee,  very  likely  it  would 
have  improved  the  proposition  to  have  had  the 
language  as  I  wanted  it;  but  a  majority  of  the 
committee  agreed  upon  these  words;  and  although 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  may  satisfy  him- 
self that  the  words  he  has  suggested,  copied  from 
the  French  Revolution,  are  the  best  words  for  us 
to  adopt,  I  am  not  at  all  sure  of  it.  I  think  there 
is  nothing  historical  about  them,  nothing  in  the 
source  from  whence  they  come  to  commend  them 
particularly  to  us.  I  would  not  go  to  the  French 
Revolution  to  find  the  proper  words  for  a  consti- 
tution. We  nil  know  that  theirconstitutions  were 
failures,  while  ours,  we  trust,  will  be  permanent. 
I  therefore  tTm  not  inclined  to  accept  the  gentle- 
man's suggestions,  and  1  hope  he  will  withdraw 
them  and  let  the  Senate  come  to  a  vote  upon  this 
subject. 


Mr.  DOOLI-TTLE.  If  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois will  allow  me  for  a  single  moment,  it  is  .said 
that  men's  first  impressions  are  sometimes  the 
best,  and  it  seems  that  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts when  he  introduced  his  proposition  used 
in  it  the  very  words  of  which  he  now  makes  such 
complaint,  "otherwise  than  in  the  punishment 
of  crime  v/hereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted." 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon. 
The  first  proposition  I  introduced  was  a  month 
or  six  weeks  before  that;  buttafter  the  committee 
made  their  report,  when  I  examined  it  and  found 
that  they  had  undertaken  to  give  us  the  JefTerso- 
nian ordinance,  and  I  saw  that  it  was  not  the  Jef- 
fersonian  ordinance,  I  then  prepared  that  propo- 
sition with  a  view  to  embody  the  JefTersonian 
ordinance  precisely. 

Mr.  TRUM  BULL.  I  was  very  much  tempted 
to  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks  that  have  been 
made  in  opposition  to  this  proposed  amendment, 
and  am  strongly  tempted  also  to  reply  to  some  of 
the  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  who  in  an  elaborate  argu- 
ment has  attempted  to  show  that  no- amendment 
of  the  Constitution  is  necessary;  but,  sir,  if  we 
can  have  a  vote  on  this  subject  1  will  forego  mak- 
ing any  reply  to  what  has  been  said,  and  will 
content  myself  with  the  passage  of  the  resolution, 
which  is  the  object  I  have  in  view,  to  abolish  sla- 
very and  prevent  its  existence  hereafter.  The 
language  as  reported  by  the  committee  will  ac- 
complish these  objects;  and  although  it  may  not 
be  the  best  possible  form  to  the  mind  of  every  Sen- 
ator here,  I  wish  him  to  reflect  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  us  all  to  agree  upon  the  language.  We 
have  discussed  this  matter  in  committee.  As  to 
its  being  now  embodied  in  two  sections  that  is  a 
matter  of  taste;  there  is  no  importance  in  it.  Per- 
haps it  would  be  just  as  well  in  one. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Why  notalter  itin  that  way? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No,  sir,  1  will  not  alter 
it.  I  cannot  alter  it.  The  committee  considered 
this  subject  and  deliberately  agreed  upon  this 
form.  1  have  no  authority  to  consent  to  an  alter- 
ation of  it.  The  Senate  can  alter  it.  If  each  Sen- 
ator thinks  he  can  find  better  words  and  proceeds 
to  offer  other  words,  it  will  be  for  the  Senate  to 
determine  wliMt  words  they  will  adopt. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  1  believe  the  proposition  now 
before  the  Senate  is  the  amendiTient'ofiored  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and  on  that  ques- 
tion 1  have  one  word  to  say. 

Mr.  SUMNEIjL.  TheSenator  will  allow  me  to 
make  a  remark.  "I  cannot  resist  the  appeal  of  my 
friend,  tho  chairmiiiii  of  the  committee, and  there- 
fore sliall  notpursue  any  of  the  propositions, and 
I  wish  to  withdraw  thcin.  1  merely  wish  to  put 
myself  right  with  my  friends.  1  oflered  them 
sincerely  with  a  desire  to  make  a  contribution  to 
perfect  the  measure.     I  now  withdraw  them. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  must  object  to  the  with- 
drawal of  the  amendment,  BS  1  liave  the  floor.  I 
desire,  as  I  said  before,  to  say  one  word  on  the 
subject  of  the  amendment  ofTered  by  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts.  The  langiiiigeof  it  is  this, 
that  all  persons  are  free  before  the  law. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     "All  persons  tire  equal." 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Will  the  Secretary  be  good 
enough  to  read  it.' 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  1.  All  |)ers()ns  arc  free  before  the  law,  so  that  no 
person  can  hold  another  as  a  slave,  &.c, 

Mr.  SUMNER.  That  is  a  mistake.  It  is 
"  equal." 

Mr.  HOWARD.  It  is  written  in  the  handwrit- 
ing of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  is  "equal, "and  not"  free." 

Mr.  HOWARD.  1  regard  it  as  very  imma- 
terial whether  the  word  "  free  "  or  "equal  "  is 
used  in  that  cotinection.  What  1  insist  upon  is 
this,  that  in  a  legtil  and  technical  sense  that  lan- 
guage is  utterly  insignificant  and  ineaningless  as 
a  clause  of'"lhe  Constitution.  I  should  like  the 
Senator  from  Mnssnchusctls,  if  he  is  able,  to 
stale  what  effect  this  would  have  in  law  in  a  court 
ofjustice.  Wlint.significance  is  given  to  the  phrase 
"equal  "  or  "  free  "  before  the  law  in  a  common- 
law  court.'     It  is  not  known  at  all. 

Besides,  the  |Moposition  speaks  of  all  inen  oeing 
equal.  1  suppose  before  the  law  a  woinan  would 
be  equal  to  a  man,  a  W(»man  would  be  as  free  as 
a  man.  A  wife  would  be  equal  to  her  husband 
and  as  fi-ee  as  her  linsbnnd  before  the  law. 
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The  learned  Senator  from  Massachuseits,  I 
apprehend,  has  made  a  very  radical  mistake  in 
regard  to  the  application  of  this  language  of  the 
French  constitution.  The  purpose  for  which  this 
language  was  used  in  the  original  constitution  of 
the  French  republic  of  1791,  was  to  abolish  no- 
bility and  privileged  classes.  It  was  a  mere  po- 
litical reformation  relating  to  the  political  rights 
of  French  men,  and  nothing  else.  It  was  to  enable 
all  Frenchmen  to  reach  positions  of  eminence  and 
honor  in  the  French  Government,  and  was  in- 
tended for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  It  was 
never  intended  there  as  a  means  of  abolishing 
slavery  at  all.  The  Convention  of  1794  abolished 
slavery  by  another  and  separate  decree  expressly 
putting  an  end  to  slavery  within  the  dominions 
of  the  French  republic  and  all  its  colonies. 

Now,  sir,  I  wish  as  much  as  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  in  making  this  amendment  to  use 
significant  language,  language  that  cannot  be  mis- 
taken or  misunderstood;  but  I  prefer  to  dismiss 
all  reference  to  French  constitutions  or  French 
codes,  and  go  back  to  the  good  old  Anglo-Saxon 
language  employed  by  our  fathers  in  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  an  expression  which  has  been  ad- 
judicated upon  repeatedly,  which  is  perfectly  well 
understood  both  by  the  public  and  by  judicial 
tribunals,  a  phrase,  I  may  say  further,  which  is 
peculiarly  near  and  dear  to  the  people  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  from  whose  soil  slavery 
was  excluded  by  it.  I  think  it  is  well  understood, 
well  comprehended  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  no  court  of  justice,  no  magistrate, 
no  person,  old  or  young,  can  misapprehend  the 
meaning  and  effect  of  that  clear,  brief,  and  com- 
prehensive clause.  I  hope  we  shall  stand  by  the 
report  of  the  committee.  » 

Mr.SUiMNER.  My  proposition  is  withdrawn, 
the  Chair  understands. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  wa.s  going  to  make  one  remark 
in  relation  to  the  proposed  verbiage  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachuseits.  1  think  that  that  Senator 
and  all  Senators  ought  to  be  very  guarded  in  the 
terms  they  adopt  when  they  take  $500,000,000  of 
property  from  other  people,  in  which  they  have 
no  interest  themselves,  and  propose  to  give  them 
no  compensation  for  it.  When'  the  Parliament  of 
England  liberated  the  slaves  in  the  West  Indies 
they  appropriated  ^20,000,000  as  comoensation 
to  their  owners. 

Sir,  the  owners  of  no  property  of  that  value  ever 
voluntarily  dispossessed  themselves  ofit.  When- 
ever any  such  legislation  as  that  has  taken  place 
in  the  world  the  legislation  has  been  of  a  power 
and  by.  a  people  that  did  not  own  the  property. 
If  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  1812  a 
proposition  had  been  made,  by  legislation  or  by 
a  change  of  the  Constitution,  to  take  all  the  ship- 
pinginterestofNew  England, and  the  other  States 
had  been  strong  enough  to  carry  such  a  meas- 
ure in  the  form  of  legislation  or  amendment  of 
the  Constitution,  there  did  not  live  a  man  within 
the  States  of  New  England  at  that  time  but  what 
would  heive  been  in  open  revolt  against  it. 

Here  are  these  gentlemen,  uninterested  in  slave 
property,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
in  thia  body,  having  no  interest  whatever  in  it, 
who  actually  come  up  and  jiropose  to  amend  the 
Constitution  and  take  that  property  from  a  great 
number  of  people  more  loyal  than  themselves, 
more  true  to  their  Government,  more  true  to  the 
true  principles  of  the  Constiiution  and  the  Union, 
without  making  thefti  otiecent's  worth  ofcompen- 
sation  for  that  property.  Everything  is  as  smooth 
as  a  marriage  bell  when  men  who  do  not  own  the 
property  propose  to  take  it  from  those  who  do  own 
It.  It  mak(,'sno  odds  what  the  amount  of  it  is,  or 
in  what  manner  it  is  to  be  done,  if  itis  just  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  will.  Whatever  may  be  the 
origin  of  that  will  it  is  all  fair,  all  proper,  all  politic. 

Mr.  President,  the  proposition  tlmt  I  assume  I 
believe  to  be  irrefragnbly  true,  that  the  power  of 
amending  the  Constitution  dues  not  authorize  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  I  deny  that  the  power  of 
amendment  is  illiniitiible.  I  deny  that  it  carries 
?very  power  which  the  amending  power  may 
thaoso  to  «;xejcis<?.     I  fleny  that  the  twwer  of 
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amendment  carries  the  power  of  revolution.  It 
is  an  absurdity  to  say  that  this  power  of  amend- 
ment will  impart  the  powerto  change  theGovern- 
ment  and  to  establish  a  monarchy  if  the  different 
departments  and  authorities  authorized  to  enact 
the  amendment  choose  to  adopt  it.  Itcannot  be 
done,  legitimately  at  any  rate. 

Ml".  President,  if  the  men  who  are  to  pass  this 
amendment  were  as  much  interested  in  this  prop- 
erty as  those  who  are  opposing  it  here  and  else- 
where, there  is  not  one  of  them  but  would  be 
found  in  opposition  to  it.  It  is  a  very  beautiful 
operation,  to  be  sure.  They  say  to  us,  "  We 
will  take  from  you  your  property;  we  will  make 
you  no  compensation  for  it;  and  we  will  do  it  un- 
der the  power  to  amend  the  Constitution."  Sir, 
properly  is  a  matter  of  State  or  domestic  institu- 
tion. The  General  Government  have  not  legiti- 
mately, and  were  never  intended  to  have,  any  ju- 
risdiction or  authority  over  the  subject  of  prop- 
erty. What  subjects  should  constitute  property, 
how  it  should  be  regulated,  whether  it  should 
exist  and  continue  in  one  subject  or  be  discon- 
tinued in  another  subject,  are  questions  which 
were  never  intended  to  be  intrusted  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  That  is  a  great  and  funda- 
mental feature  of  our  Federal  and  State  system 
of  governments.  The  proposed  amendment  takes 
that  principle  to  be  true  in  relation  to  but  one  sub- 
ject of  property ;  but  if  it  strikes  at  it  in  relation  to 
one  subject  of  property,  it  may  in  relation  to  all. 

The  power  of  amendment  as  now  proposed  to 
be  exercised  imports  a  power  that  would  revolu- 
tionize the  whole  Government,  and  that  would 
invest  the  amending  power  with  a  faculty  of  de- 
stroying and  revolutionizing  the  whole  Govern- 
ment. In  my  judgment,  it  is  absurd  to  say  that 
the  power  of  amendment,  which  is  simply  a  power 
to  reform,  a  power  to  improve,  imports  and  au- 
thorizes the  exercise  of  a  power  to  destroy. 

1  think,  if  gentlemen  are  determined  to  abolish 
the  properly  in  slaves,  they  have  as  much  right 
so  to  amend  the  Constitution  as  to  make  com- 
pensatton  to  the  owners  of  the  property  as  they 
have  to  deprive  the  owners  of  that  property  of 
them.  If  they  think  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  depriving  of  so  many  loyal  owners  of  such  a 
large  amount  of  property  is  auch  an  exercise  of 
authority  as  that  the  permanent  good  of  the  na- 
tion requjres  it  to  be  done,  they  ought  to  have 
the  grace,  the  justice,  the  magnanimity  to  make 
provision  for  a  reasonable  compensation  to  the 
owners  of  that  property  wliich  they  take  from 
the  owners.  They  have  as  much  power  to  make 
the  compensation  as  they  liave  to  take  the  prop- 
erty from  them. 

But,  sii',  in  a  closing  word,  I  make  my  protest 
against  men  who  have  no  interest  in  such  a  large 
amount  of  property  as  the  slave  property  owned 
by  the  loyal  people  of  the  United  States,  under- 
taking to  seize  this  property  without  any  com- 
pensation, ruthlessly,  unjustly,  and  in  defiance 
of  the  guarantee  of  property  and  ofjustice  that  the 
Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
gave  to  all  its  people.  Although  I  know  that  the 
protest  of  an  angel  would  not  be  heard,  much 
less  the  protest  of  as  feeble  a  worm  as  I  am,  I 
make  my  last  protest  against  a  class  of  gentle- 
men, against  a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  against  the  great  preponderating  sectional 
pov/er  of  the  United  States,  depriving  loyal  own- 
ers of  millions  of  property,  without  having  the 
justice,  the  magnanimity,  or  the  grace  to  make 
the  least  provision  for  compensation,  as  the  Eng- 
lish Parliament  did  to  the  slaveholders  in  the 
West  India  islands. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  should  be  glad  if  I  had 
the  time  to  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky;  but  I  will  forbear  doing 
sf>,  hoping  that  we  shall  now  come  to  a  vote.  On 
some  future  occasion  I  may  answer  him. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  TheSenaiorfrom 
Massachusetts  may  withdraw  his  amendment,  if 
there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  is  entirely  within  my  power, 
BS  the  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  ordered. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     It  i«  within  the  H 


province  of  the  Senator  to  withdraw  it  without 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  as  no  vote  has  been 
had  upon  it,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been 
ordered.     The  amendment  is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  1  wish  to  know  whether 
the  amendment  I  sent  up  some  time  since  is  now 
in  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  will  be  in 
order  as  a  substitute;  but  all  the  other  amend- 
ments are  first  in  order. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  offer  mine  as  a  substi- 
tute  for  the  whole. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  so  un- 
derstood theSenator.  If  no  otheramcndment  be 
offered  the  Senator  from  Delaware  proposes  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  words  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  to  insert  what  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 
Article  XIII. 

Sec.  1.  All  persons  sli.ill  liave  the  rlsrlit  peaceably  to  as- 
Eemlile  and  worship  God  according  to  tlie  dictates  of  tlieir 
own  coiispicnice. 

Sec.  2.  The  ose  of  the  public  press  shall  not  be  obstruct-- 
ed  ;  but  criminal  publications  made  in  one  State  againsttlie 
lawful  institutions  of  another  State  shall  not  be  allowed. 

Sec.  3.  The  right  of  citizens  to  free  and  lawful  speech 
in  public  assemblies  shalhiotbe  denied.  Access  of  citizens 
to  the  ballot  box  shall  not  be  obstructed  either  by  civil  or 
military  power.  The  military  shall  always  be  subordinato 
to  the  existing  judicial  authority  over  citizens.  The  priv- 
ilege of  the  writ  of  habeas  corjms  shall  never  bo  suspended 
in  the  presence  of  the  judicial  authority. 

Sec.  4.  The  militia  of  a  State  or  of  the  United  Status 
shall  not  be  employed  to  invade  the  lawful  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple of  any  of  the  several  Stales  ;  but  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  liereby  deprived  of  the  right  and  power  to  defend 
and  protect  its  property  and  rights  within  the  limits  of  any 
of  file  States. 

Sec.  5.  I'ersons  held  to  service  or  labor  for  life,  in  any 
State  under  the  laws  thereof,  may  be  taken  into  any  Ter- 
ritory of  ilie  United  States  south  of  north  latitude  36°  30', 
and  the  right  to  such  service  or  labor  shall  not  be  impaired 
thereby,  and  the  territorial  Legislature  thereof  shall  have 
the  exclusive  right  to  make  and  shall  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  protection  of  such  right,  and 
also  for  the  protection  of  such  persons  ;  but  Congress  or 
any  territorial  Legislature  shall  not  have  power  to  impair  or 
abolish  such  right  of  service  in  the  said  Territory  while  in 
a  territorial  condition  without  the  consent  of  all  the  States 
south  of  said  latitude  which  maintain  such  service. 

Sec.  6.  Involuntary  servitude,  except  lor  crime,  shall 
not  be  permanently  established  within  the  District  set  apart 
for  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States  ;  but  the 
right  of  sojourn  in  such  District  with  persons  lield  to  ser- 
vice or  labor  for  life  shall  not  be  denied. 

Sec.  7.  When  any  Territory  of  the  United  States  south 
of  north  latitude  36°  30'  shall  have  a  population  equal  to 
the  ratio  of  representation  forone  member  of  Congress,  and 
the  people  thereof  shall  have  formed  a  constitution  for  a 
republican  form  of  government,  it  shall  be  admitted  as  a 
State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other 
States  ;  and  the  people  may  in  such  constitution  either  pro- 
hibit or  sustain  the  right  to  involuntary  labor  or  service, 
and  alter  or  amend  the  constitution  at  their  will. 

Sec.  8.  The  present  right  of  representation  in  section 
two,  article  one,  of  this  Constitution,  shall  not  be  altered 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  States  maintaining  the  right 
to  involuntary  service  or  laborsouth  of  latitude  30°  30',  but 
nothing  in  this  Constitution  or  its  amendinenta  shall  be 
construed  to  deprive  any  State  south  of  said  latitude  36°  30' 
of  the  right  of  abolishing  involuntary  servitude  at  its  will. 

Sec.  9.  The  regulation  and  control  of  the  right  to  labor 
or  service  in  any  of  the  States  south  of  latitude  35°  30'  Is 
hereby  recognized  to  be  exclusively  the  right  of  each  State 
within  its  own  limits;  and  this  Constitution  shall  not  be 
altered  or  amended  to  impair  this  right  of  each  State  with- 
out its  consent:  Provided,  This  article  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  absolve  the  United  States  from  rendering  assist- 
ance to  suppress  insurrections  ordomestic  violence,  when 
called  upon  by  any  State,  as  provided  in  section  four, 
article  four,  of  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  10.  No  State  shall  pass  any  law  in  any  way  inter- 
fering with  or  obstrnctin;  the  recovery  of  jfugitivcs  from 
ju.'^tice,  or  from  labor  or  service,  or  any  law  of  Congress 
made  under  article  four,  section  two, of  this  Constitution; 
and  all  laws  in  violation  of  this  section  may, on  complaint 
made  l)y  any  person  or  State,  be  declared  void  by  the  Su-, 
premc  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  U.  Asa  right  of  comity  between  the  several  States 
south  of  latitude  36°  30' the  right  oftraiisil  with  persons  held 
to  involuntary  labor  or  service  from  one  State  to  another 
shall  not  be  obstructed,  but  such  persons  shall  not  be 
brought  into  the  States  north  of  said  latitude. 

Sec.  12.  The  traffic  in  slaves  with  Africa  is  hereby  for- 
ever  prohiliited  on  pain  of  death  and  the  forfeiture  of  all 
the  rights  and  property  of  persons  engaged  therein  ;  and 
the  descendants  of  Africans  shalfciot  be  citizens. 

Sec.  13.  Alleged  fugitives  friim  labor  or  service,  on  re- 
quest, shall  have  a  trial  by  jury  before  being  returned. 

Sec.  H.  All  alleged  fugitives  charged  with  crime  com- 
mitted in  violation  of  the  law.s  of  a  Slate  shall  have  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury,  and  if  such  person  claims  to  be  a  cItU 
zeii  of  another  State,  shall  have  a  right  of  nppeal  or  of  a 
writ  of  error  to  the  Supreme  CouK  of  the  United  States. 
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^KC.  \\  All  in'ts  ol'miy  itiliabitant  ()l"tli(;  IJiiiteil  Ij^wtc-' 
ICTiliiii;  lo  iucitn  per=niis  tulcl  to  scrvifo  or  lalior  to  in.'iir- 
rpclion  or  acts  nl'  doiiinstic  violi-iici',  <ir  I')  aljscoiul,  an; 
hereby  proliiUiteil  and  (lerlaiiul  to  1)0  a  pi'iial  oflunso  ; 
and  all  the  courts  of  the  Uiiiicd  Slatrs  sljall  be  opon  to 
suppress  ami  puiiifl)  such  uirciisi-s  at  liii;  >uitol"any  cilizcii 
of  the  Uiiiied  States  or  llio  suit  ol'aiiy  State. 

Sec.  16.  All  conspiracies  in  any  State  to  interfere  with 
lawfu  I  rights  in  any  other  State  or  against  tin-  United  Stales 
fhall  he  suppressed  ;  and  no  State  orthe  people  thereof  shall 
witliilraw  from  this  Union  without  the  consent  of  three 
fourths  of  all  Ihc  States,  expressed  by  an  amcrulmcuit  pro- 
posed and  ratified  in  the  manner  provided  In  article  five 
of  the  Constitution. 

Skc.  17.  Whenever  any  State  wherein  Involnntar)' ser- 
X'ituduis  recognized  orallowed  shallproposc  toaholish  such 
nervitude,  and  shall  apply  for  pecuniary  assistance  therein, 
the  C'on;;ri;'»s  may  in  its  discretion  grant  such  relief  not  ei- 
rccding  one  hundred  dollars  for  each  person  liberated.  liut 
(/'ongres.i  shall  not  propose  snch  abolishment  or  relief  to 
any  State. 

Congress  may  assist  free  persons  of  African  descent  to 
emigrate  and  colonize  Africa. 

Sec.  18.  Duties  on  imports  may  be  inipo.ied  for  revenue  ; 
'  but  shall  not  be  excessivi^  or  prohibitory  in  amount. 

Sec.  19.  When  all  of  the  several  States  shall  hare  abol- 
ished slavery,  then  and  thereafter  slavery  or  involuntary 
(servitude  (except  as  a  punishment  for  crime  shall  never  be 
established  or  tolerated  in  any  of  the  Slates  or  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  and  they  shall  be  forever  freel 

Sec.  21).  The  provisions  of  this  article  relating  to  Invol- 
untary labor  or  liervitudc  shall  not  be  altered  withoulthe 
consent  of  all  the  Slates  maintaining  such  servitude. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  In  ofTcring  these  pi-o- 
posed  ameiitlmenis  to  tlic  Constitution  of  the 
United  ytatea,  1  wisii  to  say  that  there  are  em- 
bodied in  them  some  things  wliich,  aa  ii  private 
citizen,!  would  not  a[)prove;  somethings  thatdo 
not  meetmy  personal  approbation;  butconsider- 
ing  the  situation  in  which  we  are  placed  and  the 
state  of  the  counti-y,  I  liave  been  willing  to  meet 
tlie  great  question.s  involved  in  the  controversy 
in  the  spirit  of  compromise  and  concession.  For 
instance,  as  an  original  question  1  would  not  have 
agreed  to  any  prohibition  with  reference  to  sla- 
very ill  the  District  where  the  capital  of  the  United 
States  is  situated;  but  icnowing  the  feelings  en- 
gendered and  excited  on  that  question,  I  llave 
waived  my  personal  opinions,  and  offer  this 
simply  as  a  compromise.  I  shall  malce  no  speech 
in  behalf  of  these  propositions.  They  were  ma- 
tured by  men  more  learned  in  the  law  than  my- 
self, and  submitted  to  me  for  my  approval.  1 
have  consented  to  offer  them  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Slates  aa  a  peace  offering.  I  offer  them 
in  that  spirit.  Without  attempting  to  enter  into 
any  argument  to  enforce  them  upon  the  consid- 
eration of  Senators,  I  will  content  myself  sim[)ly 
with  their  presentation  and  let  the  Senate  vote 
upon  tiiem. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to;  there  being,  on  a  division — ayes  2,  noes 
not  counted. 

The  amcndincnt  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  concurred  in. 

The  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed fora  third  reading,  and  was  read  tiie  third 
time.  , 

Mr.  POWELL.  The  Constitution  requiresus, 
I  believe,  to  take  the  question  on  the  passage  of 
such  a  resoluiion  as  this  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  Hefore  the  final  vote  \s 
taken  I  think  it  due  to  myself  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks, so  that  my  exact  position  in  regard  to  this 
whole  question  can  be  understood. 

It  may  be  known  to  at  least  one  or  two  gentle- 
men u|ion  this  floor  that  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  I  liave  been  the  friend  of  freedom 
and  free  inslitulions  in  the  Republic  of  which  I 
am  a  eiiizen.  It  does  not  become  any  man  to  boast; 
but  I  have  the  right  to  say  that  in  the  far  West, 
when  to  favor  free  institutions  was  regarded  by 
the  po[)ulace  as  criminal,  in  the  very  year  in  which 
Lovcjoy  was  killed  at  Alton,  I,  a  stranger  to  all 
those  cons(  quences,  entertnining  the  opinions  1 
now  entertain,  and  which  o|)inions  I  have  not 
changed,  did  myself  march  u[)on  fifty  rifles  of 
East  Teiincsseeans  and  Kentuckians,  mad  with 
wine,  who  were  undertaking  to  mob  a  few  young 
gentlemen  frimi  Massachuselt>i  anil  Ni'W  Hamp- 
shire because  they  had  signed  a  petition  to  abolish 
Hiavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  i  quelled 
thaTmob.     I  did  it  alone. 

I  was  born  in  the  North;  I  early  went  to  the 
West,  and  lieenine  aeipiainted  with  these  contro- 
veisic.-j,  mainlaiiiing  liie  opinions  of  my  yoiiili. 
I  niaiiitniii  them  now,  and  have  done  so  since  I 
cfirne  into  this  Senale  (Jliambcr.  it  is  convenient 
for  men  who  seek  to  run  with  the  current  of  the 
filr«iirn,  or  to  float  will)  llie  tide,  to  espouse  doc- 


trines when  they  may  become  convenient  to  them. 
That  has  not  been  my  course  of  policy  or  my 
habit  of  conduct  fr()m  my  youth  upward  in  the 
various  Stales  in  which  I  have  lived.  I  say  this 
much, and  there  are  men  of  the  Republican  party 
high  ill  office  to-day  who  might  not  have  been  well 
in  health  at  this  time  had  it  not  been  for  my  main- 
taining them  in  their  young  manhood  when  it 
hap|iened  to  be  my  opportunity.  Therefore  I 
shall  not  be  set  down  in  anyplace  by  any  man  as 
a  person  who  does  not  love  freedom  in  all  its 
forms. 

I  have  protested,  as  I  did  a  few  days  since, 
against  these  controversies  that  are  not  germane 
to  tlic  business  of  the  Federal  Congress  or  to  the 
Government  as  it  is  to-day  wilh  the  legitimate 
offices  on  its  hands.  I  do  not  believe  that  from 
Maine,  or  Vermont,  or  New  Hampshire,  or  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  Connecticut,  or  Rhode  Island,  or 
from  any  northern  or  eastern  State  there  comes  a 
man  who  is  more  attached  to  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  free  institutions  than  I  am 
myself.  But  I  was  told  in  niy  youth  that  it  was 
the  duly  of  a  lad  to  speak  the  truth,  and  it  grew 
into  my  manhood,  and  I  dare  maintain  it  here  as 
1  have  maintained  it  always,  as  far  as  my  best 
judgment  and  my  highest  conscience  permitted. 

1  think  with  regard  to  these  movements  that 
we  are  by  them  doing  our  country  a  great  wrong. 
I  say  it  not  because  I  please  to  say  it,  for  I  say  it 
with  a  sense  of  pain.  We  are  doing  our  country 
and  our  people  agreat  wrong,  and  then  we  are  do- 
ing to  another  people  a  great  wrong.  The  evening 
alter  we  passed  the  bill  to  abolish  slavery  in  t^je 
District  of  Columbia,  I  went  to  my  lodgings,  quite 
late  in  the  evening.  A  colored  man  who  was  the 
dining-room  servant,  and  a  very  polite  man,  waited 
iijton  me  alone  at  the  dinner  table.  He  was  evi- 
dently enjoying  what  he  seemed  to  regard  a  tri- 
umph for  his  people.  1  said  to  him,  "Frederick, 
do  not  be  rejoiced;  it  may  happen  as  a  consequence 
of  this  act  and  other  things  that  will  follow  this 
present  action  that  they  might  as  well  take  you 
to  the  Potomac  and  drown  ^u."  I  look  upon 
this  ])olicy  as  being  a  policy  for  sacrificing  the 
whole  of  the  colored  people  now  occupying  parts 
of  this  Republic.  It  has  fallen  within  my  own 
experience  to  see  a  beautiful  valley,  I  think  the 
most  beautiful  in  the  world,  the  valley  of  Napa. 
It  is  from  ten  to  three  miles  in  width;  it  is  about 
thirty  miles  long.  In  the  valley  of  Napa  grow 
up  the  tallest  oaks  that  I  have  ever  seen  or  wit- 
nessed in  my  time,  beautiful  groves,  a  country 
such  aa  is  not  in  my  judgment  (and  I  am  so  told 
by  men  who  have  traveled  throughout  the  world, 
which  I  have  not  done)  paralleled  in  Spain,  or 
Italy,  or  France.  About  the  time  that  I  first 
found  myself  on  the  western  shores  of  this  con- 
tinent, there  were  twenty-five  thousand  native 
population;  they  may  be  called  in  one  sense  free 
American  citizens.  When  I  left  my  home  to  come 
here  into  the  Federal  Senate,  there  were  not  two 
hundred  of  them.  They  had  been  destroyed  by 
our  own  people,  by  our  vices,  our  luxuries,  and 
our  violence. 

I  have  no  doubt  the  Senator  from  Indiana  wao 
correct  when  he  stated  yesterday  that  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  of  the  ]ieople  of  African 
descent  in  this  country  had  been  prematurely  de- 
stroyed. This  policy  will  ingulf  them.  Itisas 
simple  a  truth  as  has  ever  been  taught  by  any 
history.  The  slaves  of  ancient  time  were  not  the 
slaves  of  a  different  race.  The  Romans  compelled 
the  Gaul  and  the  Celt,  brought  them  to  their  own 
country,  and  some  of  them  became  great  poets, 
and  some  eloquent  orators,  and  some  accom- 
plished wits,  and  they  became  citizens  of  the  re- 
public of  Greece,  and  of  the  republic  of  Rome, 
and  of  the  empire.  This  is  not  the  condition  of 
these  persons  with  whom  we  are  now  associated 
and  about  whose  affairs  we  undertake  to  eslab- 
Ihsh  administration.  They  can  never  commingle 
with  us.  It  may  not  be  within  the  reading  of 
some  learned  Senators,  and  yet  it  belongs  to  dem; 
onstrated  science,  that  the  African  race  and  the 
Europeans  are  different,  and  I  here  now  say  it  aa 
a  fact  established  by  science  that  the  eighth  geii- 
eralion  of  the  mixed  race  formed  by  the  union  of 
the  African  and  European  cannot  continue  their 
Mpecies.  duadruons  have  few  children;  with 
octoroons  reproduction  is  impoasible.  It  estab- 
lishes as  a  law  of  nature  that  the  African  has  no 
Iiroper  relation  to  the  European,  Caucaeian  blood. 
I  would  Imvc  tlicin  kindly  treated.     In  tiic  expe- 


rience of  my  life  and  in  my  practices,  I  will  not 
allow  any  per.son  to  say  that  he  has  been  more 
kind  to  the  people  of  that  race  than  have  1  been 
myself,  and  I  have  seen  much  of  them. 

But  we  are  undertaking  nowhere  to  antagonize 
them,  and  with  what.'  To  antagonize  them  wilh 
immediately  the  ascendant  white  race  of  the  South 
where  they  belong;  and  what  must  be  the  result.' 
We  hear  what  is  said  now  with  regard  to  their 
present  position.  It  comes  from  those  jiersons 
who  go  as  missionaries  and  who  go  as  agents  by 
theemploymentof  theGovernment  into  the  South 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  these  people. 
Along  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi  they  are 
wanderers  without  a  roof  under  which  to  rest, 
without  food  to  support  iheiranimal  system, lost 
people,  men,  women,  and  infants.  These  are 
facts  that  have  thrust  themselves  upon  the  coun- 
try, and  with  which  every  man  in  the  Senate  is 
conversant.  It  may  be  within  our  pleasure  to 
make  these  evils  more  complete.  It  may  be  within 
the  pleasure  of  our  ignorance  to  say  these  things 
are  true  and  just  and  right;  but  nature  revolts  at 
the  affirmation;  truth  gives  it  a  firm  denial.  I 
will  not  admit  that  I  am  less  the  friend  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  African  race  than  any  other  gentleman 
on  this  floor,  even  the  champion  from  iVlassachu- 
setts.  I  would  be  their  friend,  I  would  jirotoct 
and  preserve  them,  as  I  would  the  men  who  oc- 
cupied our  groves  and  fields  and  hills  before  tho 
Pilgrims  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock;  but  it  must 
be  done  by  just  and  vifise  policy,  and  not  by  any 
of  these  extravagant  measures  not  asked  for  or 
demanded  by  the  day,  but  sought  for  by  a  greedy 
appetite  which,  maddened  with  a  present  sense 
of  power,  seeks  to  accomplish  to-day  what  they 
fear  may  not  be  within  their  grasp  to-morrow. 
Against  all  such  policy  and  all  such  conduct  I 
shall  protest  as  a  man,  in  the  name  of  humanity 
and  of  law  and  of  truth  and  of  religion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution,  upon  which 
tlie  yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  (when  Mr.  Buckalew's 
name  was  called.)  I  desire  to  say  that  Mr.  Buck- 
ALEW  is  not  able  to  be  in  his  seat  to-day,  and  he 
expressed  a  wish  tha't  I  should  say  that  if  he  were 
present  he  would  vote  against  the  proposition. 

The  call  of  the  roll  having  concluded,  the  result 
was  announced — yeas  38,  nays  6;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Drown,  Chandler,Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Conncss,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Dooliitle,F"csaeiiden,Foot, 
Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson, 
Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Morgan,  Alorrill,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  llanisey,  Shennaii, 
Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trnmbull,  Van  Winkle, 
Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  and  Wilson— J8. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Uavis,  Hendricks,  McDougall,  Powell, 
Kiddle,  and  Saulsbury — 6. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  announced  that  tho 
joint  resolution,  having  received  the  concurrence 
of  two  thirds  of  the  Senators  present,  was  passed. 
Its  title  was  amended  to  read:  A  joint  resolution 
submitting  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States 
a  proposition  to  -amend  the  Constitution  of  tho 
United  States. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  rise  simply  to  say  that 
I  now  bid  farewell  to  any  hope  of  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  American  Union. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  desire  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion for  the  jnirpose  of  understanding  n  ruling  of 
the  Chair.  The  ruling,  I  understand,  is  ttiat  the 
vote  AS  it  stands  now  has  no  relation  to  the  States 
not  represented  on  the  floor.  I  think  our  vote 
now  being  a  final  vole  should  have  relation  to  all 
the  States  as  recognized  under  the  Constitution. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  rules 
that  a  majority  of  all  the  Senators  is  a  quorum, 
and  two  thirus  of  the  number  voting,  provided 
a  quorum  votes,  is  sufficient  to  pass  any  resolu- 
tion proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  only  desire  the  privi- 
lege of  saying  that  such  is  not  the  opinion  I  en- 
tertain. 

-   ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRIMES,  it  was 
OrdertJ,  That  when  tliu  Senate  udjourns  to-day.  It  be  to 
meet  ou  Alonday  next. 

MESSAOK  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Lloto,  its  Chief  Clerk,  announced  that 
tho  House  ofRopreaentalivcs  had  passed  the  fol- 
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lowing  billa  and  joint  resolutions;  in  which  itre- 

quosted  tlie  concunence  of  the  Senate:' 

A  bill  (No.  383)  to  incoiporate  the  "  Home  for 
Friendless  Women  and  Cliildi-cn;" 

A  bill  (No.  388)  for'  the  relief  of  Jesse  Wil- 
liams; 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  60)  to  refer  the  case  of 
.James  H.  McCulloch  to  the  Court  of  Claims; 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  61)  referring  the  case 
of  Charles  Wilkes  lo  the  Court  of  Claims;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  62)  for  the  relief  of  A. 
S.  Clark,  postmaster  at  Harrison,  Ohio. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  the  bill  of  the  Sen- 
ate (No.  12)  extending  the  time  within  which  the 
States  and  Territories  may  accept  the  grant  of 
lands  made  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act.donating 
public  lands  to  the  several  States  and  Territories 
which  may  provide  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  ag- 
riculture and  the  mechanic  arts,"  approved  July 

■*»  ^°"-"        ENUOLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  the  fol- 
lowing enrolled  bills;  which  thereupon  received 
the  signature  of  the  Vice  President: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  79)  to  incorporate  Providence 
hospital  in  the  city  of  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  82)  concerning  notaries  public 
for  the  District  of  Columbia; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  155)  to  incorporate  the  Union 
Gas-Light  Company  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  163)  to  authorize  the  Columbia 
Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind 
to  confer  degrees; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  C.  C.  No.  114)  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Wormer; 

A  bill.  (H.  R.  C.  C.  No.  115)  for  the  relief  of 
Darius  S.  Cole; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  C.  C.  No.  116)  for  the  relief  of 
William  G.  Brown; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  302)  to  amend  section  nine 
of  the  act  approved  July  17,  1862,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain 
officers  of  the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  373)  to  appoint  an  appraiser 
and  assistant  appraiser  for  the  port  of  Portland, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jlpril  8,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer  by 

the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

MISSOURI  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. I  submit  a  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections  in  the  case  of  contest  between  John  P. 
Brooks  and  Benjamin  F.  Loan, from  the  seventh 
congressional  district  of  Missouri,  and  ask  that 
the  resolutions  be  read,  and  that  the  report  be  laid 
upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  ThM  Beiijainin  F.  Loan  Is  not  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House  as  a  Representative  from  tlie  seventh 
congressional  district  of  Missouri. 

Rcsolued,  That  Jolui  P.  Bronks  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat 
In  this  House  as  a  Representative  Croni  tho  seventh  con- 
gressional district  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  submit  the  views  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee,  and  ask  that  the  resolu- 
tion which  accompanies  them  be  read. 

Tlie  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  I'enjamin  F".  Loan  is  entitled  to  retain 
Ills  si-at  in  this  House  as  a  Representative  in  Congress  from 
the  seventh  congressional  district  of  Missouri. 

The  several  reports  were  laid  upon  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

JVl  r.  GANSON.  I  ask  that  this  case  be  set  down 
for  Wednesday  of  next  week. 

The  SPEAKEll.  Itis  aqucstion  of  privilege, 
and  the  gentleman  can  call  it  up  at  any  time. 

TAXATION  OF  STOCK  SALES,  ETC. 

Mr.O DELL,  by  unanimous  consent,  submitted 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to: 

H'tolvci,  That  the  Coniinitteo  of  Wnys  nml  Menus  be 
'instructed  l»  Inqniru  Intotlio  oxinjdtciicy  uf  reporting  a  bill 


providing  for  an  ad  valorem  tax  upon  all  sales  of  honds, 
stocks,  specie,  real  estate,  merchandise  of  every  descrip- 
tion, also  upon  receipts  ol' all  railroads,  coal,  gas,  ferry,  and 
all  other  incorporated  companies. 

PENITENTIARY  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.     I  call  for  the  regular  order. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  business  in  order  to 
be  House  bill  No.  169,  authorizing  the  construc- 
tion of  a  penitentiary ,  jail,  and  house  of  correction 
in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  with  a  substitute^  the  pending  motion  being 
to  lay  upon  the  table  triade  by  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Washburne.] 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  to  withdraw  that  motion  so  that  1 
may  move  to  strike  out  the  fourth  scctioit. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  bill  pro- 
vides for  the  erection  not  only  of  a  penitentiary, 
but  a  jail  and  house  of  correction.  Now,  1  do 
not  know  but  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  an 
appropriation  by  Congress  for  a  jail  and  a  house 
of  correction.  If  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  will  agree  to  report  back  the  bill  in 
that  way  1  will  withdraw  my  motion  to  lay  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  have  a  motion  pending  to  re- 
commit which  has  that  object  in  view. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York. _  Gentlemen  can 
move  instructions  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  withdraw 
my  inotion  to  lay  upon  the  table  with  that  un- 
derstanding. 

Mr  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  move  the  follow- 
ing instructions: 

Strike  out  all  that  relates  to  a  penitentiary  and  report  a 
iiiil  appropriating  for  a  jail  and  house  of  correction. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  think  1  would  be  doing  my  duty  if  I  did  not 
ask  that  the  question  of  a  penitentiary  should  be 
acted  on  in  some  way  or  other.  If  the  House 
refuses  to  make  an  appropriation  for  that  pur- 
pose 1  should  be  satisfied.  If  I  were  to  consent 
to  the  recommittal  of  the  bill  with  a  view  to  the 
striking  out  of  all  that  relates  to  a  penitentiary  I 
do  not  think  I  would  be  doing  my  duty. 

If  it  is  proposed  to  make  this  a  test  vote,  and  if 
the  committee  are  to  understand  that  this  House, 
will  not  build  ajail,and  will  not  build  a  peniten- 
tiary, but  will  build  a  house  of  correction,  then 
the  committee  will  know  what  to  do.  But  I  think 
it  imperat«iv  ;  upon  me,  and  upon  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  insist  that  there 
shall  be  some  action  which  will  indicate  to  them 
that  this  House  will  not  make  an  appropriation 
for  a  penitentiary  and  jail. 

Mr.  TRACY.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman,  I  desire  to  say  that  if  this  proposition 
should  be  adopted  by  the  House  1  should  con- 
sider it  an  instruction  to  the  committee  to  bring 
in  a  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  house  of 
correction.  I  should  deem  it  a  specific  instruc- 
tion upon  that  point, and  should  consider  that  we 
had  nothing  else  to  consider.  It  would  not  be 
our  province  to  consider  whether  the  matter  was 
pro|ier  or  not  proper  to  be  done,  but  I  should  re- 
gard it  to  be  our  duty  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  a  build- 
ing of  that  sort. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  move  to  amend  the  in- 
st  uctionssoas  to  instruct  the  committee  to  report 
al  ill  for  the  construction  of  a  house  of  correction. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  nature  of  the 
instructions  now  pending. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  When  this  matter  was 
up  y  sterday  it  was  stated  by  one  gentleman  upon 
this  fijor  that  the  General  Government  had  ap- 
propriated $5,000,000  for  private  purposes  in  the 
city  of  Wasliington.  Now,  sir,  that  was  not 
original  with  the  gentleman  who  uttered  it.  I 
remember  thnt  in  1858  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennes- 
see, stated  the  same  thing  in  the  other  end  of  the 
Capitol,  and,  sir,  the  position  which  he  took  was 
thoroughly  refuted  by  Senator  Wilson  and  Sen- 
ator Sewnrd  at  that  time.  There  had  been 
!JJ5,000,000  appropriated  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  for  general  purposes  in  thecity 
of  Washington;  but  out  of  thnt  was  taken  a  suf- 
ficient amount  to  pave  Pennsylvanirt  avenue;  out 
of  that  also  was  taken  a  large  amount  for  im- 
provements of  the  Mall,  and  another  part  was 
taken  out  for  improvements  of  the  triangular  res- 
ervations within  the  cit^c.    These  are  itll  for  pub- 


lic purposes,  and  not  simply  for  the  [)rivatc  in- 
terests of  the  city  of  Washington. 

It  was  also  stated  that  not  more  than  one  tenth 
of  the  property  in  this  city  was  owned  by  the 
Government.  Now,  I  believe,  and  it  has  so  been 
stated  by  the  highest  authority,  that  a  little  more 
than  one  half  of  all  the  property  in  the  city  of 
Washington  is  owned  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Not  one  cent  of  tax  is  laid  upon  that 
projjerty  for  the  purposes  of  this  city.  The  tax 
which  accrued  in  1858  upon  the  private  property 
of  this  city  was  near  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Now,  there  is  here  an  equal  amount  of 
pn  perty  belonging  to  the  General  Government 
wh'ch  is  untaxed.  Is  there  any  impropriety  or 
injustice  in  having  that  jiroperty  taxed  for  the 
purposes  set  forth  in  this  bill,  the  punishment  of 
criminals  and  the  correction  of  juvenile  ofFenders? 

We  should  remember  that  many  of  these  crim- 
inals >re  brought  here  by  the  circumstance  that 
this  is  the  capital  of  the  nation  and  the  rendez-  t 
vous  of  the  Arnny  in  its  passage  southward  and 
westward.  Such  characters  congregate  here  as 
they  do  at  the  capital  of  every  State  and  of  every 
great  nation.  Is  there  any  injustice  in  having  a 
part  of  the  funds  of  the  General  Government 
appropriated,  and  that  a  very  small  portion,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  correction  and  punishment  of 
crime  thrown  largely  into  this  District  by  these 
circumstances.'  I  believe  the  constitutional  ques- 
tion'has  been  settled,  and  it  now  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  policy,  shall  we  appropriate  |300,000  at 
this  lime  for  this  purpose,  when  the  country  is  in 
this  great  war  to  secure  supremacy  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  independence  of  the  people.-' 

It  must  be  remembered  that  at  the  present  time 
all  of  the  expenses  of  the  trial  and  punishment 
of  these  criminals  are  defrayed  by  the  General 
Government.  This  bill  proposes  that  §100,000 
of  the  whole  amount  required  shall  be  taken  from 
the  taxes  laid  upon  the  people  of  this  District  to 
build  this  penitentiary,  so  that  the  expense  shall 
be  divided.  But  if  it  is  the  judgment  of  this. 
House  that  this  is  not  the  proper  time  for  put- 
ting up  these  buildings,  I  can  heartily  acquiesce 
in  that  judgment.  I  have  no  great  earnestness  of 
feeling  upon  the  subject.  But  there  were  one  or 
two  remarks  uttered  yesterday  by  the  gentlemati 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washburne]  to  which  I  do 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  It  was 
admitted  by  himself  that  a  lai-ge  part  of  his  re- 
marks was  simply  a  figure  of  speech,  a  sort  of 
Oriental  picture,  no  doubt  resulting  from  iiis  having 
his  nativity  down  east.  I  shall  not  attempt  in  these 
brief  remarks  to  answer  his  eloquent  frenzy,  for 
I  I  ave  not  the  physical  force  to  do  that.  A  man's 
brains  ought  to  lie  in  his  knuckles  in  order  to  do 
that  appropriately.  But  there  are  two  points  to 
which  i  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House. 
1  find  in  the  iTiorning  papers  these  remarks: 

"  Ml  .Washburne,  of  Illinois,  after  saying  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Patterson]  had  read  a 
lecture  to  the  committee,  asked  where  xhos(!  leiters  had 
heen  found;  and,  amon^ther  things,  remarked  that  the 
gentleman  h.td  voteil  for  a  swindle — lor  an  appropriation  of 
$1.'55,000  to  enlarge  the  C'harlestowji  navy-yard." 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Where  does 
the  gentleman  find  that  report  of  my  remarks.' 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  In  the  Morning  Chron- 
icle, and  the  statement  corresponds  with  my  rec- 
ollection of  the  gentleman's  remarks. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  My  remarks 
are  jiublished  in  the  Globe,  which,  I  believe,  is 
the  official  organ  of  Congress. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  remember  and  will  an- 
swer to  my  recollection  of  the  gentleman's  re- 
marks, and  he  was  understood  by  other  members 
of  this  House  as  I  understood  him,  and  I  believa 
thedisting  lished  chairman  of  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee replied  to  the  accusation  that  that  committee 
had  brought  in  here  a  "swindle"  and  asked  the  • 
members  of  this  House  to  vote  for  it. 

Now,  all  I  have  to  say  is  that  if  1  voted  for  a 
"  swindle"  on  the  Government  of  ^135,000,  I 
had  a  great  deal  of  very  giunl  company.  1  had 
some  of  the  most  ros|iectable  and  intelligent  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  bear  me  company  in  that 
matter;  and,  sir,  I  think  it  was  hardly  courteous 
to  this  House  or  to  any  member  of  it  tor  the  gen- 
tleman to  rise  in  his  iiluccand  accuse  another 
member  of  having  voted  for  a  swindle  of  ji  135,000. 
I  followed  in  that  matter  the  lead  of  the  high- 
minded  and  distinguished  chairman  of  theNa^al 
Committee,  [Mr.  Ricic,  of  Massachusetts.]  ^j^B 
commilteo  had  givcji  this  matter  n  thorougl^m- 
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i/cstigation,  and  they  brought  forward  this  prop- 
ocitioii,  and  said  that  tlie  demniids  of  the  couiitiy 
were  sucli  lliat  we  should  vote  for  that  appiopri- 
aliou.  Before  votinjj  upon  it  1  also  aslcod  the  ad- 
vice and  opinion  of  tiio  distinguished  member  of 
tlie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Hooper.]  He  said  timt  he  regarded 
it  as  «  fair  compensation  for  what  might  be  re- 
ceived. He  said  also  that  now  was  an  opportunity 
whicii  we  might  never  have  again  for  enlarging  the 
operations  of  the  navy-yard  atCharlestovi^n.  And 
I  though  that  this  was  very  good  authority  for 
me  to  act  upon  in  the  absence  of  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact.'?.  I  had  no  idea,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, that  I  was  voting  fora  "  swindle"  on 
this  GovernnieiU;  and  yet  the  gentleman  from 
illiuois  comes  forward  and  accuses  me  of  so  vot- 
ing. Why,  sir,  1  called  to  mind  in  giving  my  vote 
that  this  iiavy-yard  lies  just  at  the  foot  of  Bunker 
Hill.  I  remembered,  sir,  that  the  shadows  of  the 
_  shaft  that  rises  on  that  glorified  summit  are  cast 
across  that  ancient  receptacle  of  naval  power;  and 
I  reincmbered  also  that  it  is  ajipropriate  that  the 
operations  of  that  navy-yard  should  be  extended 
BO  as  to  be  made  commensurate  with  tlie  proud 
history  of  that  splendid  State — a  history  that  can 
never  be  forgotten  to  tlie  "  last  syllable  of  recorded 
time." 

Again,  the  gentleman  said  that  I  had  voted  for 
another  "swindle"  in  this  House;  that  I  had 
voted  to  withdraw  nearly  one  liundred  thousand 
dollars  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
for  shells  and  percussion  caps.  I  must  correct  the 
gentleman  in  that  matter.  That  proposition  was 
brought  up  l)y  the  distinguished  member  from 
Petinsylvania,  [Mr.  Moorhead.]  He  moved  that 
the  claim  be  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claims. 
Now,  .sir,  I  knew  nothing  about  that  claim.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  I  am  a  new  member 
upon  this  floor.  I  believe  that  the  proposition 
had  been  before  the  House  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  I  supposed  that  the  Court  of  Claims 
was  the  proper  tribunal  to  investigate  such  claims, 
•  ^nd  I  therefore  voted  for  it.  The  gentleman,  if 
he  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  in  the  record,  will 
find  my  vote  recorded  in  favor  of  referring  t+ie 
claim  to  that  court.  Was  there  anything  im- 
proper in  thati'  Now,  sir,  I  was  somewhat  as- 
tonished that  a  gentleman  of  his  experience  on 
this  floorand  of  his  reputation  forability  through- 
out this  country  should  find  it  necessary,  in 
order  to  defend  his  own  position  before  his  con- 
stitiu'iits  and  tlie  country,  to  come  in  here  and 
mar  my  brief  political  record  of  four  months  upon 
this  floor.  Was  it  necessary  for  him  to  mis- 
repr(,'sent  the  truth  in  order  that  he  might  place 
himself  right  before  the  country?  Tliis  is  the 
fact  in  relation  to  this  case,  and  nothing  more  and 
nothing  less  can  be  made  of  it.  It  is  a  misrepre- 
Ei'iitation  of  facts. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  New 
Ham[).'*hire  to  yield  to  me  for  a  single  momentto 
Say,  MS  1  was  (>ne  of  those  gentlemen  whoenter- 
taitied  doul)ts  originally  asTo  the  propriety  of  the 
jnirchase  of  thi.s  ailditional  ground  at  the  Charles- 
town  navy-yanl ,  that  those  doubts  were  removed 
by  Rul)Siqueni  personal  inspection.  I  have  been 
on  the  ground  since  that  vote  was  taken,  and  I 
not  only  regret  that  a  general  charge  against  itas 
a  swindle  has  been  made  on  the  floor  of  the  House, 
but  I  desire  now  to  say  emphatically  that  after 
that  in.spection  and  after  inquiring  of  gentlemen 
on  the  ground,  I  am  satisfied  that  this  purchase 
was  needed  for  the  use  of  that  navy-yard,  and 
that  the  price  paid  was  as  nearly  what  it  is  worth 
an  Could  possibly  ije  arrived  at  in  almost  any  busi- 
ness transaction  between  man  and  man  for  the 
purchase  of  property. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Sir,  I  may  have  been 
very  generous  and  a  little  too  credulous,  perhaps, 
in  voting  those  apfiropriutions,  but  the  gentleman 
must  pardon  Bomethiug  to  the  fact  that  I  am  a 
novus  homo  on  this  floor.  I  have  but  lately  en- 
tered the  fi(!ld,  sir,  and  may  make  some  mistakes 
in  my  votes  here.  But  the  gentleman  saw  fit  to 
drag  up  my  brief  record  and  hold  it  up  lien;  in  an 
invidious  comparison  with  hi.s  bright  and  glorious 
c.atci'r  of  ten  years  on  thifi  floor;  and  there  let  it 
(Stand.  I  am  willing  Jo  abide  the  judgment  of  my 
P'-.i'i-:!  upon  (hii  door  or  of  my  peins  outside  of 
tliis  House  on  any  vote  whicf)  1  have  cast  or  may 
cast  here.  Sir,  perhaps  after  I  shall  have  had  a 
llUiMTXire  experience  ;n  IcgisJation  I  aUnil  bring 
^tcH  to  acr.ori  ixjoje  exactly  tg  t^c  popular  \ 


standard  of  economy  marked  out  by  the  gentle- 
man, but  until  I  have  had  that  experience  the 
gentleman  must  pardon  any  indiscretion  on  my 
part.     Time  will  cure  all  that. 

All  that  I  have  to  say  in  relation  to  this  matter 
is  simply  this — and  I  wish  to  make  the  remark  as 
a  general  one,  and  as  not  referring  particularly  to 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois — that  if  any  man  on 
this  floor  dares  to  cliarge  me  with  having  willfully 
voted  here  a  corruption  fund,  or  voted  for  a  fraud 
of  !^135,000,  I  hurl  back  the  infamous  charge  witli 
inefiable  scorn  and  contempt  into  his  teeth.  It 
was  an  insult  not  to  myself  alone,  but  to  all  the 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  who  voted  for  that  meas- 
u  re . 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forket, 
its  Secretary,  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed,  without  amendment,  an  act  (H.  R.  C.  C. 
No.  114)  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Wormer; 

An  act  (H.  R.  C.  C.  No.  115)  for  the  relief  of 
Darius  S.  Cole; 

An  act  (H.  R.  C.  C.  No.  116)  for  the  relief  of 
William  G.  Brown;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  373)  to  appointan  appraiser 
and  assistant  appraiser  for  the  port  of  Portland, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Also,  an  act  (H.  R.  No.  287)  to  change  the 
name  of  the  district  and  port  of  Presque  Isle  to 
the  district  and  port  of  Erie,  with  an  amendment, 
in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the  concurrence 
of  the  House. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  to  the  bill  (S.  No.  155)  to  in- 
corporate the  Union  Gas-Light  Company  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

PENITENTIARY  FOR  THE  DISTRICT AGAIN. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  must  con- 
fess, Mr.  Speaker,  that  1  am  somewhat  surprised 
that  my  distinguished  friend  from  New  Hamp- 
shire should,  after  resting  on  it  during  the  night, 
have  come  into  the  House  this  morning  to  deliver 
himself  as  he  has  done  on  the  little  episode  that 
took  place  here  yesterday.  He  need  not  have  told 
us,  .sir,  that  he  was  a  new  member,  because  I 
think  if  he  had  been  a  little  older  member  he 
would  not  have  taken  this  little  matter  quite  so 
much  to  heart.  I  am  sorry  he  is  disturbed.  I  did 
not  intend  to  disturb  him  or  to  reflect  upon  him 
in  any  way. 

But  the  gentleman  will  remember  that  this  is  a 
matter  of  his  own  introduction.  Because  I  saw 
fit  to  oppose  a  bill  proposing  to  lake  out  of  the 
Treasury  ^4,000 — that  pitiful  little  sum — to  buy 
a  steam  fire-engine  for  the  city  of  Washington, 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  addressed 
the  committee  conveying  the  idea  that  I  had  be- 
come very  eloquent  on  a  very  small  matter.  Now, 
sir,  1  never  become  eloquent  on  a  very  small  or  on 
a  very  big  matter. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  wish  to  say,  sir,  that 
I  did  not  speak  of  the  gentleman.  IVly  remark 
was  a  general  one;  and  the  gentlemen  from  Illi- 
nois saw  fit  to  take  it  up  for  reasons  best  known 
to  himself. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  understand 
that,  sir.  Tlie  gentleman  undoubtedly  meant  to 
refer  to  me.  He  does  not  deny  it,  and  he  cannot 
escape  in  that  way.  The  gentleman  insinuated 
that  while  I  grow  eloquent  on  these  very  little 
things  I  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  largest  and 
most  extravagant  appropriations,  and  particularly 
the  ship  canals.  Of  course  that  did  not  mean  me. 
[Laughter.]  I  looked  upon  all  this  very  good- 
naturedly.  I  did  not  suppose  that  there  was  any- 
thing intended  but  as  mere  badinage,  which  I  took 
from  my  distinguished  friend  from  New  Hamp- 
shire with  all  the  grace  and  good  nature  which  he 
and  everybody  else  knows  belongs  to  me.  [Laugh- 
ter.] As  to  the  matter  of  larger  appropriations 
to  which  the  gentleman  referred,  I  thought  it  ap- 
propriate and  just  to  refer  a  little  to  the  record  of 
my  friend,  to  which  he  takes  so  much  exception. 
I  merely  say  to  my  friend,  with  all  my  good  na- 
ture, that  when  I  say  a  thing  iinderstandingly  I 
generally  stand  to  it.  And  notwithstanding  that 
my  distinguished  friend  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Kasson] 
haa,come  to  the  rescue  of  my  no  less  distinguished 
friend  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Patterson,] 
I  intend  to  stand  by  my  position  in  regard  to  this 
Cliarlestown  navy-yard.  I  stand  to-day  just 
wlicre  I  stood  yesterday.  I  saw  that  my  friend 
had  voted — for  what?  He  docs  not  deny  it;  that 


he  had  voted  against  striking  out  an  apinopria- 
tion  of  $135,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  piece  of 
land  for  the  Charlestown  navy-yard,  at  a  price 
that  wasnot  only  extravagant  and  enormous,  but 
that  has  since  been  cliarged  to  have  been  a  "swin- 
dle." I  had  information  about  the  facts  and  I 
tried  to  get  the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  my  information.  When  the  report  of 
the  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  reached  Boston,  a  letter  was  written 
to  me  by  one  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  and  its  statements 
were  afterwards  corroborated  by  the  mayor  of 
Charlestown,  whom  I  saw.  These  men  charged 
in  the  first  place  that  this  piece  of  ground  was  not 
necessary  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  the  navy- 
yard,  and  in  the  second  place  that  the  price  charged 
to  the  Government  was  enormous.    And  why? 

Mr.  SPALDING.  1  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  ask  whether  it  is  in  order  on  this  bill  for  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  to  impeach  the  good  name 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? 

The  SPEAKER.     In  what  respect? 

Mr.  SPALDING.  In  their  recommending  an 
appropriation  to  this  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  is  the  first 
knowledge  I  have  had  that  the  Comniittee  on 
Naval  Affairs  recommended  anything  of  the  kind. 
I  hope  my  friend  from  Ohio,  who  generally  votes 
with  me  on  everything,  will  let  me  go  on. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  In  regard  to  this  appropri- 
ation for  a  navy-yard  I  wish  to  say  to  the  House 
that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  had  the  mat- 
ter before  them  for  two  weeks,  and  carefully  in- 
quired into  the  value  of  this  land.  I  myself,  at 
first,  was  doubtful  in  regard  to  it.  After  that  in- 
quiry we  considered  the  evidence  furnished  to  ua 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  price  was  a  fair  one  for 
this  land,  and  we  recommended  its  purchase. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  wish  the 
gentleman  would  let  me  go  on. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  insist 
on  his  point  of  order? 

Mr.  SPALDING.  My  friend  from  Illinois  re- 
ceived his  letter  from  a  private  individual  which 
he  submitted  to  me.  I  then  said  to  him  that  we 
might  have  been  imposed  upon.  I  still  think  that 
the  price  for  the  land  was  not  too  great. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  makes  a 
point  of  order  he  cannot  argue  the  question. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  withdraw  my  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE^,  of  Illinois.  I  am  glad 
that  the  gentleman  has  withdrawn  his  point  of  or- 
der. He  knows  that  there  was  no  reflection  upon 
him,  upon  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  or 
any  other  committee,  or  upon  any  member  in  this 
House.  But  I  was  just  coming  to  that  point  in 
regard  to  the  value  of  this  land.  A  short  time 
before  this  matter  was  reported  to  the  House  the 
owners  of  this  land  were  not  anxious  to  sell  it, as 
they  had  no  occasion  for  the  money.  But  they 
were  persuaded,  however,  to  sell  it  from  what 
they  considered  the  very  large  price  offered  for 
it,  some  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  I  believe,  at  most  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  whole  land.  Now  the 
Government  comes  in  and  pays  $135,000  for  one 
half  of  it.  Gentlemen  of  the  House  can  judge  for 
themselves  whether,  under  these  facts,  jt  wasnot 
"  a  swindle,"  an  imposition  on  the  Government, 
as  the  people  of  Charlestown  have  charged. 

1  referred  merely  to  the  fact  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  PATTERSOhf]  had  voted 
for  it.  He  had  charged  me,  by  innuendo  at  least, 
with  having  voted  for  large  appropriations,  while 
1  wasgrowing  "  eloquent"  upon  these  little  things. 
In  return  I  pointed  to  him  as  having  voted  for  an 
appropriation  which  I  considered  extravagant  and 
outrageous,  and  that  those  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  subject  had  denounced  as  "  a  swindle." 
So  much  in  regard  to  that. 

In  respect  to  the  other  matter  the  gentleman 
misunderstood  me.  I  am  surprised  that  he  should 
cut  out  a  little  slip  from  the  Morning  Chronicle 
of  the  associated  press  report  and  base  his  re- 
marks on  that.  He  can  see  my  remarks  fully 
reported  in  the  Globe  when  it  comes  up  this  morn- 
ing. He  alleges  that  I  charged  him  with  having 
voted  for  another  swindle.  I  did  not  refer  to  this 
bomb-shell  bill  as  a  swindle.  I  stated  what  I 
beliere  to  be  true,  that  the  bill  for  which  he  voted 
would  in  thecndtake|IOO,OOOoutoftheTreasury. 
That  is  all  there  is  ofthaK 
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Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  lam  surprised  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire,  a  gentleman  ofhis 
distinguished  ability  and  character,  should  come 
in  here  and  make  such  an  ado  over  the  little  affair 
we  had  here  yesterday.  There  was  no  reflection 
on  him.  He  knows  me,  and  knows  that  I  know 
him.  I  know  him  too  well  to  suppose  that  lie 
would  have  been  guilty  of  having  voted  know- 
ingly for  any  swindle.  But  when  he  undertook  to 
challengeTny  votes,  lie  must  have  knoWn  that  with 
the  same  propriety  I  could  challenge  his  votes. 
Of  their  justice  and  propriety  he  is  the  judge. 
He  is  not  responsible  to  me  or  to  my  constituents, 
and  I  am  not  responsible  to  him  or  his  constit- 
uents. 

Mr. PATTERSON.  The  gentleman  disclaims 
any  design  to  charge  me  with  having  voted  for  a 
corruption  fund,  and  I  exonerate  him  fully. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  gentle- 
man never  heard  me  say  "  corruption  fund." 

Mr.  PATTERSON.     Fraud. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  No,  sir;  I 
Raid  he  voted  for  a  matter  since  charged  with 
being  a  swindle. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  I  have  not 
wished  to  interrupt  this  little  discussion,  but  it 
seems  to  me  it  has  gone  far  enough,  and  I  raise 
apoint  of  order  that  the  business  before  the  House 
is  the  bill-  reported  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  sustains  the  point 
of  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  occupy  a  few  mo- 
ments in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  which  has  been  referred  to. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  thought  I  was  en- 
titled to  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  yielded  the 
floor  to  his  colleague,  and  when  his  colleague  had 
concluded  his  reitiarks,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was  not  in  his  seat,  and  the  Chair  assigned  the 
floor  to  another  member. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  to  re- 
lieve the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from 
the  imputation  that  might  possibly  be  cast  upon 
them  that  they  did  not  fully  investigate  the  mat- 
ter of  appropriating  this  j^l35,000for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Charlestown  navy-yard.  It  is  a 
matter  which  has  been  before  the  committee  for 
several  years.  It  had  already  been  examined  and 
recommended  to  us  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.  They  had  before  them,  as  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  had,  Admiral  Smith, 
with  all  the  documents,  maps,  and  plans  neces- 
sary loan  understanding  of  the  case.  If  there  is  an 
lionest  man  anywhere  in  any  of  the  Departments  of 
the  Government  in  reference  to  appropriations  of 
public  money  with  a  view  to  economy  and  the 
true  interests  of  the  country,  in  my  judgment  it 
is  Admiral  Smith.  He  came  before  us  with  all 
his  documents,  and  stated  to  the  committee  that 
more  frontage  was  demanded  for  the  navy  busi- 
ness at  the  navy-yard,  and  that  for  want  of  it 
they  were  constantly  committing  trespasses  upon 
the  rights  and  lands  of  others.  Certain  parties 
had  land  there  to  sell,  and  the  proposition  was 
that  if  they  could  procure  or  purchase  some  other 
adjoining  lands  which  they  did  not  possess,  but 
which  were  wanted,  if  any  were  to  be  purchased, 
the  Government  would  buy  the  entire  parcel  and 
pay  the  proposed  price  for  it.  The  parties  made  an 
iirrangement  by  which  they  purchased  that  other 
lot,  and  they  sold  that  to  the  Government,  as  I 
understand,  for  precisely  or  about  the  same  they 
paid  for  it.  Of  course  they  realized  a  profit  upon 
the  premises  they  owned,  so  far  as  any  increased 
value  was  concerned,  and  I  do  not  now  under- 
Bland  that  they  got  more  for  the  land  than  it  is 
now  worth. 

I  make  this  explanation  in  justification  of  the 
action  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Do  I  un- 
derstand the  gentleman  from  Vermont  to  say  that 
the  parties  sold  that  land  at  the  same  price  thev 
paid  for  it.'  ^  ' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Not  what  they  had  for  some 
time  owned  themselves,  but  what  they  purchased 
in  order  to  accommodate  the  Government 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I '  know 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  knows  something 
about  this  matter,  and  I  desire  tt)  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  if  one  half  of  the  property  bought, 
some  three  months  since,  was  not  sold  to  the  Gov- 
ernment for  mor«  than  they  puid  for  the  whole? 


Mr.  MORRILL.  I  do  not  so  understand,  ex- 
cept by  the  letter  which  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois himself  has  privately  shown  to  me. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  desire  lo  modify 
my  instructions  so  as  simply  to  direct  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  pro- 
priety of  profiosing  a  bill  for  the  erection  of  a 
house  of  correction.  I  do  this  because  I  under- 
stand there  is  a  bill  before  the  committee  relating 
to  that  subject,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  make  my 
instructions  imperative. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  I  will  detain 
the  House  but  a  single  moment.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  this  bill  which  has  been  reported 
from  the  committee  was  also  reported  by  the 
committee  last  year.  Yesterday  was  made  a  sort 
of  gala  day  here,  and  it  seems  to  be  generally 
thought  that  whenever  reports  are  made  from  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  that  is  a 
time  for  everybody  to  make  their  remarks  in  re- 
gard to  the  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
benefit  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  grasp- 
ing disposition  of  the  people  of  the  District  to  get 
everythingthey  can  outoftheGovernment.  Now, 
I  do  not  propose  to  make  any  particular  defense 
of  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  I 
do  ask  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House 
to  recollect  the  fact  that  in  the  short  period  we 
have  had  the  honor  of  sitting  in  Congress,  they 
have  passed  a  law  abolishing  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  that  almost  all  the  prop- 
erty holders  in  the  District  were  slaveholders, 
and  that  they  have  suffered  very  considerably,  if 
not  in  the  way  of  direct  taxation,  yet  in  the  loss 
of  property.  Now,  when  we  propose  to  tax  them 
$1U0,000  for  the  building  of  this  jail  and  peniten- 
tiary, and  the  General  Government  ^150,000,  I 
think  the  proportion  is  fair.  And  notonlyhave  the 
criminal  courts  been  filled  in  consequence  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District,  but  this  has 
been  a  sort  of  "  city  of  refuge"  for  men  who  have 
flocked  here  from  all  quarters. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man a  question. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  wait  a  moment  he  can  then  have  the 
floor.  I  cannot  yield  to  him,  because  the  time  of 
my  colleague  on  the  committee  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Morris]  I  apprehend  is  up,  and  I  desire  to  yield 
the  floor  to  him. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  will  yield  for  a  mo- 
ment to  the  gentleman  from  Iowa. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Steele]  niade  the  remark  that  the 
slaveholders,  who  were  the  owners  of  property 
in  this  District,  had  been  impoverished  by  the 
action  of  the  Government.  1  wish  to  inquire  of 
him  if  it  is  not  the  truth  that  the  real  e.state  of 
these  slaveholders  has  increased  in  value  more 
than  a  hundred  per  cent.,  and  that  these  same 
men  are  richer  now  by  thousands,  if  not  millions, 
than  they  were  before  slavery  was  abolished.  I 
think  the  facts  will  show  that. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  If  I  under- 
stand the  matter,  the  real  estate  of  the  District 
has  only  increased  in  value  just  as  much  as  gold 
has,  and  from  the  same  cause. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  answer  that  every  gen- 
tleman who  has  known  about  property  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  I  have  known  some- 
thing about  it  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  having 
friends  here,  knows  that  those  persons  who  held 
property  here  when  slavery  existed  thought  them- 
selves comparatively  poor,  but  now  regard  them- 
selves as  rich.  I  believe  that  the  Government  be- 
friended them  by  taking  away  slavery  from  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  the  assessments  of  the 
city  will  sustain  my  assertion  that  properly  in  the 
city  is  worth  now,  according  to  the  assessment, 
millions  more  than  it  was  when  slavery  exisled 
here. 

Mr,  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  have  no  disposition 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  at  this  lime. 
My  only  object  is  lo  arrive  at  a  decision,  so  that 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  may 
know  what  is  the  ^ileasure  of  the  House,  and 
what  action  they  desire  the  committee  to  take.  I 
hope  the  question  will  be  taken  on  the  instruc- 
tions offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  [Mr. 
Hubbard.] 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  wish  to  make  a 
single  remark.  I  have  become  satisfied,  from 
all  I  have  heard  upon  this  subject,  and  from  the 
information  1  have  in  regard  to  it,  that  it  is  not 


expedient  for  us  to  build  a  penitentiary  here  at 
the  present  time;  but  I  am  also  satisfied,  on  the 
other  hand ,  that  there  is  some  demand  for  a  house 
of  correction;  and  for  the  purpose  of  having  that 
matter  investigated  by  the  committee  I  have  of- 
fered the  instructions  which  are  now  pending  be- 
fore the  House,  and  I  hope  that  they  may  be 
adopted  by  the  House  in  order  that  the  matter 
may  be  fully  and  fairly  investigated.  I  under- 
stand that  the  adoption  of  these  instructions  by 
the  House  will  in  effect  instruct  the  committee 
that  the  House  is  opposed  to  the  building  of  a 
penitentiary  at  this  time,  and  in  favor,  partially 
at  least,  of  the  building  of  a  house  of  correction. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  The  bill  provides  for 
the  building  of  a  penitentiary,  ajail,  and  a  house 
of  correction.  The  gentleman's  instructions  say 
nothing  about  the  jail. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  will  modify  my 
instructions  so  as  strike  out  both  the  penitentiary 
and  the  jail. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  Well,  if  it  is  under- 
stood that  by  the  adoption  of  these  instructions 
the  House  will  express  its  determination  not  to  au- 
thorize the  building  of  a  penitentiary  and  a  jail,  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  vote  shall  be  taken  now;  I 
am  as  ready  to  take  the  vote  now  as  1  shall  be  at 
any  other  time. 

Mr.  TRACY.  As  the  gentleman  desires  to 
have  this  question  determined  now,  I  withdraw 
my  motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  withdrew 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  on  condition  that 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  make 
that  motion.  I  now  renew  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  Therp  is  one 
verbal  modification  which  should  be  made  in  my 
instructions. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  instructions  have  fallen, 
and  are  not  before  the  House.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Tracy]  has  withdrawn 
the  motion  to  recommit,  and  the  instructions  fall. 
The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washburne]' 
moves  now  lo  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  appeal 
to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  to  withdraw  that 
motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Is  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia.' 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  No,  sir; 
not  on  any  committee  but  one  that  seldom  meets. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  lo  withdraw  his  motion,  and 
let  the  bill  be  recommitted  with  the  instructions 
moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Hub- 
bard,] and  let  that  be  considered  a  test  vote  on 
this  question.  Perhaps  the  House  may  be  pre- 
pared to  vole  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  building  of  a  house  of  correction  for 
juvenile  offenders,  while  it  may  not  be  willing  to 
vote  an  appropriation  for  a  peniteniiary  and  jail. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Johnson]  has  ap- 
pealed to  me  to  yield  the  floor  lo  him  one  moment. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Blaine]  wants 
it  also;  and  therefore  1  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  with- 
draw the  motion  unconditionally.' 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  withdraw 
it  unconditionally  for  that  purpose.    [Laughter.] 

Mr;  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  1  want  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  single  fact 
which,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  has  not  been 
stated  in  this  debate.  During  the  last  Congress 
the  Government  applied  to  this  House  for  per- 
mission lo  use  the  penitentiary  which  formerly 
belonged  to  the  District  of  Columbia.  That  per- 
mission was  granted,  and  this  arrangement  of 
sending  prisoners  to  the  Slate  penitentiaries  was 
made,  and  the  Government  has  been  using  this 
penitentiary  building  as  an  arsenal  ever  since. 

Now,  this  brings  the  question  home  to  us,  as  a 
simple  matter  of  fact,  whether,  before  the  war 
broke  out,  a  penitentiary  was  needed  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  so  much  more  than  it  is  needed 
now,  with  all  this  increased  population  of  a  mixed 
and  various  character.  1  have  not  heard  that  point 
referred  to  by  gentlemen  here.  The  debate  has 
taken  so  wide  a  range  that  I  sufTposed  the  House 
had  forgotten  this,  to  me,  important  fact.  My 
impression  is  that  if  ever  in  the  history  of  this 
city  and  this  District  a  penitentiary  of  very  largo 
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capacity  was  needed  it  is  now,  and  aa  the  Gov- 
oriuiicnt  has  taken  the  old  building  and  is  using 
il  for  the  |iarposes  of  an  arsciial  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  notapprojiriate  a  sufficient  sum  to  build 
another. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  want  to  make 
a  single  explanatory  remark.  I  was  yesterday 
aniong^  those  members  who  opposed  this  appro- 
priation for  the  erection  of  a  [icnilentiary  and 
house  of  correction  together.  The  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  VVashburne]  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
upon  the  table.  This  morning,  in  conversation 
with  iiini,  he  ex]iressed  his  willingness  to  with- 
draw that  motion  and  make  no  opf)osition  if  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  would 
wiiluiraw  this  bill  and  report  another  bill  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  jail  and  house  of  correction. 

The  points  of  objection  to  the  building  of  a 
penitentiary  arc,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  neces- 
sarily involves  a  large  expenditure  of  money,  and 
in  the  second  place,  that  the  convicts  from  thia 
District  can  be  better  taken  care  of  in  northern 
penitentiaries,  and  at  a  vastly  cheaper  rate.  The 
objection  does  not  apply  at  all  lo  tiie  question  of 
erecting  a  liouse  of  correction  for  juvenile  offend- 
ers in  the  District,  and  so  far  as  1  know  the  op- 
position on  this  side  of  the  House  does  not  touch 
that  at  all.  But  tlie  gentleman  who  reported  the 
bill  insists  on  a  vote  on  the  original  proposition, 
and  therefore  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  insists 
on  his  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  The 
understanding  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois withdrew  his  motion  seems  to  have  been 
entirely  lost  sight  of,  and  liencc  the  necessity  of 
renewing  it.  If  the  pro|)osition  for  the  erection 
of  a  penitentiary  be  withdrawji,  1  takeil  that  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  making  an  appropriation 
for  a  house  of  correction  and  new  jail. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  now  renew  my 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  with  instructions  to 
strike  out  all  relating  to  a  penitentiary  and  jail, 
nnd  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  reporting  a 

bill   appropriating    ^ for  the  erection  of  a 

house  of  correction;  and  on  that  1  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  aTEELE,of  NewYork.  I  appeal  to  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  to  yield  to  me  for  a  single 
moment. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  withdraw  the 
previous  question  for  the  jircscnt. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  I  appeal  to  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  to  yield  lo  me  for  a  moment 
to  make  a  statement. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  have 
no  sort  of  feeling  on  this  iTiatter.  it  has  been 
pressed  upon  them  last  year  and  this  year,  be- 
cause of  the  great  importance  of  having  a  peni- 
tentiary and  jail  in  this  District.  All  we  ask  is, 
that  the  House  shall  take  the  responsibility  of 
meeting  the  question  fairly  and  decide  it.  if  the 
House  docs  not  want  to  build  a  penitentiary  and 
jail  here,  the  committee  have  no  desire  they  should 
do  so,  but  only  desire  they  shall  take  the  re- 
aponsibility  of  voting  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  1  renew  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  House  divided;  and  there  were — ayes  63, 
noes  33. 

So  the  bill  was  recoiTimitted  to  the  Cominitlce 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  the  instructions 
indicated. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,of  Iowa,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  just  taken;  and  al.so  moved  that  the  mo- 
lion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ENKOLLEI;  IMLL. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bill.s,  reported  that  they  had  exnniinecl  and  found 
truly  enrolled  an  act  (H.  R.  No.  302)  to  amend 
section  nine  of  the  act  approved  July  17,1802, 
entitled  "An  act  to  define  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  certain  officers  of  the  Army,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  when  the  Speaker  .signed  the 
aannc. 

KKI'ORT   of  ClIAKLES  B.  STUART. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing;,  reported  the  following  resolution,  und 


demanded   the  previous  question    on    its   adop- 
tion: 

Rcsolrcd,  Tliat  five  thnusaiid  copies  of  the  report  of 
Clt;lrle^  I!.  Stuart,  confiilting  ciifriiiocr,  in  reference  to  tlie 
iiiipioveincMt  of  uiUwr  connnunlcalinn  lietwcen  the  (Iiidson 
rivcrand  tlio  lattcsol'the  West  and  Nonliwest,  made  March 
29,  1S6-1,  be  printed  for  tlie  use  ol  lliis  House. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  just  taken;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  hud  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

0.  F.  JOHNSON. 
Mr.  HALE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  C.  F.  Johnson,  of 
Alabama;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  Private  Calendar,  and,  with  the  accompa- 
nying report,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BENJAMIN  GRATZ. 
Mr.  HALE,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Gratz; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and ,  with 
the  accompanying  report,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

nWQH    LEDDY. 

Mr.  HALE,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Leddy;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  was  read  in  exUnso. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  ask  that  the  bill  be  put  on  its 
passage. 

Mr.  ANCONA.     I  object. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  oh  the  Private  Calendar,  and,  with 
the  accompanying  report,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WILLIAM  JESSOP. 

Mr.  HALE,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Jes- 
sup  for  damages  sustained  by  an  encampment 
upon  his  premises  of  several  companies  of  volun- 
teers; which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

JAMES  11.  m'cdlLOCH. 

Mr.  HALE,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  joint  resolution  to  refer  the  case  of 
J.  PI.  McCulloch  to  the  Court  of  Claims;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  en- 
grossed, it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  pas.sed. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  just 
taken;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CHARLES  WILKES. 

Mr.  PRUYN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
rejioried  a  joint  resolution  to  refer  the  case  of 
Charles  Wilkes  to  the  Court  of  Claims;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  WILSON.  What  is  the  nature  of  this 
claim.' 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Itgrows  outof  a  change  in  the 
grade  of  the  streets  in  this  city. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  The  joint  resolution  docs  not 
give  the  courtjurisdiction  if  itlias  not  jurisdiction 
already. 

Tli(!  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  lime;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PRUYN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  joint  resolution  was  passed;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SOLOMON  PARSONS. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  West  Virginia,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  rcjiorted  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Solomon  Piir-^ons;  which  wnH  read  a  first 
and  second  lime. 

The  bill  dirf.'Cts  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  n|ipropriated,  to  Solomon  Parsons,  of 
West  Virginia,  the  sum  of  Jil25  in  full  payment 
of  twenty-four  hundred  pounds  of  beef  furnished 
lo  Ihe  United  States  trocqia  atSt.  George'sstation, 
Virginia,  by  order  of  Captain  Kellogg,  com- 
mander of  the  post. 


Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  would  in- 
quire why  this  amount  was  not  paid  upon  the 
vouchers  given .' 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  West  Virginia.  Because  it 
was  not  reported  by  the  proper  officer  to  the  De- 
partment. The  beef  was  furnished  on  an  emer- 
gency, as  the  certificate  of  the  officer  will  show. 
It  was  called  for  by  a  company  of  Ohio  men  sta- 
tioned at  St.  George's. 

-Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  cannot 
permit  this  bill  to  pass  now,  as  it  is  but  one  of  a 
large  class  of  similar  claims. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A.  S.  CLARK. 

Mr.  HOLMAN,  from  the  Committee  ofClaims, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  A.  S. 
Clark;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  lime. 

The  resolution  directs  the  Postmaster  General 
hereafter,  in  adjusting  the  accounts  of  A.  S. 
Clark,  postmaster  at  Harrison,  Ohio,  to  allow 
him  a  credit  of  $523  69,  being  the  amount  of 
money  and  postage  stamps  taken  from  his  pos- 
session belonging  to  the  United  States  by  the 
rebel  forces  commanded  by  John  H.Morgan,  on 
the  3d  of  July,  ]8G3. 

Mr.  WILSON.  What  proof  had  the  com- 
mittee that  the  money  taken  by  Morgan's  men 
belonged  to  the  United  Stales? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  proof  consisted  in  the 
first  place  of  Clark's  own  affidavit,  very  minute 
in  its  details;  and  also  the  statement  of  the  Post- 
master General  and  the  proper  accounting  officer 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  as  to  the  amount 
of  money  and  postage  stamps  which  were  in  his 
hands  at  the  time.  It  occurs  that  the  two  state- 
ments are  exactly  alike;  that  is,  the  statement  of 
Clark  himself  in  regard  to  the  matter  is  fully  cor- 
roborated by  the  statement  of  the  Department. 

The  amount  of  money  taken  is  reasonably  well 
determined  by  two  citizens  of  Harrison  living 
there  at  the  time.  Clark,  at  the  time  of  the  ap- 
proach of  Morgan's  men,  was  at  dinner.  As  soon 
as  he  heard  that  the  rebels  were  approaching  he 
rushed  to  his  office,  seized  the  money  and  the 
postage  stamps,  and  endeavored  to  escape  by  the 
backdoor.  Tliefactof  the  taking  possession  of  the 
office,  and  the  seizure  of  the  money  and  stamps, 
is  established,  the  committee  say ,  with  reasonable 
certainty.  They  do  not  pretend  that  il  is  estab- 
lished with  that  absolute  certainty  that  a  case  dif-. 
fering  from  this  in  character  might  admit  of. 
-  I  would  state  further  that  Mr.  Clark,  the  post- 
master, is  well  known  by  several  gentlemen  upon 
both  sides  of  the  line,  the  town  of  Harrison  being 
upon  the  boundary.  The  committee  have  been 
led  to  believe,  from  the  testimony  before  them, 
that  there  is  a  reasonable  certainty  that  he  had 
the  amount  of  money.  It  is  an  absolute  certainty 
that  whatever  money  he  had  was  taken,  and  that 
he  ought  to  have  had  this  amount  of  money  and 
postage  stamps  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  understand  there  is  no  proof 
how  much  money  he  had  upon  hie  person  at  the 
tiine  the  rebels  took  it  away  from  him. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  No,sir;  no  positivecvidence 
as  to  the  exact  amount.  Tlie  amount  he  had  in 
his  hands  is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Postmas- 
ter General.  Mr,  Clark's  own  statement  is  very 
minute. 

The  case  conies  within  the  well-known  princi- 
ple that  where  a  person  loses  property  under  such 
circumstances,  even  in  private  transactions,  that 
the  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  loss  must 
be  with  himself  alone;  that  for  the  purpose  of  es- 
tablishing the  amount  his  own  affidavit  may  be 
received.  The  gentleman  will  remember  that  that 
princi|)lc  is  well  established  in  ordinary  contro- 
versies between  citizen  nnd  citizen. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Docs  Mr.  Clark  state  the 
amount? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  He  makes  a  minute  and  ex- 
act statement. 

I  am  not,  as  gentlemen  very  well  know,  very 
much  inclined  to  regard  private  claims  against  the 
Government  favorably,  but  i  regard  the  facts  in 
this  case  as  well  established  by  evidence  as  prob- 
ably in  any  case  brought  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee  ofClaims. 

Mr.  HARDING,  i  desire  to  .say  that  a  va- 
riety of  petitions  have  been  pre.-jcnted  exactly  cov- 
ering the  case  which  the  gentleman  has  brought 
up  here  to-day.    All  of  thoso  petitions  have  been 
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refcri'pd  to  llic  CommiUec  on  the  Post'^ffice  and 
Post  Roads.  That  committee  have  instructed 
me  to  report  a  bill  covering  all  such  cases.  If 
the  genllcmnn  will  yield  for  me  to  introduce  my 
bill,  which  I  have  been  waiting  to  report  for  sc;v- 
eral  days,  it  will  exactly  meet  his  case  and  every 
similar  case.  I  propose  to  offer  it  as  a  substitute 
for  his  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  That  cannot  be  done  under 
the  rules.  You  cannot  substitute  a  general  bill 
for  a  private  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  cannot  be  done  under 
the  rules. 

Mr.  HARDING.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  will  be  satisfied  himself,  when  lie  looks 
into  the  number  of  cases  of  this  character,  that  it 
is  nltogctjier  improper  to  take  them  up  separately 
and  legislate  upon  them.  There  are  various  well- 
established  cases  where  postmasters  have  been 
robbed;  and  I  have  prepared  a  bill,  which  I  have 
been  instructed  to  report,  which  meets  all  these 
cases,  referring  them  to  the  Postmaster  General 
for  settlement;  and  when  the  evidence  is  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  him  that  a  postmaster  has  been 
robbed  in  any  case,  ho  is  authorized  to  give  him 
credit  for  the  amount  of  which  he  may  have  been 
robbed.  It  is  altogether  improper  to  take  up  any 
separate  case  and  legislate  upon  it  now.  While 
there  may  be  an  individual  or  two  in  Indiana  who 
has  suffered  in  this  way,  the  raids  in  my  State 
have  been  so  repeated  and  frequent  that  there 
are,  perhaps,  fifty  cases  there  to  every  one  case 
in  his  State.  The  bill  which  I  desire  to  present 
has  been  prepared  under  the  special  recommend- 
ation of  the  Postmaster  General;  and  it  will  cm- 
brace  the  case  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  as 
well  as  other  cases,  referring  the  whole  matter, 
however,  to  the  Postmaster  General  for  him  to 
settle  and  allow  credit  when  the  evidence  is  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  him  that  the  postmaster  has  been 
robbed. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  shall  certainly  give  my 
very  ccM-dial  support  to  the  gentleman's  bill  when 
it  is  properly  before  the  House.  I  am  not  re- 
porting anything  that  runs  counter  to  the  gentle- 
man's bill. 

Mr.  HARDING.     Then  let  me  report  it  now. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  have  not  the  slightest  ob- 
jection, but  it  cannot  be  substituted  for-  this  bill, 
as  the  Chair  has  stated,  for  this  is  a  private  bill. 
This  claimant  brings  himself  clearly  within  the 
rule  that  the  House  has  established  in  its  action 
on  this  subject.  This  bill  creates  only  another 
argument  in  favoroftlie  very  bill  which  my  friend 
will  report.  I  trust  that  an  cxccfUion  will  not 
be  made  in  this  particular  case.  I  admit  the  ne- 
cessity and  propriety  of  general  legislation  on  this 
subject.  Let  us  pass  a  general  bill;  but  in  the 
meantime,  if  parties  have  brought  themselves 
within  the  rule  of  Congres.<!theirclaims  ought  not 
to  be  deferred. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  whether  the  jiostmaster  referred  to 
has  settled  his  accounts  and  been  obliged  to  pay 
this  money  ? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Yes,  sir,  he  has  paid  the 
money  to  the  Department;  and  all  I  am  proposing 
is  that  hereafter,  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts 
for  the  money  which  he  may  receive  as  post- 
master, he  shall  be  allowed  the  amount  of  money 
which  he  has  been  compelled  to  pay  over. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  I  submit  that  this  bill  makes  an 
appropriation,  and  must  have  its  first  consideration 
in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  an  appropriation  bill. 
.  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  Itauthor- 
izcs  an  appropriation. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  sum  would  come  out 
of  the  Post  Office  revenues,  which  are  appropri- 
ated in  a  specific  appropriation  bill.  This  is  not, 
therefore,  an  appropriation  bill,  under  the  usage 
of  the  House.   . 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  must  insist  now  on  the 
previous  qu(!stion  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pctinsy  I  vania.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  not  do  that,  after  he  has  snid  all 
that  he  desiic.s  to  siiyaiid  no  gentleman  has  been 
heard  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  HARDING.  If  it  is  in  order  I  move  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Conmiittce  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  ordcrduring  the 
demand  for  the  prcyious  question. 


Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  yield  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  very 
evident  that  we  are  to  have  a  great  many  claims 
of  this  character.  I  look  occasion  in  the  last  Con- 
gress to  speak  against  the  introduction  of  special 
pension  bills,  because  it  is  impossible  for  this 
House  to  undertake  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  each 
particular  case,  and  the  passage  of  such  special 
bills  depends  more  upon  the  fact  whether  the  par- 
ties have  a  Representative  on  the  floor  here  to  ad- 
vocate their  claims,  than  it  does  on  the  particukir 
merits  of  the  claim.  I  am,  therefore,  opposed  to 
all  these  spcciak  bills.  We  can  reach  all  these 
cases  by  general  measures,  and  1  favor  the  course 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  this  bill 
should  liavc  precedence  over  man)' other  cases  of 
a  similar  character,  and  I  therefore  move  that 
this  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  thcWholc 
on  the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  did  not  yield  the  floor  for 
any  such  purpose.  I  yielded  it  to  the  gentleman 
as  an  act  of  courtesy. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  Can  I. get 
the  floor  for  any  purpose  without  having  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Not  within  my  hour,  and  I 
shall  move  the  previous  question  before  the  hour 
expires. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvauia.  That  is  a 
very  accommodating  rule. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  do  not  desire  to  debate  the 
subject,  as  no  gentleman  can  have  a  doubt  of  its 
being  a  meritorious  case.  I  therefore  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  question  being  on  seconding  the  previous 
question, 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Mallory 
and  Ortii  were  appointed. 

The  House  divicJed;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  80,  noes  14. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  its  operation 
the  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  rend  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California,  moved  that  the  joint 
resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table;  and  called  for 
tellers  on  the  motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Colk,  of 
California,  and  Eldridge  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  23,  noes  79.  , 

So  the  House,  refused  to  lay  the  jointresolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOLPvIAN  moved  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yea's  86,  nnys  30;  as  follows: 

YEAS— MopsfK.  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Jolin  D.  r.nld- 
win,  BlniiK;,  IJIiss,  Boyd,  James  S.  Blown,  VVilliaiii  (J. 
Blown,  Cli.-uiler,  Aiiil)ro!-c  W.  Clark,  Clay,  Colib,  Cox, 
Cravens,  Diioii,  Drifg^,  Dinnont,  Eldridge,  Uliot,  EiiRlisli, 
Finck,  Glider,  Griniu'll.  Ilalc-,  llarrinntoii,  lioliiian,  Iloicli- 
kiss,  AkUipI  W.  lluhliard,  William  Joliiison,  Julian,  Kalh- 
flciscli,  Kcllcy,  Eraiicis  VV.  K<dlo};g,  Keriiau,  Law,  l-(nig, 
Lontryear,  Mallory,  Maicy,  Marvin",  ftlcAllistcr,  McBride, 
McCluig,  McOowcll,  Middlcton,  William  II,  Miller,  James 
U,  Morrie,  Morrison,  LcinianI  Mvcrs.  Nidson,  Cliark's 
O'Neill,  John  O'Neill,  Patterson,  I'cndlcton,  I'crliain,l'il(r, 
PoniRioy,  Price,  I'ruyn,  Sainiicl  J,  llamlall,  William  II. 
Uaiulall,  Alexander  II.  Kice,  Kol)insoii,  Kog(-r!i,  Boss,  Sootf, 
Sniitliors,  Jolin  B.  Steele,  William  (i.  .Sieele,  Stroiise, 
Stuart,  Sweat,  Thayer,  't'hoiiias,*Van  Valkcnlniigli,  Voor- 
hees,  William  B.  Wa.Mibnrn,  Welwler,  Whalev,  Wheeler, 
ChiUoii  A,  White,  Joseph  W-  White,  Wilder,  Wiiidoni, 
Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood,  and  Yeainaii — 80. 

NAYS— Messrs.Willlam'J,  Allen,  Allisini,  Aiieoiia,  An- 
derson, Baxter,  BoiaweIl,Broomall,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cole, 
Dawson,  Frank,  Harding,  IJerriok,  John  II.  Iluhhard, 
Philip  Johnson,  iCasson,  Moorliead,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Orlh,  John  II.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Kullins,  Scofictld, 
Shannon,  Spaldina,  'I'raev,  Upson,  Elihu  B.  Wailiburnc, 
Williams,  and  Wilson— 3U, 

So  the  joint  resolution  was  passed. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  joint  resolution  was  ])assed;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ntKSIDKNT'S  MKSSliNOEIl. 

Mr.  WINDOM,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  an  adversu  report  on  the  petition  of 


Louis  Burgdorf,  praying  compensation  for  ser- 
vices as  messenger  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

CUIKRS  AND  BAILIFFS. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Commiltco  on  the 
Judiciary,  presented  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  E.  M.  Denison  and  others,  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  criers  and  bailiffs,  for  iiicrear;ed 
compensation  for  their  services;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

JESSE  WILLIAMS. 

Mr.  THAYER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jesse  Williams;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time. 

The  bill  directs  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  to  issue  a  patent  to  Jesse  Wil- 
liams, of  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  for  the  west 
half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  a  section  of  land 
in  the  State  of  Iowa;  provided  that  no  rights  ac- 
quired by  other  persons  shall  be  thereby  alTected. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  report. 

The  report  was  read. 

Mr.  THAYER.  The  House  has  been  very 
attentive  to  the  reading  of  the  report,  and  as  the 
facts  are  fully  set  forth  in  it  I  have  nothing  fur- 
ther to  say,  except  to  state' that  I  am  ready  to 
answer  any  question  that  may  be  asked  of  me. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  THAYER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Eiu-olled 
Bills,  reported  as  truly  enrolled  bijls  of  ihe  fol- 
lowing titles;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the  same: 

An  act  (H.  R.  C.  C.  No.  114)  for  the  relief  of 
Diiniel  Wormer; 

An  act  (II.  R.  C.  C.  No.  H5)  for  the  relief  of 
Darius  S.  Cole; 

An  act  (H.  R.  C.  C.  No.  IIG)  for  the  relief  of 
William  G.  Brown;  and 

A  n  act  (H.  R.  No.  373)lo  appoint  an  appraiser 
and  assistant  H|)praiser  for  the  port  of  Portland, 
and' for  other  purposes. 

MAJOR  N.  11.  m'lEAN. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting,  in  cotupliancc  with  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  4lh  instant, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to 
Major  N.  H.  McLean. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  that  the  papers  be 
referred  to  the  Committecon  Military  Ail'airs, and 
also  that  they  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TARIFF. 
Mr.  MOORHEAD,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, submitteci 
a  report  on  the  lai-ifl^;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

RKPUESl'INTATIVES   OF  JAMES  KEENAN. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  liy  luianiinous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Ail'airs,  repoited  a 
joint  resolution,  accompanied  by  n  report,  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  repres(;tUatives  of  James  Keeiutn, 
deceased,  late  consul  at  Huug  Kong,  China;  which 
was  laiii  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OKANT  OF  LANDS  TO  IOWA. 

Mr.  ALLISON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  lands  lo  the  State 
of  Iowa  ill  alternate  sections  for  the  construction 
of  railroads  in  said  State;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  recommitted  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

AaillCULTUUAL  COLLEGES. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  btKsine.-^s. 

The  SPIlAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness, the  morning  hour  having  expired,  is  the 
consideration  of  the  special  order,  being  Senate 
bill  No.  ]'J,  exiending  Ihe  lime  within  which  the 
States  and  Territories  may  accept  the  grant  of 
huida  made  by  the  act  cntitl«d  "An  act  donating 
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public  lands  to  tlie  several  States  and  Territories 
which  may  provide  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agri- 
culture and  the  mechanic  arts,"  approved  July 
2, 186:2,  to  which  several  ainenilnientsare  pending. 

i\lr.  IIOLMAN.  Thenmendments  which  have 
been  proposed  to  liie  bill  have  been  printed  with 
the  bill,  and  laid  upon  the  desks  of  members. 
One  is  an  amendment  submitted  by  myself,  and 
the  others  are  amendments  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Washburne,]  and  the 
gentleman  from  Minnesota,  [Mr.  Windom.]  For 
the  purpo.se  of  covering  the  whole  ground,  with- 
out designating  Indiana  or  any  particular  State,  I 
will  submit  a  substitute. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  move 
Q  Kul>.slitute  for  the  whole  bill.' 

Mr.HOL.MAN.  No, sir.  My  pending  amend- 
ment is  us  follows: 

Profiilcd,  howcfer,  Tliat  the  State  or  Indiana,  instead  of 
appropriating  liie  land,  land  scrip, or  ilie  proceeds  thereof, 
to  wliicli  lliat  Slate  sliall  be  entitled  by  accepting  the  pro- 
visions lit'  siiul  act,  to  the  purposes  specified  in  said  act, 
may,  in  llie  discretion  of  its  Legislature,  apply  the  same  to 
llie  education  of  orplian  childrtn  of  soldiers  and  seamen  of 
said  Slate  who  liav<!  died  or  may  liereaftiT  die  from  wounds 
received  or  sickness  cunlraetcd  in  the  line  of  duty  while  in 
the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  present  war,  in  such  maimer  as  the  said  Legislature 
may  provide,  it  being  the  intention  of  this  provision  to  en- 
able the  said  Stare  to  apply  the  land,  land  scrip,  or  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof  to  either  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  but  to  no 
other  purpose  whatsoever;  and  if  applied  to  the  purpose 
specified  in  the  act  aforesaid,  it  is  not  intended  by  this  pro- 
vision to  relieve  tho  State  from  any  of  the  conditions  of 
said  act. 

I  withdraw  that  amendment, and  for  it  propose 
the  following: 

Proi'ided,  however.  That  any  State  or  Territory,  instead 
ofappri>prialinglheland,landscrip,nrthe  proceeds  thereof, 
to  which  such  State  or  Territory  has  or  shall  become  en- 
titled liy  accepting  the  provisions  of  said  act,  to  the  pur- 
poses therein  spieified,  may,  In  the  discretion  of  its  Legis- 
lature, apply  the  same  or  any  [)art  thereof  to  the  support  and 
edncgtioii  of  orphan  children  of  soldiers  and  seamen  of  such 
State  or  Territory,  who  have  died  or  may  hereafter  die  from 
wounds  received  or  sicttness  contracted  in  the  line  of  duty 
while  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
during  the  present  war,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature 
of  such  Stale  or  Territory  shall  provide,  it  beingthe  inten- 
tion of  this  provision  to  enable  any  State  or  Territory  to 
apply  the  land,  land  scrip,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  either 
ofthe  purposes  aforesaid,  but  to  no  other  purpose  whatever  ; 
and  if  applied  to  the  purposes  specified  in  tlie  act  aforesaid 
tlie  provisions  lliereol'shall  be  strictly  complied  with. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  on  the 
amendmeiUofMr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  to  in- 
sei't  Illiiioi.s.. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
is  not  in  his  .seat,  and  if  my  substitute  be  adopted 
his  amendment  becomes  unnecessary.  I  have 
withdrawn  my  original  amendment.  If  the  House 
be  not  willing  to  adopt  ageneral  proposition, em- 
bracing all  the  States,  I  shall  again  submit  my 
original  proposition. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  withdraws 
liisoriginul  pro[)ositioii,tlien  theamendmentof  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washburne]  falls. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  had  forgot- 
ten that  tills  bill  had  been  madeaspecial  order  for 
this  day.  I  trust  a  motion  so  important  as  that 
now  i)roposed  will  receive  at  least  the  attention 
and  earnest  consideration  of  the  few  gentlemen 
now  ])reKent.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  on  so  sim- 
ple a  proposition  as  this,  a  mere  proviso  to  a 
pro]ier  but  unimfiorlant  bill  of  the  Senate,  the 
whole  system  upon  which  public  lands  were 
granted  for  the  establishment  of  agricultural  col- 
leges, with  a  view  to  the  instruction  of  the  indus- 
trial classes  of  the  country,  is  to  be  narrowed  and 
confined  merely  to  those  who,  unfortunately, 
happen  to  be  the  orphans  of  men  who  have  fallen 
during  the  piesent  war.  I  do  notundersland  that 
the  orplian  children  of  those  who  have  fallen  dur- 
ing the  present  war  arc  excluded  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  original  act.  They  are  certainly 
those  who  will  be  most  likely  to  receive  some 
benefit  from  the  law  as  it  now  stands. 

This,  sir,  was  an  a|)propriation  originally  made 
for  a  great  and  benevolent  object.  It  was  for  the 
improvement  of  the  great  industrial  classes  of  our 
people  engaged  in  agriculture  and  the  mechanic 
arts,  to  enable  them  to  get  in  this  way  a  solid, 
practical,  and  substantial  education,  and  to  get  it 
wIh-u  thi'y  could  not  in  any  other  way,  because 
of  the  cost  of  the  claasienl  schools  of  the  country. 
I  rise  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
proposition  now  submitted  for  the  withdrawal  of 
theproceedfj  of  that  grant  and  diverting  it  to  any 
purpose  theSiatesinay  H<;e  fit.  It  ia  now  national 
III  it8  scope  and  ought  not  to  become  local.     1 


trust  the  agricultural  and  mechanical  interests  of 
the  country,  having  been  for  once  acknowledged, 
are  not  to  be  ignored  and  set  aside  at  so  early  a 
day.  If  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  desires  to 
make  an  appropriation  for  this  particular  class, 
let  him  bring  in  a  separate  bill  properly  matured, 
so  that  we  may  consiiler  it  upon  its  special  mer- 
its, and  then  he  will  encounter  less  opposition.  I 
trust  we  are  not  to  give  tlie  donation  already  made, 
and  so  worthily  made,  and  upon  which  several 
States  have  already  acted,  establishing  agricul- 
tural colleges,  which  are  now  in  successful  oper- 
ation, a  side-blow  to  destroy  them  in  this  way, 
though  one  or  more  States  should  ask  it,  and  I 
do  not  understand  that  any  State  yet  has  so  asked. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  trust,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the 
House  is  not  prepared  to  interfere  with  the  action 
of  Congress  appropriating  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  for  the  purpose  of  agricultural  educa- 
tion. This  was  a  portion  of  the  public  domain 
set  apart  for  the  express  purpose  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  agricultural  science  of  the  country 
and  of  the  mechanic  arts.  It  was  a  national  meas- 
ure, and  national  property  was  appropriated  for 
that  purpose.  And  if  we  are  to  authorize  one 
State  to  divert  their  portion  of  this  fund  to  another 
object,  another  State  will  come  here  asking  us 
to  permit  it  to  divert  theirs  to  another  object, 
and  another  to  another  object;  and  in  this  way 
we  shall  defeat,  to  a  great  extent,  the  purpose  of 
Congress  in  passing  the  bill. 

Now,  I  submit  to  my  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
HoLMAN,]  and  to  all  others  who  are  in  favor  of 
this  proposed  amendment,  that  the  orphans  of 
soldiers  and  sailors  who  die  in  battle  arc  now  en- 
titled, if  that  State  shall  determine  that  that  par- 
ticular class  of  persons  are  more  deserving  than 
any  other,  to  receive  the  benefits  of  that  act. 
They  may,  if  they  see  proper,  provide  that  that 
class  shall  exclusively  enjoy  the  benefits  of  this 
education.  All  we  ask  is  that  this  public  prop- 
erty so  appropriated  shall  be  applied  in  good  faith 
to  the  benefit  of  agricultural  education. 

Sir,  there  is  no  more  important  branch  of  ed- 
ucation certainly  than  thatrelating  to  agriculture, 
and  there  is  no  better  service  that  can  be  rendered 
by  the  State  of  Indiana,  orany  other  State,  to  the 
orphan  children  of  those  falling  in  battle  than  to 
give  them  a  scientific  agricultural  education.  It 
is  the  great  interest  of  the  country.  It  is  the  best 
education  you  can  provide  for  these  orphan  chil- 
dren. If  the  State  of  Indiana,  therefore,  choose 
to  provide  that  this  class  of  orphans  shall  have 
the  |ir(  lei  ence  over  all  others  in  reaping  the  ben- 
efits of  this  appropriation,  they  have  a  perfect 
right  so  to  do;  but  1  protest  against  this  proposed 
legislation  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  divert  this 
fund  from  the  great  object  for  which  it  was  origin- 
ally intended.  It  breaks  in  upon  the  consistency 
of  the  system  when  we  allow  a  gentleman,  for  the 
purpose  of  popularity,  or  for  any  other  purpose, 
to  divert  this  fund  to  any  other  object  than  that 
for  which  it  has  been  set  apart.  And  if  you  give 
that  privilege  to  one  State  there  will  be  no  end  to 
the  scramble  that  will  take  place  in  Congress 
upon  this  subject. 

It  is  certainly  the  part  of  wisdom,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  that  we  should  keep  the  law  upon  this 
subject  as  it  now  stands;  and  if,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  authorities  of  any  State,  one  class  of  per- 
sons is  more  meritorious  than  any  other,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  law  to  prevent  them  from  enjoying 
the  benefits  of  this  appropriation  of  land  exclu- 
sively. If  any  State  thinks  jiroper  to  entitleany 
portion  of  its  citizens  to  enjoy  this  exclusive 
privilege,  it  ia  perfectly  competent  for  them  to 
do  so.  But  let  us  not  here  in  the  national  Con- 
gress divert  this  fund  from  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  originally  intended. 

I  hope  all  these  amendments,  therefore,  will  be 
voted  down.  It  is  perfectly  right  that  the  time 
fixed  by  law  for  the  acceptance  of  this  grant 
should  be  extended.  If  any  State  has  not  hith- 
(M'to  been  in  a  situation  to  avail  itself  of  the  bene- 
fits of  this  law,  it  oughtto  have  the  limecxtended 
to  enable  it  to  do  so.  But  1  repeat  that  I  do  ob- 
ject to  the  legislation  now  proposed,  the  effect  of 
which  will  be  to  destroy  the  great  object  we  had 
in  passing  the  original  bill. 

My  own  State  has  now  in  successful  operation 
an  ngrieuliural  college  where  we  ediicalea  young 
man  for  ^lOOa  year.  We  board  them  and  furnish 
tlicm  with  the  best  instruction  the  country  affords 
in  all  brunches  of  un  agricultural,  scientific  edu- 


cation, as  well  as  a  practical  knowledge  of  agri- 
culture. 

Now,  I  submit  to  my  friend  from  Indiana 
whether  his  State  can  do  better  than  to  provide 
an  education  for  the  orphan  children  of  soldiers 
and  seamen  who  may  be  slain  in  battle  at  that 
low  price.  That  is  much  better  than  to  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  directly  to  them,  especially 
when  it  will  result  in  so  much  benefit  to  the  ag- 
ricultural interests  ofthe  State. 

1  hope,  therefore,  that  the  time  for  accepting 
this  grant  will  be  extended,  and  that  these  amend- 
ments will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  rise  simply  for  the  pur- 
pose of  entering  my  protest  against  diverting  these 
lands  from  the  ))urpose  Congress  had  in  viewr 
in  making  the  original  grant.  That  object  was 
the  benefit  of  the  great  agricultural  interests  of 
the  country.  I  do  not  know  a  moi'e  laudable  ob- 
ject. And  we  ought  to  hold  these  lands  in  good 
faith  for  that  purpose.  If  we  commence  under 
these  specious  and  plausible  pretexts  to  divert 
them  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  soldiers 
who  have  been  killed  in  battle  in  one  portion  of 
the  country,  what  is  to  prevent  a  further  diver- 
sion for  any  other  charitable  object? 

If  it  be  necessary  to  institute  and  organize 
schools  and  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  the  off- 
spring of  our  gallant  soldiers,  let  us  have  an  ori- 
ginal bill  for  that  purpose;  I  will  give  it  my  hearty 
support.  But  do  not  let  us  do  injusticg  to  the 
laboring  classes  of  our  country;  do  not  let  us 
divert  from  them  the  means  of  acquiring  a  whole- 
some education,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  these 
lands  forany  other  purpose  whatever.  I  ask  the 
attention  of  both  sides  of  the  House  to  the  sub- 
iect,  for  it  is  only  necessary  that  the  vote  should 
be  given  understandingly  to  put  down  this  project 
decidedly. 

Ml-.  HOLMAN.  If  this  general  proposition 
does  not  meet  the  approval  of  the  House  I  hope 
at  least  that  such  -States  as  may  desire  the  bene- 
fits of  this  provision  may  be  permitted  to  liave 
it.  I  am  unable,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  speak 
for  other  States.  I  believe  I  understand  what  are 
the  views  and  wishes  of  my  constituents  upon 
the  subject,  and  I  think  I  know  what  would  be 
the  wishes  ofthe  people  generally  of  the  State  of 
Indiana.  .But  of  course  I  cannot  speak  for  gen- 
tlemen representing  any  other  State,  or  their  con- 
stituents. 

In  submitting,  however,  this  general  proposi- 
tion, applicable  alike  to  all  States  and  Territories 
in  lieu  ofthe  proposition  as  it  originally  stood,  I 
sought  to  recommend  the  measure  to  the  favor  of 
gentlemen  who  might  oppose  different  policy  for 
the  several  States.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
talks  about  the  question  of  good  faith.  There  is 
no  question  of  faith  at  all  involved  in  this  mat- 
ter. There  is  no  agricultural  college  the  rights 
of  which  are  to  be  impaired.  In  any  event,  it  is 
purely  discretionary  with  the  Legislature  whether 
they  can  appropriate  the  lands  better  to  the  found- 
ing of  agricultural  colleges  than  to  the  mainten- 
ance and  education  of  that  large  class  of  children 
that  must  be  thrown  upon  either  the  justice  of 
the  States  and  nation  or.upon  the  charity  of  the 
country.  For  one,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  throw- 
ing this  class  of  children,  daily  becoming  more 
numerous,  upon  mere  public  charity.  I  wish  to 
sec  them  placed  in  a  position  that  they  shall  re- 
ceive what  they  have  a  right  to  demand,  justice 
at  the  hands  of  the  several  States,  equality  of  ed- 
ucation with  all  the  other  children  of  the  country. 

I  do  not  know  that  Congress  can  understand 
the  interests  of  any  particular  State  so  well  as  her 
Legislature.  I  do  not  understand  that  half  a 
dozen  or  a  dozen  gentlemen  representing  a  great 
State  can  understand  as  well  the  interest  of  that 
State  and  the  purposes  to  which  these  lands 
should  be  applied  as  the  two  or  three  hundred 
gentlemen  com  posing  the  State  Legislature,  drawn 
together  from  every  community  within  the  limits 
of  that  State.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  appropri- 
ation of.ihesc  lands  to  the  endowment  of  agricul- 
tural colleges  will  ever  amount  to  anything.  We 
have  seen  something  of  the  result  of  attempts  to 
found  literary  institutions  through  the  patronage 
of  State  and  national  Governments.  We  have 
seen  one  tenth  part  of  the  same  amount  of  ex- 
penditure, under  private  control,  produce  bene- 
ficial results  great  in  comparison  with  the  bene- 
fits received  through  the  agency  of  these  State 
and  national  institutions 
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The  people  have  a  right  to  demand,  so  far  as 
the  elements  of  education  are  concerned,  a  uni- 
versality of  the  principle.  Buttheestablisiiment 
of  one  or  two  of  these  colleges  in  a  State  must 
always  result  to  the  advantage  of  those  who  least 
need  the  fostering  care  of  the  Government.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Hale]  talks 
about  the  benefit  agricultural  colleges  are  to  be- 
stow, whereby  through  the  expenditure  of  $100 
a,  year  an  agricultural  education  is  to  be  obtained. 

But  you  will  have  in  every  State  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  these  children  whp  ought  to 
be  regarded  as  the  children  of  the  nation,  who 
never  will  receive,  unless  it  be  at  the  hand  of  the 
nation,  the  benefits  of  that  elementary  education 
which  will  fit  them  for  either  an  agricultural  col- 
lege or  any  other ccfllege.  In  my  own  State  the 
amount  of  this  grant  will  be  three  hundred  and 
ninety  thousand  acres,  I  can  see  wgll  many 
modes  by  which  an  intelligent  Legislature  can 
apply  that  land  to  the  benefitand  supportof  those 
children;  but  I  see  but  little  benefit  either  to  a 
State  at  large  or  to  the  more  deserving  population 
by  the  endowmentof  colleges  of  any  kind.  Such 
institutions  should  be  left  to  private  enterprise, 
but  the  elements  of  education  should  be  universal, 
and  furnished  by  the  governments  of  the  several 
States  as  a  matter  of  universal  concern. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Hale] 
says  the  Legislature  may  appropriate  these  lands 
to  the  especial  benefit  of  the  children  of  deceased 
soldiers,  and  can  do  so  consistently  with  thepre-s- 
ent  law.  If  the  gentleman  is  correct,  that  accom- 
plishes the  end  which  is  proposed  by  this  amend- 
ment. What  objection,  then, exists  toil?  But  I 
apprehend  my  friend  is  mistaken.  But  there  can 
be  noargumentagainst  the  amendment  if  the  same 
power  can  be  exercised  under  the  existing  law. 
I  think  the  gentleman,  however,  is  mistaken  about 
that,  and  I  think  that  these  children  will  have 
ceased  to  be  able  to  receive  the  benefits  of  our 
bounty  or  our  justice  long  before  these  agricul- 
tural colleges  will  be  able  to  disseminate  any  of 
theirblessings  throughout  the  country.  You  have 
got  to  appropriate  these  lands  directly;  you  have 
got  to  predicate  upon  them  State  credit  in  some 
shape  or  form  to  make  this  fund  available,  and 
these  children  of  the  nation  now  demand  its  care 
and  its  protection.  Sir,  I  repel  here  any  intimation 
coming  from  any  quarter,  that  this  measure  is 
either  brought  forward  or  will  be  supported  with 
a  view  to  any  unworthy  popular  motives.  1 
simply  ask  that  the  State  of  Indiana  and  other 
Stales,  if  their  Legislatures  think  that  they  can 
better  appropriate  these  lands  for  the  support  and 
education  of  the  orphan  children  of  the  gallant 
dead  of  this  war,  may  devote  these  lands  to  that 
purpose  instead  of  devoting  them  to  the  endow- 
ment of  agricultural  ;;oIleges;  that  they  may  do 
either  the  one  or  the  other  as  their  own  judgment 
may  suggest  or  their  local  interests  require. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  of  my  colleague.  There  is  a 
peculiar  reason,  so  far  as  my  State  is  concerned, 
why  this  amendment  should  be  adopted,  and  it 
may  not  be  equally  applicable  to  States  repre- 
sented by  othergentlemen. 

A  few  years  ago,  when  this  appropriation  of 
lands  was  made,  the  act  making  the  appropriation 
required  that  it  should  be  accepted  within  two 
years  of  the  date  of  the  act.  Many  of  the  States 
have  accepted  the  benefits  of  that  act  in  accord- 
ance witli  the  original  enactment  for  agricultural 
purposes.  I  do  not  understand  the  amendment 
of  my  colleague  to  interfere  with  the  wish  of  other 
States  in  this  regard.  Any  State  that  prefers  that 
this  appropriation  shall  be  carried  out  in  accord- 
ance with  the  original  act  can  carry  itoutaccord- 
Jngly.  Owing  to  reasons  which  it  is  not  necessary 
to  detail  here,  the  State  of  Indiana  did  not  accept 
the  benefits  of  the  act;  the  Legislature  could  not 
legislate,  the  wheels  of  legislation  became  so  cor- 
roded that  they  would  not  revolve,  and  thus  it 
becomes  necessary  to  bring  forward  a  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  time  so  far  as  Indiana  is  concerned.  If 
it  had  not  been  for  that  necessity,  1  presume  that 
no  proposition  would  have  been  made  to  divert 
this  appropriation  from  the  original  purpose  in- 
tended. It  becomes  necessary,  however,  so  far 
as  Indiana  is  concerned,  to  extend  the  lime.  The 
time  expires  in  July,  and  unless  it  is  extended 
Indiana  cannot  get  tlie  benefit  of  the  »cl  at  nil,  as 
her  Legislature  will  notagain  assemble  until  after 
that  time.     We  therefore  ftsk  that,  bo  fur  aa  In- 


diana is  concerned, -the  time  be  extended  so  as 
to  enable  the  State  Legislature  to  accept  the  ben- 
efits of  the  act; 

Now,  I  believe  the  amendment  of  my  colleague 
to  be  that  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
or  of  any  State,  may  determine  whether  this  land 
shall  be  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of  the 
original  act,  or  whether  it  shall  be  applied  to  the 
support  and  education  of  the  orphan  children  of 
persons  who  have  died  or  been  killed  in  the  mili- 
tary service.  Both  of  these  objects  are  highly 
beneficial  and  commendable;  they  are  both  good 
objects,  and  the  simple  question  is  whether  we 
shall  give  the  Legislatures  of  the  various  States 
the  right  to  say  to  which  of  those  objects  the  land 
shall  be  appropriated.  The  amendment  does  not 
authorize'  the  appropriation  of  the  land  to  any 
other  objects.  It  indicates  two  objects,  and  gives 
the  Legislatures  power  to  say  to  which  of  these 
objects  it  shall  be  devoted.  This  thing  of  agri- 
cultural colleges  is  an  experiment.  If  1  had  a  boy 
that  I  wanted  to  send  to  an  agricultural  college, 
the  best  agricultural  college  I  know  of  is  to  send 
him,  at  eight  dollars  a  month,  to  some  good 
farmer.  That  would  be  the  best  thing  to  do  with 
him,  because  then  he  would  thus  acquire  the  best 
scientific  acquirements  that  I  know  of  on  that 
subject.  It  may  turn  out  that  agricultural  col- 
leges can  be  established,  that  professorships  can 
be  founded,  and  tliatsoine  useful  information  can 
be  inculcated;  but  it  is  an  experiment,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  but  one  doubtless  very  worthy  of  being 
tried;  still, so  far  as  this  country  is  concerned,  it 
is  an  experiment. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  know  one  thing,  and 
about  that  there  is  no  dispute:  that  the  orphan 
children  of  those  who  die  in  attempting  to  put 
down  this  rebellion  stand  in  an  attitude  that  places 
them  before  the  American  people  as  a  most  meri- 
torious class  of  persons.  Will  we  not  regard  the 
children  of  the  man  who  goes  into  the  service, 
who  abandons  his  home  and  endures  all  the  toils, 
dangers,  and  privations  of  the  tented  field,  nay, 
who  gives  up  his  life  in  defense  of  the  country 
and  leaves  his  wife  a  widow  and  his  children  or- 
phans— will  we  not,  I  say,  regard  the  children 
of  such  with  favor?  Who  will  dare  say  that  they 
have  no  claims  upon  us? 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  not  bound  to  ap- 
propriate these  lands  to  the  education  of  these 
orphan  children.  Ifhe  does  not  want  them  edu- 
cated, if  he  and  his  State  desire  to  confer  the  pe- 
culiar benefits  of  this  grant  upon  the  children  of 
the  rich,  the  most  wealthy  class  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  those  best  able  to  send  their  children  to 
college,  there  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  his  State 
doing  it,  but  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  am  will- 
ing that  my  State  may ,  if  it  seemto  her  best,  pursue 
a  different  policy.  I  am  willing  to  tru.st  the  peo- 
ple of  my  State  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  that 
IS  all  that  the  amendment  proposes.  For  my  part, 
I  am  willing  to  give  the  benefits  of  this  measure  to 
the  most  humble  classes  of  society,  because,  dis- 
guise it  as  you  may,  after  all,  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  Army  is  made  up  of  poor  but  noble  men.  You 
will  find  shoulder-straps  upon  another  class  of 
men;  but  after  the  whole  thing  is  told,  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  Army  is  made  up  of  classes  of  poor 
and  patriotic  men;  and  after  they  have  laid  their 
bones  on  the  tented  field  where  battles  are  lost 
and  won,  it  is  not  for  gentlemen  to  sneer  at  the 
children  they  leave  behind  them,  and  to  say  that 
it  is  more  important  to  be  consistent  than  it  is  to 
be  just. 

Now,  what  do  they  say  ?  They  say  that  if  this 
amendment  of  my  colleague's  be  adopted,  it  will 
divert  this  donation  of  the  public  lands  from  the 
purposes  originally  intended.  Supfiosing  it  does. 
Why,  sir,  1  have  spent  all  the  days  of  my  life  in 
regretting  to-day  the  errors  of  yesterday.  I  have 
spent  all  the  days  of  my  life  in  making  the  sec- 
ond sober  thought  the  better  thought  of  the  two. 
That  may  have  been  a  very  proper  appropriation 
at  the  time  it  was  made;  but  the  country  has  un- 
dergone a  change.  Nobody,  three  years  ago, 
could  have  dreamed  of  the  change  that  has  come 
over  the  country.  I  had  heard  people  talk  about 
disunion  ever  since  I  was  a  child,  and  believed  it 
was  a  simple  "raw  head  and  bloody  bones,"  a 
bugaboo  to  frighten  children  to  sleep.  But  it 
turns  out  to  be  a  terrible  and  stern  reality.  It 
tiirows  on  our  hands,  and  on  the  consideration 
of  the  American  peoples,  thousands  and  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  orphan  children.     We  now  hear 


the  moan  of  the  widow  and  orphan  from  ocean  to 
ocean,  and  from  the  lakes  to  the  gulf,  and  God 
forbid  that  we  shall  turn  a  deaf  ear. 

MESSAGE  FKOM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Fornet, 
its  Secretary,  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  an  act  (No.  218)  to  repeal  the  first  section 
of  a  joint  resolution  therein  named;  in  which  he 
was  directed  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGES — AGAIN. 

Mr.  DUMONT.  I  was  about  saying,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  one  of  the  arguments  against  the 
amendment  proposed  by  my  colleague  is  that  it 
changes  the  original  features  of  the  bill.  Well, 
it  is  simply  changing  its  original  features  in  such 
localities  as  the  people  may  desire  to  change 
them.  It  will  not  change  them  in  the  State  of  the 
gentleman,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  where  the  people 
can  pursue  just  what  course  they  please.  He 
may  represent  a  wealthy  constituency;  he  may 
represent  men  who  are  well  to  do  in  the  world, 
and  feel  that  they  alone  are  to  be  cared  for.  I  am 
entirely  willing  that  he  shall  represent  that  class 
of  men.  I  have  no  prejudices  against  ihem;  but 
I  am  a  laboring  man  myself.  I  eat  bread  in  the 
sweat  of  my  brow.  I  have  no  other  means  of 
supporting  my  wife  and  children,  or  of  making 
a  living.  And  yet  I  am  not  willing,  on  consider- 
ations of  mere  selfishness,  to  disregard  the  claims 
of  others. 

Take  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  The 
State  of  Ohio  embraced  the  benefits  of  that  act. 
This  cannotchange  the  matter.  It  does  not  change 
it  one  single  particle.  It  does  not  divert  these 
lands  from  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  ori 
ginally  intended.  It  can  have  no  such  effect,  and 
is  not  intended  for  any  such  purpose.  Indiana 
did  not  do  so.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  the 
reason;  for  the  very  instant  I  should  go  into  the 
reason,  one  of  my  colleagues  on  the  other  side 
would  not  agree  with  me  one  single  inch.  The 
wheels  of  legislation  got  locked  and  would  not 
revolve;  and  in  the  absence  of  legislation  the  State 
of  Indiana-loses  its  benefits  altogether.  All  that 
this  amendment  does,  is  to  say  that  Indiana  may 
appropriate  these  lands  to  one  of  two  objects. 
My  friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  [IVlr.  Hale,]  said  that  if  we  throw  the 
doors  wide  open,  one  State  would  be  appropri- 
ating these  lands  to  one  purpose  and  one  for  an- 
other purpose.  There  is  no  such  proposition. 
The  amendment  involves  no  such  ^hing  as  that. 
It  simply  specifics  two  subjects  to  which  these 
lands  may  be  applied.  I  defy  any  gentleman  to 
stand  on  this  floor  and  show  for  one  single  mo- 
ment that  the  object  to  which  the  amendment  per- 
mits the  States  to  appropriate  these  lands  is  not 
a  meritorious  one.  The  original  purpose  was  a 
good  one,  and  I  do  not  consider  the  amendment 
as  at  war  with  the  original  bill,  and  think  that  for 
all  practical  purposes  they  may  and  will  be  made 
to  harmonize.  I  am  a  friend  to  the  noble  pursuit 
of  agriculture,  am  a  farmer  myself,  and  would  be 
the  last  man  to  aim  an  unfriendly  blow  at  that 
interest.  I  eat  my  bread  in  the  sweat  of  my  brow, 
and  respect  others  who  do  the  same. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  had 
been  a  partition  of  these  lands  among  the  several 
States,  1  shouW  be  the  last  man  to  prevent  Indiana 
from  giving  her  share  to  any  purpose  she  might 
select;  butas  Indiana  as  yet  has  no  right  to  these 
lands,  they  belonging  to  the  United  States,  or  to 
those  States  who  have  signified  their  acceptance 
of  the  grant,  under  the  act  of  Congress  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  agricultural  colleges,  I 
must  object  to  the  diversion  proposed  by  the  pend- 
ing amendments.  The  State  of  Indiana  has  not 
signified  its  acceptance  under  the  grant.  Hence 
if  these  lands,  by  the  change  now  sought  to  be 
wrought  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
DuMONT,]  be  given  to  that  State  for  the  purpose 
of  educating  the  orphan  children  of  deceased  sol- 
diers, then  we  are  making  what  is  tantamount  to 
an  original  grant  from  Congress  for  that  purpose. 
We  would  be  granting  to  Indiana  these  lands  for 
the  purpose  of  educating  the  children  of  deceased 
soldiers.  These  lands  were  set  apart  by  Congress 
for  !i  different  purpose.  I  do  not  speak  to-day 
for  Ohio,  Ijecause  she  has  taken  the  lands  under 
the  terms  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  for 
the  purpose  of  cstablisliing  an  agricultural' coN 
lege.     If  Indiana  has  not  done  so,orif  any  other 
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State  has  not  taken  advantage  of  the  privilege, 
no  one  doubts  but  that'tiic  time  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended in  order  that  tlic  States  that  have  not  may 
do  so.  Any  member  wlio  asks  for  extension  of 
time  can  Imve  it.  What  we  object  to  is  the  chang- 
ing of  the  tenure  and  terms  of  the  grant.  This 
is  changing  the  purpose  intended  by  Congress. 

Now,  Mr.  Spcalcer,  I  do  not  want  geniiemcn 
to  think  that  1  am  opposed  to  the  interests  of  our 
Bohliers,  or  of  the  descendants  of  our  soldiers. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Dumont]  has 
stated  to  ilie  House  that  lie  himself  is  a  farmer, 
that  he  makes  his  living  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow. 
I  commend  him  for  it.  1  have  been  told  that  the 
gentleman  himself  has  had  straps  upon  his  shoul- 
ders, and  worn  them  worthily  upon  the  field  of 
battle.  I  am  told,  further,  il>«t  he  has  done  ser- 
vice to  the  country  in  another  line,  that  he  lias  a 
family  of  some  nineteen  children.  [Laughter.] 
If  those  ciiildrcn  are  to  be  educated  in  the  Indi- 
ana agricultural  college,  it  is  because  ihey  are 
the  children  of  a  farmer.  His  children  cannot  go 
into  an  orphan  college,  but  they  may  go  into  an 
agricultural  college.  1  am,  therefore,  advocating 
the  cause  of  his  family,  and  not  of  Ohio.  I  fully 
believe  that  no  more  honest  man  can  be  found  on 
this  eartli  than  he  who  earns  his  livelihood  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow,  and,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
stated,  I  hope  the  amendment  will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have  a 
few  v/ords  to  submit  on  this  measure.  I  find  my- 
self constrained  to  oppose  these  amendments  for 
reasons  which  I  will  briefly  state.  1  believe  I  op- 
posed the  passage  of  the  original  bill  as  it  now 
stands  on  the  statute-book,  upon  grounds  stated 
at  the  time  by  various  gentlemen  of  the  House. 
It  was  my  desire  and  the  desire  of  others  that 
these  lands  should  be  retained  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  the  public  credit,  and  to  furnish  boun- 
ties for  our  soldiers.  But  that  being  now  the  law, 
I  am  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  original  bill  as 
it  stands,  and  1  am  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
I  am  o[)posed  most  especially  to  the  amendment 
which  [iroposes  to  make  this'h  general  law  and  to 
allow  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  ap- 
ply the  proceeds  of  these  lands  to  the  purposes 
stated,  because  that  will  affect  my  own  State.  The 
State  of  Pennsylvania  has  expended  already  some 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  erection  of 
an  agricultural  college,  and  her  Legislature  has 
been  engaged  for  some  weeks  past  in  disposing  of 
the  proceeds  of  these  lands,  either  to  this  one  ag- 
ricultural college — that  was  the  proposition  pend- 
ing— or  to  other  colleges,  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses. And  I  do  not  wish  to  see  the  Legislature 
divided  upon  that  question  by  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment. 

Let  us  look  at  the  matter  for  a  moment.  What 
will  be  the  quota  of  each  State  of  the  proceeds  of 
these  public  lands.'  1  have  no  means  of  maldjig 
any  calculation  how  far  it  will  go  toward  that 
purpose;  but  I  suppose  that  the  proceeds  o'f  these 
public  lands,  which  will  come  to  the  respective 
States,  will  not  educate  one  fiftieth  part  of  such 
children  of  the  several  States. 

Suppose  then  wc  pass  this  amendment,  and 
hand  these  proceeds  over  to  the  several  States,  what 
steps  would  they  have  to  lake  to  educate  those 
children.'  'Ihey  would  have  to  establish  some 
kind  of  a  bureau;  they  would  have  to  put  these 
lands  into  the  market,  and  commence  selling  them. 
If  they  put  them  up  for  sale  at  auction,  it  is  not 
jirobable  they  would  get  a  large  sum  for  them  to 
.start  will).'  If  tliey  should  wait  and  sell  them 
from  year  to  year,  as  they  could  sell  them  to  the 
bestadvantage,  they  will  hiirdlygctenough  money 
from  them  to  keep  the  officers  of  the  bureau 
going. 

Then,  again,  there  are  some  facts  to  be  ascer- 
tained in  regard  to  these  children;  such  as  lo  as- 
certain wlio  are  the  or[diari  children  of  soldiers 
and  seamen.  The  records  relaiing  to  all  these 
facts  arc  here  in  Washington  city.  Tiieyare  not 
in  the  nndiives  of  the  several  States,  niui  conse- 
quently ihi.s  bureau  would  have  lo  lie  enlarged 
considerably,  and  made  something  like  a  pension 
office  in  each  Siatt;,  to  decide  those  matters.  Ap- 
plicnlionsfiir  nilmi.'i:iio?i  into  these  colleges  would 
have  to  he  nuidc  formally  for  this  class  ofHcli(ilar.->. 
These  iipplicalions  would  have  to  lie  acted  on; 
nnd  it  wouhl  have  to  be  shown  that  the  nfplicanis 
were  the  children  of  one  of  these  meritorious 
chiHses  of  persona. 

It  Beems  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  adoption  of 


the  provisions  of  this  amendment,  if  we  should 
undertake  to  carry  them  into  effect  in  the  several 
States,  would  have  a  tendency  to  fritter  away  the 
money  upon  public  officials,  so  that  the  ^lublic 
would  never  liave  any  benefit  from  it. 

As  to  whether  it  would  be  belter  lo  educate  the 
children  ofsoldicrsand  seamen  in  the  ordinary  way 
or  to  educate  them  in  agricultural  pursuits,  that 
question  has  already  been  acted  upon  by  Congress 
by  a  bill  which  has  heretofore  passed;  and  the 
several  States  have  been  engag'ed  in  considering  it, 
and  so  far  as  my  observation  has  gone  I  think  the 
people  of  the  several  Stales  are  very  well  satisfied 
with  the  law  as  it  stands.  I  have  always  been 
of  opinion  that  the  farmer  ought  to  be  educated 
as  well  as  any  other  person;  and  I  iiave  been  of 
opinion  that  there  were  ignorant  farmers  as  well 
as  ignorant  persons  in  other  professions  and  oc- 
cupations. But  my  principal  objection  to  this 
amendment  is  that  the  sums  of  money  accruing 
to  the  several  States  will  be  found  to  be  so  small, 
especially  if  the  land  should  be  put  up  and  sold 
at  auction,  that  by  the  time  you  had  established 
a  bureau  to  decide  upon  the  parties  who  were 
entitled  to  receive  this  bounty,  and  by  the  time 
you  had  got  the  machinery  in  motion,  the  money 
would  all  be  expended.  I  cannot  for  a  moment 
believe  that  the  proceeds  of  the  land  would  begin 
to  educate  one  twentieth  pari  of  the  class  of  per- 
sons named  in  the  bill — the  children  of  the  soldiers 
and  seamen. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  we  had  better  adhere  to 
the  original  proposition  and  pass  the  bill  of  the 
Senate  extending  to  such  Stales  as  have  not  ac- 
cepted the  provision,  and  to  West  Virginia,  of 
course,  their  quotas  of  the  public  lands  under 
the  original  act,  and  vote  down  the  amendments. 
Mr.  MORRILL.  I  offer  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 'from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Holman:] 

Provided,  however,  That  any  funds  or  bonds  due  from 
the  United  States  to  any  ladnin  trilies  who  have  been  in 
actual  hostility  to  the  Uniti'd  States  since  the  date  of  any 
tieaty  l)y  wliicli  ?ucli  funds  or  bonds  were  set  apart  or  stip- 
ulated to  be  paid  to  any  such  Jndian  tribes,  shall  be  de- 
voted to  the  support  and  education  of  orphan  children  of 
soldiers  and  seamen  of  the  several  Slates. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  submit  that  that  amendment  is  not  germane  to 
the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  ger- 
mane if  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  is  germane.  The  amendment  of  ihc  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  provides  that  these  lands 
shall  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  de- 
ceased soldiers.  Thegcnllcman  from  Vermont  pro- 
poses to  make  the  same  disposiiion  of  other  lands. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Oh,  no;  it  has  no  reference 
to  lands. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     It  relates  to  bonds. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  modify  my  amend- 
ment by  inserting  after  "  bonds"  the  words  "or 
lands. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    Have  the  Indians  any  lands? 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Yes,  we  have  given  them 
lands  in  exchange  for  their  own. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair,  on  examining 
the  amendment,  doubts  whether  it  is  in  order. 
The  title  of  the  bill  is  "An  act  extending  the  time 
within  which  the  Slates  and  Territories  may  ac- 
cept the  grant  of  lands  made  by  the  act  entitled," 
&c.  The  amendment,  therefore,  should  be  ger- 
mane to  that. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  not  insist  on  the  amend- 
niciii,  but  will  try  lo  make  my  speech  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  hear  the 
amendment  read,  and  supposed  that  it  referred  to 
somothiiin;  about  lands. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  offered  the  amendment 
ineri'ly  in  ordi.-r  to  show  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  that  he  might  accomplish  his  object, if  he 
is  really  sincere  in  the  purpose  of  devoiing  any- 
thing to  these  orphan  children  of  soldiers,  as  I 
hope  he  is,  without  inflicting  damage  upon  the 
children  of  the  agriculluri.-ds  and  mechanics. 

The  gentleinaii  from  Penn.s'yivania  [Mr.  John- 
son] has  very  well  cx[)osed  the  impiticticaljiliiy 
of  the  gentleman's  proposition,  but  it  was  hardly 
necessary  that  it  should  l)e  exposed.  We  can  all 
yec  that  his  purpose  is  not  what  he  is  apparently 
driving  111,  hut  that  it  is  hostility  to  a  tTi(!asur(; 
which  has  already  been  passed  by  Congress.  He 
is  C(nning  hire  like  tin;  lawyer  at'ter  the  decision 
-of  u  court,  not  for  the  purpose  of  arguing  the 
question,  but  of  damning  the  decision. 


Now,  sir,  after  the  purpose  of  the  g<;iitleman 
has  been  developed — that  it  is  a  hosliliiy  lo  the 
whole  principle  of  a  higher  education  for  the  in- 
dustrial classes  of  the  country — I  have  no  appre- 
hension that  the  House  will  adopt  this  amend- 
ment. 

I  hope  the  House  will  vote  down  all  amend- 
ments to  the  proposition  which  comes  here  from 
the  Senate  to  extend  the  time  to  the  Slates  for 
their  acceptance  of  the  grant.  That  is  just  and 
proper;  but  I  trust  it  will  not  be  the  sense  of  the 
House  lo  adopt  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  the  avowed  purpose  of  which  is  lo 
divert  the  fund  because  he  has  no  confidence  in 
the  plan  of  education  proposed  by  the  original  act. 
About  that  gentlemen  may  differ.  We  have  yet 
to  try  it.  We  know  that  it  is  an  experiment,  but 
we  also  know  thai  it  is  an  experiment  which  has 
succeeded  admirably  well  in  other  couniries,and 
that  if  properly  managed  will  succeed  well  in  this. 
If  it  docs  not  succeed,  it  will  be  because  the  right 
men  are  not  placed  in  the  proper  positions  lo  con- 
trol and  manage  the  instilulions.  I  have  faith 
that  men  in  all  the  Stales  will  be  found  with  suffi- 
cient ability  to  vindicate  the  propriety  of  a  cheap 
but  thorough  education  of  those  in  whose  hands 
the  destiny  of  our  country  now  is  and  must  be 
for  coming:  ages. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  propose, afleraslightmod- 
ification  of  my  amendment,  to  call  the  previous 
question  on  the  pending  amendments.  Before 
doing 'SO,  however,  I  wish  to  make  a  statement. 
I  do  notdesire  to  speak  for  the  constituency  of  any 
other  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  but  I  desire  to 
speak  for  my  own  constituents.  I  am  not  afraid 
to  leave  the  question  of  the  appropriation  of  these 
lands  to  the  Legislature  of  my  State.  I  am  anx- 
ious, on  the  contrary,  to  do  so.  1  do  not  think 
they  will  have  any  faith  in  the  beneficial  results 
of  agricultural  colleges,  and  I  think  they  will  de- 
sire lo  exercise  the  prerogative  of  deciding  between 
the  two  plans  of  disposing  of  this  fund — the  sup- 
port of  agricultural  colleges  on  the  one  hand,  or 
Its  appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of 
dead  soldiers  and  seamen  on  the  other.  I  trust 
gentlemen  do  not  ihink  that  the  country  will  fail  to 
see  the  point  involved  here.  It  is  not  whether  these 
lands  shall  be  diverted  from  agricultural  colleges, 
but  whether  it  shall  beleflin  the  discretion  of  the 
State  Legislatures  to  appropriate  them  to  one  of 
two  objccis.  Admitting  even  that  those  objects 
are  equally  meritorious,  then  the  only  question 
that  springs  up  is,  are  we  ouiselves,  as  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  belter  able  lo  decide  upon 
the  question  as  lo  the  comparative  merits  of  these 
appropriations  than  the  people  iliemsel  ves  directly 
represented  in  their  Lcgi.slaiures.' 

Mr.  HALE.  I  wish  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker, 
if  the  Stale  of  Indiana  is  not  now  at  liberty,  if  it 
chooses,  to  confine  the  benefits  of  this  net  to  the 
orphan  children  of  those  who  have  died  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  country  ?  The  only  reslriction  on  that 
is,  that  these  children  shall  be  educated  in  the  sci- 
ence of  agricultureand  the  mechanic  tuts.  Itdocs 
not  prohibit  their  education  in  all  other  branches 
of  a  good  education.  That  is  the  limit  of  the 
whole  bill.  And  if  the  jieople  or  the  Legislature 
of  Indiana  choose  to  confine  the  benefits  of  the 
bill  to  that  class  of  people,  they  are  perfectly  at 
liberty  to  do  so  now.  Therefore  I  protest  against 
the  idea  that  we  are  legislating  against  a  class  of 
people,  when  wc  reject  this  amendment,  so  meri- 
torious— as  the  gcnilrman  says,  and  as  I  admit 
— as  are  the  orphan  children  of  those  who  fall  in 
the  service  of  the  country.  All  that  we  require 
under  thai  act  is  that  they  shall  have  a  good  ag- 
ricultural education,  or  an  cducalion  in  the  me- 
chanic arts,  not  excluding  the  benefits  ofeducation 
in  all  other  branches.  Can  any  better  education 
than  th.1t  be  provided.' 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania certainly  must  know  that  an  agricul- 
tural college  cannot  be  organized  so  as  to  be  elFect- 
ive  short  of  firiceii  or  twenty  years.  Does  the 
gentleman  propose  having  a  single  institution  in 
a  Slate  like  Pennsylvania,  or  two  or  three,  and 
then  talk  about  these  little  children  who  have'  not 
yet  received  the  benefil.-!  of  the  clemenls  of  edu- 
cation going  lo  llus(!  colleges?  The  whole  thing 
turns  merely  on  lln;  question  whether  wc  are 
more  able  to  deride  on  this  question  than  the  peo- 
ple or  LegisDTtures  of  the  respcclive  States. 

If  I  were  proposing  tp  divert  these  lands  from 
the   piirjio-ia  ot   agricultural  colleges    the   poir,t 
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ifiight  be  well  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Hale,]  ortliegcntlcmanfrom  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Morrill,]  tliat  itwasoulof  liostility 
to  the  idea  "of  agricultural  colleges.  In.-itead  of 
that,  we  are  proposing  that  one  or  the  other  of 
two  plans — one  for  the  benefit  of  those  already 
partially  educated,  the  other  for  the  maintenance 
and  education  of  those  who  have  the  strongest 
claim  on  the  sympathy,  the  justice,  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  American  people — shall  be  adopted. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me  for  a  question  ? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  gentleman's  proposi- 
tion either  diverts  these  lands  from  the  original 
purpose,  or  it  does  not.- 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  does  not.  It  leaves  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States  the  power  to  divert 
them  if  they  think  proper.  If  the  Legislatures 
do  not  think  proper  to  do  so,  the  grant  is  accepted 
under  the  original  law. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  understand  that.  Con- 
gress does  not  divert  them,  but  it  empowers  an 
agent  to  do  so, 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    Yes. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  And  what  an  agent  does, 
the  principal  does. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  empowers  the  people 
through  their  representatives  to  appropriate  these 
lands  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  objects.  I 
am  very  anxious  about  this  matter.  So  far  as  it 
affects  my  own  State,  I  am  not  afraid  to  trust  her 
people  or  her  Legislature. 

Now,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  difficulty 
which  gentlemen  may  urge — that  in  some  of  the 
States  they  may  not  desire  to  have  this  diversion 
made — I  wish  to  offer  again  the  proposition  that 
I  originally  offered,  allowing  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Indiana  to  apply  these  lands  to  cither 
of  these  two  objects.     1  so  offer  it. 

Mr.  SMITHERS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  to  withdraw  that,  and  insist  on  his  origi- 
nal amendment.  It  was  at  the  suggestion  of  my- 
self that  the  gentleman  from  Minnesota  [Mr. 
Window]  so  drew  it.  As  he  drew  it  in  that  way 
I  will  support  it.  I  cannot  support  the  amend- 
ment referring  only  to  the  State  of  Indiana.  If  it 
be  left  to  the  option  of  all  the  States  to  divert  the 
lands  to  the  education  of  orphan  children  of  sol- 
diers, or  to  use  them  according  to  their  original 
dedication  by  the  act,  I  will  vote  for  it.  I  concur 
entirely  in  the  line  of  observations  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana. 

ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  onlEnrolIed 
Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had  examined 
and  found  truly  enrolled  bills  of  the  following 
titles;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the  same: 

An  act(S.  No.  79)  to  incorporate  Providence 
hospital  in  the  city  of  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia; 

An  act  (S.  No.  82)  concerning  notaries  public 
for  the  District  of  Columbia; 

An  act  (S.  No.  155)  to  incorporate  the  Union 
Gras-Light  Compatiy  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and 

An  act  (S.  No.  1G3)  to  authorize  the  Columbia 
Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind 
to  confer  degrees. 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGES — AGAIN. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  I  will  renew  the  amend- 
ment the  gentleman  has  just  witlidrawn  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  yield  for  that  purpose,  and 
I  now  call  tlic  previous  question  on  my  amend- 
ment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that  if 
the  previous  question  be  ordered  it  will  exhaust 
itself  when  the  amendment  to  theamendmentand 
the  amendment  shall  have  been  voted  on. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  It  will  not  apply  to  the  other 
eeclions  of  the  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  not. '  It  applies  only 
to  the  amendment  and  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Upon  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  21 
voted  in  the  aflii  mativo,  and  71  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WINDOM  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  not  ordered. 


So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
submitted  ijy  Mr.  Holman;  and  being  put,  38 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  65  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRILL  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  should  like  to  be  heard  upon 
the  amendment  still  pending  to  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order  pend- 
ing the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  following 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture: 

At  the  end  of  the  first  section  add: 

And  any  StateorTenitorywhicliliasheretofore  accepted, 
or  may  hereafter  accept,  the  provisions  of  tliesaid  act,  shall 
be  authorized  to  locate  the  lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
whicli  they  may  respectively  become  entitled  under  the 
said  aet. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  desire  to  inquire  whether  with 
the  consent  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture  lean  offera  substitute  for  that  amend- 
ment.' 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  at  this  time,  the  pre- 
vious question  having  been  ordered  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  will  then  modify  my  proposi- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  hav- 
ing been  ordered  upon  the  bill  and  amendment 
the  gentleman  can  only  modify  his  amendment  by 
unanimous  consent.  If  the  gentleman  asks  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  for  that  purpose 
the  Chair  will  put  that  question. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  offer 
the  following  as  a  substitute  for  my  amendment: 

Provided,  The  first  and  second  provisos  contained  in  the 
second  section  of  the  said  act,  approved  2d  July,  1862,  are 
hereby  repealed,  and  the  several  States  to  whicli  land  scrip 
has  been  issued,  or  may  be  issued,  under  said  act,  may  at 
any  time  locate  the  lauds  so  granted  to  them  respectively, 
either  wholly  or  in  part,  as  they  may  see  fit. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  object  to  that. 

Theamendment  was  disagreed  to — ayes  thirty- 
One,  noes  not  counted. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  Washington.  I  ask  the  consent 
of  the  House  to  submit  an  amendrnentto  thebill. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  object.  I  demand  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  MOPtRILL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed; and  also  moved  tQ 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to.  " 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  business  next 
in  order  was  the  call  of  committees  for  reports  of 
a  private  nature. 

president's  annual  message. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  upon  the  Pres- 
ident's annual  message;  and  move,  to  enable  the 
committee  to  have  that  under  consideration,  that 
all  special  orders  in  committee  be  postponed. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  now  ask 
for  the  vote  on  going  into  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Comtnittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Boutwell 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  President's  annual  message,  upon  which  Mr. 
Long  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  LONG,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  speak  to-day 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Governinent,  and  al- 
though for  the  first  time  within  these  walls,  I 
propose  to  indulge  in  that  freedom  of  speech  and 
latitude  of  debate  so  freely  exercised  by  other 
gentliiMicn  for  the  past  four  montha,  and  which 
is  admissible  under  the  rules  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  House.  But  for  what  1  may  say 
and  the  position  1  shall  occupy  upon  this  floor 
and  before  the  country  I  alone  will  be  responsi- 
ble, and  in  the  independence  of  a  Representative 
of  the  people  I  intend  to  proclaim  the  deliberate 


convictions  of  my  judgment  in  this  fearful  hour 
of  the  country's  peril. 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  we  are  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
let  us  inquire  how  stands  the  Union  to-day.  A 
little  over  three  years  ago  the  present  occupant 
of  the  Presidential  Mansion  at.  the  other  end  of 
the  avenue  came  into  this  city  under  cover  of 
night,  disguised  in  plaid  cloak  and  Scotch  cap, 
lest,  as  was  feared  by  his  friends,  he  might  have 
received  a  warmer  greeting  than  would  have  been 
agreeable,  on  his  way  through  Baltimore,  at  the 
hands  of  the  constituents  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis.]  On  the  4lh 
of  March  he  was  inaugurated,  and  in  his  address 
deprecated  civil  war,  using  that  ever-to-be  memo- 
rable language: 

"  Suppose  you  go  to  war,  you  cannot  fight  always,  and 
when, alter  mucli  loss  on  both  sides,  and  no  gain  on  cither, 
you  cease  fighting,  the  identical  old  questions  as  to  terms  of 
intercourse  are  again  upon  you." 

Seven  States  had  up  to  that  time  seceded  from 
the  Union.  All  believed  that  war  would  bo 
averted.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  address  the 
lamented  Douglas,  who  had  closely  watched  every 
word  as  it  escaped  from  the  lips  of  the  Presi- 
dent, turned  to  a  friend,  and,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  "  thanked  God  that  after  all  ihe  election  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  would  not  involve  the  nation 
in  wari"  A  secret  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  a 
number  of  States  was  soon  after  held  in  this  city. 
A  scheme  was  devised  and  a  vessel  sent  out,  un- 
der pretense  of  furnishing  provisions  to  tlie  troops 
with  Major  Anderson  in  Fort  Sumter.  On  ar- 
riving in  Charleston  harbor  the  people  of  that 
city  nred  upon  the  fort.  The  telegraph  bore  the 
news  to  this  city,  and  on  its  first  mention  to  the 
President  he  exclaimed,  "//c7icio  ihcy  would  do 
it;"  which  to  my  mind  ia  conclusive  that  it  was 
intended  expressly  for  that  purpose.  Seventy- 
five  thousand  men  were  immediately  called  for; 
war  was  inaugurated;  twenty  days  were  given 
the  insui'gents  to  lay  down  their  arms;  an  ad- 
ditional five  hundred  thousand  men  were  soon 
called  for;  hostilities  commenced;  the  rebellion 
was  to  be  crushed  inside  of  sixty  days;  more 
troops  were  called  for;  tiic  Union  was  to  be  re- 
stored with  all  the  rights,  equality,  and  dignity 
of  the  States  unimpaired.  No  man  was  permitted 
to  question  for  a  moment  the  right  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  coerce  the  States  back  into  the  Union; 
to  doubt  the  right  or  question  the  speedy  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion  and  restoration  of  the 
Union  was  to  be  denounced  as  a  traitor  to  the 
Government  and  a  sympathizer  with  the  .South. 
Thus,  sir,  was  the  war  inaugurated.  The  first 
year  passed  away;  the  second  came  and  passed 
in  like  manner;  so  of  the  third;  and  now,  sir,  let 
me  again  inquire,  h.ow  stands  the  Union  to-day.' 

The  brief  period  of  three  short  years  has  pro- 
duced a  fearful  change  in  this  free,  happy,  and 
prosperous  Government — so  free  in  its  restrainta 
upon  personal  liberty,  and  so  gentle  in  its  de- 
mands upon  the  resources  of  the  people,  that  the 
celebrated  Humboldt,  after  traveling  through  the 
country,  on  his  return  to  Europe  said,  "The 
American  people  have  a  Goverimient  whicli  you 
can  neither  see  nor  feel."  So  different  is  itnow, 
and  so  great  is  the  change,  that  the  inquiry  might 
well  be  made  to-day,  "  Are  we  not  in  Constanti- 
nople, in  St.  Petersburg,  in  Vienna,  in  Rome,  or  in 
Paris?"  Military  governors  and  their  provost  mar- 
shals override  the  laws,  and  the  echo  of  the  armed 
heel  rings  forth  as  clearly  now  in  America  as  in 
France  or  in  Austria;  and  the  President  sits  to- 
day guarded  by  armed  soldiery  stationed  at  every 
approach  leading  to  the  Executive  Mansion.  So 
far  from  crushing  the  rebellion  in  sixty  day.s, 
three  years  have  already  passed  away;  and  from 
the  day  on  which  the  conflict  began  up  to  the  prcs- 
enthour,theconfederate  armyhasnol  been  forced 
beyond  the  sound  of  their  guns  from  the  dorne  of 
the  Capitol  in  which  we  are  assembled.  The 
city  of  Washington  is  to-day,  as  it  has  been  for 
three  years,  guarded  by  Federal  troops  in  all  the 
fortsand  fortifications  with  which  it  is  surrounded 
to  prevent  an  a,ttack  from  the  enemy;  and  as  an 
evidence  of  the  despondency  of  the  Administra- 
tion, and  the  iin.succossful.  opening  of  the  spring 
campaign  of  the  fourth  year  in  the  |)rogri'ss  of  the 
war,  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  this  city,  the  Pres- 
ident's organ,  in  an  editorial  a  few  mornings  since 
said: 

"  Charleston  has  not  been  taken  ;  Lee  maintains  a  bold 
fronton  the  Rnpidan;  the  Florida  expedition  was  a  fail- 
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ure;  the  Slioriiian  expedition  li»s  not  been  a  success,  nnd 
llie  rebels  liave  everywhere  sliou'n  more  vigor  tliau  they 
were  supposed  to  possess."  ^ 

Altliough  tlie  same  paper  and  others  in  support 
of  the  Administration  have  told  tlie  country  from 
time  to  lime  during  the  past  winter  that  tlie  re- 
bellion was  crushed  and  slavery  was  dead,  that 
the  confederates  were  deserting  in  whole  regi- 
ments at  a  time,  coming  within  our  lines,  taking 
the  oath  and  describing  the  most  horrible  suffer- 
ing and  demoralization  from  want  of  food,  cloth- 
ing, and  ill-treatment,  yet  at  the  very  time  the 
people  liave  been  so  deceived  and  misled  from  day 
to  day,  the  President  calls  for  five  hundred  thou- 
sand more  troops,  and  in  a  few  weeks  follows  it 
with  an  additional  call  for  two  hundred  thousand 
more,  making  seven  hundred  thousand  since  the 
1st  of  January,  and  over  two  miUionfive  hundred 
thousand  out  of  the  three  million  five  hundred 
thousand  who  voted  in  the  so-called  loyal  States 
at  the  last  presidential  election,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  when  seventy-five  thou- 
sand militia  were  to  enditin  twenty,  or,  atmost, 
in  sixty  days. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  thus  made  a  very  brief 
statement  of  facts  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Union 
to-day,  and  for  doing  which  I  have  no  doubt  the 
usual  charge  of  "  encouragement  for  the  rebels," 
•>  the  prolongation  of  the  war,"  "  the  rebels  are 
aided  by  their  friends  upon  this  floor,"  and  the 
like  charges  will  be  repeated  again  by  gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  and  as  I  have 
heard  such  charges  so  repeatedly  during  the  past 
four  months,  I  say  now  and  here,  that  the  real 
friends  of  the  confederates,  those  who  give  them 
aid  and  encouragement  and  enable  them  to  carry 
on  the  war,  are  on  the  oppositesideof  the  House 
and  in  the  control  of  the  Government.  Yourcon- 
fiscation  resolution,  voted  for  and  passed  by  the 
friends  of  the  Administration,  by  which  you  pro- 
pose to  thrust  your  hands  into  the  coffin  of  the 
deceased  father  and  take  all  he  may  have  left  at 
his  death  to  his  widow  and  innocent  and  unof- 
fending ciiildren,  is  worth  more  than  fifty  thou- 
sand men  to  the  confederate  army.  The  order 
issued  by  the  President  to  General  Saxton,  divid- 
ing up  and  parcelingout  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina among  the  negroes  and  enterprising  Yankees 
of  Massachusetts,  gives  courage,  energy,  and  en- 
thusiasm to  the  men  now  in  arms  in  the  confed- 
erate States.  The  order  of  the  President  to  his 
military  commanders  in  Louisiana  and  Arkansas, 
and  the  order  issued  in  pursuance  thereof  by  Gen- 
eral Banks  to  the  people  of  Louisiana,  in  which, 
by  a  single  dash  of  his  pen,  he  strikes  out  of  ex- 
istence the  constitution  and  organic  law  of  the 
State,  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  him 
as  a  major  general  proceeds  to  call  and  hold  an 
election  and  inaugurate  State  officers,  and  set  up 
a  State  government,  and  the  legislation  consum- 
mated and  proposed  by  Congress  and  speeches 
made  upon  this  floor,  in  support  of  radi'calism, 
is  strengthening  the  confederacy  and  prolonging 
the  war.  Herein,  sir,  is  where  tliey  find  strength; 
the  true  friends  of  the  confederacy  in  the  North 
are  the  radical  abolitionists  and  the  radical  press 
goading  on  the  President  to  issue  proclamations 
and  military  orders,  which  provide  food,  raiment, 
strength,  and  support  for  the  confederacy. 

If  Mr.  Lincoln  had  made  a  gift  of  millions 
of  greenbacks  to  Jeffcrsion  Davis  to  be  used  as 
bounty  money  in  recruiting  the  confederate  army, 
he  could  not  have  done  belter  service  to  the  cause 
of  the  South  than  he  has  done  by  his  silly,  absurd , 
nnd  insulting  amnesty  proclamation,  and  his 
equally  absurd  attempt  to  create  State  govern- 
ments by  dictatorial  power.  He  has,  in  effect, 
said  to  the  southern  people,  "You  shall  not  re- 
turn to  the  Union  except  under  such  local  govern- 
ments as  I  and  my  military  officers  dictate,"  and 
with  the  aid  of  his  friends  in  Congress  he  in  en- 
abled to  add:  "  In  the  event  of  your  submission 
and  return,  yourestatesshall  be  confiscated,  your 
property,  personal  and  real,  shall  be  taken  from 
you;  your  children  shall  be  disinherited  and  left 
homeless  and  penniless  to  starve,  under  the  scorn 
and  haired  of  northern  fanatics;  ydur  lands  and 
manor  houses  shall  be  parceled  out  among  our 
retainers;  the  negro  (freuman)  and  the  adven- 
turer shall  sit  nnd  rule  at  your  hearthstones;  and 
you,  beggars  nnd  outrasis,  shall  be  forbidden 
representation  in  our  national  councils,  nnd  be 
shut  out  forever  from  all  offices  of  trust  and 
Wonor."     Such   is  the  language  in  which   Mr. 


Lincoln  and  this  Congress  and  the  preceding 
Congress  have  spoken  and  are  speaking  to  the 
people  of  the  South.  And  now,  sir,  with  such  a 
prospect  before  them  as  the  sequel  of  submission, 
outlawry,  diafranchisement,  social,  moral,  and 
politicul  degradation,  penury  for  themselves  and 
their  children,  tlecreeil  as  their  portion,  will  they 
throw  down  their  arms  and  submit  to  the  terms.' 
Who  shall  believe  that  the  free,  proud  American 
blood,  which  courses  with  as  quick  pulsation 
tlirough  their  veins  as  our  own,  will  not  be  spilled 
to  the  last  drop  in  resistance?  This  is  the  source, 
sir,  from  whence  comes  encouragement,  strength, 
suppoKt,and  sustenance  for  the  confederates;  here- 
in lies  the  secret  of  the  unity  of  their  action,  the 
prolongation  of  the  contest,  and  the  desperation  of 
the  conflict,  produced,  not  by  anything  said  or 
measures  proposed  by  gentlemen  upon  this  side 
of  the  House,  or  by  any  measures  proposed  or 
policy  advocated  by  the  Democratic  party,  but 
by  the  acts  of  the  gentlemen  who  make  the 
charges,  and  the  President  and  his  military  com- 
manders, who  issue  the  proclamations  and  mili- 
tary orders. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  thus 
to  advert  to  the  cliargcs  of  encouragement,  to  the 
confederates  so  repeatedly  made  upon  this  floor, 
and  I  again  recur  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Union.  Can  the  Union  be  restored  by  war.'  I 
answer  most  unhesitatingly  and  deliberately,  No, 
never;  "  war  is  final,  eternal  separation."  My  first 
and  highest  ground  of  opposition  to  its  further 
prosecution  is,  that  it  is  wrong;  it  is  in  violation 
of  the  Constitution  and  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  federal  Union  was  founded. 
My  second  objection  is,  that  as  a  policy  it  is  not 
reconstructive  but  destructive,  and  will,  if  con- 
tinued, result  speedily  in  the  destruction  of  the 
Government  and  the  loss  of  civil  liberty,  to  both 
North  and  South,  and  it  ought,  therefore,  to  im- 
mediately cease. 

In  order,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  may  know 
what  views  were  entertained  upon  the  right,  as 
well  as  the  expediency,  of  coercing  States  into 
submission,  by  some  of  the  departed  as  well  as 
living  statesmen  of  the  country,  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war,  I  propose  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the  country  to 
a  few  extracts  which,  to  my  mind,  are  worthy  of 
consideration  at  this  time. 

In  1827,  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  John 
Q.uincy  Adams,  when  the  Legislature  of  Georgia 
had  passed  an  act  setting  aside  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress regulating  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes 
within  her  limits,  the  messages  of  the  President, 
of  the  5th  and  8ih  of  February,  1827,  in  relation 
thereto  were  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  the 
Senate,  of  which  Colonel  Benton  was  chairman, 
and  of  which  Martin  Van  Buren  and  General 
William  H.  Harrison,  both  afterwards  President 
of  the  United  States,  were  members.  The  com- 
mittee in  their  report  (Senate  Documents,  second 
session  Nineteenth  Congress,  Document  No.  69) 
say: 

"It  Is  believed  to  be  among  those  axioms,  which  In  a 
Government  like  ours  no  man  may  be  permitted  to  dispute, 
that  the  only  security  for  the  permanent  union  of  these 
States  is  to  be  found  in  the  principle  of  common  afl'ec- 
tion,  resting  on  the  basis  of  common  interest.  The  sanc- 
tions of  the  Constitution  would  be  impotent  to  retain,  in 
concerted  and  harmonious  action,  twenty-four  sovereign- 
ties, hostile  in-their  feelings  toward  each  other,  and  acting 
under  the  impulse  of  a  real  or  imagined  diversity  of  interest. 
The  resort  to  force  would  rfl  alike  rain  and  nugatory.  It« 
frequent  use  would  subject  it,  with  demonstrative  certainty, 
to  ultimate  failure;  wiiile  its  temporary  success  would  be 
valueless  for  all  purposes  of  social  happiness.  In  such  con- 
tests, however  unequal,  and  however  transient,  the  seeds 
of  disunion  would  be  thickly  sown,  and  those  who  may  be 
destined  to  witness  them  will  speedily  thereafter  be  called 
to  lament  the  destruction  of  the  fairest  prospect  of  civil 
liberty  which  Heaven  In  its  mercy  has  vouchsafed  to  man." 
*  ♦  *  *  "The  committee  will  not  enlarge  upon 
the  frightful  consequences  of  civil  wars.  They  are  known 
to  be  calamitous  to  single  Governments,  and  fatal  to  con- 
fedfraries." 

The  prediction  of  the  committee  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  fairest  prospect  of  civil  liberty  which 
Heaven  in  its  mercy  has  vouchsafed  to  man,  is 
already  in  great  danger  of  being  realized;  and 
every  hour  the  war  is  continued  only  widens  the 
separation  and  increases  the  danger. 

Hut,  sir,  I  propose  to  introduce  the  opinion  of 
anollier  deported  statesman  of  the  school  of  poli- 
tics to  which  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Chamber  belong,  and  for  whose  political 
opinions  they  entertain  the  highest  regard.  That 
profound  stitlesman,  after  tlio  experience  of  many 


years  in  the  most  exalted  positions  of  the  nation, 
and  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  subject  upon 
which  he  spoke,  said: 

"  Nations  acknowledge  no  judge  between  them  upon 
earth  ;  and  their  Governnienls  from  necessity  must,  in  their 
intercourse  with  each  other,  decide  when  the  failure  of  one 
parly  to  a  contract  to  perlbrm  its  obligations  absolves  the 
other  from  the  reciprocal  fulfillment  of  his  own.  Butthis 
last  of  earthly  powers  is  not  necessary  to  the  freedom  or 
Independence  of  States  connected  together  by  the  immedi- 
ate action  of  the  peoflc  of  whom  they  consist.  To  the  peo- 
ple alone  is  there  reserved  as  well  the  dissolving  as  the  con- 
stituent power;  and  that  power  can  he  exercised  by  them 
only  under  the  tie  of  conscience,  binding  them  to  the  retrib- 
utive justice  of  Heaven. 

"  With  these  qualifications  we  may  admit  the  same  right 
as  vested  in  the  people  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  with 
reference  to  the  General  Goyernnient,  which  was  exercised 
by  the  people  of  the  united  colonics  witli  reference  to  the 
supreme  head  of  the  British  empire,  of  which  they  formed 
a  part;  and  under  these  limitations  have  the  people  of  each 
State  in  the  Union  a  right  to  secede  from  the  confederated 
Union  itself. 

"  Thus  stands  the  rioht.  But  the  indissoluble  link  of 
union  between  the  people  of  the  several  States  of  this  con- 
federated nation  is,  after  all,  not  in  the  right  but  in  the 
heart.  If  the  day  should  ever  come — may  Heaven  avert 
it! — when  the  affections  of  the  people  of  these  States  shall 
be  alienated  from  each  other;  when  the  fraternal  spirit 
shall  giv(^  way  to  cold  indifference,  or  collisions  of  interest 
shall  fester  into  hatred,  the  bands  of  political  nssocialion 
will  not  long  hold  together  parlies  no  longer  attracted  by 
the  magnetism  of  conciliated  interests  and  kindly  sym- 
pathies ;  and  far  better  will  it  be  for  the  people  of  the  dis- 
united States  to  part  in  friendship  from  each  other  than  to 
be  held  together  i)y  constraint.  Then  will  be  the  time  for 
reverting  to  the  precedents  which  occurred  at  the  formation 
and  adoption  of  the  Constitution  to  form  again  a  more 
perfect  Union  by  dissolving  that  which  could  no  longer 
bind,  and  to  leave  the  separated  parts  to  be  reunited  by 
the  law  of  political  gravitation  to  the  center." 

Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  spoke  John  Q,uincy 
Adams  in  an  address  delivered  before  the  Nevtr 
York  Historical  Society ,  on  the  SOlK  of  April, 
1839,  in  commemoration  of  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  the  inauguration  of  George  Washington 
as  President  of  the  United  Slates.  Mr.  Adams 
was  a  believer  in  the  doctrine  therein  set  forth,  and 
the  leaders  of  the  party  to  which  he  belonged 
shared  in  that  beliefand  continued  to  do  so  until  the 
commencement  of  the  present  unnatural  civil  war. 
If  it  was  HOund  doctrine  before  secession  took 
place  and  the  war  began,  what  is  there,  in  either, 
to  change  the  principle  .' 

Andrew  Jackson,  in  his  farewell  address  to  the 
American  people,  has  solemnly  warned  ihem  that 
the  citizens  of  one  section  of  the  country  arrayed 
in  arms  against  the  other  would  be  the  end  of  the 
Union  and  an  end  to  the  hope  of  freedom.  He  says: 

"  If  such  a  struggle  is  once  begun,  and  the  citizens  of 
one  section  of  tlie  country  are  arrayed  in  arms  against 
those  of  the  other,  in  doubtful  conflict,  let  the  battle  result 
as  it  may  ^ilere  will  be  an  end  of  the  Union,  and  will)  it 
an  end  of  the  hope  of  freedom.  The  victory  of  the  injured 
would  not  secure  to  them  the  blessings  of  liberty ;  it  would 
avenge  their  wron^,  but  they  would  themselves  share  in 
the  common  ruin.  Tlie  Constitution  cannot  be  maintained 
nor  the  Union  preserved  in  opposition  to  public  feeling  by 
the  mere  exertion  of  the  coercive  powers  conlided  to  the 
Government." 

But  this  opinion  that  the  Union  cannot  be  pre- 
served by  the  coercive  powers  confided  to  the 
Government  was  not  confined  to  the  departed 
statesmen  of  the  country.  William  H.Seward, 
in  his  letter  of  April  11,  1861,  to  Mr.  Adams, 
our  minister  to  England,  said: 

"  For  these  reasons,  the  President  would  not  be  dis- 
posed to  reject  a  cardinal  doctrine  of  theirs,  [the  rebels,] 
namely,  (/lat  the  Federal  Government  could  not  reduce  the 
seceding  Slates  to  obedience  by  conquest,  even  though  h« 
were  disposed  to  question  that  proposition.  But  in  fad 
the  President  tcillin^ly  accepts  it  as  true.  Only  an  imperial 
or  despotic  Government  could  subjugate  tlioronghly  disaf- 
fected and  insurrectionary  memhera  of  the  State.  This 
Federal  republican  system  of  ours  is,  of  all  forms  of  gov- 
ernment, the  ver/one  whicli  is  most  untitled  for  such  la- 
bors." 

Such  was  the  language  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  April,  1861,  three  days  before  the  Sunday  on 
which  the  President  wrote  his  proclamation  call- 
ing out  seventy-five  thousand  troops,  but  after 
seven  Stales  had  seceded  from  the  Union.  The 
Secretary  shared  in  the  fears  of  the  President, 
that  the  allevipl  to  subjtigate  the  South  would  destroy 
the  Government.  Three  years  of  civil  war,  in  a 
vain  and  fruitless  effort  at  subjugation,  altestand 
prove  lo-day  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  then 
field  by  the  President: 

"Only  an  imperial  or  dospotie  Government  could  sub- 
jugate thoroughly  disaffected  ami  insurrectionary  members 
of  the  Slate."  .  »  .  »  "  This  Federal  re- 
publican system  of  ours  Ih,  of  all  forms  of  government,  the 
most  unfilicd  for  such  labor." 

Who  do(!s  not  believe  il.'  If  there  is  truth  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  nnd  the  gentle- 
men on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Uouso  will  car- 
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tainly  not  dispute  it  since  they  incorporated  it  in 
the  Chicago  platform,  which  became  a  law  unto 
the  President,  who,  I  ask,  can  deny  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  Secretary  of  State,  having  in  view  al- 
ways, as  he  and  llie  President  undoubtedly  had, 
the  great  cardinal  truth  underlying  all  republican 
Governments,  "  which  derive  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed?"  If  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  Secretary  of  State  gave  utterance  to 
truth  in  1861,  is  it  any  less  a  truth  to-day?  Has 
not  rather  the  experience  of  three  years  of  war 
confirmed  it?     I  believed  it  then,  I  believe  it  now. 

But,  sir,  I  have  still  other  witnesses  to  call. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wade,] 
as  reported  in  the  Congressional  Globe,  third  ses- 
sion Thirty-Fourth  Congress,  page  25,  said: 

"You  cannot  forcibly  hold  men  in  this  Union,  for  the 
attempt  to  do  so,  it  Bcems  to  m«,  would  subvert  the  first 
principles  of  the  Government  under  which  we  live." 

On  the  10th  of  June,  1846,  Congressional  Globe, 
page  94,  the  present.  Chief  JVIagistrate  of  the  na- 
tion said: 

"Any  people,  anywhere,  being  inclined  and  having  the 
power,  have  a  right  to  rise  up  and  shake  off  the  existing 
Government,  and  form  a  new  one  that  suits  them  better." 
*  *  *  *  '^  Nor  is  this  riglit  confined  to  cases  in 
which  the  people  of  an  existing  Government  may  choose  to 
exercise  it.  ^ny  portion  of  such  people  that  can  may  rev- 
olutionize and  may  make  thuir  own  so  much  of  tlie  terri- 
tory as  they  inhabit.  More  than  this,  a  majority  of  any  por- 
tion of  such  people  may  revolutionize,  putting  down  a  mi- 
nority intermingled  with  or  near  about  them,  who  may  op- 
pose their  movements." 

But,  sir,  I  propose  to  call  another  witness  to 
testify  against  this  coercive  policy,  who  also  spoke 
in  advance  of  the  war.  Edward  Everett,  in  his 
letter  of  May  29,  1860,  to  Washington  Hunt,  ac- 
cepting the  nomination  as  Vice  President  of  the 
Union  party,  of  which,  I  believe,  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Henry  Winter 
Davis]  was  a  member,  and  for  whom  a  number  of 
gentlemen  upon  this  floor  voted,  then  said: 

"The  suggestion  that  th6  Union  can  be  maintained  by 
numerical  jireponderance  and  military  prowess  of  one  sec- 
tion exerted  to  coerce  the  other  into  submission  is,  in  my 
judgment,  as  self-contradictory  as  it  is  dangerovis.  Itcomes 
loaded  with  the  death-smell  from  fields  wet  with  brothers' 
blood.  If  the  vital  principle  of  all  republican  Government 
'  is  the  consent  of  the  governed,'  much  more  does  a  union 
of  coequal  sovereign  States  require  as  its  basis  the  harmony 
of  its  members  and  th«ir  voluntary  cooperation  in  its  or- 
ganic functions." 

It  will  no  doubt  be  said  Mr.  Everett  has  changed 
his  views  upon  the  subject;  that  may  be  so,  but 
I  have  not;  I  believed  it  sound  doctrine  in  1860, 
before  secession  occurred  or  coercion  began. 
Three  years'  experience  in  attempting  "  by  nu- 
merical preponderance  and  military  prowess  of 
one  section  exerted  to  coerce  the  other  into  sub- 
mission" has  convinced  me  more  thoroughly  that 
it  is  "  as  self-contradictory  as  itis  dangerous;" 
contradictory,' because  it  violates  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  free  government  which  "derive  theirjust 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,"  and 
dangerous  becausebyitsexercise, especially  when 
wielded  by  a  weak,  vacillating,  and  unscrupulous 
man,  itdestroys  instead  of  maintaining  the  Union. 
Constitutions  and  organic  law,  civil  liberty  and 
personal  security  are  forced  to  yield  to  what  is 
claimed  to  be  a  military  necessity,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment itself,  in  the  brief  period  of  three  short 
years,  is  to-day  verging  on  the  very  brink  of  ruin. 

I  am  well  aware,  sir,  tliat  the  cry  of  disloyalty, 
want  of  patriotism,  and  lack  of  devotion  to  the 
Government,  which  is  in  every  place  and  at  all 
times  raised  against  those  who  have  the  independ- 
ence to  disapprove  of  any  of  the  acts  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, as  well  as  an  inordinate  desire  for  Govern- 
ment patronage,  from  the  building  of  a  steamship 
and  a  shoddy  contract  down  to  the  insignificant 
position  of  taking  charge  of  a  mutilated  and  de- 
preciated greenback  in  the  Treasury  building,  has 
clianged  the  opinions  of  many  men,  but  the  fixed 
principles  of  free  government  as  well  as  the  rules 
of  right,  reason,  justice,  and  truth,  are  unchange- 
able; and  although  it  may  be  unpopular,  and  even 
at  the  risk  of  personal  liberty  in  times  like  the 
present,  to  advocate  them,  they  are  nevertheless 
eternal  and  immutable. 

The  distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr.  Stevens,]  who  stands  upon  this  floor 
and  before  the  country  as  an  acknowledged  leader 
of  the  Administration  party,  has  had  the  honesty 
and  independence,  in  a  speech  delivered  at  an 
early  part  of  the  session,  to  announce  what  he 
Ileitis  to  be  the  true  position  of  the  confederate 
6({itc8.  He  says: 
"  Some  tliink  that  tiicse  BtatMore  still  lu  tho  Union  and 


entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws 
of  the  United  States." 

This  idea  he  at  once  repudiates,  and  then  boldly 
affirms  that  which  he  holds  to  be  the  true  doc- 
trine: 

"  Others  hold  that  having  committed  treason,  renounced 
their  allegiance  to  the  Union,  discarded  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  organized  a  distinct  and  hostile  government,  and 
by  force  of  arms  have  risen  from  the  condition  of  insurgents 
to  the  position  of o;i  independent  Power  de  facto,  and  having 
been  acknowledged  as  a  belligerent  both  by  foreign  nations 
and  our  own  Government,  the  Constitution  and  the  Union 
are  abrogated  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  and  that  as  be- 
tween the  two  belligerents  they  are  imder  the  laws  of  war 
and  the  laws  of  nations  alone,  and  that  whichever  Power 
conquers  may  treat  the  vanquished  as  conquered  provinces, 
and  may  impose  upon  them  such  conditions  and  laws  as 
it  may  deem  best." 

In  answer  to  any  objections  that  maybe  raised 
to  this  position  he  says: 

"  But  it  is  said  that  this  must  be  considered  a  contest 
with  rebel  individuals  only,  as  States  in  the  Union  cannot 
make  war.  That  is  true  so  long  as  they  remain  in  the 
Union.  But  they  claim  to  be  out  of  the  IJnion,  and  the 
very  fact  that  we  have  admitted  them  to  be  in  a  state  of 
war,  to  be  belligerents,  shows  that  they  are  no  longer  In  the 
Union,  and  that  they  are  waging  war  in  their  corporate  ca- 
pacity, under  the  corporate  name  of  the  confederate  States, 
and  that  such  major  corporation  is  composed  of  minor  cor- 
porations called  States  acting  in  their  at^ociated  character." 

"  When  an  insurrection  becomes  sufficiently  formidable 
to  entitle  the  party  to  belligerent  rights  it  places  the  con- 
tending Powers  on  precisely  the  same  footing  as  foreign 
nations  at  war  with  each  other."      ***** 

"No  one  acquainted  with  the  magnitude  of  this  contest 
can  deny  toil  tlie  characterof  aciuii  war.  For  nearly  three 
years  the  confederate  States  have  maintained  their  decla- 
ration of  independence  by  force  of  arms."     *      *      *      * 

"  What,  then,  is  the  efTect  of  this  public  war  between 
these  belligerent,  ihese  for^gn  nations'!  Before  this  war 
the  parties  were  bound  together  by  a  compact,  by  a  treaty 
called  a  'Constitution.'  They  acknowledged  the  validity 
of  municipal  laws  mutually  binding  on  each.  Tliis  war 
has  cut  asunder  all  these  ligaments,  abrogated  all  the  obli- 
gations." 

Now,  sir,  for  once,  at  least,  I  agree  with  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that 
the  confederate  States  are  outof  the  Union,  occu- 
pying the  position  of  an  independent  Power  de  facto, 
have  been  acknowledged  as  a  belligerent  both  by 
foreign  nations  and  our  own  Government,  main- 
tained their  declaration  of  independence  for  three 
years  by  force  of  arms,  and  that  the  war  has  cut 
asunder  all  the  ligaments  and  abrogated  all  the 
obligations  that  bound  them  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. So  far  I  agree  with  him,  and  however  un- 
willing we  may  be  to  accept  such  position  as  the 
actual  condition  of  the  confederate  States,  the 
history  of  the  past  three  years,  the  law  of  nations, 
the  genius  of  our  Government,  and  a  regard  for 
truth  compel  me,  at  least,  to  accept  it  and  my 
judgment  to  approve  it,  and  if  the  charge  of  dis- 
loyalty is  .brought  against  me  for  this  opinion  I 
have  only  to  shield  myself  under  the  broad  mantle 
ofthedistinguishedleaderof  the  Republican  party. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  England  and 
France  both  declared  the  confederate  States  to  be 
belligerents,  the  United  States  has  treated  with 
them  as  such  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  the 
Administration  is  to-day,  without  the  honesty  or 
independence  of  the  gentlemsin  from  Pennsylva- 
nia to  avow  it,  doing  precisely  what  he  proposes 
to  do  under  his  war  of  conquest  waged  against  the 
confederate  States  as  a  foreign  nation.  Itis  not  now 
even  pretended  that  the  war  is  carried  on  having 
for  its  object  the  restoration  of  the  Union.  "Recon- 
struction," "consolidation,"  "centralization," 
"  with  an  entire  change  in  the  Constitution,"  are 
the  terms  employed  in  speaking  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  is  to  exist  hereafter.  To  speak  of  the 
Constitution  as  it  is  and  the  Union  as  it  was  is  an 
offense,  subjecting  an  officer  in  the  Army  to  pun- 
ishment by  dismissal  from  the  service,  and  con- 
clusive evidence  of  disloyalty  in  the  citizen. 

If  the  time  ever  was  when  the  Union  could  have 
been  restored  by  war  (which  I  do  not  believe)  it 
has  long  since  been  dispelled  by  emancipation, 
confiscation,  amnesty,  and  the  like  proclamations, 
military  orders  annulling  State  constitutions,  set- 
ting aside  State  laws,  obliterating  State  lines,  and 
attempting  to  organize  and  set  up  a  form  of  State 
government  in  their  stead  in  which  one  man  oiit 
often  who  shall  turn  abolitionist,  take  and  sub- 
scribe an  oath  to  execute  and  obey  the  will  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  whatever  it  may  be,  shall 
govern  and  rule  over  the  remaining  nine  who 
refuse  to  become  abolitionists.  These  follies  of 
the  Administration,  and  others  of  like  character, 
have,  instead  of"  crushing  the  rebellion,  "crushed 
out  whatever  Union  sentiment  may  have  remained 


among  the  southern  people.  It  is  possible  that 
in  districts  of  country  occupied  by  the  Army  oc- 
casionally a  man  maybe  found  who,  seeing  noth- 
ing before  him  but  ignominy  and  death,  his  wife 
and  innocent  children  appealing  to  him  for  pro- 
tection with  all  the  ties  of  filial  affection,  his  prop- 
erty to  be  confiscated  atid  his  family  to  becom^e 
outcasts  and  beggars  in  the  world — that  such  a 
man,  in  order  for  the  time  being  to  save  himself, 
save  his  family,  and  save  his  property,  may  take 
the  oath,  but  the  effect  produced  by  it  will  be  like 
that  of  Galileo,  who  invented  the  telescope  and 
who  first  taught  the  rotary  motion  of  the  earth. 
That  noble  old  Italian, after  many  years  of  labor 
in  the  study  of  science,  and  when  he  had  ad- 
vanced to  the  extreme  age  of  seventy,  was  sum- 
moned before  an  inquisition,  tried,  condemned, 
and  imprisoned  in  a  dungeon  for  teacliing  a  heresy. 
Subsequently  he  was  brought  out  and  offered 
liberty  on  condition  of  his  renouncing  his  heret- 
ical doctrine.  The  effect  of  once  more  beholding 
the  glorious  light  of  the  sun,  and  breathing  again 
the  pure  air  of  heaven,  as  contrasted  with  the 
loathsome  dungeon  in  which  he  had  been  cast, 
and  to  which  he  had  to  return  if  he  did  not  re- 
nounce his  belief  in  the  earth's  motion,  so  far 
overcame  his  humanity  that  he  consented  to  com- 
ply, and  upon  his  bended  knees,  with  his  hands  on 
the  Gospels,  he  abjured  his  belief  in  the  Copemi- 
can  doctrine.  Part  of  his  abjuration  ran  in  these 
words: 

"  With  a  sincere  heart  and  nnfeigned  faith,  I  abjure, 
curse,  and  detest  the  said  errors  and  heresies,  [namely,  that 
the  earth  moves,  &c. ;]  I  swear  that  I  will  never  in  future 
say  or  assert  anything  verbally  or  in  writing  which  may 
give  rise  to  a  similar  suspicion  against  me." 

Rising  from  his  knees,  with  his  eyes  still  fixed 
upon  the  earth,  he  whispered  to  a  friend,  "£pur 
si  muove."     "  It  moves  for  all  that." 

So  it  will  be  with  the  man  who  is  forced  to  take 
the  amnesty  oath,  to  save  himself,  his  family, and 
his  property:  he  may  take  it,  but  in  his  heart 
he  will  detest  and  despise  the  authority  that  re- 
quires it.  Will  such  a  man  be  devoted  to  or 
make  a  good  citizen  of  the  Government  in  which 
he  lives?  Who  shall  believe  it?  The  history  of 
Poland,  of  Hungary,  of  Italy,  and  of  Ireland  fur- 
nishes an  answer  to  the  question.  If  imperial 
Governments  are  not  able  to  hold  in  submissive 
•  obedience  small  portions  of  a  vast  empire,  once 
in  revolt,  how  much  less  a  Government  having 
for  its  basis  "the  consent  of  the  governed!" 

But,  Mr.  Chairman ,"subjugation "is  the  watch- 
word. Liberty  and  freedom  for  the  slave  and  sub- 
jugation or  extermination  for  the  master  is  the 
popular  cry.  "Meet  them,  fight  them,  crush 
them,"  says  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
SiMiTH.]  Sir,  that  is  easily  said  upon  this  floor, 
and  is  popular  with  those  who  from  day  to  day 
fill  the  gallery  of  this  House;  but  even  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  as  well  as  a  number  of 
othermilitary  gentlemen  were  quite  willing  to  fore- 
go the  pleasure  of  the  performance  and  exchange 
their  commissions  as  generals  in  the  field  for  a 
certificate  entitling  them  to  a  seat  upon  this  floor; 
and  were  I  to  judge  ^y  the  willingness  with 
which  it  was  done,  the  tenacity  with  which  they 
hold  on  to  it,  and  the  efforts  some  of  them  are 
making  to  return  here  again,  instead  of  the  war 
spirit  they  breathe  within  these  walls,  I  should 
strongly  suspect  them  of  being  in  sympathy  with 
the  peace  party. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  no  military  man,  and 
therefore  incompetent  to  give  advice  or  advance 
an  opinion  in  military  affairs,  but  I  have  often 
been  forcibly  struck  by  the  remarks  of  Marshal 
Ney  in  reply  to  Napoleon,  as  related  by  Headley 
in  his  Na[)oleon  ana  his  Marshals: 

"  One  day,  at  Madrid,  Napoleon  entered  the  room  where 
Ney  and  several  officers  were  standing,  and  said  in  great 
glee,  'Everything  goes  on  well;  Romania  will  be  reduced 
in  a  fortnight ;  the  English  are  defeated  and  will  be  unable 
to  advance ;  in  three  months  the  war  will  be  finished.'" 

The  officers  to  whom  this  was  addressed  made 
no  reply;  but  Ney,  shaking  his  head,  said  with 
his  characteristic  bluntness: 

" '  Sire,  this  war  has  tasted  long  already,  and  our  affairs 
are  not  improved.  The  people  are  obstinate,  even  their 
women  and  children  fight ;  they  massacre  our  men  in  detail. 
To-day  we  cut  the  enemy  in  pieces,  tomorrow  we  have  to 
oppose  another  twice  as  numerous.  It  is  not  an  army  we 
have  to  figlit,  it  is  a  whole  nation.  I  sec  no  end  la  thia 
business.' 

"  Bonaparte  followed  bis  own  inclinations,  and  waa 
eventually  defeated." 

Mr.  Chairman,  ia  there  not  instruction  in  thu 
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blunt  yet  forcible  reply  of  tiie  old  French  niar- 
shnl  to  his  superior  officer  for  us?  Have  wc  not 
hud  from  lime  to  lime  the  predictions  of  Napoleon 
during  liie  past  three  years,  but  without  a  Mar- 
slial  Ney  to  say,"  I  see  no  end  to  this  business?" 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  do  we  stand  in  the 
eyes  of  the  civilized  world  to-day  in  waging  a  war 
of  subjugation  and  conquest  against  tlie  confed- 
erate SlaU'S  which  have  seceded  from  us  and  set 
up  a  government  of  their  own?  Are  we  not  incon- 
sistent with  all  our  former  acts?  Have  we  not 
been  early  to  admit  this  proper  with  regard  to 
others?  There  never  was  a  people  on  the  face  of 
earth  that  demanded  an  independent  Government 
that  did  not  have  the  sympathy  of  the  American 
people,  and  ought  we  now  to  shrink  from  the  doc- 
trine we  have  been  so  willing  to  apply  to  others? 

My  earliest  recollection  is  the  appeal  made  by 
Clay  and  Webster  in  behalf  of  Greece,  in  1824, 
when  they  so  eloquently  declaimed  in  that  behalf, 
on  this  ilooraiid  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress. 
Whether  it  was  Greece  or  the  States  of  South 
America,  or  Poland,  or  Hungai'y,  or  Italy,  or  Ire- 
land, the  fact  thata  large  country,  for  any  cause, 
demanded  a  distinct  and  separate  Government, 
always  received  the  warmest  sympathy  and  sup- 
port of  the  American  people,  irrespective  of  party. 
Even  as  late  as  December,  1860,  alter  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  elected,  and  after  the  preliminary  steps  for 
secession  had  been  taken,  the  paper  having  the 
largest  circulation  of  any  in  the  Republican  party, 
and  having  more  influence  than  any  other  in  the 
formation  of  Republican  opinion,  declared  that  it 
could  see  no  reason  why,  if  three  million  colonists 
could  separate  from  the  British  Crown  in  1776 
that  five  million  southerners  could  not  separate 
from  us  in  1861.  I  have  been  as  much  puzzled  as 
the  distinguished  Republican  editor,  Mr.  Greeley, 
to  find — looking  at  it  as  a  revolutionary  right — the 
difference  in  position.  Ought  we  to  shruik  from 
the  application  of  a  doctrine  to  ourselves  which 
we  have  been  so  willing  to  apply  to  other  nations, 
Buch  as  Austria,  Russia,  and  Spain?  If  we  do, 
what  will  be  the  judgment  of  impartial  history? 

How  much  better  it  would  have  been  for  us  and 
for  the  cause  of  Democracy  throughout  the  globe, 
what  a  splendid  tribute  it  would  have  been  to  a  re- 
publican Government,  if  we  had  parted  in  peace 
with  our  dissatisfied  sister  States,  as  Mr.  Everett 
recommended  as  late  as  February,  1861,  sustained 
by  such  leading  Republican  journals  as  the  Cin- 
cinnati Commercial,  New  York  Tribune,  Indian- 
apolis Journal,  Chicago  Tribune,  New  Haven 
(Connecticut)  Palladium,  Columbus  Journal,  and 
Salmon  P.  Chase,  now  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  many  others  of  that  school.  What  in  mo- 
narchical countries  had  required  a  long  and  bloody 
war  would  have  been  accomplished  by  demo- 
cratic principles  and  a  republican  sense  of  jus- 
tice. What  a  splendid  proof  it  would  have 
afforded  of  the  capacity  of  the  people  fo-r  self- 
government!  What  a  noble  lesson  it  would  have 
conveyed  to  the  whole  civilized  world  I  The  fi\ct 
that  we  could  rise  superior  to  all  prejudices  and 

Kassions,  and  to  have  conquered  ourselves,  would 
avc  been  the  highest  triumph  that  we  had  ever 
achieved. 

I  regretas  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  any  gentle- 
man upon  this  floor,  that  any  of  our  sister  Slates 
should  have  desired  to  cut  asunder  the  ligaments 
that  bound  them  to  us.  None  would  be  more  will- 
ing than  myself  to  make  any  reasonable  sacri- 
fice to  induce  them  to  return  to  their  partnership 
with  us;  but  slill  recognizing  the  truth  of  the  doc- 
trine taught  by  the  fathers  of  the  Republic  and 
BO  fairly  cx|)resscd  by  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams, 
that  our  Government  was,  after  all,  in  the  heart, 
and  that  it  would  be  belter,  severe  as  would  be 
the  pang  of  regret,  to  pait  in  friendship  ralhor 
than  to  hold  sovereign  States  pinned  to  us  by  the 
bayonet,  as  Mr.  Greeley  expressed  it  in  1861. 
What  advance  have  we  made  in  the  science  and 
princi[)les  of  government  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  wc  cannot  rise  above  the 
Austro-Rusaian  principle  of  holdingsubjectprov- 
inces  by  the  power  of  force  and  coercion,  what 
becomes  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
of  all  our  leaciiings  for  eighty  years?  After  all, 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  the  extent  of  territory 
which  shfjiild  be  tin;  objiict  of  our  de.'iires.  Bet- 
ter sacrifice  even  nine  icntlis  of  the  territory  than 
destroy  our  republican  form  of  goveriimenl. 
What  our  people  desired  in  IH61,  and  which  1 
honored,  though  I  regarded  as  mistaken,  was  liic 


preservation  of  the  Government  and  the  retention 
of  our  jurisdiction  of  the  whole  territory.  They 
were  rightly  willing  to  sacrifice  every  material 
consideration  for  that  purpose.  Land  is  nothing, 
Mr.  Chairman,  compared  to  liberty.  We  existed 
as  a  Republic  when  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
washeld  by  a  foreign  Power,  when  we  had  noth- 
ing west  of  that  river;  when  Florida  was  held 
against  us;  and  we  could  exist  again,  if  by  the 
cliastisemenl  of  Heaven  we  should  be  curtailed  to 
our  old  territorial  dimensions.  For  §15,000,000 
we  purchased  the  whole  of  that  immense  terri- 
tory; and  were  it  a  hundred  thousand  times  as 
valuable  its  preservation  would  not  be  worth  our 
admirable  form  of  government. 

Pride  of  territorial  ambition  is  a  vulgar  and  low 
ambition  of  national  greatness.  Russia,  and  even 
China,  can  vie  with  us  in  that,  but  who  would 
not  rather  reside  in  one  of  the  cantons  of  Switzer- 
land, or  in  Great  Britain,  than  in  those  countries? 
It  is  not  in  the  extent  of  territory  wc  possess,  but 
in  the  manner  in  which  we  govei"n  it  that  renders 
us  respectable.  Many  gentlemen  seem  raiher  to 
look  at  the  quantity  than  the  quality.  All  re- 
publics have  been  destroyed  by  the  thirst  of  terri- 
torial aggrandizement  and  the  lust  of  conquest. 
The  great  object  of  our  Government  should' be 
to  develop  and  cultivate  the  internal  resources 
of  those  friendly  to  its  jurisdiction,  rather  than 
to  extend  it  over  hostile  and  foreign  peoples.  It 
is  in  that  character  that  true  patriotism  is  to  be 
cultivated  and  true  national  glory  found.  Espe- 
cially should  all  republics  cultivate  the  arts  of 
peace,  since  it  is  by  the  war  power  that  free  Gov- 
ernments are  commonly  overturned. 

The  charge  has  been  made  that  democracy  is 
turbulent,  warlike,  and  aggressive,  but  if  so,  it 
is  a  terrible  misconception  of  its  true  interests,  for 
upon  the  people  fall  tiie  awful  calamities  of  armed 
collisions.  An  eminent  poet  (Lord  Byron)  has 
said  that  war  was  a'  game  which,  if  the  people 
were  wise,  kings  and  princes  would  never  play 
at.  The  venerable  Dr.  Franklin,  at  the  close  of 
his  illustrious  career,  remarked  that  there  never 
was  a  good  warand  a  bad  peace.  We  have  made, 
Mr.  Chairman,  by  this  war,  eight  million  bitter 
enemies  upon  the  American  continent.  While 
time  shall  last  the  recollections  of  this  bloody  strife 
will  never  fade  from  the  memories  of  the  people. 
North  and  South,  but  will  be  handed  down  to  the 
latest  generation.  The  words  Sliiloh,  Antietam, 
Gettysburg,  Murfreesboro',  Richmond,  Vicks- 
burg,  and  Fort  Donclson,  are  words  of  division 
and  disunion,  and  will  serve  to  bring  emotions  of 
eternal  hale.  If  it  was  true,  as  was  suggested  by 
a  distinguished  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Wade] 
in  a  speech  in  Portland  in  1855,  that  he  believed 
"  that  no  two  nations  on  earth  hated  each  other  as 
much  as  the  North  and  South,"  how  much  more 
true  is  the  remark  now  after  they  have  been  ar- 
rayed in  such  bloody  contests. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.of  Illinois.  As  the  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  the  key-note  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  the  coining  election,  I  hope 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  his  finishing  his  speech. 
[Cries  of"  Order!"]  It  means  recognition  of  the 
confederacy  by  foreign  Powers,  and  peace  upon 
terms  of  disunion.     [Renewed  cries  of  "Order!"] 

No  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  LONG  proceeded:  It  is  the  object  of  the 
sword  to  cut  and  cleave  asunder,  but  never  to 
unite.  What  union  is  there  between  Russia  and 
Poland,  between  Austria  and  Hungary,  between 
England  and  Catholic  Ireland,  where  tlie  sword 
and  the  bayonet  for  centuries  have  been  employed? 
Instead  ofconferring  national  strength,  they  are 
sourcesof  weakness  to  the  countries  that  hold  them 
in  subjection  ;and  which  would  this  day  be  strong- 
er without  them  than  with  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  lessons  of  history  are  full 
of  warning  and  example.  Much  better  would  it 
have  been  for  us  in  the  beginning,  much  better 
would  it  be  for  us  now,  to  consent  to  a  division 
of  our  magnificent  empire  and  cultivate  amicable 
ri'lations  wilh  our  esiranged  brethren,  than  to 
Re(-k  to  hold  them  to  us  by  the  power  of  the  sword. 

llvra  let  me  advert  to  the  common  yet  perfectly 
glaring  and  apparent  error,  that  to  part  with  our 
jurisdiction  over  eleven  States  involves  the  de- 
Hlru<'.iion  of  our  Government.  The  statement  of 
the  |Mopositioii  demonstrates  its  absurdity.  As 
well  might  one  say,  who  had  a  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  that  he  liad  lost  his  title  deed 


to  all  of  it  because  by  some  misfortune  lie  iiad 
parted  with  fifty.  In  losing  the  South,  not  one 
funclion  of  our  Government  over  us  is  .surren- 
dered. It  remains  over  us  as  completely  sover- 
eign as  it  ever  did.  Here  let  me  say  on  the  ex- 
perience of  my  individual  belief,  that  if  it  had 
been  understood  in  the  North  as  in  the  South 
that  by  the  terms  of  the  Federal  compact  a  Stale 
had  a  right  to  secede  from  the  Union,  this  disrup- 
tion would  never  have  occurred.  Had  the  North 
so  understood  the  matter,  there  would  have  been 
upon  its  part  a  forbearance  from  the  exorcise  of 
extreme  measures,  and  a  desire  not  to  force  the 
southern  States  to  the  wall  that  would  ever  have 
maintained  the  confederacy  unbroken.  It  was 
the  prevalence  of  the  idea  of  the  consolidationists 
in  the  North,  that  the  southern  Stales  had  no 
right  to  and  would  not  secede,  that  tempted  them 
into  that  fatal  policy  that  has  sundtrcd  the  con- 
federacy. 

It  is  said  that  no  confederacy  can  exist  by  a 
recognition  of  this  principle;  but  such  was  not 
the  view  of  the  fathers  of  the  Government.  It 
was  not  the  view  of  Jefferson  and  Madison  in 
their  immortal  resolutions  of  1798  and  1799. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  would 
make  a  confederacy  a  rope  of  sand;  but  if  so,  it 
is  strange  that  the  southern  confederacy,  where 
it  is  recognized,  should  hold  together  through 
such  a  bloody  pressure  as  we  have  applied  to  it 
for  the  last  three  years.  It  is  a  strange  rope  of 
sand  that  endures  all  that. 

But  to  return,  Mr.  Chairman.  As  will  be  judged, 
perhaps,  by  the  tenor  of  these  remarks,  1  am  re- 
luctantly and  despondingly  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  Union  is  lost  never  to  be  restored. 
I  regard  all  dreams  of  the  restoration  of  the  Union 
which  was  the  pride  of  my  life,  and  to  restore 
which  even  now  I  would  pour  out  my  heart's 
blood,  as  worse  than  idle,.  I  see,  neither  North 
nor  South,  any  sentiment  on  which  it  is  possible 
to  build  a  Union.  Those  elements  of  Union  which 
Mr.  Adams  described  have,  by  the  process  of  time, 
been  destroyed.  Worse,yra,worse  than  that, Mr. 
Chairman,  I  am  reluctantly  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  in  attempting  to  preserve  our  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  southern  States  we  have  lost  our 
constitutional  forqjuof  government  over  the  north- 
ern. What  has  been  predicted  by  our  wisest  and 
mosteminentstatesmen  hascome  to  pass;  ingrasp- 
ing  at  the  shadow  we  have  lost  the  substance;  in 
striving  to  retain  the  casket  of  liberty  in  which  our 
jewels  were  confined  we  have  lost  those  precious 
muniments  of  freedom.  Our  Government,  as  all 
know,  is  not  anything  resembling  what  it  was 
three  years  ago;  there  is  not  one  single  vestige  of 
the  Constitution  remaining;every  clauseand  every 
letter  of  it  has  been  violated,  and  I  have  no  idea 
myself  tliat  it  will  ever  again  be  respected ;  revolu- 
tions nevergo  backward  to  the  pointat  which  they 
started.  There  has  always  been  a  large  party  in 
this  country  favorable  to  a  stronger  monarchical 
Government, and  they  have  now  all  the  elements 
upon  which  to  establish  one:  they  liave  a  vast 
army,  an  immense  public  debt,  and  an  irresponsi- 
ble Executive.  Ambitious  to  retain  power,  he  fs 
a  candidate  for  reelection, and,  as  Commander-in- 
Chief,  it  is  charged  (whether  true  or  false  I  shall 
not  undertake  to  decide)  that  he  has  already  used 
the  Army  in  the  Florida  expedition  to  advance  his 
chances  of  success.  One  of  the  generals  he  has 
decapiialed  (General  Fremont)  has  entered  the 
field  todispute  his  claim  to  a  continuance  in  power; 
and  if  the  Chronicle  of  this  city,  the  President's 
organ,  is  correct  in  its  construction  of  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  New  York  Herald,  speaking  of  Lieu- 
tenant General  Grant,  the  question  is  already 
mooted  whether  he,  in  certain  contingencies,  at  liie 
head  of  the  Army,  would  not  bcjustified  in  assum- 
ing the  reins  of  Government. 

The  very  idea  upon  which  this  war  is  founded, 
coercion  of  Slates,  leads  to  despotism.  To  preserve 
a  republican  form  of  government  under  any  con- 
stitution, under  the  prevalence  of  the  doctrinea 
now  in  vogue,  is  clearly  impossible.  These  con- 
victions of  ihe  complete  overthrow  of  ourGovern- 
meiit  are  as  unwelcome  and  unjileasant  to  me  as 
they  are  to  any  niomber  of  this  House.  Would 
to  God  the  facts  were  such  that  1  could  cherish 
other  convictions.  I  may  be  denounced  as  dis- 
loyal and  unpniriotic  for  entertaining  them,  but 
it  will  only  be  by  shallow  fools  and  arrant  knaves, 
who  do  not  know  or  will  not  admit  the  ilin'er- 
eiicc  between  recognizing  a  fact  uiid  creating  its 
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existence.  A  man  may  not  desire  to  die,  but 
nevertheless  his  belief  will  not  alter  the  fact  of 
his  mortality. 

I  shall  not,  in  these  remarks,  recur  to  the  un- 
pleasant and  acrimonious  controversy  of  who  is 
responsible  for  the  death^nd  destruction  of  our 
Republic.  I  do  not  see  that  any  such  discussion 
now  would  be  productive  of  good.  I  entertain 
clear  and  strong  convictions  upon  that  point,  con- 
victions that  1  have  no  doubt  will  be  shared  in  by 
the  impartial  historian  of  the  future;  for  the  pres- 
ent I  am  willing  to  let  the  past  with  all  its  recol- 
lections rest,  provided  we  can  snatch  from  the 
common  ruin  some  of  our  old  relics  of  freedom. 

I  do  not  share  in  the  belief  entertained  by  many 
of  my  political  friends  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere, 
thatanypeace  is  attainable  upon  the  basis  of  union 
and  reconstruction.  If  the  Democratic  parly  were 
in  power  to-day  I  have  no  idea,  and  honesty  com- 
pels me  to  declare  it,  that  they  could  restore  the 
Union  of  thirty-four  States.  My  mind  has  under- 
gone an  entire  change  upon  that  subject;  and  1 
now  believe  that  there  are  but  two  alternatives,  and 
they  are  either  an  acknowledgment  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  South  as  an  independent  nation, 
or  their  complete  subjugation  and  extermination 
as  a  people;  and  of  these  alternatives  I  prefer  the 
former. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  take  little  or  no  interest  in  the 
discussion  of  the  question  which  many  of  my  po- 
litical friends  would  make  an  issue,  as  to  how  this 
war  shall  be  prosecuted,  its  manner  and  object. 
I  regard  that  as  worse  than  trifling  with  the  great 
question.  I  do  not  believe  there  can  be  any  pros- 
ecution of  the  war  against  a  sovereign  State  under 
the  Constitution,  and  1  do  not  believe  that  a  war 
60  carried  on  can  be  prosecuted  so  as  to  render  it 
proper,  justifiable,  or  expedient,  .^n unconstitu- 
tional war  can  only  be  carried  on  in  an  unconstitu- 
tio7ial  manner,  and  to  prosecute  it  further  under 
the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mi-.  Stevens,]  as  a  war  waged  against  the  con- 
federates as  an  independent  nation,  for  the  purpose 
of  conquest  and  subjugation,  as  he  proposes,  and 
the  Administration  is  in  truth  and  in  fact  doing,  I 
am  equally  opposed. 

I  say  further,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if  this  war 
is  to  be  still  farther  prosecuted.  I,  for  one,  prefer 
that  it  shall  be  done  under  tflPauspices  of  those 
who  now  conduct  its  management,  as  I  do  not 
want  the  party  with  which  I  am  connected  to  be 
in  any  degree  responsible  for  its  result,  which 
cannot  be  otherwise  than  disastrous  and  suicidal; 
let  the  responsibility  remain  where  it  is,  until  we 
can  have  a  change  of  policy  instead  of  men,  if 
such  a  thing  is  possible.  Nothing  could  be  more 
fatal  for  the  Democratic  party  than  to  seek  to 
come  into  power  pledged  to  a  continuance  of  the 
war  policy.  Such  a  policy  would  be  a  libel 
upon  its  creed  in  the  past  and  the  ideas  that  lay 
at  the  basis  of  all  free  government,  and  would 
lead  to  its  complete  demoralization  and  ruin.  I 
believe  the  masses  of  the  Democratic  party  are 
for  peace,  that  they  would  be  placed  in  a  false 
position  if  they  should  nominate  a  war  candidate 
fpr  the  Presidency  and  seek  to  make  the  issue 
upon  the  narrow  basis  of  how  the  war  should 
be  prosecuted. 

For  my  own  part,  as  I  have  already  indicated, 
I  fear  that  our  old  Gpvernment  cannot  be  pre- 
served, even  under  the  best  auspices  and  with 
any  policy  that  may  be  now  adopted,  yet  I  de- 
sire to  see  the  Derjjocratic  party,  with  which  I 
have  always  been  connected,  preserve  its  con- 
sistency and  republican  character  unshaken. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  should 
be  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  direct  the  Sergcant- 
at-Arms  to  bring  a  white  flag  and  plant  it  in  the 
aisle  between  myself  and  my  colleague  who  has 
just  addressed  you. 

I  recollecton  one  occasion  when  twogreatarmies 
Btood  face  to  face,  that  under  a  white  flag  just 
planted  I  approached  a  company  of  men  dressed 
in  the  uniform  of  the  rebel  confederacy,  and 
reached  out  my  hand  to  one  of  the  number  and 
told  him  I  respected  him  asa  brave  man.  Though 
he  wore  the  emblems  of  disloyalty  and  treason, 
still  underneath  his  vestments  I  beheld  a  brave 
and  honest  soul. 

I  would  reproduce  that  scene  here  this  after- 
noon. 1  say, toe»-c  there  such  a  fl;\g  <if  truce — but 
God  forgive  me  if  I  should  do  it  under  any  other 
circumstances! — I  would  reach  out  tiiis  right  hand 
and  ask  that  gentleman  to  take  it;  because  I  honor 


his  bravery  and  his  honesty.  I  believe  what  has 
just  fallen  from  his  lips  is  the  honest  sentiment  of 
his  heart,  and  in  uttering  it  he  has  made  a  new 
epoch  in  the  history  of  this  war;  he  has  done  a 
new  thing  under  the  sun;  he  has  done  a  brave 
thing.  It  is  braver  than  to  face  cannon  and  mus- 
ketry, and  I  honor  him  for  his  candor  and  frank- 
ness. 

But  now  I  ask  you  to  take  away  the  flag  of  truce ; 
and  I  will  go  back  inside  the  Union  lines,  and 
speak  of  what  he  has  done.  I  am  reminded  by 
it  of  a  distinguished  character  in  Paradise  Lost. 
When  he  had  rebelled  against  the  glory  of  God 
and  "led  away  a  third  part  of  heaven's  sons, 
conjured  against  the  Highest,"  when  after  terri- 
ble battles  in  which  mountains  and  hills  were 
hurled  by  each  contending  host  "with  'jacula- 
tions  dire;"  when  at  last  the  leader  and  his  hosts 
were  hurled  down  "nine  times  the  space  that 
measures  day  and  night,"  and  after  the  terrible 
fall  lay  stretched  prone  on  the  burning  lake,  Satan 
lifted  up  his  shattered  bulk,  crossed  the  abyss, 
looked  down  into  Paradise,  and,  soliloquizing, 
said: 

"Which  way  1  fly  Is  hell;  myself  ain  hell." 

It  seems  to  me  in  that  utterance  he  expressed 
the  very  sentiment  to  which  you  have  just  list- 
ened; uttered  by  one  no  less  brave,  malign,  and 
fallen.  This  man  gathers  up  the  meaning  of  this 
great  contest,  the  philosophy  of  the  moment,  the 
prophecies  of  the  iiour,and,in  sight  of  the  para- 
dise of  victory  and  peace,  utters  them  all  in  this 
wail  of  terrible  despair,  "Which  way  1  fly  is  hell." 
He  ought  to  add,  "  Myself  am  hell." 

Mr,  Chairman,  I  am  reminded  of  two  charac- 
ters in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  as  compared 
with  two  others  in  the  war  of  to-day. 

The  first  was  Lord  Fairfax,  who  dwelt  near 
the  Potomac,  a  few  miles  from  us.  When  the 
great  contest  was  opened  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies.  Lord  Fairfax,  after  a 
protracted  struggle  with  his  own  heart,  decided 
that  he  must  go  with  the  mother  country.  He 
gathered  his  mantle  about  him  and  went  over 
grandly,  solemnly,  and  impressively,  and  joined 
the  fortunes  of  Great  Britain  against  the  home  of 
his  adoption. 

But  there  was  another  man  who  cast  in  his  lot 
with  the  struggling  colonies,  and  continued  with 
them  till  the  war  was  well-nigh  ended.  But  in  a 
day  of  darkness,  which  just  preceded  the  glory 
of  the  morning,  that  other  man,  deep  down  in  the 
damned  pits  of  his  black  heart,  hatched  the  treason 
to  surrender  forever  all  that  had  been  gained  to  the 
enemies  of  his  country.  Benedict  Arnold  was  that 
man. 

Fairfax  and  Arnold  find  their  parallel  in  the 
struggle  of  to-day. 

When  this  war  began  many  good  men  stood 
hesitating  and  doubling  what  they  ought  to  do. 
Their  doctrine  of  State  rights,  their  sympathies, 
all  they  had  ever  loved  and  longed  for,  were  in 
the  South,  and  after  long  and  painful  liesitation 
some  of  them  at  last  went  with  the  enemies  of  the 
nation. 

At  that  time  Robert  E.  Lee  sat  in  his  home 
across  the  river  here  doubting  and  delaying,  and 
^oing  off  at  last  almost  tearfully  to  join  the  ene- 
mies of  his  country.  He  reminds  me  in  some  re- 
spects of  Lord  Fairfax,  the  stately  royalist  of  the 
Revolution. 

But  now,  when  hundreds  of  thousands  of  brave 
souls  have  gone  up  to  God  under  the  shadow  of 
the  flag,  and  when  thousands  more,  maimed  and 
shattered  in  the  contest,  are  sadly  awaiting  the 
deliverance  of  death;  now,  when  three  years  of  ter- 
rific warfare  liave  raged  over  us,  when  our  armies 
have  pushed  the  rebellion  back'  over  mountains 
and  rivers  and  crowded  it  back  into  narrow  limits, 
until  a  wall  of  fire  girds  it;  now,  when  the  uplifted 
hand  of  a  majestic  people  is  about  to  let  fall  the 
lightning  of  its  conquering  power  upon  the  rebel- 
lion; now,  in  the  quiet  of  this  Hall,  hatched  in  the 
lowest  depths  of  a  similar  dark  treason,  there  rises 
a  Benedict  Arnold  and  proposes  to  surrender  us 
all  u]i,  body  and  spirit,  the  nation  and  the  flag,  its 
genius  and  its  honor,  now  and  forever,  to  the  ac- 
cursed traitors  to  our  country.  And  that  prop- 
osition comes — God  forgive  and  jiitymy  beloved 
State  ! — it  cotn'es  from  a  citizen  of  the  honored  and 
loyal  Common  wealtlr  of  Ohio. 

I  implore  you,  brethren  in  this  House,  not  to 
believe  that  numy  such  births  ever  gave  pangs  to 
my  mother  State  such  as  she  suflcred  wlicn  that 


traitor  was  born.  [Suppressed  applause  and  sen- 
sation.] I  beg  you  not  to  believe  that  on  the  soil 
of  that  State  another  such  growth  has  ever  de- 
formed the  face  of  nature  and  darkened  the  li"-ht 
of  God's  day.  [An  audible  whisper,  "  Vallan- 
digham."]  But  ah,  I  am  reminded  that  there  are 
other  such.  My  zeal  and  love  for  Ohio  have  car- 
ried me  too  far.  I  retract.  1  remember thatonly 
a  few  days  since  a  political  convention  met  at  the 
capital  of  my  State,  and  almost  decided  to  select 
from  just  such  material  a  Representative  for  the 
Democratic  party  in  the  coming  contest;  and  to- 
day, what  claim  to  be  a  majority  of  the  Democ- 
racy of  that  Stale  say  that  they  have  been  cheated 
or  they  would  have  made  that  choice.  I  there- 
fore sadly  take  back  the  boast  I  first  uttered  in  be- 
half of  my  native  State. 

But,  sir,  1  will  forget  States.  We  have  some- 
thing greater  than  States  and  State  pride  to  talk  of 
here  to-day.  All  personal  or  State  feeling  aside, 
I  ask  you  what  is  the  proposition  which  the  en- 
emy of  his  country  has  just  made.'     What  is  it? 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  contest 
it  is  proposed  in  this  Hall  to  give  Uj)  the  strug- 
gle, to  abandon  the  war,  and  let  treason  run  riot 
through  the  land!  I  will,  if  I  can,  dismiss  feel- 
ing from  my  heart,  and  try  to  consider  only  what 
bears  upon  the  logic  of  the  speech  to  which  we 
have  just  listened. 

First  of  all,  the  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  right 
of  secession  is  a  constitutional  right.  I  do  not 
propose  to  enter  into  the  argument.  I  have  ex- 
pressed myself  hitherto  upon  State  sovereignty 
and  State  rights,  of  which  this  proposition  of  his 
is  the  legitimate  child. 

But  the  gentleman  takes  higher  ground—and 
in  that  I  agree  with  him — namely,  that  five  mil- 
lion or  eight  million  people  possess  the  right  of 
revolution.  Grant  it;  we  agree  there.  If  fifty- 
nine  men  can  make  revolution  successful,  they 
have  the  right  of  revolution.  Ifone  Slate  wishes 
tol)reak  its  connection  with  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  does  it  by  force  maintaining  itself,  it  is 
an  independent  State.  If  the  eleven  southern 
States  are  determined  and  resolved  to  leave  the 
Union,  to  secede,  to  revolutionize,  and  can  main- 
tain that  revolution  by  force,  they  have  the  revo- 
lutionary right  to  do  so.  Grant  it.  I  stand  on 
that  platform  with  the  gentleman. 

And  now  the  question  comes,  is  it  our  consti- 
tutional duty  to  let  them  do  it.'  That  is  the  ques- 
tion, and  in  order  to  reach  it  I  beg  to  call  your  at- 
tention, not  to  an  argument,  but  to  the  condition 
of  affairs  which  would  result  from  such  action — 
the  mere  statement  of  which  becomes  the  strong- 
est possible  argument.  What  does  this  gentle- 
man propose?  Where  will  he  draw  the  line  of 
division?  If  the  rebels  carry  into  successful  se- 
cession what  they  desire  to  carry,  if  their  revolu- 
tion envelops  as  many  States  as  they  intend  it 
shall  envelop,  if  they  draw  the  line  where  Isham 
G.  Harris,  the  rebel  Governor  of  Tennessee,  in 
the  rebel  camp  near  our  lines,  told  Mr.  Vallan- 
digham  they  would  draw  it — along  the  liiie  of  the 
Ohio  and  of  the  Potomac — if  they  make  good  their 
statement  to  him  that  they  will  never  consent  to 
any  other  line,  then  I  ask  what  is  this  thing  that 
the  gentleman  proposes  to  do? 

He  proposes  to  leave  to  the  United  States  a  ter- 
ritory reaching  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific, 
and  one  hundred  miles  wide  in  the  center!  From 
Wellsville  on  the  Ohio  river  to  Cleveland  on  the 
lakes  is  one  hundred  miles.  I  ask  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  if  there  be  a  man  here  so  insane  as  to 
suppose  that  the  American  people  will  allow  their 
magnificent  national  proportions  to  be  shorn  to 
so  deformed  a  shape  as  this? 

I  tell  you,  and  I  confess  it  here,  that  while  1 
hope  I  have  something  of  human  courage,  I  have 
not  enough  to  contemplate  such  a  result.  I  a.Mi 
not  brave  enough  to  go  to  the  brink  of  the  preci- 
pice of  successful  secession  and  look  down  into  it.s 
damned  abyss.  If  my  vision  were  keen  enough 
to  pierce  to  its  bottom,  I  would  not  dare  to  look. 
If  there  be  a  man  here  who  dare  contemplate  such 
a  scene,  I  look  upon  him  cither  as  the  bravest  ol 
the  sons  of  women  or  as  a  downright  madman. 
Secession  to  gain  peace!  Secession  is  the  tocsin 
of  eternal  war.  There  can  be  no  end  to  such  a 
war  as  will  be  inaugurated  if  this  thing  be  done. 
Suppose  the  policy  of  the  gentleman  were 
adopted  to-day.  Let  the  order  go  forth;  sound 
the  "  recall"  on  your  bugles,  and  let  it  linirfrom 
Texas  to  the  far  Atlantic,  and  tell  the  armies  to 
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come  back.  Call'tlic  victorious  li>2;ions  back  gvrr 
the  battle-fields  of  blood,  forever  now  disgraced. 
Call  them  back  over  the  territory  which  they  have 
conquered.  Call  them  back,  and  let  the  minions 
of  secession  chase  them  witli  derision  and  jeers 
as  they  come.  And  then  tell  them  that  that  man 
across  the  aisle,  from  the  free  State  of  Ohio,  gave 
birth  to  the  monstrous  proposition. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  such  a  word  should  be  sent 
forth  through  the  armies  of  the  Union,  the  wave 
of  terrible  vengeance  that  would  sweep  back  over 
this  land  could  never  find  a  parallel  in  the  records 
of  history.  Almostinthe  moment  of  final  victory 
the  "recall"  is  sounded  by  a  craven  people  not 
deserving  freedom!  We  ought  every  man  to  be 
made  a  slave  should  we  sanction  such  a  senti- 
ment. 

The  gentleman  has  told  us  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  coercion  justifiable  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. I  ask  him  for  one  moment  to  reflect,  that 
no  statute  ever  was  enforced  without  coercion. 
It  is  the  basis  of  every  law  in  the  universe — God's 
law  as  well  as  man's.  A  law  is  no  law  without 
coercion  behind  it.  When  a  man  has  murdered 
his  bi-othcr,  coercion  takes  the  murderer,  tries 
him,  and  liangshim.  When  you  levy  your  taxes 
coercion  secures  their  collection;  it  follows  the 
shadow  of  the  thief  and  brings  him  to  justice;  it 
accompanies  your  diplomacy  to  foreign  courts, 
and  backs  the  declaration  of  the  nation's  rights 
by  a  pledge  of  the  nation's  power.  But  when 
the  life  of  that  nation  is  imperiled  we  are  told 
that  it  has  no  coercive  power  against  the  parri- 
cides in  its  own  bosom!  Again,  he  tells  us  that 
oaths  taken  under  the  amnesty  proclamation  are 
good  for  nothing.  The  oath  of  Galileo,  he  says, 
was  not  binding  upon  him.  I  am  reminded  of  an- 
other oath  that  was  taken;  but  perhaps  it  too  was 
an  oath  on  the  lips  alone  to  which  the  heart  made 
no  response. 

I  remember  to  have  stood  in  a  line  of  nineteen 
men  from  Ohio  on  thatcarpct  yonder  on  the  first 
day  of  the  session,  and  I  remember  that  with  up- 
lifted hands  before  Almighty  God  those  nineteen 
took  an  oath  to  support  and  maintain  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  And  I  remember 
that  another  oath  was  passed  around  and  each 
member  signed  itas  provided  by  law,  utterly  re- 
pudiating the  rebellion  and  its  pretenses.  Does 
the  gentleman  not  blush  to  speak  of  Galileo's 
oath.'     Was  not  his  own  its  counterpart.'' 

He  says  the  Union  can  never  be  restored  be- 
cause ofthe  terrible  hatreil  engendered  by  the  war. 
To  prove  it  he  quotes  what  some  southern  man 
said  a  few  years  ago,  that  he  knew  no  hatred  be- 
tween peoples  in  the  world  like  that  between  the 
North  and  the  South,  And  yet  that  North  and 
South  have  been  one  nation  for  eighty-eighty  ears  ! 

Have  we  seen  in  this  contest  anything  more 
bitter  than  the  wars  ofthe  Scottish  border.'  Have 
we  seen  anything  Ijittcrer  than  those  terrible  feuds 
in  the  days  of  Edward  when  England  and  Scot- 
land were  the  deadliest  foes  on  earth?  And  yet 
for  centuries  those  countries  have  been  cemented 
in  an  indissoluble  union  that  has  made  the  British 
nation  one  of  the  proudest  of  the  earth  ! 

I  said  a  little  while  ago  that  I  accepted  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  that  the  rebels  had  the 
right  of  revolution;  and  the  decisive  issue  between 
us  and  the  rebellion  is,  whether  they  shall  revo- 
lutionize and  destroy,  or  wc  shall  subdue  and  pre- 
serve. We  take  the  latterground.  We  take  the 
common  weapons  of  war  to  meet  them;  and  if 
these  be  not  sufficient,  I  would  take  any  element 
which  will  overwhelm  and  destroy;  I  would  sac- 
rifice the  dearestand  best  beloved;  I  would  take 
all  the  old  sanctions  of  law  and  the  Constitution 
and  fling  them  to  the  winds,  if  necessary,  rather 
than  let  the  nation  l>c  broken  in  pieces  and  its 
people  destroyed  with  endless  rui«. 

What  is  the  Con.stitution  that  these  gentlemen 
are  perpetually  flinging  in  our  facea  whenever  we 
desire  to  strike  hard  blows  against  the  rebellion? 
It  is  tlie  production  of  the  American  people.  They 
made  it,  and  the  creator  is  mightier  than  the  creat- 
ure. The  nowcr  which  made  the  Constitution 
can  also  make  other  instruments  to  do  its  great 
work  in  the  day  of  its  dire  necessity. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  1  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man a  question.  1  want  to  know  if  he  did  not 
just  say  that  with  nineteen  others  he  stepped  for- 
ward to  the  Speaker's  desk  and  swore  to  support 
the  Constitutiiiii  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  did;  and  I  am  very  happy 


the  giMitluman  has  reminded  me  of  it  at  this  time; 
and  1  remember  in  the  very  preamble  of  that  Con- 
stitution it  is  declared  to  be  ordained  for  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  the  general  welfare  and  pro- 
viding for  the  common  defense;  and  on  that  very 
ground,  based  on  that  very  statement  of  its  de- 
clared object,  1  not  only  lifted  up  my  hand  to 
swear  to  support  that  Constitution  before  God, 
but  it  makes  me  now  sorry  there  had  not  been  a 
sword  in  it  when  I  lifted  it  up,  to  strike  down 
any  and  all  who  would  oppose  the  use  of  all  the 
means  God  has  placed  in  our  power  for  over- 
throwing the  rebellion  forever. 

I  am  reminded  here  of  a  fact  which  I  had 
well-nigh  forgotten.  Last  summer  I  remember 
a  Union  spy  came  to  our  camp  bringing  two  let- 
tersaddressed  to  "Major  GeneralJoiin  C.  Breck- 
inridge, C.  S.  A."  They  were  letters  ofintroduc- 
tion  stilting  that  the  bearer  desired  to  obtain  a 
commission  in  the  rebel  army,  and  commending 
him  as  a  gallant  and  reliable  man  whom  Breck- 
inridge could  trust.  One  of  these  letters  was 
signed  by  a  man  who  lately  held  a  seat  in  this 
House!  [Cries  of"  Name  him!  "from  the  Demo- 
cratic side  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  will  produce  the  letter  in 
due  time.  It  is  not  here  with  me.  The  other  let- 
ter was  from  an  associate  of  his,  prominent  in  the 
local  Democratic  politics  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 
I  am  responsible  for  producing  those  letters. 
[Cries  of  "Name!"] 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  give 
the  names  now. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  When  I  produce  the  let- 
ters any  further  testimony  that  may  be  called  for 
can  be  had  at  my  hands. 

Mr.  Cliairman,  let  me  mention  another  class  of 
facts  in  this  same  connection.  We  were  com- 
fielled  last  year  to  send  our  secret  service  men  to 
ferret  out  the  insidious  work  of  that  organization 
known  as  the  "Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle," 
which  was  attempting  to  corrupt  the  Army  and 
destroy  its  efficiency;  and  it  was  found  that  by 
the  most  subtle  and  secret  means  the  signs  and 
passwords  of  that  order  were  being  made  known 
to  such  men  in  the  Army  as  were  disaffected  or 
could  be  corrupted.  JWitness  also  the  riots  and 
murders  whicii  their  agents  are  committing 
throughout  the  loyal  North,  under  the  lead  and 
guidance  of  the  party  whose  Representatives  sit 
yonder  across  the  aisle;  and  now,  just  as  the  time 
is  coming  on  when  we  are  to  select  a  President  for 
the  next  four  years,  one  rises  among  them  and 
fires  the  beacon,  throws  up  the  blue-light  which 
will  be  seen  and  rejoiced  over  at  the  rebel  capital 
in  Richmond  as  the  signal  that  the  traitors  in  our 
camp  are  organized  and  ready  for  their  hellish 
work.  I  believe  the  utterance  of  to-day  is  the 
uplifted  banner  of  revolt.  I  ask  you  to  mark  the 
signal  that  blazes  here,  and  see  if  there  will  not 
soon  appear  the  answering  signals  of  traitprs  all 
over  the  land.  If  I  am  wrong  in  this  prediction 
I  shall  be  ihatikful,  but  I  am  only  too  fearful  of 
its  truth. 

Let  me  say  in  conclusion,  if  these  men  do  mean 
to  light  the  torch  of  war  in  all  our  homes;  if  they 
have  resolved  to  begin  the  fearful  work  which 
will  redden  ourstreetsand  this  Capitol  with  blood, 
the  American  people  should  know  it  at  once  and 
prepare  to  meet  it. 

ivlr.  LONG.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  but  a 
very  few  minutes  to  rejily  to  my  colleague  who  has 
seen  proper  to  call  in  question  very  seriously  what 
I  have  said  this  afternoon.  I  stated,  sir,  very  dis- 
tinctly when  I  commenced  that  1  spoke  for  my- 
self, and  that  1  alone  would  be  responsible  for 
what  I  said.  I. am  well  aware  of  all  that  1  did 
say.  1  have  said  it  deliberately.  1  have  said  it 
because  my  conscience  told  me  it  was  right  and 
my  judgment  approved  it.  I  have  said  it  because 
when  I  walked  down  with  my  colleague  to  the 
front  of  that  desk  to  take  the  oath  required  of  me 
in  becoming  a  member  of  this  House,  I  held  up 
my  hand,  as  he  raised  liis,  before  Heaven  and 
took  upon  myself  a  solemn  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  so  help  me 
God,  fearless  of  all  the  charges  that  can  be  mnde 
against  me  by  that  gentlemati  or  any  other, or  by 
all  the  minions  of  power  in  the  huid.I  never  will 
violate  that  oath,  or  shrink  from  the  responsibility 
which  1  then  assumed. 

1  have  never,  sir,  belonged  to  a  party  which 
look  that  oaih  with  a  mental  reservation.  1  never 
took  the  oath  with  a  determination  not  to  obey 


a  part  of  the  laws  of  the  land.  I  remember  the 
district  ofcountry  from  which  my  colleague  hails, 
the  conventions  that  have  been  held  there,  and 
the  forcible  resistance  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
law  that  have  been  mj^e  there.  I  remember  when 
the  party  now  in  power  undertook  to  set  aside  a 
solemn  act  of  Congress  and  appealed  to  the  su- 
preme court  of  our  State  to  override  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  Sir,  I  have  never 
been  guilty  of  that  crime.  I  have  never,  I  repeat, 
belonged  to  a  party  that  takes  this  oath  with  a 
mental  reservation.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  my 
colleague  had  desired  to  stand  right  before  the 
House  and  before  the  country,  before  he  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  charging  me  individually 
with  being  disloyal,  he  Should  have  remembered 
the  authorities  that  I  brought  before  the  House, 
and  when  he  branded  me  as  disloyal  would  have 
recollected  that  the  leaders  of  his  own  party  and 
the  organs  of  his  own  party,  from  the  New  York 
Tribune  down  to  the  Columbus  Journal  of  the 
State  in  which  he  and  I  live,  have  advocated  the 
doctrines  that  I  have  promulgated  here  to-day, 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  hailing 
from  our  State  too,  advocates  this  identical  doc- 
trine. 

Then,  sir,  if  that  be  treason,  all  these  men  are 
traitors.  I  preferred  to  get  my  authority  from 
the  party  to  which  my  colleague  belongs  when 
I  put  myself  before  the  House  and  country  as  I 
have  done  to-day.  I  then  say,  "  If  that  be  trea- 
son, make  the  most  of  it — make  the  most  of  it." 
I  have  brought  here  the  authorities.  In  my  judg- 
ment they  are  correct  and  sound.  I  have  not, 
perhaps,  had  theopportunities  of  some  othergen- 
tlemen  on  this  floor,  but  my  earliest  inspirations 
were  those  of  love  and  admiration  for  my  coun- 
try, and  for  the  distinguished  statesmen  who  have 
adorned  the  pages  of  her  history.  I  have  not 
been  an  unconcerned  spectator  of  what  has  taken 
place.  When  I  read  the  eloquent  appeals  of  Clay 
and  Webster,  when  I  read  the  eloquent  oration  of 
John  Q,uincy  Adams,  when  I  read  the  report 
which  1  have  produced  to-day  of  Thomas  H.  Ben- 
ton, Martin  Van  Buren, and  WilliamH.  Harrison, 
when  I  referred,  as  I  have,  to  what  the  Secretary 
of  State  said  three  days  before  the  Sunday  when 
the  proclam*tioi|g|pr  seventy-five  thousand  men 
was  issued,  and  TD  what  Edward  Everett  said  be- 
fore coercion  had  commenced,  when  I  referred  to 
what  was  said  by  a  Senator  from  Ohio  [B.  F. 
Wade]  and  the  present  occupant  of  the  presi- 
dential chair,  when  I  referred  to  all  these,  I  knew 
that  they  were  all  leaders  of  the  party  to  which 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber  be- 
long. Then,  sir,  if  I  am  a  traitor,  equally  so  are 
they  I  All  that  1  ask  is  that  I  may  be  credited 
with  honesty  and  sincerity  of  convictions,  and 
for  independence  in  declaring  them  in  this  House 
and  before  the  country.  I  am  willing  to  abide 
the  consequences  and  take  the  responsibility. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  charge  in  respect  to  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Circle,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
such  thing.  So  help  me  God  I  never  had,  and 
with  God 's  help  I  never  will  have — never  !  I  am 
a  member  of  no  political  secret  organization.  '  1 
have  never  been  a  member  of  any  except  one 
which  was  known  as  the  Miami  tribe  in  the  county 
where  I  live.  I  defy  the  world  to  point  to  a  single 
instance  in  my  life  where  I  have  ever  had  any 
connection  with  or  any  knowledge  of  any  other 
secret  political  organization.  So  much  for  the 
gentleman's  charge  against  "hie  on  that  score. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  did  not 
charge  the  gentleman  as  belonging  to  the  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Circle.  If  I  were  so  understood 
1  here  distinctly  disavow  any  such  intention.  I 
think  I  (lid  not  say  so.  I  only  said  that  such  an 
organization  existed;  and  I  regarded  it  as  under 
the  protection  and  direction  of  the  Democratic 
parly. 

Mr.  LONG.  Such  nn  organization  may  exist 
for  aught  I  know,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it, 
and  no  communication  with  it.  1  do  not  know 
that  any  such  organization  exists;  I  trust  in  God 
that  it  has  no  existence.  I  carry  no  banner;  I 
sound  no  key-note;  I  speak  for  no  party.  I  know 
that  I  utter  sentiments  which  those  on  this  side 
of  the  House  disapprove;  but  1  say  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  true,  and  what  my  judgment  dictates 
to  be  right.  1  have  said  it  because  it  meets  the 
approval  of  my  own  judgment.  I  stand  upon  it. 
I  believe  there  is  no  power  under  the  Constitution 
to  coerce  sovereign  Stales  in  the  Union.   Follow- 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


THE  OFFICIAL  PROCEEDINGS  OF  CONaPtESS,  PUBLISHED  BY  JOHN  C.  EIVES,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  1st  Session. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  12,  1864. 


New  Series No.  95. 


ing  the  lead  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,]  I  am  opposed  to 
coercing  them  out  of  the  Union.  I  referred  to 
authorities  sustaining  me  in  that  position,  and  if 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Garfield]  were  so  quick  in 
his  response  to  the  doctrine,  I  ask  him  why  he 
did  not  rise  in  his  place  and  make  the  same  de- 
nuncion  against  the  leader  of  his  own  party  [Mr. 
Stevens]  when  he  made  his  speech  at  an  early 
day  of  the  session  in  reference  to  the  ppsition  of 
the  southern  States? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  } 

Mr.  LONG.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  If  the  gentleman  will  refer 
to  the  speech  on  confiscation  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  deliver,  he  will  see  that  I  dissented  from  the 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in 
very  pointed  and  precise  terms. 

Mr.  LONG.  That  is  all  very  true.  I  have 
read  the  gentleman's  speech.  I  think  I  also  heard 
him  say  upon  another  occasion  that  he  would 
leap  over  the  barriers  of  the  Constitution  to  put 
down  this  rebellion.  I  think  I  heard  that  escape 
from  his  lips  during  this  session. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  said  what  I  did  say  upon 
that  occasion  with  great  circumspection  and  care, 
and  all  I  ask  is  that  the  gentleman  will  fairly  quote 
me,  as  I  presume  he  intended  to  do.  In  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  the  central  district  of  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cox]  who  is  not  now  in  his  seat,  when  he 
asked  me  if  I  would  break  the  Constitution,  I 
answered  that  I  would  not  break  the  Constitution 
at  all  unless  it  should  become  necessary  to  over- 
leap its  barriers  to  save  the  Union.  I  did  not  say 
then,  as  I  do  say  now,  that  on  such  an  occasion 
I  would  overleap  the  barriers  of  the  Constitution, 
but  I  would  leap  into  the  arms  of  a  willing  people 
who  made  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  LONG.  Then  I  give  my  colleague  credit 
for  honesty  and  frankness.  The  difference  be- 
tween him  and  me  to-day  is  that  while  he  would 
violate  that  oath  which  he  took  before  that  desk 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  and  would  overleap  the 
barriers  of  the  Constitution  which  he  has  sworn 
to  support,  I  choose  rather  to  stand  on  this  floor 
and  be  denounced  as  a  traitor  for  keeping  my  obli- 
gation to  my  country,  to  my  own  conscience,  and 
to  my  God.  That  is  the  difference  between  my 
colleague  and  myself  on  that  point. 

I  know  my  colleague  replied  in  his  speech  to 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Stevens,]  but  he  did  not  reply  in  the  tone, 
the  manner,  in  the  style,  nor  with  the  force  with 
which  he  has  replied  to  me  to-day.  He  made  a 
regular  common,  plain,  set  speech,  dissenting  from 
the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  but 
he  nowhere  in  any  part  of  his  speech,  as  I  recol- 
lect it,  denounced  him  once  as  a  traitor,  or  dis- 
loyal, or  faithless  to  his  Government. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  In  the  remarks  the  gentle- 
man has  just  made  he  has  mistaken  me  again. 
Though  I  have  no  personal  pride  for  what  I  did 
Bay,  I  wish  the  gentleman  not  to  understand  that 
1  made  a  set  speech.  I  will  say  to  him  here  that 
I  had  not  one  note  other  than  what  I  took  while 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Finck]  was  speak- 
ing who  preceded  me.  It  was  not  a  set  speech, 
but  made  for  a  particular  and  specific  purpose  at 
the  time. 

Mr.  LONG.  I  accord  to  the  gentleman  the 
full  benefit  of  his  explanation.  I  supposed  it  was 
a  set  speech;  but  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  he 
should  put  himself  right  before  the  House.  He 
certainly  was  sincere  in  what  he  said  then,  and 
he  is  certainly  sincere  to-day  when  he  says  he 
would  leap  over  the  barriers  of  the  Constitution. 
There  must  be  sincerity  on  the  part  of  my  col- 
league when  he  puts  himself  in  that  position. 
Upon  that  point  I  have  done. 

I  choose  rather  to  consult  my  own  conscience 
and  judgment  than  to  follow  his  lead  in  the  ranks 
of  a  party  that  is  always  ready  to  take  the  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  with  a  mental  reserva- 
tion. I  have  never  so  taken  it,  and,  so  help  me 
Giod,  I  never  will.  I  will  support  the  Constitu- 
tion despite  the  threats  which  may  be  brousht 
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from  any  quarter,  and  with  the  fixed  purpose 
and  full  determination  to  stand  upon  the  princi- 
ples which  1  have  avowed  here  to-5|iB.y  if  1  stand 
solitary  and  alone,  even  if  it  were  necessary  to 
brave  bayonets  and  prisons  and  all  the  tyranny 
which  may  be  imposed  by  the  whole  power  and 
force  of  the  Administration.  I  have  deliberately 
uttered  my  sentiments  in  that  speech,  and  I  will 
not  retract  one  syllabic  of  it. 

I  am  wiUitJg  to  trust  to  time.  I  am  willing  to 
await  its  arbitrament.  If  1  am  mistaken,  so  much 
the  better  for  me,  the  gentleman,  and  the  country. 
Would  to  God  I  were  mistaken.  Would  to  God 
I  could  cherish  other  convictions  than  those  I  have 
uttered.  My  earliest  aspirations  have  been  for  the 
glory  of  my  country.  1  have  admired  its  institu- 
tions, I  have  gloried  in  its  statesmen;  they  have 
been  the  pride  of  my  heart.  I  would  make  any 
sacrifice  to  restore  the  Union  as  it  was  before  that 
unhappy  day  for  this  people  when  the  gentleman  'a 
party  came  into  power  and  destroyed  the  fairest 
prospectsof  liberty  that  Heaven  in  its  mercy  ever 
vouchsafed  to  man.  I  would  do  it,  sir,  to  restore 
the  Government;  but  I  cannot  see  restoration  by 
the  power  of  the  bayonet.  Looking  at  the  history 
of  such  struggles  in  the  Old  World  and  in  South 
America  and  elsewhere,  I  can  sec  nothing  but  ruin, 
destruction,  and  the  final  overthrow  of  free  gov- 
ernment in  a  continuance  of  our  present  policy. 
I  have  raised  my  voice,  feeble  and  humble  as  it 
is,  against  it,  because  I  believe  that  its  continu- 
ance will  destroy  liberty  both  North  and  South. 

I  think,  however,  my  colleague  was  not  entirely 
honest  in  the  construction  he  put  upon  what  I 
said;  but  he  may  have  misunderstood  me.  I  ut- 
tered no  sentiment  looking  to  a  separation  that 
should  be  a  division  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  head  of  the  Ohio  river.  I  uttered 
no  such  sentiment.  I  gave  utterance  to  no  such 
expression.  What  I  did  say — and  what' I  said  is 
written  out  and  can  be  read — was,  that  when  the 
Government  was  formed  we  were  not  owners  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  that  we  did  not 
own  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
I  did  not  say  that  we  did  not  own  the  Ohio  river 
and  the  Slate  in  whTch  the  gentleman  and  I  live; 
but  that  we  owned  no  territory  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  that  Florida  was  held  against  us.  I 
did  thensay  that  if,  by  the  chastisement  of  Heaven, 
we  should  be  curtailed  to  ourold  territorial  dimen- 
sions, we  could  still  exist  as  a  free  people,  and 
have  our  republican  form  of  government  again. 
I  supposed  the  gentleman  was  familiar  enough 
with  the  history  of  his  country;  I  supposed  that 
even  he,  although  he  has  spent  part  of  his  time 
in  the  Army  and  left  it  for  a  seat  upon  this  floor, 
knew  that  the  northwestern  territory  extended 
beyond  the  Ohio  river,  was  held  by  Virginia,  and 
formed  part  of  the  original  territory  when  the 
Constitution  was  adopted.  I  thought,  therefore, 
that  the  gentleman  did  me  intentional  injustice  in 
the  position  he  ascribed  to  me.  He  may  not  have 
done  so;  but  if  not,  he  must  certainly  be  very 
ignorant  of  the  history  of  his  country  and  of  the 
amount  of  territory  we  possessed  when  the  Gov- 
ernment was  formed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  havt*' detained  the  House 
much  longer  than  I  intended  when  I  rose.  I 
should  have  been  loth  to  make  any  response  to 
my  colleague  if  he  had  not  indulged  in  a  personal 
attack  upon  me.  I  should  have  been  reluctant  to 
detain  the  Plouse  at  this  late  hour  if  he  had  not 
seen  proper  to  do  what  has  not  been  done  before 
on  any  occasion  since  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  to  get  up  and  denounce  me  as  unfaithful 
to  the  Government,  Sir,  I  hurl  back  the  charge. 
I  say  that  the  men  who  are  destroying  this  Gov- 
ernment,  destroying  these  fair  prospects  of  liberty , 
are  the  men  now  in  power.  They  were  the  au- 
thors and  originators  of  all  our  present  difficulties. 
They  first  uttered  the  sentiment  thatthis  Govern- 
ment could  not  exist  as  our  father.s  made  it;  that 
there  was  an  "  irrepressible  conflict"  which  would 
result  either  in  the  overthrow  of  the  institutions 
of  the  States  on  the  one  side  or  the  overthrow  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  on  the  other,  f 
They  inaugurated  the  conflict  which  has  produced 


this  unfortunate  state  of  things.  I  have  simply 
recognized  the  work  of  their  own  hands.  It  ill 
becomes  a  man  upon  that  side  of  the  House  to 
assail  me.  That  duty  ill  becomes  a  man  belong- 
ing to  a  party  that  has  always  taken  the  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  with  a  mental  reserva- 
tion, and  has  declared  before  the  country  and  be- 
fore God  that  the  institutions  which  our  fathers 
established,  and  the  Government  which  they 
founded,  could  not  exist  as  they  made  it  in  the  be- 
ginning, with  all  its  compromises.  I  believe  that 
the  fathers  of  the  Republic  were  as  good  as  we 
are.  I  believe  that  they  were  as  good  Christians 
and  as  true  patriots.  Tlicy  looked  at  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  not  in  the  light  in  which  these 
gentlemen  look  at  it  now.  When  they  came  ta 
the  communion  table  to  partake  of  the  sacrament 
they  did  not  push  men  away  because  they  held 
slaves.  God  prospered  them  in  the  Revolution 
and  in  the  formation  of  the  Government.  It  was 
a  good  Government,  good  enough  for  me,  good 
enough  for  my  children, and  I  am  willingto  make 
any  sacrifices  to  rcstqre  it. 

But,  sir,  we  heard  these  gentlemen  of  the  Re- 
publican party  irt  this  Hall  the  other  night  ap- 
plauding to  the  echo  the  sentiments  of  a  man — 
George  Thompson — who  has  gloried  over  the 
tearing  to  piecesof  our  Constitution,  the  man  v/ho 
originated  this  separation  of  the  States  and  thia 
destruction  of  our  civil  and  political  liberties. 
Such  a  party  I  must  discard,  who  thanked  God 
that  the  hour  of  compromise  was  passed  and  that 
we  were  freed  from  the  shackles  of  the  Consti- 
tution. I  will  plant  myself,  even  if  it  be  single  and 
alone,  in  opposition  to  a  party  which  plots  the  de- 
struction of  the  Government,  the  overthrow  of 
liberty,  and  which  applauds  George  Thompson 
and  his  sentiments.  1  would  rather  live  in  the 
State  in  which  the  gentleman  and  I  live,  with 
liberty,  with  a  free  Government,  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  our  fathers,  with  my  rights  political, 
social,  and  civil,  than  live  in  a  great  empire  under 
an  overshadowing  despotism.  Give  me  liberty, 
even  if  confined  to  an  island  of  Greece  or  a  canton 
of  Switzerland,  rather  than  an  empire  and  a  des- 
potism, as  we  have  here  to-day. 

Mr.  ALLISON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  has  spoken  of 
two  remarkable  letters  written  to  a  rebel  major 
general,  one  of  them  by  an  Indiana  politician.  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear  what  citizen  of  Indiana  has 
been  guilty  of  the  crime  of  treason. 

[Loud  cries  of  "Order!"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having^ 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Boutvfell  reported  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  had  had  under  consideration  the  Union 
generally,  and  particularly  the  President's  an- 
nual message,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion 
thereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MORRILL,  (atfive 
minutes  before  six  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sat0rdat, \5prii  9,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.'W.  H.  Channino. 

The  reading  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was 
by  unanimous  consent  dispensed  with. 

PROPOSED  EXPULSION  OF  A  MEMBER. 

Mr.  COLFAX,  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Rollins,  of 
New  Hampshire,  in  the  chair  as  Speaker/)ro(em- 
pore.)  I  offer  as  a  question  of  privilege  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution: 

VVlKin'aii  on  the  8tli  of  April,  1864,  when  the  HoURe  of 
Ruprcseiitatlvps  wus  In  Coimnitlee  of  the  Wliole  on  the 
Elate  of  the  Union,  Alexander  Lono,  n  Representative 
from  thfi  neeond  district  of  Ohjo^dexliired  himself  ii(  favor 
of  rouogNlaini;  tUe  Independoucv  and  uaUoBality  of  tlieio- 
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called  confederacy  mow  In  arms  ngninst  tlm  Union  ;  niid 
Wlierens  tlie  said  so-called  confederacy,  tlius  sought  to  be 
recosnizi'd  and  estahlishcd  on  llic  ruins  of  a  dissolved  or 
destroyed  Union,  has  as  its  cliief  otTicers,  civil  and  militiiry, 
tliose  vvlio  have  added  perjury  to  tlieir  treason,  and  who 
seek  to  obtain  success  for  llK.'ir  parricidal  efforts  bytiie  kill- 
inr;  of  the  loyal  soldiers  of  the  nation  who  are  seeUiiig  to 
save  it  from  deslruetion ;  and  whereas  the  oath  required 
of  all  members,  ;ind  taken  by  the  said  Alexander  Lono  on 
the  first  day  of  the  present  Congress,  declares  "  that  1  have 
voluntarily  given  no  aid,  countenance,  counsel,  or  encour- 
agement to  persons  cnjagod  in  armed  hostility  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  iliercby  declaring  that  such  conduct  is  regarded 
03  inconsistent  with  membership  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  t^tates  :  'J'herf  fore, 

liciolucd.  That  Alexander  Long,  anepresentativefpom 
the  second  district  of  Ohio,  having,  on  the  SSlh  of  April,  ISGl, 
declared  himself  in  favor  of  recognizing  the  independence 
nnd  nationality  of  the  so-called  confederacy  now  in  arms 
Qgainst  the  Union,  and  thereby  "  given  aid,  countenance, 
nnd  encouragement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility 
to  the  United  ritatcs,"is  hereby  expelled. 

Mr.  Speaker,  before  presenting  this  resolution 
I  reflected,  as  it  was  my  duty  to  do,  seriously  on 
the obligalion.s  under  wliicli,  in  consequence  of  my 
position,  1  feel  I  am  placed.  1  recognize  that 
there  is  a  double  duty  incumbent  on  nie;  lirst  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  whose  kindness  has 
placed  me  in  its  principal  chair,  to  administer  the 
duties  of  that  chair  and  the  rules  of  the  House 
faithfully  and  impartially  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
andjudgmcnt.  That,  I  can  say  sincerely  and  con- 
scientiously, I  have  endeavored  to  do,  and  shall 
so  endeavor  until  this  Congress  expires  by  its  con- 
stitutional limitation.  But  1  feel  that  I  owe  still 
another  duty  to  the  people  of  t<ie  ninth  congres- 
Bional  district  of  Indiana,  who  sent  me  here  as 
tlieir  Representative  to  speak  and  act  and  vote 
in  their  stead.  Itisiii  conformity  with  this  latter 
duty  to  tliose  who  cannot  speak  here  for  them- 
selves and  who,  1  believe,  would  indorse  the  sen- 
timent of  this  resolution,  that  I  have  felt  it  my 
duty  to  rise  in  my  place  as  a  tnember  of  Congress 
from  the  State  of  Indiana  and  ofler  this  resolu- 
tion. 

1  need  scarcely  say  to  gentlemen  on  the  oilier 
side  of  the  House,  or  to  my  own  fellow-members 
near  me,  or  to  that  otie  iiarticularly  referred  to 
in  this  resolution,  that  it  is  prompted  by  no  spirit 
of  personal  unfriendliness  toward  him.  My  re- 
lations with  him  personally  have  been  cordial 
during  the  entire  time  that  we  have  occupied  seats 
as  members.  Nothing  has  marred  those  relations. 
But  1  rise  to  offer  this  resolution  in  the  perform- 
ance of  n  high  public  duty  which  I  felt  I  could  not 
myself  .shirk  or  evade.  It  is  a  duty  J  owe,  not 
only  to  those  of  my  constituents  who  are  at  home, 
but  to  the  many  thousands  of  them  who  aie  in 
the  tented  fields  meeting  the  armies  of  the  con- 
federacy in  deadly  conflict  and  exposing  tlieir 
lives  for  the  safety  and  perpetuity  of  this  imper- 
iled Union.  Nay, more,  sir,  I  owe  it  to  the  many 
widowed  and  orphaned  families  in  my  district 
whose  natural  protectors  have  been  stricken  down 
by  the  bloody  hand  of  treason,  and  lost  to  them 
in  this  world  forever. 

1  believe  in  the  freedom  of  speech.  I  have  not 
heard  anything  on  this  floor  during  this  Congress 
that  would  have  prompted  me  to  offer  this  reso- 
lution except  the  remarks  made  yesterday  by  the 
gentlemati  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long.]  He  declared 
distinctly,  in  so  many  words,  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  recognition  of  this  so-called  confederacy, 
and  recognition  is  the.recognition  of  its  independ- 
ence and  its  nationality  as  one  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  The  flag  of  this  confederacy  was 
thus  boldly  unfurled  here  by  agentleman  who  hatl 
taken  the  oath  at  the  opening  of  Congress — and 
I  have  no  doubt  truthfully — that  up  to  that  time 
he  had  not  given  any  aid,  countenance,  or  encour- 
agement to  those  who  are  engaged  in  armed  hos- 
tility ugain.^t  the  United  States.  Believing  that 
that  oath  shows  that  those  who  do  thus  give  aid 
and  countenance  and  encouragement  to  those  en- 
gaged in  armed  hostility  against  the  United  States 
arc  not  worthy  of  membership  here  in  a  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  I  felt  it  my  duty  at  least  to 
ask  the  House  of  Representatives  to  pass  their 
judgment  upon  it. 

1  liave  ofl'cred  this  resolution  not  as  the  result 
of  a  connultalion  with  any  persons  upon  the  floor 
of  this  House,  but  upon  my  sole  and  entire  re- 
sponsibility; and  1  say  here  deliberately  and 
nolemnly  that  if  what  fell  from  the  lip,s  of  Ihegen- 
tleman  fioin  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  ycHtorday  is  to  pass 
iiiirebuked  liy  this  1  If)ii.se,  ih(!;i  you  have  no  right 
to  complain  of  any  foreign  Giovernment  on  the 
face  of  tills  earth  that  recognizes  the  independ- 


ence and  nationality  of  this  confederacy,  which, 
within  your  own  walls,  under  your  own  flng,  by 
one  associated  with  you  in  the  Govciiiment  of 
this  country,  was  publicly  avowed  as  his  prel'er- 
ence  and  Ills  conviction. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cox,]  the  col- 
league of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Long]  named  in 
this  resolution,  I  see  claiming  the  floor  opposite; 
and  I  have  this  to  say  before  1  close  my  remarks, 
which  1  slialLnot  extend  to  much  length,  that  if 
any  gentleiTfwi  from  the  other  side  of  the  House 
feels  it  would  be  more  proper  for  any  of  them, 
having  been  in  the  same  political  afiiliation  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  to  show  his  disappro- 
bation of  these  remarks  by  offering  a  resolu- 
tion of  this  kind,  1  will  gladly  withdraw  mine 
and  allow  them  to  offer  it.  History ,  sir,  with  its 
impartial  pen  will  stale  hereafter,  if  not  now,  that 
it  would  be  more  fitting  and  more  appropriate  they 
should  have  done  here  (but  what  none  have  seen 
fit  to  do)  what  I  have  thought  my  duty — offer 
this  resolution.  • 

Now,  sir,  if  by  the  quiet  and  tacit  assent  of  this 
House  as  a  House  of  Representatives  this  seiiti- 
nien  t  is  to  go  unquestioned  by  the  Representatives 
of  llie  Unted  States  of  America  here  assembled, 
then  I  say  you  should  stop  shooting  your  desert- 
ers from  the  Army,  for  they  have  not  turned  their 
backs  upon  the  obligation  which  they  have  a.s- 
sumed  anymore  influentially  by  their  leaving  the 
flag  which  they  had  bound  themselves  to  sustain 
than  has  n  gentleman  who  will  rise  in  his  place  in 
Congress  and  state  that  he  is  in  favor  of  the  men 
who  seek  the  destruction  of  this  land  and  the  dis- 
sokition  of  the  Union  by  recognizing  them  as  one 
of  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Nay,  more.  You 
should  call  no  more  soldiers  into  the  field  to  en- 
deavor by  the  peril  of  their  lives  to  save  this  coun- 
try, because  it  is  a  solemn  mockery  to  do  if  from 
this  Hall  shall  go  forth  words  of  encouragement 
to  strengthen  those  arrayed  against  them  in  an 
unholy  and  parricidal  work.  If  we  allow  this  to 
pass  here  unquestioned  and  unrebukcd,  how  can 
we  deny  to  others  abroad  the  right  to  recognize 
the  establishment  of  the  so-called  southern  con- 
federacy among  the  nations  of  the  earth.'  Can 
you  propose  to  go  to  war  with  any  foreign  nation 
who  may  do  this  and  yet,  by  opposing  this  reso- 
lution, justify  and  indorse  the  open  avowal  of  a 
similar  desire  in  this  Hall? 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  seen  since  this  rebel- 
lion opened  the  other  branch  of  the  Federal  Con- 
gress, at  the  opposite  end  of  the  Capitol,  expelling 
a  Senator  from  my  own  State.  What  for.'  For 
sending  a  letter  of  introduction  byagentleman  to 
the  rebel  chief  who  preside.-?  at  Richmond.  For 
that  letter  of  introduction,  thus  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  those  in  armed  hostility  to  the  United 
States,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  expelled 
him  by  a  two-thirds  vote.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
in  regard  to  the  ])olitics  of  my  own  State,  but  I 
have  this  to  say,  that  a  Legislature  sat  afterwards 
in  my  State  of  the  same  political  views  with  the 
expelled  Senator,  and  they  had  the  power  to  elect 
two  United  States  Senators,  one  for  the  long  term 
and  aiiotlier  for  tiie  short  term.  A  majority  of 
that  Legislature,  sir,  recorded  tlieir  votes  of  ap- 
proval of  the  action  of  the  Senate  by  refusing  to 
send — although  they  had  the  power — that  Sena- 
tor back  to  his  seat  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

One  or  two  years  ago,  perliaps  less  than  one 
year  ago,  Ohio  was  excited  by  the  arrest  of  a  for- 
mer member  of  Congress  for  declaring  in  strong 
language  his  hostility  to  a  military  order.  His 
friends  went  before  the  people  in  that  State  on 
the  issue  of  the  injustice  done  liiin,  and  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one  hundred  thousand  they  declared  their 
approbation  of  that  act  of  military  authority,  and 
the  highest  court  of  judicalure  in  our  land,  the 
Sujircme  Court  of  the  United  States,  refused  the 
other  day  to  reopen  or  review  that  judgment. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  but  a  word  more  to  say, 
when  I  will  leave  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Cox,]  who  seeks  it.  if  this  bold  and 
frank  avowal,  for  bold  and  frank  it  was,  by  a 
member  of  Congres.s  representing  a  free  district 
in  a  loyal  State,  if  this  is  to  go  unrebuK'cd  by  this 
llou.se,  1  ask  you  how  you  are  to  close  these 
doors  against  those  who  are  now  sitting  at  llicli- 
niond  in  the  confederate  congress,  those  who  have 
not  been  in  arms  against  the  United  States  l)Ut 
have  been  .'jilting  in  that  congress  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  arms  of  the  rebellion  against  the 
United  States.'    Their  hands  arc  etaincd  with  no 


blood,  perhaps;  they  coulif  come  here  with  no 
blood,  as  soldiers,  upon  tlieir  skirts;  but  they  may 
.'^eck  to  come  here,  if  this  is  to  be  ihe  law  of  thiy 
Congress,  fresh  from  the  conclave  of  this  confed- 
erate congress,  saying  to  us,  "  We  have  done  no 
more  at  Riclimoml  than  has  been  ilonc  upon  this 
floor  by  the  member  from  the  second  district  of 
Ohio  in  your  presence,  unrebuked  upon  the  fl*jor 
by  Congress." 

But  It  is  because  of  its  effect  abroad  that  I  have 
offered  this  resolution.  If  there  is  any  danger 
threatening  our  imperiled  Union  after  the  valor 
of  our  soldiers  has  caused  the  area  of  the  rebel- 
lion to  become  "small  by  degrees  and  beautifully 
less,"  it  is  the  recognition  of  the  confederacy  by 
foreign  nations.  On  a  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis]  the  other  day,  this 
House  by  a  unanimous  vote,  in  which  I  believe 
the  gentleman  from  the  second  district  of  Ohio 
participated,  declared  that  we  would  not  allow 
any  foreign  country  to  planta  nation  on  the  pros- 
trate ruins  of  a  republic  anywhere  upon  the  Amer- 
ican continent;  and  yet,  sir,  when  we  assent  by 
our  silence  to  a  proposition  to  recognize  this  con- 
federacy, we  not  only  assent  to  the  planting  of  a 
foreign  nation  upon  the  soil  of  this  continent,  but 
one  upon  the  soil  of  our  own  beloved  Union. 
Nay,  more  than  that,  when  he  has  seen,  wlun  1 
have  seen,  when  you  have  seen,  and  every  mem- 
ber upon  this  floor  has  seen  the  emissaries  of  this 
rebel  confederacy  bowing  the  knee  to  every  sov- 
ereign in  Europe,  asking  an  alliance  with  them, 
and  saying  in  their  confederate  congress  that  they 
would  prefer  allegiance  to  a  foreign  prince  than  to 
remain  part  and  parcel  of  this  Union,  do  not  we 
know  that  when  their  independence  is  acknowl- 
edged and  recognized  there  will  be  an  alliance,  in 
tlieir  weakness,  to  make  them  stronger,  with  any 
foreign  nation,  power,  or  potentate  that  sees  fit 
to  enter  into  treaties  with  them,  and  then  upon 
that  soil,  once  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
foreign  armies  will  be  landed  and  their  forces 
joined  to  that  of  those  traitors  to  invade  our  own 
country  and  destroy  our  armies  and  even  the  lib- 
erties of  our  people.'  You  have  no  right  to  jiass 
resolutions  like  that  oifered  by  the  gentleman  I'luni 
Maryland,  warning  foreign  nations,  if  upon  your 
own  floor  and  by  your  deliberate  assent  and  vote 
you  declare  and  avow  the  sentiments  uttered  here 
yesterday  by  refusing  to  rebuke  and  conilcnin 
them.  1  have  now  performed  my  duty, and  leave 
the  rest  to  the  House. 

Mr.  COX,  I  approach  this  matter  with  bc- 
coining  seriousness.  The  extraordinary  spectacle 
is  presented  of  our  Speaker  descending  from  the 
chair  to  make  a  motion  to  expel  one  of  ihc  mem- 
bers of  this  HousS  for  words  spoken  in  debate. 
Tlie  occasion  calls  for  more  than  the  usual  gravity 
of  deliberation.  I  was  not  present  when  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Long]  made  the  remaik.'?  which  liavo 
called  out  this  resolution.  lam  told  by  inembers 
around  me  that  his  remarks  do  not  bear  the  in- 
terpretation given  to  them  by  the  sjierch  and  res- 
olution of  the  honorable  Speaker.  Before  a  res- 
olution of  this  startling  nature  was  introduced  wo 
should  have  had  the  official  report  of  those  re- 
marks in  the  Globe.  If  action  be  demanded  for 
the  expulsion  of  a  Representative  of  the  peojile, 
for  the  exercise  of  his  constitutional  right  of  free 
debate,  we  should  have  the  most  authentic  record 
of  that  debate.  As  I  am  informed,  the  language 
of  my  colleague  was  so  qualified  as  to  make  it 
far  less  objectionable  than  the  statement  of  it  in 
the  resolution.  Still,  sir,  it  may  be  obnoxious, 
and  yet  there  may  be  no  just  ground  for  this  pro- 
ceeding of  expulsion. 

Hud  I  been  in  my  seat  yesterday,  with  all  due 
respect  to  my  colleague,  I  should  have  promptly 
risen  nnd  disavowed,  on  behalf  of  all  the  delega- 
tion from  Ohio  with  whom  I  have  conversed,  any 
sentiments  uttered  by  him  or  any  one  else,  look- 
ing to  the  recognition  of  the  confederate  govern- 
ment as  an  independent  Power.  So  far  as  I  can 
learn,  there  is  not  a  member  acting  with  this  side 
of  the  House,  unless  it  be  my  colleague,  who  is 
not  opposed  in  every  conceivable  view,  directly 
or  indii'cctly,  to  such  recognition. 

1  speak  earnestly  and  consciously  of  this,  Iic- 
cause  an  attempt  was  made  yesterday  to  make 
jiarlisan  capital  for  the  other  side  out  of  the  sjicecli 
of  my  colleague.  But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  he  said  that  he  spoke  only  for  himself,  nnd 
not  for  Ilia  party.  He  was  frank,  trut!,. and  honest 
in  that  avowal.    He  did  not  .speak,  nor  propose 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1507 


to  speak,  for  his  party.     He  did  not  speak  for  his 

Democratic  coUengues. 

Very  recently  we  liave  had  a  convention  of  the 
Democratic  people  of  Ohio,  representing  over  one 
hundred  and  eiglily-five  thousand  voters.  In  that 
convention,  sir,  no  sentiments  were  uttered  and 
none  would  have  been  tolerated  like  those  to  which 
exception  has  been  taken.  On  the  contrary,  the 
only  person  whose  name  was  presented  to  that 
convention  as  a  dehigate  to  the  Democratic  na- 
tional convention,  who  avowed  sentiments  look- 
ing toward  the  recognition  of  the  confederate 
States,  and  who  printed  a  learned  and  able  pam- 
phlet to  circulate  among  the  members  of  the  con- 
vention, in  exposition  of  his  views,  received  but  a 
few  votes  among  several  hundred  in  that  conven- 
tion; showing  that  the  Democrats  of  Ohio,  for 
whom  I  speak,  are  not  prepared  in  any  shape, 
however  plausible,  to  accept  the  disintegrating 
doctrine  to  which  this  resolution  refers.  On  the 
contrary,  the  Democratic  people  of  that  State, 
when  the  war  came,  which  they  endeavored  but 
failed  to  avert,  rallied  to  the  defense  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. They  sustained  it  in  every  emergency. 
We,  the  members  upon  this  side  of  the  House, 
had  and  yet  have  our  brothers  and  our  friends  in 
the  Army  doing  battle  for  the  Republic,  although 
they  do  not  agree  with  the  peculiar  African  pol- 
icies pursued  by  this  Administration. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Abyssinian. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  COX.  I  think  that  idle  pleasantry  of  my 
friend  over  the  way  is  nearly  worn  out.  It  was 
very  stale  when  it  was  started  here  by  liim,  and  it 
does  not  become  the  gravity  of  this  occasion,  how- 
ever much  it  may  accord  with  his  instincts.  It 
proceeds  rather  from  the  brains  which  were  lo- 
cated by  a  brother  member  in  his  Icnuckles,  than 
from  any  other  brains  which  he  has.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.     Better  have  ■ 
brains  in  you   knuckles  than  no  brains  at  all. 
[Cries  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  COX.  1  do  not  wish  to  be  disturbed  any 
more  by  that  gentleman.  He  has  not  any  sense 
of  decent  debate,  or  he  would  not  interrupt  me  in 
this  manner,  without  rising  or  svithout  my  per- 
mission. I  doubt  whether  he  has  any  sense  at  all 
when  he  touches  the  negro  question,  or  he  would 
not  drag  in  his  old  joke,  so  unseemly  under  cir- 
cumstances as  grave  as  the  present. 

I  referred  to  tlie  position  of  the  Ohio  Democ- 
racy with  pride,  l»ecause  of  the  imputations  thrown 
upon  them  by  my  colleague  on  the  other  side, 
[Mr.  Garfield.]  He  followed  the  speech  of  my 
colleague  from  the  second  district,  [Mr.  Long,] 
and  strove  to  make  political  points  for  his  party, 
not  by  misrepresenting  liim  so  much  as  by  mis- 
representing the  Democracy. 

Now,  I  propose  to  show  that  if  the  sentiments 
attributed  to  my  colleague  are  unpatriotic  and 
treasonable,  the  prominent  men  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  are  amenable,  for  similar  sentiments, 
to  the  same  condemnation.  There  is  scarcely  a 
leading  member  of  the  opposite  party,  from  the 
Executive  down,  who  is  not  committed  in  doc- 
trine if  not  in  practice  to  the  separation  of  these 
States.  I  shall  show  that  members  opposite  de- 
serve expulsion  by  the  same  rule  whichthey  would 
mete  out  to  my  colleague. 

I  pass  over  for  the  present  the  sacred,  consti- 
tutional right  to  free  debate  in  this  Chamber  of 
American  Representatives,  and  proceed  to  show 
that  this  resolution  comes  with  a  bad  grace  from 
that  quarter  in  which  so  much  sedition  and  rev- 
olution has  been  expressed  and  acted. 

And  first,  I  desire  to  ask  of  the  Speaker  if  he 
had  forgotten  when  he  penned  this  resolution  that 
in  last  Congress  a  most  acute  member  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  in  good  standingand  sweetfellow- 
ship — Judge  Conway,  of  Kansas — not  only  made 
a  remarkable  speech  in  favor  of  the  recognition  of 
the  South,  but  offered  solemn  resolutions  affirm- 
ing the  heinous  doctrine.  If  the  honorable  Speaker 
lias  forgotten  the  fact,  let  him  turn  to  the  Journal 
of  the  House  of  December  15,  1862,  page  69,  and 
lie  will  find  the  following  resolutions  offered  by 
Mr.  Conway.  I  quote  such  of  them  as  bear  on  the 
points  in  discussion: 

"  IlfMlvrd,  Tliat  rr(!cdom  and  shivery  cannot  coexist  in 
till!  Kiiriii!  Govoniiiictit  vvitlumi  prodiicliigendlcssstrirc  and 
civil  war;  tliat  'a  house  divided  against  itsidf  cannot 
stand;'  and  that'  this  natiiui  iiiiHt  ho  all  free  or  all  slave.' 

"  llcsotvcd,  That  the  American  Union  coneistH  of  those 
Stuteswivicli  atcnow  loyal  to  lUo  F^)deittl  CoNKtttiitiou. 


"  Resolved,  That  the  restoration  of  the  Union  as  it  ex- 
isted prior  toilie  rt:hellion  would  he  a  greater  calaniily  than 
the  rebellion  itsi  If.  since  it  would  Rive  new  life  to  the  '  ir- 
reprcssihli'  confliit,'  and  entail  upon  the  nation  another 
cycle  ol'liittrr  roiitciilion  and  civil  war. 

"  Rcsoh-cd,  'I'liai  llie  seceded  Slates  can  only  be  put 
down,  if  at  all,  by  lioing  regarded  as  out  of  consiitufional  re- 
lations witlitlic  Union,  and  by  being  assailed  upon  princi- 
ples of  ordinary  warfare  as  between  separate  nations. 

'^Resolved,  Tliat  it  is  a  matter  for, serious  reflection 
whctlier  anotlier  election  of  President  must  notsupervene 
before  tlicriglitful  authority  of  the  nation  caji  be  established; 
and  whether  in  the  mean  time  it  is  not  a  flagrant  waste  of 
our  energies  to  continue  the  war.  , 

"Resolved,  That  unless  the  army  of  the  west  shall  have 
swept  through  Ihe  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  its  moutli, 
and  the  army  of  the  Potomac  annihilate  thelegions  of  Lee 
and  Jaclcson,  thus  subverting  the  military  power  of  the  re- 
bellion within  a  reasonable  time,  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  and  humanity  will  require  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties. 

"Resolved,  That  the  States  of  the  Nortli  comjioslng  the 
American  nation,  and  wielding  its  power,  must  ever  re- 
main one  and  indivisible  on  the  basis  of  freedom  for  all, 
without  distinction  of  race,  color,  or  condition  ;  that  their 
mission  must  ever  be  to  extend  their  own  civilization  over 
Ihe  entire  continent,  and  that  whatever  derangements,  dif- 
ficulties, checks,  or  delcals  they  may  encounter,  they  must 
forever  cherish  and  pursue  the  inspiring  idea  of  nationality 
and  continental  dominion." 

From  which  it  will  appear  that,  after  affirming 
the  irrepressible  conflict,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
American  Union  consisted  only  of  those  States 
which  arc  now  loyal  to  the  Federal  Constitution; 
that  the  restoration  of  the  old  Union  would  be  a 
greater  calamity  than  the  rebellion  itself;  that  the 
seceded  States  should  be  regarded  as  out  of  con- 
stitutional relations  with  the  Union:  that  until  the 
election  of  another  President  it  was  a  flagrant 
waste  of  our  energies  to  continue  the  war.  Docs 
the  honorable  Speaker  remeiriber  that  tliose  reso- 
lutions recognized  that  only  the  States  North 
composed  the  American  Union.'  If  he  did,  why 
did  not  this  sensitive  gentleman,  [Mr.  Colfax,] 
who  was  not  then  in  tlie  chair  but  upon  the  floor, 
come  forward  with  a  resolution  for  the  expulsion 
of  his  friend  Mr.  Con  way.'  I  ask  the  Speaker  to 
respond  to  that  question.  Why  did  you  not  do 
it,  sir.'  Is  such  a  resolution  fair  toward  a  member 
on  this  side  and  unfair  toward  a  member  on  the 
other.'  You  were  for  free  speech  and  free  resolu- 
tion then;  I  am  for  it  now  as  then.  Why  do  you 
pursue  my  colleague  to  disgrace  him  when  you 
did  not  lisp  a  word  about  expelling  one  from  your 
own  ranks  who  was  in  favor  of  disparting  the  old 
Union  and  recognizing  the  nationality  of  the  south- 
ern confederacy?  The  Speaker  does  not,  for  he 
cannot, answer.     I  will  yield  to  him  to  respond. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
claims  the  floor  whenever  he  sees  fit  to  claim  it, 
and  declines  speaking  in  the  midst  of  the  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  is  distinguished  as 
well  for  his  prudence  as  for  his  sagacity. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleiman 
from  Ohio  if  he  believes  that  Mr.  Conway  ought 
to  have  been  expelled  from  the  last  Congress  un- 
der the  circumstances.' 

Several  Members.  Oh,  that  is  not  the  question. 

Mr.  COX.  When  the  gentleman  on  the  other 
side  answers  my  question  I  will  answer  him.  I 
will  do  it  anyhow.  I  do  not  think  that  he  sh^ould 
have  been  expelled  any  more  than  we  should  ex- 
pel the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr.  Steve*is]  for  his  speech  in  favor  of  re- 
garding the  confederacy  as  a  tZe/ac<o  government, 
and  that  war  should  be  carried  on  against  it,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  nations,  as  an  independent 
Power  established  by  its  arms  and  recognized  by 
the  nations.  The  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Stevens,]  if  I  remember  his  speech  on  that 
subject,  quoted  Vattel  in  favor  of  his  policy,  which 
he  predicated  upon  the  idea  of  the  independence 
of  the  southern  government.  Ay,  and  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Garfield,]  who  is  a  i'air  debater 
generally,  has  taken  the  same  ground  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  holding  that  an  insur- 
rection as  formidable  as  this  requii'es  the  laws  of 
war  to  be  applied  as  between  two  distinct  and 
independent  sovereignties.  The  men  who  hold 
that  doctrine  are  not  the  men  to  exjiel  another 
member  who  holds  to  tiie  same  doctrine. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Will  my  colleague  yield  to 
me  for  a  moment.' 

Mr.  COX.  With  great  pleasure.  I  would  not 
do  my  collcngun  any  injustice. 

Mr.  GARh'tELD.  My  colleague  doe.s  do  me 
injustice  in  what  he  has  just  uttered.  If  he  will 
do  tne  the  honor  to  rciid  my  ajieccli  on  confisca- 


tion, on  this  particular  he  will  find  that  I  take 
most  decisive  ground  against  the  position  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  therein  deny 
in,  lolo  the  doctrine  that  these  are  a  foreign  peo- 
ple. On  the  contrary,  I  therein  claim  that  they 
are  in  the  Union,  and  that  all  the  obligations  of 
the  Constitution  overhang  them.  But  in  putting 
down  this  rebellion  we  have  been  told  by  the 
Supreme  Court  that  wo  are  to  pursue  them  by  the 
laws  of  war,  the  same  as  the  laws  between  for- 
eign nations,  but  not  thereby  admitting  that  they 
are  a  foreign  nation. 

Mr.  COX.  Well,  I  cannot  understand  that 
distinction,  but  I  accept  it,  and  then  1  ask  my  col- 
league, if  he  holds  that  the  confederacy  is  not  an 
independent  nation,  and  if  he  thus  antagonizes 
the  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
why  is  he  not  in  favor  of  expelling  that  gentle- 
man for  holding  that  doctrine  and  avowing  it 
openly.  Did  I  understand  tliat  my  colleague  does 
not  follow  the  leader  of  his  party  in  this  House 
u[)on  this  doctrine.'  I  pause  if  my  colleague  will 
favor  me  with  a  reply. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  draw  a  mostr»arked  and 
broad  distinction  between  the  opinion  of  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  the 
opinions  of  my  colleague  from  the  second  district, 
[Mr.  Long.]  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
is  in  favor  of  prosecuting  the  war  to  the  utter- 
most to  bring  back  these  revolted  States.  The 
member  from  the  second  district  of  Ohio  is  op- 
posed, in  the  first  place,  to  all  further  prosecution 
of  the  war;  in  the  second  place,  he  holds  that  all 
compromise  is  impossible;  and  in  the  third  place, 
he  declares  openly  in  favor  of  throwing  up  the 
white  flag  and  acknowledging  that  they  have  con- 
quered us  and  are  independent,  and  that  we  will 
call  back  our  armies  and  make  no  attempt,  either 
by  conference  or  by  war,  to  restore  the  Union. 
There  is  the  difference. 

Mr.  THAYER.  1  wish  to  make  a  statement. 
I  am  sure  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  not  ob- 
ject. 

Mf.  COX.  1  will  yield  to  the  gentleman  one 
moment. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  simply  wish  to  remind  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  that  my  colleague  to  whom 
he  has  referred  [Mr.  Stevens]  is  not  in  his  seat, 
being  detained  tliei-efrom  by  sickness.  I  think, 
therefore,  it  is  bettor  not  to  indulge  in  these  re- 
marks in  regard  to  him  in  his  absence. 

Mr.  COX.  Oh  !  Mr.  Speaker,  the  remarks  of 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsylaniaare 
as  well  known  as  his  great  capacity.  They  are 
printed.  I  will  do  him  no  injustice,  but  quote  them 
here: 

"  U  is,  however,  es.sential  to  ascertain  what  relation  the 
secededStates  bear  to  the  UnltedStates.thatwe  may  know 
how  to  deal  with  them  in  reestablishing  the  national  Gov- 
ernment. Tliere  seems  to  be  great  confusioy  of  ideas 
and  diversity  of  opinion  on  that  subject.  Some  tliink  that 
those  States  are  still  in  the  Union  and  entitled  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  they,  notwtthstainling  all  they  have  done,  may 
at  any  lime,  without  any  legislation,  come  back,  send 
Senators  and  Kepresentatlves  to  Congress,  and  enjoy  al! 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  loyal  members  of  the 
United  States.  That  wluinever  tliose  '  wayward  sisters' 
choose  to  abandon  their  frivolities  and  present  themselves 
at  the  door  of  the  Union  and  demand  admission,  we  must 
receive  them  with  open  arms,  and  throw  over  them  the 
protecting  shield  of  the  Union,  of  which  it  is  said  they 
had  never  ceased  to  be  members.  Others  hold  that,  hav- 
ing committed  treason,  renounced  their  allegiance  to  the 
Uuioii,  discarded  Its  Constituti(m  and  laws,  organized  a 
distinct  and  hostile  government,  and  by  force  of  arms  hav- 
ing risen  from  the  condition  of  insurgents  to  the  position 
of  an  Independent  Power  dc  facto,  and  having  been  ac- 
knowledged as  a  belligerent  both  by  foreign  nations  niid 
our  own  Government,  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
Union  are  abrogated  so  far  as  they  are  conccnied,  and 
that,  as  between  the  two  belligiuents,  they  are  under  the 
laws  of  war  and  the  laws  of  nations  alone,  and  that  which- 
ever Power  conquers  may  treat  the  vanquished  as  con 
qnered  provinces,  and  may  impose  upon  them  sucli  coii- 
Mitions  and  laws  as  it  may  deem  best." 

Agaiti  he  says: 

"  Is  the  present  contest  to  be  regarded  as  a  publio  war,  and 
to  be  governed  by  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  or  only 
as  a  domestic  insurrection,  to  be  suppressed  by  ciiiiiinal 
|)rosceutioiis  before  the  courts  of  lln^  country  i"' 

I  need  not  tell  the  Hou.se  how  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania  answereil  this  question.  He 
founded  u[>on  it  his  aiguineiU  in  favor  of  confis- 
cation by  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  war.  He 
quoted  from  JiidgeGriiM-  to  prove  the  war  a  pub- 
lic wai-,  and  not  a  doniestie  insurrection.  He 
constriicled  an  argument  to  show  that  ihis  was 
noth  contest  with  iudividnala,  but  with  Siutes — 
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known  under  the  corporate  name  of  the  "  con- 
federate States."  He  held  it  to  be  idle  to  re^^ard 
individuals  as  making  war.  "  War  is  made,"  said 
he,  "  by  chartered  or  corporate  communities,  by 
nations  or  States." 

"  When  nn  insurrection  becomes  sufficiently  formidable 
to  enlitle  iIib  party  to  belligerent  rigiUs,  it  places  the  con- 
tending I'owers  on  precisely  the  same  footing  as  foreign  na- 
tions at  war  with  each  other."  *        *        *        * 

"  No  one  ac(|uainted  with  the  magnitude  of  this  contest 
can  deny  to  it  the  character  of  a  cii'ii  u-'ar.  Fornearly  three 
years  tlio  confederate  States  have  maintained  their  decla- 
ration of  independence  by  force  of  arras." 

********** 

"  What,  then,  is  the  effect  of  this  public  war  between 
these  belligerent,  tliese/orei »7i  nations?  Before  this  war 
the  parties  were  bound  together  by  a  enn)pact,  by  a  treaty 
calliul  a  •  Constitution.'  They  acimowledged  the  validity 
ofmunicipal  laws  mutually  bindingon  each,  l^his  war  has 
cut  asunder  all  these  ligaments,  abrogated  all  the  obliga- 
tions." 

"What,  then,  is  the  effect  of  this  public  war 
between  these  belligerent,  ^/tese/orei^-ji  nations?" 
Foreign  nations !  Foreign?  Why.'  Because  not 
under  our  Constitution,  but  alien  from  it  by  the 
maiiiteiinnco  of  their  independence  by  force  of 
arms.  Nations.'  Having  all  the  autonomy  and 
independence  of  a  belligerent  Power  in  Europe. 
Yet  for  these  sentiments,  who  had  the  courage  to 
question,  censure,  or  propose  to  expel  the  gentle- 
man from  Peruisylvania .'  Ah  !  hcis  aRepublican, 
and  has  a  dispensation  froiTi  the  higher  powers 
to  recognize  by  his  logic  (which  my  colleague 
unhappily  followed)  the  existence  of  the  South 
asa  separate  nation.  He  is  the  leader  of  thatside 
oftlic  House,  and  may  debate  without  question 
these  momentous  issue.s.  My  colleague  [Mr. 
Long]  followed  him  in  his  preinises,  although  he 
drew  another  conclusion.  The  only  difference 
was  between  a  Democrat  and  an  abolitionist. 

Now,  I  ask  my  colleague  [Mr.  G.\rfield] 
whetlicrhedid  not  vote  foragentleman  in  Ohio  for 
Lieutenant  Governor  who  held  the  same  doctrine 
of  recognizing  the  southern  confederacy .'  I  refer 
to  Lieutenant  Governor  Stanton,  whoanuounced 
that  doctrine  on  this  floor.  He  never  was  ex- 
pelled for  it.  No  one  sought  then  to  abridge  his 
free  debate.  I  heard  his  remarks.  I  will  send 
them  up  to  be  read  before  my  colleague  answers 
the  question. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me,  they  can  as  well  be  read  afterwards. 

Mr.  COX.     Let  them  be  read  now. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Speaker,  when  there  were  fifteen  slaveliolding 
States  acknosvlodging  allegiance  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
menl,  and  therefore  having  in  their  hands  the  power  to 
protect  themselves  against  any  invasion  of  their  rights  on 
the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  it  was  a  matter  of  very 
little  eonaequejiee  whether  such  an  amendment  as  that  waa 
Incorporated  in  the  Constitution  or  not.  But  the  state  of 
the  country  is  now  radical  ly  and  essentially  changed. _Seven 
or  eight  States  now  deny  their  allegiance  to  this  Govern- 
ment, ha^ve  organized  a  separate  confederacy,  and  have 
declared  their  independence  of  this  Government.  Whether 
that  independence  is  to  he  maintained  or  not  is  with  the 
future,  if  they  shall  maintain  their  position,  and  sustain 
the  authorities  thereforayearor  t\W3  toci)ine,soas  to  show 
that  nothing  but  a  war  of  subjugation  and  conquest  Can 
bring  them  back,  I,  for  one,  am  disposed  to  recognize  that 
Independence."— Congrcjsionai  Globe,  February  23,  1861, 
page  1285. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  now  yield  to  my  colleague 
to  say  whether  he  did  not  vote  for  that  rnan  as 
Lieuteiuint  Governor  of  Ohio  after  it  was  known 
throughout  the  State  that  he  thus  favored  the  in- 
dependence of  this  confederacy.' 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  answer  my  colleague  that 
1  did  not  vole  for  that  gentleman  nor  for  any  can- 
didate on  the  ticket  that  fall,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  I  was  in  the  Army.  If  I  had  been  in  Ohio  I 
should  have  voted  for  that  gentleman,  and  I  do 
not  excuse  myself  on  any  other  ground  than  the 
simple  lack  of  being  present  at  the  time  of  the 
election. 

Now,  allow  me  to  say  that  there  was  a  largt 
clnsa  of  men  on  both  sides  of  the  political  ques- 
tions of  that  day  who  in  the  beginning  of  this  war 
felt  a  doubt  whether  it  was  not  better  to  let  these 
people  alone  for  a  time,  hoping  that  reason  inight 
return  them  by  delay.  There  were  others  who 
aaid"  we  cannot  Ieavelhemalone;"and  to  that  class 
i)elonged  a  number  of  distinguished  gentlemen  in 
the  parties  on  both  sides.  That  is  one  thing.  But 
now,  after  that  question  has  been  adjudicated, 
after  llie  great  American  people  has  determined  on 
war  and  determined  on  putting  down  the  rebel- 
lion, after  three  years  of  war  hare  passed,  and 
when  wt  are  almost  in  t))Q  hour  of  daylight  and 


victory,  to  arise  now  and  throw  up  the  contest  is 
treason. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  only  asked  the 
gentleman  to  answer  my  question,  not  to  go  off 
into  a,  definition  of  what  is  treason  in  his  judg- 
ment. I  would  rather  take  the  constitutional 
definition  of  treason.  I  do  not  think  my  friend 
takes  the  Constitution  as  his  authority,  for  he 
has  said  twice  on  this  floor  that  he  would  over- 
leap that  Constitution.  When  you  talk  of  treason, 
and  in  the  same  breath  talk  of  overleaping  the 
Constitution,  you  are  the  traitor,  if  tliere  be  such 
a  traitor  in  this  House. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Will  the  gentleman  tell  me 
what  question  it  is  that  he  desires-  I  shall  an- 
swer? 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  ask  the  gentleman  any 
more  questions.  I  am  satisfied  with  his  position. 
It  is  enough  that  I  have  shown  that  lie  is  not  the 
man  to  vote  for  the  expulsion  of  any  memberfor 
expressing  sentiments  in  favor  of  the  recognition 
of  this  southern  confederacy.  It  is  not  for  him  who 
would  have  voted  for  a  man  who  was  in  favor, 
in  advance  of  war,  of  the  recognition  of  the  south- 
ern confederacy — and  who  thus  encouraged  the 
rebels  to  proceed  in  their  rebellion  when  it  was 
in  its  bud — to  reflect  upon  gentlemen  on  this  side 
of  the  House  who  have  voted  against  secession, 
against  recognition,  and  in  favor  of  sustaining 
the  war  for  the  Union  upon  the  proper  policy. 
It  is  not  for  him  to  censure  or  expel  my  colleague, 
when  he  has  declared  that  he  himself  would  in 
some  cases  overleap  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  only  desire  to  say  that 
my  colleague  misrepresents  me,  I  presume  unin- 
tentionally, whe'n  he  says  that  I  have  on  two  dis- 
tinct occn.sions  declared  my  readiness  to  overleap 
the  Constitution.  That  I  may  set  myself  and  him 
right  on  that  question,  I  will  say,  once  for  all,  that 
I  have  never  uttered  such  a  sentiment.  What  1 
have  uttered  is  this:  when  asked  if  I  would,  under 
any  circumstances,  override  the  Constitution,  I 
said  this,  and  this  only — premising,  as  I  believed, 
that  the  Constitution  was  ample  enough  of  itself 
to  put  down  this  rebellion,  that  its  powers  were 
most  capacious,  and  there  was  no  need  to  over- 
ride it — that  if  such  a  time  ever  should  come  that 
the  powers  of  the  Constitution  were  not  sufficient 
to  sustain  theUnion,if  that  impossible  supposition 
should  ever  prove  true,  [laughter  from  the  Dem- 
ocratic side  of  the  House,]  then  I  would  say  that 
we  have  a  right  to  do  our  solemn  duty  under  God 
and  go  beyond  the  Constitution  to  save  the  cre- 
ators of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  COX.  1  am  informed  by  the  members 
around  me,  and  1  think  that  the  report  of  my 
colleague's  remarks  will  show  it  in  the  Globe, 
that  he  put  no  condition  like  that  he  makes  now.  I 
ask  gentlemen  on  both  sides  whether  my  colleague 
ever  qualified  his  remarks  by  saying  tliat  it  would 
be  forever  impossible  in  the  future  for  the  Con- 
stitution to  be  infringed  by  making  war.  Why 
make  the  statement  of  overleaping  the  Constitu- 
tion if  it  be  forever  impossible  to  do  it  in  carrying 
on  this  war? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me? 

Mr.  COX.     Certainly. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  said  soin  answer  to  the 
question  of  my  colleague  now  upon  the  floor.  I 
said  so,  secondly,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  and  put  the  same  question  to  him.  I  ex- 
plained it  in  the  same  way.  The  gentleman  is  at 
liberty  to  look  at  the  manuscript,  which  I  have 
not  yet  seen,  and  may  quote  from  it. 

Mr.  COX.  I  have  only  the  Chronicle's  report 
of  the  debate  of  yesterday.  Perhaps  it  is  good 
authority  for  the  members  on  the  other  side.  I 
will  quote  from  its  report; 

"Mr.  Garfield  then  controverted  Ills  colleague's  po- 
sition. The  issue  was  now  made  up.  We  should  use  the 
common  weapons  of  war.  If  with  these  we  should  not 
succeed,  he  would  take  means,  as  he  would  against  the 
savage  who  attacked  himself  or  family.  lie  would  resort 
to  any  element  of  destruction,  and,  if  necessary,  he  would 
fling  all  constitutional  sanctions  to  the  winds  rather  than 
lose  his  country." 

Is  there  any  thing  about '*im;)osjt6/«"  conditions 
there? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  "  If  necessary,"  there  is 
the  condition. 

Mr.  COX.     No,  sir,  it  is  not  there, 

Mr.  GARFIELD.     It  is  there. 

Mr.  COX.     No,  it  is  not  there. 


Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  appeal  to  the  Speaker 
whether  it  is  not  upon  his  lips  hot  and  wet? 

Mr.  COX.  That  is  in  regard  to  the  last  sen- 
tence. [Laughter.]  There  is  nothing  about  the 
impossibility  of  the  Constitution  proving  insuffi- 
cient to  put  dowti  the  rebellion ,  and  in  which  case 
alone  he  would  overleap  it.  Overleap  an  impos- 
sibility!    I  would  like  to  see  the  performance. 

Another  question.  I  remember  that  my  col- 
league, on  the  confiscation  bill,  said  that  he  would 
under  certain  circumstances  overleap  the  Consti- 
tution. What  did  he  mean  then  by  that?  In  that 
debate  his  language  was  precisely  this: 

"  1  would  not  break  the  Constitution  at  all,  unless  It  should 
become  necessary  to  overleap  its  barriers  to  save  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  Union." 

Nothing  about  the  impossibility  of  ever  break- 
ing the  Constitution,  not  a  word  or  syllable,  for 
he  contemplates  its  breach  for  certain  purposes. 
My  colleague  cannot  escape  from  the  dilemma  in 
which  he  is  placed.  And  yet  he  undertakes  to 
make  political  capital  out  of  the  speech  of  my  col- 
league from  the  second  district  after  such  decla- 
rations !  If  he  does  not,  gentlemen  on  that  side  of 
the  House  do.  They  are,  I  learn,  subscribing 
for  that  speech  by  hundreds  and  thousands  to  dis. 
tribute  it  for  partisan  purposes;  and  yet  they  havr 
advocated  the  very  heresies  upon  which  they 
ground  the  present  accusation,  and  give  them  cir- 
culation by  sending  out  the  speech  of  my  col- 
league. I  want  it  understood  that  the  Repub- 
lican members  who  have  favored  recognition  and 
favored  the  men  who  favored  it,  are  now  striving 
to  expel  a  member  for  the  same  license  of  speech 
which  they  have  indulged;  that  at  home  they 
have  favored  for  high  offices  a  public  character 
who  took  ground  in  favor  of  recognizing  the  re- 
bellion if  it  should  nnaintain  itself"  for  a  year  or 
two."  I  might  well  ask  my  colleague,  in  view  of 
his  position,  whether  he  did  not  know  that  those 
were  the  sentiments  of  Governor  Stanton  when 
he  would  have  voted  for  him  if  he  had  been 
at  home?  To  come  to  the  question;  was  he  not 
thus  committed  to  the  policy  of  dissolving  the 
Union  if  the  rebellion  could  sustain  itself  for  a 
year  or  two?  Then  I  ask  him,  how  much  better 
IS  he  than  the  member  whom  he  seeks  to  expel? 
Wherein  does  he  differ  from  that  member  upon  • 
this  subject  of  recognizing  lawlessness  ?  More 
than  that;  the  gentleman's  party  in  Ohio  favored 
Benjamin  Stanton  forLieutenantGovernorknow- 
ing  his  sentiments  to  be  similar  to  those  attributed 
to  my  colleague.  More  than  that;  they  elected  a 
man  Senator  from  Ohio  who  had  uttered  the  same 
sentiments  as  the  sentiments  of  that  party.  He 
is  the  personal  and  political  friend  of  m  y  colleague. 
I  mean  Senator  Wade.  I  will  send  his  remarks 
to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  be  read,  that  we  may  know 
who  are  in  favor  of  dissolution  and  recognition. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows,  from  the  Congres- 
sional Globe  of  the  third  session  of  the  Thirty- 
Fourth  Congress,  page  25: 

"  But  snuthet'n  gentlemen  stand  here,  and,  in  almost  all 
their  speeches,  speak  of  the  dissolution. of  the  Union  as  an 
element  of  every  argument,  as  though  it  were  a  peculiar 
condescension  on  their  part  that  they  permitted  the  Union 
to  stand  at  all.  If  they  do  not  feel  interested  in  upholding 
this  Union,  if  it  really  trenches  on  their  rights,  if  it  endan- 
gers their  institutions  to  such  an  extent  that  they  cannot 
feel  secure  under  it,  if  their  interests  are  violently  assailed 
by  means  of  this  Union,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  expect 
that  they  will  long  continue  under  it.  I  amnolone  oflkos* 
who  would  ask  them  to  conlhiue  in  such  a  Union.  It  would 
be  doing  violence  to  the  platform  of  the  party  to  which  I  be- 
long. We  have  adopted  the  old  IJeclaration  of  Fndepend- 
ence  as  the  basis  of  our  political  inov<'ment,  which  declares 
that  any  people,  when  their  Government  ceases  to  protect 
their  rights,  when  it  is  so  subverted  from  the  true  purposes 
of  government  as  to  oppress  them,  have  the  right  to  recur 
to  fundamental  principles,  and,  if  need  be,  to  destroy  the 
Government  under  which  they  live,  and  to  erect  on  its  ruim 
another  more  conducive  to  their  welfare,  I  hold  that  they 
have  this  right.  I  will  not  blame  any  people  for  exercising 
it,  whenever  they  think  the  contingency  has co ine.  I  certainly 
shall  he  the  advocate  of  that  same  doctrine  whenevi-r  I  find 
that  the  principles  of  this  Ooverrmient  have  become  so  op- 
pressive to  the  section  to  which  I  belong  that  n  free  people 
ought  not  longer  to  endure  it.  You  will  not  thi^n  find  mo 
backward  In  Being  the  advocate  of  disunion  ;  but  that  con- 
tingency never  having  corhc,  1  have  never  yet  opened  my 
mouth  in  opposition  to  the  Union.  I  have  never  enter- ' 
tained  a  thought  disloyal  to  this  Union.  But  I  say,  for' 
Heaven's  sake,  act,  not  talk.  I  am  tired  of  this  eternal  din 
of  dissolution  of  the  Union  '  which  is  brought  upon  all  oc- 
casions and  thrust  into  our  faces  although  we  of  the  North 
had  some  peculiar  rimsons  for  maintaining  the  Union  that 
the  southern  .States  have  not.  I  hope  the  Union  will  con- 
tinue forever.  I  believe  It  may  continue  forever.  I  seo 
nothing  at  present  which  I  think  should  dissolve  it;  but  If 
the  gentlemen  see  it,  I  soy  again  that  they  have  the  same 
liitereH  in  miUntitinIng  this  Union,  in  my  jadfincnt,  that 
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we  of  the  North  have.  If  they  think  they  have  not,  be  it 
so.  You  cannot  forcibly  hold  men  in  this  Union;  for  the  at- 
tempt to  do  so,  It  seems  to  me,  would  subvert  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  the  Government  under  which  we  live." 

Mr.  COX.  Now,  there  is  the  broadest  doctrine 
laid  down  in  favor  of  the  right  of  revolution  and 
against  the  right  of  coercion.  "  It  would  be  do- 
ing violence  to  the  pid'tform  of  the  party  to  which 
■  I  belong,"  says  the  Republican  leader  of  Ohio, 
"  to  ask  the  South  to  continue  in  such  a  Union." 
"You  cannot  forcibly  hold  men  in  this  Union — 
it  would  subvert  the  first  principles  of  the  Govern- 
ment."  Ah !  you  reelected  him  Senator  after  those 
avowals,  and  now  would  you  expel  men  for  the 
same  avowals.'  If  they  are  treason  in  a  Repre- 
sentative what  are  they  in  a  Senator.' 

I  ask  my  colleague  if  he  did  not  sustain  that 
Senator.'  Did  he  not  vote  for  him  for  Senator, 
or  would  he  not  have  voted  for  him? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of 
voting  for  the  distinguished  Senator  from  north- 
ern Ohio,  but  it  would  have  given  me  great  pleas- 
ure, and  had  I  had  that  privilege  I  should  have 
enjoyed  it  and  acted  upon  it. 

Mr.  COX.  Does  the  gentleman  approve  of  Sen- 
ator Wade's  doctrine? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.    Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  a  moment? 
Mr.  COX.     With  great  pleasure. 
Mr.  ■GARFIELD.     I  wish  to  send  to  the  desk 

to  be  read 

[Cries  of  "No!  ""No!"] 
Mr.  COX.     If  i-t  does  not  come  out  of  my  time 
I  will  not  object.     [Cries  of  "  Well !  "  "  Well !  " 
and  "  No  !  "' "  No !  "] 
Mr.  GARFIELD.     I  recall  the  paper. 
Mr.  COX.     Will  the  gentleman  indicate  what 
it  is? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  will  only  say  in  refer- 
ence to  this  colloquy  that  if  I  cannot  make  my 
part  of  the  colloquy  as  I  choose,  I  will  make  it 
when  the  gentleman  has  concluded  his  remarks. 
Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  can  have  the  paper 
read  if  he  pleases.  I  shrink  from  no  responsibil- 
ity in  this  debate. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  desire  to  have  read  an  au- 
thority which  the  gentleman  himself  I  think  ac- 
knowledges.    It  is  upon  the  same  point  that  has 
just  been  in  debate  between  us,  and  when  it  is 
read  I  have  only  a  word  to  say. 
Mr.  COX.     Who  is  the  authority? 
Mr.  GARFIELD.    Thomas  Jefferson. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a  letter  to  J.  B.  Colvin,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1810,  says: 

"The  question  you  propose,  whether  circumstances  do 
not  sometimes  occur  which  make  it  a  duty  in  officers  of 
high  trust  to  assume  auiliorities  beyond  the  law,  is  easy  of 
solution  in  principle,  but  sometimes  embarrassing  in  prac- 
tice. A  strict  observance  of  the  written  laws  is  doubtless 
one  of  the  highest  duties  of  a  good  citizen,  but  it  is  notthe 
highest.  The  laws  of  necessity,  of  self-preservation,  of 
saving  our  country  when  in  danger,  are  of  higher  obliga- 
tion. To  lose  our  country  by  a  scrupulous  adherence  to 
written  law  would  be  to  lose  the  law  itself,  with  life,  lib- 
erty, properly,  and  all  those  who  are  enjoying  them  with 
us  ;thus  absolutely  sacrificing  the  end  to  the  means.^-Jef- 
ferson's  Works,  vol.  5,  p.  542. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  have  only  to  state  that 
that  paper  states,  more  ably  and  more  eloquently 
than  I  can,  the  very  doctrine  which  I  have  uttered, 
and  for  which  the  gentleman  condemns  me. 

Mr.  COX.  Now,  I  do  not  know  as  to  the  au- 
thenticity of  that  quotation  presented  by  the  gen- 
tleman, but  if  the  gentleman  quotes  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  vindicating  the  lawlessness  against  the 
United  States  authorities  which  has  been  rampant 
in  that  part  of  Ohio  where  he  lives,  just  as  it  was 
prevalent  in  South  Carolina,  I  doubt  if  Jefferson 
would  have  sanctioned  such  a  pernicious  and  dis- 
organizing practice.  I  know  the  gentleman  and 
his  party  are  in  favor  of  a  higher  law  than  the  Con- 
stitution, or  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
when,  in  their  opinion,  those  laws  impinge  upon 
their  consciences.  But  I  deny  all  such  seditious 
and  anarchical  doctrine.  Notwithstanding  every 
authority,  whether  it  be  from  Jefferson,  Wade, 
or  my  colleague,  I  deny  utterly  the  right  of  any 
one,  secessionist  or  abolitionist,  to  infract  or  nul- 
lify any  law  of  the  United  States  or  any  clause  of 
its  Constitution,  for  any  purpose.  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  everywhere  equally 
upon  every  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Butmy 
colleague  takes  the  other  ground,  and  quotes  Jef- 
ferson to  sustain  it.  But  with  such  a  lawless 
programme  how  can  he  vote  for  the  expulsion  of 
my  friend  from  Ohio  because,  as  it  is  alleged,  he 


maintained  the  same  principle?  How  can  a  de- 
fender of  law-breakers  expel  another  for  recog- 
nizing the  breach  of  the  very  fundamental  law  of 
the  Union? 

But  I  asked  my  colleague  a  question  to  which 
he  did  not  respond.  It  was  whether  he  was  in 
favor  of  the  sentiments  of  Senator  Wade  in  refer- 
ence to  the  right  of  revolution  and  against  coer- 
cion. He  said  he  would  have  voted  for  him. 
Where  does  that  place  my  colleague  ?  In  the  cate- 
gory of  my  friend  from  Cincinnati,  according  to 
the  allegation.  How,  then,  can  my  colleague  vote 
for  the  expulsion  of  a  man  who  agrees  with  him 
and  with  his  Senator;  and  who  agrees  with  an- 
other and  the  principal  light  of  the  Republican 
party?  Horace  Greeley  in  his  paper  states  what 
I  will  send  to  the  Clerk  to  be  read  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  gentleman. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  from  the  New 
York  Tribune  of  the  2d  of  March,  1861: 

"We  have  repeatedly  said,  and  we  once  more  insist,  that 
the  great  principle  embodied  by  Jefferson  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  tliatGovernments  derive  thcirjust  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed,  is  sound  and  just;  and 
that,  if  the  slave  States,  the  cotton  States,  or  the  Gulf  States 
only,  choose  to  form  an  independent  nation,  they  have  a 
moral  right  to  do  so .'" 

Mr.  COX.  Now,  I  ask  my  colleague  whether 
he  favors  that  doctrine  of  Horace  Greeley?  He 
has  been  hitherto  very  prompt  to  answer.  Thave 
given  him  every  chance.  He  has  no  excuse  now, 
and  I  beg  my  friend  of  the  Abyssinian  joke  [laugh- 
ter} not  to  interrupt  him.  I  ask  my  friend  if  he 
agrees  with  Mr.  Greeley  in  the  doctrine  which  he 
laid  down? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  I  did  not  attend  to  the  reading. 

Mr.  COX.  My  colleague  is  generally  very 
sharp  in  hearing  everything  that  falls  from  this 
side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  hope  my  friend  will  not 
intimate  in  any  way  whatever  that  I  am  not  per- 
fectly willing  to  answer  every  question  he  sees  fit 
to  propound  to  me. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  have  it  read  again  for  the 
benefit  of  my  colleague,  for  I  have  respect  for  the 
opinion  of  my  colleague. 
The  article  was  again  read. 
Mr.  COX.  I  ask  my  colleague  whether  he  be- 
lieves in  that  "  moral  right  of  the  Gulf  or  cotton 
States  to  make  an  independent  nation?" 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
answer  the  gentleman,  if  he  will  proceed  with  his 
own  remarks,  and  I  can  then  get  the  floor.  I 
would  prefer  to  answer  him  categorically  then. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  will  give  the  gentleman  a  chance 
to  answer  as  I  go  along.  It  is  so  much  more  in- 
teresting. I  like  that  dramatic  and  vivacious  form 
of  debate.  My  colleague  is  so  apt  and  ready  in 
debate. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  prefer  to  wait  until  the* 
gentleman  is  through. 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  afraid  people  will  draw  a 
wrong  conclusion  from  my  colleague's  refusal  to 
answer.  He  may  not  get  a  chance  to  answer  to- 
day. But  as  he  seems  unwilling,  I  ask  the  priv- 
ilege of  printing  a  few  more  extracts  from  the 
great  editorial  light  of  his  party,  Mr.  Greeley, 
in  reference  to  letting  the  southern  States  go.  No- 
body ever  attempted  to  expel  him  out  of  the  Re- 
publican party  for  such  sentiments. 

"If  the  cotton  States  shall  become  satisfied  that  they  can 
do  better  out  of  the  Union  than  in  it,  we  insist  on  the  let- 
ting them  go  in  peace.  The  right  to  secede  may  be  a  revo- 
lutionary one,  but  it  exists  nevertheless."  *  «  * 
"  We  must  ever  resist  the  right  of  any  State  to  remain  In  the 
Union  and  nullify  or  defy  the  laws  thereof.  To  withdraw 
from  the  Union  is  quite  another  matter;  whenever  a  consid- 
erable section  of  ourUnioii  shall  deliberately  resolve  to  go 
out,  we  shall  resist  all  coercive  measures  designed  to  keep 
It  in.  Weliope  never  toliveinarepublic  whereof  one  sec- 
tion is  pinned  to  another  by  bayonets." — Tribune  of  No- 
vember 9,  1860. 

"  If  the  cotton  States  unitedly  and  earnestly  wish  to  with- 
draw peacefully  from  the  Union,  we  think  they  should  and 
would  be  allowed  to  do  so.  Any  attempt  to  compel  them 
by  force  to  remain  would  be  contrary  to- the  principles 
enunciated  in  the  immortal  Declaration  of  Independence — 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  ideas  on  which  human  liberty 
is  based."— CTjiiuiic,  November  26,  18(30. 

"If  it  (the  Declaration  of  Independence)  justified  the 
secession  from  the  Critisli  Empire  of  three  million  colo- 
nists in  1776,  we  do  not  see  why  it  would  not  justify  the 
secession  of  live  million  southrons  from  the  Union  in  1861." 
Tribune,  December  17,  18G0. 

"  Whenever  it  shall  be  clear  that  the  great  body  of  the 
southern  people  have  become  conclusively  alienated  from 
the  Union,  and  anxious  to  escape  from  it,  we  will  do  our 
best  to  forward  their  yicws."— -Tribune,  February  20, 1861. 

Can  it  be  possible  that  such  opinions  have  been 


uttered  and  the  paper  not  suppressed?  Can  it  b'e 
that  members  who  read  it  approvingly,  day  by 
day,  seek  to  expel  a  member  of  this  House  for 
copying  its  worst  features?  Why  was  not  the 
Constitution  "  overleaped"  tosuppress  that  jour- 
nal and  exile  its  editor?  Gentlemen  opposite 
take  this  journal  and  swear  by  it  as  the  gospel  of 
emancipation  and  the  exponent  of  Republican  pol- 
icy. They  cannot  get  along  without  it.  Why, 
then,  are  they  so  sensitive  when  it  is  alleged  that 
a  Democrat  is  going  in  the  direction  pointed  out 
by  their  own  shining  beacon? 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  need  not  ask  my  colleague 
whether  he  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  for  Pres- 
ident. I  know  that  he  did.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  favors  Mr.  Lincoln  or  General  Fre- 
mont for  the  next  Presidency,  but  I  know  thatso" 
far  as  the  past  is  concerned  he  is  committed  to 
Mr.  Lincoln  and  to  his  record  and  sentiments. 
I  propose  to  have  read,  for  the  information  of  my 
colleague,  an  extract  fi-om  a  speech  made  by  Mr. 
Lincoln,  of  Illinois,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1848, 
and  printed  by  Gideon  &  Co.  especially  for  cir- 
culation among'  such  gentlemen  as  my  colleagne.  « 
Here  is  the  extract,  and  to  it  I  solicit  his  atten- 
tion. I  ask  him  if  he  approves  of  the  doctrine. 
If  he  does,  he  cannot  consistently  vote  for  the  ex- 
pulsion of  my  colleague.  The  Clerk  will  read 
from  the  original  and  genuine  document. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows,  from  the  pamphlet: 
"Any  people,  anywhere,  being  inclined  and  having  the 
powcr,have  arightto  rise  up  a.nii  shake  off  the  existing  Gov- 
ernment and  form  a  new  one  that  suits  them  better."      • 

Mr.  COX.  1  may  be  allowed,  before  the  Clerk 
reads  any  further,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  dis- 
tinguished Speaker  to  that  extract.  He  voted  for 
Mr.  Lincoln.  Nobody  knows  whether  he  is  for 
him  or  not  now.  [Laughter.]  I  want  to  ask  him 
whether  he  approves  of  the  doctrine. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"This  is  a  most  valuable,  a  most  sacred  right,  a  right 
whicli  we  hope  and  believe  is  to  liberate  the  world.  Nor 
is  this  right  confined  to  cases  in  which  the  whole  people  of 
an  existing  Government  may  choose  to  exercise  it.  Jlny 
portion  o(  sach  people  that  can,  may  revolutionize  and  may 
make  their  own  so  much  of  the  territory  as  they  inhabit. 
More  than  this,  a  majority  of  any  portion  of  such  people 
may  revolutionize,  putting  down  a  minority  intermingled 
with  or  near  about  them  wlio  may  oppose  their  move- 
ments."— January  10, 1848. 

Mr.  COX.  I  get  no  response  from  the  Speaker. 
He  muet  approve  of  the  revolutionary  sentiments 
of  the  President  and  be  disgusted  with  his  own 
resolution  of  expulsion.  Perhaps  he  will  move 
to  lay  his  resolution  upon  the  table,  or  else  vote 
to  impeach  Mr.  Lincoln.  '' 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
yield  to  me? 

Mr,  COX.     With  the  greatest  pleasure. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  In  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  I  have  to  repeat  that  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  upon  this  side  of  the 
House  does  not  speak  in  the  midst  of  another 
gentleman's  speech  by  his  courtesy,  liable  to  be 
stopped  by  him  as  the  gentleman  stopped  his  col- 
league recently.  He  speaks  when  he  obtains  the 
floor,  and  has  no  secret  about  his  opinions  in  re- 
gard to  any  subject. 

Mr.  COX.  Oh  !  Mr.  Speaker,  when  the  lead- 
ing man  of  this  House  comes  down  from  his  high 
position  to  offer  a  resolution  to  expel  a  member 
who  comes  here  by  the  same  right  that  he  does, 
he  cannot  escape  on  account  of  his  peculiar  dig- 
nity. When  he  descends  to  this  floor,  the  com- 
mon platform  of  us  all,  and  condescends  to  mingle 
with  us  in  debate,  he  cannot  and  shall  not  escape. 
Is  he  or  is  he  not  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  laid  down 
by  the  President  in  the  extracts  which  have  been 
read  ?  That  is  a  very  simple  question.  You  will 
lose  nodignity,sir,by  answeringitnow.  [Laugh- 
ter.] We  will  look  upon  you  with  pride  and 
pleasure  as  the  Speaker  of  this  House  if  you  will 
condescend  to  delight  us  by  evincing  your  opinion 
upon  that  subject.  I  pledge  myself  that  you  shall 
not  be  interrupted. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  In  reply  only  to  the  personal 
rema'i-ks  of  the  gentleman  fi-om  Ohio,  I  say  this 
to  him:  that  when  I  appear  upon  this  floor  I  do 
not  condescend  from  that  chair.  The  position  of 
a  member  upon  this  floor  is  as  exalted  and  re- 
sponsible as  the  i)osition  of  him  who  sits  in  that 
chair  to  administer  your  rules.  The  gentleman 
brings  a  reproach  u]>on  himself  and  upon  hisfeil- 
low-members  upon  this  floor  when  he  sneers  nt 
me  and  speaks  of  me,  when  I  appear  upon  this 
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floor  as  the  representative  of  my  constituents, 
performing  my  duty ,  as  condesceiulhip;.  The  liigh- 
cst  position  a  man  can  hold  in  this  House  is  that 
of  a  representative  of  one  liundred  nnci  fifty  tiiou- 
sand  people,  sent  here  by  their  wilhng  votes, and 
not  by  a  mere  mnjority  of  votes  elected  here  ns 
the  Presiding  Officer  of  this  body. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  did  not  make  any 
personal  remarks  in  regard  to  my  distinguislicd 
friend.  Far  bo  it  from  me  to  throw  any  stnin 
upon  him  for  his  condescension.  I  admire  him 
too  much  for  his  fairness  and  justice  in  presiding 
over  our  deliberations  to  reproach  him.  Never 
has  he  heard  a  word  of  tiiat  kind  from  me.  But 
when  he  comes  down  from  his  exaltation  to  this 
floor  and  undertakes  to  engineer  a  resolution 
through  this  House  for  the  expulsion  of  a  brother 
member,  lie  must  take  the  consequences  of  the 
debate  which  he  inaugurates. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  am  willing  to  do  so,  per- 
fectly willing. 

Mr.  COX.  My  friend  does  not  seem  now  to 
be  willing  to  do  it.  He  shall  not  be  interrupted 
*if  he  answer  whether  he  stands  by  Mr.  Lincoln 
or  not  in  these  traitorous  sentiments  which  1  read 
from  his  speech.  I  am  opposed  to  all  such  sen- 
timents, opposed  to  .secession,  o]iposed  to  revo- 
lution, and  opposed  to  any  change  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, except  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution 
by  the  amendment  thereof.  That  is  the  position 
of  the  members  on  this  side.  But  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  elevated  to  the  Presidency  by  that  lawless 
party  on  the  other. side,  knowing  his  sentiments 
to  be  in  favor  of  secession  and  revolution,  in  favor 
of"  any  portion  of  the  people  that  can,  revolu- 
tionizing and  making  their  own  so  much  of  the 
territory  as  they  inhabit."  I  ask  gentlemen,  if 
my  colleasue  deserves  expulsion,  does  not  the 
President  deserve  impeachment.? 

But  if  gentlemen  say  these  questions  are  gone 
by,  then  1  come  to  the  condition  of  things  since 
tile  war  and  press  the  question  which  was  not 
answered,  why  did  you  not  expel  Mr.  Conway 
lost  Congress.'  I  received  no  reply.  I  now  ask, 
why  not  expel  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr, 
Julian,]  the  colleague  of  the  Speaker,  for  his 
speech  on  the  homestead  law,  wherein  he  ex- 

Cressed  sentiments  which,  if  carried  out,  would 
ring  about  in  the  North  the  very  convulsion  and 
anarchy  which  we  now  unhappily  have  in  the 
South.  * 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Julian,]  on 
the  18ih  of  March,  1864,  held  these  sentiments: 

"Congress  must  ropc.il  tlic  joint  lesoliitloii  of  last  year 
which  protects  tlio  fee  of  rehel  landholders.  Tile  Presi- 
dent, as  I  am  well  advised,  now  stands  ready  to  join  us  in 
such  action.  Sliould  we  fail  to  do  this,  the  courts  must 
80  interpret  the  joint  resolution  as  to  make  its  repeal  need- 
Jess.  Stinuld  hoth  Congresin  and  the  courts  stand  in  tlie 
way  of  the  nation's  life,  then  'the  red  lightningof  the  peo- 
ple's wralli'  must  cons\une  the  recreant  men  who  refuse  to 
execute  the  popular  will.  Our  country,  united  and  free, 
must  be  saved,  al  whatever  hazard  or  cost;  andnollUng, 
not  even  the  CotistUulion,  must  he  allowed  lo  hold  back  the 
uplifted  arm  of  the  Gooernmcnl  in  hlasling  the  power  of  the 
rebels  forever." 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  wc  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  in  our  simplicity,  were  taught  last  session 
of  Congress  hy  a  patriotic  and  learned  member  of 
the  o(iposite  [tarty  from  Massachusetts,  (Judge 
Thonms,)  that  there  could  be  no  Union  without 
the  Constitution;  that  there  could  be  no  war  car- 
ried on  except  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution; 
that  in  using  the  appliances  for  subduing  the  re- 
bellion we  ai-e  acting  within  tiie  pale  of  the  Con- 
stitution; that  We  seek  domestic  tranquillity  alone 
by  the  sword  the  Constitution  has  ])laccd  in  our 
hands;  that  in  the  path  of  war,  as  of  peace,  the 
Constitution  is  our  guide  and  our  light,  the  cloud 
by  day,  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night;  that  in  iirc.scrv- 
ing  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  wo  vindicate 
in  every  part  the  indivisible  Republic  in  its  su- 
preme law;  that  in  seeking  to  change  the  Consti- 
tution, to  break  or  overleaf)  it,  we,  become  the 
rebels  we  are  Btriving  to  subdue;  that  all  our  la- 
bors and  sacrifices  for  the  Union  of  our  fathers 
arc  for  the  Constitution,  which  is  it.s  only  bond; 
that  to  make  this  a  war,  with  the  sword  in  the  one 
hand  to  defend  the  Coristitution,  and  a  hummer 
in  the  other  hand  to  break  it  to  pieces,  is  no  less 
treasonable  than  secession  itself;  and  that  outside 
of  the  pale  of  the  Constitution  the  whole  struggle 
is  revolutionary. 

If  th(;Be  sentimenta  be  true,  sir — and  no  one 
will  riuestion  tiipm — why  was  not  the  gentleman 
fronn  Indiana  [Mr.  Julian]  expelled  for  the  trea- 


sonable sentiments  I  have  quoted!  Why  was 
not  a  simil.ir  resolution  to  this  moved  in  relation 
to  him.'  We  on  this  side  do  not  do  it.  Woarc 
in  favor  of  the  largest  liberty  of  debate  by  the 
popular  Representatives.  We  understand  that 
the  Constitution  guaranties  such  debate.  Wc  did 
not  disturb  your  Judge  Conway  last  session  for 
his  resolutions.  Wc  did  not  vote  for  his  resolu- 
tions; but  you  are  responsible  for  his  continuance 
in  his  position  till  the  end  of  the  last  Congress. 

If  it  were  a  reproach  to  the  country,  as  our 
distinguished  Speaker  has  stated,  that  a  man 
should  express  himself  here  in  favor  of  the  rec- 
ognition of  the  southern  confederacy;  if  it  dis- 
honors and  weakens  us  abroad  and  impairs  our 
energies  and  discourages  our  efforts  at  home;  if  it 
were  equivalent  to  allowing  members  of  the  Rich- 
mond congress  to  come  here  and  take  part  in 
our  deliberations,  (!>s  the  Speaker  has  alleged,) 
why  was  not  the  expulsion  of  the  member  from 
Kansas  proposed  by  him.'  Ah!  his  case  was  of 
a  different  hue  then.  It  was  of  a  darker  shade 
then.  Now  you  are  in  favor  of  expelling  a  man 
from  our  midst  who  was  sent  here  by  the  people, 
because  he  utters  the  same  sentiments  which  this 
side  repudiates,  and  which  one  of  your  own  side 
uttered  last  session,  and  wliich  you  never  sought 
to  repudiate  by  the  grave  process  of  expulsion. 

But  the  Speaker  did  not  resnme  his  seat  until 
he  had  made  a  fling  at  the  Democracy  of  my 
State  for  supporting  Mr.  Vallandigham.  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  took  some  part  in  the  last  contest  for 
the  Governorship  of  Ohio.  I  did  not  fully  agree 
with  the  gentleman  who  is  now  in  exile,  as  mem- 
bers know,  in  his  votes  on  this  floor,  nor  in  re- 
gard to  his  peculiar  views  of  policy  or  peace.  1 
upheld  sadly  but  firmly  the  swordj  after  it  had 
been  unsheathed,  lest  a  worse  alternative  should 
ensue — the  disunion  of  our  beloved  country. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me  for  a  moment.' 

Mr.  COX.     Certainly. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  read 
only  a  portion  of  a  paragraph  from  the  speech 
which  1  delivered  in  this  House,  and  I  wish  he 
would  allow  me  to  have  read  at  the  desk  the  en- 
tire paragraph  which  I  have  marked. 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  members  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  will  agree  to  extend  my  time  I  will 
yield  for  that  purpose.  I  will  insertitin  my  speech 
when  it  comes  to  be  printed.  I  cannot  yield  now, 
as  I  have  very  little  time  left. 

Mr.  JULIAN.     It  is  only  a  brief  paragraph. 

Mr.  COX.  As  I  have  said,  I  will  yield  if  my 
tunc  IS  cxlGnucd 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  object  to 
the  extension  of  the  gentleman's  time. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  insert  in  my  speech  what 
the  gentleman  desires,  butas  the  extension  of  my 
flme  is  objected  to,  I  cannot  yield  to  him.  The 
gentleman  does  not  deny  that  I  have  quoted  him 
fairly  so  far  as  I  have  gone.  Did  not  the  gentle- 
man say  that  he  was  in  favor  of  breaking  down 
the  Constitution  to  save  the  country.' 

Mr.  JULIAN.  It  is  a  perversion  of  what  I 
did  say. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  rather  have  it  from  your 
own  lips  than  from  any  report.  Are  you  in  favor 
of  breaking  down  the  Constitution.' 

Mr.  JULIAN.  I  will  atiswer  the  gentleman 
from  Oiiio'.  I  said  explicitly  in  the  jiaragraphof 
my  speech  which  I  have  asked  the  gentleman  to 
allow  to  be  read,  that  there  was  no  neeessity  in 
the  world  for  breaking  down  the  Constitution  in 
any  of  its  parts  to  put  down  the  presentrebellion 
in  the  South.  That  is  my  position.  I  said  the 
Constitution  was  made  for  the  people,  not  the 
jieople  for  the  Constitution;  and  that  our  fathers 
were  not  fools  but  wise  men,  who  armed  the  nation 
with  the  ])ower  to  crush  its  foes  as  well  as  to  pro- 
tect its  friends. 

Mr.  COX.     If  that  necessity  existed  .' 

Mr.  JULIAN.  If  it  were  necessary  to  save  the 
life  of  the  nation  to  depart  fi-oin  the  letter  of  the 
Constitution  I  would,  as  I  paid  in  my  speech, 
blast  the  power  of  the  rebellion  forever  by  the 
strong  hand  of  war. 

Mr.  COX.  I,  too,  would  blast  the  power  of  the 
rebels  by  the  strong  hand  of  war;  but  1  regard  the 
life  of  the  nation  as  bound  up  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  that  to  blast  the  Constitution  you  blast 
the  Government.  And  by  destroying  the  Con- 
stitution you  do  not  put  an  end  to  this  war  nor 
BuppresM  the  rebellion. 


Mr.  JULIAN.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question. 

Mr.  COX.     Certainly. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  1  ask  the  gentleman  whether, 
if  tlie  salvation  of  the  nation's  life  required  the 
violation  of  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  the  gen- 
tleman would  be  willing  to  save  the  life  of  the 
nation  at  that  cost. 

Mr.  COX.  I  regard  it  as  utterly  impossible, 
under  God,  ever  to  save  the  life  of  the  nation  by 
tearing  out  its  vitals — its  heart  and  brain.  The 
Constitution  is  the  frame  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  enshrined.  I  know  no  other  Government 
except  that  embodied  in  the  Constitution.  This 
is  the  Government  which  yon  are  sworn  to  sup- 
port; not  sworn  to  support,  sir,  in  acertain  erner- 
gency;  not  sworn  to  destroy,  if  necessary  to  save 
the  life  of  the  country,  butunconditionally  to  sup- 
port at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  as  if  that  lit'o 
were  bound  up  with  it  forever.  You  have  taken 
upon  your  soul  the  oath  to  sustain  that  Consti- 
tution. Nc^w  you  say  on  certain  conditions  you 
would  break  your  oath!  What  is  moral  treason.' 
What  is  moral  perjury.'  I' do  not  charge  thcso 
upon  the  gentlcrnan;  but  I  beg  him  to  reconsider 
and  call  back  his  words. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me  right  hire .' 

Mr.  COX.  I  will,  if  the  gentleman  thinks  I 
have  done  him  injustice. 

Mr.JULlAN."lhavetrtkenthatoath,andIhavo 
asserted  publicly  that  there  is  no  necessity  in  the 
world  for  violating  it.  But  the  gentleman  has  not 
answered  the  interrogatory  which  I  propounded 
to  him.  1  wish  him  to  state  explicitly  whether, 
if  the  life  of  the  nation  could  only  be  saved  by  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  he  would  be  willing 
to  save  it  in  that  way.  [Laughter  on  the  Repub- 
lican side  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  answer  the  question.  I  am 
used  to  laughter  from  that  side  of  the  House.  It 
does  not  distract  me,  for  laughter  is  not  logic. 

What  is  the  life  of  the  nation,  sir,  of  which  we 
hear  so  much  .'  I  know  no  other  life  of  the  nation 
except  that  incarnate  in  the  written  Constitution, 
which  protects  property,  person,  home,  con- 
science, liberty,  and  life.  I'ake  away  these,  and 
there  is  no  nation.  Society  is  stagnant  and  dead. 
The  gentleman  regards  liberty  ns  the  life  of  the, 
nation — a  sort  of  ilJ-defined  liberty  for  black  and 
white,  I  suppose.  I  regard  the  Constitution  as  ' 
the  embodiment  of  constitutional  freedom  in  this 
country,  the  very  body,  life,  and  soul  of  the  Union. 
That  is  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
When  you  strike  that  down  you  strike  down  the 
life  of  the  nation.  Therefore  we,  on  this  side, 
have  determined,  in  order  to  save  the  life  of  the 
Government,  to  save  the  Constitution  from  de- 
struction. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  mo 
to  nsk  him  another  question? 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  gentleman  is  not  fully  an- 
swered I  will  say  this,  that  under  no  cikcum- 

STANCES  CONCEIVABLE  BY  THE  HUMAN  IMlND 
WOULD  I   EVER  VIOLATE  TIIAT  CONSTITUTION    FOR 

ANTTunrosE.  [Cricsof'That'sii!"  "Tliat'sit!" 
from  the  Democratic  side  oft  he  House.]  As  Judge 
Thomas  has  said,  "  1  would  cling  to  it  as  tiie 
bond  of  unity  in  the  past,  as  the  only  practical 
bond  of  union  in  the  future;  the  only  land  lifted 
above  the  waters,  on  which  the  ark  of  tlie  Union 
can  be  moored.  From  that  ark  alone  will  go  out 
the  dove,  blessed  of  the  Spirit,  which  shall  return 
bringing  in  its  mouth  the  olive-branch  of  peace." 
To  compass  its  ilestruction  as  a  jirobable  or  pos- 
sible necessity,  is  the  vcrjr  "gospel  of  anarchy, 
the  philosophy  of  dissolution." 

Mr.  JULIAN.  1  want  to  nsk  the  gentleman  a 
question. 

Several  Members  on  the  Democratic  side  ob- 
jected. 

Mr.  COX.  If  there  be  any  man  in  this  Cham- 
ber who  holds  or  utters  any  other  sentiment  in 
reference  to  the  Constitution  and  his  oath  than 
tlii.s  which  I  have  expn^ssed,  I  say  lo  him  that 
language  has  no  term  of  reproach,  and  the  mind 
no  idea  of  detestation,  adequate  to  express  the 
moral  leprosy  and  treason  couched  in  his  lan- 
guage and  clinging  to  his  soul.  I  will  not  desig- 
nate such  utterances  by  any  harsher  language  in 
a  parliamentary  body. 

When  interrupteil  liy  the  member  from  Indi- 
ana 1  was  about  lo  go  a  little  further  in  answer 
to  what  the  Sjieaker  said  in  reference  to  the  Dc- 
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mocracy  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  took  a  part  in 
the  campaign  of  last  year,  as  I  said,  not  because 
I  approved  of  the  peculiar  peace  notions  of  my 
former  colleague.  It  was  well  known  in  Ohio 
that  my  voles  here  did  not  always  coincide  with 
his,  and  that  my  sentiments  did  not  agree  with 
his  altogether;  but  when  by  an  arbitrary  arrest, 
without  warrant,  without  a  fair  trial,  in  defiance 
of  the  Constitution,  in  defiance  of  a  law  passed 
by  ourselves,  in  defiance  of  English  and  American 
traditions,  petitions,  and  bills  of  right,  he  was  ar- 
rested and  exiled ,  the  Democracy  of  Ohio  raised  an 
issue  in  favor  offair  trial,  free  speech,  the  immuni- 
ties ofpersonalfreedom,and  an  honestand  lawful 
administration  of  public  affairs.  That  was  our 
only  issue.  I  took  ground  everywhere  in  favor 
of  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  and  tiie  integrity  of 
the  Constitution.  Disagreeing  always  with  the 
peculiar  tenets  held  by  him  in  relation  to  coer- 
cion, I  held  that  he  had  the  same  right  to  speak 
for  peace  as  the  soldier  to  fight  for  it.  But  1  will 
say  this  for  him,  that  nowhere,  here  or  at  home, 
did  he  ever  utter  a  sentiment  or  do  an  act  looking 
to  the  recognition  of  the  southern  confederacy. 
He  said  in  his  place  in  this  House,  again  and 
again,  and  quoted  Mr.  Calhoun's  opinions  on  the 
Mexican  war  in  his  justification,  that  he  would 
not  oppose  the  voting  of  men  and  money  to  carry 
on  this  war,  the  responsibility  for  which  he  did 
not  covet  nor  bear.  But,  sir,  he  never  would 
consent  to  a  peace  based  upon  recognition.  He 
BO  said  in  the  North,  and  he  said  the  same  in  his 
exile  in  tlie  South. 

We  were  defeated  in  Ohio  on  account  of  the 
issue  made  on  the  peace  sentiment.  1  bowed  to 
that  decision.  But,  sir,  while  there  are  some  in 
our  party  opposed  to  coercion  and  in  favor  of  a 
peace  indiscriminately,  without  regard  to  conse- 
quences, the  great  body  of  the  Democratic  people 
in  our  State  and  in  the  North  have  never  gone 
beyond  one  conclusion;  and  that  is,  they  arc  for- 
ever opposed  to  curtailing  the  limits  of  our  empire 
by  the  recognition  ofa  new  nation  carved  outofour 
territory  and  made  up  of  our  States  and  people. 
Come  war,  come  peace, come  anything,  we  would 
bring  about  a  restoration  of  the  old  Government, 
with  the  old  order.  Our  determination  is  to  fol- 
low the  line  of  duty  laid  down  by  the  distinguished 
Governor  of  New  York,  Horatio  Seymour,  to 
superadd  to  force  the  policy  of  conciliation;  not 
to  withdraw  our  forces  from  the  field  and  yield 
to  the  South  independence,  but  to  superadd  one 
other  element  of  Union — kindness  and  Christi- 
anity. If  gentlemen  cannot  understand  how  two 
such  ideas  are  compatible  in  the  same  mind  with 
each  other  and  with  patriotism,  I  cannot  teach 
them.  While  we  have  been  ever  ready  to  sustain 
our  gallant  soldiers  in  the  field  by  our  money 
and  our  men,  we  have  been  also  ready  at  every 
hour  of  our  triumph  and  at  every  opportunity  for 
compromise  to  extend  an  honorable  amnesty  to 
the  erring;  not  the  jugglery  of  the  executive  am- 
nesty, based  upon  a  proclamation  of  abolition 
which  is  a  lie,  but  an  amnesty  which  shall  bring 
back  the  great  body  of  the  people  South — if  it  be 
yet  possible — to  their  old  allegiance.  We  desire 
to  make  our  victories  consequential  by  the  reha- 
bilitation of  the  States  as  they  were,  and  to  make 
out  of  them  and  not  out  of  illegitimate  States — the 
eflspring  of  a  corrupt  Executive — the  old  Union, 
sne  and  indivisible ! 

This  is  the  policy  of  the  northern  Democracy. 
Upon  that  platform  we  intend  to  contend  in  the  No- 
vember election.  Whoever  may  be  our  candidate, 
lliat  will  be  our  doctrine,  and  you  cannot  (as  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.WAsiiBURNE]  tried 
to  do  yesterday, )give  ita  diflfercnt  interpretation, 
because  of  the  speech  of  my  colleague,  [IVlr.LoNG,] 
or  because  of  the  partisan  attempt  to  expel  him 
for  the  sentiments  he  has  uttered. 

We  accept  as  ourpfatform  the  integrity  of  the 
Union.  Upon  that  platform  we  will  never,  in 
any  emergency  of  this  Republie,  yield  up  this 
country  and  ita  Constitution  to  secession,  and 
•to  its  baleful  counterpart,  abolition.  "Amid  all 
the  darkness,  the  thick  darkness  around  us,  we 
winding  to  the  single,  sinijile,  sublime  issue — the 
Constitution,  and  the  Union  of  which  it  is  the 
bond;  the  old  Union.  God  bless  the  old  Union, 
and  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  of  God  shrivel  to 
their  very  sockets  the  arms  lifted  to  destroy  it; 
not  in  vengeance,  but  in  mercy  to  them  and  to  all 
mankind." 

Mr.  KELLEY.     Wo  have  witnessed,  to  accept 


the  language  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  [Mr.  Cox,]  two  extraordinary  spectacles 
this  morning,  for  one,  the  earlier,  of  which  I  am 
deeply  grateful.  We  have  seen  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  leave  his  chair  and  move  what,  in  my 
judgment,  is  a  very  appropriate  resolution  of  ex- 
pulsion; and  we  have  beheld  a  member  of  the 
House  attempt  to  justify  by  indirection  that  which 
he  dare  not  vindicate,  the  language  and  purposes 
of  his  colleague  whose  expulsion  has  been  pro- 
posed. Is  the  gentleman  in  favor  of  the  docti'ines 
uttered  yesterday  afternoon  by  his  colleague,  or 
does  he  disavow  any  of  them?  In  a  brief  pass- 
ing phrase  he  makes  a  disavowal,  but  the  remain- 
der of  the  hour  he  gave  to  a  justification  of  his 
treason. 

Sir,  he  talks  of  1861,  and  attempts  to  justify  his 
colleague  by  raising  false  issues  and  irrelevant 
questions.  More  than  a  century  of  ordinary  his- 
tory intervenes  between  the  days  of  which  he 
speaks  and  the  hour  in  which  he  makes  his  plea 
for  impunity  for  the  utterance  of  treason  on  the 
floor  of  Congress.  He  says  that  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  Ohio,  who  was  elected  last  full,  once 
entertained  doubts  of  the  right  to  coerce  a  State 
that  might  attempt  to  secede.  What  if  he^idid.' 
What  has  that  to  do  .with  the  question  before  the 
House.'  But  where  did  Mr.  Stanton  stand  and 
what  was  his  attitude  when  he  received  the  suf- 
frages of  so  large  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Ohio  ? 
It  was  on  a  war  platform,  as  a  friend  of  the  vig- 
orous prosecution  of  the  war,  as  a  friend  of  the 
Union,  urging  by  voice  and  example  the  people 
of  Ohio  to  sustain  the  Government  in  all  its  ef- 
forts to  maintain  its  supremacy  over  every  inch 
of  our  broad  territory;  and  it  will  not  do  to  talk 
of  what  his  abstract  opinions  may  have  been  three 
years  ago,  before  the  rebels  had  begun  the  war, 
any  more  than  it  would  to  impugn  the  patriotism 
of  General  Butler  by  referring  to  his  votes  in  the 
Charleston  convention.  We  were  then  at  peace. 
Now  we  are  involved  in  bloody  war. 

Sir,  the  question  before  us  is  a  question  of  law. 
The  member  whose  expulsion  is  moved  has  sworn 
and  subscribed  the  oath  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and 
in  which  are  these  words: 

"As  I  will  answer  under  llie  pains  and  penalties  of  per- 
jury, I  will  iujijiorl  and  ilcfcnd  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  against  all  enemies,  foreign  and  domestic;  I  will 
bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  same;  I  take  this  obli- 
gation I'rccly,  without  any  mental  resorvation  or  purpose  of 
evasion;  and  I  will  well  and  faitlifully  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  office  on  which  I  am  about  to  enter." 

Sir,  this  test  oath  had  not  been  incorporated 
into  the  law  of  our  country  in  1861,  and  it  is  un- 
der that  oath  that  the  gentleman's  colleague  is 
arraigned;  nor  can  the  plea  of  abstract  opinions 
of  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  be  raised 
in  vindication  of  his  treason.  The  whole  subject 
is  res  adjudicata.  The  Suprcine  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  which  the  gentleman  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  used  to  stand,  haspas.scd  upon 
the  question.  That  court,  in  the  prize  cases  re- 
ported in  2  Black,  decided  that  this  Government 
IS  involved  in  a  war,  a  territorial  war,  and  is  re- 
quired by  the  law  of  nations  and  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  to  treat  the  people  of 
the  rebellious  territory  as  alien  or  publicenemies, 
or  at  least  ihatlhe  Gpverninentmay  elect  between 
its  belligerent  powers  and  its  sovereign  powers; 
nay,  need  not  elect  between  them,  but  may  exer- 
cise them  all  in  order  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy 
and  successful  close. 

Will  not  the  gentleman  or  some  of  his  colleagues 
utter  a  living  voice  and  not  croak  from  the  tomb 
of  1861.''  Are  there  no  men  upon  that  side  «f  the 
House  who  remember  the  oath  they  have  taken, 
and  who  find  a  decision  of  the  United  States  laws 
binding  on  their  conscience?  The  gentleman  says 
that  his  colleague  speaks  for  himself  alone.  Sir, 
does  he  vote  by  himself  and  alone?  Is  his  voice 
the  only  one  that  utters  such  sentiments?  Did 
not  the  distinguished  leader  of  his  party,  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  city,  [Mr.  Fernando 
Wood,]  tell  us  early  in  the  session  substantially 
what  he  told  us  yesterday,  while  carefully  guard- 
ing himself  so  as  to  keep  his  expressions  within 
the  limits  of  the  law?  Diti-  he  not  tdl  us  that  it 
was  impossible  to  conquer  an  agricultural  people 
of  the  numerical  force  of  the  rebels?  -That  our  war 
was  wicked,  cruel,  and  a  waste  of  huinan  life? 
That  it  could  never  bring  an  affiiniative  result? 
And  are  there  not  always  a  body  of  men  ready  to 
vote,  let  the  question  be  what  it  may,  with  him 
who  yesterday  so  frankly  pleaded  the  cause  of 


the  reljels?  No,  he  did  not  utter  the  voice  of  an 
individual.  He  echoed — t\t\y,  it  was  notan  ech(i^=^ 
he  uttered  more  boldly  than  others  have  dared  to 
do  the  key-note  that  guides  the  condiici  (jf  the 
ruli ng  spirits ofthe  Democratic ])arty  in  this  House 
and  throughout  the  country.  In  his  r';pcech  we 
find  the  key  to  that  concert  of  action  which  rallies 
them  all  u[)on  every  proposition  tiiat  may  embar- 
rass the  Government  iu  any  of  its  departments. 
1  speak  of  the  leading  and  ruling  minds  of  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  for  my  eye  rests  upon 
gentlemen  who  often  rise  above  party  and  vote 
with  the  country. 

But  the  gentleman  spoke  for  that  solid  phalanx 
which  is  the  vertebrae,  muscle,  and  nerve  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  gives  it  character  through- 
out the  country.  "Our  brothers,"  said  the  gen- 
tleman, [Mr.  Oox,]  "our  brothers  in  the  Army 
stand  by  the  country,  but  do  not  approve-  of  the 
Africanized  policy  of  the  Administration."  Now, 
sir,  if  this  be  true,  and  all  their  brothers  in  the 
army  are  to  be  found  among  the  men  who  voted 
against  the  Administration  in  the  Ohio  election, 
what  I  have  to  say  of  them  is  that  they  are  hardly 
numerous  enough  to  talk  about.  If  the  gentle- 
man's assertioni)e  true,  there  is  hardly  a  brother- 
apiece  to  the  members  of  this  House  in  the  Army; 
but  God  only  knows,  certainly  I  do  not,  how 
many  thousands  of  Ohio  soldiers  voted  against 
the  gentleman's  peace  doctrines  and  ]icace  can- 
didates and  in  favor  of  what  he  is  pleased  to 
term  "  the  Africanized  policy  ofthe  Administra- 
tion.." I  do  not  think  that  of  the  soldiers  of 
Pennsylvania  you  will  find  one  in  five  hundi-ed 
thtit  would  not  be  ready  to  brain  the  gentleman 
from  the  second  district  of  Ohio  if  he  would  utter 
in  their  camps  the  doctrines  that  he  uttered  here 
and  for  which  his  colleague  pleads  for  impunity. 
Gentlemen,  make  up  the  roll  of  your  brothers  in 
the  Army  who  are  opposed  to  the  Administration 
and  its  policy.  Parade  them,  that  we  may  teach 
our  children  to  know  just  how  large  a  delegation 
the  peace  party  has  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  They  will  call  the  roll  as  a  matter  of 
amusement  as  they  sing  "  the  House  that  Jack 
built,"  or  other  lullabies. 

This  is  a  fine  time  for  gentlemen  opposite  to  as- 
sail my  distinguished  colleague,  [Mr.  Stevens,] 
who  is  detained  at  home  by  sickness.  "  When 
the  cat  is  av/ay  the  mice  will  play."  [Laughter.] 
They  have  had  a  delicious  time  at  the  expense  of 
my  venerable  colleague  this  morning,  but  I  advise 
them  to  keep  in  their  holes  after  he  resumes  his 
seat.  It  was  a  brave  sight  to  see  the  freedom  with 
which  his  aiguments,  or  rather  their  perversions 
of  his  arguments,  were  put  before  the  House  to- 
day. Who  dare  associate  his  name  with  that  of 
the  traitors  in  arms  against  the  Government? 
None  with  impunity  when  he  is  present;  and  these 
gentlemen  would  no  more  have  dared  to  make  their 
assaults  on  him  in  his  presence  than  they  would 
have  dared  attem]it  to  scale  the  walls  of  high  hea- 
ven. He  pleads  throughout  his  able  argument 
foran  earnest  prosecution  of  the  war.  He  founds 
his  theory  on  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
ofthe  United  States,  and  asks  the  Government  to 
exercise  all  the  power  with  which  it  is  armed 
against  the  rebels — to  treat  them  as  "  public  ene- 
mies "  whose  lands,  whose  ships,  whose  every 
item  of  wealth,  3'es,  whose  very  lives,  are  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Government  of  the  nation  against 
which  they  war.  And  shall  he,  holding  doctrines 
so  sustained  by  theory  and  absolute  decision  ,  and 
impelled  by  such  patriotic  purposes,  have  his  name 
associated  with  that  of  one  who  conies  befoi'e  the 
nation  and  cries,  "  Heaven  bless  the  traitors  ajid 
curse  my  country,"  for  that  was  substantially  tho 
prayer  ofthe  gentleman  from  the  second  district 
ofOhio? 

As  to  Judge  Conway's  resolutions,  and  the 
tone  of  his  speech,  they  found  noa|iproval  on  this 
floor.  The  resolutions  were  tabii'd  by  a"  vote  of 
one  in  the  negative,  and  every  other  voice  in  the 
House  in  theaflirmntivc.  I  well  remember  the 
"occasion;  the  motion  was  made  by  our  lamented 
friend  from  Illinois — Lovejoy,  the  earnest  soul. 
There  wa.s  no  voice  to  syinpiuhise  with  them  or 
their  author.  But  what  was  Judge  Conway '.s 
drift?  It  was  that  IVom  the  way  the  war  wa;* 
then  dragging  along,  and  from  what  he  regarded 
as  the  inclliciency  ofthe  militai'y  administration, 
we  would  never  conquer  the  South;  but  that  if 
separation  look  place,  the  Union  would  be  rees- 
tablished  by   the   conquest  northern  ideas  j\nd 
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principles,  would  achieve  over  the  people  of  the 
South.  He  had  not  taken  the  oath  that  binds  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  nor  had  the  Supreme  Court 
then  defined  the  character  of  the  war,  and  his 
query  was  as  to  the  best  and  surest  means  of 
making  liberty  and  Union  one  and  inseparable 
forever. 

But  what  was  the  political  action  produced  by 
his  action?  The  Kansas  Legislature,  if  I  am 
correctly  informed,  condemned  his  doctrine  and 
invited  him  to  resign,  and  Judge  Conway,  pure 
man  and  earnest  patriot  as  he  is,  will  regret  to 
the  latest  day  of  his  life  that  influenced  by  any 
train  of  reasoning  he  had  permitted  himself  to  be 
brought  to  such  a  conclusion.  But  I  again  ask 
you  to  remember  that  what  he  did  was  done  be- 
fore the  adoption  of  the  test  oath  and  before  the 
decision  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  ^he  prize  cases 
which  gave  us  the  law  for  this  case.  Sir,  it  was 
no  sudden  impulse  that  moved  the  gentleman,  to 
whom  the  resolution  relates,  to  speak  as  he  did. 
His  purposes,  when  he  took  the  oath  of  office  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  were  what  they  are  to- 
day. His  convictions  pledged  him  to  act,  in  all 
things  and  by  every  vote  lie  should  give,  in  favor 
of  the  rebellion  and  against  his  country.  Con- 
trolled by  the  opinions  he  uttered  yesterday  he 
could  not  give  a  vote  that  would  be,  in  good 
faith,  either  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Constitu- 
tion or  the  support  of  the  country.  Andjf  he  lie 
in  an  unmarjced  grave  it  will  be  because  his  own 
fond  dreams  of  a  southern  confedaracy  shall  never 
be  realized.  For  to  no  northern  man  is  that  con- 
federacy more  deeply  indebted  than  to  him  who 
proclaims  to  a  nation  that,  in  its  service,  he  is 
willing  to  wear  perjury  as  a  garment,  and  do  the 
daily  work  of  a  perjured  man.  He  is  in  favor  of 
recognizing  the  South.  He  is  in  favor  of  giving 
them  their  independence.  He  believes  that  we 
can  survive  if  our  territorial  limits  were  reduced 
to  thpir  original  proportions.  Is  this  Constitu- 
tion which  1  hold  the  one  he  swore  to  support? 
Is  it  in  conformity  with  its  preamble  that  he  would 
surrender  to  an  enemy  at  war  with  us  half  of  our 
country  and  nearly  half  of  the  States?  That  pre- 
amble reads: 

"  We  the  people  of  thn  United  States,  in  order  to  form 
a  more  porfuct  Union,  establish  justice,  iivsnre  domestic 
tranquillity,  provide  for  the  connnon  defense,  promote  the 
general  wcllare,  and  secure  the  blessinjjs  ofliberly  to  our- 
selves and  our  i)Osterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Cou- 
itltinion  for  the  United  States  of  America." 

Was  it,  1  ask,  the  Constitution  of  which  that 
is  the  preamble  that  the  gentleman  swore  to  sup- 
port? ifitwas,  you  will  bear  me  witness  that 
my  language  has  not  been  unjustly  harsh.  Is  it 
under  the  Constitution,  of  which  section  four  of 
article  four  reads  as  follows,  that  he  proposes  to 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  so-called 
confederate  States  and  let  them  go? 

"The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  In  this 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government,  anil  shall  protect 
each  of  them  against  invasion." 

Does  his  colleague  and  friend  say  that  when  he 
took  the  oath  lie  meant  to  stand  by  and  maintain 
the  Union,  preserve  domestic  tranquillity,  and 
guaranty  to  every  State  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment? He  disavowed  the  whole  theory  yes- 
terday, and  defended  the  right  and  fact  of  seces- 
sion. What  will  he  do  with  the  infantgiant,West 
Virginia,  when  he  lels  the  rebellious  States  go  out 
of  the  Union?  Will  he  surrender  to  the  rebel 
leaders  and  their  tender  mercies — to  the  men  who 
mined  the  Libby  prison  with  nine  hundred  Union 
prisoners  in  it,  and  prepared  to  blow  it  up — will 
he  surrender  to  their  tender  mercies  the  people  of 
West  Virginia,  and  send  them  back  to  make  part 
of  the  Old  Dominion?  What  will  he  do  with  the 
people  of  Missouri  who  have  dared  to  emancipate 
their  slaves  and  make  iVlissouri  a  free  State?  Shall 
they  be  compelled  to  leave  their  homes,  gather  up 
and  rcenslave  such  of  their  former  chattels  as 
they  can,  or  be  ihemsclvra  enslaved  by  the  des- 
pots of  the  man-owning  oligarchy  ?  How  will  he 
dispose  of  Arkansas,  her  new  constitution ,  and  her 
free  peo[>le,  white  and  bla<-,k.  Does  the  gentleman 
mean  to  hand  them  over  to  an  auto  dafe?  And 
the  people  who  have  made  the  free  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, what  will  he  do  with  ihem  ?  I  hope  he 
will  give  us  a  constitutional  reply  to  these  ques- 
tiouM.  His  argument  will  reduce  them  all  to  sub- 
mission to  Jefferson  Davis  and  the  infernal  crew 
who  since  they  began  this  war  have  filled  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  million  graves  with  the  best  and 
bravest  of  our  land.     5h,  can  it  be  that  tho  soil 


of  any  northern  State  gave  birth  to  one  who  would 
crawl  through  the  blood  of  his  murdered  brothers 
and  beg  their  assassins  to  pardon  and  pity  him? 
This  is  what  the  gentleman  from  the  second  dis- 
trict of  Ohio  has  expressed  his  desire  to  do,  and 
what  he  urges  the  men  of  this  House  to  do  in  the 
name  of  our  common  country. 

I  will  not  follow  him  in  his  argument.  I  arose 
simply  for  tho  purpose  ofexposing  the  mean  petti- 
fogging of  his  champion  on  this  floor,  and  hop- 
ing to  bring  from  among  the  brave  men  of  that 
side  of  the  House  some  one  who  would  avow  the 
doctrines  upon  which  we  descant,  or  boldly  disa- 
vow them  in  the  name  of  his  party. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  In  answer  to  that  remark  of 
my  colleague  I  wish  to  say,  right  here,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  was  candid  enough  to  de- 
clare in  the  speech  referred  to  that  he  spoke  for 
himself,  and  himself  alone,  and  not  for  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  That  ought. to  be  a  sufficient  re- 
ply to  my  colleague,  and  I  trust  that  it  is  satis- 
factory. 

While  I  am  up  I  have  one  further  remark  to 
make.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Gar- 
field] yesterday,  in  speaking  of  the  order  known 
as  the  "  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,"  declared 
that  "  it  was  under  the  protection  and  fraternity 
of  the  Democratic  party."  Now,  there  may  be 
such  a  society  as  the  "  Knights  x)f  the  Golden 
Circle."  For  myself,  as  a  Democrat,!  declare  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  order. 

Mr.  COX.  Nor  has  anybody  else  on  this  side 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  In  my  intercourse  with  the 
Democratic  party  in  Pennsylvania  and  every- 
where else,  and  in  my  intercourse  with  Demo- 
cratic members  in  this  House,  I  have  scarcely 
ever  heard  any  reference  made  to  that  order.  I 
know  nothing  of  its  being  under  the  care  and 
protection  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  I  repudi- 
ate the  charge  in  the  roundest  terms. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  but  a  word  to  say  in  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion now  under  discussion.  I  have  as  much  re- 
gard, sir,  for  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all 
the  oaths  here  taken  by  me  to  support  the  pro- 
visions of  that  instrument,  as  any  man  upon  this 
floor.  But  I  rise  now  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
enteringasolemnprotestagainst  the  lectures  upon 
patriotism,  fidelity  to  oaths,  and  the  truthfulness 
of  members  upon  this  side  of  the  House,  made 
by  my  colleague  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Kel- 
LET,]  who  stands  upon  the  record  now  in  my 
hand  with  having  stated  upon  this  floor  an  utter 
and  deliberate  falsehood.  He  is  not  the  man  to 
talk  about  perjury.  He  is  not  the  man  to  talk 
about  fidelity  to  oaths.  He  is  not  the  man  to  talk 
about  candor  and  truthfulness. 

I  am  not  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  purpose  of 
indorsing  the  sentiments  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  is  now  so  prominently  before  the  House. 
I  disagree  with  many  sentiments  uttered  by  that 
gentleman.  But  it  ill  becomes  my  colleague,  and 
it  ill  becomes  the  members  on  the  other  sitle  of 
the  House,  to  be  so  sensitive  of  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  under  the  oaths  they  have 
taken.  Fori  remember  who, on  the  4th  of  March, 
1861,  before  high  Heaven,  and  with  uplifted  hand, 
swore  to  maintain,  support,  and  preserve  invio- 
late the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
the  only  oath  he  was  required  to  take.  We  have 
had  Mr.  Lincoln  himself  in  the  exercise  of  his 
discretion  pushing  that  sacred  instrument  aside. 
Powty  was  never  given  him  to  say  that,  under 
certain  circumstances,  the  Constitution  should  be 
suspended.  That  is  the  doctrine  of  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side.  With  them  the  Constitution 
is  pliable,  and  can  be  made  to  bend  whenever  it 
is  rct]uired  to  bring  it  down  to  the  level  of  their 
views.  That  is  the  prime  feature  of  their  creed, 
and  that  doctrine  has  pervaded  the  entire  legisla- 
tion of  the  present  Congress.  It  has  no  basis 
other  than  that  of  prejudice  and  fanaticism. 

Now,  sir,  I  cannot  be  drawn  into  this  discus- 
f-ion.  I  cannot  be  induced  to  indorse  all  the  sen- 
tiiTif  nts  uttered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Long.]  But  if  the  other  side  of  the  House  are  so 
s(.i)sitive  upon  the  subject  of  a  faithful  discharge 
of  duly,  of  fidelity  to  the  obligations  we  were  re- 
quired to  take  when  we  came  to  occupy  seats  upon 
ih'ui  floor,  why  did  they  not  commence  one  year 
ago  ? 

1  nuidu  an  allegation  inrcgard  to  my  colleague, 


and  I  presume  it  is  of  so  serious  a  nature  that, 
though  he  may  consider  me  personally  worthy 
of  no  notice,  the  question  under  consideration  is 
one  which  he  cannot  entirely  aflford  to  disregard. 
He  said  the  other  day  that  my  lamented  father 
had  congratulated  him  upon  his  success  over  the 
ruin  of  broken  pledges,  and  upon  his  having  ob- 
tained a  majority  often  thousand  votes  as  an  in- 
dorsement of  the  breaking  of  that  pledge,  when 
my  father  had  been  in  his  grave  for  fourteen 
months. 

•  I  have  said  this  much  in  defense  of  the  memory 
of  a  man  whose  memory  that  man  should  have 
respected,  and  not  have  had  him  figuring  hero 
upon  this  floor  as  an  indorser  of  that  which  he, 
during  his  whole  life,  long  despised. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  My  colleague  has  not  startled 
me  nor  my  friends  around  me  by  the  announce- 
ment he  has  made.  If  he  has  surprised  us,  it  is 
by  the  length  of  time  it  seems  to  have  taken  him 
to  discover  the  fact  that  in  speaking  of  hisjather 
as  having  lived  to  1851, 1  had  mistaken  one  man 
for  another.  Yet  while  in  my  direct  assertion  I 
was  not  accurate,  my  statement  was  substantially 
true. 

1  am  sorry  to  be  dragged  thus  personally  before 
the  House,  but  the  affection  borne  me  by  my  col- 
league and  one  or  two  of  his  associates  will  oc- 
casionally give  me  prominence.  He  has  opened 
somewhat  of  a  story,  for  even  he  shall  not  by 
innuendo  lead  any  man  to  believe  that"  a  would- 
be  traitor"  is  a  proper  epitaph  for  his  father,  ths 
late  Jesse  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  ought  to 
speak  respectfully  and  aflTectionatel'y  of  that  la- 
mented gentleman,  for  he  was  my  friend  through 
a  long  series  of  eventful  years.  He  was  secre- 
tary of  State  to  Francis  R.  Shunk,  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  elected  to  that  oflfica 
in  the  autumn  of  1844.  Governor  Shunk's  ad- 
ministration did  me  the  honor,  young  as  I  then 
was,  especially  in  my  profession,  for  I  had  been 
in  the  workshop  until  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
to  make  me  assistant  attorney  general,  as  will 
appear  by  the  records  of  the  co«wts  of  Philadel- 
phia and  the  archives  of  the  State. 

The  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  was  mjr 
valued  friend.  During  thatadministration  I  ceased, 
by  resignation,  on  the  incoming  of  Hon.  John  M. 
Read  as  attorney  general,  to  be  assistant  attorney 
general.  I  remained outof office aboutfourmonths, 
when  by  the  solicitation  of  the  administration  I 
resumed  its  duties,  and  at  the  end  of  a  few  months, 
without  intimation  to  me,  that  same  administra- 
tion, Jesse  Miller  being  of  its  councils,  appointed 
me  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

During  all  the  period  to  which  I  refer  and  until 
his  death  there  was  an  intimacy  between  that  gen- 
tleman and  myself,  J  may  almost  say  as  close  and 
as  affectionate  as  between  his  son  and  him.  The 
great  struggle  now  upon  us  is  but  the  result  of 
wfiat  had  been  going  on  within  the  bosom  of  and 
around  that  administration.  The  slavery  ques- 
tion was  then  doing  the  terrible  work  which  was 
to  result  in  this  rebellion.  Governor  Shunk  and 
his  cabinet  and  friends  rallied  around  him  who 
was  then  the  brave  young  spirit  of  our  Keystone 
State,  David  Wilmot.  They  sustained  him  in 
the  matter  of  the  proviso,  while  James  Buchanan 
and  those  who  adhered  to  him,  opposing  the  Stats 
administration,  strove  to  bring  Pennsylvania  to 
the  feet  of  the  slave  power  by  committing  her  in 
public  meetings,  in  State  conventions,  and  through 
the  Legislature,  to  the  extension  of  the  Missouri 
line  to  whatever  might  be  or  become  the  western 
boundary  of  the  country. 

In  all  the  councils  held  upon  that  subject  tho 
gentleman's  father  and  I  were  in  unity,  and  every 
man  surviving  the  administration  of  Francis  R. 
Shunk,  who  was  living  at  the.  last  presidential 
election  voted  for  Abralmra  Lincoln.  They  ore 
allof  the  Republican  party  to-day;  they  are  all  o^ 
the  party,  and  my  colleague  will  admit  the  fact. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  Will  my 
colleague  allow  me  to  set  him  right?  He  is  cer- 
tainly mistaken.  The  chief  clerk  in  the  office  uf 
the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  but 
what  there  mpy  be  some  messengers  or  other  very 
subordinate  officers  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Re- 
publican party. 

iMr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  Who  dri 
the  officers  of  thatadministration  but  iho  secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwculth  and  his  assistants? 


1864. 


THE  OONGEESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1513 


Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Who  of  the 
administration  to  which  the  gentleman  refers  was 
alive  on  the  day  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
elected  ? 

Mr.KELLEY.  Benjamin  Champney;  and  he 
this  day  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.     Is  that  all? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  John  Laporte  was  living  at 
that  time. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  He  did  not 
vote  at  that  election.     He  was  sick  in  his  bed. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  do  not  know  how  that  may 
have  been;  but  I  do  know  that  a  more  earnest 
and  laborious  Republican  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania did  not  contain.  It  may  be  possible  that 
he  was  unable  to  be  carried  to  the  polls  on  that 
election  day.  Will  the  gentleman  deny  that  he 
was  a  leader  of  the  Republicans.' 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  he  did  cooperate  with  the  Re- 
publican party  this  latter  day  of  his  life.  My 
object  is  simply  now  to  state  this  to  the  gentle- 
rnan,  which  he  knows  fully  as  well  as  myself, 
that  with  that  exception,  and  one  other  to  which 
he  has  refen  ed ,  there  is  not  a  vestige  left,  and  was 
not  on  the  day  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  election,  of  Gov- 
ernor Shunk's  administration.  And  when  he  un- 
dertakes to  invoke  the  spirit  of  that  great  man 
as  an  indorsement  of  the  principles  he  is  advo- 
cating here  to-day,  he  is  doing  injustice  to  the 
memory  of  a  man  who  was  a  patriot  and  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  The  gentleman's  earlier  ref- 
erence was  not  to  1860.  The  vile  spawn  of  Rob- 
ert Tyler  that  he  brought  before  the  House  relates 
to  185L  There  were  a  good  many  members  of 
that  administration  alive  then;  and  all  who  were 
alive  were  my  friends  in  that  contest.  My  col- 
league even  will  notdisputethis.  Hon.  John  K. 
Kane,  who  had  first  called  me  to  the  office  of  as- 
sistant attorney  general,  was  especially  my  warm 
friend.  1  say  this  while  he  has  sons,  one  of  them 
being  Brigadier  General  T.  L.Kane,  who  can  con- 
firm or  contradict  it.  Hon.  John  M.  Read  and 
Hon.  John  M.  Purviance,  who  are  also  survivors 
of  Governor  Shunk's  cabinet,  are,  like  their 
former  colleagues,  war  men,  and  voted  for  Mr. 
Lincoln.  Under  the  excitement  of  debate,  remem- 
bering the  whole  mass  of  things;  remembering  the 
long  years  of  intercourse  and  correspondence,  of 
friendly  and  social  intercourse;  remembering  that 
in  all  that  time  no  division  line  had  parted  Mr. 
Miller  and  myself,  I  confounded  him  with  Hon. 
John  Laporte,  and  so  made  the  mistake.  But  I 
affirm  that  did  Jesse  Miller  live  to-day  he  would 
be,  as  every  surviving  memberof  thatadministra- 
tion  is,  for  the  war  and  the  Government.  My 
colleague  proves  the  fact  that  other  hereditary 
qualities  than  gout  skip  a  generation  in  the  line 
of  descent.  His  father  was  a  man  of  intellect  and 
principle,  and  would  have  been  on  the  side  of  his 
country  in  this  season  of  her  trial  had  he  lived. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  ab- 
sent from  the  House  on  yesterday  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  made  the  speech  to 
which  allusion  has  been  made  to-day.  I  know 
not  what  he  said,  nor  what  his  speech  contained; 
but  I  confess,  sir,  I  was  somewhat  surprised  this 
morning,  after  the  organization  of  the  House,  to 
see  the  Speaker  descend  from  his  chair  to  the  floor 
and  offer  a  resolution  to  expel'a  member  of  this 
House  for  words  spoken  in  debate.  I  know  of 
no  parallel  casein  the  history  of  our  Government. 
I  had  imagined  that,  under  our  Constitution,  Rep- 
resentatives upon  this  floor  had  a  right  to  express 
their  opinions  upon  any  public  question  that 
might  be  under  .discussion  here.  It  is  a  right 
which  I  believe  has  not  been  seriously  questioned 
until  now. 

But,  sir,  perhaps  I  ought  not  to  have  been  sur- 
prised, perhaps  I  ought  to  have  been  prepared  for 
this,  since  the  spirit  of  revolution  is  abroad  and 
political  and  social  systems  ar6  stirred  to  their 
foundations.  It  is,  in  such  times,  perhaps  not 
strange  that  members  of  this  House  may  not  be 
permitted  to  express  their  honest  opinions  when 
those  opinions  happen  to  conflict  with  those  of  the 
majority  here;  perhaps  1  ought  not  to  be  surprised 
that  a  motion  should  be  made  immediately  for  the 
expulsion  of  the  member; 

Sir,  I  do  not  commit  myself  to  anything  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  said  in  his  speech  yes- 
terday, for  I  know  not  what  he  did  say  save 
from  what  has  been  developed  in  this  discussion. 


If  he  proclaimed  his  readiness  to  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  the  so-called  southern  confeder- 
acy, in  that  he  expressed  a  sentiment  from  which 
I  dissent,  one  that  I  do  not  now  feel  and  never 
have  felt.  Butif  that  is  his  honest  Sentimentand 
conviction  1  take  it  that  he  had  a  right  to  express 
it  as  a  member  upon  this  floor;  and  when  we 
arrive  at  the  point  when  members  upon  this  floor 
are  not  permitted  thus  to  express  their  opinions 
we  shall  have  reached  a  point  when  the  majority 
of  this  House  will  have  become  tyrants  and  can 
crush  out  all  opposition  in  spite  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  spite  of  law,  and  in  spite  of  the  rules  of 
this  deliberative  body. 

Sir,  I  was  no  advocate  of  the  secession  of  the 
southern  States;  I  am  not  to-day,  nor  am  I  will- 
ing or  ready  to  admit  their  independence;  but  if 
gentlemen  honestly  entertain  different  opinions 
they  have  a  right  to  express  them,  and  if  in  ex- 
pressing them  they  are  in  conflict  with  the  opin- 
ions of  their  constituents,  their  constituents  will 
change  their  representatives  and  remedy  the  in- 
justice done  to  them  by  a  legal  and  constitutional 
method. 

I  believe  that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
f^rom  Indiana  [Mr.  Colfax]  is  based  upon  the 
ground  that  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  gives  aid  and  encouragement  to  the  enemy. 
Well,  sir,  that  may  be  so,  and  yet  an  act  which 
violates  the  privileges  of  a  member  upon  this 
floor  will  also  be  calculated  to  give  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  enemies  of  the  Government,  since  they 
will  see  in  it  that  revolutionary  spirit  whi«h  por- 
tends the  overthrow  of  the  constitutional  liber- 
ties not  only  of  members  of  Congress,  but  of  the 
people  of  the  northern  States.  Suppose  his  re- 
marks are  calculated  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  enemies  of  our  Government,  to  the  rebels  in 
arms  against  it,  are  we  for  that  reason  by  a  reso- 
lution to  exclude  him  from  this  House  in  con- 
tempt of  its  rules,  in  contempt  of  his  constitu- 
tional rights  and  the  constitutional  rights  of  his 
constituents?  By  so  doing  we  bring  into  con- 
tempt to  that  extent  the  Constitution,  the  rules  of 
the  House,  and  the  law  by  which  he  holds  aseat 
upon  this  floor.  We  surrender  up  these  consti- 
tutional guarantees  and  place  ourselves  at  the 
mercy  ofa  remorseless  majority,  who  would  over- 
ride the  rules  of  the  House,override  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  wreak  their  vengeance  on  members  of 
the  Opposition  on  this  floor. 

They  say  that  the  declarations  of  thegentleman 
from  Ohio  are  in  violation  of  his  obligations  under 
the  oath  which  he  has  taken  when  he  took  his 
seat  on  this  floor,  and  that  in  that  way  he  gives 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the  country. 
If  a  discussion  of  constitutional  obligations  is  cal- 
culated to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies  of 
the  country,  there  are  others  in  high  places  who, 
during  this  Administration,  have  been  giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy — others,  too,  who  had 
bound  themselves  by  solemn  oaths  to  observe  the 
Constitution  and  preserve  the  rights  of  the  States. 
When  the  President  of  the  United  States  took  the 
oath  of  office,  he  took  upon  himself  the  obligation 
to  administer  the  law  and  to  execute  it  in  the  spirit 
and  according  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution. 
Let  us  see  whether  he  has  not,  not  only  in  one 
instance  by  a  public  expression,  but  by  an  official 
act,  violated  not  merely  the  letter  but  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution,  and  thus  given  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  enemy. 

When  the  President  of  the  United  States  took 
that  oath  of  office  he  pledged  himself  to  the  coun- 
try that  all  the  rights  which  pertain  to  the  United 
States  should  be  respected  by  him.  He  bound 
himself  under  the  solemn  obligations  of  an  oath 
thus  to  execute  his  official  trust.  But  under  the 
plea  of  public  necessity  he  has,  once  and  again, 
violated  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion; yet  the  gentlemen  who  are  so  tender  on  this 
subject  have  not  submitted  resolutions  of  censure 
against  him.  He  violated  a  provision  of  the 
Constitution  by  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus.  He  violated  the  Constitution  by  sus- 
pending that  writ  in  the  States  that  were  not  in 
msurrection  or  invasion,  and  where  the  public 
necessity  did  not  demand  its  suspension.  He 
violated  his  oath  when  he  declared  all  the  States 
of  the  Union  under  martial  law,  putting  them  in 
a  position  where  he  placed  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  courts  when  applied  to  by  a  victim  of  malice 
to  issue  their  writ  and  inquire  into  the  cause  of 
his  commitment.     In  doing  this  he  gave  aid  and 


comfort  to  the  rebellion.  He  violated  it  when  he 
took  away  from  the  citizens  another  constitu- 
tional right,  which  declares  that  no  person  shall 
be  punished  except  upon  presentment  and  in- 
dictment by  a  grand  jury,  and  upon  trial  in  open 
court  before  a  jury  of  the  country.  And  thua 
he  gave  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the 
Republic. 

Is  it  said  that  these  acts  were  all  necessary? 
How  necessary?  When  was  it  that  your  juries 
in  New  England  and  in  the  northern  States  were 
either  incompetent  or  unwillijig  to  discharge  the 
functions  of  their  office?  When  was  it,  in  New 
England  or  in  the  northern  States,  that  the  course 
of  justice  was  impeded  either  by  insurrection  or 
invasion?  Not  certainly  during  the  history  of 
this  rebellion.  If,  then,  the  courts  were  open,  if 
the  judges  were  willing  and  able  to  administer 
justice,  was  there  any  necessity  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States  thus  attempting  to  r-ender 
the  military  power  independent  of  and  superior 
to  the  civil  power?  In  doing  this  did  he  not  give 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  showing  them  that 
he,  in  the  highest  seat  of  power,  was  disregard- 
ing his  constitutional  rights  as  a  citizen  in  thus 
declaring  martial  law  and  closing  the  courts  to 
those  who  were  charged  with  crime? 

The  President  has  thus,  in  my  judgment,  vio- 
lated his  constitutional  obligations,  and  yet  gen- 
tlemen are  as  silent  as  the  grave  on  these  acts  of 
usurpation  on  his  part.  It  is  not  until  a  hum-; 
ble  member  of  the  House,  in  the  exercise  of  what, 
has  been  conceded  to  be  his  right  as  a  member 
on  this  floor,  addresses  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  public  questions  that  the  fears  and 
jealousies  of  that  side  of  the  House  are  so  sud- 
denly aroused.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
not  only  struck  down  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
leaving  the  victims  of  jealousy  or  hate  to  be  im- 
prisoned for  months  and  years,  but  he  took  away 
the  old  right  of  trial  by  jury.  He  took  away  the 
presentment  and  the  indictment  and  the  safe- 
guards Which  the  courts  of  the  country  throw 
around  those  charged  with  crime.  For  the  war- 
rant of  a  magistrate  he  substituted  the  mandate 
ofa  provost  marshal;  for  presentment  or  indict- 
ment by  a  grand  jury  he  substituted  the  specifi- 
cations of  a  judge  advocate;  for  the  jury  of  his 
country  he  gave  the  accused  a  military  court;  and 
for  a  speedy  public  trial  in  the  State  or  district 
where  the  offense  was  charged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted he  substituted  along  imprisonment,  with- 
out the  accused  being  informed  of  the  charge  on 
which  he  was  arrested  or  the  ca"use  of  his  im- 
prisonment. 

Gentlemen  talk  about  the  free  expression  of 
opinion.  They  tell  us  the  utterances  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  were  treasonable,  according  to 
their  opinion,  and  their  indignation  has  been 
aroused  to  such  an  extent  that  they  cannot  wait 
to  have  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings 
read  to  the  House.  Immediately  we  met,  the 
Speaker  comes  dov/n  from  his  position  as  Presid- 
ing Officer,  comes  down  upon  this  floor  and  here 
offers  a  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  for  words  used  in  debate.  I 
remarked  that  there  was  a  spirit  of  revolution 
abroad.  It  has  manifested  itself  most  unmistak- 
ably here  to-day.  These  gentlemen  would  ex- 
clude a  member  of  this  House  from  his  seat  upon 
this  floor  for  the  expression  of  his  sentiments. 
When  this  proscription  has  once  commenced  who 
can  tell  where  the  ax  will  next  fall?  I  do  not 
know  but  the  ax  may  fall  upon  me,  devoted  as 
I  have  always  been  to  this  Government  and  anx- 
ious for  its  success.  While  I  hate  the  rebellion, 
sir,  I  also  love  the  Constitution.  I  love  it  because 
it  covers  the  citizen,  high  or  low,  with  its  pano- 
ply of  strength  and  security,  against  any  infringe- 
ment of  his  rights.  It  is  because  I  love  it  on  that 
ground  that  f  declare  my  intention  to  set  my 
face  against  those  whose  acts  look  toward  rev- 
olution, come  they  in  whatever  shape  they  may. 
I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  reference  to  the  right  of 
this  House,  that  wc  have  no  right  to  expel  a 
member  for  the  expression  of  his  opinions  in  this 
House  on  public  questions.  To  concede  that  wo 
have  any  such  power  would"  enable  any  Adniin- 
istralioti  when  they  had  the  majority  to  expel  the 
members  of  either  branch  of  Congress  who  hap- 
pen to  differ  from  it  in  political  sentiment.  Now, 
without  indorsing  the  views  cx[u-essed  by  the  gen-' 
llcnian  from  Ohio — indeed  I  do  not  know  what 
they  are,  for  I  was  not  present  when  he  made  hia 
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speech,  nnd  I  have  not  even  seen  the  meager  re- 

Eort  which  I  have  been  told  by  gentlemen  mny 
e  found  in  tlie  morning  papers — without,  there- 
fore, indorsing  tlie  views  of  the  gciiileman  from 
Ohio,  I  enter  my  solemn  protest  against  tlie  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution  for  his  expulsion  now  pend- 
ing before  the  House. 

Mr.GARFlELD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  detain 
the  House  biua  few  moments;  I  would  not  speak 
at  this  time  but  tiiat  I  promised  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Cox]  that  when  he  concluded  I  would  answer 
the  categorical  questions  he  put  to  me.  I  will  take 
but  a  moment  to  respond  to  those  questions,  and 
then  direct  my  remarks  to  the  resolution  itself. 

Mr.  GRIDER.  1  would  remind  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  that  his  colleague  does  not  appear  .to 
be  in  his  scat. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.    My  colleague  is  here. 

Mr.  COX.     Here  I  am. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  part 
of  the  tactics  employed  this  morning  to  turn  the 
mind  of  the  House  aside  from  the  issue  in  debate. 
A  resolution  has  been  introduced  here, in  solemn 
form  of  law,  to  expel  a  member  from  his  seat 
upon  this  floor,  and  the  first  elTort  in  opposition 
lias  been  to  rake  u[)  the  history  of  men  not  here 
and  men  not  belonging  to  this  House  to  find  what 
they  have  said  or  written  on  certain  occasions. 
Gentlemen  have  been  called  up  and  catechised  as 
to  their  opinions  of  these  sentiments.  We  have 
been  curried  away  into  the  individual  quarrels  of 
Pennsylvania  and  of  other  States.  We  have  been 
drawn  into  a  general  running  debate  on  the  opin- 
ions of  men  here,  there,  and  everywhere  through- 
out this  country.  I  desire  to  call  the  House 
back  to  the  proposition  before  it,  and  I  tell  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  that  they  must  meet 
the  issue.  We  intend  to  compel  an  expression 
of  opinion  in  the  solemn  form  of  a  vote  on  the 
proposition  whether  gentlemen  are  in  favor  of 
sustaining  the  Representative  from  the  second  dis- 
trict of  piiio  who  expressed  the  sentiments  yes- 
terday which  called  forth  this  resolution,  and  will 
vote  that  he  shall  retain  his  place  in  this  House. 
We  will  let  their  votes  rather  than  their  opinions 
answer.  But  I  have  promised  to  answer  three 
questions,  and  I  will  do  so  before  I  proceed  to  the 
argument.  My  colleague  first  quoted  from  the 
speech  of  Senator  Wade,  and  i  was  asked  if  I 
agreed  to  its  sentiments.  His  ne.xt  quotations 
were  from  Mr.  Greeley,  and  I  was  asked  the  same 
question.  His  third  was  from  the  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  question 
was  repeated.  My  colleague  said  that  those 
three  genilemen  advocated  the  rightof  revolution, 
*'  which,"  says  he  "  I  hold  to  be  the  same  as  the 
riglit  of  secession,  and  I  in  tolo  deny  both  the 
right  of  secession  and  the  right  of  revolution." 

Mr.  COX.  I  never  denied  the  right  of  revolu- 
tion generally.  I  denied  the  right  of  revolution 
in  this  country  under  our  peculiar  form  of  Gov- 
ernment, where  our  Constitution  can  be  am(mded. 
1  denied  the  doctrine  referred  to  in  the  President's 
message. 

I  hold  that  no  revolution  is  justifiable  except 
for  grave  grievances,  and  which  tlicsemen  South 
have  never  had;  and  unless,  in  the  second  place, 
there  is  a  reasonable  probability  of  a  successful 
termination  of  their  insurrection.  And  in  that 
view  I  stand  against,  the  right  of  revolution  as 
practiced  by  these  men  South,  just  as  I  stood 
against  the  right  of  revolution  practiced  by  the 
abolitionists  on  the  Western  Reserve,  when  they 
sought  to  override  the  authority  of  the  United 
Stales  there. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  The  gentleman  may  put  on 
all  the  qualifications  he  desires.  I  will  not  hold 
him  to  the  .strict  and  unlimited  utterances  which 
he  made  here,  if  he  disavows  them.  Rut  I  am  a 
little  amused  at  his  attempt  to  draw  the  line  be- 
tween a  general  right  of  revolution  and  a  particu- 
lar right  of  revolution.  lie  admits  that  generally 
|).eoples  have  the  right  of  revolution,  but  he  says 
that  in  this  country  they  have  no  .luch  right.  I 
liad  supposed  that  the  people  of  this  country  had 
the  same  rights  that  belong  to  human  naiui'c  gen- 
erally. It  was  W(;ll  expressed  by  Jeirer.-ion  in 
the  Declaration  of  IndepiMidence.  lie  bases  the 
American  Revolution  on  that  right,  and  claims  it 
03  the  inherent  right  of  people  everywhere. 

I  think  that  single  statement  clear.-j  up  all  the 
questions  of  the  gentleman  in  reference  to  the  three 
persons  I  have  named.  As  American  sialcsmcn 
they  clearly  admit,  and  have  alwny.i  admitted,  the 


right  of  revolution.  And  I  say  to-day  that  if  the 
State  of  Ohio  can  successfully  rebel  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  throw  off 
her  allegiance ^to  it,  and  maintain  herself  in  that 
declaration,  she  becomes  an  independent  nation. 

This  is  the  right  of  revolution;  but  the  right  of 
secession  is  as  wide  from  that  as  light  from  dark- 
ness. Secession  is  proposed  to  be  a  constitutional 
right  growing  out  of  State  rights;  it  is  proposed 
that  States  are  sovereign,  and  that  in  their  sover- 
eign capacity  they  entered  into  a  compact  which, 
having  no  common  superior  to  sit  as  umpire, 
each  State  can  break  at  will;  hence  nullification, 
secession,  utter  annihilation  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment follows  as  a  necessary  result.  Between 
that  and  the  right  of  revolution  the  difference  is 
so  great  that  no  man  with  half  a  brain  can  fail  to 
see  and  appreciate  it. 

But  now  I  turn  to  the  resolution  before  the 
House.  It  is  the  expulsion  of  a  member  from 
his  seat  here  for  words  spoken  in  debate.  And 
I  grant  you  at  the  first  view  of  the  case  the  right 
of  free  speech  would  seem  to  be  decisive  in  his 
favor,  and  against  the  resolution.  The  right  to 
say  in  debate  what  is  in  his  heart  would,  without 
any  counterbalancing  reason,  be  supreme,  and 
sufficient  to  acquit  him,  and  to  reject  this  resolu- 
tion. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  of  right  and  of 
duty  in  human  affairs  is  a  relative  one.  What 
might  h.ave  been  said  with  propriety  and  with 
loyalty  three  years  ago  cannot  be  said  with  pro- 
priety and  loyalty  to-day.  Truth,  as  a  gentle- 
man near  me  says,  is  eternal;  but  I  answer  him 
that  man  is  finite,  the  conditions  of  humanity  are 
finite  and  changeful  as  the  varied  circumstances 
and  events  of  life.  If  I  owned  a  house  and  should 
make  a  rule  that  no  man  with  nails  in  the  heels  of 
his  boots  should  enter  it  I  would  seem  to  be  un- 
reasonable, and  if  other  parties  had  some  right  to 
enter  the  house  I  would  be  a  tyrant  and  usurper 
in  keeping  them  out  by  such  a  rule;  but  wlien  1 
convert  my  house  into  a  powder  magazine  then 
the  necessity  for  thesafety  of  myselfand  my  prop- 
erty makes  it  not  only  proper  but  my  right  and 
duty  to  make  and  enforce  such  a  rule. 

Who  does  not  admit  that  the  existence  of  war 
in  this  country  has  greatly  limited  and  restricted 
individiKil  rights.''  Five  years  ago  1  might  have 
traveled  at  will  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the 
other.  Will  it  be  called  tyranny  now  because  I 
must  apply  to  some  provost  marshal  for  permis- 
sion to  cross  some  river  or  to  enter  some  village' 
in  the  territory  of  the  United  States.'  These  rules 
are  the  inevitable  necessities  of  war.  These  are 
proper  and  just  beyond  question. 

Wlieli  this  struggle  was  opening,  men  might 
well  tloubt,  as  they  did,  what  line  of  policy  we 
should  adopt  and  follow,  and  express  those  doubts, 
but  when  at  last  the  nation  had  settled  its  policy, 
decided  upon  war,  and  entered  the  field  in  pur- 
suance of  its  plan,  all  the  moralities  and  legalities 
of  free  speech  were  strikingly  modified  by  that 
decision. 

I  may  justly  vote  against  a  declaration  of  war, 
though  all  my  compeers  oppose  me.  But  when 
war  is  once  declared,  the  enemies  of  my  coimtry 
are  my  enemies,  intercourse  with  them  is  illegal, 
to  aid  an'l  abet  them  is  treason,  even  though  I 
was  o|)poscd  to  the  war  and  its  cause.  This  is 
the  law  of  nati(nis  and  the  law  of  war. 

This  nntion  has  been  solemnly  declared  in  a 
state  of  war,  a  class  of  citizens  have  been  declared 
its  enemies,  and  for  three  years  we  have  proceeded 
upon  that  declaration.  We  have  legislated  and 
fouglit  on  that  condition,  and  the  utterance  of  yes- 
terday is  a  very  different  thing  from  what  the  same 
sentiment  would  have  been  three  years  ago.  This 
House  has  committed  itself  in  many  ways,  by 
votes  almost  unanimous,  to  the  work  of  putting 
down  the  rebellion.  We  ai-e  not  only  a  nation 
with  an  Army  in  the  field,  but  a  nation  fighting. 
Every  citizen,  in  whatever  capacity  ho  may  at 
present  bo  serving,  is  in  some  sense  a  soldier. 

Suppose  we  were  in  fact  soldiers  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  enemy;  suppose  his  lines  of  bayiniets 
and  his  hostile  banners  were  in  sight;  and  sup- 
pose in  the  very  moment  when  our  plans  of  battle 
were  matured,  and  the  movement  about  to  begin, 
some  one  of  our  number  should  inform  the  enemy 
that  there  \Vas  division  in  our  camp,  and  we  could 
not  conquer;  suppose  that  one  should  himself 
throw  down  his  tirms,  refuse  to  fight,  and  ex- 
hort his  fellow-soldier.'!  to  follow  his  example. 


By  the  laws  of  war,  as  old  asSesostris,  that  man 
would  be  shot  without  trial. 

Now,  sir,  although  we  are  not  in  the  field  as 
enlisted  soldiers,  yet  we  are  as  a  nation,  and  es- 
pecially as  the  Congress  of  the  nation,  in  the  field 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  Thecampaign 
is  about  opening;  and  we  are  only  waiting  for  the 
next  flash  across  the  wires  to  tell  us  where  the 
signal  of  battle  will  sound.  The  very  silence  of 
the  telegrams  this  morning  indicates  that  the  work 
may  have  begun  to-day.  And  now,  at  such  a 
moment,  there  rises  in  ourcampaman  who,  hav- 
ing recorded  his  oath  that  he  has  never  given  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  rebellion — which  oath,  though 
retrospective  in  terms,  yet  in  itsspiritand  meaning 
is  prospective — that  man  rises  in  his  place  and 
throws  up  the  white  flag  in  token  of  surrender; 
that  man  rises  in  his  place  and  refuses  to  fight,  and 
exhorts  others  to  follow  his  example;  that  man 
rises  in  his  place  and  declares  against  the  possi- 
bility or  the  policy  or  the  justice  of  prosecuting 
the  warto  a  successful  termination.  Weareactu- 
ally  in  the  field;  the  justice  of  law  and  judgment 
of  mankind  would  order  him  shot.  Dare  we  do 
less  than  to  expel  him  from  this  place.' 

He  has  said  no  less  than  Jefferson  Davis  would 
say  were  he  here  to-day;  there  is  nothing  that 
should  be  added  to  his  speech  to  make  Davis's 
opinion  perfect  and  complete  in  its  expression, 
except  that  Davis  fears  that  the  rebellion  will  fail; 
my  colleague  does  not.  If  I  would  vote  to  retain 
him  in  his  scat,  I  would  vote  to  admit  Davis  to  a 
seat  beside  him.  If  there  be  anything  in  the 
whole  scope  of  human  action  that  can  aid,  abet, 
and  give  comfort  and  encouragement  to  the  enemy, 
the  speech  of  my  colleague  is  that  thing. 

What  hope  have  the  rebels.'  They  know  that 
our  armies  are  superior  to  theirs;  they  know  that 
we  have  gained  steadily  upon  them;  they  know 
that  v/e  have  pushed  them  beyond  the  great 
mountain  wall;  they  know  that  we  have  crowded 
them  back  from  the  great  river, and  cut  their  ter- 
ritory in  twain;  they  know  that  our  Navy  en- 
circles and  blockades  their  coast;  they  know  that 
the  campaign  now  opening  must  be  decisive  un- 
less— unless  what?  Unless  their  one  last  hope 
shall  be  realized,  that  there  will  be  division  in 
our  councils,  and  that  enemies  will  arise  along 
our  lines  to  break  our  strength  and  force  us  to 
give  up  the  contest.  Their  emissaries  are  at 
work  through  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle. 
The  riots  in  New  York  were  led  by  rebel  emis- 
saries from  the  South,  assisted  by  the  rebel  sym- 
pathizers who  live  among  us.  They  arc  at  work 
in  Illinois,  where  they  collected  and  secreted  arms 
with  which  to  shoot  down  soldiers  in  the  streets; 
they  are  at  work  in  Indiana,  where  their  toot- 
steps  are  marked  with  the  Llood  of  citizens;  they 
are  at  work  in  my  own  Stale,  both  in  convention 
and  in  bloody  riots. 

Mr.  EDEN.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
yield  to  me  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.     I  cannot  yield  now. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  rise  to  a  personal  ex|)lana- 
tion. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.     I  cannot  yield  now. 

Mr.  EDEN.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  tliegcn- 
tleman's  statement  in  regard  to  Illinois  is  not  true. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  These  are  means,  Mr. 
Speaker,  which  they  are  now  using  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  rebels  in  arms.  Beyond  doubt  ihero 
is  a  correspondence  and  understanding  between 
rebel  officers  in  the  field  and  leading  rebel  [)oli- 
ticians  in  the  North;  ihey  understand  each  other'.s 
movements,  and  assist  each  other  by  giving  and 
receiving  information. 

If  wc  arc  resolved  to  put  down  the  rebellion 
we  must  strike  it  where  its  vitality  and  power  of 
resistance  reside.  And  first  of  all  we  must  strike 
it  in  this  Chamber  where  yesterday,  for  the  first 
time  since  the  scats  of  the  southcrnpiembers  wero 
vacated,  open  and  avowed  treason  was  uttered, 
not  in  the  heat  of  debate,  but  wriitiMi,  conned 
over,  committed  to  memory,  and  pronounced 
calmly  and  deliberately. 

1  refuse  to  be  led  aside  by  the  inquiry  whether 
he  cxpres.scd  the  viiws  of  the  Democratic  party 
or  not.  I  challenge  gentlemen  to  meet  the  ques- 
tion on  its  own  merits,  jiot  for  the  Diinocralic 
party,  but  for  the  country,  and  against  the  guilty 
man  himself.  It  is  he  whom  we  arraign  in  this 
resolution.  It  is  a  solemn  proposition,  and  no 
cvasiim  or  side  issues  will  avail. 

Wc  ask  gentlemen  to  meet  the  issue.     If  they 
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indorse  the  doctrine  promulgated  by  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Long,]  if  they  believe  that  its  utterance  here 
is  not  "aiding  and  abetting"  the  enemies  of  the 
country,  let  them  vote  against  expulsion.  I  re- 
gret that  some  patriotic  gentleman  on  that  side  of 
the  Chamber  did  not  move  the  resolution.  I  regret 
that  they  did  not  themselves  feel  it  their  duty  to 
remove  this  foul  blot  from  their  party  escutcheon. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  say  that 
this  contest  has  risen  above  parties  and  above 
men.  It  is  a  conflict  in  which  are  involved  the 
destiny  of  the  presentand  the  hopesof  future  gen- 
erations. We  fight  not  for  to-day  alone,  but  for 
the  grand  future  of  thisgreat  naliqn.  The  battle- 
field is  spread  out  before  us;  the  armies  are  upon 
it;  but  there  are  armies  besides  those  that  carry 
bayonets.  On  one  side  are  gathered  the  invisible 
legions  of  evil,  while  on  the  other  are  the  benign 
angels  that  watch  over  the  better  destiny  of  man. 
We  can  almost  hear  a  voice  from  lieaven  sum- 
moning these  powers  to  the  conflict,  saying  to  the 
one: 

"  Gather  you,  gather  you,  hounds  of  liell, 

Famine,  and  plague,  and  war; 
Shivery,  tyranny,  cant,  and  misrule, 

Gather,  and  fall  in  the  snare  ! 
Hireling  sand  niamrnonites,  pedants  and  knaves. 
Crawl  to  the  battle-field,  sneak  to  your  graves, 

In  the  day  ol'the  Lord  at  hand." 

And  to  the  other: 
"  G.ather  you,  gather  you,  angels  of  God^ 
Freedom,  and  mercy,  and  truth 
Come,  for  the  earth  has  grown  coward  and  old; 

Cojne  down  and  renew  us  her  youth. 
Wisdom,  self-sacrifice,  daring,  and  love. 
Haste  to  the  battle-field,  stoop  from  above, 
To  the  day  of  the  Lord  at  hand." 

Let  US  see  to  it  that  we  are  worthy  of  that "  day 
of  the  Lord."  ' 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland .  I  came  late  into 
the  House,  and  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
listening  to  the  greater  portion  of  the  debate  on 
this  resolution.  But,  sir,  I  listened  yesterday  to 
the  language  which  fell  from  my  friend  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Long,]  and  I  indorsed  every  sentiment  that 
he  uttered.  And  I  deem  itmy  duty,  though  others 
may  quake,  though  others  may  shrink  from  his 
side,  to  indorse  here  every  sentiment  that  he 
uttered. 

Mr.  M  ALLORY.  Will  my  friend  from  Mary- 
land yield  to  me  for  a  moment  to  enable  me  to 
incjuire  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  whether 
it  is  his  purpose  to  press  avote  upon  this  resolu- 
tion to-day? 

Mr.  COLFAX.  It  is  not.  It  is  my  wish  to* 
allow  reasonable  time  for  debate  and  time  for  con- 
sideration. If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me  I  will 
say  that  I  offered  that  resolution,  not  as  a  matter 
of  pleasure,  but  as  a  matter  of  duty.  I  desire 
every  gentleman  to  calmly  consider  the  whole 
question  before  he  comes  to  a  vote  upon  it,  and  I 
shall  not,  therefore,  call  the  previous  question 
upon  it  to-day. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  My  object  in  making  the 
inquiry  was  this:  I  am  very  unwell  to-day,  hardly 
able  to  bo  in  my  scat.  I  desire  to  be  heard  upon 
this  resolution  before  the  vote  is  taken  upon  it. 
I  wished,  therefore,  to  know  whether  it  was  pro- 
posed to  press  the  resolution  to  a  vote  to-day. 

Mr.  COLPAX.     That  is  not  my  purpose. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  allow  me,  I  wish  to  say  that  as  this  is 
a  question  which  requires  consideration,  and  as 
I  presume  many  gentlemen  desire  to  speak  upon 
it,  1  hope  it  will  be  as  soon  as  possible  postponed 
until  some  day  next  week,  and  that  we  shall  have 
u  chance  to  proceed  with  the  regular  order  of 
business  for  to-day. 

Several  Members  expressed  dissent. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  We  cannot 
have  a  vote  to-day. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  shall  not  detain  the  House  very  long.  But,  sir, 
I  coiild  not  sit  here  and  see  an  attempt  made  to  ty- 
rannizoovcrone  who  entertains  sentiments  which 
I  did  not  know  he  entertained  urtlil  yesterday,  but 
Bcntimntits  which  I  have  long  entertained,  and  en- 
tertaining I  intend  to  stand  by  his  side  for  weal 
or  for  woe. 

Sir,  when  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Garfield]  replied  to  his  colleague  from  Ohio 
who  first  .spoke  [Mr.  Long]  he  said  that  he  had 
the  courag<!  of  a  lion,  that  he  had  the  courage  to 
face  the  cannon  and  the  rifle.  It  was  a  comf)li- 
ment  to  my  friend,  but  no  compliment  to  this 
House,  the  intolerance  of  which  has  mudc  it  a 


necessity  for  my  friend  in  speaking  his  honest 
sentiments  in  debate  to  have  the  courage  to  face 
these  implements  of  war. 

Another  thing  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Garfield]  avowed  led  me  to  suppose  that 
he  would  not  be  found  in  support  of  such  a  reso- 
lution as  this  was,  that  he  believed  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Long]  sincerely  and  honestly  entertained 
these  sentiments. 

Now,  I  would  like  to  know  what  the  reason  is, 
when  a  man  gets  up  here  and  avows  his  senti- 
ments upon  a  question  of  public  policy,  upon  a 
measure  which  would,  in  his  mode  of  thinking, 
lead  to  a  termination  of  this  disastrous  war,  one 
of  the  only  modes  by  which  it  can  terminate,  and 
does  it  in  sincerity,  that  he  is  to  be  denounced  as 
having  spoken  treason,  that  he  designed  treason, 
and  at  the  same  time  avow  the  belief  that  he  was 
sincere  and  honest  in  his  statement?  Sir,  I  am 
willing^togo  with  my  friend  anywhere  you  choose 
to  send  him  upon  such  an  issue.  If  there  is  any 
honesty  in  any  party  in  this  country  they  will 
defend  us,  they  will  protect  us,  they  will  rise  like 
a  hurricane  and  sweep  away  the  vermin  race  of 
politicians  that  are  preying  upon  the  very  vitals 
of  American  liberty. 

But,  speaking  upon  the  issues  before  the  coun- 
try. What  is  the  issue?  Is  not  peace  an  issue? 
Cannota  man  protest againstcarryingon  orfavor- 
ing  a  war  to  the  extermination  of  a  whole  race  of 
people?  Cannota  man  get  up  and  say,  we  do  not 
admire  your  tactics;  we  would  rather  have  peace 
than  such  a  war;  we  think  it  is  better  peace 
should  come;  it  will  save  the  lives  of  our  people 
on  both  sides;  it  will  save  the  money  of  the  men 
who  are  now  oppressed  with  heavy  burdens  of 
taxation  to  carry  on  this  war?  Cannot  a  man  say 
it  is  better  to  have  peace  than  war,  and  especially 
when  he  brings  authority  to  show  that  the  posi- 
tion he  takes  is  sustained  by  the  ablest  men,  by 
men  who  advocated  your  own  principles,  by  men, 
sir,  who  governed  this  country?  When  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  brings  here  the  opinions  of  such 
men  to  back  him  up,  you  say  that  he  must  discard 
all  such  opinions.  Why,  not  one  of  you,  yes, 
sir,  not  one  of  you  can  be  called  a  fifth-rate  man 
compared  with  those  from  whom  the  honorable 
gentleman  quoted  yesterday.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GARFIELD  rose. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  No,  sir,  I  Can- 
not yield  to  the  gentleman  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  came  here  at  this  session 
of  Congress  I  was  solitary  and  alone.  I  could  not 
say  for  sonte  time  whether  anybody  sympathized 
with  me;  I  felt  myself  solitary  and  alone.  Those 
who  were  here  around  me  were  war  Democrats. 
They  never  invited  me  to  their  caucus.  Those  I 
knew  would  never  letme  go  into  their  caucus,  and 
I  never  intended  to  apply.  I  would  starve  among 
them.  I  am  a  peace  man,  a  radical  peace  man; 
and  I  am  for  peace  by  the  recognition  of  the  South, 
for  the  recognition  of  the  southern  confederacy; 
and  I  am  for  acquiescence  in  the  doctrine  of  se- 
cession. [Sensation  and  laughter.]  Laugh  as 
you  may,  you  have  got  to  come  to  it.  I  thought 
I  was  alone.  I  began  to  take  the  advice  of  Cato 
to  his  son, 

"  When  vice  prevails  and  impious  men  bear  sway, 
The  post  of  honor  is  a  private  station." 

I  felt  like  giving  up  my  seat  and  leaving  this 
place.  I  stood  here  soHtary  and  alone  on  this 
floor;  but  now,  thank  God!  there  is  another  soul 
saved.  [Laughter.]  I  feel  that  we  can  baptize 
my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,]  and 
I  am  glad  to  liaVe  such  able  aid.  Tshall  not  go 
home  now.  When  Cato  gave  that  advice  he  had 
fought  his  last  battle,  and  had  yielded  to  the  for- 
tunes and  ambition  of  Julius  Cffisar,  great  as  he 
was.  He  was  about  to  take  a  victory  over  him- 
self by  a  Roman's  death,  because  he  saw  his  cause 
was  hopeless.  Not  so  our^.  I  feel  yet  there  is 
a  hope  in  this  House.  I  feel  through  the  rust- 
ling of  the  winds  there  is  a  tornado  coming  that 
will  sweep  away  the  jiresent  majority  from  power 
and  give  it  into  the  hands  of  men  who  will  settle  ' 
the  affairs  of  this  country;  men  who  have  some- 
thing like  humanity;  men  who  have  regard  for 
the  principles  of  our  forefather.s.  Ay,  I  recollect 
how  my  blood  curdled  when  1  heard  tin;  discus- 
sion on  the  confiscation  bill.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfikld]  snid,  let  them  be  ex- 
nnlrialcd  like  the  Tories  of  the  Revolution,  The 
Tories  of  the  Revolution  had  the  mother  country 
to  run  to,  and  were  protected  there.     But  where 


would  the  gentleman  send  those  whom  he  would 
expatriate  from  the  South,  as  gallant  and  noble  a 
race  as  ever  walked  upon  the  earth;  noble  in 
everything  that  constitutes  men  of  honor  and  men 
of  principle — gentlemen?  Sir,  you  would  expa- 
triate those  people,  their  wives  and  children,  and 
send  them  among  strangers  to  starve.  Another 
memberfrom  Ohio,  [Mr.  Spalding,]  was  not  only 
for  confiscating  their  property  in  fee;  he,  sir,  went 
through  the  catalogue.  He  was  for  confiscation, 
he  was  for  expatriation,  and  he  was  for  exterm- 
ination. [Laughter.]  He  emphasized  every  .syl- 
lable of  that  word;  and  when  he  did  so, 1  looked 
at  his  countenance,  and  I  felt  as  if  I  were  in  a  den 
of  hyenas. 

1  am  not  here  for  war,  and  will  not  be  here  for 
war,  so  long  as  I  have  a  heart  humane  and  Chris- 
tian, when  war  is  carried  on  upon  such  princi- 
ples. No,  sir,  war  never  did  and  never  will  bring 
your  Union  together  in  such  manner  as  to  be 
worth  one  cent.  1  am  for  peace,  and  1  am  for 
Union,  too,  I  am  as  good  a  Union  man  as  any  of 
you.  [Laughter.]  I  am  a  better  Union  man  than 
any  of  you.  [Great  laughter.]  I  am  a  Union 
man,  and  have  thrown  up  my  head — no,  I  have 
not  lost  that  yet — I  have  thrown  up  my  hat  for 
the  cause  of  the  Union,  and  cheered  at  its  suc- 
cess. I  felt  as  anxious  for  its  success  as  any 
man  upon  this  floor.  I  look  upon  war  as  dis- 
union. 1  look  upon  continued  war  as  actually 
keeping  off" the  Union  to  a  still  later  period,  and 
I  scarcely  believe  that  peace  would  accomplish  a 
Union.  And  surely,  if  anything  will,  it  is  that 
sweet  angel  of  peace.  She  may  unite  the  cords 
which  have  been  severed  by  the  hand  of  war,  and 
may  tie  them  more  tightly  together  than  ever 
before;  but  if  we  are  to  have  dissolution,  in  the 
name  of  God  let  us  have  it.  Let  us  have  it,  and 
instead  of  having  one  great  consolidated  Govern- 
ment, one  imperious  Government,  one  splendid 
Government,  let  us  at  least  have  on  this  continent 
two  happy  Governments.  But,  as  I  said  before, 
I  look  to  peace  as  the  harbinger  of  the  Union,  if 
there  is  any  harbinger  for  it. 

But,  sir,  I  am  a  slaveholder.  That  is  to  say, 
I  was  until  Ben.  Butler  stole  my  slaves  all  away. 
[Laughter.]  As  an  old  Democrat,  I  used  to  ad- 
mire him  very  much;  but  of  course  I  have  not 
much  admiration  for  him  now.  His  course  only 
shows  what  he  always  was.  I  am  a  slaveholder, 
and  I  have  sat  here  patiently  hearing  you  insult 
me  every  day  with  your  assertions  that  slavery 
was  a  sin  and  the  sum  of  all  villainies;  for  I  do 
not  considerthata  man  can  participate  in  the  sum 
of  all  villainies  without  being  himself  a  villain. 
I  have  borne  all  these  things,  and  I  have  looked 
upon  you  as  frantic  upon  the  subject.  I  have 
really  compassionated  you.  [Laughter.]  Now, 
sir,  if  slavery  is  a  sin,  I  am  willing  to  bear  the  re- 
proach. But  as  you  refer  me  to  God  Almighty 
for  my  title,  I  can  show  you  that  it  is  sanctioned 
by  His  word.  You  declare  this  institution  to  be  a 
crime;  you  declare  it  to  be  the  sum  of  all  vil- 
lainies; but  I  tell  you  that  whoever  says  my  father 
was  a  villain  because  he  held  slaves — and  he  had 
slaves  and  died  a  Christian;  whoever  says  tliat 
my  constituents  whom  1  represent  are  villains 
because  they  hold  slaves — I  know  them  to  be 
honest  and  upright  men,  doing  their  duty  as 
Christians  as  much  so  as  anybody;  whoever  says 
these  things  is  a  liar.  I  will  let  no  man  write 
such  an  epitaph  upon  the  tomb  of  my  father.  I 
will  let  no  tnan  say  such  a  thing  to  mo  here  in 
my  presence  without  calling  him  to  responsi- 
bility. You  may  consider  it  a  sin  as  between 
you  and  your  God,  but  you  shall  not  use  in- 
sulting language  upon  such  a  subject  as  that  with- 
out being  called  to  account. 

Sir,  the  Union  is  dissolved  and.  there  is  a  gulf 
of  blood  lying  between  the  two  sections;  but  upon 
my  honor,  upon  my  soul,  I  repeat  that  every  drop 
in-  that  gulf  is  on  the  souls  of  the  northern  people. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  candid  man  who  looks  at 
(he  history  of  this  affair  can  come  to  any  other 
conclusion.  From  the  beginning  of  the  Govern- 
ment,from  the  timeof  theadoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution down  to  the  time  of  theclection  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  you  have  been  using  terms  of  insult  and 
termsof iri'itation,and  you  have  been  doingcvery- 
thing  you  could  to  bring  about  the  very  result 
which  is  now  upon  you.  Look  at  the  history  of 
this  matter.  1  shall  not  repeat  it;  it  is  too  famil- 
iar and  has  Iir(m  too  oft(!n  i-epcated.  At  first  you 
only  cultivated  the  ground,  but  when  that  old 
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scold  and  wrangler,  the  worst  man  that  overlived 
in  this  country,  even  not  excepting  Aaron  Burr; 
when  that  old  scold  and  wrangler,  John  Q,uincy 
Adams,  declared  that  by  the  war  power  you  could 
emancipate  all  the  slaves  and  sell  the  States  which 
had  slaves  to  a  foreign  Power,  that  was  the  day 
when  you  commenced  to  exert  all  your  powers 
to  excite  this  people  to  rebellion.  Then  it  was 
you  said  you  would  not  live  with  them,  that  the 
Government  was  a  compact  with  hell,  and  that 
one  of  the  most  agreeable  things  in  the  world 
would  be  to  part  with  the  South  and  slavery. 
That  WHS  the  announcement  of  your  public  men 
everywhere,  that  they  could  not  live  with  you  in 
peace.  Well,  they  separated  from  you,  and  asked 
to  live  on  terms  of  peace  with  you.  What  did 
you  do.'  You  immediately  howled  out,  "  They 
are  traitors;  we  will  hang  them  all;  and  when  we 
have  hung  them  we  will  take  all  their  property 
and  divide  it  among  us."  And, sir,  all  this  was 
to  be  done,  according  to  your  great  '•  higher-law" 
apostle,  William  H.Seward,  in  the  course  of  sixty 
days!  No  doubt  the  facility  with  which  he 
thought  it  could  be  done  was  a:  great  incentive  to 
begin  the  work,  especially  as  there  were  lands  in 
the  South  and  many  other  benefits  that  they  ex- 
pected to  get  hold  of  very  easily  down  there. 

Well,  a  great  many  of  the  Republican  leaders 
■went  out  to  Bull  Run  in  July,  1861,  to  witness 
the  perfect  overthrow  of  the  poor  southerners. 
The  lamented  gentleman  from  Illinois  (Mr. Love- 
joy)  1  think  went  out  there,  and  one  member  of 
this  House  from  Massachusetts  went  out  I  think, 
and  one  from  New  York.  They  carried  their 
pic-nic  with  them,  spring  chickens  arid  cham- 
pagne. [Laughter]  They  thought  they  were  go- 
ing to  have  a  very  happy  time  of  it  popping 
off  their  champagne  corks  amid  the  blood  and 
gore  of  the  slaughter  of  the  southerners.  One 
of  them  I  think  went  to  Richmond  rather  faster 
than  he  expected.  [Laughter]  One  of  them  came 
back  howling  for  mercy,  having  offered,  I  have 
heard,  ^00  to  be  driven  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
"black  hor8e"of  Virginia. 

You  see,  sir,  that  these  things  were  all  to  have 
been  done  in  a'  very  short  time,  but  instead  of 
that  they  have  not  been  done  yet.  Instead  of 
seventy-five  thousand  men  doing  the' work,  you 
have  had  to  get  a  million  and  a  half,  and  the  mil- 
lion and  a  half  will  not  do  it.  Those  you  have 
sent  South  have  been  "  welcomed  with  bloody 
hands  to  hos])itable  graves."-  You  had  an  idea 
that  the  "  poor  white  trash"  of  the  South,  as  you 
called  them,  were  the  mere  dregs  of  the  people, 
and  could  easily  be  conquered.  Why,  sir,  you 
do  not  know  them  as  well  as  I  do.  A  bolder, 
braver,  more  honorable  set  of  men  do  not  live  on 
the  face  of  God's  earth.  And  when  you  attempt 
to  elevate  the  negro  to  an  equality  with  these 
southern  white  men,  or  even  say  that  he  is  no 
better  than  the  negro,  he  will  strike  though  he 
may  die  immediately.  "All  the  attempts  to  put 
the  negro  on  an  equality  with  the  white  man,  to 
give  him  an  equal  suffrage  at  the  ballot-box,  to 
give  him  a  place  upon  the  witness-stand  to  tes- 
tify against  the  life  or  the  honor  of  the  white 
man,  or  to  give  liim  any  office  that  will  inflict 
dishonor  upon  the  white  man  or  run  any  risk  of 
not  keeping  up  the  inequality  that  now  exists  be- 
tween the  races,  will  be  resisted  to  the  death  by 
every  southern  white  man. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  was  it  after  all  that 
brought  this  institution  of  slavery  here  and  estab- 
lished it  among  us.'  The  Puritans  were  first-rate 
men.  They  had  some  peculiarities,  butthey  were 
honorable,  brave,  and  patriotic  men.  They  ap- 
proved of  slavery.  They  looked  in  every  corner 
of  the  Old  Testament,  and  in  every  line  of  the  New 
Testament,  and  they  could  find  nothing  against 
it,  and  they  approved  of  slavery.  Why,  it  is  said 
that  the  very  schooner  which  brought  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  to  this  continent,  and  landed  them  at  Ply- 
mouth, returned  to  Africa  for  a  cargo  of  slaves. 
[Laughter.]  1  do  not  blame  them  for  it.  But, 
sir,  they  brought  them  here,  and  they  kept  them 
ns  long  as  they  could  use  them  profitably.  Then 
they  sold  them  to  the  South.  And  many  a  man 
who  looks  me  now  in  the  face  is  the  son  or  de- 
scendant of  one  who  made  his  fortune  on  the  d(;ck 
or  in  the  cabin  of  a  slaver,  by  the  im|)ortation  of 
those  very  Africans  whose  descendants  they  are 
now  so  anxious  to  advance  in  life.  They  took 
these  slaves  to  the  South  and  sold  them  to  my  an- 
cestors, and  the  ancestors  of  men  there.    They 


got  southern  gold  for  their  merchandise,  and  guar- 
antied the  title  to  it.  And  now  their  descendants 
turn  around  and  say  that  they  will  deprive  the 
people  of  the  South  of  this  property.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  Puritans  would  sanction  any  such 
doctrine  as  that.  They  were  honest  and  straight- 
forward, and  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  their  sons  are 
so  thoroughly  degenerate.  If  I  were  guilty  of 
such  an  act  politically,  personally,  or  morally,  I 
.should  consider  myself  degraded  and  disgraced. 
Yes,  sir,  there  is  not  one  of  you  who  pretends  to 
hold  up  his  hand  and  say  that  he  will  vote  to  pay 
back  the  money  paid  for  these  Africans.  They 
consider  that  it  would  be  bad  policy.  The  politi- 
cians are  against  it.  Against  what.'  Against  honor 
and  honesty.  Sir,  are  we  a  disgraced  people.' 
Are  we  a  people  who  have  no  sense  of  honor.' 
You  shall  not  so  slander  the  American  people.  I 
shall  wait  for  that  returning  good  sense  that  will 
be  able  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  case. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  were  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  {Mr.  Long.'] 
That  the  war  must  not  be  continued  forever;  that 
it  must  stop  sometime;  that  it  is  a  horrid  war,  and 
that  it  ought  to  stop.  Who  is  to  say  when  it  shall 
stop.'  Have  we  not  that  power.'  Or  is  that  right 
confined  entirely  to  the  party  represented  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.'  I  say  that  if  you  attempt 
to  carry  out  the  principle  of  this  resolution  it  will 
open  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  although  my 
friend  [Mr.  Long]  would  be  a  martyr,  he  would 
bea  martyrinagloriouscause.  The  people  would 
rally  around  him,  and  would  come  up  and  ex- 
terminate the  politicians  who  dared  to  raise  their 
ruthless  hands  against  the  great  right  which  he 
yesterday  asserted, 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  early  part  of  this  secession 
movement  there  wasa  resolution  offered  pledging 
men  and  money  to  carry  on  the  war.  My  prin- 
ciples were  then  and  are  now  against  the  war.  I 
stood  solitary  and  alone  in  voting  against  that 
resolution,  and  whenever  a  similar  proposition  is 
brought  here  it  will  meet  with  my  opposition. 
Not  one  dollar  nor  one  man,  I  swear  by  the  Eter- 
nal, will  I  vote  for  this  infernal,  this  stupendous 
folly,  more  stupendous  than  ever  disgraced  any 
civilized  people  on  the  face  of  God's  earth.  If 
that  be  treason,  make  the  most  of  it. 

It  is  the  right  of  the  commoner  of  England  to 
say  that  he  will  not  intrust  the  money  to  carry 
on  a  war  to  the  king,  who  has  the  entire  war 
power.  I  do  not  know  that  a  commoner  of  the 
American  House  of  Representatives  ever  lost  that 
right.  That  proposition  meets  with  mj*approval. 
If  you  will  not  make  peace  in  any  other  way, 
and  if  I  have  the  casting  vote  here  against  furnish- 
ing the  sinews  of  war,  you  shall  nothavethem. 

The  South  asked  you  to  let  her  go  in  peace. 
But  no,  you  said  you  would  bring  them  into  sub- 
jugation. Thatis  notdone  yet,  andGod  Almighty 
grant  that  it  never  may  be.  I  hope  that  you  will 
never  subjugate  the  South.  If  she  is  to  be  ever 
again  in  the  Union  I  hope  it  will  be  with  her  own 
consent;  and  I  hope  that  that  consent  will  be  ob- 
tained by  some  other  mode  than  by  the  sword. 
"  If  this  be  treason,  make  the  most  of  it."  I  am 
as  good  a  Union  man  as  you  are,  but  we  differ 
as  to  the  best  means  of  preserving  the  Union. 

And  now,  after  givingan  expression  of  my  sen- 
timents to  you  of  the  Republican  party,  I  will 
turn  to  the  representatives  of  the  northern  Democ- 
racy. Abraham  Lincoln  has  proved  himself  unfit 
to  be  trusted  an  hour. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland 

•Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.     I  will  not  yield. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  declines  to  yield,  and  will  proceed 
without  interruption. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland 

[Shouts  of  "  Order  !"  and  much  confusion,  in 
which  the  remainder  of  Mr.  Teaci's  remark  was 
not  heard  by  the  reporter.] 
-The  SPEAKER pjo<cm;)ore.  The  gentleipan 
from  Pennsylvania  is  out  of  order,  and  will  re- 
sume his  scat. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
My  point  of  order  is  this:  I  desire  to  know 
whether  in  these  Halls  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
Innd  invoked  Almighty  God  that  the  American 
aims  should  not  prevail? 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  Is  thatR  ques- 
tion of  order,  I  should  like  to  know? 


The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  Chair  it  is  not  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  TRACY.  Well,  if  it  is  not  a  question  of 
order,  I  desire  to  know  whether  such  language  is 
not  treason.  [Cries  of  "Order!"  on  the  Demo- 
cratic side  of  the  House.] 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  TRACY.  Is  it  in  order  to  talk  treason  in 
this  Hall ?  [Shouts  of  "  Order!"  from  the  Demo- 
craticside  of  the  House,  and  much  confusion.] 

The  SPEAKER  pro  (e»npore.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  will  take  his  seat,  and  the 
gentleman  from. Maryland  will  suspend  his  re- 
marks until  the  House  comes  to  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  I  ask  that  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  referred  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  shall  be  taken  down 
at  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  language 
will  be  reduced  to  writing. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  rise  to 
a  question  of  order  upon  that. 

The  SPEAKER  p»-o  tempore.  No  other  point 
of  order  can  be  entertained  until  that  before  the 
House  has  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  that 
the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
which  has  been  taken  down  by  the  Clerk,  mtiy  be 
rend. 

The  Clerk  read  the  language,  as  follows: 

"  The  South  asked  you  to  let  them  live  in  peace.  Bui, 
no;  you  said  you  would  bring  them  into  subjugation.  That 
Is  not  done  yet.  God  Almighty  grant  that  it  never  may  be. 
I  hope  that  you  will  never  subjugate  the  South." 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  That  is  all  right, 
I  indorse  every  word  of  that. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  ask  that  the  Gist  and  63d 
rules  may  be  read. 

The  rules  were  read,  as  follows: 

"  61.  If  any  member,  In  speaking  or  otherwise,  transgress 
the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Sptiakrr  shall,  or  any  member 
may,  call  to  order;  in  which  case  the  member  so  called  to 
order  shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless  permittfd  to  ex- 
plain; and  the  House  shall,  if  appealed  to,  decide  on  tha 
case,  but  without  debate  ;  If  lliere  be  no  appeal,  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair  shall  be  submitted  to.  If  the  decision  be 
in  favor  of  the  member  called  to  order,  he  shall  be  at  lib- 
erty to  proceed ;  if  otherwise,  he  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  proceed,  in  case  any  member  object,  without  leave  of 
the  House;  and  if  the  case  require  it,  he  shall  be  liable  to 
the  censure  of  the  House. 

"62.  If  a  member  be  called  to  order  for  words  spoken  In 
debate,  the  person  calling  him  to  order  shall  repeat  tiM 
words  excepted  to,  and  they  shall  be  taken  down  in  writ- 
ing at  the  Clerk's  table;  and  no  member  shall  be  held  to 
answer,  or  be  subject  to  the  censure  of  the  House,  for  words 
spoken  in  debate,  if  any  other  member  has  spoken,  or  other 
business  has  intervened,  after  the  words  spoken,  and  be- 
fore exception  to  them  shall  have  been  taken." 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  un- 
derstands  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  calls  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  to  order  for  the  worda 
that  have  been  read. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Yes,  sir,  iind 
I  am  preparing  a  resolution  to  offer  in  connection 
with  it. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  Chair  the  words  spoken  by  the  gentleman 
are  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  Well,  Mr. 
Speaker 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  Chair 
has  decided  the  gentleman  out  of  order;  and  un- 
der the  rules  he  cannot  go  on  wiihout  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  if  any  member  objects.  .And 
for  one,  I  protest  against  any  man  uttering  such 
language  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  You  mean  you 
are  afraid  of  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  that 
the  rule  may  be  again  read,  and  that  it  may  be 
enforced. 

The  rule  was  again  read. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Chair 
if  it  is  in  order  to  include  the  name  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  in  the  resolution  offered  by 
the  Speaker  this  morning? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  It  would  not  be 
in  order  at  this  time.  Under  the  rule  that  haa 
been  read  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  cannot 
proceed,  objection  being  t.iade. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
lucky  ft  few  minutes  ago  asked  me  whether  it  was 
the  intention  to  press  this  resolution  to  a  vote  to- 
day. I  replied  that  I  did  not  intend  to  call  the 
previous  question  to-day.  I  do  not  intend  mysell 
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to  do  so.  But  it  is  due  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  wiio  I  see  still  in  liis  scat,  to  say  that 
after  the  extraoidinary  language  that  has  been 
used  on  this  floor  since  that  time,  while  I  shall 
not  myself  call  the  previous  question,  I  cannot 
say  what  the  action  of  the  House  may  be  in  that 

Mr.  MALLQRY  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  allow 
me  to  say 

Mr.  COX.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  I 
move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  has  not  the  floor  to  make  that 
motion. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  has  the  floor,  and  may  proceed 
without  interruption. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  regard  the  question  now 
presented  by  the  resolution  before  the  House  as 
a  very  grave  and  solemn  question,  as  one  which 
should  not  be  determined  until  after  the  most  ma- 
ture deliberation.  This  is  no  question  to  be  de- 
cided by  a  party  vote.  It  is  not  a  question  to  be 
decided  under  excitement.  It  is  a  great  question 
involving  the  privileges  of  membersof  the  House, 
and  therefore  the  rights  of  the  American  people.. 
What  has  bepn  regarded  so  sacred  in  the  past  as 
that  freedom  of  speech  which  has  been  always 
allowed  in  the  Halls  of  Congress?  No  man,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  is  to  be  held  liable  for  words 
uttered  in  debate.  No  man  is  subject  to  a  crim- 
inal prosecution  for  what  he  may  say  in  this  Hall. 
Heretofore  the  most  extended  discussion  has  been 
allowed  on  all  questions  aff*ecting  the  American 
people. 

Mr.  SCHEN€K.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  quote  the  whole  language  of  the 
Constitution.  In  section  six,  article  one,  it  is 
provided,  "  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either 
House  they,"  that  is,  the  members  of  Congress, 
"shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place."  I 
hope  he  mjiy  quote  it  all  the  next  time. 

Mr.  MALiLORY.  I  said  that  a  member  was 
not  liabte  to  a  criminal  prosecution  for  words 
spoken  in  debate.  I  will  remark,  Mr.  Speaker, 
never  in  my  recollection  of  congressional  debates 
has  the  freedom  of  speech  been  attacked  in  former 
times  but  on  one  memorable  occasion,  and  that  was 
when  a  citizen  of  Kentucky,  a  Representative  upon 
the  floor  of  Congress,  one  of  the  most  able  and 
brilliant  men  of  that  State,  offered  a  resolution  for 
the  expulsion  of  John  Q,uincy  Adams  because 
he  had  offered  a  petition  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  signed  by  a  large  and  respectable  body  of 
citizens  in  the  northern  States.  Mr.  Adams, 
who  stood  up  very  properly  for  the  right  of  free 
debate,  presented  that  petition,  and  Mr.  Marshall 
moved  his  expulsion.  The  excoriation  the  lat- 
ter received,  and  the  vindication  of  the  right  of  free 
speech  in  this  House  made  by  that  distinguished 
man  from  Massachusetts,  I  hope  will  long  remain 
to  be  consulted  as  authority  by  those  who  urge 
action  upon  the  resolution  now  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Colfax.] 

1  will  not  go  into  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion now.  My  condition  will  not  allow  it.  1  am 
suffering  from  a  chill  to  which  I  have  been  subject 
all  the  morning;  and  would  not,  were  it  not  for  the 
urgent  necessity,  in  my  estimation,  of  protesting 
against  this  proceeding,  have  obtruded  myself 
upon  the  House  at  all. 

Why  is  it  proposed  to  expel  this  member? 
What  is  the  charge  as  made  by  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana?  There 
have  been  members  expelled  for  dishonorable, 
disgraceful  conduct,  men  who  embezzled  or  stole 
the  public  money,  who  used  their  place  of  trust 
and  honor  for  self-aggrandizement.  Such  men 
have  been  expelled.  But  never  before  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  Union  has  a  resolution  been  moved 
against  any  member  of  this  House  because  of 
eentinients  uttered  in  debate.  What  is  the  charge 
made  against  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Long?]  What  is  the  accusation  upon  which  this 
resolution  for  expulsion  is  founded?  It  is  that  in 
asserting  in  his  speech  yesterday  that  the  people 
of  the  southern  confederacy  ought  to  be  acknowl- 
edged, and  peace  ought  to  be  now  made  on  the 
basis  of  that  recognition,  he  was  guilty  of  using 
treasonable  language. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  will  permit  me,  I  will 
read. to  the  Houee  the  language  used  from  the 


gentleman  from  Ohio.  It  is  not  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky;  and  in  manyspeeches 
made  on  this  question  to-day,  including  that  made 
by  the  mover  of  tUe  resolution,  the  language,  the 
idea,  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  not  yet  been 
properly  stated. 

Mr,  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Was  the 
gentleman  present  when  that  speech  was  made? 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  the  identical  manuscript  from  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  made  his  speech.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  will  permit  me  I  will 
read  from  it.  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  as  well  as  to  the  House  itself,  which 
is  now  called  to  net  upon  this  resolution. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  foi- 
that  purpose  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  Let  me  interrupt  the  gen- 
tleman for  one  moment. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  hold  the  floor 
by  the  courtesy  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
I  was  not  present  in  the  House  yesterday  to 
hear  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I 
came  into  the  Hall  this  morning,  making  my  ap- 
pearance for  the  first  time  in  many  days,  having 
been  confined  to  my  bed  by  sevclre  sickness.  I 
applied  personally  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  know  what  he  did  say,  and  whether  I  could 
stand  up  and  indorse  the  sentiments  which  he  had 
uttered,  or  be  compelled  to  agree  to  a  vote  of 
censure  upon  him.  He  gave  me  the  identical  pa- 
per from  which  he  made  the  speech  which  has 
called  forth  this  most  extraordinary  resolution. 
He  asked  me  after  I  had  read  the  manuscript 
whether  I  was  ready  to  vote  for  his  expulsion. 
I  said  no.  The  only  recognition  of  the  southern 
confederacy  was  this.  It  was  presented  as  an 
alternative  of  evils  to  the  country.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  said  as  the  choice  of  alternatives 
he  would  accept  recognition.  That  is  all  there 
is  of  it.     The  language  is: 

"  I  now  believe  there  arc  but  two  alternatives,  and  tliey 
are  either  tlie  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the 
South  as  an  independent  nation,  or  their  complete  subjuga- 
tion and  extermination  as  a  people;  and  of  these  alterna- 
tives I  prefer  the  former." 

Sir,  as  a  choice  of  evils,  rather  than  see  the 
whole  southern  pfeople  exterminated,  men,  wo- 
men, and  children  put  to  the  sword,  he  would 
accept  a  recognition  as  an  alternative  of  these  two 
unfortunate  and  dreadful  results. 

And,  sir,  (  desire  to  say  that  if  he  is  to  be  ex- 
pelled for  the  utterance  of  that  sentiment,  you 
may  include  me  in  it,  because  I  concur  fully  in 
that  sentiment.   [Cries  of  "Agreed  !"  "Agreed  !"] 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  will  be  through  in  a  few 
moments,  and  then  gentlemen  can  proceed  with 
this  debate. 

I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  as  I  understood 
the  general  scope  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  I  do  not  concur  in  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  him.  As  I  understood  the  general 
tenor  and  scope  of  his  speech,  it  was  an  indication 
of  feeling  against  the  prosecution  of  this  war  from 
the 'beginning.  My  votes  and  speeches  in  this 
House  have  exempted  me  from  the  suspicion,  I 
suppose,  of  concurring  with  the  gentleman  in  that 
opinion,  withoutany  declaration  ofthatfact  being 
now  necessary. 

I  was  proceeding  to  inquire  what  the  offense  is 
for  which  you  propose  to  proceed  against  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
has  charged  that  he  is  guilty  of  treason,  or  trea- 
sonable language.  Well,  sir,  in  the  name  of  high 
Heaven  what  is  treasonable  language?  I  have 
heard  so  much  talked  about  it  upon  this  floor,  I 
have  seen  so  much  written  about  it,  that  I  would 
like  to  have  some  man  skilled  in  philology  give 
me  some  definition  of  treasonable  language.  Is 
treasonable  language  the  utterance  of  a  declaration 
of  intention  upon  the  part  of  a  man  to  commit 
treason?  Why,  if  you  give  it  that  construction 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  uttered  no  treason- 
able language. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  defines 
treason  to  be  levying  war  against  the  United 
States,  adhering  to  its  enemies,  and  giving  them 
aid  and  comfort.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  did 
not  say  in  his  speech  that  he  intended  to  join  the 
rebels  in  levying  war  against  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  He  cannot  be  charged  with 
having  uttered  treasonable  language  by  such  an 
expression  as  that.  But  the  forced  .inference 
against  the  gehtlemnn  from  Ohio  is  that  by  say- 


ing, in  a  certain  contingency  he  would  be  in  fa- 
vor of  acknowledging  the  independence  of  the 
southern  confederacy,  he  gives  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  enemies  of  the  country  as  contemplated  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  its  definition 
of  treason. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Will  it  be  agreeable  to  the 
gentleman  to  allow  me  to  cotrect  him  right  here? 

Mr.  MALLORY.     Of  course 

Mr.  COLFAX.  The  passage  read  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood] 
is  one  passage  of  the  speech.  My  resolution  is 
based  upon  the  entire  speech  which  I  had  the 
misfortune  to  hear,  and  I  will  give  the  gentleman 
an  abstract  of  that  speech. 

In  the  first  place  the  gentleman  took  the  ground 
that  there  was  no  constitutional  power  to  coerce 
a  State.  The  gentleman  will  not  deny  that.  In 
the  second  place  he  took  the  ground  that  it  waa 
impossible,  at  any  rate,  to  subjugate  the  South., 
Is  not  that  correct? 

Mr.  LONG.     I  deny  that. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  so  understood  the  gentle- 
man, but  as  he  denies  it  I  will  take  that  back. 
The  gentleman  assents  to  thefirstpart,  that  there 
was  no  constitutional  ground  to  coerce  a  State. 
The  gentleman  also,  if  I  understood  him  correctly, 
and  1  think  I  did,  had  this  remark  in  his  speech: 
"Let  them  go."  Is  that  correct?  I  desire  to  say 
that  the  speech,  though  in  writing,  for  some  rea- 
son or  other  does  not  appear  in  the  Globe  of  thia 
morning,  and  I  can  only  speak  from  memory. 

Mr.  Long.  I  have  had  the  original  manu- 
script of  my  speech  written  for  the  last  four  weeks, 
but  it  was  not  handed  to  the  reporter  last  night 
in  consequence  of  his  own  suggestion,  but  that 
speech,  with  what  I  subsequently  said,  and  all 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield] 
said,  can  appear  in  the  Globe  on  Monday.  I 
have  that  written  speech  here  word  for  word, 
without  the  change  of  a  syllable  or  word. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  do  not  believe  the  gentle- 
man would  change  a  solitary  word;  and  if  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Mallort]  will 
yield  to  me  I  will  move  to  postpone  this  matter 
until  Monday,  when  we  can  have  the  speech  be- 
fore us. 

Mr.  MALLORY.     Certainly. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  will  proceed  with  what  I 
was  saying.  The  gentleman  took  the  ground 
that  there  was  no  constitutional  ground  to  coerce 
a  State.  From  that  it  followed  that  when  they 
raised  their  armies  and  resisted  as  States  they 
must  be  let  go.  He  then  stated,  in  conclusion, 
that  there  were  but  two  alternatives, either  a  rec- 
ognition of  the  confederacy  or  their  subjugation 
by  arms.  He  did  not  say  that  he  took  the  former 
as  a  choice  of  evils,  but  he  said  "I  prefer  the 
former."     I  think  those  were  his  very  words. 

I  now  move  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  until  Monday  next,  at  two 
o'clock,  and  on  that  motion  I  demand  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  LONG.  With  the  permission  of  the  gen- 
tleman, 1  desire  to  say  a  word. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman,  of 
course. 

Mr.  LONG.  I  desire  to  explain  the  reason 
why  my  speech  did  not  appear  in  the  Globe  of 
this  morning.  It  was  withheld  at  the  suggestion 
of  one  of  the  reporters  at  the  desk,  who  came  to 
me  and  suggested  that  inasmuch  as  they  could 
not  prepare  last  night  what  I  had  said  subsequent- 
ly, and  what  my  colleague  [Mr.  Garfield]  had 
said,  it  would  be  better  to  withhold  all  of  it  until 
Monday. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  That  statement  is  entirely  sat- 
isfactory. 

Mr.  LONG.  The  manuscript  of  my  speech  I 
will  at  once  hand  over  to  the  reporters,  and  it 
shall  appear  just  as  it  is  here  and  just  as  I  read  it 
yesterday.  It  will  pass  out  of  my  hands  now 
without  the  alteration  of  a  single  word. 

Mr.  COLFAX.     That  is  entirely  satisfactory. 

Mr.  BLISS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
make  a  single  suggestion? 

Mr.  COLFAX.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BLISS.  I  desire  to  suggest,  what  the 
gentleman  will  bear  witness  to  himself,  that  upon 
our  side  of  the  House  but  one  gentleman  has  been 
heard  in  opposition  to  this  resolution.  I  wish  to 
.submit  some  remarks  upon  the  subject  injustice 
to  myself  and  my  own  position,  and  also  in  ju8» 
tice  to  my  colleague  and  in  reference  to  the  merits 
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of  tlic  proposition  to  expol  my  coili;aj;iie.  I  wish 
to  be  nllowod  ft  few  moinoiUs  for  tlmt  purpose,  if 
the  gciiurosiiy  of  the  House  will  accord  mu  liint 
privilege. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  will  .say  to  the  gentleman 
that  while  1  do  not  think  this  debate  ought  to  be 
prolonged  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  l)usincss  of 
liie  House,  I  will  uot  myself  call  the  previous 
question  on  the  resolution  until  gentlemen  shall 
have  )>ad  a  reasonable  time  for  discussion. 

I  now  demand  the  previous  question  on  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone. 

Mr.  COX.  That  is  not  necessary.  No  one 
objects  to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Then  1  withdraw  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  was 
then  postponed  until  Monday  next  at  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  COX.  1  move  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  gentle- 
man has  not  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  gentleman 
from  Illinois  has  the  floor  and  will  state  his  ques- 
tion of  privilege. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  rise  to  a 
privileged  question.  I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Wliereas  Hon.  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Rt'pre.senlatives  of  the  United  States  from  the 
State  of  Marylaiiil  ha?  on  this  day  used  the  following  laii- 
guajie,  to  wit:  '-The  South  asked  you  to  let  them  go  in 
peace.  Hut,  no;  you  said  you  would  bring  them  into  sub- 
jection. That  is  not  done  yet,  and  (Jod  Ahnighty  grant  that 
It  never  may  be.  I  hope  that  you  will  never  subjugate  the 
South."  And  whereas  such  language  is  treasonable,  and 
is  a  gross  disrespect  of  this  House  :  Therefore, 

lie  it  resolved,  'i'hat  the  faid  Benjamin  G.  Harris  be 
expelled  from  this  House. 

Does  the  Chair  entertain  that  as  a  question  of 
privilege.' 

The  SPEAKER  pro  te?n;3ore.     Yes. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  On  that  res- 
olution I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  the  resolution  is  not,  under  the  62d  rule  of 
the  House,  in  order.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Tract]  rose  to  a  point  of  order  on 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Harhis,] 
which  was  overruled,  and  Mr.  Harris  was  al- 
lowed to  proceed.  Then  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Wasiiburne]  rose  to  a  point  of  order 
on  the  gentleman  from  iVIaryland,  [Mr.  Harris,] 
and  called  for  the  reading  of  the  G2d  rule.  The 
words  uttered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
were  required  to  be  taken  down  at  the  Clerk's 
desk.  They  were  taken  down  and  were  read  from 
the  Clerk's  desk,  and  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land was  taken  from  the  floor.  He  was  not  al- 
lowed to  proceed,  under  the  Gist  rule  of  the  House, 
without  unanimous  consent,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  interposed  his  objection.  That  oc- 
curred after  the  words  were  uttered,  for  which  he 
seeks  now  to  introduce  this  resolution  of  expul- 
sion. Other  gentlemen  have  since  taken  part  in 
■the  debate,  and  other  business  has  intervened. 

Now,  this  is  a  resolution  of  censure,  a  resolu- 
tion of  expulsion — the  highest  kind  of  censure — 
and  my  point  of  order  is  that  under  the  G2d  rule 
of  the  House  ills  not  entertainablc  after  business 
has  intervened.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  will 
not  fail  to  remember  a  notable  circumstance  of  a 
similar  kind  that  occurred  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  when  a  colleague  of  mine  (Mr.  Vallan- 
dighani)  was  called  to  order,  and  a  resolution  of 
xcnsure  offered  next  morning,  which  was  decided 
by  the  then  Speaker  (Mr.  Grow)  to  be  out  of  or- 
der under  this  rule. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  merely 
desire  to  say  one  word  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  on  his  point  of  order.  I  say  that  in 
this  case  the  rule  of  the  House  has  been  distinctly 
and  specifically  complied  with.  After  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  had  made  his  remarks  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Tracy]  first 
raised  the  point  of  order,  but  he  did  not  conform 
to  the  rule  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  lias 
adverted  to,  and  then  1  made  the  point  of  order  and 
had  the  words  taken  down  at  the  Clerk  's  desk  be- 
fore any  other  I)iisines3  had  intervened.  Hut  it 
is  a  matter  of  utter  indiflefence  whether  that  is  so 
or  not.  This  resolution  is  just  as  mucii  in  order 
as  was  the  resolution  to  expel  Ihe  gentleman's 
colleague,  [Mr.  Lono.] 


Mr.  COX.  I  give  notice  to  the  House  that  on 
Monday  when  the  matter  comes  up  I  slmll  make 
the  same  point  of  order  in  respect  to  the  case  of 
my  colleague,  |Mr.  Lon«.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  gentle- 
man is  entirely  too  late. 

Mr.  COX.  We  will  argue  that  at  the  time.  I 
desire  to  say  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  lUi- 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  do  not 
yield  the  floor  to  the  member  from  Ohio.  Mr. 
Speaker,  there  is  but  one  word  more 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  object  to  the  discussion  of 
the  point  of  order. 

Mr.WASHBURNE.oflllinois.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  the  floor. 

Mr.  COX.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  [Cries 
of  "  Order  1"  "  Order!"  from  the  Democratic  side 
of  the  House.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  I  call  the 
gentlemen  on  that  side  to  order.  I  introduced  the 
resolution,  and  am  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  COX.  I  object  to  debate  upon  a  question 
of  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  discuss  the  question  of  order.  [Loud  calls 
to  order  from  the  Democratic  side  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  have  the 
floor  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  No,  sir.  I  have  the  floor 
on  my  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  will 
decide  the  point  of  order.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  in  his  re- 
marks was  entirely  out  of  order.  The  objection 
was  made  in  time.  The  language  was  taken  down 
as  speedily  as  possible,  and  the  rules  of  the  House 
were  complied  with.  The  Chair,  therefore,  over- 
rules the  point  of  order.  The  Chair  will  further 
state  that  the  rule  which  has  been  read  applies 
to  a  motion  to  censure  a  member,  while  this  reso- 
lution is  for  his  expulsion. 

Mr.  COX.     I  move  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  lias  not  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  COX.  I  ask  the  Chair  to  put  my  motion. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  1  call  the 
gentleman  to  order.     I  have  the  floor. 

Mr.  COX.  I  addressed  my  motion  to  the 
Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  is  not 
Speaker  of  this  Housejust  yet,  and  could  not  be 
elected.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  And  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  is  in  the  sama  category. 
[Renewed  laughter.]  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  preamble  and  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  desire  to  appeal  to  my 
colleague  to  withdraw  his  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question.  Thisisa  very  important  quest!  on, 
and  the  gentleman  will  remember  that  there  has 
been  no  discussion  whatever  on  this  resolution. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  object  to  the  withdrawal. 

Mr.  WASFIBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  gentle- 
men all  around  me  object  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
demand,  and  I  decline  to  do  it.  • 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. I  do  not  want  to  vote  upon  a  matter  of 
this  sort  without  some  deliberation. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  58,  noes  70. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  move  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  question  is 
now  upon  the  adoption  of  the  preamble  and  res- 
olution, on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been 
ordered. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  askif  the  question  isupon 
the  preamble  and  resolution,  or  only  upon  the 
resolution .' 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  call  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  order.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  That  is  true;  but  the  rules 
of  the  House  are  not  to  be  violated. 

The  SPEARER;))-o/eiu;)ore.  The  question  will 
be  first  upon  the  resolution. 

'I'he  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  81,  nays  58;  as  follows: 

YEAH — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Andorpon,  Ar- 
nold, ANhley,  Hnily,  John  I).  Bahlwin,  llaxtcr,  liranian, 
niahin,  Kiancis  T.  lilair,  lioiitwell,  Boyd,  Brooniall,  Wil  • 
liaint;.  Brown,  Anibro,«c  VV.  Clark,  rrecman  Clarke,  Cobh, 
Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis, Thomas  T.  Dnvis,  Dlion,  Don- 
liolly,   Drlggn,  Diiinont^   Kcklcy,  miot,  Frank,  Garfield, 


Goocli,  Grinnell,  Hale,  fligby,  Hooper,  Hoichkiss,  Asaliel 
W.  lluhliard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jcnckcs,  Julian,  Kasson, 
Kcllcy,  Francis  VV.  Kellofrir,  Orlando  Kcllop!;,  Jj<y.u\,  Mar- 
vin, Mcliride.  McClurf;,  McFnrtoe,  SamuelP.  Miller,  Mor- 
rill, Haniel  Morris,  Amos  iMycrs,  Leonard  Myers.  Orlli, 
Patterson,  Tike,  I'omcroy,  I'riee,  William  H.  Randall,  Ed- 
ward H.  Itollins,  Schcnck,  Seofii_ld,  Shannon.  Smitliers, 
Spalding,  Starr,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Val- 
kenburgh,  Elilui  B.  \V'ashburnc.  William  B.  VVashburn, 
Webster,  Wlialey,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
and  Woodbridge — fel. 

NAYS— ;\Iessrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Bliss,  James  S.  Brown,  Chanler,ciay,  Cox,  Cra- 
vens, Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Knglish,  Finck, 
Ganson,  Gridcr,  Harding,  Harrington,  Herrick,  Holman, 
Hutcliins,  Philip  Johnson,  Willi.am  Johnson,  Kcrnan,  Law, 
Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Long,  iMalUiry,  Marcy,  McAllister, 
McDowell,  McKinney,  Middlcton,  William  H.  Miller, 
James  U.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Odell,  Pendleton, 
Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Kandall,  Robinson,  Uogers,  James  S. 
Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele, 
Strouse,  Sweat,  Voorln^es,  Ward,  Cliiltnn  A.  White,  Jo- 
seph W.  White,  Winfield,  and  Fernando  Wood — 58. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  adopted,  two  thirds 
not  having  voted  therefor. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  stated  that  his  colleague, Mr. 
O'Neill,  wasat  home  on  account  of  sickness,  and 
had  paired  with  Mr.  Stuart. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  stated  that 
his  colleague,  Mr.  Norton,  was  detained  at  his 
room  by  sickness. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL  stated  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Rice,  was  detained  by  important  business. 

Mr.  THAYER  stated  that  Mr.  Moorhead  had 
]iaired  with  Mr.  Stiles. 

Mr.  DRIGGS  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Longyear,  was  absent  on  important  business. 

The  vote  was  then  announced  asabove  recorded. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore  staled  tha.t  the  res- 
olution having  failed,  the  preamble  fell  as  a  matter 
of  course. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  That  resolution  having  failed, 
I  now  offer  what  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  and 
upon  itsadoption  demand  the  previous  question: 

Resolved,  Thai  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  a  Representative 
from  the  fifth  district  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  having 
spoken  words  this  day  in  debate,  manifestly  tending  and 
designed  to  encourage  the  existing  rebellion  and  the  ene- 
mies of  this  Union,  is  declared  to  bean  unworthy  member 
of  this  House,  and  is  hereby  severely  censured. 

Mr.  COX.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I 
submit  that  it  is  too  late  to  raise  thatpoint  of  order, 
other  business  having  intervened  since  the  lan- 
guage was  used. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  That  makes  no  diff'erence. 
If  it  had  been  uttered  months  ago  I  should  ofi"er 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  COX.  I  think  my  colleague  is  not  quito 
up  to  time. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  call  my  colleague  to  order. 
The  resolution  itself  not  being  debatable,  the  point 
of  order  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  COX.     I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  rule. 

The  SPEA  KER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  over- 
rules the  question  of  order. 

Mr.  COX.  The  Chair  has  overruled  me  before 
I  had  the  lule  read. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  is 
familiar  with  the  rule. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  49,  noes  78. 

Mr.  ANCONA  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  21,  nays  82;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mcssr.«.  Jamci  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Bliss,  Cox, 
Finck,  Harding,  Holman,  William  Johnson,  Law,  Lazcar, 
Marcy,  Middlolon,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Pruyn,  James  S.  Rol- 
lins, Ross,  Slrouse,  Ward,  Joseph  W.  While,  and  Fernando 
Wood— '21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ar- 
nold, Ashley,  Baily,  Joiin  1).  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Ucaman, 
Blaine,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brooniall,  William  G.  Brown, 
Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  (>)le.  Cravens, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  'J'liomas  T.  Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly, 
Driggs,  UumOTit,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Grinnell, 
Hale,  Higliy,  Hooper,  Hoichkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John 
II.  Hubbard,  Jerickcs,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kellcy,  Francis  VV. 
Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Marvin,  McBrhle,  Mo- 
Clurg,  IMoInd'ie,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Ijconard  Myers,  Odell,  Ortli,  Patterson,  Per- 
ham,  I'ike,  Ponirroy,  Price,  William  H.  Randall,  t^dward 
H.  Rollins,  Schinck,  Scofnld,  Shannon,  Smilhern,  Spald- 
ing, Starr,  John  B.  Sieelc,  Thayer,  Thomas, Tracy,  Upson, 
Van  ValkcnburghjElihu  B.  Washhurne,  Williimi  B.  WaHh- 
bnrn,  Webster,  VVIialey,  Willlaniii,  Wilder,  Wilson,  and 
Windom— sa. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 
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The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  * 

Mr.  THAYER,  cnllod  for  tlin  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  move  to  lay  tlie  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  and  upon  that  I  demand  the 
yens  and  nays. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  Before  thatques- 
tion  is  taken,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  to  modify  the  resolution, 

[Cries  of"  Order!"] 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  wa3  decided  In 
the  negative — yeas  23,  nays  80;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Bliss,  Chnn- 
ler,  Clay,  Denisoii,  Eden,  El<iridi;e,  llerrick,  I'liilip  John- 
son, Williiim  Jntinson,  Law,  Leiilond,  William  H.  Miller, 
Morrison,  PendlRton,  Prnyii,  Samutl  J.  Randall,  Rogers, 
Koss,  Sirouso,  Chilton  A.  White,  and  Fernando  Wood— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Baily,  Augustas  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Boutwell;  Boyd,  Broomall,  Wil- 
liam G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis, ThomasT.  Davis,  Dixon, 
Donnelly,  iJriggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank,  Goocli, 
Grinncll,  Hale,  Harrington,  Higliy,  Hooper,  Hotclikiss, 
AsaliPl  W.  Hubbard,  John  II.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian, 
Kasson,  Kolley,  Francis  W.  Kollogg,  Orlando  Kellogg, 
Loan,  Marvin,  McBride,  MoClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard 
Myers,  Ortli,  Patterson,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H. 
Randall,  Edward  H.  (Rollins,  Schenck,  Scotield,  Sliaiinon, 
Smithers,  Spalding,  Slarr,  Thayer,  Thomas, Tracy,  Upson, 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Eliliu  B.  Wasliburne,  William  B.  Wash- 
burn, Webster,  VVlialey,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  and 
Windom— 80. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  rise  to  a  privileged 
question.  I  desire  to  enter  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  was  referred  to  the  Mil- 
itary Committee  yesterday. 

The  motion  was  entered. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  now  move  that  the 
House  adjourn,  inasmuch  as  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  seconded  upon  the  resolution,  and  1  sup- 
pose it  is  immaterial  to  gentlemen  whether  the 
vote  be  taken  to-night  or  Monday. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
u|ion  tlie  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  23,  nays  80;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mcisr".  James  C.  AIIph,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Bliss,  James  S.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Denison, 
Eden,  Eldridgc,  Herrick,  Philip  Johnson,  Law,  Long, 
Marcy,  Middleton,  William  H.  Miller,  Morrison,  Pendle- 
ton, i'ruvn,  Strouse,  Joseph  W.  White,  and  Fernando 
Wood— 2J. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Baily,  John  U.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Francis  P.  Blair,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose 
W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter 
Davis.ThoniasT.  Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont, 
Eliot, Gooch,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Ilarrington,  Higby,  Hooper, 
Hotclikiss,  Asalicl  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  KasKon,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kel- 
logg, Loan,  Marvin,  McBride,  McC'lurg,  Melndoe,  Samuel 
F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard 
Myers,  Odell,  Orth,  Paxierson,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Wil- 
liam II.  Randall,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield, 
ScoU,  Shannon,  Smithers,  Starr, 3'hayer,  Thomas,  Tracy, 
Upson, Van  VrilkeiibuiKli,  Elihu  B.  Wasliburne,William  B. 
Washburn,  Webster,  Wlialey,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
Windom,  ami  Winfield— 80. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourns 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  staled  tliat 
Mr.  Farnsworth  had  been  obliged  to  leave  the 
Hnll  on  account  of  illness. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
resolution, 

Mr.  THAYER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  rise  to  apriv- 
ileged  question.  I  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting 
on  the  ground  that  I  applied  to  gentlemen  on  the 
othcrside  to  modify  the  resolution  so  thatitshpuld 
express  simply  a  censure,  and  they  refused. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  On  the  motion  to  excuse,  I 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  call  for  a  division  on  ex- 
cusing the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin. 

Several  Members.     Too  late. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  No,  sir,  I  am  not  too  late.  I 
call  for  a  division. 

The  question  was  put,  and  one  member  voted 
in  the  niRrniiitivc. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  do  not  desire  to  leave  the 
House  without  a  quorum,  and  therefore  withdraw 
the  call  for  a  division.     My  only  object  was  to 


state  that  I  desire  to  be  excused  on  the  same 
ground  as  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  ANCONA.     I  renew  the  call  for  a  (livision. 

The  Hou.se  divided,  and  the  motion  was  dis- 
agreed to — ayes  8,  noes  88. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  move  to  excuse  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee- on  Military  Affairs  from 
voting  upon  this  question.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  does  not  ask  to  be  ex- 
cused from  any  vote,  and  he  does  not  dodge. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Is  it  in  order  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleinan  who  offered  the  resolution  to  modify  it.' 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  It  is  not  in  order; 
the  previous  question  having  been  ordered. 

The- question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  93,  nays  18;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Caily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Francis  P.Blair,  Boutwell,  Boydi 
Broomall,  James  S.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman 
Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Cox,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot, 
English,  Frank,  Ganson,  Gartic^ld,  Gnoch,  Grinncll,  Hale, 
Harrington,  Higby,  Holman,  Hotclikiss,  Asahel  W.  Hub- 
bard, John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kcrnan,  Loan, 
Marvin,  McAllister,  IMcBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Mid- 
dleton, Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nelson,  Odell,  Orlh,  Patterson, 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  IL  Randall,  Edward  H. 
Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Smithers,  Spalding, 
Starr,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Thayer,  Tliomas, 
Tracy.  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Elihu  B.  Wasliburne, 
William  B.Washburn,  Webster,  Wlialey,  Williams,  Wil- 
der, Wilson,  Windom,  and  Winfield— 93. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona, Blfss,  Chanler, 
Denison,  Eden,  Eldridgc,  Law,  Lc  Blond,  William  H.  Mil- 
ler, Morrison,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Ross, 
Strouse,  Chilton  A.  White,  and  Fernando  Wood — 18. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  THAYER  stated  that  Mr.  Moohhead  had 
paired  with  Mr.  Stiles. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN  stated  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Harris,  was  detained  at  his  room  by  illness. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  stated  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Noble,  was  confined  to  his  room  by  indis- 
position. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  then,  (on  motion  of  Mr.WASHBURNE, 
of  Illinois,  at  five  o'clock  and  twenty  minutes,  p. 
m.,)  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday  next, at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  .5piZ  11,  1864. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Charles  M.  Ttler,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  PRO  TEMPORE. 

The  Secretary  called  the  Senate  to  order  and 
said:  The  Secretary  has  received  the  following 
letter  from  the  Vice  President: 

Vice  President's  Chamber, 
Washington,  Jipril  9,  1864. 
Sit:  I  stiaH  be  absent  from  the  city  on  Monday  next. 
Please  communicate  information  of  this  fact  to  the  Sen- 
ate on  Monday  morning. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  H.  HAMLIN. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Forney,  Sea-etarg  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  submit  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  In  tlie  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  Hon. 
Solomon  Foot  be  appointed  President  jiro  tempore  of  the 
Senate. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  unanimously,  and 
Mr.  Foot  took  the  chair  as  President  jjro  tempore. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Mr.  President,  I  rise  for  the 
first  time,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  the  last  time,  to  a 
personal  explanation. 

The  PRESIDENT  jjfo  tempore.  The  Senator 
from  Iowa  asks  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  No  objection  being  made,  the 
leave  is  granted. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Mr.  President,  doubtless  Sen- 
ators have  observed  upon  their  desks  this  morn- 
ing what  purports  to  be  a  rejiort  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affair.^,  and  to  have  been  presented 
to  the  Senate  by  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
on  the  7th  of  April  last.     It  has  been  distributed 


for  the  first  time  this  morning.     The  report  con- 
tains the  following  paragraph: 

"  Your  committee  canriol,  consent  lo  let  this  subject  jiasa 
from  the  consideration  of  the  Sc'iiale  without  briefly  ad- 
verting to  the  circumstancciunder  which  this  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  them  for  their  consideration.  Several  Senators 
who  spoke  on  this  subject  professed  to  know  all  about  it, 
and  assured  the  Senate  that  it  was  nothing  but  the  repeal 
of  a  joint  resolution,  passed  for  a  temporary  purpose,  and 
whose  only  operation  now  was  the  obstruction  andhinder- 
aiice  of  the  wholesome  operation  of  the  enrollment  law; 
and  they  seemed  impatient  that  the  whole  body  of  the  Sena- 
tors were  not  as  well  acquainted  with  the  subject  as  they 
themselves  were.  Indeed,  the  very  suggestion  of  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  was  seized  upon 
by  one  member  of  the  committee  for  a  severe  reprimand  to 
his  colleagues  on  the  committee  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  performed,  or  rather  neglected,  their  duties.  Indeed, 
so  earnest  was  the  purpose  to  pass  the  bill  without  refer- 
ence, that  those  who  insisted  upon  the  ordinary  course  of 
legislation  in  tills  case  were  undoubtedly  looked  upon  as 
obstinately,  if  not  factionsly,  opposing  a  simple  net  of  legis- 
lation which  the  immediate  and  pressing  emergencies  of  the 
country  seemed  absolutely  to  demand  should  be  promptly 
and  immediately  passed;  and  it  was  not  till  after  the  morning 
hour  had  expired, and  the  subject  had  passed  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate,  that  by  the  courtesy  of  an  honor- 
able member  of  the  Senate,  who  never  fails  to  respond  to 
any  appeal  to  his  courtesy,  kindness,  generosity,  or  sense 
of  justice,  Hon.  Mr.'HARLAN,  of  Iowa,  the  subject  was  by 
him  permitted  to  be  voted  on  after  he  had  the  floor  on  an- 
other siibject.  And  when  the  bill  under  these  extraordinary 
circumstances  was  thus  referred,  the  committee,  the  first 
niomeut  they  cast  their  eyes  upon  the  joint  resolution  thus 
summarily  sought  to  be  repealed,  found  that  this  bill  would 
not  only  repeal  the  obnoxious  resolution  obstructing  the 
operation  of  the  enrollment  act,  but  would  also  repeal  an- 
otlier  provision  of  law  which,  in  their  opinion,  ought  not  to 
be  repealed,  butthe  repeal  of  which  would  retard  and  hinder 
the  object  which  we  all  wish  to  effect,  namely,  the  filling 
up  of  our  Navy  with  able  seamen." 

Mr.  President,  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  as- 
certain, and  I  find  that  this  is  a  genuine  document. 
It  was  presented  to  the  Senate  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  as  emanating 
from  that  committee,  was  printed  at  the  public 
printing  press,  and  is  filed  among  the  archives  of 
the  Senate.  It  is  not,  therefore,  I  can  assure  the 
Senate,  like  another  document  which  they  may 
have  had  their  attention  called  to,  printed  at  pri- 
vate instance  at  a  private  press,  in  imitation  of 
the  type,  heading,  and  size  of  a  Senate  document, 
to  which  were  appended  imperfect  extracts  of  tes- 
timony and  a  letter  of  a  client  to  his  attorney, 
which  did  not  tell  the  truth.  Unfortunately  for 
both  client  and  attorney,  that  client  did  not  escape 
the  ordeal  through  which  he  was  passing  quite  aa 
safely  as  he  represented.  But  although  this  re- 
port purports  to  come  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  no  member  of  the  Naval  Committee 
ever  saw  it  until  it  was  presented  to  the  Senate. 
If  any  member  of  the  committee  did  see  it,  let 
him  now  state  that  he  saw  it. 

As  I  receive  no  response,  I  infer  that  I  am  re- 
peating correctly  what  each  member  of  that  com- 
mittee has  told  me.  But  although  this  report  was 
not  shown  to  the  members  of  the  committee,  it 
was  shown,  before  it  was  presented  to  the  Senate, 
to  other  gentlemen  than  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  report  says  that  when  the  "eyes  of  the  com- 
mittee" were  first  cast  upon  the  bill,  they  discov- 
ered that  there  were  two  provisions  of  law  which 
it  sought  to  repeal,  leaving  us  to  infer  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  who 
is  the  author  of  this  production ,  and  who  is  to  be 
held  solely  responsible  for  it,  was  not  aware  at 
that  time  that  there  had  been  any  legislation  upon 
the  subject  of  advance  pay  to  the  sailors  who  en- 
listed into  the  public  service.  I  can  inform  the 
Senator  and  the  Senate  that  we  had  at  the  time 
that  resolution  was  passed  a  law  which  author- 
ized an  advance  of  three  months'  pay. 

This  report  says  that  "  this  last  provision" — 
that  in  regard  to  advance  pay — "  is  believed  to 
be  eminently  wise,  and  well  calculated  to  aid  in 
filling  up  the  Navy  with  just  that  class  of  seamen 
that  are  now  wanted  in  theservice."  Itis  barely- 
possible  that  if  the  distinguished  author  of  this 
report  had  known  that  that  section  of  the  joint 
resolution  was  adopted  at  my  instance,  he  would 
not  have  spoken  so  favorably  of  it  in  the  report 
as  he  has  done. 

Mr.  President,  if  it  bo  intended  to  be  asserted 
that  any  Senator  assured  the  Senate  in  the  debate 
that  was  had  on  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  upon 
which  the  refiort  purports  to  be  made,  that  noth- 
ing was  meant  but  a  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  res- 
olution which  related  to  the  transfer  of  men,  it 
asserts  what  is  not  true.  I  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  read  that  entire  debate  again  to-day,  and  no  ♦ 
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Senator  who  spoke  upon  the  euliject  msde  any 
such  assertion.  What  were  the  facts?  I  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  repeal  the  whole  resolution;  and 
the  question  before  the  Senate  was  not  whether 
the  bill  should  pass,  not  whether  it  should  then 
be  amended,  but  whether  it  should  be  considered 
or  not.  I  had  the  joint  resolution  sought  to  be 
repealed  lying  before  me.  I  intended  to  read  and 
expound  it  to  the  Senate  if  they  concluded  to  con- 
sider the  bill;  and  then  I  intended  to  satisfy  the 
Senate  if  I  could,  and  I  think  I  could  have  sat- 
isfied them,  that  both  sections  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed, the  one  which  was  adopted  at  my  in- 
stance as  well  as  the  one  proposed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  California,  because  1  found  that  it  was 
creating  confusion  at  the  Navy  Department  and 
confusion  among  tlie  men  who  wished  to  be 
transferred  and  wished  to  enlist  into  the  naval 
aervice.  Here  was  an  old  law  wliich  allowed 
three  months'  advance  pay,  and  here  was  a  new 
law  which  allowed  three  months' advance  pay, 
but  to  be  returned  to  the  Federal  Treasury  out 
of  any  prize  money  that  the  sailors  might  be  en- 
titled to;  and  the  idea  had  been  propagated  by 
men  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  was 
being  received  as  true  by  sailors,  that  these  two 
provisions  were  intended  to  cover  the  same  ad- 
vance, and  would  only  entitle  them  to  one  three 
months'  advance  pay,  which  would  have  to  be 
returned  out  of  the  prize  money  as  well  as  out  of 
their  legitimate  pay;  and  1  thought  it  was  better 
to  incorporate  all  the  legislation  on  this  subject 
in  some  other  bill,  so  as  to  make  it  perfectly  clear 
and  patent  to  the  dullest  comprehension. 

It  is  true  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
California,  [Mr.  Conness,]  wliich  was  sought  to 
be  repealed,  was  intended  to  be  passed  merely  for 
a  temporary  purpose.  No  other  design  was  ex- 
pressed by  him;  but  in  order  to  facilitate  the  mat- 
ter at  the  time,  and  as  I  thought  it  might  possibly 
Btimulate  recruiting  at  the  different  naval  rendez- 
vous, 1  proposed  to  add  the  section  which  I  of- 
fered as  an  amendment.  When  I  found  that  it 
was  not  answering  the  purpose  which  was  con- 
templated, and  when  I  found,  what  has  been  shown 
by  the  experience  of  the  last  ten  days,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  enrollment  bill,  which  allows 
avery  locality  along  our  Atlantic  coast  to  be  cred- 
ited with  the  seamen  who  may  enlist  into  the  na- 
val service  upon  their  military  quotas,  sailors 
were  beginning  to  come  in,  I  did  not  think  it  was 
necessary  that  this  additional  three  months' ad- 
vance pay  should  be  continued  on  the  statute- 
book.  If  the  Senate  had  decided  to  consider  the 
bill,  I  should  have  attempted  to  convince  them  of 
that  fact,  and  I  have  no  doubt  I  should  have  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  so. 

This  report  asserts  that 

"The  very  suggestion  of  reference  lo  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  whs  seized  upon  by  one  memlier  of  tlie  com- 
mittee for  a  severe  reprimand  lo  liis  colleagues  on  the  com- 
mltlfie  for  the  manner  in  which  they  performed,  or  rather 
neglected,  their  dutiea." 

Why,  Mr.  President,  I  never  had  the  most  re- 
mote idea  of  reprimanding  the  Naval  Committee. 
I  knew  too  well  by  three  years'  experience  how 
the  business  of  the  Naval  Committee  is  conducted. 
I  know  that  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
considers  himself  the  Naval  Committee.  1  know 
that  he  calls  up  bills  whenever  he  chooses,  and 
disposes  of  them  about  as  he  chooses;  and  1  was 
perfectly  well  aware,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
in  connection  with  this  report,  which  lias  been 
submitted  to  the  Senate  witliout  having  been  sub- 
mitted to  a  single  member  of  the  committee,  that 
he  was  the  man  who  was  solely  responsible  for 
the  conduct  of  naval  affairs. 

Let  me  say  here  one  word  in  connection  with 
my  service  on  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
I  have  been  for  three  years  a  member  of  tlialcom- 
mittee.  1  never  sought  to  be  placed  upon  it. 
Every  member  of  the  party  of  which  1  am  a  mem- 
ber who  has  been  on  the  committee  to  designate 
members  of  the  committees  of  this  body  will  bear 
testimony  that  at  every  session  I  have  sought  to 
be  detached  from  that  committeg.  It  was  un- 
pleasant for  me  lo  be  on  that  committee.  I  never 
asked  for  any  position  on  any  committee,  and 
simply  desired  that  I  might  be  detached  from  that 
comrnittee.  Why  did  I  not  desire  lo  serve  on  il.> 
For  the  reason  I  have  stated,  that  it  was  unpleas- 
ant lo  me.  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
Beemed  to  imagine  that  because  he  was  chairman 
^  of  the  committee,  he  had  the  entire  control  of  it. 


He  told  the  Senate  here  in  his  place  that  at  the 
commencement  of  this  session  lie  went  to  the 
Senator  from  New  York  [xMr.  Morgan]  and  pro- 
posed to  him  to  make  him  the  cluiirman  of  the 
Naval  Committee.  Why,  sir,  eighteen  hundred 
years  ago  there  was  a  fuse  somewhat  similar, 
when  the  Saviour  of  men  was  taken  upon  the 
Mount  and  offered  all  that  he  beheld  if  he  would 
only  fall  down  and  worship.  There  was  just 
about  the  same  power  to  bestow  the  gift  in  the 
one  case  as  in  the  other;  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  in  each  case  both  the  tempter  and  the  tempt- 
ation were  spurned. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  desire  to  serve  on  this 
committee,  because  I  believe  that  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
is  the  most  unrelenting,  determined,  persistent 
enemy  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, and  of  the 
Navy  Department,  that  there  is  in  this  country. 
If  there  has  been  any  opportunity  when  he  could 
assail  the  Department  and  thereby  the  public  ser- 
vice, either  in  public  conversation  or  in  private, 
and  he  has  not  availed  himself  of  it,  I  should  like 
to  know  when  it  was.  He  has  been  appointed  by 
this  Senate  to  protect  and  guard  and  defend  the 
Navy  Department,  and  he  has  protected  and  de- 
fended and  guarded  it;  but  it  is  the  protection  that 
the  wolf  extends  to  the  Iamb. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  another  report  on  our 
tables,  presented  at  the  same  time  from  the  same 
distinguished  source,  on  the  subject  of  the  naval 
supply  bill,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  present  to 
the  Senate,  and  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  JN'aval  Affairs.    This  report  says: 

"The  system" — 

That  is,  the  system  of  procuring  naval  supplies 
at  present 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  what 
report  that  is  ? 

Mr.  GRIMES.  It  is  Senate  report  No.  45, 
distributed  this  morning  and  laid  on  the  desks  of 
Senators: 

"The  system  sought  to  beovertlirownhasbeen  in  opera- 
tion, as  before  statL'd,  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  conimiltce,  has  operated  woll,  and 
is  well  calculated  to  effect  theobject  soughttobe  attained, 
namely,  supplying  the  Navy  at  reasonable  prices  with  the 
best  articles  demanded  for  the  service. 

"The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  Inconveniences 
to  the  service  by  the  operation  of  the  present  system  that 
can  be  remedied,  or  even  ameliorated,  by  the  proposed 
change." 

I  undertake  to  say  thatif  any  gentleman  onlhe 
Naval  Committee  saw  this  report,  and  saw  that 
which  I  have  read,  only  one  member  of  the  Naval 
Committee  saw  it  except  the  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

What  was  the  bill  that  I  introduced,  and  what 
is  the  present  system?  At  the  instance  of  a  friend 
of  mine,  a  member  of  this  body,  I  undertook  to 
draw  U|3  a  bill  which  I  thought  would  obviate 
some  of  the  troubles  in  connection  with  the  Navy 
Department  and  abolish  some  of  the  corruptions 
that  1  knew  were  prevailing  in  connection  with 
the  furnishing  of  supplies  under  naval  contracts. 
1  called  lo  my  assistance  those  men  in  the  Navy 
Departmentand  out  of  it,  with  whom  I  had  con- 
versed before  and  at  the  time  that  I  drew  it,  who, 
as  [  knew,  had  the  most  experience.  After  it 
was  drawn  the  bill  was  sent  lo  prominent  mer- 
chants in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia, 
and  from  them  I  received  replies  and  suggestions 
in  regard  to  amendments. 

There  was  one  point  in  connection  with  that 
bill  upon  which  there  was  a  diversity  of  opinion 
among  those  with  whom  I  conversed,  and  that  was 
whether  the  purchase  of  naval  supplies  should  be 
confined  to  naval  officers,  including  officers  of  the 
line  and  the  staff,  or  whether  they  should  be  made 
as  they  now  are, through  Navy  agents  who  were 
political  appointees.  Some  of  the  gentlemen,  and 
among  them  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Docks,  were  in  favor  of  appointing  civilians  to 
these  offices,  but  connecting  them  with  the  Navy 
Department  as  the  naval  constructors  are  now 
connected  with  it.  I  did  not  concur  in  that  view. 
I  believed  that  the  safest  and  best  way  was  to  ap- 
point naval  officers  of  some  grade,  either  of  the 
line  or  staff,  to  fulfill  these  duties,  and  I  reasoned 
from  analogy  as  well  as  from  experience.  What 
would  be  thought  of  selecting  quurtermaatersand 
commissaries  to  supply  your  Ariny  from  civil 
life  alone,  not  making  them  military  officers  at 
all, giving  ihem  no  commission, not  making  them 
responsible  before  a  militory  tribunal  for  any  of 


theirconduct?  And  what,  pray,  is  aNavyagent 
but  a  quartermaster,  and  what  is  a  naval  store- 
keeper but  an  ordnance  or  military  storekeeper, 
each  of  whom  is  subordinate  and  subject  to  mili- 
tary law  for  their  conduct? 

There  being  a  difference  of  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject between  myself  and  those  with  whom  Icon- 
suited,  I  concluded  in  this  respect  lo  carry  out 
my  own  view.  But  that  was  the  matter  of  small- 
est consequence  in  the  whole  bill.  The  eighth 
section  of  the  bill  is  in  these  words: 

That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  roqulringbidstobemade 
in  classes  of  articles  of  supply,  or  tliat  require  all  of  tho  arti- 
cles enumerated  in  a  class  to  be  accepted  aa  an  entire  bid, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Under  the  present  system  bids  are  submitted 
in  classes.  Suppose  the  Government  wants  a 
large  quantity  of  various  descriptions  of  iron.  An 
order  comes  from  the  Navy  Department  to  the. 
commandant  of  the  yard  to  know  how  much  and 
what  descriptions  of  iron  will  be  needed  at  that 
yard  for  the  next  year.  The  commandant  says 
to  the  master  blacksmith,  "  Fill  out  a  schedule  of 
these  articles  and  a  description  of  them."  The  con- 
tractor goes  to  the  master  blacksmith  and  cor- 
rupts him.  He  bribes  him,  and  gets  him  to  make 
a  schedule  certifying  that  he  will  need,  for  in- 
stance, a  thousand  pounds  of  one  inch  square 
iron,  and  ten  thousand  pounds  of  two  inch  square 
iron.  Thecontractorthereupoii  bids  for  thelargest 
article  the  smallest  amount;  for  instance,  a  quar- 
ter of  a  cent;  for  that  of  which  the  smallest  amount 
is  to  be  furnished  he  bids  eight  cents,  the  average 
price  of  iron  being  four  cents.  Having  this  per- 
fect understanding  with  the  master  blacksmith, 
when  the  contractor  is  required  to  fill  his  con- 
tract, and  to  go  on  as  they  are  required  lo  do, 
and  fill,  ill  addition  to  the  amount  originally  stip- 
ulated in  the  contract,  any  more  of  that  descrip- 
tion of  iron  that  is  required,  only  a  very  small 
portion  of  this  quarter  cent  iron  will  be  called  for, 
while  enormous  quantities  of  the  eight  cent  iron 
will  be  called  for.  Thus  the  Government  is  de- 
frauded. So  it  is  in  regard  lo  lumber,  and  so  it 
is  in  regard  to  every  article  of  supply  that  is  fur- 
nished to  the  Navy  Department. 

Why,  Mr.  President,  i  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity within  a  few  days  of  looking  into  this  sub- 
ject. 1  have  seen  how  these  naval  contractors, 
under  the  present  system,  corrupt  the  officers  of 
the  Government — I  mean  the  subordinate  officers 
of  the  Government;  I  mean  the  master  workmen 
in  the  various  navy-yards  of  this  country — by 
presents  and  by  promises.  I  have  seen,  in  the 
handwriting  of  a  contractor,  a  statement  of  the 
amount  that  he  received  in  one  single  item  of  cop- 
per, where,  by  collusion  with  the  master  me- 
chanic, the  Go  vernment  had  been  charged  an  over- 
weight by  which  there  was  received  upward  of 
5^1,000,  and  that  was  divided  into  three  parts  be- 
tween the  men  who  were  in  collusion  to  corrupt 
the  officer  and  to  cheat  the  Government.  But  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  re- 
ports to  the  Senate  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
any  change  of  this  description  of  dealing,  fhia 
bill  goes  on  to  declare: 

That  if  any  contractor  for  naval  supplies  shall  defraud, 
or  attempt  to  defraud,  the  Government. by  false  eoun;, 
measure,  weight,  or  quality  of  tlie  article  to  bu  supplied, 
or  procure,  or  attempt  to  procure,  the  same  to  be  done,  or 
shall  directly  or  indirectly  give,  or  offer  to  give,  to  any  ofS- 
cer,  employ^,  or  servant  of  tlie  Nuvy  Duparlmenl  con- 
nected with  the  purchasing,  Inspecting,  and  custody  of  na- 
val supplies,  or  to  any  member  of  tlie  family  of  any  such 
officer,  employ*,  or  servant,  any  bribe  or  present  of  any 
kind  or  description,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  or  ohall  of- 
fer, promise,  or  threaten  to  procure  the  removal,  transfer, 
or  promotion  of  any  such  officer,  employ*,  or  servant,  he 
shall,  on  conviction  before  a  naval  courl-marlial,  be  im- 
prisoned at  hard  labor  in  some  penitentiary  In  Uie  United 
Slates  for  n  period  not  exceeding  five  years,  and  fined  iu  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $10,000. 

This  bill  also  proposes  to  repeal  the  law  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  Navy  agents;  and 
why?  ido  not  know  but  there  may  be  honest 
Navy  agents;  I  will  not  say  but  that  there  are;  I 
hope  and  believe  that  there  are  some;  but  I  say 
that  under  the  present  system  we  have  no  possi- 
ble control  over  them,  and  I  would  get  control  of 
them  in  some  way.  We  have  no  control  over  our 
naval  storekeeper,  and  I  would  secure  control  over 
him.  I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  a  life 
commission  and  the  epaulets  on  the  shoulders 
of  a  man  who  has  been  reared  to  believe  that  honor 
is  the  highest  consideration  of  any  man  and  offi- 
cer, is  a  greater  guarantee  to  theQovernmcntthaii 
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nil  the  bonds  that  you  could  pile  into  the  Capitol 
of-the  nation. 

Under  the  present  system  if  anything  is  wanted 
at  a  navy-yard  the  Navy  a^ent  directs  the  con- 
tractor to  procure  it.  For  instance,  there  is  the 
article  of  Massey  's  logs  that  are  used  on  our  ships, 
and  which  are  manufactured  at  New  York.  Tiie 
place  where  they  are  sold  is  on  Broadway.  They 
are  sold  there  at  the  price  of  twenty  dollars. 
When  we  wanted  some  of  them  the  order  to  fur- 
nish them  was  given  to  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Scofiold,  and  they  were  furnished  to  the  Govern- 
.rncnt  at  the  price  of  thirty-six  dollars.  The  Naval 
Committee  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  abolish 
the  system  under  which  this  is  done! 

The  article  of  pressed  liair,  wiiicli  the  manu- 
facturer and  patentee  offered  to  furnish  to  the 
Government  for  ten  cents  a  pound,  was  furnished 
to  tlie  Government  by  one  of  these  naval  con- 
tractors who  are  to  be  protected  by  the  action  of 
the  Naval  Committee,  or  rather  by  its  chairman, 
at  nineteen  cents  a'pound. 

The  bill  which  1  nitroduced  required  that  all 
articles  such  as  oil  should  be  analyzed.  During 
the  last  two  years  and  a  half  we  have  been  pay- 
ing from  $1  75  to  ^2  50  a  gallon  for  sperm  oil. 
1  honestly  believe  we  have  not  had  in  the  public 
service  a  gallon  of  sperm  oil  during  that  whole 
time.  It  lias  turned  out  by  an  investigation  that 
has  been  gone  into  that  a  portion  of  the  oil  for 
which  we  paid  $1  69  was  [irocured  by  the  contract- 
or at  eighty  cents,  and  was  almost  entirely  lard 
oil  mixed  with  a  little  sperm. 

But  the  Commiitee  on  Naval  Affairs,  or  rather 
its  chairman,  does  notthink  that  the  present  sys- 
tem should  be  abolished!  Rethinks  that  the 
present  system  has  operated  well,  is  well  calcu- 
lated to  ellect  the  objects  sought  to  be  attained, 
namely,  "  supplying  the  Navy  at  reasonable 
prices  with  the  best  articles  demanded  for  the  ser- 
vice !" 

There  is  another  provision  in  this  bill  that  I 
think  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  that  is  in  relation 
to  corrupting  agents  and  employes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; 

'J'liat  ifany  officer,  cinplnyiS,  or  servant  connected  witli 
or  ill  tiio  Piiiployiiioiitof  tlieNavy  Dep<iitnieiit>or any  officer 
or  a^'i'tit  llnrt'of  in  any  navy-yard  or  slsewJierc,  sliall  de- 
frand,  or  attempt  or  be  privy  to  any  attempt  to  defraud  said 
Di'paruneiit  liy  false  count,  measure,  weight,  quanti'ty,  or 
quality  of  naval  supply,  lie  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof 
before  a  naval  coun-inarlial,  bo  fined  in  any  sum  not  px- 
cccdins  $H),(JCO,  and  be  irni)risonc'd  in  some  penitentiary 
in  the  LTiiited  Slates  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

The  extensive  house  of  Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co., 
one  of  the  largest  houses  in  tlie  United  States,  said 
that  until  a  few  days  ago  they  were  utterly  unable 
to  furnish  to  the  Navy  Department  a  single  article 
ill  their  line;  and  wliy?  They  proposed  to  fur- 
nish the  article  of  tin  at'the  lovi'est  figure  that  it 
could  be  bought  for  anywhere.  1  think  at  one 
time  they  proposed  to  furnish  it  at  twenty-nine 
cents.  A  naval  contractor  came  to  them  and 
bought  that  same  lot  of  tin  at  twenty-nine  cents. 
He  turned  it  into  the  Navy  at  the  navy-yard  pro- 
fessedly for  twenty-seven  cents.  How  did  he 
make  his  profit.'  By  corrupting  the  agent  who 
was  to  receive  it,  the  master  mechanic  who  was 
to  receive  it,  and  cheating  the  Government  in  false 
weight.  What  control  has  the  Government  over 
these  master  mechanics?  None  whatever.  They 
can  be  dismissed  from  the  jiublic  service,  but  they 
liave  their  ill-gotten  gains  in  their  pockets,  and 
they  set  us  at  defiance.  1  propose  by  this  bill  to 
put  them  under  martial  law,  and  to  declare  that 
if  they  arc  convicted  of  any  such  offense  as  that, 
they  shall  be  incarcerated  in  the  penitentiary  in 
addition  to  being  dismisiied.  But  tiie  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  says  that 

"The  system  sought  lo  be  overthrown  has  been  In  opcr- 
ntion,  as  before  slated,  for  more  th:ui  half  a  century,  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  yoi.r  coniniittee,  lias  operated  well,  and 
is  well  eakniaud  loe/leot llieobjici  sought  to  be  atlained, 
namely, supplying  the  Navy  at  reasonable  prices  with  the 
best  articles  demainlcd  for  the  service!" 

Mr.  President,  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire rose  the  other  day  in  his  place  and  said: 

"1  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  ilie  Senate  for  ii  single 
moment  to  a  personal  matter.    1  find  inytelf,  in  the  pro- 
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eeedings  of  the  Senate  yesterday,  charged  with  a  misstate- 
ment, a  falsehood.     I  will  read  it  from  the  Globe: 

'"Mr.  Grimes.  When  I  Introduced  this  bill  lliis morn- 
ing, 1  stated  that  if  there  was  any  objection  to  its  imme- 
diate consideration  I  would  not  [iress  the  bill  at  this  time. 
There  was  no  objection.  Tlie  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire says  that  he  objected.' 

"  I  do  not  ask  anyUiing." 

Oh,  no;  lie  did  not  ask  anything.  I  am  only 
astonished  that  at  this  place,  in  imitation  of  his 
great  prototype,  Uriah  Heep,hedid  notuttersome 
of  his  usual  tieclarations  of  extreme  humility. 

"I  simply  want  to  call  attention  to  this  breach  of  parlia- 
mentary privilege  and  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  andiiaving 
done  tliat,  I  liave  done." 

Mr.  President,  when  Trose  in  my  place  to  reply 
to  tlie  Senator,  by  a  sort  of  sharp  practice  he  re- 
fused to  give  way  to  me  until  he  had  submitted 
a  large  quantity  o'f  documents  as  reports.  Now, 
what  were  the  facts.'  What  I  did  say  and  what 
the  Senator  pretended  to  quote  was  this: 

"When  I  introduced  this  bill  this  morning  I  stated  that 
if  there  was  any  objection  to  its  iniincdiate  consideration 
I  would  not  press  the  bill  at  this  time.  There  was  no  ob- 
jection. The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  says  that  lie 
objected,  but  nobody  heard  him  until  after  liC  had  made  a 
speech  on  the  subject  of  the  bill." 

The  Senator  cuts  one  of  my  sentences  in  two 
in  the  middle,  quotes  the  first  part  of  it  and  does 
not  quote  the  qualifying  part;  a  specimen  of  pet- 
tifogging that  would  do  credit  to  the  most  acute 
practitioner  at  the  Old  Bailey  bar.  Did  1  tell  the 
truth, or  did  I  not.'  I  asserted  that  "the  Senator- 
from  New  Hampshire  says  that  he  objected,  but 
nobody  heard  him  until  after  he  had  madeaspeech 
on  the  subject  of  the  bill."  That  was  the  fact, 
and  the  record  shows  it.  I  introduced  the  bill 
and  explained  it;  stated  that  if  there  was  any  ob- 
jection to  its  immediate  consideration  1  would  not 
press  it.  The  Senator  rose  in  his  place  and  then 
commenced  one  of  his  usual  attacks  on  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  by  attempting  to  prove  that 
there,  was  either  a  sufficient  number  of  seamen 
or  else  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  dere- 
lict in  his  duty  in  not  procuring  them,  by  telling 
us  about  Mr.  Kasson's  having  applied  for  the 
opening  of  a  recruiting  rendezvous  in  the  State 
of  Iowa.  After  he  had  got  through,  the  Presid- 
ing Officer  said,  "Is  there  any  objection  to  the 
present  consideration  of  this  bill?" 

"Mr.  Hale.     I  object  to  its  consideration  this  morning. 

"Mr.  Grimes.  I  liope  the  Senator  will  withdraw  his 
objection  until  I  make  a  statement. 

"Mr.  Hale.    Certainly." 

I  then  commenced  to  explain  wliy  it  was  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  declined  to  allow 
a  recruitingTendezvous  to  be  opened  in  the  State 
of  Iowa.  While  I  was  speaking,  my  friend  on 
ray  right,  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr. 
Foster,]  suggested  to  me  that  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampsliire  had  no  right  to  object  at  that 
stage  of  the  proceedings,  because  he  had  gone  on 
and  debated  the  bill.  I  said  to  the  Chair,  "  1  un- 
derstand from  my  friend  who  sits  at  my  side,  [Mr. 
Foster,]  that  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
has  no  right  to  object  to  the  consideration  of  this 
bill  after  having  gone  on  and  debated  it."  There- 
upon the  Chair  decided,  I  think  the  same  Presid- 
ing Officer  wlio  now  occupies  the  chair,  th^  "  the 
debate  having  proceeded  so  long  without  objec- 
tion, the  Chair  must,  if  that  point  is  raised,  liold 
that  the  right  to  object  was  waived  by  the  pro- 
tracted debate  which  has  taken  place,  and  the  bill 
is  before  the  Senate  as  in  Commiitee  of  the  Whole, 
and  open  to  amendment." 

To  show  that  I  was  correct  in  saying  that  the 
Senator  did  not  object  until  after  he  had  made  his 
speech,  I  will  call  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire himself  upon  the  stand,  and  his  testimony 
maybe  taken  for  whatever  Senators  may  deem  it 
to  be  worth: 

"  Mr.  Hale.  In  justice  to  myself,  I  desire  to  say  a  sin- 
gle word. 

"  When  this  bill  was  introduced,  I  objected  to  its  consid- 
eration.  The  Senator  from  Iowa  asked  me  to  withdraw  it." 

Withdraw  the  objection  after  he  had  made  his 
speech.     Neither  the  record  nor  himsi^lf  pretends 
that  he  made  any  objection  at  any  other  time. 
"  I  objected   lo   its  consideration.    The  Senator  from 


Iowa  asked  me  to  withdraw  it  to  enable  him  to  make  an 
explanation,  which  I  did.  and  then  it  was  decided  thai  it 
was  too  late  for  me  to  make  thoohjection." 

Too  late  after  heliadmade  his  .speech.  I  then 
said  that  nobody  heard  him  obfect  until  after  he 
had  made  the  speech.  He  does  not  him.'jelf  [ire- 
tend  that  he  did  make  the  objection  until  afier  ho 
had  made  the  speech.  But  in  order  to  raise  an 
issue  with  me,  the  Senator  comes  in  here  and 
rises  to  a  personal  explanation  and  garbles  and 
cuts  in  two  one  of  my  sentences.  That  specimen 
of  management,  that  conduct  if  done  by  the  pen, 
would  be  regarded  as  moral  forgery.  Having 
been  uttered  here  in  the  Senate,  it  perhaps  does 
not  become  me  to  apply  the  epiihet  that  I  think 
belongsjo  it. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  done  now,  I  trust  forever, 
with  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  I  hope 
that  I  sliall  never  have  occasion  to  notice  him 
again;  but  it  would  be  well  for  that  Senator  to 
remeiTiber  hereafter  that  non-resistance  is  not  one 
of  the  tenets  of  my  faith.  I  will  make  another 
pledge  to  the  Senate  that  hereafter,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  amendment  which  I  propo.'^e  to 
ofier  to  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  I  will  not 
annoy  them  with  anything  connected  with  naval 
matters,  but  will  content  myself  with  recording 
my  votes  upon  subjects  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  read  somewhere,  I  do 
not  know  exactly  where,  that  sportsmen  having 
colts  in  training  for  the  race,  take  them  out  and 
exercise  them  around  the  course  in  the  morning 
so  that  they  may  be  fit  for  the  more  arduous' 
duties  of  the  race  when  it  comes  on.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Iowa  seems  to  have  subjected  himscl? 
to  such  discipline  as  that  in  regard  to  me.  He 
hardly  thinks  he  is  fit  to  go  on  with  the  duties  of 
the  day  until  he  has  had  a  tilt  at  me.  I  will  leave 
him  all  he  makes  by  it.  I  have  but  very  little  to 
say  in  reply  to  this  labored  effort.  When  t!u^ 
Senator's  bill  which  he  lauds  so  much  comes  up 
I  shall  endee..vor  to  defend  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee as  well  as  I  may.  No  doubt  the  Senate 
and  the  country  will  exceedingly  regret  that  tho 
Senator  is  not  to  make  any  more  speeches  on 
these  subjects.  I  hope,  however,  that  the  coun- 
try will  survive  it,  and  that  the  rebellion  will  be 
squelched,  not  withstanding. 

One  word,  sir,  in  regard  to.  the  personal  attack 
which  he  makes  upon  me  with  reference  to  the. 
report  made  the  other  day,  in  regard  to  which  he 
intimates  that  he  has  polled  the  committee.  The 
bill  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  at  a  meeting  when  there  was  a  majority 
present,  though  the  Senator  from  Iowa  was  ab- 
sent, and  the  committee  came  to  a  unanimous  con- 
clusion and  instructed  me  to  draw  the  report,  and 
I  drew  it  in  accordance  with  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  committee.  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  the 
practice  when  such  a  course  as  that  is  taken  for 
the  report  always  to  be  submitted  to  the  commit- 
tee after  the  committee  have  come  to  a  conclusion 
and  instructed  a  member  to  draw  a  report.  In 
that,  liowever,  I  may  be  mistalcen;  but  in  this 
matter  1  was  a  little  more  careful  than  that,  not- 
withstanding the  asseveration  of  the  Senator  from 
Iowa.  I  drew  up  about  half  the  report  and  read 
it  to  the  committee.  After  it  was  all  finished  I 
then  submitted  it  to  another  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  asked  me  if  there  was  anything  dif- 
ferent from  what  was  read  before,  and  I  told  hini 
not,  and  he  declined  to  read  it. 

So  much  for  the  manner  in  which  the  commit- 
tee have  been  treated  by  me.  I  had  supposed 
that  the  Naval  Committee,  if  their  rights  were 
aggrieved  by  any  assumplion  of  the  chairman, 
were  competent  to  take  care  of  themselves.  I 
have  stated  the  fact,  the  simple  fact;  and  the  dif- 
ficulty in  that  report,  and  the  only  difficulty  in  it, 
is  that  it  is  true  every  word  of  it;  and  the  reason 
that  the  facts  were  presented  to  the  Senate  was 
simply  this:  after  1  cainc  to  this  result  I  desired 
to  present  to  the  Senate  a  brief  argument  against 
a  course  of  Icgislalion  which  I  thought  was  im- 
provident, iriegular,  and  unwise,  and  u|ion  look- 
ing it  over  I  ihouglit  I  could  l)ei>t  do  it  by  a  sim- 
ple narration  of  the  facts  which  occurred  in  ihe 
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Senate  Chamber,  and  that  is  tlie  reason  why  I 
did  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  found  out  one  thingthis  morn- 
ing which  is  some  relief  to  me,  and  I  am  glad  to 
find  it  out;  and  that  is  tiie  cause  of  offense  which 
has  prevented  the  country,  the  Naval  Committee, 
the  Senate,  tiie  Congress,  and  the  cause  of  the 
country  from  receiving  the  distinguished  ser- 
vices of  the  Senator  from  Iowa  upon  tlie  Naval 
Committee.  It  is  liiat  lie  did  not  have  sufficient 
influence  upon  the  committee;  that  the  chairman 
was  overbearing,  usurped  the  whole,  and  did 
everything  iiis  own  way,  and  of  course  therefore 
the  Senator  from  Iowa  did  not  have  that  consider- 
ation to  which  he  was  entitled.  Notwitiistand- 
ingthe  vituperation  with  which  he  has  assailed  me, 
notwithstanding  the  covert  attacks — no,  hardly 
covert,  the  open  attacks  upon  my  veracity,  the 
various  flings  he  has  made,  and  the  exhibition  of 
good  temper  and  amiability  which  he  has  given 
this  morning,  I  want  to  say  that  when  the  Sena- 
tor was  upon  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
and  met  there,  so  far  was  I  from  engrossing  the 
affairs  of  the  commi,ttee,  that  the  most  important 
changes  that  were  made  in  the  naval  laws  during 
the  last  Congress,  and  they  wore  very  important, 
were  made  by  bills  introduced  into  the  Senate  and 
which  I  never  saw  or  heard  a  word  of  until  after 
they  were  introduced;  and  even  in  some  cases, 
where  mattei-s  had  been  specially  referred  to  a 
joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  was  not  even  there  consulted,  and  when 
I  came  to  call  the  committee  together  I  found  that 
they  had  agreed  on  their  bills  and  reported  them, 
and  I  never  saw  sonne  of  them  until  they  were  in- 
troduced into  the  Senate.  I  believe  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  did  not  exhibit  anything  more  than 
his  usual  modesty  in  the  discussions  of  the  naval 
bills;  and  I  would  stand  or  fall  by  the  assertion 
of  every  member  who  was  on  the  committee  that 
there  was  more  consideration  paid  to  the  views  of 
the  Senator  from  Iowa  than  all  the  other  mem- 
bers put  together. 

One  word,  sir,  in  regard  to  what  I  thought  was 
not  very  assuming.  At  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  when  the  matter  of  organizing  the 
committees  was  under  discussion,  1  went  to  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Mor- 
gan] and  told  him  that  I  thought,  considering  the 
Bizc  of  the  State  of  New  York,  its  commercial  in- 
terests, its  relation  to  the  Navy  and  to  all  that  was 
to  be  protected  by  the  Navy,  it  was  due  to  his 
State  that  he  should  have  the  place  of  head  of  that 
committee,  and  that  if  he  would  accept  it  I  would 
gladly  withdraw  and  use  what  little  influence  I 
had  to  give  him  the  place.  But  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  looks  upon  that  act  as  an  act  of  atrocity 
second  only  to  the  attempted  corruption  of  the 
Saviour  of  the  world  by  the  enemy  of  souls.  It 
seems  to  mc  that  he  must  have  had  rather  an  ex- 
aggerated idea  of  the  consequence  that  was  to  be 
attached  to  what  I  proposed  to  do  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  I  proposed  to  do  it. 

Mr.  President,  I  regret  this  as  much  as  any- 
body; butwhile  that  venom  existed  in  the  heart 
of  the  Senator  it  was  better  that  it  should  come 
out,  and  come  out  as  it  has  this  morning,  openly, 
and  before  the  Senate  and  before  the  world.  But, 
sir,  the  Senator  was  not  content  with  all  that,  and 
was  not  willing  to  let  this  thing  go  with  such  an 
exhibition  as  this  without  winding  u|)  with  a 
threat.  I  can  tell  the  Senator  that  I  value  his 
threat  just  exactly  as  much  as  I  do  his  speech; 
and  if  I  thought  it  could  influence  me  to  utter  a 
word  or  to  hold  my  tongue  from  the  utterance  of 
a  single  syllable,  1  should  look  upon  myself  as 
the  meanest  wretch  that  ever  crawled  into  this 
place.  No,  sir,  his  threat — 1  will  notcharacierize 
It  nor  designate  it.  1  do  not  know  that  it  is  not 
becoming  the  decorum  of  debate  and  the  proprie- 
ties of  tlie  place,  and  in  entire  accordance  with 
what  he  considers  due  to  good  taste  and  the  de- 
corum and  propriety  of  the  body.  He  gives  no- 
tice that  with  me  he  is  done.  I  am  glad  of  it, 
entirely  glad  of  it.  If  there  is  a  man  on  this  broad 
footstool  of  God  that  has  cause  of  offense  against 
mc,  it  is  of  his  sec'king.  If  there  is  a  human  being 
that  has  ever  sudercd  wrong  at  my  hand,  let  it 
have  been  ever  so  unintcntiotuil,  that  1  have  not 
been  anxious  and  earnest  and  prompt  to  redress, 
I  do  not  know  it.  The  Senator  may  choose  his 
own  position  and  keep  it;  I  shall  pursue  mine.  I 
shall  not  descend  or  condeaccnd  to  personalities. 


let  them  be  heaped  upon  me  as  they  may;  and  if 
in  the  course  of  the  session  the  Senator's  moral  or 
mental  health  should  be  such  as  to  require  such 
another  ebullition  as  he  has  given  this  morning,  I 
shall  content  myself  with  letting  it  pass  in  silence. 
One  word  more,  sir,  before  I  sit  down.  The 
Senator  and  I  disagree  in  regard  to  another  report 
that  I  made.  The  Senator  thinks  that  there  is 
great  corruption  in  the  Navy  Department.  So  do 
1.  We  agree  there.  Where  does  he  think  it  is.' 
He  thinks  it  is  among  the  mechanics,  the  black- 
smiths, and  the  employes  taken  from  the  middle 
classes.  Mr.  President,  when  the  truth  comes  to 
be  known,  when  the  facts  come  to  be  seen,  it  will 
be  found  that  you  will  have  to  go  a  little  higher 
than  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  or  mechanics  to 
reach  the  guilty  parties.  I  will  go  further,  and 
say  that  when  you  examine  the  con  tracts  that  have 
been  made,  those  that  have  been  made  in  the  regu- 
lar course  of  business  by  the  Navy  Department  in 
the  legitimate  channels  tflrough  the  Navy  agents, 
and  compare  them  with  those  that  have  been  made 
by  the  Department  outside  of  the  regular  channels, 
you  will  find  that  the  cost  ofthe  latter  purchases  has 
been  at  least  fifty  per  cent.,  I  think,  in  advance  of 
those  that  have  been  made  vvhere  the  regular  course 
of  the  law  has  been  followed.  But,  Mr.  President, 
I  will  not  be  premature  in  discussing  that  subject. 
When  it  comes  up  I  shall  endeavor  to  stand  by 
the  report  of  the  comtnittee. 

ROCK  ISLAND  ARSENAL. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  move  to  take  up  House 
bill  No.  206. 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  hope  we  shall  be  allowed  to 
present  petitions. 

Mr.PESSENDEN.  The  morning houris  now 
'passed,  and  I  desire,  after  the  long  delay  vi^hich 
has  been  interposed,  to  be  permitted  to  take  up 
the  naval  appropriation  bill  to-day.  1  must  ob- 
ject to  the  taking  up  of  any  other  bill,  but  I  am 
willing  to  allow  a  few  minutes  for  morning  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  It  will  take  but  a  short  time 
to  dispose  of  the  bill  which  I  wish  to  take  up. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     What  is  the  bill.' 

Mr.  HOWARD.  It  is  the  bill  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  of  the  arsenal  at  Rock  Island. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Of  course  there  will  be 
debate  on  that.     There  was  the  other  day. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  There  will  be  but  a  very 
short  debate,  1  think. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  must  object  to  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Chair 
will  receive  petitions. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  COWAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, a  memorial  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia, Wilmington,  and  Baltimore  Railroad 
Company,  and  two  memorials  of  citizens  of  Phil- 
adelphia, remonstrating  against  the  extension  of 
the  patents  of  Charles  Goodyear  for  the  manu- 
facture of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Oflice. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  suitable  pier  at  Lewes,  in  the  State  of 
Delaware;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Phil- 
adelphia, praying  for  increased  railroad  facilities 
between  the  cities  of  New  Y&rk  and  Philadelphia; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Adams  Express  Company,  praying  for  the  issue 
of  Treasury  notes  in  the  place  of  Treasury  notes 
lost  by  that  company  by  the  sinking  of  the 
steamer  Bio  Bio  at  New  Orleans  on  the  22(1  day 
of  March,  1863;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  three  petitions  of  citizens  of 
Michigan,  praying  that  a  duty  of  nut  less  than 
ten  cents  per  pound  be  levied  upon  all  wool  of 
foreign  production  imported  into  the  United 
Slates;  which  were  referred  to  theCommiltee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  two  petitions  of  wo- 
men of  Farmington,  New  York,  praying  for  the 


abolition  of  slavery  throughouttheUnited  States, 
and  the  adoption  of  measures  for  so  amending  the 
Constitution  as  forever  to  prohibitits  existence  in 
any  portion  of  our  comfhon  country;  which  were 
referred  to  the  select  committee  on  slavery  and 
freedmen. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  women  of  On- 
tario county.  New  York,  praying  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  all  persons  of  African  descetitheld  to 
involuntary  service  or  labor  in  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  on 
slavery  and  freedmen. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK  presented  the  petition  of  Jon- 
athan Ball,  praying  for  an  extension  of  his  patent 
for  an  improved  mode  of  coating  the  interior  side 
of  metallic  water-pipes  with  hydraulic  cement; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  praying  for  the  creation  of  a  new 
district  court  of  the  United  States  to  be  held  at 
the  port  of  New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HARRIS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  praying  for  the  creation  of  a  new 
district  court  of  the  United  States  to  be  held  at 
the  p#rt  of  New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Eliza 
Donnelly,  the  mother,  and  Miss  Sarah  Donnelly, 
the  sister  of  Colonel  Dudley  Donnelly,  who  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain  on  the  9th 
of  August,  1862,  praying  for  a  pension;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WILLEY  presented  the  petition  of  Alfred 
A.  Belknap,  a  paymaster  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  all  responsi- 
bility for  a  certain  sum  of  money  belonging  to 
the  United  States  which  was  stolen  from  him  at 
the  city  of  New  York  on  the  11th  of  April,  1863; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  NESMITH  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Napoleon  Walton,  praying  that  aid  may  be 
given  to  him  in  the  construction  of  a  pneumatic 
Eerograph  from  the  waters  of  the  Missouri  river 
to  San  Francisco,  California,  or  Portland,  Ore- 
gon; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Pacific  Railroad. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  present  to  the  Senate  the 
first  annual  report  of  the  National  Academy  of 
Sciences,  and  move  that  five  hundred  copies  be 
printed. 

The  motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Prir>ting. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  present  the  petition  of  Brain- 
erds&  Co.  and  others,  residents  of  Portland,  Con- 
necticut, representing  that  they  are  interested  in 
the  business  of  quarrying  and  transporting  Con- 
necticut freestone  to  various  sections  of  the  Union ; 
that  by  the  present  reciprocity  treaty,  which  will 
continue  in  force  until  September,  1865, and  lon- 
ger unless  notice  be  given ,  crude  stone  and  marble 
is  introduced  into  the  United  States  from  Canada 
free  of  duty;  and  that  under  that  treaty  also,  by 
a  misapprehension  of  its  terms,  stone  which  is  to 
a  certain  extent  worked  is  also  introduced  free 
of  duty  in  a  condition  forbuilding  purposes.  The 
petition  prays  that  that  treaty  may  be  abrogated 
and  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  abolish  the  jires- 
ent  practice  under  it.  I  present  also  the  petition 
of  E.  M.  Muhland  and  others,  of  Middlesex 
county,  Connecticut,  on  the  same  subject.  1  move 
their  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

IIOUSB  DILLS  REFERRED. 

The  following  bills  and  joint  resolutions  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  were  severally  read 
twice  by  their  titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  be- 
low: 

A  bill  (No.  383)  to  incorporate  "  the  home  for 
friendless  women  and  children" — to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  bill  (No.  388)  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Wil- 
liams— to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  GO)  referring  the  case 
of  James  H.  McCulloch  to  the  Court  of  Claims — 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  61)  referring  the  case 
of  Charles  Wilkes  to  the  Court  of  Claims— to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  62)  for  the  relief  of  A. 
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S.  Clark,  postmaster  at  Hi\irisoii,  Ohio — to  the 
Commiitco  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEf:S. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  251)  to  organize  a  rrgimcnt  of 
veteran  volunteer  engineers,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  WADE.  The  committee  on  the  coniluct 
of  the  war,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  and  circumstances  attending  the 
recent  military  expedition  into  Florida,  have  in- 
structed me  to  make  a  report  and  to  ask  that  the 
report  and  accompanying  evidence  be  printed. 
As  it  will  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
Bentatives  and  for  the  Senate  also,  I  move  that 
five  thousand  extra  copies  be  printed. 

The  usual  number  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  the  motion  to  print  extra  copies  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printins:. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE,  from"  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  cominu- 
jiication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  providing  means  of  subsistence  for  the  Nav- 
ajo Indians  of  New  Mexico,  upon  a  reservation 
at  the  Bosque  Redondo,  on  the  Pecos  river,  and 
recommending  an  appropriation  to  effect  the  ob- 
jects contemplated,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  226) 
to  aid  in  the  settlement,  subsistence,  and  support 
of  .the  Navajo  Indian  captivo^s  upon  a  reserva- 
tion in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

LICENSES  TO  INDIAN  TR.\DERS. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  bo  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolisliing  the 
present  system  of  licensing  Indian  traders,  to  report  by 
bill  or  otiierwise. 

RILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 

A  message  fi'om  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Nicolay,  hisSecretary,  announced 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  ap- 
proved and  signed,  on  the  8th  instant,  the  follow- 
ing acts: 

An  act  (S.  No.  79)  to  incorporate  the  Provi- 
dence hospital  of  the  city  of  Washington,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia; 

An  act  (S.  No.  80)  to  provide  for  -the  better 
organization  of  Indian  affairs  in  California; 

An  act  (S.  No.  82)  concerning  notaries  public 
for  the  District  of  Columbia;  • 

An  act  (S.  No.  155)  to  incorporate  the  Union 
Gas-Light  Company  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and 

An  act  (S.  No.  163)  to  authorize  the  Columbia 
Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind 
to  confer  degrees. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FESSENDEN,  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  151)  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1865. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance was  to  strike  out  the  clause  in  lines  eleven 
and  twelve:  "For  the  construction  and  repair  of 
vessels  of  the  Navy,  $26,300,000,"  and  in  lieu  of 
these  words  to  insert  the  following: 

Fur  repair  and  maintenance  of  vessels  of  the  Navy,  la- 
bor, materials,  and  stores,  $11,500,000. 

For  tlic  completion  of  sixteen  fast  steam  screw  steam- 
shlpsof-war,  ,5'7,200,000. 

For  the  purchase,  construction,  and  repairs  of  vessels, 
nialerials,  and  labor,  for  tiie  western  waters,  $4,000,000. 

For  tlie  purchase  and  charter  of  vessels  for  naval  and 
JilocUading  purposes,  $'3,000,000. 

For  extra  labor,  expense  of  repairs,  &c.,  on  foreign 
stations,  %()0n,O0n. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  say  to  the  Senate 
that  these  items  are  simply  a  specification  of  the 
various  amounts  included  in  the  gross  sum  ap- 
propriated by  the  House  of  Representatives.  It 
IS  making  the  appropriation  specific. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amondmont  was  to  insert  the  words 
"  thecomplt-tion  of"  before  the  word  "  armored," 
in  line  twenty-five;  so  as  to  make  the  clause  read: 

For  the  completion  of  armored-platrd  vcksoIs,  $3,600,00(1, 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  next  amendment  was  in  lineseventy-two, 
after  the  word  "  houses,"  to  insert  "  in  the  navy- 
yards,"  so  as  to  make  the  appropriation  for  that 
item  "  for  furniture  for  Government  offices  and 
houses  in  the  navy-yards." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  reduce  theappro- 
priation  for  contingent  expenses  of  the  Bureau  of 
Equipment  and  Recruiting,  from  |1,500,000  to 
|S1,250,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hundred 
and  forty-nine,  after  the  word  "quarters"  to 
insert  "  in  the  barracks,"  so  as  to  make  that 
item  "  furniture  for  officers"  (of  marines)  "qiAar- 
ters  in  the  barracks." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hundred 
and  seventy-one,  to  strike  out  the  word  "moving" 
before  the  wortl  "piers,"  and  insert  the  word 
"mooring." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  is  another  little 
amendment  needed  in  that  item  to  make  the  mean- 
ing clear.  It  now  reads  "  barracks  and  guard- 
house, Seavey's  Island."  The  comma  after 
"  house"  should  be  stricken  out  and  the  word 
"on"inserted,so  as  to  read  "barracks  and  guard- 
house on  Seavey's  Island." 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  That  amend- 
ment-will  be  made.  r 

The  next  amendment  was  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation fsr  the  different  objects  at  the  New  York 
navy-yard  from  ^19,315  to  $669,315,  and  to 
Klrike  out  the  words  "and  for  commencing  wet 
basin  on  cob  dock." 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  An  appropriation  of 
§50,000  was  recommended  for  commencing  a  cob 
dock,  which  it  will  probably  take  a  considerable 
number  of  years  to  complete. 

The  committee  thought  it  was  not  advisable  to 
commence  a  work  of  that  description  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  have  therefore  reported  this  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  from 
the  objects  of  appropriation  for  the  Washington 
n  nvv-yard  "marine  railway  in  west  ship-house," 
and  10  reduce  the  appropriation  from  $229,465  to 
$149,465. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

1*henext  amendment  was  to  add  to  the  appro- 
priations for  hospitals  the  following: 

Mare  Island,  California : 

For  completion  of  hospital,  $75,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  state  to  the  Senate 
that  $25,000  has  been  heretofore  appropriated 
for  the  commencement  of  a  hospital  at  Mare 
Island,  and  a  communication  was  received  by  the 
committee  from  the  head  ofthe  Bureau  of  Med- 
icine and  Surgery  recommending  that  $75,000 
more  be  appropriated  in  order  to  complete  the 
hospital.  His  idea  is  to  put  up  a  brick  building, 
one  that  will  not  cost  a  great  deal  of  money,  or  be 
very  expensive,  but  which  will,  in  his  judgment, 
answer  the  purposes  of  the  service.  "There  is  no 
hospital  there  now.  They  have  heretofore  had 
possession  of  a  vessel,  but  they  have  been  turned 
out  of  that,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  there  should 
be  some  naval  hospital  on  that  coast.  The  com- 
mittee thought  it  advisable  to  make  this  appro- 
priation in  accordance  with  his  recommendation. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was 
in  lines  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  and  two 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  to  strike  outthe  words, 
"  this  appropriation  is  made  upon  the  basis  of 
no  increase  of  salary,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof,  "and  the  salary  of  the  constructing  en- 
gineer at  Mare  Island,  California, shall  be  $3,200 
after  the  close  ofthe  present  fiscal  year;"  so  that 
the  clause  will  read: 

For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constructors,  and  all 
the, civil  cstahlishnients  ofthe  several  navy-yards  and  sta- 
tions, $125,688.  And  the  salary  of  the  constructing  engi- 
neer at  IVIare  Island,  California,  sliall  be  $3,200  after  the 
close  ofthe  present  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     I-think  it  would  be  well 

to  amend  that  amendment  by  inserting  the  word 

"  annual"  iiefore  "  salary."    1  make  that  motion. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.     I  hope  that  amendment  will  not 


be  pressed.  I  think  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  can  accomplish  everything  he 
desires  by  striking  out  ofthe  clause  proposed  to 
be  inserted  the  word  "and,"  and  inserting  the 
word  "  provided."     It  will  then  read: 

This  appropriation  Is  made  upon  the  basis  of  no  increase 
o(  salary:  ProvhleiJ,  Tlie  annual  salary  of  the  constructing 
englneurat  Mare  Island,  California,  shall  be  $3,200  after  the 
close  ofthe  present  fiscal  year. 

That  will  leave  the  section  just  as  he  desires  to 
leave  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  is  no  need  of  the 
word  "provided"thereatall.  The  word  "and"at 
the  beginning  of  the  sentence  is  perfectly  proper; 
"and  the  salary  of  the  constructing  engineer," 
&c. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  hope  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee will  consent  to  have  that  portion  of  the 
amendment  rejected  proposing  to  strike  out  that 
proviso,  and  that  he  will  let  the  words  "  this  ap- 
propriation is  made  upon  the  basis  of  no  increase 
of  salary"  stand  as  they  are. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  objection  to  that 
was  a  matter  of  taste.  We  thought  it  sounded 
rather  like  a  stump  speech.  We  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  to  cover  a  certain  class  of  estimates, 
according  to  the  estimates.  We  do  not  specify 
anything,  and  we  do  not  provide  specifically  by 
those  words  that  no  salary  shall  be  increased^  but 
hero  it  is  proposed  to  say  that  the  appropriation 
is  made  upon  that  basis.  It  is  rather  an  expla- 
nation which  we  though  I  as  a  matter  of  good  taste 
should  be  out  ofthe  bill  rather  than  in  it.  The 
woids  have  no  legal  signification  whatever.  If 
the  Senate  attach  any  particular  importance  to 
them  of  course  I  do  not  care  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  can  state  to  the  Senate  and  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  what  I 
am  told  is  the  fact.  There  are  some  employes  in 
the  navy-yards  who  are  appointed  within  the  dis- 
cretion ofthe  Department  or  of  the  head  of  a  bu- 
reau whose  compensation  is  not  regulated  by  law. 
It  is  proposed  as  I  understand  to  raise  the  salaries 
of  some  of  those  employes  and  possibly  to  leave 
out  some  of  them.  The  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  thought  it  was  better  to  leave 
the  salaries  as  they  are.  I  am  not  very  particu- 
lar as  to  the  form  of  the  proposition.  It  was  put 
in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  words  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  will  notaccomplish  the  object,  if  that 
is  the  object,  because  they  may  pay  just  what 
they  please  out  of  their  whole  appropriation;  but 
it  seems  to  be  a  little  singular  that  we  should  put 
such  a  provision  in  this  bill.  I  understand  the 
Senator  to  say  that  the  compensation  which  is 
now  being  paid  may  be  increased,  and  the  object 
of  putting  this  clause  in  was  to  exclude  the  idea 
that  these  appropriations  were  intended  to  be  used 
for  that  purpose.  I  do  not  see  what  there  is  in 
the  words  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  which 
would  prevent  the  superintendent  from  paying 
that  money  among  his  several  employes  just 
as  he  thought  proper.  You  do  not  fix  by  the  bill 
what  the  superintendent  is  to  get,  what  the  con- 
tractor is  to  get,  or  what  other  persons  employed 
under  them  are  to  receive.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  clause  amounts  to  nothing,  and  I  agree  with 
the  Senator  from  Maine  that  it  is  rather  in  bad 
taste,  certainly  it  is  novel,  to  insert  a  provision 
like  this  in  the  bill.  It  is  really  saying  to  the 
]ieople  of  the  United  States  that  we  do  not  mean 
to  spend  more  money  for  the  purpose  of  salaries 
than  has  heretofore  been  spent;  but  yet  we  give 
as  much  money  as  is  needed.  The  amount  is  the 
thing  in  which  the  country  has  an  interest,  and 
not  the  manner  in  which  that  amount  is  distribu- 
ted as  between  the  different  employes. 

ThePRESlDENTpj-o  tempore.  Thequestion 
is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee 
as  it  has  been,  ainended  on  motion  ofthe  Senator 
from  Maine  by  inserting  the  word  "  annual"  be- 
fore "  salary. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was 
after  line  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  to  strike 
out  the  following  words:         * 

For  pay  of  clerks  in  the  ordnance  department  at  the  sev- 
eral navy-yards  in  lieu  of  the  present  per  diem  pay,  namely: 

For  salary  of  one  clerk  at  I'orLsmouUi,  New  Hampshire, 
navy-yard,  $1,000. 

For  salary  of  one  clerk  at  $1,200,  and  one  at  $1,000  per 
annum,  at  ijoston  navy-yard,  $2,200. 

For  salary  of  one  clerk  at  the  Philadelphia  iiavjr-yard, 
$1,000. 
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Fftr  salary  of  chief  clerk  at  §1,800,  one  olsrU  at  .•51,000, 
niul  Olio  ilraiislitsiiiaii  at  §1,800  per  aiiiiuin,at  VVasliiugloii 
iiavy-yanl,  5  1,000. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  ask  wliy  tliat  is  pro- 
po.seJ  to  be  stricken  out.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  reason  for  striking 
it  out  is  simply  this:  lipretofore  the  clerks  of  the 
ordnance  department  lU  the  several  navy-yards 
have  been  paid  like  all  the  oilier  clerks  employed 
in  the  navy-yards,  a  per  diem  aa  their  services 
were  needed.  This  is  an  attempt  to  place  the 
ordnance  department  on  a.  dift'erent  basis,  which 
is  consideietl  unwise.  Let  thein  all  remain  on 
the  same  basis  as  luTetofore. 

The  atnendmeiit  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  aniendinent  of  the  committee  was  in 
line  three  hundred  and  sixteen,  page  14,  under 
the  heading  of  "  Naval  Ob.servatory,"  to  strike 
out  "  three"  and  insert  "  four,"  and  in  line  three 
hundred  and  seventeen,  after  the  word  "  dollars," 
to  strike  out  the  words,  "  and  $4,000  thereof  shall 
be  equally  divided  among  the  three  aid.s  as  their 
salary;"  si)  that  the  clau.ie  will  read: 

Tor  pay  of  assUlant  astronomer,  four  aids,  and  clerk, 
§8,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  lo. 

Ttie  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
line  three  hundred  and  forty,  page  ]5,  after  the 
word  "photographer,"  to  insert  the  words  "for 
ordnance  bureau;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

For  pay  of  photograplicr  for  ordnanc;  bureau,  $300. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  to 
strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill  in  the  foJ- 
lowing  words: 

Pec.  2.  .Iml  he  it  fnrther  enacted,  That  for  the  purpose  of 
huilding  a  floating  dry  dock  for  monitors  at  the  New  York 
navy-yard,  and  also  ai  tlin  navy-yard  at  I'liiladelpliia,  at  a 
price  not  excecdiiii,'  $260,000  encli,  llie  sum  of  ^520,000  be, 
and  the  same  if  hcrchy,  appropriated,  to  l)0  paid  nut  of  the 
appropriation  of  ,'5750,000  for  a  floating  dry-dock  at  navy- 
yard  New  York,  provided  for  by  the  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  Statcp,  approved 
March  3.  1?63;  ayd  llie  balance  of  said  appropriaticm  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  move  to  amend  that  .sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  word  "  floating  before 
"dry-dock,"  leaving  it  at  the  option  of  the  De- 
])artnient  to  make  it  either  floating  or  permanent, 
as  they  see  fit. 

iMr.  FESSENDEN.  The  proposition  of  the 
committee  is  to  strike  out  the  whole  section. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  If  that  motion  of  the  com- 
miitee  is  lost,  will  it  still  be  open  to  amendment.' 

The  PRESIDENT;))'o(em/)09-e.  It  will  be  open 
to  amendment;  and  it  is  now  open  to  amendment 
or  modification  before  the  question  is  put  on  strik- 
ing out. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  suppose  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  striking  out  the  word  "  floating." 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  wish  to  make  a  short 
statement  in  regard  to  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee to  strikeout  this  section.  The  committee 
were  in  very  great  doubt  aliout  it.  We  made  an 
appropriation,  I  think,  of  j!^700,000,  for  building  a 
large  floatingdry-dock  attheNew  York  navy-yard 
Instyear.  That  will  lake  some  time  to  build.  Tl.e 
pressure  is  pretty  strong  for  ti  floating  dry-dock 
for  monitors  and  iron  ves.scls,  and  it  was  rccom- 
meiid(!d,l  ihink,  by  the  Department — 1  have  been 
trying  to  find  it,  but  it  may  possibly  have  been 
recommended  after  the  report  was  made — no  part 
of  that  money  having  been  expended  at  the  New 
York  yard,  that  instead  of  building  one  there, 
two  small  docks  should  be  built  in  shorter  time 
and  at  a  less  expense,  1  think  $260,000  apiece,  at 
these  diflerent  points.  That  was  carried  in  the 
House,  and  the  residue  of  the  appropriation  for 
a  larger  floating  dry-dock  repealed. 

There  arc  two  considerations  connected  with 
this  subject,  and  the  committee  thought  it  best  to 
submit  them  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 
It  would  lake  some  time  to  build  a  large  dry-dock, 
though  not  a  very  long  period,  longer,  however, 
than  it  would  take  to  build  two  small  ones;  but 
if  you  build  these  small  docks  they  are  for  small 
vessels,  and  you  cannot  get  n  large  one  into  them. 
It  would  spem  to  involve  by  nnd  by  the  necessity, 
nnd  will  necessarily,  of  building  a  large  one  in 
oddilion.  As  is  obvious,  you  can  geta  small  ves- 
sel into  a  Inrge  one,  when  you  cannot  get  a  large 
vcs.sel  into  a  r.mall  one.  I'herefore,  it  we  build 
these  two  we  shall  only  have  them  for  the  Hivialler 
class  of  vcsscIm,  while  our  large  iroii-clndo  will  l>c 
left  comparatively  unprovided   for.     Tho  cam- 


mittee  therefore  thought  on  the  whole  it  was  l)est 
to  submit  the  question  to  the  judgment  of  the- Sen- 
ate on  the  motion  to  strike  out,  which  would  leave 
the  appropriation  of  last  year  for  one  dry-dock 
at  New  York  to  stand,  and  that  is  simply  the 
question. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  this  section  is  stricken 
out  as  proposed  by  the  committee,  as  I  under- 
stand liiere  will  then  be  an  appropriation  by  the 
law  of  last  session  for  a  dock  in  New  York  only, 
and  none  in  Pliiliidelphia? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Yes,  sir,  an  appropria- 
tion of  §700,000.  The  law  will  then  stand  just 
as  it  was  before  with  reference  to  that  matter. 
New  York  is  the  only  place  we  now  have  where 
a  dock  of  that  kind  can  be  built.  It  is  a  matter, 
of  course,  of  judgment  and  discretion.  The  com- 
mittee have  no  strenuous  opinion  with  regard  to 
it,  but  the  weight  of  our  opinion  on  the  whole, 
on  considering  it,  was  that  it  was  best  to  leave 
the  appropriation  to  stand  as  it  was.  It  is,  how- 
ever, for  the  Senate  to  decide. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  i  move  to  amend  the  sec- 
tion proposed  to  be  stricken  out  bj'  striking  out 
the  word  "flon  ting  "before  the  words"dry-dock." 

Mr.FE-JSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  hear  some 
reasons  for  that.  It  is  against  the  judgment  of 
the  Department  and  of  the  engineers  connected 
with  it.     They  want  a  floating  dry-dock. 

Mr.  ANTHONY-.  If  that  is  their  judgment 
they  can  make  it  a  floating  dock.  This  amend- 
ment does  not  compel  it  to  be  a  floating  dock,  but 
leaves  it  at  the  option  of  the  Department. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  word 
"floating"  occurs  twice  in  the  section.  Tlie  Chair 
will  inquire  of  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island 
which  he  moves  to  strike  out? 

Mr.  ANTtlONY.  Both.  I  wish  to  leave  the 
Department  at  liberty  to  construct  a  floating  or 
other  dry-dock  as  it  sees  fit.  If  the  Department 
desires  a  floating  doi;k,  of  course  a  floating  dock 
will  be  constructed;  but  I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  restrict  them  to  a  floating  dry-dock.  I 
move  to  strike  out  both. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  word  "floating"  inay 
be  stricken  out  in  the  second  line  where  it  first 
occurs;  but  in  the  eighth  line  where  it  occurs  again 
it  relates  to  an  appropriation  already  made  for  a 
floating  dock,  and  it  should  not  be  stricken  out 
there. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  A  "  dry-dock"  will  de- 
scrilje  it  suffieiently. 

The  PRESIDENT  jn-o  tempore.  The  question 
will  first  be  taken  on  .striking  out  the  word  "  flout- 
ing" in  the  second  line  of  the  section  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  hope  that  will  not  be 
agreed  to.  The  Department  have  made  their  own 
proposition  in  regard  to  it.  They  want  a  floating 
dock. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  If  they  want  it  they  can 
have  it.  This  amendment  to  the  amendment  will 
not  prevent  them  from  having  a  floating  dock. 
It  merely  removes  the  restriction  on  the  Depart- 
ment, and  allows  them  to  have  either  in  their  dis- 
cretion. 

The  amendment  to  theamendment  was  rejected. 

Thennieiidnient  of  the  committee  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
are  now  disposed  of.  •' 

Mr.  HALE,  ^^am  directed  by  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  to  propose  several  amendments 
lo  this  bill.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
the  following: 

For  compensation  of  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  others 
of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  steamer  Monitor,  lost  at 
sea,  December  30,  1862,  .f3,000. 

For  compensation  of  petty  officer.",  seamen,  and  others 
of  the  crew  of  llie  United  States  steamer  Cairo,  lost  in  the 
Yazoo  river,  December  12,  1853,  $8,250. 

Resolutions  liave  passed  Congress  to  pay  this 
money,  but  no  appropriation  lias  been  made. 
This  amend miMit  proposes  simply  to  make  an 
appropriation  for  tlini  pur|)ose. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator 
whether  this  comes  from  his  committee? 

Mr.  HALE.  Yes,  sir,  from  the  committee  and 
from  the  Depart nieiit  both. 

Mr.  AN  THONY.  1  believe  there  are  two  or 
thiee  other  gunboats  in  precisely  the  same  situa- 
tion. 1  think  the  Senator  from  Iowa  made  a  sug- 
gestion of  that  kind.  Oug'ht  they  not  to  be  prti- 
vided  for,  also  ? 


Mr.  GRIMES.  There  are  two  orthree  others 
that  have  been  lost,  but  bills  lo  cover  these  cases 
were  passed  at  the  last  session,  but  Congress 
failed  to  make  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  This  is  to  carry  into  effect 
an  existing  law. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Yes,  sir. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.     1   have  another  amendment  to 

offer  that  is   recommended   by  the   Department 

and  also  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.    It 

is  on  page  10,  after  line  two  hundred  and  twenty- 

j  nine,  to  insert  these  words: 

For  machinery  and  materials  for  tlie  repair  of  vessels  at 
Pensacola,  Ship  Island,  and  New  Orleans,  .$100,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
Senator  exfilain  where  that  comes  from. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  will  read  tlie  communication, 
from  the  Navy  Department  on  the  subject.  It  is 
as  follows: 

Nwy  Department,  ^priii,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  chief  of  tlie  liureau  of  Yards  ,aiid  Docks, 
dated  the  2d  instant,  relative  to  the  want  of  facilities  at 
Key  West,  I'ensacola,  Ship  Island,  and  New  Orleans,  for 
coaling  and  repairing  the  vessels  of  the  Gulf  sijuadrons, 
and  suggesting  that  provision  be  made  in  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill  now  under  consideration  to  supply  the  wants 
at  those  places.  Estimates  lor  improvements  and  altera- 
tions at  Key  West  and  letters  from  Rear  Admiral  Fanagut 
and  Acting  Rear  Admiral  Bailey  accompany  Rear  Admiral 
Smith's  communication.  I  earnestly  invite  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  tlie  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  &.C.,  GIDEON  WELI^ES, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
Hon.  John  P.  Hale, 

Chairman  Naval  Committee  Unilal  States  Senate'. 

Then  there  is  a  communication  from  Admiral 
Smith  recommending  ^100,000  as  the  sum. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Anything  that  comes 
from  Admiral  Smith  is  sufficient. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  to  offer  another  amendment,  to 
insert  after  line  three  hundred  and  fourteen,  page 
14,  the  following: 

For  constructing  coal  wharf  at  Key  West,  Florida, 
.$32,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  recommended  by 
the  Department,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  HALE.  It  is  recommended  by  the  De- 
partment. I  have  their  recommendation  here, 
which  can  be  read  if  desired. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  another  amendment  to 
offer  froifl  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aftairs,to  in- 
sert, after  line  three  hundred  and  fourteen,  page 
14,  the  following: 

For  altering  coal  depot  to  storehouse  at  Key  West,  Flor- 
ida, .$18,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  take  it,  all  these  amend- 
ments come  from  the  Navy  Department,  and  are 
ajiproved  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HALE.  Every  one  of  them  is  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  also 
by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Allkirs. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  On  the  same  page, afterline three 
hundred  and  fourteen,  1  move  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing: 

For  constructing  railroad  from  naval  wharf  to  coal  yards 
at  Key  West,  Florida,  $10,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  think  that 
amendment  wanted  a  little  explanation. 

Mr.  HALE.  Well,  sir,  I  have  it  here.  The 
document  is  rather  long.  The  Navy  Department 
sent  out  an  officer  to  make  an  examination  on. 
this  suliject.  The  officer  was  John  J.  Philbrick, 
who  madea  pretty  voluminous  report.  The  es- 
timates are  made  in  detail;  and  that  is  the  exact 
sum  that  he  reports.  It  is  recommended  by  the 
head  of  the  bureau  and  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  if  any  Senator  desires  it,  the  report  can 
be  read.  It  is  a  pretty  long  document.  The  ap- 
propriation is  only  $10,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  can  state 
the  substance  of  the  document. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  substance  of  it  is  this:  the 
engineer  who  made  this  report  states  that  the 
prices  charge'd  at  Key  West  by  the  draymen, 
&c.,  for  moving  the  coal  from  the  wharf  to  ihe 
storehouse  are  very  enormous,  and  altogether 
beyond  anything  like  what  prudence  would  jus- 
tify them  in  paying.  There  are  only  two  modes 
suggested  of  remedying  thia  evil:  one  is,  that,the 
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Government  slinll  buy  and  use  their  own  drays 
and  liorses;  and  the  other  to  build  a  railroad  for 
a  very  sliort  distance — 1  do  not  remember  the  ex- 
act distance — at  an  expense  of  jplO, 000.  Tlie  De- 
partment thought,  and  so  did  the  committee,  that 
the  cheapest  way  would  be  to  build  the  railroad. 

JVIr.  JOHNSON.  1  know  the  location  very 
well;  and  it  would  be  a  great  deal  better  to  have 
the  railroad. 

Mr.  HALE,  It  is  so  thought  by  everybody 
who  hag  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  On  the  same  page,  after  line  three 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  following  appropriation: 

Ft>r  the  purchase  aiul  prepar.iitiioii  of  a  site  for  a  ceirietery 
for  tlie  Navy  and  marine  corps  uear  Philadelphia,  $20,000. 

The  communication  from  the  Navy  Department 
on  that  subject  is  very  short,  and  1  will  read  it. 
It  is  from  Rear  Admiral  Smith: 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  OF  Yards  and  Docks, 
^pril  2,  1864. 

Sir:  Tlio  circumscribed  area  of  the  grounds  of  tlie  Naval 
Asylum  and  Hospital  at  Philadelphia  will  not  admit  of  the 
extension  of  tlie  hurial  ground.  The  war  has  Inought  so 
many  sick  and  caused  so  many  deaths  there  that  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  procure  a  lot  for  a  cemetery  I'orthe 
Navy  near  Phihidclphia,  and  I  therefore  request  that  you 
will  ask  Congress  for  an  ajipropriatioii  of  $20,000  for  the 
purchase  and  preparation  of  a  site  for  a  cemetery  for  the 
Navy  and  marine  corps.  A  site  can  probably  be  purchased 
for  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  the  fencing,  &c., 
for  $5,000,  but  if  the  appropriation  be  made  a  commission 
should  select  the  site. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  vour  obedient 
servant,  •  JOSEPH  SMITH, 

Chief  of  the  Bureau. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy . 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  another  amendment  to 
propose  by  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs.  It  is  on  page  8,  line  one  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"  kinds"  down  to  the  word  "  thousand, "  in  line 
one  hundred  aiideighty-two.  To  make  the  amend- 
ment intelligible,  1  will  state  that  this  clause  now 
reads  as  follows. 

Boston: 

For  additional  amount  for  joiners'  shop,  additional 
amount  for  coal  house,  extension  of  shear  wharf,  railroad 
tracks,  and  repairs  of  all  kinds,  and  for  extension  of  water 
front  by  purchase  of  two  lots  adjoining  navy-yard  ataprice 
not  exceeding  §135,000,  §319,500. 

The  committee  propose  to  strike  out  these 
words: 

And  for  extension  of  water  front  by  purchase  of  two  lots 
adjoining  navy-yard,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  §135,000. 

And  then  to  subtract  ^135,000  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  from  the  aggregate,  |319, 500,  leaving 
the  amount  $184,500.    The  item  will  then  read: 

For  additional  amount  for  joiners'  shop,  additional 
amount  for  coal -house,  extension  of  shear  wliarf,  railroad 
tracks,  and  repairs  of  all  kinds,  §184,500. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Why  are  these  words  pro- 
posed to  be  stricken  out? 

Mr.  HALE.  I  will  state;  and  I  shall  be  glad 
if  I  can  get  the  attention  of  what  few,.  Senators 
there  are  present. 

Some  two  or  three  years  ago,  I  thinlc  in  the  last 
Congress,  application  was  made  to  Congress  to 
extend  the  navy-yard  at  Charles  to  wri,  on  the  west 
side,  liy  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  ground  of  Oalc- 
man  &  Eldredge  at  the  price  of  ^120,000.  After 
a  long  discussion,  the  Senate  refused  to  agree  to 
it,  but  finally  by  a  report  of  a  committee  of  con- 
ference it  was  adopted, and  the  land  was  bought. 
That  land  had  formerly  been  owned  by  a  Mr. 
Wiiite,  who  testified  that  for  ten  years  previous 
he  had  been  trying  to  sell  it  to  the  Government 
for  |75,000,  but  lie  could  not  do  it.  Fie  then  sold 
ittoOakman  &  Eldredge  for  ^66,125.  Iminedi- 
atcly  afterwards,  or  v/ithin  a  few  months — 1  can- 
not state  the  precise  lime,  but  very  soon  after- 
wards— these  gentlemen,  Oakman  &  Eldredge, 
who  bou:^lit  of  White,  sold  the  land  to  the  Gov- 
erninentfor  ^^120,000.  Nothing  more  was  heard 
of  it  up  to  ilie  commencement  of  this  session. 
There  was  no  estimate  made  for  any  additional 
purchase;  no  claim  made  thatany  more  purchase 
was  desired;  but  Oakman  &  Eldredge  made  so 
good  a  sale  during  the  last  Congress  that  they 
went  on  and  bought  two  additional  lots  in  the 
same  direction,  still  further  west.  One  of  those 
lots  ihey  bought  since  this  Congress  has  been  in 
sosaion,  to  wit,  on  tlic  IBih  of  December.  Of  the 
two  lots  which  they  thus  bought,  they  now  pro- 
pose to  sell  to  this  Government  a  little  more  than 


half.  They  gave  $104,000  for  the  whole  of  the 
two  lots.  They  propose  to  sella  little  more  than 
half  of  them  to  the  Government  for  ^135,000.  In 
other  words,  they  propose  to  ask  of  the  Govern- 
ment ^31,000  for  a  little  over  a  half,  more  than 
they  gave  for  the  whole. 

The  city  of  Charlestown,  where  this  land  is  lo- 
cated, is  very  small  in  territorial  limit,  and  theyai-e 
very  much  opposed  to  this  proposition.  They 
ha,ve  passed  resolutions  on  the  subject.  They 
believe  that  the  Government  do  not  want  this  land, 
and  they  are  unwilling  to  have  this  property  taken 
out  of  their  taxable  property  and  their  mercantile 
facilities.  There  is  abundantevidence — arid  I  sup- 
pose it  has,  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance — that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Government 
now  own  on  thceastsideoftheyard  agreatamount 
of  property  that  might  be  made  available  at  a  much 
easier  and  cheaper  rate  than  by  buying  this  land 
of  Oakman  &  Eldredge,  who  have  bought  it  for 
the  purpose  of  selling  it  to  us.  The  water  front 
of  the  land  wiiicli  tlie  Government  owns  on  the 
east  sjde  of  the  yard,  and  which  is  not  fiUed  up, 
is  about  three  thousand  four  hundred  feet.  It  is 
not  so  deep  as  on  the  east  side,  but  the  land  on 
the  east  has  been  bought  by  private  gentlemen, 
who  have  cleared  it  out,  dredged  it,  and  made  it 
available  for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  The 
Government  proposes  to  buy  that,  while,  by  neg- 
lecting their  land  on  the  east  side,  the  deposits 
in  the  river  are  coming  down  and  filling  it  up. 

There  is  various  evidence  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment will  improve  their  own  land  they  can  do  it 
at  a  much  more  reasonable  price,  and  iiave  better 
property,  than  they  can  get  by  buying  this  land 
at  this  exorbitant  rate.  1  have  before  me  quite 
an  amount  of  testimony  that  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  also  a 
plan  of  the  land, 'Which  any  gentleman  who  de- 
sires to  do  so  can  examine.  The  Naval  Commit- 
tee believe  this  thing  is  entirely  unnecessary,  and 
such  is  the  opinion  of  the  most  practical  men 
there.  I  shall  not  read  much  of  it,  but  I  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  a  moment  while  I 
read  one  piece  of  testimony.  I  propose  to  read 
the  testimony  of  William  L.  Hanscom,  who  is 
the  Government  constructor  at  the  Charlestown 
navy-yard: 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

[,  William  L.  Hanscom,  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  oil  my  oatli  say  that  I  am  naval  constructor;  that 
1  have  held  said  office  ten  years,  and  for  four  years  last  past 
have  been  stationed  at  tlie  Charlestown  navy -yard  ;  that  the 
water  frontagja  on  Mystic  river  is  about  thirty-four  hundred 
feet;  that  a  large  portion  ofsaid  frontage  is  now  unimproved, 
which  miglit  be  improved  to  great  advantage  for  wharf  pur- 
poses by  the  extension  of  piers,  witliout  detriment,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  with  great  benefit  to  the  yard. 

WILLIAM  L.  HANSCOM. 

That  is  the  testimony  of  the  Government  oflicer 
who  is  there  in  charge.  I  have  here  also  the  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  White,  the  man  who  owned  the 
land  that  we  bought  two  years  ago,  which  I  will 
read.     It  is  as  follows: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

I,  George  W.  White,  of  Charlestown,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  on  my  oath  say  that  I  have  lived  in  said  city 
twenty  years  ;  tliati  liave  owned  wharves  wilhin  tlie  same, 
and  have  done  business  thereon;  as  tenant  and  owner  I 
occupied  the  wharf  next  adjacent  to  the  navy-yard  for  about 
eighteen  years;  it  contains  about  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
tlioHsand  superlicial  feet.  In  1860  I  tried  to  sell  it  to  the 
United  States  and  offered  it  for  §75,000  to  them,  or  rather 
this  offer  was  made  with  my  conciirreiice  by  a  joint  owner 
with  me,  Mr.  Darrow,  but  a  sale  could  not  be  eii'eeted,  and 
we  afterwards  sold  it  for  a  less  price  to  Messrs.  Oakman  & 
Eldredge,  wlio,  after  laying  out  oyer  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars thereon,  sold  it  to  tlie  United  States. 

Thcv  sold  it  for  $120,000. 
■  Mr. 'DAVIS.  1  should  like  to  ask  the  honor- 
able Senator  one  question.  Who  was  the  agent 
of  the  Government  who  refused  to  purchase  that 
property  from  White  at  a  reduced  price,  and  who 
purchased  it  afterwards  at  such  an  exorbitant 
price.' 

Mr.  HALE.  That  I  cannot  say,  but  I  think 
the  Senatorcan  getall  the  information  at  the  Bu- 
reau of  yards  and  Docks.  I  am  not  conversant 
with  the  fact  and  was  not.  But  this  testimony  of 
White  continues: 

"  Within  the  yard  I  am  certain  the  Government  can  con- 
struct many  valuable  wharves  without  detriment  to  any 
interest  therein,  which  would  be  quite  as  valuable  as  any 
other  wharf  property  in  the  city,  and  particularly  to  the 
United  States,  as  lliey  would  be  witliin-  tlie  limits  of  their 
own  yard." 

Besides,  there  are  a  great  number  of  affidavits 
here  from  men  who  know  the  property ;  men  who 
liave  for  many  years  been  assessors  of  property 


in  the  city  of  Charlestown,  who  estimate  the  value 
of  this  property  for  which  we  are  asked  to  give 
$135,000 at  $G0,000.  There  is  among  the  papers 
also  evidence  that  the  portion  that  Oalcman  & 
Eldredge  would  reserve  to  themselves  after  this 
sale  to  the  Government  would  be  worth  quite  as 
much  as  that  which  they  sell  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  They  offer  the  whole  for 
only  $25,000  more  than  this  piece. 

•Mr.  HALE.     I  cannot  say  how  that  ia. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Their  offer  is  $135,000 
for  this  piece,  or  the  whole  for  $160,000. 

Mr.  ANTFIONY.     What  did  they  give? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     They  gave  $104,000. 

Mr.  FIALE.  I  think  the  ratio  is  about  eighty 
to  betv/een  fifty  and  sixty.  I  propose  now  to 
read  the  resolution  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
the  city  of  Charlestown  on  this  subject: 

City  of  Charlestown, 
Th  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermew, 
February  29,  1864. 
Whereas  negotiations  are  in  progress  whereby  certain 
agentl  of  the  United  States  Government  propose  to  cause 
the  United  States  to  purchase  Caswell's  and  Brintnall's 
wharves,  so  called,  in  this  city  :   It  is  therefore 

Ordered,  (in  concurrence.)  That  his  honor,  the  mayor, 
be  directed  to  take  such  steps  to  prevent  the  transfer  of 
said  property  by  appearing  before  a  committee  of  Congress, 
by  counsel  or  otliervvisc,  as  lie  may  deem  necessary. 
DANIEL  VVlLLIAiMS, 
City  Cierk. 

I  have  here  also  the  deeds,  but  I  suppose  there 
will  be  no  dispute  about  them.  One  of  them  was 
dated  in  September,  1863,  and  the  other  last  De- 
cember, some  eighteen  days  after  this  Congress 
had  been  in  session,  to  Oakman  &  Eldredge- 
I  will  now  read  the  testimony  of  Edward  Lav/- 
rence; 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

I,  Edward  Lawrence,  of  Charlestown,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex, on  myoath  say, that  Timothy  T.  Sawyer, Esq., 
and  myself  were  tenants  in  common  and  owners  of  Cas- 
well's wharf,  so  called,  in  said  city,  prior  to  la::t  Septem- 
ber. I  have  been  a  resident  ofsaid  city  nearly  forty  years, 
have  been  coiisiantly  in  active  business  pursuits,  have  been 
in  its  city  government  for  several  years,  and  have,  during 
tlie  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  at  least,  been  well  acquainted 
with  the  situation,  value,  and  condition  of  tlie  real  estate 
therein. 

In  September  last  we  sold  said  Caswell's  wharf  to  Messrs. 
Oakman  &  Eldredge  for  $49,000.  We  thought  it  better 
to  sell  it  for  that  than  to  liold  it  and  let  it.  Before  selling 
it,  Mr.  Sawyer  and  myself  canvassed  the  question  whether 
the  Government  would  be  likely  soon,  or  within  any  rea- 
sonable time,  to  need  it.  But  upon  wliat  we  knew  and 
learned  we  concluded  the  Government  could  have  no  oc- 
casion to  buy  it. 

Tliis  wliarf  we  considered  to  be  more  valuable  by  some 
thousands  of  dollars  than  Brintnall's  wharf,  so  called,  tliea 
owned  by  Mr.  llintinger.  It  seemed  to  us  then,  and  it  seems 
to  me  now,  if  the  Government  needs  more  wharf  that  it 
can  better  make  itin  its  unoccupied  spaces  in  the  yard  than 
to  buy  outside  thereof.  And  I  now  think  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  this  purchase  money,  if  expended  within  the  yard, 
would  produce  far  better  Vi'harf  facilities  than  will  result 
from  this  purchase. 

My  acquaintance  with  the  business  affairs  of  this  city 
teaclies  me  that  the  withdrawal  of  this  from  the  hands  of 
private  ownership  will  be  a  misfortune  in  several  respects, 
and  jiarticularly  that  our  trade  and  commerce  need  it,  in- 
asmuch as  very  few  wharves  now  remain  in  private  liands, 
so  that  there  are  not  facilities  offered  for  the  carrying  on 
of  any  very  considerable  mercantile  enterprises  requiring 
enlarged  wharf  facilities.  Besides,  it  operates  as  a  hard- 
ship upon  our  small  city  of  about  six  hundred  acresofreal 
estate  to  take  more  of  its  land  from  taxation. 

But  boili  these  considerations  and  all  others  I  should 
readily  yield  if  I  could  see  any  reasonable  exigency  on  the 
part  of  tlie  Government  fortius  property. 

I  shall  not  read  any  more  of  these  affidavits, 
some  of  which  are  from  gentlemen  who  have  been 
assessors  of  property  in  Charlestown  for  a  good 
many  years,  aiui  who  say  that  $60,000  is  the  ut- 
most that  the  prop(>rty  is  worth. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.-  This  subject  of  purchas- 
ing a  small  piece  or  a  large  piece  of  land,  if  you 
please,  adjoining  the  Charlestown  navy-yard,  and 
thereby  enlarging  the  yard,  has  been  a  matter  that 
has  occasioned  considerable  debate  in  Congress, 
and  in  one  form  or  another  has  been  under  con- 
sideration for  several  years.  I  regret  that  the 
Senate  is  not  in  a  condition  to  settle  the  matter 
understandingly.  On  looking  around  the  Cham- 
ber 1  see  but  about  a  dozen  members  present.  I 
suppose  the  proper  business  of  the  Senate,  the 
making  o^  appropriations,  is  not  of  much  conse- 
quence in  reality  to  the  country  by  tiic  way  in 
which  we  appropriate  millions  of  dollars;  and  this 
matter  must  be  left  to  take  its  course  accidentally, 
and  result  well  or  ill  as  may  happen. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  this  matter  in 
one  shape  or  another  for  a  considerable  period  of 
time.  With  regard  to  the  first  purchase  that  was 
made,  it  was  of  apiecaof  laud  lying  between  this« 
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land  and  the  navy-ynid,  and  conseqiienily  this 
land,  however  niiicli  it  might  he  oilered,  could 
not  be  purchased  to  advantage,  and  would  be  of 
no  use  10  iho  navy-yard  until  tlie  otiier  had  been 
purchased.  Previous  to  the  war,  and  while  we 
had  comjiarativily  a  small  need  of  space,  it  was 
not  deemed  particularly  advisable  to  press  the  large 
extension  of  the  yard-,  but  the  piece  of  water  front 
which  was  purchased  some  two  or  three  years 
no;,) — I  (Jo  not  remember  the  exact  time— for 
$120,000,  if  that  was  the  price,  was  a  matter  that 
was  absolutely  essential  to  the  carrying  on  of 
business  at  the  yard.  Admiral  Smith  had  been 
urging  it  upon  Congress  for  eight  years,  and  try- 
ing hard  to  persuade  Congress  to  buy  it. 

My  friend  from  Kentucky  inquired  who  was 
the  agent  for  the  purchase.  Congress  was  the 
only  agent  for  the  purchase.  It  was  recom- 
mended by  different  persons  to  purchase,  but  the 
Navy  Department  could  not  purchase  it  until  they 
obtained  authority  from  Congress.  The  purchase 
of  the  piece  of  land  which  1  speak  of,  which  is 
now  owned  by  the  Government,  was  urged  by 
the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  for  sev- 
eral yearsupon  Congress  at  a  time  when  he  could 
get  it  cheaper.  It  was  continually  rising,  and 
Congress  was  continually  refusing  or  omitting  to 
purcliase,  on  the  same  ground  that  objection  is 
made  to  it  now — that  it  was  an  exorbitant  price. 
Congress  would  not  authorize  its  purchase  until 
it  finally  fell  into  the  hands  of  these  men,  Oak- 
man  &  Eldredge,  who  carried  on  a  large  coal 
business  there.  The  navy-yard  was  so  situated 
with  regard  to  water,  its  principal  works  beingin 
that  particular  portion,  thatwhen  they  laid  a  ves- 
sel at  their  own  wharf  it  •projected  over  this  other 
piece  of  ground  that  we  afterwards  bought.  They 
got  leave  at  one  time  from  the  owners  to  lay  their 
vessels  there  and  to  make  some  work  there;  and 
after  they  got  leave  the  admiral  informed  mc  it 
was  so  absolutely  essential  that  they  could  not 
let  it  go,  and  they  held  on  to  it.  Although  those 
men  had  made  large  improvements  there,  they 
told  them  the  Government  must  and  would  hold 
on  to  it  at  any  rate,  for  they  could  not  do  without 
it.  It  was  obvious  to  everybody  that  looked  at 
it,  that  in  order  to  carry  out  the  operations  of  the 
yard  at  that  particular  point,  it  was  absolutely 
essential  to  purchase  that  piece  of  property.  But 
Cotigress,  with  the  fashion  that  prevailed  for  a 
great  many  years,  of  opposing  everything  which 
required  an  expenditure  of  money  for  public 
works  while  the  matter  was  in  the  hands  of  cer- 
tain gentlemen  whose  notions  of  economy  were 
anything  but  economical,  refused  until  this  pe- 
riod, when  these  men  had  purchased,  when  they 
had  made  large  improvements  upon  the  land, and 
when  being  so  annoyed  by  the  continuous  pos- 
session of  the  Government  and  the  refusal  to  give 
it  up,  they  offered  to  sell  it.  There  was  a  great 
debate  about  the  price,  but  they  would  not  go 
below  the  suin  at  which  they  finally  offered  it, 
and  Congress  agreed  to  buy.  That  was  the  case 
with  reference  to  that  particular  portion  of  land. 

Now,  what  made  that  purchase  essential  was 
this:  at  that  particular  point  of  the  water  front  is 
the  deep  water.  It  is  where  the  current  of  the 
river  comes  directly  in  front  of  the  navy-yard  and 
Bweeps  out  into  the  stream.  The  deepest  water 
in  the  harbor  is  at  that  point.  It  is  something 
'over  thirty  feet  deep.  There  is  also  situated  there 
alt  the  principal  works  belonging  to  the  navy- 
yard.  That  deep  water  was  essential  to  them, 
or  else  they  must  take  another  course:  carry  out 
a  sea  wall  for  a  large  extent  of  their  works  down 
to  the  deep  water  and  build  out  on  to  it,  or  else 
construct  piers  over  the  shallow  water,  and  that 
would  necessitate  a  continual  dredging  to  keep  a 
sufficient  depth  of  water.  It  was  deemed  by  the 
naval  officers,  and  by  Admiral  Smith,  who  was 
perfectly  familiar  with  it,  having  been  in  com- 
mand there  for  a  long  period,  that  it  was  better 
and  cheaper  and  in  fact  actually  essential  to  pur- 
chase the  piece  of  land  that  was  there. 

Things  went  on  in  that  way  for  some  time. 
We  obtained  that  land.  These  gentlemen.  Oak- 
man  &  Eldrcdge,  have  been  in  possession  of  all 
these  wharves  lying  alongside  of  the  navy-yard 
for  many  yearw.  They  have  expended  a  great 
deal  of  money  on  that  land.  They  carry  on  a 
very  largo  and  valuable  business,  making  a  large 
income.  They  coal  vessels.  They  are  the  owners 
of  the  deep  waters  of  the  harbor  just  at  the  outlet 
I  think  of  the  Charles  river,  and  where  it  i.i  al- 


ways kept  clear  by  the  current,  and  where  there 
is  no  necessity  for  dredging.  They  had  been 
-holding  this  property  under  lease,  and  finally 
purchased  it.  Having  purchased  it,  we  are  now 
placed  in  this  situation  with  reference  to  the  mat- 
ter, as  I  understand:  we  have  now  a  very  large 
business  there;  we  have  a  very  large  number  of 
vessels  there;  many  of  them  are  obliged,  if  they 
will  bear  it,  to  be  removed  off  into  the  stream. 
We  have  a  very  small  water  frontcontaining  the 
requisite  depth  of  water.  We  have,  to  be  sure, 
several  hundred  feet  of  shallow  water,  but  you 
cannot  get  within  a  long  distance  of  the  works  of 
the  navy-yard  without  doing  one  of  two  things: 
either  makinga  sea-wall  down  to  deep  water,  and 
then  filling  up  to  rl — and  that  is  the  only  proper 
mode  of  doing  it,  but  it  cannot  be  done,  as  I  said 
before — or  b.y  building  out  piers,  which  would 
necessitate  a  continual  dredging, and  which  is  not 
the  best  mode. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  a 
question.  If  it  is  necessary  for  the  convenience 
and  interests  of  this  navy-yard  and  the  interests 
of  the  Government  that  this  land  should  be  ac- 
quired, why  is  it  not  acquired  in  the  mode  in 
which  private  land  is  generally  appropriated  for 
public  use .'  Why  is  not  a  jury  summoned  to  go 
upon  the  premises  and  assess  its  value,  and  then 
let  the  Government  take  it  at  its  value  according 
to  the  assessment? 

Mr.FESSENDEN.  Simply  because  Congress 
hag  never  passed  a  law  to  authorize  any  such 
thing  to  be  done. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  think  it  is  high  time  such  a 
general  law  should  be  passed. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  has  been  said  here 
repeatedly  when  a  proposition  has  been  made  to 
buy  land.  The  argumcntalways  is,  why  do  you 
not  take  it?  The  answer  is,  that  Congress,  who 
ask  the  question,  do  not  provide  any  mode  for 
taking  it  and  never  have.  If  such  a  law  were 
passed,  there  would  be  very  good  reason  why  it 
should  be  done  in  that  way. 

But  I  was  about  to  state  that  the  number  of 
vessels  at  tlrat  yard  at  the  present  time  is  very  large. 
They  are  obliged  to  hire  wharves;  they  are  obliged 
to  hire  docks.  They  cannot  accommodate  the 
vessels  that  are  there.  The  works  of  that  yard 
are  very  great.  Some  might  ask,  why  not  go 
down  to  Portsmouth,  where  you  can  get  deep 
waterenough?  You  may  go  to  Portsmouth;  but 
you  must  go  there  for  a  limited  quantity  of  busi- 
ness, because  Portsmouth  has  not  the  appliances 
necessary  to  make  repairs  and  construction  to  so 
great  an  extent,  and  it  involves  time  and  labor  to 
extend  them.  Undoubtedly  thereisroomenough 
there,  all  of  which  we  need  and  shall  need,  and 
more  too. 

This  land  thus  standing  in  that  point  of  view, 
precisely  in  that  situation,  the  Governmentneed- 
ing  it  immediately,  these  men,  Oakman  &  Eld- 
redge,  who  have  been  spoken  of  by  the  Senator, 
became  possessed  of  this  property.  They  pur- 
chased it  very  recently,  and  after  the  estimates 
had  been  submitted  to  Congress.  Being  thus  in 
possession,  and  the  fact  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  chief  of  the  bureau,  a  negotiation  was  en- 
tered into  to  see  for  how  much  they  would  sell 
what  the  Government  wanted.  It  is  about  two 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  front,  if  I  recollectaright, 
of  the  best  water  in  the  harbor,  all  deep  water, 
and  just  at  that  part  of  the  river  where  it  is  kept 
entirely  clear  by  the  current  continually,  and  no 
drcdgitjg  is  needed.  They  gave  ^104,000  for  it; 
but,  as  one  of  them  said  before  us,  they  bought 
one  piece  of  it  at  a  bargain.  I  believe  they  gave 
^.'35,000  for  it  when  they  considered  it  worth 
$75,000.  The  other  portion  that  they  bought 
they  did  not  buy  at  so  much  of  a  bargain.  They 
()rofessed  a  readiness  to  sell  the  whole  of  it,  upon 
which,  however,  they  had  placed,  as  it  had  been 
in  their  possession  for  a  considerable  time  under 
a  lease,  about  thirty  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
improvements. 

Mr.  HALE.  On  this  same  piece  of  land? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Yes,  sir,  on  this  same 
piece  of  land  that  they  had  |)urchased;  and  they 
proposed  to  sell  the  whole  for  $160,000;  but  the 
Government  does  not  need  the  whole.  We  pro- 
pose to  buy  all  the  water  front  except  about  thirty 
feet,  over  two  hundred  and  eighty  feet  water  front, 
leaving  them  about  thirty  feet  for  passage  way 
down.    Then  it  runs  at  an  angle  so  that  tlie  part 


which  they  retain  is  mostly  upland,  running  up 
to  the  stream.  It  is  only  the  water  front  that  we 
want. 

Another  thing:  all  that  was  wanted  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  with  reference  to  that  pur- 
chase was  to  strike  a  line  at  right  angles  so  as  to 
clear  the  yard,  get  the  front,  and,  so  far  as  the 
current  is  concerned,  get  the  yard  into  proper 
shape;and  the  Navy  Departmentthought  it  wiser, 
although  this  other  piece  was  of  considerable  ex- 
tent, in  the  proportion  of  fifty  or  fifty-five  to 
eighty,  to  save  the  $25,000,  because  money  ex- 
pended for  what  is  not  needed  is  always  wasted; 
and  that  was  the  proposition.  Oakman  &  Eld redge 
retain  what  is  entirely  insufficient  for  their  busi- 
ness, and  cannot  be  made  sufficient  for  their  busi- 
ness at  the  present  time;  and  doing,  as  they  are,  a 
very  large  and  very  profitable  business,  it  involves 
giving  up  the  whole  and  finding  a  new  place  of 
business  for  themselves.  As  Mr.  Oakman — I 
think  that  was  the  man  who  was  before  the  com- 
mittee— said,  they  calculated  to  make  a  profit; 
they  would  not  sell  it  if  they  did  not  make  a  profit 
on  it;  but  in  his  judgment,  considering  the  amount 
of  expenditure,  what  they  sold  of  it,  and  what 
they  would  retain,  it  was  not  anything  unreason- 
able. To  denominate  it  a  swindle,  as  it  has  been 
denominated,  is  a  perversion  of  terms. 

Mr.  HALE.     I  did  not  do  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  know  you  did  not  do 
it;  but  it  has  been  said  elsewhere.  There  is  no 
swindle  about  it.  It  ia  a  plain  business  proposi- 
tion. Everything  in  regard  to  it  was  distinctly 
understood  by  everybody  engaged  in  the  nego- 
tiation. 

The  matter  derived  some  force  in  my  opinion 
from  the  fact  that  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks  thinks  it  very  important,  because  the 
moment  the  Government  came  in  possession  of 
it  they  have  completed  the  yard,  and  have  the 
best  water  in  the  harbor  near  to  their  in^portant 
works.  They  are  not  obliged  to  wait  for  new 
constructions  of  any  kind  or  description,  and 
they  obtain  what  is  exceedingly  valuable.  The 
chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  remarked 
to  me  in  relation  to  this  matter:  "  I  have  no  ur- 
gency about  it  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  It  is 
my  opinion  decidedly  that  it  would  be  best  for 
the  Government  to  buy  it.  It  may  be  a  high 
price;  it  may  be  more  than  it  is  worth  in  the 
market;  it  may  be  giving,  although  on  examina- 
tion I  do  not  think  it  very  unreasonable,  more 
than  anybody  else  would  give,  or  could  be  ex- 
pected to  give;  but  the  question  in  my  opinion 
is,  is  it  worth  that  money  to  the  Government, 
and,  if  they  cannot  get  it  for  less,  is  it  not  a  valu- 
able and  important  purchase  to  be  made  in  the 
existing  state  of  things?"  About  tliat  he  had  no 
doubt;  about  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had 
no  doubt;  about  that  the  Naval  Committee  of 
Congress,  which  went  on  and  examined  the  spot 
and  looked  at  the  whole  thing,  had  no  doubt; 
about  that  neither  of  the  Representatives  from 
Boston,  Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Rice,  whoso 
judgment  we  may  rely  upon,  and  whose  integrity 
is  beyond  all  question,  has  any  doubt.  Neidier, 
I  believe,  has  either  of  the  Senators  from  Massa- 
chusetts, if  they  have  examined  the  question. 

Now,  then,  the  simple  question  is  this:  we  have 
connected  with  that  yard  a  large  extent  of  water 
front,  throe  thousand  four  hundred  feet  I  believe, 
beyond  this  on  the  other  side,  but  it  is  all  low 
water.     You  cannot  get  a  vessel  anywhere  near 
it  at  all.     It  is  of  no  value  as  water  front  unless, 
as  I  said  before,  you  do  one  of  two  things,  either 
go  down  to  the  deep  water  and  build  a  sea-wall 
and  fill  up  until  you  come  to  it,  or  else  throw  out 
your  pierpat  dilferent  places  and  use  them.  The         H 
objection  to  the  latter,  as  I  understand,  is  the  con-      -U 
stant  dredging  that  would  be  necessary  in  order       ^ 
to  keep  it  clear.     This  portion  of  the  water  front 
that  has  been  bought  is  kept  clear  by  its  own 
motion,  by  its  own  effect. 

I  have  a  plan  here,  which  any  Senator  can  ex- 
amine who  sees  fit  to  do  so,  in  which  the  depth  of 
water  is  marked  all  along,  showing  what  1  have 
stated  to  be  entirely  correct  and  true  with  refer- 
ence to  it.  But  if  you  rely  upon  the  waterfront 
which  you  have,  it  involves,  in  the  first  place,  a 
considerable  titue  before  it  can  be  made  available; 
it  involves  a  large  expense  before  it  can  be  made 
ovailable;  and  then  it  involves,  it  is  understood, 
a  continual  recurring  exponse  in  order  to  keep  it 
available,  unless  you  build  the  sea-wall  that  I 
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spoke  of;  and  that  ia  a  matter  that  would  take 
TTiauy  years,  and  would  not  answer  our  first  pur- 
pose at  all;  but  that  would  be  the  only  correct 
mode. 

As  to  the  testinnony 'that  has  been  read,  there 
is  something  very  peculiar  about  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Lawrence.  He  is  an  inhabitant  of  Charles- 
town.  He  says  in  the  first  place  that  he  wanted  to 
sell  this  land  to  the  Government,  but  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  buy  it  of  him;  and  finding  the 
Government  would  not  buy  it  he  sold  it  to  these 
men.  In  the  same  affidavit  he  tells  us  that  it  will 
not  do  to  sell  it  to  the  Government  because  it  will 
injure  Charlestown  so  much.  After  trying  hard, 
according  to  his  own  statement,  to  sell  it  to  the 
Government,  and  finding  he  could  not,  he  sells  it 
to  these  men,  and  then  he  turns  around  and  says 
it  will  not  do  to  soil  this  land  to  the  Government; 
it  will  beagreatinjury  to  Charlestown.  It  seems 
that  his  love  of  his  city  did  not  interfere  with  his 
love  of  pelf  so  far  as  the  original  sale  was  con- 
cerned. 

My  friend  from  New  Hampshire  has  read  the 
testimonyof  Mr.  Hanscom,the  naval  constructor. 
Why  did  they  not  take  the  testimony  of  the  en- 
gineer of  the  yard?  Mr.  Hanscom  may  be  a  very 
good  naval  cot)structor;  he  may  know  all  about 
building  ships;  but  about  the  expense  of  making 
this  alteration,  and  about  the  necessity  of  it,  it 
would  seem  that  the  testimony  of  the  engineer  of 
the  yard  was  the  prop.er  testimony  to  be  taken; 
but  that  is  avoided.  They  took  the  testimony  of 
three  or  four  master  workmen,  four  of  whom  are 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  Charlestown,  and  the  testi- 
mony of  the  naval  constructor,  who  did  n«t  know 
anytliing about  this  particular  business,  and  omit- 
ted taking  the  testimony  of  the  engineer,  and,  I  am 
told,  omitted  to  do  so  when  they  knew  his  testi- 
mony would  be  unfavorable  in  regard  to  it,  and 
the  testimony  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard. 
The  commandant  was  Admiral  Stringham,  who 
has  been  urging  it  very  strongly  as  a  matter  that 
was  necessary  for  the  wants  of  the  Government. 
I  have  no  faith  in  these  statements — I  do  not  dis- 
pute the  integrity  of  the  men — and  in  the  kind  of 
testimony  that  has  been  got  up  here. 

They  have  got  the  testimony  of  a  considerable 
number  of  Charlestown  men,  the  aldermen,  &c., 
and  I  am  told  that  the  opinion  of  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  Charlestown  is  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  no  great  consequence  to  them.  Why, 
sir,  Charlestown  lives  by  the  navy-yard.  What 
would  become  of  it  if  it  were  not  for  the  great 
expendilureofmoney  there  on  thatspot.'  Charles- 
town is  nothing  without  the  navy-yard  in  any 
shape  or  form;  and  for  a  city  of  that  limited  area 
to  come  in  and  object  to  proper  facilities  being 
afforded  for  a  public  work  by  whicli  they  live, 
and  upon  whicli  they  live,  and  which  makes  them 
all  they  are  substantially  would  seem  to  be  a  little 
singular. 

My  friend  has  talked  about  going  to  the  other 
end  of  the  yard  and  improving  there.  The  mayor 
of  the  city,  who  has  been  here,  Mr.  Stone,  is  a 
man  who  is  deeply  interested  in  filling  up  land  at 
the  other  end  of  the  yard,  which,  as  I  am  told, 
he  does  not  pretend  to  deny  that  at  some  time  he 
would  like  to  sell  to  the  Government,  where  it  is 
now  shallow  watf;r,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mystic, 
and^  am  told,  instead  of  doing  good,  very  much 
injuring  the  water  front  in  consequence  of  the 
changes  he  made.  But  of  that  I  know  nothing. 
I  cannot  speak  of  my  own  knowledge  but  only 
from  hearsay. 

With  regard  to  this  matter  I  feel  just  exactly 
as  the  Navy  Department  feels  or  professes  to  feel, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  does  feel,  and  that  is  this: 
we  do  not  any  of  us  want  to  expend  money  un- 
necessarily. '  [  believe  I  am  as  much  averse  as 
my  honorable  friend  from  New  Hampshire  to 
expending  money  for  any  purpose  where  it  can 
be  avoided;  but  it  is  miserable  economy  not  to 
buy  where  the  Government  is  absolutely  in  need 
of  having  a  place.  I  am  disposed  rather  to  trust 
to  the  testimony  of  such  a  man  as  the  admiral 
in  command  of  the  yard,  of  the  engineer,  of  the 
officers  there,  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the 
two  Representatives  from  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
of  the  House  Naval  Committee  who  have  been 
upon  the  ground  and  examined  it,  and  recom- 
mended it  after  seeing  it,  than  to  those  affidavits 
that  arc  got  up  by  interested  parties  giving  their 
opinions  of  what  ought  to  be  done  and  what  might 


be  done.  I  have  not  the  slightest  feeling  in  the 
world  as  to  whether  this  succeeds  or  fails.  I 
would  iiDt  turn  my  hand  over  on  that  con.sidcra- 
tion  merely  to  settle  it  one  way  or  the  other,  but 
the  CommillLe  on  Finance,  after  hearing  both 
sides,  having  had  Admiral  Smith  before  them, 
having  had  the  commandant  of  the  yard  before 
them,  having  had  Mr.  Stone  before  them,  and 
the  papers  and  documents  and  plans,  and  look- 
ing at  the  question  carefully,  after  hearing  both 
sides,  came  to  the  conclusion  all  but  unanimous 
(I  think  the  vote  stood  5  to  2,  if  I  am  at  liberty 
to  speak  of  that)  that  it  was  advisable  for  the 
interest  of  the  Government,  whether  this  was  a 
high  price  or  not,  to  purchase  this  [)iece  of  water 
front.  Itis  the  bestin  the  harbor.  Itgivcssym- 
melry  to  the  yard  itself  which  now  wants  it  very 
much;  it  furnishes  what  we  want  in  the  way  of 
deep  water,  gives  us  facilities  for  which  we  have 
immediate  and  pressing  necessity,  and  settles  all 
the  troubles  we  have  had  there  before.  If,  how- 
ever, on  the  mere  ground  that  the  price  is  more 
than  ought  to  be  given  for  it,  and  that  the  men 
who  propose  to  sell  it  will  be  making  money  out 
of  it,  the  Senate  think  it  advisable  to  reject  the 
opportunity  that  is  offered  them,  I  shall  be  per- 
fectly content  if  that  is  their  decision. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  ought 
not  to  let  this  question  pass  without  saying  a 
word  about  it,  especially  as  the  Senator  from 
Maine  has  referred  to  the  opinions  of  the  two 
Senators  from  Massachusetts,  and  also  the  two 
Representatives  from  Boston  in  the  other  House. 
I  confess  my  embarrassment  about  this  question. 
1  do  not  think  the  duty  of  the  Senate  in  regard 
to  it  is  clear  either  way,  and  I  was  very  much 
struck  with  the  inquiry  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. It  seems  to  me  that  perhaps  that  inquiry 
points  to  the  very  course  which  we  ought  to  take. 

My  embarrassment  is  precisely  this:  how  shall 
we  here  undertake  to  determine  the  value  of  this 
property  in  the  face  of  the  positive  difference  of 
testimony  on  the  subject?  Are  we  enough  of  a 
court  seriously,  enough  at  leisure,  little  enough 
preoccupied,  to  undertake  to  hold  the  scales  and 
determine  the  value  of  this  property?  If  there 
was  no  conflict  of  testimony,  of  course  the  way 
would  be  easy;  but  the  difficulty  here  is  that  there 
is  a  very  serious  conflict  of  testimony.  I  have 
had  in  my  drawer — I  shall  not  read  them — these 
depositions,*  [exhibitinga  bundle.]  I  do  notknow 
how  many  there  are,  but  there  is  a  large  number 
of  them,  all  relating  to  this  subject,  and  all  going 
to  show  very  strongly  that  this  sum  should  not 
be  paid.  I  have  had  an  abstract  of  these  depo- 
sitions made,  showing  the  following  results: 

The  facts  established  by  the  affidavits  are,  first, 
exorbitant  price.  The  price  asked  is  $130,000. 
The  least  valuable  of  the  two  wharves  was  bought 
by.  the  present  proprietors  last  September  for 
$49,000,  which  would  make  the  value  of  the  two 
wharves  $98,000.  But  only  one  half  in  value  is 
to  be  sold,  making  the  price  asked  $130,000;  the 
price  paid  by  the  present  owners  is  $49,000.  The 
assessors  state  the  value  at  $84,000,  which  would 
make  the  value  of  the  part  proposed  to  be  sold 
$32,000,  as  against  $130,000  asked.  Other  esti- 
mates place  the  value  of  the  part  to  be  sold  at 
$55,000  to  $65,000.  According  to  builders'  es- 
timates, the  part  proposed  to  be  sold,  seventy- 
eight  thousand  feet,  would  cost  at  present  prices, 
if  built  in  the  best  way,  $1  00  to  $1  50  per  foot, 
that  is,  $78,000  to  $117,000,  but  the  wharf  needs 
heavy  repairs;  one  builder  says  it  will  need  to  be 
rebuilt  at  an  expense  greater  than  the  building  of 
a  new  wharf.     • 

Second,  there  are  at  least  equally  good  facili- 
ties in  the  yard  itself.  A  large  part  of  the  water 
frontage  in  the  yard  on  the  Charles  and  Mystic 
is  unoccupied.  Three  wharves  at  least  might  be 
built,  with  positive  benefit  to  the  yard.  For  the 
propo^d  purchase  money,  or  less,  better  wharf 
facilities  now  might  be  had  in  the  yard. 

Third,  the  need  of  the  wharf  proposed  to  be 
purchased  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and  taxation. 
Government  holds  from  two  thirds  to  three  fourths 
of  the  water  frontage  below  the  bridges,  and  this 
purchase  would  injure  the  city's  trade.  The  city 
lias  only  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  as  the 
taxes  come  principally  upon  that,  the  withdrawal 
of  any  real  estate  is  deprecated. 

That  is  an  abstract  of  these  affidavits;  but  on 
the  other  side  are  the  statements  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  has  presented  from  the  Navy 


Department,  from  officers  there  familiar  with  the 
Kui)ject,and  I  may  say  also  that  1  have  had  a  con- 
versation with  the  owner  of  this  land.  He  did 
me  the  kindness  to  call  on  me,  and  after  a  con- 
versation with  him  I  confess  that  I  was  strongly 
impressed  at  the  time  by  the  advantage  of  the 
proposed  purchase  to  the  Government.  But  then 
when  I  recurred  to  these  affidavits,  coming  all  of 
them  from  well-known  persons  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, I  again  said  to  myself,  "Am  I  so  circum- 
stanced here  that  I  can  decide  this  question  of 
value  ?"  and  it  evidently  has  become  a  question  in 
which  there  is  a  great  deal  of  local  feeling. 

In  regard  to  the  character  of  the  parties  who 
Ijpve  testified,  the  Senator  from  Maine  has  referred 
to  them,  and  particularly  referred  to  the  mayor  of 
the  town  and  some  supposed  bias  that  he  might 
be  under.  I  have  a  letter  in  my  hand  that  I  have 
received  from  a  very  valued  friend,  not  a  specu- 
lator, resident  all  his  life  in^Charlestown,  of  per- 
fect integrity.  I  will  read  some  of  the  passages 
from  it.  Writing  to  me  under  date  of  April  2, 
he  says  as  follows: 

"'Xlie  mayor  of  our  city  has  shown  me  some  depositions 
of  several  persons  relative  to  the  purchase  of  wliaif  prop- 
erty adjoining  the  navy-yard  by  the  Government.  I  have 
no  personal  knowledge  relative  to  the  necessities  of  the 
Government  for  the  use  of  the  property  in  question.  If 
they  iiceii  it,  of  course  they  ought  to  purchase  it  if  they 
can  do  so  at  a  fair  price.  If  they  cannot  so  purchase  they 
ought  to  take  it  by  virtue  of  eminent  domain,  and  pay  its 
appraised  value  according  to  law.  My  object  in  writingto 
you  about  the  matter  is  to  give  you  the  benefit  of  what 
jinowledge  I  have,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  of  service  to 
you  when  the  question  comes  before  the  Senate. 

"I  know  personally  very  well  most  of  the  gentlemen 
whose  depositions  I  referto,  (copies  of  which  I  understand 
you  have  seen,)  and  I  know  them  all  by  reputation.  They 
are  men  of  large  property  and  character.  Tliey  are  in  a 
position  in  society  such  as  removes  them  entirely  from  the 
suspicion  of  being  improperly  influenced  in  this  matter. 
Their  large  experience  as  property-holders  and  their  well- 
known  sound  practical  judgu'ent  in  business  matters  will 
not  be  questioned  anywhere  under  circumstances  admit- 
ting of  a  cross-examination  of  the  questioner.  Tlie  depo- 
sitions of  these  men  are  a6soi«fe/j/ concZusiue  as  to  the  value 
of  the  propertyin  question, and  liiey  would  so  stand  before 
any  tribunal  in  the  world  fit  to  decide  upon  the  question. 
This  being  so,  the  proposed  transaction  hears  upon  its  face 
the  marks  of  a  speculation  by  which  the  Treasury  is  to  be 
robbed  of  some  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  With  such 
a  sum  as  this  as  the  stake,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  parlies 
in  interest  can  well  afford  to  pay  considerable  sums  lo  de- 
ceive and  befog  the  officers  of  the  Government.  But  with 
the  above-named  depositions  as  a  part  of  the  record  of  the 
case,  the  Adniiuistratiou  which  makes  such  a  purchase  as 
is  proposed  would  be  utterly  without  defense  in  relation  to 
it,  if  its  opponents  should  choose  to  use  it  against  them  be- 
fore the  people.   . 

"  If  the  Government  really  need  the  wharves,  it  will  be 
far  better  for  them  to  take  what  they  want  and  have  its 
value  appraised.  But  as  to  the  necessities  orconvenience 
of  having  the  property  at  all,  it  seems  to  me  the  depositions 
are  pretty  conclusive  against  the  proposition." 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  this  writer  in  ad- 
vance comes  to  the  very  conclusion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  that  the  Government  had 
better  have  it  appraised  and  pay  for  it  according 
to  the  judgment  of  a  jury.  Now  I  come  to  the 
mayor  of  Charlestown,  in  regard  to  whom  the 
Senator  from  Maine  made  a  suggestion.  My  cor- 
respondent goes  on  to  say: 

"But  the  point  which  I  more  especially  desire  to  call 
your  attention  to,  and  which  has  induced  me  to  write  to 
you  about  this  matter,  is  the  attempt  to  befog  the  case  by 
attributing  motives  of  rival  interest  to  Mayor  Stone  in  his 
opposition  to  this  purchase  by  the  Government.  It  is  said 
that  he  is  interested  in  lands  on  the  Mystic  river,  on  the 
otlier  side  of  the  navy-yard,  which  he  is  desirous  lo  sell  to 
the  Government,  instead  of  having  it  buy  the  proposed 
wharves.  I  happen  to  be  in  a  position  to  know  the  designs 
and  prospects  of  the  owners  of  the  lands  on  Mystic  river 
referred  to.  They  are  owned  by  the  Mystic  River  Corpo- 
ration, which  comprises  all  the  riparian  owners  on  the  shore 
of  Mystic  river  between  Maiden  and  Chelsi'a  bridges.  The 
same  parties,  besides  their  corporate  property  in  the  flats, 
own  large  estates  adjoining  in  their  several  private  capaci- 
ties. Therefore  it  is  that  the  character  of  the  use  to  which 
the  corporate  flats  shall  be  devoted  is  of  much  more  con- 
sequence to  them  than  the  price  for  which  the  corporate 
flats  shall  be  sold.  They  have  a  most  important  plan  for 
the  improvement  of  this  property  which  has  been  prose- 
cuted by  them  for  years  with  great  persistence,  and  which 
I  can,  from  my  peculiar  point  of  view,  sec  is  about  to  be 
accomplished.  The  consummationofthisgreat  plan  would 
be  completely  defeated  by  a  sale  of  a  portion  of  the  corpo- 
rate lands  to  the  Governmejit.  I  know,  therefore,  that  they 
do  not  want  to  sell  to  the  Government,  and  that  they  would 
be  very  unwise  to  do  so  at  any  price.  On  the  contrary,  it 
would  be  manifestly  for  the  interest  of  the  owners  ot'the 
Mystic  river  property  to  have  the  Government  buy  the  other 
wharves,  and  thus  lake  wharf  properly  out  of  ihe  way  of 
competing  with  them  fof  business  purposes." 

This  is  what  this  writer  says  in  regard  to  the 
mayor  of  Charlestown. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  What  is  the  writer's 
name? 

Mr.  SUMNER.    The  Senator  can  have  the  let- 
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ter,  but  1  do  not  wish  it  to  go  into  the  discussion 
with  ihe  name,  as  it  is  written  to  nie  as  a  private 
letter. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  What  is  t!ie  writer's  oc- 
cupnlion.' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  from  Maine  in- 
quires as  to  tlie  occuiiation  of  my  correspondent. 
1  cannot  precisely  answer  that  question  now,  but 
1  can  say  that  he  has  been  repeatedly  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  from  Charlestown,a  man  of  saga- 
city and  tried  integrity,  and  great  familiarity  nat- 
urally with  the  home  of  his  youth  and  of  his  life 
in  a  .small  place,  as  Charlestown  is.  I  call  atten- 
tion now  [larticularly  to  his  very  positive  state- 
ment that  the  mayor  of  Charlestown  wjiohasbeej^ 
brought  into  ihis  question  can  be  under  no  per- 
sonal influence  to  testify  against  the  purchase  of 
this  wharf  property.  My  correspondent  concludes 
as  follows: 

"Tliismntter  is  felt  by  citizens  of  Chnrlestown  who  have 
no  special  interest  in  tlie  profits  of  a  speculation,  to  be  a 
prctly  important  one.  1  liuve  no  doubt  it  will  receive  your 
careful  consideraUon." 

Under  the  circumstances,  considering  the  sum 
involved,  considering  the  diversity  of  opinion  on 
the  question  especially  of  value,  considering  also 
the  local  feeling  which  seems  to  have  been  started 
in  the  matter,  I  must  say  that  I  have  my  doubts 
about  the  expediency  of  the  Government  under- 
talcing  to  make  the  purchase  in  the  way  proposed. 
1  therefore  thiiik  that  it  would  be  better  for  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  to  introduce  a  proposition  authorizing 
the  Government  to  take  this  land  by  virtue  of  its 
eminent  domain  at  the  value  which  shall  be  as- 
sessed by  a  jury.  Let  it  be  done  in  that  way,  and 
then  these  various  protestants  against  the  pro- 
posed purchase  will  have  no  ground  of  complaint. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  The  last  sentence  spoken  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachuseits  proves  how  fair 
he  is  on  this  subject.  It  shows  that  he,  at  least, 
has  no  motive  at  variance  with  the  possession  of 
the  property  spoken  of  by  the  Government,  be- 
cause he  announces  himself  as  ready  and  willing 
and  rec6mmends  the  introduction  of  a  measure 
for  the  condemnation  of  this  property  to  public 
use.  In  my  opinion,  if  his  correspondent  were 
equally  fair  with  the  Senator  he  would  not  have 
written  the  letter  that  he  has  written. 

The  Senator  has  said,  and  we  have  experienced 
the  fact  in  and  out  of  the  Finance  Committee  of 
this  body,  that  there  has  been  a  gr^at  deal  of  feel- 
ing gotten  up  on  this  subject  relating  to  the  pur- 
chase of  this  property.  It  is  a  matter,  perhaps, 
of  interesting  inquiry  to  know  why  there  has  been 
so  much  feeling  at  the  city  of  Charlestown  as  to 
a  matter  involving  the  purchase  of  $130,000  worth 
of  property  by  the  Government  at  that  place.  I 
do  not  understand,  nordo  1  wish  toplace  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  in  the  position  of  making 
a  contest  against  this  purchase.  He  has  said 
what  he  has  said  more  in  the  way  of  suggestion 
probal)ly,  but  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts whether  there  is  another  city  in  the  Union, 
ill  hisopinion,  where  the  Government  would  pro- 
pose to  purchase  $130,000  of  wharf  property, 
water  front,  that  it  might  be  added  to  a  navy- 
yard  located  there,  where  the  people  would  have 
troubled  themselves  so  much,  busied  themselves 
BO  much,  interested  themselves  so  deeply  to  pre- 
vent the  "plunder"  of  the  Government  as  his 
correHpondent  says?  Is  there  another  city  in  the 
Union  that  would  havedevelopedthesaraeamount 
of  public  feeling  to  prevent  the  plunder  of  the 
Government  that  has  been  developed  in  the  pure 
and  immaculate  city  of  Charlestown.' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  This  is  under  the  shadow  of 
Bunker  Hill,  I  would  remind  the  Senator. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  It  is  a  great  pity,  taking  the 
Senator's  explanation,  that  Bunker  Hill  is  not  so 
high  that  it  should  cast  a  shadow  over  the  entire 
land.  Oh,  what  a  country  we  should  have  if  all 
were  as  pure  as  the  people  of  the  city  of  Charles- 
town I 

Mr.  President,  it  is  not  my  business  to  enter 
into  a  defense  of  this  purchase.  1  am  an  humble 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Finance;  and  the 
explanations  connected  wit|i  the  views  reported 
by  that  committee  here  come  properly  and  legit- 
imately from  its  distinguished  chairman,  where 
we  generally  leave  it;  but  with  others  I  sat  with 
that  gentleman  patiently,  day  after  day,  consider- 
ing every  objection  that  has  been  made,  includ- 
ing tho««  alatcd  by  tiie  Senator  from  Massachu- 


setts and  those  stated  in  the  memorandum  that 
I  have  taken  from  liis  desk;  and  we  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  the  property  was  needed  by 
the  Government  if  the  yard  should  continue  at 
Charlestown,  and  that  as  a  consequence  the  Gov- 
ernment could  not  do  better  than  to  buy  it. 

Just  think  of  such  a  reason  as  this  furnished 
by  the  citizens  of  Charlestown  as  a  ground  why 
the  Government  should  not  add  by  purchase  to 
the  navy-yard  located  at  that  place,  "  the  need 
of  the  wharf  proposed  to  be  purchased,  for  pur- 
poses of  trade  and  taxation  !"  What  does  it  mean? 
What  is  tiie  explanation  of  that?  If  the  Govern- 
ment shall  make  this  purchase,  the  taxes  formerly 
derived  from  this  property  will  be  added  to  the 
taxes  on  the  property  of  the  Senator's  constitu- 
ejits  at  the  city  of  Charlestown,  which  rests  "  un- 
der the  shadow  of  Bunker  Hill,"  and  we  know, 
accoriling  to  the  Senator's  statement,  what  influ- 
ence that  shadow  has  exerted  over  the  land. 

"The  Government  holds,"  this  paper  con- 
tinues, "from  two  thirds  to  three  fourths  of  all 
the  water  frontage  below  the  bridges;"  and  yet 
it  is  stated  to  you  by  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  it  is  an  incontrovertible  fact,  that 
whenever  the  Government  moored  a  ship  there, 
they  diu  it  with  nearly  one  half  its  entire  length, 
if  the  vessel  was  of  any  considerable  size,  reaching 
across  private  property,  and  preventing  its  use 
otherwise.  They  have  another  alternative,  and 
what  is  it?  It  is  to  take  the  ship  into  the  stream 
and  anclor  it  there  with  four  anchors.  But  the 
Char!esto>vn  people,  purified  by  "  the  shadow  of 
Bunker  Hill,"  say  that  the  Government  holds 
from  two  thirds  to  threefourths  of  the  waterfront- 
age  below  the  bridges,  and  this  purchase  "  would 
injure  the  city's  trade."  It  is  not  my  province 
and  perhaps  it  would  not  be  proper  forme  todis- 
ciss  a  question  involving  whether  the  mayor  of  the 
ciiy  of  Charlestown  is  interested,  or  to  what  ex- 
tent he  is  interested,  in  opposiiig-this  purchase. 
I  dismiss  that  part  of  the  case  with  this  remark, 
that  ir.  my  opinion  if  he  were  less  interested  in 
lands  in  that  vicinity,  neither  he  nor  anybody 
from  him  would  have  appeared  here  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  this  appropriation  and  the  pur- 
chase of  this  property.  I  am  clearly  of  that  opin- 
idn  as  to  what  the  mayor's  course  would  be  if 
he  were  less  interested  in  making  land  an  anchor- 
age for  ships  in  and  about  the  city  of  Charles- 
town, which  "rests  in  the  shadow  of  Bunker 
Hill." 

"  The  city  has  only  six  hundred  acres  of  land; 
and  as  the  taxes  come  principally  upon  that,  the 
withdrawal  of  any  real  estate  is  deprecated." 
Just  think  of  that  sir,  for  a  reason  I  I  never  would 
vote  for  this  appropriation  to  purchase  the  property 
involved,  if  it  were  not  that  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Charlestown  navy-yard  from  Charlestown  would 
oe  a  great  loss  to  the  Government;  but  I  wo^ild 
withdraw  that  navy-yard  and  put  it  somewhere 
else,  and  see  how  they  would  like  that;  see  how 
the  city  of  Charlestown,  luxuriating  morally  and 
purely  "  in  the  shade  of  Bunker  Hill,"  would 
carry  6n  its  government  without  the  great  expend- 
itures whicii  have  built  up  their  city,  in  the  main 
made  by  the  General  Government  there. 

Why,  sir,  if  I  were  a  citizen  of  the  city  of 
Charlestown,  living  under  the  shade  of  that  ven- 
erable monument,  i  would  be  ashamed  to  come 
here  to  Congress  to  say  to  the  Government, 
"You  must  not  pay  |130,000  for  the  property 
that  is  there  necessary  to  your  possession,  because 
it  you  do  it  will  impose  tipon  us  an  additional 
burden  in  supporting  the  government  of  our  city." 
I  would  00  ashamed  of  it,  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
Mr.  President;  and  if  I  represented  that  constit- 
uency I  would  take  care,  for  the  time  being,  that 
they  should  have  no  representative  here.  They 
do  a  meaner  thing  than  that,  though  that  is  mean 
enough  for  all  purposes.  Living  under  the  shadow 
of  that  venerated  monument,  and  desiring  to  live 
cheaply  there  evidently,  and  not  to  be  overtaxed, 
and  taking  care  thatthe  Government  should  not 
ouy  this  property  that  the  Government  wants  and 
needs,  they  allege  that  their  motive  is  that  the 
Government  shall  not  be  plundered,  which  it 
will  be  if  it  buys,  and  they  set  forth  that  this 
property  has  been  purchased  at  a  lower  price, 
very  much  lower  than  the  Government  is  now 
required  to  pay  for  it.  I  should  like  to  try  the 
mayor  of  Ciiarlcstown,  or  any  other  of  the  pure 
inhb.bitant8  living  under  the  shadow  of  Bunker 
Hill,  as  the  owners  of  this  identical  property,  to 


see  how  much  less  they  would  take  for  it  if  they 
had  it.  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  think  that 
they  would  get  the  last  farthing  for  it,  notwith- 
standing where  they  have  their  abode  and  tlie 
advantages  they  derive  from  that. 

It  would  apjiearas  if  the  Finance  Committee  of 
the  Senate  were  in  favor  of  dealing  extravagantly 
with  the  public  money, as  they  have  recommended 
the  pur '.base  of  this  property,  as  is  proved  by  the 
letters  and  papers  read  here  from  the  mayor  of 
Charlcstov/n  and  the  great  body  of  ils  citizens, 
who  are  deeply  moved  for  fear  Government  should 
be  plundered,  and  as  another  consequence  their 
tuxes  should  be  increased  by  taking  tliis  property 
away  from  taxation.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
it  II  vcd  under  the  shadowof  Bunker  Hill  iii  the 
city  of  Charlestown,  1  should  neither  want  to  be 
mayor  of  the  city  norcontiiiue  to  reside  there  until 
they  changed  their  modes  and  presented  other 
arguments  than  those  found  here  in  opposition  to 
this  purchase. 

The  Finance  Committee  have  considered  and 
examined  every  shade  and  view  of  this  question 
The  need  of  tlic  Government  is  great.  If  yo\ 
continue  the  yard,  you  must  have  this  property.. 
you  cannot  do  without  it.  These  men  have  go\ 
up  a  great  dispute  as  to  how  it  may  collaterally 
affect  other  property,  with  which  we  have  noth- 
ing to  do.  I  think  it  is  assuming  a  great  deal  for 
either  them  or  any  oneelse  whenit  is  assumed  that 
the  Kinance  Committee,  of  which  my  honorable 
friend  from  Maine  is  the  chairman,  would  recom- 
mend the  expejiditure  of  a  dollar  of  the  public 
money  that  could  be  avoided  at  this  time  or  at 
any  otlrer  time.  I  very  much  incline  to  think 
that,  notwithstanding  the  advantages  of  residence 
that  this  pure  constituency  have  as  stated  by  the 
Senator,  they  would  have  done  themselves  much 
more  credit  by  remaining  at  home  and  allowing 
the  Government  through  its  proper  agencies  to 
make  such  purchases  as  upon  close  investigation 
are  found  most  profitable  and  necessary  to  the 
public  service. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  think  the  proper  course  to  be 
pursued  by  the  Senate  in  relation  to  this  matter 
is  very  plain.  I  know  nothing  of  the  parties  that 
have  manifestly  an  interest  in  the  purchase  of  thi» 
property,  and  1  care  nothing  about  them,  whethei 
they  be  the  owners  of  the  property,  or  the  people 
of  Charlestown  generally;  but  I  know  one  fact> 
that  the  Government  in  an  infinity  of  instance! 
has  been  mostegregiously  swindledand  plundereJ 
by  such  transactions,  and  all  for  the  want  of  a  gen- 
eral law  which  Congress  could  pass  very  readily, 
1  suppose  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days. 
When  the  Government  needs  real  estate  in 
Charlestown  or  anywhere  else,  for  forts,  arsenals, 
dock-yards,  or  other  public  works  that  are  neces- 
sary for  the  operations  of  the  Government,  tho 
Government  has  the  right  to  go  upon  the  prop- 
erty and  to  have  a  judicial  assessment  of  its  value 
made,  and  to  take  it  at  its  value.  All  that  is  need- 
ful to  produce  such  a  result  is  a  general  law  on 
the  subject.  Ifageneral  law  to  thisend  had  been 
passed  forty  years  ago,  the  Government  would 
iinve  saved  millions  and  millions  of  dollars  that 
have  been  extorted  from  it  in  the  most  extrava- 
gant a  -d  fabulous  prices  it  has  paid  for  property 
that  it  needed. 

The  United  States  have  a  necessity  for  the  deep 
waters  in  Charlestown  harbor  or  the  best  water 
in  any  other  harbor:  there  is  a  plain  and  simple 
mode  by  which  they  may  get  jhe  water  and  a 
shore  upon  the  water.  It  is  to  pass  a  law  au- 
thorizing a  judicial  proceeding  tliat  shall  result 
in  the  appointment  of  commissioners  or  the  em- 
paneling of  a  jury  to  go  and  examine  the  prop- 
erty and  ascertain  and  assess  its  value,  and  the 
Government  is  then  entitled  to  the  property  at 
'hat  value. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Allow  mc  to  state  that  tho 
Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collameu]  liasjust 
made  a  suggestion  to  me,  and  perhaps  ilio  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  can  answer  it.  It  is  this:  sup- 
pose such  a  law  to  be  passed,  would  the  Govern- 
ment acquire  jurisdiction  over  the  property.' 
Would  it  be  exempt  from  taxation? 

Mr.  DAVIS.  It  might  not  be  exempt  from 
taxation. 

Mr.  GL'IMES.  But  be  liable  to  be  taxed  for 
State  and  corporation  purposes  ? 

Air  DAVIS.  Suppose  they  were,  what  would 
it  amount  to?  , 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
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further  to  suggest  what  kind  of  government  we 
should  have  in  tlic  yard  without  having  jurisdic- 
tion from  the  State  ceded?  How  would  you  gov- 
err.  the  men  in  the  yard? 

Mr.  DAVIS.  The  Government  could  have 
jurisdiction. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Notunless  the  State  chose 
to  grant  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  The  Government  could  not  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  unless  the  State  would  re- 
lease; but  it  could  have  concurrent  jurisdiction 
with  the  State  government  and  with  the  State  au- 
thorities. It  could  havejurisdiction' sufficient  for 
all  tb>  purposes  of  a  navy-yard.  I  admit  that  it 
is  most  convenient,  and  probixbly  would  be  most 
for  the  harmony  of  the  working  of  the  two  jurisdic- 
tions, that  where  this  Government  acquires  prop- 
erty of  this  kind  there  should  be  such  a  release 
as  would  pass  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  land.  Would 
there  be  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  such  a  release 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State?  I  suppose  not. 
It  has  been  obtained  in  hundreds  of  other  places 
ft  im  the  various  States;  and  there  will  be  just  as 
little  difficulty  in  getting  it  from  Massachusetts 
as  from  any  other  State,  I  suppose. 

I  have  no  doubt,  from  everything  I  have  heard, 
that  this  property  is  offered  to  the  Government  for 
too  much  money;  the  price  asked  is  too  large;  it  is 
.nore  than  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  land;  it  is 
more  than  the  United  States  ought  to  pay  for  it; 
butitisonly  onecase  in  a  thousand.  The  United 
States  very  seldom  purchase  property  in  the  way 
of  real  estate  for  such  a  purpose  that  it  does  not 
pay  two  or  three  prices  for  it.  If  a  general  law 
pointing  out  the  mode  in  which  property  should 
be  assessed  that  the  Government  needed  for  its 
convenience  or  its  operations  had  been  passed 
fifty  yearsago,  millions  upon  millions  would  have 
been  saved  to  the  Treasury  in  getting  property  at 
a  fair  assessed  value,  and  preventing  the  swin- 
dliiigand  plundering  operations  to  which  theGov- 
ernmcnt  has  been  made  to  submit.  Apolicy  of 
this  kind  ought  to  be  introduced  at  some  time,  and 
now  is  just  as  good  a  time  to  begin  as  any  other. 
I  l)elieve  this  appropriation  ought  not  to  be  made 
but  ought  to  be  voted  down,  and  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  ought  to  introduce  a  general  law 
regulating  the  mode  in  which  private  property 
may  be  taken,  at  its  value  assessed,  for  public 
use.  Such  a  law  could  be  passed  very  speedily, 
and  I  suppose  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  months 
Ibis  piece  of  property  or  any  other  property  the 
Government  might  need  anywhere  could  be 
brought  under  the  operation  of  such  a  law,  and 
paid  for  and  acquired  by  the  Government  in  that 
mode. 

I  think  that  is  a  very  plain  policy  and  an  im- 
perative one.  It  is  necessary  to  prevent  extor- 
tion, and  I  am  amazed  that  such  a  law  was  not 
passed  years  and  scores  of  years  ago.  Every 
State  has  such  a  law,  I  presume.  My  State  has 
it,  and  it  never  submits  itself  to  be  extorted  and 
plundered  from  by  private  individuals  in  their 
attempt  to  compel  the  State  to  pay  the  price  which 
the  owner  of  any  property  may  ask  for  that  prop- 
erty where  it  is  necessary  to  appropriate  it  to  the 
public  use.  We  have  a  general  law  upon  the 
subject.  We  appoint  commissioners  or  we  sum- 
mon ajury.  The  commissioners  or  the  jury  go 
upon  the  premises  and  assess  the  value  of  the 
land.  They  do  it  judicially;  they  do  it  upon  an 
investigation  of  the  subject,  upon  hearing  proof 
of  its  value.  They  make  their  report,  and  theirre- 
port  passes  under  the  revision  and  judgment  of 
a  court.  If  there  is  any  error  in  it  of  fact  or  of 
law  of  sufficient  moment,  the  report,  whether  it 
be  by  a  jury  or  commissioners,  is  set  aside  and  a 
new  proceeding  is  had.  But  it  is  upon  this  mode 
of  proceeding,  that  is  perfectly  fair  and  just  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  owners  of  private 
property,  that  the  assessment  is  made  and  the 
property  is  transferred  from  the  owner  to  the 
State  for  the  public  use;  and  itseems  tome  asplain 
a3  the  case  put  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  the  other  day,  that  two  and  two 
do  not  make  five,  that  such  a  system  as  this 
ought  to  be  adopted,  and  that  now  is  a  very  good 
time  to  adopt  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  As  I  was  not  able  to  con- 
cur with  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance as  to  the  necessity  of  this  appropriation,  1 
will  very  briefly  state  the  reasons  wliyl  could  not 
concur  with  them.    As  a  general  rule  I  am  op- 


posed to  the  purchase  of  any  real  estate  or  other 
property  by  the  Government  during  a  time  of  war, 
unless  the  necessity  of  it  is  made  apparen  t.  The 
appropriations  of  money  in  a  time  like  thisshould 
be  confined  simply  to  the  purposes  of  war  unless 
the  necessity  is  apparent  and  clear.  There  is  no 
estimate  for  this  appropriation  in  the  regular  es- 
timates. I  believe  it  was  not  submitted  to  us 
in  that  way.  It  came  in  the  form  of  a  recom-* 
mendation  from  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Admiral  Smith,  who  appeared  before 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  it  was 
inserted  by  them  in  the  bill.  Admiral  Smith  and, 
I  believe.  Admiral  Stringhani  came  before  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  made  their  statements. 
I  listened  to  every  word  they  had  to  say,  and 
also  to  what  was  said  by  those  who  opposed  this 
appropriation,  and  I  was  notconvinced  of  the  ne- 
cessity for  it. 

The  United  States  own  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
Charlestown,  embracing,  I  think,  over  three  thou- 
sand feet  of  water  front.  A  portion  of  this  is 
deep  water,  and  a  portion  of  it  is  shallow.  From 
an  examination  of  the  question  I  was  not  satis- 
fied but  that,  by  cribbing,  the  United  States  might 
acquire  deep  water  front  on  its  own  ground  at  a 
far  less  expense  than  would  be  required  by  the 
purchase  of  this  land. 

But  there  was  another  view  that  made  an  im- 
pression on  my  mind.  It  seems  that  for  several 
years  Admiral  Smith  desired  to  purchase  apiece 
of  land  adjacent  to  the  navy-yard,  then  belong- 
ing to  the  firm  of  which  Mr.  Eldredge  was  one. 
After  a  good  deal  of  delay  he  prevailed  on  Con- 
gress to  buy  that  land  adjoining  the  navy-yard. 
During  all  that  time  there  was  no  suggestion 
made,  so  far  as  I  could  see,  that  any  more  land 
was  necessary  except  that  particular  piece  then 
owned  by  the  firm  of  Oakman&  Eldredge.  There 
was  no  allegation  that  more  land  besides  that  was 
needed,  that  land  still  further  west  was  needed, 
and  the  pressure  was  made  upon  Congress  to  buy 
that  particular  piece  of  land,  and  after  some  delay 
Congress  appropriated  $120,000  to  buy  that  land 
of  Eldredge.  There  was  no  suggestion  at  that 
time,  as  L  have  said,  that  we  wanted  land  still 
further  west  and  adjacent  to  the  purchase  then 
made.  That  land  could  have  been  purchased,  ac- 
cording to  the  testimony  before  us,  at  a  far  less 
sum  than  is  now  proposed  to  be  paid  for  it;  but 
there  was  no  claim  or  pretense  then  made  to  Con- 
gress that  more  land  was  needed.  The  purchase 
was  made  of  Eldredge  for  $120,000  and  paid  for 
two  year's  ago,  in  the  summer  of  1862,  since  this 
warcommenced.  It  was  purchased  on  theground 
that  we  were  then  compelled  sometimes  to  extend 
our  vessels  beyond  our  lines  and  to  front  on  the 
land  of  Eldredge.  That  argument  prevailed,  and 
Congress  bouglit  that  land. 

Wliat  occurred  then?  Shortly  afterwards  El- 
dredge bought  the  adjacent  land  to  that'which  we 
had  purchased,  two  pieces  containing  about  three 
hundred  feet  of  water  front,  and  about  as  much 
land  fronting  on  a  street  in  the  town  of  Charles- 
town,  for  $104,000.  Then  for  the  first  time  after 
this  firm  purchased  this  land  the  suggestion  was 
made  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
wanted  a  portion  of  the  water  front.  I  looked  at 
the  dates,  and  that  created  an  impression  upon 
my  mind. 

If  two  years  ago,  when  we  wanted  as  much 
water  front  as  we  do  now,  for  all  that  appears, 
when  we  were  engaged  in  the  war,  if  this  land 
that  is  now  about  to  be  purchased  was  needed, 
why  was  not  the  demand  for  its  purchase  made 
then  upon  Congress  ?  The  whole  of  it  could  then 
have  been  purchased  for  $104,000;  but  no  sugges- 
tion of  that  kind  was  made.  Eldredge  bought  it 
for  $104,000;  and  now  he  proposes  to  sell  to  the 
United  States  less  than  one  half  of  it  in  territorial 
extent,  but  nearly  the  whole  water  frontage,  as 
the  Senator  from  Maine  says — all  I  think  but 
thirty  feet  of  water  front — an  angle  including  most 
of  the  water  front,  l)ut  none  of  the  back  fronton 
the  streets  of  Charlestown,  less,  I  say,  than  one 
half  the  territorial  extent  of  the  ground 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  More  than  one  half. 
The  proportion  is  eighty  to  fifty. 

Mr.  S,HERMAN.  The  Senator  is  a  good 
mathematician,  and  he  can  calculate  itforhimself 
very  readily.  This  piece  is  an  irregular  parallelo- 
gram. We  do  not  get  all  the  water  front  and  we 
get  none  of  the  back  front.  I  do  not  know,  then, 
what  kind  of  shapo  it  is  by  vhich  we  can  get 


more  than  half  the  territorial  extent  of  the  land, 
and  yet  not  get  all  the  water  front  and  none  of 
the  rear.  But  take  the  Senator's  statement:  we 
propose  to  pay  them  $130,000  for  a  portion  of  a 
tract  of  land  that  they  paid  $104,000  for  only  fast 
fall,  and  that,  too,  when  we  bought  a  piece  of  land 
from  them  two  yearsago  without  any  suggestion 
that  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  buy  this  adjoin- 
ing piece,  which  we  certainly  could  have  bought 
as  low  as  Eldredge  bought  it. 

The  impression  made  on  my  mind  was  un- 
favorable, and  I  paid  some  attention  to  the  matter. 
This  land  is  of  no  value  to  us  unless  we  can  get 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts  the  right  of  emi- 
nent domain.  1  presume  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  would  scarcely,  purchase  it  unless 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  would  cede  jurisdic- 
tion to  us.  Here  is  a  local  opposition  from  the 
city  of  Charlestown  to  our  purchase.  Is  it  not 
likely  that  local  opposition  will  be  carried  into 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  and  that  a  con- 
troversy will  come  up  there  as  to  ceding  to  the 
United  States  the  right  of  eminent  domain? 

Under  these  circumstances,  with  these  doubts, 
ought  we  to  appropriate  the  money?  1  do  not 
regard  it  as  a  matter  of  any  very  great  moment,  but 
simply  as  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents,  a  business 
transaction.  It  seemed  to  me,  first,  that  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  purchase  was  not  fully  established; 
second,  that  the  price  was  unreasonable,  as  is 
attested  by  the  fact  that  within  so  short  a  time 
the  whole  of  the  propertji,  of  which  this  is  a  part, 
was  bought  for  a  less  sum;  and  third,  that  there 
did  not  appear  to  be  any  reason  why  the  land 
already  in  the  possession  of  the  Government 
could  not,  by  cribbing,  be  made  available  for  the 
purposes  of  this  navy-yard.  Those  are  the  con- 
siderations that  induced  me  to  vote  against  the 
proposition  in  committee. 

1  will  state  another  consideration  that  if  is  well 
enough  forus  to  reflect  upon.  A  great  many  very 
harsh  and  probably  unjust  statements  have  been 
made  in  the  House  of  Representatives  about  this 
purchase.  If  the  necessity  of  the  purchase  was 
made  manifest,  I  would  disregard  them;  but  un- 
der the  circumstances  I  should  prefer  that  this 
purchase  at  least  should  be  postponed  until  we 
can  have  a  fuller  investigation  about  it.  That 
certainly  will  not  create  any  great  embarrassment 
to  the  Government,  because  if  it  be  necessary 
they  can  take  this  part  of  the  property  by  paying 
whatever  is  necessary  even  for  its  use  or  occupa- 
tion. It  will  be  no  harm  to  the  Government  and 
no  detriment  to  the  public  service  to  postpone  the 
mattei' until  next  winter,  and  per})aps  forever. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  do  not  feel  disposed  to 
argue  the  question  over  again.  I  rise  merely  to 
suggest  that  we  cannotget  possession  of  this  land 
for  use  or  occupation,  because  these  men  occupy 
it  themselves,  and  carry  on  their  own  very  large 
and  important  business  there.  If  the  Government 
choose  to  buy  it,  very  well,  they  will  go  some- 
where else  to  do  their  business;  but  they  will  not 
let  itto  the  Government  and  break  themselves  up. 
We  must  either  buy  it  or  not  buy  it.  If  we  want 
to  use  it,  we  must  purchase  it. 

An  important  consideration  in  regard  to  the 
price  was  mentioned  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
was  before  us,  and  I  thought  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  justice  in  it.  He  said  that  they  did  a  very 
large  and  profitable  business  there, and  would  be 
compelled  if  they  gave  it  up  to  go  out  of  business 
until  they  could  find  some  other  place  in  which  to 
establish  themselves,  and  they  calculated  that  loss 
as  matter  of  dollars  and  cents  in  connection  with 
the  value  of  the  land. 

If  I  looked  on  this  transaction  merely  as  a 
question  of  value,  how  much  the  property  was 
actually  worth  at  the  present  time  if  sold  in  the 
market  to  anybody  but  the  Government,  1  should 
say  probably  that  the  price  was  too  high,  more 
than  the  property  is  worth  to  the  Government; 
but  my  own  belief  is  that  in  the  course  of  a  year 
or  tsvo  the  Government  would  lose  more  by  the 
want  of  these  facilities  than  the  amount  that  is 
asked  for  this  land. 

A  word  now  in  reply  to  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio.  Men's  minds  are  differently  consti- 
tuted. When  I  believe  men  to  be  high-minded 
and  honorable  officers  of  the  Governnient,  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  thoy  have  acted  honestly  and 
honorably  unless  the  contrary  appears.  My  friend 
from  Ohio  seems  to  be  constituted  differently  and 
to  understand  or  to  be  disposed  'o  tliink  that 
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akliough  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  such 
men  as  Admiral  Smith  and  Admiral  Striiigham 
are  anything  but  honorable  men,  yet  as  tiiey  liave 
not  purchased  this  land  before,  and  it  seems  from 
some  testimony  that  it  might  have  been  done, 
therefore  suspicion  is  to  be  cast  ujion  their  mo- 
tive and  their  action  !  They  have  no  more  inter- 
est in  it  and  feel  no  more  except  as  the  Govern- 
ment is  concerned  tiian  the  honorable  Senator  and 
myself.  He  might  just  as  well  impute  dishonora- 
ble motives  to  mc.  I  do  not  think  the  Senator 
meant  to  impute  them  to  anybody. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  not  only  did  not  mean  to 
Bay  anything  against  Admiral  Siuith  and  Admiral 
Stringham,  but  I  ex|>ressly  disclaimed  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  So  1  supposed;  but  still 
the  tendency  of  the  Senator's  remarks  would  be  to 
create  an  impression  of  that  kind,  because  he  put 
the  question,  why  was  not  the  purchase  made 
before.'  I  gave  the  explanation.  Admiral  Smith 
tried  for  years  to  buy  that  one  piece  of  land  ad- 
joining the  yard,  which  was  owned  by  Oakman 
and  Eldredge.  He  could  not  get  leave  to  buy  that. 
Of  course  he  could  not  buy  and  did  not  think  of 
buying  the  land  beyond  that  unless  he  could  get 
that,  because  he  would  be  cut  off  in  the  middle. 
He  found  it  almost  impossible  to  persuade  Con- 
gress to  buy  that  small  piece  which  everybody 
now  admits  was  absolutely  essential,  and  which 
we  could  not  get  along  without.  In  consequence 
of  tiic  great  increase  of  business,  the  great  num- 
ber of  vessels  sent  to  tjie  yard  to  be  repaired,  it 
has  become  manifest  that  the  advantage  of  the 
Government  demands  that  we  should  have  more 
land  there  if  more  can  be  had. 

The  Senator  says  this  land  was  for  sale  before 
and  the  Government  might  have  bought  it.  Per- 
haps the  Government  might,  but  it  was  not  of- 
fered to  them,  although  the  gentlemen  who  owned 
it  say  they  held  it  and  would  have  been  glad  to 
sell  it  to  the  Government.  That  is  what  Mr. 
Lawrence  said;  but  it  did  not  appear  until  it  was 
purchased  by  these  men  and  they  came  forward 
and  offered  it.  It  having  been  ascertained  that 
it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  Government, 
they  are  disposed  to  sell  if  they  can  sell  on  terms 
sufficiently  advantageous  to  themselves.  If  they 
can,  very  well.  If  they  cannot,  so  be  it.  I  feel 
no  interest  in  the  matter.  I  appeal  to  the  hon- 
orable Senators  from  Massachusetts  on  this  ques- 
tion, inasmuch  as  their  colleagues  in  the  other 
House  have  expressed  their  decided  opinion,  and 
I  felt  rather  inclined  to  be  bound  by  them  and  put 
the  responsibility  on  them.  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  who  has  spoken  lives  in 
the  city  of  Boston  close  by  Charlestown.  If  he 
feels  inclined  to  take  the  responsibility  of  advis- 
ing that  the  Government  shall  not  have  these 
privileges  there  which  the  Government  thinks  it 
ought  to  have  in  order  to  do  the  business  of  the 
yard,  I  am  not  going  to  stand  here  to  quarrel 
with  him  about  what  lies  at  his  own  door.  He 
and  his  colleague  may,  if  they  see  fit,  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  advising  against  it.  I  am  content 
with  the  result.  I  only  want  the  responsibility 
to  rest  where  it  properly  belongs. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  ask  leave  to  give  notice  that  I 
shall  prepare  and  introduce  a  bill  providing  a  gen- 
eral law  for  ass(!ssing  the  value  of  real  estate  that 
the  United  States  may  need  to  take  for  public  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Since  the  appeal  has  been  so 
precisely  made  to  mc,  I  will  answer.  I  do  live 
in  Boston  and  I  know  this  property;  that  is,  as 
onelivingalways  in  its  neighborhood  might  know 
it,  not  pretending,  however,  from  my  experience 
in  life  to  have  any  particular  competency  to  judge 
of  the  value  of  such  property,  and  therefore  per- 
sonally I  give  no  opinion  on  its  value.  I  do  see, 
though,  very  well  how  important  the  property 
may  be  to  the  general  interests  of  the  town,  for 
the  Senate  must  not  forget  that  Charlestown  is 
really  a  very  small  place;. some  of  these  papers  say 
six  hundred  acres  only;  and  all  that  part  of  th'e 
town  that  has  the  best  water  facilities  has  been 
already  occupied  by  the  Government.  1  presume 
that  that  adds  to  the  sensibility  of  the  citizens 
when  it  is  proposed  to  take  the  greater  part  of 
what  remains  of  the  city  so  far  as  it  fronts  upon 
the  water. 

I  come  back,  I  must  say,  after  listening  to  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  to  the  suggesticni  witli  which 
I  started,  that  the  Senate  is  not  the  body  to  audit 
Buch  ft  question.     We  arc  not  masters  in  chan- 


cery or  auditors;  and  since  a  question  has  been 
thrown  into  this  case  with  regard  to  the  value  of 
this  property,  we  had  better,  I  think,  devise  some 
way  of  determining  that  question.  For  one,  I  do 
not  want  to  determine  that  question,  though  I 
have  advantages  which  some  other  Senators  may 
not  have,  from  my  familiniity  with  the  locality, 
and  also  the  character  of  these  witnesses.  Yet, 
'sir,  I  do  not  want  to  determine  that  question; 
especially  1  do  not  want  to  determine  it  against 
the  Government.  1  desire  that  the  Government 
should  have  all  that  it  wants.  I  am  not  behind 
the  Senator  from  Maine  in  that  respect,  either  in 
my  votes  or  in  the  expression  of  my  opinions. 
At  the  same  time  I  come  back  to  where  1  was  at 
the  beginning,  that  all  things  considered,  taking 
into  account  the  local  sentiment  there  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood  of  this  property,  it  would 
be  better  upon  the  whole  that  the  Senate  should 
adopt  some  other  way  of  arriving  at  the  result. 
They  might  follow  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky. 

'  As  for  the  opinions  of  our  colleagues  in  the 
other  House  I  am  not  aware  of  them.  One  of 
them,  to  whom  the  Senator  from  Maine  has  re- 
ferred, I  took  the  pains  to  ask  to  come  to  see  me 
and  confer  on  the  question,  and  I  found  that  he 
referred  me  to  the  parly  in  interest.  At  tliat  time 
he  had  made  no  special  inquiry  into  the  facts  him- 
self. He  handed  me  over  absolutely  to  I  think 
it  is  Mr.  Oakman,  the  party  in  interest, and  I  was 
very  glad  to  see  Mr.  Oakman.  I  found  liim  agree- 
able and  intelligent,  and  1  must  say  that  while  he 
was  with  me  it  seemed  to  me  that  his  cwse  was 
almost  irresistible.  It  was  only  when  again  I 
came  to  review  the  evidence  and  read  over  these 
affidavits  that  it  seemed  to  me  there  was  a  doubt. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  This  Mr.  Oakman,  I 
think,  stated  before  the  committee  that  he  had  no 
anxiety  about  it,  that  he  did  not  care  particularly 
about  selling  the  land 

Mr.  SUMNER.     So  he  said  to  me. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  And  said  he,  "  If  they 
doubt  about  the  price,  just  let  the  Government 
select  twenty  men  in  the  city  of  Boston  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  value  of  such  things  and 
know  the  whole  circumstances  and  understand 
my  business.  I  do  not  want  Charlestovirn  men, 
because  they  are  committed  on  the  subject,  but 
men  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  will  take  three 
out  of  the  twenty  who  may  go  on  and  I  will  abide 
by  their  decision  and  sell  it  for  what  they  say  I 
can  afford  to  sell  it  for." 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  question 
is  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  23,  nays  11;. as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Antliony,  Biickalevv,  Davis,  Dixon, 
Hale,  Ilarliin,  JInrris,  Henderson,  llondiiclcs-,  Howe,  Lane 
of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Foinsroy,  Powell,  Ramstjy,  Sliernian, 
Spracuc,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyclt,  Truniliull,  VVilley, .Wilson, 
and  VVriglil— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Chandler,  Collmnor,  Conncss,  Fessen- 
den,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Howard,  Jolmson,  Riddle,  and 
Wade— II. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  There  is  no 
quorum  voting,  and  the  Senate  is  disabled  from 
proceeding  with  the  public  business  for  the  want 
of  a  quorum. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the'  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday ,  JJpril  11,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  Rev.E.  E.  Hale. 
The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read. 

COUUEOXION  OF  TUB  JOUHNAL. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order 
in  reference  to  the  Journal  of  Saturday,  which 
has  just  been  read.  My  point  is  this:  the  record, 
in  staling  the  language  made  use  of  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Harris,]  makes 
use  of  the  word  "  subjection,"  when  the  word 
made  use  of  was  "  sulijugation." 

The  SPEAKER.  I'lie  Chair  is  informed  that 
the  original  report  is  in  the  hands  of  tlie  Clerk  at 
present.    The  reporter  instructed  the  Clerk  to 


change  the  word  "  subjugation"  to"  subjection." 
The  last  words  are,  "  I  hope  you  will  never  sub- 
jugate the  South."  Where  it  first  occurs  it  is 
changed  by  the  reporter's  authority  to  "  subjec- 
tion." 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  Was  not  that  done  after  the 
vote.' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  was  done  before  the  vote. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  The  language  was  read  from 
the  Clerk's  desk,  and  the  word  used  was  "sub- 
jugation;" and  if  a  change  was  made  it  was  made 
after  that  reading.  After  it  was  read  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  [Mr.  Harris]  said  "that is 
right."  Other  members  remember  the  language 
just  as  I  do. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  As  I  understand,  the 
vote  was  on  the  word  "subjugation."  So  I  un- 
derstood the  resolution  at  the  time.  If  there  is 
to  be  a  change,  I  desire  to  give  another  vote. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  informed  that 
the  resolution  which  was  passed  had  the  word 
"  subjugation;"  that  is,  the  resolution  of  censure. 
The  resolution  of  expulsion  was  the  one  that  was 
corrected  by  the  authority  of  the  reporters.  In  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  which  was  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  93  to  18,  the  word  "subjugation"  was  in 
the  original.  The  resolution  which  failed  con- 
tained the  words  as  taken  from  the  reporters. 
They  afterwards  authorized  the  Clerk  to  change 
"subjugation"  to"  subjection."  One  of  the  gen- 
tleman's colleagues  was  notified  of  that  change 
before  the  vote. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  When  the  vote 
was  taken  on  the  resolution  of  expulsion  it  read 
"subjection,"  1  understand  the  Chair  to  say. 

The  SPEAKER.  On  the  expulsion  resolution 
the  word  was  "subjection."  It  had  been  read 
previously  "subjugation,"  but  it  was  corrected 
by  the  reporter.  In  the  resolution  of  censure 
there  was  no  change. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  All  of  us  voted 
on  the  question  of  expulsion,  with  the  under- 
standing-thai the  word  was  "  subjugation,"  and 
not  "  subjection." 

The  SPEAKER.  When  the  resolution  came 
to  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  it  read  as  it  is  in  the 
Journal. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  submit  to  the  Chair  that 
the  Clerk  is  not  authorized  to  alter  the  statement 
taken  down  at  the  time  in  writing,  and  when  the 
gentleman  sought  to  be  expelled  assented  to  the  • 
language  as  it  was  read.  It  cannot  be  changed 
on  the  authority  of  anybody.  The  language 
must  stand  as  it  was  written  down. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  suppose  a  motion  is  neces- 
sary to  correct  the  Journal. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  asks  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Wash- 
B0RNE.]  The  Journal  clerk  is  under  the  impres- 
sion that  when  the  resolution  was  offered  the  word 
was  "  subjugation,"  and  that  when  it  was  voted 
on  the  word  was  changed  to  "subjection"  by 
the  authority  of  the  reporter.  The  Speaker  was 
not  in  the  chair  at  the  time. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  know  noth- 
ing further  than  that  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Harris]  used  the  word  "  subjection;" 
and  1  made  the  point  in  open  House. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  point  of  order  was  made 
on  the  particular  language  used  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Harris,]  and  the  Speaker 
decided  the  point  of  order  to  be  well  taken,  and 
thereupon  the  gentleman  uttering  the  words  took 
his  seat.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "sub- 
jection" and  to  substitute  for  it  "  subjugation," 
as  the  resolution  stood  originally. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chains  inclined  to  sus- 
tain the  point  of  order,  the  reporter  having  taken 
down  the  word  "subjugation,"  and  that  having 
been  accepted  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 
The  Journal  will  be  corrected  accordingly. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  rise  to  a  cor- 
rection of  the  Journal  in  regard  to  the  request  I 
made  on  Saturday  to  be  excused  from  voting. 
The  language  I  used  was  that  I  wished  to  be  ex- 
cused, because,  with  a  view  to  secure  a -full  sup- 
port to  the  vote  of  censure,  I  asked  the  gentle- 
man who  moved  it  to  anftend  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  that  the 
Journal  be  read,  so  that  we  may  see  wliat  the 
gentleman  desires  to  have  corrected. 

The  Journal,  which  wasrcad,simply  stated  that 
Mr.  I?RowN  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  will  state  that 
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neither  the  reason  for  asking  to  be  excused  from 
voting  nor  any  other  debate  is  ever  entered  upon 
the  Journal. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  That  ia  a-part 
of  my  motion.  I  now  move  to  correct  the  Jour- 
nal by  adding  to  what  is  entered  there  the  fol- 
lowing: 

r'ov  the  reason  that  with  the  view  of  securing  a  full  sup- 
port to  llic  resolution  he  had  aslted  the  gentleman  wlio  in- 
troduced it  to  modify  it  l)y  striking  out  a  certain  word  so  as 
to  make  it  purely  a  vote  of  censure. 
•  The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that 
thei-e  is  no  such  instance  known  in  his  experience, 
or  in  that  of  those  near  him,  in  the  Journals  of 
Congress;  but  the  Chair  has  no  doubt  of  the  right 
of  the  gentleman  to  make  the  motion,  the  same  as 
lie  would  have  to  move  to  have  liis  whole  speech 
inserted  in  theJournal,  if  hecan  obtai.n  avote  forit. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to  amend, 
and  it  wms  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  1  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  make  a  statement  of  my  vote  upon  the  res- 
olution of  censure  of  Saturday,  as  it  was  reduced 
to  writing  and  voted  on. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  object. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  should  have  voted 
differently  if  the  language  had  been  so  changed.  I 
voted  for  the  resolution  based  on  the  language  as 
it  stood  before  correction  this  morning. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Michigan.  1  notice  that 
my  name  is  not  recorded  on  the  vote  of  censure.  I 
voted  in  the  affirmative.  I  ask  to  have  the  record 
amended  accordingly. 

The  correction  was  made  accordingly. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  My  name,  I  find,  is  not  re- 
corded on  the  same  vote.  I  voted  in  the  affirm- 
ative, and  ask  that  the  correction  be  made. 

The  correction  was  made  accordingly. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  copies  of  the  report  of  Major 
GeneralU.  S.  Grant  of  the  battle  of  Chattanooga, 
and  all  the  reports  of  sub-commanders  which  have 
been  received;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded,  as  the  regular  or- 
der of  business,  to  call  the  committees  for  reports 
to  be  referred  and  not  to  be  brought  back  by  mo- 
tions to  reconsider. 

DIPLOMATIC  APPROPKIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  back  an  act  (H.  R.  No.  40) 
making  appropriations  for  the  consular  and  dip- 
lomatic expenditures  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1865;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  oftheWhole  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

AMASA  IIOLDEN. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  PRICE,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Amasa  Holden,  a 
revolutionary  soldier  asking  for  a  pension;  and 
the  same  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

MRS.  SHIRCLIFP. 

Mr.  WHALEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
ShirclilT;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

EMILY  A.  LYON. 
Mr.  WHALEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Emily 
A.  Lyon;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

■WILLIAM  BURNS. 

Mr.  WHALEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  fotthe  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Burns;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
EDWARD  WILLIAMS. 

Mr.  WHALEY,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Williams;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


PETER  NAVARRE. 
Mr.  WHALIi^Y,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  i-eported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Peter  Navarre;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MARY  SCALES  ACEARDI. 
Mr.  WHALEY,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Mary  Scales  Aceardi;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CALL  OF  STATES. 

The  call  of  committees  having  been  concluded, 

the  Speaker  proceeded,  as  the  business  next  in 

order,  to  call  the  States  for  resolutions  and  bills 

for  reference,  commencing  with  the  State  of  Maine. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 
Mr.  HOOPER  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  a 
national  currency,  secured  by  a  pledge  of  United 
States  bonds,  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation 
and  redemption  thereof;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
its  consideration  postponed  until  Saturday  next, 
after  the  morning  hour. 

MERCANTILE  MARINE, 
Mr.  ELIOT  introduced  a  resolution,  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to,  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  to  inquire  what  legisla- 
tion, if  any,  is  expedient  to  secure  for  the  mercan- 
tile marine  service  of  the  United  States  educated 
and  competent  officers  and  seamen;  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

NAVY-YARD  ON  THE  DELAWARE. 

Mr.  BROOMALL  introduced  a  resolution  re- 
questing the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  report 
a  bill  for  the  locating  and  building  a  navy-yard  and 
naval  depot  on  the  Delaware  river  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  Is  it  in  order 
to  move  a  reference  of  the  resolution.' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move  its  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WILSON.    I  rise  to  debate  the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  it  goes  over,  under  the 
rule. 

•      DEATH  OF  JOnN  C.  RIVES. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  all 
heard,  1  suppose,  of  the  death  of  a  very  amiable 
officer  of  this  House.  Although  I  never  move  or 
vote  for  an  adjournment  of  the  House  to  attend 
any  funeral  unless  the  deceased  is  connected  with 
the  House,  yet,  Mr.  Rives  being  an  officer  of  this 
body,  I  deem  it  proper  to  move  that  when  the 
House  adjourns  to-morrow  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Thursday  next,  so  as  to  give  the  members  and 
employes  of  the  House  ah  opportunity  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  John  C.  Rives. 
■  The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  can  only  be 
made  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  I  hope  there  will  be 
no  objection.     . 

Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  No  ob- 
jection.   Agreed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hears  no  objec- 
tion ,  and  -by  unanimous  consent  it  is  ordered  that 
when  the  House  adjourns  to-morrow  it  adjourn 
to  meet  on  Thursday  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

BOARD  OP  NAVAL  ADMINISTRATION. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland,  introduced  a  bill  to 
establish  a  board  of  naval  administration;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

AMENDMENT  OP  RULES. 
Mr.  SCHENCK  offered  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Committee  on  Rules  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  31st  rule  of  this 
House  by  adopting  therelbr  the  following;  and  to 
report  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  by  rule  or 
otherwise: 

And  if  any  member,  present  within  t!ie  bar  of  the  House 
wlien  a  vote  by  yeas  and  nays  is  taken,  shall  neglect  or  re- 
fuse to  answer  to  his  mime  when  called,  he  not  having 
be(ui  previously  excused  by  the  House,  and  that  fact  shall 
be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Speaker  by  any  member  im- 
mediately after  the  reading  of  the  vote  by  the  Clerk,  the 
Speaker  shall  then  direct  the  name  of  the  member  not  vot- 
ing to  be  called  again  by  the  Clerk,  and  if  said  member  still 
declines  to  answer,  the  S^peaker  elmll  thereupon  submit  to 


the  House  for  its  consideration  and  action  as  a  question  of 
privilege  what  order  shall  be  taken  in  the  case  of  such  re- 
cn?ant  member;  and  no  other  motion  or  business  shall  be 
entertained  till  the  ease  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  1  rise  to  debate  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  it  goes  over,  under  tha 
rule. 

AMENDMENT  OP  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  CRAVENS  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions, and  moved  the  previous  question  on  their 
adoption: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country, 
when  the  passions  of  the  people  are  inflamed  and  their 
prejudices  are  excited,  it  is  unwise  and  dangerous  to  at- 
tempt to  alter  or  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ;  that  ample  power  is  contained  within  its  limits  as 
it  now  exists  to  protect  the  national  life,  and  the  exercise 
of  power  not  warranted  by  its  provisions  would  be  to  enter 
the  field  of  revolution,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  ot 
the  people,  tending  to  the  establishment  of  military  despot- 
ism and  the  final  overthrow  of  fi;ee  government  in  America. 

Resolved,  That  any  attempt  by  Congress  to  reduce  States 
to  the  condition  of  Territories  is  as  odious  and  as  revolu- 
tionary in  its  character  and  tendency  as  secession  itself. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Governmentto  listen 
to  and  consider  any  proposition  for  reconciliation  that  may 
be  offered  by  the  insurgents  which  does  not  involve  the 
question  of  separation. 

Resoloed,  That  the  thanks  of  the  nation  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered,  to  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  seamen  who 
have  so  gallantly  borne  our  flag  in  this  hour  of  peril  to  our 
country. 

The  previous  question  was  not  seconded. 
Mr.  WILSON.     I  rise  to  debate  the  resolu- 
tions. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  resolutions  go  over, 
under  the  rule. 

PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  IOWA. 

Mr.  MORRISON  offered  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  to 
the  House  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible  informa- 
tion showing,  first,  the  amount  received  into  th« 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  from  the  two  per 
cent,  fund,  arising  from  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands  made  in  the  Stale  of  Illinoia 
since  January  .1,  1819,  ana  reserved  in  her  ena- 
bling act  for  road  purposes;  giving  the  dates  from 
time  to  time  when  so  received,  and  the  respective 
amount  of  each  payment  opposite  such  dates;  sec- 
ondly, whether  anything  is  charged  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department  against  any  fund,  or  any  offsets 
exist  against  it  there,  and  if  so,  when  and  how  did 
such  charges  occur  or  were  such  offsets  made,  and 
upon  what  basis,  stating  particularly  the  amounts 
and  dates  of  said  charges  or  offsets,  and  the  re- 
spective times,  mode,  or  manner  in  which  such 
two  per  cent,  fund  was  expended,  and  where,  if 
at  all,  and  the  evidence  of  such  expenditure,  and 
the  authority  therefor. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  from  one  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments, requires  unanimous  consent.  Is  there 
objection  ? 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  resolution  lies  over, 
tinder  the  rule. 

BREVET  RANK. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTFI  offered  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  communicate 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  copy  of 
a  resolution  passed  by  this  House  on  the  29ih  of 
January  last,  requesting  him,  if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  service,  to  give  certain  informa- 
tion as  to  the  conferring  of  brevet  rank  on  officers 
of  volunteers,  and  respectfully  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  President  to  the  fact  that  no  answer 
has  yet  been  made  to  the  resolution;  and  moved 
the  previous  question  on  its  adoption. 

The  previous  questiotT  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  its  operation 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  DRIGGS  offered  a  resolution  stating  that 
Saturday  last  had  been  set  apart  for  consideration 
of  reports  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
and  had  been  consumed  by  other  business,  and 
resolving  that  Saturday  next  be  set  apart  after  the 
morning  hour  for  the  consideration  of  bills  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  That  re- 
quires unanimous  consent 

The  SPEAKER.  Yes;  or  a  two-thirds  vote 
after  the  morning  hour  has  expired. 

Mr.  DRiGGS.  I  will  alter  the  resolution  by 
fixing  Thursday,  instead  of  Saturday. 
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There  being  no  ohjection,  Tluirsday  next  was 
fixed  f"of  iliat  purpose. 

WIDOW  OF  ALFUED  M.  LYON. 
Mr.  KASSON  introduced  a  resolution,  which 
was  rrnd,  considered,  and  agreed  to,  instructing 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  to  inquire 
wlirlher  a  pension  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  the 
widow  of  AU'red  M.  Lyon,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
laie  a  sutler  in  ihe  Army  of  liie  United  States, 
who  joined  his  regiment  as  a  soldier  in  the  cam- 
paign against  VicUsburg,  in  the  spring  of  1863, 
ami  was  killed  when  fighting  with  the  regiment  at 
Black  river;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

COURTS  IN  WASUINGTON  TERRITOUY. 

Mr.  WILSON  introduced  a  bill  concerning 
tlie  courts  and  judicial  districts  of  the  Territory 
of  Washington;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred'  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

INTER-STATE  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  WILSON  also  introduced  a  bill  to  regu- 
late commerce  among  the  several  States;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Commiitee  on  Commerce. 

NORTHERN  INDIAN  SUPERINTENDENCY. 
Mr.  HURBARD;  of  Iowa,  introduced  a  bill  to 
abolish    the  Nonhtin    Indian    supeiintendcncy; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

NAVAL  DEPOT  ON  THE  LAKES. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin,  introduced  a  res- 
olution authorizing  the  President  (the  Senate  con- 
curTing)  to  appoint  a  commission  of  three  com- 
petent officer.s  of  the  topographical  corps  to  ex- 
amine the  different  harbors  on  Lake  Cliamplain, 
with  a  view  to  select  a  proper  site  for  a  naval 
depot,  and  to  report  at  the  earliest  time;  and  moved 
the  |)revious  question  on  its  adoption. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  in- 
clude the  oiher  lakes  in  that  resolution. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  that. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  1  ask  ihegentleman  to  in- 
clude the  Mississip|ii  river.  I  think  it  is  perfectly 
proper  that  it  should  be  included. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  That  is  a  dif- 
ferent object  entirely.  I  will  support  any  reso- 
lution wliich  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  may  offer 
for  that  purpose.  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  There  is  no  topographical 
corps;  it  has  been  merged  into  the  engineer  corps 
of  the  Army. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  make  it  the 
engineer  corps  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  If  it'were  open  to  debate  I 
would  say  that  there  ought  to  be  a  naval  officer 
on  the  boartl;  but  it  is  not  open  to  debate,  and  1 
do  not  say  this.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  If  the  gcn- 
tlcinan  isgoing  to  have  thiscommission  appointed 
I  ask  him  to  embrace  Cairo,  Illinois. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  cannot  do  so, 
bocau.se  it  is  on  a  diffi-ront  subject. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  llhnois.  A  naval 
depot  is  in  contemplation  at  Cairo,  Illinois. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  1  demand  the 
previous  question. 

The  House  divided  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question;  and  there  were — ayes 
50,  noes  .30. 

The  SPEAKER  (no  quorum  having  voted)  or- 
dered icIliMs;  and  appointed  Messrs.  Brown  of 
Wi.scon.siii  and  Washdurne  of  Illinois. 

Tlic  [)reviou8  question  was  seconded,  the  tellers 
havitig  reported  ^-ayes  seventy -one,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered. 

The  rcHoluiion  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

PAYMASTEU  (fENKRAL. 

Mr.  McINDOE  introduced  a  bill  regulating  the 
nppoininient  of  the  Paymaster  General;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

CALIFORNIA  POST  ROUTES. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California,  submitted  the  fol- 


lowing resolution;  which  was  read,  considered, 
and  agreed  to: 

Rcsoli-ed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  niid 
Voi't  Ronds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
anthorizin;;  a  mail  route  from  San  Bucna  Ventura,  In  Cali- 
fornia, via  Ilevenna  City  and  Big  Meadows  on  the  Mobare 
river  to  the  sinic  of  the  Jlobare  river;  and  thence  to  Port 
Mobare  on  the  Colorado  river;  and  tlieiice  to  Fort  Whip- 
ple and  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico. 

NEW  MEXICO. 
Mr.  PEREA  presented  memorials  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico  in   reference  to  territorial 
matters;  which  were  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 
Mr.  COLE,  of  Washington,  introduced  a  bill 
amendatory  oftheorganicact  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritory; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

DEBTS  OF  THE  STATES. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  next  business  to  be 
resolutions  calling  for  information  lying  over 
under  the  rule. 

The  first  was  a  resolution  submitted  January 
7th  last  by  Mr.  Blaine,  directing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  report  the  amount  of  debt  in- 
curred in  the  several  States  ia  their  efforts  in  sup- 
pressing the  rebellion. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  I  understand  the  object  of  my 
resolution  is  accomplished  by  a  bill  before  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  I  ask  it  to 
lie  over. 

It  was  ordered  accordingly. 

PAYMENT  IN  COIN. 

The  next  was  a  resolution  submitted  January 
7th  last  by  Mr.  ScoFiELD,requestingthe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  inform  this  House  whether, 
undercxistinglegislation,  the  seven-thirty Treas- 
ur)r  notes  will  be  paid  in  coin. 

Mr.  FENTON  moved  that  the  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EVACUATION  OF  CUMBERLAND  GAP. 

Tile  next  was  a  resolution  submitted  on  Jan- 
uary 18ih  last  by  Mr.  Cox,  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  communicate  to  this  House  copies 
of  a  communication  fiom  Brigadier  General  G. 
W.  Morgan  to  Adjutant  Genci-al  Thomas,  dated 
Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  June  6,  1863,  the  same 
being  in  reply  to  that  portion  of  the  official  report 
of  Major  General  Halleck  relative  to  the  evacu- 
ation of  Cumberland  Gap. 

The  i-esolution  was  laid  over. 

The  SPEAKEPc  staled  the  next  business  in 
order  to  be  resolutions  where  debate  has  arisen 
and  which  were  laid  over  under  the  rule. 

DICTIONARY  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  first  was  a  resolution  submitted  December 
14th  last  by  Mr.  Dewing,  to  print  the  regular  num- 
ber of  copies  of  a  work  prepared  by  the  librarian, 
entitled  A  Dictionary  of  the  United  States  Con- 
gress, for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DEMING  withdi-ew  the  resolution. 

OBJECTS  OF  THE  WAJl. 

The  next  was  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
FiNCic  on  December  14ih  last,  declaring  that  the 
present  war  shall  be  waged  without  feeling  of  mere 
resentment,  oppression,  or  subjugation,  InU  to  de- 
fend and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constilu- 
tibn. 

Mr.  FINCK.  I  have  said  all  I  desired  to  in 
reference  to  that  resolution  on  January  28th  lust. 

Mr.  COX.  I  demand  the  previous  question  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  COX.  I  ask  my  colleague  to  withdraw  the 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table.  This  is  the  Crit- 
tenden resolution,  which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
House  once  already. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  WILSON  renewed  it. 

Mr.  COX  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  81,  nays  64;  as  follows: 

VEAS — Messrs.  Alley.  Alll.son,  Ames,  Ander.son,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  I).  Bahhvlii,  Baxter,  Beaitian,  DIninc,  Bout- 
well,  Boyd,  Kroomall,  William  O.  Brown.  AmbrOHe  VV. 
Clark,  Freeman  (JIarke,  Cubb,  Cole,  Hnnry  Winter 
DuvU,  Thuman  T.  Davin,  Ucinin|{,  I)il£8>*>  Ouiiiuiit,  £ck- 


iey,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Frank,  Garlleld,  Gnoch,  Grinncll, 
Hishy,  Hooper,  Hotcliki.^s,  Asahel  W.  Huhhaid,  Jnhn  H. 
lluhliard,  Jcntkes,  Juli:in,  Kassoii,  Kellev,  Fnineis  VV. 
Ki'llomr,  Orlando  Kolloj;;;,  Loan,  Marvin, 'iMoniidr,  Mc- 
Clurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myer.s,  Norton,  Charles  O-Neill,  Orlh, 
Patterson,  Pike,  Ponieroy,  Price,  William  II.  Randall, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  Edvvard  H.  Rollins,  Schenek,  Sco- 
field,  Slianin)n,  Sloan,  Sniilli,  Smiihers,  Spalding,  Starr, 
Stevens,  Thayer,  Tliomas,  Upson,  Van  Valkenbingh,  i'li- 
huU.  Washhurne,  William  U.  Washburn,  Whaley,  Wil- 
liams, Wilder,  Wilson,  VVindom,  and  VVoodbridge — 81. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona,  Augii>ins  C.  Baldwin,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Jamea 
S.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  (;oniotli,  Co.x,  Cravens.  Daw- 
son. Denison,  Eden,  Elilridge,  English,  Finck,  Ganson, 
Grider,  Hale,  Harding,  Harrington^  I5enjaniin  G.  Harris, 
Herrick,Holman,  Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Ktr- 
nan,  King,Knap|),  Law,Lazear,  Long,Marey,  McAllister, 
Mcl)owell,McKinncy.Middleton,  James  R.  Morris,  Morri- 
son, Nelson,  Odell,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.Ran- 
dall, Robinson,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John 
B.Steele,  William G.  Steele,  Strouse,  Stiiarl.  Sxveal,  Voor- 
hces,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W. 
White,  Winfield,  and  Fernando  Wood— 64. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts,  slated  that  Mr. 
Brandegee,  of  Connecticut,  who  was  on  his  way 
back  from  Connecticut  to  Washington,  had  been 
called  back  by  inforimalion  of  the  death  of  a  near 
relative. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  stated  that  Mr.  Yeaman  was 
confined  to  his  room  by  indisposition. 

Mr.  BLAINE  stated  that  Mr.  Rice,  of  Maine, 
on  the  vote  to-day,  as  well  as  on  the  important 
votes  of  Saturday,  was  paired  off  with  Mr.  Rad- 
ford. 

Mr.  WINDOM  stated  that  Mr.  Donnelly  was 
detained  fiom  the  House  by  sickness. 

Mr.  THAYER  stated  that  Mr.  Stii.es  was 
paired  off  willi  Mr.  Moorhead. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN  stated  that  Mr.  Edgerton  was 
confined  to  his  room  by  sickness. 

Mr.  McKlNNEY  stated  that  Mr.  Noble  was 
detained  from  his  seat  by  sickness. 

The  result  was  then  announced  as  above  re- 
corded. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
last  taken;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 
A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Fornet, 
their  Secretary,  notified  the  FIou.se  that  the  Sen- 
ate, in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  had 
chosen  Hon.  Solomon  Foot  as  President  pro  (em- 
porc  of  the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  morning 
hour  had  expired. 

TAX  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  have  the  lax  bill,  now  before 
the  Cotnmittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
It  is  a  long  and  very  important  bill,  and  a  more 
careful  examination  can  be  given  it  and  with  much 
greater  facility  in  print  than  in  manuscript,  l 
hope  there  will  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Is  that  merely  for  the  use  of 
the  committee.'' 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Yes. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
by  adding  that  the  usual  nuniber  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House.  There  are  many  members 
here  who  desire  to  see  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  insist  upon  that.  It  is  quite  unusual.  The 
bill  is  simply  yet  before  the  committee,  not  per- 
fected, and  not  ready  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  GANSON.  Will  this  motion  to  print  in- 
volve any  additional  delay.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Noneatall.  It  will  rather 
facilitate  the  bill. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  will  not  insist  upon  ray 
amendment. 

The  motion  to  print  for  the  use  of  the  commit- 
tee was  agreed  to. 

LEAVE  TO  VOTE. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
record  my  vote  upon  the  resolutions  of  Saturday 
in  reference  to  the  gentlijman  from  Maryland. 

No  objection  being  made,  Mr.  Siwith  recorded 
his  vote  in  the  affiriiiative  on  both  resolutions. 

Mr.  NORTON.  1  was  confined  to  my  room 
on  Saturday  by  severe  sicknesa,  and  I  ask  the 
consent  of  the  House  to  record  my  vole  upon  the 
several  resolutions  of  StUurd<iy. 
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No  objection  being  made,  leave  was  granted 
accordingly,  and  Mr.  Norton  recorded  his  vote 
ill  tlic  aUii'iiiative  on  tiie  several  resolutions. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  I  was  called  out  of  the 
flouse  on  Saturday  on  the  last  vote  by  sickness. 
I  ask  leave  to  record  my  vote. 

Leave  w:\s  granted  accordingly,  and  Mr.  Voor- 
HLES  recorded  his  vote  in  the  negative  on  the 
resolution  of  censure. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  I  ask  to  be 
excused  from  further  service  upon  the  Committee 
on  Patents.  My  impaired  health  makes  it  de- 
sirable that  I  should  abstain  from  the  labors  of 
tliat  committee. 

No  objection  being  made,  Mr.  Hubbard  was 
excused  accordingly. 

Mr.  SLOAN.  1  ask  unanimousconsent tore- 
dud  my  vote  upon  tlieiwo  resolutions  of  Satur- 
day in  refreiice  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  object  in  reference  to  the 
first  resolution. 

Mr.  SLOAN.  Then  I  ask  leave  to  record  it 
upon  the  second  resolution. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  Mr.  Sloan  re- 
corded his  vote  in  the  affirmative  on  the  vote  of 
censure. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  I  ask  the  permission 
of  the  House  to  record  my  vote  on  the  resolution 
of  censure  of  Saturday.  JwetU  out  of  the  Hall 
upon  a  matter  of  indispensable  importance,  and 
did, not  reiurn  in  time  to  record  my  vote. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  I  object  to  any  further  votes 
being  recorded. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  I  will  say  that  I  would 
have  voted  for  the  resolution  of  censure. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri,  stated  that  had  he 
been  jiresent  on  Saturday  he  would  have  voted 
for  the  re.=!oluii(!n  of  censure. 

Mr.  O'NE  ILL,  of  Pennsylvania,  stated  that  had 
he  been  pcrmitied  to  vote,  he  would  have  voted 
in  tlie  affirmative  upon  both  the  resolutions  of 
Saturday. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  desire  to  say,  in  consequence 
jpfwhatihegentleman  from  Pennsylvaniahas  said, 
that  if  1  had  voted  at  all,  I  would  have  voted  in 
the  affirmative  on  the  resolution  of  censure. 
NOIlTIIIiRN. PACIFIC  UAILItOAP. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  tlie  business  next 
in  order  was  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  5)  grantingpub- 
lic  hinds  to  the  Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph 
line  to  the  Pacific  coast  by  the  northern  road. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  spe- 
cial order  before  the  House  to-day  there  will  be 
no  time  to  make  any  progress  with  this  bill;  nor 
am  I  sufficiently  well  to  attend  to  it.  I  desire  to 
have  it  go  over  until  to-morrow;  or  if  that  be  ob- 
jected to,  I  will  move  to  postpone  it  till  this  day 
week. 

Mr.  WJL.SON.  I  do  not  desire  to  object,  but 
1  would  state  to  the  gentleman  that  I  would  pre- 
fer to  have  it  postponed  till  next  Monday. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Very  well;  it  makes  no  dif- 
ference. 1  therefore  move  that  it  be  postponed 
till  next  Monday. 

Mr.  APcNOLD.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
postponement,  but  1  object  to  its  being  made  a 
special  order. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  is  a  special  order  now. 
I  do  not  ask  it  to  be  put  in  a  different  position  to 
that  whicli  it  now  occupies. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  postponement  of 
the  bill  till  Monday  next;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Calendar  is  now  ex- 
hausted of  all  the  business  pertaining  to  Monday. 

PROPOSED  EXPULSION  OF  A  MEMBER. 

Mr.  WASH  BURNE,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  believe  that  the  question  which  was  pending  on 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana [Mr.  Colfax]  on  Saturday  was  postponed 
until  two  o'clock  to-day.  As  there  seems  to  be 
nothing  now  before  the  House  I  move  that  by 
unanimous  consent  the  question  be  now  taken  up. 

There  being  no  objection,  (Mr.  Rollins,  of 
New  Hanifishire,  taknig  the  chair  as  Speaker  ;)ro 
tempore,)  the  House  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  oftered  by  Mr.  Colfax  on 
Saturday  last  to  expel  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Long. J 

Mr.  BLISS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  trust  tha^t  after 
the  quiet  and  sober  iiKditaliona  of  the  Sabbath 
which  ha.s  inlcrvened  since  the  last  discussion  of 
the  question  noW  before  the  Hou.se,  wc  shall  bo 


able  and  disposed  to  regard  each  side  of  the  prop- 
osition in  the  light  of  its  merits  and  attendant  cir- 
cumstances,and  to  dispose  of  ilin  the  cool  blood  of 
unexcited  passion. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  the  worthy  Speaker  of 
this  House,  instead  of  hastily  introducing  this  res- 
olution in  a  moment  of  excited  sentiment,  sliould 
have  taken  time  to  deliberate  upon  the  subject 
and  have  made  himself  better  acquainted  with  the 
facts  upon  which  his  accusation  is  founded. 

The  first  clause  of  the  preamble  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  expulsion  alleges  that — 

On  tlie  8tli  day  of  April,  J864,  vvlien  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives was  in  Coniiniuee  of  tlie  VViiole  on  tlie  state 
of  the  Union,  Alexander  Long,  a  Representative  in  Con- 
gress from  the  second  district  of  Ohio,  declared  himself  in 
favor  of  recognizing  the  independence  and  nationality  of 
the  so-called  confederacy,  now  in  arms  against  the  Union. 

And  after  two  other  clauses  of  allegation  comes 
this  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Alexander  Long,  a  Repre- 
sentative'lVoin  the  second  district  of  Ohio,  having  on  the  8th 
of  April,  186'1,  declared  liimself  in  favor  of  recognizing  the 
independence  and  nationality  of  the  so-called  confederacy 
now  in  arms  against  the  Union,  and  iherehy  given  aid,  coun- 
tenance, and  encourasement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed 
hostility  to  the  United  States,  is  hereby  expelled. 

The  words  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  princi- 
pally relied  upon  to  sustain  the  charging  part  of 
the  resolution  are  the  following: 

"I  now  balieve  tliat  there  are  but  two  alternatives,  and 
they  are  either  an  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
the  South  as  an  independent  nation,  or  their  complete  sub- 
jugation and  extermination  as  a  people,  and  of  these  alterna- 
tives 1  prefer  the  former." 

These  words  are  said  to  be  treasonable,  show- 
ing a  state  of  mind  prejudiced  against  the  cause 
of  our  Government  and  partial  to  the  enemy 
with  whom  we  are  at  war.  If  such  be  the  import 
of  the  words,  their  utterance  cannot  be  tolerated; 
but  it  seems  to  me,  upon  a  fair  consideration  of 
the  words  and  their  connections,  and  of  the  whole 
speech,  that  the  mover  of  this  resolution  was 
much  mistaken  in  the  estimate  which  heputupon 
the  substance  of  the  thought  which  my  colleague 
expressed.  I  do  not  undei-stand  my  colleague  to 
have  expressed  here  a  desire  for  the  success  of 
the  confederate  cause  over  the  arms  of  the  United 
States.  1  did  not  understand  him  to  have  ex- 
pressed any  want  of  sympathy  with  the  cause  of 
the  Union.  But  I  understood  him  to  have  ex- 
pressed simply  an  opinion  of  his,  an  opinion 
formed  from  his  own  reflection,  formed,  perhaps^ 
from  the  interpretation  which  he  has  placed  on 
the  history  of  the  times  and  on  the  events  which 
since  the  institution  of  this  war  have  transpired, 
and  to  have  come  to  the  Qonclusion  that  the  ex- 
penses and  disasters  attendant  upon  the  war  to 
subjugate  the  confederate  power  are  a  greater  evil 
than  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
the  confederate  States.  I  do  not  understand  him 
to  rejoice  in  such  a  result  or  such  a  state  of  things; 
but  I  understand  him  to  express  as  his  judgment 
under  all  the  circumstances  that  the  lesser  evil  of 
recognizing  the  so-called  confederate  States  might 
be  judiciously  adopted  by  the  Government. 

it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  ine,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  say  that  1  do  not  assent  to  the  opinion  thus 
promulgated  by  my  colleague.  However  his 
judgment  may  be  fonned,  it  does  not  agree  with 
mine.  It  does  not,  as  1  understand  the  facts,  agree 
with  the  sentimentof  those  I  represent  upon  this 
floor;  and  it  does  not  concur  with  the  sentiment 
of  his  other  colleagues  belonging  to  the  same  party 
in  our  State.  I  have  always  put  myself  upon  the 
record,  sir,  when  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
briefly  presenting  my  views  in  this  House  on  na- 
tional affairs — I  say  1  have  always  put  myself 
upon  the  record  to  the  corjtrary  of  the  sentiment 
which  is  complained  of  in  my  colleague's  re- 
marks. A  few  days  ago  I  had  occasion  to  declare 
my  views  in  reference  to  the  question  which  is 
now  under  consideration,  and  with  reference  to 
the  great  considerations  which  have  produced  this 
vast,  unusual,  and  alinost  unexplainable  excite- 
ment in  this  House.  1  had  occasion  to  refer  to  a 
doctrine  advanced  by  a  distinguished  individual, 
once  a  Representative  upon  this  floor,  and  now 
President  of  the  United  States.  1  took  occasion 
respectfully  to  difl'er  with  the  sentiment  advanced 
by  him,  and  I  declared  to  the  House  what  I  be- 
lieved in  reference  to  the  rights  and  liabilities  of 
those  States  and  citizens  who,  in  violation  of  the 
unity  of  the  Confederacy,  have  seceded  and  re- 
volted from  the  Union,  in  thoseiemarks  I  used 
this  language: 
"This  view  1)1  the  PrcHlBeiilcnrfiea  the  doctrine  of  revolu- 


tion considerably  lurther  than  Democrats  are  willing  to  go. 
That  a  nation  of  people  or  a  province  under  the  oppression 
of  a  wicUed  Government  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world 
and  before  God,  be  justified  in  resorting  to  revolution  for 
the  purpose  of  achieving  independence  and  liberty,  I  be 
lieve.  Hut  that  forcible  revolution  is  the  unconditional 
right  of  a  portion  of  the  people  of  a  nation  or  the  depend- 
ency of  a  nation,  to  be  exercised  at  their  mere  pleasure,  I 
do  not  believe.  The  justification  ofllie  American  Revolu- 
tion which  resulted  in  our  national  independence  was  not 
put  upon  any  such  ground.  Secession  1  believe  to  be  no 
more  nor  less  than  revolution.  In  the  American  sense  of 
the  term,  it  is  the  exercise  of  what  is  claimed  to  be  the  re- 
served rights  of  a  Slate  in  the  Federal  Union  to  withdraw 
itself  from  the  Confederacy  whenever  the  people  of  such 
State  may  elect  to  do  so,  with  or  without  any  other  reason 
than  their  desire  for  complete  independence.  I  do  not  ad- 
mit the  existence  of  any  such  right,  nor  assent  to  its  as- 
sumption. I  regard  the  General  GovernnieiitoftlieUiiited 
States  in  its  sphere  as  a  unit, as  verily  such  as  the  govern- 
ment of  !i  State,  and  that  all  the  people  of  the  State  owe  it 
allegiance  which  it  is  not  at  their  option  to  revoke." 

That,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  declare  to  be  the  com- 
mon sentiment  of  the  party  to  which  I  belong.  If 
there  are  exceptions  to-day  they  are  few  and  un- 
influential  in  molding  the  pritjciples  or  organiza- 
tion of  my  party.  But  1  do  not  know,  on  any 
other  question  than  that  involving  the  vital  prin- 
ciple and  the  law  of  the  Republic,  by  what  right 
I  can  claim  to  insist  lliat  other  men's  views 
shall  conform  precisely  and  specifically  to  mine. 
God  has  given  to  me  no  warrant  to  assume  an 
infallibility  of  judgment  and  to  make  my  own 
opinion  the  standard  for  other  men.  If  I  believed 
that  my  colleague  had  come  into  this  House  with 
a  disposition,  or  in  it  had  manifested  a  disposi- 
tion, to  espouse  and  maintain  the  cause  of  our 
public  enemies,  and  to  remit  his  good  faith  and 
his  allegiance  to  the  Government,  I  would  regard 
him  as  unworthy  of  his  seat.  If  he  has  erred  in 
judgment  I  am  disposed  to  look  upon  him'  with 
charity.  To  make  that  a  ground  of  expulsion 
would  empty  all  the  seats  in  this  House.  What 
is  it  that  gives  the  right  to  fallible  and  misjudging 
man  to  exact  uniformity  of  opinion  from  his  fel- 
low-beings when  the  sources  of  opinion  are  so 
various  and  adverse.' 

Now,  it  is  pertinent  to  the  justification  of  my 
colleague  from  the  Cincinnati  district  [Mr.  Long] 
to  say  that  he  utters  no  novel  opinion  here  when 
he  signifies  that  in  his  judgment  peace  is  the  bet- 
ter policy.  I  say  that  it  is  not  a  new  idea.  It  is 
not  so  new  to  the  Republican  party.  We  have 
had  the  same  sentiments  from  men  who  occupied 
position  as  statesmen,  and  were  affiliated  with 
that  party.  They  have  said  that  if  the  southern 
confederacy  could  maintain  its  independence  for 
a  year  or  two,  then  it  wouldjbe  wise  and  just  to 
let  it  go.  Who  can  tell  where  such  seed  sown 
upon  the  human  understanding  may  have  taken 
root  and  generated  the  sentiments  of  to-day? 

1  do  not  believe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  House, 
in  a  moment  of  passion,  in  a  paroxysm  of  anger, 
should  expel  a  member,  or  should  put  a  tarnish 
upon  the  character  of  a  member  because  he  en- 
tertains and  expresses  an  opinion  in  the  freedom 
of  debate,  as  it  has  ever  been  practiced  in  the 
Hall  of  this  House  without  dissent,  not  com- 
porting with  the  sense  of  a  majority  of  those  who 
listened  to  him.  The  speech  of  my  colleague 
contains  nothing  significant  of  any  purpose  on 
his  part  to  advance  an  opinion  here  to  aid  the 
cause  of  the  adversary,  or  to  smother  any  one's 
sympathy  for  the  success  of  his  country.  He 
was  sent  here  by  his  constituents  and  to  express 
their  opinions  so  far  as  their  sentiments,  in  the 
nature  of  instructions,  may  be  known  to  him,  but 
beyond  that  he  has  occasion  for  the  exercise  of 
his  intelligence  and  his  own  judgment,  and  ac- 
cording to  them  he  must  speak  and  think  and  act 
as  a  Representative  in  this  House,  where  contend- 
ing and  adverse  opinions  may  be  expected  to  be 
made  manifest  on  all  important  questions,  even 
on  the  war. 

If  he  therefore  be  guilty  only  of  error,  and  not 
of  intentional  crime,  why  it  is  useless  now  to 
stand  here  and  contend  that  his  language  was 
treasonable,  and  that  it  ought  to  receive  that  con- 
struction from  his  fullow-citizens. 

Suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  sentiment 
should  become  increased,  and  finally  involve,  by 
reasons  of  contingencies  which  perhaps  we  have 
not  comprehended  and  cannot  foresee,  the  opin- 
ions of  a  large  portion  of  our  community,  and 
enough  of  us  should  come  to  that  conclusion  to 
give  weight  and  force  to  that  sentiment  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation;  would  it  be  treason  for  a 
member  of  this  House,  or  for  an  American  citi- 
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zen  anywhere  else,  to  propose  tliai  iicgotitUions 
diplomatic  should  be  resorted  to  for  the  purpose 
of  setiiini;  tiiis  controversy  and  clositig  this  war, 
niid  restoring  peace  upon  the  basis  that  liic  gen- 
tleniai)  suggested  in  liis  speech  upon  this  flooron 
Saturday?  Would  he  be  deemed  a  traitor?  No, 
sir,  certainly  notj  and  it  is  only  because  there  is 
but  little  prevalence  of  a  sentiment  of  that  kind, 
which  at  the  first  thought  gives  it  the  appearance 
of  so  much  guilt  upon  the  part  of  the  gentlemen 
who  take  exception  to  the  giving  of  opinion  in 
debate. 

I  wish,  as  a  matter  of  privilege,  during  the  few 
moments  I  may  occupy  upon  this  floor,  for  1  have 
no  idea  of  consuming  the  whole  hour  allotted  to 
me,  to  explain  the  motives  with  which  I  have 
acted,  and  which  have  also  been  the  inducement 
of  friends  who  have  acted  with  me,  in  what  we 
have  done  during  the  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject. 1  voted  against  the  resolution  of  yesterday 
to  censure  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  and  1 
voted  against  his  expulsion.  1  voted  against  it  be- 
cause, although  I  entirely  disapproved  of  the  sub- 
stanceand  also  of  the  mannerofthe  remarks  which 
he  made  in  debate,  I  believed  with  reference  to  him, 
as  I  do  with  reference  to  my  colleague,  that  it  was 
not  within  the  jurisdiction  ofthis  House,  or  within 
the  propriety  of  its  action,  if  it  were  technically 
within  its  jurisdiction,  to  expel  a  member  ofthis 
House  for  the  utterance  of  a  sentiment,  and  such  a 
sentiment  as  he  would  be  very  likely,  on  account 
of  his  associations  and  habits,  to  entertain  as  a 
niemborof  this  House.  He  is  the  representative 
of  a  slave  State.  He  declared  himself  to  be  a 
slaveholder.  I  did  not  suppose  he  was  imbued 
with  the  antagonist  sentiments  which  characterize 
some  men  in  reference  to  the  it)stitution  of  negro 
slavery.  1  did  not  suppose  that  he  found  in  it 
that  wickedness  and  infamy  which  its  opposers 
here  are  in  the  habit  of  imputing  to  it.  It  would  be 
more  natural  to  suppose  otherwise.  And  when 
he  came  here  to  express  his  sentiments  and 
opinions  upon  this  floor,  I  did  not  expect  them 
to  correspond  with  the  sentiments  of  my  colleague 
from  the  Cleveland  district,  [Mr.  Spalding.]  In 
honest  blood,  but  in  a  fearless  and  incautious 
way,  he  gave  expression  to  what  he  deemed  to  be 
just  and  true.  Admit  him  to  be  as  badly  mis- 
taken about  it  as  my  colleague  from  the  second 
district  of  Ohio — Cincinnati.  I  voted  against  the 
resolution  of  censure  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  not  because  I  approved  of  his  senti- 
ments, but  because  I  thought  the  resolution  intro- 
duced by  my  collewue  from  southwest  Ohio,  [Mr. 
ScHENCK,J  was  in  itself  a  violalion  of  the  rules, 
and  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House. 

If,  ■as  I  understand  the  rules,  objection  be 
taken  to  words  used  by  a  member  in  debate,  he 
may  be  censured.  Such  is  the  language  of  the 
rule,  and  it  is  competent  for  the  House,  having 
convicted  him  of  the  fact  of  a  breach  of  privilege 
in  the  use  of  improper  language,  language  for- 
bidden by  the  rules  in  debate,  to  censure  him. 
For  what?     For  his  act  in  violating  the  rules. 

But  my  colleague  [Mr.  Schenck]  introduced  a 
resolution  here  declaring  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
rylatid  [Mr.  Harris]  to  be  "  an  unworthy  mem- 
ber of  this  House,"  and  the  conclusion  is  that 
"  he  is  severely  censured."  For  what?  Notfor 
violating  the  rules  of  the  House;  not  for  any  spe- 
cific thing;  but  for  being,  characteristically,  an 
unworthy  member  of  the  House.  1  believe  that 
if  the  question  of  order  liad  been  raised,  the  reso- 
lution would  not  have  been  entertained.  Ilia  not 
to  be  said  it  cannot  be  known  how  gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  House  would  have  voted  if  the 
request  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  and 
concurred  in  by  many  other  gentlemen,  had  been 
granted,  and  the  resolution  had  been  so  ciianged  os 
to  include  simply  a  censure  against  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  for  the  violation  of  order  with 
which  he  was  charged.  But  it  was  a  vote  ex- 
acted on  a  wrong  principle,  unauthorized  by  the 
rules  of  legislation  here;  and  no  gentleman  could 
vote  rationally  and  consistently  on  tlic  proposi- 
tion without  voting  in  the  negative. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  promised  to  be  brief  in 
the  remarks  that  1  wished  to  make,  and  as  1  think 
1  have  cx()resscd  the  substance  of  my  thought  on 
the  subject  before  us,  and  have  given  the  reason 
why  1  cannot  give  my  vote  for  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  now  pending,  for  no  other  offense  than 
the  expression  of  an  opinion  whicli,  as  n  citizen 
of  what  was  and  should  be  now  a  free  Govern- 


ment, my  colleague  had  a  right  to  introduce  and 
communicate  to  his  fellows  at  his  pleasure.  He 
exercised  his  right  of  free  speech  under  the  jiro- 
tcction  of  the  clear  guareintte  of  the  Constitution, 
and  to  undertake  to  'punish  him  for  it  is  to  ruth- 
lessly assail  the  fundamental  principles  of  Amer- 
ican liberty. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  but  a  single  moment.  The 
state  of  my  health  does  not  permit  me  to  make  a 
S|)eech,and  I  should  not  trouble  the  House  now, 
had  I  not  learned  from  some  editorial  remarks  that 
on  Saturday  last  an  effort  was  made  by  members 
of  this  House  to  connect  the  position  which  I  as- 
sumed at  the  beginning  of  the  session  with  the 
position  occupied  by  the  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Long.]  I  contended  that  the  coifederate  States 
had  dc  facto  seceded  from  this  Union;  that  in  doing 
so  they  have  committed  a  great  crime  which  should 
be  punished,  not  only  by  the  extreme  rights  al- 
lowable in  all  cases  by  the  laws  of  war,  but  that 
they  had  outlawed  theinselves  from  all  protection 
under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States;  that  they  had  abrogated  the  laws  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union  so  far  as  they  were  con- 
cerned, so  that  the)'  could  invoke  the  protection 
of  neither  to  save  them  from  the  vengeance  which 
should  be  inflicted  by  the  Union;  that  in  addition 
to  the  ordinary  laws  of  belligerents,  we  ought  to 
confiscate  all  their  property  so  far  as  the  leaders 
were  concerned;  that  we  ought  to  take  from  them 
their  real  and  personal  estate  and  treat  them  as  a 
foreign  enemy  subjugated  by  the  arms  ofthis  na- 
tion; that  they  could  claim  no  rights  different  from 
those  of  a  conquered  foreign  enemy  wagiif^amost 
unjust  and  cruel  war  against  the  Government;  and 
that  their  rights  were  none  other  than  were  ac- 
cord(^d  by  the  laws  of  war  in  its  extremest  extent. 
1  contended  that  they  had  de  facto—as  is  undeni- 
ably true — committed  the  crime  of  secession;  that 
they  stood  in  that  attitude,  therefore  outlaws  and 
aliens  from  the  protection  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws  of  this  Government,  and  that  they  could 
invoke  the  aid  of  neither  for  their  protection;  and 
then  1  went  on  to  show  the  kind  of  punishment 
whicli  I  believed  an  alien  enemy,  composed  of 
traitors,'should  receive;  that  they  were  a  belli- 
gerent occupying  the  position  of  a  foreign  nation 
with  regard  to  their  rights  under  the  Constitution, 
.but  worse  than  a  foreign  nation,  because  they 
were  composed  of  traitors  to  their  Government, 
and  that  their  punishment  should  be  pursued  by 
fire  and  sword  to  their  utter  subjugation.  Indeed, 
so  much  did  1  insist  on  extreme  punishment  being 
awarded  to  them,  that  a  certain  portion  of  this 
House  seemed  to  be  struck  with  horror  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  vengeance  which  I  asked  should  be 
visited  on  them.  And  yet  1  am  told  that  a  |iosi- 
tion  assumed  in  this  House,  that  having  by  their 
own  crime  become  (ie/«c/o  a  secession  power — as 
undoubtedly  they  are — they  shall  be  permitted  to 
remain  so  without  punishment,  and  that  this  Gov- 
ernment shall  extend  to  them  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship,  in  the  shape  of  negotiation,  to  with- 
draw our  armies  and  allow  them  to  maintain  the 
attitude  which,  through  their  great  crime,  they 
liad  acquired,  is  to  be  assimilated  to  the  position 
which  1  had  assumed.  Gentlemen  on  this  floor 
have  chosen  to  assimilate  the  two  positions — the 
position  of  offering  to  recognize  the  rebellion  as 
an  independent  power,  as  independent  not  only 
de  facto  but  de  jure,  and  entering  into  a  treaty  with 
them  as  an  independent  nationality  of  right,  and 
the  position  which  1  assumed. 

Mr.  COX.  With  the  permission  of  the  gentle- 
man I  desire  to  say  a.word.  1  su[)pose  he  must 
have  referred  to  certain  remarks  which  1  made 
here  upon  Saturday,  though  1  do  not  know  that 
he  does  so 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  did  not;  for  1  have  not  been 
able  to  read  the  debates  ofthis  House.  All  that  I 
learned  was  from  some  editorial  remarks  in  a  news- 
paper.   I  have  not  read  the  speech  of  any  member. 

Mr.  COX.  Allow  me,  then,  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman in  reference  to  one  conclusion  which  he 
draws.  As  the  gentleman  was  unfortunately  not 
present  on  Saturday,  1  could  not  go  as  fully  as  I 
would  like  to  have  done  into  the  peculiar  tenets 
held  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  upon 
this  subject.  Indeed,  1  was  cautioned  on  Satur- 
day not  to  go  into  the  matter  at  all  in  the  absence 
of  the  distinguished  member.  But,  sir,  we  upon 
this  side  of  the  House  undertook  upon  Saturday 
to  run  a  parullel  between  tfle  opinions  of  the  dis- 


tinguished member  from  Pennsylvania  e.nd  the 
opinions  expressed  by  my  colleague,  and  it  was 
simply  this:  we  held  here  upon  this  side  of  the 
House  that  my  colleague  was  no  better  and  no 
worse  than  the  gentleman  from  Peimsylvania, 
because  he  took  the  identical  premises  laid  down 
by  the  gentleman,  although  he  may  have  drawn 
different  conclusions. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hold  in  my  hand — and  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fairness  1  have  inserted  it  into  my  remarks 
made  on  Saturday — the  very  remarks  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  upon  this  subject, 
in  which  he  took  the  ground  that  the  southern 
States  wore  a  foreign  nation. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  will  excuse  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  from  anything  further,  as  I  was  not  re- 
ferring to  him,  and  do  not  even  know  whether  he 
spoke  at  all  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  said  he  read  it  in 
a  paper. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  saw  it  in  some  editorial 
remark  that  my  position  was  likened  to  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long.] 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me  to 
finish  my  remark,  my  colleague  from  Ohio,  in 
the  very  speech  which  is  now  declared  to  be  ob- 
noxious, himself  based  his  argument  upon  what 
he  quoted  from  the  speech  of  tlie  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  he  declared  these  south- 
ern States  to  be  an  independent  nation  for  certain 
purposes — for  the  purposes  of  war  and  for  the 
purposes  of  confiscation. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  excuse  the  gentleman 
from  anything  further. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  permit 
me  to  finish  my  sentence. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  know  perfectly  well  how 
easy  it  is  for  the  devil  to  undertake  to  quote 
Scripture  and  pervert  it.  [Laughter,  hisses,  ap- 
plause, and  confusion  on  the  floor  and  in  the  gal- 
leries.] 

Mr.  COX.  I  have  not  misquoted  the  gentleman 
nor  perverted  his  remarks.  I  quoted  him  cor- 
rectly. [Shouts  of  "Order!"from  the  Republican 
side.]  Thegentleman  from  Pennsylvania  charges 
me  with  perversion,  and  I  have  the  right  to  in- 
terrupt him.  • 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  not  begun  any  per- 
sonalities, and  I  will  not  yield  to  any. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Nicolat,  his  Private 
Secretary,  notifying  the  House  that  he  had  ap- 
proved and  signed  bills  of  the  following  titles: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  302)  to  amend  section  nine 
of  the  act  approved  July  17,  1862,  entitled  "An 
act  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain 
officers  of  the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes;" 

An  act  (H.li.No.  114)  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Wormer; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  115)  for  the  relief  of  Darius 
S.  Cole;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  116)forthe  relief  ofWilliam 
G.  Brown. 

PROPOSED  EXPULSION  OF  A  MEMBER AGAIN. 

Mr.  COX.  I  now  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  yield  to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  object,  unless  the  gentleman 
will  obey  the  rules. 

Mr.  COX.  1  have  not  asked  any  favor  of  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  yield? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
excuse  me.  1  have  not  said  anything  about  him, 
and  do  not  intend  to. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  can  easily  understand 
how  it  may  have  been  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  who  made  his  speech  on  Saturday,  [Mr. 
Long,]  took  the  position  which  I  asserted,  that 
the  confederate  Slates  were  a  belligerent  dc  facto, 
us  everybody  knows  they  are;  but  instead  of  fol- 
lowing out  what  I  inferred  from  that,  that  they 
were  a  belligerent  through  crime  and  treason, de- 
serving to  be  jiunished  by  fire  and  sword  and  con- 
fiscation, as  all  traitors  should  be,  1  understand 
him  to  have  proposed  that  they  should  be  admitted 
as  a  power  (ie  Jure,  that  their  independence  should 
be  acknowledged  by  a  commission  from  this  Gov- 
ernment. If  I  have  been  misinformed — for  I  have 
not  read  his  speech — then  my  remarks  are  mis- 
ajiplied. 
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But,  sir,  that  position  was  assumed,  as  I  un- 
derstand, by  a  j2;enileman  in  this  House.  I  rofer 
to  no  one;  and  I  see  that  the  member  from  Ohio 
who  spoke  on  Saturday,  [Mr.  Long,]  and  whose 
speech  htisjust  been  handed  to  me,undertooic  to 
assimilate  liis  speech  to  my  position.  Wliy,  sir, 
no  lionest  man  could  assimilate  them  to  each 
other.  I  would  as  soon  be  hanged  in  chains 
alongside  of  a  gibbeted  traitor  as  to  be  thus  con- 
nected with  a  moral  carcass  before  the  House. 
[Laughter.]  It  will  bear  no  s.ucli  construction. 
I  took  then,  as  I  do  now,  a  certain  attitude  for  the 
purpose  of  justifying  the  extreme  exaction  of  the 
laws  of  war  against  these  traitors  and  rebels  whtr 
had  assumed  this  position.. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  not,  as  I  have  said  before, 
seen  from  the  papers  who  assumed  this  position. 
I  have  no  strength  to  examine  now  or  to  pursue 
the  subject.  I  am  glad  I  do  not  know  the  names 
of  those  who  undertook  thus  to  link  me  with  an 
infamous  proposition.  I  say  no  man  who  heard 
my  speech,  or  read  it,  thought  so  who  was  not  a 
foolor  a  knave,  and  perhaps  both.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am 
sure  that.ilie  country  will  read  with  profound  re- 
gret the  proceedings  of  this  House  on  Saturday 
las^t.  At  a  time  when  our  armies  are  standing  still 
in  the  face  of  a  powerful  enemy,  when  our  Treas- 
ury is  empty,  when  its  legitimate  receipts  are  less 
tlian  one  tenth  of  the  expenditures,  when  labor 
is  paralyzed  and  borne  down  by  oppressive  tax- 
ation and  inadequate  compensation,  when  those 
who  produce  everything  get  nothing,  and  those 
who  produce  nothing  get  everything,  for  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  this  condition  of  the 
country  to  be  trifling  with  its  time  on  a  subject 
beyond  its  jurisdiction,  arraigning  a  member  for 
the  exercise  of  a  constitutional  right,  will  be 
viewed  with  profound  regret.  For  his  opinions 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Long]  is  responsible  to  his 
constituents. 

I  regard  the  position  of  Speaker  of  this  House 
to  be  the  highest  civilian  known  to  the  country. 
In  England  the  like  office  is  recognized  as  that 
held  by  the  first  gentleman  of  England.  Now, 
that  the  Speaker  should  descend  from  this  ex- 
alted position  and  enter  into  this  gladiatorial  arena 
of  partisan  combat  for  the  purpose  of  arraigning 
a  Representative  for  exercising  the  right  which 
God  and  his  constituents  gave  him  is  to  be  de- 
plored. Sir,  I  have  the  highest  regard  personally 
for  the  Speaker  of  this  House.  Differingas  I  do 
from  him  upon  all  the  leading  public  questions 
of  the  day,  I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  he 
has  discharged  his  responsible  duties  with  ability 
and  with  impartiality.  I  regret  that  he  should 
for  the  first  time  have  committed  an  act  which 
must  materially  affect  his  usefulness  hereafter  in 
the  discharge  of  those  duties.  He  has  taken  a  po- 
sition in  this  proceeding  which  no  man  can  sus- 
tain who  recognizes  constitutional  and  individual 
rights.  Leaving  the  Speaker's  chair,  he  takes  a  seat 
upon  the  floor  and  presents  to  the  Houseandcoun- 
try  a  resolution  of  expulsion  againsta  gentleman 
representing  the  second  districtof  Ohio.  Expul- 
sion for  what?  For  the  honestavowal  of  opinions 
he  entertained ,  and  for  which  he  was  responsible  to 
no  other  power  or  authority  than  to  that  he  rep- 
resented in  this  House,  his  constituents.  He  had 
declared  that  in  a  certain  contingency,  which  he 
stated,  he  would  prefer  recognition.  As  between 
annihilation  and  recognition  he  preferred  the  lat- 
ter. Is  it  criminal  so  to  declare?  Noneofusare 
in  favor  of  taking  human  life,  and  yet  all  of  us  are 
prepared  to  do  it  in  self-defense.  When  such  an 
alternative  is  presented  either  of  us  would  kill. 
This  is  an  analogous  case.  The  gentjeman  de- 
clared, substantially,  he  was  in  fuvor  of  recogni- 
tion rather  than  to  see  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  southern  States  put  to  the  sword.  He 
thought  every  humane  and  Christian  man  would 
indorse  this  sentiment,  thus  presented.  But  the 
gentleman  was  arraigned  because,  it  is  said,  his 
speech  gives  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels.  If 
this  were  so,  the  other  side  of  the  House  have  no 
right  to  complain.  The  Republican  parly  have 
been  feeding  the  flame  of  rebellion  ever  since  its 
existence. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  in  the  resolution  of  ex- 
pulsion no  quotation  is  given  of  the  offending  lan- 
guage. .  Sir,  it  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  Government  that  any  proceeding  of  a  like 
character  has  been  taken  when  the  language  or 


the  offense  clearly  and  definitely  expressed,  to 
which  exception  is  taken,  is  not  quoted  in  the 
resolution.  'I'he  resolution  does  not  pretend  to 
give  the  language  used  by  the  member  arraigned. 
1  repeat,  sir,  that  the  author  of  this  resolution  does 
not  pretend  to  quote  the  language  used  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio;  and  I  will  go  further  and 
say  that  he  does  not  in  a.rwy  fair  sense  give  the 
substance  of  that  language.  I  stated  on  Saturday 
what  the  gentleman  did  say.  He  declared  that  the 
alternative  was  presented  to  the  country  whether 
we  will  subjugate  and  annihilate  the  southern  peo- 
ple or  recognize  them  as  an  independent  power. 
Rather  than  exterminate,  destroy,  rid  of  existence, 
extinguish  the  men,  women,  and  children  of  the 
South,  he  was  willing  to  recognize  their  inde- 
pendence. In  the  exercise  of  his  constitutional 
right,  in  a  calm,  able,  statesmanlike  manner,  he 
discussed  the  whole  question  of  this  war.  After 
showing  that  even  if  prosecuted  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Union  (which  it  is  not)  it  had  proved 
a  failure,  and  if  continued  must  end  in  annihila- 
tion, he  declared  that,  as  a  choice  of  evils,  he  was 
for  peace  by  recognition. 

Sir,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  did 
not  descend  from  his  chair  and  arraign  Edmund 
Burke,  when  tha^  patriot  and  statesman  used 
stronger  language  in  favor  of  our  independence 
than  this.  Nor  did  the  Chancellor  of.England, 
presiding  over  the  House  of  Lords,  come  down 
from  his  high  position  and  arraign  Lord  Chatham 
for  declarations  in  favor  of  our  recognition  as  a 
nation  at  the  time  we  were  struggling  for  liberty. 

But  the  Speaker  said  upon  Saturday,  when  his 
attention  was  called  to  the  identical  language  used 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  it  was  for  the 
character  of  his  whole  speech  that  he  sought  to  ex- 
pel him.  Sir,  he  is  estopped  from  taking  that  po- 
sition now.  -He  arraigned  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  in  the  language  of  his  own  resolution,  for 
the  declaration  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  recog- 
nition of  the  independence  of  the  South  .^  1  defy 
him  or  any  other  gentleman  to  refer  to  any  por- 
tion of  that  speecli  that  makes  a  stronger  allusion 
to  the  question  of  recognition  than  that  to  which 
I  have  referred.  And  so  far  as  the  resolution  it- 
self is  concerned,  it  proposes  to  expel  the  member 
only  because  he  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  rec- 
ognition. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  whole  speech  gives  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy.  If  that  be  true,  who- 
ever else  may  take  exception  to  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemy,  it  ought  not  to  come  from 
that  side  of  the  House,  or  from  gentlemen  who 
represent  that  party.  Their  whole  political  career 
since  the  commencement  of  this  war,  official  and 
otherwise,  has  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the  en- 
emy. In  six  months  from  the  firing  on  Fort  Sum- 
ter, under  a  different  policy,  under  an  Adminis- 
tration conducted  upon  other  principles,  this  war 
would  have  been  closed,  with  the  expenditure  of 
one  half  of  the  money  and  the  loss  of  one  half  of 
the  lives  which  it  has  cost.  It  has  been  the  fanat- 
ical and  destructive  course  pursued  by  the  Admin- 
istration and  the  utter  disregard  of  the  common 
principlesof  humanity  and  patriotism;  ithasbeen 
the  declaration  and  practical  effort  to  carry  fire 
and  sword  into  every  household  of  the  South, and 
by  confiscation,  emancipation,  and  annihilation, 
leaving  the  South  no  alternative  but  resistance  or 
death,  that  this  war  has  been  prolonged,  and  is 
likely  to  be  prolonged  until  the  men  who  now 
rule  the  country  shall  have  ceased  to  hold  polit- 
ical power.  This  is  "  the  aid  and  comfort"  which 
has  been  given  to  the  enemy,  and  it  came  from 
the  men  who  affect  now  to  be  indignant  at  the 
expressions  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Sir,  shall  he  be  expelled  for  satjing  he  was  in 
favor  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  by  men  who 
daily  act  in  favor  of  it?  Why,  the  Republican 
party  was  conceived  and  brought  forth  in  the 
spirit  of  disunion.  I  had  the  honor  of  holding 
a  sent  here  twenty-two  years  ago,  when  John 
Gluincy  Adams,  the  founder  and  author  of  the 
dogmas  now  held  by  the  Republican  party,  in- 
troduced in  my  presence  a  petition  for  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Union.  And  Joshua  Giddings,  now 
holding  ahighofiicial  position  under  this  Admin- 
istration, in  the  same  Congress  presented  a  me- 
morial from  his  constituents  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve of  Ohio  in  favorof  dissolution.  Mr.  Hale, 
a  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  at  a  much  later 
period,  presented  a  memorial, in  favor  of  a  disso- 


lution of  the  Union;  and  the  votes  are  recorded 
of  Senator  Seward,  of  New  York,  and  Senator 
Chase,  of  Ohio,  in  favor  of  the  reception  of  tliat 
petition.  And,  sir,  since  the  commencement  of 
this  rebellion  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, acting  in  his  ofiicial  capacity  as  a  member 
of  the  present  Cabinet,  seriously  and  formally 
advocated  the  recognition  of  the  southern  con- 
federacy, at  a  time,  too,  When  it  had  but  a  pro- 
visional government  at  Montgomery,  Alabama, 
and  before  the  South,  using  the  language  of  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Stevens,]  had  arisen  to  its  present  position  as  a 
c/e /acfo  government,  or  had  been  acknowledged 
as  a  belligerent  by  any  nation  of  Europe.  « 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  i  deny  the  gentleman's  state- 
ment so  far  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
coticerncd. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  refuse  to  yield 
to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  COX.  1  ask  the  gentleman  to  allow  me 
to  say  a  word  in  reference  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  does 
not  intend  to  speak  upon  this  subject,  I  will  yield 
to  him  a  moment. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  state  where  the  present  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  any  official  act  of  his, 
advocated  the  recognition  of  the  southern  States 
as  an  independent  nation? 

Mr.  £;0X.  With  the  permission  of  my  friend 
I  will  give  my  colleague  the  proof.  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  look  at  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
April  22,  1861,  he  will  find  a  speech  reported, 
made  by  the  mayor  of  Baltimore,  in  which  he 
said  in  a  full  meeting,  on  the  19th  day  of  April, 
that  Secretary  Chase  had  told  him  that.  [Laugh- 
ter on  the  Republican  side  of  the  House.]  This 
came  from  the  mayor  of  Baltimore,  and  never  has 
been  denied,  and  my  colleague  knows  very  well 
that  Governor  Chase  never  will  deny  it. 

Mr.ASFILEY.  Sir,  I  deny  it  for  him.  I  know 
he  has  never  officially  orin  any  published  letteror 
speech  advocated  the  recognition  of  the  southern 
States  as  an  independent  power. 

Mr.  COX.  Tiie  gentleman  should  not  deny 
anything  before  he  hears  what  it  is.  He  is  too 
prompt  to  put  in  a  general  issue  before  he  knows 
what  I  charge.  The  extract  reads  that  although 
he  (Mr.  Chase)  opposed  the  right  of  secession, 
yet  wlien  independent  and  powerful  States  had 
gone  out  of  the  Union,  and  were  determined  not 
to  return,  he  was  for  telling  them  to  go  in  peace. 

That  was  announced  to  the  people  of  Balti- 
more in  a  public  meeting  by  an  official  character, 
and  has  never  been  denied. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  deny  it  now;  and  deny  the 
authority  from  which  it  comes. 

Mr.  COX.  I  ask  the  gentleman  what  author- 
ity he  has  for  that  denial? 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  1  answer  the  gentleman,  by 
the  character  of  the  man,  and  my  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  his  opinions  upon  all  questions. 

Mr.  COX.  Then  the  gentleman  does  not 
speak  by  authority  at  all.  If  I  were  to  judge  of 
a  man  by  his  character,  I  should  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman was  not  authorized  to  deny  anything  for 
anybody. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ashley]  may  deny 
the  fact,  but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  him- 
self does  not  deny  it. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  Will  the  gentleman  give 
way  for  a  question  ?  I  only  wish  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman a  question  in  order  that  the  House  may 
understand  his  position. 

Objection  was  made  by  several  members. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
am  surprised  that  there  should  be  any  such  de- 
nial here  now.  It  is  as  well  understood  as  any 
declaration  that  has  been  made  officially  or  other- 
wise by  any  gentleman  connected  with  this  Ad- 
ministration; and  when  any  memberofthis  House 
will  produce  an  authorized  denial  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  himself,  the  country  will 
believe  him,  and  not  before. 

But,  sir,  1  have  said  that  the  Republican  party 
had  its  existence  in  a  spirit  of  disunion,  that  its 
fathers  and  great  leaders  came  into  political  being 
on  that  sentiment.  This  Administration  could 
not  hold  together  forty-eight  hours  except  by 
that  horrid  dogjia  of  destruction,  acting  in  coUu- 
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sion  will)  corruption.  I  linve  some  few  extracts 
from  the  recorded  opinions  of  the  men  who  rule 
tlic  country;  were  it  necessary,  I  could  prove 
like  treasonable  uttcrnnces  on  the  President  and 
each  member  of  his  Cabinet.  But  by  their  acta 
shall  they  be  judged.  It  is  not  necessary  in  their 
case  to  refer  to  expressions — their  official  conduct 
speaks  louder  and  plainer  than  words. 

J.  Q,.  Adams  preson*  a  petition  for  dissolution: 
"On  the  2-4lli  or  F<tlirimry,  18-12,  Joiiii  Quiney  Adams 
presented  a  petition  in  tlio  House  of  Representatives  signed 
by  a  large  nunilier  of  citizens  of  Haverliill,  Rlassacliuselts, 
for  a  peaceable  dissolution  of  the  Union,  'assigiiinf;  as  one 
of  the  reasons  the  inequality  of  henefits  cojiltrred  on  the 
ditierent  sections.' " — Blake's  History  of  Slavery,  p.  524. 

'      J.  R.  Giddings  presents  a  petition  for  dissolu- 
tion: 

"  On  the  28th  of  February,  1842,  Mr.  Giddings  presented 
a  petition  from  a  large  number  of  abolitionists  of  Austin- 
burif,  in  liis  district,  praying  for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
and  a  separation  of  the  slave  from  the  free  States." — Ihid. 

In  their  State  convention  of  1851,  the  radicals 
of  Massachusetts,  on  whom  the  mantle  of  the 
Hartford  Convention  had  fallen,  and  animated  by 
the  same  purpose, 

"  RcsoheJ,  That  the  Constitution  which  provides  for  a 
slave  representation  and  a  slave  oligarchy  in  Congress; 
which  legalizes  slave  catchitig  on  every  inch  of  American 
soil  ;  wliieli  pledges  the  military  and  naval  power  of  the 
country  to  keep  lour  millions  of  chattel  slaves  in  their 
chains,  is  to  be  trodden  under  foot  and  pronounced  ac- 
cursed, however  une.xceptioaable  or  valuable  it  may  be  in 
its  other  provisions." 

"That  the  one  great  issue  before  the  country  is  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  in  comparison  with  whic*  all  other 
issues  with  the  slave  power  are  as  dust  in  the  balance  ; 
therefore  we  have  given  ourselves  to  the  work  of  'ainnil- 
ling  this  covenant  with  death,'  as  essential  to  our  own 
imioccnoy  and  the  sjiccdy  and  everlasting  overthrow  of  the 
slave  power." 

In  1856  the  same  party  passed  the  following  in 
convention: 

"  Resolved,  1.  That  the  necessity  of  disunion  Is  written  in 
the  whole  existing  character  and  condition  of  the  two  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  in  theirsocial  organization,  education, 
habits,  and  laws ;  in  the  danger  of  our  white  citizens  in 
Kansas,  and  our  colored  men  in  Boston  ;  in  the  wounds  of 
Charles  Sumner  and  the  laurels  of  his  assailants  ;  and  no 
Government  on  earth  was  ever  strong  enough  to  hold  to- 
gether such  opposing  forces. 

"  ilesoUei/,  2.  That  this  movement  does  not  merely  seek 
disunion  but  the  more  perfect  union  of  free  States  by  the 
expulsion  of  tlie  slave  States  from  the  confederation  in 
which  they  have  ever  been  an  element  of  discord,  danger, 
and  disgrace. 

"  Rcsohed,  3.  That  it  is  not  probable  that  the  ultimate 
severance  of  the  Union  will  be  an  act  of  deliberation  or  dis- 
cussion ;  but  that  a  long  period  of  deliberation  and  discus- 
sion must  precede  it,  and  here  we  meet  to  begin  the  work. 

"  Resolved,  4.  That  henceforward,  instead  of  regarding 
it  as  an  objection  tr)  any  system  of  policy  that  it  will  lead 
to  a  separation  of  the  Slates,  we  will  proclaim  that  to  be 
the  highest  of  all.recommendations,  and  the  greatest  proof 
ofstntestnanship,  and  will  support  politically  such  men 
and  measures  as  appear  to  tend  most  to  this  result." 

Mr.  Garrison  made  a  speech  in  1856  in  which 
he  declared: 

"  I  have  said,  and  I  say  ajam,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
growth  of  disunii.'nism  will  be  the  growth  of  Republican- 
ism." »  *  *  *  "The  Union  is  a  lie.  Tlie 
American  Union  is  an  imposture  and  a  covenant  with 
death  ami  an  agreement  with  hell."  *  *  *  -; 
"1  am  for  its  overthrow."  *  *  *  »  "Up 
with  the<flag  of  disunion  that  we  may  ha.vc  a  free  and  Jlo- 
rious  Union  of  our  own." 

At  a  Republican  convention  held  at  Monroe, 
Green  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1856,  the  following 
resolution  was  passed: 

"  Resolrcd,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  North,  in  case  they 
fail  in  I'lectinga  I'resident  and  Congress  that  #111  restore 
freedom  to  Kansas,  to  revolutionize  the  Government." 

Anson  Rurlingame  made  a  speech  in  1856  in 
which  he  Ijlasphcimously  said: 

"The  time  is  coming  and  soon  will  bo  that  we  must  have 
nn  nnti-Blavery  Constitution,  an  auti-slavcry  Ilible,  and  an 
anti-slavery  God." 

The  Montrose  Democrat  of  May  10, 1856,  said: 
"  Wo  recollect  that  over  a  year  ago  we  heard  Mr.  VVil- 
niol  make  the  foilcnving  dcelaration: 

"  '  I  am  determined  to  arouse  the  jieople  to  t'le  import- 
ance of  tii«  slavery  Wmw  and  get  up  an  organization  thron^'h 
wlik-h  thi-y  can  g<!t  the  control  of  tlieGf)vernment  In  IB.'iS. 
And  If  I  bi.'come  satlsticd  that  these  efforts  will  fail,  ami 
that  the  people  will  not  assert  their  rights,  then  I'll  be  d— d 
Iff  don't  join  the  party  that  I  think  will  send  the  country 
to  h— 1  the  quickest.'" 

Horace  Mann  on  one  occasion  said: 
"  111  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  add  that  sunh  is  my  solemn 
and  abiding  conviction  of  the  character  of  slavery,  and 
nmlir  a  full  sense  of  r<:sponsiblllty  to  my  country  and  my 
Go<l,  I  delil>i:ra|i|y  say,  better  disunion,  better  a  civil  or 
)i(!rvile  war,  betti^r  anything  that  God  in  Ills  providi'ncc 
(liall  sLMid,  than  iui  exlensiou  of  the  bonds  of  slavery." 
"I  havo  before  declared  that  the  path  of  duly  wns  clear 


as  to  the  fugitive  slave  act,  and  that  I  am  bound  to  disobey 
it." — Clmrlcs  Sumner,  September,  18.>!. 

"On  the  7th  day  of  Pebrnai-y,  1850,  John  P.  Hale  in- 
sisted upon,  and  along  with  Chase  and  Seward  alone,  voted 
to  receive,  refer,  and  considera  petition  demanding  of  Con- 
cress  an  immediate  dissolution  of  the  Union,  because  a 
Union  with  slaveholders  is  violative  of  divine  lavvand  hu- 
man rights." 

"John  P.  Hale,  on  the  23d  March,  18-18,  presented  a  batch 
of  eight  petitions  at  onc(?demaiuling  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union." 

"No  man  has  a  right  to  be  surprised  at  this  state  of 
things.  It  is  just  what  we  abolitionists  and  disunionists 
have  attempted  to  bring  about.  There  is  merit  in  the  Re- 
publican party,  it  is  the  first  sectional  party  ever  organ- 
ized in  this  country.  It  does  not  know  its  own  face,  hut 
calls  itself  national;  but  it  is  not  national:  it  is  icdional. 
The  Republican  party  is  a  party  of  tlie  North  pledged  against 
the  South."— IKcnrfeZ/  Phillips. 

"If  the  Republicans  fail  at  the  ballot-box,  we  shall  be 
forced  to  drive  back  the  slaveocrats  with  fire  and  sword." 
— James  IVatson  JVelb, 

The  True  American,  a  Republican  organ  in 
Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  commenting  upon 
a  speech  delivered  at  a  Democratic  meeting,  says: 

"  This  twaddle  about  the  Union  and  its  preservation  is 
too  silly  and  sickening  for  any  good  eflect.  VVe  think  that 
the  liberty  ofa  single  slave  is  worth  more  than  all  the  Unions 
God's  universe  can  hold." 

RuFus  P.  Spalding,  now  an  Administration 
member  of  this  House,  and  a.member  of  the  con- 
vention that  nominated  Fiemont,  said  in  that  con- 
vention t4iat — 

"In  the  case  of  the  alternative  being  presented  of  the 
continuance  of  slavery  or  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  I  am 
for  dissolution,  and  I  care  not  how  quick  it  comes." 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  pronounce  that  false,  let 
it  come  from  what  source  it  may. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.   I  ask  to  say  a  single  word. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  The  gentleman 
can  reply  after  my  hour  expii-es. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Will  the  gentleman  per- 
mit me  to  ask  him  a  question.' 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  must  decline 
now. 

In  1^4  the  abolitionists  of  Massachusetts  and 
of  other  States  sent  petitions  to  Congress,  from 
which  the  following  is  an  exti-act: 

"We  earnestly  request  Congress  at  its  present  session  to 
take  initiatory  measures  for  the  speedy,  peaceful,  and  equi- 
table dissolution  of  the  existing  Union  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  case  may  requir(!." 

Henry  Ward  Boechersays: 

"A  great  many  people  raise  a  cry  about  the  Union  and 
the  (;<mstiiutioii,asif  the  two  were  perfectly  identical;  but 
the  truth  is,  it  is  tlie  Constitution  itself  \.\\;\t  is  the  cause  of 
every  division  which  this  vexed  question  of  slavery  has 
ever  occasioned  in  this  country.  It  has  been  the  foundation 
of  our  nonliles  by  attempting  tohold  together  as  reconciled 
two  opposing  principles  which  will  not  harnjonize  nor 
agree." 

Salmon  P.  Chase  says: 

"  Slavery  in  the  States  would  not  continue  a  year  after 
the  accessicm  of  the  anti-slavery  party  to  power." 

Fred.  Douglass  says: 

"  From  this  time  forth  I  consecrate  the  labors  of  my  life 
to  the  dIssoUUion  of  the  Union,  and  I  care  not  wljcther  the 
bolt  that  rends  it  shall  come  from  heaven  or  IVum  hell." 

1  quote  from  the  New  York  Tribune,  which 
was  laid  upon  the  members'  desks  just  before  the 
passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act: 

"  We  u rgp,  therefore,  utiben ding  determinai ion  on  the  part 
of  northern  members  hostile  to  this  intolerable  outrage, 
and  demand  of  them  in  behalf  of  peace,  in  behalf  of  free- 
dom, in  behalf  of  justice  and  humanity,  resistance  to  the 
last.  U('tter  that  confusion  should  ensue — better  that  dis- 
cord should  reign  In  the  national  councils — better  that  ('oii- 
gress  should  break  up  In  wild  disorder— nay,  bettcrthat  the 
Capitol  itself  shoulil  blaze  by  the  torch  of  the  incendiary, 
or  fall  and  bury  all  its  inin,ates  beneath  its  crinnbling  ruins, 
than  that  this  perfidy  and  wrong  should  be  finaHy  accom- 
plished." 

General  Banks  said: 

"  1  am  willing  In  a  certain  contingency  to  let  the  Union 
.slide." 

Rev.  Dr.  Bellows,  president  of  the  sanitary  cotn- 
mission,  in  one  of  his  public  discourses  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  disgraced  the  pulpit  by  uttering  the 
following: 

"  It  is  no  longer  a  war  In  defense  of  the  Union,  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws.  It  Is  a  war  to 
be  carried  on  no  longer  with  the  aim  of  rei-stabllshing  the 
Union  and  the  Constitution  with  their  old  compromises, 
,God  means  not  to  let  us  oflvvith  any  half-way  work.  I  am 
now  convinced  and  I  consider  it  the  most  humane,  the 
most  economical,  and  the  most  statesmanlike  now  to  take 
the  most  radical  ground  possible;  to  as'iime  that  this  Is  a 
war  for  the  subjiigalion  or  extermination  of  all  persons  who 
wish  to  maintain  the  slave  power;  a  war  to  get  rid  of  sla- 
very andslaveholdirs.  whetlK.'r  It  bo  constitutional  or  not." 

Wendell  Philiips  again  says: 
"  The  ronstitutioii  of  our  fathers  wan  a  mitU'iko,     Tear 


it  in  pieces  and  malte  a  better.  Don't  sav  the  machine  Is 
out  of  order;  it  is  in  order;  it  does  what  its  framers  in- 
tended—protects slavery.  Ouraim  is  disunion,  breaking  up 
the  States.  I  have  shown  you  that  our  work  eaiinoi  be 
done  under  our  institutions," 

Again  he  said: 
•  "  No  act  of  ours  do  we  regard  with  more  conscientious 
approval  or  higher  satisfaction,  none  do  we  submit  more 
confidently  to  the  tribunal  of  Heaven  and  the  moral  verdict  of 
mankind,  than  when,  several  years  ago,  on  the  4lh  of  July, 
in  the  presence  of  a  great  assembly,  we  committed  to  the 
flames  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 

The  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  passed  the 
following  resolutions: 
,  "  Resoh-ed,  That  secession  froin  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment is  the  duty  of  every  abolitionist,  since  no  one  can 
take  office  or  deposit  his  vote  under  its  Constitution  with- 
out violating  his  anti-slavery  principles,and  rendering  him- 
self an  abettor  to  the  slaveholder,  and  committing  a  sin, 

"  Resoh-ed,  That  years  of  warfare  against  the  slave  power 
have  convinced  us  that  every  act  done  in  support  of  the 
American  Union  rivets  theeliain  of  the  slave;  that  the  only 
exodus  of  the  slave  to  freedom,  unless  it  be  one  of  blood, 
must  be  over  the  remains  of  the  present  American  church, 
and  the  grave  of  the  present  Union, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  abolitionists  of  this  country  should 
make  it  one  of  the  primary  olyects  of  this  agitation  to  dis- 
solve the  American  Union," 

The  present  United  Slates  Treasurer  (Spinner) 
said  during  the  Fremont  campaign: 

"Should  this  [the  election  of  Fremont]  fail,  no  truejnai\ 
would  bo  any  longer  safe  here  from  the  assaults  of  the  ar- 
rogant slave  oligarchy,  who  then  would  rule  with  an  iron 
hand;  for  the  free  North  would  be  let^t  the  choice  ofa 
peaceful  dissolution  of  the  Union,  a  civil  war  which  would 
end  in  the  same,  or  an  unconditional  surrender  of  every 
principle  held  dear  by  freemen." 

James  S,  Pike,  long  editorially  connected  with 
the  New  York  Tribune,  and  now  minister  to  the 
Netherlands,  said: 

"  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  free  and  slave  States  ought  to 
separate.  The  Union  is  not  worth  supporting  in  connec- 
tion with  the  South." 

John  W.  Forney,  editor  of  the  Philadelphia 
Press,over  the  nomrfe;jZttme  of  Occasional,  writing 
to  his  paper,  said: 

"  Let  us  unite  the  North  by  any  means.  When  men  no 
longer  volunteer  let  there  be  conscription.  Silence  every 
tongue  that  does  not  speak  with  respect  of  the  cause  and 
the  flag.  Do  away  with  politics,  with  luxuries,  with  com- 
forts. Let  us  cease  for  the  present  to  speak  of  laws  and 
restrictions  and  what  are  called  safeguards." 

Mr.  Seward,  at  Boston,  foreshadowed  the  pur- 
pose of  the  abolition  party: 

"  What  a  commentary  upon  the  history  of  man  is  the  fact 
that  eighteen  years  alter  the  death  of  John  Quiney  Adams 
the  people  have  for  theirstandard-bearer  Abraham  Lincoln, 
confirming  the  obligations  of  the  higher  law  which  the  sage 
of  Quiney  proclaimed,  and  contending  for  weal  or  woe,  for 
life  or  death,  in  the  irrepressible  conflict  between  freedom 
and  slavery.  I  desire  ordy  to  say  that 'we  are  in  the  last 
stage  of  the  conflict  before  the  great  triumphant  inaugu- 
ration of  tliis  policy  into  the  Gove^niuciit  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  Seward,  in  the  Senate,  threw  this  firebrand 
at  the  South: 

"  Then  the  free  States  and  slave  States  of  the  Atlantic, 
divided  and  warring  with  each  other,  would  disgust  the 
free  States  of  the  Pacific,  and  they  would  have  abundant 
cause  and  justification  for  withdrawing  fron|  the  Union, 
productive  no  longer  of  peace,  safety,  and  liberty  to  them- 
selves," &c. 

In  the  Republican  convention  of  Cliicago,  1860, 
at  which  Mr.  Lincoln  was  nominated,  the  follow- 
ing occurred  among  the  proceedings  as  published 
in  the  New  York  Ti-ibune  of  May,  1860: 

"Judge  Jessup  said  that  he  desired  to  amend  a  verbal 
mistake  in  the  name  of  the  party.  It  was  printed  in  the 
resolution  'National  Republican  party.'  He  wished  to 
strike  out  the  word  '  national,'  as  that  was  n6t  the  name 
by  whicli  the  party  was  properly  known." 

N.  P.  Banks,  in  a  speech  in  Massachusetts  in 
1856,  thus  piedicts  a  "  military  dictatorial  gov- 
ernment:" 

"  I  can  conceive  ofa  time  when  this  Constitution  shall 
not  be  in  existence,  when  we  shall  have  an  absolute  mili- 
tary dictatorial  government  transmitted  from  age  to  age, 
with  men  at  its  head  who  are  made  rubers  by  military  com- 
mission, or  who  claim  a  hereditary  right  to  govern  those 
over  whom  they  arc  placed," 

Mr.  Schuiz,  in  1860,  said: 

"Jlay  the  (Jod  in  human  nature  be  aroused  and  plerco 
the  very  soul  of  our  nation  with  an  (niergy  that  shall  sweep 
as  with  the  besoin  of  destruetlon  this  abomination  [slavery] 
from  the  land.  You  call  this  revolution;  it  Is,  In  this  we 
need  revolution.  We  must,  we  will  have  it.  Let  it  come!" 

On  the  12th  of  July,  1848,  John  P,  Hale  said: 

"  All  the  terrors  of  dissolution  1  can  look  steadfastly  In 

tlu^face  before  I  could  look  to  that  moral  union  which  must 

fallupim  us,  when  we  can  so  far  prnstiuite  ourselves  aa  to 

become  the  phnieers  of  slavery  in  the  T<'rritorles," 

In  the  Senate,  February  26,  1856,  Mr.  Halb, 
in  .speaking  of  the  conllict,  .said: 
"Good!  Good  1     Sir,  I   liopn   it  will  come;   aud  if  It 
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fomes  to  blood,  let  it  come.     No,  sir,  if  that  issue  must 
come,  let  it  cojne  ;  and  it  cannot  come  too  soon." 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  desiie  to  know  from  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  whether  that  is  a  new 
edition  of  the  "  Gospel  of  Peace."  [Laughter.] 
Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  decline  to  yield. 
Mr.  SPALDING.  I  certainly  have  a  right  to 
know  from  what  book  the  extracts  have  been 
read. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  will  not  detain 
the  House  by  the  reading  of  any  more  extracts 
[cries  of  "Oh!  read  them"]  to  prove  the  allega- 
tion which  I  made,  that  the  Republican  party, 
■which  now  rules  this  country,  was  conceived  and 
born  in  a  spirit  of  disunion,  and  that  whoever  else 
may  rebuke  my  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,] 
that  side  of  the  House  should  take  no  exception 
to  any  language  that  may  be  used  looking  to  dis- 
union or  recognition. 

Sir,  1  am  not  in  favor  of  recognition.  I  have 
held  but  one  language  and  assumed  but  one  posi- 
tion since  the  breaking  out  of  this  unfortunate  rev- 
olution. 1  am  opposed  to  recognizing,  in  any 
contingency,  until  after  the  exhaustion  of  peace- 
ful negotiation,  the  independence  of  the  southern 
government;  and  I  do  not  concur  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,]  in  his  belief  that 
the  alternative  has  been  presented  of  annihilation 
or  recognition.  I  believe  that  if  this  Government 
would,  in  good  faith,  make  an  honest  effort  to 
restore  this  Union  by  peaceful  negotiation,  if 
it  will  guaranty  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
southern  States,  I  believe  that  even  now  the  Union 
could  be  restored  without  firing  another  cannon. 
And  until  we  have  exhausted  and  failed  in  tliese 
negotiations,  I,  for  one,  will  not  allow  myself  to 
think  of,  much  less  speak  of,  a  contingency  so 
dreadful  as  that  of  dissolution. 

And  it  is  proper  that  I  should  say,  on  this  occa- 
sion, that  I  dissent  from  the  sentiments  uttered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Harris,] 
on  Saturday.  If  I  understood  him  correctly,  he 
declared  in  favor  of  not  only  the  right  but  the 
policy  of  secession.  I  differ  from  him  entirely 
and  altogether.  And  although  I  voted  against 
the  resolution  of  censure,  I  did  it  because  I  deny 
the  right  in  this  House  to  censure  any  man  for 
the  expression  of  any  sentiment  he  may  enter- 
tain. Not  withstanding  the  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  a  member  is  not  to  be  called  to  account, 
out  of  the  House,  for  anything  that  he  may  do 
here,  I  deny  the  right  of  this  House  to  deprive  the 
Representative  of  forty  thousand  people  rtf  the  lib- 
erty of  expressing  his  sentiments,  and  probably 
their  sentiments,  upon  any  public  question  of 
the  day. 

1  will  not  vote  to  abridge  the  expression  of  sen- 
timent in  this  House.  1  am  willing  to  accord  to 
every  man,  even  to  those  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  the  largest  liberty  of  debate.  But,  sir,  I 
am  not  in  favor  of  a  dissolijtion  of  this  Union. 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  recognition.  I  am  not  in  favor 
of  secession.  But  I  am  in  favor  of  peace.  I  am 
in  favor  of  doing  justice  to  the  southern  people. 
lam  in  favor  of  making  an  effort,  through  negotia- 
tion, for  a  final  determination  and  adjudication  of 
this  question  in  some  way,  as  the  Government  has 
always  done  under  like  circumstances. 

This  war  cannot  restore  the  Union.  I  believe 
the  Democratic  parly,  as  far  as  this  immediate 
question  is  concerned,  cannot  be  an  abolition 
war  party.  There  can  be  no  such  thing  as  a  war 
Democrat;  because  when  a  man  is  in  favor  of 
the  war,  he  must  be  in  favor  of  the  policies  of  the 
war  as  it  is  prosecuted  by  the  party  in  power, 
with  its  unavoidable  tendency  to  destroy  the 
Constitution  and  the  Union.  He  cannot  be  a  Dem- 
ocrat and  be  a  disunionist  also.  I  do  not  want  to 
Bee  the  Democratic  party  brought  into  power  un- 
der such  policies  or  on  any  such  platform  as  that. 
If  the  war  is  to  go  on,  I  want  the  Republican 
party  to  carry  it  on.  They  caused  it,  and  letthcm 
take  the  responsibility.  They  get  the  plunder, 
let  them  take  the  consequences. 

Now,  sir,  can  thei'e  be  such  a  thing  as  a  con- 
servative Republican  ?  No,  sir,  a  man  cannot  be 
a  modern  Republican  and  be  conservative.     Re- 
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publicanism,  as  now  understood  practically,  is 
destructive,  fanatical,  and  ruinous.  Conservatism 
is  to  protectand  preserve  life  and  property.  There- 
fore I  say  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  a  war 
Democrat  or  a  cotiservative  Republican.  Until 
the  American  people  return  to  the  sober  second 
thought,  and  realize  the  inevitable  tendency  and 
conclusion  of  the  war,  I  believe  that  the  disease 
will  run  its  course,  and  that  the  Republican  dis- 
unionists  in  power  may  carry  out  their  docliines 
to  their  bloody  and  relentless  results. 

George  Thompson  was  sent  an  emissary  by  the 
British  Government  thirty  years  ago  to  sow  the 
seeds  of  dissolution  in  America.  He  now  returns 
as  the  guest  of  his  fellow-disunionists,  the  ruling 
party,  to  see  the  reaping  of  the  bloody  harvest. 
Union,  sir.  Union  with  this  doctrine  of  fell  de- 
struction and  annihilation,  where  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  is  to  be  put  to  the  sword,  where 
their  country  is  to  be  laid  waste,  wliere  their  State 
institutions  ai-e  to  be  subverted,  where  freemen 
under  your  Constitution,  standing  with  equal 
rights  with  ourselves,  are  to  be  made  slaves  or 
die!  Why,  sir,  men  who  talk  of  such  a  Union 
underoursystem  have  neverread  tlieConstitution. 
In  the  elegant  language  to-day  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,]  they  are 
"  either  fools  or  knaves." 

Sir,  there  can  be  no  such  Union.  Civil  war  is 
dissolution,  destruction,  extermination.  And 
therefore  I  am  opposed  to  it,  and  in  favor  of  mak- 
ing a  peaceful  effort  for  the  settlement  of  this  great 
question.  1  am  in  favor  of  bringing  back  the 
southern  States  into  a,condition  of  fraternity  and 
brotherhood  with  the  North.  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  compacts  and  compi'omises  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 1  am  in  favor  of  this  galaxy  of  beautiful, 
independent  powers  being  once  more  gathered 
under  a  common  Government,  entitled  to  equal 
rights,  equal  privileges,  and  equal  exemption  from 
central  usurpation  and  tyranny. 

That,  sir,  is  my  position.  1  do  not  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Harris]  in 
favor  of  secession.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  that  the  alternative 
is  even  yet  presented  to  the  American  people  of 
annihilation  or  dissolution.  But  I  do  believe  that 
if  the  President  of  the  United  States  would  ap- 
point commissioners  clothed  with  power,  as  has 
been  done  under  like  circumstances  by  his  pre- 
decessors from  the  days  of  Washington  down  to 
the  present  time,  and  those  commissioners  would 
proceed  to  Richmond,  vyhile  I  do  not  thitik  that 
peace  would  immediately  be  restored,  I  do  think 
there  would  be  a  conimencement  of  the  end  of 
this  war,  which  would  lead  to  a  restoration  of 
the  Union  either  by  reconstruction  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  conclusion  I  pray  God  that,  not- 
withstanding the  fell  spirit  of  destruction  North 
and  South,  notwithstanding  the  evils  which  so 
beset  us.  He  will  speedily  put  an  end  to  this 
bloody  conflict, and  in  the  infinity  of  His  wisdom 
restore  this  bleeding  land  to  its  former  condition 
of  peace,  fraternity,  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Mr.  Speaker,  a  student  in 
natural  history  would  have  much  to  learn  upon 
this  floor.  Some  specimens  of  the  snake  family 
are  so  slippery  that  it  seems  impossible  to  classify 
them  or  to  hold  them  to  any  place. 

I  find  myself  at  great  loss  to  understand  what 
ground  is  occupied  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood,]  who  hasjusl taken 
his  seal.  Heavowsthathedisagiees  to  theposition 
taken  by  the  member  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Har- 
ris,] who  was  yesterday  visited  with  the  censure 
of  the  House;  he  dissents  from  the  arguments  and 
propositionsof  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Long,]  whose 
case  we  are  now  considering;  and  yet  he  says  to 
his  fellow-copperheads,  those,  if  any  there  be, 
who  crawl  with  him,  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  war  Democrat,  for  a  creature  of  that  kind  is 
anomalous.  [Laughter.]  1  may  be  pardoned, 
therefore,  if  1  liave  difiiculty  in  comprehending 
hia  own  nature  or  knowing  exactly  where  in  the 
scale  to  place  him. 

But  at  the  close  of  his  remarks  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  seemed  in  some  small  degree  to 


develop  his  peculiar  views  and  purposes.  He 
has  laid  down  something  like  the  same  platform 
in  resolutions  which  he  early  in  the  session  of- 
fered in  this  House.  Being  neither  against  the 
war  nor  for  the  war,  he  would  send  commission- 
ers to  Richmond  to  treat  with  those  arrayed  in 
arms  against  the  country  to  offer  them  terms  of 
peace.  He  preaches  a  "  new  gospel  of  peace," 
of  which  he  is  the  great  apostle. 

How  many  others  on  his  side  of  the  House  may 
agree  with  him  I  know  not.  Bull  doknowthisy 
whenever  any  such  propositions  of  northern  Dem- 
ocrats have  appeared  in  public  print,  or  their  of- 
fers or  suggestions  of  peace  have  been  made  in 
any  form,  they  have  invariably  been  received  by 
the  rebels  at  Richmond  with  scoffing  and  repelled 
with  Rcorji.  Their  rebel  friends  have  not  hesitated 
to  declare  that  such  advances  and  the  emissaries 
who  might  convey  them  could  only  be  entertained 
by  ihem  with  fingers  holding  their  offended  aris- 
tocratic noses.  [Laughter.]  That  only  is  the  way 
they  would  receive  Democrats  who  came  to  offer 
them  peace.  You  must  not  "come  between  the 
wind  and  their  nobility." 

The  gentleman  and  his  friends,  then,  are  willing 
and  ]iropose  to  crawl  on  their  bellies  to  the  feet 
of  rebels  and  insurgents  in  arms,  and  looking 
up  pileously  to  say  "Oh,  our  masters,  notwith- 
standing all  your  scoffing  and  scorn,  and  though 
you  may  spurn  us  from  your  presence,  we  im- 
plore you  to  say  whether  you  will  not  graciously 
agree  to  make  some  terms  with  us."  I  cannot 
comprehend  this  abasement  in  any  other  way. 

Thank  God,  I  belong  to  no  such  party  as  that. 
For  the  sake  of  manhood  and  humanity,!  would 
trust  there  are  few  who  do.  I  never  will  make 
peace  with  armed  rebels.  I  am  for  concluding  no 
treaties,  holding  no  conferences  with  insurgent 
Stales  claiming  to  be  an  independent  and  separate 
nationality.  [Suppressed  applause.]  I  believe 
that  the  only  safety  for  this  country  consists  in 
fighting  out  this  war  to  the  end  and  suppressing 
this  rebellion;  in  taking  care  to  put  it  down  so  ef- 
fectually that  its  hydra  head  will  never  be  raised 
in  the  land  again.  I  think  that  that  too  may  be 
assumed  as  the  sentiment  of  this  House,  and  its 
resolved  purpose. 

Let  me  refer  to  what  was  the  action  here  on 
some  propositions  I  had  the  honor  myself  to  sub- 
mit some  time  ago  in  a  series  of  resolutions.  In 
order  to  refresh  the  recollections  of  members  on 
bolh  sides  of  the  House  I  beg  to  recur  to  the  offi- 
cial record,  1  find  by  the  Journal  of  the  29th  of 
February  last  that  I  moved  the  adoption  of  three 
resolutions,  of  which  the  first  was  in  these  words: 

"Resolced,  That  the  present  war  which  this'Government 
is  carrying  on  against  armed  insurrectionists  and  others, 
banded  to!ietlier"'under  the  name  ot  '  southern  confeder- 
acy,' was  brought  on  by  a  wicked  and  wliolly  unjustifiable 
rebellion,  and  all  those  engaged  in  or  aiding  orencouraglng 
it  are  public  enemies,  and  should  be  treated  as  such." 

How  was  that  resolution  received.'  It  passed 
without  objection;  not  one  dissenting  voice;  no 
oppositionwhatever,  not  even  a  call  for  the  yeaa 
and  nays.  By  general  consent  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  of  the  United  States  accepted 
that  as  one  plank  in  the  platform  upon  which  they, 
as  a  component  part  of  the  Government,  were 
willing  to  stand  in  their  efforts  to  put  down  this 
wicked  and  infamous  rebellion.  ■ 

The  next  resolution  is  in  these  terms: 

"Resolved,  That  this  rebellion  shall  he  effectually  put 
down,  and  that  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  rebellions 
in  future  the  causes  which  led  to  this  one  inuJt  be  perma- 
nently removed." 

Some  gentleman  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  and 
asked  that  a  vote  might  first  be  taken  iipon  the 
proposition  "  that  this  rebellion  shall  be  effect- 
ually put  down."  Upon  that  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  gentlemen  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and 
not  one  in  the  negative.  It  passed  unanimously. 
And  here,  in  passing,  I  may  lemark  that  among 
that  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  was  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Long,]  whose  case  is  now  under 
consideration.  He  then  voted  his  oi)inion  as  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Represuntalives  that  thia 
rebellion  ought  to  be  effectually  put  down.     It  ia 
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for  l)ii)i  ami  fur  tin:  oounlry  tc)  i  of  oncili',  if  it  be 
possible,  that  declaration  then  solpinnly  made  by 
iiis  recorded  vi)tf,wi!li  liis  Ixiliuf  now  annouiicod 
that  the  rebL-Uion  cannot  be  put  down,  and  that 
there  remains  iuithing  lor  us  bin  to  recognize  Uiat 
insurrectionary  jM-eteuded  governnienl  and  to  ac- 
cept it  as  one  of  the  nationalities  of  the  world  . 

The  i-emaining  clause  of  that  second  resolution 
was  likewise  carried  by  the  unanimous  consentof 
the  House.  Gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  af- 
fected to  believe  that  "  the  causes  of  the  rebel- 
lion" were  not  what  I  plainly  intended — slavery 
and  the  slave  power,  and  the  slave  influence  in 
this  country;  and  so  we  united,  they  construing 
the  language  of  the  resolution  in  one  way,  and  I 
and  ail  the  Union  members  here  in  another.  By 
that  motion,  then,  |)erhaps  nothing  was  taken. 
Under  such  a  subterfuge  gentlemen  escaped  the 
issue  I  presented. 

Rut  there  remainedanother  resolution,  the  third 
and  last  of  the  series: 

"  RcsolceJ,  That  ill  tliis  slrugslo  wliiuli  is  going  on  for  tlie 
saving  of  our  country  iiiid  free  Goveinineiit,  tliere  is  no 
middle  ground  on  vvliicli  .iny  pood  citizen  or  true  patriot 
can  stiind  ;  nenlrality,  or  indiffcri^nce,  or  anytliiiig  sliortof 
a  liearly  support  of  the  Government,  being  a  crime  wliere 
the  question  ii^  l)otwecii  loyalty  and  treason." 

That  resolution  nl.-?o  passed  this  House  by  a 
unanimous  vote.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  was  not  present, 
and  some  who  were  present  did  not  vote;  but  one 
hundred  and  nine,  being  all  that  did  vole  upon 
the  question,  recorded  their  names  in  the  affirina- 
tive.  Again  there  was  not  one  negative.  My 
colleague,  whose  case  we  have  now  before  us,  was 
here.  He  had  voted  on  the  pi-evious  resolution 
but  declined  to  answer  upon  this.  With  some 
fifteen  other  gentlemen  upon  that  side  of  the 
House  he  preferred  to  dodge  the  issue,  and  they 
avoided  being  biouglu  to  a  test  whether  they  be- 
lieved in  such  middle  gVound  or  not.  Upon  this 
middle  ground,  upon  which  it  was  agreed  no  patriot 
or  true  man  can  stand,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  selects  his  uncer- 
tain footing.  It  is  thft  dark,  oozy,  unwholesome 
soil,  between  the  solid  earth  on  either  side,  over 
which  imclassified  copperheads  do  creep,  and 
mark  tiieir  slimy  and  doubtfullrack. 

But  what  assurance  have  we  that  the  member 
from  New  York  is  going  to  occupy  hereafter  and 
consistently  «ven  the  ground  he  has  assuimcd  to- 
day.^ He  says  lie  is  no  disunionist.  He  declares 
against  the  war;  he  is  forconipromise;  for  nego- 
tiation with  rebels;  for  peace  to  be  acquired  in 
that  way.  Yet  unlike  my  colleague  [Mr.  Long] 
he  would  not  think  of  giving  up  the  integrity  of 
the  Union.  But  whatare  his  antecedents.'  Where 
stood  he  at  the  beginning  and  after  the  beginning 
of  this  great  struggle  for  the  life  of  the  nation  .?  I 
will  turn  aside  here  for  a  moment  to  consider  as 
one  of  the  remarkable  passages  in  the  speech  of 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Long]  the  account  he  has 
sought  to  impose  upon  the  country  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war;  and  then  1  will  see  if  we 
can  find  what  position  was  in  that  earlier  day 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

My  colleague  [Air.  Long]  in  the  s).<;ccii  for  the 
utterance  of  which  he  is  now  held  to  accrjuiU  be- 
fore the  Hous(!  has  said  that  hostilities  against 
the  Governmentof  the  Unilcti  States  did  not  com- 
mence until  after  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  He  declares  that  those  hostilities  were 
brought  on  by  the  desire  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  country  being  drawn  into 
It  by  a  trick  the  war  proctK'ded  and  from  that  point 
has  been  progressing.  That  1  may  not  be  sup- 
p'.sed  to  misrepresent  his  language  I  will  read 
from  the  report  of  his  speech  as  I  have  it  now  be- 
fore me: 

"A Recretmeetlngoftlifi  Governors  ofnninnbcr of  .States 
waa  soon  after  lield  in  this  city.  A  sclifme  was  di'vised 
and  a  vessel  sent  out,  under  pretense  of  nirnisliing  provis- 
tfias  to  llie  troops  with  Major  Anderson  in  Fort  Sumter. 
On  arriving  in  Cliarlcston  harbor  the  people  of  that  city 
fired  upon  the  I'ort.  Tlie  telegrapli  bore  the  news  to  llils 
city,  and  on  its  first  mention  to  the  President  hi;  exclaimed 
'Iliiiew  they  tvoiild  do  it;'  which  to  my  mind  1.-*  conclusive 
time  It  was  intended  expressly  for  that  purpose.  .Seveiitv- 
five  tliou.sanil  men  were  immediately  called  for;  war  w.is 
innuguraled;  twenty  days  were  given  the  insurgents  to  lay 
ilown  their  arms;  an  additional  five  hundred  thousand  men 
were  soon  called  for;  hostilities  conimene(;d."' 

That,  Mr.  Speaker,  professes  to  be  history; 
nnd  yet  a  more  gross,  more  uiiwarraninble,  bolder 
perver.si.Hi  and  misrepresentation  of  facts  was 
never  perhaps  presented  to  the  public  ear.  Hos- 
lililies  commenced  !    When?    After  Mr.  Lincoln 


was  inaugurated,  he  says,  and  not  until  then; 
after  relief  had  been  sent  to  the  garrison  at  Fort 
Sumter;  after  relief  had  been  sent  there  for  the 
very  purpose  of  provoking  hostilities;  after  troops 
had  been  called  out  time  and  again  to  put  down 
the  iiisurgenis.  Now,  is  it  not  well  known  that 
before  Mr.  Lincoln,  by  inauguration,  became  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  early  as  in  the 
December  previous, our  own  western  steamboats 
were  attacked  and  our  travel  and  commerce  inter- 
rupted and  stopjDcd  by  batteries  planted  for  that 
purpose  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  river  by 
order  of  the  rebel  Governor  of  one  of  the  rebel 
States.'  Is  it  not  known  to  all  that  in  January, 
1861,  an  ocean  steamer,  the  Star  of  the  West, 
bearing  our  flag,  was  fired  upon  as  she  entered 
the  harbor  of  Charleston  and  compelled  to  turn 
and  put  to  sea,  as  from  a  hostile  port.  And  yet, 
my  colleague  here,  in  the  face  of  these  and  other 
notorious  facts,  as  I  have  heard  others  equally 
reckless  elsewhere,  dares,  for  the  sake  of  putting 
his  own  Governmiuit  in  the  wrong,  to  aver  that 
not  the  traitor  rebels  but  our  own  authorities  in- 
augurated civil  war;  fixing  its  commencement 
months  after  these  events  had  transpired. 

But  to  return.  I  said  I  would  refer  to  this  with 
a  view  to  the  former  position  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mi-.  Fernando  Wood.]  When- 
ever and  however  hostilities  commenced,  where 
then  was  he,  and  what  was  his  relation  to  the 
great  rebellious  movement  by  which  was  sought 
to  be  destroyed  the  integrity  and  unity  of  his 
country.'' 

When  our  difficulties  with  the  South  were  ripen- 
ing into  war,  when  hostilities  were  actually  com- 
menced, when  it  was  not  known  how  far  disaf- 
fection mightextend  througlioutlheseveral  States 
of  this  Union,  there  was  a  mayor  of  New  York 
who  proposed  that  that  city  should  secede  from 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  set  up 
for  itself  as  a  "  free  city,"  on  the  pattern  of  inde- 
pendent political  communities  of  thalsort  known 
on  the  European  continent. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Does  tliegentle- 
man  from  Ohio  yield  to  the  gentlemaVi  fromNew 
York.' 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  1  cannot  be  interrupted,  sir, 
but  will  continue  as  the  gentleman  insisted  on 
doing  when  others  sought  to  interrupt  him. 

Not  that  alone,  sir;  the  saitie  mayor  of  New 
Yoik,  after  rebellion  was  already  rampant,  when 
boxes  filled  with  arms  were  stopped  by  the  loyal 
city  authorities  on  the  wharves  of  New  York,  and 
not  permitted  to  go  South,  that  v/eapoiis  might  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  iho^e  infernal  scoundrels 
who  were  seeking  to  overthrow  the  Government 
and  the  country;  that  same  mayor,  on  being  tel- 
egraphed to,  replied  that  he  regretted  he  had  no 
power  over  the  matter,  or  he  would  gladly  prevent 
any  interference  with  such  transmission  of  these 
munitions  of  war. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.    Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Yes,  I  know  that  that  has 
been  denied  here,  a  sh(jit  lime  ago,  by  that  gen- 
tleman on  this  floor,  and  without  hearing  him 
now,  I  give  him  the  benefit  of  that  denial.  But 
he  shall  also  have  the  benefit  of  the  positive  pi'oof 
produced  and  published  widely  in  the  ]iapers  of 
New  York  a  few  days  afterwards,  nailing  upon 
him  the  falsity  of  the  denial  which  he  presented 
to  this  House. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.    Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  am  not  to  be  interrupted 
by  that  member. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  The  gentleman 
states  what  is  false. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  have  met  rebels  before, 
when  they  had  something  more  than  tongues  with 
which  to  contend,  and  1  am  not  to  be  interrupted 
or  put  down  by  the  member  from  Ni'w  York.  As 
that  gentleman  has  entertained  the  House  by  the 
reading  of  scmie  precious  extracts,  I  propose  also 
to  send  something  to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  be  read. 
It  is  an  extract  ftom  a  paper  recently  published 
in  his  own  city. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"i\Ir.  f'ERNANDo  Wood  has  the  effrontory  to  deny,  In 
the  (louse,  that  while  mayor  of  New  Vork  he  .sent  a  dis- 
patch totJeorgiarpgretliiigiliatarms  iiiteiuli'd  for  that  Slate 
had  been  slopped  in  Now A'ork.  Me  averred  that  his  dis- 
patch related  tonifrchandiseonly.  Here  [ireihcdispalelies: 

Mli.l,i-:i)oi:vit,i,E,  JVoiiinri/ 24,  IWil. 
To  his  Honor  Mayor  Wood: 

M  it  Iriie  that  any  iirnis  intended  for  nnil  cuntii^ned  to 


the  Ptaie  ofOeorgia  have  been  seized  bv  pnldic  authorities 
in  New  Yorlc'  Youranswer  isimporluiil  to  usaud  toNew 
York.     Answer  at  once.  R.  TOOMRR. 

"  To  this  the  mayor  returned  the  following  an.swer: 
Hon.  ItoBERT  Too.iiBS,  Milledgeville,  Georgia: 

In  reply  to  your  dispatch  I  regret  to  say  that  arms  in- 
tended for  and  consigned  to  the  State  ot' Georgia  have  been 
seized  by  tlie  police  of  this  Slate,  but  tlial  ilie  city  of  New 
York  sliould  in  no  way  be  made  responsible  forlhc  outrage. 

As  mayor  1  have  no  authority  over  tlie  police.  If  I  liad 
tlie  power  I  should  summarily  punish  the  authors  of  this 
illegal  and  unjustifiable  seizure  of  iirivate  property. 

FERNANDO  VVOOD. 

'•  Now  what  excuse  will  Mr.  Wood  have  to  oiler  to  tlie 
House .'" 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  That  will  do.  I  will  ask 
the  question  myself;  ask  it,  too,  under  the  light 
of  the  further  fact  that  six  days  before  that  at- 
tempt to  give  comfort  to  rebels  in  arms,  Georgia 
had  solemnly  declared  her  secession  from  the 
Union,  and  set  herself  up  by  that  solemn  act  in 
open  rebellion.  It  was  an  "  outrage"  not  to  send 
arms,  and  he  is  no  war  Democrat!  Sir,  he  is  a 
war  Democrat,  but  what  kind  of  a  war  Democrat.' 
His"  war  Democracy  "consists  in  an  indorsement 
of  a  war  by  his  fellow-rioters,  led  forward  under 
the  influence  of  his  teachings  in  New  York,  who 
foully  and  cruelly  murdei-ed,  among  others,  even 
one  of  the  officers  of  your  noble  Army  while  wir- 
ing the  national  uniform! 

Oh,  no;  probably  he  slunk  away  in  the  midstof 
that  riot.  Probably  he  was  not  seen  in  the  street. 
Pi-obubly  he  held  no  weapon  in  his  hand  and  ap- 
plied no  torch  to  any  dwelling.  But  who  does 
not  knov/  that  it  was  the  unifoim  teachings  of  him 
and  his  school  that  roused  that  angry,  that  unre- 
flecting, that  ignorant  populace  into  deeds  of  vio- 
lence, of  ruin,  of  rapine,  of  murder,  in  -which  it 
indulged .' 

And  now  he  stands  here  talking  smoothly  about 
peace,  and  about  being  no  war  Democrat! 

But,  sir,  I  have  another  reminiscence  for  him. 
There  was  a  time  when  he  was  a  war  Democrat 
— ^ay,  and  a  war  Democrat  of  the  true  stripe,  too — 
not  a  waragainst  defenseless  women  and  children 
in  the  streets  of  New  York.  After  he  had  [iro- 
posed  the  secession  of  the  city  of  New  York,  after 
he  regretted  that  he  could  not  help  Georgia  with 
arms,  he  became,  about  the  17th  or  18tli  of  April, 
18G1,  alarmed  by  the  roused  indignation  and 
swelling  voices  of  a  then  whole,  united  loyal  peo- 
ple, and  met  and  addressed  that  peojile  at  their 
great  meeting  in  Union  square.  And  there  he 
pledged  himself  to  assembled  thousands  that  he 
was  for  the  war,  and  was  for  the  Union.  1  ap- 
prehend he  found  it  convenient  to  have  it  under- 
stood then  that  he  was  a  war  Democrat,  just  like 
those  whom  he  now  denounces  around  him. 

Perhaps  he  will  deny  this  too.  Let  hirn.  Hap- 
pening to  be  present  in  New  York,  and  invited, 
1  spoke  on  that  occasion — you  may  call  it  honor 
or  dishonor,  as  you  will — from  the  same  stand 
with  him  to  those  assembled  thousands.  I  had 
no  acquaintance  with  him,  but  1  stood  near  him 
while  he  was  thus  defivering  himself  and  making 
those  loyal  pledges  and  avowals-. 

I  say,  therefore,  that  1  do  not  know  what  kind 
of  a  war  Deinocrat  he  may  be  hereafter,  whether 
he  will  be  against  his  own  people  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  as  he  is  now,  or 
against  the  insurgents,  as  he  was  then.  His 
present  profession  is  to  bo  neither,  but  to  crawl 
along  on  the  border  between  the  two  and  try 
neutrality,  which  has  never  yet  been  attempteil 
by  any  State  or  peO|ile  that  it  has  not  proved  their 
curse  and  ruin.  But,  sir,  he  would  propose  terms 
of  |ieace,  and  that  peace  he  would  ofler  to  those 
who  scorn  him.  He  would  piopose  leiins  of 
peace  to  those  who  will  extend  to  him  no  hand 
of  welcome  at  his  coming.  But  still  he  will  press 
upon  his  southern  friends  his  good  offices,  reluctant 
as  they  inay  be. 

Sir,  he  sings  this  sii-en  song  of  peace  for  the  ef- 
fect he  hopes  it  may  have  at  home.  I  ask  him 
again,  what  mode  of  seeking  peace  is  that  except 
to  ci-awl  prostrate  to  the  feet  of  insurgents  in  arms 
and  say  to  them,  "  Do  with  us  as  you  will,  tear 
from  the  flag  of  our  glorious  Union  half  its  gleam- 
ing stripes,  blot  out  as  many  of  those  stars  as  you 
can  reach  and  extinguish,  only  join  nsagain  tliat 
you  may  help  us  to  save  the  Democratic  jiarty, 
so  that  we  may  hereafter,  as  heretol\)re,  enjoy 
|iowi-r  and  the  olHces  together.  For  these  we  will 
so  humble  ourselves  as  none  of  God '.h  creatures 
ever  humbled  themselves  before."     [Ltiughter.) 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  member  from  New  York  ha.s 
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been  oocupyiiij;  the  time  of  the  House  with  the 
leading  of  ;i  g-i"eat  numlierof  extracts  to  sliow  tlie 
posiiion  of  ceiiain  men  piior  lo  lliia  war,  or  about 
I  ho  time  of  its  coiiimeiiccMnent.  Some  of  tliesc  ex- 
tracts are  attributed  to  abolitionists,  some  to  men 
of  other  parties,  but  lie  strings  Ihetn  all  together, 
seeking  thereby,  if  he  can,  to  fill  his  magazine 
with  weapons  of  assault  against  the  Government 
and  against  this  side  of  tin;  Chamber. 

I  did  not  listen  to  much  that  was  read.  I  care 
little  for  it  for  the  purposes  of  this  argument. 
But  I  did  observe  in  the  course  of  that  reading 
that  when  it  happened  in  two  or  three  instances 
that  he  gave  what  purported  to  be  the  sentiments 
or  declarations  of  certain  member-s  of  this  body 
now  here  preseirt,  lliose  extracts  were  promptly 
denounced  as  forgeries,  indorsed  though  they 
were  by  tlie  reputable  member  from  New  York. 
It  is  not  unlikely  that  these  spurious  specimens 
indicate  the  character  of  tlie  whole  collection. 

But,  sir,  I  am  not  here  to  defend  any  man.  I 
am  not  here  to  inquire  whether  this  man  or  the 
other  was  an  abohlionist,  a  Democrat,  a  Whig, 
or  a  Republican,  or  what  may  have  been  their 
utterances,  prudent  or  imj)rudent,  wise  or  unwise, 
patriotic  or  unpatriotic,  on  any  other  or  former 
occasion;  whether  they  were  rightor  wrong  then; 
that  has  all  gone  by.  Men  might  very  widely 
difl'er  and  difl'erc;ntly  express  themselves  on  the 
eve  of  sucli  a  convulsion.  They  might  widely 
dilTer,  too,  as  to  what  course  was  most  expedient 
to  be  pursued  in  order  to  avert  the  great  calamity 
of  war  from  the  land. 

I'hree  years  have  now  gone  by.  We  are  in  the 
midst  of  that  war.  Armies  are  confronting  ar- 
mies; bayonets  are  crossed  with  bayonets.  The 
arguments  now  to  be  used  and  tlie  only  argu- 
lacnts  to  be  used  are  the  incisive,  cutting  reason- 
ings of  the  sword,  the  sharp-pointed  remark  of 
the  bayonet,  the  knock-down  conclusion  of  the 
bursting  bombsliell.  It  is  in  the  midst  of  such 
fierce  and  practical  debate  as  this  that  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  comes  forward  and  proposes 
to  yield  to  the  arrogant  and  insoleiit  demands  of 
parricide  rebels,  bearing  in  his  hands  as  prece- 
dents his  collection  of  extracts,  genuine  or  other- 
wise, culled  trom  what  may  have  been  written  in 
other  limes  and  under  other  circumstances.  If 
lie  made  those  quotations  for  any  purpose  at  all 
it  would  only  have  been  to  show  that  others  had 
stood  upon  his  ground.  But  the  difference  of 
occasion  is  as  wide  as  heaven  from  hell.  Admit 
thattiiose  men  were  wrong,  admit  that  they  were 
all  at  fault  in  |)roposing,  if  they  did  do  so,  any 
such  expedients.  It  only  follows  that  th.ey  did 
not  then  as  now  understand  the  true  character  of 
our  people,  or  the  (lower  of  self-preservation  which 
rests  in  our  Government.  What  parallel  is  there 
between  such  hesitation  then  and  the  concessions 
which  would  be  made  by  this  man  here  now  upon 
this  floor,  and  almost  in  the  very  presence  of  the 
public  enemy  ? 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  can  undci'stand  how,  in  the 
Revolution,  when  these  States,  then  colonics, 
broke  a  way  from  the  mother  country,  many  a  man 
wiio  was  attached  to  monarchical  institutions,  or 
fearful  of  rushing  upon  the  untried  experiments  of 
a  new  form  of  government  to  be  reached  tlirough 
the  horrois  of  war,  might  have  shrunk  back  and 
been  a  Tory  of  that  day. 

But  how,  after  the  belter  part  of  a  century  has 
gone  by,  and  this  gi'eaL  Government,  under  the 
Constilution  adopted  at  the  close  of  that  Revolu- 
tion, lias  goiHj  on  prospering  and  to  ))rosper,  when 
it  has  made  its  mark  iiigh  on  the  roll  of  nations, 
and  the  hopes  of  a  world  have  clustered  around 
it,  how  any  one  with  this  history  and  triumph  be- 
fore liini  can  to-day  doubt  or  distrust  or  bargain 
away  his  country's  nationality,  is  more  than  1  can 
comprehend.  1  declare,  sir,  that  in  my  opinion 
I  he  wor.st  Tory  of  liic  Revolution  was  a  patriot 
anil  a  gentleman  compared  with  a  copperhead  of 
18f)4.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Sjieaker,  wc  are,  as  I  have  staled,  in  tlie 
prisenceof  the  enemy.  Every  man  in  this  Union 
is  lo-day,  in  one  sense,  a  citizen  soldier.  Our 
people  are  either  in  (he. lines  of  ihe  Union  Army 
in  front  facing  and  fighting  the  foe,  or  they  are 
ill  the  rear  striving  by  every  means  possible  to 
.strengthen  and  advance  the  common  cause. 

I  rep(!al,  every  man  i.s  a  citizen  soldier;  and  we 
who  are  here  no  less  no  ihan  others.  Now,  wlien 
a  soldier  i.s  marcliiiig  with  the  Army  toward  the 


enemy,  or  holding  his  place  in  line  of  baltle  ready 
to  meet  the  onset  or  to  make  the  charge,  if  that 
soldier — and  I  beg  jiardon  of  our  honesl,  bravo 
fellows  in  the  fielil  for  even  making  such  a  su|)- 
position — if  that  soldier,  instead  of  attending  to 
iiis  stern  and  given  purpose,  to  the  consideration 
how  he  shall  best  accpiii  himself  in  the  deadly 
struggle  before  him,  and  to  the  duty  which  lies 
present  tliere  for  liim  to  do,  should  turn  to  his 
comrades  about  him,  saying  to  one,  "  We  can- 
not beat  the  enemy;"  to  another,  "  Wc  had  bet- 
ter lay  down  our  arms;"  to  another,  "Ourcause 
is  wrong;  we  never  can  conquer;"  and  to  an- 
other, "  Let  us  demand  of  our  commanding  offi- 
cer to  stop  shedding  blood,  and  have  a  truce  be- 
tween the  two  armies" — if  a  soldier  at  such  a 
time  should  talk  thus  in  the  ranks,  what  would 
you  do  with  him  ?     You  would  shoot  him ! 

And  is  a  citizen  soldier  who  undertakes  to  breed 
distraction  in  the  country,  who  claims  that  we 
cannot  put  down  the  rebellion,  who  insists  that 
the  rebellion,  in  his  view,  is  altogether  right  and 
justifiable,  who  would  compromise,  who  would 
temporize,  who  would  have  his  Government  de- 
based to  tlie  condition  of  begging  peace  from  in- 
sui'gents,  is  he  less  deserving  of  execration  and 
punishment.''  Though  we  may  not  execute  such 
a  man  on  the  appropriate  gallows  erected  for  crim- 
inals, yet,  thanif  God,  there  is  a  gibbet  of  public 
opinion  where  we  can  hang  him  liigh  as  Haman 
and  hold  him  tliere,  the  scorn  of  all  nations  and 
of  the  world.   [Applause.] 

A  few  words  now  more  directly  to  the  resolu- 
tion before  the  House.  I  wish  1  had  as  much 
strength — having  just  risen  from  a  sick-bed — as 
I  liave  desire  to  go  on  a  little  further  with  this  ex- 
amination. 

The  resolution  proposes  the  expulsion  of  a 
member  of  this  House.  It  proposes  expulsion 
for  the  use  of  language  in  debate  upon  this  floor. 

The  first  objection  taken  to  this  resolution  is 
that  its  passage  would  be  a  dangerous  interfer- 
ence with  the  liberty  of  speech.  You  must  not 
abridge  the  freedom  of  debate  in  these  Halls,  de- 
votfrtl  lo  the  discussion  of  great  interests  upon  the 
right  adjustment  of  which  the  future  prosperity 
of  our  country  depends. 

And,  sir,  there  is  sometliingjilausible  in  that 
objection.  Freedom  of  speech  in  a  free  Govern- 
ment is  indeed  important;  and  the  full  privilege  of 
fearjess  and  unrestrained  debate  is  nowhere  more 
important  tlian  in  these  Halls  of  legislation,  where 
we  are  meeting  and  settling  the  gravest  and  deep- 
est questions.  This  principle  was  not  overlooked, 
we  are  to  believe,  by  the  fathers  who  framed  our 
national  Constitution.  Yet  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mallory,]  who  quoted  the  Con- 
stitution yesterday  on  this  ))oint,  most  strangely 
omitted  a  material  and  significant  portion  of  the 
clause  which  he  cited.  He  rose  in  his  place  and 
called  solemnly  upon  the  country — called  upon 
you  and  called  upon  this  House — to  witness  that 
herewasan  attempt  to  muzzlea  Representative  of 
the  people,  and  that,  too,  in  violation  of  our  or- 
ganic'law,  which  in  very  terms  provides  that  "  no 
mc-mber  shall  be  questioned  for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  either  House."  Surprised  at  such  as- 
sertion, I  took  occasion  then  to  remind  him  that 
that  was  by  no  means  all  the  Constitution  says 
upon  that  subject.  In  treating  of  the  powers  of 
Congress,  it  provided,  among  other  things,  that 
Senators  and  Representatives 

"  SImll  in  nil  eases,  except  treason,  rdoiiy,  and  bicacli  of 
tlic  poaoo,  1)0  privilcgiKllVoni  ari-c.~t  dnrini;  theiraUeuilniieu 
at  tlie  session  of  llicir  respective  IIiuiscs,  ami  in  coiiiir  to 
and  returnni^'frcini  tlie  same;  and  for  any  speccli  or  de- 
bate ill  cillier  House,  they  shall  not  ho  queslionod  in  any 
other  placC'^' 

All,  sir,  "  in  any  olhcr  place."  While  the  fram- 
ers  of  tins  sacred  insirument  were  taking  care 
jealously  to  protect  and  hedge  around  this  freedom 
of  debate  so  that  the  Representatives  of  the  ])eo- 
ple  might  be  left  to  speaJc  fearlessly  and  without 
favor  here  on  all  subjects  and  free  from  any  lia- 
bility to  be  called  to  account  for  such  speech  else- 
where, they  with  equal  wisdom  look  care  to  [lut 
in  a  condition  that  eacli  House  was  expected  to 
see  to  and  preserve  its  own  purity  and  character. 
The  House  was  to  take  care  that  there  should  be 
nothing  said  or  done  here,  iii;re  above  all  other 
places,  which  should  be  ]irejiidicial  to  good  order 
or  inimical  lo  the  liberties  of  this  country;  noth- 
ing which  might  lend  to  give  up  or  abandon  or 
break  down  the  very  Governiirit'iU  itself.     1   do 


not  wonder  that  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  des- 
perate cause  of  defending  treasonable  utlcrancee 
on  this  floor  should  be  unwilling  to  quote  the 
whole  language  of  the  Conslilution,  but  should 
garble,  clip,  travesty  it, and  kec[)  out  of  view  that 
which  was  |)ut  there  by  wise  foresight  to  meet 
exactly  such  cases  as  this  in  band. 

But  gentlemen  make  anotlier  defense.  They  say 
the  words  of  my  colleague  were  not  treasonable 
utterances.  In  one  sense  they  are  right.  Treason 
is  defined  by  law  and  by  the  Constitution.  It 
consists  not  in  language,  but  in  certain  overt  acts, 
and  it  can  be  proved  only  by  certain  measure  and 
degrees  of  testimony.  But  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  when  you  are  arraigning  a  member 
for  language  improper  to  be  used,  oracts  improp- 
er to  be  done,  upon  this  floor,-you  must  try  him 
only  as  if  by  the  strict  forms  and  rules  of  law  in 
a  judicial  court.  I  can  conceive  many  instances 
in  which  offense  might  be  given  here,  requiring 
the  intervention  of  the  House  and  calling  for  its 
severest  punishment,  Where  there  lias  been  noth- 
ing even  savoring  of  treason.  A  member  might 
make  an  indecent  exposure  of  his  person;  he 
might  use  language  so  profane  and  obscene  and 
offensive  in  character  as  to  require  that  he  should 
be  instantly  expelled,  and  no  more  and  no  longei* 
be  permitted  to  remain  as  one  of  our  body,  and 
yet  not  be  guilty  of  treason  or  of  any  other  crime 
defined  by  the  statutes  of  the  country. 

1  am  not,  therefore,  in  su]iporling  this  resolu- 
tion, driven  to  the  necessity  of  taking  the  ground 
that  treason  has  been  committed.  And  when  I 
say  that  the  language  used  was  treasonable,  I 
mean  to  be  understooJ  in  this  qualified  sense,  that 
while  there  may  not  have  been  a  crime  commit- 
ted for  which  he  might  be  held  to  account  before 
the  other  tribunals  of  the  country,  yet  such  words 
being  uttered  here  and  at  this  particular  timo,^a- 
gran/e  6c//o,  with  the  rebel  force  atour  very  doors, 
they  become  in  their  tendency  and  effect  encour- 
agement to  the  rebellion  and  an  instigation  to  the 
enemies  of  the  nation  to  go  on  in  their  attempts 
to  overthrow  it. 

Now ,  sir,  I  was  not  present  when  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Long]  delivered  his  speech.  1  was  in  my 
room,  unable  by  reason  of  illness  lo  bo  in  my 
place.  But  1  have  a  full,  official,  and  authorized 
report  of  that  speech;  and  to  satisfy  me  that  he 
deserves  the  heavy  punishnient  proposed,  I  do 
not  need  to  look  any  further  llian  to  passages  in 
it  which  strike  my  eye  now  as  I  hold  it  here  in 
my  hand.     I  will  read: 

"  ivfr.  Chaiinian,!  have  deemed  it  proper  thus  to  advert  to 
llie  charges  of  oncourageinent  to  the  confederates  so  re- 
peatedly made  upon  this  floor,  and  I  again  recur  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Union.  (Jan  the  Union  bi;  restored  by 
war.'  I  answer  most  unh(.'sitatin!;ly  and  doliheiaicly,  No, 
never;  '  war  is  final,  eternal  separation.'  " 

Again,  in  speaking  of  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,]  and  in 
trying  to  ally  those  opinions  lo  his — wiih  what 
want  of  success  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  ' 
has  most  triumphantly  shown — he  says: 

"The  confederate  States  are  out  of  the  Union,  occupy- 
ing  the  position  of  an  independent  Poiier  de  Jacto,  have 
been  acknowledged  as  a  belljijcrent  both  by  foreign  nations 
and  our  own  Governmeni,  maintained  llu^ir  declaration  of 
independence  for  three  years  by  force  of  arms,  and  that 
the  war  has  cut  asunder  all  the  ligaments  and  abrosated  all 
the  obligations  that  bound  ihem  under  the  Constiintion." 

Here,  sir,  I  propose  to  make  one  single  remark 
in  reference  to  my  own  view  of  this  subject — of 
the  rights  of  these  seceding  Slates  and  of  the  peo- 
ple of  those  States.  I  belong  to  that  class  of  the- 
orists— for  we  all  have  theories  on  these  subjects 
— who  believe  that  the  rebels  by  their  insurrec- 
tion and  making  war  on  their  Government  have 
forfeited,  if  wo  choose  to  enforce  that  forfeiture, 
all  their  rights  as  citizens  of  this  country,  and  yel  ■ 
have  not  released  themselves  from  a  single  one  of 
their  obligations.  And  1  hold,  therefore,  that  we 
must  press  ihem  with  fire  and  sword  in  order  to 
bring  them  back  again  into  sulijeciion  to  the  law 
of  ilie  land,  and  to'lheir  places  as  good  and  law- 
abiding  citizens,  as  if  they  were  foreigners;  and  at 
the  same  lime  wcliavi^  the  light,  because  they  are 
not  foreigners  and  have  not  rid  themselves  of  the'r 
obligations  under  the  Constitution,  to  treat  them 
as  traitors  under  the  law.  In  other  words — to 
use  a  homely  figure — we  jiursue  them  with  a 
double-barreled  gun.  Wcmay  shoot  ihem  a.s  bel- 
ligerents, or  we  may  shoot  them  as  traitors.  Tliey 
are  subject.s,  on  the  one  hand,  for  the  sword,  be- 
cause they  have  theniselvea  taken  the  sword  and 
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brought  the  curse  thus  u|ion  themsolvos;  and  they 
are,  on  the  other  hand,  the  subjects  also  of  hemp, 
to  be  raised  to  the  elevation  whicli  only  properly 
belongs  to  such  traitors. 

But  my  colleague,  [iMr.  Long,]  in  these  re- 
markable utterances  ut"  his,  says  that  these  peo- 
ple arc  entirely  free,  and  that  the  war  has  cut 
asunder  all  tiie  ligaments  and  abrogated  all  the 
obligations  whicli  bound  ihcm  under  the  Consti- 
tution. Mark  that.  Lotus  pause  a  moment  more 
on  that.  They  have  cut  themselves  free  from  all 
ligaments,  and  all  obligations  are  abrogated!  Tlien 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  traitor  in  this  land. 
Then  Jeff.  Davis  is  an  honest  and  patriotic  citi- 
zen, entitled  to  ilie  right  hand  of  fellowship.  He 
has  freed  himself  from  every  obligation.  He 
owes  nO  duty  to  the  law.  He  owes  nothing  to 
the  Constitution.  There  is  no  possibility  of  pur- 
suing him  and  bringing  him  to  punishment  with- 
out doing  him  a  wrong.  And  this  is  the  doctrine 
preached  here  in  an  American  Congress  !  And  we 
are.  expected  not  to  say  that  the  man  who  thus 
talks  in  his  place  here  is  unfit  to  hold  a  seat  in 
this  House! 

A  colleague  of  mine,  [Mr.  Garfielu,]  replying 
to  that  other  colleague,  [Mr.  Long,]  spoke  of 
him  ns  a  brave,  bold  man.  I  agree  with  him. 
He  spoke  of  him,  also,  as  an  honest  man.  Well, 
he  may  be  honest.  That  is  between  himself  and 
his  God.  But  1  find  it  difficult  to  understand  how 
a  man,  intelligent  and  able  as  this  speech  proves 
its  author  to  be,  can  be  so  dangerously  wrong, 
and  yet  with  innocent  purpose.  This  speech 
was  made,  not  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  but 
after  long  weeks  of  careful  preparation,  of  prun- 
ing and  filing;  and  it  will  not  do  to  let  him  off  on 
the  supposition  that  it  is  a  mere  misapprehension 
or  mistake  on  his  part.  I  accept  the  issue  which  he 
presents.  Either  he  is  all  wrong  and  bad  on  this 
subject,  and  is  .siding  with  the  enemies  of  his  coun- 
try,or  weareall  wrong.  The  memberfromNew 
York  says  we  are  the  disunionists.  If  so,  sir,  we 
have  a  singular  way  of  showing  it.  We  the  dis- 
unionisis  on  this  side  of  the  House;  we,  who  up- 
hold the  Government;  we,  who  vote  men,  money, 
tneans,  all  the  men,  all  the  money,  all  the  means, 
all  the  appliances  for  carrying  on  the  war  to 
crush  this  unholy  rebellioti;  we  the  disunion- 
ists, and  he,  forsooth,  the  Simon  Pure  ))atriot  of 
the  land! 

Well,  there  is  a  class  of  people  in  this  country 
who  have  almost  persuaded  themselves,  by  fre- 
quent repetition,  that  they  are  in  favor  of  the 
Union,  while  at  the  satne  time  by  their  speeches, 
their  votes,  and  their  actions,  they  refuse  to  do 
anything  to  sustain  it;  men  who  even  proclaim 
that  they  are  in  fiivor  of  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war,  too,  and  yet  vole  against  every  prac- 
tical mi;asure  (or  sustaining  our  armies  in  the 
field.  And  then  these  men  turn  upon  us  and  say, 
"We  are  with  you;  we  arc  in  favor  of  putting 
•down  this  rebellion;  we  believe  that  it  can  only 
be  effectually  crushed  by  the  strong  arm  of  power; 
but  we  do  not  like  the  way  in  which  you  are  seek- 
ing to  accomplish  your  just  object.  You  sus- 
pend the  habeas  corpus,  you  indulge  in  arbitrary 
arrests,  you  suppress  freedom  of  speech.  When 
the  robber  is  in  your  house,  you  will  not  sit  down* 
with  u.s  and  count  the  cost,  to  see  how  much  it 
will  take  to  turn  him  out.  When  the  murderer  is 
in  your  home,  with  his  knifeat  the  throat  of  your 
wife  and  children,  you  do  not  ask  him  to  wait, 
as  you  should,  till  you  can  run  to  the  nearest 
Juslicu  of  the  peace,  make  an  affidavit,  and  have 
him  regularly  arrested  according  to  law,  and  there- 
fore we  cannot  go  with  you  in  your  measures." 

There  is  one  classical  precedent  for  them  in 
these  extraordinary  [)ositions  which  1  beg  to  com- 
mend to  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side,  and  I 
know  there  are  a  gciod  many  of  them  distin- 
guished for  their  knowledge  and  familiarity  with 
the  English  and  other  classics.  If  they  will  look 
into  Gulliver's  Travels,  that  admirable  and  popu- 
lar satire  of  Dean  Swift, and  see  whatjudgmont  was 
pa.ssed  upon  the  great  Man  Mountain  by  his  little 
Lilliputian  friends  upon  the  occasion  of  liis  ex- 
tinguishing the  /lames  which  were  destroying  the 
<|ueen'«i  palace,  they  will  comprehend  the  rea- 
sonableness of  their  objections.  It  was  a  good 
thing  lo  stop  the  conflagration,  but  very  bad"  to 
uppiv  tho  wrong  means  for  doing  it,  [Great 
laughter.)  "  ■■ 

H'ti  J  have  been  drawn  away  from  asking  your 


attention  to  further  most  objectionable  portions 
of  the  speech  on  which  my  colleague  is  arraigned. 
I  read  again: 

"As  will  be  jiidgiid,  perhaps,  by  the  tenor  of  these  remarks, 
I  am  reluctantly  and  despoadiiigly  Ibiceil  lo  tlie  conclusion 
that  tlic  Union  is  lost  never  to  be  restored." 

Again  he  says: 

"  What  has  been  predicted  by  our  wisest  and  most  emi- 
nent statesmen  has  come  to  pass  :  in  grasplngat  tiie  shadow 
we  have  lost  the  substance;  in  striving  to  retain  the  casket  of 
liberty  in  which  our  jewels  were  enntined  we  have  lost  those 
precious  muniments  of  freedom.  Our  Government,  as  all 
knovv,is  not  any  thing  reseiiibliiia  what  it  was  three  years  !igo; 
there  Is  not  ope  single  vestige  of  the  Constitution  remain- 
ing; every  clause  and  every  letter  of  it  has  been  violated, 
anil  I  have  no  idea  myself  that  it  will  ever  again  be  re- 
spected." 

And  again: 

"Mr.  Chairman,  1  take  little  or  no  Interest  In  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  which  many  of  my  political  friends 
would  make  an  issue,  as  to  how  this  war  shall  be  prose- 
cuted, its  manner  and  object.  1  regard  that  as  worse  than 
trifling  with  the  great  question.  I  do  not  believe  there  can 
bo  any  prosecution  of  the  waragninst  a  sovereign  State  un- 
der the  Constitution,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  a  war  so 
carried  on  can  be  prosecuted  so  as  to  render  it  proper,  jus- 
tifiable, or  e.xpedient." 

Then,  according  to  this,  we  are  engaged  m  a 
war  which  is  improper,  unjustifiable,  inexpedient, 
and  which  cannot  be  prosecuted  without  result- 
ing in  its  consequences  in  the  destruction  of  our 
Constitution  and  the  overthrow  of  all  free  gov- 
ernment in  the  land.  Must  these  and  other  like 
expressions  pervading  the  whole  of  this  elaborate 
argument  in  favor  of  secession  and  against  pre- 
serving the  integrity  of  our  nation  go  unheeded.' 
1  trust  not;  and  I  shall  greatly  have  mistaken  the 
patriotism  and  dignity  and  sense  of  justice  of  this 
House  if  they  do. 

Sir,  I  desire  to  say  in  conclusion,  in  relation  to 
this  whole  matter  of  the  war  and  our  country's 
trials, that  believingstroiig remedies  fordesperate 
diseases  may  be  properly  resorted  to,  considering 
that  constitutional  power  may  soinetimes  have 
been  strained,  but  that  it  has  not  been  exceeded, 
when  gentlemen  speak  with  such  holy  horrorof  the 
possibility  of"overleat)ing  the  Constitution  in  or- 
der to  save  the  country,"!  confess  that  1  do  not  see 
anything  so  terrible  in  that  figure.  What  is  the 
Constitution.'  The  form  and  framework  of  our 
system  under  and  through  which  the  people  may 
carry  on  their  Government.  It  is,  after  all,  the 
form  only,  and  not  the  life  itself.  Mark  this  dif- 
ference. The  builders  of  this  our  framework 
have  provided  in  itself  the  mode  of  its  own  atnend- 
ment  and  renovation;  but  no  such  change  was 
ever  contemplated  for  the  nation.  The  Constitu- 
tion may  undergo  alteration,  but  the  nationality 
for  which  it  was  made  must  be  one  and  eternal. 
To  those,  then,  who  talk  idly  of  permitting  this 
nation  to  be  destroyed  rather  than  see  any  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  in  the  least  exceeded, 
I  say  that  under  the  pretense  of  saving  the  Con- 
stitution they  are  making  war,  or  encouraging 
those  who  do  make  war,  upon  the  very  existence 
of  the  nation;  while  we  who  stand  by  the  Gov- 
ernment would  try  all  the  powers  of  that  Consti- 
tution to  the  utmost  that  the  nation  itself  may  live. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  health  is 
not  such  as  to  permit  any  extensive  participation 
in  this  debate,  i  do  not,  however,  feel  at  liberty 
to  allow  so  important  a  chapter  in  the  history  of 
the  country  to  be  written  without  recording  my 
earnest  convictions  upon  the  greatquestion  which 
is  under  discussion.  During  the  brief  space  of 
time  I  shall  occupy  the  floor  I  shall  notallow  my- 
self to  be  drawn  to  any  great  ex  tent,  at  least,  away 
from  the  principle  which  is  involved  in  the  motion 
to  expel  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I  had  notthe 
pleasure  of  hearing  the  gentleman  ffom  Ohio,  nor 
have  I  yet  road  his  speech.  The-position,  there- 
fore, which  I  assume  to-day  has  no  reference  to 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  his  sentiments.  1  stand 
upon  the  naked  right  of  an  American  Ilepresent- 
ative  in  Congress  to  utter  his  own  views.  He  is 
not  here  to  utter  my  views.  Ho  is  not  here  to 
utter  your  views.  He  is  here  to  utter  his  own, 
responsible  in  a  political  sense  alone  to  the  peo- 
ple who  sent  him  here,  and  in  a  moral  sense  to 
the  God  before  whom  we  all  hasten.  And  when 
1  find  a  man  seeking  to  become  the  judge  of  his 
brother  in  a  matlijr  of  private  conscience,  I  find 
one  who  would  have  burned  John  Rogers  at  the 
slakeand  have  t)ilcd  the  fagots  around  the  shriek- 
ing victims  at  Smithfield.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  ^ohknck,]  who  has  just  taken  his 


seat,  would  have  led  the  mob  that  pelted  the  Sa- 
viour for  the  freedom  of  his  opinion.  He  would 
have  stood  among  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  before 
the  tribunal  of  Pilate,  shouting,  "  Release  Barab- 
bas,"  but  as  to  the  Nazarene,  "Crucify  him! 
Crucify  him!"  Free  speech  was  as  odious  at 
that  time  on  the  hills  of  Judea  as  it  is  now  in  these 
Halls,  and  had  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Schenck]  lived  then  he  would  have  been  its 
enemy  as  he  is  to-day. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  an  old  question.  There 
is  nothing  new  about  it.  The  whole  history  of 
the  world  is  written  over  in  letters  of  blazing  light 
with  the  cherished  deeds  of  the  champions  of  free 
speech.  The  same  great  record  contains  the  eter- 
nal, withering,  blasting  infamy  which  forever 
clings  to  those  who,  as  the  champions  of  des- 
potism, are  to-day  seeking  to  strike  it  down.  I 
stop  not  to  determine  whether  I  indorse  a  man's 
opinions.  I  indorse  his  right  to  utter  them  here 
and  everywhere.  The  man  who  will  not  do  it  is 
himself  a  coward,  and  deserves  to  be  a  slave.  Sir, 
such  men  are  jit  instruments  to  crush  out  liberty, 
and  in  the  hands  of  a  tyrant  to  make  slaves  of  the 
people. 

Let  me  read  from  an  authority  before  which 
the  puny  light  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Schenck]  pales  like  that  of  a  rush  candle  held  up 
to  the  sun  at  its  fierce  meridian.  I  read  from 
Daniel  Webster,  whose  great  intellect  is  almost 
a  full  atonement  to  the  country  forall  the  faults  of 
New  England: 

''  When  this  and  the  other  House  shall  lose  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  debate;  when  they  shall  surrender  the  right 
of  publicly  and  freely  canvassing  all  important  measures  of 
the  E,xecutive;  when  they  shall  not  be  allowed  to  main- 
tain their  own  authority  and  their  own  privileges  by  vote, 
declaration,  or  resolution,  they  will  then  be  no  longer  free 
representatives  of  a  free  people,  but  slaves  themselves,  aud 
fit  instruments  to  make  slaves  of  others." 

Sir,  I  take  my  stand  on  this  doctrine.  I  will 
defend  it  in  behalf  not  only  of  any  man  upon  this 
side  of  the  House,  but  just  as  readily  in  behalf  of 
a  political  opponent.  In  my.opinion  I  have  heard 
from  the  opposite  side  of  this  Chamber  during 
my  service  in  Congress  much  of  treason.  No, 
not  treason,!  withdraw  the  word;  treason  con- 
sists not  in  language,  but  in  acts;  but  I  have  heard  . 
much  that  was  calculated  to  destroy  and  disrupt 
the  Government;  much  that  was  calculated  to 
weaken  the  ties  that  bind  us  together  as  one  peo- 
ple; much  that  tended  to  the  extinction  of  liberty 
and  the  oppression  of  the  citizen;  much  that  I 
firmly  believe  is  aimed  at  the  destruction  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  erection  of  an  absolute  des- 
potism. I  do  not,  however,  propose  to  expel  mem- 
bers for  uttering  those  outrageous  sentiments. 
They  exercise  an  unquestionable  right  in  giving 
them  expression.  And  on  the  other  hand  I  will 
allow  no  man  to  call  in  question  my  exercise  of 
a  similar  right.  I  am  alone  responsible  to  my  con- 
stituents. Who  is  to  be  my  judge,  who  is  to  be 
the  at  biter  here.''  Who  is  to  say  when  I  shall 
speak,  and  when  I  shall  be  silent;  what  I  shall 
say,  and  what  1  shall  not  say.' 

The  gentleman  froin  Ohio,  [Mr..  Schenck,] 
when  I,  supposing  he  had  concluded  his  remarks, 
rose  to  address  the  House  a  few  moments  ago, 
shouted  back,  "Be  silent!"  Be  silent!  Sir,  he 
little  dreams  of  the  consequences  if  lie  expects  to 
crack  his  whip  as  the  satrap  of  this  House,  here 
or  elsewhere.  There  are  a  million  and  a  half  of 
Democratic  voters  in  this  land  who  will  be  con- 
vulsed with  an  agony  of  irrepressible  rage  when 
it  is  proposed  that  their  Representatives  shall  be 
silent  at  the  bidding  of  an  insolent  party,  bloated 
with  unlawful  power  and  steeped  in  the  blood 
and  tears  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  I  again  ask  who  is  to  judge  the  principles 
held  by  a  Representative.'  Who  is  to  be  the  ar- 
bitcrupon  thisgreat  question .'  Therecan  be  but 
one — his  constituents.  He  stands  upon  the  Con- 
stitution. By  it  his  freedom  of  opinion  and  of 
speech  is  made  secure.  It  cannot  be  abridged  or 
disturbed.  He  can  defy  the  world, as  we  here  defy 
you  to  lay  the  weight  of  your  finger  on  this  in- 
herent and  immortal  privilege.  We  yield  to  you' 
your  rights,  and  you  shall  yield  to  us  ours,  or  it 
at  once  becomes  a  question  of  physical  conflict. 
I  tell  you  not  for  a  moment  to  suppose  that  a  gag 
can  be  yilaced  upon  the  mouths  of  the  free  Ameri- 
can people  without  blood  rutming,from  thehillsof 
New  England  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia- — 
all  over  the  northern  land.   It  is  the  last  bulwark 
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of  liberty;  it  is  the  hope  of  freedom.  Give  us 
free  speech;  give  us  a  free  press;  give  us  fi  free 
ballot-box,  and  we  will  stand  all  jclse  and  respond 
to  every  call  made  upon  us.  Seek  to  strike  these 
down,  and  the  last  hope  of  the  country  will  go 
down  in  blood  and  darkness. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  New  York.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman  

Mr.  VOORHEES.     No,  sir.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  New  York.  I  only  wish  to 
say  that  the  gentleman  misunderstood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Oliio,  [Mr.  Schenck.] 

Mr.  VOORHEES.     I  decline  to  yield. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
did  not  say  "  Be  silent." 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  This  may  be  as  good  a 
time  as  any  to  attempt  to  silence  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.     Mycolleague  never  said  it. 

Mr.  VOORHEES\  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
is  not  in  command  of  this  department,  [laughter.] 
Sir,  1  desire  and  intend  to  discuss  this  great  ques- 
tion in  a  proper  temper.  I  have  laid  down  the 
reasons  why  1  do  not  feel  myself  called  upon  to 
vote  to  expel  any  man  from  tliis  House  for  the  dec- 
orous expression  of  a  political  opinion.  Neither 
will  1  vote  to  censure  him  for  such  an  act.  Let 
me  state  this  issue  clearly  and  properly.  I  hold 
that  the  rules  of  the  House  protectits  decorum,  its 
personal  relations,  and,  whether  men  are  gentle- 
men or  not,  enforce  a  strict  regard  for  gentlemen 
in  whose  presence  they  are  and  with  whom  they 
associate.  1  hold  that  a  man  observing  those  rules 
has  a  right  under  the  Constitution  to  express  his 
political  sentiments  with  the  utmost  freedom. 

This  i^  all  I  understand  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  has  done.  You  ask  me  to  expel  him.  Is 
he  my  Representative.'  Am  1  responsible  for 
him?  Are  you.'  Another  people  sent  him  here. 
With  that  people  I  leave  him.  He  is  their  mouth- 
piece. What  is  this  Government.'  A  represent- 
ative Government  means  the  voice  of  the  people 
speaking  here  by  every  member  upon  this  floor. 
The  voice  of  your  people  of  New  York  speaks 
through  you,  [to  Mr.  Fernando  Wood;]  and  the 
voice-of  the  constituents  of  my  friend  from  Cin- 
cinnati speaks  through  him.  The  people  are  here 
in  their  majesty,  speaking  through  their  Repre- 
sentatives. Ask  your  people  to  make  war  upon 
the  people  of  my  district,  and  we  will  meet  you 
at  the  threshold.  Let  any  Representatives  seek 
to  silcnc(;  the  Representative  whom  my  constit- 
uents send  here,  and  it  is  their  insult  as  well  as 
mine.  The  principle  of  representation  is  imme- 
diately destroyed  by  such  a  course.  A  large  por- 
tion of  the  American  people,  perhaps  a  majority, 
are  at  once  disfranchised.  Their  voice  is  hushed 
in  the  halls  of  legislation,  and  they  are  simply 
allowed  the  poor  privilege  of  paying  taxes  and 
fighting  at  the  bidding  of  a  master. 

Sir,  1  do  not  expect  to  agree  with  every  man's 
sentiments,  but  is  that  a  cause  for  me  to  seek  to 
purge  this  House  of  all  contrary  opinion.'  Is  that 
a  cause  for  me  to  arraign  men  for  the  political 
'scaffold?  Is  that  a  cause  for  me  to  follow  in  the 
wake  of  a  modern  Robespierre  on  a  small  scale  in 
intellect  and  on  a  large  scale  in  venom — the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck] — who  says 
men  should  be  shot  on  account  of  their  opin- 
ions? I  know  nothing  in  the  character,  nothing 
in  the  civil  or  military  career,  including  his 
movement  on  Vienna,  which  gives  him  the  right 
to  assume  superiority  over  the  merhbers  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  1  listened  to  his  low  talk 
aboutcopperheads  creeping  out  of  their  holes.  It 
was  not  language  becoming  the  place  where  he 
stands;  it  was  becoming  the  precincts  rather  of 
a  bar-room  political  gathering.  Indeed,  to  judge 
from  his  allusions  to  Gulliver's  travels,  he  would 
be  more  at  home  there  than  he  is  in  the  society 
of  gentlemen.  Sir,  he  volunteers  this  assault  on 
this  side  of  the  House.  We  have  not  sought  it. 
Every  man  who  has  served  with  me  in  Congress 
knows  that  I  dislike  and  avoid  personal  contro- 
versy with  my  peers  on  this  floor.  But  the  tenor 
and  tone  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  seem  to  invite,  to  challenge,  to  provoke  un- 
pleasant controversy.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned 
and  those  who  sit  around  me,  we  respond  with 
dcfinnce. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  general  principles  which  I 
have  thrown  out  on  the  subject  of  freedom  of  de- 
bate apply  to  every  person.  1  am  discussing  now 
not  merely  the  right  of  a  Democrat  on  this  floor; 


I  am  discussing  the  right  of  every  Re|Hiblican  on 
this  floor.  I  go  further.  I  am  discussing  the 
right  of  the  humblest  citizen  of  America,  the  right 
to  escape  the  galling  yoke  of  tyranny  and  op- 
presaion;  the  last  right,  what  Mr.  Webster  prop- 
erly called  a  home-bred  right,  a  fireside  privilege, 
on  the  extreme  boundary  of  which  he  declared 
he  stood,  and  which  should  not  be  called  in  ques- 
tion anywhere.  We  are  asked  to  strike  that 
down.  Run  your  mind 's  eye  back  over  the  his- 
tory of  the  world.  The  dark  spirit  of  bigotry  and 
intolerance  once  chained  down  Galileo  for  saying 
that  the  world  moved,  laid  him  on  ^he  damp  floor 
of  a  dungeon,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Schenck]  would  do  with  his  political  opponents. 
Opinion  was  divided.  Some  said  that  Galileo  was 
right;  some  said  he  was  wrong.  So  it  will  be  as 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long.]  But 
while  he  lay  in  his  festering  irons  on  the  floor  of 
the  dungeon,  he  exclaimed  to  himself,  "The 
world  still  moves. "  Chaining  his  person  did  not 
chain  his  thought,  could  not  control  his  opinion, 
nor  contradict  the  fact  which  he  had  discovered. 
Thought  is  boundless,  eternal,  and  cannot  be 
chained  nor  controlled.  You  are  making  a  vain 
attempt.  You  are  committing  a  sacrilege  against 
the  divinity  of  human  nature.  You  invade  the 
very  holy  of  holies  with  unclean  feet,  the  in- 
most recesses  of  man's  nobility,  the  right  to  think 
for  himself.  You  are  actuated  by  the  same  fell 
spirit  which  a  few  years  ago  struck  down  men 
because  they  worshiped  God  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  own  consciences,  because  they  wor- 
shiped Him  with  a  crucifix  of  their  Saviour  in 
their  hands.  It  is  the  same  murderous  and  pro- 
scriptive  spirit  which  in  Puritan  Ne-w  England 
whipped,  scourged,  branded,  and  seared  men  and 
women  of  the  Q,uaker  persuasion.  Ills  the  same 
infamous  and  damnable  spirit  which  has  stamped 
undying,  condign,  loathing,  and  abhorrence  for 
all  succeeding  ages,  on  all  the  names  that  were 
ever  connected  with  an  attempt  to  crush  the  free- 
dom of  thought  and  the  freedom  of  speech.     . 

But,  sir,  let  me  go  a  little  further  in  this  con- 
nection. 1  have  a  kind  regard  for  the  Speaker  of 
this  House,  [Mr.  Colfax.]  Nothing  but  per- 
sonal kindness  and  acts  of  personal  courtesy  have 
ever  passed  between' him  and  me.  I  regret  ex- 
ceedingly, however,  that  he  has  placed  himself  in 
the  attitude  of  public  accuser  on  this  occasion.  1 
think  on  a  short  review  of  the  antecedents  of  his 
own  political  history  he  will  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  I  did  when  I  heard  he  had  fathered  this 
prosecution, thisaccusation — I  thought thata  little 
charity  would  well  become  him,  a  little  of  the 
kindliness  of  his  natural  nature,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  use  a  tautological  expression.  I  remem- 
ber that  at  a  time  when  this  country  was  all  at 
peace,  when  it  was  moving  on  a  happy,  almost 
unruffled  sea,  a  piratical  craft  was  suddenly 
launched  on  the  jiolitical  waters  by  one  Hinton 
Rowan  Helper,  who,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  now 
holds  office  as  consul  to-Buenos  Ayres  under  the 
Administration  you  so  much  love.  His  book  of 
infamous  notoriety,  recommended  assassination, 
recommended  cowardly  murder,  recommended 
that  slaveholders  be  killed  by  stryclmine  admin- 
istered by  their  slaves,  recommended  the  torch  to 
the  roof  and  the  knife  to  the  throat  of  men,  women, 
and  children,  declared  total  exterminatmg  war 
against  slaveholders  in  express  terms.  If  any- 
body disputes  this  I  have  the  book  here  to  convince 
them.  I  lamented,  I  bowed  my  head  with  grief, 
when  that  incendiary  book  appeared  with  some 
sixty-eight  names  of  the  Republican  members  of 
this  House  appended, and  the  name  of  the  present 
distinguished  Speaker  at  the  head  of  the  entire 
list.  It  was  recommended  by  these  signers  as  a 
work  of  very  great  public  merit,  and  approved  for 
general  circulation.  But  I  would  not  expel  him 
for  that.  No,  I  would  not  even  censure  him  for 
that,  except  to  differ  with  him  as  one  member  may 
differ  from  another.  I  would  argue  the  question 
with  him.  I  would  tell  him  that  he  gave  his  name 
in  a  time  of  profound  peace  for  war;  that  when 
the  smoke  and  carnage  of  battle  were  not  ascend- 
ing, when  the  sky  was  clear  and  the  sun  was 
shining,  he  gave  his  voice  for  strife  and  desolation 
— for  the  war  of  John  Brown — of  servile  insurrec- 
tion; not  an  honorable  war,  not  a  civilized  war, 
but  a  warof  murder,  of  barbarism,  of  the  slaughter 
of  women  and  children  in  their  beds.  Such  wae 
the  voice  of  the  present  Speaker  of  the  House  at 
that  time. 


The  same  gentleman  now  cannot  tolerate  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio;  no,  he  cannot  tolerate  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio.  Flis  virtuous,  pure,  un- 
stained patriotism  is  shocked;  and  he  rushes  from 
his  Speaker's  chair,  springs  to  the  floor,  before 
anybody  else  can  get  in  a  resolution,  wil4i  the  ap- 
pearance of  saying,  "I  cannot  beheld  any  lon- 
ger; this  thing  will  not  do."  And  yet  this  is  the 
gentleman  whose  voice  was  for  dishonorable  war 
when  the  country  was  in  acondition  of  profound 
peace!  The  gentleman,!  am  sure,  will  notcom- 
plain  at  this  little  episode  in  his  political  history. 
Those  who  are  swift  to  accuse  should  not  com- 
plain if  their  own  deeds  make  retort  upon  them. 
I  would  be  the  last  man  to  throw  my  colleague's 
record  in  his  face  but  for  the  spirit  he  has  shown 
here. 

Sir,  let  him  compare  faith  and  works  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Union,  upon  the  subject  of  peace, 
upon  the  sul)ject  of  fraternity,  upon  the  subject 
of  the  preservation  of  our  Government,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,]  and  he  will 
have  no  ground  to  hurl  the  first  stone.  The  ad- 
monition of  the  Saviour  comes  with  peculiar  force 
to  an  indorser  of  the  Helper  book,  to  an  inciter 
of  riot,  blood,  war,  and  disunion.  Let  him  that 
is  without  sin  cast  the  first  stone  at  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  for  daring  to  express  his  sentiments 
upon  this  floor.  If  that  injunction  had  been 
obeyed,  my  colleague  would  have  stayed  his 
hand,  and  remained  in  the  Speaker's  chair. 

But  let  me  inquire  a  little  further  in  regard  to 
the  right  of  my  colleague  to  deal  harshly  with  the 
political  frailties  of  his  fellow-members.  This  Hall 
was  a  few  evenings  ago  given  up  to  the  great  Eng- 
lish abolitionist  and  disunionist,  George  Thomp- 
son. I  do  not  know  whether  the  Speaker  pre- 
sided on  that  occasion,  as  he  did  upon  a  former 
occasion  of  a  somewhat  similar  character,  but  I 
have  no  doubt  he  gave  the  light  of  his  handsome, 
his  amiable,  and  most  beneficent  countenance. 
Still  he  cannot  endure  that  the  gentlemen  from 
Ohio  and  Maryland  should  have  their  utterances 
upon  this  floor  from  their  own  seats,  whatever 
they  may  be.  My  distinguished  colleague,  the 
Speaker,  says  they  were  for  disunion.  For  the 
sake  of  the  argument,  suppose  they  were.  Let  us 
see  what  kind  of  company  the  gentleman  himself 
keeps;  let  us  see  who  it  was  to  whom  he  gave  aid 
and  encouragement  in  his  work  of  destruction 
and  career  of  infamy.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the 
resolutionsof  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society, 
passed  some  time  about  the  yea!r  1850,  and  two  of 
them  read  as  follow.s: 

"Resolved,  That  while  we  would  express  our  deep  grat- 
itude to  all  those  earnest  men  and' women  who  find  time 
and  strength  amid  their  labors  in  behalf  of  British  reform 
to  study,  undoisland,  and  protest  against  American  sla- 
very, to  give  us  their  sympathy  and  aid  by  munificent  con- 
tributions, AND  BY  HOLDING  OUR  UnION  UP  TO  THE  CON- 
TEMPT OF  Europe,  we  feel  it  would  not  be  invidious  to 
mention  William  and  Mary  Howitt,  Henry  Vincent,  and 
Geoiige  Thompson,  as  those  to  whose  untiring  advocacy 
our  cause  is  especially  indebted  in  this  country,  as  well  as 
for  the  hold  it  has  gained  on  the  hearts  of  the  British  people. 

"Resolved,  That  the  discriminating  sense  of  justice,  the 
steadfast  d(!votedncss,  the  generous  munificence,  the  un- 
tiringzeul,  the  industry,skill,  taste, and  genius  with  which 
British  abolitionists  have  coiiperated  with  us  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  slavery,  command  our  gratitude.  From  llie 
aboliiionists  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  we  have 
received  renewed  and  increasing  assurances  and  proofs  of 
their  constant  and  enlightened  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  Amer- 
ican slave.  Liberal  gitts  from  all  of  these  countries,  fall- 
ing behind  none  of  tlie  most  bounteous  of  former  years, 
helped  to  fill  the  scanty  treasury  of  tlic  slave." 

Cluster  round  him  you  men  of  the  latter  day. 
Your  love  of  the  Union  is  a  modern  invention. 
It  comes  to  you  late  in  life.  Itisathingintended 
to  deceive.  You  may  as  well  stand  by  your  old 
disunion  colors.  Rally,  I  say,  round  this  Eng- 
lish standard-bearer  of  the  American  abolitionists 
of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  who  holds 
up  our  Union  to  the  contempt  and  derision  of 
Europe,  and  receives  public  thanks  for  it. 

Oh!  how  would  the  authority  and  powerwhich 
these  men  now  invoke  roll  back  upon  them  if  it 
were  proposed  to  punish  them  for  their  disunion 
principles!  But  I  would  not  punish  them  for 
even  that  expression  of  their  setitiments.  Not  at 
all.  If  you  want  a  monarchy,  you  have  the  right 
to  say  so.  If  you  want  disunion,  say  so,  and 
discuss  it  like  men.  Truth  is  never  afraid  when 
left  free.  Error  is  never  a  dangerous  element 
when  truth  is  left  free  to  combat  it.  So  I  say  to 
you  here,  what  you  have  to  say,  say  it;  but  do 
not  enjoy  your  right  thus  to  speak  your  sentiments 
and  then  meanly  deny  to  others  the  same  right. 
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Tlio  Spunkcr,  however,  is  iloulitlcss  snlisfieil 
witli  lliii  political  company  he  Icreps,  and  1  have 
no  light  to  complain.  If  George  Thompson,  of 
England,  and  Wendell  Phillips,  of  Amenca,  suit 
liis  tastes,  lie  is  only  accountable  for  that  sort  of 
patriotism  to  those  who  sent  him  here.  If  he 
wishes  to  htig  to  his  bosom  these  two  unrighteous 
monsters  of  disunion  and  civil  war  it  is  no  con- 
cern of  mine.  And,  indeed,  it  may  meet  with 
warm  approval  in  northern  Indiana,  it  may  be 
that  he  is  coriectly  reju-esenliiig  his  constituents. 
I  differ  from  liim  widely,  and  in  doing  so  i  am 
perfectly  sure  that  I  properly  represent  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  district  in  which  I  live.  According 
to  the  views  of  the  Speaker,  however,  the  people 
who  sent  me  hero  are  somewhat  old-fashioned  in 
their  ideas.  They  live  in  a  beautiful  and  fruitful 
country.  They  are  settled  in  one  of  the  oldest 
and  ricliest  portions  of  our  great  State.  The  old 
men  were  familiar  with  Harrison  and  Taylor, 
who  both  fought  Indians  on  the  fertile  banks  of 
the  Wabash  and  both  died  in  the  mansion  of 
Presidents.  They  have  seen  the  country  prosper 
and  become  great  under  the  old  Constitution  and 
principles  of  the  fathers.  Tliey  do  not  think  that 
you  can  improve  tlie  work  of  1789.  They  do  not 
think  that  Abraham  Lincoln  can  make  a  better 
Government  than  the  (jne  which  suited  George 
Washington.  They  are  content  with  what  they 
have.  You  think  you  can  do  better  than  Jefl'er- 
son,  Hancock,  Madison,  and  Adams.  The  people 
I  represent  do  not  think  you  can.  If  they  are  to 
choose  between  forms  of  government  they  would 
take  that  of  Washington  instead  of  that  of  Lin- 
coln. 

Sir,  I  too  hold,  and  shall  to.  the  last,  to  the 
Constitution  of  my  fathers.  Its  great  principles 
sustain  me  while  standing  here  in  the  face  of  a 
tyrannical,  insolent  majority,  clinging,  like  a  mar- 
iner at  sea  with  hope  almost  Hed,  at  times  in  despair 
for  my  country,  distracted  with  the  darkness 
overhead  and  the  storm  around,  still  clinging  to 
and  willing  to  perish  on  that  Constitution,  un- 
changed in  letter  and  spirit,  believing  that  it  will 
better  restore  this  Union,  if  duly  administered, 
than  any  other  instrunienl  which  the  wisdom  of 
man  can  give  this  downtrodden  people. 

You  cannot  come  to  me  with  your  charges 
about  the  war.  I  have  done  my  duty.  No  dol- 
lar of  money  has  been  paid  out  to  feed  and  clothe 
the  soldiers  for  which  1  have  not  voted,  unless 
detaini-'d  by  sickness  from  my  seat.  I  did  not 
want  this  war,  it  is  true.  I  thought  it  might  have 
been  and  ought  to  have  be  en  avoided.  I  think 
to-day  that  peaceful  remedies  will  better  restore 
the  Union  than  the. prosecution  of  war  under  our 
present  Administration.  But  while  weare  in  war 
1  stand  by  the  soldier  in  the  field.  The  tloini- 
neering  gentleman  from  the  third  district  of  Ohio 
[Mr.  Schenck]  cannot  say  as  much.  _  1  will  now 
attend  to  him  fen'  a  few  moments! 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  send  to  the  Chnk's  desk 
to  bo  read  a  curious  paper  which  shows  how  the 
gentleman  from  ihe  Uayton  district  gave  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemy  in  time  of  war  at  a  former 
period  of  our  history.  How  violent  was  that 
gentleman  a  while  ago!  How  unsparing  his  de- 
nunciations! How  fiercely  he  glared  upon  this 
aide  of  the  House  !  If  he  liad  the  ()ower  to  wreak 
the  wishes  that  were  inflaming  his  soul  he  would 
have  waged  a  more  dangerous  war  upon  us  here 
than  he  has  ever  been  able  to  wage  upon  the 
enemy  in  the  field.  How  savagely  he  menaced 
this  side  of  the  House!  Aid  ami  comfort  to  I  he 
enemy  !  I  will  prove  the  gentleman  himself  guilty 
of  that  crime  l>y  his  own  statements. 

You  say  that  s|)eaking  against  war  gives  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy.  You  say  that  voting 
against  .supplies  gives  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
enemy.  I  will  sencl  to  the  (;ierk'«  desk  a  serie.')  of 
resolutions  olfered  by  the  giMitlcman  from  Ohio  in 
1847,  one  month  before  the  glorious  bailie  of  Buena 
Vista  was  fought,  one  month,  sir,  [to  Mr.  Cra- 
vens] before  you  and  o  thin- gallant  gen  lie  me  11  upon 
thiw  floor  chnrg(;d  the  enemy  through  a  hail  of 
death  on  that  field, abattle-field  whichgaveaPrcsi- 
dcnt  to  the  Repiil)lic. 

It  will  be  iien  that  whether  or  not  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  had  a  Mexican  face,  he  had  a 
Mexican  heart  at  that  time  in  his  breast.  He  was 
then  on  the  aide  of  the  enemies  of  tlie  country. 
HcoflTered  resolution:;  to  withdraw  our  Army  from 
Mexico,  to  be  torn,  hara.ssed,  and  scourged  by 
tht  enemy  hanging  upon  its  rear.    Wc  were  fight- 


ing a  foreign  Power  then.  Are  the  southern 
people  worse  than  a  foreign  people.'  Will  you 
wage  a  more  relentless  war  upon  them  than  u[>on 
foreigners.'  Are  Mexicans  better  than  the  peo- 
|ile  of  Virginia,  Teniiesset!,  Louisiana,  and  the 
other  southern  Slates.'  At  the  expense  of  being 
declared  disloyal,  I  say  that  I  would  be  willing 
to  take  them  back  into  my  fraternal  embrace  un- 
der the  terms  of  the  old  Constitution.  Ay,  sir, 
gladly  and  fondly.  1  would  rather  make  peace 
with  them  than  with  the  filthy,  broken,  fragment- 
ary, diluted  race  of  Mexicans.  I  ask  the  Clerk 
to  read  the  resolutions. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"RcsoUetl  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  State  of  ^imerica  in  Congress  assembled,  ']'liat,iii 
Oilier  to  terminals  tlie  war  unhappily  existing  between  llie 
UiiiteJ  StaiKs  and  Mexico,  with  dae  regard  to  llie  rights  and 
national  existence  and  indi'pcndence  ol'tlie  two  republics, 
and  with  a  view  to  bring  about  an  honorable  peace,  tlie 
Prcsidcntof  ilic  United  Stales  be  requested  to  vvitlidraw  all 
troops  and  military  forces  of  the  United  States  now  west  of 
the  lUo  Grande  in  Mexico  to  tlie  cast  side  of  that  river. 

'•  That  all  volunteers  now  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  be  discharged,  taking  due  care,  in  the  order  of  dis- 
charge, that  provision  be  made  for  the  rclurn  of  all  such 
volunteers  to  their  respective  homes,  or  to  the  States  in 
which  they  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

"  Thattlie  Presidcntbcrequcstedand  advised  tokeepall, 
or  such  portion  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  that  purpose, 
of  the  regular  Army  under  his  command,  along  or  near  the 
western  Trontier  of  the  United  Stales,  prepared  to  repel  or 
prevent  any  encroachment  or  depredation  by  Mexican  citi- 
zens or  soldiers,  on  the  ti:rritoiy,  property,  or  people  of  this 
Union,  while  any  question  or  controversy  shall  remain  un- 
settled between  the  Governments  of  Mexico  and  the  United 
States  :  Provided,  That  Ibis  shall  not  be  construed  to  mean 
tliat  the  President  is  advised  against  retaining  possession  of 
the  disputed  country  b'.'tweenthe  western  limit  of  the  State 
of  Texas  and  the  Rio  Grande,  until  such  time  as  a  treaty 
settlingadcfinitive  boundary  line  between  the  United  Statos 
and  Mexico  shall  be  concluded  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, if  the  President,  in  his  discretion,  shall  deem  that 
such  continusd  Ibrcible  possession  of  that  disputed  territory 
will  tend  to  promoie  the  making  of  such  treaty. 

"That  the  President  be  adviscii  and  requested  to  prose- 
cute the  existing  war  against  the  Government  of  Mexico  by 
eirectually  blockading  or  seizing  and  retaining,  with  every 
proper  security,  the  harbors,  ports  of  entry,  and  custom- 
houses of  Mexico,  on  the  Gnlfof  Mexicoandon  the  Pacific 
coast  of  that  country;  and  to  hold  the  same  until  such  time 
as  a  treaty  of  peace  may  be  made  and  ratified  between  the 
Governinents  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  establishing 
a  permanent  boundary  line  between  the  territories  of  the 
two  countries,  liquidating  and  adjusting,  and  paying  or 
securing  to  be  paid,  all  justindi'niiiities  I'orspoliationscom- 
milted  by  Mexico  or  her  citizens  upon  the  persons  or  prop- 
erly of  llie  citizens  of  the  United  Stall's,  and  setlling  all 
other  questions  or  causes  of  eoiitroversy  between  the  two 
Governments. 

"Tliat  duties  shall  be  levied  upongood.s,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise imported  into  Mexico,  at  the  ports  of  entry  and 
cuslom-lionscs  that  may  be  held  in  possession  by  the  aullioi- 
ities  of  the  United  States,  at  the  same  rate  and  collectvd 
in  like  manner  as  such  duties  are  levied  and  collected  for 
the  liiue  being  at  the  custom-houses  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  the  proceeds  of  duties,  so  eolleeted  in  Mexico,  shall 
consiiiute  and  be  made  a  fund,  to  beheld  as  security  against 
Mexico  until  she  shall  agree  to  and  conclude  a  treaty  as 
aforesaid. 

"That  no  further  increase  of  the  present  regular  Army  of 
llie  United  Stales  shall  be  made  by  en  listmen  lor  otherwise  ; 
but,  as  fast  as  the  terms  of  enlistmenl  of  soldiers  now  in 
seivice  may  expire,  the  Army  shall  be  reduced  until  it  is 
brought  to  the  number  that  was  in  service  on  the  Istday  of 
January,  1817.  , 

"  Mud  be  itfurtlier  resolved,  Tliat  it  is  against  the  policy 
and  interest  of  this  Government  to  wage  a  warforthe  con- 
quest of  territory,  and  there  should  not  b<:  acquired,  by  any 
treaty  to  be  negotiated  and  concluded  between  Ihe  Govern- 
inents of  the  United  StalesaiidMexico,  any  territory  what- 
everadditional  to  the  territory  now  lying  legally  and  properly 
within  the  present  limits  of  the  Unili'd  Stales,  or  within 
the  boundary  of  any  now  exisiing  Stale  of  this  Union. 

"  ^)i(/  be  it  furtlier  resolved,  'J'liat  no  application  of  any 
money  appropriated,  or  to  be  aiipropriated,  by  act  of  this 
Congress,  for  carrying  on  Ihe  existing  war  with  Mexico,  or 
for  increasing,  slrenglhening,  or  in  any  way  supplying  the 
military  or  naval  defensi^s  or  forces  of  this  (iovernment, 
shall  be  made,  nor  is  any  expenditure  thereof  aulhcuized, 
except  siicli  application  and  expeiidilure  be  strielly  in  ac- 
cordance with  ihe  declaration  and  jirovisions  of  these  rcs- 
oliitlous." 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  The  House  has  heard  the 
resolutions  that  I  have  sent  up  to  be  read.  I  have 
simply  to  say  in  regard  to  them  that  if  members 
upon  this  side  of  the  House  are  traitors  in  con- 
sequence of  their  opinions  antagonistic  to  the 
present  war,  the  genllenian  from  Ohio  was  a  trai- 
tor in  January,  1847,  when  he  iiilrodnced  these 
resolutions.  If  there  is  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
rebels  in  arms  in  the  position  of  any  gentleman 
here,  then  there  wasaid  and  comfort  thrice  over  to 
the  l\li.xicaiis  in  the  resolutions  just  read.  Every 
Mexic.in  lancer  that  murdered  our  wouiuled  men 
liaih^d  the  name  of  tht;  gentleman  from  Ohio  as  his 
frieinl.  Every  guiurilla  that  preyed  upon  our 
trains,  .struck  down  and  murdered  weak  escorts, 
ciilofl"supplic;j  from  our  starving  soldiers,  hailed 


thogenllemanfrom  Ohio  as  a  coworker  with  him  in 
expelling  the  American  Army  from  Mexico.  The 
Mexicans  were  working  to  get  our  Army  out  of 
their  country,  and  the  gentleman  from  Oliio  was 
working  lo  the  sanie  end. 

Sir,  Ohio  seems  unforiunate.  If  the  gentleman 
whom  you  seek  lo  expel  [Mr.  Long]  be  unfaithful 
to  his  country  in  lime  of  war,  he  has  very  illus- 
trious precedents  in  the  former  history  of  his  Stale. 
Her  voice  has  been  heard  in  the  other  branch  of 
Congress  in  tones  forever  memorable.  Aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemy  !  Corwin  stands  high  with 
this  Administration.  He  is  very  )iroperly  a  min- 
ister to  Mexico.  He  invoked  the  soldicrsof  Santa 
Anna  to  murder  our  gallant  troops  and  lay  them 
in  hospitable  graves  in  a  foreign  land.  To  the 
very  best  of  their  ability  they  obeyed  his  bloody 
inslruclions. 

Such  was  the  position  of  these  distinguished 
friends  of  the  Administration  from  Ohio  during  a 
war  with  a  foreign  foe — Mr.  Corwin  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  gentleman  from  the  Dayton  district 
[Mr.  Schenck]  in  the  House.  They  were  co- 
operating together.  By  voice  and  by  vote  they 
were  encouraging  the  Mexicans  to  fight,  and  to 
fight  on;  and  while  our  troops  were  met  in  front  by 
Mexicans,  they  were  assailed  in  the  rear  by  these 
disliiignished  allies.  By  the  last  resolution  just 
read  at  the  desk  no  money  was  to  be  paid  to  our 
troops  except  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  those  resolutions;  thalis,u|)on  condition  that 
they  should  be  withdrawn  from  the  enemy's 
country.  No  pay  was  to  be  given  them  while 
they  were  there.  The  meanest  vote  that  any  nian, 
in  my  judgment,  ever  gave  is  a  vote  to  stop  the 
rations  of  the  soldier.  It  matters  not  whether 
the  war  be  right  or  wrong,  the  soldier  must  be 
paid.  To  starve  him  is  no  stalesmanliko  plan  by 
which  to  stop  an  unjust  war.  Yet  that  was  prcr 
cisely  the  vote  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
who  now  delivers  a  lecture  to  the  House  upon 
the  subject  of  American  patriotism.  There  it 
stands  recorded.  There  is  a  Nemesis  of  politics 
which  comes  back  to  avenge  injustice  and  in- 
iquity. It  comes  now  to  torment  and  plague  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio.  It  avenges  the  wrong  and 
outrage  which  he  seeks  to  inflict  upon  his  col- 
league; it  comes  now  in  4he  face  of  the  soldiers 
of  this  war,  ami  tells  them  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  would  leave  them  to  beggary  and  want 
if  he  should  become  dissatisfied  with  this  war  as 
he  was  with  the  war  against  Mexico.  What 
man  has  done  man  will  do  again. 

Sir,  1  accept  no  leciure  upon  the  subject  of  pa- 
triotism from  such  a  source.  But  at  the  same 
time  1  freely  admit  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
had  the  right,  the  moral,  legal,  and  political  right, 
to  introduce  the  resolutions  in  regard  to  the  Mex- 
ican war  if  they  embraced  his  sentiments.  1  would 
have  neither  expelled  nor  censured  him  for  his 
action.  They  were  wrong  in  my  judgment,  but 
if  they  were  right  in  his  then  he  was  right  in  of- 
fering them.  1  am  for  toleration  in  all  matters  of 
opinion.  We  cannot  all  think  alike.  God  did 
not  make  us  so.  You  remember  the  parable,' 
sometimes  thought  to  be  taken  from  Scripture, 
but  said  to  have  been  uttered  by  Benjamin  Frank- 
iiii,  on  this  great  question  of  freedom  of  opinion. 
Aram  was  sitting  one  evening  at  lhi>  door  of  hia 
tent  when  a  wayfaring  man  came  by.  Aram  in- 
vited him  to  go  in  and  sup  with  him.  The  way- 
fixrer  did  so.  Aram  asked  hiin  to  bless  before  he 
broke  bread.  The  wayfarer  said  no,  that  was 
not  his  way  of  thinking.  Immediately  Aram 
arose  in  wrath,  tiHik  his  stick  and  bent  the  stran- 
ger, wounding  ami  bruising  him,  and  driving  him 
from  the  shelter  of  his  roof.  In  the  silent  watches 
of  the  night,  however,  the  voice  of  God  came  to 
Aram,  a.^king  him,  "  WlfiM'e  is  the  stranger?" 
"  Why,"  said  Aram,  "  I  asked  him  to  bless  and 
return  thanks  before  he  partook  (>f  bread,  and  he 
refused,  so  I  drove  him  hence."  "  But,"  said  tho 
voice  of  the  Almighty,  "  I  have  borne  with  that 
man,  I  have  known  his  opinions,  I  have  allowed 
him  to  live;  I  have  never  beaten  him  anil  sent  him 
forth  into  the  wilderness.  Go,  Aram,  and  find 
the  victim  of  your  miserable  conduct,  bring  him 
back,  and  pour  oil  into  his  wounds,  feed  him,  and 
lay  him  on  your  best  bed,  and  take  care  of  him 
until  he  is  well." 

Such  is  the  voice  of  Divinity  in  favor  of  free- 
dom of  speech,  freedom  of  thought,  freedom  of 
private  conscience.  I  implore  gentlemen  not  lo 
attempt  to  strike  it  down.   Let  tliu  urror,  if  error 
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it  be,  exist  so  long  as  tiiitli  is  left  free  to  combat 
it.  Ill  the  beginning  of  time  these  two  principles 
were  made.  They  luive  walked  the  earth  togetlier 
ever  since.  They  have  roamed  the  earth  for  six 
thousand  years.  Truth  and  error  have  been  com- 
bating on  fields  of  reason,  on  battle-fields,  every- 
where. You  of  the  aljolition  party  go  baclf  thirty 
years  to  the  beginning  of  your  own  organization. 
What  was  it  you  then  most  warmly  contended 
for?  What  but  the  right,  the  immortal  right,  to 
speak  your  sentiments,  to  denounce  your  polit- 
ical accusers,  and  to  stand  before  the  world  as  free- 
men.' Suppose  tiiis  gag-law,  this  instrument  of 
tyrants,  this  odious  relic  of  barbarism,  again  re- 
vived in  this  Hall,  had  been  applied  to  some  men 
now  sitting  around  me  ! 

I  protest  before  the  living  God  that  1  never  knew 
a  man  wearing  the  shape  of  man  whom  1  would 
not  stand  by  and  protect  in  his  right  of  free  speech 
were  he  to  utter  Jiis  sentiments  in  a  decorous  and 
becoming  manner.  Your  party  inscribed  every- 
where on  its  banners  "  free  speech."  Deny  it 
to-day  if  you  dare.  Trample  itinthe  dust.  Spit 
upon  it  and  despise  it,  if  you  will.  The  world 
will  despise  you  when  you  do  the  act.  History 
will  rake  up  the  deed  and  preserve  it,  and  the  his- 
torian will  despise  you  as  he  writesit  down.  Pos- 
terity will  despise  this  day  in  all  the  calendar  of 
time  as  the  one  on  which  liberty  was  murdered 
in  the  Capitol.  The  heart  and  judgment  of  the 
world  will  execrate  you  for  the  deed,  just  as  it  to- 
day execrates  the  memory  of  the  bloody  monster 
Robespierre,justasilrecalls  the  memory  of  Marat 
to  curse  it,  just  as  it  recalls  the  form  of  St.  Just 
to  loathe  him.  There  are  your  models.  Go  bade 
further.  Nero  was  an  early  founder  of  your  school 
of  politics.  Some  one  man,  I  suppose,  is  to  do 
all  the  thinking  here.  So  Nero  thought.  So  the 
blood-stained  monsters  of  the  French  Revolution 
thought.  So  the  odious  tyrannical  bigots  of  the 
English  revolution  of  ]G40  thought.  These  arc 
your  examples.  I  implore  you  to  discard  them. 
Walk  out  in  tlie  light  of  liberty,  and  appeal  to 
the  people.  Tell  them  you  will  trust  them.  What 
a  commentary  on  the  intelligence  of  the  people! 
You  will  not  allow  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to 
speak.  Perhaps  next  you  will  not  allow  ino  to 
speak,  other  gentlemen  from  Ohio,  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  and  others  around  me.  Why.' 
Are  you  afraid  you  cannot  meet  us  in  argument? 
Are  you  afraid  the  people  will  not  be  just  and 
true?  Are  you  afraid  they  will  not  have  intelli- 
gence enough  to  see  that  you  are  right  and  we  arc 
wrong?  Are  you  afraid  they  have  not  virtue  enough 
to  follow  the  right  and  to  discard  the  wrong? 
You  must  believe  they  have  not  that  intelligence, 
or  that  they  will  not  be  true  to  their  own  judg- 
ment, or  you  would  be  willing  to  trust  them  to 
discriminate  between  right  and  wrong.  Sir,  1 
trust  the  people.  I  challenge  you  before  that  great 
tribunal.  I  am  willing  to  stand  or  fall  by  its  de- 
cision, and  always  have  been.  If  you  crush  me 
before  the  American  people,  before  that  tribunal 
where  free  speech  has  full  sway,  1  will  go  down 
without  a  murmur.  If  lean  drive  you  from  place 
and  power  in  the  same  arena  by  the  same  mean^, 
if  you  are  honest  men  you  will  submitalso  with- 
out complaint. 

But  if  you  think  because  you  have  the  power 
to-day  that  you  can  gag  me,  that  you  can  tie  my 
tongue,  that  yon  can  deny  to  me  the  right  to  speak, 
then  woe  to  this  nation.  When  you  undertake 
to  carry  that  purpose  into  effect,  the  day  of  doom 
will  be  upon  us.  It  cannot  be  done;  you  know 
it  cannot  be  done  without  a  conflagration  that  shall 
Ijghl  up  the  very  arches  of  the  sky  from  ocean 
to  ocean.  Are  you  ready  foi' this  issue?  Do  you 
want  it?  If  you  do,  it  can  be  made  by  the  ex- 
pulsion of  tlic  gentleman  imom  Ohio.  This  will 
no  longer  be  an  American  Congress.  Wc  will  be 
cliained  slaves,  and  the  next  question  to  determ- 
ine will  be  v/lu'lher  as  men  of  honor  we  can  re- 
main and  wear  the  yoke. 

Sir,  this  is  a  painful  theme  to  mc.  I  feel  more 
of  sorrow  than  of  anger  over  such  an  issue.  Let 
me  appeal  to  the  uense  of  justice  which  I  know 
animates  some  breasts  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chamber.  Let  us  not  misunderstand  each  other. 
Let  us  deal  with  each  other  as  iionust  men,  striv- 
ing for  a  common  purpose — the  restoration  of  our 
unhappy  country.  You  may  have  your  views  of 
wliat  policy  i.s  most  tonducive  to  that  end;  you 
have  the  right  to  your  opinions:;  I  have  the  right 
to  mine;  but  because  of  this  did'ercncc  of  opinion 


in  regard  to  accomplishing  the  same  object,  by 
all  that  we  hold  dear  in  the  present,  and  Ijy  all 
our  hopes  of  the  future,  let  us  not  cut  each  other's 
throats  and  precipitate  strife  and  violence  here  and 
all  over  the  land.  The  civilized  world  would  cry 
shame  upon  such  a  .scene,  and  the  latest  genera- 
tions of  our  posterity  will  heap  reproaches  on  our 
memory. 

Mr.  ORTFI  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  to  yield  to  me  in  reference  to  some  per- 
sonal points. 

Mr.  ORTH.     Certainly. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.     I  object  unless  the  gentle- 
jjjjan  from  Indiana  yields  unconditionally. 
'Mr.  ORTH.  I  yield  unconditionally  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  thank  my  friend  from  In- 
diana for  his  courtesy  in  yielding  me  the  floor. 

As  I  have  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  asked  it  for  the 
purpose  of  noticing  one  or  two  matters  purely 
personal  which  have  made  a  part  of  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.     1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.     State  it. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  It  is  this:  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  cannot  make  two  speeches  on  the  same 
point.  <■ 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  The  point  of  order  comes 
too  late. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  Let  me  make  my  statement. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  cannot  speak  again 
until  other  gentlemen  who  have  not  s[)oken  have 
been  heard.  I  raise  the  point  under  the  rules 
against  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  That  would  have  been  a 
good  objection,  but  not  a  liberal  one,  if  made  in 
time. 

The  SPEAKER  j)?'o  tempore.  The  Chairover- 
rules  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  not 
present  during  the  first  portion  of  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Voorhees.] 
I  understand,  however,  that  in  the  course  of  those 
remarks  he  took  exception  to  language  which  he 
imputed  to  me  and  which  he  denounced  as  dicta- 
torial and  offensive.  His  statement,  as  it  is  re- 
ported to  mc,  was  that  he  undertook  to  get  the 
floor  while  I  was  speaking,  and  that  I  said  to 
him,  "Be  silent."  The  gentleman  stiangely  mis- 
understood me.  1  was  not  even  aware  that  he 
had  made  any  attempt  to  get  the  floor.  Possibly, 
as  1  am  a  little  near-sighted,  that  may  account 
for  it. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  Then  I  have  been  labor- 
ing under  a  mistake.  I  understood  the  gentleman 
to  say,  "  B'  silent.  " 

Mr.  SCHENCK.     I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  Then  I  misunderstood  the 
gentleman.     His  word  on  that  point  is  sufficient. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  used  no  such  language 
toward  atiy  one,  nor  did  I  direct  any  remark  to 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  My  reference  was 
to  thegcntleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fernando 
Wood,]  who  sought  to  interrupt  nie  but  who  had 
not  permitted  any  one  to  interrupt  him.  When 
he  rose  more  than  once  during  my  remarks  I  de- 
clined toyield,and  on  oneoccasion  said  "notyet." 

Mr.  GARFIFLD.  1  wish  to  say  that  1  at- 
tempted three  or  four  times  to  inform  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  that  what  he  said  was  not  ac- 
cording to  the  fact,  and  he  utterly  refused  to  allow 
me. 

Mr.VOORHEES.  I  was  not  aware  of  the  pur- 
pose for  which  the  gentleman  rose.  The  cries  of 
order  around  me  prevented  me  hearing  him. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  That  is  past.  Thegcntle- 
man from  Indiana  later  in  his  speech,  and  in  that 
portion  of  it  which  I  did  hear,  in  order  to  prove 
that  I  had  been  at  a  former  time  adverse  to  my 
country's  interests  and  guilty  of  a  want  of  pa- 
triotism, referred  to  certain  resolutions  found  of 
record  offered  and  moved  in  this  House  during 
the  war  with  Mexico.  I  think  he  said  that  I  of- 
fered those  resolutions.  Very  likely,  but  I  had 
almost  or  quite  forgotten  them  until  reminded  now 
by  their  rejiroduction.  They  present  a  somewhat 
long  and  elaborate  series  of  propositions,  and  I 
hope  gentlemen  listened  to  them  as  they  were 
read  tu  the  Clerk's  desk.  They  appear  to  have 
been  vei'y  carefully  framed — well  drawn,  indeed, 
though  i  say  it  myself.  It  was  many  year-'i  ago, 
and  I  was  therefore  much  younger  than  1  am  now; 


and  1  must  confess  I  feel  rather  proud  of  the  per- 
formance. 

Well,  it  is  thought  by  the  gmuleman  from  In- 
diana that  I  did  something  then  like  that  which  is 
now  chaiged  against  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Long.] 
Sir,  1  admit  that  I  never  believed  the  Mexican 
war  ought  to  have  been  brought  on  a.s  it  was, 
noi'  that  the  cause  assigned  for  it  by  the  then  Pres- 
ident and  his  southern  party  was  sufficient  ortluj* 
true  one.  But  when  in  it  I.  thought  it  should  be 
fought  through.  Therefore  1  voted  for  all  appro- 
priations of  men  and  money  to  carry'on  that  war 
— all  that  were  considered  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  war-directing  power. 

These  resolutions  which  have  been  read  em- 
bodied a  plan  by  which  I  proposed  to  bring  hos- 
tilities to  a  favorable  close.  The  proposition  1 
made  was  in  brief  to  withdraw  our  troops  to  this 
side  of  the  river;  to  retain  as  many  in  the  fie^d  as 
were  necessary,  and  to  post  them  along  the  bor- 
ders to  prevent  incursions  or  depredations  by  the 
enemy;  to  blockade  strictly  the  ports  of  Mexico; 
to  seize  all  her  custom-houses,  both  on  the  Gulf 
and  Pacific  coasts;  to  raise  money  enough  from 
import  duties  to  pay  expenses  and  all  our  just 
claims  against  her;  and  to  hold  also  what  was 
thus  seized  until  a  treaty  should  be  concluded  set- 
tling satisfactorily  the  boundary  line  between  us. 
I  still  think  it  was  a  reasonable  proposition — a 
good  way  to  bring  the  war  to  a  profitable  end. 
It  was  my  plan  for  conducting  and  closing  tlie 
war.  That  was  all.  And  there  might  well  be  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  doing 
that  and  "  conquering  a  peace."  I  hope  thegcn- 
tleman will  incorporate  the  whole  of  the  resolu- 
tions as  they  were  read  into  his  speech.  I  think 
they  will  constitute  the  best  part  of  it. 

If  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
if  any  gentleman  anywhere,  can  find  any  parallel 
between  that  and  the  refusal  to  furnish  men  and 
money  to  carry  on  a  war  to  put  down  an  organ- 
ized.band  of  traitors  who  are  seeking  to  overthrow 
their  country,  they  are  welcome  to  the  benefit  of 
the  discovery.  To  my  mind  the  cases  are  totally 
;uid  utterly  different.  I  was  opposed  to  going 
into  that  war,  but  being  in  it,  I  desired  to  con- 
duct it  to  the  best  advantage  to  my  country.  But, 
God  help  me,  1  hope  I  shall  never  be  found  en- 
listing on  the  side  of  domestic  traitors  or  encour- 
agjng  them  in  their  nefarious,  horrible  attempt  to 
destroy  the  integrity  of  our  nation. 

Nov/,  sir,  there  is  another  matter  to  which  I  am 
told  the  gentleman  referred.  While  I  was  outof 
the  Hall  he  made  some  allusion  to  my  conduct  in 
the  affair  of  Vienna,  a  military  event  which  oc- 
curred at  an  early  period  of  this  war.  I  desire  to 
know  of  him  what  his  criticism  was  upon  that 
movement,  and  I  ask  him  for  the  reason  that 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  misrepresentation 
indulged  in  in  reference  to  that  matter  in  public 
prints  and  by  various  persons  which  I  have  not 
iieretofore  ever  thought  it  proper  for  me  to  noticei 
because  tliej'  were  never  repeated  or  indorsed  by 
anybody  in  my  presence. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  1  do  not  know  that  I  am 
competent  to  criticise  a  military  movement  at  all. 
I  simply  said,' and  I  repeat  it  now  as  nearly  as  I 
recollect  the  language,  that  I  knew  of  nothing  in 
the  character  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  either 
public  or  private,  either  in  a  civil  or  military  ca- 
pacity, not  even  including  his  military  achieve- 
ment at  Vienna,  which  gave  him  a  right  to  crack 
his  whip  as  a  sati-ap  over  this  side  of  the  House, 
Mr.  SCHENCK.  What  was  that  military 
achievement  at  Vienna  to  which  the  gentleman 
refers  obviously  with  a  design  to  make  it  a  slur 
and  a  disparagetncnt  ?  I  atn  determined  to  know 
if  I  can  I'rom  an  authentic  and  responsible  source 
what  is  averred  in  regaai  to  that  aflair  that  1  may 
speak  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  I  have  repeated  as  nearly 
as  I  citn  the  language  which  I  used.  It  may  not 
be  exactly  what  1  said,  but  the  substance  was 
that  1  did  not  know  of  anything,  even  including 
that  affair,  that  gave  the  gentleman  the  right  to 
order  me  to  be  silent,  or  to  stifle  the  full  and  free 
exfu-ession  of  his  peers  uiion  the  floor  of  this 
House.  As  to  the  details  of  that  affair,  I  know 
nothing  except  as  1  saw  it  described  in  thenews- 
paiiera  a.s  a  case  of  disaster.  If  the  details  are 
desired  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  he  doubtless 
can  give  iheni  better  tiian  I  can. 

Mr.  SCUIENCK.  All  that  relates  to  the  dic- 
tatorial character  of  my  remarks,  which  the  gen- 
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tleman  has  already  admitted  he  misunderslood, 
has  been  before  disposed  of.  But  the  gentleman's 
allusion  to  the  achievement  at  Vienna  he  now 
refuses  to  explain  with  that  inj,'enious  boldness 
with  whieh  he  usually  expresses  himself  upon  all 
subjects.  It  is  all  idle  to  pretend  that  it  was  not 
intended  as  a  sneer  and  a  slur.  The  same  attack 
on  me  has  been  ventured  by  one  or  two  other 
members  of  this  House,  but  not  here;  and  this 
is  the  first  time  that  anybody  has  ever  done  it  in 
my  presence  or  where  there  was  an  opportunity 
to  reply  or  correct. 

I  wish  now,  once  for  all,  to  speak  of  this  matter 
myself;  and  the  House  will  excuse  the  egotism 
wliich  the  circumstances  force  upon  me. 

Early  in  the  war,  in  June,  1861,  happening  to 
be  the  first  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  ordered 
across  the  Potomac,  I  proceeded  with  my  bri- 
gade under  those  orders  to  a  point  where  1  estab- 
lished my  camp  on  the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire 
railroad,  south  of  this  city,  and  a  few  miles  above 
Alexandria. 

Brigadier  General  Daniel  Tyler,  of  Connecticut, 
soon  afterwardsarrived  and  encamped  in  the  same 
neighborhood.  He  was  ordered  a  few  days  after- 
wards, by  our  commanding  general,  to  proceed 
with  a  force  of  four  hundred  men  up  the  railroad, 
in  a  train  of  cars,  and  did  so,  extending  his  re- 
connoissance  not  only  to,  but  some  distance  be- 
yond,Vienna.  The  next  day,  or  the  second  day 
after,  I  was  directed  to  send,  by  similar  convey- 
ance, one  of  my  regiments  up  the  road  to  go  as 
far  as  that  point,  picketing  the  line  of  road  by 
leaving  companies  at  intervals  along  it,  and  after- 
wards to  establish  the  regiment  at  a  crossing  on 
the  road  to  Fall's  Church  some  seven  miles  be- 
low Vienna.  A  train  was  sent  to  me  for  that 
purpose  from  Alexandria.  When  the  cars  arrived 
at  my  camp,  the  colonel  commanding  the  regi- 
ment (the  first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry)  which  I 
had  detailed  for  that  service  not  having  returned 
from  this  city,  where  he  was  for  the  day  on  leave 
of  absence,  though  he  subsequently  overlook  us 
on  the  road,  1  took  myself  the  command  of  the 
regiment  and  proceeded  on  the  duty. 

When  we  slowly  approached  Vienna,  having 
then  still  three  or  perhaps  four  companies  remain- 
ing, we  found  a  largely  superior  force  of  the  rebels 
had  taken  position  ul  a  bend  of  the  railroad,  who 
delivered  tlieir  fire  on  us  with  three  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. They  were  brought  there  probably  from 
Centreville,  in  consequence  of  the  alarm  given  by 
the  expedition  of  the  day  before. 

The  enemy's  force  was  subsequently  ascer- 
tained to  consist  nf  two  regiments  of  infantry,  a 
body  of  cavalry,  and  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
At  that  time  we  had  neither  artillery  nor  cavalry 
attached  to  our  Union  brigades.  By  the  rebel  fire, 
although  at  first  it  was  believed  and  was  reported 
that  the  loss  was  greater,  the  casualties  proved  to 
be  eight  killed  and  four  wounded,  two  of  them 
mortally.  None  of  us,  ofliccrs  or  men,  had  ever 
been  under  fire  before.  But  I  had  no  reason  to 
complain  of  the  conductof  any.  Our  troops  were 
ordered  from  the  cars,  rallied,  formed,  and  after- 
wards, the  night  then  coming  on,  fell  slowly  back, 
marchuig  along  the  railroad  to  the' point  or  cross- 
ing six  or  seven  miles  below,  which  we  afterwards 
continued  to  hold.  All  the  wounded  butonewere 
brought  away.  So  far  as  my  conduct  in  that  mat- 
ter is  concerned,  it  is  not  for  me  to  comment  upon 
it.  The  House,  I  hope,  will  pardon  me  for  re- 
lating, however,  that  the  noble  and  venerable  Gen- 
eral Scott  took  occasion  kindly  to  say  to  me,  a 
day  or  two  afterwards,  when  I  was  at  his  head- 
quarters: "iVIy  friend,  I  consider  you  worth  a 
hundred  per  cent,  more  than  before  this  occurred. 
You  have  now  learned  how  you  can  stand  under 
fire."  » 

As  to  the  furtheralluslonof  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  to  my  military  career,  1  have  nothing  to 
Bay.  Accordingas  1  had  opportunity,  I  drd  what 
I  could;  and  whatever  1  did  is  of  record.  Itdoes 
not  become  me  to  speak  of  my  conduct  or  my  ca- 
pacity. That  belongs  to  others.  1  will  say  this 
much  only,  that  while  I  have  been  so  fortunate  as 
to  receive  the  commendationsof  all  my  command- 
ing ofl^ccrs— of  Scott,  of  McDowell,  of  Rose- 
crans,  of  Fremont,  of  Pope,  of  every  general  un- 
der whom  I  have  served  in  the  field,  it  will  not 
concern  mo  much  to  find  that  I  have  not  secured 
the  approbation  of  tliose  who  assail  me,  either  in 
their  ignorance  or  maliciously,  with  only  misrep- 
resenlation,  falsehood,  or  clang. 


Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  (at  five 
o'clock,  p.  m.)  1  move  that  the  House  do  no>v 
adjourn. 

"Mr.  COLFAX.  I  desire  to  state  to  the  House 
that  it  was  my  intention  and  hope  that  the  House 
might  come  to  a  vote  on  the  resolution  this  even- 
ing; but  as  it  is  the  manifest  desire  of  the  House 
to  adjourn  now,  and  as  we  have  resolved  to  ad- 
journ from  to-morrow  till  Thursday,  I  shall  feel 
it  my  duty  to  ask  the  House  about  tliree  o'clock 
to-morrow  to  come  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  say  to  my  friend  from  Indi- 
ana that  the  vole  cannot  be  taken  at  that  time. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope 
the  House  will  remain  in  session.  That  is  wlvjr 
I  wanted  now  to  have  an  understanding. 

Mr.  COX.  The  House  may  do  as  it  pleases. 
1  only  say  to  the  gentleman  that  the  vote  cannot 
be  taken  at  the  time  he  suggests. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Isit  the  pur- 
pose of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  proceed 
with  the  discussion  to-night? 

Mr.  COLFAX.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cox]  has  given  notice  in  language  that 
seemed  like  a  threat  that  the  House  shall  not  come 
to  a  vote  at  tliree  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  as  the 
desire  of  the  House  is  evidently  foraction,  I  hope 
the  House  will  remain  in  session.  Our  soldiers 
in  the  field  are  fighting  the  enemy  night  and  day, 
and  we  ought  to  be  willing  to  sit  and  do  our  duty 
here. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  presume 
there  can  be  an  understanding  as  to  when  the 
vote  may  be  taken  without  any  unpleasant  feel- 
ing on  the  subject. 

Mr.  COX.  I  want  to  say  to  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  that  in  my  remark  there 
was  no  threat  made  or  intended.  My  remark  was 
predicated  on  the  fact  that  there  are  at  least  a 
dozen  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  who 
desire  to  debate  the  matter  more  thoroughly  than 
it  has  been  debated,  liis-a  matter  of  such  an  ex- 
traordinary character  that  the  Speaker  himself, 
my  honorable  friend,  knows  that  it  requires  more 
than  an  ordinary  discussion.  It  is  the  greatest 
question  we  can  have.  It  would  be  better  to  have 
some  time  fixed  for  the  future  of  this  discussion, 
and  not  compel  us  to  stay  here  at  night. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  1  think  the 
House  can  come  to  an  agreement  as  to  when  the 
vote  shall  be  taken  without  any  ill-feeling.  I  pro- 
pose that  the  entire  of  to-morrow  shall  be  devoted 
to  the  discussion  of  this  question,  and  that  on 
Thursday  morning,  when  every  member  can  be 
present,  we  shall  take  the  vote. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  This  is  a  question  that  has 
been  thrust  on  this  side  of  the  House.  It  is  one 
of  those  questions  that  do  not  come  up  inordinary 
legislation.  We  will  make  no  terms,  so  far  as  1 
am  concerned,  about  when  a  vote  shall  be  taken. 
I  apprehend,  however,  in  good  faith,  that  when 
every  gentleman  on  this  side  has  said  what  he 
desires  to  say  on  the  great  principles  involved  a 
vote  may  then  be  had. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  1  withdraw 
the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  ORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  not  my  in- 
tention, until  after  I  heard  the  remarks  of  my  col- 
league from  the  Terre  Haute  district,  [Mr.  Voor- 
iiEEs,]  to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion  upon  the 
resolution  now  under  consideration.  As  one  of 
the  new  members  of  this  House  1  have  felt  that 
that  was  at  least  a  becoming  modesty  in  being  a 
silent  participator  in  our  proceedings;  but  there 
are  times  whensilence  would  be  criminal.  I  have 
the  honorof  representing,  in  part,  a  State  that  has 
felt  a  peculiar  jutcrestin  this  war,  and  which  has 
responded  with  alacrity  to  every  demand  which 
has  ever  been  made  upon  her  patriotism.  For 
years  Indiana  has  been  compelled  to  submit  to  a 
.slanderous  charge  brought  against  her  brave  sol- 
diers for  alleged  misconduct  upon  the  bloody  field 
of  Bueria  Visia.  That  charge  originated  with  the 
chief  of  traitors,  Jeflf.  Davis;  and  when  this  re- 
bellion was  inaugurated  by  him  and  his  cocon- 
spirators, the  people  of  Indiana,  in  addition  to  their 
devotion  to  our  Government,  and  their  desire  to 
maintain  its  integrity  and  supremacy,  felt  that 
now  the  hour  had  come  when  she  could  vindicate 
her  fair  fame,  and  wipe  out  in  blood  the  foul  slan- 
der which  had  thus  been  attempted  to  be  fastened 
upon  her. 

What  aoii  of  1  ndiana,  proud  of  hor  prestige  and 
high  destiny,  will  ever  forget  the  scene  wilncssed 


by  thousands  of  our  people,  when  the  gallant 
eleventh  regiment  under  command  of  Colonel 
(now  General)  Wallace  were  drawn  up  in  front 
of  the  State  capitol  to  receive  their  national  colors 
on  the  eve  of  their  departure  for  the  field  of  con- 
flict? Those  colors  were  re«eived,and  ihatentire 
regiment  upon  bended  knee,  imploring  the  divine 
protection  of  Almighty  God,  vowed  in  His  pres- 
ence that  they  would  defend  that  flag,  ttnd  that  in 
every  conflict  with  the  enemy  they  xoould  rememher 
Buena  Vista.  Such  has  beeii  the  feeling  and  senli- 
mentofall  our  Indianasoldiers;  and  knowing  this, 
I  would  be  derelict  in  my  duty  to  that  State  and 
her  brave  soldiery  did  I  not  rise  here  and  meet 
the  issue  which  has  been  tendered  by  the  votes 
of  my  Democratic  colleagues  since  this  discus- 
sion has  commenced. 

The  position  of  my  colleague  from  Terre  Haute 
is  well  understood  here,  and  by  the  country  at 
large.  Whatever  other  merit  or  demerit  may  be 
attached  to  his  action  here  or  elsewhere,  in  ref- 
erence to  this  war  and  all  the  questions  growing 
out  of  it,  he  is  at  least  entitled  to  the  credit  of  con- 
sistency. On  the  10th  day  of  April,  1861,  while 
the  guns  of  an  insurgent  foe  were  preparing  to 
open  upon  Fort  Sumter,  and  the  eyes  of  all  Ameri- 
can people  were  turned  toward  Major  Anderson 
and  the  soldiers  under  him,  my  colleague  attended 
a  meeting  of  those  who  sympathize  with  him  at 
the  village  of  Greencastle  in  our  State.  He  ad- 
dressed that  meeting,  as  we  were  told  by  the  pub- 
lished proceedings,  in  a  speech  of"  thrilling  elo- 
quence" for  an  hour  and  a  half.  That  meeting 
adopted  this  resolution: 

"  Resolved,  That  as  citizens  we  shall  be  always  prepared 
to  defend  Indiana,  or  our  sister  States,  from  'foreign  ag- 
gression or  douieslic  violence,'  we  acknowledge  this  to 
be  a  duty  to  the  cause  of  well-regulated  liberty,  and  claims 
of  our  country;  but  we  deny  the  right  of  the  General  or 
State  Government  to  embroil  us  or  our  fellow-citizens  in 
intestine  war  or  internal  strife  with  the  people  of  the  co- 
States  of  this  Union;  and  having  time  and  again  warned 
the  members  of  the  party  now  in  power  of  the  fatal  tend- 
ency of  their  insane  course,  and  implored  them  to  abntidon 
the  stubborn  and  unwise  policy  of  ami- slavery  agitation, 
wc  here  lake  for  our  motto,  'Not  one  dollar  and  not  one 
man  from  Indiana  with  which  to  subjugate  the  South  and 
inaugurate  civil  war.' " 

Mr.  Speaker,  that  may  be  regarded  as  the  ini- 
tial point  in  the  course  of  my  colleague  in  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  this  war.  And,  sir,  the  records 
of  Congress  and  the  records  of  the  political  can-' 
vasses  in  my  own  State,  and  the  State  of  Ohio  in 
the  last  canvass,  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say  that 
he,  at  least,  has  been  consistent  in  all  his  con- 
duct, public  and  private,  with  the  sentiments 
enunciated  at  that  meeting.  I  do  not  desire  to 
quarrel  with  that  gentleman.  I  know  the  issues 
that  were  made  in  my  own  Stale  during  the  dark 
hours  of  1862,  when  he  and  my  other  colleague 
and  myself  were  returned  as  members  to  this 
House.  I  know  that  in  his  own  district  that  is- 
sue was  not  made,  but  elsewhere  throughout  the 
entire  length  and  breadth  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
the  issue  was  made  by  the  Democratic  party  that 
they  were  in  favor  of  a  more  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war.  Their  position  was  that  this  Ad- 
ministration would  never  bring  the  war  to  a  close, 
because  it  did  not  prosecute  it  with  sufficient 
vigor,  with  that  vigor  which  would  be  the  con- 
sequence of  the  success  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Now,  then,  upon  the  record,  which  we  all  un- 
derstand in  Indiana,  and  wliich  my  Democratic 
colleagues  upon  this  floor  will  not  controvert,  I 
desire  to  meet  them.  The  feeling  in  favor  of  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  was  not  then  con- 
fined to  what  gentlemen  are  pleased  to  style  the 
"  black  Republican  party"  in  Indiana.  It  was  a 
feeling  which  pervaded  all  classes  and  all  parties 
in  tluil  Stale. 

Now,  sir,  with  that  feeling  animating  the  peo- 
ple of  Indiana,  we  find  in  the  canvass  of  1862  the 
people  of  that  State  sending  seven  Democratic 
members  to  this  House  and  four  Union  men — 
seven  and  four,  reversing  the  delegation  as  it  then 
stood.  Every  one  of  these  gentlemen,  with  the 
single  exception  of  my  colleague  from  the  Terre 
Haute  district, came  here, sent  by  t]ie  Democratic 
party,  pledged  to  a  vigorous  prosecution  f)f  the 
war  then  in  progress.  They  were  in  favor  of  a 
moi'e  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  That  was 
the  position  assumed  by  the  Democratic  party  in 
1862,  in  a  State  which  occupies  the  noble  position 
of  ni~ver  having  failed  to  lespond  lo  the  calls  of 
the  Piesidcnl  on  every  occasion. 

Mr.  SPALDING.     With  the  consent  of  the 
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gentleman  from  Indiana,  who  has  the  floor,  I  move 
that  tlie  House  take  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock 
this  evening. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  that  it  will  be  understood 
by  gentlemen  that  no  vote  will  be  taken  to-night. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  We  agree  to  that 
if  you  will  agree  that  the  vote  shall  be  taken  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  sug- 
gests that  no  vote  shall  be  taken  to-night,  but  that 
the  evening  session  shall  be  devoted  to  debateonly; 
another  gentleman  on  this  side  of  the  House  sug- 
gests the  acceptance  of  that,  provided  the  vole 
shall  be  taken  to-morrow. 

Mr.  COX.  We  could  not  make  that  arrange- 
ment now;  our  friends  are  not  here.  The  ar- 
rangement could  not  go  further  now  than  thatthe 
session  to-night  shall  be  for  debate. 

Mr.  COLPAX.  I  will  make  any  arrangement 
to  secure  justice  to  all  sides  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WHALEY.  If  the  object  be  to  cut  off 
debate  except  to  a  few  individuals,  1  give  notice 
that  I  will  to-morrow  call  up  the  special  order  on 
which  I  have  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  This  is  a  ques- 
tion ofprivilege,  and  takes  precedence  of  all  others. 

Is  it  the  understanding  that  no  vote  shall  be 
taken  to-night? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  object. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  five  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the 
House  took  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock,  p.  m. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

At  seven  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  House  resumed  its 
session. 

Mr.  ORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  when  the  House 
took  a  recess  this  afternoon  I  had  stated  what  the 
issue  had  been  in  Indiana  during  the  campaign 
of  1862.  Upon  that  issue  our  people  voted;  and 
the  result  of  that  election  placed  in  this  Hall  seven 
Democrats  and  four  Union  members. 

Now,  tiien,  on  behalf  of  the  loyal  people  of  my 
State  I  claim  the  right  to  speak;  nay,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  do  so.  I  know  something  of  the  sac- 
rifices they  have  made  to  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment, sacrifices  equal  at  least  to  those  of  the  loyal 
people  of  any  State  in  the  Union.  In  thought  and 
prayer  they  have  followed  their  soldiers  where 
ever  the  exigency  of  war  has  sent  them,  whether 
to  the  Potomac,  to  the  Mississippi,  or  the  plains 
of  Texas.  In  sickness  or  in  health,  wherever 
the  hand  of  mercy  or  the  voice  of  patriotism  could 
reach  them,  our  loyal  men  and  women  spared  no 
eflfort  to  reach  the  soldier.  This  devotion  is  due 
to  those  who  have  gone  to  the  tented  field  to  risk 
life  and  health  that  this  nation  may  live. 

Remembering  these  things,  I  cannot  do  other- 
wise than  lift  my  voice  against  the  scenes  1  have 
witnessed  within  the  last  forty-eight  hours.  My 
Democratic  colleagues  have  taken  it  upon  them- 
selves to  say  that  they  were  the  friends  oflhe  sol- 
diers. They  have  told  you  time  and  again  that 
they  were  in  favor  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the 
common  soldier.  They  have  told  you  that  their 
affection  for  the  common  soldier  was  so  great  tjiat 
they  were  ready  to  pay  him  in  gold  and  silver. 
These  are  tiie  professions  which  they  have  made 
upon  this  floor.  I  am  not  here  to  impugn  the  mo- 
tives of  any  man,  and  least  of  all  those  who  are 
associated  with  me  in  daily  oflicial  nitercourse. 
But  with  facts  I  have  a  right  to  deal;  with  facts 
it  is  my  duty  to  deal.  So  long  as  these  gentlemen 
were  consistent  in  a  manner  with  their  professions 
I  did  not  laise  my  voice  against  their  action.  I 
was  willing  that  they  should  have  the  benefit  of 
their  professed  afiection  for  the  soldier. 

1  come  now  to  speak  of  the  votes  of  my  Dem- 
ocratic colleagues  oti  the  resolution  pending  in  this 
House  on  Saturday  for  the  expulsion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Harris,]  a  self- 
convicted  sympathizer  with  rebellion,  and  to  con- 
trast such  votes  with  the  issue  upon  which  they 
obtained  their  seals  on  this  floor, and  the  profes- 
sions of  love  for  the  soldier  in  which  they  are  in 
the  habit  ofindulging  so  freely.  That  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Harris,]  with  sataniccoolness,  referring  to 
our  soldiers,  said,  in  the  presence  of  this  House 
and  of  my  colleagues,  that — 

"  Your  soldiers  have  gone  Soutli  to  conquer  the  southern 
people,  hut  liiey  have  been  welcomed  with  bloody  hands 
10  hospit;ible  graves." 

Not  only  that;  he  told  you  he  was  aseccssion^ 
ist  and  in  favor  of  acknowledging  the  nationality 
of  the  so-called  southern  confederacy.     With  the 


gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Harris]  I  have 
no  desire  to  quarrel.  In  passing  1  might  proba- 
bly say  that  if  the  heroic  Andrew  Jackson  occu- 
pied the  White  House  to-day  that  gentleman,  in- 
stead of  being  in  his  seat  to-night,  would  be  in 
the  Old  Capitol  prison,  where  he  deserves  to  be. 
[Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  move  that  the  gal- 
leries be  cleared  on  that  side. 

Mr.  ORTH.    I  think  there  is  no  necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  1  am  not  willing  to  sit 
here  and  be  insulted  by  the  galleries. 

Mr.  NELSON.  That  raises  but  one  question 
here,  and  that  is  whether  the  House  has  a  right 
to  enforce  its  rules. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  trust  the  gentleman  will 
not  ask  that  the  galleries  be  cleared  until  the 
Speaker  shall  have  given  those  in  the  galleries 
the  notice  which  was  given  to-day.  I  presume 
there  is  a  new  audience  here  this  evening. 

Mr.  NELSON.  It  will  be  satisfactory  to  those 
upon  this  side  of  the  House  if  the  Speaker  will 
now  give  notice  to  the  galleries  that  they  will  be 
cleared  at  the  next  disturbance. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  will 
endeavor  to  enforce  the  rules.  The  rules  of  the 
House  will  require  the  Chair  to  order  the  galleries 
to  be  cleared  if  there  are  any  further  demonstra- 
tions of  approval  or  disapproval. 

Mr.  C.  A.  WHITE.  1  give  notice  now  that  I 
shall  insist  upon  an  enforcement  of  the  rules  upon 
the  first  infraction  of  them. 

Mr.  ORTH.  Thegentleman  from  Maryland  de- 
clared boldly  in  his  seat,  in  the  hearingofthe  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  that  he  was  for  peace,  for  rec- 
ognition, and  for  secession.  He  declared  further 
what  was  stated  in  the  resolution,  and  which  ought 
to  have  resulted  in  his  expulsion,  and  which  did 
result  in  a  severe  censure,  and  of  a  declaration  upon 
the  part  of  a  large  majority  of  this  House  that 
he  was  unworthy  of  being  a  member  of  this  House. 
What  is  the  language?  I  desire  to  call  attention 
to  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing  to  this  House,  to 
my  constituents,  and  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the  po- 
sition which  the  Indiana  delegation,  on  both  sides 
of  this  Hall,  occupy  upon  that  resolution.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  stated  that — 

"The  South  asked  you  to  let  them  live  in  peace.  Butno; 
you  said  you  would  bring  them  into  subjection.  That  is  not 
done  yet;  and  God  Almigiity  grant  tliat  it  never  may  be.  I 
hope  you  will  never  sulijugate  die  South." 

Fearlessly  and  traitorously  upon  this  floor  he 
implored  high  Heaven  that  we  might  not  gain 
victories  by  the  men  we  have  sent  to  the  field. 
Such  is  I  he  language  uttered  in  this  Hall,  and 
uttered  by  a  man  who  is  a  declared  secessionist. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  desire  to  make  a  suggestion  to 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  which  is,  that  it  is 
written  in  the  Good  Book  that  the  prayers  of 
the  wicked  are  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of- the 
Lord. 

Mr.  ORTH.  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  th# 
quotation ;  but  it  is  not  with  the  Scriptures  but  with 
the  imprecations  of  thegentleman  from  Maryland 
that  I  have  to  do  now-^Maryland,  that  glorious 
State,  who,  byher  noble  vote  within  the  last  ten 
days,  set  her  seal  of  condemnation  upon  traitors, 
secessionists, and  secession  sympathizers, and  de- 
clared that  henceforth  she  will  take  her  stand  in 
favor  of  universal  liberty.  His  language  is  trea- 
sonable in  itself,  calculated  to  distract  the  people 
of  the  North,  to  thwart  them  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war,  and  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
rebels  in  arms,  and  to  their  confederates  in  the 
Richmond  congress. 

I  have  no  desire  to  be  uncharitable  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  and  hence  I  will  notadopt 
the  suggestion  of  a  friend  near  me  that  probably 
the  only  reason  why  the  gentleman  holds  a  seat  in 
this  Congress  rather  than  in  the  congress  at  Rich- 
mond, is  because  greenbacks  are  belter  currency 
than  confederate  scrip. 

When  that  language  was  uttered  it  was  promptly 
reduced  to  writing,  and  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land was  called  to  order.  The  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Washburne,]  as  was  his  duty,  of- 
fered a  resolution  of  expulsion.  That  resolution 
was  brought  to  a  vote  before  the  House,  and 
among  the  yeas,  among  those  from  Indiana  who 
were  in  favor  of  passing  that  resolution,  those 
who  were  in  favor  of  turning  that  traitor  from  out 
this  Hall,  were  Mr.  Dumont,  Mr.  Julian,  and 
Mr.  Ortii. 

Mr,  PENDLETON.   I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 


I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  have 
applied  to  a  member  of  this  House  the  term 
"  traitor."  I  have  desired  an  opportunity  during 
several  occasions  to-day  to  make  a  [ioint  of  order 
upon  gentlemen  who  call  epithets,  and  this  is  the 
first  opportunity  and  fair  occasion  I  have  had  for 
that  purpose.  I  now  call  thegentleman  to  order, 
and  ask  the  Speaker  to  decide  if  such  epithets  are 
in  order. 

Mr.  ORTH.  Yes,  sir;  I  acknowledge  that  I 
called  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Har- 
ris] a  traitor  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  I  say  you  are  a 
liar;  and  you  are  a  coward  if  you  do  not  resent 
that. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  desire  that  the  words 
shall  be  taken  down  at  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  make  the  point  of  order  that, 
under  the  rule,  thegentleman  must  himself  repeat 
the  words  to  which  he  makes  exception. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  will  repeat  them.  I 
ask  the  Clerk  to  take  down  the  word  "traitor." 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  call  the  attention  of  thegen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendueton]  to  a  point  of 
orderinvolved  in  the  proposition  which  was  taken 
yesterday;  that  is,  that  according  to  the  rule  no 
otherperson  shall  have  spoken  between  the  utter- 
ance of  the  words  objected  to  and  the  demand  to 
have  the  words  reduced  to  writing.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  [Mr.  Harris]  has  spoken. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  interrupted  me,  and  was  speaking  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  ORTH.  Before  action  is  taken  on  the  point 
of  order,  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  resolution 
adopted  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  object  to  any  further 
debate  until  the  point  of  order  is  decided. 

Mr.  ORTH.  I  am  not  going  to  debate  it,  but 
I  ask  that  the  resolution  of  the  House  censuring 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  may  be  read. 

Mr  HIGBY.  I  hope  that  thegentleman  from 
Ohio  will  be  allowed  to  take  down  the  words  to 
which  he  takes  exception. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Clerk  will 
read  the  words  objected  to. 

Mr.  ORTH.  Icall  for  the  reading  of  the  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  object.  I  ask  to  have 
the  words  read  that  were  taken  down  at  my  re- 
quest. I  object  to  anything  intervening  until  the 
point  of  order  is  determined. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows,  from  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Orth:  . 

"Among  the  yeas,  those  who  were  In  favor  of  passing  that 
resolution,  those  who  were  in  favor  of  turning  that  traitor 
from  out  this  Hall,  wereMr.  Ddmont,  Mr.  JuLii.N,  andMr. 
Orth." 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
make  the  point  of  order  that  these  words  are  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  ORTH.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  res- 
olution censuring  thegentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  make  the  point  of  order 
that 

The  SPE  A  KER  pro  tempore.  There  is  a  point 
of  order  already  pending. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  A  point  of  order  cannot 
be  made  upon  another  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  We  have  a  right  to  know 
what  is  the  character  of  this  man.  [Calls  to  order 
from  the  Democratic  side  of  the  House.] 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  There  is  a  point 
of  order  already  pending. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Precisely;  and  we  wantthe 
resolution  referring  to  the  member  from  Mary- 
land read.  [Loud  calls  to  order.]  That  resolu- 
tion shows  [vociferous  calls  to  order  from  the 
Democratic  side  of  the  Hall]  what  he  is. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Does  thegentle- 
man from  Ohio  object  to  the  reading  of  the  reso- 
lution ? 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  do,  until  the  point  of 
order  is  decided. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  In  view  of  the 
action  of  the  House  on  Saturday,  the  Chair  will 
overiule  the  point  of  order.  [Applause  and  laugh- 
ter from  the  Republican  side  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  ORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  before  alluding  to 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  resolution,  probably 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Harris] 
thinks  I  ought  to  |)ay  my  respects  to  him  for  his 
attenij)led  insult  on  this  floor  a  few  oiomentsago. 
1  can  only  sny  that  the  foul  elabberingsof  a  selC- 
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convirtofi  and  solf-condemned  sympnthizcr  with 
treason  fall  hannlcss  at  my  feet. 

Now,  Mr.  Spcalcer,  1  hold  in  my  hand  the  res- 
olmioii  wliicli  my  amiable  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Pevuleton-]  would  not  allow  to  be  rend,  and 
which  1  sluxll  read  nspart  of  my  speech.  He  will 
hear  it  from  me  as  he  was  not  willing  to  hear  it 
read  from  the  Clerk's  desk: 

"VVhcrcas  11. m.  Benjamin  G.  H.vuras,  a  meiiihpr  of  the 
House  i)C  Kipreseiitnlivi-s  ot"  the  United  Suites  from  the 
Slate  of  Maryland,  has  on  this  day  used  tlie  roilowine  lan- 
guage, iiaMicly  :  ''I'he  South  asked  you  lo  let  tlicm  live  in 
peaee.  But  no;  you  said  you  would  hriiig  tlieni  into  sub- 
jection. Tliat  i^  not  done  yet;  and  God  Alnii.;;hty  grant 
that  it  never  may  be.  I  hope  you  will  never  subju-iate  ilie 
South.'  And  wliereas  such  laiijuage  is  treikioiiablc  and 
gros.-ly  insulling  lo  ilie  House  :  'J'herefore, 

"  Be  it  resolved,  'I'liat  the  said  Uenjamin  G.  Harris  be 
expelled  from  this  House." 

I  have  already  stated  (hat  on  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution  the  voice  of  Indiana  was  uttered 
here  in  the  affirmative  by  Mr.  Dumont,  Mr.  .Ju- 
lian, and  Mr.  Orth;  my  coileagi»e,  the  honorable 
Speaker,  being  excused  from  voting  by  the  rules 
of  the  House.  You  will  thus  perceive  that  our 
State,  whicli  has  sent  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  men  into  this  war,  a  State  which  is  in 
tnouriiing  for  the  loss  of  ten  thousand  of  her  brave 
sons  slaughtered  by  tlie  rebels,  aStatc  which  lias 
been  represented,  and  gallaiUly,  heroically  rep- 
resented, on  every  battle-field  in  this  accurged  re- 
bellion, has  but  three  votes  in  favor  of  expelling 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  H.\rris]  for 
the  atrocious  and  treasonable  language  he  uttered 
in  this  House. 

In  the  negative  of  the  proposition,  in  favor  of 
retaining  this  foul-moutlied  sympathizer  in  his 
seat,  where  he  insults  our  soldiers,  and  votes,  as 
he  daily  docs,  to  embarrass  our  efforts  and  to 
prolong  the  war,  you  svill  find  the  names  of  Mr. 
Cravens,  Mr.  Harrington,  Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Mc- 
Dowell, and  Mr.VooRiiEEs.  My  colleague  from 
tlie  Fort  Wayne  district  [Mr.  Edgerton]  was 
confined  to  his  room  by  sickness.  It  is  not  for 
mc  nor  for  any  one  to  suppose  how  he  would  have 
voted.  Suffice  it  for  me  and  for  the  people  of  In- 
diana to  know  tliaton  the  part  of  their  Democratic 
Representatives  upon  this  floorthere  is  not  patri- 
otism enough  to  rid  this  House  of  the  presence 
of  such  a  man  as  that;  men,  too,  who  came  here, 
as  I  have  staled,  on  the  direct  issue  that  they 
were  in  favor  of  a  more  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war  than  we  were.  Is  this  the  love  of  my 
Democratic  colleague.s  for  the  soldiers.'  Is  this 
the  manner  in  which  they  desire  to  vigorously 
])roscculc  this  war  when  they  suffered  treason  to 
ue  avowed  and  to  go  unrebuked  upon  this  floor.' 

I  am  willing  to  accept  this  issue.  I  am  willing 
to  go  to  my  State  and  to  ask  the  honest  men  there, 
witiioiit  distinction  of  party,  whether  they  are 
willing  lo  sanction  such  conduct  n.s  this.  If  we 
are  to  sit  here  day  after  day,  and  hour  after  hour, 
to  listen  to  treasonable  uiteranccs,  then  let  us 
withdraw  from  the  tented  field  thesoldier  who  has 
gone  there  that  the  nation  may  live..  If  we  can 
say  amen  to  a  man  who  calls  upon  God,  hoping 
H(!  may  grant  nothing  but  revcr.ses  to  the  Army, 
the  sooner  we  bring  that  Army  from  the  tciilod 
field  the  better  for  us. 

Sir,  if  my  Democratic  colleagues  are  correct,  1 
liave  been  in  the  wrong  in  calling  upon  my  neigh- 
bors and  constituents  to  go  to  the  battle-field.  If 
they  are  right  in  sanctioning  by  their  votes  this 
im[)ious  language,  then  I, and  those  who  act  with 
me,  have  committed  licinou.s  crimes  in  sending 
our  suldicrs  to  the  field,  and  in  aiding  them  to 
crush  this  rebellion. 

I  must  be  pardoned  if  I  exhibit  some  earnest- 
nes.i  on  this  occasion.  1  seldom  pass  along  the 
street.s  of  my  osvn  town  that  I  do  not  meet  the 
maimed  and  crippled  soldier,  or  the  widows  and 
orphans  made  so  by  this  war.  1  have  followed 
on  more  than  one  occasion  my  friends  and  ncigh- 
Ijors  lo  their  last  resting  place — men  who  had  fall- 
en in  tills  waralthe  hands  of  trnitois  with  whom 
thegentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Harris]  sym- 
patiiizes;  and  who  he  nrays  to  God  niny  suc- 
ceed in  tlii.s  rebellion.  1  have  fell  ever  since  this 
Congress  met  there  was  less  patriotism  right  hero 
than  in  almost  any  oilier  place  throtigliout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  I  have  frit  time 
and  ngnin  that  we  who  are  .sent  here  to  repre- 
sent the  loyal  and  patriotic  masses  of  the  coun- 
try, who  are  making  .sacrifices  such  as  no  people 
ever  made  before,  arc  recreant  lo  our  duties  in 
not  crushing  more  speedily  the  traitorous  utter- 


ances of  rebel  sympathizers  in  this  House.     Is  it 
because  we  associate  with  members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  who,  with  a  few  noble  excep- 
tions, are  in  sympathy  with  ireason.'     Ipraythal 
the  words  of  the  poet  may  not  prove   true,  that 
"  Vice  is  a  monster  of  so  tViglitful  mien, 
As,  to  he  hated,  needs  hut  to  be  seen ; 
But  seen  too  oit,  lamiliar  wiih  her  face, 
AVe  first  endure,  ilien  pity,  then  embrace." 

Is  that  our  condition  here.'  Is  it  because  we 
have  been  compelled  to  associate  in  an  official  ca- 
pacity with  men  holding  sentiments  like  those  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  and  the  gentleman 
from  the  second  district  of  Ohio,  whose  case  is 
now  under  consideration  ?  We  have  lost  in  some 
way,  I  fear,  the  mesmeric  influence  of  the  people 
who  sent  us  here  and  wiio  are  for  the  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war  and  the  overthrow  of  this 
rebellion.  To  the  eternal  disgrace  and  sliame  of 
the  Thirty-Eighth  Congress  be  it  said  that  we 
failed  to  secure  a  two-thirds  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion expelling  a  man  who  insulted  the  House, 
who  insulted  the  soldiers,  who  insulted  the  loy- 
alty and  patriotism  of  this  land.  After  this  fail- 
ure to  expel,  my  distinguished  friend  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Schenck]  submitted  a  resolution  of  censure 
in  these  words: 

"  Resohcd/rUnt  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  a  Kepresentative 
from  the  filth  district  of  the  State  of  iNIarylanri.  having 
spoken  words  this  day  in  debate  manifestly  ti;nding  and 
designed  tn  encourage  the  e,\isling  rebellion  and  the  ene- 
mies of  this  Union,  is  declared  to  be  an  unworthy  member 
of  this  House,  and  is  hereby  severely  censured." 

This  resolution  was  adopted  l)y  a  vote  of  ninety- 
three  to  eighteen,  nearly  five  to  one,  including 
every  member  present  on  this  side  of  the  House. 

By  this  vote  the  House  have  declared  what  they 
thought  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Harris.]  It  was  a  solemn  declaration  of  ninety- 
three  sworn  members  of  the  American  Congress 
that  the  gentleman  from  Mary  land,  in  consequence 
of  treasonable  words  .''poken  here,  words  the  ef- 
fect and  design  of  which  were  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  public  enemy,  is  an  unworthy  mem- 
ber of  this  House. 

How  stands  the  record  of  Indiana  on  this  res- 
olutioti.'  Ill  the  affirmative  Messrs.  Dumont, 
Harrington,  Holman,  Julian,  and  Orth.  Two 
of  my  Democratic  colleagues  voting  with  us,  [Mr. 
Harrington  and  Mr.  Holman,]  and  declaring 
by  their  votes  that  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Harris,]  in  consequence  of  his  trea- 
sonable language,  is  "an  unworthy  member  of  this 
House,"  yet  both  gentlemen  voted  that  this  "un- 
worthy member"  should  still  retain  his  scat,  to 
contaminate  with  his  traitorous  presence  this  Hall 
of  American  liberty.  This  action  maybe  recon- 
cilable; if  so,  I  doubt  not  the  loyal  men  of  the 
third  and  fourth  districts  would  be  glad  to  see  the 
process  by  which  it  can  be  reconciled. 

Ill  the  negative  we  find  the  names  of  Mr.  Law 
and  Mr.  Voorhi;es;  the  ri^st  of  the  Democratic 
(telcgatioii  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Cravens  a.nd  Mr. 
McDowell]  having  retired,  for  reasons  best 
known  to  themselves. 

Here,  then,  is  the  record  made  by  the  delega- 
tion from  Indiana;  and  so  far  as  1  am  concerned 
— and  I  think  I  speak  for  rny  colleagues  upon  this 
side  of  the  House — weare  ready,  and  our  people 
arc  ready,  to  meet  the  issue  which  those  gentle- 
men have  tendered  to  us.  If  the  people  of  Indiana 
desire  that  this  war  shall  not  be  prosecuted  any 
further,  if  they  desire  that  the  bjessings  ofHcaven 
shall  no  loiigrr  rcsl  upon  our  arms,  if  they  desire 
thai,  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, her  sons  shall  be  "  welcomed  with  bloody 
hands  to  hospitable  graves,"  why,  in  God's  name, 
let  the  sons  of  Indiana  be  withdrawn  from  all 
along  the  lines  of  our  armies  which  now  stand  as 
a  wall  of  fire  between  yon  and  I  he  rebel  hordes. 

In  ihc  hurry  of  this  debate  I  had  almost  for- 
gotten to  pay  my  respects  lo  the  gentleman  from 
the  Cincinnntr  district,  [Mr.  Pendleton,]  who 
felt  it  his  dttty  to  come  lo  the  rescue  of  his  friend 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  FIarkis,]  and  to  call  mc  to 
order  for  using  the  word  "  traiU)r"  in  speaking  of 
liin  language  on  this  floor.  He  exhibited  a  good 
deal  of  sensitiveness  and  not  a  little  technicality. 
Till!  honorable  gentleman  oecuipyiiig  the  chair, 
[Mr.  Rollins,  ofNew  Hampshire,]  however, very 
proinpily  and  very  properly  deeideil  that  I  had  not 
violated  the  ruli;s  of  the  liouse.  A  .solemn  vote 
has  affixed  upon  the  gcnileman  [Mr.  Hauris]  the 
opinion  of  this  Mouse,  thai  he  had  useij  woriis 
"  manifestly  tending  and  designed  to  encourage 


the  existing  rebellion  and  the  public  enemies  of 
this  nation."  This  amounts  to  treason,  and  in 
speaking  of  it  I  preferred  to  use  the  plain  Anglo- 
Saxon  word  "traitor." 

I  am  in  the  habit — it  is  probably  a  fault  of  mine 
— of  calling  things  by  tlieir  right  names.  When  1 
am  dealing  with  a  man  convicted  of  stealing,  I  call 
him  a  thief;  and  I  prefer,  when  talking  ofa  treason- 
able act,  to  call  it  treason.  It  may  be  a  matter  of 
bad  taste,  it  may  not  suit  the  peculiar  taste  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Pendleton,]  but  it 
suits  me,  and  I  believe  it  will  suit  my  constitu- 
ents. That  gentleman  [Mr.  Pendleton]  was  a 
devoted  follov/er  of  the  lamented  Judge  Douglas, 
and  he  must  pardon  me  if  in  these  discussions  I 
adopt  the  designation  which  that  distinguished 
man  himself  used  in  the  last  speech  of  his  life. 
Speaking  of  this  rebellion,  jMdge  Douglas  said  in 
his  Chicago  speech: 

"  Every  man  must  be  on  the  side  of  the  United  Slates  or 
against  it.  There  can  bo  no  neutrals  in  this  war.  There 
can  be  none  but  patriots  or  traitors." 

Hence,  in  the  language  of  Judge  Douglas,  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Harris]  is  either 
a  patriot  or  a  traitor.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Pendleton]  may  regard  him  a  patriot.  I 
have  already  stated  in  which  category  I  place  him 
and  all  others  who  eiiteriain  his  views. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Voorhees]  has  declaimed 
most  eloquently  in  favor  of  free  speech.  To  him 
and  those  with  whom  he  sympathizes  this  is  a 
somewhat  rccentzeal.  When  throughout  the  slave 
States  for  years  and  years  the  gag  was  constantly 
applied  to  all  who  did  not  fall  down  and  worship 
the  god  of  slavery;  when  northern  men  were 
maltreated,  imprisoned,  murdered  for  the  expres- 
sion of  their  opinions  throughout  the  slave  re- 
gions of  the  country,  this  eloquent  tongue  was 
silent.  When  Sumner  was  murderously  assaulted 
in  the  Senate  Chamber  for  words  spoken  in  de- 
bate, was  any  word  of  rebuke  heard  from  that 
quarter.'  While  Jeff.  Davis  and  his  co-conspira- 
tors arc  trampling  under  foot  the  right  of  free 
speech  and  free  press  it  does  not  in  the  least  dis- 
turb the  equanimity  of  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  or  call  forth  tlicir  indignant  disapproval.  I 
am  for  free  speech,  but  when  it  degenerates  into 
blatant  treason  I  am  for  stopping  it,  and  will  slop^t 
whenever  I  have  the  power  of  doing  it;  nor  will 
I  heed  the  "  constitutional  "appeals  ofgentlemcn, 
when  they  use  "  free  speech"  only  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  that  Constitution.  We  are  living 
in  peculiar  times,  and  aresurrounded  by  peculiar 
circumstances.  The  enemy  is  within  a  few  hours' 
nnarch  ofthis  very  Capitol,  the  ground  on  which 
we  stand  is  threatened  by  his  inroads,  and  weare 
permitted  to  occupy  our  seats  here  simply  be- 
cause a  cordon  of  loyal  bayonets  in  the  hands  of 
a  loyal  and  brave  citizen  soldiery  surrounds  us. 
While  these  soldiers  are  abused  and  vilified  by 
members  on  this  floor  1  caiinol  consent  that  such 
abuse  shall  shield  itself  under  the  specious  guise 
of  free  speech. 

A  man  is  free  to  speak  so  long  as  he  speaks 
for  the  nation;  when  he  speaks  og-amsi  the  nation 
he  shall  not,  wiili  my  consent,  do  so  with  im- 
punity on  this  floor. 

Two  large  armies  now  confront  each  oiher  in 
hostile  array.  One  is  marshaled  tinder  the  time- 
honored  flag  of  the  Republic;"thc  other  Under  the 
rattlesnake  flag  of  secession  and  treason.  If  we 
cannot  legislate  here  as  men  and  as  patriots;  if 
we  cannot  rise  aboVe  the  paliry  biekering.s  of 
party;  if  we  cannot  faithfully  discharge  ilie  high 
and  important  trust  committed  lo  our  hands  in 
this  most  trying  hour  of  our  nation's  history,  in 
God's  name  let  us  adjourn;  let  us  go  to  the  re- 
spective camps  of  these  two  armies;  let  each  select 
the  flag  which  most  nearly  represeiils  his  views 
and  feelings;  enroll  our  names  under  the  chief- 
tain we  most  admire;  and  thus  enrolled,  when 
the  drum  beats  "  lo  arms,"  let  us  say, 
"  Lay  on,  IMacdnlT, 

And  dannied  be  him  that  lirst  cries,  Hold,  enough  !" 

How  often  have  we  been  regaled  with  the  false 
and  unblushing  assertions  that  this  is  an  "abo- 
lition war;"  that  the  men  engaged  in  restorijig 
the  Government,  in  quelling  treason,  and  in  de- 
manding the  just  )iunishment  of  traitors,  are 
"black  llepublicans."  These  charges  can  have  no 
other  efl'ect  (they  may  be  designed  for  this  very 
purpose)  than  to  create  divisions  in  the  North,  to 
array  men  against  each  oilier  on  false  JHsiics  who 
otherwise    would   stand    togcllier,   shoulder    to 


1864. 


THE  CONGliESSlONAL  GLOBE. 


1547 


shoulder,  as  in  the  commencement  of  this  war. 
We  are  told,  and  told  almost  dully,  that  the  Con- 
stitution is  violated  and  the  dearest  rights  of 
tiie  citizen  trodden  under  foot  by  the  "black 
Republicans,"  for  the  sole  pur[)ose  of  abolishing 
slavery;  and  in  this  category  truth  compels,me  to 
assign  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  a 
•prominent,  probably  the  most  prominent  position. 
According  to  his  logic,  men  are  thrust  into  dun- 
geons, into  "American  bastiles,"for  mere  opin- 
ion's .sake.  If  any  error  lias  been  committed  by 
the  Administration  in  this  matter,  that  error  has 
been  on  the  side  of  lenity;  for  my  opinion  is,  if 
ten  of  these  persistent  sympathizers  with  treason 
had  been  incarcerated  where  but  one  has  received 
such  attentions,  it  would  have  been  better  for  the 
country. 

The  lamentations  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cox]  over  the  case  oThis  friend  Vallandig- 
ham  arc  grievous  in  the  extreme:  like  some  one  of 
old,  he  "refuses  to  be  comforted."  It  should  be 
some  consolation  to  him  at  least  that  his  friend 
Vallandigham  in  all  his  troubles  was  in  the  hands 
of  old  Democrats,  Democrats  of  that  good  old 
school  who  love  their  country  too  well  to  see  it 
destroyed  by  traitors.  Vallandigham  wasarrested 
by  ordcrof  a  Democrat,  General  Burnside,  a  loyal 
son  of  Indiana.  He  was  tried  and  convicted  by 
a  court-martial,  almost  every  member  of  which 
was  a  Democrat;  and  that  trial  and  conviction  was 
fully  examined,  revised,  and  confirmed  by  a  Dem- 
ocratic judge,  one  who  received  his  appointment 
at  the  hands  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  who  is  a 
firm  believer  in  the  Jackson  doctrine  of  dealing 
with  traitors.  While  "  waiting  and  watching  over 
the  border,"  he  cannot  say  that  his  banishment 
is  the  work  of  abolitionists. 

JVlr. Speaker,  you  know,  and  the  country  knows, 
that  old  and  true  Democrats  are  found  in  every 
position,  civil  and  military,  batllingforthe  coun- 
■try.  We  have  them  in  the  Cabinet,  on  the  floors 
of  Congress,  at  the  head  of  the  Army,  in  the  ranks 
of  the  soldiers,  in  the  walks  of  private  life,  giving 
their  aid  and  their  support  to  the  Government. 
IMy  friend  from  the  Toledo  district  [Mr.  Ashley] 
calls  my  attention  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood,]  that 
there  can  be  no  such  a  person  as  "a  war  Demo- 
crat." I  am  aware  that  this  remark  was  made 
to-day  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Fernando  Wood,]  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  the 
country  will  mark  that  extraordinary  assertion. 
I  know  it  to  be  untrue,  and  my  colleagues  on  both 
sides  of  this  Chamber  will  bear  me  witness  that 
ill  Indiana  hundreds  and  thousands  of  men  who 
have  been  Democrats  all  their  lives,  up  to  the 
firing  of  the  first  gun  at  FortSumter,  are  now  un- 
conditional supporters  of  the  Government,  and 
these  men,  had  they  been  called  upon  to  vote  on 
the  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Harris,]  would  have  given 
an  emphatic  affiimative  vote.  Sir,  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  copy  of  a  memorial  and  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Indiana  regi- 
ments in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  sent 
to  our  Legislature  during  the  session  of  1863.  I 
will  read  a  portion  of  it: 
"  To  the  General  Jlsscmhly  of  the  State  of  Indiana:- 

"  'I'lifuiidersii^iied  officers  and  soldiers  of  tlie  Indiana  vol- 
unteer rcgiiiiBiil-s,  .^uliiiiitting  vvitli  patriotic  self-denial  to 
tlie  polic'y  vvliicli  denied  us  a  voice  in  the  late  election,  and 
approving  life  wisdom  of  that  featnre  of  onr  Government 
whieli  secures  the  civil  freedom  from  the  influence  of  the 
military  power,  neverthclessdesire  to  participate  in  the  pre- 
liminary conncils  wliich  arc  to  shape  the  popular  ideas  of 
the  .Stale,  and  consi-tjucnily  to  control  ilie  actions  of  its 
itcpreseinative.s  in  the  G<.'Meral  Assembly.  We  speak,  as 
soldiers,  hccause  our  lives  are  staked  upon  tlie  issue  of  the 
present  slrnjgle;  as  citizens,  hecause,  at  no  distant  day, 
tlioseof  us  who  survive  are  to  share  with  you  the  responsi- 
bilities of  citizenship,  and  to  experience,  iji  common  with 
tin;  people  at  home,  the  results  of  your  present  delibera- 
tions." *******  * 

"  In  conclusion,  we  propose  the  following  resolutions  to 
be  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  ami  to  consti- 
tute the  bashs  of  all  those  acts  bearing  upon  the  interests 
involved  in  the  foregoing  address: 

"  I.  Resolved,  That  we  are  unconditionally  and  detcrnj- 
incdly  ill  favor  of  the  Union. 

"•2.  Resotiied,  That  in  order  to  the  preservation  of  the 
Union  we  are  in  favor  of  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war. 

"  .1.  Resoli:cd,  That  we  will  sustain  our  State  and  Federal 
anthoriiies,  with  money  and  supplies,  in  all  their  tflbrts  ti) 
sustain  the  Union  and  prosecute  ihc  war, 

"  4.  Rejoiced,  'J'hal  we  will  discounlenanee  every  faction 
and  inlluence  tending  lo  create  animosities  at  homo,  or  to 
afford  coiiscdalion  and  liop(Mo  our  enemies  in  arms,  and 
that  W(!  will  conp(Mate  only^vvith  those  who  will  stand  by 
llie  Union  ami  .by  those  who  are  fighting  the  battles  of  the 
Union." 


Here  is  the  voice  of  forty  thousand  of  the  brave 
sons  of  Indiana  giving  their  opinion  of  this  war. 
Hundreds  of  these  men  were  always  Democrats; 
and  do  you  suppose  that  if  the  humblest  of  them 
had  been  occupying  a  seat  on  this  floor  last  Sat- 
urday, he  would  have  been  found  voting  with  nfiy 
Democratic  colleagues  to  retain  in  his  seat  a  man 
who  boldly  proclaimed  that  he  hoped  "God  Al- 
mighty would  nevergrantsuccess  to  oursoldiers?" 

But,  sir,  I  have  another  document  here,  signed 
by  some  of  the  most  active  and  prominent  Dem- 
ocrats of  my  State.  My  Democratic  colleagues 
are  familiar  with  the  names  of  Hovey,  Spicely, 
McLean,  McGinnis,  and  Slack,  appended  to  this 
address.  These  are  names  that  will  live  in  his- 
tory when  the  names  of  sympathizers  with  treason 
will  be  remembered  only  with  scorn  and  detesta- 
tion. 
To  the  Democracy  of  Indiana  : 

The  following  stirring  appeal  has  been  addressed  to  the 
Democracy  of  Indiana  by  tlieir  companions  in  arms  in  Ar- 
kansas : 

Having  a  deep  interest  in  the  future  glory  and  welfare  of 
our  country,  and  believing  that  we  occupy  a  position  in 
which  we  can  see  the  effects  of  the  political  struggles  at 
home  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  rebels,  we  deem  it 
to  be  our  duty  to  speak  to  you  openly  and  plainly  in  regard 
to  the  same. 

The  rebels  of  the  South  are  leaning  on  the  northern 
Democracy  lor  support,  and  it  is  unquestionably  true  that 
unjustifiable  opposition  to  the  Administration  is  '-giving 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy."  While  it  is  the  duty  of 
patriots  to  oppose  the  usurpation  of  power,  it  is  alike  tlieir 
duty  to  avoid  captious  criticisms,  that  might  create  the 
very  evils  wliich  they  attempt  to  avoid. 

The  name  of  Democrat,  associated  with  all  that  is  bright 
and  glerious  in  the  history  of  the  past,  is  being  sullied  and 
disgraced  by  demagogues,  who  are  appealing  to  the  lowest 
prejudices  and  passions  of  our  people.  We  have  nothing 
16  expect  from  tlie  South,  and  nothing  to  hope,  without 
their  conc|uest.  They  are  now  using  their  money  freely 
to  subsidize  the  press  and  politicians  of  the  North,  and 
with  what  effect  the  tone  of  some  of  our  journals  and  the 
speeches  of  some  of  our  leaders  too  plainly  and  painfully 
testify. 

We  see,  with  deep  solicitude  and  regret,  that  there  is  an 
undercurrent  in  Indiana  tending  toward  a  coalition  of  the 
Northwest  with  the  South  against  the  eastern  States.  Be 
not  deceived.  Pause,  for  the  love  you  bear  to  your  coun- 
try, and  reflect.  This  movement  is  only  a  rebel  scheme 
in  disguise,  tliat  would  involve  you,  alike  witii  themselves, 
in  the  crime  of  rebellion,  and  bring  to  your  own  hearth- 
stones the  desolation  of  a  French  Revolution.  Separation 
on  either  side,  with  peace  in  the  future,  is  impossible,  and 
we  are  compelled  by  self-interest,  by  every  principle  of 
honor,  and  every  impulse  of  manhood,  to  bring  this  unholy 
contest  to  a  successful  termination. 

"What !'  admit  that  we  are  whipped  ?  That  twenty-three 
milion  northern  men  are  unequal  to  nine  millions  of  the 
South.'  Shame  on  the  State  that  would  entertain  so  dis- 
graceful a  proposition !  Shame  up(m  the  Democrat  who 
would  submit  to  it,  and  raise  his  cowardly  voice  and  claim 
that  he  was  an  Indianian!  He,  and  such  dastards,  with 
tlieir  ofispring,  are  fit  "mud-sills"  upon  which  should  be 
built  the  lordly  structure  of theirsouthern  aristocracy !  And 
with  whom  would  this  unholy  alliance  be  Ibrinod.''  With 
men  who  have  ibrgotten  their  fathers,  their  oaths,  their 
country,  and  their  God;  witlji  guerrillas,  cotton-burners, 
with  those  who  force  every  male  inliabitant  of  the  South 
capable  of  bearing  arms  in  the  field,  though  starving  wives 
and  babes  are  left  behind  !  Men  who  persecute  and  hang, 
or  drive  from  their  lines,  every  man,  woman,  and  child 
who  will  not  fall  down  and  worship  the  southern  god.  And 
yet  free-born  men  of  our  State  will  sympaihize  with  such 
tyrants,  and  dare  even  to  dream  of  coalition!  Indiana's 
proud  and  loyal  legions  number  at  least  seventy  lliousand 
effective  men  in  the  field,  and,  as  with  one  great  heart,  we 
know  they  would  repudiate  all  luiholy  combination  tend- 
ing to  the  dismemberment  of  our  Government. 

In  this  dark  hour  of  our  country's  trial  there  is  but  one 
road  to  success  and  peace,  and  that  is  to  be  as  firmly  united 
for  our  Government  as  the  rebels  are  against  it.  Small  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  amount  to  nothing  in  tliis  grand  strug- 
gle for  a  nation's  existence.  Do  not  place  even  one  straw 
in  the  way,  and  remember  that  every  word  you  speak  to 
encourage  the  South  nerves  the  arm  and  strilies  the  blow 
which  is  aimed  at  the  hearts'  blood  of  our  brothers  and 
kindred. 

ALVIN  P.  MOVF.Y,  Bn>.  Gen. 
WfLLIAM  T.  SPICBLY,  Col.  3ith  Indiana. 
WILLIAM  E.  RlcLEAN,  Col.  43d  Indiana. 
GEORGE  E.  McGlNNIS,  Col.  llth  Indiana. 
JAMES  R.  SLACIC,  Col.  A'ltk  Indiana. 

Helena,  Arkansas,  February  2,  18(33. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  time  is  nearly  exhausted, 
although  the  theme  is  inexhaustible.  1  shall  vote 
for  the  resolution  introduced  by  my  friend  and 
colleague  [Mr.  Colfax]  for  the  expulsion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long.]  The  country 
will  not  only  sustain  but  thank  him  for  this  act. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  resolution  because  I  believe  the 
times  demand  that  this  House  shall  take  a  bold 
and  decided  stand  with  reference  to  these  treason- 
able utteran(;es  in  this  Hall.  1  shall  vote  for  the 
I'esolution  because  if  unrebuked  it  will  lead  to 
demoralization  in  our  Army,  to  divisions,  blood- 
shed, and  riots  all  over  the  land.  1  shall  vote  for 
the  resolution  because  the  member  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Long]  has  declared  in  favor  of  the  recogni- 


tion of  the  so-called  confederacy,  and  hence  is  un- 
worthy of  a  seat  on  this  floor.  Tht  recognition  of 
the  confederacy  is  Ihe  destruction  of  Ihe  United  States, 
and  by  no  vote,  sentiment,  or  act  of  mine  will  this 
ever  receive  my  approbation. 

We  are  told,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  these  gentlemen 
that  they  are  for  peace.  So  are  we  for  peace. 
There  is  not  a  man  on  this  side  of  the  Flouse,  with 
whom  I  have  the  honor  of  acting  on  this  floor, 
who  is  not  likewise  in  favor  of  peace,  but  not 
until  the  rebels  yield  obedience  to  our  laws.  I  am 
in  favor  of  peace,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  not  until  the 
last  armed  rebel  bites  the  dust.  I  am  in  favor  of 
peace,  but  not  until  the  cause  of  this  rebellion 
shall  be  utterly  exterminated,  not  until  the  last 
shackle  shall  fall  from  the  limb  of  the  last  slave. 
I  am  in  favor  of  peace,  but  not  until  that  starry 
flag  of  ours  and  this  Constitution  shall  be  acknowl- 
edged and  obeyed  over  every  inch  of  American 
soil. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  question 
before  the  House  is  whether  one  of  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people  from  the  State  of  Ohio  shall 
be  expelled  from  this  body  for  views  which  he 
entertains,  and  in  support  of  which  he  argued  at 
length  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  It  certainly, 
sir,  is  an  important  question — one  of  great  im- 
portance in  itself,  and  of  grave  importance  to  this 
body  as  a  precedent.  •  It  is  one  which  calls  upon 
us  to  examine  it  with  coolness,  with  firmness,  and 
with  delib'  ration.  The  proposition  to  turn  out 
of  this  Hall  one  of  the  Representatives  sent  here 
by  the  people  to  act  and  speak  for  them  is  one  of 
great  importance  in  reference  to  the  Representa- 
tive himself,  to  the  rights  of  his  constituents,  to 
this  House  as  a  deliBerative  body ,  and  to  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  our  Government  is  based. 

In  the  remarks  which  I  shall  submit,  nothing, 
I  trust,  can  move  or  induce  me  to  indulge  to  any  • 
degree  in  the  bitter  partisan  and  personal  denun- 
ciations which  have  characterized  so  much  of 
the  debate  to-day.  Ls  there  a  person  within  this 
Hall  who,  when  he  remembers  the  condition  of 
our  country,  surrounded  as  it  is  with  dangers 
which  threaten  its  destruction,  when  he  thinks  of 
our  soldiers  iii  the  field,  and  of  our  sorrow-stricken 
and  anxious  people  at  horne,  believes  that  we,  in 
the  council  of  the  nation,  have  done  or  tended  to 
effect  any  good  to  the  country,  or  done  anything 
toward  preserving  that  Union  which  we  profess 
to  love  so  much,  by  the  debate  which  has  oc- 
curred to-day?  I  say  this  not  in  disparagement 
of  any  gentleman  here,  and  in  no  spirit  of  criti- 
cism; I  speak  honestly  that  which  has  pressed 
upon  my  mind  as  I  have  heard  bitter  and  vindic- 
tive epithets  applied  by  one  member  to  another 
in  this  Hall.  1  only  allude  to  it  to  say  that  I  shall 
not  on  this  occasion  allow  myself  to  speak  one 
word  of  like  character  toward  those  from  whom 
I  may  widely  differ.  I  shall  confine  myself  to 
those  questions  which  seem  to  me  to  pertain  prop- 
erly to  the  matter  under  consideration,  staling 
my  views  in  regard  to  the  sentiments  put  forth 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  whom  it  is  proposed 
to  expel,  and  my  reasons  for  the  vote  which  I 
intend  to  give  on  the  resolution  for  his  expulsion. 

In  order  to  obviate  misconception  as  to  the  rea- 
sons for  my  action  on  this  question,  it  is  proper 
that  I  should  state  that  I  differ  entirely  from  the 
member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,]  both  as  to  his 
premises  and  his  conclusions,  as  stated  by  him  in 
the  remarks  he  submitted  to  the  House, and  which 
are  now  under  consideration.  In  this  speech,  as 
reported  in  the  Globe,  he  says: 

"My  first  and  highest  ground  of  opposition  to  its  [the 
war's]  further  prosecution  is  that  it  is  wrong;  itiVin  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  and  of  the  fundamental  principles 
on  which  the  Federal  Union  was  founded." 

He  proceeds  to  give  his  reasonsand  arguments 
for  this  opinion,  citing  various  opinions  of  others 
which  he  claims  sustain  this  position,  and  finally 
says: 

"  I  now  believe  that  there  are  but  two  alternatives,  and 
they  are  eiiher  an  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
the  South  as  an  independent  nation  or  their  complete  siib- 
jugalion  and  extermination  as  a  people,  and  of  these  alter- 
natives 1  prefer  the  Ibrmer." 

If  there  is  no  constitutional  power  in  the  Gov- 
ernment to  prosecute  the  war,  to  suppress  the 
rebellion  and  maintain  the  Union,  then  there  is 
nothing  extraordinary  in  his  being  opposed  to 
its  further  prosecution.  But  I  am  of  the  con- 
ti'nry  opinion.  Inmy  judgment  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment i.s  sovereign  and  supreme  within  its 
constitutional  limits,  or   sphere,   and    the  State 
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government  is  sovcpeio^n  and  supreme  as  to  all 
matters  as  to  which  authority  is  not  granted  by 
the  Constitution  to  the  Federal  Government  or 
prohibited  to  the  States.  The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance 
thereof  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  and  must 
be  obeyed,  notwithstanding  any  State  law  or  con- 
stitution to  the  contrary.  This  is  the  letter  of 
the  Constitution,  and  this  I  understand  to  be  the 
teaching  of  the  founders  of  the  Government. 
The  Federal  Government  has  the  riglit,  and  it  is 
the  sworn  duty  of  those  intrusted  with  its  ad- 
ministration, to  enforce  the  Constitution  and  laws, 
to  suppress  resistance  and  compel  obedience  to 
them  within  the  entire  territory  of  the  United 
States.  If  ten  men  combine  to  resist  and  endeav- 
or to  set  their  authority  at  defiance,  it  is  the 
right  and  duty  of  the  Federal  Government,  under 
and  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  to  sup- 
press the  resistance  of  these  ten  men,  compel  them 
to  obey,  and  punish  tiiem  for  their  disobedience; 
and  it  has  authority  to  use  all  the  force  necessary 
to  effect  this  object.  So,  if  a  million  or  any  other 
number  of  the  citizens  of  one  or  of  several  States 
combine  and  resist  and  seek  to  overthrow  the 
authority  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  the  Federal  Government  has  the 
right  and  it  is  the  duty  of  those  exercising  its 
authority  to  employ  the  requisite  force  to  sup- 
press the  rebellion  and  enforce  obedience.  The 
State  authorities,  or  the  people  of  a  State  act- 
ing by  or  through  the  State  government,  can- 
not by  State  constitution  or  law  shield  one  citizen 
of  the  State  in  setting  the  United  States  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  at  defiance,  or  screen  him  from 
punishment  for  disobeying  them;  nor  can  they 
justify  the  entire  people  of  the  State  in  disobeying 
or  resisting  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
•Federal  Government  or  in  rebellion  against  it, 
because  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof  are  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  and  every  person  within 
the  United  States  is  bound  to  submit  to  and  obey 
them. 

As  to  all  matters  of  government,  all  local  mat- 
ters, over  which  jurisdiction  and  authority  are  not 
granted  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, the  people  of  the  States  and  the  State 
governments  they  form  are  supreme;  the  Federal 
Governmentcannot  rightfully  interfere  with  these, 
because  "  the  powers  not  delegatedto  the  United 
States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively, 
or  to  the  people."  That  is  my  understanding  of  the 
Conslituiion ;  and  as  to  the  rightful  authority  of  the 
Federal  Government  and  thoseadministering  it  to 
suppress  rebellion  against  its  authority,  to  use  the 
power  of  armies  and  navies  to  defend  and  main- 
lain  its  jurisdiction,  I  state  this  my  conviction 
respectfully  toward  those  who  may  differ  from 
me,  but  earnestly  deepened  and  strengthened  as 
it  is  by  all  the  reflections  I  have  been  able  to  be- 
stow upon  a  question  of  so  much  importance  un- 
der the  circumstances  in  which  the  country  has 
been,  for  the  last  few  years,  placed. 

It  is  often  said  in  I'eference  to  the  question  of 
using  armed  force  to  suppress  the  rebellion, 
"  You  have  no  right  to  coerce  States."  Why,  sir, 
the  United  States  has  nothing  to  do  with  coercing 
States.  It  duals  with  individuals  who  resist  the 
Constitution  and  laws.  It  commands  them  to 
suljmit  to  the  law;  if  they  refuse,  it  enforces 
obedience  and  punishes  them  for  disobedience.  In 
doing  this,  nay,  in  using  armed  force  to  sup- 
press those  in  rebellion  against  its  authority,  it 
does  not  intrench  upon  the  rightful  jurisdiction  or 
reserved  rightsof  the  States.  In  doing  this  we  are 
dealing  with  individuals  who  owe  obedience  to 
the  Federal  Government  and  its  laws. 

1  have  said  thus  much  to  show  how  widely  I 
differ  from  those  who  have  doubts  as  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  defend  itself  and  maintain  the  authority  of  (he 
Constitution,  and  thus  preserve  the  Union  by  cm- 
ploying  the  necessary  armed  power  to  suppress 
the  existing  rebellion;  and  I  will  add  that  I  re- 
gard itto  be  my  duty  tosustain  those  in  authority 
in  all  needful  constitutional  measures  to  bring 
those  in  rebellion  to  obedience. 

It  is  often  said,  and  in  my  judgment  it  is  true, 
tliut  the  policy  of  the  Administration,  as  to  the 
mass  of  the  people  in  rebellion,  and  in  carrying 
on  the  war,  is  not  the  true  one  to  speedily  sup- 
press the  rebellion  and  to  defend  and  restore  the 


Union.  Many  of  the  purposes  sought  to  be  ef- 
fected by  the  parly  in  power  in  waging  the  war 
I  entirely  disapprove  of.  I  differ  from  the  Ad- 
ministration as  to  many  of  its  measures, and  very 
much  of  its  policy;  nevertheless  I  do  not  mean  to 
be  placed  in  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  my  country.  For  the  present  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government  has  been,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Constitution,  intrusted  to  the 
party  in  power.  The  President  and  his  chosen 
advisers  can  alone  now  wield  its  powers,  and  they 
and  the  political  party  which  sustains  them  decide 
as  to  policy  and  measures.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  a  citizen  and 
as  a  Representative,  to  give  to  them  the  necessary 
men  and  means  to  defend  and  maintain  the  au- 
thority of  the  Constitution  and  to  put  down  the 
rebellion,  holding  them  responsible  and  account- 
able to  the  people  for  the  use  they  make  of  them. 
If  I  believe  their  policy  or  measures  wrong,  I 
have  the  riglit  to  remonstrate  against  them,  to 
point  out  wherein  they  are  erroneous  or  unau- 
thorized, to  advocate  a  different  policy  or  differ- 
ent measures;  and  I  trust  I  will  never  be  intimi- 
dated from  doing  so  in  a  proper  spirit,  and  on  all 
fitting  occasions,  by  any  denunciation  of  my  acts 
or  imputations  upon  my  motives.  If  I  am,  I  do 
not  deserve  the  liberty  our  institutions  were  in- 
tended to  secure  to  our  citizens,  and  am  not  worthy 
of  a  seat  here  as  a  Representative. 

The  remedy  under  our  form  of  Government  for 
the  misconductof  those  administering  it,  is  by  an 
appeal  to  the  electors,  who  can  displace  them 
and  indicate  the  policy  they  prefer  and  will'liave 
pursued.  The  remedy,  if  theirpolicy  be  wrong, 
is  not  in  withholding  from  those  intrusted  with 
the  administration  the  necessary  means  to  carry 
on  the  Government;  isnotin  afactious  opposition 
or  illegal  resistance  to  them;  but  the  remedy  is 
to  displace  them  at  the  elections.  In  answer  to 
the  argument  that  we  have  no  right  to  carry  on 
this  war  to  put  down  the  rebellion  and  maintain 
the  Union,  my  platform  may  be  stated  in  few 
words.  I  with  every  other  citizen  have  a  right 
to  say  the  Government  founded  upon  the  union 
of  the  States  under  the  Constitution  is  my  Gov- 
ernment; its  preservation  and  perpetuation  is 
essential  to  my  liberty,  peace,  and  prosperity, 
and  to  that  of  my  descendants;  therefore  I  have 
a  right  and  it  is  my  duty  to  defend  it  against 
those  who  seek  to  destroy  it,  whether  they  come 
from  abroad  or  arise  in  our  midst.  When  a 
portion  of  our  own  people  array  themselves  in 
arms,  resist  the  rightful  authority  of  the  consti- 
tuted aiithorities  of  the  Federal  Government, and 
declare  that  the  Union  under  the  Constitution  is 
to  be  severed,  deeply  as  I  regret  the  necessity, 
nevertheless  1  will  stand  with  those  who  are  in 
favor  of  compelling  submission  by  the  use  of  all 
the  armed  force  which  is  required  to  suppress 
resistance,  and  to  restore  the  authority  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws  inade  m  pursuance 
of  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  entertaining  these  views,  I  regard 
it  proper  to  make  a  few  observations  in  reference 
to  remarks  made  this  morning  by  one  of  my  col- 
leagues from  New  York,  [Mr. Fernando  Wood,] 
who  expressed  views  different  from  those  which 
I  have  just  expressed.  I  make  no  complaint  that 
he  holds  the  opinions  which  he  has  expressed  in 
reference  to  this  rebellion;  but  I  have  a"  right  to 
point  out  errors  he  has  fallen  into  as  to  others. 
He  said  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  war  Dem- 
ocrat; that  this  was  a  contradiction  in  terms.  If, 
as  I  understand  him,  he  means  by  this  those  of 
the  Democratic  party  who  hold  that  it  is  the  right 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  sup- 
press by  force  of  arms  those  who  are  now  in 
armed  rebellion  against  its  authority,  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  establishing  an  independent 
confederacy  in  the  southern  States,  and  who  hold 
that  the  Federal  Government  has  by  and  under 
the  Constitution  authority  to  employ  the  neces- 
sary armed  force  to  compel  those  in  rebellion  to 
submit  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  those  administering  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  sustained  in  all  proper  constitu- 
tional measures  and  efforts  to  effect  this  object, 
then  I  certainly  am  a  war  Democrat,  and  I  believe 
the  great  mass  of  the  Democratic  party  are  war 
Democrats. 

In  the  State  of  New  York  that  party,  bv  each 
of  its  State  conventions  held  since  the  rebellion 
broke  out,  has  in  its  declaration  of  princijilcs  de- 


nounced secession,  declared  its  unalterable  attach- 
ment to  the  Union  under  the  Constitution,  and 
that  it  would  sustain  those  in  authority  in  all  con- 
stitutional efforts  to  suppress  the  rebellion  and 
restore  and  preserve  the  Union.  I  do  not  assume 
on  this  floor  or  elsewhere  to  speak  for  that  party. 
It  is  a  bold  and  patriotic  partj',  and  always  at  the 
proper  time  and  by  its  Representatives  selected  * 
for  that  purpose  declares  its  principles  and  indi- 
cates the  policy  which  it  advocates,  and  which  if 
in  power  it  would  pursue.  I  have  simply  stated 
my  own  views  and  the  position  occupied  by  that 
party  in  the  State  of  New  York.  That  party  has, 
I  believe,  contributed  its  full  quota  to  the  Army 
which  has  been  summoned  to  the  field,  and  its 
members  have  not  been  outdone  by  others  in  pri- 
vate or  public  efforts  to  encourage  the  soldier  by 
providing  for  his  family  and  alleviating  the  hard- 
ships which  he  endures.  The  members  of  that 
party  as  a  whole  are,  as  I  believe,  earnestly  and 
determinedly  in  favor  of  preserving  the  Union  of 
these  States  under  the  Constitution.  To  that  end 
and  for  that  purpose  theyare  in  favor  of  employ- 
ing the  necessary  force  to  overthrow  the  military 
power  of  the  so-called  confederate  States,  and  to 
compel  the  people  to  submit  to  the  Constitutiotj 
and  laws.  So  far  as  it  is  necessary,  they  are  in 
favor  of  using  force  to  restore  and  preserve  the 
Union;  but  they  believe  that  wisdom,  statesman- 
ship, and  the  best  interests  of  our  country  re- 
quire that  moderation  and  conciliation  should  be 
superadded  to  the  power  of  the  sword  to  restore 
the  country  to  unity  and  [leace. 

Thegentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. Fernando 
Wood]  says  he  is  for  peace.  I  desire  peace. 
When  we  look  around  and  see  mourning  in  every 
neighborhood,  and  sorrow  and  anxiety  produced 
by  this  unnatural  war  at  almost  every  fireside, 
who  does  not  wish  for  peace.'  But,  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  is  idle  to  talk  of  peace  with  the  Union 
preserved  until  we  have  defeated  the  armies  mar-- 
shaled  to  destroy  it.  It  is  useless  to  talk  of  sending 
commissioners  to  treat  with  the  rebel  authorities 
now,  because  they  have  declared  over  and  over 
again  that  they  will  not  negotiate  except  upon  the 
basis  of  separation,of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
Peace  upon  euch  a  basis  would  be  of  short  dura- 
tion, while  it  would  be  purchased  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  present  Government.  Making  such 
a  peace,  where  is  to  be  the  division  line.''  How 
many  of  the  States,  after  such  a  peace,  will  re- 
main united  under  the  Constitution,  and  how 
long.'  No;  we  must  break  the  military  power  of 
those  engaged  in  this  rebellion  before  we  can  have 
any  peace,  except  as  a  condition  of  separation. 
Are  we  prepared  for  that.'  For  one,  terrible  as 
is  this  war,  lamentable  as  are  its  consequences, 
I  am  not.  In  my  judgment,  the  evils  which  will 
flow  from  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  require 
that  we  should  make  every  effort  to  restore  and 
preserve  it.  Hence,  in  sorrow  rather  than  in  pas- 
sion, I  feel  that  we  cannot  desist  now  from  the 
further  prosecution  of  this  war.  It  should  not 
be  prosecuted  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  any 
peculiar  idea,  or  to  compel  the  people  of  the  South 
to  regulate  their  local  institutions  or  conform 
their  State  constitutions  to  the  ideas  of  the  people 
of  the  northern  Stales.  It  should  be  prosecuted 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  the  author- 
ity of  the  Constitution,  reestablishing  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Federal  Government,  and  restor- 
ing the  Union  of  States  under  the  Constitution; 
and  when  this  is  accomplished  there  should  be 
peace.  This  is  my  opinion.  I  do  notspeak  for 
otlieis;  but  I  believe  it  is  substantially  the  opinion 
of  the  mass  of  the  thoughtful,  patriotic,  and  con- 
servative citizens  of  the  country. 

Sir,  I  ask  pardon  of  the  House  for  occupying 
this  much  of  its  time  in  alluding  to  these  ques- 
tions. But  I  deemed  it  not  improper  to  do  so,  in- 
asmuch as  I  differ  so  widely  from  the  views  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  whoscopin- 
ions  are  under  consideration;  but,  nevertheless, 
shall  vote  against  the  resolution  to  exjiel  him. 
I  trust  that  no  inomber  will  be  awed  by  the  man- 
ifestations which  we  have  seen  and  heard  in  the 
galleries  from  maintaining  the  great  principle  of 
free  speech  and  fearless  debate  in  this  Hall.  Our 
form  of  government,  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  the  character  of  this  body  demand  that  tlie 
Renresentative  should  be  at  liberty  to  proclaim 
and  advocate  here  his  views  on  questions  of  a 
public  character  freely  and  fearlessly,  whether 
ihcy  chance  to  be  popular  or  unpopular.    I  have 
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regretted  to  observe  that  while  this  important 
question  was  under  consideration,  while  we  were 
deliberating  whether  we  should  expel  a  Repre- 
sentative of  the  people  for  expressing  in  respect- 
ful language  his  opinions  on  public  questions  here, 
there  were  American  citizens  in  this  Hall  so  dead 
to  what  is  due  to  the  place  and  to  the  question  as 
to  manifest  in  clamorous  applause  their  approval 
of  the  proposition  for  suppressing  free  debate 
here.  Let  not  the  lessons  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion be  lost  upon  the  American  people.  The 
Chamber  of  Deputies  intended,  doubtless,  at 
the  outset  to  relieve  the  French  people  from  seri- 
ous burdens  and  give  them  a  free  Government. 
But  by  yielding  to  passion  and  popular  clamor  it 
soon  became  nota  deliberative  body  to  guide  and 
control,  but  a  body  to  register  the  decrees  of  the 
excited  populace.  They  gave  neither  freedom  nor 
peace  to  the  French  people,  but  a  despotism  arose 
out  of  the  disorder  which  ensued,  beneath  which 
liberty  was  crushed,  and  the  sons  of  France  were 
dragged  at  the  will  and  to  subserve  the  ambition 
of  one  man  over  Europe,  drenching  it  with  their 
blood,  and  leaving  mourning  in  every  household 
in  France.  Let  us  and  our  people  take  warning 
of  the  danger  of  giving  way  to  passion,  excite- 
ment, and  undue  partisan  feeling  in  times  like 
these.  For  the  sake  of  our  free  system  of  gov- 
ernment, and  that  free  discussion  among  the  peo- 
ple, and  free  debate  in  our  legislative  bodies, 
without  which  our  institutions  and  liberties  can- 
not long  be  maintained,  let  us  disregard  popular 
clamor  and  partisan  feelings  in  deciding  whether 
a  Representative  of  the  people  shall  be  expelled 
for  expressing  here  in  an  orderly  manner  opinions 
upon  public  questions.  Heaven  forbid  that  this 
Government,  under  which  every  citizen  has  been 

Erotected  in  his  rights  and  been  prosperous  and 
appy  until  this  rebellion  broke  out,  should  be 
overthrown,  as  many  a  thoughtful  man  begins  to 
fear  it  may  be  although  his  hope  and  prayer  is 
that  it  may  not;  but  if  that  should  be  its  fate  I 
for  one  desire  to  have  the  consolation  of  having 
decided  every  question  according  to  my  judgment, 
unbiased  by  the  fear  of  unpopularity  on  the  one 
hand  or  the  hope  of  clamorous  applause  on  the 
other. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
the  President's  message  being  under  considera- 
tion, on  an  occasion  when  it  was  entirely  proper 
for  him  to  express  his  views  as  to  the  war,  did 
so.  The  question  is,  have  wearightto  and  shall 
he  be  expelled  for  doing  so.''  I  beg  of  members 
to  recollect  that  we  are  not  to  pass  upon  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  opinions,  or  whether  we  deem 
them  wise  or  patriotic.  Asa  Representative,  and 
honestly  entertaining  them,  had  he  not  a  right  to 
express  them  here?  Had  he  not  a  right  to  try 
to  convince  his  fellow-members  that  his  views 
were  correct  and  that  they  were  wrong.'  If  not, 
then  this  is  not  a  deliberative  body,  and  debate 
here  is  a  farce;  no  opinions  can  be  expressed 
and  maintained  here  unless  they  are  in  accord- 
ance with  the  views  of  the  majority.  A  Repre- 
sentative believes  the  policy  which  the  majority 
is  pursuing  is  destructive  of  the  best  interests  of 
the  people,  that  it  w. 11  lead  to  no  good  result,  and 
here  in  the  council  of  the  nation,  where  it  is  his 
rightand  duty  to  speak,  he  proposes  and  advocates 
a  different  policy.  Conceding  that  he  is  wrong, 
should  he  be  expelled .'  Has  a  majority  or  two 
thirds  of  this  House  a  right  to  expel  him  because 
they  think  his  views  erroneous  or  unpatriotic.'' 
If  so,  what  becomes  of  the  freedom  of  discussion.' 
Where  are  the  rights  of  minorities  here  or  among 
the  people.'  His  erroneous  views  should  be  con- 
troverted by  arguments,  but  we  have  no  right  by 
expelling  to  silence  him  or  to  attempt  to  stifle  the 
voice  of  his  constituents  if  he  speaks  their  senti- 
ments; and  whether  he  does  or  not  is  a  question 
between  him  and  them. 

If  one  citizen  or  a  hundred  send  to  this  body  a 
respectful  petition  i)raying  for  precisely  what  the 
member  [Mr.  Long]  has  argued,  we  are  bound 
to  receive  it.  At  a  former  period,  when  the  coun- 
try was  peaceful  and  happy,  when  there  seemed 
to  be  no  reason  for  talking  of  dissolving  this 
Union  and  no  possible  contingency  to  warrant 
agitation  for  that  purpose»petitions  by  citizens  of 
Massachusetts,  praying  for  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  were  sent  to  Mr.  Adams,  a  Representative 
in  this  body;  he  presented  them  and  moveda  com- 
mittee for  their  consiideiatioH ;  and  when  (b«re  was 


an  attempt  made  to  expel  or  censure  him  those  who 
made  it  were  abashed  and  cowed  by  the  excoria- 
tion which  they  received  as  the  eloquent  old  man 
vindicated  the  right  of  petition  in  the  citizen  and 
the  right  and  duty  of  the  Representative  to  pre- 
sent his  petition  here.  If  a  petition  to  dissolve 
the  Union  then  could  be  presented,  surely  it  may 
be  now;  and  if  the  people  have  a  right  to  present 
a  petition  they  have  a  right  to  send  a  Represent- 
ative liere  to  advocate  their  views  in  proper  terms, 
and  we  have  no  right  to  expel  him  for  doing  so. 

But  without  regard  to  precedents,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples that  underlie  the  Government  and  which 
must  be  recognized  in  this  as  a  deliberative  legis- 
lative body, examine  the  question.  The  country 
is  engaged  in  a  war  to  suppress  a  rebellion.  It  has 
become  a  fearful  war  in  the  destruction  of  life  and 
property.  A  Representative  of  a  portion  of  the 
people  who  are  waging  this  war,  on  a  suitable  oc- 
casion forthe  consideration  of  the  question,  argues 
to  this  body  that  the  war  should  not  be  further 
prosecuted;  that  it  will  not  be  successful  in  re- 
storing the  Union  of  the  States,  and  that  the  in- 
dependence of  the  insurgents  should  be  acknowl- 
edged, and  peace  thus  secured.  We  think  his 
proposition  unwise  and  unpatriotic.  But  the  ques- 
tion is  one  of  the  questions  to  be  decided  by  this 
House.  Every  time  we  vote  supplies  to  maintain 
the  Army  we  decide  in  favor  of  continuing  the 
war  to  put  down  the  rebellion, and  try  to  restore 
and  preserve  the  Union  under  the  Constitution. 
'Is  ihe  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  to  be  ex- 
pelled for  differing  from  the  majority,  or  even  for 
differing  with  every  other  member  on  this  ques- 
tion which  comes  properly  before  us  for  decision.' 
If  so,  it  will  occur  that  in  exciting  times,  in  re- 
gard to  vital  questions  of  public  policy,  the  Rep- 
resentative who  feels  bound  to  advocate  unpop- 
ular views  will  not  be  overborne  by  reason  and 
argument,  but  will  be  expelled  and  thus  silenced. 
You  will  have  no  debate  except  that  which  runs 
in  the  one  groove,  the  majority  silencing  by  mere 
numerical  power  all  who  oppose  them.  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  such  a  state  of  things  in  this  country 
within  or  without  this  House. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain.  We  went  to  war,  the  whole  nation  went 
into  that  war,  in  the  right  spirit,  saying  that  we 
would  carry  it  on  until  Great  Britain  gave  up  the 
claim  she  made  of  taking  our  sailors  from  beneath 
our  flag  because  they  were  born  upon  her  soil. 
We  carried  on  that  war  for  the  purpose  of  forcing 
her  to  acknowledge  that  our  flag  protected  those 
beneath  it.  We  believed,  and  we  had  the  right 
to  believe,  that  it  was  due  to  us  to  carry  on  that 
war  until  our  flag  should  be  respected.  Yet  if  a 
man  had  come  into  this  Hall  and  advanced  the 
argument  that  we  had  better  let  them  take  our 
sailors  from  beneath  our  flag  rather  than  further 
to  carry  on  the  war,  although  such  an  argument 
would  have  been  strongly  against  the  popular 
feeling,  although  the  people  believed  it  to  be  un- 
patriotic and  wrong,  yet  could  you  expel  a  man 
for  arguing  that  which  he  believed  to  be  right? 

During  that  war  1  recollect  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Jeremiah  Mason,  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  sent 
from  New  England  to  the  Congress  then  sitting 
in  this  Capitol.  I  read  a  speech  made  by  him  not 
long  since,  in  which  he  alleged  that  the  then  pro- 
posed conscription  act  was  unconstitutional  and 
tyrannical;  that  he  believed  the  people  would  re- 
sist it,  and  that  they  ought  to  resist  it.  Yet  no- 
body attempted  to  expel  him.  It  might  well  have 
been  claimed  that  this  language  was  seditious, 
especially  in  time  of  war.  i  do  not  refer  to  these 
illustrations  as  precisely  parallel  cases.  I  merely 
refer  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that 
whether  this  Representative  [Mr.  Long]  is  right 
or  wrong,  whether  we  think  him  patriotic  or  oth- 
erwise, whether  we  think  him  one  way  or  the 
other  as  to  loyalty,  the  question  is,  and  the  only 
question  before  us  is,  can  we  expel  a  member 
here  because  he  believes  a  certain  policy  wise  and 
gets  up  in  this  Hall  and  advocates  it' 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  that  shall  come  to  be  the  rule 
of  action  in  representative  bodies  like  this,  then, 
believe  me,  the  reign  of  faction,  clamor, and  dis- 
order will  follow.  Not  that  such  is  the  intention, 
or  that  such  will  be  the  immediate  result,  but  we 
shall  have  stricken  down  that  honest  and  fearless 
discussion  which  is  the  life  of  liberty.  Why,  sir, 
if  the  members  of  this  House  are  to  be  intimi- 
dated for  advocating  a  course  of  policy  which  they 
believe  to  be  rigibt>from  r«ar  of  expulsion  or  from 


fear  of  censure  by  this  body,  then  the  minority 
will  have  surrendered  all  their  rights,  or,  if  they 
do  not,  there  will  be  nothing  but  efforts  to  expel 
them.  I  believe  it  should  be  a  very  remarkable 
case  to  justify  us  in  passing  censure  upon  any 
gentleman  occupying  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  sent 
from  any  constituency  within  a  loyal  Slate,  for 
words  decorously  spoken  expressing  his  opinions 
in  debate.  Although  he  may  express  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  wrong,  what  I  believe  to  be  most  un 
patriotic,  what  1  believe  to  be  against  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  Government,  and  contrary  to  out 
duty  as  Representatives,  I  would  not  censure  him 
for  the  expression  of  such  opinion.  I  would 
rather  bearthe  evil  which  may  result  from  the  ex- 
pression of  improper  sentiments,  than  to  inaugu- 
rate here  the  principle  that  because  two  thirds  of 
us  differ  with  a  Representative  we  will  drive  him 
out  of  the  Hall,  instead  of  arguing  and  voting  him 
down.  That  is  not  the  theory  or  practice  which 
I  have  supposed  wise  to  inaugurate  under  our 
Government.  1  have  supposed  that  as  long  aa 
members  were  debating  subjects  under  consider- 
ation, no  matter  what  views  they  might  express 
as  to  the  policy  of  the  Government,  it  was  not 
wise  or  right  for  us  to  censure  or  expel  them  for 
theexpression  of  erroneous  or  improperopinions. 

The  Constitution  declares  that "  Congress  shall 
make  no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or 
of  the  press."  If  the  opinions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  can  be  expressed  or  dis- 
cussed anywhere  in  the  country,  they  certainly 
may  be  here.  Can  we  rightfully  prohibit  the  people 
at  home,  far  away  from  the  Army,  where  they 
cannot  create  any  special  injury,  from  express- 
ing the  opinions  expressed  here  by  him?  Cer- 
tainly not.  Upon  what  principle  then  can  we 
expel  him  for  uttering  them  here?  This  is  the  body 
to  decide  upon  questions  of  peace  or  war,  upon 
all  questions  of  public  policy;  and  is  a  Represent- 
ative to  be  expelled  or  punished  by  a  resolution 
of  censure  for  expressing  his  opinions  on  these 
subjects?  Mr.  Lincoln  himself  said  there  must 
be  an  end  of  all  wars;  that  we  could  not  fight  al- 
ways. I  trust  the  time  will  never  come  when  we 
must  surrender  the  hope  of  restoring  and  preserv- 
ing this  Union.  But  unless  we  shall  be  able  to 
bring  this  war  to  a  successful  close  within  a  rea- 
sonable time,  no  man  doubts  that  the  question  of 
having  peace  upon  other  terms  than  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Union  under  the  Constitution  will  have 
to  be  discussed  and  decided.  I  hope  that  by  suc- 
cess in  the  field  and  wisdom  in  our  councils  such 
a  question  will  be  avoided;  that  we  shall  succeed 
in  reestablishing  the  authority  of  the  Constitution 
and  bring  those  in  rebellion  under  its  authority. 
But  I  do  not  believe  it  will  tend  to  that  result  to 
expel  a  member  for  holding  a  different  opinion 
from  ourselves.  I  do  not  think  we  shall  restore 
the  Union  by  occupying  the  time  of  the  House 
in  turning  Representatives  of  the  people  out  of 
this  Hall  for  opinions  expressed  on  a  subject 
under  debate. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Speaker,  since 
a  disposition  has  been  manifested  to  avoid  the 
question  before-  the  House,  I  desire  to  call  your 
attention  to  that  question  before  I  follow  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  in  the  rather  irrelevant 
discussion  in  which  they  have  indulged.  It  is 
not  whether  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  freedom  of  opinion 
is  secured  by  law,  nor  whether  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press  is  the  constitutional  right 
of  the  American  citizen,  but  whether  the  gentle- 
man who  delivered  the  speech  now  in  question 
is  a  fit  and  worthy  member  of  this  House;  not 
whether,  out  of  doors,  in  his  private  capacity,  he 
would  be  entitled  to  entertain  and  asan  individual 
to  express  the  opinions  which  he  has  uttered  here, 
but  whether  as  a  legislator  charged  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  people,  sworn  to  maintain  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  he  has  not  avowed 
a  purpose  inconsistent  with  those  duties,  a  reso- 
lution not  to  maintain  but  to  destroy;  a  determin- 
ation not  to  defend  but  to  yield  up  undefended 
to  the  enemies  of  the  Ur  ited  States  what  he  waa 
sent  here  to  protect.  1  hat  is  the  question,  and 
that  is  the  only  question  which  has  not  been  dis- 
cussed by  the  defendera  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio. 

They  tell  us  words  cannot  be  the  subject  of  ani- 
madversion under  the  rules  of  this  House,  nor 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States !  What 
becomes  of  the  resolution  declaring  the  member 
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from  Maryland  [Mr.  Harris]  to  bean  iiiiworlhy 
member  oCtbis  House,  adojittjiJ  by  tbeir  votes  on 
Saturday?  Wlial  becomes  of  the  solemn  adjuili- 
ration  as  tar  back  as  1842,  when  a  majoriiy  of 
this  Jiouse  asserted  the  right  to  censure  Joshua 
R.  Gi(ldin»s,  not  for  introducing  a  peiilioii  to  dis- 
solve tlie  Union,  but  for  ofiering  resolutions  for 
tlie  consideration  of  this  House  declaring  that 
the  mutineers  of  the  Creole  were  not  responsible 
for  any  criminal  act  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates,  interpreted  by  the  resolution  of  censure 
into  a  justification  of  mutiny  and  murder? 

It  is  the  Judgment  of  this  House,  and  therefore 
not  necessary  to  be  argued  by  me,  that  words  may 
prove  criminality  when  they  reveal  a  criminal 
purjiose;  and,  if  they  are  sufficiently  criminal, 
that  they  may  be  visited  first  by  censure,  and,  if 
they  judge  it  only  an  adequate  punishment,  by 
expulsion  from  the  House.  I  do  not  envy  the 
gentlemen  who  refused  to  expel  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  for  language  uttered  in  the  pres- 
ence of  us  all,  which  they  immediately  after  voted 
to  declare  tended  and  was  designed  to  give  aid 
and  encouiagement  to  the  public  enemies  of  the 
nation,  and  tlierefore  he  was  an  unworthy  mem- 
ber of  the  House.  Sir,  it  would  seem  to  have 
been  the  logical  conclusion  that  if  he  is  an  un- 
worthy member  of  the  House  lie  ought  not  to  be 
sudered  to  remain  in  it,  and  that  gentlemen  who 
so  thought  would  have  so  said  on  the  first  vote  for 
expulsion.  How  gentlemen  will  reconcile  that 
glaring  inconsistency  to  their  constituents,  how 
they  who  have  declared  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land an  unworthy  member  but  that  he  should  re- 
main a  member,  who  asserted  the  right  to  jiunish 
by  inflicting  punishment  but  refused  the  only 
adequate  penalty  for  the  offense  of  which  they 
voted  him  guilty,  will  justify  themselves  in  the 
face  of  their  own  votes,  it  is  for  them  to  consider. 
It  would  be  cruel  to  aggravate  their  embarrass- 
ments by  any  observations.  M  hac  scabie  tene- 
amus  ungues. 

But  it  remains  conceded  by  the  votes  of  our  op- 
ponents that  in  spite  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  spite  of  the  conceded  freedom 
of  ofiinionjin  spite  of  the  conceded  freedom  of 
speech,  words  are  and  may  be  here,  not  out  of 
doors,  but  here  in  this  House,  here  upon  a  sub- 
ject before  the  House  for  consideration,  here  where 
everybody  has  the  right  to  expicsshis  views  upon 
every  measure  before  the  House,  words  arc  and 
have  been  adjudged  by  the  votes  of  our  opponents 
to  be  criminal,  may  be  punished,  and  have  been 
punLshed  within  two  days. 

The  measure  of  judgment  is  a  matter  of  discre- 
tion. The  Constitution  says  that  with  the  con- 
sent of  two  thirds  either  House  may  exjiel  a  mem- 
ber, and  that  means  not  capriciously  but  for  some 
wrong,  for  misconduct,  for  acts,  for  words,  for 
purposes,  for  avowals  inconsistent  with  his  duly 
oil  this  floor,  tending  to  show  that  he  is  not  a  safe 
depositary  of  the  great  powers  of  a  Representa- 
tive; and  the  only  constitutional  criterion  of  what 
is  and  what  is  not  adequate  cause  of  expulsion  is 
the  judgment  of  two  tliiids  of  this  House. 

If  that  be  so,  the  only  further  question  we  have 
to  ask  is,  whether  the  gentleman  fioni  Ohio,  re- 
spectable as  he  is  in  his  firivale  ndations,  respect- 
able as  has  been  his  conduct  in  this  House,  hon- 
estly as  his  convictions  may  be  entertained,  has 
not  placed  himself  beyond  the  \<a.\e  of  that  pro- 
lection  which  this  House  accords  to  freedom  of 
speech,  not  by  speaking  as  he  ought  not  to  have 
spoken,  but  by  avowing  himself  in  favor  of  the 
destruction  of'  the  nation. 

Now,  whatis  the  charge  against  him?  That 
Iiis  judgment  is  that  there  are  but  two  allerna- 
lives:  one,  the  extermination  of  the  enemies  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  the  other. the  destruction 
of  the  United  States  itself,  which  he  puts  in 
the  form  of  a  recognition  of  the  southern  Slates 
asan  independent  Uovernment.  And  not  resiing 
on  that  mere  dc'clarution  of  opinion,  and  the  al- 
teniativc  resiing  in  liisowii  mind,  he  goes  further 
and  SHy.s  that  of  the  two  he  preferred  the  latter. 
Tliiit  means, "  y,  here,  a  Representative,  charged 
and  sworn  to  theexlent  of  my  whole  influence  in 
thelegislution  of  this  House  to  protect  and  main- 
tain ihe  integrity  of  the  nation,  have  come  to  the 
conclusion,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  war,  when  the 
existence  of  the  nation  is  at  stake,  thai,  ratherihan 
exterminate  the  enemies  of  the  nation,  I  will  ex- 
ici-minate  the  nation."  He  proclaims  himself  the 
friend  of  the  enemies  of  the  nation,  and  an  enemy 


himself  of  the  United  Stales.  He  avows  it  his 
purpose  to  destroy  it  at  the  first  opportunity,  to 
the  extentof  his  vote.  The  rebel  chiefs  proclaim 
independence  or  extermination  the  only  alterna- 
tives. The  gentleman  from  Ohiodeclares  exterm- 
ination or  independence  the  only  alternatives. 
The  rebel  chiefs  prefer  the  recognition  of  their 
independence  to  their  extermination.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  avows  himself  for  recognition 
and  against  extermination;  and  recognition  of  the 
southern  confederacy  means  the  dissolution  of 
the  United  States.  The  Constitution  proclaims 
the  perpetuity  of  the  Union;  and  that  Constitu- 
tion recognizes  no  dissolution,  no  end  of  its  exist- 
ence. Sworn  to  maintain  that  Constitution,  he 
now  says:  "  In  violation  of  a  solemn  oath,  in 
spite  of  the  duty  I  am  sent  here  to  discharge, 
rather  than  maintain  it  to  the  extent  of  cxiermin- 
aling  its  enemies,  I  will  destroy  it." 

Now,  that  is  the  case  stated  in  plain  language. 
It  has  not  been  stated  here  before  to-day.  And 
the  question  which  we  are  bound  as  gentlemen 
and  as  legislators  to  determine  is,  whetlier  a  gen- 
tleman, iicknowledged  to  be  respectable,  believed 
to  be  sincere,  entertaining  and  avowing  purposes 
which  do  not  differ  fjom  those  of  the  chief  of  the 
rebel  confederacy,  or  of  the  men  in  armed  airay 
beyond  the  Potomac  bent  on  ejecting  us  from  this 
Hall,  is  the  fit  companion  of  gentlemen  here,  a 
fit  depositary  of  ilia  constituents'  vote, a  safeper- 
son  to  be  intrusted  liere  with  the  secrets  of  the 
United  States,  a  worthy  guardian  of  the  existence 
of  the  Republic.  Are  we  lobe  seriously  told  that 
the  freedoiTi  of  speech  screens  a  traitor  because  he 
puts  his  treasonable  purposes  in  words?  Does 
the  Constitution  secure  the  right  of  our  avowed 
enemies  to  vote  in  this  Hall?  May  a  man  impu- 
dently declare  that  his  purpose  here  is  so  to  vote 
as  to  promote  the  success  of  the  rebellion,  to  em- 
barrass and  paralyze  the  Government  in  its  sup- 
pression, to  secure  its  triumph  and  our  overthrow, 
to  bring  the  armed  enemy  to  Washington,  or  ar- 
rest our  Army  lest  it  exterminate  that  enemy? 
Then  why  do  not  the  congress  at  Richmond  ad- 
journ to  VVa.'^liington,  push  us  from  our  stools, 
and  by  parliamentary  tactics,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, arrest  the  wheels  of  Government?  You 
could  not  expel  them  !  Sir,  that  picture  is  history, 
recent  history.  In  1860  that  side  of  the  House 
swarmed  with  the  avowed  enemiesof  the  Repub- 
lic. One  after  one,  as  their  stars  dropped  from 
the  firmament  of  the  Union,  they  went  out;  some 
with  tears  in  their  eyes  over  the  tniserie.s  they 
were  about  to  inflict;  some  of  tlu-m  wiih  exulta- 
tion over  the  coming  calamities;  some  of  them 
with  contemptuous  lectures  to  the  members  in  the 
Hall;  some  stayed  behind  to  do  the  traitor's  busi- 
ness in  the  disguise  of  honest  legislators  in  both 
Houses  as  long  as  they  dared.  One  disgraced  the 
Senate  for  one  long  session  after  armed  men  were 
soaking  their  native  soil  with  their  blood,  ant> 
now  he  is  in  the  ranks  of  our  enemies. 

Are  we  to  be  told  that  gentlemen,  entertaining 
not  these  opinions  but  these  purposes,  resolved 
to  the  exicnt  of  their  jiowcr  to  paralyze  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  only  limited  in  whal'they  can  do  by 
what  it  may  be  safe  to  do,  must  be  allowed  not 
merely  to  be  members  of  the  House,  but  to  rise  and 
iuKolimtly  fling  in  our  faces  the  avowal  of  their 
enmity,  and  invoke  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  in  order  that  they  may  stab  it  to  the  heart? 
Shall  men  rise  here  and  be  allowed  to  express, 
whether  in  one  form  of  phraseology  or  another, 
as  may  best  aid  the  pul)lic  enemy,  their  tlesire 
for  the  triumph  of  the  rebel  cause,  and  thai,  being 
too  tender-hearted  to  wish  that  the  enemies  of  the 
United  Slates  may  be  exterminated,  they  piefer 
our  I'uin?  And  is  it  to  be  said  that  that  comes 
v.'ithin  the  broad  shield  of  the  freedom  of  public 
opinion,lherightof  debate,  the  freedom  of  s]ieech? 
Why,  sir,  it  is  not  o[)inion  that  we  comjilain  ot". 
It  is  not  liberty  of  speech  that  we  wish  to  restrict. 
On  the  contrary,  1  thank  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Long]  for  his  speech,  for  it  revealed  an  enemy, 
and  an  avowed  is  more  respectaljle  than  a  con- 
cealed foe.  He  is  more  frank  than  lln^  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood,] 
wlio,  with  .similar  sentiments,  conceals  them.  He 
i.s  more  manly  than  that  gentleman  from  New 
York,  who  on  Saturday  rose  before  the  H<)use  with 
a  paper  iji  his  hand,  declaring  it  to  be  lluMdentical 
.sheet  Iroin  which  the  genlleman  fiomOhio  read, 
read  it  flauntingly  in  the  face  of  the  House,  and 
declared  ihat  he  concurred  in  every  word  of  it, 


and  that  if  ihc  House  expelled  tlie  gentleman  fj'om 
Ohio  it  must  expel  him  also,  but  lo-day,  fright- 
ened by  the  explosion  of  the  indignation  of  the 
House  on  the  head  of  the  gentleman  from  Alary- 
land,  was  careful  to  say  that  he  did  not  at  all 
agree  with  the  opinions  for  which  the  genlleman 
from  Ohio  is  called  in  question.  Commend  me, 
sir,  to  an  open  adversary;  I  can  respect  the  one, 
I  cannot  have  so  much  respect  for  the  other.  It 
is  not  for  the  freedom  of  the  avowal,  it  is  the 
entertaining  the  judgment  which  he  does  avow; 
it  is  not  that  he  violated  the  orders  of  the  House, 
it  is  because  he  violates  the  law  of  the  country  for 
his  purpose  to  destroy  it,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  is  arraigned.  We  do  not  punish  him  by 
saying  what  he  did,  we  punish  him  for  mean- 
ing what  he  declares  he  does  mean  to  do.  And 
that  is  what  we  are  called  upon  to  do  by  the  high- 
est considerations  of  public  policy,  the  plainest 
dictates  of  patriotic  duty. 

Oh  !  but  we  are  told  that  it  touches  the  rights 
of  his  constituents.  Let  his  constituents  have  an 
opportunity  to  pass  upon  that,  after  this  declara- 
tion of  purpose.  But  we  must  have  mutual  con- 
sideration for  each  other!  Why,  certainly,  sir. 
But  how  far?  Is  there  no  end  to  patience?  Is 
there  no  avowal  showing  criminal  intent  which 
wisdom  requires  we  should  guard  against  before- 
hand? What  do  you  suppose  would  be  the  fate 
of  a  man  sitting  in  the  capitol  at  Richmond  who 
should  arise  there  and  propose  to  recognize  the 
supremacy  of  the  United  States?  Do  you  sup- 
pose that  the  freedom  of  debate  which  gentlemen 
have  enjoyed  on  this  floor  would  have  been  tol- 
erated, even  if  desired  by  anybody?  Is  it  not 
certain  that  he  would  have  been  expelled,  if  he 
lived  long  enough  for  the  vote  of  expulsion  to  be 
taken?  Suppose  that  in  the  French  Assembly, 
when  the  life  of  France  was  at  stake,  as  the  life 
of  this  nation  is  now  at  stake,  and  when  heroic 
men  were  struggling  to  maintain  it,  some  one  had 
arisen  and  proposed  to  call  back  the  Bourbons, 
and  place  the  reins  of  Government  in  their  hands 
— how  long  would  lie  have  remained  a  member 
of  that  body?  Suppose  that  the  day  before  the 
battle  of  Culloden,  or  the  day  after  the  battle  of 
Preston  Pans,  some  Jacobite  had  arisen  in  the 
House  of  Commons  of  England  and  declared  him- 
self of  the  opinion  that  the  Pretender  could  not  be 
expelled  without  the  extermination  of  the  Jacob- 
ites, and  that  therefore  th(!y  should  place  him  on 
the  throne  of  England!  Do  you  think  the  tradi- 
tional liberty  of  speech  in  England  would  have 
saved  him  from  summary  expulsion  ?  Do  you 
think  there  is  any  law  in  England  that  could  have 
stood  between  him  and,  not  expulsion,  but  death? 
Would  not  the  act  have  been  considered  a  crime, 
and  the  declaration  of  it  in  Parliament  have  been 
consideied  but  an  aggi-avation  of  the  crime,  de- 
manding his  expulsion?  Would  not  the  vote  of 
that  body  have  been  instantaneous,  and  his  exe- 
cution swifter  than  that  vote? 

Are  we  to  be  told  here  that  men  are  to  rise  in 
this  Hall,  where  the  guns  of  the  imjiending  bat- 
tle will'  echo  in  our  ears,  when  we  only  sit  here 
because  we  have  one  hundred  and'fifiy  thousand 
bayonets  between  us  and  the  enemy;  when  Wash- 
ington is  a  great  camp,  the  center  of  ihirty  miles 
of  fortifications  stretching  around  us  for  our  pro- 
tection; arc  we  to  be  told  that  here,  within  this 
citadel  of  the  nation,  an  eiiemj'  may  beckon  with 
his  hand  to  the  armed  foe,  assuring  him  of  fi'iends 
within  the  people's  Hall,  at  the  very  center  of 
power,  and  we  cannot  expel  him? 

Sir,  let  me  say  to  this  House  that  if  it  were  a 
constitutional  right  so  to  speak,  in  my  ju<lgment 
this  is  one  of  those  cases  which  so  far  transcends 
the  ordinary  rules  of  law,  one  of  those  cases 
which  carries  us  so  near  to  the  original  light  of 
self-defense,  one  of  those  caaes  which  appeals  so 
directly  to  tiie  inalienable  right  of  self-protection, 
that  without  law  and  in  spile  of  law  ihe  safely  of 
the  people  requires  his  expulsion,  and  I  would  be 
one  to  do  it.  Hiil,sir,  I  do  not  think  the  Consti- 
tution does  conl'er  llu;  right  so  to  speak.  I  think 
we  arc  within  tlu;  limits  of  wiitten  law  which  the 
wisdom  of  our  forefalhers  gave  us  with  which  to 
jirotect  ourselves  in  every  enrergency,  and  this 
among  others.  And  the  only  question  is  whether 
the  fiairiolism  of  this  House  goes  to  the  extent 
of  two  thirds  of  its  members  to  rid  it  of  the  pres- 
ence of  an  avowed  public  enemy.  That,  and  that 
alone,  is  the  question. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  told  that   this  is  a 
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qiipstion  of  opinion,  [l  may  be  such.  If  it  be, 
il  is  one  of  those  questions  of  opinion  that  no- 
body in  this  country  has  a  right  to  be  on  more 
than  one  side  of.  On  one  side  is  patriotism,  duty, 
and  an  oath.  Oil  tiie  otlier  is  treason,  crime,  and 
perjury.  Is  it  our  duty  for  the  protection  of  a 
man  in  his  opinion  to  allow  him  to  destroy  the 
nation  we  are  trying  to  defend.'  Where,  in  the 
record  of  nations,  do  you  find  an  illustration  of 
that  position  .'  By  what  examples  in  history  do 
you  defend  it.'  By  what  precedent  of  statesman- 
ship ?  The  great  name  of  Chatham  has  often  been 
invoked  in  this  debate,  and  his  words  as  often  mis- 
quoted. The  great  name  of  Chatham  is  invoked 
and  desecrated  to  cover  this  avowal  of  preference 
for  the  enemy  over  the  country.  His  example  is 
wretchedly  misunderstood.  Doubtless  his  voice 
was  lifted  in  warning  tones  againsttaxation  with- 
out our  consent,  and  still  fiercer  against  v/ar  to 
enforce  it.  His  example  might  be  pleaded  for 
moderation  and  respect  for  the  rightsof  our  south- 
ern fellow-citizens;  but  they  have  not  been  vio- 
lated. But  never,  never  to  sanction  a  divis- 
ion of  the  Republic.  His  example  is  the  bitter- 
est reproach  to  those  who  claim  its  protection. 
After  years  of  war  unjustly  begun  and  weakly 
waged,  when  exhausted  England  sank  before  the 
combined  arms  of  America  and  France,  and  the 
Duke  of  R-ichmond  rose  in  the  House  of  Lords 
to  move  for  peace  with  America,  the  patriotic  soul 
of  Chatham  was  stirred  within  him  at  the  thought 
of  the  humiliation  and  division  of  that  empire 
whose  limits  he  had  expanded  and  whose  name 
he  had  decorated;  and,  frail  and  dying,  his  legs 
swathed  in  flannel,  his  crutch  in  his  hand,  he  v/as 
borne  to  the  House  of  Loids  in  the  arms  of  his 
great  son  to  lift  his  last  voice  in  execration  of  the 
folly  which  had  brought  England  to  such  humil- 
iation, and  to  enter  his  dying  protest  against  the 
recognition  of  American  independence,  already 
secured  in  fact  by  the  sword.  His  English  heart 
had  no  fear  of  exterminating  the  enemies  of  Eng- 
land in  the  holy  work  of  m-aintaining  the  integrity, 
of  her  emijire.  Sir,  1  accept  the  example,  and  I 
commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  patriotic 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  I  beg 
them  to  read  a  little  further  than  they  seem  to 
have  done,  the  history  of  this  English  statesman. 
Fieedom  of  ojiinion  !  Surely,  sir,  opinion  is  ihe 
life  of  our  nation.  It  is  the  measure  of  every 
right,  the  guarantee  of  every  privilege,  tlie  pro- 
tection of  every  blessing.  It  is  opiiuDii  which 
creates  our  rulers.  It  is  opinion  that  nerves  or 
palsies  theirarms.  It  is  opinion  which  caslsdown 
the  proud  and  elevates  the  humble.  Its  fluctua- 
tions are  the  rise  and  fall  of  parlies;  its  currents 
bear  the  nation  on  to  prosperity  or  ruin.  Its  free 
play  is  the  condition  of  its  purity.  It  is  like  the 
ocean,  whose  tides  rise  and  fall  day  by  day  at  the 
fickle  bidding  of  the  moon;  yet  it  is  the  great  scien- 
tific level  from  which  every  height  is  measured— 
the  horizon  to  which  astronomers  refer  the  mo- 
tion of  the  stars.  But,  like  the  ocean,  ilhas  depths 
whose  eternal  stillness  is  the  condition  of  its  sta- 
bility. Those  depths  of  opinion  are  not  free,  and 
it  is  they  that  are  touched  by  the  words  which 
have  so  moved  the  House.  Men  must  not  com- 
mit treason  and  say  its  guilt  is  matter  of  opinion 
and  its  punishment  a  violation  of  its  freedom. 
IMen  cannot  swear  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
nation  and  avow  their  intention  to  destroy  it,  and 
cover  that  double  crime  by  the  freedom  of  speech. 
Thai  is  to  break  up  the  fountains  of  the  great 
deep  on  which  all  Government  is  borne,  and  to 
pour  its  flood  in  revolutionary  ruin  over  the  land. 
To  punish  that  is  not  a  violation  of  the  freedom 
of  opinion  or  its  expression.  It  is  to  protect  its 
normal  ebb  and  flow,  its  free  and  healthy  fluctu- 
ations, that  we  desire  to  relieve  it  from  the  oppro- 
brium of  being  confounded  with  the  declarations 
of  treasomiblc  purposes  here  in  ihe  high  and  sol- 
emn assemblage  of  the  Union. 

The  free  expression  of  opinion  !  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  how  the  opinions  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, or  Horace  Greeley,  or  Wendell  Phillips,  or 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  SciiiiNCK,]  or  Mr. 
Chase,  if  truly  qiinlnd,  and  equally  criminal  wilh 
those  now  arraigned,  can  extenuate  their  guilt  or 
shield  iheir  author  from  the  indignation  of  the 
Hou.se.  Their  guilt  is  not  his  innocence.  If  he 
imitated  their  gLiilt,  let  him  follow  their  n^pent- 
ance.  The  time  which  they  have  devoted  to 
atoning  for  error  by  jiatriotic  services  he  has  dcd- 
icutod  to  indurating  iiis  error  und  ticconiplishing 


his  unpatriotic  purposes.  But  I  am  not  con- 
cerned to  vindicate  in  them  what  I  condemn  in 
him.  I  execrate  the  avowal  equally  in  every 
mouth;  and  if  their  jguilt  is  beyond  my  judg- 
ment that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  not. 

lean  well  understand  how  such  examples  may 
serve  to  vindicate  the  Democratic  party  or  to  de- 
lude an  ill-informed  crov/d  and  teach  them  that 
treason  is  error  of  opinion  and  not  a  crime;  but 
they  cannot  be  successfully  urged  here  before  the 
gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
vindicate  the  gentleman  from  Ohio;  nor  even,  sir, 
can  it  vindicate  the  Democratic  parly  from  the 
charge  of  more  sympathy  with  the  enemies  of  the 
country  than  with  the  country  itself.  The  peo- 
ple will  laugh  at  this  attempt  to  impeach  the  loy- 
alty of  the  friends  of  the  Administration.  They 
will  see  in  this  zealous  defense  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  only  another  proof  of  Democratic  sym- 
pathy with  his  views  and  purposes,  hitherto  in- 
variably manifested  wherever  they  have  been  in 
power.  Where  have  they  had  power  that  they 
have  not  exhibited  their  sympathy  with  the  en- 
emies of  the  Republic'  I  admit  there  are  honor- 
able exceptions.  I  admit  there  are  cases  of  honest 
delusion.  I  suppose  there  are  case's  of  uncon- 
scious sympathy.  I  cannot  doubt  the  prevalence 
of  a  criminal  interest  in  the  triumph  of  the  rebels. 
I  shall  not  discriminate  one  from  the  other.  1 
speak  of  the  party  and  its  conduct.  Where,  since 
the  war  broke  out,  from  the  time  that  James  Bu- 
chanan disgraced  the  American  name  by  his  mes- 
sage declaring,  as  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  declare  now,  this  war  is  waged  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  there  is  no  power  to 
coerce  a  sovereign  State,  down  to  this  day,  is  there 
a  Democratic  Governor  or  Legislature  which, 
until  warned  by  the  indignant  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple, has  not  tried  to  embarrass  and  discredit  the 
Government  and  to  give  aid  and  encouragement 
to  its  enemies  .' 

The  disavowals  of  individuals  cannot  extenu- 
ate the  conduct  of  Legislatures  and  Governors. 
The  prudence  or  cunning  of  caucuses  or  Congress- 
men,'since  the  chastisement  of  1863,  cannot  make 
the  people  forget  the  conduct  which  provoked  it. 
Will  they  ever  forget  the  Legislature  of  Indiana 
and  its  votes  on  the  resolutions  for  armistice  and 
peace,  which  swarmed  before  it;  or  the  Legis- 
lature of  Illinois  and  the  bill  to  strip  the  Gov- 
ernor of  his  just  military  authority;  and  the  res- 
olutions for  an  armistice  and  a  convention  at 
Louisville  of  western  and  rebel  States,  to  dictate 
terms  to  the  United  States,  actually  adopted,  I 
think,  by  one  House;  or  the  New  Jersey  Legis- 
lature, which  sent  Wall  of  Fort  Warren  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  was  ready  to  adopt 
peace  resolutions,  but  for  an  accidental  adjourn- 
ment which  enabled  the  members  to  gather  the 
whisperings  of  their  indignant  constituents  .'  How 
have  they  expressed  their  sympathies  on  the  side 
of  the  United  Slates,  unless  by  attempting  to 
array  the  State  authorities  against  the  United 
States,  to  excite  the  prejudices  of  the  people  against 
the  necessary  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus,  to 
represent  the  assertion  of  the  supremacy  of  the 
United  Stales  courts  and  officers  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  United  States  laws  as  invasions  of  the 
rights  of  the  States.'  What  Democralin  Pennsyl- 
vania did  not  vote  for  Woodwaid.'  What  Dem- 
ocrat in  New  York  did  not  vote  for  Horatio  Sey- 
mour.' What  Democrat  in  Connecticut  did  not 
vole  for  Seymour  of  Connecticut.'  What  Dem- 
ocrat-in  Ohio  did  not  vote  for  Vallandigham .'  It 
is  vain  to  attempt  to  conceal  it.  The  iiislory  of 
that  party  during  the  war  proves  the  declaration 
made  on  this  floor  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
a  Democratic  party  for  the  war.  There  is  the 
greatest  variety  of  judgment  at  this  time  from 
those  who,  like  the  gentleman  fi'om  New  York, 
[Mr.  Kernan,]  have  a  love  i'ov  the  Union  and  fail 
when  he  comes  to  vote  on  it,  down  to  those  who, 
like  thegenlleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Harris,] 
glory  in  the  failure  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
Stales  to  conquer  the  Suites  in  rebellion. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Kernan] 
who  last  .'Jijokcjand  whose  earnest  tones  all  must 
have  felt,  declared  himself  ready  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  suppress  the  insurrection,  and  yet  failed 
to  vo*e  for  the  conscription  liill,  the  indispensable 
condition  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  That  is 
the  type  of  the  war  Democrat!  Very  earnest  in 
vague  generalities  for  tiie  war,  equally  earnest  in 
decrying  the  policy  of  tlie  Administration,  but, 


having  exhausted  their  earnestness  on  those  top- 
ics, are  so  unable  on  any  practical  measure  to  tear 
themselves  away  from  party  association,  so  pen- 
eliatcd  wilh  valetudinarian  views  or  perverse 
judgments  on  theConstitulionoflhe  United  States, 
that  their  aid  is  more  embarrassing  tiian  their  op- 
position. 

Mr.  W.J.  ALLEN.  I  ask  to  make  an  inquiry. 
I  want  to  know  what  the  gentleman  charges 
against  the  Illinois  Legislature.' 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  The  gentleman 
must  pardon  me;  I  cannot  yield  now. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  it  be  said  that  a  lime  may  come 
when  the  question  of  recognizing  the  southern 
confederacy  will  have  to  be  answered,  I  admit  it; 
and  il  is  answering  the  strongest  and  the  extreme 
case  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  can  present. 
I  admit  it.  When  a  Democrat  shall  darken  the 
While  House  and  the  land;  when  a  Democratic 
majority  here  shall  proclaim  that  frtiedom  of  speech 
secures  impunity  to  treason  and  declare  recogni- 
tion belter  than  extermination  of  tr'aitors;  when 
McClellan  and  Fitz  John  Porter  shall  have  again 
brought  the  rebel  armies  within  sight  of  Wash- 
ington city  and  the  successor  of  James  Buchanan 
shall  withdraw  our  armies  from  the  unconstitu- 
tional invasion  of  Virginia  to  the  north  of  the  Po- 
tomac; when  exultant  rebels  shall  sweep  over  the 
fortifications  and  their  bomb-shells  siiall  crash 
against  the  dome  of  the  Capitol;  when  thousands  ^ 
throughout  Pensylvania  shall  seek  refuge  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Erie  from  the  rebel  invasion, 
cheered  and  welcomed  by  the  opponents  of  ex- 
termination; when  Vallandigham  shall  be  Gov- 
ernor of  Ohio,  and  Bright  Governor  of  Indiana, 
and  Woodward  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Seymour  Governor  of  Connecticut,  and  Wall  he 
Governor  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  city  sit  in  Seymour's  seat,  and  thus, 
possessed  of  power  over  the  great  center  of  the 
country,  they  shall  do  what  they  attempted  in 
vain  before  in  the  midst  of  rebel  triumphs — to  ar- 
ray the  authorities  of  the  States  against  those  of 
the  United  States;  to  oppose  the  militia  to  the 
Army  of  the  United  States;  to  invoke  the  habeas 
corpus  to  discharge  confined  traitors;  to  deny  to 
the  Government  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  war, 
lest  it  exterminate  its  enemies;  when  the  Demo- 
crats, as  in  the  fall  of  1862,  shall  again,  with  more 
permanent  success,  persuade  the  people  of  tlie 
country  that  the  war  should  not  be  waged  till  the 
integrity  of  the  territory  of  the  Union  is  restored, 
cost  what  il  might,  but  that  such  a  war  violates  the 
spirit  of  free  institutions,  which  those  who  advo- 
cate it  wish  to  overthrow,  it  should  slop,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Democratic  party,  somewhere  this 
side  of  absolute  triumph,  lest  there  be  no  room  for 
a  compromise;  v\?hen  gentlemen  of  that  parly  in 
New  York  shall  again,  as  in  November,  1862, 
hold  illegal  and  criminal  negotiations  with  Lord  '' 
Lyons,  and  avow  their  [lurposcs  to  him,  the  rep- 
resentative of  a  foreign  and  unfriendly  Power,  and 
urge  him  to  arrange  the  time  of  proffering  media- 
tion with  a  view  to  their  possession  of  power  and 
their  preparation  of  the  minds  of  the  people  to 
receive  suggestions  from  abroad;  and  when  me- 
diation shall  appear,  by  the  event,  to  be  the  first 
Step  toward  foreign  intervention,  swiftly  and 
surely  followed  by  foreign  armed  enemies  upon 
our  shores  to  join  the  domestic  enemies;  when 
the  war  in  the  cars  shall  begin,  which  was  men- 
aced at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  and  the 
friends  of  Seymour  shall  make  the  streets  of  New 
York  run  with  blood,  on  the  eve  of  another  Get- 
tysburg less  damaging  to  their  hopes;  when  the 
))eople,  exhausted  by  taxation,  weary  of  sacri- 
fices, drained  of  blood,  betrayed  by  their  rulers, 
deluded  by  demagogues  into  believing  lhat[)eace 
is  the  way  to  union  and  submission  the  path  of 
victory,  shall  throw  down  their  arms  before  the 
advancing  foe;  when  vast  chasms  across  every 
Slate  shall  make  apparent  to  every  eye,  when  too 
late  to  remedy  it,  tliat  divi.sion  from  the  South  is 
inauguration  of  anarchy  at  the  North,  and  that 
peace  without  union  is  the  end  of  ihe  Repul)lic — 
THEN  the  independence  of  the  South  will  be  an 
accom|)lished  fact,  and  gentlemen  may,  with- 
out treason  to  the  dead  Republic,  rise  in  this  mi- 
gratory House,  wherever  it  may  then  be  in  Amer- 
ica, and  declare  themselves  for  recognizing  their 
masters  at  the  South  rather  than  extijrmmaling 
them  !  Until  that  day,  in  the  name  of  the  Amer- 
ican iiulion;  in  the  name  of  every  house  in  the 
land  where  there  is  one  dead  for  tlie  holy  cause; 
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in  the  name  of  those  who  stand  before  us  in  the 
ranks  of  bnitle;  in  the  imnie  of  the  liberty  our 
ancestors  linve  confided  to  us,  1  (b'votu  to  cteriuil 
execration  the  nnme  of  him  whofhail  propose  to 
destroy  tliis  blessed  land  rather  than  its  enemies. 

But  until  that  time  arrive,  it  is  the  judgment  of 
the  American  people  there  shall  be  no  compro- 
mise; thatruin  to  ourselves  or  ruin  to  the  southern 
rebels  are  the  only  alternatives.  It  is  only  by 
resolutions  of  this  kind  that  nations  can  rise  above 
great  dangers  and  overcome  them  in  crises  like 
this.  It  was  only  by  turning  France  into  a  camp, 
resolved  that  Europe  might  exterminate,  but 
should  not  subjugate  her,  that  France  is  the  lead- 
ing empire  of  Europe  to-day.  It  is  by  such  a 
resolve  that  the  American  people  coercing  a  re- 
luctant Government  to  draw  the  sword  and  stake 
the  national  existence  on  the  integrity  of  the  Re- 
public, are  now  anything  but  the  fragments  of  a 
nation  before  the  world,  the  scorn  and  hiss  of 
every  petty  tyrant.  It  is  because  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  rising  to  the  height  of  the  oc- 
casion, dedicated  this  generation  to  the  sword, 
and  pouring  out  the  blood  of  their  children  as  of 
no  account,  and  avowing  before  high  Heaven 
that  there  should  be  no  end  to  tliis  conflict  but 
ruin  absolute  or  absolute  triumph,  that  we  now 
are  what  we  are;  that  the  banne<r  of  the  Republic 
etill  pointing  onward  floats  proudly  in  the  face  of 
the  enemy,  that  vast  regions  are  reduced  to  obe- 
dience to  tlie  laws,  and  that  a  great  host  in  armed 
array  now  presses  with  steady  step  into  the  dark 
regions  of  the  rebellion.  It  is  only  by  the  earnest 
and  abiding  resolution  of  the  people  that  whatever 
Bhall  be  our  fate,  it  shall  be  grand  as  the  Ameri- 
can nation,  worthy  of  that  Republic  which  first 
trod  the  path  of  empire  and  made  no  peace  but 
under  the  banners  of  victory,  that  the  American 
people  will  survive  in  history. 

And  that  will  save  us.  We  shall  succeed  and 
not  fail.  1  have  an  abiding  confidence  in  the  firm- 
ness, the  patience,  the  endurance  of  the  American 
people;  and,  having  resolved  to  stand  in  history 
on  the  great  resolve  to  accept  of  nothing  but  vic- 
tory or  ruin,  victory  is  ours.  And  if  with  such 
heroic  resolve  we  fall,  we  fall  with  honor,  and 
transmit  the  name  of  liberty  committed  to  our 
keeping  untarnished,  to  go  down  to  future  gen- 
erations. The  historian  of  our  decline  and  fall, 
contemplating  the  ruins  of  the  last  great  Repub- 
lic, and  drawing  from  its  fate  lessons  of  wisdom 
on  the  waywardness  of  men,  shall  drop  a  tear  as 
he  records  with  sorrow  the  vain  heroism  of  that 
people  who  dedicated  and  sacrificed  themselves 
to  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  by  their  example  will 
keep  alive  its  worship  in  the  hearts  of  men  till 
liappier  generations  shall  learn   to  walk   in  her 

Eaths.  Yes,  sir,  if  we  must  fall,  let  our  last  hours 
e  stained  by  no  weakness.  If  we  must  fail, 
let  us  stand  amid  the  crash  of  the  falling  Repub- 
lic and  be  buried  in  its  ruins,  so  that  history  may 
take  note  that  men  lived  in  the  middle  of  the 
nineteenth  century  worthy  of  a  better  fate,  but 
chastised  by  God  for  the  sins  of  their  forefathers. 
Let  the  ruins  of  the  Republic  remain  to  testify  to 
the  latest  generations  our  greatness  and  our  hero- 
ism. And  let  Liberty,  crownless  and  childless, 
sit  upon  these  ruins,  crying  aloud  in  a  sad  wail 
to  the  nations  of  the  world,  "I  nursed  and  brought 
up  children,  and  they  have  rebelled  against  mo." 
[Great  applause  on  the  floor  and  in  thegallerii-s.] 
Mr.  FINCK  obtained  the  floor. 
Mr.   WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.     Will  the 

fentlemnn  yield  to  me  for  a  motion  to  adjourn? 
"  No,  never!  never!"  from  the  Democratic  side 
of  the  House.] 

Mr.  FINCK.     I  yield  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.WASHBURNE,ofIllinois,  (at  ten  o'clock, 
p.  m.)      I  move  that  tlie  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
adjourn. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  1  hope  not.  I  hope  that  the 
motion  to  adjourn  will  be  voted  down. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  there  were,  on  a 
division — ayes  49,  noes  74. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  FINCK.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  i.s  not  my  pur- 
pose to  detain  the  House  very  long.  But  ilu-re 
are  some  questions  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  country.  I  do 
not  regard  the  question  of  this  resolution  as  in- 
volving the  approbation  or  disapprobation,  by  the 
House,  of  the  positions  assumed  and  disciiRfied  by 
my  colleague.  IMr.  Lovr..1     it  >•  altogether  a 


different  and  distinct  question  from  that.  1  do 
not  myself,  Mr.  Speaker,  concur,  ns  I  understand 
my  colleague,  in  all  the  views  and  positions  as- 
sumed and  expressed  by  him  last  Friday.  I  am 
to-day,  as  I  have  been  I'rom  the  beginning,  op- 
posed to  secession.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  such 
right  exists  under  our  form  of  Government.  I 
am  to-day,  as  I  have  been  from  the  commence- 
ment of  tliis  unfortunate  difficulty,  opposed  to 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the 
so-called  confederate  Slates.  I  hold  to-day,  as  I 
have  held  from  the  beginning — in  direct  conflict 
with  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  Stevens] — that  these  confederate 
States  are  not  outside  the  Union,  and  do  not  con- 
stitute a  distinct  and  foreign  nation. 

My  colleague  from  the  second  district,  in  a  man- 
ly, open,  frank,  and  candid  manner, stated  distinct- 
ly to  the  House  and  to  the  country,  that  he  but  ex- 
pressed his  own  viewsand  opinions  when  he  spoke 
to  this  House.  I  believe,  sir,  I  know,  that  my  own 
constituents  are  opposed  to  secession,  or  to  a  rec- 
ognition of  the  so-called  confederate  States.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Democracy  of  the  great  Northwest, 
and  the  great  Democratic  party  of  the  country, 
are  not  to-day,  and  have  not  been  from  the  be- 
ginning, in  favor  of  the  recognition  of  the  con- 
federate States.  And  although  I  believe  that  this 
unfortunate  war  could  have  been  avoided  by  fair, 
just,  and  honorable  compromises  between  tlie  two 
sections  of  the  country;  that  the  only  obstacle 
which  prevented  that  compromise  came  from  the 
Republican  members  of  Congress;  and  that  to 
them  is  to  be  charged  the  defeat  of  the  compro- 
mises offered  by  the  lamented  statesman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crittenden,)  yet,  sir,  great 
armies  are  in  the  field;  they  now  confront  each 
other,  and  we  are  on  the  eve  of  terrible  battles, 
and  I  trust  that  whenever  these  battles  do  take 
place,  the  armies  of  the  North  shall  be  successful , 
and  that  the  old  flag  may  be  carried  in  victory 
wherever  it  goes.  But,  sir,  candor  and  frankness 
require  me  to  state,  that  I  do  not  believe — and  I 
declare  it  before  Heaven  and  the  country— that 
force  alone  can  preserve  the  Union  or  restore 
those  States;  that  to  the  sword  must  be  added 
conciliation — to  the  sword  must  be  added  prudent 
and  wise  statesmanship,  alas!  such  statesmanship 
as  has  not  yet  been  exhibited  by  this  Adminis- 
tration. The  people  of  this  country  require  the 
inauguration  of  a  system  of  conciliation  by  which 
both  peace  and  the  Union  may  be  restored. 

Sir,  I  have  stated  that  the  question  under  de- 
bate is  not  the  question  as  1  understood  it  to  have 
been  stated  by  my  colleague  from  the  nineteenth 
district  theother  day,  [Mr.  Garfield,]  that  those 
who  vote  against  the  resolution  for  expulsion 
vote  to  indorse  the  views  and  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Long.]  That  is 
loo  narrow  and  restricted  a  position  to  be  assumed 
on  this  resolution.  This  view  would  sink  the 
question  far  below  its  true  dignity  and  signifi- 
cance. It  involves  considerations  very  different 
from  that.  It  involves  a  principle,  Mr.  Speaker, 
which  lies  at  the  very  base  of  our  institutions. 
It  is  a  question  whether  the  people's  representa- 
tives in  this  Hall  have  the  right  to  discuss,  un- 
trammeled,  all  the  public  measures  that  are  the 
subject  of  legitimate  discussion.  That  is  it,  noth- 
ing less,  nothing  more. 

Arc  we  to  be  told,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  grave 
questions  of  peace  and  war  cannot  be  discussed 
here''  What  questions,  I  ask,  are  of  greater  im- 
portance to  the  people  than  questions  of  peace 
and  war.'  There  is  nothing  which  so  deeply  affects 
aGovernmentas  the  questions  of  peace  or  vi'ar,and 
especially  in  this  House  where  we  are  called  upon 
day  after  day  to  vote  ujion  questions  relating  to 
this  war  and  to  the  policy  of  the  Administration,  is 
it  most  important  that  the  broadest  liberty  and 
freedom  of  debate  should  be  awarded  to  every 
member  upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  day  when  this  great  right  of 
the  people  shall  be  stricken  down  in  this  Hall  will 
be  one  of  the  saddest  days  in  American  history. 
Why,  sir,  there  is  something  most  strange  in  the 
conduct  of  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House  in  relation  to  this  question.  On  last  Fri- 
day, when  my  colleague  [Mr.  Long]  was  pro- 
ceeding with  his  S|)cecli,  the  hour  expired,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  he  was  allowed  to  go  on  and 
conclude  his  rcmarUn;  and  who,  I  ask  you,  made 
the  motion  to  extend  the  time  ?  Why,  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  the Grtlcnadistrictof  Illi- 


nois, [Mr.WASHBURNE.]  Thatgentleman  sprung 
to  his  feet  to  ask  that  the  time  of  my  colleague 
might  be  extended. 

And,  sir,  the  country  ought  to  know  another 
fact  which  occurred  within  this  Hall,  while  these 
outbursts  of  patriotism  have  been  uttered  and 
sent  abroad  from  the  other  side  of  the  House 
while  they  have  been  boiling  over  with  patriotic 
indignation  at  what  they  are  pleased  to  designate 
as  the  treasonable  sentiments  uttered  by  my  col- 
league. I  find  that  they  have  been  most  liberal  in 
their  subscriptions  for  that  speech.  One  of  my 
colleagues  on  that  side  [Mr.  Ashley]  has  sub- 
scribed for  five  hundred  copies.  The  distin- 
guished gentleman  on  the  Military  Committee 
[Mr.  Garfield]  subscribed  for  one  hundred  cop- 
ies.    Is  not  that  most  strange  and  inconsistent.' 

Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  an  idea  of  this  kind 
— a  little  secret — which  I  think  I  will  speak  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country.  I  rather  suspect  that, 
mixed  up  with  all  this  patriotic  Fourth  of  Julydec- 
laiTiation  on  ilie  other  side  of  the  House,  there  is 
an  undercurrent  of  partisan  feeling  and  purpose. 
Do  not  you  think  so,  sir.'  Why,  sir,  when'my 
colleague  from  the  nineteenth  district  [Mr.  Gar- 
field] arose  and  called  for  a  white  flag  to  be 
brought  down  the  aisle  and  placed  between  him- 
self and  my  colleague  from  the  second  district, I 
did  not  know  but  that  some  grand  tragedy  was 
about  to  be  enacted.  I  thought  so  when  he  quoted 
Milton's  Paradise  Lost;  but  when  I  learned  he 
had  subscribed  so  liberally  for  that  speech,  my 
apprehensions  of  a  tragedy  vanished. 

If  that  speech  gives  aid  and  comfort  to  the  en- 
emy, why  do  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  give  so  much  aid  and  comfort  to  the  speech.' 
1  wan>t  the  country  to  know  and  understand  these 
facts. 

Well,  sir,  I  want  the  country  to  know  another 
thing.  During  the  last  Congress,  on  the  2ft\\  day 
of  January,  1863,  while  armies  were  confronting 
each  other,  maintaining  about  the  same  relative 
•  positioo  as  now,  our  brothers,  our  sons,  our 
friends  were  in  the  Army  of  the  North,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  opposing  army  was  then  nearer  the  cap- 
ital than  it  is  to-day,  and  what  was  the  scene 
which  was  then  witnessed  in  this  House.'  A  gen- 
tleman upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  rose  in  his 
place  and  proposed  to  stop  the  war  at  once  and 
to  recognize  the  independence  of  the  confederate 
States.  Was  there  any  indignation  upon  the 
other  side  of  the  House  on  that  occasion?  Yet 
upon  that  day,  as  I  have  said,  a  member  of  this 
body  on  that  side  of  the  House  proposed  delib- 
erately that  this  war  should  terminate  at  once, 
and  that  the  President  should  be  authorized  at 
once  to  open  negotiations  with  the  confederates 
for  the  purpose  of  their  recognition.  Where  is 
the  evidence  of  the  outburst  of  patriotic  indigna- 
tion on  that  occasion?  It  is  perhaps  a  calamity 
that  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Davis]  was  not  here  then  to  have  poured  out 
his  denunciations  upon  the  gentleman  who  made 
that  proposition.  1  wonder,  I  am  surprised,  why 
some  patriotic  gentleman  on  the  other  side  did  not 
arise  in  his  place  and  ask  for  the  immediate  ex- 
pulsion of  the  gentleman  from  Kansas,  (Mr.  Con- 
way.) Wh)',  sir,  were  not  these  speeches — par- 
tisan speeches,  unworthy  of  a  deliberative  assem- 
bly— made  then?  Now,  what  did  Mr.  Conway 
say  and  propose  in  thats[ieecli  of  the  27th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1863.  I  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  while 
I  quote  from  that  speech.     He  says: 

'•  Nevertlicless  I  cannot  refrain  from  exiiressing  my  In- 
dividual opinion  iJiat  llie  true  policy  ol  the  Nonii  is  to  icrin- 
iiiatf  this  war  at  once.  Thclongcr  its  continuance  iho  worse 
our  situation  hecomes.  Lot  ihc  two  Houses  of  Congress 
adopt  tlic  following  resolutions: 

"  Rcsolred  hythe  Sfnaleand  Houseo/Representalives,  ^'c., 
Tliiit  tlio  Ex<x'utiveb(!,and  he  is  hereby,  retiuesled  (oissuo 
a  Renrr.il  order  to  all  commanders  of  forces  in  the  several 
military  departments  of  the  United  Stales  to  discontinue 
offensive  operations  against  the  enemy,  and  to  act  for  tlia 
future  entirely  on  the  defensive. 

"■Resolved,  'J'hat  tlie  Executive  be,  and  he  Is  hereby, 
further  requested  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  au- 
thorities of  the  confederate  States  with  reference  to  a  cen- 
8ation  of  hostilities  baned  on  the  following  propositions: 
1.  Kecogiiition  of  the  Independence  of  the  coiifederat« 
States,  i.  A  uniform  system  of  duties  upon  imports.  3. 
Free  trade  between  the  two  States.  4.  Free  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  river.  5.  Mutual  adoption  of  the  Monroe 
doctrine." 

There,  sir,  is  a  direct  proposition  for  the  recog- 
nition of  the  independence  of  the  confederate 
States.  Where,  let  me  ask,  were  the  gentlemen 
then  with  their  resolutions  of  expulsion  ?  Is  it  not 
most  strange,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  a  yenr  ago,  while 
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oppoRiiig  armies  were  in  the  field,  while  the  rebel 
fin  cec  uere  nearer  Washington  than  they  are  to- 
(iHV,  n  gentleman  cculd  rise  on  that  side  of  the 
Hou-;c  and  make  a  proposition  stronger  tlian  that 
cf  my  colleague  from  the  second  district,  [Mr. 
Long,]  and  tliere  was  no  outpouring  of  virtuous 
inuignntion  against  him  ?  Where  is  your  record 
ol  (  S|'ulsion  ?  Where  is  your  record  of  censure.^ 
Bui  Mr.  Conway,  abolitionist  as  he  was,  had 
the  manliness  to  say  in  that  speech  that  the  Dem- 
ociatic  party  was  opposed  to  the  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  the  confederate  States.  Let 
nie  quote  further  from  that  speech.     He  says: 

"The  Democrats  will  not,  of  course,  listen  to  separation 
for  an  instant.  Sucli  a  suggestion,  in  llicir  eyes  now,  is 
iroiisoii,  a  proposition  to  dissolve  tlie  Union,  for  which  one 
ou-jht  to  be  hanged. 

"  Tliey  expect  tiie  question  wliether  the  Union  shall  bfi 
restored  by  Ibrce  orconipioinise  to  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple in  the  next  election,  and  upon  that  to  carry  the  coun- 
try. Tliiwr  plan  is  to  oppose  the  Administration  simply  on 
its  anti-slavery  policy.  They  put  in  issue  the  confiscation 
act,  the  Missouri  emancipation  act,  and  the  President's 
proclamation  ofemancipalion.  Tliese  measures  they  pro- 
nounce unconstitutional,  deny  their  validity,  and  every- 
thing done  or  to  be  done  in  pursuance  of  them.  In  addi- 
tion tn  this  they  attack  the  Adjninistration  on  account  of 
Its  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  false  iinprisim- 
mcnt,  corrupiion,  imbecility,  &,c.,and  a  thousand  other  in- 
cidents. But  on  the  war  and  tlie  integrity  of  the  Union 
they  are  like  adamant  itself.  They  claim  to  favor  the  war 
for  the  sake  of  the  Union,  but  to  be  for  compromise  rather 
than  war.  They  say  very  truthfully  that  the  Republicans 
have  tried  force  for  two  years,  and  exhausted  the  country, 
and  upon  this  claim  the  adoption  of  their  method  as  all  that 
is  left  to  be  done." 

I  tell  you,  sir,  the  country,  after  the  exhibi- 
tion which  we  have  in  this  House  to-day,  will  de- 
mand an  answer  to  the  question,  why  did  you  not 
censure  or  expel  Mr.  Conway.'  The  gentleman 
Irom  Indiana,  [Mr.  Colfax,]  who  presides  over 
this  House  witit  so  much  ability,  and  who  moved 
the  pending  resolution  of  expulsion,  was  a  inem- 
ber  of  this  body  when  the  resolutions  which  I 
have  read  were  proposed.  Why  did  he  not  move 
n  vote  of  expulsion  or  censure  on  that  occasion.' 
Does  it  so  iiappen  that  the  present  indignation 
lias  been  aroused  because  my  colleague  from  the 
second  district  does  not  belong  to  the  party  rep- 
resented on  the  other  side  of  the  House.'  I  say 
to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  in  favor  of  "  fair  play,"  and  they  will 
understand  this  matter.  If  an  abolitionist  can 
make  a  proposition  of  recognition,  and  no  rebuke 
is  visited  upon  liim  by  the  otherside  of  the  House, 
I  ask  why  a  man  not  claiming  to  belong  to  that 
side  may  noton  hisown  individual  responsibility 
make  the  same  proposition.'  I  declai-e  it  as  my 
deliberate  opinion  and  conviction  that  no  man  who 
was  in  this  House  one  year  a'go  and  heard  the 
speech  and  propositions  of  Mr.  Conway,  and  did 
not  vote  to  censure  orexpel  him,  can  now  vote  for 
tlie  pendingresolution  without  sooner  or  later  be- 
ing visiied  with  the  withering  indignation  of  a  fair 
and  candid  public  opinion.  We  mayas  well  un- 
derslaiid  at  once  whether  this  is  really  tlie  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  American  Congress.  I 
wish  it  distinctly  understood, so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, humble,  inexperienced  as  I  am,  that  we 
claim  to  be  yourequals  on  this  floor,  nothing  more 
and  nothing  less;  and  if  we  have  the  manhood 
aboutus  to  representourconstiluentsas  weshould, 
we  will  never  yield  up  that  privilege  or  surrender 
any  of  our  rights.  Is  it,  sir,  because  you  happen 
to  have  a  majority  on  this  floor  that  we  are  to  be 
denounced?  Is  it  true,  as  we  are  led  to  under- 
stand from  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  that  the  interests  of  the  country 
are  alone  confided  to  their  care  and  management.' 
Do  you  not  know,  and  it  would  be  well  for  gen- 
tlemen to  lernembcr,  tliat  we  have  as  mucli  in- 
terest in  the  honor,  the  glory,  and  the  prosperity 
of  this  country  as  you  can  possibly  have.'  Do 
ynu  not  know  that  we  represent  a  combined  con- 
stituency, whose  political  opinions  concur  with 
ours,  of  over  one  million  and  a  half  of  voters? 
And,  -sir,  there  is  no  other  million  and  a  half  of 
men  who  have  more  interest,  moral,  social,  polit- 
ical, or  material,  than  they  have  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  this  Union  and  the  maintenance  of  our 
system  of  free  government.     And  we  would  be 
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base  and  recreant  Representatives  of  those  men  if 
we  permitted  you  to  deprive  them  of  representa- 
tion upon  this  floor,  or  in  any  manner  impair  their 
right  to  be  heard  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Democratic  party  is  not  to- 
day, and  has  never  been,  in  favor  of  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union.  Mr.  Conway  had  the  frank- 
ness to  do  what  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  have 
not  done,  to  declare  that  the  Democratic  party 
was  opposed  to  a  dissolution.  But  he  need  not 
have  announced  that  fact.  The  Democratic  party 
is  as  old  as  the  Government  itself,  and  it  is  a  party 
whicli  has  at  all  times  stood  by  the  Constitution 
and  the  Union  of  the  States.  But,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  I  may  exhibit  to  you  the  freedom  of  debate 
which  is  allowed  in  one  of  the  highest  deliberative 
assemblies  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  I  ask  the 
Clerk  to  read  what  I  send  to  the  desk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"  If  it  become  evident  that  the  friends  of  elavery  are 
strong  enough  in  this  country  to  resist  all  reasonable  efforts 
to  subdue  them,  I  shall  act  upon  it.  1  am  not  prepared  to 
ruin  the  country  in  a  vain  effort  to  do  wliatcannot  be  done. 
Shall  this  war  goon  forever.?  Is  this  common  crj'  of  '  the 
last  man  and  the  last  dollar'  poetry,  patriotism;  or  bragga- 
docio.' Should  the  war  go  on  until  the  public  debt  equals 
the  entire  wealth  of  the  country .'  Should  the  whole  cap- 
ital ol'the  people  be  forced  into  Federal  securities,  and  these 
securities  made  the  basis  ofan  irredeemable  papercircula- 
tion  ?  Should  it  go  on  until  misery  broods  over  the  whole 
land  ;  until  tliecivil  authorities  shall  become  impotent,  and 
all  rights  of  person  and  property  stand  at  the  mercy  of  mil- 
itary power.'  Should  it  go  on  until  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  owe  their  |)laces 
here  to  the  bayonet  instead  of  the  baflnt-box;  until  they 
become  as  contemptible  as  the  Rump  Parliament  that  so 
long  enacted  the  bidding  of  military  usurpation  to  the  over- 
throw of  the  English  constitution,  to  be  linally  expelled 
from  place  by  the  powerthey  had  so  basely  served?  Should 
it  go  on  until  corruption  and  fraud,  the  necessary  concom- 
itants of  civil  war,  shall  have  crept  in  to  high  places  and  put 
on  the  garb  of  patriotism  ;  until  officers  become  so  inimer- 
ous  that  official  patronage  may  quarter  one  half  (jf  the  peo- 
ple upon  the  other  half,  and  give  them  the  means  of  per- 
petuating their  own  power.'  Should  it  continue  until. 
exhaustiM,  the  nation  would  welcome  the  coming  of  a 
Cromwell  or  a  Bonaparte,  until  provost  marshals  with  mil- 
itary police  shall  be  stationed  at  every  village  in  the  north- 
ern States,  displacing  the  civil  autlKU'ity,  issuing  orders  for 
governing  people  heretofore  supposed  to  be  able  to  gov- 
ern themselves,  teaching  how  God  shall  be  worshiped, 
prescribing  new  and  strange  offenses,  and  punishing  them 
by  courts-martial.'  Should  it  continue  until  linancial  ruin 
brings  misery,  and  misery  rushes  into  anarchy,  wlicn  no 
hope  but  despotistn  is  left.' 

"  Mr.  President,  a  few  years  more  of  civil  war,  and  the 
outlines  of  this  picture  will  be  seen.  It  cannot  be  other- 
wise. It  is  the  necessary  result  of  a  long  civil  strife.  Peace 
parties  will  spring  up;  the  war  party  will  denounce  them 
as  traitors;  the  publication  of  newspapers  will  be  sup- 
pressed, and  freedom  of  speech  denied  ;  mobs  will  retaliate; 
the  blunders  as  well  us  the  corruptions  of  the  war  party  will 
tend  to  sirengthen  the  convictions  of  ihe  peace  party  ;  the 
period  being  one  of  violence  each  party  appeals  to  violence, 
the  one  to  hold,  the  other  to  obtain  power;  the  ballot-box 
becomes  a  mockery,  a  cheat;  instead  of  proclaiming  the 
voice  of  a  free  people  it  speaks  the  subdued  language  of 
base  subserviency  or  the  bold  tones  of  military  despotism. 

"  Such  is  history.  We  are  not  exempt  from  the  passions 
and  frailtiesthat  wove  this  webofliistory  for  others.  Party 
pride,  blinded  vanity,  may  think  so,  'These  have  driv(m 
many  nations  from  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  to  the  pro- 
foundest  depths  of  tyranny.  To  prevent  this  state  of  things 
we  are  all  interested  ;  one  party  not  more  than  another,  for 
when  it  comes  all  parties  will  suffer  alike.  When  the  Ro- 
man legions  had  subdued  Carthage,  the  enemies  of  Hanni- 
bal, who  in  party  blindness  had  compassed  his  defeat, 
shared  the  same  fate  with  his  friends.  Party  revenge  may 
be  satisfied  when  political  enemies  come  to  grief,  but  this 
is  no  compensation  for  a  ruined  country.  When  anarchy 
comes  we  are  overwhelmed  alike.  The  Girondist  and  the 
Jacobin  followed  each  other  in  rapid  succession  to  theguillo- 
tine.  The  Royalist  and  the  Republican,  the  Presbyterian 
and  the  Leveler,  suffered  alike  when  party  divisions  sacri- 
ficed the  blessings  of  the  Revolution,  and  established  a  des- 
potism for  England  more  loathsome  than  Charles  had  ever 
proposed. 

"In  this  moment  of  danger  let  all  parties  abandon  the 
prejudices  of  the  past,  and  resolve  to  follow  the  dictates  of 
right.  Whatever  establishes  j-ustice  tends  to  restore  the 
Union.  Whatever  perpetuates  wrong  will  continue  to  dis- 
turb our  peace.  Let  us  unite  to  restore  the  Union,  and  if 
that  be  impracticable,  let  us  abandon  the  war." 

Mr.  FINCK.  Now  I  ask  how  much  more 
has  my  colleague  said  than  that?  And  I  ask  this 
House  the  question  who  they  suppose  delivered 
that  speech.  Was  ita  "  copperhead,"  as  we  are 
politely  termed  by  my  colleague,  the  chairman  of 
the  Military  Committee,  [Mr.  Schenck?]  It  was 
a  Senator  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  ad- 
vocating on  last  Thur.sday  the  passage  of  a  joint 
resolution  to  submit  to   the  States  a  proposition 


to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
so  as  to  authorize  Congress  to  prohibit  .slavery 
in  the  States,  and  it  was  no  less  distinguished  a 
Senator  than  the  Senator  from  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, who  is  not  now  acting  with  the  Democracy, 
[Mr.  Henderson.]  Was  he  censured?  I  ask 
whether  he  did  not  discuss  more  fully  the  evil 
consequences  of  the  continuance  of  the  war  than 
was  discussed  by  my  colleague  from  the  second 
district? 

The  distinguished  Senator  discus.sed  the  ques- 
tion ably;  and  can  it  be  possible  that  if  a  gentle- 
man upon  this  floor  believes,  in  his  own  judgment, 
sincerely  and  honestly,  that  recognition  is  the 
best  course  to  be  pursued  by  this  Government,  he 
may  not  so  state  it  to  the  House  and  to  the  coun- 
try? And  while  I  am  opposed  to  recognition,  as 
I  have  already  stated,  yet  I  claim  liere  as  a  right 
that  belongs  to  a  Representative  of  the  people,  that 
my  colleague  had  the  right  as  a  member  on  this 
floor  to  discuss  that  question,  and  to  discuss  it 
without  fear  of  censure  or  expulsion  from  the 
House.  If  we  do  not  agree  with  him  we  have  the 
right  to  meet  his  argument  by  fair  and  manly  ar- 
gumentalso.  We  cannot  all  agree  in  our  opinions 
in  this  House.  But  is  that  any  reason  why 
any  gentleman  should  be  censured  or  expelled? 
Why,  sir,  we  do  not  concur  with  you  on  that 
side  of  the  House  on  many  questions  of  grave 
importance.  If  we  are  wrong  in  our  views, 
I  beg  you  to  use  the  strong  weapons  of  argument 
and  truth  to  convince  us  of  our  error;  and  if  you 
are  wrong  in  your  views — as  I  believe  you  are 
upon  many  questions  of  public  policy — we  will 
endeavor  to  enlighten  you,  although  I  fear  our 
efforts  will  be  unavailing. 

This  is  the  Hall  where  the  people's  represent- 
atives assemble.  Let  them  act  as  become  the 
representatives  of  freemen.  Let  us  discuss  every 
public  measure  in  that  manly  spirit  which  should 
chai'acterize  the  i-epresentatives  of  a  free  people. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis] 
has  appealed  to  public  opinion.  We  also  propose 
to  appeal  to  public  opinion.  We  do  not  believe, 
and  we  are  earnest  in  that  belief,  that  the  policy 
of  this  Administration  can  restore  the  Union. 
We  believe  that  the  policy  of  this  Administration 
is  destructive  of  the  bestinterests  of  this  country. 
We  intend  to  appeal  to  that  public  opinion  to 
which  the  gentleman  has  referred.  We  are  de- 
termined to  resist,  by  every  legitimate  means 
within  our  power,  all  efforts,  let  then:)  come  from 
what  quarter  they  may,  to  break  up  this  Union, 
or  pull  down  the  pillars  of  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  I  repeat  it,  we  expect  to  appeal  to  public 
opinion,  and  at  the  ballot-box  to  see  to  it,  that  this 
Administration  shall  be  turned  out  of  power  and 
men  placed  in  the  powerof  the  Government  who 
will  administer  it  in  obedience  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. That  is  to  be  our  mission  in  appealing  to 
public  opinion.  Sir,  have  you  ever  considered 
the  power  and  the  force  of  public  opinion  ?  Have 
you  ever  read  in  history  how  it  has  branded  with 
disgrace  and  infamy  the  corrupt  and  unfaithful 
public  servant?  Have  you  ever  read  in  history 
how  it  wreathes  the  brow  of  the  faithful  servant 
with  the  plaudits  and  approbation  of  a  grateful 
people  after  he  may  have  been  stricken  down  by 
the  hands  of  power?  Sir,  1  am  willing  to  trust 
to  public  opinion.  Sooner  or  later  it  will  settle 
all  these  questions  right. 

Sir,  if  I  mistake  not  the  signs  of  the  times,  tliis 
public  opinion,  at  the  next  November  election,  wiM 
vindicate  one  of  the  truest,  oneof  the  bestand  ntf- 
blest  men  of  this  country,  who  has  been  most  un- 
gratefully treated  by  this  Administration.  Sir,  we 
intend  to  appeal  to  public  opinion.  Have  you 
ever  witnessed  its  power  and  force?  There  is  no 
man  so  high  as  to  be  above  it,  and  he  must  be  low 
indeed  who  is  beneath  it.  It  penetrates  through 
doors  of  oak  and  bars  of  iron  into  the  secret  cham- 
bers of  kings  and  princes,  where  its  voice,  if  not 
obeyed,  is  at  least  feared  and  respected.  It  whis- 
pers the  words  of  warning  and  admonition  into  the 
ears  of  the  ruler,  who  in  the  silent  watches  of  the 
night  tosses  with  sleefiless  anxiety  on  his  couch, 
to  ponder  upon  its  meaning.     It  is  to  that  seareli- 
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ine  tribunal  of  public  opinion  that  we  intend  to 
present  tliu  acts  of  llu;  Administration  and  of  tilis 
Cong'rcss,  and  1  warn  you  to  beware  of  the  record 
you  make  here.  Let  it  be  such  a  one  as  shall  be 
sanctioned  by  the  Cont;tituiion,  and  you  need  not 
fear  the  ordeal  of  |)ublic  opinion. 

But  on  tills  great  question  of  ilie  rights  and 
duties  of  the  Representative,  1  aslc  to  read  from 
the  same  great  s()eech  which  was  quoted  from 
to-day  by  my  friend  tVom  Indiana,   [Mr.  Voor- 

HEES.] 

In  a  speech  which  Mr.  Webster  delivered  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales  in  1834,  he  thus 
describes  the  duty  of  a  Representative: 

"  But,  sir,  if  the  people  have  a  ri^hl  to  iliscuss  the  official 
conduct  of  the  Executive,  so  have  tlieir  Representatives. 
We  have  been  taught  to  regard  a  Kepreseiitative  of  the 
people  as  a  setitiuel  on  the  watch-tower  of  liberty.  Is  he 
to  be  blind  lliough  visible  (lan','er  a(iproaclies.''  Is  he  to  be 
deaf  though  souinls  of  peril  fill  the  air?  Is  he  to  be  dumb 
while  a  thousand  duties  impel  him  to  raise  the  ery  of 
alarm  .■■  [s  he  not,  rather,  to  catch  the  lionest  whisper 
\vhich  breathes  intention  or  purpose  of  encroachinenl  on 
the  public  liberties,  and  to  give  his  voice  bn'uili  and  utter- 
ance at  the  first  appearance  of  danger?  Is  not  his  eye  to 
traverse  the  whole  horizon  with  the  keen  and  eager  vision 
of  an  unhooded  liawk,  detecting,  through  all  disguises, 
every  enemy  advancing  in  any  i'orm  toward  the  citadel 
which  he  guards? 

"Sir,  this  watchfulness  for  public  liberty,  this  duty  of 
foreseeing  danger  and  proclaiming  it,  this  i)roinptitude  and 
boldness  in  resisting  a  tax  on  the  Constiintion  from  any 
quarter,  this  dei'ense  of  established  landmarks,  this  fearless 
resistance  of  wlfatever  would  transccMid  or  remove  them, 
all  belong  to  the  representative  character,  are  interwoven 
,witli  its  very  nature.  If  deprived  of  Ihem,  an  active,  in- 
'lelligent,  faithlul  agent  of  ihe  people  will  be  converted 
Into  an  uiirosisting  and  passive  instrument  of  power.  A 
representative  body  which  gives  up  these  rights  and  duties 
gives  itself  up.  It  is  a  representative  body  no  longer.  It 
has  Broken  the  tie  between  itself  and  its  constituents,  and 
henceforth  is  fit  only  to  be  regarded  as  an  inert,  self-sacri- 
ficed mass,  from  which  all  appropriate  principle  of  vitality 
has  departed  forever." 

Sir,  this  is  a  right  which  we  cannot,  dare  not 
surrender,  the  right  of  unrestricted,  free  debate  in 
this  Hall  of  the  people's  Representatives.  And 
1  say  again,  the  day  when  that  right  shall  be 
stricken  down  in  this  Hall  will  be  among  the  sad- 
dest days  in  Annerican  history.  We  intend  here, 
as  become  men  having  due  regard  to  the  rights 
of  our  fellow-members  on  this  floor,  on  all  proper 
occasions  within  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  tiis- 
CUS3  all  questions  that  may  pertain  to  the  interests 
of  the  people.  What,  sir,  is  left  to  a  free  people 
when  they  do  not  enjoy  the  right  of  free  speech  and 
the  right  of  being  heard  in  the  halls  of  legislation 
through  their  Representatives.'  Strike  down  that 
great  right,  and  you  have  no  other  left  worth  bat- 
tling for  in  a  free  country.  On  this  subject  [  can- 
not read  anything  so  eloquent,  so  forcible,  and  ."so 
appropriate  as  that  splendid  declaration  made  by 
Daniel  Webster  in  reference  to  the  right  of  free 
speech.     He  says: 

"  It  is  the  ancient  and  undoubted  prerosalive  of  this  peo- 
ple to  canvass  public  measures  an<l  the  merits  of  public  men. 
It  is  a  '  home-bred  right,'  a  fireside  privilege.  It  haili  ever 
been  enjoyed  in  every  house,  cottage,  and  cabin  in  the  na- 
tion. It  is  not  to  be  ilravvn  in  contioversy.  It  is  as  un- 
doubted as  breathing  the  air  or  walking  on  the  earth.  Ite- 
longing  to  private  life  as  a  right,  it  belongs  to  public  life  as 
a  duty,  and  it  is  the  last  duty  which  those  whoso  represent- 
ative I  am  shall  find  metoabandon.  Aiming  at  all  tijnes 
to  be  eonrteousand  liniperate  in  its  use,  except  when  the 
RloilT  ITSELF  IS  QUEsno.MED,  1  .-hall  place  myself  on  the 
exirfmi!  boundary  of  my  right  and  bid  defiance  to  any  arm 
that  would  move  me  from  my  ground. 

'•  This  high  constitutional  privilege  I  shall  defend  and  ex- 
urcise  within  this  House  and  in  ail  places;  in  time  of  peace 
and  at  all  times.  Living  I  shall  assert  it ;  and  should  I  leave 
no  oilier  inheritance  to  my  children,  by  the  blessing  of  God 
I  will  leave  them  the  inheriianeeof  free  principles  and  the 
example  of  a  manly,  independent,  and  eonstiiutional  de- 
fense of  them." 

I  desire  liere  to  say  that  1  most  fully  adopt  these 
noble  scntimenta  of  the  great  defender  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  nnaintenance  of  this  great  right  of 
free  speech  is  the  last  duty  which  those  whose 
Representative  I  am  Nhall  find  me  to  abandon.  I 
honor  that  brave  old  di-fender  of  the  Constitution 
because  lie  uttered  that  language,  which  was  the 
language  of  a  free,  untrammeled  spirit  in  the  dis- 
charge of  a  high  duty. 

I  will  detain  this  House  no  longer.  1  have  Ires- 
passed  already  too  long  on  its  patience.  Sir,  in 
defense  of  the  right  of  my  colleague  to  freely  de- 
bate and  discuss  all  public  questions  without  ex- 
pulsion or  censure,  1  hold  n|)  before  him  and 
against  this  resolution  of  ex[iiilsion,  the  senti- 
tnents  so  eloquently  expressed  by  the  great  Web- 
ster and  the  jiriiiciple-s  of  the  Constitution  of  my 
country.  If  through  these  ho  shall  be  pierced  and 
full,  lie   will    bo   but  a  common   victim   in   this 


House,  where  the  rights  of  the  people  shall  have 
been  slriclfen  down. 

iMr.  DUMONT  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
temporarily  to  the  gentleman  from  West  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Whaley.] 

Mr.  WHALEY.  jVlr.  Speaker,  holding  the 
floor  for  a  few  moments  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  and  not  being  permitted 
to  discuss  this  most  iiriportantqucstion  at  length, 
I  simply  desire  to  repel  the  assertion  made  by 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  New  York, [Mr. 
Fernando  Wooi),]  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
a  war  Democrat.  Coming,  as  I  do,  from  a  new- 
born State,  I  wish  to  say  that  we  have  raised 
twenty  regiments  and  four  batteries  of  artillery 
composed  largely  of  loyal  Democrats — Jackson 
Democrats,  Douglas  Democrats,  who  will  stand 
by  the  Government  and  by  the  Administration. 
1  wish  also  to  reply  to  a  remark  of  the  gentleman 
froin  Ohio,  and  to  ask  him  whether  thei-e  is  a  sin- 
gle gentleman  on'this  side  of  the  House  calling 
himself  a  Democrat  who  has  not  been  elected 
strictly  on  a  war  platform.'  Have  you  not, every 
one  of  you,  been  elected  on  a  war  platfonn.'  If 
you  had  expressed  at  home,  during  the  canvass, 
treasonable  sentiments,  if  you  had  opposed  the 
war,  if  you  had  expressed  to  your  people  such 
treasonable  sentiments  as  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Harris,]  do  you  suppose  your 
constituents,  as  war  Democrats,  would  have  per- 
mitted you  to  come  liere.'     Not  one  of  you. 

Why,  sir,  at  the  very  tiine  thegentleman  from 
Maryland  was  delivering  his  speech,  pouring  out 
his  sentiments  of  treason,  1  was  in  my  seat  read- 
ing a  letter  from  a  patriotic  citizen  of  my  district, 
whose  wife  had  been  murdered  by  guerrillas,  led 
on  by  these  traitors  of  the  southern  confederacy  ! 
Sir,  if  this  is  to  be  the  creed  of  the  Democratic 
party,  I  want  nothing  to  do  with  that  party  in 
future.  If  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  is  to  be  recog- 
nized as  the  leader  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
this  House,  I  do  not  desire  to  be  counted  as  one 
of  his  followers.  What  the  country  wants  now 
is  action  and  not  talk.  Let  us  legislate  for  the 
good  of  the  country.  Let  us  fight  traitors  North 
and  South,  in  the  Army  and  out  of  the  Army.  Let 
us  sustain  the  glorious  Army  that  has  gone  out  to 
fight  the  battles  of  the  country.  Let  us  prose- 
cute this  war  until  the  stai--spangled  banner  shall 
be  waved  upon  every  hill,  in  every  valley,  and 
until  it  shall  dip  its  folds  in  the  waves  of  the  blue 
and  dee|)  Pacific.   [Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  DUMONT.  1  confess,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
I  do  not  rise  to  participate  in  this  discussion  with- 
out trepidation  and  fear.  For  me  to  mingle  in 
discussion  in  connection  with  the  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  upon  this  resolution  seems  to  be  al- 
most presumptuous.  And  if  it  were  not  for  the 
fact  that  1  regard  my  constituents  as  equally  in- 
telligent with  and  as  equally  entitled  to  be  rep- 
resented upon  this  floor  as  the  constituents  of  any 
gentletnan  in  this  House,  I  would  not  undertake 
the  task.  But,  sir,  my  constituents  have  the  right 
to  be  heard  here,  even  though  they  may  be  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  have  a  feeble  representative.  They 
have  just  as  dear  an  intei-estin  this  country  as  the 
constituents  of  any  other  man.  They  have  just 
as  strong  an  interest  in  jireserving  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  country  as  the  constituents  of  the  man 
of  the  mo.'st  exalted  intellect  that  ever  stood  upon 
this  floor.  If  that  Constitution  by  the  conduct 
of  bad  men  is  made  to  bleed  in  every  pore,  they 
suffer  as  much  as  if  they  were  represented  by  a 
Daniel  Webster  or  a  Henry  Clay  or  the  distin- 
guished and  brilliant  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Davis.]  Therefore  it  is  that,  although  I  am 
young  u[)on  this  floor,  and  although  the  older  I 
get  the  more  hesitation  I  have  in  appearing  before 
the  public,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  on  this  occasion, 
and  not  only  my  duty  but  my  privilege,  to  sup- 
erinduce a  few  remarks  upon  the  question  before 
the  House.  Though  the  body  may  bi;  weak  the 
spirit  .should  be  strong.  And  I  should  be  able  to 
stand  erect  like  a  man,  and  with  a  dejjree  of  holy 
boldness,  if  I  may  so  speak,  utter  in  the  language 
of  truth  what  may  be  properly  spoken. 

Sir,  we  cannot  see  into  a  human  heart.  The 
human  heart  is  invisible, and  therefore  ilia,  when 
we  lire  trying  one  of  our  fellow-men,  as  wc  arc 
doing  now — for  although  we  are  a  legislative  body, 
yet  for  this  pur])ose  we  are  acting  judicially — al- 
though, I  say,  we  cannot  see  into  the  heart,  yet, 
while  passing  upon  the  conduct  of  a  fellow-man. 


arraigned  here  upon  a  grave  charge,  it  becomes 
our  duty  to  judge  of  his  conduct  and  his  purposes 
by  those  external  signs  and  tokens  through  which 
alone  one  human  being  can  judgeof  the  intentions 
of  another. 

Now,  suppose  I  were  to  stand  here  and  say- 
there  is  no  God;  that  the  Scriptures,  the  word  of 
divine  truth,  is  a  lie;  that  I  believe  man  has  no 
soul;  that  I  believe  when  he  dies  he  perishes  like 
a  brute;  I  believe  there  is  no  such  thing  as  virtue; 
that  it  is  right  to  steal,  to  commit  rape,  arson, 
perjury, and  murder, and, going  through  the  whole 
catalogue  of  crime,  declare  that  I  believe  that  he 
who  is  most  rampant  in  the  commission  of  these 
crimes  is  entitled  to  the  greatest  consideration, 
would  not  everybody,  instead  of  marching  up  to 
me  and  giving  me  the  hand  of  fellowship,  instead 
ofsayingtome,  "  I  ad  mi  re  your  in  dependence, you 
talk  like  an  honest  man,"  be  more  likely  to  say, 
"  You  do  not  talk  like  an  honest  man;  yougiveevi- 
dence  of  a  wicked,  depraved ,  and  abandoned  heart; 
you  seem  to  stand  before  us  as  a  sample  of  moral 
depravity.'"  That,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  reflection 
which  presents  itself  to  my  humble  mind  and  to 
my  huinlile  intellect  when  J  hear  gentlemen  slath- 
ering the  defendant  all  over  with  their  praise  for 
his  independence,  while  they  condemn  his  words 
and  admit  them  almost  asflagrantand  monstrous 
as  those  I  have  repeated. 

Sir,  I  do  not  understand  any  such  sentiment.  I 
would  just  as  soon  take  a  slimy  reptile  or  a  deadly 
viper  to  my  bosom.  Nevertheless,  sir,  I  entertain 
no  ankind  feelings  toward  this  gentleman  aside 
from  thoseengentlered  by  thcabhorrentsentiinents 
that  he  has  uttered.  I  have  lived  within  twenty 
miles  of  his  residence  much  of  my  life.  My  former 
district  adjoins  his,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
recollects  it  or  not,  that  many  years  ago  we  met  at 
a  little  village  on  the  borders  of  the  two  States, 
but  on  his  side  of  the  line,  as  antagonists  in  a  pro- 
fession then  common  to  us  both.  We  then  parted 
in  kindness  and  friendship,  and  I  have  not  met 
him  since  until  1  met  him  on  this  floor  and  found 
him  on  the  side  of  the  enemy,  battling  against  his 
native  land,  and  attempting  to  trample  underfoot 
the  flag  of  his  native  country,  sympathizing  with 
and  pursuing  a  course  well  calculated  to  give  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

Sir,  I  say  a  man  may  utter  sentiments  in  seem- 
ing sincerity  so  monstrous  and  infamous  as  to 
afford  an  index  to  his  own  soul,  and  to  prove  it 
to  be  wicked,  corrupt,  and  debased.  Such  as  he, 
does  not  inspire  me  with  that  sentiment  of  respect; 
no  matter  how  much  candor  he  may  affect,  no 
matter  how  many  hypocritical  tears  he  may  shed, 
1  do  not  feel  inclined  to  take  him  to  my  arms. 
I  feel  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  [Mr. 
SciiENCK,]  who  was  assailed  for  something  he 
did  during  the  Mexican  war.  He  is  in  the  range 
of  my  vision  and  brings  the  matter  to  my  recol- 
lection. He  was  assailed  for  some  resolutions  he 
olfered  during  the  Mexican  war  in  regard  to  the 
way  in  which  it  should  be  prosecuted.  1  bo  re  a  part 
in  that  war,  as  did  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Cravens,] 
who  fought  gallantly  in  that  struggle.  I  bore  a 
humble  part,  too,  and  he  will  bear  me  witness 
that  the  men  who  were  then  engaged  in  fighting 
for  the  country  were  sensitive  in  reference  to  any 
one  who  gave  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy.  I 
say  now  before  God  that  I  have  no  recollection 
of  any  soldier,  from  the  humblest  in  the  ranks  up 
to  the  major  general,  as  ever  having  arrnigncil 
the  gentleman  from  Oiiio  [Mr,  Schenck]  for  op- 
position to  the  Mexican  war.  1  understood  it  as 
he  understands  it,  that  he  had  his  own  opinions 
in  regard  to  the  way  in  which  the  war  should  be 
piosecuted.  Whether  they  were  the  precise  opin- 
itins  to  be  brought  forwaid  is  not  the  question. 
That  war  was  satisfactorily  terminated  by  the 
noble  efforts  of  the  American  soldiers  who  cur- 
ried the  flag,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  now  floats 
above  you,  through  many  victoriou.s  battle-fields. 
Thank  God,  sir,  that  flag  was  never  during  that 
war  trailed  ifftlominiously  in  the  dust. 

I  witnessed  a  strange  sight  here  on  yesterday. 
I  also  witnessed  a  strange  sight  on  Saturday  last. 
There  is  something  peculiar  in  the  human  intel- 
lect, that  you  cannot  think  of  one  thing  without 
comparing  it  with  another.  What  I  then  wit- 
nessed turned  my  mind  into  thoughts  like  these.  I 
su|)posed  this  a  mountainous  country,  like  Switz 
eiland,  or  the  South  American  States,  or  Mexico; 
and  as  in  all  mountainous  countries  jiiding  places 
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were  atTorded  for  bands  of  robbers  and  acute  pro- 
fessional men  of  that  character,  [laughter,]  I 
supposed  thai  somewhere  in  tiie  neighborhood  of 
Washington  there  was  a  band  presided  over  by 
a  chief,  and  I  supposed  a  thief  were  to  apply  for 
membership  into  the  fraternity,  and  imagined  how 
he  would  go  sibout  it.  That  lie  would  go  out  into 
one  of  their  caves  and  apply  for  admission  into 
the  band  as  one  of  the  robbers.  What  would  be 
the  question  which  the  master  of  ceremonies 
would  propound  to  him  when  he  said,  "  I  want 
to  join  this  band;  1  want  to  unite  my  destinies 
with  yours;  I  want  to  ply  my  professional  avo- 
cation with  you?"  What  would  be  the  ques- 
tions the  chief  would  propound  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  applicant  would  make  a  worthy 
member  and  learn  what  crimes  of  a  deep,  dark, 
and  damning  character  he  had  committed?  Why, 
sir,  he  would  ask,  "  What  crime  have  you  com- 
niitted?  How  many  robberies  have  you  perpe- 
trated? How  many  times  have  you  committed 
perjuries  and  arson?  Who  have  you  assassin- 
ated? Who  have  you  murdered?  Givemealisl 
of  the  crimes  you  have  committed  in  your  brief 
life."  He  would  go  through  the  catalogue  of 
crimes  to  ascertain  whether  the  applicant  was  so 
steeped  in  sin  as  to  be  a  worthy  member,  whether 
he  was  base  enough  to  be  trusted.  1  admit  that 
the  parallel  is  not  perfect,  perhaps  not  good  at  all. 
All  1  say  is  that  the  two  things  came  up  in  array 
before  me.  I  do  not  contend  that  it  is  a  perfect 
parallel,  but  simply  that  one  transaction  brought 
the  other  to  my  mind,  and  I  am  not  to  blame  for 
it,  for  I  could  not  help  it  to  save  my  soul.  1  tried 
to  think  of  something  else  but  could  not. 

I  understand  thalitis  unparliamentary  to  make 
use  of  the  name  of  a  member  in  discus.sion.  I  do 
not  presume,  however,  that  it  is  unparliamentary 
on  this  occasion  to  call  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
"  iVIr.  Lo^fG,"  for  I  have  a  right  to  use  any  lan- 
guage which  is  contained  in  the  pending  resolu- 
tion; and  by  doing  it  I  shall  be  the  better  under- 
stood. The  resolution  calls  him  Mr.  Long.  Now, 
how  stands  the  case?  He  applies  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  to 
come  to  his  rescue.  We  may  infer  this  from 
what  the  gentleman  from  New  York  said.  And 
the  funniest  part  of  it  is  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  tried  to  make  the  House  believe  that 
before  he  would  consent  to  defend  Long  he  re- 
quired Long  to  exhibit  to  him  his  speech,  (as  he 
had  not  heard  it,)  in  order  that  he  might  see  that 
it  was  all  right,  and  such  as  a  good  patriotcould 
make;  and  that  he  would  not  consent  to  come  to 
his  defense  until  he  had  examined  it  carefully, 
and  found  it  0.  K.  In  view  of  the  gentleman 's 
own  acknowledged  sentiments,  and  in  view  of 
his  own  traitorous  utterances  upon  this  floor, 
this  is  a  rich  and  racy  joke,  the  best  of  the  sea- 
son. I  am  prone  to  think  that  the  interview  be- 
tween the  two  was  more  like  that  in  the  cave;  and 
that  poor  Mr.  Long,  before  he  could  enlist  the 
gentleman,  was  compelled  to  answer  a  list  of  in- 
terrogatories not  unlike  in  one  sense  those  that 
we  find  in  the  mouth  of  the  presiding  chief  alluded 
to.  1  do  not  presume  he  was  examined  as  to 
his  proficiency  in  that  particular  kind  of  crimes, 
or  those  particular  villainies,  or  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  establish  the  same  kind  of  moral  excel- 
lence; but  I  confess  thatl  did  and  do  fancy  that 
lie  was  required  to  show  himself  as  void  of  patri- 
otism and  love  of  country  as  the  other  was  of 
moral  principle.  That  is  all  I  mean,  and  herein 
admit  the  parallel  is  not  perfect. 

We  have  no  direct  evidence  that  such  language 
was  passed  between  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio;  but  when  we 
consider  the  antecedents  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  and  the  character  of  Mr.  Long's 
speech,  we  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
genilenian  from  Ohio  would  be  compelled  to  show 
by  the  speech  sentiments  verging  close  upon  those 
of  a  traitor,  kindred  sentiments  to  those  that  have 
been  uttered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
himself  before  he  would  consent  to  stand  as  his 
advocate  and  come  to  liis  rescue.  Some  sup- 
pose that  if  Long  wanted  to  win  a  warm  place  in 
the  affections  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
the  shortest  road  would  be  to  prove  himself  wor- 
thy of  a  halter;  but  that  is  not  charitable,  and 
seems  in  conflict  with  the  intimation  we  have  had 
from  the  gentleman  himself  to  the  effect  that  it 
was  his  purpose  to  drop  the  dcfeiiilant  like  a  hot 
potato,  or  say  to  him  as  uncle  Toby  did  to  the 


fly,  if  he  had  not  shown  a  clean  record.  If  that 
is  so,Long  is  a  fortunate  man  to  have  at  hand  so 
good  a  speech,  making  so  clean  a  record  to  ex- 
hibit to  his  immaculate  friend.  It  seems  to  ine 
to  have  been  a  happy  coincidence,  a  kind  of  prov- 
idential interposition,  and  is  an  additional  proof 
that  we  should  all  heed  the  lessons  taught  in  the 
words,  "I  have  been  young,  and  now  am  old; 
yet  have  I  notseen  the  righteous  forsaken,  norhis 
seed  begging  bread."  Now,  sir,  I  would  not  be 
regarded  as  censorious,  or  as  making  biting  and 
cruel_  remarks  unsupported  by  evidence.  Such 
remarks  always  recoil  as  they  should  upon  their 
author,  and  therefore  I  call  upon  the  Clerk  to  read 
the  language  used  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  on  this  floor  but  a  few  days  ago. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"Tills  war  must  cease,  I  care  not  how  or  from  what 
cause,  whether  by  exhaustion  on  either  side,  by  southern 
submission  or  success,  by  mediation,  or  by  northern  mag- 
naiiiiiiiiy,  or  by  northern  sense  of  self-preservation.  The 
warmustcease.  There  must  be  an  end  of  it  sooneror  later 
from  one  cause  or  from  another.  I  think  all  will  concede 
this.  Admitting,  therefore,  this  conclusion,  the  next  in- 
quiry is,  how  and  when.''  These  are  the  proper  questions 
for  "this  Congress  lo  determine.  When  shall  this  war 
cease.'" 

Mr.DUMONT.  Then  we  are  not  surprised  at 
all,  after  a  declaration  of  that  kind,  that  it  should 
be  followed  so  speedily  by  a  kindred  declaration, 
when  he  had  the  hardihood  to  declare  on  this 
floor  yesterday  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
a  war  Democrat.  We  all  recollect  his  making 
use  of  this  language  upon  this  floor  in  reference 
to  the  attempt  to  put  down  this  rebellion  and  in 
reference  to  attempting  to  rescue  this  Governmnt 
from  the  hands  of  Vandals.  We  believe  this  a 
righteous  cause  and  a  righteous  war,  in  which 
every  man  of  us  is  willing  to  take  his  dearest 
friend  and  lay  him  upon  the  country's  altar,  or 
to  offer  up  his  own  life.  The  mothers  of  the  land, 
who  regard  their  noble  sons  as  the  jewels  of  their 
hearts,  are  willing  to  bring  them  forward  and  lay 
them  upon  the  country's  altar.  It  is  a  noble 
sacrifice  we  believe,  no  less  than  that  the  good  old 
patriarch  Abraham  was  willing  to  make  when  he 
obeyed  the  command  of  his  heavenly  Father  and 
brought  Isaac  to  the  altar.  And  yet,  notwith- 
standing, we  labor  under  this  terrible  delusion, 
the  patriotic  gentleman  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood] 
a  short  time  since  characterized  this  war  as  a  hell- 
ish crusade  of  blood  and  famine. 

Now,  in  determining  whether  a  man  ought  to 
be  expelled  or  censured,  it  is  a  very  legitimate 
inquiry,  (in  my  humble  opinion,)  and  I  would  not 
give  my  opinion  for  any  man's  after  i  had  heard 
everybody  else's  opinion  and  extracted  what  I 
believed  to  be  correct  and  according  to  Gunter. 
[Laughter.]  I  say  it  is  a  legitimate  inquiry  to 
ascertain  what  he  may  say  as  an  index  to  his 
heart.  I  was  very  much  amused  to  hear  the 
speech  of  my  friend  over  the  way,  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  J.  C.  Allen,]  who  spoke  at  an  early  stage 
of  this  discussion.  He  rose  with  immense  dig- 
nity, and  addressed  the  House  with  that  clear, 
ringing,  trumpet-toned  voice  of  which  he  alone 
is  master.  And  he  arraigned  the  members  of 
this  House,  for  what?  For  callinga  member  to 
account  for  words  used  in  debate,  and  he  really 
put  no  other  qualification  to  it. 

Has  it  come  to  this?  The  most  contemptible 
justice  of  the  peace,  of  the  most  contemptible 
township,  of  the  most  contemptible  county,  of 
the  most  contemptible  State  in  the  Union,  has  the 
right  to  protect  himself  in  his  own  little  eight  by 
ten  oflice  from  insult;  but  the  American  Congress, 
the  most  dignified  body  of  men,  regarding  both 
Houses,  and  giving  to  this  House  what  she  lacks 
and  what  the  Senate  can  spare,  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  has  no  such  power.  Every  other  de- 
partment of  Government  can  defend  itself  against 
unworthy  members.  I  go  into  a  court  presided 
over  by  a  judge  no  better  than  myself,  discharging 
his  duty,  wearing  the  judicial  ermine,  and  I  am 
guilty  of  contempt  by  calling  his  intelligence  or 
integrity  in  question, or  ofcontcmptin  someother 
way,  but  he  does  not  run  out  to  make  an  affidavit 
against  me,  he  does  not  call  upon  the  military 
authority  to  protect  him,  but  he  protects  himself. 
He  is  the  accuser,  he  is  the  judge  that  tries  the 
case,  and  he  inflicts  the  punisliment.  Let  a  man 
go  into  a  military  camp  and  attempt  to  excite  mu- 
tiny among  the  men,  and  every  officer,  from  the 
major  general  down,  will  know  that  it  is  liia  duty 
to  arrest  him  instantly  and  to  bring  iiim  to  jus- 


tice. And  yet  it  is  advocated  upon  this  floor  that 
if  a  man  seems  to  be  sincere,  and  does  not  turn 
himself  into  a  monkey  in  making  a  declaration, 
and  puts  on  a  long  face,  he  may  superinduce  the 
most  monstrous  doctrine,  and  show  himself  capa- 
ble of  the  most  damnable  crimes  against  his  coun- 
try without  being  called  to  account. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  question,  and  in  de- 
termining whether  a  member  is  a  worthy  or  un- 
worthy member,  whether  he  ought  to  remain  here 
or  be  expelled  or  censured,  it  is  pertinent  to  in- 
quire what  members  are  here  for.  They  are  here 
as  trustees  of  the  people  to  protect  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Government  of  the  country,  a  trust 
that  ought  to  be  carried  out,  and  if  not  willing  to 
do  this,  the  trustee  ought  to  be  removed,  when- 
ever that  un worthiness  is  discovered  by  the  utter- 
ance of  such  monstrous  and  traitorous  sentiments 
as  the  member  has  spoken.  I  admit  that  if  we 
were  sent  here  simply  as  political  gladiators,  that 
would  not  be  a  legitimate  inquiry;  then  it  would 
depend  somewhat  on  men's  lungs  and  brutality; 
but  thank  God  this  nation  is  not  yet  sunk  into  so 
deep  and  foul  a  pit  as  that. 

I  want  to  come  back  to  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Voorhees,]  a  most  excellent  gentleman.  1  like 
him  very  much  indeed,  but  I  do  not  like  some  of 
his  ways.  He  is  a  very  clever  man  of  the  kind, 
but  devil  take  the  kind.  [Laughter.]  My  col- 
league must  pardon  me;  1  mean  no  wrong.  I 
only  object  to  the  kind  on  account  of  its  political 
aspect,  which  I  confess  I  consider  no  belter  than 
it  ought  to  be.  But  I  mean  no  unkindness.  I 
sometimes  find  myself  betrayed  into  a  mischiev- 
ous channel  without  malice.  My  colleague  has 
treated  me  civilly,  and  my  words  must  not  be 
construed  in  any  offensive  sense.  I  want  to  ad- 
vert for  a  few  moments  to  the  remarkable  dex- 
terity and  adroitness  which  he  manifested  in  de- 
fending the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long.] 
I  confess  that  it  reminded  me,  as  old  Abe  would 
say,  of  an  anecdote.  It  reminded  me  of  scenes 
which  I  have  witnessed  on  the  plains  of  Mexico, 
The  transportation  in  that  country  of  all  sorts  of 
merchandise — lumber,  mill-stones,  brick,  tim- 
ber, and  everything  else — is  done  on  the  backs  of 
mules  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  from  the 
east  side  of  the  republic  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
to  the  western  shores  on  the  Pacific,  I  have  seen 
thousands  of  these  little  animals  under  their  heavy 
burdens,  driven  by  two  or  three  or  four  merry  fel- 
lows called  muleteers.  They  would  occasionally 
halt  to  let  the  wearied  animals  rest.  And  I  have 
been  struck  with  astonishment  at  the  remarkable 
sagacity  manifested  by  these  animals  on  occasions 
of  that  kind.  A  mule  with  a  very  heavy  pack  on 
her  back  that  pressed  too  heavily  on  her  withers 
would  find  a  little  declivity  and  turn  her  head  up 
hill  during  the  rest,  in  order  to  throw  the  weight 
of  the  burden  on  the  small  of  her  back.  Another 
mule,  whose  burden  had  galled  the  small  of  her 
back  or  further  to  the  rear,  would  find  a  declivity 
and  turn  her  head  down  hill,  with  a  view  of  throw- 
ing the  burden  on  her  withers.  [Laughter.]  You 
know  there  is  an  old  adage,  that  "  the  galled  jade 
winces."  Now  thi.s  is  the  kind  of  sagacity  that 
my  friend  [Mr.  Voorhees]  exhibits  in  defense  of 
his  client  on  this  occasion.  1  mean  no  disparage- 
ment to  him.  I  do  not  intend  to  be  severe  orany- 
thing  of  that  kind. 

We  are  frequently  very  much  astonished,  in- 
deed, to  see  as  much  sagacity  in  the  human  species 
as  we  see  in  what  we  call  the  unreasoning  part 
of  creation.  To  illustrate:  some  think  talent  (I 
confess  I  don't  know;  it  is  too  abstruse  a  subject 
for  me)  is  nothing  more  than  the  possession  of  a 
.large  number  of  animal  instincts  or  characteris- 
tics, or,  more  properly  speaking,  the  instincts  of 
a  large  number  of  animals  concentrated  in  one  of 
the  genus  homo.  We  call  it  talent,  genius,  vers- 
atility of  intellect,  &c.  For  instance,  it  is  said 
that  he  who  would  combine  the  courage  of  the 
lion,  the  ferocity  of  the  tiger,  the  pluck  in  deadly 
grip  and  fearful  tug  of  the  bull-dog,  the  cunning 
of  the  fox,  the  stealthiness  of  the  cat,  the  gos- 
tration  of  the  cock,  and  the  hypocrisy  of  the  'pos- 
sum, would  make  a  great  military  captain;  that 
with  the  lion's  courage  he  would  be  brave  in  bat- 
tle, with  the  tiger's  veiigc  would  follow  up  a 
victory  and  reap  its  fruits,  with  the  bull-dog'a 
pluck  would  never  know  when  he  was  whipped, 
and  consequently  never  would  be  whipped,  with 
the  fox's  cunning  would  be  great  in  strategy,  and 
with  the  stealth  of  the  cat  would  be  constantly 
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straliiig  n  marcli  on  the  foe,  catch  him  napping, 
nnd  win  victory  by  surprise,  with  the  blustering 
gOKtialion  of  the  cock  would  scare  tlic  enemy  to 
deaih  without  a  fight  and  save  his  powder,  and 
crow  the  survivors  out  of  countenance  after  a 
bntile  no  matter  who  was  tiie  victor,  and  witii  the 
hypocrisy  of  the  'possum  would  begrenton  a  feint. 
I  know  not  how  all  this  is,  and  simply  allude  to 
it  to  show  that  I  mean  nothing  wrong  by  resort- 
ing to  animated  nature  for  my  illustrations  and 
homely  metaphors.  We  frequently,  when  we 
would  commend  the  good  qualities  of  a  fellow, 
say:  "  Fie  is  as  brave  as  a  lion,"  "as  cunning 
na  a  fox,""  having,  1  suppose,  eaten  a  great  deal 
offox  meat,"  "as  slyas  a  cat, ""as  faithful  asa 
dog,"  &c.,  and  yet  we  mean  no  harm,  but  simple 
commendation. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  VoonHEEs]  was  defending 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [i\Jr.  Long.]  He  was 
contending  that  this  resolution  ought  not  to  be 
adopted.  He  was  contending  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  was  as  good  as  any  other  citizen,  if 
not  a  little  better.  The  constitution  of  Indiana 
is  against  certain  privileges,  and  declares  some- 
thing like  this:  that  no  privilege  shall  be  granted 
to  one  that  may  not  to  another;  and  ray  elegant 
friend  the  judge,  [iMr.  Holman,]  I  think  it  was, 
who,  as  a  member  of  the  constitutional  conven- 
tion, ofTe  red  un  amendment  to  it,  to  add  this:  "Be- 
cause one  man  is  as  good  as  another,  if  not  a  little 
better."  [Laughter.]  It  was  touching  it  off  in 
good  style  for  a  Democrat;  there  is  always  logic 
in  wit,  and  wit  that  is  not  an  argument  is  no  vvit 
at  all. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Voorhees]  says  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  ought  not  to  be  expelled, 
that  the  resolution  ought  not  to  be'adopted;  and 
the  first  reason  he  gives  is  that  he  does  not  know 
exactly  what  he  said.  He  does  not  know  whether 
it  was  patriotic  or  unpatriotic,  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  was  for  the  country  or  against 
the  country,  for  the  Constitution  or  against  tlie 
Constitution,  for  the  rebellion  or  against  the  re- 
bellion, for  the  traitors  or  for  the  land  of  hisbirlh. 
But  it  was  words  used  in  debate.  And  we  may  as 
well,  he  says,  surrender  up  our  liberties,  trample 
on  the  flag  that  floats  above  ua,  abandon 
"  Freedom's  soil  bi^ne.Tth  our  feet, 
And  (roedoiii's  banner  streanung  o'er  U3," 

B8  punish  a  member  for  any  words  spoken  in  de- 
bate, no  matter  what  they  may  be.  But  he  could 
not  stand  long  by  this  monstrous  position;  it 
touched  his  withers  a  little,  and  we  beheld  the 
wincing  of  the  galled  jade.  The  load  must  be 
shifted.  Fie  seems  to  have  concluded  that  it 
would  relieve  the  ngor)y  that  he  was  required  to 
suffer  by  defending  unbridled  licentiousness,  un- 
der the  plea  of  liberty  of  speech  and  liberty  of 
opinion;  I  say  he  concluded  it  would  soothe  his 
pain  a  little  to  shift  his  ground  and  throw  the 
weight  of  the  burden  upon  parts  not  so  tender 
by  lighting  upon  the  Speaker  for  daring  to  quit 
the  chair,  descend  to  the  floor  and  move  the  reso- 
lution now  under  consideration,  as  though  his 
constituents  must  lose  the  benefit  of  havinga  Rep- 
resentative because  they  had  sent  one  whose  tal- 
ents and  noble  qualities  had  elevated  him  to  the 
Speaker's  chair. 

This  position  is  so  absurd  as  a  defense  for  the 
accused  that  it  hurt  the  small  of  his  advocate's  back 
and  endatigemd  his  spinal  column,  and  it  became 
neces.sory  to  shift  his  ground  and  throw  the  weight 
of  the  load  toward  his  withers  to  find  relief.  So 
after  harping  upon  the  Speaker's  improper  con- 
d(-sccnsii)n  (I  while  he  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  was  nothing  wrong  in  Mr.  Long's 
speech, that  it  was  all  ii'.;ht,  aiid  just  such  a  one 
asa  patriot  ought  to  make;  thoijgh  if  I  mistake 
not  he  said  he  did  not  hear  it,  and  had  not  up  to 
that  time  read  it;  and  finally  he  further  concluded 
that  if  it  was  unpatriotic,  obnoxious,  and  abhor- 
rent, other  people  liad  been  unpatriotic  too,  ut- 
tered sentiments  just  us  bad,  and  thiT^fore  Mr. 
LoNo  aliould  not  be  censured;  in  short,  th(!  various 
parts  of  his  defense  were  in  utter  conflict  with 
each  other;  like  the  plea  in  the  ''  kettle  case,"  in 
which  the  defendant  wa.s  sued  for  cracking  a  bor- 
rowed kettle.  He  pleaded,  fir.st,  that  he  did  not 
borrow  the  kettle;  Sfcond,  it  was  cracked  wht^n  ht- 
borrowed  it;  third,  it  was  sound  when  h.c  took  it 
homo.  But,  Mr,  Speaker,  after  all  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  it  in  my  heart  to  blatne  my  colleague; 
it  was  a  terrible  load  to  stand  under,  almost  the 
laal  pound  that  broke  the  canisi's  back;  and  wlio 


knows  if  lie  had  undertaken  the  feat  himself  he 
might  not  have  staggered  or  wavered  to  and  fro, 
like  the  young  heart  sorely  tempted,  between 
vice  and  virtue.  Look  at  the  absurdity;  an  in- 
dividual member  has  a  right  to  say  what  he 
pleases,  utter  sentiments  the  most  atrocious,  and 
may  not  be  questioned  therefor,  because  the  lib- 
erty and  freedom  of  speech  demand  it;  but  no 
matter  how  flagrant  the  sentiment  and  rampant 
the  treason  may  be,  the  House  may  not  place 
upon  it  the  seal  and  stamp  of  reprobation  with- 
out trenching  upon  God-given  rights.  The 
whole  House  is  made  up  of  its  parts,  and  the 
parts  are  to  have  rights,  according  to  this  logic, 
which  are  to  be  withheld  from  the  whole  body. 

The  whole  body  is  not  to  possess  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  opinion  that  an  individual  member 
has  if  it  may  not  pass  this  resolution  and  thus 
condemn  his  sentiments,  and  show  to  the  world 
that  such  sentiments  are  not  the  sentiments  of 
the  whole  body.  1  am  one  of  those  who  believe 
that  mere  error  of  0|iinion  may  be  tolerated  while 
truth  is  left  free  to  combat  it;  but  how  is  truth 
left  free  to  combat  it  if  the  thing  may  not  be  con- 
demned; and  is  it  mere  error  of  opinion  .'  Might 
we  not  more  truly  say  that  it  is  evidence  as  strong 
of  the  truths  of  Holy  Writ  of  a  wicked  and 
abandoned  nature  of  which  the  gentleman  has 
favored  us  with  a  manifestation.' 

But  the  Speaker  came  down  from  his  exalta- 
tion to  mingle  with  the  common  herd,  we  are  told, 
and  lias  thereby,  forsooth,  forever  destroyed  his 
influence,  and  he  is  to  be  an  outcast  now,  hence- 
forth, and  forevermore,  amen  !  because  became 
down  from  the  exalted  position  to  which  gentle- 
men had  aided  in  elevating  him,  and  attempted  to 
procure  the  expulsion  or  censure  of  an  unworthy 
member. 

Now,  [  admit,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  if  a  fellow- 
member  on  the  other  side,  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  or  on  any  side  of  the  House — and  I  do 
not  like  this  thing  of  talking  about  this  or  the  other 
side  of  the  House;  I  believe  it  was  the  entering 
wedge  of  thisinfernal  rebellion;  I  believe  that  the 
fell  spirit  of  party  is  really  at  the  bottom  of  this 
tiling,  and  that,  like  Noah's  water-cure  establish- 
ment, it  has  killed  more  than  it  has  ever  cured, 
[laughter] — I  say  I  admit  that  if  a  gentleman,  in 
the  heat  of  debate,  makes  use  of  declarations  that 
nobody  would  make  use  of  deliberately,  abhor- 
rent to  the  feelings  of  every  man,  and  if  it  is  sim- 
ply an  unhappy  expression,  like  one  I  might  make 
use  of  novi?,  and  for  which  I  would  ask  pardon 
should  I  so  forget  myself,  [laughter,]  I  would  no 
more  hold  him  to  a  rigid  responsibility  for  it  than 
I  would  a  man  who  had  taken  the  life  of  a  fellow- 
man  by  an  unfortunate  blow  on  great  provocation 
and  aggravation,  when  the  crime  of  murder  had 
never  entered  his  soul.  I  do  not  think  we  ought 
to  do  it.  And  hence  it  is  that  if  a  particular  clause 
of  the  gentleman's  speech  were  simply  alluded  to 
in  the  resolution,  although  that  particular  clause 
might  be  as  bold-faced  and  obnoxious  as  you 
could  declare  it  to  bo,  yet,  if  the  speech,  in  its 
general  scope  and  bearing,  in  its  general  meaning 
and  intent,  was  not  the  speech  of  a  traitor  or  of  a 
bad  man,  if  we  saw  that  he  loved  his  country  by 
examining  his  whole  speech,  by  searching  it  as 
you  would  si-arch  the  Scriptures,  then  I  say  ac- 
quit him.  Fie  is  not  to  be  convicted  for  an  un- 
fortunate expression  used  in  the  heat  of  debate. 

Gentleinen  have  talked  about  the  words  uttered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  as  being  in  the  heat 
of  debate.  I  should  call  it  rather  a  cold-blooded 
debate.  He  says  he  wrote  his  speech  more  than 
a  month  ago,  and  has  not  altered  a  word  of  it 
since.  Well,  sir,  he  got  up  here  with  great  de- 
corum and  delivered  his  speech  with  as  much 
cooltiess  as  any  man  could  do.  I  heard  the  speech, 
and  confess  his  tone  was  solemn,  sentimental, 
and  unctuous.  It  reminded  me  very  much  of  a 
scene  I  recollect  witnessing  in  a  court  of  justice, 
when  I  was  quite  a  young  man,  between  people  of 
the  very  lowest  walks  in  life.  Two  brotluu's  were 
at  law,  and  their  father  was  a  witness.  All  three 
were  ignorant,  low,  degraded  men.  The  old  man 
came  upon  the  stand,  and  one  of  the  boys,  a  m.'Ui 
some  fifty  years  old  himself,  drew  close  up  lo  him 
by  degrees,  as  a  cat  steals  ujion  a  mouse,  so  as  to 
hit  able  to  whisper  in  his  ear  when  he  began  his 
testimony,  for  fear  he  might  testify  against  him, 
and  putting  his  mouth  to  his  ear,  said  he,  "  Dad, 
go  it  on  the  sentimental."  [Laughter.]  Now,  I 
think  that  is  whatsomcgnntfemcn  Ije^e  liuve  come 


to  the  conclusion  they  must  harp  on  in  order  to  ac- 
quit their  client,  and,  to  induce  this  House  to  give 
him  a  public  diinier,  they  must  contend  that  he 
went  it  on  the  sentimental;  that  is  to  say,  they 
must  contend  that  he  was  sincere  in  what  he  said, 
spoke  in  good  faith,  and  if  so  he  must  be  acquitted, 
no  matter  what  he  said  nor  how  disastrous  may 
be  its  tendency  or  malign  its  influence. 

It  is  all  right,  provided  he  went  it  on  the  senti- 
mental, his  defenders  would  try  to  ]iersuade  us; 
but  I  am  a  disbeliever,  and  in  that  respect  I  sup- 
pose a  heretic.  Disguise  it  as  you  may,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis]  pi^it  this  ques- 
tion in  its  true  attitude.  It  is  not  a  question  as 
to  an  insult  perpetrated  on  this  House.  No,  sir. 
When  he  is  tried  before  this  judicial  tribunal  you 
are  bound  to  inquire  into  his  motives,  not  simply 
whether  he  was  guilty  of  indecorous  conduct  or 
not.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  when  lie 
addresses  the  House,  usually  exhibits  in  their  true 
light  mere  pretenses,  and  he  shoves  them  aside  as 
unworthy  of  consideration.  With  the  grasp  of  a 
giant  he  seizes  the  turning  point  of  the  case,  and 
his  statement  comes  in  the  shape  of  an  irrefutable 
argument.  He  says  we  are  to  inquire  what  the 
man  is  here  for.  Is  he  here  for  the  country?  Is 
he  here  to  protect  the  country.'  Is  he  here  to  sus- 
tain our  armies.'  Is  he  here  to  put  down  the  en- 
emy? If  his  speech  answers  all  these  questions 
in  the  negative,  if  he  has  performed  none  of  these 
meritoriousservices,  and  is  unwilling  to  perform 
them,  then  beyond  a  doubt  he  is  unworthy,  and 
liable  to  animadversion  and  censure. 

Itis  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  stated, 
that  v/e  feel  as  secure  here  in  this  Capitol  as  we 
would  have  done  ten  years  ago,  if  we  had  been 
here;  and  yet  a  hundred  thousand  rebelsin  deadly 
hostility,  who  would  take  the  life  of  every  one  of 
us,  are  within  two  hours'  ride  of  where  we  now 
stand;  and  we  are  only  permitted  to  occufiy  seats 
in  this  Hall  because  we  are  surrounded  by  a  cor- 
don of  our  own  stalwart  men  to  keep  the  enemy  at 
bay. 

Now  it  riiay  be  important  that  this  enemy  should 
not  be  let  in.  Sup|)oSe  we  were  in  a  walled  city, 
and  depended  on  those  walls  and  upon  iron  gates 
and  upon  iron  bars  to  keepthe  enemyout.  Sup- 
pose we  had  one  in  our  midst,  a  man  who  con- 
tended that  the  Governnient  was  doiiig  nothing 
right.  Suppose  we  found  a  man  making  decla- 
rations which  would  induce  us  to  believe  that  ho 
was  ready  at  any  moment,  at  the  given  signal,  to 
open  one  of  the  gates,  and  to  let  in  the  enemy  to 
our  destruction;  what  then?  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  propose  to  continue  this  discussion  much 
longer,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  have  anything 
more  to  say  on  this  point  than  that  the  man  1  have 
referred  to  would  have  a  short  shrift  and  a  quick 
punishment  for  his  treason.  A  commander  of  a 
vessel  does  not  wait  until  a  mutineer  consummates 
his  villainy  by  the  mutiny  of  the  crew,  nor  until 
he  scuttles  the  ship;  but  when  satisfied  by  clear 
proof  that  such  is  the  intent,  he  hangs  him  at  the 
yard-arm, and  saves  the  vessel, and  brings  it  and 
its  crew  safely  into  harbor,  and  the  world  coni- 
mends  him,  and  Heaven  commends  him;  hut  we 
may  not  even  censure  a  mutineer  when  his  hellish 
intent  and  diabolical  purposes  are  discovered  lest 
we  trench  upon  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  free- 
dom of  debate.  It  is  mere  words,  it  is  said;  but 
from  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  speak- 
eth,  and  from  his  words  we  may  learn  that  he  is 
base  enough  to  part  the  holy  raiment  woven  in  the 
loom  of  the  Revolution.  The  letter  of  Arnold, 
whereby  his  treason  was  discovered,  was  nuro 
words  too,  and  yet,  if  they  had  not  been  heeded, 
the  base  patricide  would  have  surrendered  the  no- 
blest army  thatevcrshouldered  a  musket, and  the 
bravest  men  that  ever  carried  a  knapsack  or  ral- 
lied around  the  flag  of  their  country,  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  a  remorseless  enemy. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  member  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Long]  put  the  matter  in  the  alternative,  that 
he  said  that  sooner  than  see  the  rebels  subjugated 
he  would  acknowledge  their  independerfce,  that  it 
was  that  or  absolute  subjugation,  and  that  of  the 
two  he  preferred  the  former.  That  simply  me'ans 
that  he  prefers  the  subjugation  of  the  Union  to 
the  subjugation  of  the  rebels,  because  if  the  reb- 
els are  not  subdued  the  Union  must  be.  It  is  now 
pretended  that  subjugation  is  a  terrible  word,  that 
it  is  equivaletit  to  murdering  every  man,  woniaii, 
and  child  in  the  South,  but  it'nieans  no  such  thing; 
it  8im|)ly  meaiLS  to  bring  into  obedience  and  sub- 
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mission  to  the  laws.  Judge  Perkins,  of  the  su- 
preme bench  of  Jndinnn,  never  made  adictionary, 
but  he  has  a  good  deal  of  h>w  and  abused  and 
berated  the  Government  as  soundly  as  any  man 
living  or  dead,  and  criticised  the  war  as  severely 
asit  isin  the  power  of  either  good  or  conscientious 
flesh  and  blood  to  do.  Still  he  professes  to  be 
a  war  Democrat,  and  is  after  his  fashion," which 
I  consider  a  pretty  bad  fashion,  and  he  talks 
about  subjugation  without  seeming  to  think  there 
is  any  harm  in  the  word,  and  says: 

"  1  am,  tlii'ii,  gpiitlemeii,  as  I  have  been,  most  earnestly 
opposed  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  civil  adiriiiiistratioii,  believing  it 
to  be  coiiirolled  by  tlie  radical  Republicans;  but  I  am  ("or 
continuing  lo  give  a  lair  and  eflicient  support  lo  tlic  vigor- 
ous prosecution  of  the  war,  as  prosecuted;  and  to  tliateiid, 
I  am  Cor  aiding  tiie  Governnienl,  by  all  reasonable  and 
firoper  jiieans,  in  raising  tlie  necessary  volunteer  soldiers, 
and  in  providing  tlic  funds  required  to  promptly  and  lib- 
erally pay  tlieni— more  liberally  than  the  private  soldiens  are 
now  paid,  f  do  this  because  I  wish  to  save  wliat  can  be 
saved  of  the  Union,  and  believe  that  the  war  is  the  only  iu- 
strumentality  of  which  we  are  now  permitted  to  avail  our- 
selves in  atteniptii}g  to  accomplish  that  object,  and  will  be 
tlie  only  instrunienlality  during  the  existence  of  the  present 
Administration. 

"  I  have  said  that  I  believed  the  war,  as  now  prosecuted, 
the  only  instrumentality  l(;ft  us  with  which  to  attiMnpt  the 
salvation  ot  any  distinct  part,  in  its  integrity,  of  the  Union. 

"i  tliink  a  brief  statement  will  satisfy  any  reasonable 
man  of  the  truth  of  this  propositioti. 

"  Well,  the  job  first  on  hand,  then,  disguise  it  as  we  may, 
Is  to  subjugate  the  South ;  this  is  the  point  of  progress  we 
have  reached  ;  and  this  is  one  of  those  jobs  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  old  adaf;e,  is  welldone  if  it  be  done  quicltly.  It 
is  mercy  to  the  South  that  it  be  done  quicJily.  Tlie  more 
dispatch  the  executioner  uses  the  less  the  sufferings  of  the 
victim." 

If  I  were  willing  to  go  through  with  the  speeches 
made  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  I  would  have 
no  difficulty  in  finding  much,  vvhetherso  intended 
or  not,  that  gives  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels  in 
arms. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Voorhees]  and  other  gen- 
tlemen have  resorted  to  a  novel  defense  of  the  ac- 
cused. I  have  sometimes  known  it  resorted  to 
in  bad  cases  in  courts  of  justice,  but  have  never 
known  it  to  be  sanctioned  by  an  upright  judge, 
and  have  seldom  known  it  to  prevail.  It  is  in 
substance  that  others  have  been  unpatriotic  and 
given  utterance  to  treasonable  sentiments,  and 
they  have  attempted  to  prove  the  assertion  by 
Bending  to  the  Clerk's  desk  and  having  read  long 
extracts  from  speeches,  newspapers,  yellow  "kiv- 
ered"  pamphlets,  and  other  kindred  liierature, 
wherein  before  the  war  Tom,  Dick,  or  Harry, as 
the  case  might  be,  had  expressed  a  willingness  to 
let  the  enemygo.  TheHelper  book  has  been  rung 
in.  They  forget  that  every  tub  should  stand  on  its 
own  bottom,  and  blind  and  stolid  indeed  must  he 
be  that  cannot  see  the  differetice  between  senti- 
ments that  might  be  uttered  before  the  war  and 
those  that  may  be  spoken  now  to  give  aid  and 
comfortto  the  enemy.  I  would  not,  Mr.  Speaker, 
utter  an  unkind  word.  What  I  have  said  or  may 
say  that  may  look  like  it  is  more  in  sorrow  than 
in  anger.  The  Scriptures  of  divine  truth  enjoin 
it  upon  us  to  answer  a  fool  according  to  his  folly, 
and  teach  that  we  sometimes  rightfully  make  unto 
ourselves  friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrighteous- 
ness. Pursuant  to  the  first  clause  of  this  injuiic-; 
tion  1  presume  I  may  rightfully  read  from  news- 
papers too,  and  adduce  similar  testimony.  Of 
course  I  do  not  nor  cannot  apply  the  epithet,  but 
only  ado|)t  the  principle  inculcated.  The  epithet 
applies  not  to  any  gentleman  to  whom  I  refer. 
Gentlemen  sometimes  use  swords  that,  unfortu- 
nately for  themselves,  cut  both  ways,  and  it  is  said 
to  be  a  poor  rule  that  won 't  work  both  ways. 

I  reatj  an  extract  from  Richmond  papei-s  some- 
time ago  which  stated,  according  to  my  recollec- 
tion, that  my  colleague  from  the  Teri'e  Haute  dis- 
trict [Mr.  VooiiiiEEs]  had  made  an  unanswerable 
argument;  that  he  li.id  gathered  together  all  tlie 
arguments  that  could  be  made  in  behalf  of  the  re- 
bellion. \  have  not  i-ead  the  speech  of  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Voorhees]  alluded  to  by  the  Rich- 
mond paper,  and  do  not  know  whether  the  strict- 
ures are  just  or  unjust.  1  heard  the  speech,  it 
is  true,  but  not  with  that  distinctness  that  I  could 
have  wi.shed,  notwithstanding  it  was  uttered  in 
clear  and  distinct  tones.  The  distance  between 
us  prevented.  I  would  not  state  my  colleague 
wrongfully,  and  thei-efore  prefer  to  insert  the 
article  alluded  to  in  my  printed  speech,  (I  will 
not  stop  to  read  it  now,)  that  he  may  see  how 
tie  is  regarded,  and  how  his  speech  is  interpret- 
ed way  down  in  Dixie,  and  that  he  may  pause 
and   consider   whether,    however  well  for    bun- 


combe and  home  consumption  his  speeches  may 
be  intended,  he  is  not  in  point  of  fact  encoura- 
ging the  enemy,  and  inspiiing  them  with  hopes 
that  ought  not  to  be  realized: 

"Yankee  LinERTY. — Mr.  Voorhees,  of  Indiana,  in  a 
recent  speech  in  the  United  States  House  of  Kepresent- 
atives,  reminded  his  hearers  of  a  fact  which  history  has 
demonstrated,  but  which  appears  to  be  always  forgotten  at 
the  very  moment  wlieii  it  ought  to  yield  the  most  impres- 
sive lessons,  lie  said  that '  liberty,  once  lost,  has  never,  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  been  regained  by  the  same  peo- 
ple.' it  is  useless  to  attempt  to  account  for  this  phenom- 
enon, with  any  view  of  removing  its  causes.  The  fact  re- 
mains indisputable.  From  the  days  of  Philip  to  the  days 
of  Napoleon,  history  in  this  respect  presents,  if  not  identi- 
cal at  least  consimilar  features.  The  death  of  public  lib- 
erty has  never  been  followed  by  Its  resurrection.  'I'lie  fallen 
temple  of  freedom  lias  never  been  reconstructed.  After 
ages  wonder  at  its  grandeur,  and  mourn  its  overthrow,  just 
as  the  traveler  looks  with  sad  delight  on  the  broken  col- 
umns of  the  Parthenon,  or  the  niajesiic  ruins  of  Palmyra. 
But  the  goddess  deserts  tie  fallen  temple,  and  aliandons 
her  worshipers  to  the  fat«  they  have  invited.  With  some 
nations  liberty  afipears  to  have  been  an  era  of  transition; 
witli  others,  of  culmination.  Boiiie  iiave  enjoyed  it  for 
ages;  with  others  it  has  been  no  sooner  won  than  lost. 
But  iKHie  that  have  sufi'ered  it  to  slip  from  their  grasp  have 
ever  succeeded  in  regaining  it. 

"  If,  then,  history  Teaches  us  any  lesson  at  all,  it  is  that 
no  people  fit  to  enjoy  liberty  has  ever  lost  it.  When  Mr. 
Voorhees  said  that  liis  countrymen  exiiibit  the  spectacle  of 
a  dyinu  people,  he  left  us  the  iufereiice  that  they  are  a  peo- 
ple not  fit  to  live;  thatif  they  have  lost  their  liberty  they  are 
no  longer  fit  to  enjoy  it,or  capable  of  winning  it  back.  Mr. 
VooRiiEES  is  right.  His  speech  reiterates  all  that  the  south- 
ern people  liave  asserted  of  the  conversion  of  the  Norili  into 
a  consolidated  despotism  ;  of  tlie  subversion  of  the  Consti 
tution,of  the  annihilalionof  ilierightsof  the  States;  of  the 
destruction  of  all  the  principles  on  which  their  n-puhliean 
system  was  supposed  to  be  founded.  Nor  was  this  result 
at  all  surprising.  The  eourscof  events  in  tlie  United  States 
has  many  parallels  in  liisioiy.  IJut  it  has,  iiotwitlistaiidiiig, 
its  new  and  remarkable  features — features  which  represent 
a  deeper  degeneracy,  a  more  sudden  lapse  into  despotism, 
than  have  evercharacterized  any  nation.  It  required  gen- 
erations of  corruption  lo  bend  tiie  Roman  people  to  the  odi- 
ous yoke  of  Tiberius,  or  tlie  despicable  tyranny  of  Vitellus; 
but  the  Yankees  plunge  headlong  from  the  height  of  dem- 
ocratic license  into  the  profoundest  abysses  of  tyranny. 
Historians  have  deplored  the  fall  of  the  Athenian  common- 
wealth; but  the  Athenian  commonwealth  was  subverted 
by  the  ability  of  Philip  and  the  genius  of  Alexander.  The 
admirers  of  i'reedom  have  mourned  over  the  fall  of  the  Ro- 
man republic;  but  the  Roman  republic  yielded  to  the 
greatest  statesman  and  the  greatest  captain  of  his  age.  In 
short,  wlienever,  in  preceding  ages,  republics  have  been 
overthrown,  or  commonwealths  subverted,  they  have  sur- 
rendered to  the  ability  of  the  statesman  or  the  sword  of  the 
hero — to  a  Pericles,  a  Oa;sar,  a  Cromwell,  or  a  Napoleon. 
But  the  Yankees  sink  at  once  into  the  depths  of  slavish 
submission,  and  gladly  yield  their  rights  and  their  liberties 
to  fourih-rate  lawyers  and  third-rate  soldiers;  to  Lincoln 
and  Burnside,  and  iSchenck  and  Grant. 

"  If  any  justification  were  needed  for  the  course  of  the 
South  in  separating  from  the  North,  it  would  be  lurnished 
by  the  coteinporaneous  history  of  the  United  States.  The 
causes  which  led  to  secession  were  strong  enough  to  con- 
stitute an  ample  reason;  but  the  causes  which  forbid  re- 
construction are  infinitely  stronger.  lithe  Yanki.-es,  before 
the  war,  had  sliowu  themselves  unfit  to  be  our  associates, 
the  trails  that  they  have  developed  siiu'e  the  war  prove  that 
they  arc  far  more  unfit  to  be  our  masters.  If  we  were  un- 
willing to  live  in  a  Union  with  the  Vankinis  when  tliey  still 
claimed  to  be  a  free  people,  it  must  be  absolutely  impossi- 
ble for  ns  to  return  to  tlieni  when  they  have  become  the 
voluntary  siihj<'ets  of  a  eouteniptible  but  relentless  dc-jioi. 
We  refused  to  lie  their  fellow-citizens  ;  we  can  nevercon- 
sent  to  become  their  IVIIow--laves. 

"Yet  Mr.  Voorhees,  represeniing  those  who  claim  to 
be  the  'peace  |iarty'  of  the  North,  the  old  Denioeracy,  the 
peculiar  friends  of  the  South,  warns  us,  Willi  a  delightful 
simplicity,  not  to  look  forward  to  si'paralion  and  independ- 
ence, lie  commences  by  saying  that  a  nation  whicli  once 
loses  its  liberty  never  regains  it.  lie  jirovi'S  that  the  Yan- 
kees have  lost  their  liberty,  and  then  says  that  the  next 
presidential  election  will  put  an  end  to  war  and  death, and 
bring  a  cmistitutional  union  of  the  States.  lie  says  that 
the  L'onstitiition  is  overthrown,  that  justice  is  annihilated, 
that  the  guarantees  of  public  liberty  arc  disregarded  ;  that 
the  Goveriiinent  is  ruined  and  bankrupt,  its  civil  agents 
corrupt  and  wicked,  and  its  military  agents  brutal  and  in- 
famous. And  he  amiably  invites  the  South  to  participate 
in  lliese  uneqiialed  and  unparalleled  blessings.  He  beckons 
us  on  to  this  delightful  entertainment,  assuring  us  that  in 
the  coijperatioii  of  the  conservative  men  of  the  North  we 
have  a  basis  of  perfect  security  for  our  rights  and  institu- 
tions. It  would  really  seem  to  be  time  that  these  'con- 
servative men'  had  abandoned  all  such  puerile  delusions, 
and  admitted  the  indisputable  fact  the  South  is  lighting  for 
indi'pendence  of  the  Yankee  Union,  and  that  vviiat  they 
call  our  rights  in  tlie  Union  are  precisely  what  we  do  not 
want.  It  is  time  they  understood  that  we  have  waged  three 
years  of  bitter  warfare,  that  we  have  fought  a  hundred  bat- 
tles, given  up  our  sons  and  our  brothers  lo  the  slaughter, 
niid  submitted  to  the  desolation  of  our  homes,  the  devasta- 
tion of  our  fields,  and  the  bombardment  of  our  cities,  not 
by  any  means  that  the  end  of  all  should  be  a  new  alliance 
with  the  northern  Democracy,  a  recurrence  to  the  intrigues 
and  corruptions  of  the  old  Union.  It  is  time  iliat  they  saw 
clearly  that  we  wish  neither  a  repiitilion  of  the  humiliating 
partisan  alliances  and  conflicts  of  the  past  nor  a  participa- 
tion in  the  Yankee  slavery  of  the  present.  We  have  got 
hap|iily  rid  of  the  one,  and  we  are  determined  never  to 
submit  to  ihe  other." — Richjiiond  If-'liii;,  March  10,  16G4. 

Now,  to  return  for  a  mntrient  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood,]  who 


says  we  may  include  him  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  is  to  be  punished  for  his  utterances.  Look 
at  the  Toombs  letter.  What  do  you  tliink  of  the 
gentleman  standing  here  and  defendingMr.  Long 
who  wrote  that  Toombs  letter,  or  rather  the  re- 
ply to  it?  "Is  it  true  that  arms" — and  this 
was  after  the  firing  was  opened  on  Fort  Sumter, 
it  was  after  the  dogs  of  war  were  turned  loose 
— "is  it  true  that  arms  belonging  to  Georgia 
were  seized  in  the  city  of  New  York.'  An 
early  answer  is  important  not  only  to  Georgia 
but  to  New  York. "  Such  is  the  language  of  the 
traitor  Toombs  to  the  patriot  Wood.  There  is 
an  innuendo.  What  does  it  mean  .'  Does  it  mean 
an  understanding  between  them  in  days  gone  by? 
"An  early  and  satisfactory  answer  is  important 
to  Georgia  and  JVeto  York!"  What  did  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  reply?  "  It  is  true  that 
arms  have  been  seized  belonging  to  the  State  of 
Georgia.  The  police  of  New  York  are  not  con- 
trolled by  the  mayor  of  New  York.  If  they  were 
I  would  inflict  upon  the  perpetrators  of  this  out- 
rage most  summary  punishment."  There  was 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Jesse  D.  Bright;  he  was 
and  is  not,  and  yet  God  did  not  take  him.  In 
that  respect  there  is  a  distinction  between  the  case 
of  Jesse  and  Enoch.  He  gave  one  of  his  friends 
a  letter  of  introduction  to  JefF.  Davis  on  the  sub- 
ject of  fire-arms.  He  wanted  to  put  fire-arms  into 
the  hands  of  the  rebels  to  assasssinate  the  Union. 
So  did  this  man.  They  are  two  precious  brothers 
together — par  nobile  fratrum.  Lovely  in  their 
lives,  in  death  they  should  not  be  divided.  [Great 
laughter.] 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Schenck]  told 
us  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [iVlr.  Fer- 
nando Wood]  did  make  a  patriotic  speech  in 
New  York  tifter  the  rebellion  had  broken  out,  in 
which  he  declared  his  willingness  to  aid  in  putting 
down  this  rebellion.  The  gentleman  told  us  that 
he  sat  beside  him  and  heard  him  make  the  speech. 
It  has  been  said  if  he  was  unworthy  to  occupy 
that  stand  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  ought  not  to 
have  sat  there  and  heard  the  speech;  that  in  doing 
so  he  was  particeps  criminis.  But  I  don 't  see  how 
that  can  be  said  when  the  speech  being  made  was 
patriotic  and  the  thing  was  right.  That  I  sup- 
pose was  one  of  the  gentleman's  [Mr.  Fernando 
Wood's]  repentant  moments.  He  has  had  such 
at  long  intervals  and  semi-occasionally.  1  do  not 
know  how  to  account  for  them. 

Perhaps  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  pursued  the 
right  policy.  Hamlet,  when  seeking  to  wreak  his 
vengeance  upon  the  assassin  of  his  father,  unfor- 
tunately found  him  at  prayers,  and  would  hot  kill 
him  then,  because,  as  he  said,  his  soul  might  go 
straight  to  heaven  when  he  wanted  to  send  it  to 
hell.  He  said  he  would  wait  until  he  found  him 
drunk  or  in  his  adulterous  bed,  or  engaged  in 
somelhing  that  had  no  relish  of  salvation  in  it. 
Then,  said  he,  I'll 

"Trip  him,  that  his  heels  may  kick  at  heaven; 
And  that  his  soul  may  be  as  dauined,  and  black, 
As  hell,  whereto  it  goes." 

Hamlet  wailed  his  time,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  has  bided  his  time,  and  now,  with 
anuizing  dexterity,  trips  the  gentleman,  and 
makes  his  heels  fly  in  a  direction  antagonistic  to 
gravitation. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
to 

Mr.  HOLMAN,  who  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

Tiie  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  (at  a  quarter 
past  eleven  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  Jlpril  12,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  appixived. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
communicating,  in  com|)lianoe  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  31st  of  March,  an  accouiU 
of  the  money  expended,  the  number  of  officers 
appointed,  and  the  salaries  paid  the  samc,forthe 
collection  of  direct  taxes  in  insurrectionary  dis- 
tricts, and  a  statement  of  the  amount  received 
from  direct  taxes  and  the  quantity  of  lands  sold 
for  lax(-s  in  those  districts;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordured  to  be 
printed. 
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He  niso  laid  before  llie  Senate  acomiminicntion 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmiiiing, 
in  answer  to  a  ressolulion  of  the  Senate  of  March 
22,  copies  of  reports  made  by  a  commission  ap- 
pointed in  1861  to  inquire  into  liidiaii  affairs;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

He  al^<o  hiid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting 
additional  |)a[iers  upon  the  subject  of  providing 
means  of  suljsistcnce  for  the  Navajo  Indians  of 
New  Mexico  upon  a  reservation  at  the  "  Bosque 
Redondo,"on  the  Pecos  river;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  submitting  a_ 
report  of  tiie  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
and  the  accounts  of  tiie  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs  and  Indian  agents  of  the  southern  super- 
intendency,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1863;  whicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petition  of  watch- 
men of  the  navy-yard  at  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  for  an  increase  of  their  pay  to 
the  same  standard  as  the  men  doing  similar  duty 
in  the  Executive  Departments;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  COWAN  presented  the  memorial  of  Fred- 
erick Watts,  president  of  the  Cumberland  Valley 
Railroad  Company,  remonstrating  against  an  ex- 
tension of  the  patents  of  Charles  Goodyear  for  the 
manufacture  of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Mr.  GRIMES  presented  the  memorial  of  Henry 
O'Rielly, for  in  creasing  and  cheapening  telegraphic 
correspondence  among  the  American  people,  and 
between  them  and  the  nations  of  the  Old  World; 
■which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  desire  to  present  the 
memorial  of  Perry  McD.  Collins,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  and  a  resident  of  California,  stat- 
ing the  fact  that  he  has  formed  an  arrangement 
with  the  Government  of  Russia  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  telegraphic  line  by  the  Government  of 
Russia  to  the  mouth  of  the  Amoor  river;  that  he 
has  also  made  arrangements  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  by  which  he  is  authorized 
to  construct  a  telegraphic  line  through  the  British 
possessions  of  America  on  the  northwestern  coast 
of  America,  and  stating  various  reasons  why  the 
United  States  are  deeply  interested,  cominercially 
and  otherwise,  in  aiding  in  the  construction  of 
this  telegraphic  line  which  shall  connect  the  tele- 
graphic system  of  the  United  States  with  the  tele- 
graphic system  of  all  Europe  and  Asia.  I  ask, 
as  this  memorial  is  upon  a  very  important  sub- 
ject, one  of  the  most  important  that  can  be  pre- 
sented in  the  present  state  of  society  and  of  the 
world,  the  question  of  telegraphic  connection  be- 
tween this  continent  and  the  continents  of  the  Old 
World,  that  the  memorial  which  is  short  may  be 
printed,  and  that  the  memorial  with  the  accom- 
panying papers  may  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

It  was  so  referred;  and  the  motion  to  print  was 
agreed  to. 

ADMISSION  OF  NEBRASKA  AS  A  STATE. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  move  to  postpone  all  prior 
orders,  and  take  up  for  consideration  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  14 j,)  to  enable  the  people  of  Nebraska 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  goveinment,  and 
for  the  a'Imission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  mean  to  oppose 
that  motion;  but  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Senator  from 
Oliio  and  other  Senators  that  at  one  o'clock  I 
wliall  insist  upon  going  on  with  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  shall  not  press  this  bill  after 
that  lime.  I  presume  we  can  pass  it  long  before 
that  hour  arrives.  It  is  precisely  like  the  Ijills 
we  passed  some  days  ago  to  enable  other  Ter- 
ritories to  become  States.  If  the  people  are  to 
organize  under  this  bill,  it  is  time  it  should  be 
passed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
propoHcd  Stale  is  to  cionsist  of  all  the  territory  in- 
cluded v/iihiti  the  following  boundaries:  commen- 


cing at  a  point  formed  by  the  intersection  of  the 
western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri  with 
the  fortieth  degree  of  north  latitude;  extending 
thence  due  west  along  the  fortieth  degree  of  north 
latitude  to  a  point  formed  by  its  intersection  with 
the  twenty-fifth  degree  of  longitude  west  from 
Washington;  thence  north  along  the  twenty-fifth 
degree  of  longitude  to  a  )-)oint  forined  by  its  in- 
tersection with  the  forty-first  degree  of  north  lat- 
itude; thence  west  along  the  forty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude  to  a  point  formed  by  its  intersec- 
tion with  the  twenty-seventh  degree  of  longitude 
west  from  Washington;  thence  north  along  the 
twenty-seventh  degree  of  west  longitude  to  a 
point  formed  by  its  intersection  with  the  forty- 
third  degree  of  north  latitude;  thence  east  along 
the  forty-third  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the 
Reya  Paha  river;  thence  down  the  middle  of  the 
channel  of  that  river,  with  its  meanderings,  to  its 
junction  with  the  Niobrara  river,  thence  down 
the  middle  of  the  channel  of  the  Niobrara  river, 
and  following  the  meanderings  thereof,  to  its 
junction  with  the  Missouri  river;  thence  down 
the  middle  of  the  channel  of  the  Missouri  river, 
and  following  the  meanderings  thereof,  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  There  is  an  unusual  provis- 
ion in  the  twelfth  section  of  the  bill  to  which  1 
desire  to  call  attention.     It  is  as  follows: 

That  five  percent,  of  tlie  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  all  puh- 
lic  Innds  lying  within  said  State,  which  have  been  or  shall 
be  sold  hy  the  United  States  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  ad- 
mission of  said  State  into  the  Union,  after  deducting  all  the 
expenses  incident  to  tlie  same,  shall  be  paid  to  tlie  said 
State  for  the  support  of  common  schools. 

It  is  not  usual  to  grant  the  five  per  cent,  on  the 
sale  of  lands  preceding  the  admission  of  the  State. 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee and  the  Senate  to  it.  The  usual  provision 
is  to  give  five  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  all  public  lands  after  the  admission  of  the  State. 

Mr.  WADE.  This  provision  was  in  the  bill 
as  it  cnine  to  us  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  as  those  sales  do  not  amount  to  much 
anyhow,  wc  thought  we  might  l)e  generous  to  this 
State,  and  that  it  was  not  of  sufficient  importance 
to  strike  it  out  and  make  an  amendment.  There 
has  not  been  a  vast  deal  of  land  sold  there;  but 
the  gentleman  knows  more  than  I  do  about  the 
quantity.  I  suppose  it  will  be  somewhat  ex- 
pensive to  erect  a  State  government  there,  and  1 
should  be  willing  toextend  thisprivilege  to  theiri, 
though  I  am  not  strenuous  about  it.  If  the  Senate 
think  it  would  be  generous  now  to  strike  it  out, 
they  can  do  so.  I  prefer  the  bill  as  it  is,  but  1 
shall  not  resist  such  an  amendment. 

Mr.  TRUiMBULL.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
what  was  the  population  of  Nebraska  when  the 
last  census  was  taken,  and  whether  there  has 
probably  been  any  increase  of  population  since 
that  tiine  or  not.  I  know  that  in  these  days  it 
is  regarded  as  a  very  small  matter  to  make  a  State. 
It  used  to  be  considered  a  matter  of  some  consid- 
erable importance;  but  now  we  can  make  a  Ter- 
ritory into  a  State  in  the  inorning  hour  without 
anybody  scarcely  listening  to  the  bill  when  it  is 
read.  1  have  not  looked  at  the  census  with  a 
view  to  this  question  this  morning;  but  my  rec- 
ollection of  the  population  of  Nebraska  is  that 
there  are  some  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  people 
(here.  If  Congress  think  proper  to  adinit  every 
twenty  or  thirty  thousand  people  they  can  find 
anywhere  as  a  State,  they  will  multiply  States 
very  rapidly.  The  numberof  inhabitants  neces- 
sary to  send  a  Representative  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  in  the  old  States  is  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand,  I  think. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  One  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
thousand. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  This  Territory,  I  sup- 
pose, has  not  got  twenty-seven  thousand.  I  im- 
agine not,  though  I  do  not  know  what  its  popu- 
lation is. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Twenty-eight  thousand  and  a 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, who  has  looked  into  the  subject  it  seems, 
says  that  the  population  is  twenty-eight  thousand 
and  a  fraction.  lam  noldisposi'd  to  lake  up  time 
in  opposition  to  the  bill;  but  I  think  it  is  rather 
an  important  matter  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  morn- 
ing hour  without  any  consiilcraiion. 


Mr.  FOSTER.  I  should  like  also  to  inquire 
whether  even  tiiis  small  population  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  or  twenty-eight  thousand  have 
asked  to  be  admitted  as  a  State.  It  seems  to  me 
if  they  have  it  is  a  very  strange  fact.  For  all 
practical  purposes  a  territorial  government  is  a 
State  government,  allowing  the  people  substan- 
tially the  rights  and  privileges  which  they  would 
have  if  the  Territory  were  a  State;  but  as  they 
are  now  situated,  all  their  territorial  expenses  are 
paid  by  the  national  Government  from  the  na- 
tional Treasury.  If  twenty-five  thousand  people 
in  that  far-off  region  are  desirous  of  paying  the 
expenses  and  bearing  the  burden  of  a  State  gov- 
ernment, it  seems  to  me  wonderful.  I  should  like 
very  much  to  know  how  many  of  the  populaiion 
of  that  Territory  have  asked  to  be  rnade  a  Slate. 
For  one,  I  should  not  wish  to  impose  upon  them 
the  burdens  of  a  State  government  without  their 
asking  for  it.  It  will  make  taxation  very  heavy 
to  sustain  a  State  government  there.  It  is  true  I 
shall  not  have  it  to  pay, and  my  constituents  will 
not;  and  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  will 
be  relieved  of  supporting  a  territorial  government; 
but  I  should  hesitate  a  little  before  incorporating 
this  Territory  into  a  State  without  very  substan- 
tial evidence  that  they  wanted  the  incorporation. 

It  is  very  easy  to  conjecture  how  there  may  be 
apparently  a  desire  in  a  Territory  to  be  made  into 
a  State.  In  the  first  place,  a  Territory  is  not  rep- 
resented in  this  body,  and  a  State  has  two  rep- 
resentatives liere.  Then  again  there  are  various 
offices  in  a  State  which  are  not  filled  while  the 
territorial  condition  continues.  Some  half  dozen 
influential  and  ambitious  men  who  aspire  to  be 
Senators  and  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  districtjudges  may  very  easily  get 
up  an  apparent  desire  in  the  population  of  a  Ter- 
ritory to  be  made  intoaState.  Buthow  far,  out- 
side of  the  men  who  aspire  to  these  offices,  does 
this  desire  extend?  How  far  does  it  extend  among 
the  mass  of  the  people?  Who  is  it  living  in  a 
Territory  that  would  not  prefer  to  have  it  con- 
tinue a  Territory  until  it  had  assumed  the  size 
and  proportions  of  a  State,  than  to  have  it  made 
prematurely  into  a  State?  Who,  except  the  men 
whoexpectto  hold  these  importantoffices?  They, 
it  is  true,  might  feel  ambitious  and  desirous  of 
changing  the  territorial  condition  into  that  of  a 
State;  but  I  apprehend  few  besides  themselves 
wouM  be  actuated  by  that  feeling.  I  do  not,  t'or 
myself,  believe  that  if  the  question  were  put  to  the 
people  of  that  Territory  to-day,  one  half  of  them 
would  be  in  favor  of  changing  thefr  territorial 
condition  into  the  condition  of  a  State.  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  imagine  on  what  principle  those  who 
would  vote  for  the  change  would  so  vote.  What 
would  they  gain  by  it,  and  how  much  do  they 
clearly  lose? 

If  these  people  are  desirous  of  being  incorpo- 
rated intoaState,  I  certainly  shall  not  withhold 
iTiy  vote  from  it,  although  1  confess  the  amount 
of  the  population  seems  to  me  altogether  too  small, 
altogether  too  insignificant,  to  be  made  into  a  State. 
Still,  if  they  desire  it,  and  it  is  the  sens(!  of  the 
"Senate,  I  shall  not  oppose  it;  but  I  shall  want 
first  to  be  satisfied  beyond  a  peradventure  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  people  themselves  desire 
this  change. 

Mr.  WADE.  Mr.  President,  I  am  a  little  sur- 
prised that  an  objection  should  be  raised  to  the 
enabling  of  the  people  of  Nebraska  to  form  a  Stato 
government,  when  no  such  objection  has  been 
made  to  the  oUier  enabling  acts  that  have  been 
passed  during  this  session.  I  believe  this  Terri- 
tory has  as  many  inhabitants  as  the  other  Terri- 
tories that  we  have  already  authorized  to  form  a 
State  government. 

The  first  objection  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
is  that  the  population  of  Nebraska  is  not  suffi- 
cient; that  there  ought  to  be  population  enough 
there  for  a  represciilation  in  the  llouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives. That  has  never  been  the  rule  in  the 
organization  of  these  Territories.  I  hardly  know 
of  one  that  has  been  admitted  that  had  population 
enough  at  the  time  of  admission  to  demand  a  rep- 
resentation in  the  House  of  Representatives  under 
the  apportionment.  Some  of  them  may  have 
had  sufficient  undoubtedly,  but  they  were  very 
few.  Why,  sir,  Florida  exi.'iled  as  a  Slate  for  a 
great  many  years  before  it  had  sufficient  popula- 
tion to  entitle  it  to  representation.  Iowa,  also,  I 
think 

Mr.  GRIMES.     No,  sir. 
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Mr.  WADE.  I  will  not  be  sure  about  that; 
but  you  may  take  Florida,  Arkansas,  arjd  Texas, 
and  not  one  of  them  iind  tiie  population  requisite 
to  entitle  a  State  to  a  Representative.  Texas  had 
two  Representatives  assigned  to  her  when  she 
had  nothing  like  population  enough  to  entitle  her 
to  one.  That  has  not  been  the  rule  upon  which 
■we  have  proceeded.  Where  a  Territory  was  fill- 
ing up  fast  with  population,  and  was  immediately 
to  assume  an  important  position  in  the  Confed- 
eracy by  reason  of  the  fertility  of  its  lands  and 
the  rapidity  with  which  it  was  being  peopled,  I 
suppose  that  constituted  pretty  much  the  reason 
■why  we  have  not  insisted  on  any  sucli  rule.  Cer- 
tainly a  rule  that  we  have  never  applied  to  other 
Territories  should  not  be  applied  to  this. 

The  next  objection  is  that  we  are  about  to  im- 
pose a  State  government  on  a  people  against  their 
•will.  I  should  be  as  much  opposed  to  that,  sir, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut.  He  demands 
of  me  to  know  whether  it  is  the  wish  of  these 
people  to  be  enabled  to  form  a  State  government. 
That  is  the  purpose  of  this  bill.  It  is  only  to  en- 
able the  people  there,  if  they  see  fit,  to  meet  in 
convention  and  there  determine  either  to  have  a 
State  government  or  not.  Do  they  want  a  State 
government.?  They  have  a  Delegate  in  the  other 
House,  <vho,  I  suppose,  fairly  represents  their 
■will  and  their  wishes.  He  ■was  there  advising 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  He  ought  to  know 
whether  they  want  it  or  not,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  does,  ^liave  no  question  thathefairlyrepresents 
the  people  there;  but  whether  lie  does  or  not,  we 
only  present  to  the  people  the  power  to  meet  and 
take  upon  themselves  a  State  government,  and 
relieve  the  Government  of  the  United  Statesfrom 
supporting  their  government  if  they  see  fit  to  do 
BO.  The  Senator  is  afraid  that  we  shall  burden 
them  with  the  expenses  ofcarrying  on  a  State  gov- 
ernment. I  do  not  believe  they  would  thank  the 
gentleman  for  that  kind  of  advice.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  they  are  able  to  take  care  of  their  own 
concerns;  they  are  intelligent;  they  do  not  want 
any  counsel  on  that  subject  from  ■without,  I  pre- 
sume. If  they  do  not  want  a  State  government 
they  are  not  obliged  to  have  it.  The  bill  only 
enables  them  to  have  it  if  they  want  it.  Then 
that  objection  falls  to  the  ground. 

I  know  of  no  objection  in  this  case  that  has  not 
been  overcome  in  every  instance  where  such  a 
bill  has  been  presented;  and  certainly  there  is  no 
reason  existing  against  enabling  these  people  to 
form  a  State  government  that  has  not  existed  in 
every  case  of  this  kind  that  has  been  presented 
since  I  have  had  a  seat  on  this  floor.  It  is  a  large, 
fertile  Tenitory,  now,  under  the  operation  of 
your  homestead  law,  filling  up  with  population 
beyond  all  previousexample.  Why  then  should 
we  now  adopt  a  rule  to  prevent  their  exercising 
their  will  and  having  a  State  if  they  want  it .''  The 
reasons  are  all  the  other  way.  We  have  invited 
men  to  go  into  our  Territories  and  take  up  land 
and  get  a  title  to  it  under  the  homestead  law. 
That  policy  has  increased  greatly  the  settlement 
of  our  fertile  Territories  lying  contiguous  to  and 
of  easy  access  from  tiie  old  peopled  part  of  the 
country.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  Territory 
will  have  a  population  amply  sufficient  for  a  Rep- 
resentative by  the  time  they  get  a  State  govern- 
ment formed  and  are  ready  to  elect  their  officers. 
Tlierefore  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
follow  the  rule  of  all  the  rest;  but  I  do  not  wish 
to  take  up  time  in  speaking. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Permit  me  to  make  a  suggestion 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  particularly  as 
it  is  apparent  there  is  not  a  quorum  present,  that 
this  measure  be  laid  over  informally,  so  that  the 
morning  business  may  be  gone  through  with. 

Mr.  WADE,  i  have  no  objection  to  that.  I 
do  not  wish  to  press  it;  but  I  wish  to  have  it 
passed  in  such  time  that  if  the  people  see  fit  to 
form  a  State  government  they  can  do  it  before 
the  next  election. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Before  the  matter  passes  from 
under  con.sideration,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  in  re- 
ply to  the  suggestion  that  I  am  undertaking  to 
give  advice  to  the  people  of  this  Territory,  they 
being,  as  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee suggests,  abundantly  competent,  in  his  opin- 
ion, to  decide  their  own  matters  for  themselves. 
That  is  the  very  principle  which  I  was  advoca- 
ting; and  1  only  asked — and  asked  what  lias  not 
been  answered — whether  the  people  had  requested 
by  petition  here — which  is  tlie  only  way  they  can 


request  it — that  a  State  government  be  formed, 
saying  that  if  they  had  asked  it  I  was  ready  to 
give  it  to  th(-m.  That  was  the  position  in  which 
1  was  giving  "  advice.  " 

Mr.  WADE.  Whether  they  have  asked  it  by 
petition  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  There  was  no 
petition  sent  to  our  committee;  there  may  have 
been  petitions  sent  to  Congress.  I  rely  on  their 
representative  in  the  other  House. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  If  the  representative  is  in- 
structed by  his  people  to  ask  this,  it  is  all  right, 
but  unless  that  representative  is  instructed  to  ask 
for  the  admission  of  the  Territory  as  a  State,  1 
submit  to  the  honorable  chairman  whether  he 
and  his  committee,  and  the  Senate,  if  this  bill 
passes,  are  not  advising  the  people  of  this  Terri- 
tory, calling  upon  them  to  come  together,  and  say 
whether  they  will  not  be  made  into  a  State.  It 
is  I  who  am  standing  here  upon  the  principle  of 
letting  the  people  manage  their  own  affairs  in 
their  own  way,  and  when  they  want  to  be  made 
a  State,  to  say  so.  The  gentleman  goes  over  the 
ground  of  calling  them  together  and  asking  them 
if  they  will  not  be  made  a  State.  I  think  that  is 
rather  dictating,  or,  at  all  events,  giving  advice, 
instead  of  waiting  patiently  for  the  people  to  ex- 
press their  own  wishes. 

Mr.  WADE.     Will  the  gentleman  allow  me.' 

Mr.  FOSTER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  WADE.  We  wish  to  give  them  the  right, 
the  privilege,  of  doingas  they  please  on  this  sub- 
ject; and  can  they  do  as  they  please  on  this  sub- 
ject witliout  our  action,  provided  they  want  a 
State  government.?  They  cannot  have  it  without 
our  action  if  they  want  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Certainly  they  cannot;  butthe 
doors  of  the  Senate  are  open,  the  doors  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  are  open,  and  if  they 
want  a  State  government  it  is  pretty  easy  for  tlie 
people  of  the  Territory  to  make  their  voice  heard 
here  and  let  us  know  that  they  want  it.  Itscems 
to  me  officious,  to  say  the  least,  for  us  to  pass  a 
bill  inviting  them  to  come  together  and  express 
their  views  on  this  question.  I  think  the  people 
are  abundantly  competent  to  say,  "When  we  want 
a  State  government  we  will  ask  you  to  give  us 
one." 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee does  not  intend  to  insist  upon  a  vote  on  this 
bill  this  morning  I  move  that  it  be  postponed,  and 
that  we  take  up  for  consideration  Senate  bill  No. 
208. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall  call  up 
this  bill  to-morrow  morning,  fdr  I  wish  to  get  it 
through  in  a  reasonable  time. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  will  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow.     The  bill  is  postponed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  from  the  select  committee  on 
slavery  and  freedmen,  to  whom  were  referred 
petitions  praying  that  something  may  be  done  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  persons  who  have  been 
freed  from  slavery  by  the  present  war,  reported 
a  bill  (S.  No.  227)  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Freed- 
men; which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  HARLAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  R.  No.  55)  granting  certain  privileges  to 
the  city  of  Des  Moines,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  C.  Mullohan,  of  Gal- 
lipolis,01iio,  praying  that  additional  time  be  given 
for  the  location  of  land  warrants  of  soldiers  of 
the  war  of  1812,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  (S.  No.  228)  providing  for  satisfying 
claims  for  bounty  lands,  and  for  other  purposes. 
The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POMEROY,  fron)  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  149)  concerningcertain  school  lands  in  tovvn- 
ship  forty-five  north,  range  seven  east,  in  the  State 
of  Missouri,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  itsfur- 
ther  consideration ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No. 
215)  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  at  Lawrence, 
Kansas,  by  the  duantrell  raid  of  July  21,  1863, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  considera- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to. 


He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  proprietor  of  the 
Nev/  York  Sun,  praying  for  the  remission  of  the 
Government  tax  on  the  paper,  to  be  given  to  the 
New  York  sanitary  fair,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S. 
No.  160)  to  grant  aid  for  the  construction  of  cer- 
tain railroads  in  Wisconsin,  reported  it  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  HARDING,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No. 
166)  authorizing  the  archives  in  the  office  of  the 
recorder  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Missouri 
to  be  delivered  to  said  State,  reported  it  witli  an 
amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Kansas,  in  favor  of  a  grant  of  lands  to  that  State 
in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections 
sold  for  the  benefit  of  certain  Indian  tribes,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  229)  to  regulate  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the 
value  of  lands  or  other  real  estate  that  may  be 
taken  for  the  public  use  of  the  United  States;  wliich 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  ob- 
tained, leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  230)  to 
prevent  the  assembling  of,  and  trial  by,  courts- 
martial,  of  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crimes 
notarising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in 
time  of  war  or  public  danger;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
231)  concerning  the  subsistence  and  pay  of  the 
Army;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Mi- 
litia, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA  AND  MINNESOTA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARLAN,  the  bill  (S.  No. 
208)  making  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  State  of  Iowa 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Mc- 
Gregor to  some  point  on  the  Missouri  river,  and 
certain  lateral  roads  to  connect  with  railroads  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  proposes  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Iowa 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  the  town  of  McGregor  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  river  in  the  State  of  Iowa, 
thence  extending  westward  by  the  most  practi- 
cable route  on  or  near  the  forty-third  parallel  of 
north  latitude  to  some  point  on  the  Missouri  river 
between  Sargent's  Bluffs  and  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  that  State;  also  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  commencing  at  Cedar  Falls  in  that 
State,  thence  along  or  near  the  valley  of  the  Ce- 
dar river  to  the  northern  boundary  thereof,  in  the 
direction  of  Mankato,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota; 
also  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Sioux  City,  in  that  State,  to  the  northern  bound- 
ary thereof,  in  the  direction  of  Mankato,  every 
alternate  section  of  public  land  of  the  United 
States,  not  mineral,  designated  by  odd  numbers, 
to  the  amount  of  five  alternate  sections  per  mile 
on  each  side  of  the  railroads  on  the  line  thereof, 
within  the  State  of  Iowa.  But  in  case  it  shall 
appear  that  the  United  States  have,  when  the  line 
or  route  of  the  roads  is  definitely  fixed,  sold,  ap- 
propriated, reserved,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  any 
sections  or  any  part  thereof  thus  granted  ,  or  that 
the  right  of  preemption  or  homestead  settlement 
has  attached  to  the  same,  then  it  is  to  be  the  duly 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  select,  in  alter- 
nate sections  or  parts  of  sections,  from  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States  nearest  to  the  specified 
tiers  of  sections,  so  much  public  land  of  the  United 
States,  not  mineral,  as  shall  be  equal  in  amount 
to  sucii  lands  as  the  United  States  have  sold  or 
otherwise  appropriated,  or  to  which  the  rights  of 
[ireeniption  or  homestead  setilfment  may  have 
attached;  which  lands  thus  selected,  in  lieu  of 
those  sold,  reservud,  or  otlierwise appropriated  or 
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disposed  of,  or  to  wliich  llie  right  of  prc'eni[Hion 
may  Imve  attached,  together  with  the  seclions 
and  parts  of  seclions  designated  and  appropriated, 
are  to  be  held  and  disposed  of  by  that  Stale  for 
the  pri.'scribed  use  and  purpose.  But  tiic  land  to 
be  so  selected  is  in  no  case  to  be  located  fin  ther  than 
twenty  miles  from  ihe  lines  of  the  roads;  and  the 
lands  thus  granted  are  to  be  exclusively  ap|ilied 
to  the  construction  of  the  roads,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever,  and  are  to  be  disposed  of  only 
tts  the  work  [)rogrcsses  through  the  same.  All 
lands  lieretofore  reserved  to  the  United  Stales  by 
any  act  of  Congress,  or  in  any  otiier  manner  by 
competent  authority,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in 
any  object  of  internal  improvement,  or  for  any 
other  purpose  whatsoever,  are  reserved  to  the 
United  States  from  the  operations  of  this  act,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  locate 
the  routes  of  the  roads  through  such  reserved 
lands;  in  which  case  the  right  of  way  only  will 
be  granted,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Nothing  in  this  en- 
actment or  in  any  existing  law  is  to  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the  railroad 
first  named  with  the  Dubuque  and  Sioux  City 
railroad,  at  a  point  west  of  the  Des  Moines  river, 
and  the  construction  and  use  of  a  common  trunk 
thence  to  Sioux  City,  on  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  State  of  Iowa, 
and  the  application  of  that  portion  of  the  lands 
thus  granted,  and  heretofore  granted  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  Dubuque  and  Sioux  City  rail- 
road, pertaining  to  that  part  of  each  road  west  of 
the  point  of  junction,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  the  common  trunk  road,  as  if  no  junction  were 
made. 

The  State,  in  addition  to  the  grant  heretofore 
mentioned,  is  also  to  be  authorized  to  locate  the 
roads  over  any  public  lands  of  the  United  States 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  reserved,  or  disposed 
of,  and  the  right  of  way  over  those  lands  of  the 
United  States  for  that  purpose  is  granted  to  that 
State  to  the  width  of  one  liundred  feet  on  each 
side  of  the  roads  as  located.  The  sections  and 
parts  of  sections  of  land  which  by  such'grant  shall 
remain  to  the  United  States  within  ten  miles  on 
each  side  of  the  roads  are  not  to  be  sold  for  less 
than  double  the  minimum  price  of  the  public  lands 
when  sold,  nor  are  any  of  the  lands  not  hereto- 
fore offered  for  sale  according  to  law  to  become 
subject  to  sale  at  private  entry  until  they  shall 
have  been  first  offered  at  public  sale  to  the  highest 
bidder  at  or  above  the  minimum  price.  But  act- 
ual bona  fide  settlers  under  the  preemption  laws 
of  the  United  States  may,  after  due  proof  of  set- 
tlement, improvement,  and  occupation,  as  now 
provided  by  law,  purchase  the  same  at  the  in- 
creased minimum  price;  and  settlers  under  the 
provisions  of  the  homestead  law  who  comply  with 
the  terms  and  requirements  of  that  act  are  to  be 
entitled  to  patents  for  an  amount  not  exceeding 
eighty  acres  each.  The  lands  thus  granted  are 
to  be  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  Legislature 
of  Iowa  for  the  purposes  specified  and  no  other; 
and  the  railroads  are  to  be  public  highways  for 
the  use  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
free  of  all  toll  or  other  charges  upon  the  trans- 
portation of  any  property  or  troops  of  the  United 
States. 

When  the  Governor  of  that  State  shall  certify 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  any  ten  con- 
Hecutivcmilesof  either  of  the  roads  are  completed 
in  good,  substantial,  and  workmanlike  manner  as 
a  first-class  railroad,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
is  to  issue  to  the  State  patents  for  the  land  oppo- 
site to  and  coterminous  with  the  completed  sec- 
tion; and  also  on  the  completion  of  each  succes- 
Bive  section  often  miles  until  the  roads  or  either 
of  them  are  completed,  when  the  whole  of  the 
lands  thus  granted  will  be  patented  to  the  State 
for  the  uses  mentioned  and  none  other.  But  kf  the 
roads  are  not  completed  within  ten  years  no  fur- 
ther patents  will  be  issued  to  the  State  for  the  lands, 
and  no  further  sale  of  the  lands  will  be  made  by 
the  State,  and  the  lands  unsold  will  revert  to  the 
United  States. 

As  $oon  as  the  Governor  of  Iowa  shall  file  or 
cause  to  be  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
maps  designating  the  probable  routes  of  the  roads, 
It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  withdraw  from  market  the  lands  embraced 
within  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

The  United  Stales  mail  is  to  be  transportrd  on 
the  roads  under  the  direction  of  the  I'o.st  Office 


Department,  at  such  price  as  Congress  may  by 
law  provide;  and  until  such  price  is  fixed  by  law, 
the  Postmaster  General  is  to  have  power  to  fix 
the  rale  of  coinpensation. 

The  bill  also  proposes  to  grant  to  the  State  of 
Minnesotn,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  Mankato,  in  that  State,  to  the  southern 
boundary  thereof,  so  as  to  connect  with  and  be- 
come a  part  of  the  railroad  mentioned  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act,  to  be  located  from  Cedar  Falls 
to  the  northern  boundary  of  Iowa,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Mankato;  also  from  Mankato  to  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  so 
as  to  connect  with  and  become  a  part  of  the  rail- 
road mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  to 
be  located  from  Sioux  City,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  to 
the  northern  boundary  thereof,  in  the  direction  of 
Mankato,  every  alternate  section  of  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  not  mineral,  designated  by 
odd  numbers,  in  like  quantity  per  mile  of  the  rail- 
roads situated  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  and  on 
conditions  and  with  limitations  in  every  respect 
the  same  as  those  attached  to  the  grant  now  to 
be  made  to  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  In  line  thirteen,  of  sec- 
tion one,  i  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "  in  the 
direction  of  Mankato,"  and  to  insert  "so  as  to 
connect  with  the  Minnesota  Central  railroad." 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  In  line  seven  of  section 
eight,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "  in  the  di- 
rection of  Mankato,"  and  to  insert  "  so  as  to  con- 
nect with  the  Minnesota  Southern  railroad." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, and  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DEATH  OF  JOHN  C.   RIVKS. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  move  that  when  the  Sen- 
ate adjourn  to-day,  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday 
next.  I  make  this  motion  in  order  to  give  Sena- 
tors an  opportunity  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Mr. 
Rives,  who  was  an  officer  of  this  body.  A  sim- 
ilar motion  has  been  agreed  to  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  unanimously. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Lloyd,  its  Chief  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
signed  an  enrolled  bill  (S.  No.  12)  extending  the 
time  within  which  the  States  and  Territories  may 
accept  the  grant  of  lands  made  by  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  donating  public  lands  to  the  several 
States  and  Territories  which  may  provide  col- 
leges for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  the  me- 
chanic arts,"  approved  July  2,  1862. 

BILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  approved  and  signed,  on 
the  9th  instant,  the  following  acts: 

An  act  (H.  R.  C.  C.  No.  114)  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Wormcr; 

An  act  (H.  II.  C.  C.  No.  115)  for  the  relief  of 
Darius  S.  Cole; 

An  act  (H.  R.  C.  C.  No.  116)  for  the  relief  of 
William  G.  Brown;  anil 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  302)  to  amend  section  nine 
of  the  act  approved  July  17,  1862,  entitled  "An 
act  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain 
officers  of  the  Army,  and  for  other  jiurposes." 

NAVAL  APPROTRIATION  BILL. 
The  PRESIDENT  ;)»'o  tempore.  The  morning 
hour  having  expired,  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  as  the  special  order  of  the  day,  takes 
precedence  of  all  other  business.  The  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  151)  making  appropriation  for  the  naval 
service  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865,  is  now 
before  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  pending  question  being  upon  an  amendment 
moved  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
[Mr.  Half,,]  by  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs.  That  amendment  is  to  strike  out 
of  the  clause  making  appropriation  for  the  navy- 
yard  at  Boston,  in  lines  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  one  hundred  and  eighty,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-two,  the 
words,  "and  for  extension  of  water  front  by  pur- 


chase of  two  lots  adjoining  the  navy-yard  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  ^135,000,  three  hurldrcd  and 
nineteen,"  and  insert  "  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
four;"  so  as  to  make  the  clause  read: 

Fora(lilition;il  amount  for  joiners'sliop,  Rdilitionnlnninnnt 
Tor  coal  liousf,  cxieiisioii  of  s^liear  wliarf,  railroad  tracks, 
and  repairs  of  all  kinds,  .$184,500. 

Upon  this  amendment  the  yens  and  nays  have 
been  ordered,  and  the  Secretary  will  call  ihcroll. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  25,  nays  11;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aiitliony,  Brown.  Butkalew,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Hale,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hen- 
dricks, Howe,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Ponicrov,  Powell, 
Ramsey,  lUddle,  Slierman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
Wilkinson,  Willey,and  Wilson— 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Conncss,  Cowan,  Dooliltic,  Fessenden, 
Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Howard,  Jolinson,  Spraguc,  and 
Wade— U. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  offer  anotheramcndment  from 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  I  move  to  strike 
out  in  lines  seventy-one  and  seventy-two  tlie 
words  "  for  furniture  for  Government  offices  and 
liousesin  the  navy-yards,"  and  to  reduce  the  ap- 
propriation in  lines  seventy-eight  and  seventy- 
nine  from  $1,370,000  to  $1,358,500. 

This  amendment  is  to  strike  out  the  appropri- 
ation for  furniture  for  Government  offices  and 
houses  in  the  navy-yards,  and  to  lessen  the  total 
appropriation  for  contingent  expenses  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Yards  and  Docks  by  the  amount  estima- 
ted for  that  purpose;  and  I  will  make  a  brief  state- 
ment as  to  the  facts.  After  the  passage  of  the 
law  of  1835,  regulating  the  pay  of  officers  of  the 
Navy,  and  raising  it  considerably,  there  was  a 
provision,  which  gentlemen  will  find  in  the  older 
editions  of  the  Navy  Register,  declaring  that  that 
should  be  in  full  of  all  allowances  of  all  kinds 
whatsoever,  except  actual  travel,  when  officers 
of  the  Navy  were  ordered  to  travel.  It  cut  offall 
allowances  which  had  before  been  made  for  other 
objects.  Notwithstanding  that,  the  Department 
continued  to  make  a  small  allowance  for  furni- 
ture up  to  the  close  of  the  Thirty-Second  Con- 
gress. The  attention  of  Congress  was  culled  to 
the  subject,  and  to  the  provisions  of  law;  and  at 
the  Thirty-Third  Congress,  commencing  in  1853, 
the  appropriation  for  that  purpose  was  stricken 
out.  No  appropriation  was  made  by  the  Thirty- 
Fourth  Congress,  the  Thirty-Fifth  Congress,  ihe 
Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  or  the  first  session  of  the 
Thirty-Seventh  Congress.  During  all  tiiat  lime 
no  appropriation  of  that  kind  was  made,  simply 
because  it  was  against  tlie  express  provisions  of 
the  law. 

At  the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress,  the 
np|)ropriation  found  its  way  into  the  appropria- 
tion bill  again,  for  the  first  time  for  about  a  dozen 
years.  By  some  means  or  other,  that  clause  which 
had  been  omitted  for  so  many  years  from  the  ap- 
propriation bill  got  in,  and  under  it  there  was 
spent,  in  1862-63,  at  the  Washington  navy-yard, 
j^74;  at  the  Norfolk  navy-yard,  nothing;  at  the 
Pensacola  navy-yard,  nothing;  at  the  Mare  Island 
yard,  |i800.  These  were  all  the  expenses  Inst 
year,  1  think — very  trifling.  This  year,  for  Ihe 
Washington  yard,  where  there  was  j(i74  expended 
last  year,  they  ask  for  j(,5,000;  at  Norfolk,  where 
there  was  nothing  spent  then,  they  now  ask  for 
$1,000;  at  Pensacola,  where  there  was  nolhing 
spent  then,  they  ask  for$500;  and  atMare  Island, 
where  $800  was  then  expended,  they  nowask  for 
$5,000;  showing  that  while  last  year  a  very  small 
amount  was  expended,  this  year  a  great  deal 
larger  amount  is  to  be  expended  if  the  appropria- 
tion shall  be  made. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  think  that  if 
it  is  necessary  or  proper  to  make  this  allowance — 
and  they  have  no  opinion  now  toex[iress()n  that 
point — it  should  be  added  to  the  compensation  of 
officers,  and  had  better  be  done  by  a  law  which 
shall  be  made  universal,  applying  to  all  oflicers, 
and  not  leave  it  to  the  arbitrary  discretion  ()f  the 
officers  at  the  Department  liaving  charge  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  money.  Congress,  after  niiicli 
deliberation,  determined  as  long  ago  as  1853  to 
drop  this  appropriation,  and  it  has  never  been 
made  since  until  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Let  me  ask  the  Senator 
if  ho  makes  a  distinction  between  the  Government 
offices  and  houses,  or  does  ho  propose  to  strike  out 
th('  whole .' 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  willing  to  strike  out  only 
the  Govermnent  houses. 
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Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  how  niucli  do  you 
leave  in  of  llie  appropriation  for  offices?  Have 
yon  looked  at  tiie  estimates? 

Mr.  HALE.  1  believe  they  are  not  separated 
in  the  estimates.  1  have  the  estimates  before  mc 
now. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  And  does  the  Senator  pro- 
pose to  krike  out  the  whole  amount  of  the  esti- 
mate for  this  item  ? 

Mr.  HALE.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  the  Senator  allows 
nothing  for  the  offices. 

Mr.  HALE.  It  is  impossible  to  distingaish 
them  ill  the  estimates. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Because  they  are  made 
together.  I  supposed  the  honorable  Senator  in 
making  such  a  motion  would  take  pains  to  inform 
himself  how  much  was  needed  for  the  offices,  and 
not  strike  out  the  whole  appropriation. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  know  but  what  it  will 
do  to  strike  out  simply  the  words  "  and  houses." 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  would  leave  too 
much  for  the  offices. 

Mr.  HALE.  1  suppose  they  would  not  abso- 
lutely feel  bound  to  expend  all  the  money.  Let 
the  proposition  be  simply  to  strike  out  the  words 
•'  and  houses." 

Mr.  CONN  ESS.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  cliair- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aftairs  whether 
he  expects  officers  to  carry  the  furniture  of  their 
quarters  around  with  them,  and  how  furniture  is 
to  be  provided  where  new  quarters  are  being  built, 
as  at  Mare  Island,  California,  where  there  are  no 
houses  for  officers,  but  where  they  are  now  being 
built  and  prepared  ?  Whodoes  lie  expectto  buy 
the  furniture  for  these  houses?  Does  he  expect 
the  officers  to  do  it,  and  then  sell  it  out  atauction 
when  they  change  their  places  and  are  superseded 
by  other  officers? 

Mr.  flALE.  That  is  not  for  me  to  answer. 
All  1  ask  is  that  the  law  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  It  does  appear  to  me  that 
it  is  for  the  Senator  to  answer.  The  law  gives  a 
certain  salary  to  these  officers.  An  old  law  that 
the  Senator  has  hunted  up  may  declare  that  that 
compensation  shall  be  the  only  compensation  they 
shall  receive;  but  I  think  it  is  for  the  Senate  to 
ascertain  whether  furnishing  their  quarters  with 
necessary  furniture  for  their  accommodation  has 
anything  to  do,  properly,  with  the  allowances 
made  to  the  officers  by  law.  These  officers  live 
in  the  navy-yards,  reside  there,  houses  are  prop- 
erly built  for  them  there;  that  is  where  they  be- 
long; they  are  required  to  be  furnished.  Appro- 
priatiens  of  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  are  made 
necessarily  to  build  quarters  for  officers  Does 
the  Senator  intend  thalthey  shall  not  be  furnished 
with  necessary  appurtenances  and  furniture?  It 
does  appear  to  me  that  it  is  for  him  to  answer. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  was  prepared  to  give 
an  explanation  in  reference  to  this  matter;  but 
my  friend  from  California  has  in  a  degree  antici- 
pated me,  though  not  entirely.  When  the  sub- 
ject was  before  the  Committee  on  Finance,  I  had 
great  doubt  whether  it  was  not  best  to  strike  out 
of  this  clause  the  words  "and  houses,"  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in  the 
amendment  now  proposed;  but  on  making  in- 
quiry and  looking  into  the  matter,  I  rather  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  advisable.  It  is 
true,  as  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  has 
said,  that  for  a  considerable  period  of  time  this 
item  was  omitted  from  this  annual  appropriation 
bill.  That,  however,  was  at  a  time  when  furni- 
ture had  been  provided  for  most,  if  not  for  all, 
houses  that  were  occupied,  and  it  was  not  there- 
fore absolutely  necessary.  The  Senate  know  that 
an  officer  of  the  Navy  who  is  situated  at  a  navy- 
yard  is  usually  kept  there  but  a  very  few  years. 
Most  of  his  time  he  is  afloat.  Occasionally  he  is 
sent  to  a  navy-yard  for  a  year  or  two.  He  goes 
into  the  occupation  of  a  house  there.  If  he  is 
obliged  to  live  at  the  navy-yard,  as  he  is  by  the 
regulations,  he  must  have  furniture  for  the  house. 
it  will  readily  be  perceived  that,  with  the  salary 
we  have  been  paying  to  our  naval  officers,  it  would 
be  pretty  hard  on  them  to  compel  them  to  furnish 
houses  in  the  style  in  which  an  officer  is  expected 
,  to  live  and  be  comfortable  and  respectable,  to 
stay  there  perhaps  for  one  year,  perhaps  for  two 
years,  perhaps  for  three  years,  or  perhaps ,  though 
not  often,  a  little  longer,  and  then  be  compelled 
to  sell  the  furniture  at  auction  at  a  sacrifice  and  go 
to  sea.    They  must  live  in  the  yard;  under  the 


regulations  they  are  obliged  to  live  there  to  pro- 
tect the  public  property ,  &c.,  and  therefore  the 
policy  was  introduced  by  the  Navy  Department 
of  recommending  an  allowance  for  this  purpose. 
There  is  no  positive  law  on  the  subject,  except 
such  law  as  arises  from  the  appropriation,  and  a 
small  appropriation  was  made  from  lime  to  time 
to  furnish  these  houses  to  a  certain  extent. 

Formerly  considerable  money  was  spent,  but 
they  adopted  a  system  of  rules  by  which  they 
limited  the  number  of  rooms  that  could  be  fur- 
nished by  the  Department  in  the  houses  and  also 
the  kind  of  furniture  to  befurnished,  and  adopted 
a  very  strict  system,  spending  but  little  money. 
I  have  the  printed  regulations  of  the  Department 
now  before  me  showing  precisely  the  system 
which  was  adopted.  These  regulations  were  es- 
tablished by  Mr.  Dobbin,  and  have  been  followed 
since.  The  Department  under  them  furnishes  a 
parlor,  a  dining-room,  a  hall,  a  kitchen,  and  cer- 
tain chambers  with  certain  kinds  of  furniture. 
For  instance,  for  a  parlor  the  furniture  is  one 
dozen  chairs,  one  sofa,  one  pier  or  center  table, 
one  looking-glass,  one  pair  andirons,  one  fender, 
one  set  shovel,  tongs,  and  poker,  one  carpet,  and 
one  hearth-rug.  I'he  regulations  prescribe  the 
furniture  for  the  different  rooms,  limiting  the 
number  of  rooms,  furnishing  only  the  absolutely 
necessary  articles,  and  also  limiting  the  price  so 
as  to  have  them  of  a  very  plain  description.  The 
prices  arc  all  given  here;  1  need  not  read  them, 
riien  the  regulations  go  on  to  state  the  rules, 
which  are  very  strict,  and  if  the  Senate  will  ex- 
cuse me  I  will-read  some  of  them: 

"  On  receipt  of  this  order  the  commandants  at  the  sev- 
eral navy-yards  will  cause  an  inventory  and  inspection  to 
be  made,  by  competent  person.s,  of  every  article  of  furni- 
ture in  the  lioust;s  and  otiices  on  his  station  belonging  to 
the  Government,  wliether  made  in  the  navy-yard  or  pur- 
chased in  open  market;  which  inventory  shall  be  compared 
with  the  Navy  storekeeper's  book,  a  copy  sent  to  the  Bu- 
reau ot  Yards  and  JJoeks,and  the  amount  thereof  returned 
to  the  bureau  monthly,  as  other  stores  are.  Alter  the  in- 
ventory, as  above  stated,  shall  have  been  taken,  every  of- 
ficer oecniiyiiig  a  Government  house  or  oflice  shall  receipt 
to  the  Navy  storekeeper  for  each  article  at  its  cost;  and 
when  oflicers  shall  be  detaehed  or  leave  the  houses,  the 
cnmmandaMt  shall  order  a  survey  and  inventory  of  the  fur- 
niture, and  report,  stating  its  condition,  and  missing  articles, 
if  any,  a  copy  of  vvliich  report  shall  be  Ibrvvarded  to  the  Bu- 
reau of  Yards  and  Doeks.  Tlioy  shall  deliver  over  to  the 
storekeeper  every  article,  and  according  to  the  last  receipt 
by  them  given.  Any  missing  article  must  be  accounted  for 
to  the  commandant.  On  delivery  of  all  the  furniture,  as 
above  stated,  the  officer's  receipt  will  be  canceled.  When 
commandants  assume  the  commniRl  of  a  navy-yard  or  sta- 
tion, or  officers  and  others  who  may  be  entitled  to  occupy 
houses  report  for  duty,  they  will  receipt  to  the  Navy  store- 
keeper for  every  article  of  public  furniture  delivered  to 
them  then,  and  afterwards  lor  such  other  articles  as  may 
be  purchased  by  the  United  States  or  made  in  the  yard  for 
them,  when  delivered;  a  copy  of  which  receipts  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  bureau. 

"No  article  of  furniture  shall  be  allowed  to  be  condemned 
and  replaced  which  has  not  been  in  use  over  live  years  ; 
after  it  shall  have  been  tliat  long  furnished  and  is  consid- 
ered unfit  for  usa,^a  survey  may  be  asked  lor  aiul  held  upon 
it.  Jf  reported  as  requiring  repairs,  let  it  be  repaired  ac- 
cording to  the  report;  if  condemned  it  must  be  returned  to 
the  Navy  storekeeper,  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  eon- 
demiiati<m  stating  the  cause.  The  storekeeper  will  credit 
the  officer  returning  it  at  the  price  at  which  it  was  eliargcd  ; 
then  it  must  be  sent  to  the  Navy  agent,  who  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  advertise  it  for  sale  in  like  manner  as  oilier  con- 
demned stores  are  advertised,  and  to  sell  it  at  public  auction 
to  the  highest  bidder,  and  deposit  the  proceeds  of  sale  to 
tlie  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates  under  the 
head  of  'Contingent.'  Requisitions  in  duplicate  for  new 
articles  similar  to  those  condemned,  if  allowed  under  this 
regulation,  may  be  made  by  the  occupant  of  the  house,  to 
be  forwarded  by  the  commandant  to  the  bureau,  and,  if 
approved  by  it,  may  be  piuchased  by  the  Navy  agent, 
passed  through  the  Navy  store  like  other  stores,  and  en- 
tered on  the  books  and  charged  to  the  olficer  receiving 
them,  and  receipted  for  by  him  at  cost ;  at  which  price 
they  are  to  be  continued  in  all  transfers  until  condemned 
by  survey.  No  new  article  of  any  kind,  however,  is  to  be 
purchased  or  made  in  the  yard  until  the  quantity  of  furni- 
ture in  the  house  shall  be  reduced  by  condemnation  in 
number  and  kind  to  the  table  herein  prescribed.  In  the 
purchase  of  furniture  under  this  regulation,  no  commuta- 
tion or  transfer  of  any  jiart  of  the  amount  hereby  allowed 
for  an  article  not  named,  or  from  one  article  to  another,  is 
to  be  made  either  directly  or  indirectly.  The  articles 
named  are  to  be  made  or  purchased  on  the  beet  terms,  for 
and  within  the  limited  price,  and  in  no  case  to  exceed  it. 
All  articles  made  in  the  navy-yards  for  persons  occupying 
Government  houses  are  to  be  charged  nt  cost,  and  passed 
tlirough  the  Navy  store  in  the  same  manner  (except  the 
inspection)  that  furniture  purchased  outside  of  the  navy- 
yard  does,  and  to  be  so  returned  and  accounted  lor. 

"The  Navy  storekeeper  will  be  charged  with,  and  held 
responsible  for,  all  furniture,  .is  he  is  for  all  other  stores. 

"A  copy  of  this  regulation  to  befurnished  to  eiieh  officer 
occupying  a  house  in  the  navy-yards;  also  to  the  purser  of 
llie  yaril,  the  Navy  agent  of  the  station,  ihe  Navy  store- 
keeper, and  the  master  mechanics  of  eaeli  department  in  a 
navy-yard,  including  the  boatswain,  gunner,  carpenter,  and 
sailmaker." 


I  am  informed  by  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  that  so  far  as  ho 
knows — and  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  that  bu- 
reau for  a  good  many  years — this  matter  has  been 
administered  with  great  caution,  with  rather  a 
severity  of  caution,  in  reference  to  furnishing 
the  articles.  The  articles  themselves,  as  gentle- 
men will  see  from  the  prices,  are  plain,  and  the 
rules  are  strict  and  stringent.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, looking  at  it  with  reference  to  the  officer 
and  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  he  remains  at  a 
navy-yard,  the  houses  themselves  being  owned 
by  the  Government,  and  he  being  compelled  to 
reside  there,  it  struck  mcthal  it  was  unreasonable 
to  expect  him  to  furnish  his  house,  with  the  prob- 
ability of  being  obliged  to  sacrifice  a  very  con- 
siderable amount  by  selling  it  at  the  termination 
of  his  service  there,  whereas  now  when  he  goes 
away  he  leaves  the  furniture  for  his  successor, 
whoever  he  may  be. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  the  amount  to  be 
expended,  that  is  easily  explained.  For  a  long 
time  we  got  along  with  very  small  amounts;  but 
at  certain  navy-yards,  for  example  at  the  one 
near  San  Francisco,  new  houses  have  been  put 
up.  A  large  amount  is  called  for  at  the  navy- 
yard  here  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  soldiers  were 
in  possession  of  the  yard  for  a  long  time  and  oc- 
cupied the  houses  as  barracks,  and  the  furniture 
became  worthless  and  a  large  portion  of  it  was 
destroyed,  and  that  rendei's  it  necessary  to  re- 
place the  furniture  in  point  of  fact. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  The  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  will  permit  me  to  call  his  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Government  is  now  enacting 
buildings  at  Mare  Island  which  are  required. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  acomparatively 
new  yard,  and  new  houses  aregoing  up,  and  that 
explains  fully  the  occasion  for  the  large  expend- 
iture there.  The  explanation  that  I  have  given 
shows  the  reason  why  the  appropriation  for  this 
year  proposed  to  be  made  by  Congress  is  neces- 
sarily large.  It  is  owing  to  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  the  furniture  having  been  de- 
stroyed. Probably  very  little  will  be  required 
next  year.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  fund  has  been 
faith  fully  ad  ministered.  The  Department  of  course 
has  no  feeling  aboutitexcept  the  same  that  I  have 
expressed,  that  it  would  seem  to  be  unjust  to  of- 
ficers to  be  compelled  to  go  to  large  expense  in 
furnishing  houses  at  the  navy-yards,  when  the 
probability  is  that  it  will  involve  a  largo  sacrifice 
when  they  come  to  go  to  sea  again.  That  is  my 
opinion,  and  for  that  reason  I  did  not  suggest  the 
striking  outof  the  appropriation.  Itis,  however, 
for  the  Senate  to  decide.- 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  deny  the  propriety  of 
any  of  the  suggestions  which  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator has  made;  and  if  it  is  necessary  to  make 
these  appropriations  any  larger  than  they  are,  or 
as  large  again,  I  am  willing  to  do  it;  but  I  want 
the  thing  done  by  law.  I  do  not  want  it  left  to 
the  discretion  of  an  officer  to  say  who  shall  have 
houses  and  who  shall  have  furnitureand  who  siiall 
not,  and  what  shall  be  the  amount.  I  want  to 
read  what  the  law  is  on  the  subject,  and  Senators 
will  see  how  plain  it  is.  The  second  section  of 
the  act  of  March  3,  1835,  to  regulate  the  pay  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales,  is  in  these  words; 

"Sec.  2.  ^vd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  allowanco 
shall  hereafter  be  made  to  any  oftieer  in  the  naval  scrvieo 
of  the  United  States  for  drawing  bills,  for  receiving  or  dis- 
bursing money,  or  transacting  any  business  lor  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States ;  nor  shall  he  be  allowed  ser- 
vants, or  pay  for  servants,  or  clothing  or  rations  for  them, 
or  pay  for  the  same,  nor  shall  any  allowance  be  made  to 
him  for  rent  of  quarters,  or  to  pay  rent  for  fnrnilure,  or  for 
lights  or  fuel,  or  transporting  baggage.  It  is  hereby  ex- 
pressly declared  tliat  the  yearly  allowance  provided  in  this 
act  is  all  the  pay,  compensation,  and  allowance  that  shall 
be  received  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  by  any 
such  olliceror  person,  exceptfor  traveling  expenses  when 
under  orders,  for  which  ten  cents  per  mile  shall  be  al- 
lowed." 

If  the  necessities  of  the  service  are  such  that 
these  allowances  ought  to  be  made,  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  make  them,  if  they  are  made  by  a  law, 
and  not  submitted  to  the  discretion  of  the  chief  of  a 
bureau  to  give  what  he  pleases  and  to  \«^ioni  ho 
pleases.  It  will  be  remarked  that  this  Inw  ex- 
pressly provides  that  there  shall  be  nothing  paid 
to  officers  for  rent  of  furniture;  and  how  singular 
and  anomalous  the  construction  of  the  law  would 
be  if  they  should  not  be  allowed  anything  for  rent 
of  furniture,  but  still  they  might  liavi;  the  furni- 
ture itself  bought  for  them.     I  have  nothing  fur- 
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ther  to  say  aliout  ihese  allowances,  except  that  if 
tlieyaie  made  they  ought  lo  be  rejjiilaied  bylaw. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  is  very  clear  that  that 
statute  does  not  apply  at  all.  Wc  do  not  allow 
anything  for  the  rent  of  liouses  or  rent  of  furni- 
ture, or  anything  of  that  kind.  We  do  not  allow 
bills  to  be  brought  in  for  furniture,  nor  do  wc  give 
them  any  furniture.  The  only  question  is,  when 
you  compel  them  to  live  in  a  Government  house 
at  a  particuhir  place,  whether  you  will  compel 
them  to  buy  furniture  for  that  house,  which  they 
must  do  unless  llie  Governinentchooses,  to  acer- 
tain  extent,  to  furnish  its  own  house.  The  law 
is  not  in  the  way,  and  does  not  cover  the  case  or 
apply  to  it  in  any  shape  or  form.  It  is  precisely 
in  the  shape  in  which  a  dozen  other  things  are 
done  for  the  Government,  not  for  the  officer;  and 
that  is  to  give  them  a  small  sum  to  meet  what  they 
conceive  to  be  an  expense  which  the  Governmetit 
ought  to  be  at  with  reference  to  it.  I  do  not  see 
any  difficulty  about  it.  The  officer  has  nothing 
to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  If  this  appropriation  shall 
be  made  it  will  be  the  law,  and  as  much  the  law 
as  the  statute  read  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs.  If  any  other  law  is  ne- 
cessary governing  this  subject,  the  Senator  during 
the  long  period  that  he  has  been  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  should  have  provided 
such  a  law.  It  would  be  better  for  him  to  do  that 
than  to  come  forward  here  without  any  facts  or 
any  reason  and  oppose  an  appropriation  which  is 
as  necessary  a.s  one  to  pay  your  per  diem,  sir.  I 
should  like,  if  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  competent,  to  make  him  a 
naval  officer  for  a  while.  I  rather  think  he  would 
expect  that  liis  quarters  should  be  furnished,  and 
would  not  petition  against  it.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  he  would  petition  for  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is 
the  same  necessity  for  the  Government  furnish- 
ing a  house,  when  it  requires  the  officer  to  live  in 
it, as  there  is  for  furnishinga  ship  when  theGov- 
ernment  puts  the  officer  on  board  the  ship  and 
requires  him  to  do  duty  there.  Why  do  we  not 
require  the  officer  to  furnish  the  cabin  furniture 
of  the  ship,  the  tables  and  the  chairs,  and  every- 
thing that  is  necessary  in  the  cabin  of  a  ship.'  If 
there  is  anything  in  this  law  on  the  subject  it  for- 
bids the  furnishing  of  the  cabin  of  the  ship  as 
well  as  the  Government  house.  Why  not?  Where 
is  the  difference.'  It  seems  to  me  the  cases  are 
precisely  parallel;  and  if  we  require  an  officer  to 
furnish  the  furniture  for  a  Government  house, 
we  should  require  him  to  furnish  the  furniture 
for  the  cabin  of  a  ship. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  will  not  insist  upon  the  amend- 
ment if  it  does  not  accord  with  the  ideas  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
not  withdraw  it  on  that  account. 

The  PRESIDENT ;)ro«e7n;307-e.  Thequestion 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  one  more  amendment  to 
offer,  to  come  in  immediately  after  the  provision 
for  the  support  of  the  Naval  Academy,  after  line 
three  hundred  and  fourteen,  on  page  14. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  You  have  got  a  dozen 
Amendments  in  there  now. 

Mr.  HALE.  This  is  another  one  to  come  in 
at  the  close  of  all  the  amendments  that  have  been 
adopted  at  that  point.  It  is  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing: 

Proviilcil,  That  no  money  lii^rpby  nppropriatcd  for  the 
support  of  tlifi  Naval  Academy  shall  he  applied  to  the  sup- 
port of  any  iiiidpliipinaii  licroafler  appointed  not  in  strict 
ronforrnance  with  tlie  provisions  of  the  law  lor  appointing 
inidsliipnicn  to  the  Naval  Aead(Mny. 

This  is  precisely  similar  lo  an  amendment  that 
was  placed  on  the  Military  Academy  appropria- 
tion bill,  and  it  is  the  law  of  the  land  in  regard 
to  the  Academy.  It  is  prospective  entirely,  and 
simply  provides  that  no  portion  of  the  appropria- 
tion sliall  be  ajiplied  lo  the  support  of  any  mid- 
ehifiman  not  afipoinled  according  to  law. 

The  AJncndment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.' ANTHOiMY.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  offer  tlic  follow- 
ing amendment  as  a  new  section: 

^nil  lie  ilfHTlhcT  Cfi«c(c(/,Thal  there  Khnll  be  added  three 
profexsors  to  the  nnniher  ol'  prolessors  of  inathenialieH  now 
Hiilhorl7.ed  hy  law,  who  shall  he  appointed  an<l  eominls- 
kionedax  now  provided  by  law,  and  whnehall  be  u  prol'essor 


of  Ethics  and  English  Stndies,  a  professor  of  Spanish,  and 
a  professor  of  Drawing  at  the  Naval  Academy. 

This  does  not  increase  the  number  of  profess- 
ors or  their  pay;  it  merely  gives  lo  all  the  pro- 
fessors the  rank  that  is  now  enjoyed  only  by  some 
of  the  older  ones,  precisely  the  same  as  at  West 
Point.  It  is  asked  for,  1  believe,  by  all  those 
who  are  familiar  with  the  Academy,  the  Superin- 
tendent, and  the  acadernic  board. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
if  it  has  been  recoinmended  by  the  Department. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  comes  from  the  Naval 
Committee. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Does  it  come  from  the 
Department.' 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  does  not  come  officially 
from  the  Department,  bull  am  informed  that  the 
Department  is  in  favor  of  it.  Tiie  Senator  will 
see  that  it  merely  places  these  three  professors 
on  the  same  grade  with  the  other  professors.  It 
merely  gives  them  a  commission.  It  does  not 
increase  their  pay.  It  frequently  happens  that 
young  gentlemen  who  have  been  educated  at  the 
Academy  go  there  as  instructors,  but  they  go 
there  with  their  grade  as  commanders  or  captains, 
and  they  rank  the  professors  who  have  instructed 
them.  It  is  considered  essential  to  the  discipline 
and  the  efficiency  of  the  Academy,  and  in  order 
that  these  professors  may  have  the  respect  of 
their  pupils,  thatihey  should  have  a  commission 
and  be  entitled  to  wear  the  uniform. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  if 
any  communication  has  been  had  with  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Academy  on  the  subject.' 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  have  had  no  official  com- 
tnunication  with  the  Superintendent  of  the  Acad- 
emy; but  I  am  quite  sure  he  is  in  favor  of  it.  I 
understand  that  all  the  professors  there,  and  also 
the  academic  board,  are  in  favor  of  it.  1  think  the 
Senator  from  Iowa,  and  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  also,  can  bear  witness  to 
that  fact. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  it.  What  position  do  they  hold  now?  What 
is  their  title? 

Mr.  GRIMES.  There  are  three  gentlemen  at 
the  Naval  Academy  who  have  been  for  a  long 
time  connected  with  it:  one  the  professor  of  ethics 
and  English  studies;  another  the  professor  of 
drawing;  and  another  the  professor  of  Spanish. 
They  are  civil  professors,  without  assimilated 
military  rank.  They  are  now  receiving,  I  think, 
precisely  the  same  salary  that  they  would  receive 
if  the  amendinent  proposed  by  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee should  be  adopted.  The  only  difference, 
therefoi-e,  that  the  adoption  of  this  |irovision  will 
make  will  be  that  it  will  make  them  professors, 
give  ihem  an  assimilated  rank,  and  give  them  a 
commission,  in  place  of  being  civil  officers. 

Among  the  arguments  that  have  been  urged  in 
favor  of  this  measure  are  those  suggested  by  the 
Senatorfrom  Rhode  Island.  It  is  not  unfiequently 
the  case,  in  fact  it  is  the  case  all  the  time,  that 
young  gentlemen  who  graduate  at  the  Naval  Acad- 
emy, havingcompleted  their  four-year  course,  are 
returned  there  as  assistant  professors,  and  they 
rank  these  men  who  have  been  at  the  Academy  for 
a  long  time,  one  of  whom  I  know  has  been  there 
for  fourteen  years,  and  under  whose  charge  this 
young  man  has  graduated. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  What  is  the  consequence 
of  ranking? 

Mr.  GRIMES.  It  would  not  be  anything  with 
the  Senator  and   myself. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Is  it  anything  more  than 
that  one  takes  precedence  in  going  into  a  drawing- 
room  or  something  of  that  sort? 

Mr.  GRIMES.  It  is  more  than  that  in  the 
Navy. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  appears  to  be  a  very 
trivial  matter. 

Mr. GRIMES.  Itisavcrysmall  mattertocivil- 
ians,  but  to  a  naval  or  military  man  it  is  a  matter 
ofconsiderable  consequence.  Hut  the  great  point, 
I  afiprehcnd,  is  that  this  amendment  gives  tluMii 
a  commission  ajid  makes  them  officers  of  the 
Navy,  whereas  now  they  are  only  tenants  at  will 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  purpose  of 
the  amendment  is  to  make  them  professors  pre- 
cisely as  others  are  now,  and  with  the  rank  of  a 
professor,  and  that  is  the  corresponding  rank,  I 
think,  of  a  lii-utenant  commander,  but  gives  no 
increase  of  salary. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  GRIMES.  If  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  ai-e  through  with  their  amendments  1  have 
one  that  I  desire  to  propose.  It  is  to  add  as  an 
additional  section: 

And  he  it  further  enactcA,  That  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy  siiall  he  returned  and  established  at  the  Naval 
Academy  grounds  in  Annapolis,  in  the  State  Of  Maryland, 
before  the  connnencement  of  the  academic  year  1865. 

I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  while  I  very 
briefly  refer  to  the  history  as  well  as  to  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  institution  about  which  I  ask 
for  legislation. 

The  idea  of  establishing  a  Naval  Academy  ori- 
ginated with  Alexander  Hainilion,  and  was  first 
suggested  in  his  letter  to  Oliver  Wolcott,  written 
on  the  5ih  of  June,  1798.  In  a  letter  from  Hamil- 
ton to  Mr.  McHenry,  then  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  November  23,  1799,  his  ideas  on  this  sub- 
ject were  elaborated.  Fie  proposed  thatan  acad- 
emy should  be  established  to  "  consist  of  four 
schools;  one  to  be  called  the  foundation  school, 
another  the  school  of  engineers  and  artillerists, 
another  the  school  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  and 
the  fourth  the  school  of  the  Navy."  He  sug- 
gested that  naval  and  military  cadets  should  be 
instructed  in  the  foundation  school  for  two  years 
in  those  branches  of  matheinatics  and  science  that 
are  common  and  fundamental  to  both  professions, 
and  that  such  should  then  be  instructed  two  years 
longer  in  those  branches  of  scientific  and  practi- 
cal knowledge  that  are  peculiar  lo  their  respective 
professions.  He  even  specified  the  branches  of 
learning  ihat  he  considered  it  desirable  to  be  taught 
to  naval  cadets,  and  what  is  singular  is  thai  they 
are  substantially  the  branches  taught  to-day.  Mr. 
Hamilton  immediately  inclosed  to  General  Wash- 
ington a  copy  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  McHenry;  and  on 
the  12th  of  December,  1799, only  two  days  l)efore 
his  death,  that  great  man  wrote  to  Hamilton,  and 
the  last  letter  I  believe  that  he  ever  wrote  on  pub- 
lic affairs,  approving  of  his  plan  and  saying  that 
"  the  establishment  of  an  institution  of  this  kind 
upon  a  respectable  and  extensive  basis  has  ever 
been  considered  by  me  an  object  of  primary  im- 
portance to  this  cotjntry."  This  was  before  any 
naval  school  had  been  eslablished  by  any  nation, 
and  so  far  as  I  know  before  it  had  anywhere  been 
proposed  to  establish  one. 

In  1802  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point 
was  established,  but  no  provision  was  made  for 
the  naval  school  that  Hamilton  had  proposed 
should  be  connected  with  it.  In  1808Mr.  Jeffer- 
son transmitted  to  Congress,  with  his  approval, 
the  recommendation  of  General  Williams,  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Military  Academy,  that 
that  institution  should  be  enlarged  so  as  to  include 
naval  cadets  who  should  be  instructed  in  nautical 
astronomy,  navigation,  &c.,  but  the  proposition 
failed  lo  meet  the  approval  of  Congress. 

In  1813  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  limited  number  of  naval  school- 
masters, who  were  detailed  as  a  part  of  the  ship's 
company  on  board  of  the  larger  class  of  the  ves- 
sels of  war,  and  required  to  instruct  midshipmen 
in  the  rudimenlal  learning  of  their  profession. 
Of  course,  the  scholastic  training  and  education 
acquired  on  shipboard  was  of  the  most  meager 
character.  By  the  act  of  1842  these  schoolmas- 
ters were  dignified  with  the  title  of  professors  of 
mathematics.  Of  this  system  of  instruction  on 
shipboard  Mr.  Upshur,  in  his  annual  report  in 
1842,  said,  "Through  a  long  course  of  years  the 
midshipmen  were  left  to  educate  themselves  and 
one  another.  Suitable  teachers  are  now  pro- 
vided for  them,  but  their  schools  are  kept  in  the 
midst  of  a  thousand  interruptions  and  impedi- 
ments, which  render  the  whole  system  of  little  or 
no  value;"  and  hence  he  repealed  the  recom- 
mendation of  Secretaries  Jones,  Thompson, 
Southard,  and  Paulding,  and  of  President  John 
duincy  Adams,  that  a  naval  academy  should  be 
established  upon  a  proper  basis. 

I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  to  re- 
peat the  argumi.-nts  of  those  eminent  men,  and  of 
committees  of  this  and  of  iheother  House  of  Con- 
gress, in  which  they  demonstrated  that  it  was  the 
highest  dictate  of  economy,  honor,  and  duly  to 
give  lo  our  naval  officr^rs,  who  are  our  represent- 
ntives  abroad,  the  armed  embassadors  of  the  na- 
tion, the  highest  professional  education  possible. 

Firn\lly,  in  1845,  by  a  mutual  undeistanding 
between  Mr.  Hancrofi,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  Mr.  Marcy,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  with 
ihe  assent  of  President  Polk,  Fort  Severn,  on  the 
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Severn  river  in  Maryland,  was  transferred  to  the 
Navy  Department, and  themidshipmen  then  afloat 
were  ordered  there  for  instruction.  There  has 
never  been  any  act  of  Congress  positively  estab- 
lishing a  naval  academy,  but  there  have  been  nu- 
merous acts  recognizing  its  existence,  at  the  place 
1  have  mentioned. 

The  ground  upon  which  Fort  Severn  was 
erected  was  purcliased  by  theGovernment  in  1808, 
and  the  fortifications  were  built  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  present  General  J.  G.Totten,  the  first 
labor,  I  believe,  of  that  eminent  officer  and  faith- 
ful public  servant.  The  original  site  included 
only  seven  acres.  Since  it  was  transferred  to  the 
Navy  Department  by  purchases  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  acts  of  March  3,  1848,  and  March  3, 
1852,  the  grounds  have  been  enlarged  to  forty- 
seven  and  a  half  acres,  furnishing  ample  parade 
and  exercise  grounds  of  every  description  re- 
quired, the  whole  surrounded  by  a  high  brick 
wall.  A  more  fiworable  position  could  not  be 
found  for  a  naval  academy  and  more  satisfactory 
accommodations  for  the  students  could  not  be  de- 
vised than  existed  at  Annapolis  at  the  breaking 
out  of  this  rebellion.  Its  immediate  proximity  to 
Chesapeake  bay,  the  quiet  retirement  of  the  city 
in  which  it  was  established,  the  salubrity  of  the 
climate,  and  the  length  of  the  seasons  in  which 
out-door  military  exercise  could  be  indulged,  all 
tended  to  make  Annapolis,  in  my  opinion,  a  better 
place  for  the  concentration  of  youths  for  nautical 
combined  with  general  instruction  IhUn  anyplace 
within  my  knowledge  in  the  whole  country. 

More  than  half  a  million  dollars  have  been  ex- 
pended in  the  erection  of  an  observatory,  dormi- 
tories, recitation  halls,  mess  and  library  halls, 
officers' houses,  hospital,  &c.,  &c.,  and  the  entire 
expenditure  in  buildings,  in  the  purchase  and  dec- 
oration of  grounds,  &c.,  exceeds  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

I  think  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  no  in- 
stitution for  professional  training  was  anywhere 
ever  conducted  with  more  eminent  success  than 
was  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis.  It  realized 
all  of  the  expectations  of  its  founders  and  furnished 
to  the  country  the  most  accomplished  naval  offi- 
cers to  be  found  in  any  navy,  the  benefit  of  whose 
services  the  nation  is  now  enjoying. 

The  Academy  was  in  the  full  tide  of  successful 
operation  when  the  present  rebellion  broke  out. 
When  the  way  to  the  capital  from  the  northern 
cities  was  interrupted  by  the  Baltimore  riots  in 
1861,  General  Butler  proceeded  with  his  command 
to  Annapolis,  took  possession  of  the  Academy 
grounds  and  buildings,  and  the  institution  was 
turned  adrift.  From  that  time  to  this  the  Acad- 
emy property  has  been  held  by  the  Army,  first 
as  a  military  depot  and  latterly  as  a  military  hos- 
pital, for  which  purpose  it  is  no  longer  necessary 
to  the  Government. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Senate  in  detailing  any  of  the  facts  in  connec- 
tion with  the  removal  of  the  Naval  Academy  to 
Newport,  where  it  now  is,  although  I  happened 
to  be  oneof  the  witnesses  of  that  removal  and  had 
some  connection  with  its  being  sent  to  its  present 
location.  When  it  was  removed  the  idea  was  en- 
tertained by  the  then  Superintendent,  who  is  the 
present  Superintendent,  and  the  officers  who  were 
connected  with  him,  that  the  Academy  might  be 
established  within  the  walls  and  upon  the  grounds 
adjacent  to  Fort  Adams,  near  Newport.  After  it 
was  taken  there  it  was  discovered  that  there  were 
no  accommodations  forit  at  Fort  Adams.  It  then 
became  necessary  to  plant  it  somewhere  else,  it 
was  taken  to  the  city  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  where  it  now  is. 

There  are  a  great  many  inconveniences  and 
drawljacks  connected  with  its  present  location, 
which  I  think  imperatively  demand  that  it  should 
be  taken  from  Newport.  If  taken  from  that  place 
I  think  it  should  be  taken  back  to  Annapolis. 
Newport  unites  all  the  disadvantages  of  a  water- 
ing place  with  a  manuflicturing  town,  and  the  as- 
sociations and  temptations  are  such  it  is  impos- 
sible for  the  officers  of  the  Academy  to  keep  up 
that  kind  of  discipline  that  is  necessary  ata  naval 
academy.  It  i.s  in  the  midst  of  a  large  city.  The 
climate  is  not  as  good  an  at  Annapolis.  During 
the  whole  time,  and  1  think  it  was  there  fourteen 
years,  that  the  Academy  was  at  Annapolis  there 
were  but  two  deaths.  1  have  the  testimony  of 
the  officers  that  since  it  has  been  transferred  to 


Newport  there  have  been  several,  the  number  I 
do  not  know.  The  records  show  that  the  pro- 
portion of  ill-health  at  Newport  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  students  at  the  Academy  has  been 
much  greater  than  it  was  at  Annapolis,  or  as  one 
to  four. 

It  is  true  that  many  of  the  disadvantages  that 
would  naturally  arise  from  Newport  being  a  wa- 
tering place  are  not  felt  so  much  by  the  students 
while  they  are  at  the  Academy,  because  their 
practice  trip  generally  occurs  in  the  months  of 
June,  July,  and  August,  which  is  the  time  that 
the  watering  season  is  at  its  height;  but  there  are 
circumstances  connected  with  its  being  a  watering 
place  that  are  regarded  by  those  who  are  most  fa- 
miliar with  the  institution  as  exceedingly  delete- 
rious to  young  men. 

I  would  not  say,  and  I  would  not  have  it  in- 
ferred from  anything  I  may  say  or  do,  that  the 
Academy  has  not  been  conducted  since  it  has 
been  at  Newport  as  successfully  as  it  possibly 
could  be  underthe  existingcircumstances.  I  know 
the  worth  of  the  Superintendent  and  of  the  com- 
mandants, and  other  officers,  past  and  present, who 
have  been  connected  with  the  School.  I  know 
they  are  men  of  intelligence,  as  well  as  fine  officers. 
I  am  perfectly  well  aware,  and  I  think  theparents 
of  all  the  young  men  who  have  been  there,  or  who 
are  there  now,  recognize  the  assiduity  and  the  ef- 
forts of  those  gentlemen  to  discharge  their  duties 
fully  to  the  country  and  to  the  young  men  under 
their  charge.  But  I  am  only  speaking  of  the  sen- 
timent entertained,  as  I  shall  show  hereafter,  by 
those  very  officers  themselves  on  this  subject. 

I  know  that  the  Academy,  even  at  Newport,  is 
more  successful  than  any  similar  institution  in  the 
world.  I  have  a  letter  in  my  pocket,  written  by 
an  English  officer  to  a  distinguished  citizen  of  this 
country,  after  he  had  been  at  Newport;  had  re- 
mained there  some  days  thoroughly  inspecting  the 
School;  had  heard  the  boys  at  their  recitations;  had 
seen  them  at  their  gunnery  practice,  and  other 
exercises,  and  at  their  exercise  on  board  ship, 
and  he  pronounced  that  opinion.  But  still  the 
Academy  has  not  reached  that  degree  of  perfec- 
tion which  the  naval  officers  connected  with  it 
think  that  it  ought  to  reach,  and  which  I  think  it 
ought  to  attain. 

We  cannot  guard  the  morals  and  preserve  the 
health  of  the  young  men  who  are  committed  to 
our  care  as  our  duty  requires  of  us. 

The  allurements  and  temptations  at  the  Naval 
Academy  are  such  that  we  are  losing  from  the 
service  many  of  our  best  young  men.  It  is  utter 
folly  to  suppose  that  you  can  establish  any  rule 
or  any  artificial  line  in  a  city  across  which  there 
are  temptations  to  allure  young  men  who  are  be- 
tween the  ages  of  fourteen  and  eighteen  years 
which  they  will  not  sometimes  transgress  and 
pass  over.  The  fact  that  they  do  pass  over  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  some  temptation  that  is 
forbidden,  may  not  of  itself  be  an  evil  and  a  wrong 
except  that  it  is  a  violation  of  the  law  of  the 
Academy;  and  one  of  thefirstthings  that  is  taught 
to  an  officer  at  the  Naval  Academy  is  the  duty  of 
perfect  obedience;  for  it  is  one  of  the  axioms  of 
that  profession  that  no  man  is  fit  to  command 
until  he  has  learned  to  be  commanded. 

Two  classes  at  the  Academy  are  kept  on  ship- 
board. Those  ships,  I  believe,  are  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Santee.  They  are  dismantled;  they 
are  nothing  more  nor  less  than  barrack  ships. 
One  part  of  the  deck  is  assigned  to  a  school-room, 
where  the  young  men  study  in  a  common  school- 
room; another  to  a  dormitory, also  one  common 
room.  On  board  of  these  ships  none  of  the  ad- 
vantages can  be  derived  that  could  be  secured  by 
being  on  board  of  a  regular,  properly  manned  and 
properly  furnished  man-of-war.  These  ships  are 
moored  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  from  the 
shore,  and  the  only  connection  that  the  young 
men  or  the  officers  on  board  these  ships  have  with 
the  shore  or  their  teachers  who  reside  ashore  is 
by  means  of  a  tug  that  is  constantly  kept,atcon- 
siderable  expense,  plying  between  the  shore  and 
the  ships.  The  other  two  classes  are  kept  in  a 
hotel  in  the  midst  of  the  city.  The  officers,  in- 
stead of  being  within  the  walls  as  at  Annapolis, 
and  immediately  associating  with  the  young  men, 
occupy  houses,  one  in  one  portion  of  the  town 
and  another  in  another.  Hence  they  can  main- 
tain Tione  of  that  kind  of  police  or  guardianship 
over  the  young  men  that  they  would  at  Annapo- 


lis or  at  any  other  properly  established  and  well- 
regulated  school.  The  result  of  all  this,  as  I  said 
before,  is  that  a  perfect  system  and  discipline  can- 
not be  obtained  there,  and  in  consequence  of  it 
the  service  is  losing  many  of  the  most  jiromising 
youngsters  who  enter  the  School,  losing  many  of 
the  young  men  who  would  make  admirable,  dash- 
ing, noble,  glorious  sailors,  but  who  cannot  be 
restrained  from  violating  some  of  those  minute 
regulations  of  the  Academy  which  are  necessary 
to  be  established  and  to  be  obeyed. 

There  is  no  hospital  connected  with  the  Acad- 
emy at  Newport.  At  Annapolis  there  was  a  hos- 
pital large  enough  to  accommodate  all  the  sick. 
There  is  no  observatory  and  no  library  at  New- 
port. I  do  not  know  whetherat  thismoment  the 
library  is  now  open  and  occupies  a  house  or  not; 
but  for  a  long  time  it  was  kept  boxed  up  in  one 
of  the  casemates  at  Fort  Adams. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  the  students  of  the  Naval  Academy  have  the 
free  use  of  the  Redwood  library,  which  is  infi- 
nitely superior  to  the  library  at  the  Academy  in 
all  departments — one  of  the  oldest  and  best  libra- 
ries in  the  country. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Then,  Mr.  President,  as  to  the 
question  of  expense.  At  Annapolis  we  have  our 
own  grounds,  our  own  dormitories,  recitation- 
rooms,  observatories,  library-rooms,  and  means 
for  imparting  all  the  essential  and  necessary 
branches  of  education  to  naval  officers.  At  New- 
port we  have  none  of  these.  We  are  obliged  to 
renthousesfor  our  officers  and  students  to  occupy, 
and  to  maintain  ships  at  large  expense,  which  are 
constantly  needing  and  undergoing  repair,  and 
which  we  shall  be  obliged  to  break  up  in  a  little 
while.  We  are  compelled  to  keep  a  tug  plying 
constantly  between  the  ships  and  the  land  at  con- 
siderable expense.  I  suppose  the  additional  ex- 
pense of  keeping  the  Academy  at  Newport  over 
keeping  it  at  Annapolis  would  not  be  less  than 
$100,000  a  year,  although  on  that  subject  I  am  not 
well  informed. 

Then  in  regard  to  climate:  the  instruction  in 
gutinery,  in  infantry  tactics  and  in  artillery  tac- 
tics, in  seamanship  and  naval  tactics,  is  all  per- 
formed in  the  open  air.  I  am  told  by  those  who 
are  familiar  with  the  subject  that  there  is  at  least 
one  month  more  in  the  autumn  and  one  month 
more  in  the  spring  when  these  exercises  can  be 
performed  at  Annapolis  than  at  Newport. 

What  are  the  objections  to  removing  the  Naval 
Academy  back  to  Annapolis?  First,it  is  said  that 
it  will  be  brought  back  into  immediate  proximity 
to  the  Army.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  amend- 
ment which  I  propose  does  not  seek  to  bring  back 
the  Academy  until  the  commencement  of  the  aca- 
demic year  1865,  which  will  be  in  September  of 
that  year.  I  do  not  seek  to  disturb  the  Army  at 
this  time.  I  understand  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  deems  it  important  to  the  interests  of  the 
public  service  that  the  Army  should  keep  pos- 
session of  Annapolis  for  the  present;  and  I  did 
not  intend  to  be  put  in  the  attitude  of  throwing 
any  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, or  of  the  proper  prosecution  of  the  affairs 
of  that  Department.  I  have  therefore  proposed 
in  this  amendment,  in  order  to  give  all  parties 
ample  time,  that  the  Academy  may  remain  at 
Newport  until  September,  1865. 

An  objection  was  made  when  this  proposition 
was  under  consideration  a  year  ago  to  the  return 
of  the  Academy  to  Annapolis  because  of  the  al- 
leged disloyalty  of  the  people  of  Maryland.  I 
trust,  after  the  recent  developments  in  that  State, 
that  that  argument  will  not  be  urged  to-day. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  what  are  the  opinions  of 
others  on  this  suiiject  who  are  familiar  with  it 
and  capable  of  judging.'  I  propose  to  read  a  letter 
from  Admiral  Charles  H.  Davis,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  in  the  Navy 
Department,  under  whom  this  Academy  is  placed 
by  law.  I  need  not  tell  the  Senate  who  he  is, 
and  that  there  is  no  man  in  the  country,  certainly 
none  who  has  not  been  immediately  connected 
with  the  Academy  as  a  Superintendent  or  a  com- 
mandant of  midshipmen,  who  is  better  able  in 
every  point  of  view  to  give  correct  information 
and  good  advice  on  this  subject  than  Admiral 
Davis.     He  says: 

"  The  most  ol)vii)us  nrgiiinent  for  tlie  removal  of  the  Naval 
Academy  I'roni  Newport  back  to  its  original  site  in  Aniinp- 
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oUs  is  that  tliu  latter  is  a  completo  cstablltjlimciit,  built  and 
prepared  fur  the  express  piirinise,  containing  all  the  build- 
ing.-:, fuch  as  dormitories,  lecture  and  recitation-rooms, 
chapel,  library,  observatory,  hospital,  &c.,  &c.,  and  con- 
taining also  suitable  residences  lor  the  Superintendent,  pro- 
fessors, and  instructors  of  all  classes.  This  argument  is  so 
obvious  and  so  weighty,  that  in  order  to  be  overcome  it 
should  be  met  by  some  counter  argument  equally  conclu- 
sive. But  the  truth  is  that  there  is  not  a  single  consider- 
ation, with  one  exception  which  will  be  noticed  Jiereafter, 
that  is  not  in  I'uvnr  of  Annapolis  rather  than  Newport  as  the 
seat  of  the  Naval  Academy. 

'-.Among  these  considerations  we  may  enumerate  as  one 
of  the  most  important  tli<;  comparative  Irealthiness  of  the 
two  situations,  in  this  respect  e.^perienee  is  entirely  in 
lUvorof  Annajjolis.  During  tiie  long  residence  of  the  Scliool 
at  the  latter  place  no  such  instances  have  occurred  of  en- 
demic diseases  as  have  once  or  twice  created  the  most  se- 
rious alarm  at  Newport,  and  threatened  to  break  up  the 
School.  It  is  worth  while  to  inquire  into  the  nalure  of  ilicse 
diseases,  or  to  ask  whether  they  spring  from  the  very  hu- 
mid climate  of  Kliode  Island  in  the  spring,  or  from  tlie  man- 
ner in  which  the  niidshi[imen  are  lodged.  If  it  should  be 
argued  that  these  sicknesses  have  bscn  the  result  of  the  mid- 
shipmeji's  living  on  board  ship  for  so  long  a  time,  this  very 
Btaiement  is  a  reason  for  the  return  of  the  Academy  to  An- 
napolis, where,  v/ith  suitablcadditions  to  the  present  liuild- 
iiigs,  only  the  junior  class  would  have  to  live  on  board  ship, 
and  that  only  lor  one  year. 

'•Another  of  the  important  considerations  referred  to  is 
the  seclusion  and  freedom  from  interruption  and  from 
temptation  afl'urded  by  the  old  Academy  grounds.  This 
is  a  consideration  which  is  entitled  to  the  deepest  reflec- 
tion. It  comes  home  immediately  to  the  most  serious  anx- 
ieties of  parents,  and  of  legislators,  who  in  this  case  stand 
in  loco  parentis  toward  midshipmen.  What  parent  would 
Willingly  subject  his  child  in  the  progressof  his  education, 
and  during  his  tender  years,  to  such  temptations  and  dis- 
plays of  luxury  and  wealth  as  dazzle  the  eyes  and  excite 
the  fancy  of  the  young  men  at  Newport,  leading  them  to 
forju  very  false  ideas  of  what  cojisiitutes  real  usefulness 
and  honor  in  life.'  What  would  be  thought  of  a  deliberate 
proposition  to  remove  the  Military  Academy  at  VVestPoint 
from  its  present  situation,  and  from  all  its  accumulated  ad- 
vantages of  buildings  and  grounds,  to  a  fashionable  water- 
ing place,  putting  the  cadets  into  a  hotel  built  of  wood,  in 
lieu  of  their  present  excellent  accommodalions.''  And  the 
case  is  precisely  similar  in  respect  to  the  Naval  Academy, 
for  the  removal  to  Newport  at  the  beginning  of  the  rebel- 
lion was  merely  regarded  as  a  temporary  expedient.  Noth- 
ing whatever  has  been  done  to  give  to  its  residence  there 
the  character  of  a  permanent  establishment ;  on  the  con- 
trary, several  large  sliips  have  been  sent  there  to  receive 
the  midshipmen,  and  the  hotel,  in  which  the  two  upper 
classics  reside,  has  only  been  rented  by  the  year;  and  when 
the  present  lease  expires  (about  a  month  hence)  it  will  be 
rented  by  the  month. 

"  Another  of  the  important  considerations  to  be  kept  in 
view  is  the  superiority  of  the  climate  of  Annapolis  over 
that  of  Newport,  in  respect  particularly  of  the  dnratifm  of 
the  winter.  We  do  not  speak  of  tliis  on  the  score  of  health, 
which  has  already  been  touched  upon,  but  with  relation  to 
its  elVi'.ct  upon  thecducati(m  of  the  midshipmen.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  greater  mildness  of  the  climate  of  Annap- 
olis, the  period  of  all  kinds  of  out-of-door  exercises  is  iimch 
longer,  and  the  exposure  attending  them  is  very  much  less. 
Wlien  it  is  considered  that  a  mostimportant  partof  the  in- 
struction of  the  midshipmen  in  the  art  of  seamanship,  in 
the  tactics  of  single  ships,  of  squadrons,  and  of  fleets,  and 
also  a  great  deal  of  instruction  in  naval  gunnery,  must  take 
place  on  the  water,  it  will  readily  be  understood  that  the 
quiet  waters  of  Chesapeake  bay,  inclosed,  and  yet  alford- 
ing  the  amplest  field  fur  all  kinds  of  naval  exercises  and 
evolutions,  are  very  preferable  to  those  of  a  more  northern 
climate  and  less  protected  situation. 

" 'i'hese  three  considerations  of  the  superior  healthiness  of 
Annapolis,  its  seclusion  and  remoteness, and  the  mildness 
of  its  Climate,  added  to  the  fact  that  all  the  material  ac- 
commodalions, instruments,  and  means  for  conducting  the 
Hchool  are  on  the  spot, cannot  fail  to  conduct  an  unbiased 
ininil  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Scliool  ought  to  be  restored, 
at  the  end  of  this  term,  to  its  original  and  proper  scat;  for 
thcs(t  are  the  main  considerations,  and  the  only  important 
considerations.  Anything  that  may  be  said  in  favor  of  New- 
port may  be  said  with  much  more  reason  in  favor  of  many 
eiluations  on  Long  I-sland  Sound  ;  and  yet  what  would  be 
thought  of  a  serious  proposition,  instead  of  making  use  of 
the  publicbuildingsal  Annapolisforthc^  purposes  forwhich 
they  were  constructed,  to  spend  §.500,000  in  erecting  the 
name  buildings  elsewhere,  and  in  a  less  suilahle  place.' 
Newport  is  thought  of  as  the  place  for  the  Naval  School 
simply  because  the  Naval  School  took  refuge  there  in  time 
of  trouhli! ;  hut  the  truth  is  that  the  result  of  this  experi- 
ment, which  has  now  lasted  nearly  three  years,  is  entirely 
adverse  to  keepingthe  institulion  at  Newport.  Wlialever 
may  be  said  in  favor  of  other  places,  experience  has  proved 
thai  nothing  can  be  said  in  favor  of  Newport.  It  is  a  fact 
worth  mentiimlng  that  the  Department  has  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  instruct  the  Superintendent  not  to  allow  the 
practice  ship  Marion  to  go  to  the  southward  of  Toint  Ju- 
dith, that  vessel  being  in  an  unseaworthy  condition.  No 
Bucli  restriction  would  be  necessary  at  Annapolis. 

"There  arc  some  ml  nor  coiiclderations  in  favor  of  Annap- 
olis which  it  may  be  worth  while  to  touch  upon.  One  is 
llic  economy  of  living — a  most  .serious  question  to  the  pro- 
fessors and  other  oflicers  of  the  Institulion  who  have  houses 
nt  Annapolis,  and  are  enabled  to  live  there  iniioh  more  com- 
I'orlably  upon  their  salaries.  It  would  be  n  real  act  of  hu- 
manity to  them  to  allow  them  to  return  to  their  old  qnar- 
ters.  Another  of  the  minor  coiisiduratlonB  is  the  evils  a  rising 
from  the  extreme  Inconveniences  of  ilie  pres<;iit  situalicni 
nfthe  Naval  .School.  One  of  Ihi;  immediate  consequences 
of  Ihene  iiicDnvenlPnees  is  that  all  the  advantages  arising 
from  tli«  use  (if  the  observatory,  and  from  free  access  to  the 
exci'llcnt  library  of  the  institution,  are  suspeiidi'd,  and  in- 
deed eiilindy  lost  to  lliose  of  the  midshipmen  whose  edu- 
ciitioii  is  hngun  niirt  completed  nt  Newport. 

"A  third  ufth«Hfl  minor  coiisiderellonH  is  (I  do  not  know 


but  that  I  am  wrong  in  calling  it  a  minor  consideration) 
tliat  a  great  deal  of  that  punctuality,  precision,  and  uni- 
formity of  discipline,  which  beloiiglo  a  separate  eslalilisii- 
ment,  and  a  distinct  inclosure,  are  unavoidably  omitted 
in  such  a  place  as  Newport.  Annapolis  is  so  situated  iliat 
nothing  interferes  witli  the  order  and  routine  of  the  School ; 
there  is  no  interposition  of  a  public  opinion,  or  sentiment, 
or  of  any  influence  that  is  foreign  to  tlie  interests  of  the 
institution.  The  Naval  School  is  there  a  distinct  commu- 
nity, liaving  its  own  laws,  and  its  own  appropriate  senti- 
ments. It  is  needless  to  undertake  to  show  by  any  labored 
argument  how  much  more  easy  it  must  be  to  conduct  the 
education  of  young  men  under  these  circumstances  than 
amidst  the  bewildering  distractions  of  Newport  and  its  vi- 
cinity. 

"  1  promised  in  the  beginning  to  notice  one  exception, 
which  is  taken  against  Annapolis,  and  wliicli  at  one  time 
might  have  been  allowed  to  have  some  moment.  This  ex- 
ception is  the  want  of  loyalty  and  Union  sentiment  in  that 
place." 

This  letter  was  written  before  Ihe  recent  elec- 
tion in  Maryland. 

"  In  thebegiiiningof  the  rebellion  this  consideration  was 
an  important  one  on  many  accounts  ;  it  threatened  to  exer- 
cise a  corrupting  and  disorganizing  influence  on  the  School ; 
but  when  the  Academy  returns  to  Annapolis  the  very  re- 
verse will  be  the  case,  because  it  is  filled  now  exclusively 
by  young  men  in  whose  breasts  all  the  circumstances  of 
tills  accursed  rebellion  have  created  ihe  most  passionate 
sentiments  of  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  Union.  So  far 
from  there  being  reason  to  apptehend  that  the  present  mid- 
shipmen, or  those  who  are  to  come  after  them,  can  imbilie 
any  taint  from  the  traitors  or  southern  sympathizers  that 
may  be  lurking  in  that  city,  they,  on  tlic  contrary,  will  ex- 
ercise supreme  moral  control  in  tlie  opposite  direction,  and 
will  render  treason  afraid  to  show  itself  and  fearful  of  the 
sound  of  its  own  voice.  Besides,  this  would  be  a  charge 
against  Maryland  which  it  would  be  exceedingly  unbecom- 
ing for  any  one  to  urge  in  the  present  highly  patriotic  atti- 
tude of  that  State." 

That  is  the  opinion  of  Admiral  Davis,  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  the  general  charge  of  the  Naval 
Academy.  He  has  thoroughly  investigated  the 
wliole  subject.  He  has  visited  the  Academy  for 
the  purpose  of  informing  hirnself  before  he  made 
that  communication  tome. 

I  will  now  read  from  tlie  report  of  the  visitors 
to  the  Naval  Academy  in  1862.  This  board  of 
visitors  was  composed  of  Commodore  Stribling, 
Commodore  Sands,  Commodore  Glynn,  the  de- 
ceased Commodore  Hudson, Commodore  Wilkes, 
and   Commodore  Harwood.     They  say: 

"  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  refer  to  the  causes  which 
led  to  the  removal  of  the  Academy ;  under  the  circum- 
stances such  removal  was  unavoidable.  Coming  here 
without  any  previous  preparation,  tlie  diflTiculties  to  be 
encountered  were  great  and  not  to  be  easily  overcome. 
Expedients  had  to  be  adopted,  and  in  many  wajs  the  Su- 
perintendent and  other  otiicers  ot  the  institution  were  at  a 
loss  how  to  proceed  so  as  to  prevent  the  studies  of  tlie 
acting  midsliipmen  from  being  materially  interrupted.  For 
the  want  of  proper  rooms,  inconveniences  are  still  ex- 
perienced when  several  classes  are  reciting  at  the  same 
time.  Tlie  library  is  in  boxes  at  Fort  Adams,  and  appears 
to  be  in  gooil  condition  now,  but  the  board  does  not  think 
that  such  valuable  books  should  long  be  kept  in  acaseinalc. 
Doubtless  dampness  is  there,  which,  in  time,  will  injure 
or  destroy  them.  Besides,  it  is  important  the  library  sliould 
be  in  a  condition  forusc.  Atthe  hotel  building  there  seems 
to  be  no  suitable  accommodation  for  it.  The  board  is  of 
opinion  that  as  soon  as  can  be  done  with  safety,  the  Acad- 
emy should  be  returned  to  Annapolis,  where  every  facility 
exists  for  theiinprovement  of  the  sludeiitsand  for  thccom- 
foriable  accommodation  of  all  connected  with  the  insti- 
tution." 

This  report  is  concurred  in  by  all  the  commo- 
dores whom  1  have  mentioned  and  who  compo.sed 
the  board,  except  Commodore  Sands.  He  does 
not  dissent  from  it,  but  expresses  the  opinion 
that  it  was  hardly  proper  for  that  board  to  make 
any  intimation  at  all  on  the  subject,  either  in«fa- 
vor  of  retaining  it  or  sending  Jt  away  from  its 
present  location. 

I  will  now  read  a  portion  of  n  letter  from  the 
very  excellent  officer  and  distinguished  gentleman 
who  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Naval  Academy — 
I  mean  Commodore  Blake.  In  a  letter  written 
to  me  dated  on  the  18th  of  Marcli  he  says: 

"The  disadvantages  of  the  present  temporary  location  of 
th(^  Naval  Acadc'inyarevrrygreat  i n deed,  and  no oni^ can  en- 
tertain a  doubt  of  the  necessilyol  its  being  permanently  re- 
established somewhere  atthe  earliest  possible  moment.  We 
now  nninbcr  over  four  hiiiulred  ini<lshlpiiien,  two  luiiidred 
and  seventeen  being  in  a  building  erected  tor  hotel  i;iir- 
poses,  In  the  heart  of  a  city  of  fiftecni  thousand  inhaliitanls, 
and  tlie  rest  quartered  on  board  two  frigates  lying  at  a 
small  island  in  the  harbor,  nearly  a  mile  distant  from  the 
building, communication  being  kejit  up  with  them  by  means 
of  a  small  steam-yacht  of  about  forty  tons.  'I'his  is  the  best 
arrangement  (defteient  as  it  is)  which  we  have  been  able 
to  nuike  here.  Two  boards  of  visitors,  the  presidents  of 
both  former  Superintendents  of  the  Academy,  liiivi.'  in- 
spietcd  it  with  the  utmost  care  since  we  have  been  thus 
e-ctablished,  and  I  beg  you  to  look  over  their  reports,  pnr- 
tlciihirly  that  nfthe  last  board,  of  which  Rear  Admiral 
(•oldsborough  was  prnshh^nt.  Its  investigations  were  of  a 
most  searcliing  character,  and  their  report,  which  is  one  of 
the!  documents  accompanying  the  last  annual  report  of  ihi; 
i  Hecretary  of  the  Navy,  will,  1  think,  tatisfy  you  that  wo 


have  done  the  best  we  could  tinder  the  circnniHanccs.  'I'he 
inconveniences  which  we  are  contending  with  are  obvious 
to  every  one.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  extreinelv  dilhcult  to 
guard  the  morals  of  so  large  abody  of  youths,  aiid  hold  tiicm 
under  proper  military  discipline,  situated  as  we  arc  ;  though 
I  believe  that  every  Intelligent  person  who  has  inspected 
the  establishment  admits  that  we  have  succeeded  in  this 
respect  better  than  could  have  been  expected.  In  the  sec- 
ond place,  a  great  deal  of  most  valuable  time  is  lost  in  pass- 
ing from  one  part  of  the  establishment  to  the  other  for  drills 
and  exercises;  and  the  operations  of  the  commissary ,  as 
well  as  all  our  domestic  details,  are,  under  such  circum- 
stances, very  dilficult  to  manage." 

1  have  also  a  communication  from  Commander 
Rodgers.  I  need  not  tell  the  Senate  who  Captain 
C.  II.  P.  Rodgers  is,  the  third  in  a  line  of  descent 
of  naval  heroes,  and  himself  one  of  the  most  ac- 
complished officers  of  our  own  or  of  any  navy. 
He  was  the  commandant  of  the  midshipmen  at 
Annapolis  atthe  time  the  Academy  was  removed. 
He  went  with  it  to  Newport  and  i-emained  there 
until  the  expedition  of  Admiral  Du  Pont  to  the 
southern  coast  was  organized,  when  he  was  se- 
lected for  a  position  infinitely  above  his  rank, 
although  perfectly  corresponding  with  his  merits, 
to  command  the  flag-ship  Wabash.  Let  me  say 
furthermore  that  Captain  Rodgers  is  a  Newport 
man;  at  any  rate  his  family  resides  in  Newport; 
and  therefore,  if  he  had  any  local  interests  that 
would  govern  him  in  formingany  opinion  on  this 
subject,  it  would  seem  to  be  adverse  to  the  opin- 
ions that  he  expresses  in  this  letter  and  the  views 
which  I  entertain.     He  says: 

United  States  Steamer  Iroqcois, 
•  Baltimore,  March  11,  1864. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  have  received  to-day  your  letter  of  the 
lOtli  instant,  in  which  you  do  me  the  honor  to  ask  my  opin- 
ion as  to  the  expediency  of  sending  the  Naval  School  back 
to  its  old  site  at  Annapolis.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  I  tliink  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  it  should 
be  sent  thitlier  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

I  was  the  commandant  of  midsliipmen  when  the  Naval 
Academy  was  removed  from  Annapolis,  and  before  1  gave 
up  that  position  to  take  more  active  service  I  became  con- 
vinced that  Newport  was  not  well  adapted  to  become  the 
location  of  a  great  naval  training  school.  It  is,  I  think,  the 
most  agreeable  residence  in  the  country,  and  the  ollicers 
and  professors  of  the  establishment  could  not  fall  to  enjoy 
thegenial  hospitality  and  the  cultivated  sociely  lor  wliicii 
the  place  is  so  deservedly  famous;  but  Newport  is  not  only 
a  lashionable  waleiing  plac(!,  and  the  permanent  home  of 
a  gay  and  luxurious  sociely,  but  is.  moreover,  a  lactory 
town,  and  abounds  in  every  allnrrment  calculated  to  dis- 
tract the  minds  of  students  and  aflord  them  facilities  for 
dissipation. 

It  is  also  one  of  the  most  expensive  places  in  the  country. 
The  climate  is  deligliiful  during  the  summer  months,  but 
during  those  months  the  midshipmen  are  absent  eitlier  on 
their  pnictice  cruise  or  on  furlough.  The  winter  climate 
is  severe  and  tlie  rigors  are  protracted  during  tiic  wliole  of 
spring,  afibrdiiig  no  facilities  for  those  military  exercises 
wliicli  must  he  acquired  in  the  open  air,  under  a  more 
genial  temperature  than  NewportafTords  before  June.  Tliese 
exercises  are  of  llie  highest  importance  and  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  School  is  now  chiefly  quartered  in  a  hotel,  in  the 
center  of  Newport,  without  even  a  police  wall  about  it. 
The  junior  class  is  still  more  badly  quartered  on  board  bar- 
rack ships,  the  tendencies  of  which,  I  think,  are  very  per- 
nicious, 'i'hese  vessels  must  not  be  considered  as  sliips-of- 
war;  they  are  simply  bad  floating  barracks,  where  the  mid- 
shipmen are  herded  together,  without  any  privacy,  between 
low  and  over-heated  decks.  'J'he  habit  and  routiiie  of  these 
ships  is  academic  and  not  naval. 

On  board  of  them  the  usages  of  a  ship-of-war  in  com- 
mission cannot  he  enforced  or  exhibited,  and  the  habits 
acquired  arc  in  no  degree  those  whicli  will  be  dcnKinih-d  of 
the  midshipmen  wheii  they  shall  graduate  and  pass  into 
active  scrvicir. 

1  once  thought  well  of  quartering  tlie  junior  class  on 
board  the  Constitution,  but  siiliseqnent  observati(Mi  lias 
changed  my  opinion,  and  1  now  consider  it  of  great  import- 
ance that  the  members  of  ihe  entering  class  should  ho.  lodged 
like  the  other  niiilshipmon,  on  shore,  under  thi!  Infliieiico 
of  the  senior  classes,  in  suitable  rooms,  when;  they  may 
find  some  degree  of  privacy,  and  be  shielded  from  tlie  do- 
inorahziiig  influences  inseparable  from  the  practice  of  mnss- 
iiig  in  OIK!  open  space  the  well  disposed  and  those  with 
vicious  propcnsiiies. 

Annapolis  was  the  first  seat  of  our  naval  training  school; 
It  is  the  ahna  ntatcr  of  all  its  graduates;  it  already  has  as- 
sociaiions  ihat  are  dear  to  many  naval  olficers.  Upon  its 
grounds  and  buildings  much  tlioin.'hl  and  labor  and  tri'nsurc 
have  been  expended.  The  location  is  very  bcautiliil,  the 
lirounds  are  cheerful  and  well  adapted  to  their  purpose. 
The  winter  is  short,  the  spring  far  more  genial  than  that 
of  Newport,  as  the  much  earlier  vegetation  will  attest. 
The  period  of  confinement  in  healed  rooms,  and  depriva- 
tion of  out  of  door  sports,  much  more  brief. 

The  cost  of  food  and  alteiidaiicc  is  moderate.  The  town 
itself  is  small  and  qnict,  and  not  lik(!ly  to  increase.  Tho 
barracks  for  the  students,  the  (piartcrs  lor  the  ofliciTs  and 
professors,  the  mess  hall,  recitation  hall,  chapel,  observa- 
tory, hospital,  ami  the  like,  are  already  built.  A  inoderatw 
sum  will  put  everything  in  good  ciimlilioii,  and  the  Naval 
School  can  soon  be  placed  on  a  firm  and  satisiactory  foot- 
ing; its  walls  can  shut  it  in  from  too  much  intcrcotirso 
with  the  iieigliborhood,  and  it  will  be  shielded  from  tliO 
allnicmriiis  which  now  distract  it. 

Should  it  rcinain  in  Newport  its  habits  of  study  must 
languish,  no  niniter  how  devoted  may  be  (he  cft'orls  pi' those 
Intrusted  wilhiti  control  and  instruction,  and  its  louu  must 
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be  greatly  lowered.  The  money  wlilcli  is  now  spent  upon 
it  serves  only  a  temporary  purpose,  and  etfecls  no  perma- 
nent improvement  in  its  maUrUl.  When  thcday  of  severe 
retrenchment  shall  arrive  it  may  be  found  still  quartered  in 
a  hired  hotel  and  in  l)arrack  sliips,  and  it  will  be  very  dif- 
ficult to  oluain  an  appropriation  to  place  its  establisliment 
upon  a  fubslantial  basis. 

All  the  officials  of  tlie  Scliool  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed have  seemed  to  thinit  it  of  great  im|>ortancc  that  it 
sliould  return  to  Annapolis  at  an  early  day. 

I  IJriuly  believe  that  the  rank  our  Navy  will  take  liere- 
aft'T  anion?  the  navies  of  the  world  will  depend  chiefly 
upon  the  ediciency  of  its  training  sciiool.  Nautical  skill  is 
no  longer  the  sole  requir(!meiit  in  a  naval  officer. 

If  he  is  to  compete  with  foreign  officers  he  must  he  a 
man  of  disciplined  mind  and  scientific  training,  and  to  b» 
this  he  must  seek  knowledge  with  unswerving  diligence, 
aloof  from  the  resorts  of  gayety  and  luxurious  pleasure. 

Tlie  succeeding  commnndant  of  midshipmen  at 
tliii  Naval  Acadetiiy  at  Newport,  after  Captain 
Rodfjers  was  detaciicd,  was  Captain  Simpson, 
i\ow  the  commander  of  the  Nan  tucket  in  Charles- 
ton liarbor.  He  was  the  assistant  executive  offi- 
cer of  the  Academy  for  a  year  or  two  at  Annapolis 
before  it  was  removed  to  Newport.  I  iiave  a  let- 
ter from  him  of  the  same  tenor  as  that  wiiich  I 
have  read  from  Captain  Rodgeis  and  tiiat  which 
I  shall  read  from  the  presentSuperintendent,  Cap- 
tain Fairfax,  but  1  failed  to  bring  it  with  me  to 
the  Senate  Chamber.  And,  sir,  let  me  say  here, 
that  although  my  acquaintance  with  naval  officers 
is  somewhat  extensive,  I  have  never  seen  and  1 
have  iieard  of  but  one  single  naval  officer  who  was 
not  in  favorofreturning  the  Academy  to  Annapolis 
at  liie  earliest  possible  moment. 

1  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  Captain  Fair- 
fax, who  is  known  by  reputation  at  least,  if  not 
personally,  to  many  of  the  Senators  present.  He 
says: 

Newport,  March^\,  1864. 

Dear  Sir:  The  United  >States  Niival  Academy  is  com- 
posed of  two  parts,  a  contracted  hotel,  becoming  very  dl- 
la|)idatcd,  not  at  all  adapted  for  its  purposes  at  the  present 
lime,  and  the  two  school  sliips  Sajitee  and  Constitution, 
lying  across  the  harbor,  moored  to  wliarves  on  Goat  island, 
Beiiarated  by  nearly  three  fourths  of  a  mile,  consuming  val- 
uable time  passing  to  atid  fro,  both  of  the  line  officers  and 
prolessors.  Tlie  sliips  are,  in  my  opinion,  mi jcrable  places 
lo  study.  Iniagiiieon  board  of  each  vessel,  as  was  tl-ie  case 
at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  October,  18C3,  one  hun- 
dred and. thirty  youngsters  promiscuously  thrown  together, 
undressing  and  dressing  together,  no  privacy  whatever,  all 
sizes  and  ilisposiiions,  from  the  East  and  the  West,  living 
ill  this  condition  for  a  year  and  a  halfand  sonii^tiines  nearer 
two  years;  and  why?  Simply  because  the  quarters  on 
Eh  ore  will  not  admit  <if  more  ihanahalf  of  our  whole  num- 
ber. In  this  state  of  things,  with  our  instructors  and  the 
line  otficers  living  at  difierent  parts  of  the  city — some  a 
mile  from  the  Academy— we  lose  half  or  more  than  half  the 
services  of  all  in  maintaining  discipline.  Oi'teii  when  re- 
quired ihcy  cannot  he  found,  as  they  have  no  academic 
limits  to  live  in.  Tlie  trouble  of  ki;epiiig  the  midshipmen 
within  imaginary  bounds  is  much  greater  than  a  casual 
observer  would  suppose.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  keep 
up  very  fine  discipline.  The  youngsters  on  shipboard  when 
on  liberty  from  the  restraints  of  a  week  on  board  a  con- 
fined vessel — the  only  change  a  contracted  island,  present- 
ing nothing  attractive  to  the  eye — break  through  all  pro- 
prieties. I'lie  city  is  full  of  grog-shops  and  lewd  girls,  and 
you  must  reniember  it  is  a  manufacturing  place.  I  merely 
tell  you  a/ci«of  the  disadvantages,  for  at  this  time,  unfor- 
tunately, I  am  pressed  for  lime. 

If  the  Academy  is  not  moved  soon  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make  several  important  additions  to  our  present  arrange- 
ments to  meet  the  increase  in  numbers  of  those  who  are  or 
will  be  properly  entitled  to  come  from  the  ships,  and  alsj 
do  numerous  repairs  lo  our  present  building.  One  import- 
ant feature  that  ought  to  betaken  into  consideration  is  the 
want  of  ho-ipiial  room — aceoiiimodations  for  any  seriously 
EU'k.  The  question  is,  what  shall  we  do?  Can  we  afford 
to  build  a  new  Academy,  or  will  Congress  do  it?  If  not,  and 
were  they  disposed  to,"liovv  long  will  it  take,  and  where  lo- 
cate It?  We  must  lake  into  consideration  the  climate,  for 
our  work  Is  principally  during  the  winter  months.  Our 
exercises  in  seamanship,  gunnery,  artillery,  and  Infantry 
tactics  require  out-door  work.  This  climate  is  loo  severe 
and  very  ehaiigeabje.  So  far  as  I  can  sec  nothing  offers  so 
favorable  as  Annapolis;  with  nearly  all  the  requisite  build- 
ings, fine,  large  grounds,  properly  inclosed,  and  a  wharf 
next  to  them  to  moor  vessels  for  siudy  or  practice — with 
everyiliing  concentrated  into  the  Academy  grounds — all  of 
our  force  is  available.  I  feel,  even  with  the  objectionable 
surroundings  growing  outof  a  large  Army  post  and  paroled 
prisoners'  camp,  our  discipline  would  be  improved  at  the 
hutrrpost;  but  with  the  withdrawal  of  sick  and  other  sol- 
diers Annapolis  could  be  rendered,  with  the  least  cvpensc, 
the  most  de>iiable  place  for  a  School.  I  am  not  actuated 
by  any  feeling  save  that  of  the  best  interests  of  the  Academy. 
So  far  as  I  am  persmially  coiicenu'd,  I  vastly  prefer  living 
here.  I'or  me  it  will  ever  be  distasteful  mingling  with  any 
of  those  who  are  infiuenced  by  southern  seciional  feeling. 
You  know  my  posiiioii  as  a  strong  Union  man,  and  yet  a 
Koutherner  by  long  line  of  ancestry.  But  mvlimesto|is  me 
here  as  the  mail  i.s  about  closing,  and  already  I  have  been 
too  long  answering  your  letter. 

.    Very  respectfully  and  truly,  D.  JI.  FAIRFAX. 

Hon.  Mr.  Gbimks,  United  Stales  Senate. 

I  have  also  a  h.'tter  from  General  Lockwood 
of  the  United  States  Army,  who  was  for  many 
years,  and  is  at  this  lime,  one  of  the  professors  at 
the  Naval  Academy,  nlthougli  detached  for  mili- 


tary purposes,  written  on  the  20th  of  last  month. 
He  says: 

IlEi_D<JUARTERS  MiDDLF.  DePAUT.MENT, 

Eighth  Army  Corps, 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  March  20,  18G4. 
Sir:  Having  been  connected  with  the  Naval  Academy 
from  its  origin  in  1845  till  April,  18C1,  when  it  was  removed 
to  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  in  consequence  of  the  breaking 
outof  the  rebellion,  and  being  still  a  professor  in  the  United 
Stales  Navy,  and  naturally  interested  in  its  prosperity,  I 
am  gratified  lo  learn  that  an  cfiTort  will  jirobahly  be  made, 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  to  return  the  School 
10  Annapolis,  which  place  I  regard  as  a  far  more  suitable 
location,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

1.  The  mildness  of  the  climate  which  enables  out-door 
exercises,  so  essential  a  feature  of  the  course  of  instruction, 
to  be  prosecuted  one  month  longer  in  autumn  and  to  be 
resumed  one  month  earlier  in  spring,  thereby  duplicating 
the  lime  devoted  to  these  exercises  at  the  Academy. 

2.  The  salubrity  of  the  climate.  It  may  appear  strange, 
butis  nevertheless  true,  established  by  experience, thattlie 
pupils  enjoyed  far  belter  health  al  Annapolis  than  they  do 
at  Newport.  Being  absent  during  the  summer  and  early 
autumn,  the  autumnal  diseases,  the  only  ones  seriously  af- 
fecting the  Chesapeake  locality,  are  not  felt,  and  the  ca- 
tarrhal and  nstlimatieafTectionsof  the  North  are  not  known 
to  any  great  extent  in  this  locality.  The  ratio  of  mortality 
and  some  cases  of  disease  in  the  two  places,  as  shown  by 
the  experience  of  the  Academy,  are  as  one  lo  four. 

3.  Expense  of  living.  This  is  found  to  be  a  serious  draw- 
back at  Newport,  felt  not  only  by  the  midshipmen,  but  by 
the  professors,  ofticers,  and  employes,  and  rendering  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  cither  to  live  within  their  pay. 

4.  Discipline.  From  a  variety  of  causes  it  is  found  ex- 
tremely ditlicult,  yea  impossible,  lo  maintain  a  rigid  disci- 
pline at  Newport.  Among  these  causes  may  be  named  the 
influences  of  fashion  in  a  gay,  and  of  corruption  in  a  man- 
ufaciuring  and  sea[iort  city,  and  the  ready  access  of  vice 
and  liquor  lo  the  pupils  in  consequence  of  the  barracks  be- 
ing within  the  city  of  Newport. 

5.  Imperfect  accommodations,  as  aiTecting  not  only  the 
health  and  discipline, but  thefaeilities  forinstriiction  ;  sep- 
arating the  School  into  remote  piirts,  and  placing  superior 
ofneers  so  far  removed  from  the  pupils  Ihat  their  influence 
is  in  a  measure  lost. 

Finally,  having  recently  returned  from  the  post  at  An- 
napolis, and  having  as  department  commander  carefully 
inspected  the  buildings,  &c.,  of  the  Naval  Academy  hospi- 
tal, I  am  enabled  to  say  positively  that  a  very  small  sum 
of  money  would  siifliee  to  restore  things  there  to  the  statu 
quo  ante  bcllum  ;  that  the  buildings  within  the  Naval  Acad- 
emy walls  are  not  absolutely  required  for  the  present  wants 
of  the  military  service  ;  that  tin-  St.  John's  College  build- 
ings are  pronounced  by  the  surgeons  much  better  adapted 
to  and  are  entirely  sufficient  for  the  sick  now  there  or  ex- 
pected ;  that  any  possible  deficiency  can  be  supplied  liy  hos- 
liital  tents,  which  the  surgeon  in  charge  is  now  using  in 
preference  to  buildings,  because  he  avers  his  convalescent 
patients  recover  more  rapidly;  that  the  commissary  and 
quartermaster  departments  are  now  being  removed  without 
the  walls  as  of  more  ready  access;  and  that  an  expenditure 
of  a  (aw  hundred  dollars  will  construct  wharfage  without 
the  walls  far  morj^  convenient  than  that  within. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient 
servant,  HENRY  II.  I.OCKWOOD, 

BYXgaiier  General  commanding  Department^ 
and  Professor  United  States  Navy, 
Hon.  Mr.  Grimes,  United  Stales  Senate. 

I  have  read  these  letters  to  the  Senate  because 
they  were  written  by  men  well  knov/n  in  their 
profes.sion  and  favorably  known  to  the  general 
public.  They  ai-e  from  officers  familiar  with  the 
subject  about  which  they  write,  each  of  them 
being  now  or  liaving  been  recently  attached  to  the 
Academy  in  an  official  relation.  They  know  its 
wants,  its  dangers,  its  opportunities.  Each  of  the 
letters  I  have  read  is  an  argument  of  itself,  and  a 
far  better  one  than  1  could  make. 

I  have  several  other  communications  from  naval 
officers,  all  of  the  same  tenor.  They  are  from  men 
who  have  been  intimately  connected  with  the 
Academy.  They  know  its  wants  and  its  policy, 
and  the  policy  of  the  country.  They  are  from  men 
of  no  party  and  no  section  but  the  party  of  tlieir 
country.  But  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Senate  with  reading.  I  believe,  myself,  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  Academy  and  of  the  service 
require  that  it  should  be  removed  at  the  earliest 
possible  day.  I  am  not  disposed,  in  coiisidei-ation 
of  what  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affiiirs  has  said  to  me  to-day,  to  force  it 
back  to  Annapolis  against  the  wishes  of  the  War 
De|)artment  at  this  time,  although  I  have  no  doubt 
that,  as  General  Lockwood  says,  who  was  com- 
mandant of  this  post  at  the  time  he  wrote  me  this 
letter,  with  a  very  small  expenditure  of  money 
the  Army  could  be  accommodated  at  Annapolis 
without  the  walls  quite  as  well  as  within  them, 
and  then  surrender  the  Academy  grounds  to  the 
Academy  proper.  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  oughtto 
be  removed  to  Annapolis  al  the  beginning  of  the 
next  academic  year. 

All  I  want  at  present  is  to  give  both  the  War 
and  the  Navy  Departments  to  understand,  and  to 
let  the  parents  of  the  young  men  who  are  at  the 
Academy  understand,  that  it  is  not  the  policy  of 
this  Government  to  keep  the  Academy  where  it 


now  is;  that  it  is  not  our  policy  to  subject  their 
gon.'3  and  their  p?-o<eg'e.s  to  the  temptations  to  which 
they  are  now  subjected  at  Newport;  that  it  is  not 
our  policy  to  encourage  them  to  put  their  sona 
into  the  public  service,  and  then,  after  furnishing 
them  temptations  by  which  they  will  be  allured 
from  the  path  of  duty,  ignominiously  to  dismiss 
them  from  the  public  service  because  they  have 
yielded  to  those  temptations.  Having  done  my 
duty,  I  leave  the  issue  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ANTHON  Y.  Mr.  President,  if  1  had  not 
been  aware  of  the  intention  of  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  to  bring  forward  this  proposition  1  should 
be  surprised  to  meet  it  here  upon  an  appropria- 
tion bill.  It  has  not  been  called  for  by  the  De- 
partment, and  we  have  no  evidence  before  us  that 
the  Department  deems  it  advisable.  Indeed,  we 
have  strong  negative  evidence  that  the  Department 
is  content  with  the  Academy  where  it  is,  and  has 
no  disposition  to  remove  it.  If  the  location  of  the 
Academy  were  fixed  by  law,  if  the  President,  or 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  acting  under  him,  had  not 
the  power  to  remove  it  without  the  direction  or  the 
assent  of  Congress,  there  might  be  a  propriety  in 
conferring  the  authority,  or  even  in  indicating 
the  opinion  of  Congress  on  the  subject.  But  no 
such  power  on  the  part  of  the  Department  is  lack- 
ing. The  Academy  is  not  and  never  has  been 
fixed  by  law  in  any  place.  In  fact,  it  was  not 
created  by  any  special  law.  Mr.  Bancroft,  when 
he  was  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  wisely  determined 
that  instead  of  instructing  the  midshipmen  on 
shipboard  by  professors,  it  would  be  better  to 
collect  them  at  one  place,  to  subject  them  all  to 
the  same  discipline,  to  give  all  of  them  the  advant- 
ages of  all  the  professors,  and  to  subject  them  all 
to  the  healthful  stimulus  of  associated  study  and 
generous  competition.  With  no  other  authority 
than  what  he  found  in  existing  statutes,  he  car- 
ried his  project  into  execution,  and  collected  the 
young  gentlemen  at  Annapolis,  where  he  organ- 
ized a  plan  of  instruction  and  discipline.  The 
measure  met  with  the  approbation  of  Congress, 
and  appropriations  were  made  for  larger  instruc- 
tion, for  wider  range  of  study,  and  for  comforta- 
ble and  convenient  accommodations  for  the  pupils 
and  their  professors.  Thus  started  and  thus  grew 
up  the  Naval  Academy, which  is  doing  for  the  Navy 
what  West  Point  has  done  for  the  Army,  which 
has  taken  such  a  strong  hold  on  the  public  re- 
gard, and  to  which  to-day  thousands  of  promis- 
ing young  men  are  looking  aa  the  goal  of  their 
young  ambition  and  the  starting  point  of  their 
manly  career. 

When  the  rebellion  broke  out  and  a  mob  of 
armed  traitors  attempted  to  seize  the  Academy 
and  to  destroy  the  old  ship  Constitution,  the 
Academy  was  hastily  and  not  without  much  dan- 
ger removed  to  Newport.  An  arrangement  was 
made  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  the  occupation  of  Fort  Ad- 
ams by  the  Acaderny,  and  in  this  arrangement 
tlie  Senator  from  Iowa  was  largely  instrumental. 
Fort  Adams  was  found  to  be  inadequate  for  the 
comfortable  accommodation  of  the  pupils,  and 
they  were  transferred  to  the  Atlantic  House,  a 
great  hotel,  with  large,  airy  rooms,  beautifully 
situated,  in  one  of  the  healthiest  places  in  the 
woild. 

Now,  whenever  it  is  found  that  Newport  is 
less  desirable  than  Annapolis  or  than  any  other 
place  forthe  Academy,  the  Secretary  has  the  same 
power  to  remove  it  that  he  had  to  establish  it  ori- 
ginally al  Annapolis  and  that  he  had  torernove  it 
from  Annapolis  to  Newport.  Certainly  the  Sec- 
retary, with  the  advice  of  the  officers  of  the  Acad- 
emy and  with  the  counsel  of  the  Navy  at  his  com- 
mand, is  better  qualified  to  judge  than  we  can  be 
here  of  the  necessity  of  the  change.  We  might 
as  well  direct  him  where  he  shall  build  his  ships, 
how  he  shall  make  up  his  fleets  and  squadrons, 
what  vessels  he  shall  station  on  ihe  Atlantic,  what 
in  the  Gulf,  and  whom  he  shall  detail  to  command 
them,  as  to  interfere  in  this  matter  of  executive 
business.  Surely  the  Secretary  can  be  trusted 
in  this  matter,  as  he  is  in  aftairs  of  equal  import- 
ance in  his  Department;  and  it  seems  to  mc  that 
it  is  hardly  respectful  toward  him  and  toward  Ihe 
President  thus  to  direct  him  in  a  matter  where  he 
has  full  power  and  which  he  necessarily  must 
understand  better  than  most  of  us  can. 

The  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa  is 
directed  not  against  Newport  but  against  re- 
taining the  Academy  in  a  building  where  there  ]■ 
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insufficient  protection  from  outside  influences, 
wlicic  (liscipiinc  is  not  so  easily  muiiitaimcl,  nnd 
where  the  distractions  from  study  are  numerous 
and  strong.  Tliatis  to  say,  there  should  bo  large 
nnd  permnnenlaccommodaiionserected.  No  one 
will  deny  this.  The  question  is,  where  shall  they 
be  erected?  For  we  liavc  notsuch  buildings  now 
at  Newport  or  at  Annapolis.  The  buildings  at 
Annapolis  were  insufficient  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  one  hur.drcd  and  eighty  pupils.  Some  of 
them  were  obliged  to  live  on  shipboard.  The 
School  has  now  increased  to  four  hundred.  Every 
man  familiar  with  building  can  tell  something  of 
tho  relative  cost  of  repairing  and  enlarging  and 
adapting  old  buildings  and  of  constructing  new 
"ones  on  the  most  improved  jilans  and  with  all  the 
advantages  of  experience.  Every  one  knows,  too, 
the  comparative  value  of  the  two  when  completed. 
The  entirely  new  building  is  generally  the  cheap- 
est and  always  the  best.  A  man  who  repairs  and 
enlarges  an  old  house  almost  always  wishes,  when 
it  is  finished,  that  he  had  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
new  one.  The  accommodations  that  have  been 
erected  a  little  at  a  time  and  patched  the  new  upon 
tlieold  for  tlie  accommodation  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  [mpils,  cannot  be  profitably  stretched  out 
for  four  hundred.  The  wisest  plan  would  be  to 
erect  entirely  new  ones,  even  if  they  should  be  built 
at  Annapolis.  Not  only  the  large  number  of  pupils 
but  the  larger  range  ofstudy,  the  expansion  of  the 
whole  system  demands  this.  Moreover,  the  build- 
ings at  Annapolis,  erected  originally  upon  the  site 
of  a  military  fort,  are  now  occupied  and  needed 
for  military  purposes,  for  hospitals,  and  for  other 
purposes.  The  corps  of  General  Burnside,  which 
IS  to  be  recruited  up  to  fifty  thousand,  and  which, 
I  understand,  has  already  reached  about  forty-five 
thousand  men,  is  to  be  organized  at  Annapolis. 
Other  military  expeditions  will  doubtless  be 
formed  at  that  point,  and  at  this  time,  and  so  long 
as  the  war  may  last,  the  Government  property  at 
Anna]iolis  will  doubtless  be  more  valuable  for 
military  purposes  than  for  the  education  of  naval 
officers. 

Now,  when  we  deduct  from  the  $800,000  esti- 
mated by  the  Senator  from  Iowa  to  have  been 
expended  at  Annapolis — and  I  think  the  estimate 
a  large  one — the  amount  that  has  been  paid  for 
property  worn  out  and  useless,  the  amount  rep- 
resented by  movable  property  that  would  be  as 
valuable  at  Newport  as  at  Annapolis,  the  amount 
that  would  be  as  valuable  for  military  as  for  naval 
purposes,  I  have  no  question  that  the  balance 
is  not  equal  in  value  to  that  of  the  island  which 
the  city  of  Newport  has  offered  a  free  gift  to  I  ho 
Government  for  the  site  of  the  Academy.  On  tlie 
ground  of  economy,  therefore,  nothing  is  to  be 
gained  by  removing  the  Academy.  It  may  then 
be  treated  as  an  original  question  whether  New- 
port or  Annapolis  be  the  most  desirable  place  for 
the  institution.  And  although  I  am  not  unwilling 
to  discuss  this  question,  and  although  I  have  no 
doubt  where  the  balance  of  advantage  would  be 
found,  I  submit  thalCongress  ought  not  to  be  sat- 
isfied, that  the  country  will  not  be  satisfied,  with 
anything  short  of  a  full  examination  by  a  com- 
petent board  of  officers.  If  this  amendment  pre- 
vails, the  place  of  the  Academy  will  for  the  first 
time  be  fixed  by  law.  The  discretion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  locate  it  will  for  the  first  time  be  taken 
from  him,  and  we  shall  assume  the  grave  respons- 
ibility of  ordering  the  Academy  to  be  removed, 
when  there  may  be  the  strongest  reasons,  military 
or  naval,  or  both,  why  it  should  be  retained,  for  the 
present,  at  least,  where  it  is.  Now,  I  ask  Sena- 
tors if  they  are  prepared  to  do  this;  if  they  have 
sufficiently  informed  themselves  on  tho  subject 
to  be  ready  to  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  tho  Sec- 
retary. I  am  willing  that  there  should  bo  a  res- 
olution of  inquiry,  1  am  willing  that  an  inquiry 
sliould  be  made  by  a  board  of  officers;  but  I  pro- 
test against  making  the  change  without  inquiry, 
and  compelling  it  wilhoutleaving  anything  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary.  If  it  be  true  that  all 
the  officers  of  the  Navy  are  in  favor  of  it,  as  nil 
of  those  whom  my  friend  from  Iowa  has  consulted 
nppear  to  be — I  know  some  who  are  not 

Mr.  GRilMES.     Who? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  do  not  think  that  the  pres- 
ent Kuperintendent  of  the  Academy  is  in  favor  of 
removing  it. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  lie  was  liere  last  week,  and 
cx[)re.ssed  himself  much  stronger  in  conversation 
with  mc  thun  he  did  in  IiIei  letter  which  I  read. 


Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  letter  of  Commodore 
Blake  only  went  to  show  the  disadvantages  ofhav- 
ing  the  Academy  in  a  hotel  and  the  importance 
of  having  permanent  accommodations. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  win  state  to  the  Senator  that 
he  expressed  himself  to  mc — and  I  state  it  here 
publicly,  so  that  he  may  see  it  in  print — much 
stronger  in  conversation  than  he  has  in  his  letter 
in  favor  of  the  removal. 

Mr.  ANTPIONY.  But  in  his  letter  he  does  not 
express  himself  in  favor  of  a  removal  from  New- 
port  

Mr.  GRIMES.  Then  I  will  put  it  in  other 
words.  Ho  expressed  himself  to  me  in  favor  of 
the  removal  in  the  most  unqualified  terms. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Then  I  dare  say  he  ex- 
pressed himself  in  favor  of  the  removal  because 
he 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  question  I  asked  the  Sen- 
ator from  Rhode  Island  was,  who  were  the  officers 
who  expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  retaining  the 
Academy  atNewport.  I  stated  that  I  knew  of  one, 
and  only  one.    I  can  give  him  the  name  of  the  one. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  1  think  two  of  the  board 
of  examination,  at  the  last  examination  but  one, 
were  in  favor  of  its  being  retained  at  Newport. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.    I  think  thereoortso  shows. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  report  shows  that  no  one 
of  them  was  in  favor  of  retaining  it;  but  Commo- 
dore Sands — •  have  his  report  here,  and  he  said 
only: 

"ill  llie  main  I  concur  in  tlie  views  presented  by  the 
foregoing  report,  but  rcspcctl'iilly  talvc  leave  todissent  from 
tlKit  portion  of  it  wliicli  would  scsm  to  reflect  on  tlic  mo- 
tives and  conduct  of  members  of  Congress  wlio  liy  law  are 
authorized  to  oflVrcaiididates  lor examiiiaiion."  *  * 
*  *  "Further,  the  present  juncture  of  allairs  having 
rendered  it  necessary  to  remove  the  Naval  Academy  to 
Newport,  Kliodn  Island,  the  suggestion  thai  it  be  returned 
lo  Annapolis,  at  any  rate  for  some  time  lo  come,  is  uncalled 
for." 

He  said  the  suggestion  of  his  associates  was 
uncalled  for,  not  that  he  was  for  it  or  against  it. 
The  other  members  of  the  board  were  Commo- 
dores Stribling,  Glynn,  Hudson,  Wilkes,  and 
Harwood,  and  all  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  cannot  have  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  Senate  that  every  letter  that  was  read 
from  naval  officers  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa  fa- 
vored the  removal  of  the  Academy  not  from  New- 
port to  Annapolis  but  from  insufficient  to  sufficient 
accommodations ;  and  because  there  were  sufficient 
accommodations  for  one  hundred  and  eighty  pu- 
pils only  at  Annapolis,  some  of  them  favor  that 
location.  I  listened  attentively  to  the  letters  read 
by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  and  there  was  noth- 
ing in  them  from  which  it  could  be  inferred  that 
proper  accommodations  at  Newport  would  not  be 
as  good  as  proper  accommodations  at  Annap- 
olis, except  the  climate.  1  never  expected  to  have 
to  stand  up  here  and  defend  the  climate  of  New- 
port. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  objections  were  as 
to  the  health,  the  society,  the  exposure  to  tempt- 
ation. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  That  more  pupils  out  of 
the  number  of  four  hundred  have  died  at  New- 
port than  died  at  Annapolis  in  the  same  period 
out  of  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  one 
hundred  and  eighty  may  be  very  true. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  No,  sir.  General  Lockwood 
gives  us  the  exact  figures,  and  he  says  that  the 
proportion  was  as  one  to  four. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth  a  ])lace  where  there  is 
greater  hoalthfulness  or  greater  longevity  than 
Newport.  Nobody  thinks  of  dying  there  under 
eighty-five,  and  when  a  man  dies  at  sixty  they 
sficak  of  him  as  a  promising  young  man,  and  if 
he  dies  at  seventy-five  he  is  "  cut  uif  in  the  prime 
of  his  life."  It  is  true  there  was  a  little  dis- 
ease there  last  summer,  to  which  I  suppose  the 
allusion  is  made,  a  sort  of  .summer  complaint, 
that  frightened  some  people,  and  the  newspapers, 
I  think,  feeling  rather  ])roud  that  they  could  get 
up  a  sickness  at  Newport,  which  they  had  never 
had  there  before,  made  a  good  deal  more  of  it 
than  the  facts  justified.  It  is,  Mr.  President — and 
for  that  I  wotJId  appeal  to  tho  vital  statistics — as 
hcalihy  a  place  as  there  is  in  the  country  or  in  tho 
worlil.  Nor  can  I  agree  with  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  that  out-door  exercises  can  be  continued 
one  month  longer  in  the  fall  and  commenced  one 
montli  earlier  in  the  spring  at  Annapolis  than  at 
Nevirport. 


Mr.  GRIMES.  That  is  not  my  statement,  but 
the  statement  of  the  commandant  of  the  midship- 
men who  has  been  commandant  at  both  places, 
Captain  Rodgers. 

Mr.  ANTtlONY.  I  do  not  think  that  out-door 
exercises  need  be  interrupted  for  two  months  of 
the  whole  year  at  Newport. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  am  not  the  author  of  the 
statement.  It  comes  from  a  gentleman  who  has 
had  experience  at  both  places. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  As  to  the  present  condition 
of  Annapolis  for  military  purposes,  and  its  value 
'for  a  military  depot;  as  to  the  serious  inconven- 
ience and  the  large  expense  that  would  be  occa- 
sioned by  surrendering  it  to  the  Academy;  as  to 
the  effect  of  carrying  on  the  Academy  in  the  midst 
of  a  vast  camp,  surrounded  by  all  the  influences  of 
a  great  military  organization,  and  especially  of  an 
organization  composed  largely  of  fresh  recruits, 
I  hope  we  shall  hear  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  I  am  confident, 
from  the  enlightened  and  enlarged  view  which  he 
takes  of  our  combined  military  and  naval  neces- 
sities, he  will  not  favor  this  ))roposition,  at  least 
not  till  the  war  is  over. 

If  there  be  nothing  gained  on  the  ground  of 
economy  by  returning  the  Academy  to  Annapolis, 
and  if  the  two  harbors  are  to  be  estimated  on  their 
respective  merits,  I  have  no  apprehension  that  the 
change  will  be  made.  If  I  were  speaking  to  na- 
val men,  to  experienced  mariners,  in  any  part  of 
the  world,  I  should  think  it  a  work  of  the  bald- 
est supererogation  to  extol  the  harbor  of  New- 
port. It  has  been  celebrated  for. its  unsurpassed, 
in  some  respects  its  unrivaled  excellences,  ever 
since  it  was  discovered.  I  have  had  occasion  be- 
fore, in  this  Chamber,  to  recapitulate  some  of 
them.  Itsgreat  depth  of  water;  its  capacious  size, 
large  enough  for  a  fleet  to  maneuver  under  sail; 
its  great  facility  of  access;  its  abundant  supply  of 
fresh  water;  its  excellent  anchorage,  "perfectly 
safe" — I  quote  from  the  report  of  tlie  commis- 
sion of  1830 — "  from  winds,  waves,  stonns,  or 
floating  ice;"  its  facilities  for  rapid  communica- 
tion with  a  dense  population,  skilled  in  mechan- 
ical pursuits,  and  of  martial  character;  the  re- 
markable salubrity  of  its  climate — all  commend 
it  for  naval  purposes.  Cortiers  Harbor  island, 
which  the  city  of  Newport  has  tendered  to  the 
Government  a  free  gift  for  the  Academy,  is  a 
small  island  of  about  one  hundred  acres  in  ex- 
tent, well  diversified.  It  contains  a  plain  of 
twelve  acres  admirably  calculated  for  purposes 
of  drill.  It  is  connected  with  the  mainland  of 
Rhode  Island  by  a  causeway  which  can  be  closed 
by  a  gate,  giving  to  the  site  the  advantages  of  iso- 
lation and  of  free  communication.  The  water  is 
so  deep  that  a  line-of-battle  ship  can  lie  along- 
side. The  situation  is  very  healthy.  The  value 
of  this  island  1  think  has  been  estimated  at  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  And  that, 
ill  my  judgment,  is  more  than  the  value  of  the 
property  which  the  Government  would  neces- 
sarily abandon  in  giving  up  Annapolis. 

Mr.  GRIiMES.  What  is  the  price  of  land  on 
the  mainland  adjacent? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  do  not  know.  It  dou- 
bles every  month  or  two.  This  was  estimated  at 
$250,000  when  my  colleague  and  myself  were  at 
Newport  al)out  six  moiuiis  ago. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Admiral  Davis,  I  think,  in  a 
conversation  with  me  the  other  day,  told  me  that 
when  he  was  there  tho  land  adjacent  on  the  main- 
land was  worth  ^100  an  acre.  I  suppose  the  in- 
sular position  of  this  tract  gives  it  an  additional 
value. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  There  is  a  building  upon 
it  that  is  about  as  suitable  for  the  purposes  of  tho 
Naval  Academy  as  tho  buildings  at  Annapolis. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     A  poor-house? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Yes,  sir,  a  poor-house.  Wc 
have  good  poor-houses  in  our  country.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa  referred  to  one  other  objection 
against  having  the  Academy  at  Newport;  and 
that  i.s  the  superior  economy  of  living  at  Annap- 
olis. If  the  Academy  be  sent  back  to  Annapolis, 
it  will  be  found  that  tho  cost  of  living  there  now 
is  greater  than  it  was  before  the  removal.  One 
of  the  professors  of  the  Academy  said  to  a  friend 
of  mine  that  the  opportunity  of  giving  to  hischil- 
(Iron  as  good  nn  education  as  the  country  could 
afl'ord,  and  without  cost,  in  the  free  schools  of 
Newport,  more  than  balanced  the  difference  in 
tlic  expense  of  living  between  Annapolis  and  New- 
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port.  The  fact  tliat  the  library  is  packed  away 
111  casemates  does  not  reflect  credit  on  tiiose  who 
have  charge  of  it.  1  do  not  know  why  the  library 
has  not  been  brought  to  Newport;  but  I  suppose 
the  reason  is  that  there  is  a  much  better  library 
there,  one  of  the  best  and  oldest  in  the  country, 
free  to  the  professors  and  pupils;  and  the  profess- 
ors found  probably  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  removing  theii-  own  little  library  to  Newport. 
I  hope  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  will  give  the  Senate  his  views  upon 
the  subject  from  a  military  point  of  view. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  form  the  amendment  has 
assumed  modifies,  to  some  extent,  my  opposition 
to  it, although  I  think  we  had  better  not  act  upon 
the  subject  until  the  next  session.  If  we  were 
through  the  rebellion,  I  have  nodoubt  that  I  should 
vote  to  remove  the  Naval  Academy  to  Annapolis. 
I  believe  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  insti- 
tution to  remove  it,  but  it  is  certainly  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  country  that  the  present  military 
position  at  Annapolis  should  not  be  interfered 
with.  The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  gives  us  an  opportunity  at  the  next 
session  to  arrest  the  execution  of  the  law.  So 
long  as  the  war  lasts,  so  long  as,  at  any  rate,  the 
enemy  occupies  Virginia,  Annapolis  is  important 
as  a  military  post,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant military  posts  the  Government  now  oc- 
cupies. We  have  expended  at  Annapolis  $250,000 
to  fit  and  prepare  it  for  the  military  uses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  for  a  parole  camp.  It  is  the  point 
which  men  by  land  and  by  water  can  reach. 

We  have  had  several  thousand  men  there  much 
of  the  time.  Five  hundred  sick  men  were  brought 
there  in  one  ship  the  other  day  and  put  into  the 
hospitals.  A  great  military  expedition  is  fitting 
out  there  at  this  time.  We  may  have  to  fit  out 
half  a  dozen  expeditions  before  this  war  closes. 
In  the  grounds  we  have  erected  buildings  for  the 
purposesof  the  Government.  We  have  extended 
the  wharves;  we  have  built  railroads  upon  them 
going  to  the  buildings  established  by  the  Govern- 
ment; we  have  erected  additional  liospitals,  and 
they  ought  not  to  be  interfered  with  during 'his  re- 
bellion. I  may  say  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be- 
lieves the  place  is  one  of  the  most  important  mil- 
itary places  occupied  by  this  Government,  and  is 
growing  more  important  every  day.  If  we  were 
through  the  war,  I  should  vote,  without  any  hes- 
itation, to  bring  the  Academy  back  to  Annapolis. 
I  believe  it  will  go  there  in  the  end.  I  believe  its 
interests  require  that  it  should  go  there.  I  ac- 
knowledge the  force  of  what  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  has  said  in  regard  to  the  location  at  New- 
port— the  temptations  to  the  young  men  at  New- 
port— but  I  do  not  think  Congress  ought  to  force 
the  school  back  there  against  the  interests  of  the 
Government.  I  think  we  might  just  as  well  let 
the  matter  go  over,  until  next  session,  and  then, 
if  we  are  in  a  proper  condition,  pass  it.  It  seems 
to  me  that  would  be  the  wiser  course,  although 
the  arnendment,  in  the  form  in  which  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  has  put  it,  is  far  less  objectionable, 
because  a  session  of  Congress  intervenes,  and,  if 
the  interests  of  the  Government  require  it,  we  can 
then  repeal  so  much  of  this  act  as  requires  the 
removal. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  If  this  amendment  is  to 
pass — which  is  not  necessary,  for  it  may  just  as 
well  be  passed  at  the  next  session — the  War  De- 
partment must  immediately  begin  to  prepare  for 
the  evacuation  of  the  premises. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Why  so? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  They  cannot  extend  their 
buildings  or  increase theiraccommodations there. 
They  cannot  provide  for  anytliing  permanent 
there.  According  to  the  amendment  they  are  only 
to  remain  there  for  a  year;  and  I  do  not  see,  there- 
fore, that  the  postponement  of  the  time  for  Ihe 
amendment  to  take  effect  renders  it  any  more  ac- 
ceptable, except  that  it  gives  us  an  opportunity 
to  repeal  it  at  the  next  session ;  that  is  to  say,  we 
may  pass  a  law  now  for  the  sake  of  repealing  it 
at  the  next  session,  when  we  may  as  well  pass  it 
at  the  next  session  and  not  repeal  it,  if  it  should 
be  passed  at  all. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  A  great  deal  that  has  been 
said  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  applies  to  the  city  of  Annapolis,  but 
does  not  apply  to  the  Academy  grounds.  A  large 
amount  of  the  money  that  he  has  mentioned  as 
having  been  expended  by  the  War  Department 
at  Annapolis  was  notexpcndcd  within  tho  Acad- 


emy grounds.  The  parole  camp  is  not  in  the 
Academy  grounds.  The  War  Department  has 
built  along  through  the  Academy  grounds  a  rail- 
road, and  built  it  at  comparatively  little  expense. 
Il  has  built  a  large  amount  of  quartermaster's 
buildings,  which  are  of  a  very  temporary  char- 
acter, and  I  suppose  the  lumber  would  be  worth 
one  half  as  much  when  taken  down  as  it  is  now, 
and  could  be  removed  at  comparatively  little  ex- 
pense. They  have  been  making  some  very  tem- 
porary, and  but  very  few,  hospitals  outside  of  the 
Academy  buildings,  and,  as  was  said  in  the  letter 
that  I  read  from  General  Lockwood,  the  surgeons 
are  about  transferring  the  men  from  the  Academy 
buildings  into  the  outside  hospital  and  into  the 
tents,  instead  of  keeping  them  inside. 

But  what  1  v/ant  the  amendment  adopted  for 
is,  to  give  notice  to  all  persons  that  it  is  nolto  be 
our  policy  to  keep  the  Academy  where  it  now  is, 
and  that  we  are  not  going  to  tempt,  to  allure  into 
the  public  service  the  finest  young  men  in  the 
country  and  send  them  where  they  are  to  be 
tempted  from  the  path  of  rectitude,  and  then  ig- 
nominiously  dismissed  from  the  public  service, 
and  bear  reproach  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

If  it  were  not  for  the  present  expedition  that  is 
being  got  up,  I  apprehend  that  nobody  at  the 
War  Department  would  be  opposed  to  the  change. 
I  happen  to  know  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
bureau  officers  are  in  favor  of  surrendering  it,  or 
were  four  weeks  ago,  for  I  had  conversations 
with  several  of  them,  and  thejr  did  not  deem  it  at 
all  essential  to  the  public  service  that  Annapolis 
should  be  retained  as  a  military  post.  Since  this 
new  expedition  of  General  Burnside  has  been 
projected,  I  can  very  readily  see  that  there  are 
reasons  why  it  should  be  retained  in  charge  of 
the  military  authorities,  and  1  am  therefore  will- 
ing to  abandon  the  original  proposition  that  I  in- 
tended to  move,  to  send  it  back  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  academic  year  next  September,  and 
say  it  shall  be  sent  back  at  the  commencement  of 
the  academic  year  a  year  from  next  September. 
Then  all  parties  will  have  fair  notice  and  can  gov- 
ern themselves  accordingly. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into 
the  debate  so  far  as  regards  the  relative  merits  of 
these  two  different  places.  I  accord  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  and  also  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island,  in  relation  to  the  impropriety 
of  fixing  this  matter  now  and  at  this  time.  I  do 
not  consider  that  it  is  expedient  or  perhaps  judi- 
cious. It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  loca- 
tion for  the  Naval  Academy  has  never  yet  been 
fixed  by  law,  but  thatit  has  been  fixed  by  the  nom- 
ination or  the  selection  of  the  Department  having 
charge  and  control  of  that  matter. 

Now,  sir,  at  this  time,  without  being  certain 
or  knowing  that  the  way  will  be  clear  hereafter 
for  us  to  carry  this  Naval  Academy  back  to  An- 
napolis, arising  from  the  continuation  of  the  rebel- 
lion, why  should  we  now  fix  upon  that  point  by 
law,  when  it  has  never  heretofore  been  considered 
necessary  that  it  should  be  denominated  a  place 
by  law  for  this  Academy?  It  may  be  that  the 
present  accommodations  at  Newport  are  unfit.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  so.  It  may  be  that  the  at- 
tractions surrounding  that  place  are  unsuitable  for 
the  young  men  who  are  collected  there  for  the 
purpose  of  a  naval  education.  It  is  most  likely 
that  they  will  not  be  able,  in  time  to  come,  even 
under  the  restraints  and  discipline  imposed  upon 
them,  to  resist  the  temptations  and  allurements 
by  which  they  are  surrounded,  tending  to  interfere 
with  the  proper  course  of  their  studies.  But  if  we 
determine  by  law  that  this  Academy  shall  be  car- 
ried back  to  Annapolis  at  the  time  designated  by 
the  Senator  from  Iowa  in  his  proposed  amend- 
ment, we  are  by  no  means  certain  that  it  will  be 
suitable  and  proper  that  the  removal  should  take 
(ilace  at  that  time.  The  ground  at  Annapolis  is 
occu|)ied  now  for  other  purposes,  as  is  said,  and 
cannot  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  Naval 
Academy. 

But,  sir,  I  had  another  view  in  rising.  It  will 
not  perhaps  be  forgotten  that  about  two  years 
since,  when  this  matter  was  under  discussion  and 
came  up  as  a  distinct  proposition,  1  had  the  honor 
to  present  a  number  of  petitions  signed  by  highly 
respectable  gentlemen,  and  also  resolutions  of  a 
State  Legislature,  requesting  Congress  to  select 
another  site  entirely  different  and  distinct  from 
the  two  now  involved  in  this  amendment,  New- 
port and  Annapolis,  and  that  was  a  position  upon 


the  Raritan  bay  at  Perth  Amboy,  which  was  sup- 
posed and  believed  to  possess  greater  qualifica- 
tions and  advantages  for  such  a  School  as  this  than 
either  of  the  two  places  contended  for  by  the  rival 
parties  on  this  floor  on  the  present  occasion. 

As  this  School  is  designed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  service  in  the  naval  branch,  and  as  all  these 
considerations  are  very  important,  inasmuch  as 
the  Naval  School  has  been  dislodged  from  its 
former  position  and  been  compelled  to  take  flight 
in  consequence  of  this  rebellion  further  North,  it 
would  seem  to  be  judicious  and  highly  proper 
that  an  opportunity  should  be  afforded  for  the  se- 
lection of  a  site  which  will  combine  all  the  advant- 
ages that  are  necessary  and  desirable  for  such  an 
institution.  And  if  we  undertake  now  without  a 
moment's  warning  to  direct  the  removal  to  Annap- 
olis we  know  not  what  may  be  the  consequence. 
The  Senator  from  Iowa  says  that  by  adopting  this 
amendment  all  parties  will  havenotici;  and  will  be 
prepared  to  get  ready  for  this  change.  Wliy,  sir, 
the  change  as  proposed  to  be  made  by  him  now 
is  without  a  moment's  notice.  We  propose  by 
law  to  fix  this  point  and  this  spot  only,  and  that 
by  way  of  amendment  upon  an  appropriation  bill, 
when  those  persons  to  whom  I  have  referred  and 
when  the  country  at  large  have  had  no  notice  that 
any  such  attempt  would  be  made  on  this  occasion 
and  in  this  way  to  remove  the  Naval  Academy 
from  the  place  where  it  now  has  a  lodgment  to 
the  spot  which  it  originally  occupied. 

For  myself  I  should  greatly  prefer  that  the  course 
should  be  taken  with  respect  to  this  mntter  that  is 
taken  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  sites  for  arsenals 
and  navy-yards:  that  a  commission  should  be 
raised  and  that  an  opportunity  should  be  afforded 
through  the  agency  of  scientific  men  whose  at- 
tention can  be  directed  to  the  subject,  and  whose 
judgment  will  enable  them  to  decide  whidri  posi- 
tion in  the  country  will  be  the  most  desirable  and 
beneficial  for  a  school  of  this  description.  But  if 
we  adopt  this  amendment,  it  is  a  foregone  con- 
clusion unless,  as  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island 
says,  we  next  year  repeal  the  act  which  we  may 
pass  to-day. 

I  see  no  immediate  necessity  for  incorporating 
this  amendment  on  this  appropriation  bill.  1  do 
not  say  that  I  may  not  vote  eventually  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Academy  to  Annapolis,  if  I 
shall  be  in  the  Senate  at  the  time  when  that  voto 
shall  finally  be  taken;  but  I  think  it  is  greatly 
amiss  at  the  present  time  to  fix  that  as  the  spot 
and  the  only  spot,  when  these  other  considerations 
are  apparent  to  every  person  who  has  thought 
upon  the  subject.  I  recollect  that  there  was  an- 
other site  proposed  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
and  it  was  considerably  urged  by  the  Senators 
from  tliat  State,  two  years  ago.  Whether  they 
have  abandoned  that,  or  wheflier  they  shall  see 
fit  on  this  occasion,  or  any  other  to  press  it,  1  know 
not,  but  it  is  il  matter  within  my  memory. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  Senator  will  pardon  me 
for  saying  that  as  our  friends  in  Massachusetts 
seem  very  little  inclined  to  keep  the  navy-yard 
at  Charlestown,  and  as  New  London  affords  ex- 
cellent facilities  for  a  navy-yard,  we  perhaps  will 
waive  our  claim  for  the  Naval  School, expecting 
by  all  means  to  have  the  navy-yard  at  New  Lon- 
don, that  at  Charlestown  being  given  up,  the  peo- 
ple there  not  wanting  it.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  It  is  very  manifest  that  the 
country,  interested  not  only  locally  in  their  own 
behalf,  but  interested  in  the  public  service  and  in 
pointing  out  suitable  and  appropriate  and  advan- 
tageous locations  for  institutions  of  this  kind,  is 
unprepared  at  this  time  to  have  this  matter  defi- 
nitely and  decisively  fixed.  I  see  no  object  to  be 
gained  by  pressing  the  matter  now.  The  Senator 
from  Iowa  says  he  is  willing  to  amend  his  amend- 
ment so  that  the  Naval  Sciiool  shall  not  be  removed 
to  Annapolis  until  a  year  after  next  September. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  the  way  it  stands 
now. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  was  not  aware  that  the 
amendment  had  already  been  so  modified.  That 
is  a  long  time  ahead,  and  we  do  not  know  what 
contingencies  may  arise  or  what  circumstances 
may  spring  up  rendering  it  highly  impioper  and 
objectionable  that  it  should  be  located  there. 

1  shall  vote  against  the  amendment  under  the 
views  which  I  have  stated;  not  dei:laring  by  any 
means  that  if  it  shall  be  discovered  that  there  is 
no  more  desirable  site  than  Annapolis  1  shall  not 
vote  cheerfully  and  frankly  for  its  restoration  to 
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that  place,  b^^causi^  I  know  (and  tlint  would  over- 
come all  local  feeling  that  1  might  have,  or  any 
pride  of  my  own  State)  that  in  voting  to  have  it 
restored  there,  because  of  theeX|)endimre  already 
made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  School,  I 
should  vote  for  putting  it  in  a  loyal  State.  Mary- 
land has  shown  that  by  recent  action,  and  I  be- 
lieve she  will  continue  to  show  her  loyally  and 
devotion  to  the  Union,  and  1  should  rejoice  in 
seeing  Ihm-  restored  lo  the  position  she  occupied 
prior  to  this  rebellion;  and  this  would  be  one  of 
the  recognitions  of  her  loyalty  by  reestablishing 
the  Naval  School  within  her  limits  and  confiding 
it  to  her  care. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  has  said  so  well  what  was  in 
my  mind  to  say  that  perhaps  it  is  almost  super- 
fluous for  mc  to  undertake  to  say  anything.  It 
seems  to  mc  that  this  whole  question  is  in  a  nut- 
sht'll.  If  the  Senate  is  not  ready  to  vote  that 
the  School  shall  go  to  Annapolis  now,  how  can  it 
vote  now  that  it  shall  go  there  next  year.'  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  same  facts  and  the  same  evidence 
that  will  enable  it  to  decide  in  one  case  will  en- 
nbli'  it  to  decide  in  the  other  case. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  suggest  that  I  should 
be  against  the  return  of  the  School  to  Annapolis; 
and  especially  1  would  not  suggest  that  the  School 
should  be  permanently  continued  at  Newport;  but 
the  Senate  will  understand  that  the  question  may 
be  presented  in  various  forms:  first,  shall  the 
School  continue  at  Newport;  secondly,  if  not  at 
Newport,  shall  it  go  to  Annapolis;  or,  thirdly, 
may  there  not  be  some  other  place  to  which  it 
should  go,  neither  Newport  nor  Annapolis.  Is 
the  Senate  prepared  to  pass  on  that  question.' 
The  Senator  from  Iowa,  in  his  proposition,  post- 
pones the  return  for  more  than  a  year.  Why.' 
It  must  be  from  some  idea,  or  understanding,  or 
conception  that  at  this  moment  we  cannot  act 
di'finiiively  on  the  matter.  If  we  cannot  act  defin- 
itively on  the  matter,  if  we  are  obliged  to  postpone 
final  action  for  more  than  a  year,  why  do  we 
touch  it  at  all  at  this  date.' 

It  seems  to  me  nothing  is  gained  by  it.  Sena- 
tors are  driven  to  say  that  if  anything  should  oc- 
cur during  the  coming  year  which  should  cause 
a  change  of  desire  on  the  part  of  Congress,  that 
might  be  expressed  by  a  repeal  of  this  provision. 
Is  that  good  legislation.'  1  doubt  whether  it  is. 
Let  us  legislate  when  we  have  made  up  our  minds, 
and  not  legislate  in  such  a  way  that  we  may  during 
the  coming  year  have  to  change  our  legislation; 
especially  do  not  let  us  legislate  on  the  theory 
that  within  the  coming  year  we  may  change  it. 
Let  us  wait  till  the  time  has  come  when  all  the 
facts  are  so  clear  before  us  that  we  may  say  pre- 
cisely where  the  School  ought  to  be  placed;  and 
then  if  it  were  better  that  it  should  be  returned  to 
Annapolis,  let  it  be  returned  there.  For  myself, 
I  must  say  that  when  this  question  was  forinerly 
discussed,  I  doubted  whether  it  would  be  expedi- 
ent for  the  School  ever  to  be  returned  to  Annapo- 
lis. I  cannot  say  that  I  continue  of  that  opinion. 
My  present  impression  is,  that  ultimately  the 
School  must  swing  back  to  its  original  moorings; 
but  I  do  not  think  Congress  is  now  in  acoiidition 
to  say  so. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  Mr.  President,  if  I  supposed, 
ns  the  member  from  Massachusetts  who  spoke 
first  [Mr.  Wilson]  stated,  that  the  removal  of 
this  School  back  to  Annapolis  would  interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  public  interest,  I  should  be  ns 
far  from  supporting  it  as  any  other  metYiber  of  the 
Senate;  but  I  am  not  of  that  impression,  and  I  am 
unable  to  conceive  upon  what  ground  the  public 
iiitere.sts,  Hsfar  as  any  other  service  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  concerned  than  the  Navy,  will  be  af- 
fected at  all.  1  think  there  is  a  misapprehension 
with  Some  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  and  a 
misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  atid 
perhaps  in  that  misaprcphension  the  honorable 
member  from  Iowa  participates,  in  supposing  that 
the  .S('hool  is  not  now  established  at  Annapolis  in 
point  of  law. 

'I'iie  first  appropriation  was  made  when  I  was 
a  member  of  the  .Senate,  in  184.'Sor  184G,  of  some 
three  or  four  thousand  dollars;  and  fiom  that 
time  to  this  appropriations  have  at  every  recur- 
ring year  almo.st  been  renewed  until  we  have  ex- 
pended some  eight  or  nine  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lar8;at)d  the  expenditure  has  been,  as  staled  in  the 
appropriations  themselves,  for  the  Naval  Acad- 
emy at  Annapolid.    Congress,  therefore,  during 


a  scries  of  years  have  by  their  legislation  con- 
sidered the  Academy  as  at  Annapolis,  and  they 
have  spent  their  money  and  erected  the  buildings 
which  are  now  to  be  found  within  the  limits  of 
the  lines  of  the  Academy,  and  have  enlarged  the 
limits  of  the  Academy  itself  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  Academy  there,  and  my  impression 
has  always  been  and  is  still  that  there  is  no  au- 
thority in  the  Navy  Department,  or  in  the  War 
Department,  or  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States  acting  as  the  controlling  power  over  both, 
to  take  away  the  Academy  from  Annapolis  and 
locate  it  anywhere  else,  except  that  authority 
which  is  to  be  found  in  what  is  termed  military 
necessity.  1  have  no  reason  to  find  fault,  and  I 
do  not  find  fault  with  the  removal  of  the  Acad- 
emy as  it  was  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
it  was  at  the  time  the  removal  was  ordered.  The 
State  then  was  in  a  condition  of  great  disquiet. 
It  is  unpleasant  for  ine  to  recollect  how  deep  the 
feeling  of  hostility  toward  the  United  States  on 
the  part  ofa  portion  of  the  people  of  Maryland 
at  that  time  was;  and  serious  apprehensions  were 
entertained  that  the  Academy'  would  be  taken  pos- 
session of  by  mob  violence,  by  traitorous  mach- 
inations, and  held  as  against  the  Government.  I 
have  some  reason  to  believe  that  Captain  Blake, 
who  was  the  Superintendent  at  that  time  as  he  is 
still,  shared  somewhat  in  that  apprehension, and 
that  the  authorities  here  also  were  influenced  by 
it;  and  in  order  to  guard  against  the  jiossibility 
of  such  a  result,  they  thought  it  better  to  remove 
the  School  at  once  to  a  State  in  which  disloyalty 
did  not  exist  at  the  time,  and,  to  her  honor,  has 
never  existed,  so  far  as  I  am  advised. 

General  Butler,  when  he  came  with  his  troops 
to  Annapolis,  without  any  authority  tlian  that 
which  was  in  him  as  commander  of  that  com- 
inand,  took  possession  of  these  grounds,  and  from 
that  day  to  this  they  have  remained  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  War  Department,  the  present  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  his  prede<;essor  having  exer- 
cised exclusive  jurisdiction  (of  course  under  the 
authority  of  the  President)  over  the  grounds  as 
if  the  grounds  did  not  belong  to  the  Navy  proper. 

I  am  not  now  for  the  fiist  time  advised  by  the 
letters  which  my  friend  from  Iowa  has  read,  that 
in  the  opinion  of  a  large  majority,  if  not  of  the  en- 
tire number  of  the  olHccrs  of  the  Navy,  it  is  to 
the  interest  of  tliat  branch  of  the  service  that  the 
School  should  be  returned  to  Annapolis.  It  would 
be  fatiguing  the  Senate  unnecessarily  to  state  the 
reasons  on  which  thalofiinion  is  founded.  1'hey 
have  been  stated  by  many  of  the  officers  them- 
selves more  clearly  than  I  should  be  able  to  state 
them  if  I  were  to  make  the  attempt.  But  the  fact 
is  clear  beyond  all  doubt  that  every  officer  of  dis- 
tinction in  the  Navy  is  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  much  better  for  the  naval  service  that  the  School 
should  be  returned  to  Annapolis.  Mr.  Secretury 
Stanton,  however,  during  the  whole  period  of  his 
administration  of  the  War  Department — tor  the 
subject  is  not  now  for  the  first  time  placed  before 
him — has  been  under  the  impression  that  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  United  Stales  requires  the  pos- 
session of  the  naval  grounds  at  Annapolis,  that  he 
cannot  get  along  without  them.  Ilia  a  very  great 
mistake.  Therearesonie  forty-seven  acresof  land 
attached  to  the  Naval  School.  There  arc  some 
seven  or  eight  or  ten  buildings  which  can  be  u.sed 
by  theWar  Department;  butcomparatively  speak- 
ing the  conveniences  furnished  to  the  War  De- 
partment or  to  the  Arniy  by  the  buildings  that 
are  inside  of  the  walls  of  the  Naval  Academy  are 
trifling.  'I'liey  have  erected  others.  The  jiarole 
camp,  in  which  most  of  the  troops  are,  is  some 
two  miles  from  the  Naval  Academy.  Where  the 
troops  that  General  Burnside  is  said  now,  and  no 
doubtconectly,lo  becollectingat  Annapolis,  some 
forty  or  fifty  thousand  men,  are,  is  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  Naval  Academy.  The  possession 
of  the  Academy  is  of  no  possible  use  whatever  to 
the  collection  or  to  the  management  of  those  troops 
in  any  way.  But  the  Secretary  with  that  fond- 
ness, perhaps  not  peculiar  to  him,  but  which 
seems  to  belong  to  every  man  who  is  in  posses- 
sion of  power,  thinks  that  having  once  got  pos- 
session of  the  School,  it  is  due  to  himself  almost 
that  he  should  hold  on,  and  without  reference  lo 
the  injury  that  by  holding  on  he  inflicts  on  an- 
other branch  of  the  service.  I  do  not  know  that 
he  knows  the  fact  now,  but  when  he  is  told,  as 
he  will  be  told  if  he  recurs  to  the  debate,  that  the 
oflicers  of  the  Navy  almost  with  one  voice,  at 


least  such  of  the  oflicers  as  stand  high  in  the  public 
esteem, includingthe  Superintendent  himself,  who 
has  been  there  for  several  years,  all  concur  in  the 
opinion  that  the  good  of  the  Navy  demands  the 
return  of  the  School  lo  Annapolis,  I  have  that 
confidence  in  his  judgment  and  jiatriolism  that  he 
will  very  cheerluily  yield  to  the  conviction  which 
as  I  think  testimony  of  that  sort  will  fix  upon  his 
mind. 

But  whether  it  is  so  or  not,  Mr.  President,  if 
we  are  satisfied  that  that  branch  of  the  service 
will  be  benefited  by  the  removal  of  the  School, 
why  should  we  suft'er  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  stand  in  our  way.'  We  are  as  compe- 
tent to  judge  as  he  is,  provided  we  have  all  the 
evidence  before  us  that  he  has  before  him,  and 
that  is  certainly  true.  How  does  he  know  what 
mischief  is  not  being  done  to  the  Navy  by  having 
the  School  where  it  is  now  .'  How  does  lie  know 
what  would  be  the  extent  of  the  benefit  which 
would  be  conferred  upon  the  Navy  by  returning 
the  School  to  Annapolis  more  than  we  do?  Not 
at  all;  and  it  is  a  branch  of  the  service  that  we 
ought,  in  every  possible  mode  that  we  can,  to 
foster,  and  especially  at  this  time.  1  think  it  im- 
probable, but  it  is  by  no  means  certain,  that  we 
may  not  in  a  short  time,  and  a  comparatively 
short  time,  be  involved  in  a  war  with  some  mari- 
time nation.  Then  especially  shall  we  want  this 
arm  of  the  public  service  to  be  as  strong  as  it  can 
be  made;  and  if  it  be  probable  in  the  least  degree 
that  the  education  of  these  young  men  who  are 
being  trained  now  to  carry  our  flag  the  world  over 
as  the  fit  representatives  of  the  nation  whose  flag 
it  is,  can  be  better  prosecuted  by  their  being  sent 
to  Annapolis,  under  all  the  circumstances  that 
will  attend  them  there,  compared  with  those  which 
are  attending  them  now  in  Newport,  than  by  suf- 
fering them  lo  remain  at  Newport,  why  should 
we  not  send  them  to  Annapolis?  Because  the 
War  Department  want  one  or  two  buildings  in- 
side of  the  walls  of  the  Naval  Academy  for  hos- 
pital purposes  !  What  do  we  see  all  around  this 
city?  We  see  hospitals  spread  all  around  us, 
erected  at  a  cost  comparatively  trifling,  almost 
nothing  to  the  Government,  and  as  far  as  the  site 
is  concerned,  which  in  the  judgment  of  the  Secre- 
tary may  render  it  necessary  to  have  hospitals  at 
Annapolis  for  the  safety  of  the  troops  that  he  may 
be  obliged  to  collect  there  from  time  to  time,  there 
is  land  enough  at  Annapolis — I  was  about  to  say, 
and  my  friend  from  Rhode  Island  will  not  take  it 
amiss  if  1  shall  say,  almost  as  much  land  there 
to  build  hospitals  upon  as  there  is  in  the  whole 
State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know,  and  I 
should  very  much  regret  if  I  even  suspected  it, 
that  there  exists  in  the  mind  of  any  member  of 
ihe  Senate,  or  of  any  member  of  the  executive 
department, an  unwillingtiess  to  return  this  School 
to  Annapolis  because  of  the  su)iposed  disloyalty 
of  the  sons  of  Maryland.  The  Slate  has  already 
spoken  upon  that  question,  and  she  has  spoken 
in  a  way  which  no  one,  I  am  sure,  who  feels  any 
fraternal  affection  to  loyal  brethren,  or  those  who 
ought  to  be  loyal  brethren,  will  doubt  the  sin- 
cerity of;  and  she  has  not  only  spoken  so  as  to 
satisfy  tlie  whole  world  that  she  is  loyal  to  the 
Government  and  to  the  Union,  but  that  she  is 
loyal  to  the  cause  of  human  fieedom;  that  she  has 
made  up  her  mind  that  the  last  badge  of  servitude, 
as  far  as  her  limits  are  concerned, shall  be  term- 
inated; that  her  soil  shall  only  be  trod  by  the  , 
feet  of  freemen,  without  regard  lo  complexion  or 
to  race,  and  she  desires  and  hopes  to  see  the  time 
when  her  wish  may  be  accomplished;  she  desires 
to  be  and  to  remain  forevera  Stale  ofa  Union  in 
which  there  shall  be  no  otherservitude  than  that  j^ 
servitude  which  belongs  to  an  honest  and  patri-  m 
otic  obedience  to  the  laws.  " 

The  honorable  member  from  Rhode  Island  inti- 
mates that  it  is  ratherdisparaging  lo  the  Navy  De- 
partment, rather  a  reflection  ujion  the  Navy  De- 
partment, that  the  School  ."should  be  by  law  fixed 
anywhere.  I  suppose  that  there  is  no  difl'erence 
in  ihatopinion  between  the  Navy  Departmentand 
the  War  Department.  Was  the  War  Department 
originally  disparaged,  and  is  it  to  be  considered 
as  now  disparaged,  by  the  fact  that  the  Military 
Academy  is  hiculed  by  law  at  West  Point?  Cer- 
tainly not.  Is  there  not  precisely  the  name  neces- 
sity, looking  to  the  interest  of  the  Government, 
to  have  the  Naval  Academy  located  at  a  particular 
plftcefinally,except  subject  to  contingencies  which 
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cnnnot,at  all  times,  be  anticipated,  as  there  is.tliat 
the  Militfiry  Academy  should  be  located  perma- 
nently? The  only  question,  therefore,  upon  a 
proposition  like  that  before  the  Senate,  is  not 
whether  the  Academy  should  hot  be  located  per- 
manently, but  whether  it  should  be  located  per- 
manently in  Annapolis,  or  in  Newport,  or  any- 
where else.  If  we  are  called  upon  to  form  a  judg- 
ment founded  upon  evidence,  throwing  aside  all 
partiality,  all  local  partiality,  and  all  the  prejudices 
which  more  or  less  belong  and  grow  out  of  local 
pariiality,  is  it  not  very  obvious  that  it  is  the  in- 
teiest  of  the  service,  and  therefore  the  interest  of 
the  United  States,  that  the  Academy  should  be 
permanently  located  at  Annapolis  ?  We  may  hope 
to  have  in  the  future  what  we  have  enjoyed  in  tlie 
past  by  such  a  location ;  we  may  hope  to  have  these 
young  men  educated  under  circumstances  as  fa- 
vorable, and  educated  as  completely,  as  ever  was 
the  case  with  any  other  school  of  the  same  kind. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  as  I  understand  the 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  thinks  that 
he  cannot  do  without  theNaval  Academy  grounds 
and  its  buildings  at  this  time.  The  objection  is 
met  by  the  form  of  the  amendment  as  it  now  is 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member  from  Iowa, 
lie  postpones  the  return  of  the  School  for  a:  year, 
ajid  one  of  two  things  will  be  certain:  the  first  I 
think,  certainly  hope,  is  certain,  that  as  far  as  the 
War  Department  is  concerned  the  necessity  of 
the  groiuuls  for  the  War  Department  will  not 
exist  at  that  time,  because  the  war  will  be  at  a 
successful  termination  at  that  time;  but  secondly, 
if  it  shall  not  have  terminated,  it  gives  sin  abund- 
ant opportunity  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  pro- 
vide all  the  buildings  that  lie  may  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  provide  in  and  around  the  Academy  or  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Annapolis,  answering  the 
same  purpose  for  which  he  is  now  appropriating 
a  few  of  the  buildings  that  are  inside  of  the  walls 
of  the  Academy. 

Mr.  GRIMES  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  TIIUMBULL.  If  this  was  a  proposition 
to  locate  the  Naval  School  permanently  at  some 
place  1  shoulil  be  inclined  to  vote  for  it.  I  arn 
willing  to  vote  for  a  permanent  location  of  the 
Naval  School.  1  think  what  has  been  disclosed 
here  to-day  shows  that  the  accominodations  for 
the  Naval  Academy  where  it  now  is  are  not  what 
they  should  be;  and  the  objections  which  have 
been  made  to  its  remaining  at  Newport,  as  has 
been  very  truly  remarked, growchiefly  out  of  the 
insufficient  accommodations  there.  A  portion  of 
the  young  men  are  placed  on  shipboard,  and  an- 
other portion  in  a  hotel,  at  some  considerable  dis- 
tance from  each  other,  and  great  inconveniences 
grow  out  of  this.  It  seems  that  there  is  a  diffi- 
culty in  enforcing  the  properdisciplinethere;  that 
the  young  n'cn  are  subjcot  to  temptations  which 
makes  it  dilUcult  to  drill  them;  and  there  are  ob- 
vious reasons  why  some  better  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  Naval  Academy,  if  it  is  to  be  con- 
tinued. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  a  proposition  to  make  any 
provision  for  it,  but  to  leave  it  in  this  unsettled 
way, and  to  Icgislale  a  yearand  a  half  in  advance 
that  the  School  shall  then  be  removed  to  Annap- 
olis, and  not  to  nmke  provision  for  its  accommo- 
dation when  it  gets  to  Annapolis.  The  buildings 
and  grounds  once  appropriated  at  Annapolis  for 
the  use  of  the  Naval  Academy  have  been  taken 
po.sscssion  of  by  the  War  Department  and  con- 
verted to  other  uses;  and  if  it  is  to  go  back  there, 
improvements  must  be  made.  The  School  is  much 
larger  than  when  it  was  at  Annapolis,  and  larger 
jicc(»mmodations  will  of  course  be  necessary.' 

For  myself  I  should  greatly  prefer  some  prop- 
osition that  would  make  provision  for  the  Naval 
School  for  the  coming  year.  Vacation  is  soon  to 
occur  there— in  June,  I  believe— and  the  students 
will  reassemble  about  the  1st  of  October.  There 
is  abundant  time  to  make  some  suitable  provision 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  midshipmen  between 
thisand  October,  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be  made; 
and  instead  of  coming  forward  herewith  a  prop- 
osition to  remove  the  School  from  where  it  is  a  11 
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year  and  a  half  from  now  I  think  we  should  at 
once  proceed  to  direct  that  the  Naval  School  be 
removed  back  to  Annapolis  if  it  is  to  go  back  to 
Annapolis,  and  make  provision  for  it  there,  or 
make  provision  for  it  where  it  is,  if  it  is  to  remain 
atNewport.  I  would  not  leave itin  thecondition 
in  which  it  now  is.  There  is  no  economy  in  it. 
So  far  from.it,  it  leads  to  expense,  unnecessary 
expense,  for  the  provisions  of  a  temporary  char- 
acter to  accommodate  the  large  number  of  mid- 
shipmen no  w  in  the  Naval  Academy  must  be  very 
considerable,  whereas  if  we  make  them  perma- 
nent they  will  not  be  occurring  from  year  to  year. 

I  shall  therefore  vote  against  this  proposition, 
hoping  that  some  better  provision  may  be  made 
for  the  School  than  is  now  provided  for  the  next 
year  and  a  half. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  believe  lam  in  a  con- 
dition to  speak  upon  this  subject  without  any  very 
great  feeling,  for  I  do  not  know  that  the  Legisla- 
ture of  my  State  has  suggested  that  the  Academy 
be  removed  to  Portland  or  any  place  in  that  vicin- 
ity, and  therefore  I  do  not  feel  any  particular  per- 
sonal interest  with  regard  to  it.  It  is  perfectly 
manifest  how  this  question  arose.  The  Naval 
School  was  established  at  Annapolis;  we  spent 
nearly  a  million  dollars  there.  It  was  found  to 
be  an  admirable  place,  suitable  in  point  of  cli- 
mate, suitable  in  point  of  water,  suitable  in  point 
of  retirement,  and  in  every  way  admirably  fitted 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  selected.  No- 
body madeany  complaintaboutit.  Itwas  found, 
however,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  that 
it  was  necessary  temporarily  to  remove  it,  and  it 
was  removed  to  Newport,  in  the  Slate  of  Rhode 
Island.  Fortliwith  Newport  wants  to  hold  on  to 
it;  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  deems  it  very  im- 
portant, evidently,  that  it  should  remain  tliere, 
and  is  making  efforts  to  have  it  remain  there,  be- 
cause it  is  manifest  that  unless  it  is  to  remain  there 
permanently,  there  is  no  wish  on  the  part  of  Rhode 
Island  or  Newport  that  it  should  remain  there  for 
a  year  or  two.  That  is  of  no  advantage;  but  the 
object  is  clearly,  as  any  one  can  see,  to  keep  it 
along  until,  having  been  there  several  years,  it 
may  by  accident  finally  be  fixed  there. 

Next  comes  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  It 
has  got  a  beautiful  place  at  Perth  Amboy;  and  I 
do  not  know  how  many  other  places  may  be  sug- 
gested, for  the  reason  that  accidentally  it  is  driven 
from  the  place  of  its  location,  which  everybody 
agrees  to  be  fit.  I  do  not  think  much  of  this  kind  of 
the  game  of  grab  with  regar^  to  a  great  public  mat- 
ter. I  do  not  think  it  is  creditable  to  the  places 
that  move  it;  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  consistent 
with  correct  views  of  the  public  good  and  what  is 
for  the  public  service. 

The  only  question  then  is,  ought  not  this  mat- 
ter to  be  settled?  Is  it  well  to  leave  it  open,  and 
to  have  this  continual  debate  year  after  year 
whether  the  Academy  shall  go  back  to  its  original 
place,  or  whether  it  shall  be  afloat,  with  this  State 
and  that  State  and  another  State  seeing  if  they 
cannot  find  a  place  suitable  for  it,  and  asking  that 
it  may  be  put  there?  ,  I  deem  it  to  be  important 
to  settle  the  question,  to  have  Congress  decide 
one  way  or  the  other,  that  it  is  either  to  go  back 
to  Annapolis,  that  that  is  to  be  considered  the 
permanent,  fixed  place  for  it,  or  else  settle  it  the 
other  way.  There'has  not  been  even  an  attempt  to 
show  that  the  place  originally  fixed  is  not  a  most 
admirable  one  in  all  particulars,  and  one  which 
cannot  in  any  way  be  objected  to,  and  there  has 
been  an  attempt  to  show  that  Newport  of  itself  is 
not  just  about  one  of  the  worst  places  that  it 
could  be  fixed  al,  not  becausfc  Newport  is  not  one 
of  the  best  places  in  the  world  as  a  general  prop- 
osition, but  because  it  is  one  of  the  worst  places 
for  a  school  of  boys  situated  as  these  are,  owing 
to  the  very  nature  of  its  society  and  its  tempta- 
tions and^verything  connected  with  it. 

Then  the  question  comes  back  as  a  simple  one, 
ought  we  not  to  settle  the  question  and  put  an 
end  to  these  constant  struggles  and  these  differ- 
ences of  opinion?  The  only  objection  that  is  made 
to  that  is  that  the  War  Department  wants  at 
present  the  use  of  the  Academy  buildings  and 


grounds  at  Annapolis.  In  order  to  obviate  that, 
the  honorable  Senator  who  has  moved  the  amend- 
ment has  placed  it  far  enough  ahead  to  give  every 
opportunity  to  make  all  the  arrangements  neces- 
sary. It  is  perfectly  idle  to  tell  me  or  to  tell  any- 
body who  thinks  a  moment,  that  these  few  acres, 
forty  or  fifty  acres  at  Annapolis,  are  essential  to 
the  War  Department,  that  there  is  not  room 
enough  there  without  them.  In  the  first  place, 
the  portion  of  the  Academy  grounds  occupied  by 
the  War  Department  is  a  very  small,  almost/ in- 
finitesimal portion  of  the  land  it  occupies  there. 
If  it  is  necessary  for  the  great  purposes  of  our 
Naval  School,  important  as  they  are  for  the  edu- 
cation of  these  young  men,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
thisgreatarm  of  the  service,  that  the  School  should 
go  back  there,  it  is  certainly  not  too  much  to  say 
to  the  War  Department,  "  You  may  give  up  forty 
or  fifty  acres  to  theNaval  School,  and  move  out- 
side of  them;"  and  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  most 
unreasonable  proposition  that  the  great  interests 
of  this  very  important,  oneof  the  most  important 
arms  of  the  service,  are  to  be  sacrificed  for  any 
length  of  time  simply  for  the  greater  accommo- 
dation of  the  War  Department,  which  can  find 
accommodations  outside  of  these  grounds  with- 
out the  slightest  difficulty.  Maryland  is  large 
enough,  the  place  itself  is  large  enough  for  that 
purpose,  as  explained  by  the  honorable. Senator 
from  Maryland. 

The  grounds  on  \yhich  I  place  my  vote  for  this 
amendment  are  that  I  want  to  put  an  end  to  this 
debate  about  whether  the  Academy  is  to  be  at 
Annapolis  or  not,  and  not  have  this  continual 
quarrel,  which  Senators  I  know  would  not  engage 
in  if  they  did  not  feel  that  their  people  at  home 
had  got  up  a  little  excitement  about  the  matter, 
and  therefore  that  it  was  necessary  for  them  to 
make  a  show  on  the  subject.  I  should  like  to 
relieve  my  honorable  friend  from  Rhode  Island 
and  take  it  out  of  Rhode  Island  politics;  and  I 
want  to  relieve  my  honorable  friend  frem  New 
Jersey  and  take  it  out  of  New  Jersey  politics; 
and  if  my  friend  from  Illinois  thinks  of  Rock 
Island  or  any  place  up  there  for  it,  I  want  to  re- 
lieve the  politics  of  the  State  of  Illinois  in  the  same 
way,  though  I  know  he  does  not  intend  it,  and 
therefore  my  remark  as  to  him  is  merely  a  joke. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  shall  vote  for  the 
proposition. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  simply  want  to  state,  in  a  single 
word,  the  reason  why  1  shall  vote  for  this  re- 
moval. Being  from  New  England  I  may  be  ex- 
pected to  vote  for  retaining  the  School  at  Newport; 
but  I  believe  that  the  Academy  was  substantially 
located  at  Annapolis,  that  an  emergency  occurred 
requiring  that  it  should  be  carried  away,  and  it 
was  carried  to  Newport.  That  emergency  has 
passed 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Hasitpassed?  That  is  the 
question. 

Mr.  HALE.  If  that  is  a  question,  nothing  is 
settled.  Is  Massachusetts  a  loyal  State?  1  say 
the  emergency  has  passed,  and  1  think  good  faith 
requires  that  the  Academy  should  be  carried  back 
to  Annapolis.  There  is  another  thing.  1  think 
that  although  we  should  avoid  as  much  as  poa- 
sibl(*any  sectional  considerations  on  a  question  of 
this  kind,  justice  to  all  sections  requires  that  as 
this  institution  was  placed  in  Maryland  it  should 
now  go  back  there.     That  will  govern   my  vote. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  do  not  mean  to  prolong 
the  debate,  but  I  rather  feel  called  upon  to  notice 
a  remark  made  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  inas- 
much as  he  distinctly  referred  to  me  and  to  my 
State.  I  think  it  was  rathera  severe  criticism  on 
tke  part  of  the  Senator  (though  I  may  not  be  tiie 
proper  person  to  judge  of  that  matter)  when  he 
supposcdihat  Senators  on  thisfloor  must  necessa- 
rily be  influenced  by  the  action  of  their  States  and 
by  political  feeling  in  their  States. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  judge  other  men  by 
myself. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  may  be  more  or  less  so 
like  the  Senator  from  Maine,  who  admits  that  he 
is.  I  do  not  think,  however,  it  was  exactly  the 
thing,  iinhss  it  was  meant  by  way  of  joke,  aa  it 
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wns  in  relation  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois.  I 
understood  tiie  Senator  from  Maine  to  say  that 
because  this  Academy  hud  been  removed  it  there- 
fore became  a  matter  of  grab  game  as  to  the  place 
where  it  should  be  located,  or  that  because  the 
Legislature  of  my  Stale  adopted  resolutions  call- 
ing the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  fact  that  there 
was  an  eligible  site  for  the  Naval  Academy  within 
the  limits  of  my  State,  therefore,  of  necessity,  I 
was  to  go  for  it,  right  or  wrong.  I  do  not  see 
how  it  can  enter  into  politics  in  any  way  so  as  to 
influence  me;  and  I  ought  to  say  that  the  resolu- 
tions of  my  State  to  which  1  refer  were  passed 
two  years  ago,  and  under  somewhat  different  cir- 
cumstances from  those  which  are  now  prevalent. 
The  position  of  Maryland  was  very  different  two 
years  ago  from  what  it  is  now  on  the  question  of 
loyalty.  The  removal  of  this  Academy  had  then 
but  a  short  time  before  taken  jilace.  There  was 
some  effort,  not  a  scramble,  not  a  grab,  on  the 
part  of  the  Stales  of  the  North  on  the  seaboard 
to  procure  the  location  of  the  establishment  within 
their  borders,  because  of  a  proper  feeling  on  be- 
half of  the  Government  and  of  the  public  service 
that  if  a  new  site  were  to  be  selected  public,  at- 
tention should  be  called  to  those  sites.  In  that 
view  and  under  those  circumstances  my  State  did 
pass  a  resolution  calling  upon-Congress  to  notice 
the  fact  that  there  was  such  a  position  as  Perth 
Amboy,  eligibly  situated  and  admirably  adapted 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Naval  School;  but  that 
does  not  tie  my  hands  or  manacle  my  limbs.  1 
remember,  and  it  may  be  within  the  memory  of 
Senators  on  this  floor,  thai  on  a  question  of  far 
more  importance,  a  very  important  political  ques- 
tion, soon  after  I  took  my  seat  on  this  floor,  I 
took  the  liberty  of  votit)g  contrary  to  the  express 
declared  will  of  the  Legislature  of  iny  State;  and 
I  should  do  the  same  thing  again  to-morrow  if  the 
will  of  the  Legislature  did  not  accord  with  my 
judgment.  How  far  such  things  may  influence 
the  mind  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  1  can  assure 
him  that  I  have  endeavored  to  preserve  myself  in 
times  past  from  such  influences,  and  1  trust  1 
shall  continue  to  be  able  to  do  so. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  desire  before  the  vote  is 
taken  to  remind  the  Senate  that  this  is  a  propo- 
sition to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  do  tx 
thing  which  he  has  full  power  to  do  now.  It  is 
to  instruct  him  upon  a  question  on  which  neces- 
sarily he  must  have  much  better  means  of  in- 
formation than  we  can  liave.  It  is  to  direct  a 
tiling  to  be  done  a  year  and  a  half  hence  which 
it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  it  is  improper  to  do 
now.  A  session  of  Congress  intervenes  between 
the  present  lime  and  the  future  time  when  it  is 
proposed  to  order  this  change  to  be  made,  and  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress  we  can  pass  upon 
this  subject  with  a  great  deal  more  light  and  in- 
formation than  we  have  now. 

Further,  1  wish  to  remind  the  Senate  that  the 
only  objections  of  any  weight  whatever  brought 
against  Newport  are  the  insufllciency  of  the  tem- 
porary accommodations  in  which  the  School  is 
established,  and  thai  the  accommodations  at  An- 
napolis are  about  as  insuflicient  as  those  at  New- 
port, the  School  having  increased  since  its  re- 
moval from  one  hundred  and  eighty  pupils  to 
over  four  hundicd. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  My  honorable  friend  from 
Rhode  Lsland  seems  10  think  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  now  has  powei;^o  move  the  School  back 
to  Annapolis. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     Unquestionably. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Bui  that,  unfortunately, 
is  not  the  fad.  The  War  Department  seized  the 
School  at  Annapolis,  and  hold  it;  and  the  instruc- 
tion which  Congress  is  to  give  is  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  let  go,  and  ihat  is  just  the  point  in 
the  case;  unless  you  give  tin;  instruction  by 
Congress  in  the  law  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
shall  prepare  to  aiiandon  these  premises,  and  let 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  have  control,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  who  controls  the  forces  on  land, 
holds  it  by  the  strong  hand,  and  llie  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  cannot  help  himself.  That  is  jusl  the 
condiiion  of  affairs. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Allow  me  lo  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  if  ho  is  prepaicd,  against 
the  remonstrances  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who 
certainly  con  Imve  no  interest  in  the  matter,  and 
without  the  rcqu(!8t  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
to  order  the  removal? 

Mr.   DOOLlT'l'LE.     In  relation  lo   that,  the 


Secretary  of  War  has  nearly  a  year  and  a  half  to 
prepare  himself  to  put  his  hospitals  just  outside 
of  the  yard,  and  to  take  up  the  temporary  rail- 
ways that  he  has  laid  down  to  run  to  the  bay 
through  the  Academy  grounds,  and  lay  them 
down  at  some  other  place  in  the  city.  As  1  do 
noi  live  in  any  State  where  there  is  any  expecta- 
tion of  having  the  Naval  School,  I  can  speak,  like 
the  Senator  from  Maine,  disinterestedly  on  that 
question. 

The  Naval  School  was  established  at  Annap- 
olis, and  it  was  one  of  the  institutions  of  the 
country,  like  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  This  war  intervened,  and  the  rebels,  threat- 
ening to  break  up  this  Government  and  lo  break 
up  all  our  institutions,  temporarily  compelled  us 
in  fact  lo  take  the  Naval  Academy  away  from 
Annapolis  and  put  it  in  New  England.  While 
it  is  conceded  that  Ainiapolis  is  just  as  good  a 
placeas  can  be  found  in  the  United  States  for  the 
Naval  School,  I  have  this  sort  of  feeling  thai  I 
am  bound  lo  restore  the  institutionsof  this  coun- 
try so  fiir  as  the  good  institutions  are  concerned, 
and  I  will  put  them  back  to  the  place  where  they 
belong  in  spite  of  rebellion,  in  spite  of  this  war. 
That  is  the  feeling  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  op- 
erates on  my  mind;  and  when  it  is  conceded  that 
this  is  the  place  where  it  was  located;  when  it  is 
conceded  on  all  hands  that  it  is  just  as  good  a 
place  as  can  be  found,  how  is  it  that  gentlemen 
can  say  that  the  question  is  open  where  the 
School  belongs.'  It  belongs  in' Annapolis;  it  is 
established  there;  only  temporarily  the  War  De- 
partment has  seized  the  place,  turned  the  School 
out,  and  now  we  want  by  law  to  instruct  the 
War  Department  to  prepare  itself  by  the  end  of 
the  next  academic  year  lo  leave  these  premises 
and  let  the  School  go  into  possession. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  beg  to  correct  the  Senatrir. 
The  War  Department  did  not  turn  the  School  out. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Substantiallythalwas  the 
fact.     General  Butler  seized  the  premises. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  School  was  driven 
from  Anjiapolis  by  a  traitorous  mob. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Senator  from  Rhode  Island 
is  altogether  mistaken  about  that.  1  was  at  An- 
napolis when  the  Naval  Academy  was  taken  away 
from  there.  It  was  never  charged  that  there  was 
a  mob  there  that  drove  away  the  Academy;  but 
it  was  said  there  was  an  engineer  on  board  of  the 
Maryland,  a  steam  ferry-boat  that  ran  between 
Perryville  and  Havre-de-Giace,  and  taken  with 
troops  lo  Annapolis,  that  would  not  perform  his 
duty,  and  some  excitable  man  drew  a  pistol  and 
held  it  lo  his  head,  and  told  him  that  if  he  did  not 
woik  the  engines  properly  he  would  blow  his 
brains  out.     That  is  as  near  as  it  came  lo  a  mob. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  expect  next  lo  hear  it 
denied  here  thai  there  has  been  any  rebellion.  I 
do  not  know  of  anything  that  is  more  satisfacto- 
rily proved  than  that  the  Naval  School  was  driven 
away  from  Annapolis  by  a  traitorous  mob. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  There  never  was  a  mob 
there. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Never  a  mob  there  at  all. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  understood  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  lo  say  so  himself  when  on  the 
floor. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  said  they  were  afraid  of  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  will  state  what  was  said 
by  the  newspapers  at  the  time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  should  doubt  their  accu- 
racy unless  they  were  Rhode  Island  newspapers. 
If  they  are  Rhode  Island  newspapers  they  tell 
the  truth,  no  doubt.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  was  in  all  the  news- 
papers. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     I  was  there  myself. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  understand  the  Senator 
lo  admit  there  has  been  a  rebellion. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Yes. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  want  to  start  on  some 
common  ground. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  had  as  much  instrumentality 
ill  removing  it  as'anybocKy  else.  1  came  here  with 
one  of  the  young(!r  oflicerg  sent  up  by  Commo- 
dore Blake — an  oflicer  who  is  now  Commander 
Simpson — and  visiti'd  the  Secretary  (ff  War  and 
the  .Secretary  of  the  Navy  before  one  of  them  was 
out  of  his  bed  in  the  morning,  so  as  to  aid  in  get- 
ting permission  lo  take  the  School  to  Fort  Adams, 
thinking  that  Fort  Adams  at  that  time  would  uf- 
fmd  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  young  gen- 
tlemen and  their  professors.     There  was  no  mob 


there,  and  there  was  not  any  allegation  of  a  mob; 
but  General  Builer  had  taken  possession  of  the 
ground,  and  troops  were  concentrating  there,  and 
ihey  knew  it  was  incompatible  with  tlie  prosecu- 
tion of  slud\and  the  discipline  of  the  Academy  to 
allow  it  to  remain  there  while  military  forces  oc- 
cupied a  portion  of  the  Academy  grounds  and  the 
rooms  that  the  students  had  been  occupying  as 
barracks,  and  hence  they  proposed  to  send  it  to 
Fort  Adams.  The  students  were  put  on  board 
the  Constitution.    I  saw  them  go  on  board  myself. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  will  read  what  those  who 
were  on  the  spot  said  at  the  lime. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     I  was  there. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  This  is  by  telegraph  to 
the  associated  press,  dated  Annapolis,  April  24, 
1861  : 

"To  anticipate  die  treasonable  intentions  of  an  organiza- 
tion in  llie  vicinity,  wliicli  liad  Ibrined  a  plot  to  seize  the 
United  States  I'rlgale  Constitution,  wliirli  lay  moored  at 
the  wharfot"  the  Naval  Academy,  Captain  Devereaiix,  with 
his  company,  was  ordered  to  talte  possession  of  her,  which 
was  promptly  done,  and  she  was  lowed  out  several  miles 
from  the  town.  On  Sunday  morning,  the  21st,  the  steamer 
grounded,  and  the  troops  were  unable  to  effect  a  landing 
till  the  morning  of  Monday.  They  were  joined  during  the 
interval  by  the  seventh  regiment.  Some  evil-disposed  peo- 
ple upon  the  shore  made  preparations  at  this  time  lo  erect 
a  battery  to  command  the  ship,  but  they  were  prevented 
from  completing  their  worlc." 

Here  is  an  account  from  the  New  York  Times 
of  the  arrival  of  the  frigate  Constitution. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  What  is  the  use  ofread- 
ing  all  that.' 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  read  it  because  gentlemen 
say  there  was  no  mob  there  that  drove  away  the 
Naval  School. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  We  have  the  statements 
of  members  of  the  Senate  who  were  there  that 
there  was  no  such  mob,  and  that  ought  lo  be  suf- 
ficienteven  against  the  intimations  in  newspapers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  What  is  the  Senator  reading 
from.' 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  1  am  reading  from  the  New 
York  Times,  and  I  shall  iret  ihroush  sooner  if  I 
am  not  interrupted. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  was  told  that  there  was  a 
reporter  in  Philadelphia  who  telegiaphed  in  re- 
gard to  affairs  occurring  in  Washington,  he  all  the 
time  remaining  in  ihe  city  of  Philadelphia.  It 
is  very  possible  ihatsomeof  these  dispatches  were 
sent  by  him. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  This  is  not  a  dispatch,  but 
an  editorial  article  in  the  New  York  Times,  and 
written  from  information  obtained  from  the  ofli- 
cers  of  the  Constitution: 

"The  United  .States  frigate  Constitution,  from  Ainiapo- 
lis, arrived  last  niclit,  in  tow  of  tliescrew  steamer  Consti- 
tution, bringing  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  midshipmen 
from  the  Naval  Acadi'niy,  and  twenty-five  seamen.  Sailed 
on  Friday  a.  m.  Has  liad  strong  southerly  winds  lo  the 
bar.  Alter  the  secitssion  of  Virginia,  the  demonsiraiioiis 
of  the  secessionists  became  so  apparent  that  it  was  deemed 
olthe  greatest  importance  to  get  her  out  over  the  bar.  Her 
crew  of  twenty-five  men  and  otiicers  had  been  at  tlieirquar- 
ters  with  shotted  guns  night  and  day  for  tour  days.  Troops 
were  drilling  on  the  shore;  signals  between  Ihem  were 
constantly  made  ;  large  parlies  were  aroinid  Iheshipto  tinj 
out  her  assailable  points.  She  had  fouranchorsand  seven 
chains  out  when  tlie  order  came,  at  seven  a.  ni.,  to  get  her 
over  the  bar."  « 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Does  that  show  any  mob 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  shows  thai  the  officers  in 
charge  of  the  Academy,  who  certainly  w<;re  not 
men  to  be  unnecessarily  fiightened,  thought  there 
was  so  much  danger  from  a  mob  that  the  vessel 
should  be  taken  away. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  There  were  fears  of  a  mob. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  thai. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  That  is  a  greater  admission 
than  1  expected  to  get  from  the  Senator. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Bui  the  allegation  of  the  Sen- 
ator was  thai  there  v/as  a  mob.  There  was  iioln 
mob.  There  were  not  Iweiity-fivo  men  congre- 
gated, so  far  as  1  was  able  to  learn. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Let  me  read  a  little  more 
of  this  article: 

"The  captain,  pilot,  n:id  engineers  of  the  Maryland, 
wliicli  had  been  seized  by  Oi-neral  liiiller,  were  very  averse 
to  do  their  duly,  and  it  was  only  by  piiltiiig  them  under  a 
guard  with  revolvers  Ihat  they  would  proceed  with  the 
vessel." 

I  will  not  go  on  any  further.  I  think  that  is 
nbout  us  Well  proved  as  anything  can  be. 

Mr.  WILSON.  There  was  certainly  some- 
thing of  a  violent  character  at  Annapolis  at  that 
time.  Who  destroyed  the  railroad  from  Annap- 
olis to  the  Junction.'  Who  destroyed  the  engines 
in  that  town.'    Tiiel-c  wercdomoastrations  of  vio- 
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l<'iicfl  there,  and  I  hiive  no  doubt  the  Academy 
luid  ihe  Kliij)  CiJiistitution  would  liave  been  <',ap- 
tuied  if  GeiK.ral  Butler  had  not  arrived  there 
■with  his  troops  when  lie  did.  I  was  there  on  the 
24ih  and  25th  of  April,  1861,  and  left  Annapolis 
in  the  steanTer  that  carried  some  of  the  professors 
and  their  families  to  New  York.  I  went  on  to 
New  York,  at  the  request  of  General  Butler,  to 
cbtainsoineiieavy  guns  to  defend  the  place  against 
armed  men  in  the  neighborhood,  and  seven  huge 
guns  were  sent  to  General  Butler  to  protect  and 
defend  the  place.  To  the  eighth  Massachusetts 
regiment  was  assigned  the  duty  of  fixing  up  the 
railroad,  the  railroad  house,  and  the  engines,  and 
putting  the  railroad  to  the  Junction  in  order,  and 
when  that  work  was  done,  the  seventh  regimet)t 
of  New  York  and  the  eighth  Massachusetts  passed 
over  the  road  to  Washington. 

But,  sir,  all  that  is  now  [lassed  away  and  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  before  the  Senate. 
Maryland  is  now  a  loyal  State,  and  will  soon  be 
a  free  State.  1  have  no  doubt  that  this  Academy 
will  ultimately  be  taken  back  to  Annapolis,  and 
if  the  war  was  over  I  should  very  cheerfully  vote 
to  put  it  there  now.  The  only  objection  I  have  to 
fixing  the  time  now  is,  that  we  may  possibly  need 
that  place  as  an  important  military  post,  though 
I  apprehend  that  if  we  pass  this  amendtnentas  pio- 
posed  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  putting  off  the 
return  of  the  School  for  a  year,  and  the  Govern- 
ment needs  the  place  then  as  they  need  it  now, 
the  enforcement  of  the  act  will  be  arrested  in  some 
form. 

Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  this  subject,  and  I  think  it 
was  suggested  that  his  opposition  to  it  was  un- 
reasonable. The  Secretary  of  War  certainly  has 
taken  but  little  part  in  the  matter.  He  has  ex- 
pressed quietly,  but  firmly,  the  opinion  that  An- 
napolis is  a  most  important  position  for  certain 
purposes.  I  will  read  the  facts  in  connection  with 
It,  as  they  are  stated  in  the  letter  to  me  from  an 
officer  of  the  Government.     The  writer  says: 

"  This  is  the  great  depot  for  the  location  of  the  paroled 
prisoners  arriving  frpm  the  South,  and  about  one  tliird  of 
the  uunihor  are  either  sick  or  wounded  and  require  hospi- 
tal accommodations  the  moiiient  they  arrive.  On  the  ar- 
rival of  the  last  boat  froui  City  Point  nearly  five  hundred 
had  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital  buildings  of  the  Academy. 
The  War  Department  has,  at  the  cost  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  filty  thousand  dollars,  had  built  up  an  extensive 
establishment  for  paroled  men,  and  to  take  away  the  build- 
ings of  the  Academy  now  used  as  hospitals  would  necessa- 
rily incur  a  heavy  outlay  to  either  reinove  the  parole  camp 
elsewhere  or  build  hospitals.  Tiiis  department  has  also 
erected  large  and  extensive  buildings  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Academy  lor  the  storage  of  quartermasters'  and  comaiis- 
sary  stores  for  the  use  of  the  paroled  men.  'J'hcse  would 
all  have  to  be  reirioved.  And  they  have  also,  at  a  heavy 
expense,  carried  out  into  the  harbor  from  the  Academy 
grounds  large  wharf  accommodations  for  the  landing  of 
these  stores,  with  railroad  tracks  leading  directly  to  Camp 
Parole'for  the  transportation  of  these  stores.  All  these  im- 
portant works  will  have  to  be  abandoned  if  the  operations 
of  the  Naval  Academy  are  returned  now, 

"In  view  of  these  important  facts,  I  think,  as  a  great 
military  necessity  and  safety,  to  say  nothing  of  the  immense 
outlay  it  would  cost  the  Government  at  this  time  to  make 
this  change,  that  if  the  operations  of  the  Academy  could  be 
carried  on  vvliere  it  is  now  located  until  things  are  more 
quiet  and  the  rebellion  crushed,  it  would  be  good  policy  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  dSlay  this  change.  A  large 
expedition  is  now  fitting  out  from  here,  which  requires  tlie 
use  of  these  wharves  built  by  the  War  Department." 

Mr.  GRIMES.     That  is  all  satisfactory. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  it  seems 
to  mc  that  one  of  two  courses  ought  to  be  fol- 
lowed here.  We  should  either  vote  against  this 
proposition  in  its  present  form,  or  we  should 
amend  it  so  as  to  remove  the  Academy  back  to 
Annapolis  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  aca- 
demic year.  1  understand  that  the  academic  year 
commences  about  the  1st  of  October. 

An  objection  is  made  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee  to  the  removal  of  the  Acad- 
emy for  the  next  few  months.  Nobody  would 
desire  that.  The  time  to  remove  the  Academy 
would  be  during  the  vacation. 

It  is  said  that  General  Burnside  is  gathering  a 
large  force  at  Annapolis.  Does  anybody  sup- 
pose that  the  force  now  gathered  by  General 
Burnside  is  gathered  there  to  remain  there  perma- 
nently.' Will  it  not  have  left  there  before  Oc- 
tober.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  Suppose  they  want  another 
force  then .' 

Mr.TRUlMBULL.  If  they  wantanotlierforce 
there  why  legislate  at  this  time.'  What  ia  the 
necessity  of  legislating  now  in  jegard  to  a  matter 
that  is  to  transpire  six  months  after  the  nextses- 


sion  of  Congress.'  We  meet  here  next  December 
and  will  remain  in  session  unti^March.  If  no 
step  is  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  the 
Academy  until  a  year  and  a  half  from  this  time, 
or  nearly  so,  why  legislate  about  it  now.'  The 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  says  the  Army  may 
want  it  hereafter.  It  seems  to  be  conceded  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa,  who  has  offered 
this  amendment,  that  the  military  necessities  of 
the  country  are  such  at  this  tinne  that  the  Acad- 
emy cannot  go  back  to  Annapolis. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  No,  sir.  I  said  I  would  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  Military  Department.  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  it  myself;  but  after 
the  representations  made  to  me  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  I  would  not  put  myself  in  an- 
tagonism to  the  express  -Cvishes  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Military  Committee  and  of  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  amendment  itself  con- 
cedes it.  It  does  not  propose  to  remove  the  Acad- 
emy back  to  Annapolis  until  a  year  from  next 
Septe^mber  or  October.  It  is  placed  in  that  form. 
Now,  so  far  as  there  are  any  military  expeditions 
collecting  at  Annapolis  at  this  time,  they  will  all 
be  out  of  the  way  before  the  close  ^f  the  present 
academic  year  in  all  human  probability.  If  othe^ 
expeditions  are  to  be  organized  there,  they  will 
be  in  the  way  next  year,  and  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  legislate  about  tfiat  next  year. 

It  seems  to  me  tliat  we  should  provide  now,  so 
far  as  we  can,  for  the  permanent  location  of  the 
Naval  Academy,  and  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  it 
to  go  back  to  Annapolis  next  October.  There  is 
not  anything  which  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  has  disclosed  to  militate 
against  that  any  more  than  against  the  removal 
a  year  from  next  October.  He  is  informed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  that  for  a  few  months  they  need 
possession  of  the  buildings  which  were  occupied 
by  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis.  Is  thatany 
evidence  tliat  they  will  need  them  next  October; 
or  if  it  is,  is  that  any  evidence  that  they  will  not 
need  them  a  year  from  next  October  just  as  much 
as  next  October.'  It  does  seem  to  me  that  we 
ought  to  locate  this  School  somewhere,  in  view 
of  what  has  been  disclosed  here  to-day  in  regard 
to  the  insufficient  accommodations  for  it  at  New- 
port; but  I  cannot  see  that  we  gain  anything  by 
this  amendment  at  all.  It  is  legislating  in  regard 
to  a  matter  that  we  can  legislate  upon  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress  much  more  advisedly  than 
we  can  now. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Offer  your  amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  will  offer  an  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  words  "  academic  year  18G5," 
and  insert,  "  next  academic  year  of  said  Acad- 
emy;" so  that  the  amendment  will  read: 

That  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  shall  be  re- 
turned to  and  established  at  the  Naval  Academy  grounds  in 
Annapolis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  academic  year  of  said  Academy. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  PRESIDENT  p?-o  iemyjore.  Thequestion 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Iowa,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  boen  or- 
dered. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  20,  nays  17;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Collamer,  Connoss,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Doolittle,  Fesscnden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Nesmith,  Powell, 
Riddle,  Sherman,  and  Willey— 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Chandler,  Dixon, 
Howard,  Lane  of  Lansas,  Morgan,  Pomeroy,  Itamsey, 
Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wado,  Wilkin- 
son, Wilson,  and  Wright — 17. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  * 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  have  an  amendment  to  offer 
as  an  independent  section: 

^nd  be  itfurlhcr  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  1st  day 
of  July,  1864,  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  granting  allowances 
or  bounties  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  Bank 
or  other  cod  fisheries  bo,  and  the  same  arc  liereby,  re- 
pealed. 

I  desire  this  amendment  to  be  adopted  in  this 
bill,  and  I  have  no  question  but  that  a  tnajority 
of  the  Senate  are  in  favor  of  it.  I  have  many 
times  attempted  to  get  a  direct  vole  on  this  prop- 
o.sition  in  the  Senate.  I  have  during  the  last  two 
years  introduced  bills  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
this  obj(!Ct.  During  an  entire  session  of  the  last 
Congiess  I  had  a  bill  of  that  kind  before  a  cotn- 
mittee  of  thi-s  body.  They  kept  it  snugly  away 
and  never  would  report  it  back.  1  offered  it  dur- 
ing the  last  session  as  an  amendment  to  a  revenue 


bill,  and  some  Senators  who  declared  that  they 
were  in  favor  of  it  declined  to  vote  for  it  as  an 
amcndtnent  to  a  revenue  bill,  but  indicated  that 
they  would  vote  for  it  as  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent proposition  before  the  Senate.  ' 

Some  lime  back  I  introduced  it  as  a  separate 
and  independent  proposition  again,  and  I  had  it 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  By  some 
hocus  pocus  it  got  out  of  the  possession  of  that 
committee,  as  I  found  when  I  inquired  about  it, 
and  got  again  into  the  possession  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  where  it  was  kept  during  tl»e 
whole  of  the  last  session.  I  expressly  withheld 
it  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce  at  this  ses- 
sion and  sent  it  toanother  committee,  because  the  , 
Committee  on  Corameixe  kept  it  all  the  last  se.s- 
sion. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  explain  to  the  Sen- 
ator the  "  hocus  pocus."  I  do  not  know  what 
he  means  by  that  expression. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  do  not  mean  any  reflection 
on  the  Committee  on  Finance.  I  only  mean  that 
1  do  not  know  how  it  got  away  from  that  com- 
mittee to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance reported  the  bill  back  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. The  honorable  Senator  was  sitting  in  his 
seat  when  I  made  that  report,  and  made  no  ob- 
jection and  no  comment. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Really  I  did  not  know  that 
the  motion  was  made  or  I  should  have  made  ob- 
jection. I  am  not,  however,  censuring  the  Coin- 
mittee  on  Finance  for  what  they  did.  But,  sir,  I 
think  that  this  isaproper  bill  upon  which  to  place 
this  amendment.  1  called  upon  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  as  the  chairman  will  bear  me  witness, 
some  dozen  times  to  send  us  the  bill  back  at  the  last 
session.  1  told  him,  "  If  you  are  against  it,  report 
it  back  adversely;"  but  I  could  notgetil  reported 
back,  and  I  believe  it  has  novi^  gone  to  that  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  being  Held  there  until 
the  session  is  closed.  The  connmittees  are  notso 
organized  in  this  Chamber  as  to  allow  favorable 
action  to  the  measures  of  other  sections  of  the 
country  oftside  of  New  England. 

This  is  a  small  inatter,  Senators  say.  It  has 
heretofore  taken  some  half  a  million  dollars  an- 
nually out  of  the  public  Treasury  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  these  bounties  to  the  vessels  in  the  Bank 
and  other  cod  fisheries,  and,  in  my  judgment, 
withoutany  benefit  whatever  to  the  country.  'I'he 
people  of  the  great  West  and  the  other  parts  of  the 
country  are  taxed  to  pay  this  amount  pf  money.- 

Mr.  President,  I  have  looked  into  this  suliject 
of  the  organization  of  the  committees  a  little. 
We  have  in  the  Senate  representiid  now  twenty- 
five  States.  There  are  twenty-two  standing  com- 
mittees; there  are  three  joint  committees;  there 
are  two  select  committees;  and  one  joint  commit- 
tee on  the  conduct  tind  expenditures  of  the  war. 
They  are  all  virtually  standing  cotnmittees.  New 
England  is  here  with  twelve  Senators;  twenty- 
five  States  are  represented  in  the  Senate;  and  New 
England  has  fourteen  chairmen  of  those  twenty- 
eight  committees. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  You  say  there  are  only 
twelve  Senators  from  New  England.' 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  know  there  are  only  twelve 
Senators  from  New  England;  but  every  Senator 
from  New  England,  save  and  except  theSenat(;r 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  is  chairman  of  r 
committee;  and  there  are  three  S(!nators  from 
New  England  who  are  chairmen  of  two  commit- 
tees. Kansas  has  no  chairman  of  a  committee. 
Sir,  is  thataproperdistribution  of  the  committees 
of  this  body?  New  England,  with  a  population 
about  equal  to  that  of  Pennsylvania,  and  less  than 
that  of  New  York,  I  believe,  has  half  the  chair- 
men of  committees  in  the  Senate  Chamber.  What 
do  yougive  lo  the  gieat  State  of  New  York.'  My 
friend,  the  worthy  Senator  from  that  State,  [Mr. 
Harris,]  is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims — a  committee  from  whom  I 
never  heard  a  rejiort  but  once  since  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Senate,  now  about  five 
years,  and  I  doubt  very  much  wlietherthat  hon- 
orable Senator's  committee  has  ever  met.  The 
great  State  of  Pennsylvania,  so  ably  represented 
in  this  Chamber — a  Slate  that  has  nearly  as  much 
])opulation  as  all  the  States  of  New  England  to- 
gcilicr — has  but  one  chairman  of  a  committee, 
and  that  is  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office,  while  New  England  luis  the  chair- 
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mnn-sliips  of  the  Committees  on  the  War,  the 
Niivy,  Finance,  and  Foreign  [lelutions.  These 
are  tlie  committees  in  tliese  times  of  thc«groat(;st 
importance.  Ail  tlieoiiiers  iire  insignificant  com- 
jrareil  wiih   the  four  ihiU  I  have  named. 

How  is  it  with  tiie  Pacific  coast?  There  is  an 
empire  on  tlie  Pacific  represented  ijy  four  iionor- 
able  Senators  in  this  Ciuimber.  Tiiere  is  no 
ciiairman  of  a  committee  from  the  whole  Pacific 
coast.  Plow  i.<  it  witii  the  great  West  that  fur- 
nishes the  men  in  tiiis  war,  and  from  whom  the 
wxes  will  l)c  wrung  to  pay  tiie  vast  debt  incurred 
by  it?  Are  any  of  the  Senators  from  the  West 
chairmen  of  iheSe  important  committees?  No, 
sir.  How  is  it  wilh  the  adlierini;;  shive  States, 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  West  Virginia? 
Not  one  of  ihem  has  the  chairmansliip  of  a  com- 
mittee. I  b;:lieve  there  never  was  a  body  that 
iiad  committees  so  organized  from  one  small  sec-' 
lion  of  tlie  country  before  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
It  is  no  wonder,  witli  committees  thus  organized, 
that  we  have  matters  of  great  moment  to  other 
people,  ill  wiiich  that  section  of  the  country  is  in- 
terested, that  we  cannot  get  bei"ore  the  Seriate  in 
proper  form.  Sir,  1  am  side  and  tired  of  it.  ]f 
they  will  report  my  bills  bade,  even  adversely,  I 
slkill  have  a  chance  of  testing  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  upon  them;  but  that  they  do  not  do.  This 
measure  in  particular  has  been  strangled  there 
long  enough.  1  think  it  is  time  for  them  to  learn 
thai  there  are  men  outside  of  New  England. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  the  distribution  of  these 
cominiiices  is  made  because  of  the  party  politics 
of  Senators  here.  It  lias  not.  been  the  usage  of 
the  Senate  to  give  the  minority  the  cluurnuuiship 
of  commilte(!s.  1  do  not  expect  it;  I  do  not  ask 
it.  I  know  it  was  not  the  custom  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  when  they  held  a  majority  here;  and 
I  do  not  expect  any  Democrat  to  be  made  the 
chairman  of  any  one  of  these  committees.  No- 
body has  a  right  to  complain  of  the  Republican 
majority  on  tltat  account,  and  t  make  no  com- 
plaint of  that,  because  the  precedent  has  been  set 
them  by  the  Democratic  party  to  appoint  none  but 
members  of  the  majority  chairmen  of  the  commit- 
tees. But,  sir,  there  are  Senators  heie  from  the 
Pacific  coast  who  hold  the  same  political  views 
with  the  majority;  there  are  Senators  here  from 
theadheringslave  States  who  hold  the  same  polit- 
ical sentiments  with  them;  there  are  Senators  here 
from  the  great  West  who  hold  political  sentiments 
in  common  with  them;  there  are  Senators  from 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  also  agreeing  with 
them  politically.  In  my  judgment  there  never 
was  such  an  organization  of  committees  on  the 
face  of  the. earth. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  chairman  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  that  holds  my  bill  is  a  west- 
ern man.  He  is,  but  when  I  speak  to  him  about 
it  he  tells  me,  "  See  Mr.  Morrill,"  who  is  on  that 
committee. 

They  cannot  escape  from  the  charge  of  absorb- 
ing the  chairmanship  of  all  the  committees  in  that 
section  of  tho  country  on  the  ground  that  they 
are  given  to  them  by  seniority.  1  know  it  has 
been  sometimes  the  custom  in  the  Senate  not  to 
give  new  Senators  the  chairmanshipofcommittees; 
but  I  observe  here  that  a  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures was  organized  at  this  session,  and  a  new 
Senator  occupying  a  seat  in  this  Chamber  for  the 
fiist  timi!  made  its  chainnan,  although  there  were 
eminent  Senators  here  who  had  served  in  this  body 
for  years  and  years,  Senators  of  their  own  party, 
who  were  not  the  chairmen  of  any  committees. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  If  the  Senator  will  permit  mo, 
tis  1  liave  not  been  in  the  Senate  before  this  ses- 
sion 1  will  ask  him,  for  information,  if  he  will 
yield  it,  whether  it  was  his  habit  to  make  this 
complaint  a  little  while  ago  when  the  chairmen 
of  the  committees  of  this  body  were  almost  ex- 
clusively made  up  from  the  South? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     All  but  one. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  desire  to  inquire  whether 
the  Senator  was  in  the  habit  of  making  this  com- 
plaint then,  and  if  so,  liow  did  the  lords  of  those 
iim<*8  lake  it? 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  never  lia'd  any  occasion  to 
make  it.  When  the  Democratic  party  was  in  the 
majority  here  I  was  not  the  chairman  of  any 
committee  nnd  do  not  expect  to  be  now.  I  thought 
the  Senator  rose  to  make  nil  inquiry  in  regard  to 
the  bill  ihiit  i  introduced. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Although  the  Senator  did 
not  understand  my  inquiry,  I  did  not  understand 


the  Senatoras  complaining  that  he  was  not  made 
the  head  of  a  committee.  1  asked  him  tliis  ques- 
tion, as  to  whetlier  it  was  his  habit  when  the  com- 
mittees of  this  body  had  their  chairmen  made  up 
almost  exclusively  from  the  South  to  make  equal 
complaint. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  mak- 
ingcomplaints;  and  while  1  have  noticed  this  thing 
from  the  beginning,  I  liave  never  said  anything 
about  it,  and  would  not  now  but  for  the  fact  that 
bills  that  interest  all  the  other  people  in  the  coun- 
try, but  strike  down  a  small  interest  of  a  portion 
of  New  England,  cannot  get  reported  in  this  Sen- 
ate. That  is  the  reason  why  (  make  this  com- 
plaint, and  why  I  have  taken  this  occasion  to  ex- 
pose the  formation  of  these  committees. 

Mr.  WILSON.     Wiiat  committee  has  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  POWELL.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, the  chairman  of  which 'is  a  western  man 
but  of  New  England  birth,  and  when  1  interro- 
gate him  about  it  he  sends  me  to  Governor  Mor- 
rill— I  beg  pardon;  1  should  say  the  Senator  from* 
Maine — who  is  deeply  interested  in  this  matter. 
I  am  glad  to  see  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Chandler]  in  his  seat.  He 
knows  how  persistently  1  asked  him  to  report  this 
bill  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  President,  the  amendment  that  I  propose 
is  eminently  proper.  Some  thirteen  million  dol- 
lars have  been  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  for 
these  bounties.  I  have  heretofore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury showing  that  about  one  half  of  it  was  ob- 
tained by  fraud.  Until  the  last  year  or  two — I 
have  not  looked  at  it  since  this  war  cotnmenced, 
and  I  do  not  know  how  it  may  be  now — the  an- 
nual amouiit  of  these  bounties  was  between  five 
and  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  thereabouts; 
sometimes  greater  and  sometimes  less  perhaps. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  earnings  of  a  great 
laboring  class  of  this  country  should  be  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  these  bounties.' 

They  say  these  bounties  are  necessary  to  en- 
courage a  nursery  for  seamen.  I  know  tho  argu- 
ment that  has  been  employed  heretofore  and  will 
be  employed  to-day,  if  there  is  any  argument  on 
the  subject;  but,  sir,  with  our  immense  mercantile 
marine  we  want  no  such  nurseries  for  seamen. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  time  of  Mr. 
Pierce  said  it  w'as  rather  a  nursery  for  fraud  and 
falsehood  and  false  swearing  than  for  seamen. 
Our  people  are  now  being  taxed  heavily  to  pay 
the  enormous  expenses  accruing  from  tliis  war, 
and  we  should  retrench  at  every  point.  I  ktiow 
very  well  tlial'the  hard  earnings  of  the  great  la- 
boring interest  of  this  country  will  have  to  pay 
the  amount  of  money  paid  for  these  bounties,  and 
it  nearly  all  goes  to  Maine  and  Massachusetts. 
Is  it  right,  is  it  equitable,  is  it  just?  It  certainly 
is  not. 

I  hope  my  friends  from  the  West,  who  really 
are  in  favor  of  this  proposition,  will  not  cast  a  vote 
against  it  because  I  propose  it  as  an  amendment 
to  this  bill.  It  is  eminently  proper,  in  my  judg- 
ment, that  it  should  be  placed  here.  They  know 
how  faithfully  I  have  tried  to  get  a  separate  vote 
upon  it. 

Our  people  now  are  taxed  as  much  as  they  can 
bear,  and  do  not  let  us  increase  it  by  throwing 
away  the  public  money  in  these  bounties  to  en- 
rich a  few  people  in  New  England.  It  is  not  right; 
it  is  not  creditable;  it  is  not  ju.sl.  We  might  just 
as  well  give  the  farmer.s  of  Kansas  or  Illinois  a 
bounty  for  raising  pigs  or  for  plowing  potato 
patches,  as  to  give  these  men  these  bounties  on 
the  tonnage  of  their  vessels  engaged  in  this  cod- 
fishilig  business,  or  in  any  of  these  Bank  fisheries. 
You  may  as  well  give  a  miller  in  the  West  or  in 
any  other  portion  of  tho  country  a  bounty  for  the 
power  he  emfiloys  in  his  mill  to  grind  the  grain 
of  the  people.  ■  ■ 

I  am  not  goinjj  to  fake  up  the  time  of  the  Senatfe 
in  discussing  this  projiosition.  1  have  made  this 
explanation  of  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to 
offer  it  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill,  and  I  hope 
the  Senate  will  ado]it  it.  My  friend  from  Iowa 
[Mr.  Grimes]  has  verypropeily  placed  upon  this 
bill  an  amendment  to  locate  the  Naval  A('adeniy. 
1  hope  that  every  Senator  in  this  Chamber  who 
is  ri'cilly  friendly  to  this  measure  will  vote  to  ]ilace 
it  here,  It  will  lie  the  surest  and  best  imuuis  ol' 
getting  clenrof  tin'  unjiiHt  and  obnoxious  law  au- 
thorizing these  bounties.  If  thelawcver  had  any 
virtue  in  it,  that  time  has  Jong  .since  pa.sseii.   We 


certainly  have  plenty  of  nurseries  for  seamen  now 
without  hiring  such  kind  of  training  as  they  liave 
ill  these  Bank  fisheries. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  am  very  anxious  to 
finish  this  bill  to-night,  and  on  those  appropria- 
tion bills  generally  I  do  not  allow  m*yself  ever  to 
be  drawn  into  a  debate;  but  really,  the  trtiin  of 
remark  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  is  so  very  singular  that  I  feel  it 
a  sort  of  duty  to  say  a  word  upon   the  subject. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  he  has  taken  occasion 
to  attack  New  England.  He  did  it  the  other  day 
in  his  speech,  i  believe  he  did  not  exactly  say 
that  New  England  soldiers  and  officers  were  all 
cowards,  but  he  seemed  to  intimate  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  POWELL.  The  Senator  from  Maine 
will  allow  me  to  say  that  I  never  said  the  New 
England  people  were  cowards. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  say 
that;  but  he  seemed  to  intimate  that  they  did  not 
amount  to  much  any  way. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  do  not  think  so.  If  the 
Senator  will  allow  me,  I  think  the  men  of  New 
England  are  as  brave  as  any  other  men. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  that  1  happened  to  be  in  the. 
chair  temporarily  or  I  would  have  noticed  it  at 
the  time,  and  the  Senator,  from  Kentucky  took 
occasion  to  say  distinctly  that  he  would  not  dis- 
grace Kentucky  by  comparing  her  soldiers  with 
those  of  any  State  in  New  England. 

Mr.  POWELL.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
he  is  mistaken  even  in  that. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  think  I  have  got  the  exact 
words. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  said  this:  that  I  would  not 
degrade  Kentucky  so  far  as  to  contrast  her  mili- 
tary achievements  in  the  wars  we  have  had  with 
any  Stale  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  FOSTER.     Her  soldiers. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  used  very 
olTensive  language  in  regard  to  it.  1  did  not 
Jisten  to  his  speech,  and  therefore  I  did  not  at 
the  time  hear  it.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  I  am 
not  in  the  habit  of  listening  to, his  speeclies,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  1  think  they  fire  made,  not 
withreference  to  any  questions  before  the  Senate 
or  any  rights  or  interests  of  the  people,  but  sim-  ' 
ply  with  an  intention  to  make  some  political  cap- 
ital and  to  produce  political  eftect;  and  to  such 
speeches  1  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  attend. 

Whatever  the  honorable  Senator  may  have  said 
about  New  England  then,  or  whatever  imputa-     • 
tions  he  may  east  upon  her  now,  I  shall  not  un- 
dertake  to    defend   her.      I  cannot  help   saying 
that  I  will  not  degrade  myself  by  attempting  to 
defend  New  England  against  anything  that  the 
Senalor  from  Kentucky  chooses  to  say.     She  is 
as  far  above  the  reach  of  any  words  he  miry  use 
as  heaven  is  above  the  earth.     He  cannot  touch 
her  proud  record  either  in  the  days  of  the  Revo- 
lution or  in  any  days  subsequent;  and,  to  use  a 
quotation  which  I  believe  he  recited  the  other  day, 
his  words  on  that  subject  are  sinqily 
"  Full  of  sound  niui  fury, 
Signifying  notliiiig."  J 

With  regard  to  this  question  of  the  fishing  boun-  w. 
ties,  if  the  Senator  in  his  remarks  had  confined 
himself  simply  to  that,  and  not  made  the  whole 
subject  a  matter  of  imputation  upon  the  majority 
here,  and  especially  upon  the  section  of  country 
that  I  represent,  I  would  not  have  said  a  word;  I 
would  have  left  the  Senate,  i  would  have  left  my 
friends  from  the  West,  or  any  gentlemen  here,  to 
decide  for  themselves  upon  the  propriety  of  put- 
ting a  measure  of  that  kind  upon  the  tail  of  a  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  [iroviding  for  the  Navy. 
If  there  is  any  Senator  on  this  floor  iVoni  any  sec- 
tion of  the  country  who  thinks  it  a  matter  of  sucii 
pressing  importance  that  ho  would  place  it  upon 
a  bill  of  this  description,  standing  as  it  does  be- 
fore the  Senate,  he  would  vote  so;  and  no  words 
of  mine  would  convince  him  of  the  propriety  or 
impropriety  of  it.  I  ttike  it,  there  is  no  Senator 
from  any  section  of  the  country  who,  if  he  chose 
to  vote  NO,  would  have  any  apprehensions  that 
he  could  not  defend  his  vote  in  relation  to  the 
matter. 

Sir,  I  never  have  made  in  this  Senate  or  out  of 
it  a  sectional  appeal  or  a  sectional  remark.  By 
"  scctimial"  I  mean  as  bet.wcen  ourselves  and  the 
Wcsl.  ill  old  times  I  used  to  have  some  hot  con- 
tests with  gentlemen  iVom  the  South  upon  the  sla- 
very  question;  but,  as  I  said,  I  have  not  made  u 
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soctional  appeal  c^r  a  snctional  remark  cprtaiiily 
willi  regard  to  the  representalives  of  the  gieat 
■Weston  this  floor;  and  wliy?  For  the  simple 
reason  that  I  have  fumid  them  always  liberal  aud 
nianlyia  their  actior)  and  disposed  to  be  magnan- 
imous and  to  do  justice,  and  perhaps  to  do  even 
more  than  justice  in  their  magnanimity.  Though 
on  some  occasions  they  would  make  side-way  re- 
marks in  the  heat  of  the  moment,  yet  I  have 
found  when  they  came  to  voting  and  to  action 
that  they  were  mere  words  of  heat  and  signified 
nothing,  and  consequently  I  had  nothing  to  lay 
up  against  anybody. 

The  Senator  thinks  unquestionably  theit  he  may 
make  someitiing  out  of  this.  I  do  not  know  but 
he  may  in  Kentucky.  I  never  have  been  the  man 
to  say  a  word  yet  against  Kentucky  or  her  action 
even  at  the  present  day.  I  know  the  position  in 
which  her  [leople  have  been  placed,  and  I  know 
the  very  different  circumsitances  underwhich  she 
stands  at  the  present  moment  from  those  under 
which  New  England  stands,  and  1  make  all  due 
and  proper  allowance  for  her  condition  and  situ- 
ation, and  consequently  for  those  whorepresent 
her.  There  never  has  been  a  day  when  1  have 
not  honored  the  State  of  Kentucky  in  view  of 
whatshe  has  been.  I  lament  her  fatal  attachment 
to  a  deadly  institution.  I  think  that  attachment 
lias  led,  and  is  leading,  si  great  portion  of  her  peo- 
ple into  error;  but,  as  I  said  before,  I  make  all 
due  allowance  for  them.  I  have  not  gone  so  far 
in  any  case  as  to  make  an  appeal  to  create  an  ex- 
citen'ient  especially  among  those  who  are  laboring 
for  a  common  cause. 

Sir,  I  cannot  give  that  credit  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky.  He  claims  to  be  labor- 
ing for  the  same  cause  that  we  are,  and  it  is  not 
for  me  to  dispute  that  it  is  so;  but  his  whole  lan- 
guage^and  demeanor  and  argument  here  are  cal- 
culated to  effect  anything  but  union  and  to  accom- 
plish anything  but  the  common  object  which  we 
all  have  at  heart.     Everybody  knows  that. 

What  is  the  object  of  this  speech  ?  If  he  sim- 
ply wants  to  repeal  this  law,  why  not  confine 
liimself  to  that.'  Why  make  an  attack  upon  the 
section  of  country  where  the  lawoperates  .'  Why 
appeal  to  Senators  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber 
who  act  with  us  atra  endeavor  to  inflame  them, 
and  even  the  Senators  from  the  Pacific  coast,  on 
a  political  matter?  If  the  subject  of  the  repeal 
of  the  fishing  bounties  is  to  be  presented,  argue 
if,  vote  upon  it,  but  do  not  endeavor  to  inflame 
the  prejudices  and  passions  of  Senators,  and  see 
if  they  cannot  be  excited  one  against  the  other, 
and  to  see  if  one  section  cannot  be  excited  against 
the  other. 

Sir,  so  far  as  those  fishing  bounties  are  con- 
cerned, although  they  affect  my  State  in  A  very 
considerable  degree,  rather  than  create  even  the 
slightest  feeling  between  thatsection  and  the  West 
or  any  other  considerable  section  of  the  country, 
I  would  say  sweep  them  out  of  existence;  let  them 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  perfect  unanimity  of  feel- 
ing. I  have  no  question  that  when  Senators  from 
other  sections  have  voted  to  retain  them,  it  has 
been  not  so  much  for  other  reasons  as  for  that 
siniple  thing;  and  that  is,  that  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  things  in  thiscounti^  we  will  do  nothing 
that  has  an  angry  or  illiberal  or  unkind  look.  1 
give  them  credit  for  entertaining  precisely  the 
same  sentiments  in  relation  to  the  matter  that  1 
entertain  myself.  The  whole  subject  is  too  trivial, 
the  merest  trifle,  the  shadow  of  a  shade,  in  con- 
nection with  the  questions  with  which  we  are 
engaged.  Wjiy,  then,  should  these  appeals  be 
made? 

With  regard  to  this  Committee  on  Commerce 
it  is  made  up  of  seven  gentlemen.  There  arc  two 
from  New  England,  1  think,  op  the  committee, 
two  from  the  Democracy,  and  three  from  other 
sections  of  the  country.  New  England  does  not 
control  that  committee.  Those  in  favor  of  the 
fishing  bounties  proper,  or  those  who  represent 
the  people  wlio  derive  benefit  from  them,  do  not 
control  that  committee.  Numerically,  they  are 
an  insignificant  portion  of  the  committee.  They 
are  but  two  outof  seven.  Why,  then,  should  that 
be  imputed  as  a  fault.'  Why  did  the  Senator 
make  the  remark  tie  did  with  reference  to  the 
"hocus  pocus"  with  which  the  thing  was  shuf- 
fled from  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce.  To  be  sure,  he  disclaimed 
anything  offensive  to  the  Committee  on  Finance; 
but  it  ail  has  the  same  tendency.     I  can  tell  him 


the  reasoci  why  it  was  done.  It  was  simply  be- 
cause the  bill  related  to  commerce  more  particu- 
larly; it  is  a  question  that  has  always  been  con- 
sidered as  relating  to  commerce,  and  we  therefore 
chose  to  disburden  ourselves  of  it  and  send  it  to 
the  committee  that  has  had  the  consideration  of 
such  subjects  in  charge.  The  Senator  was  in  his 
seat  as  well  as  othergentlemen  when  that  motion 
was  made,  and  if  there  was  any  objection  to  be 
made  to  that  reference,  and  it  was  desired  to  send 
it  anywhere  else,  the  objection  could  have  been 
stated  at  that  time. 

Then  the  Senator  says  New  England  has  as- 
sumed too  much  here,  and  he  inquires  how  are 
the  committees  made  up?  The  query  that  was 
put  by  the  Senator  from  California  was  a  very 
pregnant  one.  Let  us  look  at  the  committees  of 
theThirty-Sixth  Congressand  see  how  they  were 
composed.  Of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions Mr.  Mason  was  chairman;  on  Finance,  Mr. 
Pearce  was.chairman. 

Mr.  C0NNE3S.  If  the  Senator  will  permit 
me,  I  have  that  list  before  me,  and  I  desire  him 
while  he  calls  them  off  to.  accompany  the  name  of 
each  with  the  pertinent  hiquiry  as  to  where  they 
are  now.  He  will  find  that  a  great  majority  of 
them  are  with  the  rebels. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  very  well  under- 
stood. Of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Mr.  Pearce 
was  chairman;  on  Commerce,  Mr.  Clay  chair- 
man; on  Military  Affairs,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Ar- 
kansas chairman  ;  on  Naval  Affairs,  Mr.  Mallory 
chairman;  on  the  Judiciary,  Mr.  Bayard  chair- 
man; on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  Mr.  Gwin 
— not  representing  a  slave  State,  but  everybody 
knows  that  slavery  never  had  a  meaner  worshiper 
— was  chairman. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  Mr.  Yulce  was  chairman  of  that  committee 
until  he  seceded. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  so;  and  when  he 
went  off  Mr.  Gwin  was  made  chairman.  Of  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  Mr.  Nich- 
olson was  chairman;  on  Public  Lands,  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Arkansas,  chairman;  on  Claims,  Mr. 
Bragg  chairman;  on  Private  Land  Claims,  Mr. 
Polk  chairman;  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  chairman.  .  I  believe  I 
have  not  found  a  northern  man  yet;  every  one  of 
them  was  from  the  South.  On  Indian  Affairs, 
Mr.  Sebastian  was  chairman;  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office,  Mr.  Bigler,  from  Pennsylvania, 
chairman — there  i.s  the  first  northern  man;  on 
Pensions,  Mr.  Thomson  chairman;  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  Mr.  Bright  chairman. 
There  are  three  northern  Senators  chairmen  of 
three  comparatively  unimportant  committees.  On 
Territories,  Mr.  Green  was  chairman.  Mr.  Doug- 
las had  formerly  been  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee, but  he  was  put  off  and  Mr.  Green  put  in 
his  place.  On  Engrossed  Bills,  Mr.  Lane  was 
chairman;  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent 
Expenses  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ten- 
nessee, was  chairman;  on  Printing,  Mr.  Fitch 
was  chairman;  on  Enrolled  Bills,  Mr.  Saulsbury 
was  chairman;  on  the  Library,  iVIr.  Pearce  was 
chairman.  Tiiere  are  four  unimportant  commit- 
tees on  which  the  great  portion  of  the  body  com- 
ing from  the  free  States  were  allowed  to  be  chair- 
men of  committees.  Well  might  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Califor)iia  inquire  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  if  he  or  any  of  his  friends  raised 
his  voice  against  the  outrage.  Why,  sir,  he  and 
his  friends  with  him  were  as  silent  as  the  grave. 

Now,  how  did  all  this  happen?  In  most  cases 
generally  as  It  has  happened  during  this  Con- 
gress; that  is  to  say,  the  men  who  were  appointed 
chairmen  of  committees  had  been  here  for  a  great 
many  years,  comparatively.  It  was  the  fashion 
of  the  southern  States  to  keep  their  Senators  here 
Congress  after  Congress,  and  term  after  term, 
until  they  became  the  oldest  members  of  the  Sen- 
at(r,  and  it  was  always  considered  a  matter  of 
courtesy  to  allow  them  to  remain  upon  the  com- 
mittees on  which  they  were  first  placed  and  to  go 
up  regularly  and  take  positions  as  chairmen  ac- 
cording to  their  age.  That  was  unquestionably 
the  exposition  of  it  in  most  cases. 

Now,  sir,  how  was  it  here  in  this  case?  Cer- 
tainly the  Senators  on  theotherside  of  the  Cham- 
ber have  nothing  to  complain  of.  On  Foreign 
Relations  Mr.  Sumner  is  chairman.  Mr.  Sum- 
ner, I  believe,  was,  save  one,  the  oldest  Senator 
in  tiie  body,  ajjd.that  one,  I  think,  i.s  (he  Senator 


now  occupying  the  chair,  [Mr.  Foot;]  and  more 
than  all  that,  when  the  committee  was  formed  he 
was  the  only  man  on  the  committee  who  had  been 
there  before.  Did  any  Senator  wish  to  depose 
him?  Would  any  younger  man  have  taken  his 
place?  Should  he  have  given  his  place  to  my 
honorable  friend  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Doo- 
LiTTLE,]  because  he  is  from  the  great  State  of 
Wisconsin?  Would  not  my  friend  from  Wis- 
consin have  scorned  to  take  it? 

I  had  been  a  member  of  the  Senate  for  eight 
years,  and  had  the  misfortune  to  be  the  only  menij- 
ber  on  the  Committee  on  Finance  who  had  been 
there  before.  The  Senate  saw  fit  to  make  me 
chairman  of  that  committee,  notwithstanding  I 
had  the  misfortune  to  come  from  New  England.  I 
am  sorry,  I  have  regretted  it  since,  that  although 
my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman] 
who  stands  next  to  me  came  into  the  Senate  at 
the  very  time  1  was  made  chairman,  I  did  not 
reflect  that  Maine  is  a  small  and  unimportant  State, 
and  yield  my  position  to  the  representative  of  the 
great  State  of  Oliio.  It  was  a  mistake.  "I  hope 
the. Senate  will  pardon  it.  He  is  much  more  emi- 
nently fitted  for  the  position  than  Lam;  but  it  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  I  happened  to  be  here  for 
eight  years  and  he  not  at  all  that  I  was  placed  in 
that  position. 

The  same  remark  maybe  made  of  all  the  com- 
mittees. It  was  the  case  with  my  honorable  friend 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wilson,]  who  is  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
my  honorable  friend  from  New  Hampsiiire,  [Mr. 
PIale,]  who  Is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
NavalAffairs.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Trumbull]  was  made  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  because  the  place  be- 
longed to  him.  My  honorable  friend,  the  other 
Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wade,]  took  the  posi- 
tion of  chairman  of  the  Committee  oh  Territories. 
Other  Senators  took  other  positions.  But  it  so 
happened  that  most  of  the  Senators  from  New 
England  had  been  here  for  many  years,  had  served 
on  these  very  committees, and  in  most  cases  were 
the  only  men  in  the  Senate  who  had  served  upon 
them  at  the  time  they  were  made  the  chairmen. 

Although  it  would  have  been  well  and  modest 
in  us  to  consider  that  we  did  not  represent  the 
great  States  but  came  from  small  ones,  and  there- 
fore decline  to  serve  on  the  principle  that  chair- 
men of  the  Senate  committees  were  made  not  ot 
men  but  of  States,  yet  it  so  happened  that  our 
friends  from  the  West  who  belong  to  the  same 
political  party  with  us  and  had  a  hand  in  making 
the  committees  did  not  take  that  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. They  seemed  to  think  that  it  was  advisable 
and  proper  to  follow  the  recognized  rule  of  the 
Senate  and  allow  gentlemen  who  had  been  here 
for  years  and  who  were  the  only  ones  who  had 
been  on  the  committees  to  take  the  places  that 
belonged  to  them  and  not  refuse  them  those  po- 
sitions simply  because  they  happened  to  come 
from  New  England.  They  were  not  troubled 
with  that  exquisite  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  of 
propriety  and  impropriety,  which  seems  to  work 
so  hardly  upon  the  mind  of  the  honorableSenator 
from  Kentucky. 

All  1  have  to  say  with  reference  to  this  subject 
is,  that  although  mistakes  are  sometimes  made  in 
regard  to  it.  Senators  are  aware  that  all  these 
things  are  within  the  control  of  the  body.  The 
Senators  from  New  England  are  a  minority  and 
a  very  small  minority,  comparatively,  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  mnjority  here.  They  are  not  respons- 
ible for  what  is  done  in  this  regard.  It  Is  in  hhe 
power  of  tlie  Senate  to  change  its  comiiiittees  at 
any  moment;  and  certainly  if  anybody  feels  him- 
self aggrieved — 1  know  nobody  does  on  this  side 
of  the  Chamber — no  one  is  more  ready  than  my- 
self, and  I  trust  than  other  gentlemen,  to  yield  the 
|)Iaces  which  we  occupy  and  which  can  be  very 
much  better  filled  undoubtedly  by  others.  But, 
sir,  I  do  not  want  to  have  it  said  that  New  Eng- 
land has  placed  herself  in  these  [lositions,  for  it 
is  not  so  in  any  way;  nor  do  I  wish  to  have  it 
said  that  she  assumes  anything  with  regard  to 
this  organigatlon,  for  she  has  not  the  power  to 
assume  it,  in  the  first  place, aud,  secondly,  she  has 
not  the  disposition. 

I  have  said  thus  much  simply  that  this  matter 
may  be  set  right.  My  honorable  friend  from 
New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hale]  stated  the  otlier 
day  that  out  of  deference  to  the  great  State  of 
New,  York  he   oH'ered  the  chairmanship  of  hia 
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committee,  so  far  as  lie  was  conceiiiod,  to  the 
hoMniable  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Mor- 
GAK.]  That  Senator  did  not  choose  to  take  it. 
I  suppose  he  lliought  it  would  be  hardly  itiodest 
in  him,  as  lie  had  just  come  into  this  body,  to 
assume  a  place  of  that  particular  description  and 
importance  over  a  Senator  who  had  been  here  for 
some  twelve  y^-ars,  tliougli  lie  had  the  misfortune 
to  come  tVom  the  small  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Notwithstanding  what  has  been  said  about  the 
outrajjcs  to  the  Pacific  coast,  there  is  but  one  gen- 
ileiiian  litre  from  that  coast  who  calls  himself  not 
a  Democrat,  or  who  regards  himself  as  not  be- 
longing to  the  Democratic  party,  and  I  really  be- 
lieve that  if  you  were  to  propose  to  my  honora- 
ble fiiend  from  California  to  take  the  chairmanship 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  he  would  decline  it 
to-day. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     I  certainly  should. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  And  he  does  not  feel  that 
California  has  been  injured,  or  insulted,  or  out- 
raged by  the  fact  that  he  was  not  made  chairman 
of  that  coiniiiittee  on  first  coming  into  the  Senate, 
simply  because  he  came  from  the  Pacific  coast; 
and  yet  that  i*  one  of  the  grievances!  I  do  not 
think  my  honorable  friends  from  Oregon  have 
thought  of  complaining  on  that  subject.  No,  sir; 
it  is  noiliing  but  political  talk,  intended  for  polit- 
ical effect.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  knows 
ilie  people  of  Kentucky  better  than  I  do.  I  should 
think  that  if  they  iiad  a  tolerable  judgment  and 
education  they  would  turn  up  their  noses  at  an 
argument  of  that  sort;  but  he  knows  their  caliber 
and  their  power  of  judgment  so  much  better  than 
I  do,  that  I  leave  liim  to  make  such  arguments  to 
affect  them  as  he  thinks  will  be  suitable. 

Mr.  SBERMAN.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  POWELL.  1  hope  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
will  yield  to  let  nie  make  a  reply  to  the  Senator 
from  Maine. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  will  give  way  to  me.  The  committee  of 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  be  chairman,  and  rny- 
seif,  have  been  assailed. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senators  will  have  suf- 
ficient time  to  be  heard.  I  wish  to  say  a  tew 
words,  and  I  will  not  insist  upon  saying  them 
now  unless  the  Senator  from  Maine  wants  to  fin- 
ish the  bill  to-night. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  prefer  to  go  on  with 
th«  bill. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  would  not  at  this  hour 
of  the  day  occupy  the  Senate  a  moment  but  that 
1  desire,  since  allusion  has  been  made  to  the  form- 
ation of  the  committees,  to  remove  some  misap- 
prehensions, lest  those  imisapprehensions  maybe 
carried  on  to  the  stump  in  political  life. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  endeavors  to  in- 
cite a  prejudice  against  New  England,  and  his 
declarations  here  to-day  will  be  repeated  by  his 
political  associates  on  the  stump,  under  circum- 
stances likely  to  mislead  and  deceive  honest  peo- 
ple and  to  create  a  prejudice  against  a  portion  of 
the  country.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  explain  ex- 
actly how  the  committees  were  organized,  because 
it  so  happened  that  I  was  one  of  those  who  aided 
in  forming  the  committees  at  the  present  session 
of  CongriNss.  The  fact  that  New  England  had 
nearly  all  the  important  chairmanships  had  been 
made  known  and  stated  often  enough,  not  only  by 
tlie  Senator  from  Kentucky ,  but  by  many  persons 
who  were  complaining.  The  New  England  Sen- 
ators themselves,  in  the  conferences  which  led  to 
the  organization  of  the  committees,  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact,  and  said  promptly  that  they  were 
willing  to  give  way  at  once  and  apportion  the 
chairmanships  of  the  committees  among  the  sev- 
eral States  according  to  geographical  position. 
The  proposition  was  distinctly  made,  and  the 
question  came  up  before  a  committee  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  standing  com- 
mittees. It  was  not  a  question  between  ourselves 
and  our  political  adversaries,  because  it  is  admit- 
ted on  all  hands  that  we  have  treated  our  political 
adversaries  with  a  great  deal  more  deference  than 
they  ever  treated  ns.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky cannot  say  that  the  few  men  of  his  politi- 
cal opinions  who  are  here  have  not  been  fairly 
represented. 

Mr.  POWELL.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  will 
allow  me  to  say  that  I  made  no  complaint  of  that 
kind.  I  said  distinctly  that  I  did  not  expect  a 
Democrat  to  Imve  a  chairmanship. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Tluiii  itisRcomplaintniHde, 


if  at  all,  about  the  distribution  of  the  Chairman- 
ships among  political  associates.  What  was  the 
condition  of  affairs.'  Nearly  all  the  Senators  from 
the  western  States  here  are  new  Senators,  who 
have  recently  come  upon  the  floor.  The  few 
among  us  who  have  been  here  for  a  number  of 
years  are  very  handsomely  provided  for,  and  I 
believe  are  all  chairmen  of  good  committees.  The 
Senator  from  Michigan,  [iVIr.  Chandler,]  who 
has  been  here  a  number  of  years,  is  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  My  colleague 
[Mr.  Wade]  is  chairman  of  two  committees,  the 
Committee  on  Territories  and  the  committee  on 
the  conduct  of  the  war.  The  Senator  from  Iowa 
[Mr.  Grimes]  is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia.  The  Senator  from  Il- 
linois, [Mr.  Trumbull,]  who  has  been  here  for 
some  years,  is  chairman  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant committees,  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. Tlie  Senator  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Harlan] 
is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands. 
The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Doolittle] 
is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
Every  Senator  from  the  western  and  the  middle 
States  who  has  been  here  more  than  two  years, 
is  therefore  chairman  of  a  leading  important  com- 
mittee. The  western  Senators  are  in  many  cases 
chairmen  of  committees  distinctly  connected  with 
their  region  of  country,  such  as  Indian  Affairs, 
Public  Lands,  atid  Territories. 

Then  take  the  new  members  who  havecomp  in 
here  recently.  I  came  here  two  years  ago,  and  I 
was  assigned,  not  at  my  r£»quest  or  desire,  to  serve 
upon  the  Committee  on  Finance.  1  ask  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  or  any  fair-minded  man, 
whether  I  would  have  consented  to  displace  a 
gentleman  of  superior  abilities  and  fitted  for  that 
position.!^  1  could  not  for  a  moment  think  of  it. 
Without  saying  anything  about  the  Senatoi-  from 
Maine,  everybody  admits  his  conceded  abilities 
not  only  as  a  debater,  but  as  a  business  man  con- 
nected with  tlie  department  to  which  he  has  been 
assigned.  I  certainly  would  not  assume  the  in- 
vidious task  of  appearing  before  the  Senate  as 
chairman  of  that  committee,  when  he  had  been 
here  six  years  before  me  serving  on  the  same 
committee.  So  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Hale]  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Naval 
Committee.  He  had  been  here  for  years,  an  old 
Senator.  The  next  Senator  on  the  committee  was 
the  Senator  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Grimes]  who  was 
admirably  adapted  for  the  position  of  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  There  is 
no  doubt  about  that;  but  I  ask  fellow-Senators 
whether  we  could,  as  a  committee,  strike  from  the 
head  of  that  committee  a  gentleman  who  had  been 
here  some  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  who  had  been 
one  of  our  political  associates,  who  had  been  de- 
nounced by-our  political  adversaries.'  I  could  not 
reconcile  it  with  my  sense  of  duty  and  of  right 
to  strike  his  name  from  the  head  of  that  com- 
mittee, even  to  give  the  place  to  a  gentleman  so 
well  qualified  to  perform  its  duties  as  the  Senator 
from  Iowa.     So  too  with  the  Military  Committee. 

In  arranging  these  committees,  however,  we 
have  so  arranged  them  that  the  natural  course  of 
time  will  remove  all  these  inequalities.  Perhaps 
it  may  be  five  or  six  years  hence,  when  the  pres- 
ent Senators  from  New  England  may  have-passed 
away  and  their  places  be  filled  by  others.  Then 
the  West,  from  the  present  arrangement  of  com- 
mittees, will  have  nearly  all  the  important  com- 
mittees, because  if  you  look  over  the  list  you  will 
sec  that  the  next  name  to  the  chairman  in  nearly 
every  case  is  a  western  man  who  has  come  in  here 
recently,  and  who,  in  due  course  of  time,  unless 
displaced  by  his  constituents  or  by  other  causes, 
will  assume  the  position  now  held  by  aNew  Eng- 
land Senator. 

1  state  this  much  in  justice  to  the  New  England 
Senators,  that  the  committee  that  reported  upon 
the  organization  of  the  standing  committees  was 
composed  of  gentlemen  who  had  it  in  their  power 
to  strike  off  the  chairmen  of  these  important  com- 
mittees and  assign  others  for  those  positions.  The 
caucus  or  convocation  of  Senators  had  it  in  their 
power  to  dis|)Iace  these  N(>w  England  Senators, 
but  I  believe  and  say  it  heartily  that  there  was  not 
a  single  member  of  the  political  jnirty  to  which  I 
belong  that  desired  thus  to  strike  off  a  Senator 
simply  because  became  from  New  England.  They 
wouhl  rather  meet  tht;  taunts  and  innuendoes  and 
(hiclaraiions  mailn  on  the  nlumn  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  and  his  political  aBeociiilcs. 


Mr.  President,  I  might  end  here,  but  I  wish  to 
say  a  word  further  in  regard  to  the  subject-matter. 
In  my  judgment,  the  New  England  Senators,  and 
not  only  the  New  England  Senators  but  all  of  us 
ought  at  this  session  to  repeal  the  fishing  boun- 
ties. I  will  not  stop  now  to  discuss  that  question, 
but  I  will  state  why  I  cannot  vote  for  the  pending 
proposition.  The  reason  upon  which  these  boun- 
ties were  originally  granted  by  the  Government 
has  now  disappeared.  There  is  no  longer  any 
necessity  for  the  United  States  to  provide  a  school 
for  seamen.  Our  commerce  is  now  so  expanded 
that  it  is  a  school  for  seamen  in  itself;  and  if 
these  bounties  vi'ere  not  paid  we  should  have  the 
best  naval  school  in  the  world  in  our  cominercial 
marine.  Therefore,  not  as  a  question  of  geogra- 
phy, but  as  a  question  of  taxation,  these  fishing 
bounties  ought  to  be  abandoned  as  no  longer 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  their  foun- 
dation. I  have  voted  in  one  or  two  cases  to  at- 
tach the  repeal  of  the  fishing  bounties  to  appro- 
priation bills,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  wise  plan 
to  do  it.  The  appropriation  bills  ought  to  be 
kept  distinct,  and  as  a  general  rule  important 
measures  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be  attached  to 
them  as  amendments.  1  am  therefore  now  in- 
clined to  vote  against  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  although  I  heartily  approve 
it  in  itself;  and  I  give  due  notice  now  that  when 
the  revenue  bill  comes  up,  a  bill  to  provide  rev- 
enue— a  bill  in  which  we  shall  be  called  upon  to 
tax  all  classes  and  all  sections  of  our  people — if 
no  other  Senator  does  it,  I  will  move  by  a-care- 
fuUy-considered  amendment  to  repeal  the  fishing 
bounties,  and  1  shall  expect  the  New  England 
Senators  to  come  up  and  help  me  to  support  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  has  seen  fit  to  arraign  the 
Committee  on  Commerceand  its  chairman. -I  will 
read  the  names  of  the  members  of  that  committee. 
They  are  Mr.  Morrill,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  Mr. 
Morgan,  Mr.  Sprague,  Mr.  Saui-sbury,  Mr. 
Lane,  ofKansas,  with  myselfas  chairman.  I  will 
simply  say  to  that  Senator  that  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  requires  no  defense  from  any  assault 
that  he  can  make  upon  it.  Without  any  dispar- 
agement to  any  other  committee,  it  is  equal  to  the 
best — all  "but  the  chairman. 

But  the  Senator  has  gone  further.  He  has  ar- 
raigned me  individually,  because  I  happened  to 
be  born  in  New  England.  Sir,  I  am  not  respons- 
ible for  that;  but  I  want  to  tell  that  Senator  that 
I  am  proud  of  my  birthplace.  I  thank  God  that 
I  was  born  in  a  State,  and  that  I  now  represent  a 
State,  neither  of  which  has  ever  furnished  a  rebel 
traitor  to  fight  against  his  country.  1  was  in  this 
body  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
with  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  when  Mr.  Clay 
waschairmaii  of  ihatcommittee — the  traittir  Clay; 
the  particular  friend  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky; the  man  wTio  drew  up  in  the  room  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  the  original  ordinance 
of  secession  for  the  Slate  of  Alabama,  while  he, 
a  rebel  traitor,  was  drawing  the  pay  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  drawn  up  on  Government  ]ia- 
per,  written  with  Government  ink,  and  copied  by 
a  clerk  drawing  six  dollars  a  day  from  this  Gov- 
ernment. I  found  Tt  in  that  room,  and  I  have  it 
now.  I  never  heard  a  word  of  complaint  from 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  against  that  cornniit- 
tec  at  that  time  in  regard  to  this  or  any  other 
matter. 

The  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  fishing  boun- 
ties has  been  agitated  for  a  long  time.  It  was 
regularly  before  the  Committee  On  Commerce 
during  the  time  that  Mr.  Clay  was  its  chairman, 
and  the  Senatorfrom  Kentucky  was  in  this  body 
for  two  years  while  his  party  had  forty-four 
members  againsliwenty  who  cooperated  with  me. 
Why  did  he  not  then  arraign  the  Committee  oil 
Commerce?  Why  did  he  not  then  arraign  its 
chairman?  Why  did  he  not  then-  arraign  this 
body  and  Congress?  Ah!  sir,  he  was  then  as 
quiet  as  a  lamb.  He  had  his  friends,  the  traitors, 
chairmen  of  almost  every  committee  of  this  body, 
men  with  whom  he  cooperated  then,  and  with 
whom  he  cooperates  now.  I  do  not  care  to  de- 
fend the  Committee  on  Commerce, and  I  will  not 
defend  it.  It  requires  no  defense  from  me,  or 
from  any  other  man;  and  what  is  more,  I  consider 
it  a  high  honor  to  bo  arraigned  by  that  Senator, 
either  as  chairman  of  the  Cotnmitiec  on  Com- 
merce or  as  anything  else  that  is  loyal  and  true 
to  the  country. 
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Mr.  POWELL.  The  Senator  frem  Michignn, 
if  I  understood  him,  said  thiit  I  w;is  now  I  he 
friend  of  traitors.  1  wish  to  understand,  distinct- 
ly and  categorically,  whether  1  understood  him 
profierly? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  You  did  understand  me 
properly.  You  have  been  the  friend  of  traitors, 
and  I  voted  to  expel  you  as  a  traitor  from  this 
body. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say 
that  I  am  now  tlie  friend  of  traitors  and  treason  ? 
That  is  my  question. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  simply  say  that  you 
cooperated  with  traitors,  sir;  and  I  have  never 
known  you  to  cast  a  vote  that  was  not  in  favor  of 
the  rebellion.  If  you  ever  have,  I  wish  you  to 
slate  when  and  where. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  call  the  Senators  to  order. 
Personalities  are  not  in  order. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  put  the  question  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  whether  1  understood  him  to 
say  that  I  nm  now  the  friend  of  traitors. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Senator 
from  Connecticut  rises  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  submit  to  the  Chair  that  per- 
sonalities are  not  in  order. 

The  PRESIDENT p-o  tempore.  The  point  of 
order  is  well  taken.  It  is  a  violation  of  the  rules 
and  of  the  decorum  and  good  order  of  the  body 
to  indulge  in  personalities.  Senators  will  please 
restrain  themselves  in  that  regard  and  to  that  ex- 
tent. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  only  desire  to  say  that  if 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  did  state,  as  1  under- 
stood him — I  did  not  hear  him  very  distinctly , 
and  consequently  I  repeated  the  question — thall 
was  the  friend  of  traitors,  he  says  what  is  untrue. 
The  statement  is  false.  That  is  all  1  have  to  say 
upon  that  subject. 

The  Senator  frt)m  Michigan  says  that  I  did  not 
complain  of  Mr.  Clay,  who  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  for  not  reporting  this 
bill.  Why,  sir,  Mr.  Clay  was  the  advocate  of 
the  repeal  of  the  fishing  bounties.  Mr.  Clay  re- 
ported from  .the  Committee  on  Commerce  a  bill 
to  repeal  them,  and  advocated  it  here  in  a  most 
elaborate  speech.  I  could  have  no  reason  to  ar- 
raign Mr.  Clay  for  anything  he  did  concerning 
this  question,  for  it  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Clay 
was  in  favor  of  repealing  the  fishing  bounties. 
He  tried  to  do  that  after  I  came  into  the  Senate, 
and  before  I  came  into  the  Senate  he  made  a  re- 
port and  an  elaborate  speech  oti  the  subject. 

But  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  in  order  to  get 
clear  of  the  charge  of  negligence  on  the  partof  the 
committee  of  which  he  is  chairman,  undertakes 
to  talk  about  traitors  and  treason,  and  he  does  not 
deny  what  I  have  said  about  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  not  reporting  the  bill  to  the  Senate  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress.  The  Senator  knows 
very  well  that  I  could  not  get  him  to  report  the 
bill  back  in  time  to  have  action  upon  it  by  the  Sen- 
ate during  the  lastsession  of  Congress.  The  Sen- 
ator knows  that  1  went  to  him  personally  more 
than  once,  and  asked  him  to  report  it  back  even 
adversely,  so  that  it  might  be  before  the  Senate; 
but  it  came  back  from  the  committee  near  the  close 
of  the  session,  when  there  was  no  opportunity  to 
have  action  upon  it  in  the  Senate. 

Now,  sir,  for  most  of  the  gentlemen  upon  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  I  have  very  high  per- 
sonal respect;  but  allow  me  to  tell  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  that  he  is  not  one  of  tliose  for  whom  I 
have  personal  respect. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     Mr.  President 

The  PRESlDENT^ro  tempore.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  yield  the  floor  to  the  Senator 
from  Michigan.' 

Mr.  POWELL.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  yield  to  a 
Senator  who  spealcs  of  me  as  he  has  done.  The 
reply  I  have  made  to  the  Senator  is  of  such  a 
character  that  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honor 
cannot  respond  to  it  in  this  Hail. 

Mr.  President,  I  was  very  much  astonished 
that  my  remarks  should  have  excited  to  so  great 
on  extent  the  ire  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Fessenden,]  for  vyhom  I  personally  have  respect. 
He  got  into  a  flurry  of  passion  and  said  that  I 
had  been  assaulting  New  England,  but  that  I  pos- 
sessed no  power  to  injure  New  England.  I  sup- 
pose the  Senator  was  right  in.  saying  that  I  could 
not  injure  New  England,  and  I  do  not  want  to  in- 
jure New  England.  But  the  Senator  said  that  I 
had  assaulted  Ne  a-  Englond.     1  think  the  Senate 


will  bear  me  witness  that  I  have  not  made  as- 
saults upon  any  section  of  the  country.  It  has 
not  -been  my  habit  or  my  custom.  I  have  not 
assaultrd  or  spoken  uncourteouslyof  individual 
Senators,  except  in  my  own  defense.  How  came 
it  that  I  spoke  of  New  England  the  other  day.' 
While  I  sat  here  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Clark]  arraigned  my  State  and  con- 
trasted it  most  unfavorably  with  one  of  the  New 
England  States.  He  impeached  the  loyalty  of 
Kentucky.  He  made  a  speech  most  disparaging 
to  my  Slate,  contrasting  it  all  the  while  dispar- 
agingly with  one  of  the  New  England  States. 
His  colleague  [Mr.  Hale]  a  few  days  afterwards 
made  a  vigorous  assault  upon  the  few  of  us  here 
who  are  from  slaveholding  States.  The  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  of  whom  I  spoke  on  that 
occasion,  [Mr.  Sumner,]  the  very  hour  before  I 
spoke  denounced  all  slaveholders  as  being  barba- 
rians, knowing  that  there  were  some  of  us  here 
who  were  slaveholders  and  had  slaveholding  con- 
stituents. 

Now,  I  put  it  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maine, if  afterall  these  assaults,  aimed  directly  in 
one  case  at  my  State  by  name,  I  was  not  right  in 
repelling  those  charges.  I  certainly  was  right. 
If  a  Senator  here  will  not  defend  his  own  con- 
stituency when  they  are  assaulted,  if  he  has  not 
the  courage  and  manhood  to  resist  such  aggres- 
sions, I  think  he  had  better  leave  his  seat  and  let 
his  constituents  send  somebody  here  who  will  de- 
fend them. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  ask  the  Senator  if  I  assailed 
any  Slate  or  any  individual  personally.' 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  will  do  the  Senator  the  jus- 
tice to  say  that  he  did  not;  but  he  assailed  a  class 
of  people,  and  he  advised  ws  to  put  our  heads  on 
the  block  gracefully  and  die  with  composure.  But 
his  colleague  did  mention  my  State,  and  mention 
it  most  disparagingly,  too,  and  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  prated  of  the  barbarism  of  slavery, 
as  he  always  does,  knowing  that  there  were  here 
men  who  were  slaveholders,  though  but  very  few 
of  them.  It  was  in  repelling  these  assaults  that  I 
took  occasion  to  speak  of  New  England,  but  I  did 
not  accuse  New  England  even  in  that  speech.  I 
distinctly  stated  that  it  was  not  my  object  to  do 
so;  but  in  reply  to  those  assaults,  as  the  State 
of  Kentucky  had  been  contrasted  with  the  New 
England  States  in  this  war,  and  with  the  action 
of  one  New  England  State  in  particular,  I  did 
run  a  parallel  between  the  action  of  Kentucky  and 
the  action  of  the  New  England  States  in  the  war 
of  1812  and  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  1  spoke  of 
the  action  of  the  western  States  and  of  New  Eng- 
land in  this  war,  and  it  was  perfectly  legitimate 
that  I  should  do  so.  I  am  not  going  now  to  be 
drawn  into  an  abuse  of  New  England.  It  is  not 
my  province  here  to  abuse  any  section  of  the 
country.  I  will  speak  of  the  abuses  that  I  think 
certain  individuals  coming  from  particular  sections 
may  wish  to  continue  in  practice  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  when  they  assail  others  I  think  it  just 
as  well  to  tell  them,  a  little  of  their  own  short- 
comings. That  is  all  I  did,  and  that  I  will  do 
again. 

Let  me  tell  the  Senator  from  Maine  that  there 
is  not  strength  enough  in  his  feeble  arm  either  to 
reach  me  or  Kentucky.  Does  he  expect  by  a  kind 
of  jeer  at  me  to  bridle  my  tongue  ?  If  he  does,  he 
is  deceived.  He  says  that  my  speeches  are  never 
on  matters  of  public  interest,  but  always  for  po- 
litical effect.  The  amendment  that  I  now  pro- 
pose is  one  that  I  think  the  people  of  Maine,  who 
receive  the  largerof  those  bounties,  will  regard  as 
something  of  business,  and  hence  it  is  that  the 
Senator  flies  into  such  a  passion  on  the  subject. 
The  Senator  does  not  wish  to  see  a  law  repealed 
that  fills  the  pockets  of  his  constituents  with 
money  unjustly  wrung  from  the  hard  earnings  of 
the  laboring  classes  of  other  sections  of  the  coun- 
try. 

I  spoke  of  the  organization  of  the  committees, 
as  I  had  a  right  to  do.  It  is  admitted  that  they 
are  organized  as  I  stated.  So  manifest  is  the  un- 
justness  of  the  organization  of  the  committees  that 
the  Senator  from  Maine  cannot  hear  the  subject 
mentioned  without  losing  his  temper.  The  Sen- 
ator's rage  will  not  prevent  the  Senate  and  the 
country  from  seeing  the  facts  as  they  are.  But 
the  Senator  from  Maine  contrasts  them  with  the 
committees  as  they  were  formed  when  the  Dem- 
ocrats were  in  power.  I  admit  that  then  most  of 
the  chairmen  came  from  the  slaveholding  States, 


but  it  was  because  there  were  but  few  Democrats 
here  at  that  time  from  other  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, but  then  so  many  chairmanships  were  not 
confined  to  a  little  patch  of  counij-y,  a  small  area 
such  as  New  England  occupies.  They  were  scat- 
tered from  Maryland  and  Delaware  to  the  Gulf. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  Mr.  President,  toenter  into 
any  lengthy  debate  on  this  subject.  1  have  said 
enough  in  reply  to  the  personal  allusions  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine.  So  far  as  he  has  referred 
to  the  questions  about  which  I  speak  here,  he  has 
a  right  to  his  own  opinion.  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
most  perfect  freedom  of  speech;  but  if  a  Senator  ut- 
ters sentiments  toward  me  and  those  whom  1  have 
the  honor  to  represent  that  I  consider  unjust,  I 
will  repel  them  in  a  proper  manner.  I  think  the 
Senator  is  perfectly  justified  in  repelling  any  as- 
sault on  his  section  of  the  country;  but  I  assure 
him  that  I  will  assault  no  section  of  the  country 
unless  the  people  I  represent  or  myself  or  my  sec- 
tion is  first  assaulted.  I  have  heard  but  litlleelse 
in  this  Hall  for  three  years  except  assaults  on  the 
region  of  country  from  which  I  come,  and  I  think 
I  have  borne  them  with  a  great  deal  of  Christian 
fortitude,  but  I  will  bear  them  no  longer;  I  will 
repel  them,  come  from  what  quarter  they  may.  I 
can  assure  the  Senator  that  I  will  never  inaugu- 
rate that  kind  of  debate.  If  it  is  thrust  upon  me 
I  will  meet  it. 

I  have  said  enough,  sir,  in  regard  to  personal 
matters.  I  hope  the  law  authorizing  these  fish- 
ing bounties  will  be  repealed,  and  I  trust  my  friend 
from  Ohio  will  reconsider  his  motion  of  putting 
the  provision  for  the  repeal  upon  the  revenue  bill 
and  vote  to  put  it  on  the  bill  under  consideration 
1  hope  that  every  Senator  who  is  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  I  have  moved  will  vote  to  attach  itas 
an  amendment  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  has  told  the  Senate  that  he 
has  great  respect  for  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  but  not  for  its  chair- 
man. I  thank  the  Senator  for  that  remark,  for  if 
there  is  any  tTian  on  the  face  of  God 's  earth  whose 
respect  I  neither  desire,  nor  will  have  if  I  can  help 
it,  it  is  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  I  wish  to 
assure  him  that  the  feeling  is  mutual.  I  have  not 
and  have  not  had  any  respect  for  him  since  this 
rebellion  broke  out,  and  I  never  shall. 

Mr.  POWELL.  One  word.  I  do  not  intend 
to  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Michigan.  1  think 
the  issue  between  him  and  me  is  so  plainly  be- 
fore the  Senate  tiiat  nothing  more  need  come  from 
me. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Mr.  President,  in  the 
year  1850,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  visited 
the  city  of  Washington.  The  Senate  then  sat  in 
its  old  Hall.  I  had  read  the  utterances  of  the  great 
men  who  preceded  us  as  members  of  the  Senate, 
and  so  overpowered  was  I  when  quite  a  young 
man  in  ascending  the  steps  that  led  to  the  galleries 
of  the  Senate  Chamber,  that  1  forgot  in  the  mo- 
ment of  my  excitement  to  take  off  my  hat.  I 
looked  around  to  see  the  venerable  forms  of  Clay, 
and  Webster  and  Calhoun,  the  great  men  who 
then  held  seats  in  the  Senate.  Some  eight  years 
afterwards!  was  honored  by  my  State  with  a  seat 
on  this  floor,  and  I  entered  it  in  this  new  Hall, 
thinking  it  the  highest  object  of  youthful  ambi- 
tion. I  witnessed  the  scenes  that  occurred  in  the 
Senate  after  I  came  here.  I  found  these  sectional 
feelings  at  their  height.  I  found  them  indulged 
in  by  gentlemen  from  different  sections  of  the 
country.  I  found  that  on  one  side  representatives  • 
from  one  portion  of  the  country  said  to  represent- 
atives from  another  that  they  were  devoid  of  that 
courage,  of  that  spirit  of  manhood  that  would 
cause  them  to  meet  their  enemies  on  the  honora- 
ble field  of  personal  conflict.  1  found  on  the  other 
side,  and  1  remarked  the  spirit  evinced,  "You 
think  yourselves  above  us  because  you  are  slave- 
holders," and  I  found  a  denunciation  of  ihe  sin  of 
slavery.  I  saw  this  sectional  feelirjg  exhibited. 
On  the  one  side  I  was  reminded  of  the  barbarism 
of  slavery,  and  on  the  other  I  heard  the  retort. 

Sir,  I  have  thought  in  my  quiet  home  that  our 
present  troubles  had  much  of  their  origin  in  this 
spirit  of  sectional  feeling,  in  this  spirit  of  reproach 
that  came  first  from  one  section  and  then  from 
the  other;  and  I  believe  to-day  that  whatever  may 
have  been  the  exciting  causes  of  the  present  war, 
if  members  of  the  Senate  and  the  Houseof  Rep- 
resentttlives  could  so  far  have  restrained  their  feel- 
ings us  10  rise  nbore  all  such  consideraJions  as 
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those,  we  should  not  now  be  in  the  unlinppy  state 
in  wliich  we  are;  and  1  believe  that  if  we  could 
forgot  these  iVelings  now,  and  if  we  could  look  at 
the  {;reat  issues  of  this  national  debate  in  that 
spirit  of  fraternal  kindness  in  which  we  are  bound 
to  look  at  it,  we  might  come  to  a  common  under- 
standing. 

I  did  not  hear  the  commencement  of  this  debate 
and  I  mean  to  take  no  part  in  it.  I  do  not  know 
who  was  right  and  who  was  wrong  in  it.  I  hope 
Uiat  in  the  future  we  may  forget  these  feelings 
which  have  been  engendered  ii{  the  school  of  the 
past,  and  that  if  we  do  come  from  different  sec- 
lions  of  the  country,  we  shall  recollect  that  the 
great  system  of  government  which  was  formed 
for  our  benefit,  and  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
may  come  after  us,  was  formed  by  patriotic  sires, 
from  all  sections  of  the  country,  and  that  in  the 
spirit  of  compromise  in  which  they  acted  we  may 
act,  and  forgetting  the  petty  jealousies  which  have 
influenced  us  in  the  past,  as  a  band  of  brothers 
■we  may  look  at  the  present  unhappy  state  of  our 
country  and  act  as  becomes  American  statesmen 
who  fill  the  seats  of  the  greatest  statesmen  the 
world  ever  saw. 

Mr.  POWELL.  1  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  my  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Mr.  President,  1  shall  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  my  colleague.  Whenever  1 
have  been  in  a  position  heretofore  to  .support  the 
policy  of  these  fishing  bounties  I  have  voted  for 
their  continuance.  Many  years  ago  I  was  taught, 
session  after  session,  by  gentlemen  representing 
the  New  England  States,  tliat  these  fisheries  were 
the  best  nursery  of  seamen  on  the  globe,  and 
whenever  our  country  should  be  involved  in  war 
these  adventurous  and  hardy  seamen  would  be 
ready-trained  sons  of  Neptune  to  man  our  ships- 
of-war-  and  privateers,  and  bear  our  flag  in  tri- 
umph against  all  comers  through  tlie  battle  and 
the  breeze,  and  in  that  way  would  compensate  the 
country  fortlie  cost  it  paid  for  their  tuition  in  the 
form  of  these  bounties.  My  own  State  cherished 
the  laurels  won  by  our  gallant  tars  upon  oceans 
and  lakes  with  as  true  national  pride  as  did  New 
England,  and  she  voted  without  grudging  these 
largesses  that  our  country  might  have  the  first 
seamanship  of  the  world. 

The  principles  and  policy  of  my  State,  too,  as 
her  people  were  imbued  by  her  great  statesmen, 
were"  to  regard  every  section  and  every  State  as 
equally  part  of  our  common  country,  and  entitled 
in  their  leading  interests  to  the  same  protection  and 
fostering  care  from  the  General  Government.  Until 
since  New  England  has  become  wholly  sectional- 
ired  and  selfish,  we  had  cultivated  for  her  feelings 
of  fraternal  pride,  conceding  that  siie  contributed 
her  full  share  to  our  national  greatness  and  glory, 
and  we  sustained  the  measures  and  policy  that 
developed  her  industry,  wealth,  and  power,  not 
only  as  a  duty,  but  with  a  generous  and  proud 
BalisfactiotJ.  We  felt  that  whatever  was  aggrand- 
izing New  England  was  at  the  same  time  bearing 
uloft  the  United  States;  and  we  so  regarded  every 
section  and  every  State. 

We  had  been  taught  by  New  England  states- 
men to  consider  the  seamen  forincd  in  those  fish- 
eries and  sustained  by  these  bounties  did  not  be- 
long to  that  or  any  other  section,  but,  like  the 
gradunlea  of  West  Point,  to  be  the  property  oflthe 
nation  at  large;  and  that  when  they  took  post  on 
the  decks  of  our  chips  of  war  they  were  riot  to  be 
credited  to  Nev/  England  or  any  State,  Ijut  to  the 
United  States.  But  since  the  States  of  New  Eng- 
land have,  during  this  civil  war,  unanimously 
claimed  and  each  is  to  receive  the  benefit  of  hav- 
ing her  seamen  computed  in  the  quota  of  soldiery 
nhe  is  to  furnisli  to  the  war,  one  of  the  chief  argu- 
ments for  the  continuance  of  these  bounties  is  re- 
moved. 

Another  cogent  one  when  they  were  first  es- 
labhshcd  was,  that  our  marine,  both  military  and 
mercantile,  was  then  in  its  infancy,  and  these 
bounties  wore  necessary  slimulanls  to  foster  it 
against  the  severe  competition  of  other  maritime 
PowerK.  This  argument  was  then  entitled  to  and 
received  much  consideration,  but  time  and  the 
great  growth  of  our  Navy  have  shorn  it  of  all  force. 

But  the  present  political  position  of  New  Eng- 
land, which  she  ha.s  been  gradually  approaching 
for  many  years,  until  at  length  she  is  al)sorbea 
by  it,  is  what  chiefly  determines  me  to  vote  for 
the  repeal  of  these  fishing  bounties.    The  Eedera! 


Constitution  was  formed  upon  several  important 
concessions  and  compromises  between  the  north- 
ern and  southern  States,  without  which  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  formed  a  Constitu- 
tion. Than  this  there  is  no  fact  in  history  belter 
established.  New  England  adheres,  as  is  her 
right  and  her  duty,  to  all  the  compromises  in  her 
favor;  but  those' beneficial  to  the  South,  to  my 
section  and  State,  she  has  been  for  many  years 
fiercely  assaulting,  against  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  until  she  has  become  a 
unit,  and  in  a  spirit  of  destructive  frenzy  is.  bent 
upon  the  subversion  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union  which  it  formed,  to  expunge  all  the  com- 
prom  ises  that  protect  the  rights  of  the  slave  States. 

There  is  no  principle  of  our  complex  system 
of  national  and  State  governments  more  import- 
ant or  more  dear  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  than  that  all  the  local  and 
domestic  institutions,  polity,  afl'airs,  and  riglits 
of  each  State  are  in  no  form,  extent,  or  manner 
within  the  jurisdiction  or  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  but  are  as  whoRyand 
exclusively,  except  in  the  few  matters  expressly 
named  in  the  Constitution, under  the  control, di- 
rection, and  government  of  the  States  respect- 
ively and  their  people,  as  though  there  were  no 
Federal  Union  or  Government.  Each  State  has 
for  itself  the  sovereign  and  exclusive  right  to  de- 
termine for  itself  in  what  subjects  property  shall 
or  shall  not  exist,  and  to  make  every  law  and 
regulation  of  property  within  its  own  limits. 
Neither  the  Government  of  the  United  States  nor 
any  other  Stale  has  a  particle  of  right  or  power 
to  interfere  with  property  in  another  State.  This 
principle  has  been  fuUy  conceded  by  every  Amer- 
ican juristand  statesman  until  this  day  of  mental 
and  moral  insanity. 

What  right,  or  legitimate  power,  has  New  Eng- 
land to  abolisli  slavery  in  Kentucky,  or  any  other 
State.'  The  States  of  New  England,  each  for 
itself,  established  slavery,  continued  the  institu- 
tion during  its  pleasure,  and  abolished  it  when 
they  respectively  chose  to  do  so,  without  being 
interfered  with  by  the  United  StaiesGovernment, 
or  any  other  State.  Would  New  England  ac- 
quiesce in  the  reestablishment  of  slavery  in  her 
six  Slates  by  an  amendment  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution.' If  it  were  to  be  adopted  in  the  required 
forms,  it  would  not  be  an  amendment,  but  a  rev- 
olution, a  destruction  of  State  sovereignty,  a  sub- 
version ofour  system  ofGovernment,  and  without 
the  pale  of  the  power  of-amendment.  The  pro- 
posed amendment  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  States 
is  no  less  revolutionary  and  unauthorized.  The 
Chicago  convention  that  nominated  Mr.  Lincoln 
inserted  this  plank  in  its  platform: 

"  Resoloed,  Tliat  the  maintenance  inviolate  of  tlie  rights 
of  the  Slates,  and  especially  tlie  right  of  each  State  to  order 
and  control  its  own  domestic  institutions,  according  ^y  its 
own  judgment,  exclusively,  is  essential  to  that  balance  of 
power  on  which  the  perfection  and  enduiance  ofour  polit- 
ical fabric  depend." 

His  party  in  the  Flouse  of  Representatives, 
11th  of  February,  1861,  with  but  two  or  three 
negative  votes,  passed  these  resolutions: 

"  Resolved,  That  neither  the  Federal  Govcrinnent  nor 
the  people  or  governnienta  of  the  non-slaveholding  States 
have  a  purpose  or  a  constitutional  right  to  legislate  upon 
or  interlerc  Willi  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  of  thetJnion. 

"  liao/red,  That  those  persons  in  the  North  who  do  not 
subscribe  to  the  foregoing  proposition  are  too  insignificant 
in  numbers  and  influence  to  excite  the  serious  attention  or 
alarm  of  any  portion  of  tlnqieople  of  the  Republic,  and  that 
till!  increase  of  their  numbers  and  influence  does  not  keep 
pace  wiU)  the  increase  of  the  aggregate  population  of  the 
Union." 

When  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from 
New  England  observe  no  rules  of  fraternity,  lib- 
eral policy,  or  justice  toward  my  State  and  other 
States,  but,  driven  on  by  prejudice  against  slavery, 
hate  against  slave-owners,  and  a  selfish  purpose 
to  take  advantage  of  a  frenzied  slate  of  public  opin- 
ion, to  obtain  for  herself  undue  power  and  enor- 
mous advantages  in  the  administration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, she  overleaps  all  the  limits  of  the  Con- 
stituiion  to  annihilate  property  in  JJ150, 000,000 
worth  of  slaves  in  Kentucky,  she  must  expect 
retaliatory  measures  until  she  comes  to  a  bolter 
]ierforinance  of  her  own  duties  and  ()biin;ations. 

I'ut  New  England  not  only  disregards  all  the 
claims  of  comity  and  justice  toward  many  other 
States,  including  my  own,  but,  to  ladulge  lier  ma- 
levolence to  slave-owners,  and  for  the  ends  of  ava- 
rice and  ambition,  she  has  combined  in  manifold 
and  the  most  alarming  infractioneof  the  Constitu- 
tion.    The  Government  as  now  administered  is 


practically  sub  verted,  and  for  that  limited,  free,  and 
constitutional  one  established  by  our  ancestors, 
Mr.  Lincoln  and  his  party  have  substituted  a  most 
oppressive  military  despotism.  The  people  of  no 
State  have  been  more  truly  and  steadily  devoted 
to  "  liberty  and  Union,  now  and  forever,  one  and 
j  inseparable,"  than  have  been  the  people  of  Ken- 
\  lucky.  But  it  is  the  "liberty  and  Union"estab- 
lishcd  and  formed  by  the  Constitution.  If  New 
England  and  the  parly  whicl*now^  holds  posses- 
i  sion  of  the  Government  will,  as  they  seem  re- 
j  solved,  sunder  liberty  and  Union,  Kentucky  will 
i  choose  liberty  for  her  jinrt.  Our  Government  and 
I  Union  were  formed,  not  to  ingulf  liberty  at  the 
time  or  in  its  future  administration,  but  to  secure 
its  priceless  blessings  to  those  who  made  them  and 
their  posterity.  When  the  Government  and  its 
powers  are  perverted  by  bad  men  who  have  charge 
of  ihcm  to  enslave  the  people,  before  that  slavery 
shall  become  fixed  and  permanent,  let  the  Union, 
the  Government,  and  those  who  make  it  an  engine 
of  oppression,  all  perish.  Before  the  present  or 
any  future  usurpers  shall  consummate  their  work 
of  the  demolition  of  the  Constitution  and  the  sub- 
version of  popular-freedom,  let  the  Union  be  shiv- 
ered into  as  many  fiagments  as  there  are  Stales; 
and  the  people,  instructed  by  terrible  experience, 
will  form  another  and  still  more  perfect  Union. 
But  whether  Kentucky  is  to  form  one  of  aglorious 
galaxy  of  States,  or  is  to  occupy  the  position  of  a 
lone  star,  may  liberty  dwell  with  her  forever,  or 
may  she  maintain  a  never-ending  battle  for  it. 
Never  were  men  guilty  of  a  greater  or  more  flagi- 
tious abuse  of  trust  and  power  than  those  wlio 
are  now  in  place.  They  have  disturbed  and  dis- 
organized the  Government,  the  Constitution,  the 
rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of  the  peo.ple,  all 
that  is  valuable  or  desirable  in  social  organiza- 
tion; butthose  inappreciable  blessings  are  not  yet 
irretrievably  lost.  Therein  a  power  that  can  still 
rescue  and  preserve  them.  That  power  is  the 
sovereign  people.  In  their  freedom  of  speech, 
the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions, there  is  deliverance.  If  they  will  arouse 
themselves  to  this  great  work  it  will  be  done. 
There  is  no  other  htme! 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  moved  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Powell.] 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  18,  nays  20;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Cowan,  Davis,  Harding, 
Harlan,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  McPougall,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Sauls- 
bury,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  VVilley,  and  VVriglit — 18. 

NAVS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler, Conness,Doolitlle, 
Fossciiden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harris,  Howe, 
Jolinson,  Morgan,  Kanisey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Wade, and  Wilson— 20. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  reported  tothe Seriate asarnended. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  1  see  from  the  character  of 
the  vote  in  regard  to  the  fishing  bounties  that  my 
vote  will  change  the  result.  As  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  object  of  the  amendment,  and  hope  we  sliall 
get  rid  of  this  controversy,  I  move  again  the - 
amendment  submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, as  the  bill  is  now  before  the  Senate.  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  a  word  about  it. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  It  will  be  in 
order  after  the  Senate  shall  have  acted  upon  the 
amendments  made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  first  question  is  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ments made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
question  will  be  put  on  all  the  amendments  in  the 
aggregate  unless  a  separate  vote  is  desired  by  a 
member. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  ask*  to  have  the  one  ex- 
cepted in  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  Naval 
Academy. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  is  an  amendment 
also  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  ground  for  a 
cemetery.  1  call  for  a.  separate  vote  on  that,  so 
as  to  ask  a  question  in  regard  to  it  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Naval  Committee. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  Those  two 
amendments  will  be  reserved  for  separate  votes. 
The  question  i.'J  on  concurring  in  the  amendments 
made  as  in  Commillec  of  the  Whole,  with  the 
two  exceptions  indicated. 

Tlie  anieiulments  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  Jpril  12,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  .W.  H.  CnANNmc. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

LKAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  the  House 
for  leave  of  absence  from  Thursday  of  next  week. 

There  was  tK)  objection,  and  it  was  ordered  ac- 
cordingly. 

REQUEST  TO  VOTK. 

Mr.  CRESWELL.  I  ask  the  consent  of  the 
House  for  leave  to  record  my  vote  in  the  affirma- 
tive on  the  resolution  offered  on  Saturday  last  by 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Washburne,] 
and  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck,]  in  reference  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Harriss] 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  ordered  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
object  to  atijr  other  member  having  his  vote  re- 
corded on  tiiose  resolutions.  If  I  had  heard  the 
request  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Maryland  in  time 
1  would  have  objected  to  him. 

STENOGRAPHER  TO  A  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  HIGBY,  by  unanimous  consent,  submit- 
ted tiie  following  resolution;  which  was  read,con- 
eidered,  and  agreed  to: 

JlesoZuerf,  That  tliR select  comrnittee  to  investigate clinrgcs 
nKainst  Hon.  F.  I*.  Ulair,  jr.,  be  nutliorized  to  employ  a 
steiiograplier,  attlie  rate  of  compensation  paid  forieporting 
the  pioccedings  of  the  House  for  the  Congressional  Globe. 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  WISCONSIN. 
Mr.  McINDOE,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  granting  land  to  Wisconsin  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  railroads  in  said  State;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

BOUNTIES  TO  SOLDIERS. 
Mr.  JOHNSPN,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  intr-oduced  a  bill  relative  to  the 
payment  of  bounties  to  soldiers;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

COURTS  IN  NEW  YORK. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  (H.R.  No.  379)  in  rela- 
tion to  the  United  States  courts  in  the  southern 
district  of  New  York;  and  the  same  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

DEPRECIATION  OF  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
a  bill  to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  the  currency; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  its  consideration  postponed  for 
one  week. 

MODE  OF  SURVEYING. 

Mr.  JULIAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  authorize  a  departure  from  the 
established  mode  of  surveying  in  certain  cases; 
which  was  rpad  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

8.  V.  PENDERGRAST. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  Committee  on  Nuval  Pensions  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Mrs.  S.  V.Pendergrast,  widow  of  the 
late  Commodore  G.  J.  Pendergrast,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Navy,  for  an  increase  of  pension;  and 
the  same  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PROPOSED  EXPULSION  OF  A  MEMBER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of  Mr. 
Long-,  (IVlr.  Roi,i,iNs,of  New  Hampshire,  in  the 
chair.) 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  Fcomo  to  the 
discussion  of  this  question  with  feelings  of  awe 
and  sorrow;  of  awe  because  of  its  magnitude  and 
importance,  and  sorrow  because  in  my  judgment 
it  is  wrongfully  and  unnecessarily  brought  here 
at  this  time  for  our  consideration.  Its  orily  effect 
is  to  delay  important  legislation  and  stir  up  bit- 
terness, strife,  and  party  feeling  at  a  time  when 
good  fellowship  and  unanimity  of  sentiment  ought 


to  prevail.  The  resolution  to  expel  the  gentleman" 
fcqmOhiofor  opinions  entertained  andcxpressed 
in  debate  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  in  my  judg- 
ment presents  one  of  the  most  important  ques- 
tions ever  presented  here  or  in  any  other  delibera- 
tive body.  It  involves  the  sacred  right  of  free 
speech  in  general,  and  the  right  of  free  parliament- 
ary debate.  It  seeks  by  lawless  and  arbitrary 
power  to  control  or  suppress  the  representative 
voice  of  the  people.  It  is  a  high-handed  attempt 
of  a  domineering  and  insolent  partisan  majority  to 
deprive  an  individual  member  of  this  body  of  the 
right  to  represent  faithfully  the  will  of  his  con- 
stituency; and,  sir,  if  it  shall  succeed,  it  will  de- 
stroy the  character  and  usefulness  of  this  House 
as  a  representative  body.  It  is  another  blow  aimed 
at  the  Constitution  and  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Sir,  there  is  no  constitutional  warrant  for  this 
proceeding;  it  is  entirely  without  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  House  to  expel  a  member  for  opinion's 
sake.  The  second  section  of  article  one  of  the 
Constitution  provides  the  qualifications  of  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  He  must  be  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  and  have  been  seven  years  a  citizen  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  an  inhabitant  of  the  Stale  in 
which  he  shall  be  chosen.  Section  five  of  article 
one  provides  that  the  "  House  shall  be  the  judge 
of  the  election  returns  and  qualifications  of  its 
members;"  and  that  the  "  House  may  determine 
the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  punish  its  members 
for  disorderly  behavior,  and  with  the  concurrence 
of  two  thirds  expel  a  member."  Sir,  it  will  be 
perceived  that  opinions  are  not  among  the  qual- 
ifications provided  for.  The  right  to  membership 
does  not  depend  upon  the  opinions  that  may  or 
may  not  be  entertained.  The  power  or  jurisdic- 
tion to  punish  or  expel  is  for  disorderly  behavior 
only.  The  jurisdiction  to  determine  the  quali- 
fications of  a  member  by  his  opinions  was  for 
wise  purposes  withheld  by  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution.  If  it  be  the  opinions  entertained 
by  the  member  which  qualify  or  disqualify  him 
for  a  seat  in  this  Flouse,  then  the  House  has  ju- 
risdiction to  determine  his  right  to  a  seat,  based 
upon  his' opinions  when  he  comes  here  from  the 
people  in  the  first  instance.  If  he  can  be  expelled 
he  may  be  rejected  on  account  of  his  opinions. 
Opinions  which  would  disqualify  a  sitting  mem- 
ber would  prevent  his  taking  his  seat. 

Sir,  the  doctrine  that  we  can  expel  a  member 
for  the  opinions  he  entertains  is  monstrous.  I 
was  amazed  at  the  position  taken  by  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis] 
last  evening,  that  it  is  not  for  his  opinions  that  it 
is  sought  to  expel  him,  but  for  his  judgment 
formed  and  delivered.  It  is  difficult  to  perceive 
the  distinction  between  opinion  and  judgment  in 
this  instance.  But  if  a  Representative  has  a  set- 
tled judgment  upon  the  public  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try, has  he  not  the  right,  is  it  not  his  duty  to  pre' 
sent  that  judgment  for  consideration  ?  An  honest 
man  cannot  chatige  his  convictions  by  his  own 
will  or  the  will  of  any  other  man.  Honest  con- 
victions are  above  the  control  of  force  or  power; 
they  are  above  the  jurisdiction  and  control  of  this 
House.  Members  are  sent  here  to  represent  dif- 
ferent views  and  opinions.  It  is  acts,  "  disorderly 
conduct,"  and  not  the  expression  of  opinion,  for 
which  this  House  may  expel  or  punish. 

But,  sir,  what  is  the  offense  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.'  He  has  stated  what  he  believes  to  be 
a  fact,  and  I  and  a  majority  of  this  House  disa- 
gree with  him.     He  says: 

"I  now  believe  that  there  are  but  two  alternatives,  and 
tliey  are,  eitlior  an  acknowledgment  of  the  independence 
of  the  Soutli  as  an  independent  nation,  or  their  complete 
subjugation  and  extermination  as  a  people;  and  of  these 
alternatives  I  prefer  the  former." 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  not  yet  come  to  the  con- 
clusion of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I  have  not 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  secession  is  a  fixed, 
unalterable  fact.  I  have  not  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  these  two  alternatives  of  the  gentleman 
are  the  only  alternatives  presented  to  this  country. 
It  is  possible  they  may  be.  The  gentleman  may 
be  right,  and  I  may  be  wrong.  He  has  come  to 
his  conclusion  "  reluctantly  and  despondingly, 
tha^  the  Union  ia  lost,  never  to  be  restored."  He 
"  regards  all  dreams  of  the  reetoration  of  the 
Union,  which  were  the  pride  of  his  life,  and  to 
restore  which  even  now  he  would  jiour  out  his 
heart's  blood,  as  worse  than  idle."  He  has  come 
to  his  conclusion  honestly.  I  as  honestly,  i  be- 
lieve, hope  that  I  am  right  and  ho  is  wrong.     1 


cannot  agree  with  him  or  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  whom  he  quotes  as  authority,  that' 
the  confederate  States  are  out  of  the  Union.  But, 
sir,  it  is  the  high  right, prerogative,  and  privilege 
of  these  gentlemen,  and  every  gentleman  on  this 
floor,  to  entertain  and  present  for  the  considera- 
tion of  this  House,  at  the  proper  time  and  in  the 
proper  manner,  such  opinions  upon  the  stateand 
condition  of  the  country  as  their  judgment  and 
conscience  dictate.  He  can  as  an  honest  man  en- 
tertain no  other,  and  with  that  this  House  has 
nothing  to  do. 

I  say,  therefore,  there  never  was  a  more  dan- 
gerous or  alarming  proposition  presented  to  any 
deliberative,  representative  body,  than  that  of 
expelling  one  of  its  members  for  opinions  he  may 
entertain.  Sir,  this  question  rises  infinitely  higher 
than  the  right  or  wrong  of  the  opinions  them- 
selves. It  involves,  the  whole  question  of  the 
right  of  minorities  to  representation,  and  individ- 
ual liberty  of  conscience.  To  concede  the  power 
or  right  of  expulsion  in  this  case  would  concede 
away  that  prerogative  for  which  the  immoital  ex- 
pounder of  the  Constitution  so  eloquently  con- 
tended in  those  ever-to-be-remcmbered  words: 

"  It  is  the  ancient  aiid  undoubted  prerogative  of  this  peo- 
ple to  canvass  public  measures  and  the  ni<;rits  of  public 
men.  It  is  a  homebred  right,  a  fireside  privilege.  It  hatli 
been  enjoyed  in  every  house,  cottage,  arid  cabin  in  the  na- 
tion. It  is  not  to  be  drawn  into  controversy.  It  is  as  un- 
doubted as  the  right  of  breatliing  tlie  air,  or  walking  on  the 
earth.  Belonging  to  private  life  as  a  right,  it  belongs  to 
public  life  as  a  duty,  and  it  is  the  last  duty  which  those 
wliose  representative  I  am  shall  find  me  to  abandon.  Aim- 
ing at  all  times  to  be  courteous  and  temperate  in  its  use, 
exceyt  when  tlie  right  itself  is  (jucslioned,  I  shall  place  my.-iClf 
on  the  e.ttreme  boundary  of  my  right,  and  bid  dc/iance  to 
any  arm  lliat  would  move  me  from  my  ground.  This  higli 
constitutional  privilege  I  shall  defend  and  exercise  within 
this  House  and  in  all  places ;  in  time  of  j>eace,  in  time  of 
war,  and  at  ail  times.  Living,  I  shall  assert  it,  and  sliould 
I  leave  no  other  inlierilance  to  niy  children,  by  the  blessing 
of  God  I  will  leave  them  the  inheritance  of  free  principles 
and  the  example  of  a  manly,  independent,  and  constitu- 
tional defense  of  them." 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  profess  to  believe  that  there 
is  danger  now  because  we  are  engaged  in  wixr. 
Webster  asserted  the.right  as  existing  at  all  times, 
"in  war  as  well  as  peace."  If  the  opinions  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  are  so  clearly  arid  fla- 
grantly wrong,  where  is  the  danger?  Who  fears 
that  the  truth  will  not  prevail: 

Jefferson,  in  his  first  message,  speaking  on  this 
subject,  said : 

"And  let  us  reflect  that,  having  banished  from  our  land 
that  religious  intolerance  under  which  mankind  so  long 
bled  and  sufTered.  we  have  yet  gained  little  if  we  counte- 
nance a  political  intolerance  as  despotic,  as  wicked,  and 
capable  of  as  bitter  and  bloody  persecutions."  *  *  * 
"If  there  be  any  anu)ng  us  who  would  wish  to  dissolve 
this  Union,  or  to  ctiangeits  republican  form,  let  IIkhu  stand, 
undisturbed,  as  monuments  of  the  safety  with  which  error 
of  opinion  may  be  tolerated  where,  reason  is  left  free  to 
combat  it." 

There  can  be  no  danger  for  truth  in  such  a 
contest.  It  is  error  only  that  is  fearful  and  intol- 
erant. Wrongand  oppression  would  shrink  from 
a  fair,  open,  and  msyily  warfare. 

But,  sir,  there  is  nothing  iii  the  opinions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  but  what,  if  he  believed 
them,  he  had  a  right,  as  a  Representative, to  utter 
in  any  event.  Nay,  it  wns  his  solemn  duty  to 
bring  the  subject  before  this  House  and  preKent 
it  to  the  country.  This  is  a  Government  of  the 
people,  and  they  are  entitled  to  the  information. 

Some  of  the  Republican  papers  of  the  cotintry 
are  frank  and  manly  enough  to  see  and  declare 
the  folly  of  this  farce.  The  New  York  Times 
of  yesterday,  which  1  hold  in  my  hand-,  says: 

"In  our  judgment,  the  Speaker's  zeal  outruns  his  dis- 
cretion.    His  resolution  is  neither  right  nor  expedicnty^ 

The  New  York  Evenitig  Post,  also  a  Repub- 
lican paper,  says: 

"  But  there  is  more  than  a  question  of  mere  party  ex- 
pediency in  this  matter.  iMr.  Long's  was  a  perfectly 
legitimate  expression  of  opinion.  He  thinks  that  the  rebel* 
must  be  allowed  to  go  in  peace  or  be  extiipated;  and  ha 
stated  his  lliouglit  calmly  and  re.-peetfully,  in  propei 
words."  *•**<<  'I'rutii  has  never  any- 
thing to  fear  from  an  open  and  lace-to-face  encounter  With 
falseiiood." 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  did  hope  that  this  resolution, 
so  manifestly  wrong,  would  ere  this  have  found 
some  opponent  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
I  did  hope  there  wns  some  good  lawyer,  some 
bold,  honest  Republican  on  this  floor,  who,  pre- 
ferring freedom  of  speech,  and  desiring  to  pre- 
serve the  dignity  and  character  and  privili-ges  of 
the  American  House  of  Representatives,  would 
have  proposed  the  withdrawal  of  the  resolution. 
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I  (lid  helinve  there  were  some  statesmen  among 
the  lli'puljlicaiis  of  this  Housfi  wlio,  accustomed 
to  indulge  in  greater  tVecdom  and  latitude  of  de- 
bate than  even  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  would 
have  before  now  risen  and  vindicated  the  privi- 
lege which  they  have  enjoyed.  Are  gentlemen 
willing  by  their  action  on  tliis  resolution  to  pass 
sentence  of  condemiintion  and  cenxure  upon  their 
own  conduct  in  this  House?  Will  you,  for  the 
purpose  of  gratifying  mere  party  malice  or  hatred, 
abridge  the  privileges  and  britig  dishonor  upon 
the  American  Congress? 

Sir,  if  you  desire  to  [Prevent  mischief  and  the 
giving  of  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the 
country,  if  you  would  not  injure  the  cause  of  the 
Government,  let  no  act  of  ours  show  to  the  rebels, 
the  country,  or  the  world,  that  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  there  is  a  smothered  sympathy 
with  rebellion,  which  can  only  be  kept  down  by 
the  restrictions  put  upon  debate,  and  the  fear  of 
punishment  and  expulsion.     What  is  there  in  the 

fentleman's  speech  that  can  comfort  the  rebels? 
Ic  declares  that  he  speaks  for  himself,  and  more 
than  admits  that  he  stands"alone,  differing  with 
the  party  with  which  he  had  been  identified.  He 
declares  his  love  and  attachment  for  the  Union, 
his  willingness  to  lay  down  his  life  to  preserve  it. 
If  he  (/ocs  doubt  its  restoration,  he  doubts  as  much 
the  recognition  of  the  confederates,  and  holds  out 
to  them  with  no  less  doubts  the  alternative  of 
subjugation  and  extermination.  I  have  said  I  do 
notagree  with  thegentleman.  1  cannotsay,  how- 
ever, that  he  has  no  reason  to  doubt  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Union.  Many  of  the  best  men  in  the 
country  have  believed  that  war  would  result  in 
disunion.  Hon.  Robert  J.  Walker,  who  is  now 
in  the  employment  of  this  Administration,  once 
said : 

"  Will  civil  war  preserve  or  restore  the  Union?"  * 
*  *  *  "  Can  ;i  vanqnislied  State,  even  il'slLo.  can 
be  vanquished,  ever  again  become  a  member  of  the  fed- 
eral Union?  No,  my  countrymeji  ;  hu  us  learn,  ere  it  ho 
too  late,  that  tliis  never  can  be  a  Union  of  victor  and  van- 
quished, of  sovereij^n  and  subject  States,  but  must  be  a 
Union  of  equals,  which  is  the  Union  of  the  Constitution. 
It  must  be  a  cordial  and  fraternal'Uiiion,  founded  on  inter- 
est and  cemented  by  alfticlion.  This  was  the  Union 
(bunded  by  Washington  and  Franklin  and  the  patriots  and 
statesmen  of  the  Kcivohnion  ;  and  that  is  the  only  Union 
that,  can  bo  preserved  and  perpetuated.  You  might  per- 
haps, by  superior  force,  drench  in  blood  the  fields  of  a  sis- 
ter Slate;  you  might  perhaps  wrap  her  villages  in  flames; 
hut  you  could  never  afterwards  restore  such  a  Slate  to  the 
Union  established  by  the  Constitution.  No,  fellow  cit- 
izens, when  the  star  of  the  State  is  extinguished  in  blood, 
it  can  mver  beam  again  in  the  banner  of  the  Union,  for  it 
will  no  longiT  be  an  equal,  a  sovereign,  or  a  sister  State." 

Look  at  the  references  which  the  gentleman 
makes  to  your  own  partisan  orators  to  the  same 
purport,  and  is  it  strange  that  he  doubts  the  res- 
toration of  the  Union?  And  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  leading  Republicans  on  this  floor  have  de- 
clared themselves  opposed  to  the  restoration  of 
'♦the  Union  as  it  was,"  ia  it  crime  deserving  ex- 
pulsion that  lie  fears  you  may  prevent  it? 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  greatly  fe|ir,  although  I  enter- 
tain sentiments  of  personal  respect  for  the  gen- 
tleman" who  introduced  this  resolution,  that 
there  is  something  beyond  mi're  sense  of  duty 
that  prompted  this  movement  in  this  House.  I 
give  him  full  credit  for  his  explanation.  But 
there  are  some  grounds  for  suspecting  that  these 
proceedings  were  to  be  taken;  that  they  are  not 
impromptu;  that  they  were  not  alone  from  the 
cogitations  of  one  niirht. 

lion.  John  W.  Forney  said  not  long  ago, 
through  the  Philadelphia  Press: 

'•  Silence  every  tongue  that  does  not  speak  with  respect 
of  t*e  cause  and  the  (lag.  Do  away  witli  luxuries,  with 
pontiles,  with  comtbrls.  I.ei  us  cease  for  the  present  to 
opeak  of  laws  and  restrictions,  and  what  are  called  safe- 
guards." 

And  the  Boston  Commonwealth,  previous  to 
this  Rcs.iion  of  Congress,  said: 

"Ohio,  with  its  nimty  thousand  Republican  majority, 
will  b';  repre»ented  by  (ivo  Kcpublicans  and  a  dozen  or 
more  copiirrlieads.  It  is  fitliiiK  that  Ibis  misreprnsi'iitation 
of  popular  seiitiinent  in  the  great  Slate  of  the  West  should 
be  ofl-et.  if  ne'ji<flury,  by  a  loyal  delegation  froni  Delaware 
and  .Maryland,  ikoii  eicji  althe  expanse  of  militnry  inlcrfcr- 
enr.e.  If  laws  are  silent,  amid  the  clank  of  arms  we  must 
take  cnri^  that  the  aggregatu  public  opinion  of  the  country 
jZ/tairw  Tccof^nilioii  somehow  or  oilier." 

Major  General  Halleck,  in  April,  1863,  wrote 
to  the  Union  square  meeting  in  New  York  that — 

"'I'lie  Army  will  ere  long  crush  rt^belllon  In  the  Pniilh, 
and  then  plnm  their  heels  upon  the  heads  ofsncaldn^  traitors 
in  the  North." 

There  i.^  u  deep  significance  in  this  proceeding 


v;hen  viewed  in  the  lightof  these  preceding  threats, 
in  the  desire  to  equalize  the  representation  of  the 
State  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from 
the  second  district  of  Ohio  is  not  without  a  jirece- 
(leni  for  hissf)eech  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
Hon.  Mr.  Conway,  a  member  of  the  last  Congress 
from  Kansas,  on  the  12th  day  of  December,  1862, 
wrote  a  letter  in  which  he  declared: 

"  For  one,  I  sliall  not  vole  nnotherdollaror  a  man  for  the 
war  until  it  assumes  an  ami-slavery  basis." 

Following  np  that  declaration,  this  same  gen- 
tleman, in  January,  1863,  when  tlie  country  was 
in  pretty  much  the  same  situation  that  it  was  when 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  made  the  speech  upon 
which  this  resolution  is  predicated,  rose  in  his 
seat  and  made  a  speech  which,  1  have  no  doubt, 
had  its  influence  upon  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
in  producing  his.  There  is  a  lemarkable  simi- 
larity in  the  two.     Mr.  Conway  says: 

"  'I'he  war  which  has  come  in  between  the  .North  and  the 
South  for  the  past  two  years  iias  made  a  revolution.  This 
is  the  fact,  and  the  fact  in  such  a  matter  is  the  important 
thing.  It  settles  the  law.  No  technicality  in  such  a  mat- 
ter can  stand.  The  war  has  utterly  dissolved  the  connec- 
tion between  the  North  and  the  South,  and  rendered  them 
separate  and  indepeitdent  powers  in  the  world." 

This  abolition  gentleman  says  further: 

<*The  Democrats  will  not,  ofcourse,  listen  to  separation 

for  an  instant.     Such  asuggesliou,in  tbeireyes,  is  treasoji; 

a  proposition  to  dissolve  the  Union,  for  which  any  one  ought 

to  be  hanged." 

And  this  same  gentleman  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion— 

"  That  the  Executive  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to 
issue  a  general  order  to  all  commanders  of  forces  in  the 
several  military  departments  of  the  United  Slates  to  dis- 
contiime  oftensive  operations  against  the  enemy  and  to  act 
in  the  future  entirely  on  the  defensive.  And  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive enter  into  negotialions  with  the  authorities  of  the 
confederate  States  with  reference  to  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties, based  on  the  following  propositions:  1.  Recognition 
of  the  independence  of  the  confederate  States." 

Mr.  S[)caker,  here  we  have  the  proposition  for 
recognition  of  the  confederate  States  distinctly 
made  by  a  Republican  member  of  Congress  who, 
before  the  session,  had  declared  his  purpose  not 
to  "vote  another  man  or  another  dollar  for  the 
war."  Our  present  worthy  Speakerand  thegen- 
tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washburne]  are  both 
in  the  House,  and  neither  of  them  presents  resolu- 
tions of  censure  or  expulsion.  Ho  is  not  even 
called  to  order.  If  patriotism  and  duty  required 
the  rebuke  and  censure  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  did  it  not  equally  demand  the  rebuke  and 
censure  of  the  gentleman  from  Kansas?  Will 
gentlemen  who  then  passed  by  the  speech  of  a 
Republican  without  condemning  it  vote  now  to 
expel  or  censure  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for  en- 
tertaining and  expressing  like  opinions?  Where 
is  their  consistency?  But,  sir,  the  venerable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,] 
whose  will  is  the  law  of  this  House,  whose  au- 
thority goes  unquestioned  by  his  own  party,  and 
whose  wit  and  sarcasm  always  save  him  when 
beaten  in  argunnent,has  on  this  floor  uttered  sen- 
timents ten  times  more  abhorrent  and  treasonable, 
if  words  can  be  treasonable,  than  even  the  gentle- 
man from  Kan.sas.  When  the  bill  for  disinem- 
bering  Virginia  was  pending  in  the  House  he  de- 
clared: 

"I  will  not  stultify  myself  by  supposing  that  we  have 
any  warrant  in  the  Conslilution  for  this  proceeding.  This 
talk  of  restoring  the  Union  as  it  was  and  ninler  the  Consti- 
tution as  it  is,  is  one  of  the  iibsiirdities  which  lliave  heard 
repeated  until  I  have  become  sick  of  it.  There  are  many 
things  which  make  such  an  (.'Vent  impossible.  This  Union 
never  shall,  nrith  my  consent,  be  restored  under  the  Constitu- 
lion  as  it  is." 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  would  seem  ns  though  tliere 
must  be  treason  in  the  heart  to  prompt  such  an 
utterance.  If  words  can  be  treasonable,  are  not 
those  words  treasonable?  The  war  then  raging, 
the  whole  strength  and  force  of  the  country  en- 
gaged in  a  death-grap|)lc  against  an  enemy  seek- 
ing to  destroy  the  Constitution  and  the  Union, 
and  this  venerabh;  lender  of  the  Republican  party 
declaring,  "T/iis  Union  shall  never  be  restored  with 
nvjconscnt!"  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  states  only 
what  he  believes  to  be  a  fact,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Peimsylvania  tells  you  what  arc  his  own 
purposes,  and  that  they  are  against  our  cause, 
against  his  counfry,  against  the  Union.  I  kno\v  it 
i.ssaid  that  thegentlem;in  from  Ohio  is  a  Democrat, 
and  that  Democrats  sympathize  with  rebels.  1 
have  scarcely  patience  to  deal  fairly  and  dispas- 
sionately with  such  a  charge,  but  I  tell  gentle- 
men upon  the  otlier  side,  you  do  not  your.iclves 
believe  the  ciiargc  is  true.     You  make  it  against 


the  party  for  mere  wicked  partisan  p'.irposes. 
You  could  not  prosecute  this  war  with  )iit  the  aid 
of  the  Democracy.  If  they  were  in  sympathy 
with  rebels  or  the  rebellion  you  could  not  carry 
on  the  war  for  twenty  days.  What!  nearly  one 
half  of  the  people  of  the  North  against  you  and 
all  the  South,  and  you  prosecute  this  war?  On 
your  consciences,  on  your  honor  as  men,  you  do 
not  believe  it.  The  charge  is  too  low  for  a  states- 
man; it  is  scarcely  fit  for  a  politician.  Its  only 
eflfect  is  to  stir  up  and  engender  party  hatred  and 
jiarty  strife,  and  alienate  and  make  enemies  of 
those  who  ought  to  be  friends. 

Sir,  from  the  declarations  of  the  leader  in  this 
House,  and  from  those  of  your  other  prominent 
men,  and  from  the  policy  you  are  pursuing,  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  his  two  alternatives  of  recognition  or  exterm- 
ination are  all  that  is  left  to  us.  He  doubts  the 
restoration  of  the  Union,  and  for  one  I  can  neither 
vote  to  expel  or  censure  him  for  these  doubts  or 
for  the  expression  of  his  opinion.  The  President 
in  the  beginning,  and  in  his  first  two  messages, 
pledged  the  country  that  the  war  should  be  car- 
ried on  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union  imdcr  the 
Constitution,  to  be  .administered  as  intended  by 
those  who  made  it.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  on  the  14th  day  of  January,  1862,  in 
a  speech  delivered  in  this  House,  and  which  is  re- 
ported in  the  Congressional  Globe,  says: 

"  Cases  may  arise  in  which  patriotism  itself  may  demand 
that  we  trample  on  the  most  vital  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  this  has  been  done  already  by  the  present  Admin- 
istration under  the  exigencies  of  the  war." 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Will  thegentleman  fromWis- 
ponsin  state  what  gentleman  from  Indiana  sail 
that? 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  supposed  it  was  against 
the  rules  of  the  House  to  speak  of  gentlemen  by 
naiTie,  but  I  do  not  know  the  number  of  his  dis- 
trict.    It  was  Mr.  Julian. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ste- 
vens] says,  "The  Union  shall  never  be  restored 
wiih  my  consent."  The  rebels  in  the  Soothsay 
the  same  thing,  and  are  in  arms  fighting  to  prevent 
it.  Who  is  most  treasonable,  the  man  who  agrees 
witii  the  rebels,  or  the  man  who  fears  or  believes 
the  rebels  may  prevent  the  Union  from  being  re- 
stored?    Is  not  this  the  issue? 

What  quarrel  had  we  with  the  people  of  the 
so-called  seceded  States,  except  that  they  were 
wickedly  striving  to  break  up  the  Union  and  de- 
stroy the  Constitution  ?  1  repeat  it,  sir,  and  I  pro- 
claim it  here  and  now  to  the  country;  it  is  true,  and 
history  will  so  record  it,  the  war  was  consented 
to  and  engaged  in  and  supported  by  the  true 
men  of  the  North  to  maintain,  preserve,  and  de- 
fend the  Constitution  and  the  Union  of  the  States 
with  the  dignity  and  equality  of  each  unimpaired, 
just  as  our  fathers  formed  and  established  them. 
It  was  for  that  purpose,  and  that  purpose  only, 
that  the  noble-iiearted,  patriotic  soldier  gave  up 
the  comforts  and  endearments  of  home,  ot  family 
and  iViends,  and  rushed  into  the  Army.  It  was 
for  that  purpose,  and  only  for  that  purpose,  that 
a  generous  people  poured  in  uncounted  millions 
their  treasure  into  the  hands  of  the  President.  It 
is  that  purpose,  and  that  only,  that  can  justify, 
or  in  any  manner  authorize,  the  sacrifice  of  an- 
other life,  or  another  dollar  of  money,  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  war. 

Sir,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  revolution.  The 
parly  of  the  Administration,  however  individuals 
may  differ  among  themselves  as  to  tlie  manner 
of  accomplishing  their  present  designs,  is  essen- 
tially a  revolutionary  party,  not  alone  in  its  the- 
oiics  but  in  its  practices.  The  very  strength  it 
acquired  by  its  promises  of  truth  and  fidelity  to 
the  Union  and  the  Constitution  is  now  being  used 
to  overthrow  and  destroy  both.  The  very  prin- 
ciples it  avowed  as  essential  to  the  endurance  of 
the  Rejiublic  it  now  denies.  It  ia  idle  to  think  of 
preserving  the  Union  without  the  Constitution. 
The  subversion  of  the  one  is  the  destruciinn  of 
the  other.  They  must  stand  or  fall  together;  and 
the  man  or  party  who  is  false  to  the  one  is  fal.se 
to  the  oilier.  This  is  equally  true  of  every  clause 
and  provision  of  the  Constitution.  He  who  would 
support  the  Constitution  must  stand  by  all  ofits 
provisions.  He  cannot  hold  to  one  and  reject  the 
other. 

But,  sir,  the  ))arty  in  power  has  disregarded  it 
in  all  its  essential  particulars.  What  one  princi- 
ple of  civil  liberty  intended  to  be  secured  by  the 
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Constitution  can  any  man  boast  that  he  enjoys 
to-day?  Is  tliere  a  State  in  the  Union  where  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  has  not  been  denied  ?  Is  there 
one  where  the  right  of  free  speech  and  the  liberty 
of  the  press  have  not  been  invaded  ?  Can  amj  man 
feel,  if  the  hand  of  power  were  laid  upon  him, 
that  the  liberty  of  iiis  person  is  safe,  and,  if  wrong-' 
fully  imprisoned,  that  any  court  or  judicial  officer 
can  issue  the  writ  of  habeas  coiyus  to  inquire  the 
cause?  Can  any  man  tell  hflw  many  of  our  citi- 
zens are  con  fined  without  authority  of  law,  groan- 
ing and  languishing  in  the  forts,  prisons,  and  bas- 
tiies,  arrested  without  warrant,  held  without  trial, 
and  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  cause  of  their  con- 
finement? Or  is  there  any  lawyer  or  statesman 
who  can  toll  you  how  you  can  ascertain  ?  Twice 
during  this  session  of  Congress  I  have  myself  in- 
troduced a  resolution  callit)g  upon  the  President 
and  Secretaries  of  State  and  of  War  to  give  to  Con- 
gress and  the  country  information  as  to  how  many 
and  who  are  now  under  arrest  and  imprisonment 
for  political  offenses,  together  with  the  cause  of 
such  imprisonment,  and  the  partisans  of  the  Ad- 
ministration quickly,  and  without  even  allowing 
a  vote  upon  it,  suppressed  the  resolution.  Who 
thinks  of  these  living  burials,  these  tombs  of  liv- 
ing men?  Whose  turn  may  it  be  next,  and  how 
long  shall  these  things  continue  in  this  land  where 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  are  secured 
by  a  written  Constitution? 

But,  sir,  this  party  of'the  President,  under  the 
nariie  of  "  Union  party,"  and  "Unconditional 
Union  party,"  is  striking  its  most  venomous  and 
fatal  blov/s  directly  at  the  heart  of  the  Union  itself. 
As  the  Union  cannot  be  preserved  without  the 
Constitution,  so  neither  can  it  be  preserved  with- 
out preserving  the  Slates  composing  the  Union. 
The  destruction  of  the  States  is  the  destruction  of 
the  Union.  They,  too,  must  stand  or  fall  together. 
Strike  but  one  of  the  States  from  the  Union  and 
the  Union  isdestroyed.  Destroy  the  dignity  and 
equality  of  one  State,  degrade  one  State  in  the 
Union  of  coequal  States,  and  the  endurance  and 
perfection  of  the  political  fabric  are  gone.  Sir,  the 
Presidentso  understood  it,  sodeclared,  and  stands 
upon  the  record  and  history  of  this  country  so 
recorded. 

But,  sir,  in  violationof  the  Constitution,  in  vio- 
lation of  his  solemn  and  oft-repeated  pledges, 
he  issued  his  proclamatjon,  intended  directly  to 
interfere  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the 
States;  pledging,  at  the  same  time,  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  llie  country  to  carry  out  and  enforce  that 
proclamation.  I  will  notargue  the  validity  of  that 
proclamation.  The  President  himself,  by  argu- 
ments never  refuted,  denied  his  right  to  issue  it. 
Every  lawyer  fcnows  itisan  absurdity.  His  own 
party  are  notagreed  upon  it, and  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis]  tells  us  it 
is  not  worth  the  paper  on  which  it  is  written.  It 
matters  not,  however,  whether  it  be  valid  or  in- 
valid, legal  or  illegal,  the  Army  and  Navy  are 
pledged  to  maintain  jt.  What  right  had  he  to 
pledge  our  bretiiren,oursons,ourciiizen  soldiery 
to  maintain  that  unwarrantable  andillegal  procla- 
mation? 

But,  sir,  all  these  plans  of  reconstruction,  un- 
der whatsoever  plausible  names  they  are  called, 
whether  it  is  the  plan  of  the  President  prescrib- 
ing a  new  and  unheard-of  oath  to  support  and 
abide  by  the  illegal  acls.and  usurpations  of  the 
President,  both  in  the  present  and  future,  or  the 
plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Marylaiid  to  provide 
for  the  rebellious  States  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment, in  either  case  the  Constitution  is  dis- 
regarded. In  all  those  cases  it  is  the  bold,  reckless 
work  of  the  revolutionist,  overthrowing  the  con- 
stitution of  government.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  tells  us  it  would  be  well  to  amend  the 
Constitution,  and  reach  his  purpose  in  that  way, 
but  that  would  be  slow,  and  ho  is  not  quite  sure 
that  it  would  carry,  but  Congress  has  the  power 
and  can  do  it  now  and  quickly.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  hesitates  at  nothing,  but  bold- 
ly Ignores  the  Constitution  and  the  Union.  With 
liim  "  the  Union  as  it  was  and  the  Constitution 
as  it  is  is  an  atrocious  idea."  He  would  strike 
the  whole  fabric  down  at  one  foil  blow.  And,  sir, 
thcgentleinan  from  Pennsylvania  also  tells  us'that 
the  President's  "plan  is  wholly  outside  of  and 
unknown  to  the  Constitution."  The  President, 
he  says,  "  may  not  strike  as  direct  a  blow  with  a' 
battering-ram,  but  with  his  usual  shrcwdnc.ssand 
caution  lie  is  picking  out   the  mortar  from  the 


joints,  until  eventually  the  whole  tower  will  fall." 
A  distinguished  and  eloquent  Senator  the  other 
day  inquiiT-d,  "  Who  now  cares  for  the  Union  of 
the  past?"  The  g;entleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Julian]  tells  us: 

"  Now  is  the  time  to  l)Cgin  this  work  ;  we  must  not  only 
cut  up  slavery  root  and  brnncli,  but  we  must  see  to  it  that 
titese  teeming  regions  shall  be  studded  over  with  small  farms, 
and  tilled  liy  free  men." 

Again  he  says: 

"  Should  both  Congress  and  the  courts  stand  in  the  way 
of  the  niition's  life,  ihen  the  red  lightning  of  the  people's 
wrath  inu.^t  conpunie  tlie  recreant  who  refuses  to  e.xecute 
the  popular  will."  *  *  *  *  "A^ot  even  the 
Constitution  must  he  allowed  to  hold  hack  the  xiplifted  arm 
of  the  Government." 

Sir,  is  not  this  revolution;  bold,  daring,  reckless 
revolution  ?  Is  not  this  destruction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, overthrow  of  the  States,  subversion  of 
the  Government?  I  do  not  inquire  in  regard  to 
slavery  as  an  institution.  lam  no  defender  nor 
apologist  of  slavery;  it  may  be  already  dead,  or 
dying,  amid  the  conflict  of  arms;  it  may  survive 
or  perish;  it  is  exclusively  a  State  institution,  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  the  people  where  it  exists, 
and  with  which  the  President  has  repeatedly  de- 
clared, in  the  most  solemn  manner,  he  had  no 
purpose  nor  right  to  interfere.'  If  it  were  slavery 
only,  if  it  were  one  institution  of  a  State,  or  bne 
State  of  the  Union  that  is  to  be  overthrown,  silence 
might  be  pardoned.  But  it  is  the  destruction  of 
the  right  of  property,  it  is  the  revival  of  Roman 
agrarianism,  it  is  the  destruction  of  the  Union, 
it  is  the  overthrow  of  the  States,  it  is  the  subver- 
sion of  the  Constitution  and  the  wreck  of  civil 
liberty.  Is  it  strange  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  is  disheartened?  Sir,  it  is  not  rebels,  nor 
rebel  sympathizers,  who  must  suffer  in  the  con- 
summation of  such  doctrines  and  purposes;  there 
would  not  be  left  to  any  of  us  the  shadow  or 
semblance  of  the  Republic,  of  the  Constitution. 
In  the  place  of  well-defined  written  constitutions 
and  written  laws,  protecting  the  individual  lib- 
erty and  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  controlling  him 
by  the  mild  influence  of  self-government,  you 
will  have  the  consolidated  power  of  empire,  ex- 
erting itself  in  the  name  ofthe  popular  will,  which, 
undefined  and  undefinable,will  soon  come  to  mean 
only  the  power  of  the  action  or  party  accidentally 
in  possession  of  the  purse  and  the  sword. 

1  know  it  is  said  the  people  of  the  rebellious 
States  have  broken  the  Constitution,  have  sought 
to  destroj'  the  Government  formed  by  it,  and  that 
thereby  ihey  have  forfeited  all  rights  under  it. 
It  is  true  they  refuse  to  render  obedience  to  the 
Constitution,  and  deny  their  obligation  to  do  so; 
and  it  is  for  this  very  reason  that  we  prosecute 
the  war  against  them,  to  bring  them  back  to  their 
allegiance.  We  fight  to  preserve  the  Constitu- 
tion, not  to  be  revenged  for  its  violation;  to  pre- 
serve constitutional  government,  not  to  destroy 
it.  But  I  deny  that  they  have  no  right^  under  the 
Constitution.  Their  guilt  is  the  consequence  of 
their  violation  of  it,  and  the  measure  of  that  guilt 
is  to  be  determined  by  it.  It  is  the  penalty  at- 
tached to  a  violated  Constitution,  and.  not  the 
vengeance  of  infurifited  passion,  which  they  have 
incurred.  The  Constitution  is  nota  mere  contract 
between  two  parties,  where  the  breach  ofthe  one 
relieves  the  other  from  his  duty  to  keep  or  abide 
by  it.  The  duty  and  obligation  to  support  and 
abide  by  the  Constitution  are  continuing  duties. 
No  one  man  or  number  of  men  can  relieve  ordis- 
charge  another.  Every  citizen  owes  allegiance 
to  it  and  has  a  right  to  demand  the  allegiance  of 
every  other.  And  every  one  is  as  much  inter- 
ested ill  its  being  kept  by  himself  as  by  another. 
The  duty  to  defend  and  preserve  it  is  not  a  mere 
selfish  duty,  but  it  is  one  we  owe  to  the  dead  and 
the  living,  to  the  past  and  the  future,  to  the  pa- 
triots who  consecrated  it  with  their  life  blood,  and 
to  the  unborn  millions  for  whom  it  was  made. 

But  if  those  who  have  been  loyal  and  faithful 
to  its  provisions  are  alone  entitled  to  claim  its  ben- 
efits, then  the  obligation  rests  upon  all  who  would 
preserve  their  fidelity  to  see  to  it  that  every  man 
who  has  remained  faithful  and  true  shall  not  be 
despoiled  ofhisright.  That  there  are  some  who 
have  remained  amid  all  their  trial  and  sufferings 
loyal  to  the  Constitution  and  Union,  no  man  can 
doubt.  Indeed,  we  have  the  highest  authority 
for  so  believing.  In  his  message  before  referred 
to,  the  President  himself  says: 

"  Itxjnay  well  bn  questioned  whether  there  is  to-day  a 
luajorilyof  the  legally  qualified  voters  of  any  State,  cxcrpt, 


perhaps,  South  Carolina,  in  favor  of  disunion.  There  is 
much  reason  to  believe  that  the  Union  men  are  the  major- 
ity in  many  if  not  in  every  other  one  of  the  so-called  so- 
ceded  States.  The  contrary  has  not  been  demonstrated  in 
any  one  of  them.  It  is  ventured  to  afTirm  this  even  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Tennessee;  fertile  result  of  an  election  held  in 
military  camps,  where  the  bayonets  are  all  on  one  side  of 
the  question  voted  upon,  can  scarcely  be  considered  as 
demonstrating  popular  sentiment." 

Again,  in  February,  1862,  Mr.  Seward,  wri- 
ting to  Mr.  Adams  by  authority  of  the  President, 
says: 

"  Notwithstanding  the  protestations  ofthe  insurgents  that 
the  people  of  the  insurgent  States  are  unanimous  in  the  de- 
termination to  overthrow  the  Government,  u;e  have  the  most 
satisfactory  euitoice  that  the  Union  will  be  hailed  in  every 
quarter  as  fast  as  the  Army  shall  emancipate  the  people 
from  the  oppression  of  tlie  insurgent  leaders." 

But  we  need  not  multiply  evidence  upon  this 
point.  If  it  be  true  (and  no  one  doubts  the  fact) 
that  anij  portion  of  the  people  of  the  rebellious 
States  are  or  were  at  the  time  of  the  issue  of  the 
proclamation  loyal  to  the  Constitution,  they  are 
entitled  to  its  benefits  and  protection.  Upon  what 
principle  of  justice  or  good  government  are  their 
rights  ignored?  What  is.lheir  crime  or  wrong? 
Is  it  that  amid  trials  and  sufferings  that  would 
have  put  to  severest  test  the  patriotism  of  the  most 
loyal  man  in  the  North  they  have  remained  firm 
and  unwavering  in  their  attachment  and  fidelity 
to  a  Government  that  has  been  unwilling  ov  unable 
to  protect  them?  Is  it  a  crime  in  them  against 
their  Government  that  they  have  been  overborne 
and  oppressed  during  long  years  by  a  powerthat 
neither  they  nor  their  Government  have  been  able 
to  overthrow?  In  my  judgment  if  there  are  in 
any  State  in  rebellion  loyal  men  who  have  not 
bowed  the  knee  to  treason  they  are  entitled,  not 
only  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  but  to  beprotected  in  it  by  the  whole 
force  and  power  ofthe  Government. 

It  is  the  first  and  highest  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  pi'otect  and  defend  these  loyal  people 
from  the  despotism  by  which  they  have  been 
crushed  and  overborne.  To  protect  the  weak 
against  the  strong  is  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
instituted;  to  guaranty,  not  to  overthrow,  the  gov- 
ernments of  the  States  is. the  requirement  of^  the 
Constitution.  To  have  done  this  would  have 
kept  inviolate  the  oath  ofthe  President  and  pre- 
served the  pledges  and  obligations  of  himself  and 
his  party  to  the  country.  It  would  have  fostered 
and  preserved  the  Union  sentiment  in  the  con- 
federate States.  It  would  have  won  those  wlio 
had  gone  astray  back  to  their  allegiance,  and 
weakened,  if  it  had  not  destroyed,  the  rebellion. 
It  would  have  saved  millions  of  money  and  thou- 
sands of  lives.  It  would  end  the  war,  when  it 
shall  end,  in  the  preservation  ofthe  Constitution 
and  the  Union. 

Sir,  many,  most,  of  the  embarrassments  and 
complications  in  which  the  Administration  and 
the  country  are  now  involved,  most  of  the  bitter- 
ness of  party  feeling,  are  the  consequence  of  the  de- 
parture from  the  Constitution  and  from  the  plain, 
simple  principles  to  which  the  President^pledged 
himself  in  the  beginning  in  the  conduct  of  hia 
office  and  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  While  it 
was  supposed  he  was  adhering  to  his  original 
avowed  policy,  the  entire  people  of  the  loyal 
States,  except  the  ultra  abolition  fanatics  and  a 
few  who  may  have  doubted  his  sincerity,  were 
ready  to  stand  by  him.  Party  spirit  and  party 
bickerings  and  dissensions  were  almost  forgotten. 
The  restoration  of  the  Union  and  the  Constitution 
was  the  animating  and  inspiring  cry  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  There  was 
no  necessity  for  arbitrary  arrests,  or  for  suspend- 
ing the  writ  of  habeas  corp^is  in  the  loyal  States, 
or  denial  of  the  right  of  trial  by  jury;  no  con- 
scriptions to  enforce  and  no  riots  to  quell;  no  in- 
terference with  the  freedom  of  speech  or  the  press 
or  parliamentary  debate;  no  mock  military  trials 
of  civilians,  or  banishments  for  opinion's  sake. 
All  these  things  came  with  the  departure  from  the 
Constitution  and  his  pledges.  It  was  when  the 
Piesident  bound  himself  to  the  demands  and  mad 
schemes  ofthe  abolition  fanatics  and  became  the 
mere  leader  of  a  party,  seckingonly  to  secureand 
perpetuate  [larty  power  without  regard  to  the 
Constitution,  and  in  violation  of  his  promises, 
that  it  became  necessary  to  ignore  the  rights  of. 
the  States,  and  to  trample  under  foot  State  con- 
stitutions. State  sovereignty,  and  State  laws. 
Till  then  it  needed  no  executive  military  proc- 
himations  proclaiming  void  the  constitutions  of 
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soven-ign  Stales  for  the  purpose  of"  reconstruc- 
tion;" no  nets  of  Congress  to  insure  republican 
govcrnnieiit,  by  repealing  or  annulling  Slate  con- 
siiiuiions  in  the  rebellious  States  wlien  tlie  re- 
bellion should  be  subdued. 

Sir,  1  deny  tliere  is  any  such  necessity,  or  that 
there  can  be  any  such  necessity.  No  such  proc- 
liuuation,  no  such  act  can  doany  good.  Itis  idle, 
and  worse  than  idle,  to  proclaim  in  advance  a  pol- 
icy that  inust  tend  to  consolidate  and  strengllien 
the  insurgents  and  prolong  the  war.  Put  down 
the  rebellion,  break  up  the  war  power  of  the  ene- 
my, destroy  its  army,  and  if  there  be  butfive  loyal 
mt:i),  five  true  men,  in  each  Slate,  who,  through 
all  the  fiery  trials  to  which  they  have  been  sub- 
jected, have  maintained  their  fidelity  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  Union,  they  are  entitled  to  their 
State  rights,  their  State  constitution,  and  the  in- 
sliiuiions  of  their  States  unimpaired.  These,  with 
such  as  are  willing  to  return  to  'their  allegiance, 
and  such  as  ought  to  be  forgiven,  could  soon,  un- 
der the  policy  pledged  by  the  President,  set  the 
Slate  machinery  in  motion,  wheel  the  old  State 
into  line,  and  let  her  march,  and  again  "keep  step 
to  the  music  of  the  Union;"  and  this,  too,  with- 
out any  act  of  Cojigress  creating  a  new  State  gov- 
ernment. Any  oliier  course  is  revolution.  Any 
other  course  isState  annihilation.  The  President 
nor  Congress  has  any  other  power.  Neither  the 
President  nor  Congress  has  |)ower  to  make  or  to 
annul  a  Stale  constitution.  The  President  with 
the  Army  may  suppress  the  rebellion,  may  over- 
throw the  armed  power  of  the  rebels,"  relieve  the 
inhabitants  of  the  States  from  the  military  des- 
j)otism  that  now  rules  them,  but  he  has  no  power 
10  establish  civil  governments.  His  war  power 
ceases  when  the  war  ends.  When  tiie  civil  au- 
thority can  assume  control,  the  war  authority 
must  cease.  The  war  power  was  not  given  to 
create  or  make  new  constitutions,  neto  gorern- 
inenls,  for  the  States,  but  "  to  protect,  defend,  and 
preserve"  the  old  ones.  This  is  all  the  recon- 
struction that  is  constitutional, all  that  is  needed, 
oil  that  the  loyal  people  of  the  country  desire. 
And  this  the  loyal  people  of  the  insurgent  States, 
of  the  United  Stfltes,\\a.\e  a  right  to  demand. 

1  know  this  is  not  now  the  policy  of  the  Pres- 
ident, his  party,  or  this  Congress.  Neither  has 
any  idea  of  restoring  the  Union  under  the  Con- 
stitution. The  purpose  now  is  to  change  the 
entire  form  of  this  Government;  to  centralize, 
consolidate,  and  build  up  a  vast  central  power, 
which  shall  overshadow  all  the  States,  and  con- 
trol and  govern  the  whole  territory  under  the 
power  and  dominion  of  empire.  They  are  ful- 
filling the  prophecy  of  Daniel  Webster: 

"If  the  iMf<'rn;il  fanatics  and  iibnlitionists  ever  get  llie 
power  ill  their  hand.^,  they  will  override  the  Coii.-ilitutioii, 
FCl  (he  Su|ireiii(.'  Court  at  defiance,  cham^'P  and  inalcc  laws 
insult  IhoMiKclvp.i,  lay  violent  hands  on  those  who  difTer 
Willi  llieai  in  their  opinions,  or  dare  question  their  infalli- 
hiliiy,  and  filially  bankrupt  the  country,  and  deluge  It  with 
Mood." 

But  it  is  said  slavery  is  the  cause  of  the  war, 
and  the  cause  must  be  destroyed.  Let  not  gen- 
tlemen deceive  themselves.  If  slavery  be  a  cause, 
it  is  not  the  only  cause  of  war.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [iVJr.  Julian]  gave  us 
another  cause.  He  tells  us  this  is  a  "  landhold- 
ers'"rebi'llion;"  and  proposes  to  carry  the  war 
on  till  that  cause  is  destroyed.  He  proposes  to 
divide  up  large  estates  among  the /rcerfinen  for 
ihe  purpose  of  a  better  religion,  and  to  prevent 
war.  Sir,  who  can  believe  that  such  a  policy 
will  destroy  the  cause  o/j«fH-,  or  ever  end  the  pres- 
ent.' How  long  after  our  division  and  partilion 
of  estates  before  another  will  be  demanded  .'  Who 
will  be  declared  rebels  next,  for  the  pur|i08c  -of 
another  division?  When  a'nd  where  will  it  end.' 
When  greed  and  avarice  are  the  motives,  causes 
of  war  v^ill  not  be  wanting. 

1  pray  gentleman  to  stop  and  consider.  What 
has  thisetruggle  already  cost.'  Has  it  not  brought 
mourning  and  sorrow  into  every  house  and  to. 
every  fireside?  Have  we  not  loaded  ourselves 
and  posterity  with  debt  and  taxalion  for  all  time 
to  come?  And  what  have  we  gained  ?  Is  it  be- 
lieved tiiat  We  can,  or  desirable  that  we  should, 
subjugate  or  put  to  the  sword  the  entire  people  of 
the  insurgent  Slates?  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [iVlr.  Julian]  tells  us  the  most  terrific  fight- 
ing of  the  war  is  yet  to  come,  that  we  sihull  iii- 
evilably  win,  and  that  we  shall  divest  the  rebels 
of  three  fourths  of  all  the  cullivuied  lands  in  the 
tebelliouuStuU'.s;  mid  tiieac  csUitostuc  to  be  par- 


titioned up  and  distributed  among  the  former  ser- 
vants of  the  rebels.  This  is  now  the  cons/ihiUojiai 
warfare  that  is  being  waged.  No  sane  man  can 
believe  that  permanent  peace  can  ever  be  obtained 
by  such  a  policy.  Six  millions  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  to  be  so  conquered  and  subdued  as  to 
settle  down  in  quietude,  in  peace,  and  see  their 
entire  estates  in  the  hands  and  possession  of  their 
former  servants,  and  those  servants  a  black  and 
servile  race!  Sir,  we  may  conquer  their  armies 
and  scatter  their  war  force,  but  we  can  never  have 
peace  by  such  a  policy.  Remember  the  six  hun- 
dred years  of  Ireland's  struggle;  remember  her 
confiscated  estates  and  the  fate  of  their  occupants. 
Six  million  people — of  white  people — were  never 
subjugated.  To  subjugate  the  people  of  the  in- 
surgent States  will  desolate,  will  destroy  the  North. 
How  are  they  to  be  kept  in  subjugation,  and  to 
whom?  It  would  require  a  standing  army  for  all 
time  to  come  of  a  million  men.  Will  the  people 
consent  to  the  expense,  the  taxation,  the  suffer- 
ing, the  trials  that  will  be  required  to  drive  three 
fourths  of  the  people  of  the  rebel  States  from  their 
homes,  their  firesides,  their  estates,  and  defend 
thc/rec(/mcn  in  them  ?  Sir,  the  "reconstruction" 
which  the  people  of  this  country  will  demand 
when  the  military  power  of  the  insurgent  States 
is  removed,  will  be  the  reconstruction  of  the  State 
authority  under  the  State  constitution.  Negro 
freedom  and  negro  equality  will  soon  be  lost  sight 
of  in  the  mighty  effort  which  a  people  accustomed 
to  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberties  will  put  forth 
to  regain  and  save  their  own. 

I  know  the  President  tells  ua  in  his  last  message 
that  he  shall  not  retract  his  proclamation  of  free- 
dom to  the  negro;  that  "it  would  bean  astound- 
ing breach  of  f!\ith"to  do  so.  Itt^asan  astound- 
ing breach  of  faith  toward  his  own  race,  his  own 
fellow-citizens,  when  he  pledged  the  Army  and 
Navy  to  maintain  a  proclamation  issued  in  viola- 
tion of  law,  the  Constitution,  his  pledges,  his  oath, 
and  which,  according  to  his  own  friends  on  this 
floor,  was  not  worth  the  paper  on  which  it  was 
written.  His  administration  has  been  an  "  astound- 
ing breach  of  faith"  from  the  beginning.  Which 
was  the  most  sacred  and  binding,  which  ought 
now  to  rest  with  most  force  upon  the  heart  and 
conscience  of  the  President,  the  pledge  of. faith 
which  he  gave  to  the  whole  American  people  that 
he  would  not  interfere  with  the  institutions  of  the 
States,  or  the  pledge  which  he  gave  in  the  procla- 
mation to  overthrow  and  destroy  them  ?  The  peo- 
ple cannot  always  be  deceived;  the  sober  second 
thought  will  come  at  length,  when  this  Adminis- 
tration, this  party  in  power,  will  be  called  to  an 
account.  The  people,  the  mas.sesof  this  country, 
desire  the  restoration  of  the  Union  as  our  fathers 
made  it.  The  rulers,  the  party  in  power,  do 
not.  Cover  up  your  wicked  purposes  as  you  may; 
call  your  party  by  what  names  you  will.  Union, 
unconditional  Union,  loyal,  or  any  other,  your 
designs  are  the  destruction  of  the  Union  of  the 
fathers,  overthrow  of  the  State  and  national  con- 
stitutions. And,  sir,  you  may  strengthen  and 
increase  your  power  by  the  overthrow  of  State 
banks,  the  creation  of  agigantic  Federal  moneyed 
power,  your  "  Freed  men's  Bureau,  "and  all  your 
other  schemes  of  empire,  the  day  will  come  whgn 
the  people  will  demand  back  their  Constitution, 
and  will  demand,  too,  that  the  highest  as  well  as 
the  lowest  shall  render  obedience  to  it. 

You  must  not  expect  to  prevent  this  just  and' 
reasonable  demand  of  the  people.  Tluiy  have 
remained  quiet  and  hopeful,  resting  their  faith 
upon  the  right  and  purity  of  the  elections.  That 
faith  is  shaken  but  not  destroyed.  It  will  be  a 
sad,  a  calamitous  day  when  they  fegl  no  longer 
any  confidence  in  the  justice  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise. To  the  ballot-box  the  people  now  look, 
not  without  fear  and  misgivings,  but  with  hope. 
Destroy  not  that  hope.  Impose  no  more  rulers 
or  governments  upon  us  by  force,  oppression,  or 
fraud.  Let  us  have  a  free,  pure  election.  Let 
not  Congress,  the  Executive,  or  the  sword  dic- 
tate the  form  of  the  Government.  Re.'jpect  the 
rights,  the  intelligence,  the  sovereignty  of  the 
jjeojile  to  be  governed  if  you  would  preserve  the 
State.  Stifle  not  the  voice  of  their  Representa- 
tives though  they  would  appeal  to  you  in  hope  or 
despair,  in  joy  or  in  sorrow.  Let  ihis  Hall  resound 
with  free  debate  where  truth  and  not  force  shall 
overthrow  error,  where  reason  and  not  power 
shall  bear  sway. 

Sir,  the  Democratic  party  stand  now  where  tliey 


did  when  the  President  congratulated  himself  and 
the  country  that  there  was  but  one  party."  They 
will  support  the  Administration  in  every  consti- 
tutional measure  to  i)ut  down  the  rebellion  and  re- 
store the  Union.  It  is  an  unconditional  Union 
party;  it  is  in  fact  and  in  truth  the  only  party  that 
is  to-day  .and  at  all  times  for  restoring  the  Union 
as  our  fathers  made  it.  We  spurn  with  utter  scorn 
and  contempt  all  your  false  charges  of  sympathy 
with  rebels,  of  dislctyally  to  the  Government  and 
the  Union.  We  will  submit  to  taxation, and  cheer- 
fully bear  all  the  burdens  necessary  to  sustain 
and  pay  our  noble,  patriotic  Army  and  Navy, 
now  in  the  service  or  hereafter  to  be  called.  We 
will  shrink  from  no  duty,  but  we  will  consent  to 
no  destruction  of  the  Federal  Union  of  these  States 
either  by  secession  or  consolidation.  And,  as  you 
shall  find,  we  will  not  neglect  our  representative 
duty,  nor  surrender  without  a  struggle  our  rightof 
free  parliamentary  debate  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  SiMlTH  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  Will  the  gentleman  yield 
to  me  for  a  few  moments? 

Mr.  SMITH.  Yes,  I  will  give  him  ten  min- 
utes of  my  time. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  Mr.  Speaker,  man's  fond- 
ness for  notoriety,  when  not  well  regulated  and 
restrained,  becomes  as  dangerous  a  propellanl  in 
the  moral  as  the  expansive  power  of  steam  in  the 
physical  world.  Under  the  influence  of  this  pas- 
sion, the  master  works  of -art  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  torch  of  the  incendiary,  and  the  lives  of 
warriors  and  statesmen  have  been  terminated  by 
the  poniard  of  the  assassin.  In  order  that  man 
may  become /rtmous,*he  will  consent  to  become 
infamous.  It  is  upon  this  principle  that  [  acquire 
a  solution  of  (he  otherwise  inexplicable  conduct 
of  the  member  of  this  House,  from  my  own  State, 
which  is  impugned  by  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration. 

.Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  carefully  read  and  consid- 
ered the  obnoxious  speech  of  the  memlier  from 
Ohio,  and,  although  from  past  associations  (  was 
prompted  to  extenuate,  I  feel  bound  to  affirm  that 
there  are  no  palliatives  in  orabout  it.  Why,  sir, 
he  commences  his  wild  harangue  by  announcing 
his  intention  "  to  proclaim  the  deliberate  convic- 
tions of  his  judgment;"  and  these  "deliberate 
convictions"  were  carefully  committed  to  writing 
days  and  weeks  before  their  enunciation  in  this 
Hall.  Nothing  unpremeditated  was  said,  and 
nothing  was  said  under  excitement.  And  yet,  in 
the  very  commencement  of  his  singular  tirade,  the 
member  takes  occasion  to  make  a  vile  fling  at  our 
Chief  Magistrate  by  saying  that — 

"Alitileover  three  years  ago  the  present  occupant  of 
llie  Presidential  Mansion  at  the  other  end  of  llie  avenue 
came  into  this  city  undercover  of  night,  di.sguiscd  in  plaid 
cloak  and  Scotch  cap,  lest,  as  was  ieared  hy  his  friends, 
he  might  hai:c  received  a  warmer  greeting  than  would  have 
been  agreeable  on  liis  way  th.^ongli  Baltimore." 

Thus  the  assassination  of  the  people's  Presi- 
dent would,  in  the  "  deliberate  judgment"  of  the 
member  from  the  second  ;jistrict  of  Ohio,  have 
been  "  a  warmer  greeting  than  would  have  been 
agreeable." 

But  when  the  member  came  to  speak  of  liis 
country  and  Government  the  virus  still  more  dis- 
tinctly appears.  After  citing  a  remark  imputed 
to  the  celebrated  Humboldt — "  the  American  peo- 
ple have  a  Government  vvhich  you  can  neither 
see  nor  feel" — he  proceeds  in  this  wise: 

"  So  (liff(!rent  is  it  now,  and  so  great  is  the  change,  that 
the  inquiry  might  well  be  made  m-day,  'Are  we  not  in  Con- 
stJintinopie,  in  %t.  Pet<;rsburg,  in  Vienna,  in  Koine,  nr  in 
Paris."  Military  governors  and  their  provost  marshals  over- 
ride the  laws,  and  ihc  echo  of  the  armed  heel  rings  forth 
as  clearly  now  in  America  as  in  France  or  in  Austria." 

And  then,  as  to  the  war,  he  says: 

"My  first  and  highest  ground  of  opposition  to  its  fnrther 
prosecution  is,  that  it  is  wroiig ;  it  is  in  violalion  of  the 
Consliiutlou  and  of  the  fundamental  principles  on  which 
Ihe  Federal  Union  was  founded." 

As  to  the  Union: 

"As  will  be  judged  by  the  tenor  of  these  remark."!,"  he 
says,  "  I  am  reluctantly  and  despondiiigly  forced  to  the  con- 
clusion that  llio  Union  is  lost  never  to  be  restored.  I  regard 
till  dreams  of  the  restoration  of  the  Union,  which  wa.s  the 
pride  of  my  life,  and  to  restore  which  even  now  1  would 
pour  out  my  heart's  blood,  as  tvorsclhaniiUe.  I  see  neither 
North  nor  Souili  any  sentiment  on  which  it  is  possibli;  to 
build  a  Union.  Those  elementa  of  Union  «  hloli  Air.  .Adams 
described  havf,  hy  liie  process  of  time,  been  destroyed. 
Worse,  yca,i\  orse  limn  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  rehniantly 
forced  to  the  conclusion  lliHt  in  aitempting  to  preserve  our 
jurisdiction  over  Ihc  southern  States  we  liavc  lost  our  con- 
slilulioiial  form  of  government  over  Ihc  northern,  'J'licru  la 
iiulonu  giugie  vedijic  u1  iheCunirtitutiun  reuiuiiiing.  Every 
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clause  and  every  letter  of  it  has  been  violated ;  and  f  have 
no  idcii'mysclC  t/ia<  it  will  ci'cr  again  lie  respected." 

As  if  to  "  cap  the  climitx,"  lie  says: 
"t  do  not  share  in  tlu;  belief  entertained  by  many  of  my 
political  IVieiids  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere,  that  any  peace 
is  attainable  upon  the  basis  of  Union  and  reconstruction. 

"  If  the  Democratic  party  were  in  power  to-day,  I  havfe 
tio  idea,  and  honesty  compels  me  to  declare  it,  that  they 
could  restore  the  Union  of  thirty  four  States.  My  mind  has 
undergone  an  entire  change  upon  that  subject;  and  I  now 
believe  that  there  are  but  two  alternatives,  and  they  are, 
either  aa  acknowlcigment  of  the  independence  of  the  South 
AS  AN  INDEPENDENT  NATION,  Or  their  Complete  subjugation 
and  extermination  as  a  people;  and  of  these  alternatives, 
I  prefer  the  former. ^^ 

Ml-.  Speaker,  these  sentiments,  so  utterly  dis- 
paraging of  the  Government  of  t'he  people,  and 
so  pregnant  with  political  infidelity,  were  uttered 
upon  tiie  floor  of  Congress  after  the  loyal  citi- 
zens of  the  Republic  i>ad  laid  upon  the  altar  of 
patriotism  two  iiundred  thousand  lives  and  had 
expended  "untold  sums  of  money  to  defeat  the 
machinations  of  the  mightiest  conspiracy  against 
natural  and. constitutional  rights  that  the  world 
lias  ever  known.  They  were  published  within 
seventy  miles  of  the  Rapidan,  upon  whose  banks 
are  encamped  two  hostile  armies,  who  only  wait 
for  a  few  sunny  days  to  prepare  the  way  for  a 
death-struggle  that  will  help  greatly  to  solve  the 
long-mooted  question  whether  man  be  capable  of 
self-government. 

While  this  Congress,  in  obedience  to  the  will 
of  a  patriotic  peo|)le,  i's  heavily  taxing  every  in- 
terest in  the  land  to  defray  the  enormous  expenses 
of  the  war;  while  they  are,  by  means  of  large 
public  bounties,  filling  up  the  wasted  ranks  of 
the  loyal  forces  in  the  field;  yea,  nov/,  while 
our  gallant  sons  are  baring  their  bosoms  to  the 
balls  and  bayonets  of  the  rebellious  foe,  and  are 
in  hourly  expectation  of  the  deadly  contest,  a 
voice  conies  up  to  tlierti  from  the  American  Con- 
gress: "The  war  is  wrong;  it  is  in  violation 
of  the  Constitution.  I  favor  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  independence  of  the  South  as  an  in- 
dependent nation."  Must  language  like  this  go 
unrebuked,  lest,  forsooth,  we  may  be  obnoxious 
to  the  charge  of  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech? 
On  the  contrary,  I  hold  it  to  be  a  criminal  licen- 
tiousness of  speech,  which, if  not  restrained,  will 
do  more  to  sap  the  foundations  of  our  Republic 
than  the  armed  cohorts  of  the  southern  rebellion. 
1'lie  only  safe  criterion  for  "  free  speech"  in  these 
HaiU  is  the  old  Roman  caveat:  "  See  to  itthatthc 
Republic  take  no  detriment  thereby."  It  will 
not  do  for  a  member  on  this  floor  to  point  out  in 
his  speech  I  he  way  for  General  Lee  to  move  his 
army  into  Washington  under  the  claim  that  he 
has  a  right  to  speak  freely.  The  nature  and  ob- 
vious import  and  eftect  of  the  speech  is  subject 
to  the  criticism  of  ihe  constitutional  number  of 
his  fellow-members,  always  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. The  "illustrious  exile,"  Ss  my 
friend  from  the  Columbus  district  calls  him,  is 
"  waiting  and  watching  over  the  border"  because 
lie  indulged  in  too  much  license  of  speech.  And 
so  it  must  be,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  in 
Congress  and  out  of  Congress.  No  citizen  can 
be  permitted  to  utter  sentiments,  in  time  of  war, 
that  shall  distract  and  dishearten  our  own  soldiers 
or  .strengihei)  the  hands  and  hearts  of  the  common 
enemy. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  in  favor  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution.- 

Before  I  take  my  seat  I  wish  publicly  to  deny 
the  allegation  in  reference  to  myself  which  was 
read  on  yesterday  from  a  book  sent  to  the  Clerk's 
desk  by  the  member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fer- 
nando Wood.]  1  was  represented  as  having 
said  in  a  speech  at  the  Fremont  convention  in 
Philadelphia  that  "  tlje  Union  might  go;  no  mat- 
ter how  soon,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  It  is  suf- 
ficient for  me  to  say  that  I  made  no  speech  at 
Philadelphia  on  that,  and,  I  think,  on  no  other  oc- 
casion. Sure  I  am  that  the  sentiment  imputed 
to  me  was  never  entertained  and  never  uttered 
at  any  time  nor  in  any  place.  ■ 

So  far  from  advocating  or  desiring  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union,  1  have  already  during  this 
Congress  assumed  the  last  of  the  alternatives  of 
the  member  from  Ohio  as  my  peculiar  doctrine: 
exterminate  the  rebels  jatlier  than  acknowledge 
them  as  an  independent  nation. 

ENROLLED  KILL  SIGNED. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  tlii'y  had  examined  ntid  found 


truly  enrolled  an  act  extending  the  time  within 
which  the  States  and  Territories  may  accept  the 
grant  of  lands  made  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
donating  public  lands  to  the  several  Stales  and 
Territories  which  may  provide  colleges  for  the 
benefit  of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts," 
approved  July  2, 1862;  when  the  Speaker  signed 
the  same. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
House  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  in  relation  to  an  appropriation  for  the 
Navajo  Indians  in  New  Mexico;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKERpro  tempore,  also,  by  unanimous 
consent,  laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting,  in 
reply  to  various  resolutions  of  the  House,  in- 
formation in  regard  to  armored  vessels,  their  effi- 
ciency and  capability,  and  the  services  which  may 
have  been  performed  by  them,  especially  in  the 
operations  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
PKOPOSED   EXPULSION  OF  A  MEMBER AGAIN. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  consequence 
of  my  absence  Friday  last  1  did  not  hear  the  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,]  and 
therefore  cannot  judge  of  the  feeling  that  accom- 
panied the  sentiments  of  thatspeech.  After  read- 
ing it,  however,  and  carefully  examining  it,  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  scarcely  a 
sentiment  or  a  word  emanating  from  that  gentle- 
man, whom  I  regard  personally  very  highly,  that 
I  can,  as  a  representative  of  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  in  any«  wise  indorse,  nor 
do  I  believe  they  are  sentiments  such  as  should 
be  uttered  in  this  House;  for  Vv'hatever  may  be 
the  political  prejudices  of  men,  however  much 
they  may  cling  to  parties,  however  much  men 
may  adhere  to  that  party  known  as  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  or  to  aay  other  party  in  the  United 
States,  there  is  no  justification, under  the  circum- 
stances by  which  we  are  surrounded,  for  them  to 
utter  a  single  sentiment  or  breathe  a  word  or  en- 
tertain an  opinion  or  feeling  that  is  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  Government,  or  in  any  wise 
giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels  in  arms.  I 
have  been  forcibly  struck  with  the  persistency  of 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  to 
throw  the  whole  responsibility  of  this  war  upon 
the  people  of  the  North,  and  to  charge  upon  a 
certain  class  of  men  in  the  North  that  but  for  them 
there  would  have  been  no  war  and  no  rebellion. 
There  may  be  a  degree  of  honesty  about  the  whole 
matter,  but  I  rather  judge  there  is,  beyond  the  ut- 
terances of  these  men  and  their  professions  of  loy- 
alty to  the  Government  and  a  determination  to 
appropriate  every  dollar  and  every  man  to  the 
subjugation  of  the  rebellion,  a  purpose  and  a  de- 
sign above  loyalty,  to  get  the  "  ins"  rather  than 
hold  on  to  the  "  outs." 

I  believe,  sir,  that  if  there  were  no  elections,  if 
there  were  no  high  ofiices  to  be  filled,  if  there  was 
no  money  to  be  distributed,  there  would  be  a 
stronger  evidence  of  patriotism  than  is  manifested 
here  to-day.  Now,  sir,  upon  every  question  of 
national  importance  there  are  two  sides,  and  I 
beg  thatgentlemen,  while  they  consider  the  char- 
acter of  one  party,  and  bring  out  their  long  bills 
of  indictment  against  them,  will  but  remember 
that  there  is.  one  upon  the  other  side  that  is  as 
dark  and  as  black  and  as  damnable  as  treason,  or 
hell  itself.  I  arraign  that  party  to-day;  I  charge 
that  party  with  being  the  chief  organ  and  instru- 
mentality in  bringing  on  this  rebellion.  I  charge 
that  but  for  them  there  would  have  been  no  war, 
and  that  but  for  them  the  crisis  would  not  have 
assumed  the  attitude  it  does  to-day,  nor  would  it 
have  assumed  the  magnitude  it  now  has. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Fer- 
nando Wood]  sent  to  the  Clerk's  desk  yesterday 
a  lot  of  paragraphs  from  speeches  of  men  from 
the  North  to  be  read  for  the  edification  of  this 
House, and  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  political 
document.  They  were  fiotn  the  speeches  of  four 
or  five  men  from  the  North,  proclaiming  that 
they  were  in  favor  of  the  disunion  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. I  have  before  me  a  much  larger  list  of 
disunionists — a  list  of  men  who  were  in  high 
prlices,  and  who  have  been  sworn,  solemnly  sworn 
at  the  altar  of  the  Government,  to  sustain  the  Con- 
stitution and  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 


and  who,  in  every  sentence  uttered  by  them, 
avowed  themselves  in  favor  of  treason,  in  favor 
of  disunion,  and  in  favor  of  war. 

Before  proceeding  further  gentlemen  vi^ill  allow 
me  to  say  that  whatever  my  political  opinions 
may  be  to-day,  however  I  may  think  upon  the 
questions  now  involved,  I  have  been  in  the  past 
associated  with  and  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

I  know,  although  I  do  not  personally  remem- 
ber it,  of  the  time  when  southern  [People  came  up 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  asking  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  making  a  line  between  the 
North  and  the  South,  and  saying  thus  far  shall 
slavery  go  and  no  further.  1  remember  well  the 
condition  of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  that  compromise  in  1820.  I  remember  the 
peace  that  it  gave  to  the  country.  1  remember, 
also,  that  with  .the  exception  of  a  few  men  at  the 
North,  who  were  considered  fanatical,  and  who 
were  opposed  to  law  and  order,  and  who  were  as 
much  denounced  by  the  North  as  they  were  by 
the  South,  all  parties  cast  their  votes  almost  unan- 
imously in  favor  of  that  compromise.  There 
were,  it  is  true,  certain  fanatics  at  the  South  who 
hated  this  Governmentas  much  as  did  these  men 
at  the  North,  but  the  people  generally  acquiesced 
in  that  compromise  as  a  just,  a  fair,  and  awhole- 
some  settlement  of  the  question. 

1  remember,  Mr.  Speaker,  distinctly,  .that  iji 
a  convention  oT  the  Democratic  party,  subse- 
quent to  this  time,  the  great  question  was  agi- 
tated whether  the  doctrine  of  non-intervention 
should  be  established  as  one  of  the  planks  of  our 
platform.  It  was  in  1856,  or  perhaps  in  1850, 
when  that  man  who  is  gone  to  his  long  home, 
and  against  whom  I  will  say  nothing  to-day  ex- 
cepting what  the  record  authorizes  me  to  say — I  re- 
fer to  William  L.  Yancey — came  before  the  Dem- 
ocratic convention  and  said  that  all  the  people  of 
the  -South  demanded  was  that  the  doctrine  of 
non-intervention  should  be  one  of  the  cardinal 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the  United 
States.  How  did  that  convention  act.'  The  peo 
pie  of  the  North  came  up  and  said,  "  You  asked 
us  for  compromise,  and  we  gave  it  to  you.  You 
ask  us  now  to  repeal  that  compromise,  and  you 
allow  the  doctrine  of  non-intervention  to  prevail, 
so  that  men  from  North  and  South  may  go  into 
the  Territories  with  whatsoever  property  they 
may  possess."  The  North  gave  them  that.  They 
were  numerically  stronger.  They  had  the  elec- 
toral votes;  and  yet  with  a  magnanimity  une- 
qualed  in  the  history  of  the  country,  so  far  as 
politics  are  concerned,  they  came  up  and  gave 
the  South  this  great  right.  Then  came  the  difii- 
culties  in  Kansas,' and  in  Nebraska  too.  The 
South  proposed  to  establish  slavery  there.  The 
North  proposed  that  it  should  not  be  permitted 
to  go  there.  It  was  an  open  field  and  a  fair  fight. 
The  compromise  line  had  been  withdrawn  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  South  by  the  Democratic  party. 
And  yet,  when  the  Democratic  convention  metat 
Charleston,  they  determined  that  they  would  not 
nominate  the  man  whom  they  had  put  forward 
in  Congress  to  carry  out  that  scheme. 

Mr.  W.  J.  ALLEN.  Do  I  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  include  the  whole 
Democratic  party  in  that  remark.'  And  may  I 
ask  him  further,  if  he  cooperated  with  the  Doug- 
las Democratic  party  in  I860.' 

Mr.  'SMITH.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
asks  me  if  I  include  the  whole  Democratic  party. 
I  say  no.  He  asks  me  if  I  coopei'ated  with  the 
Douglas  Democratic  party  in  18B0.  1  say  yes. 
In  acting  with  that  party,  I  cooperated  with  the 
party  whose  platform  and  whose  candidate 
pledged  them  to  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  and  to  the  defeat  of 
traitors  at  home  and  abroad.  [Applause  in  the 
galleries.]  Because  a  portion  of  that  party  dare 
to  abandon  its  platform,  as  did  the  southern  peo- 
ple, and  because  a  portion  of  that  party  North 
chose  to  go  in  sympathy  and  collusion,  and  con- 
cert with  the  men  of  the  South  who  were  dis- 
posed to  break  up  and  destroy  this  Government, 
thnt  was  no  reason  why  I ,  as  u  Douglas  Democrat, 
should  do  it.  The  moment  that  I  observed,  and 
that  the  true  men  of  the  country  who  had  before 
been  Democrats  observed,  that  there  was  an  ef- 
fort made  at  Charleston  to  divide  the  Democratic 
convention,  and  to  put  John  C.  Breckinridge  on 
a  platform  as  a.  sectional  candidate  South,  while 
they  charged  that  Abraham  Lincoln   was. a  sec- 
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tional  candidate  North,  I  then  dulermincd  to  sup- 
port Doujjhis  as  a  national  man,  and  to  tlie  prin- 
ciples of  Douglas  1  adhere  to-day.  Sir,  1  rocclu) 
the  glorious- sentiineiit  uttered  by  liini,  that  there 
are  but  two  parties  in  this  country  to-day — pa- 
triots and  traitors.  [Loud  applause  ia  the  galle- 
ries.] * 

The  SPEAKER ;)ro/em;)o?-e.  Demonstrations 
in  the  galleries,  wiiether  of  approval  or  disap- 
proval, must  be  dispensed  with.  It  will  be  the 
duty,  of  the  Chair  to  order  the  galleries  to  be 
cleared  unless  order  is  preserved. 

Mr.  S\J  ITl-I.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  1856,  one  Mr. 
Keitt,  of  South  Carolina,  who  is  well  known  to 
that  side  of  the  House,  and  who  has  since  fig- 
ured conspicuously  in  this  rebellion,  in  Virginia, 
made  these  remarks: 

"I  tell  you  now,  that  if  I'remniit  is  c\ecled,  adherence 
to  the  Union  is  treason  to  liberty.  1  tell  you  now,  tliat  tlir 
southern  man  who  will  submit  to  his  election  is  a  traitor 
and  a  coward." 

This  speecli  was  fully  indorsed  by  John  B. 
Floyd,  who  afterwards  became  Buchanan's  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

AVliat  does  that  mean?  You  talk  of  freedom 
of  speech,  freedom  of  thought,  freedom  of  the 
press,  freedom  of  action  !  Listen  lo  the  slaiig  of 
a  vile  traitor;  a  man  who  would  tiample  freedom 
of  thought,  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  the 
press,  freedom  of  opinion,  under  his  unhallowed 
and  treasonable  feet;  and  yet  he  is  one  of  the 
leaders  of  this  abominable  and  damnable  rebel- 
lion, who  would  butcher  you  and  me,  and  make 
this  beautiful  and  glorious  country  a  waste  and 
a  desert. 

Following  that,  Mr.  Preston  S.  Brooks,  of 
South  Carolina,  who,  in  making  a  speech  to  his 
countrymen,  uses  this  language: 

'•We  have  the  issue  upon  us  now;  and  liow  are  we  to 
meet  it.'  1  tell  you,  ("ullow-cilizens,tVom  the  bottom  ot'my 
lieait,  that  the  only  mode  which  I  think  available  lor  meet- 
in?  it  is  just  to  tear  the  Constilulio7i  of  the  United  Stales, 
trample  it  under  Jbot,  and  form  u  southern  confederacy,  every 
State  of  which  will  he  a  slaucholding  State. 

'■  I  believe  it  as  I  stanil  in  tlie  face  of  my  Maker,  I  believe 
on  my  responsibility  to  you  asyourhnnnrcd  Kepresniuutivc, 
that  the  only  hope  of  the  South  is  in  the  South,  and  that  the 
only  auaitalile  means  of  making  that  hope  cjj'ectivc  is  to  cut 
asunder  the  bonds  that  tie  us  together,  and  take  our  separate 
vositioti  in  the  family  of  nations.  Tiicse  are  niy  opinions. 
They  have  always  been  my  opinions.  I  have  been  a  dis- 
unionisl  from  the  time  I  could  think. 

"Now,  fellow-citizens,  1  liave  told  you  very  frankly  and 
undi.sguiscdly  that  I  believe  the  only hopeof  the  South  isin 
dissolving  lite  lionds  which  connect  U5  loithlhe  Government — 
in  separating  the  living  body  fromlhedead  carcass.  If  I  was 
the  con)maiider  of  an  army  I  never  ivould  post  a  sentinel 
who  would  not  swear  that  slavery  is  right. 

"I  speak  on  my  individual  "ro5ponsibility.  If  Fri'^mont 
he  elected  President  of  the  United  States  I  am  fur  the  people 
in  their  majesty  rising  above  the  law  aiirf  leaders,  taking  the 
power  into  their  own  hands,  going  hy  concert  or  not  by  con- 
cert and  laying  the  strong  arm  of  southern  frecmenupon  the 
Treasury  and  archives  of  the  Government.^^ 

Monstrous  idea,  unprovoked,  unpardonable, 
'and  notonly  villainous  but  superlatively  treason- 
able; a  disunionist  ever  since  he  could  think,  and 
with  infamous  and  treacherous  words  inculcating 
his  sentiments  among  the  people,  counseling  and 
advising  them  to  resist  by  force  the  laws  of  the 
Government,  tear  the  Constitution  and  trample  it 
under  foot,  and  march  as  thieves  and  robbers  to 
the  capital  of  the  nation  and  steal  the  money  of  the 
j)eople  and  possess  the  aichives  of  the  Govern- 
ment. And  if  he  were  the  commander  of  an  army 
he  would  never  post  a  sentinel  who  would  not 
swear  that  slave'ry  was  right.  Then  he  would 
not  place  as  a  sentinel  my  honorable  friend  from 
Ohio,  [iVlr.  Cox,]  who,  in  his  speech  the  other 
day,  declared  that  the  Democi-atic  party  North 
was  an  anti-slavery  party.  He  would  not  place 
liim  on  the  watch-tower  of  the  southern  confeti- 
eracy,  but  would  denounce  him  us  a  traiioranda 
coward,  because  he  was  not  in  favor  of  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery. 

Mr.  COX.  To  what  gentleman  from  Ohio  does 
the  nieinber  from  Kentncky  refer.' 

Mr.  SMITH.     1  refer  to  you,  sir. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  misrei^resents  rny 
remarks,  and  1  know  he  will  allow  me  to  correct 
liim.  1  never  held  the  doctrine  here,  or  at  any 
time,  that  the  Democratic  party  was  an  aiiti- 
eluvery  party.  1  said  distinctly  that  it  was  nciihcr 
unli-sluvery  nor  pro-slavery,  but  that  it  was  in 
favor  of  the  very  doctrine  enunciated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Keniiioky,  of  non-intervention  by 
Congress  or  the  Federal  Government  with  that 
business,  leaving  the  people  of  the  States  and  Tcr- 
rilorica  liie  full  control  of  their  domestic  tiflairs. 


The  gentleman,  I  know,  would  not  misrep- 
resent me.  In  that  I  differed  with  the  southern 
secessionist.^;  in  that  1  never  had  any  aifiliation 
with  the  men  from  whom  he  quoies,  and  he  isin 
the  same  category  jirecisely  that  I  am  in  that  re- 
gard, unless  he  has  changed  his  opinion  since  he 
vott-d  against  Abraham  Lincoln  and  for  John 
Bell,  who  is  now  in  rebellion. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon; 
I  did  not  vote  for  Bell. 

Mr.  COX.  Then  you  must  have  voted  for 
Douglas. 

Mr.  SMITH.     I  did. 

Mr.  COX.  That  makes  the  case  stronger 
against  the  gentleman,  for  he  is  attacking  now 
the  men  who  stood  by  Mr.  Douglas  here,  and 
who  have  been  fighting  the  abolitionists  of  the 
North  and  the  secessionists  of  the  South.  Why 
did  not  ihe  gentleman  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.' 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  feel,  sir,  that  the  spirit  of  Ste- 
phen A.  Douglas  is  hovering  around  me  now,  and 
that  he  is  intlorsing  every  loyal  sentiment  that  I 
utter.  He  is  saying  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
"  Woe  be  unto  you;  you  have  departed  from  the 
truth."  [Laughter  and  applause  in  the  galle- 
ries.] 

Mr.  COX.  I  did  not  know  that  the  gentleman 
w^as  one  of  the  executors  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas, 
nor  do  1  know  by  what  peculiar  authority  he 
speaks  for  him. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  yield  for 
a  speech. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  has  been  very  kind 
and  courteous,  and  I  would  not  take  the  liberty 
of  making  a  speech  during  his  time.  I  only  want 
to  know  what  peculiar  authority  he  has  to  speak 
for  the  spirilofttie  departed  statesman  of  Illinois. 
If  he  gets  it  from  any  peculiar  relations  he  held 
with  Judge  Douglas,  I  would  like  to  know  it.  I, 
sir,  have  indorsed  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  Douglas 
in  times  of  peril  here,  when  the  gentleman  was 
not  here  to  assist  us.  I  made  the  first  speech  in 
this  Hall  against  these  secessionists,  backing  him 
up  all  the  time.  I  have  never  departed  fronnthem, 
and  the  gentleman  knows  thai;  and  when  he  rep- 
resents me  otherwise  he  does  not  represent  me 
fairly ,  or  thos<!  Democrats  v/ho  parted  with  the 
southern  men  tor  the  purpose  of  holding  the  Gov- 
ernment together  by  all  the  means  in  their  power. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  gentleman  asks  me  by  what 
authority  I  can  state  that  I  am  in  communication 
with  the  spirit  of  the  departed  Douglas.  I  under- 
stand from  the  good  Book  that  all  good,  honest, 
and  liberal  spirits  communicate  with  one  another. 
I  believe  in  the  doctrine^,  and  1  believe  also  that 
there  is  an  impassable  gulf  between  the  good  and 
the  bad,  at:d  hence  I  am  not  surprised  that  the 
gentleman  has  never  heard  from  Stephen  A.  Doug- 
las since  he  depaited.     [Laughter.] 

Now,  sir,  1  come  back  to  the  question.  I  do 
not  intend  to  misrepresent  n)y  friend  from  Ohio, 
for  he  is  a  good  and  amiable  gentleman,  and  I  like 
him  much.  I  tried  in  1863  to  meet  him  on  the 
stump  in  Ohio,  when  he  was  canvassing  for  Mr. 
Vallandigham,  when  I  wasspeaking  forBrough, 
in  order  that  1  might  stop  him  in  his  mad  career 
and  bring  him  back  to  tlie  truth.  But  he  was  so 
swift  I  could  not  overtake  liioT.  Sir,  I  understood 
him  to  say  clearly,  in  the  speech  he  mnde  the  other 
day,  that  ihe  Democratic  party  North  was  not  a 
pro-slavery  party.  I  so  understood  him,  and  I 
ask  him  now  if  I  do  not  quote  him  correctly. 
Please  answer  yes  or  no. 

Mr.  COX.  I  said  it  was  neither  anti-slavery 
nor  pro-slavery. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Ah!  Mr.  Speaker,  I  see  that 
same  old  Democratic  spirit  is  in  him.  He  is  dis- 
posed to  dodge  on  all  occasions,  and  you  cannot 
bring  him  up  to  the  point. 

Now,  sir,  whatever  has  been,  or  may  be  to- 
day, the  opinion  of  that  party  at  the  North,  I 
know  what  the  opinion  of  the  southern  Democ- 
racy has  been  for  years,  and  what  its  allies  at  the 
North  are  to-day.  In  1856,  Mr.  Butler,  of  South 
Carolina,  said: 

"  When  Fr«m(int  is  elected  \vc  must  rely  upon  what  we 
have,  a  i^ood  .State  governinent.  Every  Governor  of  the 
Soulli  should  call  the  l.cgislaiine  of  his  State  togftlier,aml 
have  measures  ol'the  South  decided  upon.  I/' they  aid  not, 
and  submit  to  the  degradation,  they  would  <lcscrve  the  fate  of 
slaves.  I  should  advise  my  Legislature  lo  go  at  the  tap  of  a 
drum." 

This  man  held  a  high  })lace  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation.  A  Senator  from  his  State  in  Congress, 
and  yet  with  bold  and  defiant  words  advising  re- 


sistance to  his  Government  and  the  secession  of 
his  State. 

Not  only  did  Representatives  of  the  South  thus 
speak,  but  the  papers  of  every  description  taught 
their  treason.  Listen  to  the  language  of  the 
Charleston  Mercury,  the  recognized  organ  of  the 
South  Carolina  Democracy.     It  says: 

"Upon  the  policy  of  dissolving  the  Union,  of  separating 
from  her  northern  enemies,  and  establishing  a  southern 
confederacy,  parties,  presses,  politicians,  and  people  are  a 
unit.  There  is  not  a  single  public  man  in  her  limits,  not  one 
of  her  present  Representatives  or  Senators  in  Congress  who 
is  not  pledged  to  the  lips  in  favor  of  disunion." 

All  the  members  of  Congress  in  the  Senate  and 
the  House  pledged  as  far  back  as  1856  to  dis- 
union, and  sworn  to  it. 

Again,  sir,  during  the  presidential  campaign  of 
1856,  the  Washingion  correspondent  of  the  Nevtr 
Orleans  Delta  wrote  as  follows: 

"  It  is  already  arranijed  in  the  event  of  Fremont's  elec- 
tion, or  a  failure  to  eli'ct  hy  the  people,  to  call  the  Legis- 
latures of  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to  concert 
measures  to  withdraw  from  the  Union  before  Fremont  can 
get  possession  of  the  Army  and  Navy  and  purse-strings  of 
Government.  Governor  Wise  is  already  actively  at  work 
in  the  matter.  The  South  can  rely  on  the  President  in  the 
emergency  contemplated."  "* 

Who  was  President  at  that  time.'  Franklin 
Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire !  And  yet  this  writer 
says  they  can  rely  upon  the  President  in  the  event 
that  Mr.  Fiemontis  elected  to  seize  the  Treasury 
and  the  archives  of  the  nation,  and  involve  this 
country  in  civil  war,  secession,  and  rebellion.  I 
have  read  the  evidence  against  you. 

Butagain,  Judge  Daily,  of  Tennessee,  advising 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  said: 

"During  tlie  presidenlial  contest  Governor  Wise  had 
addressed  letters  to  all  the  southern  Governors,  and  the 
one  to  the  Governor  of  Florida  hadbeen  shown  him,  in  which 
Governor  JVise  said  he  had  an  army  in  readiness  to  prevent 
Fremont  from  taking  his  seat  if.elected,  and  asking  the  co- 
operatioii  of  those  lo  whom  he  wrote." 

Now,  where  are  the  men  who  spoke  of  freedom 
of  thought,  of  freedom  of  the  press,  and  freedom 
of  action?  Here  are  the  men  who  denounced  it, 
and  who  allege  that  if  the  American  people  shall 
say  that  this  inan  or  that  man  or  the  other  man 
shall  be  President  of  the  United  States  then  will 
they  go  into  rebellion,  and  then  will  they  sever 
every  tie  that  has  bound  them  to  the  Government 
of  their  fathers.  Is  that  anything  less  than  the 
suppression  of  free  thought,  free  action,  and  the 
constitutional  right  of  the  Amei-ican  people  to  be 
governed  by  the  men  of  their  choice?  Ithasbeen 
the  great  theory  of  the  American  people,  up  to 
this  tiiiie,  that  whenever  we  elected  a  President 
the  rninority  would  submit.  When  the  Demo- 
cratic and  Whig  jiarties  were  in  vogue,  if  the 
Whig  party  succeeded  the  Democrals  always  sub- 
niitted,and  if  the  Democi'ats  succeeded  the  Whiga 
submitted.  But  now  we  are  told  by  these  gen- 
tleman that  this  thing  has  been  brought  upon  us 
by  the  abolitionists  of  the  North;  that  but  for  the 
abolitionists  these  questions  would  never  have 
been  sprung  upon  us;  that  Cliase  and  Seward 
and  Fremoiit  and  Lincoln  were  abolitionists,  and 
therefore  sectional  men,  and  therefore  that  neither 
of  them  ought  to  be  permitted  to  take  the  ])lace  of 
Chief  Executive  of  the  American  nation.  If  they 
are  abolitionists,  what  made  them  so?  Before  I 
answer  that  question  allow  me  a  word.  These 
gentlemen  say  that  the  abolitionists  |)rolong  this 
war,  and  if  there  had  been  ijo  abolitionists  there 
would  have  been  no  rebellion.  Admit  that.  Then 
if  there  had  been  no  slavery  there  would  have 
been  no  abolitionists.  If  slavery  is  the  cause  of 
abolitionism,  and  abolitionism  is  the  cause  of  the 
rebellion,  then  slavery  is  the  cause  of  the  rebel- 
lion. I  say  to  .you,  sir,  I  say  to  this  House,  I 
say  to  this  country,  that  Ibelieveas  solemnly  as 
I  i\m  standing  here  to-day  iliat  slavery  is  the  cause 
of  this  war,  and  consequently  I  am  for  removing 
that  cause.     [Loud  applause  in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  VOpRHEES.  I  trust  that  the  present  oc- 
cupant of  the  Chair  will  not  any  longer  attempt 
to  deceive  the  House  by  his  culls  to  order.  No- 
body can  be  deceived  in  that  way.  The  side  of 
the  House  to  which  I  belong  is  sick  and  tired  of 
the  pretenses  of  the  ])erson  who  now  occupies  the 
Chair  to  keep  order. 

Mr.  GlllNNELL.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  or- 
der.    He  has  no  right  to'reflect  upon  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  ;jro  tempore.  ■  The  gentleman 
from  Indiana  is  not  in  order,  and  will  take  his 
seat. 

Mr.  SMITH.     I  hope,  sir,  if  I  have  any  friends 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1583 


in  the  gallery  they  will  Iceep  their  feet  still  and 
their  hands  in  their  pockets  till  I  finish  my  speech. 

1  charge  upon  the  Democratic  party  that  while 
it  was  ill  power,  and  while  it  controlled  the  des- 
tinies of  this  nation,  it  initiated  this  rebellion.  And 
in  addition  to  theevidence  already  adduced,  I  will 
cite  a  paragraph  from  a  confederate  paper,  pub- 
lished ill  Alabama,  which  says: 

"  No  one  can  be  deceived  as  to  what  are  tlie  objects  of 
the  Cliarlcstoii  coiivcMtion.  Listen  lo  what  their  men  say; 

'"I  want  tlie  cotton  States  precipitated  into  a  revolu- 
tion.'—fK.  L.   Yancey. 

" '  If  I  had  the  power  I  would  dissolve  this  Government 
in  two  minutes.'— J.  T.Morgan. 

"  '  Let  us  Incak  up  this  rotten,  stinking,  and  oppressive 
Goveninicut.' — Gcor»c  Gaylc. 

"  '  llesisiance  !  resistance  to  death  against  the  Govern- 
ment is  wlial  we  want  uow.'—Daoid  Hubbard." 

Tliere  can  be  no  misunderstanding  of  thhs  lan- 
guage, and  how  earnest  they  were  has  only  been 
proven  by  the  troubles,  secession,  an3  war  of  the 
last  three  years  and  now. 

But  further,  sir.  Mr.  Curry,  of  Alabama,  a 
member  at  that  time  of  this  House,  with  the  oath 
warm  upon  his  lips  to  support  and  defend  the 
Constitution  and  Government,  said: 

"  However  distasteful  it  may  be  to  my  friend  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Ulark,]  howevcrinuch  it  may  revolt  tlie 
public  sentiment  or  conscience  of  this  country,  I  am  not 
ashamed  or  afraid  publicly  to  avow  that  the  election  of 
William  H.  Seward,  or  Salmon  P.Cliase,orany  other  such 
repiesentative  of  the  Republican  parly,  upon  a  sectional 
platform,  ouglit  to  be  resisted  to  tlie  disruption  of  every  tie 
that  binds  this  Confederacy  together." 

All  tlie  Presidents  from  the  organization  of  the 
Government  had  been  of  the  Democratic  party 
with  but  few  exceptions;  all  ofCongress  for  nearly 
the  whole  life  of  the  country  had  been  in  the  posses- 
sion and  control  of  this  party;  the  courts  and  all 
the  foreign  ministers,  Lpgether  with  the  tremen- 
dous patronage;  yet  with  all  this,  and  while  all 
these  men  to  whom  I  have  referred,  with  hundreds 
of  others,  were  here  and  over  the  North  and  South 
making  their  vile  and  rebellious  speeches,- their 
ijleas  of  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  press  and 
the  largest  liberty  of  debate,  now  so  eloquently 
reflected  by  the  fragment  of  that  party  here, 
never  admilled  or  dreamed  of  admilting  the  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency,  Mr.  Fremont,  much 
less  Seward,  or  Chase,  or  Lincoln,  or  any  other 
man  of  their  political  faith,  to  any  of  these  privi- 
leges they  now  so  loudly  claim,  anywhere  south 
of  iVIason  and  Dixon's  line.  No,  sir,  freedom  of 
speech  and  the  press  was  hushed  in  that  section  of 
country  and  attempted  to  be  beaten  down  here  in 
the  Cajiitol  of  your  nation.  But  the  lime  is  com- 
ing and  fast  approaching  when,  thank  God,  there 
will  be  all  over  this  land  freedom  of  speech,  of 
the  press,  and  the  largest  liberty.  Mr.  Fremont 
was  defeated,  Buchanan  elected;  this  gave  the 
party  four  years'  time  to  prepare  for  the  more 
perfect  dismemberment  of  the  Government,  upon 
which  they  had  already  determined.  With  the 
election  of  Mr.  Buchanan  there  was  acquiescence 
on  the  part  of  Whigs,  Americans,  Republicans, 
and  Abolitionists;  no  forts  were  taken,  no  States 
seceded,  no  mints  robbed,  no  soldiers  of  the  Re- 
public held  as  prisoners  and  enemies,  no  citizens 
slaughtered  or  imprisoned.  No,  sir,  noteven  did 
those  men  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  as  disunionists 
raise  an  arm  or  offer  the  slightest  resistance. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  how  different  in  1860, 
when  another  presidential  election  took  place, 
and  one  which  resultetl  in  the  election  of  a  man 
not  more  sectional,  but  far  more  patriotic  (1  beg 
pardon  for  the  comparison)  than  the  favorite  can- 
didate of  the  South,  John  C.  Breckinridge.  Long 
before  Mr.  Lincoln  was  inaugurated  President 
of  the  United  Slates,  ay,  on  the  very  day  it  was 
announced  to  the  American  people  that  he  was 
elected  President,  it  was  telegraplied  from  South 
Carolina  to  Washinglon*that  the  secession  of  that 
Stale  was  a  foregone  conclusion.  Not  only  that, 
but  December  2U,  I860,  South  Carolina  seceded; 
January  7,  1861,  Florida  seceded;  Mississippi 
went  out  Januaiy  9;  January  11  Alabama  se- 
ceded; on  the  16th  of  the  same  month  Louisiana 
seceded;  Georgia  on  the  18tli  of  January;  Ar- 
kansas May  6;  North  Carolina  the  21st  of  May, 
and  'I'cniiesssee  the  1st  day  of  May;  Texas  Feb- 
ruarys; Virginia  April  17.  Look  althis  record, 
fenticmen,  and  blush  for  the  party  you  claim  to- 
ay  to  be  the  only  salvation  tor  the  country,  and 
th(!  action  the  leaders  induced  the  people  of  the 
Stales  lo  take,  nearly  all  of  llicm  before  Mr.  Lin- 
coln was  inaugurated. 


But  let  us  go  further  and  see  what  these  south- 
ern people  did  while  they  yet  had  all  the  power 
in  the  Government,  the  Treasury,  archives.  Army 
and  Navy.  These  States  went  into  rebellion  on 
the  days  1  have  given,  and  began  their  deeds  of 
capture  and  plunder,  as  was  their  plan.  January 
2,  1861,  South  Carolina  troops  took  possession  of 
Fort  Johnson;  Fort  Pickens  December  27,  1860. 
This  fort  cost  the  Government$53,809.  Anderson 
was  compelled  to  evacuate  Fort  Moultrie  Decem- 
ber 26,  1860.  January  3,  1861,  Fort  Pulaski,  in 
Georgia,  was  seized,  costing  the  Government  as 
it  did  $988,859.  Fort  Jackson,  costing  the  Gov- 
ernment §182,000,  was  occupied  January  3, 1861. 
Fort  Clinch,  Amelia  Island, Florida,  cost  |l70, 000, 
in  January,  1861.  Fort  iVlarion,  St.  Augustine 
Island,  Florida,  January  7,  1861,  cost  $.51,000. 
Fort  Barrancas,  Pensacola,  January  12, 1861.  Fort 
McRae  cost  $444,426.  Pensacola  seized  January 
12,  1861.  Fort  Morgan  seized  January  4,  1861, 
cost  $1,242,552.  Fort  Gaines  was  seized  January 
4,  1861,  cost  $221,500.  Fort  on  Ship  Island  Jan- 
uary 20,  1861.  Fort  St.  Philip,  near  New  Or- 
leans, seized  January  10,  1861,  cost  $258,734. 
Fort  Livingston,  seized  January  10,  1861,  cost 
$362,379.  Fort  Brown,  Texas,  March  5,  1861. 
Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  taken  April  21, 1861,  with 
stores,  &c.,  valued  at  $300,000.  Nearly  the  whole 
of  this  unlawful  and  rebellious  work  had  been 
done  while  the  Democratic  party  was  in  power. 

The  then  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
abominable  a  traitoras  ever  trod  God's  footstool, 
held  that  no  State  had  a  right  to  secede,  but  that 
there  was  no  power  under  the  Constitution  to 
coerce  a  State  that  did  secede.  He  thus  fulfilled 
the  prediction  of  Brooks,  of  SouthCarolina,  when 
he  said  that  Pierce  would  conform  to  their- wishes 
and  let  them  go. 

And  not  only  that,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  while  he 
was  President  of  th^  United  States  and  had  his 
Cabinet  here  to  maintain  the  Constitution  and  en- 
force the  laws,  he  allowed  that  man  Floyd  to  steal 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  States  over 
seventy-five  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  to  dis- 
tribute them  throughout  what  now  constitutes  the 
"southern  confederacy."  Seventeen  thousand 
were  sent  to  Charleston,  twenty-six  thousand  nine 
hundred  to  North  Carolina,  twenty-two  thou.sand 
to  Augusta,  Georgia,  thirty-one  thousand  to  Ba- 
ton Rouge.  He  had  distributed  the  arms  all 
through  the  South.  He  had  sent  our  Army  out 
to  Utah  to  "  subjugate"  Brigham  Young  because 
he  had  forty-five  wives  more  than  he  had.  And 
so  it  was  with  the  Navy.  Our  ships  had  been 
distributed  over  every  ocean,  so  that  when  the  act 
of  secession  came  we  had  neither  Army  nor  Neivy 
to  bring  these  men  back  to  obedience  to  the  laws. 
And  yet  men  rise  upon  this  floor  and  declare  that 
these  are  merely  erring  brethren,  and  tlie  only 
way  to  bring  them  back  is,  in  the  language  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fernando 
Wood,]  by  peace,  glorious  peace!  Go,  if  you 
please,  to  the  battle-fields  of  Gettysburg,  of  Cliat- 
tanooga,  of  Chickamauga,  of  Shiloli,  ofDonelson, 
ofCliancellorsville,and  Fredericksburg, and  there 
count  the  hundreds  of  thousands  ofgraves  of  men 
from  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  from  all 
the  loyal  States  ofour  country,  and  weep  in  shame 
for  the  utterance  here  of  sentiments  in  favor  of 
treating  with  the  men  who  have  thus  butchered 
your  sons  and  brothers  with  malice  and  premed- 
itation. 

Sir,  men  talk  about  reconciliation  with  the  South. 
Why,  sir,  whenever  you  have  spoken  of  reconcili- 
ation they  have  scorned  your  advances.  When- 
ever a  southern  man  has  dared  to  utter  a  sentiment 
of  loyalty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
he  has  been  driven  out,  naked  and  homeless,  to 
find  a  shelter  only  among  those  who  are  loyal  to 
tlio  Constitution.  Go  count  to-day  the  hundreds 
who  lurk  in  the  mountains  of  East  Tennessee,  try- 
ing to  escape  from  the  guerrillas  of  the  southern 
confederacy.  Go  ask  your  Maynard,  who  stood 
on  this  floor  in  advocacy  of  the  Government  and 
the  Union,  and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  and 
the  protection  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
southern  people,  how  he  was  driven  from  his  home 
and  hunted  by  blood-hounds — ay,  by  hell-hounds 
— to  bring  liim,  as  they  said,  to  justice  for  the  com- 
mission of  treason  against  this  odious  and  damna- 
ble rebellion.  Go  ask  the  old  grandsires  who  have 
been  driven  out  naked  and  hungry  fuom  their  hum- 
ble homes  upon  the  hill-sides  and  in  the  valleys, 
what  story  they  have  to  tell  of  this  "southern  con- 


federacy," and  its  sympathizers  and  minions  in 
the  North.  Go  ask  them  of  all  the  crimes  that 
have  been  committed  against  them,  then  come  with 
that  long  catalogue  of  crime  and  infamy,  and  ask 
me  to  take  counsel  with  or  to  recognize  those  men 
who  would  propose  their  recognition!  And  yet 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  all  his  long  speech, 
and  with  all  his  denunciation  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  the  policy  of  his  Administration,  had  no  word 
to  utter  against  the  man  who  now  sits  at  the  head 
of  the  southern  confederacy,  and  who  issued  his 
proclamation  saying  that  if  v.'ithin  forty  days  the 
people  of  that  country  did  not  come  within  the  ju- 
risdiction, obey  the  laws  of  the  "  southern  confed- 
eracy," and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  it,  then 
their  property  would  be  confiscated,  and  they  must 
leave  the  lines  of  the  "  southern  confederacy." 
Not  a  word  was  uttered  against  liim  when  he  ut- 
tered his  sentiments  on  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  thirty-three,  composed  of  abolitionists,  if 
you  choose  to  call  them  so,  proposing  to  amend 
the  national  Constitution  in  such  way  thatslavery, 
that  vexed  question,  should  be  confined  to  the 
Slates  and  nevermore  interfered  with,  and  that  the 
Constitution  in  that  respect  should  be  uiiamend- 
able.  These  men  of  the  South  rejected  these  over- 
tures and  spurned  their  offer,  and  in  choosing  re- 
bellion in  fkreferenceto  this  com  promise  and  union, 
they  found  men  at  the  North  who  sympathized 
with  them.  My  honorable  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Cox]  electioneered  for,  all  over  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  indorsed  the  gentleman  who  declared  upon 
this  floor  by  resolution  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
dividing  this  country  into  four  parts.  I  remem- 
ber to  have  heard  General  Sigel,  the  gallant  Ger- 
man who  is  now  in  command  in  West  Virginia, 
say  in  a  speech  in  New  York,  "The  only  solu- 
tion 1  can  give  to  the  matter  is,  that  he  wants  to 
divide  the  country  into  four  '  leetle  empires  '  that 
he  may  be  ^leetle  eniperor  '  of  one  of  them." 
[Laughter.] 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  no  friendship  what- 
ever for  the  political  opinions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  on  my  left,  [Mr.  Long,]  but  I  have  a 
high  regard  for  him  personally.  1  think, he  is  a 
very  clever  gentleman.  He  made  his  speech  in 
my  absence,  and  he  made  it  from  my  seat,  sir. 
[Laughter.]  He  left  his  own  seat  where  he  con- 
cocted all  the  badness  that  is  in  that  speech,  and 
all  that  was  in  it  that  is  abominable,  and  came 
over  to  my  seat  to  utter  it.  Was  there  ever  such  a 
desecration  of  a  loyal  scat  on  the  face  of  the  earth  1 
[Laughter.]  And  he  not  only  took  my  seat  in 
my  absence,  but  he  referred  to  me  as  one  who, 
having  been  once  in  the  Army,  had  very  willingly 
and  anxiously  resigned  my  position  in  the  Army 
to  take  a  seat  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States; 
and  he  not  only  referred  to  me  but  to  other  gen- 
eral officers  now  on  this  floor.  Sir,  I  did  resign 
my  position  in  the  Army  to  take  a' seat  here,  and 
I  did  it  for  the  reason  that  the  loyal  people,  the 
war  people  of  my  district,  sent  me  here.  They 
knew  that  the  Cincinnati  district  in  Ohio  might 
send  here  a  man  who  would  not  favor  a  suppres- 
sion of  the  rebellion,  and  hence  they  sent  me  to 
counteract  his  influence,  and,  thank  God,  I  have 
been  willing  to  do  it.  The  gentleman  says  that 
I  was  willing,  more  than  willing,  to  quit  my  place 
in  the  Army  to  take  a  seal  in  this  House,  and  in 
another  place  he  says  that  he  is  willing  to  pour 
out  his  lii'e's  blood  for  the  salvation  of  this  Union. 
How  much  blood  did  he  ever  spill.'  Nolan  ounce, 
not  a  drop.  He  never  heard  a  cannon  fired.  He 
never  saw  a  battery  in  the  field  in  his  life.  When 
he  has  been  in  the  field  for  two  years  and  a  half 
as  I  have  been,  it  will  be  time,  and  only  then  the 
time,  for  him  to  talk  about  saving  this  country 
wilU.  his  life's  blood.  He  says  also  that  these  men 
are  peculiarly  anxious  lobe  reelected  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  loyal  people  of  Cincinnati  will  not  be 
anxious  to  prolong  his  congressional  career,  for, 
having  twice  since  his  election  repudiated  the  doc- 
trines upon  which  he  stands,  they  will  send  an- 
' other  and  a  better  man  in  his  place. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  have  been  an  observer, 
to  some  extent,  of  the  history  of  this  war  and 
the  position  gentlemen  have  taken;  and  I  desire 
to  say  now  thai  1  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  members. from  the  North  who,  in  .<<pite 
of  the  taunts  and  jeers  and  insults  that  have  been 
heaped  uiionthemby  this  soulhern  confederacy", 
still  pander  to  the  interests  of  llie  South,  and  arc 
not  to-dny  willing  to  subdue  it  and  bring  it  back 
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to  the  Government,  nre  cither  traitors  in  their 
hearts  or  cowrirds.     [Suppressed  applause.] 

Mr.  Speiiker,  men  may  ilKrcras  to  the  policy 
of  this  Administrntion.  They  may  think  that 
tliis  measure  or  tiiat  measure  is  wrong.  That 
is  perfectly  legitimate.  They  have  a  right  to  do 
that,  and  1  accord  to  them  that  rigiit.  But  there 
is  a  difierence  between  policy  and  truth  and  princi- 
ple. The  old  Democrdiic  and  Whig  jiarlies  dif- 
fered only  as  to  policy.  There  was  no  difference 
OS  to  principle.  They  had  both  believed,  or  de- 
clared, whether  they  believed  it  or  not,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  maintain  it- 
self; that  it  was  the  duty  of  all  to  submit  to  the 
pov;ers  that  were;  whether  in  peace  or  war,  to 
sustain  the  Government.  Our  motto,  brother 
Democrats — or  rather  those  who  were  my  brother 
Democrats  in  184G — was,  "Our country,  right  or 
■wrong."  We  went  into  the  field  under  that 
motto.  But  to-day,  while  we  may  disapprove 
of  and  abhor  the  policy  of  the  Administration, 
our  great  duty  is  to  sustain  and  uphold  the  Gov- 
ernment and  to  put  down  this  rebellion;  to  sub- 
jugate the  rebel  States,  if  need  be;  to  extermin- 
ate those  in  armed  rebellion  against  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  populate  the  country  with  a  belter 
people. 

Now,  sir,  we  hear  a  great  deal  of  talk  about 
subjugation.  The  word  subjugation,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  only  means  to  bring  within  the  power 
of  the  Government,  by  force,  those  who  are  in  le- 
bellion.  Why,  sir,  under  the  laws  of  yourStates 
and  municipalities,  you  bring  to  the  gallows  a  man 
for  the  commission  of  murder.  Shall  you  not 
bring  him  to  the  same  sentence  and  judgment  for 
the  commission  of  treason.'  For  in  the  commis- 
sion of  treason  he  commits  many  inurders,  and 
should  be  punished. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  PENDLETON  olitained  the  floor. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  hope  the  House  will  allow  me 
a  few  moments  more.  1  think  I  yielded  fifteen 
minutes  of  my  time. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  will  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  yield  to  the  gentleman  if  there  be  no  ob- 
jection. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  but  a  word  more  to  add. 
In  times  like  these  the  feeling  of  the  American 
people,  and,  above  all,  the  feeling  of  this  Con- 
gress, should  be  in  perfect  unison  for  the  putting 
down  of  this  rebellion.  Do  you  expect  to  have 
peace  until  this  rebellion  is  put  down  .'  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  on  my  left  [Mr.  Long]  would 
recognize  the  southern  confederacy.  Does  he  sup- 
pose that  we  would  give  up  the  Mississippi  river.' 
Does  he  suppose  we  will  give  up  Tennessee  and 
Virginia?  Docs  he  suppose  we  will  give  up  all 
the  territory  which  we  have  conquered  from  this 
so-called  southern  confederacy.'  If  he  does,  1 
believe  from  the  very  depth  of  my  heart  that  he 
is  a  fit  candidate  for  Jelf.  Davis's  cabinet.  All 
men  who  believe  in  the  recognition  of  the  south- 
ern confedcracj' should  define  their  position  like 
men  and  go  there.  Let  the  men  who  believe  in 
the  recognition  of  the  southern -confederacy  say 
so  boldly,  and  not  by  their  actions  and  votes  and 
conduct  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebellion, 
and  yet  live  under  the  protection  of  our  Govern- 
ment and  armies. 

Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  better  to  suppress  this  rebel- 
lion and  subjugate,  if  you  please,  those  who  are 
in  arms  against  the  Government,  and  make  a 
great  and  glorious  Union  of  all  these  Slates;  or  is 
it  better  to  let  them  go,  and  have  our  country 
separated  into  small  divisions  and  subdivisions, 
with  its  various  powers  conflicting  with  one  an- 
other? No  man  who  is  a  patriot,  no  man  \vfio  is 
a  siatcsman,  no  man  who  is  a  pliilanll]ropi.st  can 
look  upon  the  om;  side  without  morlification  and 
sorrow,  or  upon  the  other  without  a  determina- 
tion to  prosecute  this  war  to  a  successful  termin- 
ittion  in  the  restoration  of  the  whole  country  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slaters.  I  have 
looked  in  days  gone  by  upon  this  Government, 
with  its  ihirty-fonr  States,  as  a  beautiful,  powiT- 
fiil,grarid,  intelligonl,  and  magiiificelit  Govcrn- 
tneiit,  Hiretching  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific 
slope,  and  from  Maine  to  Florida,  with  its  beau- 
tiful prairies,  and  iIm  uplifted  mountains  kissing 
the  clouds  that  God  has  lowered  over  them,  and 
with  nil  of  its  people  free,  glorious,  and  benevo- 
lent in  sentiment  and  feeling,  us  one  of  the  grandest 
and  sublimest  speetacleR  on  the  face  of  the  rartli. 


Sir,  looking  down  through  the  vista  of  time, 
methinks  I  see  one  hundred  free  States,  such  as 
we  have  to-day,  with  three  hundred  million  free- 
men within  their  limits,  with  none  to  call  them 
slaves,  who  acknowledge  no  master  but  the  God 
who  made  them  and  breathed  into  their  souls  the 
breath  of  life;  with  such  a  country,  with  our  in- 
stitutions free  and  independent,  with  churches 
upon  every  hill-top,  and  school-houses  in  every 
valley,  with  our  people  mingling  together  as  one 
people,  speaking  one  tongue,  and  with  one  feel- 
ing of  desire  for  the  perpetuity  of  our  glorious 
institutions,  then,  indeed,  can  all  of  us  gather 
together,  and  our  children  and  our  children's 
children  gather  together,  and  unite  in  the  beauti- 
ful and  elegant  words: 

"  Flag  of  the  free  liearls'  liopo  and  lioiiie, 
By  angel  liands  to  valor  given, 
Wliose  stars  have  lit  the  welkin  dome, 
And  all  lliy  hues  were  born  in  heaven. 

"  Forever  float  that  standard  sheet! 

Where  breathes  the  foe  hut  fatis  before  us; 
With  freedom's  soil  benealli  our  feet, 
And  freedom's  banner  waving  o'er  us." 

God  grant  that  that  may  be  the  destiny  of  the 
American  people ! 

Mr.  PENDLETON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  COX.  Will  my  colleague  yield  to  me  a 
few  moments  for  a  personal  explanation  in  refer- 
ence to  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat,  [Mr.  Smith?] 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  It  will  give  rne  great 
pleasure  to  do  so  if  the  Flouse  will  concur  in  it. 
I  do  not  ask  any  nddiiion  to  my  time.    • 

Mr.  GRINNELL  objected. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  My  impression  is  that  the 
genileinan  has  a  right  to  yield  to  another  for  a 
personal  explanation,  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  my 
colleague  now.  I  perhaps  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  respond  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  at  another  time,  and  I  shall  doit 
then  more  triumphantly  after  more  preparation. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  have  purposely  re- 
frained till  this  nioment  from  taking  part  in  this 
discussion.  I  desired  to  wait  until  gentlemen  upon 
this  side  and  upon  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber 
should  have  said  all  they  thought  proper  to  say 
by  way  of  criticism  on  the  speech  of  my  friend 
and  colleague,  [Mr.  Long.]  I  desired  tliat  gen- 
tlemen upon  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber,  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis,]  my  two 
colleagues  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck  and  Mr. 
Spalding,]  and  the  gentlemen  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Orth  and  Mr.  Dumont,]  should  have  poured 
out  the  vials  of  their  wrath  upon  the' Democratic 
party.  I  desired  that  the  vocabulary  of  invective 
and  vituperation  should  be  entirely  exhausted.  I 
knew  it  was  inevitable.  I  desired  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Smith]  should  have 
made  his  speech,  in  which,  though  it  was  an  hour 
long,  he  did  not  once  allude  to  the  question 
which  is  pending.  I  desired  that  all  the  side  is- 
sues should  have  been  made,  tliat  every  attempt 
to  draw  o(T  attention  from  the  only  question  be- 
fore us  should  have  been  fully  tried;  and  then  I 
intended  to  ask  the  House  to  come  back  to  the 
consideration  of  this  resolution. 

I,  sir,  shall  not  follow  those  gentlemen.  I  shall 
reply  to  none  of  their  partisan  criminations. 
They  do  not  touch  the  marrow  of  this  question. 
They  are  unworthy  of  the  dignity  of  this  debate. 
I  shall  not  express  my  opinion  as  to  the  sound- 
ness or  unsoundness  of  the  views  of  my  col- 
league. I  will  be  led  into  no. side  issues;  1  will 
be  diverted  in  no  respect  from  the  question  before 
us.  Its  solution  depends  in  no  degree  upon  the 
opinion  of  any  gentleman  as  to  the  soundness  of 
the  views  of  my  colleague,  or  as  to  the  wisdom 
or  propriety  of  their  utterance  at  this  time. 

This  question  rises  to  a  higher  dignity.  It  is 
important  to  my  colleague  personally;  it  is  im- 
portant to  every  member  of  this  Flouse  in  his 
personal  relations;  but  it  is  far  more  important 
inasmuch  as  it  touches 'the  organization  of  this 
House,  the  prganizalion  of  the  Government  itself. 
I  shall  therefore  neither  |)articipaie  in  partisan 
discussion,  nor  retort  the  partisan  allu.«ions  whidi 
have  been  made.  1  shall  confine  myself,  as  nearly 
as  I  can,  to  the  question  involved  in  llie  resolu- 
tion of  the  Speaker.  1  shall  endeavor  to  rise  to 
the  height  of  this  great  subject,  and  if  I  shall  not 
be  able  to  do  justice  to  the  argument,  I  will  at  least 
do  justice  to  myself  and  to  npy  own  appreciation 


of  the  spirit  in  which  it  ought  to  be  discussed. 
And  as  I  shall  not  discuss  the  soundness  of  the 
views  of  my  colleague,  so  I  desire  to  say  that  no 
person  who  has  spoken  had  authority  to  do  so  for 
me.  I  shall  not  in  tiiis  debate. assent  to  nor  dis- 
sent from  those  views.  I  have  attended  no  cau- 
cus called  either  to  indorse  or  repudiate  them.  I 
do  not  know  that  any  such  has  been  held;  certainly 
none  has  been  held  with  my  concurrence. 

Where  are  we?  In  a  deliberative  assembly 
whose  chief  function  is  discussion.  Why  were 
we  broBght  here?  Primarily  that  we  might  rep- 
resent the  views  of  our  constituents;  and  next, 
that  by  comparison  of  opinions,  by  argument,  by 
persuasion,  by  addressing  the  reason  and  con- 
sciences of  each  other,  we  might  be  brought  into 
accord  and  devise  a  system  of  legislation  which 
would  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
and,  by  consequence,  to  the  perpetuation  and  the 
glory  of  the  Government.  What  questions  are 
brought  before  us?  What  questions  are  now 
pending  upon  your  table?  Conscription,  confis- 
cation, taxation,  recruiting,  the  reconstruction  of 
State  governments,  and  amendments  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  underneath  them  all  lies  the  great 
question  of  the  further  prosecution  of  this  war. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  mes- 
sage at  the  beginning  of  this  session,  told  us  that 
he  had  issued  a  proclamation  of  emancipation, 
and  that  so  long  as  he  remained  in  his  present 
position  he  would  neither  recall  nor  modify  it. 
And  yet  we  all  know  that  proclamation  is  as 
worthless  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Davis]  declared  it  to  be — as  the  paper  on  which 
it  is  written,  unless  enforced  by  the  power  of  our 
armies.  The  President  told  us  that  he  had  issued  a 
proclamation  of  amnesty;  that  those  who  will  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  swear  obedience  to  his 
proclamations  shall  have  authority  to  reorganize 
the  State  governments,  even  though  they  be  but 
one  tenth  part  of  the  population,  and  that  he  will 
maintain  those  State  governments  by  all  tile 
power  of  our  arms. 

Following  immediately  upon  that  message 
came  a  call  for  three  hundred  thousand  men, and 
afterwards  a  call  for  two  hundred  thousand  more. 
As  a  direct  consequence,  inevitably,  we  have  had 
here  conscription  bills,  a  deficiency  bill  of  more 
than  a  hundred  million  dollars,  and  regularappro- 
priation  bills  for  the  Army  for  §500,000,000,  for 
the  Navy  for  $150,000,000,  and  for  miscellaneous 
purposes  $200,000,000  more.  Taxation  is  neces- 
sary to  raise  this  money,  and  we  have  tax  bills. 
Loans  are  neccs.sary,  and  we  have  loan  bills. 
Greed  of  gain  must  be  satisfied,  and  we  have  con- 
fiscation bills.  Those  bills  are  pending.  They 
are  before  the  House.  My  colleague  must  con- 
sider them;  he  must  vote  upon  them.  His  duty 
and  his  oath  require  it.  The  solution  of  all  ilieoe 
questions,  the  proprfety  and  necessity  of  passing 
these  bills,  depend  upon  the  single  question 
whether  or  not  this  war  shall  be  further  prosecu- 
ted, and  if  so,  in  what  manirei'  and  for  what  pur- 
pose? This  lies  at  their  very  foundation.  It  is 
the  base  of  the  pyramid  of  legislation  which  iai 
sought  to  be  built  up. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Long]  at  the  time  appro- 
priated for  debate,  at  the  only  time  when  by  the 
rules  he  could  do  so,  rose  in  this  place  and  deco- 
rously,decently — violating  none  of  the  proprieties 
of  debate — with  calmness  and  moderation  and 
dignity,  with  a  sincerity  which  has  not  been  ques- 
tioned, appealing  to  God  for  the  purity  of  his  mo- 
tives, and  to  his  constituents  for  the  wisdom  of 
his  views — proceeded  to  discuss  that  question 
without  the  consideration  of  which  none  of  the 
measures.now  pending  before  you  can  be  honestly 
developed  or  fairly  decided. 

He  said  that  he  believes  this  war  to  have  been 
begun  unconstitutionally,  to  have  been  prosecuted 
in  an  unwise  and  improper  manner.  Pie  said 
that  the  experience  of  three  years  had  led  Iiis 
mind  to  the  conclusion  that  it  can  never  result 
in  a  restoration  of  the  Union,  but  only  in  the  de- 
struction of  our  repulilican  system  ut  the  North; 
that  it-ought  to  cense  immediately,  even  at  the-€X- 
pense  of  recognizing  the  indopendence  of  the  con- 
federate States;  and  he  enforced  hisvie.ws  by  ap- 
fwala  to  your  reasons,  to  your  judgments,  to  the 
lighest  motives  by  wliich  legislators  can  be  gov- 
erned; he  asked  you  to  weigh  hisargumcnts  and 
if  you  could  honestly  agree  with  him  to  assent  to 
his  conclusions.  Will  anygcntleinan  tell  me  that 
this. ie  not  legitinwtc  debate?     Will  p.ny  gentle- 
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man  tell  me  thai  tliese  are  not  legitimate  consid- 
erations and  pertinent  to  the  matter  before  the 
House?  Will  any  gentleman  who  has  enjoyed 
that  freedom  of  debate  which  has  always  reigned 
in  this  Hall  and  throughout  this  country  tell  me 
that  my  colleague  should  be  limited  to  a  narrower 
Bcope  ? 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  misunder- 
stood. The  House  has  ample  power  to  preserve 
decorum  in  debate.  It  has  power  to  expel  a 
member  who,  by  reason  of  crime  or  personal 
turpitude,  has  rendered  himself  unfit  to  perform 
the  duties  or  enjoy  the  immunities  of  member- 
ship; but  it  is  not  within  the  constitutional  power 
of  the  House  to  expel  a  member  for  the  expres- 
eion  of  any  opinion  upon  any  political  question, 
when  such  expression  of  opinion  is  pertinent  to 
the  measure  before  it.  This  doctrine  is  essential 
to  the  character  of  this  House  as  a  deliberative 
body.  If  it  were  not  so,  v/e  of  the  minority  would 
"hold  our  opinions  subject  to  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority. We  would  be  compelled,  at  the  risk  of 
being  expelled  from  this  House,  to  express  them 
in  such  delicate  terms  as  would  not  offend  the  sens- 
itive organization  of  your  loyalty.  Sir,  delibera- 
tion would  be  a  farce,  discussion  would  be  a  sham, 
the  pretense  of  debate  ought  to  be  done  away  with , 
and  this  House  assume  its  appropriate  position 
as  a  mere  registry  of  the  predetermined  purposes' 
and  preconceived  opinions  of  a  majority  of  its 
members. 

And  yet  gentlemen  will  say,  as  they  have  re- 
peatedly said,  that  while  this  freedom  of  debate 
ought  to  be  allowed  in  time  of  peace,  when  the 
country  is  in  a  state  of  profound  repose,  it  must 
be  curtailed  when  war  exists.  1  take  issue  with 
Jhem  on  that  point.  The  time  of  war  is  the 
very  time  when  we  should  consider  these  ques- 
tions; then  our  highest  wisdom  should  be  invoked. 
When  great  dangers  threaten  the  Republic,  the 
people,  exasperated  by  the  passions  which  war 
excites,  or  alarmed  at  the  impending  peril,  are 
ready  to  surrender  their  powers  into  the  hands 
of  their  rulers.  They  are  embarrassed,  anxious, 
longing  for  peace,  hoping  success,  fearing  disas- 
ter. They  cannot  bear  the  uncertainties  of  their 
condition ;  they  desire  more  vigor,  more  efficiency, 
more  raj)idity  of  action,  and  they  believe  they 
have  attained  them  when  they  heap  power  on 
their  favorites.  Then  this  House  should  exercise 
the  largest  liberty -of  discussion;  then  it  should 
probe  to  the  bottom  the  policies  and  motives  of 
parties  and  of  men.  Were  it  not  so  the  condi- 
tion of  war  would  perpetuate  itself — it  would  be 
eternal.  It  would  be  treasonable  in  any  man  to  rise 
in  his  place  and  say  that  he  was  in  favor  of  peace 
upon  any  other  terms  than  those  upon  which 
peace  might  have  been  originally  maintained. 

And  why  should  there  not  be  this  free  discus- 
sion? We  have  lost  our- true  appreciation  of  the 
character  of  this  body.  We  forget  thatarguments 
here  are  addiessed  to  each  other.  We  are  so  in 
the  habit  of  magnifying  ourselves  that  we  think 
every  speech  made  in  this  Hall  will  reach  the  ear 
of  the  country.  That  is  a  mistake.  Debate  is  for 
the  members.  It  is  for  convincing  the  judgment 
ond  influencing  the  vote  of  members.  The  speech 
made  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Long]  was  addressed 
to  you.  Are  you  afraid  that  his  arguments  will 
convince  you  ?  Are  you  afraid  that  they  will  per- 
suade you  to  vote  with  him?  Were  they  so  co- 
gent that  you  fear  to  trust  yourselves?  Are  you 
afraid  that  they  will  produce  an  effect  upon  the  peo- 
ple? Are  you  afraid  to  trust  the  people?  Are  you 
afraid  to  trust  the  power  which  is  behind  you  and 
which  after  two  years  will  fill  your  places  on  this 
floor?  Why,  I  repeat,  should  this  speech  not  be 
heard  ?  Gentlemen  have  said  if—and  if,  and  if— 
somegreat  harm  mightbe  done  to  the  Government. 
But  has  great  harm  ever  been  done  by  the  freedom 
of  debate  in  this  Hall  ?  Have  you  really  any  fear 
of  results  injurious  to  the  country?  Or  is  this 
only  a  pretense  under  which  is  vailed  your  de- 
termination to  gather  in  and  consolidate  the  opin- 
ion of  the  country  and  prevent  its  wandering,  in 
the  least  degree,  from  the  paths  in  which  you 
intend,  if  possible,  to  conduct  it,' 
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I  have  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  expression 
of  an  opinion  in  this  House  under  the  circum- 
stances which  I  have  described,  proper  in  time, 
pertinent  to  the  subject  of  discussion,  is  not  the 
subject  of  punishment.  Over  it  the  House  has  no 
power  either  of  expulsion  or  of  censure  or  of  crit- 
icism. The  history  of  this  body,  the  history  of 
all  free  deliberative  assemblies,  with  almost  abso- 
lute uniformity,  shows  that  I  am  correct.  If  there 
are  exceptions  they  are  but  milestones  which  mark 
the  progress  of  free  debate  to  its  present  perfec- 
tion. They  pointa  moral — I  beg  gentlemen  not 
to  forget  it  now. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis] 
told  us  yesterday  that  it  was  not  for  the  expres- 
sion of  an  opinion,  not  even  for  entertaining  it, 
that  he  proposed  to  exercise  the  punitive  powers 
of  the  House.  He  told  us  the  existence  of  that 
opinion  and  the  evident  intention  of  carrying 
it  into  effect  by  his  votes  on  pending  questions 
showed  that  my  colleague  was  unfit  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House.  Indeed  !  is  that  true?  I  had 
supposed  opinions  were  for  constituents.  I  had 
supposed  that  constituents  were  to  decide  whether 
they  were  wise  and  sound.  I  had  supposed  that 
the  Representative  spoke  their  voice;  that  his 
place  upon  this  floor  was  their  place,  his  rights 
their  rights,  and  that  the  immunities  given  to  him 
were  givenfor  their  benefit  and  protection  and  not 
for  his  own.  The  entertainingof  an  opinion  and 
being  willing  to  express  it  here !  it  is  that  which 
makes  my  colleague  an  unworthy  member  of  the 
House  is  it?  Suppose  his  constituents  send  him 
back,  will  you  again  expel  liim?  Will  you  enact 
again  the  farce  of  the  British  House  of  Commons 
in  the  case  of  Wilkes,  and  which  after  years  of 
trial  it  was  obliged  to  give  up?  Entertaining 
opinions  makes  him  an  unworthy  member! 
Why,  sir,  the  opinions  of  one  hundred  thousand 
citizens  are  entitled  to  your  respect;  they  are  en- 
titled to  be  represented  here  whether  you  respect 
them  or  not;  and  the  man  who  is  chosen  to  rep- 
resent them  holds  a  seat  here  as  your- peer.  When 
you  expel  him  you  disfranchise  them.  When 
you  expel  the  Representative  you  depjive  the 
constituents  of  their  voice.  And  are  they  to  be 
disfranchised  until  they  elect  a  man  whom  you 
may  designate  for  them?  This  question  is  not  to 
be  evaded .  .We  are  not  to  be  led  from  it  by  a  false 
issue.  We  are  not  to  be  told  this  party  or  that 
party  is  in  the  wrong,  these  conclusions  or  those 
conclusions  are  not  to  be  tolerated.  I  say  this 
House  of  Representatives  must — I  speak  the  word 
advisedly — must  receive  the  member  whom  any 
constituency  will  elect  to  represent  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Mai-yland  [Mr.  Davis] 
having  announced  his  opinion  of  the  course  of  my 
colleague,  and  the  reason  why  he  should  be  pun- 
ished, contented  himself  with  citing  twoexamples 
in  which  the  House  had  exercised  this  power. 
One  was  the  case  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Harris,]  upon  whom  a  vote  of  cen- 
sure was  passed  day  before  yesterday.  ,  This  res- 
olution was  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  Wasiiburne,]  who  at  the  tinie  called 
the  previous  question.  The  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland [Mr.  Davis]  is  too  much  of  a  lawyer  to 
titink  that  a  case  is  of  much  authority  when  it  is^ 
decided  without  opportunity  for  argument.  The 
other  case,  and  tlie  only  other  case  to  v/hich  he 
alluded,  was  that  of  Mr.  Giddings.  In  1842  he 
introduced  a  resolution  in  reference  to  the  mutiny 
on  the  Creole,  whereupon  a  gentleman  rose  in 
his  place  and  moved  that  he  b%  censured  by  the 
House,  and  he  was  censured.  Does  the  gentle- 
man think  that  was  a  fair  case  in  which  to  exer- 
cise this  power?  Does  he  approve  of  the  censure? 
Does  he  believe  the  case  was  fairly  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  House?  If  not,  he  will  scarcely 
cite  it  as  authority  for  the  exercise  of  the  same 
power  in  this  case, 

The  gentleman  will  pardon  me  if  I  say  that  he 
diminished  very  much  the  forSo  of  his  argument 
when  in  conclusion  he  told  us  that  this  wJ^s  such 
a  case  that  with  law  oragainst  law,  under  the  Con- 
stitution or  against  the  Constitution,  he  would  ox- 
pel  my  colleague.  If  that  be  the  position  on  which 


the  resolution  is  placed,  if  that  be  the  ground  upon 
which  it  is  offered,  if  gentlemen  abandon  all  pre- 
tense that  it  is  according  to  law,  that  it  is  accord- 
ing to  the  Constitution,  we  will  meet  them  on  that 
ground  also.  For  the  present  we  prefer  to  believe 
the  House  sits  under  the  Constitution;  that  it  is 
organized  by  the  Constitution;  that  it  exercises 
functions  which  the  Constitution  prescribes,  and 
that  its  powers  are  limited  by  the  Constitution. 
We  prefer  to  leave  violations  of  the  Constitution 
to  disunionists,  whether  they  be  South  or  North, 
whether  they  be  off  or  on  this  floor. 

My  colleague  from  the  third  district  [Mr. 
Schenck]  places  his  support  of  this  resolution 
upon  another  ground.  He  says  that  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  provides  that  for  sen- 
timents uttered  in  this  House  no  member  shall  be 
called  in  questiori  in  any  other  place.  Ay,  it  does; 
and  then,  as  1  would  draw  the  conclusion,  the  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  in  this  House  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  legislation  is,  «  fortiori,  protected  by  the  ^ 
greatest  sanctions.  A  member  shall  not  be  called 
in  question  for  a  libel  uttered  upon  this  floor,  nor 
for  any  offense  against  jjrivate  rights.  He  is  not 
to  be  intimidated  by  fear  of  the  law,  whether  in- 
voked in  the  criminal  or  civil  courts  of  the  coun- 
try; and,  a  fortiori,  he  is  not  to  be  called  in  ques- 
tion here  by  the  House  itself  for  the  free  expres- 
sion of  opinion  in  fair  debate. 

You  may  punish  a  man  for  disorderly  conduct 
in  the  presence  of  the  House.  The  Constitution 
expressly  says  so.  There  is  the  limit  to  your 
power.  You  must  bring  the  offense  fairly  within 
that  definition.  The  construction  of  those  words 
is  not  to  be  too  narrow.  Usage  has  given  to  them 
a  very  large  scope;  necessity,  perhnpsi,  has  com- 
pelled it;  precedent  has  confirmed  it.  Yet,  after 
all, the  offense,  unless  it  be  a  crime,  must  be  brought 
fairly  within  the  meaning  of  those  words.  I  take 
it  upon  myself  to  say  that  by  no  stretch  of  the 
imagination  can  the  decorous,  candid,  honest  ex- 
pression of  opinion  upon  a  matter  of  legislation 
pending  before  the  House  be  construed  into  dis- 
orderly conduct. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  If  the  gentleman  will  per- 
mit me  to  interrupt  him,  I  desire  to  ask  a  single 
question  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
we  understood  him  correctly.  Did  he  say  that 
the  power  under  the  Constitution  to  expel  a  mem- 
ber was  limited  to  the  cause  of  disorderly  conduct? 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Yes,  sir,  I  said  it  was 
so  limited.  1  said  that  every  case  in  which  the 
power  of  censure  or  expulsion  could  be  invoked 
and  exercised  by  the  House  for  acts  done  in  its 
presence  mu.^Lbe  broTight  by  some  latitude  of  con- 
struction, whether  more  or  less  broad,  within  a 
fair  interpretation  of  the  words  "  disorderly  con- 
duct." 

Now,  sir,  just  here  I  am  reminded  that  two 
gentlemen  from  Indiana  and  one  gentleman  from 
Maryland  undertook  yesterday  to  ask  ua  what 
rights  of  free  debate  were  enjoyed  in  the  congress 
at  Richmond.  That,  sir,  is  entirely  .immaterial 
to  me.  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  propose  to  cite 
them  as  authority  for  any  purpose.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  limit  or  measure  our  rights  of  free  debate 
by  any  rule  which  they  may  adojit.  It  is  noth- 
ing to  me  what  their  rules  allow  or  their  prac- 
tice tolerates.  They  may  be  as  tyrannical  as  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  or  the  gentlemen  from 
Indiana  would  have  us  suppose  them  to  be.  They 
may  be  as  tyrannical  as  either  of  those  gontlemer; 
would  make  this  House.  Do  you  mean  to  fol- 
low their  example?  Do  you  mean  to  make  thia 
House  conform  in  its  rules  of  order  and  debate 
to  the  practice  of  the  congress  in  Richmond? 

I  said  a  moment  ago  that;  the  uniform  practice  of 
deliberative  bodies  sustained  the  position  which  I 
assumed,  and  that  if  there  were  exceptions  they 
were  so  distinct,  so  well  known,  that  they  served 
only  to  mark  the  progress  of  legislative  bodies 
toward  the  perfection  of  free  deliberation. 

How  was  it  when  John  duincy  Adams  pre- 
sented a  petition  in  this  House  for  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union?  I  beg  gentlemen  to  understand  that 
1  do  not  introduce  this  example  or  others  for  the 
purpose  of  comparing  the  views,  of  my  colleague 
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with  llii>  vii'W.s  wliicli  vvt-re  llien  cx|ii-t'.sseil.  I 
mlducu  it  HR'rely  as  a  striking  illasirdlion.  Tiiat 
projiosilioii  wont,  to  tiii>  very  foimdaiion  of  the 
Goveriinieiit.  It  sirucic  at  the  very  root  of  ihc 
whole  governnieiilal  system.  Yet  not  in  defer- 
ence to  the  opinions  eiilier  of  Mr.  Adams  or  the 
petitioixirs,  but  in  deference  to  the  rigiit  of  free- 
dom of  debate,  the  Hoii.«ie  refused  to  censure  iiim. 

Mr.  WASHEURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  understood  the  gentleman.  I 
under.stood  him  to  state  that  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  iiis  judgment,  tliis  House  had  no  power 
to  expel  a  member  except  for  disorderly  conduct. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  will  tell  the  gentleman 
exactly  what  I  said.  I  said  that  to  give  this 
House  jurisdiction  to  expel  a  member,  tlie  offense 
must,  liy  a  greater  or  less  latitude  of  construction, 
be  fairly  brought  within  the  meaning  of  the  ex- 
pression "disorderly  conduct." 

Mr.  WASPIBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  believe 
that  in  the  last  Congress  two  gentlemen  were  ex- 
p(dled  from  this  House.  Jf  1  am  not  mistaken 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  voted  for  their  expulsion. 
Was  that  lor  "  disorderly  conduct"  in  the  House? 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     Who  were  th('y.? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Bur- 
.  nctt  and  Mr.  Reed. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  voted  for  their  expul- 
Hinn  because  they  left  their  places  iiere  and  went 
into  tiic  armies  of  the  confederates.  Do  you  not 
call  that  disorderly  conduct.' 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Thatisthe 
gentleman's  definition  of  disorderly  conduct,  and 
I  accept  it. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  dislike  to  interrupt  the 
gentleman,  but  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question,  not  to  interfere  with  the  course  of  his 
argument,  but  to  draw  him  out  upon  this  subject. 
Suppose  I,  in  a  decorous  manner,  should  rise  in 
my  |ilace  and  introduce  a  resolution  against  the 
approaching  campaigr\  and  plans  of  Grant  about 
to  be  adopted  on  the  Potomac;  suppose  I,  having 
knowledge  of  those  plans,  in  supp'ortof  my  argu- 
ment .'should  tell  what  his  jdans  were  in  this  House, 
should  expose  them,  should  state  the  number  of 
men;  that  onecolumn  was  going  in  this  direction, 
and  another  in  that;  suppose  1,  by  my  speech, 
made  in  the  most  becoming  manner,  as  far  asslyle 
is  concerned,  should  tell  the  entire  plans  and  op- 
erations of  the  campaign  just  about  to  commence, 
that  would  not  be  discourteous  or  indecorous;  yet 
I  ask  the  gentleman  if  that  would  be  an  offense 
for  which  I  could  be  censured  or  expelled.' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  will  answer  my  col- 
league. If  he  obtained  these  facts  and  details  and 
plans  from  public  newspapers,  if  they  were  mat- 
ter of  public  notoriety,  it  would  be  perfectly  right 
to  use  them,  and  it  would  not  be  within  the  power 
of  the  House  to  expel  him  for  their  use;  if  he 
went  to  the  War  Department  and  obtained  the 
knowledge  of  the  facts  in  confidence  from  those 
charged  with  their  execution,  if  he  obtained  them 
.surreptitinusly,  if  he  obtained  them  as  a  member 
of  Congress  under  the  seal  of  confidence  which 
exists  between  officers  of  the  same  Government, 
and  coming  here,  having  a  right  to  ask  this  House 
to  close  its  doors  to  receive  a  communication  of 
that  kind,  he  should  not  do  that,  but  should  make 
liis  speech  the  means  of  communicating  informa- 
tion to  the  enemies  of  the  country,  it  would  be 
disorderly  conduct  in  the  highest  possible  degree. 

I  was  about  to  say  that  Mr.  Adams  in  1842  pre- 
sented a  petition  for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
It  was  sent  here  from  Havg-hill,  Miissachuselts. 
Mr.  Adams  piesenteil  it,  anTaski.'d  its  reference  to 
a  select  committee,  and  immediately  Mr.  Gilmer, 
of  Vn'ginia,  and  subsef|uently  Mr.  Marshall,  of 
Kentucky,  moved  a  resolution  of  censure.  I  rec- 
ollect the  sc(.'ne.  I  remember  where  the  old  man 
stood  in  yond(M-  Hall.  I  recollect  he  rose  in  his 
place  all  trembling  with  excitement,  and  in  one  of 
those  historic  speeches  which  will  live  as  long  us 
the  hisKM-y  of  tin;  English  language  shall  remain, 
vindicated  the  right  of  the  i)eople  to  petition  for  a 
redress  of  theirgrievances,  and  the  right  of  Reprc- 
Bcntaiives  to  present  their  petitions  on  this  floor. 
And  lie  argued  the(pjestion  against  all  comi^rs;  the 
lists  were  kept  open  day  by  day,  until,  ashannd  of 
the  elloris  they  had  made  to  repress  this  freedom 
of  debate  in  the  American  Congress, the  majority, 
who  had  at  first  persi.Htently  rcfu.sed,  at  luHt  luul 
the  rr.solutjon  on  tlie  table. 

Gcntlunieii  .will  .say  to  me  this  proposition  to 
(Jiawojvo  the-  Union  wa.i  made  in  lime  of  peace, 


Thomas  Corwin  in  1847  attacked  the  Adminis- 
tration upon  the  policy,  the  conduct,  the  origin, 
and  the  justness  of  the  Mexican  war.  The  ma- 
jority did  not  agree  with  him;  thi;y  abhorred  his 
views;  but  in  deference  to  this  great  right  of  free 
debate  in  a  representative  body  they  permitted  it 
to  pass  uncensured. 

Again,  in  1856,  a  vSenator  from  Ohio,  Mr. Wade, 
in  time  of  peace,  speaking  of  this  Union  which 
you  now  uflect  so  much  to  revere,  used  this  lan- 
guage: 

"  But  southern  gentlemen  stand  here  and  in  ahnost  all 
their  spepchos  spealt  of  the  dissolution  of"  the  Union  as  an 
eloinciu  of  every  argument,  as  though  it  were  a  peculiar 
coiulcscensinn  on  their  part  that  they  permitted  the  Union 
to  stand  at  all.  If  they  do  not  feel  interested  in  upholding 
this  Union,  if  it  really  trenches  on  their  rights,  if  it  endan- 
gers their  instiintions  to  ruch  an  extent  that  they  cannot 
feel  secure  under  if,  if  their  int(;rests  are  violently  assailtfd 
by  means  of  this  Union,  I  am  not  one  of  those  wlioe.xpecf 
that  they  will  long  continue  under  it.  I  am  not  one  of  thosp 
who  would  ask  lliom  to  continue  in  such  a  Union,  ft 
would  he  doing  violence  to  the  platform  of  the  party  to 
whieh  I  belong.  1  see  nothing  at  present  which  I  think 
should  dissolve  it;  but  if  other  gentlemen  see  if,  I  say 
again  that  they  have  the  same  interest  in  maintaining  this 
llnion,  in  my  judgment,  that  we  of  the  North  have.  If 
they  think  they  have  not,  be  it  so.  You  cannot  forcibly 
hold  men  in  this  Union,  for  the  attempt  to  do  so,  it  secrjis 
to  mCjWiiuld  subvert  the  first  principlesof  the  Government 
under  which  we  live." — Congressional  Globe,  third  session 
TInrty-Fomih  Congress,  vol.  34,  p.  2o. 

Did  Senators  agree  with  him.'  Did  they  think 
he  was  correct.'  Did  they  believe  that  there  was 
no  power  of  coercion,  and  that  any  attempt  at  co- 
ercion would  destroy  the  i^rinciples  of  the  Gov- 
ernment under  which  we  live.'  Yet  the  American 
Senate  did  not  think  itself  called  on  to  pass  a  vote 
of  censure  or  expulsion. 

Again,  sir,  my  venerable  colleague  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Stevens]  said  from  his  place  in  tliis  House, 
on  the  9th  of  Deceinber,  18G2,  upon  the  question 
of  the  admission  of  West  Virginia: 

"  Now,  these  rebellious  States  being  a  power  by  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  European  nations,  and  of  our  own  na- 
tion, subject  and  entitled  to  belligerentrights,  have  become 
subjeetto  all  the  rides  of  war.  1  hold  the  Constitution  has 
no  longerthe  leastefVeet  upon  them."  *  *  *  * 
"■Hence  I  hold  that  none  ef  the  t^tates  now  in  rebellion 
are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Constitution,  and  I  am 
grieved  when  I  liearthose  high  in  autlioritysometinies talk- 
ing of  the  constitutional  diftieullies  of  enforcing  measures 
against  this  belligerent  power, and  the  iwxt  moment  disre- 
garding every  vestige  and  semblance  of  the  Constitution 
by  acts  which  alone  are  arbitrary."        *        *        *        * 

"  This  talk  of  restoring  the  '  Union  as  it  was  under  the 
Constitution  as  it  is,'  is  one  of  tlusilisnrdities  which  I  have 
heard  till  I  have  become  sick  of  it.  This  Unioji  can  never 
be  restored  as  it  was.  There  are  many  things  which  ren- 
der such  an  event  impossible.  I'his  Union  shall  never,  with 
my  consent,  be  restored  under  the  Constitniinn  as  it  is,  with 
slavery  protected  by  it." — Congressional  Globe,  vol.  47, 
[lart  1,  p.  .'i '. 

That  was  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  1  do  not  cite  his  language  to  crit- 
icise it.  I  will  institute  no  comparison  between 
his  views  and  those  of  my  colleague.  The  gen- 
tleman knows  that  I  entertain  for  liim  the  kitulest 
personal  feeling,  and  that  I  would  say  nothing 
offensive  to  his  feelings.  Did  the  House  agree 
with  him.'  Did  any  one  ever  venture  to  offer  a 
proposition  to  expel  him?  He  believed  it  hon- 
estly, he  said  it  legitimately,  in  the  exercise  of  a 
constitutional  right.  Sir,  I  honor  him  for  speak- 
ing it  boldly,  and  I  honor  this  House  for  not 
having  presumed  to  violate  his  right  to  speak  it. 
And  yet  1  call  the  attention  of  my  honorable 
friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfield,]  who  is  soloud 
in  his  denunciations  of  our  colleague  [Mr.  Long] 
for  having  uttered  these  sentiments  in  time  of  war, 
that  even  at  the  moment  when  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  spoke,  the  hosts  were  marshaled  for 
the  fight  at  Fredericksburg,  that  even  then  the 
pause  in  the  click  of  the  telegraph  wire  which  he 
told  us  was  the  certain  sigtial  that  the  dread  con- 
test of  arms  had  begun,  was  so  distinct  that  ils 
very  silence  w^s  heard  all  over  this  land.  It  was 
then,  when  you  had  sent  your  soldiers  to  that  field 
under  pretense  of  maintaining  the  Union  and  sup- 
porting the  Constitution,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  rose  and  told  you  and  them  and  the 
country  that  the  Union  never  could  be  restored, 
and  that  with  liis  consimt  it  never  should  be. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  18GI,  Mr.  Craige,  of 
North  Ciirolina,  introduced  a  resolution  into  this 
House  requestiiTg  the  President  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  the  southern  confederacy,  to 
reeeive  ii.s  umbassadors,  and  to  adjust  terms  of 
commercial  intercourse.  By  the  concurrence  of 
the  genflenian  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Colfax]  it  was 
referred  to  the  Coirimittcc  on  Foreign  Ilclations. 


Did  we  have  any  resolution  of  censure  or  expul- 
sion ?  No  member  dreamed  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  offer  one. 

Need  I  dwell  longer  upon  this  subject?  I  had 
intended  to  go  back  to  those  splendid  demonstra- 
tions of  English  liberty  which  occurred  at  the 
time  of  our  Revolution.  I  had  intended  to  recall 
to  you  the  words  of  Lord  Chatliam  uttered  time 
and  again  in  the  British  Parliament  against  the 
then  pending  war  in  America.  The  inexorable 
hour  rule  bids  me  be  brief.  In  January,  1776, 
he  said: 

"The  guntleman  tells  us  America  is  obstinate,  America 
is  almost  in  open  rebellion.  I  rejoice  that  America  has  re- 
sisted. Three  nnllion  people  so  dead  to  all  tlie  feelings  of 
liberty  as  voluntarily  to  submit  to  be  slaves  would  liave 
been  tit  instruments  to  make  slaves  of  the  rest." 

In  November,  1777,  eighteen  months  after  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  after  two  years  of 
war,  he  said: 

"As  to  conquest,  my  lords,  I  repeat,  it  is  impossible. 
You  may  swell  every  expense  and  every  eflort  still  more 
extravagantly — pileandaccumulateevery  assistance  which 
you  can  buy  or  borrow  ;  traflic  and  barter  with  every  little 
pitiful  German  prince  that  sells  and  sends  his  subjects  to 
the  shambles  of  a  foreign  prince — your  efforts  are  forever 
vain  and  impotent,  if  I  were  an  Anieiican  as  I  am  an 
Englishman,  while  a  foreign  troop  was  landed  in  my  coun- 
try I  would  never  lay  ilown  my  arms,  never,  never,  never. 

"  But  in  such  a  war  as  this,  unjust  in  its  principle,  im- 
practicable in  its  means,  and  ruinous  in  its  consequences, 
I  would  not  contribute  a  single  etTurt  nor  a  single  shilling." 

And  Mr.  Burke,  in  1781,  after  the  surrenderor 
Yorktown  had  secured  thedefeatof  the  British  in 
America,  exclaimed: 

"  The  noble  lord  said  the  war  was  not  disgraceful  ;  it 
was  only  unfortunate.  For  my  part  I  must  eoutinne  to 
call  it  disgraceful,  not  unfortunate.  I  consider  ihem  all 
alike,  victories  and  defeats  ;  towns  taken  and  towns  evacu- 
ated ;  new  generals  appointed  and  old  geneials  recalled  ; 
they  are  all  alike  ealamifies  ;  they  all  spur  us  on  to  this 
fatal  business.  Victories  give  us  hopes;  deleatsjnake  us 
desperate  ;  and  botii instigate  us  to  goon."  *  *  * 
*  "  Give  us  back  our  force  nor  protract  this  burdensome, 
disgraceful,  for  it  is  not  an  unfortunate  war." 

And  yet,  were  they  censured  ?  Did  the  "  first 
gentleman  of  England  "  leave  theSpeaker's  chair 
to  move  a  vote  of  censure  or  expulsion? 

But  why  go  so  far  back?  Within  this  year, 
in  the  French  Chamber,  Thiers,  returning  after 
twelve  years  of  exile  from  office  and  honors, 
raised  his  voice  for  the  liberty  of  France:  "Give 
us  a  free  press;  give  us  free  ballot;  give  us  free 
debate  in  these  halls — these  are  the  essentials  of 
free'government — and  1  will  be  agrateftil  and  obe- 
dient subject  of  the  empire.  If  you  will  not,  I 
warn  you,  that  as  the  dauphin  did  not  succeed 
Louis  XVI,  as  the  Duke  of  Reichstadt  did  not 
succeed  the  great  Napoleon,  as  the  sons  of  Louis 
Philippe  are  now  in  exile,  so  neither  will  this 
imperial  prince  succeed  to  the  throne  of  his  father 
and  perpetuate  the  dynasty  of  the  second  Napo- 
leon." And  when,  in  the  same  debate,  Coimt  Mor- 
ny,  the  President,  rudely  assailed  a  speaker  who 
uttered  like  sentrments,  and  a  Councilor  of  State 
followed  it  up  by  the  use  of  the  word  "  traitor," 
the  indignant  members  witli  one  accord  rose  in 
their  places  and  with  irresistible  authority  de- 
manded that  the  insolent  menial  of  despotic  power 
should  recall  and  apologize  for  the  offensive 
word . 

And  shall  it  be  said  that  in  the  American  Con- 
gress there  is  less  freedom  of  debate  than  in  Eng- 
land under  the  house  of  Hanover,  or  in  France, 
when  she  lies  a  helpless  victim,  scarce  palpitating, 
in  the  grasp  of  a  Bonaparte? 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis] 
told  us  last  night,  in  terms  of  eloquence  which  I 
cannot  emulate,  that  when  Lord  Chatham,  aged, 
feeble,  wrapped  in  flannel  and  suff(U'ing  from  dis- 
ease, came  resting  Ufion  the  arm  of  his  still  greater 
son,  to  address  for  the  last  time  the  British 
House  of  Lords,  and  to  die  upon  the  floor,  he 
came  to  speak  against  the  dismemberment  of  the 
British  empire.  It  is  true,  and  what  did  ho  say? 
"  I  told  you  this  war  would  be  disastrous;  I  pre- 
dicted its  consequences;  1  told  you  you  could  not 
conquer  America;  1  begged  you  to  conciliate 
America;  you  would  not  lieed  my  advice.  You 
have  exhausted  the  country;  you  have  sacrificed 
its  men;  you  have  wasted  its  treasures;  you  have 
driven  these  colonies  to  declare  their  independ- 
ence; you  have  driven  them  into  the  arin.^ofour 
ancient  and  hated  enemy,  and  now,  without  strik- 
ing a  blow,  without  firing  a  shot,  cowardly  under 
difliculties  as  you  were  trticuleu.t  in  success,  you 
propose  to  yield  through  fear  to  Franco  wliat  you 
nave  refused  as  justice  to  America."    Did  it  not 
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occur  to  tlic  gentleman  from  Maryland  that  pos- 
sibly at  a  future  day  when  the  hisloryof  that  civil 
stril'e  shall  have  been  reprodticerl  in  this  land  an- 
other Chatham  may  come  to  this  House  and  hurl 
against  those  who  are  now  in  |)0wcr  these  bitter 
denunciations  because  they  have  shown  them- 
selves unable  to  make  an  honorable  peace  even  as 
they  have  l)een  unable  to  make  a  victorious  war? 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  besought  the 
House  "never  to  be  swerved  from  its  fixed  purpose 
to  prosecute  the  war  "  with  the  last  dollar  and 
the  last  man."  Sir,  his  reading  told  him  such 
stinging  exhortation  would  full  soon  be  needed. 
In  November,  1781,  after  Cornwallis  had  surren- 
dered Yorktown  and  the  last  battle  of  the  Revo- 
lution had  been  fought,  the  House  of  Commons 
in  its  address  to  the  throne  assured  his  Majesty 
that  it  would  vote  all  tlie  resources  of  the  empire 
to  suppress  rebellion  in  America..  In  Marcli  of 
the  next  year,  in  the  early  spring,  in  less  than  six 
months,  that  same  House  of  Commons  voted  those 
were  enemies  to  the  realm  who  advised  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  the  war.  And  here  this  House 
this  morning  voted  down  the  Crittenden  resolu- 
tion, which  less  than  three  years  ago  was  passed 
with  only  two  dissenting  votes. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  paid  a  splendid 
tribute  to  the  power  of  public  opinion.  He  com- 
pared it  to  the  sea,  whose  tidal  waves  obey  the 
fickle  bidding  of  the  moon,  and  roll  and  swell  and 
sway  with  restless  and  resistless  force,  and  yet 
constitute  the  level  from  wliicii  all  height  is  meas- 
ured. "But,  like  the  ocean,"  said  ho,  "it  lias 
depths  whose  eternal  stillness  is  the  condition  of 
its  stability.  Those  depths  of  ojiinion  are  not 
free."    Did  he  forget  what 

"  Woo'd  the  slimy  bottom  of  the  deep 

'     And  mocked  the  di;;id  bones  which  lay  scattered  by.'" 

"  What  sights  of  ugly  death  within  mine  eyes! 
Meihouglit  I  saw  a  thousand  fearful  wrecks  !" 

"All  scattered  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea." 

Sir,  if  there  be  depths  of  public  opinion  where 
eternal  stillness  reigns,  there  gather,  even  as  fes- 
tering death  lies  in  those  ocean  depths,  the  de- 
raying  forms  of  truth,  and  right,  and  freedom. 
Eternal  motion  is  the  condition  of  their  purity. 
Did  lie  think  this  resolution  would  for  one  instant 
retard  its  progress?  Did  he  not  know  that  the 
surging  waves  would  wash  away  every  trace  of 
its  existence?  Did  he  suppose  this  puny  effort 
would  avail  him?  The  rocks  of  the  eternal  hills 
alone  can  stay  the  waves  of  the  ever  rolling  sea. 
Nothing  but  the  principles  of  truth  and  right  can 
stay  the  on  ward  progressof  public  opinion  in  this 
our  country  as  it  swells  and  sways  and  surges  in 
this  mad  tempest  of  passion  and  seeks  to  find  a 
secure  resting  place. 

The  gentleman  exhorted  his  friends  to  accept 
the  issue,  absolute  victory  or  absolute  ruin;  and 
then  he  painted  the  absolute  ruin '»f  this  Govern- 
ment. Even  he  could  conceive  it  possible.  He 
described  this  home  of  liberty  deserted;  this  tem- 
ple reared  by  our  fathers  destroyed;  its  grace  and 
symmetry  and  beauty  gone;  its  pillars  fallen;  its 
walls  thrown  down;  and  amid  "this  chaos  of 
ruin"  those  who  accept  this  issue,  brave,  determ- 
ined, tearful,  sorrowing,  overwhelmed  with  it  in 
a  common  fate.  He  exhorted  his  friends  in  this 
House  and  in  the  country — he  expressly  excluded 
you,  my  fellow  Democrats,  and  your  constituents 
• — to  accejit  this  alternative.  Do  it,  he  exclaimed, 
and  let  the  world  knovv^  that  this  age  has  produced 
heroic  children  upon  whom  Heaven  hasvisited  the 
sins  of  their  fathers. 

Sir,  I  trust  in  God  the  catastrophe  may  never 
come.  I  trust  that  the  ages,  as  they  roll  on,  will 
not  thus  be  called  to  pass  judgment  on  the  men 
of  these  days.  But,  ifit  must  be  so,  my  imagin- 
ation pictures  another  scene.  When  your  work 
ehall  be  accomplished,  when  your  mission  shall 
be  executed,  when  our  Constitution  is  dead,  when' 
our  liberties  are  gone,  when  our  Government  is 
destroyed,  when  these  States — no  longer  held  se- 
cure in  their  proper  position  by  the  power  of  our 
malcliles.s  Constitution,  so  that  they  emulate  in 
accordant  action  the  stars,  as  by  the  divine  decree 
they  encircle  in  their  mysterious  courses  the  foot- 
stool of  tlie  eternal  throne,  and  extract  from  the 
harmony  of  conflicting  elements  the  true  music 
of  the  s|)lieres — shall  iiave  given  place  to  "  States 
discordant,  dissevered,  belligerent,  to  a  land  rent 
with  civil  fei'.dsand  drenched  in  fraternal  blood," 


history  will  hold  its  dread  inquest,  and  in  tlie  pres- 
ence of  appalled  humanity  will  render  judgment 
that  base  and  degenerate  children,  deserting  the 
teachings  of  their  fathers,  deserting  the  teachings 
of  the  past,  departing  from  the  ways  of  pleasant- 
ness and  peace,  rel)elling  against  the  wisdom  and 
beneficence  of  the  Almighty,  with  hearts  filled 
with  pride  and  souls  stained  with  fanaticism  and 
passion,  struck  the  matricidal  blow,  and  at  the 
same  moment  indignant  and  outraged  Heaven 
wreaked  upon  them  the  just  retribution  of  their 
terrible  and  nameless  crime. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hardly 
know  whether  to  say  that  this  is  a  glorious  or  a 
sad  day  for  the  Republic.  I  make  use  of  that  ex- 
pression because  we  may  think  it  a  sad  day  for 
this  country  when  men  can  arise  in  this  Hall  and 
announcedoctrines  sucH  as  are  contended  foi*  by 
traitors  in  arms.  But,  sir,  it  may  be  a  glorious 
day  for  us,  in  this,  I  had  almost  said  the  darkest 
liourof  our  nation,  to  know  who  here  sympathize 
with  treason.  This  knowledge  will  serve  to  unite 
all  patriots  of  every  party.  I  believe  that  the 
scenes  which  we  have  witnessed  here  for  the  last 
two  or  three  days,  and  the  declarations  that  have 
been  made,  are  to  be  among  the  things  which  will 
aid  in  leading  us  to  victory,  because  the  country 
will  see  who  are  its  friends  and  enemies. 

We  have  had  brought  into  this  discussion 
eminent  men  living,  and  had  exhumed  for  our 
admiration  the  opinions  of  the  eminent  dead. 
When  I  heard  men  who  liave  ability,  on  that  side 
of  the  Chamber,  speak  of  the  patriotism  of  a  Pitt, 
and  others  in  the  English  Parliament, and  wish  to 
assimilate  their  positions  to  that  assumed  by  de- 
clared treason  on  this  floor,  1  considered  it  a 
double  insult — an  insult  to  the  memory  of  the 
English  patriots,  and  an  insult  to  the  memory  of 
the  fathers  of  our  revolutionary  struggle. 

J  propose,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  look  at  this  matter 
not  as  a  politician.  We  have  had  too  many  po- 
litical stump  speeches  on  it  already.  There  is  a 
great  difference  between  the  case  of  Pitt  and  Chat- 
ham and  that  of  tlie  honorable  member  from  Ohio. 
It  is,  perhaps,  not  right  for  me  to  refer  to  the 
other  gentleman  who  was  an  honorable  member 
of  this  House  until  by  the  vote  of  censure  he  be- 
came a  dishonorable  one.  Sir,  to  compare  Wil- 
liam Pitt  and  Chatham,  who  stood  up  for  the  col- 
onies fighting  because  they  were  taxed  without 
representation,  to  a  man  who  is  giving  aid  to 
rebel  States  which  are  fighting  against  a  Govern- 
ment which  had  given  them  while  slave  States 
and  in  theUnion  representation  without  taxation, 
the  attempt  to  make  cases  like  these  parallel,  is  an 
insult  to  the  dead  as  well  as  to  the  living. 

We  have  before  this  high  court  a  man  charged 
with  criine — not  the  crime  of  overt,  but  of  ex- 
pressed treason.  Must  this  House  wait  before  we 
can  expel  a  man  until  he  has  his  weapons  in  his 
hands?  Shall  we  delay  action  until  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  who  is  now  charged  bel'orc  this 
House,  is  caught  with  a  revolver  in  liis  hand  in 
the  service  of  Jeff'.  Davis?  Are  we  bound  to 
wait  until  he  enters  the  rebel  army  before  we  can 
exclude  or  censure  him.'-  That,  sir,  would  cin- 
phatically  be  "  locking  the  stable  door  after  the 
liorsc  had  been  stolen." 

We  have  on  several  occasions  had  gentlemen 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  House,  from  time  to 
time,  but  always  at  the  wrong  time,  bringing  for- 
ward propositions  to  pay  our  soldiers  and  sea- 
men in  gold,  and  among  these  jjrtiriofic  gentlemen 
was  the  one  whose  case  is  now  under  considera- 
tion. After  this,  whenever  we  hear  gentlemen 
on  the  o//tcr  side  of  tliis  House  again  [)ro|iosing 
to  pay  the  soldiers  and  seamen  in  gold,  the  next 
declaration  we  may  expect  to  hear  from  the  same 
source  will  be  that  they  are  in  favor  of  a  recog- 
nition rather  than  the  subjugation  of  the  southern 
confederacy. 

I  .am  somewliat  surprised  to  hear  opposition 
members  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvaiiia  speak 
with  indignation  of  the  usurpations,  as  they  say, 
of  this  Administration  and  the  violations  of  the 
Constitution  of  which  it  has  been  guilty  in  cai-- 
rying  on  this  war.  Why,  sir,  we  hear  men  talk 
upon  this  floor  as  though  the  present  Administra- 
tion had  violated  the  Constitution  in  every  article, 
in  its  letter  and  in  its  spirit  too.  Do  they  not 
know  that  in  times  of  war  you  cannot  always  be 
governed  by  the  same  rules  as  in  times  of  peace? 
Do  they  not  know  or  have  they  forgotten  that  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  man  they  loved  so 


well  and  of  whose  private  character  they  may 
perhaps  be  so  justly  proud,  who  was  thnirstand- 
ard-bearer  last  fall,  that  he  ten  years  ago  declared 
that  doctrine  in  substance?  Yes,  sir,  this  same 
candidate  declared  deliberately  in  a  decision  de- 
livered by  him  on  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court 
of  Pennsylvania — and  1  call  the  attention  of  tlie 
House  to  it — that 

"  In  adequate  emergencies  martial  law  suspends  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  inflicts  summary  punishment,  appropri- 
ates piivate  property  vvitliout  regard  to  the  guarantees  of 
the  Constitution  ;  inter  arma  silenl,  leges." — Shurplessvs. 
Mayor  of  Pldladelphia,9  Harris,  178. 

There,  sir,  you  have  the  doctrine  of  one  of  the 
able  men  of  the  Democratic  party  of  our  own 
State.  And  we  hear  gentlemen  upon  this  floor 
in  every  debate  speaking  of  the  violation  of  the 
Constitution  upon  the  part  of  this  Government 
by  confiscation,  by  a  su.spension  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  by  the  arraignment  and  trial  of  men 
without  jury,  and  sending  Vallandigham  within 
the  rebel  lines. 

But,  sir,  these  things  are  only  indirectly  perti- 
nent to  the  question  before  the  House.  Shall  we 
expel  this  member?  I  have  not  read  the  rule  of 
this  House  which  requires  that  you  must  draw 
up  an  indictment  with  ten  or  fifteen  counts  in  it 
before  you  can  try  and  expel  a  member.  Gen- 
tlemen upon  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber  3ecm 
to  think  that  when  the  Speaker  arraigned  this 
member  he  should  iiave  drawn  an  elaborate  in- 
dictment with  gua.si-charges  and  counts  in  it.  As 
I  understated  our  rulesand  our  Constitution,  they 
re^iire  no  such  thing.  The  only  form  which  is 
necessary  for  this  House  to  expel  a  member  for 
tlie  utterance  of  an  objectionable  sentiment  is  sim- 
ply to  staie  briefly  the  ground  of  objection  in  the 
resolution-  Sir,  plain  Saxon  would  suit  me  and 
my  constituents  in  such  cases;  but  the  elegant 
diction  of  the  Speaker  I  have  no  doubt  is  better 
suited  to  this  body.  The  men  who  are  fighting 
our  battles  would  come  to  the  point  very  much 
sooner  and  dwell  upon  it  more  briefly  than  law- 
yers would.  Were  the  mutter  given  them  to  de- 
cide, their  only  resolution  would  be:  "Resolved, 
That  the  member  from  Ohio  be  taken  neck  and 
heels  and  thrown  out."  That  is  about  the  way 
a  soldier  would  expiess  it;  but  it  would  not  do  in 
this  House.  The  Speaicer  knew  such  words  would 
not  be  exactly  parliamentary,  and  therefore  lie 
adopted  the  language  of  tlic  resolution  before  us. 

Now,  sir,  I  propose  to  prove  what  the  resolu- 
tion charges  from  the  gentleman's  own  speech  in 
the  few  moments  in  which  I  shall  trouble  the 
House,  and  I  do  not  propose  to /roitfr/e  </ieg-a//e?'iy. 
These  galleries  seem  to  be  a  nuisance  to  some  mem- 
bers here.  I  know  not  why, unless  it  be  from  tlmfact 
that  their  applause  accompanies  the  debate  upon 
only  one  side  of  this  question,  and  that  is  not  from 
the  quarter  over  the  way.  No  wonder,  when  we 
see  so  many  blue  coats  occupying  the  space  be- 
hind us,  that  they  have  no  aftprobatory  feet  of 
joy  at  the  expression  of  sentiments  such  as  we 
have  heard  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  1  will 
call  no  man  a  traitor  in  this  House.  It  would  bo 
hardly  polite.  It  would  certainly  not  be  parlia- 
mentary, unless  it  were  justat  such  a  point  where 
my  honorable  friend  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Orth] 
caught  the  word  last  night.  1  purpose  showing 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [i\lr. 
Long,]  whose  case  we  have  under  consideration, 
feels  like  a  traitor,  speaks  like  one,  and  enter- 
tains their  opinions.  When  a  man  feels  like  a 
traitor,  when  a  man  talks  like  a  traitor,  and  when 
a  man  boldly  expresses  the  sentiments  of  a  Irai- 
tor,  he  has  no  right  to  a  place  upon  this  floor. 
You  may  judge  him  by  his  own  declarations.  A 
man  who  falls  into  theguilt  of  crime  never  r(;aches 
that  point  at  once.  He  may  be  innocent  at  first. 
He  may  delay  at  first.  When,  however,  he  has 
got  half  way  he  does  coolly  and  deliberately  what 
lie  would  have  shrunk  from  vfith  horror  at  liie 
beginning. 

IVly  honorable  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Spald- 
ing] anticipated  some  of  my  points.  1  am  glad 
to  agree  with  my  honorable  friend  who  has  graced 
the  judicial  bench.  1  am  hajijiy  to  reach  tlie  same 
conclusion  as  does  a  gentleman  of  such  ability. 
I  would  not  be  understood  to  say  that  great  minds 
run  in  the  same  channel  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

How  does  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  open  his 
argument?     He  says: 

"  A  little  ovtr  ilirec  years  ago  the  prefonl  occupaiil  of 
the  presidential  iiiaTisioii,  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue, 
came  into  this  city  under  cover  of  night,  disguised  In  plaid 
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rlii.ik  ;iii(l  Scotch  c.ip,  lost,  as  was  feared  by  his  friends, 
lie  iiiiyhthavo  received  a  warmer  grectiiiy;  than  would  have 
ln-eii  agreeable  on  his  way  tlirougli  UalUmore  at  the  hands 
of  the  eoiistituents  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Davis.]" 

i  nslc  every  man  in  this  House,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  notice  ihe  premedilaiion  and  the  snecrinj^g-rai- 
t/icaiton  witli  wliicli  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  says 
tliese  things.  Before  I  came  to  that  I  sliould  have 
stated  that  this  effort  of  his  was  not  ancxtempo- 
raneons  one.  We  have  the  record  on  that.  On 
Saturilay  last  the  Speaker  drew  out  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  to  make  a  statement  on  the  sub- 
ject. Ho  said  tliat  lie  had  had  the  manuscript 
prepared  for  more  than  four  weeks.  For  four 
weeks  he  had  sat  in  his  room,  while  the  moon 
liad  waxed  and  waned,  while  the  sun  had  risen 
above  and  gone  below  the  horizon  thirty  limes, 
pondering  over  the  manuscript  of  his  speech. 
"  Ves,"  he  says,  "  1  have  looked  over  it  and  de- 
liberated upon  it."  He  cannot  therefore  ask  us 
not  to  give  his  language  its  full  eftect.  His  speccii 
is  not  the  emanation  of  a  heated  contest  when  the 
blood  is  up  and  words  are  hastily  uttered  and 
language  incautiously  used.  Whatever  excuse 
might  be  offered  under  such  circumstances  can- 
not be  suggested  in  favor  of  a  man  wlio  has 
waked  and  slept  four  weeks  upon  his  well-ma- 
tured speech. 

Why  so  unkind  a  fling  at  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland.''  Is  it  because  that  glo- 
rious old  State  has  recently  declared  that  she  de- 
sires no  slaves  to  tread  iier  soil.'' 

In  the  words  which  I  have  read  you  find  the 
disposition  with  which  the  member  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Long]  starts  out.  He  has  this  lurking  in 
his  heart.  1  will  show  you  where  he  gives  us  an 
insight  as  to  how  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance 
in  this  House.  He  does  not  say  that  in  reference 
to  himself,  but  he  states  that  Galileo,  after  he  had 
been  in  prison,  after  he  had  been  almost  starved 
to  death,  after  he  had  been  forced  to  abjure  his 
belief  in  the  Copernican  System,  as  he  rose  from 
the  ground  said,  "The  earth  still  turns  round,  not- 
withstanding."    He  goes  on  to  say: 

"  So  it  will  be  with  the  man  who  is  forced  to  take  the 
oath  to  save  himself,  his  family,  and  his  properly.  lie  may 
take  it,  but  in  his  heart  he  will  detest  and  despise  the  au- 
thority that  requires  it.  Will  sucli  a  man  be  devoted  to  or 
make  a  f;ood  cilizeii  of  the  GoveriinKUU  in  which  he  lives? 
Tin-'  history  of  t'oland,  of  Hungary,  of  Ireland,  and  of  Italy 
furnishes  an  answer  to  the  question.  If  imperial  Goverii- 
nieiiis  are  not  able  to  liold  in  submissive  obedience  small 
portions  of  a  vast  empire,  once  in  revolt,  iiow  much  less 
a  tiovernnient  having  for  its  basis  the  cuiiseiit  of  the  gov- 
erned." 

He  was  forced  to  take  the  oatli  in  order  to  get 
a  seat  in.tliis  Congress  and  draw  greenbacks  in- 
stead of  rebel  rags.  Sir,  the  leaders,  I  know, 
icoii/i/do  ju.st  so;  and  the  leaders  in  the  rebel  ranks 
this  side  of  the  Union  lines  do  the  same  thing. 

Sir,  a  man  can  picture  his  own  case  very  well 
by  supposing  another.  It  shows  me  the  dispo- 
sition that  actuat(;d  the  member  when  lie  came  at 
last  to  make  the  ot-lier  declaration  which  he  did. 
You  tell  me  you  can  con  vic.t  a  man  of  crime  without 
circumstantial  evidence,  without  a  chain  of  testi- 
mony. I  know  that  positive  proof  is  often  brought 
against  a  criminal,  but  more  frequently  it  is  cir- 
cumstantial. He  generally  takes  the  night-tiivie, 
seeks  secrecy,  whispers  not  his  intention  to  those 
around  him,  but  at  the  proper  time  he  may  mutter 
the  true  feelings  of  his  own  heart.  Now,  I  say  in 
those  doclarationis  we  find  the  dis|K)sttion.  He 
charged  the  Government  with  being  despotic. 
He  says: 

"  The  brief  preriod  of  three  short  y(^ar.s  has  produced  a 
fearful  change  in  ihirtfrce,  happy,  and  prosperous  Govern- 
ment;  so  free  In  lis  rcstraiuls  upon  personal  lilieriy,  and 
Ko  geiille  in  ilK  demands  upon  the  resources  of  Uie  people, 
that  llie  celebrated  Iluniholdt,  after  traveling  Uuough  the 
<-ouiilry,on  his  return  lo  I'.nropesaid,  ''J'he  American  pco 
pie  have  a  fjovernment  wliieli  you  can  neither  .see  nor 
leel.'  Ho  different  is  It  now,  ami  so  great  is  the  change, 
thill  the  iiKjuiry  inigTit  well  be  made  lo  dav,  are  we  not  in 
Con-iaiitiiiople,  in  Si.  Petersburg,  in  Viiiina,  in  Rome,  or 
Inl'aris.'  Military  governors  and  llii'ir  provost  marshals 
override  the  laws,  and  the  echo  of  the  armed  heel  rings 
lortli  aj( clearly  now  in  America  as  In  Kraiiee  or  in  Auslria, 
.and  the  President  sitsi  to-day  guarded  by  armed  siddiers, 
Htatloncd  at  every  approach  leading  to  the  lixeculive  Man- 
Kion." 

What,  sir,  compare  our  Government  with  tliose 
despotisms!  There  is  the  language.  And  why 
do  I  contend  that  evinces  the  disposition  and  heart 
of  a  Irnilor.'  I  contend  so  because  that  is  the  very 
Jnngunge  of  those  who  have  rebelled,  or  did  all  but 
robcj  so  long  us  ihny  were  permitted  to  occupy 
Hcata  upon  this  floor  an<i  in  the  other  end  of  the 
Capitol. 


Wiiat  is  the  next  point  of  evidence  .'  He  then, 
speaking  with  reference  to  the  subjugation  of  the 
South,  and  in  relation  to  language  used  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  gives  another  insult  to 
the  loyalty  of  the  natiori.  I  say  these  little  straws 
of  testimony  also  show  which  way  the  wind  of 
the  feelings  of  that  man's  opinions  blows.  He 
must  give  tliese  listening  galleries  a  specimen  of 
his  uneasiness,  knowing  as  he  does  that  they  but 
represent  the  loyal  sentiments  of  the  country.  He 
says: 

"  But  '  subjugation'lsthe  watchword.  Liberty  and  free- 
dom for  the  slave,  and  subjugation  and  extermination  for 
the  master,  is  the  popular  ery.  Meet  them,  fight  them,  crush 
them,  says  the  gentleman  from  KentuekyJ^  [Mr.  Smith.] 
Sir,  that  is  easily  said  upon  this  floor,  and  is  popular  with 
those  who  from  day  to  day  fill  the  gallery  of  this  House." 

(fit ,  how  some  of  us  hate  popular  opinion  when 
that  popular  opinion  all  runs  in  a  popular  current ! 
Wc  hear  the  argument  tfliat  because  the  last  Con- 
gress did  not  expel  Mr.  Conway,  therefore  this 
Congress  cannot  expel  a  man  who  says  his  feel- 
»ngs  are  more  with  Richmond  than  with  Wash- 
ington. Because  that  Congress  failed  to  do  its 
duty,  is  this  one  to  follow  in  the  same  channel.-' 
And  yet  how  is  that  argument  taken  up  upon  the 
other  side  of  the  House.'  Did  you  ever,  Mr. 
Speaker,  hear  so  many  conflicting  reasons  for  the 
same  conclusion  ?  Nearly  all  of  them  must  rise 
in  their  places  and  say  that  they  disavow  the  sen- 
timents of  the  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long.] 
Why.'  Great  God!  if  they  who  vote  as  they  gen- 
erally do  must  disavow  these  sentiments,  who 
but  rebels  would  sustain  the  man  who  utters  them.' 
Why,  sir,  I  ask  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  what 
is  there  wrong  in  the  opinions  of  the  member  from 
Ohio  .'  If  you  cannotagree  with  those  sentiments 
there  must  be  some  error.  What  is  the  error  .' 
Sir,  it  is  that  terrible  error  which  gives  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemy.  They  seem  delighted  to 
find  the  expressions  of  a  few  [lersons  who  before 
or  at  the  incipiency  of  the  rebellion  had  carelessly 
declared  "  Let  the  Union  slide,"  or  some  such  in- 
cautious sentiment.  I  believe  it  is  claimed  that 
a  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  once  offered  a 
petition  to  the  Senate  for  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union.  Sir,  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  such  pe- 
tition was  ever  offered  by  that  Senator.  I  deny 
it,  and  the  man  who  aflirms  such  a  thing  must 
bring  the  proof. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  vote  for  the  expulsion 
of  this  member  for  the  reason  that  I  believe  from 
his  own  declarations  here  before  us  and  in  the 
face  of  the  foe,  it  is  a  conclusive  fact,  so  far  as 
he  can  externally  manifest  it  in  such  a  place, 
that  he  has  deliberately,  preimeditatedly,  and  by 
words  and  actions  manifestly  shown  that  he  pre- 
fers at  this  time  the  recognition  of  the  southern 
confederacy  to  its  subjection.  Now,  sir,  some 
men  talk  about  the  words  "  subjection  "and  "sub- 
jugation;" and  there  is  a  doleful  howl  over  that 
word  "  abolition.""  How  harmoniously  that  word 
chimes  upon  the  ears  of  Deinocrats!  They  tell 
us  that  everybody  who  docs  not  vote  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  is  an  abolitionist.  Before  this  war 
commenced  who  were  the  abolitionists.'  A  few 
persons  away  up  North  who  were  trying  by  the 
power  of  moral  suasion  and  religion  to  introduce 
churches,  schools,  and  freedom  among  the  south- 
ern people.  That  was  all  they  tried  to  do — these 
few  men  away  u|i  North.  Did  these  abolitionists 
affect  the  institution  of  slavery.'  Sir,  they  af- 
fected it  just  as  much  as  a  large  humble-bee  could 
affect  the  skull  of  a  darkey  through  its  curly  ton- 
sorial  luxuriance.     [Laughter.] 

1  once  heard  of  an  incident  happening  in  a  Dem- 
ocratic county  in  Georgia  which  may  be  applica- 
ble hen!.  An  old  colored  man  and  his  boy  were 
working  in  a  field.  The  boy  noticed  that  as  the 
old  man  was  going  along  hoeing  corn  or  weeding 
(lotton  a  liumble-liee  alighted  on  iiishead,  and  was 
working  away  with  all  its  industry,  energy,  and 
power,  its  long  sting  excited  to  its  utmost  capa- 
city, every  nerve  in  its  brilliant  body  strained  to 
its  utmost  tension  trying  to  reach  the  old  man's 
cranium,  but  never  touching  that  institution.  So, 
sir,  before  this  war  broke  out  u  lew  persons  in 
the  North  were  trying  to  sting  the  institution  of 
slavery.  Hul  the  boy,  not  knowing  that  theold 
man  was  perfectly  secure,  and  feeling  very  so- 
licitous for  paternal  safety,  seized  a  stick  about 
four  feet  long  and  two  inches  in  diameter,  and 
saying,  "  Daddy,  stand  still,"  brought  it  down 
with  a  flail-like  motion  on  the  oUi  nutii's  head, 
missing  the  iiumblc-ljce  and  nearly  killing  the  old 


man.  [Laughter.]  So  it  has  been  with  the  abo- 
litionists and  slavery.  These  secessionists  saw 
a  i'ew  abolitionists  at  the  North  whose  ai'gumcnts 
and  language  never  came  within  the  confines  of 
the  slave  States.  Why.'  Because  those  States 
were  governed  by  Democrats,  and  were  in  favor 
of  "free  speech.'"  They  undertook  to  break  the 
head  of  the  humble-bee  of  abolition  with  their 
club  of  secession,  and  they  have  knocked  the 
brains  outof  slavery,  whilethe  bee  of  abolition  has 
flown  over,  and  is  taking  the  circuit  of  the  Union. 

What  can  you  expect  from  a  man  who  is  a 
traitor?  Is  that  parliamentary,  sir.'  I  have  not 
said  yet  that  he  is  altogether  a  traitor.  He  has 
not  got  a  pistol  in  his  hand;  he  has  not  presented 
Jeff.  Davis  with  a  flag;  he  has  not  carried  any 
contraband  goods  that  I  know  of  down  South; 
but  must  we  wait  until  that  time,  and,  sitting  here, 
listen  to  and  witness  everything  but  that.' 

Sir,  gentlemen  grow  eloquent  over  the  liberty 
of  speech.  Has  this  House  no  right  to  say  who 
are  worthy  members  of  this  body?  Have  we  no 
right  to  purify  this  Hall  and  to  exclude  members 
for  the  utterance  of  treasonable  sentiments  as  well 
as  for  bad  character?  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
rises  in  his  place  here,  and  this  is  the  culmina- 
tion of  his  ideas: 

"  I  believe  that  there  are  but  two  alternatives,  and  these 
are,  either  an  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the 
South  as  an  independent  nation,  or  their  complete  subju- 
gation and  extermination  as  a  people  ;  and  of  these  alter- 
natives 1  prefer  the  former." 

We  may  admire  the  boldness  of  the  utterance. 
He  who  comes  out  thus  plainly  on  the  side  of  the 
rebels  shows  more  courage  than  the  man  who 
gets  up  and  says  he  does  not  agree  with  those 
reasonings,  that  it  is  a  little  nearer  treason  than 
he  will  go,  but  that  he  will  still  vote  to  retain  such 
a  member  in  this  House. 

They  tell  us  we  are  afraid  of  public  opinion. 
Yes,  sir,  we  are  afraid  of  loyal  public  opinion ;  and 
the  man  who  has  not  learned  to  be  afraid  of  it 
may  live  to  see  the  day  when  it  may  return  on 
his  head,  or  else  his  children  may  curse  the  day 
when  he  was  their  father.  Gentlemen  are  horri- 
fied at  the  phrase  "  subjugating  the  South,"  and 
would  have  the  people  believe  that  it  means  some- 
thing very  terrible,  as  if  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  Webster's  Dictionary  in  the  country,  and  as  if 
the  people  did  not  know  that  "  subjugation"  or 
"  subjection"  means  no  such  thing  as  the  slaying 
of  all  the  men,  women,  children,  and  Democrats 
of  the  southern  States.  [Latighter.]  The  word 
has  no  such  meaning.  It  means  the  bringing 
into  legal  submission  and  subjection  to  authority. 
Louisiana  has  been  subjugated;  but  has  slaughter 
come  upon  the  women  and  children?  No,  sir; 
Louisiana  is  coming  back.  Arkansas  and  other 
States  are  beginning  to  hold  up  their  hand.  Other 
States  are  being  also  subjugated  in  the  same  sense; 
and  so  the  work  will  go  on. 

They  tell  u»we  are  making  apolitical  question 
of  this,  and  asTc  us  why  it  is  that,  if  we  do  not 
approve  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
we  subscribe  for  it.  I  will  tell  honorable  gentle- 
men why  we  subscribe  for  that  speech.  It  is  for 
the  [lurpose  of  showing  our  constituents  why  we 
vote  to  expel  the  member  from  Ohio.  When  they 
read  that  speech  they  will  say  "Amen"  to  our 
action. 

We  have  had  everything  dragged  into  this  de- 
bate by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  I  was  al- 
most afraid  that  they  would  bring  to  bear  upon 
it  a  prayer  of  the  Chaplain  to  the  Senate  who,  it 
is  said,  prayed  God  tiie  other  day  to  give  that  . 
body  "more  brains;  more  brains."  [Laughter.] 
1  expected  to  have  had  that  brought  in  as  evi- 
dence that  the  Union  party  was  lost.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  my  colleague  [Mr.  Broomall] 
has  asked  me  to  yield  him  a  portion  of  my  time, 
and  I  now  do  so  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  As  no  gentleman  claims  the 
floor,  I  will  move  that'  the  H(>use  lake  a  recess 
till  seveno'clock.  I  will  state  that  I  desire  to  ask 
the  House  to  come  to  a  vote  upon  this"  resolution 
this  afternoon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
tiie  House,  several  of  them,  remarked  to  me  yes-i 
terday  that  if  the  debate  continued  during  the  day 
and  evening,  and  during  to-day,  they  would  think 
that  would  be  a  fair  range  of  discussion,  and  that 
they  would  assist  in  coming  to  a  vote  before  the 
udjifurnment  over  until  Thursday.  ' 

While  up,  I  will  say  also  in  this  connection" 
that  when  1  shall  rise  to  close  the  debate  and  move 
the  previous  question,  while  the  rules  would  give 
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tne  tlie  right  to  make  the  closing'  speech,!  do  not 
•lesire  to  avail  myself  of  that  privilege.  1  desire 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  shall 
have  the  privilege  accorded  to  him  of  closing  the 
debate  after  I  have  submitted  the  remarks  I  may 
have  to  make.  I  wish  to  do  him  full  justice,  and 
I  shall  ask  the  House  to  accord  to  him  that  cour- 
tesy, with  this  reservation,  that  should  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  course  of  his  observations  depart 
from  themeritsof  the  controversy  and  indulge  in-, 
remarks  personal  to  myself,  I  shall  ask  the  priv- 
ilege of  reply. 

Mr.  NOBLE.  I  hope  this  question  will  not  be 
pressed  to  a  vote  to-night.  I  myself  have  been 
for  a  week  confined  to  my  room,  and  I  do  not 
want  to  be  compelled  to  remain  here  during  a 
night  session,  and  I  do  not  desire  that  such  a 
question  as  this  should  be  voted  on  without  the 
privilege  of  being  present. 

Mr.  COX.  1  will  say  to  my  friend,  the  dis- 
tinguished Speaker,  that  there  are  several  other 
members  who  propose  to  speak,  and  I  think  there 
are  several  gen  tlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  who 
are  willing  to  speak  this  evening  and  before  we 
take  a  recess.  I  think  the  best  arrangement,  there- 
fore, if  any  arrangement  be  made  at  all,  would  be 
to  take  a  vote  on  this  resolution  on  Thursday, 
and  that  when  we  come  together  on  that  day  it  be 
taken  without  further  discussion. 

Several  Members  addressed  the  Chair,  desiring 
to  speak. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  rise  to  the  pointof  order  that 
every  member  in  the  House  nearly  is  standing 
upon  the  floor,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  hear 
what  is  going  on. 

Mr.  COX.  Including  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  submit  the  question  of  order, 
and  ask  the  Speaker  to  recognize  it. 

The  SPEAKER /)»-o  tempore.  The  pointof  or- 
der is  well  taken,  and  the  business  will  not  pro- 
ceed till  the  House  comes  to  order. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  am  willing  to  yield 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  a  recess,  if  it  is  de- 
sirable-. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  we  shall  take  a  recess 
until  seven  o'clock  without  any  further  under- 
standing as  to  anything  beyond. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cox]  made  the  suggestion  that  the  debate 
be  allowed  to  goon  until  Thursday,  and  the  vote 
be  taken  then  without  further  debate.  I  feel  it  a 
duty  to  ask  the  House  to  come  to  an  early  vote 
upon  this  resolution,  and  as  I  have  the  matter  in 
charge  I  must  designate  the  time  when  I  propose 
to  move  the  previous  question.  I  am  willing, 
however,  to  say  that  if  there  be  a  unanimous  un- 
derstanding that  we  shall  close  this  debate  at  half 
past  twelve  o'clock  on  Thursday,  subject  to  the 
speaking  of  myself  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Long,]  I  will  consent  to  that. 

Mr.  COX.  Let  me  say  right  here,  that  the 
gentlemen  on  this  side  cannot  consent  to  that, 
and  I  therefore  withdraw  any  proposition  I  have 
made.  Gentlemen  here  do  not  consent  to  it.  They 
do  not  know  how  many  may  wish  to  debate  this 
question,  whether  half  a  dozen  or  a  dozen. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  1  wish  to  say  to  gentlemen 
upon  the  otlier  side  of  the  House,  that  there  are 
gentlemen  over  here  who  are  Veady  to  goon  at  this 
moment,  and  who  would  rather  go  on  now  than 
to  be  cut  off  from  expressing  their  views  upon 
this  question. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana to  allow  me  a  single  word.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  nor  no  other  gentleman 
from  that  side  will  insist  upon  an  early  vote  upon 
the  question.  I  want  each  man  on  this  side  and 
on  the  other  side  to  be  heard  who  desires  an  op- 
portunity. I  think  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country,  and  for  the  progress  of  truth  and 
right,  that  this  discussion  be  full  and  ample.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  gentlemen  will  not  insist 
upon  a  vote  until  all  have  been  heard. 

Mr.  CRAVENS.  I  hope  the  House  will  ac- 
cord to  the  sentiments  uttered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky.  I  know  that  there  are  many 
members  here  who  desire  to  be  heard  upon  this 
resolution.  It  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance that  they  should  be  heard,  and  I  hope  that 
no  arrangements  for  closing  this  debate  will  be 
made  at  this  time.  I  do  think,  however,  that 
tlitne  is  a  propriety  in  taking  a  recess;  anil^hope 
iny  colleague  from  Indiana  will  propose  that, and 


then  let  the  debate  go  on  without  further  arrange- 
ment. 

Mr.  COLFAX..  After  my  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky has  been  here  as  many  years  as  some  older 
members  of  the  FIousc  he  will  entertain  a  differ- 
ent opinion.  He  will  find  that  if  it  be  proposed 
to  let  the  debate  run  until  every  member  who  de- 
sires to  shall  have  spoken  on  the  subject,  it  will 
be  months  before  we  can  come  to  a  vote.  Such 
at  least  has  been  my  experience.  There  havebeen 
more  names  proposed  already  to  speak  than  can 
be  accommodated  in  two  or  three  days,  and  if  it 
be  proposed  that  the  debates  shall  continue  until 
every  member  has  had  an  opportunity  to  speak 
— and  every  member  can  speak  and  will  be  will- 
ing to  speak — this  matter  will  go  on  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  public  business. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  conclude  what  I  have  to  say. 
I  will  withdraw  my  motion  for  a  recess,  as  gen- 
tlemen desire  more  time  for  speaking,  and  as  we 
are  informed  there  are  othergentlemen  on  that  side 
of  the  House  who  are  ready  to  go  on  now  with- 
out recess.  I  will  not  demand  the  votes  on  the 
propositions  to-night,  but  I  give  notice  that  at 
half  past  twelve  o'clock  on  Thursday  next  I  in- 
tend to  ask  the  House  to  come  to  a  vote  on  the 
propositions  subject  to  the  two  speeches  I  have  re- 
ferred to.  Then  I  will  desire  to  test  the  question 
as  to  the  sincerity  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  who  told  me  they  wished  the  de- 
bates to  be  closed  for  reasons  which  they  stated 
— not  concerning  the  merits  of  the  questions  one 
way  or  the  otlier,  but  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  public  business.  If  the  de- 
bates were  suffered  to  continue  to-day  they  told 
me  that  they  would  aid  me  in  closing  it  at  half 
past  twelve  o'clock  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  hoped  that 
discussion  would  have  been  closed  on  this  reso- 
lution to-night,  and  that  consent  would  have  been 
given  all  around  for  that  purpose.  I  trust  that 
the  effort  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  close 
it  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock  on  Thursday  next 
will  be  successful.  The  country  demands  that 
we  should  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  other 
questions  which  are  prevented  from  coming  before 
the  House  by  this  discussioti.  It  is  time,  sir,  that 
we  should  dispose  of  the  other  great  public  ques- 
tions which  are  before  us.  The  lax  bill  is  pend- 
ing and  ought  to  be  acted  on.  The  country  de- 
mands that  we  should  dispose  of  that  important 
measure.  The  finances  of  the  country  are  at  this 
time  staggering.  Gold  is  rising  to  an  unprece- 
dented extent.  It  is  due  to  the  people  and  to  the 
Government  that  we  should  proceed  at  once  to  the 
consideration  of  the  public  business. 

Mr.  GANSON.  Is  there  any  tax  bill  before  the 
House.'  Has  it  been  reported  from  iheCommittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or  is  it  ready  to  be  reported? 

Mr.  FENTON.  The  committee  will  be  ready 
to  report  a  tax  bill  if  this  matter  now  pending  is 
disposed  of  at  the  time  indicated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana.  The  bill  is  prepared  and  already 
printed. 

Mr.  GANSON.  Then  I  am  opposed  to  spend- 
ing any  more  time  in  making  buncombe  speeches 
if  we  can  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  legiti- 
mate business. 

Mr.  KNAPP.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana whether  he  will  call  for  a  vote  on  this  resolu- 
tion to-night  in  any  event.-' 

Mr.  COLFAX.     I  will  not. 

Mr.  KNAPP.  Then  I  will  help  the  gentleman 
to  close  debate  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  suggest  that  we  take  a  re- 
cess until  seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  1  have  already  informed  my 
colleague  that  I  do  not  propose  to  take  the  vote 
to-night,  and  I  hope  that  no  recess  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  With  the  permis- 
sion of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  1  will  move 
that  the  House  take  a  recess. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  yield  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  a  recess,  l)ut  for  no  other  purpose. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  move  that 
the  House  take  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock  this 
evening. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  am  willing  to  sit  here  with- 
out a  recess,  if  there  are  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  who  desire  to  continue  the  debate  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  do  not  care  whether 
there  is  a  recess  or  not. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  Then  I  with- 
draw my  motion. 


Mr.  HOLMAN.     1  renew.it. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  that  the  House  take 
a  recess  until  six  o'clock  this  evening. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  then  (at  half  past  four  o'clock, p.  m.)the 
House  took  a  recess  until  six  o'clock  p.  m. 

evening'session. 
The  House  resumed  its  session  at  six  o'clock, 
p.  m. 
Mr.  HARRINGTON,  who  was  entitled  to  the 

floor,  yielded  to 

Mr.  CRAVENS,  who  said:  I  thank  my  col- 
league for  the  courtesy  he  has  extended  to  me  on 
this  occasion,  for  it  will  enable  me  to  make  a  few 
remarks  which  perhaps  otherwise  I  should  not 
have  the  opportunity  to  offer.  The  Speaker  an- 
nounced to  the  House  this  evening  before  the  re- 
cess his  determination  to  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  to-morrow,  which  will  close  the  debate 
after  this  evening  except  one  or  two  speeches. 
There  are  a  number  of  gentlemen  on  thi^  side  of 
the  House  who  desire  to  speak  on  this  question 
before  the  debate  is  closed.  I  had  intended  if  th> 
discussion  was  continued  to  have  spoken  more  at 
length  than  I  shall  now  feel  at  liberty  to  do.  1 
"cannot  do  more  now  than  state  very  briefly  my 
position  on  the  subject  before  us.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances I  would  not  even  do  that  if  I  did  not 
fe.el  that  this  was  a  most  important  question, one 
involving  the  fundamental  principles  upon  which 
the  Governmentisestablished.  I  feel  that  it  is  my 
duty  to  enter  my  protest  against  the  passage  of 
the  resolution  if  I  do  no  more. 

I  regret  the  introduction  of  the  resolution  to 
expel  the  honorable  member  from  the  second 
district  of  Ohio.  I  regret  that  my  colleague  (the 
Speaker  of  this  House)  should  have  felt  it  incum- 
bent on  himself  to  offer  the  resolution  of  expul- 
sion. That  work  might  have  been  assigned  to 
some  member  less  conspicuous  with  great  pro- 
priety, if  it  had  to  be  done  at  all.  I  was  not  pres- 
ent when  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  made  his 
speech,  but  I  have  read  it  carefully  since  its  pub- 
lication, and  I  do  not  indorse  it.  I  think  it  a 
speech  that  ought  not  to  have  been  made  under 
all  the  surrounding  circumstances.  I  thought  so 
before  it  was  delivered,  and  so  stated  to  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Ohio,  who  had  the  frank- 
ness to  tell  me  that  he  was  going  to  take  in  his 
speech  the  position  he  has  taken;  but,  sir,  while 
I  doubted  the  propriety  of  his  making  the  speech, 
I  have  not  nor  do  I  now  doubt  his  perfect  right 
tomal^eit.  He  is  responsible  to  his  constituents,- 
and  to  no  one  else.  1  do  not  believe  that  there  is 
anything  in  the  speech  which  should  subject  the 
honorable  member  to  either  censure  or  expulsion. 
I  believe  that  if  it  was  calculated  to  do  harm  to 
the  Union  cause  the  importance  given  to  it  by 
this  resolution  of  expulsion  will  increase  that 
liarm  a  hundred  fold. 

The  gentleman,  after  reviewing  the  progress 
for  the  last  three  years  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  we  have  to  ac- 
cept cither  one  or  the  other  of  two  alternatives; 
that  is,-  we  mui^t  acknowledge  the  southern  con- 
federacy or  we  must  subjugate  and  extei-minate 
the  southern  people.  Of  the  two  he  prefers  the 
former.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  agree  that  we  have 
to  accept  either  of  his  alternatives.  I  hope  we 
may  never  be  compelled  to  acknowledge  the 
southern  confederacy,  and  I  can  think  of  nothing 
more  abhorrent  to  my  mind  than  the  idea  of  ex- 
terminating all  the  men,  women,  and  children  of 
the  South.  ,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  possible  to  do  it, 
and  if  it  were  I  would  not  accept  it  as  an  ultorna- 
tive.  My  humanity  revolts  at  the  thought  of  blot- 
ting out  in  blood  eight  millions  of  our  own  people. 

Sir,  I  have  been  astonished  to  hear  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  talk  so  flippantly  about  exterm- 
inating the  South,  and  populating  that  country 
with  a  better  people;  I  think  all  such  talk  idle  and 
foolish.  I  am  not  surprised  that  this  question 
has  excited  the  public  mind  to  the  extent  it  has, 
for  it  rises  in  importance  far  above  any  personal 
bearing  it  may  have  on  the  gentleman  from  Ohio; 
it  touches  every  member,  it  reaolics  home  to  the 
people,  it  goes  to  the  very  foundation  of  your 
Government.  You  strike  down  the  freedom  of 
debate  here,  and  you  will  do  the  same  thing  with 
the  people.  How  are  the  people  to  be  heard  here 
except  through  their  Representative.'  Close  his 
lips,  and  what  redress  have  they .'    None,  except 
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that  whicli  is  always  open  lo  them  for  tlirir 
escape  from  tyramry,  and  that  is  ihc  right  of 
revolution.  The  next  move  that  will  be  mnde  will 
be  to  have  a  committee  appointed  whose  duly  it 
shall  be  to  examine  llio  s|iccciies  of  members  be- 
fore they  are  delivered,  and  determine  what  shall 
and  what  shall  not  be  said.  It  is  coming;  to  that, 
if  we  do  not  assert  our  rij|;ht  under  the  Conslitu- 
tion  to  the  iVeedom  of  debate. 

Now  is  the  time  when  we  ought  to  indulge  the 
largest  liberty  of  debate.  We  are  in  a  terrible 
war,  daily  drawing  on  the  blood  and  treasure  of 
the  people  lo  keep  it  up.  New  questions  are  daily 
presented  lo  us  for  discussion, and  new  issues  are 
constantly  before  us.  We  have  to  meet  these 
issues,  and  we  must  be  free  to  do  it.  We  will  not 
be  free  if  you  establish  a  censorship  over  us.  I 
regret  to  witness  that  spirit  of  prescriptive  intol- 
erance which  is  manifested  by  the  dominant  party 
on  this  floor  and  elsewhere  toward  those  who 
differ  politically  with  them. 

Sir, -in  this  great  contest  it  will  require  the  aid 
and  support  of  every  loyal  man  of  the  North  to 
put  down  armed  rebellion  and  restore  the  Union. 
Those  who  are  responsible  now  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Union,  if  they  could  comprehend  the 
task  before  them,  would  see  at  once  that  they 
could  not  ignore  a  million  and  a  half  of  Demo- 
cratic electors  at  the  North.  They  must  have  the 
assistance  of  that  element  of  national  strength  if 
they  succeed,  and  yet  they  seem  entirely  indiffer- 
ent toward  them.  You  are  swift  to  di;nounce 
every  man  a  traitor  or  a  copperhead  who  does  not 
agree  willi  you  in  all  your  political  dogmas.  You 
are  vehement  in  your  denunciations  of  every  man 
who  does  not  to  the  fullest  extent  indorse  your 
present  war  policy;  when  there  is  not  one  man 
among  you  of  the  most  common  intelligence  who 
does  not  Know  that  you  have  entirely  changed  the 
policy  of  the  war,  and  you  know  thai  we  honestly 
believe  that  that  change  is  unwise,  if  not  ruinous, 
to  both  North  and  South;  yet  we  have  made  no 
factious  opposition  to  the  Administration;  we  have 
given  you  all  the  men  and  all  the  money  you  have 
asked  for,  and  if  you  have  not  succeeded  it  is  not 
the  fault  of  the  Democracy.  We  have  no  failli 
in  you,  but  we  have  faith  in  the  Army  if  your 
politicians  will  let  it  alone.  And  we  have  faith 
in  the  people.  Their  sober  second  thought  can 
hardly  fail  to  be  right. 

I  find  that  I  am  trespassing  on  the  time  of  my 
colleague.  I  should  like  lo  have  replied  losome 
remarks  of  my  colleague  from  the  eighth  district 
[Mr.  Orth]  UKidc  on  last  evening,  in  which  he 
referred  lo  the  Democracy  of  our  Slale,  and  es- 
pecially lo  the  Democratic  members  from  the 
State,  whom  he  said  were  elected  on  a  war  plat- 
form; he  rrftrred  to  the  Democratic  Legi.slaUuc 
of  the  Slate,  and  lo  the  .soldiers  who  had  pub- 
lished an  address  to  the  Democracy  of  the  Stale. 

I  have  not  timis  to  make  any  commenis  now 
upon  his  .speech  more  than  to  sny  thai  he  has  not 
done  Justice  to  the  Democracy  of  the  Slate.  1 
will,  as  soon  as  1  can  have  an  ()|)porlunily,  vindi- 
cate my  own  position  nnd  those  who  agree  with 
me  on  the  war  question  in  my  own  Stale.  I 
fihall  vote  against  the  re.solution,  believing  it  to 
be  one  of  the  evidences  thai  mark  our  tendency 
to  centralization  ofpowerand  lo  despotism.  For 
the  present  I  can  only  express  the  hope  that  our 
gallant  Army  in  the  field  may  be  successful  in 
pulling  down  armed  rebellion,  that  the  Union 
may  be  restored,  and  that  peace  and  prosperity 
may  once  more  bless  the  land. 

i\Ir.  HARRINGTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  before 
entering  upon  what  I  desire  to  say  with  reference 
to  the  extraordinary  resolution  rmw  before  the 
HouBo,  it  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  make 
my  acknowletlgmenlio  my  colleague,  the  Speaker 
of  this  House,  for  the  courtesy  hi;  has  extended 
to  me  in  giving  me  the  floor  on  this  occasion. 
However  I  may  differ  with  him  with  r(;ferenceto 
the  policy  which  he  may  pursue  and  wliii;h  he 
has  pursued  upon  this  oe<;asi<)n,  I  trust  1  am  not 
80  Ijigoted  in  my  notions  that  I  cannot  extend  to 
liim  an  appreciation  of  llie  courtesies  whicli  Ik; 
has  extended  to  ine;  and  in  the  remaiks  which  I 
shall  make  in  reference  lo  the  position  which  .my 
honoral)lc  colleague  occupies  in  reference  to  tin; 
resolution  before  the  Hoil-jc,!  shall  allude  only  to 
his  political  position.  Cor  it  i.s  that  and  iioUiis  in- 
dividual position  that  appiai.'^  bclbn;  the  eoiiiitry . 
I  am  aware,  uh  has  been  slated  by  my  colleague, 
(hat  wo  (irc  in  the  midst  of  a  war  nnd  revolution 


which  are  exercising  the  mind  and  energies  of 
the  nation.  1  am  aware  that  not  only  my  col- 
league and  his  friends,  but  myself  and  every  other 
member  who  has  at  heart  the  interests  of  our 
country,  are  sorely  exercised  on  account  of  the 
rebellion  that  now  distracts  our  country.  I  am 
not,  sir,  one  of  the  number  that  has  ever  given  one 
silent  thought  or  one  word  of  encouragement  or 
countenance  to  the  rebellion  that  would  tear 
asuiider  this  once  happy  country  and  leave  the 
people,  whose  prospects  were  so  bright,  and  who 
bade  fair  to  overshadow  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
in  danger  of  an  absolute  destruction  of  the  in- 
stitutions under  which  they  live. 

I  was  surprised,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  entered 
this  House  on  Saturday  last  to  find  my  colleague 
not  in  the  usual  place  which  has  been  assigned 
lo  him  by  a  majority  of  this  House,  and  which 
he  has  filled  with  satisfaction,  I  believe,  to  this 
side  of  the  House;  1  know  he  has  done  so  as  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  lias 
done  so  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  entire  House. 
I  say  I  was  surprised  when  I  found  him  on  the 
floor  as  the  prosecutor  and  accuser  of  a  brother 
member,  offering  a  resolution  of  expulsion.  I  felt 
thai  his  position  would  give  ecZof  before  the  coun- 
try to  the  charge  he  had  made.  I  did  not  ques- 
tion his  right  to  lake  the  step;  but, sir,  I  do  ques- 
tion the  propriety  of  our  worthy  Speaker  turning 
prosecutor  and  common  informer,  instead  of  leav- 
ing the  matter  to  other  gentlemen  upon  the  floor, 
who  were  certainly  as  able  and  willing  lo  assume 
these  duties,  and  retaining  his  position  as  Speaker 
in  the  chair.  In  that  respect  I  believe  the  reso- 
lution that  has  been  introduced  for  the  expulsion 
of  the  gentleman  from  the  second  district  of  Ohio 
has  a  feature  of  which  there  is  no  record  in  the 
annals  of  this  House. 

Having  said  this  much  with  reference  to  the 
nature  of  the  prosecution,  and  without  impugning 
at  all  the  motives  of  my  colleague,  I  will  simply 
add  this  remark,  that  I  regard  this  proceeding  as 
partisan,  and  not  as  one  prompted  by  patriotism. 
It  is  a  ]iarlisan  movement  lo  send  before  a  dis- 
tracted country,  which  already  reels  and  staggers 
beneath  an  accursed  rebellion,  one  more  cause  of 
dissension  for  political  ends,  the  ends  of  the  party 
to  which  my  colleague  belongs — a  parly  which 
would  baptize  the  nation  in  blood,  provided  that 
from  that  baptismal  font  they  could  rise  triumph- 
ant in  the  coming  election.  I  may  do  injustice  to 
the  gentleman,  but  I  express  my  opinion  honestly 
and  without  reserve. 

Having  said  this  much  with  reference  to  the 
nature  of  this  prosecution  and  the  intention  which 
1  believe  exists  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
lo  build  up  the  Jacobin  parly  lo  which  lliey  be- 
long, I  pass  on  lo  address  myself  for  a  moment 
to  the  reniarks  of  my  colleague  from  the  eighth 
district. 

I  was  somewhat  struck  when  I  came  into  the 
House  last  evening  and  saw  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Ortti]  in  a  perfect  exhibition  of  contortions,  his 
bands  and  fingers  flying  like  a  thousand  streamers 
from  a  pleasure-boat,  defining  the  position  which 
I  and  other  Democrats  of  Indiana  had  occupied 
in  the  canvass  of  lb62.  I  do  not  question  his 
right  to  do  so,  but  I  must  say  thai  after  listening 
to  my  honorable  colleague ,  who  until  I  formed 
his  acquaintance  in  this  House  was  to  me  a 
stranger,  the  rhodoinontade  was  pretty  much  all 
there  was  of  it.  He  presented  himself  as  the  ex- 
ponent of  the  issues  in  Democratic  districts  in  the 
Sl»t(;  of  Indiana,  and  claimed  that  he  had  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  principles  upon  which  my- 
self and  other  members  on  this  side  were  elected 
in  the  fall  of  1862.  I  wish  lo  call  the  ai^tenlion  of 
the  House  for  a  lew  moments  to  the  issues  in  the 
third  congressional  district.  I  will  not  speak  of 
the  seventh;  the  gentleman  from  llie  seventh  dif- 
fers Irom  niy.self  on  some  jioints.  1  caiiiiol  and 
will  not  S|)eak  for  the  second  or  fourth  congres- 
sional districts;  the  members  from  those  ilislricts 
can  speak  for  themselves;  ihcy  are  in  their  seals. 

My  colleague  says  that  Ihe  issue  in  all  the  dis- 
tricts that  are  now  represi'iited  by  certain  Di;nio- 
crals  on  this  side  of  the  House  in  the  fall  of  16G'2 
was  that  we  were  for  a  more  vigorous  and  ultra 
prosecution  of  the  war  than  the  Republicans  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  ORTH.  I  except(;d  the Terre  Haute  and 
ICvansvillc  dislricls,  but  in  all  the  other  Demo- 
cratic districts  of  the  Slate  that  was  the  issue  as 
1  understood. 


Mr.  HARRINGTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  am 
glad  my  colleague  did  except  these  districts,  for 
really  1  do  not  know  what  the  issues  were  in  the 
others.  But  he  includes  my  disiricl,  which  is  the 
third,  and  says  he  understands  that  the  issue  was 
in  substance  this:  that  the  Democracy  were  fora 
more  ultra  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war 
than  the  Republicans,  and  that  therefore  my  op- 
ponent, Hon.  Mr.  Dunn,  was  defeated.  The 
gentleman  is  slightly  mistaken.  On  the  8th  of 
January,  1862,  a  Slate  convention  was  held  at  In- 
dianapolis, at  which  I  had  the  honor  of  being  a 
delegate,  representing  in  part  the  county  of  Jef- 
ferson. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  Orth]  is  well  aware  that 
in  the  canvass  of  1862  he  attacked  the  platform 
of  that  Slale  convention.  Mr. Speaker,  I  voted 
for  that  platform  and  indorsed  it.  My  competitor, 
Hon.  William  McKee  Dunn,  charged  upon  me 
in  the  canvass  that  though  he  believed  I  was  loyal 
to  the  country  at  heart,  and  though  he  acknowl- 
edged my  services  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
in  assisting  to  raise  forces  lo  overcome  this  rebel- 
lion, still  I  had  the  stigma  upon  me  of  having 
been  a  member  of  that  convention.  I  never 
avoided  the  point,  and  preferred  to  meet  the  issue 
fairly.  I  said  in  the  canvass  to  those  who  heard  me 
thai  I  was  a  member  of  the  8th  of  January  conven- 
tion; that  I  voted  for  each  plank  in  that  platform; 
and  that  if  they  could  not  indorse  that,  of  course 
they  would  not  indorse  me.  That  was  the  ground 
I  took  before  the  people  at  every  hustings,  for 
we  had  a  joint  debate  throughout  the  district  of 
eight  weeks. 

What  was  in  that  platform.^  Among  other 
things  was  a  resolution  declaring  that  we  were  in 
favor  of  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the 
Union — the  Union  as  it  was  and  the  Constitution 
as  it  is — but  that  we  were  opposed  to  a  war  for 
the  purpose  of  subjugation.  That  was  in  the 
platform,  and  it  was  read  and  rung  by  my  com- 
petitor on  every  stump.  I  was  fora  prosecution 
of  the  war  within  the  Constitution,  and  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  overcoming  resistance  lo  the 
execution  of  the.  laws,  and  maintaining  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  all  and  the  integrity  of  llio 
Union.  I  know  the  temper  of  the  people  whom  I 
represent;  they  have  furnished  their  quotas  with- 
out draft  from  the  first  to  the  last  call  of  the  Pres- 
ident, as  they  intended  for  the  purposes  I  have 
indicated.  I  do  nol  speak  of  this  boastiiigly,  but 
to  show  the  folly  and  madness  of  those  on  the 
other  side  who  think  that  God  has  vested  in  them 
all  the  patriotism,  manhood,  and  decency  of  the 
country. 

That  platform,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  not  only  in- 
dorsed by  me  upon  llie  slump,  but  was  made  a 
part  of  the  congressional  platform  upon  which  I 
accepted  a  Democratic  nominaiion.  Al'ier  declar- 
ing fora  prosecution  ofihe  war,in  favor  of  which 
I  now  am,  (hoping  as  1  do  Cor  a  change  of  Ad- 
ministration,) it  also  declared  thai — 

"  \Vc  liere!)y  adopt  as  a  part  of  tlie  present  plalliirm  the 
platform  of  tlie  Doiiiocnilie  cnavpiilloii  lielil  ;U  iMiliiluiipo- 
lis,  in  the  State  oflMdiuiia,  on  tlic  f^tli  of Jiiaiiary,  1862." 

Having  said  this  much  in  reply  lo  him — I  know 
my  colleague  will  notdeny  the  statements  I  have 
made — I  desire  to  present  another  question  with 
regard  lo  the  canvass  in  the  third  distriel.  In  that 
canvass  I  declared  myself  in  favor  of  the  i.)rose- 
cution  of  the  war,  in  favor  of  furnishing  white 
troops  anil  money  for  that  purpose;  and  I  pledged 
myself  to  my  constituents  that  1  would  never  vote 
a  dollar  to  put  the  black  barbarian  in  the  Army 
beside  llie  scar-worn  veteran  soldier,  nor  for  the 
purchase  of  his  emancipation.  This  was  and  is  a 
inalter  upon  which  the  citizen  and  the  soldier  in 
and  from  my  ilistrictare  extremely  sensitive.  I 
jiledged  in  y  self  to  them,  and  1  have  kept  that  pledge 
iaithl'ully,  and  will  keepil.  Point  to  your  ri;cords 
and  you  will  find  that  when  you  have  attempted 
to  raise  negro  soldiers,  and  yni  have  tried  to 
gel  my  vole  for  that  pur|iose,  il  has  becm  given 
against  it.  1  repeal  that  1  ple(lged  myself  against 
it  to  my  constituents,  and  had  1  lietrayed  them  and 
voted  for  it  upon  this  floor  and  nUurn  to  my  con- 
stituency, I  ought  not  lo  have  been  permitted  to 
remain  in  my  district  for  an  hour.  1  believe  I 
would  have  been  driven  out  by  violence.  I  know 
in  such  case  I  would  be  an  object  of  disgust  to  a 
patriotic  and  overburdened  people. 

Si)|^my  constituents  are  ready  to  give  you 
while  soldiers  to  jjut  down  the  rebellion,  but  they 
want  nothing  to  do  with  the  negro  soldiem  who 
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luivebeen  intvoduced  into  our  armies  for  the  pur- 
pose of  freeing  tlicm  under  the  abolition  jyt'etense 
that  they  arc  expected  to  fight  the  battles  of 'the 
country,  wiien  it  is  known  tliey  will  give  no  fight- 
ing strength  to  our  Army,  but  will  be  the  cause  of 
a  liumiliatiiig  annoyanct  to  our  western  soldiers. 

While  on  the  stump  during  the  canvass  in  my 
district  in  1862  I  asked  my  competitor  whether  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  and 
the  taxing  of  white  men  to  pay  for  them,  and 
whether  he  was  in  favor  of  bringing  the  negroes 
into  the  Army  to  share  with  the  white  men  of  my 
district  the  glory  of  fighting  the  battles  for  freedom 
and  theConstitution.  When  I  put  that  question  to 
him  lie  said,  No,  I  am  in  favor  of  using  them  to 
foi'tifyand  dig  trenches  and  save  our  soldiers  from 
such  labor.  To  this  I  hadnoobjection.  I  undertake 
tosay  that  any  man  who  would  come  into  that  dis- 
trict and  advocate  the  enlistmentof  negro  soldiers 
and  taxation  of  the  people  for  emancipation  would 
lose  half  \\\e  llepuhlicaii  vote,  certainly  would  lose 
a  large  portion  of  it,  and  the  district  is  Democratic 
by  fifteen  hundred  votes.  Indiana  wants  no 
negroes  to  figlit  her  battles.  I  am  aware  that 
another  feeling  prevails  in  another  section  of  the 
country.  1  know  that  the  people  al  home  in 
New  England  want  negro  soldiers,  because  the 
people  at  home  have  no  stomach  for  the  fight;  they 
want  the  negro  to  fight  battles  for  them.  [Hisses 
in  the  gallery.]  Such  demonstrations  do  not  dis- 
turb me.  They  are  the  men  who  hang  about  to 
disturb  a  deliberative  body  and  want  negroes  to 
fight  their  battles  or  at  least  fill  the  quotas  of  their 
States.  Indiana  and  the  West  send  white  men  to 
the  armies  of  the  country,  who  with  their  own 
strong  right  arms  hurl  the  bolts  of  war  against  the 
enemy  with  a  prowess  that  adds  a  noble  fame  to 
the  arms  of  the  country. 

So  much  for  the  canvass  in  the  third  district  of 
Indiana.  1  thought  this  much  was  due  to  my 
constituency.  I  have  said  it  with  no  feeling  of 
disrespect  for  my  colleague,  because  1  know  him 
to  be  too  honest  a  man  to  misrepresent  me  or  my 
people  or  any  people  knowingly. 

Mv.  BOUTWELL.  With  the  assent  of  the 
gentleman  I  desire  to  ask  if  he  has  any  evidence 
on  which  he  bases  the  remark  that  the  soldiers 
of  New  England  have  no  stomach  for  fighting.' 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  1  did  not  say  soldiers, 
sir,  butthefieople  at  home  in  some  of  those  States. 
Of  those  men  I  can  only  judge  by  their  Repre- 
sentatives upon  this  floor,  who  vote  for  negroes 
to  fill  their  quotas.  We  have  no  need  of  negro 
soldiers  in  Indiana.  Indiana  has  always  filled 
up  lier  quota  on  every  call  promptly  with  white 
soldiers.  The  gentleman  asks  in  reference  to 
New  England  soldiers.  I  did  not  speak  of  New 
England  soldiers;  I  spoke  of  New  England  Rep- 
resentatives and  citizens  who  do  not  go  into  the 
Army. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  words  of  the  gentleman,  that  New 
England  soldiers  had  no  stomach  fur  fighting. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  Not  the  soldiers,  the 
people  who  do  not  fill  her  quotas. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  What  evidence  has  the 
gentleman  that  the  people  of  New  England  have 
no  stomach  for  fighting.' 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  The  evidence  of  their 
representatives  who  came  to  Indiana  to  recruit 
negro  soldiers  to  fill  their  places. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  has  any  evidence  that  any  recruiting 
officer  from  New  England  has  gone  to  Indiana  to 
recruit  negro  soldiers? 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  There  is  no  doubt  of 
tlie  fact  of  Governor  Andrew  having  such  re- 
cruiting agents  in  Indiana.  I  know  it  by  circu- 
lars which  were  issuetl  there,  and  from  the  fact 
that  negroes  in  my  own  town  and  district  were 
recruited  and  sent  to  join  Massachusetts  regi- 
merits.     It  was  done  openly. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.     I  wish  to  say 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  not  take  up  all  of  my  time. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  1  de.sire  not  to  take  all 
the  gentleman's  timi:,  but  I  wish  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman to  point  to  any  vote  of  any  Representa- 
tive from  New  England,  upon  this  floor  or  else- 
where, to  justify  tli(!  remark  made  by  him.  Sir, 
no  portion  of  this  Union  would  have  suflered  so 
little  fi-oni  peaceable  secession  as  New  liigland. 
Yet,  sir,  having  control  of  one  half  the  maritime 
power  of  the  country,  she  rallied  to  the  cause 


of  the  Republic.  She  has  sent  her  men  without 
stint;  she  has  poured  out  her  blood  from  first  to 
last  in  defense  of  the  Union.  I  know  of  no  act  of 
her  Representatives  to  justify  the  remark  that  her 
soldiers  or  her  people  have  no  stomach  for  fighting. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  say  it  of  your  people 
at  home,  because  you  want  negroes  to  do  your 
fighting  for  you,  and  their  Representatives  have 
this  session  voted  for  enlisting  negro  slaves  in  the 
Army.  Indiana  has  never  had  a  draft.  She  has 
filled  her  quotas  by  volunteer  white  men.  Can 
the  gentleman  say  as  much  for  his  State?  You 
have  had  a  draft  there. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  Very  likely  there  will  be 
no  draft  there,  but  I  will  say  that  if  an  enrollment 
is  ordered  it  will  be  carried  into  effect,  and  sub- 
mitted to  without  the  intervention  of  any  mob  to 
prevent  it.   [Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  We  have  no  mobs  in 
Indiana,  but  the  loyal  white  men  volunteer  and 
fight  the  battles  of  tlie  country,  and  do  not  go 
round  seekiig  for  negroes  to  do  it  for  them.  [Hiss- 
ing in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  think  we  have  suffered  sufficiently  from  the 
maiiifestations  of  New  England  men  in  the  gal- 
leries. [Cries  of  "  Order!"  from  the  Republican 
side  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  object  to  any  man  saying 
here  without  authority  that  New  England  men 
alone  create  disturbances  in  the  galleries.  [Cries 
of  "Order!"  from  the  Democratic  side  of  the 
House.] 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
and  have  a  right  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  believe  that  New  England 
men  in  the  galleries  are  making  these  disturb- 
ances. [Cries  of  "  Order  !"  "Order!"]  You  can 
call  order  as  much  as  you  please,  but  1  have  the 
floor.  I  make  the  point  of  order,  and  I  repeat  it, 
that  I  believe  it  is  New  England  men  who  are 
making  these  disturbances  in  the  galleries;  and  if 
the  House  has  any  respe(5t  for  itself  it  ought  to 
put  a  stop  to  their  interference  with  its  delibera- 
tions.    [Cries  of  "  Order  !"  "Order!"] 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  think  the  noise  is  made  by 
shoddy  contractoi's. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Whoever  is  making  this 
disturbance  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  gal- 
leries.  1  insist  that  the  Chair  shall  preserve  order. 

The  SPEAKER  j)ro  tempore.  The  Chair  will 
endeavor  to  observe  the  rules  of  the  House.  The 
Chair  will  have  the  rule  read  for  the  information 
of  the  galleries. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  Chair  isarmed  with  am- 
ple powers  to  ]5rescrve  order  in  this  House,  and 
I  hope  he  will  exercise  it. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  will 
exercise  it  vvlien  it  becomes  necessary  to  do  so. 

i\Ir.  ELDRIDGE.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
move  to  clear  the  galleries  if  another  disturbance 
is  n'lade. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  1  hope  that  this  motion 
will  not  be  made  at  this  time.  Let  the  gentleman 
give  notice  that  he  will  make  that  motion  if  the 
disturbance  again  occurs. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  That  is  what  I  proposed 
to  do,  and  1  will  insist  on  the  motion  if  the  galle- 
ries undertake  to  show  approval  or  disapproval 
of  what  occurs  upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  1  wish  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  cannot  yield  to  the 
getitleman  from  Iowa. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  do  not  want  it  to  go  out 
that  New  England  men 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  or- 
der. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  gentleman 
from  Iowa  is  out  of  order,  and  will  take  his  seat. 

The  Clerk  will  read  the  rule,  for  the  information 
of  the  galleri-es. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"  y.  Ill  cas(^  of  any  distailiiiiifi'  or  dii^onlerly  coiulucl  in 
tlie  gnlldricf!  or  loliliy,  tlio  SpL'nl<er  (or  olialrman  of  the 
Coiiiriiiltee  of  the  VVliolo  House)  shrtllliuve  power  to  order 
the  same  to  be  cleared." 

The  SPEAKER  jij'o /e))ij)o?'c.  The  Chairgives 
notice  that  he  will  enforce  the  rule  of  the  House. 
Doorkeepers  are  directed  to  remove  from  the  gal- 
leries any  person  who  malcea  any  disturbance 
wiiatcvcr. 


Mr.  HARRINGTON.  One  further  remark  in 
regard  to  the  speech  of  my  colleague  from  the. 
eighth  district.  He  stated  that  forty  tliouscind 
soldiers  mustered  into  the  Army  were  decided 
Union  men.  They  are  Union  men.  Tiie  very 
factoftheir  volunteering  without  a  draftand  with- 
out force  is  the  best  evidence  that  may  be  asked 
that  they  were  Union  men.  But  then,  Mr.  Speaker, 
when  I  have  heard  during  this  session  on  that 
side  of  the  House  that  our  Army  is  an  abolition 
Army,  I  know,  as  far  as  the  gallant  soldiers  from 
the  \Vest  are  concerned,  it  is  not  true.  They  feel 
bitterly  the  fact  that  by  the  power  of  the  Admin- 
istration and  under  an  act  of  Congress  the  negro 
is  to  be  placed  alongside  of  them,  and  to  be  in  the 
same  mess,  according  to  the  strict  rule  of  military 
discipline.  I  say  the  armies  of  the  country  are 
not  abolitionists  so  far  as  the  West  is  concerned, 
and  you  will  find  it  out  sooner  or  later.  They 
hate  abolition.  They  hate  the  abolition  leaders 
in  this  House.  Flundredsand  hundreds  of  letters 
have  poured  in  upon  the  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  from  western  soldiers,  from  officers 
and  men,  denouncing  the  abolition  sentiment  on 
that  side  of  the  Flouse.  Whoever  says  the  sol- 
diers of  Indiana  are  abolitionists,  that  they  are 
willing  to  share  the  same  camp  and  to  mess  with 
negroes,  slanders  them.  1  know  what  1  say  wlien 
I  make  this  statement.  They  are  for  the  Union. 
Why  should  they  peril  their  lives  unless  they  are 
for  the  defense  of  the  Union  and  the  rigiits  of  all 
under  the  Government  of  our  fathers? 

In  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Davis,]  in  the  ofiinion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,]  no  one 
has  helped  to  suppress  the  accursed  rebellion 
which  has  shot  athwart  the  Union  the  red  light- 
ning of  this  war  but  their  party  and  the  devotees 
of  fanaticism.  Let  me  tell  you  that  the  soldiers 
will  hurl  back  this  cry  of  yours  to  fall  upon  your 
heads  like  the  bolts  of  Heaven.  They  will  do  it 
at  the  ballot  as  citizens  and/cee  electors  when  the 
proper  time  permits. 

So  much,  then,  for  the  gallant  soldiers  of  In- 
diana; I  do  not  wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the 
House  further  in  reply. 

I  have  said  that  the  resolution  which  is  now 
before  the  House  was  not  prompted  by  patriot- 
ism, but  by  a  desire  for  party  advantage,  and 
from  mere  petty  partisan  motives,  in  my  opinion. 
Why,  the  best  evidence  I  have  of  that  is  that  the 
gentlemen  who  are  horrified  at  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  the  second  district  of  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Long,]  and  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[iVlr.  Harhis,]  have  been  subscribing  largely  for 
their  speeches  to  circulate  among  their  constitu- 
ents and  over  the  country.  While  the  gcnileman 
from  M'arylandwas  speaking  1  saw  an  exhibition 
which  I  never  expected  to  see  in  a  deliberative 
body.  Almost  the  entire  tYiembeis  of  that  side 
of  the  House  crowded  around  him,  looked  him 
in  the  face,  grirnacing and  laughingimmoderately, 
as  if  they  desired  to  betray  liim  into  passion  and 
intosome  indiscreetremark.  Why  this?  You  lelt 
your  fortunes  were  failing;  you  thought  that 
something  was  necessary  to  retrieve  what  you 
have  lost  and  are  losing  before  the  country;  you 
hoped  you  could  lay  the  charges  against  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Harris]  at  the 
threshold  of  the  doors  of  gentlemen  upon  this 
side  of  the  House  and  the  party  they  represent, 
and  that  you  could  go  before  the  conjitry  and 
charge  thalthe  sentiments  of  that  gentleman,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,]  were  the 
sentiments  of  the  Democratic  party .  Your  labor, 
gentlemen,  is  in  vain;  your  tricks  have  been  too 
long  before  the  people  for  any  such  shrewd  Oj)er- 
ation  to  succeed. 

The  gentleman  from  the  Galena  district  of  Illi- 
nois [iVlr.  Wasiibiirne]  rose  in  his  seat,  and  witli 
considerable  dignity  and  with  a  great  deal  more 
bluster  than  dignity,  said  that  this  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  was  the  key-iiote  of  the 
canvass!  The  key-noteof  the  canvass  !  He  knew 
better.  He  knew  that  upon  this  side  there  were 
but  four  members  who  by  act  or  vote  had  enun- 
ciated such  doctrities.  Do  you  ihinlc  you  can 
toy  and  play  with  the  people  in  this  manner  and 
thus  vote  yourPresident or  yourselves  into  anew 
lease  of  power?  Key-note!  Look  upon  thevot»s 
given  upon  this  side;  four  men  at  the  outside  reck- 
oning are  all  who  are  in  favor  of  such  sentiments. 
The  Democratic  party  upon  this  floor  represent 
a  million  and  a  half  of  electors.    Such  misrcprc- 
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sontations  may  do  for  you;  lliey  may  answer  as 
playtliitigs  for  children,  hut  the  people  will  not 
take  to  your  bantling.  This  act  of  our  worthy 
Spealcer,  supported  hy  those  upon  that  side  of  tiie 
House,  instead  of  being  the  impulse  of  patriotism, 
in  my  judgment  is  a  piece  of  charlatanism  in 
order  to  make  votes  Ijofore  tjie  people  at  the  com- 
ing election.  The  people  understand  you  and 
will  read  your  motives;  will  understand  your  in- 
ordinate love  of  power  and  the  means  by  which 
you  would  gratify  it. 

I  have  said  thus  much  in  reference  to  my  opin- 
ion of  the  causes  which  prompted  this  resolution, 
and  it  now  becomes  my  duty  to  address  myself 
more  directly  to  some  remarks  made  upon  the 
matter  involved  in  this  resolution  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  the  Baltimore  district,  [Mr. 
Davis,]  whom  I  do  not  see  in  his  scat.  In  his  re- 
marks cif  last  evening  he  spoke  of  this  side  of  the 
House  as  too  tendt5i-hearted  to  exterminate — that 
was  the  language — our  enemy.  Exterminate,  sir ! 
Are  we  engaged  in  a  war  of  extermination?  Is 
it  no  longer  a  glorious  conflict  of  arms.'  Have 
we  unshealhed  the  sword  to  slay  the  child  at  the 
mother'sbreast,  tokilldefcnseless  wonricn,  todrive 
beyond  the  borders  of  the  rebellious  States  those 
who  ore  not  combatants,  the  defenseless  and  in- 
nocent wiih  the  guilty .?  Isthatthe  opinionof  the 
fentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis?]  If  it  is 
can  tell  him  at  once  that  while  I  would  fight  the 
armies  of  the  rebellion,  and  fight  them  at  every 
hazard,  I  am  not  the  rnan  to  slay  a  babe  at  its 
mother's  breast,  or  helpless  women,  or  drive 
the  innocent  and  defenseless  wanderers  in  exile. 
God  made  me  not  such  a  man.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  if  he  desires  and  be  sincere,  may 
monopolize  the  glory  pertaining  to  the  work  of 
extermination.  I  am  no  barbarian.  I  would  not 
recede  in  civilization  to  the  dark  history  of  a  re- 
mote past.  Conquer  the  armies  of  the  rebel  States, 
and  you  have  accomplished  all.  Conquer  them  I 
The  gentleman  has  no  purpose  to  do  that;  he  said 
he  would  exterminate.  It  is  cowardly  to  exterm- 
inate an  enemy's  population.  Brave  men  fight 
battles,  win  victories,  conquer  armies,  but  no  na- 
tion in  this  age  of  the  world  will  dare  enter  upon 
the  mission  of  blotting  out  and  destroying  a  t«/ioZe 
people.  It  is  impossible,  sir.  1  propose  to  give 
my  aid  to  overcome  the  armies  of  the  rebellion. 
When  that  is  accomplished,  sir,  our  present 
troubles  will  etul,if  weconlinue  to  conduct  the  war 
tjpon  principles  required  by  the  civilized  world. 

I  know  that  gentlem(!n  upon  the  other  side  of 
the  House  seem  to  think  that  all  the  patriotism 
and  valor  and  glory  of  the  country  are  vested  in 
them.  Well,  if  militnry  commissions  make  it, 
they  are  right;  but  if  patient  and  disinterested 
patriotism  make  it,  you  are  a  great  way  out  of 
your  reckoning.  "  Exterminate  !  exterminate  I" 
That  menus  to  massacre,  to  drive  from  roof  and 
shelter,  and  from  home  and  countr.y.  I  say  to 
you  that  I  have  never  read  in  history  of  an 
instance  in  which  eight  million  human  beings 
have  been  exterminated,  but  I  have  heard  where 
they  have  been  conquered  by  vanquishing  their 
armies.  I  am  for  conquering  the  rebels,  l)ut  ex- 
termination is  the  wild  fnsnzy  and  fanaticism  of 
the  other  side,  and,  in  this  age  of  the  world,  im- 
possible. Why,  sir,  extermination  has  been  tried 
on  llie  continent  across  the  water,  but  Poland  still 
resists  the^  power  of  the  legions  of  Russia,  and 
Ireland  still  protests  against  the  extermination  of 
her  children.  What  I  complain  of  is  that  Rep- 
resentnlivi-s  in  this  body  have  adopted  this  un- 
called-forcryofextermi  nation,  wliichjforany  good 
purpose,  would  render  a  war  on  either  side  fruit- 
less. You  may  coiKiucr,  you  ought  to  have  con- 
quered long  ago,  ami  you  would  have  accom- 
Clished  that  end  had  the  energies  of  the  country 
een  directed  to  the  one  object,  to  save  the  Union 
and  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  the  Ijallimore district  [Mr. 
Davis]  took  occasion  to  say  last  night,  by  way 
of  a  (ling  at  the  Dcmocrncv,  that  the  ciiy  of  New 
York  ran  red  with  blood  as  the  result  of  mob 
violence.     It  is  true,  sir,  that  mob  violence  did 

f>revail  thereduring  the  past  year;  butildoeanot 
ie  with  the  genih'man  from  Maryland  to  maK'c 
%)uch  acharge.  The  first  time  lieappeared  in  this 
House  he  floated  upon  the  ebb  and  flow  of  a  tide 
of  blood  from  Baltimore  to  Washington.  He 
appeared  hero  aH  the  Representative  of  the  Plug- 
Uglyism  of  Baltimore.  It  does  not  lie  with  him 
to  makecupital  ofchargeaof  thatchuracteragainst 


the  city  of  New  York,  for  he  came  here  under 
that  reign  of  terror  which  prevailed  in  Baltimore 
when  men  were  stricken  down  for  their  religious 
opinions  and  because  of  the  accidental  country  of 
tneir  birth.  1  do  not  refer  to  this  with  any  dis- 
respect, but  merely  to  show  that  men  when  their 
minds  are  much  engaged  upon  a  topic  forget  the 
rules  of  consistency  and  charge  upon  others  errors 
and  faults  that  may  be  found  at  their  own  doors. 

Having  said  this  much,  I  desire  now  to  address 
myself  directly  and  very  briefiy  to  the  question 
in  controversy.  I  pass  over  the  resolution  which 
was  introduced  to  expel,  and  the  subsequent  res- 
olution to  censure,  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Harris;]  that  has  been  passed  upon, 
and  yet,  surprising  as  it  may  appear,  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  have  spent  more  time  in  this 
debate  on  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  than  they 
have  upon  the  gentleman  from  the  second  district 
of  Ohio,  because,  I  presume,  they  thought  him 
more  vulnerable.  This  is  another  evidence  of 
the  fact  that  partisan  purposes  are  in  view  and  not 
an  intention  to  expel  a  gentleman  for  any  wrong 
done  legally  authorizing  expulsion.  I  will  send 
the  resolution  now  pending  to  the  Clerk's  desk, 
and  ask  that  it  be  read. 
_  The  Clerk  read  the  resolution: 

Whereas  on  the  8tli  of  April,  18G4,  when  the  House  of 
Uepreseiitntives  was  in  Coirunittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  Alexander  Long,  a  Representative 
fiDrn  the  second  district  of  Ohio,  declared  himself  in  favor 
of  recognizing  the  independence  and  nationality  of  the  so- 
called  confederacy  now  in  arms  against  the  Union;  and 
whereas  the  said  so-called  confederacy,  thus  sought  to  be 
recojjnized  ami  established  on  the  ruins  of  a  dissolved  or 
destroyed  Union,  has  as  its  chiefoflicers,  civil  and  military, 
those  who  have  added  perjury  to  their  treason,  and  who 
seek  ti)  ohiain  success fortlieir  parricidal  clfortsby  the  kill- 
ing of  the  loyal  soldiers  of  the  nation  who  are  seeking  to 
save  it  fioin  destruction ;  and  whtreas  the  oath  required 
nt  all  nicinhers,  and  taken  bythesaid  Alexander  Longoh 
the.  first  day  of  the  present  Congress,  declares  "  that  1  have 
voluntarily  given  no  aid,  countenance,  counsel,  or  encour- 
agement to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stalcs,"tliercby  declaring  thatsuch  conduct  is  regarded 
as  inconsistent  with  membership  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States:  Therefore, 

Resoli-ed,  That  Alexander  Long,  a  Representative  from 
the  second  district  of  Ohio,  having,  on  the  8th  of  April,  1864, 
declared  himself  in  favor  of  recognizing  the  independence 
and  nationality  of  the  so-called  confederacy  now  in  arms 
against  the  Union,  and  thereby  "  given  aid,  countenance, 
and  encouragement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility 
to  tlie  Unit(<«l  States,"  is  hereby  expelled. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  During  the  pendency 
of  that  resolution,  another  was  introduced  for  the 
expulsion  of  thegentleman  from  Maryland, which 
failed.  A  resolution  to  censure  that  gentleman 
was  then  introduced,  and  for  that  resolution  of 
censure  I  voted.  In  reference  to  the  resolution 
now  under  consideration  I  will  say  that  I  believe 
the  language  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was  substantially  this:  that  in  his  opinion  there 
wei'c  but  two  alternatives,  cither  the  destruction 
or  annihilation  of  the  people  of  the  so-called 
southern  confederacy,  or  an  acknowledgment  of 
their  independence,  and  that  of  the  twp  he  pre- 
ferred the  latter. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  willing  to  assume,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  debate  on  the  resolution  of  expul- 
sion, that  the  gentleman  stated  positively,  and  not 
as  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  that  there  were  only 
these  twoalternalivcs.  Ido  notagree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  the  second  district  of  Ohio.  I  think 
that  when  he  enounced  these  words  in  this  House 
he  did  injustice  to  the  conservative  clement  of  the 
Northwest,  atid  also  to  the  conservative  element 
of  the  central  and  eastern  States.  1  am  not  here 
to  justify  him  for  the  language  he  used,  for  I  tell 
you  here  withoutqualification  that  I  condemn  and 
repudiate  his  notions.  I  say  that  there  is  another 
hof)e  than  the  alternative  staled,  which  I  trust 
may  be  realized.  1  beli(!ve  that  we  can  conquer 
the  armies  of  the  so-called  confederacy,  and  by 
vanquishing  armies  enforce  the  laws.  But  to  ex- 
terminate is  to  apply  the  torch  virtually  to  our 
own  temple  of  lib(u-ty.  To  exterminate  is  to  im- 
itate the  example  of  the  blind  Samson  who  pulled 
down  the  pillars  of  the  temple,  and  while  destroy- 
ing his  enemies  himself  perished  beneath  the 
rums.  -I  desire  to  see  frecgovcrnment  maintained 
in  the  States  that  arc  now  honest  in  their  fidelity 
to  the  Constitution.  1  would  not  pull  down  one 
pillar  in  tht;  edifice  of  constitutional  liberty.  None 
init  a  f.inatic  would  do  it.  I  desire  to  see  liberty 
und(Ythe  Constitution  in  the  rebel  States;  and  it 
will  again  be  there  enjoyed  as  well  as  here  if  the 
madness  of  a  majority  docs  not  destroy  it. 

I  then  do  not  agree  with  tiie  honorable  gentle-  I 


man  from  the  second  district  of  Ohio,  and  I  be- 
lieve he  does  not  represent  the  sentiment  of  hia 
district.  1  do  not  know  that  he  does  not,  but  I 
believe  he  does  not.  I  felt  pained  as  much  as 
you  gentlemen  on  that  side  when  he  uttered  these 
sentiments,  ay,  more  than  you,  for  I  saw  a  gleam 
of  pleasure  on  that  side  of  the  House.  I  marked 
the  pleasure  that  was  shown  on  the  other  side, 
such  as  the  tiger  shows  when  he  crouches  to 
spring  upon  his  victim.  I  felt  sad  that  any  man 
who  had  been  identified  with  the  conservative 
sentiment  of  the  country  should,  in  this  delibera- 
tive body  of  the  nation,  while  war  and  all  its 
calamities  were  upon  us,  take  such  a  position  as 
he  has  done.  I  did  not  agree  with  the  doctrine 
enunciated  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Harris.]  But  this  question  was  presented 
to  me,  "Will  you  expel  the  Representative  of  a 
free  people  under  the  Constitution  for  the  utter- 
ance of  sentiments  which  are  not  only  disagree- 
able to  you  but  gainful?"  There,  sir,  again  ad- 
dressed itself  to  me  a  principle — an  importaitt  one 
— that  I  regard  as  a  constitutional  obligation. 
While  I  condemn  the  sentiments,  and  while  I 
voted  to  censure  him,  I  felt  that  it  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  Constitution  and  to  the  genius  of  our 
institutions  to  give  my  vote  for  the  expulsion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

The  other  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Davis]  says  we  cannot  reconcile  our  vote  of  rep- 
rimand or  censure  with  the  vote  against  expul- 
sion. I  find  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  that  two  thirds  of  the  membei*s  of  the 
House  can  expel  a  member  without  assigning 
cause,  and  I  find  another  provision  that  a  member 
for  disorderly  conduct  may  be  censured.  The 
censure,  at  most,  implies  a  decided  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  body  in  support  of  which  a  dis- 
approbation of  the  individual  opinion  or  conduct 
is  expressed.  Now,  here  was  the  trouble  in  my 
mind  in  regard  to  the  resolution  of  expulsion:  how 
do  I  know  that  the  gentleman  from  Oliio,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  does  or  does  not  represent  the  sen- 
timents of  his  constituents?  I  have  no  means  of 
knowing.  The  genius  of  our  institutions  is  founded 
on  the  idea  that  every  portion  of  ihe  country  \^ 
to  be  represented  on  this  fioor.  This  is  a  funda- 
mental right.  For  that  purpose  the  Slates  aro 
divided  .into  congressional  districts.  We  are 
called  a  deliberative  body;  how  can  we  deliberate 
unless  we  debate  ?  How  can  we  come  to  a  con- 
clusion here  unless  everybody  is  free  to  speak  hh 
opinion,  if  within  the  rule,  subject  to  censure,  to 
be  sure,  which  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  t;i  the 
House?  I  grant  that  language  may  be  used  dis- 
tasteful to  you  and  to  me,  and  yet  at  the  same 
time  I  ask  who  shall  determine  the  dividing  line? 
What  is  legitimate  debate,  and  what  aground  for 
disfranchising  the  people  of  a  district? 

Is  a  representative  body  supposed  to  agree  on 
all  points?  But  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  say 
we  must  agree  on  rifai  points.  Who,  I  ask,  shall 
judge  of  the  vitality?  Will  you  let  thegentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis,]  who  is  for  exterm- 
ination, for  blotting  out  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren ?  i  would  as  soon  have  let  Robespierre  judge 
forme,  if  he  mean  all  his  words  import.  Has  our 
Government  become  so  weak  that  the  expression 
of  opinions  by  two  members  on  this  floor  is  dan- 
gerous and  likely  to  ruin  the  country  ?  Have  the 
people  of  this  country  become  so  degenerate  that 
the  expression  of  two  opinions  here  endangersour  • 
political  fabricand  freedom  ?  If  so,  then  we  might 
as  well  bleak  up  our  institutions,  for  we  have 
nothing  worth  retaining. 

Sir,  I  sec  no  other  way  than  to  allow  men  to 
utter  their  sentiments  here,  whatever  they  may 
be,  and  meet  them  in  debate  and  denunciation  if 
need  be.  In  the  battle  between  error  and  truth, 
truth  is  sure  to  triumph.  Thatis  the  way  I  would 
meet  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Har- 
ris.] That  is  the  way  I  would  meet  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long.]  1  would  battle  their 
arguments  with  counter  reasons  founded  upon 
history  and  principle,  and  ask  the  people  tojudge 
of  the  right  and  the  course  of  duty  to  be  followed 
by  their  Ilepresentatives. 

Ah  !  but,  says  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Davis,]  ourGoveriuTient  is  made  up  of  public 
opinion, antl  therefore  there  mustbe  no  expression 
here  which  contravenes  public  opinion  or  wiiich 
may  demoralize  it.  1  deny  the  right  of  any  man 
to  act  as  ccn«or  of  public  opinion  or  to  withhold 
from  the  public  the  opinions  of  any  Represcnta- 
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live.  Is  there  danger  of  public  opinion  being  de- 
moralized by  two  gentlennen  on  this  floor?  Is 
public  opinion  so  weak  that  it  can  be  overthrov;n 
and.  turned  aside  from  the  channel  in  which  it 
ouglU  to  be  directed  by  the  language  and  argu- 
ments of  such  men?  If  so,  then  public  opinion 
is  not  worth  preserving  and  representative  gov- 
ernment is  gone.  I  tell  you,  sir,  that  were  there 
a  serried  pnalanx  of  steel  in  this  Hall  I  would 
not  surrender  one  jot  or  tittle  of  free  expression 
of  opinions  in  debate  in  this  presence;  for  the  mo- 
ment you  have  surrendered  that  you  have  sur- 
rendered the  vital  principle  of  free  government. 
Neither  would  I  approve  or  indorse  a  sentiment 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  country.  I 
would  battle  it  here  as  becomes  a  man  and  Rep- 
resentative; battle  it  face  to  face.  I  would  place 
the  fiat  of  my  condemnation  upon  it,  and  trust  to 
the  intelligence  ofa  patriotic  people  and  the  events 
of  time  to  decide  the  controversy.  Any  other 
will  allow  a  majority  to  practically  disfranchise 
the  minority  of  the  country. 

Why,  sir,  the  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side, 
who  seek  now  to  put  down  the  debate  in  this 
House  by  means  quasi  forcible,  know  the  weak- 
ness of  their  cause  or  their  fanaticism.  Their 
cause  is  not  weak  if  they  are  for  their  country, 
but  their* fanaticism  is  intolerable;  it  abandons 
reason  and  leans  to  force.  Sir,  you  may  pros- 
trate the  body,  you  may  fetter  it,  but  he  who 
undertakes  to  prostrate  the  human  mind  by  force 
undertakes  to  walk  over  the  decrees  of  God. 
Mind  must  battle  with  mind,  and  if  left  free  for 
the  conflict,  right  and  justice  will  prevail.  Force, 
quasi  force,  cannot  overcome  the  human  mind, 
and  any  attempt  to  accomplish  the  object  by  that 
means  will  result  in  disaster. 

We  on  this  side  claim  the  right  of  free  discus- 
sion. My  opinion  was,  and  is  still,  that  the  con- 
stituents of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  have  the 
right  to  demand  that  he  retain  his  seat,  and  even 
though  he  utters  sentiments  disorderly,  senti- 
ments distasteful  to  a  majority  of  the  House,  sen- 
timents that  may  be  injurious  in  their  tendency, 
injurious  to  the  country  at  large,  you  cannot  dis- 
franchise the  constituency  who  sent  hirn  here. 
When  he  goes  back  and  asks  for  their  suffrages, 
if  he  has  abused  their  trust  he  will  not  receive 
their  vote.  If  he  is,  however,  indorsed  by  them, 
then  he  faithfully  represents  his  constituency, 
and  you  have  no  right  to  say  that  the  second  dis- 
trict of  Ohio  shall  not  be  heard  upon  this  floor. 
When  you  require  by  a  vote  that  he  and  they 
shall  be  silent,  we  are  no  longer  a  representative 
body;  you  will  have  become  an  oligarchy,  the 
few  in  this  House  controlling  the  masses  of  the 
people  and  sitting  in  judgment  upon  what  shall 
or  shall  not  be  public  opinion. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  ot 
offering  an  amendment  to  the  pending  resolution, 
and  when  it  shall  have  been  read,  I  desire  the 
floor  for  a  short  time  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
my  reasons  for  offering  it. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  follows: 

Whereas  Alexander  Long,  a  Representative  from  the 
Becoml  district  of  Oliio,  by  liisopen  declarations  in  the  na- 
tional Capitol  and  publications  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
lias  sliown  himself  to  be  in  favor  of  a  recognition  of  the 
so-called  confederacy  now  trying  to  establish  itself  upon 
the  rniiis  of  our  country,  thereby  giving  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  enemy  in  that  destructive  purpose — aid  to  avowed 
tt/iitors  in  creating  an  illegal  government  within  our  bor- 
ders, comfort  to  them  by  assurances  of  their  success  and 
affirmations  of  the  justice  of  their  cause;  and  whereas 
such  conduct  is  at  the  same  time  evidence  of  disloyalty 
and  inconsistent  with  his  oath  of  oiiice  and  iiis  duty  as  a 
member  of  this  body  :    Therefore, 

Rciolvcd,  That  the  said  Alexander  Long,  a  Represent- 
ative from  the  second  district  of  Ohio,  be,  and  lie  is  hereby, 
declared  to  be  an  unworthy  member  of  the  House  of  Rcp- 
resentalives. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  shall  read  these  resolutions 
to  the  said  Alexander  Long  during  the  session  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order; 
and  I  ask,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  this  is  a 
proper  time  for  raising  it,  whether  the  gentleman 
offers  v;hat  has  been  now  read  as  an  amendment 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  offer  that  as  an  amend- 
ment now,  but  do  not  desire  a  vote  upon  it  till 
Thursday,  p.  m. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Then  my  point  of  order 
should  be  now  raised.  If  it  is  the  desire,  how- 
ever, of  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  I  am  willing  the  Chair  should  reserve 
hi«  decision,  and  that  the  vote,  if  any  should  be 
had  upon  it,  may  be  reserved  until  another  period. 


I  raise  the  point  now,  before  it  shall  be  too  late, 
and  before  any  laches  shall  occur  on  this  side  of 
the  House  to  prevent  it. 

My  point  of  order  is  this:  that  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  the  second  district  of  Ohio  was 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  that  if  ex- 
ceptions were  to  be  taken  to  that  speech,  they 
should  have  been  taken  in  committee  and  reported 
to  the  House.  The  remarks  to  which  exception 
was  taken  should  also  have  been  taken  down  in 
committee,  and  should  have  been  read  to  the  com- 
mittee before  any  other  business  was  done  under 
the  rules  of  the  House. 

I  then  take  this  further  point  of  order,  that  after 
the  committee  rose,  even  if  this  point  of  order  was 
not  available  in  committee,  as  1  suppose  it  was, 
then  it  should  have  been  immediately  taken  on 
the  report  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  the 
House,  and  the  words  should  have  been  then  taken 
down,  then  read,  and  then  entered  upon  the  Jour- 
nal, or  the  point  of  order  could  never  be  made 
available.  1  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  61st  and 
62d  rules  of  the  House. 

The  Clerk  read  the  rules  called  for,  as  follows: 

"61.  Ifany  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  transgress 
the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  member 
may,  call  to  order;  in  wliich  case  the  member  so  called  to 
order  shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless  permitted  to  ex- 
plain; and  the  House  shall,  if  appealed  to,  decide  on  the 
case,  but  without  debate:  if  there  be  no  appeal,  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  shall  be  submitted  to.  If  the  decision 
be  in  favor  of  the  member  called  to  order,  he  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  proceed;  if  otherwise,  he  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  proceed,  in  case  any  member  object,  without  leave  of  the 
House;  and  if  the  case  require  it,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the 
censure  of  the  House. 

"62.  If  a  member  be  called  to  order  for  words  spoken  in 
debate,  the  person  calling  him  to  order  shall  repeat  the 
words  excepted  to,  and  they  shall  be  taken  down  in  writing 
at  the  Clerk's  table;  and  no  member  shall  be  held  to  an- 
swer, or  be  subject  to  the  censure  of  the  House,  for  words 
spoken  in  debate,  if  any  other  member  has  spoken,  or  other 
business  has  intervened,  after  the  words  spoken,  and  be- 
fore exception  to  them  shall  have  been  taken." 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  make  this  point  of  order: 
that  what  could  not  be  presented  as  an  original 
proposition  could  not  be  presented  as  an  amend- 
ment at  this  time.  That  no  proposition  as  an 
amendmentcould  beentertained  now  which  could 
not  have  been  entertained  at  the  time  the  words 
were  spoken,  and  that  the  words  not  having  been 
taken  down  and  other  business  having  intervened 
without  any  exception  being  made,  the  House 
cannot  receive  the  gentleman's  substitute. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
gentleman  going  on  as  long  as  he  pleases,  if  it 
does  not  come  out  of  my  time. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  A  point  of  order  cannot 
coine  out  of  the  gentleman's  time. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  point  of  order  does  not  apply 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  another  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  reserve  my  right  to  take 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  has 
not  entirely  stated  its  decision.  The  preamble  of 
the  resolution  here  offered  does  not  propose  to 
censure  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for  any  partic- 
ular speech,  but  by  reason  of  declarations  in  the 
Capitol  of  the  nation  and  publication  made  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  The  Chair  therefore  over- 
rules the  point  of  order^ 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  shall  reserve  my  right  to 
ajjpeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  No w  is  the  time 
to  take  an  appeal. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  shall  reserve  it  until  after 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  stated  his  point 
of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  yroienijjore.  No  point  of  order 
can  be  received  until  the  pending  one  has  been 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Then  I  now  take  an  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  SMITH  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  appeiil. 

Pvlr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  What  are  the 
grounds  of  the  Chair's  decision? 

The  SPEAKER /)ro<e»iijjorc.  The  amendment 
is  ruled  to  be  in  order,  because  it  does  not  propose 
to  censure  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for  any  par- 
ticular language,  but  for  utterances  in  the  national 
Capitol,  and  publications  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
Does  the  gentleman  insist  on  his  appeal? 


Mr.  ELDRIDGE.     I  certainly  do. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  did  not  hear 
my  colleague's  point  of  order,  and  I  want  to  hear 
it,  to  know  whether  I  shall  vote  for  or  against  the 
appeal. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  un- 
derstands the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  to  ob- 
ject to  the  amendment  because  the  words  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  were  not  taken  down  at  the 
time.  . 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Because  the  words  were 
not  taken  down  at  the  time  the  speech  was  made, 
and  reported  from  the  Clerk's  desk;  and  further, 
because,  when  the  committee  rose  and  reported  to 
the  House,  the  words  were  not  reported,  and  busi- 
ness intervened. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  In  order  to  avoid  making 
these  points  separately,!  make  the  point  that  the 
amendment  is  not  germane  to  the  original  I'esolu- 
tion.  I  ask  that  by  unanimouaconsent  these  points 
shall  be  laid  over. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.    Until  Thursday  morning? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Yes,  sir.  1  make  the  prop- 
osition for  the  purpose  of  saving  time  and  trou- 
ble. If  my  point  of  order  is  sustained,  all  others- 
are  of  no  moment. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  will 
now  state,  for  the  information  of  the  House,  that 
he  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  amendment  is  ger- 
mane to  the  original  resolution. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Allow  me  to  state  ray  point 
of  oi-der  in  a  few  words. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.    I  object. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  point  is  this:  that  the 
original  resolution  proposes  to  expel  a  member 
from  his  seat  upon  this  floor,  while  the  amend- 
ment only  proposes  to  censure  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  1  make  the  point  of  order  that  one  is  not 
germane  to  the  other. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.     I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  There  is  one 
point  of  owler  now  pending. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  Then  I  ask  to  make  a  state- 
ment. 1  think  it  was  the  understanding  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  that  there  should  be  no  voting 
to-night. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  On  the  original  proposition 
only. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  think  that  to  carry  out 
the  understanding  in  good  faith  there, should  be 
no  vote  taken  to-night.  I  therefore  ask  that  the 
points  be  reserved  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  had  no  such  understand- 
ing. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  If,  however,  the 
statement  made  on  the  floor  of  the  Flouse  was  that 
there  should  be  no  voting,  the  Chair  will  reserve 
the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  the  proposition  is  not 
consented  to. 

The  SPEAKER  ;)ro  tempore.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has  the  floor.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana? 

Mr.  BROOMALL.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  then. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  One  point  of  or- 
der is  already  pending. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Thatpoint  is  abandoned  un- 
less my  friend  has  it  acted  on  now. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  No,  sir;  the  Speaker  has 
reserved  it,  and  my  appeal  also. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  raise  a  point  of 
order  and  have  the  matter  reserved. 

Mr.  BROOiMALL.  I  object  to  this-and  claim 
the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  gentleman 
from  Indiana  rises  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  point  of  order  is  that 
the  proposition  submitted  now  is  not  germane  to 
the  original-proposition. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  ie?npo7-«.  The  point  will 
be  reserved. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  offer  thatamendment,  not 
because  I  am  opposed  to  the  original  resolution, 
but  because  when  I  can  do  one  thing  and  cannot 
another,  I  prefer  to  do  that  which  I  can  do,  even 
though  it  may  not  be  that  which  I  most  de- 
sire to  do.  By  a  vote  in  thia  House  on  last  Sat- 
urday upon  a  similar  question  arising  in  respect 
to  the  gentloman  from  Maryland,  1  see  very 
plainly  that  wc  are  not  going  to  get  a  constitu- 
tional majority  to  expel  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 
1  am  conlirmcd  in  that  opinion  by  the  remarks 
which  have  fallen  from  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
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side,  mid  I  am  forced  with  some  reluctance  to  the 
conclusion  lliat  tliere  are  at  least  one  third  of  the 
members  of  this  House  who  either  are  of  the 
same  opinions  with  the  gcnitltman  from  Oliio  [Mr. 
Lokg]  and  the  gontlcmnn  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Harris]  or  who  are  under  tiie  influence  of  those 
who  are  of  those  opinions,  or  who  arc  soused  to 
run  in  the  old  Democratic  harne.ss  and  on  the 
old  Democratic  track  that  it  will  require  some- 
thing more  than  we  can  urge  upon  this  side  of  the 
floor  to  switch  them  off  of  thai  track. 

Knowing  that  a  mere  majority  of  this  House  is 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  my  amendment,!  offer 
it  as  the  best  that  can  be  done  to  show  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  the  utterabhorrence  with  wliich 
we  contemplate  the  sentiments  of  both  of  those 
gentlemen.  I  would  have  been  glad  if  we  could 
rid  the  House  of  sentiments  of  tiiat  kind;  but  I 
find  we  cannot,  and  I  am  not  willing,  in  the  effort 
to  do  that  whicli  w.e  cannot,  to  lose  the  ciiance 
of  doing  that  which  we  can.  We  can  censure; 
we  can  declare  such  members  here  unfit  to  rep- 
resent conslituencies  who  are  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  but  I  am  forced  to  the  conviction 
.  that  we  cannot  get  two  thirds  of  this  House  to 
concur  with  us  in  both  those  opinions. 

I  have  said  I  desire  this  House  to  express  its 
abhorrence  of  the  opinions  entertained  by  those 
gentlemen  in  the  strongest  language  and  in  the 
strongest  way  it  can  under  the  rules.  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  hearing  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long.]  I  sat  within  three 
or  four  fict  of  him  during  all  the  time  he  was  de- 
livering it.  I  plead  guilty  to  one  other  thing 
which  has  been  charged  upon  this  side  of  the 
floor:  I  subscribed  for  one  hundred  copies  of  that 
speech,  to  send,  not  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 
not  to  Richmond,  not  to  the  court  of  St.  James, 
but  to  tho.sc  of  my  constituents  who  have  not 
yet  found  out  the  entire  full  extent  of  the  rebellion 
with  which  we  are  engaged. 

I  may  admit  also  in  listening  to  the  speech  of 
that  gentleman  I  was  gratified  tliatiic  should  com- 
mit himself  to  the  full  length  to  which  he  did 
cominit  himself,  and  1  say  further,  if  we  had  suc- 
ceeded in  expelling  these  gentlemen,  my  opinion 
is  we  would  have  had  left  worse  men  than  they 
in  this  body.  I  will  not  say  whether  ujjon  this 
side  of  the  House  or  the  other,  but  we  would 
have  left  worse  men  than  they  within  this  body. 

J  believe  the  Democratic  party,  as  at  present 
organizf'd,  has  drifted  to  the  position  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  and  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land. 1  have  been  forced  to  that  conviction  re- 
luctantly, but  I  think  some  gentlemen  upon  the 
other  side  of  the  floor  do  not  know  themselves  nor 
the  party  to  which  they  think  they  belong.  I 
was  gratified  with  this  honest,  open,  and  avovi^cd 
expression  of  what  1  conceive  to  be  modern  De- 
mocracy. 

Some  gentlemen  upon  both  sides  of  the  House 
-eeem  to  have  forgotten  that  that  great  exponent 
of  modern  Democracy,  Mr.  James  Buchanan, 
laid  down  the  same  doctrine  expressed  by  the 
memberfrom  Ohio-in  his  speech  before  the  House. 
They  seem  to  have  forgotten  that  this  avowal  of 
James  Buchanan  stands  upon  record  against  I  he 
Democratic  party,  wholly  disavowed  up  to  this 
time;  and  that  avov^al  was,  in  the  s|)irii  of  the 
language  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  we 
have  no  right  to  coerce  into  good  behavior  those 
who  undertake  to  overthrow  the  Government  of 
our  counliy. 

Mr.  IJuchannn  did  not  f^o  to  the  full  cxtetit  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio;  he  did 
not  come  to  the  additional  conclusion  that  we 
not  only  have  not  the  right  but  that  we  have  not 
the  power.  He  denied  the  right;  and  1  have  yet  to 
see  the  proceedings  of  the  fir.st  Democratic  meet- 
ing or  convention  held  since  that  time  that  has 
refiudiated  that  idea.  Sir,  it  uiands  as  a  plank 
of  tin;  modern  Democratic  platform  to  this  day, 
and  if  the  gentleman  fiom  Ohio  shall  feel  him- 
self aggrieved  by  the  action  of  this  House,  in  case 
they  should  expel  him,  or  adopt  my  mrne  active 
though  pel  liap.s  Ics.s  offensive  amendment,  In;  will 
have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  at  lea.st  one 
fellow-citizen  of  mine,  one  gentleman  from  my 
State,  really  concurs  with  him  in  oneof  hi.s  opin- 
iofiH  upon  this  question. 

I  have  Haid  that  there  are  genllemnn  upon  this 
floor — or  rather,  piihaps,  liavr  implii'd  il — who 
ogree  with  lln;  gentleman  from  Ohio.  1  am  nali.s- 
fied  of  that,  although  few  such  have  Npokcn.    'I'o 


the  credit  of  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
floor,  mostof  those  who  have  addressed  the  House 
upon  this  subject  have  repudiated  that  doctrine. 
it  is  a  wholesome  fact.  It  shows  that  at  least  a 
portion  of  that  party  is  advancing,  is  taking  warn- 
ing from  the  signs  of  the  times;  that  the  great 
Democratic  truth  enunciated  by  James  Buchanan 
during  the  few  last  months  of  his  presidential  term 
has  been  outgrown  by  the  country.  They  are  be- 
ginning to  believe  we  have  power  under  the  Con- 
stitution to  coerce  evil-doers  into  good  behavior. 
I  am  glad  to  see  this,  and  I  for  one  am  not  sorry 
this  discussion  has  arisen,  because  it  shows  to  us 
that  the  dividing  line  is  to  be  drawn,  excluding 
from  the  Democratic  ranks  all  who  will  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  sentiments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  I  have  looked  upon  some  fifty  odd  gen- 
tlemen in  this  House  who  habitually  vote  together 
as  actually  sympathizing  with  the  rebellion,  and 
I  always  regretted  it.  1  also  am  of  opinion  that 
many  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
do  not  know  exactly  where  they  stand.  This  dis- 
cussion will  bring  out  the  ideas  of  gentlemen,  and 
show  who  it  is  that  agrees  with  James  Buchanan 
and  Jeff.  Davis — because  he  is  of  the  same  opinion 
— and  who  it  is  that  agrees  with  us,  the  defenders 
of  the  country. 

Sir,  I  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  with  great  attention,  and  when  it  was 
concluded  I  remarked  to  him,  as  I  shall  now  re- 
mark to  the  House,  that  he  had  taken  a  position 
diametrically  opposed  to  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House;  that  there  are  but  the  two 
sides,  and  that  his  fellow  Democrats  must  either 
go  to  him  or  come  to  us.  1  did  not  add,  as  I  will 
here,  that  I  believe  about  one  third  of  them  will 
go  to  him,  and  the  remaining  two  thirds  to  us; 
and  the  sooner  that  occurs  the  sooner  will  Tliis  re- 
bellion be  crushed.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  thus 
far,  at  least,  who  it  is  that  agrees  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  to  the  full  extent  of  his  language. 
But  one  gentleman  on  last  Saturday  seemed  to 
agree  with  him.  I  allude  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  not  the  one  I  see  immediately  before 
me,  [Mr.  Kernan,]  but  thatother  gentleman  from 
New  York  who  occupied  a  prominent  position  in 
the  city  of  New  York  at  the  same  time  that  the 
Governor  of  Georgia,  then  a  seceded  State,  occu- 
pied a  prominent  position  in  thatState.  [Laugh- 
ter.] That  gentliM-nan  from  New  York  had  some 
correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Georgia, 
and  that  correspondence  is  in  evidence  here.  I 
understand  in  that  correspondence  he  regretted 
his  inability  to  assist  the  rebels  in  their  under- 
taking by  sending  to  them  the  arms  then  stopped 
ill  <r(«i5)7u  by  officers  of  Government.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  gentleman  is  present  or  not; 
but  if  he  or  any  of  his  friends  undertake  to  deny 
this,  I  will  give  them  a  chance.  That  gentleman 
from  New  York,  imiiicdiately  after  South  Caro- 
lina had  seceded,  and  v.'liilc  secession  looked  as 
if  it  might  become  popular  and  i)c/nocra/ic,  ad- 
vised the  city  of  New  York  to  set  up  for  itself, 
to  imitate  South  Carolina  and  inaugui'atc  a  little 
secession  there,  and  become  a  great  city,  compar- 
able with  Venice  and  other  free  commercial  cities 
of  the  Old  World  in  the  olden  time. 

Thatgentlcnuuiagrces  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio — it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at — in  the  idea  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  no  power,  in 
their  collective  capacity,  to  make  men  behave 
ihrmselves.  And  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
thinking  probably  that  notoriety  is  the  next  best 
thing  to  faine,  if  not  quite  as  good  or  a  little  bet- 
ter, asks  tlii.s  House  to  put  him  into  the  same 
resolution  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  There 
probably  would  be  little  objection  to  this  from  any 
quarter.  That  far  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
seem  to  be  committed  to  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rather  admire  bohl  trea- 
son. I  have  a  respect  for  my  enemy  when  he 
comes  out  and  tell.s  me  that  the  very  next  oppor- 
tunity he  gels  ho  will  cut  my  throat.  That  is  at 
least  honest,  even  if  it  is  criminal.  Therefore  it 
is  that  1  say  if  these  gentlemen  were  expelled  by 
this  House  for  their  treasonable  utterances  worse 
men  than  they  will  be  left  behind.  The  utter- 
ances of  these  gentlemen  are  the  rattles  of  the 
snake;.  They  are  that  whii;h  gives  us  warning; 
and  we  have  the  same  degree-  of  respect  for  the 
snake  that  warns  us  beforehand  as  we  have  de- 
te.'italion  for  the  sneaking  copperh(;ad  that  attacks 
UM  Luiawares  without  giving  the  smallest  notice. 


I  have  said  I  believe  this  to  be  modern  Democracy, 
and  I  have  said  that  there  are  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  who  have  not  yet  found 
it  out. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  heard  with  a  good  deal  of  sat- 
isfaction the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Kernan.]  I  must  say  that  with  the 
exception  of  the  conclusions  at  which  he  arrives 
I  can  most  heartily  coincide  with  him  in  what  I 
heard,  without  saying  that  there  may  not  have 
been  something  in  his  speech  which  1  did  notap- 
prove.  I  wonder  that  the  sagacity  of  that  gen- 
tleman has  not  shown  him  where  the  parly  with 
which  he  is  acting  is  dragging  hi^i.  He  is  not 
the  man  to  raise  constitutional  quibbles,  tie  is 
not  the  man  to  shelter  himself  behind  the  sup- 
posed barriers  of  the  Constitution  in  his  efforts 
to  prevent  traitors  being  struck  at.  Many  times 
during  his  speech  I  thought  of  what  I  had  heard 
said  of  him  a  day  or  two  ago:  that  he  speaks  the 
best  and  votes  the  worst  of  any  member  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.     [Laughter.] 

I  listened  also  with  a  good  deal  of  attention  to 
the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I  am 
somewhat  embarrassed  by  the  rules  of  the  House, 
which  forbid  alluding  to  a  member  by  name.  As 
there  are  many  Representatives  on  this  floor  from 
the  State  of  Ohio,  I  will  endeavor  to  distinguish 
by  saying  I  allude  to  that  gentleman  from  Ohio 
who  can  tell  by  the  smell  the  distinction  between 
an  Abyssinian  and  any  other  negro.  [Laughter.] 
Probably  that  is  not  understood  in  this  House. 
[Renewed  laughter.]  I  suppose  it  is  not  a  suffi- 
cient designation.  1  will  try  it  again.  I  allude  to 
that  gentleman  from  Ohio  who  was  a  followerof 
Judge  Douglas,  as  long  as  Judge  Douglas  played 
into  the  hands  of  the  ]5ro-slavery  party  iAuifc  who, 
as  soon  as  that  statesman  saw  Llie  necessity  of 
repentance  and  amendment,  and  turned  round  to 
assist  the  Government  of  the  country  against 
armed  rebellion,  deserted  him.  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  is  a  suflicient  designation.  If  not, 
I  have  no  other  way  of  designating  him,  inasmuch 
as  the  rules  of  the  House  would  prevent  my  men- 
tioning his  name. 

That  gentleman,  [Mr.  Cox,]  during  his  sin- 
gular discourse  the  other  day,  took  delight  in  put- 
ting questions  intended  to  be  awkward  to  gentle- 
men on  this  side.  One  favorite  question  of  his 
was  whether  gentlemen  could  be  induced  under 
any  circumstances  to  violate  the  Constitution  for 
the  good  of  the  country.  He  put  that  question 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfield.] 
He  put  it  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Julian]  and  to  others.  These  gentlemen  answered 
the  question  boldly  and  nobly,  each  in  his  own 
way.  I  will  answer  it  jirobably  in  a  dillerent 
manner,  if  that  gentleman  were  present  1  would 
like  to  propound  to  him  the  question  which  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana[Mr.  Julian]  propounded 
to  him  the  other  day,  and  which  I  toolc  occasion 
to  write  down,  "  Would  you  violate  the  letter  of 
the  Constitution  in  some  srnall  particulars  if  it 
were  ihe  only  way  to  save  our  country  from  de- 
struction.'" The  gentleman  from  Indiana  put 
that  question  four  or  five  distinct  times,  and  on 
every  occasion  it  was  evaded  except  one,  and  that 
brought  this  response:  "  Under  no  circumstances 
conceivable  to  the  human  mind  would  Lviolatc 
the  Constitution  for  any  inirpose  whatever." 
That  is  the  published  answer.  Now,  all  tlutt 
sounds  very  nicely.  We  have  all  taken  an  oath 
to  support  the  ConsLitution  and  we  intend  to  keep 
it.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that.  But  let  u.s 
follow  out  the  gentleman's  position  to  some  of 
its  conclusions.  The  Constitution  prevents  a  man 
from  being  a  member  of  this  Flouse  before  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years.  Sitpjiose  a  gentleman 
of  the  age  of  twenty-four  should  be  elected,  to 
this  body  and  claim  a  seal  here,  and  suppose  to 
give  him  a  seat  should  be  the  only  po.ssililc  way 
to  save  the  country  from  destruction,  would  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  vote  for  the  ad- 
mission? If  it  would  increase  the  Democratic 
vole  in  this  body  I  might  guess  what  the  answer 
would  be.  But  the  answer  might  not  enlight(>n 
me.  Il  might  be  of  les.s  importance  to  save  the 
country  than  the  Democratic  party.  In  some 
other  jiarts  of  the  country  I  have  found  genllemeii 
apparently  laboring  under  the  same  conviction. 

By  the  Con.stiiuiion  we  cannot  adjourn  for  a 
longer  period  than  a  year.  Suppose  by  this  body 
ailjoiuiiing  for  more  than  a  year  and  joining  the 
ariny  of  the  Potomac  the  country  could  be  saved, 
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nnd  iliiU  should  be  tlie  only  wny  it  coilld  be  saved, 
liow  would  the  gentlein;ui  vote  upon  that  ques- 
tion? I  suppose  he  would  vote  againstit.  I  sup- 
pose he  would  look  upon  the  Constitution  as  of 
more  importance  to  him  than  the  country. 

Let  me  remind  him  again  that  the  Constitution 
prohibits  this  body  from  adjourning  over  more 
than  tliiec  days  without  the  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. I  am  at  liberty  to  suppose  cases,  because 
the  gentleman  says  that  in  no  conceivable  case, 
under  no  conceivable  circumstances,  would  he 
allow  liimself  in  the  smallest  degree  to  violate  a 
single  letter  of  the  Constitution.  I  will  therefore 
suppose  that  the  armies  of  the  rebels  were  be- 
leaguering the  city  of  Washington  and  it  was 
demonstrated  to  a  certainty  that  this  body  could 
disperse  them  and  save  the  country,  and  that  un- 
less that  was  done  it  was  also  certain  the  whole 
Government  and  people  would  be  overwhelmed 
in  one  common  destruction;  I  would  like  to  ask 
Jiim  how  lie  would  vote  upon  an  adjournment  of 
four  days  to  do  it.  I  suppose  he  would  not  go  for 
it;  he  would  not  save  the  country  in  that  way. 
Oh  no  !  The  letter  of  the  Constitution  would  pro- 
hibit it.  If  the  Senate  should  not  give  its  con- 
ciuTcnce,  it  would  not  do  to  give  four  days  to  the 
country. 

Again,  the  Constitution  prohibitsdoingbusiness 
in  this  body  with  less  than  a  quorum  present.  It 
may  be  a  question  whether  we  are  not  without  a 
quorum  at  this  moment,  without  I  hope  doing  any 
great  damage  by  it.  But  suppose  it  were  demon- 
strated that  if  ten  men  only  remained  in  this 
House  and  the  action  of  the  House  were  required 
to  be  immediate  in  voting  supplies  for  the  Army, 
would  the  gentleman  insist  on  the  roll  to  see  if 
there  was  a  quorum  present  that  he  miglit  not 
violate  the  Constitution  in  saving  the  country? 
I  think  it  is  likely  the  gentleman  would  insist 
upon  jt.  I  think  it  is  very  likely  he  would  say  the 
country  is  a  good  thing  in  its  place,  a  very  nice 
thing,  but  what  is  the  country  without  a  Constitu- 
tion? What  is  the  country  without  &  habeas  corpus  ? 

Again,  theConslitution  requires  that  the  people 
of  the  free  States  shall  deliver  up  to  the  people  of 
the  slave  States  fugitives  from  service;  in  other 
words,  slaves.  I  would  like  to  put  another  case 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cox,]  though  I 
am  afraid  he  is  not  present,  for  I  do  not  remem- 
ber any  speaker  being  allowed  to  go  on  for  this 
length  of  time  without  interruption  when  he  was 
present.  I  will  put  my  question,  however;  for 
if  he  is  not  here  he  ouglit  to  be.  He  had  notice. 
I  say,  then,  suppose  a  runaway  negro,  Abyssin- 
ian or  otherwise,  were  to  escape  into  the  gentle- 
man's own  State,  the  Constitution  would  require 
him  to  aid  the  marshal  in  returning  that  man  back 
into  slavery;  but  suppose  by  a  violation  of  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  by  refusing  to  return 
the  negro,  he  could  save  the  country  from  destruc- 
tion, what  would  he  do — let  the  country  go  and 
catcli  the  negro,  or  let  the. negro  go  and  save  the 
country?  I  myself  would  esteem  the  country 
cheaply  saved  by  the  loss  of  the  negro.  Probably 
the  gentleman  would  not. 

JNlow,  jMr.  Speaker,  it  seems  to  me  if  there  be 
any  moral  treason  in  this  body,  it  is  in  those  who 
stand  upon  nice  points  when  the  country  is  in 
danger.  What  folly  to  cavil  about  the  rules  for 
governing  a  fiimily  while  the  house  is  on  fire! 

I  have  no  evasion  on  this  thing.  I  have  taken 
an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  1  intend  to  do  it,  as  I  have  done  here- 
tofore. Tlie  Constitution  requires  me  to  do  all 
that  is  in  my  power  to  preserve  my  country, 
and  whenever  a  given  thing  is  shown  to  me  to  be 
necessary  to  save  the  country  from  destruction,  I 
will  do  it,  and  in  so  doing  I  will  claim  I  am  car- 
rying out  the  Constitution,  even  if  some  phrase 
in  that  instrument  may  seem  to  conflict. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  already  said  that  I  be- 
lieved the  Democratic  party  proper  to  be  drifting 
rapidly  toward  the  position  occupied  by  it  dur- 
ing the  last  few  months  of  the  term  of  James  Bu- 
chanan, having  only  apparently  left  that  position 
and  never  having  repudiated  it.  I  have  heard 
this  rebellion  characterized  as  a  rebellion  for  the 
instilution  of  slavery,  as  a  slaveholders' rebellion. 
I  will  not  deny  that  the  slaveholders  have  been 
concerned  in  it;  mainly  instrumental  in  carrying 
it  on.  1  will  not  deny  that  slavery  has  been  the 
great  leading  principle.  Yet  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
rebellion  of  the  Democratic  piu'ty.  I  caiuiot  for- 
get that  wherever  the  Democratic  party  has  been 


in  the  ascendent  this  rebellion  has  culminated  into 
civil  war.  Is  not  that  so?  Look  at  the  election 
for  President  in  1860.  Tell  me  a  single  State 
where  the  vote  was  cast  for  the  Democratic  party 
that  has  not  been  in  open  rebellion  or  in  such 
imminent  danger  of  it  as  to  require  the  power  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  it. 
1  pause  for  an  answer  if  there  be  any  such  State. 
It  was  an  ingenious  thing  for  the  Democratic 
party  when  setting  up  the  standard  of  rebellion 
in  the  South  to  leave  a  portion  of  their  body  be- 
hind to  embarrass  the  action  of  the  Union  men 
by  setting  up  constitutional  quibbles.  It  was  in- 
genious, and  the  conduct  of  a  few  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  has  justified  me  in 
saying  that  those  gentlemen  are  performing  that 
part  in  this  rebellion. 

But  I  am  departing  from  the  immediate  ques- 
tion. I  have  been  led  to  do  so  partly  by  follow- 
ing the  example  of  others  and  partly  because  I 
desired  to  say  what  I  firmly  believe,  and  what  I 
now  repeat.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  requires  hs  to  take  all  necessary  measures 
for  sustaining  the  Government.  To  decide  that 
a  measure  is  constitutional  I  have  only  to  know 
that  it  is  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  will  now  come  to  the  immediate  ques- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  in 
his  speech  laid  down  three  propositions:  one  is 
that  there  is  no  right  in  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  coerce  the  rebels;  another  was 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  no  physical 
power  to  do  it;  and  the  third,  that  it  is  time  for 
us  to  withdraw  and  let  the  rebels  have  all  they 
want.  I  do  not  misrepresent  the  gentleman;  all 
this  will  be  found  in  his  speech.  It  is  avowed 
upon  our  side  of  the  House  that  this  is  giving 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy.  Is  it  not  giving 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  to  say  that  our 
armjes  are  wrong?  Is  it  not  giving  aid  andcom- 
foft  to  rebellion  to  say  that  every  soldier  in  the 
Union  ranks  who  points  his  gun  at  the  rebels 
and  pulls  a  trigger  is  a:  murderer?  because  that  is 
the  only  conclusion  to  which  we  can  come  on 
the  gentleman's  premises.  Again,  is  it  not  giv- 
ing aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  to  say  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  not  strong 
enough  to  put  down  the  rebellion?  What  greater 
aid  and  comfort  can  you  give? 

Let  us  look  at  the  final  proposition.  Does  the 
gentleman  know  that  the  South  claim  all  south 
of  the  Potomac?  They  claim  the  old  line  between 
freedom  and  slavery.  They  ask  to  have  Mary- 
land restored  to  the  South,  a  State  which  has  de- 
clared she  loves  the  country  better  than  slavery. 
They  ask  us  to  restore  Western  Virginia,  born 
and  baptized  in  the  blood  of  patriots.  They  ask 
us  to  restore  to  them  Louisiana;  they  ask  us  to 
restore  to  them  Missouri;  they  ask  us  to  restore 
to  them  Tennessee.  Look  how  monstrous  the 
proposition  is  when  you  come  to  entertain  it  in 
its  full  length  and  breadth.  And  yet,  that  is  the 
proposition  put  forward  in  this  House,  and  v>?hich 
is  justified  upon  the  ground  tliat  it  is  merely  the 
exertion  of  the  proper  and  legitimate  freedom  of 
speech.  I  would  have  gentlemen  to  know  that 
there  are  some  luxuries  which  can  only  be  enjoyed 
while  the  country  is  at  peace,  and  that  the  fullest 
license  of  speech  is  one  of  those  luxuries.  Ah, 
the  freedom  of  speech  is  a  great  thing,  and  1 
would  be  sorry  to  abridge  it;  but  I  must  confess 
the  time  may  come  when  for  the  good  of  my 
country  I  will  bridle  my  tongue",  or  will  cbnsent 
to  have  it  bridled  for  me. 

Let  me  illustrate.  Suppose  the  gentleman  were 
on  board  a  ship  at  sea  in  a  storm,  and  suppose  he 
entertained  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  from 
the  captain  about  the  particular  rope  to  be  pulled, 
or  the  particular  direction  in  which  the  helm 
should  be  moved;  and  suppose,  while  the  danger 
was  imminent,  and  the  breakers  ahead,  the  cap- 
tain should  give  a  certain  order, and  suppose  that 
gentleman  should  countermand  the  order,  and  rea- 
son with  the  sailors  that  it  was  not  right  to  do  so; 
that  that  was  the  certain  road  to  destruction,  what 
would  be  done  with  him?  The  captain  and  the 
sailors  would  not  shoot  him.  My  colleague  [Mr. 
L.  IVlvERs]  suggests  they  might  hang  him  to  the 
yard-arm.  1  am  inclined  to  think,  however,  they 
would  do  exactly  what,  in  a  like  case,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Indiana,  the  Speaker  of  this 
Hou.'se,  prujiosesin  his  n^solution  to  do;  that  is  to 
say,  they  would  throw  him  overboard. 


Again,  suppose  the  capital  of  the  country  were 
besieged,  and  suppose  the  gentleman  were  to  in- 
dulge freedom  of  speech,  the  great  right  secured 
to  us  by  the  Constitution,  by  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
by  the  A'lagna  Charta  and  all  those  sacred  old 
things,  to  publish  and  talk  about  at  the  corners 
of  the  streets  and  upon  the  battlements,  and  tell 
where  the  weak  points  of  the  defense  were;  what 
do  you  suppose  the  people  of  Washington  and 
the  authorities  would  do  then?  Would  they  re- 
spect his  right  of  speech,  his  constitutional  right, 
his  freedom  of  speech  which  must  not  be  inter- 
fered with?  What  would  they  do?  Precisely 
what  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  proposes  to 
do.  They  would  throw  him  over  the  walls  among 
the  rebels  where  they  would  naturally  suppose 
he  belonged. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  there  anything  further 
to  be  said  upon  this  subject?  It  is  enough  to  say 
that  liberty  of  speech  is  not  license  of  speech ;  that 
the  liberty  of  speech  justifies  no  man  in  imperil- 
ing the  safety  of  his  country;  that  liberty  of 
speech  is  a  luxury  to  be  enjoyed  to  its  fullest  ex- 
tent only  in  a  time  of  profound  peace.  And  I  ask 
the  gentleman  why  it  is  that  he  and  the  few — for 
I  hope  they  are  few  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House  who  agree  with  him  in  opinion — why  it 
is  that  he  and  they  cannot  cordially  come  to  our 
rescue  and  assist  us  in  bringing  about  that  pro- 
found peace  when  even  the  gentleman  can  talk 
such  things  as  he  has  been  talking  here,  with  full 
and  entire  freedom,  and  with  safety  to  his  coun- 
try? 

Shall  it  be  said  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
that  a  member  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  from  that 
State  which  repudiated  Vallandigham  by  so  over- 
whelming a  majority,  arose  in  his  jilace  upon  this 
floor  and  deliberately  told  us  we  were  too  weak 
for  our  enemies;  we  had  no  right  to  kill  them;  de- 
liberately asked  us  to  yield  all  they  demanded  of 
us?  Shall  it  be  told  there  that  this  was  done,  and 
not  denounced  by  every  other  member  of  this 
body?  What  would  be  the  effect  of  this  on  any 
army  to  which  it  was  told?  It  would  paralyze 
their  efforts;  the  weapons  would  fall  from  the 
hands  of  the  loyal  soldiers;  the  hesitating  would 
desert,  and  in  all  human  probability  a  defeat  of 
our.  arms  would  be  the  result.  And  yet  we  are 
deliberately  told  here  that  all  this  comes  within 
the  freedom  of  speech.  Ah!  sir,  if  the  gentleman 
honestly  entertains  these  opinions,  knowing  the 
danger  of  expressing  them,  he  should  have  locked 
them  up  in  his  own  bosom.  He  should  not  have 
told  them  even  to  his  v.'ife,  lest  somebody  else 
should  catch  from  him  the  infection.  It  is  for 
uttering  them  here  that  I  want  this  gentleman 
to  be  punished,  and  the  only  way  in  which  he  can 
be  punished  without  the  constitutional  majority 
of  this  House  is  by  such  a  censure  as  will  show 
to  the  country  that  at  least  we,  the  majority  of 
this  House,  are  in  favor  of  putting  down  this  re- 
bellion to  the  full  extent  of  extermination  if  need 
be.  If  need  be  the  enemies  of  America  must  be 
absolutely  crushed. 

It  is  their  fault  if  they  carry  their  resistance 
to  such  an  extent  as  requires  it.  But  they  must 
be  crushed,  whether  that  crushing  goes  to  the 
extent  of  extermination  or  not. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  speak  as  one  having  some  feel- 
ing on  tills  subject,  because  my  own  State  lias 
been  invaded  by  thearmiesof  these  rebels.  Twice 
has  the  sacred  soil  of  Pennsylvania  been  invaded 
by  the  cohorts  of  rebellion,  and  twice  have  they 
been  driven  back  beyond  the  Potomac,  and  that, 
too,  mainly  by  Pennsylvanians.  Sir,  1  have  al- 
ways felt  proud  of  my  State  when  I  liave  remem- 
bered that  she  is  the  State  first  north  of  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line  that  has  never  for  a  moment 
listened  to  the  counsels  of  rebellion. 

My  friend  asks  me  where  James  Buchanan  was 
during  the  last  raid  into  Pennsylvania.  I  really 
do  not  know,  but  I  do  know  that  the  convention 
of  his  party  which  met  at  Harrisljurg  about  that 
time  to  nominate  Judge  Woodward  as  their  can- 
didate for  Governor,  knowing  that  he  sympa- 
thized with  Valhuuligham,  seemed  to  have  no 
fear  of  the  rebels,  and  I  suppose  they  had  no  rea- 
son to  fear  them. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
anything  further  to  say  in  support  of  my  amend- 
ment, i  sincerely  hope  it  will  bo  adopted.  I 
ask  gentlemen  upon  this  side  of  the  House  to  sus- 
tain me  in  endeavoring  to  do  that  which  we  can 
do,  rather  than  lose  that  which  we  can  get,  in  the 
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vain  attempt  to  get  what  we  cannot.  Every  one 
can  SCO  from  the  demonstrations  we  have  wit- 
nessed from  tlie  other  side  of  the  Flouse  that  we 
cannot  carry  tlie  pending  resolutions  by  a  two- 
thirds  majority.  I  ask  you  ilien  to  aid  me  in  sub- 
stituting my  amendment  for  it,  in  order  that  tliis 
moral  treason — 1  was  going  to  say,  but  probably 
that  would  not  be  in  order — this  infamous  con- 
duct, siiall  not  go  wholly  unpunished. 

Mr.  WINFIELD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  in- 
tended when  I  was  honored  by  the  constituency 
whom  I  represent  with  a  seat  upon  this  floor  to 
remain,  at  least  for  the  present  session,  a  silent 
spectator  of  the  deliberations  of  this  body,  par- 
ticipating only  so  far  as  its  votes  were  concerned 
in  its  constitutional  action.  But  there  are  occa- 
sions when  even  our  wisest  resolves  must  yield 
to  the  exigencies  and  necessities  of  the  hour,  and 
it  has  seemed  to  me  that  this  discussion  whicii 
has  been  sprung  upon  this  House,  that  the  cast 
it  has  taken,  that  the  attitude  which  has  been  as- 
sumed by  certain  membiTs  of  the  party  to  which 
I  belong,  that  some  declarations  which  I  regret 
to  have  heard  made  tipon  this  floor,  have  rendered 
it  necessary  for  even  so  humble  an  individual  as 
myself  to  recede  from  that  resolution  which  I 
had  formed,  and  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  brief  period  while  1  defined  my  position  with 
regard  to  some  of  the  absorbing  questions  of  the 
day. 

Sir,  I  was  elected  here  after  a  nomination  by  a 
political  convention,  a  convention  of  that  party 
to  which  l.have  belonged  all  my  life,  whose  his- 
tory is  intimately  interwoven  with  the  history  of 
this  Government,  and  which,  if  I  have  under- 
etood  its  position,  has  always  been  the  true  friend 
to  the  Government  and  of  the  Union.  Having 
received  the  support  of  that  party,  and  having 
encountered  the  untiring  hostility  and  opposition 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  party  represented  by 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
while  I  feel  .that  my  first  great  duty  is  to  the 
country  whose  Representative  in  part  I  am,  lean- 
not  forget  that.I  owe  some  debt  of  allegiance  to 
the  party  which  sent  me  here. 

But,  sir,  it  is  due  to  patriotism  that  that  allegi- 
ance shall  yieJd  to  the  higher  and  holierclaims  of 
country  whenever  it  shall  appear  that  the  attitude 
of  that  party,  its  professions,  its  tendencies  are 
running  counter  to  the  greater  interests  of  our 
cqpimon  heritage.  If  I  supposed  for  a  moment 
that  it  had  become  the  settled  creed  of  that  party 
that  the  great  work  of  restoring  this  Union  at)d 
putting  down  this  rebellion  was  to  encounter  the 
etern  and  unfaltering  opposition  of  that  party,  I 
must  necessarily  cease  to  be  its  adherent  here  or 
elsewhere.  If  1  supposed  for  a  moment  that  that 
party,  forgetful  of  all  its  past  traditions,  unmind- 
ful of  all  its  past  professions,  was  about  to  falter 
in  the  high  duty  which  it  owes  to  the  country  in 
this  its  hour  of  peril,  I  should  feel  that  my  confi- 
dence in  it  had  been  misplaced,  that  i  had  misun- 
derstood its  precepts,  its  teachings,  and  its  prin- 
ciples. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  led  to  this  course  of  remark 
by  some  observations  which  fell  from  a  colleague 
of  mine  [Mr.  Feunando  Wood]  representing  one 
of  the  districts  of  the  city  of  JNew  York.  That 
gentleman,  in  the  cour.ie  of  his  speech  made  yes- 
terday, declared  among  other  things  that  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  a  war  Democrat.  I  do  not 
know  whether  that  remark  was  intended  to  ap]ily 
to  the  attitude  of  individuals  or  of  the  party  at 
large  to-day  in  this  emergency,  or  was  intended 
to  recount  the  history  of  the  party  in  the  past  or 
was  designed  to  reach  over  and  establish  a  plat- 
form for  party  action  in  the  future.  But  whether 
it  was  the  one  or  the  other,  I  am  here  to  say  that 
there  is,  there  always  has  been,  and  there  will  be 
after  tliat  gentleman  and  my.sclf  shall  have  |)assed 
from  the  stage  of  action  and  .shall  have  ceased  to 
partici|)atein  thcaflairsof  this  Government, sucha 
thing  an  a  war  Democrat.  There  will  Ije  war  Dem- 
ocrats whenever  tiie  honor  oflhc  country  is  in  dan- 
ger. Whether  the  blow  is  to  be  struck  from  with- 
out, or  wlictheritis  to  full  upon  us  from  trcaciiery 
within,  there  has  been,  there  will  be,  and  there 
ought  to  be  such  a  party  of  patriotism  a.s  a  war  De- 
mocracy. When  our  national  honor, our  national 
integrity, or  our  naiiunal  flag  hai?  been  assailed  in 
nil  the  past,  it  has  been  the  boast  of  the  party  which 
liassustaiiied  thegeiitlenuui  who  made  tliatreniark 
that  it  was  always  on  the  side  of  the  country  and 
in  favor  of  maintaining  its  honor  uiid  dignity  by 


arms  to  the  extent  of  the  last  dollar  and  the  last 
available  resources  of  the  nation.  Such  I  believe 
to  be  its  position  now.  This  war  has  not,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  been  precipitated  on  this  na- 
tion from  any  misconduct  or  misconception  of 
duty  on  the  part  of  the  Democratic  party  or  its 
meinbers.  They  have,  so  far  as  1  am  acquainted 
with  their  history, sustained  theircountry 's  honor 
and  have  adhered  to  the  Union  by  profession,  by 
precept,  and  by  practice. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  war  is  upon  us.  It  is 
upon  us  in  consequence  (I  suppose  lam  at  liberty 
to  say  so)  of  the  election  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
who  now  presides  over  the  destinies  of  the  nation, 
and  of  the  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  seced- 
ing States  to  accept  him  as  our  constitutionally 
elected  chief  ruler.  It  is  upon  us  in  consequence, 
as  I  am  free  to  say  here,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
of  the  unwarrantable  act  of  those  who,  unmind- 
ful of  their  constitutional  obligations,  withdrew 
from  membership  under  the  Federal  Constitution 
and  defied  the  atithority  of  the  Constitution  and 
laws.  It  is  upon  us  in  consequence  of  unjustifi- 
able, illegal,  unholy  rebellion;  and  when  the  fact 
became  patent  that  it  was  so  upon  us,  not  only 
the  party  who  are  represented  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  but  the  party  that  has  its  represent- 
atives on  this  side  of  the  House  had  its  duty  to 
perform  in  reference  to  the  war.  The  Govern- 
ment was  not,  in  my  judgment,  in  a  position  to 
yield  to  the  exactions  of  rebellion.  It  was  not 
well,  in  my  judgment,  to  surrender  the  integrity 
of  this  Union,  or  to  fill  this  land  with  the  clamor 
that  there  was  no  power  under  the  Government 
to  bring  back  her  rebellious  citizens  to  obedience. 
We  were  to  meet  this  question  as  became  those 
who  revered  the  Constitution,  as  became  those 
who  had  professed  to  love  the  Union,  who  under 
the  lead  of  the  gallant  old  hero  of  the  Hermitage 
had  declared  thirty  years  before  that  this  Union 
must  and  shall  be  preserved.  That  was  thq  tra- 
dition of  the  party,  that  was  the  course  to  wlrich 
the  party  had  been  pledged.  It  was  the  course 
they  did  pursue,  and  it  is  too  late  to  say  now  that 
at  the  inception  of  this  rebellion,  and  when  it  was 
determined  to  meet  forcible  desertion  by  forcible 
opposition,  there  were  no  war  Democrats  in  this 
land.  We  have  claimed  from  that  hour  to  this 
that  our  Army  has  been  largely  filled  up  by  war 
Democrats,  and  that  every  call  made  by  the  Pres- 
ident was  largely  and  gloriously  responded  to  by 
the  generous.  Union-loving  Democracy  of  the 
land;  and  it  is  too  late  to  say  or  insinuate  that  all 
men  who  advocate  the  honest  prosecution  of  this 
war  by  constitutional  means  and  for  constitu- 
tional purposes  have  forfeited  their  allegiance  to 
the  Democratic  party. 

I  believe  this  rebellion  was  in  every  aspect  of 
it  unholy  and  unjustifiable.  After  it  was  inau- 
gurated an  effort  was  made  by  wise  and  patriotic 
citizens  to  adjust  and  accommodate  our  national 
difficulties.  That  effort  failed,  and  the  failure 
was,  in  my  judgment,  mainly  the  fault  of  those 
who  would  rather  have  war  than  peace  with  sla- 
very. Still,  1  believe,  in  marring  the  good  work 
so  patriotically  attempted,  these  ultraists  had 
ready  and  willing  assistance  from  extremists  at 
the"^eutli,  who  preferred  war  rather  than  to  abate 
a  particle  from  their  demands  with  regard  to 
slavery  and  its  extension,  or  to  submit  to  the 
rule  ol' the  Chief  Magistrate  elect.  Who  was  at 
fault  for  the  ftict  that  negotiation  did  not  secure 
reunion  cannot  in  any  way  relieve  us  from  our 
terrible  position  or  its  responsibilities;  the  effort 
failed;  the  South  set  our  laws  at  defiance,  ignored 
our  Constitution,  defied  the  power  of  our  Govern- 
ment, seized  our  property,  and  finally  fired  upon 
our  flag. 

The  question  of  duty  then  presented  itself,  and 
it  came  home  with  peculiar  interest  to  the  under- 
standing and  consciejice  of  the  Democracy  of  the 
nation.  More  than  thirty  years  before,  seces- 
sion, with  white  lips  and  chattering  teeth  and 
bated  breath,  had  fearfully  whispered  its  parri- 
cidal purposes.  The  old  lion  of  the  Hermitage 
then  trocl  the  quarter-deck  of  the  ship  of  State 
and  governed  and  guided  its  movements.  Would 
to  Heaven  that  in  his  then  maturity  of  mind, 
matchless  judgment,  and  indomitable  will  and 
energy,  he  could  once  more  take  the  helm. 
"  Like  an  eagle  in  a  dove-cote  he'd  flutter  the 
voices"  of  these  malcontents, and  we  should  out- 
ride this  storm  and  enter  in  safety  the  haven  of 
Union  and  peace.    But  the  ieasons  taught  by  Gen- 


eral Jackson  to  treason  at  that  time  are,  and 
oughtto be, perpetual  law  with  the  party  then  sup- 
porting him.  They  were  hailed  with  delight  by 
the  now  living  as  well  as  those  who  have  since 
gone  to  their  account.  They  understood  what 
the  man  of  iron  meant  when  he  said,  "The  Union 
musl&nd  shall  be  preserved,"  and  they  approved 
the  declaration.  They  knew  and  we  know  that 
the  very  moment  a  citizen  or  a  collection  of  citi- 
zens, however  formidablein  numbersorinfluence, 
committed  the  overt  act  of  resistance  to  the  Fed- 
eral law,  General  Jackson  intended  to  hold  them 
guilty  of  treason,  and,  if  necessary,  invoke  the 
whole  military  power  of  the  nation  to  bring  them 
to  justice  and  submission.  There  were  war  Demo- 
crats in  those  days;  an^l  it  would  have  been  a 
sorry  day  for  my  colleague  had  he  been  hon- 
ored with  a  seat  here  at  that  crisis,  if  he  had 
stood  up  to  declare  in  his  place  that  no  Democrat 
would  support  the  President  in  any  attempt  to 
coerce  South  Carolina.  The  duty  that  Democrats 
owed  their  country  then  they  owe  it  now.  It  is 
due  to  patriotism, and,  what  is  a  minor  consider- 
ation, to  party  consistency,  due  to  the  memory  of 
their  glorious  old  leader,  now  sleeping,  "after  life's 
fitful  fever,"  beneath  the  very  tread  of  rebellion, 
that  they  should  reiterate  and  keep  everywhere 
and  always  his  solemn  oath,  that  "The  Union 
must  and  shall  be  preserved." 

In  choosing  the  part — a  very  humble  and  un- 
important one — which  I  have  taken  in  relation  to 
this  rebellion,  I  have  followed,  as  I  believe,  as  I 
know,  the  traditions  and  teachings  of  the  great 
party  which  has  so  long  administered  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  you  cannot  wonder,  sir,  that  I  felt 
startled  to  hear  myself  read  out  of  the  party  for 
believing  with  General  Jackson  that  when  citi- 
zens defied  the  laws  to  compel  submission  waa 
our  obvious  duty.  To  submit  our  differences  to 
the  arbitrament  of  war  was  a  dire  necessity;  but 
I  have  always  understood  that  our  party  was 
pledged,  even  to  the  extent  of  war,  to  maintain 
the  Union  in  its  integrity.  We  favored  negotia- 
tion, and  believed  in  concession  and  peaceful  ad- 
justment; but  I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  the 
majority  here  North  did  not  intend  to  concede 
anything,  and  the  majority  South  did  not  intend 
to  acce]ii  anything  short  of  separation.  At  all 
events  negotiation  failed;  both  parties  armed,  one 
to  take  the  South  out  of  the  Union  and  the  other 
to  hold  the  Union  together.  I  was  called  upon 
to  elect  which  plan  I  would  favor,  because,  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  is  certainly  true  that  at  the  stage  of 
this  affair  to  which  I  now  allude  the  choice  was 
between  recognition  and  war  to  prevent  it.  And 
I  cannot  yet  believe  that  I  have  forfeited  the  pub- 
lic confidence  because  I  cannot  assent  to  the  doc- 
trine that  there  is  no  remedy  but  persuasion  for 
treason  and  rebellion. 

Well,  sir,  at  this  juncture  we  all  chose  our 
parts  in  thecontest  plainly  approaching,  and,  with 
an  unexampled  unanimity,  the  entire  jSforth  pre- 
pared iojiglufor  the  Union.  Even  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  spokein  favor  of  armed 
resistance,  and  devoted  liis  time  and  talents  and 
contributed  his  money  to  raise  and  equip  a  regi- 
ment to  "fight  rebellion  down."  Three  years 
have  ex])ired,  and  we  are  again  reviewing  this 
question  of  duty.  1  am  free  to  confess  that  the 
policy  of  this  Administration  haslailed  to  satisfy 
me.  I  am  compelled,  but  sorry,  to  declare  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  President  has  treated 
and  disposed  of  certain  questions  of  policy,  collat- 
eral to  and  growing  out  of  the  war,  has  not  com- 
mended itself  to  me  as  wise  and  statesmanlike. 
To  repeat  what  has  been  often  and  better  said 
before,  the  presidental  plan  has,  in  my  judgment, 
greatly  disappointed  the  conservative  sentiment  of 
tlieJNorth,  wiiile  it  has  concentrated  and  strength- 
ened the  purfioses  of  the  rebellious  South. 

So  long  as  the  Executive  proclaimed  that  sub- 
mission to  the  Constitution  and  laws  was  all  he 
sought,  and  that  submission  should  end  the  war, 
the  South  were  fighting  for  a  shadow,  and  the 
leaders  of  the  rebellion  could  not,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  wisest  and  best  men  of  the  land,  have  kept 
up  the  masses  to  their  support  in  so  aimless  and 
fruitless  a  strife;  but  when  we  contemplate  the 
present  attitude  of  the  belligerents,  when  we  com- 
pare what  the  South  is  compelled  to  fight  for  now 
(if  she  fights  at  all)  with  what  she  chose  to  go 
to  war  for  at  first,  no  man  can  fail  to  discover 
the  magnitude  of  her  present  stake  on  the  result, 
or  fail  thence  to  conclude  that  her  desperation 
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will  be  increased  in  a  corresponding  tone.  Time 
would  fail  me  to  enter  into  a  critical  analysis  of 
the  Administration  war  policy;  but  can  any  man 
doubt  that  the  changes  it  lias  undergone  from  time 
to  time  have  wrought  a  change  in  the  temper  and 
purposes  of  the  people  and  armies  opposed  to  us, 
or  that  that  change  is  unfavorable  to  an  early  and 
peaceful  adjustment?  I  hope  I  offer  no  injury  to 
the  cause  of  my  country  when  I  add  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  not,  in  my  judgment,  strengthened 
the  cause  of  the  Union  by  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  treated  questions  which  have  arisen  from 
time  to  time  more  immediately  affecting  our  own 
rights  and  interests  as  Union  citizens  of  theNorth. 

1  have  not  and  shall  not  cease  to  protest  against 
the  infractions  of  civil  liberty  which  have  been 
perpetrated  under  the  auspices  of  the  present  Ex- 
ecutive and  for  which  war  necessity  has  been  the 
uniform  but  in  my  judgment  insufficient  excuse. 
Freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  free  and 
unrestrained  suffrage,  are  just  as  sacred  and  val- 
uable in  war  as  in  peace,  and  that  they  have  been 
ruthlessly  and  repeatedly  invaded  during  the  last 
three  years,  under  presidential  sanction,  is  an  un- 
doubted fact.  These  departures  from  constitu- 
tional land-marks,  together  with  the  sweepingand 
radical  change  of  policy  toward  the  seceding*States 
and  their  citizens,  before  referred  to,  have  doubt- 
less caused  some  men  to  wonder  and  to  doubt  as 
to  duty  in  the  present  aspect  of  affairs;  they  afford 
the  excuse  for  whatever  of  hesitancy  is  to  be  found 
in  the  North  as  to  the  course  proper  to  be  pur- 
sued in  the  future. 

Again,  grave  men  and  good  patriots  complain 
that  the  war  has  not  thus  far  been  prosecuted 
with  the  skill  and  good  judgment  which  woulti 
have  secured  success.  There  is  no  instance  to  be 
found  in  the  world's  history  where  a  generous 
people  have  poured  into  the  lap  of  Government 
so  much  of  treasure  or  placed  at  its  disposal  more 
or  braver  men  than  this  people  have  given  to  this 
Administration  since  the  war  began.  Every  call 
has  been  promptly  and  generously  met,  and  it 
certainly  cannotbeattributed  toany  remissnesson 
the  part  of  the  people  if  the  seceding  States  have 
not  been  reduced  to  submission.  For  one,  I  am 
unwilling  to  concede  that  the  fault  lies  with  our 
soldiers.  They  have  fought  bravely,  skillfully, 
heroically,  on  every  field  where  they  have  been 
tried,  and  our  want  of  success  must  i!ot  be  laid 
to  their  charge.  If  the  fault  lies  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  certainly  calls  for  early  correction, 
and  this  brings  me  to  consider  a  second  proposi- 
tion submitted  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Fernando 
Wood]  in  his  speech  of  yesterday,  which  was  to 
the  effect  that  if  this  war  was  to  continue  he 
wanted  to  see  the  present  Administration  party 
continue  in  power  to  carry  it  on;  and  in  entering 
my  protest  against  this  proposition  I  shall  define, 
in  my  poor  wa^,  the  position  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  Democracy  of  the  nation  should  assume 
and  maintain. 

Speaking  for  myself,  I  protestagainst  this  trans- 
ferof  the  Democracy  to  thefold  of  Republicanism. 
While  I  will  not  despair  of  the  Republic,  I  see 
no  reason  why  the  great  party  that  has  stood  by 
the  nation,  and  under  Providence  saved  it  from 
every  danger,  foreign  and  domestic,  which  has 
assailed  it  in  the  past,  should  turn  away  now,  in 
gloom  and  despair,  without  a  final  and  united 
effort  to  take  the  Government  by  the  peaceful 
means  of  the  ballot-box  from  the  hands  that  hold 
it,  and  then  to  enter  upon  the  great  work  of  re- 
storing the  Union  and  saving  the  national  honor 
and  integrity. 

If  great  success  should  attend  our  arms  during 
the  approaching  summer  campaign,  success  suf- 
ficient to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  power 
of  the  rebellion  was  broken — and  Heaven  grant 
that  it  may  be  so  ! — the  success  of  the  Democratic 
party  might  be  less  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the 
nation;butif,ontheotherhand,  with  all  the  means 
for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  now  at 
theirdisposal,withvastarmiesof veteran  soldiers, 
commanded  by  our  most  skillful  generals,  the  Ad- 
ministration fails  to  make  a  decided  impression 
upon  the  enemy  now,  it  seems  scarcely  possible 
that  the  popular  judgment  should  fail  to  discern 
the  necessity  of  a  change  of  rulers.  And  whom  in 
tliLs  emergency  will  the  people  trust;  to  whom 
will  they  confide  their  armies  and  navies  and  the 
great  work  of  the  salvation  of  the  Government 
and  nation  ?    This  war  will  still  exist.    My  col- 


league says,  "If  the  war  is  to  continue."  It  will 
continue.  Does  he  or  any  other  reasonable  and 
sagacious  man  believe  that  the  1st  of  November 
will  find  the  war  closed  up  and  p»ace  in  the  land  ? 
and  if  not,  we  return  to  the  inquiry,  who  will  the 
people  trust  in  such  an  emergency? 

I  give  it  as  the  conviction  of  my  judgment,  that 
if  the  Democratic  party  shall  place  itself  upon  the 
platform  built  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Long,]  indorsed  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Harris,]  and  also  as  I  understood  him  by 
my  colleague,  we  shall  have  a  recurrence  of  past 
misrule  for  the  four  years  to  come  and  whatever 
of  disaster  which  may  accompany  its  infliction. 

That  policy  which  would  withdraw  our  armies 
from  the  field  and  trust  the  work  of  reunion  to  the 
hazard  of  negotiation  alone  with  a  power  that  has 
declared  repeatedly  and  always  that  we  could  not 
name  the  terms  upon  which  they  would  reunite 
with  us,  will  not,  in  my  judgment,  receive  the  pop- 
ular sanction,  but  will  on  the  other  hand  be  sig- 
nally condemned  in  the  approaching  canvass  if 
any  party  advocating  such  a  policy  arises  to  ask 
for  popular  support.  A  vast  majority  of  this 
people  believe  that  we  can  and  we  ought  to  put 
down  this  rebellion,  and  that  having  gone  almost 
to  the  limitof  the  nation's  resources  toaccomplish 
it,  there  is  nothing  but  humiliation  in  the  propo- 
sition that  we  shall  retire  first  from  the  field  where 
so  many  thousands  of  brave  men  have  fallen  to 
secure  what  in  their  judgment  will  be  lost  forever 
by  the  withdrawal  of  our  armies. 

It  is  still  wise,  it  is  right,  therefore,  for  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  in  my  judgment,  conformably  to 
its  past  professions,  consistently  with  all  its  past 
history  and  tradition,  to  continue  to  insist  that 
they  who  have  rebelled  against  this  Government 
and  are  seeking  its  destruction  must  return  to  their 
allegiance,  must  submit  to  the  authority  of  the 
Constitution,  must  lay  down  the  arms  they  have 
taken  up  to  defend  themselves  in  their  position  of 
outlawry,  and  in  default  of  their  doing  so,  that 
they  shall  be  visited  with  all  the  consequences 
and  punishments  of  overt  treason. 

I  would  not  prosecute  this  war  in  a  spirit  of 
bloodthirstiness, conquest, orextermination.  Nor 
would  I  fail  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  for 
an  honorable  peace,  based  upon  the  Constitution 
as  it  is  and  the  Union  as  it  was. 

Whatever  may  have  been,  or  may  yet  Ije,  the 
consequences  of  this  war  upon  the  institution  of 
slavery,  they  are  upon  the  head  of  the  party  who 
rebelled  for  slavery's  sake.  Manifestly  the  re- 
bellion, whenever  it  ceases,  has  weakened  if  not 
destroyed  that  institution.  Slavery,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  rebel  press,  h&s,  ^y  going  to  war, 
"stabbed  itself  to  the  heart."  But  with  that,  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  or  in  its  termination, 
we  have  nothing  to  do.  And  this  people  will  never 
sanction  a  war  carried  beyond  the  point  where  a 
peace  can  be  honorablyattained,  with  the  Union, 
well  and  safely  restored,  merely  to  accomplish 
the  purposes  of  abolition  fanaticism,  or  to  force 
any  new  form  of  government  upon  any  of  the 
States  of  the  Union.  While  standing  up,  there- 
fore,todefend  by  ourarmsourGovernmentagainst 
its  treasonable  assailants,  let  us  be  prepared  to 
receive  and  act  upon  the  first  overtures  which 
promise  an  honorable  peace.  I  confess  that  I 
have  as  yet  seen  no  indications  of  pacific  wishes 
or  intents  upon  the  part  of  the  rebellious  South, 
nor  do  I  anticipate  the  discovery  of  any  such  until 
more  signal  success  shall  attend  our  arms,  and 
their  resources  be  limited  and  impaired.  When 
that  point  is  reached  the  popular  heart  of  the  suf- 
fering South,  without  regard  to  the  views  of  am- 
bitious leaders,  will  rise  up  against  this  war  and 
an  element  be  stirred  which,  when  dealt  with. in 
a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  kindness,  will  bring 
ourarmies  rest  from  this  work  of  carnage  and  our 
people  a  welcome  and  joyful  peace.  Till  thattime 
comes,  suing:  or  begging  for  peace  by  ourselves 
will  only  protract  and  prolong  the  period  of  its 
attainment,  give  to  the  enemy  false  notions  of  our 
own  spiritand  powers  and  resources  of  resistance, 
and  bolster  his  own  pride  and  arrogance. 

Some  weeks  ago  allusion  was  made  by  my  col- 
league to  a  proposition  for  a  peace  commission, 
then  pending  in  the  rebel  congress,  and  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  it  embraced  an  offer  of  ad- 
justment upon  the  basis  of  the  old  Union;  and 
in  that  view,  if  1  mistake  not,  he  was  sustained 
by  the  very  able  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cox.] 


I  did  not  so  read  or  interpret  this  so-called  peace 
proposition.  The  object  of  this  commission,  aa 
indicated  by  the  resolutions,  was  to  ascertain, 

1.  Whether  the  United  States  and  the  confed- 
eracy could  agree  upon  the  terms  of  an  amicable 
separation. 

2.  In  case  that  could  be  effected,  to  ascertain 
whether  terms  of  a  readjustment  and  reunion 
could  be  agreed  upon;  and  if  not, 

3.  To  agree  upon  treaties  offensive,  defensive, 
and  commercial. 

I  have  not  these  propositions.as  debated  in  the 
rebel  congress  before  me,  but  they  were  substan- 
tially as  quoted,  and  careful  consideration  has 
failed  to  disclose  to  my  mind  anything  in  them 
but  disunion.  It  is  purely  and  simply  a  propo- 
sition to  divide  ourselves  into  two  nations,  and 
establish  convenient  relations  between  us  incident 
only  to  such  a  state  of  separation  to  be  maintained 
for  all  the  future;  unless,  perchance,  in  our  sepa- 
ration we  should  under  some  unaccountable, un- 
anticipated impulse  or  influence,  agree  to  undo 
immediately  what  we  had  just  done  in  so  formal 
and  solemn  a  manner.  And  even  this  proposition, 
so  deceptive,  so  infinitely  short  of  anything  which 
could  or  would  be  listened  to  here,  was  1  believe 
promptly  rejected  by  tTie  rebel  congress,  and  we 
may  thence  infer,  as  has  been  before  stated,  that 
there  is  yet  a  great  change  to  be  wrought  in  the 
public  mind  in  the  rebellious  States  before  the 
peace  opinions  lately  expressed  upon  this  floor 
will  meet  with  any  encouraging  response  from 
them. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  without  the  premed- 
itation which  a  subject  of  such  immense  import- 
ance demands,  given  the  reasons  by  which  I  have 
been  governed  in  my  present  and  past  position  ■ 
relative  to  our  national  difficulties.  I  have  also, 
yet  upon  no  authority  but  my  own  judgment, 
slated  what  I  believed  would  be  the  attitude  of 
the  Democratic  party  with  relation  to  the  war  in 
the  approaching  autumn,  if  the  war  continue, aa 
there  is  every  reason  to  fear  it  will. 

In  that  event  I  suppose  the  sympathies  of  my 
colleague,  in  accordance  with  his  declaration  be- 
fore alluded  to,  will  be  with  the  party  arrayed 
against  us.  I  commend  him  to  our  long-time  po- 
litical adversaries  as  a  bold,  skillful,  eloquent, 
and  industrious  worker  and  leader,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  of  their  ability  to  turn  his  talents  to  excel- 
lent account. 

A  Voice.     We  don't  want  him. 

Mr.  WINFIELD.  You  hrad  better  accept  in 
thankfulness  what  the  gods  send  you,  without 
being  too  particular  about  the  motives  which 
prompt  the  accession. 

Before  concluding  these  discursive  remarks,  I 
intend  a  hasty  review  of  the  course  pursued  by 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  since 
the  commencement  of  this  session  toward  the 
Democratic  members  on  this  floor  and  their  Dem- 
ocratic constituencies.  Scarcely  a  day  has  passed 
since  we  came  together  that  some  Administration 
member  has  not  charged  us  in  some  phrase  or  other 
with  want  of  patriotism  and  fealty  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  these  charges  have  been  preferred  in 
terms  the  most  insolent  and  insulting  that  their 
authors  could  possibly  have  selected. 

I  protest  against  such  a  course,  Mr.  Speaker, 
first,  because  of  its  manifest  injustice.  There  may 
be,  there  doubtless  are,  men  in  every  section  of  the 
country,  and  attached  to  every  party,  who  have 
failed  to  discharge  fully  the  obligations  due  to  their 
country's  cause  in  the  perilous  times  through 
which  we  are  passing;  but  I  utterly  deny — and  I 
speak  particularly  for  my  own  State,  as  I  feel  no 
disposition  or  right  to  speak  for  others — that  the 
Democratic  party  has  set  its  face  against  our  coun- 
try and  Government  in  the  exigency  which  is  so 
sorely  trying  us.  I  have  mingled  much  in  assem- 
blies and  in  .private  circles  where  plans  were  being 
devised  and  consummated  to  aid  in  the  great  work 
of  putting  down  the  rebellion;  have  some  knowl- 
edge of  the  instrumentality  by  which  soldiers  and 
the  money  for  paying  them  have  been  raised,  and 
1  assert  here  positively  that,  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation extends,  the  Democracy  of  the  State  of 
New  York  have  not  stood  back  from  the  di.?- 
charge  of  their  duty  in  this  crisis,  but  have  given 
to  the  war  their  full  and  ample  share  of  the  men 
and  money  which  that  Slate  has  furnished.  Col- 
lectively tne  party  has,  through  its  conventions, 
always  declared  for  the  war  to  be  prosecuted  con* 
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stitutionnlly  and  for  coiiRlilulioiifll  ciuLs;  having 
adopted  !it  every  Stale  convention  liuld  since  its 
commencement  as  the  State  platform  the  Ciillon- 
den  resoluLion,  wliich,  if  I  lenienibtr  rightly,  at 
a  former  session  of  Cuii<^ress  passed  this  House 
unanimously;  and  now,  ifonly  tlie  facts  have  been 
Slated  in  relation  to  our  connection  With  tiie  great 
questions  of  the  day,  why  is  it  that  gentlemen 
arise  in  their  seals  day  after  day  and  hiss  oflen- 
sive  epithets  and  unfounded  accusations  into  our 
faces?  Such  a  course  can  only  serve  a  present 
party  purpose.  It  may  do  a  work  of  mischief  for 
which  a  party  success  will  be  no  equivalent.  Are 
not  gentlemen  convinced  that  a  large  share  of  the 
almost  unconquerable  hate  which  now  exists  be- 
tween the  belligerent  parties  in  this  war  has  been 
engendered  by  the  same  sort  of  reviling,  crimina- 
tion, and  recrimination  which  are  being  daily  prac- 
ticed in  the  Halls  of  Congi'ess  now.'  We  want  a 
united  North,  say  you.  Shall  we  have  it  in  this 
way?  Good  men  will  not  be  driven  to  treason  by 
the  abuse  of  irresponsible  persons;  but  when  the 
well-meaning  and  patriotic  are  told  day  after  day 
that  they  are  traitors,  in  league  with  their  coun- 
try's enemies,  upon  whom  tlie  arms  of  their  coun- 
try's soldiers  are  to  be  turned  when  the  enemy  in 
front  is  subdued,  it  takes'  away  that  heart  for  a 
good  cause  so  essential  to  its  successful  advocacy 
and  su|iport. 

And  how  think  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  all  this  de- 
nunciation is  operating  upon  the  minds  and  cour- 
age of  those  in  arms  for  the  rebellion  ?  If  the  four 
or  five  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  who  seem  to 
have  this  work  of  defamation  principally  in  charge 
succeed  in  satisfying  Jeff.  Davis  and  his  cabinet 
and  co?igress  and  armies  that  rebellion  has  for 
its  synipathizei-s  and  supporters  the  entire  Dem- 
ocratic party  North,  and  that  its  members  only 
seek  a  favorable  opportunity  to  declare  and  fight 
for  secession,  how  soon,  think  you,  shall  we  find 
evidence  of  tliat  waning  confidence  in  their  cause, 
that  gloom  and  despair  which  must  precede  the 
surrender  of  theiropposition  to  the  Government? 
I  fully  believe,  sir,  the  blatant  oratory  of  this  ses- 
sion about  copperhead  Democracy,  tlie  unfair  and 
ungenerous  denunciation  of  the  whole  Democratic 
party  which  we  liear  constantly  ringing  through 
this  Hall,  tending  as  they  do  to  revive  the  fading 
hopes  of  the  enemy,  are  doing  more  to  prolong 
the  war  than  all  the  peace  speeches  which  liave 
been  made  since  its  commencement. 

Upon  two  occasions  since  the  commencemerit 
of  the  session,  when  measures  having  in  view  the 
'  good  of  the  service  and  the  welfare  of  our  sol- 
diery were  under  discussion,  and  when  gentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  House  were  pledging  them- 
selves to  supj)ort  the  Administration  in  all  its  ef- 
forts to  raise,  supjjly,  and  render  efficient  armies 
to  defend  our  nationality,  we  have  been  supercil- 
iously told  in  eiicct  that  the  gentlemen  over  the 
way  had  that  matter  in  chai-ge,  that  the  elections 
had  rendered  our  aid  and  support  a  matter  of  no 
consequence,  and  that  we  had  as  well  carry  out 
our  mission  of  o|jpositioii  to  the  end. 

Let  me  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  DavisJ  and  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Kelley]  that  however  large  a  space 
they  may  fill  in  the  juiblic  estimation,  however 
important  the  "mission"  in  which  they  may  be 
engaged,  neither  of  them  is  of  sufficient  influence 
or  consequence  to  justify  his  coming  between  the 
liumblest  member  on  this  floor  and  the  discharge 
of  ills  duty.  Mission!  Sir,  we  were  all  sent 
here  on  the  same  mission — to  legislate  honestly 
and  wisely,  as  we  ktunv  how,  for  the  good  of  our 
country  and  to  save  her  fiom  ruin,  so  far  as  our 
oflicial  action  could  induce  such  result.  And 
although  we  may  diffiu-  as  to  the  details  of  legis- 
lation, what  powtn-  is  there  that  authorizes  the 
member  from  Maryland  or  the  member  from 
Pennsylvania  to  elbow  any  Representative  iicrc 
from  his  place  at  tliis  council-board  of  the  nation 
with  the  declaration,  "  Thi.s  is  our  business,  and 
you  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  it?"  Whoestab- 
fi.shed  them  censors  of  other  men's  conduct  or 
opinions,  with  the  power  of  saying  who  shall 
and  who  shall  not  dischargi!  the  duties  imposed 
upon  him  by  his  oath  according  to  the  di<.taleH 
of  his  conscience  and  his  judgment?  Sir,  this  is 
neither  the  time  nor  the  place  for  this  aflectation 
of  superiority.  Conceding  to  the  gentlemen  re- 
ferred lo  all  that  lliey  can  reasonably  claim  on 
the  score  of  tal'-nt  antl  experience,  they  "  feed  on 


no  such  meat"  as  enables  them  to  "get  the  start 
of  this  majestic  world,  and  bear  the  palm  alone." 
Our  places  liere  are  hekl  by  at  least  as  perfect  a 
tenure  as  theirs;  our  respon.'iibilitics  are  as  sacred, 
and  as  we  have  no  particular  account  to  render 
to  them  we  protest  against  the  legislative  snob- 
bery and  effrontery  which  prompts  this  twaddle 
about  what  they  will  or  will  not  allow  us  to  do. 

While  I  have  the  greatest  admiration  for  the 
talent  and  ability  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, and  have  been  a  delighted  listener  to  several 
of  his  confessedly  great  logical  and  oratorical  ef- 
forts on  this  floor,  there  is  still  anoliier  course  of 
remark  which  he  lias  on  two  several  occasions 
indulged  in  iiere,  against  which,  as  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  JNew  York,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  protest.  I  allude  to  the  unfounded  and  un- 
generous imputations  againstthe  patriotism  of  the 
Executive  of  our  State,  and  the  specious  effort  to 
connect  him, as  aider  and  abettor,  with  the  recent 
conscription  riots  in  the  city  of  New  York.  It 
may  serve  a  partisan  purpose  just  at  this  time 
to  revile  and  vilify  Governor  Seymour;  but  I 
greatly  over-estimate  his  rare  qualitiesof  heartand 
mind,  and  the  many  and  important  services  he 
has  i-endered  his  State  and  country,  if  his  memory 
is  not  held  in  grateful  remembrance  bya  justand 
generous  people  long  after  his  enemies  and  perse- 
cutors shall  have  passed  off  the  stage  and  been 
forgotten.  I  ha've  watched  with  no  common  in- 
terest his  career  as  a  public  man,  have  some 
knowledge  of  his  views  and  feelings  with  reference 
to  this  rebellion  and  the  manner  of  treating  it,  and 
all  that  I  have  seen  and  know  of  him  fully  au- 
thorizes the  assertion  which  I  here  make,  that 
there  is  not  in  public  or  private  lite  a  sincerer 
patriot,  or  one  who  is  prepared  to  go  further  or 
make  greater  sacrifices  to  subdue  and  bring  back 
to  constitutional  obedience  our  domestic  enemy, 
and  to  restore  the  Union  to  its  ancient  integrity. 
In  the  splendid  efforts  he  made  before  the  people 
pending  his  election, and  particularly  in  his  mem- 
orable Brooklyn  speech,  he  declared  boldly  fora 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  to  restore  the 
rightful  authority  of  the  Government,  and  I  cer- 
tainly know  of  no  occasion  since  his  election 
where  he  has  been  found  wanting  in  prompt  and 
generous  cooperation  with  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment in  times  of  peculiar  danger  and  alarm  to 
secure  such  a  result.  His  promptness  and  energy 
on  the  occasion  of  the  raid  of  last  summer  by 
General  Lee  and  his  army  into  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania  will  long  be  remembered  by  all 
whose  natures  are  cofiable  of  gratitude,  and  will 
pass  from  the  memory  of  such  only  as  are  in- 
capable of  doing  justice  to  a  political  adversary. 
When  called  upon  by  the  Executive,  at  that  hour 
of  gloom  and  peril,  for  aid  in  repelling  an  invasion 
so  threatening  to  the  Union  cause  and  to  the  safety 
of  our  sister  State,  he  responded  with  a  prompt- 
ness and  cneigy  and  with  such  success  as  finds 
no  parallel  in  the  individual  history  of  any  man, 
either  soldier  or  civilian,  who  has  been  connected 
with  this  war.  His  preparations  were  far. in  ad- 
vance even  of  Pennsylvania  herself,  and  in  an 
incredibly  short  space  of  time  fourteen  regiments 
of  troops,  as  good  and  as  brave  as  ever  faced  a 
foe,  were  sent,  fully  armed  and  munitioned,  to  con- 
front the  advancing  enemy,  to  save  the  beautiful 
valleys  of  Peinisylvania  I'rom  jTillage,  her  towns 
from  destruction,  and  her  citizens  from  slaughter. 
If  I  remember  rightly,  his  prompt  and  patriotic 
res]3onse  to  the  call  of  the  Government  on  that 
occasion  elicited  the  thanks  both  of  the  Executive 
and  Secretary  of  War,  and  so  highly  did  the  latter 
oflicial  appreciate  his  noble  and  generous  efibrls 
that  he  extended  to  him  a  pledge  of  future  per- 
sonal friendship. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  President's  recent  call 
for  additional  troops  Governor  Seymour  was  the 
first  of  all  the  State  Executives  to  urge  a  prornpt 
response  to  the  call,  and  his  eloquent  appeal  has 
greatly  aided  in  enabling  New  Yofk  to  send  her 
full  quota  to  the  field  under  every  call  thus  far 
made,  as  she  will  certainly  do. 

I  have  never  known  where  or  tqjon  what  un- 
founded pretense  originated  the  idea  that  Gover- 
nor Seymour  was  in  the  snuillest  degree  respons- 
il)le  for  the  murderous  conscription  riot  in  New 
York.  The  charge  which  is  made,  with  no  proof 
to  sustain  it,  needs  only  a  flat  denial.  And  1  here 
assert  that  no  actor  utterance  of  his,  then  or  ever, 
incited  man  or  mob  to  riot  or  resistance  to  lawful 


authority.  Quoting  from  tlie  Governor's  speech 
at  the  city  hall,  and  drawing  from  the  elegant 
literature  found  in  "  the  New  Gospel  of  Pi'ace," 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  speaks  of  "Gov- 
ernor Seymour's  friends,  the  Pahdees."  The  im- 
pression sought  to  be  made  is,  doubtless,  Hhat 
upon  the  occasion  referred  to  Governor  Seymour 
addressed  the  excited  mob  in  terms  of  friendly 
encouragement  rather  than  in  language  of  defiant 
power  and  authority.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  speech  in  question  was  made  at  an  hour 
of  the  day  when  the  up-town  residents  of  New 
York,  embracing  thousands  of  its  worthiest  busi- 
ness men,  were  passing  down  to  their  places  of 
business,  and  these  had  surrounded  their  friend 
and  favorite,  intensely  anxious  to  know  what  he 
proposed  in  that  hour  of  extreme  danger.  Why 
should  he  not  address  them  as  his  friends?  Such 
they  were,  and  had  recently  proved  their  friend- 
ship in  a  way  that  filled  his  generous  heart  with 
tenderest  emotions  as  he  stood  among  them  once 
more  to  take  counsel  for  the  public  safety. 

I  deny  that  upon  that  occasion  "  he  paltered  in 
a  double  sense"  with  riot  and  crime.  Pleasserted 
firmly  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  and  declared 
firmly  his  intention  to  enforce  it;  and,  unsup- 
ported as  he  was  by  military  power,  (for  let  it  be 
borne  in  mind  that  he  had  stripped  his  own  State 
almost  entirely  bare  of  soldiers  in  aid  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,) he  went  as  far  as  any  man  living  would 
have  gone  in  defying  and  threatening  the  despe- 
rate men  he  had  lo  deal  with. 

The  Representatives  on  this  floor  from  the  city 
and  State  of  New  York  are  at  a  loss  to  know  why 
riots  and  rioters  in  New  York  should  become  the 
%o  frequent  subject  of  animadversion  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland.  There  are  places  under 
the  sun  where  riots  are  quite  as  frequent  and 
bloody  and  irrepressible  as  in  New  York.  .If  the 
gentleman  will  recur  to  the  last  twenty  years'  his- 
tory of  his  own  city,  he  will  find  that  mobs  and 
their  cruel  and  bloody  orgies  have  been  an  almost 
yearly  disgrace  to  her  historic  annals;  lawless 
violence  has  there  become  an  almost  chronic  dis- 
order, and  organizations  of  "  Plug  Uglies"  and 
"  Dead  Rabbits"are  almosta  Baltimorean  institu- 
tion. It  recurs  to  me  now  that  at  the  outbreak  of 
this  civil  war,  when  Massachusetts  had  sent  her 
brave  sons  to  protect  the  capital,  after  they  had 
been  warmly  and  generously  welcomed  in  every 
city  and  town  through  which  they  had  passed, 
they  were  assailed,  beaten,  maimed,  wounded, 
and  some  of  them  killed  in  the  streets  of  the  gen- 
tleman's own  city  by  a  mob  of  traitors,  lacking 
patriotism  to  fight  for  their  country  and  too  cow- 
ardly to  take  up  arms  against  her;  and  it  is  a  fact 
worth  remembering,  that  before  the  work  of  shed- 
ding of  blood  commenced,  on  occasion  of  the  late 
riot  in  New  York,  the  pro-portions  of  the  mob  had 
been  larg(;ly  increased  by  accessions  from  Balti- 
more, Philadelphia, and  Boston,  brought  there  by 
"their  lust  for  plunder  and  natural  appetite  for 
blood;  and  it  is  said  that  among  those  subse- 
quently slain  by  the  ofiiccrs  of  the  law  were  found 
some  who  had  been  trained  for  the  lives  they  led 
and  fitted  for  the  deaths  they  died  in  Baltimore 
city.  If  the  gentleman  will  accept  the  suggestion 
in  the  same  kind  spirit  which  prompts  it,  1  would 
advise  him  to  stretch  his  reforming  hand  over  his 
own  city  before  coming  to  New  York  to  preach 
"peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward  men." 

Before  yielding  the  floor  I  desire  to  notice  briefly 
the  course  of  remark  indulged  in  a  few  days  ago 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Scuknck,] 
]iending  a  proposition  originating  on  this  side  of 
ihe  House  to  increase  the  jmy  of  our  brave  sol- 
diers. By  good  management  or  sharp  practice  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
managed  to  secure  the  floor  on  this  resolution, and 
thus  to  get  control  of  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question.  This  enabled  him  to  arraign,  accuse, 
and  abuse  this  side  of  the  House  without  stint  and 
with  perfect  impunity;  and,  refusing  to  give  way 
for  explanation  or  denial,  he  availed  himself  fully 
of  his  secure  perch  to  shower  down  upon  the 
heads  of  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  the 
grossest  charges  of  insincerity  in  their  profes- 
sions of  friendship  for  the  soldier  and  demagogue- 
ism  in  their  efl'orts  to  increase  his  jiay.  The  only 
true  friends  of  the  Army  were  modestly  claimed 
to  be  those  seated  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hall, 
while  weon  this  side  were  stigmatized  as  "sham," 
"professcd,"and"  pre tendea"friends, and  finally 
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told,  in  effect,  that  this  matter  of  doing  justice  to  the 
soldier  was  under  grave  consideration  in  the  Mil- 
itary Commiltee,  and  it  was  no  part  of  our  busi- 
ness to  be  harping  upon  it  or  urging  it  up  in  the 
House. 

Now,  sir,  speaking  for  myself,  I  shall  allow  no 
man,  however  important  may  be  the  position  he 
occupies,  or  however  exalted  his  talents  or  influ- 
ence, to  impugn  or  question  the  sincerity  of  my 
friendship  for  the  soldiers  who  are  fighting  our  bat- 
tles and  shedding  their  blood  for  the  restoration 
of  the  Union  withoutmeetinghisunjustand  niost 
false  accusation  with  an  indignant  denial.  If,  any- 
where in  this  land,  there  can  be  found  a  class  of 
citizens  deserving  the  deep  reverence  and  perpet- 
ual gratitude  of  us  all,  it  is  the  brave  men  who 
have  rallied,  with  such  alacrity,  ground  our  in- 
sulted flag,  and  braved  the  dangers  of  this  bloody 
and  destructive  war.  Better  soldiers,  with  the 
same  experience,  the  world  never  saw,  and  ingrat- 
itude is  no  name  for  the  sin  of  him  who  withholds 
from  them  that  reverential  regard  their  many  sac- 
rifices for  us  merit  at  our  hands.  But  the  soldier 
cannot  live  and  support  his  family  on  praise  and 
gratitude  alone.  Considering  the  depreciation  of 
our  currency,  and  the  increase  in  the  price  of 
every  necessary  of  life,  members  on  this  side  of 
the  House  have  felt,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  that  an  early  movement  should  be 
made  to  increase  the  soldier's  pay.  So  clear  was 
our  sense  of  the  propriety  of  such  a  step,  that  we 
even  dared  "to  move  in  the  matter  without  waiting 
to  ask  leave  to  do  so  of  the  Military  Committee; 
and  this  act  of  indiscretion  has  brought  upon  our 
devoted  heads  the  ire  of  the  formidable  cliairman 
of  that  committee. 

Now,  I  propose  to  examine  in  reference  to  this 
very  question  of  increase  of  pay  whether  all  sin- 
cere friendship  for  the  soldier  is  found  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  andliis  friends.  That  gen- 
tleman knew  long  before  he  took  his  seat  upon 
this  floor  that  the  soldier's  pay  of  thirteen  dollars 
per  month  was  grossly  inadequate  to  his  support 
and  that  of  his  family,  and  that  every  month  that 
he  rt?ceives  only  such  compensation  his  family 
either  suffers  for  the  necessaries  of  life  or  is  de- 
pendent upon  the  world's  cold  charity;  yet  nearly 
five  months  of  this  session  have  been  allowed  to 
pass  by  the  chairman  and  his  commit  tee,  and  while 
a  vast  deal  of  legislation  upon  other  subjects  has 
originated  with  that  committee,  has  been  perfected 
and  passed  through  this  House,  no  movement  that 
the  outer  world  knows  of  has  been  made  in  behalf 
of  the  soldier,  and  when  resolutions  providing  him 
tardy  justice  are  offered  on  the  floor,  resolutions 
so  clearly  right  in  themselves  that  they  could  be 
and  shoiild  be  passed  at  once,  they  are  voted  to 
the  Military  Committee  by  those  who,  lacking  the 
courage  to  kill  them  openly  on  the  floor,  send 
them  there  for  perpetual  imprisonment  or  secret 
assassination. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  pleased  to  in- 
form us  for  the  first  time,  in  his  speech  the  other 
day,  that  his  committee  had  under  consideration 
the  question  of  increasing  soldiers'  pay,  and  that 
to  that  end  a  bill  would  some  day  be  reported; 
but  he  also  said  they  wanted  to  see  how  liberally 
this  side  of  the  House  would  vote  taxes  to  meet 
the  increased  burdens  upon  the  Treasury  before 
they  brought  forward  their  measure  of  relief. 
Sir,  that  |)retext  for  delay  will  hardly  serve  the 
gentleman's  purpose.  He  will  not,  at  all  events, 
deny  his  confidence  in  the  justice  and  patriotism 
of  his  own  side  of  the  House,  and  he  knew  that 
their  clear  workitig  majority,  both  in  the  Senate 
and  here,  insured  just  such  tax  legislation  as 
might  be  made  necessary  by  any  increase  of 
soldiers'  pay  Congress  should  vote.  But,  sir,  the 
question  of  soldiers'  pay  was  not  a  question  of 
the  sufiiciency  of  the  revenue.  In  the  face  of  his 
just  demands  and  his  distressing  necessities,  we 
could  not,  and  ought  not,  plead  .the  poverty  of 
the  Government.  This  was  the  last  point  at 
which  retrenchment  should  have  been  tried;  to 
attempt  itefscwhere  might  have  been  injudicious; 
here  it  was  cruel;  and  although  our  brave  heroes 
will  go  on  and  do  their  duty  like  true  men,  yet 
many  a  shudder  will  they  give  at  the  reflection 
that  famine'a  wolf  may  beprovvlingat  ilidir  doors 
at  home. 

Reverting  to  this  cliargc,  made  without  cause 
and  in  a  spirit  of  such  gross  injustice,  of  unfriend- 
liness to  the  soldier  on  this  side  of  the  House,  I 
add  that  it  is  impossible  and  unnatural  that  we 


should  cherish  toward  him  the  sentiments  attrib- 
uted to  us.  My  own  district,  sir,  has  sent  five 
thousand  men  to  this  war.  I  do  not  know  the 
exact  number,  but  what  I  have  named  is  an  ap- 
proximation sufiicient  for  the  purposes  of  these 
remarks.  They  have  gone  off  singly,  in  squads, 
with  batteries,  by  companies,  and  by  regiments. 
They  were  collected  from  every  town  and  hamlet 
of  the  district;  hundreds  of  them  were  my  warm- 
est and  most  intimate  friends;  they  were  going  to 
serve  in  a  cause  which  I  believed  a  just  and  right- 
eous one;  they  were  making  great  sacrifices  and 
braving  extremest  dangers  that  our  Government 
'might  be  saved  from  destruction.  Is  there  a  man 
who  deserves  the  name  of  such  whose  heart  would 
not  have  yearned  toward  them  with  affectionate 
admiration  .•'  1  have  watched  their  career  with  min- 
gled emotions  of  anxiety,  pride,  and  sorrow. 
They  were  untried  and  unpracticed  in  scenes  of 
blood;  and  as  men  hajje  sometimes  faltered  while 
passing  through  the  fiery  ordeal  of  battle,  we  were 
not  without  anxiety  for  our  friends  until  we  knew 
they  had  been  tried,  and  then  our  hearts  swelled 
with  emotionsof  just  and  honest  pride  that  every 
man  had  faced  danger  and  death  like  a  hero, and 
no  coward  was  found  among  them  all.  I  know 
of  no  battle-field  of  this  war  where  the  sons  of 
Orange  and  Sullivan  have  not  fought  and  where 
some  of  them  have  not  fallen,  scaling  in  blood 
their  devotion  to  the  cause  in  which  they  had 
enlisted.  The  archangel's  trump,  .not  glory's, 
shall  awake  them,  but 

"Wlien  spring  returns,  witli  fingers  cold, 
To  deck  with  flowers  tiieir  liallowed  mold, 
Slie  tlien  sliall  d«ck  a  sweeter  sod 
Tli.in  fancy's  feet  have  evH;r  trod." 

For  those  of  them  who  shall  survive  this  war 
there  is  in  store  as  warm  a  welcome  home  as  ever 
awaited  a  soldier's  return.  We  know  how  they 
have  fought;  we  know  that  for  not  one  instant 
have  they  faltered  in  the  discharge  of  their  perilous 
duties;  and  we  of  the  localities  from  whence  they 
have  gone  feel  honored  by  their  noble  bravery. 
We  shall  watch  their  career  till  its  close  with  affec- 
tionate solicitude  ;  and  when  they  come  back,  who 
are  spared  to  do  so,  they  shall  be  clasped  to  warm 
and  grateful  hearts. 

"Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  not  my  purpose  in  getting 
the  floor  to  enter  into  an  extended  discussion  of 
the  particular  subject  before  the  House.  I  had, 
however,  intended  to  present  one  or  two  points 
which  were,  in  my  judgment,  pertinent  to  the 
issue,  and  which  had  not  been  alluded  to;  but 
for  that,  even,  there  is  not  now  the  time  left  to 
me;  and  I  shall  content  myself  with  saying  that 
while  I  dissent  entirely  from  the  tone,  sentiment, 
and  substance  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,]  I  cannot  discover  in  his  case 
such  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House  as 
gives  me  the  constitutional  right  to  vote  for  his 
expulsion. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  did  not  anticipate  a  few 
hours  since  taking  any  part  in  this  debate,  and  I 
shall  not  detain  the  House  long  now,  as  I  have 
agreed  to  divide  a  portion  of  my  hour  with  a  gen- 
tleman who  will  address  the  House  upon  this 
question. 

Before  I  proceed  with  my  remarks  on  the  ques- 
tion, allow  me  to  say  that  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  [Mr.  Winfield]  has  not  even 
hinted  at  the  question  under  discussion,  which 
was  his  right,  and  I  conclude  that  the  speech  has 
been  laid  away  long  prepared,  and  that  the  first 
opportunity  for  bringing  it  to  light  was  this  occa- 
sion. He  left  me  entirely  ignorant  in  regard  to 
his  position  upon  the  question  now  under  discus- 
sion. He  has  not  informed  the  House  how  he 
shall  vote,  and  1  must.remark  that  this  question 
has  brought  up  disclaimers,  apologies,  and  lec- 
tures of  the  most  uncommon  character.  Why, 
sir,  every  other  gentleman  that  has  spoken  on  that 
side  has  been  called  upon  to  make  a  disclaimer  in 
behalf  of  some  political  brother;  and  a  family  of 
feuds  that  must  be  now — anything  but  a  happy 
family,  judging  from  the  lectures  they  have  seen 
fit  to  give  one  another  during  the  two  or  three 
days  past.  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  the  family 
for  the  purpose  of  arranging  any  of  their  diflicul- 
ties,  which  I  know  arc  of  a  very  serious  charac- 
ter. Their  troubles  are  chronic,  and  1  do  not 
propose  to  offer  medicine  to  men  so  sick  as  the 
Democratic  party — "  the  sick  man  "of  1864 — too 
far  gone  for  the  use  of  any  known  medicines. 

While  I  have  listened  to  this  discussion,  there 


has  come  to  my  mind,  considering  the  protests 
and  discordance,  language  which  I  thought  might 
properly  be  used,  in   Macbeth.     I   quote  a  few 
lines,  perhaps  disjointedly: 
"  Fillet  of  a  fenny  snake, 
In  the  caldron  boil  and  bake: 
Eye  of  newt,  and  toe  of  frog, 

Wool  of  bat,  and  tongue  of  dog,  /' 

Adder's  fork,  and  blind-worm's  sting,  j 

Lizard's  leg,  and  owlet's  wing,  ,- 

For  a  charm  of  powerful  trouble,  | 

Like  a  hell-broth  boil  anil  bubble."  f 

The  flames  of  semi-treason  rising,  let 
"  Fire  burn  and  caldron  bubble." 

That  is  the  bubbling  of  that  harmonious  Demo- 
cratic party,  in  the  language  of  the  witches,  in 
April,  1864. 

The  gentleman  has  seen  fit  to  place  upon  this 
side  of  the  House  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York.  I  cannot  designate  him  otherwise 
than  the  ex-mayor.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  par- 
don when  he  says  "  whom  the  gods  send  we 
must  accept."  Ah,  sir,  I  take  it  upon  myself  in 
behalf  of  this  great  and  this  glorious  party  for 
the  war  and  the  Union  to  deny  that  the  gods 
have  so  sent;  that  the  Almighty  has  not  permitted 
us  to  live  to  this  late  day  to  suffer  such  an  afiiic- 
tion  as  that  of  that  gentleman  upon  this  party;  one 
who  declared  in  the  early  part  of  this  session  that 
this  war  was  "a  hellish  crusade  of  blood  and 
famine,"  and  now  gentlemen  propose  to  transfer 
him  to  the  Union  party.  He  declared  that  peace 
must  come,  and  he  did  not  care  whether  it  came 
by  "  southern  submission  or  by  success."  And 
when  he  said  it,  I  felt  like  saying  he  belonged 
— not  over  on  that  side,  for  there  are  good  Dem- 
ocrats over  there,  I  trust — but  that  he  belongs  in 
Richmond,  yet  here  minister  resident,  a  peace 
man.  We  shall  not  attempt  to  transfer  to  you 
gentlemen  who  are  free  thinkers  but  for  the  war 
and  the  Union,  from  this  side,  and  we  will  not 
permit  it  from  you.      ^ 

I  cannot  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
question  under  discussion  for  a  moment.  The 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Harrington,] 
who  spoke  at  an  early  hour  this  evening,  went 
out  of  the  line  of  legitimate  discussion  in  an  un- 
becoming manner  to  traduce  and  malign  the  de- 
fenders of  their  country.  He  spoke  dispara- 
gingly, I  trust  thoughtlessly,  of  the  sons  of  New 
England,  by  saying  that  the  soldiers  of  New  Eng- 
land had  no  stomach  for  the  fight. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  colleague  is  not  in  his 
seat;  but  he  stated  distinctly  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Boutwell]  that  he  did 
not  say  the  "  soldiers"  of  Massachusetts,  but  the 
citizens  of  Massachusetts,  as  represented  upon 
this  floor. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  If  the  gentleman  says  he 
did  not  say  soldiers,  I  say  he  did,  with  all  defer- 
ence. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  gentleman  labors  under 
a  mistake. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  He  said  the  soldiers  of 
New  England  had  no  stomach  for  the  fight. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  He  expressly  disclaimed  the 
language. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  will  not  allow  the  gen- 
tleman to  utter  slanders  against  New  England 
unnoticed  and  then  leave  his  seat  in  the  Hall. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  simply  wished  to  avoid  in- 
justice being  done  to  a  gentleman  not  here.  J. 
heard  the  remark  distinctly,  and  when  it  was 
repeated  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[IVlr.  Boutwell]  I  at  once  discovered  the  differ- 
ence of  the  phraseology  of  iny  colleague  and  that 
made  use  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. As  soon  as  my  colleague  heard  the  terms 
made  use  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts he  corrected  the  language  and  said  he  did 
not  say  "  soldiers  "of  Massachusetts,  but  citizens 
of  Massachusetts  as  represented  upon  this  floor, 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Well,  I  will  do  no  man 
any  injustice. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Boutwell]  himself  to 
say  whether  the  correction  was  not  at  once  made 
by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Harrington.] 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  My  undeistajuling  of  the 
words  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  first 
was  this:  that  the  soldiers  of  New  England  had 
no  stomach  for  the  fight.  I  asked  him  what  evi- 
dence lie  had,  and  I  repeated  the  words  I  under- 
stood liim  to  have  used.  He  then  said  he  did  not 
say  the  soldiers  of  New  England  had  no  stomach 
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for  the  fight,  but  that  the  ^people  of  New  England 
had  no  stonmch  for  tlie  tight;  and  tlio  evidence 
consisted  of  tliesc  two  fads,  tliat  the  Governor  of 
Massarliusetls  had  sent  agents  into  Indiana  to  en- 
list colored  men;  and  the  conduct  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts — for  I  sat  near  him  at 
the  time — if  tlie  gentleman  from  Indiana  di'd  not 
say  the  "  Representatives"  of  Massachusetts? 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  That  is  just  as  gross  a 
slander,  if  he  did. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  if  that  was  not  what  my 
friend  from  Indiana  said? 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana utters  tlie  truth  in  what  he  says,  but  that 
does  not  qualify  what  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  My  inquiry  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  was  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  in  his  explanation  did  not 
say  that  his  remarks  applied  to  the  Representa- 
tives of  Massacluisetts? 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  will  allow  me  I  will  restate  the  matter  from 
my  recollection  as  now  refreshed. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  will  yield  for  that  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  to  say,  first,  that  the  soldiers 
of  New  England,  not  of  Massachusetts,  had  no 
stomach  for  the  fight.  I  then  put  the  question  to 
him,  "  What  evidence  have  you  that  the  soldiers 
of  New  England  have  no  stomach  for  the  fight?" 
He  then  said  that  his  words  were  that  the  people 
of  New  England  had  no  stomach  for  the  fight. 
Upon  being  pressed  as  to  the  evidence  on  which 
he  based  that  statement,  he  then  said  that  he  sup- 
ported it  by  the  two  facts  to  which  I  have  referred, 
the  fact  that  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  had 
sent  men  into  Indiana  t©  recruit  colored  soldiers 
for  the  Massachusetts  quota,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  Representatives  of  New  England  upon  this 
floor;  and  then  he  finally  said  that  the  Represent- 
atives of  New  England  upon  this  floor  had  no 
stomach  for  the  fight. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  will  say  to  my  friend 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Holman,]  who  is  so  fertile  in 
objections  and  so  prone  to  explanations,  that  his 
colleague  did  say — and  I  am  borne  out  in  it  by  a 
dozen  members — first,  that  the  soldiers  of  New 
England  had  no  stomach  for  the  fight,  and  then 
he  backed  out  of  it,  in  what  I  should  call  elsewhere 
a  very  slippery  way,  by  saying  that  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  New  England  had  no 
stomach  for  the  fight.  But,  sir,  as  it  is  said  that 
towers  are  measured  by  their  shadows,  and  great 
men  by  their  caluinniaiors,  I  think  the  people  of 
New  England  will  not  feel  much  grieved  over  his 
calumnious  assertions,  yetfor  the  soldiers  1  repel 
them. 

Sir,  I  am  proud  to  own  I  was  born  in  that  New 
England,  although  now  a  resident  of  the  prairies; 
and  I  will  never  allow  a  man  to  speak  in  defama- 
tion of  the  land  where  I  was  born,  that  holds  the 
du.st  of  my  fathers  or  of  the  mother  that  bore  me, 
unrebuked.  And  1  will  here  state  what  is  the 
belief  of  the  soldiers  of  the  West:  that  the  soldiers 
of  New  England  have  fought  as  well  during  this 
war  as  the  soldiers  from  any  other  portion  of  the 
country.  The  soldiers  of  the  East  and  of  the 
West  have  slept  in  the  same  tents;  they  have 
fought  side  by  side,  moistening  many  a  battle- 
field with  their  blood;  and  whenever  they  have 
been  led  by  generals  worthy  to  lead  them  and 
determined  for  victory,  you  have  found  the  sol- 
diers of  New  England,  whether  at  Bull  Run,  in 
the  swamps  of  tlu!  Chickahominy,  with  spade  or 
gun,  or  fighting  above  the  clouds  on  the  mount- 
ains of  Tennessee,  true  to  the  flag,  true  to  their 
ancestral  fame,  and  true  to  their  God: 

"  Right  in  llie  van, 
On  llic  r'ul  riinipait's  Klippory  swell, 
'  Willi  liearLs  tlial  beat  a  cliarge,  tiiey  fell 

Foeward,  as  fits  a  man." 

I  could  not  listen  to  insults  to  their  character 
and  reproaches  to  the  brave  dead  and  be  silent. 

We  heard  threats  and  semi-traitorous  |)ropo- 
sitions  a  year  or  two  ago,  during  the  western  cam- 
paigns, about  Union,  l)ut  leaving  New  England 
out  in  the  cold — New  England,  the  home  of  the 
agitators,  the  abolitionists,  and  Puritans..  They 
fiimply  proposed  to  cut  off  the  head  of  the  body- 
poliiicand  leave  out  New  England  wealth,  brains, 


and  history,  with  Concord  and  Lexington  and 
Bunker  Hill,  and  all  the  memories  of  this  war — 
New  England,  which  sent  her  soldiers  first  to  light 
our  battles,  to  save  this  capital,  and  to  fall  by  the 
hands  of  traitors  in  the  streets  of  Baltimore  on 
the  19th  of  April,  1861.  They  are  the  brothers 
of  my  constituents,  noble  soldiers  who  sleep  un- 
coflined  o'n  the  great  battle-fields  of  the  West,  and 
are  alike  enthroned  in  thegreatheart  of  the  nation. 

I  love  New  England  and  her  soldiers,  and  am 
proud  of  her  early  and  later  history.  I  believe 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Bonx- 
well]  is  to  get  the  floor  to-night,  and  I  will  leave 
their  further  defense  to  him. 

I  now«come  to  the  question  under  discussion. 
We  propose  to  censure  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
because  he  has  shown  that  he  is  not  a  friend  of 
the  Union,  and  has  delivered  in  this  Hall  a  speech 
which  has  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  in 
arms,  and  violated  his  oath.  It  is  said,  first,  it  is 
an  abridgment  of  free  speech,  and  we  have  no 
precedent  for  such  acourse.  We  have  Democratic 
precedent  at  least.  It  will  be  recollected  that  in 
1842  Mr.  Giddings,a  memberof  this  Housefrom 
the  State  of  Ohio,  introduced  certain  resolutions 
in  regard  to  the  slaves  on  board  the  brig  Creole,  a 
vessel  bound  from  Virginia  to  New  Orleans.  For 
the  introduction  of  such  resolutions  the  House 
censured  Mr,  Giddings;  every  Democrat  in  the 
House  at  that  time  voting  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion to  censure  him.  1  will  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk  and  ask  to  have  read  the  material  portion  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  on  that  occasion. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"  Reaolved,  Tliat  slavery,  being  an  abridgment  of  the 
natural  rights  of  man,  can  exist  only  by  force  of  positive 
municipal  law,  anil  is  necessarily  confined  lo  the  territo- 
rial jurisdiction  of  the  power  creating  it. 

"  Resolved,  That  when  a  ship  belonging  to  Uie  citizens 
of  any  Slate  of  this  Union  leaves  the  waters  and  territory 
of  such  State  and  enters  upon  the  high  seas,  the  persons  on 
board  cease  to  be  subject  lo  the  slave  laws  of  such  State, 
and  thenceforth  are  governed  in  their  relations  to  each  other 
by,  and  are  amenable  to,  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

"  Resolved,  That  when  the  brig  Creolt;,  on  her  late  pas- 
sage lor  New  Orleans,  left  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  slave  laws  of  that  State  ceased  to  have  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  persons  on  board  said  brig,  and  such  persons 
became  amenable  only  to  the  laws  of  tlie  United  States. 

'■  Resolved,  Thatthcpersonson  board  the  said  ship,  in  re- 
suming their  natural  riglits  of  persojiai  liberlf ,  violated  no 
law  of  tin;  Uniled  States,  incurred  no  legal  penally,  and  are 
justly  liable  to  no  punishment. 

"  Resolved,  That  all  attempts  to  regain  possession  of,  or 
to  recnslave,  said  persons,  are  unauthorized  by  the  Consti- 
tution or  the  laws  of  the  IJnited  States,  and  are  incompat- 
ible with  our  national  honor. 

"'Resolved,  That  all  attempts  to  exert  our  national  influ- 
ence in  favor  of  the  coastwise  slave  trade,  or  lo  place  this 
nation  in  llie  attitude  of  maintaining  a  'commerce  in  hu- 
man being.",'  are  subversive  of  the  rights  and  injuiious  to 
the  feelings  and  the  inlerestsof  the  free  States;  are  unau- 
thorized by  the  Constitution  and  prejudicial  toournalional 
character." 

These  were  the  resolutions  of  censure: 

"  Whereas  Hon.  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  Ihe  member  from 
the  sixteenth  congressional  district  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
has  this  day  presented  to  this  House  a  series  of  resolutions 
touching  the  most  important  interests  connected  with  a. 
large  purlion  of  the  Union,  now  a  subject  of  negotiation 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Uritain  of  liie  most 
delicate  nature,  the  result  of  which  may  eventually  involve 
those  nationsanri  perhaps  the  whole  civilized  world  in  war; 
and  whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen,  and  par- 
ticularly every  selected  agent  and  representaiiveof  the  peo- 
ple to  discountenance  all  cflorls  lo  create  exeitemcnt,  dis- 
satisfaction, and  division  among  the  people  of  the  United 
Slatesat  snchalime  andunder  such  circumstances,  wliich 
is  the  only  ell'ecl  lo  be  accomplished  by  the  introduction  of 
sentimenis  before  the  legislaiive  body  of  the  country  hos- 
tile to  the  grounds  assumed  by  the  high  functionary  having 
in  charge  this  important  and  delicate  trust;  and  whereas 
mutiny  and  murder  are  therein  justified  and  ap|)rov(nl  in 
terms  shocking  to  all  sense  of  law,  order,  and  humanity  : 
Tliereforc, 

"Resolved,  That  this  House  holds  the  conduct  of  the  said 
member  as  altogetherun warranted  and  unvvarranlable,and 
deserving  the  severe  condenniation  of  the  people  of  this 
cminiry,  and  of  this  body  in  particular." 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  a 
Democratic  precedent,  made  at  the  behest  of  sla- 
very, with  the  spirit  of  tyrants,  while  we  act  for 
an  imperiled  country.  Mr.  Giddings  was  bold 
enough  to  declare  that  the  slaves  on  board  of  the 
Creole  on  the  high  seas  were  justified  in  resum- 
ing their  inherent  rights  which  the  God  of  nature 
gave  them — a  proposition  so  plain  that  none  but 
the  obtusest  intellect  would  dissent  from  it;  and 
he  who  would  fear  to  utter  it  in  this  Hall  is  fit 
for  a  slave.  Yet  he  was  censured  by.  the  vote  of 
a  Democratic  House  of  Representatives.  After 
that  action  Mr.  Giddings  resigned  his  seat.  He 
was  nothing  in  the  world  but  a  "  poor,  despised 
Yonkee,"  transferred  to  Ohio,  born  in  that  land 


whose  people,  according  to  the  gentleman  from 
IiKliann,  [Mr.  Harrington,]  have  no  stomach 
for  fighting.     But  what  did  he  do? 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  Will  the  gentleman 
yield  to  me  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  will  yield  with  very  great 
pleasure  after  I  am  done.  [Laughter.]  What 
did  Mr.  Giddings  do?  He  resigned  his  seat  and 
went  home,  and  the  people  of  his  district  sent  him 
back  here  to  represent  them.  Contrast  that  case 
and  the  ground  of  action  with  the  one  we  have  here 
before  us,  and  note  the  action  of  1842  and  1864. 

The  House  on  Saturday  last  passed  a  vote  of 
censure  upon  a  member  of  this  House,  [Mr.  Har- 
ris, of  Maryland,]  declaring  that  he  was  an  un- 
worthy member.  He  is  a  gentleman  who  boasted 
here  of  being  a  slaveholder — one  of  the  last  of  that 
memorable  nobility,  not  a  fossil  exactly,  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  chivalry.  And  yet  he  does  not 
seem  inclined  to  follow  the  proud  example  set  him 
by  Mr.  Giddings,  a  Yankee,  the  subject  of  so 
many  jeers.  He  is  not  inclined  to  resign  his  seat. 
I  will  not  allude  to  him  as  a  traitor,  although  the 
Chair  did  decide  last  night  that  the  use  of  that 
language  was  not  unparliamentary  as  applied  to 
him.  I  will  simply  allude  to  him  as  "  the  un- 
worthy member."  [Laughter.]  By  a  vote  of 
the  House  he  was  censured.  That  vote  was  sup- 
ported by  many  of  the  political  adherents  of  the 
member.  Some  twenty  or  thirty  members  on  that 
side  happened  to  be  absent  at  the  time.  Perhaps 
they  had  gone  to  dinner,  or  gone  somewhere  else. 
I  do  not  know,  not  being  their  keeper.  At  all 
events  they  were  fortunate  enough  not  to  be  here 
when  their  names  were  called.  [Laughter.]  It 
will  be  recorded  that  so  many  members  of  the 
"  unterriHed"  Democratic  party  stood  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  so  many  voted  against 
him,  and  so  many  dodged  the  question.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

But  the  '•  unworthy  member  "  from  Maryland 
persists  in  holding  on  to  his  position  here,  not- 
withstanding his  censure  by  the  House  and  by 
members  of  his  own  party;  while  Mr.  Giddings, 
the  "grasping,  spiritless  Yankee,"  resigned  his 
seat  on  being  censured  without  a  hearing, and  on 
the  basest  pretenses  (hathe  had  impaired  the  value 
of  slave  proi)erty  in  Virginia,  that  mother  of  slave 
breeders  as  well  as  of  presidents.  So  much  for  the 
representatives  of  the  chivalry  who  never  take 
an  insult.  They  are  high-toned,  but  not  so  very 
high-toned  but  that  they  will  retain  their  seats 
after  their  fellow-members  have  proclaimed  them 
unworthy  of  association  with  tliem  on  account 
of  treasonable  language.  An  abolitionist  goes  to 
the  people  and  they  send  him  back  indorsed  with 
a  fresh  commission;  a  vaunting  slave-owner, cen- 
sured, remains  here  like 

"  The  last  rose  of  summer, 
Left  blooming  alone." 

When  I  listen  to  lectures  about  New  England 
or  Yankees,  I  thank  God  that  the  lime  is  past  or 
drawing  near  when  we  shall  hear  no  longer  taunts 
and  insults  in  this  Hall — when  the  crack  of  the 
slaveholder's  whip  will  not  be  heard  in  this  Hall 
as  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Harris] 
says  further — and  I  hope  he  will  not  come  any 
nearer  to  me  than  he  is — [he  comes  over  toward 
Mr.  G.] — that  if  a  man  calls  his  father  a  traitor 
he  will  do  something,  1  do  not  know  what,  some 
terrible  thing, and  as  I  do  not  want  some  terrible 
thing  to  befall  mc,  I  will  not  call  him  a  traitor. 
But  when  the  gentleman  says  that  he  will  answer 
for  all  his  sins  as  a  slaveholder,  I  tell  him  there 
is  a  dark  and  terrible  future  for  him;  that  every 
one  of  his  slaves  has  a  note  against  him  bearing 
compound  interest,  and  that  note  will  be  pre- 
sented in  that  great  day,  when  I  fear  that  that 
gentleman  will  not  be  able  to  cash  it,  or  meet  the 
consequences  of  protest  at  the  bar  of  the  Eternal. 
He  will  hear,  "Behold  the  hire  of  the  laborers 
who  have  reaped  down  your  fields,  which  is  of 
you  kept  back  by  fraud,  crielh;  and  the  cries  of 
them  which  have  reaped  are  ontijred  into  the 
cars  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth."  And  it  is  because 
those  who  have  gone  before  us,  and  have  sat  in 
this  Chamber,  have  listened  without  rebuke  to 
the  abuse  of  these  slaveholders,  thnt  I  believe  in 
God  this  country  has  come  to  what  it  has,  hav- 
ing slavery  everywhere. 

Sir,  great  justice,  late  if  not  early,  will  be  heard. 
These  men  who  voted  to  reprimand  and  insult 
John  (^uincy  Adams  living,  when  he  was  dead 
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could  not  iiiid  words  to  express  their  reverence 
for  his  memory.  And  the  same  thing  has  taken 
place  during  tlie  present  winter  in  reference  to  one 
of  the  leading  abolitionists  in  this  country.  You 
called  him  in  his  lifetime  a  keeper, of  an  under- 
ground railroad.  You  exhausted  the  catalogue 
of  vile  epithets  to  hurl  against  him.  And  when 
he  was-dead  you  mourned  for  him  as  for  one  who 
had  stood  up  for  the  truth  before  God;  now  the 
Parian  mjirble  is  not  white  enough  for  his  monu- 
ment. 

1  would  not,  sir,  have  thu.s  digressed  in  re- 
marks but  that  1  maj  never  again  lift  up  my  voice 
in  this  Chamber,  and  I  desire  to  have  it  known  by 
my  children  and  men  who  come  after  me  that  one 
descendant  from  those  who  for  three  hundred 
years  have  struggled  and  suffered  for  rational 
liberty  never  heard  a  slaveholder  boast  of  his 
mastery  and  take  pride  in  his  defense  of  traitors 
•without  standing  up  to  rebuke  him,  to  say  wiUi  full 
voice  to  his  face,  "  Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan." 

Now,  sir,  when  I  use  this  language  in  reference 
to  slaveholders,  I  do  not  mean  to  include  all  in 
this  House  who  may  fall  within  that  category.  I 
do  notullude  to  all  these  gentlemen  from  the  border 
States.  I  do  notinclude  all  those  gentlemen.  Ay, 
sir,  and  my  heart  warms  toward  them  when  1 
think  of  that  State  that  has  recently  given  her 
voice  in  favor  of  emancipating  her  slaves.  Your 
heroism  commands  the  admiration  of  the  coun- 
try, denouncing  the  wrong,  and  being  ready  to 
give  your  slaves,  and  let  them  go  to  fight  the  bat- 
tles of  the  country.  And  I  could  almost  forgive  the 
boastings  of  the  member  from  Maryland  when  he 
told  us  that  he  had  been  a  slaveholder,  but  that  his 
slaves  had  all  run  away.  1  was  glad  when  I  heard 
that  he,  like  myself,  was  obliged  to  cultivate  a 
few  acres  of  land  by  hired  and  paid  labor.  And 
when  he  said  the  patriarchal  relation  had  been 
destroyed  by  General  Butler,  I  said  to  myself, 
'•'Thank  God  for  General  Butler!" 

By  this  proposed  censure  we  are  charged  with 
inconsistency  because  we  did  not  expel  Mr.  Con- 
way, of  Kansas,  for  the  introduction  of  certain 
resolutions  which  he  offered  last  Vvinter.  What 
was  the  crime  of  Mr.  Conway?  What  did  he 
say  by  speech  and  resolutions?  The  substance 
of  his  proposition,  the  amount  of  his  resolutions 
was,  tiiat  if  this  country  was  to  be  controlled  by 
slavery  again,  or  by  the  Democratic  party  with 
all  its  propagandism,  with  its  old  associations, 
with  slavery,  the  fugitive  slave  law  and  all,  the  su- 
preme law,  he  preferred  there  should  be  a  dividing 
line,  all  south  of  which  should  be  devoted  to  sla- 
very, and  all  north  of  which  should  be  absolutely 
free.  Sir,  under  the  circumstances,  I  do  not  won- 
der that  he  used  that  language.  He  spoke  as  our 
soldiers  would.  He  used  the  words  of  a  man  who 
was  praying  night  and  day  for  the  success  of  our 
Army,  voting  money,  and  only  fearful,  like  mil- 
lions of  others,  that  after  the  siiedding  of  a  sea  of 
blood  ilftre  would  be  a  compromise  with  tyrants. 
He  did  not  invoke  God  Almighty  to  prevent  our 
subjugating  traitors. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  to  permit  me  to  read  the  resolutions. 

Mr..GRINNELL.  Certainly.  I  yield  to  the 
gentlemiin  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  The  following  are  the  reso- 
lutions submitted  by  Mr.  Conway: 

"Resoli'ecl,  Tliiit  unless  tlie  iirniy  oftliH  West  shall  have 
swflpt  lliroii;;!!  the  vsilley  of  the  Mississippi  to  its  mouth, 
and  tliH  iiriny  of  the  I'otoniac  ;imiihilati,tl  llie  legions  of 
Lee  and  Jackson,  thus  suhvcrtiii;;  the  military  power  of 
tli(!  ichellioii  within  a  reasonable  time,  tlie  best  interests 
of  ihc  country  and  liunianity  will  require  a  cessation  of 
hO!:tilities. 

"  liesolred,  That  the  Slates  of  the  Nortli,  composing  the 
Anierioati  nalion  and  wielding  its  power,  must  ever  remain 
one  mid  Indivisible  on  the  basis  of  freedom  for  all,  without 
distinction  ofrace^  color,  or  condition;  that  their  mission 
must  ever  be  to  extend  their  own  civilization  over  the  en  ■ 
lire  c(nitin<Mit;  and  that  whatever  derangements,  dilli- 
cnllles,  checks,  or  defeats  they  may  encounter,  they  must 
forever  cherish  and  pursue  the  inspiring  idea  of  nationality 
and  continental  dominion." 

He  did  not  hold  to  reducing  the  country  to  its 
primitive  dimenaions,  but 

Mr.  CRAVENS.  Have  the  second  of  the  res- 
olulionti  read. 


Mr.  GRINNELL.  If  I  had  time  I  would  be 
glad  to  have  that  as  well  as  all-  the  Democratic 
platforms  read  to  the  House.  1  have  promised 
a  portion  of  my  hour  to  another  gentleman. 

If  1  believed  the  Democratic  party,  under  the 
lead  of  men  that  could  be  mentioned,  was  to  have 
the  control  of  the  party,  to  reestablish  it  in  all  of 
its  grandeur  of  pro-slavery  guilt,  in  all  its  power 
for  enforcing  the  fugitive  slave  law, and  corrupt- 
ing the  fountain  of  public  justice,  1  would  say  a 
thousand  times  rather  would  I  see  the  country 
divided,  the  South  to  go  their  way,  all  slave,  and 
the  North  to  go  their  way,  all  free,  than  to  see 
the  country  once  more  under  Democratic  rule. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 
I  ask  that  the  gentleman's  language  may  be  taken 
down  and  reported  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  knew  the  gentleman 
would  object  before  I  got  through  with  my  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Until  the  words  have  been 
taken  down  and  read  by  the  Clerk,  I  object  to 
anything  being  done. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  House  is  now  transacting 
business  of  grave  importance,  and  I  hope  mem- 
bers will  be  required  to  keep  their  seats  and  not 
crowd  into  the  aisles  and  the  area  in  front  of  the 
Speaker's  desk.     [Cries  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Gentlemen  are  required  to 
keep  their  seats,  and  no  business  is  in  order  until 
the  offensive  words  have  been  taken  down  and 
reported  to  the  House  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  risetoa  pointof  order.  [Cries 
of  "Order !"  "Order ! "  from  the  Democratic  side.] 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  ask  the  gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  House  to  listen  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky.  He-extended  great  courtesy  to 
me  to-day,  and  I  myself  feel  under  obligation  to 
make  the  proper  return.  [Cries  of  "Order!" 
"Order!"] 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Clerk  will 
report  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
to  which  exception  has  been  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  wish  to  malte  an  appeal 
to  members  on  behalf  of  thegentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky.    [Cries  of  "Order!"  "  Order!"] 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  gentleman 
is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  GPdNNELL.  Can't  I  tell  a  short  story? 
[Laughter.] 

The  Clerk  read  Mr.  Grinnell's  language,  as 
follows: 

"I  would  say,  a  thousand  times  rather  would  I  see  the 
country  divided,  the  South  to  go  their  way  all  slave  and  the 
North  tlieir  way  all  free,  than  to  see  the  country  once  more 
under  Democratic  rule." 

Mr.  HOLMAN.   Thepoint  oforderis  this — — 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  One  point  of  or- 
der is  already  pending,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair  another  one  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  That  is  clearly  within  the 
definition  of  treasonable  language,  and  I  make 
the  point  that  the  gentleman  was  not  in  order  in 
using  it. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  wish  the  Plouse  to  under- 
stand this  question.  On  Thursday  next  when  I 
quote  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Long,]  which  1  mean  todo,l  may  be  called 
to  order  with  the  same  justice  that  the  gentleman 
fromi  Iowa  is  now  called  to  order  for  quoting  in 
general  terms  the  language  of  another  person. 
[Cries  of  "No!  No!"  "That  is  not  the  point," 
from  the  Democratic  side  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  l*was  speaking  at  the  time 
with  Mr.  Conway's  statement  before  me. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  If  the  gentleman 
used  the  language  which  has  been  read  as  his  own 
he  certainly  was  not  in  order.  The  Chair,  how- 
ever, understands  thegentleman  from  Iowa  to  say 
that  he  was  quoting  Mr.  Conway's  language. 

Mr.,.GRINNELL.  That  is  really  whatl  was 
doing,  in  substaiice  if  not  in  exactness. 

Tiie  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa  was  qiuiting  flom  the  language  of  an- 
other, in  the  opinion  of  the  Chaii-  he  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  words  read  nt  the  Clerk's 
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desk  do  not  show  that  he  was  quoting  from  the 
language  of  another. 

Mr.  KELLEY      Let  me  read  the  language  of" 
Mr.  Conway,  so  that  it  may  be  compared  with 
the  language  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa. 
It  is  as  follows: 

"Resolved,  That  if  any  person  in  the  employment  of 
the  United  i^tates,  iil  either  the  legislative  or  executive 
branches,  should  propose  to  make  peace,  or  should  accept 
or  advise  the  acceptance  of  any  such  proposition  on  any 
basis  which  would  restore  the  slave  power  to  its  former 
supremacy  in  tlie  Government,  or  hy  any  new  compromise' 
or  amendment  of  the  Constitution  to  recognize  slavery  a* 
an  element  of  power,  such  person  will  be  guilty  of  a  Ifigh 
crime." 

Mr.  HARRIS, of  Maryland.  I  understand  the 
Chair  to  decide  that  the  gentlemat)  from  Iowa  isf' 
not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  «e»?ipore.  The  gentleman 
from  Iowa  merely  cited  a  quotation  from  Mr. 
Conway's  speech,  and  is  therefore  in  order. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Now,  1  wish  to  say  that 
I  dissent 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
It  is  that  the  words  for  which  the  gentleman  was' 
called  to  order  shall  be  reported  at  the  Clerk's' 
desk.  And  I  desire  to  know  whether  the  gentle- 
man says  that  those  very  words  were  quoted 
from  anybody. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order;  he  is  raising  points  of  order  twice  u'por^ 
the  same  subject-. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  point  is  that  the  gentle- 
man will  not  say  that  the  words  read  at  the  Clerk'* 
desk  were  quoted  by  him  from  anything. 

The  SPEAKER  p?-o  tempore.  The  gentleman 
from  Iowa  attributes  the  words  to  Mr.  Conway. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.     I  adopt  that  language. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  call  for  thei  reading  of  the 
words  again. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  It  will  be  don^ 
if  there  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  NORTON.     1  object. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Thegentleman  says  he  adopts 
that  language. 

Mr.  GRfNNELL.  I  say  I  do  not  adopt  thet 
language  of  Mr.  Conway. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  Then  you  speak 
your  own  language.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  hope  the"  unworthy 
member"  will  not  intrude  on  me.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  press  my  point  of  order; 
It  is  that  the  gentleman  has  not  said  that  he 
quoted  the  very  language  which  has  been  re- 
ported from  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  does 
not  understand  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  aa 
raising  a  new  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  press  the  same  point.  The 
gentleman  does  not  say  that  he  quoted  from 
Conway  the  v§ry  words  read. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  gentlema* 
from  Iowa  says  he  attempted  to  quote  the  lani 
guage  of  Conway 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  HedidHtft 
say  any  such  thing. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  toupore.  And  upon  that 
statement  the  Chair  overrules  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  When  I  was  interrupted  I 
was  stating  what  I  understood  to  be  the  language 
of  Conway  which  he  had  with  me  in  general  con- 
versation, as  well  as  language  used  in  this  extract. 
In  addition  to  what  was  said  in  his  speech  he  did 
say — and  it  was  said  to  me  less  than  two  months 
ago — he  would  rather  a  thousand  times  now  see 
the  Union  go  to  pieces  and  all  the  South  be  slave 
and  all  the  North  free  than  to  see  the  Democratic 
party,  headed  by  its  base  leaders,  come  into  power. 
That  was  the  language  of  the  gentleman;  and  if 
gentlemen  had  not  interrupted  me  1  should  have 
stated  that  this  was  said  in  conversation  connected 
with  this  disavowal  of  secession  sentiments  con- 
tained in  the  slip  I  cut  from  the  New  York  Times, 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand. 

*  I  dissent  from  his  position  in  regard  to  that 
thought.  I  would  consider  it  one  of  the  most 
grievous  inflictions  which  the  Almighty  could' 
send  upon  this  country.     Next  to  its  division, 
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would  be  to  iiave  it  ruled  over  by  those  who  are 
like  to  Pierce  and  Bucliatian.  Does  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  want  to  ask  a  question  upon 
that?  I  knew  the  gentleman  would  rise  to  dis- 
sent, and  I  was  only  going  to  ask,  that  if  I  was 
condemned  and  to  be  hung  with  a  hair  halter,  tliey 
would  give  me  the  gracious  privilege  of  having  a 
heinjj  haher,  provided  the  hemp  was  not  raised 
on  the  soil  which  has  reared  so  many  bloody 
truitors  in  arms. 

The  genileman's  interruption  is  so  accordant 
with  his  habits  !  Why,  sir,  he  would  not  live  in 
good  health,  and  his  days  would  be  shortened, 
lui  would  reach  an  untimely  grave,  had  he  notthc 
blessed  opportunity  of  rising  to  object  to  some- 
thing suggested  by  gentlemen  who  liave  been  in 
the  habit  of  using  free  speech  in  the  Hall  and  out 
of  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  I  have  done  with  that.  Mr. 
Conway  was  not  censured,  he  was  not  expelled. 
But  I  say  there  was  then  something  like  a  good 
reason  for  indulging  such  sentiments  as  he  ut- 
tered, although  1  did  not  justify  their  utterance 
a  year  ago.  At  that  time  the  Democratic  party 
was  so  strong  that  they  hud  elected  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  York,  and  it  seemed  as  if  they  were 
about  to  carry  tlie  whole  country  by  the  misfor- 
tunes of  our  Army;  and  the  fear  was  entertained 
that  slavery,  with  all  its  desolatmg  woes  and 
damning  disgrace,  would  be  spread  over  the  land 
by  compromise.  How  different  is  the  position 
of  affairs  to-day,  when  the,  gentleman  from  the  sec- 
ond district  of  Ohio  gets  up  to  propose  that  we 
divide  the  Union,  and  yield  all  to  traitors  and  sla- 
very. Where  is  the  rebel  army  and  where  is  the 
Democratic  party  ?  The  rebel  army  is  reduced, 
and  our  Army  is  strong  and  confident,  having 
conquered  whole  States.  Where  is  the  Demo- 
cratic parly?  Go,  sir,  into  the  old  Hall  of  Rep- 
resentatives near  us,  and  what  do  you  see  there? 
You  will  find  in  marble  the  form  ofa  corpse  hold- 
ing the  luuchet,  lying  upon  a  dark  pall.  It  is 
the  dying  Tecumseh.  I'heie  upon  his  breast  you 
see  two  serpents  worshiped  by  "the  braves,"  as 
if  about  to  stinghis  life  away.  That  is  an  illus- 
tration of  the  position  of  the  Democratic  party  to- 
day. Its  representative  is  prostrate  and  dying. 
It  is  labeled,  "Do  not  touch  it;  do  not  handle  it. " 
Thus  it  is  with  the  gentleman  from  Indiana;  he 
would  label  his  dying  party  also,  "  Do  not  touch, 
do  not  handle  it." 

Sir,  I  cannot  accept  his  advice  at  present;  1 
shall  handle  the  Democratic  party;  1  shall  speak 
of  it;  I  shall  approve  of  the  course  of  those  of 
-its  members  who  are  true  to  the  country, and  con- 
demn the  course  of  those  who  are  not.  I  do  not, 
sir,  attack  all  the  Democratic  gentlemen  upon  that 
side  of  the  House.  There  are  men  there  who  I 
believe  are  true  war  men;  but  I  do  include  those 
gentlemen  whose  sympathies  are  with  the  rebels, 
who  have  made  grumbling  a  profession, and  who 
are  continually  upbraiding  this  side  of  the  House 
as  abolitionists,  to  divide  our  people.  That,  sir, 
was  the  decree  which  went  forth  from  Jeff.  Davis, 
that  hereafter  we  should  all  be  called  abolition- 
ists. The  gentleman  from  the  Columbus  district 
(♦f  Ohio,  [iVir.  Cox,]  early  in  the  session  charac- 
terized us  as  abolitionists  and  miscegAis,  and 
when  asked  what  would  become  of  the  negroes 
when  set  at  liberty,  said  they  would  run  over  to 
this  side  of  the  House,  a  deliberate  insult  to  men 
who  have  declared  against  slavery,  and  amalga- 
mation, its  accompaniment. 

I  never  understood  until  of  late  what  the  mean- 
ing of  miscegenation  was.  I  have  found  out 
now  that  it  means  the  mixing  of  negro  blood  with 
the  blood  of  the  traitors,  one  species  of  Demo- 
crat, and  I  will  say  for  the  benefit  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  I  thiiik  the  negro  blood  is  greatly 
vitiated  thereby.     [Luugliter.l 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  now? 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  C.rti.inly;  1  could  not  be 
unKentlemanly  if  I  should  try. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  1  desire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa  to  whom  he  refers  when  he 
uses  in  substance  the  language  that  a  member 
from  Indiana  siated  that  the  New  England  sol- 
diers had  no  stoinficli  for  the  figl't. 

Mr.  GRINNKLL.  My  recollection  is  some, 
what  indistinct,  but  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  the  gentleman  who  is  now  queiUioning  ine 
made  that  remark.  I  do  not  know  but  I  alluded 
to  him.     1  said  so. 


Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
member  from  Iowa  if  he  did  not  hear  me  say, 
v.'hen  questioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  BouTWELL,]  that  I  referred  to  the 
people  of  New  England ,  and  if  he  did  not  hear  me 
give  as  evidence  the  action  of  Governor  Andrew 
and  the  conduct  of  the  Representatives  of  New 
England  upon  this  floor? 

Mr.  GRINNEJLL.  I  will  say  to  thcgenlleman 
that  all  that  has  been  explained  in  his  absence 
from  th(!  Hall.  His  very  faithful  and  worthy 
friend,  [Mr.  Holman,]  general  objector  to  un- 
parliamentary remarks,  explained  that  matter 
entirely. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  The  gentleman  will 
pardon  me  for  one  moment. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  will  yield  if  it  is  not  to 
come  out  of  my  time. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  One  word  only.  I 
wish  to  do  justice  to  all  portions  of  the  country, 
and  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  object  to  my 
saying  a  word. 

Mr,  GRINNELL.  I  will  accept  the  gentle- 
man's explanation. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  I  only  desire  to  say 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Oh!  I  cannot  allow  a 
speech . 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  Only  one  sentence. 
The  gentlemen  is  mistaken  as  to  what  I  said.  I 
did  not  intend,  nor  did  I  by  my  words  reflect 
upon  New  England  soldiers.  I  believe  they  are 
as  brave  as  atiy  soldiers  in  the  field.  I  spoke  of 
the  Representatives  of  NewEngland,  and  I  think 
the  gentleman  ought  to  have  known  that,  and 
ought  not  to  have  represented  my  remarks  dif- 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  I 
have  demonstrated  my  fairness  to  the  gentleman. 
I  now  wish  to  reply  in  a  few  words  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  the  Cincinnati  district  always  fair 
and  able,  [Mr.  Pendleton,]  who  maintains  that 
we  have  no  power  to  censure  or  expel  a  member 
except  for  disorderly  conduct,  explained  as  vio- 
lent acts  or  personally  offensive  words.  I  have 
looked  for  the  definition  of  the  word  disorderly; 
it  means  "  irregular,  deviating  from  established 
rules."  Are  these  words  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  out  of  order?  Is  he  not  in  speech 
against  the  country?  If  I  wished  to  find  an  ex- 
planatory use  of  the  word  disorderly,  I  might 
perhaps  go  to  the  writings  of  St.  Paul,  where  we 
have  a  fair  translation  of  words  inspired,  and  I 
should  not  make  apology  for  quoting  from  that 
Book  of  books  even  here.  He  says,  "  Withdraw 
yourselves  from  every  brother  that  walketh  disor- 
derly;" "  for  we  behaved  not  ourselves  disorderly 
amon^  you."  I  maintain  that  by  a  fair  and  le- 
gitimate construction  of  this  word  in  these  con- 
nections we  can  expel  or  we  can  censure  a  mem- 
ber. It  certainly  was  not  meant  that  it  should 
only  apply  in  case  of  theft  or  in  case  of  profanity. 
It  did  not  mean  grossness,  but  a  walk  unchristian, 
against,  in  all  cases,  the  order  of  the  church.  The 
lawoforderhereisfor  the  sacred  cause  of  ourarms, 
and  1  contend  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  does 
nothing  less  than  destroy  that  order.  He  is  for  the 
enemy,  designedly  or  not,  with  deliberate  speech. 
He  took  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  and 
yet  has  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  pro- 
claiming, himself  in  favor  of  giving  up  the  contest 
and  yielding  to  traitors  in  arms.  He  is  in  favor 
of  declaring  a  dividing  line  between  the  Union 
and  the  confederacy.  He  would  say  to  our  sol- 
diers on  the  eve  of  battle,  "  You  will  shed  your 
blood  for  naught."  He  is  in  favor  of  saying  to 
those  who  have  lost  friends  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Union  Army,  "  Your  sons,  your  brothers,  your 
fathers  have  ilied  in  vain,"  and  the  cause  is  hope- 
less. In  this  way  he  has  lent  encouragement  to 
the  enemy,  and,  so  far  as  his  words  go,  paralyzed 
our  Army  by  the  declaration  that  this  war  is 
against  the  Constitution.  1  submit  that  his  case 
comes  within  the  meaning  of  the  word  disorderly 
as  used  in  the  Constitution.  I  believe  that  in- 
strument gives  us  every  power  to  deal  with  those 
who  are  opposed  to  the  country  and  in  favor  of 
separation,  and  to  say  to  them  by  vote,  moved 
by  considerations  of  sell-protection,  we  believe 
you  to  be  unworthy  of  a  seat  on  this  floor.  I 
would  tramj)le  on  no  rights,  but  guard  free  speech 
whi'ii  it  did  notencouruge  traitors  and  jeopardize 
our  cause. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been  subject  to  so  many 
interruptions  that  I  must  leave  unnoticed  points 


which  could  be  made  in  defense  of  our  proposed 
action  of  censure. 

In  the  light  of  Democratic  precedent  (poor,  I  ad- 
mit,) I  haveshown  that  we  have  full  justification, 
and  that  the  Union  men  in  this  Chamber  could 
not  expel  Mr.  Conway,  who,  by  every  word  and 
act,  showed  liimselfa  patriot,  however  indiscreet, 
and  under  the  Constitution  we  may  use  our  privi- 
lege of  censure  or  expulsion  in  rebuke  to  disloy- 
alty on  this  floor  and  in  encouragement  to  our 
Army. 

I  yield  the  remainder  of  my  time  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Missauri  [Mr.  Rollins.] 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  gentleman 
has  but  three  minutes  left. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  But  for  my  interruptions 
I  should  have  given  the  gentleman  fifteen  min- 
utes of  my  time. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
fee]  a  good  deal  embarrassed,, because  I  shall  not 
be  able  to  make  a  very  interesting  speech  in  the 
course  of  the  three  minutes  assigned  to  me;  and 
unless  I  can  draw  on  the  lime  of  my  friend  from 
New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Rogers,]  who  1  believe  is  to 
get  the  floor  next,  I  shall  claim  from  the  courtesy 
of  the  Speaker  on  Thursday  morning  the  oppor- 
turiity  of  submitting  a  few  remarks. 

I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  the  demonstrations 
we  have  had  here  to-night,  the  heart  of  every 
patriot  in  this  House  and  in  these  galleries  ought 
to  be  filled  with  hope  and  assured  with  confidence 
that  the  country  is  safe  1  Certainly  no  man  after 
the  broad,  liberal,  patriotic,  and  anti-partisan  views 
which  we  have  heard  expressed  here  to-night  can 
have  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  we  shall- be  able  to 
suppress  this  rebellion ! 

To  be  serious,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  confess 
that  my  heart  is  filled  with  sadness  at  the  con- 
tinued notes  of  party,  party,  party,  which  I  hear 
sounded.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  all  for  party  and 
none  for  country.  It  seems  to  me  that  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  it  is  a  continual  small  attempt 
to  obtain  some  advantage  for  party,  not  to  pro- 
mote the  great  interests  of  the  country,  but  to 
promote  the  interest  of  party  for  the  next  presi- 
dential election. 

[•Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  I  hope  the  gentleman  shall 
have  leave  to  go  on. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Speaker, 
if  I  could  save  this  country  from  destruction,  I 
would  be  willing  that  this  side  of  the  House  or 
that  side  of  the  House  should  select  the  man  to 
preside  over  its  destinies,  not  only  for  the  next 
four  years  but  for  the  next  forty  years.  If  ( 
could  save  the  Government  from  destruction,  it 
would  be  a  small  matter  to  me  whether  Abraham 
Lincoln  or  George  B.  McClellan  presided  over 
the  destinies  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  express  my  opinion 
regarding  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able Speaker  of  this  House.  I  shall  not  vote  for 
the  expulsion  of  the  member  from  Ohio.  I  think 
that  resolution  is  the  most  ill-limed  that  has  been 
proposed  in  this  House  during  the  present  session. 
If  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  contains 
poison,  which  is  likely  to  produce  disease  in  the 
body-politic  of  the  country,  the  honorableSpeaker 
could  not  have  selected  a  more  elficieni  mode  of 
infusing  that  poison  in  the  public  heart  of  the 
country  than  by  introducing  a  resolution  lo  ex- 
pel the  honorable  member  from  Ohio.  Except 
for  that  resolution,  I  venture  to  say  that  the  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would  not  have  been 
read  by  perhaps  a  thousand  persons  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  but  as  it  is,  it  will  be  read  in  every 
State,  in  every  village;  in  every  mansion,  and  in 
every  cabin  from  one  corner  of  the  land  to  the 
other.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  resolution  the 
honorable  Speaker  has  ofl'ered,  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  would  have  fallen  still-born 
from  his  lips.  It  would  have  passed  like  the 
speeches  of  other  geiulemen  delivered  here  into 
the  political  historical  rubbish  of  the  country,  and 
most  of  us  would  have  forgotten  within  a  few 
weeks  or  months  that  it  had  ever  been  delivered. 

I  repeal,  sir,  if  that  speech  contains  political 
poison,  the  censure  for  disseminating  it  must  fall 
upon  the  head  of  the  honorable  Speaker  of  this 
House.  If  it  be  a  dagger  aimed  at  the  national  • 
heart,  it  is  the  strong  hand  of  the  Speaker  that 
wields  it  and  drives  it  toils  fatal  aim  !  And, sir, 
if  this   speech  is   capable  of  doing   tlie   injury 
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wliicli  seems  to  be  attributed  to  it,  the  country 
will  be  indebted  for  tlie  injury  far  more  to  the 
Speaker  tht\n  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  apprehend  any  serious  injury 
from  that  speech.  If  the  cause  of  the  Union  and 
tiie  cause  of  thccountryis  to  beshaken  by  such  a 
speech  as  lliat,  it  ought  to  perish;  and  if  one  bun- 
dled and  eighty-three  members  of  the  House  are 
not  competent,  morally  and  intellectually,  to  meet 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  his  argu- 
ment, and  show  that  he  is  wrong;  if  they  can- 
not furnish  the  antidote  for  the  poison,  then  I  say 
we  are  unworthy  to  represent  a  free  people  in  a 
greatcrisis  like  this.  We  aredoing  but  poor  jus- 
tice to  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the  peo- 
ple of  tliis  country  if  we  suppose  for  a  moment 
thataspeecii  liketliat  could  shake  their  confidence 
in  the  stability  of  the  Government  and  in  the  per- 
manency of  our  free  institutions. 

Fgr  myself,  sir,  1  have  no  fears  of  the  effect  of 
that  speech.  I  rely  upon  the  discriminating  in- 
telligence of  the  great  masses  of  the  American 
people  to  correct  in  their  own  minds  the  gross 
errors  with  which  it  abounds;  and  for  the  utter- 
nnces  of  that  speech  i  would  not  expel  or  even 
censure  the  gentleman.  I  would  not  do  it  because 
1  am  in  favor  of  the  largest  liberty  of  debate,  es- 
pecially in  times  like  these.  In  my  judgmentthe 
wisdom  of  our  ancestors  has  been  no  better  illus- 
trated than  in  that  provision  of  the  Constitution 
which  says  that  no  member  shall  be  expelled  ex- 
cept upon  the  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members 
of  this  body.  We  see  the  importance  of  the  rule 
*  on  this  occasion.  We  see  the  lengths  to  which 
party  spirit  would  run.  We  see  daily  in  the  busi- 
ness that  occurs  upon  the  floor  of  this  House  that 
questions  of  the  utmost  importance  are  not  de- 
cided upon  their  merits,  butare  decided  invariably 
according  to  the  strength  of  the  party  on  this  side 
or  that  side  of  the  House.  And  while  I  do  not 
mean  to  throw  a  slur  upon  any  member  here 
in  connection  with  this  question,  yet  in  conse- 
quence of  the  liold  which  party  has  tafken  upon 
the  minds  of  members  here,  it  would  be  just  as 
easy  to  expel  a  man  upon  any  question  that  might 
be  presented.  It  is  a  question  of  party,  and  I  do 
not  pretend  to  say  that  under  like  circumstances 
the  same  thing  would  not  be  attempted  for  party 
purposes  by  this  side  of  the  House.  It  is  oneof 
tlie  evils  of  parly  spirit  under  a  Government  like 
this.  It  is  one  of  those  baneful,  poisonous  influ- 
ences which  we  oughtto  resist,  especially  when, 
as  in  the  present  time,  the  country  is  struggling 
for  existence. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  go  for  the  largest  latitude 
of  discussion  upon  all  questions,  and  while  I  dis- 
avow the  sentiments  uttered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  in  the  speech  in  question,  while  I  say 
to  him  and  to  the  House  that  I  think  it  was  a  most 
ill-timed,  injudicious,  and,  1  mightadd,  consider- 
ing the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  delivered, 
unpatriotic  speech — while  I  say  all  this,  yet,  tol- 
erating as  I  do  the  largest  liberty  of  debate,  the 
utmost  freedom  of  discussion,  I  would  not  cen- 
sure liim  for  it.  I  do  not  believe  that  thatspeech 
will  be  as  productive  of  as  much  harm  as  many 
gentlemen  suppose.  It  merely  expresses  the  opin- 
ion the  gentleman  entertained,  from  his  view  of 
the  circumstances  which  now  surround  us,  and 
much  as  I  condemn  the  sentiments,  and  him  for 
speaking  them,  I  would  not  expel  or  censure  iiim 
for  his  great  indiscretion.  Sir,  if  every  member 
who  makes  indiscreet,  unwise, and,  1  might  add, 
foolish  speeches  on  this  floor,  was  expelled  or 
censured,  how  long  would  there  be  lefta  quorum, 
and  how  little  of  legislation  would  command  our 
attention  here,  except  in  discussing  resolutions  of 
censure?  He  has  merely  followed  the  opinion 
and  example  of  his  great  leader,  Vallandigham, 
who  delivered  substantially  the  same  speech  in 
the  lust  Congress,  which  members  around  me 
heard,  and  yet  no  movement  was  made  to  expel 
liim  for  much  stronger  language  than  that  used  on 
Friday  last  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  It  was 
a  remark  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  that  great  apostle 
of  American  liberty,  "  thaterror  ceases  to  be  dan- 
gerous so  long  a.s reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it." 
And  the  first  amendment  made  to  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution after  its  adoption  is  as  follows: 

"  Ci)iigrc»a  shall  maUeiioliiw  respecting  jin  <^stablislim(Mit 
ofreligi<m,iiri(roliil)iiiiigili(.'fn;eexoicis<!llieriiol';  or  abridg- 
ing Ihe  freedom  ofsyerck  or  of  Ike  press ;  or  ol'  iIk:  riglu  of 
lli«p'N)|)l(;  pcac'oiilily  lo  asscmlilL-  siiul  to  pi.'tilUui  tin;  Goverii- 
llU'iit  lor  a  rc.'ilrijs.-i  olgriivanci'S." 


If,  sir,  we  cannot  pass  a  law  without  violating 
the  Constitution,  in  abridging  the  freedom  of  the 
press  or  of  speech,  how  cautious  should  we  be  in 
adoptinganother  mode  of  punishment  unknown  to 
the  Constitution  and  utterly  violative  of  its  true 
spirit!  In  despotic  Governments  the  first  blow 
always  struck  at  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  is  in 
muzzling  the  press  and  abridging  the  sacred  right 
of  free  discussidti— a  right  inestimable  to  freemen 
and  formidable  to  tyrants  only.  Sir,  it  is  of  the 
very  essence  of  liberty,  to  form  our  opinions  and 
to  express  them  according  to  the  dictates  of  our 
own  consciences.  And  to  this  sacred  privilege, 
gradually  left  unrestrained,  as  the  world  emerged 
from  the  dark  period  of  the  middle  ages,  to  the 
dawn  of  light  of  the  last  ie-w  centuries,  we  are 
indebted  for  the  wonderful  advancement  which 
we  now  behold  in  religion,  in  science,  in  govern- 
ment, and  in  civilization.  Talk  as  you  may,  sir, 
but  a  despotic  Government  would  nowhere  be 
found  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  amidst  a  virtuous, 
enlightened,  and  educated  people,  with  a  free 
press  and  free  speech  !  And  a  great  and  free  peo- 
ple will  not  be  in  danger  of  losing  their  liberties 
so  long  as  these  sacred  rights  are  properly  guarded 
and  vindicated. 

For  many  years  past  it  is  well  known,  that  one 
great  complaint  of  the  northern  people  has  been 
that  they  were  not  allowed  without  violence  to 
print  and  to  speak  their  sentiments  with  freedom 
south  of  a  certain  line,  and  on  a  particular  subject. 
And  shall  we  now,  sir,  after  all  that  has  been  said 
on  this  subject,  make  a  retrograde  movement,  and 
here  in  the  very  Hall  of  our  national  Legislature 
strike  down  the  right  of  free  discussion  by  ex- 
pelling a  member  from  his  seat  for  words  spoken 
in  debate.'  Sir,  for  one  I  am  prepared  for  no 
such  work  as  this.  Let  us  answer  and  expose 
the  pernicious  views  of  the  honorable  member,  as 
I  take  it  we  are  fully  competent  to  do,  and  then 
let  us  turn  him  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  his 
outraged  and  patriotic  constituency,  to  dispose  of 
his  case  as  to  them  may  seem  most  proper  and 
right.  But  let  us  not  desecrate  this  temple  dedi- 
cated to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  free  discussion 
by  assailing  one  of  its  chief  bulwarks  in  striking 
down  the  rfght  of  free  speech.  It- may  be  that 
erroneous  and  dangerous  doctrines  may  be  taught 
here,  and  I  can  well  suppose  a  case  where  the 
cause  of  the  Government  might  be  temporarily 
damaged,  but  this  would  be  of  short  duration 
under  the  searching  operation  of  free  discussion 
in  this  representative  Chamber. 

"Triitli  crushed  to  eafth  will  rise  again; 
The  eternal  years  of  God  are  hers  ; 
Cut  error,  wounded,  writhes  in  pain, 
And  dies  amidst  its  worshipers." 

And,  sir,  in  my  view,  the  cause  of  this  Gov- 
ernment and  of  the  American  Union  is  the  cause 
of  truth,  and  however  much  it  may  be  assailed 
by  the  puny  and  traitorous  arms  of  those  who 
would  tear  it  down,  or  by  the  still  weaker  words 
of  those  men  of  faint  hearts  and  vacillating  hopes 
who  in  the  midst  of  this  mighty  and  unparalleled 
struggle  for  national  existence  would  give  up  all 
as  lost;  while  I  am  neither  a  prophet  nor  the  son 
of  a  prophet,  I  but  speak  my  own  earnest  faith, 
that  sooner  or  later  the  national  authority  will  be 
vindicated,  the  enemies  of  the  Government  will 
be  driven  back  in  shame  and  disgrace,  those  who 
have  spoken  or  dreamed  of  recognition  will  take 
back  their  injudicious  words,  and  will  be  tnade 
happy  in  once  more  kneeling  with  all  the  children 
of  the  Republic  around  the  altar  of  a  still  un- 
broken and  blessed  Union ! 

I  wish  I  had  time  on  this  occasion  togointoahis- 
tory  of  the  discussion  of  public  questions  notonly 
here  but  in  the  British  Parliament,  where  the  ut- 
most freedom  of  discussion  has  been  allowed,  tol- 
erated, and  encouraged.  During  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  when  the  infant  colonies  of  this 
country  were  slrugglingfor  existence,  every  mem- 
ber upon  thisfloor  knows  what  terrible  anathemas 
were  hurled  against  the  British  Government  by 
Burke,  Fox,  Chatham,  and  other  distinguished' 
orators  in  the  British  Parliament.  The  language 
used  by  them  in  its  severity  has  nothing  to  equal 
it  in  anything  that  has  ever  been  said  by  any  mem- 
ber on  this  floor,  and  yet  who  ever  heard  of  a  res- 
olution introduced  for  their  expulsion? 

To  show  how  far  these  men  went  I  will  quote 
one  or  two  short  extracts: 

"'J'he  gentleman  tells  us  Amerlcn  is  obstinate,  America 
U  almost  In  open  rehcllion.    I  rejoice  that  America  has  re- 


sisted. Tliree  million  people  so  dead  to  all  the  feelings  of 
liberty  as  voluntarily  to  submit  to  be  slaves  would  have 
been  fit  instruments  to  make  slaves  of  the  rest." — Lord. 
Chalkam,  in  1776. 

In  November,  1777,  eighteen  months  after  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  after  two  years  of 
war,  he  said: 

"As  to  conquest,  my  lords,  I  repeat,  it  is  impossible. 
You  may  swell  every  expense  and  every  effort  still  more 
extravagantly — pile  and  accumulate  every  assistance  which 
you  can  beg  or  borrow,  tniffic  and  barter  with  every  little 
pitiful  German  prince  that  sells  and  sends  his  subjects  to 
the  shambles  of  a  foreign  prince — your  efforts  are  forever 
vain  and  impotent.  Jf  I  were  an  American  as  1  am  an 
Englishman,  while  a  foreign  troop  was  landed  in  my  coun- 
try I  would  never  lay  down  my  arms ;  never,  never,  never. 

"But  in  such  a  war  as  this,  unjust  in  its  principle,  im- 
practicable in  its  means,  and  ruinous  in  its  consequences, 
i  would  not  contribute  a  single  effort  nor  a  single  shilling." 

"'J'he  noble  lord  said  the  war  was  not  disgraceful;  it 
was  only  unfortunate.  For  my  part  I  must  continue  to 
call  it  disgraceful,  not  unfortunate.  I  consider  them  all 
alike,  victories  and  defeats ;  towns  taken  and  towns  evac- 
uated ;  new  generals  appointed  and  old  generals  recalled; 
they  are  all  alike  calamities;  they  all  spur  us  on  to  this 
fatal  business.  Victories  give  us  hopes  ;  defeats  make  us 
desperate;  and  both  instigate  us  to  go  on."  *  *  *  « 
"Give  us  back  our  force,  nor  protractthis  burdensome,  dis- 
graceful, for  it  is  not  an  unfortunate  war. " — Edmund  Burke, 
in  1781. 

Said  Fox: 

"  There  is  not  an  American  but  must  reject  and  resist  the  _ 
principle  and  the  right." 

I  quote,  from  iVlahon  's  History  ofEngland,  vol- 
ume seven,  page  135,  the  language  of  the  younger 
Pitt  in  favor  of  Fox's  motion  for  a  committee  on 
the  American  war  in  the  year  1781.  I  now  read 
what  he  said: 

"  For  my  part,  I  am  persuaded  and  will  affirm,  that  it  Is 
a  most  accursed,  wicked,  barbarous, .cruel,  unnatural,  un- 
just, and  diabolical  war.  It  was  conceived  in  injustice; 
it  was  nurtured  and  brought  forth  in  folly;  its  footsteps 
were  marked  with  blood,  slaughter,  persecution,  devasta- 
tion." 

Again,  sir,  no  member  here  can  have  forgotten 
the  memorable  language  of  JVlr.  Corwin,  of  Ohio, 
in  the  Senate  of  tlie  United  States,  during  the 
Mexican  war.     He  said: 

"Were  la  Mexican  as  I  am  an  American  I  would  wel- 
come these  invaders  with  bloody  hands  to  hospitable 
graves." 

Yet  no  one  ever  dreamed  of  either  expelling  or 
censuring  Mr.  Corwin  for  this  remarkable  utter- 
ance, and  based  upon  sentiments  hostile  to  the 
war  then  being  waged  on  the  part  of  our  country 
against  Mexico. 

And  yet,  sir,  in  a  free  country  like  ours  is  not 
a  latitude  of  debate  to  be  allowed  ?  Is  not  discus- 
sion to  be  as  broad  as  it  is  under  a  monarchical 
Government  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain? 
Sir,  there  is  no  subject  on  which  a  free  people  are 
more  sensitive  than  that  office  speech.  It  is  re- 
garded, and  justly  so,  as  one  of  the  bulwarks  of 
freedom,  and  any  attempt  to  abridge  it,  and  es- 
pecially in  these  Halls,  must,  as  it  ought  to,  be 
condemned  by  the  American  people.  And  to-day, 
sir,  if  this  House  commits  the  great  blunder  of 
expelling  the  member  from  Ohio  by  the  passage 
of  this  resolution,  mark  my  prediction,  he  will 
rally  around  him  a  formidable  party,  not  that  the 
people  indorse  orsympathize  with  him  in  the  sen- 
timents contained  in  his  speech,  but  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  sacred  right  of  free  speech  in  the  Rep- 
resentative Hall  of  the  national  Legislature. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  only  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  to  the  House  that  I,  for  one,  could  not 
and  would  not  vote  for  the  resolution  of  expul- 
sion which  has  been  offered  here  by  the  honora- 
ble Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and 
to  add,  that  I  think  he  has  done  the  very  worst 
day's  work  he  could  possibly  have  done  by  in- 
troducing a  resolution  expelling  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long.]  I  rose  also  for  another 
purpose;  and  that  is  to  express  my  dissent  from 
every  position  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
in  that  speech.  1  differ  with  him  "  <oto  ccelo." 
He  is  for  giving  up  the  struggle.  He  is  for  dis- 
union. He  is  for  the  recognition  of  the  southern 
confederacy,  now,  at  once.  It  occurs  to  me  if  the 
view  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  carried  out 
it  would  be  the  saddest  day  ever  the  American 
people  would  be  called  upon  to  witness.  Who 
that  has  an  American  heart  in  his  bosom  can  tol- 
erate the  idea  for  a  moment  that  this  great  strug- 
gle is  to  be  abandoned  in  ignominy  and  in  dis- 
grace to  the  cause  of  liberty  throughout  the  world? 
1  do  not  believe  for  on\3  this  Government  is  likely 
to  fail  in  this  struggle.  I  do  not  believe  but  that 
the  people  of  the  loyal  States  have  every  assur- 
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aricc  unci  confidence  that  it  will  result  in  our  suc- 
cess, and  that  we  will  recover  authority  over 
every  inch  of  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
Stales.  In  opinion  1  dissent  wholly  and  entirely 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  justas  well  as  from 
the  gentleman  from  IVIaryland. 

1  believe,  sir,  tliat  this  rebellion  will  be  over- 
come; not  that  the  southern  people  will  be  cx- 
teiniinated  or  subjugated,  but  I  believe  their  mii- 
itai'y  power  will  be  broken;  and  when  it  is  broken 
I  have  confidence  in  their  good  sense  that  they 
will  return  to  their  allegiance  and  submit  to  such 
liberal  terms  aa  I  doubt  not  will  be  proposed.  It 
lias  often  been  reiterated  that  this  rebellion  is 
wholly  without  excuse  or  justification.  This  is 
true  to  tlie  letter.  No  people  on  earth,  prior  to 
this  civil  war,  ever  enjoyed  a  higher  degree  of  lib- 
erty or  a  ku-geramountof  happiness  than  the  peo- 
ple of  the  southern  States.  And  it  is  right  that 
they  should  be  continually  reminded  that  this  re- 
bellion is  the  olFspring  of  the  violent  and  ungov- 
ernable passions  of  their  leading  men.  In  proof 
of  this  1  desire  to  quote  two  extracts  from  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  the  vice 
president  of  the  confederate  States.  In  a  speech 
delivered  before  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  on  the 
14ih  day  of  November,  18G0,  after  the  election  of 
.Mr.  Lincoln,  he  used  the  following  language: 
"The  first  question  that  presents  itself  is,  sliall  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Sniitli  secede  froiri  tlie  Union  in  consequence  of 
the  electjon  of  Mr.  LincoNi  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Uni- 
ted States?  My  countrymen,  I  tell  you  frankly,  candidly, 
and  earnestly,  that  1  do  not  think  that  they  ought.  In  my 
judgment,  the  election  of  no  man  constitutionally  chosen 
to  that  high  office  is  sufficient  cause  for  any  Stat«  to  sep- 
arat(^  from  the  Union.  It  ought  to  stand  by  and  aid  still 
la  maintaining  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  To  make 
H  point  of  resistance  to  iho  Government,  to  withdraw  from 
it  because  a  man  has  been  constitutionally  elected,  puts 
us  in  the  wrong.  We  are  pledged  to  maint.iin  tlie  Consti- 
tution. Many  of  us  have  sworn  to  support  it.  Can  we, 
therefore,  for  the  mere  election  of  a  man  to  the  Presidency, 
and  that,  too,  in  accordance  with  the- prescribed  forms  of 
the  Constitution,  make  a  point  of  resistance  to  the  Gov- 
ernment without  becoming  the  breakers  of  that  sacred  in- 
gtruinent  ourselves,  withdraw  ourselves  from  it?  Would 
we  not  he  in  the  wrong?  Whatever  fate  is  to  befall  this 
country,  let  it  never  be  laid  to  tlie  charge  of  the  people  of 
the  South,  and  especially  to  the  people  of  Georgia,  that  vve 
were  untrue  to  our  national  engagements.  Let  the  fault 
and  the  wrong  rest  upon  others.  If  all  our  hopes  are  to  be 
blasted,  if  the  Uepublifc  is  to  go  down,  let  us  be  found  to 
the  last  moment  standing  on  the  deck,  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  waving  over  our  heads.  Lettlie 
ilinatics  of  the  North  break  the  Constitution  if  such  is  their 
fell  purpose.  Let  the  responsibility  be  upon  them.  I  shall 
speak  presently  more  of  their  acts;  hut  let  not  the  South, 
let  us  not  be  the  ones  to  commit  the  aggression."  We  went 
Into  the  election  with  this  people.  The  result  was  difTer- 
cnt  from  what  we  wished  ;  but  the  election  has  been  con- 
stitutionally held.  Were  we  to  make  a  point  of  resistance 
to  the  Government  aiid  go  out  of  the  Union  on  that  ac- 
count, the  record  would  be  made  up  hereafter  against  us." 
— Speech  of  Alexander  H.  Stephens  before  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia,  deliuered  November  14,  i860. 

And  subsequently,  in  the  secession  convention 
ofGeorgia,  in  January,  1861,  he  spoke  as  follows: 

"  This  step  [of  secession]  once  taken  can  never  he  re- 
called ;  and  all  the  baleful  and  withering  consequences 
that  must  follow  will  rest  on  theconvention  lorall  coming 
tiiiic.  When  wo  a'nd  our  posterity  shall  see  our  lovely 
South  desolated  by  the  demOn  of  war,  which  this  act  of 
yours  will  inevitnblj'  invite  and  call  forth,  when  our  green 
fields  of  waving  harvests  shall  be  trodden  down  by  the  mur- 
derous soldiery  and  fiery  car  of  war  sweeping  over  our 
land,  our  temples  of  justice  laid  in  .ishes,  all  the  horrors 
and  desolations  of  war  upon  us.  who  but  this  convention 
will  be  held  responsible  for  it ;  and  who  but  hlni  who  shall 
have  given  his  vote  for  this  unwise  and  ill-timed  measure, 
;u  I  honestly  think  and  believe,  shall  he  held  to  strict  ac- 
count for  this  suicidal  act  by  the  present  genoialion,  and 
probably  cursed  and  execrated  by  posterity  for  all  coining 
lime,  for  the  wide  and  desolating  ruin  that  will  inevitably 
follow  Ibis  act  you  now  propo.se  to  perpetrate?  Pause,  1 
entreat  you."      ******** 

"What  right  has  tin'  North  assailed  ?  Whatintercst  of  the 
Souiii  has  been  invaded?  What  justice  has  been  denied, 
and  what  claim  founded  in  justice  and  right  has  been  with- 
held? Can  either  of  you  to  day  naiiK!  one  governmental 
act  6f  wrong,  deliberately  and  purposely  done  by  the  Gov- 
criiinent  at  Washington,  of  which  the  South  has  a  right  to 
coiiiplain?     I  challenge  the  answer."         *        *        » 

'<  We  havfl  always  had  the  control  of  the  General  Gov- 
cniineiil,  and  can  yet  if  we  ri'niain  in  it  and  areas  united 
ii«  we  have  been.  We  have  had  a  majority  of  the  Presi- 
dents chosen  from  the  ijouth,  as.  well  aii  the  control  and 
management  of  most  of  those  chosen  from  the  Norlli.  We 
linve  had  sixty  years  of  southern  Presidents  to  their  twenty- 
four,  thus  ooiiirolling  the  executive  department.  So  of 
the  judges  of  the  Supremo  Court,  we  have  had  (iighlecn 
lr(mi  the  South,  mid  but  eleven  from  the  North ;  althou'^h 
nearly  four  fifths  of  tli«;  judicial  business  has  arisen  in  tlie 
free  States,  yet  a  m.-ijoriiy  of  the  court  has  always  Ikmmi 
friiin  the  South.  'J'his  we  have  requircil,  so  as  to  ({iiard 
nifainsi  any  interpretation  of  the  Constilullon  uufavoralile 
to  IIS.  Ill  like  manner  we  have  been  equally  watchful  to 
guard  our  interests  in  the  legislative  brniieh  of  Govi-rn- 
ilient.  In  choosing  the  presiding  Presidents  {pro  tempore) 
of  the  Senate,  we  have  had  twenty-four  to  iheir  eleven. 
><peakcrs«fUi«  llon.c,  wiHiavc  had' iwenlylliieu  and  they 


twelve.  While  the  majority  of  the  Kepreseutativcs,  from 
their  greater  population,  have  always  been  from  the  North, 
yet  we  have<-o  generally  secured  the  Speaker,  hecausi;  he, 
to  a  greater  e.xtent,  shapes  and  controls  the  legislation  of 
the  country."  »  *  *  *  "Attorney  generals 
we  have  had  fourteen,  while  the  North  have  had  but  live. 
Foreign  ministers  we  have  had  eighly-six,  and  they  but 
fifty-four."  *  *  *  .  "We  have  had  the  prin- 
cipal embassies,  so  as  to  sectire  the  world  markets  for  our 
cotton,  tobacco,  and  sugar,  on  the  best  possible  terms.  We 
have  had  a  vast  majority  of  the  higheraJficesof  both  Army 
and  Navy,  while  a  large  proportion  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors 
were  drawn  from  the  North.  Equally  so  of  clerks,  audit- 
ors, and  comptrollers,  tilling  the  Executive  Departments. 
The  records  show  for  the  last  fifty  years  that  of  three  thou- 
sand thus  employed  we  have  had  more  than  two  tliinls  of 
the  same,  while  we  liave  but  one  third  of  the  white  popu- 
lation of  the  Kepublic."  *  *  *  *  .(^  fraction 
over  three  fourths  of  the  revenue  collected  for  the  support 
of  the  Government  has  uniformly  been  raised  from  the 
North.  Pause  now  while  you  can,  gentlemen,  and  con- 
tcm[ilate  carefully  and  candidly  the.se  important  items." 

"  For  you  to  attempt  to  overthrow  such  a  Government  as 
this,  under  wliieh  we  have  lived  for  more  than  three  quar- 
ters of  a  century,  in  which  we  have  gained  our  wealth,  our 
standing  as  a  nation,  our  domestic  safely  while  the  elements 
of  peril  are  around  us,  with  peace  and"  tranquillity  accom- 
panied with  unbounded  prosperity,  and  rights  uiiassailed, 
is  the  height  of  madness,  folly,  and  wickedness,  to.  which 
I  can  neither  lend  my  sanction  nor  my  vote." 

Now,  sir,  if  the  question  were  put  to  me  when 
I  would  abandon  this  struggle,  at  what  particular 
time,  1  would  answer,  in  the  language  of  the  great 
Kentucky  orator,  "Never,  never,  never!"  If 
asked  again,  "Shall  we  abandon  the  struggle.'" 
I  would  answer,  When  the  last  dollar  is  expended, 
and  the  last  man  raised  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  for  putting  down  this  causeless,  this  in- 
famous, and  this  unjustifiable  rebellion.  Not 
until  the  credit  of  the  Union  is  lost  and  in  irre- 
trievable ruin  would  I  give  up  the  struggle  to 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  law  and  the  au- 
thority of  the  Constitution  over  our  entire  soil.* 
Not  until  the  germ  of  patriotism  has  withered  and 
rotted  in  the  national  heart  would  I  yield  up  the 
struggle.  Not  until  the  last  vestige  of  respect 
was  lost  for  that  proud  and  beautiful  banner,  the 
emblem  of  liberty  and  of  law,  wliich  decorates 
your  chair.  Not,  sir,  until  the  thrilling  memo- 
ries which  cluster  around  the  actions  of  those  im- 
mortal men,  Washingtoji  and  La  Fayette,  whose 
images  adoru  these  walls  shall  have  entirely  died 
away  in  our  hearts.  Not  until  the  last  pulsation  of 
patriotism  shall  have  ceased  to  beat  in  the  Amer- 
ican heart  would  1  yield  the  struggle  in  which  our 
people  are  at  present  engaged  for  the  national  ex- 
istence and  of  free  institutions.  I  am  for  the  Union 
first,  last,  and  all  the  time.  Whatever  stands  in 
the  way  of  th6  Union  1  say  let  it  perish. 

My  friend  from  Ohio,  if  he  will  allow  nne  to 
designate  him  as  such,  seems  to  me  when  he  will 
get  out  of  the  war  by  recognizing  the  southern 
confederacy  to  be  only  plunging  the  country  into  a 
war  that  will  continue  so  long  as  the  endless  ages 
of  time  shall  run  their  ceaseless  course.  For  the 
sake  of  peace  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would  dis- 
solve the  Union  and  stop  the  war  !  Sir,  I  answer 
him  that  for  the  sake  of  peace,  permanent  peace 
on  this  continent,  I  would  preserve  the  Union, 
and  in  order  to  preserve  it  I  would  continue  the 
war.  Whatever  might  have  been  accomplished 
before  the  war,  it  seems  to  me,  sir,  now,  that 
there  is  but  one  way  to  terminate  the  struggle 
consistent  with  the  idea  of  national  unity,  and 
that  is  by  cflfectually  overcoming  and  putting 
down  fill  who  stand  opposed  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  idle  to  talk  about  the  Government 
having  no  constitutional  power  to  coerce  sov- 
ereign and  independent  States.  The  Constitution 
])rovid(!S  that  the  President  shall  see  that  "  the 
laws  are  faithfully  executed;"  and  haw  can  these 
laws  be  executed  when  either  people  or  States 
stand  in  the  way  of  their  execution,  without  aji- 
plying  the  necessary  force  in  putting  and  keeping 
them  in  operation  .' 

Talk  about  coercing  States!  Sir,  wliat  would 
a  Government  be  worth  which  had  not  the  au- 
thority and  energy  to  preserve  its  own  existence.' 
Supjxise  the  Union  was  dissolved  to-morrow, 
and  the  State  of  Ohio  determined  to  secede  from 
the  northern  Government,  what  would  the  gen- 
tleman say?  Would  he  say  let  her  go  in  peace, 
and  upon  I  ho  ground  that  her  people  were  not 
bound  under  the  Constitution  to  submit  to  the 
national  authority.'  Sir,  where  would  this  doc- 
trine terminate.'  Suppose,  sir,  every  other  State 
determined  to  secede,  and  set  up  an  independent 
government  for  itself*    if  the  rule  is  to  be  loh'r- 


ated  in  one  case  it  must  govern  in  all.  Why 
not.'  And  is  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  prepared 
to  see  us  many  different  and  independent  govern- 
ments setup  on  this  continent  as  there  are  now 
or  may  hereafter  be  States  in  the  Union  .'  Under 
the  prevalence  of  such  a  doctrine  I  would  ask 
him  what  is  to  become  of  the  national  debt?  Wlio 
is  to  pay  it?  What  is  to  become  of  the  Army 
and  of  the  Navy?  Who  is  to  defend  the  sea- 
board? Who  is  to  protect  our  commerce  upon 
the  seas?  Who  is  to  own  the  Territories?  Who 
is  to  represent  the  American  name  abroad? 
Who  is  to  defend  us  against  foreign  aggression? 
The  very  suggestion  of  these  questions  showa 
the  absurdity  of  the  position  assumed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  in  his  speech,  and  a  hun- 
dred oiher  questions  of  a  similar  character  would 
overwhelm  and  confound  him  and  all  others  who 
think  like  him.  No,  sir,  there  can  be  no  two 
separate  Governments  on  this  continent.  We 
are  bound  to  live  under  the  same  Constitution; 
this  is'  our  only  safety,  and  those  people  who 
will  not  do  so  peaceably  must  be  made  to  do  so 
forcibly. 

In  regard  to  coercion  I  might  add  that  all  Gov- 
ernments, whether  democratic  or  monarchical,  aro 
but  different  systems  of  coercion.  No  Govern- 
ment could  stand  a  day  without  the  principle 
of  coercion.  Without  it,  not  only  Governments 
would  be  broken  up,  but  society  itself  would  be 
dissolved.  In  one  of  his  great  speeches  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Slates,  Henry  Cjay  used  the 
following  language: 

"  If  any  one  State,  or  any  one  portion  of  the  people  of  •. 
any  State,  clioose  to  place  themsleves  in  array  against  the 
Government  of  the  Union,  I  am  for  trying  the  strength  of 
this  Governmcrtt.  I  am  for  ascertaining  whether  we  have 
a  Government  or  'not,  pr.icticable,  elficient,  capable  of 
maintaining  its  authoriiy,  and  upholding  the  powers  and 
interests  wliich  belong  to  a  Government.  Nor,  sir,  am  I 
to  be  alarmed  or  dissuaded  from  any  such  course  by  inti- 
mations of  the  spilling  of  blood,  If  blood  is  to  be  spilt,  by 
whose  fault  is  it  to  be  spilt?  Upon  the  supposition  I  main- 
tained, it  will  be  the  fault  of  those  who  choose  to  raise  the 
standard  oidisunion,  and, endeavor  to  prostrate  the  Gov- 
ernment. And,  sir,  when  that  is  done,  so  long  as  it'pleases 
God  to  give  me  a  voice  to  express  my  sentiments,  or  an 
arm,  weakand  enfeebl(;d  as  it  may  be  by  age,  that  voice 
and  that  arm  will  be  on  the  side  of  my  country,  for  the 
support  of  the  general  auihorily,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  powers  of  the  Union."         ***** 

"  If  Kentucky  to-morrow  unfurls  the  banner  of  resist- 
ance, I  never  will  fight  under  that  banner;  I  owe  a  para^ 
mount  allegiance  to  the  whole  Union — a  subordinate  one 
to  my  own  State." — Henry  Clay,  in  the  Senate,  ISoO". 

But,  sir,  admitting  for  the  sake  of  the  argument 
that  there  could  be  two  independent  Governments 
established  here,  each  composed  of  different 
States,  and  based  upon  the  right  of  seces.sion,  I 
might  well  asic  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  how 
long  would  they  last?  And  to-day,  sir,  he  talks 
seriously  about  a  dissolution  of  the  American 
Union  !  If  the  thing  were  possible,  how  would 
he  go  about  it?  What  would  be  the  first  step? 
Would  he  withdraw  the  splendid  Army  under  the 
command  of  the  brave  and  invincible  Grant  to 
the  north  side  of  the  Potomac?  And  what  a  spec- 
tacle would  this  be  for  the  American  people  to 
look  upon  at  this  stage  of  this  momentous  strug- 
gle!  What  next?  A  line  of  separation  is  to  be 
established.  Where?  Where  is  this  boundary 
to  run  if  we  recognize  the  southern  confederacy? 
Can  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  answer  the  ques- 
tion ?  Let  it  be  remembered  that  these  insurgents 
claim  all  the  southern  States.  Let  it  not  be  for- 
gotten that  all  the  southern  State.s,  with  the  ex- 
ception I  believe  of  Maryland  and  Delaware,  are 
represented  in  the  Richmond  congress.  Who  is 
to  take  Washingtqn  city?  Is  yonder  monument, 
commemorative  of  the  virtues  and  the  great  ac- 
tions of  him  who  was  "first  in  peace,  first  in 
war,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-citizens," 
to  stand  upon  the  soil  of  a  government  esiab- 
lislied  upon  the  ruins  of  the  great  Re[>ublic?  And 
is  that  sacred  spot,  Mount  Vernon,  with  all  the 
glorious  associations  that  cluster  around  it,  with 
its  precious  relics,  with  the  sacred  ashes  that  lie 
beneath  its  soil,  wiih  the  old  mansion,  with  its 
beautiful  walks,  with  its  stately  trees,  with  its 
evergreens  and  its  fragrant  flowers,  planted  by 
the  hand  of  Washington,  to  belong  to  a  hostile 
people?  Is  the  home  of  the  Father  of  his  Coun- 
try to  be  denationalized  and  American  citizens  be 
no  longer  permitted  to  kneel  at  his  tomb?  God 
forbid  I  Who  is  to  occupy  this  splendid  and  mag- 
nificent Capitol  ?  Where  is  iMissouri  to  go,  ihat 
young  and  giant  Commonwealth  that  ]  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represont  on  this  floor?     What 
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is  to  beeome  of  lier  Union  people,  who  have  sac- 
rific«d  so  much  in  the  cause  of  their  country?  If 
rccognilion  tukes  place  is  her  broad  domain,  an 
empire  within  itself  equal  to  all  New  England, 
ami  periiaps  with  natural  wealth  superior  to  any 
other  Stiuc  in  the  Union;  is  she  to  be  made 
the  tail  end  of  the  southern  confederacy,  whose 
chief  political  doctrine  is  the  right  of  secession, 
and  whose  main  corner-stone,  in  the  language  of 
Mr.  S'tephens,  of  Georgia,  is  "African  slavery?" 
And  where  is  Kentucky,  the  resting-place  of  Clay 
and  of  Crittenden,  to  go?  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  consent  that  the  flourishing  city  that 
he  and  his  distinguished  colleague  represents  on 
this  floor  shall  be  located  upon  the  immediate 
border  of  a  foreign  and  hostile  country,  separated 
only  by  a  narrow  river?  Upon  the  theory  of 
recognition,  whatis  to  become  of"  Old  Virginia," 
that  "magna  mater  virum?"  Wh'o  is  to  de- 
cide? The  people  of  Virginia?  Sir,  will  her 
loyal  inhabitants,  and  the  loyal  people  of  Mary- 
land, and  of  the  other  loyal  States  ever  consent 
that  these  two  great  Stales  shall  be  lost  to  the 
American  Union?  Does  not  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  see  that  the  first  step  at  nego- 
tiation would  be  a  failure?  That  it  is  "war  to 
the  knife  and  the  knife  to  the  hilt,"  eXcept  upon 
the  condition  of  the  national  integrity  and  unity? 
Does  he  not  see  that  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops 
would  only  bo  a  withdrawal  for  the  purpose  of 
renewing  the  struggle  at  once  and  afresh,  until 
one  or  the  other  of  these  Powers  is  overcome?  I 
say  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  the  southern 
confederacy  will  be  established  and  this  Govern- 
ment go  down,  or  this  Government  must  assert 
its  authority,  maintain  its  jurisdiction,  and  crush 
the  rebellion.  The  two  cannot  exist  side  by  side, 
and  entertaining  this  view,  1  am  on  the  ^ide  of 
the  Government,  in  the  language  of  the  im- 
mortal Clay,  my  paramount  obligation  is  to  the 
parent  Government  and  not  to  the  State  in  which 
1  was  born  or  in  which  I  live. 

What  does  the  gentleman  propose  by  recogni- 
tion ?  What?  I  ask  him  where  he. would  run 
the  line?  I  have  seen  no  man  who  could  answer 
that  question.  The  very  suggestion  of  a  line 
bring.s  along  with  it  the  idea  of  continuous  war. 
What  is  to  become  of  the  Territories?  Who  is 
to  take  them;  the  people  of  the  loyal  States  or 
the  people  of  the  pretended  confederacy?  The 
controversy  itself  started  originally  mainly  about 
the  Territories,  and  who  is  take  them  in  the  event 
of  recognition?  Look  at  the  sea-coast,  reaching 
from  the  Chesapeake  around  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  three  thousand  miles,  with  all  its 
bays  and  harbors,- and  nearly  all  of  them  in  the 
possession  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates. 
Shall  we  surrender  these?  And  what  about  the 
commerce  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  West,  and  es- 
pecially of  that  great  inland  sea,  the  Mississippi? 
Who  is  to  command  and  control  the  commerce 
which  floats  upon  its  broad  bosom  into  the  Gulf 
and  hence  to  the  sea?  Are  we  to  give  that  up? 
And  yet  that  follows  recognition  I  Do  gentlemen 
expect  to  obtain  peace  by  dissolution  ?  Vain  de- 
lusion! Look  back  at  the  teachings  and  warn- 
ings of  the  fathers  of  the  Republic  in  regard  to 
this  mighty  question.  Let  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  drink  into  his  heart  the  inspirations  of 
Washington  when  the  foundations  of  free  gov- 
ernment were  laid  upon  this  continent.  Let  him 
study  well  the  opinions  of  Clay  and  Webster  and 
Jackson,  and  of  the  great  men  whose  hearts  were 
often  overwhelmed  with  anxiety  in  the  midst  of 
the  great  political  contests  which  took  place  in 
this  Capitol  in  reference  to  the  fate  of  the  Ameri- 
can Union.  They  liad  no  desire  to  lift  the  vail 
and  look  beyond  the  destruction  of  the  Govern- 
ment. To  their  inspired  vision  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty and  of  progress  was  identified  with  the  con- 
tinuance and  perpetuity  of  "the  Union  formed  by 
our  fathers.  There  was  no  hope  beyond  this. 
To  them  all  was  uncertainty  and  doubt  and  dark- 
ness and  despotism.  In  that  grand  peroration 
of  the  noblest  effort  of  his  life,  and  which  will  be 
read  with  admiration  as  long  as  the  English  lan- 
guage is  spoken  among  men,  Mr.  Webster  said: 

"  r  liave  not  allowed  myscll',  sir,  to  look  beyond  tlie 
Union,  lo  sec  wliat  itiijjlit  lie  hldrien  In  the  dark  recess  be- 
hind. I  have  not  coolly  weiRlied  the  chanees  of  preserving 
liberty  when  the  bonds  that  unite  us  loguiher  ahall  be  bro- 
ken asunder.  1  have  not  accustomed  myself  to  hang  over 
the  precipice  of  disunion,  to  see  vvlK^tbcr,  with  niy.  short 
«l?lit,  1  cuiifathnin  thodepthof  the  nbyss  bi'low  ;  lioroonlll 
I  I'cgnrd  lilm  as  a  aal'n  cuuiisrior  in  the  aflairs  of  tiiU  Gov- 


ernment whose  tiioughts  should  be  mainly  bent  on  con- 
sidering, not  how  the  Union  may  be  best  preserved,  but 
liovv  tolerable  iniylit  be  the  condition  of  the  people  when 
It  should  bo  broken  up  and  destroyed.  While  the  Union 
lasts,  we  have  high,  exciting,  gratifying  prospects  spread 
out  before  us,  for  us  and  our  children.  Beyond  that  I  Seek 
not  to  penetrate  the  vail.  God  grant  that  in  my  day,  at 
least,  tliat  curtain  may  not  rise  '.  Godgrant  that  on  my  vision 
never  may  be  opened  what  lies  behind  !  Wlien  my  eyes 
shall  be  turned  to  behold  for  the  lasttinie  the  sun  in  heaven, 
may  I  not  see  him  shining  on  the  broken  and  dishonored 
fragments  of  a  once  glorious  Union  ;  on  States  dissevered, 
diseordanf,  belligerent;  on  a  land  rent  with  civil  feuds,  or 
drenched,  it  may  be,  in  fraternal  blood  !  Let  their  last  fee- 
ble and  lingering  glance  rather  behold  the  gorgeous  ensign 
of  the  Republic,  now  known  and  lionored  throughout  the 
earth,  still  full  high  advanced,  its  arms  and  trophies  stream- 
ing in  their  original  luster,  not  a  stripe  erased  or  polluted, 
nor  a  single  star  obsctned,  bearing  for  its  motto  no  such 
miserable  interrogatory  as  'What  is  all  this  worth"  nor 
those  other  words  of  delusion  and  folly,  'Liberty  first  and 
Union  afterwards,'  i)ut  everywhere,  spread  all  over  in  char- 
acters of  living  light,  blazing  on  all  its  ample  folds,  as  tliey 
float  over  the  sea  and  over  the  land,  and  in  every  wind 
under  the  whole  heavens,  that  other  sentiment,  dear  to 
every  true  Arnerican  heart — '  Liberty  and  Union,  now  and 
forever,  one  and  inseparable!'" 

The  one  is  inseparably  connected  with  the 
other.  The  cause  of  civilization  and  of  human 
liberty  must  hang  together  with  this  Government, 
in  my  humble  opinion.  We  owe  it  to  ourselves 
in  gratitude  to  a  noble  ancestry,  we  owe  it  to  the 
posterity  which  is  to  succeed  us  that  this  bright 
casket  of  liberty  shall  be  transmitted  to  them  un- 
impaired. This  free  Constitution  of  ours  was 
framed  after  a  long  and  bloody  struggle  by  our 
patriot  ancestors.  We  had  grown  up  and  pros- 
pered under  it, and  had  become,  up  to  the  break- 
ing out  of  this  rebellion,  one  of  the  proudest  and 
most  powerful  nations  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
And  damned  to  everlasting  perdition  be  the  de- 
generate sons  of  noble  sires  who  would  permit 
such  a  bright  and  lovely  heritage  to  pass  from 
them.     [Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  only  for  ourselves  and  for  our 
posterity  who  are  to  come  after  us  upon  this  con- 
tinent that  we  should  maintain  this  struggle. 
Where,  sir,  is  the  hope  of  the  world?  Follow 
the  course  of  the  sun  in  his  annual  circuit  around 
the  heavens;  go  to  the  benighted  portions  of  the 
world;  go  to  the  civilized  and  Christian  parts  of 
the  earth,  where  the  people  are  downtrodden  by 
strong  and  arbitrary  Governments,. and  where  do 
they  look  for  a  model  of  imitation  and  for  help 
and  succor  in  the  days  of  their  trial  ?  Where  but 
to  our  own  hitherto  happy  country,  the  United 
States  of  America;  ay,  sir,  the  United  States! 
This  has  been  to  them  the  beacon-light,  the 
"bright  particular  star,"  which,  like  the  star  in 
the  East  that  appeared  over  the  babe  of  Bethle- 
hem, is  guiding  the  oppressed  of  all  the  earth  to 
the  safe  and  secure  resting-place  of  liberty.  ^ 

Sir,  we  owe  it  not  only  to  ourselves  and  to 
our  posterity,  but  we  owe  it  to  humanity  every- 
where, in  every  country,  beneath  every  clime, 
that  we  maintain  this  struggle  against  traitors 
armed  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Govern- 
ment, until  we  can  come  out  of  it  with  the  stars 
and  stripes  once  more  floating  proudly  not  only 
from  the  dome  of  this  Capitol,  but  from  every 
hill-top  and  in  every  valley  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific  coast,  and  from  the  Penobscot  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  [Applause  from  the 
galleries.]  * 

I  am,  then,  sir,  for  wdr,  in  order  that  when 
peace  does  come  it  may  be  permanent  and  lasting. 
Better  to  fight  to  preserve  our  national  unity  than 
to  go  to  pieces  and  have  thereafter  a  thousand  mul- 
tiplied causes  of  waramong  ourselves.  The  unity 
of  the  nation  once  settled,  the  Constitution  and 
laws  vindicated  and  obeyed,  and  there  will  be  no 
longer  any  cause  of  strife  and  contention  among 
ourselves  and  our  posterity.  We  shall  not  fall  a 
prey  to  the  great  Powers  of  the  earth,  but  feeling 
that  consciousness  Of  strength  which  unity  always 
inspires,  practiced  in  the  art  of  war  as  our  people 
will  be,  and  chastened  and  subdued  by  the  terrible 
ordeal  through  which  we  have  passed,  our  Gov- 
ernment and  our  people  will  then  be  able  to  stand 
the  test  of  time  and  defy  the  world  in  arms  against 
us. 

Nor  let  it  be  said  that  there  can  be  no  Union  after 
the  end  of  this  cruel  and  unnatural  civil  war.  Na- 
tions, like  individuals,  are  at  last  governed  by 
their  own  best  intt^sts,  and  the  war  once  term- 
inated there  wj^  be  a  thousand  considerations  of 
mutual  interest  tf)  bind  us  indissolubly  together. 
The  same  motives  which  prompted  ourfather-s  to 
establisii  a  common  Government  and  Union,  v^ill 


operate  with  tenfold  power  on  us  in  restoring  that 
which  we  had  well-nigh  lost.  The  feelings  of 
prejudice  and  of  hate  cannot  last  always;  these 
will  wear  away  with  time,  and  both  parties  having 
learned  the  prowess  and  strength  of  each  other, 
will  in  the  future  cultivate  in  a  higher  degree 
those  sentiments  of  mutual  respect  and  forbear- 
ance which  are  so  essential  to  the  peace  of  the 
country  and  the  good  order  of  society. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  history  of  the  world.  Every- 
body for  peace,  and  yet  men  engaged  in  perpetual 
war.  Other  nations  have  had  the  same  trials  as 
those  which  are  now  unhappily  upon  us.  They 
have  been  rent  and  torn,  by  civil  wars.  But  at 
last  the  powerful  motive  of  self-interest  has  con- 
trolled, and  peoples  apparently  forever  alienated 
have  united  and  lived  happily  together.  The 
States  of  ancient  Greece  after  many  civil  wars 
did  not  hesitate  to  unite  to  drive  back  the  Persian 
invader.  The  border  wars  between  England  and 
Scotland  lasting  for  centuries  were  finally  settled, 
in  peace  and  in  union,  and  under  the  same  mon- 
arch. The  bloodiest  page  of  English  history  is 
the  fierce  struggle  recorded  between  the  houses  of 
York  and  Lancaster,  yet  these  wars  at  last  term- 
inated, and  the  white  and  red  roses  were  happily- 
blended  together.  Similar  illustrations  may  be 
found  running  all  through  the  history  of  our  race, 
amongthe  Jews,  the  Romans,  the  Spaniards, the 
Germans,  and  nearly  all  carrying  along  with  it 
the  encouraging  idea  that  civil  wars  are  not  ne- 
cessarily fatal  to  the  peace  of  those  who  are  en- 
gaged in  them,  nor  to  union  and  harmony  when 
these  unhappy  conflicts  have  ended. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  well  aware  of  the  discon- 
nected nature  of  the  remarks  which  I  am  address- 
ing to  the  House  on  this  occasion,  and  1  will  de- 
tain the  House  but  a  few  moments  longer.  How 
shall  the  Union  be  restored  when  we  shall  have 
broken  the  military  power  of  the  confederate 
States?  We  hear  a  great  deal  about  extermina- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Smith] 
has  spoken  of  "subjugation,  emancipation,  ex- 
termination." These  "harps  of  a  thousand 
strings"havebeen played  upon  prettyextensively 
here.  We  have  heard,  too,  of  confiscation  not 
only  of  the  property  of  the"  rebels,  but  of  their 
children,  and  of  that  other  doctrine  of  "misce- 
genation." [Laughter.]  1  believe  that  is  what 
they  call  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  entire  confidence  not  only 
in  the  patriotism,  but  also  in  the  liberality  and 
the  wise  statesmanship  of  the  people  of  the  loyal 
States  of  this  Union;  and  in  making  this  remark 
I  apply  it  to  all  parties.  I  believe  that  when  the 
military  power  of  the  rebel  States  is  broken,  the 
most  liberal  terms  will  be  offered  to  the  soutliern 
people  consistent  with  our  duty  to  the  Govern- 
ment whose  authority  and  integrity  we  are  de- 
fending, and  consistent  vi'ilh  those  just  responsi- 
bilities and  burdens  which  must  fall  and  rest  upon 
those  wicked  men  who  have  been  instrumental  in 
inaugurating  and  carrying  on  this  most  causeless 
and  unholy  rebellion.  I  have  never  believed  that 
this  war  would  result  in  the  extermination  or  deg- 
radation or  exile  of  the  masses  of  the  people  of 
the  South,  or  the  robbery  of  their  property;  nor 
have  I  ever  believed  that  it  would  result  in  uni- 
versal emancipation-,  without  providing  ample  and 
liberal  compensation  to  loyal  owners  of  this  de- 
scription of  property,  and  in  giving  them  full  time 
to  dispose  of  an  institution  long  established  among 
them,  and  the  sudden  annihilation  of  which  rnight 
lead  to  the  most  disastrous  conseq^^ences  both  to 
the  white  and  to  the  black  race.  I  speak  of  the 
masses  who  have  been  misled;  for  I  believe  that 
all  parties  agree  that  the  leaders  in  this  strife,  the 
men  who  set  on  foot  this  rebellion,  should  be 
brought  to  condemnation  and  punishment,  either 
in  meting  out  to  them  the  full  penalty  of  the  law, 
or  by  forcing  them  to  leave  the  country. 

But,  sir,  the  work  that  we  have  first  to  do  is 
to  break  and  destroy»their  military  power.  Until 
this  is  accomplished  it  is  idle  to  talk  about  res- 
toration. This  is  the  first  thing  to  be  done,  and 
there  ought  not  to  be  two  opinions  upon  that  ques- 
tion between  any  two  loyal  men,  no  matter  what 
party  they  may  belong  to.  Were  it  not  for  a  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  individuals  to  promote 
the  interest  of  this  or  that  party,  of  this  or  tliat 
candidate  to  the  presidential  office,  there  is  no 
good  reason  why  luglit  tenths  of  the  members  of 
this  House  should  not  agree  upon  a  liberal,  en- 
lightened tJ3tntesmanlike,nnd  constitutional  policy 
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for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing  this  rebellion 
and  reestablishing  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

There  may  be  some  peace  men  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  ns  the  gentleman  from  Oliio  [Mr. 
Long]  has  avowed  himself  to  be,  and  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood] 
has  avowed  himself  to  be.  There  may  be  some 
men  (I  cannot  designate  them  myself)  who  are, 
per  se,  disunionisis,  and  have  been  these  many 
years;  because  we  know  that  there  are  such  in  the 
jNorth  as  well  as  in  the  South;  and  we  know  that 
there  are  some  men  who  claim  now  to  be,  par 
excellence,  the  Union  men  of  the  country,  who 
doubt  the  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  every  man 
who  happens  to  differ  with  them;  and  yet  but  a 
few  years  ago  they  were  "singing  psalms"  to 
disunion.  But  a  few  years  ago  they  were  pray- 
ing for  disunion,  simply  because  there  happened 
to  exist  in  the  country  an  institution  that  was  ob- 
noxious to  their  sensibilities,  and  their  opinion 
of  right.  Sir,  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  Union- 
ism of  such  men;  and  when  I  see  them  sneaking 
around  this  Capitol,  with  the  blood  of  this  rebel- 
lion smelling  upon  their  garments  and  dripping 
from  their  skirts,  I  cannot  repress  that  indigna- 
tion which  every  true  patriot  ought  to  feel  against 
all  those  who  have  been  in  any  way  instrumental 
at  any  time  in  inciting,  promoting,  or  in  any  way 
encouraging  this  rebellion. 

Sir,  1  refer  to  the  radical  abolitionists  of  the 
John  Brown  and  Phillips  school,  who  have  never 
manifested  any  respect  for  the  laws  or  any  love  for 
the  Constitutiori  of  their  country,  and  I  take  this 
occasion  to  say  that  the  coiintiy  has  almost  as 
much  to  fear  from  tlie  example  and  teachings 
of  these  radicals  as  from  the  rebels  who  are  in 
arms  almost  within  sight  of  this  Capitol.  Sir,  we 
have  traitors  in  the  North  as  wellas  in  the  South. 
But  1  thank  God  I  have  believed  and  still  believe 
that  they  are  few  in  number  outside  of  the  rebel- 
lion. The  Republican  party  proper  I  have  looked 
upon  as  an  anti-slavery  party  in  the  just  sense 
of  the  term,  and  according  to  those  principles 
which  wert!  avowed  by  such  men  as  Washington, 
Jefr«rson,and  Madison,  and  other  fathers  of  the 
Republic  when  they  laid  the  foundations  of  free 
governmenton  this  continent.  They  were  anti- 
slavery  then;  they  regarded  the  institution  of  sla- 
very as  a  great  evil,  and  under' the  Constitution 
and  according  to  the  forms  of  law  they  looked  to 
and  desired  its  gradual  extinction  in  this  country. 
But  they  were  willing  to  leave  this  question  to 
the  patience,  the  sound  judgment,  and  the  jiatri- 
otism  of  their  posterity;  and  but  for  those  peslif- 
erou.smen,  the  radical  abolitionists  of  the  North 
and  the  secessionists  of  the  South,  so  long  work- 
ing in  cooperation,  and  aiming  at  the  same  ob- 
ject, our  unhappy  country  might  have  been  saved 
this  bloody  ordeal,  endangering  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the  Government,  causing  so  many  tears 
to  flow  and  so  many  hearts  to  bleed  in  every  nook 
and  corner  of  the  country. 

But  the  great  middle  class,  of  which  we  arc  the 
Rcpreseiilutives,  the  middle  men  of  all  parties. 
Republican  and  Democratic,  in  the  loyal  States, 
ay,  and  in  the  disloyal  States  too,  are  true  to  the 
core.  They  can  come  up  to  the  dignity  of  the 
subject.  They  can  appreciate  and  do  appreciate 
the  importance  of  the  restoration  and  salvation  of 
the  Government.  All  that  ihey  desire  is  more  of 
broad  and  liberal  statesmanship  on  the  part  of  the 
leaders  of  their  respective  parties,  to  unite,  come 
together,  and  pull  up  by  the  roots  this  accursed  re- 
bellion, and  restore  peace  to  the  land. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  document 
which  I  believe  I  will  read  before  I  take  my  seat. 
It  is  from  the  pen  of  the  present  Chief  iMagistrate 
of  the  nation.  I  know  he  is  not  regarded  as  very 
good  authority  with  some  of  my  friends  around 
me,  and  1  cannot  say  that  he  is  the  best  authority 
witli  me  on  all  questions.  But  1  think  this  is  one 
of  the  soundest  papers  thafehe  has  written  since 
he  came  into  power.  1  thought  so  at  the  time  1 
first  read  it.  1  think  so  yet.  And  I  do  not  see 
why  every  loyal  man  may  not  come  up  to  this 
standard.  It  is  a  letter  addressed  to  Horace  Gree- 
ley some  eighteen  months  ago.  I  know  that  mat- 
ters have  advanced  con.siderably  since  this  letter 
was  written.  Though  not  being  a  very  progres- 
aivc  man,  still  I  have  kept  advancing  "step  by 
step  to  the  music  of  the  Union,"  and  I  have  at 
all  events,  I  believe,  got  up  to  this  letter.  I  will 
read  it  for  the  benefit  of  my  Democratic  friends, 


who  seem  to  be  listening  to  me  with  such  patient 
attention: 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  ^ugxist  23,  1869. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  reail  yours  of  the  19tli,  addressed 
to  myself  tlirou!;li  the  New  York  Tribune.  If  there  he  any 
Etiitonient^  or  as.suniptions  of  fact  wliich  I  may  know  to  be 
erroneous,  I  do  not  now  and  here  controvert  them.  If  there 
be  in  it  any  inferences  which  I  may  believe  to  be  falsely 
drawn,  1  do  not  now  and  here  ar{j;ue  against  them.  If 
there  be  perceptible  in  it  an  impatient  and  dictatorial  tone, 
I  waive  it  in  deference  to  an  old  friend  whose  heart  I  have 
always  supposed  to  be  riglit. 

As  to  tlie  policy  I  "seein  to  be  pursuing,"  as  you  say, 
X  have  not  meant  to  leave  any  one  in  doubt.  I  would 
save  the  Union.  I  would  save  it  the  shortest  way  under 
the  Constitution.  The  sooner  the  national  authority  can 
be  restored  tlie  nearer  the  Union  will  be  "the  Union  as  it 
was."  If  there  be  those  who  would  not  save  the  Union 
unless  they  could  at  the  same  time  save  slavery,  I  do  not 
agree  with  them.  If  tliere  be  those  who  would  not  save 
the  Union  unless  tliey  could  at  the  same  time  destroy 
slavery,  I  do  not  agree  with  them.  My  paramount  object 
in  tliis  struggle  is  to  save  the  Union,  and  is  not  either  to 
save  or  to  destroy  slavery.  If  I  could  save  the  Union 
without  freeing  a»!/ slave  I  would  doit;  and  if  I  could  save 
it  by  freeing  all  the  slaves  I  would  do  it;  and  if  I  could 
save  It  by  freeing  some  and  leaving  others  alone,  I  would 
also  do  that.  What  I  do  about  slavery  and  the  colored 
race,  I  do  because  I  believe  it  helps  to  save  this  Union; 
and  what  I  forbear,  I  forbear  because  I  do  not  believe  it 
wouhl  help  to  save  the  Union.  I  shall  do  less  whenever  I 
shall  believe  what  lam  doing  hurts  the  cause,  and  I  shall  do 
more  whenever  I  shall  believe  doing  more  will  help  the 
cause.  I  shall  try  to  correct  errors  when  shown  to  be 
errors  ;  and  I  shall  adopt  new  views  so  fast  as  they  shall 
appear  to  he  true  views. 

1  have  here  stated  my  purpose  according  to  my  view 
oC  official  cluly ;  and  I  intend  no  modification  of  my  oft- 
cxpressecX  personal  wish  that  all  men  everywhere  could  be 
free. 

Yours,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Hon.  Horace  Greelet. 

I  believe  I  might  put  that  to  the  vote  of  my 
honorable  friends  around  me,  and  that  with  the 
exception  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Harris,]  and  perhaps  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  whose  case  we  have  under 
consideration,  it  would  get  a  universal  "ay." 
1  do  not  think  that  my  friends  on  the  Republican 
side  will  back  down  from  so  broad  and  liberal  a 
policy  as  is  indicated  in  that  letter. 

Mr.  Speaker,  one  word  further,  and  I  am  done. 
I  have  referred  to  the  immense  interests  at  stake 
in  the  struggle  that  is  now  going  on  between  this 
Governmentand  those  whoare  in  rebellion  against 
it.  Defeat  to  us  is  eternal,  everlasting  disgrace, 
and  dishonor  to  ourselves  and  our  children.  We 
must  succeed.     It  cannot  be  otherwise. 

In  the  mighty  struggle  which  we  suppose  is 
now  impending,  when  a  more  terrible  crash  of 
arms  will  be  felt  than  any  that  has  yet  taken  place 
during  this  terrible  strife,  suppose  that  accom- 
plished general,  the  most  accomplished,  perhaps, 
of  all  the  generals  on  either  side,  at  least  equal  to 
any  in  military  skill  and  pi-owess,  Robert  E.  Lee, 
should  beat  down  our  forces  and  drive  them  back 
across  the  Potomac;  what  then  .'  Are  our  hearts 
to  sink  within  us,  are  we  to  give  up  the  struggle 
in  despair?  Suppose  this  capital  is  taken,  sup- 
pose the  President,  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue, 
is  compelled  to  remove  a  few  hundred  miles  fur- 
ther North,  and  this  Congress  is  compelled  to  go 
elsewhere  for  the  purpose  of  holding  its  sessions. 
Suppose  the  Potomac  is  crossed,  the  Chesapeake 
reached?  Suppose  Baltimore  is  taken ?  Suppose 
they  march  to  the  "Susquehanna,  and  pass  vic- 
torious through  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  will 
you  then  be  contented  to  give  up  tlie  struggle? 
Never,  never!  Stand  by  your  flag!  Stand  by 
yourConstitution  !  Rally  the  powerand  strength 
of  the  loyal  States,  that  have  not  yet  exhibited 
themselves.  Bringout  yourmiddlcclasses;  bring 
out  your  gray-headed  and  gray-bearded  men,  and 
put  (he  Union  at  last  upon  its  real  trial. 

Will  it  take  a  year  longer;  two  years  longer; 
five  years  longer  ?  What  are  years  in  the  history 
of  a  nation;  what  is  time;  what  is  money;  what 
is  blood,  compared  to  the  preservation  and  sal- 
vation of  a  Government  like  this?  Will  you 
say  that  we  have  already  lost  $2,000,000,(100; 
that  we  have  already  lost  five  hundred  thousand 
men,  and  that  you  are  therefore  ready  to  acknowl- 
edge theefl^ort  to  save  the  Union  afailure?  Sir,  here 
are  five  hundred  thousand  more  of  our  sons  to  be 
sacrificed,  and  here  is  a  Govi-rriment  to  be  saved. 
Which  is  of  most  value,  j^2,0p0,000,()00  and  five 
hundred  thousand  men  for  pumng  down  this  rebel- 
lion,or  this  Government?  Will  jipu  weigh  these 
sacrifices  against  the  preservutTon  of  liberty  and 
frc^c  institutions,  for  ourselves,  our  posleritv,  and 
all  who  shall   make  America  their  happy  home? 


God  forbid!  God  forbid  !  We  will  not  give  it  up, 
let  the  war  last  five  years  or  ten  years.  We  will 
continue  it  as  long  as  any  power  remains  in  this 
Government.  And  if  I  could  send  the  same  spirit 
to  those  beautiful  children  with  which  God  has 
blessed  me,  it  would  descend  to  them  from  sire  to 
son,  until  that  flag  which  is  now  streaming  from 
the  dome  of  this  Capitol  shall  wave  over  every 
portion  of  this  once  happy  country,  as  the  flag 
of  a  free,  powerful,  happy,  and  redeemed  people. 

Sir,  if  we  do  not  bring  ourselves  out  of  these 
troubles,  if  we  are  so  degenerate  as  to  permit  a 
Government  like  this  to  die;  if  we  are  such  de- 
generate sons  of  noble  sires  as  to  shrink  from  and 
give  up  such  a  contest,  we  shall  deserve  all  the 
curses  that  will  fall  upon  us.  Let  us  fight  on, 
trusting  in  that  Providence  which  sustained  our 
ancestors.  We  are  in  His  hands,  and  if  we  are 
so  unwortliy  of  the  trust  that  has  been  placed  in 
us  as  basely  to  surrender  it  up,  God  will  see  to 
it  that  this  nation  was  not  born  so  soon  to  die. 

Look  at  the  bright  destiny  that  awaits  this 
country  if  we  can  get  over  the  dark  and  stormy 
sea  that  lies  before  us.  Look  at  the  West,  at  the 
father  of  waters,  upon  which  it  is  my  good  for- 
tune to  live,  antl  a  larger,  brighter,  and  richer 
heritage  than  that  which  lies  east  of  that  mighty 
stream  is  beyond.  Even  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress  we  have  adrnitted  three  new 
States  which  the  enterprise  and  energy  of  our 
sons  have  already  rendered  populous,  extending 
to  the  base  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  In  Nevada 
and  Colorado  and  California  are  to  be  developed 
untold  riches,  which  of  themselves  will  be  the 
means  of  relieving  us  from  the  burdens  which 
will  have  been  brought  upon  us  in  consequence 
of  this  cruel  and  unnatural  war.  Let  us  come 
out  (>f  it,  and  let  the  angel  of  peace  once  more 
spread  his  bright  wings  over  the  continent,  over 
a  free  and  united  people,  and  the  energy  of  our 
masses  will  be  revived  anew.  Like  a  young  giant 
they  will  spring  up  at  a  bound;  their  energies 
renewed,  their  hopes  inspired,  their  prospects 
brightenetl,  they  will  go  forward  in  the  enjoyment 
of  peace,  office  institutions,  and  with  a  success 
altogether  unknown  to  them  in  our  previous  his- 
tory. 

[Here  the  Immmer  fell.] 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
ask  but  a  minute  or  two  longer. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  There  is  no  objection  on 
this  side  of  the  House  to  the  gentleman  having 
the  additional  time  he  asks. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  will  not  detain  the  House  at  this  late  hour.  That, 
sir,  is  the  bright  day  to  which  I  look.  That  is 
the  question  to  which  my  vision  turns.  1  want 
to  see  this  disastrous  war  brought  to  an  honor- 
able close,  and  these  difliculties  adjusted  free  from 
prejudice,  and  by  a  liberal,  enlightened,  wise,  and 
philanthropic  policy  that  will  enable  the  people 
of  all  the  States  to  meet  once  more  in  counsel  to- 
gether upon  terms  of  fraternity  and  equality,  and 
consult  dispassionately  and  sensibly  in  regard  to 
the  true  interests  of  themselves  a»d  their  poster- 
ity. Burying  in  oblivion  the  sad  memories  of  the 
last  few  years,  purified  by  the  misfortunes  and 
calamities  which  unhappily  have  overtaken  us, 
and  relying  with  unshaken  confidence  upon  that 
good  Providence  who  watched  over  the  great  Re- 
public in  its  infancy,  and  a  bright  destiny  still 
awaits  the  American  people.  Our  American  na- 
tionality preserved,  and  with  a  name  known  and 
honored  as  heretofore  throughout  all  the  earth, 
our  Government  will  be  at  once  the  envy  and  ad- 
miration of  mankind.  Beneath  the  broad  regis 
of  a  free  Constitution  and  equal  laws,  with  the 
States  and  the  General  Government  working  in 
harmony  under  the  influence  of  well-adjusted  and 
appropriately  balanced  powers,  our  country  will 
be  the  home  and  the  asylum  of  all  who  seek  to 
cast  their  lot  where  men  are  protected  in  all  their 
rights,  and  where  all  the  avenues  to  honor,  to 
fame,  and  to  usefulness  are  open  to  the  humblest 
citizen  who  has  energy  and  virtue  and  talent  to 
recommend  him. 

Let  our  watchword  be  upward  and  onwart], 
and  oven  during  the  present  generation  of  men 
we  shall  behold  our  Government  the  first  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  Wearing  the  proud  title 
of  American  citizen,  the  rights  of  the  humblest 
man  will  be  rcsjiected  in  every  par.t  of  the  habit- 
able globe.  And  looking  to  our  hitherto  unpar- 
alleled advdticement  in  all  the  elements  of  national 
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prfwer,  in  population, in  wealth,  in  the  intelligpncc 
of  the  masses,  ill  mecliaoical  skill,  in  agricultiual 
intUistry,  and  thn  day  is  not  far  distiint  when  that 
bright  and  beautiful  banner,  the  emblem  of  west- 
ern civilization,  will  have  gathered  upon  its  ample 
foldfSone  hundred  stars,  representing  tliat  number 
of  independent  States  stretcliing  across  the  conti^ 
nent  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  sea,  wearing 
the  proud  motto,  "Epiwribus  Mmwn," and  resting 
secure  within  the  American  Union,  giving  to  all 
that  consciousness  of  strength  which  will  ever 
enable  us  to  strangle  treason  at  home  and  to  repel 
invasion  from  abroad,  and  reassuring  the  world 
that  at  last  the  United  States  of  America  is 

"  The  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave." 

[Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  ROGERS  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to 

Mr.  HOLMAN,  who  moved  that  the  House 
•adjourn. 

'  Mr.  COLFAX.  I  wish  to  give  notice,  as  the 
debate  on  this  question  has  gone  to  an  extent  that 
every  gentleman  must  agree  has  been  liberal,  and 
as,  in  the  last  vote  in  the  House,  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  Mr.  Giddings,  was  censured 
and  virtually  expelled,  he  was  not  allowed  an  op- 
portunity to  spealc,  I  will,  as  soon  on  Thursday 
as  I  get  the  floor,  call  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  agreed  to. 

And  then  (at  half  past  eleven  o'clock,  p.  m.) 
the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  ^pril  14,  1864. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  Tuesday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

ENKOLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  signed  the  enrolled 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  12)  extending  the  time  within 
which  the  States  and  Territories  may  accept  the 
grant  of  lands  made  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
donating  public  lands  to  the  several  States  and 
Territories  which  may  provide  colleges  for  the 
benefit  of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts,"  ap- 
proved July  2,  1862;  which  had  previously,  been 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  com- 
municating a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
dian Affairs  of  the  estimated  amount  required,  to 
defray  the  liabilities  incurred  for  the  subsistence 
of  the  Sioux  and  Winnebago  Indians  removed 
from  Minnesota  to  Dakota,  and  recommending 
an  appropriation  agreeably  to  the  estimates  for 
that  purpose;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  communicating,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  17th 
of  December,  1863,  information  in  relation  to  arm- 
ored vessels,  their  eflrciency,  capability,  and  the 
services  which  may  have  been  renderexl  by  them, 
and  especially  as  to  operations  in  the  harbor  of 
Charleston;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  conduct  of  the.  war,  and  ordered  to  bfe 
printed  without  the  accompanying  documents! 
ci .  PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

-'  Mr.  HARRIS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Buffalo  tmd  State  Line  Railroad  Company,  re- 
monstrating against  the  extension  of  the  Good- 
year patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized 
India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  women 
of  the  United  States,  praying  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  all  persons  of  African  descent  held  to  in- 
voluntary service  or  labor  in  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  slavery 
and  freedmen. 

He  ahso  presented  the  memorial  of  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  Fitchburg  and  Worcester 
Railroad  Company,  remonstrating  against  the  ex- 
tension of  Goodyear's  patent  for  the  manufacture 
of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  a  memoriaf  of  the 
president  of  tjie  New  London  and  Northern  Rail- 
road Company, a  memorial  of  officers  of  the  New 
Haven  and  Nortluunpton  Railroad  Company, and 


a  memorial  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail- 
road Company  and  Norwich  and  New  York 
Transporiation  Company,  remonstrating  against 
the  extension  of  Goodyear's  patent  for  the  manu- 
facture of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington,  and  duincy  Railroad 
Company,  remonstrating  against  the  extension  of 
Goodyear's  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcan- 
ized India  rubber;  which  was  referred  totheCom- 
•mittee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  DIXON  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
president  of  the  Naugatuck  Railroad  Company, 
and  a  memorial  of  the  president  of  the  Hartford 
and  New  Haven  Railroad  Company,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  extension  of  Goodyear's  patent 
for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India  rubber; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committeeon  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  presented  the  petition  of 
Thomas  J.  Galbraith,agent  for  the  Sioux  Indians 
of  Minnesota,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  all  re- 
sponsibility for  property  destroyed  by  the  Sioux 
Indians  on  the  18th  of  August,  1862,  and  that  the 
accounRng  officers  of  the  Treasury  may  be  au- 
thorized to  adjust  and  settle  his  accounts  upon 
the  principles  of  equity ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  in  favor  of  the  payment 
of  a  bounty  of  $100  to  the  two  years'  volunteers 
from  that  State;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aff"airs  and  the  Militia,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  president 
of  the  Northern  Railroad  Companyof  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  Good- 
year's  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized 
India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  CLARK  presented  four  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Stralham,  New  Hampshire,  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  such  an  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  as  will  forever  prohibit  its 
existence  in  any  portion  of  our  country;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  POMEROY  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
Beeson,L.  P.  Peaslee,  and  A.  D.Ruggles,  a  com- 
mittee appointed  at  a  public  meeting  held  in  the 
city  of  Washington  ,  District  of  Columbia,  pray- 
ing for  the  adoption  of  measures  to  insure  justice 
in  the  administration  of  Indian  aff'airs,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  the  various  Indian  tribes;  and 
recommending  that  commissioners  be  appointed 
to  attend  Indian  councils  to  be  held  at  important 
points,  to  hear  from  the  various  Indian  tribes  a 
statement  of  theirgrievances;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aff'airs. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
president  of  the  Cleveland,  Columbus,  and  Cin- 
cinnati Railroad  Company,  remonstrating  against 
the  extension  of  Goodyear's  patent  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  president 
of  the  Sandusky,  Mansfield,  and  Newark  Rail- 
road Company,  and  the  president  of  the  San- 
dusky, Dayton,  and  Cincinnati  Railroad  Com- 
pany, ani  a  memorial  of  the  president  of  the 
Central  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  remonstrating 
against  the  extension  of  the  Goodyear  patent 
for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India  rubber; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  HOWE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  an  appropri- 
ation to  improve  the  entrance  into  Fojc  river  from 
Green  bay;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
president  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Company,  remonstrating  against  the  extension  of 
Goodyear's  patentfor  the  manufacture  of  vulcan- 
ized India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  MORRILL  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Bath,  Maine,  praying  for  such  an  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  as  will  forever  prohibit  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  any  portion  of  our  coun- 
try; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Charles  A. 


Pitcher,  praying  for  compensation  for  the  use  in 
the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia  of 
a  valuable  patent  belonging  to  him;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  presented  a  letter  of  W.  B. 
Sliubrick,  chairman  of  the  Light-House  Board, 
communicating  estimates  of  amounts  required  to 
be  appropriated  to  complete  the  light-house  works 
at  Racine  and  MilwauT<ee,  Wisconsin;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLARK  presented  a  memorial  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Wilton  Railroad  Company,  remon- 
strating against  the  extension  of  the  Goodyear 
patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India 
rubber;  which  vyas  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  COWAN  presented  three  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  increased  rail- 
road facilities  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  COWAN.  A  few  days  ago  I  presented 
a  memorial  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Philadel- 
phia, praying  for  the  erection  of  a  pier  at  Lewes 
in  Delaware,  which  was  i-eferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs.  1  now  move  that  that 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  that  memorial  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  as  I  understand 
that  another  memorial  of  a  like  character  has 
heretofore  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Tiie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADMISSION  OF  NEBRASKA  AS  A  STATE. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  move  now  to  take  up  the  bill 
to  enable  the  people  of  Nebraska  to  form  a  State 
government. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  object.  Idesire  tohavea  vote 
upon  the  resolution  introduced  by  me  some  time 
ago  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Yocum;  and  if  the 
Senate  will  come  to  a  vote  upon  that  resolution  I 
think  it  can  be  done  without  debate.  I  shall  have 
no  objection  to  any  course  that  the  honorable 
Senator  or  anybody  else  may  propose. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  suppose  the  bill  will  not  take 
long;  we  had  it  up  the  other  day  and  discussed  it. 
I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any  further  debate 
upon  it.  My  opinion  is  that  the  Senate  is  ready 
now  to  pass  the  bill  without  discussion,  and  if  the 
Senate  will  let  me  get  it  up  I  think  it  will  soon 
be  got  out  of  the  way.  If  the  people  of  Nebraska 
are  to  be  authorized  to  form  a  State  government 
the  authority  ought  to  be  given  soon,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  do  it  in  season. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  dislike  exceedingly  to  interfere 
with  the  request  of  the  honorable  Senator;  but  I 
move  to  take  up  the  resolution  to  refer  the  case  of 
Yocum  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  merely 
for  a  vote,  a"nd  when  that  is  disposed  of  by  a  vote, 
without  another  word  of  debate  I  promise  the 
honorable  Senator  and  all  other  gentlemen  that  I 
will  not  interfere  with  them. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  is  firstin  order  unless  he  with- 
draws it.    • 

Mr.  WADE.  I  do  not  think  I  ought  to  with- 
draw it,  because  I  feel  certain  the  bill  will  take 
very  little  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
14|)  to  enable  the  people  of  Nebraska  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  of  Mr,  DOOLITTLE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  themcssageof  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  communicated  5t  the  iliird  session  of  the  Thiity- 
Seveiith  Congress, in  relation  tolndiaii  barbarities  in  Min- 
nesota, be  taken  from  the  files  of  llic  Senate  and  referred 
to  the  C(mimittee  on  Indian  Aflaii-s. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  127) 
to  authorize  the  transfer  of  indictments  from  the 
district  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States, 
reported  adversely  thereoii;. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK,  from  the  Committte  on  the 
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Jltwiiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  300)  to  aini-iid  ui^  actentiiled  "An  act  jiie- 
iBcribing  tlie  times  and  places  for  holding  terms 
of  the  circuit  courts  for  the  districts  of  Iowa',  Min- 
xesotn,  and  Kansas, "approved  January  13, 1863, 
reported  adversely  thereon. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  62)  fixing  certain  rules  and  regulations  for 
preventing  collisions  on  the  water,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  from  the  Cammittee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  was  referred  amotion  to  print  five 
thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  relation 
to  the  Florida  expedition,  reporledinfavor  of  the 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WlLKlNSdl'^,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  Louis  Roberts,  praying  for  indemnifi- 
cation for  goods  destroyed,  submitted  a  report 
accompanied  by  a  bill  (S.  No.  234)  for  the  relief 
of  Louis  Roberts.  Tlie  bill  was  read  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

RAILUOAD  GRANT  TO  KANSAS. 

Mr.  HARDING..  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lantls,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  101) 
amendatory  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  a  grant 
of  lands  to  the  State  of  Kansas,  in  alternate  sec- 
tions, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  rail- 
roads and  telegraphs  in  said  State;"  a  bill  (S. 
No.  121)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  a 
grant  of  lands  to  the  State  of  Kansas,  in  alternate 
sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  rail- 
roads and  telegraphs  in  said  State,"  approved 
March  3,  18G3;  a  bill  (S.  No.  182)  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  for  a  grant  of  lands  to  the 
State  of  Kansas,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  certain  railroads  and  tele- 
graphs in  said  State;"  and  a  bill  (S.No.  200)  for 
a  grant  of  lands  to  the  State  of  Kansas  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  the  Osage  and  Cottonwood 
Valley  railroad  in  said  State,  have  directed  me  to 
report  a  new  bill  as  a  substitute  for  all  of  those 
bills. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  233)  making  an  additional 
grant  of  lands  to  the  Slate  of  Kansas  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  railroad  and  telegraph  lines  was 
read, and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  1  have  certain  amend- 
ments that  I  shall  propose  to  that  bill  when  it 
comes  before  the  Senate  for  consideration ,  which 
I  a.slc  to  have  printed. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 

FRENCU  SPOUATIONS  KEPORT. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  to  print  three 
thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  in  regard  to  the 
French  spoliation  claims,  have  directed  me  to  re- 
port in  favor  of  the  motion,  and  to  ask  for  its 
present  consideration.  The  reason  why  I  want 
It  acted  on  now  is  that  the  type  is  standing,  and 
unless  the  order  be  made  at  once  the  Government 
will  be  at  the  expense,  by  and  by,  of  resetting  it. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  1  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
Senator  what  report  that  is. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  is  a  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson]  to  print  three 
thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
Oiittce  on  Foreign  Relations  upon  French  spoli- 
ations prior  to  1801. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  1  am  not  able  to  see  that 
there  should  be  printed  extra  copies  of  an  ordi- 
uary  report  upon  a  private  claim  or  a  number  of 
private  claims,  his  not  a  question  of  such  general 
interest  that  extra  cojhcs  ought  to  be  published, 
it  seems  to  me. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Well,  sir,  whatever  dis- 
position the  Senate  plca.se  to  make  of  it,  I  shall 
be  satisfied  with.  I'ho  committee  thought,  as  it 
w«B  a  subject  of  so  much  interest,  that  the  report 
ought  to  he  printed.  It  ia  not  by  any  means  a 
private  claim,  but  a  treaty  claim,  and  there  are 
many  persons  all  over  the  commercial  parts  of 
iha  country  who  arc  deeply  interested  in  it.  1 
only  want  to  liave  the  matter  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW  culled  for  the  yeas  and 
oaya,  and  they  wore  ordered. 

Mr.  CON  NESS.  Refore  the  vote  ia  taken 
on  tbiv  motion,  I  should  like  to  hear  from  some 


Senator  the  reasons  why  three  thousand  copies 
of  this  report  of  a  committee  on  the  question  of 
the  French  spoliation  claims  should  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the- Senate.  It  appears  to  me  to 
be  an  act  of  liberality  not  very  wise,  to  say  the 
least  of  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  offered  the  resolution, 
which  has  been  favorably  reported  upon  by  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  from  a  conviction  that  a 
great  many  of  the  peo|de  have  an  interest  in  the 
subject,  but  particularly  because  the  questions 
themselves  are  of  very  great  interest.  The  ques- 
tions in  regard  to  the  obligations  of  the  United 
States  to  make  good  the  losses  sustained  by  those 
who  suffered  from  what  are  called  spoliations  by 
France  prior  to  1801  are  very  important  ones. 
They  involve  the  construction  of  a  treaty  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  they  involve  also 
the  consideration  of  very  many  important  ques- 
tions of  national  law.  Upon  these  questions 
differences  of  opinion  have  prevailed  inthecoun- 
cils  of  Congress  in  the  past,  and  with  persons  of 
differentparties.  Most  of  the  reports,  however, 
that  have  been  made  in  each  branch  of  Congress 
upon  the  subject,  have  been  in  favor  of  the  pay- 
ment of  these  claims.  The  obligation  of  the 
United  States  to  pay  them  is  upon  the' ground 
that  they  being  at  that  time  claims  upon  France, 
were  abandoned  l)y  the  United  States  in  the  treaty 
of  1801,  in  order  to  obtain  on  their  part  a  release 
from  the  obligation,  or  alleged  obligation,  under 
which  the  United  States  were  by  virtue  of  ante- 
cedent treaties. 

The  report  is  quite  an  elaborate  one,  drawn  up 
with  all  the  fullness  which  characterizes  papers 
of  this  description  prepared  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  He  has 
collected  together,  very  accurately,  I  have  no 
doubt,  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  claims. 
He  has  given  the  history  of  the  proceedings  in 
Congress  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive, 
and  has  examined  very  fully  all  the  principles  of 
law  applicable  to  the  questions  which  the  claims 
present.  The  amount  proposed  to  be  allowed  is 
ji5, 000, 000, payable  in  stock;.  I  forget  the  partic- 
ular periods  at  which  the  stock  is  to  be  payable. 
I  think  it  is  due  to  ourselves,  particularly  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  country,  when  we  are 
recommendingan  appropriation  of  so  large  a  sum 
as  |5,000,000,  that  we  should  place  ourselves  right 
before  the  country,  and  I  do  not  know  that  we 
can  do  it  so  effectually  as  by  laying  before  them 
such  a  report  as  is  the  one  made  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  We  are 
in  the  habit  of  printing  reports  from  the  different 
committees  upon  questions  of  much  less  general 
interest,  as  I  think,  than  those  which  belong  to 
this  subject,  and  I  therefore  thought  when  1  of- 
fered the  resolution  (but  it  seems  I  v/as  mistaken) 
that  there  would  be  almost  a  unanimous  agree- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Senate  that  some  addi- 
tional copies,  if  not  to  the  extent  of  three  thousand 
to  some  greater  extent  than  are  usually  printed, 
should  be  published  of  this  report. 

Mr. TRUMBULL.  1  do  not  propose  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  ability  of  this  report,  as  I 
have  not  read  it,  or  of  the  profiriety  of  paying  these 
French  claims  which  have  been  before  Congress 
for  a  generation,  and  perhaps  two  or  three  ger)e- 
rations,and  have  been  discussed  here  repeatedly. 
But  this  is  a  question  of  printing,  not  the  usual 
number  of  copies  which  are  always  printed  of 
every  report,  and  whicli  will  be  printed  of  this  re- 
port, I  presume.  Some  fifteen  hundred,  I  think, 
are  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  and  halfa  dozen  copies  or  more 
for  each  Senator  and  Representative.  The  only 
object  of  printing  extra  copies  of  any  of  the 
public  documents  or  reports  is  to  circulate  them 
among  the  people.  Now,  does  anybody  suppose 
there  is  a  demand  in  this  country  from  the  people 
for  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  committee  in 
relation  to  the  allowance  of  these  French  claims? 
Does  anybody  suppose  that  these  extra  copies 
will  be  read?  I  do  r>ot  expect  any  demand  for 
them  from  my  constituents.  Probably  the  French 
claimants  who  arc  pressing  these  claims,  and  who 
have  been  pressing  them  for  two  or  three  genera- 
tions |)ast,  would  like  to  sec  the  argument  niddc 
in  fuvor  of  their  allowance.  It  may  be  compli- 
mentary to  them  to  send  them  copies  of  this  re- 
port, but  so  far  as  legislation  is  concerned,  we 
shall  have  copies  of  the  report,  as  many  as  any 
of  us  want,  and  wo  can  all  read  it  and  understtuid 


it.  I  trust  the  Senate  will  not  vote  to  print  extra 
copies  of  this  report.  I  can  see  no  occasion  for  it. 
It  is  a  small  matter,  it  is  true.  I  do  not  suppose 
it  will  cost  a  great  deal,  but  there  has  been  very 
much  said  about  the  extravagance  of  printing  since 
1  have  been  a  member  of  Congress. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  is  only  one  con- 
sideration which,  in  my  judgment,  would  justify 
the  printing  of  this  extra  number  of  copies.  These 
are  old  claims,  as  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois; and  I  can  say  to  the  Senate  that  I  have  the 
fortune  or  misfortune  to  be  personally  interested 
in  them;  that  is  to  say,  a  portion  of  one  claim  of 
the  kind  comes  down  to  me  in  the  position  in 
which  I  stand  under  a  will.  I  have  examined  the 
claims,  and  I  have  no  question  that  they  are  as 
just  and  honest  claims  as  ever  were  presented  to 
any  Congress.  They  have  been  reported  upon 
favorably  some  eighteen  or  twenty  times  in  dif- 
ferent Congresses  at  different  periods,  and  always 
kept  alive.  I  believe  there  never  were  more  than 
one  or  two  reports  against  them.  The  bill  for 
their  payment  has  passed  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress several  times,  but  only  twice  at  the  same 
session,  and  in  both  those  cases  the  bill  was  ve- 
toed by  the  Presidents  on  grounds  which  they 
stated,  one  because  it  did  not  make  sufficient  pro- 
vision, and  the  other  because  he  thought  we  had 
not  money  enough. 

Here  is  another  report  made.  The  matter  has 
gone  out  of  the  public  mind.  Nobody  out  of  Con- 
gress, and  very  few  in  Congress,  except  the  heirs 
of  persons  interested,  now  know  much  about 
the  subject.  The  bill  proposes  to  appropriate 
15,000,000.  I  think  that  if  !he  bill  is  to  be  acted 
upon  and  passed,  it  would  be  well  that  the  public 
prints  should  have  possession  of  the  facts,  that 
they  should  know  what  the  facts  are  on  which  the 
bill  is  founded,  in  order  that  the  public  may 
understand  it.  I  think  that  is  the  only  way  in 
which  they  can  be  got  to  understand  it;  and  if 
Senators  think  it  right,  and  I  believe  the  Senate, 
if  they  come  to  hear  it  and  discuss  it  will  pass  the 
bill,  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  copy  of  the  bill 
and  report  furnished  to  the  different  presses  of  the 
country  in  order  that  the  question  may  be  under- 
stood. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Would  not  the  ordinary 
number  be  enough  for  that? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  No,  the  ordinary  num- 
ber would  not  be  enough  for  that.  That  is  the 
only  ground  on  which  1  act.  I  do  not  think  as  to 
anything  else  it  is  of  the  slightest  consequence  in 
the  world,  because  it  is  of  interest  to  nobody  but 
the  claimants.  If  the  Senate  think  it  worth  while 
to  print  any  particular  number  for  the  purpose  I 
have  stated  to  put  in  the  hands  of  the  press,  in 
order  that  the  matter  may  be  understood  and  ex- 
plained, very  well.  There  is  no  other  reason  for 
it  in  my  judgment. 

Mr!  ANTHONY.  Thccostof  thisprinting  will 
be  less  than  JJ300.  The  gentlemen  from  the  west- 
ern States  are  not  aware  of  the  great  interest  that 
is  felt  in  this  matter  in  most  of  the  commercial 
States.  1  could  send  twenty  copies  of  this  report 
to  my  constituents  in  my  little  State  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  matter;  and  certainly  if  men  think 
they  have,  as  I  believe  they  have  a  just  claim  on 
this  Government,  it  is  at.  leapt  fair  to  let  Uiem 
know  what  a  committee  of  one  branch  of  'Con- 
gress has  decided  upon  the  subject.  This  re- 
port is  exceedingly  elaborate  and  able.  There 
have  been  a  great  many  reports  written  on  the 
subject  heretofore;  and  this  contains  all  the  in- 
formation and  all  the  facts  and  all  the  law,  and 
is  the  starting-point  from  which  thequcstion  will 
be  discussed.  It  ought  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  people;  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  report 
has  been  printed  at  this  session  that  will  have  a 
greater  interest  to  those  who  are  concerned  in  it; 
and  they  are  a  very  respectable  and  very  consid- 
erable number  of  people.  I  ihink  we  have  wasted 
time  enough  on  this  matter;  and  1  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  was  astonished  when 
the  proposition  was  made  to  print  extra  copies  of 
this  report.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  is  quite  right  in  saying  that  it  is  an 
elaborate  report,  at  least  it  is  a  lengthy  report.  I 
understand  that  it  is  a  very  lengtiiy  rcjiort,  and 
to  my  mind  that  would  be  some  olijeclion  to  print- 
ing e.\tra  copies,  because  tlie  length  pf  it  incruusea 
the  cost  of  printing. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.     If  my  friend  will  allow  me,  1 
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will  state  that  I  have  a  copy  of  the  report  in  my 
hand.  It  only  embraces  forty-four  pages.  The 
type  is  set.  It  has  been  the  custom,  1  tliink,  to 
print  extra  copies  of  important  reports  like  this; 
but  I  may  be  mistaken.  I  feel  sure  tiiat  in  the 
other  House  it  is  done.  As  it  embraces  but  forty- 
four  pages,  it  can  hardly  be  called  a  lengthy  re- 
port, and  the  printing  cannot,  1  think,  involve 
even  the  expense  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island 
supposes. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Forty-four  pages  is  not 
a  very  short  report,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  though 
it  might  possibly  be  longer.  But  the  question  is 
this:  does  it  relate  to  a  matter  of  such  public  in- 
terest as  to  justify  us  in  sending  it  before  tiie  coun- 
try at  the  expense  of  the. Government?  I  can  con- 
ceive of  many  cases  in  which  it  is  proper  to  pub- 
lish extra  copies  of  a  report,  such  a  report  as  was 
made  the  other  day  by  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. -Sumner,]  and  the  minority  report 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
BucKALEW.]  Extra  copies  of  that  should  prop- 
erly be  published,  because  it  relates  to  a  proposed 
change  in  the  policy  of  the  Government,  the  aban- 
donment of  the  fugititive  slave  laws,  their  repeal, 
a  declaration  that  the  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion on  that  subject  is  no  longer  to  be  respected. 
That  is  of  such  general  concern  that  as  a  matter 
of  course  extra  copies  ought  to  be  published,  that 
the  public  may  be  informed  what  the  Senate  is 
doing  on  that  public  matter.  But  here  is  a  private 
claim.  It  amounts  to  five  millions,  it  is  true,  but 
tliG  report  relates  to  a  private  claim  and  not  to  a 
policy  of  tlie  Government,  and  I  cannot  see  the 
propriety  of  its  publication  to  so'great  an  extent. 
i  know  that  the  parties  interested  in  the  claim 
would  like  to  read  the  report,  but  they  are  pre- 
sunfied  toknow  themeritsoftheirclaiin  inadvatice. 
Will  the  Senators  who  advocate  the  publication 
of  an  increased  number  of  this  report  say  that  the 
claimants  themselves  are  now  ignorant  of  the  mer- 
its of  their  claim,  that  they  want  to  be  informed 
by  the  report  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts? 
It  is  to  be  presumed  that  they  knew  in  advance 
what  their  claim  was,  and  I  cannot  conceive  that 
any  other  parties  are  interested  in  the  controversy 
except  the  public  so  far  as  the  amount  to  be  ap- 
propriated is  concerned. 

The  fact  that  similar  reports  have  been  pub- 
lished at  other  sessions  is  an  argument  against 
publishing  this,  for  I  do  not  presume  it  will  be 
claimed  that  this  report  can  be  much  other  than 
a  compilation  of  old  reports.  Are  new  facts  in- 
troduced? Do  Senators  say  that  new  facts  have 
been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  or 
tliat  a  new  view  of  the  law  of  the  case  has  been 
presented  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts? 
That  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  when  this  question 
has  been  discussed  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  in 
this  body  and  report  after  report  has  been  pub- 
lished. We  want  this  report,  as  Senators,  to  vote 
upon  the  question.  Why  we  should  send  out 
extra  copies  to  tiie  country  1  am  not  able  to  see. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  23,  nays  19;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Antliony,  Davis,  Dixon,  Fessenden, 
Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  I'lowe,  Johnson,  Morgan,  Mor- 
rill, Nisinitli,  Uiimsey,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Sprague,  Sum- 
ner, Vmi  Winlile,  Wade,  VVillcinson,  Willey,  Wilson, 
and  Wri^'lu— 2S. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Burkalew,  Carlile,  Chandler, 
Collanier,  Conness,  Cowan,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harding,  Har- 
lan, llcndriclcs,  Howard,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kan- 
sas, Poineroy,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  and  Trumbull— 19. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 
TUEATY  RELATIVE  TO  UUDSOn's  BAY  qOMPANY. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  be  good 
enough  to-proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate 
bill  No.  187,  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  with 
her  Britannic  Majesty,  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations.  I  am  Sure  it  will  not 
occasion  debate.     I  move  that  it  be  taken  up. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S.  No. 
187)  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  her  Britannic  Majesty  for  the 
final  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  and  Puget  Sound  Agricultural  Companies, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  provides  for  the  appointment  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
und  consent  of  the  Senate,  of  a  commissioner, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  conjointly  with  the  com- 
missioner appointed  by  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Government  to  investigate,  adjust,  and  determ- 


ine the  claims  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
and  of  the  Puget  Sound  Agricultural  Company 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  pur- 
suant to  the  terms  of  a  treaty  signed  at  Wash- 
ington on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1863;  and  the  com- 
missioner may  appoint  a  clerk,  with  a  compensa- 
tion at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  a  day.  The  com- 
pensation of  the  commissioner  is  to  be  $5,000  in 
full  for  his  services  and  personal  expenses.  The 
commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
in  conjuction  with  the  commissioner  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  is  to  make  all  needful  rulesand 
regulations  for  conducting  the  business  of  the 
commission;  such  rules  and  regulations  not  con- 
travening the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  or  the  stipulations  of 
tiie  treaty.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  to  trans- 
mit to  the  commission  such  papei-s  or  records 
relating  to  the  business  of  the  commission  as  he 
may  deem  proper  or  as  may  be  called  for  by  the 
commissioner;  and  at  the  close  of  the  commis- 
sion, and  of  the  duties  of  the  umpire,  all  the  rec- 
ords, documents,  and  all  other  papers  which  may 
have  been  presented  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States  are  to  be  returned  to  the  Department  of 
State. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

BILL  IlfTRODUCED.      * 

Mr.  CliANDLER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.No. 
232)  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  concerning 
commercial  intercourse  between  loyal  and  insur- 
rectionary States,  and  to  provide  for  the  collection 
of  captured  and  abandoned  property,  and  the  pre- 
vention of  frauds  in  States  declared  in  insurrec- 
tion; which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

PRINTING  OF  BILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MORRILL,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  (S.  No.  222)  extending  the  juris- 
diction of  the  district  courts,  and  the  bill  (S.  No.  223)  to 
regulate  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade  on  the  northern, 
northeastern,  and  northwestern  frontiers  of  tlie  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,  be  printed. 

WILLIAM  YOCUM, 

Mr.  WILSON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  the  Senate  the  papers  in  the  case  of  William  Yo- 
cum,  now  confined  in  the  penitentiary  at  Alb.-jny,  New 
York,  together  with  the  record  of  the  court  before  which 
the  said  Yocum  was  tried  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment. 

LIGHT-HOUSES   IN  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  D©OLITTLE  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  re- 
quested to  inquire  and  report  what  additional  appropri- 
ations may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  light-house  works 
at  Milwaukee  and  Racine,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

RETURN  OP  REFUGEE  INDIANS. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  llle  Senate  the  reasons,  if  any 
e.xist,  why  the  refugee  Indians  in  the  State  of  Kansas  are 
not  returned  to  their  homes. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  151)  making  appropriations  for 
the  naval  serviceforthe  yearending  June30, 1865. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Foster 
in  the  chair.)  Two  amendments  adopted  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  have  been  reserved  for 
a  separate  vote,  the  other  amendments  made  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  having  been  already 
concurred  in  by  the  Senate.  The  first  of  the  two 
amendments  upon  which  a  separate  vote  has 
'been  asked  will  now  be  read. 

The  Secretary  rend  the  firs*  reserved  amend- 
ment, to  insert  after  line  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  the  following  clause: 

For  the  purchase  and  pn'pnratioii  of  a  site  for  a  cemetery 
fnr  the  Navy  ami  marine  corps  near  Philadelphia,  $2U,00(). 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  asked  for  a  separate 
vote  on  that  amendment  in  order  that  I  might  put 
a  question  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  in  regiud  to  it.     1  ask  him  whether 


#20,000  is  not  a  large  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  for  this  purpose?  I  do  not  know 
how  near  it  is  to  be  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  not  examined  the  subject,. 
at)d  know  nothing  about  it  except  from  the  letter 
of  Admiral  Smith.  He  says  it  will  cost  |il5,000 
to  buy  a  lot  and  $5,000  to  prepare  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  strikes  me  that  this  ia 
a  pretty  large  sum  to  expend  for  a  cemetery.  I 
had  hoped  that  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee would  be  able  to  give  us  someinfomiation 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  know  nothing  about  it  except 
from  the  statement  of  Admiral  Smith.  He  says 
that  owing  to  the  war  and  the  great  number  of 
sailors  and  marines  that  go  to  the  Naval  Asylum 
at  Philadelphia  and  die  there,  their  present  ac- 
commodations for  a  cemetery  are  altogether  insuf- 
ficient, and  they  want  a  new  one,  and  he  thinks 
that  p5,000  will  be  as  little  as  they  can  get  a  lot 
for,  and  that  it  will  take  ^5,000  more  to  prepare 
it,  to  build  walls,  &c. 

Mr.  FESSENDE-N.  I  think  we  had  better  re- 
duce the  appropriation  $5,000.  • 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection 
to  that,  and  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  '♦  $20,000, "and  inserting  "  $15,000." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agieed 
to,  and  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  next  re- 
served amendment  will  be  read. 

The  Secretery  read  the  amendment,  which  was 
to  insert  as  an  additional  section: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  United  Slates  Naval 
Academy  shall  be  returned  to  and  established  at  the  Naval     d- 
Academy  grounds  in  Annapolis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
before  the  commencement  of  the  acadeniic  year  in  1865. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  all  after  its  enacting  clause, 
and  inserting: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  appoint  a  board  of 
five  naval  officers  to  eiamine  and  report  upon  the  most 
suitable  place  for  the  Naval  Academy, 

The  amendmeiit  which  was  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  proposes,  for  the  first  time, 
to  establish  the  Naval  Academy  at  a  particular 
place.  It  never  was  established  by  law  at  An- 
napolis. It  did  not  require  any  law  to  remove  it 
to  Newport.  It  does  not  require  any  law  to  carry 
it  back  to  Annapolis.  The  Secretai'y  of  tlig  Navy, 
acting  under  the  President,  has  full  authority  to 
do  that  now.  The  amendment  proposes,  how- 
ever, not  only  to  carry  it  back  to  Annapolis,  but 
to  establish  it  there.  Now,  sir,  if  we  mean  to 
establish  the  Naval  Academy  at  any  particular 
place,  we  ought  to  know  where  is  the  bestplnce. 
I  dare  say  that  you,  Mr.  President,  [Mr.  Poster 
in  the  chair,]  and  your  colleague,  may  think 
New  London  the  tpest  place;  and  the  Senators 
from  New  Jersey  may  think  Perth  Amboy  the 
best  place;  and  I  have  no  doubt  thai  Newport  is 
the  best  place;  but  let  us  ascertain  where  the  best 
place  is  before  we  go  to  the  very  great  expense 
of  removing  the  Naval  Academy,  so  that  the  ques- 
tion may  be  ended,  and,  as  the  Senator  from 
Maine  has  .said,  we  may  be  all  relieved  frorri  its 
discussion.  I  wish  that  Senator,  who  stands  at 
the  door  of  the  Treasury  as  the  aii^d  at  tiie 
portal  of  Paradise  with  a  flaming  sword  in  hi.s 
hand,  to  understand  that  if  the  ainendinent  be 
adopted,  will  take  $500,000  out  of  the  Trons- 
ury.  There  will  be  the  destruction  of  $250,000 
worth  of  military  property,  as  appears  by  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  read  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Military  Committee  the  other  day; 
and  I  undertake  to  say  that  it  will  cost  just  na 
much  to  establish  accommodations  at  Annapolis 
for  four  hundred  pupils,  the  number  now  in  the 
School,  as  it  will  to  erect  such  accommodations 
in  the  city  of  Newport.  But  still  I  am  willing 
that  the  whole  question  shall  be  submitted  to 
those  who  know  most  about  it;  we  certainly  can- 
not profess  to  utiderstand  so  much  about  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  as  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  whole  naval 
corps  to  take  into  his  counsels  upon  this  subject. 
If  all  the  naval  officci's  arc,  as  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  tliinks,  in  favor  of  the  Academy  going  back 
to  Annapolis,  then  it  will  go  back  there  under 
my  pioposition. 

It  will  be  understood,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
adoption  of  the  substitute  I  have  ofiered  will  not 
delay  the  action  contemplated  in  the   original 
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anicnilmeiit  an  liour.  The  nmondment,  nsit  was 
adopted  in  Comtnittee  of  the  Whole,  proposes  to 
removo  tlie  Academy  from  Newport  lo  Annapolis 
six  niontlis  after  the  ndjourninont  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  Now,  I  ask  that  before  the 
next  session  of  Congress  wc  may  have  all  the 
ligiit  upon  the  subject  that  the  Navy  Department 
is  able  to  throw  upon  it;  and  if  it  shall  then  ap- 

Fear,  as  the  Senator  from  Iowa  thinks,  honestly, 
am  sure,  that  the  Academy  had  better  be  re- 
moved back  to  Annapolis,  we  shall  be  deprived 
of  all  argument  on  the  subject  here;  and  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  will  accomplish  his  object  of 
taking  it  out  of  our  discussions. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Will  the  Senator  give 
me  liis  opinion  as  to  how  much  it  will  cost  to 
erect  proper  accommodations  at  Newport  fortius 
large  School.-" 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  do  not  know  whatil  will 
cost;  but  1  think  it  will  cost  no  more  there  than 
it  will  cost  at  Annapolis,  because  the  accommo- 
dations at  Annapolis  were  actually  insufficient  for 
more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  pupils,  and 
now  it  is  necessary  to  have  buildings  for  four  hun- 
dred. My  own  little  experience  in  building  is, 
-that  I  would  rather  build  a  new  house  for  four 
hundred  than  enlarge  an  old  one  for  one  hundred 
and  eighty  so  as  to  accorfimodate  four  hundred. 

Mr.^GRIMES.  Mr.  President,  this  is  simply 
another  proposition  to  keep  the  Naval  Academy 
upon  wheels,  and  to  have  it  constantly  before 
Congress  at  every  session  to  be  log-rolled  about 
and  managed,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  allow  the 
young  men  to  remain  at  Newport,  where  they  are 
liable  to  all  the  temptations  which  were  pointed 
out  here  the  other  day. 

1  have  taken  the  trouble  to  ascertain  something 
about  the  buildings  at  Annapolis  that  the  Senator 
speaks  of.  The  quarter  of  a  million  of  money 
expended  by  the  War  Department  at  Annapolis 
is  not  on  buildings  within  the  Naval  Academy 
grounds.  All  the  work  that  has  been  done  at 
Annapolis  within  the  Naval  Academy  grounds 
is  the  building  of  a  railroad,  the  running  out  of  a 
wharf  into  the  river  at  a  small  'expense,  and  the 
building  of  some  quartermaster's  storehouses 
which  could  be  transferred  to  a  locality  outside  of 
the  grounds  at  an  expense  of  certainly  not  more 
than  $20,000.  I  have  the  report  of  the  naval  car- 
penter who  was  sent  down  to  Annapolis  by  au- 
thority of  the  Navy  Department,  and  who  reports 
that  all  that  will  be  necessary  to  put  the  JNTaval 
Academy  buildings  into  complete  order  for  the 
restoration  of  the  institution  there  is  between 
seventeen  and  eighteen  thousand  dollars.  All 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  build,  in  addition  to 
whatisalready  there, in  ordertoaccommodatefour 
hundred  pupils  in  place  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
that  could  be  accommodated  before  the  School 
was  transferred  from  Annapolis  to  Newport,  is 
another  dormitory.  We  nave  the  recitation 
rooms;  we  have  the  chapel;  we  have  the  observ- 
atory; we  littve  the  hospital;  we  have  all  the 
other  buildings  that  are  necessary  except  the  ac- 
commodation for  the  students  that  will  be  fur- 
nished by  an  additional  dormitory.  Therefore 
ail  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  do  will  be  to  erect 
a  building  that  will  accommodate  perhaps  sev- 
enty-five or  eighty  additional  students  if  we  allow 
only  the  junior  class  to  be  kepton  shipboard,  and 
not  the  two  lower  classes  as  they  are  now  kept. 

The  proposition  of  the  Senator  is,  that  a  board 
of  naval  officers  shall  be  appointed  to  go  around 
the  country  and  see  where  the  Academy  can  best 
be  located.  When  are  they  to  report.'  To  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  I  suppose.  He  says 
thffl  I  shall  obtain  my  end  just  as  soon  by  gelling 
the  Academy  moved  to  some  other  place,  as  1 
would  by  the  ado()tion  of  the  amendment  which 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  Not  at  all.  The  amendment  which 
I  proposed  is,  that  the  Naval  Academy  shall  be 
restored  lo  Annapolis  before  the  commencement 
of  the  academic  year  in  1865.  It  makes  it  aljso- 
lule  that  it  shall  go  back  at  that  time.  I  have  not 
any  doubt  that  in  the  course  of  the  coming  fall  the 
Secretary  of  War  will  discover  that  he  can, without 
any  detrjmi:n t  to  the  public  interest,  surrender  these 
grounds  at  Annapolis,  and  that  the  Academy  will 
be  re.storcd  to  Annapolis  before  the  expiration  of 
the  [)reHcnt  year,  bi.'forc  the  incoming  of  the  next 
ncudumic  year.  As  soon  as-CongrcHS  shall  settle 
and  show  to  the  country  that  its  opinion  is  that 
(he  Academy  should  be  restored  to  its  old  place,  1 


am  satisfied  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  will  direct  that  it  sliall 
be  restored  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  1 
have  no  idea  that  it  is  going  to  remain  at  New- 
port until  September,  1865. 

Really,  I  think  that  it  does  become  the  Senate 
to  take  some  affirmative  action  on  this  subject; 
and  1  think  that  it  would  be  a  grateful  tribute  for 
this  body  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  under 
the  circumstances;  and  I  do  not  very  much  ad- 
mire the  persistency  with  which  it  is  attempted 
to  retain  the  Academy  at  Newport,  when  it  was 
only  driven  there  by  stress  of  weather,  as  the 
Senator  himself  admits,  and  when  all  of  the  naval 
officers  who  have  been  connected  with  it  or  are 
connected  with  it  now,  every  man  who  is  at  all 
familiar  with  the  institution,  says  that  Annapolis 
is  the  very  best  place  where  it  can  be. 

Let  me  say  further,  Mr.  President,  that  the  ex- 
pense of  keeping  the  Academy  at  Newport  is  to 
this  Government  more  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year  greater  than  it  could  be  main- 
tained for  at  Annapolis;  and  let  me  say  in  addi- 
tion, that  if  you  had  the  ground  anywhere  el.se 
upon  which  lo  erect  your  buildings,  you  could 
not  erect  as  good  buildings  as  you  have  now  at 
Annapolis,  and  decorate  your  grounds  as  well  as 
they  now  are  for  ^600,000.  Therefore,  every 
principle  ofeconomy,  duty  lo  the  Government,  to 
the  naval  swvice,  and  to  the  young  men  put  under 
our  charge,  and  lo  whom  we  hold  the  relation  of 
guardians,  it  seems  to  me  should  induce  us  to  re- 
ject the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island,  and  lo  concur  in  that  which  was  adopted 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  would  ask  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  what  force  all  the  argument  that  he 
summed  up  in  the  last  few  sentences  of  his  ad- 
dress have  when  Rhode  Island  wants  to  keep  an 
institution  of  this  kind,  having  obtained  it  by 
accidenl.' 

Mr.  GRIMES.  That  depends  upon  whom  the 
arguments  are  addressed  to. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  apprehend  there  can  be 
no  mistake  as  to  whom  the  arguments  are  ad- 
dressed. The  Senator  from'  Rhode  Island  seems 
to  think  they  are  addressed  to  him.  It  appears  to 
me  lo  be  the  clever  thing,  the  proper  act  on  the 
part  of  the  Senators  from  Rhode  Island,  to  say 
"  Let  this  institution  go  where  it  should  go;  let  it 
go  back  whence  it  came;  let  it  go  from  the  con- 
taminating influences  of  a  city;  let  it  go  back  to 
the  State  that,  whether  it  was  disloyal  or  not  at 
one  time,  to-day  sets  the  highest  example  to  every 
part  of  the  country  that  it  is  possible  could  be  set 
by  any  Stale  in  the  Union." 

I  do  not  wish  to  suggest  a  policy  to  the  Senators 
.from  Rhode  Island,  but  under  the  circumstances 
it  appears  to  me  that  I  would  not  risi  here  and 
advocate  the  retention  of  the  institution  there. 
Let  not  this  institution  be  put  out  to  the  highest 
bidder.  Let  us  not  go  all  over  the  Union  to  as- 
certain where  we  may  establish  it.  Let  it  go  back 
to  Maryland  where  it  did  belong,  where  it  no  w  be- 
longs, and  where  it  may  be  properly  established. 

I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of 
this  question.  I  do  not  desire  and  do  not  attribute 
motives  to  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  beyond 
what  are  palpable,  namely,  that  he  desires  to  keep 
this  School  at  Newport,  it  having  reached  there 
by  chance  and  accident.'  I  hope  that  he  will  not 
make  any  further  contest  in  this  matter,  and  that 
we  shall  come  to  a  vole  upon  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Senator  from  Calif(n-- 
nia  assumes  that  I  am  arguing  against  my  con- 
victions of  the  public  good  from  local  consider- 
ations. I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  reply  to 
that. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Oh,  no;  I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  1  certainly  understood  the 
Senator  so. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  think  it  isentirelyconsist- 
cnt,  entirely  possible  for  both  to  agrqe. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Well,  sir,  they  do  agree  in 
this  case.  1  do  not  stand  up  here  to  advocate 
local  interests  agwinst  the  public  good.  I  stand 
up  here  to  ask  of  the  highest  naval  authorities  an 
inquiry,  an  investigation,  and  a  report  as  to  the 
place  where  the  Academy  ought  to  be.  I  am  not 
arguing  for  the  retention  of  the  Academy  at  New- 
port. 1  am  arguing  for  the  ascertainment  of  the 
1)031  place  for  the  pernuuient  location  of  the  Acad- 
emy, mid  Si-nalors  ri'ply  that  I  am  arguing  for 
Ni'wpor!.     To  \>v  sure,  I   tliinl;  Newport  is  the 


best  place,  but  I  desire  to  have  the  opinion  of  those 
men  who  know  more  about  it  than  I  do,  and, 
with  great  deference  to  Senators  in  this  Chamber, 
who  know  more  about  it  than  any  of  us  can  know. 

Not-  shall  I  go  into  the  question  of  the  loyalty 
of  different  States.  I  have  said  nothing  about  the 
loyalty  of  Maryland.  1  admire  as  much  as  any 
Senator  the  position  which  Maryland  holds  be- 
fore the  country  to-day;  but  if  this  question  is  to 
be  decided  upon  considerations  of  loyally,  I  think 
a  State  that  has  always  been  loyal  is  as  well  en- 
titled to  it  as  a  Stale  that  has  just  become  so. 
But  that  is  a  question  I  do  not  care  to  go  into. 

jMr.  CONNESS.  If  the  Senator  will  permit 
me,  I  understood  him  in  the  discussion  here  the 
day  before  yesterday  to  introduce  the  question  of 
the  loyalty  of  Maryland  as  one  of  the  reasons  for 
the  change  when  made;  and  in  introducing  that 
feature  into  the  discussion  I  thought  I  was  but 
referring  to  a  subject  already  introduced  by  the 
Senator. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  A  Senator  said  in  the  de- 
bate the  day  before  yesterday  that  the  Academy 
had  been  seized  by  the  War  Department.  I  said 
no,  the  Academy  had  been  driven  away  by  a 
traitorous  mob.  The  Senator  from  Iowa  denied 
that  there  had  been  any  mob  in  Annapolis.  I 
read  from  the  newspapers  of  the  time  to  prove 
that  there  had  been;  but  I  made  no  remarks  and 
shall  make  no  remarks  in  disparagement  of  the 
State  of  Maryland. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  the  amendment  I  have  offered 
is  a  fair  compromise  of  this  whole  matter,  and  I 
hope  Senators  will  give  me  a  pretty  unanimous 
vote  in  favor  of  it,  as  the  Senate  seems  to  be  very 
good-natured  at  present,  and  refer  this  Question 
lo  those  men  who  know  all  about  it.  Then,  if 
they  decide  againslNewporl,  we  shall  be  entirely 
disarmed  of  our  argument;  and  if  they  decide 
against  Annapolis,  1  think  the  other  side  will  be 
disarmed. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  Everyone  here  can  under- 
stand and  appreciate  the  loftiness  of  the  sentiment 
of  the  Senator  from  California  when  he  claims 
that  the  present  position  of  Maryland  entitles  her 
to  have  this  Academy  restored  within  her  limits. 
That  is  a  lofty,  just,  and  true  sentiment;  and  if 
every  thing  else  were  equal,  it  should  prevail.  The 
Senator  from  Iowa  insists  that  we  ought  to  restore 
this  Academy  to  that  spot;  that  we  have  there 
buildings  and  all  the  accommodations  which  he 
has  enumerated  for  the  purpose.  Why,  sir,  if  I 
understand  the  matter  correctly,  we  have  none  of 
these  things  there  now. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Where? 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  At  Annapolis.  I  mean 
they  are  not  within  ourcontrol  at  the  present  mo- 
ment; and  it  would  be  highly  improper,  perhaps, 
to  dislodge  the  War  Department  from  the  posses- 
sion of  that  locality  at  this  time,  for  the  reasons 
wliicli  have  been  iterated  and  reiterated  during 
this  debate. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  will  inform  him  that  the  Secretary  of  War  is 
critirely  satisfied  with  the  proposition  that  was 
adopted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  day 
before  yesterday. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  Of  course  I  have.^nd  no 
access  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  have  not  in- 
quired about  it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  in- 
formation as  given  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa  is 
correct.  But,  sir,  I  can  see  no  objection  whatever 
to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island.  It  does  not  follow, 
because  the  Naval  Academy  has  been  at  Annap- 
olis and  because  we  have  some  buildings  there, 
selected  as  that  location  was  without  aalhority  of 
law,  that  we  must  forever  continue  those  build- 
ings in  that  spot.  I  would  do  so,  and  would  con- 
tinue the  Academy  there  if  everything  else,  were 
equal,  if  there  were  no  advantages  possessed  by 
any  other  place.  I  do  not  believe  it  will  occa- 
sion any  very  great  injury  to  the  public  service, 
or  any  very  great  expense  during  the  time  which 
i.s  to  be  allowed  by  the  aincndmunt  proposed  by 
ihe  Senator  from  Iowa — the  period  of  eighteen 
months,  during  which  it  is  not  proposed  lo  oc- 
cupy the  grounds  at  Annapolis — to  have  a  board 
of  examiners  lo  look  into  the  merits  of  diflerent 
localities  on  our  seaboard  and  their  adaptation 
and  qualifications  for  the  establishment  of  a  Naval 
School  of  til  is  description,  and  to  have  it  fixed  per- 
manently by  the  enactment  of  a  law. 

i  say  here  frankly  that  if  no  other  spot  can  be 
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found  along  ourseaboaid  possessinsj  superior  ad-, 
vantages  for  the  purposes  of  such  a  School,  I  shall 
be  willing,  and  prompt,  and  ready,  as  an  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  present  position  of  Maryland,  to 
restore  that  Academy  back  to  its  ancient  place. 
I  think  it  would  be  honorable,  I  think  it  would 
be  just  to  do  so;  and  I  think  it  would  be  an  act 
that  would  be  properly  appreciated.  But,  sir,  we 
ought  not  to  do  this  thing  blindly,  in  pursuance 
of  a  mere  sentiment.  We  ought  not  to  do  injus- 
tice to  the  public  service.  We  ought  not  to  ex- 
pend large  sums  of  money  in  one  spot  when  the 
expenditure  of  the  same  orsmaller  sums  of  money 
in  another  locality  would  be  greatly  more  to  the 
advantage  of  such  an  institution  and  the  Navy  at 
large.  It  is  in  this  point  of  view  that  I  intend  to 
sustain  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  in  the 
amendment  which  he  has  offered,  and  which  is 
now  before  the  Senate.  Nothing  can  be  lost  by 
adopting  it.  We  can  act  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  fixed  location  of  this 
Academy  as  well  as  we  can  now.  We  should 
consider  also  that  by  adopting  the  proposition 
of  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  we  may  do  now  what 
we  may  be  required  next  winter  to  undo,  upon 
the  happening  ofsome  contingency  unforeseen  and 
unexpected.  I  think,  therefore,  we  had  perhaps 
better  suffer  the  matter  to  remain  as  it  is,  with  tlie 
passage  of  an  amendment  constituting  a  board  of 
inquiry  to  determine  upon  a  suitable  spot  for  the 
location  of  this  School. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  sentence  which  I  cut  out  from  a  newspa- 
per this  morning.  It  is  partof  our  morning  news. 
I  will  read  it: 

"General  Grant  visited  Washington  again  at  a  late  hour 
on  Monday  niglit,  was  in  coiisnltalion  vvitli  tlie  Secri^ary 
of  War  on  Tuesday,  and  departed  for  Annapolis  on  Tues- 
day evening." 

Itdofcs  notappear  what  General  Grant  has  gone 
to  Annapolis  for.  He  certainly  has  not  gone 
there  for  pleasure  or  pastime.  That  is  not  his 
habit.  He  lias  gone  tliere  for  work,  for  military 
work  in  defense  of  the  Republic.  And  now,  sir, 
coming  to  the  Senate  I  am  met  by  the  question 
whether  the  Senate,  by  its  vote,  will  order  the 
Naval  Academy  to  be  transferred  to  Annapolis 
where  the  papers  of  the  day  announce  the  com- 
mander of  tlie  armies  of  the  United  States  has  been 
actually  in  the  performance  of  his  military  duty. 

I  come  back  to  the  position  which  1  took  the 
other  day  in  this  debate,  that  this  is  not  the  time 
for  Congress  to  pass  upon  this  question.  I  do 
notmean  to  suggest  that  the  Naval  School  should 
not  ultimately  be  brought  back  to  Annapolis..  I 
say  now,  as  I  said  the  other  day,  the  inclination 
of  my  opinion  is  that  it  should  be  brought  back 
there;  but  1  do  say  that  Congress  is  not  now  in  a 
situation  to  pass  upon  the  question.  Who  knows 
what  may  occur  between  now  and  next  year: 
whether  Annapolis  will  be  at  that  time  upon  the 
whole  the  best  blace  for  the  Naval  Academy?  I 
cannot  venture  to  pronounce  upon  that  question; 
and  yet  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
asks  the  Senate  to  pronounce  definitively  on  that 
question. 

Then  Senators  interpose  by  the  argument, 
"Let  us  take  this  whole  question  out  of  the  pol- 
itics of  different  States."  Sir,  permit  me  to  say 
this  is  a  strange  way  to  take  this  question  out  of 
the  politicsof  different  States.  By  a  proposition 
which  is  prospective,  open  to  repeal  during  the 
coming  Congress,  you  positively  keep  it  in  the 
politics  of  different  Stales.  1  borrow  an  expres- 
sion which  has  been  used  on  this  floor.  If  you 
wish  to  take  it  out  of  the  politics  of  different 
Slates,  there  are  but  two  ways  of  doing  it:  one  is 
to  decide  that  it  shall  be  at  New  port,  and  the  other 
is  to  decide  that  it  shall  be  at  Annapolis;  but  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  does 
not  pretend  to  decide  either  way.  It  leaves  ihe 
whole  question  open  for  eighteen  months;  that  is, 
for  eighteen  monthsit  hands  it  over  to  the  politics 
of  different  States.  Senators  will  becharged  mean- 
while with  acting  under  local  prejudice  with  a 
view,  perhaps,  of  obtaining  it  for  their  respective 
States.  That  charge  mustcontinue  until  the  whole 
question.is  definitively  settled.  As  we  are  not  in 
a  condition  to  settle  it  definitively,  I  say  do  not  let 
us  undertake  to  settle  it  at  all. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Mr.  President,  there  may  be 
considerable  force  in  the  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  in  one  view  of  the  case,  and 
that  is,  that  General  Grant  hud  gone  to  Annapolis 


for  some  purpose,  [laughter;]  but  the  paper  this 
morning  informs  us  that  the  general  has  got  back; 
so  I  think  that  argument  ceases.  1  hold  in  my 
hand  the  important  news  that — ■ 

"Lieutenant  General  Grant  returned  to  Washington 
yesterday  evening-  from  a  brief  visit  to  Annapolis." 

I  am  opposed  to  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Rhode  Island  to  go  around  and  scour 
the  country  to  hunt  up  a  place  to  put  this  insti- 
tution in.  I  understand  that  the  place  where  it 
was  formerly  located,  to  wit,  Annapolis,  was  en- 
tirely satisfactory  to  the  country  and  advantage- 
ous to  the  School.  If  that  be  so,  I  submit  it  to 
the  good  sense  of  Senators,  why  should  we  now 
appoint  a  commission  to  go  around  and  find 
another  place  when  we  have  a  perfectly  good  one.' 
Navy  officers  say  that  it  is  so,  and  experience 
demonstrates  it  to  be  true.  It  is  convenient  to 
the  capital,  remote  enough  for  the  good  of  the 
School,  and  was  every  way  acceptable  to  the 
country  before  the  breaking  out  of  this  rebellion. 
There  being  a  disturbance  at  that  time  in  Mary- 
land it  was  deemed  advisable  to  carry  the  School 
to  Newport.  It  was  transferred  there;  but  New- 
port I  understand  is  found  not  to  be  a  good  place 
for  the  School.  I  do  not  understand  the  School 
to  be  flourishing  there  or  conveniently  located, 
and  it  is  found  to  be  desirable  to  remove  it  some- 
where. The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  seems  to  concede  that,  when  it  pro- 
poses, instead  of  keeping  it  at  Newport,  to  form 
a  commission  to  go  around  and  hunt  up  a  place 
at  which  to  put  the  institution. 

Now,  sir,  if  we  have  a  good  place  let  us  re- 
turn it  to  that  place;  and  I  may  say  here — I  say 
it  cheerfully,  I  say  it  gladly^ — I  am  happy  to  be 
able  to  give  a  vote  to  return  this  institution  to  the 
State  of  Maryland.  It  is  true  she  was  disturbed 
at  one  time;  but  she  never  swerved  away  or 
swept  from  her  mooring.  She  always  kept  true  to 
the  Union  in  this  regard,  that  she  cever  seceded. 
She  was  peculiarly  placed  upon  the  borders  of 
the  rebel  States  and  the  loyal  States;  but  there 
were  loyal  people  enough  in  that  State  to  hold 
her  to  the  Union.  I  would  see  to  it  that  those 
loyal  people  should  notsuffer.  I  would  not  pun- 
ish the  loyal  people  of  Maryland  for  their  exer- 
tions to  maintain  their  State  in  the  Union.  1 
would  give  this  institution  back  to  them  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment;  and  if  now  is  the  proper 
time — the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  says  it  is 
not  the  proper  time;  I  think  it  is  the  proper  time 
—  I  would  vote  to  return  it  to  Maryland.  There- 
fore I  am  against  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  to  appoint  a  commission  to  go 
around  the  country  to  find  a  place  for  it.  I  do 
not  want  to  find  another  place.  If  Annapolis  is 
a  good  place — and  it  is  conceded  to  be — I  want  to 
give  it  back  to  that  place.  I  want  to  restore  it  to 
the  place  it  had  before  this  disturbance;  and  I 
shall  be  happy  to  give  a  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  I  think  misapprehends  the  amend- 
ment that  was  adopted  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  does  not  propose  to  send  the  Acad- 
emy back  to  Annapolis  at  present,  and  not  until 
six  months  after  the  expiration  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress, 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Senator  is  mistaken.  He 
inverts  the  language.  The  amendment  does  not 
say  that  the  Academy  shall  not  be  sent  back  until 
after  such  a  time,  but  it  says  that  it  shall  be  sent 
back  before  such  a  time. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  take  the  interpretation 
which  I  understood  the  Senator  from  Iowa  to  put 
on  his  own  amendment  on  Tuesday,  when  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  showing 
that 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  letter  was  not  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  but  from  a  high  officer  of  the 
Army. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  beg  pardon;  I  thought  it 
was  from  the  Secretary.  The  Senator  read  a  let- 
ter from  an  officer  in  the  Army  which  showed 
that  the  military  expenditures  which  would  have 
to  be  sacrificed  if  the  School  was  carried  back 
now  would  amount  to  |250,000;  and  he  dwelt 
upon  the  great  importance  of  Annapolis,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
was  the  most  important  military  point  in  the 
country.  Then  the  Senator  from  Iowa  said: 
"  Oh,  we  arc  not  going  to  remove  the  School  back 
now;  we  are  not  going   to  remove  it  for  over  a 


year."  Now  he  says  they  will  take  it  right  back 
again. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  do  not  know  how  the  Sen- 
ator is  in  the  habit  of  dealing  with  people,  and 
what  he  means  by  his  language  exactly.  I  have 
not  conveyed  any  such  idea  as  I  understand  him 
now  to^ttribute  to  me.  I  have  not  said  that  I 
wanted  to  force  it  back  at  anytime.  I  do  not.  I 
leave  it  optional  with  the  authorities  of«the  Gov- 
ernment to  bring  it  back  at  any  time  between  now 
and  the  commencement  of  the  academicyear  1865. 
The  President,  who  commands  both  the  War  and 
the  Navy  Departments,  if  he  sees  fit  to  bring  it 
back  between  now  and  that  time,  can  do  it;  but  it 
must  come  back  by  the  commencement  of  the 
academic  year  of  1865.  That  is  the  ground  I 
took  in  the  debate  on  Tuesday,  and  the  ground 
I  occupy  now. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  But,  Mr.  President,  an 
amendment  was  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Trumbull]  to  remove  the  Academy 
to  Annapolis  forthwith,  and  that  was  voted  down 
by  the  Senate.  The  Senate,  therefore,  has  de- 
cided that  it  does  not  desire  to  have  the  Academy 
put  back  now;  and  the  Senate  having  decided  that 
they  do  not  desire  the  Academy  to  be  removed 
back  to  Annapolis  now,  the  question  before  the 
Senate  is,  shall  we  order  it  to  be  removed  six 
months  after  the  expiration  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress? 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  call  for  the  reporting  of  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment,  to  strike 
out  all  of  the  amendment  adopted  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  after  the  word  "  that,"  and  to  insert: 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  appoint  a  board  of  five 
naval  offieers  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  most  suit- 
able plaee  for  the  Naval  Academy. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Let  us  have  the  yeas  and' 
nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  12,  nays  28;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Chandler,  Dixon, 
Harlan,  Morgan,  Sprugue,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Wil- 
kinson, and  Wright — 12. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Carlile,  Clark,  Collamer,  Con- 
ness,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hnle,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane 
of  Indiana,  Morrill,  Nesinith,  Pomeroy,  i*ovvell,  Riddle, 
Saulsbnry, Trumbull, Van  Winkle, Willey,  and  Wilson — 28. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  have  another  amendment 
to  offer  to  the  amendment  adopted  in  committee. 
It  is  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  amendment  the  fol- 
lowing proviso: 

Provided,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  the  public  interests  will  be  promoted  thereby. 

I  hope  the  Senate  will  at  least  give  me  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     What  for? 

Mr.  AN  THONY.  Because  if  it.is  not  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
the  public  interest,  I  do  notthink  we  should  want 
to  have  it  done. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
recurs  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  made  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  to  strike  out 
"  1865"  and  to  insert  "  1864"  at  the  end  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  appeal  to  my  friend  to  with- 
draw his  amendment.  The  amendment  adopted 
in  committee  says  that  the  school  shall  be  returned 
before  such  a  time.  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that 
if  the  War  Department  can  with  any  sort  of 
convenience  surrender  the  Annapolis  Academy 
grounds  before  that  time,  it  will  be  done,  after 
this  expression  of  sentiment  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate;  and  as  a  friend  to  the  Academy  and  to 
the  service  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Illinois  will 
not  force  us  to  vote  on  his  proposition. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  cannot  possibly  see  the 
use  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
as  it  stands.  It  is  a  [iroposition  to  do  something 
which  is  not  to  take  place  until  after  another  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  If  it  is  advisable  to  move  the 
Naval  Academy  it  is  advisable  to  move  and  fix 
it  before  the  next  academic  year.  No  reason  at 
all  has  been  given  in  the  Senate  why  it  may  not 
just  as  well  be  removed  this  year  as  next.  The 
fact  that  we  have  forces  at  Annapolis  now  is  no 
evidinice  that  we  shall  have  them  there  next  Oc- 
tober, or  if  it  be  evidence  that  they  will  be  there 
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nextOctobei-jit  is  jiislas  much  evidence  that  they 
will  be  tliere  a  year  from  next  October.  I  can  see 
no  possible  good  in  legislatino:  in  that  way  in  ref- 
erence to  a  matter  that  is  to  take  place  a  year  and 
a  half  hence.  If  we  are  to  remove  the  Naval 
Academy  and  fix  it  permanently,  which  1  agree 
ought  to  be  done — that  is,  that  it  should  be  located 
permanently  somewhere — I  think  wc  should  make 
ihat  arrangement  for  tiie  next  year. 

JVIr.  GRIMES.  The  proposition  as  it  now 
Stands  before  the  Senate  leaves  it  discretionary 
with  the  Government  of  the  country  to  send  it 
back  at  an  earlier  day  than  the  commencement  of 
the  academic  year  1865,  if  the  public  interests  will 
admit  of  it.  1  am  willing  to  leave  it  there.  Tlic 
argument  that  is  urged  in  opposition  to  the  prop- 
osition of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  by  the  War 
Department  is  that  it  will  take  some  months  to 
remove  the  buildings  and  the  materials  that  they 
liavo  accumulated  on  the  Academy  grounds.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  that  that  is  not  so. 

If  the  Senator  says  we  are  anticipating  the  legis- 
lation of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  when  we 
meet  at  the  next  session,  if  we  do  not  take  any 
affirmative  action  now  on  this  subject,  we  shall 
be  met  precisely  as  we  are  now,  by  being  told  that 
the  War  Department  is  in  possession  of  these 
grounds,  that  they  have  got  valuable  improve- 
ments there,  and  we  must  not  subject  them  to  the 
expense  and  inconvenience  of  immediately  remov- 
ing thorn  in  order  to  make  way  for  the  restoration 
of  the  Naval  Academy.  But,  as  my  friend  from 
New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Clark]  suggests  to  nie, 
this  proposilioti  serves  as  a  notice  to  the  War 
Department  not  to  go  on  and  make  additional 
improvements,  but  to  be  gradually  moving  them 
off  as  fast  as  tl)€ir  interests  and  convenience  will 
admit  of. 

I  certainly  have  no  interest  in  connection  with 
this  Naval  Academy,  except  the  interest  that  I 
have  in  the  naval  service  and  in  the  country.  No 
man  Is  more  anxious  than  lam  to  have  it  returned 
to  Annapolis  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  but 
1  am  entirely  satisfied  with  the  proposition  as  it 
now  stands  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  certainly  did  not  mean 
to  impugn  the  motives  of  any  one. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  '  I  did  not  so  understand  the 
Senator. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  did  not  suppose  any- 
body had  any  other  interest  in  this  matter  than 
the  promotion  of  the  public  interest.  I  certainly 
have  none  other.  I  have  assented  to  the  argu- 
ments that  have  been  made  here,  showing  that 
the  Academy  is  not  properly  provided  for.  I 
know  some  little  about  it,  not  very  mucli,  and  1 
th'ink  that  that  is  true;  that  better  arrangements 
ouglft  to  be  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
midshipmen  at  the  Naval  Academy.  It  is  because 
I  so  believe  that  1  think  it  desirable  that  we  should 
locate  it  sooner  than  a  year  from  next  October. 
The  reasons  that  have  been  suggested  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  IVlilitary  Affairs 
have  not  struck  me  with  any  force.  The  fact  that 
General  Burnside  is  assembling  a  force  at  An- 
jiiapolis  preparatory  to  some  expedition  does  not 
militate  agair)st  establisliing  the  Academy  at  An- 
napoli.s  next  Octol)er,  for  nobody  supposes  that 
lie  is  assembling  forces  at  Annapolis  for  an  ex- 
pedition which  is  not  to  start  for  six  months. 
Nobnily  anticipates  that.  The  forces  that  he  is 
assembling  at  this  lime  will  have  left  there  long 
'before  that. 

Tlie  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  to 
Blrike  out  "  1865"  and  insert  "  1664"  in  the 
amendment  adopted  in  committee. 

Theamendinentto  the  amendmentwas  rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
is  on  concurring  in  the  amcndmiMit  made  as  in 
Conmiiiiee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  .should  like  to  have  the 
•yeas  nrxl  nays  on  that  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  30,  luiys  10;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Brown,  Ciirllle,  CMrk.  Collamcr,  Con- 
nodti,  Cowaii,  DiiVM,  Doolittin,  l'V.sf<einlcn,  Po!<U)r,  OiliricK, 
tlale,  Uarlan,  HnirU,  |{i;ii(l(:rsoii,.IIeiidrickB,How<;,  John- 
son, Laii';  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  ICansas,  jMorrill,  Noniitli, 
?iiiiiifrny,  Powell,  Ramify, Ri(IUli:,.SanIsl)ury,  Van  VVinUlo, 
Willny.  and  Wilson— 30. 

NAYd — Mi;«»r«.  Anthony,  Buckiilew,  Chanillfr,  Dixon, 
MorglMi,  Spruguu,  sjuiuncr,  'J'un  Jiycli,  IVilkliiHun,  and 
VVriglil— 10. 

So  llie  umeiiditient  was  concurred  in. 


Mr.  POWELL.  I  desire  now  to  renew  the 
amendment  I  offered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  repeal  the  fishing  bounties.  It  is  to  insert  as 
a  new  section  the  following: 

^StuJ  he  il  further  enaetcil,  Tiiat  from  and  after  Hie  1st 
clay  of  July,  1864,  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  granting  allow- 
ances or  bouniics  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  employed  in 
the  Bank  or  olliur  coJ  flslicrius  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
repealed. 

I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  wish  simply  to  say  that 
I  hope  the  Senate  will  not  put  this  measure  on 
this  bill,  whatever  they  may  conclude  to  do  with 
it  afterwards. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  When  this  proposition  was 
before  the  Senate  in  cominittee  I  voted  in  favor 
of  it,  and  I  am  now  in  favor  of  repealing  these 
bounties.  I  regard  it  as  improper,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country  and  the  present  condition  of 
our  finances,  that  the  Government  should  be  pay- 
ing nearly  half  a  million  dollars  for  these  boun- 
ties. But  I  felt  when  I  voted  for  it,  and  I  feel 
now,  that  there  is  an  unfitness  in  attaching  this 
proposition  to  this  appropriation  bill;  and  upon 
the  assurance  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Sherman]  that  if  the  bill  providing  for  their  re- 
peal shall  not  be  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  at  an  early  day  he  will  introduce  the 
proposition  in  another  place,  I  shall  vote  against, 
this  amendment  now. 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter 
into  any  discussion  on  the  subject;  but  I  think 
this  is  an  eminently  proper  place  to  put  this  amend- 
ment. This  is  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  and 
it  is  a  matter  touching  vessels.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  an  appropriation  bill  on  which  it  could 
be  placed  more  properly  than  this. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  sustained  this  amendment 
the  other  day  because  I  thought  the  measure  a 
good  one;  but  there  is  some  inconsistency,  to  my 
mind,  in  placing  it  on  an  appropriation  bill,  and 
as  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  resists 
any  such  legislation  I  shall  not  vole  to  put  it  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  but  1  shall  sustain  the  meas- 
ure at  soine  other  time. 

Mr.  BROWN.  The  Senator  from  Kansas  has 
atiticipated  the  remark  that  1  desired  to  make.  I 
should  vote  for  the  repeal  of  these  bounties,  but 
in  deference  to  the  judgment  and  the  opinion  and 
the  expressed  wish  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee who  has  the  conduct  of  this  bill,  I  shall  not 
vote  to  attach  it  to  the  present  measure.  I  desire 
to  make  this  explanation,  as  I  was  not  here  when 
the  vote  was  taken  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  do  not  see  any  .more  pro- 
priety in  placing  this  amendment  on  the  present 
bill  than  there  was  in  placing  the  amendment 
upon  the  present  bill  which  we  have  just  put  on 
about  removing  the  Naval  Academy  back  to  An- 
napolis. It  seems  to  me  they  both  stand  on  the 
same  footing,  and  both  are  liable  to  the  same  ob- 
jections. I  voted,  however,  against  the  repeal  of 
the  fishing  bounties,  and  I  shall  vote  so  now, 
though  there  seems  to  be  a  different  rule  applied 
to  different  amendments. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  shall  adopt  what  has  been 
said  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Har- 
ris,] the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Brown,] 
and  the  Senator  from  Kansas,  [Mr.  Pomeroy,] 
as  my  sentiment.  1  voted  in  favor  of  repealing 
the  fishing  bounties  at  previous  sessions  of  Con- 
gress, and  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  first  oppor- 
tunity I  have  to  do  so  now.  I  hope,  however, 
that  the  Senate  will  permit  me  to  say,  in  reply  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Now  Jersey, 
that  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  this  prop- 
osition and  that  adopted  by  the  Senate  in  regard 
to  the  Naval  Academy.  Here  it  is  sought  to 
overturn  the  settled  policy  of  the  Government  for 
sixty  years  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  the 
fisheries,  and  to  do  it  by  independent  legislation 
upon  an  appropriation  bill,  to  which,  in  the  first 
place,  the  subject  is  notgermane,  and  in  the  next 
place  it  is  a  question  that  has  been  committed  by 
the  Senate  to  one  of  our  committees,  and  that 
committee  has  not  reported  upon  it;  what  its  re- 
port may  be  I  do  not  know  and  do  not  intend  to 
predict.  The  other  proposition,  which  we  have 
just  adopted,  was  m(Mely  to  do  that  which  has  al- 
ready indirectly  been  done  by  Congress,  for,  al- 
though thm-e  may  not  have  been  any  legislation 
in  past  years  uilirmatively  and  absolutely  estal)- 
li.shing  the  Naval  Academy  ut  Annapolis.,  il  has 


been  virtually  established  there  by  being  recog- 
nized as  in  existence  there  when  we  have  made 
appropriations. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     So  at  Newport. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  word  "Newport"  has 
never  been  inserted  in  any  of  the  appropriation 
bills,  and  if  the  Senator  will  refresh  his  memory 
he  will  find  that  we  have  had  one  or  two  contro- 
versies on  that  subject.  I  believe  I  have  succeeded 
in  having  the  word  "  Newport  "  stricken  out. 

Mr.  A'NTHONY.  It  was  stricken  out  in  the 
Senate  but  not  in  the  House  of  Representatives  I 
think. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Senator  is  mistaken.  I 
am  confident  as  to  that.  But  that  is  a  past  ques- 
tion. I  only  say  that  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the 
first  opportunity  that  I  have  to  vote  to  repeal  the 
fishing  bounties,  and  I  understand  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  has  pledged  himself  that  he  will 
move  this  amendment  upon  a  bill  to  which  it  will 
be  germane,  namely,  that  in  regard  to  taxation, 
which  must  necessarily  come  before  the  Senate, 
so  that,  although  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
may  not  report  the  repealing  bill  back  to  us,  the 
question  is  bound  to  come  before  us  for  consider- 
ation within  the  next  ten  days. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  From  the  vote  that  was 
taken  the  other  day,  and  from  tlse  remarks  that 
are  made  here  this  morning,  it  is  very  evidentthat 
a  rnajority  of  the  Senate  are  opposed  to  allowing 
these  fishing  bounties;  that  is,  opposed  to  taxing 
the  people  at  large  to  pay -about  a  half  million 
dollars  annually  to  a  certain  class  of  people  who 
are  employed  in  the  fisheries;  and  yet  Senators 
are  opposed  to  voting  for  it  here  because  they  say 
it  is  out  of  place.  This  proposition  has  been  be- 
fore the  Senate  ever  since  1  have,  been  here,  I  think, 
in  some  form 

Mr.  POWELL.  Will  the  Senator  from  Min- 
nesotaallow  mea  moment?  I  know  he  is  friendly 
to  this  proposition.  Therearea  numberof  Sena- 
tors who  voted  with  us  who  declare  that  they  will 
not  vote  for  it  on  this  bill.  If  he  will  allow  me  1 
will  withdraw  the  amendment,  and  let  the  Senate 
know  that  I  shall  move  it  to  the  revenue  bill.  I 
do  not  wish  to  embarrass  the  friends  of  the  meas- 
ure. 

.  Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Before  that  is  done,  I 
wish  to  say  a  word. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  only  wish  to  say  one 
word,  and  that  is  that  I  shall  vote  for  this  amend- 
ment, unless  it  is  withdrawn,  here  or  anywhere 
else  ihat  my  vote  will  tend  to  repeal  the  law  grant- 
ing the  fishing  bounties. 

Mr.  POWELL.  J  so  understood  the  Senator; 
but  others  seem  to  think  this  is  not  the  proper 
place,  and  I  will  reserve  it  for  the  revenue  bill. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  simply  want  to  make 
a  remark  befoi-e  the  amendment  is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  POWELL.     Certainly. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear 
so  many  of  our  frieiids  expressing  themselves  as 
they  have  done  on  this  subject;  but  it  is  "suffi- 
cient for  the  day"  if  I  accomplish  one  good  ob- 
ject, and  that  is  to  keep  legislation  of  this  kind 
off  the  appropriation  bills,  which  1  believe  very 
important  and  necessary  in  the  business  of  the 
Senate.  But  I  will  say  to  my  friends  who  have 
avowed  that  their  minds  are  tending  in  a  partic- 
ular direction  in  regard  to  the  proposition  itself, 
that  when  the  proper  time  comes  perhaps  wc 
may  be  able  to  persuade  them  that  there  are  two 
sides  to  the  question,  and  that  they  have  expressed 
their  opinions  a  little  prematurely  on  the  subject. 
I  hope  they  will  hold  themselves  open  to  convic- 
tion. 

I  will  also  say  that  I  think  it  a  little  unkind  that 
our  friends  should  be  very  anxious  for  this  repeal 
when  the  honorable  Senator  from  K.<-'i'>'cky  [Mr. 
Davis]  avowed  yesterday  that  he  had  always 
been  in  favor  of  these  fishing  bounties,  but  he 
was  now,  although  in  favor  of  them  as  a  general 
principle,  in  favor  of  taking  them  off,  because 
New  England,  and  particularly  Massachusetts 
and  Maine,  had  behaved  so  very  badly  on  the 
slavery  question. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  under- 
stands that  the  nnicndment  is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  POWELL.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment IVorn  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affnirs: 

rorllii:  pav  of  mileage  of  visitoi-s  to  the  Naval  Ai-ndcniy, 
)J'2,0()U. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     If  the  Committee  on  Na- 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1613 


val  Afl'airs  have  examined  the  subject,  of  course 
1  have  nothing  to  say.  .  * 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  to  be  reada  tliird  time.  It  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fes- 
SENDEK,  the  title  was  amended  by  adding  "  and 
for  other  purposes." 

LOSS  OP  THE  BAINBBIDGB. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  postpone  the  prior 
orders,  and  take  up  House  bill  No.  297,  fixing  the 
date  of  the  loss  of  the  brig  Bainbridge. 
.  Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  tiie  bill  (H.R. 
No.  297)  fixing  the  date  of  the  loss  of  the  United 
States  brig  Bainbridgeand  for  the  relief  of  the  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines  of  the  same,  and  for 
other  purposes, was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  For  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  time  at 
which  shall  commence  the  pensions,  under  exist- 
ing laws,  of  the  widows  and  orphan  children  of 
the  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  others  in  ser- 
vice who  were  lost  in  the  United  States  brig  Bain- 
bridge,  as  well  as  the  time  to  which  their  pay  shall 
be  allowed,  the  bill  provides  that  the  21st  day  of 
August,  1863,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
the  day  on  which  the  brig  Bainbridge  foundered 
at  sea.  It  is  further  provided  that  the  widow  or 
child  or  children,  and  in  case  there  shall  be  no 
widow  or  child  or  children  then  the  parent  or  pa- 
rents, and  if  there  be  no  parents,  the  brothersand 
sisters  of  the  officers, seamen,  marines,  and  others 
in  service  who  were  lost  in  the  Bainbridge,  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  sum  equal  to  twelve  months' pay 
of  their  respective  deceased  relations,  in  addition 
to  the  pay  due  to  the  deceased  at  the  date  of  the 
loss  of  the  vessel.  The  bill  also  directs  the  proper 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  Charles  C.Walden,  late  acting  assist- 
ant paymasterin  the  Navy, who  waslostin  the  brig 
Bainbridge  with  all  his  accounts  and  vouchers  for 
expenditures  and  payment  made  by  him,  and  with 
all  the  money,  stores,  and  supplies  procured  for 
the  use  of  the  vessel,  and  to  allow  him  a  credit 
for  whatever  sum  appears  to  be  due  from  him  on 
the  books  of  the  Department. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SALE  OF  A  LOT  AT  SACKETT's  HARBOR. 

Mr.  HALE.  1  move  now  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No. 
54)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  sell 
at  public  auction  lot  No.  13  in  the  village  of 
Sackett's  Harbor,  New  York. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  joint  res- 
olution was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  authorizes  the  sale  of  the  lot,  as  it  is 
not  wanted  by  the  United -States. 

Thejoint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

LOSS  OF  THE  BARON  DE  KALB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  the  joint  resolution 
(S.  No.  35)  to  compensate  the  .sailors  on  the 
gunboat  Buron  de  Kalb  for  loss  of  clothing  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
proposes  to  authorize  the  proper  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury,  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
petty  officers,  seamen,  sailors,  and  o.ihers  of  the 
crew  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Baron  de  Kalb, 
to  allow  to  each  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifiy  dol- 
lars as  a  remuneration  for  the  damage  they  may 
have  sustained  in  the  loss  of  their  clothing  by 
the  destruction  of  the  vessel. 

Mr.  CHANDLEll.  I  desire  toask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee^pn  Naval  Aftairs  if  it  has 
b<'en  the  practice  of  the  Navy  Department  to 
make  allowances  for  clothing  lost  in  this  way. 

Mr.  HALE.  It  has  not  been  the  habit  of  the 
Navy  Department  to  make  such  allowances;  but 
it  has  been  the  habit  of  Congress  to  appropriate 
the  money  in  such  cases.  The  amount  appro- 
priated in  this  resolution  is  the  amount  that  wad 
fixi'il  last  year. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  will  remark  that  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  have  had  under  con- 
sideration a  similar  application  from  the  men  on 
board  a  revenue  cutter  which  was  seized  by  the 
rebels,  and  njecied  it  on  principle. 

Mr.  HALE.  Congress  have  passed  several  of 
tliesc  resolutions  at  tlii.s  session  appropriating 


money  to  pay  foi-  clothing  lost  by  the  destruction 
of  the  vessel,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  to  each 
sailor. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Let  me  say  to  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  that  it  has  been  the  settled  prac- 
tice of  the  Government" ever  since  we  have  had 
a  Navy  to  make  these  allowances,  not  to  the  offi- 
cers, for  we  never  pay  them  anything  of  the  kind, 
but  to  the  petty  officers  and  seamen  who  are  not 
considered  as  responsible  for  the  loss  of  the  ves- 
sel in  consequence  of  defective  nagivation,  or 
anything  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Then  we  made  an  error 
in  our  committee  on  the  subject. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  should  like  to  know 
something  about  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  lo^s  took  place.  I  know  that  there  has  been 
some  objection  to  allowing  payment  for  losses 
under  somewhat  similar  circumstances,  and  I 
know  it  is  the  understanding  of  the  Departments 
that  such  allowances  cannot  be  made.  I  have 
personal  knowledge  that  that  is  the  understand- 
ing; but  1  do  not  know  how  far  it  extends.  I 
recollect  one  case  since  I  have  been  here  where 
there  was  an  allowance  made  to  the  sailors  on 
board  the  Varuna,  which  was  sunk  in  the  attack 
upon  New  Orleans,  and  und«r  very  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, in  the  midst  of  the  fight.  There  was 
an  allowance  made  in  that  case  to  persons  who 
were  not  in  commission,  thd  ordinary  sailors. 
But  there  is  a  rule  existing  here  somewhere,  and 
I  have  heard  it  distinctly  from  one  of  the  De- 
partments, that  at  least  so  far  as  the  revenue  cutter 
service  is  concerned,  such  allowances  are  not 
proper,  and  1  have  understood  that  the  reason 
why  it  is  considered  improper  is  that  it  tends  to 
encourage  carelessness  and  indifference  to  the 
public  service. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  this  particular  case,  but 
if  the  circumstances  are  such  as  clearly  to  show 
that  these  persons  were  engaged  and  exerting 
themselves^in  the  line  of  their  duty,  and  that  this 
loss  arose  from  no  neglect  or  inefficiency  of  service 
on  their  part,  there  might  be  some  reason  for  the 
passage  of  the  joint  resolution ;  but  it  is  very  im- 
portant, I  should  think,  that  every  person  on  ship- 
board as  well  as  on  land  should  be  held  respons- 
ible himself  individually  for  the  loss  of  his  cloth- 
ing and  his  arms  and  accou.terments.  Why  not 
apply  the  principle  to  the  soldiers  who  lose  their 
arms  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  who  cast  away 
their  knapsacks  in  the  midst  of  the  fight.'  Why 
not  allow  them  for  the  loss  of  those  arms,  with 
which  I  understand  they  stand  charged  when  the 
captain  cjomes  to  settle  with  the  War  Department 
for  the  affairs  of  his  company.'.  Why  should  not 
soldiers  in  the  field  of  battle  who  are  exposed  to 
as  much  danger  and  as  much  hardship  as  sailors 
on  shipboard,  be  relieved  from  the  consequences 
of  losses  under  such  circumstances.'  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  two  stand  upon  the  same  principle, 
and  if  there  is  any  difference  whatever  between 
the  character  of  the  service  rendered  during  the 
last  two  or  three  years,  the  services  of  those  upon 
land  have  been  much  more  arduous  and  attended 
with  much  more  danger  to  life  and  limb  than-ser- 
vice  on  shipboard ;  at  all  events  to  a  much  greater 
extent  so/far  as  numbers  are  concerned. 

I  make  this  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  being 
satisfied  on  the  subject,  because  I  have  under- 
stood that  the  contrary  practice  from  that  indi- 
cated in  this  resolution  prevails.  I  recollect  but 
one  case  of  an  allowance  of  this  kind,  and  that 
was  the  case  I  have  before  stated  of  the  Varuna, 
commanded  by  Captain  Boggs,  which  was  sunk 
at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  Senator  is  altogether  mis- 
taken. We  have  at  this  session,  within  a  very 
few  days,  made  an  appropriation  of  this  kind  in 
the  case  of  two  vessels  where  the  act  was  passed 
at  the  last  Congress,  but  by  inadvertence  without 
making  an  appropriation  o^'  the  money.  As  was 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  it  has  been 
the  practice  of  the  Government  always  to  make 
these  appropriations,  and  I  do  not  know  how 
many  of  them  have  been  mndc  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Si-nate,  but  certainly  there  have 
been  a  great  many.  No  such  allowance  is  ever 
made  to  the  officers,  because  the  responsibility  is 
imposed  on  the  officersof  conducting  the  vessel 
properly;  but  when  the  sailors  lose  their  clothing 
by  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the  vessel,  it  has 


been  the  habit  of  Congress  to  remunerate  them  to 
an  amount  such  as  we  propose  to  allow  here. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  will  say  a  word  about  this 
matter,  because  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  has, 
inquired  as  to  the  circumstances  of  this  particur' 
lar  case  of  the  sinking  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb.  It 
so  happens  that  I  know  something  about  the  his- 
tory of  that  vessel,  and  know  the  man  who  com- 
manded her  at  the  time  she  was  blown  up.  I 
shall  not  speak  of  him  particularly,  because  he  is 
a  townsman  and  relative  of  mine.  She  was  the 
original  St.  Louis,  and  was  rechristened  the  Baron 
de  Kalb,  composing  a  part  of  Foote's  fleet,  then 
of  Davis's,  and  then  of  Porter's.  She  was  a  ves- 
sel that  lay  within  sixty  yardsof  the  embrasores 
of  Fort  Hindman,and  if  anybody  wants  to  know 
how  she  was  managed  then,  wlien  she  was  under 
the  command  of  the  same  officer  who  commanded 
her  when  she  was  blown  up,  he  can  refer  to  the 
report  of  Admiral  Porter.  She  was  then  sent  up 
the  Yazoo  river,  and  on  the  third  expedition  she 
made  up  there  she  passed  over  a  torpedo  and  was 
entirely  blown  up,  completely  destroyed.  There 
was  no  allegation  of  any  want  of  good  seaman- 
ship or  of  proper  conduct  on  the  part  of  any  of 
the  officers  or  men  on  board.  The  men  lost  ev- 
erything they  had;  I  believe  they  recovered  noth- 
ing, and  so  of  the  officers;  but  it  has  never  been 
the  policy  of  the  Government  to  allow  the  offi- 
cers anything  in  such  cases,  whether  of  the  line 
or  of  the  staff,  because  they  are  considered  as  be- 
ing responsible  for  the  management,  and  even  if 
an  accident  befalls  them,  as  in  this  case,  which 
wasunavoidable,  which  they  could  not  have  fore- 
seen, I  know  of  no  case  in  which  an  officer  has 
been  paid;  but  to  the  men,  who  generally  have 
their  all  embarked  in  the  little  kit  they  have  on 
board,  it  has  been  the  practiceof  the  Government 
to  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  each.  I  remember 
that  the  first  winter  1  was  here,  five  years  ago,  my 
attention  was  called  to  it.  The  Government  lost 
a  sloop-of-war  in  the  Pacific — her  name  does  not 
occur  to  me  at  this  time — and  we  made  the  allow- 
ance in  that  case,  and  similar  allowances  have 
been  made  frequently  since.  It  was  made  to  the 
sailors  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  Congress  and 
the  monitor  Ericsson,  and  all  the  vessels  that 
have  gone  down.  I  cannot  say  what  the  rule  is 
in  the  revenue  marine;  I  have  never  had  my  at- 
tention called  to  that. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  Before  the  Senator  takes 
his  seat,  I  wish  to  ask  him  if  he  knows  the  reason 
of  the  distinction  between  the  case  of  those  who 
are  on  shipboard  in  the  navalserviceof  the  United 
States  and  those  privates  who  are  in  the  military 
service  of  the  country  on  land.'  Why  should  a 
soldier,  who,  as  I  understand,  is  not  only  charged 
with  his  knapsack  and  with  his  gun,  that  may  be 
lost  in  battle,  but  who  is  charged  with  any  cloth- 
ing that  he  may  have  lost  in  the  midst  of  battle, 
not  be  remunerated  as  well  as  a  sailor.' 

Mr.  GRIMES.  For  the  same  reason  that  we 
do  not  pay  officers  of  the  Navy.  We  do  not 
pay  an  officer  when  a  vessel  is  lost  for  his  cloth- 
ing, because  he  is  held  responsible  for  the  vessel 
and  responsible  for  his  own  property.  The  sol- 
dier on  land  is  responsible  for  his  own  garments 
and  his  own  gun,  and  everything  that  he  has;  but 
on  shipboard,  when  everything  goes  down,  and 
the  responsibility  as  we  consider  rests  with  the 
commander  of  the  vessel  or  his  immediate  subor- 
dinates who  hold  commissions,  surely  the  com-, 
mon  sailor  who  suffers  ought  not  to  be  held  respon- 
sible. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  As  I  am  informed  by 
military  men,  it  is  customary  for  soldiers  before 
going  into  battle  to  do  what  they  call  "strip  for 
action;"  they  throw  off  their  blankets,  their 
knapsacks,  in  fact  all  their  incumbrances  except 
perhaps  their  haversack  and  the  cartridge-box 
and  musket.  In  case  of  defeat  and  disaster,  cer- 
tainly the  common  soldier  is  not  responsible  for 
that  defeat.  I  am  told  that  frequently  our  soldiers 
lose  almost  everything  they  have,  and  yet  they 
are  not  paid  for  it.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
if  he  can  see  any  reason  why  a  soldier  losing  his 
clothing  in  consequence  of  a  defeat,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  being  compelled  to  strip  for  action, 
should  not  be  paid  as  well  as  a  sailor. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  It  is  altogether  voluntary  with 
tlie  soldier  whether  he  strips  or  not.  It  is  per- 
fectly involuntary  witlt the  sailor;  he  cannot  pre- 
vent the  sliip  from  going  down.     We  place  the 
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responsibility  upon  tlie  officer  and  not  upon  the 
man.  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  that  if  a  mili- 
tary officer  directs  nil  his  met)  to  strip,  and  then 
lets  them  gut  whipped  so  liint  they  cannot  recover 
the  property  tlial  he  has  caused  them  to  leave 
bock  at  some  other  place,  the  Government  ought 
not  to  be  responsible;  and  i  will  not  undertake  to 
say  that  we  ought  not  to  pay  the  soldiers  in  all 
the  cases  that  have  been  put  by  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  and  tlie  Senator  from  Michigan.  1 
am  only  speaking  now  as  to  what  lias  been  the 
practice  liitlierto,  and  the  principle  on  which  I 
understand  that  it  has  always  been  based.  I  only 
know  that  it  was  a  tradition  that  had  been  long 
in  existence,  as  I  understood,  when  I  took  my 
place  here  in  the  Senate,  that  we  always  paid,  I 
think,  originally  sixty  dollars  (and  it  iias  been 
reduced  since  the  rebellion  broke  out  to  fifty  dol- 
lars) to  all  those  seamen  who  lost  property  where 
the  vessel  went  down;  in  other  words,  we  made 
good  their  kit. 

But  then  there  is  another  thing  which  we  should 
take  into  consideration.  We  pay  our  sailors  four- 
teen or  sixteen  dollars  a  month,  and  we  make  tliem 
pay  for  their  own  clothing  out  of  it.  That  amounts 
to  over  eighty  dollars  a  year;  I  have  a  statement 
in  my  desk  showing  the  exact  amount.  But  you 
pay  your  soldiers  the  stipend  that  you  agree  to 
pay  them,  and  give  them  clothing  in  addition.  If 
they  are  stripped  belbre  the  battle,  and  the  battle 
is  lost,  and  they  are  not  able  to  recover  their 
clothing,  who  makes  it  up.' 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  soldier  is  charged 
with  it. 

Mr.  GRIMES.    I  do  not  know  how  that  is, 

Thejoinlresolution  wasordered  to  beengrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  and  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  This  is  an  important  ques- 
tion, and  as  1  can  foresee  that  millions  of  dollars 
may  be  dependent  upon  it  growing  out  of  all 
this,  I  should  like  to  have  the  expression  of  the 
Senate  on  the  subject,  and  1  therefore  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  final  passage  of  the  joint 
resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  30,  nays  6;  as  follows: 

YEAS  —  Messrs.  Aritliony,  Brown,  Biickiilow,  Clark, 
Coll.iiner,  Coiiness,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  DoolitUn,  Fes- 
eenden,  Poster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris, 
Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  I'onieroy,  Pow- 
ell, Kanisey,  Riddle,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wil- 
ley,  and  Wilson  — 30. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Chandler,  Henderson,  Howard,  Sher- 
man, Sprague,  and  Ten  Eyck — G. 

So  the  joirvt  resolution  was  passed. 

THANKS  TO   ADMIRAL  PORTER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  the  joint  resolution 
(H.  R.  No.  13)  tendering  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Admiral  Porter  was  considered  as  in  ComiTrtittee 
of  the  Whole.  It  tenders  the  thanks  of  Congress 
to  Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  commanding  the 
Mississippi  squadron,  for  the  eminent  skill,  en- 
durance, and  gallantry  exhibited  by  him  and  his 
squadron,  in  cooperation  with  the  Army,  in  open- 
ing^the  Mississippi  river. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

LOSS  OF  THE  CINCINNATI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  the  joint  resolution 
(H.  R.  No.  21)  relative  to  the  accounts  of  the 
petty  officers,  seamen,  and  others  of  the  crew  of 
the  United  States  gunboat  Cincinnati,  was  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  pro- 
poses to  authorize  the  proper  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury,  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
petty  officers,  seamen,  and  others  of  the  crew  of 
the  United  Slates  gunboat  Cincinnati,  to  allow  to 
each  of  them  all  back  pay  and  a  sum  not  (;x- 
ceeding  fifty  dollars  for  loss  of  clothing  and  other 
property,  by  the  sinking  of  the  vessel  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  ne§r  Vicksbui'g,  on  the  27th  of 
May,  1863. 

Th('  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

VOLUNTEER    NAVAL    APPOINT.MENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
370)  to  appoint  certain  officers  of  the  Navy  was 
<;oiisidered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  had 
been  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs with  two  amendments,  the  first  of  which  was 


in  the  first  section,  to  strike  out  in  lines  three  and 
four  the  words  "  Secretary  of  the  Navy,"  and  in- 
sert the  words  "President,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  con.scnt  of  the  Senate;"  so  as  to  make 
the  section  read: 

That  for  and  during  the  present  insurrection  the  I'resi- 
dont,  hy  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  is 
hereby  anthorized  to  appoint  acting  lieutenants  and  acting 
commanders,  who  shall  have  the  same  rale  of  compensa- 
tion as  is  allowed  to  otTicers  of  similar  grade  In  the  Navy. 

The  aincndment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
ond and  third  sections  of  the  bill,  as  follows: 

Sec.  2.  J3nd  be  it  farther  enact' d,  Thai  the  proviso  in 
sfclion  ten,  chapii  r  ojie  hniidrcd  and  eiKlitythree,  ofan 
act  to  establish  and  equalize  the  !;rade  of  line  officers  of  the 
United  Stales  Navy,  appioved  July  16,  1862,  be,  and  ihe 
same  is  hereby,  repealed,  and  that  said  section  shall  read  as 
follows: 

Sec.  3.  Jinil  he  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  who 
shall  have  received,  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  n  temporary 
appointment  as  acting  volnnteer  lientenant  or  acting  mas- 
ter in  the  Navy,  from  civil  life,  unthorized  by  act  of  Con- 
gress of  July  24,  1861,  may  be  confirmed  in  said  appoint- 
ment in  ilie  Navy  and  placed  in  the  line  of  promotion  from 
the  date  of  said  confirmation,  if,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  ihe  President,  he  receivers  tlie  thanks  of  Congress  for 
highly  meritorious  conduct  in  confiict  with  the  ehpmy. 
Seamen  distinguishing  themselves  in  battle,  or  by  extraor- 
dinary heroism  in  the  line  of  their  profession,  may  be  pro- 
moted to  forward  warrantoflicersor  acting  masters' mates, 
as  they  may  be  b(^st  qualified,  upon  thereconuriendaticmof 
their  commanding  olficer,  approved  by  tlie  flaj-officer  and 
the  Department.  Upon  such  promotion  tliey  shall  receive 
agratnity  of.*100,  anda  medal  of  honor,  to  be  prepared  by 
the  Navy  De|)artiiient. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  tenth  section  of  the  act  of 
July  IG,  1862,  is  as  follows: 

'■'■  ^nd  tie  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  who  shall 
have  received,  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  a  teinporary  ap- 
pointment as  acting  volunteer  lieutenant,  oracling  master 
in  tlie  Navy,  from  civil  life,  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con- 
^jress  of  July  24,  1861,  may  be  confirmed  in  said  appoint- 
ment in  the  Navy,  and  placed  in  the  line  of  promotion  from 
the  date  ol  said  coiifiriiiation,  if,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  tlie  President,  he  receives  the  thanks  of  Congress  for 
highly  meritorious  conduct  in  conflict  with  the  enemy: 
Provided,  'J'he  number  of  officers  allowed  in  each  grade  by 
this  act  shall  not  be  increased  thereby.  Seamen  distin- 
guishing themselves  in  battle,  or  by  extraordijiary  heroism 
in  the  line  of  their  profession,  may  be  promoted  to  forward 
warrant  officers  or  acting  m:isters'  m;U(-'S,  as  they  may  be 
best  qualified,  upon  the  recommendation  of  their  com- 
manding officer,  appioved  by  the  flag-oftieer  and  the  De- 
partment. Upon  such  promotion  tiiey  shall  receive  a 
giatnity  of  $100,  and  a  medal  of  honor,  to  be  prepared  liy 
the  Navy  Departmenl." 

The  Naval  Committee  thought  unanimously 
that  that  clause  had  better  stand  as  it  was  in  the 
original  bill,  and  therefore  they  recommend  the 
striking  out  of  these  sections.  The  proposed 
change  is  to  strike  out  the  proviso  preventing 
such  an  appointment  unless  there  is  a  vacancy  in 
the  grade. 

The  amendrnent  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  to  strilce  out  in  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  the  words  "and  acting  com- 
manders." The  bill  as  it  now  stands,  without 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  which  I  propose, 
authorizes  the  appointment  of  acting  lieutenant 
commanders  and  acting  commanders.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  necessity  for  authorizing  the 
creation  of  this  grade  of  acting  commanders.  At 
present  there  is  no  higher  acting  appointincnt  than 
an  acting  lieutenant.  If  the  amendment  which  1 
propose  be  adopted,  the  bill  as  it  will  then  stand 
will  give  the  President  the  power  to  appoint  act- 
ing lieutenant  coinmanders — one  higher  grade  of 
acting  appointments  than  can  now  be  appointed. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  for  going 
another  grade  beyond  that. 

The  present  pay  of  a  lieutenant  cominander 
when  at  sea  is  }^2, 343,  when  on  shore  f  1,875,  and 
when  doing  nothing  jj;l,500.  An  acting  officer 
when  promoted  to  tlie  grade  of  lieutenant  coin- 
mander,  and  doing  nothing,  will  get  as  much  as 
a  ma.ster  gets  at  sen.  1  think  the  tendency  of  the 
passage  of  the  bill  as  it  stands  will  be  probably 
to  create  trouble  in  the  Department.  It  will  au- 
thorize the  creation  of  acting  commanders  who 
will  rank  lieuttMiant  commanders  in  the  regular 
service,  who  have  been  in  the  service  ever  since 
1839.  The  oldest  lieutenantcommanders  that  we 
have  now  have  been  in  the  service  since  1839 — 
twenty-five  years.  1  do  not  think  there  is  any 
propriety  in  putting  these  acting  officers  over  men 
who  have  been  twenty-five  years  serving  their 
country.  * 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  no  feeling  about  this  mat- 
ter, but  I  will  state  the  views  that  governed  the 
committee.     The  Department  have  found  them- 


selves embarrassed  by  having  such  a  very  large 
nflmbcr  of  acting  officers,  with  no  way  of  pro- 
moting them  in  any  other  manner  than  by  putting 
them  into  the  regular  Navy.  Some  time  since  a 
resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Senate  instructing 
the  Commiiteeon  Naval  Affairs  to  inquire  if  there 
might  not  be  some  way  of  proinoting  thescacting 
officers,  or  officers  of  the  volunteer  Navy  as  you 
may  call  them,  as  is  done  with  regard  to  volun- 
teer officers  in  the  Army.  Pretty  soon  after  that 
resolution  was  passed  this  bill  came  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Senate  com- 
mittee thougiit  upon  the  whole  they  had  better 
adopt  this  section  of  it. 

Some  two  years  ago  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
sent  to  the  Senate  a  large  list  of  officers  who  had 
resigned  from  the  Navy,  and  who  were  reinstated 
in  the  regular  Navy.  He  nominated  them  for 
the  positions  from  which  they  had  resigned,  and 
after  a  long  contest — the  matter  was  before  the 
Senate  two  or  three  times — the  Senate  finally  con- 
firmed them.  To  that  course  1  was  opposed,  and 
1  believe  the  Senator  who  moves  this  amend- 
ment was  opposed  to  it;  but  it  was  finally  carried. 
I  trust  1  am  not  offending  against  the  proprieties 
of  the  Senate  when  1  say  that  similar  nomina- 
tions are  now  pending  before  the  body. 

The  difficulty  is,  that  no  matter  liow  meritori- 
ous these  officers  are,  how  gallant  they  are,  how 
much  they  distinguish  themselves,  there  is  no 
chance  open  to  them  for  promotion  higher  than 
a  lieutenant,  or,  if  the  bill  be  amended  as  now 
proposed,  a  lieutenant  commander.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  can  be  any  serious  difficulty  growing 
out  of  the  fact  that  one  of  these  volunteer  officers 
may  command  a  junior  who  is  in  the  regular 
Navy,  because  that  thing  occurs  in  tlie  Army 
every  day;  volunteer  officers  are  appointed  brig- 
adier generals  of  volunteers  and  command  officers 
of  the  line  who  have  been  in  the  service  a  great 
while.  If,  however,  the  Senate  think  differently, 
1  have  not  the  slightest  feeling  on  earth  in  regard 
to  it,  and  the  Senate  may  take  their  own  course 
in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  In  the  Army  we  do  not  put 
a  volunteer  officer  and  let  him  take  command 
over  a  senior  regular  officer  in  the  same  regiment. 
It  will  be  observed  by  the  Senate  that  the  Army 
and  Navy  are  very  differently  organized.  The 
Navy  stands  as  one  regiment — the  Army  as  di- 
vided up  into  regiments.  You  never  promote  a 
man  from  a  lower  rank  in  a  regiment  to  the  high- 
est rank  in  the  regiment  to  command  his  seniors 
in  the  service.  You  sometimes  protnote  him  and 
make  him  a  general  officer,  but  then  he  is  taken 
out  of  the  regiment;  so  that  there  is  no  analogy 
between  the  organization  of  the  Army  and  the 
Navy.  But  this  proposition,  as  I  understand  the 
bill,  is  not  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  these 
men  into  the  regular  Navy,  but  it  merely  confers 
authority  on  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  make  these  actirtg  appointments  of  higher 
grades.  Now,  is  there  no  necessity  for  it?  Has 
the  Navy  Department  ever  asked  for  it?  If  the 
bill  shall  be  passed  as  I  propose  to  amend  it,  it 
will  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  higher  grade 
than  any  of  them  have  been  entitled  to,  and  will 
give  those  so  appointed  a  pay  of  nearly  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars  a  year  when  at  sea.  Is  not 
that  enough?  Can  we  afford  to  do  better  for 
them  tluin  that? 

When  the  bill  comes  up  which  proposes  to  take 
these  volunteer  officer  into  the  Navy  proper,  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  vote  to  transfer  them  to  the 
regular  Navy,  under  proper  restrictions  and  regu- 
lations, after  they  have  gone  through  a  proper 
examination.  Hut  that  i.i  not  the  question  now. 
The  question  now  is,  wh(<Hier  we  shall  authorize 
the  a|ipointm(>nt  of  acting  volunteer  officers  of  a 
higher  giade  than  that  of  a  lieutenant  commander. 
1  have  no  interest  in  it,  and  have  no  fe(>liiig  in  it, 
as  the  Senator  has  said  that  he  has  none;  but  1 
do  not  believe  there  is  any  necessity  for  that,  and 
I  think  that  the  bill  as  it  was  originally  pro[ioscd 
only  included  lieutenant  commanders,  but  by 
some  ainendmcnt  in  the  Hou.'^e  of  Representa- 
tives, at  the  instance  of  oni;  gentleman,  the  words 
"and  actinn;  coinmanders"  were  inserted. 

Mr.  ANTHOiNY.  I  do  not  understand  that 
this  bill  requires  any  appointment  of  acting 
coinmandi'i's,  and  if  trouble  would  arise  in  the 
Dc))artnient,  as  the  Senator  suggests,  the  Depart- 
ment ctui  protect  itself  by  not  making  the  appoint- 
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ments.  The  bill  merely  confers  authority  to 
make  them.  I  do  not  see  why  they  should  not 
have  the  authority;  and  if  it  is  inconvenient,  the 
very  place  where  the  inconvenience  would  first 
be  seen  would  be  the  Department. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  very  place  where  the  in- 
convenience would  be  first  seen  would  be  right 
here  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  Every  nnember 
of  the  Senate  will  be  importuned  to  sign  recom- 
mendations for  this  man  and  that  man  to  be  pro- 
moted to  the  grade  of  an  acting  commander,  and 
there  will  be  a  pressure  made  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint  all  the  men  who 
have  been  acting  lieutenants  to  be  acting  com- 
manders. 1 1  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment— 1  do  not  say  whether  properly'or  im- 
properly— to  put  volunteer  oflicers  in  command 
of  blockaders  and  require  the  regular  officers  to 
serve  on  boardJigliting  ships.  The  result  is  that 
a  good  many  blockade  vessels  have  been  captured 
by  the  acting  officers,  and  the  newspaper  report- 
ers immediately  trumpet  these  officers  to  the  coun- 
try as  the  most  accomplished,  and  daring,  and 
courageous  officers  in  the  world.  They  have  their 
friends  here,  or  if  they  are  not  here  they  will  come 
here,  and  they  will  make  applications  to  the  De- 
partment and  to  the  President  to  appoint  them  to 
the  grade  of  acting  commanders,  and  it  will  be 
impossible  for  them  to  resist  their  applications. 
It  is  for  us  to  decide  whether  it  is  necessary  that 
this  grade  should  be  created,  and  not  for  us  to 
create  it  and  then  leave  it  to  the  executive  offi- 
cers to  determine  whether  they  will  fill  it  or  not. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in.  The 
amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was  read 
the  tliird  time,  and  passed. 

PROMOTIONS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  take  up  for  consider- 
ation House  bill  No.  303,  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade  of 
line  officers  of  the  United  States  Navy, "approved 
July  16,  1862. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill. 

Itprovides  thatnoline  officer  of  the  Navy, upon 
the  active  list,  below  the  grade  of  commodore, 
nor  any  other  naval  officer,  shall  be  promoted  to 
a  higher  grade,  until  his  mental,  moral,  and  pro- 
fessional fitness  to  perform  all  his  duties  at  sea 
shall  be  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  board 
of  examining  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  The  board  is  to  have 
power  to  take  testimony — the  witnesses  when 
present  to  be  sworn  by  the  president  of  the  board 
— and  to  examine  all  matter  on  the  files  and  rec- 
ords of  the  Department  in  relation  to  any  officer 
whose  case  shall  be  considered.  The  examining 
board  is  to  consist  of  not  less  than  three  officers, 
senior  in  rank  to  the  officer  to  be  examined.  Any 
officer  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  board  may  be 
present,  if  he  desires  it;  and  his  statement  of  his 
case,  on  oath,  and  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  and 
his  examination,  are  to  be  recorded.  Any  mat- 
ter on  the  files  and  records  of  the  Department 
touching  each  case  as  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  be  necessary  to  assist  them  in  making  up 
their  opinion,  is,  together  with  the  whole  record 
and  finding,  to  be  presented  to. the  President  for 
his  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  finding;  and 
no  officer  is  to  be  rejected  until  after  such  public 
examination  of  himself  and  the  records  of  the  De- 
partment in  his  case,  unless  he  fails  to  appear  be- 
fore the  board  after  having  been  duly  notified. 

No  officer  in  the  naval  service  is  to  be  promoted 
to  a  higher  grade  upon  the  active  list  until  he  has 
been  examined  by  a  board  of  naval  surgeons  and 
pronounced  physically  qualified  to  perform  all  his 
duties  at  sea.  All  officers  whose  cases  shall  have 
been  acted  upon  by  the  boards,  and  who  shall 
not  have  been  recommended  for  promotion  by  both 
of  them,  are  to  bo  placed  upon  the  retired  list; 
and  if  the  disqualification  of  any  officer  so  re- 
tired occurred  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  or  in  -con- 
sequence of  his  honorable  fulfillment  of  the  term 
active  service  prescribed  by  law,  he  is  to  be  ()laced 
upon  the  retired  list  one  grade  higher  than  that 
from  which  he  was  retired. 

All  officers  not  recommended  for  promotion 
under  the  fourth  section  of  tiie  act  of  July  16, 


1862,  may  present  themselves  for  examination, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  if 
found  duly  qualified, and  such  finding  be  approved 
by  the  President,  they  are  to  be  promoted  to  the 
same  grade  and  place  as  if  they  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  board,  and  to  receive  the  corre- 
sponding pay  according  to  the  service  which  they 
have  performed  from  the  date  of  their  rank  to  that 
of  their  promotion.  And  no  further  promotions 
are  to  be  made  upon  the  active  list  until  the  num- 
ber in  each  grade  is  reduced  to  that  provided  by 
law. 

It  is- further  provided  that  any  officer  in  the 
naval  service,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  may  be  advanced,  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty  numbers,  in  his  own  grade,  for 
distinguished  conduct  in  battle  or  extraordinary 
heroism.  The  President  may  appoint  paymas- 
ters of  the  fleet  and  engineers  of  the  fleet  m  the 
same  manner,  and  with  the  same  rank  and  pay 
as  fleet  surgeons;  and  the  retired  pay  of  surgeons, 
paymasters,  engineers,  and  other  staff  officers  in 
the  Navy  is  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  retired 
officers  of  the  line  of  the  Navy  with  whom  they 
have  relative  rank. 

Mr. GRIMES.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  bill; 
but  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  .the  Senate  to 
one  fact.  I  suppose  that  if  the  bill  shall  pass,  it 
will  create 'thirty  or  forty  rear  admirals,  and  the 
question  is  whether  that  is  the  intention  of  the 
Senate.    ■ 

Several  Senators.     How  is  that.' 

Mr.  GRIMES.  It  retires  everybody  who  may 
be  retired,  to  a  grade  higher  than  he  occupies  on 
the  active  list,  and  it  is  retrospective  so  as  to  apply 
to  those  already  retired  or  on  the  reserved  list,  as 
I  understand  it.  I  do  not  know  the  number;  per- 
haps I  ought  to  say  from  twenty  to  forty. 

Mr.  HALE.  What  is  the  section  to  which  the 
Senator  refers.' 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  fourth  section.  I  do  not 
wish  it  to  be  understood  thatl  interpose  any  ob- 
jection to  the  bill,  but  I  only  want  the  Senate  to 
know  what  it  is.  The  fourth  section  reads  as 
follows: 

No  officer  in  the  naval  service  sliall  be  promoted  to  a 
higher  grade  therein,  upon  the  active  list,  until  he  lias  been 
examined  by  a  board  of  naval  surgeons,  and  pronounced 
physically  qualified  to  perform  all  his  duties  at  sea.  And 
all  officers  wliose  cases  shall  have  been  acted  upon  by  the 
aforesaid  boards,  and  who  shall  not  have  been  recommended 
for  promotion  by  both  of  them,  shall  be  placed  upon  the  re- 
tired list.  And  if  the  disqualification  of  any  officer  so  re- 
tired occurred  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  or  is  in  consequence 
of  his  honorablefulfillmentof  the  term  of  active  service  pre- 
scribed by  law,  he  shall  be  placed  upon  the  retired  list  one 
grade  higher  than  that  from  which  he  was  retired. 

That  would  place  all  the  retired  commodores, 
if  they  Can  go  before  a  board — and  I  understand 
that  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  they  are  to  go 
before  a  board — on  the  retired  list  as  admirals, 
because  there  is  another  section  making  this  pro- 
vision retrospective,  and  to  apply  to  the  action  of 
the  board  that  was  convened  under  the  act  (o 
which  this  is  an  amendment. 

Mr.  HALE.  It  occurs  to  me  that  that  difficulty 
can  be  avoided  by  putting  at  the  end  of  the  fifth 
section  a  proviso  like  this:  "Provided  there  is  a 
vacancy  in  that  grade  existing  by  law." 

Mr.  GRIMES.  It  might  be  done  in  that  way; 
but  if  it  is  desired  to  change  it,  would  it  not  be 
better  to  say,  "  No  one  shall  be  retired  to  a  grade 
higher  than  that  of  commodore?" 

JVIr.  HALE.  I  have  no  objection  to  that.  Either 
amendment  would  obviate  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Let  me  ask  what  is  the  dif- 
ference between  the  pay  of  a  commodore  and  a 
rear  admiral  on  the  retired  list.' 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  not  got  the  pay  list  here, 
but  there  is  a  difference. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Very  little,  I  think. 

Mr.  HALE.     No;  it  is  considerable. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  difference  of  pay  is  nom- 
inal. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     So  I  thought. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  A  rear  admiral  on  the  retired 
list  draws  $2,000  a  year,  and  acomjtnodore  on  the 
retired  list  <il, 800. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     A  difference  of  §200  only. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  These  commodores,  though  on 
the  retired  list,  are  not  actually  retired,  because 
they  are  all  in  employment,  but  they  are  in  em- 
ployment on  shore,  and  probably  will  continue 
to  be.  The  real  difference,  therefore,  would  be 
the  difference  between  the  shore-duty  pay  of  a 
rear  admiral,  which  is  ^4,000, and  the  shore-duty 


pay  of  a  commodore,  which  is  |i3,200 — a  differ- 
ence of  $800  a  year  in  the  case  of  each  one. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  promotion  under  this 
bill,  if  it  shall  pass,  of  the  number  of  commodores, 
or  of  any  commodore,  only  arises,  as  I  under-' 
stand  it,  where  the  party  has  been  by  service  in 
war  disqualified  from  going  upon  the  active  list. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Not  in  war;  by  continued 
service. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  would  be  in  war  or  in 
peace.     The  language  of  the  section  is; 

And  if  the  disqualification  of  any  officer  so  retired  oc- 
curred in  the  line  of  his  duty,  or  is  in  consequence  of  his 
honorable  fulfilhnenl  of  the  term  of  active  service  prescribed 
by  law,  he  shall  ho  placed  upon  the  retired  list  one  grade 
higher  than  that  from  which  he  was  retired. 

I  was  about  to  say  that  after  an  officer  has 
served  with  distinction  faithfully  throughout  the 
whole  period  of  time  he  has  been  in  the  Navy  up 
to  the  time  when  his  disqualification  in  conse- 
quence of  thatservice  contimences,  it  would  seem 
to  be  treating  him  with  somewhat  of  severity  to 
deny  him  promotion.  These  officers,  I  think,  value 
more  the  promotion  and  the  rank  than  they  do 
the  pecuniary  compensation  which  the  rank  may 
carry.  A  commodore  who  may  be  disabled  by 
wounds  in  battle — for  it  applies  to  him  as  well  as 
to  any  such  officer  who  from  any  other  cause 
turns  out  to  be  disqualified  for  active  service — is 
to  go  on  the  retired  list,  and  he  would  feel  him- 
self, I  think,  seriously  injured  in  reputation  if  he 
was  not  given  the  higher  rank  of  rear  admiral. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Ihere  are  none  promoted  on 
retirement  now. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  know  that;  but  this  is  to 
provide  for  it.  My  friend  from  Iowa  suggests 
the  difference  in  pay  (which  is  comparatively 
notjiing)  if  they  remain  on  shore  duty  after  being 
puTupon  the  retired  list;  but  that  is  by  no  means 
the  difference  which  there  will  be  if  they  are  put 
upon  active  duty  on  the  ocean;  and  he  supposes 
that  a  good  many  of  these  officers  who  may  not 
be  able  to  stand  the  test  which  they  are  to  be  sub- 
jected to  before  the  board  may  still  be  perfectly 
capable  of  doing  full  duty  on  shore  or  full  duty 
at  sea.  Now,  to  such  I  suppose  it  would  not  be 
anything  but  right  to  give  them  the  rank  that  this 
bill  proposes  in  that  case  to  give  them.  You 
ought  not  to  make  them  during  life  remain  still 
as  commodores,  although  they  may  up  to  the 
period  of  the  termination  of  life,  whether  that 
occurs  by  reason  of  disease  or  in  battle,  be  able 
to  do  the  duty  of  the  higher  rank.  Personally, 
therefore,  I  should  prefer,  out  of  regard  to  those 
officers  and  for  the  good  of  the  service,  that  the 
bill  should  stand  as  it  is. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  have  no  desire  one  way  or 
the  other  about  this  matter.  I  do  not  Ijelieve, 
however,  in  the  idea  that  when  you  do  retii-e  a 
man  you  should  retire  hind  to  a  grade  above  that 
which  he  had  before.  It  was  with  a  great  deal 
of  difficulty  that  we  carried  through  a  retiring 
bill  here  at  all,  and  now  we  are  advancing,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  one  step 
further,  and  not  only  giving  him  the  retired  pay 
of  the  grade  to  which  he  belonged  at  the  time  he 
was  retired,  but  we  are  going  to  retire  him  with 
the  pay  of  a  grade  higher  than  that  to  which  he 
belonged  at  the  time  he  was  retired.  It  is  very 
easy  for  anybody  to  see,  who  will  refer  to  the 
Register,  that  all  these  retired  officers,  or  nearly 
all  of  them, are  employed;  they  are  in  the  perform- 
ance of  shore  duty;  and  therefore  when  we  come 
to  estimate  wliat  the  difference  is  between  their 
present  pay,  or  what  their  pay  would  be  if  they 
were  retired  in  the  grade  in  which  they  now  are 
and  the  pay  they  will  receive  when  retired  to  the 
grade  next  above  that  in  which  they  now  are, 
you  must  calculate  the  difference  between  the 
shore-duty  pay  of  those  two  grades.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  shore-duty  pay  of  a  commo- 
dore and  an  admiral  is  $800  a  year.  The  number  on 
the  retired  list,  accorditig  to  the* Register  of  last 
year,  of  these  commodores  who  may  become 
rear  admirals  under  the  operation  of  this  bill,  if  it 
shall  be  enacted,  is  twenty.  This  bill  I  have  not 
paid  much  attention  to,  and  it  only  occurred  to 
me  while  it  was  being  read  that  tins  would  be 
the  effect  of  it. 

Tiien  on  the  retired  list  there  are  eleven  cap- 
tains who  have  been  in  the  service  long  enough 
to  be  added  to  the  twenty  commodores,  who  under 
the  retrospective  section  of  the  bill  may  also  be- 
come admirals.    Then  wc  shall  have  under  the 
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operation  of  tlie  bill,  as  1  understand  it,  thirty- 
one  admirals  in  addition  to  the  nine  retired  ad- 
mirals we  have  now. 

There  are  two  questions  to  be  settled:  first,  are 
"we  prepared  to  retire  all  these  officers,  wlien  they 
are  retired,  to  a  pay  higher  than  that  which  they 
get;  and  then  here  is  another  thing:  take  as  an 
illustration  a  captain  in  the  Navy  wlio  is  retired 
us  a  commodore,  and  I  should  like  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  to  answer  me  that  question  as  a 
legal  question:  a  captain  is  retired  under  the  op- 
eration of  this  bill  and  becomes  a  retired  commo- 
dore, and  lie  afterwards  is  employed  on  shore 
duty;  is  he  to  draw  the  shore-duty  pay  of  the 
grade  to  which  he  is  advanced  ?     I  suppose  he  is. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     1  should  suppose  so. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Then  the  loss  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  salary  is,  as  I  said  before,  just  the  differ- 
ence between  the  shore-duly  pay  of  the  grade  he 
now  occupies  and  that  to  which  he  has  been  ad- 
vanced, and  that  is  §800  a  year. 

Mr.  HALE.  To  meet  the  difficulty,  I  propose 
to  amend  the  fourth  section  by  adding  at  the  end 
of  it  these  words,  which  I  hope  will  obviate  the 
difficulty: 

PioiiJeil,  Tliere  be  a  vacancy  in  the  next  liigticr  grade 
as  now  e.-ilabli.^licil  by  law  to  wliicli  lie  may  be  promoted. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  that  proviso  re- 
lieves the  bill  from  what  would  seem  to  me  to  be 
a  very  great  objection.  I  know  very  little  about 
this  bill  or  about  naval  matters,  but  I  was  very 
much  struck  with  this  feature  when  it  was  first 
read.  It  is  a  premium  offered  for  a  man  to  be  re- 
tired from  the  Navy.  A  man  who  is  retired  is 
retired  to  an  advanced  grade.  That  is  a  very 
strange  provision.  The  man  who  remains  in  the 
service  doing  his  duty  and  in  active  service  is 
outranked  by  a  person  who  is  retired, and  a  man 
who  is  retired  not  because  of  any  distinguished 
service;  but  if  lie  has  remained  in  the  service  the 
length  of  time  requisite,  without  performing  any 
rcrftarkable  deeds, -he  is  to  be  retired,  and  on  be- 
ing retired  is  to  be  advanced  one  grade.  A  com- 
mander becomes  a  captain,  a  captain  becomes  a 
commodore,  a  commodore  becomes  an  admiral,  if 
he  can  manage  to  be  retired.  It  seems  to  me  that 
that  is  a  very  strange  provision.  I  should  sup- 
pose the  promotion  would  be  in  behalf  of  those 
who  performed  service  and  remained  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  that  an  inducement  would  be  held  out 
to  those  in  active  service.  It  would  never  occur 
t(5  me  that  the  proper  way  to  promote  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Army  or  the  Navy  would  be  to  offer 
a  rewfard  for  men  to  be  retired.  I  hope  certainly 
the  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

There  is  another  suggestion  that  I  wish  to  make 
while  1  am  up.  The  sixth  section,  if  I  under- 
stand it,  contains  a  limitation  that  ought  not  to 
be  adopted  by  Congress.  Itprovides  "  that  any 
officer  in  the  naval  service,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Seimte,  may  be  advanced 
not  exceeding  thirty  numbers  in  his  own  grade, 
for  distinguisiied  conduct  in  battle  or  extraordi- 
nary heroism."  Why  limit  it  to  thirty  numbers 
in  his  own  grade? 

Mr.  HALE.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me,  I 
will  state  that  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  exist- 
ing law,  which  is  not  repealed  by  this  bill,  it  is 
provided  "that  any  line  officer  of  the  Navy  or 
marine  corps  may  be  advanced  one  grade,  if, 
U[)on  recommendation  of  the  President  byname, 
lie  receives  the  thanks  of  Congress  for  highly  dis- 
Viiiguishcd  conduct  in  conflict  with  the  enemy,  or 
for  extraordinary  heroism  in  the  line  of  his  pro- 
fession." The  provision  ofthis  bill  to  which  the 
Senator  refers  is  put  in  as  a  reward  of  merit  not 
quite  equal  to  an  advance  of  one  grade.  It  does 
not  repeal  the  law  1  have  just  read. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Unquestionably  it  re- 
peals that  law,  bec;vuse  it  provides — and  1  was 
just  going  to  make  that  jininl — that  "any  officer 
in  the  naval  scrviipc" — that  apiilics  to  all  officers 
— "  may  be  advanced  not  cxcieding  thirty  num- 
bers in  his  own  grad(!."  Surely  thai  is  a  limit- 
ation upon  advancing  him  more  than  thirty  num- 
bers in  his  own  grade,  oV  advancing  him  from  one 
grade  to  another.  I  was  going  to  inquire  how  it 
would  be  if  a  pernon  at  the  head  of  his  grade, 
being  one  or  two  numbers  from  the  head  of  ihnl 
particular  grade,  peiformt^d  some  distinguished 
service,  how  could  Ur.  obtain  promotion  at  all? 
There  would  he  no  thirty  numbers  in  the  grade  up 
which  he  conld  go,  and  you  could  not  promote 
from  one  grade  to  another. 


Mr. GRIMES.  You  could  puthimatthe  head 
of  his  grade. 

,  Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  he  was  at  the  head  of 
his  grade,  then  he  could  not  be  promoted  for  dis- 
tinguished services;  but  the  other  act  is  repealed 
by  this  bill.  This  provides  that  "any  officer  in 
the  naval  service" — that  embraces  all  in  all  the 
grades — "  may  be  advanced" — how? — "  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty  numbers  in  his  own  grade."  Will 
it  be  said.that  that  does  not  repeal  a  law  that  au- 
thorizes the  advancing  from  one  grade  to  another? 
It  strikes  me  that  it  does.  Any  law  inconsistent 
with  this  provision  thatallowsan  advance  eTcceed- 
ing  thirty  numbers  in  a  particular  grade  is  repealed 
by  this,  because  if  a  man  goes  from  one  grade  to 
another  his  advance  may  be  more  than  thirty 
numbers.  Why  the  limitation  anyway?  If  an 
officer  has  distinguished  himself  greatly  in  the 
naval  service,  why  not,  by  the  nomination  of  the 
President  and  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, let  him  be  placed  in  any  position  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  President,  and  the 
country,  he  may  be  entitled  lo?  In  the  Army  we 
are  taking  men  who  were  at  the  commencement 
of  this  rebellion  in  the  position  of  lieutenants  and 
captains,  and  making  them  brigadier generalsand 
major  generals,  because  they  have  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  and  shown 
themselves.qualified  forthesehigh  positions.  Why 
not  do  the  same  thing  in  the  Navy?  I  do  not  like 
the  limitation  in  the  sixtli  section;  and  I  do  not 
like  the  idea  of  offering  a  reward  to  men  to  be 
retired^  and  therefore,  if  it  is  in  order,  I  move 
to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  section, 
all  after  the  word  "  list"  in  the  eighth  line. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  think  my  honorable  friend  from 
Illinois  is  mistaken.  Here  are  two  provisions, 
and  they  are  provisions  of  a  different  class.  In 
the  ninth  section  of  the  act  approved  July  16, 
1862,  it  is  provided  that — 

"."VMy  line  officer  of  the  Navy  or  marine  corps  may  be 
advanced  one  grade,  if,  upon  reconiniendatioii  of  the  Pres- 
ideiU  by  name,  he  ri'ccives  the  thanks  of  Congress  for 
highly  distinguished  conduct  in  conflict  with  the  enemy, 
(jr  for  extraordinary  heroism  in  the  line  of  his  profession." 

And  under  that  we  have  promoted  two  officers, 
I  think,  at  this  session,  Rodgers  and  Rowan. 
The  sixth  section  of  this  bill  provides  "that  any 
officer  in  the  naval  service,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  be  advanced 
not  exceeding  thirty  numbers  in  his  own  grade, 
for  distinguished  conduct,"  and  that  without  re- 
ceiving the  thanks  of  Congress.  The  two  are  per- 
fectly consistent  with  each  other.  This  bill  contem- 
plates that  there  may  bean  officer  in  a  subordinate 
situation  who  may  so  distinguish  himself  that  he 
is  entitled  to  some  promotion,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  has  not  so  greatly  distinguished  himselfas 
to  be  entitled  to  a  vote  of  thanks  from  Congress, 
and  therefore  for.  this  line  of  conduct  the  officer 
may  be  promoted  thirty  numbers  in  his  giade, 
leaving  the  other  section  providing  for  a  promo- 
tion of  one  grade  in  certain  cases  in  full  force. 

In  regard  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  I  am  far  from  certain  that 
it  is  not  a  wise  one,  and  that  is  to  strike  out  all  the 
fourth  section  after  line  eight;  and  I  am  the  more 
inclined  to  consent  to  that  for  the  reason  that  there 
is  a  provision  that  they  inay  be  promo/ed  on  the 
retired  list  after  they  are  ]iut  there.  I  shall  not 
object  to  the  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Did  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  submit  a  motion? 

Mr.  HALE.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  moves 
to  strike  out  of  the  fourth  section  all  after  the 
word  "  list,"  in  the  eighth  line. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  propose  to  strike  out  all 
of  section  four  afKu-  the  eighth  line. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  impression 
of  the  Chair  is  that  the  first  question  is  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  HALE.     I  withdraw  that  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  question 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
to  strike  out  all  of  the  fourth  section  after  the 
word  "  list"  iiT  the  eighth  line.  The  words  pro- 
posed to  be  stricken  out  will  In;  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  words  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out,  as  follows: 

And  if  th('  distnialificalion  of  nny  ciCUcpr  so  rctiri^d  oc- 
(Mirri'd  In  thi'  lini'  of  Ills  ilniv.  or  Is  in  conficqnencc  of  his 
lir>Morali|i-  liiKlllniiNit  of  the  linn  of  active  tuirvlee  pre- 
8crih.:d  by  law,  hi'  kImII  In-  placed  upon  llie  roliri'il  list  one 
grade  liighcr  tlian  tliut  frmn  which  he  was  rotired. 

The  amcndmciU  was  agreed  to. 


The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  were- concurred  in.  The 
amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  . 

JOSEPH  FORD. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  228, 
for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Ford. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  is  a  private  bill,  and 
there  is  a  public  bill  here  of  some  importance  that 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Howard]  has 
tried  for  a  week  to  get  action  upon;  but  he  has 
been  so  unsuccessful  that  I  believe  he  has  with- 
drawn'and  pretty  much  given  up  trying  to  gel  the 
floor  at  all.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  allow  him  to 
take  it  up  and  pass  it. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  This  bill  might  have  been 
passed  in  the  time  the  Senator  from  Illinois  has 
been  occupying.  1  have  been  trying  for  a  week 
to  dispose  of  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Harris  was  agreed  to;  and 
the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  228)  con- 
firming the  title  of  Joseph  Ford  to  certain  lands 
in  Rice  county  in  the  State  of  Minnesota.  It 
provides  that  the  title  of  Joseph  Ford  in  and  to 
the  south  half  of  the  northeast  quarter,  and  the 
southeast  quarter  of  the  nortli,west  quarter,  and 
the  northwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of 
section  six,  in  township  one  hundred  and  eleven, 
of  range  nineteen,  in  Rice  county,  Minnesota, 
containing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  shall  be 
fully  and  absolutely  confirmed;  and  that  a  patent 
be  issued  to  him. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  a 
very  singular  bill.  It  does  not  protect  the  rights 
of  third  parties  if  there  is  any  controversy  about 
this  land.     1  do  not  know  whether  there  is  or  not. 

Mr.  HARRIS.     None  at  all. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  But  the  character  of  these 
bills  usually  is  to  transfer  the  Government  title 
to  the  lands.  This  bill  as  it  reads  absolutely 
grants  the  land  to  this  man.  If  it  is  public  land 
and  there  is  no  dispute  about  it,  very  well. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  1  will  state  in  a  word  how  it  is. 
Joseph  Ford  some  six  or  eight  years  ago  entered 
on  this  land  and  filed  the  usual  claim  of  preemp- 
tion. He  subsequently  purchased  a  land-warrant 
and  located  that  land- warrant  upon  this  land. 
That  warrant  was  a  genuine  warrant,  but  he  was 
deceived  in  regard  to  it,  inasmuch  as  the  warrant 
had  been  obtained  upon  fraudulent  or'forged  pa- 
pers. The  warrant  was  subsequently  rescinded 
and  canceled.  Mr.  Ford  occupies  the  land,  has 
gone  oil  and  improved  it,  and  is  now  a  soldier  in 
liii^  Army.  Under  these  circumstances  the  House 
uf  Representatives  has  passed  this  bill  establish- 
ing his  title. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  from 
New  York  if  there  is  anything  to  prevent  this 
gentleman  from  buying  anoiliGr  land-warrant 
and  locating  it  on  the  same  land.  That  privilege 
is  always,  I  think,  granted  to  those  who  have 
made  locations  on  a  fraudulent  warrant,  and  I 
know  of  no  case  heretofore  in  which  Congress 
has  intervened  to  give  the  land  to  a  man  because 
he  had  unfortunately  bought  a  fraudulent  war- 
rant. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  There  is  a  report  of  the  com- 
inittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  this 
subject  stilting  the  circaimStances  of  this  man;  that 
he  IS  poor,  that  he  is  a  soldier  in  the  service  of 
the  country  and  has  been  for  a  year  and  a  half; 
that  he  has  a  large  family  in  very  indigent  cir- 
cumstances on  this  land;  and  under  these  circum- 
stances they  passed  the  bill.  That  is  the  whole 
case. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  It  will  be  a  precedeiTt  I  suf>- 
pose,  if  established,  that  will  entitleevery  soldier 
who  is  poor  to  a  quarter  section  of  land. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
New  York  that  he  let  this  bill  go  over  until  we 
can  get  the  report. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  The  report  is  here,  but  I  have 
no  objectidii  lo  its  going  over. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

TICRUITOUY  OF  MONTANA. 
Mr.  WADE,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amondmenls  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  15)  to 
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provide  a  temporary  governmetit  for  ihe  Terri- 
tory of  Montana,  submitted  the  following  report: 
Tlic  committee  of  conference  appointed  to  consider  tlie 
ditiagrceing  votes  of  tlie  two  Houses  on  tlie  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
15)c-ntilled  "An  act  to  provide  a  leniporaiy  government 
for  the  Territory  ot' Montana,"  Ijaving  met,  after  a  full  and 
frec^  conference  liave  agreed  to  report  to  llieir  respective 
Mouses  and  recommend  as  follows: 

Tliat  llic  House  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
first  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same. 
That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  second  amendment. 
That  the  House  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  tlie 
tliird  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same. 
B.  F.  WADE, 
J.  H.  LANE, 
W.  SPRAGUE, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
F.  C.  BEAMAN, 
J.  M.JiS[lLEY, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Hepresentatlves. 
The  report  was  concurred  in. 

ROCK  ISLAND  ARSENAL. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  to  take  up  House  bill 
No.  206. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
206)  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  establishment  of 
certain  arsenals. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  It^vas  read 
tlie  third  time,  and  passed. 

MASONIC  HALL  ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  tlie  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Before  my  colleague  makes 
that  motion  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  a  bill  so 
that  it  shall  be  in  order  to-morrow  atone  o'clock. 
It  is  Senate  bill  No.  141,  to  repeal  all  acts  for  the 
rendition  of  fugitives  from-service  or  labor. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  That  bill  will  very  likely  oc- 
cupy a  good  deal  of  lime. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  My  colleague  proposes  to 
move  an  executive  session,  and  1  wish  to  leave  this 
bill  pending. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  I  have  a  little  bill  here  that 
will  not  take  long,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  it 
should  be  put  upon  its  passage  this  evening.  The 
bill  to  which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  al- 
ludes will  evidently  lead  to  a  good  deal  of  discus- 
sion if  taken  up  to-night. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  will  understand 
that  I  make  the  motion  because  my  colleague  has 
already  announced  his  purpose  to  move  an  exec- 
utive session;  and  my  idea  was  to  have  this  bill 
taken  up  and  be  pending  when  the  motion  for  an 
executive  session  was  adopted. 

Mj-.  WILLEY.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  allow 
the  bill  for  the  charterof  a  Masonic  Hall  associa- 
tion in  Washington  to  be  taken  up  and  passed. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well.  I  am  willing  to 
accommodate  the  Senator. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  anxious  to  have  an  ex- 
ecutive session,  but  I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
for  the  Senator  from  West  Virginia. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  Then  I  make  the  motion  to 
take  up  the  bill  to  which  I  have  referred. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
theliill  (S.No.  130)  for  a  charter  of  Masonic  Hall 
Association, in  Washington  city,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  The  bill  has  been  read  once, 
and  was  then  recommitted.  I  suggest,  therefore, 
that  only  the  amendments  be  read  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  ob- 
jection, the  reading  of  the  bill  will  be  dispensed 
with,  and  only  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
committee  will  be  read. 

'I'lie  first  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  one,  after  the  name  of  B.  B.  French,  to 
strike  out  the  letters  "  K.  T.;"  after  the  name  of 
Robert  McMurdy  to  strike  out  the  letters  "  R. 
A. "and  to  insert  "  Royal  Arch;"  after  the  name 
of  George  C.  Whiting  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  of  the  S.  P.  R.  S.,  thirty-second  degree,  A.  A. 
R.;"  after  tlie  name  of  E.  L.  Stevens  to  strike  out 
the  letters  "A.  A.  R.;"  after  the  name  of  Z.  D. 
Gilman  to  strike  out  the  letters  "  K,  T.;"  after 
the  nnme  of  W.  P.  Pnrdllo  to  .strike  out  the  let- 

102 


ters  "  U.  D.  K.  T.;"  after  the  name  of  W.  M. 
Smith  to  strike  out  the  letters  "  R.  A.,"  and  to 
insert  "Royal  Arch;"  after  the  name  of  W.  G. 
Parkhurst  to  strike  out  the  letters  "  R.  A.,"  and 
to  insert  "  Royal  Arch;"  and  after  the  name  of 
James  Steelle  to  strike  out  the  letters  "  R.  A.," 
and  to  insert  "  Royal  Arch." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  comr^ittee  was  in 
section  one,  after  line  twenty-five,  to  strike  out 
the  words,  "  recognized  hereby  as  a  board  of  trus- 
tees," and  to  insert  "  and  their  successors  to  be 
appointed  in  the  manner  hereinafter  declared." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  two,  line  five,  after  the  word  "  appointed," 
to  insert  "in  the  manner  hereinafter  declared." 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  to 
insert  at  the  end  of  the  second  section  the  follow- 
ing proviso: 

Provided,  That  said  corporation  shall  take  and  hold  no 
more  land  than  is  necessary  for  a  site  on  which  to  erect  a 
Masonic  hall  suitable  and  convenient  for  the  transaction  of 
the  business  of  the  association  and  the  promotion  of  the 
principles  and  purposes  aforesaid.  But  this  provision  shall 
not  prevent  the  said  corporation  from  constructing  suitable 
rooms  and  offices  in  connection  witli  the  said  hall,  to  rent, 
and  renting  the  same,  and  receiving  rent  therefor,  to  be 
applied  to  the  promotion  of  the  principles  and  purposes 
aforesaid  ;  nor  shall  it  prevent  said  corporation  from  se- 
curing debts  due  to  it,  nor  the  payment  of  money  loaned  by 
it,  by  mortgages  on  real  estate. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  four,  line  seven,  to  strike  out  ih.c  word 
"  corporation  "and  insert  "  corporators,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them;"  in  line  nine,  to  strike  outthe  word 
"  corporation  "and  insert  "  corporators,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them;"  in  line  fifteen,  after  the  word 
"  corporators,"  to  insert  "  or  a  majority  of  them;" 
in  line  six  teen,  after  the  word  "  by,"to  strikeout 
the  words  "the  rules  of  said  corporation,  "and  to 
insert  "said  corporators  or  a  majority  of  them;" 
and  in  line  twenty-seven,  after  the  words  "per- 
sonal notice,"  to  strikeout  the  word"  of,"  and  in- 
sert "  served  on." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  five,  line  two,  to  strike  out  the  word 
"company"  and  insert  "corporators;"  in  line 
four,  after  the  word  "  stockholders,"  to  insert  the 
words  "on  the  first  Monday  of  December  in  each 
year;"  and  in  line  seven,  after  the  word  "ap- 
pointed," to  insert  the  words  "in  the  manner 
hereafter  declared;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

That  the  government  and  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the 
corporators  shall  be  vested  in  a  board  of  directors,  five  in 
number,  elected  bytlic  stockholders  on  the  first  Monday  of 
December  in  each  yearfrom  amongthe  corporators  named 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  llieir  successors,  elected 
or  appointed  in  the  manner  hereinafter  declared  by  the  ma- 
sonic bodies  they  represent,  who  shall  hold  their  office  for 
one  year  and  until  others  are  duly  elected  and  qualified  to 
take  their  places  as  directors,"  &c. 

The  amendment  v/as  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  five,  lines  thirteen  and  Ibiirteen,  to  strike 
out  the  words  "board  of  trustees"  and  insert 
"corporators  aforesaid;"  in  line  fifteen  to  strike 
out  the  word  "  company"  and  insert  "corpora- 
tion;" and  in  liiie  sixteen  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  company"  and  to  insert  "  corporation;"  so  that 
the  clause  will  read: 

And  the  said  directors  shall  elect  one  of  their  number  to 
be  president  of  the  board,  who  shall  also  be  president  of 
the  company,  and  shall  elect  a  secretary  from  among  tiieir 
own  number,  or  from  the  corporators  aforesaid,  wlio  shall 
also  be  secretary  of  the  corporation,  and  they  shall  also 
choose  a  treasurer,  who  shall  give  bonds  witli  surety  to  said 
corporation,  in  such  sum  as  the  said  directors  may  require, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  five,  line  twenty-four, after  the  word  "  ap- 
pointed," to  insert  the  words  "in  the  manner 
hereinafter  declared." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  six,  line  five,  to  strike  out  the  wnrti  "  com- 


pany" and  insert  "corporation;"  and  in  line 
eight  to  strike  out  the  word  "company"  and  to 
insert  "  corporation."  ». 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  to 
strike  out  the  seventh  section  in  the  following 
words: 

Sec.  7.  Jlnd  le  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ofRcera 
and  members  of  the  several  masonic  bodies  named  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act  are  hereby  created  and  made, 
separately  and  individually,  bodies  politic  and  corporate, 
and  by  their  individual  name,  as  given  in  said  first  section, 
may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impiraded,  in  any  i^ourl 
of  law  or  equity  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and  shall  bo 
capable  of  taking  and  holding  real  and  personal  estate,  and 
may  have  and  use  each  a  common  seal,  and  may  change 
the  same  at  pleasure,  and  be  entitled  to  use  and  e.Ycrcise, 
separately  and  individually,  all  the  powers,  rights,  and 
privileges  incident  to  such  corporation.  And  the  said  ma- 
sonic bodies  shall  have  power  to  make  and  prescribe  such 
by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  as  they  may  deem  needful  . 
and  'proper  for  the  disposition  and  management  of  tho 
stock,  property,  estate,  and  effects  belonging  to  or  held  by 
the  said  masonic  body  in  its  individual  capacity,  not  con-  . 
trary  to  the  charter,  or  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
ordinances  of  Washington  city,  and  shall  have  power  to 
alter  or  amend  the  same  as  tlic  interests  of  Hie  said  masonio 
body,  in  its  individual  capacity,  may  require. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  to 
strike  out  the  eighth  section  after  the  enacting 
clause  in  the  following  words: 

That  the  several^persons  composing  the  board  of  trustees 
named  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall  hold  their  ofFicea 
for  the  period  of  one  year  from  and  alter  the  i}assage  of  this 
_act,  and  until  their  successors  are  duly  elected  bytliesev- 
'eral  masonic  bodies  they  represent.  And  it  sliall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  several  masonic  bodies  named  in  tlie  said 
first  section,  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  tlie  year,  and 
annually  thereafter,  to  meet,  and  in  their  separate  and  iiv- 
dividual  capacity  elect,  by  ballot,  one  of  their  number  as 
their  representative  in  llie  said  board  of  trustees,  and  the 
said  representative  shall  be  a  trustee  for  said  masonic  body, 
and  shall  have  charge  of  its  stock,  property,  and  effects,  in 
trust,  under  such  rules  and  regulatlonsas  may  be  prescribed 
by  said  masonic  body  :  Prooided,  That  should  any  one  of 
the  several  masonic  bodies  named  in  tlie  said  first  section 
suri-enderor  forfeit  its  liiasonic  charter  or  warrant,  or  cease 
to  c.\ist,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to  a  representative  In  the 
aforesaid  board  of  trustees. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

That  each  masonic  body  or  organization  named  in  th»( 
first  section  of  this  act  shall  be  entitled,  during  the  month 
of  November,  lbG4,  and  annually  thereafter,  to  meet  and 
select,  by  ballot,  one  of  its  members  as  a  successor  to  the 
person  then  or  last  representing  it  as  member  of  tiiis  corJ 
poralion,  whose  annual  term  expires  next  thereafter,  or 
which  miiy  have  exiiired  next  before  that  time,  so  that  said 
corporation  shall  forever  consist  of  one  corporator  from 
eacli  of  the  said  masonic  bodies  named  in  tlie  first  section 
of  this  act:  Provided,  however,  That  should  any  of  the 
said  several  masonic  bodies,  named  in  the  first  .section  of 
this  act,  surrender  or  forfeit  its  masonie  charter  or  war- 
rant, (u-  from  any  cause  cease  to  be  recognized  by  the  Or- 
der of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  it  shall  not  thereafter 
be  entitled  to  any  representation  in  said  corporation,  nor 
shall  tho  continued  corporate  existence  and  rights  ot  this 
association  be  In  anywise  affected  thereby,  so  long  as  there 
remain  five  corporators  qualified  to  aetassucli. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  cornitiittce  was  in 
section  nine,  line  two,  after  the  word  "consist- 
ory" to  insert  "now  in  existence;"  in  line  five,  * 
to  strike  out  the  words  "  board  of  trustees,"  and 
to  insert  "corporators  named  in  the 'first  section, 
or  their  successors;"  in  line  six,  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  board"  and  to  insert  " corporation ;"anii 
in  line  eight,  after  the  word  "  act,"  to  strike  out 
the  words,  "  and  shall  enjoy  all  the  powers,  rights, 
and  privileges  granted  to  said  masonic  bodies, 
collectively  or  individually,  by  the  several  sec- 
tions of  this  act;"  so  that  the  section  will  I'ead: 

Sec.  9.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  masonic 
lodge,  chapter,  council,  coniniauclery,  or  consistory  now 
in  exisicnee  or  tliat  may  hereafter  bi;  instituted  in  tlie  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  may,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  two 
thirds  of  the  corpjirators  named  in  the  first  section,  or  tlieir 
successors,  be  admitted  to  a  representation  in  said  corpo- 
ration upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  several  masonic  bodies 
named  in  the  first  section  of  ihis  act. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amendetl, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
of  tho  Scnatiu-  from  West  Virginia  who  has  had 
charge  of  this  bill,  whether  it  has  been  changed, 
in  those  features  to  which  objection  was  madft 
when  it  was  before  the  Senate  hcrotofore. 

Mr.  WILLEY.     It  has. 
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Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  It  provides  for  only  one 
cor|iornii(iii,  iis  I  uiidorstand  it  now. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  One  corporation  with  provis- 
ions to  nuliiorizeotlicr  masonic  bodies  to  appoint 
corporators;  but  there  is  only  one  corporation 
incorporntcd. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     I  am  satisfied. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  observe  that  there  is  in 
the  bill  a  provision  pnrporting  to  be  a  prohibition 
against  this  corpoiaiion  holding  any  hnid  further 
than  is  nccessnry  to  build  this  hall.  That  is  nil 
well  enough;  but  then  it  goes  on  to  provide  tiiat 
nothing  in  this  act,  however,  shall  prevent  (hum 
from  securing  debts  due  to  them  by  mortgages  on 
real  estate.  To  my  mind,  as  I  understand  the 
operation  of  nn)rigagi'S,  that  is  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  saying  that  tliey  can  buy  as  much  land 
as  they  please.  Suppose,  for  instance,  they  wish 
to  buy  apiece  of  land  and  the  owner  of  it  is  willing 
to  sell  to  them.  They  say,  "  Weare  notat  liberty 
to  buy  it;  our  charter  prohibits  us  from  buying 
any  land  except  what  our  liall  covers;  but  we  will 
tell  you  what  we  can  do:  we  will  Icntl  you  f5,000 
and  you  can  give  us  a  mortgage  on  that  piece  of 
land,  and  then  we  will  foreclose  it,  and  thus  own 
the  land."  They  could  go  on  in  that  way  from 
time  to  time  and  buy  as  much  land  as  they  pleased. 
I  do  not  say  that  there  is  anything  very  import- 
ant in  it;  but  I  do  not  like  to  have  the  bill  read 
as  if  we  meant  to  restrict  this  corporation  in  the 
purchase  of  land  and  then  did  not  restrict  them  at 
all.  It  amounts  to  that  practically.  I  therefore 
move  to  strikeout  that  part  of  the  bill  relating  to 
mortgages.  They  do  not  need  to  deal  in  mort- 
gages. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Will  the  Senator 
indicate  the  section  ? 

Mr.  WILLEY.  I  understand  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  to  projiose  to  strike  out  these  words  in" 
the  second  section: 

Nor  pliall  it  prevent  said  corporation  from  secnringdebts 
due  to  it,  or  the  payment  of  money  loaned  by  it,  by  mort- 
gages on  real  estate. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  That  is  the  part  I  wish 
to  strike  out. 

Mr.  WILLEY.  The  same  suggestion  was 
made  to  my  mind  in  drawing  this  proviso  to  the 
second  section;  but  it  will  be  remembered  by  the 
Senator  that  when  this  bill  was  before  the  Senate 
prior  to  its  recommitment  this  very  proviso  was 
acted  upon  by  the  Senate  and  made  a  part  of  the 
bill.  It  was  not  considered  proper  by  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  bill  was  recommitted,  after 
the  Senate  had  acted  on  that  part  of  it,  to  ignore 
the  action  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  That  is  a  sufficient  reason 
as  to  why  the  committee  did  not  make  this  amend- 
ment, but  it  is  no  answer  to  my  objection. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  will  ask  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  one  question.  One  portion  of  the 
bill  prohibits  this  corporation  from  holding  lands 
on  unconditional  title,  but  it  goes  on  to  provide 
that  it  may  hold  them  as  mortgagee.  Will  that 
enable  them  to  buy  up  on  foreclosure  and  liold 
in  fee .' 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  know  that  this  matter 
will  attract  differently  the  minds  of  lawyers  from 
different  States  where  they  have  different  modes 
of  proceeding.  The  fact  is  that  at  common  law 
the  mortgage,  when  the  pay-day  has  expired,  is 
an  absolute  .title  in  the  mortgagee.  There  is, 
neverthi'less,  an  outstanding  equity  of  redemp- 
tion. A  bill  in  chancery  being  filed  in  such  a 
case  before  the  court,  they  fix  the  time  for  fore- 
closing that  equity  of  redemption,  and  if  the 
money  is  not  paid  in,  according  lo  that  decree,  tlie 
morigngee  owns  the  land  in  law  and  in  chancery 
without  any  sale.  That  is  the  common  law  of 
mortgages. 

I  know  that  in  many  States  they  have  statutes 
which  require,  on  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage, 
a  Bale  of  the  land.  Some  of  them  make  it"  pay 
thcdp.bt  pro  tanto.  Some  of  them  allow  ))o.sHession 
to  be  taken  before  this  procci.-ding,  and  some  after 
it.  They  have  different  statutes  in  diflVrent  Stales 
about  it.  Gut  I  take  it  that  here  the  law  of  mort- 
gage stands  on  the  common  law  of  mortgage.  I 
am  not  acquainted  particularly  with  the  statutes 
of  this  District,  but  I  sufipose  it  does.  If  that  be 
BO,  the  mortgagee  owns  the  land  upon  the  pay- 
day expiring  in  law,  and  upon  the  foreclosure  in 
chancery  he  is  absolute  owner.  I  repeat,  there- 
fore, what  I  before  stated,  that  when  yon  antlior- 
«o  this  corporation   to  take  security  on   land  for 


debts,  you  just  do  away  with  the  prohibition  of 
their  owning  Innds;  because  on  these  mortgages 
and  foreclosures  they  can  buy  any  quaiuity  of 
land  they  please.  The  exception  you  make  covers 
the  whole  ground.  Therefore,  I  say,  1  would 
either  take  off  the  limitation  about  the  arnount  of 
land  they  may  hold,  or  I  would  make  it  effective 
by  saying  that  they  should  not  hold  it  any  more 
on  mortgage  than  anything:  else. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
to  strike  out  the  following  words  at  the  end  of 
the  second  section: 

Nor  shall  it  prevent  said  corporation  from  securin;;  debts 
due  to  it,  or  tlic  payment  of  money  loaned  by  it,  by  mort- 
gages on  real  estate. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  propose  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  the  following  as  an  additional  section: 

^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  may  be  altered, 
amended,  or  repealed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ORDKR  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  now  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No. 
141,  to  repeal  all  laws  for  the  return  of  fugitives 
from  service  or  labor,  in  order  to  leave  it  as  the 
order  of  the  day  for  one  o'clock  to-morrow,  as 
my  colleague  proposes  lo  move  an  executive  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  If  it  is  intended  by  tak- 
ing up  that  bill  now  to  go  on  with  it  to-morrow 
at  one  o'clock,  I  must  object,  for  there  arc  several 
bills  now  before  the  Senate  coming  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  which  I  must  ask  the  Senate 
to  go  on  with  to-morrow.  I  have  yielded  repeat- 
edly, until  it  is  now  getting  late  in  the  session. 
We  shall  have  the  bank  bill  upon  us  in  a  day  or 
two,  and  we  miiet  dispose  of  some  of  these  other 
bills  now. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Would  it  not  be  satisfactory 
to  the  Senator  to  start  with  his  bills  next  week.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  No,  sir.  We  have  lost 
one  day  already  this  week  by  an  adjournment 
over.  There  are  several  bills  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  which  should  be  disposed  of  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  there  is  one  about  to  be  re- 
ported by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sher- 
man,] which  it  will  be  necessary  to  act  upon  just 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  printed.  Then  there  is  the 
executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  appro|)riation 
bill,  which  I  inust  ask  the  Senate  to  go  on  with 
and  get  out  of  the  way  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Does  the  Senator  expect  to 
go  on  with  that  bill  to-morrow.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  My  colleague  on  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  is 
about  to  report  a  bill  from  that  committee  U[)on 
which  he  must  necessarily  ask  immediate  action 
— not  to-day,  because  it  ought  to  be  printed,  but 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  printed,  early  to-inorro,w 
morning.  After  that  is  disposed  of  I  must  ask 
the  Senate  to  go  on  with  the  legislative,  execu- 
tive, and  judicial  appropriation  bill. 

SPECDI.ATION  IN  GOLD. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  directed  bythe  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
(S.  No.  106)  prohibiting  speculative  transactions 
111  gold,  silver, and  foreign  exchange,  and  forother 
purposes,  to  rejiort  it  back  with  an  amendment 
III  tlie  nature  of  a  substitute.  I  give  notice  that 
I  shall  call  it  up  to-morrow  for  action. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration   of  executive  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  some 
time  spent  in  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness, the  doors  were  reopened,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TiiunsDAY,  April  14,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer  by 

the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channino. 

The.Tiiurnal  of  Tuesday  was  read  and  approved. 

EVENING  SK3SI0NS. 
Mr.  WILSON.     1  ask  the  unanimous  con.sent 


of  the  House  to  submit  the  following  resolution 
for  its  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  nntil  otherwise  ordered  this  House  will, 
on  each  day,  take  a  recess  from  half  past  lour  o'clock  until 
Steven  o'clock,  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  night  ses- 
sions for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.     I  object. 

LEAVE  TO  VOTE. 

Mr.  YEAMAN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  for  leave  to  record  my  vote  on  the 
resolution  censuring  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Harris.]  I  ask  to  have  it  recorded 
in  the  affirmative. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

PROPOSED  EXPULSION  OF  A  MEMBER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  (Mr.  Rollins,  of 
New  Hampshire,  taking  the  chair  as  Speaker  pro 
tempore)  In  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Colfax  on  Saturday  last  to  expel 
Mr.  Long,  on  which  Mr.  Rogers  was  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  iiave  listened 
with  great  attention  for  several  days  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  grave  and  important  subject,  one 
in  which  the  people  of  this  country  are  more  in- 
terested than  in  any  other  that  has  agitated  this 
Flouse  during  this  session.  It  is  a  question 
whether  the  right  which  God  breathed  into  man 
when  he  placed  Adam  in  the  garden  of  Eden,  the 
right  to  speak  his  honest  sentiments  upon  national 
subjects,  shall  be  perinitted  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  Because  the  apostles  of  old  pro- 
claimed to  the  world  that  man  should  repent  and 
be  saved,  the  high  priest  rose  up  and  all  that  were 
with  him,  and  were  filled  with  indignation,  and 
laid  their  hands  upon  them  and  put  them  in  the 
common  prison,  but  the  angel  of  the  Lord  by  night 
opened  the  prison  doors  and  Jirought  them  forth, 
and  said: 

"  Go,  stand  and  speak  in  the  temple  to  the  people  all  the 
words  of  this  lite." 

"Then  spake  the  Lord  to  Paul  in  the  night  by  a  vision, 
Be  not  afraid,  but  speak,  and  hold  not  thy  peace." 

Thus  speaks  divine  revelation  in  behalf  of  this 
inherent  right.  Remember  that  the  Lord  and 
Saviour  of  the  world  was  crucified  upon  Mount 
Calvary  by  the  enemies  of  free  speech,  because 
He  would  preach  in  the  temples  and  synagogues 
the  words  of  eternal  life;  and  1  doubt  not  that  the 
radicals  of  the  party  in  power  would  have,  if  they 
had  lived  in  that  day,  cried  out  with  the  rabble, 
"  Crucify  Him,"  and  would  have  taken  a  hand  in 
placing  Daniel  in  the  lion's  den  and  the  three  in- 
nocents into  the  fiery  furnace. 

In  some  countries  it  is  even  to  this  day  a  crime 
to  speak  on  any  subject,  religious,  philosophical, 
or  political,  anything  contrary  to  the  conceived 
ideas  of  the  Governtnent,  however  laudable  mtiy 
be  the  design  and  motive.  It  is  extended  so  far 
that  to  question  the  conduct  of  public  men  in  ternis 
of  truth  has  been  and  still  is  consid(!red  a  scandal 
upon  their  stations  and  characters,  and  subjects 
the  party  to  grievous  punishment.  The  Govern- 
ments in  some  countries  control  the  printing  of 
all  books  and  shackle  the  press  and  allow  it  to 
speak  only  in  such  language  as  the  Governments 
license  for  publication.  The  common  inlieri.!ance 
of  the  world,  which  is  the  Bible  itself,  has  been 
put  entirely  under  the  control  of  some  Govern- 
ments, and  not  perinitted  to  be  read  except  in  a 
lang^ua^'e  unknown  to  the  common  inhabitants  of 
thecouiUry.  The  art  of  printing  was  once,  even 
in  England,  lo-day(he  freest  country  in  the  world, 
controlled  by  the  Crown  and  considered  a  mere 
matter  of  state,  and  was  regulated  by  the  king's 
proclamations,  prohibitions,  charters  of  privilege, 
licenses,  and  at  last  by  the  decrees  of  the  court  of 
Star  Chamber,  which  limited  the  number  of  print- 
ers and  presses  and  prohibited  iii;w  publications 
without  proper  licenses;  and  the  Long  Parliament 
of  Cliarles  I  in  1G41  exercised,  after  ilieir  rupture 
with  him,  the  same  powers  of  the  Star  Chamber 
upon  the  subject,  and  issued  their  ordinances 
founded  upon  a  Star  Chamber  decree  of  1637. 
After  the  rcMioi-ation  of  Charles  11  they  passed  a 
statute  up(ni  the  same  subject  nearly  copied  from 
ihe  said  ordinances.  Thiy  act  expired  in  1679 
and  was  revived  and  continued  a  few  years  afier 
the  revolution  of  1688.  The  Government  made 
des|n'rate  ellorts  to  kee|)  it  in  force,  biiton  account 
of  its  violent  resistance  by  Parliament  it  expired 
ill  lf>04  ami   has  never  since   been  revived.     At 
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tliis  very  hour  the  liberty  of  free  speech  and  the 
press  in  England  is  free  frond  all  power  to  restrain 
it,  although  it  has  never  constituted  an  article  in 
her  bills  of  rights.  These  rights  are  well  sustained 
by  authority.  I  now  read  from  Stpry's  Comment- 
aries on  the  Constitution,  volume  three,  section 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-eight: 

"  Every  freeman  lias  an  inid.oubted  right  to  lay  what  sen- 
timents lie  pleases  before  the  public  ;  to  forbid  tliia  is  to 
destroy  the  freedom  of  the  press." 

1  also  quote  from  the  constitution  of  Massa- 
setts,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Tlie  liberty  of  the  press  is  essential  to  the  security  of 
freedom  in  a  State." 

I  apprehend  the  gentleman  will  not  question 
the  authority  of  this  abolition  State.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  tlie  first  volume  of  Kent's  Commentaries, 
lecture  twenty-four,  in  which,  after  a  large  sur- 
vey of  the  whole  subject,  he  does  not  scruple 
to  declare  the  following  language: 

"It  has  become  a  constitiilional  principle  in  this  coun- 
try that  every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write,  and  publish 
his  sentiments  upon  all  sulijects;"  *         *  *  * 

"and  that  no  law  can  rightfully  be  passed  to  restrain  or 
abridge  the  freedom  of  the  press." 

I  also  read  from  second  volume  Kent's  Com- 
meiitaries,  page  17,  as  follows: 

"The  liberal  communication  of  sentiment  and  entire 
freedom  of  discussion,  in  respect  to  the  character  and  con- 
duct of  public  men,  and  of  condidates  for  public  favor,  is 
deemed  essential  to  the  judicious  exercise  of  the  right  of 
suffrage,  and  of  that  control  over  their  rulers  whicii  re- 
sides in  the  free  people  of  the  United  States." 

I  also  read  from  4  Biackstone's  Commentaries, 
page  152,  as  follows: 

"  Every  freeman  has  an  undoubted  right  to  lay  what  sen- 
timents he  pleases  before,  the  public;  to  forbid  this  is  to  de- 
stroy the  freedom  of  the  press." 

Whicli  is  the  same  language  used  by  the  learned 
Story.  Even  Junius,  with  his  severe  and  bitter 
assaults  upon  established  authority  and  doctrines, 
utters  the  following  language: 

"  Tlie  liberty  of  the  press  is  the  palladium  of  all  the  civil, 
political,  and  religious  rights  of  an  Englishman." 

It  is  a  right  recognized  and  guarantied  by  the 
common  law  of  England  so  far  back  that  the 
memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary.  It 
has  been  so  carefully  guarded  there  that  if  a  man 
by  word  of  mouth  charge  another  with  the  crime 
of  murder,  he  cannot  be  arraigned  except  before 
a  jury  of  the  country  in  a  civil  action  for  dam- 
ages. No  indictment  or  other  criminal  proceed- 
ing can  be  sustained  against  any  person  at  com- 
mon law  for  verbal  slander,  however  false  may 
be  the  charge  or  heinous  the  crime. 

However  base  it  may  be  for  a  man  to  speak  his 
sentiments  and  libel  his  neighbors,  outside  of  the 
Halls  of  Congress,  he  cannot  be  arraigned  by  a 
criminal  prosecution  for  any  invasion  of  charac- 
ter. By  the  common  law,  where  a  person  was 
prosecuted  for  slander  he  could  plead  but  one 
plea,  either  a  denial  that  he  made  the  charge  era 
defense  ailrnitting  that  he  made  it,  and  justifying 
it  upon  the  ground  of  its  truth;  and  if  he  jileaded 
th'e  general  issue,  and  the  speaking  of  the  words 
was  proven,  although  the  plaintiff  was  guilty  of 
the  offense,  the  defendant  was  not  allowed  to 
prove  it.  Libel  or  written  slander  is  indictable  at 
common  law;  and  upon  (he  trial  of  the  indict- 
ment the  defendant  was  not  permitted  to  prove 
that  the  person  was  guilty  of  the  offense  charged; 
and  it  was  just  as  criminal  to  charge  a  man  in 
writing  witii  the  coinmission  of  a  crime",  although 
he  was  guilty,  as  if  he  was  innocent;  but  in  this 
country,  the  wisdom  of  our  fatiiers  was  such 
that  the  constitutions  of  most  or  all  the  differ- 
ent States  allow  the  defendant  in  a  criminal  pro- 
ceeding for  libel  to  give  the  truth  of  the  libel  in 
evidence;  and  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States  have  authorized  the  defendant  in  an  action 
for  slander  to  plead  both  the  general  issue  that  he 
did  not  utter  the  words  charged,  and  also  that  the 
words  charged  are  true,  tiiereby  allowing  the 
defendant,  if  he  fails  upon  the  general  issue,  to 
prov(!  that  the  words  arc  true. 

Although  England  has  been  satisfied  with  the 
negative  establishment  of  this  fireside  right,  the 
people  of  Aincrica  have  not  been  willing  to  rest 
upon  such  an  uncertain  foundation  as  the  pleasure 
of  the  Government  might  dictate.  As  soon  as  it 
■was  discovered  tliat  the  organic  law  of  this  coun- 
try had  not  provided  sufficient  guarantees  of  free 
speech  and  press,  loud  complaints  were  made, 
and  most  of  tlie  States  instructed  their  Representa- 
tives to  secure  an  amendment;  and  this  sentiment 
was  so  prevalent  throughout  the  country  that  the 


firstsession  proposed  an  amendment, sinceadopted 
by  all  the  States,  and  made  a  part  of  the  organic 
law,  that  "  Congress  shall  make  no  law  abridging 
the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press;"  and  the 
convention  of  Virginia  which  ratified  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  declared,  in  article  six- 
teen of  the  bill  of  rights  then  agreed  to — 

"Tliat  the  people  have  a  right  to  ttie  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  writing  and  publishing  their  senti.incnis;  thai  the 
freedom  of  the  press  is  one  of  the  greatest  bulwarlis  of  lib- 
erty, and  ought  not  to  be  violated."  *  *  *  *  "That 
among  other  essential  lights,  the  liberty  of  conscience  and 
of  the  press  cannot  be  canceled,  abridged,  restrained,  or 
modified  by  any  authority  of  the  United  States." 

But  notwithstanding  the  guarantees  given  to 
these  home-bred  rights,  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  July,  1798,  under  the  Administra- 
tion of  John  Adam's,  passed  a  law  whereby  it  was 
enacted  that 

"If  any  person  shall  write,  print,  utter,  or  publish  any 
false  and  malicious  writing  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  oreither  House  of  Congress  or  the  President, 
with  intent  to  defame  them  or  either  of  tliem,  or  to  bring 
them  or  either  of  them  into  contempt  or  disrepute,  or  to  ex- 
cite against  them  or  eitlier  of  them  the  hatred  of  the  good 
peopleof  ihe  United  States,  then  such  person,  being  thereof 
convicted  before  any  court  of  the  United  States  having 
jurisdiction  tliereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing $2,000  and  by  iinprisonmeiit  not  exceeding  two  years." 
The  consequence  of  which  act  was  that  it  created 
great  dissatisfaction  among  all  the  people  of  the 
United  States  except  those  of  whom  the  present 
party  are  the  disciples,  and  brought  forth  the  cel- 
ebrated Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions  which 
from  that  day  to  this  constitute  the  platform  of 
the  Democraticparty,upon  the  princi|)les  of  which 
they  went  into  power  and  so  continued  for  twenty- 
four  consecutive  years.  The  voice  of  God  speaks 
to  us  from  the  fountains  of  heaven,  "  What  shall 
it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose 
his  own  soul.'"  And  the  spirits  of  the  mighty  dead 
who  died  for  the  liberties  of  this  country  interro- 
gate us  from  the  bourne  of  eternal  life.  What  will 
it  profit  us  if  by  war  we  restore  our  Union  and 
thereby  forever  lose  liberty.'' 

1  am  not  here  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating 
the  doctrines  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  de- 
clared, as  I  am  well  known  to  be  opposed  to  any 
recognition  of  the  so-called  confederacy.  But  1 
do  stand  here  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  free 
speech,  and  standing  hei-e  as  a  Representative  of 
the  people,  I  will,  before  God  and  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  declare  my  sentiments  upon  the  great 
questions  of  the  day,  although  prison  doors  and 
bastiles  may  open  to  receive  me  the  moment  they 
are  uttered.  Men  in  this  country  must  be  allowed 
to  exercise  the  right  of  free  speech  or  we  may  bid 
good-bye  to  ^liberty  and  to  the  grand  fabric  of  hu- 
man freedom  on  which  the  hopes  and  destinies 
of  the  whole  civilized  world  are  founded,  and  we 
shall  go  down  into  the  low  depths  of  anarchy, 
despotism,  and  tyranny,  where  our  position  will 
be  mo,re  like  that  of  the  serfe  in  Russia  than  free- 
men of  America.  The  object  of  this  resolution, 
if  I  understand  it,  is  that  no  man  in  this  House 
shall  be  permitted,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of 
the  war,  filthough  the  most  dreadful  calamities 
may  come  upon  the  nation,  and  the  proud  pillars 
of  liberty  may  be  sinking  beneath  the  iron  heel  of 
despotism,  to  raise  his  voice  in  the  Halls  of  this 
Congress,  and  even  pray  Almighty  God  to  stop 
this  war,  without  the  strong  arm  of  despotism 
shall  drive  him  from  his  seat.  The  rights  of  free 
speech  are  principles  of  liberty  that  are  laid  down 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  in  the 
Constitution  of  my  country.  Sir,  withoutliberty 
the  Union  is  worth  nothing.  I  want  no  such 
Union  as  that.  It  is  not  such  a  one  as  our  fathers 
made,  it  is  not  such  a  one  as  the  patriots  and 
statesnrten  of  the  times  that  tried  men's  souls 
established  and  consolidated  for  the  protection 
and  defense  of  the  liberties  of  the  white  race  of 
America.  It  is  a  Union  of  despotism  and  tyranny, 
not  a  Union  of  fraternal  independent  States,  earh 
legislating  for  itself  its  own  internal  policy.  It 
is  a  Union  without  freedom  of  debate,  without 
freedom  to  exercise  the  constitutional  right  of 
free  speech,  that  right  whicli  has  been  guaran- 
tied to  us  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  It  is  a 
Union  without  freedom  from  those  uncd^stitu- 
tional,  outiageous,  and  tyrannical  acts  which  have 
characterized  the  Adniitiistration  in  power. 

Ah  !  gentlemen,  I  ask  you  to  pause  and  reason 
with  yourselves  as  men.  This  is  no  party  ques- 
tion. It  is  a  question  affecting  the  destinies  and 
the  liberties  of  the  country.  It  is  a  question 
whether  the  Representatives  of  my  own  native 


State  shall  be  permitted  to  come  here  and  exer- 
cise the  right  of  free  speech  fearlessly  before  God 
and  man,  in  conformance  with  the  rules  laid  down 
in  the  organic  law  of  the  land.  I  am  surprised 
that  no  mm  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  had 
shown  the  noble  heart  which  God  gave  him,  and 
raised  his  voice  in  defense  of  U-ee  speech,  his 
country,  and  liberty,  and  battled  for  the  bulwarks 
upon  which  the  foundations  of  the  Government 
rest. 

The  Constitution  says  that  each  House  shall 
determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  and  may, 
for  disorderly  behavior,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds 
of  its  members,  expel  a  member.  The  true  con- 
struction of  those  words  when  all  taken  together 
is  that  the  member  can  be  expelled  only  for  dis- 
orderly behavior.  He  cannot  be  expelled  for  the 
exercise  of  any  right  guarantied  by  ihe  Constitu- 
tion, ana  it  is  not  disorderly  behavior  to  calmly 
discuss  any  question,  when  the  Constitution 
makes  provision  for  that  right.  But  if  there  is  any 
question  about  the  true  meaning  of  the  organic 
law  in  construing  that  part  of  it,  as  thougii  there 
was  no  other  provisicTn  in  it  in  relation  to  free 
speech,  there  can  be  none  when  we  take  into  con- 
sideration all  the  provisions  upon  the  subject.  Af- 
ter our  fathers  had  framed  the  CorLstitution,  fearing 
that  despotism  might  at  some  future  time  attempt 
to  take  the  place  of  liberty,  they  added  to  it  several 
amendments, commonly  called  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
in  the  very  first  article  of  which  it  is  provided  that 
"  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  es- 
tablishment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of 
speech  or  of  the  press;"  in  addition  to  the  clause 
in  the  sixth  section  of  the  Constitution  which  de- 
clares that  the  Senators  and  Representatives,  for 
any  speech  or  debate  in  either  House,  shall  not 
be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

1'iie  Constitution  must  be  so  construed  as  to 
conform  to  the  intention  of  its  makers,  and  its 
reason  and  spirit,  taking  into  consideration  all 
the  provisions  upon  the  subject,  and  construing 
one  with  the  other  so  that  they  will  all  be  con- 
sistent with  each  other  and  the  object  and  inten- 
tion of  the  makers,  upon  the  well-settled  princi- 
ples of  the  construction  of  statutes,  constitutions, 
and  contracts,  that  the  whole  contract,  statute,  or 
law  must  be  taken  into  consideration  to  arrive  at 
its  whole  sco|3e  and  meaning.  Can  any  man  in 
his  sober  senses  pretend  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Constitution  to  authorize  two  thirds  of  this 
House  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech  by  ex- 
pelling a  member  for  the  exercise  thereof,  and 
thereby  not  only  abridge  but  entirely  destroy  that 
right,  and  at  the  same  time  expressly  prohibit 
the  Congress,  including  both  Houses  and  all  the 
members  in  both  branches,  and  not  merely  two 
thirds,  from  passing  any  law  abridging  the  free- 
dom of  speech  or  the  press.'  What  was  the  object 
of  that  article  which  dechires  that  Congress  shall 
make  no  law  abridging  ihe  freedom  of  speech  or 
of  the  press.'  "  Was  it  that  the  people  in  their 
usual  industrial  avocations  should  have  the  right 
of  free  speech  guarded  and  more  strongly  upheld 
than  their  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.'"  Did  the  frameis  of  the  organic 
law  intend  to  guaranty  to  the  common  drunkard, 
murderer,  or  thief,  in  the  prison  or  bar-room, 
rights  of  free  speech  that  members  of  Congress  in 
the  sessions  of  the  Houses  could  not  be  permitted 
to  exercise?  Yet  such  is  the  case  if  two  thirds  of 
the  members  of  one  House  can  expel  a  member 
for  words  sjioken  in  debate  in  a  calm,  solemn, 
and  decorous  manner.  No  man  in  this  House 
will  pretend  that  it  is  treasonable  or  unlawful  in 
the  sense  of  the  Constitution  for  a  person  in  the 
newspaper  or  in  a  public  speech  outside  of  Con- 
gress to  argne  that  there  is  no  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution to  coerce  a  State,  and  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  best  interests  of  his  country  demand  that 
secession  shall  be  acquiesced  in.  Why  is  it  not 
unlawful .'  Because  the  Constitution  declares  that 
Congress  shall  make  no  law  abridging  the  free- 
dom of  speech  or  of  the  ]iress.  Yet  this  course 
of  the  party  in  power  would  not  allow  a  Repre- 
sentative of  the  ficople  who  was  sent  here  by  his 
constituents  to  retuesent  their  views,  and  al- 
though he  was  petitioned  and  instructcil  by  every 
voter  in  his  district  to  advocate  upon  the  floor  of 
Congress  their  views,  which  were  that  they  be- 
lieved (he  best  interests  of  their  Government  de- 
manded that  the  southern  confederacy  should  be 
recognized  and  the  Government  acquiesce  in  Be« 
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cession,  to  exiTcss  their  views  in  ilie  councils  of 
tlie  niuion,  which  they  are  guarantied  in  express- 
ing in  the  press  or  public  speech,  thereby  leaving 
those  people  who  sent  a  member  here  to  represent 
them  without  any  representation  of  ^leir  views 
in  the  legislation  of  the  country. 

If  it  is  treasonable  or  unlawful  now  to  advocate 
Bucli  doctrine  it  will  be  equally  so  in  the  future, 
though  the  war  should  continue  ten  or  twenty 
years  longer.  If  four  fifths  or  nil  of  the  States  in 
the  Utiion  should,  in  one  year  hence,  instruct  and 
petition  their  Representatives  in  Congress  to  ad- 
vocate secession,  and  a  member  in  the  Senate 
should  in  a  s|H'cch  advocate  that  doctrine,  and  the 
Senate  should  be,  as  it  is  now,  largely  abolition, 
according  to  the  precedent  which  some  in  this 
House  would  establish  that  man  would  necessa- 
rily be  expelled  forgiving  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
enemy.  It  will  not  do  for  lawyers  like  JVIr.  D.wis, 
of  Maryland,  to  attempt  to  argue,  as  he  has,  the 
right  to  expel  a  man  for  debate  like  this  upon  con- 
stitutional grounds;  and  I  would  advise  those  who 
advocate  this  power  to  no  longer  claim  it  as  con- 
stitutional, but  exercised  under  their  war  power. 
What  is  the  object  of  that  portion  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  says  that  "  for  any  speech  or  debate 
in  either  House  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in 
Rny  other  place.'"  Does  it  mean  that  although 
their  constituents,  when  they  go  home  to  answer 
for  their  course  in  Congress,  shall  not  question 
them  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  House, 
it  at  the  same  time  allows  the  members  of  other 
States  to  expel  a  member  for  that  same  speech  or 
debate  for  which  hi^  constituents  could  not  ques- 
tion him,  although  his  debate  or  speech  may  have 
represented  the  viev/s  of  nine  tenths  of  his  con- 
stituents.' Yet  such  would  be  the  result  of  the  con- 
etructlon  given  to  the  organic  law  by  the  learned 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side.  The  Constitution, 
under  the  construction  of  the  gentlemen  upon  the 
other  side,  would  be  entirely  inconsistent,  one 
part  being  entirely  in  conflict  with  the  other,  and 
fihowing  our  fathers  who  formed  the  instrument 
to  have  so  drawn  it  as  to  destroy  the  whole  object 
and  intent  of  the  law  upon  the  question  of  speech 
njid  press.  If  this  doctrine  of  the  other  side  of 
the  House  is  to  be  the  true  construction  then  the 
peo|de  can  never,  under  this  Constitution,  utter 
their  sentiments  through  their  Representatives  in 
this  Hall  unless  they  are  in  the  majority.  The 
Constitution  says  that  no  law  shall  be  passed 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  ;  and  to  show  that 
they  intended  that  that  freedom  should  not  only 
not  be  prohibited  but  that  it  should  not  be  even 
abridged,  I  will  give  from  Worcester's  Dictionary 
the  definition  of  that  word: 

"Abridge — to  make  shorter  in  word.s,  still  keeping  the 
BUbstaiice;  to  epitomize;  to  curtail;  to  reduce;  to  con- 
tract; to  dimini.sh." 

The  expulsion  of  the  honoi-able  gentleman  from 
Ohio  would  not  simply  abridge  the  freedom  of 
speech,  but  would  deprive  him  entirely  from  ut- 
tering here  one  single  word.  I  will  not  insult  the 
House  and  the  country  further  with  aigument 
upon  80  clear  a  case  against  the  expulsion;  but  it 
is  proposed  in  case  of  a  failure  of  expulsion  to 
puni.sh  him  by  a  censure.  There  is  no  more  au- 
thority in  this  House  to  censure  for  this  debate 
than  to  expel,  because  to  censure  would,  within 
the  m(;aning  of  the  Constitution,  abridge  the  free- 
dom of  speech;  and  to  prevent  even  the  censuring 
of  a  inember  ft)r  freedom  of  speech,  the  framers 
of  tiie  Constitution  used  the  word  "abridging" 
instead  of  the  word  "prohibiting."  It  is  said 
upon  the  other  side  that  the  ground  taken  by  the 
gentlemati  from  Ohio  is  treasonable,  because,  as 
they  say  in  the  resolution,  it  gives  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  enemy.  lint  the  Constitution  dcclai-es 
that  "  treason  against  the  United  States  shall  con- 
sist only  in  levying  war  against  them  or  in  ad- 
hering to  theirenemics, giving  thcmaid  and  com- 
fort;" that  "  no  person  shall  be  convicted  of 
treason  unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses 
to  the  same  overt  net;"  and  to  constiiute  treason 
or  treasonable  language  the  party  must  not  only 
give  the  enemies  aid  atid  comfort,  but  must  ud- 
liere  to  them  and  commit  an  overt  act.  And  it  is 
80  well  .«<ellled  in  the  law  books  that  mere  words 
littered  in  debati;  cannot  constitute  treason  that  I 
will  not  detain  the  House  longer  upon  that  part 
of  the  case;  in  fact  it  is  not  seriously  pretended 
liiat  the  words  are  treasonable.  Treason  in  Eng- 
land isun  o/Tense  particularly  directed  nguinsl  the 
jicrsoBof  the  sovereign, and  consists  incompafls- 


ing  the  death  of  the  king  or  queen  or  their  eldest 
son  and  heir;  in  violating  the  king's  wifeoreldest 
daughter  unmarried,  or  the  wife  of  the  heir  ap- 
parent; in  levying  war  against  the  king  in  his 
realm;  in  assisting  the  king's  enemies  in  the  realm 
or  elsewhere;  in  counterfeiting  the  king's  privy 
seal;  in  filling,  clipping,  or  counterfeiting  the 
king's  money,  or  liaving  coining  tools  in  posses- 
sion, or  importing  false  coin  from  abroad;  and  in 
slaying  the  Cliancellor  or  other  high  judicial 
magistrates. 

These  are  the  different  kinds  of  treason  defined 
by  the  law  of  England.  Yet,  since  the  time  of 
Edward  1,  when  he  sent  his  file  of  soldiers  into  the 
British  Parliament  and  arrested  the  five  members 
for  their  outspoken  principles  of  liberty,  not  a 
single  individual  has  been  atrempte.d  to  be  ex- 
pelled froin,  or  censured  by,  the  British  Parlia- 
ment for  the  exercise  of  free  speech,  although  in 
the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  American 
colonies  members  rose  in  their  seats  in  Parliament 
and  declared  the  war  upon  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  to  be  accursed,  wicked,  barbarous,  and 
diabolical.  I  quote,  from  Mahon's  History  of 
England,  volume  seven,  page  1.35,  the  languageof 
the  younger  Pitt  in  favor  of  Fox's  motion  for  a 
committee  on  the  Americ\in  warin  the  year  1781. 
I  now  read  what  he  said: 

"  For  my  part,  I  am  persuaded  and  will  aflirm,  tliat  it  Is 
a  most  accursed,  wicked,  harbaious,  cruel,  unnatural,  un- 
just, and  diabolical  war.  It  was  conceived  in  injustice  ; 
it  was  nurtured  and  brouglit  forth  in  folly;  its  footsteps 
were  marked  with  blood,  slaughter,  persecution,  devasta- 
tion." 

I  quote  also  the  language  of  Lord  Chatham,  as 
expressed  by  him  in  the  British  Parliament  in 
1777  upon  the  war  with  Great  Britain  and  the 
American   colonies: 

"  I  say  again  this  country  has  been  the  aggressor.  You 
have  miulc  descents  upon  tlieir  coasts  ;  you  liave  burnt  llioir 
towns,  plundered  their  country,  made  war  upon  the  inhab- 
itants, confiscated  their  property,  proscribed  and  impris- 
oned their  persons.  1  do  Iherelore  alTirm,  my  lords,  that 
instead  of  exacting  unconditional  submission  from  the  col- 
onies, we  .should  grant  them  unconditional  rt'dress.  VVe 
have  injured  thcin ;  we  have  endeavored  to  enslave  and 
oppress  them."        ******* 

"  As  to  conquest,  therefore,  my  lords,  I  repeat,  it  is  im- 
possible. You  may  swell  every  ex  pcnse  and  every  eft'ort,  still 
more  extravagiuilly — pile  and  accumulate  every  assistance 
you  can  buy  or  borrow;  traliic  and  barter  with  every  little 
pitiful  German  prince  that  sells  his  subjects  to  the  shambles 
of  a  foreign  prince  ;  your  efiorts  are  forever  vain  and  impo- 
tent— doubly  so  from  tbismercenary  aid  on  which  you  rely; 
for  it  irritates,  to  aji  incurable  lesentment,  the  minds  of 
your  enemies — to  overrun  tliem  with  the  mercenary  sons 
of  rapine  and  plunder;  devoting  them  and  their  possessions 
to  the  rapacity  of  hireling  cruelty  !  If  1  were  an  American, 
as  [  am  an  Englishman,  while  a  foreign  troop  was  landed 
in  my  country,  I  never  would  lay  down  my  arms — never — 
never — never."— C/ia(/taj(i's  Life,  vol.  3,  pp.  158,  166,  167. 

Now,  I  ask  you  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House  whether  you  are  willing  to  say  by  your 
votes  that  in  America,  which  has  been  said  to  be 
the  "land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave," 
you  will  deprive  an  American  Representative  in 
Congress  of  that  liberty  of  free  speech  which  is 
allowed  and  guarantied  to  an  Englishman  by  the 
monarchical  Power  of  England.'  Has  my  friend 
from  Oiiio  stood  in  his  place  and  declared  that 
this  is  a  most  accursed,  wicked,  barbarous,  cruel, 
unnatural,  unjust, dnd  diabolical  war,  as  did  Pitt 
in  the  Parliament  of  England,  in  the  rebellion  of 
the  American  colonics  against  our  mother  coun- 
try.' No,  sir,asa  freeman,  a  soti  of  Ohio,  and  an 
American  citizen,  he  proclaimed  his  views  in  con- 
formity to  what  lie  believes  to  be  constitutional 
liberty,  for  which  the  fathers  of  the  Revolution 
fought  a  bloody  sevtMt  years'  war. 

Will  any  man  pretend  that  when  Pitt  stood  up 
in  the  Parliament  of  England  and  uttered  such 
language,  that  in  this  country,  which  was  free 
before  this  party  came  into  power  and  despotism 
ruled,  the  Representative  of  a  free  constituency 
has  not  the  right  to  advocate  such  doctrines  as 
he  believes  will  better  secure  the  blessings  of  lib- 
erty to  ourselves  and  our  posterity.'  We  intend 
to  have  our  liberty,  although  it  may  aflbrd  us  no 
wider  a  home  than  the  grave  ! 

I  claim  that  under  the  Constitution  no  man  can 
be  expelled  or  censured  for  the  expression  of  opin- 
ions iiV.A.  free  debati;  like  this  upon  a  great  national 
question,  which  we  all  may  have  to  meet  in  the 
same  language  in  which  it  has  been  met  by  the 
learned  gentleman  from  Ohio.  This  doctrine  of 
the  honoralile  gentleman  is  no  new  doctiinc;  we 
have  the  jneeedcnts  of  the  abolition  miscegenation 
and  ainnlgamation  party  in  Congres.s  to  sustain 
iiini  upon  tlic  right  (oaflvocnte  dissohilion  or  se- 


cession, as  well  by  their  voting  upon  the  question 
as  by  ares<ilution  oflered  by  one  of  their  apostles. 
I  refer  to  the  resolution  offered  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  11th  day  of  February, 
1861,  afier  several  of  the  States  had  seceded,  by 
Mr.  Craige,  of  North  Carolina,  and  upon  his  mo- 
tion referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
while  the  honorable  Speaker  [iVIr.  Colfax]  was 
a  member,  and  in  his  seat: 

"Whereas  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Florida,  Ala- 
bama, Georgia,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana  have  seceded 
from  the  Confederacy  ol  the  United  Stales,  and  have  estab- 
lished a  government  under  ilie  name  of  "the  Conl'ederaey 
of  the  United  Stales  Soulli  ;"  and  whereas  it  is  desirable 
that  the  most  amicable  relations  should  exist  between  the 
two  Governments,  and  war  sliould  be  avoided  as  the  great- 
est calamity  wiiich  can  befall  them — 

"  licsoli'cd  liy  Ihc  Senate  ami  House  of  Rcpresentaliies  of 
the  United  States  of  Jimcrica  in  Congress  assembleil.  That 
the  President  ofthe  United  States  be,  and  is  hereby,  rc(|Uiri'd 
to  acknowledge  the  indcpendenee  of  said  govi^rnment  as 
soon  as  he  is  informed  ofiicially  of  its  cstal)lishinent ;  and 
that  he  receive  such  envoy,  embassador,  or  commissioner 
as  may  or  shall  be  appointed  by  t-aid  government  for  the  pur- 
pose of  amicably  adjusting  ihe  matters  in  dispute  witli>airt 
government." — Cougressionat  Globe,  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, seconil  session,  page  8o4. 

I  also  refer  to  the  resolution  offered  by  Hon.  Mr. 
Conway,  r>f  Kansas,  on  the  27ih  January ,1863, 
in  the  House  of  Represeniatives,  upon  which  the 
honorable  Speaker's  vote  is  recorded,  and  tweniy- 
one  months  after  the  war  had  commenced: 

"  Resolvedly  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, l{c., 
Tliat  the  Executive  l)e,andlu'is  hereby,  requested  to  issue 
a  general  order  to  all  commanders  of  forces  in  the  several 
military  deparniients  of  the  United  States  to  discontinue 
offensive  operations  against  the  enemy,  and  to  act  for  the 
future  entirely  on  the  di'fensive. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  fur- 
ther requested  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  aiilliori- 
ties  ofthe  confederaic  Slates  with  reference  to  a  cessation 
of  hostilities,  based  on  the  following  proposiiions  :  1.  Rec- 
ognitifui  of  tlie  iiide'pcnilencc  of  tlic  conlederaie  States.  2. 
A  imiform  system  of  duties  upon  impints.  3.  Free  trade 
between  the  two  Slates.  4.  Free  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  ,5.  Mutual  adoption  of  tlie  Monroe  doctrine." — 
Congressional  Globe,  Thirty  Seccnlh  Congress,  third  session, 
jl]i]icndix,  p.  66. 

Why  did  not  the  honorable  Speaker  then  move 
for  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Conway.  The  reason  is 
obvious:  Conway  was  an  abolitionist  and  a  dis- 
nnionist,  while  my  frienii  from  Ohio  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. No  person  oft'ered  to  expel  or  censure 
Mr.  Conway  or  Mr.  Craige  for  offering  resolu- 
tions to  divide  and  break  up  the  Union.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1811,Josiah  Q,uincy,  speaking  On  the  ques- 
tion of  the  admission  of  Louisiana,  said: 

"  Ifthisbill  passes,  it  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that  it  is  vir- 
tually a  dissolution  ofthe  Uni(m  ;  that  it  will  free  the  States 
from  their  moral  obligaijons,  ;ind,  as  it  irill  be  the  right  of 
all,  so  it  will  be  the  duly  of  some,  definitely  to  prepare  for  a 
separation,  amicably  if  they  can,  violently  if  tliey  must.'" 

Mr.  Poindcxter  called  Mr.  Q,uiiH;y  to  order, 
and  requested  the  decision  ofthe  Speaker  whether 
it  was  consistent  with  the  propriety  of  debate  to 
use  such  language.  The  Speaker  (Mr.  Varnum) 
decided  that  the  first  clause  of  the  sentence  was 
admissible,  but  the  latter  contrary  to  the  order  of 
debate.  Mr.  Quincy  appealed  from  this  decisirfu, 
and  it  was  reversed  by  the  House. 

The  lamented  Stephen  A,  Douglas  declared  in 
one  of  his  speeches   in  the  Senate  that  war  was 
disunion,  eternal  and  final  separation,  and  1  be- 
lieve that,  as  carried   on   by  the  party  in  power, 
it  is  disunion,  eternal  and  final  separation,  but 
that  it  would  and  still  will   restore  the  Union  if 
carried  on  in  pursuance  of  the  Crittenden  reso- 
lution which  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress  and 
was  signed   by  the   President.     Gentlemen,  the 
time  may  come  when  you   on  that  side  of  the 
House  maybe  in  the  minority.    Remember  that. 
"  Time  at  last  sets  all  tilings  even  ; 
And  if  we  do  but  watch  the  hour. 
There  never  yet  was  human  power 
That  could  evade,  if  unlorpiven, 
The  patient  search  and  vigil  long 
Of  him  who  treasures  up  a  wrong." 

I  hope  to  see  the  Democratic  party  again  in 
power,  and  if  they  should  attempt  to  stifle  free 
speech  they  would  receive  my  most  just  indig- 
nation. I  would  discountenance  them,  and  Ih;  al- 
most induced  to  leave  the  embrace  of  such  a  party 
and  seek  embraces  with  some  other. 

Those  who  would  destroy  free  speech  and  a 
free  jiress  are  unworthy  ofthe  name  of  freemen. 
Those  who  would  thus  destroy  the  safeguards  of 
liberty  —  whether  they  be  Democrats,  llepttblie- 
aiis,  or  Abolitionists — are  not  only  unworthy  of 
till'  name;  of  freemen,  but  are  despots,  sye<)|ihants, 
and  tyrants.  1  do  not  justify  the  Democruts  who 
censured  Joshua  R.  Giddings.     The  Speaker  of 
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this  House,  who  administers  its  rules  so  impar- 
tially, ceiiaitily  oug-ht  not  to  come  here  now  and 
say  that  this  precedent  should  be  followed.  He 
should  not  follow  a  precedent  set  by  a  party  which 
lie  corulemns,  which  is  denounced  on  that  sideas 
disloyal,  traitorous, and  rebellious;  copperheads. 
We  ought  to  stand  by  the  great  principles  of  lib- 
erty that  have  been  handed  down  to  us  from  gen- 
eration, to  generation.  We  are  freemen,  and  sup- 
porters of  the  right  of  freedom  of  speech  and 
freedom  of  the  press. 

The  gentlemen  upon  this  side  of  the  House 
love  their  country  and  its  institutions,  and  would, 
if  necessary,  lay  down  theirlives  upon  thealtar  of 
patriotism,  and  I  ask  the  majority  on  the  other 
eide,  in  the  name  ofourancestors,  ourcountry,  our 
lives,  our  property,  our  history,  and  our  families, 
wl;elher  they  are  going  to  do  an  act  by  which  the 
Thirty-Eighth  Congress  will  be  made  everlast- 
ingly infamous,  and  that  is  to  deny  a  great  body 
of  the  people  being  heard  through  their  Represent- 
ative upon  this  floor  ?  The  gentleman  from  Oiiio 
came  here  and  expressed  the  thoughts  of  his  own 
soul;  his  profound  and  conscientious  convictions 
on  a  public  question.  I  give  him  credit  for  inde- 
pendence and  manliness,  and  while  I  do  not  de- 
fend the  doctrines  he  has  uttered,  I  defend  him  in 
the  exercise  of  the  great  right  of  free  speech. 

The  abolition  party  have  established  some  pre- 
cedents during  this  war  which  are  dangerous.  The 
honorable  Speaker  quoted  the  case  of  Hon.  C.  L. 
Vallandigham  as  a  precedent  for  thisattempted  ex- 
ercise of  despotic  power.  I  do  not  agree  with  his 
doctrines,  yet  I  say  his  arrest  and  exile  are  un- 
worthy of  the  descendants  of  revolutionary  sires. 
He  was  arrested  by  men  who  went  to  his  house 
in  the  dead  hour  of  night,  when  he  was  there  with 
his  wife  and  children  who  were  loo-king  up  to  him 
for  protection.  I  say  the  general  and  parties  who 
caused  that  arrest,  without  warrant  of  law,  and 
exiled  him  for  his  expression  of  his  sentiments, 
struck  a  deadly  blow  at  the  rights  of  the  free  people 
of  America.  I  do  not  envy  them  theirglory .  These 
suppliant  tools  of  despotism  ore  worse  than  mid- 
night assassins.  The  domicile  of  no  citizen  is  free 
from  their  polluting  presence.  God  bless  the  poor 
downtrodden  exile,  his  wife  and  children  in  their 
days  of  mourning  over  the  downfall  of  American 
liberty  !  These  fanatics,  despots,  and  tyrants, 
like  BurnsTde  and  the  sycophants  who  follow  in 
his  trail,  will  go  down  to  theirgraves  loaded  with 
the  just  indignation  of  their  countrymen. 

Precedents  like  these  are  dangerous  things. 
They  will  hereafter  be  cited  for  authority.  Re- 
member the  language  of  the  immortal  Daniel 
Webster  upon  the  very  rights  for  which  1  now 
contend.     He  said: 

"  When  this  and  the  other  House  shnll  lose  the  freedom 
of  spi'Lch  and  debate;  when  they  simll  surrender  the  right 
ot  piililicly  and  freely  canvassing  all  important  measures  of 
the  Execulive;  wlicu  they  shall  not  be  allowed  to  maintain 
their  own  authority  and  their  own  privileges  hy  vote,  decla- 
ration, or  resolution,  they  will  then  he  no  longer  free  repre- 
sentatives of  a  free  people,  but  slaves  themselves,  and  fit 
insuuments  to  make  slaves  of  others." 

Gentlemen,  if  you  expel  this  man  I  say  that  this 
is  then  no  longer  a  country  of  republican  liberty, 
but  a  monarchy,  a  despotism,  and  a  tyranny, 
worse  than  that  of  France  or  Russia.  No  king  of 
England  would  have  dared  to  exercise  such  a  power 
as  tills.  Sir,  I  do  not  want  it  said  that  there  were 
a  majority  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  in 
this  House  who  would  expel  a  man  for  daring  to 
Bay,  in  his  place  here,  that  rather  than  have  a  war 
of  extermination  and  subjugation  he  would  go  for 
a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Sir,  I  would  go  for 
a  dissolution  of  the  Union  in  preference  to  a  war 
of  extermination.  "If  that  be  treason,  make  the 
most  of  it."  It  would  be  an  uncivilized  warfare, 
and  would  call  down  upon  us  the  condemnation 
of  the  whole  Christian  and  civilized  world.  What 
is  a  war  of  extermination.'  It  is  one  that  extin- 
guishes all  the  men,  women,  and  children  at  the 
South.  I  have  looked  in  the  dictionary  to  see 
what  the  term  means.  It  means  to  extinguish,  to 
destroy,  to  blot  out, .to  putaway  forever.  In  the 
'  name  of  God,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  a  man  is 
to  be  expelled  for  daring  to  stand  up  here  in  the 
American  Congress  and  exercise  the  great  con- 
stitutional right  of  free  speech.'  His  opinions 
are  not  the  opinions  of  a  majority  of  those  wlioin 
I  represent,  butl  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that 
tli(!re  are  men  in  the  Democi'atic  parly  who  be- 
lieve with  the  late  Mr.  Douglas,  that  wari.s  eter- 
nal and  final  separation.     I  have  myself,  for  the 


course  I  have  pursued  upon  thi.s  floor  in  standing 
up  for  the  country  and  voting  you  supplies,  been 
denounced  by  some  of  my  own  party.  This 
shows  that  there  are  some  men  in  the  Democratic 
party  who  are  honestly  rf)f  opinion  that  the  war 
had  better  be  stopped  now  than  that  it  should  be 
continued  another  day  as  you  are  prosecuting  it, 
hoping  that  a  reconstruction  of  the  Union  will  fol- 
low when  reason  is  no  longer  controlled  by  pas- 
sion, and  humanity  has  its  sway. 

I  am  for  the  Union  with  slavery  as  it  is;  but  if 
I  cannot  have  it  entirely  as  it  was,  give  it  to  me 
without  slavery.  The  Union  is  the  uppermost 
idea  in  my  mind. 

I  do  not  honestly  believe  that  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  when  they  see  what  their  own 
papers  say  about  this  case  on  trial,  when  reason 
resumes  its  sway,  and  when  prejudice  and  passion 
subside,  will  be  willing  to  record  their  votes  in 
favor  of  expelling  the  gentleman  frotn  Ohio,  or  of 
infringing  upon  the  right  of  free  speech  by  brand- 
ing the  utterer  of  that  speech  as  an  unworthy 
member  of  this  House.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  born  as  you  were  born.  He  is  blood  of 
your  blood  and  flesh  of  your  flesh.  He  is  not  a 
slave.  He  is  a  free  American  citizen.  He  comes 
here  in  the  habiliments  of  his  rights.  He  comes 
here  in  the  vigor  of  his  intelligence.  He  comes 
here  as  the  representative  of  Ohio,  the  home  of 
the  exile  and  of  the  patriot  who  now  looks  upon 
our  shores  from  a  foreign  lai»d,  ujion  this  dying 
nation.  All  that  he  asks  of  you  is  that  you  shall 
extend  to  him  the  same  rights  that  you  claim  for 
yourselves. 

Suppose  the  day  comes  when  all  will  see  that 
there  is  no  possible  salvation  for  the  country  by 
war,  will  you  not  stand  up  and  declare  that  the 
power  of  the  enemy  has  been  too  much  for  our 
Government,  and  that,  rather  than  have  the  rebels 
exterminate  us,  we  had  better  settle  with  them  on 
some  terms.'  I  would  rather  divide  the  great 
rivers,  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and 
American  liberty,  and  have  one  spot  on  this  con- 
tinent for  the  resting-place  of  human  liberty  than 
have  a  Union  where  a  man  is  not  permitted  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  express  his 
sentiments  on  so  grave  and  iiniiortant  a  subject 
as  this. 

Do  you  not  recollect  that  a  few  years  ago  abo- 
litionism and  disunion  were  preached  from  the 
pulpit  and  the  stump?  And  although  these  preach- 
ers were  not  the  disciples  of  heaven  but  of  hell, 
they  were  permitted  to  go  around  the  country  and 
sow  the  seeds  of  disunion;  and  no  law  of  the 
United  States  except  the  law  of  the  old  tyrant 
John  Adams  has  ever  attempted  to  intrench  upon 
the  right  of  free  speech.  Remember  that  Jesus 
Christ,  in  that  divine  sermon  on  the  mount,  de- 
clared, "Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for  they 
shall  be  called  the  children  of  God."^You  all 
know  my  views  upon  this  war,  that  I  have  been 
willing  and  have  voted  for  men  and  money  to  crush 
the  rebellion.  I  am  here  for  thatpurpose,  and  as 
there  is  a  God  in  heaven,  Ideclare  hei-e  that  my 
heart  beats  in  rapture  at  the  glorious  achievement 
of  our  soldiers,  who,  I  hope,  will  live  to  see  this 
proud  fabric  of  human  liberty  standing  firm  and 
unmoved,  and  that  when  they  die  it  may  be  in-, 
scribed  upon  their  tombstones  that  they  died  for 
the  liberty  of  their  country. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  answer  some  of  the 
cowardly  charges  and  slanders  used  in  this  de- 
bate by  the  otlier  side  of  the  House  upon  General 
McClellan,  Governor  Parker,  Governor  Seymour, 
the  Stale  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  whole  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  1  shall  not  spare  the  assassins 
of  our  loyalty,  characters,  and  party.  I  would 
not  be  fit  to  represent  the  gallant  State  of  New 
Jersey  did  I  not  denounce  her  base  calumniators. 

I  give  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Da- 
vis] credit  for  his  learning  and  his  ability  as  a  de- 
bater. But  he  has  not  made  a  speech  during  the 
last  four  weeks  in  which  he  has  not  attacked  the 
Slate  of  New  Jersey,  that  little  Stale  which  at  the 
last  election  rolled  back  the  tide  of  despotism  and 
tyranny,  that  little  Slate  whosegnllant  sonsliavc 
been  so  freely  laying  down  their  lives  upon  the 
altar  of  their  country,  that  gallant  State  whose 
citizens  are  for  the  Union,  "oneand  inseparable, 
now  and  forever."  I  ask  you,  sir,  how  you  can 
charge  a  man  like  Governor  Parker  with  being 
disloyal,  who  has  stood  by  the  Government  and 
shown  the  purest  and  noblest  patriotism,  and  al- 
ways stood  by  the  old  landmarks  of  the  Consti- 


tution, and  by  his  extraordinary  exertions  sus- 
Iciined  the  Government  in  every  way  in  his  power? 

General  McCkllan  is  the  noblest-hearted  pa- 
triot that  lives.  He  twice  savet^  this  kingdom 
and  throne  of  yours  from  the  grasp  of  the  rebels. 
He  is  the  most  abused  man  on  earth.  He  is  the 
great  expounder  of  Christian  warfare.  Hi;  is  gov- 
erned by  humatiity  and  Christianity.  He  was 
relieved  from  command  because  he  would  not 
countenance  despotism,  abolition,  and  tyranny,, 
and  forfear  that  hissaving  the  nation  mightmake 
him  President  to  exercise  the  authority  of  a  ser- 
vant of  the  people  instead  of  the  authority  of  a 
king,  monarch,  czar,  or  sultan,  as  is  now  exer- 
cised by  the  present  incumbent. .  His  whole  soul 
is  bound  up  in  the  Union  and  the  liberties  of  his 
country.  He  loves  the  soldiers,  and  his  whole 
ambition  is  to  share  with  them  the  trials  and  dan- 
gers of-battle;  but  his  honor,  integrity.  Christian 
character,  love  of  country,  and  friendship  for  the 
old  Union  are  repugnant  to  every  sense  of  des- 
potism. 

Reputation  for  loyalty  is  a  tender  thing,  and 
ought  no  more  to  be  violated  than  property  or 
life,  and  they  who  attack  and  blacken  it  are  as 
vile  offenders  as  they  who  rob  and  steal,  and 
there  is  a  just  God  who  knows  the  patriotism  of 
our  human  hearts,  who  will  visit  upon  the  viola- 
tors of  ouV  loyalty  the  iniquities  which  they  justly 
deserve.  I  invite  them  to  stop  such  bickerings 
and  sacrifice  them  upon  the  altar  of  true  patriot- 
ism. A  new  language  must  be  invented  before  I 
can  attempt  to  express  the  baseness  of  such  con- 
duct; and  although  the  full  vials  of  despotism 
have  been  poured  upon  many  of  our  heads,  and 
basliles,  banishments,  and  ostracism  have  been 
many  patriots 'doom,  yet  I  challenge  the  plodding 
Israelite,  the  idiotic  African,  the  downtrodden 
Chinese,  or  the  itnbecile  Turk,  to  equal  us  in  tame 
submission  to  the  powers  that  be.  I  cannot  be 
disloyal  to  my  country,  because  it  is  that  coun- 
try which  has  allowed  me  to  rise  from  the  roof  of 
humble  parentage  and  poverty  to  the  highergrades 
of  life,- and  to  hold  this  position  which  I  could 
hold  in  tione  but  a  free  country.  To  that  cradle 
and  land  of  my  birth,  among  themineral  hillsof 
old  Sussex,  in  the  noble  State  of  New  Jersey, 
where  the  roaring  of  cannon,  the  groans  of  the 
dying,  and  the  rattle  of  musketry  have  been  heard 
as  an  echo  of  the  bravery  and  valor  of  her  sons 
and  fathers  who  have  borne  arms  in  the  contest 
now  raging  for  the  defense  of  liberty ,  law,  and 
order,  I  add  to  the  glory  that  they  have  achieved 
the  aspirations  of  my  heart  warm  with  the  love 
of  my  country,  and  my  invocations  to  Heaven 
for  its  indissoluble  union  shall  be  fervent  and 
unremitting  while  I  continue  to  breathe  and  my 
heart  to  beat;  and  when  I  die  my  prayer  shall  be 
for  its  eternal  duration,  prosperity,  and  freedom. 
I  stand  by  the  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  in  the 
field.  I  have  used  my  utmost  energies  to  induce 
you  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  to  increase 
the  pay  of  the  poor  soldier,  but  alas!  although  I 
offered  a  bill  in  this  House  at  the-commencement 
of  this  session  to  increase  the  pay  of  soldiers  and 
non-commissioned  olficers,  giving  to  privates  of 
the  second  class  thirty  dollars  a  month,  and  others 
of  highergrades  pay  in  proportion,  no  more  than 
they  can  get  at  home  for  ordinary  labor,  and  al- 
though four  lojig  months  have  elapsed,  and  the  sol- 
diers have  been  compelled  to  take  thirteen  dollars 
a  month,  payable  in shinplasters  worth  sixty-five 
cents  on  the  dollar,  you  have  not  had  the  man- 
hood to  even  report  the  bill  or  any  other  increas- 
ing their  pay.  You  are  no  friends  of  the  soldiers. 
You  are  the  friends  of  the  public  plunderer,  shoddy 
contracior,  and  fatoflicc-holder.  if  an  Army  offi- 
cer's wife  isdying  and  he  is  compelled  to  go  home 
to  bury  her,  you  deduct  from  his  pay  one  half  of 
his  wages.  How  ridiculous  it  is  for  such  men  to 
talk  about  being  the  friends  of  the  soldiers  !  You 
are  the  friends  of  the  black  blood  of  the  African 
race,  while  we  are  the  friends  of  white  soldiersand 
oflicers,  white  men  and  white  women. 

One  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  House  said  in  his  speech  upon  this 
question  that  the  figure  of  dying  Tecumseh  was 
in  the  halls  of  this  building,  representing  the 
death  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  thought 
comes  upon  me  that  that  figure  of  dying  Tecum- 
seh is  within  this  mngnificetit  structure,  which 
was  once,  the  august  and  beautiful  temple,  whoso 
dome  of  liberty  seenied  to  pierce  the  very  clouds, 
within  whose  marble  wnlls  the  blessings  of  UW| 
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liberty,  and   order,  such   aa   were  never  before 
guarantied  by  God  to  man,  were  by  our  fathers 
promulijiUcd    and    sasiainod,   where    lliey    once 
bowed  with  devout  and  srratcful  hearts,  and  con- 
eecratfd  and  dedicated   themselves  to  the  protec- 
tion and  maintenance  of  those  immortal  principles 
of  the  Constitution  upon  which   the  banners  of 
our  civil  liberty  were  once  upheld  and  sustained, 
which  was  then  dedicated  to  patriotism  and  truth. 
if  the  jjentleinan  will  look  there  he  will  see  the 
Btatuc  of  General  George  Washington,  the  Father 
of  his  Country,  appealing  in  all  the   majesty  of 
liis  national  greatness,  hovering  over  the  scene  of 
disunion,  fanaticism,  amalgamationism,  and  abo- 
litionism, whicli  is  now  being  enacted  around  his 
colossal  figure,  uttering  from  the  tomb  his  fare- 
v/ell  addri.'ss  to  the  people  of  this  land,  in  which 
he,  in   liis  lifetime,  foreshadowed  the  radicalism 
and  disunion  of  this  hour.     I  wish  Washington's 
noble  spirit  would  rise  from  the  grave  and  haunt 
the  party  in  jiower  with  the  noble  sacrifices  which 
first  cemented  liie  old  Union,  and  command  his 
children.  North  and  South,  to  quell  the  spirit  of 
passion  and  revenge, and,  by  the  compromises  by 
which  he  founded  ihe  old  Union,  restore  andcon- 
etrucl  its  foundations  upon  a  base  that  the  com- 
bined powers  of  earth  and  hell  could  never  shake, 
and  stop  this  civil  war  whose  infuriated  and  flam- 
ing visage  is  now  a|)palling  the  natio'na  of  the 
earth.     There  aie  the  portraits  of  Jackson,  Clay, 
and  Webster,  whose  spiriis  are  now  bright  con- 
stellations  in    the   sky.     When   they  lived,  and 
reason,  humanity,  and   Christianity  ruled,  this 
nation    was   united    in    jirinciple,    purpose,    and 
movement  like  ancient  Greece  and  Rome  in  the 
best  period  of  the  history  of  the  world;  and  un- 
der their  rule   the  nation  won  the  highest  confi- 
dence and  gratitude  of  the  toiling  millions.  They 
bore  aloft  on  its  banner  the  sacred  words,  "  Free 
speech,  free  press,  and  equality  of  the  States." 
The  Constitution  was  their  shield  and  theirsword, 
and    liberty  was   their  watchword.     No  citizen 
was  then  subject  to  be  driven  into  exile  for  opin- 
ion's sake,  or  arbitrarily  arrested  and  incarcerated 
in  military  bastiles.     No  brothers  and  fathers  of 
American  and  adopted  citizens  then  wasted  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in    bloody,  civil  strife,  upon 
amnesty  conditions  which  would  place  the  black 
Ethiopian  upon  a  level  and  equality  with  the  An- 
glo-Saxon.     No    doctrines  of  abolitionism   and 
amalgamationism  then  caused  a  civil  war  to  sweep 
like  the  raging  tempest  of  death  and   hell   over 
divided  families,  ruined  fortunes,  blood-stained 
fields,  stricken  homesteads,  widowed  women,  or- 
phan children,  homeless  mothers,  decrepit  fath- 
ers, weeping  and  mourning  sisters,    feeble  and 
unprotected  mothers,  lonely  graves  of  noble  sol- 
diers, where  no  board  or  tombstone  marked  the 
spot,  pale  and  emaciated  young  brides,  wan  and 
woe-stricken  children,  and  a  dismembered,  bleed- 
ing, violated,  and  shattered  Constitution.  1  charge 
that  the  accursed  one-idea  doctrine  of  abolition  at 
the  North  lighted  up  the  fires  of  revolution  at  the 
South,  and  caused  to  be  enacted  in  this  land  every 
horror,  wrong,  and  outrage  1  have  just  portrayed. 
Although  those  doctrines  have  made  humanity 
wail,  all  nature  mourn, and  angels  weep,  yet  I  am 
not  willing  to  consent  to  any  arrangement  ex- 
cept that  by  which  this  great  Union,  which  is  so 
dear  to  us  and  posterity,  ami  upon  the  restoration 
of  which  hangs  the  downfall  of  the  monarchies  of 
the  Old  World,  and  the  peace,  comfort,  liberty,  and 
ha[)piness  of  ourselvesand  children  depend,  shall 
be  restored  and  maintained.     The  great  contest 
which  is  soon  to  be  fought  at  the  ballot-box  is  a 
contest  between  disunion,  radicalism,  despotism, 
tyranny,  perjury,   abolitionism,  amalgamation- 
iam,  and  u.surpation,  on  the  one  side,  and  con- 
servatism, liberty,  truth,  Union,  the  Constitution 
and  law,  on  the  other;  and  the  result  of  that  con- 
test upon  the  side  of  the  latter  will  be  more  im- 
portant to  the  people   of  this  country  and    the 
nations  of  the  earth  than  was  the  controversy  be- 
tween Persia  and  Greece  decided  by  the  battles  of 
Marathon,  Platsea,  and  Salamis,  which  gave  as- 
cendency to   the  genius  of  Europe  over  that  of 
Asia. 

Before  proceeding  further,  let  me  make  one  ap- 
peal tc)  the  conservative  Republicans  of  the  land. 
1  implore  you  to  look  back  to  the  promises  that 
were  made  to  induce  you  to  vote  for  (he  Admin- 
istration in  power,  and  the  gross  and  outrugeouH 
violation  of  every  such  promise  and  pledge. 
Upon  your  action  nil  depends.     You  are  charged 


with  high  responsibilities  by  a  patriotic  and 
confiding  Democracy.  You,  in  this  dreadful 
crisis  in  the  history  of  the  nation,  in  an  evil  hour, 
hold  in  your  hands  the  destinies  and  liberties 
of  this  noble  nation  find  this  great  country. 
You  are  governed  by  honorable  considerations, 
and  desire  the  harmony  and  unity  of  this  once 
happy  people.  I  implore  you  in  the  name  of 
our  God,  our  families,  our  children,  our  liberties, 
our  happiness,  our  homes,  our  property,  our  coun- 
try, and  our  lives  to  help  us  save  this  nation  at 
the  ballot-box.  I  invoke  Almighty  God  to  give 
you  wisdom  to  save  this  people  from  all  impend- 
ing thralldom.  I  would  gladly  join  you  in  any 
organization  that  would  save  our  bleeding  coun- 
tiy,  but  you  have  none;  abolitionism  and  amalga- 
mationism have  swallowed  it  up.  1  know  of  none 
but  that  of  the  Democratic  party.  There  is  no 
other  political  organization  known  in  heaven,  and 
there  is  none  on  earth,  by  which  the  precious  ben- 
efits of  the  organic  law  and  liberties  guarantied  to 
us  byourfathers  can  be  restored  and  maintained. 
Let  me  also  say  that  those  men  in  the  South 
who  reared  the  gigantic  head  of  secession  upon 
the  walls  of  Fort  Sumter  and  attempted  to  haul 
down  and  trail  in  the  dust  that  proud  banner, 
whose  glory  was  destined  to  wave  over  the  mon- 
archies of  the  world,  violated  every  obligation 
dearto  man  and  deserve  the  condemnation  ofevery 
patriot,  and  especially  of  the  Democratic  masses, 
whom  they,  by  leaving  the  Halls  of  Congress, 
so  egregiously  and  outrageously  wronged  and 
brought  upon  them  all  the  banishments,  misery, 
and  woe  which  they  have  since  endured,  for 
standing  by  the  landmarks  of  the  organic  law  of 
the  land.  The  Constitution  gave  them  no  right 
to  secede;  they  violated  their  solemn  oaths  of 
office  when  they  withdrew  from  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  and  by  force  and  fraud  they  carried 
with  them  the  loyal  masses  of  the  South,  upon 
a  charge  of  oppression  which  could  have  been 
easily  removed  had  they  staid  in  the  Union.  1 
believe  the  Constitution  gives  tlie  power  to  this 
Government  to  coerce  them  back.  I  am  for  using 
the  strong  arm  of  the  Constitution  to  compel  them 
to  return,  with  the  sword  in  one  hand  and  the 
offer  to  them  ofevery  honorable  compromise  and 
conciliation  by  the  other,  without  degrading  or 
unconstitutional  conditions,  as  the  stake  is  so 
great  that  no  true  lover  of  his  country  ought  to 
throw  one  single  impediment  in  the  way  of  a  re- 
construction. But  alas!  for  my  country,  it  is  sink- 
ing under  the  radical  policy  of  the  party  in  power, 
who  are  strangling  it  to  death,  and  driving  all 
hopes  of  reunion  from  the  true  patriot's  breast. 

1  am  in  favor  of  filling  up  our  armies  and  using 
every  measure  of  wise  policy  and  conciliatory 
statesmanship  to  bring  this  sanguinary  strife  to  a 
successful  close  before  national  and  financial  ruin 
shall  overtake  us;  and  I  now  solemnly  charge 
that  from  the  day  the  President's  amnesty  edict  of 
despotism  was  announced,  the  war  was  no  longer 
directed  against  armed  rebellion,  but  against  peo- 
ple, property,  and  local  institutions,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  stripping  States  of  all  political  rights; 
but  I  prefer  to  submit  to  this  despotism  and  fur- 
nish men  and  money,  upon  the  hope  that  at  the 
election  this  fall  the  Republic  will  be  baptized  by 
the  never-failing  waters  of  liberty,  and  some  one 
will  be  elected  President  that  will  listen  to  the 
warning  voice  of  reason  and  set  at  defiance  all 
usurpations  of  power.  If  we  do  notgo  back  to 
the  soleiTin  jiledges  made  in  the  commencement, 
national  ruin  must  be  our  fate,  and  we  will  have 
a  consolidated  despotism  or  monarchy  built  upon 
the  ruins  of  our  Republic.  Let  us  use  our  armies 
to  uphold  the  Constitution,  restore  the  Union, 
break  down  armed  rebellion,  temper  force  with 
mercy,  compromise,  and  conciliation,  until  we 
bring  back  the  seceded  States.  Our  whole  failure 
is  chargeable  to  a  lack  of  statesmanship,  and  not 
to  the  wantof  the  bravery  and  patriotism  of  our 
Army,  for  their  valor  and  bravery  have  already 
astonished  the  civilized  world.  Let  us  stand  by 
our  noble  defenders  in  the  field,  by  showing  them 
that  their  blood  shall  not  be  spilled  except  in  de- 
fense of  our  organic  law;  that  their  victories  are, 
to  bring  peace,  and  that  the  dignity  and  magna- 
nimity of  the  nation  shall  be  identified  with  their 
patience,  fortitude,  and  bravery,  and  the  generous 
and  humane  policy  of  Christian  warfare  interposed 
for  the  purpose  of  restoring  a  lasting  reunion  of 
intercourse  and  fraternal  regard;  and  that  the 
patriotic  memories  of  this  second  revolution  flhall 


cluster  around  the  annals  of  better  days.  Let 
the  act  of  treason  that  woul3  destroy  the  rights 
of  free  speech  and  deface  the  proud  tabric  of  hu- 
man liberty  be  left  to  the  unworthy  descend- 
ants of  our  revolutionary  sires,  who  first  fiied 
upon  their  glorious  flag.  Let  us  go  back  to  the 
solemn  declaration  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  "  that 
this  war  is  not  waged  in  any  spirit  of  oppression 
or  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subjugation, 
or  jiurpose  of  overthrowing  or  interfering  with  the 
rights  or  established  institutions  in  those  Slates; 
but  to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the 
Constitution  and  topreserve  the  Union,  with  all  the 
dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  several  States 
unimpaired;  and  that  as  soon  as  these  objects  are 
accomplished  the  war  ought  to  cease." 

Under  the  garb  of  Commander-in-Chief,  impe- 
rial functions  are  to  be  performed  as  arrogantly 
as  ever  was  performed  by  Cajsar  toward  the  bar- 
barian Gauls.  On  the  11th  of  January  last  the 
machinery  of  despotism  was  set  in  motion  by 
a  proclamation  from  Major  General  Banks,  as- 
suming sovereignty  over  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  giving  orders  for  the  erection  of  a  new  gov- 
ernment for  the  State,  to  be  molded  according  to 
the  President's  will,  no*only  recreating  the  State, 
but  canceling  the  constitution  and  laws  that  ex- 
isted previous  to  the  rebellion.     He  says: 

"  So  inucli  of  tlie  said  constitution  and  law.*:  of  Louisiana 
as  recognize,  regulate,  or  relate  to  slavery  are  lieieby  de- 
clared to  be  inoperative  and  void." 

This  is  the  despotic  mandate  of  a  Federal  offi- 
cer not  acitizen  of  the  State  nor  entitled  to  a  vote. 
And  by  another  edict  he  declares  that  all  who  will 
not  take  the  President's  amnesty  oath  and  vote 
shall  be  banished,  and  their  property  confiscated, 
although  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  forbids 
the  imposition  of  a  test  oath  by  Federal  author- 
ity. To  see  the  nation  thus  die  is  so  revoltiiig  to 
the  spirilof  republicanism  that  patriotism  shrinks 
from  it  in  despair. 

The  party  that  are  libeling  and  assailing  every 
Democrat  and  trying  to  destroy  our  liberties  are 
men  who  openly  proclairn  that  the  Constitution 
is  a  covenant  with  death  and  a  league  with  hell; 
that  the  Union  as  it  was  is  man-stealing;  that  the 
insurgent  States  shall  not  return  unless  they  set 
the  dear  negro  free  and  comply  with*  conditions 
and  degradations  at  which  human  nature  shud- 
ders; men  who  crawl  and  cringe  around  the  foot- 
stool of  despotic  powr,  and  falsely  putting  on 
Union  principles  as  a  disguise,  have  procured  for 
themselves  offices  of  official  emoluments  and  na- 
tional trust,  and  cheated  and  defrauded  honest 
conservative  Republicans  while  they  have  been 
engaged  in  their  usual  avocations  to  earn  their 
daily  bread;  whq,  in  common  with  the  radical 
secessionists  of  the  South,  have  been  the  means 
of  overthrowing  this  great  and  glorious  Union; 
men  whom  the  people  will  yet  consign  to  odium 
and  oblivion  for  prostrating  the  Constitution, 
breaking  down  the  Union,  and  destroying  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  America;  men 
who  have  used  the  fratricidal  arm  of  military  des- 
potism, usurpation,  and  tyranny  to  strike  down 
the  iibei'tics  of  the  people  and  trample  upini  a 
blcedingand  desecrated  Constitution, and  by  their 
acts  driven  from  the  land  where  the  bones  of 
Washington  and  Jefferson  repose  all  emotions  of 
love, gratitude,  and  admiration  for  the  old  Union; 
men  who  have  cried  traitor  and  copperhead  into 
the  cars  of  every  man  who  has  invoked  the  aid 
of  a  just  God  in  our  efforts  of  compromise  to  re- 
store national  unity  and  peace;  and  have  by  I  heir 
conduct  imitated  the  bloody  treason  of  John 
Brown,  who  proclaimed  from  the  fatal  battlements 
of  Virginia  the  doctrine  of  one  portion  of  the  party 
in  power,  whose  first  lust  for  blood  was  satiated 
at  Harper's  Ferry's  first  bloody  scene;  men  who 
have  allowed  their  cowardly  and  heartless  satel- 
lites to  fatten  upon  the  wealth  coined  from  the 
blood  and  misery  of  the  land,  and  afterwarda 
walk  boldly  and  fearlessly  among  the  people  they 
have  robbed  and  wronged;  who  by  their  legis[a-- 
tion  are  inflicting  upon  the  j)coplo  of  the  border 
States,  who  have  suffered  tlie  most  in  this  con- 
test and  shown  the  noblest  and  purest  patriotism 
under  the  terrible  trials  through  which  they  have 
passed,  further  and  deadlier  evils  at  the  hands  of 
this  Government  which  they  are  struggling  to 
uphold;  men  who  have  closed  their  eyes  lo  frauds 
which  have  nearly,  in  some  instances,  destroyed 
our  armies,  and  lor  some  minor  offense  against 
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military  law  permitted  a  poor  son  or  father  to  be 
sentenced  to  dentli;  men  who  liavc  allowed  and 
caused  loyal  citizens,  some  of  whom  were  at  the 
death-bed  of  a  dear  friend  and  the  gr.iveof  a  dead 
wife,  to  be  Seized  without  authority  of  law  and 
dragged  to  distant  prisons,  bastiles,  and  dun- 
geons, and  there  incarcerated  without  trial  or  re- 
dress, and  without  granting  them  that  which  two 
thousand  years  ago  was  ihe  birthriglit  of  every 
Roman  citizen,  the  right  to  know  the  offense  with 
which  he  was  charged;  men  who  have  dared  to 
proclaim  in  defiance  of  the  Constitution  an  insult 
to  the  majesty  of  the  law,  and  have  caused  great 
political  trade  sales  to  be  opened,  and  intrigue  and 
corruption  to  put  on  their  repulsive  and  despotic 
robes,  in  which  they  have  caused  to  be  sold  the 
offices  of  the  Army  and  nation,  like  the  board  of 
a  publicauction,  to  the  highest  bidder;  men  whose 
aliment  is  radicalism  and  passion,  and  by  their 
conduct,  with  their  allies  in  the  South,  arrayed 
State  against  State,  man  against  man,  father 
against  son,  brother  against  brother,  destroyed 
all  feeliiTgs  of  kindness  and  charily  between  the 
people  of  these  United  States,  and  from  such  con- 
taminating approaches  caused  the  proud  spirit  of 
liberty  to  flee,  and  war  to  silence  the  voice  of  dis- 
putanis  while  men  are  wrestling  on  fields  of  blood; 
men  who  have  boldly  proclaimed  tlirough  the 
bloody  edict  of  their  President,  in  violation  of  the 
organic  law,  that  men  are  not  capable  of  self-gov- 
ernment, and  that  nine  tenths  of  the  people  shall 
be  disfranchised  and  represented  by  such  men  as 
the  panderers  and  parasites  to  despotic  rule,  to  the 
numberof  one  tenth,  shall  by  their  votes  determ- 
ine; who  have  deprived  the  people  from  worshiping 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  conscience,  and  turned  congregations  out  in 
the  streets  for  refusing  to  pray  for  Abraham's 
royal  highness,  deprived  the  peopleof  the  precious 
rightof  suffrage  by  armed  interference  at  the  bal- 
lot-box, and  kidnapped  and  stolen  the  slaves  of 
loyal  masters;  men  who  have  countenanced  and  in- 
cited armed  soldiers  to  burn  and  destroy  the  presses 
and  property  of  loyal  citizens  because  they  were 
Democrats;  men  who  have  suspended  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  throughout  the  whole  United  States, 
and  set  the  courts  of  the  country  at  defiance,  that 
great  writof  publicand  private  liberty  which  the 
monarchy  of  England  has  not  suspended  in  two 
hundred  years;  men  who  in  their  mad  efforts  to 
achieve  power  and  revolutionize  the  noble  insti- 
tutions bequeathed  to  us  by  our  fathers  have 
drenched  the  land  in  fraternal  blood,  shaken  the 
temples  of  American  freedom  to  their  foundations, 
denounced  the  sacred  and  fundamental  covenants 
of  the  Constitution,  broken  in  letter  and  spirit  its 
plainest  precepts  and  vital  principles,  and  pro- 
claimed undying  hostility  to  the  Union  as  it  came 
from  itsframers;  men  who,  by  the  mock  trial  of 
drum-head  court-martial,  have  consigned  to  dun- 
geons and  banishments  the  noblest  citizens  and 
purest  patriots  of  the  land;  men  who  have  procured 
to  be  passed  an  odious  conscription  law,  wliich 
places  the  life  of  every  able-bodied  citizen  of  the 
land  in  the  hands  of  a  one-man  kingly  power,  in 
derogation  of  the  rights  of  the  States;  men  who 
have  mortgaged  the  property  and  resources  of  the 
whole  people  to  a  system  of  unbounded  paper 
currency  and  a  reckless  and  unbridled  extrava- 
gance; men  who  have  violated  State  rights  in  the 
partition  of  the  Old  Dominion;  men  who  have 
overthrown  by  proclamations  the  whole  domestic 
institutions  and  social  organism  of  the  States,  and 
have  openly  changed  the  whole  objects  of  the 
war;  men  who  have  draped  the  land  in  mourn- 
ing, hurried  hundreds  of  thousands  to  premature 
graves,  and  have  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  finan- 
cial and  national  ruin;  men  who  have  established 
a  host  of  spies,  common  informers,  and  secret 
police,  who  are  prowling  about  the  land  seeking 
whom  they  may  devour;  men  who  have  sent 
among  the  people  great  swarms  of  office-holders 
in  imitation  of  King  George,  of  England,  toward 
tlic  American  colonics,  to  eat  out  the  substance 
of  the  people;  men  who,  in  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, to  a  man,  voted  down  the  celebrated  Crit- 
tenden compromise,  wliich,if  passed,  would  have 
saved  the  Union  and  relieved  us  from  this  dread- 
ful war;  who  at  the  commencement  of  this  ses- 
sion boldly  ignored  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ, 
in  the  election  of  a  Chaplain,  by  a  strict  party 
vote;  who  have  attempttid  to  make  the  Treasury 
a  mock-auction  and  Peter  Kunk  shop  for  the  pur- 
pose of  buying  and  selling  gold,  with  a  sign  over 


the  door  that  uncurrent  funds  are  bought  arid  sold 
here;  who  have  established  agreat  national  bank 
scheme,  def)riving  the  Slates  of  the  power  of  tax- 
ing niiHionsdf  cafiital  invested  therein;  who  have 
caused  the  jewels,  the  flowers,  the  diamonds,  and 
the  laces  of  the  daughters  of  the  public  plun- 
derers to  turn  the  night  of  death  to  the  poor  into 
the  gay  festive  scene,  while  the  [lalient,  sad-eyed 
daughters  of  labor  and  suffering  have  hunger  in 
their  eyes,  their  hands  worn  and  hard  with  cease- 
less labor,  their  cheeks  wan  with  care,  disap- 
pointment,and  despair,  in  their  fierce,  relentless, 
unremitting  efforts  to  grasp  with  their  thin  frail 
fingers  their  scanty  bread,  asking  only  to  be  suf- 
fered to  keep  body  and  soul  together,  and  save 
enough  to  keep  an  aged  mother,  a  helpless  father, 
an  orphan  household  of  brothers<«nd  sisters  from 
the  wolf  of  hunger  that  prowls  about  the  door; 
men  who  have  used  the  people's  money  to  buy 
the  freedom  of  the  slaves  to  make  them  equal 
with  the  poor  white. 

The  spirit  of  the  people  is  too  great  to  weep, 
and  their  grief  too  mighty  to  be  uttered,  although 
iniquity  has  been  exalted,  the  Constitution  trodden 
underfoot,  the  laws  perverted,  arid  the  righteous 
and  true  depressed  and  banished .  This  attempted 
expulsion  and  gagging  free  speech  are  great  tabla- 
tures  of  the  horrors  of  tyranny,  of  the  scandal  and 
infamy  of  servitude  and  debasement. 

In  proof  of  how  far  human  malice  or  ambition 
is  an  overmatch  for  human  wisdom,  laws  and 
constitutions  framed  by  the  best  and  wisest  men 
have  become  the  sport  and  conquest  of  the  worst 
tyrants.  Could  wise  laws  have  insured  the  sta- 
bility of  a  Government,  that  of  Rome  would  have 
been  immortal,  because  besides  adopting  all  the 
best  institutions  of  the  free  States  of  Greece,  her 
principal  struggle  and  employment  for  some  cen- 
turies was  the  securing  of  domestic  liberty  by 
wholesome  law-s,  and  for  laws  and  arms  she  was 
the  wonder  and  glory  of  the  earth;  but  she,  whose 
force  and  policy  no  power  could  withstand,  not 
even  that  of  Greece  or  Carthage,  fell  by  the  cor- 
ruption, perfidiousness,  and  violence  of  her  own 
representatives.  The  only  sword  that  could  hurt 
her  was  her  own;  with  that  she  trusted  Caesar, 
and  with  that  he  turned  upon  and  enslaved  her. 
Power  of  itself  makes  men  wanton  and  cruel. 

The  most  of  the  Roman  emperors  began  their 
reigns  well,  as  Nero,  Claudius,  and  Caligula. 
Caesar  was  generous  and  humane  to  affectation, 
but  every  passion  and  every  sentiment  will  yield 
to  the  ardent  lust  of  power,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  his  great  and  acceptable  qualities  he  could  not 
have  introduced  public  bondage.  The  hero  and 
the  orator  hid  the  usurper,  and  palliated  at  least 
the  usurpation.  The  acquiring  and  exercising  of 
power  unconstitutionally  is  tyranny,  and  if  such 
usurpation  is  to  be  countenanced  then  there  is  an 
utterend  ofall  rightand  wrong, publicand  private, 
and  every  usurper  will  be  a  king  or  emperor, 
and  every  magistrate  will  be  a  lawless  tyrant. 
1  charge  that  the  destruction  of  free  speech  and 
press  is  a  violation  of  every  tie  that  can  bind  the 
human  soul,  ofoaths,  trust, and  law;  of  everything 
dear  to  human  kind;  of  peace, liberty,  rights,  and 
possessions;  but  the  very  sound  of  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  the  superstitious  reverence  paid  to  that 
doctrine,  its  employments,  its  victories  over  the 
rights  of  the  white  race  and  its  great  usurpations 
are  all  pompous  images  that  dazzle  the  eyes  and 
give  a  false  luster  to  the  blackest  iniqui  ty,  tyranny, 
and  despotism.  But  the  severest  oppressor  can 
never  tie  the  hands  ofall  the  oppressed  nor  place 
chains  upon  their  resentments.  The  bulwarks  of 
liberty  have  been  daily  broken  down  and  the  peo- 
ple lulled  to  sleep,  until  the  best  acts  of  radical- 
ism have  been  but  the  sunshine  of  tyranny.  Cru- 
elty inspired  by  hunger  is  assuaged,  but  power 
created  by  usurpation  is  never  satiated  and  knows 
no  bounds.  Government  is  a  sacred  thing  and 
justly  claims  all  reverence  and  duty,  but  in  the 
idea  of  government  is  implied  that  of  public  pro- 
tection and  security;  but  when  what  was  govern- 
ment ceases,  and  those  who  control  it  become  op- 
pressors, and  the  power  is  swayed  by  evil  doers 
to  the  destruction  of  those  who  do  not  agree  with 
their  policy;  when  law,  liberty,  and  order  are  ban- 
ished, property  violently  seized  without  constitu- 
tional law,  and  lives  wantonly  destroyed  to  en- 
force the  doctrines  of  abolitionism,  and  iniquity 
and  radicalism  prevail,  it  is  no  longer  a  government 
of  law,  but  one  of  despotism  and  of  tyranny,  en- 
forced by  the  kingly  idea  of  a  one-ijian  power.  Tlie 


French  historiansobserve that  the  worstand  weak- 
est of  their  kings  were  fondest  of  dominion  and 
power,  and  iheir  best  and  wisest  contented  with 
stinted  p(jwer  and  the  rules  of  law.  Lewis  XI 
trampled  upon  the  laws  of  his  kingdom  and  op- 
pressed his  people,  but  he  died  in  great  misery  and 
terror,  and  his  life,  death,  and  memory  were  equal- 
ly detestable;  while  Henry  JV,  who  was  born 
with  a  soul  great  and  generous,  never  violated  nor 
distrusted  the  laws. 

I  fear  that  before  the  people  of  the  South  will 
be  subjugated  and  exterminated,  our  conduct  will 
invoke  tlie  interference  of  the  civilized  world,  or 
cause  them  to  cede  the  States  to  some  European 
Power.  The  governor  of  Louisiana, in  his  inau- 
gural address  of  the  25th  of  January  last,  saya 
that  before  they  will  submit  to  such  terms  they 
wi  11,  inconventionassembled.withouta dissenting 
voice,  cede  the  State  to  any  European  Power. 
Where  controlling  power  is  arbitrary,  the  op- 
pressed people  are  apt  to  think  that  no  change  can 
make  their  condition  worse,  and  will  often  risk 
civil  war  to  be  revenged  on  the  Power.  Such  was 
the  temper  of  the  Romans  upon  the  revolt  of 
Sacrover,  who  rejoiced  in  it,  and  in  hatred  to  Ti- 
berius preferred  success  to  a  public  enemy.  No 
country  governed  by  mere  will  was  ever  governed 
well,  because  passion  governs  the  will,  and  the 
measure  of  right  and  wrong  and  power  without 
the  control  of  law  are  not  safe  to  be  trusted  to  any 
man.  This  power  claimed  by  the  party  in  power 
is  too  mighty  for  the  soul  of  man  ,  and  fit  for  none 
but  God,  who  cannot  act  unwisely  or  passion- 
ately. To  govern  by  mere  will  is  to  govern  by 
violence,  and  invites  the  people  to  the  same  course 
as  did  King  James,  who,  paying  no  attention  to 
law,  nor  the  rights  of  the  people,  put  himself  in 
a  posture  of  waragainst  his  subjects,  so  that  when 
they  had  recourse  to  arms  they  used  them  for 
their  own  defense.  Therefore  the  least  attempt 
upon  public  liberty  is  alarming;  it  will  be  repealed 
ol"ten;  a  few  repetitions  create  a  habit,  and  habit 
will  claim  prescription  and  right,  as  the  nature 
of  man  is  such  when  public  affairs  are  once  dis- 
concerted, it'is  almost  impossible  to  restore  them 
to  their  first  firmness,  because  numbers  become 
engaged  in  the  corruption  and  will  use  all  their 
arts  and  power  to  support  it,  and  as  it  grows  gen- 
eral and  extensive  the  public  will  sometimes  es- 
pouse and  defend  it,  «jif  which  we  have  had  an  ex- 
ample,and  the  torrent  will  become  so  strong  as 
to  bear  down  authority  itself.  History  is  full  of 
instances  where  great  and  good  men  have  fallen, 
anddrawn  down  upon  themselvesa  tragical  doom, 
while  striving  to  restore  the  State. 

Charles  V  held  it  to  be  a  greater  ho  nor  to  be  Count 
of  Catalonia  than  King  of  the  Romans,  because  the 
Cutalons  were  free  men  and  the  Romans  monk- 
ridden,  slaves  of  despotism  and  tyranny.  Had 
such  as  were  champions  for  the  exaltation  of 
Caesar  and  Augustus  foreseen  what  their  race  and 
descendants  were  to  suffer  under  the  successors 
of  those  usurpers,  stooping  and  groaning  under 
despotic  bondage,  they  would  have  quenched  their 
zeal  and  been  struck  with  horror.  The  laws  of 
war  are  claimed  to  vindicate  the  subversion  of  the 
civil  law,  and  the  holy  gospel  of  peace  and  love  ia 
urged  in  defense  of  persecution  and  tyranny  until 
we  are  compelled  to  observe  the  strange  inversion 
of  order  and  liberty,  dignity  debased,  infamy  ex- 
alted, the  functions  of  the  Government  prostituted, 
the  glorious  name  of  America  defiled,  the  orna- 
ments of  liberty  trampled  under  foot,  and  the  ad- 
ministrators of  justice  corrupted.  Rather  than 
support  such  violations  of  our  organic  law,  I  will 
invoke  the  charitable  judgment  of  the  civilized 
world  and  let  posterity  pronounce  the  calm  vor- 
dict  of  a  not  far  distant  future  upon  my  integiity 
in  dissenting  from  the  blind  injustice  of  partisan 
rage,  and  that  posterity  will  judge  those  who  now 
have  their  Praetorian  guards,  and  pervert  the  laws, 
and  through  the  vile  breath  of  informers  make 
charges  of  treason  against  the  Democracy  of  the 
North  and  border  Stales,  us  sanguinary  tyrants 
and  oppressors  of  liberty  and  humanity. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  ROGERS.     1  ask  further  time. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  ROGEllS.  We  were  told  by  General 
Burnside,  in  his  answer  in  the  habeas  corpus  case 
of  Hon.  C.  L.  Vallandigham,  that  the  Ari\iy 
could  not  be  induced  to  assist  in  the  overthri)W  of 
the  Government  and  laws.  That  they  are  noble 
and  true  !  well  know,  but  history  informs  ua  that 
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Cromwell's  conquest  of  his  country  was  made  by 
troops  the  most  sober  and  best  disciplined  tiiat  the 
world  had  then  seen,  and  that  with  the  best  of  all 
the  Roman  armies  Csesar  establisiied  himself  ty- 
rant upon  the  throne. 

The  honor  and  oaths  of  men  cannot  be  trusted 
where  it  is  in  tiicir  power  to  control  milliotis  of 
peo|ile.  Henry  HI  signed,  sealed,  and  solemn- 
ly swore  to  observe  the  great  charter  with  many 
terrible  execrations  upon  iiimself  if  he  broke  it. 
Yet  he  violated  his  oath  and  bid  open  defiance  to 
all  oaihs,  all  charters  and  laws,  had  recourse  to 
avoweil  oppression,  but  gained  nothing  in  the  end 
but  the  just  recompense  of  such  enormous  meas- 
ures, shame,  scorn,  and  beggary.  It  shows  that 
power  is  a  brutal  and  hideous  thing  when  not 
tempered  by  reason  and  law.  It  is  enough  to 
mortify  and  grieve  any  candid  man  or  woman  who 
wishes  well  to  humanity  to  see  this  great  nation 
die,  its  liberties  overthrown,  human  nature  so  pit- 
ifully debased,  and  humnii  understanding  so  fa- 
natical. 1  give  warningto  those  who  have  violated 
their  solemn  obligations  and  destroyed  our  liber- 
tics  and  laws  that  we  intend  to  befreenien  in  spite 
of  their  wicked  atter»jils  to  enslave  us. 

We  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Smith]  that  the  South  shall  be  exterminated 
and  peopled  with  better  people,  and  their  lands 
sold  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war;  but  I  inform 
those  who  advocate  that  doctrine  that  the  Ro- 
mans found  more  opposition  from  the  little  free 
State  of  the  Samnites  than  fi'oin  all  the  absolute 
princes  in  the  world.  Such  is  the  mighty  differ- 
ence between  freemen  and  slaves,  and  between 
men  who  act  for  themselves  andmen  who  breathe 
and  act  at  the  mere  mercy  of  another.  The  Lace- 
daemonians andRomans  for  many  ages,  on  account 
of  their  inviolable  attachment  and  support  of  their 
constitutions,  were  so  remarkable,  enlightened, 
prosperous,  and  happy;  and  it  was  through  the 
violation  of  the  organic  law  and  the  decay  of  na- 
tional integrity  that  Athens  was  near  being  de- 
stroyed in  the  Peloponnesian  war.  This  resolu- 
tion of  expulsion  and  programme  of  this  party  are 
made  up  of  causes  similar  to  those  that  occasioned 
those  long  and  desperate  civil  wars  which  almost 
destroyed  the  great  and  powerful  kingdom  of 
France.  It  is  private  ambition  carried  on  under 
public  pretenses.  The  preservation  of  the  Union 
w  the  outward  appearance  and  pretension,  but 
the  selfi."3h  attachments  of  the  abolition  fanatics 
to  the  higlier  law  is  the  secret  spring  tliat  pro- 
duces tiieir  pernicious  edicts  and  despotic  acts 
which  are  weakening  and  impoverishing  the  na- 
tion and  debauching  the  nobler  principiesof  the  hu- 
man mind  and  thus  sacrificing  the  interests  and 
the  very  being  of  the  nation  to  the  low,  narrow, 
and  ambitious  designs  of  furious  factions,  and*!? 
sanctioned  by  the  people  at  our  coming  election 
must  sap  the  vitals  of  our  political  existence  and 
crumble  this  glorious  fabric  in  the  dust.  Is  it  con- 
ceivable that  such  gross  violations  of  the  organic 
law,  ajiparent  to  the  common  understanding  of 
nil  rhankind,  shall  be  suffered  to  be  enforced  un- 
que.stioned  and  receive  that  honor  and  confidence 
which  their  authors  in  the  zenith  of  their  good 
fame  l;ad  |ilaccd  upon  them  by  the  esteem  of  their 
countrymen.'  Will  the  assembled  people  of  the 
Ittnd  receive  with  calmness  and  indifference  the 
fiala  of  usurpation  until  the  mighty  strides  of  des- 
potism shall  overwhelm  them,  and  see  the  lives 
and  fortunes  of  millions,  and  the  safety  of  pres- 
ent and  future  ages  jeopardized,  or  will  they  go 
to  llie  ballot-bo.x  and  redeem  their  country  from 
all  impending  tyranny? 

If  this  iisuipation  of  the  Constitution  be  not 
Htopped  it  will  lead  to  the  debaucliment  of  our 
Army,  the  plunder  and  devastation  of  our  lands, 
homes,  and  fireside."),  the  irredeemable  dissolution 
of  our  Union,  and,  1  fear,  an  interminable  civil 
war  among  the  people  of  the  North.  Let  us  re- 
deem the  country  at  the  ballot-box  ,  and  vote  from 
power  those  who  are  forging  chains  to  fasten  us 
to  the  curof  the  abolition  Juggernaut,  and  by  bal- 
lol.i  repel  that  despotism  which  would  wrest  the 
ine.stimaljlc  gem  of  liberty  from  us.  Let  us  no 
longer  give  ear  to  the  .liren  voice  of  pseudo-phi- 
lanthropy. It  i.s  a  cursed  delu.^ion,  adopted  by 
fanatics  and  recommended  by  sycofihants. 

The  Athenians  ruined  Ihcir  Slate  by  a  mad  and 
expensive  war  upon  Sicily,  they  having  fuich  an 
ambition  of  conquering  her  that  tlmy  refii.sed  all 
offere  of  compromise,  the  result  of  which  wa.s  that 
Ihcy  cxpo.setl   themselves  (o  the  lUtacks  of  the 


Laced£emot)ians,  to  the  revolt  of  tlieir  own  sub- 
jects, to  domestic  disorders,  and  the  change  of 
their  Goveinment,  and  were  at  last  conquered 
entirely  by  Lysander,  the  States  subject  to  them 
set  at  liberty,  and  themselves  subjected  to  the 
dominion  of  thirty  tyrants,  so  that  they  never 
after  recovered  their  former  glory.  The  Lace- 
daemonians afterwards  fell  into  the  same  folly  and 
met  the  same  kind  of  a  fa'e.  By  lording  over 
Greece  they  drew  upon  themselves  a  combination 
of  Greek  cities,  wliich  together,  especially  the 
Thebans  under  the  famous  Epaminondas,  de- 
spoiled them  of  their  authority  soon  after  their 
triumph  over  Athens.  The  Muscovite,  by  falling 
upon  the  King  of  Sweden,  roused  a  tempest  that 
came  near  overturning  his  throne,  and  by  refus- 
ing the  most  honorable  terms  of  peace,  and  urg- 
ing his  revenge,  taught  his  enemies  that  bravery 
and  discipline  which  nothing  could  teach  them 
before,  and  he  had  his  own  brave  army  routed 
by  forces  he  despised;  he  was  driven  from  his 
dominions  a  fugitive  in  a  country  of  infidels,  and 
his  provinces  were  cantoned  out  among  his  ene- 
mies, who  before  had  offered  to  compound  with 
him  for  a  moiety  of  their  own  dominions. 

It  only  proves  how  foolish  is  the  reasoning  of 
passion,  tiiid  that  it  leadis  men  to  throw  away 
strength  to  gain  weaktiess.  If  this  Union  can  be 
restored  by  an  honorable  compromise  it  will  be 
no  ordinary  triumph,  and  those  who  have  been 
the  means  of  bringing  it  about  will  be  proud  to 
claim  the  glory.  The  flashing  eye  of  liberty  will 
then  glance  fiom  the  upturned  face  of  despotism 
and  disunion  to  the  scenes  of  those  heroic  achieve- 
ments which  the  spirits  of  our  revolutionary  sires, 
at  the  commencement,of  this  contest,  invoked  us 
to  emulate,  and  instead  of  beholding  the  equality 
and  mixture  of  the  white  and  black  race  in  one 
common  blood,  will  look  beyond  the  gulf  of  ab- 
olition and  the  plains  of  amalgamation  to  the  tow- 
ering columns  of  the  Constitution,  whose  base 
broke  the  waves  of  i-adicalisra,  and  saved  the  na- 
tion in  its  dying  agonies.  We  must  not  forget 
that  the  land  of  Attica,  whose  sword  shook  and 
whose  civilization  conquered  the  world,  had  the 
superficial  area  and  about  one  third  the  agricul- 
tural productiveness  of  a  moderate-sized  county 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey;  and  I  warn  the  aboli- 
tionists of  this  land  that,  though  they  may  be 
the  greatest  conquerors  that  ever  trod  the  earth, 
they  can  never  amalgamate  the  white  and  black 
races;  and  if  abolitionism  and  amalgamation  are  to 
be  conditions  to  a  restoration  of  the  Union,  (which 
both  clearly  are  to  the  abolitionists,  and  the  one 
is  expressly  made  so  by  the  amnesty  proclama- 
tion,) the  Union  will  never  be  restored,  and  those 
who  are  now  such  conditional  Union  men  will 
meet,  the  same  disapprobation  of  the  civilized 
world  that  Napoleon  did  for  his  wanton  rage  upon 
the  rights  of  God  and  man;  and  although  he  was 
the  Gallic  Coesar  who  led  his  armies  over  shat- 
tered kingdoms,  whose  armed  power  shook  the 
world,  decimated  Europe,  caused  millions  of  man- 
kind to  perish,  until  there  was  scarcely  a  habita- 
tion, from  the  polar  seas  to  the  Mediterranean, 
where  the  voice  of  lamentation  was  not  heard 
over  slaughtered  kindred  toswell  the  conqueror's 
strength  and  glory,  yet  France  fell  back  to  her 
ancient  limits,  and  Napoleon  died  a  repining  cap- 
tive upon  a  rock  of  the  ocean;  and  while  Napo- 
leon was  refusing  all  overtures  of  peace  and  char- 
ity, one  of  the  fathers  of  Democracy  on  this  side 
of  the  ocean  was  seeking  to  aggrandize  his  coun- 
try by  conciliation,  compromise,  and  peace.  He 
used  no  armies,  shed  not  a  drop  of  human  blood, 
caused  not  a  tear  of  human  woe,  and  without  im- 
posing a  single  act  of  despotism  upon  his  people, 
and  with  the  hounds  of  consolidationism  and  war 
lapping  at  the  life  blood  of  the  nation,  and  advocat- 
ing precisely  the  same  doctrines  that  are  nowadvo- 
cat(;d  by  the  party  in  ]iowcr,  he  acquired  by  com- 
promise permanently  for  his  country  more  fertile 
domains  than  the  sway  of  Napoleon  ever  owned 
or  the  glory  of  his  plume  ever  floated  over.  The 
advocates  of  comj)romise  and  ]ieace  were  then 
met  by  a  party  who  used  the  same  arguments  that 
arc  now  used,  that  it  was  dishonorable  to  offer 
t(u-ms  of  peace  to  a  determined  foe,  and  that  the 
dignity  of  the  nation  required  war,  who  leaped 
from  one  inconsistency  to  another;  acrid,  pharisa- 
ical.atul  controlled  iiyaselfi.sh  partisanship,  they 
lesi.sted  the  settlement,  acquisition,  and  compro- 
liiise  desperately  to  the  In.-?!. 

Those  who  have  ami  do  advocate  an  lionorable 


compromise  will  not  have  their  soulg  steeped  in 
the  blood  of  those  who  have  and  will  yet  be 
slain  for  want  of  it,  and  the  spirits  of  the  gallant 
officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been  sent  to  an  un- 
timely grave  have  borne  to  the  bar  of  divine  jus- 
tice no  accusations  against  them.  I  shall  not  hes- 
itate to  advocate  an  honorable  compromise,  based 
solely  upon  a  restoration  of  the  Union,  nor  hesi- 
tate or  swerve  from  the  great  purposes  and  true 
interests  of  the  country,  notwithstanding  the 
yelpings,  bowlings,  and  snarlings  of  the  hungry 
pack  who  are  living  upon  the  blood  and  misery 
of  the  land,  and  hunting  down  every  man  who 
dares  develop  their  purposes,  because,  when  I 
reflect  upon  the  awful  and  solemn  events  wliich 
surround  us,  1  can  but  weep  for  the  unity  and  lib- 
erties of  my  country,  and  I,  in  these  once  sacred 
Halls  of  Congress,  raise  iny  humble  voice  and  call 
upon  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  this  land 
and  entreat  them  to  advocate  some  reasonable 
compromise  before  our  country's  doom  shall  be 
forever  sealed.  My  soul  sickens  at  the  radi- 
calism and  fanaticism  of  the  age,  unnec;fssarily 
squanderingaway  our  resources,  wasting  our  pub- 
lic treasure,  and  spilling  the  people's  blood.  An 
honorable  compromise  will  snatch  from  the  rude 
hand  of  usurpation  the  violated  Constitution  of 
our  country;  it  will  preserve  that  instrument  in 
form,  substance,  and  spirit,  a  precious  inheritance 
for  generations  to  come;  and  as  the  furnaces  of 
Egypt  lighted  Israel  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  and 
Moses  by  divine  command  led  the  children  of  Is- 
rael out  of  the  house  of  bondage  through  the  Red 
sea  into  the  land  of  liberty,  so  will  the  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  compromise  lead  us  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  liberty  and  a  united  Union. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  de- 
mand the  previous  question;  but,  sir,  I  under- 
stand that  a  point  of  order  has  been  before  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  El- 
DRiDGE.]  If  I  can  surrender  the,  floor  for  the  de- 
cision of  that  point  of  order  I  will  do  so. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana^to  hear  me  for  a  moment  before  he  calls 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  1  will  hear  what  the  gentle- 
man has  to  say. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  only  desire  to  say  to 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  that  there  are  three 
or  four  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  who 
desire  to  express  their  views  on  the  subject. 
They  feel  that  it  is  an  unusual  thing  for  gentle- 
men to  be  called  on  to  exercise  the  plenary  power 
of  the  House  withoat  expressing  their  views  oa 
the  particular  case  in  which  it  is  invoked.  They 
think  it  is  a  very  hard  thing,  when  the  question 
involves  free  speech,  that  the  power  of  the  pre- 
vious question  should  be  brought  to  bear  to  prevent 
the  exercise  of  free  speech  on  the  question.  There 
is  noUisposition,  as  the  gentleman  well  knows, 
unnecessarily  to  prolong  the  debate  or  to  stray 
into  matters  not  connected  with  the  pending  prop- 
osition. I  feel  it  to  be  the  best  plan  for  the  gen- 
tleman to  adopt,  as  the  most  in  consonance  with 
the  feelings  of  the  House  and  justice,  to  allow  the 
debate  to  go  on  until  these  gentlemen  have  been 
heard. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  If  I  consulted  my  own  feel- 
ings I  would  yield  to  the  request  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio;  but  my  duty  to  the  public 
business  and  to  the  public  interest  compels  me  to 
insist  on  my  demand  for  the  previous  question. 
This  debate  has  run  to  a  length  that  every  gen- 
tleman must  be  satisfied  has  been  fair  and  ample. 
It  has  extended  froin  Saturday  morning  last  up 
to  this  time.  I  was  a.'sked  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  to  call  for  the  previous 
qtiestion  on  this  question  on  last  Tuesday;  but! 
was  anxious  to  give  as  large  an  opportunity  for 
discussion  as  could  be  fairly  asked.  I  have  al- 
ready subjected  myself  to  ihe  censure  of  the  pa- 
pers, and  perhaps  I  ought  to  have  called  for  the 
previous  quesiioii  on  'I'uesday  evening  last.  It 
was  debated  all  day  on  Tuesday,  and  Tuesday 
night,  and  Tuesday  afternoon  I  gave  notice  that 
Ishouldask  the  House, athalf  past  tv/elve  o'clock 
to-day,  to  second  the  demand  for  the  previous 
queaijon. 

If  this  debate  be  allowed  to  be  further  continued 
wedo  not  know  whereit  is  to  slop.  I  undersiand 
there  are  fifteen  members  whose  names  are  upon 
the  list  asking  to  speak.  How  many  more  will 
feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  be  heard  if  the  pievious 
question  i.'Hiolmoveil  I  cannot  tell.    Some  twenty- 
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five  or  twenty-six  speeches  have  been  made  al- 
ready oil  the  subject,  and  I  feel  compelled  as  a 
duty  f.o  the  House  to  call  for  the  previous  quesiion. 

As  I  have  already  slated,  this  debate  presents  a 
strong  contrast  to  the  proceedings  in  this  House 
ou  the  case  of  Hon.  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  from  the 
same  State  as  the  gentleman  who  has  made  this  re- 
quest. He  was  censured  by  the  House,  which  he 
considered  as  equivalent  to  expelling  him.  That 
was  done  without  debate.  This  debate  has  been 
prolonged  until  it  may  be  considered  ample. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  desire  to  make  two  sug- 
gestions. 

iVlr.  COLFAX.     I  will  hear  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  will  make  two  sug- 
gestions. The  necessity  for  prolonging  this  de- 
ijate  does  not  proceed  from  this  side  of  the  House. 
The  subject  was  not  introduced  here  by  them. 
The  next  consideration  is  this:  since  this  debate 
has  been  commenced  this  side  has  not  yet  moved 
an  adjournment  or  to  lake  a  recess.  We  have  been 
willing  to  sit  here  so  long  as  the  majority  of  the 
House  were  willing  to  let  debate  go  on.  We  are 
willing  to  do  it  now,  and  to  continue  it  as  many 
hours  as  the  House  may  think  fit. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  The  gentleman  lias  made  two 
stalernenis  and  two  mistakes.  He -says  this  ac- 
tion did  not  originate  from  that-side  of  the  House. 
I  think  it  did,  and  I  shall  prove  it  when  1  come  to 
make  my  speech. 

In  the  second  place,  he  says  that  no  gentleman 
on  that  side  of  the  House  has  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment or  a  recess.  I  think  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Holman]  did,  and  if  I  consulted  the  Journals  I 
mifjlit  find  other  instances. 

1  will  slate  that  I  understand  that  on  Tuesday 
night,  at  a  quarter  |5ast  eleven  o'clock,  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey,  who  has  just  spoken,  ob- 
tained the  floor,  but  declined  to  go  on  at  that 
hour,  and  yielded  the  floor  to  my  colleague  from 
the  Lawrenceburg  district,  [Mr.  Holman,]  who 
moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Thursday. 
Ill  ihai  manner  the  debate  was  arrested  at  a  quar- 
ter past  eleven  o'clock. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  desire  to  say  that  I 
stand  corrected  as  to  the  latter  part  of  my  remark. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  is  right  and  I  am 
wrong. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  knew  the  gentleman  would 
accede  gracefully. 

Mr.  ROSS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
to  yield  to  me. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  feel  compelled — not  out  of 
any  discourtesy  to  the  gentleman — to  ask  the 
House  to  second  the  previous  question  now. 

The  SPEAKER  pi-o  tempore.  The  question  is 
first  upon  the  a[ipeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Wis- 
consin [Mr.  Eldridge]  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  made  on  Tuesday  last. 

Mr.  ROSS.  1  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana to  allow  me  to  make  a  suggestion. 

Mr.  COLFAX.     I  am  compelled  to  decline. 

Mr.  ROSS.  I  know  the  suggestion  will  accord 
with  the  views  of  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  COLFAX.     1  will  hear  it,  then. 

Mr.  ROSS.  My  suggestion  is  that  we  are  losing 
nothing  by  this  discussion.  The  Speaker  has 
Uwn  fit  to  remark  that  we  are  losing  time  which 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  public  business.  Now,  I 
think  we  are  gaining  time  by  this  discussion.  The 
public  business  will  not  be  retarded  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  discussion.  These  speeches  will 
have  to  be  made  sometime  during  the  session. 
Our  constituents  expect  them  at  our  hands. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  The  suggestion  does  not  ac- 
cord with  my  views.  I  thought  it  would  not,  and 
therefore  I  decline  to  yield  any  further. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  desire  to  appeal  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  will  hear  the  gentleman's 
suggestion. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  rose  before  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  answered  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  Ross,]  to  ask  from  him  the  courtesy 
of  allowing  me  a  few  moments.  I  have'  not  oc- 
cupied tjje  time  of  the  House  one  half  hour  dur- 
ing the  whole  session  in  the  way  of  debate.  I 
have  desired  to  express  my  views  briefly  upon 
the  question  before  the  liouse.  It  is  an  import- 
ant question,  and  I  have  to  record  my  vote  on  it. 
1  have  tried  to  get  the  floor.  Now,  what  I  pro- 
posed to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  before 
he  declined  to  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Ross,]  was  to  yield  to  me  a 


short  lime  before  he  calls  the  previous  quesiion 
to  express  my  views  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  am  afraid  that  my  character 
for  veracity  will  suffer  in  the  House  if  I  do  not 
comply  with  the  terms  I  made  with  the  House 
on  Tuesday.  I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to  de- 
cline, and  to  say  to  my  friend  that  if  ^le  had  seen 
fit  on  entering  upon  this  debate  last  Saturday  to 
have  spoken  to  the  present  occupant  of  the  chair, 
he  would  have  had  an  opportunity  long  since  to 
make  his  speech. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  was  sick  in  bed  on  Satur- 
day and  unable  to  leave  the  house,  and  it  is  for 
that  reason  that  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  now. 

Mr.  COX.    I  desire  to  correct  one  remark 

Mr.  COLFAX.  No  corrections;-  excuse  me. 
I  will  take  back  anything  I  have  said  rather  than 
have  any  words  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  want  the  gentleman  to  take 
back  anything. 

Mr.  HARRIS.     I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  One  point  of 
order  is  already  pending.  The  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Colfax]  moved  a  certain  pream- 
ble and  resolution;  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Broomall]  moved  to  amend  the  pre- 
amble and  resolution  by  siiiking  out  and  inserting; 
the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Eldridge] 
raised  the  point  of  order  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  not  in  order. 
The  Chair  overruled  the  point  of  order,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Wisconsin  appealed  from  that 
decision.  The  quesiion  now  before  the  House  is, 
"  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House?"  and  upon  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  are  demanded. 

Mr.  COX.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  rules 
pertinent  to  this  subject. 

The  Clerk  read  rules  61  and  62,  as  follows: 

"61.  If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  othHrwise,  transgress 
the  rules  of  tlie  House,  the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  ineinber 
may, call  to  order;  in  vvhicli  case  the  member  so  called  to 
Older  shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless  peiinilted  to  ex- 
plain; and  the  House  sliall,  if  appealed  to,  decide  on  the 
case,  but  without  debate  :  if  there  be  no  appeal,  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  shall  be  submitK'd  to.  If  the  decision  be  in 
favor  of  the  member  called  to  order,  he  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  proceecf;  if  otherwise,  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed, in  case  any  member  object,  without  leave  of  the 
House;  and  if  the  case  require  it,  lie  shall  be  liable  to  the 
censure  of  the  House. 

"  62.  If  a  member  be  called  to  order  for  words  spoken  in 
debate,  the  person  calling  him  to  order  shall  repeat  the 
words  excepted  to,  and  they  shall  be  taken  down  in  writing 
at  the  Clerk's  table ;  and  no  member  shall  be  held  to  an- 
swer, or  be  subject  to  the  censure  of  the  House,  for  words 
spoken  in  debate  if  any  other  member  has  spoken,  or  other 
business  has  intervened,  after  the  words  spoken,  and  be- 
fore exception  to  them  shall  liave  been  taken." 

Mr.  COX.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  ask  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  proceedings  of  this  House  show 
that  business  did  not  intervene  between  the  speak- 
ing of  the  gentleman  and  the  taking  down  the 
language  and  the  introduction  of  the  resolution  of 
censure.' 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  over- 
ruled the  point  of  order,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  not  governed  by  the  62d  rule.  The  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  based 
on  the  ground  of  the  declarations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  of  the  second  district,  made  in 
the  national  Capitol  and  published  in  the  city  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  It  is  upon  the  ground  of 
the  publication  in  New  York,  as  I  understand  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  COX.  The  Speaker  held  that  the  rule  did 
not  cover  the  case,  as  I  understood"  him. 

The  SPEA.K.ER.  pro  tempore.     Yes. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  wish  to  ask  one  questmn 
of  the  Speaker.  Is  there  any  evidence  before  the 
Plouse  that  the  gentteman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long] 
caused  the  publication  of  his  speech  in  a  New 
York  paper? 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  There  is  such  evidence 
when  that  quesiion  comes  up. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.     That  is  the  quesiion  now. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  'I'hut  is  not  a 
quesiion  for  the  Chair  to  answer. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  79,  nays  66;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Am:'s,  Anderson,  Ash- 
ley, John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  licainan,  Blaine,  Bout- 
well,  Boyd,  Broomall,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W. 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Cieswcll,  Dawes,  Dcming,  Urljjgs,  Du- 
niont,  Uckley,  Farnsworth,  Frank,  Garfield,  Goocli,  Grin- 
nell,  lligby,  Iloopcr,  Hotchkias,  Jenckcs,  Julian,  Kassoii, 


Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Long- 
yoar,  Marvin,  ftluBridc.  McCliug,  Mclruloi;,  .Samuel  F. 
Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  x\iiios  Alycrs,  Leonard  My- 
ers, Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson.  I'erliam, 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Kamlall,  Alexander  H. 
Uicp,  John  H.  Kice,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smiili,  Smilherf, 
Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson, 
Van  Valkeiibnrgh,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webster, 
Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Wiudom,  Wood- 
bridge,  and  Yeaman — 79. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
emia, Bailv,  AngnstusC.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  James  S.  Brown, 
Chauler,  Clay,  Coffriilh,  Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Deiiisori, 
I5deii,  Eldridce,  Finck,  Ganson,  Grhlcr,  Hall.  Il;ir<ling, 
Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  iluieh  ■ 
ins,  Philip  Johnson,  William  Jnjinscni.  Kallifleisch,  Keiiian, 
King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Mailory,  Marcy,  jVIcDowcll, 
MctTiniipy,  James  11.  Morris,  Nelson.'Nolile,  Odell,  John 
O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pi  uyn,  Radford,  Sainm  I  J.  Ran- 
dall, R(jbiiisiin,  Rogers,  James  S.  l{(j||ins,  Ross,  Scott, 
Stebbins,  John  B.  Stecde,  William  G.  Steele,  Suouse, 
Stuart,  Sweat,  V'oorliees,  Ward,  Wheeler,  Chillmi  A. 
White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield,  and  Fernando  Wood 
—66. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  as 
the  judgment  of  the  House. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  FENTON  stated  that  he  was  paired  with 
Mr.  Wadsworth,  but  that  if  he  had 'been  ;\t  lib- 
erty to  vote  he  would  have  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa,  staled  that  ho  was 
paired  upon  all  these  questions  with  Mr.  Mid- 

DLETON. 

Mr.  WINDOM  slated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Donnelly,  was  confined  to  his  room  by  sick- 
ness. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  announced  as  above 
recorded. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. [Mr.  Broomall]  will  accomplish  the  same 
purpose  as  my  original  resolution,  registering 
the  solemn  condetnnalion  of  the  House  of  the 
gen-tleman  from  Ohio's  view's,  and  ns  it  is  evident 
that  gentleman  upon  the  other  side  of  the  Ilouse 
will  not  vole  for  the  resolution  of  expulsion,  I 
accept  the  amendment  and  demand  the  previous 
quesiion  on  the  resolution  as  thusniodified.  I 
do  it  with  the  understanding  that  although  1  have 
the  right,  after  the  previous  question  sluill  be 
sustained,  to  close  the  debate,  ihegentleman  from 
Ohio  who  is  named  in  the  resolution  shall  have 
an  hour  to  reply  to  mc;  and  if  he  shall  make  any 
remarks  of  a  personal  character  in  his  reply  to 
me  I  shall  ask  to  be  allowed  to  reply  to  him. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

'The  SPEAKEIi  pro  tempore.  The  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Colfax,]  who  offered  the 
original  resolution,  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  This  is  rather  an  extraordi- 
nai-y  lime  for  the  geiuleman  from  Ohio  to  pro- 
pose to  move  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table, 
as  that  would  cut  off  my  right  to  close  the  debate. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  intend  to  cut  ofFmy  friend's 
right  to  close  the  debate. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  That  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  gentleman's  motion: 

Mr.  COX.  1  withdraw  it,  then;  but  I  give  no- 
tice ihal  at  the  proper  time  i  will  make  that  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  desire  to  know  whether  it  is  compe- 
tent for  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Col- 
fax] to  modify  his  resolution  at  this  stage  of  the 
discussion. 

The  SPEAKER /)?-o  tempore.  The  Chair  is  of 
opinion  that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  a 
right  to  modify  his  resolution. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Then  I  desire  to 
say  that  if  the  previous  quesiion  be  not  sustained  I 
shall  renew  at  the  first  opportunity  the  original 
proposition,  and  shall  ask  to  have  a  vote  on  the 
quesiion  of  expulsion. 

Mr.  COX  called  foi^ tellers  on  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Colfax  were  appointed. 

The  Ilouse  divided,  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  76,  noes  71. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  J.C.  ALLEN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  ordering  the  main  quesiion. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  As  gentlemen  are  goin^  to 
cause  tklay  by  voting  by  the  yeas  and  luiy.s,  1  be- 
lieve 1  will  proceed  with  my  remarks  now. 

Mr.  COX.     We  do  not  desire  to  cause  delay, 
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but  it  is  important,  in  the  interest  of  free  speech, 
to  ImvB  a  vote  on  closing-Jebate. 

The  j'cas  and  nays  were  oidt-red. 

Tlie  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  75,  nays  71;  as  follows: 

YKAS— Messrf .  Alley,  Allison,  Anderson,  Aslilny,  John 
D.  B;ildwin,  Baxlrr,  l!c.iin;iti,  Blaino,  Boyil,  Broomall, 
Ambrose  W.  ri;irk.Ci>lil),C'(>lf,Cres\vell,  Dawos,  Ueniin'T, 
Driggs,  Duninnt,  KoklLV,I''raiik,G;irfifl(l,  Goocli,GriMni'll, 
Hl!,'l)y,noi)pi!r,  Hotclik'iss,  Jiiliii  II.  Hubbard,  Jcnckis,  Ju- 
lian, Kasson,  KrUey,  Francis  W.  Kdlosg,  Orlando  Kellogj, 
liOan,  Longvcar,  Marvin,  McBridf;,  McClurg,  Mclndoe, 
Samuel  F.  ftlilliT,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  MytTs,  Odell,  t^harles  O'Neill,  Ortli,  Patterson, 
Perliani,  I'ike,  I'omerov,  I'rice,  William  H.  Randall,  Alex- 
ander H.  [tice,  Jolifiri.Rice,  Fihvard  U.  Uollliis,  Sclitmek, 
eiiannon,  Sloan,  Sniitliers,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stebbins,  John 
It.  Steele,  Stevens,  Tliavcr,  Thomas,  Upson,  Van  Valken- 
burgh,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Wilder,  \Vil3on, 
Windoin,  and  Woodbridge — 7.'). 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona,  Baily,  Au!»ustus  C.  Baldwin.  Bliss,  Boutwcll,  James 
S.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Clianler,  Clay,  CofTroth, 
Cox,  Cravens,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawson,  Denison, 
Eden,  Eldridge,  Farnsworth,  Finck,  Gauson,  Grider,  Hall, 
llardinj,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Hol- 
man,  Huteliins,  Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Kalb- 
fleisch,  Kernan,  King,  Law,  Lazear,  Mallory,  Marcy, 
McDowell,  McKinney,  James  U.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson, 
Noble,  Norton,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Prnyn,  Radford, 
Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins, 
Ross,  Scott,  William  G.  Steele,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Tracy, 
Voorhees,  Ward,  Elihu  B.  Washbnrne,  Whaley,  Wheeler, 
Chillon  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Williams,  Winfield, 
Fernando  Wood,  and  Veaman — 71. 

So  tlie  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

During  the  rdll-call, 

Mr.  FENTON  stated  that  he  had  paired  off 
with  Mr.  Wads  WORTH. 

Mr.  HOOPER  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Eliot,  hat!  been  called  from  the  House  and  had 
paii-cd  off  with  Mr.  McAllister. 

The  vote  was  announced  as  above  recorded. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  "Where  are  we?"  was  the 
emphatic  question  propounded  by  the  eloquent 
gentleman  from  the  first  district  of  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Pendleton,]  on  Tuesday  last.  I  answer  him, 
we  are  in  the  Capitol  of  our  nation.  We  are  in 
the  Hall  where  assembles  the  Congress  of  this 
Republic,  which,  thank  God,  in  spite  of  conspir- 
acy and  treason,  still  lives;  in  spite  of  enemies 
open  and  covert,  within  and  without  our  lines, 
with  and  without  arms  in  their  hands,  still  lives, 
and  which,  thanks  to  our  gallant  defenders  in  the 
field,  will  live  as  long  as  tinrte  shall  last.  "Where 
are  we.'"  said  he.  1  will  answer  him  in  the  lan- 
guage of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Long,]  whose  speech 
is  under  review: 

"From  the  day  on  which  the  conflict  began  up  to  the 
present  hour,  the  confederate  army  has  not  been  forced  be- 
yond the  sound  of  their  guns  from  the  dome  of  the  Capitol 
in  which  we  are  assembled.  The  city  of  Washington  is 
to-day,  as  it  has  been  for  three  years,  guarded  by  Federal 
troo[)s  in  all  the  forts  and  I'ortifications  with  whicli  it  is 
surrounded,  to  prevent  an  attack  from  the  enemy." 

And  yet,  sir,  while  we  arc  thus  placed  "  in  this 
fearful  hour  of  the  country's  peril, "as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  says  in  the  opening 
paragiaph  of  his  speech;  while  the  scales  of  na- 
tional life  and  death  are  trembling  in  the  balance, 
while  our  veterans  are  in  the  front  seeking  to 
save  the  life  of  the  country,  and  willing  to  seal 
their  fidelity  if  need  be  with  their  hearts'  blood, 
with  the  enemy  almost  at  the  very  gates  of  your 
capital,  at  such  a  time  as  this  the  gentleman  from 
the  second  district  of  Ohio  rises  in  his  seat  and 
declares  that  our  Go vernment  is  dead ;  nay,  more, 
that  it  is  destioyed;  and  then,  having  thus  con- 
Higned  it  to  death  and  destruction,  he  avows 
boldly  that  he  prefeisto  recognize  the  nationality 
of  the  confederacy  of  the  traitoi's  which  has  caused 
this  alleged  death  of  the  Republic  to  any  other 
alternative  that  remains. 

It  was  on  that  account  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
bring  this  resolution  before  the  House.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  would  lower  the  banner  of 
beauty  and  glory  that  floatH  above  us  to-day,  be- 
tokening that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is 
in  se.ssion;  he  would  pluck  from  the  brilliant  gal- 
axy that  glitters  in  its  azure  field  eleven  of  its 
Btars;  he  would  allow  in  that  diplomatic  gallery 
some  Mason,  some  Wigfall,  or  Beauregard,  as 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
from  a  foreign  nation  planted,  over  the  graves  of 
our  uiurderctl  sons  and  brothers,  upon  soil  that 
belongs  to  the  United  Stales.  Nay,  more  than 
that,  he  would  allow  the  heights  of  Arlington  to 
frown  with  hostile  batteries,  menaeing  our  delib- 
crtiiionH  as  we  sit  lure  in  the  (japilol 

The  gentleman's  colleague  from  the  Columbua 


district,  [Mr.  Cox,]  on  Saturday  last,  said  my 
course  was  "extraordinary,"  and  that  remark 
seemed  to  be  the  kej'-note  of  most  of  the  speeches 
that  followed  fi'om  that  side  of  the  House.  But 
there  is  a  parallel  and  a  justification.  I  call  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  himself  to  the  stand.  'On 
last  Saturday  he  lose  in  his  place  and  said,  allud- 
ing to  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Long:] 

"  He  did  not  speak  for  his  Democratic  collcasues.  They 
met  this  morning  in  caucus  for  the  purpose  of  disavowing 
any  such  sentiments  as  those  which  are  attributed  to  him. 
They  have  authorized  me  so  to  declare  to  this  House,  in 
justice  to  them  and  their  constituencies." 

Sir,  it  was  "  extraordinary"  when  a  speech  had 
been  delivered  here — nay, it  was  unprecedented — 
for  the  colleagues  of  the  gentleman  who  delivered 
it,  of  his  own  political  faith,  to  regaid  it  as  their 
duty  to  their  party  to  hold  a  caucus  and  authorize 
one  of  their  number  solemnly  to  disavow  and  re- 
pudiate it  upon  this  floor.  If  ihatcan  be  done  for 
the  interests  of  party,  should  I  be  criticised  for 
asking  this  House  to  condemn  itsolemnly  to  save 
the  country  and  the  country's  cause  from  its  dele- 
terious effects?  Is  the  country  to  be  cared  for  less 
than  the  interests  of  party? 

Mr.  PENDLETON  rose. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  1  cannot  yield  unless  my  time 
can  be  extended,  for  [  only  have  an  hour  to  an- 
swer the  speeches  on  the  other  side,  and  to  analyze 
the  speech  now  under  review.  But  I  do  not  wish 
to  decline  to  yield  if  the  gentleman  says  that  I  have 
made  a  misstatement  of  his  position. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  ask  the  gentleman  to 
yield  to  me  for  a  moinent  to  correct  a  mistake. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  yield  forthat  purpose,  though 
anxious  for  all  my  time. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  only  want  to  say  that 
my  colleague  did  not  speak  in  my  behalf  in  mak- 
ing that  statement,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  there  was 
no  caucus  of  the  Ohio  delegation. 

Mr.  COLFAX.     1  quoted  from  the  Globe. 

Mr.  COX.     I  ask  to  say  a  word. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  will  yield  if  the  House  will 
agree  to  extend  my  time.  [Cries  of  "Agreed!" 
"Agreed!"  from  the  Democratic  side  of  the 
House.] 

Mr.  COLFAX.     I  v/ill  yield,  then,  of  course. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  must  proceed,  then,  without 
interruption. 

The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  every  one, 
indeed,  who  have  referred  to  it  at  all,  have  been 
kind  enough  to  speak  of  my  impartiality  as  the 
PresidingOfficer  of  the  House.  1  thank  them  for 
this  testimonial,  which  I  have  endeavored-  to  de- 
serve. But  at  the  same  time  most  of  them  have 
expressed  "  regret"  that  1  left  the  Speaker's  chair 
and  came  down  upon  the  floor  of  the  House.  I 
have,  however,  no  regret;  not  even  denunciations 
of  the  press,  nor  the  strictures  of  members  upon 
this  floor,  to  which  I  have  listened  in  respectful 
silence  without  interrupting  them,  have  caused 
me  a  moment's  regret.  I  did  it  in  the  perform- 
ance of  what  seemed  to  me  an  impeiative  duty, 
from  conscientious  conviction,  and  from  no  per- 
sonal unkindness  toward  the  gentleman  froin 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Long.]  I  have  no  personal  unkindness 
toward  him  or  any  human  being  who  lives  upon 
the  earth.  And  if  it  had  been  under.stood  when, 
as  a  Representative  from  the  ninth  congressional 
district  of  Indiana,  your  kindness  and  confidence 
placed  me  in  the  Speaker's  chair,  1  was  logo  there 
fettered  and  tongue-tied,  and  to  leave  thi;  people 
of  that  district  disfranchised,  that  for  all  time  to 
come  during  Ihis  Congress  I  should  not  speak 
for  my  country,  1  should  have  thanked  you  for 
your  election,  but  would  have  rejected  and  spurned 
the  commission. 

I  stand  upon  this  floor  to-day  by  no  "conde- 
scension" from  that  responsible  position.  No, 
sir.  In  that  chair  I  am  the  servant  of  the  House 
to  administer  its  rules,  biR  on  this  floor  the  equal 
of  any  other  metnlier,  no  more,  no  less. 

Duly  is  often  unpleasant,  sometimes  distasteful 
and  repulsive;  but, sir,  the  man  who  will  notfear- 
lessly  discharge  his  duty  is  not  fit  to  be  in  pub- 
lic lif(\  If  my  brother,  under  the  solemnity  of 
the  stringent  oath  taken  by  members  of  thiw  Con- 
gress for  the  first  time  since  its  enaetmeni,  had 
made  this  speech  which  now  lies  before  me,  I 
would  have  done  the  same  toward  him  as  toward 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  not  that  1  loved  him 
less,  but  my  country  t)iore.  As  I  slated  in  the 
opening  of  this  debate,  if  the  House  did  not  re- 


bukeand  condemn  thissentiment,  you  would  have 
no  right  to  complain  of  foreign  coutitries  recog- 
nizing this  rebel  confederacy,  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  was  willing  to  recognize.  Nay, 
more,  if  this  was  the  support  which  you  gave  to 
the  soldiers  whom  you  have  sent  to  the  field,  if 
this  was  the  aid  and  comfort  you  gave  tliem  they 
would  have  tlie  right  to  turn  upon  us,  and  saj', 
"You  called  us  forth  to  fight  the  battles  of  the 
Union,  while  you  in  the  Capitol  allow  men  to  make 
speeches  which  will  be  quoted  with  joy  in  the  con- 
federate congress,  which  will  strengthen  the  arms 
and  sinews  of  the  men  we  have  to  meet  in  battle 
array,  while  they  paralyze  and  discourage  us." 

The  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Eld- 
ridge] the  other  day  appealed  to  doubt  my  state- 
ment that  this  resolution  was  introduced  upon  my 
own  responsibility,  and  said  he  could  not  but  be- 
liev«  there  had  been  some  consultation.  I  repeat 
the  statement  that  I  conferred  with  no  member. 
Knowing  it  was  a  grave  responsibility  to  assume 
I  proposed  to  take  it  alone.  The  only  member  of 
this  House  to  whom  I  stated  my  intention  was 
the  gentleman  who  now  occupies  the  chair  as 
Speakerp)-o(e))ipo7-eaXMr.  Rollins,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire,] who  was  notified  but  five  minutes  before 
twelve  o'clock  that  day  that  I  intended  to  occupy 
the  floor.  Not  even  the  gentleman  from  Iowa, 
[Mr.  Grinnell,]  who  moved  that  day  to  dispense 
with  the  reading  of  the  Journal,  which  has  been 
regarded  on  the  other  side  as  part  of  the  arrange- 
ment, knew  aiiything  about  it;  and  he  will  bear 
witness  to  it. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.     I  knew'nothing  of  it. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  But  I  did  consult  with  one 
life-long  friend,  and^after  telling  him  my  purpose 
he  said,  "  Do  you  not  know  you  will  make  your- 
self the  target  of  attack?"  I  told  him,  yes.  I 
had  counted  the  cost,  and  was  willing  to  be  made 
the  target  of  attack  for  the  sake  of  my  country 
and  for  the  sake  of  the  thousands  of  my  constit- 
uents who  have  gone  into  the  terrible  arena  of 
struggle  on  the  battle-field,  and  who  now  them- 
selves are  the  target  of  attack  for  the  sake  of  the 
country  they  love.  I  would  have  done  it  had  I 
lost  thereby  the  honorable  privilege  of  occupying 
that  chair  to  which  your  partiality  elevated  me, 
or  if  it  had  driven  me  into  private  life,  because  it 
was  my  duty  to  do  it.  «■  ' 

On  Saturday  morning,  after  the  reading  of  the 
Journal  was  dispensed  with,  I  rested  a  moment, 
as  may  be  remembered,  and  it  was  to  see  if  any 
other  member  would  offer  the  resolution — for  I 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  it  come  from 
the  other  side  of  the  House — but  as  none  did,  I 
took  my  place  upon  the  floor  as  a  rnember  and 
offered  it. 

I  desire  before  proceeding  to  analyze  this  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  which  its  exact 
language  shall  be  quoted,  to  review  rapidly  a  few 
personal  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  gentle- 
men upon  the  other  side  of  the  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  from  the  Columbus 
district,  [Mr.  Cox,]  was  pleased  to  speak — al- 
though he  bore  testimony  to  my  fairness — of  my 
"  condescending"to  come  down  from  that  chair 
to  offer  this  resolution.  But  there  is  an  illustrious 
example  in  one  whose  shoe-latchet  I  may  not  be 
worthy  to  unloose;  and  who  in  times  gone  by,  in 
timesof  war,  filled  that  seat.  1  allude  to  him,  "  of 
lion  heart  and  eagle  eye,"  whose  name  is  closely 
associated  with  a  largo  part  of  our  past  history, 
and  who  during  our  last  war  with  Great  Britain, 
when  he  represented  the  Lexington  district  of 
Kentucky  and  was  Speaker  of  this  House,  came 
down  from  that  chair,  and  frequently  upon  this 
floor  entered  into  the  debates  of  this  House.  I 
have  looked  at  the  history  of  those  times,  for  I 
desired  to  protect  myself  against  any  charges  of 
departing  from  the  privileges  of  this  body. 

Mr.  MALLORY  rose. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  cannot  yield  unless  my  time 
is  to  be  extended. 

[Cries  of  "Agreed."] 

Mr.  MALLORY.  The  gentleman  I  suppose 
will  not  object  to -my  relating  in  detail  an  event  Jm 
in  the  history  of  ourcouiitry,  when  Mr. Clay,  who  "tjB 
in  J8I2  was  Speaker  of  this  House,  descended 
from  bis  place  as  Speaker  to  the  floor  to  reply  to 
remarks  made  by  Josiah  CLuincy,  of  Massachu- 
setts. 1  wish  to  observe  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  that  those  remarks  were  very  intemperate, 
I  will  not  say  treasonable,  because,  deeming  there 
is    no  treason  in  tiiis   case  at  all,  comparisons 
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could  not  be  instituted  between  the  two,  but  the 
remarks  made  by  Mr.  Gluincy  were  very  objec- 
tionable, and  Mr.  Clay  descended  from  the  chair 
to  reply  to  those  remarks,  but  not  to  move  a  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  My  friend  from  Kentuffty 
is  a  much  abler  and  older  man  than  myself;  but 
he  is  not  quite  as  well  posted  in  the  history  of 
that  Congress  as  I  happen  to  be  at  this  time. 
That  distinguished  man  whose  history  is  the  his- 
tory of  the  nation  came  down  from  the  Speaker's 
chair  during  the  Congress  of  1812-13,  nine  dif- 
ferent times  to  make  speeches,  and  at  the  next 
session  made  six  speeches  more. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Did  he  ever  move  to  expel 
a  member.' 

Mr.  COLFAX.  The  wntleman  will  have  his 
portion  in  due  season,  if  lie  will  allow  me  to  gel 
through  with  my  remarks.  Mr.  Clay  came  down 
from  thcchair  and  made  nine  different  speeches  at 
one  session,  and  six  more  at  the  next;  and  if  the 
gentleman  doubts  it,  let  him  go  to  that  library  and 
he  will  find  it  is  so.  They  were  on  the  side  of 
his  country,  and  in  those  speeches  he  did  not 
hesitate  about  words.  Ho  used  words  which  I 
shall  not  copy  to-day. 

Mr.  DAWES.  If  my  friend  from  Indiana 
proposes  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Mallory]  to  state  what  language  of  the  ven- 
erable Josiah  Q,uincy  he  feels  justified  in  com- 
paring to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Long,]  I  have  nothing  to  say.  But  unless 
he  does  that,  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  characttjf  of 
that  distinguished  gentleman  that  the  member 
from  Kentucky  be  called  upon  to  state  what  lan- 
guage of  Hon.  Josiah  Gluincy,  then  a  Repre- 
sentative upon  this  floor,  justifies  him  in  making 
the  remarks  he  has  made. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Will  my  friend  from  Indi- 
ana yield  to  me  for  a  moment.'' 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  will  just  this  once;  but  am 
anxious  for  my  full  hour.  [Cries  of  "Agreed!" 
on  the  Democratic  side.] 

Mr.  MALLORY.  1  do  not  recollect  the  pre- 
cise words  used  by  Mr.  Josiah  Gluincy  to  which 
Mr.  Clay  took  exception. 

Mr.  COLFAX.    Please  be  brief. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  answer  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
in  my  own  way,  1  will  do  so.  If  not,  I  must  de- 
cline to  do  so  at  all. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  only  asked  the  gentleman 
to  be  brief,  but  1  take  back  the  remark. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  spoke  from  my  general 
recollection  of  Mr.  Gluincy's  speeches.  I  re- 
member that  in  the  specific  speech  to  which  Mr. 
Clay  replied,  ho  denounced  the  war  then  being 
waged  by  this  country  against  Great  Britain  as 
causeless,  as  being  hostile,  to  the  interests  of 
Massachusetts,  and  as  a  war  to  which  he  and 
his  people  were  opposed.  That  is  my  general 
recollection  of  the  language  to  which  I  refer.  I 
will  not  quote  any  newspaper  excerpts  from  his 
speeches,  but  rely  upon  the  statement  I  have  made 
as  to  the  general  tenor  of  the  remarks  indulged 
in  by  himself  and  by  other  members  from  Massa- 
chusetts during  that  memorable  discussion. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  desire  to  mingle  in 
this  debate  at  all,  nor  to  consume  the  time  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  but  it  is  due  to  one  of  the 
purest,  most  venerable,  and  most  esteemed  patri- 
ots in  this  land  that  he  should  be  vindicated  from 
any  such  innuendo  or  covert  attack  as  has  been 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  I  know 
that  lie  was  opposed  to  that  war,  but  that  he  was 
a  lover  of  his  country  and  a  true  patriotis  as  true 
as  that  the  sun  shines. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Now,  sir,  I  shall  not  get  Ken- 
tucky and  Massachusetts  into  collision  again. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  The  gentleman  cannot  get 
Kentucky  and  Massachusetts  into  collision. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  1  am  very  glad  to  hear  it.  I 
meant  the  memljers  from  those  States. 

I  have  said  that  Mr.  Clay  came  down  from  the 
Speaker'.s  chair,  and  made  nine  speeches  in  the 
first  session  of  the  Twelfth  Congress,  and  used 
most  distinct  and  emphatic  and  partisan  language, 
too;  and,  during  the  second  session  of  that  Con- 
gress, he  followed  that  up  by  coming  down  upon 
the  floor,  as  the  Representative  of  his  district,  and 
making  six  speeches  more.  That  was  the  time 
when  he  had  the  debate  witli  Mr.  Gluincy,  to 
which  reference  has  been  made.  But  if  Mr. 
duincy  had  said — as  he  did  not  say — tliathe  was 


willing  to  surrender  the  territorial  integrity  of  this 
country;  nay,  more,  if  he  had  said,  as  did  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  he  was  willing  to  allow 
a  foreign  Government  to  be  planted  upo'n  our  own 
soil  by  traitors,  building  their  traitorous  fabric 
upon  the  oaths  they  had  forsworn,  the  impetuous 
old  chieftain  ofKentucky  would  undoubteuly  have 
inoved  his  expulsion  on  the  spot,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Congress  would  have  acceded  to  his 
motion. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  across  the  way 
— it  is  not  parliamentary  to  call  members  by  name, 
but  I  allude  to  the  gentleman  who  was  once  the 
mayorof  New  York  city  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood] 
— alluded  to  my  "  having  descended  to  this  glad- 
iatorial arena  as  a  partisan."  The  gentleman  did 
not  know  the  place  to  which  he  was  commis- 
sioned. This  is  now  no  "gladiatorial  arena."  It 
may  have.been  so  in  former  times,  when  men  with 
weapons  in  their  hands  sought  to  prevent  others 
from  expressing  their  sentiments.  That  day  has 
passed  away.  This  is  the  Hall  where  assemble 
the  Representatives  of  the  various  States  of  this 
Union,  but  not  as  gladiators.  They  assemble  here 
as  gentlemen,  as  public  men,  as  statesmen,  to 
guard  faithfully  the  interests  of  their  country 
which  are  committed  to  their  charge,  and  to  which 
they  are  solemnly  sworn  before ^hey  enter  upon 
their  duties.  I  did  not  suppose  that  that  gentle- 
man would  indorse  my  resolution.  He  will  not 
think  it  unkind  of  me  for  quoting  from  a  speech 
made  by  him  last  autumn  at  Bergen,  New  Jersey. 
In  that  speech  he  said: 

"  There  is  no  such  thing  as  rebellion  under  the  institu- 
lioiis  upon  which  theGoverurneiitoftliiscouiitryisfouiided. 
Suppose  New  York  chose  to  sec('de,  who  dare  attempt  to 
prevent  her.'  Virginia  lias  the  same  riglit  as  New  York." 
*  *  *  *  "  It  is  the  duty  of  the  people  now  to 
refuse  to  give  another  man  or  another  dollar  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  the  war." 

"Suppose,"  said  the  gentleman,  "that  New 
York  chose  to  secede,  who  dare  attempt  to  pre- 
vent her?" 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.    Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  will  yield  if  the  gentleman 
will  say  that  that  is  a  mistake;  but  cannot  yield 
for  him  to  argue  it. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  desire  to  say 
that  it  is  not  only  a  mistake,  but  that  there  is  not 
the  slightest  foundation  for  the  statement  attrib- 
uted to  me  by  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  read  it  in  the  New  York 
Herald,  which  I  supposed  was  good  autho^^y; 
and  find  it  copied  in  Harper's  Weekly  lately. 
However,  I  take  the  gentleman's  word  for  it,  as 
I  always  take  the  word  of  members  here.  He 
says  his  speech  was  incorrectly  reported.  Let  it 
pass. 

My  colleague  from  the  Terre  Haute  district 
[Mr.  VooRHEEs]  also  paid  his  respects  to  me. 
He  declared  himself  in  favor  of  unlimited  freedom 
of  speech.  It  was  a  pretty  broad  assertion.  If 
a  man  should  rise  in  his  place  here  and  counsel 
the  assassination  of  the  President,  would  my  col- 
league stand  by  his  doctrine  of  unlimited  freedom 
of  speech.'  I  sincerely  trust  he  would  not.  And 
yet  the  inference  and  teachings  of  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  were  not  only  to  en- 
courage the  assassination  of  the  Republic,  but 
to  encourage  the  rebels  to  continue  their  assas- 
sination of  the  soldiers  of  the  Republic  also.  My 
colleague  quoted  the  inculcations  of  the  Saviour. 
To  them  I  have  always  bowed  with  respect  and 
as  authority.  But  when  we  turn  to  the  sacred 
record  and  look  for  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  my 
colleague,  that  unlimited  freedom  of  speech  is 
divineand  God-given,  we  find  theSaviour himself 
limiting  free  speech, prohibiting  and  condemning, 
profanity  as  contrary  to  His  law.  My  colleague 
had  something  to  say  also  about  the  Helper  book. 
That  is  an  old  story,  dug  up  from  the  relics  of 
the  past.  I  was  asked  if  I  would  give  my  name 
to  recommend  a  book  contrasting  the  industrial 
results  of  the  North  and  the  South,  and  I  said  yes. 
That  is  the  whole  of  it.  Among  the  supposed 
extracts  read  from  the  book  in  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign in  Indiana,  years  ago,  I  found  some  which 
on  (.'xamination  proved  to  Hse  forgeries,  and  my 
con.stituents  reelected  me,  after  all  the  charges, 
by  over  three  thou.sand  majority;  so  that  that 
charge  is  barred  out  by  the  statute  of  limitations. 
Let  it  go. 

Tlie  gentleman  from  New  York,  from  the  Utica 
district,  [Mr.  Kernan,]  to  whom  we  always 
listen  with  interest,  also  criticised  me.     He  said 


"the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  not 
made  in  the  presence  of  theenemy."  I  replied 
that  it  was,  in  the  presence  of  both  armies.  Nay, 
more,  it  was  made  in  the  presence  of  the  on-look- 
ing world,  for  it  was  not  only  published  in  the  Con- 
gressional Globe,  but  an  abstract  of  its  most  im- 
portant points  went  on  the  wires  all  over  the  land. 
Nay,  more,  it  has  been  borne  through  the  lines  of 
the  enemy  into  the  rel:)cl  camp,  where,  before 
now,  it  has  given  joy  and  exultation  to  "  the  ban- 
ditti of  man-stealers  in  Richmond."  Ithasgone 
forth  to  strengthen  the  rebels  in  their  work  and  to 
make  them  feel  they  are  right. 

It  is  contended  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Kernan]  that  the  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  does  not  encourage  sedition. 
Yes,  sir,  it  does.  The  riots  in  New  York  city, 
in  Illinois, and  in  other  parts  of  the  country  have 
been  encouraged  by  just  such  inculcations  as  these, 
and  unrebuked  it  would  sow  the  seeds  of  more.  I 
do  not  say  that  that  result  was  intended,  for  wo 
cannot  look  into  the  heart  of  any  one;  but  there 
is  the  speech;  itspeaks  for  itself.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  also  says  that  a  member  (and  I 
took  down  his  words  as  they  fell  from  his  lips) 
"  has  the  right,  if  in  favor  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  to  express  it  here;  and  if  we  expel  him  for 
it  we  would  violate  free  discussion."  I  deny  that 
po.sition.  To  advocate  the  triumph  of  the  rebel- 
lion and  the  destruction  of  the  Union  is  in  defiance 
of  the  oath  we  have  all  taken.  And  to  all  this 
talk  about  Mr.  Conway  let  it  be  remembered  in 
reply  that  he  was  not  then  under  the  obligation 
of  the  new  oath  prescribed  by  the  last  Congress 
to  forbid  any  such  infidelity  to  our  trust;  and,  as 
we  all  know,  this  is  the  first  Congress  in  which 
members  have  been  underthe  weighty  obligations 
of  this  oath,  so  wide  and  broad  in  its  scope  and 
so  stringent  in  its  patriotic  requirements.  The 
oath  declares — 

"That  I  have  voluntarily  given  no  aid,  countenance, 
counsel,  nor  encouragement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed 
hostility  to  the  Unite<l  States;  that  I  have  not  yielded  a 
voluntary  support  to  any  pretended  government,  authority, 
power,  or  constitution  within  the  United  States  hostile  or 
inimical  thereto." 

And  this  is  plainly  a  continuing  oath,  binding 
on  us  every  day  we  sit  liere;  so  that  if  we  violate 
it  to-day  we  ought  not  to  sit  here,  under  that  oath, 
to-morrow.  Now  comes  the  part  of  the  oath 
which  looks  to  what  we  shall  do  in  the  future: 

"That  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability  I  will 
support  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies,  foreign  and  domestic;  that  I  will  beat 
true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  same,"  &c. 

I  deny  that  a  man  who  is  in  favor  of  a  disso- 
lution of  the  Union  can  rightfully  sit  here  under 
that  oath.  He  does  not  bear  true  allegiance  to 
the  Government  against  all  enemies,  foreign  and 
domestic,  if  lie  declares  in  favor  of  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  gratifying  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Rogers]  speak  of 
his  devotion  to  the  right  of  free  soeech.  It  is 
good  to  hear  that  his  party  is  to  be  hereafter  in 
favor  of  free  speech.  I  pass  over  all  the  sad  rec- 
ord of  the  past.  Can  we  forget  the  virtual  ex- 
pulsion of  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
Joshua  R.  Giddings,  from  these  Halls  for  offering 
resolutions  expressing  his  opinion  as  to  whether 
American  slavery  did  or  did  not  exist  in  Ameri- 
can ships  on  the  high  seas  outside  of  our  State  or 
national  limitsi'  Thatwasall.  He  was  censured 
for  this  expression  by  a  vote  of  the  House,  but 
he  felt  that  he  was  virtually  expelled,  and  he  re- 
signed. Tliat  was  done  under  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Can  we  forget  the  bludgeoning  of  the  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
Sumner,  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  because 
he  stood  up  there,  and  in  debate  spolce  freely  his 
opinions.'  Can  we  forget  the  Democratic  votes 
in  this  Hall  against  expelling  or  censuring  the 
members  who  had  inflicted  this  barbarity  upon 
him?  Henceforth  we  are  told  we  are  to  have  a 
dilTerent  creed  in  the  Democratic  party.  Let  us 
all  hope  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  will  not  con- 
fine their  new  doctrine  of  free  speech  to  those  who 
shall  speak  in  favor  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
only,  which  seems  just  now  exclusively  the  case. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  yield 
to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  cannot  now,  for  lack  of 
time. 

Mr.  ROGERS  again  rose,  and  was  prevented 
from  speaking  by  calls  to  "Order." 
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Mr.  COLFAX.     I  come  next  lo  the  gentleman 

.from  ilie  Cincinnati  district,  [Air.  Pendleton,] 

wlio  ."spoku  .so  eloquently,  as  lie  always  docs,  nnd 

I  Ijclieve  without  ail  unkind  remark  to  myself — 

at  least  I  lieard  none. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question.  [Criesof"  Order!"  "  Order !"  from  the 
Republican  side  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  would  rather  yield.  But  per- 
haps I  can  anticipate  the  gentleman's  question. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  Was  Mr,  Giddings  censured 
or  expLlU'd  ? 

Mr.  COLFAX.  He  was  severely  censured, 
which  he  regarded,  however,  as  a  virtual  expul- 
sion, Ijy  a  vote  of  129  to  65,  about  a  two-thirds 
vole,  and  he  resigned. 

Tiic  senilemnn  from  Ohio  read  from  the  New 
York  Times.  I  am  elad  that  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  regard  it  as  good  authority  to  cite  here, 
and  hope  they  will  regard  it  as  such  on  all  other 
questions,  as  its  editorials  now  find  such  favor  in 
their  eyes.  It  spoke  of  the  attemTpt  to  expel  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  as  "a  disgrace  and  an  o«t- 
rage."  1  say  to  that  paper  and  to  this  House, 
that  if  my  course  is  a  disgrace,  you  can  fix  the 
brand  on  my  forehead  and  I  will  wear  it  through 
life,  nor  do  I  want  any  prouder  epitaph  on  my 
ton)bstone  than  that  I  dared  fearlessly  to  stand  up 
here  and  do  my  duty  according  to  my  convictions. 
[Great  applause.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  i  desire  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  forbidding  applause  should  be  obeyed. 
GiMitlemen  on  the  other  side  have  been  dis- 
pleased with  the  galleries  during  the  past  few 
diiys.  We  have  sat  here,  sir,  when  those  gal- 
leries glowered  with  hate  in  their  eyes  upon  those 
who  spoke  for  freedom,  and  applauded  to  the  echo 
those  who  spoke  for  slavery,  and  never  were  they 
cleared  but  once,  to  my  knowledge.  It  is  un- 
seemly in  this  House  for  the  galleries  to  indulge 
in  applause  or  censure  of  what  occurs  upon  the 
floor;  and  I  would  rather  have  the  "  God  bless 
you"  of  some  poor  soldier's  widow  who  had  seen 
in  her  desolate  home  that  I  stood  up  for  the  cause 
for  wliich  her  husband  foil,  or  the  "  God  bless 
you"  of  the  soldier  on  his  dangerous  picket  duty 
in  front  of  our  Army,  guarding  the  sleeping  host 
with  hisown  life,  than  the  applause  of  these  gal- 
leries, crowded  as  they  are  with  talent,  heroism, 
and  beauty. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  as  well  as  the  New 
York  I'imes,  compared  the  speech  under  review 
with  that  of  Chatham's,  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, when  he  opposed  the  war  against  the  Amer- 
ican colonies.  When  he  used  the  language  which 
has  been  quoted  here,  what  was  the  war  in' 
which  Great  Britain  was  engaged.'  The  prov- 
inces tipon  this  continent  were  then  outlying  and 
distant  colonies  of  Groat  Britain;  they  were  not 
integral  parts  of  the  British  empire.  Indeed, 
they  went  to  war  with  the  mother  country  at  first 
because  they  were  not^  because  they  were  taxed 
without  representation.  The  man  who  had  risen 
in  the  Briti-sh  Parliament  and  advocated  the  rec- 
ognition of  Canada  during  the  "Peitriot  war," 
or  the  recognition  of  India  duritig  the  Sepoy  in- 
surrection, would  not,  I  grant  you,  have  been 
subject  to  a  ri-sr)lution  of  eX|)ulsion.  The  cases 
are  not  parallel  with  the  one  before  us  to-day. 
Let  me  [nesent  a  parallel  one.  Suppose  an  un- 
|)rovokcd  and  wicked  insurrection  should  break 
out  in  the  southern  counties  of  England,  upon 
the  very  .shores  of  the  British  Channel;  suppose 
the  people  of  those  counties  liad  gathered  armies 
lo  make  war  upmi  the  nation;  suppose  they  had 
taken  possession  of  that  sea-coast  nnd  had  put 
out  the  eyes  of  ctnnmerce,  thelight-houses  there; 
su|)pose  that  in.surrociion  claimed  the  whole  of 
the  country  from  the  Channel  to  (he  Thames, 
seeking  to  nu\ke  that  river  the  boundary  of  a  new 
and  ho.siile  nation,  as  it  was  formerly,  before  the 
time  of  Alfred,  and  again  in  the  seventh  century, 
a  boundary  of  one  of  the  former  subdivisions 
of  thf  Brin.-jh  isle;  and  then  sujipose  that  u  muti 
liad  risen  in  the  British  Parliament,  with  its  win- 
dows looking  out  u])on  the  region  thus  claimed, 
andadvocalid  the  rerognition  of  the  nationality 
nnd  inilepundence  of  that  insurrection:  I  ask  you 
how  lor.g  such  a  man  would  have  been  uIIowimI 
(o^remain  in  Parliament.' 

Tile  gentleman  also  says  that  "  when  our  Con- 
fililution  i.'j  ijeud.our  liberties  arc  gone."  His 
colleague  says  llic  Constitution  is  dead  now. 
riicn  if  you  believe  him,  our  liberties  arc  gone 


now.  But  the  gentleman  says  that  we  propose 
lo  expel  his  colleague  from  Ohio  for  words  spoken 
in  debate,  and  he  talks  about  the  freedom  of 
speech.  Sir,  the  reason  for  th.is  expulsion  is  that 
those  words  show  a  complicity  with  this  conspir- 
acy and  a  willingness  that  it  shall  triumph.  Our 
oaths  require  us  to  maintain  our  Government. 
How  can  one  legislate  for  its  maintenance  when 
he  declares  that  it  cannot  be  maintained,  and  that 
it  is  dead  already.' 

My  colleague  from  the  Madison  district  [Mr. 
Harrington]  talked  of  my  appearing  here  as  a 
prosecutor.  I  think  when  I  have  agreed  to  allow 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  have  tlie  last  word, 
when  the  rules  allow  me  to  close  the  debate,  and 
have  done  it  willingly  and  not  at  the  suggestion 
of  any  gentleman,  1  might  have  been  spared  that 
taunt. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Rollins]  on  Tuesday  evening  gave  me  some  in- 
structions. I  thank  him  for  them.  1  receive 
with  all  proper  deference  instructions  from  any 
gentleman  who  sees  fit  to  constitute  himself  my 
schoolmaster.  I  know  right  well  that  1  have 
much  to  learn,  for  every  year  we  live  we  find  that 
there  is  much  to  learn.  After  informing  me  what 
ought  and  what  ought  not  to  be  done,  he  said: 

"If  the  cause  of  the  country  can  be  shaken  by  any  such 
speeeli  as  the  OMoSftlie  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,] 
it  ought  to  be  shaken." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  analyze  that  sentence 
and  think  overitand  modify  it  before  his  printed 
speech  goes  to  the  country.  For  no  reason  ought 
the  cause  of  the  country  to  be  shaken.  He  went 
on  to  say  that  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  a  most  indiscreet,  injudicious,  and  un- 
patriotic speexjh  under  the  circumstances,  but  that 
he  would  not  ex[)el  or  censure  him  for  it.  Of 
course  he  would  not.  Although  he  heard  the  un- 
patriotic remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Harris]  he  voted  against  expelling 
him,  and  when  the  question  came  up  on  censuring 
that  gentleman  the  vote  of  the  member  from  Mis- 
souri was  not  found  recorded  either  in  the  nflirm- 
ative  or  negative.  Of  course,  then,  he  would  not 
vote  either  to  expel  or  to  censure  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio. 

?Ie  said,  furthermore,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  had  only  followed  the  lead  of'Vallandigham. 
I  have  a  witness  upon  that  subject,  the  gentleman 
from  the  Columbus  district  of  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cox.] 
"V^^have  been  asked  why  did  we  not  move  to  ex- 
pfflW^'allandigham.'  I  answer,  in  the  language  of 
the  gentleman  from  the  Columbus  district,  in  that 
part  of  his  Saturday's  speech  referring  to  Mr. 
Vallandigham: 

"But  (  will  say  this  for  him,  that  nowhere,  here  nr  at 
home,  did  he  ever  utter  a  sentiment  or  do  an  act  looking  to 
the  recognition  of  the  southern  confederacy.  He  said  in 
his  place  in  this  House,  a-iain  and  again,  and  quoted  Mr. 
Calhoun's  opinions  on  the  Mexican  war  in  his  justification, 
that  he  would  not  oppose  the  voting  of  men  and  money  to 
carry  on  this  war,  the  responsibility  for  which  he  did  not 
oovef  nor  bear,  lint,  sir,  he  never  would  consent  lo  a  peace 
based  upon  recognition." 

He  insists,  you  see,  that  Mr.  Vallandigham 
never  advocated  the  recognition  of  the  rebel  na- 
tionality, which  his  present  colleague  so  boldly 
avows. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri,  rose. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  R(;ally  I  cannotspare  the  lime, 
unless  the  gentleman  says  he  has  been  misstated. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  Missouri.  1  desire,  with 
the  permission  of  the  gentleman,  to  say,  in  ex- 
planation of  the  sentence  which  he  has  quoted 
from  my  remarks  the  other  evening,  that  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  expressions  of  any  man  or  that 
any  speech  from  any  individual  in  this  House, 
Jiowever  powerful  he  may  be  intellectually,  can 
shake,  for  one  moment,  the  strength  and  perma- 
nency of  this  Union. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  understand  the  gentleman's 
view;  he  stated  it  at  some  length  the  other  even- 
ing. I  insist  that  ihe  uncondemned  advocacy 
here  of  such  views  as  thoac  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  weakens,  to  ihat  extent,  the  nation's 
sacred  cause. 

'I'lie  gentleman  from  lIlinoiM  [Mr.  J.  C.  Allen] 
also  spoke  on  this  subject,  and  here  are  his  words. 
lie  said: 

"  Suppose  his  words  do  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
i.ncmy?  Arc  wc  to  exclude  him  lor  his  rights.'  Itwould 
be  in  conlompi  ol'onr  rnlos  and  of  the  Con.-iitution." 

Why,  sir,  what  a  doctrine  ia  that!  That  if  a 
gentleman's  word.s  do  give  aid  and  cotnforl  to  our 
enemies,  wc  cannot,  according  to  ouv,  rules  or 


under  the  Constitution,  do  anything  with  ihcm. 
Sir,  alter  the  utterance  of  that  sentence  early  in 
the  debate,  it  must  excite  no  wonder  to  see  gen- 
tlemen opposite  with  shields  locked  over  and 
around  the  member  from  Ohio  to  protect  him 
t\9H  to  say  that  he  shall  have  the  privilege  of  ad- 
vocating the  recognition  of  treason  on  this  floor; 
that  he  shall  have  the  privilege  of  paralyzing  the 
energies  of  our  soldiers  in  the  field,  by  telling 
them  that  their  Government  and  Constitution  is 
dead;  that  he  shall  have  the  privilege  of  nerving 
to  new  struggles  and  to  new  energies  the  traitorous 
armies  of  the  confederacy,  which  our  own  gallant 
troops  have  been  pressing  closer  and  closer,  both 
upon  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and  upon  the  Gulf. 
What  support  to  our  imperiled  country  is  this! 
Ah  !  sir,  what  words  of  encouragement  are  these 
to  go  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  which  in  a 
few  days  is  to  inool  the  enemies.of  the  Republic 
in,  perhaps,  the  Waterloo  of  this  great  contest. 
If  we  permit  this,  then  lift  your  blockade,  be- 
cause you  are  sending  to  the  rebel  camps  what 
will  do  more  to  strengthen  them  than  the  mu- 
nitions of  war,  which  by  that  blockade  you  seek 
to  exclude. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  hasten  on,  lest  my  lime 
should  expire,  unless  indeed  the  House  will  ex- 
tend my  time,  as  they  have  promised,  lo  the  length 
of  the  interruptions  to  which  1  have  submitted. 

Mr.  COX.  I  object  lo  the  gentleman's  lime 
being  extended,  unless  I  am  allowed  to  make  a 
personal  correction. 

]\Jr.  COLFAX.  I  am  surprised  that  the  ob- 
jection should  come 'from  that  side  of  the  House 
after  yielding  to  it  over  ten  minutes  of  my  time 
already  on  that  express  understanding,  and  con- 
ceded to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  the  close  after 
me. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  refused  to  yield  to 
me  after  he  had  given  way  to  others. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  1  v/as  willing  then  and  am 
now  lo  yield  to  ihe  gentleman,  and  hope  all  ob- 
jection will  be  withdrawn  upon  this  side  o(  the 
House. 

Mr.  CRESWELL.  No, sir;  I  objected  at  the 
time,  and  I  object  now. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  come  now  to  the  speech  of 
the  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  itself,  and 
am  going  to  do  it  justice,  quoting  its  very  words 
as  1  comtnent  on  it.  1  pass  over  his  allusion  to 
ihei*«-esidcni's"  coming  through  Baltimore  under 
cover  of  night,  disguised  in  a  plaid  cloak  and 
Scotch  cap,  lest,  as  was  feared  by  his  friends,  he 
might  have  received  a  warmer  greeting  than  would 
have  been  agreeable  at  the  hands  of  the  constitu- 
ents of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Da- 
vis.]" He  ought  to  have  said  "at  the  hands 
of  the  enemies"  of  my  friend.  And  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  when  he  alluded  to  that  he  could  not 
have  at  lease,  rebuked,  even  faintly,  that  plot  which 
was  the  cause  of  the  Chief  Magistrate's  coming 
through  Baltimore  in  that  way.  But  the  genlle- 
man  is  entitled  to  choose  his  own  words. 

He  then  goes  on  to  speak  of  the  opening  of  this 
war,  and  says,  after  llie  inauguration: 

"A  secret  meeting  oflhc  Governors  of  a  number  of  States 
was  soon  after  held  in  this  city.  A  sclicnie  was  devised 
and  a  vessel  .sent  out,  under  pretense  of  furnishing  provis- 
ions to  the  troops  with  Majcn-  Anderson  in  I'ort  Sninlcr. 
On  arriving  in  ("harlrslon  harbor  Ihe  people  of  lhat  city 
fired  upon  the  fort.  The  tclegrapli  bore  the  news  to  this 
oity,  and  on  its  first  mention  to  the  President  he  exclaimed, 
'  ihncw  they  would  do  it;'  which  lo  my  ntimi  is  conclusive 
Ibnlitwasinlendedexprcsslyjor  that  jnirpoiie."  *  *  * 
'•Thus,  sir,  teas  the  war  inaugurated." 

Sir,ittsscarcely  necessary  to  vindicate  the  truth 
of  history,  except  lo  sny  lhat  every  one  knows 
that  i  t  was  in  January,  18C1,  two  months  before  the 
inauguration  of  iMr.  Lincoln,  that  the  provision 
vessel  intended  to  supply  our  troops  in  Fort  Sum- 
ter, the  Star  of  the  West,  was  fired  tipon  by  the 
batteries  on  Morris  island  in  Charleston  harbor. 
Nay,  more  than  that,  we  all  know  that  when, after 
that  lime,  Mr.  Lincoln  stood  upon  the  steps  of 
this  Capitol  lo  lake  the  oath  which  made  him  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  nation,  although  on  the 
18th  of  February  Jeff.  Davis  liad  declared  at 
Montgomery  llsat  the  day  of  compromise  was 
passed,  and  that  now  the  North  must  smell  .south- 
ern gunpowder  and  feel  southern  steel,  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, with  a  kindn(>sg  of  heart  which  did  honor 
to  him,  said  in  reply,  "There  shall  be  no  blood 
shed  uiiles.s  you  yourselves  commence  it."  He 
said  it  ill  the  hope  that  their  fell  |>ur|iose  niislit 
be  ,vel  aside  and   lhat  our  country  might  not  be 
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compelled  to  drink  the  bloody  dregs  of  the  cup  of 
chil  war.  But,  sir,  thirsting  for  blood,  and  at  a 
time  when  they  could  liave  obtained  possession 
of  Fort  Sumter  in  two  days  by  the  exhaustion 
of  the  supplies  of  Its  beleaguered  garrison,  they 
opened  their  batteries  on  that  fort — guns  forged 
under  the  flowing  folds  of  the  starsand  stripes, 
and  trained  by  men  who  had  received  their  educa- 
tion at  the  nation's  expense  at  West  Point — guns 
aimed  at  the  very  lieartof  the  American  Republic. 
And  not  even  then  was  war  declared  on  our  side. 
But  vvhen  the  telegraph  brought  us  the  rejoicing 
speech  of  the  rebel  secretary  of  war,  Walker,  in 
which  he  declared  that  the  next  month  would  find 
their  aimies  in  this  capital,  and  that  by  May  they 
would  dictate  peace  to  us  in  "  Independence  Hall 
at  Philadelphia,"  then,  and  not  till  then,  did  Mr. 
Lincoln  lay  aside  the  olive-branch  of  peace  and 
appeal  to  the  people  to  draw  the  sword  of  war, 
and  to  save  the  country  which  they  had  committed 
to  his  charge.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  were  sol- 
diers called  for  to  resist  tlie  triumphal  march  of 
the  rebel  army  already  in  the  field,  and  armed 
with  the  nation's  guns  sent  to  them  by  Floyd. 

But,  sir,  that  is  not  the  history  of  the  opening 
of  the  war  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  gives. 
On  the  contrary,  in  this  paragraph  he  seeks  to  re- 
lieve the  assassins  of  his  country  from  the  dam- 
ning guilt  of  havingplunged  this  country  into  t4ie 
horrors  of  civil  war.  That  cause,  abhorred  of 
man  as  it  will  be  in  the  future,  abhorred  of  God 
as  1  believe  it  now  is,  that  rebel  cause,  steeped  in 
shameand  scarred  with  crime,  floating  aflag  black 
with  .treason  and  red  with  blood,  the  most  wicked 
cause  that  ever  outraged  the  justice  of  God  or 
stained  the  annals  of  men,  has  had  no  such  vin- 
dication before  as  it  has  now  in  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio. 

But  lie  goes  on  and  says,  speaking  of  these  trai- 
tors in  arms: 

"Anil  now,  sir,  vvitli  such  n  prospect  before  lliem  as  the 
RCijuol  of  submission,  outlawry,  disfraricl)isement,  social,, 
moral.. 'ind  political  (legradatioii,penury  for  themselves  and 
tlieir  children,  decreed  as  tlieir  portion,  wil I  tliey  throw  down 
their  arms  and  submit  to  the  terms.'  Who  shall  believe  that 
the  free,  proud  American  blood,  which  courses  with  as 
quick  pulsation  through  their  veins  as  our  own,  will  not  he 
spilled  to  the  last  drop  in  resislanccl" 

Wl>y  not  send  them  an  appeal  to  come  back  to 
their  allegiance  which  they  have  forfeited  and  for- 
swoi'n?  No,  sir,  that  is  not  the  appeal  which 
comes  from  these  walls  to  rebels  in  arms.  On  the 
contrary  this  member  says  for  them,  as  if  the 
wish  was  father  to  the  thought,  that  they  will 
spill  the  last  drop  of  their  blood  in  resistance! 

What  does  that  mean?  It  means  that  when 
they  appear  in  arms  against  the  soldiers  of  the 
Union  they  are  to  be  justified  and  encouraged  by 
such  arguments  in  spilling  tlieirlast  drop  of  blood; 
and  that  means  the  murdering  of  your  brothers, 
your  fathers,  and  your  sons  in  the  field,  who  are 
faithful  to  the  allegiance  which  these  traitors  in 
arms  have  repudiated. 

Let  me  quoteagain  from  thegentleman.  In  the 
same  column  he  says: 

"  Can  the  Vnion  be  restored  by  war  1  I  answer  most  im- 
he.' ii;:  I  ingly  and  deliberately,  No,  never;  '  war  is  final,  eter- 
ncil  scpa-'  ation.'  -  My  first  and  lii<,'hest  ground  of  opposition 
to  its  lunirr  proseciitiou  is,  that  it  is  wrong;  it  is  in  viola- 
lion  of  the  C-v.<h7ut!0)!,and  of  the  fundamental  principles 
on  vviiicli  llie  Federal  Union  was  founded." 

Mr.  Speaker,  that  declaration  that  the  war  to 
save  the  nation's  life  is  "in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution," is  the'very  echo  of  the  language  of 
Jefl^erson  Davis  himself. 

The  gentleman  goes  on  further;  he  refers  to  the 
views  expressed  by  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens.]  That  gen- 
tleman came  here  from  his  sick-bed  to  repudiate, 
with  indignant  eloquence  and  emphasis,  the  idea 
tliat  he  had  given  his  adherence  to  any  such  views; 
that,  on  the  contrary,  he  claimed  that  we  had  the 
double  right  to  waron  them,  as  foreign  enemies,  as 
they  claim  they  are,  and  as  domestic  traitors  also. 

Siill  more  of  the  very  language  of  Jeff.  Davis 
is  found  in  the  following  extract  from  the  gentle- 
man's .speechi 

"  Tlnct!  years' experience  in  attempting  'liy  numerical 
preponder.inco  and  military  prowess  of  one  section  exerted 
to  coerce  the  other  into  submission'  lias  convinced  me 
more  thoroughly  tliat  it  is  'as  self-contradictory  as  it  is 
dangerous  ;'  cotUradiclorji,  because  it  violates  the  rrcol  prin- 
ciples 0/' free  government  which  'derive  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed,'  and  dangerous  because 
by  its  exercise,  especially  when  wielded  by  a  W(^ak,  vacil- 
lating, and  unscrupulous  man,  it  destroys  insleadof  main- 
tciitiiiig  the  Union." 

Then,  if  we  ni'e  "  violniing  the  great  principles 


of  free  government,"  the  rebels  are  rigJit  and  we 
are  wrong,  our  soldiers  njust  be  murderei's,  and 
we  a  conclave  of  tyrants  when  we  vote  money 
to  keep  them  in  the  field.  And  if  \  believed  as 
does  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  I  would  not  sit 
here  with  such  associates  a  moment  longer. 

The  gentleman  warms  with  his  theme  as  he 
progresses,  and  says: 

"  If  the  time'ever  was  when  the  Union  could  have  been  re- 
stored by  war  (which  I  do  not  believe)  it  has  long  since  been 
rfispcHed  by  emancipation,  confiscation,  amnesty,  and  the 
like  proelnmations,  military  orders  annulling  State  consti- 
tutions, setting  aside  State  laws,  obliterating  State  lines, 
and  attempting  to  organize  and  set  up  a  form  of  State  gov- 
ernment in  their  stead  in  which  one  man  out  of  ten  who 
shall  turn  abolitionist,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  to  exe- 
cute and  obey  the  will  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  whatever  it 
may  be,  shall  govern  and  rule  overtlieremaininguine  who 
refuse  to  become  abolitionists." 

I  cannot  stop  to  expose  at  any  length  this  per- 
version of  the  President's  plan,  but  draw  atteia- 
tion  to  this  sentence  in  order  to  show  that  the 
gentleman  declares  here  that  if  ever  the  time  was 
when  the  Union  could  be  restored  by  waror  by  any 
other  means,  that  time  has  passed  on  account  of 
the  emancipation  proclamation,  &c.  It  need  only 
be  said  in  regard  to  the  President's  proclamation, 
that  it  is  not  an  assumption  of  dictatorial  powers, 
but  their  abdication.  It  transfers  the  care  of  the 
State  to  the  ballot-box  of  loyal  citizens  instead  of 
ruling  it  by  the  bayonet,  and  his  plaj;!  should  not 
thus  be  perverted.  Nay,  more,  the  very  oath 
which  the  President  requires  sets  out  that  the 
persons  taking  it  shall  not  be  bound  by  it  if  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  shall  declare 
that  proclamation  unconstitutional. 

What  wrong  is  there  in  that.'  If  that  procla- 
mation is  constitutional  and  in  force,  then  every 
good  citizen  should  give  it  obedience;  and  if  the 
highest  court  of  judicature  shall  declare  it  un- 
constitutional, then  the  oath  will  not  rest  upon 
them  a  single  moment.  But  the  pai-agraph  quoted 
can  only  be  intended  as  an  argument  to  these 
rebels  not  to  return  to  their  allegiance.  Let  us 
corrie  to  the  concluding  part  of  his  speech  where 
he  speaks  of  the  amnesty.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  objections  to  this  speech  do  not  rest  on  a  sin- 
gle paragraph,  like  the  following  resolution  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  in  regard  to 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  HARitis,] 
but  on  the  whole  speech: 

"  Wiiereas  Hon.  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Maryland  has, 
upon  this  day,  used  the  following  language,  to  wit:  'The 
South  ask  you  to  let  lliem  live  in  peace;  but,  no,  you  said 
ycm  would  bring  them  into  subjection.  That  is  not  done 
yet,  and  God  Almigiity  grant  tliat  it  never  may  be.  I  liope 
you  will  never  subjugate  the  South.'  And  whereas  such 
language  is  treasonable  and  a  gross  contempt  of  this  House  : 
Therefore, 

"Beit  resolved,  That  the  said  Benjamin  G.  Harris  be 
expelled  iVom  this  House." 

After  making  a  historical  citation  of  Galileo,  he 
says: 

"So  it  will  be  wilh  the  man  who  is  forced  to  take  the 
amnesty  oath,  to  save  himself,  his  family,  and  his  property  ; 
he  may  take,  il,  but  in  his  heart  he  will  detest  and  despise  the 
authority  that  requires  it." 

Let  the  gentleman  from  Ohiogo  out  toward  the 
front,  and  there  he  will  find  men  lurking  in  am- 
bush for  the  purpose  of  murdering  our  brothers 
who  stand  as  sentinels  against  the  advance  of  the 
enemy.  They  are  men  who  have  taken  the  oath 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  protection  of  the 
Government,  and  obtaining  supplies  sometimes 
for  their  starving  families.  They  are  farmers  in 
daytime  and  guerrillas  at  night.  When  our  troops 
capture  one  of  those  men  and  prepare  to  punish 
him  as  a  skulking  and  foresworn  murderer,  he  can 
present  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
and  say,  "  By  the  counsels  of  a  speech  made  in 
your  Hall  which  you  refused  to  rebuke,  I  wa-s 
told  if  I  was  compelled  to  take  this  oath  in  my 
heart  he  would  expect  me  to  hate  and  despise  the 
authority  which  required  it."  Isthatadvicc  "true 
allegiance  to  the  Government,"  and  "maintain- 
ing and  su])portiiig  it  against  all  enemies,  foreign 
and  domestic.'" 

But  to  go  on.     He  sny.s: 

"  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  do  we  stand  in  the  eyes  ofthe 
civilized  world  today  iii  tvaging  a  war  of  subjugation  and 
conquest  against  the  confederate  States  which  have  seceded 
from  us  and  set  up  a  govcriimeiil  of  their  own  1  Arc  we  not 
inconsistent  with  all  our  former  acts.'  Have  we  not  been 
early  to  admit  this  proper  with  regard  to  otliers.'  There 
never  was  a  people  onthe  faccofthc  earth  that  demanded  an 
independent  government  that  did  not  have  the  sympathy  of 
the  Jlmericun  jicoplc,  and  ought  ivc  now  to  shrink  from  the 
doctrine  we  have  been  so  willing  to  apply  to  others!" 

Sir,  if  that'mcans,  as  it  nnyft,  to  give  "  sympa- 


thy "  to  traiior.tj  in  arms,  I  refuse  for  one  to  send 
them  sympathy  from  this  Hall.  But  through  and 
through,  the  speech  is  filled  with  these  inculca- 
tions. Let  us  go  still  further  down  in  the  column. 
There  is  much  more  which  there  is  not  time  to 
read.  Let  me  ask  your  attention,  however,  to  this 
significant  confession  of  how  long  he  has  enter- 
tained these  views: 

"What  our  people  desired  In  )861,  and  which  T  honored 
though  I  regarded  as  mistaken,  was  the  preservation  of  the 
Government  and  the  retention  of  our  jurisdiction  of  the  whole 
territory." 

From  1861  till  now  he  has  regarded  "  the  preser- 
vation ofthe  Government  and  the  retention  of  our 
jurisdiction  of  the  whole  territory  "  as  a  mistake. 
Why  did  not  the  gentleman  say  so  when,  in  the 
month  of  December,  he  came  here  and  took  an  oath 
that  he  would  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  against  all  enemies,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic' If  lie  regarded  the  preservation  of  tiie 
Government  and  the  Union,  and  its  retention  of 
jurisdiction  over  the  whole  country  aa  an  error, 
then  he  could  not,  it  seems  to  me.  honorably  take 
that  oath,  which  requires  true  faith  and  allegiance 
to  the  whole  Union  and  hostility  to  all  its  ene- 
mies. We  must  pass  rapidly  over  these  things. 
He  goes  on  to  say: 

"The  great  object  of  our  Government  should  be  to  de- 
velop and  cultivate  the  internal  resources  of  those  friendly 
to  its  jurisdiction,  rather  than  to  extend  it  over  hostile  and 
Ibreign  peoples." 

No,  sir;  the  great  object  of  our  Government  is 
to  maintain  to  the  latest  syllable  of  recorded  time 
our  government  over  every  foot  of  land  which 
belongs  to  this  Union,  every  rood  and  iota  of  it. 
It  is  doubly  sacred  now;  sacred  by  the  sufferings 
and  death  of  those  who  established  this  Union; 
sacred  by  the  blood  that  has  flowed  upon  every 
battle-field,  and  by  the  graves  of  our  soldiers  scat- 
tered all  over  the  sunny  South.  Jackson  did  not 
say  in  1832  that  we  must  yield  the  Union  at  the 
demand  of  "  hostile  people,"  but  that  "  the  Union 
must  and  shall  be  preserved." 

He  says  further: 

"The  words '^hiloh,  Antictam,  Gettysburg,  Muifrees- 
boro',  ttichmond,Vicksburg,  aud  FortDonelson  are  words 
of  division  and  disunion." 

Oh,  no,  sir;  they  are  bonds  of  union.  They 
are  battle-fields  we  can  never  surrender.  For 
again,  sir,  our  noble  banner,  not  a  star  dimmed, 
not  a  stripe  erased,  shall  wave  over  every  battle- 
field and  court-house  and  spire  throughout  the 
entire  South,  with  none  to  dare  do  it  despite  or 
dishonor. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  gives  ua  his  counsel 
as  he  draws  toward  a  close,  as  follows: 

"  Mr.  (;;hainnan,  these  lessons  of  history  are  full  of  warn- 
ing and  example.  Much  better  would  it  have  been  for  us 
iu  the  beginning,  much  better  would  it  be  for  us  now,  to  con- 
sent to  a  division  of  our  magnificent  empire  and  cultivate 
amicable  relations  with  our  estranged  brethren,  lh!\n  to  seek 
to  hold  them  to  us  by  the  power  of  the  sword." 

What  a  summing  up  is  this!  We  should  "  con- 
sent to  a  division  of  our  magnificent  empire,  and 
cultivate  amicable  relations  with  our  estranged 
brethren."  Not  a  word  of  condemnation  for  the 
fiends  who  have  covered  the  land  wilh  slaughter. 
No  syllable  of  sympathy  for  a  bleeding  country. 
The  dead  and  wounded,  fallen  on  a  hundred  bat- 
tle-fields, grappling  with  the  bunded  murderers 
of  liberty,  arouse  no  sensibility.  But  these  in- 
grates  and  parricides  are  our  "estranged  breth- 
ren," toward  whom  we  should  feel  "amicable," 

We  have  all  heard  before  of  these  "estranged 
brethren"  of  ours.  On  the  bloody  field  of  Bull 
Run  our  heroic  soldiers,  who  had  laid  down  their 
lives  for  the  country  founded  by  Washington, 
were  dug  up  from  their  graves  by  these  our 
"  brethren,"  iheir  skulls  converted  into  drinking- 
cups,and  their  bonesinto  ornaments  to  be  paraded 
throughout  the  South.  Nay,  more.  Often  this 
winter  1  have  met  at  my  own  residence  here  anil 
elsewhere  in  Washington  agallant  youngofficcr, 
whose  heroism,  though  costing  him  a  limb,  had 
won  for  him  honorable  fame.  How  ho  was  beloved 
by  those  who  knew  him  you  all  do  know.  Manly, 
warm-hearted,  brave  in  batlle,  and  generous  in 
victory,  with  a  jiatriotism  and  devotion  worthy 
of  himself,  he  loft  here  with  a.!uart  full  of  sym- 
pathy for  his  gallant  comrades  pining  in  the  pris- 
ons of  lliclinioiid,  and  forgot  that  he  was  cripph-d 
in  the  trying  day  and  night  rides  of  Kilpatriok's 
raid  on  the  rebel  capital.  I  allude  to  Colonel  Ul- 
ric  Dahlgren,  young  in  years,  but  one  of  nature's 
noldenien  in  deed.     He  was  ambushed  and  ."?ilain. 
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Our  "  estranged  brethren,"  with  whom  we  are 
to  cultivate  "amicable  relations,  "whd  are  till  in  I  lie 
right,  while  we  are  all  in  the  wrong,  left  hisdeatl 
body  in  tlie  road  to  be  eaten  by  hogs;  and  when 
at  last  it  had  been  buried  in  the  field  near  which 
he  fell,  they  dug  it  ufi  and  carried  it  to  Richmond, 
mid  afierexhibiiingit  like  barbarians,  bis  remains, 
which  death  might  have  saved  from  insult,  were 
tumbled  into  some  unknown  pit, and  the  Richmond 
papers  declared  with  fiendish  and  malicious  re- 
joicing that  he  had  died  the  death  and  received  the 
burial  of  a  dog!  Contrast  this  with  our  treatment 
of  O.  Jennings  Wise,  Garnett,  ZoUicoffer,  &c. 
These  men,  whose  liate  ends  not  at  the  grave, 
are  our  "estranged  brethren,"  with  whom  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  tells  us  we  are  to  cultivate 
"amicable  relations,"  besides  dissolving  our 
Union  at  their  command.  Sir,  I  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  ask  the  House  whether  they  would  send 
the  member's  speech  abroad  to  the  country  with- 
out expressing  their  solemn  condemnation  of  it 
in  this  fearful  hour  of  our  nation's  peril.  Those 
wlio  vote  against  rebuking  it  may  take  tiiat  re- 
sponsibility. 

If  you  wish  to  know  more  of  these  "  estranged 
brethren"  go  with  me  to  Belle  Isle,  and  there  re- 
ceive the  iiospitalities  which  they  award  to  pris- 
oners of  war.  The  picture  is  too  saddening  and 
fearful  to  dwell  upon.  If  you  want  to  see  more, 
then  go  to  East  Tennessee,  where  women,  for 
loving  the  Union,  have  been  outraged  so  that  they 
longed  for  the  day  of  their  death  as  they  did  for 
the  day  of  their  bridal,  and  where  Union  men 
have  been  hanged  by  the  neck  for  no  other  crime 
than  fidelity  to  that  allegiance  to  which  all  of  us 
here  are  sworn.  Shall  we  cultivate  "amicable 
relations"  with  such  men  as  these.'  No,  sir,  the 
sv/ord  of  the  Government  will  never  be  sheathed 
cxce|it  over  the  grave  of  treason.  But  the  gentle- 
man goes  on  to  say: 

"Tliose  elcmoiits  of  union  wliioli  Mr.  Adam?  described 
liaVL',  by  tile  process  oi' time, Jiee»  destroyed.  Worse,  yea, 
worsi:  than  that,  Mr.  Cliairnian,  J  am  reluclantly  forced  to 
the  conclusiion  that  in  attempting  to  preserve  our  jurisdic- 
tion ovi^r  tlie  souiliern  Siatos  ire  linve  tost  Qf^r  constitutional 
form  of  government  over  the  norlliern. 

"What  lias  been  predicted  by  our  wisest  and  inc^t  emi- 
nent stati'smon  has  come  to  pas;^ ;  in  grasping  at  the  sliadnw 
we  liave  lost  llie  substance  ;  in  striving  to  retain  tliccaskit 
of  liberty  in  which  our  jewels  were  confined,  wc:  liavelost 
those  precious  muniments  of  freedom  Our  Government, 
as  all  know,  is  not  anything  rcseinhling  wliat  it  was  three 
years  ago  ;  tkere  is  not  one  single  vestige  of  the  Constitution 
remaining  ;  every  clause  and  every  letter  of  it  has  been  vio- 
lated, and  I  have  no  idea  myself  that  it  will  ever  again  be 
respected;  revolutions  never  go  backward  to  the  point  at 
Tvliich  they  started." 

If  there  is  no  Constitution  left,  what  did  the 
gentleman  swear  to  support  when  he  stood  at  that 
desk.'  If  there  was  not  a  vestige  of  the  Consti- 
tution remaining,  then  his  oath  was,  in  his  own 
opinion,  a  nullity  and  a  dead  letter, and  he  knew 
that  when  he  took  it.     He  says  further: 

"  To  jircserve  a  republican  form  of  government  under  any 
constitution,  under  the  prevalence  of  the  doctrines  now  in 
vogue,  is  clearly  impossihle.  These  convictions  of  the  com- 
plete overthrow  of  our  Government  are  as  unwelcome  and 
unpleasant  tome  as  thoy  arc  to  any  member  of  this  House." 

"I  shall  not,  in  these  remarks,  recur  to  the  unpleasant 
and  acrimonious  controversy  of  who  Is  responsible/or  the 
death  and  destruction  of  our  RepuHic." 

Sir,  if  that  Constitution  is  dead,  if  tlie  Republic 
is  dead  and  destroyed  as  he  states,  if  the  Govern- 
ment is  overthrown  as  he  avers,  there  is  no  other 
constitution  left  in  this  land  save  the  Montgomery 
constitution  framed  by  these  rebels.  The  gentle- 
man does  n'lt  tell  us  that,  but  he  says  that  a  gov- 
ernment has  been  organized  there,  and  wo  all 
know  they  claim  they  have  a  constitution.  With 
the  recognition  of  the  traitor  government,  we  rec- 
ognize their  "constitution  "as  an  existing  fact  also. 
And  ours  beingall  destroyed,  as  he  says,  that  one 
will  be  the  only  living  one  on  these  shores.  Arc 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  ready  to  say  that  this, 
too,  should  not  be  condemned  most  severely  here  .' 

But  when  he  asserts  that  the  Constitution  is 
destroyed ,  1  answer  him  from  the  speech  last  Sat- 
urday of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Cox.]  Said  tliatgcn- 
tleman: 

"  Wiiat  is  the  life  fiftlie  natlon,slr,  of  Wblcli  we  hear  so 
mueh?  I  know  no  other  life  of  the  nation  e.xcept  that  in- 
enrnntc  in  the  written  Conutitulion,  wlilcli  protects  prop- 
erly,  peruon,  home,  conscience,  liberty,  and  life.  'J'ake 
aivay  these,  and  there  iu  no  nation,  tjociely  in  sla^'iiant 
and  dead." 

And  then,  after  this  declaration  that  the  life  of 
I  lie  nation  is  incarnate  in  the  Constitution, and  ti)at 
it  prolccls  all  of  u.s  and  all  our  right.s,  he  goes  on 


to  say  that  "  under  no  circumstances  conceivable 
by  the  human  mind,  would  he  ever  violate  that 
Constitution  for  any  purpose,"  and  applies  his 
reasoning  on  these  two  points,  as  follows: 

"  If  there  be  any  man  in  this  Chamber  who  holds  or  utters 
any  other  sentiment  in  reference  to  the  Constitution  and 
Ills  oath  than  this  which  I  have  expressed,  I  say  to  him  that 
language  has  no  term  of  reproach,  and  the  mind  no  idea  of 
detestation,  adeqiuite  to  express  the  mor:H  leprosy  and  trea- 
son coi*ched  in  his  language  and  clinging  to'liis  soul." 

His  colleague,  [Mr.  Long,]  as  shown  just  now, 
"holds  and  utters  another  sentiment  in  reference 
to  the  Constitution,"  when  he  declares  that  it  is 
dead,  destroyed,  not  a  vestige  of  it  remaining;  and 
I  leave  him  to  the  denunciation  of  his  own  col- 
league, [Mr.  Cox.] 

Mr.  COX  rose. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  cannot  yield, having  quoted 
the  gentleman's  own  words  from  his  speech,  and 
having  l.)ut  little  time  left. 

Mr.  COX.  That  language  of  mine  was  used, 
as  the  gentleman  will  see  if  he  reads  the  context 
properly,  with  direct  reference  to  a  remark  made 
by  my  colleague  who  sits  near  him,  [Mr.  Gar- 
field,] that  he  would  under  certain  circumstances 
overleap  the  barriers  of  the  Constitution,  and  also 
with  reference  to  a  remark  made  by  one  of  the 
gentleman's  own  colleagues,  [Mr.  Julian,]  that 
under  certain  circumstances  h'e  would  "  blast  the 
Constitution."     I  said  that  was  moral  treason. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Sir,  I  am  quoting  the  gentle- 
man 's  own  emphatic  language  of  denunciation  and 
reading  from  his  own  speech.  I  avoid  the  use  of 
language  of  that  kind  myself,  but  am  applying  his 
language,  intended,  it  is  true,  for  others,  to  the  sen- 
timents just  quoted  from  his  colleague's  speech. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,]  after 
all  this  argument,  at  last  boldly  declares  for  rec- 
ognition of  rebel  independence  and  nationality 
as  his  choice  of  all  alternatives  remaining  to  us. 
And  here  are  his  words: 

"  I  do  not  share  in  the  belief  entertained  by  many  of  my 
political  friends  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere,  that  ani/jjcace is 
attainable  upon  I  he  basis  of  union  and  reconstruction.  If  the 
Democratic  pany  wore  in  power  to-dayl  have  noidea,and 
honesty  conipi^ls  nie  to  declare  it.  that  they  could  restore 
the  Union  of  thirty-four  States.  My  mind  has  undergone 
an  entire  chaiigi;  upon  that  subject;  and  I  now  believe  there 
arc  but  t'co  alternatives,  and  they  are  either  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  inilcpendenco  of  the  Soutli  as  an  independent 
nation, or  their  complete  subjugation  and  extermination  as 
a  people,  and  of  these  alternatives  I  prefer  the  former. 

"Mr.  Cliairinaii,  I  take  little  orno  interest  in  the  discussion 
of  the  question  whicli  many  of  my  political  friends  would 
make  an  issue,  as  to  how  tills  war  shall  be  prosecuted,  its 
manner  and  object.  I  regard  that  as  worse  than  trifling 
Willi  the  great  question.  1  do  not  believe  there  can  be  any 
prosecution  of  the  war  against  a  sovereign  State  under  the 
Constitution,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  a  war  so  carried  on 
can  be  prosecuted  so  as  to  render  it  proper,  justiilable,  or 
expedient,  ^n  nnconstitulional  war  can  only  be  carried  on 
in  an  unconstitutional  manner,"  &c.,  &.c. 

Before  I  proceed  to  comment  on  this  extraor- 
dinary declaration,  let  me  understand  if  my  time 
is  to  be  extended,  as  has  been  promised  when  I 
yielded  to  these  repeated  interruptions  from  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  CHANLER.     I  object  to  any  extension. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  expected  the  objection  would 
come  from  that  side  of  the  House,  although  1  have 
voluntarily  given  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  an 
hour  after  me,  which  he  had  no  right  to  claiin. 
But  I  ask  no  favors. 

Mr.  COX.  1  claim  the  right  to  withdraw  the 
objection  1  made  a  while  ago  to  the  extension  of 
the  gentleman's  time. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  resume 
my  seat  and  submit  the  case  to  the  House. 

Mr.  LONG  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  ELURIDGE.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
1  believe  the  understanding  was  that  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  was  to  have  all  the  time  he  desired. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  1  will  not  accept  any  exten- 
sion of  my  lime  while  gentlemen  upon  this  floor 
ol)ject,  as  I  saw  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Chanli!r1  object. 

Mr.  McKINNEY.  The  gentleman  yielded 
seven  or  eight  minutes  of  his  time  to  this  side  ot 
the  House.     Now  I  hope  he  will  go  on. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  It  was  distinctly  under- 
stood on  this  side  of  the  House  that  he  was  to 
have  that  right. 

Mr.  DAV/SON.  I  think  the  gcntlenum  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  proceed  without  interruption, 
and  I  trust  there  will  be  no  objection  from  this 
side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  rise  to  n  point  of  order. 
Unanimous  consent  was  given,  ns  I  understood, 


to  our  honorable  Speaker  to  proceed  beyond  his 
hour,  and  it  is  too  late  to  object  now. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  lempore.  He  has  pro- 
ceeded beyond  his  hour  seven  minutes. 

Mr.  ANCONA.     JN^o  time  Vas  indicated. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  He  was  to  have  all  the 
time  he  wished 

The  SPEAKER  pro  lempore.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  I  am  no  party  to  this  objection 
raised  against  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  CHANLER.  I  wish  toassume  the  whole 
responsibility  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  And  I  am  willing  the  gentle- 
man shall  assume  the  whole  responsibility. 

Mr.  LONG.  I  appeal  to  my  friend  from  New 
York  to  extend  the  courtesies  of  the  House  to 
the  Speaker  and  allow  him  to  finish  his  remarks. 
I  hope  he  will  do  it  from  considerations  persooal 
to  myself. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Let  me  end  this  discussion. 
No  repentant  concession  of  the  member  from  New 
York  will  1  accept.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  CHANLER.  I  simply  want  to  say  that 
I  desire  to  yield  to  the  request  of  my  friend  from 
Ohio.     [Loud  shouts  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  LONG.  I  regret  this  occurrence  very 
much.  1  had  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana would  be  allowed  two  hours,  if  he  wished,  and 
I  regret  very  much  that  this  objection  has  been 
made  by  my  friend  from  New  York. 

Before  proceeding,  I  will  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  that  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana be  allowed  to  print  the  balance  of  his  speech. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Thegentleman  from  Indiana 
prims  no  words  that  he  does  not  utter  liere,  and 
especially  none  in  regard  to  a  matter  like  this. 
Thegentleman  makes  the  proposition  in  courtesy, 
but  I  cannot  consent  to  it  myself. 

Mr.  LONG.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  have  been 
glad  to  be  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  making 
any  remarks  upon  this  most  extraordinary  oc- 
casion. I  should  have  preferred  not  to  address 
the  House  on  a  matter  so  personal  to  myself;  but 
the  extraordinary  circumstances  by  which  I  find 
myself  surroun'ded,  the  peculiar  manner  in  which 
this  discussion  has  been  conducted,  and  the  im- 
portance of  the  occasion  to  me  individually,  seem 
to  demand  that  I  should  make  a  brief  response  to 
some  of  the  remarks  which  have  been  made  by 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House. 

Sir,  I  was  surprised  when  I  entered  the  doora 
of  this  Hall  on  Saturday  last.  The  first  sound  I 
heard  was  the  clear  shrill  voiceof  the  Clerk  read- 
ing a  resolution  for  my  expulsion.  I  was  amazed 
when  I  learned  that  the  Speaker  of  this  House 
had  left  his  exalted  position  and  moved  that  reso- 
lution. Nor  was  I  less  astounded  when  I  heard 
the  speech  which  he  made  in  its  support.  ~ 

I  do  not  complain  of  his  having  otTeicd  the  reso- 
lution. I  do  not  ])ropose  to  arraign  him  for  having 
offered  it.  I  shall  indulge  in  no  personalities  to- 
ward him,  or  toward  any  gentleman  on  this  floor. 
Let  me  say  now  that,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
I  have  been  treated  by  all  who  have  participated 
in  this  debate  with  regard  and  consideration;  and 
whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  vote  which  the 
House  is  about  to  take  upon  the  question  of  per- 
mitting mc  longer  to  occupy  a  seat  here,  I  shall 
always  recur  with  gratification  to  the  manner  in 
which  1  have  been  referred  to  personaJly  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion. 

My  acquaintance  with  the  .gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  is  limited.  There  are 
but  few  of  them,  com[)arntively,  with  whom  I 
have  become  intimate.  But  all  of  them,  with  few 
exceptions,  have  n^fcrred  to  me  in  terms  of  re- 
spect and  kindness.  Tiiey  have  not  impugned 
my  motives;  they  have  not  found  fliult  with  the 
manner  in  which  I  htive  expressed  myself. 

Now,  sir,  for  what  am  I  arraigned,  for  what  am 
I  on  trial?  In  what  have  I  olfeiuled,  that  1  am  no 
loiie;er  to  be  regarded  as  worthy  of  membership 
in  this  body.'  in  what,  that  I  am  an  unfit  associ- 
ate of  gentlemen  on  this  floor  with  whom  I  have 
been  so  pleasantly  connected  for  the  last  four 
months.'  What  is  it.'  Have  I  done  aught  incon- 
sistent with  that  honorable  posiiion  to  which  my 
constituents  elected  mc?  Ilnve  I  conducted  my- 
self on  this  floor  in  ii  manner  unbecoming  the  dig- 
nity of  a  Representative  of  the  people?  Have  I 
been  indecorous  or  disorderly,  or  in  an  unseemly 
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manner  occupied  tlie  time  or  asked  the  attention 
of  liie  House?  Have  I  comnnitted  any  crime? 
No,  sir,  no  such  cliarge  has  been  broughtagainst 
me.  But  on  the  contrary  I  have  been  highly-com- 
plimented for  the  manner  in  which  I  have  ex- 
pressed my  opinions. 

What,  then,  is  the  offense  for  which  I  am  ar- 
raigned and  to  be  expelled  from  this  floor?  It  is 
this:  tliat  in  this  hour  of  our  country's  peril, 
when  we  are  engaged  in  a  war  of  such  magni- 
tude, involving  sucli  vast  consequences, affecting 
not  only  ourselves  and  our  constituents  but  the 
cause  of  free  government  throughout  the  world; 
at  this  hour,  when  we  have  an  Army,  in  the  field 
which  for  numbers,  prowess, and  expensiveequip- 
ment  is  unequaled  in  the  history  of  the  world; 
at  this  hour, when  the  war  has  lasted  three  years, 
and  when  we  are  daily  called  upon  to  vote  ap- 
propriations of  both  men  and  money  for  its  fur- 
ther continuance;  when  we  are  urged  to  harass 
the  people  by  heavier  and  multiplied  taxation, 
and  to  drag  them  from  their  homes  by  repeated 
conscriptions;  that  in  this  hour,  believing  that  a 
further  continuance  of  the  struggle  will  notonly  be 
fraitless  but  will  ultimately  destroy  the  Republic, 
and  with  it  the  liberties  of  the  people,  exercising 
my  right  as  the  Representative  of  a  free  constit- 
uency, moved  solely  by  a  desire  to  prevent  an 
unnecessary  and  therefore  wicked  waste  of  treas- 
ure and  a  further  effusion  of  blood  in  what  I 
deem  to  be  a  fruitless  struggle;  moved  solely  by 
my  desire  to  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  people 
and  to  maintain  the  principles  and  form  of  our 
Government,  even  if  we  could  not  preserve  all  its 
territory,  having  no  sympathy  with  and  no  de- 
sire to  aid  its  enemies,  I  have  spoken  my  honest 
convictions  according  to  the  ability  which  God 
has  given  me. 

Tlia"t  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  my  offending. 
1  have  gathered  together  materials  which  the  mas- 
ter-workmen of  the  Republican  party  have  pre- 
pared ready  for  my  use.  I  was  not  obliged  to  go 
either  to  the  quarry  or  to  the  forest  for  my  mate- 
rial. I  found  it  already  prepared  by  the  hands  of 
skillful  and  experienced  workmen,  and  without 
the  use  of  ax,  hammer,  or  any  tool  of  iron  I  have 
joined  it  together;  the  workmanship  is  that  of  the 
leaders  of  the  departed  and  living  statesmen  of 
your  party,  and  the  leading  journals  which  mold 
and  shape  Republican  opinion.  I  have  justified 
my  position  by  the  authority  of  thosemaster- 
woritmen,  the  statesmen  of  the  old  Whigand  Re- 
publican parties.  They  have  prepared  the  mate- 
rials for  me,  shaped  them  in  the  most  delicate 
manner,  and  with  the  utmost  skill,  and  with  the 
greatest  powers.  They  have  supplied  the  argu- 
ments which  I  collected  and  from  which  I  drew 
certain  conclusions  and  presented  them  to  the 
House.  Why,  sir,  I  have  studied  the  statesmen 
whose  political  sentiments  you  profess.  I  have 
quoted  from  your  present  Chief  Executive,  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  from  men  in  authority  of 
equal  ability.  They  have  maintained  certain  prin- 
ciples in  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  time  of  war  and  the  coercion  of  Stales, 
and  from  them  I  have  drawn  my  conclusions. 
They  forced  themselves  upon  my  mind,  and  I 
could  not  resist  them.  They  were  that  two  alter- 
natives only  remained  to  us;  neither  of  them  is 
agreeable  tome,  but  between  them  I  mustchoose, 
and  for  choosing  that  which  I  believed  to  be  the 
least  fruitful  of  evil  I  am  to  be  expelled  from  this 
House. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  ask  you  to  approach  that 
question  with  care  and  deliberation.  1  ask  you, 
before  you  pass  a  vote  of  expulsion  or  censure 
upon  me,  to  consider  the  circumstances  in  which 
we  are  placed  and  by  which  we  are  surrounded 
to-day.  It  isan  importantoccasion.  I  expressed 
my  convictions;  my  colleague  [Mr.  Garfield] 
replied  to  me  immediately.  Many  of  my  own 
friends  did  not  agree  with  me.  They  have  taken 
occasion  to  say  so.  My  colleagues  on  this  side 
have,  with  fcw^cxccptions,  hastened  to  express 
tlieir  dissent.  They  w^re  speedy  to  confirramy 
statement  that  I  did  not  undertake  to  speak  for 
them.  I  may  be  in  error.  My  '  judgment  and 
conscience  tell  me  that  I  am  not.  1  may  not  look 
at  the  great  struggle  in  its  true  light.  1  have 
looked  at' it  deliberately  in  order  to  discover,  if 
possible,  the  end  to  which  it  was  tending.  I  have 
formed  my  conclusions.  I  believe  there  are  but 
two  issues  to  whicii  this  war  can  lead;  and  so  be- 
lieving, independently  as  a  Reprceentativc  of  the 


people,  honestly  and  candidly  as  a  man,  over- 
come by  a  sense  of  duty  to  my  country  and  re- 
sponsibility to  my  God,  (have  deliberately,  court- 
eously, and  gentleman  say  with  great  circunl- 
spection,  expressed  my  convictions  to  the  Flouse. 
They  commend  my  manhood  and  cajidor;  they 
award  me  credit  for  having  spoken  my  honest 
convictions;  buttheydissentfronn  my  conclusions. 
That  is  my  offense. 

Gentlemen,  if  there  is  anything  in  that,  if  there 
is  any  blame  to  be  attached  to  me  for  having  thus 
uttered  my  convictions,  then  the  God  who  made 
me  ard  gave  me  utterance,  and  gave  me  the  im- 
pulse to  say  openly  what  I  believe  firmly,  is  to 
blame,  instead  of  myself.  I  declared  the  delib- 
erate conviction  of  my  judgment,  I  declared  tliev 
deliberate  conclusion  of  my  mind;  and  having 
listened  with  sittention  to  the  arguments  of  gen- 
tlemen, I  have  not  yet  heard  one  which  has  moved 
me  from  my  position.  I  may  be  in  error.  If 
you  are  still  further  to  govern  us,  I  trust,  for  my 
country,  that  I  may  be.  But  do  not,  gentlemen, 
trifle  with  the  country.  If  I  am  wrong,  convince 
me.  Do  not,  in  this  hour,  gratify  partisan  aspi- 
rations at  the  expense  either  of  our  country  or  of 
truth.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Rol- 
lins] sees  in  this  movement  what  I  have  thought 
1  also  very  clearly  discerned.  He  says  that  it 
was  designed  to  make  party  capital,  and  that  the 
effort  is  more  to  see  how  much  can  be  made  out 
of  it  for  the  next  campaign  than  to  arrive  at  just 
conclusions.  He  told  you  that  it  is  all  party  and 
no  word  for  the  country;  all  party,  from  the  in- 
troduction of  the  resolution  to  the  hour  we  are 
going  to  vote  on  it.  He  is  the  only  gentleman  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Chamber  who  discussed  and 
combated  the  principles  and  arguments  of  my 
speech.  He  did  it  in  a  courteous,  dignified,  and 
statesmanlike  manner;  but  while  I  respect  him,  I 
must  say  that  he  has  failed  to  change  my  convic- 
tions. I  may  be  wrong.  I  believe  I  am  right.  I 
have  not  one  word  to  retract.  My  convictions  are 
as  strong,  my  judgment  as  firm  as  when  on  Friday 
I  gave  utterance  to  my  sentiments. 

What,  sir,  is  the  position  on  which  I  stand? 
Let  me  call  your  attention  for  a  few  moments  to 
the  means  by  which  I  arrived  at  my  conclusions. 
I  built  upon  the  foundation  laid  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens.]  As  so  much 
has  been  said  on  the  subject,  I  will  read  a  short 
paragraph  from  his  speech.     He  says: 

"  Some  think  that  these  States  are  still  in  the  Union  and 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  llie  Constitution  and  the  laws 
of  the  United  States."        *****        -v 

"  Others  hold  that  having  committed  treason,  renounced 
their  allegiance  to  the  Union,  di.scarded  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  organized  a  distinct  and  liostile  government,  and 
by  force  of  arms  have  risen  from  the  condition  of  insurgents 
to  the  position  o( an  indepeiu!enl,Povcr  de  facio ,  and  having 
been  acknou-ledged  as  a  belligerent  both  by  foreign  nations 
and  our  own  Government,  the  Constitution  and  the  Union 
are  abrogated  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  and  that  as  be- 
tween the  two  belligerents  they  are  under  the  laws  of  war 
and  the  laws  of  nations  alone,  and  that  whichever  Power 
conquers  may  treat  tlie  vanquished  as  conquered  provinces, 
and  may  impose  upon  tliem  sucli  conditions  and  laws  as  it 
may  deem  best."        ******* 

"  Hut  it  is  said  that  this  must  be  considered  a  contest  with 
rebel  individuals  only,  as  States  in  the  Union  cannot  make 
war.  That  is  true  solong  as  they  remain  in  the  Union. 
But  tliey  claim  to  be  out  of  the  Union,  and  the  very  fact 
that  we  have  admitted  them  to  be  in  a  state  of  war,  to  be 
belligerents,  shows  that  they  are  no  longer  in  the  Union, 
and  that  they  are  waging  war  in  their  corporate  capacity, 
U7ider  the  corporate  iiame  of  the  confederate  States,  and  that 
such  major  corporation  is  composed  of  minor  corporations 
called  States  acting  in  their  associated  character." 

"When  an  insurrection  becomes  sufficiently  formidable 
to  entitle  the  party  to  belligerent  rights,  it  places  the  con- 
tending Powers  on  precisely  the  same  footing  as  foreign  na- 
tions at  war  with  each  other."        *        *        *        *        * 

"No  one  acquainted  with  the  magnitude  of  this  contest 
can  deny  to  it  the  character  of  acJtiJ  twa-r."  Fornearly  three 
years  the  cunfcdcrato  States  have  maintained  their  decla- 
ration of  independence  by  force  of  arms."        *        *        * 

"  What,  then,  is  the  effect  of  this  public  war  between 
these  belligerent,  these /orcign  natior.sl  Before  this  war 
the  parties  were  bound  together  by  a  compact,  by  a  treaty 
called  a  'Constitution.'  'i'hey  acknowledged  the  validity 
of  municipal  laws  mutually  iJinding  on  each.  This  war 
has  cut  asunder  all  these  ligaments,  abrogated  all  these  obli- 
gations." 

These  are  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  word  for  word,  and  which  were 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Colfax]  as  if  I  were  their  author.  I  adopted 
them.  I  have  simply  followed  in  the  lead  of  the 
distinguished  leader  of  the  Republican  jiarty.  I 
drew  my  conclusions  from  the  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pi-nnsylvaiiin,  wliich  I  iiavo  not 
iienrd  iiim  take  btick.     I  know  that  some  gentle- 


men upon  this  side  of  the  House  have  denounced 
him  for  it;  and  I  know  some  gentlemen  upon  that 
side  of  the  House  have  disagreed  with  him.  Yet 
I  have  not  heard  of  a  resolution  being  introduced 
for  the  expulsion  or  censure  of  that  gentleman. 
He  and  I  agree.  These  States  are  out  of  the 
Union;  they  have  established  an  independenlgov- 
ernment  de  facto;  they  have  maintained  tiieir 
declaration  of  independence  by  force  of  arms  for 
three  years.  For  three  years  they  have  so  pros- 
ecuted the  war  that  by  the  laws  of  war  and  the 
laws  of  nations  they  have  cut  asunder  all  the  lig- 
aments and  nljrogated  all  the  obligations  whicli 
bound  them  to  us  under  the  Constitution.  He 
and  I  agree  in  that  opinion.  If  you  condemn  me, 
I  ask  you  to  be  consistent  and  condemn  your  dis- 
tinguished leader.  I  might  not  have  been  brought 
to  that  conclusion  had  not  the  argument  been 
placed  before  me  by  the  leader  of  the  Republican 
party  on  this  floor.  If,  gentlemen,  you  censure 
me  for  putting  myself  in  position  with  him  you 
must,  to  be  consistent,  censure  us  both.  "Be 
just,  though  the  heavens  fall."  Rise  above  party. 
If  the  same  words  were  uttered  upon  that  side  of 
the  House  as  those  for  which  you  condemn  me, 
make  no  difference  between  nie  and  the  member 
of  the  Republican  party  who  uttered  them;  con- 
sistency is  a  jewel.  If  you  must  have  a  victim, 
if  it  is  necessary  that  censure  should  attach  some- 
where, censure  us  both;  we  stand  on  the  same 
ground;  we  uttered  the  same  lutiguage  and  hold 
the  same  opinion  as  to  the  condition  of  the  con- 
federate States. 

He  goes  further  than  I  do.  He  is  for  waging 
war  against  the  confederate  States  as  a  foreign 
nation  for  conquestand  subjugation.  I  am  against 
it;  the  difference  is  purely  a  question  of  policy, 
which  is  always  a  legitimate  subject  of  discussion 
in  a  legislative  assembly.  I  believe  that  if  a  war 
of  subjugation  could  be  successfully  prosecuted 
against  the  confederate  States  as  a  foreign  nation, 
and  we  held  and  governed  them  as  conquered  prov- 
inces by  the  exercise  of  the  coercive  power  of  the 
Government,  the  effect  would  be  to  destroy  the 
principles  of  the  Union  between  all  the  States 
North  as  well  as  South,  and  establish  an  absolute 
despotism  upon  the  ruins  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people;  and  believing  this,  I  am  not  willing  to  sac- 
rifice our  republican  form  of  Government  for  ter- 
ritorial aggrandizement  and  the  establishment  of 
a  despotism. 

Now,  in  another  part  of  my  speech,  I  have 
quoted  from  the  Nev/  York  Tribune,  from  the 
great  leading  republican  paper  of  my  district,  the 
Cincinnati  Commercial, from  the  Columbus  Jour- 
nal,and  from  a  number  of  papers  which  Iwillnot 
enumerate  here.  I  did  not  give  to  the  House  what 
those  papers  said,  but  I  extracted  from  them  the 
materials  which  I  used  in  coming  to  my  con- 
clusion. I  will  now  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  some 
extracts  which  were  published  in  the  Cincinnati 
Commercial  in  1861.  That  paper  is  imblislied  in 
my  city,  and  is  inore  influential  in  molding  Repub- 
lican opinion  in  my  district  than  ajiy  other  paper 
published  in  the  State. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"  War  for  the  subjugation  of  the  seceders  would  be  un- 
wise and  deplorable.  There  is  no  province  in  the  world, 
conquered  and  held  by  military  force,  that  is  not  a  weak- 
ness to  its  master.  Many  of  the  English  cr)lonies  have 
drained  England  of  her  wealth.  The  English  people  are 
now  eaten  up  with  taxation  to  hold  distant  possessions  in 
military  subjection,  and  carry  on  her  world-wide  system  or 
fiilibustoring,  which  has  for  centuries  been  a  national  pas- 
sion. 'J'he  wars,  which  are  visited  upon  her  in  her  mon- 
strous national  debt,  were  occasioned  by  the  pride  of  her 
aristocracy  and  the  intrigues  of  lier  politicians,  and  were 
not,  with  an  exception  or  two,  in  the  interest  of  lier  peo- 
ple. India,  upon  which  she  has  lavished  her  strength,  and 
which  is  the  most  magnificent  trophy  of  wars  of  conquest 
held  by  any  nation,  is  an  incumbrance  to  her  to-day.  Al- 
giers is  a  costly  and  unprofitable  appendage  of  I'Vance. 
Venetia  is  the  weak  spot  of  Austria,  and  the  tile's  blood  of 
the  empire  is  drained  to  hold  that  territory,  which  is  abso- 
lutely worthless  to  the  Austrians,  and  fetters  her  armies  in 
the  Quadrilateral.  The  historyoftiie  world  certainly  proves 
that  it  is  not  profitable  to  govern  a  people  without  their 
conscTit." 

"The  logical  lesson  of  this  fact  in  this  country  is  that 
if  there  are  two  nations,  here  who  have  been  living  in  an 
iinnatinal  union,  they  should,  for  the  benefit  of  one  or  both, 
be  separated.  We  do  not  entertain  the  opinion  that  a 
forced  alliance  between  aiuagonistic  nalionalitios  has  ex- 
isted in  the  Union  which  our  fathers  made.  W'c  believe, 
whatever  the  diftVrence  in  domestic  institntimis,  in  tem- 
prrament,  ins(jil  and  climate,  and  in  ideas  of  local  govern- 
niciil,  to  be  I'ounil  within  the  limits  of  the  land,  that  each 
interest  was  secure  within  the  Union,  and  that  all  sccliona 
were  more  prosperous  and  happy  within  than  they  can  be 
without  the  Union." 

"The  dream  of  an  ocean  bound  republic,  whicli  lias  been 
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BO  (grateful  to  Yomi»  America,  \vc  j'ct  hope  to  foc  roallzod  ; 
but  ill  tlif  iiiPnii  time;  tluMc  is  room  for  several  flourisliiiig 
nations  on  tliis  continent;  and  tlie^iin  will  sliinoas  brightly 
and  tite  rivers  run  as  clear — the  eolton-fieUls  will  lie  as 
while  and  the  wlieat-fields  as  golden— wlien  we  acknowl- 
edge the  southern  confederacy  as  before.  We  would  not 
undervalue  flie  Union.  It  has  ministered  to  our  national 
pride  as  well  as  lo  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  country. 
Uul  when  it  is  gone,  we  still  have  our  fruitful  and  inviting 
soil  ami  clime,  our  seats  and  channels  of  commerce,  and 
the  unequalcd  capacity  of  the  peoplefor  productive  labor." 
"  We  are  not  in  favor  of  hlocUading  the  southern  coast. 
We  arc  not  in  favor  of  retaking  by  i'orce  the  property  of 
the  United  States  now  in  possession  of  the^seeeders.  We 
would  rc'cognize  tiic  existence  of  a  government  formed  of 
all  the  seceding  .States,  and  attempt  to  cuUivate  amicable 
relations  with  it." 

Mr.  LONG.  Those  articles,  as  I  said  before, 
appeared  in  the  Cincinnati  Commercial,  the  lead- 
ing Republican  paper  of  my  own  State.  There 
appeared  also  at  the  same  time  a  series  of  articles 
in  the  Coluinbus  Journal, published  in  llie  capital 
of  my  State.  Tiie  articles  in  the  Commercial  ap- 
peared immediately  following  an  interview  which 
took  place  between  the  proprietors  of  that  paper 
and  the  present  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury,  S.  P. 
Chase,  and  at  the  time  they  were  attributed  to 
that  distinguished  gentleman. 

1  will  not  detain  the  House  by  referring  to  the 
other  extracts,  but  as  I  said  before  I  found  these 
materials  adjusted  by  the  hands  of  askiliful  work- 
man for  my  use.  1  chose  to  go  to  the  leaders  of 
the  Republican  party  rather  than  draw  from  what 
had  been  written  and  said  by  my  own  paily,  feel- 
ing tjiat  thereby  my  position  would  be  more  im- 
Frcgnable  against  the  assaults  of  my  opponents, 
was  unwilling  to  believe  that  the  Republican 
party  would  i-epudiate  the  utterances  of  its  own 
great  statesmen,  leaders,  and  principal  journals. 
But  from  demonstrations  made  on  this  floor  for 
the  last  few  days  1  am  led  to  tiie  conclusion  that 
I  was  most  sadly  mistaken. 

I  caution  you,  gentlemen,  on  that  side  of  the 
Chamber  to  approach  the  subject  carefully.  It 
will  be  the  worst, record  foryou  that  youcanpos- 
silily  make  if  you  now  repudiate  these  principles. 
You  have  before  avowed  them,  and  I  predict  here 
fo-day  you  will  be  driven  to  avow  them  again  be- 
fore a  not  her  President  shall  have  been  inaugurated 
on  the  4ih  of  March,  1865.  I  warn  you,  gentle- 
men, tfffit  in  voting  to  expel  me  from  this  Hall, 
or  in  voting  censure  upon  me  foruttering  these 
sentiments  which  have  been  avowed  by  your  own 
leading  statesmen  and  newspapers,  you  are  doing 
that  which  will  ultimately  subject  yourselves  to 
a  worse  odium  than  that  which  you  are  seeking 
to  fasten  upon  me.  Events  are  progressing  rap- 
idly; we  know  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth. 
I  do  not,  in  saying  this,  mean  in  any  degree  to  in- 
timidate any  gentleman,  or  prevent  him  from  vot- 
ing as  his  judgment  dictates;  but  regardless  of 
consequences  to  myself  I  make  the  prediction  that 
you  will  rue  this  day,  that  you  will  seek  to  ob- 
literate this  i'ecord  before  we  shall  have  dissolved 
this  Congress  on  the  4th  of  March  next. 

I  may  be  in  error  in  the  opinions  I  expressed. 
Some  of  my  own  friends  upon  this  side  of  the 
House  have  planted  themselves  in  opposition  to 
them,  and  I  have  received  their  condemnation. 
Tliose  who  will  occupy  a  position  with  me  in  the 
future  upon  these  great  cpiestions  will  not  be  those 
who  a^ree  with  my  distinguished  friend  on  my 
right,  [Mr.  Smith.]  But  there  will  be  gentlemen 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House  who  will  come 
to  my  principles.  I  believe  that  you  will  come  to 
them, gentlemen.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Amer- 
ican people.  North  or  Soiilh,  will  ever  agree  with 
the  member  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Smith,]  that 
we  ought  to  subjugate  and  exterminate  the  people 
of  the  South,  and  populate  that  country  with  a 
better  class  of  people.  1  do  not  believe  that  the 
people  of  ihifu-.ountry,  noteven  of  the  Repuldican 
party,  would  agree  to  that.  I  cannot  believe  that 
any  man  v/hcn  he  lies  down  on  his  pillow  and 
communes  with  his  God,  when  he  considers  the 
magnitude  of  this  issue,  involving  the  fate  of  eight 
million  men,  women,  and  children,  could  agree  to 
the  doctrine  ol"  the  member  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  S.MITH.  The  gentleman  will  allow  me 
one  moment;  1  will  not  occupy  more  of  his  time. 
Wiien  I  used  the  expression  the  day  before  yes- 
terday that  I  was  willing  not  only  to  subjugate 
the  South,  l)ut,  if  need  i)e,  (o  exterminate  its  [tpo- 
plc  and  populate  tJiat  country  with  a  better  class 
ofpjople,  I  (lid  not  refer  lo  the  innocent  children 
wiio  cuniiot  commit  treason;  but  I  referred  to  tiie 
men  in  arms,  to  those  wlio  hnv^  by  direction  or 


indirection  committed  treason  against  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  LONG.  I  give  thegcntlennan  all  the  ben- 
efit he  can  derive  from' his  explanation.  I  regard 
it  as  but  a  very  feeble  effort  to  extricate  himself 
from  the  position  in  which  he  and  other  gentle- 
men here  have  placed  themselves.  I  envy  not  the 
man  who  can  clasp  his  hands  and  close  his  eyes  in 
prayer  and  ask  the  extermination  of  these  people 
at  the  South.  I  have  no  heart  and  no  disposition 
to  see  such  a  work  as  that  go  on.  1  cannot  con- 
sent to  it.  So  help  me  God,  I  am  against  it. 
Standing  as  I  do  among  you  alone,  I  am  willing 
to  raise  my  voice,  feeble  as  it  is,  against  it.  1 
want  peace  in  this  country;  peace,  peace,  if  lean 
"iiave  it,  rather  than*  the  extermination  of  these 
people  who  are  struggling  in  a  tause  which  they 
believe  to  be  right.  Sir,  let  this  war  cease.  1, 
for  one,  am  against  it.  Although  I  may  be  ex- 
pelled from  this  Hall,  and  sent  home  to  my 
constituents  branded  by  the  condemnation  of  the 
gentlemen  opposite,  1  will  utter  the  convictions 
of  my  judgment;  1  will  take  the  consequences, 
and  will  go  down,  if  you  please,  to  infamy,  if 
such  is  the  estimation  in  which  1  am  to  be  held, 
for  raising  my  feeble  voice  for  peace. 

Sir,  I  dislike  personalities,  and  I  intend  to  be 
respectful  to  all  gentlemen.  1  must,  neverthe- 
less, point  out  what  in  my  judgment  is  an  incon- 
sistency on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  who  has 
moved  this  resolution  of  expulsion. 

On  the  1 1th  day  of  February,  1861,  Mr.  Craige, 
of  North  Carolina,  submitted  on  the  floor  of  this 
House  the  following  resolution.  1  read  from  the 
Congressional  Globe,  second  session  TJjirty- 
Sixtli  Congiess,  part  one,  page  853: 

"Mr.  C'RAiOE,  of  North  Carolina.  I  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

"Whereas  the"  States  of  South  Carolina,  Florida,  Ala- 
bama, Georgia,  ftlississipj)!,  and  Louisiana  iiave  seceded 
from  the  Confederacy  of  the  United  States  and  have  estab- 
lished a  government  under  the  name  of  the  confederacy  of 
the  United  States  Soiuh;'  and  whereas  it  is  desirable  that 
the  most  amicable  relations  should  exist  between  the  two 
Governments,  and  war  should  be  avoided  as  the  greatest 
calamity  which  can  befall  them  : 

^'Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RcprcsentaUvcs  of 
tlie  United  States  of  Jimerica  i'u  Congress  assembled.  That 
the  President  of  ilie United  States  be,  and  is  hereby,  required 
to  acknowledge  the  indepenuencc  of  said  government  as 
soon  as  he  is  informed  oflicially  of  its  cstnblishniont ;  and 
that  he  receive  such  envoy,  embassador,  or  connnissioner 
as  may  or  shall  be  appoiaiid  by  said  government  for  the 
purpose  of  amicably  adjusting  the  matters  in  dispute  with 
said  government. 

"Mr.  Craige,  of  North  Carolina.  I  hope  that  the  reso- 
lution will  be  permitted  lo  pass,  as  I  doubt  not  it  is  the 
wish  of  all  of  US  that  peace  shalhbe  preserved. 

"Mr.  Farnswortii.  I  object;  and  move  that'll  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Connriiltcc  on  Patents.     [Laughter.] 

"Mr.  Craige,  of  North  Carolina.  1  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  tlie  Connnittee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

"The  question  was  taken;  and  the  joint  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Commitfee  on  Foreign  Affairs." 

Thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  11th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1861,  Mr.  Craige, an  avowed  secessionist, 
who  was  in  favor  of  dissolving  the  Union,  who 
carried  out  his  views  and  went  South,  proposed, 
in  his  place  here,  a  recognition  of  the  confeder- 
acy, and  to  put  in  that  diplomatic  gallery  an 
envoy  extraordinary  from  the  confederate  Slates. 
And  this  resolution  was  dignified  in  this  House 
by  a  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Col- 
pax]  was  present  and  assented  to  that  reference. 
He  probably  voted  for  it.  He  moved  no  resolu- 
tion of  censure,  no  resolution  of  expulsion. 

There  is  another  circumstance  to  which  1  wish 
to  allude.  It  lias  been  referred  to  before,  but  I 
choose  to  refer  to  it  again.  Mr.  Conway,  a  mem- 
ber from  the  Stale  of  Kansas,  in  a  speech  which 
he  made  in  this  House  on  the  27th  day  of  January, 
1863,  uses  this  language,  bi?fore'  proposing  two 
resolutions.  I  read  from  Congressional  Globe 
and  Appendix,  third'sessioiiThiity-Seventh  Con- 
gress, part  two,  page  66  of  the  Appendix: 

"  Nevertheless  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  in- 
dividual opinion  thatihe  true  policy  of  the  North  is  to  term- 
inate this  war  at  once.  Tin'  lunger  it  eoiilinui's  the  worse 
our  silualion  becomes.  Let  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
adopt  tlie  following  resolniions: 

"  Jtcsolred  Ity  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Rcprescnlatifcs, 
fyc,  That  the  Executive  he,  and  lie  is  hereliy.  roqnesled  to 
issue  a  general  order  to  all  eomrniindcrs  nl  forces  in  the 
several  military  deparunenis  of  the  Ujiili'd  States  to  dij- 
eonlinue  offensive  operations  against  the  ('ncmy  .ind  to  act 
for  the  liilure  entirely  on  the  defensive. 

"  Rcsnhed,  That  the  Kxeeiilive  be,  and  h('  Is  hereby,  flir- 
Iher  rei|neslcd  lo  eiurr  into  Mi'goliiilionj  will)  the  aiitliorl- 
lies  of  the  conlederate  Slates  uith  reference  lo  a  censa- 
Don  ol  lio:,iiliiins based  on  ihelollowingpropusiliuns:  first, 
recognition  of  the  Independence  of  the  confederate  Slates ; 
second,  a  iinlforni  pyslcni  of  dutlci!  upon  ImportR;  third. 


free  trade  between  the  two  States;  fourth,  free  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  river ;  liftli,  mutual  adoption  of  lhe"Mon- 
roe  doctrine. 

"  I  am  aware  that  this  may  be  sajd  lo  be  giving  up  the 
contest.  In  one  respect  it  undoubtedly  is.  It  is  an  almii- 
donment,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  attempt  to  bring  tliu 
South  under  the  sway  of  the  Union  by  force  of  arms.  But 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  in  this  object  we  are  already  de- 
feated ;  we  have  defeated  ourselves." 

Did  I  ever  say  as  much  .'  Flave  1  admitted  that 
we  were  defeated.'  Have  I  denied  the  prowess 
of  the  Federal  Army.'  Have  1  denied  its  ability 
to  exterminate  the  South.'  Not  a  syllable  can  be 
pointed  out  in  my  speech  which  looks  to  any  such 
idea.  Have  I  ever  once  claimed  that  the  Federal  • 
Army  was  not  able  to  cope  with  or  overpower 
the  confederates  and  exterminate  the  southern 
people.'  I  object  to  its  extermination.  I  have 
not  admitted,  as  Mr.  Conway  did,  that  we  were 
defeated.  1  liave  not  been  willing  to  give  up  the 
contest  in  that  respect. 

And  why  do  I  refer  to  this  now  .'  I  refer  to  it, 
sir,  for  this  purpose:  to  show  that  as  well  on  the 
11th  of  February,  1861,  as  on  the  27th«of  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  the  present  Speaker  of  this  House  oc- 
cupied a  seat  on  this  floor  and  heard  these  reso- 
lutions offered.  He  heard  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Conway.  And  he,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  moved 
no  resolution  of  expulsion  or  of  censure  against 
either  of  those  members.  '  , 

It  has  been  said  that  what  has  been  decllired 
by  the  leaders  of  the  Republican  party  against 
coercing  the  States  was  uttered  before  the  war  be- 
gan and  before  blood  was  shed.  It  is  true  this 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Craige) 
used  that  language  and  offered  this  resolution  be- 
fore blood  was  shed.  Mr.  Conway  used  his  lan- 
guage and  offered  his  resolution  after  we  had  been 
engaged  in  war  two  years.  The  Army  was  as 
near  to  the  Potomac  then  as  it  is  to-day.  Wash- 
ington city  was  surrounded  then  as  it  is  sur- 
rounded now.  Tl>e  President  was  guarded  then 
in  his  mansion  by  armed  sentinels  as  1  said  on 
last  Friday:  he  is  guarded  now.  Thisgentleman 
(Mr.  Conway)  said  that  we  had  defeated  our- 
selves; and  he  proposed  a  recognition  of  the  south- 
ern confederacy.  He  proposed  that  the  President 
should  recognize  it.  Where  was  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  then?  Where  was  his  resolution 
of  expulsion,  where  his  resolution  of  censure 
against  Mr.  Conway.'  Where  was  all  his  virtu- 
ous indignation  and  his  loud-sounding  patriotism 
then.'  Whydid  he  not  stop  the  business  of  legis- 
lation long  enough  at  least  to  make  an  effort  at 
expulsion  or  censure.'  What  is  the  difference 
between  us,  sir.'     • 

On  the  27ih  day  of  January,  1863,  the  war  had 
progressed  for  two  years;  it  now  has  progressed 
three.  On  the  27th  of  January,  1863,  the  Speaker 
who  now  proposes  my  expulsion  was  on  the  floor 
of  the  House,  and  now  he  is  in  ii)e  Speaker's 
chair.  Because  he  occupies  that  position,  does 
it  give  him  any  higher  right,  does  it  give  him 
any  higher  power.'  1  think  il  does  not.  The  only 
dilference  between  my  conduct  and  that  of  Mr. 
Conway,  was  that  he  was  an  abolitionist  and  I 
am  a  Democrat.  Therefore  I  am  to  be  expelled, 
while  he  goes  without  censure  or  disapprobation. 
[Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  COX.  1  hope  the  Chair  will  preserve  or- 
der. [Laughter.]  I  presume  he  will  not  hesitate 
to  clear  the  galleries  now. 

Mr.  LONG.  I  came  into  this  House  and  de- 
livered my  speech  on  Friday.  The  Speaker  of 
the  House  knew  that  I  was  going  to  deliver  it  and 
manifested  much  kindness  in  respect  to  it.  He 
evinced  much  disposition  to  give  roe  the  floor. 
Other  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
knew  I  was  going  to  deliver  it,  and  I  told  them 
1  would  go  a  bow-shot  beyond  iinything  that  had 
been  yet  said. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  The  gentleman  will  bear  me 
witness  that  he  never  said  anything  of  that  char- 
acter lo  mo. 

Mr.  LONG.  Certainly  I  did  not  say  that  to 
the  Speaker,  but  1  did  to  a  luimbcr  of  gentle- 
men now  in  thgir  seats  on  that  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber. 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow  mc  for 
a.  moment,  1  wtint  to  know  from  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  whether  soineoflhcm 
were  noi  advi.sed  wlien  they  went  inlo  the  Hall 
on  Friday  last  of  the  precise  character  of  the 
8|)cech  he  proposed  lo  make, and  ih.it  it  would  bo 
for  iho  recognition  of  the  South? 
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Mr.  LONG.  I  cannot  yield  further  to  my  col- 
league. 

Mr.  COX.  I  charge  that  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  and  tlien  that  they  undertook  to 
circulate  the  speech.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  LONG.  I  will  take  care  of  that;  I  do  not 
yield  to  my  colleague  further. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  delivered  that  speech  in 
this  House, as  gentlemen  have  been  kind  enough 
to  tell  me,  very  well.  I  thought  it  was  delivered 
very  badly.  I  was  quite  dissatisfied  with  myself 
for  the  manner  in  which  it  was  delivered.  Dur- 
ing its  delivery  the  Speaker  did  me  the  honor  to 
listen  to  me.  My  eye  was  upon  him.  A  gentle- 
man upon  the  other  side  of  the  House,  [Mr.  Ash- 
ley,] who  knew  in  advance  the  character  of  the 
speech,  gave  me  his  attention;  and  after  I  had 
nearly  completed  its  delivery,  after  I  had  laid 
down  my  premises,  and  drawn  my  conclusions, 
after  I  had  not  only  laid  tlie  foundations,  but  nearly 
erected  the  superstructure,  and  the  hammer  fell 
as  my  hour  expired,  the  distinguished  Repub- 
lican from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washburne]  rose  in  his 
place  and  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
committee  to  give  me  time  in  which  to  conclude 
my  speech,  and  in  connection  with  that  request 
thegentlemeyi  is  reported,  and  I  believe  correctly, 
as  follows: 

"As  the  speecli  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  the  key- 
note of  the  Demoeiatie  ()aity  in  the  coming  election,  I  hope 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  liis  finishing  liis  speech.  It 
means  recognition  of  the  confederacy  by  foreign  Powers, 
ajid  peace  upon  terms  of  disunion." 

What  says  the  rule  on  that  point?  I  find  on 
page  124  of  the  Rules  as  follows: 

"If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  transgress  the 
rules  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  member  may, 
call  to  order;  in  which  case  the  member  so  called  to  order 
shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless  permitted  to  explain  ; 
and  the  House  shall,  if  appealed  to,  decide  on  the  case,  but 
without  debate." 

They  knew  what  I  said.  Tiiey  heard  me  say 
it.  Tlie  Speaker  heard  it  and  did  not  feel  himself 
obliged  to  call  me  to  order.  Yet  the  rule  of  the 
House  is  imperative  that  he  shall  call  to  order.  So 
far  were  they  from  that  that  they  were  willing  that 
1  sliould  finish  my  speech.  They  gave  me  unani- 
mous consent  to  finish  it.  And  my  colleague  from 
the  Toledo  district,  [Mr.  Ashley,]  as  soon  as  the 
speech  was  delivered,  put  his  name  upon  the  list 
and  subscribed  for  five  hundred  copies  of  it  to  be 
circulated  as  treason.  [Laughter.]  Yes,  sir,  a 
number  of  gentlemen  on  that  side  subscribed  for 
it.  The  gentleman  who  took  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  drawing  a  parallel  between  Ben- 
edict Arnold  and  myself  subscribed  for  one  hun- 
dred copies.  [Laughter.]  Yet  while  these  gen- 
tlemen are  doing  that,  wliile  they  are  willing  to 
put  it  forth  to  tlie  country,  treasonable  as  they 
say  it  is,  they  now  demand  that  I  shall  be  cen- 
sured or  expelled  for  having  uttered  it.  They 
have  not  generally  subscribed  for  a  Democratic 
speech. 

They  have  treated  me  with  great  consideration . 
They  have  given  me  great  notoriety.  They  could 
not  have  given  more  if  I  had  made  one  hundred 
speeches  upon  this  floor  of  more  ability.  For  the 
notoriety  that  they  have  given  me  in  the  last  three 
or  four  days'  proceedings  of  the  House  1  ought 
rather  to  thank  than  find  fault  with  them.  1  ought 
to  feel  rather  complimented  than  otherwise. 

Gold  has  gone  up  from  160  to  190.  I  do  not 
know  that  my  speech  has  produced  it.  [Laugh- 
ter.] There  is  something  mysterious  in  this  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  SCHENCKrose. 

Mr.  LONG-  I  cannot  yield  to  my  colleague. 
1  never  yield  to  him.  I  have  the  utmost  respect 
for  almost  every  other  gentleman  on  that  side  of 
the  House  except  my  colleague.  He  does  not 
conrimand  in  this  department.  I  thank  God  that 
he  is  not  a  brigadier  general  on  this  floor.  If  he 
were  I  should  not  be  permitted  to  speak  to-day 

Mr.  S€HENCK,  (in  a  subdued  voice.)  If  I 
were  I  would  soon  send  you  over  the  lines. 
[Laughter  near  Mr.  Schenck's  seat.] 

Mr.  LONG.  I  have,  I  say,  been  treated  gen- 
erally with  the  highest  consideration  and  respect 
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by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  But 
one  member  on  that  side  of  the  House,  a  member 
from  Pennsylvania,  formed  a  notable  exception. 
He  said: 

"Among  the  soldiers  of  Pennsylvania  you  would  not  find 
one  in  five  hundred  who  would  not  brain  the  gentleman  for 
uttering  in  camp  the  doctrines  he  uttered  with  impunity  in 
this  Halli" 

That  I  may  do  no  injustice  to  a  number  of 
gentlemen  from  that  State  who  have  done  me 
the  honor  to  reply  to  me,  I  will  say  that  I  mean 
the  man  who  plays  Forrest  upon  this  floor  for 
the  amusement  of  the  House,  [Mr.  Kelley.] 
[Laughter.]  I  dislike  to  refer  to  anything  he  has 
said;  1  dislike  personalities.  Pennsylvania  is  my 
native  State,  and  I  honor  her  noble  sons  whether 
in  the  field  or  elsewhere. 

Yet,  sir,  I  despise  the  man  who  would  appeal 
to  the  passions  of  the  soldier  in  the  field  to  turn 
his  back  upon  the  foe  worthy  of  his  steel  and 
assail  the  citizen  at  home.  I  despise  the  man 
who  would  say  it;  and  1  go  further  and  say  that 
of  each  five  hundred  soldiers  which  Pennsylvania 
has  sent  there  is  not  one  in  whose  bosom  a  nobler 
heart  does  not  pulsate  than  ever  beat  in  the  breast 
of  him  who  would  drag  them  down  to  a  base 
level  with  himself.     [Applause.] 

Sir,  I  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  refer  to  these 
personalities.  I  do  not  fear  the  soldier.  He  never 
has  offered  me  offense,  and  I  do  not  believe  he 
ever  will.  I  have  a  high  regard  for  his  intelli- 
gence and  his  valor;  he  can  distinguish  between 
his  real  and  his  pretended  friends.  He  can  dis- 
tinguish between  his  triMS  friends  and  those  who, 
with  prefessionson  their  lips,  vote  always  against 
either  increasing  his  wages  or  to  ministering 
to  his  wants  when  he  is  actually  in  distress.  I 
have  in  my  hand  the  letter  of  a  soldier,  and  I 
propose  to  read  it.  I  received  it  this  morning,  and 
it  is  but  one  of  many  which  I  have  been  receiving 
daily  since  last  Monday  morning,  and  in  appro- 
bation of  the  position  I  have  taken.  The  soldier 
says: 

Battery '-,  ^pril  13,  1864. 

Sir:  Will  you  be  so  kind  us  to  send  to  the  subscriber 
two  or  three  copies  of  your  speech  of  Friday  last  if  you 
have  it  in  pamphlet  form,  and  much  ob-lige  a  soldier  who 
fights  for  free  government,  free  speecli,  and  the  Constitution 
as  it  is  .'  , 

With  respect,  I  remain,  yours,  sincerely, 

Hon.  A.  Long. 

The  name  of  the  battery,  company,  and  State 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  location,  are  all  given; 
and  I  may  here  say,that  his  State  is  ably  rep- 
resented on  both  sides  of  this  Chamber.  I  omit 
to  give  his  name,  company,  &c.,  lest  he  might 
be  reprimanded   by  his  superior  officers. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  COX.  I  make  my  motion  now  to  lay  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Broomall]  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  a  bill  providing  internal  rev- 
enue, in  order  to  have  it  printed. 

Mr.  COX.  1  ask  my  friend  over  the  way  to 
allow  my  colleague  [Mr.  Long]  to  proceed  to  the 
conclusion  of  his  remarks.  How  much  time  does 
my  colleague  want.' 

Mr.  LONG      Fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  COX.  My  colleague  wants  only  fifteen 
minutes  to  conclude  his  defense. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  hope  the  request  will  be 
granted. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  LONG.  I  thank  gentlemen  for  extend- 
ing my  time.  I  shall  be  very  brief  in  my  con- 
cluding remarks. 

Now,  sir,  I  appi-ehend  that  gentlemen  upon  that 
side  of  the  House  have  mistaken  the  character  of 
the  American  people.  I  am  satisfied  that  they  have 
placed  too  low  an  estimate  upon  their  patriotism 
and  intelligence  when  they  undertake  to  shut  out 
from  them  free  speech  u])on  this  floor,  I  am 
willing  to  trust  them  with  the  largest  liberty;  and 
I  venture  to  say  that  had  it  not  been  for  interfer- 
ing with  free  speech,  had  it  not  been  for  opening 
the  door  of  the  bjisiilc  for  jncarceruiing  men  for 


doing  what  we  have  been  doing  here  to-day,  we 
should  have  been  in  abetter  condition  to-day, our 
Government  would  have  been  more  prosperous, 
and  we  would  have  been  nearer  the  restoration  of 
the  Union. 

If  this  principle  is  to  be  carried  out,  why  allow 
the  papei-s  from  Richmond  to  come  through  the 
lines,  and  their  articles  to  be  copied  into  our  pa- 
pers and  circulated  throughout  the  land  ?  Why 
are  you  not  willing  to  allow  the  people  to  have 
light.'  Why  do  you  propose  to  keep  them  in 
darkness.'  You  call  upon  them  to  respond  in 
taxes  and  in  men  to  carry  on  this  war.  While 
you  ask  that  of  ih(!m,  they  want  to  know  what 
you  propose  to  do;  they  want' to  know  how  you 
are  going  to  terminate  this  war;  and  they  want 
free  discussion  and  free  debate.  I  am  willing  to 
trust  them.  You  all  think  about  these  matters; 
if  you  do  not  you  are  not  up  to  the  high  mission 
you  arc  charged  with  in  coming  here.  If  you  have 
not  reflected  how  you  are  going  to  terminate  this 
issue,  if  you  have  no  programme,  if  you  are  afraid 
of  free  discussion,  if  you  are  afraid  of  the  expres- 
sions of  our  sentiments,  you  are  not  discharging 
the  duty  of  American  statesmen. 

I  have  risked  my  connection  with  my  party, 
for  they  have  denounced  me,  but  1  have  done 
what  1  considered  to  be  my  duty  fearlessly  and 
candidly.  I  am  not  willing  to  believe,  so  far  aa 
I  am  concerned,  that  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  House  will  strike  down  free  sjieech  in 
my  person. 

I  have  heard  reference  made  to  a  number  of 
noble  Englishmen  when  our  grandfatliers  were 
struggling,  as  mine  were,  upon  the  battle-field  to 
achieve  our  liberties  here.  I  have  already  heard 
quoted  upon  this  floor  what  they  said,  but  I  have 
one  quotation  which  I  desire  to  make  which  haa 
not  been  referred  to.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence  there  was 
almost  a  unanimity  among  the  English  people; 
the  Parliament  was  united,  and  the  ministers  car- 
ried their  measures  by  a  vote  of  more  than  three 
fourths  of  the  mennbers  of  that  body.  And,  sir, 
in  the  discussion  of  an  address  in  answer  to  the 
Crown,  Mr.  Fox  used  this  language: 

"  It  has  been  said  that  we  are  reduced  to  the  dilemma  of 
conquering  or  abandoning  America.  If  that  be  the  altern- 
ative, I  am  for  abanilonnient." 

Now,  sir,  when  was  that  said  .'  It  was  said  in 
October  or  November,  1776,  after  the  battle  of 
Long  Island  and  the  capture  of  the  city  of  New 
York  by  British  arms.  It  was  said,  sir,  at  a  time 
when  everything  looked  favorable  to  the  subju- 
gation of  the  colonies  upon  this  continent  by  the 
British  Government.  Mr.  Fox  had  the  manhood 
to  rise  in  the  British  Parliament  at  that  time  and 
declare  that  if  the  alternative  was  presented  be- 
tween conquering  the  colonies  or  abandoning 
them,  he  was  for  abandonment;  and  who  ever 
heard  of  a  resolution  offered  for  censuring  him.' 
As  early  in  the  history  of  the  Revolution  us  1777 
Mr.  Pitt  used  similar  language  in  reference  to  the 
colonies.  He  said  that  in  order  to  save  the  body 
he  was  willing  to  amputate  the  limbs,  and  let  the 
colonies  go.  Who  ever  denounced  or  censured 
him  for  using  that  language.' 

Again,sir,  hear  the  language  of  Lord  Chatham 
on  the  same  subject.     He  said: 

.  "The  desperate  slate  of  our  arms  abroad  is  in  part  known. 
No  man  thinks  more  highly  of  them  than  I  do  ;  [  love  and 
honor  the  English  troops ;  i  know  thi'ir  virtues  and  tlirtr 
valor;  I  know  they  can  achieve  anything  except  impossi- 
bilities; and  I  know  that  the  eonqu(^st  of  English  America 
is  an  impossihilitxj.  You  cannot,  (  V(!UU!(<-'  to  say  il,  yoo 
CANNOTconquer  America."  *■  *  *  *  "My 
LORDS,  1/ou  CANNOT  coni/uer  .America,"  *  *  *  • 
"As  to  conquest,  therelbre,  my  lords,  I  repeat  it  is  impos- 
sible. You  may  swell  i^vory  expense  and  eyery  eft'ort  still 
more  e.\travagatitly;  pil';  and  accniniilate  every  assistaitce 
you  can  tmy  or  borrow  ;  liathc  and  barter  with  every  liltla 
pitiful  GeniinM  princu  that  sells  liissulijoots  tn  the  shambles 
of  a  foreign  prince;  your  eftbrts  aro  forever  vain  and  im- 
potent—doubly so  from  tills  mercenary  aid  on  which  you 
rely ;  for  it  irritates,  to  an  incurable  resentmont,  the  mindi 
of  your  enemies — to  overrun  them  with  the  moreen.iry  son* 
of  rapine  and  plunder;  devoting  them  and  lliiMr  posses- 
sions to  the  rapacity  of  hireling  cruelty  !  If  1  were  an 
Aniorlcan,  as  I  am  lin  Snglishmnn,  while  a  foreign  troop 
was  landed  ill  my  country,  1  never  would  lay  down  my 
amis— never,  never,  never." 
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Wlio  evor  liearilor a  resolution  of  pxptilsioii  or 
censure  of  him  for  the  utterance  of  those  senti- 
ments? Tiiese  men  might  have  Ijpen  mistaken. 
Time  and  events  have  proved  tliat  they  were  cor- 
rect, and  that  they  appreciated  tiie  magnitude  of 
the  great  issue  in  whieli  their  country  was  in- 
volved. But  whether  they  wererigiu  or  wrong, 
whether  mistaken  or  not,  the  British  Parliament 
tolerated  that  diflerence  of  opinion  and  maintained 
the  freedom  of  speech.  Sir,  are  we  less  enlight- 
ened to-day,  are  our  people  not  as  intelligent  as 
the  English  people  were  then  .'  Can  they  not  dis- 
criminate between  the  trutii  and  error.'  Cannot 
they  draw  the  line  hetween  patriotism  and  trea- 
son .'  Can  they  not  rise,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Rollins]  said,  above  party  poli- 
tics and  look  to  the  interests  of  their  country.' 
They  can  judge  vvheiher  a  man  discussing  these 
jjreal  questions  is  right  or  wrong.  But,  sir, give 
Jiim  free  speech;  do  not  strike  him  down  in  llie 
American  Congress;  do  )i()t  strike  him  tlown  in 
this  enlightened  age,  in  thi;  middle  of  this  nine- 
teenth century,  when  we  boast  of  our  free  speech 
and  pride  ourselv(>s  upon  our  intelligence  and  dis- 
criminating justice.  Let  the  people  decide.  Let 
us  go  to  the  people,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Smith]  ]iroposed.  Let  the  discus- 
sion commence  here  and  lei  it  extend  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

This  great  question  must  be  discns.sed.  You 
may  strike  me  down  for  having  dared  to  approach 
it  upon  this  lloor — you  have  the  power  in  point 
of  numbers  to  do  so — but  the  eyes  ofilie  American 
people  are  upon  you  ajid  will  hold  you  to  an  ac- 
count for  havingsiirteil  I'reespeech  and  the  freedom 
of  debate  in  the  Halls  of  llie  American  Congress. 
The  cant  about  loyalty  has  served  to  conceal 
your  designs  and  shut  out  discussion  long  enough. 
The  people  demand  light.  They  have  been  pa- 
tient, patriotic,  and  enduring  beyond  measure; 
they  are  still  so;  but  they  want  to  know  what  the 
final  result  of  all  this  sacrifice  of  men  and  treasure 
is  to  be,  and  what  form  of  government  they  are  to 
live  under  hereafter.  The  discussion  of  these  ques- 
tions is  more  important  to  them  than  who  shall 
be  elected  President  next  November. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  COX.  1  now  renew  my  motion  to  lay  the 
amendn)ent  on  ihe  taLJe. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  permission  to  report 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a  bill  to 
provide  internal  revenue  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment, to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and 
for  other  purposes,  with  a  view  to  having  it 
printed  and  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday 
next  after  the  morning  hour,  and  from  day  to  day 
until  di.sposed  of. 

Mr.  COX.  We  iiave  no  objection,  if  it  can  be 
printed  in  ihe  mean  time. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  It  will  be  printed  by  to-mor- 
row night. 

Mr.  KNAPP.  I  object  to  its  being  made  a 
spe<-ial  order.  [Cries  of  "  Oh  no!"  from  the 
Democratic  side  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
make  it  a  special  order,  and  ask  merely  that  the 
report  be  received  and  be  printed.  I  will  then 
auk  that  it  ho  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

No  objection  lieing  made,  the  bill  wa.s  read  a 
first  and  second  lime  by  its  title,  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  its  further  consideration  was.  post- 
poned until  Tuesday  next,  after  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  COX.     I  now  make  the  motion  to  lay  the 
aniendinenl  on  the  table. 
•      Thp.SFE\KERj>ro  tempore.  The  Chair  would 
inform  tlu;  gentleman  fronri  Ohio  that  there  is  no 
Bmendment  pending. 

Mr.  COX.  I  had  overlooked  the  fact  that  the 
Speakei-  had  accepted  the  amcndnnnit  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Hroomall.]  I 
move,  then,  to  lay  tlic  resolution  on  thi;  table,  and 
on  that  motion  1  d("maiul  the  yeas  ami  naya. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  wish  to  say  to  my  friend 
from  Ohio  that  it  was  the  uinler.standing  upon 
this  aide  of  the  House  that  if  the  Speake-r  desired 
to  reply  to  the  speech  of  the  menibir  from  the 
second  district  of  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  he  should 
have  nn  opportunity  lo  do  so.  1  hope  that  op- 
portunity will  be  cxiondi-d  10  him  now. 

Mr.  COLF.\X.  Mr.  Speaker, experience  ha.H 
warned  m<.'  not  lo  uslc  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House.      I  decline  to  a.sk  it.. 

The  quesiioii  was  lukeii  on  Mr.  (lox's  moii<m; 


and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  70,  nays 
79;  as  follows: 

VE.AS—Mesr-rt.  James  V.  Allen,  Willimn  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona,  Augustus  V.  Baldwin,  Francis  V.  Blair,  Bliss, 
James  S.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Ch.mler,  Clay,  Cof 
Irotli,  Cox,  Oaveiis,  D.iwson,  Dojiison,  Eden,  Elilridge, 
Finck,  G;ni.';on,  Glider,  Hall,  Harding,  Harriii(;ton,  Benja- 
min G.  Harris,  Herricls,  llolman,  Hutcliins,  Philip  Jolin- 
fon,  VVilliiun  Jolnison,  ICallificiscli,  Kernan,  King.  Knapp, 
Law,  Lazear,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McICinney, 
William  H.  Miller,  James  K.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson, 
Noble,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Rad- 
I'ord,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rol- 
lins, Ross,  Scott,  Stcbbins,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G. 
Steele,  StroHse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Voorliees,  Ward,  Wheeler, 
Cliilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  While,  Winiield,  Fernando 
Wood,  and  Yeannin— 7U. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alky,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderspn,  Ar- 
nold, Ashley,  Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Ba.Kter,  Bcaman, 
Blaino,  Boutwoll,  I5oyd,  Brnomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  llawes,  Deming,  Orig^s,  Dumont, 
Ecklcy,  Faraswonh,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Higbyj 
Hoopi.T,  Hotchkiss,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jcnckes,  Juliaii, 
Kas.^on,  K.lley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg, 
]>onn,  LoMgfctar,  Maivin,  MeUride,  McClurg,  Metniloe, 
Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orlh,  Perham, 
I'ike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  U.  Randall,  Alexander  H. 
Rice,  John  H.  Uic",  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sdienck,  Slian- 
non.  Sloan,  Smith,  Sinitliers,-  Starr,  Stevens,  'J'hayer, 
Thomas,  Upson,  Van  ValkiMiburgh,  Elihu  \i.  Waslibnrne, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Web.ster,  VVhaley,  Williams,  Wil- 
der, Wilson,  VViinloin,aiul  Wondbridge — it). 

So  the  preamble  and  resolutions  were  not  laid 
upon  the  table. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  HtUOBARD,  of  Iowa,  stated  that  he  was 
paiied  off  with  iMr.  Middleton. 

Mr.  ANCONA  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Stiles,  was  paired  off  with  his  olher  colleague, 

Mr.   MOORHEAD. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

The  SPEAKER jorojei)!;)o?-e  stated  that  the  vote 
would  be  taken  fii-sl  upon  the  first  resolution,  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  said  Alexander  Long,  a  Representative 
from  tile  second  district  of  Ohio,  bo,  and  he  is  hereby,  de- 
clared to  be  an  unworthy  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  COX.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  censuring  the  New  York  Repub- 
lican pafiers  that  have  condemned  these  proceed- 
ings.'    [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  ;)ro  tempore.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  first  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  80,  nays  69;  as  follows: 

YE.'VS— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Asliley,  Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Boulwell,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Creswell,  ]>awes,  Deming,  Driggs,  Dninont,  Eekley,  Farns- 
worth,  Frank,  Garlield,  Goochj  Grinnell,  Higby,  Hooper, 
Hotelikiss,  Jolm  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Long- 
year,  f.Iarvin,  McBride,  McClnrg,  Menidoe,  Samuel  F. 
iMiller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Airios  Myers,  Leonard  My- 
ers, Nortoji, Charles  O'Neill,  Ortli,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike, 
PoincMoy,  Price,  William  IJ.  Randall,  Ale.xander  H.  Rice, 
John  II.  Rice, Edward  H.  Rollins, Sclienck, Shannon, Sloan, 
Smith,  Sniithers,  Starr,  Stevens,  'I'hayer,Thomas,  Upson, 
Van  Valkenburgli,  Elihu  B.  Washbiinie, William  B.  Wash- 
burn, Webster,  VVlialoy,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  and 
VVoodbridg(^— bU. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
eona.  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  James 
S.Iirown,  William  G.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,Colfiotli,  Co.v, 
(Cravens,  Dawson,  Dcnison,  Eden,  Eldriilge,  Finck,  Gaii- 
son,  Gridcr,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  IJeiijainin  (;.  Harris, 
Herriek,IIoliii.-iii,llntcliins,  William  Johnson,  Kallifleiseh, 
Kernan,  King,  Knapp,  I,aw,  Lazear,  .^lalloiy,  Marev,  Mc- 
Dowell, McKinnev.  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  jlorris, 
Morrison,  Nelson,  Nobli;,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton, 
Perry,  Pruyn,  P^adford,  Samuel  J.Randall,  Robinson,  Rog- 
ers. James  S.  UoUins,  Kossr,  Scott,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Steele, 
William  G.  Steele,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Voorhecs, 
Ward,  Wheeler,  Cliilton  A.  While,  Joseph  W.  White, 
Winiield,  Fi^nando  Wood,  and  Yeamaii— 09. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  W.  J.  ALLEN  asked  leave  to  explain  his 
vote. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Debate  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  FENTON  again  stateil  that  he  was  paired 
ofl"  wiih  Mr.  Wadswoutii,  otherwise  he  would 
have  voted  ay. 

Mr.  ECKLEY  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Si>ALi>iMG,  was  paired  ort"  with  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  vote  wnM  announced  as  above  recorded. 


'  Mr.  COLFAX  moved  to  reconsider  ihe  vole 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  lo  reconsider  on  tlie 
tabic. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  inasmuch  as 
the  first  resolution  is  adopted  and  tlic  second  is  of 
no  practical  moment,  I  move  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table.  " 

Mr.  COX.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  second 
resolution. 

It  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  shall  read  these  resolutions 
to  the  said  Alexander  Long  during  the  session  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  desire  to  know  whether  laying  this  resolution 
on  the  table  would  carry  anything  further  with  it? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  In  the  op.inion 
of  the  Chair  it  would  not,  the  first  resolution 
having  been  adopted. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  At  the  request  of  several  gen- 
tlemen around  me,  I  will,  if  tliere  15e  no  objection, 
withdraw  the  last  resolution. 

Mr.  VOORHEES  and  others,  on  the  Demo- 
cratic side  of  the  House,  objected. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Wel!,i<i"r,  1  withdraw  my  re- 
quest to  withdraw  the  resolution. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SEi^TE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  was  received,  by 
Mr.  HiCKEY,  their  Chief  Clerk,  informing  tlie 
House  that  the  Senate  liave  passed  bills  of  tlic 
House  of  the  following  titles: 

All  act  (No.  297)  fixing  the  d{(te  of  the  loss  of 
the  United  States  brig  Bainbridge,  and  forthe  re- 
lief of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  same, 
ami  for  olher  purposes; 

Joint  resolution  (No.  13)  tendering  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Admiral  Porter; 

Joint  resolution  (No.  21)  relative  to  the  ac- 
counts of  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  others,  of  the 
crew  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Cincinnati; 

Joint  resolution  (No.  54)  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  sell  at  public  auction  lot 
No.  13  in  the  village  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  New 
York;  and 

An  act  (No..  14|)  to  enable  the  people  of  Ne- 
braska to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  adinission  of  such  State  into 
the  Urrion  on  an  equal  footing  wiili  the  original 
States. 

Also,  the  following,  with  amendments,  in  which 
he  was  directed  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the 
House: 

An  act  (No.  151)  making  appropriations  for 
the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1865; 

An  act  (No.  206)  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the 
establishment  of  certain  arsenals; 

An  act  (No.  303)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade  of  line  offi- 
cers of  United  States  Navy,"  approved  July  16, 
1862;  and 

An  act  (No.  370)  to  appoint  certain  officers  of 
the  Navy. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  and 
joint  resolution  of  the  following  titles;  in  which 
lie  was  directed  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the 
House: 

An  act  (No.  187)  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  her  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  and  Puget  Sound  Agricultural 
Companies;  and 

Joint  resolution  (No.  35)  to  compensate  the 
sailors  on  the  gunboat  Baron  de  Kalb  for  loss  of 
clothing. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  report 
ilinittee 
of  the 
House  (No.  15)  to  providi;  a  leiwporary  govern- 
ment for  the  territory  of  Montana. 

PROPOSED  K.XPULSION  OF  A  MEMBER AGAIN. 

The  quesiion  recurred  on  the  motion  lo  lay  the 
second  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COX  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

'i'lio  (pieslion  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  71,  nays  69;  as  follows: 

YEAS—Mossrs.  James  C.    Allen,    William   J.    Allen, 

Am 1,    llailv,  Aufnisius  C.    Baldwin,   Bliss,   James   K. 

Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Chanler.  (lay,  Collrotli,  Cox, 
l)aw,;oi),  Dcnison,  I'lbii,  F.ldiidge,  r  inek,Gansoii,  Gridcr, 
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Hall,   Harding,   Hariiiiaiton,    Beiijaiiiiii   G.    Harris,  Her- 

ik'k,  Iliiliiiiui,  Hiitcliiii--,  William  Joliiisoii,  Kalhfleiscli, 
Ki-nian,  Kiiif;,  Kimpii,  I, aw,  L,azear,  Mallory,  Maroy, 
McDowell,  MiICiiMiry,  Williiiiii  H.  Miller,  JaniKS  11.  Mor- 
ris, MiirrisDM,  Nelson,  Nolile,  Odell,  Joliii  O'Neill,  I'eiulle- 
toii.  Perry,  I'myji.  ItiKH'nrd,  SaniuelJ.  Randall,  William  H. 
Raiidall,  Uol)iiison,  lingers,  James  S.  Kolliiis,  Ross,  Scolt, 
Siuilli,  atehbins,  John  U.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele, 
Siroiise,  Slunrt,'  Sweat,  Voorliees,  Ward,  Wehster, 
Wheeler,  Cliiitoii  A.  White,  Josepli  W.  White,  Winfield, 
Fernando  Wood,  and  Yeamaii — 71. 

NAV'S— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Joliii  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beamai:,  Blaine,  Bout- 
well,  Boyd,  Ambrose  VV.  Clark,  Colib,CoIc,  Dawes,  Dem- 
iiig,  Driuj^s,  Dumont,  EeUlev,Faniswortlr,  Frank,  Garfield, 
Grinnell,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotclikiss,  John  H.  Hubbard, 
Jenekes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kellcy,  Francis  VV.  KellogtS 
Orlando  Kellogj,  Loan,  Longyear,  Alarvin,  MeBride, 
IMcClurg,  Mclndoe,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Ortli,  I'alterson,  Perliam,  Pike, 
Pomcroy,  Price,  Alexander  II.  Rice,  John  II.  Rici:, 
Seheiiek,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smithers,  Starr,  Stevens, 
Thayer,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgli,  Elihu  B.  VVasliburne, 
William  B.  VVashburh,  Wilder,  WiLsOii,  Windoni,  anci 
Woodbridge— 69. 

So  tlio  second  resolution  was  laid  on   the  tabic. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  to  i-econsider  tlie  vote 
by  wliicli  tho  resolution  was  laid  on  tlie  table; 
and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table. 

Tlie  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  demand  the  pi-evious  ques- 
tion on  the  preamble. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  [lOLMAN.  I  call  for  a  division  of  the 
question  on  the  preamble.   ' 

'I'lic  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  preamble 
will  be  read,  and  llie  gentleman  will  designate  the 
point  at  which  he  proposes  it  shall  be  divided. 

The  Clerk  read  the  preamble, 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  divis- 
ible, and  i  withdraw  my  call  for  a  division. 

Mr.  COX.  1  think  it  is  very  properly  divis- 
ible by  sirikingout  all  after  "  whereas"and  leav- 
ing that  standing.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  preamble. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  alfirniiitive — yeas  78,  nays  63;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson, Arnold, 
Asliley,  Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brooniall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Creswell,  Dawes,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley, Frank, Garfield, 
Good], Grinnell,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotclikiss,  John  H.  Hub- 
l)aril,  Jenekes,  Julian,  Ivassoii,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
iJrhindo  ICellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  Mc- 
Chirg,  Melndoe,  SainuiM  F.  Miller,Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton, Charles  O'Neill,  Orth, 
I'atterson,  Perliam,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  II.  Ran- 
dall, Alexander  II.  Rioe,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rol- 
lins, Sclienck,  .Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Starr, 
Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Upson,  VanValkeuburgli,  Elihu 
B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Whaley, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  and  Woodbridge — 78. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Jaines  S.  Brown,  Wil- 
liam G.  Brown,  Clianlcr,  Clay,  Cotlroih,  Cox,  Dawson, 
Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Gaiison,  Grider,  Hall, 
Hariling,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  llolman,  Hutohins, 
William  Julmson,  Kalbfleisch,  Kernan,  Kiiapp,  Law,  La- 
•/.ear,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McKinney,  William  H.  Miller, 
James  U.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell,  John 
O'Ncull,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pniyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Ran- 
dall, Robinson,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross.  Scott.  Steb- 
hins,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Strouse,  Stuart, 
Voorliees,  Ward,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  While,  Joseiili  W. 
White,  Winfield,  Fernando  Wood,  and  Yeanian— 6J. 

So  the  preamble  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  COLFAX  moved  to  reconsider  tlie  vote 
by  which  the  preamble  wa.s  adopted;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INDIAN    APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore,  by  unanimous 
consent,  laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  recommending 
nn  appropriation  for  the  Sioux  and  Winnebago 
Indians  of  the  upper  Missouri,  removed  from 
Missouri;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Mean.s,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
PltOIIIlJITION    OF    GOLD  SALES. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  consent  to  report  from 
tlie  Commitieo  of  Ways  and  Meansabill  to  pro- 
hibit certain  sales  of  gold. 

Mr.  COX.     I  object  to  that  bill. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

'I'he  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  60,  noes  64. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  liopo  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  will  withdraw  his  objection  to  this  bill. 


Mr.  COX.  1  cannot;  and  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  58,  noes  54. 

And  the  House  accordingly  (at  five  o'clock  and 
forty  minutes,  p.  m.)  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  ^pril  15,  1864. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

•  Mr.  DOOLITTLE  presented  seven  memorials 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  in 
favor  of  the  establishment  of  certain  mail  routes 
in  that  State;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  such  a  modification  of 
the  interna!  revenue  law  as  will  place  the  capital 
invested  in  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments on.  a  level  with  capital  invested  in  other 
branches  of  business;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  |>r(>setitcd  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1864,  giving  a  bounty  of  §100  to  wounded 
soldiers  discharged  fiom  the  service  before  the 
expiration  of  two  years  from  the  time  of  their 
enlistment;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  tho  memorial  of 
officers  of  tho  Peru  and  Chicago  Railway  Com- 
pany, remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the 
Goodyear  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcan- 
ized India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
president  of  the  Providence,  Warren,  and  Bristol 
Railroad  Company,  remonstrating  against  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Goodyear  patent  for  till!  manufac- 
ture of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

Mr.  DIXON  presented  a  memorial  of  the  pres- 
ident of  the  Housatonic  Railroad  Company,  re- 
monstrating against  the  extension  of  the  Good- 
year jiatent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized 
India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  COWAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Alleghany  Valley  Railroad  Company, 
remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the  Good- 
year patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized 
India  rubber;  wliich  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  a  mernorial  of  the 
president  of  the  New  York  and  New  Haven  Rail- 
road Company, anda  memorial  of  the  Nev/ York, 
Providence,  and  Boston  Railroad  Company,  re- 
monstrating against,  the  extension  of  the  Good- 
year patent  for  the  manufaciui-e  of  vulcanized 
India  rubber;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee mi  Patents  and  the  Pate-nt  Office. 

Mr.  HARRIS  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Rensselaer  and  Saratoga  Railroad  Company,  re- 
monstrating against  tho  extension  of  the  Good- 
year patent  fur  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized 
India  rubber;  wliich  was  referi'ed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  the  petition  of  James 
R.  Baylis,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  praying  for 
an  appropriation  to  enable  him  to  test,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  \us  in- 
vention of  an  improved  "cone  propeller;"  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Cleveland  and  Toledo  Railroad  Company,  a  me- 
morial of  the  Bellefoutaine  Railroad  Company, 
and  a  memorial  of  the  Cincinnati  and  Zuiiesville 
Railroad  Coifipany,  remonstrating  against  the 
extension  of  the  Goodyear  patent  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Pat- 
ent Office. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Lex- 
ington and  Frankfort  Railroad  Company,  remon- 
strating against  the  extension  of  the  Goodyear 
])atent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India 
rubber;  v,^hichwas  referrcil  to  the  Committee  ou 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  CLARK  presented  additional  j>apers  re- 


lating to  the  memorial  of  Alfred  Spink  and  Daniel 
Wolf;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW  presented  additional  pa- 
pers relating  to  the  petition  of  Rhoda  Wolcott; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  I  have  on  my 
desk  a  petition  in  the  following  words: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie  United 
States  in  Congress  assctnhled: 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  believ- 
ing slavery  the  great  cause  of  the  present  rebellion,  and  an 
institution  fatal  to  the  life  of  republican  government,  earn- 
estly pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  immediately  abolish  it 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  to  adopt  mea^llres  for  so 
amending  the  Constituiion  as  forever  to  prohibit  its  exist- 
ence in  any  portion  of  our  common  country. 

This  petition  is  signed  by  forty-one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighteen  men  and  women,  com- 
ing from  all  of  the  free  States,  and  some  of  them 
also  from  slave  States,  as  follows:  Louisiana, 
Maryland,  Florida,  and  South  Carolina.  From 
Pennsylvanis  there  are  more  than  fifteen  thou- 
sand petitioners;  from  New  York  more  than  eight 
thousand.  I  will  not  read  the  list.  As  one  part  of 
the  prayer  of  this  petition  is  still  before  a  com- 
mittee of  this  body,  I  ask  that  the  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  that  committee — the  select  committee 
on  slavery  and  fieedmen. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  reference  will 
be  made. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  beg  leave  to  present  a 
memorial  of  the  colored  citizens  and  tax-payers 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  who  say  that  they 
are  tax-[iayers  to  no  inconsiderable  amount,  but 
have  no  voice  in  the  disposition  of  the  proceeds 
of  their  labor;  that  their  loyalty  has  never  been 
questioned;  that  they  have  in  the  field  two  regi- 
ments of  volunteers,  and  a  third  is  in  the  course 
of  formation;  and  they  respectfully  presenttheir 
claims  for  the  right  of  suffrage.  As  that  subject 
is  under  consideration  before  the  Senate,  I  move 
that  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  (notion  was  agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  William  Rullniaii  haveleave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  other  papers  troni  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

REPORTS  FROAl  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HALE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  were  releri'ed  [mpers  relating  to 
the  naval  services  of  Captain  S.  B.  Bissell,  of  (he 
CJiiited  States  Navy, asked  to  be  discharged  from 
their  further  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  to  print 
one  thousand  copies  of  the  report  of  the  engi- 
neer of  the  Washington  aqueduct,  reported  in 
favor  of  ]iriiUiiio;  the  same. 

I'lie  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  H:ENDRlCKS,'from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a  joint  resolution 
(S.  No.  8)  for  the  relii?f  of  the  Slate  of  Wiscon- 
sin, reported  it  with  an  ainendiiient,and  submit- 
ted a  refiort;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R, 
No.  119)  to  regulate  the  admeasurement  of  ton- 
nage of'shi|i3  and  ves>iels  of  the  United  States, 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  peTition  of  Jane  B. 
Carver,  widow  of  Rev.  Robert  Carver,  chaplain 
of  the  seventh  regiment  of  Massachusetts  volun- 
teers, have  directed  me  to  report  the  same  back  and 
to  ask  that  the  committee  be  discharged  fron)  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition,  a  general  law 
nov/  having  been  passed  which  will  meet  the  peti- 
tioner's case. 

'I'he  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  ]ietiiion  of  Susan  W.  Duninore, 
widow  of  Rev.  George  W.  Dmimore,  chaplain  of 
the  first  regiment  of  Wiscon.sin  cavalry,  [iiaying 
for  a  pension,  have  instructed  me  to  asl{  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideruiioii  of  the  petition,  fur  the  same  reason. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  certain  soldiers,  set- 
ting forth  that  they  volunteered  and  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of 
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nine  months  in  tl»c  autumn  of  18C2,  and  that  at 
the  time  of  their  enlistment  they  understood  and 
believed  that  they  were  to  receive  a  bounty  of 
twenty-five  doMars  wlien  mustered  into  service, 
according  to  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  July 
17,  1862i  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same 
back,  and  to  ask  that  the  committee  may  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration,  and  that 
it  may  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  and  the  Militia,  it  being,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  committee,  more  proper  to  be  disposed  of 
by  that  committee  than  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 
The  report  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS INTUODDCED. 

Mr.  HOWARD  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
235)  to  amend  the  statute  of  limitations  now  in 
force  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  .Tudiciary. 

Mr.  FOSTER  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (S.No.43)  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  the  late  Captain  Daniel  Hebard,  of 
the  United  States  volunteers;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

BILL  RECOMMITTED, 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  House  bill  No.  371,  for 
the  relief  of  the  settlers  upon  certain  lands  in 
California,  has  been  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  to  the  Senate  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  it  pass.  1  think  a  further  investigation 
of  the  bill  by  the  committee  will  save  the  time  of 
the  Senate.  L  therefore  move  that  it  be  recom- 
miltful  to  ilie  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  ob- 
jection, the  bill  will  be  considered  as  before  the 
Senate,  and  that  reference  will  be  made. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  PROPERTY    BY  TUB  ARMY. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  ask  leave  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims.  On 
ihe  11th  uf  February  last  a  bill  (S.  No.  113)  to 
provide  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  claims 
against  the  Government  for  injury  or  destruction 
of  property  by  the  Army  of  the  United  States  or 
by  military  authority  dnringlhe  present  rebellion, 
and  for  settling  the  claims  of  Kentucky  against 
ihe  United  States,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims.  I  desire  to  ask  the  chairman  of  that 
cr)mmittee  when  the  committee  will  probably  re- 
port the  bill.  It  is  now  upward  of  two  months 
since  It  was  referred  to  that  committee.  It  is  an 
important  bill  to  sundry  of  the  Stales, and  I  should 
be  obliged  to  him  and  his  committee,  for  myself 
and  for  my  people,  if  they  would  make  an  early 
report  upon  it. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  think  we  shall  be  able  soon 
to  conie  to  the  consideration  of  that  bill.  I'lie 
Committee  on  Claims  keep  a  regular  docket  of 
the  matters  referred  to  them  and  take  them  up  in 
their  order.  I  think  we  have  very  nearly  worked 
up  to  that  bill,  and  we  shall  take  it  up  in  its 
order. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  That  is  a  very  satisfactory  an- 
swer, to  be  sure. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  tiiink  we  shall  reach  it  very 
soon. 

LOUIS  ROBERTS. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  move  to  take  up  the 
bill  (S.  No.  234)  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Roberts. 

The  motion  was  aijreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
rend  a  second  lime  and  consid(M-i-d  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  tiie  Whole.  It  (liri'cts  llie  Secretary  of  the 
Trea.sm-y  to  pay  to  Louis  Rolx'rts  the  sum  of 
$2,74(7  99,  that  being  the  amount  of  money  ad- 
vuticed  by  him,  out  of  his  own  means,  to  replace 
certain  Iiidinn  indemnity  goods  accidentally  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  November,  1S55,  while  being 
transported  by  him  from  St.  Paul,  IMinnesota,  to 
Redwood  Agency,  for  R.  G.  Murphy,  United 
Stales  Indian  agent  for  the  Sioux  Indians  in  Min- 
nesota. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordured  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  rcud  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

'  JOSEPH  FORD. 

Mr.  HAIJ.p.lR,  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
'.(•cd  tothc  considcrati^jn  of  House  bill  No.  228. 


The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  VVhole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (H.R.  No.  228)  confirming  the 
title  of  Joseph  Ford  to  certain  lands  in  Rice  coun- 
ty, Minnesota. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  only  to  say  that  there 
is  no  precedent,  I  think,  in  the  laws  of  tlie  United 
States  for  any  such  grant. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Ig  there  a  report  accom- 
panying the  bill  ? 

Mr.  HARRIS.     Y.  s,  sir. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  have  it 
read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  report.  Itappcairs  that 
in  tiie  year  1855  Joseph  Ford,  the  memorialist, 
filed  a  preemption  claim  to  the  south  half  of  the 
northeast  quarter,  and  the  southeast  quarter  of 
the  northwest  quarter, and  the  northwest  quarter 
of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  six  in  town- 
ship one  hundred  and  eleven  of  range  nineteen  in 
Rice  county,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  contain- 
ing one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  In  the 
year  1858  Ford  purchased,  in  good  faith,  a  land- 
warrant  (No.  77868)  for  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  paid  for  the  same  the  sum  of  ^200;  and 
under  it  he  located  and  entered  the  lands  above 
described  in  the  land  office  at  Henderson,  Min- 
nesota, which  entry  was  approved  and  allowed 
by  the  Land  Oflice.  Subsequently  he  expended 
about  twelve  hundred  dollars  in  improvements 
upon  the  land,  and  put  under  cultivation  a  large 
portion  of  the  whole  and  some  portion  of  each 
forty  acres.  In  March,  1863,  he  was  notified  ihat 
the  warrant  under  wliich  he  had  entered  and  lo- 
cated the  lands  had  been  procured  by  false  and 
forged  )5apers,  and  that  it  had  been  canceled  with 
permission  to  him  to  substitute  a  valid  warrant  of 
the  same  grade,  or  to  enter  the  lands  with  cost 
within  ninety  days  from  the  date  of  such  notice. 
Soon  after  this  Ford  volunteered  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Army,  and  has  been  in  the  military  service 
ever  since;  and  owing  to  the  failure  of  his  crops, 
sickness  in  his  family,  and  the  neglect  of  his  farm, 
consequent  upon  his  going  to  the  war,  he  has 
been,  and  still  is,  unable  to  procure  the  rreans 
wherewith  to  purchase  another  warrant  as  re- 
quired, or  to  enter  the  lands  with  money.  There 
is  every  prospect,  therefore,  that  he  will  lose  his 
lands  and  the  valuable  improvements  which  he 
has  made  unless  Congress  shall  interfere  for  his 
relief. 

This  is  a  case  which,  in  the  ojiinion  of  the 
committee,  presents  the  strongest  appeal  to  the 
generosity  of  the  Government.  A  citizen  of  the 
United  States  who  lias  volunteered  to  serve  in  the 
ranks  in  defense  of  his  country,  who  hns  abnn- 
doned  his  Himily  and  his  houie  for  that  purpose, 
is  in  danger  of  beliokling  liis  linrd-earned  home 
swept  away  from  him, and  his  family  left  without 
shelter  or  means  of  support,  not  by  any  Ca.ixll  of 
his,  but  by  reason  of  the  negligence  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  who  had  issued  and  put 
into  circulation  a  land-warrant  which,  after  it  lias 
been  several  times  sold  and  assigned,  it  is  now 
discovered  was  originally  oblained  by  false  and 
forged  papers.  There  was  nothing  whatever  on 
the  face  of  this  warrant  (o  put  a  purchaser  upon 
his  guard.  It  was  to  all  appearances  as  good  a 
warrant  as  any  issued  by  the  Government.  Ford 
paid  his  money  for  it  in  good  faith,  and  with  it 
purchased  the  house,  which  he;  improved,  and  in 
which  his  family  now  reside.  The  warrant,  it  is 
true,  was  not  a  negotiable  instrument,  but  in  view 
of  the  well-settled  principle  that  where  one  of 
two  parties  must  suffer  from  the  wrongful  and 
fraudulent  act  of  another,  he  shall  lie  made  the 
loser  whose  negligence  gave  occasion  for  the  suc- 
cessful jierpetration  of  the  fraud  rather  than  an 
innocent  person,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether 
Ford's  equity  to  be  protected  against  the  conse- 
quences of  the  negligent  acts  of  the  officers  of 
the  Government  would  not  outweigh  the  h-gal 
title  of  the  United  States.  But  however  this  may 
be,  the  soldier  who  is  away  from  home  engaged 
in  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country  has  a  right 
to  expect  that  that  country  will  not  under  circum- 
stances such  as  these  which  have  been  detailed 
take  from  him  the  last  refuge  of  his  wife  and 
children.  The  committee  therefore  say  that  they 
cannot  hesitate  n  moment  in  recommending  that 
the  United  States  relinquish  all  claim  to  the  lands 
entered  and  located  by  Ford  uiidei  the  warrant, 


and  that  liis  title  thereto  be  fully  and  absolutely 
confirmed. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  the  difference  between  this  case  and  the 
cases  that  ordinarily  arise.  If  a  person  purchases 
a  land-warrant  which  is  a  forgery,  he  takes  it 
upon  his  own  risk;  the  Government  has  never 
issued  the  document;  or  if  he  purchases  a  land- 
warrant  the  assignment  of  which  is  a  forgery, 
he  takes  it  upon  his  own  risk,  for  there  is  no  gen- 
uine instrument  upon  which  he  relies.  But  in 
this  case,  as  1  understand  the  report,  the  warrant 
itself  which  he  purchased  was  a  genuine  one,  but 
the  Government  had  been  misled  by  false  and 
fraudulent  papers  in  issuing  the  warrant;  and,  act- 
ing upon  the  faith  of  the  Government  itself,  the 
party  purchased.  I  think  it  is  different  from  the 
ordinary  cases  which  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  has  been  called  on  to  con- 
sider in  that  respect. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  never  heard  of  this  case 
until  now;  but  as  I  attended  to  the  reading  of  it, 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  case  calling  very  distinctly 
on  us  for  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I  agree  fully 
with  the  distinction  taken  by  the  Senator  from 
Indiana.  The  warrant  was  a  genuine  warrant, 
issued  by  the  Government.  It  was  assigned  and 
passed  into  the  market,  and  was  purcliased  in 
good  faith  by  the  petitioner,  and  used  in  paying 
for  his  land  which  he  entered.  Now  it  may  be 
that  the  Government  can  say,"  We  were  deceived 
by  the  papers  that  were  filed  by  which  this  war- 
rant was  procured  from  us,  and  so  we  are  going 
to  vacate  the  warrant  and  all  the  consequences  of 
entry  under  it."  I  do  not  know  but  that  the  Gov- 
ernment have  power  to  do  that,  but  it  is  a  great 
abuse  of  power.  Nor  do  I  believe  any  court  gov- 
erned by  any  principle  of  justice  would  say  that 
the  Government  could  vacate  a  paper  genuine  on 
its  face  after  it  passed  into  the  market,  and  they 
had  received  it  in  payment  for  their  land.  It  is 
not  because  the  m&n  is  a  soldier  or  because  he  is 
poor,  but  it  is  good  faith  in  this  Government  to 
take  that  paper  which  they  themselves  issued, 
and  which  the  man  honestly  bought.  ^. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  no  personal  interest 
one  way  or  the  other,  nor  do  1  care  personally  ' 
whether  this  bill  shall  pass  or  not.  I  felt  it,  how- 
ever, to  be  my  duty  to  notify  the  Senate  that  it 
would  establish  a  new  class  of  claims.  What  is 
this.'  Somebody  alleges  that  John  Doe  served  the 
United  States  as  a  soldier,  and  forges  his  name  to 
the  papers  and  gets  a  land-warrant  in  his  name, 
and  the  party  to  whom  it  is  delivered  assigns  the 
warrant  and  goes  into  the  market  and  it  is  sold 
to  somebody  else.  John  Doe  was  dead;  he  never 
applied  for  the  warrant  in  fact,  but  somebody  ap- 
))!ied  for  it  in  his  name;  the  whole  thing  is  a  fraud 
from  the  beginning.  It  goes  into  the  market  and 
somebody  attempts  to  locate  it  on  a  piece  of  land, 
and  it  is  returned  to  the  Land  Office.  In  the  mean 
time  the  fraud  is  discovered.  John  Doe,  if  he 
ever  did  serve  as  a  soldier,  was  dead,  and  had  no 
ability  to  apply  for  the  warrant.  Now,  if  Con- 
gress comes  in  and  directs  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  to  authorize  the  location 
of  all  such  land-warrants,  it  will  require  a  very  . 
large  quantity  of  public  lands  to  take  them  up. 
It  will  be  in  fact  making  valid  all  these  warrants. 
There  are  very  lew  of  them  that  arc  rejected  on 
account  of  fraudulent  assignments  that  were  not 
frauds  in  the  beginning,  that  were  not  procured 
on  fraudulent  papers  and  sent  to  the  men  that  per- 
petrated the  fraud  and  forgery  in  the  beginning. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  understand  this  distinc- 
tion to  exist  in  relation  to  a  paper  which  is  as- 
signable like  a  promissory  note  or  a  land-war- 
rant, assignable  from  hand  to  hand:  if  it  has 
once  been  put  in  circulation,  no  matter  by  what 
fraud  it  is  assigned  and  transferred  afterwards,  tho 
holder  has  a  right  to  derive  his  benefit  under  it; 
but  if  the  act  by  which  it  was  issued  consists  of 
a  felony,  a  forgery  or  a  perjury,  the  thing  has 
never  been  issued,  and  never  got  into  circulation  v 
in  the  eye  of  the  law.  No  thingcan  get  valid  ex- 
istence which  is  born  in  crime;  and  therefore  if 
a  man  comes  to  me  and  by  forgery  obtains  my 
note  payable  to  bearer,  or  by  any  act  which  of 
itself  is  a  crime  at  the  common  law,  as  jierjury, 
obtains  my  promissory  note,  that  note  is  not  in 
circulation  if  I  deliver  it  to  him. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     That  is  not  the  case. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     I  undcrstund  the  clear 
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distinction  between  what  is  denominated  n  crinnc 
and  obtaining  it  simply  under  wliat  you  call  or- 
dinary .false  pretenses,  or  an  ordinary  fraud  or  a 
cheat.  The  distinction  is  a  valid  one,  and  (cer- 
tainly I  am  not  mistaken  in  this)  it  is  very  clearly 
recognized  in  all  tiie  authorities  on  that  subject. 
1  believe  I  can  show  that  where  a  paper  is  ob- 
tained through  crime  it  has  no  circulation;  it 
never  is  put  in  circulation  legally.  But  if  it  is 
once  obtaitied  without  crime,  so  that  it  goes  into 
circulation,  then  whoever  has  it  is  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  it.  Hence,  if  this  paper  was  actually 
obtained  from  the  Government  by  forgery  or  by 
perjury,  it  never  took  effect  against  the  Govern- 
ment. 

JMr.  COLLAMER.  If  the  United  States  can 
vacate  their  warrants  which  are  out  in  the  commu- 
nity circulating  among  the  people,  and  purchased 
by  them  for  the  purpose  of  locating  land  with 
them,  by  saying  that  tli€  Government  was  de- 
ceived in  the  manner  in  which  they  were  procured, 
all  the  land-warrants  are  good  for  nothing,  and  no 
man  can  tell  whether  he  has  a  warrant  with  which 
he  can  locate  land  or  not.  He  may  know  it  has 
a  genuine  seal  to  it;  he  may  know  that  it  has  a 
genuinesignature;  he  may  know  that  it  has  been 
regularly  entered  and  stands  on  record;  but  all 
that  is  no  security  after  all;  and  if  at  any  time, 
ten,  twenty,  thirty  years  afterwards,  the  Govern- 
ment gets  at  evidence  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
officers  were  deceived  in  its  issue,  it  is  subject  to 
be  vacated.  In  this  way  men's  land  may  be  lost 
all  over  the  country,  and  all  the  lands  which  have 
been  located  with  warrants  are,  if  you  please,  set 
up  and  drifted  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  and 
no  man  who  has  located  land  with  a  warrant  can 
tell  whether  he  has  any  title  or  not.  Not  only 
th&-men  who  located  land  with  warrants,  but  the 
men  who  purchased  lands  of  those  who  so  located 
them,  are  all  liable  to  have  their  titles  vacated. 

I  do  not  believe  in  the  soundness  of  a  doctrine 
which  thus  throws  open  all  the  titles  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  which  have  been  obtained  by  land-war- 
rants anywhere  and  everywhere;  nor  do  I  believe 
in  the  policy  of  it.  I  understand  some  gentlemen 
to  say  that  such  things  have  been  done.  I  merely 
say  that  when  they  come  before  a  tribunal  of 
which  I  am  a  member  they  cannot  receive  my  ap- 
probation. I  cannot  give  my  vote  to  say  that  the 
Government  haveany  such  power,  or  if  they  have 
the  power  that  they  have  any  right  to  exercise  it 
in  tliis  fraudulent  manner  upon  the  community. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  wish  to  put  a  question 
to  my  lionorable  friend  from  Vermont.  Suppose 
these  land -warrants  have  never  been  delivered, 
but  are  stolen  out  of  the  safe  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  That  is  not  an  analogous 
case. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Whether  they  are  stolen 
or  obtEfined  by  perjury  makes  no  difference,  if 
they  are  obtained  through  a  felony.  A  paper  ob- 
tained through  a  felony  never  has  any  circula- 
tion. Such  is  the  common  law,  and  such  is  the 
decision  of  the  courts  of  New  York  and  of  all  the 
courts  of  all  the  States  that  I  have  ever  examined. 
They  uniformly  hold  that  if  an  instrument  has  its 
inception  in  crime  it  has  no  inception  whatever. 
That  is  Just  the  distinction.  If  it  once  has  a  valid 
inception  so  that  it  is  valid  in  the  hands  of  any- 
body, then  it  may  be  transferred  from  hand  to 
hand  and  whoever  has  it  has  the  right  to  avail 
himself  of  it;  but  the  difficulty  is,  that  where  it 
originates  in  a  crime  it  takes  no  legal  origin  what- 
ever, it  is  no  instrument  any  more  than  if  it  were 
forged . 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  honorable  member  from 
Wisconsin  is  al.mostso  uniformly  right  that  I  am 
surprised  he  should  have  fallen  into  such  a  legal 
mistake  as  he  has  been  betrayed  into.  If  I  un- 
derstand him,  he  tells  us  that  nothing  which  gets 
into  existence  fraudulently  can  atany  time  there- 
after have  any  legal  validity. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  did  not  say  "fraudu- 
lently." 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  "By  crime."  That  is  rather 
n  fraud,  I  think.  Does  the  honorable  member 
mean  to  say  that  if  by  misrepresentation  or  fraud 
of  any  kind,  no  matter  how  gross  the  fraud  may 
be,  he  is  inducoil  to  issue  his  note,  and  that  note 
payable  to  order,  and  that  note  comes  into  the 
jianils  ofn  bona  fide  holder  without  notice,  he  may 
not  1)0  i-om|)i,'llc(l  to  pay  it? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     1  do  say  tlmt  if  it  is  ob- 


tained from  me  by  a  crime  amounting  at  the  com- 
mon law  to  felony,  it  never  in  the  eye  of  the  law 
has  passed  from  my  hands  to  take  validity  or  effect 
in  the  hands  of  anybody. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  hope  the  Senator's  notes 
will  never  get  into  circulation  if  he  is  under  that 
impression,  for  he  would  find  himself  corrected. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  If  obtained  by  a  fr^d 
less  than  a  felony  at  the  common  law,  by  a  mere 
cheat,  then  they  do  take  effect. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  suppose  if  any  thing  in  the 
world  can  be  clear,  it  is  that  whoever  issues  and 
sends  into  the  market  a  c/iose  inaction  which  may 
be  purchased,  it  is  not  for  him  to  say,  as  between 
himself  and  tlie  innocent  holder  of  it  afterwards, 
that  he  was  deceived.  It  is  his  business  not  to 
be  deceived,  and  the  public  have  a  right  to  rely 
upon  the  fact  that  lie  was  not  deceived.  How  are 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  know,  when 
they  are  dealing  with  these  warrants,  whether 
they  have  been  fairly  obtained  at  the  Land  Office 
or  not.?  Whose  province  is  it,  by  the  law,  to 
know  that  the  person  in  whose  name  the  land 
warrant  is  issued  is  not  entitled.'  Is  it  I  who  go 
into  the  market,  being  told  by  the  Government 
that  if  I  become  the  holder  of  their  warrants  I  can 
use  them  in  acquiring  title  to  lands  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  is  not  tlie  Government.'  Can  they 
in  a  forum  of  conscience  say  to  me,  "  We  have 
been  deceived,  and  because  we  have  been  deceived 
we  claim  the  right  to  deceive  you;  because  we 
have  been  defrauded,  it  justifies  us  in  defrauding 
you?" 

If  it  be  true  that  this  is  but  one  of  many  cases, 
then  I  say,  with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, in  all  such  cases  the  Government  could  be 
forced  to  do  justice  if  there  was  any  forum  before 
whom  the  Government  could  be  sued,  and  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  which  is  equally 
bound  to  do  justice  between  the  Government  and 
the  citizen,  is  bound  to  see  that  justice  in  such 
cases  is  done.  But  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
independent  of  the  mere  question  of  law,  appeal 
to  the  generosity,  to  say  nothing  of  the  justice  of 
the  Government.  This  poor  man,  relying  hon- 
estly that  the  officers  of  theGovernmenthad  done 
their  d  u  ty  in  putting  this  warrant  afloat,  purchased 
it,  and  after  he  laid  outall  his  small  means  he  dis- 
covers, after  getting  into  the  Army  and  periling 
his  life  in  our  defense,  that  he  is  about  to  lose  the 
land  which  he  thouglit  he  had  honestly  bouglu, 
and  which  he  did,^s  between  the  Government 
and  everybody  else,  honestly  buy.  Is  it  not, 
independent,  I  say,  of  all  question  of  mere  legal 
right,  incumbenton  the  Government  to  make  good 
the  loss,  if  there  is  to  bo  loss? 

Mr.  POMEROY..  I  believe  that  title  to  land 
located  by  land  warrants  is  not  precisely,  even 
under  the  ruling  of  the  .Department,  what  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  intimates.  Tlie  manner 
of  disposing  of  land  warrants  is  after  this  fashion: 
the  local  officer  receives  the  warrant  and  he  issues 
simply  a  certificate  of  location,  and  it  is  sent  to 
Washington.  There  the  warrant  is  examined 
before  the  issuing  of  the  patent;  and  if  on  the  ex- 
amination the  warrant  is  found  to  be  fraudulent, 
or  if  the  papers  upon  which  the  warrant  was  is- 
sued were  fraudulent,  they  do  not  issue  the  pa- 
tent. They  cannot  go  behind ~a  patent  issued; 
but  the  location  is  not  patented;  the  transaction 
is  not  completed  until  the  Department  at  Wash- 
ington has  settled  the  question,  and  therefore  in 
this  case  only  a  certificate  of  entry  was  held  by 
the  soldier,  and  he  made  his  improvement  while 
he  held  simply  a  certificate  of  entry.  The  oper- 
ation of  the  land  warrant,  the  fact  of  its  location 
was  not  fully  completed  until  a  decision  at  Wash- 
ington; but  when  the  Government  here  decided 
they  decided  that  it  was  fraudulent.  He  never 
had  any  title  to  the  land  except  the  certificate;  it 
was  only  going  through  a  trial  in  the  Department. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  cannot  see  how  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  Senator  from  Kansas  alters 
the  case.  Those  persons  who  make  locations 
with  warrants  go  into  possession,  make  improve- 
ments, sell  their  rights,  transfer  them. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Tliey  go  into  possession  be- 
fore they  locate  their  warrants. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  They  may  or  may  not, 
as  they  j)lease. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Under  the  laws  of  the  States 
they  are  authorized  to  sell. 

Mr.  COLLAMCR.  They  do  sell.  It  is  an 
interest  capable  of  being  eold,  and  it  is  sold  every 


day.  The  location  which  is  made,  whether  they 
take  possession  or  not,  is  transferable  in  the  mar-- 
ket,  and  no  doubt  is  transferred  daily. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  The  title  in  the  case  ol 
an  entry  by  land  warrant  is  precisely  the  same 
as  in  the  case  of  an  entry  with  money.  Frequently 
where  the  land  is  entered  with  money,  two,  three, 
or  four  years  elapse  before  the  patent  issues.  The 
one  title  stands  on  the  same  basis  as  the  other. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Whether  the  land  is  lo- 
cated  with  a  warrant  or  with  money,  the  party 
may  tran.sfrr  his  right,  and  it  is  done  daily. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Our  people  deal  with  the 
land  after  the  entry  just  as  they  do  after  the  pa- 
tent issues. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  take  it  that  in  all  the 
new  States  where  they  have  public  lands,  the  man 
who  enters  the  land  is  treated  by  the  State  gov- 
ernments ]irecisely  as  if  he  had  a  complete  title. 
I  do  not  see  how  the  United  States  are  going  to 
get  along  any  better  by  saying  "  We  will  not  va- 
cate all  the  lands  located  with  land  warrants  to 
which  we  have  given  patents,  but  we  will  confine 
ourselves  not  to  punishing  the  man  who  got  the 
warrant  but  to  cheating  all  who  bought  the  war- 
rant in  the  market,  all  who  sold  it,  until  the  time 
when  the  patent  finally  issues;  we  will  have  as 
large  and  wide  a  field  as  that  any  way."  That 
does  not  help  the  matter  to  my  sense  of  justice. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     Mr.  President.: 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning  hour 
has  expired. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  hope  the  vote  will  be  Uken 
on  this  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  spe- 
cial arrangement  for  to-day,  but  the  morning  hour 
has  expired. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  This  matter  does  notseem 
to  be  very  well  understood,  and  I  think  it  had 
better  go  over  and  come  up  in  the  morning  hour 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  and  Mr.  WILKINSON.  Oh, 
no;  let  us  pass  it  now. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  If  this  question  can  be 
settled  without  further  debate,  I  have  certainly 
no  objection;  but  I  gave  notice  yesterday  that  I 
should  ask  the  Senate  to-day  to  proceed  with 
some  measures  from  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  1  hope  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
will  allow  us  to  vote. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  a 
vote  being  taken. 

Mr.  FES&ENDEN.  This  matter  is  well  un- 
derstood now. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  rcadiiig,  and 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill.  [Oh!  no.]  Thisisa 
muchjMiore  important  question  than  Senators  ap- 
prehemi.  It  is  going  to  affect  hundreds,  and  I 
think  thousands  of  cases.  I  cannot  vote  on  this 
bill  myself,  because  twelve  years  ago  I  had  two 
land  warrants  that  I  obtained  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration. Tiiey  had  been  obtained,  as  itturned 
out,  exactly  as  this  one  was.  I  located  them  upon 
lands,  and  the  entry  was  afterwards  set  aside.  I 
was  cheated  out  of  the  lands  and  out  of  the  war- 
rants. I  always  thought  the  Government  was' 
wrong  in  doing  it,  but  1  had  no  method  of  appeal- 
ing to  anybody.  1  could  not  get  any  relief;  and 
now  this  is  going  to  be  a  settlement  of  that  ques- 
tion in  such  a  way,  I  think,  that  it  will  affect  the 
■tlecision  at  the  Interior  Department;  therefore  I 
want  to  have  it  settled  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Before  a  vote  is  taken, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  state  to  the  Senate  one 
important  fact.  The  acts  of  1847  and  of  1855  au- 
thorized the  assignment  of  land  warrants  accord- 
ing to  such  forms  and  regulations  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  might  adopt.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  adopted  his  forms,  and  it  became  a-  • 
usage  of  the  Department  to  allow  the  assignments- 
of  those  land  warrants  to  be  made  in  blank,  the 
name  of  the  assignee  was  left  in  blank,  and  they 
passed  from  hand  to  hand  like  any  negotiable  in- 
strument by  delivery.  The  instrumentcame  into 
the  hands  of  this  man  according  to  that  usage  of 
the  Department,  and  1  think  it  is  as  obligatory 
upon  the  Government  to  respect  that  instrument 
as  it  is  upon  the  party  that  gives  a  urgotiable  in- 
strument according  to  the  law-merchant  to  re- 
spect it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.    1  wish  simply  to  say  in 
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reply  to  my  fiJend  from  Iowa,  that  if  any  number 
of  cases  precisely  like  this  can  be  presented,  I 
shall  vote  for  them;  not  nloiic  on  the  more  cjups- 
tioii  of  assignment,  but  upon  tlio  other  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  case,  the  man  bein^  a 
soldier,  and  the  particular  condition  in  which  he 
has  been  placed. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Thi.s  man  is  a  soldier  with 
a  large  family,  and  very  poor.  He  expended 
jjl,200  for  the  improvement  of  this  jiropcrty. 
After  five  years,  he  is  informed  that  his  warrant 
is  void,  and  he  is  required  to  give  up  the  land  or 
pay  for  it  again.  In  his  desperation,  he  enters 
the  Army,  but  he  finds  he  can  make  no  advance 
there  toward  accumulating  the  money  to  buy  a 
new  warrant,  as  he  gets  but  thirteen  dollars  a 
month,  and  his  family  at  home  are  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  their  neighbors.  I  trust  that  the 
Senate  will  sustain  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  36,  nays  2;  as  follows: 

YEAt?— Messrs.  Urown,  Cluindler,  Claris,  Collamcr, 
Cow;m,  Davis,  Dixon,  Fi'ssciidcn,  Foster,  IlaJL-,  Hardiiif;, 
Harris,  Ileridersnn,  IIcMidricks,  Howard,  Howe,  Jolinson, 
Lane  of  tndiaiia,  Lano  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Nes- 
iiiitli,  Pmncroy,  Powell,  Uaniscy,  SaMlsluny,  Sherman, 
Sprasno,  Siunncr,  Ten  Eyek,  'I'runilnill,  Van  VVinklo, 
Wade,  Wilkinson,  Williy,  and  ^Vilson— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Dooliitle  and  H.irlnn— 9. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 
LAND  GRANT  TO  WISCONSIN  UAILUOADS. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  desire  to  call  up  a  bill 
which  will  lead  to  no  discussion  whatever.  It 
will  not  take  over  five  minutes,  or  ten  minutes 
at  the  outside,  to  pass  it.  If  there  is  any  discus- 
sion upon  it  [  will  give  way  at  once,  but  I  believe 
there  will  be  no  discussion  whatever.  The  rea- 
son why  I  ask  that  it  be. culled  up  now  is  that 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Har- 
lan,] the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  hnvingcharge  of  the  bill,  I  understand,  is 
under  the  absolute  necessity  of  leaving  llie  Sen- 
ate for  some  days.  I  ho()e,  therefore,  the  Senate 
will  .nilow  me  to  take  up  the  bill.  It  is  Senate 
bill  No.  160. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  is  deemed  of  great  im- 
portance for  the  Senate  to  pass  to-day  the  bill  I 
reported  yesterday ;  but  upon  the  statement  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  that  the  bill  to 
which  he  alludes  will  not  give  rise  to  debate,  and 
if  it  does  give  rise  to  debate  or  objection  he  will 
allow  it  to  pass  over,  and  allow  the  bill  I  have  ! 
charge  of  to  be  taken  up,  I  shall  make  no  objec- 
tion to  his  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  l)ill  (S.  No.  160)  to  grant  aid  for  the 
construction  of  certain  railioads  in  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  Committee  ojgPub- 
lic  Lands  reported  the  bill  with  an  amendntient  in 
the  nature  of  a  substitute.  I  suggest,  therefore, 
that  the  Secretary  omit  ri^ading  the  bill  and  read 
only  the  sul>stitute. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  course  will 
be  pursued,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment  of  the  CoiTi- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  strike  out  all  of  the. 
original  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  in- 
sert the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 

Thai  there  be,  and  is  iKTehy,  granted  to  tlic  St.  Croix 
and  Lake  Superior  Rail roail  Company,  in  tlie  StaK;  of  VVi.s- 
consin,  for  tlif  pnrpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  a  point  on  tin;  St.  Croix  river  or  lake,  between 
townships  twnty-(ive  and  thirty-one,  to  the  we.st  end  of 
Lake  Su|)crif)r,  aiul  to  ISayfield,  every  alternate  section  of 
land  designated  by  odd  numbers,  for  ten  Hcctions  in  width 
on  each  side  of  said  roads,  deducting  any  and  all  lands  that 
inny  have  been  granted  to  the  Slate  of  Wisconsin  for  the 
game  pnrpt)se  by  the  act  of  Con^'ress  of  June  3,  185(5,  upon 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  a.s  are  contained  in  the  act 
granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  aid  in  the  con- 
6lruclioM  of  railroad!)  in  said  Stale,  approved  Jinie  3,  1856. 
But  in  cane  It  shall  appear  that  the  United  State.s  have, 
when  llin  lines  or  routes  of  snid  roads  are  <k-finitcly  fixed, 
■old  any  sections  or  part.*  thereof,  granted  as  aforesaid,  or 
that  the  right  of  pri;UMiption  or  homrsKad  has  atlachc(l  to 
the  same,  then  it  shall  l)e  lawful  lor  any  a^inl  or  .•igr.nts,to 
he  appointed  by  said  company,  to  silfct,  siibjirt  to  the'  ap- 
proval of  the  Secretary  of  tin;  Interior,  from  the  l.inds  of 
the  United  StalcH  iiearust  to  the  tier  of  sections  above  spe- 
cified, a.-i  nnich  land  in  alternate  sections,  or  parts  of  svc- 
llons,  n^  shall  Ik;  I'qual  to  such  lands  as  the  United  States 
have  sold  or  otherwise  appropriated,  or  to  which  the  riglit 
of  preemption  or  homestead  has  attached  as  afori'sald,  which 
lands  (thus  selected  in  lieu  of  those  s(dd,  and  to  which 
preL-niplioii  or  homestead  right  has  allaelied  as  aforesaid, 
together  with  sections  .iiid  parts  of  .-eellons  designated  by 
odd  numbers  ns  aforesaid,  and  appropriated  as  aforesaid) 
rhall  he  held  by  Eald  railroad  company  for  the  use  and  pur- 


pose aforesaid  :  Provided,  TUM  tlie  lands  to  be  so  located 
shall  in  no  case  be  lurllicr  than  twenty  miles  from  the  line 
of  the  .said  roTds,  nor  sliall  such  selection  or  location  be 
made  in  lieu  of  lands  received  inider  llie  said  grant  of  June 
3,  tSoG,  but  sTieli  selection  and  location  may  be  made  for 
the  benetit  of-aid  company, and  for  IIk!  purpose  aforesaid, 
to  supply  any  deficiency  undcrtliesaidgrantof  Junc3, 1656, 
should  any  such  deficiency  exi^t. 

Sec.  2.  JJnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be,  and  is 
iK^by.fjianted  to  the  Tomah  and  Lake  Saint  Croix  Rail- 
roan  Company,  of  the  Stale  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  in  tiie  construction  of  a  railroad  from  the  town 
of  Tomah,  in  the  coiuity  of  Monroe,  in  said  State,  to  the 
Saint  t'roix  river  or  lake,  between  townships  twenty-five 
and  thirly-one,  every  alternate  section  of  land  designated 
by  odd  numbers  for  ten  sections  in  width  on  eaeli  side  of 
said  roads,  deducting  any  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been 
granted  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  for  the  same  purpose, 
by  tin;  act  of  Congress  granting  lands  to  said  State  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads,  approved  June  3, 
18.56,  tipon  tlie  same  terms  and  conditions  as  are  contained 
in  tin;  said  act  of  June  3,  1856.  But  in  case  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  the  United  Slates  have,  when  the  line  or  route  of 
said  road  is  definitely  fixed,  sold  any  sections,  or  parts  of 
sections,  granted  as  aforesaid,  or  that  tlic  right  of  pre- 
emption or  homestead  has  attached  to  the  same,  then  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  agent  or  agents  to  be  appointed  by 
said  railroad  company  to  select,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  from  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  nearest  to  the  tier  of  sections  above  specified,  as 
much  land,  in  alternate  sections  or  parts  of  sections,  as 
slialj  be  equal  to  such  lands  as  the  United  States  have 
sold,  or  otherwise  appropriated,  or  to  vvliich  the  right  of 
pret'niption  or  homestead  has  atlaclied,as  aforesaid,  which 
lands  (thus  selected  in  lieu  of  tliose  sold,  and  to  which 
preemption  or  homestead  right  has  attached  as  aforesaid, 
together  with  sections  and  parts  of  sections,  designated  by 
odd  numbers  as  aforesaid,  and  appropriated  as  aforesaid) 
sliall  be  held  by  said  railroad  eoiiipany  for  the  use  and  pur- 
pose aforesaid  :  Provided,  Tliat  the  lands  to  be  so  located 
shall  in  no  case  be  further  than  twenty  miles  from  the  line 
of  the  said  road,  nor  shall  such  selection  or  location  be 
made  in  lieu  of  lands  received  under  thesaid  grant  of  June 
3,  1856,  but  such  selections  and  locations  maybe  made  for 
the  benefit  of  said  company,  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
to  supply  any  deficiency  under  the  said  grant  of  June  3, 
1856,  should  any  such  deficiency  exist. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  lic  it  further  cnacltd.  That  there  be,  and  is 
hereby,  granted  to  the  Stale  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  in  the  eonsiruclion  of  a  railroad  from  I!<rlin,  on 
the  Fox  river,  in  a  iiorihwestern  direction,  to  Bayfield,  on 
Lake  Superior,  every  allernaK!  section  of  land,  designated 
by  odd  numbers,  for  leii  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of 
said  road,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  are  con- 
tained in  the  act  granting  lands  to  said  State  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  railroads  in  said  Slate,  approved  June  3, 
IB.'ig.  Hut  ill  case  it  shall  appear  that  the  United  Slates 
have,  when  the  line  or  route  of  said  road  is  definitely 
fixed,  sold  any  sections  or  pans  thereof,  granted  as  afore- 
said, or  that  the  right  of  preemption  or  liomestead  has  at- 
tached to  the  same,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  agent  or 
agents  of  said  State,  appointed  hy  the  Governor  thereof,  to 
select,  subject  to  the  approval  of  llie  .Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, from  the  lands  of  the  United  Slates  nearest  to  the 
tier  of  sections  above  specified,  as  much  land  in  alternate 
sections,  or  parts  of  sections,  as  shall  be  equal  to  such 
lands  as  the  United  Stales  have  sold  or  otherwise  appro- 
priated, or  to  which  the  riglit  of  prei'niplion  or  homestead 
lias  atlaclied  as  aforesaid,  which  lands  (lliiis  selected  in 
lieu  of  ilinse  sold  and  to  which  the  right  of  pieemption  or 
homestead  hasaltached  as  aforesaid,  logether  wilh  sections 
and  parts  of  sections  designated  by  odd  nuinbers  as  afore 
said,  and  appropriated  as  aforesaid)  shall  be;  held  by  said 
Stall',  or  hy  the  company  to  which  she  may  transfer  the 
s.a'ine,  for  the  use  and  purpose  aforesaid:  Provided,  That 
the  lands  lo  be  so  located  shall  in  no  case  be  further  than 
Iwejiiy  miles  from  the  line  of  said  road. 

Sec. ,4.  Andbeit  further  enacted.  That  the  sections  and 
parts  of  sections  of  lands  which  shall  remain  lo  the  United 
States  within  ten  miles  on  each  side  of  said  roads  shall  not 
be  sold  for  less  than  ilouble  the  miniiiiuin  price  of  the 
public  lands  when  sold;  nor  shall  any  of  the  said  reserved 
lands  become  subject  to  private  entry  until  the  same  have 
been  first  otlered  at  public  sale  at  the  increased  price. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  time  fixed 
and  limited  for  the  eomplelioii  of  said  roads  in  the  act 
aforesaid  of  June  3,  1853,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ox- 
tended  to  a  period  of  live  years  from  and  .'ifter  the  passage 
of  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  Atid  be  it  farther  enacted,  Tliatany  and  all  lands 
reserved  to  the  United  Statesby  .any  act  of  Congress  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  any  object  of  internal  iiiiprovemenl, 
or  in  any  inannBf  for  any  purpose  whatsoever,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  reserved  and  cxclinh'd  from  the  operation 
of  this  act,  except  so  far  as  it  may  be  found  necessary  to 
locate  the  route  of  such  railroads  through  such  r(;serve>l 
lands,  in  which  ease  ilic  right  of  way  only  shall  be  granted, 
subject  to  the  approval  ofilic  President  of  the  United  .'^tates. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  the; 
companies  to  which  this  gram  is  made,  or  lo  which  Ihe 
same  may  be  transferred,  shall  have  complelcd  twenty 
consecutive  miles  of  any  portion  of  said  railroad,  supplied 
with  all  necessary  drains,  culverts,  viaducts,  crossings, 
sidings,  bridges,  Uirn  nuts,  watering  places,  depots,  equip- 

meiu's,  furniture,  and  .ill  other  appurtena ;s  of  a  lirst- 

class  railroad,  patents  shall  is.-ne  conveying  tin;  riijhl  and 
title  to  said  lands  to  the  said  company  enlilled  lli(;reto, 
on  each  side  of  the  road,  as  far  as  the  same  is  completed, 
and  conlerminous  with  said  com  pleled  sect  ion,  note  xce<'d- 
ing  the  amount  al<)r(;said,  und  patents  shall  in  like  iiiann(;r 
is,--ue  as  each  tw(;nty  miles  oftaid  road  is  coinplet(;d:  Pro- 
vided, U.nrcvcr,  That  no  patents  shall  issue  for  any  of  said 
lands  unless  then;  shall  be  presented  lo  the  Secretary  of 
iIk;  Interior  a  statement,  verified  on  oalh  oratfirmalion  by 
the  president  of  said  company,  and  eirlificil  by  Ihe  (jJov 
ernor  id'  Ihe  Stale  of  AVi:  eon.-in,  lliat  such  Uveniy  miles 
have  been  eompleled  In  Ihe  manner  reijiiired  by  this  iiel, 
and  >etiing   forth  with  certainly  the  points  where  such 


twenty  miles  begin  and  where  the  same  end;  which  oatli 
shall  he  taken  before  a  judge  of  a  court  of  record  of  the 
United  Slates.         .  « 

Sf.c.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  'I'liat  the  said  lands 
hiril'y  giai'.ti  d  shall  be.  subject  lo  the  disposal  of  the  com- 
panies respectively  entitled  thereto, for  the  purposes  afore- 
said, and  no  other,  and  the  said  railroads  be  and  shall  re- 
main a  public  highway  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  free  from  all  toll  or  other  charge,  for  tho 
transportation  ofany  properly  or  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  said  road  men- 
tioned in  Ihe  third  section  aloresaid  is  not  completed 
within  ten  years  lYom  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act, 
as  provided  herein,  no  further  patents  shall  be  issued  to 
said  company  for  said  lands,  and  no  funher  sale  shall  be 
made,  and  the  lands  unsold  shall  revert  to  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  1  have  several  amendments 
that  are  merely  verbal  to  offer  to  the  amendment 
reported  from  the  committee.  In  the  first  section 
of  the  amendment,  line  nine,  before  the  word 
"land"  1  move  to  insert  the  word  "public;"  in 
line  eighteen,  after  after  the  word  "sold"!  move 
to  insert  the  words  "  reserved  or  otherwise  dis- 
posed of;"  in  line  iwcnty-ihree,  before  the  word 
"lands,"  I  move;  to  insert  the  word  "public." 

The  amendments  to  the  amendment  were  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  In  section  two,  line  .seven, 
before  the  word  "  land  "  I  move  to  inscri  the  word 
"  public;"  in  line  eight  strike  the  letter"  s"from 
the  word  "roads,"  so  as  lo  make  it  "road;" 
in  line  sixteen,  after  the  word  "  sold  "  insert"  re- 
served or  otherwise  disposed  of;"  in  line  twenty- 
one,  before  the  word  "lands,"  insert  the  word 
"  public." 

The  amendments  lo  the  amendment  were  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  In, section  three  of  the  amend- 
ment, line  five,  liefore  the  word  "  land"  I  move 
to  insert  the  word  "  public;"  in  line  twelve,  after 
the  word  "sold,"  to  insert  the  wi'rds  "  reserved 
or  otherwise  disposed  of;"  in  line  eighteen,  be- 
fore the  word  "  land,"  insert  the  word  "  public." 

The  amendments  to  the  amendment  were  agreed 
to.       .  . 

Mr.  HARLAN.  In  section  eight  of  the  amend- 
ment, line  twelve, after  the  word  "shall,"  I  move 
to  insert  the  words,  "when  patented  a.s  provided 
in  section  seven  of  this  act;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

That  the  said  lands  licrchy  granted  shall,  when  patented 
as  provided  in  section  seven  of  this  act,  be  subject  to  the 
disposal  of  the  companies  respectively  entitled  tlrereto,  &c. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  doubt  whether  that 
amendment  ought  to  be  made.  I  do  not  think 
patents  issue  in  these  cases.  I  think  the  title 
goes  by  certificates  from  the  General  Land  Office. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  But  the  seventh  section  of 
the  substitnle  as  drawn  provides  that  patents  shall 
issue  as  the  roads  shall  be  completed.' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Then  that  isachangeof 
policy. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Yes,  sir. 

M'-.   HENDRICKS.     Very  well;  I   shall   not 
object. 
The  amendment  lo  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  At  the  suggestion  of 
some  Senators,  1  propose  lo  amend  the  third  sec- 
tion by  inserting  after  the  word  "  Bayfield,"  in 
the  fourth  line,  the  words,  "and  thence  lo  Supe- 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     I  will  ask  what  is  the - 
effect  of  that  ameiiflnient.     I  do  not  understand 
ii.     Does  it  add  to  the  length.' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Yes,  sir;  that  will  add,  I 
should  ihink,  about  eighty  or  ninety  miles. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN!"  Wilh  the  same  (irivilcges  * 
of  land,  I  suppose.' 

iVlr.  HENDRICKS.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky suggests  lliut  it  is  not  quite  so  much.  I 
am  not  certain  as  to  the  length  that  will  be  added 
by  Ibis  amenilmenl. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  am  not  positive  as  to  the 
Icni'lh.  I  have  been  all  through  that  country,  but 
I  do  not  think  it  is  as  much  as  stated  by  the  Sen- 
ator. 

iMr.  HENDRICKS.  By  water  it  is  about 
ninety  miles. 

Mr.  POWELL.  It  is  JList  ninety  miles  by 
water. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  do  not  suppose  we  peo- 
ple of  the  East  have  any  interest  in  this  matter, 
or  have  a  right  to  .say  a  word  aiiout  this  dispo- 
sition of  the  public  lands.  This  may  be  all  very 
proper  and  very  just.  Here  is  an  amendment  ut 
the  111(1  of  the  bill  to  add  ninety  or  one  hundred 
miles  of  railroad,  giving  nllcriiiile  sections  of  land. 
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I  suppose,  on  each  side  of  it,  without  a  word 
being  said  about  it.  It  is  a  very  queer  way  of 
doing  business,  in  disposing  of  the  public  domain, 
to  take  up  a  bill  here  making  a  grant  of  land  to  a 
railroad,  and  tiien  add  some  one  hundred  miles  to 
the  line  with  the  privilege  of  taking  the  alternate 
sections  of  land  on  each  side  of  the  road,  without 
a  word  being  said  about  it. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     If  the  Senator 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  If  my  friend  from  In- 
diana and  my  friend  from  Mame  will  allow  me  I  - 
will  make  this  suggestion:  this  question  is  an 
important  one,  and  should  be  considered  carefully. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  we  desire  the  Senate  fully 
to  understand  what  it  is.  I  suggest,  therefore, 
that  this  bill  lie  over  until  the  bill  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  has  charge  of  shall  be  disposed  of, 
and  then  we  can  resume  its  consideration. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  have  an^appropriation 
bill  that  1  desire  to  lake  up  after  that.  At  any 
rate,  I  think  this  subject  ought  to  be  very  well 
understood  before  it  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana can  go  on  and  explain  it  now,  if  there  is  no 
objection  to  proceeding  with  it  now. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Certainly.  I  acquiesce 
in  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
inasmuch  as  he  is  an  interested  party;  but  I  de- 
sire to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Maine  that  this 
amendment  is  not  for  the  first  time  broi^ght  to  the 
attention  of  the  Senate.  The  original  bill  as  in- 
troduced by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr. 
Doolittle]  proposed  that  the  road  should  run 
from  Berlin  to  Bayfield  and  up  to  Superior.  The 
committee  struck  that  out. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Did  not  that  occasion  a 
great  deal  of  debate  in  the  Senate  when  tlie  bill 
was  up  before  ? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     Not  at  all,  sir. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  reason  why  I  ob- 
jected to  ihe  aniendnient  was  this:  it  seemed  to  be 
passing  without  a  word  being  said  anywhere  upon 
it,  and  it  struck  rac  as  a  little  singular  that  one 
hundred  miles  of  railroad  with  the  privilege  of 
taking  the  alternate  sections  of  land  along  the  line 
of  the  road  should  be  authorized  by  a  mere  amend- 
ment added  to  the  bill  without  objection." 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  bill  as  introduced 
by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  provided  that  the 
road  should  run  from  Berlin  to  Bayfield  and  Su- 
perior. The  committee  struck  off  that  part  be- 
tween Bayfield  and  Superior. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  ought  to  apologize  to 
the  Senate  for  making  a  suggestion  in  regard  to 
the  disposition  of  the  jiublic  lands  in  the  West. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  we  in  the  East  really  have 
the  sljghicst  interest  in  it. 

Mr.  flO  WE.  I  suggest  that  the  Senator  from 
Maine  have  leave  to  express  his  opinions  on  the 
question  of  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  that  it  is  perfectly  right  and 
proper  that  he  and  every  Senator  should  under- 
stand this  measure.  I  do  not  object  in  the  slightest 
degree  that  he  asks  that  it  should  be  explained  to 
him.  We  are  perfectly  prepared  to  do  it  now, 
or  we  will  wait  until  the  gold  bjU  is  passed,  and 
then  resume  its  consideration. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  think  we  had  better 
go  on  with  that  bill. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  We  will  let  this  bill  pass 
over,  and  allow  that  bill  to  be  taken  up,  and  we 
can  resume  the  consideration  of  this  bill  after  that 
bill  has  passed.  I  will  bring  in  a  map  in  the 
mean  time  and  show  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maine  precisely  the  state  of  the  case. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
laid  aside. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  agreed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  tl;e  bill  of  the  House 
(No.  20G)  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  establish- 
ment of  certain  arsenals. 

The  message  fuither  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  non-concurred  in  tiie  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  conforence  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  tlir  two  Hou.ses  on  the  bill  (II. 
R.  No.  15)  to  provide  a  temporary  govcMiiuient 
for  the  'IVrritory  of  Montana;  (iirthcr  insisted  on 
its  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment, and 


asks  a  further  conference;  and  that  said  commit- 
tee be  instructed  to  agree  to  no  report  which  au- 
thoiizes  any  others  than  free  white  male  citizens, 
and  those  who  have  declared  their  intention  lobe- 
come  such,  to  vote;  and  had  appointed  Mr.  Edwin 
H.  WEBSTERof  Maryland,  Mr.  Willi  AM  S.  Hol- 
MAN  9f  Indiana,  and  Mr.  James  M.  Marvin  of 
New  York,  managers  at  the  same  on  its  part. 

ENKOLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  the 
following  enrolled  bills  and  joint  resolutions; 
which  were  thereupon  signed  by  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  14|)  to  enable  the  people  of 
Nebraska  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  297)  fixing  the  date  of  the 
loss  of  the  United  States  brig  Bainbridge,  and  for 
the  relief  of  oflicers,  seamen,  and  marities  of  the 
same,  and  for  other  purposes; 

A  joint  resolution  (H.R.  No.  13)  tendering  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Admiral  Porter; 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  21)  relative  to 
the  accounts  of  the  petty  oflicers,  seamen,  and 
others  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  gunboat 
Cincinnati;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  54)  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  sell  at  public  auc- 
tion lot  No.  13  in  the  village  of  Sackett's  Harbor, 
New  York. 

TEKllITORY  OF  MONTANA. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  rise  to  what  I  believe  is  a 
privileged  motion.  I  ask  to  have  the  action  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  15)  to  provi(l(!  a  temporary  government  for 
the  Territory  of  Montana  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

In  House  ok  Reprkskntatives, 
.^pril  15,  1864. 

Resolved.  Tliat  tlu;  House  iioii  concur  in  the  rpport  of 
the  cofnniiitcc  of  eonfcronci;  on  the  disastieeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  hill  of  tlie  House  (No.  ]"))  to  provide  a 
temporary  government  for  the  Territory  of  Montana;  far- 
ther insist  on  disaijireeing  to  the  Senate's  amendments  and 
ask  a  furllier  conlere>tcc;  and  lliat  said  coniniitLeo  bo  in- 
structed to  aijrec  to  no  report  wiiieh  authorizes  any  otiiers 
than  free  white  ninle  citizens,  and  tliose  vvlio  have  de- 
chired  tlieir  intention  to  become  such,  to  vote. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Edwin  H.  Webster  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  William  S.  Holman  of  Indiana,  ami  Mr.  James  M. 
Marvin  of  New  York,  be  the  managers  of  said  conference 
on  tlie  part  of  tlie  House. 

Mr.  WADE.  That  resiiliitton  1  believe  is  very 
unusual,  if  not  altogether  unknown  in  confer- 
ences between  the  two  Houses,  so  far  as  I  know. 
It  precludes  the  idea  of  a  free  conference  between 
the  two  Houses,  taking  their  resolution  as  it 
stands.  Tht;y  non-concur  in  the  rep(n-t  of. the 
committee  of  conference,  and  ask  another  confer- 
ence, and  then  they  instruct  their  committee  not 
to  agree  to  a  report  except  upon  certain  condi- 
tions. 1  do  not  know  what  course  we  ought  to 
take;  but  on  reflection,  I  think  we  may  make 
tliis  proposition 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  wish  to  aSk  the  Sena- 
tor whether  there  is  any  other  matter  of  difference 
than  that  very  question  on  which  the  House  in- 
struct their  committee.     Is  not  that  the  only  one.' 

Mr.  WADE.  That  is  the  only  question  on 
which  there  is  a  disagreement. 

Mr.  -FESSENDEN.  Then  the  question  is 
whether  we  shall  appoint  a  committee  to  agree 
with  the  House. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  suggest  to  my  colleague 
that  he  can  move  that  the  Senate  recede  fi'om  its 
amendments,  and  that  passes  the  bill,  leaving  it 
precisely  as  it  was  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Territories. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  would  not  do  it  under 
those  circumstances. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  They  are  opposed  to  negro 
suffrage. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     We  are  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Very -well;  then  the  Sen- 
ate can  move  to  adhere. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  do  not  know  that  this  would 
be  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding,  but  I, am  in- 
clined to  think  it  would;  that  we  agree  with  the 
House  .so  far  as  to  have  another  conference,  but 
disagree  as  to  the  instruciinns  they  have  given. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Vv'c  cannol  tiisagree  to 
ihcii-  instructions. 


Mr.  WADE.  Would  it  hr.  in  order  to  make 
th<^  motion  I  have  suggested? 

The  PRESIDINGOFFICER,  (Mr.  Anthony 
in  the  chair.)  It  is  not  cotinpetcni,  the  Chair  un- 
derstands, for  the  Senate  to  alter  the  instructions 
of  the  House  to  its  committee. 

Mr.  V/ADE.  I  do  not  propose  to  alter  the  in- 
structions. That  is  not  my  motion.  It  is  that 
we  agree  with  the  House  proposition  to  appoint 
another  committee  of  conference,  but  disagree  to 
any  instructions  they  have  given  to  their  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  They  do  not  ask  us  to  agree 
to  Ihem.  — 

Mr.  WADE.  No;  they  ask  us  to  appoint  an- 
other committee.  They  have  a[ipoiiited  their 
comiYiitlee,  and  they  ask  us  to  do  likewise. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  But  their  instructions  to  their 
committee  area  wholly  independent  matter. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Will  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
permit  me  to  make  a  suggestion.' 

Mr.  WADE.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  was  one  of  the  Senators 
who  voted  to  amend  that  hill  in  a  manner  dis- 
agreeable to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Oa 
that  proposition  I  might  have  voted  to  recede,  but 
not  now  under  these  circumstances.  1  suggest  to 
the  Senator  that  a  message  be  returned  to  the 
House  that  the  Senate  refuse  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  to  meet  the  committee  of  the 
House  on  the  terms  proposed  in  the  accompany- 
ing resolution.  That  will  present  to  the  House 
the  question  whether  they  will  recede  from  that 
resolution  and  meet  the  Senate  in  free  conference 
or  not.  i  make  that  suggestion.  I  think  it  is  the 
only  proper  way  for  the  Senate  to  maintain  itself. 

Mr.  Wade.  Sofar  as  this  matter  is  concerned 
it  is  to  mc  perfectly  novel.  I  have  never  known 
anything  of  the  "kind  before,  although  I  have  not 
been  very  conversant  with  '.these  proceedings. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  wish  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion. The  effect  substantially  of  the  instruc- 
tions is  that  the  Plouse  adhere  to  its  former  vote. 
That  is  just  what  it  iTieans  and  nothing  else;  that 
they  will  not  agree  underany  circumstances  with 
the  views  of  the  Senate.  Instead  of  saying  that 
they  adhere,  they  say  that  they  appoint  a  con- 
ference to  meet  the  Senate,  on  condition  that  the 
Senate  will  agree  to  recede,  a  thing  perfectly  un- 
heard of;  and  I  think  on  deliberation  the  House 
will  be  satisfied  that  it  is  as  my  friend  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Wade]  says,  a  very  unusual  course  of  pro- 
ceeding. If  I  made  any  motion  with  regard  to 
it,  I  should  move,  as  due  to  ourselves  under  those; 
circumstiinces,  that  the  Senate  refuse  to  concur 
with  the  House  in  the  appointment  of  another 
committee  of  conference,  and  adhere  to  their 
ainendment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     That  would  defeat  the  bill. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.    Very  well,  let  the  bill  go. 

Mr.  SHEPvMAN.  1  suggest  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  ilisagiee  to  the  conference  asked 
for  by  the  House,  and  then,  in  any  form  of  lan- 
guage you  choose,  to  ask  the  House  for  an  open 
committee  of  conference.  That  would  dispense 
with  the  resolution  of  the  House,  and  yon  would 
have  a  conference,  and  the  question  would  then 
come  up  on  receding.  If  it  were  not  for  what  I 
consider  the  rather  unmannerly  message  of  the 
House,  I  would  move  (Jiat  the  Senate  recede,  but 
I  will  not  make  that  motion  with  this  resolution 
of  the  House  before  us.     - 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  object  entirely  to  our 
getting  down  on  our  knees  to  the  House  about 
this  mode  of  ]iroceeding.  They  have  sent  a  mes- 
sage here  that  they  adhere,'  substantially;  and  as 
they  choose  to  adhere,  all  that  is  left  to  us  is  either 
to  recede  or  adhere.  The  idea  of  having  another 
committee  of  conference  under  these  circumstances 
is  absurd. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  We  can  decline  Ihe  confer- 
ence asked  for  by  them,  and  then  ask  a  confer- 
ence ourselves. 

Mr.  WADE.  Of  course  they  have  precluded 
us  from  any  conference  by  stating  that  the  only 
terms  on  which  they  will  meet  us  is  that  we  will 
agree  to  their  views.  Thai,  I  suppose,  is  not  very 
courteous  to  the  Senate;  but  after  all  1  should  be 
unwilling  to  lose  the  bill  in  this  way  if  it  can  jios- 
sibly  be  saved.  1  will  therefore  move,  as  I  did_ 
in  tin'  first  |)lace,  that  the  Senateagree  to  the  con-' 
ference  asked  for  by  the  1  louse,  ihe  conferees  to 
Ik;  appointed  liy  the  Chair;  luit  (li.-jagree  to  any 
instruclions  to  the  commilttr. 
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Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  we  cannot  do;  we 
cannot  disajiice  to  llicir  instructions. 

Mr.  WADE.  If  that  is  out  of  order,  that  is 
another  thing. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
decline  to  unite  in  the  conference  in  tlie  nrianner 
asked  for  Ijy  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  And  ask  for 
a  free  conference  .' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Tliat  can  be  done  after- 
wards. When  the  House  of  Representatives 
witlidraws  this  resolution  either  House  can  ask 
for  a  free  conference. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  moved 
that  the  Senate  decline  to  agree  to  a  committee  of 
conference  in  tlie  manner  asked  for  by  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SPECULATION  IN  GOLD. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  move  to  postpone  all  prior 
orders  with  a  view  to  take  up  Senate  bill  No.  106, 
which  I  rcjiortcd  yesterday. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  (S.  No.  lOG)  prohibiting  speculative  trans- 
actions in  gold,  silver,  or  foreign  exchange,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  SHEPv-lMAN.  As  the  committee  report  the 
bill  with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  the  whole 
of  the  original  bill  and  to  insert  a  substitute  cov- 
ering the  same  ground,  I  suggest  that  the  substi- 
tute only  be  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  course  will 
be  pursued,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  Secretary  read  theaniendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  strike  outallofthe  bill  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  the  following  in 
lieu  thereof:  , 

Tliat  it  shall  be  unlawfU)  to  make  any  contract  for  the 
purchase  or  sale,  or  for  ihe  loan  or  delivery,  of  any  gold 
coin  or  bullion,  or  of  any  foreign  exchange,  at  any  lime 
tnbsequent  to  the  inaliing  of  such  contract,  or  (or  llie  pay- 
mcnl  of  any  sum,  cither  fixed  or  contingent,  in  default  of 
the  delivery  of  any  gold  coin  or  bullion,  or  of  any  foreign 
exchange,  oT  upon  any  other  terms  than  Ihe  immediate 
manual  delivery  of  such  gold  coin,  or  bullion,  or  foreign 
exchange,  and  llie  hmnediate  payinintih  full  of  the  agreed 
price  thereof  by  the  manual  delivery  olUnited  Slates  notes, 
or  national  currency,  and  not  otherwise,  or  to  make  any 
contract  whatever  for  llie  sale,  loan,  or  delivery  of  any 
gold  coin,  or  bullion,  or  foreign  exchange,  of  which  the  per- 
son making  such  contract  s hall  not,  at  the  time  of  making 
such  contract,  be  the  honafule  owner  in  actual  possession. 

Sec.  a.  .■?«(/  Ijc  itJuUhey  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  further 
unlawful  Cor  any  banker,  broker,  or  other  person,  to  make 
any  purchase  or  sale  of  any  gold  coin  or  bullion,  or  of  any 
foreign  exchange,  or  any  conlract  forany  such  purchase  or 
sale,  at  any  other  place  than  Ihcordinary  place  of  business 
of  either  Ihe  seller  or  pineliai;er,  owned  or  hir(Hl  and  occu- 
pied by  hiiii  individually,  or  by  a  partnership  of  which  lie 
is  a  member. 

Sec.  3.  Jliul  he  it  furl  her  evaded,  That  all  contracts  made 
in  violation  of  this  act  shall  be  abs(dutely  void. 

Sec  '1.  ^iiii  lie  it  furl/ier  enacted.  That  any  person  who 
sliall  violate  any  priivision  of  this  act  shall  be  hold  guilty 
of  a  nilsdeineanor,  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  fined  in 
any  sum  not  less  than  Sl,()0()  nor  more  thaii  j6;10,000,  or  be 
iiiiprisoned  for  a  period  not  less  than  three  months  norlonger 
than  one  year,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  furl  her  enacted.  That  Ihe  penalty  im- 
|K)s«il  by  tlie  lourth  section  of  this  act  may  be  recovered  in 
an  actiini  at  laW  in  any  court  of  record  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  which  ac- 
tion may  he  brought  in  tin;  name  of  the  United  Stales  by 
any  person  who  will  sue  lor  said  penally,  (uie  half  for  the 
use  of  the  Unitcil  Slates,  and  the  other  half  for  the  use  ol 
the  per.son  bringing  such  action.  And  the  recoviTy  and 
salislaction  of  "a  judgment  in  any  sucii  action  shall  be  a 
bar  to  Ihe  Imposition  of  any  fine  for  the  same  offense  in  any 
proseeiition  instituted  subse(|uent  to  the  recovery  of  such 
jiidgincnt,  but  shall  not  be  a  bar  to  the  infliction  of  punish- 
inciit  by  imprisonnienf,  as  provided  by  said  fourth  section. 

Sec.  0.  JiiuL  he  it  further  enacted,  Ttiat  all  acts  and  parts 
of  acts  inconsisteni  with. the  provisions  of  this  act  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  Sherman:   The  object  of  this  bm  is  to 

prevent  gamblingin  gold.  The  first  section  pro- 
hibits any  contract  for  the  purchase  orsale  of  gold 
tf)  be  delivered  at  a  future  lime.  The  second  sec- 
tion prohibits  the  sale  of  any  gold  by  a  banker 
or  broker  except  at  his  usual  place  of  bu.siness. 
Tlie  third  section  makes  the  contracts  described 
in  the  first  and  second  .sections  void.  Tlie  fourth 
section  punishes  the  violation  of  the  act  by  im- 
prisonment and  fine.  The  fifth  section  prescribes 
that  the  penalty  fixed  in  the  fourth  section  may 
be  recovered  by  an  action  of  deljt. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  due  to  the  subject,  and  it  is 
'due  to  ihe'CoinniitteeDii  Finance,  to  say  that  they 
are  not  sure  that  this  bill,  or  any  bill  of  a  similar 
character,  will  acconijilish  the  beneficial  results 
dcsirc4»     We  arc  confidenl  of  this,  however,  that 


mere  speculative  operations  in  gold  at  this  time 
have  an  injurious  cfFect  on  the  public  credit;  that 
the  sale  of  gold  by  a  party  who  has  no  gold  to 
sell  is  injurious  by  exciting  speculation  in  gold. 
We  also  feel  that  the  oft'cnse  that  is  being  com- 
mitted now  every  day  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
of  people  congregating  together  in  the  stree^^  or 
at  the  corners  and  selling  that  which  they  have 
not  to  sell,  is  injurious  to  the  public  credit.  This 
nation, as  any  other  nation,  has  the  right  to  pun- 
ish those  things  which  affect  the  public  credit,  not 
only  with  imprisonment  but  by  fines;  and  such 
is  the  purpose  of  this  bill. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  deems  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  as  highly  important.  I  will  send 
to  the  Secretary's  desk  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  on  the  subject,  with  a  view 
of  having  it  read. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows: 

Treasury  DEPAnxiMENT,  April  12,  1864. 

Sir:  Notwithstanding  the  diminished  amount  of  United 
States  notes  in  circulation,  and  the  gradual  withdrawal  from 
use  as  currency  of  interest-bearing  United  States  notes, 
made  a  legal  tender  for  their  face,  the  price  of  gold  con- 
tinues to  advance.  This  effect  can  only  be  attributed  to 
one  of  two  causes,  and  is  probably  due  in  part  to  each : 
first,  to  the  increase  of  notes  of  local  banks;  and  secondly, 
to  ihc  efforts  of  speculators. 

I  have  already  submitted  through  you  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Finance  a  bill  intended  as  a 
remedy  for  the  first  evil.  I  now  beg  leave  to  submit  to  its 
consideration  a  bill  intended  as  a  remedy  for  the  second. 

The  first  bill,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  will  have,  I  doubt  not, 
the  most  salutary  consequences.  The  elTects  of  the  second 
will  probably  be  more  immediate,  though  perhaps  not  ot 
such  permanent  importance. 

I  ask  for  both  a  candid  consideration,  and,  if  approved, 
the  favorable  action  of  Congress. 

It  must  not  be  thought,  however,  that  I  regard  either  or 
both  of  these  measures  adequate  remedies  fiir  financi.il  dis- 
orders. Nothing  short  of  taxation  toone  half  of  the  amount 
of  our  current  expenditures,  and  a  reduction  of  those  ex- 
penditures to  the  lowest  point  compatible  with  efficiency, 
will  insure  financial  success  to  the  Government.  And 
withimt  mililary.succcss  all  measures  will  fail. 

Very  respeettully, yours, 

S.  1".  CHASE,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  VV.  1*.  Fessenden, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Finance,  U.  S.  Senate, 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Committee  on  Finance 
adopted  the  view  taken  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  thought  the  passage  of  this  bill 
might  tend  to  make  difficult  these  speculations  in 
gold,  and  thus  tend  to  some  extent  to  preserve  the 
[lublic  credit.  We  felt  that  all  measures  of  this 
kind  were  merely  palliative;  that  people  would  buy 
and  sell  gold;  and  we  did  not  propose  to  punish 
them  for  doing  so,  or  to  prevent  persons  from 
buying  and  selling  gold  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business.  The  purpose  of  the  bill  is  simply  to 
prevent  people  from  selling  gold  who  have  none 
to  sell,  to  prevent  them  from  selling  it  at  places 
unusual,  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  business, 
and  in  such  a  way  as  to  depreciate  the  price  of 
our  paper  money.  The  true  remedy  for  all  our 
difficulties,  we  all  know,  must  be  military  success 
and  the  passage  of  tax  bills  sufficiently  burden- 
some to  withdraw  rapidly  currency  into  theTreas- 
ury  of  the  United  States;  but  believing  that  this 
bill  will  do  no  harm,  and  probably  do  good,  we 
deemed  it  our  duty  to  report  it  to  the  Senate, and 
ask  for  its  passage. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  before  we  proceed  any  further 
in  the  di.scussion  of  this  bill,  if  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  committee  to  prevent  the  purchase  of  for- 
eign exchange  or  gold  with  the  bank  notes  of  the 
different  States;  if  it  is  the  intention  to  cojifineall 
legitimate  transactions  to  United  Slates  notes  or 
the  national  currency. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the 
bill  to  prevent  any  purchase  of  gold  or  exchange 
l)y  any  person  desiring  to  buy  gold  or  exchange 
for  any  legitimate  purpose  whatever. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  The  provision  is  whatl 
have  suggested. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  mistakes  the 
terms.  The  first  section  only  prohibits  the  pur- 
chase of  gold  to  be  delivereil  in  the  future,  time 
.sales,  as  they  are  called.  If  a  man  wishes  to  buy 
gold  for  manual  delivery  it  is  not  prohibited  by 
this  section. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Oncquestion  which  would 
naturally  suggest  itself  to  the  Senate,  as  it  did  to 
the  committee,  would  be  how  far  the  power  of 
Congress  extends  over  the  subject.  If  Congress 
has  this  |)ower  it  is  fi)iitided  undoubtedly  on  the 
authority  given  by  the  Constitution  witli  regard  to 
the  currency  and  protecting  it;  and  gold  being  the 


basis,  and  a  part  of  the  currency,  gold  coin  es- 
pecially, I  suppose  it  comes  within  our  power  to 
do  anything  that  is  necessary  to  protect  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  from  depreciation.  If  the 
bill  cannot  be  defended  upon  that  ground  it  is  not 
defensible  upon  any  ground.  Perhaps  at  first 
blush  there  might  seem  to  be  some  doubt  about 
it;  but  on  deliberation  we  concluded  at  any  rate 
that  it  was  advisable  to  pass  the  bill, under  the 
circumstances,  and  leave  that  question  to  its  nat- 
ural result,  ourselves  being  inclined  to  the  opinion, 
very  decidedly,  that  the  power  existed. 

Then  came  the  question  with  regard  to  the  ef- 
fect. I  believe  upon  that  my  friend  from  Ohio 
has  expressed  the  views  of  the  Committee  on  Fi-- 
nance.  For  myself  I  have  very  great  doubt  on  ' 
that  point,  as  I  had  when  the  other  bill  was  passed 
some  time  ago  giving  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury the  power  to  sell  gold ;  I  mean  the  effect  with 
reference  to  operating  on  the  speculation  which 
has  been  producing  such  injurious  effects.  It  is 
very  doubtful  to  my  mind  whether  any  of  these 
bills  can  produce  any  very  sensible  effect  upon 
the  evil  that  we  try  to  remedy;  but  nevertheless 
it  is  a  crying  evil;  it  is  one  that  is  having  a  very 
injurious  effect  upon  us.  It  arises  from  two 
sources,  one  unquestionably  the  feeling  which  ex- 
ists among  so  many  persons,  the  desire  to  make 
money  at  no  matter  what  expense  to  the  country 
and  with  no  regard  to  any  injurious  effects  that 
may  be  produced  upon  the  country.  There  is  in 
all  communities  a  number — and  I  am  sorry  to  say 
too  large  a  number — of  men  whose  views  and 
whose  desires  never  extend  beyond  themselves 
and  their  own  interests,  and  who  will  sacrifice 
everything  else,  country  and  all,  to  what  they 
deem  to  be  their  individual  profit.  It  is  unques- 
tionably true  too  (and  that  is  also  a  feeling  that  is 
cultivated  by  some)  that  there  are  men  among  us 
who  are  in  the  interest  of  the  enemy,  and  who  do 
not  hesitate  of  course  to  do  everything  they  can 
to  break  down  the  public  credit. 

It  is  useless  to  heap  invectives  or  to  multiply 
expletives  with  regard  to  either  of  these  classes 
of  men.  Public  opinion,  if  the  better  part  of  the 
community  would  exert  it  strongly  in  the  city  of 
New  York  where  this  evil  originates  and  is  most 
prevalent  and  prominent,  might  produce  perhaps 
some  good,  because  men  who  are  insensible  to  all 
other  things  are  sometimes  sensible  to  shame  and 
can  be  operated  upon  by  that  consideration.  But 
in  a  great  commercial  mart  like  New  York,  it  is 
difficult  perhaps  to  exert  that  kind  of  influence  to 
such  an  extent  as  would  be  productive  of  good. 

Therefore,  although  we  may  not  believe  or  feel 
that  a  bill  of  this  kind  will  necessarily  produce 
the  effect,  and  although  it  may  be  very  doubtful 
whether  it  will  produce  the  effect,  it  is  neverthe- 
less a  duty  in  the  present  condition  of  things  in 
this  country  to  leave  nothing  untried  which  offers 
even  a  reasonable  ground  of  hope;  and  it  is  upon 
that  supposition,  tliat  idea,  that  faith,  that  the 
committee  recommend  the  measure,  in  the  belief 
that  a  bill  of  this  kind  may  produce  an  effect  in 
two  ways:  first  by  operating  upon  publicopinion, 
and  second  by  high  penalties,  and  especially  by 
the  provision  which  vacates  all  contracts  of  this 
description  it  may,  and  I  think  it  possibly  will, 
have  an  effect  to  check  in  some,  perhaps  not  any 
inconsiderable  degree,  tiie  rampant  and  heartless 
and  wicked  spirit  which  is  actuating  men  with 
reference  to  this  subject,  and  which  at  present  is 
so  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
With  this  view,  the  committee  agreed  to  submit 
the  bill  to  the  Senate  and  to  recommend  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  COWAN.  Mr.  President,  as  I  was  not 
fortunate  enough  to  agree  with  the  majority  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  in  regard  to  this  bill, 
I  beg  leave  to  stale  very  briefly  my  reasons  for 
choosing  to  differ  from  them. 

I  am  unwilling  ut  this  time,  much  ns  I  may  la- 
ment the  condition  of  the  public  credit,  to  make 
such  a  confession,  as  this  bill  seems  to  me  to  be, 
of  its  depreciation.  I  believe  that  in  no  other 
country  and  in  no  other  times,  even  the  worst  of 
revolutionary  times,  has  a  measure  of  this  kind 
been  resorted  to,  at  least  until  the  public  paper 
was  worth  about  six  for  one;  and  as  ours  has  not 
sunk  to  that  depth  in  the  market,  I  am  opposed 
to  resorting  to  any  such  subterfuges  as  I  conceive 
this  to  be  in  order  to  bolster  it  up. 

Mr.  President,  what  is  the  evil  coni{>lained  of 
here.'    It  is  well  enough  to  have  a  clear  view  of 
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it  before  we  go  any  further.  Certain  persons  in 
New  York  buy  and  sell  gold  when  they  really 
have  no  gold  to  buy  orsell;  and  they  buy  and  sell 
foreign  exchange  when  they  have  no  foreign  ex- 
change to  buy  or  sell.  It  is  difficult  at  first  sight 
to  see  how  that  could  possibly  be  conceived  to 
affect  the  value  either  of  gold  or  of  foreign  ex- 
change; but  in  fact  it  is  only  a  convenient  way 
of  betting.  These  pretended  sales  are  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  bet  that  at  a  given  day  gold 
will  be  of  a  particular  value,  or  that  foreign  ex- 
change will  be  of  a  particular  value.  It  will  be 
observed  that  in  these  transactions  there  are  al- 
ways two  parties.  There  is  a  party  who  bets  that 
gold  will  be  high  on  a  given  day,  and  there  is  a 
party  who  bets  that  it  will  be  low  on  that  day. 
One,  I  believe,  is  designated  a  "bull,"  and  the 
other  is  designated  a  "  bear,"  in  the  slang  of  the 
exchange. 

Does  any  sane  man  in  the  world  pretend  to  be- 
lieve that  the  efforts  of  these  people  in  thus  bet- 
ting can  influence  in  the  slightest  the  price  of  gold 
in  the  world's  market?  I  cannot  conceive  of  a 
greater  absurdity  than  to  suppose  they  could.  I 
do  not  believe  tiiey  have  the  slightest  influence 
upon  the  price  of  it  in  any  way,  and  if  I  did  be- 
lieve it  I  would  oppose  this  bill.  If  this  betting 
on  the  price  of  gold  has  a  tendency  on  the  one 
hand  to  raise  it,  has  it  not  a  corresponding  tend- 
ency on  the  other  to  lower  it?  If  John  Smith  bets 
that  it  will  be  two  hundred  next  Monday  and 
John  Jones  bets  that  it  will  be  only  one  hundred 
and  fifty,  you  have  two  parties,  one  on  yourside 
if  you  please,  and  the  other  against  you.  What  do 
you  confess  by  this  bill?  You  confess  in  the  first 
place  that  these  people  are  influencing  the  price 
of  gold,  and  in  the  second  place  that  your  backer 
is  weaker  than  the  other  party,  and  you  want  to 
throw  the  Government  into  the  scale  in  order  to 
help  to  force  up  your  credit. 

Mr.  President,  the  value  of  gold  depends  upon 
itself,  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  material, 
upon  the  fact  that  it  is  accepted  ail  over  the  world 
as  the  standard  of  value.  We  have  heard  that 
cotton  was  king,  and  we  have  heard  that  iron  was 
king,  l)Ut  after  all,  if  there  be  any  commodity  on 
the  earth  which  is  entitled  to  a  regal  appellation, 
which  is  endowed  with  sovereignty  itself  overall 
other  commodities,  it  is  gold.  There  is  no  es- 
caping from  it,  we  feel  it  everywhere.  We  feel 
it  in  spite  of  all  these  attempts  to  make  something 
else  a  standard. 

Then,  sir,  I  am  of  opinion,  with  all  due  defer- 
ence to  the  opinions  of  other  people,  that  no  com- 
bination of  men,  or  of  any  number  of  men,  can  in 
the  slightestdegree  influence  the  price  of  gold  one 
way  or  the  other.  That  is  a  fixed  price,  and  fixed 
not  by  what  the  speculators  or  gamblers  of  New 
York  may  choose  to  do  in  the  premises,  but  by 
what  the  world  at  large  does. 

How  is  the  price  of  a  commodity  affected  by 
combination?  It  is  only  by  some  combination 
which  can  obtain  a  monopoly  of  the  article.  Let 
us  suppose,  if  you  please,  that  the  members  of 
the  S(iJiate  upon  this  side  were  to  undertake  to 
raise  tlie  price  of  gold,  and  they  should  come  to- 
gether and  agree  that  they  would  not  sell  below 
a  certain  fixed  price,  would  there  not  be  some 
man  liere  who  would  be  wise  enough  at  once  to 
suggest,  "This  combination  amounts  to  nothing 
unless  we  can  gel  Senators  on  the  other  side  to 
agree  to  it?"  And  whenever  that  proposition  is 
started  it  becomes  evident  that  in  order  to  make 
it  effective  it  must  extend  throughout  the  whole 
world's  domain  wherever  gold  isvalued,  because 
if  it  is  not  universal  those  who  are  not  in  the 
combination  liave  the  advantage,  and  they  im- 
mediately come  in  and  undersell  the  combination, 
and  it  amounts  to  nothing. 

The  operation  of  this  bill  is  not  worth  any- 
thing at  any  rate, even  if  buying  and  selling  gold 
were  an  evil  and  calculated  to  affect  the  price  of 
gold,  because  it  is  evident  to  everybody  who  has 
considered  this  subject  that  these  men  are  gam- 
bling and  betting,  not  exactly  upon  the  price  of 
gold,  but  they  are  betting  upon  the  price  of  our 
securities;  and  when  they  bet  that  gold  will  be  of 
a  certain  price  on  a  given  day  they  mean  to  say 
that  our  securities  will  be  of  a  given  price  on  that 
day.  It  is  measured  by  gold,  and  the  quotations 
are  made  by  a  reference  to  the  price  of  gold,  but 
those  quotations  only  show  the  relation  which  our 
currency  bears  to  a  gold  value. 

If  thia  was  intended  aa  a  police  regulation  to 


prevent  gambling,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  pub- 
lic credit,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  community, 
but  for  the  correction  of  the  evil-doer,  it  would  be 
worth  nothing,  because  all  the  gamblers  have  to 
do  is  to  say,  "We  are  forbidden  to  bet  upon  the 
price  of  gold ,  but  we  are  not  forbidden  to  bet  upon 
the  price  of  greenbacks  or  the  price  of  five-twen- 
ties or  ten-forties,  or  any  other  security  of  the 
Government;"  and  gambling,  if  it  be  a  mischief, 
goes  on  just  in  the  same  way.  But  you  have  just, 
88  in  the  other  case,  two  parties.  You  have  one 
party  who  is  attempting  to  keep  up  your  public 
credit,  and  you  have  another  party  who  is  betting 
to  keep  it  down, and  they  always  neutralize  each 
other;  but  by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  throwing 
it  into  the  scale,  we  not  only  render  ourselves  ab- 
surd and  ridiculous,  as  violating  ail  the  lessons 
and  teachings  of  past  history,  but  I  think  we  act- 
ually throw  ourselves  into  the  scale  of  those  who 
are  trying  to  depreciate  the  public  credit  by  con- 
fessing that  it  needs  the  force  and  power  of  the 
Government  in  order  to  keep  that  credit  up. 

I  will  take  this  occcasion  to  say,  Mr.  President, 
what  I  devoutly  believe,  and  of  which  I  have  no 
more  doubt  than  that  I  stand  here,  that  all  con- 
trivances of  this  kind,  every  oneof  th«m,  are  but 
hollow  and  delusive  shams,  calculated  to  amuse 
and  delay  and  protract  the  proper  action  of  this 
body  to  the  attainment  ofa  proper  remedy.  What 
man  who  has  read  history,  even  modern  history 
— and  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  back  a  hundred 
years — cannot  find  plenty  of  examples  of  the  fal- 
lacy of  such  legislation  as  this?  Even  in  this 
country  it  can  be  found,  and  what  has  it  amounted 
to?  It  has  remained  afterwards  as  a  monument 
of  the  folly  and  the  fears  of  men  when  they  were 
in  the  tide  of  a  revolution  which  they  had  not  the 
manliness  to  stop  by  the  proper  means.  I  en- 
tirely agree  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  the  last  clause  of  his  letter.  There  is  but  one 
wayin  order  to  restore  the  public  credit.  Upon 
what  does  that  public  credit  rest  ?  Why  is  it  that 
our  security  to-day  is  notas  good  as  gold  ?  TJie 
first  difiiculiy  which  suggests  itself  to  the  mind 
of  the  man  who  is  about  to  receive  this  security 
is  the  stability  of  this  Government.  He  may  be 
perfectly  vvilling  to  tell  you,  "  If  this  Government 
stands  and  maintains  its  integrity,  1  will  pay  gold 
for  this  note;  but  I  fear  it;  from  all  I  see  about 
me  I  fear  it."  "What  do  you  value  the  risk  oc- 
casioned by  your  fears?"  "  To-day,"  he  says, 
"1  will  give  but  about  fifty-six  cents  for  your 
dollar."  There  is  another  man,  however,  who 
has  another  fear  in  addition  to  that.  He  says, 
"I  am  alVaid  that  if  this  Government  does  stand, 
from  the  temper  of  its  people,  from  the  extent  of 
the  democratic  principle  which  is  infused  through 
it,  the  minute  distribution  of  the  political  power 
in  the  hands  of  everybody,  its  people  even  if  it 
does  stand  will  not  agree  to  pay;"  and  therefore 
he  estimates  his  risks,  and  he  puts  it  down  to-day 
along  with  the  other  at  fifty-six  or  fifty-seven 
cents  on  the  dollar. 

Now,  sir,  what  are  we  to  do  in  order  to  satisfy 
these  men — who  if  they  are  wise  in  nothing  else, 
if  they  are  careful  in  nothing  else,  if  they  calcu- 
late about  nothing  else,  do  calculate  as  to  their 
pockets — what  arc  we  to  do  to  secure  them  and 
to  induce  them  to  have  a  belief  in  our  credit,  that 
is  in  our  stability  to  exist,  and  our  solvency  and 
our  ability  to  pay  ?  We  may  satisfy  them  that 
we  can  exist  by  beating  our  enemy,  by  put- 
ting down  the  armed  rebellion  which  now  afflicts 
the  country,  and  by  confining  ourselves  to  that 
task,  devoting  ourselves  with  an  eye  single  to  that 
work,  endeavoring  to  concentrate  all  the  energies 
of  the  loyal  people  everywhere  upon  that  work, 
avoiding  everything  which  is  calculated  to  dis- 
tract and  divide  their  attention  and  get  them  away 
from  it;  and  in  the  next  place,  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  says,  pass  a  revenue  bill  which  at 
least  will  pay  half  of  our  current  expenses  as  we 
go  along.  If  wc  do  that,  if  in  the  first  place  we 
satisfy  the  money-lender  that  we  are  going  to  put 
down  the  rebellion,  and  in  the  second  place  that 
we  are  going  to  pay  the  expenses,  and  that  we 
are  going  to  foot  them  as  we  go  along,  then  the 
public  credit  at  once  will  appreciate,  and  public 
securities  will  rise,  or,  if  you  choose  the  other 
phrase,  gold  will  apparently  go  down,  but,  as  I 
say,  gold  will  remain  precisely  where  it  was  all 
the  way  through.  Thai,  in  my  judgment,  is  the 
true  remedy,  and  I  would  not  resort  at  this  stage 
of  our  history  to  such  schemes  aa  have  been  re- 


sorted to  heretofore;  and  I  trust  the  Senate  will 
pardon  me  when  I  read  a  chapter  from  French 
history,  which  to  my  mind  very  much  resembles 
the  condition  we  are  approaching  now,  although 
we  have  not  yet  reached  it.  I  read  from  Thiers's 
History  of  the  French  Revolution,  volume  two, 
page  255  and  the  following  pages: 

"  GoveriimlKfl,  quite  as  unfortunate  as  the  people,  had 
no  means  of  existence  but  the  assignats,  which  jt  was 
obliged  to  give  in  thrice  and  four  limes  the  quantity  in  pay- 
ment for  the  same  services,  and  of  which  it  durst  not  make 
any  furtlier  issues  for  fear  of  depreciating  them  still  more. 
It  became,  therefore,  ,i  puiizling  question  liow  to  enable 
either  the  people  or  the  eovernment  to  subsist. 

"The  general  production,  however,  had  not  diminished. 
Tliougli  tlie  night  of  the  4tli  of  August  had  not  yet  pro- 
duced its  immense  effects,  France  was  in  no  want  either 
of  grain  or  of  raw  or  wrouglit  materials  ;  but  the  equal 
and  peaceable  distribution  of  thorn  had  become  impossi- 
ble, owing  to  the  effect  of  the  paper  money.  The  rev(du- 
tion  which,  in  abolishing  monarchy,  nevertheless  proposed 
to  pay  its  debts ;  which,  in  destroying  the  venality  of  offices, 
nevertheless  engaged  to  make  compensation  for  their  value; 
which,  lastly,  in  defending  the  new  order  of  things  against 
coalesced  Europe,  was  obliged  to  bear  the  expense  of  a 
general  war,  had,  to  defray  it,  the  national  property  taken 
from  the  clergy  and  the  emigrants.  To  put  into  circula- 
tion the  value  of  that  property,  it  had  devised  assignats 
which  were  the  representation  of  it,  and  which  by  means 
of  purchasers  were  to  return  to  the  exchequer  and  be 
burned.  But  as  p(!ople  felt  doubtful  of  the  revolution  and 
the  stability  of  the  sales,  they  did  not  purchase  those  pos- 
sessions." 

The  holders  of  the  assignats  were  unwilling  to 
invest  them  in  the  property  of  the  clergy  and 
emigrants,  because  they  feared  that  if  the  Revolu- 
tion failed  and  the  monarchy  was  restored,  their 
title  would  be  bad,  they  would  take  nothing. 

"  The  assignats  remained  in  circulation  like  an  unac- 
cepted bill  of  exchange,  and  became  depreciated  from  doubt 
and  the  quantity  issued. 

"  Specie  continued  to  be  regarded  as  the  real  standard 
of  value  ;  and  nothing  is  morehurtful  toa  doubtful  money 
than  the  rivalry  of  a  money  of  which  the  value  is  undis- 
puted. The  one  is  hoarded  and  kept  hack  from  circulation, 
while  the  other  offers  itself  in  abundance,  and  is  thus  dis- 
credited. Such  was  the  predicament  in  which  assignats 
stood  in  regard  to  specie.  The  Revolution,  doomed  to 
violent  measures,  was  no  longer  able  to  stop.  It  had  put 
into/orcc(i  circulation  the  anticipated  value  of  the  national 
domains;  it  could  not  help  trying  to  keep  it  up  hy  forced 
means.  On  the  1 1th  of  April,  in  spite  of  the  Girondins 
who  struggled  generously  but  imprudently  against  the  fa- 
tality of  that  revolutionary  situation,  the  Convention  de- 
creed the  penalty  of  six  years'  imprisonment  against  any 
person  who  should  sell  specie  ;  that  is  to  say,  who  should 
exchange  a  certain  quantity  of  gold  or  silver  for  a  more 
considerable  quantity  of  assignats.  It  enacted  the  sam« 
punishnient  for  every  one  who  should  stipulate  a  different 
price  for  commodities  according  as  the  payment  was  to  be 
made  in  specie  or  in  assignats. 

"  These  measures  did  not  prevent  the  difference  from 
being  rapidly  manifested.  In  June  a  metal  franc  was  worth 
three  francs  in  assignats ;  and  in  August,  two  months  after- 
wards, a  silver  franc  was  worth  six  francs  iu  assignats.  The 
ratio  of  diminution,  which  was  one  to  three,  had  therefore 
increased  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  six." 

"All  this  resulted  from  the  assignats,  as  the  assignats  had 
resulted  from  the  necessity  of  paying  old  debts,  making  com- 
pensation for  offices,  and  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  ruin- 
ous war;  in  like  manner  Ihf.  maximum  was  destined  to  re- 
sult from  the  assignats.  It  was,  in  fact,  to  little  purpose 
that  a  forced  circulation  had  been  given  to  this  money,  if 
the  tradesman,  by  raising  his  prices,  could  evade  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  it.  Let  a  forced  rate,  then,  be  fixed  for  com- 
modities as  well  as  for  money.  The  moment  the  law  said 
such  a  pieceof  paper  shall  be  worth  six  francs,  it  ought  also 
to  say  such  a  commodity  shall  l)e  sold  for  no  more  than  six 
francs,  otherwise  the  dealer,  by  raising  the  price  to  twelve, 
would  escape  the  exchange." 

Then  that  was  remedied  by  the  fixation  of  a 
maximum  piice  for  a  commodity. 

"Meanwhile  the  rise  in  the  price  of  articles  of  consump- 
tion, which  had  led  to  the  maxiimim.,  was  general  for  all 
conmiodities  of  the  first  necessity,  liutchcr's  meat,  vege- 
tables, fruits,  groceries,  candles,  fuc;l,  liquors,  articles  of 
clothing,  and  shoe  leather,  had  all  risen  in  price  in  propor- 
tion as  assignats  had  fallen ;  and  the  populace  were  daily 
more  and  nmre  bent  on  finding  forestallers,  where  there 
were  only  dealers  who  refused  a  money  that  had  lost  its 
value." 

You  hear  somecomplaining  to-day  of  forestall- 
ers as  criminals  rather  than  "  dealers  who  refused 
a  money  that  had  lost  its  value." 

"  It  will  be  recollected  that  in  February  it  had  plundered 
the  grocers'  shops  at  the  instigation  of  Marat.  In  .fuly  it 
had  plundered  boats  laden  with  soap  coming  up  the  Seine 
to  Paris.  The  indignant  conunuiie  had  passed  (he  most 
severe  resolutions,  and  I'ache  had  printed  Uiis  simplu  and 
laconic  warning: 

"  '  Pache,  mayor,  to  his  fellow-citizens  : 

"' Paris  contains  seven  hundred  thousand  inhabitants; 
the  soil  of  Paris  produces  nothing  for  their  food,  their  cloth- 
ing, their  subsistence;  it  is  theretore  necessary  for  Paris  to 
obtain  everything  from  the  departments  and  from  abroad. 

"'  When  provisions  and  merchandise  come  to  Paris,  if 
the  inhabitants  rob  the  owners  of  them,  supplies  will  cease 
tobesei.l. 

•  '"  Palis  will  then  have  no  lood,  no  clothing,  nothing  for 
the  subsistence  ut'its  numerous  inhabilams. 
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"'And  seven  liuntlrod  llioiisaiid  persons,  destitute  of 
everything',  will  devnur  one  aiiotlnir.' 

"TiK'piopI";  liiidnolconiinitttd.inyriirlher  depredations, 
bin  tin  y  still  deniainled  seven?  nie:iscires  against  tlie  d(Ml- 
ers;  aiid  we  have  seen  llie  priest  Jacqms  I!on\-  exeiting 
the  C'Drdeliers,  witli  the  virw  to  obtain  the  insertion  of  an 
article  auaiiist  the  forestallers  in  tlie  constitution.  They 
also  inveighed  !)i!terlv  au-ainst  the  stock-johbers,  who,  they 
said,  raised  the  prices  of  goods  by  speculating  in  assignats, 
gold,  silver,  and  foreign  paper."  m 

Precisely  tlie  complaint  here. 

'•  Tlie  popular  imagination  crtiated  monsters,  and  every- 
where discovered  inveterate  enemies  wliere  there  were 
only  eager  gamblers,  profiting  by  tbe.evil,  but  not  produ- 
cing it,  and  most  certainly  not  lMV*ngtlie  power  to  produce 
it." 

That  is  just  what  I  tlilnk  is  trite  in  this  case. 
AVc  arc  passing  this  bill  to  punish  people  for  pro- 
ducing it  when  they  luive  no  possible  power  to 
produce  it;  llicy  are  spuculiiting  on  a  public  ca- 
lamity without  being  the  cause  of  it. 

"  Tlie  depreciation  of  the  assignats  had  a  great  number 
of  causes;  their  considerable  quantity;  the  uncertainty  of 
their  pledge,  which  would  be  swept  away  if  the  revolution 
were  to  fail ;  their  comparison  with  specie,  which  did  not 
lose  its  reality,  and  with  coniniodities  which,  retaining  their 
value,  r(M'use(l  to  e.\changeiln  nisei  ves  for  amoney  that  had 
lost  its  value.  In  this  slate  <if  things  the  capitalists  would 
not  keep  their  funds  in  the  form  of  assignats,  because  under 
tli.'it  form  they  were  wasting  from  day  to  day.  At  first  they 
had  endeavored  to  procure  money  ;  but  six  years  of  annoy- 
ance had  scared  the  sellers  and  the  buyi^rs  of  specie.  They 
had  then  thought  of  purchasing  commodiiics,  but  tlipseof- 
lered  only  a  temporary  eniploynient  of  capital  because  lliey 
would  not  keep  long,  ami  a  dangerous  employment  because 
the  rage  against  forestallers  was  at  its  height.  They  sought,- 
lhi:refore,  securities  in  foreign  countries.  All  those  who 
had  assignats  were  eager  to  buy  bills  of  exchange  on  Lon- 
don, Amsterdam,  Uanibuig,  Geneva,  or  on  any  place  in 
Kurope.  'i'o  obiiv'n  llii'sc  loieigu  values  they  gave  enor- 
mous national  values,  and  thus  lowered  the  assignats  by 
parlingwitli  them."        ******* 

"Great  eagerness" — 

I  simply  read  this  to  show  the  rescnibiance  be- 
tween iliuse  times  and  these  to  some  extent — 

"  Great  eagerness  was  also  shown  to  obtain  shares  in  tlie 
stocks  of  the  financial  companies,  which  seemed  to  be  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  revolution  and  of  the  counter-revo- 
lution, and  toolier,  moreover,  an  advantageous  employment 
of  capital.  Those  of  the  Comji«giue  rf'£vcom/iAe  were  in 
high  favor,  but  those  of  the  East  India  Coinpiiny  were  sought 
after  with  the  greatest  avidity,  bee.iuse  they  rested,  in  some 
measure,  on  a  pledge  that  could  not  be  laid  hold  of,  consist- 
ing in  ships  and  storehouses  situated  all  over  the  globe.  To 
no  purpose  they  had  been  subjected  to  a  hi.'avy  transfer  duty. 
The  directors  had  evaded  the  law  by  abolishing  the  actions, 
and  makiiigthem  consist  in  an  entry  in  the  registers  of  the 
company,  which  took  jilace  without  any  formality." 

I  might  go  on,  Mr.  President,  at  great  length 
in  order  to  show  that  in  like  situations  men  are 
prone,  when  tliey  are  not  corrected  by  the  lessons 
of  past  history,  to  resort  to  llie  like  means  to  get 
rid  of  like  evils,  i  have  only  to  say  that  L  think 
the  means  here  proposed  are  inadequate,  and  that 
wc  had  a  great  deal  better  set  ourselves  to  some 
method  by  which,  in  the  language  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  to  levy  one  half  the  current 
expenses  of  the  country  from  the  country. 

Mv.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senate  ought  to  be 
very  much  obliged  to  my  honorable  frioiul  from 
Pennsylvania  for  giving  us  a  iiistory,  which  1 
suppose  none  of  us  knew  anything  about  before, 
and  that  was  the  portion  of  the  history  of  France 
which  related  to  ihedepreciatioii  of  their  currency. 
1  su|i|iose  tliereis  no  question  tJiut  gold  has  a  fixed, 
determinate  value, and  that  ii.s  nominal  value  may 
fluctuate  according  to  the  character  of  the  currency 
that  is  brought  in  competition  with  it.  It  is  use- 
les.'j  to  deny,  no  person  will  be  unwise  enough  to 
deny,  that  we  are  in  a  condition  of  things  in  this 
country  where  gold  must  necessarily  have  a  nom- 
inal value,  if  you  please  to  call  it  so,  above  that 
of  our  currency  in  use.  But  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator will  not  deny  that,  in  order  to  carry  on  this 
war,  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
another  kind  of  currency,  and  that  it  must  iieces- 
Barily  take  its  cour.se  and  have  itsefl^'rct.  Its  value, 
if  you  please  to  call  it  so,  must  vary  according  to 
our  shifting  circumstances,  and  according  to  the 
necessities  wc  are  under,  and  according  to  the 
confidence  whieji  the  cominunily  has  in  our  suc- 
cess, in  our  ability  to  pay  and  in  our  di.sposition 
to  pay.  Tliese  arc  principles  which  have  been 
laid  down  here  repeatedly,  and  not  for  the  first 
lime  here,  because  ihey  are  familiar  to  everybody ; 
Ijut  that  is  not  the  question.  The  qiieslion  bcfoie 
the  Senate  is  not  whether  we  shall  not  \h'.  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  oilier  mrasiins.  My  honor- 
able friend  ha.s  argued  this  question  as  if  wc  did 
not  design  to  bring  in  a  lax  bill;  as  if  we  did  not 
design  to  conquer  the  enemy  if  we  could  ;  ns  if  we 
would  rest  hero  and  not  use  nil  oitr  cfTort.s  lo  ac- 


cornplish  the  great  purposes  for  which  we  arc 
contending. 

Sir,  the  committee  of  which  he  is  a  member, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  place  this  bill 
tipon  no  such  ground.  The  intimation  coming 
from  a  member  of  the  Coinmittee  on  Finance  so 
eminent  as  my  friend  is,  that  is  implied  in  his 
remarks,  is  enough  of  itself  to  alarm  the  country 
if  unexplained.  The  honorable  Secretary  states 
that  he  places  no  great  reliance  upon  the  per- 
manent eflect  of  this  bill.  My  honorable  friend 
from  Ohio,  who  reported  the  bill,  has  said  the 
same  thing,  and  I  have  repeated  it;  and  if  neither 
of  us  had  said  a  word  on  the  subject  it  would 
have  been  manifest  to  the  mind  of  every  man  in 
the  Senate  who  thought  upon  the  subfect.  We 
support  it  only  because  of  the  possibility,  the 
jirobability  I  will  say,  that  it  may  have  a  decided 
though  not  a  permanent  effect  in  preventing  the 
spread  of  a  great  evil. 

That  it  is  true  in  point  of  fact  that  this  matter 
is  inflacnced  by  the  shifting  efforts  of  men  in  a 
market  like  that  of  New  York,  a  single  day 's  ex- 
perience in  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  slock 
market  would  show,  and  the  honorable  Senator 
has  only  to  have  recourse  to  it  lo  satisfy  himself 
on  this  subject,  where  it  varies  from  morning  to 
night,  wilhoul  the  slightest  change  apparently  in 
the  circumstances  of  the  day,  some  ten  or  fifteen 
per  cent,  in  value.  Docs  ihe  honorable  Senator 
undertake  to  say  that  in  the  period  of  one  day, 
from  morning,  when  gold  was  ninety,  to  night, 
when  it  was  seventy-five,  confidence  in  our  suc- 
cess and  in  our  efforts  had  increased  just  so  much.' 

Mr.  COWAN.  Will  the  honorable  Senator 
allow  me  to  ask  him  whether  that  fluctuation  is 
in  the  price  of  gold  or  in  the  price  of  our  securi- 
ties.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  is  in  the  price  of  gold, 
the  securities  not  varying  a  farthing  the  same 
day.  But  the  Senator  says  this  fluctuation  in  the 
price  of  gold  is  entirely  according  to  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community  in  our  ability  and  integ- 
rity, and  owing  lo  the  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try. 1  ask  him  what  there  was  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  yesterday  that  should 
bring  gold  down  from  ninety  in  the  morning  to 
seventy-five  in  the  evening.' 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  will  answer  that.  Gold  was 
precisely  the  same  yesterday  morning  that  it  was 
yesterday  afternoon,  according  to  my  theory. 
It  was  the  public  credit  which  went  up  and  down 
during  the  day;  and  which  was  ineasurcd  by  the 
standard  of  gold;  but  gold  itself  remained  the 
same. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  precisely  the 
question.  What  improved  the  public  credit  so 
much  from  morning  to  night.'  What  was  there 
between  the  opening  of  the  money  market  in  the 
morning  and  the  clo.sing  of  it  in  the  evening, 
which  changed  the  public  credit  fifteen  per  cent.? 
What  change  was  there  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  country,  in  the  credit  of  the  country,  during 
that  time  to  cause  that  change.'   .  None  at  all. 

But,  sir,  I  did  not  rise  lo  discusstliis  question, 
because  the  committee  has  placed  this  bill  before 
the  Senate  frankly  staling  iis  opinions  and  stat- 
ing its  belief  that  good  may  resnll,  and  that  no 
harm  caw  come,  foi'  nobody  can  jioint  out  any 
evil  effects  that  are  likely  to  follow  from  it.  I 
rose  to  say,  what  I  have  had  for  some  time  the 
intention  of  saying,  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the 
complaint  that  exists  in  the  country  with  reference 
to  the  action  of  Congress.  Upon  these  matlers. 
Why  is  it  that  so  much  complaint  exists.'  Why 
ought  any  intimation  bi;  made,  especially  by  my 
honorable  friend,  that  we  are  delaying  proper 
mi'asures.'  So  far  as  the  Senate  is  concerned, 
everybody  who  knows  anythingabout  legislation 
knows  that  vve  have  not  had  the  power  up  lo  this 
moment  to  act  upon  a  revenue  bill.  We  cannot  act 
upon  one  until  it  i.s"  sent  to  us  from  ihe  House  of 
R(>presentaiives;  and  1  say  not  this  for  the  pur- 
pose of  impiiiing  any  blaine  whatever  to  liiat 
House  upon  the  subject,  because,  as  I  have  had 
occasion  to  say  before,  1  know  the  imiTiense  la- 
bor involved  in  [ireparing  a  revenue  bill  such  as 
has  been  now  reported  to  tin?  House  of  Ilepre- 
sentuiives.  if  you  woulil  take  the  ojiinions  of 
our  newspaper  writers,  ihe  wise  men  who  edit 
iliem — anil  I  confess  that  they  monopolize  among 
tliemselves  the  fiitm  of  human  wisdom — it  is  very 
easy  to  make  a  revi'niu!  bill  of  the  most  involved 
cluiracier  in  about  fifteen  minutes.   Foranybody, 


especially  for  an  editor  of  a  newspaper,  a  man 
who  happens  lo  belong  lo  that  particularly  favored 
class  which,  under  llie  dispensation  of  Provi- 
dence, has  the  power  of  looking  through  anything 
and  everything  intuitively,  a  revenue  bill  takes 
no  time,  needs  no  investigaiion,  requires  no  study, 
but  is  to  be  made  without  the  slightest  trouble, 
and  to  be  put  upon  the  country  by  a  single  ipse 
dixit. 

That  is  not  the  way  to  consider  the  subject.  I 
think  the  public  press  of  the  country  has  not 
treated  us  fairly.  I  speak  of  that  portion  of  it 
which  has  complained  so  bitterly,  because  it  did 
not  know  the  immense  labor  that  is  necessary, 
nor  did  it  know  the  immense  labor  that  has  been 
given  and  the  constanland  unvaried  assiduity  with 
which  the.  members  of  tiie  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  been  struggling  to  present  as  soon 
as  they  could  a  bill  which  should  accomplish 
the  iiiirposes  which  we  all  desire  to  accomplish. 
Evcrybodyknows,  as  my  friend  says,  that  it  is 
necessaiy  lo  carry  on  the  war  with  assiduity,  to 
devote  ourselves  lo  that,  to  conquer  ihe  enemy. 
Arc  we  not  tryingall  we  can  todoit.'  isnotcvcry 
eflbrl  being  made.'  If  it  cannot  be  accomplished 
in  an  hour,  or  a  week,  or  a  month,  are  we  in  the 
mean  lime  lo  omit  those  minor  measures  which 
inay.havea  slight  effect,  and  perhaps  a  serious 
one,  in  impeding  the  difnculties  with  which  we 
are  litboring  lo  prevent  their  being  rolled  upon  us 
with  so  much  greater  force  and  in  so  much  greater 
amount.'  Thai  is  not  the  way  to  present  a  case 
of  this  character  to  the  Senate.  If  we  cannot  do 
a  great  thing  to-day,  but  may  do  a  small  one  which 
will  have  some  cfl'ect,  shall  we  omit  the  small  one.' 
And  yet  that  would  seem  to  be  the  argument  ot 
the  honorable  Senator.  If  he  does  not  believe 
it  is  of  any  value,  of  course  that  consideration 
is  enough,  to  influence  him;  but  for  those  who 
believe  that  it  may  be,  and  vho  are  willing  to  do 
all  wc  can  to  eflect  the  purpose,  who,  if  we  etmnot 
do  what  we  would,  will  do  what  we  can,  let  us 
)iass  this  bill  and  trust  the  result  lo  cxpeiicnce. 
I  agree  perfectly  with  him  that  thisc  measures  arc 
but  palliatives,  that  they  can  have  but  a  tem|io- 
rary  eflect;  but  shall  we  omit  to  produce  llic  tem- 
porary result  which  we  believe  can  be  produced, 
especially  in  this  condition  of  things.'  I  think 
that  would  be  a  poor  principle  of  action. 

Mr.  CLARK.  For  the  purpose  of  calling  the 
attention  of  Senators  particularly  to  this  bill,  I 
move  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  committee 
by  striking  out  in  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and 
thirteenth  lines  of  the  first  section  the  words  "by 
the  manual'  delivery  of  United  Slates  notes  or 
national  cunrcncy,  and  not  otherwise." 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  will  allow  me  to  say  a  word  in  re- 
sponse to  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

Mr.  CLARK.     Certainly. 

Mr.  COWAN.  Mr.  President,  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maine  has,  to  some  extent,  an- 
swered the  speech  I  have  made,  and  he  has  an- 
swered, to  a  very  great  extent,  one  which  I  did 
not  make.  However,  1  shall  waive  all  advaaiage 
which  I  might  have  iVom  that.  I  merely  wish 
lo  say  that  as  I  understand  the  distinct  issue  be- 
tween us,  it  is  this:  he  alleges  that  it  is  gold  ihat 
goes  up  and  down  in  the  maiket  of  New  York 
daily;  I  allege,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  is  our 
securities  that  go  up  and  down.  He  asks  mo 
why  it  is.  The  best  answi-r  I  can  give  him  and 
the  best  description  I  can  find  anywhere  of  ihc 
modes  by  which  these  gentlemen  attempt  lo  affect 
the  market  of  public  securities,  1  find  in  the  same 
book  which  1  read  before. 

"  The  war  " 

Mr.  FESS.:NDEN.  The  Senator  diij  not  un- 
derstand me.  It  is  a  matter  of  entire  indifference, 
for  the  purpose  of  the  argument,  whether  it  is 
the  gold  or  the  securities  iliat  vary.  Ills  argu- 
ment was  that  all  these "ouuside  circumstances 
produced  no  iffect  on  the  (iiices  of  either,  that 
they  were  entirely  depeiulenl  on  other  things 
which  he  stated.  Then  my  question  wtis  to  him 
in  regard  lo  yesterilay — I  brought  it  to  that — 
whnl  was  there  in  the  condition  <if  the  country 
yesterilay  to  produce  a  variation  of  fifteen  per 
cent,  during  the  day  to  improve  the  securities  of 
the  Governmeiil  lo  thai  exteiil.'  for  that  was  the 
result,  aecoiding  lo  his  argument. 

Mr.  COWAN.  1  am  just  about  to  answer, 
and  I  admit  again  that  I  ilid  say  that  1  believed 
liicse  ojieraliona  do  not  affect  the  value  of  gold 
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one  way  or  ihe  other.     I  read  from  tliesame  book 
from  wj)icli   I  read  before,  page  259: 

"  The  war,  and  the  fear  of  a  terrible  revolution,  had  in- 
tenuptod  many  corrimerclal  operations,  and  further  in- 
oria^ed  the  mass  of  stagnant  capitals  tliat  were  seeking 
sectnitiefi.  These  capitals,  llnis  accumulated,  were  em- 
ployed in  perpetual  speculations  at  tlie  stocic  exchange  in 
Paris,  and  were  converted  alternately  into  gold,  silver,  mer- 
cliandise,  hills  of  exchange,  companies'  shares,  old  Gov- 
erntiicnt  stocks,  &c.  ■  Thiilier  resorted, as  usual,  those  ad- 
venturous gamblers  who  plunge  into  every  kind  of  hazard, 
wlio  speculate  on  the  accidents  of  commerce,  the  supply 
of  armies,  tht(good  faith  of  Governments.  Placing  them- 
selves on  the  watch  at  the  exchange,  tlicy  made  a  profit 
by  all  tlie  rises  occasioned  by  the  constant  fall  of  tlie  as- 
signats.  Tlie  fall  of  the  assigiiats  first  began  at  the  ex- 
change, with  reference  to  specie  and  to  all  movable  values. 
It  took  place  afterwards  with  reference  to  the  commodities. 
Which  rose  in  price  in  thcshops  and  in  the  markets.  Coni- 
'  modities,  however,  did  not  rise  so  rapidly  asspecie,  because 
the  markets  arc  at  a  distance  from  the  exchange,  because 
they  are  not  so  easily  aflectcd,  and,  moreover,  because  the 
dealers  cannot  give  the  word  so  rapidly  to  one  another  as 
stock-jobbers  assembled  in  one  and  the  same  building.  The 
difference,  pronounced  at  the  exchange,  was  not  felt  in 
other  places  till  after  a  longer  or  shorter  time  :  thus,  when 
the  five-franc  assignat  was  worth  no  more  thaii  two  francs 
at  the  exchange,  it  was  passing  for  three  in  the  markets, 
and  the  stQck-jobbers  had  suHieient  time  for  speculating. 
Having  their  capitals  quite  ready,  they  procured  specie  be- 
fore tin;  rise  ;  as  soon  as  it  had  risen  in  comparison  with 
assignats,  they  exchanged  it  for  the  latter;  tliey  had  of 
course  a  greater  quantity,  and,  as  merchandise  had  not  yet 
liad  time  to  rise  too,  with  this  greater  quantity  of  fjssignats 
Ihey  bought  a  greater  quantity  of  merchandise,  and  solil  it 
again  when  the  balance  between  them  was  restored.  Their 
part  had  consisted  in  holding  cash  on  merchandise  while 
one  or  the  other  rose  in  reference  to  the  assignat.  It  was 
therefore  the  constant  profit  of  the  rise  of  everything  in 
comparison  with  the  assignat  whicli  they  had  made,  and 
it  was  natural  that  they  should  be  grudged  this  profit,  in- 
variably founded  on  a  public  calamity.  Their  speculations 
extended  to  the  variation  of  all  kindsof  securities,  such  as 
foreign  paper,  companies'  shares,  &c.  They  profited  by 
all  the  accidents  that  could  produce  these  fluctuations — a 
defeat,  a  motion,  a  false  report." 

There  is  the  complete  answer  as  to  those  fluc- 
tuations which  appear  in  New  York  daily.  They 
may  arise  from  the  rumor  of  a  defeat;  they  may 
flow  out  of  a  motion  which  is  made  in  the  Senate 
or  in  the  House  of  Representatives;  they  may 
arise  fiom  a  thousand  accidents;  but  that  the  gam- 
blers, the  speculators,  the  men  who  deal  in  them 
have  any  agency  or  can  exert  any  power  upon 
the  value  of  these  things  is  that  which  I  deny. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  says  that  he  does  not 
care  whether  it  is  gold  that  goes  up  or  paper  that 
goes  down,  or  vice  versa;  he  does  not  care  in  which 
commodity  the  fluctuation  is.  Then,  if  the  fluc- 
tuation be  in  paper,  the  gambling  should  be  pro- 
hibited in  the  paper. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  not  a  statement 
of  the  arguinent  I  attempted  to  use. 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  say  if  the  fluctuation  is  in 
tlic  public  credit,  if  it  is  in  the  value  of  our  secu- 
rities, then  the  bet  is  on  that  value,  not  on  the 
value  of  the  gold,  but  on  the  value  of  the  bond  or 
the  Treasury  note  or  whatever  may  be  the  Gov- 
ernment currency  at  tlie  time;  and  if  that  be  true, 
if  the  gambling  is  upon  the  value  of  that  currency, 
that  should  be  forbidden,  if  anything  is  to  be  ef- 
fected, because  that  is  the  true  offense  if  there  is 
an  offense  in  it  at  all. 

One  word  more,  Mr.  President.  The  Senator 
says  that  I  reflected  on  the  Senate,  reflected  on 
this  Congress  generally,  because  it  had  not  brought 
in  and  perfected  and  passed  a  revenue  bill. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  does  not 
understand  me.  I  do  not  think  the  honorable 
Senator  would  reflect  upon  cither  or  inteiided  to 
reflect  upon  either;  but  I  said  or  intended  to  say 
that  the  inference  drawn  from  his  remarks  would 
be  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  hope  trot,  Mr.  President; 
and  if  any  man  is  disposed  to  make  such  an  in- 
ference, I  trust  what  1  am  about  to  say  now  will 
correct  it.  1  reflected  upon  no  one.  I  think  I 
.recognize  the  difiiciilties  which  surround  us  as 
well  a.s  nny  man  in  this  assembly  or  out  of  it.  I 
think  I  feel  the  importance  of  tare  and  caution 
and  deliberation  in  every  step  we  take  in  order  to 
extricate  ourselves  from  these  (lifTicukics,  and  I 
would  not  expect  to  mature  and  to  pass  a  reve- 
nue bill  in  a  day  or  a  week  or  a  motith.  I  have 
reflected  upon  nobody;  but  I 'do  say  this,  Mr. 
President,  by  way  of  giving  my  opinions,  that 
unless  wcfroin  henceforth  go  to  work  and  devote 
our  energies  in  both  Houses  (of  course  we  can 
initiate  nothing  here)  in  order  to  do  something 
bettor  than  this  to  sustain  ilie  public  credit,  we 
shall  find  ouiselvcs  before  a  very  great  while  in- 
volved in  a  calamity  from  which  perhaps  wo  may 
not  be  able  to  extricate  ourselves,  and  I  think  it 


istiine  nowto  look  this  danger  in  the  face.  When 
our  dollar  is  worth  but  a  little  over  half  a  dollar, 
fifty-six  or  fifty-scvon  cents,  when  we  are  going 
in  debt  daily  twice  as  much  as  we  ought  to  go  in 
debt  if  we  could  keep  our  dollar  to  the  proper 
standard,  I  say  it  is  time  that  every  man  siiouid 
be  awake  to  the  dangers  which  surround  us,  and 
upon  the  alert  in  ortier  to  prevent  them,  and  that 
all  crimination  and  recrimination  and  all  reflec- 
tion upon  anybody  and  everybody  should  cease, 
and  we  should  go  together  as  men  determined  to 
save  our  country,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  one  and 
all,  and  endeavor  if  wc  can  to  surmount  these 
difliculties  before  they  overwhelm  us  and  before 
they  become  unmanageable  on  account  of  their 
iTiagnitude  in  our  hands. 

Mr.  CLARK.  The  effect  of  striking  out  the 
words  which  I  propose  to  strike  out  of  the  bill 
will  be  to  allow  the  person  purchasing  the  gold 
to  make  the  payment  for  the  gold  in  any  current 
funds  of  the  country  that  the  party  selling  may 
be  willing  to  receive.  By  the  provision  of  the  bill 
as  it  now  stands  a  parly  purchasing  gold  must 
not  only  have  an  actual  delivery  of  thegold  to  iiim 
at  the  time,  but  he  must  make  an  actual  manual 
payment  for  the  gold  in  the  national  currency  or 
in  the  greenbacks  of  the  country.  Let  me  illus- 
trate it.  I  am  here  in  Washington  and  I  want  to 
go  to  New  York,  and  I  want  to  purchase  some 
gold  in  New  York,  $]0,Q00  if  you  please.  I  have 
$10,000  in  greenbacks  here  in  Washington.  It 
is  very  inconvenient  for  rne  to  take  them  to  New 
York  to  pay  for  thegold  there.  I  go  to  Jay  Cooice 
&  Co.,  and  I  deposit  with  them  my  $10,000  in 
greenbacks.  I  draw  on  them  for  $10,000  at  sight, 
and  ask  them  to  accept  it  before  1  depart,  and 
they  do  so.  I  go  to  ISTew  York,  and  1  say  to  a 
broke;'  there,  "  i  want  your  gold."  He  replies, 
"  1  vv^ill  sell  it  to  you  at  such  a  price."  That  is 
agreeable  to  me,  and  I  say,  "  Here  is  a  draft  on 
Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  perfectly  good."  "  Oh,  yes," 
he  replies,  "  but  I  cannot  take  that;  I  must  have 
the  greenbacks;  the  law  requires  it."  And  thus 
I  am  put  to  the  necessity  of  carrying  my  green- 
backs from  Washington  to  New  York  to  comply 
with  the  law  because  here  is  a  provision  requir- 
ing it,  whicFi  I  think  a  very  odious  and  very  oner- 
ous one. 

1  have  not  been  able  to  agree  with  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  on  this  bill.  I  do  not  believe,  in 
the  first  place,  that  it  will  answer  the  purpose  de- 
signed. I  believe  it  will  be  just  as  futile  as  your 
gold  bill  the  other  day,  when  you  proposed  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sell  gold 
to  bring  the  price  of  gold  down,  and  it  went  up 
five  per  cent,  before  night  on  the  very  day  you 
passed  the  bill.  I  am  entirely  willing,  however, 
if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  believes  that  this 
bill  will  aid  him,  to  give  it  to  him,  if  it  can  be 
made  so  that  it  will  not  do  any  mischief;  but  it 
would  certainly  be  a  hardship  upon  the  coinrnu- 
nity  if  a  bill  should  be  passed  with  these  provis- 
ions in  it. 

In  the  first  place,  by  the  second  section  of  th'e 
bill  a  man  cannot  sell  you  gold  if  he  meets  you 
in  any  other  than  his  own  or  your  place  of  busi- 
ness. A  gentleman  comes  here  from  New  York, 
if  you  please.  I  want  some  gold.  1  am  from 
New  Hampshire  and  he  is  from  New  York.  I 
ask  liim,  "Will  you  sell  me  some  gold  here.'" 
"  Yes,  sir;  but  the  law  is  directly  in  the  way;  I 
cannot  sell  you  any  gold  here;  if  you  will  come 
with  me  to  New  York  and  go  to  my  oflice,  one 
which  I  hire  and  occupy  individually  myself,  or 
in  partnership,  I  can  sell  it  to  you."  "  Well,  I 
will  go  and  deposit  my  greenbacks  before  I  start. 
1  do  not  want  to  carry  them  with  me  as  somebody 
would  be  very  likely  to  steal  them,  and  1  will  go 
and  leave  them  with  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  and  take 
a  certificate  of  deposit."  "But,"  he  answers, 
"  that  will  not  do.  When  you  get  there  1  will  de- 
liver 3'ou  the  gold,  but  you  have  got  by  your  own 
hand,  by  manual  delivery,  to  give  me  the  national 
currency  in  return."  I  ask  what  is  the  design, 
what  is  tiie  benefit  of  Restricting  a  legal  and  proper 
trade  in  that  way,  because  tiiese  are  transactions 
in  gold  that  are  perfectly  proper.'  I  may  wantto 
go  to  Eurofie  to-morrow  or  next  week;  1  want 
gold,  and  it  is  perfectly  legitimate  and  proper  for 
mo  to  have  the  gold;  but  how  am  I  to  get  it? 
Why,  in  the  way  I  pro[H>.se.  1  desire  that  these 
word.s  shall  be  stricken  out,  so  that  the  gold  shall 
be  paid  for  in  any  of  the  current  funds  of  the  coun- 
try that  tho  seller  of  the  gold  is  willingto  take.    As 


the  Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collamer]  sug- 
gests to  me,  why  not  pay  in  horses,  if  the  seller 
is  willing  to  take  them,  provided  the  gold  is  de- 
livered down  and  it  is  a  present  actual  transac- 
tion at  the  time. 

Let  me  take  a  familiar  illustration.  Here  is  a 
party  living  tlown  by  the  Astor  House,  in  New 
York.  He  goes  up  to  the  Fifth  avenue  at  night 
and  wants  to  buy  some  gold.  He  finds  a  person 
owning  gold  who  says  to  him,  "  I  will  sell  it  to 
you;  here  it  is."  He  answers,  "TiTere  is  my 
check."  The  reply  is,  "Oh,  no;  I  cannot  take 
that;  that  will  not  do."  "Wliynot.'  I  have  got 
the  money  down  by  the  Astor  House."  "  1  know 
it;  but  I  cannot  take  it;  you  must  bring  up  your 
greenbacks  here  and  lay  them  down  on  my  desk, 
or  I  can  fake  my  half  peck  of  gold  and  carry  it 
down  there  and  do  it  there."  What  is  the  use 
of  irritating  legitimate  trade  in  this  way.'  Why 
should  not  a  man  who  has  gold  to  sell  or  who 
wants  to  buy  gold  be  permitted  to  take  or  give  a 
note  in  payment  if  he  chooses.'  Suppose  I  am 
going  again  to  Europe  and  I  want  $10,000  in  gold. 
1  have  no  greenbacks.  I  say  to  a  person  owning 
the  gold,  "Here,  take  my  note  for  thirty  days 
until  I  come  back."  He  replies,  "I  cannot  do 
that;  that  will  not  do." 

In  my  judgment,  there  are  in  this  bill  useless  re- 
strictions. 1  am  willing,  as  I  said  before,  to  give 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  every  facility  that 
he  can  desire.  I  am  willing  to  give  him  a  bill  that 
shall  prevent  these  time  contracts  and  speculation 
in  gold,  if  that  is  the  mischief;  but  when  I  do 
that  I  want  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  be  so 
guarded  that  it  shall  not  restrict  or  hamper  a  proper 
dealing  in  gold.  I  understand  that  this  bill  is 
drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  un- 
derstand that  he  wants  to  give  currency  particu- 
larly to  his  greenbacks,  or  else  he  wants  to  make 
the  purchase  of  gold  hard.  One  of  those  two 
things  must  be  the  object;  but  I  am  not  yet  pre- 
pared to  say  that  a  man  shall  pay  in  nothing 
but  greenbacks.  Suppose  he  cannot  readily  lay 
his  hands  upon  them.  Suppose  the  transaction 
is  to  be  made  through  the  mail  or  throtigh  the 
post.  If  the  payment  is  to  be  made  through  the 
mailor  through  the  post,  how  then?  You  can- 
not transmit  the  greenbacks  in  that  way.  I  think 
you  had  better,  if  you  choose,  pass  a  bill  that 
time  contracts  shall  not  be  made;  and  that  will 
have  inconveniences  about  it.  As,  for  instance, 
to  illustrate  it  again,  I  want  to  go  to  Europe  a 
month  hence,  and  I  want  to  provide  for  my  gold 
before  I  go.  I  want  to  know  where  it  is  to  come 
from.  I  say  to  a  man,  "  Will  you  have  so  much 
gold  ready  for  me  thirty  days  hence?"  "Oh,  no, 
sir;  I  am  not  allowed  to  do  that.  If  I  happen  to 
have  it  when  you  come  here  to  go  on  board  the 
steamer,  and  you  are  ready  to  take  it,  1  will  sell 
it;  but  otherwise  I  cannot  do  it." 

It  may  be  that  I  am  all  wrong  in  this  matter;  it 
may  be  that  I  am  deceived;  it  may  be  that  there 
is  a  great  end  in  this;  but  I  think  I  see  some  evils 
in  it.  If  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  who  has  charge  of 
this  bill,  can  make  it  so  that  it  will  be  acceptable 
to  the  people,  so  that  it  cannot  put  any  restraint 
on  the  legal  and  proper  trade  in  this  article — be- 
cause you  mast  have  gold  a  subject  of  purchase, 
as  it  is  not  in  circulation,  and  if  you  get  it  you 
must  purchase  it — I  ajn  willing,  and  shall  vote  to 
give  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  other 
provisions  of  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  letting 
him  try  the  experiment.  I  will  not  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  throwing  anything  in  the  way  of 
the  officer  of  the  Government  who  is  charged  with 
the  finances.  And  here  let  me  say,  that  1  think 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj'  has  managed  the 
finances  of  the  country  with  eminent  ability.  I 
distrust  my  own  judgment  when  I  come  in  conflict 
with  a  measure  of  his;  but  still  I  cannot  entirely 
forego  my  judgment.  I  cannot  vote  for  evils  that 
I  think  are  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  bill  be- 
cause he  desires  them;  and  therefore  I  desire  that 
this  amendment  should  be  made. 

I  desire  further  that  ther  second  section  should 
be  stricken  out  entirely,  and  that  jieople  should 
be  allowed  to  trade,  if  they  make  an  actual 
purchase  at  tho  titne,  wherever  they  happen 
to  meet  and  have  the  means  to  do  so.  By  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  thegold  musftbe  delivered 
at  the  time  tho  trade  is  made.  Why,  then,  is  it 
necessary  to  say  that  that  trader  shall  not  bo  made 
except  at  the  place  of  business  of  the  sollor  or 
purchaser?     If  you,  sir,  meet  a  man  from  New 
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York,  and  you  want  gold, and  you  are  here,  why 
should  you  be  compelled  to  go  to  his  place  of 
business  to  get  it?  I  understand  the  object,  anil 
that  is  to  break  up  the  street  knots,  the  collection 
of  men  who  get  together;  but  the  other  provis- 
ions of  the  bill  will  answer  that  to  a  very  great 
extent,  because  you  must  have  the  gold  to  de- 
liver if  these  amendments  are  made,  and  1  tiiink 
we  had  belter  not  go  too  far  to  make  the  bill  odious 
and  unnecessarily  burdensome  to  accomplish  at 
last  a  problPmatica!  good. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  I  have  ex- 
amined this  bill  with  some  care,  and  while  I  do 
not  think  it  will  amount  to  much  in  the  way  of 
affecting  the  price  of  gold,  I  think  that  all  there 
is  in  it  is  good.  If  it  has  any  effect  at  all  it  will 
be  a  good  effect.  It  seems  to  have  two  objects: 
one  to  prevent  gambling  in  gold,  the  other  to 
render  the  gambler  so  far  as  may  be  infamous; 
and  I  think  both  of  those  objects  are  good  ones. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  great  majority  of  our 
cities  are  under  disloyal  influences.  Take  the 
city  of  New  York,  where  most  of  this  gambling 
is  done,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  to-day  Jeff'. 
Davis  would  get  a  larger  vote  there  than  any  man 
who  is  in  favor  of  the  Government  would  receive. 
These  gold  gamblers  as  a  class  are  disloyal  men,  in 
sym[)aihy  with  the  South,  and  1  think  it  well,  so 
far  as  we  can,  to  regulate  their  transactions  and 
make  them  as  nearly  fair  as  it  is  possible  to  make 
them. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Cowan] 
greatly  erred  in  the  remark  he  made  a  short  time 
ago  that  the  rise  in  gold  was  owing  to  the  depreci- 
ation of  our  securities.  Why,  sir,  does  not  that 
Senator  know  that  a  year  ago  last  February 
gold  was  at  172^  and  that  in  July  it  fell  to  122|, 
and  although  gold  fell  from  1724  to  1225  our  se- 
curities were  not  depreciated  even  one  per  cent.? 
Sir,  the  loyal  people  of  this  nation  have  confi- 
dence in  our  securities.  They  believe  that  every 
dollar  issued  by  this  Government  is  worth  a  dollar. 
They  know  that  every  dollar  of  greenbacks  and 
every  bond  issued  is  a  first  mortgage  upon  every 
foot  of  real  estate  in  the  United  States,  if  we  con- 
quer the  rebels  as  we  expect  to  do.  They  know 
this,  and  they  apfireciate  the  dollar  in  greenbacks 
as  worth  a  dollar.  It  is  worth  a  dollar;  and  if 
you  were  to-morrow  to  drive  gold  down  to  par 
you  would  not  affect  the  price  of  your  securities 
one  per  cent. 

Congress,  in  its  wisdom  or  in  its  folly — I  think 
in  its  wisdom — saw  fit  to  legalize  the  issue  ot 
greenbacks.  They  are  now  legal  tenders,  and 
gold  is  a  speculative  commodity.  There  is,  as 
has  been  well  said,  a  legitimate  demand  for  gold. 
Oi^r  people  are  becoming  extravagant;  we  are  im- 
porting more  than  we  are  exporting;  and  to  that 
extent  the  demand  for  gold  is  legitimate  to  pay 
our  balances;  but  at  the  same  time  in  aid  of  this 
there  is  what  is  known  in  the  city  of  New  York 
a3tlie"gold  ring,"  chiefly  and  I  believe  all  in 
sympathy  with  tiie  rebellion,  a  set  of  men  who 
are  all  the  while  speculating  in  gold.  I  think  this 
bill  will  have  some  effect  upon  that  class  of  indi- 
viduals, although  none  upon  the  legitimate  traffic 
in  gold. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  was  particu- 
larly unfortunate  in  reading  French  history  to 
us  here  in  this  Capitol,  and  diawinga  parallel  be- 
tween the  French  under  iheir  Revolution  and  this 
great  Government  to-day.  Why,  sir,  at  that  time 
Paris  was  under  the  control  of  a  howling  mob, 
recking  with  blood.  A  revolutionary  tribunal 
ruled  France.  Does  the  Senator  pretend  to  com- 
pare that  revolutionary  tribun^with  this  great 
Government?  Does  he  intend  to  Ciompare  that  rev- 
olutionary tribunal  with  the  Senate  and  the  House 
of  Representatives?  Does  he  mean  to  compare 
it  with  n  Government  that  luis  been  established 
for  eighty  years?  If  the  Senator  had  brought 
that  up  to  illustrate  the  present  position  of  the 
South  his  argument  would  have  been  fair,  because 
there  is  almost  a  complete  parallel  between  the 
two  revolutionary  tribunals.  Their  issues  in  the 
South  have  fallen  about  as  low  a.s  iIk!  assignats 
ever  fell  during  the  French  Revolution,  and  they 
had  about  the  same  kind  of  despotism  in  France 
that  exists  in  the  South  to-day. 

Hut,  sir,  here  wc;  are  with  a  Government  which 
has  stood  for  eighty  years,  with  eight  hundred 
tliou.sand  men  to-day  in  ihe  firld  ready  to  strike; 
and  let  metell  you  tliatihe  price  of  gold  is  on  the 
point  of  Grant'H  bayonets.      Hud  wc  captured 


Lee's  artillery  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  you 
would  have  seen  gold  go  down  to  ten  percent,  in 
forty-eight  hours;  and  when  Grant  strikes  the 
first  crushing  blow  at  Lee,  as  he  certainly  will, 
and  that  within  sixty  days  from  to-day,  you  will 
see  such  a  tumble  in  gold  as  the  world  never  wit- 
nessed before.  As  I  said  before,  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates  believe  in-our  securities;  theworld 
does  not.  Convince  the  world  that  this  great  Gov- 
ernment will  stand,  and  you  will  see  gold  rolling 
across  the  Atlantic  in  millions  and  tens  of  millions 
and  hundreds  of  millions  for  the  purchase  of  these 
securities,  the  best  interest-paying  securities  in 
the  world,  and  you  will  see  gold  go  down  to  noth- 
ing in  a  very  short  period.  1  believe  that  this  re- 
bellion is  on  its  last  legs.  I  believe  that  on  the 
first  movement  of  our  armies  the  confidence  of 
the  world  will  become  established  in  this  Govern- 
ment. I  believe  that  we  were  never  before  in  so 
good  a  condition  as  we  are  to-day.  These  gold 
speculators  will  be  the  parties  who  will  suffer  be- 
tween now  and  the  4th  of  July  next  more  bitterly 
than  any  other  set  of  speculators  ever  did  before. 

1  do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate. 
I  think  tiie  bill  a  good  one,  and  shall  vote  for  it 
just  as  it  is.  So  far  as  the  argument  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  is  concerned,  it 
amounts  to  just  nothing  at  all.  It  is  perfectly 
well  known  that  you  can  get  greenbacks  every- 
where throughout  the  United  States.  With 
$400,000,000  of  greenbacks  scattered  throughout 
the  United  States  it  is  not  worth  while  to  say 
that  you  cannot,  on  a  good  draft,  obtain  green- 
backs anywhere  without  any  difficulty  or  any 
expense.  The  argument  amoOnts  to  just  noth- 
ing at  all     I  hope  the  bill  will  pass  just  as  it  is. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  when  what 
was  called  the  gold  bill  was  before  the  Senake  on 
a  former  occasion,  I  stated,  what  I  felt  very  sin- 
cerely, that  it  would  not  answer  the  purpose  which 
it  was  supposed  it  might  accomplish;  but  I  voted 
for  the  measure,  yielding  the  opinion  which  I  had 
as  to  the  effect  of  it  to  what  I  supposed  to  be  the 
better  judgment  of  the  friends  of  the  measure  in 
this  body,  and  particularly  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  who,  I  understood,  was  anxious 
that  the  bill  should  pass.  I  am  now  desirous  in 
the  vote  wliich  I  am  called  upon  to  give  on  this 
bill,  and  shall  continue  desirous  throughout  the 
session,  to  give  my  sanction  to  any  measure 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  sup- 
pose will  operate  beneficially  for  the  country,  un- 
less my  reasons  for  differing  from  him  are  so  con- 
clusive that  I  am  unwilling  to  surrender  them. 
That  is  I  he  case  now. 

In  the  first  place,  I  doubt,  I  more  than  doubt — 
I  have  an  opinion  as  fixed  as  any  opinion  formed 
comparatively  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion  can 
be — that  we  have  no  power  to  pass  this  bill. 
There  are  but  three  grants  of  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution under  which,  as  I  think,  tlie  authority 
of  the  Government  to  adopt  a  measure  of  this 
sort  can  be  placed.  One  is  the  power  to  fix  and 
regulate  the  value  of  the  coins  of  the  United  States; 
another  is  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  other  is  to  regulate  com- 
merce. 

Now,  with  all  the  real  anxiety  I  have  to  give 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  benefit  of  this 
measure,  1  am  unable  to  see  by  what  reasoning 
the  power  which  lUjs  bill  exerts  can  be  brought 
within  either  of  the  three  grants  of  power  to  which 
1  have  adverted.  Qnn  it  be  referred  to  the  grant 
to  fix  and  regulate  the  value  of  the  coins  of  the 
United  Stales?  That  can  only  be  done  by  a  law 
which  shall  say  liow  much  the  coin  is  worth, 
whatshall  be  the  coin, and  what  shall  be  its  value. 
That  is  done  by  your  existing  legislation;  and 
what  is  now  the  condition  of  the  currency,  or  of 
the  coin,  rather,  is  not  that  coin  has  depreciated;  it 
is  worth  now  just  as  much  as  it  was  when  its 
value  was  originally  fixed,  justas  much  as  it  was 
before  the  war  commenced.  A  dollar  in  gold  or 
a  dollar  in  silver  is  still  a  dollar  in  gold  and  in 
silver  of  the  same  value  that  it  has  been  at  any 
time. 

But  it  so  happens  that  insteail  of  relying,  for 
the  purpose  of  this  war,  in  order  to  carry  on  this 
war,  upon  what  has  been  called  the  legal  consli- 
tuiional  currency  of  the  United  States,  coin,  we 
have — and  I  am  not  finding  fault  with  it,  be- 
cause perhaps  it  was  absfdutely  necessiiry — is- 
sued a  paper  currency,  and  the  depreciation  under 
which  we  arc  now  suffering  ia  not  a  depreciation 


in  the  value  of  the  coin,  but  in  the  value  of  this 
currency,  nothing  else.  Now,  is  it  possible  that 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  value  of  this  pajier  cur- 
rency we  are  authorized  to  legislate  under  the  au- 
thority to  fix  and  regulate  the  value  of  coin  ?  How 
does  it  fix  and  regulate  the  value  of  coin?  The 
complaint  is  that  a  dollar  of  coin  now  will  buy 
two  dollars  of  our  paper;  or,  to  state  it  otherwise, 
that  a  dollar  iii  coin  now  is,  in  point  of  value,  in 
the  public  estimation,  equal  to  two  dollars  in  our 
currency.  This  bill,  if  we  pass  it,  can  have  the 
effect,  if  it  has  any  effect,  only  of  increasing  the 
value  of  the  paper  currency,  and  not  in  increasing 
or  in  maintaining  the  value  of  the  coin  currencyi 
That  remains  and  will  remain  justas  it  is.  The 
provision  of  the  bill  is,  not  that  there  shall  be  no 
trade  in  coin,  for  that  is  admitted.  The  bill  as- 
sumes that  the  necessity  of  the  country  demands 
that  coin  shall  be  bought  and  sold,  but  it  prohibits 
the  selling  or  the  buying  of  it  upon  what  is  termed 
time,  and  prohibits  the  selling  and  the  buying  of 
it  at  all  unless  such  sales  shall  be  made  at  certain 
designated  places;  that  is  to  say,  where  the  buy- 
ers and  the  sellers  respectively  may,  at  the  time 
of  such  buying  and  selling,  have  their  places  of 
business. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  always  supposed — and  I 
Jim  giviiig  now  the  opinion  which  I  have  ever  en- 
tertained, and  which,  as  I  believe,  will  be  found 
maintained  by  every  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  by  all  the  writers 
of  approved  authority  on  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States-^that  if  anything  is  perfectly  plain 
as  a  constitutional  proposition  it  is  that  over  the 
subject  of  contracts  the  United  States  have  no 
jurisdiction;  that  they  are  exclusively  with  the 
States;  and  that  over  all  subjects  of  police  regu- 
lation the  United  States  have  no  jurisdiction;  but 
that  they,  like  the  other,  are  altogether  within  the 
power  of  the  State.  Under  what  authority,  there- 
fore, can  you  prohibit  the  buying  and  selling  of 
gold,  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his 
letter,  and  in  one  sense  correctly,  styles  gambling? 
Have  you  any  jurisdiction  over  any  question  of 
police?  Have  you  any  jurisdiction  over  the  mor- 
als of  the  citizens  of  the  several  States?  Have 
you  any  authority  to  prohibit  gambling  in  the 
Stales?     1  submit,  clearly  not. 

In  a  case  which  originated  in  this  District,  and 
which  was  carried  up  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  the  name  of  which  I  forget, 
involving  the  validity  as  between  the  commission- 
ers of  a  lottrcry  and  the  holder  of  a  prize  ticket, 
it  was  very  much  doubted  wliether  Congress  had 
any  power  at  all  to  authorize  a  lottery  even  within 
this  District,  over  which  their  jurisdiction  is  ap- 
parently as  extensive  as  words  can  make  it.  But 
in  the  opinion  pronounced  by  the  court,  as  giveit' 
by  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  it  was  admitted' that 
that  was  a  power  which  could  not  be  exercised 
outside  of  the  District,  or  outside  of  some  other 
district  over  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  was  equally  supreme.  If,  therefore,  you 
cannot  authorize  lotteries  in  the  Slates,  can  you 
prevent  lotteries  ?  And  if  you  cannot  authorize 
lotteries,  or  if  you  cannot  prevent  lotteries,  can 
you  by  legislation,  under  some  supposed  power 
to  prohibit  gambling,  or  to  throw  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  gambling,  |)rohibil  the  dealing  in  lot- 
tery tickets?  1  suppose  that  is  a  proposition  that 
hardly  anybody  will  maintain;  and  yet  what  is 
this?  The  Secretary  tells  us  in  his  letter  that  the 
price  of  gold  is  now  what  it  is  from  one  of  two 
or  from  two  causes  together,  both  operating  more 
or  less.  The  first  is  because  of  the  local  issue  of 
the  State  banks;  and  the  second  is  because  of  the 
gaiYibliiig  speculation  wliich  is  now  going  on. 
His  language  is — it  is  in  the  first  paragraph  of  his 
letter — 

"The  price  of  sold  coiiliiuK'S  to  advance.  This  effect 
can  only  he;  alirihuted  to  one  of  iwo  causes,  and  is  proba- 
hly  (liK!  in  part  lo  each :  (irst,  to  the  increase  of  notes  or 
local  banks;  and  secondly,  to  the  eirorls  of  speculators." 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  what  is  it  that  the  spec- 
ulators are  said  to  be  doing?  Gambling,  says  my 
friend  from  Ohio;  gambling,  virtually  says  the 
Secretary  ;gambliiig,  says  the  press.  Well.sup- 
[)Ose  they  are  gambling,  and  suppose  that  gam- 
bling is  causing  ihe  stale  of  things  which  exists, 
what  authority  have  you  to  interfere  with  it?  If 
you  have  it,  it  is  only  because  it  affects  the  value 
of  your  own  pa|)er  currency.  If  you  can  inter- 
fere with  this  species  of  gambling  on  the  ground 
tliat  it  operates  prejudicially  to  your  paper  cur- 
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rency,  why  is  it  that  you  will  not  be  equally  ca- 
pable of  dealing  with  any  other  conduct  existing 
as  between  the  citizens  tending  to  the  same  result; 
put  down  extravagance;  regulate  the  price  of  pro- 
visions; declare  that  only  such  and  such  contracts 
shall  be  entered  Into;  bring  down  the  business  of 
the  country  as  far  as  it  depends  upon  transactions 
as  between  man  and  man  to  the  smallest  possible 
standard? 

And  finally ,  Mr.  President,  what  right — I  know 
that  upon  that  question  differencesof  opinion  ex- 
ist— what  right  is  there  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  interfere  with  the  issues  of  State 
banks?  It  is  agreat  question;  one  upon  which  my 
opinion  haslongsince  been  formed.  I  may  be  mis- 
taken in  it;  but  if  I  am  mistaken  in  it  I  err  in  com- 
mon with  the  men  by  whom  the  Constitution  was 
framed,  and  those  who  were  called  upon  to  ex- 
pound it  in  its  earlier  days,  and  who  were  more 
or  less  parties  to  the  framing  of  it.  In  the  Fed- 
eralist— that  commentary  which  is  so  familiar  to 
us  all,  and  which  tended  so  greatly  to  the  adop- 
tion of  tiie  Constitution  by  the  people — the  right 
of  the  States  to  establish  banks,  banks  of  any 
kind,  banks  of  issue  as  well  as  banks  of  deposit, 
was  clearly  coqceded.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  the  case  of  McCulloch  vs.  The  State 
of  Mary  land — an  opinion  illustrating  the  rare  abil- 
ity of  the  tiien  Chief  Justice — it  was  not  inti- 
mated that  there  existed  in  Congress  any  power 
to  interfere  with  the  State  banks.  They  held  in 
that  case — and  the  principle  involved  in  that  de- 
cision is  equally  applicable  to  the  State  banks — 
that  the  States  had  no  power  to  tax  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  they  having  satisfied  themselves 
and  declared  that  the  bank  was  constitutional,  be- 
cause the  power  to  tax  might  be  used  to  the  ex- 
tent of  destroying  it.  If  that  is  true,  is  it  not 
equally  true  that  if  there  exists  in  the  United 
States  an  authority  to  tax  State  banks,  or  to  tax 
the  issues  of  State  banks,  or  to  regulate  the  issues 
of  State  banks,  it  is  a  power  which  may  be  ex- 
erted for  the  purpose  of  entirely  destroying  such 
institutions? 

The  doubt  which  Congress  entertained  when 
the  bill  chartering  the  original  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  under  deliberation,  passing  only  by 
a  very  small  majority,  the  doubt  which  they  en- 
tertained when  they  refused  to  renew  its  charter 
by  a  majority  greater  tlian  that  by  which  it  was 
originally  passed,  the  doubt  which  was  afterwards 
expressed  in  both  branches  of  Congress  when, 
through  the  necessities  of  the  country  it  became, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  then  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  duty  to  charter  a  bank,  and  as  he 
thought  the  power  existed,  or  at, least  he  was  will- 
ing to  yield  ills  antecedentopinion  to  what  seemed 
to  be  the  universal  wish  and  to  what  he  admitted 
the  necessities  of  the  country  demanded;  the  doubt 
was  whether  there  existed  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  Constitution,  any  au- 
thority to  incorporate  a  bank  at  all.  Tlie  answer 
which  was  given  to  those  who  alleged  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  such  an  institution  was,  that  the 
State  banks  were  fully  competent  to  do  whatever 
was  necessary  or  convenient  to  attain  the  end  for 
which  it  was  said  a  Bank  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  be  passed.  The  present  Chief  Justice, 
then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  acting  in  that  par- 
ticular with  the  advice,  I  believe,  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet,  or  nearly  all  with  whom  he 
was  associated,thePresident  of  the  United  States 
at  their  head,  when  he  took  from  the  old  Bank  of 
the  United  States  the  large  amount  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  on  deposit  in  that  bank  and  distrib- 
uted it  among  the  local  banks,  stated  officially 
that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  local  banks  to  do 
all  that  the  necessities  of  the  Government  re- 
quired, or  that  the  convenience  of  the  citizens  de- 
manded. 

From  that  day  until  a  comparatively  recent  pe- 
riod, until  the  commencement  of  this  war,  or,  to 
speak  more  corl-eciiy,  until  the  war  has  involved 
us  in  such  large  disbursements  and  rendered  it  so 
necessary  in  the  judgment  of  Congress  and  of  the 
Executive  to  increase  our  currency  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  afiect  its  value  in  the  publicestimation, 
it  was  never  pretended  that  there  was  any  power 
in  the  United  States  to  put  down  the  State  banks; 
that  they  were  not  local  institutions  created  under 
lite  admitted  authority  of  the  States,  and  just  as 
much  beyond  the  limits  of  the  power  of  the"Unitcd 
States  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  which  had 
Cieen  held  to  be  constitutionally  enacted,  was  be- 


yond the  power  of  the  States.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  now  tells  us  that  the  state  of  things 
which  exists  at  the  present  time  in  relation  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency  arises  in  part  from 
the  extent  of  the  issues  of  the  State  banks.  How 
is  that  to  be  coi'rected  ?  Is  it  by  limiting  the  is- 
sues; is  it  by  passing  amendments  to  the  State 
charters;  is  it  by  prohibiting  the  issue  altogether; 
or  is  it  by  exerting  a  power  of  taxation  which  will 
sooner  or  later  lead  to  that  result.''  In  my  judg- 
ment, desirable  as  may  be  such  a  result,  tliat  can- 
not be  accomplished  under  the  Constitution  as 
it  is. 

But  gold  now,  not  because  gold  has  ceased  to 
be  just  as  valuable  as  it  ever  was,  for,  I  repeat, 
it  is  now  worth  precisely  what  it  was  at  first,  no 
more,  has  become  an  article  of  commerce,  an  ar- 
ticle of  trade,  and  being  an  article  of  commerce  or 
of  trade,  it,  is  a  subject  of  contract,  and  if  I  am 
right  in  supposing  that  over  the  whole  class  of 
contracts  the  States  have  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
you  have  no  more  authority  to  pass  this  bill  in- 
terfering with  that  particular  kind  of  contract  than 
to  pass  any  law  interfering  with  any  other  species 
of  contract. 

But  this  bill  goes  further  than  interfering  with 
the  buying  and  selling  of  gold  and  silver;  it  pro- 
hibits the  buying  and  selling  of  foreign  exchange, 
except  subject  to  the  same  limitations  with  which 
you  authorize  the  buying  and  selling  of  coin. 
Where,  upon  what  ground  can  it  be,  1  was  about 
to  say  even  plausibly,  maintained  that  over  the 
subject  of  exchange  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  have  any  control?  If  it  can  be  maintained 
that  they  have  a  control  over  the  subject  of  for- 
eign exchange  because  dealing  in  foreign  exchange 
may  affect  the  credit  of  the  country,  have  they 
not  the  same  authority  over  the  inland  exchani^e 
of  the  country?  And  if  they  have  it  over  the  in- 
land exchange  of  the  country,  why  for  the  same 
reason  do  they  not  possess  it  in  regard  to  every 
commercial  instrument  which  from  time  to  time 
in  the  transactions  between  man  and  man  it  may 
be  convenient  to  issue — promissory  notes,  single 
bill,  stock,  State  bonds? 

It  is  not  true  in  point  of  fact  that  the  present 
state  of  the  gold  market  is  to  be  attributed  exclu- 
sively to  the  extent  of  the  issues  of  local  bank 
currency  or  to  the  efforts  of  speculators.  There 
are  a  variety  of  other  causes  leading  to  it.  It  is 
the  immense  business  that  your  citizens  are  now 
carrying  on,  domestic  as  well  as  foreign;  it  is  the 
imiTiense  issue  of  railroad  bonds  and  State  bonds; 
it  is  the  immense  amount  of  bonds  which  your 
local  corporations  throughout  the  whole  extent 
of  the  United  States  are  issuing  for  the  purpose 
of  accomplishing  some  particular  local  or  general 
improvement.  The  whole,  in  one  sense,  is  a  spe- 
cies of  currency  by  means  of  which  the  business 
of  the  country  is  being  conducted.  If  you  have 
the  authority  to  interfere  with  one  species  of  cur- 
rency, the  bank  issues,  in  order  to  keep  down  the 
price  of  gold,  why  is  it  that  you  have  not  the 
authority  to  interfere  with  the  whole  business  of 
the  citizens  of  the  several  States?  And  yet  I 
suppose  nobody  will  contend  that  the  power  of 
the  United  States  can  be  carried  to  that  extent. 

So  much,  Mr.  President,  upon  the  question  of 
power.  Now  a  word  or  two  upon  the  effect  of 
the  bill,  supposing  the  power  to  be  in  the  United 
States.  Will  it  have  any  such  operation  as  its 
friends  suppose  ?  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
himself  predicts  with  no  confidence  that  result. 
The  honorable  member  who  has  reported  it 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance  evidently  doubts 
whether  it  will  have  such  an  effect,  as  does  the 
member  from  Maine,  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee. How  is  it  to  have  tiiat  effect?  The  gold 
bill  was  passed  to  accomplish  the  same  end,  by 
placing  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  a  power  which  he  might  hold  in  ier- 
roi-em  over  these  speculators  and  thereby  paralyze, 
if  not  entirely  defeat,  their  efforts.  We  know 
what  the  result  has  been.  This  is  to  effept  the 
same  purpose,  not  by  prohibiting  the  buying  and 
selling  of  gold,  but  by  allowing  itonly  under  cer- 
tain restrictions.  Now  what  are  they?  The 
vendor  must  have  the  gold  in  his  hand  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  purchaser,  and  the  purchaser,  at  the 
same  time,  must  have  in  his  hand  the  currency 
of  the  United  States,  the  two  to  pass  co  instanti. 

Tlie  bill  goes  on  further  to  provide  that  even 
that  mode  of  buying  and  selling  shall  not  be  ad- 
mitted unless  one  of  the  two  parties  to  the  bargain 


shall,  at  the  moment  when  the  contract  is  com- 
pleted, be  in  his  place  of  business.  Now,  I  pre- 
dict that,  if  this  bill  passes,  there  will  be  a  build- 
ing in  the  city  of  New  York — there  are  plenty  of 
them  there  now — which  will  be  the  place  of  busi- 
ness of  all  these  speculators.  They  are  not 
obliged,  in  order  to  carry  on  their  trade,  to  con- 
gregate upon  the  street  corners.  They  can  ac- 
complish the  same  end  by  having  their  offices  in 
one  building  to  which  there  shall  belong  a  com- 
mon rotunda — an  exchange.  In  point  of  fact,  and 
certainly  in  point  of  law,  if  that  is  done  in  good 
faith,  such  a  building  will  be  their  place  of  busi- 
ness. The  whole  effect  of  the  operation  of  the 
bill,  if  1  am  right,  will  be  to  remove  these  specu- 
lators from  the  street  into  a  building  where  their 
trade  will  be  cari-ied  on  just  to  the  same  extent 
and  with  the  same  injurious  results,  if  there  are 
injurious  results  following  from  it,  that  are  now 
happening  by  their  carrying  on  their  trade  in  the 
street. 

Mr.  President,  I  know  that  I  do  not  differ  very 
materially  from  my  friend  by  whom  this  bill  has 
been  introduced  or  with  any  member  of  the  very 
enlightened  committee  of  which  upon  this  occa- 
sion he  has  been  the  spokesman,  when  I  say  that 
there  is  not  one  of  them  that  anticipates  with  any- 
thing like  confidence  the  result  which  this  bill 
seeks  to  accomplish;  and  no  such  legislation  from 
■the  time  the  world  commenced  up  to  the  present 
day  has  ever  been  attended  with  success.  I  do 
not  mean  success  for  an  hour;  I  do  not  mean  what 
may  be  the  effect  of  this  bill,  if  it  should  pass,  upon 
the  price  of  gold  in  New  York  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  telegraph  shall  announce  its  passage; 
but  what  will  be  its  fixed  and  natural  effects; 
what  it  will  be  next  week. 

If  there  is  any  law  which  is  just  as  certain  as 
the  laws  of  nature,  just  as  certain  as  the  regular 
tions  of  Providence  by  which  the  seasons  with 
which  He  blesses  mankind  are  regulated,  it  is 
that  the  currency  of  any  nation  rests  upon  fixed 
fundamentel  laws  which  are  sure  always  to  bring 
it  to  its  proper  level.  The  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  mistaken,  as  1  submit,  and 
my  friend  from  Ohio  is  mistaken,  as  I  think,  in 
their  conjecture,  for  it  is  but  conjecture,  that  any 
good  will  result  from  this  measure.  The  true 
cause  of  the  present  state  of  the  currency  is  its 
inflation, and  that  the  country  is  now  engaged  in 
a  war  of  a  magnitude  greater  than  ever  before 
shocked  humanity.  The  true  mode,  and  anybody 
who  knows  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  this 
body — and  certainly  I  am  farfrom  supposing  that 
there  is  any  want  of  the  same  patriotism  and  of 
the  same  wisdom  in  the  corresponding  committee 
of  the  other  House — need  not  be  told  that  they 
will  do  all  that  can  be  done  by  means  of  revenue 
bills  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the 
credit  of  the  nation.  We  want  additional  and  ad- 
equate taxation.  Why  we  have  not  had  it,  why 
we  have  not  got  it  now,  if  it  be  the  fault  of  any- 
body, is  not  the  fault  of  our  committee.  Bills  of 
that  description  can  originate  only  in  the  other 
Plouse. 

But  let  that  be  done;  let  the  progress  of  our 
armies  in  the  campaign  now  about  to  commence 
be  a  progress  of  triumph;  let  the  people  see  that 
the  military  power  of  the  rebels  is  dest^'oyed  and 
the  amount  of  the  present  pecuniary  engagements 
of  the  United  States  will  be  considered  as  trivial 
in  the  estimation  of  those  who  know  what  are  the 
present  resources  and  certain  to  be  the  future  re- 
sources of  the  United  States.  You  may  double 
tiie  debt  and  restore  the  Union  upon  a  basis  that 
promises  permanence  and  peace  and  the  credit  of 
the  United  States  will  rebound  even  beyond  the 
pointat  which  it  stood  when  the  war  commenced. 

Mr.  SHEPcMAN.  Mr.  President,  those  who 
are  charged  with  the  conduct  of  financial  opera- 
tions in  time  of  wai;  have  always  a  very  difficult 
task.  We  know  this  by  the  history  of  all  na- 
tions, by  the  history  of  France,  of  England,  and 
of  our  own  country,  within  a  century  past.  Thoso 
of  us  who  have  anything  to  do  with  financial 
bills  in  this  Congress  iciiow  very  well  that  if  a 
proposition  is  introduced  of  a  collateral  charac- 
ter which  does  not  immeijiately  bring  paper  up 
to  the  standard  of  gold,  we  are  told  "Your  meas- 
ure does  not  accomplish  ail  the  object  desired." 
If  the  measure  proposed  by  us  will  not  have  the 
effect  to  raise  all  the  taxes  desired,  or  to  bring 
everything  back  to  the  old  specie-paying  basis, 
we  are  told  utonce  that  the  measure  is  insufficient. 
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Inrfigard  totliis  proposition,  no  one  aiilicipatus 
from  it  any  remarkable  good.  We  have  all  so 
stated.  It  does  not  reach  the  seat  of  the  disease. 
In  IX  time  of  war  tiic  emrency  of  the  country  will 
be  necessarily  depreciated.  It  has  been  so  in  all 
times.  Tiic  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has  cited 
one  historical  precedejit  when  the  assignats  of 
France  disappeared.  They  became  entirely  val- 
ueless, and  disappeared.  He  might  have  gone  to 
our  own  history,  referred  to  our  revolutionary 
scrip,  which  was  finally  depreciated,  and  then 
disappeared  from  the  currency  of  the  country. 
He  might  have  advert-cd  to  the  history  of  Eng- 
land. But  docs  that  meet  the  difficulty .'  Does 
that  answer  the  objection.'  Does  that  prevent 
us  from  taking  measures  that  will  tend  to  keep 
our  paper  money  up  to  the  standard  of  gold.'  If 
the  gentleman  had  been  a  member  of  a  French 
convention  and  haU  objected  that  the  tendency 
of  issuing  so  large  an  amount  of  assignats  was 
to  depreciate  them,  the  Frenchmen  would  have 
replied,  "  Well,  sir,  what  do  you  propose  to 
do?  It  is  the  best  measure  to  gain  means  to 
repel  the  invasion  of  French  territory  we  can 
rnake."  That  would  have  been  the  answer.  So 
in  England.  England  adopted  more  stringent 
imeasures  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  gold  and 
to  maintain  its  own  paper  money  in  the  war  with 
Napoleon  than  we  have  ever  dreamed  of.  In  Eng- 
land at  one  time  the  depreciation  of  the  Bank  of 
England  notes  was  some  forty  or  fifty  per  cent., 
and  the  depreciation  of  the  debt  which  was  sold 
for  Bank  of  England  notes  was  equally  great,  so 
that  the  depreciation  in  England  was  greater  from 
the  standard  than  ours  now;  and  then  such  wise 
and  sagacious  financiers  as  William  Pitt  proposed 
measures  very  similar  to  this.  Gold  was  pro- 
hibited from  exportation;  dealings  in  gold  were 
■discouraged  in  every  way  possible;  all  these 
measures  were  resorted  to;  and  it  was  only  these 
measures,  aided  by  her  command  of  the  ocean 
and  her  control  of  the  commerce  of  the  world, 
that  enabled  her  to  carry  on  her  war  with  Napo- 
leon. 

I  do  not  think  this  measure  is  of  the  first  im- 
portance. J  agree  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury that  the  only  remedy  for  existing  evils  is 
passing  severe  tax  laws,  withdrawing  as  rapidly 
as  we  can  our  paper  money,  and  military  suc- 
cess; but  must  these  prevent  us  from  resorting 
to  any  other.'  The  Senator  from  Maryland  tells 
us  that  the  gold  bill  we  had  up  the  other  day  did 
not  accomplish  the  purpose  that  he  expected.  I 
will  say  that  it  accomplished  all  that  I  expected, 
and  even  more.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  for 
the  [)assage  of  that  gold  bill  gold  would  this  day 
be  over  200,  and  1  can  say  to  Senators  that  it 
was  the  operation  under  that  gold  bill  that  pre- 
vented it  from  going  to  that  standard  yesterday. 
You  cannot  judge  of  the  effect  of  the  measure  by 
what  it  has  done  in  a  day  or  a  week.  The  tend- 
ency, as  a  matti^i  of  course,  now  is  a  depreciation 
of  our  paper  money.  At  this  season  of  the  year 
that  is  the  inevitable  Iciidcncy. 

Mr.  COWAN.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  would  like  him  (o  explain  how  that  bill  pre- 
vented gold  fioiTi  going  lip. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  "l  do  notchoose  to  explain 
to  the  .SeiwUc;  but  1  have  stated  distinctly  that  the 
effectof  operations  under  that  identical  authority 
which  you  gave  to  the  Secr(>lary  to  dispose  of  the 
gold  on  hand  did  bring  up  the  standard  of  paper 
money,  and  depreciate  that  of  gold. 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  want  to  vote  for  more  of 
them  if  they  fHoducc  that  effect. 

Mr.  SilliRMAN.  If  we  had  more  gold,  if 
we  had  more  foreign  exchange,  we  could  undoubt- 
edly i)roduce  that  effect.  The  tendency  of  all 
events  now  is  to  doprcciaie  paper  money;  and 
why.'  Jnstat  this  season  of  the  year,  more  than 
at  any  other  time,  there  is  n  greater  pressure  upon 
the  money  market.  Military  operations  are  now 
quiet.  A  little  more  than  one  year  ago  we  were 
ill  a  worse  condition,  financially,  than  we  are 
this  day.  Some  Sernitors  arc  disposed  to  take  a 
di.Hparaging  view,  and  we  have  had  a  long  his- 
torical iioniily  read  here  about  ihe  depreciation  of 
paper  money  in  France.  Our  Ixjnds  this  day  arc 
worth  more  in  gold  than  they  were  this  time  one 
year  ago.  One  year  ago  the  long  bonds  of  1881, 
n«  they  are  called,  sold  in  the  market  at  New 
York  for  92  cents  on  the  dollar;  now  they  arc 
worth  114.  ^ 

Mr.  COWAN.     Mr.  President 
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Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  hope  the  Senator  will  not 

interrupt  me. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Antho- 
ny.)    The  Senator  from  Ohio  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  never  interrupt  any  one, 
and  1  do  not  like  this  continual  hectcjriiig. 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  should  not  desire  to  inter- 
ru[)t  the  Senator,  but  that  he  is  making  the  closing 
speech  on  thisj  bill.     ["  Not  at  all."] 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
a  closing  speech  in  the  Senate  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Mr.  COWAN.  Very  well;  then  let  tlie  Sena- 
tor go  on. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  say  now  that  the  present 
condition  of  our  finances  is  better  than  it  was  a 
year  ago.  Our  long  bonds  then  selling  at  92  are 
now  worth  114.  It  is  true  that  gold  is  higher 
than  it  was  then,  but  how  much  higher.'  One  year 
ago  gold  was  selling  at  from  160  to  170,  and  now 
it  is  selling  at  from  170  to  180,  so  that  the  actual 
difference  in  favor  of  our  present  position  is  at 
least  ten  or  twelve  per  cent.  Suppose  it  were  oth- 
erwise, who  is  to  blame.'  When  the  Committee 
on  Finance  warn  you  against  large  appropriations 
and  large  expenditures  what  effect  has  it  on  the 
Senate?  Sometimes  it  is  not  very  marked.  In 
December  last  the  chairman  of  the  Alilitary  Com- 
mittee introduced  his  bounty  bill,  which  has  been 
the  fruitful  source,  in  my  judgment,  of  more  finan- 
cial trouble  to  this  country  than  any  single  meas- 
ure yet  offered;  1  mean  the  bill  granting  bounties 
to  be  paid  by  the  United  States.  The  General 
Government  pay  a  bounty  to  our  soldiers  who 
reenlist,  involving  an  expenditure  of  over  one 
hundred  million  dollars,  and  I  say  that  has  been 
more  injurious  to  the  public  credit  tlian'anything 
else;  but  how  could  we  help  it?  Under  that  sys- 
tem of  national  bounties  the  soldiers  were  car- 
ried from  the  field  of  operations  back  to  their 
homes  all  over  the  country.  They  were  brought 
from  the  far  West  to  Ohio  and  the  eastern  States; 
they  were  brought  from  Louisiana  to  New  Eng- 
land; they  were  brought  from  Tennessee  and 
Alabama  to  the  northwestern  States;  they  were 
brought  from  the  army  of  the  Potomac  to  the 
West;  and  all  this  was  done  at  enormous  expense. 
It  was  done  under  the  idea  that  it  v/as  necessary 
to  offer  bounties  to  induce  the  men  to  reenlist  and 
bounties  for  the  enlistment  of  new  men,  and  the 
measure  was  passed  here  in  hot  haste.  What 
was  the  effect?  The  money  had  to  be  raised,  not 
by  commutation  paid  by  the  )ieople  in  cities  or 
States,  but  from  the  Treasury.  The  soldiers  came 
home  and  their  expenses  had  to  be  paid,  their 
bounties  had  to  be  paid.  How  was  this  expend- 
iture to  be  met?  You  did  not  provide  any  way  of 
meeting  it;  you  did  not  point  out  any  way;  you 
did  notprovide  any  tax  to  meet  this  particularexi- 
gency;  outon  the  contrary  you  compelled  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  issue  more  paper  money, 
and  the  paper  money  issued  in  consequence  of 
this  system  of  bounties  has  been  one  cause  of  the 
depreciation  of  our  national  currency. 

I  speak  ofthismattcr  not  in  a  fault-finding  spirit, 
Mr.  President,  but  to  show  that  under  all  the  diffi- 
cult circumstances  by  which  we  are  surrounded, 
we  have  done  very  well,  better  than  any  other  na- 
tion; and  after  making  the  historical  parallel,  I 
will  venture  the  assertion  that  no  nation  with  one 
half  the  expenditure  has  ever  been  in  so  good  a 
financial  condition  as  we  arc  at  this  day.  We  are 
better  off  now  than  England  was  during  ten  years 
of  her  war  with  Napoleon.  We  are  better  off 
financially  than  France  was  during  any  |)ortion 
of  her  war  from  1791  to  1815.  We  are  better  off 
than  we  were  in  ihe  war  of  1812,  when  we  issued 
the  bonds  of  the  United  States  at  sixty-seven  cents 
on  the  dollar,  and  took  depreciated  bank  paper, 
which  was  worth  but  little  in  gold.  The  habit  of 
taking  a  discouraging  view  of  our  condition  be- 
cause we  are  com|>elled  to  resort  to  large  expend- 
itures, and  to  issue  a  large  amount  of  paper 
money,  1  say  is  entirely  uniiTOCssary, sometimes 
I  think  unpatriotic. 

It  is  true  that  the  inflation  of  paper  money  is 
not  to  be  remedied  by  bills  like  this.  I  admit 
with  the  Senator  from  Maryland  that  we  cannot 
|)revent  inflation  by  mere  paper  jiellets.  It  can 
only  be  done  by  military  operations  and  by  tax 
bills.  The  only  point  is,  whether  this  will  tend 
to  afford  relief,  whether  it  will  check  the  specula- 
tive operations  in  gold,  and  thus  preserve  the  ])ub- 
lic  credit. 

What  arc  the  terms  of  this  bill  ?    Senators  di.s- 


cuss  it  as  if  it  was  a  proposition  to  prevent  men 
from  buyinggold  and  silver  coin,  or  to  discourage 
fair  and  legitimate  operations.  The  Senator  from 
N(;w  Hampshire,  much  to  my  surprise,  di.^cussed 
this  bill  as  if  it  was  intended  to  have,  and  would 
have,  the  effect  of  preventing  the  legitimate  op- 
erations of  an  hnne.st  mangoing  and  buying  some 
gold  for  his  business  |Mirposes.  That  is  not  the 
effect  of  the  bill.  The  first  section  provides  that 
a  man  shall  not  sell  gold  when  he  has  none  to  sell; 
that  he  shall  not  soil  it  on  time;  that  he  shall  only 
sell  it  for  money  received  in  hand;  the  gold  to  be 
paid  over  in  hand,  and  the  money  to  be  received 
in  hand.  I  ask  if  that  will  not  tend  to  prevent 
speculative  operations  in  gold  ?  Anybody  can  see 
the  natural  effect  of  this  bill.  In  the  city  of  New 
York  many  millions  of  dollars  of  gold  are  sold 
every  day,  and  hardly  a  single  dollar  passes. 
Nearly  all  the  operations  in  gold  in  New  York 
now  are  merely  speculative.  Only  $300,000  or 
^400,000  daily  is  needed  for  the  payment  of  du- 
ties, and  there  is  no  demand  in  the  city  of  New 
York  for  gold  cxceptto  thatextentto  pay  customs. 
All  the  rest  of  the  sales  are  speculative.  No  gold  is 
sold  for  exportation;  none  is  exported;  and  there 
is  no  reason  for  carrying  on  operations  in  gold  in 
the  city  of  New  York  to  the  extent  of  half  a  mil- 
lion dollars  a  day.  No  person  uses  gold;  no  one 
pays  gold  for  property;  it  is  not  used  as  currency. 
The  only  purpose  for  which  it  is  valuable  now  is 
to  pay  duties  to  the  Government,  and  the  extent 
of  those  duties  is  ;^300,000a  day;  and  yet  1  have 
infoniiation  that  the  amount  of  gold  nominally 
sold  in  New  York  every  day  amounts  to  from  ten 
to  thirty  millions.  All  these  operations  above  the 
limited  amount  I  have  mentioned  are  merely  Sjiec- 
ulative. 

Cannot  we  prevent  this?  Senators  admit  that 
the  tendency  of  these  speculative  operations  is 
to  impair  the  public  credit.  Can  we,  within  the 
limits  of  the  Constitution,  prevent  this  tampering 
with  the  public  credit,  these  operations  which  tend 
to  impair  the  public  credit?     I  think  we  can. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  thinks  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  simply  prohibitsgaming.  What 
then?  Do  we  not  pass  laws  in  this  District  to 
prevent  gambling  ?  The  Senator  says  the  provis- 
ion will  be  ineffective.  So  your  laws  against  gam- 
ing are  ineffective;  but  shall  you  therefore  cease 
to  pass  laws  against  gaming?  If  gaming  was  le- 
galized in  this  District,  what  would  be  the  effect? 
Your  gambling  tables,  instead  of  being  in  some 
private  rooms  where  they  are  hid  and  secluded 
from  the  public  eye,  would  be  in  your  market 
houses,  in  your  public  streets,  every  where.  Gam- 
ing laws  are  passed  by  every  State  and  by  every 
community  to  prevent  the  open  exposure  of  vice. 
They  are  not  always  effective.  1  have  no  doubt 
that  gambling  is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  in 
this  city  every  night;  it  is  a  matter  of  public  no- 
toriety; and  yet  who  would  repeal  your  gaming 
laws?  So  it  is  in  the  States.  In  every  large  city 
in  the  United  States  gaming  is  being  carried  on; 
but  it  is  made  disreputable  and  dishonorable,  and 
men  who  have  regard  for  their  characters  will  not 
be  seen  going  and  engaging  in  it.  In  order  to  make 
it  disreputable  and  dishonorable,  we  pass  laves 
drclaring  that  gaming  transactions  are  void,  and 
punish  tlicm  as  a  crime. 

What  is  the  difference  between  placing  money 
u|ion  a  faro  bank  and  engaging  in  a  mere  bet  on 
the  market  value  of  gold?  None  whatever.  The 
last  time  I  was  in  New  York  I  visited  several  of 
the  places  where  gold  was  bought  and  sold,  and 
no  gold  actually  passed.  One  man  said,  "  I  will 
sell  you  jf50,000  of  gold  for  such  a  price;"  and  it 
was  taken,  but  no  gold  passed.  It  was  the  merest 
gambling  in  the  world. 

Can  we  prevent  it?  If  we  cnnnol;  if  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland  is  correct  that  we  have  no 
power  over  the  subject,  no  power  to  protect  our 
national  currency,  no  powin-  to  prevent  gaming 
in  the  n.-uional  stocks,  no  power  to  prevent  this 
great  evil  in  lime  of  war,  I  must  submit,  of  course, 
and  I  shall  say  no  more  about  it;  or  if  the  Senate 
supposes  that  our  proposed  law  will  be  ineffec- 
tive, and  cannot  be  enforced,  I  shall  be  willing  to 
abandon  it.  But,  sir,  I  think  the  objc(;t  is  desira- 
ble; 1  think  this  bill  will  tend  to  effect  the  object. 
1  do  not  suppose  it  will  accomplish  it  entirely; 
but  it  will  tend  to  eflVct  the  object;  and  so  Car  as 
it  will  so  tend,  I  am  in  favor  of  its  passage.    ^ 

Now  look  at  the  criticisms  to  which  the  bill  liaa 
been  subjected.     The  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
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sliire  j)r()])oses  to  strike  out  those  words  which 
require  a  manual  delivery  of  the  money  in  ex- 
change for  the  gold.  I  Icnow  the  Senator  is  de- 
sirous to  pass  the  best  Ijill  on  the  subject;  but 
how  easy  will  the  bill  without  the  provision  which 
he  moves  to  strike  out  be  evaded  I  If  gold  can 
be  paid  for  by  a  check,  by  a  note,  or  by  a  horse, 
as  1  believe  was  suggested  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator, what  will  be  the  consequence?  Take  the 
case  of  a  check:  if  the  gold  can  be  paid  for  by  a 
check,  the  object  of  the  law  is  defeated.  With 
$1,000  in  any  bank  in  the  city  of  New  York,  I 
can  draw  checks  to  the  amount  of  $100,000,  and 
no  doubt  the  currency  of  the  city  of  New  York 
is  vastly  multiplied  by  their  system  of  certified 
checks  which  return  to  the  bank  tlirough  the 
clearing-house.  The  purpose  of  this  section  is  to 
throw  impediments  in  the  way  of  these  specula- 
tive operations.  ■' 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  puts  the 
case  that  he,  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
wants  to  go  to  England,  and  desires  gold  to  pay 
his  expenses,  and  he  gets  a  draft  on  New  York 
and  goes  there  to  buy  the  gold.  There  is  no  dif- 
ficulty in  the  Senator  converting  that  draft  into 
United  States  notes,  and  going  with  those  notes 
in  liis  pocket  to  any  broker's  office  in  the  city  of 
New  York  and  buying  in  gold  for  his  purpose. 

Tills  bill  does  not  interfere  with  any  legitimate 
operation.  If  a  man  wants  gold  for  any  legiti- 
mate purpose  whatever,  he  has  a  right  to  take 
lawful  money  of  the  United  States  and  go  and 
buy  that  gold;  but  on  the  other  hand  a  specu- 
lator, a  man  who  simply  wishes  to  raise  the  price 
of  gold,  can  go  to  a  broker  and  say,  "I  will  give 
you  such  a  price  for  your  gold,  and  give  you  my 
check  on  some  bank  for  it."  He  may  receive 
the  gold;  he  may  have  the  manual  delivery;  and 
then  lie  may  sell  that  gold  forty  times  over  before 
his  check  is  presented  and  paid.  If  you  strike 
out  that  clause,  you  will  have  no  restraint  except 
the  mero  manual  delivery  of  the  gold.  The  gold 
maybe  handed  over  by  one  speculator  to  another, 
may  be  lianded  back  and  forth,  the  gold  may  be 
in  bags  counted,  may  be  there  on  the  tabic  pre- 
cisely as  the  money  is  on  the  table  of  a  faro  bank; 
but  unless  the  money  actually  accompanies  each 
transaction  on  both  sides,  legal  money  on  the  one 
side  going  for  the  coin  and  coin  on  the  other  com- 
ing back,  you  have  no  check  on  these  speculative 
operations.  I  say,  therefore,  that  to  strike  out 
that  feature  of  the  first  section  would  be  to  destroy 
one  of  the  necessary  guards  which  such  a  meas- 
ure as  this  should  impose. 

The  first  section  will  not  prevent  any  man  who 
desires  gold  foi-  commercial  puiposes  from  buy- 
ing it.  i  do  not  care  what  he  wants  to  do  with 
it;  if  he  wants  to  export  it,  ho  has  a  perfect  right 
to  take  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  and  go 
into  any  broker's  office  in  the  city  of  New  York 
or  anywhere  else  and  there  buy,  as  a  legitimate 
transaction,  gold  and  silver  coin  to  any  extent; 
but  this  bill  will  forbid  him  from  going  into  some 
chamber  and  there  selling  $1,000,000  of  gold, 
not  one  dollar  of  which  he  has  got;  or  of  buying 
$1,000,000  of  gold  when  he  has  not  got  a  sin- 
gle greenback  in  his  pocket  to  pay  for  it.  It 
is  these  speculative  operations  in  gold,  tending 
to  destroy  the  public  credit  and  the  public  con- 
fidence, in  which  the  faith  of  the  nation  and  the 
honor  of  the  nation  go  up  and  down  every  day, 
tliat  are  intended  to  be  pievented  by  the  bill. 
My  only  regret  is,  Mr.  President,  that  we  can- 
not execute  it  in  all  its  details.  With  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maine,  I  doubt  very  much  how  far  this 
bill  can  be  made  effective,  because  1  expect  these 
men,  who  are  ingenious,  to  evade  it  and  avoid  it; 
but  if  we  can  only,  tiirow  impediments  in  the 
way  of  these  speculative  operations;  if  we  can 
only  drive  them  to  their  secret  vaults;  if  we  can 
only  make  this  species  of  gambling  discreditable 
or  difficult,  it  is  all  I  hope  to  accomplish. 

In  regard  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  criticises  that. 
He  says,  "  Wiiy  prevent  a  man  from  selling  gold 
wherever  he  has  got  it.>"  The  second  section  is 
to  prevent  those  men  who  have  got  gold  in  the 
city  of  New  York  from  going  to  other  [ilaces  than 
their  places  of  business  with  a  single  bag  of  gold 
and  using  that  as  their  ca|)iial  stock,  passing 
backwards  and  forwards,  thus  evading  the  first 
section.  That  i.s  the  intent.  The  second  section 
will  not  prevent  any  man  who  wants  to  sell  his 
gold  from  celling  it  at  any  place  where  gold  may 


be  bought  and  sold.  I  do  not  know  how  many 
thousand  brokers  and  bankers  there  are  in  the 
city  of  New  York;  the  Senator  from  New  York 
[Ml-.  Morgan]  would  know  much  better  than  I 
do.  There  are  probably  from  five  to  ten  thou- 
sand places  in  that  city  where  gold  may  under  this 
bill  be  bought  and  sold  legitimately.  The  second 
section  was  simply  intended  to  [)revenl  the  pur- 
chase and  sale  of  gold  in  places  where  legitimate 
business  is  not  being  conducted,  where  all  the 
business  transacted  is  speculative,  and  simply  of 
the  character  that  is  going  on  over  the  faro  bank 
every  day  in  the  year. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  not  prepared  to  enter  into 
a  constitutional  argument  on  the  question  in  re- 
ply to  the  Senator  from  Maryland.  I  think  this 
question  is  involved  and  sufficiently  involved  for 
my  purpose  in  the  decisions  already  made  sus- 
taining legal-tender  money.  If  we  have  the  power 
to  issue  legal-tender  money,  and  it  has  been  so  de- 
cided by  the  courts  and  so  decided  by  Congress, 
we  have  the  undoubted  power  to  protect  that  legal- 
tender  money  to  a  considerable  extent;  but  that 
is  not  all.  The  Constitution  confers  upon  Con- 
gress certain  independent  powers  aside  from  the 
protection  of  the  national  currency,  aside  from  its 
power  to  borrow  money  and  have  a  medium  by 
which  the  money  is  borrowed.  We  have  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations 
and  among  the  several  States  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes.  We  may  prohibit  all  commerce  in  gold. 
Who  doubts  it.'  Who  doubts  that  if  Congress 
found  it  necessary  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
gold  we  might  do  that,  as  was  done  by  Great 
Britain  in  her  wars.'  We  regulate  commerce. 
To  what  extent  may  we  regulate  it.'  The  power 
to  regulate  includes  and  generally  involves  the 
power  to  destroy. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  The  provisions  of  that 
kind  are  of  a  negative  character — limitations,  not 
grants.  • 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  We  have  clearly  the  power 
to  regulate  comriierce  with  foreign  nations.  Sup- 
pose it  should  become  necessary  for  us  to  refuse 
to  have  commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain 
as  we  did  before  the  war  of  1812  when  we  passed 
the  embargo  law.  Have  we  not  a  right  to  pro- 
hibit trade  with  the  citizens  of  Great  Britain? 
Have  wenota  right  to  prohibit  trade  ina  particu- 
lar class  of  articles?  In  time  of  war,  we  may  pro- 
hibit the  exportation  of  gunpowder  and  of  lead 
and  of  other  munitions  of  war.  Why  not  of  gold, 
the  foundation  and  the  vital  point  of  commerce? 
I  do  not  see  any  constitutronal  difficulty.  We 
have  the  power  to  coin  money,  and  under  that 
power  we  have  issued  our  paper  money,  our 
greenbacks,  and  stamped  them  with  the  national 
authority.  We  have  the  power  to  regulate  the 
value  of  coin. 

It  seems  to  me  that  these  general  powers  are 
sufficient  for  the  enactment  of  this  bill.  At  any 
rate,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  we  have 
the  power  to  a  limited  extent  to  protect  our  na- 
tional securities  from  gaining  operations,  pre- 
cisely as  a  State  or  any  other  political  community 
has  the  right  to  prevent  within  its  limits  gaming 
tables  or  the  display  of  vices  injurious  to  the 
morals  of  the  community.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  difficulty. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  say,  nor  do  I  pretend 
to  say,  that  if  this  bill  shall  pass  it  will  reduce 
the  price  of  gold.  No  man  can  say  that.  That 
depends  upon  the  future.  I  only  know  that  the 
gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  upon  his  responsibility,  tells  us  that 
this  will  tend  to  some  extent  to  promote  thatgood 
result.  This  proposition  was  first  introduced  by 
the  Senator  from  Kansas  [Mr.  LA>fE]  and  was 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  December, 
I  think.  It  was  there  talked  over  and  finally  laid 
by  as  being  one  of  those  measures  of  at  least 
doubtful  expediency,  and  there  it  lay.  I  under- 
took myself  to  frame  a  law  which  would  satisfy 
my  own  mind  on  the  subject.  I  did  so,  and  after 
reasoning  and  doubt  about  il,  I  laid  tliat  aside, 
and  there  il  waited  in  the  Committee  on  Finance 
for  a  long  time,  and  there  it  wo\)hl  have  lain  prob- 
ably, but  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
is  now  in  New  York,  the  very  seatof  these  com- 
mercial o|)erations,  gives  us  his  official  statement 
that  such  a  law  as  he  proposes  will  be  beneficial 
to  the  national  Govermnent.  1  fell  bound  to  sup- 
port it,  not  only  from  my  respect  for  his  opinion, 
but  from  the  fact  that  I  cannul  state  timt  this  bill 


will  not  have  a.beneficial  effect.  If  it  can  accom- 
plish the  object  set  out  in  the  first  and  second 
sections  il  will  be  beneficial,  and  I  do  not  wish 
to  lake  the  rcsjionsibilily  of  defeating  it  under 
these  circumstances.  I  agree  that  we  have  got  to 
depend  upon  some  other  remedy. 

The  Senator  from  Maine  alluded  to  one  subject 
to  which  I  should  not  have  made  atiy  reference 
but  that  he  did  so;  and  that  is  to  the  general  com- 
plaints made  in  the  newspapers  in  regard  to  the 
action  of  Congress.  We  aie  not  here  to  discuss 
the  conduct  of  the  other  House;  but  I  can  say  in 
regard  to  the  Senate,  and  especially  in  regard  to 
the  Finance  Committee,  that  they  have  been  and 
are  ready  to  consider  any  ])roposilion  that  will 
improve,  as  they  believe,  the  public  credit.  We 
are  restrained  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  from  originating  revenue  bills.  I  never 
could  see  any  reason  for  that  provision  of  the 
Constitution  which  denied  to  the  Senate  the  power 
to  originate  money  bills.  I  suppose  it  was  taken 
from  that  provision  of  the  English  constitution 
which  forbid  the  House  of  Lords  the  power  to 
originate  money  bills. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  wish  the  gentleman 
would  not  use  that  phrase,  for  it  is  an  English 
expression,  and  is  not  the  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  "  Bills  for  raising  reve- 
nue." 

They  are  the  same  thing. 
But  they  are  not  the  same. 


Mr.  SHERMAN. 
Mr.  COLLAMER 

thing. 

Mr.  SHERMAN. 
synor)ymous  terms 


They  are  generally  used  as 
We  know  very  well  from 
the  history  of  the  English  Parliament  that  the 
House  of  Commons  will  not  allow  the  House  of 
Lords  even  to  propose  amendments  containing 
new  propositions  to  one  of  their  appropriation 
bills.  As  the  Budget  passes  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, so  it  must  pass  the  House  of  Lords.  In 
one  case  about  one  hundred  years  ago,  where  the 
House  of  Lords  added  to  the  Budget  an  appro- 
priation of  .=£5,000,  the  House  of  Commons  in 
high  dudgeon  sent  the  bill  back  to  the  House  of 
Lords  with  a  statement  that  in  this  respect  they 
had  violated  the  privileges  of  the  Commons  of 
England. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     There  wasa  similar  case 
a  short  time  ago. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  case  to  which  I  refer 
occurred,  1  think,  in  1757,  and  there  have  been 
similar  cases  since.  I  suppose  this  idea  that  all 
taxes  should  originate  from  the  immediate  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  caused  the  framers  of 
our  Constitution  to  insert  in  it  the  provision  that 
bills  for  raising  revenue  should  originate  in  the 
House  ofRepresentatives.  That  undoubtedly  in- 
cludes all  lax  bills.  There  has  been  some  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  it  includes  appropriation  bills. 
The  Senate,  I  believe,  have  several  times  decided 
that  it  does  not  include  appropriation  bills.  The 
House  of  Representatives,  I  know,  at  one  time 
insisted  that  it  did,  and  I  think  such  has  been  the 
general  course  of  that  House.  At  any  rate,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  a  bill  levying  taxes  on  the  peo- 
ple must  originate  with  the  House  ofRepresent- 
atives, and  therefore  we  are  powerless  in  this 
body  to  do  anything  on  the  subject.  We  know, 
however,  from  the  current  history  of  the  times, 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the 
other  House,  the  committee  necessarily  charged 
with  the  prephration  of  such  bills,  have  been  over- 
whelmed by  the  character  of  their  labors.  They 
have  to  frame  all  the  appropriation  bills,  and  all 
the  bills  relating  to  finance  and  the  revenue,  and 
consequently  they  have  ueen,  as  I  have  heard 
some  of  their  own  members  say,  worked  almost 
to  death.  They  have  not  the  physical  power  to 
frame  one  of  these  bills  in  a  day.  Many  of  those 
persons  who  write  articles  for  newsjiapers  sup- 
pose that  the  framing  of  a  revenue  bill  is  a  inatter 
that  can  be  done  in  a  very  short  lime.  When  the 
internal  revenue  bill  of  two  years  ago  was  before 
the  Senate  Comnuttee  on  Finance,  I  think  we 
heard  between  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  two 
hundred  committees  representing  the  various 
trades  and  occupations  all  over  the  United  States. 
The  amount  of  time  and  examination  and  detail 
necessary  in  pre]>ariug  one  of  these  bills  is  far 
beyond  what  any  gentleman  who  is  not  accus- 
tomed to  the  matter  would  think.  In  regard  to 
the  single  question  of  the  tax  upon  whisky  on 
hand,  we  were  compelled  to  hear  citizens  from 
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all  parts  of  tlie  country,  and  so  iti  regard  to  every 
other  article  taxed.  1  hear  a  great  deal  of  talk 
among  pco()lo,atul  there  is  a  clamor  in  tiie  news- 

Capcrs  especially  about  the  desire  ofeverybody  to 
e  taxed;  but  ourcxperifiice  has  been  that  when- 
ever we  attempt  to  impose  a  tax  to  affect  an 
individual,  that  same  person,  although  very  pa- 
triotic, is  always  ready  to  show  that  while  every- 
body else  ought  to  be  taxed,  he  for  some  particular 
reason  ouglit  to  escape.  We  are  bound  to  hear 
these  people  and  listen  to  their  explanations. 

I  make  this  statement  in  justice  to  the  other 
House.  So  far  as  the  Senate  committee  is  con- 
cerned and  so  far  as  the  Senate  itself  is  concerned, 
it  has  never  shown  any  indisposition  to  hear  and 
pass  upon  all  these  questions  of  finance;  and  al- 
though we  have  not  always  been  harmonious, 
have  not  always  been  able  to  agree  on  the  details 
or  even  the  principles  of  some  of  these  bills,  1 
trust  we  have  always  differed  in  regard  to  them 
with  manly  sincerity  and  for  good  reasons. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  this  question 
has  been  presented  under  several  aspects:  first, as 
to  the  power  of  Congress;  secondly,  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  its  exercise  now;  and  thirdly,  in  the 
examples  of  history.  In  the  little  which  I  have  to 
say  i  shall  touch  upon  all  these  points,  but  very 
briefly.  But  I  observe  at  the  outset  that  the  whole 
question,  in  its  various  branches,  was  discussed 
fully  and  ably  when,  two  years  ago.  Treasury 
notes  were  made  a  legal  tender;  and  let  me  say  it 
wasseltledthen.  The  illustration  from  the  French 
iissignats  bears  very  slightly  on  the  matter.  As- 
signats  were  created  wah  a  wild  lawlessness 
which  makes  that  case  unique  and  exceptional. 
An  eminent  English  banker,  testifying  before  a 
parliamentary  committee,  said,  "The  French  as- 
signats  were  issued  upon  no  principle  at  all,  be- 
cause no  provision  loas  made  for  their  redemption." 
Nobody  here  proposes  assignats. 

In  ordinary  times  the  proposition  now  before 
the  Senate  would  not  be  made.  It  is  one  of  the 
measures  occasioned  by  the  extraordinary  crisis 
through  which  the  country  is  passing,  and,  like 
those  measures,  to  be  vindicated  by  the  exigency. 
And  yet  there  are  certain  principles  which  are  ap- 
plicable to  it  even  witiiout  resort  to  extraordinary 
powers. 

Gold  coin  may  be  seen  in  two  characters,  either 
as  money  or  as  merchandise,  for  it  is  both.  It  is 
ordinarily  used  as  currency  only,  but,  from  its 
intrinsic  value,  it  becomes  merchandise.  Now,  in 
each  of  these  two  different  characters  it  falls  under 
the  regulating  power  of  the  Government,  accord- 
ing to  well-received  principles  and  analogies. 

First.  If  we  regard  it  as  money,  then  is  it  not 
the  duty  of  the  Government,  if  the  occasion  re- 
quires, to  watch  over  and  protect  it.'  The  cur- 
rency is  established  by  the  Government,  which 
has  the  exclusive  power  to  "coin  money."  Shall 
the  Government  stand  idle  and  see  this  function 
perverted  and  the  money  that  it  has  coined  turned 
irom  its  natural  purposes?  The  answer  would 
seem  to  be  easy  on  a  sim[)le  statement  of  the  case. 
The  currency  must  be  protected  against  such 
abu.se. 

Government  fixes  the  value  of  the  coin.  May 
it  not  interfere  to  rescue  the  coin  from  the  opera- 
tion of  circumstances  which  interfere  with  its 
value.' 

Government  may  withdraw  its  coin  from  cir- 
culation. May  it  not,  in  its  discretion,  determine 
tlie  terms  of  circulation.' 

By  long  usage  in  all  countries  Government  exer- 
r.iaes  the  [)ower  of  determining  the  rate  of  interest, 
fixing  it  sometimes  high  and  sometimes  low.  On 
abstract  grounds  thi.s  power  has  been  often  ques- 
tioned, as  an  interference  with  business.  The 
common  argument  has  been,  as  in  the  present 
Ciise,  that  interest  must  be  left  to  find  its  own 
level,  withoutany  interference  from  Government. 
But  Government  has,  neverthchiss,  assumed  the 
reHponsibility  of  interference.  I  kiiow  not  if  it 
would  not  be  better  for  Government  to  abstain 
in  this  case.  On  this  subtle  question,  where  so 
much  haa  been  already  said  on  both  sides,  I  say 
nothing.  1  refer  to  it  simply  as  an  illuHtration 
of  questionable  powers  in  Government.  And  if 
Government  may  regulate  the  lending  of  money, 
it  surely  may  regulate  the  way  in  which  it  may 
be  sold. 

Secondly.  But  if  we  regard  gold  coin  aa  mer- 
chundise  we  shall  find  the  principles  and  analogies 
stronger  still,  if  pus.iibie. 


The  old  common  law  of  England  was  sedulous 
in  guarding  markets  against  the  injurious  conse- 
quences of  speculations,  going  in  this  respect  much 
beyondanypracticeoflatter  times.  "  Regraling," 
"forestalling, "and  "engrossing"  are  terms  which 
have  now  passed  out  of  use,  but  they  will  be  found 
in  our  law  books;  and  if  we  go  back  to  early 
times  they  will  be  found  to  have  played  a  very 
prominent  part.  They  all  mean  substantially  the 
same  thing,  namely,  the  act  of  buying  up  pro- 
visions or  other  articles  in  a  market  "  in  order  to 
raise  the  demand,  and  sell  again  at  a  higher 
price."  Here  is  a  description  from  Tomlins'Law 
Dictionary,  under  the  title  of"  Forestalling:" 

"  111  our  law,  forestalling  is  the  buying  or  barjraiiiiiig  for 
any  corn,  cattle,  or  other  nierchandisi,  hy  the  way,  as  lliey 
come  to  fairs  or  markets  to  be  sold,  before  they  are  hrouglit 
tliithcr  ;  to  tlie  intent  to  sell  tlie  same  again  at  a  higher  and 
dearer  price.  ^" 

".\]|  endeavors  to  enhance  the  common  price  of  any  vic- 
tuals or  mercliaiidise,  and  practices  which  liavi^  an  appar- 
ent tendency  thereto,  vvlieilier  liy  spreading  false  rumors, 
or  buying  things  in  a  market  before  the  accustomed  hour, 
or  by  buying  and  selling  again  llie  same  thing  in  the  same 
market,  &e.,  are  highly  criminal  by  the  common  law;  and 
all  such  offenses  anciently  came  under  the  general  appella- 
tion of  forestalling.  3 /iisf.  193, 196.  And  .so  jealous  is  the 
common  law  of  practices  of  ihis  nature,  which  are  a  gen- 
eral inconvenience  and  prejudice  to  the  people,  and  very 
oppressive  to  the  poorer  sort,  that  it  willnot  suffer  corn  to 
be  sold  in  the  sheaf  before  thrashed  ;  for  by  such  sale  the 
market  is  in  effect  forestalled.     3  Inst.  197;  H.  P.  C.  152. 

"  Forestalling,  engrossing,  and  regrating,  arc  offenses  gen- 
erally classed  together  as  of  the  same  nature  and  equally 
hurtful  to  the  public." 

Let  me  be  understood.  I  do  not  read  this  an- 
cient common  law  for  adoption  now,  even  if  there 
were  occasion  for  it;  but  simply  to  exhibit  the 
stringent  principles  which  at  tliatearly  lime  were 
applied  under  the  penalties  of  fine  ancj  imprison- 
ment to  prevent  abuses  not  so  flagrant  as  those 
wliich  now  prevail  with  regard  to  gold.  Thecom- 
mon  lav/  was  sustained  also  by  legislation;  but 
the  common  law  itself  stepped  in  as  giuu-dian  and 
protector,  e\en  without  any  special  legislation. 

In  point  of  fact,  our  Government,  through  the 
Executive,  prohibits  the  exportation  of  horses. 
And  yet  it  is  gravely  argued  that  Congress  cannot 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold.  If  it  can  do  it 
in  one  case,  it  can  do  it  in  the  other;  except  that 
in  the  case  of  gold  the  argument  is  more  urgent, 
as  gold  is  more  sensitive  than  a  horse. 

Thus,  sir,  whether  we  treat  gold  coin  as  money 
or  as  merchandise,  it  seems,  according  to  estab- 
lished fu-ecedenis,  to  fall  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Government.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  into 
any  of  these  niceties.  There  is  another  ground: 
it  is  that  with  which  I  began,  and  which,  if  all 
others  failed,  would  be  ample. 

Ccnigress  unquestionably  has  power,  in  the  last 
resort,  to  do  wliat  the  public  safety  may  require. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  quote  texts  for  this  principle, 
for  it  is  plain.  On  this  ground  ihc  habeas  corpusis 
suspended,  men  arc  drafted,  heavy  taxes  are  im- 
posed, I'reasury  notes  are  declared  to  be  a  "legal 
tender."  These  a  re  all  extraordinary  powers,  to  be 
exercised  only  in  a  rare  exigency  and  for  the  pub- 
lic good.  And  now  it  is  proposed  to  exercise  an- 
otherand  kindred  power.  The  ordinary  freedom 
with  regard  to  gold  coin  is  to  be  suspended  for  the 
time;  speculations  in  gold  coin  are  to  be  arrested, 
and  this  peculiar  commerce  is  to  be  regulated.  If 
any  reason  is  asked,  the  answer  is  prompt.  The 
public  safety  requires  the  interference  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  [lublic  safety  is  the  supreme  law. 

Gold  lias  been  carried  up  as  high  as  eighty-nine 
per  cent.  As  a  natural  consequence,  values  have 
changed,  business  has  suffered,  foreign  exchanges 
have  risen,  uncertainty  and  confusion  have  en- 
sued, all  tending  to  panic.  There  are  persons 
who  attribute  these  things  to  disloyal  or  at  least 
unpatriotic  influences.  For  instance,  here  is  an 
extract  from  a  pamphlet  which  has  been  laid  on 
our  tables  within  twenty-lour  hours,  entitled, 
"The  Price  of  Gold  and  the  Presidency — Con- 
siderations for  the  Peo|ile:" 

"  But  it  is  currently  reported  and  believed  that  a  coni- 
liination  of  hankers,  or  a  set  of  tiaitorous  speculators  who 
call  theniselviM  .such,  now  exists  in  New  York,  lo  purehasi? 
any  (|uaiilily  of  gold  that  may  be  sold  by  (iiivernment ; 
llii'jr  object  being  to  keep  up  the  |)rcminiii  U|iiin  gold  Ibr 
the  purpose  of  bringing  diseri:dit  upon  our  (iovcrnineni, 
lillicr  in  aid  of  the  rebellion,  or  for  the  sake  of  private  gain 
ai  till'  public  cost.  Any  siicii  action  should  be  considi^red 
and  irc:atc(l  as  a  conspiracy  of  traitors.  .Such  men  arc  like 
vulturi^s  preying  upon  the  vitals  of  the  nation,  and  should 
not  b<'  permitted  to  ri;sidc  within  our  lineH.  Let  Congress 
so  guard  against  thi'jr  operations  as  to  render  them  unprofit- 
able, and  ihey  will  cease." 

This  may  be  true  or  false,  and  I  refer  to  it  sim- 


ply as  an  illustration  of  the  suspicion  urnler  which 
these  transactions  have  fallen.  But  it  is  enough 
for  our  present  purpose  to  show  the  transcendent 
niischiel",  without  attributing  to  it  any  motive. 
It  is  enough  to  point  to  influences  tending  fatally, 
unlessarrested,  in  order  to  justify  Congress  in  the 
exercise  of  all  the  power  that  belongs  to  it. 

As  in  the  exercise  of  other  extraordinary  pow- 
ers, we  now  follow  the  examples  of  history  and 
do  what  other  nations  have  done,  at  great  mo- 
ments, when  the  national  life  was  in  peril,  or  at 
least  when  the  public  safety  was  endangered.  All 
authorities  on  this  question  concur  in  the  opinion 
that,  in  ordinary  times,  business  must  be  left  to 
its  own  natural  laws,  without  any  interference 
from  Government.  Perhaps  the  true  principle 
has  never  been  stated  better  than  by  Alexander 
Baring,  afterwards  Lord  Ashburton,  the  same 
who  negotiated  with  Mr.  Webster  the  treaty  of 
Washington.  In  a  tract  on  the  Orders  of  Council 
as  long  ago  as  1808,  this  authority,  who  was 
called  "  the  most  eminent  merchant  of  the  day," 
uses  the  following  language: 

"  An  avowed  system  of  leaving  things  to  take  tlieir  own 
course,  and  of  not  listening  to  the  interested  suggestions  of 
one  class  or  another  for  relief,  whenever  the  imprudence 
of  speeulati(ui  has  occasioned  losses,  will, sooner  than  any 
arliilcial  remedy,  reproduce  that  equilibrium  ofdemnnd  and 
supply,wliicli  the  ardor  of  gain  will  treqiiently  derange,  but 
which  the  same  cause  will,  when  let  alone,  as  infallibly  re- 
store." 

But  this  rule  is  for  ordinary  times,  when  the 
ship  can  be  navigated  without  real  peril.  It  is  a 
rule  of  high  convenience,  but  it  is  not  applicable 
to  a  moment  of  tempest,  when  sails  and  masts  are 
to  be  cut  away  for  the  safety  of  the  ship. 

An  eminent  English  writer,  after  quoting  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Ashburton,  says: 

"But  however  important,  even  these  principles  are  not 
to  be  carried  out  at  all  hazards.  Tlie  salus  publico  is  the 
first  consideration,  and  to  it  all  others  must  give  way.  And 
if  at  any  time  it  can  be  shown  that  this  grand  principle 
would  be  compromised  by  abiding  by  any  act  of  Parliament, 
then  undouldedly  it  ouglit  to  lie  suspended.  But  the  neces- 
sity for  inierfei'ence  must  be  clearly  made  out." — Ency- 
clopedia liritannica,  article  Money,  by  Mr.  McCulloch, 
page  468. 

And  the  same  writer  says  again: 

"To  tamper  with  the  currency,  except  under  the  exi- 
gency of  internal  discredit  or  of  a  panic,  ia  a  totally  inexcus- 
able procee"ding." — Ibid.,  page  4(i5. 

And  again: 

"When  the  panic  and  distrust  that  occasion  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  act  subside,  then  it  siiould  be  revived  in  its 
pristine  vigor.  The  habeas  corpus  act  is  not  the  less  efli- 
cient  at  this  moment  that  it  has  been  repeatedly  suspended 
in  periods  of  danger  and  difficulty." — //iiii.,page  469. 

I  suppose  at  this  moment  the  mosteminentau- 
ihority  on  any  question  of  finance  in  England,  if 
not  in  Europe,  is  that  eminent  banker  somewhat 
latterly  raised  to  the  peerage,  known  as  a  banker 
as  Mr.  Jones  Lloyd,  now  in  the  peerage  under 
the  title  of  Lord  Overstone.  His  testimony  was 
given  at  length  before  a  parliamentary  committee 
on  all  the  questions  that  are  involved  in  our  pres- 
ent debate.  He  was  the  great  and  special  vindi- 
cator of  jiurity  in  currency,  what  is  called  a  gold 
currency,  or  a  pa])cr  currency  always  convertible 
into  coin;  and  while,  before  the  committee,  he 
laid  thatdown  as  the  constant  rule  which  the  Gov- 
ernment at  all  limes  must  propose  to  itself,  he 
went  on  to  say: 

"The  pressure  of  1797  was  undoubtedly,  to  a  considera- 
ble extent,  connected  with  political  alarm,  witli  the  fear  ol 
foreign  invasion,  causing  an  interiiiil  demand  for  the  ex- 
change of  notes  into  coin  :  undersneh  circumstances,  there 
is  no  measure  founded  upon  principle  which  can  priuend 
to  alford  an  adequate  protection.  If,  for  instance,  at  Ihia 
moment" —  - 

This  testimony  was  given  in  1858 —  M 

"  if,  for  instance,  at  this  moment  this  country  were  sud- 
denly exposed  to  the  calamity  of  a  very  large  foreign  force 
occupying  its  soil,  or  if  it  were  exposed  to  the  calamity  of 
a  very  formidable  and  serious  eivil  insurn.'ction,  nodoubta 
state  of  panic  alarm  with  n'gnrd  to  the  paper  moni:y  might 
arise  against  which  no  provisions  of  the  act  of  1814,  nor  any 
provisions  Ibiinded  upon  principle,  could  possibly  aflbrd 
an  adequate  protection." 

Practically  the  same  principle,  subject  to  the 
same  limitation,  has  been  recognized  in  Prance. 
Nobody  doul)ts  the  )irudence  and  skill  with  which 
the  Bank  of  France  has  been  conducted  ;  but  at  the 
time  of  the  revolution  of  1848  it  was  brought  into 
a  situation  of  extreme  danger,  having  been  com- 
p(!lled  lo  make  large  advances  lo  the  Provisional 
Government  and  to  the  city  of  Paris.  Under  these 
circumstances,  combined  with  a  distrust  univer- 
sally prevalent,  there  was  u  run  upon  the  bank 
for  gold,  until,  in  order  to  prevent  a  complete  ex- 
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hauslion  of  its  vaults,  t.lieGovernmpnt  was  obliged 
by  the  decree  of  16tli  March,  1848,  to  suspend 
cash  payments  and  make  the  notes  of  the  bank 
for  the  time  a  legal  tender.  Here  was  an  inter- 
ference which  could  only  be  justified  by  consid- 
erations of  public  safety. 

But  this  great  law  is  of  universal  application, 
and  is  the  same  at  London,  at  Paris,  and  at  Wash- 
ington. It  is  in  the  name  of  this  law  that  1  shall 
vote  for  tiie  present  proposition. 

But  I  am  not  too  confident  with  regard  to  the 
result  of  this  measure.  Its  influence  will  be  in 
the  rigiit  direction.  But  there  are  two  things 
wliich  we  must  provide  also:  first,  taxation;  and 
secondly,  victory.  Let  taxes  be  imposed  which 
ehail  bear  a  certaTfTproportion  to  the  exigency  of 
theiiour.  Let  victory  be  won.  But  taxation  and 
victory  are  but  signs  of  overmastering  ejierg-t/ift  the 
Government;  and  this  now  is  the  one  thing  need- 
ful. There  should  be  energy  in  every  branch  of 
the  Government;  in  Congress-  as  well  as  in  the 
Army.  The  resources  of  the  people  are  ample. 
Let  them  be  properly  inspired  and  the  end  will  be 
prompt  and  certain. 

Mr.  COWAN.  Mr.  President,  I  propose  to 
say  a  very  few  words;  and  if  it  is  possible  un- 
der the  circumstances  I  will  endeavor  in  the  first 
place  to  notice  the  most  remarkable  argument  of 
the  Setiatorfrom  Massachusetts  in  support  of  this 
bill.  He  starts  out  by  declaring  that  the  question 
has  already  been  settled,  and  that  the  question 
was  settled  when  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America  undertook  to  pass  and  did  pass 
a  bill  declaring  our  Treasury  notes  a  legal  tender. 
Might  one  be  allowed  to  ask  what  question  that 
was.'  There  are  two  questions  involved  in  this 
bill:  one  a  question  of  constitutional  power,  raised 
by  the  Senator  from  Maryland;  and  the  other 
that  of  expediency  or  policy  raised  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  and  myself.  Which 
question  was  settled,  I  should  like  to  knovir,  be- 
cause not  a  word  which  fell  from  the  Senator's 
lips  gave  us  the  slightest  inkling  which  of  the  two 
he  intended  to  mean  was  settled  by  the  passage 
of  the  legal-tender  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  mean  the  question  of  power. 

Mr.  COWAN.  Well,  I  should  like  to  know 
how  the  declaration  that  our  notes  should  be  a 
legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts  due  from  indi- 
vidual to  individual,  and  for  dues  to  the  Govern- 
ment, can  have  any  connection,  the  most  remote, 
with  tlie  question  as  to  whether  we  can  suppress 
gaming.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  does 
see,  it  seems  to  me,  where  this  question  lies,  and 
he  says  it  is  a  question  of  gaming.  The  honor- 
able Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  some  extraor- 
dinary kind  of  misty,  spiritual  way,  has  located 
the  question  in  connection  with  the  legal-tender 
bill.  I  may  be  dull;  1  hope  my  brother  Senators 
are  not  so  dull;  but  if  anybody  can  see  the  most 
remote  connection  between  the  two,  I  will  give 
it  up  and  say  no  more  about  it. 

He  next  takes  me  to  task  because  I  read  a  chap- 
ter in  regard  to  the  assignats  as  illustrating  the 
futility  of  this  legislation,  asan  example  that,  try 
it  when  you  will,  and  where  you  will,  and  under 
what  circumstances  you  will,  it  amounts  to  noth- 
ing in  the  end.  What  was  his  answer  to  all  that.' 
The  assignat,  said  he,  was  unique,  because  some 
Englis'li  nobleman  said  no  provision  was  made 
for  its  redemption. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     An  Ejiglish  banker. 

Mr.  COWAN.  An  English  banker,  who  was 
afterwards  made  a  nobleman.  • 

Mr.  SUMNER.     No. 

Mr.  COWAN.  Well,  he  ought  to  have  been 
a  nobleman,  because  the  fellow  who  discovered 
that  certainly  deserved  some  title  or  blue  ribbon 
to  wear  on  his  breast.  1  can  say  to  the  Senator 
that  the  assignats  were  based  on  a  most  excellent 
security.  The  a.ssignata  were  based  on  the  crown 
and  church  property  of  France,  and  that  included 
a  very  huge  proportion  of  the  property  of  France 
at  that  time;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  inse- 
curity of  titles,  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  doubt  as 
to  whether  the  revolution  would  succeed,  there 
was  never  a  paper  in  the  world  better  secured 
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than  the  assignats.  They  were  intendc'd  to  be 
redeemed,  and  they  were  to  be  redeemed  in  that 
most  substantial  of  all  property,  that  property 
which  of  all  others  men  most  desire  to  achieve 
and  men  most  desire  to  retain,  real  estate,  better, 
ay,  better  even  than  gold.  The  holder  of  the 
assig'nats,  if  he  had  faith  in  the  revolution,  could 
go  into  the  market  and  purchase  the  real  estate 
of  the  church  and  of  the  crown  of  France  to  any 
extent  with  them;  and  it  was  only  because  he 
feared  the  title  that  he  chose  to  hold  on  to  the 
paper  and  let  it  depreciate  in  his  hands  rather 
than  trust  to  the  success  of  the  great  revolution 
which  was  then  in  progress.  And  this  is  the 
paper  that  the  eminent  English  banker,  the  most 
eminent  English  banker  according  to  the  Senator, 
said  no  provision  had  been  made  for  the  redemp- 
tion of. 

But,  Mr.  President,  what  has  all  that  to  do  with 
the  question  before  us.?  The  honorable  Senator 
says  that  this  bill  is  to  protect  the  currency  from 
abuse;  that  the  currency  of  the  country  belongs 
to  the  country,  and  that  it  is  within  the  purview 
of  our  constitutional  powers  to  make  it,  and  why 
should  it  not  be  protected  ?  Who  is  assailing  the 
currency  of  the  country.'  What  protection  is  this 
bill  intended  to  give  to  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try .'  I  expected  that  the  honorable  Senator  would 
then  show  us  how  betting  upon  the  price  of  gold, 
or  the  price  of  our  currency,  if  you  please,  af- 
fected that  currency.  I  expected  some  gentle- 
man upon  this  floor,  when  he  asked  us  to  pass 
this  legislation  which  has  been  denounced,  which 
has  been  ridiculed,  which  has  been  considered 
futile  for  ages,  would  try  to  show  to  the  Senate 
how  this  measure  would  affect  the  currency.  Has 
anybody  done  it.'  If  so,  1  have  not  heard  it.  No 
gentleman  has  said  here  that  because  I  bet  that 
the  currency  will  be  fifty  percent,  to-morrow  and 
the  Senator  from  Orfegon  [Mr.  Nesmith]  bets  that 
it  will  be  forty-five  per  cent.,  that  affects  the  cur- 
rency itself.  No  gentleman  here  has  undertaken 
to  say  that  our  bet  has  a  tendency  to  do  that,  be- 
cause every  gentleman  knows  that  if  I  undertake 
to  raise  the  currency  in  that  way,  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  is  just  as  much  bound  to  keep  it 
down;  and  if  we  could  have  the  slightest  influ- 
ence upon  it,  would  not  the  one  counteract  the 
other?  What  I  objected  to  thebill  was  thatitthrew 
the  whole  force  of  the  Government  into  the  scale 
of  him  who  bet  against  the  Government.  That 
was  the  objection  to  thebill  which  1  stated  when 
1  v/as  first  up. 

But  after  stating  that  my  reading  about  the  as- 
signats had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question,  the 
honorable  Senator  went  on  to  read  about  fore- 
stalling. What  had  that  to  do  with  the  question.' 
Is  there  any  forestalling  here.'  Is  anybody  charged 
with  buying  up  all  the  gold  or  buying  up  all  the 
paper?  Is  there  a  question  of  forestalling  in  this 
case  at  all?  Is  there  the  most  remote  allusion  to 
it  in  any  way,  or  in  any  of  its  aspects?  And  yet 
we  are  treated  to  a  long  disquisition  upon  fore- 
stalling. The  honorable  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts has  a  perfect  right  to  lecture  here  upon 
forestalling,  if  he  sees  fit,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
cannot  blame  other  people  for  saying  a  word  now 
and  then,  and  reading  a  word  now  and  then  about 
assignats. 

Then,  Mr.  President,  another  doctrine  is  an- 
nounced which  I  beg  leave  utterly  and  totally  to 
dissent  from,  and  I  think  that  no  Senator  within 
these  Halls  will  more  willingly  join  with  me  in 
this  dissent  than  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  lays 
down  the  rule  that  the  salus  populi  is  to  be  our 
guide  here,  that  the  public  safety  4s  to  be  our 
pole-star,  and  that  to  it  alone  we  are  to  look  for 
our  authority  in  the  premises.  Sir,  I  dissent  to- 
tally and  entirely  from  that  doctrine.  We  are 
here  a  body  of  men,  the  representatives  of  the 
American  people,  with  delegated  powers,  with 
our  letter  of  attorney  in  our  pockets,  with  no  right 
to  transcend  a  single  power  or  a  single  authority 
given  in  that  letter.  In  order  to  be  sure  of  it, 
(how  it  could  be  presumed  that  a  gentleman  would 
dare  to  do  it  I  do  not  know,)  out  of  abundant 


caution,  to  be  doubly  sure,  every  member  here 
goes  to  that  desk  and  takes  a  solemn  oath  in  which 
he  invokes  high  Heaven  to  witness  that  he  will 
not  only  exert  the  power  conferred,  but  that  he 
will  not  transcend  it.  Then,  sir,  our  authority 
and  our  power  is  not  a  thing  which  rests  in  our 
judgment  and  our  discretion.  If  a  tyrant  should 
'decide  that  the  public  safety  required  that  the 
members  upon  this  side  of  the  Senate  should  be 
thrown  into  a  dungeon,  that  would  furnish  him 
his  constitutional  warrant,  I  suppose,  according 
to  this  doctrine!  Mr.  President,  it  is  not  only 
not  true,  but  it  is  dangerous,  subversive  of  all  lib- 
erty, and  destructive  of  the  very  fabric  that  we 
are  here  to  protect  and  preserve,  that  fabric  of 
which  we  have  all  been  lieretofore  so  proud. 

Now,  another  word  with  regard  to  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts.  He  says  that  this  bill  un- 
dertakes to  regulate  the  trade  in  gold.  Why, 
Mr.  President,  .has  the  hoi^orable  Senator  read  it? 
If  he  has  read  the  bill,  does  he  not  know  that 
this  bill  undertakes  to  regulate  the  trade  in  the 
absence  of  gold?  It  is  not  the  trade  in  gold,  but 
in  not  gold,  if  you  please.  The  bona  fide  trans- 
actions in  gold  are  protected;  and  half  the  speech 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  was  made  to 
show  the  Senate  that  the  ftoita  JitZe  transactions 
in  gold,  the  fair  dealings  among  men  every- 
where under  this  bill,  were  protected. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Is  not  that  regulation  ? 

Mr.  COWAN.  Regulation  !  Mr.  President, 
if  there  is  anything  to  be  regulated,  it  is  regula- 
tion; but  there  is  nothing  here  connected  with 
gold  or  with  the  currency  that  is  to  be  regulated. 
It  is  not  the  currency  that  is  regulated;  but  it  is 
the  conduct  of  certain  men  in  betting  and  specu- 
lating upon  certain  fluctuations  in  the  currency 
that  is  forbidden,  not  regulated. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  a  word  as  to  my  honor- 
able friend  from  Ohio,  who  does  really  argue  the 
question,  in  one  sense  of  the  word.  He  says  that 
our  credit  is  as  good  to-day  as  it  was  a  year  ago. 
That  may  be;  but  what  I  object  to  is  that  the  ev- 
idence that  he  cites  of  the  fact  does  not  prove  it. 
He  says  t+iat  a  certain  class  of  our  bonds,  a  year 
ago,  sold  for  92,  and  that  now  they  are  won  h  114. 
If  he  had  proved  that  that  92  and  that  114  were 
in  gold,  I  agree  he  would  have  made  his  point; 
but  when  he  leaves  that  open,  and  when  it  is  no- 
toriously the  fact  that  the  92  and  the  114  are  in 
our  currency,  it  proves  the  very  reverse  of  what 
he  says.  Why  is  it  that  these  bonds  go  up?  Jie- 
cause  the  currency  goes  down. 

Mr.  SFIERMAN.  I  stated  at  the  same  time 
the  difference  between  the  price  of  paper  money 
a  year  ago  and  now.  I  stated  that  gold  was  then 
from  IfiO  to  ITOand  nowfrom  170  to  180, showing 
a  difference  in  favor  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  do  not  say  but  that  the  hon- 
orable Senator  can  prove  his  proposition;  but  I 
say  that  the  evidence  he  has  adduced  in  order  to 
do  so,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  left  the  ques- 
tion, proved  no  such  thing.  If  there  was  any 
merit  in  showing  the  fact  it  should  have  been  so 
clearly  that  it  would  do  the  good  that  I  have  no 
doubt  he  intended  it  to  do. 

Then  he  says,  further,  that  we  here  have  com- 
pelled the  Secre  tary  of  theTreasury  in  to  his  present 
unfortunate  condition.  I  think  not.  I  very  well 
remember  that  tlie  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
upon  one  occasion  rose  in  the  Senate  and  stated 
that  the  Secretary  of  theTreasury  had  expressed 
the  opinion  that  if  those  bounties  were  allowed, 
which  the  Senator  calls  enormous  bounties,  the 
Treasury  would  not  be  able  to  meet  them;  and  I 
very  well  remember,  too,  how  much  astonished 
they  were  when  a  few  days  after  they  received  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  accom- 
panied by  another  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
stating  that  they  could  be  paid. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  But  the  Senator  must  do 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  justice  to  say 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his  estimate  said  it 
would  not  take  over  twenty  million  dollars  to  pay 
the  bounties,  and  he  went  on  to  give  the  iterns  in 
detail;  and  tiicn  t))e  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury 
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said,  "  On  tlie  fjiiili  of  tliis  statement  to  me  by  the 
Si  en  taiy  of  War,  I  do  not  believe  it  will  seri- 
ous! v  embarrass  me  to  allow  tlie  additional  boun- 
ties." 

Mr.  COWAN.  Then  the  blame  should  be  laid 
on  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  not  on  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  beg  the  Senator's  par- 
don. The  Illume  is  just  as  much  to  be  laid  upon 
Congress.  We  extended  the  time  on  two  several 
occasions  I  believe,  and  for  several  months. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     At  their  request. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  But  we  did  it,  and  we 
Uni'W  wliiil  the  etTect  would  be. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  am  not  jirepared  to  say  what 
my  liouDrable  friend  from  Maine  knew,  or  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Ohio  knew,  or  what  my  hon- 
oralde  friend  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Doolittle] 
knew.  1  have  no  doubt  they  arc  a  great  deal  wiser 
than  I  am,  and  know  a  great  deal  more  than  I 
do;  but  1  confess  that  when  I  voted  for  extend- 
ing the  time  within  which  the  bounties  were  to 
be  paid  I  did  not  know  that  any  disastrous  con- 
sequences were  to  flow  from  it,  and  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  now  that  it  was  not  the  very  best 
thing  to  1)0  done  for  the  country. 

.Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  not  the  question. 
The  Senator  must  have  known,  if  he  reflected  a 
moment,  that  if  the  time  were  extended  longer 
wo  should  have  to  pay  more  money  for  bounties. 

Mr.  COWAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  was  all  anybody 
else  could  know. 

Mr.  COWAN.  But  I  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  dive  to  the  fathomless  depths  of  this  Treasury 
of  ours  to  know  exactly  how  much  it  could  pay, 
and  how  much  it  could  not  pay.  I  took  that  from 
the  Secretary  himself,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
proper  that  any  censure  should  be  passed  upon  us 
for  yieldins  to  their  solicitation  in  this  matter  be- 
cause we  might  have  known  belter.  I  might  per- 
haps have  known  better,  but  I  did  not  know  any 
belter,  i  am  very  free  now  to  say  that  I  do  not 
know  that  we  did  not  do  the  very  best  thing  we 
could  do  under  the  circumstances. 

I  had  hoped,  Mr.  President,  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio  would  endeavor  to  show  to  the 
Senate  how.  the  bill  was  calculated  to  remedy  the 
mischief  of  which  he  cotn[)lains.  He  says  that  a 
parcel  of  men  get  together  in  New  York  and  they 
bet  upon  the  price  of  i;old,aiid  therefore  he  pro- 
poses to  make  that  unlawlul.  The  obvious  an- 
swer to  all  that  is,  "Your  bill  does  tiot  prevent 
them  from  getting  together  and  betting  on  the 
price  of  greenbacks.  You  do  not  make  that  un- 
lawful, and  that  is  doing  directly  what  they  are 
now  doing  indirectly."  They  now  bet  upon 
greenbacks  really,  but  ostensibly  their  betting  is 
upon  gold.  That  is  the  ofTense,  that  is  the  real 
gistoltheoffen.se.  If  offense  it  be,  and  ifeflect 
can  be  produced  from  itat  all, it  is  liiat  they  pro- 
duce an  effect  on  the  price  of  our  securities.  Has 
he  shown  that  by  this  betting  those  securities  are 
affected  one  way  or  the  other.'  Has  he  shown 
that  the  man  who  bets  them  up  is  weaker  than 
the  man  who  bets  them  down.'  I  have  not  heard 
a  word  said  upon  that  point. 

He  says  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  thinks 
that  somtthing  good  will  come  of  the  bill.  It 
looks  in  the  right  direction,  the  Scuiator  from 
Massachusetts  says,  and  he  tells  us  we  ought  to 
try  it.  Mr.  President,  I  object  to  that  species  of 
hj^islation — useless  legislation,  doubtful  legisla- 
tion. It  was  always  a  tnischief,  and  I  think  no 
one  has  n  right  to  come  here  and  ask  ns  to  vote 
for  a  bill  wlien  he  or  the  friends  who  advocate  it 
with  him  cannot  show  reasonably  that  it  is  to  pro- 
duce tlie  desired  effect.  Has  it  been  shown  that 
if  you  prevent  gamblers  from  betting  on  gold  to- 
night ihev  will  not  bet  to-inorrr)w  upon  green- 
hac.ka.'  Not  at  nil.  Nobody  has  shown  that. 
Cerliiinly  one  would  be  as  disastrous  as  the  other, 
and  the  latter  far  more  so  than  the  former,  be- 
cause then  they  would  be  doing  directly  what  we 
charge  them  with  doing  now  indirectly. 

A  nolher  most  significant  peroration  with  which 
fill  those  vvIk>  advocate  this  liill  wind  np  is  that 
they  do  not  know  that  it  will  be  effective.  Mr. 
Presiiient,  if  the  man  who  proposes  a  law,  and  the 
man  wlioad  vocatesa  la  w, an  I  the  man  who  makes 
B  speech  in  fivor  of  a  law,  do  not  know  thni  it  is 
going  to  be  eff(  ctive,  how  are  w<'  to  know?  When 
a  gentleman  proposes  a  measure  here  which  hits 
some  [litli  and  body  and  bone  and   muscle  in  it. 


and  he  explains  it,  I  can  understand  how  it  is  to 
operate;  but  this  1  really  do  not  understand.  As 
I  said  before,  I  am  opposed  to  this  because  I  think 
it  springs  out  of  that  very  condition  of  affairs 
which  is  described  by  Mr.  McCulloch,  in  the 
book  read  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. I  think  it  comes  out  of  a  panic,  an 
unmanly  panic  on  our  part,  an  unmanly'fear  that 
ourcredit  isgoingdown  and  that  we  shall  have  to 
resort  to  one  of  those  suocedaneums,  one  of  those 
delusions  which  have  so  often  deceived  men  in 
order  to  keep  it  up.  I  would  not  yield  to  such  a 
panic.  I  will  not  putupon  the  statute-book,  sfi  far 
as  my  vote  goes,  any  such  monument  of  our  folly 
as  this  would  be.  1  do  not  want  to  have  it  handed 
down  to  history  hereafter  that  the  American  Sen- 
ate in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864  tried  to  force  their 
currency  by  means  of  this  kind,  and  I  do  not  want 
it  said  too  that  they  tried  to  force  it  in  the  face  of 
all  the  historical  precedents  which  had  gone  be- 
fore, in  the  face  of  theassignats,  (although  they 
were  not  redeemable!)  in  the  face  of  the  Conti- 
nental money,  which  went  away  like  frostwork 
before  the  sun,  in  the  face  of  all  [irecedents,  in  the 
face  of  the  direct  revolt  of  our  reason  and  ourcom- 
mon  sense  in  regard  to  it;  and  I  do  not  want  to 
do  it  at  the  bidding  of  anybody,  whether  he  be 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  whether  he  be  not. 

In  imitation  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, allow  me  to  refer  to  a  Roman  precedent.  It 
was  said  of  Cato,  I  believe,  that  he  never  made  a 
speech  in  the  Roman  Senate  that  he  did  not  con- 
clude with  "  Carthago  delenda  est:"  Carthage  must 
be  destroyed.  1  propose  to  adopt  another  form- 
ula and  to  join  in  it  again  most  heartily;  instead 
of  "Carthage  must  l)e  destroyed,"  I  would  say 
again,  along  with  those  who  have  heretofore  ad- 
dressed the  Senate,  "  We  must  pass  a  revenue 
bill."  It  is  an  old  joke;  it  came  from  the  head 
of  the  table;  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  started 
it;  he  said  it  must  be  one  that  would  pay  one  half 
our  current  expenses.  I  agree  with  him  thor- 
oughly; and  I  say  if  we  want  to  cure  the  depre- 
ciation in  our  currency  let  «s  pass  a  revenue  bill. 
I  hope  that  our  new  general  and  our  newly  re- 
cruited armies,  and  the  general  spirit  which  per- 
vades the  country  everywhere,  will  achieve  us  a 
victory,  and  that  too  will  aid.  Let  us  satisfy  the 
people  (and  I  only  repeat  what  everybody  else 
lias  said)  that  we  can  put  down  the  rebellion;  that 
we  intend  to  do  it,  and  tl,  .t  we  intend  to  pay  our 
debts  after  it  is  put  down,  and  then  people  will 
have  faith  in  us  and  faith  in  our  currency,  and 
you  may  let  the  gamblers  of  New  York  bet  and 
bet  as  they  please,  and  they  will  never  vary  it  a 
hair's-breadth  from  the  rea.1  gold  standard. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  ison 
the  amendment  projiosed  by  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Claric]  to  the  amendnient 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Tlie  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
second  section,  which  requires  the  business  to  be 
done  at  a  particular  place,  and  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.     Let  the  section  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

Sec.  2.  ./litd  he  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  it-shall  lie  fur- 
ther unUivvfiii  lor  any  hanker,  broker,  or  other  (XTson,  to 
make  any  puiohase  or  sale  of  any  );ol(j  cola  ur  bullion,  or 
of  any  foreign  e.xchange,  or  any  eonliaet  lor  any  siuli  pur 
chase  or  sale,  at  any  oiher  place  ilimi  the  ordinary  plac(^  of 
husiaesM  of  I'ilher  the  seller  or  puichaser,  owned  or  hired 
and  occupied  by  him  individually,  or  by  a  p.irtner:>hip  of 
which  lie  is  a  member. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  In  December  last, 
when  I  undertook  to  investigate  this  subject  in 
New  York,  in  talking  with  tlie  loyal  men  th(;re 
who  looked  upon  this  speculation  as  a  great  evil, 
they  all  agreed  in  the  opinion  that  this  provision 
was  highly  important;  and  1  hope  it  will  not  be 
stricken  out. 

The  yeaswvnd  nays  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  15,  nays  25;  as  follows: 

YEA.S— Meitsr.".  IJuckalcvv,  Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Giimesi,  ilardiiig,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  llnwe, 
Johnson,  Nesmilli,  I'owell,  Sanlsbaiy,  and  VVriglil — 15. 

NAY.S — Messrs.  AatlKaiy,  liiuwn.  Chandler,  Conness, 
Dixon,  Dooliule,  re.fsemlen,  To-ter,  Hale,  llarri.s,  l-ane 
of  Indiana,  Uaiie  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  ToniiToy, 

Uai V,  .Sherman,   Spragiie,  Sumner,  'I'eii   Kyck,  Truni- 

hull.  Van  VVinkli:,  Wade,  Willey,  and  Wilson— 25. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  1  dt'sirc  to  suggest  to  the  Sen- 


ator from  Ohio  a  difficulty  that  arises  imdor  the 
fifth  section.  This  section  very  properly  gives  a 
civil  action  for  the  recovery  of  the  penalty  pre- 
scribed in  the  fourth  section;  but  that  penalty  is 
a  sliding  penalty,  not  less  than  ^1,000  nor  more 
than  $10,000.  If  a  civil  action  were  brought  to 
recover  that  penalty,  how  much  would  be  recov- 
ered.' I  think  it  would  be  better  to  fix  the  amount 
of  the  penally  in  the  fourth  section  at  a  single, 
certain,  fixed  sum. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  subject  was  discussed 
in  the  committee,  and  the  proposition  was  made 
to  add  the  substance  of  the  fifth  section  to  the 
fourth, as  partof  it;  but  it  was  suggested  that  the 
penalty  could  be  recovered  as  the  bill  stands. 

Mr.  HARRIS.     It  cannot  be  done,  I  think. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  question  was  raised  in 
committee,  and  a  very  good  lawyer  thought  it 
could  be  done.  ' 

Mr.  HARRIS..  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
fix  the  sum.  Perhaps  jjl,000  is  enough  and  would 
be  better  than  a  larger  amou»*l»  1  move,  in  the 
fourtli  section,  to  strikeout  in  the  third  and  fourth 
line*  the  words"  in  any  sum  not  less  than,"  before 
the  words  "  one  thousand  dollars,"  and  then  to 
strike  out  the  words"  nor  more  than  ten  thousand 
dollars;"  so  thatit  will  read,  "  be  fined  $1,000." 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator,  be- 
cause I  know  he  wishes  to  accomplish  the  object, 
to  propose  at  the  end  of  section  four  to  insert  these 
words:  "And  in  addition  thereto  shall  pay  a  pen- 
ally of  $1,000  for  each  offense,"  to  make  the  pe- 
cuniary penalty  distinct  from  the  punishment,  and 
then  let  section  five  prescribe  the  mode  in  which 
the  penalty  shall  be  collected. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  other  sum  varying 
from  $1,000  to  $10,000  is  penalty. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  But  where  a  man  is  indicted, 
I  think  there  ouglit  to  be  a  graduation  to  meet  the 
circumstances  of  the  various  cases. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  is  already  provided 
that  the  penally  shall  be  a  fine  not  less  than  $1,000 
nor  more  than  $10,000. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  might  stand  as  part 
of  the  judgment  on  conviction. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  think  it  will  be  more  simple 
as  I  propose  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     Very  well. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
the  amejidmi'iii  of  the  Senator  from  New  York 
to  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
•  Mr.  COLLAMER.  In  the  first  section  of  the 
amendment, in  the  eighth  line,  I  move  to  strike  out 
the  words  "or  of  any  foreign  exchange." 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  there  is  a  desire  to  press 
that  amendment,  I  will  state  that  to  strike  ffUt  for- 
eign exchange  will  evade  the  whole  bill  and'de- 
feat  its  purposes.     Foreign  exchange  is  gold. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.     I  do  not  understand  it  so. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Foreign  exchange  is  gold 
at  a  pvemium  of  nine  and  two  thirds  per  cent.  I 
think  that  is  the  fixed  rate,  though  sometimes  it 
may  be  a  little  more  or  a  little  less.  Gold  and 
foreign  exchange  are  the  same,  and  therefore  to 
strike  at  dealings  in  foreign  exchange  and  allow 
foreign  exchange  to  be  bought  and  sold  on  time 
wouliJ  be  to  allow  these  persons  to  go  on  with  the 
same  operations  we  desire  to  prevent.  m 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  ■ 
(he  time  of  the  Senate  unless  I  am  compelled  to 
do  so  at  some  stage  of  this  business,  liy  making 
any  remarks  about  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United 
States.  I  think  it  a  subject  almost  of  derision 
here;  with  many  gentlemen  it  is  an  object  of  de-~ 
rision.  As  it  is  so  in  a  great  measure,  and  a  man 
is  sneered  at  for  mentioning  the  Constiiutioii,  and 
if  he  has  a  decent  respect  for  it  and  for  his  own 
oath  he  is  called  a  "  timid"  man,  I  do  not  wish  to 
take  u^  much  of  the  attention  of  a  body  where 
such  a  subject  is  treated  in  su<h  a  manner.  I  will 
merely  say  that  I  do  not  see  how  we  have  power 
to  ("oibid  i)eople,  or  to  regulaie,  if  you  please, 
people  in  making  matter  of  trade  in  relation  to  a 
bill  of  foreign  exchange,  any  more  than  in  rela- 
tion to  any  oilier  piece  of  property.  Have  you 
power  to  forbid  the  buying  and  selling  of  foreign 
goods  because  the  buy iiig  and  selling  of  foreign 
goods,  It  is  said,  occasions  gold  to  be  carried  out 
of  the  country.'  I  do  not  see  how  we  have  the 
power,  where  that  power  is  found  in  the  Consti- 
tution, by  wliicli  we  can  undertake  to  forbid  peo- 
ple trading  in  an  article  otherwise  a  lawful  article 
of  commerce.     Foreign  pajicr  is  as  much  so  aa 
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foreign  goods  are.  That  is  the  trouble  I  have 
with  it.  1  do  not  suppose  it  is  worth  any  time. 
The  value  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  is  too  great 
for  me  to  occu[)y  it  in  useless  dissertations. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  In  reply,  to  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  i  will  say  that  I  certainly  do  not 
object  to  a  constitutional  point  being  raised. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  1  did  not  speak  of  it  as  if 
it  could  be  made  a  point  of  order  on  any  man 
liere.  [Laughter.]  It  has  not  got  quite  to  that. 
1  do  not  think  the  gentleman  caii  make  it  a  point 
of  order. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  was  trying  to  relieve  my- 
self of  the  imputation  the  honorable  Senator  was 
casting  on  all  who  are  in  favor  of  this  bill.  It 
does  seem  to  me  there  is  no  practical  constitu- 
tional difficulty.  This  bill  does  not  prevent  any 
citizen  of  the  Utiited  States  orany  foreigner  from 
buying  all  the  foreign  exchange  he  can  pay  for, 
and  gold  too.  But  it  prevents  him  from  buying 
foreign  exchange  that  he  cannot  pay  for.  That 
is  all  there  is  about  it.  He  has  no  right  to  appeal 
to  the  courts  to  enforce  a  contract  for  foreign  ex- 
change, unless  he  got  the  foreign  exchange  at  the 
time  of  his  purchase  and  paid  his  money  for  it. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  do  not  know  but  that 
the  gentleman  thinks  that  an  answer,  and  I  pre- 
sume he  does  think  so.  I  think  it  is  none  at  all. 
It  is  certainly  a  very  weak  one,  in  my  judgment. 
He  might  as  well  tell  me,  "You  shall  not  buy  a 
piece  of  foreign  broadcloth  unless  you  have  got 
the  money  to  pay  for  it." 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  have  undoubtedly  a  right  to 
prevent  this  speculation. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  A  right  to  prevent  a  man 
buying  on  credit? 

Mr.  SEIERMAN.  Yes,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  a  wise  provision  to  leave  the  law  of  debtorund 
creditor  simply  to  the  honor  and  good  faith  of 
individuals,  and  let  neither  State  nor  nation  at- 
tempt to  enforce  individual  contracts  of  that  kind 
between  citizens.  That,  however,  is  neither  here 
nor  there;  but  certainly  the  States  and  the  United 
States  have  the  right  to  deny  to  any  class  of  cred- 
itors the  use  of  their  courts  to  enforce  a  particu- 
lar kind  of  debt,  and  it  is  done  in  many  cases. 
We  deny  to  all  courts  the  power  to  enforce  a  gam- 
ingcontract.  Why.'  Simply  because  to  enforce 
such  a  contract  would  be  injurious  to  the  public 
morals.  We  may  deny  to  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  right  to  enforce  a  contract  like  this, 
which  we  consider  as  a  gaming  contract,  and  we 
may  declare  it  void  and  punish  it  as  an  offense. 
This  is  all  the  bill  does. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  do  not  suppose  the  gen- 
tleman really  desires  when  rising  here  so  to  speak 
as  in  some  way  or  other  to  induce  me  to  make  an 
argument  on  this  point.  I  do  not  know,  however, 
but  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  do  so.  When  I  got 
up  I  meant  to  disclaim  doing  it,  and  did  not  mean 
to  do  it;  but  if  the  gentleman  insists  upon  it,  as 
he  seems  to  put  his  points  as  if  they  were  inca- 
pable of  being  answered,  and  I  suppose  he  thinks 
80,  though  to  my  mind  they  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question,  I  may  have  to  make  an  argu- 
ment on  the  subject;  but  1  shall  not  take  time 
now. 

Suppose  it  to  be  true  that  you  can  forbid  the 
use  of  the  United  States  courts  for  enforcing  a 
gaming  contract  made  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
is  that  this  bill.'  No,  sir.  Tliis  bill  is  an  attempt 
to  say,  if  you  call  this  a  gaming  contract,  and  I 
have  no  objection  to  its  being  called  so,  th-at  the 
United  States  will  by  law  render  that  contract 
void  everywhere.  The  bill  is  not  simply  that  a 
party  to  the  contract  shall  not  have  the  use  of 
our  courts  to  enforce  it,  but  it  is  an  attempt  here 
to  say  that  a  man  shall  not  have  the  use  of  a  State 
court  or  any  other  court,  and  imposes  apenally. 
That  is  what  is  attempted  to  be  done,  and  it  is  a 
mere  evasion  of  the  gentleman  to  try  to  get  out 
of  it  by  saying  that  we  may  forbid  the  use  of  our 
courts  for  the  enforcement  of  certain  contracts. 
That  is  not  the  point  before  us.  The  bill  forbids 
all  courts  everywhere  from  enforcing  them. 

So,  too,  I  observe  that,  when  the  gentleman  was 
answering  in  some  measure  what  was  said  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Mnryland,  he  said  these 
are  gaming  contracts,  and  he  asked,  "  Is  it  not 
right  for  us  to  make  laws  against  gaming;  do  we 
not  make  them  in  this  District?"  Did  that  an- 
swer the  objection?  The  obj(!ction  was  that  we 
had  no  power  to  impose  penalties  fof  gaming  in 


relation  to  contracts  made  within  a  State,  and  yet 
the  attempt  is  made  to  lead  us  off  by  saying  you 
can  do  it  in  this  District.  That  does  not  answer 
the  point. 

But,  Mr.  President — and  I  shall  not  occupy 
further  time  now — I  do  not  expect  that  the  words 
I  have  moved  to  strike  out  will  be  put  out  of  the 
bill.  I  expectthem  to  be  retained  in  the  bill,  and 
I  expect  the  bill  to  be  passed,  and  1  expect  it  to 
be  passed  as  a  complement  to  a  certain  other  bill, 
referred  to  in  the  letter,  on  which  this  isfounded. 
This  bill  is  put  as  a  complement  to  another,  form- 
ing part  of  a  plan.  ■  I  understood  that  to  be  so.  I 
expect  that  it  will  pass,  and  I  expect  to  vote 
against  it;  but  it  may  be  my  duty  in  relation  to 
myself  personally  to  occupy  some  little  time  in 
giving  the  reasons  why  I  feel  called  upon  to  vote 
in  that  way.  I  shall  therefore  say  no  more  about 
it  at  this  moment,  but  merely  notify  the  Senate 
that,  if  I  can  be  permitted,  at  some  time  before 
the  bill  passes,  I  desire  to  be  heard  upon  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  to 
the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  CLARK.  In  view  of  the  wish  expressed 
by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  I  move  that  the 
Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  DIXON.  1  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DIXON.  I  understand  the  Senator  from 
Vermctnt  wishes  to  speak,  and  therefore  1  with- 
draw the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  By  unanimous  consent  I 
ask  leave  to  make  amotion  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns  it  be  to  Monday. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.     I  object. 

Mr.  DIXON.  I  withdraw  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  navs. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  object  to  withdrawing  it. 

The  VICE  PRESl  DENT.  The  call  cannot  be 
withdrawn,  objection  being  made. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  have  no  desire  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Senate  in  calling  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  adjourn,  and  if  the  Senate  will  per- 
mit me  I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  c^n  withdrav/  his  motion  by 
unanimous  consent.     Is  there  any  objection  ? 

Mr.  POWELL.     I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  being  ob- 
jected to,  it  Cannot  be  done.  The  Secretary  will 
therefore  proceed  with  the  call. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted^ — yeas  23,  nays  19;  as  follows: 

YJDAS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Clark,  Collanier,  -"Cowan, 
Pavis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foster,  Grimos,  Harding,  Harris, 
Hendiicks,  Jolmson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Nesmitli,  Pomeroy.  Powell,  Saulsbury, 
VVilley,  and  Wriglit— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Antliony,  Brown,  t^iaiidlcr,  Conness, 
Fessenden,  Hale,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Ramsey, 
Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van 
Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson — 19. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  ^pril  15,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

COREECTION. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  rise  to  a  privileged 
question.  On  the  vole  on  the  motion  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  to  lay  upon 
the, table  the  resolutions  censuring  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Long,]  I  find  that  I  am  not  recorded.  I  did 
vote  in  the  negative;  and  I  ask  thatmy  vote  shall 
be  so  recorded. 

It  was  ordered  accordingly. 

ESTABLISHMENT  OP  ARSENALS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  unaniinous  consent 
of  the  House  to  take  up  House  bill  No.  206 — an 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  establishment  of 
certain  arsenals,  which  has  been  returned  from 
the  Senate  with  an  immaterial  amendment. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  Senate  amendment  was  concurred 
in;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Tlie  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
introduce  the  following  resolution: 

Resolveil,  ThM,  until  otherwise  ordured,  this  House  will, 
commencing  on  Monday,  tli«  18tli  instant,  take  a  recess 
from  half  past  four  o'clock  until  seven  o'clock,  p.  ni.,  of 
each  day,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  night  sessioua  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

Mr.  BLISS.     I  object. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  generally 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  but  in  refer- 
ence to  these  night  sessions  I  confess  I  do  differ 
from  him.  I  am  in  favor  of  our  silting  here  dur- 
ing the  day  and  attending  to  the  public  business. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr.  WHALEY.  I  am  entitled  to  the  flooron 
tlie  special  order,  and  I  therefore  report  back  from 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  House  bill 
No.  359,  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  grant  pensions,"  approved  July  14,  1862. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Sec.  5.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  chaplains  in  the 
Army  and  their  dependents  shall  bo  entitled  to  the  benefits 
of  the  act  to  grant  pensions,  approved  July  14, 1862,  on  the 
conditions  therein  prescribed,  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
such  officers  held  the  rank  of  captain. 

That  v/as  provided  for  in  a  bill  which  passed 
some  days  ago,  and  it  ought  therefore  to  be 
stricken  out  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  WHALEY.  As  I  understand  the  bill  re- 
ferred to  has  passed  the  Senate,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Holman's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered-to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  VVHALEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  naoved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motioii  was  agreed  to. 

LEAVES  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  STROUSE.  I  ask  that  my  colleague,  Mr. 
Philip  Johnson,  shall  have  leave  of  absence  foe 
a  few  days. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.     I  ask  that 
Mr.  O'Neill,  of  Ohio,  shall  have  leave  of  absence 
for  ten  days  from  Monday  next. 
It  was  so  ordered. 

MONTANA. 
Mr.  BEAMAN.     1  submit  the  following  re- 
port from  a  committee  ofconference. 
The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

The  committee  of  conference  appointed  to  consider  tile 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H.R.  No. 
15)  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  a  temporary  government 
for  the  Territory  of  Montana,"  having  met,  after  a  full  and 
free  conference  have  agreed  to  report  to  tlieir  respective 
Houses  and  recommend  as  follows  : 

That  the  House  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
first  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same. 
That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  second  amendment. 
That  the  House  recede  frota  their  disagreement  to  the 
third  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same. 
B.  F.  WADE, 
J.  H.  LANE, 
W.  SPRAGUE, 
Managers  on  the  jiart  of  the  Senate. 
F.  C.  BEAMAN, 
J.  M.  ASHLEY, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  shall  not  make  any  remarks 
upon  this  report  at  this  time,  because  I  believe 
it  is  well  understood,  and  that  every  gentleman  has 
made  up  his  mind  in  what  manner  he  will  vote. 
I  therefoi-e  demand  the  previous  question  on  its 
adoption. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  that  the  report  be  laid 
upon  the  table.^ 

Mr.  COX  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  tiiken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the   negaative — yeas   66,  nays  66,   the  Speaker  . 
giving  his  casting  vote  in  tlie   negative;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Bally,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown, 
Ulay,  Coffrotli,  Cox,  (Jravens,  Ureswell,  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  Dawson,  Denisoii,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Finek,  Ganson, 
Grider,  Hall,  HardiiiL',  Herriek,  Uolmmi,  Hiitohins,  Wil- 
liam Johnson,  Kalbfleisch,  Kornan,  Law,  liazear,  Long, 
Mallory,  Marcy,  McDowcdl,  McKinney,  William  H.  Mil- 
ler, Jaiiu's  U.  iMorris,  Morrison,  N('i's(ni,  Nohle,  Odell, 
Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Sanuiol  J.  Riilidall,  William  H.  Itandall, 
Robinson,  Rogeis,  James  S.  Rollins,  Schcnck,  Scott,  Smith, 
Sraitliers,  Stebbins,  Juhii  B.  Steele,  William  Q.  Steele, 
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Stiou-^c,  Smart,  Sn-rat,  Tliomas.  Webster,  Wlieplcr,  Chil- 
ton A.  U'liiie,  Joseph  \V.  Wliite,  VVirifield,  Fernando 
WoDii.and  Yeanian— 63. 

NAVri— AIi'?.srs.  Alley,  Allisim,  Amos,  Anderson, Ashley, 
John  I),  lialdwin,  liaxter,  Beaniaii,  Blaine,  Bontvvell,  Bovd, 
RrooMiall,  William  G.  lirown,  Ambrose  VV.  Clark,  Cole, 
Dawi's,  Deniinf;,  Drlgijs.  Eekley,  Farnsvvorth,  Frank, 
Gooch,  HiL'hv,  Hooper,  Hoichkiss,  Asahcl  W.  Uniihard, 
John  II.  Ilnbliard,  Jeneki'S,  Jnlian,  Kasson,  Kellcty,  Fran- 
cis W.  IvcllocL'.  Orlando  Killoesr,  Loan,  I^onsrvear,  Marvhi, 
MeUfide,  .McClnra.  Melndoe,  jMorrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  i'VIyers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orlh, 
Patterson.  I'erliam,  Conieroy,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice, 
John  n.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Ste- 
vens,'I'haver,  Upson,  Van  Valkenhur^'h,  Elihu  B.  Wash- 
burne,  Williain  B.  Washburn,  Williams,  Wilder,  WiUon, 
WlMdoni,  and  Woodbridt'O— C6. 

So  the  report  wa.s  not  laid  upon  the  table. 

D'lriiis:  ihe  vote, 

Mr.  liOLMAN  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Edgerton,  was  detained  from  tiie  House  by  ill- 
ness. 

Mr.  EDEiN'  made  the  same  statement  in  refer- 
rnce  to  Mr.  PIahris,  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  W.  J.  ALLEN  stated  tliat  if  he  had  been 
within  the  bar  when  his  name  was  called  he  would 
have  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

The  vote  was  then  announced  as  above  re- 
corded. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  ordering 
the  main  question  to  be  put. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Ashley  and  Mr. 
HoLMAN'  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
Ayos  65,  noes  70. 

So  tile  main  question  was  not  ordered, 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  move 
that  tlie  House  adhere  to  its  original  bill,  with  a 
view  to  raising  the  question  whether  there  shall 
be  ail  appointment  of  a  further  committee  of  free 
conference.' 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  that  we  first  take  a  vote  upon 
the  question  of  agreeing  or  not  agreeing  to  this 
report;  and  then,  if  the  House  reject  it,  we  can 
attend  to  that  matter. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  But  the  motion  to  adhere 
eovers  the  whole  ground. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  report  of  a  conference 
is  of  so  high  a  privilege  that  the  motion  to  agree 
to  it  overrides  everylliing  else,  and,  as  it  brings 
the  two  Houses  to  an  agreement,  it  takes  prece- 
dence over  everything  else.  The  motion  to  ad- 
hero  may  be  received,  and  after  the  motion  to 
agree  is  voted  down  that  motion  may  be  put. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  enter  my  motion. 
Upon  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  committee  I 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  54,  nays  85;  as  follows: 

YEAS— .Messrsi.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ash- 
ley, John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Boyd,  An>- 
lirose  W.  Clark,  Cole,  Dawes.  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley, 
Farnnworth,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  (ligby.  Hooper, 
Hotehkiss.  John  H.  Hiihbard,  Jcnckes,  Julian,  Kelley,  Or- 
lando Kellogfr,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McClurg,  Meln- 
doe. Morrill,  Uanii.'l  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Patterson,  Perhani,  Pike,  Price,  Alexan- 
der H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  i;dward  H.  Rollins,  Shannon, 
Sloan,  .Stevens,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  William  B. 
VVa-hburn,  Williams,  VVindom,  and  Woodbiid^e  -54. 

N  A  VS—.Mes.~rs.  James  C.Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Bally, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks, 
Jann'S  .*<.  Brown,  (^'hauler,  Clay,  Coffrolh,  Cox,  Cravens, 
t;reswiM,  Urnrv  Winter  Davis,  Dawson,  Deniing,  Deni- 
fon,  Ellen,  Eldr'idge,  Finck,Ganson,Grider,  Hall,  Harding, 
Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herriek,  llolman,  Asaliel  W.  Hub- 
bard, Huichins,  William  Johnson,  KalbHeisch,  KassoJl, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Kernan,  ICnapp,  Law,  Lazear.  Long, 
Malli.ry,  Marcy,  MeBrldc,  McDowell,  McKinney,  William 
H.  iVIillcr,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble, 
Od<'ll,  Orih,  Pendleton,  Pomcfroy,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel 
J.  Randall,  William  H  ll;:ndall,  Robinson,-  Rogers,  James 
8.  Uollins,  Ross,  Sclienek,  Scon,  Smith,  Smitliers,  Steb- 
blns,  John*.  Steele,  William  G,  Steele,  Stronse,  Stuart, 
Kweai,Thayer,'l'liomas,'rraey,  Voorhfes,  Elihu  U.  Wasli- 
burne,  VVeb-^ter,  Whaley,  \Vheeler,  ChiKon  A.  Wliite, 
Joseph  W.  White,  Wiluon,  Winfield,  Fernando  Wood, 
and  Yeanian — 8o. 

So  the  rcjiort  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLVIAN.  I  now  call  up  my  motion.  I 
would  inquire  of  the  Chair  what  will  be  the  effect 
of  the  House  adopting  a  motion  to  adhere? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  effect  will  be  that  the 
House  will  adlnre.      [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  And  will  the  effect  be  that 
MO  Other  coinmitti;o  of  free  conf(!reiice  can  be  ap- 
pointed except  at  the  iimlanee  of  the  Senate.' 

The  SPEAKER.  Committees  of  conference 
have  b«nn  appointed  n'frrr  n  motion  to  adhere  has 


been  adopted.  But  the  Ciiair  cannot  anticipate 
the  action  of  the  Housp. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  point  v/hich  I  wish  to 
get  at  is  whether,  after  the  adoption  of  a  motion 
to  adhere,  the  House  itself,  without  the  request  of 
the  Senate,  could  appoint  a  committee  of  free  con- 
ference. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  will  turn 
to  the  Journals  of  the  Thirty-Fourth  and  Thirty- 
Fifth  Congresses,  and  also  to  the  Manual,  he  will 
find  that  committees  of  conference  sometimes  take 
place  after  one  House  has  adhered. 

Mr.  BILAMAN.  I  move  that  the  House  in- 
sist, and  ask  another  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  I  desire,  if  the  motion  can 
be  amended,  to  move  to  amend  by  instructing 
the  committee  as  follows: 

And  that  said  cominitlce  be  instructed  to  agree  to  no 
report  that  authorizes  any  other  than  free  white  male  citi- 
zens, and  those  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  be- 
come such,  to  vote. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  can  be  made 
as  an  independent  motion  after  the  motion  is 
agreed  to  to  appoint  a  committee,  or  it  can  be 
offered  as  an  amendment  now. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  COX.     One  word  about  this  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan demands  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  wish  to  make  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  1  think  I  must  insist  upon 
the  previous  question,  • 

Mr.  COX.  I  think  we  can  vote  down  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  SPEAKER,  The  Chair  wiirstate  the 
order  in  which  the  question  will  be  put  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  COX.  I  rise  to  a  pointof  order.  Idonot 
know  that  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  called 
the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chairstated  that  hedid. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Webster]  afterwards  offered  his  amend- 
ment. 

Tlie  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  did  demand 
the  previous  question  after  that  time.  Gentlemen 
should  be  as  willing  to  believe  the  Chair  as  the 
Chair  is  to  believe  gentlemen. 

The  Chair  will  state  the  qiiestions  pending  be- 
fore the  Hou.se.  1'he  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Holman]  moves  that  the  House  adhere  to 
its  disagreement;  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
[Mr.  Beaman]  moves  that  the  House  insist  and 
ask  a  committee  of  conference,  which  takes  pre- 
cedence of  the  motion  to  adhere.  Pending  that 
motion  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Web- 
ster] moves  instructions  to  the  committee  of 
conference,  which  will  be  the  first  question  taken 
if  the  previous  question  is  seconded. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes  55, 
noes  52. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  desire  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont asks  unanimous  consent  to  make  an  in- 
quiry of  the  Cliair. 

Loud  ciies  of"  Object!" 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Then  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  object  to  any  debate. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  If  this  amendment  shall  be 
adopted,  will  it  not  perrnit  a  mulatto  who  declares 
his  intention  to  become  a  "  free  white  citizen"  To 
vote.'     [Lnufcliter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  regard 
that  as  a  question  of  order. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered, being  first 
upon  the  instructions  proposed  by  Mr.  Webster. 

Mr.  COX  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  wasdecided  in 
the  afi[irinative — yeas  75,  nays  (j7;  as  follows: 

YUAS— Messrs.  James  C.Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Baity, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Bio(d<s, 
James  S.  Brown,  William  (J.  iJrown,  Chaiiler,  Clay,  Cof- 
Irotli,  Cox,  Cravens,  Cr(^swell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Denison,  Eden,Eldridge,Fiiiek,Gaiison,Grider,  Hall, 
Harding.  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herriek,  Holman,  Hnleli- 
ins,  William  iolniBon,  Kallifleiseh,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law, 
l>azear.  Long,  Mallorv,  Marey,  .MeHride,  MeUowell,  Mc- 
Kinney. William  !1.  Miller,  James  It,  Morris,  Morrison, 
N.'Ison,  Noble,  Udrll,  Penilleion,  Radiurd,  Samu.-l  J.  Ran- 
dall, William  H.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  James S.  Rol- 
lins,IUms,  .-»eotl,  Smilli,  Smitliers,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Steele, 
Williain  li.  Steele,  Slrouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  'Plioman, 
Trney,  Voorbnei",  Wuhsinr,  Whaley,  Wlwoler,  C'hlltmi  A. 


White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield,  Fernando  Wood,  and 
Yeanian — 75. 

NAYS— .^lessrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ash- 
ley, John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Boulvvell, 
Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb.  Cole,  Dawes, 
Deniing,  Driggs,  Dnmont,  Farnsworili,  Frank,  Gooch, 
Griniiell,  Higby,  Hcjoper,  HotclilUss,  Asahi'l  W.  Hubbard, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenekes,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W. 
Kellogg,  Orlando  Ivel log!!.  Loan,  Loimyear,  Marvin,  Mc- 
Clnrg,  Melndoe,  SamuelF.  Miller,Morrill, Daniel  Morris, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Ortli,  Patterson, 
Perliam,  Pike,  Pomeioy,  Price,  Alexander  IL  Rice,  John 
IL  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sclienek,  Shannon,  Sloan, 
Stevens,  Thayer,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Elihu  B. 
Washburne,  Williain  B.  Washburn,  Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson.  VVindom,  and  Woodbridge — 67. 

So  the  instructions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COX  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  instructions  were  agreed  to;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  inotion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Beaman's  motion 
that  the  House  insist  on  its  disau:i-eement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  ask  a  further  con- 
ference, with  the  instructions  voted  by  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BEAMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to, 

Mr,  ALLEY.     Has  the  morning  hourexpired.' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  has;  and  the  next  busi- 
ness in  order  is  the  consideration  of  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ofiice  andPost  Roads, 
LAND  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  set  apart  next  Tuesday, 
after  the  morning  hour,  for  the  consideration  of 
business  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  the  House  having  used  up  the  two  days 
set  apart  for  that  business. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Afternext  Monday  it  is  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  iMeans  to 
ask  the  House  to  attend  to  the  internal  revenue 
bill,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  business.  I 
must,  therefore,  object. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  after  Monday  next  is  set  apart  for  the 
consideration  of  the  internal  revenue  bill.' 

The  SPEAKER.  No,  but  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  notify  the  House  that  they  in- 
tend to  call  up  that  measure  after  Monday. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  suggest  to 
my  colleague  that  he  ask  that  to-morrow  be  set 
aside  for  the  business  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  FENTON.  To-morrow  is  set  apart  for 
the  consideration  of  the  currency  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  stale  that 
•the  bank  bill  was  postjioned  until  to-morrow. 
That  bill  was  not  made  a  special  order.  It  was 
an  ordinary  postponement,  which  would  [lerhaps 
bring  the  bill  up  in  a  webk  or  two  or  later.  Tlie 
measures  that  antedate  it  are  the  bill  in  regard  to 
the  rebellious  States,  which  is  now  a  special  order 
from  day  to  day,  in  the  House,  after  the  morning 
hour;  and  two  earlier  postponements,  the  bill  in 
regard  to  public  buildings  in  the  Territories,  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens.] 
If  they  were  out  of  the  way,  tlie  bank  bill  would 
be  reached  to-morrow  after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  That  bHI  is 
not  yet  printed,  I  believe.  I  ask  that  Monday  be 
assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the  business  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.     I  object. 

UNEMPLOYED  GENERAL  OFFICERS, 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  desire  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Alley]  to  yield  me  the  floor 
for  a  moment,  that  1  may  submit  a  motion  to 
postpone  a  bill. 

Mr.  ALLEY.     I  yield  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  move  to  postpone  tlie  special 
order  in  relation  to  unemployed  generals,  on  ac- 
count of  the  expected  absence  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  for  ten  days. 

Mr.  COX.  Will  the geiilleman  submit  his  mo- 
tion to  postpone  indefinitely? 

iVlr.  Ashley,  l  move  to  postpone  for  ten 
days. 

'Die  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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STEAMSHIP  LINE  TO  BRAZIL. 

Mr.  ALLEY,  from  the  Commiitee  on  tliePost 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.No. 
288)  authorizing  the  establishment  of  ocean  mail 
steamship  service  between  the  United  States  and 
Brazil. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  authorizes  the  Postmas- 
ter General  to  unite  with  the  general  post  office 
department  of  the  empire  of  Brazil,  or  such  officer 
of  the  Government  of  Brazil  as  shall  be  authorized 
to  act  for  that  Government,  in  establishing  direct 
mail  communication  between  the  two  countries 
by  means  of  a  monthly  line  of  first-class  sea-going 
steamships,  to  be  of  not  less  than  two  thousand 
tons  burden  each,  and  of  sufficient  number  to  per- 
form twelve  round  trips  or  voyages  per  annum, 
between  a  port  of  the  United  States  north  of  the 
Potomac  river,  and  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  Brazil, 
touching  at  Saint  Thomas,  in' the  West  Indies, 
at  Bahia,  Pernambuco,  and  such  other  Brazilian 
and  intermediate  port  or  ports  as  shall  be  consid- 
ered itecessary  and  expedient;  provided  the  ex- 
pense of  the  service  shall  be  divided  between  the 
two  Governments;  and  that  the  United  States  por- 
tion shall  not  exceed  §150,000  for  the  performance 
of  twelve  round  trips  per  annum,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  an  appropria- 
tion bill,  it  requires  unanimous  consent  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  House.     Is  there  objection.' 

IMr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinciis.  Yes,  sir; 
there  is.' 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Is  it  in  order  to  withdraw  the 
bill.' 

The  SPEAKER.  This  day  being  set  apart  for 
the  consideration  of  the  business  of  the  PostOffice 
Commiitee,  the  Chair  thinks  the  gentleman  has  a 
right  to  wiilidraw  the  bill. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  If  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
will  withdraw  his  objection,  in  order  that  I  may 
submit  some  remarks  to  the  House,  I  will  give 
the  bill  the  direction  he  desires. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Jllinois.  I  withdraw 
the  objection; 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that  if 
the  appropriation  in  the  bill  be  required  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
the  bill  would  not  be  regarded  as  an  appropria- 
tion bill.  But  when  it  is  to  be  paid  out  of  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  it  is 
an  appropriation  bill,  and  must  be  considered  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  ALLEY.     I  will  make  that  modification. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  very  important  bill,  and 
I  purpose  to  present  the  main  reasons  in  its  sup- 
port, confining  myself  as  briefly  as  possible  to 
those  points  that  I  deem  most  important,  as  I 
atji  aware  that  the  time  of  the  House  is  precious, 
and  I  desire  to  consume  as  little  of  it  as  possible 
in  unnecessary  discussion. 

The  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  aiding  by  pe- 
cuniary assistance  the  extension  of  ocean  steam 
navigation  has  been  productive  of  results  so  be- 
neficent to  her  trade  and  commerce  that  we  may 
well  profit  bv  her  e.xample. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question.' 
I  know  that  Great  Britain  has  practiced  the  policy 
of  establishing  steamship  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  but  1  suggest  that  that  Governiinent,  like 
all  other  good  Governments,  has  always  before 
establishing  these  ocean  lines  attended  to  her  own 
inland  communications.  I  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  why  it  is  that  a  bill  to  establish  these  mail 
lines  to  foreign  countries  is  introduced  into  this 
House  before  that  committee  has  matured  what 
we  of  the  West  feel  particularly  interested  in,  the 
establishment  of  communications  between  the 
Atlantic  States  and  the  Pacific  ocean.  I  under- 
stand that  that  bill  has  been  resting  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee  for  some  lime,  and  that  a  report 
cannot  be  had  on  that  subject.  I  should  like  to 
have  that  bill  acted  upon  before  we  undertake  to 
establi-sh  these  long  lines  of  communication  with 
foreign  countries.  Let  us  attend  to  home  mat- 
ters first. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  That  bill  has  been  considered 
by  the  committee,  and  it  was  to  have  been  re- 
ported buck  this  morning;  but  there  was  .some 
little  disagreement  in  regard  to  some  details  in 
the  committee,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  defer  it 


till  another  meeting.  But  wc  shall  take  the  ear- 
liest opportunity  to  present  the  bill  to  the  House 
and  to  solicit  nction  upon  it. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  1  would  like  to  have  the 
chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Committee  stale  to 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  that  the  overland 
service  is  now  being  performed,  and  well  per- 
formed, and  that  nobody  complains. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  understand  that,  Mr. 
Speaker,  but  we  want  it  better  performed.  What 
1  am  anxious  for  is  the  proposition  advised  by 
the  Postmaster  General,  that  that  contract  shall 
be  converted  from  a  "  star  bid"  into  one  requir- 
ing contractors  to  run  four-horse  coaches  on  that 
route.     That  is  the  one  1  allude  to. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Then  the  gentleman  is  in 
favor  of  the  Government  going  into  the  business 
of  carrying  passengers  across  the  continent.  I 
do  not  go  in  for  that  myself. 

Mr.  P'ERNANDO  WOOD.  I  ask  the  Speaker 
what  question  is  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts is  speaking  by  unanimous  consent. 
He  reported  a  bill  in  regard  to  mail  coiTimunica- 
tions  with  Brazil. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  understood  that 
that  bill  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  do  not  so  understand.  I  in- 
tend to  move  an  amendment  changing  the  appro- 
priation so  as  to  make  it  payable  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

TheSPEAKER.  TheCliair  ruled  thatthe  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  could  withdraw  the 
other  bill,  otherwise  it  would  have  gone  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  gentleman  did  withdraw  the  bill,  and  went 
on  to  speak  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  submit  that  he 
cannot  speak  unless  there  is  something  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  like  to  make  ob- 
jection; but  I  cannot  consent  that  members  here, 
without  seeing  their  committees,  shall  change  the 
features  of  bills.  1  think  it  wholly  irregular,  and 
therefore  I  object.  I  do  not  understand  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Alley]  to  say  that  the  committee  has 
authorized  the  presentation  of  a  new  bill. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  The  committee  has  authorized 
me  to  report  this  bill,  and  are  very  anxious  that 
the  bill  shall  be  acted  upon.  Several  membersof 
the  committee  have  desired  me  to  change  the  form 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  commit- 
tee has  the  right  to  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the 
House  I  have  nothing  further  to  say;  but  if  they 
have  not,  then  I  submit  that  they  cannot  make 
such  an  arrangementas  ho  is  now  seeking  to  carry 
out.     I  only  want  to  know  how  that  fact  is. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  sustain 
that  point  of  order.  The'  right  of  a  committee  to 
sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  House  is  a  permis- 
sion for  the  committee  to  be  absent  in  the  commit- 
tee-room during  the  daily  sessions  of  the  House, 
under  which  they  are  allowed  to  come  in  and  vote 
at  aiiy  time  before  the  decision  of  the  Flouse  is 
announced.  The  Chair  cannot  undertake  to  in- 
quire into  how  the  chairman  of  the  committee  was 
authorized  to  make  the  report.  If  he  states  that 
he  is  authorized  by  a  majority  of  the  committee 
to  make  the  report,  the  Chair  cannot  go  behind 
that  statement.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  if 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
inform  him  upon  the  floor  of  the  House  of  their 
wish,  he  has  the  right  to  announce  it. 

Mr.  DAWES.  My  point  of  order  is  this,  that 
my  colleague  made  this  report  from  his  commit- 
tee and  has  commenced  his  remarks,  and  it  is  now 
altogether  too  late  to  raise  a  question  of  order. 
The  matter  is  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  desire  to 
know  precisely  what  the  facts  are.  I  understand 
that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  reported  a  bill  containing 
an  appropriation  which  rendered  it  imperative 
ypon  the  Chair  to  send  it  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  No  objection,  however,  being  inter- 
posed, the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  with- 
drew the  report  I  understand  furtlier  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  now  proposes  to 
report  the  bill  in  another  shape. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Has  already  reported  it,  and 
is  proceeding  with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Then  my 
point  of  order  is  whether  the  gentleman  is  author- 


ized by  his  commiitee  to  make  that  report.  His 
committee  lias  the  right,  when  proiierly  in  session, 
to  authorize  its  chairman  to  make  that  jeport.  If 
the  gentleman  soys  the  commiitee  have  so  author- 
ized, of  course  1  have  nothing  to  say ;  but  the  gen- 
tleman, by  ascertaining  the  opinions  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  individual  members,  has  not  the  right 
to  call  that  the  action  of  the  commitlee.  If  the 
Speaker  will  pardon  me,  I  recollect  that  tlnit  dis- 
tinct point  was  raised  upon  Mr.  Clingrnan,  of 
North  Carolina,  in  iheTliirty-Fiflh  Congress, and 
was  sustained  by  the  Cliair. 

TheSPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
will  remember  that  during  the  presenl  session  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Arnold]  reported  wliat  isknown 
as  the  ship  canal  bill,  under  precisely  similar  cir- 
cumstances. The  bill  was  at  first  reported;  tlM; 
point  of  order  was  raised  that  it  contained  an  ap- 
propriation; the  Chair  sustained  the  point  of  or- 
der, and  the  bill  was  accordingly  referred  to  the 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  gentleman  then,  on  the  assent  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  committee  obtained  here  in  the  Hall  as 
afterwards  ascertained,  reported  another  bill  of  a 
different  character,  and  what  is  known  as  the  ship 
canal  bill  is  now  before  the  House  by  virtue  of 
that  report  so  made.  The  Chair  decides  that  upon 
the  statement  of  the  chairman  of  the  commiitee 
that  he  is  authorized  to  make  a  report,  the  report 
must  be  received. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  know  noth- 
ing about  the  ship  canal  bill.  I  was  not  present 
when  it  was  reported. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me, 
I  will  relieve  him  from  any  further  difficulty.  I 
state  that  I  am  authorized  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  report  this  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  Chair  decides  that 
the  report  is  received  and  is  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  have  directed 
me  to  report  this  bill,  and  with  leave  of  the  House 
I  will  state  some  of  the  reasons  in  support  of  this 
measure  which  present  themselves  to  my  mind. 
Numerous  petitions  from  several  States  in  the 
Union,  signed  by  large  numbers  of  leading  mer- 
chants, capitalists,  and  others,  solicitous  for  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  material  interests 
of  the  country,  no  less  than  for  national  political 
purposes  connected  with  our  foreign  relations, 
iiave  been  presented  to  Congress,  asking  the  grant 
of  pecuniary  aid  for  the  establishment  of  ocean 
steam  communication  for  postal  and  commercial 
purposes  between  this  country  and  foreign  ports. 
Some  of  the  petitioners  have  asked  that  subsidies 
might  be  granted  to  particular  lines;  but  mostly 
that  a  general  policy  might  be  inaugurated  which 
would  place  us  upon  a  more  equal  commercial 
footing  with  olher  nations,  and  make  available, 
through  the  fosteringcarc  of  the  Government,  the 
great  commercial  advantages  which  tend  so  much 
to  develop  the  resources  and  promote  the  wealth 
of  the  nation.  The  committee  were  unanimously 
of  the  opinion  that  no  subsidies  should  begranted 
to  any  particular  line,  and  this  bill  provides  that 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  advertise  for  the 
lowest  bids,  and  accept  such  bid  from  the  lowest 
responsible  biddir,  if  tlie-service  shall  not  cost  a 
sum  exceeding  $150,000  per  annum  to  the  Uni- 
ted States;  provided  further,  that  the  Brazilian 
GovernmeiU  will  join  in  contribution  to  her  part 
of  the  expense. 

The  preset!  lis  a  most  opportune  lime  to  obtain  the 
cooperation  of  the  Brazilian  Government.  They 
have  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  line  of  steamships  between  their  ports 
and  our  own.  During  the  last  year  a  propositioii 
to  grant  a  subsidy  of  upward  of  a  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  ]ier  annum  to  a  North  American  com- 
pany that  would  perform  twelve  round  trips  per 
year  between  their  ports  and  our  own,  came 
within  six  votes  of  becoming  a  law.  The  leaders 
of  the  Liberal  party  have  been  its  earnest  advo- 
cates. Tliat  party  has  lately  come  into  power, 
and  it  is  thought  by  well  informed  persons  now 
in  Brazil,  and  in  official  relations  with  our  Gov- 
ernment, that  the  Brazilian  Government  is  now 
prefiared  to  act  in  full  cooperation  with  our  own 
in  the  establishment  of  such  a  line  of  .steamers  as 
this  bill  proposes,  touching  at  the  several  ports 
therein  mentioned,  and  to  share  with  us  their  full 
prof)ortion  of  the  expense. 

1  do  not  doubt  from  all  the  information  I  can 
obtain,  that  the  postal  service  for  whicL  this  bill 
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provides  mny  be  secured  for  an  annual  compen- 
sation of  }f2oO,UOO,  wliicii,  if  divided  equally 
between  ilie  two  Governments,  would  be  but 
§123,000' for  us  to  pay.  And  if  we  deduct  the 
probalile  amount  of  postages  which  we  shall  re- 
ceive, estimated  from  the  best  data  we  can  pro- 
cure, there  is  little  doubt  but  what  the  great  and 
important  advantages  which  this  measure  will 
secure  will  cost  this  Government  much  less  than 
$100,000  per  annum. 

1  have  been  one  of  those  who  have  believed  for 
years  that  our  Government  was  pursuing  a  pol- 
icy in  withholding  all  encouragement  and  aid  to 
ocean  steam  navigation  injurious  to  all  her  great 
interests,  political,  commercial,  manufacturing, 
and  agricultural;  a  policy  wliich,it  seems  to  me, 
Uas  been  exceedingly  "  penny  wise  and  pound 
foolish."  Great  Britain  has  furnished  to  us  an 
example  of  wisdom  and  sag<icity  in  her  encour- 
agement of  ocean  steam  navigation  which  it 
would  bewellf.ir  us  to  profit  by.  By  her  untiring 
energy  and  ceaseless  efforts  she  penetrates  every 
part  of  the  world  with  constant  steam  communi- 
cation. And  1  propose  to  show  before  I  close 
how  she  has  by  this  policy  built  up  and  increased 
her  trade  and  commerce  upon  this  continent,  right 
at  our  own  doors,  while  we,  on  the  other  hand, 
liave  been  subordinated  and  almost  driven,  so  far 
as  exports  are  concerned,  from  that  trade,  when 
every  coiisidrraiion  of  political  and  commercial 
advantage,  in  view  of  our  contiguity,  political  re- 
lations, and  necessities,  rendered  it  our  duty  and 
interest  much  nuire  than  theirs  to  increase  and  ex- 
pand our  trade  and  commerce  with  those  nations. 

If  it  can  be  shown  that  in  those  countries  where 
ocean  steam  communication  has  been  fostered 
and  encouraged,  and  lines  established,  the  trade 
and  commerce  with  the  countries  to  which  such 
postal  and  commercial  facilities  have  befen  ex- 
tended have  been  enormously  increased,  while  our 
own  has  been  as  constantly  diminishing  with  all 
nations  that  Great  Britain  and  France  have  estab- 
lished such  lines  of  steam  communication  with, 
we  cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  such  increase  on 
their  part  and  diminution  on  ours  is  directly  as- 
cribable  to  that  policy — so  wise  and  sagacious — 
which  England  has  pursued  so  steadily  upon  such 
a  prodigious  scale  for  so  many  years.  And  if  it 
is  also  discovered  that  this  steam  communication 
is  and  can  be  maintained  only  by  governmental 
aid  at  the  cost  of  Government  subsidies,  then  I 
say  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  encour- 
age, protect,  and  extend  commerce,  to  some  de- 
gree at  least,  by  similar  means. 

In  these  days  of  improvement  and  competition, 
the  merchants  who  are  enabled  to  reach  the  mar- 
kets of  the  world  in  the  shortest  time  can  distance 
all  others  in  the  race  of  competition  for  trade; 
and  no  maritime  nation  can  afford  to  disregard 
such  a  great  principle  of  commercial  economy. 
The  advantage  of  two  or  three  days'  time  in  the 
arrival  of  a  large  steamer  with  hundreds  of  pas 
sengers  and  millions  of  treasure  and  merchandise, 
with  a  large  mail,  can  hardly  be  over-estimated. 

Facts  and  statistics  clearly  show  that  this  policy 
of  Great  Britain, ofencouraging  ocean  steam  navi- 
gation by  Government  subsidies,  and  thus  increas- 
ing her  commercial  facrlities  with  all  those  coun- 
tries, has  increased  her  trade  and  commerce  with 
them  to  gigantic  proportions.  Ours,  on  the  con- 
trary, has  diminished  with  those  nations,  and  in 
some  instances  dwindled  into  insignificance. 

It  is  a  humiliating  fact  that  not  a  single  steamer 
now  carries  our  "  flag"  to  any  European  port, 
and  we  are  so  dependent  upon  France  and  Eng- 
land for  communication  with  our  neighbors  upon 
this  continent  that  all  the  correspondence  of  our 
merchants  with  Brazil  has  to  be  sent  by  the  way 
of  England  or  France.  An  American  mif)isler 
accredited  to  any  of  the  South  American  Govern- 
ments, if  he  desijcs  to  reach  his  post  within  a 
reasonable  lime,  is  compelled  to  cross  the  ocean 
twice,  and  travel  the  whole  distance  upon  foreign 
Btenmers. 

This  question  ofcncouragingocean  steam  navi- 
gation hasassntned  vast  importance.  Ititivolvcs, 
if  not  ourexislcricc  as  an  imfiortant  maritime  tia- 
tion,  at  least  our  maritime  suprctnacy.  Si(uim 
in  destined  to  be  as  important  an  auxiliary  in 
facilitating  ocean  carriage  as  it  is  now  in  the 
transport  of  merchandise  and  passengers  by  land. 
Great  Britain,  from  the  moment  that  the  practi- 
cability of  ocean  steam  navigation  was  established 
by  the  passfigcs  of  the  Sirius  and  Great  Western 


from  Liverpool  to  New  York  in  1838,  has  been 
constantly  availing  herself  of  every  possible  op- 
portunity to  extend  her  trade  and  commerce  by 
means  of  steam  communication,  which  she  has 
encouraged  by  subsidies,  until  the  antuial  ainount 
granted  is  no  less  a  sum  than  <f847,000,  or  up- 
ward of  $4,000,000.  From  this  is  to  be  deducted 
about  <£ 340,000  of  receipts  from  postages,  leaving 
something  over  <^500,000  deficiency, or  an  annual 
loss  to  the  British  Government  of  over  (^2,500,000. 

Such  has  been  the  undoubted  gain  of  her  con- 
stantly increasing  trade  and  commerce  with  all 
these  countries  with  whom  these  steam  commu- 
nications were  established,  and  so  perfectly  ap- 
parent have  been  thegreatadvantages  reaped  from 
this  policy,  that  she  has  been  cotistantly  increas- 
ing her  subsidies  and  extending  her  steam  com- 
munications, from  1840, when  she  commenced  this 
system  with  the  Cunard  line  of  steamers  from  Liv- 
erpool to  New  York,  until  it  has  reached  the  enor- 
mous sum  before  mentioned.  She  now  has  nine 
lines,  I  think,  to  which  she  grants  subsidies:  one 
called  the  Peninsula  route,  to  which  a  subsidy  of 
<£5,000  is  granted;  another,  the  Mediterranean  and 
India,  which  receives  <£249, 625  subsidy ;  then'the 
Point  de  Galle  and  Sydney,  receiving  il34,672; 
the  Cunard  line,  from  Liverpool  to  Boston, 
which  receives  >£17G,340;  also  the  Cunard  line 
between  Halifax,  Bermuda,  and  St. Thomas,  for 
which  they  receive  £iA,100  aubsidy;  West  In- 
dies, Brazil,  and  River  Plate,  .£270,000;  Pacific, 
.i£25,000;  West  Coast  of  Africa,  .£30,000;  and 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  .£33,060  subsidy ;  making  in 
all  over  ^800,000.  Other  lines  are  contemplated 
across  the  South  Pacific  connecting  Brazil  with 
Australia;  nor  will  she  cease  to  prosecute  this 
system  of  steam  communication  with  every  nook 
and  corner  of  the  globe  where  trade  and  com- 
merce can  flourish  until  she  has  compelled  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  to  pour  into  her  capacious 
lap  such  of  their  products  as  may  be  necessary  to 
promote  her  comfort,  power,  and  wealth. 

The  exports  of  British  products  to  the  United 
States  were  about  the  same  in  1840  as  they  were 
in  the  year  1800,  varying  but  little  during  that 
time.  In  1800  they  were  over  $29,500,000  and  in 
1840*,29,348,000;  ifanything, slightly  decreasing. 
The  Cunard  steamers  were  subsidized  and  com- 
menced the  mail  service  in  1840,  and  from  that 
time  to  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  the 
exports  of  British  products  to  the  United  States 
have  been  steadily  increasing  until  they  were 
more  than  quadrupled  during  the  score  of  years 
immediately  preceding  the  rebellion,  while,  lis  I 
have  before  stated,  during  the  forty  years  preced- 
ing 1840  they  slightly  decreased.  This  vast  in- 
crease is  undoubtedly  ascribable  in  considerable 
degree  to  increased  facilitiesof  communication  es- 
tablished by  ocean  steam  navigation. 

Mail  communication  from  England  to  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa  commenced  in  1852,  and  the  ex- 
ports of  her  manufactures  and  products  to  that 
coast  nearly  doubled  the  first  year,  and  contin- 
ued to  steadily  increase.  Her  increase  of  gain 
in  the  expo)t  of  products  and  manufactures  to 
China,  India,  and  Egypt,  shows  a  larger  amount, 
even,  than  that  upon  the  West  Coast  of  Africa. 

In  I860  the  whole  amount  of  imports  into  the 
republic  of  Mexico  was  about  $26,000,000,  and 
the  exports  about  $28,000,000,  making  of  im- 
ports and  exports  a  foreign  interchange  of  about 
$54,000,000  per  annum.  Of  this  commerce  Eng- 
land gotal)out$33,000,000,  the  United  Stntesabout 
$8,000,000,  France  something  over  $5,000,000, 
and  the  remaining  $8,000,000  was  distributed 
chiefly  between  Germany,  Spain,  Belgium,  Sar- 
dinia,Cuba,  India, and  China.  By  this  statement 
it  appears  that  England  secured  to  herself  over  half 
of  the  whole  foreign  commerce  of  Mexico,  and 
four  times  as  much  as  we  did;  although  to  obtain 
it  she  passed  by  our  own  doors,  and  almost  ties- 
passed  upon  our  own  territory.  The  same  policy 
pursued  with  regard  to  Mexico  has  becii  pur- 
sued by  Great  Britain  in  reference  to  Brazil.  A 
line  of  mail  steamers  was  subsidized  and  com- 
menced running  in  1851,  with  still  mm-e  favora- 
ble re.vults  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Great 
Britain  than  she  experieticcd  even  wiih  Mexico. 
The  first  year  British  exports  were  increased 
$5,000,000,  and  the  iniports  and  exports  of  Eng- 
land with  Brazil  the  first  six  years  were  doubled; 
while  the  six  years  immediately  preceding  1851, 
wiihoutsieam  communication,  the  trade  remained 
stationary. 


The  vast  increase  of  the  foreign  trade  and  com- 
merce of  Great  Britain  of  late  years  can  be  traced 
directly  to  her  wise  and  sagacious  policy  in  offering 
encouragement  and  holding  out  every  inducement 
for  increased  facilities  in  steam  communication 
with  every  part  of  the  habitable  globe.  Imight 
give  the  statistics  of  these  astonishing  results 
more  in  detail,  as  they  are  found  on  record  in  the 
oflicial  reports  of  the  several  Governments  and 
on  file  in  the  archives  of  our  own,  but  the  hour 
allotted  to  me  will  not  permit,  and  I  will  only 
take  the  time  of  the  House, as  it  is  sufficient,  per- 
haps, for  my  purpose,  to  give  thus  briefly  an  au- 
thentic statement  of  these  important  facts. 

France  under  her  present  ruler  has  been  pur- 
suing to  a  considerable  extent  the  same  policy  as 
England,  and  with  similar  results.  She  has  been 
rapidly  recovering  her  maritime  importance  which 
was  almost  extitiguished  by  the  conditions  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  1815.  The  French  Gov- 
ernment pays  large  subsidies  to  the  three  great 
lines  communicating  with  South  America  and  the 
East.  They  are  all  in  the  interest  of  one  great 
company,  and  receive  one  general  subsidy,  which 
is  increased  as  the  service  is  extended.  It  is  in 
one  sense  a  great  national  concern.  The  Govern- 
ment not  only  grants  a  large  annual  subsidy,  but 
makes  advances  to  build  the  boats,  and  gets  -re- 
imbursed from  their  subsequent  earnings,  deduct- 
ing a  small  percentage  from  their  gross  receipts, 
which  gradually  wipes  out  the  first  advance. 

The  policy  of  our  Govern  merit,  in  contrast  with 
England  and  Prance,  as  results  show,  has  been 
narrow  and  short-sighted.  Our  commerce  with 
those  countries,  previous  to  the  rebellion,  either 
decreased  or  remained,  during  this  same  period — 
the  last  decade — almost  stationary,  while  that  of 
England  flourished  and  increased  in  many  i,n- 
stances  fourfold,  under  the  fostering  care  of  her 
subsidy  system.  In  1859  our  trade  with  Mexico 
was,  in  exports  to  that  country,  about  three 
and  a  half  million  dollars,  and  our  imports  from 
there  about  five  and.  a  half  millions,  upward  of 
four  millions  of  which  was  specie.  England  ex- 
ported andimported  about  four  times  as  much 
during  the  same  year.  It  should  have  been  re- 
versed. We  should  have  had  four  times  as  much 
commerce  with  Mexico  as  England.  It  would 
have  been  so  if  we  had  pursued  the  same  liberal 
and  sagacious  policy  that  she  has;  for  it  was  no 
fault  of  Mexico  that  our  commercial  relations 
were  not  more  intimate  and  extensive  with  her 
than  they  were.  The  Mexican  Government  has 
for  years  fully  appreciated  the  advantages  of  closer 
and  more  intimate  commercial  relations  with  the 
United  States,  and  have  made  several  attempts  to 
establish  steam  communication  with  us  for  postal 
and  commercial  purposes,  and  in  1857  made  a 
contract  with  a  citizt-n  of  the  United  States  to  pay 
an  annual  subsidy  of  $120, 000  for  ten  years,  which 
was  practically  contingent  upon  the  cooperation 
of  this  Government  in  like  manner,  but  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  failed  to  cooperate, 
and  the  project  was  abandoned.  Every  consid- 
eration of  interest,  both  political  and  commercial, 
Mexico  conceived  to  be  involved  in  the  enter- 
prise, and  while  she  believed  the  United  States 
would  be  benefited  in  much  greater  d(-gree  than 
herself,  she  exhibited  an  enlightened  liberality  in 
coming  forward  and  offering  to  bear  her  full  share 
of  the  buiiden. 

In  this  connection  I  will  quote  some  extracts 
from  a  letter  of  a  late  Postmaster  General — Gov- 
ernor Brown — now  deceased,  written  in  1859  to 
the  chairman  at  that  time  of  the  Senate  Commit- 
tee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  urging  upon 
Congress  a  similar  measure  in  reference  to  steam 
communicaiion  with  Mexico  which  this  bill  pro- 
vides with  Brazil.      In  that  letter  he  says: 

'•  Not\vitlis:taiuliiig  the  proximity  of  Me,Tico,  ami  tlio  spe- 
cial interest  ot"  tills  tJovernmont  in.evcryiliiiig  tli;it  apper- 
tains to  :uul  that  might  lacilitate  the  most  friendly  and 
onlaiged  intercourse  between  our  own  and  the  people  of 
that  republic,  it  is  well  known  that  for  the  last  twenty  years 
the  oonnniTce  between  the  I  wo  connlries  has  beensreatly 
Jccrrasinif,  whereas  with  (Jreat  liritain  and  other  Euro- 
pean natioM.s  it  has  been  steadily  increasing.  Tills  fact,  it 
may  be  presumed,  is  attrihulablu  almost  eniirely  to  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Itritisli  Govi'rnincnt  in  protecting  and  supporting 
regular  lines  of  mail  sleamcis.  Krequeiiry,  certainty,  nnd 
regulariiy  of  inlorcouiso  biitweeii  countries  are  the  grisit 
I  lie-springs  of  (•oinmerce."  *  *  *  *  "'J'jie 
advantages  of  our  geographical  position,  and  the  enterprise 
of  our  people,  who  produce  ami  minul'aeturc  every  article 
of  consninption  suilalile  lollie  Mexican  market,  enable  us, 
alter  the  trade  is  once  developed,  to  sell  or  exchange  oil 
terms  mori!  advantageous  to  Mexican  cimsuiiiers  than  can  be 
possibly  tillered  by  European  producers.     Once  accomplisli 
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this  object,  and  It  Is  obvious  that  tliccoiisldpiablcamniinis 
of  specie  which  now  find  tlieir  way  to  Emopu  would  be 
diverted  to  llie  United  States." 

Tliesc  views  are  presented  so  forcilily,  and  hav- 
ing as  much  application,  or  more,  even,  to  Brazil 
than  Mexico,  1  could  not  forbear  to  quote  them. 

The  action  and  feeling  of  leading  citizens  of 
Mexico  of  all  parties,  for  some  years  previous  to 
the  rebellion,  as  well  as  the  direct  action  of  the 
Mexican  Government  in  1857,  while  it  proves 
that  Mexico  has  not  been  insensible  to  the  great 
advantages,  commercial  and  political,  to  be  ob- 
tained by  more  intimate  communication  with  the 
United  States,  presents  to  us  the  mortifying  fuel 
that  to  the  apathy  of  our  Government  and  people 
ia  ascribable  the  great  falling  off  of  our  trade  and 
commerce  with  that  country,  which  in  1835  was 
over  twenty  millions  in  commercial  exchanges, 
which  England  by  her  enterprise  and  sagacity 
has  snatched  away  from  us.  Who  can  doubt 
that  the  commercial  exchanges  of  the  United 
States  with  Mexico,  had  this  commerce  been  prop- 
erly encouraged,  would  have  exceeded  in  amount 
that  of  the  whole  world  besides .'  It  is  marvelous 
that  we  should  have  exhibited  for  so  many  years 
such  indifference  to  all  that  concerns  the  encour- 
agement and  development  of  our  trade  with  the 
Spanish-American  countries,  so  natural  and  so 
important  to  us  that  we  should  cultivate  the  clos- 
est tics  of  amity  and  friendship. 

Our  exports  to  Brazil  in  1858  were  about 
$5,000,000,  in  1859  about  $6,000,000,  in  1860 
nearly  the  same,  and  in  1861  within  ten  thousand 
dollars  of  amounting  to  !^5,000,000.  Our  import- 
ations from  Brazil  during  the  same  period  of  four 
years  were  $17,000,000  in  1858,  $22,000,000  in 
1859,  $21,000,000  in  1860,  and  something  less 
than  $15,000,000  in  1861.  This  enormous  balance 
against  us,  an  average  annual  amount  of  about 
$13,000,000,  had  to  be  wiped  out,  of  course,  in 
coin.  Contrast  this  with  the  trade  of  Great  Brit- 
ain in  1861.  Her  exports  to  Brazil  amounted  that 
year  to  over  $28,000,000,  and  her  imports  of  Bra- 
zilian products,  other  than  specie,  less  than  half 
that  sum,  making  a  balance  in  her  favorof  about 
the  same  number  of  millions  as  we  show  of  bal- 
ance against  us;  a  trade  which  greatly  increases 
the  wealth  of  England, and  to  no  small  extent  im- 
poverishes us. 

The  exports  to  Brazil  from  the  United  Stales 
consist  chiefly  of  agricultural  products,  say  about 
seven  eighths  to  one  eightli  of  manufactured  arti- 
cles. The  list  of  articles  embraced  in  the  United 
States  returns  of  exports  toBrazil  are  so  numer- 
ous, and  of  such  natural  and  abundant  production 
in  this  country,  as  to  admit  of  immense  expan- 
sion in  volume  and  value,  when  once  markets  and 
men  are  brought  together  by  means  of  steam  cor)- 
veyance  for  mails  and  passengers,  samples  and 
invoices.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  furnish  statistics 
of  the  vast  West  India  trade  tapped  by  touching 
at  St.  Thomas.  But  when  it  is  considered  that 
mail  steamers  diverge  from  this  central  point  to 
all  the  most  important  islands  of  the  West  Indies 
south  of  Cuba,  as  well  as  to  Mexico  and  different 
ports  on  the  Spanish  Main,  it  is  palpable  that  a 
new  vitality  will  be  imparted  to  our  intercourse 
with  those  fertile  regions  by  the  establishment. of 
this  direct  line.  It  is  believed  to  be  beyond  dis- 
pute that  a  great  trade  and  travel  from  the  West 
Indies  and  from  the  east  coast  of  South  America 
is  now  driven  to  Europe  for  want  of  steam  facil- 
ities, the  existence  of  which  would  bring  both  in 
preference  to  our  more  cimgenial  shores. 

I  have  before  alluded  to  the  good  feeling  exist- 
ing toward  us  on  the  part  of  the  dominant  party 
in  Brazil  at  the  present  time,  and  in  illustration 
of  this  I  desire  to  read  some  extracts  from  a  letter 
written  by  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Liberal 
party  in  Brazil,  which  I  find  in  a  memorial  pre- 
sented to  this  body  from  the  New  York  Mail 
Steamship  Company,  which,  doubtless,  many  of 
you  have  seen.  The  letter  is  addressed  to  an 
American  merchant  now  residing  in  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro, George  ISJ.  Davis,  Esq.: 

Province  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  March,  1863. 

Mv  Dear  Mr.  Davis:  Your  letter  has  given  iiie  great 
pleasure.  In  addiiion  to  the  honor  of  your  attentions,  I 
must  express  the  lively  satisfaction  which  I  experience  at 
the  interest  which  you  take  in  our  [ihe  liraziliaiij  great 
(inestion,  iiainily, direct  steaui  navigaiion  hi  tween  theCTni- 
ted  .States  and  lira/.il.  I  must  also  expiess  my  thanks  to  his 
excellency  the  American  minister  for  giving  me  a  portion 
of  his  time  In  regard  to  this  most  important  measure. 

What  would  be  tlie  largest  sum  which  f  judge  the  Bra- 


zilian Gnvernmpnt  would  grant  as  a  subsidy  to^a  direct 
sti-aiiiship  lim:  with  the  United  Stales?  I  reply  that  it 
would  hi;  the  duty  of  our  Govinnment  to  give  the  sum  ne- 
cessary Cor  tli(^  uiKlcrtaking,  whatever  that  sum  might  be, 
IVoin  tiK'  lact  that  it  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  our 
agricultural  interests  that  we  enter  into  closer  relations 
with  the  United  States.  I  proposed  last  year  the  sum  of 
$110,000  as  our  share  of  the  annual  subsidy. 

The  case  with  which  our  Government  could  aid  by  a 
satisfactory  subsidy  to  the  compajiy  tliat  will  unite  Kio  de 
Janeiro,  Pernambuco,  and  Para  with  tlie  markets  of  the 
United  States  is  aeknowleilgud  by  all.  Unloriuiiately,  to 
speak  frankly,  there  are  some  pretended  statesnii:n  among 
us  who  wish  to  disseminate  in  high  and  otiieial  quarters  a 
sentiment  adverse  to  relations  with  the  United  States. 
These  adulators,  in  order  to  show  themselves  more  mon- 
archical than  the  monarch  himself,  iMSinualed  tliat  Amer- 
icans will  revolutionize  Brazil;  that  if  we  lorin  intimate 
relations  with  them  that  they  will  finish  by  annexing  the 
valley  of  tlie  Amazon.  Happily,  however,  the  opinions  of 
these  suspicious  spirits  of  darkness,  who  alone  have  made 
our  darkness  more  dense,  have  been  lalsitied  by  the  good 
sense  of  the  people  of  both  countries.  For  we  meet  with 
Americans  in  all  parts  of  Brazil,  and  principally  in  the  val- 
li;y  of  the  Amazon  at  Para,  wlierethey  nourish  co  e. 

In  Rio  de  Janeiro  Americans  have  rendered  commerce  the 
labor  saving  machines  of  their  agriculture,  which  is  anal- 
ogous to  ours.  lu  the  province  of  Kio  de  Janeiro  ourgreat 
man  of  enterprise,  Sr.  C  Ottoni,  confides  to  Americans 
Ills  vast  undertakings.  Sustained  by  their  indomitable  per- 
severance and  extraordinary  energy,  they  have  in  tlie  sec- 
ond division  of  the  Pedro  11  railway  tilled  up  valleys,  per- 
forated through  the  Serra  de  Mar  with  tunnels,  and  at  this 
moment  locomotives  made  in  their  northern  iioine  take 
possession  of  the  heights  over  Thermopyla. 

Excuse  tlie  emphasis  with  vviiich  1  express  myself.  This 
is  a  subject  whicli  incessantly  occupies  my  soul.  I  wish 
to  influence  the  destinies  of  my  country  by  pointing  out  the 
era  of  transformation,  moral  and  economical,  inwliioh  my 
native  land  needs  to  begin  by  establishing  direct  steam  nav- 
igation bi'tween  the  two  countries. 

Brazil  needs  neuj  ftZoorf,  she  needs  the  Yankee  spirit,  this 
intrepidity,  this  energy,  this  masculine  spirit  of  invention 
and  progress.  Slie  needs  to  remodel  her  Portuguese  and 
priestly  pr,ejudicesin  the  world  of  generous  ideas  of  liberty, 
as  to  day  we  cast  rifled  cannon  from  the  old-fashioned  and 
worthless  culvorins.        ******* 

But  I  forgot  that  the  most  effective  arguments  are  com- 
mercial interests.  I  have  already,  in  a  work  published  last 
year,  referred  to  this  sfibject.  Commerce  between  the  two 
countries  is  constantly  increasing.  In  1859  we  Imported 
from  the  United  States  to  the  amountof  $6,000,000,  and  we 
exported  to  the  United  States  $2-2,000,000.  Now  who  is  the. 
most  directly  interested  in  the  closer  relations  of  which  1 
have  spoken?  Without  doubt  Brazil,  and  above  all  the 
planters  and  dealers  in  coffee,  and  the  collectors  and  mer- 
chants of  the  India  rubber  of  tlie  Auiazon  valley.  If  the 
sum  total  01  transactions  in  the  normal  annual  period,  and 
without  tlie  aid  of  steam  is  $28,000,000,  is  not  the  advant- 
age of  a  steamship  line  between  New  York  and  Rio  evi- 
dent to  all? 

No  one  can  foresee  the  increase  of  importation  from  the 
United  States  when  there  shall  be  the  great  convenience  of 
steam  communication  with  New  York.  To-day  no  one  ig- 
nores that  Americans  begin  to  take  the  lead  in  our  markets 
in  certain  articles,  which  tliey  compete  witli  and  surpass 
the  English.  The  United  States  furnisli  us  witli  bread- 
stuffs.  You  have  even  imported  for  us  Indian  corn  in  years 
of  scarcity.  Many  articles  of  furniture  and  of  wooden  ware 
we  buy  byprelerence  of  the  Americans.  Yes,  even  in  tlie 
mountains,  wlience  I  write  this  letter,  I  have  seen  many 
household  comforts  which  we  call  American.  The  Pedro 
11  Railway  Company  have  formed  so  good  an  opinion  of 
your  founderies  and  machine  shops  that  they  now  prefer 
American  locomotives,  (Baldwin,  of  Philadelphia,)  and 
American  cars,  (VVasson,  Springfield,  Massachusetts.)  The 
English,  who  almost  monopolize  our  market  in  cotton  and 
woolen  fabrics,  send  to  Brazil  articles  of  a  high  price  and 

'erior  quality,  hitherto  without  competition.  Would  that 
i  .'erican  manufacturers  would  obtain  infornia'aon  oftliis 
grfcK  '  market;  and  by  studying  near  at  hand  the  wants  and 
tastes  of  nine  million  people  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  a  short 
time  they  would  be  strong  competitors  of  the  English.  Who 
would  profit  by  this  competition  ?  Undoubtedly  tlie  Brazil- 
ians and  you  North  Americans. 

Another  consideration.  Brazil  needs  civil  engineers,  men 
of  enterprise,  intelligent  laborers,  men  habituated  to  new 
inventions,  and  they  themselves  inventors.  These  pre- 
cious men  abound  in  the  United  States.  Brazil  offers  her- 
self to  emigrants. 

Let  American  steamers  navigate  the  Amazon ;  let  the 
coast  trade  be  free  to  the  starry  Hag  and  to  frjendly  nations ; 
give  impulse  to  railways  and  the  navigation  of  aM  our  large 
rivers;  above  all,  let  us  have  a  line  of  steamers  between 
the  United  States  and  Brazil,  and  then  we  shall  see  the 
development  of  our  country  by  an  advantageous  influx  of 
Americans. 

If  we  insist  upon  this  question  It  will  soon  triumph.  The 
occasion  is  opoortune.  The  recent  arbitrary  cmutuct  of 
Englajid  excites  in  the  whole  of  Brazil  a  great  disconfidence 
in  all  European  Governments,  and  by  this  means  some  of 
the  most  obstinate  minds  have  been  opened  to  the  idea  of 
an  intimate  alliance  with  the  United  States.  The  moment 
is  propitious. 

And  now,  my  dear  Mr.  Davis,  feeling  that  I  have  not 
been  as  useful  in  this  matter  as  I  desired,  with  profound 
respect  and  the  greatest  esteem,  I  remain  vmir  servant, 
A.  C.  TAVARES  BASTOS. 

I  trust,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  have  clearly  shown 
that  the  great  material  interests  of  this  country 
will  be  promoted  by  the  inauguration  of  such  a 
policy  as  this  bill  contemplates.  Nor  does  it  in- 
volve less  grave  considerations  of  a  political  char- 
acter. Great  political  considerations,  of  trans- 
cendent importance,  are  involved  in  the  question 


of  iiitimate  postal  and  connmercial  communica- 
tions with  our  neighbors  upon  this  continent.  We 
need  that  friendship  of  these  neiglibciri,iig  iifiiioiis 
which  nlWfiys  follows  intercourse.  The  Gnverii- 
menis  of  Europe  are  seeking  to  esiiiUlish  their 
institutions  and  their  policy  upon  this  continent. 
Nor  will  pretexts  ever  be  wanting  to  the  am- 
bitious and  unscrupulous.  We  ought  not  to  allovir 
them  to  outstrip  us  by  means  of  steam  commu- 
nication which  we  ourselves  can  better  supply 
in  securing  to  themselves  the  great  advantages 
which  this  system  of  national  policy  unquestion- 
ably gives  them.  Establish  steam  coiTiniunica- 
tion,  such  as  this  bill  contemplates,  with  South 
America,  and  you  will  iiot  see  England  a  great 
while  longer  exporting  to  Brazil  $28,000,000  in 
merchandise,  and  taking  in  return  less  than  half 
that  amount,  and  the  United  States  exporting 
only  $6,000,000,  while  she  imports  of  Brazilian 
products  over  $20,000,000  [ler  annum. 

The  South  American  nations  are  all  anxious  to 
establish  more  intimate  fiolitical  and  commercial 
relations  with  this  country.  They  dread  ihe  en- 
croaching and  gras[iiiig|iolicy  of  the  Governments 
of  the  Old  World,  and  they  are  looking  lo  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  as  a  barrier  and  shield 
to  the  aggressions  and  usurpations  of  European 
policy.  Some  oliject  to  ihe  inauguration  of  tliia 
policy  now  because  it  would  burden  the  nation 
with  additional  debt  which  wc  are  now  so  poorly 
able  to  bear.  No  one,  I  know,  can  feel  more  deeply 
than  I  do  the  necessity  for  curtailing  and  econo- 
mizing in  all  our  expenditures;  but  there  is  no 
policy  that  we  can  adopt  that  will  develop  our 
resources,  increase  our  means,  and  strengthen 
our  credit  so  much  in  proportion  to  the  expendi- 
ture incurred,as  the  adoption  of  this  system  which 
this  bill  inaugurates.  I  hope  to  see  ere  long  the 
development  of  a  system  of  ocean  steam  naviga- 
tion and  foreign  mail  service  worthy  a  great  mari- 
time nation  like  our  own,  and  somewhat  commen- 
surate with  the  power  and  influence  which  this 
Government  oiight  to  possess  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  When  this  is  accomplished — and 
no  more  opportune  time  than  the  present  will 
probably  ever  be  presented  for  its  inauguration — 
what  an  evidence  of  power  and  strength  will  be 
exhibited  to  foreign  Governments!-  A  nation  en- 
gaged in  the  mightiest  struggle  the  world  has  ever 
witnessed,  with  its  flag  flying  from  the  mast-head 
of  its  steamers  upon  every  sea,  disputing  for 
maritime  supremacy  with  the  great  Powers  of 
Europe,  and  wresting  from  their  tenacious  grasp 
that  great  prize  the  carrying-trade  of  the  world. 
Then,  indeed,  may  we  stand  erect  upon  foreign 
soil  and  point  with  proud  satisfaction  to  the  fact 
that  we  are  American  citizens. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  With  the  consent  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  the  subject  of  this  bill. 

I  have  listened  with  great  interest  to  the  remarks 
of  the^entleman  from  Massachusetts,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ofiice  and  Post 
Roads,  in  reference  to  the  importance  of  the  bill, 
upon  the  importance  of  culiivating  closer  relations 
between  this  country  and  the  great  empire  of  the 
South  American  continent.  The  empire  of  Bra- 
zil is,  next  to  this  country,  the  largest  on  this  con- 
tinent. It  possesses  a  soil  which  is  very  rich,  and 
which  produces  many  articles  of  necessity  in  this 
country  which  are  largely  imported  from  Brazil. 
Our  commerce  with  that  empire  is  already  large 
and  rapidly  increasing.  They  are  very  earnest  in 
their  desire  for  closer  relations  with  the  United 
States  than  those  winch  now  subsist. 

It  is  not  necessary  here  to  go  into  detail  of  the 
facts  in  regard  to  the  relations  existing  between 
Brazil  and  Great  Britain-further  than  to  say,  if  I 
am  correctly  informed,  they  are  not  as  cordial  as 
they  have  been,  and  to  add  that  the  emperor  and 
authorities  of  Brazil  are  looking  earnestly  to  the 
cultivation  of  closer  relations  with  this  country 
than  have  heretofore  existed. 

It  is  mortifying  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  if 
any  gentleman  wants  to  go  to  Brazil  or  any 
South  American  Slate,  he  must,  in  the  first  place, 
cross  the  ocean  to  England  or  France,  and  then 
take  an  English  or  French  steamer  by  the  way  of 
the  West  Indies.  We  have  no  direct  commerce 
by  steam  with  that  part  of  the  coniinent. 

I  am  glad  to  see  a  very  liberal  bill,  as  I  under- 
stand this  to  be,  has  been  introduced  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  for  tiie 
establishment  of  postal  relations  with  Brazil,  and 
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commercial  relations,  wliich,  in  tlicir  rnsults  in  a 
few  yeais,  will  be  of  great  interest  and  import- 
ance to  the  country.  I  sincerely  trust  that  this 
bill  will  receive  the  unanimous  assent  of  the  House, 
and  that  we  will  show  to  Brazil,  which  is  so 
well  disposed  toward  us,  by  prompt  and  unani- 
mous action,  that  the  Ainerican  people  fully  ap- 
preciate their  good  feeling  toward  us  and  are  anx- 
ious for  the  closer  relations  which  we  trust  will 
eoon  grow  lip  between  the  two  countries. 

Mr.  STEVENS  rose. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  froin  Mas- 
sacliusi'it.s  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  he  does  not  propose 
to  call  the  previous  question  before  this  bill  lias 
been  considered. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Speaker,!  do  not  know 
whether  this  bill  has  been  printed,  but  I  cannot 
find  it  on  my  file.  I  do  not  know  how  much  it 
contains.  When  the  bill  was  first  reported  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  if  I  recollect 
rightly,  it  provided  for  a  subsidy  of  $150,000. 
l^ow,sir,l  thought  we  liad  concluded  to  abandon 
the  system  of  granting  these  subsidies  to  lines  of 
ocean  steamers.  We  tried  it  for  a  time  with  the 
Collins  steamers,  and  then  we  abandoned  it.  We 
left  everything  open  to  competition,  as  it  ought 
to  be. 

But  if  it  were  ever  proper  to  grant  these  sub- 
sidies to  one  line  in  preference  to  another,  it  seems 
to  me  that  now  is  not  the  time  to  inaugurate  the 
measure.  While  gold  ranges  from  seventy  to  one 
hundred  per  cent,  premium,  while  we  are  spend- 
ing $3,000,000  every  day  to  provide  for  the  armies, 
and  incurring  debts  to  the  amount  that  we  can 
realize  from  loans  and  taxation,  I  submit  is  not 
the  time  to  pass  even  a  meritorious  subsidy.  It 
is  said  that  this  is  such  a  one,  and  I  suppose  it  is. 
I  know  nothing  about  it.  1  suppose  that  this  is 
not  thfe  proper  -time,  and  I  therefore  move  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed 
for  two  weeks. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  do  not  yield  for  that  motion, 
and  1  ought  perhaps  to  make  one  remark  in  re- 
ply to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  Fie 
has  misapprehended  the  whole  matter.  The  bill 
does  not  provide  for  any  subsidy  to  any  particu- 
lar line,  but  leaves  it  open  to  competition  just 
AS  he  desires  it.  If  the  gentleman  had  listened 
to  niy  remarks  he  would  certainly  not  have  made 
Ills  speech. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  yield  to  me. 

Mr.  ALLEY.     Certainly. 

Mr.'KASSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill  was 
reported  on  the  4th  of  March,  18C4,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  and  has  been  before  the 
House  for  several  weeks.  As  it  relates  to  a  sub- 
ject in  which  I  have  taken  considerable  inter- 
est, not  merely  in  the  direction  of  Brazil  but  in 
all  other  directions  across  the  ocean,  1  desire  to 
occupy  the  attetition  of  the  House  for  a  few 
moments.  It  provides  for  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding $150,000  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  promise  that  Brazil  shall  pay  an  equal 
amount  in  aid  of  the  line. 

Let  me  say  to  gentlemen,  as  one  important  fact 
connected  with  this  matter,  that  in  my  investiga- 
tions last  summer  as  to  the  connection  between 
the  transportation  of  the  mails. and  the  transpor- 
tation of  articles  of  commerce,  I  found  that  com- 
merce had  grown,  perhaps,  1  may  say,  to  a  much 
greater  degree  than  the  increased  transportation 
of  the  mails;  that  in  proportion  as  you  develop 
mail  communication  between  any  two  countries 
engagedin  commerce,  in  thatsameproportion.or 
greater,  you  develop  commercial  transportation 
between  any  two  commercial  countries.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  English  steamship  line  down  the 
coast  of  South  America  on  the  west  side,  from 
Panama  to  Chili,  which  is  perhaps  the  richest 
company  in  the  world  as  a  transportation  com- 
pany. It  was  first  engaged  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  mails  of 
England,  which  were  transported  across  the  isth- 
mus and  thence  south,  touchin^j  at  the  various 
Corts  on  that  coast.  Commencing  with  that,  it 
as  developed  certain  commercial  relations  which 
legitimately  belong  to  the  city  of  New  York,  or 
other  financial  centers  of  this  country.  It  has  not 
only  done  that,  but  it  has  thrown  all  the  great 
commercial  transactions  of  South  America  into 


English  bottoms  and  for  the  support  of  English 
commerce;  all  of  which  belongs  to  the  United 
States  of  America  by  every  legitimate  consider- 
ation you  can  apply  to  such  a  question. 

Perhaps  with  still  greater  emphasis  may  that 
be  said  of  the  commerce  upon  the  eastern  coast 
of  South  America,  where  the  lines  from  New 
York,  Boston,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia  to  the 
Brazilian  coast  must  necessarily  furnish  an  imme- 
diate and  important  communication  for  commerce 
between  the  United  States  and  the  intermediate 
ports. 

I  find  on  looking  at  this  bill  that  it  provides 
that  this  line  may  be  required  to  touch  at  other 
intermediate  porta.  By  touching  at  St.  Thomas 
and  other  ports  it  intercepts  the  English  and 
French  lines  and  furnishes  a  very  important  com- 
munication for  our  commercial  public  with  differ- 
ent countries,  a  fact  of  very  great  importance. 

This  being  the  bill,  altliough  I  have  been,  I 
think  I  may  almost  say,  the  inflexible  opponent 
of  the  system  of  subsidies,  I  have  yielded  my 
views  in  favor  of  this  bill,  because  I  find  that 
inore  money  will  coiTie  to  the  people  and  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  my  judgment, 
by  the  adoption  of  the  bill  than  you  will  save  by 
refusing  the  subsidy.  And  on  this  ground  I  sup- 
port the  bill. 

We  have  a  margin  of  over  tv/elve  million  dollars 
of  trade  against  us  with  Brazil,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Alley]  in 
his  carefully  prepared  speech;  and  we  cannot  ex- 
pect successfully  to  reduce  that  margin  against  us, 
which  is  drawing  gold  from  this  country  and  call- 
ing for  exchange  upon  London  to  be  sent  to  Bra- 
zil, until  you  establish  some  regular  and  reliable 
coiTimunicalion  for  commerce  which  will  tend  to 
reduce  that  balance  by  furnishing  increased  fa- 
cilities for  the  exportation  of  our  products  to 
Brazil. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  In  connection  with  this 
matter  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  whether  before  the  Government  pays  this 
bounty  of  $150,000  to  establish  this  mail  com- 
munication with  Brazil,  he  does  not  think  we 
ought  to  inquire  whether  the  Government  intends 
to  cut  down  the  mail  service  upon  our  own  home 
lines. 

And  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massiichusetts  whether  the  bill  which  I  under- 
stand him  to  say  he  is  now  ready  to  report  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
in  reference  to  the  overland  mail  route  to  San  Fran- 
cisco diminishes  the  service  upon  that  route,  and 
whether  that  is  the  Senate  bill,  or  the  House  bill 
ainended  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
with  great  pleasure.  That  matter,  as  I  slated 
before,  is  before  our  committee  for  consideration, 
but  it  is  not  proper  for  me  to  say  here,  before  the 
report  is  made,  whether  the  committee  will  agree 
with  the  Senate  or  not.     It  is  a  Senate  bill. 

1  can  only  say  in  regard  to  the  intimation  wliich 
the  gentleman  made  in  reference  to  the  reduction 
of  the  appropriation,  that  so  far  as  the  service  js 
concerned  it  will  not  be  reduced,  but  the  amount 
which  will  be  paid  will  depend  upon  the  result  of 
the  investigations  now  being  made  by  the  com- 
mittee. I  say,  for  one,  that  I  have  gone  over  the 
matter  very  carefully  and  thoroughly,  and  I  in- 
tend to  investigate  it  most  fully,  and  if  the  result 
of  that  investigation  shall  show  that  it  is  not 
worth  anything  like  the  sum  of  money  which  the 
Senate  supposes,  and  which  the  Senate  bill  pro- 
vides for,  WE  shall  most  certainly  report  in  favor 
of  a  reduction  of  the  amount.  How  that  will  be, 
time  will  determine. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  If  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
will  allow  mc,  I  will  say  that  1  misunderstood  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  this  morning  when 
he  responded  to  my  first  inquiry.  I  understood 
him  then  to  say  that  he  had  authority  from  his 
committee  to  report  on  that  subject  this  morning, 
and  I  therefore  supposed  that  the  report  was  pre- 
pared, and  that  he  could  communicate  the  char- 
acter of  it  to  the  House.  I  will  now  say  that  I 
made  the  inquiry  because  the  action  of  those  of 
ua  who  are  interested, as  thegentleman  from  Iowa 
is,  in  this  overland  route,  may  depend  somewhat 
upon  the  disposition  that  the  committee  may  make 
of  that  other  matter  in  which  we  feel  so  (Jeep  an 
interest. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  can  only  say  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  that  if  he  intends  to 


govern  his  vote  by  the  action  of  the  committee 
upon  another  bill  entirely  independent  and  irre- 
spective of  this,  he  does  not  follow  that  course 
which,  in  my  opinion,  an  American  legislator 
ought  to  pursue.  I  can  only  say  that  so  far  as 
that  questioti  is  concerned,  every  member  of  the 
committee  is  favorably  inclined,  so  far  as  I  know, 
to  all  the  parties  in  interest  and  to  the  service; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  whatever  the  result'of 
their  investigations  may  be,  the  conclusion  which 
they  will  adopt  wilt  be  in  accordance  with  the 
facts,  and  I  thinkwill  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
friends  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  that  a  member  from 
Kentucky  in  this  House  shapes  hiscourse  on  pub- 
lic matters  without  caring  much  as  to  what  the 
opinion  of  thegentleman  from  Massachusetts  may 
be  as  to  what  course  a  statesman  should  or  should 
not  pursue  here.  I  happen  to  thitik  that  the  duty 
of  a  member  of  the  House,  in  acting  on  a  ques- 
tion like  this,  is  first  to  ascertain  what  is  to  be 
done  in  reference  to  other  matters  of  a  similar 
character  in  which  he  feels  a  deep  interest.  I,  for 
instance,  am  not  opposed  in  principle  to  the  meas- 
ure which  the  gentleman  has  submitted  to  the 
House.  I  am  in  favor  of  seeing  our  postal  com- 
munications extended.  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  [Mr.  Kasson]  in  regard  to  that 
matter,  and  I  wish  I  could  upon  others. 

Mr.  KASSON.  It  is  a  great  pity  you  cannot. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  wish  to  see  the  day  when 
we  shall  be  connected  by  postal  communications 
with  every  nation  with  which  we  have  commer- 
cial intercourse.  But  I  want  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  understand  that  as  an  American 
statesman,  if  I  may  call  myself  such,  as  a  Re[)re- 
sentative  of  the  American  people,  it  is  not  only 
my  right  but  my  duly  first  to  see  that  the  postal 
facilities  within  my  own  land  are  attended  to  by 
the  Government  before  we  extend  our  postal  com- 
munications to  every  other  nation  on  the  face  of 
the  earth. 

Sir,  if  he  thinks  differently,  he  does  not  under- 
stand what  are  the  duties  of  an  American  Repre- 
sentative and  statesman.  He  ought  to  take  every 
measure  into  consideration  that  has  been  intro- 
duced into  the  House  in  passing  upon  any  one, 
because  the  measures'  before  the  House  have  a 
material  influence  one  upon  the  other.  As  I  said 
before, we  do  not  want  to  expend  the  public  money 
in  bounties  to  establish  foreign  postal  lines  before 
we  learn  whether  the  Post  Office  Committee  intend 
to  pursue  a  liberal  course  toward  these  lines  of 
postal  communication  within  our  own  lines  in 
which  we  feel  more  interest  than  the  one  which 
this  bill  proposes  to  establish.  I  am  obliged  to 
the  gentleman  from  Iowa  for  yielding  to  me. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  concur  entirely  with  my  disr 
tinguished  friend  from  Kentucky  in  regard  to  his 
ideas  of  the  duties  of  American  statesman,  as  he 
has  expressed  them  in  his  last  remarks.  If  this 
bill  had  any  connection  whatever  with  the  bill 
which  the  gentleman  has  referred  to,  then  I  agree 
with  hirn  that  the  two  measures  should  be  consid- 
ered together.  But  failing  to  perceive  that  it  had 
any  connection  whatever  with  this  bill,  1  took  the 
gentleman's  remark  to  be  somewhat  in  the  nature^ 
of  a  threat,  that  if  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
country  were  protected  and  taken  care  of,  then 
the  interests  of  the  West  and  of  the  Pacificcoast 
must  be  taken  care  of  also,  and  he  wished  before 
voting  upon  this  bill  to  know  whether  the  inter- 
ests of  his  own  section  were  to  be  protected,  and 
if  not,  that  he  would  be  opposed  to  this  measure. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  1  can 
understand  the  positions  of  both  the  gentlemen 
who  have  engaged  in  this  side  debate,  aside  from 
this  Brazilian  subject.  The  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  insists  that  this  overland 
mail  shall  be  sustained  to  a  point  of  practical  and 
successful  efficiency.  I  agree  with  him.  1  shake 
hands  with  him  on  that  sul)ject,  and  shall  con- 
liniie  to  do  so.  No  measure  on  which  we  may 
vote  shall  be  iiermitted,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
to  interfere  with  the  success  of  that  great  internal 
line  which  is  becoming  more  and  more  necessary 
for  the  country  intermediate  between  the  States 
and  tie  Pacific  coast,  as  well  as  for  the  eastern 
and  western  coasts  of  the  country.  And  if  I  sup- 
posed that  this  was  in  any  way  prejudicial  to  that 
measure,  I  should  certainly  be  very  reluctant  to 
support  it.     On  the  contrary,  they  are,  as  sug- 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1657 


gested  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Alley,]  independent  measures,  each  merit- 
ing the  proper  attention  and  proper  support  of 
the  House. 

I  recur,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  to  the  point 
in  my  argument  where  I  left  off  some  time  since. 
Tliat  was,  that  as  an  economical  measure  for  the 
financial  interests  of  the  country  this  bill  is  re- 
quired, and  ought  to  be  passed  by  the  House.  I 
think  I  was  saying  I  had  been  an  opponent  of  the 
subsidy  system,  and  am  still  an  opponent  of  it 
when  it  is  urged  upon  us  to  a  large  amount. 
Take,  for  example,  the  Collins  line,  to  which  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars  were  annually  ap- 
propriated for  a  long  period  of  time  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  commerdial  and  postal  com- 
munication between  New  York  and  Liverpool; 
just  the  very  line  of  all  others  where  commerce 
Itself  should  sustain  a  line.  That  was,  to  use  the 
words  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  the 
nature  of  a  bounty  to  a  particular  line.  If  this 
were  a  proposition  of  that  sort,  to  gi«e  a  subsidy 
in  the  nature  of  a  bounty  to  a  commercial  line,  I 
should  agree  that  it  was  improper. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
will  allow  me  to  make  a  statement  in  this  connec- 
tion. 

Mr.  KASSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  While  the  amount  of  the  sub- 
sidy from  the  United  States  is  limited  to  $150,000, 
the  committee  received  such  information  as  in- 
duces it  to  believe  that  the  whole  service  can  be  per- 
formed for  jlp250,000.  If  Brazil  should  join  with 
us  ill  paying  half  the  expense,  it  will  leave  only 
$125,000  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
receipts  from  postage,  judging  from  thebestdata 
we  had,  will  amount  to  at  least^50, 000,  thereby 
reducing  the  actual  expenditure  to  a  less  sum  than 
$100,000. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Avery  important  statement, 
.  Mr.  Speaker.  At  this  time  we  give  to  any  line 
J  of  steamers,  foreign  or  domestic,  that  carries  our 
mails  to  a  foreign  country,  all  the  postages  that 
accrue  on  these  mails;  if  a  domestic  steamer, 
both  inland  and  ocean  postage,  and  if  a  foreign 
steamer,  the  ocean  postage.  This  is  no  longer 
a  bounty.  It  partakes  of  the  nature  of  an  exact 
compensation  for  services  rendered  in  carrying 
the  mails  of  the~  United  States,  with  enormous 
incidental  advantages  to  the  country  in  the  way 
of  changing  the  balance  of  trade,  or  at  least  di- 
minishing that  balance,  which  is  now  so  greatly 
against  us.     It  is  on  that  ground  I  support  it. 

In  the  case  of  the  Collins  line,  to  which  gentle- 
men are  disposed  to  refer,  we  appropriated  a 
specific  amount  to  that  line.  Here,  on  the  con- 
trary, we  fix  a  small  maximum  of  compensation, 
and  allow  the  whole  world  to  bid  for  the  service 
at  as  much  less  a  rate  as  companies  may  be  will- 
ing to  take  the  mails  for.  In  that  respect,  also, 
it  differs  in  an  important  manner  from  the  old 
system  of  subsidy  to  transatlantic  steamers.  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  is  very 
right  when  he  protests  against  our  being  left  so 
utterly  dependent  on  foreign  lines  if  we  can  get 
the  service  performed  by  our  own  steamers  for 
so  moderate  a  sum  as  is  appropriated  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  understand  my  colleague  to 
state  that  the  balance  of  trade  is  against  us,  and 
in  favor  of  Brazil,  to  the  amount  of  $12,000,000 
per  annum.  I  desire  to  know  how  a  line  of 
steamers  receiving  a  subsidy  of  $150,000  per  an- 
num is  to  be  relied  on  for  the  correction  of  this 
immense  balance  against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  KASSON.     If  my  colleague  from  Iowa 

had  examined  the  statistics  of  trade  as  developed 

by  the  establishment  of  steamship  lines  to  other 

•  countries  he  would  see  the  importance  of  this 

measure. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  asked  thatquestion  in  order 
to  draw  out  the  information  which  I  presumed 
that  my  colleague  had. 

Mr.  KASSON.  1  .should  be  very  happy  to  give 
any  information  in  mv  possession  upon  this  sub- 
ject. At  present  we  have  no  line  of  steamships 
and  no  regular  communication  with  Brazil,  but 
are  compelled  to  rely  upon  means  of  communica- 
tion irregular  in  their  character  for  all  our  com- 
merce with  that  country. 

The  products  of  Brazil  comprise  certain  staples 
which  we  must  have,  and  which  we  do  obtain  in 
large  quantities;  coffee  being  perhaps  the  largest 
among  them.  But,  sir,  wc  have  no  means  of  reg- 
tilar  communication  with  Brazil,  and  vessels  only 


go  there  irregularly  and  infrequently.  Now,  sir, 
if  by  this  small  postal  subsidy  we  can  establish 
semi-monthly  communication  that  shall  be  reli- 
able, you  will  find  that  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters will  export  largely  to  that  country,  and 
that  our  commerce  will  in  a  very  short  time  be  so 
developed  by  such  a  line  of  communication  that 
this  large  balance  of  trade  against  us  will  be  greatly 
diminisiied  or  overcome. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa,  how  it  happens,  if  these  advantages 
are  so  certain,  that  they  have  not  been  seized  on 
by  private  enterprise, 

Mr.  WILSON.  That  is  precisely  the  question 
1  had  risen  to  ask. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  am  happy  to  answer  both 
gentlemen  with  one  response.  It  is,  that  private 
enterprise  has  not  ventured  any  more  here  than 
it  has  done  in  foreign  countries,  where  scarcely 
a  line  of  steamships  has  ever  been  originally 
established  without  aid  from  Government.  I 
will  mention  also,  as  an  illustration  of  the  advant- 
ages to  be  derived,  that  several  foreign  steamship 
companies  have  made  most  earnest  requests  of 
the  Postmaster  General  to  use  the  name  of  United 
States  mail  steamships  on  condition  of  carrying 
our  mails,  in  order  to  insure  commercial  confi- 
dence as  to  the  regularity  of  their  lines. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Was  that  since  the  Alabama 
has  been  abroad  ? 

Mr.  KASSON.  Yes,  sir,  there  are  two  lines 
now  begging  for  this  advantage,  in  order  to  give 
commercial  confidence  in  their  regularity. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  would  like  to  say  a  word,  if 
the  gentleman  will  permit  me,  in  reference  to  the 
question  propounded  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
furthest  from  me,  [Mr.  Wilson.]  I  have  before 
me  a  letter  from  tiie  American  consul  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  dated  in  July,  1862,  inclosing  to  this 
Government  a  report  of  the  commercial  condition 
of  Brazil,  in  which  he  alludes  to  the  material  in- 
jury the  trade  of  the  United  States  has  sustained 
with  that  country  owing  to  the  rebel  privateers 
which  have  been  in  their  waters,  and  urging  the 
importance  of  a  regular  line  of  steam  communi- 
cation betv/een  Brazil  and  the  United  States.  In 
this  letter  occurs  this  passage: 

"  So  long  asthere  is  no  direct  steam  commnnication  be- 
tween Brazil  and  the  United  Slates,  just  so  long  will  our 
nation  occupy  tlie  present  humiliating  position  in  regard  to 
the  control  of  its  commerce."  "The  trade  with  England 
and  France  has  grown  enormously,  and  almost  beyond  be- 
lief, since  the  Governments  of  those  countries  established 
regular  nwuthly  steam  communication  witli  Brazil." 

Now,  1  will  say  in  this  connection,  our  com- 
merce with  Mexico  in  1835  was  $20,000,000  an- 
nually. The  commerce  of  Great  Britain  with 
Mexico  at  that  time  was  less  than  ours.  But  by 
the  establishment  of  a  steam  communication  di- 
rectly to  Mexico,  her  commerce  has  gone  up  to 
$28,000,000  per  annum,  while  ours  is  reduced  to 
$8,000,000.  The  wholeannual  commereeof  Mex- 
ico is  but  about  fifty-four  million  dollars  of  com- 
mercial exchanges.  Of  this,  $28,000,000  goes 
to  England,  $8,000,000  to  the  United  States, 
$5,000,000  to  France,  and  the  balance  to  the  rest 
of  the  world.  Just  so  in  degree  has  it  been  with 
Brazil.  Our  commercial  intercourse  with  Brazil, 
so  far  as  commercial  exchanges  are  concerned, 
has  decreased,  while  that  of  Great  Britain  has 
continually  increased  ever  since  the  establishment 
of  this  line  of  steam  communication,  doubling 
the  very  first  year  of  steam  communication  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Brazil,  until  at  this  lime 
it  amounts  in  exports  of  Biitish  products  I  be- 
lieve to  $22,000,000,  while  ours  is  only  about 
six  million  dollars  of  exports,  while  we  receive 
$21, 000, OOOof  imported  goods,  making  more  than 
thirteen  million  dollars  balance  of  trade  against  us. 

Mr.  KASSON.  These  facts,  Mr.  Speaker,  fur- 
nish an  unanswerable  argument  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  establishment  of  asteamship  line.  Any  per- 
son may  doubt  as  to  whether  we  pay  too  much 
for  the  service  or  not.  That  point  is  open  to 
argument.  In  developing  the  vast  interests  of  the 
country  I  do  not  think  any  gentleman  who  has 
given  this  subject  examination  can  entertain  a 
doubt  as  to  the  great  advantage  to  a.  commercial 
country  of  a  steamship  line. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Let  me  make  a  suggestion,  if 
my  friend  will  yield  a  moment,  in  reply  to  the 
question  propounded  by  thcgcnileman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Stevens.]  He  nsked  why  private 
enterprise  could  not  do  this.  That  is  impossible. 
England  has  too  great  a  start  of  us.     England 


grants  subsidies  to  the  extent  of  over  four  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  no  nation  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe,  as  we  all  know,  understands  its  pecuniary 
interest  better  than  England.  Yet,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  subsidy  system  in  1840  down 
to  the  present  time,  she  has  greatly  increased  it 
until  it  amounts  to  four  million  dollars  and  up- 
ward. Under  these  circumstances,  our  capital- 
ists and  commercial  men  find  it  impossible  to 
compete  with  British  merchants  supported  by 
their  Government  by  such  large  sulisidies. 

Mr.  WILSON.  How  mu«h  does  England 
pay  as  a  subsidy  to  this  Brazilian  linet.' 

Mr.  KASSON.     My  recollection  is  that  it  is 
about  seventy-five  thousand  pounds  sterling. 
ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
truly  enrolled  bills  and  resolutions  of  the  follow- 
ing titles: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  14i)  to  enable  the  people 
of  Nebraska  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States; 

Joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  21)  relative  to  the 
accounts  of  the  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  others 
of  the  United  States  gunboat  Cincinnati; 

Joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No  13)  tendering  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Adtniral  Porter; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  297)  fixing:  the  date  of  the 
loss  of  the  United  States  brig  Buinbridge,  and  for 
the  relief  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the 
same,  and  for  other  purposes;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  54)  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  sell  at  f)ublic  auc- 
tion lot  No.  13  in  the  village  of  Sacketl's  Harbor, 
New  York. 

STEAMSniP  LINE  TO  BRAZIL AGAIN. 

Mr.  KASSON  resumed  the  floor. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  understand  the 
gentleman  to  state  that  he  intended  to  demand  the 
previous  question  at  the  conclusion  of  his  speech. 
If  that  be  so,  I  should  like  to  put  an  inquiry  either 
to  him  or  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  before  that  is  done. 

Mr.  KASSON.  1  agreed  with  the  genileman 
from  Massaciiusetts  to  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman  to  make 
his  inquiry. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  ask  whether  it 
is  fntended  to  confine  this  service  to  American 


Mr.  ALLEY.     That  is  the  understanding. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Why,  then,  has 
the  provision  which  is  contained  in  bills  of  this 
character  been  omitted  ? 

Mr.  ALLEY.  It  was  thought  best  to  leave  the 
details  of  the  bill  to  the  Postmaster  General.  Ho 
is  authorized  to  make  such  regulations  as  he  may 
deem  expedient. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  hope  that  1  will 
be  allowed  to  move  an  amendment  on  that  point. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  yield  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  call  for  the 
previous  question.  I  am  in  favor  of  making  it  an 
American  line. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  While  I  deem  it  entirely  unne- 
cessary, I  shall  not  object  to  the  amendment;  and 
if  there  is  any  doubt  on  the  subject,  of  couise  it 
is  proper. 

Mr.  KASSON.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  and  the  chairman  can  fix  on  the  proper 
form  of  the  amendment  while  I  continue  my  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  line  is  proposed  to  be  estab- 
lished from  one  of  our  ports  north  of  the  Poto- 
mac to  Rio  Janeiro,  and  in  any  event  it  will  un- 
doubtedly be  an  American  line.  In  reference  to 
the  subject  of  subsidies,  let  me  say  that  the  French 
Government  has  within  the  two  or  three  past 
years  followed  the  precedent  of  the  English  Gov- 
ernment, and  have  granted  very  large  subsidies  to 
lines  running  not  only  to  Brazil  and  to  Me.xico, 
but  one  to  New  Orleans.  And  if  that  course  is 
pursued  by  foreign  Governments  in  the  future, 
and  the  course  of  the  A  rnerican  Govirnment  is  to 
be  characterized  by  a  neglect  of  all  the  statistics 
involved  in  this  question  and  of  the  important  in- 
terests inevitably  involved  in  it,  wc  shall  find  our 
steam  commercial  marine  driven  from  the  sea. 

The  English  Government  has  paid  enormous 
subsidies  to  the  Cunard  line-;  and  the  objection 
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made  by  the  English  people  to  it  is  based  upon 
the  fact  thtit  commerce  alone  Ruppoits  the  steam- 
ship lines  between  Liverpool  and  Now  York,  and 
on  lliataccountthc  Cunard  subsidies  will  he  term- 
inated. But  there  is  no  demand'  by  the  English 
people  upon  the  Briiish  Government  that  they 
shall  withdraw  the  subsidies  to  foreign  lines  gen- 
erally. 

Now,  I  speak  of  this  matter  as  a  measure  by 
itself;  and  if  any  other  proposition  comes  up  for 
other  lines  from  an  American  port  to  any  foreign 
port,  I  ask  that  that  also  maybe  considered  upon 
Its  own  merits.  As  it  is  possible  that  commer- 
cial gentlemen  in  different  States  may  endeavor 
to  learn  the  disposition  of  Congress  from  this  de- 
bate, I  will  remark  that  another  foreign  Govern- 
ment has  been  exceedingly  anxious  to  establish 
a  line  of  steamships  between  them  and  this  coun- 
try. I  refer  to  the  Belgian  Government,  which 
officially  stated  during  the  last  summer  that  ihey 
would  give  liberal  subsidies  to  any  American 
company  which  would  establish  a  line  between 
Antwerp  and  New  York.  They  did  not  then 
eren  demand  a  subsidy  from  the  United  States, 
and  I  doubt  whether  a  subsidy  from  this  Gov- 
ernment would  be  necessary.  But  I  deem  it  of 
great  importance  to  the  commercial  interests  of 
this  country  that  this  Congress  should  show  a 
disposition,  not  to  be  extravagant  at  all,  but  to 
develop  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country  in 
connection  with  the  postal  services  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  countries.  And,  as 
I  said  before,  let  our  debate  rather  be  upon  the 
amount  we  may  feel  justified  in  giving,  more  or 
less,  but  let  it  not  show  that  the  opinion  of  this 
Congress  is  lliat  the  commercial  interests  of  this 
country  are  entirely  independent  of  the  develop- 
ment of  ocean  steam  navigation. 

One  word  more,  and  1  will  leave  the  subject. 
It  is  that  this  line  now  proposed  to  be  established 
is  one  which  is  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  reclaim,  in  part,  its  share  of  the  great 
commerce  of  the  ocean;  to  reclaim  its  position 
and  its  flag  upon  the  seas,  which  have  been  par- 
tially driven  off  by  efforts  in  foreign  countries  to 
drive  us  from  the  ocean.  I  recollect  that  one  of 
the  great  Prussian  monarchs,  immediately  after 
the  close  of  a  seven  years'  war,  built  a  magnifi- 
cent palace  for  his  own  habitation  and  that  of  his 
successors.  And  when  asked  how  he  could  do 
it  after  his  country  had  been  drained  of  its  finan- 
cial resources  by  a  war  with  Austria,  replied  he 
did  it  to  signify  to  that  enemy  that  the  resources 
of  his  country  were  not  exhausted. 

Somewhat  in  that  spirit  would  I  say  now  to  the 
other  commercial  nations  of  the  world,  that  al- 
though they  have  indirectly  contributed  largely, 
and  allowed  their  citizens  to  contribute  to  enter- 
prises intended  to  drive  our  commerce  from  the 
seas,  yet  the  United  States  is  not  intending  to 
yield,  in  the  face  even  of  this  war,  to  any  such 
enterprises  upon  the  part  of  foreign  Governments, 
but  stand  ready  to  inaugurate  tiieir  commercial 
equality  in  the  face  of  all  obstacles  which  have 
been  interposed  against  us. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  we  should  not  promote  American  com- 
merce a  great  deal  more  by  offering  premiums  for 
the  destruction  of  the  Alabama  and  other  pirates, 
so  that  our  ships  can  venture  out  to  sea? 

Mr.  KASSON.  When  the  distinguished  chair- 
man of  my  committee  shall  introduce  a  bill  to  that 
effect  I  think  1  can  say  I  will  support  it.  Tlie 
absence  of  one  good  measure  does  not  justify  us 
in  defeating  another  good  measure.  My  great 
object  is  to  develop  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of 
this  country  by  an  enterprise  of  this  kind.  If  I 
thought  myself  wrong  in  my  reasoning  upon  the 
effect  of  this  bill  1  certainly  should  not  support 
it.  You  will  increase  the  commercial  power  of 
the  country  by  doing  it.  You  will  increase  the 
ad  vantages  of  our  connection  with  u  great  and  [)ros- 
perouK  foreign  country;  and  I  ask  wlial  gentleman 
upon  ihisfloor  will  admit  my  premises  and  will  not 
at  the  same  time  admit  my  conclusions,  tliiit  it 
would  be  better  for  us  to  give  some  small  aid  in 
order  to  restore  in  favor  of  American  commerce 
the  balance  of  trude  wliich  husso  largely  increased 
against  us  in  the  absence  of  a  direct  communica- 
tion. 

1  intended,  sir,  to  speak  for  only  ten  minutes, 
but  these  interlocutory  renuuicH  have  carried  me 
beyond  my  original  inli;nlion.  1  beg  [)ardon  of 
th«  fiouue  for  the  time  i  have  occiipieii,  and  now, 


in  accordance  with  my  agreement,  I  renew  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table,  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  30,  nays  87;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Ainhrose  W.  Clark,  Clay, 
Cnffrotli,  Dawfori,  Denisoii,  Diitnoiit,  Eoklcy,  Eden, 
Farnsworili,  Grider,  Julian,  ICelley,  King,  Lazear,  Loan, 
Long,  Mciyowell,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris, 
Noble,  Ortli,  I'rice,  William  H.  Randall,  Robinson,  Sloan, 
Stevens,  Tliayer,  'J'racy,  and  Wilson — 30. 

NAYS — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Alley,  Allison,  Ame.«, 
Ashley,  Baily,  Angustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Brooks,  Chanler,  Cole, 
Cox,  Creswell,  Dawes,  Eldridge,  Finek,  i'"rank,  Ganson, 
Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinncll,  Hall,  Flarding,  Benjamin  G. 
Harris,  Herrick,  Hisby,  Hooper,  Hotclikiss,  Asaliel  W. 
Hubbard,  Jenckes,  William  Johnson,  Kalbfieiscli,  ICasson, 
Francis  W.  Kelloiig,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kernan,  Law,  Mal- 
lory,  IMarcy,  Marvin,  McAllister,  MetJride,  McClurg,  Mc- 
Kinney,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Daniel  Morris, Morrison,  Leon- 
ard Myers,  Norton,  Odoll,  Charles  O'Neill,  Porhani,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  RaHdall;  Alexander 
H.  Uice,  John  H.  Rice,  Rogers,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  James 
S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Schcnek,  Scott,  Shannon,  Smith,  Smith- 
erSjStebhins,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Strouse, 
Sluart,  V^>orhees,  William  B.  Washburn,  Weljstcr,  Wlia- 
ley,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Williams,  Wilder,  Win- 
field,  Fernando  Wood,  and  Yeanian — 87. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  (during  the 
roll-call,)  stated  that  he  had  paired  off  upon  this 
question  with  Mr.  Blaine,  and  that  if  at  liberty 
to  vote  he  [Mr.  Wasiiburne]  would  have  voted 
in  the  affirmative,  while  Mr.  Blaine  would  have 
voted  in  the  negative. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  understood  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  to  agree  that  I  should  offer  my  amend- 
ment. I  suppose,  however,  that  1  cannot  offerit 
during  the  pendency  of  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
withdraws  the  demand  for  the  previous  question 
the  amendment  can  be  offered,  butnot  otlierwise. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Will  the  gentleman  read  his 
amendment  for  information.' 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  The  amendment 
I  propose  is  to  confine  this  service  to  American 
vessels,  by  inserting  the  word  "American "after 
the  words  "  first  class,"  in  the  eighth  line  of  the 
first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  to 
offer  that  amendment. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  offer  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  insist  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Tlie  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  27,  noes  88. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  ALLEY  demanded  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  and  called  for  tellers 
on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Holman  and 
Alley  were  appointed. 

Tlie  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  20,  noes  88. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  ALLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
whicii  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  u|)on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SALES  OF  GOLD. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which, 
if  it  be  passed  at  all,  oii^;ht  to  be  passed  at  once. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  1  yield  with  great  pleasure  to 
the  gentltiniui  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  BROOKS.     I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 


This  day  was  set  apart  for  Post  Office  business, 
which  is  a  special  order  in  the  House.  My  ques- 
tion is,  whether  by  the  consent  of  the  chairman 
of  that  committee  the  day  can  be  devoted  to  any 
other  purpose. 

The  SPEAKER.  Except  in  the  morning  hour 
on  Monday  unanimous  consent  can  be  given  to 
almost  anything. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Then  this  bill  can  only  come 
in  by  unaninious  consent? 

The  SPEAKER.  Only  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  ask  leave  to  report  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit certain  sales  of  gold  and  foreign  'exchange. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  object. 

INTERNAL  REVENUE. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
have  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House  double  the 
usual  number  of  copies  of  the  tax  bill. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  to  increase  that 
number. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  must  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  If  it  is  to  be  done  at  all,  it 
should  be  done  at  once  while  the  type  is  still  stand- 
ing. I  therefore  move  that  double  the  usual  num- 
ber be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  referred,  under  the  rules,  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  THE  MAILS. 

Mr.  ALLEY,  fiom  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
183)  to  secure  the  speedy  transportation  of  the 
mails. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  requires  all  companies, 
corporations,  or  persons,  having  and  em[iloy- 
ing  locomotives  or  cars  for  the  transportation 
of  merchandise  or  passengers  for  hire,  upon  or 
along  any  post  road  or  postal  route  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  upon  demand  by  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, to  receive  and  transport  the  mails  of 
the  United  States,  and  postal  agents  in  charge 
thereof,  upon  such  car  or  carriage,  and  to  deliver 
such  mails,  according  to  their  destination,  along 
the  line  of  such  road  or  route,  foracompensation 
and  upon  contract  terms  to  be  agreed  upon  in  writ- 
ing by  the  Postmaster  General  and  such  carrier; 
and  in  caseof  their  failure  to  agree  thereupon,  the 
same  shall  be  fixed  and  determined  at  an  early 
day,  as  a  preferred  case,  by  the  Court  of  Claims 
at  Washington,  whose  certificate  shall  bind  both 
parties  as  a  contract;  provided,  such  failure  to 
agree,  or  delay  in  final  determination,  shall  not 
prevent  the  use  thereof  for  such  transportation  of 
the  mails;  but  the  same  may  be  taken  and  used 
therefor,  under  direction  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, for  which  compensation  shall  be  made  as 
thereinbefore  provided;  and  any  person  or  cor- 
poration, by  agent  or  otherwise,  in  any  manner 
obstructing  such  use  shall,  if  a  person,  be  held 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction 
thereof  shall,  for  each  offense,  be  punished  by 
a  fine  not  excecdii.g  jJ500,  or  by  imprisonnicnt 
not  exceeding  six  months,  or  by  both  such  fine 
and  imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of  the  court; 
and  if  a  corporation,  it  shall  be  fined  for  each  of- 
fense in  a  sum  not  exceeding  ^5,000;  provided 
further,  that  no  railroad  company  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  carry  the  mails  over  its  road  for  any 
less  rate  of  compensation  than  is  now  established 
by  law  for  the  class  to  which  it  belongs;  and  in 
case  of  disagreement  between  the  jiarties  as  to  its 
proper  classification,  the  same  shall  be  determined 
by  the  court. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  This  bill  provides  that  all  rail- 
roads shall  be  compelled  to  carry  the  mails  over 
their  roads  for  such  reasonable  compensation  as 
is  allowed  by  law.  Most  of  the  railroads  of  the 
country  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  demands  of 
the  Department;  but  tliere  are  some  small  roads 
that  have  given  some  trouble.  The  bill  is  recom- 
mended by  the  Dej)artment,  and  ie  regarded  asof 
some  importance.  I  move  the  previous  question 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  MaJ- 
sachusetts  to  withdraw  llu;  previous  question. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  will,  if  the  gentleman  will 
promise  to  renew  it. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    If  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
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sachusetts  yields  the  floor,  he  must  yield  it  un- 
conditionally. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  cannot  yield  it  uncondition- 
ally. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  will  renew  the  previous  ques- 
tion if  the  gentlematyfrom  Massachusetts  insists 
upon  it. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  withdraw  the  previous  ques- 
tion for  tlie  purpose  of  hearing  what  the  gentle- 
man has  to  say. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  the  first 
occasion  that  I  liave  heard  this  bill  read,  and  it 
seems  to  me  one  of  very  great  importance.  It 
contains  some  very  .sweeping  and  broad  provis- 
ions. I  think  that  members  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  examining  it  to  see  whether  it  does 
not  need  amendment.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  let  it  lie  over  for  a  week. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  The  bill  was  reported  and 
printed  some  time  since  and  recommitted 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  object  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  yielding  the  floor  unless  he  yields 
it  unconditionally. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  on  the  same  terms  that  he  yielded 
to  me. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     That  was  unconditionally. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  did  not  yield  unconditionally. 
I  staled  that  I  yielded  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  hear  what  he  had  to  say  on  the  subject. 
I  understood  him  to  wish  to  make  an  inquiry, 
and  I  yielded  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  inquire  whether 
it  is  in  order  at  this  time  to  move  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  this  bill  to  a  future  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  in  doubt 
whether  it  is,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts yielded  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  on 
the  understanding  that  he  would  renew  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me 
I  will  say 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  object,  unless  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  yields  unconditionally. 

Mr.  ALLEY.     I  believe  I  have  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  not.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  has  the  floor  with 
the  promise  on  his  part  to  demand  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  did  not  understand  those  were 
the  terms  on  which  I  yielded  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understood  so, 
and  now  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  objects  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  yielding  the  floor 
'unless  he  yields  unconditionally. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  have  no  doubt  the  statement 
made  by  the  Chair  is  correct;  but  in  the  confu- 
sion prevailiiig  I  did  not  understand  the  point 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  I  under- 
stood that  I  was  only  yielding  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  inquiry  in  reference  to  this  bill,  as  it 
is  a  matter  in  which  he  takes  much  interest,  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  surrendering  the  floor  alto- 
gether, which  1  should  not  have  done. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  is  upon  the  floor. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Speaker 
now  whether  it  is  in  order  to  move  to  postpone 
this  bill. 

Thc^HEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York^lBl  decide  that  for  himself.  The  gentle- 
man from  Musr,acliuKetts  yielded  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  upon  condition  that 
after  making  remarks  ho  should  renew  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  and  the  gentleman  must 
decide  for  himself  whether  under  the  circum- 
stances he  will  move  to  postpone. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  After  the  statement  of  the 
Chair,  I  shall  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  if  he  will  not  himself  make 
the  motion,  or  permit  me  to  make  the  motion  to 
postpone-,  I  will  yield  unconditionally.  In  fulfill- 
ment of  my  promise,  I  now  move  the  previous 
question,  unless  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts desires  the  floor. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Does  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me  uncondiiionally .' 

Mr.  PRUYN.     I  do. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Then  I  am  now  entitled  to  the 
floor.  I  wish  to  state,  in  the  first  plncc,  that  the 
Chaircerliiinly  misunderstood  me  in  assignino- the 
floor  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  upon  the 
ground  tliat  I  had  yielded  it  uncundilionally.     I 


certainly  did  not  intend  so  to  do,  and  gentlemen 
around  me  state  that  they  understood  me  to  yield 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  him  to  ask  a 
question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  again  state 
the  case.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  sought 
the  floor.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  raised 
the  question  of  order  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  could  not  yield  the  floor  to  him. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  stated  that  he 
would  yield  the  floor  unconditionally  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  would  renew  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  accepted  the  floor  upon  those  terms. 
Aftera  little  while  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts stated  that  he  understood  that  he  had  only 
yielded  the  floor  to  allow  the  gentlernan  from 
New  York  to  makeastatement  or  ask  a  question. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  The  point  in  the  case  is,  that  I 
desire  to  be  entirely  fair  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  but  he  has  now  yielded  uncondition- 
ally, and  so  now  it  is  of  no  consequence. 

1  will  say  in  regard  to  this  bill  that  I  am  sure 
it  provides  that  the  mails  shall  be  carried  on  the 
railroads  upon  such  terms  as  are  now  required  by 
law.  I  have  found  no  gentleman  connected  with 
railroads,  with  whom  I  have  conversed  in  refer- 
ence to  this  bill,  who  has  made  any  opposition  to 
it,  and  I  think  there  can  be  no  reasonable  oppo- 
sition made.  We  require  now  all  vessels  for  for- 
eign ports  to  carry  the  mails  upon  such  terms  as 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  prescribe.  They 
are  to  receive  the  protection  of  the  Government. 
They  sail  under  its  flag,  and  this  House,  by  an 
ahnost  unanimous  vole, declared  that  such  a  pro- 
vision was  wise  and  just.  That  being  the  case, 
they  cannot  certainly  now  object  to  placing  the 
railroads  under  the  same  rule. 

As  a  question  of  practical  importance  it  will 
have  but  little  eflTect.  There  are  very  few  rail- 
roads in  the  country  which  make  the  slightest  ob- 
jection to  it.  There  are  some,  however,  where 
there  is  no  competition,  that  have  given  the  Gov- 
ernment some  considerable  trouble,  and  it  is  to 
reach  these  roads,  which  the  Department  has  not 
been  able  to  reach  in  any  other  way,  that  this  bill 
is  reported. 

The  Department  desire  the  bill.  The  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Ofiice  and  Post  Roads  are  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  it  with  perhaps  a  single  ex- 
ception, and  I  think  there  can  be  no  reasonable 
opposition  made  to  It.  In  regard  to  its  postpone- 
ment for  future  consideration  I  will  remark  that 
it  has  already  been  printed  and  before  the  House 
for  several  weeks.  It  was  known  some  ten  days 
ago  that  action  would  be  had  upon  it  to-day,  and 
I  cannot  feel  that  further  delay  can  properly  be 
granted.  I  therefore  adhere  to  my  original  pur- 
pose, and  demand  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
PRINTING  Oh'  TAX  BILL. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  two  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  internal 
revenue  bill  be  primed  for  the  u^e  of  the  House. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

POSTAL  MONBY-ORDER  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  am  next  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads  to  report 
a  bill  to  which  I  think  there  will  be  no  objection. 
It  has  been  passed  by  the  House  once  already,  and 
defeated  in  the  Senate  for  want  of  time.  I  report 
back  House  bill  No.  185,  to  establish  a  postal 
money-order  system,  and  ask  that  it  be  now  put 
on  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  The  bill  explains  itself,  and  I 
do  not  propose  to  discuss  it  at  this  lime.  I  will 
only  state  tiiat  it  has  been  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  recommiMulation  of  the  Post- 
master General  in  his  annual  report,  and  ih.at  it 
has  received  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  com- 
mittee.    The  system  has  been  adopted  in  other 


countries,  where  it  has  proved  eminently  success- 
ful. It  will  not  only  be  a  great  accommodation 
to  the  people  but  be  the  source  of  considerable 
revenue.  This  money-order  system  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  such  results  wherever  it  has  been  tried 
in  England  and  other  countries,  that  it  furnishes 
the  strongest  inducement  forusat  least  to  try  the 
experiment.  It  furnishes  a  safe  means  of  con- 
veying to  every  section  of  the  country  remittances 
of  small  amount  for  a  trifling  consideration,  which 
every  person  must  admit  is  a  great  desideratum. 
A  large  amount  is  lost  annually  in  small  sums 
by  sending  money  through  the  mails.  In  most 
instances  these  losses  fall  upon  people  of  moder- 
ate means,  and  this  bill  provides  a  complete  rem- 
edy for  this  growing  evil. 

I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
yield  to  me  so  that  1  may  move  an  amendment 
to  the  bill  in  the  third  section  by  which  the  maJc- 
imuni  amount  of  a  postal  money  order  shall  be 
increased  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  cannot  yield  for  that  purpose. 
I  will  state  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia that  the  whole  matter  was  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  and  they  were  unanimous  that  the 
provision  should  stand  us  it  is  reported.  I  there- 
fore must  decline  to  yield  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  Let  the  charge  be  propor- 
tionate to  the  sum,  so  that  it  will  yield  more  rev- 
enue. It  would  be  a  great  accommodation  to  the 
people  of  the  Pacific  coast. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  can  well  understand  why 
California  should  ask  for  such  an  amendment. 

Mr.  STROUSE.  I  am  entirely  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  and  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  in  re- 
gard to  it. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman 
for  five  minutes. 

Mr.  STROUSE.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  amendment 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  California  was 
the  one  which  1  would  agree  to.  I  think  that  the 
bill  ought  to  be  amended  in  that  regard.  The 
maximum  sum  permitted  by  the  bill  to  be  sent 
through  the  mails  is  thirty  dollars.  If  the  bill  is 
to  pass  in  its  present  shape,  therefore,  I  regard  it 
of  no  value  practically  whatever. 

1  admire,  sir,  the  guarded  manner  in  which  the 
measure  is  drawn.  1  do  not  know  who  the  author 
is;  but,  whoever  he  is,  he  has  embodied  all  the 
good  provisions  in  the  system  as  carried  on  in 
continental  Europe.  I  remember  that  some  fif- 
teen years  ago  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  deputed  the  late  Selah  R.  Hobbie,  then  con- 
nected with  the  Post-Ofiice  Department,  as  a  com- 
missioner for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  the 
superintendent  of  mails  of  the  German  confed- 
eration. The  "postal  money-order  system  has 
been  established  inall  these  countries.  Notonly 
in  Prussia,  Bavaria,  the  free  Hanseatic  towns,  but 
in  every  principality  of  the  confederation,  as  well 
as  in  Austria.  It  has  been  so  established  for 
many  years.    It  has  worked  well  and  beneficially. 

I  have  no  objection  to  the  minimum  amount 
being  fixed  at  one  dollar,  but  I  do  think  that  the 
maximum  ought  to  be  increased  beyond  thirty 
dollars.  If  the  measure  is  not  intended  alone  for 
those  who  make  small  remittances,  but  for  the 
commercial  community  as  well,  I  ask  why  the 
maximum  should  not  be  made  $100  at  least?  I 
think  it  should  be  $500.  Take  the  instance  of  sol- 
diers at  a  post  near  a  post  oflice  who  have  been 
paid  off.  If  they  want  to  send  fifty  dollars  under 
the  protection  of  the  mails,  they  cannot  do  it  un- 
der this  bill  without  making  two  remittances.  If 
the  gentleman  will  turn  his  attention  to  the  books 
in  the  congressional  library  he  will  find  that  in 
Europe,  where  $50,000  may  be  sent,  the  system 
has  worked  well.  There  is  no  reason  why  this 
sum  should  be  so  small  here.  It  will  not  be  an 
accommodation  to  the  people  of  the  Pacific  coast 
unless  it  be  increased.  Why  not  impose  a  rea- 
sonable fee  or  tax  or  whatever  may  be  necessary 
upon  a  reasonable  amount.-'  If  it  is  a  good  bill  as 
it  stands,  wliatobjection  is  there  to  increasing  the 
amount.'  It  is  a  good  bill  in  its  scope  and  object, 
and  we  ought  to  have  had  such  a  one  long  ago. 
Money  letters  which  arc  now  sent  are  uncertain 
of  reaching  their  |)lace  of  destination;  and  when 
lost  or  mislaid  or  stolen — it  makes  no  dilTerence 
wliii'h — there  is  no  redness,  no  reclamation,  no 
reliif  to  the  party  who  loses  the  money. 

'I'hiiiis  a  good  bill  generally,  and  there  ought  to 
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be  no  objection  upon  the  part  of  tlic  Post  Office 
Committee  or  of  members  here  to  making  this 
bill  more  extensive  in  its  character.  I  liopo  the 
House  may  take  the  same  view  of  it  that  I  do, 
and  malce  the  amount  respectable,  such  as  will 
command  the  respect  of  the  country  and  attract 
the  attention  of  Governments  abroad  which  we 
are  now  iinitaiing. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  renew  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  tlie 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put;  and  under  the 
operation  thereof  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed, 
it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ALLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to  state 
that  the  bank  bill  was  postponed  until  after  the 
morning  hour  to-morrow.  Aa  the  Chair  has 
previously  stated  that  it  would  probably  not  be 
reached  for  some  time,  there  being  two  or  three 
Bpecial  orders  in  advance  of  it,  he  desires  now  to 
eay  that  he  has  been  informed  that  these  special 
orders  will  be  jiostponed.  One  of  them  is  the 
matter  of  the  rebellious  States;  another,  the  joint 
resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution,  which  is  a 
postponement;  and  the  other,  a  bill  in  regard  to 
public  buildings  in  the  Territories. 

Mr.  DAWES.  As  the  Speaker  has  made  a 
statement  in  reference  to  the  bank  bill,  I  wish  to 
state  that  to-morrow  the  Committee  of  Elections 
are  inclined  to  call  up  the  two  contested-election 
cases  from  Virginia. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  a  privileged  matter 
wliich  will  override  all  others. 

ARREST  OF  A  WITNESS. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  New  Hampshire.  I  desire 
to  offer  a  resolution  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
He  Expenditures. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
understood  that  to-day,  after  the  morning  hour, 
was  assigned  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  to  make  reports. 

The  SPEAKER.     That  is  so. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  1  would  then  ask  how  other 
business  comes  in.' 

The  SPEAKER.  Because  the  gentleman  from 
Massacliusetis  did  not  rise  and  claim  the  floor. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  My  colleague  on  the  commit- 
tee [Mr.  Harding]  rose  instantly. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  gentleman  from 
KcriLucky  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  New  Hampshire.  Will 
the  gcntlcm.in  yield  to  me  a  moitient? 

Mr.  HARDING.     1  will. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Commiilee  on  Public  Expenditures,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  road,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Whereas  John  11.  Doii;ihue,of  New  York  city,  has  been 
duly  MiniiiiiiiH.'cl  Ijy  leaving  a  certified  copy  of  the  original 
f  iibpf.'na  at  his  last  and  Usual  place  of  abode,  in  the  city  ol" 
New  Yoric,  to  appear  and  testily  before  the  Committee  on 
Public  Expenditures  at  their  room,  No.  74  Wall  street,  New 
Yorii  cily,  relative  to  certain  charges  relating  to  the  New 
York  cusionr  house  ;  and  whereas  the  said  John  II.  Dona- 
hue had  ne;li.'cli;d  to  appear  before  the  said  connnittce  pur- 
fuanttosaid  summons:  'riierefore, 

Rcsolncd,  That  the  f^peakcr  Issue  his  warrant,  directed 
to  the  'Scjgi.aiil  at-Arms  of  this  House,  commanding  him, 
the  said  Srrceant-at-Arms,  to  take  into  custody  the  body 
of  the  said  John  II-  Donahue  wherever  to  be  found,  and  the 
Kfune  forthwith  to  have  b(!fore  the  .said  House  at  the  bar 
lliiTcof  to  answer  tm  for  ucoutcmpl  of  the  authority  of  tliis 
House, 

llELIEF   FOR  POSTMASTERS. 

Mr.  HARDING,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Oflii'.eand  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  postmasiers  who  have  been  robbed  by 
confcdeiaie  forces  or  rebel  guerrillas. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  ask  for  the  first  leading  of 
tilt;  bill  in  exicnso. 

'I'hi:  bill  was  accordingly  rend. 

Tiie  bill  received  its  seconil  reading,  and  was 
then  ordered  to  be  engroRScd  and  rend  a.  third 
Unie;  and  beiugt-ngrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  llARl.>liNG  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  wliicli  the  i)ill  wua  puMsed;niid  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 


LAND  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  The  House,  a  short  time  since, 
agreed  unanimously,  with  the  exception  of  one 
member  only,  to  appropriate  to-morrow  to  the 
business  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  That 
gentleman  has  since  withdrawn  his  objection,  and 
I  hope  unanintous  consent  will  now  be  given. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  probability  is  that  to- 
morrow will  be  used  up  by  other  business. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  have  no  objection  to  the 
business  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  com- 
ing up  after  all  other  business  is  disposed  of. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Dawes]  has  given  notice  that  he 
will  call  up  two  questions  of  privilege  to-morrow, 
and  there  is  other  business  pending  for  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  Well,  if  I  can  do  no  better  I 
will  accept  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,]  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  shall  have  to-morrow  after 
other  business  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  believe  I  cannot  agree  to 
the  making  of  any  such  special  order. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  The  gentleman  said  just  now 
that  he  would  not  object;  and  1  submit  that  the 
objection  comes  too  late. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  froin  Penn- 
sylvania stated  that  he  would  not  object  to  the 
business  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  being 
assigned  for  to-morrow  after  all  other  business 
shall  be  disposed  of;  and  the  Chair  thinks  the 
objection  now  comes  too  late. 
PRIZE  CASES. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts,  by  unanimous 
consent,  submitted  the  folio  wing  resolution;  which, 
was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested 
to  coniniunicate  to  this  House  the  report  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  upon  certain  complaintsof  improper  practices 
in  the  disposition  of  prize  cases  in  New  York. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 
A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Hickey, 
its  Chief  Clerk,  informed  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate declined  the  further  conference  asked  for  by 
the  House  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  15)  to  pro- 
vide a  temporary  government  for  the  Territory 
of  Montana  on  the  terms  ofFercd  in  the  resolution 
of  the  House. 
HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY  IN  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBM. 

Mr.  PATTERSON,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced 
a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  a  House  of 
Industry  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

APPEALS  FROM  LAND  OFFICE    DECISIONS. 

Mr.  WINDOM,  by  unanimous  consent, and  in 
pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  re- 
lating to  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  and  for  other  purposes;  wliich^ 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  iis  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio, 
(at  half  past  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

IN  SENATE. 
Saturday,  ^pril  16,  1864. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 
Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Indianapolis  and  Cincinnati  Railroad  Com- 
pany, remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the 
Goodyear  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcan- 
ized India  rubber;  wliich  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  presented  a  memorial 
of  tlieTerre  Haute  and  Richmond  Railroad  Com- 
pany, a  memorial  of  the  La  Fayette  and  Iiidian- 
ajiolis  Railroad  Company,  and  a  memorial  of  the 
Union  Railway  Company ,  remonslrnting  against 
the  extension  of  the  Goodyear  patent  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  vulcanized  India  rul)ber;  whicii  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Pat- 
ent Office. 

Mr.  WADE  [iiesentcd  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
ginluturo  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  favor  of  provisitm 


being  made  by  Congress  for  the  relief  of  the  des- 
titute people  of  East  Tennessee;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POWELL  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  praying 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HALE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  George 
H.  Plant,  praying  to  be  refunded  an  amount 
abated  from  his  accounts  for  coal  furnished  to  ilie 
Washington  navy-yard, under  acontract  in  1862, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consider- 
ation, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims;  which  was  agrefed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  James  R.  Baylis,  pray- 
ing for  an  appropriation  for  testing  his  invention 
of  an  improved  "cone  propeller,"  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  who  were 
instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  forgrant- 
ing  honorable  discharges  to  coal-heavers  and  fire- 
men in  the  naval  service,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No. 
236)  to  provide  for  granting  an  honorable  dis- 
charge to  coal-heavers  and  firemen  in  the  naval 
service;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  51) 
relative  to  the  claim  and  letters  patent  of  William 
Wheeler  Hubbell,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Mary  Ann  Sands, 
praying  for  compensation  for  services  rendered 
by  her  brother,  Joseph  Gideon,  as  acting  purser 
of  the  United  States  storeship  Fredonia,  have  di- 
rected me  to  make  an  adverse  report,  and  also  to 
ask  that  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
the  committee  on  that  subject  be  printed. 

The  report  was  agreed  to;  and  the  letter  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  M.  C.  Marvin,  com- 
mander in  the  United  States  Navy,  praying  for 
relief  from  the  alleged  injustice  of  the  late  advi- 
sory board  in  withholding  a  recommendation  for 
his  promotion,  have  instructed  me  to  ask  that  the. 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition,  having  reported  a  gen- 
eral law  for  all  those  cases. 

The  report  was  agreed  to.  " 

Mr.  HALE.  The  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  144)  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade 
of  line  officers  of  the  United  States  Navy,"  ap- 
proved July  16,  1862,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  have  directed  me  to  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration  and  that 
the  bill  be  indefinitely  post[)oned,  the  Senate  hav- 
ing passed  upon  the  same  subjectin  a  House  bill. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Clirisue,  clerk 
to  the  commandant  of  the  navy-yariBHte'orts- 
mouth.  New  Hampshire,  praying  tli^^ie  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  I'reasury  be  authorized 
to  allow  the  payment  of  the  sums  that  have  been 
appropriated  for  the  pay  of  the  elerksat  the  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  and  Philadelphia  navy- 
yards,  from  October,  1857,  to  July,  1859, have  in- 
structed me  to  reporta  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  44) 
for  the  relief  of  clerks  at  the  Kittery  and  Phila- 
delphia navy-yards, and  to  ask  that  the  memorial 
be  printed  in  place  of  a  re|Hirt.  They  make  no 
written  report,  but  the  memorial  includes  all  the 
facts,  and  they  ask  that  it  be  [)rinted. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  rending;  and  the  memorial  was  ordered  10 
be  printed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No, 
172)  concerning  the  disposition  of  convicts  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  subwisting  of 
peraoiio  confined  in  jails  charged  with  vinlating 
the  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  and  for  dimmisli- 
iiig  the   expenses   in    relation   thereto,  have  in- 
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structcd  me  to  report,  it  back  to  the  Senate  with 
an  amtnilment.  I  desire  to  say,  in  reference  to 
this  bill,  that  as  soon  as  it  is  printed  I  shall  ask 
for  its  considei'aiion  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TRUiVIBULL.  The  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  229)  to  regu- 
late the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  lands 
or  otlieT  real  estate  that  may  be  taken  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  have  directed  me  to  report 
it  back  adversely,  with  a  recommendation  that  it 
do  not  pass. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  move  that  the  report  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  goes  on  the  Calendar. 
We  do  not  ask  action  upon  it  at  the  present  time. 

BILL  INTKODUCED. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
237)  supplemental  to  an  act  to  prevent  frauds 
upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  ap- 
proved February  26,  1853;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciany. 
;      OREGON  AND  WASHINGTON  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  HARDING.  There  is  a  short  bill  on  file 
relating  to  donation  claims  in  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington Territory  which  I  should  like  to  have_ 
passed  now.  1  therefore  move  to  postpone  all 
prior  orders  and  proceed  to  its  consideration.  It 
will  not  take  more  than  ten  minutes,  and  it  is  im- 
portant to  pass  it  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  will  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  if  he  will  not  allow  us  to  take  the  vote 
on  the  bill  which  was  up  yesterday,  on  which  we 
are  ready  to  vote.  It  will  not  take,  I  suppose, 
more  than  five  minutes. 

Mr.  HARDING.  This  will  go  right  through. 
It  will  take  but  a  moment. 

The  moUon  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  181)  in  reference  to 
donation  claims  in  Oregon  and  Washington.  It 
provides  that  whenever  it  shall  appear  that  two 
donation  settlers  in  the  State  of  Oregon  or  Wash- 
ington Territory  shall  hold  their  conterminous 
improvements  in  such  a  manner  as  may  require 
a  half  quarter  section  to  be  divided  into  two  equal 
parts  by  a  line  due  north  and  south,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  issue  patents  recognizing  for  each  claim- 
ant such  subdivisions;  this  enactment  to  include 
cases  existing  at  the  date  of  this  act,  where  the 
claim  may  be  proved  and  established  according 
to  lav/. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  reported  the 
bill  with  an  amendment,  in  line  six,  after  the  word 
"  line,"  to  strike  out  the  word  "  due,"  and  after 
the  word  "south"  to  insert  the  words  "  or  east 
and  west;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

Tli.'it  wlienpver  it  shall  appear  tiiat  two  donation  settlers 
in  tlie  State  of  Oregon  or  Washington  Territory  shall  hold 
their  conterminous  improvements  in  such  n  manner  as  may 
rt-quirea  half  quarter  section  to  be  divided  into  two  equal 
parts  hy  a  liiie  north  and  south,  or  east  and  west,  it  shall 
and  iuay  be  lawful,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
It  was  read  the  thirtl  time,  and  passed. 

WHiT  VIRGINIA  JUDICIAL  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  WILLEY  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Rcsolecd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire 
whether,  by  the  creation  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
liny  lei,'i>lation,  and  if  so  what,  is  made  necessary "tii  ref- 
erence lo  ttie  "judicial  district  in  Virginia,  west  ofthe 
Alleghany  mountains,"  and  also  in  reference  to  judicial 
proceedings  in  the  said  State  of  West  Virginia,  since  the 
creation  thereof,  and  thatthc  said  committee  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

customs'  certificates. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  desire  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution which  1  have  had  lying  on  my  desk  for 
three  days,  waiting  until  it  would  be  in  order  in 
the  Senate  to  present  it: 

llesolvcil.  That  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  SeiiaK;  what  regulations  he  lias  made 
(or  the  issue  of  cerlifieates  to  he  received  in  the  payment 
of  customs,  and  wlK^ther  such  certificates  are  paid  for  in 
coin  or  paper  money,  and  if  in  the  latter  at  what  rate  of 
value,  and  what  nnioinit  of  s,uch  cerlifieates  hnve  been 
ispund. 


I  ask  for  the  present  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  wnuld  rather  that  resolu- 
tion should  lie  over  for  the  present.  I  may  not 
object  when  I  come  to  examine  it. 

"Mr.  HENDRICKS.*  Under  the  rule,  does  it 
lie  over  if  a  single  Senator  objects.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)     It  docs. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  It  is  a  mere  resolution 
of  inquiry.  I  want  to  know  whether  the  laws  of 
the  land  ai-e  respected  in  regard  to  the  customs. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Objection  be- 
ing made,  the  resoliitio'n  must  lie  over. 

TREASURY  BUILDING. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  ask  for  its  present  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  be 
directed  to  report  to  the, Senate  whether  it  is  intended  l)y 
those  now  engaged  in  tlie  work  of  the  Treasury  extension 
to  take  down  any  portion  of  the  south  front  of  that  build- 
ing, which  has  already  been  completed;  and  if  so,  what 
is  the  object  of  said  change,  and  wliat  amount  of  expense 
will  be  incurred  in  the  project. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  resolution. 

M  r.  TRUMBULL.  The  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Treasury 
building;  and  it  is  not  customary,  I  believe,  toad- 
dress  resolutions  of  inquiry  to  subordinate  offi- 
cers. We  neveraddress  them  toany  one  except  to 
the  President  or  to  a  member  of  his  Cabinet;  and  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Collamer,]  who  is 
a  little  particular  about  such  matters,  has  objected 
to  ouraddressing  them  to  anybody  but  theFresi- 
dent  himself.  Certainly  it  is  not  customary  to 
make  such  inquiries  of  subordinate  officers.  I 
suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  that  he 
change  the  direction  of  his  resolution.  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  inquiry,  but  it  ought  to  be 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  has  no  charge 
over  the  Tieasury  building. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  prefer  forcertain  reasons  to 
have  this  inquiry  made  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Buildings.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any- 
thing improper  in  it.  Still,  if  Senators  thinkrthat 
it  is  better  not  to  address  a  subordinate,  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  resolution  being  changed  in  that 
respect,  1  heard  this  morning  to  my  astonish- 
ment that  there  was  a  change  intended  in  the  south 
front  of  the  Treasury  building,  which,  in  my  eye, 
has  been  and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  at- 
tractive of  all  our  public  buildings.  I  have  been 
informed  that  it  is  designed  to  take  down  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  the  front  of  that  building 
and  to  make  sonne  change. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     For  what  purpose? 

Mr.  FOSTER.  As  I  understand,  the  purpose 
ia,  in  the  first  place,  to  increase  the  architectural 
beauty  and  proportion  of  the  building,  and  then 
to  make  some  additional  room  in  the  interior  of 
the  building. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     By  taking  the  front  out? 

Mr.  FOSTER.     So  I  am  informed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)  Does  the  Chair  understand  the  Sen- 
ator from  Connecticut  to  modify  his  resolution  ac- 
cording to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois? 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  shall  not  modify  it  myself, 
but  if  the  Senator  from  Illinois  thinks  proper  to 
move  such  an  amendment,  I  shall  make  no  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  The  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut must  be  aware  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Buildings  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Treas- 
ury building.  It  is  all  under  the  chai'ge  and  con- 
trol of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Buildings  knows  no  more 
about  it  than  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  or  my- 
self, and  he  has  no  authority  over  it  by  law.  That 
matter  is  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  it  would  be  manifestly 
as  improper  to  ask  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings  information  about  the  Treasury  build- 
ing as  it  would  be  to  ask  it  ofthe  tnarahal  of  the 
District  or  the  warden  of  the  jail. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  a  strange  thing  if  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  could  not  ascertain  what  was  in- 
tended to  be  done  in  regard  to  any  of  our  public 
buildings  in  Washington.  It  is  possible  tiiat  he 
may  not  be  charged  with   the  duly;  but  it  seems 


to  me  that  he  can  make  the  inquiry,  and  answer 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  We  might  direct  our 
Secretary  to  do  it  as  well  as  him. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  It  is  certainly  true  that  we 
might  direct  our  Secretary  to  do  it,  and  I  do  not 
see  that  there  would  be  any  impropriety  what- 
ever in  that;  but  it  struck  me  that  it  was  mani- 
festly and  obviously  proper  to  address  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Buildings.  However,  as 
gentlemen  seem  to  insist  upon  changing  the  di- 
rection of  the  resolution,  I  move  to  amend  it  Ijy 
strikingout"  Commissionerof  Public  Buildings" 
and  inserting  "Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Connecticut  can  modify  his  own  resolution.  ■ 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  was  about  to  make  that  sug- 
gestion to  the  Senator  from  Connecticut.  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  he  pert-jveres  in  the  resolution,  in 
regard  to  the  expediency  of  which  I  have  some 
doubts,  it  should  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  ■■- 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  resolu- 
tion is  so  modified  by  the  Senator  from  Connec- 
ticut. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  So  I  understand.  Of  course 
what  has  been  done  there,  and  what  is  proposed 
to  be  done  there,  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary ofthe  Treasury, who  cannothave  proceeded 
iti  such  a  matter  without  consultation  with  the 
architect  of  the  building.*  I  understand  that  the 
object  is  mainly  to  secure  additional  accommoda- 
tions, particularly  for  the  Secretary  himself. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     This  is  the  first  time  I  have  ' 
heard  of  this  proposition  to  take  out  the  front  of 
the  building,  and  as  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts seems  to  be  informed  about  it,  I  should  like 
to  know  what  the  proposition  is. 

Mr,  SUMNER.  I  have  not  seen  the  plans,  I 
will  say  to  the  Senator;  but  I  know  it  is  not  to 
take  out  from  the  front  but  to  add  to  it.  It  is  to 
fill  up  the  court  behind  the  columns.  The  Sena- 
tor will  remember  that  there  are  columns  on  the 
south  front. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  In  order  to  do  that,  I  under- 
stand the  walls  that  now  separate  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  this  rotunda 
or  open  space  have  to  be  taken  out. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  understand  that.  I 
do  not  see  that  anything  is  to  be  done  except  to 
add  an  outside  wall;  but  then  as  I  have  not  seen 
the  plan  I  cannot  speak  positively. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  know  what 
may  be  intended,  but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
they  have  no  right  to  spend  money  in  that  way 
without  the  permission  of  Congress.  That  por- 
tion ofthe  building  has  been  finished,  and  the  ap- 
propriations which  have  been  made  by  Congress 
have  been  made  with  reference  to  completing  the 
other  wing  entirely ;  and  if  they  undertake  any- 
thing ofthe  sort  now  suggested  on  anybody's 
authority  except  the  authority  of  Congress,  I  hold 
that  it  is  a  misuse  of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  But  I  do  not  understand 
that  it  requires  any  money.  The  columns  that 
are  inside  of  that  recess  are  to  be  taken  out  and 
put  in  other  parts  of  the  building.  That  is  the 
plan,  and  those  columns 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Will  sell  for  enough? 

Mr,  ANTHONY,  Can  be  put  in  another  part 
ofthe  building. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  see  how  it  can 
be  done  without  costing  something. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  will  not  cost  so  much  as 
to  put  new  columns  in  the  other  parts.  If  Con- 
gress has  appropriated  a  certain  sum  of  money, 
part  of  it  to  be  used  in  putting  up  new  columns 
m  the  other  wing,  and  these  columns  can  be 
taken  out  and  put  there  for  half  the  money,  it 
will  not  need  any  appropriation.  That  is  what 
I  mean;  no  appropriation  will  be  needed. 

Mr,  FESSENDEN.  I  adhere  to  my  oiiginal 
opinion  that  after  the  building  has  been  comple- 
ted, and  is  in  possession  of  the  Government  as  a 
completed' building,  the  idea  of  taking  the  money 
which  we  have  appropriated  to  finish  other  parts 
of  it  and  alter  the  completed  jiart  from  time  to 
time  is  not  allowable.  In  that  way  there  will 
never  be  any  end  to  it.  Unless  the  architects  go 
on  with  the  work  yet  to  bo  done  we  shall  never 
end  it.  I  understnnd  the  idea  has  been  started 
that  the  old  Capitol  ought  to  be  brought  out  so 
as  to  be  flush  with  the  new  wings;  and  then  I  sup- 
pose in  the  next  place  the  two  wings  will  have  to 


1662 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  16, 


be  brought  out,  because  a  perfectly  even  front 
would  not  jiresent  a  good  building,  and  so  they 
will  be  going  on  until  ihcy  fill  up  tiie  yard. 

Mr.  TRUxVlBULL.  Could  we  not  sell  these 
pillars  for  enough  to  do  it.' 

Mr.  FESSEiSfDEN.  I  do  not  know  but  that 
we  could,  according  to  the  idea  of  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island,  i  hope  the  inquiry  will  be 
made.  1  think  Congress  ougiit  to  know  what  is 
to  be  done  with  the  public  buildings. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

L.\ND  GRANT  TO  WISCONSIN  RAILROADS. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
postpone  all  prior  orders,  and  lake  up  Senate  bill 
No.  160. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  160)  to  grant  aid  for 
the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  Wiscon- 
sin; the  pending  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment of  M/.  Hendricks  to  amend  the  amendment 
reported  from  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
in  section  three,  line  four,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "Bayfield"  the  words  "and  thence  to  Su- 
perior-," so  that  it  will  read: 

That  tliere  be,  and  is  liereby,  granted  to  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,  Ibrtlie  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of 
a  railro.id  from  Berlin, on  the  Fox  river,  in  a  northwestern 
dir<:ction,  to  Bayfield,  and  thence  to  Superior,  on  hake  Su- 
perior, every  alternate  section  of  land,  &c. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLEi.  When  this  amendment 
was  before  the  Senate  yesterday  an  inquiry  was 
made  in  relation  to  it,  and  as  the  bill  was  then  be- 
fore the  Senate  with  the  understanding  that  it 
should  give  way  to  the  gold  bill,  if  a  discus.sion 
should  arise,  I  at  once  consented  to  its  postpone- 
ment. I  am  now  pi-epared  to  state  to  the  Senate 
precisely  the  effect  of  this  amendment.  I  have  a 
map  lying  on  my  table  before  me  which  will  show 
at  a  glance  precisely  what  it  is. 

'I'his  grant  of  land  from  Berlin  on  the  Fox  river 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  thence  to  Bayfield 
goes  through  the  central  region  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin.  It  is  a  woody  region  of  country, 
very  sparsely  populated,  a  lutriberiiig  i-egion.  The 
map  shows  that  it  is  almost  through  tlyj  heart  of 
the  State  of  Wisconsin, and  a  hundred  miles  and 
moi'e  on  each  side  from  any  other  grant  of  land. 
The  pending  question  is,  whether,  afterit reaches 
the  town  of  Bayfield,  it  shall  be  permitted  to  be 
extended  from  Bayfield  to  Superior. 

The  reasons  for  its  extension  to  Superior  ai-e 
that  in  all  human  probability  when  the  northern 
Pacific  railroad  shall  be  built,  reaching  from  Lake 
Superior  through  Minnesota  west  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  it  will  start  from  Superior,  which  is  in  fact 
the  west  end  of  the  lake,  and  which  many  j5er- 
sons  believe  will  become  the  Chicago  of  Lake 
Superior  when  that  country  shall  be  developed 
and  settled.  The  country  is  a  rocky,  timbered, 
and  mineral  country.  The  Senator  from  Indiana 
proposes  also  to  amend  the  bill  in  connection  with 
this  amendment  so  as  to  reserve  the  mineral  lands 
upon  the  route,  and  not  allow  them  to  be  taken 
by  the  railroad  company.  The  region  of  coun- 
try there  is  regarded  as  valuable  mainly  for  its 
mineral  lands.  Therearo  large  quantities  of  iron 
mineral  lands,  and  there  are  some  copper  mines 
in  that  neighborhood.  The  distance  from  Bay- 
field to  Superior  is  from  sixty  to  eighty  miles;  1 
cannot  tell  the  distance  precisely.  Bylookingat 
the  map  it  will  be  seen  that  Superior  lies  in  a  di- 
rection a  little  northwest  from  Bayfield,  across  a 
peninsula  from  Bayfield  to  Superior.  There  are 
advantagcHiti  both  these  towns.  Superior  lies  the 
farthest  wr\<!t,  and  reaches  the  fartiiest  into  the 
country.  Bayfield  probably  has  the  best  harbor, 
for  the  reason  that  it  is  protected  by  islands. 
When  they  liave  northeastern  storms  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  driving  ice  more  or  less  into 
the  west  end  of  the  lake,  V(;ssel3  may  be  some- 
what obslructi^d  in  their  approach  to  the  harbor 
of  Supeiior,  while  at  Bayfield  there  will  always 
be  a  safe  harbor,  for  it  is  in  deep  wateiand  in  the 
rear  of  inlands. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  thus  briefly  slated  the  situ- 
ation of  that  country .  It  explains  itself  upon  the 
map  at  once.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  meet 
the  sanction  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
if  this  company  ia  to  be  at  liberty  to  take  the 
mineral  latitls  on  each  side  of  the  line  of  the  rail- 
road ? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.    No,  sir. 


Mr.  HENDRICKS.     I   am  going  to  move  an 
amendment  to  pievenl  that. 
The  aiTiendmcnt  to  the  amendment  was  agi-eed  to- 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Inadveitently  in  draft- 
ing the  substitute  an  iyiporlant  provision  was 
omitted.  I  move  to  amend  ihesixth  section  of  the 
amendment  by  inserting  after  the  word  "what- 
soever," in  the  fourth  line,  the  words  "  and  all 
mineral  lands;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

That  any  and  all  lands  reserved  to  the  United  States  by 
any  act  of  Congress  for  tlic  purpose  of  aiding  in  any  object 
of  internal  improvement,  or  in  any  manner  forany  purpose 
whatsoever,  and  all  mineral  lands,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  reserved  and  excluded  frOm  the  operation  of'tliis 
act,  sic. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee,  as  amended, 
was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  asamended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  the  third  time, and  passed;  and 
its  title  was  amended  so  as  to  read:  "A  bill  grant- 
ing lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  rail- 
roads in  the  Slate  of  Wisconsin." 

MASSACRE  AT  FORT  PILLOW. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution, and  1  ask  for  its  present  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  joint  committee  on  the  conduct  of  tlie 
war  be,  and  they  are  liereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
truth  of  the  rumored  slaughter  of  the  Union  troops  after 
their  surrender  at  the  recent  attack  of  the  rebel  forces  upon 
Fort  Pillow,  Tennessee,  and  that  for  this  purpose  they,  or 
such  of  their  number  as  they  shall  depute,  repair  to  the 
neigliboriiood ;  and  tliat  they  report  the  facts  to  Congress 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Is  there  any 
objection  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution.'' 

"Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  have  a  decided  objec- 
tion to  the  last  part  of  that  resolution. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator object  to  its  present  consideration? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Yes,  sir. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Then  it  must 
lie  over,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  beg  to  say  that  it  is  very 
desirable  (hat  Congress  should  ascertain  the  truth 
of  the  rumors  alluded  to  in  the  resolution. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  suggest  to  the  Senator- that  the  resolution  be- 
ing ol>jecled  to,  it  cannot  be  before  the  Senate  un- 
less the  objeclion  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  trust  the  Senator  from 
Maine  will  withdraw  the  ofljeciion  and  let  the  res- 
olution pass.  I  suppose  his  objection  is  that  it 
will  involve  some  liltleexpense.  1  think  it  would 
be  well  to  pay  a  small  sum  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting at  the  facts  of  this  case,  which  is  a  most  ex- 
traordinary one. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  If  the  Senate  desire  it 
particularly,  I  will  withdraw  my  objection  to  its 
present  consideration,  but  I  am  utterly  opposed 
to  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  not  on  the  ground 
of  expense. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  objection 
being  withdrawn,  the  resolution  is  now  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  object  to  it 
on  the  ground  of  expense,  but  I  think  that  unless 
in  cases  of  extreme  urgency  and  necessity,  it  is 
hardly  worth  while  for  members  of  Congress  to 
leave  their  places  in  Congress  logo  traveling  about 
thccountryon  these  expeditions  to  take  testimony 
or  for  any  other  oliject.  I  think  that  this  jilace 
is  the  sphere,  and  the  appropriate  sphere,  of  our 
duties;  and  more  especially  do  I  object  to  it  at  the 
present  lime  when  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives are  coming  to  a  point  where  the  busi- 
ness of  both  branches  is  exceedingly  urgent,  and 
retjuires  the  wisdom  of  all  the  members  of  both 
branches  in  order  to  complete  it.  And  more  than 
thai,  sir,  experience  has  shown  how  very  diffi- 
cult it  is — I  am  very  .=;orry  to  say  it — to  keep  a 
quorum  of  this  body.  We  are  obliged  to  adjourn 
trequenlly  because  there  is  iiota  quorum  present, 
and  it  delays  business  very  much.  I  cannot  help 
it.  I  take  no  fault  to  myself  with  regard  to  the 
mutter,  for  1  am  present  ordinarily  when  I  am  not 
sick  and  am  able  to  be  here.  I  do  not  see  that 
this  is  so  urgent  a  case  tis  should  cull  members  of 
ihe  Senate  from  their  places  in  tlii!  Senate,  legis- 
lating for  their  country,  to  go  and  inquire  into  a 
transaciion  of  this  kind.  The  War  Departnieiil 
can  make  all  the  inquiries  that  are  necessary  to 


be  made.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  War  Department 
to  make  these  inquiries,  and  I  cannot  conceive 
any  special  good  that  is  to  arise  from  sending  off 
coinmilleesof  thisor  the  other  body,  or  any  mem- 
bers of  committees  to  make  inquiries  of  this  de- 
scription— I  hope  the  Senate  will  not  consent  to  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  called  this  morning  at  the 
War  Department  to  make  some  inquiries  in  re- 
gard to  this  affair  that  has  shocked  the  country, 
and  I  was  told  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  he 
had  a  dispatch  from  General  Sherman  to  the 
effect  tliat  about  three  hundred  of  our  soldiers 
had  been  massacred  after  they  had  surrendered. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  there  has  been  a  butchery 
there.  The  Secretary  of  War  said  he  intended 
immediately  to  make  a  thorough  investigation 
into  the  whole  affair  and  to  send  persons  therefor 
that  special  purpose.  He  said  he  supposed  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  information,  as  he  was  not  on  the 
spot,  was  like  the  information  had  from  the  pub- 
lic press  of  the  country,  or  might  be  from  the 
same  sources.  How  authoritative  the  informa- 
tion is  he  could  not  state,  but  at  any  rate  he  in- 
tended to  make  an  immediale  investigation,  and 
to  appoint  officers  to  thoroughly  investigate  and 
examine  the  whole  affair. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  do  not  wish  to  consume 
the  time  of  the  Senate  in  discussing  the  resolu- 
'lion.  I  am  free  to  say,  however,  that  my  object 
in  offering  it  is  to  ascertain  the  exact  truth  of  the 
case  so  far  as  it  is  practicable  for  us  to  do  so;  and 
for  that  reason  it  is  that  I  have  thought  it  best  that 
a  portion  of  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the 
war  should  repair  to  the  neighborhood  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  living  witnesses  who  have 
seen  and  who  can  testify  to  the  exact  facts  of  the 
case,  in  order  that  neither  Congress  nor  the  coun- 
try may  be  misled  or  deceived  as  to  the  truth, 
and  for  the  further  purpose  of  basing  some  act  of 
legislation  upon  the  report  which  shall  come  in, 
provided  it  shall  turn  out  that  the  fact's  shall  be  as 
sad  as  seem  to  be  represented,  in  order  that  our 
officers  in  the  field  may  be  compelled  by  act  of 
Congress  to  resort  to  the  usual  remedy  author- 
ized by  the  laws  and  usages  of  war  in  such  cases. 

If  it  be  a  fact  that  our  soldiers  fighting  our  bat- 
tles, wearing  our  uniform,  and  honestly  surren- 
dering themselves  prisoners  of  war  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  have  been  deliberately  and  coolly 
butchered  by  that  enemy  after  the  surrender,  it  is 
a  disgrace  to  the  nation  not  to  avenge  the  wrong, 
no  matter  what  may  be  the  color  of  the  man  who 
wears  the  Union  uniform.  It  is  impossible  in 
my  judgment  for  us  to  retain  in  our  service  black 
troops  unless  we  not  only  promise  but  perform 
the  duty  of  protection  to  them  as  much  as  to 
white  troops.  We  shall  find  in  the  end,  t  appre- 
hend, that  unless  we  protect  these  men  they  will 
desert  us  and  run  away  from  the  field  of  battle  at 
the  most  critical  moment  of  some  important  en- 
gagement, and  that  this  fault  perhajis  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  loss  of  a  battle.  And,  sir,  in  my 
mind  it  concerns  the  national  honor  that  we  should 
use  the  national  strength  and  the  national  spirit 
to  protect  the  soldiers  who  are  fighting  our  bat- 
tles; otherwise  we  cannot  hold  up  our  heads  like 
men  in  the  presence  of  nations;  we  shall  become 
the  scoff  and  the  sneer  of  foreign  Governments. 
Without  this  protection  we  know  very  well  what 
will  be  the  fate  of  the  black  lroo|is  whom  we  call 
into  our  sm-vice.  It  has  nil  along  been  the  prac- 
tice, we  are  informed,  and  we  have  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  it  will  continue  to  be  the  practice  of  the 
rebels  whenever  they  make  prisoners  of  black 
troops  in  our  service,  to  put  them  to  death  in  cold 
blood  or  to  sell  them  into  slavery;  and  they  do  it 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  conceal  the  facts,  as  far  as 
is  potfeible,  from  our  authorities.  1  think  if  there 
ever  was  an  occasion  in  the  history  of  this  war 
in  which  the  attention  of  Congress  ought  to  be 
given  especially  to  this  principle  of  protection  by 
means  of  retaliation,  man  for  man,  or  two  men 
for  one  if  it  becomes  necessary,  this  is  the  occa- 
sion, and  I  hope  this  resolution  will  pass. 

1  have  no  doubt  that  the  Sixreiary  of  War  will 
be  doing  all  in  his  power  to  ascertain  the  facts, 
and  that  he  will  lay  them  before  the  country  ;  but 
that  will  not  be  quite  as  satisfactory,  I  confess, 
to  my  mind  as  would  be  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee whom  we  have  already  employed  for  such 
purposes!,  and  who  may  go  on  the  spot  and  ob- 
tain the  original  evidence  of  the  fact,  notdepend- 
iiig  upon  hearsay  or  rumor.  1  wish  to  proceed 
cautiously,  carefully,  and  surely  in  this  matter. 
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So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  can  assure  the  Sen- 
ate that  my  principle  in  this  case  is  retaliation  in 
the  most  vigorous  form  in  which  it  can  be  exer- 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  suppose  there  is  no 
Senator  here  who  disagrees  with  tlie  honorable 
Senator  from  Michigan  in  his  opinions  as  ex- 
pressed with  regard  to  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  the  given  case.  Every  man  holds  that 
if  this  outrage  has  been  perpetrated  it  should  be 
avenged  properly.  Every  man  holds  that  what- 
ever soldiers  we  may  have  In  our  employ,  they 
must  be  protected  all  alike,  in  precisely  the  same 
way,  without  the  slightest  distinction  in  the 
world.  '' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  becomes  the 
duty  of  the  Chair  to  interrupt  the  Senator  from 
Maine.  The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 
now  comes  up  as  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  move  its  postponement 
temporarily  until  this  resolution  is  disposed  of. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  course 
will  betaken,  if  th&re  be  no  objection.  The  Chair 
hears  none.  The  Senator  from  Maine  will  pro- 
Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  is  no  difference  of 
opinion  upon  that  subject,  and  it  has  been  a  mat- 
ter that  has  been  much  mooted  and  talked  of.  I 
believe  it  is  the  determination  of  the  Government, 
at  least  I  have  understood  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment repeatedly,  that  every  thing  that  was  rumored 
with  regard  to  these  matters  had  been  the  sub- 
ject of  investigation  by  that  Department  to  dis- 
cover if  there  was  sufficient  evidence  of  the  fact 
to  prove  it,  and  that  the  most  vigorous  and  de- 
termined measures  would  be  taken  in  all  cases 
wherever  anything  of  the  kind  was  established. 

The  question  before  the  Senate,  however,  is 
not  one  with  regard  to  what  measures  shall  be 
taken  in  case  the  report  is  true,  but  what  meas- 
ures shall  be  taken  in  order  to  ascertain  the  fact; 
that  is  all.  My  objection  is  simply  that  I  believe 
the  War  Department  has  power  to  investigate 
it  even  better  than  a  committee  of  Congress;  it 
knows  better  where  to  look  forevidence.  The  evi- 
dence if  it  is  to  be  had  is  to  be  had  from  those  who 
escaped  and  those  who  were  on  the  spot.  They 
are  under  the  control  of  the  War  Department; 
they  are  under  the  control  of  the  Government 
specifically.  Now,  if  the  Secretary  has  expressed 
his  determination  to  have  an  immediate  and  thor- 
ough investigation  on  the  subject,  it  is  in  his 
power  to  make  it  and  communicate  the  result  to 
Congress.  If  the  Senator  will  change  his  reso- 
lution and  direct  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
require  him  to  make  the  most  immediate  and 
thorough  examination  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and 
communicate  those  facts  to  Congress,  I  shall  have 
nothing  to  say  against  the  resolution. 

My  objection  is  (because  I  have  seen  the  evil 
of  it  and  I  believe  it  to  be  unnecessary)  to  taking 
Senators  and  Representatives  from  their  appro- 
priate sphere  of  duty  here  on  this  spot,  wliere 
their  presence  is  needed  for  the  legislation  of  the 
country,  and  sending  them  off  on  expeditions  to 
take  testimony  in  regard  to  matters  which  may 
become  subjects  of  legislation;  and  it  is  more  par- 
ticularly troublesome  at  the  present  time,  in  the 
Senate  especially,  when  by  a  rule  of  the  Senate 
it  requires  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
Senators  for  all  the  States  to  make  a  quorum,  and 
we  find  ourselves  very  frequently  checked  and 
impeded  in  the  necessary  business  of  the  Senate 
by  the  want  of  a  quorum  for  some  reason  or 
other,  and  that  too  when  the  country  is  complain- 
ing— I  think  unreasonably  and  under  a  misappre- 
hension— of  Congress  that  it  is  remiss  in  its  du- 
ties. 

If  specifications  were  called  for  it  would  be 
difficult  to  make  them,  for  I  know  that  Congress 
has  devoted  itself  with  as  much  assiduity  as  could 
be  expected  of  it  to  the  discharge  of  its  duties. 
It  i.s  difficult  for  those  at  a  distance  to  understand 
whut  we  have  to  do,  and  therefore  they  run  into 
these  errors  in  regard  to  what  we  are  doing 
here.  Still,  there  is  this  sensitiveness  in  the 
public  mind  with  regard  to  the  great  measures 
pending  before  Congress;  there  is  this  sensitive- 
ness in  the  public  mind  in  regard  to  the  state  of 
our  finances  and  the  legislation  necessary  in  order 
to  put  them  in  a  good  condition  or  to  keep  them 
in  the  best  condition  possible.  Under  such  cir- 
curnHtancea,  to  thin  our  ranks  at  this  period  of 
tlie  session,  when  tho  business  is  pressing  upon 


us  so  strongly,  to  send  off  some  Senators  to  in- 
quire into  a  matter  which  can  be  quite  as  well  if 
not  better  inquired  into  by  the  competent  au- 
thority which  controls  it  all,  strikes  me  to  be  a 
very  unwise  and  unjustifiable  thing,  and  I  hope 
the  Senate  will  not  adopt  it. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  There  isan  additional  reason 
to  those  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Maine  why 
I  express  the  hope  that  the  resolution  before  the 
Senate  will  not  pass  in  its  present  form.  When 
the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  was 
about  being  formed  at  the  beginning  of  this  ses- 
sion, it  will  be  remembered  by  Senators  that  there 
were  many  objections  to  it;  and  if  we  now,  by 
the  adoption  of  such  a  resolution  as  this,  ignore 
the  War  Department,  and  over  their  heads  at- 
tempt to  make  an  investigation  by  charging  this 
committee  with  that  extraordinary  business,  it 
will  only  contribute  hereafter  to  prevent  the  or- 
ganization of  a  like  committee,  which  for  the  dis- 
charge of  proper  functions  I  think  is  a  very  useful 
and  necessary  one.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be 
amended  in  the  manner  suggested  by  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  and  I  will  move  an  amendment  of 
that  kind,  that  "  the  joint  committee  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  war"  be  stricken  out,  arid  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  be  directed  by  the  Senate  to 
cause  an  immediate  investigation  into  the  facts 
and  circumstances  connected  with  this  case,  and 
report  the  same  to  this  body  or  to  Congress.  I 
move  that  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  resolution  being  stricken  out; 
that  part,  at  least,  which  authorizes  the  sending 
of  the  committee  themselves,  ora  portion  of  their 
number,  to  the  place.  I  do  not  know  that  that 
would  be  of  any  use;  and  I  will  consent  cheer- 
fully to  striking  out  that  part  of  the  resolution; 
but  I  think  it  is  fairly  a  subject  which  comes  be- 
fore that  committee. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  They  have  the  power 
now,  without  any  resolution,  to  investigate  the 
case. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  California 
will  be  reported. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment,  which  was 
to  strike  out  of  the  resolution  the  words  "joint 
committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  instructed,"  and  to  insert  "  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  be  directed;"  and  also  to  strike 
out  the  following  words:  "and  that  for  this  pur- 
pose they,  or  such  of  their  number  as  they  shall 
depute,  repair  to  the  neighborhood;"  so  that  the 
resolution  will  then  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  Sec/etaiy  of  War  be  dh'ected  to  in- 
quire into  the  truth  of  the  rumored  sluugliter  of  ilie  UHion 
troops  after  their  surrender  at  tlie  recent  attack  of  tiie  rebel 
forces  upon  Fort  Pillow,  Tennessee  ;  and  to  report  the  facts 
to  Congress  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  think  there  is  a  misapprehen- 
sion as  to  the  powers  of  the  committee  on  the 
conduct  of  the  war,  under  the  resolution  that 
made  them  a  committee.  That  resolution  author- 
ized them  to  take  testimony,  and  to  go  wherever 
they  pleased  to  take  testimony.  We  have  not 
exercised  that  authority  except  in  one  instance 
where  we  sent  two  of  our  committee  to  New 
York  to  investigate  matters  connected  with  the 
quartermaster's  department,  because  we  .could 
not  make  the  examination  well  in  any  other  way. 
I  think  we  saved  a  great  deal  of  money  by  doing 
that  at  that  time,  and  that  is  the  only  time  we 
have  sent  members  away. 

I  suppose  even  if  these  words  are  stricken  from 
this  resolution,  the  committee,  if  they  should  sup- 
pose it  was  necessary  to  go  to  the  spot  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  testimony,  could  go.  I  «an 
assure  the  Senate,  however,  that  no  member  of 
the  committee  would  go  there  for  any  hiatter  of 
amusement,  or  because  he  preferred  to  go.  We 
should  certainly  not  go  there  unless  it  was  from 
a  sense  of  duty,  because  we  could  not  otherwise 
properly  make  the  examination.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, the  amended  resolution  will  pass,  for  I  am 
not  anxious  that  the  committee  shall  have  this 
business  to  do. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  I  concur  with 
tho  mover  of  the  resolution  that  the  sul)ject  ought 
to  be  inquired  into,  but  his  resolution  docs  not  go 
as  fur  as  1  think  it  should  go.  This  is  not  the  first 
instance,  by  several,  where  we  have  nK^t  with  a 
reverse  that  has  filled  us  with  grief  and  with  sur- 
prise, by  the  capture  of  comparatively  small  bodies 


of  men  garrisoning  particular  localities.  Padu- 
cah  not  long-  ago  was  almost  laid  in  ruins;  and  it 
is  said,  with  what  truth  1  know  not,  that  there 
was  within  some  thirty  or  forty  miles  q/  Paducah 
a  force,  under  the  command  of  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral, sufficient  to  have  reinforced  the  town  and  to 
have  placed  it  beyond  the  reach  of  harm.  The 
officer's  name  I  have  forgotten;  he  was  some  mem- 
ber, I  believe,  of  my  own  profession  who  fancied 
that  he  was  fit  to  command  a  brigade,  and  who 
persuaded  the  Executive  that  he  was  competent 
to  do  so. 

In  reference  to  this  particular  inquiry,  I  should 
like  to  know,  and  I  think  the  country  would  like 
to  know,  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  country  that  it 
should  be  made  known,  if  it  can  be  made  known, 
why  it  was  that  this  comparatively  small  garrison 
was  left  at  Fort  Pillow,  when  it  was  known,  I 
suppose,  there,  as  certainly  as  it  was  known  here, 
that  there  was  hanging  in  and  around  it  a  force 
of  some  five  or  six  thousand  of  the  rebels,  com- 
manded by  a  dashing  leader,  one  who  had  him- 
self led  the  attack  on  the  town  of  Paducah  .>  Why 
was  it  that  that  garrison  was  suffered  to  remain 
there  without  reinforcements.' 

Mr.  President,  the  public  heart  feels  just  as 
we  feel;  we  feel  indignant  at  this  Vandalic  out- 
rage which  never  could  have  been  perpetrated,  I 
think,  in  this  age  of  the  world,  even  bycanni- 
bals,  with  more  ferocity  than  is  stated  to  have  at- 
tended this  particular  outrage.  But  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  know,  and  those  in  command  in 
that  particular  region  ought  to  know,  that  they 
will  be  held  to  a  responsibility  if  they  by  any 
reasonable  diligence  could  have  prevented  the  oc- 
currence of  such  a  disaster  and  failed  to  do  it. 
They  should  know  that  there  is  now  in  a  part  of 
the  rebel  soldiery  with  whom  we  are  contending, 
who  have  been  frenzied  into  madness  and  become 
worse  than  savages,  a  disposition  which  has  none 
of  the  restraints  of  civilized  warfare;  and  it  ia 
time,  high  time,  since  the  United  States,  in  my 
judgment  in  the  exercise  of  a  power  with  which 
they  are  clearly  invested,  have  thought  proper 
to  enlist  into  tJieir  army  Africans,  that  these  rebel 
foes  of  ours  should  learn  that  upon  the  field  of 
battle,  in  the  eye  of  justice,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
the  United  States,  the  life  of  a  soldier  under  our 
flag  is  as  dear  as  the  life  of  any  rebel,  and  that 
nothing  will  satisfy  the  honor  of  one  and  satisfy 
the  demands  of  the  other,  if  the  horrid  alterna- 
tive should  be  left  to  us,  but  life  for  life.  It  will 
never  do;  our  reputation  tells  us  that  it  will  never 
do;  &ur  duty,  still  higher  in  its  demands  than 
mere  reputation,  tells  us  it  will  never  do  that  we 
should  suffer  our  soldiers  to  be  treated  with  the 
barbarity,  the  inhumanity,  the  savage  barbarity 
with  which  it  is  said  they  have  been  treated  upon 
this  occasion. 

But  in  addition  to  the  information  which  we 
should  liave  before  acting  on  that  subject,  and 
v/hich  it  is  the  object  of  the  honorable  member 
who  offered  this  resolution  to  obtain,  I  want  to 
know,  looking  to  the  honor  of  our  flag  and  to  the 
success  of  our  cause,  why  it  is  that  these  disasters 
have  been  occurring  since  the  commencement  of 
what  may  be  called  the  spring  campaign.  We 
have  men  enough.  Heaven  knows;  we  have  ap- 
propriated money  without  s till t;  that  we  all  know; 
and  yet,  to  our  surprise  and  mortification,  and  as 
I  think  to  our  dishonor,  these  occurrences  are  now 
of  rather  frequent  occurrence  ;and  if  it  be  true  that 
there  was  any  reason  to  apprehend  an  attack  by 
anything  like  an  overwhelming  force,  either  upon 
Paducah  or  upon  Fort  Pillow,  and  it  could  have 
been  avoided  by  any  reasonable  diligence  on  the 
part  of  those  in  command,  we  should  know  it, 
and  they  should  be  iield  up  before  the  country  aa 
in  some  measure  the  authors  of  these  sad  calami- 
ties. 

I  would  propose,  therefore,  to  amend  the  res- 
olution, if  the  resolution  is  adopted  in  the  terms 
offered  by  the  honorable  member  from  Michigan, 
by  proposing  that  the  committee  inquire  whether 
Fort  Pillow  could  have  been  reinforced  in  time, 
and  if  it  could  be,  why  it  was  not  reinforced,  and 
who  were  to  blame. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  have  not  the  least  objectfon 
to  such  an  amendment  as  that  which  is  suggested 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland.  In- 
deed, I  think  upon  consideration  that  it  ought  to 
be  inserted;  and  I  shall,  therefore,  be  very  much 
obliged  to  the  Senator  if  he  will  put  it  in  proper 
language.     As  to   that  clause  of  the  resolution 
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requiring  the  committee  to  repair  to  the  neiH;libor- 
liooil ,  I  am  not  tenacious  about  it,  aii(]  will  yield  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  move  to  strike  that  out. 

Tlie  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  is  an 
nmendment  pending,  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  California. 

iMr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  ■President,  I  am  not 
furnished  with  sufficient  facts  to  controvert  some 
opinions  which  have  been  expressed  by  tlie  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland;  but  1  presume  that  his 
sources  of  information  are  much  greater  than 
mine,  for  I  can  hardly  conceive  that  without  some 
information  a  Senator  who  speaks  with  such  con- 
sideration as  he  does,  would  rise  in  his  place  in 
the  Senate  and  before  the  country  to  cast  censure 
upon  tiie  general  in  command  at  Cairo,  who  I  be- 
lieve was  General  Brayman,  because  he  did  not 
reinforce  the  garrison  at  Paducah.  I  think  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  stated  the  distance  to  be 
about  forty  miles.  My  recollection  of  the  dis- 
tance is  different.  I  think  it  is  much  greater  than 
forty  miles. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  do  not  think  Fort  Pillow 
is  at  Paducah. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  not  talking  of  Fort 
Pillow.  That  is  a  different  place  entirely,  on  the 
Mississippi  river  and  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
I  am  speaking  of  Paducah  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, which  liie  Senator  from  Maryland  spoke 
of  as  some  forty  miles  from  Cairo.  Such  is  not 
my  recollection  of  the  distance.  1  think  it  is  much 
further. 

The  Senator  from  Maryland  more  than  inti- 
mates that  General  Brayman,  whom  he  did  not 
iianie,  but  who,  1  believe,  is  the  officer  iti  com- 
mand at  Cairo,  is  to  blame.  It  is  true  he  was 
once  an  attorney;  but  I  do  not  know  that  that  is 
anything  to  his  discredit,  or  that  it  disqualifies 
him  fjom  being  a  general.  I  am  not  here  to  de- 
fend General  Brayman.  He  may  not  have  dotie 
his  duly,  but  it  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  it 
intimated  from  any  quarter  that  General  Bray- 
man had  the  least  knowledge  of  the  attack  upon 
Paducah  until  after  it  was  made.  The  forces 
which  attacked  Paducah  came  up  from  the  south, 
through  Tennessee,  and  attacked  Paducah  from 
another  direction.  They  did  not  pass  Cairo  or 
near  Cairo.  TJie  attack  was  unexpected  by  the 
garrison  at  Paducah.  1  am  not  aware  that  the 
least  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  Forrest  was 
communicated  or  could  have  been  communi- 
cated to  General  Brayman  at  Cairo,  or  that  he 
had  any  jurisdiction  over  the  States  of  Tennessee 
or  Kentucky  through  which  Forrest  passed.  I 
am  not  aware  that  he  was  guilty  of  any  neglect 
in  not  knowing  that  Forrest  was  approaching 
Paducah.  I  do  not  understand  that  that  region 
of  country  was  within  his  command. 

1  have  felt  called  upon  to  say  this  much  injus- 
tice to  an  officer  in  command  at  Cairo  who  may, 
for  aught  1  know,  (l)ul  I  have  seen  no  evidence  of 
it  and  never  have  heard  the  intimation  before,) 
nave  been  derelict  in  not  sending  forces  to  Pa- 
ducah when  he  had  no  knowledge  that  an  attack 
was  to  be  made  upon  it,  and  I  am  yet  to  learn 
that  he  had  any  considerable  force  to  send  there. 

A  few  days  ago,  as  1  understand,  Columbus 
was  threatened  with  an  attack,  and  I  saw  by  the 
newspapers,  the  only  information  I  have  on  that 
subject,  that  reinforcements  were  sent  from  Cairo 
to  Columbus,  some  twenty  miles  distant;  and 
:il>out  the  time  that  the  forces  at  Columbus  were 
summoned  to  surrender,  it  so  happened  that  some 
veteran  regiments  were  returning  from  the  South, 
nnd  reached  Columbus  and  landed,  and  that  pre- 
vented, as  1  understand,  the  attack  U|)on  Co- 
luitibu.s,  atid  1  presume  the  forces  then  threaten- 
ing that  point  went  and  made  an  attack  upon  Fort 
Pillow,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  the  garrison 
there.  I  regret  as  much  as  any  one  that  the  gar- 
rison at  Fort  Pillow  was  forced  to  surrender.  I 
regret  the  capture  and  the  slaughter;  but  !  am  not 
disposed,  without  a  better  knowledge  of  the  facta 
than  I  possess,  to  cast  censure  or  to  imply  cen- 
sure upon  anyljody.  A  raid  of  this  kind  may 
occur;  it  is  not  an  event  which  is  to  have  any  con- 
siderable bearing  upon  the  result  of  the  war. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     !  think  it  is. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  it  is  not.  I  think 
the  capture  of  a  regim'nl  of  men  will  have  very  lit- 
tle influence  on  the  ri'sult. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  But  the  slaughter  of  men  after 
they  are  capiured  ! 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     The  slaughter  of  a  few 


men,  when  we  have  half  n  million  of  men  in  the 
field,  is  not  calculated  to  produce  any  great  result 
one  way  or  the  other.  It  may  change  the  mode 
of  our  carrying  on  the  war. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Exactly. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  inay  lead  to  retaliation. 
I  have  from  the  beginning  been  one  of  those  who 
were  in  favor  of  prosecuting  this  war  in  earnest. 
I  have  never  believed  that  we  could  carry  on  war 
peacefully,  or  that  war  meant  fighting  in  peace.  I 
supposed  that  it  meant  desolation,  destruction, 
and  death;  and  that  the  more  terrible  we  made 
this  war  to  the  enemies  of  the  country  the  sooner 
it  would  be  over,  and  in  the  end  jirobably  it  would 
be  a  mercy  to  the  rebels  them.selves  to  prosecute 
it  with  vigor  against  them. 

I  have  no  objection  to  this  resolution;  and  I  only 
rose  to  say  what  1  have  said  because  I  thought  it 
was  wrong  upon  this  sudden  information,  upon 
these  reports  that  have  reached  us  within  the  Inst 
twenty-four  hours,  which  may  be  exaggerated, 
which  may  be  highly  colored,  to  pass  any  opin- 
ions as  to  what  ought  to  be  done  in  the  future; 
and  above  all  I  thought  it  hasty  and  inconsiderate 
to  cast  censure  on  our  commanding  officers  any- 
where until  we  were  more  fully  advised  as  to  the 
facts.  I  am  for  the  resolution;  I  want  the  in- 
formation; but  before  we  get  it  and  in  advance  I 
am  for  condemning  nobody. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  If  I  understand  the  proposi- 
tion now  before  the  Senate,  it  is  this:  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  has  modified  his  resolution  eo  as 
to  allow  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war 
to  obtain  the  information  that  is  desired  in  such 
manner  and  such  time  as  they  see  fit. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  imme- 
diate question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  California. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  shall  vote  againsttheamend- 
ment  of  the  Senator  from  California.  I  think  this 
is  as  grave  a  question  as  can  possibly  be  brought 
before  the  Senate,  and  one  that  may  entirely 
change  the  character  of  this  war;  and  I  think, 
therefore,  that  it  would  be  well  for  the  Senate  to 
instruct  some  one  of  its  organs,  some  one  of  its 
committees — I  do  not  care  what  that  committee 
may  be — to  thoroughly  investigate  this  whole 
subject;  and  I  would  be  willing  at  the  same  time 
to  instruct  the  Secretary  of  War  to  do  the  same 
thing.  Indeed,  I  understand  that  he  proposes  to 
do  it  without  any  instruction;  he  has  already 
taken  the  steps  to  do  it.  That,  however,  does 
not  dispense  with  the  propriety,  and  1  think  the 
necessity,  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
taking  some  action  through  the  agents  they  may 
appoint — some  of  the  organs  of  this  body — to 
ferret  ilie  whole  transaction-to  the  bottom,  where- 
by we  shall  get  intelligent  information,  not  only 
through  the  War  Department  but  through  our 
own  committee.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the 
Senate  ought  to  vote  down  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  California,  and  then  adopt  the  reso- 
lution as  it  has  been  modified  by  the  Senator 
from  Michigan. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  state  the  question,  lost  there  be  misapprehen- 
sion. The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Cal- 
ifornia not  only  proposes  to  substitute  the  "  Sec- 
retary of  War"  for  the  "  committee  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  war,"  but  also  proposes  to  modify 
the  subsequent  part  of  the  resolution  in  regard  to 
sending  a  person  to  .the  vicinity.  The  Senator 
from  Michigan  pi-oposes  to  accept  the  latter 
amendment,  but  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  do  so, 
an  amendment  having  been  moved  and  being 
pending  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  For  the  purpose  of  simpli- 
fying this  inalter,  I  withdraw  at  present  my 
amendment.  It  is  evident  that  if  the  Senate  de- 
sires to  instruct  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the 
war  to  make  this  investigation,  the  amendment 
which  I  have  proj)osed  will  not  be  adopted,  and 
as  it  complicates  the  question  at  present  I  with- 
dTaw  it.  But  while  1  am  up,  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Senator  who  presented  this  resolution  and  the 
Senator  from  Iowa,  what  they  propose  to  do.'  1 
desire  to  say  in  advance  that  1  am  not  against  ac- 
quiring what  information  we  can  on  this  subject, 
but  I  ask  what  will  they  projiose  that  Congress 
shall  do  in  case  the  fact  shall  be  ascertained  to  be 
as  it  has  been  slated  r 

Mr.  GRIMES.  That  depends  on  the  infoVm- 
otion. 

Mr.  CONNRSS.     Admit   that  the  ntatementa 


now  made  be  ascertained   to  be  true,  what  will 
Congress  do  about  it  ? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  will  state  that  I  remarked  when  I  was  up  before 
that  if  we  shall  obtain  a  verification  of  the  rumors 
alluded  to  in  the  resolution,  I  shall  deem  It  my 
duty  to  present  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  enact- 
ment into  a  law,  requiring  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States 
to  retaliate  upon  the  enemy  in  the  most  vigorous 
mode  practicable. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  may  as  well  say  also  before 
I  take  my  seal  that  the  massacre  has  been  an  in- 
discriminate one  so  far  as  the  information  we 
ha*e  received  illustrates  it.  It  is  not  confined  to 
negroes  wearing  the  uniform  of  the  United  States, 
but  white  and  black  alike  are  reported  to  have 
been  put  to  death.  1  desire  to  make  this  statement 
because  the  reported  facts  as  we  have  them  now 
bear  it  out.  It  was  not  confined  to  negroes  alone. 
1  certainly  have  no  objection  to  the  obtainment 
of  this  information,  but  I  believe  that  the  War 
Department  nevertheless  is  the  legitimate  channel, 
and  that  that  Department,  governed  and  controlled 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  namely,  the  Presi- 
dent, should  direct  at  once,  and  it  belongs  to  him 
to  direct,  the  execution  of  such  measures  as  are 
necessary  to  put  a  stop  to  this. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Suppose  the  President  of 
the  United  States  refuses  or  neglects  this  duty  of 
retaliation,  what  would  the  Senator  do  then? 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  think  I  would  take  him 
and  send  him  to  another  fort  that  would  very 
likely  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  let  him  take 
the  consequences. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chairwill 
state  the  pending  question.  The  Senator  from 
California  withdraws  his  amendment,  and  the 
question  now  is  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
as  it  was  originally  introduced.  It  is  competent 
now  for  the  Senator  from  Michigan  to  modify  hia 
resolution  if  he  desires  to  do  so. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  agree  to  the  suggested 
amendment,  to  strike  out  tire  special  instruction 
to  the  committee  to  repair  to  the  neighborhood. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  resolution 
will  be  so  modified. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Then  I  take  it  there  is  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion  about  it.  We  are  all  satisfied 
to  pass  the  resolution  in  that  form.  The  Secre- 
tary of  War  certainly  needs  no  prompting  in  this 
matter,  and  the  committee  can  act  for  the  Senate. 
I  wish  simply  to  say,  however,  that  the  sugges- 
tion made  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland  in  re- 
gard to  inquiring  into  the  management  in  that 
military  dcpartmeiu  might  well  be  incorporated 
into  the  resolution, and  this  committee  might  irt- 
quire  into  it,  and  probably  have  the  power  to  do 
3o  now.  r understand  that  General  Sherman  re- 
ports to  the  War  Department  that  he  ordered  this 
place  to  be  evacuated, and  is  surprised  that  it  was 
not,  and  there  is  a  responsibility  somewhere  that, 
it  was  not  evacuated.  I  will  say  a  word  further,  as 
this  matter  is  up  and  excites  our  feelings  nnd  in- 
terests the  country.  It  is  said  that  white  men  have 
been  butchered  as  well  as  black  men;  but  I  think 
the  evidence  goes  to  show  that  ihey  were  butch-  ; 
ered  because  they  were  with  the  black  men.  That  ^ 
was  probably  the  exciting  cause  of  it. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     That  is  an  inference  only. 

Mr.  WILSON.  While  we  are  righting  this 
matter,  while  this  is  before  the  country,  1  hone 
it  will  impress  upon  Congress,  and  especially 
upon  the  other  branch,  the  propriety  of  |Kissii)g 
a  bill  that  passed  this  branch  si.x  weeks  ago  to  do 
justice  to  the  colored  troops  of  the  country. 

The  PRESIDINCt  OFFICER.  The  resolu- 
tion, as  modified,  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  thf  joint  rommittce  on  llio  conduct  of  the 
war  be,  and  they  arc  licrcby,  insirucloil  to  inquire  iiitotho 
irntli  of  tile  rumored  slaugiiior  of  tlic  Union  troops  alter 
tlicir  surrender  at  tlie  recent  attacit  of  ilic  rcljel  fmccs  upon 
Fori  Pillow, 'J'ennesscc,  and  llial  liny  report  riie  I'aeLs  to 
Congress  as  soon  as  possililr. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  I  understood  the  amendment 
which  1  ofTered  lo  be  accepted  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Michigan.  > 

Mr.  HOWARD.  1  suggested  that  the  honor- 
able member  should  draw  his  amendment,  and  I 
should  liav(>  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  propose  to  amend  by  add- 
ing "ami  also  whether  Fort  Pillow  could  have 
been  sufficiently  reinforced  or  evacuated,  and  if 
HO,  why  it  was  not  done." 
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Mr.  HOWARD.     I  accept  the  amendment. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     The  question 
is  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  modified. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed  the  fol- 
lowing bills  and  joint  resolution;  in  which  it  re- 
quested the. concurrence  of  the  Senate: 

A  bill  (No.  183)  to  secure  the  speedy  trans- 
portation oftlie  mails; 

A  bill  (No.  406)  supplementary  to  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  grantpensions,"  approved  July 
14,1862; 

A  bill  (No.  407)  authorizing  the  establishment 
of  ocean  mail  steamship  service  between  the 
United  Statics  and  Brazil; 

A  bill  (No.  408)  for  the  relief  of  postmasters 
who  have  been  robbed  by  confederate  forces  or 
rebel  guerrillas;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  65)  directing  the  com- 
mittee on  the  conduct  of  the  war  to  examine  into 
the  recent  attack  on  Fort  Pillow. 

ENEOLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  the 
following  enrolled  bills: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  206)  in  addition  to  an  act 
for  the  establishment  of  certain  arsenals;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  228)  confirming  the  title  of 
Joseph  Ford  to  certain  lands  in  Rice  county,  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota. 

TAX  SALES  IN  INSURRECTIONARY  DISTRICTS. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  special 
order  of  the  day  v/ill  now  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  con- 
gents  that  the  special  order  of  the  day  mav  be 
passed  over  informally  for  the  present,  that  Sen- 
ate bill  No.  171  may  be  considered. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  course 
will  be  taken,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  171)  further 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  collec- 
tion of  direct  taxes  in  the  insurrectionary  districts 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  June  7,  1862,  which  had  been  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides  that  in  any 
case  in  which  a  sale  of  lands  or  tenements  has 
been  or  shall  be  made  by  a  board  of  tax  commis- 
sioners, appointed  ])ursuantto  tlie  act  of  June  7, 
18C2,  and  a  certificate  of  sale  issued  by  the  board  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  it  sliall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  tax  commissioners  to  issue,  in  such 
form  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  pre- 
scribe, a  writ,  directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  the  lands  or  tenements  are  situ- 
ated, commanding  him  to  put  the  purchaser  or 
purchasers  forthwith  into  possession,  and  to  make 
return  of  his  proceedings  under  the  writ  within 
thirty  days  to  the  commissioners,  who  shall  keep 
a  record  of  their  proceedings  in  the  matter,  and 
who  may,  in  case  of  any  failure  on  the  part  of 
the  marshal  to  execute  the  first  writ,  issue  alias 
and  pluries  writs,  as  the  circumstances  may  to 
them  seem  to  require.  In  case  the  marshal  of 
'the  district  shall  he  unable,  either  by  himself  or 
by  deputy,  to  execute  the  writ,  or  in  case  there 
shall  be  no  marshal  of  the  United  States  within 
the  district  at  the  time  of  the  issuing  of  the  writ, 
it  may  be  executed  and  returned  by  any  fit  per- 
son, to  be  specially  appointed  by  the  board  of 
tax  commissioners  for  the  purpose,  which  ap- 
pointment shall  be  in  writing,  and  indorsed  on 
the  writ.  But  where  the  lands  or  tenements  so 
sold  shall,  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  be  occupied 
by  the  United  States  authorities  for  hospital  or 
other  purposes,  the  issuing  of  the  writ  shall  be 
Buspendcd  during  such  occupancy,  and  the  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers  of  such  lands  or  tenements 
shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  such  rent  or  com- 
pensation for  their  uso  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Treasury,  under  regulations  prescribed  by  him, 
shall  order  or  direct. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  proposed  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  second  section, 
which  is  as  follows: 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  lie  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  any  certificate 
ofsale  of  any  lands  or  tenements  may,  for  a  fee  of  one  dollar, 
be  H'corded  in  tlie  office  oftlie  cleric  oftlie  district  court  of 
tlie  United  States  oftlie  district  in  which  such  lands  or  tene- 
ments may  be  situate,  in  a  booli  to  he  kept  for  that  purpose, 
and  a  copy  of  the  record  of  such  certificate,  duly  certified  by 
the  clerk  of  such  court  to  be  a  copy  of  sucli  record,  sliall  tie 
evidence  in  any  court,  with  the  same  effect  in  all  respects  as 
the  original  certificate  of  sale  :  and  any  assignment  by  the 
owner  ofsuch  certificate  of  sale,  wlien  sucli  assignment  shall 
be  duly  acknowledged  before  any  commissioner  or  judge  of 
any  court  of  the  United  States,  or  before  a  tax  ronimissioner 
oftlie  properdistrict.and  theacknowledgment  duly  certified 
by  the  officer  taking  the  same,  may  also  bo  recorded  in  like 
manneras  the  original  certificate,andacopy  of  such  assign- 
ment, certified  bysaid  clerk,  shall  be  admitted  in  evidence  in 
any  court  oftlie  same  effect  as  the  original  assignment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  also  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
third  section,  as  follows: 

Sec.  3.  ^nrf  le  i</M?-/A.C7-c)iacfe(?,  That  any  lands  or  ten- 
ements, parcels  or  lots  of  lands,  which  have  been  or  may 
be  selected  under  the  direction  of  the  President  for  Govern- 
ment use,  for  war,  military,  naval,  revenue,  charitable,  edu- 
cational, or  police  purposes,  or  which  have  been  or  may  be 
purcliased  at  any  sale  made  by  a  board  of  tax  commissioners 
fertile  United  States,  may,  when  held  in  larger  lots  or  [lar- 
cels,  be  divided  into  parcels  or  lots  of  not  more  than  I'orty 
acres  each,  and  prciimption  rights  in  siicli  parc(,'ls  orlots  of 
land  may  be  granted  by  theboard  of  tax  coniinissioners  un- 
der orders  issued  by  the  President,  on  such  terms  as  he  sliall 
direct  to  sucli  classes  of  nieritorious  persons  who  shall  have 
rendered  service  in  suppressing  the  present  rebellion,  and 
who  shall  reside  in  the  State  where  such  lots  or  parcels  of 
land  are  situate,  and  prior  to  the  sale  thereof  by  the  proper 
board  of  tax  commissioners  shall  have  entered  upon  and 
cultivated  a  part  of  the  same,  as  he,  the  said  I'resident,  shall 
direct,  sucli  pieiimption  rights  to  be  granted  by  certificates 
to  be  issued  by  the  said  botyd  of  tax  commissioners. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  after  the  time 
allowed  for  the  redemption  of  any  lands  or  tene- 
ments which  have  been  or  shall  be  sold  by  a  board 
of  tax  commissioners  shall  have  elapsed,  and  after 
the  purchase  money  shall  have  been  fully  paid, 
the  President  is  to  cause  a  patent  or  patents  to  be 
issued  to  any  such  person  as  may  be  the  bona  fide 
purchaser,  owner,  assignee,  or  transferree  of  such 
lands  or  tenements  under  and  by  virtue  of  any 
certificates  ofsale,  or  under  and  by  virtue  of  any 
assignment  or  transfer  of  such  certificate,  with  a 
proviso  that  in  case  of  an  assignment  or  transfer 
of  a  certificate  of  'fealc,  the  person  applying  for 
such  patent  shall  give  satisfactory  proof  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Latid  Oflice  of  the 
preceding  transfers  or  assignments;  and  that  own- 
ers or  holders  of  certificates  of  preemption  issued 
by  any  board  of  tax  commissioners  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  patents  on  the  same  terms  and  in  the  same 
way  as  the  owners  or  hold(i|iS  of  certificates  of 
sale. 

The  committee  proposed  to  amend  the  section 
by  striking  out  the  following  proviso: 

Providci!,  That  in  case  of  an  assignment  or  transfer  of  a 
certificate  of  sale,  the  person  applying  for  such  palentshall 
give  satisfactory  proof  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  oftlie  preceding  transfers  or  assignments. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  do  not  think  that  amend- 
ment ought  to  be  adopted.  I  see  no  necessity  for 
giving  patents  to  these  parties.  I  have  never 
known  persons  in  any  State  of  the  Union  to  ob- 
tain a  patent  for  lands  acquired  under  a  tax  sale. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  1  will  state  to  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  that  this  amendment  is  to  strike  out 
that  clause. 

Mr.  POWELL.     I  beg  pardon. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  six,  of  sec- 
tion five,  to  strike  out  "  member  of  the  board," 
and  insert  "of  said  commissioners;"  so  as  to 
make  the  section  read: 

Seo.  5.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  a  majority  of  a 
board  of  tax  commissioners  shall  have  full  auihority  to 
transact  all  business  and  to  perform  all  duties  fequircii  hy 
law  to  be  performed  by  such  board,  and  no  proceedings  of 
any  board  of  tax  commissioners  sliall  be  void  or  invalid  in 
consequence  of  the  abscneo  of  any  one  of  snUl  coininis- 
sioiiers. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing provisos  at  the  end  of  section  five: 

Provided,  Itoweocr,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  competent 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  is  Iwreliy  author- 
ized, to  set  aside  any  sale  or  sales  made  by  any  board  of  tax 
commissioners  incase  he  shall  deem  any  sucii  sale  or  sales 
to  have  been  improperly  or  unfairly  made  :  Provided  also, 
That  unless  any  sale  lieretofore  made  shall  be  declared  by 
him  invalid  within  sixty  days  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
or  any  sale  hereafter  made  shall  be  so  declared  within  sixty 
days  after  tlie  date  ofsuch  sale,  said  sales  shall  be  deemed 
valid. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing clause  at  the  end  of  section  six: 

And  after  the  payment  of  all  liens,  general  creditors  ot 
such  persons  whose  lands  or  tenements  shall  have  been  sold 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  paid  out  of  such  proceeds  if  sufficient 
for  the  purpose;  or  if  not  sufficient,  the  balance  shall  bo  dis- 
tributed among  them,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  and 
on  proof  to  be  presented  as  aforesaid. 

So  as  to  make  the  section  read: 

Sec.  6.  ^iid  lie  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  any  lien  creditor 
(being  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States  from  the  com- 
mencement of  this  rebellion,  or  alien  subject  of  a  friendly 
nation  wlio  shall  not  have  taken  part  against  the  United 
States  in  this  rebellion)  of  a  person  whose  lands  or  tene- 
ments shall  have  been  sold  by  a  board  of  tax  commission- 
ers and  not  redeemed,  shall,  after  the  period  of  redemption 
has  elapsed,  be  entitled  to  payment  out  of  the  balance  of 
the  proceeds  ofsale  of  sueii  lands  and  tonemenls,  after  the 
same  shall  have  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  oftlie  United 
States,  of  the  amount  of  Ins  lien,  if  a  sufiicient  sum  shall 
be  left  for  such  pnr|)ose  after  the  payment  of  all  claims  of 
the  United  Slates,  together  with  the  costs  and  expenses  of 
sale,  and  the  payment  of  all  prior  liens,  under  such  rules 
and  regulations,  and  after  cxhibilingsucli  proof  of  his  right 
as  the  Secretary  oftlie  Treasury  shall  prescribe. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  seventh  section  reqtiires  each  board  of  tax 
commissioners  to  file  in  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury  a  transcript  of  its  proceedings  from  time 
to  time  as  the  proceedings  shall  occur, and  dupli- 
cates of  all  orders,  resolutions,  documents,  and 
papers,  drafts,  plats,  and  maps  of  surveys,  made 
or  issued  by  them,  and  as  often  and  under  such 
regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
prescribe;  and  copies  of  any  of  such  orders,  reso- 
lutions, documents,  papers, or  proceedings,  duly 
certified  to  be  full  and  correct  copies,  under  the 
hand  of  the  Secretary  or  of  the  officer  having  cus- 
tody of  the  transcripts  and  duplicates,  under  the 
seal  of  the  Treasury,  shall  be  evidence  witli  the 
same  effect  as  the  originals. 

The  eighth  section  provides  the  expenses  caused 
by  or  incident  to  the  proceedings  of  any  board  of 
tax  commissioners  shall  be  paid  by  the  commis- 
sioners out  of  the  [iroceeds  of  the  sales  which  have 
been  or  shall  be  made  by  them  of  any  lands  or 
tenements;  but  the  bills  of  such  expenses  are  to  be 
first  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Under  the  ninth  section  in  any  case  in  which 
lands  shall  be  redeemed  after  sale  made  by  the 
board  of  commissioners,  by  the  owner  complying 
with  all  the  provisions  of  law  relating  to  redemp- 
tion necessary  to  be  complied  with  on  his  part, 
the  board  is  to  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury the  fact  that  such  lands  have  been  redeemed, 
the  amount  of  the  jiurchase  money  paid  by  the 
purchaser,  and  when  the  purchase  money  was 
paid,  together  with  such  other  circumstances  as 
the  Secretary  by  general  regulation  or  special  in- 
structionsshall  require, and  theSecretary,oii  being 
satisfied  that  the  lands  have  been  duly  redeemed, 
shall  repay,  by  draft  drawn  on  the  I'rtasurer  of 
the  United  States,  the  purchaser  the  princi|iul  and 
interest  of  the  purchase  money;  and  the  [lurchuser 
shall  forthwith  deliver  possession  lo  the  ovvnerso 
redeeming;  but  no  owner  is  to  be  entitled  to  re- 
deem unless,  in  addition  to  the  oath  jirescribed  by 
existing  laws,  he  shall  swear  that  he  has  not  taken 
jiartwith  the  insurgents  in  this  present  rebellion, 
or  in  any  way  given  tlictn  aid  oroonitort,  and  shall 
satisfy  the  board  of  commissioners  that  this  oath 
is  true;  and  a  tenant,  at  sulfeiance  or  at  will,  is  not 
lo  be  allowed  to  redeem,  nor  is  a  tenant  for  yeara 
to  be  allowed  to  redeem  unless  he  shall  satisfy  the 
board  of  commissioiuMS,  in  adiliiion  to  Ihe  other 
requirements  of  the  law,  that  the  owner  of  the  re- 
versionary estate  has  been  loyal  and  not  in  any 
manner  engaged  in  this  rebellion,  nor  in  giving 
aid  or  comfort  to  the  rebels. 
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Mr.  TEN  KYCK.  1  move  to  strike  out  llie 
whole  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  which  author- 
izes the  commissioners  who  make  sale  of  lands  to 
issue  awarranLto  put  thepurcliasor  in  possession. 
1  make  the  motion  because  1  believe  that  provision 
is  an  anomalous  one,  without  precedent.  It  nu- 
ihorizes  the  commissioners  who  under  the  act  we 
passed  two  years  ago  make  sale  of  these  lands 
for  taxes,  to  issue  their  warrant  to  put  the  pur- 
chaser of  such  lands  into  immediate  possession. 
The  same  persons  who  make  sale  of  the  lands  are 
to  issue  a  writ  of  possession  to  nut  the  purchaser 
immediately  in  possession.  I  do  not  know  how 
it  is  in  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  but  in  some  of 
them,  and  especially  in  my  own,  where  a  sale  of 
lands  is  made  under  a  tax-warrant  the  purchaser 
acquires  the  title,  and  if  there  is  no  person  in  pos- 
session to  interfere  with  him,  he  enters  into  pos- 
session at  once  and  has  the  benefit  of  his  purchase; 
but  if  a  third  party  is  upon  the  land  claiming  a 
right  or  title  to  it,  tliNt  matter  has  to  be  investi- 
gated and  adjudicated  and  decided  upon;  and  it 
seems  to  me  proper  and  right  that  such  should  be 
the  case.  So  here  there  may  be  a  ]iarty  in  pos- 
."jession  of  the  lands  thus  sold;  there  maybe  upon 
these  very  lands  thus  disposed  of  by  these  tax 
commissioners  third  parties  claiming  right  and 
title  to  the  lands;  and  yet,  by  the  provision  of 
this  firstspction,  if  these  commissioners  make  sale 
of  the  lands,  they  are  authorized  and  armed  with 
the  power  to  issue  tlieir  precept  and  the  purchaser 
is  to  be  put  in  possession  without  txuy  adjudica- 
tion or  hearing  whatever. 

It  maybe  that  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  case  some  difficulty  might  arise  in  finding 
a  court  to  which  to  appeal  for  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing the  adjudication;  and  perhaps  that  is  the  rea- 
son why  this  section  lias  been  incorpoiated  into 
the  bill  in  the  shape  in  which  it  is  and  anomalous 
aa  it  is;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  although  it  is 
highly  desirable  to  put  the  purchaser  in  posses- 
sion, cases  may  arise  where  the  rights  of  third 
parties  might  be  very  seriously  interfered  with 
and  impaired  by  doing  so.  That  is  the  reason 
why  I  move  to  strike  out  the  section. 

Mr  HARRIS.  Mr.  President,  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  are  asked  for  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Internal  Revenue  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting  the 
bill  already  in  i'orce  fur  the  collection  of  direct 
taxes  in  insurrectionary  districts.  This  section 
providi'S  that  when  a  sale  of  lands  or  taxes  in 
those  districts  shall  have  been  made,  the  com- 
missioners may  issue  process  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  the  purehasfrin  poesession.  This  is  the 
object  and  tiie  only  object  of  this  section  of  the 
bill.  It  is  deemed  wise  and  indeed  necessary 
that  this  |>rovision  should  be  made.  There  are 
no  courts  jn  that  section  of  the  country  where  this 
law  is  apjilicable,  and  it  is  necessary  to  invest  the 
commissioners  with  this  power,  or  the  purchaser 
will  not  have  the  effect  of  his  purchase. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Mr.  President,  I  concur  with 
the  honoraijle  Senator  from  New.Terswy  that  this 
section  should  be  stricken  out.  The  whole  effect 
of  the  section,  as  has  been  stated  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  New  York,  is  to  authorize  the 
commi.ssionersf  who  sell  this  properly  on  behalf 
of  the  Government  for  taxes  to  issue  a  writ  of 
habere  facias  and  deliver  possession.  1  do  not 
think  it  lias  been  the  custom  in  this  or  any  other 
country  to  allow  the  officer  who  makes  sale  of 
properly  for  taxes  or  for  luiy  other  delinquency 
to  i:4Kue  his  writ  to  a  marslial  and  have  the  party 
that  may  f)eMceably  b(!  in  actual  possession  ousted. 
Why,  sir,  do  you  pass  this  section  .'  Do  you  not 
Bee  at  once  that  by  its  passage  the  doors  are  open 
to  fraud  and  collusion  between  the  commission- 
ers and  speculators?  The  property  sold  may  not 
be  really  liaijle  to  sale  for  taxes;  an  honest  bona 
fide  liolder  of  the  title,  a  loyal  citizen,  may  be  in 
possession;  and  yet,  through  the  instrumentality 
perhaps  of  these  tax  commissioner.nand  outsiders 
who  connive  with  them,  they  may  sell  the  prop- 
erty as  if  it  were  liable  to  taxes;  and  these  com- 
missioners will  have  the  right,  if  the  bill  shall 
pas.s  with  ihi.s  section  in  it,  to  issue  a  writ  of 
habere  faciuH  and  have  this  honest  man  turned 
out.  Whenever  the  Government,  either  State  or 
national,  sells  properly  for  taxes,  it  should  give 
the-  pur'-liaser  his  tax-deed,  and  if  there  are  oilier 
pariie.s  who  have  oilier  interests,  who  wi.sli  to 
reHiHl  thai  lax-mle,  allow  ihosi!  parlies  to  apfieal 
toihe  couria  to  settle  ihe  coiilending  and  conflict- 
ing lilies.   That  is  the  only  proper  way  to  reach  it. 


Not  only  is  this  provision  anomalous  but  it  is 
in  conflict  with  the  principles  settled  in  all  the 
States  of  the  Union,  and  it  opens  a  wide  door  tor 
fraud  and  corruption.  Let  the  commissioners 
make  their  sales,  let  them  give  their  tax-deeds; 
but  if  other  parties  are  in  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty and  refuse  to  relinquish  the  possession,  let 
them  appeal  to  the  courts  and  there  test  ihe 
strength  of  the  respective  titles.  That  is  the 
only  proper  course  of  proceeding  in  such  cases. 
1  hope  this  section  will  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  this  bill  is  likely  to  give 
rise  to  much  discussion,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to 
move  to  postpone  it  and  take  up  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  POWELL.  1  am  perfectly  willing  that  it 
shall  go  over. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Let  the  vote  be  taken.  If 
there  is  to  be  any  further  debate  I  will  yield  it. 

Mr.  POWELL.  There  will  be  further  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky informs  us  that  there  will  be  further  debate 
on  the  bill,  and  therefore  I  move  to  postpone  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Let  us  vote  on  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  al- 
lowing the  vote  to  be  taken  if  there  is  to  be  no 
further  debate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  puttheaucstion 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  TENEYCK,and  declared 
that  the  ayes  appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  HARRIS.     I  ask  for  a  division. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Pending  that  question  will 
it  be  in  order  to  move  to  postfione  the  bill.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Undoubtedly. 
.  Mr.  SHERMAN.  Then  I  move  that  this  bill 
be  jioslponed,  and  that  the  Senate  (iroceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SPECULATION  IN  GOLD. 

Tlie  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wliole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No.  106) 
prohibiting  speculative  tininsact ions  in  gold, silver, 
or  foreign  exchange,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark.) 
The  pending  question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Collamer,]  tostrike 
out  the  words  "  or  of  any  foreign  exchange,"  in 
the  eighth  lineof  the  first  section  of  the  amendment 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance;  and 
upon  that  question  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  lam  not  particularly  te- 
nacious about  that  amendment.  My  remarks  can 
be  made  just  as  well  in  relation  to  the  bill  atlarge. 
From  what  I  suggested  last  evening,  and  from 
what  then  was  on  my  mind,  I  thought  I  should 
take  somewhat  of  a  range  in  my  remarks,  more 
of  a  latitude  than  I  now  intend  to  do. 

Mr.  President,  this  bill  comes  before  us  based 
upon  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  has  been  read  here  at  the  desk,  in  which 
he  proposes  two  certain  remedies  for  our  finan- 
cial difficulties,  ^understood  them  to  be  a  com- 
plement of  each  oilier  by  his  letter,  that  the  two 
together  constitute  a  unity.  One  is  a  certain  bill 
which  he  says  in  his  letter  he  sent  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  which  I  take  to  be  and  will  treat 
10  be  the  same  bill  which  the  Finance  Committee 
sent  over  to  iIk;  House,  because  they  could  not 
enlertain  it,  it  being  a  bill  to  raise  revenue 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Both  bills  were  sent  to  each 
House. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  The  letter  of  the  Secre- 
taiy  seems  to  speak  of  it  as  a  bill  sent  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  but  I  lalve  it  to  be  the  same 
one  which  has  been  presented  in  the  House  of 
R(-presentatives,  which  bill,  as  presented  in  the 
House,  ill  its  outline  is  this,  that  the  banks  char- 
tered under  the  States  shall  be  subject  to  a  tax  of 
one  fourth  of  one  percent,  a  month  on  all  their 
circulation  for  one  year,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
year  they  shall  cease  to  have  any  right  to  issue 
for  circulation  at  all.  That  is  the  wayl  have  read 
that  bill.  That  is  the  way  I  understand  it.  The 
other,  which  is  a  complement  to  that,  is  the  bill 
now  before  us  to  prohibit  trading  and  iraliick- 
ing,  or  gambling,  if  you  please,  in  gold.  With 
tlu.'se  two  bills,  if  a  jiroper  bill  of  taxation  is 
(lassed  In  aildilion,  he  seems  to  think  that  the 
finance.s  will  float  well.  I  hope  they  will.  Certain 
it  is  that  our  condition  requires  it. 


And  here,  Mr.  President,  1  will  say,  in  the  first 
place,  that  although  it  is  true  that  some  features 
cifour  i.'jsue  of  paper  (and  I  speak  now  more  par- 
ticularly of  the  legal-tender  clause)  were  adopted 
contrary  to  my  opinion  in  relation  to  our  consti- 
tutional power,  I  have  no  desire  to  make  any  more 
words  about  that  at  all — not  that  1  have  cluinged 
my  opinion  on  that  subject,  but,  after  what  has 
taken  place,  after  the  amount  of  issue  that  has 
been  made,  considering  the  present  condition  of 
the  country,  and  this  being  our  great  circulating 
medium",  I  do  not  desire  to  disturb  it.  Nor  would 
1  say  a  word  at  any  time  which, even  if  regarded 
by  anybody  (and  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  be) 
could  by  possibility  haveany  effect  in  any  measure 
to  embarrass  the  circulation  of  the  present  exist- 
ing issue.  But  nevertheless,  when  a  question 
arises  as  to  our  constitutional  power  to  do  a  thing, 
1  take  it  every  man  must  be  his  own  judge  of 
what  is  his  duty  and  what  is  the  extent  of  his 
power  as  a  member  of  this  body.  If  he  agreed 
with  the  great  majority  of  the  body  there  would 
be  very  little  occasion  to  talk  about  it;  but  if  he 
should  happen  to  differ,  I  think  it  is  no  occasion 
of  censure  or  ill-feeling  at  all,  certainly  it  is  none 
with  me.  Let  other  gentlemen,  the  majority  in 
this  case,  entertain  a  different  opinion  in  relalion 
to  the  construction  of  the  Constitution — I  think 
they  are  as  responsible  to  their  own  consciimces 
as  1  am  to  mine;  but  1  think  it  ill  becomes  oiiher 
party,  if  they  differ  in  opinion  about  it,  to  set  down 
that  difl^erence  of  opinion  to  some  bad  motive  or 
some  bad  design.  It  was  insinuated,  I  may  say 
intimated,  yesterday  thatanybody  who  attempted 
in  any  way  to  embarrass  this  measure  Wiis  col- 
leaguing  with  the  enemies  of  the  country,  and  I 
made  my  remarks  in  consequence  of  that  asser- 
tion or  intimation. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  propose  to  say  a  few 
words  in  relation  to  the  operation  of  this  bill  if 
it  should  be  passed.  In  the  first  place,  I  will  say 
that  I  think  the  only  reliance  which  the  Govern- 
ment can  have  to  meet  its  pecuniary  liabilities 
consists  in  two  sources  of  income,  and  but  two: 
one  is  taxation,  and  the  other  loans.  There  are 
no  other  legitimate  sources  whatever.  All  the 
other  devices  and  expedients  that  are  resorted  to 
under  the  supposition  that  they  may  aid  them 
are  nothing  but  a  repetition  of  the  thousand  ex- 
periments which  the  world  has  tried  on  the  sub- 
ject of  currency,  which  always  liave  failed  and 
always  will.  We  may  talk  as  much  as  we  please 
about  having  at  present  in  this  country  a  cur- 
rency of  which  gold  is  no  standard  of  measure. 
Say  what  we  will  and  do  what  we  will,  it  is  utterly 
impossible  to  avoid  its  being  the  standard  of  meas- 
ure, because  it  is  the  standard  of  the  world,  un- 
less we  do  one  thing,  and  thatiSj  place  ourselves 
outside  of  that  world.  If  we  hold  commercial 
and  social  intercourse  with  mankind  at  large,  who 
recognize  gold  as  the  standard  of  value,  just  so 
long  will  it  be  the  standard  of  value  here.  It  can- 
not be  otherwise.  I  regard  this  billas  an  attempt 
or  device  of  that  kind,  well  intended,  all  honest 
enough;  but  the  history  of  the  world  is  replete 
with  similar  experiments,  all  of  which  have  been 
universal  failures. 

This  bill  treats  gold  as  an  article  of  commerce 
merely.  It  provides  against  the  buying  of  it  as 
an  article  of  commerce.  It  proposes  to  regulate 
it,  or  to  foubid  the  selling  of  it  in  a  certain  man- 
ner as  an  article  of  commerce,  an  article  of  )iur- 
chase  and  sale  to  be  paid  for  with  our  currency. 
The  currency  is  the  payment,  and  the  gold  is  the 
article.  The  bill  is  framed  on  that  idea.  That 
idea  may  be  (iraciically  true;  but  it  is,  after  all,  as 
experience  has  proved,  a  failure,  and  is  unavoid- 
abiya  failure.  Nobody  is  to  blame  for  that.  It 
cannot  be  avoided.  Devices  of  this  kind  cannot 
avoid  it.  I  am  unable  myself  to  perceive  how  it 
is  possible  that  this  measure  could  produce  any 
essential  effecl.  I  may  be  obtuse  in  my  percep- 
tions about  it.  I  may  not  have  the  material  for 
forming  an  opinion, even  if  I  was  competent  to 
form  one,  on  the  subject;  but  I  am  not  disposed 
to  make  an  issue  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury about  that.  His  opinion  may  be  lietler  than 
mine;  but  I  cannot  sec  how  this  bill  will  produce 
any  beneficial  results. 

The  truth  is,  the  proposition  goes  upon  a  wrong 
theory  in  another  respect.  It  ussumes  that  these 
peopli;  gamble,  if  you  please,  in  gold,  and  by  so 
doing  create  iluctuutioiis  in  its  price.  That  is  an 
entire  per  version  of  the  fuel  anWlruih.     Gold  does 
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not  fluctuate  in  price  Iiigli  and  low  because  they 
gamble  in  il ;  but  ihey  gamble  in  it  because  it  fluc- 
tuates, and  they  cannot  help  it.  Can  any  man 
suppose  thatganibl(M-s  would  agree  tostakc  money 
upon  a  contingiTicy  which  they  knew  to  be  within 
the  control  of  ciihor  one  of  tliem?  It  seems  tome 
8uch  a  supposition  is  perfect  nonsense.  If  these 
men  who  are  dealing,  trading,  and  trafliclcing, 
gambling,  if  you  please,  in  gold,  knew  that  each  of 
them  could  raise  it  up  or  pull  it  down,  that  ifwas 
in  any  way  within  their  control,  do  you  suppose 
they  would  venture  their  money  upon  h?  Not 
at  all.  It  is  the  subject-matter  of  gambling  be- 
cause it  is  in  itself  beyond  their  control,  fluctua- 
ting, wliicli  operation  depends  upon  a  variety  of 
considerations^fluctuating  in  price  as  compared 
with  the  currency,  which  currency  itself  fluctu- 
ates in  proportion  to  the  volume  of  it  and  in  pro- 
portion to  the  prospect  of  national  success.  A 
great  many  other  elements  may  enter  it  which  it 
is  not  necessary  now  to  mention.  But  the  fluc- 
tuation is  not  in  the  gold;  the  fluctuation  is  in  the 
currency,  and  it  is  a  fluctuation  utterly  beyond 
the  control  of  individuals.  This  gold  ring,  if  you 
call  it  so — 1  do  not  know  what  the  name  of  it  is — 
this  set  of  gamblers  in  New  York  meeting  in  tlieir 
own  way  cannot  control  the  relative  price  of  gold 
and  currency.  The  idea  is  thrown  out  that  by 
stopping  them  in  their  gambling  you  will  stop  the 
fluctuation.  It  seems  to  me  perfectly  obvious  that 
the  thing  is  entirely  the  other  way. 

It  is  suggested  to  me,  and  perhaps  it  may  be 
true — I  have  not  looked  into  that — thatthe  amount 
of  fluctuation  may  be  magnified  or  reduced  by 
tlie  efforts  of  the  people  engaged  in  this  trade. 
Now,  I  can  merely  say  that  if  that  is  true,  it  is 
just  as  true  of  any  other  material  article  of  trade 
as  of  gold. 

Mr.  COWAN.  It  can  be  put  down  as  well 
as  up. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  The  inducement  may  be 
to  keep  it  up  or  down,  and  when  two  men  make 
such  a  risk,  one  has  just  as  much  inducement  to 
reduce  as  the  other  has  to  elevate  it;  and  if  their 
efforts  are  alike  and  their  influence  alike,  they 
will  balance  each  other. 

Now,  take  the  article  of  flour.  Will  not  flour 
fluctuate  in  its  price  as  compared  wiili  currency, 
as  that  currency  itself  is  affected  by  the  different 
elements  which  1  have  mentioned.'  Of  course  it 
will.  If  I  make  a  contract,  in  writing,  if  you  please, 
to  remove  it  from  all  questions  about  the  old 
statute  of  frauds  and  perjuries,  with  my  brother 
Fessenden  that  if  he  will  deliver  to  me  a  thou- 
sand barrels  of  flour  on  the  1st  day  of  July  next 
I  will  pay  him  $7,000  in  currency  therefor,  what 
is  that  contract.'  Is  there  anything  unlawful  in 
it.?  Certainly  not.  Have  I  not  then  a  direct  in- 
ducement to  use  my  best  efforts  to  make  that 
currency  as  low  as  1  can  by  next  July  when  I 
l)ave  that  money  to  pay.'  Have  I  not  precisely 
the  same  inducement  as  if  I  had  made  thatarrange- 
ment  for  the  delivery  of  gold.'  If  there  is  any 
difference,  I   should  like  to  have  it  pointed  out. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  every  essential  and 
material  article  of  trade.  It  is  a  very  common 
thing  in  the  vicinity  of  where  I  live,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  clip  of  wool,  as  we  call  it,  shearing 
time,  for  a  man  to  go  to  a  wool-grower  and  say, 
"  If  you  will  deliver  me  your  clip  of  wool  on  the 
1st  day  of  July  next  I  will  pay  you  one  dollar  a 
pound  in  currency  for  it;"  and  the  writing  is 
made  accordingly.  Now,  clearly,  if  the  man  who 
thus  agreed  in  writing  to  deliver  the  wool  should 
not  do  it,  the  other  man  would  recover  the  differ- 
ence of  price  at  the  lime  of  delivery  between  the 
actual  price  in  the  market  and  what  he  was  to 
pay^  If  the  question  should  arise,  and  the  man 
should  not  di;livcr  the  wool,  he  would  recover 
that  balance.  If  it  falls,  and  he  does  deliver  it, 
and  the  man  will  not  pay  for  it,  he  could  recover 
the,  balance.  Now,  there  is  nothing  in  that  con- 
tract which  1  have  mentioned  about  wool  that  I 
liavc  heard  suggested  as  being  an  unlawful  one, 
or  even  a  gambling  one;  and  if  it  were  a  gambling 
contract  it  would  be  unlawful. 

Mr.  President,  1  am  well  aware  that  the  precise 
definition  of  gambling  contracts  has  fluctuated  a 
great  deal  at  different  times  in  the  world.  Differ- 
ent States  have  not  alv/ays  holden  precisely  the 
fiume  rule  in  relation  to  them.  The  general  prin- 
ciple is,  that  if  there  lie  a  contract,  an  agreement 
made  depending  upon  a  contingency  in  and  about 
a  sulycct-matter  in  which  the  parties  have  no  m- 


terest  except  what  they  make  by  their  bargain, 
that  is  a  gambling  contract  and  it  is  unlawful;  but 
the  courts  have  not  always  so  holdon.  Suppose 
I  say  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Cowan],  "  How  much  will  you  insure  me  a  quar- 
ter of  such  a  ship  on  a  voyage  to  Liverpool  (or?" 
supposing  the  quarter  to  be  worth  $10,000.  He 
says  to  me,  "  Do  you  own  any  quarter  there  .'" 
"  No,  I  do  not  own  anything  there;  but  what  is 
that  to  you.'  If  I  pay  you  a  premium  that  is  a 
reasonaule  one,  and  such  as  you  are  willing  to  re- 
ceive, and  you  insure  for  me,  interest  or  no  in- 
terest, what  is  that  to  you'.'"  Suppose  he  enters 
into  that  contract.  That  is  a  gambling  contract. 
I  had  no  interest  in  the  ship.  If  I  had  made  the 
insurance  on  a  fictitious  ship,  it  would  have  been 
worse  yet.  Neither  of  us  have  any  interest  in 
either  of  these,  except  v/hat  is  made  by  the  con- 
tract.    That  makes  the  contract  itself  a  wager. 

Now, in  this  case,  if  a  man  should  make  an 
agreement  with  another  to  take  aquatitity  of  gold 
at  a  certain  rate  of  price  at  a  future  day,  when  he 
had  DO  gold,  it  would  be  a  wagering  contract; 
and  under  the  general  principles  of  law,  as  I  un- 
derstand them,  a  court  would  so  hold,  if  they 
should  go  there;  but  the  difliculty  is  that  they 
never  do  go  there.  These  folks  never  resort  to 
the  courts.  You  never  hear  of  a  case  in  the 
courts  from  them,  and  there  never  will  be.  If  a 
man  does  not  live  up  to  his  agreements  in  their 
circle,  he  is  read  out  of  the  board;  he  is  expelled; 
as  the  common  term  is,  he  is  black-balled;  he  is 
put  in  Coventry.  They  never  resort  to  law  about 
It.  I  believe  they  are  so  utterly  lawless  that  I 
have  no  idea  that  if  we  make  any  law  about  it 
the  courts  will  ever  be  appealed  to  one  way  or 
the  other.  It  is  a  matter  which  they  always  set- 
tle in  their  own  way;  and  hence^  believe  this  bill 
will  be  entirely  inoperative.* 

I  did  not  mean  to  occupy  even  so  much  time  as  I 
have  upon  the  question  of  whether  this  bill  would 
be  good  for  anything.  My  opinion  is  thatitis  one 
of  those  devices  v/hich,  when  pressed,  men  will 
resort  to  to  get  along  in  troubles  which,  in  their 
nature,  they  are  incapable  of  affecting,  and  the 
experience  of  the  world  shows  it.  But  for  the 
remarks  that  were  made  yesterday  I  should  not 
have  troubled  the  Senateeven  with  ttiese  remarks 
on  the  subject,  perhaps,  but  should  have  contented 
myself  with  a  silent  vote  if  no  other  obstacle  had 
been  interposed,  and  allowed  the  Secretary,  if  he 
wanted  to  do  so,  to  try  it.  I  have  no  doubt  in  the 
world  that  it  is  well  intended,  but  still  my  view  of 
it  is  such  as  I  have  expressed. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  another  difficulty. 
Contracts  have  their  obligation  determined  by  tlie 
lex  loci  contractus;  and  if  a  contract  is  a  good  and 
lawful  one  where  it  is  made,  il  can  be  enforced 
anywhere  before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion; but,  to  be  sure,  in  enforcing  it,  it  is  subject 
to  the  lex  loci  fori.  In  considering  that  contract 
it  is  construed  according  to  the  law  under  which 
it  was  made;  in  executing  it,  whether  by  seizing 
the  body  or  taking  the  property,  or  whether  the 
statute  of  limitations  applies,  or  anything  of  that 
kind,  depends  on  the  laws  of  the  place  to  which 
the  court  belongs. 

Now,  let  us  take  some  of  these  contracts  as  an 
illustration.  Take,  for  instance,  if  you  please, 
the  contract  I  have  mentioned  about  wool — a  good, 
lawful  contract  by  the  laws  under  which  it  is 
made.  Can  Congress  say  tluit,  inasmuch  as  the 
contract  to  pay  the  money  for  that  wool  on  a  future 
day  made  it  directly  the  interest  of  the  purchaser 
to  depreciate  the  public  currency,  therefore  it  shall 
be  void.'  If  all  the  contracts  in  relation  to  that 
subject  were  made  in  the  same  way — and  a  great 
many  of  them  are  made  iti  the  way  I  have  men- 
tioned— and  were  all  put  together,  it  would  be  in- 
fluence enough  to  affect  the  currency.  There  are 
eighty  million  pounds  of  wool  raised  and  sold  in 
this  country  luinually,  at  from  fifty  cents  to  one 
dollar  a  pound — it  is  worth  a  ilollar  probably  now 
— and  if  that  were  put  together  it  would  be  money 
enough,  if  used  h^  those  who  are  interested  in  de- 
preciating it  for  that  |)articular  subject,  to  be  Ml 
and  appreciated  by  the  countiy  in  its  currency. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  Congress  have  the  power 
to  declare  that  contract,  and  all  contracts  of  that 
character  made  for  sale  upon  a  credit  to  be  paid 
at  a  future  day,  becau.se  those  consequences  may 
be  incurred  of  a  depreciation  of  the  currency,  void 
in  all  the  States  of  the  Union?  Whctlier tlie  con- 
tract is  for  flour  or  for  tobacco  or  for  whisky  or 


beef  or  pork  or  wheat,  be  it  what  it  may,  espe- 
cially if  it  is  on  a  very  large  scale,  can  we  on  the 
ground  that  we  suspect  or  really  believe  that  it 
will  affect  the  currency,  make  a  law  to  forbid  it, 
and  put  an  end  to  it,  and  to  all  credit  for  the  same 
reason .' 

Such  is  the  sweep  of  what  is  claimed  in  this 
bill.  It  is  claimed  that  we  can  vacate,  dtclare 
void  and  unlawful,  a  contract  made  for  the  ]iur- 
chase  of  gold  at  a  day  to  come,  deliverable  there-' 
after.  You  might  just  ns  well  declare  all  the  con- 
tracts I  have  mentioned  to  be  void.  Sir,  we  should 
bear  in  mitid  that  the  great  contracts  which  are 
now  made  by  our  Government  for  its  Army  sup- 
plies are  made  with  people  who  have  not  those 
articles.  A  man  will  contract  with  the  Govern- 
ment to  deliver  to  them,  if  you  please,  ten  thou- 
sand barrels  of  flour.  Fie  has  not  a  barrel  of  flour 
on  hand;  but  he  contracts  to  deliver  it  at  a  certain 
time,  and  then  to  be  paid  a  certain  sum.  He  lius 
to  go  and  make  contracts  with  people  who  have 
flour  or  who  can  get  it  for  delivery  at  a  future 
day  as  he  wants,  and  to  be  paid  for  at  a  future 
day,  and  all  this  subject  to  the  fluctuations  of  the 
currency,  agreeing  with  them  upon  tlie  price.  He 
has  to  run  the  risk  whether  it  should  rise  or  fall. 
He  is  made  directly  interested  in  proportion  to  the' 
size  of  his  contract  in  endeavoring  to  depreciate 
the  currency,  that  he  may  meet  his  contracteasily. 

Mr.  President,  it  will  next  be  observed  that  if 
Congress  has  the  power  to  declare  those  contracts 
v/hich  are  lawful  in  the  States  in  which  they  are 
made,  unlawful  and  even  criminal,  it  follows  as 
a  necessary  corollary  that  they  have  the  right 
to  declare  this  sort  of  contracts  and  proceedings 
made  by  the  people  in  the  different  States,  which 
are  unlawful  by  the  laws  of  the  States  themselves, 
lawful.  Theone  is  ji  necessary  corollary  of  the 
other  power.  If  any  Slate  sees  fit,  for  instance, 
acting  as  wisely  (in  the  opinion  of  soine  gentle- 
men) as  the  State  of  Maine  and  some  others  have 
done,  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
Congress  can  repeal  it.  If  the  States  pass  laws 
of  that  kind  in  relation  to  contracts  whicli  they 
regard  as  contra  bonos  mores,  are  they  subject 
always  to  be  overruled  by  Congress  from  time 
to  time  if  Congress  think  that  they  in  any  way 
affect  the  national  public  interest? 

Sir,  1  am  not  prepared  to  subscribe  to  a  doc- 
trine of  this  kind,  and  I  ask  to  be  informed  what 
delegated  |iower  there  is  in  the  Constitution  under 
which  it  can  be  done.  I  understand  fflfe  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  to  delegate  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  certain  deiuiite, 
defined  powers,  with  the  incidental  power  to  pass 
all  necessary  laws  to  carry  those  powers  into  ' 
effect.  I  understand  further  that  Congress  pos- 
sesses no  powers  but  what  arc  there  contained; 
for  it  is  provided  in  it  that  anything  not  therein 
contained  is  actually  reserved  from  them.  If  that 
be  the  clear,  plain  meaning  of  the  Constitution, 
I  desire  to  bo  enlightened  on  the  subject  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  pass  such  a  measure  as  this, 
and  that  desire  I  express  in  great  sincerity.  I  do 
not  mean  that  I  should  be  put  off  with  answers 
that  are  ingenious  devices,  contrivances,  and  eva- 
sions. I  want  to  be  answered  as  a  man  of  ordi- 
nary discernment  is  entitled  to  be  answered. 
Where  is  the  power? 

I  can  merely  say  that  if  men  derive  the  power 
from  two,  three,  or  t'our  different  places  in  the 
Constitution,  that  proves  that  the  power  is  not 
there  at  all.  I  do  not  mean  that  there  may  not  be 
the  snme  thing  given  in  two  places;  but  if  they 
are  dislinct  and  independent  grounds  of  power,- 
one  of  them  docs  not  contain  the  other  at  all. 
They  are  each  carefully  provided  in  our  ConstT- 
tulion,  carefully  drawn.  There  was  no  such  ex- 
igency about  it  that  the  same  t>ower  was  put  in 
different  places. 

I  have  heard  it  suggested  that  this  power  is 
derived  from  the  power  to  regulate  commerce.  I 
do  not  remember  from  whom  that  suggestion 
came;  but  1  heard  it  in  the  couise  of  the  debate 
yesterday.  Why, sir,  what  is  the  power  granted 
to  Congress  to  regulate  commerce  ?  Is  there  such 
a  grant  of  power,  with  that  and  no  more  than 
that?  There  is  not  any  such  grant.  There;  is  a 
grant  of  |)ower  to  Congress  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
between  the  States;  but  there  is  no  power  in  Con- 
gress to  regulate  trade  between  A  and  B,  between 
individuals  in  the  same  State.  They  cannot  regu- 
late who  may  buy  and  who  may  sell  of  or  to  the 
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otiier,  find  what  lie  may  sell  and  what  lie  shall  not 
sell  to  him.  Their  power  is  to  regulate  commerce 
between  us  and  unother  nation,  not  the  reijiilation 
of  the  details  and  management  of  the  affairs  of 
commerce  within  a  State  between  individuals. 
There  is  no  such  grant  of  power  as  tiiat.  How 
does  this  bill  in  any  way  attempt  to  regulate  com- 
merce between  us  and  other  nations,  or  between 
two  Stales,  if  you  please,  or  with  the  Indian 
tribes.'    There  is  nothing  of  the  kind  in  it. 

But  it  is  said  that  it  comes,  somehow  or  other, 
from  the  right  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the 
value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coins.  1  do  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  at  any  great  length  into  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "coin."  Some  of  the  judges 
wlio  have  given  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the 
legal-tender  clause  have  very  freely  said  that  that 
phrase  "  to  coin  money  "evidently  meant  metallic 
currency. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Others  said  it  meantnny 
kind  of  money. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Notthc  judges.  I  know 
members  have  said  so. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  has  been  so  held  by 
some  of  the  judges. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     In  one  or  two  cases. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Let  us  test  it  by  our  own 
practice.  If  this  paper  money  is  coined  money, 
then  it  is  coin.  Now,  we  have  taken  a  greatdeal 
of  pains  to  provide  that  the  men  wiio  lake  our 
bonds,  say  the  five-twenties,  shall  be  paid  tlie  in- 
terest semi-annually  in  coin.  Why  do  you  not 
pay  them  with  this  paper  if  it  is  coin.'  Our  own 
efforts,  our  own  acts  belie  utterly  the  idea  that 
this  ])aper  is  coin,  or  we  have  attempted  to  cheat 
the  world  in  relation  to  paying  that  interest  and 
principal. 

But  it  is  said  that  if  there  is  a  power  to  coin 
money  and  this  is  coin,  therefore  you  have  the 
right  to  protect  it  and  take  care  of  it.  I  do  not 
know  what  gentlemen  mean  by  that.  1  suppose, 
as  an  incidental  power  to  the  power  to  coin  money, 
we  can  take  care  of  that  money  out  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  as  the  circulating  medium  of  tlie  coun- 
try; but  has  thisgambling  business  anything  to  do 
with  that.'  I  do  not  see  the  connection.  When 
the  power  to  coin  money  was  given,  the  framers 
of  ilie  Constitution  did  not  think  that  any  such 
power  as  this  by  way  of  incident  would  arise  from 
jt.  I  have  no  doubt  that  under  the  power  to  coin 
money  CU»ngress  may  set  up  n  mint,  employ  the 
pro]ier  omcers,  and  ]iay  out  the  proper  expenses 
for  coining  money;  or,  if  gentlemen  please  to  call 
this  paper  coin  and  mean  to  pay  their  debts,  their 
interest  money,  their  bonds,  &.C.,  with  it,  callitig  it 
coin,  I  think  they  have  a  right  to  employ  engrav- 
er.s  to  make  it.  But,  Mr.  President,  it  will  be  ob- 
served that  among  the  powers  of  Congress  are — 

"To  coin  money,  regiiial«  tlio  v;ilue  tliiTHol',  anil  of  for- 
eign coin,  and  li.x  tin;  standanl  oC  weights  and  measures." 

Tiien  the  very  next  clause  is: 
''To  provide  for  the  puiiitliment  of  counterfeiting  tlio*e- 
curitics  and  current  coin  of  tlic  United  Stales." 

Now,  if  under  the  power  to  coin  money  they 
•^lad  the  incidi.'tital  power  to  take  care  of  il  and 
protect  il  afterwards,  why  was  that  clause  pulin 
ih(r.'.> 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Is  it  not  unnecessary.' 

Mr.  COLLAM  EiV.  Sir,  1  do  not  like  to  pass 
upon  the  j)roceediiigs  of  a  Convention  as  able  as 
thai  was,  and  which  took  so  much  lime  in  its  de- 
libcraiions,  in  that  way. 

Mr.  SUM N Ell.     Ex  majori  cauteld. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  There  is  nothing  of  that 
kind  in  our  Constitution.  At  any  rale  when  1 
have  endeavored  to  allude  to  such  a  thing,  the 
honoraijie  5(-nalor  him.ielf  has  utterly  repudiated 
it.  The  grant  of  that  power  as  a  subslantive  grant 
of  [Mjwer  shown  Ihat  they  did  not  consider  that 
there  was  any  such  power  without  it. 

But,  Mr.  l*resi(h.-nl,  we  can  coin  money  and 
vngnlalc  the  valui;  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coins. 
Regulate  the  value  thereof  in  what.'  In  corn? 
Ill  wheal.'  In  any  in.'cessary  of  life?  In  labor.' 
1  lake  il  il  is  the  regulation  in  account  of  wiiat 
value  is  belwi'cii  the  respective  coins,  and  the 
establishment  of  what  the  value  of  foreign  coin 
in  a.s  mensiired  by  our  coin.  If  it  is  believed  that 
Ihi.')  power  to  regulate  the  value  of  coin  cxtendH 
to  the  regulating  of  the  value  of  this  coined  [laper, 
what  shall  it  lie  in?  If  you  say  it  has  become  a 
Blnndard  by  itself,  and  gold  n\\  article  of  com- 
merce merely,  then  if  von  have  any  power  over 
it  il  would  bn  to  regulnie  the  relative  price  be- 


tween those  two.  If  really  such  a  power  as  this 
can  be  used  by  Congrcs.s  in  this  way,  why  do 
you  not  bring  forward  a  regular  measure  by  say- 
ing that  the  ten-dollar  piece  heretofore  declared 
to  be  worth  ten  dollars  shall  be  worth  fifteen  dol- 
lars in  currency,  in  the  paper  coin;  that  the  gold 
coin  (as  I  believe  ihe  Secretary  is  now  selling  il 
at  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent.)  shall  be  worth  fifty  per 
cent,  in  addition  to  its  apparent  common  value 
payable  in  this  currency,  this  coined  paper?  If 
there  be  any  such  power  in  that  way  at  all,  that 
is  it. 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  President,  that  power  has 
been  exerted.  Wc  have  directed  by  law  long 
since  that  a  certain  quantity  of  gold  and  a  certain 
quantity  of  alloy,  weighing  so  much,  shall  be  of 
such  a  value,  ten  dollars.  Let  me  put  a  case  to 
gentlemen.  Suppose  I  ask  of  my  brother  Nes- 
MiTH  to  lend  me  a  ten-dollar  gold  piece  for  a 
week.  Pie  hands  it  to  me.  I,  as  might  be  very 
natural,  do  not  pay  him.  [Laughter.]  Suppose 
he  brings  an  action  for  my  not  having  paid  him. 
I  submit  to  my  associates  and  friends  here,  what 
judgment  should  be  rendered?  You  know  that 
when  he  gets  his  execution  I  can  tender  him 
greenbacks  in  payment.  Now,  how  large  ought 
that  judgment  and  execution  to  be?  He  lent  me 
a  ten-dollar  piece,  and  the  coined  paper  says  that 
ten  dollars  in  paper  is  equal  to  ten  dollars  in  gold. 
The  truth  is,  without  creating  any  artificial  diffi- 
culties in  the  way,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
with  UH,  practically,  gold  has  become  an  article 
of  commerce,  an  article  of  trade,  and  currency  is 
a  mereexchange  of  value;  and,  as  1  think,  brother 
Nesmith  ought  to  have — if  that  was  the  price  of 
it  when  I  agreed  to  return  it  to  him — fifteen  dol- 
lars in  currency.  If  he  cannot  get  it  by  law,  I 
will  agree  with  thejieople  of  California,  in  refer- 
ence to  contracts  of  that  kind,  that  a  man  who 
will  repudiate  thetifi,  and  undertake  to  pay  them 
off  by  legal-tender  notes,  ought  to  be  put  in  Coven- 
try, as  1  understand  is  done  on  the  Pacificcoast. 

Gold,  then,  is  a  mere  article  of  commerce,  and 
it  comes  to  the  same  question  which  I  before 
staled;  and  that  is,  can  Congress  lawfully,  under 
the  Constitution  make  a  law  to  regulate  contracts 
in  relation  to  the  price  of  articles  of  commerce 
in  the  States?  I  do  not  know  where  the  power  is 
to  be  found.  It  cannot  be  found  in  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  or  with 
the  Indian  tribes  or  between  the  Stales.  It  can- 
not be  found  in  the  power  to  coin  money,  because 
the  moment  you  examine  it  it  becomes  imprac- 
ticable. I  do  not  know  where  I  shall  be  referred 
to  next  as  the  source  of  the  power.  I  know  we 
very  frequently  hear  about  the  necessity  of  it, 
and  I  suppose  if  you  put  it  to  that,  this  law 
against  gambling  in  the  States  is  to  be  made  un- 
der the  exercise  of  the  power  of  "  military  neces- 
sity," just  as  the  Universalist  clergyman  said  we 
needed  a  hell  as  a  military  necessity  for  this  war, 
if  for  no  oiher  purpose.     [Laughter.] 

We  are  quoted  to  this,  that,  and  other  things 
which  have  undergone  discussion  years  and  years 
ago,  and  were  supposed  to  be  fully  settled  by  all 
men.  For  instance,  it  is  said  that  we  can  do  it 
under  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  says 
that  Congress  may  provide  for  the  general  wel- 
fare. That  was  said  to  me  yest(;rday.  Now,  it 
is  said  in  the  Constitution  that  Congress  shall 
have  the  power  to  borrow  money,  levy  and  collect 
ta.Kes,  duiie.s,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  provide  for 
the  coinmon  defense  and  the  general  welfare. 
That  is  really  such  a  general  and  unlimited  grant 
as  is  given  in  this  Constitution.  I  am  aware  that, 
es|)ecially  in  the  convention  of  Virginia,  much 
stress  was  laid  on  that,  particularly  by  those  who 
olijected  to  IIk;  adoption  of  the  Constitution, and 
among  the  rest  by  Patrick  Henry.  He  thought 
il  was  a  sort  of"  latitude  of  power  very  dangerous 
indeed  and  that  il  would  be  used  in  a  dimgerous 
manner,  unh'ss  there  was  a  provision  in  the  Con- 
stilulion,  something  like  the  one  now  in  il,  that 
all  powers  not  therein  granted  were  reserved  to 
the  Stales  and  the  people.  Hi?  thought  that  un- 
less there  was  a  provision  in  it  prohibiting  the  ex- 
ercise of  power  by  way  of  construction,  it  might 
be  a  dangerous  one;  and  they  mighteven,  1  believe 
he  said,  abolish  .slavery  under  it.  But  that  clause  of 
limitation  is  now  in  the  Conslituiion,  and  that  ar- 
gument of  latiludinarianisin  I  suppose  is  at  an 
end.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  pursue  this  matter. 
The  whole  subject  under  the  hands  of  Mr.  Mad- 
ison haH  iieen  so  perfecily  eliiboraied  and  so  en- 


tirely exhausted,  that  I  will  not  attempt  to  add 
my  feeble  voice  to  it  at  all. 

I  know  not  what  other  power  of  the  Constitu- 
tion the  authority  to  pass  this  bill  will  be  claimed 
under.  There  are  none  to  my  knowledge.  Hence, 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  power  to 
declare  coutracts  in  the  States,  lawful  by  the  laws 
of  the  Slates,  void,  or  to  declare  therr.  lawful 
when  they  are  unlawful  by  thelawsoflhe  Slates, 
is  not  a  power  in  Congress.  If  the  internal  con- 
cerns of  a  State  are  to  be  thus  interfered  with  by 
Congress,  it  must  be  by  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  I  grant  that  you  may  put  in  il,  by 
an  amendment  in  the  constitutional  mode,  any- 
thingyou  please;  your  power  in  that  respect  is 
unlimited;  but  1  say  that  the  claim  and  the  exer- 
cising of  such  n  power  by  Congress  is  for  the  first 
time  attempted  now,  is  entirely  new,  and,  as  I 
think,  unwarranted.  Without  complaining  of 
anybody  else,  or  finding  fault  with  anybody  else, 
I  merely  wish  to  be  permitted  to  cast  my  vote 
against  it,  unless  I  am  more  enlightened  about  it 
than  I  am  at  present,  without  being  subject  to 
criticism  or  censure. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Vermont,  inline  eight  of  the  first 
section  of  the  amendment  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee to  strike  out  the  words  "  or  of  any  foreign 
exchange." 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  move  to  strike  out  those 
words  wherever  they  occur.  I  will  only  say  that 
I  regard  foreign  exchange  as  peculiarly  subject 
to  the  objections  I  have  made.  If  gentlemen  re- 
garditotherwise,  of  course  they  will  keep  those 
words  in. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  naya 
on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  veas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  As  I  shall  not  vote  to 
strike  these  words  out,  I  will  say  in  a  single  word 
why  I  shall  not  do  so.  I  have  been  struck  with 
the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont.  It 
was  very  plausible  and  forcible.  Perhaps  he  may 
be  right;  but  the  principle  upon  which  I  shall  put 
it  in  voting  against  theaniendment  is  simply  this: 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  decided  that 
it  has  the  authority  to  issue  Treasury  notes  and 
make  them  a  legal  tender.  The  courts  have  so 
decided.  That  was  a  very  doubtful  question  in 
my  mind;  but  we  have  acted  upon  il,and  having 
issued  these  Treasury  notes  and  made  them  a 
legal  tender  between  individuals  for  payment  of 
debts,  I  believe  we  have  a  right  to  protect  their 
credit;  and  when  combinations  are  resorted  to  for 
the  purpose  of  depreciating  their  value,  if  we  have 
a  right  to  issue  them  and  make  them  a  legal  ten- 
der, we  have  the  right  to  protect  them;  and  on 
that  principle  I  shall  vote  against  striking  out. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  13,  nays  24;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bucltalew,  Cariilc,  Collamer,  Cowan, 
D;ivis,  Grimes,  Harding,  Henderson,  Hendriciis,  Johnson, 
Nesmiili,  I'owell,  and  Sanlsbury — 13. 

NAYS — Alessrs.  Antliony,  Brown,  Clarl<,  Conness,  Dix- 
on, Doolittli;,  Fessendon,  l<'ostcr.  Hale,  Harris,  Howard, 
Lano  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Tome- 
rov,  Rainsev,  Slicrman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trnnibull,  VVade,  and  Wilson— 24. 

So  the  amendmcnt"to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  renew  the  motion  I  made 
yesterday,  in  line  three  of  the  fourth  section  of 
the  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  "  iruany 
sum  not  less  than,"  and  in  lines  four  and  five  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  normore  than  $10,0()0;"so 
that  it  will  read: 

That  any  person  who  shall  violate'  any  provision  of  tliis 
act  shall  be  held  guilty  ofaniisdcmeaiiur,  and  on  eon^i^etion 
thereof  be  lined  $1,000  or  be  imprisoiM>d  for  a  period  not 
less  than  three  months,  8ic. 

ThePRESlDINGOFFlCER.  The  Chair  will 
inquire  if  he  understood  the  Senator  froin  New 
York  to  say  that  this  was  an  amendment  that  ho 
offered  yesterday  ? 

Mr.  HARRIS.     It  is  the  same. 

ThePRESlDINGOFFlCER.  ThentheChair 
will  suggest  that  it  is  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  It  was  not  disposed  of  yes- 
terday, and  I  want  to  modify  the  amendment  a 
lillje  by  substituting  for  the  words  "  be  fined"  in 
the  third  line  of  that  section  the  words  "shall 
forfeit." 

Mr.  HALE.  I  wish  the  Senator  from  New 
York  would  suggest  the  reason  for  that  altera- 
tion.    It  does  not  strike  me  as  being  a  wise  one. 
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Mr.  HARRIS.  I  stated  it  yesterday,  and  it 
was  satisfactory  to  the  Senator  wiio  has  charge 
of  the  hill. 

Mr.  HALE.  If  he  is  satisfied  with  it,  I  am 
content. 

Mr.  PI  ARRIS.  The  fifth  section  provides  for 
a  civil  action,  and  it  is  necessary,  tlierefore,  to 
have  a  fixed  penalty  in  order  to  sue  for  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  difficulty  is  that  the 
fourth  section  does  not  fix  the  penalty,  but  leaves 
it  open  for  dispute;  it  is  to  be  a  fine  between  one 
and  ten  thousand  dollars;  while  under  the  fifth 
section,  if  a  suit  is  brought  to  enforce  the  penalty 
it  is  in  the  nature  of  an  action  for  debt,  and  the 
sum  is  not  certain. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  see  that  difficulty;  but  the 
fourth  section  as  itstands  by  itself  is  well  enough. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  wasabout 
to  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  New  York  to  add 
at  the  end  of  the  fourth  section  these  words,  which 
will  accomplish  his  purpose  and  answer  better: 

And  sliall  likewise  be  subject  to  the  penalty  of  $1,000 
for  cacli  offiinse. 

Then  the  next  section  provides  the  mode  in 
which  the  penalty  shall  be  enforced. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  thinl^that  will  be  better.  Where 
you  have  a  fine  I  think  something  ought  to  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  Senator  will  accept 
that  modification  of  his  amendment  I  think  it 
will  probably  be  better. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I 'accept  that  in  lieu  of  the 
amendment  1  proposed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Then  the  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  to  add  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  section  the  following  words: 

And  sliiill  likewise  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of  $1,000  for 
each  offense. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  HARRIS.  I  suggest  what  I  think  would 
be  a  little  improvement  in  the  phraseology  of  the 
first  section  of  the  substitute.  In  the  fourth  line 
I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "  or  for  the  loan," 
and  in  the  fifth  line  to  insert  after  the  word  "  ex- 
change" the  words  "to  be  delivered;"  so  that 
it  will  read  in   this  way: 

That  it  sliall  be  unlawful  to  make  any  contract  for  the 
purchase  or  sale  or  delivery  of  any  gold  coin  or  bullion,  or 
of  any  foreign  exchange,  to  be  delivered  at  any  time  subse- 
quent to  the  making  of  such  contract,  &c. 

It  will  make  it  much  more  conclusive,  in  my 
judgment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Myattention  was  called  to 
that  criiicism,  and  I  am  not  at  all  sure  but  what 
it  would  be  an  improvement  of  the  phraseology, 
although  as  the  section  is  now  drawn  it  was  made 
to  cover  a  loan  in  gold.  The  fear  was  that  per- 
sons would  attempt  to  evade  the  operation  of  the 
first  section  by  agreeing  to  loan  gold  for  n  time. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  The  word  "  delivery"  covers 
that. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     Perhaps  it  will  cover  it. 
The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  suggest  one  more  amend- 
ment. It  is  in  the  twelfth  line  of  the  first  section 
to  strike  out  the  words  "  national  currency,"  and 
to  insert  the  words  "  notes  of  solvent  banks,"  so 
as  not  to  strike  at  our  State  banks. 

Mr.  SFIERMAN.  The  only  objection  I  have 
to  that  is  this:  practically  it  would  be  the  same 
at  any  rate,  because  it  is  very  easy  to  convert  the 
notes  of  solvent  banks  into  the  greenbacks,  as 
they  are  called;  but  I  think,  in  a  national  law, 
intended  for  the  protection  of  the  national  credit, 
we  ought  not  to  provide  for  the  receipt  in  transac- 
tions regulated  by  law  of  anything  but  national 
currency,  that  kind  of  currency  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  itself  receives. 
There  is  no  practical  difficulty  in  the  way.  I 
trust,  therefore,  the  Senator  from  New  York  will 
not  press  his  amendment;  because  a  person  hav- 
ing current  funds  in  the  city  of  New  York  can 
easily  con  vert  them  into  greenbacks.  United  States 
money.  If  in  a  law  intended  to  protect  the  na- 
tional currency,  or  rather  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, we  provide  for  the  circulation  of  State 
bank  paper,  I  think  it  might  lend  to  defeat  the 
bill  without  doing  any  practical  good.  I  trust, 
therefore,  the  amendment  will  not  be  urged. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  Mr.  President,  by  the 
amendments  that  have  been  made  we  have  now 
pretty  nearly  »3  good  a  bill  ua  1  origuialiy  iutro- 


duced  here  in  December  last,  in  pretty  nearly  the 
same  words.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  the  subject,  and  I  should 
like  to  have  the  car  of  the  chairman  while  I  do  so. 

I  introduced  this  bill  in  December  last,  and  sent  a 
copy  of  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Upon 
the  introduction  of  it  I  was  arraigned  in  the  news- 
papers of  the  city  of  New  York,  ridiculed,  and 
abused.  The  opposition  papers  in  Kansas  took  up 
the  cry,  and  last  night  1  read  in  a  paper  from  my 
State  a  column  of  the  most  brutal  assaults  upon  me 
for  introducing  the  bill.  My  bill  was  before  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  has  never  been  dis- 
posed of.  I  was  very  much  astonished ,  therefore, 
tlie  otherday  when  tlie  distinguished  Senatorfrom 
Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  introduced  the  identical  bill 
as  an  original  proposition  from  the  Secretary  of 
tlie  Treasury  and  had  it  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  will  suggest  to  my  friend 
that  the  whole  matter  might  be  cured  by  i-equest- 
ing  those  papers  hereafter  to  insert  the  nanae  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  when  they  write  abuse  of 
the  Senator  from  Kansas.  If  they  just  make  that 
change  it  may  be  all  right. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  Having  sufifered  all 
this  abuse  from  the  papers  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  still  suffering  abuse  from  papers  in  my 
own  State,  1  felt  it  to  be  a  duty  that  I  owed  to 
myself  to  say  this  much  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

You  have  now  got  this  bill  almost  verbatim  as 
introduced  by  me  after  having  gone  to  New  York 
and  investigated  the  subject  and  ascertained  the 
views  of  loyal  and  sagacious  men.  I  desire  now 
to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Vermont  that  it  is  my 
opinion  and  the  opinion  of  loyal  and  sagacious 
business  men  of  the  city  of  New  York,  that  the 
confederate  government  is  to-day  and  has  been 
since  last  December  through  its 'foreign  agents 
engaged  in  the  effort  to  depreciate  our  currency 
by  gambling  against  that  currency  in  the  hells  of 
the  city  of  New  York.  Can  tiie  Senator  from 
Vermont  explain  to  me  how  it  was  that  a  mere 
visit  to  the  city  of  New  York  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  a  day  or  two  ago  i-educed  the  price 
of  gold  as  compared  with  our  currency  from  189 
to  175.'  Will  it  do  for  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
to  me  a  pi-actical  Senator,  and  to  other  Senators, 
to  compare  gold  as  a  product  with  flour  and  pork 
and  agricultural  products,  when  it  is  known  to 
him  that  gold  can  be  taken  care  of  in  the  city  of 
New  York  for  nothing,  while  it  requires  from  ten 
to  twenty  per  cent,  a  month  to  take  care  of  flour 
and  pork.'  It  will  not  do  to  say  tiial  gold  is  the 
same  as  other  products. 

Mr.  President,  in  my  o|Dinion,  traitors  who  have 
not  the  courage  to  face  the  Federal  soldiers  are 
now  engaged,  cowardly,  assassin-like,  in  stabbing 
our  country  through  our  national  currency  in  the 
hells  of  the  city  of  New  York.  I  may  be  mistaken 
as  to  the  benefits  to  accrue  to  the  country  from 
the  passage  of  this  bill;  but  if  investigation  proves 
anytliing,  if  the  opinions  of  sagacious  and  loyal 
men  are  worth  anything,  this  bill  will  benefit  our 
country,  and  will  benefit  it  beyond  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  most  sanguine  friends  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Perhaps  an  explanation 
is  due  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  fro.m  Kansas  upon  this  matter.  1 
will  commence  it  by  assuring  him,  however  it  may 
look,  that  no  possible  discourtesy  was  intended 
to  him;  although  he  may  have  unwittingly  been 
treated  with  some  injustice.  I  deem  it  more  es- 
pecially necessary  to  say  what  I  am  about  to  say 
because  no  part  of  the  fault  rests  upon  my  hon- 
Oi'able  colleague,  the  Setiator  from  Ohio,  who  hap- 
pened to  introduce  the  bill  as  an  amendment  to  his 
own,  in  reference  to  the  matter. 

Very  early  in  the  session  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator froiTi  Kansas  sent  us  two  bills  on  this  gen- 
eral subject  providing  for  legislation  of  this  kind; 
one  of  which  was  very  similar  in  its  terms  to  the 
one  upon  which  the  Senate  is  about  to  act.  At  a 
somewhat  later  period  the  Simator  from  Ohio  sent 
us  another  bill.  We  looked  at  those  bills,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  doubtful 
whether  they  would  be  of  any  practical  benefit, 
whether  they  would  effect  the  ol)ject  they  were 
intended  to  accomplish;  and  for  that  reason  we 
laid  them  aside,  and  did  not  again  take  them  up; 
and  for  myself  I  had  entirely  forgotten  the  con- 
■t(^nts  of  a[l  of  them  so  far  us  to  tell  which  was 
wliich,  without  refen'ing  to  thorn. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  day  or  two 
since,  sent  us  the  bill  which  is  now  before  the 
Senate,  with  a  letter  which  has  been  read,  request- 
ing its  immediate  passage,  if  it  met  with  our  ap- 
probation. On  consideration,  as  the  Secretary 
strongly  recommended  and  urged  it,  and  believed, 
as  he  expressed  himself  in  writing,  that  it  might 
be  attended  with  some  practical  benefit,  we  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  as  he  was  master  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  subject,  and  was  the  officer  who  was 
carrying  on  all  these  financial  operations,  we 
would  not  allow  any  doubts  of  ours  as  to  whether 
it  would  be  productive  of  the  good  that  he  ex- 
pected to  flow  from  it  to  interfere  with  the  pre- 
sentation of  that  bill  to  the  Senate. 

After  we  came  to  that  conclusion,  it  then  be- 
came a  question  in  the  committee  how  we  should 
introduce  it  into  the  Senate,  that  particular  bill 
not  having  been  committed  to  us.  None  of  us 
adverted  to  the  fact  that  a  bill  was  before  us  at 
that  time,  or  looked  at  it.  It  was  proposed  that 
it  should  be  introduced  by  the  chairman  into  the 
Senate,  presented  to  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  committee,  and  then  be  acted  on;  but  some 
one  suggested  that  we  had  already  had  bills  be- 
fore us  on  the  general  subject,  and  it  might  be 
reported  as  an  amendment  to  one  of  those  bills. 
I  spoke  to  my  clerk,  who  was  sitting  near  me, 
and  asked  him  to  hand  me  one  of  those  bills,  with- 
out designating  any,  and  the  first  bill  that  he  hap- 
pened to  lay  his  hands  on  was  the  bill  that  had 
been  sent  to  us  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Ohio.  We  did  not  take  occasion  to  read  it,  or 
look  at  it,  but  simply  the  chairman  was  author- 
ized to  report  it  as  an  amendment  to  that  bill. 
After  the  bill  had  been  put  in  proper  shape,  both 
being  iti'  my  hands  with  a  view  to  report  them,  it 
struck  me,  as  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio 
had  sent  us  the  original  bill,  that  it  was  only 
courteous  to  him  to  allow  him  to  report  the  amend- 
ment. I  therefore  passed  the  papers  over  to  him 
and  requested  him  to  report  the  bill  to  f.he  Sen- 
ate. 

There  is  the  whole  history  of  it  from  beginning 
to  end.  How  fur  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  be  responsible  for  stealing  the  thunder  of 
my  honorable  friend  from  Kansas,  without  giv- 
ing him  credit,  is  a  question  to  be  settled  between 
those  two  high  dignitaries  to  their  mutual  satis- 
faction. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  freely  accord  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kansas  the  paternity  of  this  bill,  or  the 
idea  of  prohibiting  and  punishing  these  transac- 
tions in  gold.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it.  The 
circumstances  are  perfectly  faiTiiliar  to  me.  The 
Sinintorfrom  Kansas  sent  his  bill  to  the  committee, 
and  we  conversed  about  it.  We  doubted  the  pol- 
icy of  it,  and  I  was  requested,  as  it  was  a  matter 
of  difficulty,  to  draw  a  bill  that  would  suit  my  own 
mind.  The  idea  of  the  Senator's  bill  was  to  pun- 
ish those  transactions  in  gold  as  a  criminal  offense. 
I  doubted  whether  there  was  the  ability  of  pros- 
ecuting and  convicting  anybody  in  New  York  for 
an  offense  that  was  so  common,  and  I  knew  that 
it  was  impossible,  or  very  difficult  at  least,  to  en- 
force a  criminiil  statute  in  a  community  that  did 
notregard  thesubject  as  criminal  in  itself.  There- 
fore 1  framed  a  bill  with  a  view  to  punish  it  with 
a  penalty,  with  a  fine  to  be  collected  by  an  action 
of  debt  through  the  aid  of  a  common  informer. 
So  the  matter  rested  for  some  time.  The  Secre- 
tary no  doubt  had  the  benefit  of  the  two  bills, 
and  framed  a  bill  combining  both.  The  Senator's 
bill  did  not  contain  the  proposition  about  a  pen- 
alty, and  a  collection  of  the  debt,  (fee,  &c.,  and 
this  bill  combines  the  two  together.  But  the  ori- 
giiiiil  idea,  the  invention,  undoubtedly  rests  with 
the  Senator  from  Kansas,  if  there  is  any  credit 
for  that.  I  trust  that  now  the  bill  will  l)e  ]iassed, 
and  whatever  goodeflects  it  may  produce  we  will 
all  give  the  Senator  from  Kansas  the  credit. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  Mr.  President,  I  de* 
sire  to  say  that  the  gist  of  the  charges  coming 
from  my  own  State  was  this,  that  the  Committee 
on  Finance  had  given  my  bill  thego-bjr,  that  the 
bill  was  not  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee. There  was  a  column  in  one  of  our  prin- 
cipal papers  devoted  to  an  attack  upon  me,  siatine 
that  (he  Committee  on  Finance  had  not  deemea 
it  of  suflicient  importance  to  consider  it.  1  have 
no  feeling  on  this  subject.  I  merely  wanted  that 
that  editor,  and  the  man  in  New  York  who  said 
that  I  hud  better  confine  myself  to  the  woolly- 
headed  busiueBs  instead  of  finance,  to  understand 


1670 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  16, 


that  my  bill  1ms  been  considered  by  the  Senate, 
and  I  liopo,  for  the  good  of  the  country,  it  will  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  desire  merely  to  stale, 
for  ilie  benetit  of  my  friend  tVoni  Kansns,  that  it 
niitjlit  possibly  be  well  for  liini  to  wait  for  some 
tiine  or  four  months  before  seeking  to  claim  the 
paternity  of  this  bill,  and  in  all  probability  the 
very  papers  that  are  abusing  liim  for  having  in- 
troduced the  bill,  provided  he  will  let  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  take  the  resiionsibility  of  it,  will  be 
belter  friends  of  his  in  llie  future. 

I  rose  merely  for  the  purpose  of  offering  an 
amendment.      1  believe  there   is  no  amendment 

^  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  is  no 
nmendmentpending  lo  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  strikiiig  out  in  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  lines  of  the  first  section  the  words 
"in  actual  possession."  As  the  section  now 
stands,  the  provision  is  that  no  person  can  "make 
any  contract  whatever  f'r  the  sale,  loan,  or  de- 
livery of  any  gold  coin  or  bullion,  or  foreign 
exchange,  of  which  the  person  making  such  con- 
traci  shall  not  at  the  time  of  making  such  contract 
be  the  bona  fide  owner  in  actual  possession."  It 
seem.s  to  me  that  that  provision  would  prevent 
the  sale  of  a  bill  of  exchange  thai  was  founded 
upon  a  shipment  lo  Europe.  Suppose  a  parly 
having  made  a  large  shipment  of  wheat,  pork,  or 
any  other  agricultural  product,  or  of  any  manu- 
facUued  articles,  from  the  city  of  New  York  to 
London  or  Li  verfiool,  should  attempt  to  negotiate 
a  bill  of  exchange  upon  the  bill  of  ladingi.in  such 
case,  I  ask,  could  it  be  done.'  Would  he  be  in 
actual  possession  ?  What  actual  possession  would 
he  have?  Again,  suppose  an  individual  in  my 
State,  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  should  desire  to 
sell  gold.  He  can,  to  be  sure,  sell  it  at  his  place 
of  business  in  the  cily  of  St.  Louis;  but  suppose 
lie  has  his  gold  upon  deposit  in  the  cily  of  New 
York,  can  that  sale  be  made  .-'  I  undertake  to  say 
that  it  cannot  under  this  bill,  because  he  is  not  in 
actual  posses.sion.  Why  not  strike  out  these 
words?  Ii  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  limit  the 
clause  to  the  bona  fide  ownership,  without  saying 
that  the  owner  shall  be  in  actual  possession  of 
the  aiticle. 

I  have  slated  two  cases  where,  in  my  judgment, 
the  clause  as  it  stands  would  absolutely  prohibit 
the  transaction,  and  I  think  the  words  should  be 
Btricken  out.  It  secerns  to  me  to  be  sufficient  lo 
require  that  foreign  exchange  or  gold  coin  shall 
not  be  [»urchased  except  witli  United  Stales  notes 
or  national  currency;  but  as  the  bill  now  stands 
■ — aiul  the  Senate  have  twice  voted  down  propo- 
sitions to  amend  it  in  this  repect — a  bill  of  ex- 
change on  Europe  cannot  be  purchased  even  with 
gold,  and  vice  versa.  It  is  certainly  the  most  re- 
markable bill  1  have  ever  seen.  I  did  alone  time 
think  of  saying'somelhingupon  it;  but  thai  is  cer- 
tainly unne'cessary  iiow,afLer  the  very  able  argu- 
ment made  this  morning  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont and  the  arguments  of  the  olherSeiiators  who 
have  spoken  against  it. 

I  hold  that  the  bill  will  do  no  good  whatever. 
Certainly  the  conslitulioiial  olijections  to  it  are 
amply  sufficient  to  prevent  its  passage;  but  with- 
out regard  lo  those,  1  deny  the  efficacy  of  any  such 
measure  as  a  mailer  of  expediency  and  a  matter 
of  policy.  1  think  the  Secretary  of  ihc  Treasury 
is  veiy  much  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it  is  going 
to  accomplish  the  end  that  he  desires,  ll  is  al- 
ways a  dangerous  species  of  legislation  which  al- 
templB  lo  interfere  with  contracts  of  any  sort,  and 
it  is  certainly  t'xceedingly  dangerous  for  Congress 
to  undertake  lo  inierfiMc  with  coniracis  within  the 
Stales.  It  will  not  do  to  say,  as  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  more  than  intimated  yesterday,  that  because 
Cfiitgress  can  pftss  laws  applicable  to  the  District 
of  Colnmljia,  it  can  therefore  go  into  the  States 
and  pass  such  laws;  that  because  il  can  punish 
gami)liiig  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  it  can  there- 
fore punish  gamblijig  in  my  State  or  the  State 
of  New  York.  Such  legislation  has  never  here- 
tofore been  atleiiipted,  and  I  regrel  thai  il  should 
be  thought  neceanary  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  or  anybody  el.se  at  the  present  lime. 

I  was  not  present  when  the  bill  was  passed 
•om('  lime  ago  which  enabled  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trea.Mury  to  put  gold  upon  the  market  for  sale. 
If  1  had  been  iier«  I  rniglit  poMsibly  have  volcd 


for  it  because  the  Secretary  thought  il  was  neces- 
sary, not  because  I  should  have  thought  that  it 
would  enable  him  to  keep  dov/n  the  price  of 
gold.  It  has  been  a  total  failure,  and  this  meas- 
ure will  be  a  total  failure.  Il  is  utterly  futile  for 
us,  unless  we  can  keep  up  the  character  of  the 
currency  of  the  United  States,  to  undertake  lo 
interfere  with  the  price  of  gold.  There  is  but  one 
way  for  us  to  do  it,  as  has  been  intimated  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  and  others,  and  that  is  by 
taxation.  Otherwise  we  cannot  keep  up  our 
notes,  and  gold  will  continue  to  go  up. 

I  see  there  is  a  disposition  to  pass  the  bill;  I 
see  that  il  will  pass;  and  although  1  cannot  vote 
for  il  in  any  shape,  as  the  Senate  desire  to  pass 
il,  and  as  it  is  thought  necessary  for  the  good  of 
our  finances  at  the  present  time,  ilouglu  certainly 
lo  be  passed  in  such  a  form  as  to  be  as  unobjec- 
tionable as  possible.  We  should  not  undertake 
lo  interfere  with  6onaJi(/e  transactions  any  further 
than  we  can  help.  It  seems  that  having  passed 
an  act  declaring  United  States  Treasury  notes  lo 
be  a  legal  lender,  we  are  now  attempting  lo  con- 
fine all  transactions  in  the  country  to  legal-tender 
notes.  This  bill  prohibits  a  man  from  buying  a 
foreign  bill  of  exchange  except  wilh  Treasury 
notes.  Can  he  buy  the  bill  of  exchange  with 
produce?  Can  he  buy  it  with  wheal?  Can  he 
buy  it  with  corn?  Can  he  buy  it  with  any  pro- 
duction whatever?  He  certainly  cannot  under 
this  bill.  There  is  but  one  thing  wilh  which  he 
can  buy  il,  and  that  is  United  States  notes,  inter- 
est bearing  or  legal  lender,  and  he  must  pay  those 
notes  for  it  at  the  time.    That  is  the  provision. 

Although  I  shall  vote  against  the  bill  under 
any  circumstances,  I  think  certain  amendments 
ought  to  be  made;  and  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  will  give  up  his  objections  lo  amending  the 
bill  in  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  lines  of  the  first 
section,  either  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Harris]  or  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Clark.] 
Certainly  one  or  the  other  of  these  amendments 
ought  to  be  made.  If  a  man  wants  lo  sell  his 
exchange  abroad  for  anything  else  than  Treasury 
notes,  lei  him  do  so.  1  would  not  undertake  to 
limit  a  transaction  of  that  character.  But,  sir,  I 
did  not  intend  to  say  anything  on  this  subject;  I 
rose  simply  le  move  lo  strike  out  the  words  "in 
actual  ]iossession,"al  the  end  of  the  first  section. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  not  go  through  the 
argument  again,  but  I  wish  lo  correct  one  or  two 
misapprehensions  into  which  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  has  fallen,  antj  I  shall  not  further  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Senate.  Tlic  Senator  says 
that  I  said  yesterday  ihat  because  we  could  pro- 
hibit gaming  in  this  District  therefore  we  could 
prohibit  gaming  anywhere.     1  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  H;ENDERS0N.  I  drew  it  as  an  inference 
from  the  Senator's  argument;  I  did  not  say  that 
he  so  stated  his  proposition.  As  an  answer  to 
the  objection  that  had  been  urged  by  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  that  no  such  legislation  could 
be  had,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  said  that  Congress 
could  prohibit  gaming  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania insisted  that  an  actagainstgaming  could 
not  be  enforced,  and  therefore  such  acts  ought 
not  lobe  |)assed.  I  answered  tliatall  gaming  acts 
were  evaded,  but  still  every  nation,  every  Stale, 
and  every  community  passes  laws  against  gam- 
ing. The  mere  fact  that  they  are  not  always  en- 
forced is  not  an  argument  against  passing  them. 
Thai  is  what  I  said.  So  in  regard  to  the  other 
point,  I  said  power  was  given  to  us  to  borrow 
money;  Congress  may  borrow  money  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  States;  we  have  is.sued  our 
notes  in  the  form  of  notes  payable  on  demand, 
and  Congress  has  decided  that  those  notes  shall 
be  a  legal  lender  for  private  debts  between  man 
and  man,  and  shall  be  received  by  the  national 
Government  in  payment  of  the  public  debts,  shall 
be  paid  to  soldiers  and  loall  persons  lo  whom  we 
have  paymenis  to  make.  That  is  setiled,and 
every  argument  that  has  been  adduced  lo-dayby 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  we  heard  here  two 
year.s  ago  on  the  ley;al-lender  question. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  Let  me  suggest  to  ilic 
Senator  that  aliliough  we  have  made  Treasury 
UQiv.H  a  legal  tender  we  have  not  declared  that  the 
soldier  or  anybody  else  may  not  lake  a  State  note 
if  he  desires  lo  do  so  in  payment  of  his  debt. 
Now,  let  me  ask  llu;  Senator  if  he  does  not  pro- 
vide by  this  bill  ihut  u  bona  fide  transaction  for 


the  sale  of  gold  or  foreign  exchange  shall  not  be 
made  except  for  United  States  Treasury  notes? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  question  now  put  to 
me  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  point  I  was  dis- 
cussing, and  I  wish  to  go  back  and  answer  the 
point  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  before. 
He  says  the  Constitution  does  not  authorize  this. 
I  say  the  same  provision  of  the  Constitution  which 
authorized  us  lo  make  these  notes  a  legal  tender 
authorizes  us  to  protect  them  against  the  opera- 
tions of  men  who  seek  lo  discredit  the  national 
currency.  Thai  is  the  only  answer  I  can  make. 
I  might  go  over  the  whole  argument  again,  and 
we  might  spend  a  day  or  two  on  that  collateral 
argument  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  How  protect  them?  By  simply 
saying  that  nothing  else  shall  be  received  except 
them  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Cannot  we  do  that  in  regard 
to  any  other  transaction  in  the  worlds 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  willing  to  answer  two 
or  three  at  a  time;  but  I  wish  first  to  gel  through 
wilh  the  Senator  from  Missouri.  The  Senator 
makes  another  statement,  that  under  the  opera- 
tions of  this  bill,  if  he  has  produce  on  the  way 
lo  England,  he  cannot  draw  a  bill  of  exchange 
against  it  and  sell  that  bill  of  exchange.  There 
is  nothing  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  certainly  cannot  have 
"actual  possession"  of  it-lhcn,  though  I  might 
be  the  bona  fide  owner. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  He  cannot  sell  his  bill  of 
exchange  against  produce  in  Europe  unless  he 
receives  the  money  for  it,  cash  in  hand.  That  is 
all.  He  can  sell  the  bill  of  exchange  for  cash. 
This  will  not  interfere  wilh  any  business  opera- 
tion. Where  the  exchange  or  gold  or  bullion  is 
on  hand,  and  where  the  sale  is  made  in  good  faith 
for  money,  there  is  no  trouble  about  it. 

And  now  I  will  reply  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
Senator  from  Iowa.  He  says  this  bill  prevents 
a  person  from  taking  the  notes  of  a  State  bank. 
So  il  does,  because  the  United  States  docs  not  re- 
gard anything  as  money  except  its  own  notes, 
and  the  national  currency,  and  gold.  Its  own 
notes  and  the  national  currency  are  now  its  money. 
It  does  not  legislate  to  protect  and  provide  for 
other  money.  If  the  State  money  is  good  it  can 
very  easily  be  converted  into  United  States  money, 
and  thus  used.  There  is  no  practical  difficulty 
in  regard  lo  the  last  clause.  The  la.si  clause  only 
gives  a  distinct  meaning  lo  the  phrase,  "  the  bona 
fide  owner,"  by  adding  the  words,  "  in  actual 
possession." 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  But  can  a  merchant  in 
St.  Louis  sell  his  gold  when  it  is  on  deposit  in 
New  York  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  I  have  money  in  Ohio, 
I  am  as  much  in  possession  of  il  as  if  I  have  it 
in  my  pocket  here. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  But  that  is  not  "  actual 
po.ssession." 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  This  is  to  prevent  any 
merely  .speculative  operations.  Where  it  is  ap- 
parent that  the  operation  is  a  bona  fide  one,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  business,  there  is  no  practical 
difficulty  in  the  way,  though  theoretical  or  con- 
jectural difficulties  may  be  made  as  to  the  opera- 
tion of  any  bill  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  should  like  lo  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  one  question:  if  a  man  has  gold, 
and  desires  to  buy  a  bill  of  foreign  exchange  wilh 
it,  can  he  do  so,  and  pay  the  gold  for  it,  under 
this  bill? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  A  man  may  certainly  go 
to  any  broker  or  banker  in  the  United  Slates,  or 
lo  any  lawyer  or  any  other  individual,  sell  his 
gold  or  money,  and  he  may  use  thai  money  in 
ordinary  tran.sactions,  buying  bills  of  exchange, 
or  anylhing  else.  There  is  no  legitimate  opera- 
tion in  the  ordinaiy  course  of  business  thai  I  can 
coiiceire  of  that  may  not  be  transacted  under  the 
operation  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  think  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor is  mistaken  in  that.  Under  the  jirovisions  of 
this  bill  a  man  cannot  buy  gold  or  foreign  ex- 
change wilh  anylhing  but  the  paper  money  of 
the  United  States.  1  think  that  is  clear  and  ex- 
plicit, for  the  language  af  the  bill  is: 

It  shall  111"  unl:iwriil  id  m;ike  any  cimtracl  lor  the  pur- 
chase or  sale,  or  for  the  loan  or  delivery,  ol'aiiy  jjohl  coin 
or  buUiuii,  or  of  any  lorcigii  cxcliaiigu,  lit  nny  time  subse- 
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queiit  to  tlifi  making  of  such  contract,  or  Tor  the  payment 
of  any  sum,  eitlier  fixed  or  contingent,  in  default  of  the 
delivery  of  any  gold  coin  or  liullion,  or  of  any  Ibreign  ex- 
cliange,  or  upon  any  other  terms  than  the  immediate  man- 
ual delivery  of  such  gold  coin,  or  bullion,  or  foreign  cx- 
cliangc,  and  tlie  immediate  payment  in  full  of  the  agreed 
price  thereof  by  the  manual  delivery  of  United  States  notes, 
or  national  currency,  and  not  otherwise. 

It  is  as  clear  and  explicit  as  language  can  make 
it.  If  this  bill  were  the  law,  if  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  to-day  iiad  ^0,000  in  gold  and  wished  to 
buy  a  foreign  bill,  he  could  not  buy  a.  bill  and  pay 
for  it  in  goFd  coin;'  he  would  have  to  buy  Govern- 
ment paperand  convert  thatinto  coin,  thus  mak- 
ing two  transactions  instead  of  one.  There  is  no 
doubt  to  my  mind  that  the  effect  of  this  bill  will 
be  as  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  has 
stated.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  object  of  those 
who  are  now  tinkering  with  the  currency  is  not 
only  to  prevent  sales  on  time  or  on  credit  of  gold 
and  foreign  exchange,  but  to  compel  all  payments 
to  be  in  the  paper  currency  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  that  alone.  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  any 
judge  would  construe  this  bill  to  mean  that  a  man 
could  not  buy  these  commodities  and  pay  for  them 
except  in  the  paper  currency  of  the  United  States. 
That  will  be  the  effect;  but  if  thatis  not  intended 
to  be  the  effect,  why  not  strike  out  this  clause  and 
relieve  it  from  embarrassment  and  make  it  plain.' 

I  think  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  should  prevail.  I  am  not  going 
to  enter  into  any  discussion  as  to  theprinciplcs  of 
the  bill.  They  have  been  very  elaborately  dis- 
cussed by  oiher  Senators.  The  Senator  from  M;!- 
ryland  and  the  Senator  from  Vermont  have  made 
Tery  able  arguments  on  the  constitutional  branch 
of  the  question,  if  I  had  had  any  doubt  on  the 
unconstitutionality  ofthe  bill,  the  arguments  of 
those  honorable  Senators  would  have  conviiiced 
me;  but  I  had  none  from  the  beginning.  I  wish 
simply  to  say  that  I  do  not  believe  any  law  of  this 
nature  which  we  can  pass  will  have  any  effect 
upon  the  price  of  gold  or  of  foreign  exchange.  /  1 
think'we  have  comtnenccd  at  the  wrong  end  in  pro- 
posing to  tinker  with  gold.  You  can  never,  by 
such  legislation  as  this,  depreciate  the  value  of 
gold  and  foreign  exchange,  for  those  articles  are 
not  depreciable.  Gold  is  the  standard  of  value 
throughout  the  whole  commercial  world.  Gen- 
tlemen who  wish  to  effect  the  purpose  which  it  is 
said  is  sought  by  this  bill  should  direct  their  op- 
erations against  the  paper-money  system.  If  they 
would  introduce  and  pass  a  bill  to  repeal  the  na- 
tional banking  law,  sweep  it  from  the  statute- 
book,  and  then  make  a  strongsinking  fund,  raise 
taxes  to  meet  a  large  portion  of  the  current  wants 
ofthe  Government,  and  diminish  the  quantity  of 
paper  money,  they  would  place  the  Government 
credit  on  a  firm  and  solid  basis,  and  then  they 
would  find  that  the  outstanding  paper  money  of 
the  Government  and  gold  would  come  much  nearer 
together  in  value.  That  is  the  only  way  in  which 
it  can  be  done.  This  bill,  in  my  judgment,  fix  it 
as  you  may,  will  have  no  effect  other  than  a  dele- 
terious one.  It  will  cause'  fluctuations  to  go  on 
quickly  and  rapidly;  but  the  tendency  of  paper 
money  will  be  down,  down,  unless  you  diminish 
the  issues  and  provide  some  mode  of  meeting  all 
tlie  Government  indebtedness. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  I  have  sat  and 
listened  to  the  discussion  on  this  bill  for  these  two 
days,  and  I  read  it  somewhat  carefully  before  it 
was  brought  up,  and  as  I  intend  to  vote  for  it  I 
want  to  make  a  simple  explanation.  I  vote  for 
it,  not  because  I  think  there  is  any  virtue  in  it, 
not.because  I  believe  it  will  effect  the  object  pro- 
posed. I  am  very  apprehensive  that  it  will  have 
a  directly  contrary  effect  from  what  is  anticipated 
from  it.  My  own  judgment  is  that  it  ia  of  the 
character  of  the  usury  laws  passed,  as  they  are, 
in  most  of  the  States,  certainly  most  of  the  New 
England  States,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  raise  the 
price  of  interest  instead  of  lowering  it.  We  have 
on  our  statute-book,  and  have  had  ever  since  I 
have  known  nnythingabout  them,  statutes  against 
usury.  I  have  never  known  one  enforced.  There 
have  been  various  attempts,  but  for  some  reason 
or  other  they  have  always  failed;  and  the  re.'5ult 
is  that  they  raise  the  rate  of  interest  instead  of 
lowering  it,  because  when  a  irinn  is  going  to  take 
a  usurious  interest  and  finds  that  ho  violates  the 
law  and  runs  the  risk  of  a  prosecution,  he  makes 
the  man  who  gets  the  money  pay  him  for  that 
risk.  It  si;ems  to  me  that  will  be  the  effect  of  this. 
That  is  my  private  judgment.     But,  eir,  in  this 


case,  as  the  evil  is  great  and  tremendous,  and  as 
those  to  whom  we  have  committed  this  matter 
have  an  impression  that  the  bill  may  do  good, and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  thinks  it  will  do 
good,  [  have  concluded  to  put  my  own  private 
opinions  in  my  pocket,  and  to  vote  upon  the  au- 
thority ofthe  committee  and  the  authority  ofthe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

One  single  word  I  want  to  say  in  regard  to  my 
friend  from  Kansas  who  feels  so  grieved  that  his 
thunder  has  been  stolen  from  him.  That  is  a 
grievance  that  I  have  suffered  for  along  time,  and 
1  hardly  ever  hear  one  of  these  rampant,  tremen- 
dous anti-slavery  speeches  made  from  those  that 
have  so  recently  come  upon  that  platform  that  I 
do  not  feel  inside  a  little  pious  grief  that  my 
thunder  has  been  stolen,  but  1  have  never  venti- 
lated it  before  the  Senate  and  have  borne  it  in 
silence.     [Laughter.] 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Henderson  to  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  as  amended. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  desire  to  say  to  the 
Senator  from  New  Flamnshire  that  I  do'not  ask 
his  sympathy  in  this  matter.  1  feel  that  I  have 
had  justice  done  to  me  by  the  Senate. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  call  the  attention  ofthe 
honorable  member  from  Ohio  and  of  the  Senate 
to  what  I  suppose  to  be  the  meaning  of  this  bill 
as  it  stands,  as  it  now  is,  and  I  think  that  is  not 
intended  by  the  member  or  by  the  Senate.  By 
the  fouiih  section  of  t!ie  bill  it  is  ])rovided  that 
he  who  offends  against  the  act  shall  bo  held  guilty 
of  a  misdeiTieanor,  and  on  conviction  "be  fined 
f  1,000,  or  be  imprisoned  for  a  period  not  less 
than  three  months  nor  longer  than  one  year,  or 
both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court."  Underthat 
clause  it  is  very  evident  that  an  indictment  will 
lie,  and  under  that  indictment  the  man  may  be 
fined  §1,000  or  he  may  be  imprisoned  for  a  period 
not  less  than  three  months  nor  exceeding  one 
year,  or  he  may  be  both  fined  ^1,000  and  im- 
prisoned within  these  limits.  Now  the  fifth  sec- 
tion says:  "The  penalty  imposed  by  the  fourth 
section  of  this  act,"  which  is  a  fine  of  #1,000, 
"  may  be  recovered  in  an  action  at  law  in  any 
court  of  record  of  theUnited  States,  or  any  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  which  action  maybe 
brought  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  by  any 
person  who  will  sue  for  said  penalty,  one  half  for 
the  uso  of  the  United  Slates  and  the  other  half 
for  the  i;se  of  the  person  bringing  such  action." 

In  other  words,  a  qui  tarn  action  is  given  to  re- 
cover the  pecuniary  penalty.  It  may  be  enforced 
as  against  th.e  offender  under  the  preceding  sec- 
tion; and  it  goes  on  to  say:. 

"And  the  recovery  and  satisfaction  of  a  Jiid!;nient  in  any 
such  action  shall  be  a  bar  to  the  imposition  of  any  fine  for 
the  same  otTensc  in  any  prosecution  instituted  subsequent 
to  the  recovery  of  such  judgment." 

Now, suppose  that  a  criminal  prosecution,  un- 
der the  fourth  section,  is  instituted  before  the  in- 
stitution of  the  qui  tarn  action,  and  the  man  has 
been  fined  and  has  paid  his  thousand  dollars,  do 
you  mean  to  say  that  he  is  to  remain  liubit;  to  a 
qui  tain  action.at  the  instance  of  an  informer, and 
that  he  is  to  be  mulcted  in  another  thousand  dol- 
lars? If  you  do  not,  I  submit  that  the  fifth  section 
ought  to  be  amended.  All  it  does  now  is  to  say 
tliat  if  the  qui  tarn  action  is  instituted  first,  and 
has  resulted  in  the  recovery  of  a  thousand  dollars, 
the  penalty  provided  by  the  preceding  section,  it 
shall  be  a  bar  to  a  proceeding  under  the  preced- 
ing section,  as  far  as  that  penally  ia  concerned; 
but  it  leaves  the  party  liable  still  to  a-|iroceeding 
under  the  preceding  section,  as  far  as  the  impris- 
onment is  concerned.     I  think  that  very  clear. 

That  is  not,  as  I  think,  the  intention  of  the  Sen- 
ate. I  suppose  that  the  Senate  mean,  and  that 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  by  whom  these  two 
sections  were  drafted,  mean  to  say  that  as  far  as 
the  pecuniary  penalty  is  concerned,  whether  the 
proceeding  be  u  jirocecding  under  the  fourth  sec- 
tion, or  a  qui  lam  iXf.Uon  luider  the  fifth  section, 
tUc.  [larty  offending  shall  be  made  to  pay  but 
!jjil,000.  That  they  have  accoinplished,  provided 
the  criminal  proceeding  under  the  fourth  section 
is  instituted  subsequent  to  the  qui  lam  proceed- 
ing under  the  fifth  section;  but  il'  the  criniinai 
proceeding  is  instituted  before  the  qui  lain  fu'o- 


ceeding,  and  the  man  has  been  made  to  p;iy  the 
^1,000,  and  he  is  then  [iroceeded  again.st  under 
the  qui  lam  section,  he  triay  be  made  to  pay  the 
same  simi  a  second  time  to  the  informer.  I  think 
my  friend  fromOhiowill  see  that  that  is  the  rffect 
of  the  bill.  The  language  as  it  siuiidf!  now  is 
that  "  the  recovery  and  saiisfaclion  of  a  judgment 
in  any  such  action,"  that  is  to  say  any  action 
such  as  the  fifth  section  provides,  "shall  be  a 
bar  to  the  imposition  of  any  fine  for  the  same  of- 
fense in  any  prosecution  instituted  subsequent  to 
the  recovery  of  such  judgment."  But  of  course 
there  may  be  a  prosecution  instituted  before  and 
prosecuted  before  to  usuccessful  termination,  and 
the  man  may  have  paid  his  fine  or  may  rcmaiti 
liable  for  his  fine,  and  in  that  case,  us  I  under- 
stand the  fifth  sffiction,  he  will  remain  liable  to  be 
proceeded  against  for  the  same  penalty,  $1,000, 
under  this  fifth  section. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  will  not  bo  so  construed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  How  can  it  possibly  be  con- 
strued in  any  other  way? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Ihav<;  read  this  section  two 
or  three  times,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  to  be  about 
as  plain  as  we  can  make  it.  A  person  may  bo 
convicted  of  the  offense,  and  be  fined  and  im- 
prisoned; or  the  penalty  by  fine  may  be  stop[]ed 
by  an  action  of  debt  by  a  common  informer.  It; 
seems  to  mo  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  way.  If 
a  pei-son  who  is  brougiil  up  under  the  fourth  sec- 
tion is  able  to  show  that  he  has  been  convicted 
and  fined  under  the  fifth  section,  he  cannot  be  fined 
again. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  But  may  be  sent  to  prison. 
I  think  that  is  right. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  is  not  the  difficulty.  I 
was  unfortunate  in  explaining  myself,  if  he  has 
been  proceeded  against  under  the  fifth  section  and 
made  to  pay  a  fine  of  #1,000  under  that  section, 
and  is  afterwards  proceeded  against  under  the 
fourth  section,  he  can  i)lead,  in  defense  ofthe  at- 
tempt to  recover  the  penalty  from  him  under  the 
fourth  section,  that  he  has  already  paid  it  under 
the  fifth.  But  suppose  he  is  first  proceeded  against 
under  the  fourth  section,  and  is  made  to  pay 
§1,000  by  that  proceeding,  and  he  is  subsequently 
proceeded  against  under  the  fifth  section,  can  he 
get  clear  of  that  qui  /«»i  action  by  showing  that  he 
has  already  paid  #1,000  under  a  judgment  pro- 
nounced against  him  upon  an  indictment  under 
the  fourth  s(.'Ction  ?     I  think  not. 

iVJr.  FESSENDEN.  You  get  rid  of  the  whole 
difficulty  by  striking  out  the  word  "subsequent- 

ly-" 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  not  necessary  to  strike 
out  anything.  Clearly,  if  the  Senator  from  Ma- 
ryland will  reflect  a  moment,  he  will  see  it.  The 
fifth  section  authorizes  a  suit  to  be  brought,  to 
recover  what  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     A  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.TRUMBULL.  No;"  thepenalty  imposed 
by  the  fourth  section."  Suppose  the  penalty  im- 
posed by  the  fourth  section  has  been  collected  in 
a  criminal  pioceeding  under  that  section,  is  there 
any  penalty  then  to  be  recovered  by  the  qai  tarn 
action  ?     Clearly  not'. 

Mr.  FIENDERSON.  That  action  is  for  the 
amount. 

Mr.TRUMBULL.  For"  the  penalty."  The 
fifth  section  authorizes,  what?  The  recovery  in 
a  qui  lam  action  of  the  penalty  imposed  by  the 
fouiih.  The  penalty  imposed  by  the  fourlli  sec- 
tion has  been  collected  in  a  criminal  suit.  Is  there 
any  jienalty  left  to  be  coUecti.'d  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  But  that  is  not  collected  by 
the  informer.     To  whom  do  you  give  it? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  is  nothing  to  col- 
lect. There  is  no  penalty  after  the  fine  has  been 
paid  in  the  criniinai  pioceediyg.  That  is  the  end 
of  it;  and  then  if  an  informeV  brings  a  qui  lam 
action  to  recover  the  same  penalty  that  has  already 
been  paid,  the  defendant  shov.'s  that  he  is  notsub- 
ject  to  any  penalty,  that  he  is  discharged  by  the 
"criminal  proceeding,  it  is  very  maziest  to  me 
that  there  is  no  trouble  about  it. 

However,  before  the  question  is  talceii,  i  wish 
to  move  to  strike'  out  the  worils  "  the  bonajide 
owner,"  in  the  sixteenth  line  of  the  first  section 
of  the  amendment  of  the  commitiei;;  and  I  hope 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  will  agri;e  to  it.  it  seems 
to  ni'-  that  that  seclion,  as  it  is  fiamcd,  will  din- 
r.iedlt  liir  ImuuIk  ofthe  GovenunrnI .  I  will  lllut?- 
trate  it  by  tsupposin;;  a  case;  it  Is  the  hamc  iileit  tllHt 
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tlic  Sonalor  fioni  Missouri  lius  aliiMily  picscnlbd. 
Suppose  tlint  u  widow  in  my  State  owns  soiiicoF 
the  five-twenty  bonds — and  llicn.'  are  many  such 
CUS08  all  over  the  country — she  cannotcolii'c.t  her 
cou|uins  in  Illinois;  they  uro  not  [uiid  in  gold  there. 
She  sends  tinMn  on  lo  New  York  to  a  bankiT,  and 
he  collects  gold  for  iheni.  She  does  not  want  that 
gold;  it  is  not  to  Ije  sent  to  her  in  Illinois;  butshe 
wants  it  sold,  and  to  receive  the  avails  of  it.  Can 
the  bankrr  ii:  New  York  sell  it  for  her? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Let  us  see.  Is  he  "  the 
6yii«7ii/e  owner"  of  it .'  Who  owns  that  gold.' 
Who  owns  the  goliT received  for  those  coupons.' 
He  i.s  her  agent  in  the  city  of  New  York  to  col- 
lect the  coupons;  he  does  it.  Is  he  "  the  bona 
fide  owner"  of  that  gold.'  I  submit  it  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  that  he  is  the  owner 
for  tlie  purpose  indicated,  and  that  would  bo  so 
held  by  the  courts. 

Mr.  TRUMHULL.     "The  6ona /irfe  owner.'" 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  He  is  the  legal  possessor 
for  his  purpose.  He  has  the  qualified  ownership 
and  can  protect  it.  He  can  bring  an  action  to 
maintain  his  right  to  its  possession.  If  we  are 
going  into  teehniealilies,  he  could  bringan  action 
of  troviM-  under  the  old  law  for  the  very  money, 
the  identical  money  he  received,  the  particular 
pieces  of  gold,  and  even  in  that  action,  where  the 
jjlaintifF  nuist  allege  and  prove  ownership,  it 
would  l)e  a  sufHrient  ownership  to  enable  him  to 
maintaiii  the  action. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  aware  that  for  cer- 
tain purposes  both  the  bailor  and  bailee  are  rc- 
gardi'd  as  the  owner- of  the  property.  In  a  case 
of  larceny,  you  may  allege  sometimes  that  the 
article  is  stolen-froin  one  or  the  other. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  case  which  the  Sena- 
tor contemplates  is  not  embraced  in  the  first  sec- 
tion. When  gold  is  sold  for  cash  and  actually 
delivered,  it  malces  no  difference  whether  it  is  sold 
by  tlie  owner  or  not.  The  first  section  relates 
entirely  lo  sales  on  time;  sales  for  future  delivery,' 
where  the  money  does  not  pass.  It  does  not 
affect  n  sab?  by  anybody  as  agent,  or  in  any  other 
capacity,  of  gold  where  there  is  an  actual  delivery 
of  irold  and  an  .iciual  receipt  of  money  for  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  This  clause  is  not  so,  if 
I  undersiaii'l  it.     Let  us  see. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Will  the  Sena- 
tor from  I  llinois  please  stale  his  amendmentagain.' 

Mr.  TRUM  BULL.  1  move  to  strike  out  in  the 
sixteenth  line  of  iliefirsL  section  of  the  committee's 
amendment  the  word,  "the  bona  fide  owner." 
The  language  of  the  latter  part  of  the  section  for- 
bids the  making  of  "any  contract  whatever  for 
the  sale,  loan,  or  delivery  of  any  gold  coin  or  bul- 
lion or  foreign  exchange,  of  which  the  person 
making  such  contract" — what  contract.'  "Any 
contract  whatever  for  the  sale,  loan  or  delivery  of 
■which"  the  person  making  the  contract  "shall 
not  at  the  time  of  making  such  contract  be  the 
bona  fide  owner  in  actual  possession. "  That  does 
not  rr^fcr  back  to  the  sale. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Pej-haps  it  does  not;  but 
I  want  to  ask  the  honorable  Senator  if  thataffects 
in  any  way  the  action  through  an  attorney.'  Who 
is  the  person  that  sells.'  Suppose  I  own  a  quan- 
tity of  coin  and  I  make  the  Senator  my  attorney 
to  sell  it  for  me,  am  I  not  the  owner  in  actual  [pos- 
session,and  do  1  not  sell  it  though  I  employ  him 
to  make  the  transfer  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  shows  the  difficulty, 
because  the  Smatcu'  from  Ohio  and  the  Senator 
from  Maine  disagree  on  that  very  point.  The 
Senator  from  Ohio  says  the  l)ank(,>r  is  the  actual 
owner.  The  Senator fiom  Maine  thinks  the  per- 
Hon  who  .■lends  the  coupons  to  him  is  the  owner, 
atid  the  banki'r  is  »  mere  agent. 

Mr.  FESSRiN'l^EN.     Both  may  be  owners. 

Mr.  SIJERMAN.     Both  or  either. 

iMr.  TRUMBULL.  Of  what  i.rwsible  u.se  can 
ihr  wordH,"  the  h'lnnfidc  owner,"  be  here.'  What 
benefit  is  khere  in  having  those  words  in.'  What 
objectimi  is  there  to  a  party  who  has  gold  act- 
ually in  his  posH''.ssi(ni  selling  it .'  You  need  not 
hgislale  in  regard  lo  that.  If  somebody  else  places 
it  in  his  hnnds  lo  sell,  then  according  lo  the  vi(;w 
which  the  Senator  from  Maine  takes  it  would  be 
the  Hah-  of  i\\i:  party  really  in  interest,  lln?  oilier 
parly  acting  as  his  agent.  Why  put  in  these 
•wordw,"  the  h(iii«/i(/r owner?"  Taking  the  whole 
Hcnifncc  together,  it  looks  to  me  ns  requiring  that 


the  party  who  makes  the  sale  shall  be  the  abs*- 
lute  owner  of  the  property,  not  the  agent  simply. 
I  can  see  no  possible  use  in  retaitiing  the  words, 
"  the  bona  fide  owner;"  and  undoubtedly,  if  we 
strike  them  out,  the  person  in  actual  possession 
will  have  a  right  to  sell  the  gold,  and  sell  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  real  owner.  The  words  are 
certainly  susceptible  of  the  construction  I  give 
them;  and  if  we  adopt  the  bill  in  that  form  I 
really  think  there  will  be  difficulty.  I  cannot  see 
any  possible  use  in  retaining  the  words;  and  if 
there  is  none,  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Ohio  wrll 
consent  to  let  them  go  out. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  those  words  be  stricken 
out,  will  not  the  language  be  exceedingly  crude 
and  awkward?  If  the  Senator  strikes  out  these 
words,  he  must  jiut  in  some  other  words.  "  At 
the  lime  of  making  the  same  be  in  actual  posses- 
sion"— of  whom? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  "Of  which  the  person 
making  such  contract  shall  not  at  tlie  time  of 
making  such  contract  be  in  actual  possession." 
Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  strike  out  the  words 
"such  contract"  where  they  last  occur  and  insert 
"  the  same." 

Mr.  S»HERMAN.  Probably  by  inserting  those 
descriptive  words  it  would  answer. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  think  itwould  read  bet- 
ter in  that  way.  My  amendment  is,  in  line  six- 
teen of  the  first  section  of  the  committee's  amend- 
mentto  strike  out  "such  contract"and  insert"  the 
same;"  and  also  to  strike  out  "  the  bona  fide  own- 
er." 

Theamendmentto  theamendmentwasagreed  to. 

The  amendment  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  as  amended  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  1  now  move  the  same  amend- 
ment which  was  proposed  yesterday  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Clark,]  to  strike 
out  in  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth  lines 
of  the  first  section  the  words  "  by  the  manual  de- 
livery of  United  States  notesor  national  currency, 
and  not  otherwise."  I  ask  for  the  yens  and  nays 
on  thisamendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  15,  nays  24;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Me.ssrs.  Biickalcu',  Clurlf,  Coll.imor,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Griaics,  Harding,  Iliuris,  Hcnclersoii,  Hendricks, 
Jolinson,  Morgan,  Powell,  Kiddle,  and  Saiilsbury — 15. 

N A Ysj— Messrs.  Aiiiliony,  Brown,  Conness,  Dixon,  Doo- 
little,  Fessenden,  l^ostor,  Male,  Howard,  Lane  of  Jndiajia, 
Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Nosinitli,  Pomeroy,  Kanisey,  Slier- 
man,  Spiaguf,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck, Trumbull,  Van  Winkle, 
Wilkinson,  VVilley,  and  Wilson — 24. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TP.UMBULL.  I  voted  against  .the  last 
amendment  proposed,  and  I  did  so  for  the  pur- 
pose of  moving  a  reconsideration.  It  does  seem 
to  me  that  we  are  riiaking  a  mistake  if  we  refuse 
to  strike  out  those  words.  The  effect  of  it  is — 
and  if  the  Senate  mean  that,  of  course  I  do  not 
wish  to  take  up  their  time  or  resist  their  convic- 
tion— that  a  person  having  gold  cannot  with  it 
buy  a  foreign  bill  of  exchange. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Why  not? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Because  this  provision  of 
the  bill  provides  that  he  shall  not  buy  it  with  any- 
thing but  currency. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Can  he  not  buy  currency 
with  the  gold  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  He  can;  but  will  you  re- 
quire a  man  who  has  the  gold  to  go  to  a  money- 
shaver  and  sell  his  gold  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
currency,  and  then  go  with  that  currency  to  buy 
a  bill  of  exchange?  Shall  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates,  which  has  occasion  to  purchase  for- 
eign bills  for  the  purpose  of  jiaying  its  ministers 
alnoad,  and  has  the  gold  to  do  it  with,  be  com- 
pelled to  sell  the  gold  for  paper  with  which  lo 
purchase  those  bills,  or  may  it  purchase  the  bills 
with  its  gold  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  not 
to  pass  a  bill  declaring  that  with  gold  a  person 
should  not  make,  a  purchase  of  anything. 

Mr.  COLLAiMER.  Will  ihogenlleman  indulge 
me  in  a  suggijslinn?  Suppose  a  man  has  a  bill 
of  exchange  lo  sell,  having  sent  produce  abroad, 
and  he  is  not  willing  to  sell  it  for  curr<'ncy  but  is 
willing  to  sell  it  fm' gold,  and  a  man  stands  by 
with  the  gold  to  buy  it:  that  is  not  piu'initled  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Notonly  that, bulit  forces 
a  man  lo  sulnnit  lo  a  double  shave.  Isubmitthat 
this  ought  not  to  be  done. 

Mr.  (JOLLAMIOR.  Perhaps  the  gentleman 
dueu  iiut  uiideruiand  mc. 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  understand  the  Senator. 
If  the  holder  of  foreign  exchange  would  only  sell 
it  for  gold,  and  a  man  had  gold  to  pay  for  it,  and 
both  parties  were  agreed  and  wanted  to  make  the 
bargain,  they  could  not  make  it  under  this  bill. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Going  and  getting  green- 
backs would  not  do  any  good  if  the  man  would 
not  take  greenbacks. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  would  not  help  it. 
But  why  subject  people  to  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing to  sell  their  gold  ?  The  object  of  the  bill  is  to 
prevent  trading  in  gold,  and  yet  this  feature  of 
it  actually  compels  the  holder  of  gold  who  may 
have  received  it  as  interest  on  the  bonds  of  the 
United  Slates  to  sell  it  in  order  to  purchase  for- 
eign exchange. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Will  the  Senator  permit  ma 
to  ask  him  whether  he  does  not  consider  gold 
now  as  a  part  of  the  national  currency  of  the 
United  States? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     I  do,  certainly. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then,  if  it  is  national  cur- 
rency, you  can  buy  exchange  with  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  not,  according  to 
the  termsof  the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  is  the  language  of  it, 
I  think. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  not  the  bill  before 
me;  but  I  think  the  language  will  not  justify  that 
construction. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  language  is  "  manual 
delivery  of  United  States  notes  or  national  cur- 
rency."    I  suppose  gold  is  national  currency. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  it  is  susceptible  of  that 
construction,  the  difficulty  is  obviated;  but  I  sup- 
posed that  the  wolds  "national  currency"  there 
had  reference  to  the  currency  of  the  national 
banks  ■we  have  established  which  has  that  popu- 
lar name.  I  supposed  that  was  the  meaning  of 
the  phrase. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
notes  of  those  banks  will  be  a  portion  of  the  na- 
tional currency;  but  it  by  no  means  follows  that 
because  they  will  be  national  currency,  gold  and 
silver  coin  will  not  equally  be  national  currency. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  In  order  to  abbreviate  this 
controversy,  let  me  read  to  the  Senate  the  sec- 
tion: 

That  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  ra.ike  any  contract  for  the 
purchase  or  sale,  or  for  the  loan  or  delivery,  of  any  gold 
coin  or  bullion,  or  of  any  foreign  exchange,  at  any  ^time 
subsequent  to  the  making  of  such  contract,  or  for  ine'pay- 
nient  of  any  sum,  either  fiTed  or  contingent,  in  default  of 
the  delivery  of  any  gold  coin  or  bullion,  or  of  any  foreign 
exchange,  or  upon  any  other  terms  than  the  immediate 
manual  delivery  of  such  gold  coin  or  bullion,  or  foreign 
e.xcliange,  and  Ihe  iinincdiale  payment  in  full  of  the  agreed 
price  thereof  by  the  manual  delivery  of  United  States 
notes,  or  national  currency,  and  not  otherwise. 

This  does  not  |3reveiit  any  man  from  buying 
gold,  silver,  bullion,  or  foreign  exchange,  or  any- 
thing else  that  he  receives  in  hand  and  pays  for 
wkth  gold  or  paper  or  horses.  Under  the  opera- 
tion of  this  bill  he  may  buy  anything  whatever, 
provided  that  thing  is  delivered  to  him  in  hand, 
and  paid  for  at  the  lime  in  gold,  horses,  wheat, 
notes,  or  anything  he  chooses.  The  only  piir- 
pose  of  this  fii-st  section  is  to  prevent  lime  sales. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  object  is  to  pre- 
vent time  sales,  why  say  that  the  transaction 
shall  be  unlawful  unless  payment  is  made  in  na- 
tional currency?  Do  you  mean  to  allow  time 
sal(!S  if  payment  is  made  in  national  currency? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes;  it  goes  on  to  pro- 
vide  

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  the  object  is  not  to 
prevent  time  sales,  for  if  you  pay  in  national  cur- 
rency you  may  have  time. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  nothing  in  the  bill 
to  prevent  a  man  from  buying  a  bill  of  exchange 
payable  on  time,  provided  he  pays  the  money 
down  for  it.    I  have  said  that  over  and  overagain. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  answer  my  question  as  to  what 
is  the  benefit  of  the  words  which  the  Senator  from 
New  York  moved  to  strike  out.  The  bill  accom- 
plishes the  object  which  the  Senator  from  Ohio  says 
IS  its  design  if  you  strike  ihem  out.  By  looking 
carefully  at  the  language  of  llii;  bill,  it  will  be  seen 
that  it  provides  that  this  sale  shall  not  lake  jjlace 
"upon  any  other  terms  than  the  immediate  man- 
ual delivery  «f  such  gold  coin,  or  bullion,  or  for- 
eign exchange,  and  the  immediate  pay  niiiiit  in  full 
of  the  agreed  price  thereof."  Why  not  stop 
there?     That  prevents  time  sales. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     1  answered  that  yesterday 
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by  stating  distinctly  that  if  it  was  left  there  the 
payment  would  be  made  by  a  check,  and  that  a 
man  with  $1,000  in  a  banlc  in  New  York  might 
drawchecks  to  the  amouiitof  ;^100,000;  and  thus, 
without  the  words  that  the  Senator  wants  to  strike 
out,  the  operation  of  the  bill  would  be  entirely 
evaded.  You  can  even  have  your  checks  certi- 
fied,and  with  certified  checks  nearlyall  the  trans- 
actions in  New  York  are  carried  on.  This  pro- 
vision is  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  impedi- 
ments in  the  way,  and  avoiding  this  operation  of 
checking.  The  Senator  from  New  York  can  ex- 
plain it  a  great  deal  better  than  1  can.  With 
$1,000  in  a  bank  in  New  York  I  can  draw  checks 
for  $100,000,  and  I  may  buy  that  much  gold  if  I 
can  pay  for  it  in  checks;  and  before  a  single  check 
is  presented  for  payment,  in  the  round-about  way 
in  which  they  are  presented  through  the  clearing- 
house,] can  sell  the  gold  a  hundred  times  by  actual 
delivery. 

Mr. TRUMBULL.  I  willnotdiscuss  itlonger. 
I  have  stated  what  I  think  ig  the  objection  to  the 
words. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  to 
reconsider  the  vote  rejecting  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  New  York". 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted-j— yeas  23,  nays  17;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Conness,  Dixon,  Doo- 
little,  Fessendeii,  Foster,  Hale,  Howard,  Howe,  L;uie  of 
Indiana,  Laneof  Kansas, Morgan, Morrill, Ponieroy,  Ram- 
sey, Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner, Ten  Eyck,  Van  VVinlile, 
Wilkinson,  and  Wilson— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Collamcr,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Grimes,  Harding,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks, 
Johnson,  Nosmith,  Powell,  Riddle, Saulsbury, Trumbull, 
and  Willey— 17. 

So  the  bill  was  passed.  Its  title  was  amended 
to  read:  "A  bill  to  prohibit  certain  sales  of  gold 
and  foreign  exchange." 

MASSACRE  AT  FORT  PILLOW. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  presented  for 
reference  the  joint  resolution  (FI.  R.  No.  65)  di- 
recting the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war 
to  examine  into  the  recent  attack  on  Fort  Pillow; 
and  it  was  read  a  first  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  wish  to  have  that  joint  res- 
olution passed  upon  at  present. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     1  think  we  had  better. 

Several  Senators.     Let  it  be  read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  joint  res- 
olution^will  be  read  the  second  time  at  length. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read,  as  follows: 

Resolocil,  t5c-,  'J'hat  the  joint  committee  on  the  conduct 
of  the  war,  or  such  members  thereofas  the  committee  may 
designate,  be,  and  are  hereby,  directed  to  proceed  at  once 
to  Fort  Pillow,  Tennessee 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  object  to  its  consider- 
ation to-day.    Let  our  resolution  go  down  to  them. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  joint  res- 
olution will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  resolution  of  the  Senate 
to-day  was  not  joint.  The  Senator  from  Maine 
says  let  ours  go  to  them.     It  will  not  go  to  thein. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  If  this  can  be  amended 
without  any  debate  or  difiiculty  so  as  to  conform 
to  our  resolution,  I  will  not  object. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  This  is  a  positive  direction 
to  the  c(immittee  to  repair  to  Fort  Pillow. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  I  was  opposed  to, 
and  I  objected  to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Why  not  strike  out  all  after 
the  resolving  clause  and  insert  our  resolution,  and 
send  it  back.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Then  1  move  that  the  reso- 
lution passed  to-day  by  the  Senate  be  inserted 
after  the  enacting  claus^e  as  a  substitute  for  this. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Was  the  resolution  adopted 
this  morning  a  joint  resolutiott.-' 

Mr.  SUMNER  and  Mr.  HOWARD.  No. 
We  propo.se  to  substitute  that  for  this. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection  to  the  consideration  of  the  yee- 
oiution. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  4'c.,  That  the  joint  committee  on  the  conduct 
of  the  war,  or  such  members  thereofas  the  committee  may 
designate,  be,  and  are  hereby,  directed  to  proceed  at  once  to 
Fort  Pillow,  Tennessee,  and  examine  into  all  the  facts  and 
circumstances  attending  the  recent  attack  upon  and  capture 
ofiiaid  fort  by  the  rebels, and  report  thereon  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

Mr.  FIOWARD.  I  move  to  amend  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  by  sub- 
stituting the  resolution  on  the  same  subject  passed 
by  the  Senate  this  morning. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  words  to 
be  inserted  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

That  the  joint  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
the  rumored  slaughter  of  tlie  Union  troops  after  their  sur- 
render at  the  recent  attack  on  Fort  Pillow,  Tennessee,  and 
that  they  report  the  facts  to  Congress  as  soon  as  possible  ; 
and  also  whether  Fort  Pillow  could  have  been  sufficiently 
reinforced  or  evacuated,  and  if  so,  why  it  was  not  done. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  joint  resolution  to  be  read  a  third  time. 
It  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

HOUSE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  severally  read  twice  by  their 
titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  (No.  183)  to  secure  the  speedy  transporta- 
tion of  the  mails — to  the  Committee  on  PostOffices 
and  Post  Roads. 

A  bill  (No.  406)  supplementary  to  an  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  grant  pensions,"  approved  July 
14,  1862 — to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

A  bill  (No.  407)  authorizing  the  establishment 
of  ocean  mail  steamship  service  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Brazil — to  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

A  bill  (No.  408)  for  the  relief  of  postmasters 
who  have  been  robbed  by  confederate  forces  or 
rebel  guerrillas — to  the  Committee  on  Post  Ofiices 
and  Post  Roads. 

LEGISLATIVE,  ETC.,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  move,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  having  it  the  order  of  the  day  on  Mon- 
day, to  take  up  the  legislative, executive,  and  judi- 
cial appropriation  bill. 

The  motion  was  agi'eed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.     I  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed-  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  ^pril  16,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  appro^red. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  IMMIGRATION. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  from  the  special  committee  on  im- 
migration, reported  a  bill  to  encourage  immigra- 
tion; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  recommitted  to  the  committee, and,  with 
the  accompanying  report,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  under  the  in- 
struction of  the  committee,  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion for  the  printing  often  thousand  extra  copies 
of  the  bill  and  report;  which  was  referred,  under 
the  law,  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

BOUNTIES  TO  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  FENTON,  byi^\nanimoiis  consent,  pre- 
sented the  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture .of  New  York  in  relation  to  the  bounties  of 
volunteers;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MILITARY  RAILROADS. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Kentucky,  by  unanimous 
consi'tit,  introduced  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  Cojigress,  December  3,  1861,  used  the  following 
language:  "  I  deem  it  of  hnponancc  that  the  loyal  regions 
of  East  Tennessee  and  western  North  Carolina  should  be 
connected  with  Kentucky  and  other  faithful  pans  of  the 
Union  liy  railroad.  I  therefore  recommend  as  a  military 
measure  that  Congress  provide  lor-the  coiistruction  ofsucli 
road  as  speedily  as  possible.  Kentucky  no  (hnibt  will  co- 
operate, juiri  throngh  her  Legisiaiiire  make  tlie  most  judi- 
f^ioiis  .selection  of  alin(!.  'J'he.  iiortiierri  ti'rminus  miisteon- 
heet  with  .-ioiim  c.visling  railroad,  ami  wiielhrr  the  route 
shall  be  from  Lexington  or  Nicholasvillc  to  Cumburlaud 


Gap,  or  from  Lebanon  to  the  Tennessee  line  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Knoxville,  or  on  some  still  different  nmte,  can  easily 
be  determined.  Kentucky  and  the  General  Government 
cooperating,  the  work  can  be  completed  in  a  very  short 
time;  and  when  done,  it  will  be  not  only  of  vast  present 
usefulness,  but  also  a  valuable  permamuit  impiovemcnt, 
worth  its  cost  in  all  the  future."  And  whereas  the  wisdom 
of  that  recommendation  and  the  absolute  neeessiiyfor  such 
road  has  been  rmiile  manifest  by  the  great  difHculty  and 
enormous  cost  in  transporting  Army  supplies,  &c.,  from 
Cincinnati  and  the  interiorof  Kentucky  to  Cumberland  Gap 
and  East  Tennessee ;  and  whereas  different  routes  have 
been  surveyed  and  found  practicable,  4nd  the  Legislature 
of  Kentucky  has  resolved  that  a  route  crossing  Cumber- 
land river  above  the  falls  should  be  adopted  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in- 
quire into  the  necessity  and  expediency  of  theconstruction 
of  a  railroad  for  military  and  other  purposes,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  President- in  his  message  of  Decembers, 
1861 ;  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

NEVADA. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
of  the  Territory  of  Nevada,  asking  for  an  amend- 
ment of  their  organic  act;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  to  amend  the  ninth  section  of  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  organize  the  Territory  of 
Nevada;"  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

TAX  UPON  TOBACCO. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, presented  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri  in  reference  to  taxing  to- 
bacco in  that  State;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

NORTHEASTERN  DEFENSES. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  1  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  present  resolutions  of  the 
State  of  Maine  relative  to  the  protection  of  her 
northeastern  frontier. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     Let  th«  resolutions  be  read. 

The  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  Are  those  resolutions 
before  the  House .' 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  without  unanimous  con- 
sent, but  it  has  always  been  customary  to  receive 
resolutions  from  a  State  and  to  order  that  they  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.     I  object. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.STEVENS,by  unanimous  consent,  moved 
that  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Navy 
appropriation  bill  be  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

GENERAL  ROBERT  ANDERSON. 

Mr.  KERNAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented resolutions  of  the  State  of  New  York,  ask- 
ing that  General  Robert  Anderson  be  placed  upon 
the  retired  list  of  the  Army  with  full  pay;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CHARLES  B.  SHIRLEY. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Accounts  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed  to 
pay  out  of  the  contingent  fund  to  Charles  15.  Shirley  for 
service  as  messenger  .'^750,  the  same  being  for  six  months' 
service  from  May  1,  18.58;  said  Shirley  to  receive  the  same 
in  full  payment  of  his  claim  for  $'2,813  88  presented  to  the 
Connnittec  of  Accounts. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  We  ought  to  have  some  ex- 
planation of  this  matter. 

Mr.  DAWES.  If  there  is  to  be  debate  I  must 
object. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  And  I  object  until  we  have 
a  full  explanation  of  the  matter. 

SEVENTH  CONGRESSIONAL  DISTRICT  VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  DAWES.  1  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. I  call  up  the  case  of  Mr.  Kitchen,  claiming 
to  represent  the  seventh  congressional  district  of 
Virginia. 

The  Clerk  rend  the  resolution  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  I!.  M.  Kitchen  is  not  entitled  to  a  scat  In 
this  House  asa  llc^presentative  in  tlu^ 'f  lurty-lOighih  Con- 
gress from  the  seventh  congressional  district  in  Virginia^ 

Mr.  SMITH.    Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  ua-  , 
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dcr  consideration  is  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  demands  the  scrioiis  attention  of  the  House. 
It  is  a  question  involving  the  interest  and  lives, 
present  and  future,  of  over  one  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

In  the  view  I  have  taken,  differing;  from  the 
Committee  of  Elections  and  presenting  a  minor- 
ity report,  I  liave  been  guided  by  the  grave  idea 
entertained  by  me  all  the  time  since  this  war  be- 
g;an,  that  no  State  which  had  composed  a  part  of 
the  Union  was  at  tlii.s  time,  or  liad  been  at  any 
time,  out  ttf  the  Union;  and  that  whenever  the 
arms  of  the  Government  had  reasserted  its  au- 
thority in  any  portion  of  a  State,  that  State,  or  at 
least  that  portion  of  it,  was  within  the  control  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  Government.  Not  oidy  that, 
but  that  the  loyal  people  of  that  section  thus  re- 
deemed from  the  power  of  the  insurgents  by  the 
arms  of  the  Government  had  a  riglu  to  assemble 
thcmsi.lves  togeiherand  express  their  preferences 
so  far  as  representation  is  concerned,  and  were 
entitled  to  the  great  privilege  of  being  heard  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation. 

AVe  all  know,  sir,  at  what  time  and  under  what 
circumstances  this  State  of  Virginia,  or  a  ])ortion 
of  the  people  of  Virginia,  undertook  to  repudiate 
the  Government  of  tlic  United  States  and  take  the 
State  out  of  the  Union.  We  all  know  the  tre- 
mendous conflict  which  has  been  waged  on  the 
soil  of  that  State.  We  know  that  there  the  armies 
of  the  rebellion  and  the  armies  of  the  Union  have 
met,  have  fought, and  have  alternated  in  their  vic- 
tories and  defeais.  These  terrible  and  almost  un- 
paralleled conflicts  were  the  result  of  misguided 
and  insane  legislation  and  ordinances  on  the  partof, 
as  I  believe,  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Virginia. 
Yet  the  minority,  lying  behind  and  inactiveand  un- 
lieard  in  these  great  movements,  iiad  their  rights 
and  privileges  under  the  Constitution  and  Govern- 
ment, and  though  kept  down  and  oppressed  by  re- 
bellion and  treason  for  a  time, when  the  arms  of  the 
Government  reached  beyond  them  and  encircled 
them  in  their  powerful  arms,  this  loyal  people, 
tliese  noble  and  patriotic  men  had  a  rigli  land  ought 
to  be  heard.  Tliis  desperate  act  of  secession  was 
committed  by  the  whole  State  of  Virginia,  or  ra- 
ther when  there  was  but  one  State;  now  there  are 
two. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  here  to  discuss  the  propriety 
or  impropi-iety  of  the  division  of  that  State,  but  to 
consider  it  as  a  fact  that  there  are  two  States, 
West  Virginia  and  Virginia.  Both  Slates  are 
recognized  by  the  Government,  both  are  organ- 
ized, both  are  acting.  There  are  to-day  in  both 
branches  of  Congress  representatives  from  the 
Slate  of  West  Virginia.  Tliereare  the  represent- 
atives in  the  other  branch ;  there  are  here  three  Rcf"!- 
rcsentatives.  There  is  her  Legislature,  her  judi- 
ciary, nil  the  necessary  machinery  to  carry  on  and 
to  make  her  a  State.  The  State  of  Virginia  is  the 
old  Slate  with  West  Virginia  cut  off.  She,  too, 
hasher  Governor,  her  Lieutenant  Governor,  her 
Legislature,  her  judiciary,  and  all  the  machinery 
requisite  to  make  her  a  State.  She  lias  her  Sen- 
ator. She  had  her  two  Senator.s  One  of  them 
has  died  during  the  present  session.  HerLegis- 
lalure,  which  will  meet  again  in  a  few  days,  will, 
as  I  understand,  proceed  to  elect  a  successor  to 
Mr.  Rowdcn.  Tlie  Government  at  Washington 
has  recognized  the  Slate  of  Virginia  as  a  State, 
the  Legislature  at  Alexandria  as  the  Legislature 
of  Virgihin,  the  judges  on  the  bench  as  the  Judges 
of  Virginia.  The  magistrates  and  sheriffs  and 
constables  and  all  the  other  ofiicers  of  that  Statu 
are  recognized  as  the  legal  officers  of  Virginia. 

Not  only  that,  but  the  Government  has  gone 
on  to  collect  its  taxes.  It  has  gone  on  lo  collect 
its  revenue,  and  makes  the  State  of  Virginia  pay 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  a  propor- 
tional part  for  the  maintenance  of  the;  Govern- 
ment. I  ask  by  what  authority  the  Government 
exercises  I  hat  jurisdiction  over  any  portion  of  the 
pcojile  nf  Virginia,  holding  lliem  responsibh:  for 
the  revrnues  of  tin;  Government,  holding  them 
rCBponaibIn  for  laws  enacted  l)y  Congress  and  not 
t>roviding  ihem  representation  upon  the  floor;;  of 
Congref:s. 

Thi.s  election  wliicli  wa.s  held  for  Representa- 
tives to  this  Congress  was  according  to  the  law  of 
Congress.  The  requirements  of  the  Constitution 
had  been  fulfilled.  The  State  liad  been  n|)p(n- 
tioned  and  laid  off  into  di.stricts  according  to  the 
census  of  1860.     The  Legishilurc  of  Virginia  and 


the  Congress  of  the  United  States  conceded  that 
Virginia  was  entitled  to  her  representation  here 
just  as  much  as  to  her  representation  in  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State.  The  State  of  Virginia, 
under  that  law,  and  in  obedience  to  the  request 
of  the  people,  through  their  Representatives  m 
Congress,  met  in  iVJay,  1863,  to  elect  their  Rep- 
resentatives. There  were  four  orfive  candidates 
for  the  office  of  Representaiive  in  that  district. 
Mr.  McKenzie,  whose  case  has  been  heard  and 
decided,  was  one;  Mr.  Kitchen  was  another;  Mr. 
Upton  another;  Mr.  Gallagher  another;  Mr. 
M  inor  another,  and  Mr.  Massey  another.  Tiie 
district  was  comfiosed  of  the  counties  of  Alexan- 
dria,-Berkeley,  Frederick,  Shenandoah,  Jeffer- 
son, Clarke,  Waircn,  Loudoun,  Fauquier,  Fair- 
fax, and  Prince  William. 

Now,  sir,  the  Committee  of  Elections,  whose 
report  is  before  the  House,  has  given,  in  ray  judg- 
ment, one  of  the  most  wonderful  expressions 
which  ever  emanated  from  a  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. While  I  have  the  highest  regard  for,  atul 
while  I  regret  to  differfrom  thatcommittee,  I  must 
say  I  believe  justice  and  right  are  with  me;  hence 
I  am  bold  to  advocate  the  claim  of  Mr.  Kitchen. 
I  stand  here  alone  to  defend  his  rights,  and  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  the  seventh  congressional 
district  of  Virginia.  Tlic  committee  were  not 
settled  or  determined  as  to  the  conclusigns  they 
came  to  in  this  report  from  the  evidence  before 
them.     The  report  states: 

"The  coimiiittee  found  soni';  difficulty  in  cnminj;  to  a 
decision  upon  tiiis  (jneption;  but  tlie  conclusion  to  wliieli 
they  have,  arrived,  alter  a.  carertil  consideration,  they  now 
submit  to  ilie  (lou-so. 

"  Tiie  case  conies  so  near  to  wliat  seems  to  be  the  divid- 
ing lino,  as  establishod  by  the  precedents  oT  the  last  House 
in  similar  cases,  and  the  judgment  of  tliis  coiuniittec  in 
the  case  of  Joseph  Seiiar,  heretofore  reported  to  theHouae, 
that  the  difficulty  lies  in  deteniiining  upon  which  side  of 
that  line  it  falls." 

The  election  was  held  in  six  of  the  eleven  coun- 
ties composing  that  district.  Hence  a  majority 
had  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  voted,  some  en- 
tirely, other.s'to  alessextcnt.  The  fact  was  that 
a  majority  of  the  counties  voted.  It  is  also  true 
that  a  lYiajority  of  the  electors  were  in  those  coun- 
ties. 

The  committee  has  come  to  a  conclusion  with 
difficulty,  yet  they  offer  this  report.  They  had 
doubt  whether  to  admit  Mr.  Kitchen  or  any  other 
man  to  represent  the  seventh  congressional  dis- 
trict of  Virginia.  They  say  that  they  found  dif- 
ficulty in  coming  to  a  conclusion  on  this  question. 
They  knew  from  the  census  which  wc  had  before 
us  that  the  counties  composing  the  seventh  dis- 
trict of  Virginia  had  a  population  of  white  and 
black  of  147,621.  The  counties  that  voted  in  part, 
or  entire,  had  a  population  of  v/hite  and  black  of 
81,195.  Those  are  the  facts.  What  does  the 
Constitution  say.' 

"  Ileproscntativcs  and  direct  ta.\C9  shall  be  apportioned 
anioni;  the  several  States  wliicli  may  he;  included  within 
this  Union,  according  lo  their  respective  numbers,  whicli 
shall  be  determined  by  addinsto  the  whole  iiumb<'r  of  free 
persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  excluding  Jiulians  not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  all 
(Jlhcr  persons." 

Now,  sir,  there  were  ni  the  seventh  congres- 
sional district  of  Virginia  this  number  of  people, 
while  and  black,  including  slaves,  which  entitled 
them  to  representation  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  Yet  there  was  nothing  before  the 
committee,  there  was  nothing  in  the  report,  and 
lluie  was  nothing  in  the  petition  of  either  of  the 
geiiilemen  wliicii  indicated  that  the  whole  people 
of  six  counties  could  not  have  voted.  The  whole 
district  was  under  rebel  jufi'sdiclion  once,  and  no 
man  could  vote  there;  but  when  this  election  was 
held  inore  than  one  half  had  the  right  to  vote. 
Yet,  say  the  eight  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee, ihcy  could  not  vote. 

1  know  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
argued  in  ihe  lew  remarks  he  made  awhile  ago, 
and  will  argue  in  his  conclusion,  (hat  the  raids 
and  difficulties  that  were  apprehended  in  that  dis- 
trict on  the  part  of  Union  men  prevented  them 
from  voting.  But,  sir,  that  reasoning  is  falla- 
cious; there  is  notliing  in  it.  If  there  were  but 
five  volers  in  a  county  who  had  the  moral  cour- 
ag<'  lo  comi'  to  ihe  polls  and  cast  iheir  votes  for 
a  candidate  who  liad^ollered  hiinsc;lf,  while  there 
was  no  disturbance  existing  to  prevent  five  iiun- 
dred  more  from  doing  it,  nre  the  five  to  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  failure  of  llii;  others  to  do  their 
duly?  Of,  sir,  is  iioi  it  llu'  triu'  rule  that  if  they 
could  have,  voted  and  failed  to  do  so,  Ihey  must 


abide  by  the  decision  of  the  five  who  did  have 
the  moral  courage  to  go  and  cast  their  votes  and 
maintain  their  rights  as  citizens.'' 

[Mr.  Smith  here  gave  way  for  other  business — 
the  introduction  of  a  bill  from  the  Senate.  Sub- 
sequently this  case  was  called  up  by  Mr.  Dawes, 
cliairrnan  of  the  Committee  of  Elections.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Smith]  is  entitled  to  the  floor  to  con- 
clude his  speech,  he  having  already  occupied 
fifteen  minutes  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  SMITI-L  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  intend 
to  occupy  much  of  the  lime  of  the  House  this 
morning  on  this  case.  1  will  merely  present  the 
facts  connected  with  it,  that  the  House  may  vote 
intelligeiilly  on  the  subject.  I  should  not  say  any- 
thing were  it  not  for  the  great  principle,  as  I  con- 
ceive, involved  in  the  question  as  to  whether  Mr. 
Kitchen  is  entitled  to  a  seat  upon  this  floor. 

The  House  will  remember  I  havealready  stated 
that  six  out  of  the  eleven  counties  composing  the 
seventh  congressional  district  of  Virginia  partici- 
pated to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  this  election;  that 
there  were  between  two  and  three  thousand  voles 
cast;  and  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that 
the  entire  vote  of  the  counties  could  not  have  been 
cast.  The  only  question  upon  whicli  tlicro  can 
be  doubt  as  to  whether  this  man  is  entitled  to  his 
sent  is,  whether  the  county  of  Berkeley,  compos- 
ing a  part  of  this  dislrict,  is  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia or  ihe  State  of  West  Virginia.  There  was 
a  vote  on  the  3d  of  May  to  carry  the,  county  of 
Berkeley  into  West  Virginia;  but,  sir,  there  has 
been  no  action  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  or  West 
Virginia,  or  Congress  to  transfer  Berkeley  to 
West  Virginia. 

The  majority  of  this  committee,  in  discussing 
this  question,  state: 

-  "Tiie  act  of  Congress  admitting  West  Virginia  into  the 
Union  enumerates  the  counties  of  the  old  State  which  shall 
compose  the  new  one — and  licrkeley  is  not  one  of  lliein. 
Congress  has  never  consented  to  the  transfer  of  the  county 
of  Berkeley  from  the  one  State  to  the  other,  and  vviihoiit 
that  consent  it  cannot  be  done.  Herkcley  county  is  there- 
fore still  a  part  of  the  old  Slate  of  Virginia.  Tlic  vole  of 
Berkeley  county  must  consequently  be  counted  in  the  result 
unless^there  be  some  other  and  vaiid  ohjceiion  to  it."' 

Now,  the  committee  have  admitted  ^mt  this 
county  was  a  part  of  the  district,  and  that  a  vote 
was  cast  in  that  districtfora  Representative  to  this 
Congress.-  The  objection  urged  by  the  coinniit- 
tee,  tiiat  the  great  troubles  growing  out  of  the  war, 
that  the  occupation  of  Virginia  by  the  tremendous 
armies  whicli  occupied  Virginia  before,  and  to 
some  extei}t  since  tliat  election,  made  a  fair  elec- 
tion at  that  jieriod  impossiijlc.  It  is  an  important 
fact,  which  has  already  been  slated,  and  which  is 
presented  in  this  report,  that  in  a  large  mtijority 
of  these  counties  the  pollsAvere  regulail}' opened, 
and  a  majority  of  the  jicople  voted,  and  the  fact 
that  the  entire  vote  of  the  district  Vv-as  not  cast  is 
no  reason  why  Mr.  Kitchen  should  be  excluded. 
We  have  ado]ited  since  the  war  begun  more  than 
one  precedent  directly  in  point,  and  men  now  oc- 
cupy seats  upon  this  floor  who  received  but  a  very 
small  number  of  voles  in  their  dislricls  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rebellion.  My  colleague  on  my  right 
[Mr.  ANnERSON]  received  but  a  small  vole  coin- 
paraiively  in  his  district,  and  his  predecessor  re- 
ceived a  much  smaller  vote  than  my  colleague  re- 
ceived. I  believe  that  he  had  only  some  four  or  five 
hundred  voles  altogether.  And  yet  he  came  here 
wiih  a  certificate,  as  authorized  by  law,  from  tiie 
Governor  of  Kentuekv,  and  was  ndniilted  and 
sworn  in  without  any  question  whatever. 

There  were  troubles  in  the  first  district  of  Ken- 
tucky at  the  time  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Casey 
far  greater  than  prevailed  in  iIun  di.slrict  at  the 
time  these  votes  were  cast  for  Mr.  Kiiehen.  A 
provisional  government  had  been  set  up  in  that 
Slate,  and  a  legislature  had  been  called  for  the 
purpose  of  recognizing  ihe  southern  conleiicracy, 
find  in  that  dislrict  men  went  boldly  lo  the  polls 
and  cast  their  votes  for  the  election  of  a  member 
of  the  Congress  of  the  southern  confederacy.  As 
1  remarked,  but  four  or  fiv^;  hundred  voles  in  all 
the  counties  and  in  all  the  precincis  of  that  dis- 
trict were  cast  forai'nembeiof  liiis  Congress.  But 
a  small  porlicui  of  the  district  voted  for  !\lr.  Ctisey, 
and  yet  he  came  here  as  a  legal  Representative 
of  Kentucky. 

The  majority  of  this  commiltec  say  that  his 
very  home  is  orcupied  by  the  eneniy;  that  his 
house  was  jilundered  and  burned;  that  his  prop- 
erly was  destroyed,  and  that  tiiereforc  the  dis- 
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turbance  was  so  great  that  no  fair  election  could 
be  held,  and  iliat  there  is  no  evidence  that  Mr. 
Kitchen  was  the  choice  of  the  majority  of  the 
peoiile.  Well,  sir,  is  not  the  same  fact  true  in  the 
case  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Andersok  .']  He,  too, 
was  driven  from  his  home.  He,  too,  had  his  house 
searched  and  plundered  l)y  raiders  from  cellar  to 
attic.  And  not  only  thU^but  he  was  compelled 
to  leave  his  home  long  before  tl^g  assembling  of 
tliis  Congress  for  fear  of  raiders  into  his  district. 
It  is  aiso  true,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  others  upon 
this  floor  have  been  compelled  to  flee  from  their 
homes  in  consequence  of  the  fear  of  rebel  incur- 
sions into  their  districts.  Such,  T  believe,  is  the 
fact  ill  the  case  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Harding.] 
Such  is  also  the  fact  in  respect  to  members  on 
this  floor  from  Western  Virginia.  Not  only  have 
they  been  compelled  to  flee  from  their  homes, 
but  the  people  of  W'eslern  Virginia  were  for  a 
long  time  unable  to  say  whether  they  would  fall 
wholly  within  the  power  of  the  southern  confed- 
eracy or  whether  they  would  be  allowed  to  remain 
subject  to  the  lawful  authorities  of  the  country. 
Now,  sir,  here  are  two  thou.sand  good  men, 
loyal  men,  true  men,  men  who  have  never  yielded 
their  allegiance  to  the  southern  confederacy  at  all, 
who  have  come  up  at  this  election  and  cast  their 
votes  for  a  Representative  on  this  floor.  These 
people  have  lime  and  again  repudiated  the  south- 
ern confederacy.  They  have  opposed  by  their 
votes,  by  their  money,  and  by  their  arms,  the 
success  of  the  southern  confederacy.  They  dared, 
when  the  polls  were  opened,  to  go  and  cast  their 
votes  without  any  certainty  that  that  act  would 
not  bring  upon  them  the  next  day  the  rebel  army, 
without  knowing  whether  their  homes  would  not 
be  desolated  for  that  act.  They  did  it  when  the 
rebel  army  was  but  a  short  distance  from  them 
on  one  side,  when  our  Army  was  on  the  other 
side,  and  with  every  prospect  before  them  that 
their  counties  were  to  become  the  battle-ground 
of  the  two  contending  armies.  Yet  with  decorum, 
they  dared  to  come  to  the  polls  and  vote  for  an 
unconditional,  an  unyielding,  and  uncompromis- 
ingly loyal  man  to  come  here  to  represent  that 
State  in  Congress.  This  district  of  Virginia  has 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  and  of 'the 
United  States  hundreds  and  thousands  of  dollars 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Government;  and  a  portion 
of  the  money  now  coming  from  Virginia  into  the 
Treasury  of  theUnited  States  isdistributed among 
the  members  on  this  floor  as  their  salaries.  And 
yet  while  they  are  paying  into  the  Treasury  their 
money,  the  result  of  their  labor,  and  are  doing  it 
willingly  and  cheerfully,  they,  it  seems,  are  not  to 
be  permitted  to  have  a  man  to  represent  them,  to 
speak  for  them,  and  to  ask  that  their  rights  in  this 
country  may  be  sustained.  They  have  their  reji- 
rcset)tatives  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol;  they 
have  their  Governor,  jhcir  Legislature,  and  all 
their  municipal  officers,  and  those  men  were  elected 
by  the  satne  votes,  at  the  same  time,  and  under 
the  same  circum.stances.  The  Government  has 
recognized  that  State;  the  Government  has  rec- 
ognized Governor  Pierpont  as  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  it  has  recognized  the  Legislature  and 
convention  which  met  at  Alexandria  as  the  legiti- 
mate Legislature  and  convention  of  that  State. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  not  detain  the  House  longer 
than  to  read  some  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  and 
then,  as  the  gentleman  from  West  Virginia  [Mr. 
Whai.et]  desires  to  be  heard,  I  will  yield  to  him. 
1  considerthis  a  question  of  vast  importance,  and 
one  of  vast  interest  to  Virginia  and  to  the  whole 
country,  being  no  less  than  the  right  of  represent- 
ation where  the  Government  has  assumed  the 
right  of  taxing  them  and  compelling  them  to  pay 
their  money  into  the  Treasury.  If  that  be  true, 
when  a  majority  of  that  people  come  here  and 
ask  that  their  Representative  shall  have  a  seat 
upon  this  floor,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Congress  to 
give  that  right  and  admit  that  Representative 
upon  this  floor.  I  will  read  an  extract  from  the 
report  I  have  already  made  setting  forth  the  facts 
in  this  case: 

'•'J'hc  C'oiiiniittcc  of  Kloctions,  after  considering  tliecon- 
tosi(;<l-(:lectioii  case  of  Lewis  IMcKenzie  vs.  B.M.  ICitcljen, 
for  tin:  sevcntli  congrcssioniil  district  of  Virgijiia,  unani- 
mously agreed  to  the  following  points  presented  in  llie 
papers  : 

"  I.  Tliat  the  county  of  Berkeley,  at  the  time  the  election 
In  thin  case  was  held,  was  vvitliiii  the  State  of  Virginia  and 
the  seviMith  oongrc-^sional  district. 

"2.  'I'lial  Lewis  McKeiizic!  is  not  entitled  to  aseatlnlhe 
House  of  Ueitresentativcs  of  the  Thirty-Eighth  Congress 
from  the  seventh  district  of  Virginia. 


'■3.  That  the  district  was  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Alexandria,  IJerkeloy,  Frederick,  Slienandoali,  Jefferson, 
Clarke,  Warren,  Loudoun,  Fauquier,  Fairfax,  and  Prince 
William,  and  that  votes  were  cast  for  several  candidates 
to  represent  said  district  in  this  Congress,  in  the  following 
counties,  to  wit: 


Counties. 

2 

3 

3 

J3 

o 

i 

252 
17.5 

49 
205 

33 
2 

40 
55 

8 
i 

7 

ei 

120 

* 

51 
730 

11 
"a 

252 
3 

1 

.  1 

Fairfax 

I'rince  William 

Jefferson 

Berkel(-y 

- 

Total  votes 

716 

111 

963 

268 

1 

1 

"  Total  votes  cast  in  district,  2,059. 

"And  that  in  tlie  vote  cast  Mr.  Kitchen,  received  the 
largest  number  of  any  one  of  the  candidates;  and  therefore, 
if  any  one  is  entitled  to  a  scat  on  this  floor,  Mr.  Kitchen  is 
(hat  one. 

"The  cominittee  have  by  a  majority  reported  adversely  to 
Mr.  Kitchen,  which  the  undersigned  bi*j;s  leave  to  dissent 
from  because  of  the  following  reasons :  there  an;  eleven 
counties  in  the  seventh  district  of  Virginia.  Six  of  said 
comities,  Alexandria,  Fairfax,  Prince  William,  Loudoun, 
Jefferson,  and  Berkeley,  voted  at  the  last  Statu  general 
election  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  for  State  officers  as  well 
as  for  memhors  of  Congress.  Some  of  these  counties  voted 
almost  their  entire  vote  ;  in  others  the  vote  was  small,  not 
because  there  was  absolute  interference,  or  constant  pos- 
session by  the  rebels,  or  such  an  invasion  on  the  day  the 
election  was  held  as  to  prevent  qualified  loyal  men  from 
going  to  the  polls.  There  were  raids,  it  is  true  ;  first  the 
one  and  the  other  of  the  two  armies  in  that  section  sent 
armed  troops  in  smaller  or  greater  numbers  over  thecoim- 
try ;  and  it  was  said  men  were  afraid  to  vote  because  of 
consequences  that  miglil  follow;  yet  some  did  vote;  and 
as  a  fewdid  risk  the  consf^quences,  and  cast  their  votes  for 
the  various  candidates  presented,  others  or  all  might  have 
done  the  same.  Because  a  majority  refused  or  failed  to 
exercise  that  right,  it  is  no  reason  why  those  who  did  sliould 
be  deprived  of  their  representation  in  this  Congress. 

''Again,aecordingtotheoensus()f  1850,  the  counties  com- 
posing the  seventh  district  of  Virginia  had  a  population  of 
white  and  black  of  147,621.  The  counties  that  voted  in 
part,  or  entire,  had  a  population  of  wiiite  and  black  of 
81,895. 

"  Thus  it  is  sliown  that  a  majority  of  the  coiinticj,  and 
a  majority  of  the  people,  were  within  substantially  the  Fed- 
eral lines  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  authorities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  there  is  no  evidence  on  tile,  nor  was  there 
any  oral  testimony  before  the  committee,  showing  any 
military  interference  on  the  part  of  tlie  United  States  such 
as  to  prevent  the  free  and  full  vote  of  all  qualified  voters, 
nor  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  in  the  counties  just  before  men- 
tioned. Therefore  the  rule  as  laid  down  in  thecase  ofMr. 
Segar,  from  the  district  of  tlie  same  State,  does  not  apply 
here;  I'or  while  it  is  true  that  in  some  of  the  counties  there 
was  but  one  district  or  precinct  opened  for  voting,  there 
was  no  evidence  that  other  precincts  could  not  have  been 
opened,  nor  was  there  any  evidence  that  precincts  could 
not  liavi'  been  opened  in  all  those  counties  where  votes 
were  taken  ;  but  it  was  stati.'d  by  the  contesting  parties  that 
there  was  great  fear  or  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  vot- 
ing population,  because  of  damage  and  trouble  that  might 
follow.  It  was  not  shown,  however,  that  any  man,  or  any 
number  of  those  who  did  vote  at  this  election,  have;  suffered 
in  consequence  of  their  conduct  and  avowed  purpose  to 
adhere  to  the  Government. 

"  The  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  memb?>r5  of 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  were  voted  for  in  the  same  coun- 
ties, and  about  in  tlie  same  proportion  that  candidates  for 
Conzress  were  voted  for.  These  State  officers  have  been 
qualified,  and  all  have  entered  upon  llK-ir  duties  under  the 
State  organization  recognized  by  the  Government  of  tlie 
United  States,  and  all  their  acts  and  doings  are  now  recog- 
nized as  valid  and  constitutional;  and  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  a  portion  of  whose  members  were  elected  at  the 
same  time  Mr.  Kitchen  was,  and  in  the  same  manner,  are 
proceeding  to  elect  a  United  States  Senator,  and  also  to  pass 
laws  for  the  government  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  collect 
taxes  and  revenue  ;  and  the  State  is  paying  into  the  United 
States  Treasury  large  sums  of  money  to  sustain  the  life  and 
independence  of  the  Government  at  this  time,  as  it  has  done 
lieretofore. 

"  From  the  foregoing  reasons,  and  many  others,  the  un- 
dersigned li^  thought  proper  to  offer  a  minority  report,  with 
the  following: 

^^Resolverl',  That  B.  M.  Kitchen  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
the  Thirty-Eiglith  Congress  as  a  Representative  from  the 
seventh  congressional  district  of  Virginia." 

Now,  these  are  the  facts  summed  up  in  a  few 
words;  and  I  defy  any  man  upon  this  floor  to 
give  a  valid  reason  wliy  he  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat 
here.  If  thei'c  ever  was  a  case  during  this  rebel- 
lion where  a  people  were  entitled  to  representa- 
tion here,  it  is  evidently  in  this  case.  The  only 
ground  upon  which  the  comiTiittee  acted  was  thnt 
from  the  fact  that  a  majority  of  the  people  in  the 
district  did  not  vote,  therefore  they  concluded 
that  Mr.  Kitchen  probably  was  not  the  choice  of 
that  district.  The  /iriwu /arte  evidence  is  that  he 
was  the  choice,  because  they  did  not  vote  against 
him.  They  had  the  right,  they  had  the  privi- 
lege, they  had  the  liberty  to  vote,  but  they  de- 
clined doing  it;  and  Mr.  Kitchen  is  here  with  a 


clear  majority  of  the  votes  cast  in  his  district, 
and  certainly  he  ought  to  be  permitted  to  take 
his  seat;  and  I  hope  this  House  will  have  the-faii-- 
ness,  justice,  and  liberality,  looking  to  all  the  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  the  case,  looking  at  the 
action  of  the  people,  looking  to  the  desire  of  the 
loyal  people  of  that  State  to  come  back  into  t<he 
Union,  to  adhere  to  it,  to  rnaintain  it  under  all 
circumstances;  I  say  I  trust  this  House  will  have 
■  the  fitirness,  justice,  and  liberality  to  give  him  a 
seat  upon  this  floor. 

Imagine  your  own  State  and  youf  own  people 
in  the  same  condition  with  the  people  of  Virginia 
here  to-day,  and  then  see  if  you  can  deny  the  right 
of  representation  to  that  people  who  have  been 
trodden  down  and  oppressed  to  this  very  moment, 
and  who,  at  the  very  first  moment  they  could 
breathe  freely,  fairly  and  honestly  declared  their 
choice  by  the  election  of  this  man  by  a  larger 
vote  than  was  given  to  a  Representative  of  that 
State  who  wasadmitted  as  a  Representative  on  this 
floor  during  the  last  Congress. 

Ml-.  DAWES.     When  was  that? 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  know  that  Virginiahad  a  Rep- 
resentative upon  this  floor,  and  that  with  afar  lesa 
vote  than  was  cast  in  this  case;  and  that  vote,  too, 
not  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  not  a  vote 
of  a  majority  of  the  county,  but  a  vote  cast  where 
they  could  cast  them. 

Therefore  I  hope  when  the  House  comes  to  a 
vote  upon  this  question,  they  will  say  that  Mr. 
Kitchen  is  entitled  to  a  seat  here. 

Mr.  WHALEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  de- 
sign to  occitpy  the  time  of  this  House  at  length; 
but  I  would  consider  myself  unworthy  to  be  the 
Representative  of  a  loyal  and  suffering  people 
were  I  to  remain  silent  on  this  occaHon;  and  I 
wish  to  cull  the  attention  of  members  of  this 
House  to  some  historical  facts  from  the  begin- 
ning of  this  unholy  war  tip  to  the  present  time, 
especially  to  those  whicli  relate  to  my  unhappy 
State.  I  hope  you  will  bear  with  me  patiently 
while  I  hasten  to  give  the  reasons  why  I  consider 
Mr.  Kitchen,  with  the  other  Representatives  from 
Virginia,  entitled  to  a  seat  on'this  floor;  and  I  as- 
sure you  thnt  lam  actuated  only  by  the  principles 
of  justice  and  right  in  making  this  shortappeal  for 
yourconsideration  on  this  very  importaiitsubject. 

In  the  winter  of  1860  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia passed  an  act  calling  a  convention  to  assem- 
ble in  she  city  of  Richmond  to  consider  the  rela- 
tions of  the  State  toward  the  Federal  Government. 
Seven  States  had  already  by  their  own  act  with- 
drawn from  the  Federal  compact,  and  attempted 
to  establish  a  separate  and  independent  nation- 
ality. The  said  act  of  the  Legislature  provided 
that  upon  the  same  day  the  vote  was  taken  for 
the  election  of  delegates  to  said  convention  the 
qualified  voters  of  the  State  should  decide  whether 
or  not  the  acts  of  this  convention  should  be  re- 
ferred back  to  them  for  ratification  or  rejection. 
The  question  before  them  was  reference  or  no  ref- 
erence; and  the  people  of  Virginia,  so  fearful  were 
they  of  the  designs  of  the  Legislature,  and  so 
jealous  of  their  rights  as  freemen,  rallied  as  true 
patriots,  and  by  a  majority  unparalleled  in  the 
liistory  of  the  State,  reaching  eighty  thousand, 
decided  that  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
should  be  referred  back  to  them. 

The  convention  met  in  the  city  of  Richmond 
in  February,  1861,  and  the  devoted  patriotism 
there  shown  by  a  large  portion  of  our  delegates 
is  well  known  to  the  country,  and  the  speeches 
made  by  many  of  them  in  behalf  of  the  Unioi: 
for  true  and  unselfish  loyalty  equaled  the  best  ef- 
forts of  our  fathers  in  the  revolutionary  struggle, 
and  will  live  in  tliQ  history  of  this  fearful  contest 
for  a  nation's  life  down  to  the  latest  generation. 
Many  stood  firm  as  friends  of  the  Union  until 
South  Carolina  and  other  States  poured  thousands 
of  their  murderous  rabble  into  the  city,  filling 
every  hotel  and  even  the  streets,  and  who  sur- 
rounded the  hall  in  which  the  convention  was  held, 
threatening  to  hang  them  if  they  did  not  pass 
an  unconditional  ordinance  of  secession  imme- 
diately; and  many  of  the  bravest,  who  had  hitli- 
erto  battled  manfully  against  those  who  were  at- 
tempting to  destroy  and  blot  out  torever  from  the 
map  of  iinlioiis  this  great  Republic,  quailed  before 
the  fearful  storm  which  was  then  raging  through- 
out the  city  like  an  epidemic,  and  were  swept  into 
the  vortex  of  secession,  and  compelled  to  send 
forth  their  sons  to  fight  in  an  unholy  war  against 
their  own  countrymen,  as  well  as  to  drive  the 
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loyal  citizens  from  the  polls,  to  deprive  them  of 
the  ri^lu  of  sulfragc  in  casting  their  votes  against 
the  ordinance  which  the  conver)tion  was  com- 
pelled to  pass.  Then,  sir,  had  a  regiment  of  our 
brave  soldiers  been  sent  to  Richmond  find  ar- 
rested tlic  conspirators  in  the  convention  and  pro- 
tecU;d  the  loyal  citizens  in  thecxercise  of  the  right 
of  suffrage,  Virginia  would  not  have  been  the 
battle-ground  for  the  last  two  years,  and  would 
this  day  be  considered  as  loynl  us  Maryland,  Ken- 
tucky, or  JVIissouri. 

It  is  a  well-knowti  fact  that  troops  on  their  way 
to  defend  the  capital  of  the  nation  were  shot  down 
on  the  19th  of  A()ril  in  tlie  streets  of  Baltimore,  and 
a  reign  of  terror  existed  in  that  city  for  three  days 
equaled  only  by  that  in  Richmond;  and,  sir,  had 
not  Governor  Hicks,  supported  by  the  Federal 
Government,  stood  firm  and  refused  to  assemble 
the  Lcgislature,thereby  depriving  the  secessionists 
of  the  power  to  call  a  convention,  Maryland  would 
have  been  mobbed  out  of  the  Union,  and  thou- 
sands of  her  loyal  citizens,  as  well  as  her  loyal 
Representatives  on  thisfloor,  would  to-day  feel  the 
same  mortification  that  the  loyal  men  of  Virginia 
are  compelled  to  endure.  The  timely  act)  of  the 
Administration  in  arresting  Marshal  Kane  and 
the  traitorous  leaders  of  the  secession  party  in  the 
Legi-slature  gave  the  loyal  peofile  of  that  State 
time  to  rally,  and  once  more  raise  the  insultctl  flag 
ofourcountry,  which  had  been  torn  down  in  every 
part  of  the  city.  The  loyal  people  of  that  State 
were  then  permitted  to  assemble  free  and  untram- 
mcled  tit  the  polls  and  elect  true  and  loyal  men  to 
office.  And  it  is  a  high  gratification,  not  only  to 
the  loyal  peot)le  of  that  State,  but  of  the  United 
States,  to  know  that  her  Representatives  here  have 
done  their  Ml  duty  in  sustaining  the  Government 
in  its  efforts  to  end  this  unholy  war,  and  conquer 
a  peace  which  will  be  perpetual. 

1  need  not  say  that  the  traitorous  Governor  of 
Kentucky,  aided  by  Buckner  and  others,  at- 
tempted to  call  a  convention,  but  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  having  already  learned  the  terri- 
ble effects  of  secession  in  the  old  mother  State, 
where  the  brave  and  the  true  were  battling  with 
the  brave  and  the  false,  refused  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  the  leading  traitors  of  that  State. 
Kentucky  was  held  in  check  by  her  position  of 
neutrality  until  her  people  saw  and  fully  realized 
the  designs  of  those  who  were  attempting  to  dis- 
rupt every  tic  which  held  these  States  together, 
and  the  innumerable  sufferings  which  secession 
would  entail  upon  them,  when  they  ralliedai'ound 
the  banner  of  their  country  and  drove  back  the 
conspirators  who  would  pull  down  this  temple 
of  freedom,  and  thus  saved  themselves  from  the 
dishonor  of  becoming  one  of  the  seceded  States. 

Tlic  secessionists  of  Missouri  also  attempted  to 
drag  her  into  this  unholy  conspiracy.  Claiborne 
Jackson,  then  Governor  of  that  State,  was  organ- 
izing an  army  for  that  purpose,  and  had  succeeded 
to  a  considerable  extent,  when  the  gallant  and 
brave  Lyon  marched  to  their  cainp  and  made 
prisonerd  of  them  all.  The  Governor  was  com- 
pelled to  flee  from  the  capital  of  his  State,  but  he 
issued  a  proclamation,  and,  aided  by  Price  and 
others,  gathered  around  him  a  large  army,  and 
the  soil  of  Missouri  has  been  reddened  with  the 
blood  of  her  best  citizens,  and  been  the  battle- 
grouud  of  the  most  stubborn  and  obstinate  con- 
tests for  victory  in  this  war.  The  flames  of  re- 
bellion weie  kindled  and  .swe[)t  like  a  whiilwind 
over  the  State.  Thousands  of  her  citizens  de- 
serted their  country  in  the  hour  of  its  sorest  trial, 
luid  when  it  needed  all  its  strong  arms  and  stout 
hearts  to  strike  in  its  defense.  Atone  time  nearly 
the  whole  State  was  overrun  by  the  followers  of 
Jack.son  and  Price,  and  the  Legislature  passed  an 
net  of  eecession,  and  congressmen  and  senators 
were  elected  to  the  so-called  confederate  States. 

But  there  was  a  brave  and  loyal  |)()i  tion  of  the 
peo[>le  of  Missouri  who,  aided  by  the  protection 
of  our  soldiers,  seized  the  helm  of  State  and  pi- 
loted her  back  into  a  safe  harbor  under  the  pro- 
tecting iirm  of  this  great  Government.  And,  sir, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  well-timed  act  of  the  la- 
mented Lycni,  and  the  protection  aff(jrded  by  ciiii- 
armies,  led  on  to  victory  by  General  Sigi  1,  aiiled 
by  the  loyal  Germans  of  (hut  State,  Mi.ssouri 
might  to-day  have  occupied  the  .same  position  aa 
Virginia.  The  conventioti  in  that  State  elected 
GoveriKH' Gamble  and  reiuganized  their  State  gov- 
ernment, and  Represeuiativea  werecl(;cled  by  the 
loyal  citizens  from  aome  districts  wlicre  there  re- 


mained as  few  loyal  citizens  as  the  districts  which 
have  sent  Representatives  here  from  Virginia, 
now  claimants  for  seats  in  this  House. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  in  these  States 
while  the  loyal  men  of  Virginia  had  already  sent 
their  delegates  to  a  convention  to  restore  the  State 
government,  and  sent  three  Representatives  to 
Congress,  and  elected  United  States  Senators  to  fill 
the  places  vacated  by  traitors,  and  sent  twenty 
regiments  of  her  brave  sons  forth  to  battle  for  a 
nation's  life;  and  the  sufferings  and  privations  of 
her  people  are  without  a  parallel  in  this  war,  and 
the  faithful.  histo*-ian  will  give  them  a  bright  page 
in  the  nation's  history. 

And  while  the  nation  may  well  be  proud  of  the 
patriotism  shown  by  the  loyal  people  of  Mary- 
land, Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  the  loyal  people  of  Virginia  set  a  most 
noble  example  by  rallying  around  the  nation's 
standard,  and  resolving  to  be  free  from  secession 
bondage  or  lay  down  their  lives  in  defense  of  their 
liberties  and  leave  nothing  remaining  but  the  his- 
tory of  a  brave  and  fallen  people.  And  are  the 
loyal  citizens  o£:ipoor  old  demented  Virginia,  the 
mother  of  States  and  statesmen,  a  name  around 
which  there  is  such  hallowed  recollections  and 
so  many  memories  clustering  associated  with  the 
American  heart  by  a  thousand  ties  that  time  or 
folly  can  never  blot  out,  to  be  told  that  they  are 
to  have  no  voice  in  the  national  council? 

We  find  that,  the  loyal  people  of  three  districts 
of  Virginia  assembled  at  the  polls  on  the  fourth 
Thursday  in  May  last,  surrounded  by  privation 
and  danger,  and  elected  their  Representatives  on 
the  day  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  Virginia, 
franietl  in  1858,  and  which  never  has  been  changed 
by  their  loyal  Legislature.  At  that  election  there 
were  2,059  votes  cast,  of  which  Mr.  Kitchen  re- 
ceived a  majority.  Being  duly  elected,  then,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  why  should  he  be  excluded  from  a 
seat  on  this  floor.'  It  is  true  that  the  full  strength 
of  the  district  was  not  brought  out  at  the  polls, 
nor  could  it  be  expected  when  the  remaining 
voters  were  conscripted  to  fight  against  their  coun- 
try. Because  the  remaining  voters  are  in  open 
rebellion,  and  consequently  did  not  vote,  will  that 
justify  you  in  refusing  a  representation  here  to 
2,059  loyal  citizens  who  have  periled  life  and  prop- 
erty by  their  devotion  to  the  Union  cause.' 

This  election  has  developed  many  of  the  grand- 
est and  noblest  examples  of  patriotism  in  the  an- 
nals of  history.  Consider,  sir,  that  thousands  of 
her  loyal  people  have  abandoned  their  once  happy 
homes,  where  they  had  wealth  sufiicietit  three 
years  ago  to  last  them  and  their  posterity  down 
to  the  third  generation,  and  are  now  scattered 
over  the  loyal  States,  reduced  to  absolute  poverty, 
rather  than  abandon  the  Governmentand  be  com- 
pelled to  march  under  a  traitorous  flag.  And  now 
are  the  thousands  of  loyal  citizens,  who  have  re- 
mained at  their  homes  in  the  midst  of  danger  to 
preserve  and  sustain  the  free  Government  framed 
by  their  illustrious  statesmen,  to  be  deprived  of 
the  right  of  representation  on  this  floor  and  com- 
pelled to  regard  themselves  as  out  of  the  Union.' 
Thousands  of  their  loyal  sons  have  gone  forth 
to  battle  side  by  side  with  the  sons  of  New  Eng- 
land, the  Empire  State,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
great  Northwest,  and  laid  down  their  lives  side 
by  side  with  them,  and  their  bones  now  lie  min- 
gled together  at  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  An- 
tietam,  and  Gettysburg.  Atid  if  their  loyal  friends 
in  Virginia  arc  to  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  rep- 
resentation, then  let  the  news  go  over  the  wires 
this  evening  to  the  fathers  and  brothWs  of  the 
soldiers  from  other  Stales  that  their  own  R(!pre- 
sentatives  in  this  House  have  deprived  their  loynl 
friends  in  Virginia  of  the  rights  guarantied  to 
every  freeman,  and  that  it  is  their  policy  to  re- 
duce them  to  a  condition  worse  than  a  territorial 
dependency,  for  even  a  Territory  has  a  right  to 
send  a  Delegate  here,  with  all  the  privileges  of  a 
meniljer  to  offer  bills,  resolutions,  make  speeches, 
and  only  deprived  of  the  right  of  voting. 

Giuitlcinen  will  consider  that  there  is  a  loyal 
Siaij:  goverimient  in  Virginia,  recognized  by  the 
General  Government,  and  that  the  people  of  these 
districla  are  subjected  to  taxation  and  conscrip- 
tion. And  the  important  question  to  be  decided 
by  this  House  is  whether  they  are  to  have  the 
right  of  representation,  which  never  before  has 
been  denied  to  the  loyal  people  of  any  State  in 
this  country  since  llie  Government  wua  framed 


by  the  fathers  who  threw  off  the  yoke  which 
bound  them  to  Great  Britain  for  this  very  princi- 
ple— that  taxation  and  representation  go  hand  in 
hand;  and  without  this  guarantee  no  free  Govern- 
ment can  long  exist.  And  are  we,  the  degenerate 
sons  of  those  who  erected  this  great  fabric  of  lib- 
erty upon  so  firm  a  foundation,  to  reject  the  car- 
dinal principles  which  ^Rased  the  patriots  of  the 
Revolution  to  talje  up  arms  against  the  tyrannical 
Government  of  England,  and  who,  after  march- 
ing and  suffering  for  seven  years  through  hun- 
dreds of  battles,  finally  succeeded  in  establishing 
a  Government  founded  upon  the  principle  that  a 
people  were  to  choose  their  own  representatives? 
And  this  principle  has  been  advocated  and  sus- 
tained by  all  the  great  statesmen  of  this  country 
since  the  foundation  of  the  Government;  and  the 
right  has  never  before  been  denied  to  the  loyal 
people  of  any  State.  I  hope  the  gentlemen  upon 
this  floor  will  pause  and  reflect  before  they  cast 
their  votes  in  favor  of  a  policy  that  will  sooner 
or  later  change  the  form  of  this  Government,  and 
make  us  a  degraded  and  oppressed  people. 

If  it  is  the  policy  of  a  majority  of  this  House 
to  deny  to  the  loyal  |)eople  of  these  districts  the 
right  of  representation  here,  then,  in  the  name  of 
justice  and  right,  let  them  not  be  subjected  to  tax- 
ation and  conscription. 

When  a  people  are  ready  and  willing  at  all  times 
to  surrender  their  property  and  pour  out  their 
blood  like  water  for  the  maintenance  of  a  free 
Governmentand  free  institutions,  they  are  entitled 
to,  and  should  have,  all  the  rights  and  iinmunities 
of  free  citizens  in  that  Government.  The  loyal 
people  of  these  districts  have  remained  true  to 
the  Union  uiider  the  most  trying  circimistances, 
and  let  us,  the  Representatives  of  a  free  jjeople, 
not  refuse  to  extend  to  them  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges guarantied  to  every  loyal  citizen.  Let  jus- 
tice be  done  though  the  heavens  fall !  I  earnestly 
hope  that  the  time  will  soon  come,  Mr.  Speaker, 
when  the  flag  of  our  country  shall  wave  in  tri- 
umph all  over  this  fair  land,  and  when  we  can  say 
will)  truth — 

"  Far  as  the  rye  can  reach,  the  billows  ronm. 

Survey  our  empire  and  belioUl  our  home. 

These  iiro  our  realms,  no  limit  to  ihcir  sway  ; 

Our  (lag  tlie  scepter  all  wlio  meet  obey." 

Mr.  DAWES.  After  the  able  remarks  of  the 
two  distinguished  gentleinen  who  have  preceded 
me,  I  fear  that  any  feeble  effort  of  mine  will  fail 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  merits 
of  this  case;  and  nothingbuta  feelingof  duty  and 
the  importance  of  the  principle  involved  could 
induce  me  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a 
single  moment  to  that  point.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  the  merits  of  the  question  involved 
in  this  report  and  the  precedent  about  to  be  set 
here  is  of  much  greater  importance  than  the  set- 
tling of  the  right  of  this  claimant  to  occupy  a 
seat  in  this  House  for  the  remainder  of  this  Con- 
gress. It  is  of  far  more  importance  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  things  in  this  country  that  we  should 
distinctly  lay  down  our  precedent  and  take  our 
position  than  that  this  or  that  man  may  occupy 
any  particular  seal  as  a  Representative  in  this 
Congress.  Such  considerations  dwindle  into 
nothing,  in  my  mind,  in  comparison  with  the  con- 
sequences bound  up  in  the  decision  that  the  House 
may  make  on  questions  of  this  character.  Yet 
1  regret  to  say  that  such  is  the  condition  of  busi- 
ness in  this  House,  and  such  the  anxiety  of  its 
members  to  proceed  to  matters  of  pressing  im- 
portlince,  that  it  has  been  impossible  for  distin- 
guished gentlemen  here  this  morning,  and  will 
be  of  course  impossible  fiu'  me,  to  arrest  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  long  enough  to  get  it  to  consider 
the  principles  on  which  this  report  is  made. 

It  is  a  truly  mortifying  fact  that  although  we 
are  now  at  the  close  of  the  third  year  of  this  war, 
the  congressioiuil  district  in  Virginia  that  bor- 
ders on  this  capital  is  still  so  far  in  the  occupa- 
tion and  control  of  the  enemies  of  the  country  that 
never  since  July,  18G1,  has  it  been  possible  to 
hold  a  congressional  election  in  the  district.  It 
is  hardly  worth  while  for  us,  Mr.  Speaker,  and 
it  would  be  altogi>ther  improper,  I  a]iprehen(l,  for 
me  in'  this  discussion  to  dwell  for  a  moment  on 
the  reasons  or  causes  that  have  produced  this  state 
of  facts.  But,  sir,  I  submit  that  no  gentleman 
can  go  out  on  the  walls  of  this  Cafiilol  and  cast 
his  eye.s  around  and  behold  the  martial  array  upon 
the  hills  that  lie  about,  and  still  entertain  a  doubt 
that  the  district  neujicbl  lo  us  and  uhnosl  within 
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the  sound  of  our  voices  is  still  a  camp,  is  still  a 
battle-ground,  and  that  the  arnnies  of  the  nation 
and  those  of  its  enemies  are  still  arrayed  against 
each  other,  with  all  the  incidents  and  all  the  con- 
eequences  of  war  at  our  very  doors. 

In  that  state  of  facts  it  is,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
this  gentleman  comes  here  and  claims  that  it  is 
possible  there  should  have  been  an  election  held, 
and  he  should  have  been  elected  to  Congress — an 
election  held  under  the  very  guns  of  the  enemy, 
and  within  the  very  lines  which  that  enemy  claims 
and  occupies  as  liis  own.  The  Committee  of 
Elections,  as  I  have  had  occasion  to  say  hereto- 
fore, has  not  found  it  necessary  to  dwell  on  other 
questions  that  are  controverted,  and  on  which 
gentlemen  in  this  House  entertain  diverse  opin- 
ions— such  as  the  legal  condition  or  status  of  the 
State  of  Virginia.  Gentlemen  of  profound  learn- 
ing differ  on  these  questions,  and  it  is  not  for  the 
committee  to  undertake  to  controvert  the  posi- 
tions assumed  on  one  side  or  the  other  unless  it  is 
absolutely  forced  upon  their  consideration.  The 
committee  has  felt  that  it  might  well  assume  the 
consideration  of  facts  in  this  case,  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Congress  itself  have  assumed,  that 
there  is  a  State  of  Virginia.  Those  members  of 
thecommittee  who  were  presentin  Congress  when 
that  position  was  taken  have  no  personal  respons- 
ibility for  the  position  then  taken.  They  raised 
their  voices  against  it  when  the  matter  was  under 
consideration  here.  Other  gentlemen  differing 
with  them  have  put  Congress  in  the  position  of 
recognizing  the  existence  of  a  State  there.  The 
committee  do  notsay  that  the  position  is  incorrect; 
they  only  accept  it  and  its  consequences.  Nev- 
ertheless, such  a  condition  of  things  existed  in 
this  very  district  that,  though  it  may  be  a  State, 
with  all  the  functions  and  all  the  rights  of  a  State 
in  the  Union,  there  could  have  been  no  such  thing 
as  an  election  there;  and  there  has  not  been  a  time 
within  the  last  three  years  when  any  one  can  say 
there  has  been  a  free  exercise  of  the  will  of  the 
people  of  that  district,  nor  has  the  thing  been  pos- 
sible. There  is  but  a  small  portion  of  the  district 
outside  of  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  A  much  larger 
portion  of  it  than  that  within  our  lines  has  been 
covered  by  the  armies  of  the  enemy  and  is  within 
the  lines  of  its  pickets.  Even  in  that  portion  left 
to  us  hardly  any  one,  except  within  the  lines  at 
Alexandria,  could  go  to  the  polls  except  he  took 
his  life  in  his  hands,  or  at  least  without  exposing 
his  property  and  the  peace  and  safety  of  his  home- 
Arid  we  all  know  that  men  consult  their  personal 
safety  and  self-defense  rather  than  expose  them- 
selves by  asserting  their  legitimate  right  of  voting 
at  the  polls.  Can  it  be  said  that  under  such  cir- 
cumstances there  could  be  an  election.' 

My  friend  from  Kentucky  who,  unfortunately, 
differs  with  the  rest  of  the  committee  in  the  con- 
clusions to  which  he  comes,  has  been  eloquent  in 
asserting  the  right  of  that  district  to  representa- 
tion on  this  floor,  and  defending  what  he  claims 
to  be  that  right,  by  defending  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Kitchen  to  be  its  Representative.  The  question 
is,  rather,  has  the  district  chosen  Mr.  Kitchen  to 
be  its  Representative  ?  If  not,  then  the  gentleman 
is  not  defendingtheir  right  to  representation  here, 
by  insisting  on  foisting  Mr.  Kitchen  upon  them 
and  into  the  seat. 

Now,  I  claim  that  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee occupy  that  position,  and  that  my  friend  [Mr. 
Smith]  stands  in  the  way  of  the  free  exercise  by 
the  people  of  their  right  of  representation  on  this 
floor.  It  is  not  the  securing  to  any  particular  man 
a  seat  in  this  House  that  secures  the  right  of  rep- 
resentation to  the  legal  voters  of  a  district.  In 
this  case  we  would  put  into  a  seat  here,  as  the 
Representative  of  this  congressional  district  in 
Virginia,  a  man  in  whose  election  the  people  of 
the  district  had  no  voice.  He  who  would  do  so 
is  the  last  man  tliat  ought  to  claim  he  is  defending 
the  right  of  the  people  to  representation;  for  that 
right  consists  in  their  being  able  to  select  their 
Representative.  Any  measure  taken  here  that 
deprives  the  majority  of  the  people  of  a  district  of 
the  right  of  selecting  their  Representative  on  this 
floor  deprives  them  of  the  right  of  representation ; 
and  when  my  friend  from  Kentucky  comes  here 
and  undertakes  to  ask  the  House  to  put  in  his  scat 
here,  as  a  Representative,  a  man  who  cannot  be 
said  to  be  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  voters 
of  the  district,  he  attempts  to  stifle  the  voice  and 
•not  to  protect  the  right  of  representation  of  a  peo- 
ple. 


Mr.  SMITH.  1  ask  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts whether  he  lays  down  the  rule  that 
the  majority  of  voters  in  a  district  must  abso- 
lutely cast  their  votes  before  a  Representative  can 
take  his  seat  on  this  floor.' 

Mr.  DAWES.     Certainly  not,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Then  I  would  like  to  ask  this 
further  question:  whether  the  evidence  before  the 
committee  and  the  country  is  not  that  a  majority 
of  the  voters  of  that  district,  and  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  went  into  rebellion;  and  if  that  be  true, 
whether,  if  a  majority  were  to  vote,  their  Repre- 
sentative would  not  be  a  disloyal  instead  of  a 
loyal  man  ?  And  I  ask  whether  we  are  not  to  be 
governed  by  the  loyal  votes  of  a  district,  and  not 
by  those  of  the  disloyal. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  Committee  of  Elections 
has  never,  for  a  moment,  taken  into  account  the 
number  or  force  of  the  disloyal  men  in  that  dis- 
trict, beyond  their  influence  upon,  and  physical 
control  which  the  disloyal  may  have  over,  the 
loyal  men  of  the  district.  The  committee  has 
never,  in  considering  the  quesU)%,  taken  into  ac- 
count whether  a  man  received  th6  vote  of  a  major- 
ity of  all  the  electors  in  any  given  district.  It  is 
to  the  vote  of  a  majority  oil'  the  loyal  voters  that 
the  committee  has  always  sought  to  give  effect. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts whether  there  was  evidence  before  the 
committee  that  all  the  loyal  men  of  that  district 
did  not  vote.' 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  was  about  to  say,  when  in- 
terrupted by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that 
the  Committee  of  Elections  has  never  held  that 
it  was  necessary  for  a  majority  of  the  loyal  men 
of  a  district  to  express  their  choice  at  the  polls. 
The  committee  has  always  held  and  laid  down 
the  position,  and  the  House  has  always  sanc- 
tioned it,  that  when  all  the  loyal  voters  of  a  dis- 
trict had  the  opportunity  to  go  to  the  polls,  and 
did  not  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  those 
who  were  absent  were  to  be  presumed  to  acquiesce 
in  the  action  of  those  who  did  vote.  If  a  small 
minority  of  all  the  loyal  voters  of  a  district  should 
choose  to  go  to  the  polls  at  a  regular  election,  and 
if  the  large  majority  should  choose  to  stay  away, 
the  lattter  must,  according  to  all  the  principles  of 
our  Government,  be  construed  and  held  to  an  ac- 
quiescence in  what  has  been  done  by  those  who 
did  go  to  the  polls. 

But  when  such  is  the  condition  of  things  in  a 
district  that  a  majority  of  its  loyal  voters  cannot 
exercise  their  right  of  choice,  when  they  are  un- 
der duress, a.nd  are  keptaway  from  the  polls,  does 
not  my  friend  from  Kentucky  think  that  he  mocks 
them  when  he  says  they  are  to  be  held  to  acquiesce 
in  what  those  few,  who  were  permitted  to  go  to 
the  polls,  did.'  Acquiescence,  consenting,  implies 
the  right  and  the  power  to  object.  No  man  can 
be  estopped  because  lie  has  failed  to  object  when- 
his  mouth  is  stopped, and  when  he  cannot  object 
if  he  would. 

Now,  what  are  the  facts  in  this  case.'  Why, 
that  but  a  very  small  minority  of  the  voters  of  this 
district  actually  exercised  their  right  to  vote  at 
this  election,  and  that  of  that  small  minority  this 
gentleman  had  buta  small  plurality;  and  that  five 
sixths  of  that  plurality  was  made  up  of  votes  in 
a  single  county  which  his  own  State  and  the  State 
of  West  Virginia,  so  far  as  they  could,  have  taken 
up  bodily  and  set  into  the  State  of  West  Virginia. 
Without  the  votes  which  he  received  in  that 
county,  which  was  virtually,  so  far  as  the  votes 
of  those  two  States  were  concerned  outside  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  he  receivedbut  232votes  in  the 
whole  district,  while  there  were  900  or  1,000  votes 
against  him.  He  had  seven  hundred  and  odd 
votes  in  that  county,  and  he  had  only  232  votes 
out  of  it.  And,  sir,  the  people  of  the  county  in 
which  he  received  most  of  his  votes,  on  the  very 
day  of  the  election,  voted,  as  far  as  they  had  the 
power  to  do  so,  to  transfer  themselves  to  the  State 
of  West  Virginia. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  West  Virginia.  Did  the  State 
of  West  Virginia  act  upon  that  day.' 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  history  of  the  affairis  recited 
in  the  reportof  the  Committee  of  Elections.  The 
State  of  West  Virginia  undertook  to  embrace  this_ 
county  within  its  limits  at  the  time  the  State  was 
formed,  and  made  provision  for  its  being  included 
in  that  State.  The  old  Slate  of  Virginia  passed 
a  law  to  allow  this  county  to  become  part  of  West 
Virginia,  provided  that  on  the  day  when  this  elec- 
tion was  held  they  should  vote  in  favor  of  joining 


West  Virginia  and  that  West  Virginia  should 
agree  to  accept  them. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  West  Virginia,  here  made  a 
remark  which  was  inaudible  to  the  reporters. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Let  me  tell  the  story  in  my 
own  way.  The  State  of  Virginia  transferred  this 
county,  as  far  as  they  could  do  so,  to  West  Vir- 
ginia. They  left  it  to  the  people  of  that  county 
to  say  upon  the  day  when  this  election  was  held 
whether  they  would  go  over  to  West  Virginia, 
and  they  decided  on  that  day  almostunanimously 
that  they  would  go  over  to  West  Virginia.  So 
far  as  the  two  States  could  do  it,  they  had  trans- 
ferred that  county  to  West  Virginia. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  West  Virginia.  After  the 
day  of  election. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Exactly,  and  that  is  what  makes 
the  report  of  the  committee  true,  when  it  says 
that  although  these  States  had  done  all  that  they 
could  do  legally  to  tranfer  |he  county,  the  county 
was  still  in  old  Virginia  until  Congress  should 
ratify  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  West  Virginia.  You  state 
that  the  county  belonged  to  old  Virginia  on  the 
day  of  the  election. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  wish  my  friend  had  read  the 
report  of  the  committee,  for  that  is  exactly  what 
I  said  in  the  report  and  what  I  said  in  the  House 
when  this  case  was  last  before  it. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  West  Virginia.  I  did  not 
hear  the  gentleman's  speech  upon  that  occasion, 
nor  have  1  read  it. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  am  not  to  blame  for  that. 
We  said  in  the  report  that  so  far  as  those  two 
States  were  concerned,  and  so  far  as  the  people 
of  the  county  were  concerned,  this  county  was, 
in  pointitif  fact,  a  part  of  another  State,  but  their 
action  required  the  ratification  of  Congress.  If 
you  deduct  the  vote  of  that  county,  this  man, 
Kitchen,  stands  just  as  I  said  he  did.  And  al- 
though the  votes  of  that  county  are  to  be  legally 
counted  for  Mr.  Kitchen,  yet  the  fact  that  he  was 
the  choice  of  no  other  county  may  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  determining  what  would  have 
been  the  vote  of  the  counties  within  the  enemy's 
lines. 

Shall  we  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  under  the  claim  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Smith,]  th^t 
we  are  asserting  and  defending  the  right  of  this 
district  to  representation  here,  admit  to  a  seat  here 
as  a  Representative  and  give  the  right  to  speak  for 
the  ]ieople  of  this  district  to  a  man  who  had  only 
232  votes  in  what  is,  so  far  as  the  States  have 
themselves  determined,  the  district.  My  friend 
from  Kentucky,  when  he  gets  up  here  and  advo- 
cates the  right  of  this  man  to  a  seat  here,  is  stifling 
rather  than  defending  the  voice  of  the  voters  of 
this  district,  and  that  is  his  mistake. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Elections  to  his  own 
statement  in  his  report.     He  used  this  language: 

"  Congress  has  never  consented  to  the  transfer  of  the 
county  of  Berkeley  from  the  one  State  to  the  other,  and 
without  that  consent  it  cannot  be  done.  Berlceley  county 
is  tlierefore  still  a  part  of  the  old  State  of  Virginia.  The 
vote  of  Berkeley  county  must  consequently  be  counted  in 
the  result,  unless  there  be  some  other  and  valid  objection 
to  it." 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  those  are  the  deliberate 
words  of  the  cliairman  of  the  committee  after  all 
the  evidence  was  before  the  committee  and  the 
argument  had  been  heard,  it  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  in  en- 
deavoring to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  members 
of  the  House  against  the  claim  of  this  gentleman 
to  a  seat  here,  is  inconsistent  with  himself. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  would  ask  my  friend  from 
Kentucky  if  I  have  said  anything  to-day  that  is 
inconsistent  with  what  he  has  read.' 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  think  the  argument  you  are 
using  to-day  is.  -  ^^  , 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentlemarta 
portion  of  my  time  to  show  that  fact  to  the  House. 
1  said  to  the  House  that  while  Berkeley  county 
was  still,  in  point  of  fact,  in  this  district,  yet  vir- 
tually, and  so  far  as  the  two  States  and  the  people 
of  the  county  were  concerned,  it  was  in  the  State 
of  West  Virginia.  And  if  you  should  take  out 
the  vote  of  Berkeley  county,  you  would  have  re- 
maining cast  for  Mr.  Kitchen  only  232  votes.  I  ad- 
vocated the  position  that  legally  Berkeley  was  still 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  want  of  ratifica- 
tion of  the  action  of  the  two  States  and  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  county  by  Congress.  I  intended  to 
state  the  fact  in  that  way,  but  that  docs  not  aflfecl 
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the  legal  question  between  ih-e  genllemiiii  and  my- 
aclf.  We  are  si^nrcliing;  Mfter  another  fact  wliicli 
myfrietui,  1  think, does  notsee;  and  it  is  because 
he  sees  tiie  force  of  the  argument  that  he  tries  to 
parry  it  in  tliis  way. 

We  eire  searching  after  the  fact  wliether  this 
man  actually  ie|iresents  theloyai  voters  of  his  dis- 
trict, and  whether  we  can  properly  decide  that  the 
votes  received  by  liiiti  can  be  taken  as  the  voice 
of  the  loyal  voters  of  the  district  the  other  side  of 
the  Federal  lines.  If  we  are  able  to  decide  that 
question  in  the  affirmative,  if  we  have  any  evi- 
dence on  which  we  can  act  that  Mr.  Kitchen  is 
the  choice  of  the  loyal  voters  of  that  district,  1  am 
with  my  friend  from  Kentucky  in  confirming  his 
right  to  a  seat  here.  1  am  doing  here,  if  I  do  what 
1  conceive  to  be  my  duty,  all  in  my  power  to  fix 
in  this  House  every  man  who  represents  the  loyal 
voters  of  the  district  he  comes  from.  And  1  am 
not  to  stick  upon  forms,  I  am  not  to  be  bound  by 
n  conformity  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  in  de- 
ciding that  question.  Ifl  can  find  that  the  loyal 
voters  of  any  district  have  spoken  in  such  terms 
as  we  can  understand  and  rely  upon  in  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Representative  to  this  House,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  will  go  with  their  distinguished 
colleague  from  Kentucky  in  confirming  that  man 
in  his  seat  here.  And  I  think  the  committee  will 
never  be  found,  whatever  may  be  the  form  through 
which  a  man  comes  here,uidess  they  can  see  be- 
hind that  form  that  he  has  behind  him  the  free 
and  unrestrained  choice  of  the  voters  of  his  dis- 
trict exercised  without  fear  and  without  restraint; 
unless  they  can  find  that,  I  trust  the  Committee 
of  Elections  and  the  House  will  never  be  found 
so  far  departing  from  what  I  think  is  their  duly 
as  to  confirm  any  man  to  a  seat  upon^ny  such 
false  pretense  as  that. 

This  point,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  so  clear  to  my  mind 
that  I  wonder  my  friend  from  Kentucky  should 
be  found  here  undertaking  to  insist  upon  this 
man  as  a  Representative  of  this  district  unless  he 
can  point  to  some  evidence  showing  that  such 
representation  is  the  voice  of  the  electors. 

Mr.  SMITH.  1  dislike  to  interrupt  the  gen- 
tleman so  often,  but  I  would  like  to  ask  him  one 
other  question  which  1  deem  to  be  pertinent.  I 
ask  him  how  he  has  ascertained,  whatevidence  he 
}iaa  that  there  is  beyond  the  Federal  lines  in  that 
district  a  single  loyal  vote.'  I  ask  him  if  the  only 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  loyal  voters  is  not  con- 
fined to  that  portion  of  tlie  district  within  ourlines, 
where  the  people  had  the  right  to  vote  and  did  vote.' 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  language  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  in  this  case  fully  answers  the  ques- 
tion of  the  gentleman.  The  cases  are  all  new.  No 
one  seems  to  be  a  precedent  for  any  other.  Each 
has  to  be  delerrrdned  upon  its  own  peculiar  facts, 
and  the  truth  is  to  be  arrived  at  as  best  we  may. 
Every  case  in  some  respects  difTers  from  any 
other  we  have  had  before  us.  My  friend  from 
Kentucky  I  think  is  mistaken  in  saying  that  this 
district  had  a  Representative  in  the  last  Congress. 
It  is  true  that  a  man  came  herewith  what  was  called 
a  certificate  of  election  as  Representative  for  that 
district,  was  sworn  in,  and  occupied  a  seat  here 
for  a  portion  of  that  Congress.  But  when  the 
Committee  of  Elections  undertook  to  investigate 
his  case,  itappeared  that  the  whole  evidence  of  the 
right  to  a  seat  here,  which  he  asserted  upon  the 
floor,  wa.s  ten  votes  taken  in  a  side  poll  out  here 
at  Ball's  Cross  Roads.  The  committee  reported 
these  facts  to  the  House,  and  the  Flouse  told  this 
gentleman  most  respectfully  that  lie  did  not  rep- 
resent any  constituency  here,  and  that  it  was  an 
insult  to  the  loyal  citizens  of  that  district  for  him 
to  remain  longer  in  this  House. 

Now  here  is  a  case  of  a  man  who  has  had  more 
votes  than  his  ^iredecessor,  and  how  does  the 
committee  try  to  ascertain  whether  he  is  the  Rep- 
resentative of  the  loyal  voters  of  his  district .'  We 
tried  to  ascertain  how  many  loyal  voters  there 
were  in  the  district.  We  took  the  man's  own 
statement,  we  took  the  census  returns,  we  took 
every  mi  ans  within  our  reach  of  arriving  at  that 
fact,  if  you  lake  tht.'  territory  of  the  district  you 
will  find  that  lUirv.  is  a  smaller  portion  of  it  within 
the  limits  where  this  election  was  held  than  within 
the  rebel  lines.  If  you  take  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  this  district  you  will  find  that  there  is  a 
much  largir  portion  within  the  rebel  lines  than 
within  till'  Union  lines.  If  you  take  the  nnniber 
of  male  ciiizen.s,  the  number  of  white  persons  in 
this  district,  the  number  within  the  rebel  lines  and 


the  number  within  our  lines,  you  will  find  that 
the  larger  number  of  them  is  upon  the  other  side. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Lctnic  intcrru]ilthe  gentleman 
for  a  moment. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Wail  until  I  get  through  with 
this  statement. 

If  you  take  the  number  of  white  male  citizens 
you  find  the  same  thing.  When  the  claimant  was 
asked  by  the  Committee  of  Elections  why  there 
were  not  more  votes  cast,  he  answered  that  in  the 
other  precincts  it  was  not  safe  for  the  voters  to  go 
to  the  polls;  that  every  one  of  them  was  marked 
who  undertook  to  exercise  the  right  of  franchise 
at  those  polls.  We  asked  him  why  the  ^olls 
were  not  open  in  the  other  counties,  and  he  well 
answered  that  they  were  within  the  rebel  lines. 
We  asked  him  if  there  were  any  other  places 
where  polls  could  have  been  safely  opened,  and 
he  answered  that  there  were  none. 

That,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  evidence  upon  which 
we  base  our  report,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  evi- 
dence entirely  satisfactory  that  a  majority  of  the 
loyal  voters  of  thy^  district  had  no  opportunity  to 
say  at  the  polls  ^vliether  this  man  or  another  was 
their  choice. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  census 
of  the  United  States  for  1860.  It  contains  the 
population  of  the  United  Slates  by  counties.  I 
have  carefully  examined  it  in  reference  to  the 
white  and  black  population  of  Virginia  in  that 
year.  I  find  that  in  the  counties  of  Alexandria, 
Fairfax, Prince  William,  Jefferson,  and  Berkeley, 
a  majority  of  the  counties  composing  the  seventh 
congressional  district,  there  were  147, GOOinhabit- 
ants,  white  and  black,  and  in  the  remaining  coun- 
ties, 81,895;  and  I  have  not  made  any  deduction 
for  the  probable  number  who  went  into  the  south- 
ern confederacy.  With  this  book,  which  is  au- 
thentic and  to  be  found  in  the  Congressional 
Library,  with  these  figures,  wiiich  are  true,  the 
conclusion  is  inevitable  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  were  in  the  counties  that  did  vote,  and 
where  the  vote  was  untrameled  and  fair  in  every 
respect.  If  a  majority  of  the  people  did  not  go 
to  the  polls  and  cast  their  votes  it  was  no  fault  of 
those  who  did  vote,  or  of  this  claimant.  There- 
fore I  say  that  the  argumeijt  of  the  chairman  is 
entirely  unfair  as  to  the  population  of  the  district. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  mistake  of  my  friend  from 
Kentucky  is  this:  in  the  counties  where  the  elec- 
tion was  held  some  precincts  voted;  in  some  coun- 
ties only  a  single  precinct;  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  coitnties  it  was  as  impossibe  to  hold  an  elec- 
tion as  it  would  have  been  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond; and  yet  he  has  taken  the  aggregate  popu- 
lation of  all  of  those  counties  where  even  a  single 
precinct  voted.  The  gentleman  will  find  on  page 
4  of  the  report  of  the  committee  a  statementdrawn 
from  the  census  of  1860  which  settles  this  matter. 
.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  House  longer 
on  this  subject.  1  desire  them  to  understand  it  is 
not  whether  Mr.  Kitchen  shall  represent  this  dis- 
trict; but  it  is  settling  a  principle,  not  only  in  re- 
gard to  this  district,  but  every  other  unrepre- 
sented district  in  that  portion  of  the  Union  which 
has  been  in  rebellion.  Perha|)S  it  is  settling  a 
principle  which  goes  beyond  the  right  of  repre- 
sentation in  this  House.  It  may  seriously  affect 
the  election  of  other  officers  of  more  importance 
perhaps  than  that  of  a  Representative  upon  this 
floor.  It  is  a  precedent  to  bind  us  how  and  by 
what  method  a  title  to  representation  upon  this 
floor  shall  be  established  from  all  the  other  dis- 
tricts in  the  United  Stales.  The  effect  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  House  on  this  case  will  be  to  some 
extent  an  instruction  to  the  committee.  Wc  de- 
sire to  know  whether  it  is  the  will  of  the  House 
that  the  Comtnittee  of  Elections  shall  search  for 
a  constituency,  free  and  untrammeled, exercising 
as  well  as  it  may  in  this  abnormal  condition  of 
things  the  right  of  elective  franchise;  or  when  a 
man  comes  here  with  a  mere  form  of  paper, 
without  anything  behind  to  sustain  it,  to  ac- 
knowledge his  right  to  a  seat  upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Before  the  gentleman  takes  his 
seat,  let  me  ask  him  a  question.  In  the  State  of 
Virginia,  at  the  same  election,  a  Cxovernor,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  and  Legislature  were  elected. 
Now,  does  the  gentleman  recognize  Governor 
Pierpont  as  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  the 
Legislature  sitting  in  Alexandria  a.s  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virginia.'  Also,  whether  or  not  these 
precincts  and  these  counties  did  not  vote  at  the 
same  time  und  in  the  same  proportion  for  Gov- 


ernor and  representatives  that  tliev  did  for  a  mem- 
ber of  Conarrcss.' 

Mr.  DAWES.  When  I  shall  be  made  a  con- 
stitutional judge  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Pier])ont 
as  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  shall  have  heard  the 
argument  of  my  learned  friend  from  Kentucky 
upon  that  subject,  I  shall  endeavor  to  come  to  sucli 
a  conclusion  upon  it  as  will  satisfy  my  own  mind, 
at  least,  if  it  does  not  his.  But  whether  Mr.  Pier- 
pont be  Governor  of  Virginia  or  not,  or  whether" 
the  men  who  were  voting  at  this  election  were  at 
the  same  time  voting  for  representatives  to  that 
Legislature  which  is  sitting  or  was  lately  sitting 
in  Alexandria  is  not  the  question.  Somehow  or 
other  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  made 
us  sole  judges,  not  of  the  (flection  of  Governors 
or  representatives  to  Slate  Legislatures,  but  of  the 
election  only  of  such  persons  as  claim  the  right 
to  seats  in  this  House.  WhetherGovernor  Pier- 
pont depended  for  his  election  upon  votes  cast  in 
this  district  alone,  or  whether  there  were  other 
districts  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  driven 
and  an  election  could  be  held  and  in  which  he  re- 
ceived votes,  1  of  course  cannot  tell. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man whether  were  he  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slates  he  would  vote  for  the  admission  of  a  Sen- 
ator elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia.' 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  have  never  expected  to  be  in 
a  position  where  I  could  be  called  upon  to  answer 
the  question  propounded  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky.  [Laughter.]  1  only  want  to  say  that 
in  the  last  Congress  I  tried,  as  far  as  I  could,  to 
show  the  impolicy  of  the  proceedings  which  re- 
sulted in  making  two  States  over  here  across  the 
river;  but  my  learned  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Stevens,]  and  other  gentlemen,  were  deci- 
dedly too  much  for  me,  and  1  failed  to  succeed  in 
my  opposition;  and  I  certainly  shall  not  under- 
take now,  after  that  has  been  done,  to  show  that 
it  has  not  been  done.  I  shall  not  undertake  after  it 
has  been  done,  after  it  has  received  the  sanction  of 
all  branches  of  the  Government,  and  after  it  has 
been  put  in  so  forcible  a  light  as  it  was  put  by 
the  distinguished  Representative  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Colfax,]  upon  the  floor  of  this  House  in 
the  discussion  upon  that  occasion.  I  say  I  shall 
not  attempt  now  to  show  it  has  not  been  done, 
nor  will  I  refuse  to  accept  it  as  it  has  been  done. 
I  will  not  say  that  there  are  not  two  States  there, 
but  1  take  the  consequences  of  that  legislation, 
and  accept  it  as  the  law,  and  treat  Virginia  as 
I  do  any  other  State;  and  therefore  1  treat  this 
man's  right  here  precisely  as  I  would  judge  of 
the  right  of  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  a 
scat  here,  until  we  retrace  the  steps  which  we  took 
in  the  last  Congress. 

I  call  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded, and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  question  is  upon 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  word  "  not"  in  the 
following  resolution  reported  by  the  committee: 

ResolDcd,  That  B.  M.  Kitchen  is  not  entitled  to  a  scat  in 
this  House  as  a  Uopieseiilativo  in  the  Tliirty-Eij;iitli  Con- 
gress from  tlie  seventh  congressional  district  in  Virginia. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  amendment,  and  upon  the  yeas  and  nays  I 
ask  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordei'cd. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  demand  tellers  upon  theamend- 
ment. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  resolution, 

Mr.  SMITH  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  intended  to  call  up  the  case 
of  Joseph  Segar,  claiming  a  seat  here  as  a  Rep- 
resentative from  the  first  congicssional  district 
from  Virginia,  but  as  I  do  not  see  Mr.  Segar  pres- 
ent I  will  not  call  it  up  now. 

ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on   Enrolled 

Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found 

truly  enrolled  an  act  (H.  R.  No.  228)  confirming 

the  title  of  Joseph  Foid  to  certain  lands  in  Rice 
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county,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota;  and  an  act  (H. 
R.  No.  206)  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  cstab- 
lisiiment  of  certain  arsenals;  when  the  Speaker 
signed  llic  same. 

CUAKLES  B.   SHIKLEY.  v 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committeeof  Accounts,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  was  read,  considered, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed  to  pay 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  to  Cliarles  [$.  Shirley,  for  his 
services  as  messenger,  the  sum  of  $750,  the  same  being  for 
six  months'  service  previous  lo  May  1,  1858.  the  said 
Shirley  to  receive  the  same  in  full  of  hisclaim  for $2,813  88 
presented  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  last  taken ;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  calffor  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness is  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  regard  to 
the  rebellious  States  reported  from  the  select 
committee  upon  that  subject  by .  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis,]  and  upon  which  the^ 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  J.  C.  Allen]  isen- 
tiiled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  move  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  that  bill  until  after  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bank  bill. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     And  the  tax  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  tax  bill  is  not  yet  a 
special  order;  it  was  merely  postponed. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  that  he  move  to  postpone  this  bill  until 
Tuesday  next.  Tliis  bill  in  reference  to  the  re- 
bellious States  is  not  important. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  will  move  then  to  postpone 
this  subject  for  a  few  days. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  is  possible  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  J.  C.Allen]  desires 
to  be  heard  to-day. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Oh  no,  he  is  not  par- 
ticular about  that. 

Mi-.  FENTON.  I  will  move,  then,  to  postpone 
this  subject  till  a  day  certain,  when,  I  suppose,  it 
will  come  up  in  its  regular  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  now  a  special  order. 
Does  the  gentleman  from  New  York  accept  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pen- 
dleton] that  this  bill  be  postponed  until  both  the 
bank  bill  and  the  tax  bill  are  disposed  of.' 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  understand  that  there  are  a 
number  of  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who  desire  to  have  night  sessions  next  week,  at 
which  this  question  can  be  discussed,  and  there- 
fore I  should  be  reluctant  to  allow  this  measure 
to  be  postponed  until  those  other  measures  ai-e 
disposed  of.  I  suggest  that  it  be  postponed  so  as 
to  occupy  the  position  in  which  it  now  stands. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  bill  be  postponed  it 
will  still  occupy  its  position  as  a  special  order. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  What  is  the  proposition  now 
before  the  House.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  in  reference  to  the 
rebellious  States  is  now  before  the  House,  being 
the  special  order  after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  How,  then,  can  it  be  post- 
poned .' 

The  SPEAKER.  By  a  majority  vote  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  But  the  gentleman's  right  to 
the  floor  cannot  be  displaced. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     He  is  willing  to  yield. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
yield;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  prepared  to 
submit  the  reniaiks  which  I  have  to  make  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  effect  of  the  proposed 
postponement  will  be  that  this  bill  will  come  up 
as  a  special  order  after  the  bank  bill  shall  have 
been  dispo.sed  of. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  What  would  be  the  effect  of 
post)ioning  this  bill  without  reference  to  other 
measures?  What  other  business  would  come  up 
in  order? 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  Business  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  is  next  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bank  bill  would  then 
coirie  up. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  What  would  be  the  eff'ect 
of  postponing  this  bill  without  any  order  on  the 
Bubject.' 


The  SPEAKER.  It  would  leave  the  bill  in 
the  exact  ])osition  it  is  in  now. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  What  is  the  proposition  be- 
fore the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  that  the  bill  in  refer- 
ence to  the  rebellious  States  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  consider  the  tax  bill  the  most 
important  measure  before  the  House  now.  The 
bill  in  reference  to  the  rebellious  States  is  import- 
ant also;  but  the  bank  bill  was  killed  after  ample 
discussion,  and  1  think  it  should  be  the  last  bill 
to  be  brought  before  the  House  now. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  my 
friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Fenton]  will  insist 
on  his  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  FENTON.     1  do  insist  on  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  tax  bill  will  have  to  be 
considered  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  This  bill  is  the  special  order 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  object  to  any  change  in  the 
special  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  majority  of  the  House 
can  postpone  it. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  To  avoid  all  further  con- 
troversy, I  will  proceed  with  the  remarks  I  have 
to  make. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  with- 
draw objection  to  this  bill  being  passed  over  in- 
formally. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  have  said  that  in  my  judg- 
ment the  most  important  bill  before  this  House  is 
the  tax  bill.  The  "rebel  States"  is  certainly  a 
bill  of  great  importance,  more  importarlt  than  the 
bank  bill,  besides  which  the  bank  bill  has  been 
already  adjudicated  upon  by  the  House.  I  would 
prefer,  therefore,  that  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness should  be  proceeded  with  rather  than  to  lay 
it  aside  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bank  bill. 
We  shall  reach  that  in  due  time  in  its  regular 
order. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  had  supposed  tliat  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor 
did  not  wish  to  proceed  with  his  speech  to-day, 
and  that  he  was  willing  that  the  bill  should  go 
over  until  Tuesday,  when  he  will,  of  course,  re- 
sume his  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  said  that  I  was  willing 
to  give  way  for  a  motion  to  postpone-;  but  since 
this  controversy  has  arisen  over  the  question,  I 
believe  I  would  prefer  to  go  on  to-day,  if  it  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that  he  can  ascertain 
the  pleasure  of  the  House  without  losing  his  right 
to  the  floor,  by  allowing  the  motion  to  be  made 
to  postpone. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Very  well,  sir.  I  will 
give  way  lo  allow  the  motion  to  be  made,  and 
will  let  the  House  determine  the  matter. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  move  then  that  the  bill  be 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next  after  the  morning 
hour;  and  on  that  motion  I  demand  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  allow  me  to  make  the  motion  that 
this  bill  be  postponed  until  after  the  tax  bill  has 
been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  that  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  accede  to  his 
request  without  first  consulting  the  mover  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Does  the  bank  bill  come  up 
as  a  matter  of  course  if  this  matter  is  postponed? 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  unless  the  House  post- 
pones two  other  bills  which  take  precedence  of  it. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  appeal  again  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  allow  me  to  move 
to  amend  his  motion  so  as  to  postpone  this  bill 
until  after  the  tax  bill  shall  have  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Upon  consulting  with  tlie 
mover  of  the  bill,  I  find  that  he  prefers  to  have  it 
postponed  until  Tuesday.  I  shall  have  therefore 
to  decline  the  request  of  the  gentleman. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes  74, 
noes  38. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  main  ques- 
tion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  72,  nays  53;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
A»hley,  John  I),  tialdvviu,  Baxter,  Ueamaii,  Blaine,  Bout- 


well,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Dri^gs, 
Eckley,  [''arnsworth,  Fcnion,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch.  Grin- 
iiell,  Higby,Hooper,  AsahelW.Huhbard,  John  H.  Hubbard, 
Jenckes,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogu,  Orlando  Kel- 
logg, Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Meln- 
doe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Affios  Myers,  Odell,  Chailes  O'Neill,  Orth,  Perliani,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Kice, 
John  H.'RIee,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Stevens, 
Thayer,  Thomas,  Upson,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  William 
B.  Washburn,  Wehster,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wiudom,  and 
Woodbridge— 72. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Wniiam  J.  Allen,  Baily, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Clay,  Cra- 
vens, Dawson,  Deminji,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridgc,  Finck, 
Ganson,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Herrick,  Holnian,  Holch- 
kiss,  Hutchins,  Kalbfleisch,  Kernan,  Kinc,  Kiiapp,  Law, 
Lazear,  Long,  McDowell,  INIcKinney,  William  H.  Miller, 
James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Noble,  Pendleton,  Pruyii,  Rad- 
ford, Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross, 
John  B.  Steele,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Voorhees,  Whaley, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Wliifield, 
and  Fernando  Wood — 53. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  post- 
pone. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  que.stion  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  76,  nays  46;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  U.  lialdwin,  Baxter,  Beanian,  Blaine,  l5out- 
well,  Broomall,  William  G.  Brown,.  Ambrose  W.  Clark, 
Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Dawes,  Driggs, 
Dumont,  Eckley,  Eldridge,  Farnsworth,  Garfield,  Gooch, 
Grinnell,  Higby,  Hooper,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H. 
Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kassoii,  Kelley,  Francis  W. Kel- 
logg, Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Blarvin,  McBride, 
McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill, 
Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Perham, 
Pike,  Price,  William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John 
H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Ross,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith, 
Stevens,  Stuart,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Elihu  B, 
Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Whaley, 
Williams, \Vilder,  Wilson, Windom,  and  Woodbridge — 76. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Clay, 
Coffroth,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Finck, Grider,  Harding, 
Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holmau,  Hutchins,  William 
Johnson,  Kalbfleiseh,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Long, 
McDowell,  McKiuney,  James  R.  Morris,  Nelson,  Noble, 
Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  Strouse,  Sweat, 
Voorhees,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  Wiiite, 
WInfield,  and  Fernando  Wood — 46. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next, 
after  the  morning  hour. 

FORT  PILLOW  DISASTER. 

Mr.  WILSbN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  for 
the  purpose  of  action  upon  it  at  this  time.  I  pre- 
sume no  member  will  object. 

Several  Members.     Read  for  information. 

The  joint  resolution  directing  the  committee  on 
the  conduct  of  the  war  to  examine  into  the  recent 
attacks  on  Fort  Pillow  was  read.  It  directs  the 
committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war,  or  such 
members  as  the  committee  may  designate,  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  Fort  Pillow,  Tennessee,  and  ex- 
amine into  the  facts  and  circumstances  attending 
the  recent  attack  and  capture  of  such  fort  by  the 
rebels;  and  report  to  the  Flouse  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  possible. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  If  the  gentleman  will  pro- 
vide for  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Speaker  for  that  purpose,  I  am  sure  there  will  be 
no  objection. 

Mr.  WILSON.  We  have  already  a  commit- 
tee on  the  conduct  of  the  war,  which  I  think  is 
sufficient. 

Thfere  being  no  objection,  the  joint  resolution 
was  introduced,  and  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  en- 
grossed, was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
[lassed. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  passed;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SOUTHERN  INDIAN  SUPERINTENDENOY. 
Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  this  House  given  on  the  12th 
of  April  instant,  toprinttheaceountsof  the  superintendent 
and  agi'nt  of  the  southern  Indian  superintundeiicy  be,  and 
is  lieriby,  rescinded. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  What  is  the  reason  for  that 
resolution  ? 


1680 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  16. 


Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.     It  will  cost  $1,000,  and 
is  an  unnecessary  cxponditiirn. 
Tlio  restilution  was  adopted. 

TEllUITORIAL  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  next  business  in 
order  to  be  House  bill  No.  342,  making  appro- 
priations for  public  buildings  in  the  Territories  of 
Colorado,  Nevada,  Dakota,  Idaho,  Arizona,  and 
Montana,  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  tlie  Union  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine,  moved  that  the  further 
"consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until 
Wednesday  next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  next  business  in  or- 
der to  be  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  53)  amend- 
atory of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  be  postponed  for  two 
weeks. 

The  House  divided;  and  there  were — ayes  64, 
noes  29. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROOKS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  joint  resolution  was  postponed,  and  on 
that  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Massachusetts,  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BROOKS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  70,  nays  46;  as  follows: 

YEAS — .Messrs.  Allisnn,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ash- 
ley, John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beanian,  Blaine,  Boutwell, 
Brooniall,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  \V.  CInrk,  Freeman 
Clarke, Gobi), Cole, Crcswell,  Dawe.s.Driggs,  Dumont,Eck- 
ley,  Garfield.  Gcio<-h,  Grinnell,  Higby,  Hooper,  Asaliel  W. 
Hubbard, Jolm  II.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Kasson.Franeis  VV.Kel 
lof;)4,  Orlando  Kellogi;,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride, 
BlcCluig,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  jMoorliead,  Morrill,  Daniel 
Morris,  Amos  Myers,  diaries  O'Neill,  Orlli,  Patterson, 
l'erliam,I'ike,Pomen)y,  Priee,  William  H.  Randall,  Alex- 
ander II.  Rice,  Jolin  H.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  James  S. 
Rollins,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Stevens,  Stuart,  Thayer, 
Tliomas,  'I'raey.  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,Elihn  B.  Wash- 
burne,  Webster',  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  and 
Woodbridge— 70. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Au- 
gustus C.  Baldwin, Brooks,  James S.  llrown,Clay,Coftrolh, 
Cravens,  Dawson,  Deming,  Denison,  Eldriilge,  Einck, 
Ganson,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Herrick,  Ilol- 
nian,  llutehins,  William  Johnson,  Katbfleisch,  Kernan, 
Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  McDowell,  McKinncy,  Morrison, 
Nelson,  Noble, Pendleton, Pruyn,  Radl'ord,  Sanmel  J.  Ran- 
dall, Robinson,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  Sirouse,  Voorhees, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  While,  Winficld, 
and  Fernando  Wood — 46. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY  BILL. 

The  Speaker  stated  the  next  business  in  order 
to  be  Hou.se  bill  No.  395,  to  provide  a  national 
currency,  secured  by  a  f)li;dgo  of  United  Slates 
bond.s,  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  re- 
demption thereof. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
forty-first  .section  of  that  bill. 

The  Clei'k  rend,  as  follows: 

Skc.  41.  ,1nd  he  Ufarlhcr  enacted,  That  the  plates  and 
special  dies  to  be  proenn'd  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cur 
rency  for  the  prinlingot".such  circulating  notes  shall  remain 
under  his  control  and  direction,  and  the  expenses  neces- 
Barily  incurred  in  executing  the  provisions  of  Ihis  act,  re- 
epectiiig  the  procurijigol' such  notes,  and  all  other  expenses 
of  the  bureau,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
taxes  or  duties  now  or  hereafter  to  be  assessed  on  the  cir- 
(rulation,  and  collected  from  associations  organize<l  under 
this  act;  and  every  organization  undi'r  this  act  shall  pay 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Kt.ites  a  duty  of  one  per 
cent,  each  half  year,  from  and  after  the  Isi  day  of  A|>ril, 
in  the  year  18(i4,  upon  the  maxiimmi  amount  of  their  cir- 
culating notes  during  the  six  months;  and  in  default  of 
(?nch  payment  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni|ed  States  is  hereby 
authorized  to  retain  one  per  cent,  of  tlii;  amount  of  bonds 
re(|iiired  to  be  deposited  as  security  for  such  circulation  at 
«!aeli  semi  ainiual  payment  of  the  inter<st  tluneon  ;  and 
Fuch  duly  and  the  taxes  or  duties  iiii|io>cd  by  Congress 
from  time  to  time  shall  be?  in  lien  of  .-dl  oihcrtaxes  on  such 
nssoeiatiiins:  Proviilcd,  That  noihing  in  this  act  iihnll  he, 
c<uistrued  to  prevent  the  market  value  of  the  shares  in  iniv 
of  the  said  banking  associations,  held  by  any  person  iw 
body  corporate  created  by  Slate  law,  being  included  In  ihe 
valuation  of  the  ag;fregate  jiersonal  property  of  such  per- 
son t,r  State  corporation  in  assessing  any  tax  imposed  by 
any  Stal<'  or  niuiii(Mpal  authority  on  the  .iggrcgate  personal 
esiaii-  of  all  persons  .subject  to  the  authority  of  such  State 
or  municipality. 

Mr.  JIOLMAN.  I  make  the  point  of  oi-dcr 
that  that  section  is  in  the  nature  of  a  tax  bill ;  that 
it  imposes  u  tax  or  duty  upon  certain  property, 


and  that  under  the  HOth  rule  of  the  House  it  must 
have  its  first  conKidernijon  in  the  Comrnittce  of 
the  Whole  on  the  yiate  of  the  Union. 
The  Cleik  read  the  llOtli  rule,  as  follows: 
"  No  motion  or  proposition  for  a  tax  or  charge  upon  the 
people  shall  be  discussed  the  day  on  which  it  is  made  or 
offered;  and  every  such  proposition  shall  receive  its  first 
discussion  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order,  upon  the  ground,  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  rule  states  that  it  must  be  "  a  tax  or  charge 
upon  the  people,"  and  that  if  the  intention  had 
been  to  include  all  kinds  of  taxes  and  charges  the 
words  "upon  the  people"  would  not  have  been 
used;   the  next  or  IHtli  rule  providing  that — 

"  No  sum  or  (juantum  of  tax  or  duty,  voted  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wiiole  House,  shall  be  increased  in  the  House 
until  the  motion  or  proposition  for  such  increase  shall  be 
first  discussed  and  voted  in  a  Conmiittce  of  the  Whole 
House ;  and  so  in  respect  to  the  time  of  its  continuance." 

The  one  being  a  particular  and  the  other  a  gen- 
eral rule;  and  in  the  second  place,  that  this  is  not 
a  tax,  but  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  certain  ex- 
penses to  be  incurred  for  dies,  plates, &c.  Upon 
these  two  grounds  the  Chair  overrules  the  point 
of  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  In  fact  there  is  an  appropri- 
ation there. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  Chair  thinks  not. 

Mr.  HOLiM  AN.  It  imposes  a  duty  of  one  per 
cent. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  a  tax  upon  the 
people. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  With  some  reluctance  I  take 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Is  there  any  doubt  that  un- 
der that  section  when  this  tax  is'collected  it  has 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury.'' 

The  SPEAKER.  As  this  is  in  regard  to  priority 
of  business,  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  71,  tiays  31;  as  follows: 

YtiAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ar- 
nold, Ashley,  John  D.  lialdwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
BouHvell,  Broomall,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W. 
('lark.  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Dawes,  Deming, 
Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grin- 
nell, fligbv.  Hooper,  Hotclikiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John 
H.  Hubhiii-d,  Jenekes,  Juli;rn,  ICelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Orlando  Kellogg,  Longyear,  Marvin, McBride,  McClurg, 
Mcli.doe,  Samuel  F.  AliUer,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel 
Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill, Orth,  Porham,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice, 
John  H.  Rice, Edward  H.  Rollins,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith, 
Stev(;ns,  Tliayer,  Tracy,  Upsoi»,  Van  Valkcnburgh,  Elihu 
B.  Washburue,  William  B.  Washburn,  Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  VVindom,  and  Woodbridge — 71. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Au- 
gustus C.  Baldwin,  Brooks,  Chanler,  CoftVoth,  Denison, 
Eden,  Eldridge,  Grider,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Ucrrick,  Hoi- 
man,  Ki,-rnan,  Marcy,  McKinncy,  William  11.  Miller,  Mor- 
rison, Nelson,  Noble,  Odcll,  Pendleton,  Radlbrd,  Samuel 
J.  Randall,  Robinson,  John  B.  Steele,  Strouse,  Stuart, 
Wheeler,  Joseph  W.  VVhitc,  and  Fernando  Wood — 31. 

So  the' decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is,  "  Shall  the 
bill  be  engrossinl  and  read  a  third  tiinc.'"  and 
upon  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
IIooper]  i.s  entitled  lo  the  floor. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  lise  to  a  question 
of  order.  It  is  that  as  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
provides  for  the  cieation  of  new  machinery,  and 
the  appointment  of  additional  clerks  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  Treastiry,  and  not  by  the  associations, 
under  the  112ili  rule  the  bill  inustgo  to  the  Coiti- 
mitt(^e  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

T.hc  SPEAKER.  The  almost  daily  usage  of 
the  House  is  not  to  consider  a  bill  an  appropria- 
tion bill  when  the  money  to  be  paid  out  depends 
n]ion  another  appropriation  bilr  to  be  passed  by 
the  House.  All  clerks  in  all  the  Departments 
are  paid  out  of  money  appropriated  by  the  legis- 
lative, executive,  and  judicial  appropriation  bill, 
and  appropriation  bills  for  the  various  Depart- 
ments reported  from  time  to  time  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Moans. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  desire  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Speaker  thata  bill  creating  new  officers 
and  fixing  their  salaries  necessarily  involves  the 
iiecesHiiy  of  an  appropriation  of  money,  and 
hence  cleaily  comes  wiihin  the  l]2lh  rule. 

TheSPKAKEIl.  The  Chair  will  slate  that 
the  usage,  which  he  did  not  create,  but  which  nil 
previous  (Congresses  have  creati^d  and  followed, 
IS  to  the  following  ed'ect:  that  when  a  pension 
bill  is  presented,  declaring  that  a  widow  shall  be 
placed  upon  the  pension  rolls  to  receive  eightdol- 


lars  a  month,  it  has  been  decided  repeatedly, 
withotit  a  single  break  in  the  chain,  that  it  is  not 
an  appropriation  bill,  although  the  Government 
is  bound  to  pay  the  pension.  If  the  gentleman 
will  show  any  section  of  this  bill  which  provides 
that  this  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the 
Chair  will  sustain  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Will  the  Chair  allow  me  to 
present  an  answer  to  the  question  which  has  been 
pu  I .' 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  only'be  done  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  PRICE  objected. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Differing  from 
the  Speaker,  I  very  reluctantly  take  an  appeal 
from  that  decision. 

The  SPEAKER.  Will  the  gentleman  state  his 
precise  point,  as  the  ground  of  appeal  has  to  be 
entered  on  the  Journal.' 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  It  is  that  a  bill 
creating  new  offices  which  involves  the  necessity 
of  an  appropriation  of  the  public  money,  must, 
under  the  112th  r.ule,  go  to  the  Conimiitee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  before  it  can  be 
considered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order,  upon  the  ground  that  by  the  uni- 
form and  unbroken  usage  of  the  House,  as  shown 
by -the  instances  he  has  given  and  many  others, 
the  section  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  is  nota  section  of  an  appropriation  bill,  and 
does  not  require  consideration  in  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole.      " 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  As  that  is 
evidently  a  frivolous  point  of  order,  1  move  to 
lay  the  appeal  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  call  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chaii-  would  state  that 
he  would  prefer  to  have  the  vote  taken  directly 
upon  the  appeal. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  will  then 
withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  COFFROTH.     I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  a  right 
to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Can  it  be  done  after  the  yeas 
and  nays  have  been  ordered? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  can. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  appcul. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is,  "  Shall  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
House.'" 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  84,  nays  9;  asfoljpws: 

Y'EAS — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ash- 
ley,John  D.  Baldwin, Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Boiitwell, 
Broomall,  William  G.  lirown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  l''r(^e- 
inan  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  HeniV  Winter  Davi.s, 
Dawes,  Dawson,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eldridge,  Farns- 
worili.  Frank,  Garlicld.  Gooch. Grinnell,  Harrington,  llighv. 
Hooper,  Hotclikiss,  Asahel  W.' Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard, 
llutcliins,  J cnckes,  Julian,  Kel ley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, Or- 
lando Kelldge,  King,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBriile,  IMe- 
ClurL',  Melndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill, 
Danii'l  Mmris,  Janii^s  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Amos  Mvi'rs, 
Noble.  Charles  O'Neill.  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike, 
Price,  Prnyn.  Radford,  William  II.  Randall,  John  H.  KIce, 
RohiusoM.  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smilli, 
Stevens,  Sironsc,  Stuart,  Thayer. Tracy,  Upson,  VanValk- 
enbnrgh,  Elihu  H.  Washburue,  VVebster,  Williams,  Wild- 
er, Wilson,  Windoni,  and  Wooilhridge- 84. 

NAY'S- Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Chajder,  CofTroih, 
Denison,  Eden,  Herrick,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Wlieeler,and 
Fernando  Wood— 9. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  raise  a  point  of  order  on 
the  forty-seventh  section  of  the  bill,  wliich  is  to 
be  found  upon  page  39. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Wisconsin.  I  ask  leave  of 
absence  from  the  House  for  ten  days  from  Mon- 
day next. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  leave  of  absence 
was  granted. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  point  of  order  is,  that 
this  forty-seventh  section  makes  an  a|)propriation 
in  money,  and  in  the  ftdlowing  language: 

"  Thereupon,  the  Comptroller  shall  give  notice,  in  such 
manner  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  by  general 
rule  or  otherwise  direct,  to  the  holders  of  tin.'  circulating 
notes  of  sueh  associations,  to  present  them  for  payment 
to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  the  sami:  shall 
be  paid  as  presented  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United 
States,"  &c. 

I  submit,  in  the  Arst  place,  that  that  clause 
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makes  an  appropriation  of  all  the  money  that 
may  become  necessary;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
that  if  it  provides  for  the  payment  of  money  into 
the  Treasury,  it  also  provides  for  the  taking  out 
of  money,  in  liquidaiion  of  each  of  these  claims, 
and  that  brings  this  clause  within  the  rule  laid 
down  in  the  Illinois  canal  case. 

Mr.  WASHBQRNE,  of  Illinois.  I  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  that  instead  of 
raising  these  points  of  order  he  resort  to  the  or- 
dinary fiUibustering;  motions  for  the  purpose  of 
impeding  the  legislation  of  Congress. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  not  debat- 
able. The  Chair  overrules  the  point  of  order 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  upon  the 
precedent  established  by  the  Thirty-Second  Con- 
gress, that  when  a  point  of  order  has  been  made, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  sustained  on  appeal, 
it  cannot  be  renewed  even  upon  the  suggestion 
of  additional  reasons. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  But  this  point  of  ortier  re- 
lates to  a  different  section  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The g«ntleman  Q-om  Indiana 
[Mr.  Hol.man]  rose  and  made  the  point  of  order 
that  tins  bill  made  an  appropriation,  and  that, 
therefore,  it  must  have  its  first  consideration  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  he  stated,  in  support  of  his  point  of  order, 
that  the  forty-first  section  of  the  bill  created  a  tax 
upon  the  people. 

That  pointoforder  was  overruled  by  the  Chair. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  appealed  from  that 
decision,  and  the  House  confirnned  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  as  its  judgment. 

The  gentleman  makes  another  point  of  order 
fouiuled  on  another  section  of  the  bill.  The  Chair 
refers  gentlemen  to  page  IG  of  Barclay 's  Digest, 
which  has  been  adopted  as  the  authority  here,  on 
which  Hiey  will  find  these  words: 

"A  fiMi'iiioji  of  order  just  decided  on  appeal  cannot  be 
renewed  ii|niii  llie  suyi^cstiou  of  additional  reasons." 

Mr.  EIOLMAN.  The  present  point  of  order 
refers  to  a  diO'erent  section  of  the  bill.   •       . 

The  SPEAKER.  If  questions  of  order  were 
permi.ssililc  on  different  sections  of  the  bill  ap- 
peals might  bo  multiplied  a  hundred  times,  and 
the"  House  coukl  never  get  to  a  vote  on  any  bill. 
The  Cliair,  in  order  not  to  cripple  the  right  of  ap- 
peal, has  permitted  two  questions  of  order  to  be 
made,  and  in  each  instance  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  has  been  sustained  by  the  House.  A  gen- 
tleman cannot  under  the  rules  of  the  House  re- 
new the  same  point  of  order  upon  the  suggestion 
of  additional  reasons.  That  was  the  decision 
made  by  Linn  Boyd,  of  Kentucky,  when  Speaker 
of  this  House,  and  the  Chair  now  affirms  it. 

Mr.  HOLJkJAN.  I  appeal  from  that  decision 
of  the  Chair; 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  appeal,  and  there 
were — ayes  61,  noes  16;  no  quorum  voting.. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Holman 
and  OuTH  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported- 
ayes  78,  noes  22. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  as 
the  judgment  of  the  House. 

iVlr.  STILES.  I  move  that  the  House-do  now 
adjourn. 

"The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  doubts  whether 
that  motTon  is  in  order,  as  tlie  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hooper]  is  on  the  floor, and 
was  only  deprived  of  it  by  a  |)oint  of  order.  That 
point  of  order  being  disposed  of,  he  is  entitled  to 
the  floor  for  one  hour.  The  Chair  decides  that 
unless  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  yields 
the  floor  a  motion  to  adjourn  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  Did  not 
the  Cliair  recognize  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Stiles.'] 

The  SPEAKER.  TheChairsupposed  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Stiles]  was  rising  to  a  point  of  or- 
der. But  the  geiitlenmn  from  Massachusetts  is 
entitled  to  the  floor  for  one  hour,  unless  there  be 
a  fioim  of  order  made  on  the  bill  or  on  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  amendments 
in  this  bill,  or  the  changes  in  the  bill  from  that 
acted  on  by  the  House  on  a  former  occasion,  are 
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principally  in  that  section  which  was  referred  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman] 
with  respect  to  taxation.  That  is  the  only  ma- 
terial change,  although  there  have  been  some  ver- 
bal changes  in  other  sections  of  the  bill.  That 
section  allows  the  State  to  tax  the  property  of  in- 
dividuals invested  in  the  bank  upon  those  indi- 
viduals, but  not  to  tax  the  bank  itself.  I  notice 
that  on  the  6th  page  there  is  a  verbal  error,  the 
word  "  and"  being  printed  instead  of  the  word 
"  or."  I  should  like  to  have  the  correction  made. 
The  SPEAKER.  It  is  customary  when  a  bill 
has  been  misprinted  to  allow  the  correction  to  be 
made. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  comprehend  that;  but  if  we 
are  to  be  held  rigidly  to  the  rules  our  only  safety 
is  in  objecting.  '    .     ,    ' 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  withdraw  the  proposition. 
It  is  of  no  material  consequence. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Massachiisetts  to  rriake  an  amend- 
ment on  page  7,  line  twenty-six,  by  striking  out 
the  two  words  "  real  and."  The  bill  as  itnow  reads 
provides  that  banks  shall  carry  on  business  by 
loaning  money  on  real  and  personal  security.  I 
propose  to  strike  out  the  words  "real  and."  It  is 
a  vicious  principle  of  banking,  and  it  is  one  which 
I  could  not  sanction  in  the  former  bill. 

Mr.  liOOPER.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have 
that  amendment  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  only  be  done  by  a 
motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Then  I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  oiit  the  words  "real  and;"  so  that  it  will 
read,  "  by  loaning  money  on  personal  security." 
I  believe  that  amendment  was  also  suggested  by 
a  gentleman  on  the  other  side.  I  now  move  the 
previous  question  on  the  bill  and  amendment,  as 
I  know  of  no  other  amendments  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  yield  to  me. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa.  i, 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  object,  unless  the  gentle- 
man yields  unconditionally. 

Mf-  WILSON.  1  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin  will  hear  the  statement  I  desire  to 
make.  I  state  to  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin 
that  if  he  persist  in  his  objection,  I  shall  object 
to  all  other  amendments.  1  wish  to  make  these 
bills  redeemable  in  New  York. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  withdraw  my  objection 
for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa. 

Mr.  WILSON,  I  desire  to  offer  an,  amend- 
ment to  the  thirty-first  section,  by  striking  out 
all  of  the  places  named  as  depositories,  except 
Philadelphia,  Boston,  and  New  York.  I  should 
prefer  to  have  it  New  Yoiic  alone;  but  I  am  will- 
ing to  compromise. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  is  not  in 
order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HOOPER.     I  object. 
Mr.  WILSON.     Then  I  give  notice  that  I  will 
object  to  the  gentleman  yielding  to  any  one. 

Mr.  KERN  AN-  I  desire  to  ask  the  Chair 
whether  we  are  not  entitled  to  have  the  bill  read 
through. ,    : 

The  SPEAKJSR.     Certainly.     The  gentleman 

from  Indiaiia  [Mr.  Holman]  has  demanded  that. 

Mr.  KERNAN.     Is  it  necessary  to  give  notice 

of  amendments  that  members  may  desire  to  offer? 

ThcSPEAKER.  Amendments arenotin  order 

pending  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  KERNA'N.  1  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment. 

ThcSPEAKER.  It  can  only  be  done  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr.  WILSON.  If  we  cannot  all  have  a  chance' 
of  offering  amendments,  I  object  to  any  one  doing 
so. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  should  like  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  I,de- 
sire  to  know  whether  Buffalo  was  left  out  inten- 
tionally or  by  accident  as  a  place  of  depository  ? 
Mr.  HOOPER.  It  was  complained  of  in  the 
other  bill  that  Buffalo  was  put  in  us  a  joke. 


Mr.  GANSON.  I  propose  to  have  two  jukes 
made  in  the  same  case. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  must  insist  on  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  allow 
me  to  put  a  question  to  him. 

Mr.  FIOOPER.  I  will  hear  the  question  of  the 
gentleman. 

'  Mr.  FENTON.  Upon  consultation  with  sev- 
eral of  my  colleagues  on  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  1  desire  to  move  to  amend  the  forty- 
first  section. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Does  the  gentlemati  yield 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  uncondition- 
ally? 

The  SPEAKER.     He  does  not. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Well,  sir,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa  [Mr.  Wilson]  insists  that  he  shall  not 
yield  unless  he  yields  unconditionally,  I  insist 
that  the  gentleman  from  Malssachusetts  shall  con- 
form to  that  rule. 

Mr.  WILSON.  That  is  right;  let  it  be  enforced 
on  both  sides. 

The  SPEAKE,R,  The  bill  will  now  be  read  at 
length. 

The  Clerk  commenced  to  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  inquire  whether  there 
is  not  a  misprint  in  the  first  section.  The  sub- 
stitute for  the  original  bill  as  reported  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  .left 
out  the  words  "on  the  recommendation  of  thp 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;"  so  that  the  clause 
would  rca(l,  "he  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  ^hc 
Senate."  ,, 

As  the  bill  now  r&ds,  the  President  is  obliged 
to  appoint  the  Comptroller  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  wish,  therefore,  to 
ask  if  the  insertion  of  these  words,  "  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  is 
not  a  misprint? 

The  SPEAKER.  As  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts doeg  not  answer,  the  Chair  infers,  iri- 
aismuch  as  this  fs  an  original  bill,  that  it  is  not  a 
misprint.  "j 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  move  that  the  further 
reading  of  the  bill  be  dispensed  with.  ' '^ 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  only  be  done  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  BROOKS  objected. 

The  Clerk  again  proceeded  with  the  reading  o,( 
the  bill  down  to  the  forty-first  section.  '  '' 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  now  desire  the  consent  ef 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  and  of  the 
House  to  indicate  the.  amendment  which  I  have 
to  offer  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  object,  unless  I  can  have 
the  opportunity  to  introduce  my  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  that  there  is  one 
amendment  pending  to  the  bill,  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  realand,"  and  that  no  amendment  would 
be  in  order  to  the  bill  unless  pertinent  to  the 
amendment  pending. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  merely  desire  to  indicate, 
by  having  it  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  the  amend- 
ment which  I  shall,  if  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts should  give  me  the  opportunity,  or 
if  the  previous t^uestion  should  not  be  seconded, 
offer  to  the  bill.  The  amendment  applies  to  the 
forty-firstsection,  which  the  Clerk  is  now  reading. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  being  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk  ? 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.     I  object. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISGH.  1  ask  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  have  the  further  reading  of  the  bill 
dispensed  with.  ■      ' 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  objected. 

The  Clerk  then  resumed  and  concluded  the  read- 
ing of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  again  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  to  yield  to  me  to  allow  me 
to  indicate  the  amendment  1  desire  to  offer  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HOOPEJl.  I  have  no  objection  to  tha 
amendment  being  read  for  information 
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Ml-.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  ol>jeci  to  any  aineiid- 
mt-m  biiim  cff-  nd  lo  \he  bill. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Does  i!ie  Kfnilemaii  objectto 
having  ilic  I'.iiicmimi'iit  I  luoiiose  read? 

.Ml-;  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Tde  (.bjfCti'oii  came  from 
tliai  «Tdu  of  the  Hmise  to  any  ameiKlmeiit  being 
ofT'TPd  or  r»'ii(l,;ind  1  propose  lo  assist  liim  ill  en- 
forciiiij  his  cibj.  ciion. 

Tiie  SPEA'KEll.  The  quesiian  will  then  be 
upon  Ki;';oi](liiig  I  lie  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Ujii.n  n  division  of  t'he  Hous^,  54  voted  in  tiie 
rflli  niiitivi',  iind  05  in  tile  iiigativc. 

Mr.  HOOPER  cali.d  for  t.'llers. 

Till,  rs  vvi-re  onhivj  ;aiid  Messrs.  HoopERand 
Bkooks  weiv  Hppoin'ed. 

'I'hc  House  u'^a'in  divided;  and  tlve  tellers  re- 
poilcd-^ayes  55,  noes  70. 

So  Hie  previous  question  was  noLsecionded. 

Mr.  FEiNTON.    What  istlie  penning  question  ? 

The  tiPE.A  tCER,.  The  pending  qu<  stioti  is  on 
tlie  motion  of  tlit^  irenile'nian  from  Massachusetts 
lo  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  "  real 
and,"  at  tiie  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
lllinoi.'*. 

Mr.  FENTON.     Upon  that  amendment  I  de- 
mand the  priviotis  question. 
i''  Mr.  BROOKS.   I  move  ihattheHouseadjourn. 

Tlie  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  55,  noes 69. 
■'•  'Mr.  WEBSTER.  I  de.'^ire  to  know  whether 
it  Would  be  in  urdrr  if  the  amendment  is  adopted 
to  go  back  to  till-  first  seciioii  ? 
"",  The  SPEAKER.  The  whole  bill  is 'open  to 
"Bmeiidincni.  'J'lic  bill  is  not  taken  up  by  sec- 
"tforis.is  in  Conuiiiitee  of  the  Whole:  but  when  an 
'oitiendment  is  offered,  no  proposition  can  be  en- 
tertained as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
unless  it  is  pertinent  to  that  amendment. 

Tlie  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  qiKStioii  ordered  to  be  put. 
,     The  ainemlnienl  Wijs  adopted. 

Mr.  FEN'['ON.  I  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  fiiffer  the 
followintc  ami'iidmcnt  to  the  forty-first  section. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  bi'foro  we  reach  ihat'sectioii. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  is  upon  the  floor,  and  is  entitled  to  offui;  his 
_l<pnendmrnt. 

J.'  ,,Mr.  FENTON  moved  to  amj^itd  in  the  forty- 
ffrst  seciion  by  striking  out  all  iifter  the  word 
.jfVuct,"  in  the  jii nth  line,,  to  tlieejidof  tlie  section, 
as  fiillows: 

And  cviry  orcanlzatlon  under  tills  act  .=liiill  pay  to  tlie 
Treii.-iinrollhe  UiiUc<l  Hl;itcs  a  diny  ofoiie  piTciiit.  cacli 
li.iiryeiir,  IVom  :ijid  iil'tiT  llie  l^-t  dny  of  April,  hi  the  year 
183'!,  ii|iiiii  tlic  iiiiixniiiiiM  amount  of  llioir  cireulaiing notes 
during  llie  --ix  montli.-  ;  and  in  deiault  of  siieli  payment  the 
Trea>iirrroPtlii'  L'liiti'd  States!-;  hereby  anil  loriZ'd  to  retain 
oiii'  prrciit.  oftli<;uii'iiiiiioi  liond-  rciinircd  to  hi'  d-poitcd 
Bssi-cirriiy  forsiicliciieiil.iiiiHi  atiachsi'ml  aiMiiial  payiueiit 
jofllii-  iii|ere>tili(r.(iii;  anil  such  duty  and  I  lie  taxes  or  diuipr; 

•  ijiiliiisi'd  liy  Coierie.^s  iroiii  time  to  linn'  sIimII  h  ■  in  lii-u  iil  all 
oilier  liixi-soii  stieii  a^J-oi-iaiions':  Froviileil,'l'l\nl  iidtliingin 
tills  net  shall  lir  conslrm  d  lo  prevent  lie;  iiiarkrt  value  of 
the  shares  in  any  ol'Ihe  silid  liaiikjnj!  associations,  held  hy 
any  p  'rsoii  oi  hmly  corporati'  croaud  l>y  :rlate  law.  hiiiig 
Jnclmleiliii  tlic  valuation  of  iheaggregale  personal  piopcrty 
of  such  piTson  i>r  .■^laii!  eorpoialioii  in  assessing  any  tax 
Imposed  hy  any  Slatr  or  nninieipal  authority  on  the  a^gro- 
g.lte  pirsonal  rslale  of  all  persons  subject  to  the  nuthopity 

'Uf  Kiicli  State  or  niuiiicipnlity. 

•  -And  by  inserting  in  its  place ^aja  follows:  ' 
And  that  noihlni:;  in  this  act  shall  he  construcdfrtprcTeiU 

the  taxation  hy  .Slates  of  the  capita  I  sincU  ol  hanks  organ  i  zed 
UluliT  this  an,  llie  siinie  as  tlie  propi-riy  oldlher  iiioneyi'd 
corporalimis  for  ritatiMir  niuiiieipal  purposes;  but  nosilate 
■hall  lii'p'isc  my  lax  upon  >ncli  assoeialions  or  ilnir  cap- 
ital, eiriulation,  dividends,  or  business,  at  a  higher  rate  of 
.taxuiun  llniii  sliiill  be  imposed  hyifech  State  upon  the 
saiit4iaimiunl  of  luoneyud  capital  III  the  hands  of  individual 
cUiZ'iis  of  such  SlaiK:  I'roviiled,  That  no  Stale  ta?  shall 
Be  Imposed  on  aiiy  part  of  the  caiiital  stock  of  sueli  <isso- 
elaiion  hivesieil  in  the  bonds  of  the  L'liitcd  States,  de- 
p<jsiled  as  security  lor  its  circulation, 

Mr.  FENTON.     Upon  that  amendihent  I  de- 
mand I  he  (oeviou.s  question.  •        ■     i   .    .   . 
■^1  'Mr.  PRUYN.     Mr.  Speaker,  1  aik  ih  amend 
l\u:  (iinendm«'nt  by  strikiitg  out  the  provisol     '  '  , 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  prefer  to  take  the  3ense''i(f 
ihe  Hmi'a;  on  ihc  proposition'  ntf  ii  i6. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Have  Iftttl  U  Wghftb  divide  the 
orojioniiion  ?  •'' 

f>'- The  SPEAKER.  Not  ftn  amendment. 
oni  Mr.  BROOKS.  There  is  confusion  among 
fix'mherH  on  this  side  of  the  Hon.se  in  refereiXM! 
to  ihe  proviso  which  is  atlaclw  d  lo  the  ameml- 
mtnl;  and  in'vr-f.-reiice  to  a  matter  of  so  nuicli  im- 
portance 1  Call  upon  the  genileman  to  make  some 
verbal  explanation  of  it. 


And  while  I  am  upon  the  floor  I  will  say  that 
the  resistance  made  to  this  bill  is  not  a  blind  re- 
sistance. We  comprehi  nd  the  law  on  the  sub- 
ject as  it  now  staihls;  and  if  a  committee  repre- 
senting the  mi'jority  of  this  House  can  be  raised 
to  better  that  law,  v/e  shall  have  no  objection. 
The  House  has  decided  against  the  original  bill, 
and  it  seems  impossible  to  perfect  any  bill  in  ihe 
way  in  which  we  are  now  advancing.  1  would 
sngirest  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Fenton,]  who  Keorns  to  have  the  bill  in  charge, 
the  propriety  of  giving  usfiirther  time  and  some 
committee  that  will  represent  the  majority  of  the 
House.  At  any  rate,  what  I  now  ask  is. some 
verlial  explanaiion  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  have  only  to  say  that  the 
amendment  was  drawn  afier  consultation  with 
many  of  the  opponents  of  the  forty-first  section 
of  the  bill  as  proposed,  [t  was  thoughta_fter  con- 
siderable consultation  that  this  would  meet  the 
objections  on  the  other  side.  .      ■ 

The  only  reason  for  the  introduction  of  the  pro- 
viso to  the  amendment  was  this,  that  the  friends 
of  the  measure  thought  it  was  important  to  hold 
out  inducements  to  the  banking  associations  now 
doing  business  under  State  authority  to  change 
nver  to  the  national  banking  system.  The  amend-' 
ment  offers  an  inducement  to  all  individuals  and 
banking  associations  who  have  their  capital  in- 
vested in  State  banks  to  change  over  to  the  na- 
tional system. 

Mr.  G ANSON.  I  desire  to  ask  my  colleague 
a  quesiion. 

Mr.  FENTON.    I  will  yield  to  an  inquiry  only. 

Mr.  GANSON.  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  amend- 
ment to  snhjict  these  banks  to  Slate  taxation.' 

Mr.  FENTON.     It  is. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  think  that  the  anfiendment 
does  notsecun?  that  object,  ■   ■■       '■ 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  cannotstop  at-thislate  hour 
of  the  day  to  argue  the  qiiestidn.  The  intention 
waS  to  do  it. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  rise  to 
a  question  of  order.  If  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  be  voted  down,  will 
It  then  be  in  orderfor  nie  to  move  the  same  amend- 
ment wilhont  the  proviso.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  wilj,ifthegentlemangets 
ihc  floor. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE, of  Illinois.  I  understand 
that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  are  in  favor  of 
the  object  of  the  amendmeni,  but  do  not  think 
that  it  accomplishes  that  object.  I  ask  that  it  be 
again  read. 

The  amendment  was  again  read. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  should  hke  in  reference  to 
my  St;iie  to  make  an  explanation  to  this  House 
which  I  eonsidi  r  important. 

Olijoction  was  made. 

Mi-.  STEVENS.  Let  me  ask  a  question.  I 
want  to  understand  this  matier.  If  I  understand 
it  rightly  it  allows  a  man  in  New  York,  or  any 
other  Stale,  to  send  his  capital  and  establish  a 
bunk  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  allows 
ilu't  State  to  lax  his  whole  ca|)ital  and  the  State 
of  New  York  to  lax  it  again.  Is  that  the  effect 
of  it? 

Mr.  FENTON.  There  is  no  intention  to  tax 
it  more  th^n  once. 

-  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  If  we  are  to  have 
debate,  I  al.so  want  to  be  heard. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  debate  has  been  in- 
dulged in  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  FENTON.  1  must  now  insist  upon  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  and  I  cannot 
yield  any  further. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  quesiion  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  BROOKe.  I  rise  to  a  poiat  of  order.  I 
wish,  rather,  to  make  an  inquiry,  of  the  Chair; 

The  SPEAKER.  That  caiinot  he  done  after 
the  previous  quesiion  is  ordered. 

Mr.  liROOKS.  Tlum  1  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  agreeing  to  the  amendment  offered  by 
my  colleague,  [Mr.  Fenton.] 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.       '       ■ 

The  quesiion  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  70,  nays  60;  as  follows: 

'  VKAS— Mi'ssrs.  Alley.  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  A.^hlcy, 
Rally,  John  n.  Baldwin,  llaxur,  neanian,  IJhilne,  l!out- 
w<  II,  Brooinnll,  William  O.  Itrovvii,  Ambrose  W.  Clark, 
Freciiiaii  (Jlurki;,  Clay,  C'lhh,  Cole,  Dawes,  Urisgs,  Hu- 
iiiont,  ICckley,  Fanisworlli,  l''eiiton,  Kiaiik,  Gooch,  Griu- 
11(11,  ni«hy,  Hooper,  riotehkl.ss,  John  II.  Hubbard,  JdnCkes, 
Julian,  K.aa6oii,FiaiiclB  VV.  If  elloggjOrhindo  Kelhn[ir,Loaii, 


Loiigyear.  Marvin,  iVIcChirg,  Mcfudoe,  Paniuel  F.  IMillRr, 
Mooitiead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Charles 
(j'Neill,  Orih.  Patterson.  Perham,  Pike,  Poinerov.  Price, 
William  n.  Randall,  Alexander  H.Kice,  John  H.  Rice,  Ed- 
ward (1.  Kulhns,  Shannon.  Sloan,  Smith.  Tiaev,  U|)son, 
Van  Valkeiibnfih.Eliliu  B.  Wasliburnc,  William'U.  Wash- 
burii,  Webster^  VVilder,  WiUon,  Windom,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 70. 

N.VYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Au- 
gustus C.  Baldwin,  Brooks,  James  S.  Urown,  tjhanler,<.;ra- 
veiis,  Croswell,  Henry  Winlcr  Davis,  Dawson,  Eden,  El- 
dridge,  Finck.Gaiison,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Benja- 
min G.  Harris,  lleirick,  Holnian,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard, 
Hulcliins,  William  Johnson,  Kalhfleisch,  Kelley,  Kernan, 
King,  Kiinpp.  l..aw,  Lazear,  Lonir,  Maicy,  McBriile,  Mc- 
Dowell, MeKii.nev.  William  H.  -Mill,  r,  James  R.  Moiria, 
Morrison,  Nels,)M,Nob|e,  Odcll,  Pendletonj  Pruyn,  Rad- 
ford, Samuel  J.  Randall, Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross, 
Scoti,  John  U.  Steele;  Strouse,  Stuart,  Thayer,  Thomas, 
Wheeler,  Cliilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.'  While,  Williaius, 
Winfield.  and  Ferimiido  Wood — (50. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  third  reading  of  the  bill.  :; 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  tellers  upon  second- 
ing the  demai'.d  for  the  previous  question. 

Tellers  wore  ordered;  and  Mr.  Fenton  and  Mr. 
Dawson  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  68,  noes  58. 

So  ftie  previous  question  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CRAVENS, moved  thai  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nflys  on  the  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  lime. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
engrossed  bill. 

The  SPE.AKER.  The  bill  has  not  been  en- 
grossed. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  I  object  to  its  being 
read  a  tlii-rd  time.  'ofi;     '   : 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  If  the  House 
should  now  adjourn,  in  what  situation  would  it 
leave  tlie  bill  .' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  come  up  as  the  first 
business  in  order  after  the  morning  hour  on 
Monday. 

Mr;  HOOPER.  Then  I  move  that  the  House 
adionrn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House 
accordingly  (at  five  o'clock  and  thirty  minutes, 
p.  m.,)  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  ^piU8,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  signed  the  following 
enrolled  bills,  which  had  heretofore  received  the 
signature  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  206)  in  addition  to  an  act  for 
the  esiabiishment  of  ceriain  arseiutls;  and 

A  bill  (II.  R.  No.  228)  confirming  the  title  of 
Joseph  Foi-d  to  ceriain  lands  in  Rice  county,  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota. 

PETITIONS  AND  .AlEMORIALS. 
Mr.  HARRISpresented  a  memorial  of  the  Osage 
and  Syracuse  Railroad  Company,  a  memorial  of 
the  New  York  Central  Railroad  Company,  and  a 
memorial  of  the  Troy  and  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany, remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the 
Goodyear  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcan- 
ized India  rubber;  which  were  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paleiils  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  presented  a  petition  of  cit- 
izens of  Wisconsin,  praying  that  a  duty  of  ton 
cents  per  pound  may  be  levied  upon  all  wool  of 
foreign  production  imported  into  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  lo  ihe  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CLARK  presented  a  memorial  of  Gales 
.(fcSeaton,  praying  for  comiiensation  for  binding, 
<&c.,of  four  voluniesof  Surveys  forthe  Improve- 
ment of  Rivers  and  Harbors,  Roads  and  Canals, 
and  for  printing  in  part  of  a  colleclinn  of  docu- 
meniary  history  of  the  seat  of  the  General  Gov- 
eriiineni;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commitiieto 
Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the 
Senate. 
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Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  a  memonal  of 
tlie  liidiiUi!>polis!indMadisoii  Riiilroad€omp!\ny, 
remonstrating  against  tlie  extension  of  tlie  Good- 
year patent  for  tlie  manufacture  of  vulcanized  In- 
dia rubijer;  wliicli  was  referred  to  th«  Committee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  W.  E.  Mor- 
gan, second  lieutenant  first  District  of  Columbia 
volunteers,  praying  tliat  he  may  be  allowed  pay 
from  the  31st  of  May,  1863,  to  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, 18G3,  during  whi(;h  time  he  alleges  he 
was  held  waiting  the  settlement  of  his  accounts 
as  acting  assistant  quartermaster;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  presented  a  petition  of  men  and 
women  of  Rochester,  New  York,  praying  that 
Congress  "will  pass,  at  the  earliest  practicable 
day,  an  act  emancipating  all  persons  of  African 
descent  held  to  involuntary  service  or  labor  in  the 
XTiiited  States;"  which  was  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  slavery  and  freedmen. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  beg  leave  to  present  a  peti- 
tion from  women  of  Maine,  asking  that  Congress 
will  initiate  all  needful  measures  to  insure  the  early 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  whereby  slavery  shall  be  absolutely  abol- 
ished. As  that  subject  has  already  been  acted 
upon  by  the  Senate,  I  move  that  the  petition  lie 
upon  tlie  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOWE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Chi- 
cago and  Northwestern  Railway  Company,  re- 
monstrating against  the  extension  of  the  patent 
of  Charles  Goodyear  for  the  manufacture  of  vul- 
canized India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Wis- 
consin, praying  that  a  duty  of  not  less  than  ten 
cents  per  pound  may  be  imposed  upon  all  wool 
of  foreign  production  imported  into  the  United 
States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  presented  a  petition  of  'offi- 
cers of  the  Providence  and  Worcester  Railroad 
Company,  remonstrating  against  the  extension 
of  the  Goodyear  patent  for  the  manufacture  of 
vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Great  Western  Railroad  Company  of  Illinois,  re- 
monstrating against  the  extension  of  the  Good- 
year patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  In- 
dia rubber;  which  was  referred  to  theCommittee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Bos- 
ton Board  of  Trade,  praying  for  the  construction 
of  a  siiip  canal  around  the  falls  of  Niiigara;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Cincinnati,  Hamilton, and  Dayton  Railroad  Com- 
pany, remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the 
Goodyear  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcan- 
ized India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

He  also'presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Ohio, 
praying  for  such  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion as  will  forever  prohibit  slavery  in  the  United 
Stales;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Utica  and  Black  River I^ilroad  Company,  and  a 
memorial  of  the  Rome,  Watertown,  and  Ogdens- 
burg  Railroad  Company,  remonstrating  against 
the  extension  of  the  Goodyear  patentfor  the  man- 
ufacture of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Pat- 
ent Office.  '    ,    '         • 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK  presented  additional  papers 
in  relation  to  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Ball  for  an 
exiension  of  iiis  patent  for  lining  wrought-iron 
pipe  with  hydraulic  cement;  which  virere  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  POWELL  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Kentucky  Central  Railroad  Company,  remon- 
strating against  tlie  extension  of  the  Goodyear 
patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India 
rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

IlKl'ORTS  FROM  COM.MITOIEES. 
Mr.  DOOLITTLE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  communicating  pa- 
pers in  relation  to  providing  the  means  of  subsist- 
erice  for  the  Navnjo  Indians  of  New  Mexico  upon 


a  reservation  at  the  Bosque  Redondo  on  the  Peeps 
river,  reported  in  favor  of  printing  the  same. 

The  report  was  agroed  to. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  William  L.  Church,  of  Iowa,  praying  to  be 
indemnified  for  property  destroyed  by  the  Sioux 
Indians  at  Spirit  Lake,  in  March,  1857j  reported 
adversely  thereon. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  transmitting  the  accounts 
of  the  southern  superintendency,  have  instructed 
me  to  report  the  same  back,  and  to  ask  to  be  dis- 
charged from  their  further  consideration,  and  that 
they  go  upon  the  files  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate.  There  is  a  large  number  of 
papers,  and  we  thought  under  the  circumstances 
that  it  was  probably  not  best  to  be  at  the  expense 
of  printing  them. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
198)  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Army  for  the  year  ending  the'^Oth  June,  1865, 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

DILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

238)  to  ascertain  and  settle  certain  private  land 
claims  in  the  State  of  California;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

239)  to  grant  aid  for  the  construction  of  certain 
railroads  in  Minnesota;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

GEORGETOWN  WATER  TAX. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  that  the  Senate  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No. 
129. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  (S.  No.  129)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  corporation  of  Georgetown, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  lay  and  collect  a 
water  tax,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
May  21,  1862.  It  provides  that  in  all  cases  in 
which  an  original  town  lotin  Georgetown,  in  the 
Districtof  Columbia,  entirely  owned  by  the  same 
person  or  persons,  or  any  subdivision  of  an  ori- 
ginal lot  separately  owned,  shall  be  situated  at  the 
intersection  of  two  streets,  so  as  to  bind  or  front 
on  both,  and  in  which  both  fronts  would  be  liable 
to  the  front-foot  tax  authorized  by  the  act  to  au- 
thorize the  corporation  of  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  lay  and  collect  a  water 
tax,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  May  21, 
1862,  the  front-foot  tax  shall  not  be  levied  upon 
more  than  seve-nty-five  feet  of  the  two  fronts  of 
the  lot  or  part  of  lot;  and  all  beyond  that  num- 
ber of  feet  shall  be  exempt  therefi-om;  but  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  inequality  and  hardship  in 
laying  the  tax,  it  is  to  be  lawful  for  the  corpora- 
tion of  Georgetown,  in  such  cases,  to  make  such 
further  exemptions  from  the  front-foot  tax,  either 
by  general  laws  orin  individual  cases,  as  to  them 
may  seem  just  and  proper.  The  second  section 
proposes  to  repeal  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
May  21,  1862. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  "desire  to  offer  the  following 
amendment  as  an  additional  section,  to  come  in 
as  section  two  between  the  two  sections  of  the  bill: 

Sec.  2.  ,v9)i''  *e  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  said  corporation  of  GoorgiMowii  in  tlieir  discretion,  in- 
stead of  the  front- foot  tax  albresaid,  to  lay  and  collect  an- 
nually a  general  special  tax  not  to  exceed  one  fifth  of  one 
per  cent,  per  annum  on  all  the  assessable  property  in  said 
town,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  cost  of  distributing 
water  through  the  said  town  from  the  main  or  pipes  of  tin; 
VVashingtoM  aqiieduc?!,  which  tax  shall  be  exclusively  ap 
propriatcd  to  tho  said  object,  shall  be  collect«d  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  general  tax  of  said  town,  and  shall  cease 
whenever  the  cost  of  said  distribution  shall  have  boon  fully 
\\i\\<l:'  Provided,  That  all  persons  liable  to  pay  said  tax  shall 
be  credited  on  account  of  Ibo  same  with  all  sums  hereto- 
fore paid  by  them  on  accoiuitof  said  water  front  tax  levied 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  aiiiciidmeat. 

The  amendinent  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  f(n-  a  third  rending, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


•  RAILROADS  IN  KANSAS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansus,  the  bill 
(S.  No.  233)  making  an  additional  grant  of  lands 
to  the  State  of  Kansas  to  aid  in  the  conatructiori 
of  railroad  and  telegraph  lines,  v/as  read  thesec- 
ond  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  proposes  to  grantto  the  State  of  Kansas,  to 
aid  in  tiie  construction  of  a  railroad  and  tele- 
graph line  from  Emporia,  via  Council  Grove,  to  a 
point  near  Fort  Riley,  on  the  branch  Union  Pa- 
cific railroad,  in  that  State,  every  alternate  sec- 
tion of  land  designated  by  odd  numbers  for  ten 
sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  the  road,  sub- 
ject to  all  the  provisions,  restrictions,  limitations, 
and  conditions,  in  regard  to  selection  and  loca- 
tion of  lands  and  otherwise,  of  the  act  of  March 
3,  1863,  entitled  "An  act  for  a  grant  of  lands  to 
the  State  of  Kansas,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  and.  tele- 
graphs in  said  State."  It  also  provides  that  the 
branch  railroad  and  telegrapii  from  "  Lawrence, 
by  the  valley  of  the  Wakarusa  river,  to  a  point 
on  the  Atchison,  Topeka,  and  Santa  Fe  railroad, 
where  said, road  intersects  the  Neosho  river,"  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  which  a  grant  of  lands 
was  made  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1863,  shall  be 
so  changed' as  to  run  from  Lawrence  to  Emporia, 
and  have  and  receive  the  grant  of  lands  made  by 
tliat  act. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  with  the 
papers  a  proposed,  amendment  submitted  by  the 
Senator  from  Kansas.  Does  the  Senator  intend 
to  offer  it.? 

•  Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  offer  the  first  part 
of  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
is  to  add  at  the  end  of  section  two  certain  words, 
which  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  words  to  be  inserted,  as 
follows: 

Provided,  Tliat  the  line  of  railroad  and  telegraph  from 
Leavenworth,  byway  of  Lawrence  and  the  Ohio  City 
crossing  of  the  Osage  river,  to  the  southern  line  of  the 
State  in  tlie  direction  of  Galveston  hay.  shall  run  via 
Baldwin  City  :  Jind  provided,  That  the  Neosho  Valley  rail- 
road and  telegraph  shall  run  via  Leroy,  Burlington,  and 
Otturnwa:  Jind  proinded  further,  'Vh;n  the  Atchison  and 
Topeka  railroad  and  telegraph  shall  terminate  at  Council 
Grove,  and  the  Santa  Fc  railroad  and  lelegrapli  to  com- 
mence at  a  point  on  the  Neosho'Valley  railroad,  between 
Emporia  and  Courieil  Grove,  or  from  either  of  those  points, 
to  be  determined  by  actual  survey. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  trust  my  colleague  will 
modify  his  amendment  so  far  as  to  strikeout  thje 
last  proviso.  I  think,  on  reflection,  he  will  nOt 
agree  to  press  that  pcntion  of  the  amendment,  as 
it  breaks  a  through  line  into  two  or  iliree  pieces, 
and  will  delay  the  construction  of  the  road. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  Let  the  vote  be  taken 
on  the  fil'st  portion  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  It  seems  to  me  that  such 
material  alterations  of  a  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  ought  to  be  sent  to  that 
committee  for  consideration.  I  would  not  make 
this  suggestion  except  for  the  fact  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  is  not  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  So  far  as  the  first 
portion  of  the  amendment  is  concerned,  I  spoke, 
to  the  chairman  of  Clie  Committee  on, Public  Lands 
in  regard  to  it,  and  he  consented  to  it.  It  simply 
makes  points  on  the  line  of  tho  road,  not  length- 
ening it  or  shortening  it  in  anywise.  Baldwin 
City  is  on  the  Galveston  Bay  road,  and  Lero)^, 
Burlington,  and  Ottumwaarc  on  the  Neosho  Val- 
ley road  in  the  valley,  and  the  road  passes  through 
them  necessarily.  We  have  had  a  little  experi- 
ence in  our  State  on  this  subject,  I  will  say  to  the 
Senator  from  Indiana.  Railroad  companies  have 
undertaken  to  insist  upon  counties  [laying  oUe 
or  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  bonds 
to  hiive  the  road  go  through  counties  wiiere  it  was 
expected  to  go  by  the  bill. 

This  is  merely  to  guard  those  places  against 
such  assaults.  I  repeat  that  I  had  the  consent  of 
the  Senator  from  Iowa,  the  cluiirman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  the  first  portion  of  the 
amendment  which  f  liave  stated,  and  I  propose 
nowmerely  to  taki^  the  question  on  that. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  1  shall  not  interpose  a 
motion  myself  if  the  Senator  from  Kansas  is  will- 
ing tt>  ri.<ik  a  vote  on  his  bill  without  any  report 
from  acommillee  upon  it.  These  are  very  radical 
changes  in  tlii'  bill  contriilling  the  route  proposed. 

Mr.  POlMEROY.  The  Senate,  I  believe,  have 
no  objuctiuns  to  the  amendments  to  the  original 
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law  that  were  asjrfpd  upon  in'  ilio  oomiriiuce. 
Beinjc  upon  llu'  Cotrimiltei'  on  Palilic  L<inds,  1 
saw  till. SI'  nincndments  and  n(if)ri>ved  of  tlicm, 
and  I  think  then!  is  no  question  in  ivgard  to  the 
amendments  so  fiir  as  they  were  reported  hy  the 
committee.  The  first  portion  of  the  amendment 
which  has  heen  presented  to  tlie  Senate  by  my 
coileaifue  has  no  practical  importance  exce()t  to 
make  the  road  run  by  certain  towns;  it  does  not 
change  the  line  of  the  road  and  does  not  lengthen 
it  and  does  not  shorten  it  that  I  know  of.  There 
may  l)e  smne  importance,  I  tiuiik  there  is,  in  run- 
ning by  the  towns  when  they  are  in  the  line  of  a 
road;  but  the  idea  of  niakin!^  a  railroad  run  out 
of  its  direction  for  tlie  sake  of  hitting  a  town 
would  not  promote  the  public  interests.  I  iiave 
certainly  no  objection  to  the  points  named  being 
fixed,  especially  those  that  are  on  the  line  of  the 
road;  but  the  through  lines  of  road  should  be 
preserved.  The  interests  of  almost  any  railroad 
would  be  injured  if  it  were  cut  up  and  divided 
into  various  sections.  It  is  necessary  for  the  par- 
ties who  have  to  construct  the  through  line,  if 
they  get  any  lands,  to  get  them  on  the  further 
end  of  the  road,  and  those  lands  are  necessary  to 
eoiistruct  the  near  end,  and  for  that  reason  we 
want  the  whole  line  in  one  consolidated  interest; 
otherwise  the  road  cannot  be  built.  The  last  pro- 
viso in  the  amendment  of  my  colleague  I  think 
would  be  very  fatal  >to  the  interests  of  the  bill. 
Tlie  other  provisions  of  this  amendment  are  not 
material,  because  they  only  name  certain  towns 
on  the  lines  of  road  where  it  seems  desirable  that 
the  roads  should  go.  There  is  certainly  nothing 
against  the  public  interests  in  naming  those  towns, 
though  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  in  consid- 
ering the  bill  thought  there  was  no  public  import-, 
ance  in  naming  them. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  The  town  in  which 
1  live,  Lawrence,  is  on  the  Kansas  Valley  road. 
The  road  located  the  line  two  miles  and  a  quarter 
from  the  town,  and  asked  of  Lawrence  ^300,000 
to  run  to  that  place,  and  I  have  named  these 
towns  in  obedience  to  that  publicsentiment  which 
lias  been  produced  in  that  way.  Neosho  Palls 
is  three  miles  out  of  the  line  of  the  road.  I  pro- 
pose to  strike  out  Neosho  Falls  and  leave  Bald- 
win City,  Leroy,  Burlington,  and  Oitumwa, which 
are  on  the  direct  line  of  the  road.  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  agree  to  my  amendment.  As  to  the 
third  proposition  in  relation  to  the  Santa  Fe  road, 
as  that  road  starts  at  the  town  where  my  col- 
league lives, and  he  is  more  directly  interested  in 
it  and  has  a  better  knowledge  of  it  than  I  have,  I 
do  not  propose  to  insist  upon  it,  but  to  be  gov- 
erned by  his  suggestions. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  This  bill  is  a  matter  of  some 
consequence,  I  suppose,  to  that  locality,  and  it 
may  be  of  some  consequence  to  the  country  at 
large;  but  it  is  laid  upon  our  tables  this  morning 
for  the  first  time,  anu  of  course  there  has  been  no 
opportunity  for  an  examination  of  the  question. 
Besides,  there  is  an  important  amendment  pro- 
posed which  should  have  the  approbation  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  The  chairman  of 
that  committee  is  not  in  his  seat  this  morning.  1 
,  did  not  sufipose  that  the  bill  would  be  brought 
up  this  morning;  and  1  suggest  that  it  would  be 
better  to  let  it  pass  over  until  Senators  can  have 
an  opportunity  to  exumine  it,  and  until  such 
time,  moreover,  as  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr. 
Haf(.lan,]  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  may  be  m  his  seat.  I  do  not  like  to 
make  any  motion  in  regard  toil. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  The  Senator  from 
Maine  is  certainly  mJKtaken  about  the  importance 
of  tlii.s  bill  so  Car  as  the  Gi)veriiment  is  concerned. 
It  extenil.s  one  line  of  road  twenty  miles,  and 
sliorieni*  another  line  of  road  al)oul  twelve  miles. 
That  is  the  importance  of  it  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  MOIllllLL.  I  did  in>t  «peak  with  refer- 
*nce  to  the  Government  intm'ests.  1  hardly  know 
that  then;  is  any  presumption  in  favor  of  a  gen- 
eral intireni  in  it.  The  chniiman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  the  Senator  fram  Iowa,  is 
not  now  in  his  seat,  and  it  will  hardly  l)e  presumed 
thata  bill  of  this  kind, especially  with  such  amend- 
menta  to  it,  can  be  passed  in  the  Senate  at  once 
in  his  absence.  I  suggest  therefore  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kan.fas  to  allow  the  bill  to  go  over  for 
the  present.  1  do  not  like  to  make  u  motion  in 
regaid  to  it. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  The  Senator  from 
Jowa  huB  gone  home,  nnd   Itc   left  this   bill  in 


charge  of  the  Senator  from  Oregon,  [Mr.  Hard- 
ing,] who  is  ill  his.  seat,  or  was  in  his  scat  a  mo- 
ment since  when  1  called  np  the  bill.  1  am  very 
anxious  to  have  it  })assed.  It  is  a  matter  of  lo- 
cal interest  to  my  State.  My  colleague  and  my- 
self agree  as  to  its  terms;  and  I  think  under  these 
circumstances  the  Senate  will  consi'nt  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Has  anybody  else  any  in- 
terest in  this  qiicsiion.' 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  {  have  said  to  the 
Senator  from  Maine  that  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
consented  to  these  two  amendmenls. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  1  am  free  to  acltnowledge 
that  in  relation  to  mut^h  of  the  busini'ss  done  in 
the  Senate  I  am  compelled  in  a  great  measure  to 
rely,  upon  the  action  of  our  committees;  nor  <lo  1 
think  that  is  peculiar  to  myself;  and  inasmuch  as 
that  is  the  case,  especially  in  relation  to  a  subject 
of  this  kind,  1  desire  that  the  chairman  of  our 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  agreed  to  the 
bill,  shall  be  present.  I  desire  to  know  his  views 
about  it.  I  think  as  a  mere  matter  of  courtesy 
to  him  that  the  honorable  Senator  ought  not  to 
press  it  now. 

Mr.  POAIEROY.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  laid 
aside  iiniil  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  comes  in. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Kansas  moves  that  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WAKREN  W.   GREEN. 

Mr.  CLARK.  1  move  that  the  Senate  post- 
pone all  prior  orders  and  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  217)  for  the  relief  of 
Warren  W.  Green,  a  little  bill  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  will  allow  me  to  take  up  a  bill 
relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia.  Itis  a  pub- 
lic bill,  and  I  will  state  to  him  in  a  word  why  1 
wish  to  have  it  taken  up  and  acted  upon  this 
morning.  I  do  not  suppose  it  will  take  any  time. 
There  is  some  controversy  in  the  District  as  to 
whether  the  marshal  or  warden  shall  perform  cer- 
tain duties.  This  bill  will,  I  think,  relieve  that  em- 
barrassment, and  it  is  desirable  in  view  of  what  is 
trans[iiriiig  in  the  District  that  it  should  be  acted 
upon  at  once.    1  do  not  think  it  will  take  any  time. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Tiiis  bill  will  not  take  three 
minutes. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  made  my  state- 
ment, and  if  the  Senator  chooses  to  proceed  with 
his  bill  very  well. 

Mr.  CLARK.  If  the  Senator  does  not  thinJc 
it  better  in  the  order  of  business  to  let  it  come  up 
now,  I  will  yield  to  him. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  will  not  interfere  with 
the  Senator  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  CLARK.  We  can  dispose  of  it  in  a  mo- 
ment. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S.  No. 
217)  for  the  relief  of  Warren  W.Green  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  to  Warren  W.  Green  the  sum  of  jp47  79, 
being  for  his  services  on  the  Fort  Kearney  and 
Honey  Lake  wagon  road,  in  the  year  1857. 

The  bill   was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered   to  be  engrossed   for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
DISPOSITION  OF  CONVICTS. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  move  that  the  Senate 
now  proceeil  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  172. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  (S.  No.  172)  concerning  the  disposition 
of  convicts  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales,  for 
the  subsisting  of  persons  confined  in  jails  charged 
with  violating  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  diminishing  the  expenses  in  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  have  reported  a  substitute  for  the  bill; 
and  unless  some  Senator  desires  it,  I  will  ask  that 
the  Secretary  read  the  substitute  only. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  ob- 
jection that  course  will  be  pursued. 

The  Secretary  read  the  ameiidmnnt  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  strike 
out  all  of  Uie  original  bill  after  ihe  enacting  clause. 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thi'reof: 

That  nit  poruoiu  who  liovu  boon,  or  who  may  hufoiitiur 


be.  convicted  of  cg^iiie  by  any  court  of  tlie  Uiiitrd  States — 
not  military — the  punislimeul  vvhejieof  kIuiII  be  iiiiprison- 
nii  ill,  ill  a  (lisnict  or  Teriiluiy  wliere,  hi  ilio  time  of  5.ucli 
conviction,  tliere  limy  Wl^io  peiiilentiiiry  iir  oUier  prison 
suUal)let(>rlli<-eonfineiii«ii(  dfconviinsofilie  Uiiiled  siiaies, 
and  av.iilnhie  llicreior,  sliall  lie  confined  during  llie  term 
for  wliicli  liic-y  liavi:  lieeii  ot  may  be  suntenced,  in  some 
siiiialile  pri.-on  in  a  convenient  Stale  or  Territory  lo  l>e 
desimiatid  by  llie  Secretary  of  llie  Interior,  and  sliall  be 
tran^pl)l■tf■d  anil  delivered  to  the  warden  or  keeper  of  tlic 
prison  liy  tlie  inatslial  of  the  district  or  Territory  Where  such 
conviction  sh;i]l  have  occurred,  or  if  sueli  conviction  be 
liad  in  tiie  ni>lrict  ol  ('oluinliia.  llieii  and  in  sueli  ease  ihe 
transportation  and  delivery  shall  be  by  llie  warden  of  the 
jail  of  said  District ;  the  reasonable  aelual  expense  of  Irans- 
poitation,  necessary  sul>sistence  and  hire,  and  transporta- 
tion of  guards  and  llie  marshal  or  tlie  warden  of  tlie  jail  in 
the  Di.-trict  of  (Joliiiiibia,  only,  to  be  paid  by  tlie  Seeieiary 
of  tlio  Interior,  out  oi'  thi;  judiciary  fund  :  Proridi-I.  'J'hai 
if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  Ihe  ex[)"nspof  trans- 
portatiiMi  from  any  State,  Territory,  or  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, in  which  there  is  no  p(!nilenliary,  will  exceed  the 
cost  of  maintaining  them  in  jail  in  tin?  State,  Territory,  or 
District  of  (Columbia  during  tiie  period  of  (heir  sentencej 
then  it  shall  be  lawful  so  to  coiifino  them  therein  lor  lUc 
period  desifjnated  in  their  senti'iioe. 

Sec.  2.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted,  Thot  it  shall  Jic  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  contract  witli.thu 
manaijers  or  proper  authorities  having  tlic  control  of  such 
prison  or  prisons,  for  the  iinpei^oiiment,  subsistence,  and 
proper  cinployinont  of  all  such  prisoners,  and  to  i,'ivc  the 
court  having  jurisdiction  of  sucli  olVenses  in  said  District 
notice  of  ihe  prison  where  such  persons  will  be,  conlined  if 
convicted. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  hereafter  there 
sliall  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  Secrc^tary  of  the  Interior, 
for  the  subsisKMice  of  prisoners  in  the  custody  of  any  mar- 
shal of  the  United  States  and  the  warden  of  the  jail  in  tlie 
District  of  Columbia,  such  sum  only  as  it  shall  reasonably 
and  actually  cost  to  subsist  them.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Interior  to  prescribe  such  iiiles  and 
rejiulations  for  the  government  of  thti  marshals  and  the 
warden  of  the  jail  in  tlie  District  of  Columbia,  in  rclatioa. 
to  tlieir  duties  undtr  this  act,  as  will  enable  him  to  determ- 
ine the  actual  and  reasonable  expense  incurred. 

Sec.  4.  ^ml  be  U further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  tlie  duty 
of  the  warden  of  the  jail  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  when- 
ever any  pers(Mi  confined  in  said  jail  shall  be  adjudged  to 
sufTer  death,  to  carry  such  juilgmont  into  execution;  but 
notliinf»  in  this  act  nor  "An  acito  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  warden  of  the  jail  in  the  District  of  Coliinibia," 
approved  February  29,  1864,  shall  be  construed  to  impair 
or  interfere  with  the  authority  of  the  marshal  of  said  Dis- 
trict to  conrmit  per.sons  to  said  jail,  or  to  produc<'  lliem  in 
open  court  or  before  any  judicial  officer  wlien  thereto  re- 
quired. And  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  vvardiMi  of  said  jail 
to  receive  such  prisoners,  and  to  deliver  them  (o  said  mar- 
shal or  his  duly  authorized  deputy,  on  the  written  request 
of  either,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  thein  before  any  court 
or  judicial  officer  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  office  of  ward- 
en of  the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall, 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be  suspended,  and 
the  salary  and  einoiuinenls  thereof  abcdishcd,  during  the 
time  in  which  there  shall  be  no  penitentiary  used  in  said 
District. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  In  the  fourth  line  of  the 
fifth  section,  1  think  the  word  "abolished" 
should  be  "  cease;"  so  thatit  will  read,  "  and  the 
salary  and  emoluments  thereof  cease, "  &c. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to;  and  the  amendment  of  the  committee,  as 
amended,  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fir  a  third  reading, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

«ANK  OP  PROVOST  MARSHAL  GENERAL. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  I  move  to  suspend 
all  prior  orders  and  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  .301)  to  amend  an 
act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces, 
so  as  to  increase  the  r^k,  pay,  and  emoluments 
of  the  Provost  Marshal  General.  It  is  a  bill  that 
was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
referred  there  to  the  Coijimittee  on  Military  Al- 
fairs,  rijported  upon  favorably,  and  passed  with- 
out any  opposition.  It  was  then  ref  rred  to  the 
Committee  on  MHitary  Affairso/ the  Sfenale,aiid 
has  been  reporied  back  with  a  reconinieii(lation 
that  it  pass,  and  it  has  been  on  the  file  for  some 
two  months.  The  object  of  the  bill  is  stated  in 
its  title. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  liill.  It  provides  that  the  rank,  pay, and 
etnohinieiits  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General,  au- 
thorized by  si'Ction  five  of  the  enrollmuntuct,  shall 
be  thosi!  of  a  brigailier  generak 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  The  importance  of 
this  bill  I  will  state  in  a  single  word.  Colonel 
Fry  has  the  eomniand  of  some  thirty  colonels  of 
equal  rank  with  himsell';  he  has  had  the  coin- 
nuind  ai  dill'erent  tiiiiis  of  more  than  forty  thou- 
sand men;  and  yet  he  still  has  only  the  rank  and 
pay  of  a  culoii^I.     H*i  ie  the  senior  ot&cer  of  \\ia 
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corp«,  instead  of  ranking  them  by  ati  increased 
grade:  The  Military  Cumrnittees  of  the  House 
of  Re()resentativesaiid  of  the  Senate  bad  no  doubt 
about  tlie  propriety  of  it,  and  t  hope  it  wiU  l>e 
passed. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  under-' 
Btand  a  little  more  about  this  bit!.'  Is  ita  special 
act  to  make  the  Provost  Marshal  General  a  brig- 
adier general  ? 

Mr.  CONNESS.  It  is  to  make  the  office  of 
Provost  Marshal  Ginieral  of  that  rank. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Let  it  be  read  again. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  I  think  I  can  satisfy 
the  Senator  from  Maine  in  a  moment.  Under  the 
enrollment  act  a  Provost  Marshal  General  was 
authorized  to  be  appointed  with  the  rank  of 
colonel.  This  bill  proposes  to  give  him  the  rank 
of  brigadier  general,  but  he  will  not  be  a  general 
until  after  confirmation.  It  does  not  author- 
,»ze 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  is  a  simple  provision 
of  law  passed  specially  to  make  a  particular  offi- 
cer a  brigadier  general.  If  there  is  any  necessity 
for  it,  very  well;  but  if  the  officer  holding  that 
rank  ought  to  be  a  brigadier,  it  is  competent  for 
the  Executive,  when  there  is  a  vacancy,  to  appoint 
a  brigadier. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  The  Senator  wholly 
misconceives  the  bill.  It  is  not  an  act  to  make 
Colonel  Pry  a  brigadier  general. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  But  to  make  the  person 
holding  the  office  a  brigadier. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.     Certainly. 
■    Mr.  FESSENDEN.     There  are  half  a  dozen 
things  they  can  do.     They  can  appoint  a  briga- 
dier general  the  Provost  Marshal  General. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  They  cannot  under 
the  law.  That  is  the  very  difficulty.  The  law 
requiies  that  the  Provost  Marshal  General  shall 
be  a  colonel.  We  propose  to  make  him  a  brig- 
adier, because  there  are  a  good  many  colonels  un- 
der him.  It  is  thought  proper  by  the  War  De- 
partment and  everybody  else  that  the  head  of  the 
corps  should  be  a  brigadier  general,  so  as  to  com- 
mand others. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  think  very  highly  of  the 
present  Provost  Marshal  General,  and  I  have  no 
objection  to  his  being  made  a  brigadier  general  in 
the  regular  way ;  but  this  contrivance  for  adding 
one  to  the  list  of  brigadiers,  sini|ily  on  the  idea 
that  he  is  commanding  officers  of  equal  rank  with 
^himself,  amounts  to  just  nothing,  it  is  always 
so  in  the  case  of  a  bureau  officer;  it  is  the  case  in 
the  Navy  every  day,  where  an  officer  at  the  head 
of  a  bureau  is  commanding  men  of  the  same  par- 
ticular stripe  with  himself,  who  are  his  superiors 
in  point  of  age.  There  is  no  difficulty;  they 
merely  obey  orders  issuing  from  the  office  of  the 
Provost  Marshal  General. 

Mr  GRIMES.     It  is  so  in  the  Army  too. 

Mr:  FES.SENDEN.  Every  day  in  the  Army 
it  is  so.  We  have  given  the  President  the  power 
to  appoint  any  person  that  he  sees  fit  to  appoint 
to  command  an  army,  or  to  command  a  corps,  and 
those  who  are  senior  to  himself  in  point  of  rank 
may  be  commanded  by  him  in  that  way.  ,We 
have  made  a  s[iecial  provision  for  that  purpose, 
and  it  is  every  day 's  praciice.  Why  cannot  it  as 
well  be  done  by  a  bureau  officer  who  equals  in 
rank  others  who  happen  to  be  in  the  same  branch 
of  service  as  by  an  officer  in  the  field  who  holds 
"the  rank  of  major  general  commanding  men  who 
are  his  superiors.''  What  is  the  difficulty  about 
it.'  He  has  been  acting  for  a  year  in  that  office. 
Has  there-,  been  any  difficulty.'  Has  there  been 
any  disobedience  of  orders  or  any  trouble  of  that 
description.' 

I  am  not  convinced  by  the  arguments  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana.  If  it  is  put  upon  the 
ground  tliat  Colonel  Fry  himself,  from  his  mer- 
its, ought  to  be  a  brigadier  general,  it  would  be 
a  differentquestion.  It  is  competent  for  the  Pres- 
ident to  appoint  him  a  brigadier;  bu*  to  add  one 
to  the  list  of  brigadiers,  under  what  seems  to  be 
a  mere  frivolous  objection,  when  the  rule  sug- 
gested is  disregarded  in  the  Army  every  day,  and 
disregarded  by  the  law  we  have  ourselves  fiassed 
for  the  regulation  of  the  Army,  seems  to  me  to 
be  strange. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  seems  to  liave  overlooked  en- 
tirely the  main  point  on  which  I  put  this  promo- 
tion, and  that  is  the  naiure  and  importance  of  the 
dtuies  to  be  discharged.    At  one  lime  lust  full 


Colonel  Pry  had  command  of  forty-seven  thou- 
sand troops — more  than  an  Army  corps. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Was  he  not  all  the  time 
sitting  in  his  office  issuing  directions  to  A ,  B,  C, 
and  D,  scattered  all  over  the  country  in  little 
squads  or  large  squads,  and  under  the  command 
of  men?  I  suppose  the  object  was,  was  it  not,  to 
carry  out  the  law  for  conscription.' 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  I  think  the  nature  of 
the  duties  discharged  by  ColoiK-l  Fry  and  the  effi- 
cient manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  them 
call  for  a  measure  of  this  kind.  There  was  a  time 
when  he  was  chii^f  of  staff  in  the  field  and  dis- 
charged his  duties  with  distinguished  ainlity;  he 
was  complimented  by  commanding  pfficers  for 
service  in  the  field, and  in  my  opinion  there  is  tio 
better  officer  in  the  service.  I  have  no  personal 
interest  in  the  matter,  but  we  supposed  that  the 
public  interest  would  be  promoted  by  making  him 
a  l)i'igadier  general. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  a  matter,  i.n  my 
judgment,  to  be  discussed  in  executive  session. 
The  argument  now  is  what  I  supposed  it  must 
come  to:  it  is  nothing  in  the  world  but  an  act 
brought  in  here  to  make  a  particular  person  a 
brigadier  general  because  he  is  in  a  particular  sit- 
uation. That,  in  my  judgment,  is  entirely  im- 
proper. As  1  said  before,  if  it  is  desirable  that  Col- 
onel Fry  should  hold  this  office,  let  the  President 
send  his  natne  to  us  as  a  brigadier  general  and 
then  we  can  consider  it. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  The  Senator  will  par- 
don me  for  suggesting  that  under  the  conscription 
law  the  President  has  no  right  to  send  him  here 
for  confirmation  as  a  brigadier  general.  Thelaw 
provides  that  the  Provost  Marshal  General  shall 
be  a  colonel. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  But  he  can  select  him 
and  make  him  a  general,  and  then  the  War  De- 
partment can  assign  him  to  this  particular  duty. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  Not  under  the  con- 
scription law,  for  under  that  law  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal General  must  be  a  colonel,  and  cannot  be 
anything  else.  The  Senator  says  this  matter 
ought  to  be  discussed  in  executive  session.  It 
never  can  be  discussed  in  executive  session  until 
you  pass  a  law  authorizing  a  brigadier  general  to 
fill  this  place, and  then  a  nomination  will  be  sent 
to  us  in  executive  session. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  said  his  fitness  for  a 
bi  Lgadiership  should  be  discussed  in  executive 
session 

Mr.  JOPINSON.  If  the  fact  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  creates  some  difficulty  in 
the  appointment  by  the  President,  because  under 
the  law  as  it  stands  noljody  can  be  Provost  Mar- 
shal General  who  holds  a  rank  higher  than  that 
of  colonel,  it  is  easy  to  avoid  that  by  changing 
the  law  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  LANE, of  Indiana.  That  is  precisely  what 
the  bill  does.  It  provides  that  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal General  may  be  a  brigadier  instead  of  a 
colonel. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  But  it  makes  him  a  briga- 
dier,  does  it  not? 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.^TOtJNSON.     I  thought  it  did. 

The  VICE  PRESI  DENT.  The  morning  hour 
having  expired,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  call  up  tiie  unfinished  business  of  Saturday. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  I  ask  that  the  Senate 
may  give  lime  to  take  a  vote  on  this  bill,  which 
has  been  lyiiiK  here  for  two  or  three  months. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  ob- 
jection, I  he  Chair  will  pass  over  the  special  order. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  certainly  must  make 
discussion,  for  it  cannot  go  through  without  de- 
liberation, at  the  very  end  of  the  morning  hour. 
It  involves  the  question  of  raising  the  grade  of  an 
officer  and  adding  one  to  the  number  of  brigadier 
generals  which  we  have  fixed  upon.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion that  ought  to  he  deliberately  considered  by 
the  Senate.  1  therefore  cannot  give  way  to  this 
bill,  which  must  necessarily  make  discussion  be- 
fore it  is  acted  upon.  As  I  said  before,  I  should 
be  very  unwilling  here  or  any  where  else  to  say  a 
word  that  was  in  derogation  of  the  standing  and 
ability  of  Colonel  Fry,  and  I  disclaim  anything 
of  that  sort;  but  the  measure  itself,  in  my  judg- 
ment, in  the  way  it  is  brought  up  is  improper, 

LEGISL.\TIVE,   ETC.,  Al'I'llOPRIATION  CtLL. 
The  VICE   PRESIDENT'.     The    unfinished 
business  of  Saturday  is  the  bill(H.  R.  No.  1D2) 


making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  exec- 
utive, aiid  judicial  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  year  ending  30th  of  June,  1865,  which  is 
now  before  t\\e  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Before  the  Senate  proceeds 
with  the  consideration  of  that  bill,  1  wish  to  make 
an  appeal  to  the  Senator  from  Maine,  and  beg  him 
to  understand — I  see  that  he  has  come  prepared 
with  his  paper.s — that  I  should  not  make  the  ap- 
peal unless  under  a  sense  of  duty.  There  isabill 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  rep(>rting  from  a  com- 
mittee of  tliis  body  as  long  ago  as  February  29, 
of  this  year;  it  has  been  twice  made  a  special  or- 
der, but  has  been  set  aside  by  other  business.  It 
is  the  bill  to  repeal  all  acts  for  the  rendition  of 
fugitives  from  service  or  labor. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  will  make  a  great 
deal  of  debate. 

JN/Ir.  SUMNER.  Allow  me  to  make  my  state- 
ment. The  Senator  says  it  will  make  a  great  deal 
of  debate,  i  doubt  if  it  will.  I  think  the  topic 
has  already  been  amply  discussed  in  connection 
with  other  matters  during  this  session.  I  have 
several  times  yielded  to  an  amiable  pressure  from 
difi'enmt  quarters,  reluctantly,  always  against  my 
own  sense  of  duty,  but  from  my  desire  to  oblige 
my  associates  in  this  body.  One  appropriation 
bill  has  been  interposed  on  the  motion  of  the 
,.Senator  from  Maine,  which  has  taken  up  several 
days.  Now,  I  submit,  the  time  has  come  when 
this  bill  ought  to  be  considered.  Let  us  give  one 
day  to  it  at  least.  I  make  the  suggestion  with 
reluctance  to  the  Senator,  because  I  see  that  he 
has  come  prepared  to  go  on  with  his  bill,  and  I 
do  respect  so  much  the  order  of  business  and  the 
preparations  which  Senators  may  have  made  to 
do  their  part  in  the  order  of  business,  that  I  should 
not  make  this  suggestion  except  under  a  sense  of 
duty.  I  am  for  the  appropriation  bill.  The  Sen- 
ator knows  that  I  am  always  in  my  seat  to  sus- 
tain all  his  motions  with  regard  to  appropriation 
bills;  but  this  bill  is  committed  to  my  care,  and  I 
therefore  appeal  to  the  Senator  to  allow  it  to  be 
proceeded  with  to-day.  There  is  in  his  appro- 
priation bill  an  innate  vitality  which  will  carry  it; 
it  cannot  lose  by  delay;  the  public  interests  can-? 
not  suffer  from  delay;  but  1  do  submit  that  the 
public  interest,  the  good  name  of  this  country, 
suffers  by  every  day's  delay  in  the  repeal  of  the 
fugitive  slave  act. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  If  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts had  given  notice  of  his  purpose  to  call  up 
that  bill,  I  should  have  interposed  no  ol>jection, 
but  I  prefer  that  it  should  not  now  be  called  up,a$ 
I  was  not  expecting  it  to  be  called  up  this  morn- 
ing, I  do  not  think  there  is  any  need  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  I  believe  that  it  will  effect  noth- 
ing practically, that  everything  that  can  be  done  in 
that  line  fur  any  practical  purpose  has  already 
been  done  or  is  in  course  of  being  done;  but  the 
honorable  Senator  is  the  best  judge  on  that  point 
himself.  If  he  will  give  notice  that  he  will  call 
it  up  to-morrow,  or  any  subsequent  day,  1  shall 
interpose  no  sort  of  objection. 

Mr,  SUMNER.  I  know  very  well  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  is  not  in  favorof  the  bill. 
He  announced  tijatat  the  beginning.  1  know  that 
he  does  not  regard  itas  calculated  to  do  any  good. 
That  he  announced  in  the  beginning;  therefore  his 
counsels  on  that  subject  are  such  as  (he  will  ex- 
cuse me)  I  cannot  accept.  The  Senator  also  re- 
members that  I  have  more  than  once  at  his  sug- 
gestion allowed  this  question  to  be  postponed: 
therefore  I  now  turn  to  the  Senator  from  Maine, 
and  appeal  to  him  to  allow  this  question  to  be 
proceeded  with,  and  let  us  get  a  vote  on  it  before 
we  separate  to-niiiht. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  leannotconceiveanyothcr 
motive  that  the  Senator  could  have  in  making 
such  an  appeal  to  me  under  such  circumstances, 
except  by  some  way  or  other  to  put  u[)on  me  the 
personal  responsibility  before  thecountry  ofdelay- 
ing  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
fugitive  slave  law.  He  knows  very  well  that  I  have 
giveiMiotice  that  I  should  call  up  thisappropriation 
L)ill.  I  gave  notice  last  week,  and  I  have  repeatr 
ediy  urged  upon  the  Senate  the  necessity  of  act- 
ing on  the  appropriation  bills,  and  warned  them 
of  the  inessme  of  business;  and  now  that  1  am 
before  it,  instead  of  getting  up  and  moving,  as  he 
can  do,  to  substitute  his  bill  and  let  the  Senate 
judge  between  the  two,  he  appeals  to  me  to  with- 
draw my  appropriation  bill  and  let  him  move  to 
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take  up  liis  bill;  the  eircct  of  my  refusal  being,  I 
siippf'se,  that  certain  papers  in  the  country,  wliicii 
the  Senator  very  wvll  undersiands,  will  say,  "  If 
it  hail  not  been  for  Mr.  Fessendbn,  of  Maine,  the 
fujjilive  slave  law  would  liavi;  been  repealed."  If 
the  Senator  wants  to  do  it  let  him  make  his  motion 
to  the  Senate  to  substitute  his  bill,  and  let  the 
Senate  decide  on  it,  «nd  not  appeal  to  me  to  take 
the  responsibility. 

Mr.  HENDIiiCKS.  I  desire  to  say  to  the 
Senator  from  Maine  that  he  need  not  be  con- 
cerned about  that  responsibility,  for  objection 
would  lK(ve  been  made  in  ollu>r  quartei-s.  That 
b^l  ooiild  not  have  been  brought  up  out  of  its  or- 
der this  iiii'min":  except  l>y  a  vote  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  know  that;  and  I  say 
the  Senator  from  Massacliusetis  is  at  liberty,  if  he 
chooses,  ro  move  that  that  bill  be  taken  up,  and  this 
be  laid  aside.  He  knows  perfectly  well,  every- 
body knows,  it  is  said  to  me  all  around,  .that 
there  will  be  deliate  upon  it.  We  all  un-derstand 
that  there  must  be  debate,  and  long  debate,  upon 
it.  The  appeal  to  me,  therefore,  is  entirely  out 
of  place.  If  the  vSenator  desires  to  accomplish 
that  purpose,  let  him  make  his  motion  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  Senate  will  determine,  and  tho  re- 
sponsibilirv  will  not  be  upon  my  shoulders. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  mo- 
tion bcfori'  the  Senate,  and  unless  some  motion 
J8  submitted  the  Secretary  will  proceed  to  read^ 
the  penilinij-  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNERv  The  bill  is  surely  before  the 
Senate 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  is  before 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  And  the  question  is  whether 
it  shall  be  proceeded   with 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  To  rai.se  thatques- 
tion  requires  a  motion,  without  which  this  debate 
is  not  in  order.  If  the  Senator  submits  a  motion 
to  lay  this  bill  aside,  and  take  up  any  other  bill, 
debate  will  be  in  order  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  i  have  already  said  that  I  do 
not  wish  to  submit,  a  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  debate 
is  clearly  not  in  order,  because  there  is  no  question 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to 
lay  aside  a  bill  which  has  been  assigned  by  the 
Senate  for  this  hour. 

Mr.SUMNER.  The  measure,  I  fake  it,  is,  to 
a  certain  extent,  in  the  custody  of  the  Senator 
from  Miiiiio. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Nothing  can  be  done  with 
it  without  a  motion.  I  cannot  lay  it  aside  simply 
because  I  happen  to  represent  the  bill  here.  1 
have  no  power  to  lay  it  aside  when  the  Senate  has 
fixed  IX  time  for  its  consideration.  The  only  mode 
in  which  it  can  be  done  is  by  a  motion.  If  the 
Senator  desires  to  take  up  hisbill  he  should  make 
his  motion  lo  the  Senate.  ■* 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  desire  not  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Senate,  but  simply  to  notify  the  body 
thai  as  soon  as  these  bills  in  charge  of  the  Finance 
Committee  are  disposed  of  I  shall  move  to  take 
up  and  press  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate" 
the  bill  to  prevent  military  interference  with  elec- 
tions. That  bill  has  been  debated  for  some  four 
days,  and  I  think  the  debate  is  nearly  over.  I 
shall  not,  however,  antagonize  it  with  the  bills  of 
the  Finance  Cummittee. 

The  VICE  PRESI  DENT.  TheSecretary  will 
read  the  appropriation  bill  which  is  before  the 
Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  suggest  that  time  may 
be  saved  by  taking  up  the  several  arnendmentsand 
acting  upon  them  as  they  are  reached  in  order,  in- 
stead of  reading  the  whole  bill  through  first  and  then 
going  back  and  reading  each  amendment  sepa- 
rately. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  course  will 
be  pursued,  if  there  be  no  objection.  TheChair 
hears  none. 

The  Secretary  read  the  bill  to  the  end  of  the 
forty-sixth  line. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Before  acting  upon  the 
printed  amendment,  I  wish  to  suggest  a  new  one 
which  will  be  the  first  Hmeiulme'nt  of  the  Com- 
mittee <Mi  Finniice.  Il  is  in  line  forty-foui',  to 
strike  out  "§480'*  and  insert  "!J60()."  The  idea 
is  to  raise  llie  pay  of  those  two  laborers  of  the 
Senate  from  $'\iiO  to  !j>GOO  ti  yi'ar.  The  present 
pay  is  ultogeilier  too  small,  indct^d  in.signific^nt, 
for  the  labor  which  thoy  iinvc  to  do,  and  as  n  mat- 


ter of  justice  the  committee  think  it  ought  to  be 
raised  to  §600  a  year. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Secretary  read  the  first  printed  amendment 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which  was,  in  the 
forty-sixth  and  forty-seventh  lines,  to  strike  out 
"  $79,014"  as  the  aggregate  appropriation  for  the 
officers,  clerks,  messengers,  and  otliers  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Senate  receiving  an  annual  salary,  and 
insert  "$92,244." 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
add  $240  to  that  sum,  in  consequence  of  the 
amendment  we  have  just  made.  I  move,  there- 
fore, to  amend  the  amendment  by  raising  the  sum 
to  be  inserted  from  §92,244  to  §92,484. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  adopted; 
and  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  add  after  line  forty- 
seven,  "ca[)tain  of  the  Capitol  police,  §870;  Cap- 
itol police,  §11,880;  one  |ioliceinan,  §480." 

Tiie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  By  a  mistake  in  printing, 
those  words  come  in  after  the  forty-seventh  line. 
They  shiiLild  cnme  in  after  the  word  "  dollars" 
in  the  forty-fiflh  line. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  transposi- 
tion will  be  made. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate  the  item  in  lines  sixty-four  and  sixty-five, 
"  for  Capitol  police,  §12,275." 

Mr.J^ESSENDEN.  That  is  in  consequence 
of  the  amendment  before  made. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  add  to  the  appro- 
priations for  "public  prill  ting,  "after  line  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine,  "  for  mapping  in  cases  pend- 
ing in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
§5,000." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  the  word 
"  three"  before  "  laborers,"  in  line  one  hundred 
and  sixty-four,  in  the  appropriations  for  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress;  so  as  to  make  the  clause  read: 

For  compensation  of  librarian,  tliree  assistant  librarians, 
messenger,  ami  tlirec  laborers,  $10,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was,  in  the  appropri- 
ations for  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Department  of  State,  inline  two  hundred  and 
eleven,  to  strike  out  "  blank-books,  binding," 
and  in  line  two  hundred  and  twelve  to  strike  out 
"ten"  and  insert  "nine;"  so  as  to  make  those 
lines  read: 

For  stationery,  furniture,  fixtures,  and  repairs,  $'9,000. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Why  is  that.? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  As  the  law  now  stands, 
all  the  printing  and  binding  and  furnishing  of 
blank-books,  and  everything  of  that  sort,  is  un- 
der the  control  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Printing,  aiKl  he  furnishes  blank-books  of  all 
kinds  and  does  all  the  printing  for  the  DeparJ.^ 
ments  which  may  be  necessary — everything  that 
is  needed  in  the  city  of  Washington.  Most  of  the 
bureaus  get  their  blank-books  of  him  and  get 
their  printing  done  at  his  office;  and  that  is  proper 
to  carry  out  the  law;  but  still,  inasmuch  as  they 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  their  accounts 
headed  in  a  particular  way,  they  continue  to  make 
estimates  in  this  particular  form,  and  I  am  told 
that  in  some  of  the  bureaus  those  who  have  control 
undertake  to  get  blank-books  elsev/here,  and  bind- 
ing done  elsewhere,  instead  of  going  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Printing  for  them.  We  have 
proposed  to  strike  out  these  items  entirely  in  every 
case,  and  have  the  thing  done  according  to  law. 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was,  after  the  word 
"  clerks, "in  line  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven, 
to  insert: 

.Siipcrintcndinc  arcliitect  at  a  salary  of.f'SjOOO,  assistant 
arcliiteet  at  a  salary  of  $9,000. 

And  in  line  two  hundred  and  thirty-one,  to 
strike  out  "  seventeen"  and  insert  "  sixteen;"  so 
as  lo  make  the  clause  read: 

For  coinpi'DsatioM  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  two 
Assi.4iaiit  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  cliii^f  clerk,  clerics, 
superintending  Brchitecl  nt  a  salary  of  $.t,000,  assistant 
arcliileoi  at  a  salary  ot  ,•$•3,000,  messengers,  assistant  mes- 
senger, and  laborers,  $110,400. 

Mi^.^GIlNSON.  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  how  he  miikcB  the  whole 


appropriation  there  to  be  less  than  it  was  origin- 
ally.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     There  was  an  error. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  But  the  amendment  provides 
for  a  superintending  architect  and  an  assistant 
architect  at  a  salary  of  §5,000  for  the  two,  and  yet 
reduces  tlie  total  appropriation  §1,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDENt  When  the  estimate  was 
originally  made  it  was  understood  that  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Second  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  to  be  §4,000,  but  in  the  law 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  that  officer  we 
fixed  it  at  §3,000.  That  makes  the  difference  of 
§1,000.  The  provision  as  to  the  architects  adds 
nothing;  it  only  makes  the  matter  more  definite. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  lines  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  and  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight,  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  compensa- 
tion of  the  Second  Comptroller  and  the  employes 
in  his  oflice  from  §112,940  to  §107,140. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation for  compensation.of  the  Second  Aud- 
itor and  the  clerks,  mes.sengers,  and  laborers  in 
his  oflice,  from  §322,540  to  §337,340. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation for  compensation  of  the  Fifth  Aud- 
itor and  the  employes  in  his  office  from  §47,640  to 
§47,840. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  nut  lines  two 
hundred  and  ninety-two  to  two  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-eight, as  follows: 

For  compensation  of  temporary  clerks  In  the  Treasury 
Department,  (Provided,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be,  and  lie  is  hereby,  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  lo 
classify  tlie  clerks  authorized  according  to  the  cliaiactrr  of 
their  services,  or  assign  lo  such  of  them  as  he  sliall  see  lit 
anj^conipensatioii  not  e.xceeding  that  of  clerks  of  the  first 
class,)  $50,000. 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert: 

For  compen.'ation  to  clerks  and  extra  clerk  hire  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  to  be  expended  by  the  Scerelaiy  of 
the  Treasury  according  to  the  necessities  of  the  service, 
$30,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  amendment  was 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  order 
to  meet  a  certain  difficulty  which  arose  in  the 
office  of  the  Treasurer;  but  on  the  whole  it  has 
been  concluded  to  make  another  provision  for 
that,  which  renders  this  change  unnecessary.  I 
will  therefore  suggest  that  the  Senate  disagree  tp 
this  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  What  do  you  substitute  for 
it? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  We  propose  to  substi- 
tute nothing  for  it  here. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  now  propose  to  amend 
the  clause. which  the  Senate  has  refused  to  stiike 
out,  by  reducing  the  appropriation  in  line  two 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  from  §50,000  to  §30,000. 

TJie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance was  to  strike  out  of  the  appropriation  for 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Second  Comptroller's 
office  the  words  "  blank-books,  binding,"  and  to 
reduce  the  amount  appropriated  from  §2,000  to 
§1,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  nextamendment  was  to  strike  out  "  blank- 
books,  binding,"  from  the  item  appropriating  for 
contingent  expenses  of  the  First  Auditor's  office, 
and  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  appropriation 
from  §1,500  to  §1,300. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  required  for  a  large  number  of  temporary 
clerks,"  in  the  following  item  appropriating  for 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Second  Auditor's 
office: 

For  stationery,  otRce  furniture,  and  niisecllaneous  items, 
including  two  of  the  city  newspapers  to  be  filed  and  pre- 
srrved  for  tlie  use  of  the  office,  and  for  additional  olficu 
fiirnitiiri!  and  stationery  n^quired  lor  a  large  number  of 
temporary  clerks   $15,000 

The  amiMulment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  the  clause  appro- 
priating for  contingent  expenses  in  the  Third 
Auditor's  office,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  blank- 
books,  binding,"  and  to  reduce  the  appropriation 
from  §5,000  lo  §4,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  lo. 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1687 


The  next  amendment  i,vas  to  strike  out"  blank- 
books"  from  the  items  of  appi  nprici.tion  for  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  Fiftli  Auclitor'a  office,  and 
to  reduce  tlie  amount  appropriated  from  f2,000'to 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  "  blank- 
books,  binding"  Troni  the  items  of  appropriation 
for  contineent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Aud- 
itor ofthe  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department, 
and  to  reduce  the  amount  appropriated  from  ;J3,600 
to  $2,600. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  wish  to  have  that 
amendment  divided. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Tiie  question  will 
be  put  on  the  first  branch  of  the  amendment, 
striking  out  the  words  "  blank-books,  binding." 

The  first  branch  ofilie  amend  men  t  was as^reed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  wish  the  second  branch 
of  the  amendment  reducing  the  appropriation  to 
$2,600  to  be  disagreed  to. 

The  second  branch  of  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  now  move  to  amend 
the  clause  by  striking  out  "  $600,"  so  as  to  make 
the  appropriation  $3,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  was  to  strike  out  *'  blank-books,  bind- 
ing," from  the  items  of  appropriation  for  contin- 
gent expenses  in  the  office  ofthe  Solicitor  ofthe 
Treasury, and  to  reduce  tlie  amountappropriated 
from  $2,200  to  $2,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment"  was  to  strike  out  the 
words  "blank-books"  and  "binding"  in  the 
clause  appropriating  $1,000  for  contingent  ex- 
penses in  the  office  ofthe  Commissioner  of  Cus- 
toms. 

The  amendment  was  agreed. to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  "  blank- 
books"  from  the  items  of  appropriation  for  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  o-ffice  of  the  Comptroller 
ofthe  Currency,  and  to  reduce  the  amount  ofthe 
appropriation  from  $8,000  to  $6,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  "  blank- 
books,  binding,"  from  the  items  of  appropriation 
for  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  Indian 
Affairs,  and  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from 
$5,000  to  $4,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendmeru  was  to  strike  out  "  blank- 
books,  binding  books"  from  the  items  of  contin- 
gent expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  and  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from 
$15,000  to  $12,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  "  blank- 
books"  from  the  items  of  contingent  expenses 
appropriatrd  for  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  five  hundred 
and  two  to  strike  out  "  four"  and  insert  "  five," 
so  as  to  read,  "  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1865." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  compensation  of  the  clerks 
and  messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral from  $92,120  to  $223,920. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation for  comjiensation  of  the  clerks,  mes- 
sengeis,  &c.,  in  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster 
General  from  $181,560  to  $390,160. 

The  amer)dment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation for  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  General 
from  $109,480  to  $255,200. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation for  compensation  of  the  clerks,  mes- 
senger, and  laborers  in  the  office  ofthe  Commis- 
sary General  from  $35,640  to  $85,640. 

I'lie  amendment  wiis  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  compensation  of  the  clerks, 
messeng(,'rs,  and  laborers  in  the  Chief  Engineer's 
office  from  $25,680  to  $28,880. 

The  nmenilment  was  agreed  to. 


The  next  nmcndmeiit  was  to  increase  the  ap- 
propiiiitioii  fi)i-  c<)m|)en.saiion  of  the  t'li-rks  and 
messei;u"er  in  the  oifii't'  uf  ttie  Colonel  of  Oidnunce 
from  $47,040  to  $172,040. 

The  aiUendmeJJl  waa  agreed  to. 

Tlie  next  amcndmt;nt  was  to  .strike  out  "  bhmk- 
books"  from  tlie  items  of  contingent  expenses 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  re- 
duce the  appropriation  for  those  purposes  from 
$20,000  to  $15,000. 

Mr.  FESaENDEN.  1  desire  to  have  the  ques- 
tion taken  separately  on  the  two  j)oriion8  of  that 
amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  first 
question  will  be  on  strikifg  out  the  words"  blank- 
books"  ill  line  five  liuKdn  d  and  furiy. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  Tliose  words  may  be 
stricken  out. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
will  be  on  striking  out  "  twenty"  and  inserting 
"  fitteen"  in  line  five  hundred  and  forty-one,  so 
as  to  make  the  apfiropriation  $15,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  have  become  satisfied 
on  inquiry  that  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  reduce 
that  sum.  I  hope  therefore  it  will  be  left  as  it 
is,  and  that  the  Senate  will  not  agree  to  the 
amendment  reported  from  tlie  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out"  blank- 
books"  and  "binding"  from  the  items  of  con- 
tingent expenses  appropriated  for  in  the  Adjutant 
General's  office,  and  to  increase  the  appropriation 
from  $10,000  to  $15,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strikeout  "  blank- 
bopks"and  "  binding"  in  the  items  of  contingent 
expenses  in  the  duartermuster  General's  office. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  nextamendment  was  to  strikeout"  blank- 
books"  and  "binding"  in  the  contingent  items 
appropriated  for  in  the  Paymaster  General's 
office. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  five  hundred 
and  fifty-three  to  strike  out  "  blank-books"  and 
"and  binding,  including,  "and  in  line  five  hundred 
andfifty-four  to  insert"  and  miscellaneous  items," 
so  as  to  make  the  clause  read:  i- 

Office  ofthe  Commissary  General: 

For  stationery,  rent  of  oliice,  and  hire  of  watchmen,  and 
misceMuneous  items,  $15,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  "  blank- 
books"  and  "  binding"  from  the  items  of  appro- 
priation for  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of 
the  Chief  Engineer. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  nextamendment  was  to  strike  out  "  blank- 
books"  and  "  binding"  from  the  items  of  appro- 
priation for  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of 
the  Surgeon  General. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendmentwas  so  to  modify  the  fol- 
lowing clause: 

Office  ofthe  Colonel  of  Ordnance  : 

For  blank-books,  stationery,  binding,  and  miaccllaneuus 
items,  including  f  1,000  for  library,  ^11,000. 

As  to  make  it  read: 
Office  ofthe  Colonel  of  Ordnance: 
For  stationery  and  miscellaneous  items,  $7,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  "  bank- 
books, binding,"  from  the  items  of  contingent 
expenses  appropriated  for  in  the  oflice  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  nextamendment  was  to  strikeout "  books" 
in  the  clause  appropriating  for  contingent  items 
of  expenditure  in  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  nextamendment  was  to  strikeout"  books" 
from  the  items  of  ajipropriation  for  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  llecruit- 
i"g- 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  "blank- 
books"  from  the  items  of  contingent  expensesap-" 
pro()riated  for  in  thi-  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  next  nrn'^ndment  was  to  strike  "  Mnnk- 
Ijooks,  binding,"  iVnni  the  com iiiiri'dt  itmi.s  <tp- 
|iriipiinied  t'or  iii  the  Bureau  of  Cmistructiun  aiid 
ll-p.i,s. 

'I'lie  amendment  was  ngreed  to. 

The  next  annndment  was  to  strike  "blank- 
books,  binding,"  from  the  coniingi'iii  iiims  ap- 
propriated forin  the  Bur(!au  ofSteani  Engineering, 

^'he  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  "blank- 
books"  from  the  items  f)f  contingent  expenses 
appropriated  forin  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and 
Clothing. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  ami'ndment  was  to  strike  out  "  blank- 
books"  from  the  conlingi-nt  iums  ap|ir"priated 
for  in. the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  anniendment  was  to  .strike  out  the 
words  "  blank-book-s,  binding, and"  before  "  sta- 
tionery" in  the  items  of  appri>priatioii  tor  contin- 
gent expenses  ofthe  Po.st  Office  Department. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSEiNDEN.  1  disire  to  move  another 
amendment  to  tlial  clause  in  order  lo  make  it  a 
little  more  definite.  In  line  six  hundred  and  sev- 
enty, after  the  word  "  ineluduig,"  I  move  to  in- 
sert the  words  "fuel  for;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

For  stath)iiery,  fuel  for  the  General  Post  Olficc  building, 
iiietliiliii^'  luellur  ll4e  Auditor's  ollice,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agrei  d  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing items: 
»    Dipartnieiit  of  Agriculture: 

For  eonipensation  ol'  Com niissioner  of  Agrieuiiiire,  chief 
clerk,  botiuii.-t,  enluaKilogi^t,  and  clr  nupl,  .ifl J,UUi.l. 

For  conipcnsaiion  of  clerks,  diauj^iuanian,  a.^slstant 
chemist,  translator,  niessiniger.-,  and  laborers,  $^9,0110. 

l''or  contiiigKiioies,  viz:  lor  stationery,  wood,  coal,  gas, 
and  miscellaneous  items,  $3,ollJ. 

for  collecting  agricultural  statistics,  $33,000. 

For  tin;  paMueni  of  articles  luniislied  lor  the  ugricultttral 
report  for  1861,  $3,393. 

For  the  purchase  of  library,  $1,000. 

For  purchase  of  laboratory,  .■»t'5,UU0. 

For  purchase  and  distribution  of  new  and  valuable  seeds, 

^iz : 

For  purchase  of  cereal,  vegetable,  und  ilower  seeds, 
$30,000. 

For  seed  room  : 

For  compensaiion  of  superintendent  and  clerks,  $5,000. 

For  seed-bags  and  bagging,  and  dialribution  of  i>ueds, 
$i>4,0U0. 

For  contingencies  of  seed-room,  viz:  For  coal,  gum, 
packiiig  paper,  anil  uiiscellaijeous  items,  $3,OoO. 

For  piopagalinggard<;n  : 

For  propagation  and  distribution  of  valuable  plants,  cut- 
tings, and  slirubs,  viz:  For  labor,  repairs  of  old  propaga-  ^ 
ting  house,  new  propagating  house,  rebiuldin<i  siiop,  und 
'lor  purchase  of  trees,  outliiigs,  vines, and  bulbs. .•jiu,ajj: 
Prouidcd,  That  such  trees,  cuitmgs,  vines,  ami  buibs,  so 
purchased  or  which  sinill  be  prupagruecl,  shall  be  suca  as 
are  adapted  lo  general  cultivation  and  co  promote  tlie  gen- 
eral interi'sts  of  horticulture  and  agricuilure  througliout 
the  United  Statiis. 

For  (experimental  garden  on  reservation  nnmbertwo,  viz; 

For  salary  of  ibreinan  and  laborers,  $3,U0J. 

For  keep  of  ahorse,  stable,  and  necessary  buildings,  and 
for  seeds,  manure,  tools,  and  miscellaneous  iti'ins,  .si,bO0. 

For  Inrmtiiie  for  the  Department,  viz :  carpels,  desks, 
and  stoves,  $'8UU. 

And  in  lieu  of  them  to  insert: 

nepartment  of  Agriculture : 

For  compensaiion  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture, 
chief  clerk,  one  clerk  of  the  fourth  class,  two  clerks  of  the 
third  class,  four  clerks  o,  th«  second  class,  five  clerks  of 
the  first  class,  a  chemist  at  an  annual  salaryof  $d,OUO,  an 
assistant  chemist  at  an  annual  salaryof  ^1,4J0,  a  draughts- 
man at  an  annual  salary  oi  jgl.tJOo,  a  translator  at  an  an- 
nual salary  iil  oij,l,2d0,  two  messengers  at  an  annual  salary 
of  $600  each,  and  two  laborers  at  an  annual  salary  of  $4tJ0 
each,  $29,80U. 

For  contingencies,  viz  :  for  stationery,  wood, coal,  gas, 
and  miscellaneous  items,  $3,500. 

For  collecting  agricultural  statistics,  $15,000. 

For  furniture,  viz:  carpels,  desks,  and  sioves,  $500. 

Forthe  paymeniof  articles  turn  lahud  liai'  the  Bgrieultural 
report  for  i861,  $3,393. 

For  the  purchase  of  laboratrtry,  $5,000. 

For  the  purchase  and  distribution  ul'  uevf  and  Tnluabl« 
seeds,  $JO,UOO. 

For  labor  in  putting  up  seeds,  seed-bags  and  bagglna, 
$12,500. 

For  contingencies  of  seed  room,  viz  :  coal,  guio,pack-  . 
ing  paper,  and  miscellaneous  items,  $d,OUO. 

Forlaborin  propagating  garden,  $5,000. 

For  repairs  of  old  propagaiing  house,  $500. 

For  purchase  of  trees,  cuuings,  &e.,  $:J,000. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  on 
the  ameiidinent  I  prt)|Hise  to  amend  the  portion 
ofthe  hill  proposed  to  be  stricken  out. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     That  is  in  order. 

Mr.  StlERMAN.  'I'lie  Commiitee  on  Agri- 
culture took  this  appropriation  under  consideia- 
lion.and  instructed  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [iNdr. 
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Haulan,]  who  is  not  now  in  his  scaf,  to  move 
an  aiin-ndmcnt  to  the  part  of  the  bill  which  tiic 
Committee  on  Finance  propose  to  strike  out. 
The  Senator  from  Iowa,  I  understand,  has  been 
called  home,  or  has  gone  liome  at  least,  and  I  have 
not  the  formal  amendment  before  me,  but  I  have 
a  copy  of  it,  I  believe,  as  near  as  we  can  make 
it  out.  I  will  follow  the  instructions  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture  by  offering  this  as  an 
amendment  to  the  part  proposed  to  be  stricken 
out.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Maine  will  be 
gntisfiod  with  the  amendment  I  offer  and  will 
abniidoii  his.     I  will  remark 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  state  to  the  Sen- 
ator in  advance,, that  it  is  not  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Maine,  it  is  the  amendment  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Very  well.  I  will  state 
that  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  took  up  this 
question  and  examined  it  thoroughly.  They 
have  ado|iled  several  of  the  suggestions  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  but  leave  the  amount  very 
nearly  as  it  is  in  the  House  bill.  We  reduce  the 
amount,  I  believe,  about  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
dollars  in  the  aggregate,  but  have  adopted  the 
description  and  clat^sification  of  officers  very  mucli 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  How  much  is  the  whole 
amount  appropriated  in  the  House  bill.' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  whole  amount  in  the 
Hou.se  bill  is,  I  think,  $156,000  or  $157,000. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  appears  to  be  an  amend- 
ment to  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  rather  than  to  those  to  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  We  took,  up'the  bilUs  it 
came  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  amendment  in 
that  form:  to  move  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
House  bill  as  relates  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture after  the  words  "  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture," and  insert  what  I  send  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  have  it 
read. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  Senator  will  watch 
the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
while  this  amendment  is  being  read,  he  will  see 
the  variation. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  The  Senator  pro- 
poses to  amend  the  words  which  the  committee 
report  to  strike  out,  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  "  for,"  and  inserting  the  words  which  will 
now  be  read: 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

Compensation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  chief 
clerlt,  one  clerk  of  llie  fourlh  class,  fourclirks  of  the  third 
class,  four  clerks  of  the  second  class,  s^ix  clerks  of  the  fust 
iClass,  an  entoniologi.st  at  an  annual  salary  of  $2,000,  a  chem- 
ist at  an  annual  salary  of  $2,000,  an  assistant  chemist  at  an 
annual  salaiy  of  $1,400,  a  draughtsman  at  an  annual  sal- 
ary ol  .51,400,  a  translator  at  an  annual  salary  of  $1,200,  two 
m('sseng(!rs  at  an  annual  salary  of  $600  each,  and  two  la 
borers  ai  an  annual  salary  of  $400  each,  $38,000. 

For  conlingcncicis,  viz:  for  .stationery,  wood,  coal,  gas, 
and  miscellaneous  items,  $.'i,500. 

For  colU'Cting  agricultural  statistics  and  information  for 
reports,  $20,000. 

For  furnituri!,  viz  :  carpels,  desks,  and  stoves,  $800. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  library  and  laboratory,  $4,000. 

For  the  purchase  and  distribulion  of  new  and  valuable 
seeds,  and  for  labor  in  putting  up  seeds,  seed-bags,  and  bag- 
ging, $54,000. 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  ofseed  room,  at.an 
annual  .salary  of  .$1,000,  and  two  clerks  of  the  first  class, 
$4,000. 

For  contingencies  of  seed-room,  viz :  coal,  gum,  packing 
paper,  and  miscellaneous  items,  $3,000. 

For  proj)agating  gnr<len: 

For  propagation  and  distribution  of  valuable  plants,  cut- 
tings, and  shrubs,  viz:  for  labor,  repairs  of  old  propagating 
house,  new  propagating  house,  rebuilding  shop,  and  for  pur- 
cliOKC  of  trees,  cuttings,  vines,  and  bulbs,  $10,800:  i'ro- 
vided,  That  such  trees,  cuttings,  vines,  and  bulbs  so  pur- 
chased, or  which  shall  be  propagat(-d,  shall  be  such  as  are 
adapted  to  general  cultivation,  and  to  promote  the  general 
Interests  ofhorliculture  and  agriculture  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted Stales. 

For  experimental  ground  and  reservation  No. 2,  viz: 

For  salary  of  foreman  and  laborers,  $J,000. 

For  keep  of  a  horse,  stable, and  necessary  buildings,  and 
for  seeds,  manure,  tools,  and  miscellaneous  items  $2,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator 
how  much  his  amendment  reduces  the  appro[)ria- 
tion  in  the  original  House  bill? 

Mr. SHERMAN.  1  think  it  is  between  eleven 
and  twelve  thousand  dollars.  The  Senator  from 
Iowa  [Mr.  Harlan]  had  made  a  carefully  pre- 
pared statementabout  it.  My  impression  is  that 
the  reduction  is  about  eleven  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     How  much  will  it  increase 


the  amount  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  About  forty  or  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  I  remember  the  figures 
correctly,  (I  will  not  be  positive  about  it,)  the 
House  of  Representatives  appropriated  $157,000. 
The  Committee  on  Finance  have  appropriated 
about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  if  1  am  cor- 
rect. The  recommendations  of  the  Committee 
on  Agriculture  amount  to  about  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  thousand  dollars.  They  may  vary  a 
little  more  or  less  from  that  amount.  We  exam- 
ined the  subject  very  thoroughly,  and  the  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa  informed  liimself  very  fully  as  to 
the  details  of  this  appropriation;  he  examined  the 
propagating  garden,  and  would  be  prepared  to 
give  quite  a  number  of  details,  which  1  am  not; 
but  he  is  not  here  to  speak  for  hiiTiself. 

Mr.  POWELL.  1  will  state  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  that  the  Committee 
on  Agriculture  considered  this  matter  very  mi- 
iiuuly.  We  had  the  Commissioner  of  Agricul- 
ture and  his  chief  clerk  before  us,  and  they  con- 
sudered  that  this  was  as  low  an  appropriation  as 
they  could  possibly  carry  on  the  establishment 
for  this  year.  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any 
reduction  in  our  estimate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  depends  entirely 
upon  what  Congress  means,  to  do  with  reference 
to  this  Department.  If  they  mean  that  its  ex- 
penditures shall  go  on  increasing  in  the  ratio  of 
about  fifty  per  cent.,  or  perhaps  one  hundred  per 
cent,  every  year,  of  course  they  will  make  these 
appropriations  as  they  are  called  for.  I  should 
like  to  call  back  the  attention  of  Senators  to  the 
slate  of  things  as  it  exists  upon  this  subject. 

Until  the  session  befoie  the  last,  this  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  was  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  we  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  it  on,  purchasing  seeds 
and  cuttings,  &c.,  and  distributing  them,  about 
sixty  thousand  dollars.  It  was  then  proposed 
to  make  this  Department  an  independent  Depart- 
ment. It  was  expressly  argued  and  stated  by  the 
then  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Simmons) 
that  all  that  was  desired  was  to  make  this  Depart- 
ment independent  of  the  Interior  Department;  that 
the  farmers  demanded  it;  that  they  had  a  pride 
about  it;  but  it  was  not  intended  to  increase  the 
expenditure,  but  simply  to  put  it  upon  a  new 
footing  and  make  it  an  independent  concern.  I 
resisted  it,  saying  that  if  that  was  done  the  next 
thing  that  would  be  done  would  be  just  what  we 
have,  a  Committee  on  Agriculture,  and  this  would 
grow  up  into  a  large  and  expensive  establishment. 
But  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
prevailed,  and  they  passed  the  bill. 

The  result  was  that  at  the  very  next  session, 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture  came  in  heie  with  an  estimate  of 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  as 
the  least  that  he  could  get  along  with.  I  called 
the  attention  of  Senators  then  to  what  had  been 
said  before  on  the  subject;  but  like  the  words 
and  explanations  that  arc  used  in  fornning  a  stat- 
ute, they  ignored  all  that;  they  said  that  would 
do  very  well  for  an  argument  to  pass  the  bill,  but 
now  that  the  Department  was  created  we  should 
properly  provide  for  it  and  make  larger  appro- 
priations. Then  we  had  this  proposition  with 
regard  to  an  entomologist  and  a  chemist,  and  I 
do  not  know  how  many  ologies  and  divers  and 
sundry  improvements. of  that  sort  as  absolutely 
necessary  to  make  the  Department  what  it  ought 
to  be.  The  Committee  on  Finance  resisted  it, 
and  finally  succeeded  in  keeping  the  expenditure 
for  the  last  year,  or  in  providing  for  the  expend- 
iture during  the  last  year  of  about  ninety-five 
thousand  dollars, which  was  all  that  both  branches 
thought  to  be  necessary. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  Congress,  however,  the 
Comrnissionor  came  for  a  deficiency  occasion«l 
by  expenditures  which  he  had  made,  all  of  which 
was  not  grunted,  but  a  certain  portion  was,  under 
the  advice  of  the  Commiitee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me  at  that  point,  I  will  state  that  the  Commis- 
sioner after  reading  the  debtite,  finding  that  there 
was  com[)laint  made  against  him  on  account  of 
that  deficiency,  withdrew  it,  1  understand. 

M  r.  FESSENDEN.  Then  the  money  was  not 
(;xj)cndcd. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Not  even  appropriated.    It 


was  put  in  as  an  amendment  by  the  Senate,  and 
not  agreed  to  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Yes,  it  was;  and  it  stands 
now  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Com- 
missioner is  at  liberty  to  avail  himself  of  it  when- 
ever he  chooses. 

Well,  sir,  that  was  thouglit  to  be  liberal,  jump- 
ing up  from  $60,000  to  $95,000;  but  at  this  session 
the  views  of  the  Commissioner  are  still  further 
enlarged,  and  he  calls  for  an  appropriation  of 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand  dol- 
lars. That  is  very  much  more  than  double, 
nearly  treble,  of  what  was  expended  by  this  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  two  or  three  years  ago. 
Senators  will  perceive,  on  reading  this  appropria- 
tion, howextensive  the  views  of  the  Commissioner 
are.  He  now  proposes,  and  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture  are  wiHing  that  he  should  do  it,  to 
take  a  large  piece  of  ground  in  front  of  the  Pies- 
ident's  Hotise  down  toward  the  water,  and  make 
what  is  called  an  exp.erimental  garden.  The  ap- 
propriation in  the  bill  is  simply  for  this  year; 
but  the  Senate  will  perceive  that  the  moment  that 
establishment  is  started  as  an  experiinental  gar- 
den, it  must  necessarily  increase  and  enlarge,  and 
it  will  be  but  a  very  short  time  before  that  will 
cost  us  $50,000  a  year  to  carry  it  on. 

Then  we  have  the  Department  of  Agriculture; 
we  have  the  propagating  garden,  in  front  of  Mis^ 
souri  avenue,  I  think;  and  in  addition  to  that  we 
are  to  have  the  large  reservation  in  front  of  the 
President's  House  as  an  experimental  garden. 
We  are  to  have,  also,  a  chemist — that  is  agreed 
to — and  an  entomologist,  and  divers  and  sundry 
others,  for  this  laige  establishment.  Senatoi^s  can 
perceive  where  it  will  end. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  expenditures  of 
the  Government  and  the  necessity  of  economiz- 
ing. 1  might  ask  whether  this  is  a  lime  to  com- 
mence upon  an  experimental  garden;  whether  it 
is  advisable  for  us  to  begin  these  expenditures 
at  the  present  time.  I  think  the  difficulty  grows 
in  a  very  great  measure  or  is  aggravated  by  the 
fact  that  we  have  a  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
composed  of  exceedingly  intelligent  gentlemen, 
but  from  the  fact  that  they  are  on  the  Committee 
on  Agriculture  they  are  obliged,  I  suppose,  to  con- 
sider it  their  duty  to  act  with  reference  to  that  De- 
partment on  the  largest  possible  scale,  and  to  do 
everything  that  is  required  or  that  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Agriculture  may  suppose  to  be  advis- 
able in  order  to  extend  his  operations. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  on  looking  this 
matter  over,  have  kept  the  appropriations,  I  think, 
within  $100,000.  The  sum  appropriated  in  the 
amendment  of  the  committee  is  just  about  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  They  have  struck  out 
the  experimental  garden.  They  have  kept  the 
chemist  and  the  laboi-alory,  for  the  reason  that 
the  laboratory  was  ordered  last  year  and  the 
cheiTiist  also,  but  the  other  officers  were  not. 
Last  year  Congress  struck  out  the  appropriation 
t'or  the  botanist  and  entomologist;  but  this  year 
they  are  in  the  bill  again.  'I'he  Committee  on 
Agriculture,  I  believe,  do  not  recommend  the  bot- 
anist, but  they  recommend  the  entomologist.  The 
next  year  we  shall  have  the  botanist  undoubt 
edly.  The  same  is  true  with  regard  to  the  clerko 
and  draughtsman. 

The  Senate  will  observe  something  very  singu- 
lar about  this,  and  it  shows  the  expense  at  which 
these  things  are  done.  I  do  not  su]ipose  but  what 
is  all  right,  so  far  as  the  actual  expense  is  con- 
cerned. Here  in  the  estimate  is  $30,000  for  the 
purchase  and  distribution  of  new  and  valuable 
seeds.  It  costs  the  Government  $32,000  simply 
to  distribute  that  $30,000  worth  of  new  and  valu- 
able seeds.  The  salary  of  the  superintendent  of 
seed  room,  and  three  clerks  of  the  first  class,  and 
the  labor  of  putting  up  and  cost  of  seed-bags  and 
contingencies,  amount  to  $32,000.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Commiitee  on  Agriculture  has  re- 
duced that  or  not.  it  may  be  necessary.  It  may 
cost  that. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  We  put  it  at  $24,000. 
■  Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  it  is  a  little  reduced, 
and  the  principal  reduction  is  on  that. 
.  We  have  now  an  old  propagating  house.  We 
are  willing  to  repair  it.  But  it  is  now  proposed 
to  have  a  new  propiigating  house  down  in  the 
propagating  garden  at  an  exjicnse  of  $2,500. 
That  the  Committee  on  Finance  did  not  deem  ne- 
cessary. They  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
enlarge   their  operations.     With   regard  to  the 
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3?cpei-imental  garden,  for  which  only  $5,000  is  put 
iri  this  yepr,  they  struck  that  out  entirely.  They 
did  not  think  it  advisable  to  begin  ah  expendi- 
ture for  an  experimental  garden  on  that  large  res- 
ervation, which  certainly  mustleadin  the  course 
of  a  very  few  years,  if  it  is  to  accomplish  its  pur- 
pose and  is  made  good  for  any  thing,  to  an  expendi- 
ture of  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars;  1  cannot 
tell  exactly  how  much;  but  from  the  extent  of 
^he  grounds  and  the  cost  of  carrying  on  an  es- 
(ablisliment  of  that  sort  Senators  may  judge  for 
themselves.  We  have  increased  somewhat  on 
the  appropriation  of  last  year;  it  is  larger.  We 
piake  some  allowance  for  clerks,  and  it  ought, 
Perhaps,  to  be  somewhat  larger  on  account  of  the 
in-creased  expense,  especially  for  seed-bags  and 
all  those  things  that  are  used  inputting  up  seeds. 
We  reduce  the  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of 
new  seeds  from  §30,000  down  to  $20,000. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  make 
my  fight,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  upon 
His  pVoposition,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  is 
hot  ndy  habit  to  keep  contending  againstanything 
that  1  see  the  Senate  is  bent  upon.  I  only  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  it  to  show  that  all  the 
prophecies  that  were  made  atthe  timetheo(-iginal 
bill  was  passed  with  regard  to  the  increased  ex- 
pense and  the  rapidity  with  which  the  expense 
would  be  increased  have  not  only  been  accom- 

Elishcd  but  far  surpassed,  not  only  in  amount 
ut  in  rapidity.  There  is  not  a  more  striking 
illustration  of  the  effect  of  this  arid  the  effect  of 
locality  than  in  the  operation  upon  the  mind  of 
my  lionorable  friend  from  Ohio,  who  is  for  saving 
and  cutting  down  and  being  careful  of  money  in 
every  other  direction;  but  being  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture  hh  (to  use  a  common 
expression)  goes  the  whole  hog,  arid  is  willing 
to  appropriate  anything  and  eVerylhirig,  even  in 
these  times,  to  begin  experimental  gardens  with- 
out knowing  what  they  are  to  cost,  and  go  on  at 
a  ratio  very  nearly  doubling, from  year  to  year 
in  these  appropriations  for  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  It  does  not  seem  to  strike  him  that 
there  is  any  possibility  of  economizing  here,  but 
ill  his  opinion  it  is  just  the  place  to  increase,  al- 
most without  a  question  being  asked  as  to  what 
the  necessity  may  be. 

iMy  view  is  entirely  different.  I  think  it  is  be- 
yond the  province  of  the  Government  to  carry  on 
these  large  agricultural  operations  in  every  quar- 
ter that  they  undertake.  They  are  making  a  De- 
partment which  will  cost  vastly  more  than  it  will' 
come  to,  and  it  will  result  in  a  great  expenditure 
of  money  without  any  proportionate  profit.  That 
is  my  own  individual  opinion.  It  was  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  except  so  far  as 
the  Committee  on  Finance  was  diluted  (if  I  may 
use  that  expression)  by  the  unfortunate  position 
in  which  my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio  was 
placed  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture. The  Senate  will  decide  the  question  ac- 
cording to  its  own  views  of  propriety.  If  the 
Senate  choose  to  pass  this  appropriation,- 1  shall 
hereafter  consider  that  it  is  my  duty,  if  I  should 
happen  to  be  here,  to  abandon  all  opposition  to 
anything  that  may  be  proposed  in  relation  to  the 
subject  of  agriculture. 

air.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  from  Maine 
seems  to  think  that  this  is  a  very  extravagant  ap- 
propriation, nnd  that,  in  voting  for  it,  I  depart 
from  my  usual  custom,  which  he  commends.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  extravagant.  Years  ago  we 
voted  §60,000 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Two  years  ago. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Well,  two  years  ago,  for 
the  distribution  of  seeds,  before  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  wasestablished;  butin  addition  to 
that  we  pivid  all  the  salaries  of  all  the  officers  out 
of  the  Patent  fund. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  is  mistaken. 
All  the  ftcpenses  werenaid  out  of  that  $60,000. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  the  Senator  is  mis- 
taken. My  recollection  is  that  the  salaries  were 
paid  out  of  the  Patent  fund. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.    Not  a  dollar. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  I  have  any  disposition 
to  extravagance  I  am  very  glad  it  is  in  favor  of  an 
industry  which  is  at  the  foundation  of  all  pros- 
perity. This  Government  expends  $157,000  at 
the  utmost  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture.  1  doubt 
whether  any  appropriation  made  by  us  is  so  ben- 
eficial in  its  results  as  this  appropriation,  small  as 
it  is,  when  compared  with  the  great  appropria- 


tions we  are  called  upon  to  make.  With  this 
small  sum  comparatively,  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment distribute  three  or  four  million  bags 
of  seeds.  Some  of  them  probably  are  of  but  little 
value,  but  many  of  them  are  of  infinite  value.  The 
addition  to  the  wealth  of  this  country  from  the 
disseniination  of  sorghum  seed  alone  is  of  greater 
value  than  all  the  appropriations  that  have  been 
made  for  this  Department. 

I  do  not  know  whether  I  voted  to  establish  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  or  not.  I  have  for- 
gotten whether  I  did  or  not.  Atany  rate,  although 
the  present  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  is  not 
probably  so  learned  a  man  as  many  who  might 
nave  been  selected,  yet  he  certainly  is  very  active, 
and  he  has  been  very  useful  and  very  efficient. 
He  has  been  able  to  gather  around  him  some  very 
intelligent  men  who  are  skilled  in  their  particular 
employments.  It  is  the  general  opinion  of  the 
farfners  of  the  State  of  Ohio — and  I  represent  the 
great  agricultural  State — that  this  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  novv  conducted  usefully  to  them; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  Senators  who  represent 
agricultural  States  will  agree  with  me  tha:t  hiore 
interest  is  felt  in  this  Department  of  the  G6vern- 
ment  by  the  great  body  of  our  people  engaged  in 
farming  than  in  any  other.  We  are  receiving 
more  requests  for  books  and  seeds,  and  they  take 
a  more  intimate  interest  in  the  success  of  this  De- 
partment than  in  any  other. 

This  is  no  reason  why  we  should  vote  an  ex- 
travagant sum  to  sustain  it.  I  am  only  desirous 
to  give  them  what  is  necessary.  The  principal 
difference  between  the4.wo  committees  is  in  two 
items  of  appropriation.  The  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance think  that  $32,000  is  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
chase and  distribution  of  seeds.  The  Committee 
on  Agriculture  have  allowed  $57,000.  Consider- 
ing the  price  of  seeds,  considering  the  increased 
cost  of  paper  and  the  increased  cost  of  all  the  ma- 
terials that  make  up  these  aggregates,  I  think  the 
amount  asked  for  is  comparatively  small.  Fifty- 
fourthousanddollarsappropriatedbyusnowisnot 
equal  to  $30,000  two  or  three  years  ago.  Much  of 
this  cost  consists  in  cotton  and  paJDer  bags  and  im- 
ported seeds.  The  cost  of  imported  seeds  is  fully 
double  what  it  was  two  or  three  years  ago;  and 
the  cost  of  cotton  and  the  other  materials  which 
form  the  chief  aggregate  of  this  expense  Senators 
know  as  well  as  1. 

The  other  item  about  which  the  Senator  com- 
plains is  the  one  for  the  propagating  garden.  The 
United  States  is  the  owner  of  some  twelve  or  four- 
teen acres  between  Fourteenth  and  Twelfth  streets 
which  has  been  used  as  a  corral  for  horses..  For- 
merly, I  believe,  it  was  under  the  charge  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  and  was  very 
handsomely  planted  and  ornamented  with  trees. 
But  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  from  the  neces- 
sity of  the  times,  the  military  turned  their  horses 
and  cattle  into  this  field,  alarge  open  piece  of  land 
of  twelve  or  fourteen  acres.  The  trees  have  all 
been  destroyed,  the  fences  are  partly  broken 
down,  and  by  the  establishment  of  other  corrals 
this  land  is  not  now  needed  for  the  military  ser- 
vice. The  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  desires 
to  appropriate  that  land  for  an  experimental  gar- 
den. It  is  proposed  to  try  experiments  with  the 
various  foreign  seeds  he  receives  in  order  to  as- 
certain their  value  before  they  are  sent  out  from 
the  Department.  He  does  not  contemplate  any 
but  the  plainest  and  simplest  agricultural  opera- 
tions, the  plowing  of  this  field,  the  planting  of 
these  seeds,  and  taking  care  of  the  bulbs,  plants, 
&c.,  which  he  wishes  to  test  before  they  are  dis- 
tributed. It  is  a  clear  piece  of  ground  well  adapt- 
ed to  the  purpose,  level,  and  in  good  condition  for 
agricultural  purposes,  but  unfitted  for  the  original 
purpose  of  a  park.  It  must  be  plowed  up  even 
to  be  replanted.  He  proposes  to  take  that  piece 
of  ground,  plow  it  up,  drain  it,  and  use  it  for  an 
experimental  garden,  for  which  $5,000  is  appro- 
priated. It  seemed  to  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture that  that  was  the  best  disposition  that  could 
be  made  of  it. 

The  Senator  supposes  that  this  will  involve  in 
the  future  a  very  large  expense.  1  do  not  see  how 
it  can.  I  think  the  purpose  of  the  Commissioner 
is  a  correct  one:  to  try  all  these  seeds  by  simple 
experiment  before  they  are  distributed;  to  ascer- 
tain their  value  andsee  whether  they  can  be  prop- 
agated in  our  climate,  and  what  is  their  nature 
and  character. 

It  seems  to  me  this  appropriation  is  so  small  that 


it  ought  not  to  excite  the  opposition  of  anyone, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  passed.  The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, as  we  all  knov/,  have  always  looked 
upon  this  appropriation  for  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment with  great  interest.  A  year  ago  they 
appropriated  what  was  asked.  The  Committee 
on  Finance  reduced  the  amount,  and  the  House 
of  Representatives  acquiesced.  Now,  the  House 
liave  again  appropriated  the  full  amount  asked, 
$157,000.  The  Committee  on  Agriculture,  after 
a  rather  more  patient  examination  than  it  usually 
gives  to  such  matter,  especially  by  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Iowa,  who  went  Oyer  all  these 
things  in  detail,  concluded  that  this  Department 
cannot,  upon  its  presenllegal  basis,  be  carried  on 
for  a  less  sum  than  the  amount  we  have  proposed. 
I  hope,  therefore,  it  will  be  agreed  to  in  the  Senate 
without  further  opposition. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  td 
amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Ohio.'  I  believe  he  moves  it  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  original  bill  instead  of  to  the  ariiend- 
ment  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is. 
Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  I  move  to  strike 
out  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  experi- 
mental garden.  There  certainly  can  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  undertaking  that.  These  seeds  are 
introduced  and  scattered  all  over  the  country. 
What  is  the  use  of  trying  them  here  in  this  par- 
ticular locality?  They  are  tried  by  everybody 
all  around  us. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  asked  that  same  questiori 
of  the  Commissioner,  and  his  answer  was  this: 
sometimes  complaints  are  made  to  him  that  he 
has  distributed  tjad  seeds  or  seeds  not  adapted  to 
the  climate  of  tWs  country;  the  imported  Euro- 
pean seeds  are  sometimes  upon  trial  not  found 
good;  and  he  thought  it  was  but  right  and  fair 
that  these  seeds  should  be  tried. 

There  is  another  reason,  I  will  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator: many  bulbs  are  sent  here  which  may  or 
may  not  be  adapted  to  our  climate,  and  the  Com- 
missioner wishes  to  try  those.  The  same  is  true  of 
grape-cuttings.  Many  grape-cuttings  are  of  value 
here  while  they  may  be  of  no  value  in  other  plnces, 
and  he  wishes  to  try  them  and  test  their  value. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  will  test  them  only 
as  regards  this  particular  section  of  the  country. 
If  these  seeds  are  to  be  imported  and  distributed 
all  over  the  country,  and  their  applicability  or 
rather  propriety  for  the  different  climates  of  the 
different  sections  of  the  country  is  to  be  tried — if 
that  is  the  object  of  the  experiments  for  which 
this  agricultural  garden  is  to  be  used,  that  will  not 
prove  how  those  seeds  will  do  in  Maine  or  in  Cal- 
ifornia. It  is  necessarily  limited  in  its  operation 
to  the  climate  of  this  particular  place.  The  Sen- 
ate will  perceive  from  what  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
has  now  said,  that  these  trials  are  to  be  made  with 
reference  to  distribution  all  over  the  country, 
and  with  the  great  variety  of  seeds  that  are  to  be 
used,  that  the  idea  of  getting  along  with  $5,000 
in  that  piece  of  ground  is  merely  idle.  He  can  do 
nothing  with  that  sum  there  for  that  purpose.  Any 
one  with  half  an  eye,  it  strikes  me,  can  see  that. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  words  pro- 
posed to  be  stricken  out  will  be  read. 
The  Secretary  read  them,  as  follows: 
For  experimental  garden  on  reservation  TVo.  2,  viz : 
For  salary  of  foreman  ami  laljorors,  §'3,000. 
For  keep  of  a  liorse,  stal)le,an(]  necessary  l)uil(iins;5,  and 
for  seeds,  manure,  tools,  and  niiscellaneous  items,  i$-2,000. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  hope  those  words  will  not 
be  stricken  out.  I  think  that  that  experimental 
garden  is  going  to  be  a  matter  of  very  great  util- 
ity to  the  agricultural  interests  of  this  country, 
and  I  do  not  apjirehend,  what  the  Senator  from 
Maine  seems  to  fear,  that  expenses  will  hereafter 
be  increased.  There  are  some  twelve  or  fourteen 
acres  in  that  piece  of  ground,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  will  ever  cost  more  than  $5,000  to  give  it  the 
attention  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  making  all  the  experime-nls  that  are  wanted. 
It  is  a  matter,  in  my  judgment,  of  very  great  im- 
portance to  the  agricultural  interest.  I  hope  the 
appropriation  may  be  allowed  to  remain  as  it  is. 
The  Senator  from  Ohio  has  explained  it  very  fully, 
and  I  thinkit  unnecessary  to  repeat  his  ari!;unieiit. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  ask  for  the  y^as  and 
nays  upon  the  amendment  to  the  anieiuhnent. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  11,  nays  22;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs,  Clark,  Conncss,  Cowan,  Fcsscnden, 
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Ilaniiiig.  Ilowr,  Joliiisoii,  Sumner,  Van  Winkle,  Wilkin- 
son, and  Willi-v— 11. 

-  NAVS— Me>sr:^.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Chandler, 
6avis,  Dixon.  Ooolitllf.  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Lane 
of  JiKliiuia,  McDougall,  Mor-jan,  Mornll,  Nosniitli,  I'om- 
eroy,  Powell,  Uuniscy,' Riddle,  Sheimaii,  Ten  Eyck,  and 
Trumbull— v!2. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  result  of  the 
vote  shows  that  the  body  is  without  a  quorum  of 
members. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  move  tlia,t.the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  be  directed  to  request  the  attendance  of 
the  ab.sentees. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.    Where  will  he  find  them .' 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  They  must  be  about  the 
building;  perhaps  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  have  no  faith  in  a  motion  of 
that  kind.  Perhaps  the  only  way  is  to  move  to 
adjourn,  so  that  Senators  can  see  that  we  can 
do  no  business  on  account  of  the  absence  of  cer- 
tain Senators.  I  move  that  the  Senate  do  now 
atijourn. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  and  Mr.  DIXON  called  for 
tlic  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered.  - 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  desire  to  stale  that  the. 
Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wade,]  by  order  of 
Congress,  has  left  for  Fort  Pillow,  and  will  not 
be  present  for  some  titne. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  6,  nays  27;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Clark,  Cowan,  Davis,  Harris,  Powell, 
and  Kiddle— 6. 

NAYS— .Messr<i.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Chand- 
ler, Collatner,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fepsenden,  Foster,  Har- 
ding, Henderfon,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Mc- 
Dou^mII,  Mor;;aii,  Nesniilh,  I'omeroy,  Ramsey,  Saulsbury, 
Sherman,  biininer,  Ten  Eyck,  TruiubuU,  Van  Winkle, 
Wilkinson,  and  Willey— 27. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate  refuses 
to  tidjourn,  but  the  vote  again  shows  the  body 
without,  a  quorum. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  renew  the  motion  that 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be  directed  to  request  the 
attendance  of  a')seiit  members. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  was 
put  to  the  Senate,  and  declai'ed.  carried  by  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move 
to  take  a  ri/cess  until  seven  o'clock  .' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  impression  of 
the  Chair  is  that  a  less  number  than  a  quorum 
can  take  a  recess. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  wish  my  name  to  be 
called  on  the  vote  that  is   pending. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  suspended. 
The  Chair  has  declared  it  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
Senate  found  itself  without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  That  does  not  finish  the 
vole.     It  does  not  decide  yea  or  nay. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Ifhas  decided  the 
character  of  the  Senate,  however,  so  far  as  it  can 
be  obtained. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  take  it  that  the  Chair 
cannot  ascertain  whether  there  kve  not  six  of  us 
ready  to  vote  when  you  call  on  us. 

Tlifi  VICE  PRESIDENT.  In  the  impression 
of  the  Chair  the  Simator's  name  cannot  be  called. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Very  well,  sir.  I  merely 
say  I  olTered  it.  I  wish  that  that  may  be  minuted. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  there  is  a  quorum 
now  present,  and  if  it  is  in  order,  I  move  that  the 
vole  bo  taken  on  the  pending  amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  move  to  suspend  further 
proceedings  under  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin,  directing  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  in- 
vite the  attendance  of  absent  Senators. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  submit  whether  that  is  in 
order.  The  Chair  has  decided  that  no  business 
is  in  ordc;r  without  a  quorutn;  and  how  can  the 
motion  of  ihe  Senator  from   Illinois  be  in  order.' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  less  number 
than  a  qnoruin  can  control  a  call  of  the  Senate 
by  the  Constitulion  ilself,  and  by  the  rules. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  We  can  make  a  motion, 
and  that  will  lest  it. 

TheVICEPRESIDENT.  The  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  to  suspend  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  is  in  order. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Wc  can  call  theyensand 
nays  on  lluit,  and  m'.c  whether  there  is  aquorum 
pri'sent. 

The  yas  and  nay.s  were  ordered. 

Mr.TRUMLiULL.  I  should  prefer  taking  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  another  motion  to  adjourn. 


Mr.  CLARK.  You  can  have  them  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  proceedings  under  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin. 

Mr. TRUMBULL.  I  move  that  theSenatedo 
now  adjourn,  and  on  that  question  I  call  for. the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Senator  Foot,  from  Ver- 
mont, was  called  home  in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  his  wife's  mother.  That  is  the  occasion  of  his 
absence,  and  I  was  requested  to  state  that  fact  to 
the  Senate. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeaa  and  nays, 
resulted — y-ea  1,  nays  37;  as  follows: 

YEA— Mr.  Harding— I. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Aiithonv,  Brown,  Buckalew,  Carlile, 
Chandler,  Clark, Collanjer,  Conness,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon, 
Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harris,  Henderson. 
Hendricks,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
McDou;,'all,  iMor^'an,  Morrill,  Nesmilh,  Pomeroy,  Powell, 
Ramsey,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson,  and  Willey— 37. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn. 

TheVICEPRESIDENT.  There  is  now  a 
quorum  present,  and  the  next  question  is  on  sus- 
pending further  proceedings  under  the  call  of  the 
Senate,  and  upon  ihat  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
have  been  ordereil. 

Mr.  TRU.VIBULL.     I  withdraw  that  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  regarded 
as  v.'ithdrawn,  if  there  be  no  objection.  The  ques- 
tion now  is  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  to  strike  out 
the  following  clause  in  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,: 

For  experimental  garden  on  reservation  No.  2,  viz: 

For  salary  of  fprejnan  and  laborers,  $3,000. 

For  keep  of  a  horse,  stable,  and  necessary  buildings,  and 
for  seeds,  manure,  tools,  and  miscellaneous  items,  ,<ij-2,000. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  14,  nays  23;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Clark,  Collamer,  Conness,  Cowan,  Fes- 
senden, Grimes,  Hnnlinj;,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Sum- 
ner, Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson,  and  Willey — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Chandler, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks, Lane 
of  Indiana,  .McDongall,  Morgan,  iMorrill,  Nesmith, Pome- 
roy, Powell,  Ramsey,  Riddle,  SauLsbury,  Sherman,  Ten 
Eyck,  and  Trumbull — 23. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

TheVICEPRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
is  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Upon  that  I  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  That  is  the  main  question, 
whether  the  Senate  will  spend  $100,000or^l47,000 
for  tliis  Department. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  desire  to  say  that  it  seems 
to  me  the  appropriations  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  considering  the  present  state 
oP"ihe  country,  are  sufficient.  I  do  not  mean  to 
express  any  opinion  on  the  proj*)siLion  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  if  the  country  was  differently 
situated  from  what  it  is  at  this  moment.  Taking 
the  country  as  it  is,  it  seems  to  me  that  what  the 
Finance  Committee  propose  is  as  much  as' w^ 
ought  to  do. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  should  like  to  inquire  of  the 
Senator  who  ofl'ered  this  amendment  what  duties 
the  translator  is  expected  to  perform.  This  is  a 
new  officer  that  has  not  heretofore  been  cieated  by 
any  law  or  recognised  by  any  Itiw  as  (existing. 

Mr. SHERMAN.  Isuppose  thatavastainount 
of  the  agricultural  information  wlilch  comes  to 
this  bui'eau  is  in  the  French  and  in  the  German 
languages;  much  of  the  information  that  they 
wish  to  disseminate  and  spread  among  the  people 
is  in  those  languages.  It  is  important,  therefore, 
to  have  a  translaior,at  ^1,200  a  year.  They  cor- 
respond now  with  nearly  every  country  of  Europe 
in  the  procurement  of  seid.s.  As  a  matter  of 
course  neailyall  the  seeds  are  imported,  and  they 
must  write  the  latiguage  of  the  country  to  which 
they  send  letters.  It  is  necessary  to  ti-anslate 
indifferent  languages;  indeed,  in  this  respect  the 
two  propositions  do  not  disngiee;  the  Finance 
Committee  allow  a  translator  as  well  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  understand  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Agriculture  s  nds  an  agent  to  Europe 
to  buy  seeds,  if  I  am  not  misiurormed,  he  has 
an  agent  there  now.  If  that  be  so,  1  ilo  not  see 
that  It  is  necessary,  in  order  to  [)rocurc  seeds, 
that  he  should  have  a  translator  here  to  be  cm- 


ployed  in  writing  letters  in  Gerinan,  French,  or 
S|icinish,  or  any  other  foreign  langUMge.  The 
Senator  speaks  about  iis  being  necessary  to  have 
a  translator  in  order  to  disseminate  correct  inform- 
ation anions  the  German  poj)ulation 

Mr.  SEIERMAN.  No.  1  said  in  order  to  col- 
le'ctthis  information  from  works  ofsttuidard  value 
printed  in  foreign  languages.  They  wish  to  get 
information  from  works  printed  in  French  and 
other  languages  which  they  translate  to  embody 
into  the  annual  report.  That  is  the  ex()lanation 
given  of  it. 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  think  there  is  another  pur- 
pose, perhaps.  These  seeds  aie  procured  and 
labeled  with  the  botanical,  name;  for  instance,  I 
believe  that  oats  are  called  avena,  and  wheat  is 
called  <ri<icuni,  and  so  on;  and  there  must  be' a 
translator  in  order  to  label  the  bag  in  English,  so 
that  the  happy  recipient  of  these  seeds  will  know 
when  he  gets  them  what  they  mean. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  suggest  the  proper  designa- 
tion should  have  been  a  schoolmaster  instead  of 
a  translator,  in  order  to  teach  somebody  the  lan- 
guagein  which  these  seeds  are  recognized  througllr 
out  the  civilized  world. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  state  the  question 
in  a  simple  form.  The  items  are  pretty  much 
the  same.  The  Committee  on  Finance  do  not 
allow  so  many  clerks  and  other  officers,  and  do 
not  appropriate  quite  so  largely  for  purchases. 
It  is  a  mere  question  of  amounts,  whether  about 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand  dollars 
shall  be  allowed,  according  to  the  amendment  of 
the  C  •mmittce  on  Agriculture,  or  whether  about 
one  hundi'ed  thousand  dollars  shall  be  allowed, 
which  is  a  little  exceeding  the  amount  last  year, 
according  to  the  amendmentof  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  Those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  larger  ' 
amount  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Agricul- 
ture will  vote  "yea;"  those  opposed  to  it  will 
vote  "  nay." 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  23,  nays  15;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks, 
Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Mi-Dougall,  Mor!;an,  Morrill, 
Pomeroy,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Riddle,  Sherman,  Si)raguc,Ten 
Eyck, and  Trumbull— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  (.'handler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Conness, 
Cowan,  Fessenden,  Grimes,  Hardinsr,  Howard.  Johnson, 
Nesmith,  Sumner,  Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson,  and  Willey — 
15. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)  The  question  recurs  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Finance  Committee  striking  out  the 
section  as  amended,  and  inserting  what  is  pro- 
posed by  the  committee. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  This  will  be  the  same  vote 
as  the  other. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  not  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  that. 

The  amendment  of  the  Finance  Coinmittee  was 
rejected. 

Mr.. FESSENDEN.  If  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance will  excuse  me,  as  we  aie  cm  this  subject, 
I  will  offer  one  amendment  to  come  in  directly 
after  the  proposition  which  has  just  been  adoptetl: 

For  paper,  printing,  binding,  blanks,  and  labels, $8,500: 
Frorideil,  That  the  Commissioner  shall  be  aiuhorized  to 
procure  the  amount  herein  named  at  the  ollicc  of  public 
printing,  and  no  greater  amount  shall  be  allowed. 

That  is  intended  to  limit,  if  the  Senate  see  fit  to    , 
limit,  the  general  call  for  any  kind  of  printing  to 
any  amount  that  the  Commissioner  may  think 
advisable  for  his  bureau.     It  makes  a  specific  ap- 
propriation, as  in  other  cases. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Commissioner  un- 
doubtedly must  get  a  great  deal  of  printing  done 
at  the  public  printing  office.  This  might  limit 
him  unreasonably.  I  think  we  ought  not  to  adopt 
it  without  reflection.  He  iTiakes  his  monthly  re- 
ports, and  the  printing  of  those  would  !)•  counted 
out  of  the  ;^8,00[).  Then  lie  prints  the  annual  re- 
port. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  No.  The  annual  report 
is  a  separate  thing  entirely.  He  does  not  have 
anything  to  do  with  printing  that. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  While  we  are  on  this  subject 
I  should  like  to  inquire  of  the  cliuirman  of  the 
Committee  on  Agiiculture  by  what  authority  all 
these  leporls  aie  printed.' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
bill  about  them.  I  du  not  know  anything  about 
them. 
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Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Senator  is  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  and  has  this  De- 
partment specially  under  his  charge. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     There  is  no  appropriation 
(rthis.     I  suppose  they  are  printed  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Commissioner  on  Agriculture  at  the 
puhlic  printing:  office. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  supposed  that  probably  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Maine  was  aimed 
at  what  1  think  a  very  great  abuse.  I  have  seen 
these  reports,  and  I  know  that  there  is  no  accu- 
racy in  them,  not  the  slightest  reliance  can  be 
placed  upon  them.  I  remember  last  ftjll  seeing 
an  account  giving  the  proportion  of  the  apple 
crop  raised  during  the  year  1863,  in  the  Territory 
of  Nebraska,  and  the  Territory  has  not  got  a 
bearing  apple-tree  in  it.  [Laughter.]  That  is  a 
fair  sample  of  these  reports. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  This  amendment  does 
not  touch  the  printing  of  the  annual  report.  That 
is  made  to  Congress  and  printed  by  order  of  Con- 
gress every  year.  It  covers  the  reports  that  are 
sent  out  every  two  months  or  every  month,  I  do 
not  know  which,  and  the  paper  and  other  things 
procured  for  the  use  of  tlie  office. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  know  that  there  has  been 
great  complaint  made  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Printing  in  regard  to  the  printing  ordered 
by  the  various  bureaus,  and  I  shall  be  perfectly 
willing  to  vote  for  some  general  provision  lirait- 
ing  all  these  various  officers  in  their  power  to 
print. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  is  mistaken: 
there  has  been  no  complaint  made  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Printing  in  regard  to  the  print- 
ing ordered  by  the  offices.  They  have  a  certain 
amountof  blanks;  but  the  printing  ordered  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture  is  indefinite.  He 
exercises  hisown  judgmentas  to  what  he  wants, 
and  orders  it,  as  I  understand,  and  there  has  been 
complaint  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Print- 
ing in  regard  to  the  printing  ordered  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture.  I  have  no  expectation 
of  succeeding  in  this  amendment;  I  merely  offer 
it  to  call  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture  exercises  unlimited 
discretion  as  to  what  he  will  have  printed  for  the 
use  of  his  office,  and  I  thought  it  was  as  well  that 
there  should  be  a  limit. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
chairman  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  committees' 
[Finance  and  Agriculture — Mr.  Fessenden  and 
Mr.  Sherman]  whether  this  appropriatioti  in- 
cludes the  monthly  reports.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     It  does. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Then  I  think  that  ought 
to  be  stricken  out.  I  agree  with  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  as  to  thoee  reports.  They  purport  to  be  a 
report  of  the  produce  of  the  crops  of  t|je  different 
sections  of  the  country  from  month  to  month,  and 
they  are  really  of  no  service. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  amendment  fixes 
simply  the  amount  which  the  Commissioner  is 
entitled  to  receive  of  printing,  &c.  We  cannot 
limit  what  he  shall  get  printed  and  what  not,  but 
it  says  he  shall  not  expend  more  than  a  given 
sum  of  money.  At  present  he  is  unlimited;  he 
orders  such  printing  as  he  wants,  and  at  what 
times  he  wants  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Where  does  the  amend- 
ment come  in? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  At  the  close  of  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  now  no  appropri- 
ation for  printing.  I  cannot  say  whether  $8,000  is 
enough;  the  circumstances  have  not  been  brought 
before  us.  If  the  Senator  has  any  information  to 
give  us  showing  that  |)8,000  isenough,  very  well; 
but  why  appropriate  $8,000  instead  of  |2,000?  It 
may  cnibarras.-j  the  Department,  or  it  may  not; 
|8,000  may  be  amply  suficient;  I  cannot  say.  If 
the  Senator  has  any  information  which  enables 
him  to  propose  $8,000  instead  of  $2,000  I  should 
like  to  hear  it,  and  the  Senate  will  judge  whether 
they  will  adopt  his  proposition  or  not.  It  may 
be  suffi.cient,  but  we  have  had  no  information  in 
regard  to  the  amount  of  printing.  I  never  heard 
any  complaints  made  before,  except  generally  the 
Superintendent  of  Printing  said  to  me  that  the 
various  bureaus  did  send  to  him,  as  he  thought, 
for  an  unreasonable  amount  of  blanks  and  public 
printing  of  various  kinds,  and  he  mentioned  dif- 
ferentbureausof  the  Warand  other  Departments. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     The  complaint  he  made 


was  that  they  did  not  give  him  notice  of  what 
they  wanted  and  embarrassed  him  in  that  way, 
he  not  knowing  in  advance  the  amount  of  print- 
ing they  would  want,  and  their  orders  coming  in 
suddenly.  I  believe  the  only  thing  he  has  com- 
plained of  in  that  respect  is  in  regard  to  the  want 
of  notice.  Theamount  named  in  my  amendment 
is  not  estimated  by  myself.  I  received  it  from  a 
person  in  whose  knowledge  I  have  confidence,  as 
enough  for  the  purpose.  If  the  Senate  choose  to 
put  the  amendment  on  the  bill  they  can  do  so,  and 
we  can  probably  inquire  and  ascertain  whether 
the  amount  is  enough  before  we  get  through  with 
the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Permit  me  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator under  what  appropriation  what  is  called  the 
annual  report  is  printed,  or  whether  there  is  a 
particular  appropriation  for  it.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  ordered  by  Con- 
gress. The  report  is  made  to  Congress,  and  they 
order  it  to  be  printed  and  pay  for  its  printing. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  The  principal  objection  is 
to  the  printing  of  these  reports,  as  I  have  heard 
the  debate.  I  myself  do  not  profess  to  be  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  the  subject  of  agriculture 
and  kindred  sciences  to  pronounce  on  the  value 
of  these  reports.  Yet  I  do  know  that  persons  in 
the  country  who  are  engaged  in  the  business  of 
agriculture,  horticulture,  and  such  matters,  have 
manifested  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  such  reports. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Doyoumeanthe  monthly 
reports.' 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  mean  the  monthly  or  bi- 
monthly reports,  whichever  they  maybe.  I  have 
been  written  to  very  frequently  by  persons  of 
superior  intelligence  and  information  upon  the 
subject  of  agriculture,  practical  men  as  well  as 
scientific  men,  who  are  anxious  for  these  very 
reports,  and  I  have  been  requested  to  send  them; 
and  1  have  received  replies  from  them,  after  I  have 
sent  them,  saying  that  they  were  highlygratified, 
and  that  they  desired  to  have  the  ensuing  reports 
sent.  I  speak  of  the  reports  that  are  printed 
every  month  ortwo  months;  my  impression  is  that 
they  are  printed  every  two  months.  I  only  men- 
tion my  own  knowledge  as  connected  with  my 
constituents  on  this  subject,  several  gentlemen 
among  them  having  ex  pressed  a  very  anxious  de- 
sire to  get  these  reports,  and  having  approved  them 
highly  after  getting  them.  They  may  contain 
nothing  of  value,  so  far  as  I  know  myself,  but 
this  is  the  testimony  that  has  come  to  me. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  do  not  think  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Maine  ought 
to  beadopted.  :  Icannotsee  why  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  should  be  singled  out,  and  the 
amount  of  printing  for- that  Department  specially 
limited.  If  the  object  is  to  prevent  the  various 
Departments  and  bureaus  printing  too  much,  let 
a  general  limit  be  put  an  all.  That  might  perhaps 
be  very  well;  but  to  single  out  this  Department, 
and  limit  the  amount  of  printing  for  it  alone  in 
this  way,  I  think  is  vi^rong. 

So  far  as  the  monthly  reports  are  concerned,  I 
do  not  concur  with  many  Senators  who  have  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  in  regard  to  them.  I  know 
that  eminent  agriculturists  in  my  region  of  coun- 
trythink  very  highly  of  these  monthly  reports; 
and  my  experience  in  regard  to  them  is  such  as 
has  been  indicated  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey. Man.y  of  our  best  farmers  have  written  to 
me  for  them,  and  expressed  great  gratification  at 
:the-information  derived  from  them.  But,  sir,  if 
the  objection  is  to  the  monthly  reports,  why  not 
propose  an  amendment  to  the  bill  preventing  the 
monthly  reports,  from  being  printed.'  That  would 
be  the  proper  way  to  reach  it;  but  as  I  understand 
the  Senator  from  Maine,  that  is  not  the  object 
proposed  by  his  araendmeat.  I  think  those  who 
are  in  favor  of  this  agricultural  bureau  ought  not 
to  sit  here  and  allow  it  to  be  cramped  and  tram- 
meled by  this  kind  ofamendments  offered  by  those 
who  are  opposed  to  the  bureau  in  every  form.  1 
think  we  should  vote  the  amendment  down. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  shall  vote  for  this 
amendment,  because  I  believe  that  not  only  in  the 
case  of  this  Department,  but  in  the  case  of  every 
Department,  there  should  be  as  little  discretion- 
ary power  as  possible.  Indeed,  I  have  very 
strong  doubts  as  to  the  constitutional  authority 
of  Congress  to  make  appropriations  for  this  ob- 
ject, and  I  so  voted,  1  ("tlieve,  when  the  propo- 
sition came  up  to  establish  this  Department.  It 
having  been  established,  however,  I  do  not  wish 


to  cripple  it,  but  at  the  same  lime  I  do  not  desire 
it  to  grow  to  such  a  magnitude  as  to  surpass  the 
anticipations  of  those  who  established  it.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amendment,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
sufficient  answer  to  say  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  should  not  be  limited  in  his  expendi- 
tures in  reference  to  printing,  because  other  De- 
partments are  not  limited.  It  would  be  wise  to 
limit  all  of  them. 

Mr.  POWELL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  submit  to  the  Senator 
from  Maine  that  this  amendment  is  not  a  practical 
one.  How  can  the  Public  Printer  keep  an  account 
of  the  various  orders?  How  can  he  ascertain  pre- 
cisely the  cost  of  each  label?  How  can  you  im- 
pose on  him  the  additional  duty  of  keeping  an  ac- 
count with  this  officer  of  the  cost  of  every  blank 
and  every  piece  of  paper  and  every  label?  It 
seems  to  me  the  proposition  is  a  very  strange  one. 
Its  only  effect  is  to  cast  a  slur  on  the  Department. 
Suppose  the  same  provision  was  required  in  re- 
gard to  every  bureau  or  office  of  the  Government, 
that  the  Senate  should  have  an  account  of  its 
printing,  the  House  of  Representatives  of  its 
printing,  the  Second  Comptroller  and  the  Third 
Auditor  of  the  amount  of  printing  and  blanks  for 
each,  how  could  the  printer  do  it?  He  might 
know  how  much  certain  sheets  of  paper  cost,  but 
it  would  be  almostimpossible,  certainly  extremely 
difficult,  to  keep  up  such  an  account. 

Is  it  worth  while,  for  the  simple  object  of  check- 
ing this  one  officer,  to  require  the  Superintendent 
of  Printing  to  keep  a  series  of  books  and  make  a 
charge  every  day  against  the  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  for  five  hundred  labels  to-day,  six 
hundred  to-morrow,  seven  hundred  the  nextday, 
and  so  on  ?  I  submit  to  the  Senator  from  Maine 
whether  it  is  worth  while  to  press  this  amend- 
ment, unless  it  is  intended  to  require  such  an  ac- 
count to  be  kept  with  all  the  different  offices  of 
the  Government.  If  the  Senator  can  show  me 
that  $8,000 is  enough,  and  that  there  is  any  way  to 
impose  a  limit  here  in  accordance  with  the  law, 
I  shall  be  perfectly  willing  to  agree  to  it,  because 
I  do  not  desire  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
to  get  a  single  dollar  more  than  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  carry  the  law  into  effect.  This  pro- 
vision would  only  be  burdensome  to  the  Public 
Printer,  would  not  accomplish  any  good  result, 
would  only  be  looked  upon  as  a  reflection  cast 
upon  the  Department,  and  would  create  trouble 
to  the  officers  without  having  any  practical  good 
effect. 

Mr,  FESSENDEN.  It  is  not  m.y  intention  to 
cast  any  slur  "Upon  this  officer  or  on  his  Depart- 
ment; butthe  Public  Printer  must  necessarily  keep 
an  account  of  all  the  expenses  of  his  office  and  of 
everything  that  he  does.  He  must  show  how  he 
has  expended  the  large  appropriations  which  we 
make  for  printing.  He  unquestionably  does  so 
at  the  present  time. 

The  difficulty  in  regard  to  this  particular  Depart- 
ment is  that  there  is  nothing  fixed  with  reference 
to  the  nature  of  the  printing  to  be  done.  It  is  all 
within  the  mind  of  the  Commissioner.*  In  the 
other  Departments  what  they  want  is  well  known. 
They  want  certain  blanks,  they  want  certain  or- 
ders, they  want  things  that  are  perfectly  well 
known  to  the  practice  of  the  Department  in  carry- 
ing on  its  business.  The  printing  of  these  monthly 
reports  is  an  illustration  of  what  I  have  suggested. 
Who  heard  before  the  last  Congress  adjourned  of 
these  monthly  reports  being  made?  It  was  noth- 
ing but  an  idea  of  the  Commissioner  himself.  I 
am  not  here  to  say  that  it  was  not  a  good  idea, 
and  that  benefit  has  not  resulted  from  it;  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  has  or  not;  I  cannot  tell.  It 
might  have  been  very  wise,  or  it  might  not  have 
been  wise.  I  only  say  that  as  the  matter  stands, 
everything  is  in  the  mind  of  the  Commissioner, 
and  he  may  call  for  just  such  printing  as  he  wants, 
to  an  unlimited  extent;  and  the  amount  we  appro-" 
priate  on  the  estimates  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Printing  may  be  largely  overrun  if  those 
calls  be  answered.  I  take  it  that  the  Superin- 
tendent keeps  an  account  now  of  all  the  printing 
that  he  does  for  the  various  Departments.  He 
ought  to  do  so,  and  he  ought  to  be  able  to  do  it, 
because  he  must  show  how  the  money  that  he 
draws  from  the  Treasury  has  been  expended,  for 
what  printing  it  has  been  used,  and  in  what 
amounts.  Of  course  he  keeps  his  books  show- 
ing all  this. 
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The  amendment  which  1  have  moved  is  not  to 
throw  the  sli<;htest  imputation  on  the  Depart- 
ment, but  simply  to  intimate  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture  that  the  amount  that  he  can  draw 
for  tiiese  items  is  fixed,  like  the  amounts  that  he 
can  draw  for  other  items.  Why  fix  the  number 
of  liis  clerks  ?  Wiiy  fix  the  amount  he  shall  ex- 
pend for  seeds?  On  the  logic  of  my  friend  from 
Ohio,  why  fix  the  amount  tliat  he  shall  expend 
for  seed-bags?  Does  not  that  throw  a  slur  on 
the  Department?  Why  not  say  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture  shall  have  $150,000  to 
expend  just  as  he  pleases?  The  Senator  would 
not  contend  for  that;  but  there  is  just  as  much 
imputation  on  him  in  fixing  the  amount  he  shall 
expend  for  one  item  as  for  another. 

I  submit  the  matter  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate.  I  have  not  one  particle  of  feeling  about 
it.  So  far  as  my  individual  feeling  is  concerned 
I  do  not  care  a  snap  of  my  finger  whether  the 
amendment  is  accepted  or  rejected.  I  have  no 
■feeling  in  regard  to  any  question  connected  with 
this  subject.  I  have  made  up  my  mind  that  I 
would  present  it  fairly  to  the  Senate  and  have  it 
decide  once  for  all  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  to 
vote  intelligently  on  this  proposition  we  should 
havesoitie  information  as  to  the  amountexpcnded 
last  year  for  the  printing  of  this  Department.  It 
may  be  that  an  appropriation  of  $8, 000  is  greatly 
more  than  tlic  cost  of  printing  incurred  by  the 
Department  last  year,  and  if  so  it  may  be  an  in- 
timation to  the  Commissioner  that  he  has  not 
printed  reports  enough,  and  instead  of  monthly 
reports  we  may  have  semi-monthly  or  weekly  or 
daily  reports.  I  concur  in  the  remarks  that  have 
been  made  by  Senators  in  regard  to  these  monthly 
reports.  I  have  seen  them,  and  I  do  not  think 
they  are  really  worth  the  cost  of  printing;  and  for 
one,  1  am  disposed  to  limit  the  appropriation  so 
as  at  least  to  prevent  the  issue  of  those  reports; 
but  have  we  any  information  from  which  the  , 
Senate  can  know  whether  $8,000  has  been  ex- 
pended for  printing  by  this  Department  in  the  last 
3'ear? 

Tlie  question  ijeing  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  re- 
sulted— yeas  16,  nays  24;  as  follows: 

-  YEAS — Me9;.rs. Clark,  Coll.amer,  Coniiess,  Cowan, Doo- 
Jillln,  Fos^sciuleii,  Grimes,  Harding,  Hendricks,  Jolinson, 
Morrill,  Pomoroy,  Saulsbury,  Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson,  and 
■Willcy— 16. 

NAY8— iMpssrs.   Antlinny,  Brown,  Biickalew,  Carlilo, 
riiandlcr,  Davis,  Dixon,  Foftcr,  Harris,  Hiniderson,  Howe, 
Lano  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  M('Dougall,  Morgan,  ' 
Ncsinitli,    I'owcll,  Itaiiisov,    Riddle,    Slicrmaii,  Spraguc, 
Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  and  Trumbull— 24. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected.. 

Tiie  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Finiuico  was  to  reduce  the  appropriaticm  for  ex- 
IKiisi  s  of  the  Leirislative  Assembly  of  Idaho  from 
^;2.320  to  po,0(JO. 

Mr.  JOliNSOLN'.     Why  the  reduction  ? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Because  we  thought 
^20,000  enough,  as  in  the  other  cases. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  after  line 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-two: 

Territory  of  Idaho,  for' liie  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1H64: 

For  salary  of  Governor,  chief  justice  and  two  associate 
judge.a,  and  secretary,  .'51'J,000. 

For  contingent  ex'pen.*e.<  of  the  Territory,  $1,000. 

For  conipsii.'iation  and  milengo  of  the  mem  her.'?  of  the 
Legislaiivc'  Ascsemlily,  olfiecr.«,  clerks,  and  contingent  ex- 
peii,<es  of  the  Assembly,  )b-20,000. 

The  umendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  "  one" 
after  "sixty,"  in  line  nine  hundred  and  eleven, 
BO  as  to  make  the  appropriation  forsalarics  of  the 
Chief  Ju.-iiicc  and  a.'isociate  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  $60,500,  iiKsiead  of  ^61,500. 

Mr.  JOlIiNSON.  Before  voinig  on  that,  I 
would  ayk  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
;nince  whether  the  $10,000  appropriated  by  the 
pi()visir)n  to  be  found  in  lines  nine  hundred  and 
ihrie,  nine  hutidred  and  four,  and  nine  hundred 
ttud  five,  ur<'  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  legal  as- 
iii.sianco  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  that  part  of  the 
bill,  here  in  the  Su{)reme  Court  of  the  United 
States? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     I  presume  not. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  There  was  a  very  large 
t^mount,  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hun- 
dred ihou.sanddollais.appropriatcdliy  two  or  three 
several  acta  of  Congress,  four  or  five  years  ago, 
in  relation  to  the  private  land  claims  in  California, 


and  nearly  all  of  those  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  I  believe,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one,  have  been  argued  by  other  counsel 
than  the  Attorney  General,  and  the  other  coun- 
sel have,  of  course,  been  paid  out  of  that  fund. 
I  do  not  know  whether  that  fund  is  exhausted  or 
not;  but  if  these  $10,000  are  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  I  shall  vote  against  it.  I  think 
it  is  clearly  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  General  to 
try  these  cases  himself.  Then  in  relation  to  the 
claims  in  California,  if  the  provision  is  intended 
to  apply  only  to  cases  in  California  while  they 
are  pending  in  California,  why  is  it  that  the  rep- 
re-sentative  of  the  United  States  there,  the  district 
attorney,  is  not  competent  himself  to  try  the 
cases  for  the  United  States?  I  am  sure  that  I  do 
not  exaggerate  when  I  say  that  we  have  spentin 
the  defense  of  these  cases,  for  they  are  all  suits 
instituted  on  the  part  of  claimants,  nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  professional  assist- 
ance. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  But  we  have  saved  a 
great  deal  more  money  by  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  do  not  know  that. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     I  so  understand. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  can  only  be  so  on  the 
assumption  that  the  officers  of  the  United  States 
there  and  here  are  not  as  competent. to  conduct 
those  cases  as  other  counsel, and  that  is  a  suppo- 
sition I  am  not  willing  to  make.  When  1  held 
the  office  of  Attorney  General  there  were  cases 
just  as  heavy,  involving  questions  just  as  many 
and  as  difficult  to  understand  as  are  the  cases 
which  have  arisen  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico, 
and  all  the  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  were  argued  by  myself  alone. 
But,  as  I  said  just  now,  not  one  single  case,  with 
the  exception  of  one  at  this  term,  in  which  the 
United  States  have  had  an  interest, arising  under 
the  Mexican  treaty  concerning  the  lands  in  Cali- 
fornia, has  been  argued  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  by  the  Attorney  General.  He 
employed  counsel  here  and  paid  them,  of  course, 
such  fees  as  counsel  who  are  capable  of  arguing 
such  questions  in  the  Supreme  Court  are  in  the 
habit  of  charging.  Some  twenty  oi' thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  1  suppose,  have  been  spent  in  that 
way  under  the  present  Administration.  1  do  not 
know.  I  only  imagine  that  must  be  the  amount 
from  what  I  suppose  to  be  the  rates  of  compensa- 
tion of  counsel  who  are  competent  to  manage  such 
cases  in  that  tribunal.  For  one,  I  should  be  un- 
willing to  provide  any  assistance  for  the  manage- 
ment of  these  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  tiie 
United  States. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  is  very  evident  on  look- 
ing at  the  language  of  the  estimate  that  it  is  not 
for  arguments  in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  estimate  is  "legal  assistance  and  other 
necessary  exp'enditures  for  tiie  disposition  of  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  California."  The  amount  is 
$10,000.  It  is  the  same  sum  that  was  appropriated 
last  year  for  the  same  purpose.  It  has  been 
thought  necessary  by  the  Government  to  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  in  order  to  aid  the  officers 
of  the  Government  in  protecting  the  rights  of  the 
Government  in  California.  I  believe  the  money 
that  has  been  expended  there  has  been  well  ex- 
pended, so  far  as  affording  |"irotection  to  the  rights 
of  the  Government  in  its  lands  there  is  concerned. 
I  believe  the  Senate  knows  very  well  that  under 
the  last  Administration  the  present  Secretary  of 
War  was  sent  to  California  specially  with  a  view 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  Government  there.  I 
believe  with  regard  to  many  of  these  cases,  among 
the  counsel  on  the  other  side  for  the  claimants 
against  the  United  Slates  was  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland  himself.  He  was  concerned 
in  the  cases 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     One  of  them. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  know  how  far 
the  money  a[)f)ropriatcd  by  the  Goverimient  in 
procuring  legal  a.ssistance  might  have  operated 
against  the  interests  of  hiscli(wUs,  but  it  certainly 
operated  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Slates,  as  i 
have-  understood.  The  Govcrnmentseem  to  have 
adopted  this  policy  on  the  ground  of  necessity,  to 
prot(!ct  the  rights  of  the  United  States  and  to  have 
some  additional  aid  for  the  Uiiit(^d  States  attorney, 
for  it  is  veiy  manifest  that  one  mar)  cannot  be  able 
to  do  everything;  and  as  that  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Govciiiment,  and  the  sum  is  a  small  one,  I 
think  it  would  be  very  unwise  in  Congress  to 


strike  out  the  appropriation,  because  it  would  not 
be  asked  for  probably  unless  similar  appropria- 
tions had  been  found  beneficial  heretofore. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  pending  . 
question  is  on  striking  out  the  word  "  one"  in 
line  nine  hundred  and  eleven. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  agree  Avith  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson']  in  his  mo- 
tion to  strike  out.  I  am  aware,  as  is  stated  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  that 
large  appropriations  were  made  under  the  last 
Administration  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  interests  of  the  Government  in  the 
public  lands  in  California.  I  am  also  aware  how 
those  large  appropriations  were  applied,  and  when 
I  affirm  that  for  the  most  part  they  were  applied 
in  maintaining  the  one  side  of  controversies  be- 
tween private  citizens,  in  which  the  Government 
had  not  and  could  not  have  any  possible  interest, 
and  in  the  unjust  and  oppressive  use  of  the  name, 
authority,  officers,  and  money  of  the  Government 
in  the  promotion  of  personal  interests  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  just  rights  of  thousands  of  the 
citizens  of  the  State  1  in  part  represent;  when  1 
affirm  all  this  1  know  that  1  am  right.  Not  less 
than  an  amount  of  property  equal  to  fifty  million 
dollars  in  value,  the  rightful  property  of  citizens 
under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  has  been  wrested  from  these  citizens  by 
the  unjust  exercise  and  employment  of  the  power 
and  money  of  this  Government  in  my  State.  The 
power  and  the  money  of  the  Government  were 
brought  again.st  the  individual  and  often  the  hum- 
ble citizen.  The  citizen,  whether  proud  or  hum- 
ble, had  no  adequate  means  of  resistance,  and  has 
been  left  alone  to  impotent  complainings. 

The  Government  had  in  California  upright  and 
capable  judges.  The  districtaitorneysappointed 
by  the  Government  were  in  rill  respects  equal  to 
their  offices,  yet  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars  has  been  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury 
fortiXtra  legal  machinery,  designed  not  so  much 
to  promote  the  ends  of  justice  and  the  Irnili  as 
to  pam[>er  the  already  bloated  parasite  s  of  official 
power.  The  present  Secretary  of  W;ir,  then  the 
favorite  of  the  late  President,  Mr.  Buchanan, and 
hisAitorneyGeneral,Mr.  Black, received  directly 
for  brief  services,  called  but  miscalled  public  ser- 
vices as  counsel,  bet  ween  thirtyand  forty  thousand 
dollars,  and  he  received  and  returned  vouchers  for 
nearly  twice  as  great  an  amount. 

The  result  of  his  most  important  mission  there 
has  just  now  detei-mined.  The  great  Almaden 
case  has  been  finally  decided;  and  how?  For  the 
advantage  of  the  Government?  No.  He  has 
succeeded  in  establisliiiig  the  claim  of  one  jiarty 
over  itie  possession  of  another,  and  in  opening  a 
new  branch  of  the  stock  market  in  New  York 
and  ihis^ity.  That  in  this  matter  the  aijent, 
counsel,  and  money  and  authority  of  the  United 
States  were  employed  to  carry  on  unequal  war 
between  private  litigants  is  now  demonstrated, 
and  I  am  well  assured  that  in  this  matter  ihe  now 
honorable  Secretory  was  the  retained  counsel  of 
one  party  to  the  controversy.  A  fortune  from 
the  Government  and  a  fortune  fi-om  private  par- 
ties for  a. "six  months' service.  'Vevily,  wonderful 
are  the  ways  of  Providence. 

The  case  staled  i.s  but  one  of  iTiany  of  the  si\me 
class;  and  how  has  it  been  possiTilc  for  the  pri- 
vate and  ofien  poor  citizen  to  resist  such  over- 
whelming force  ? 

I  complain  of  these  extra(rr(linai-y  appropria- 
tions and  their  application  as  an  unjust  o|ijnession. 

The  course  of  Gi)vernnient  in  condurtins;  these 
litigations  has  destroyed  all  confidence  in  what 
we  regarded  as  the  most  s(  cure  titles  in  the  State. 
There  is  no  greater  evil  in  a  State  than  unsettled 
titles.  It  is  the  business  of  Government  to  pro- 
mote their  settlements.  U  has  been  the  office  of 
this  Government  to  ui«ettle  what  had  been  long 
regarded  as  settled  in  California. 

1  trust  the  policy  of  the  last  Administration  lie 
to  land,  ligitaiion  in  California  will  not  be  pur- 
sued through  this.  It  may  be  suggested  by  some 
that  the  special  counsel  of  Government  are  en- 
titled to  consideration  for  d(>fenting  the  Santillan 
and  Lunautour  claims,  but  their  claim  to  huve 
done  so  is  but  the  ntlemjit  at  the  appropriation  of 
the  chattels  of  others. 

The  wrong  that  i.s  past  cannot  be  corrected; 
but  1  am  not  willing,  as  an  upright  legislator  and 
as  a  representative  of  my  State,  to  promote  these 
tilings.    The  two  judges  who  huve  charge  of  these 
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SiCiuestions  in  California  are  men  of  unquestioned 
ititcf^iity.     The  two  district  attorneya  at  present 

■land  t'lie  district  attorneys  past  have  been  and  are 

■linen  of  recognize  d  abilityi    The  district  attorney 

iiwilio  liad  charge  of  this  business  in  California 
when  the  present  Secretary  of  War  went  there 
wos  a  more  accomplished  lawyer  than  he  could, 
by  all  liis  labor,  have  ever  gotten  to  be.    He  was 

fiteiibred,  a  man  who  had  become  master  of  these 

r^iK'^iioiiK,  and  his  place  was  taken  by  a  gentle- 
man  from    Washington    who    knew    nothing  of 

'll'ii-m.      To   understand    these  questions  a   man 

tWhiiuld  lie  learned  in  tlie  laws  not  only  of  Mexico 
but  of  Spain,  and  familiar  somewhat  with  its  lan- 
guatre,  and  then  informed  as  to  the  men  who  had 
administered  government  there  under  the  Mexi- 
can rule.  These  things  we  had  learned  in  our 
conn  try  through  a  course  of  years  of  experience; 
but  a  man  was  sent  there  who  was  a  good  law- 

'.yer  probably  in  Ohio,  a  good  lawyer  perhaps  in 
Pinnsylvniiia,  and  who  once  argued  well  a  few 
cases  in  Washington  city,  but  who  was  perfectly 
ignorant  of  the  law  on  which  all  these  titles  were 
based,  and  of  the  language  in  which  the  titles 
-wer-e  written,  and  of  the  principles  of  Spanish  law 
iU(>on  which  they  should   have  been  properly  es- 

-toblishcd  liuder  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 
In   this  way  we  have  been  wronged,  wronged 

igfreatly,  because  through  the  course  of  adjudica- 
ition  in  our  own  State  and  adjudicationiS  here  t.here 

i'has  not  been   brought  to  bear  on  the  part  of  the 

-Government  the  learning  thatbelongs  to  these 
questions,  but  the  bold  and  impudent  assump- 
tiLoas  of  men  who  are  ignorant;  and  what  is  so 
bold  and  persistent  as  ignorance? 

lo   I  concur  with  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  and 

-1  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  judgment  as 
th  how  our  titles  have  been  conducted  and  ad- 
ministered, so  far  as  the  Govern  mentis  concerned, 

•  for  the  last  seven  years  in  California,  during  the 

-last  Administration,  and  I  may  say  it  has  been 
continued  through  this,  because  the  same  gentle- 
iman  wl)o  took  charge  of  the  business,  -who  was 
Attorney  General  tlien,  and  who  sent  i\lr.  Stan- 

■  ton  to  California,  has  been,  so  far  as  we  are  con- 
rcerned,  Attorney  General  since-— conterminous 
and  complex  with  him.  I  trust  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  JVIaryland  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     It  strikes  mc  that  this  is 
entirely  out  of  place.    The  question  isonstriking 

•lOut  theword  "  one,"  in  line  nine -hundred  and 

-eleven,  . 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.     I  understand  from  my 
friend  from  Maryland  thatho  moved  to  strike  out 

gjihc  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  legal  assistance  in 

,i\ie  disposal  of  private  land  claims  in  California. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     That  amendment  can  be 

niioved  after  we  get  through  the  amendments  of 

the  Fmance  Committee,  if  he  chooses'to  move  it. 

We  are  now  acting  on   the   amendments  of.the 

iCJommittee  on  Finance. 

.'■  '.Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  understood  that;  but  I  asked 
■permission  tojjo  back  to  line  nine  hundred  and  six. 
.  Mr.FESSENDEN.  That  is  not  the  ordinary 
course.  We  are  now  going  through  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

"  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  TheChairun- 
derstood  the  Senator  from  Maryland  to  be  com- 
menting on  this  clause,  but  not  lOTtiake  any  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     That  is  true,  sir.     I  will 

niifti^ke  my  motion  at  the  proper  time. 

r..  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     The  pending 

jamendment  is  to  strike  out  the  word  "one"  in 
line  nine  hundred  and  eleven,  so  as  to. make  the 
appropriation  for  salaries  of  the  Chief  Justice  and 
associate  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  $60,500, 

•'instead  of  «J61,500. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Why   is  the  "one"  to  be 
Stricken  out  ? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.    Simply  becftuse  of  aH 
error  in  <;om|inlation.  .         '  ■ 

.y;  The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

.'.iThe  next  amendmen't  was  to  strike  out  lines 

sniue  hundred  and  forty-six  and  nine  hundred  and 

I -forty -seven,  in  these  words: 

-'  '  Fi.rnaliirles  of  clerks  in  tlieofficeof  the  Assistant  Treas- 
urer at  St.  L.oui.s,  4>^3,U00. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  nine-hundrod 
,and  fifiy-(i<;ht,  before  "  act"  to  strikeout  "  fourth 
ijBcction  of. " 
,*3vf<k'^  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  next  amendment  was  in  line  ten  hundred 
and  twenty-six  to  insert  "  to  be  paid  only  to  loyal 
men"  in  the  item  appropriating  $4,374  84  "  for 
deficiency  of  appropriation  for  the  Capitol  police 
under  the  act  of  April  22, 1854,"  which  is  the  last 
clause  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  printed  amendments 
haying  now  been  disposed  of,  I  have  some  other 
amendnients  to  offer  from  the  committee.  I  offer 
the  following  amendment  as  an  additional  section: 

i^nd  /«!  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  olTice  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  he  reorganized  under  tlie  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Trea:Jury  so  as  to  authorize, tlic  em- 
ployment of  the  officurs  and  clerks,  and  with  the  annual 
salaries  hereinafter  specified,  to  wit :  One  Assistant  Treas- 
urer, with  a  salary  of  $2,800;  one  cashier,  with  a  salary  of 
$-2,8()0;  one  assistant  cashier,  with  a  salary  of  $3,500; 
one  chief  of  the  division  of  issues,  witli  a  salary  of  $2,200; 
one  chief  of  the  division  of  redemption,  with  a  salary  of 
$2,200;  one  chief  of  the  division  of  loans,  with  a  salary 
of  $2,200;  one  chief  of  the  division  of  accounts,  with  a 
salary  of  $2,200;  one  chief  of  the  division  of  Mation,al 
banks,  with  a  salary  of  $2,200  ;  two  principal  bookkeep- 
ers,  each^vith  a  salary  of  $2,200;  two  tellers,  each  with  a 
salary  of  $2,200  ;  two  assistant  tellers,  each  with  a  salary 
of  $2,000;  one  chief  clerk,  with  a  salary  of  $2,000;  fifteen 
clerks  of  qlass  four;  fifteen  clerks  of  class  three;  eleven 
of  class  two,  and  nine  of  class  one;  one  messenger  in 
charge  of  mails,  with  a  salary  of  $1,000  ;  nine  messengers, 
with  a  salary  of  $900  each  ;  five  messengers,  with  a  salary 
of  $700  each;  siirty  female  clerks,  with  a  salary  of  $600 
each  ;  five  laborers,  with  a  salary  of  $600  each  ;  and  seven 
female  laborers,  at  a  salary  of  $250  each.  And  the  officers, 
clerks,  employes  hereby  authorized,  shall  be  in  lieu  of 
all  the  force  now  employed  in  the  said  office;  and  the 
amountnecessary  topay  the  salaries  of  said  officers,  clerks, 
and  epiploy6s,  in  addition  to  the  aiiiountlieretofore  pro- 
vided for  jhe  present  pscal  year,  is  hereby  appropriated 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

I  send  to  the  desk  a  communication  from  the 
Ti-easurer,  which  I  desire  to  have  read  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  letter: 
Trea,sury  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  Marc/i  29,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Since  my  communication  to  you  of  the 
1st  of  Di'oember  and  the  11th  of  January  last,  wherein  I 
stated  the  tlKui  needs  and  wants  of  this  olSce,  the  whole 
bn.^inrssof  the  offioe  has  been  so  largely  increased,  mainly 
in  consequence  of  the  organization  of  national  banlcs,and 
by  their  di'signation  as  depositories  and  financial  agents  of 
the  Government,  that  it  has  become  necessary  that  the  rec- 
ommentlations  in  those  communications  should  be  essen- 
tiallymodified,  so  as  to  meet, tire  present  exigencies  of  tiie 
altered  circums^tances. 

The  provisions  of  seclion  six  of  the  act  of  March  14, 
1864,  autliorize  the  appointment  of  twenty-nine  additional 
clerks  in  this  office  "  during  the  rebellion  and  for  one  year 
alter  its  close."  This  merely  changes  such  temporary 
clerks  as  were  employed  in  this  office  in  October,  1863,  to 
clerks  with  the  same  compeiisation  that  they  then  received, 
to  permanent  clerks  for  the  time  specified  in  the  act.  Since 
that  time,  the  clerical  force  of  the  office,  especially  of  the 
higher  classes,  has,  on  account  of  the  largely  increased 
labor,  been  considerably  increased;  and  the  labor  is  still 
increasing  day  by  day,  and  will  require  for  its  accomplish- 
ment still  more  clerks  of  the  higher  grades. 

I  find  it  impossible  to  keep  up  the  work  with  such  per- 
sons as  can  be  had  at, the  present  inadequate  pay. allowed 
for  clerks,  without  taxing  the  energies  of  many  of  the  em- 
ployes beyond  the  point  of  human  endurance. 

Since  r  assumed  the  duties  of  this  office,  its  business  has 
increased  more  than  a  handred  fold,  fliany  of  the  em- 
ployes are  compelled  to  work  double  and  some  triple  pifice 
hours,  and  tliis  can  only  be  done  by  working  late  and  early 
and  Sundays. 

'J'he  price  of  living  has,  since  the  salaries  .were,  fixed, 
doubled.  The  drain  into  the  Army,  the  enlarged  commer- 
cial and  manufacturing  busine.ss  operations()f  the  country, 
and  the  large  increase  of  banks,  have  created  a  grqat  dem.ind 
for  the  peculiar  kind  of  talent  requisite  for  clerks  in  this 
Office. 

Few  clerks  i^re  needed  who  are  not  either  experts  in  the 
handling  of  money  or  thoroughly  familiar  with  accounts, 
and  well  versed  in  book-keeping  by  double  entry.  In  fact, 
most  of  them  should  be  equal  to  the  management  of  the 
business  of  a  bank  or  of  a  large  ujercantile  iioijse. 

Thepliiceofehief  of  the  division  of  redemptions  has  now 
been  vacant  for  over  three  months,  and  although  you  kindly 
offered  to  contribute  fioln  the  fund  under  the  loan  law  two 
hundred  dollars  more  than  the  law  allows  for  the  salary,  it 
has  been  found  injpossible  to  properly  fill  it.  The  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  that  single  division  are  now  tenfold 
greater  than  were  those  of  the  whole  offioe  three  years  ago. 
And  the  same  is  true  in  degree  of  other  divisions  of  this 
office. 

I  iiave  been  obliged  toiwithdraw  the  cashier  from  his 
appropriate  duties  and  place  him  in  charge  of  this  division, 
to  the  great  (letrinient  of  th^businessof  tlieoffice  generally. 

The  cashier,  the  -Assistant  Treasurer,  ami  myself  have 
been  compelled  to  contribute  from  present  inadequate  sal- 
aries to  the  pay  of  others,  in  order  to  b(!  able  to  retain  their 
indispensable  services  Iti  the  offioe.  Many  of  the  best 
cleriA,  Including  sonie  of  the  highest  grade  allowed  by  Jaw, 
have  resigned  their  places  becanso  of  the  insufficiency  of 
the  pay.  No  less  than  Ibnr  such  have  for  that  cause  and 
for  being  overworked  sent  ypu  tlieir  resignations  as  clerks 
in  this  office  Within  a  week. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  become?  my  duty  frankly 
to  Slate  the  fact  that  I  am  no  longer  abl.'  to  conduit  the 
business  nlFairs  of  the  office  satisfaoiorily  to  myself  or  with 
safety  to  the  public  Interest  without  a  thorough  rcorgani- 
jsation  ;  without  this  I,  too,  shall  he  compelled,  however 


reluctantly,  to  yield  my  place,  .so  that  some  one  maybe 
appointed  in  my  stead  who  has  the  talent  to  "  make  brick 
without  straw." 

This  reorganization  is  now  imperative  on  account  of  the 
vast  new  responsibility  thrown  upon  the  office  by  its  be- 
coming the  custodian  of  all  the  securities  of  wfiatever  kind 
or  for  whatever  purpose  of  all  the  national  banks.  Three 
hundred  and  fifty  of  these  banks  are  already  fully  organ- 
ized, and  have  deposited  United  States  bonds  to  secure 
their  circulation.  Ofthls  number,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  have  already  been  designated  as  depositories  and  finan- 
cial agents  of  the  Government,  and  have  deposited  their, 
securities  as  such.  The  United  States  Depository  accounts 
have  thus  been  increased  within  four  months,  from  sixteen, 
including  the  offices  of  the  Assistant  Treasurers,  to  one 
hundred  and  filiy-tliree,  with  a  certainty  of  constant  in- 
crease for  some  time  to  conie. 

The  necessary  business  transactions  in  this  office  in  the 
past  year,  as  evidenced  by  the  books,  exceeded  two  and  a 
iialf  billion  dollars,  involving,  it  is  believe(l,  more  risk  and 
pecuniary  responsibility  than  the  management  of  any  other 
institution  in  the  world. 

'  In  addition  to  the  charge  of  the  bank  securities,  and  fha 
keeping  of  the  accounts  of  such  as  have  been  designated 
as  depositories,  and  the  accounts  proper  of  the  office  at 
Washington,  which  are  larger  than  those  of  any  Assistant 
Treasurer,  this  olfice  has  the  charge  and  final  accounting 
for  of  all  the  other  offices  of  the  Treasury.  Vet  the  salary 
of  the  Treasurer  is  less  than  the  salary  of  some  of  the  As- 
sistant Treasurers.  The  justice  or  injustice  of  this  is  left 
for  others  to  decide, but  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  salaries 
of  the  other  officers,  clerks,  and  others  employed  in  this 
oflice  and  who  cannot  be  induced  to  sacrifice  their  private 
interest,  if  is  a  duty  required  of  ine  to  speak. 

The  reorganization  of  the  office,  with  the  necessary  In- 
crease of  pay  to  insure  its  efficiency,  as  per  schedule  an- 
nexed, is  tlierefore  most-respectfully  but  earnestly  recom- 
mended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  FRANCIS  E.  Sf^lNNEE,     ' 

Treasxtrer  of  the  United  States. 
Hon.  S.  P.CHA3E,Seerefarj/o/  the  Treatury,  WashingtoHf 

District  of  Colu,mbi(i. 

Schedule  of  jrroposed  appointments  and  pay  for  employes  in 
the  office^  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

The  Assistant  Treasurer $2,800 

The  cashier 2,800 

The  assistant  cashier 2,500 

The  chief  clerk 2,400 

The  chief  of  the  Division  of  Issues. 2,400 

The  chief  of  the  Division  of  Redemptions.,...  ,...   2,400 

The  chief  of  the  Division  of  Loans . ,. 2,400 

The  chief  of  the  Division  of  Accounts. 2,400 

A  chief  of  the  Division  of  National  Banks ,,,    2,400 

Two  principal  book-keepers,  each 2,200 

Two  principal  tellers,  each 2,200 

Two  assistant  tellers,  each 2,000 

Fifteen  clerks  of  class  four,  each 1,800 

Fifteen  clerks  of  class  three,  each 1,600 

Eleven  clerks  of  class  two,  each..., ^4'"* 

Nine  clerks  of  class  one,  each lJ500 

One  messenger  ill  charge  of  mails 1,000 

Nine  messengers,  each .....' 900 

Five  assistant  messengers,  each 700 

Sixty  female  clerks,  each 600 

Five  laborers,  each ,   600 

Seven  female  laborers,  each 240 

Not  to  be  in  addition  to  any  persons  now  employed,  but 
in  lieu  of  all  that  are  now  employed  in  the  oflice  of  tUe 
Treasurer  of  the  Uinted  Stales. 

The  amendment  wets  agi:t;ed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN^  ,1  now  offer  anolh'^r 
amendment,  which,  if  adopted,  is  to  precet^e  ll^e 
section  just  agreed  to: 

^nd  beit  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  present 
fiscalyear,  the  salary  of, the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
giiall  be  $6,000  per  annum. 

The  present  Treasurer  of  |he  United  States  haa 
heavier  responsibilities  upon  him  than  probably 
any  other.officcr  in  the  Government.  His  salary 
formerly  was  $3,000.  Two  yearsago,  I  think,  the 
Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  salary 
be  raised  to  |6,000.  Six  thousand  dollars  now  is, 
to  be  sure,  more  than, §3,000  was  when  the  salary 
was  fixed,  but  not  very  largely,  in  excess  of  it.  At 
the  time  it  was  recommended,  two  years  ago,  it 
was,  on  motion  of  some  gentleman,  struck  down 
to  ^5,000.  Two  of  the  Assistant  Treasurers  in 
lOtlier  places — New  York  and  San  Francisco— 
who  are  second  to  him,  receive  ^6,000  a  year. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  is  very  averse  to 
increasing  salaries,  and  it  has  come  to  the  con- 
clusion arrived  at  in  this  case  with  extieme  reluct- 
ance; and  with  reference  to  the  amendment  that 
has  just  been  made,  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee became  sati.sfied  from  personal  examination 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  (.o  con- 
duct the  business  of  the  office  with  safety  and 
propriety,  that  the  changes  niade  there,  and  whiqh 
were  also  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  should  be  made.  There  is  no  specific 
;recomniondation  with  reference  to  the  salary  of 
the  Treasurer,  We  are  a,ware  of  his  responsi- 
bilities; we  are  aware  that  he  is  offered  much 
higher  pay  to  go  elsewhere,  as  hia  clerks  have 
been  offered  higher  pay,  and  taken  away  from  him. 
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He  piefors  to  stay,  and  I  dare  say  lie  will  stay 
if  we  do  not  increase  his  salary;  but  it  seemed  to 
a  niajdrity  of  the  committee,  considering  the  im- 
mense increase  of  responsibility,  considering  tliat 
formerly  the  Treasurer  of  the  "United  Slates  was 
a  mere  clerk,  and  a  clerk  of  a  low  grade,  com- 
jiared  with  what  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  now  is,  considering  the  immense  labor  that 
lie  has  to  perform,  considering  the  great  differ- 
•  ence  in  the  expenses  of  living  at  the  present  time, 
we  thought  it  an  act  of  absolute  justice  to  the 
Treasurer  to  place  his  salary  at  least  upon  a  par 
with  that  of  any  of  his  assistants  outside  of  the 
city  of  Washington.  This  was  the  conclusion 
arrived  at  by  a  majority  of  the  committee;  and  I 
submit  it  for  the  Senate  to  decide  whether  or  not 
it  is  advisable.  I  may  add  that  there  is  no  bet- 
ter officer  in  any  Government  than  General  Spin- 
ner, tlie  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales. 

Tiie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
I''  Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  adoption  of  these 
amendments  renders  it  necessary  to  go  back  to 
page  12  and  make  a  little  change  in  the  provisions 
there.  In  line  two  hundred  and  sixty-three,  after 
the  words  "  assistant  cashier,"!  move  to  insert 
"chiefs  of  divisions." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSEIMDEN.  In  line  two  hundred  and 
sixty-four,  before  the  word  "  clerks,"  I  move  to 
insert  "  officers,"  and  after  the  word  "  messen- 
gers," in  the  same  line,  to  insert  "employes." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
,-.     Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Now  I    move  to  make 
the  appiopriation  |tl70,340  instead  of  j]^109,980, so 
as  to  make  the  clause  read: 

For  compensation  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
Assistant  Treasurer,  cashier,  assistant  casiiirr,  cliiefs  of 
divisions,  chief  clerk,  the  officers,  clerlis,  messengers,  as- 
sistant nicsscngers,  employes,  and  laborers  in  his  office, 
§;170,3J0. 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  have  another  amend- 
•-iment,  which  is  recommended  by  the  Committee 
•'on  Finance  as  a  new  section: 

\dnd  he  il  further  enacted,  That  twenty  per  cent,  be  added 
to  the  annual  compensation  of  the  messengers,  watchmen, 
and  laborers  employed  in  the  several  Departments  and  un- 
•  der  the  Commissioner  of  I'ubUc  Buildings,  to  commence 
on  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  to  terminate_  at  the  close  of 
the  next  fiscal  year,  and  to  be  calculated  only  upon  the 
amount  of  compensation  accruing  after  the  approval  of  this 
act:  Proiideil,  however,  That  no  salary  lie  increased  hereby 
so  as  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $900.  And  the  sums  necessary 
to  pay  the  adilitionalconipensatiim  herein  specified  for  the 
present  and  the  next  fiscal  year  are  hereby  appropriated. 

The  Senate  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
a  petition  from  this  class  of  public  servants,  re- 
questing an  increase  of  their  salary.  The  commit- 
tee were  compelled,  fiom  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  to  examine  into  the  matter,  and  became  en- 
tirely satisfied  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary, 
in  order  that  these  men  tnighl  live  upon  their 
pay,  to.increase  their  compensation.  Rents  have 
increased  enormously,  and  the  prices  of  all  ar- 
ticles have  increased  enormously.  Many  of  these 
men,  a  very  large  portion  of  them,  have  families, 
nnd  large  families,  and  it  is  utterly  impossible  for 
them  to  live  decently  upon  the  pay  they  receive. 
The  committee  were  somewhat  in  doubt  in  what 
way  to  elTect  the  object,  but  they  concluded  to 
add  twenty  per  cent.,  which  would  raise  a  salary 
of$GOU,  for  instance,  to  about  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars,  which  is  not  too  much,  but  that 
no  salary  should  be  raised  above  the  sum  of 
$900  by  the  addition. 

As  1  said  with  rtigard  to  the  other  case,  the 
committee  cumc  to  the  conclusion  reluctantly,  for 
they  arc  averse  to  recommending  an  increase  of 
pay;  l)Ut  there  an;  no  priiicif)les  of  economy  in 
our  Government  or  in  any  Government  which 
require  that  public  servants  should  not  receive  a 
decent  support  out  of  their  labor  for  the  Govern- 
ment, and  we  were  satisfi<d  that  these  emfiloyes 
could  not  receive  it  from  the  smnll  salaries  which 
they  are  now  in  the  receiptof.  Wo  haveopposed 
almost  invariably,  in  nJmost every  case  strongly, 
the  increase  of  any  of  the  opf<*r  "class  of  salaries, 
those  of  <j)2,000  and  upward,  and  have  succeeded 
in  preventing  it.  We  aie  of  o|iinion  that  men 
receiving  enough  lo  live  on  comfortably  and  re- 
epoctably  must  be  contented,  if  they  occupy  high 
places,  in  some  degree  with  the  honor  of  occu- 
pying the  jilaces.  If  we  increased  anywhere, 
We  canK!  to  the  conclusion  it  should  be  among 
-■  lho.se  who  receive  the  lowest  pay,  laborers,  watch- 
men, messengers,  and  those  men  who  me  actu- 


ally siifTering  in  consequence  of  the  very  low  rate 
of  pay  and  froin  tlie  great  exjxnise  of  living. 
They  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion  to  reicom- 
mend  that  twenty  per  cent,  be  added  to  the  an- 
nual pay  of  this  class  of  persons. 

Tiie  amendnieiU  was  agreed  to.  •.'u':..  , 

Mr.  MORGAN.  As.  it  is  utterly  impo^s'ible 
to  get  through  this  bill  to-night — for  there  are  a 
good  man}'  amendments  to  be  offered,  and  there 
is  a  necessity  for  an  executive  session — I  move 
that  the  Senate  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business. 

MESSAGK  FR05I  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPiiekson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed  a  bill 
(No.  185)  to  establish  a  postal  money-order  sys- 
!tem;  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  was 
requested. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  agreed  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  287) 
to  change  the  name  of  the  district  and  port  of 
Presque  Isle  to  the  district  and  port  of  Erie. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  agreed  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  302) 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  and 
equalize  the  grade  of  line  officers  of  the  United 
States  Navy,"  approved  July  16,  1862. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  a  bill  "(No.  395) 
to  provide  a  national  currency,  secured  by  a 
pledge  of  United  States  bonds,  and  to  provide  for 
the  circulatioi)  and  redemption  thereof;  in  which 
-it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

TEHRITOllY  OF    MONTANA. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  insisted  upon  its  disagree- 
ment to  the  ametidinents  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
of  the  House  (No.  15)  to  provide  a  temporary 
government  for  the  Territory  o-f  Montana,  asked 
a  further  free  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  thereon,  and  had  appointed 
Mr.  Edwiv  H.  Webster  of  Maryland,  Mr. 
William  S.  Holman of  Indiana, and  Mr.  James 
M.  Marvin  of.  New  York,  managers  at  the 
same  on  its  part. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  wish  to  make  a  motion 
in  regard  to  the  Montana  bill,  which  has  just 
been  returned  froin  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  a  request  on  the  part  of  that  House  for  a 
committee  of  conference.  I  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate insist  on  its  amendments,  and  agree  to  the 
conference  asked  for  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  When  that  bill  is  taken 
up,l  desire  to  submit  a  motion  that  the  Senate 

The'pRESIDlNG  OFFICER.  Th6  bill  can 
only  be  taken  up  now  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  object  to  it  if  there  is 
to  be  a  debate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  I  do  not  want  to  debate  it 
myself.  1  do  not  care  when  it  is  taken  up,  but 
whenever  it  comes  up  I  wisii  to  submit  a  motion 
to  recede. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  the  objection  to  be  withdrawn.  The 
Senator  from  Minnesota  moves  that  the  Senate 
insist  upon  its  amendments. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  move  that  the  Senate  re- 
cede from  its  amtnidtnents,  which  will  pass  the 
bill;  but  I  think  we  had  better  not  take  the  vote 
now.  The  motion  can  be  pending,  and  1  should 
like  to  have  the  )'eas  and  nays  ufion  it. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  If  the  Senator  insists  on 
that  motion,  1  prefer  that  the  matter  should  go 
over. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  object  to  this  matter 
being  taken  up  now. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  un- 
derstood tlie  Senator  from  Maine  to  withdraw  his 
objection. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     No,  sir.  * 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Then  itcannot 
come  up. 

HOUSE  BILLS  UEFEUUED. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  severally  read  twice  by  their  title, 
and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  (No.  185)  to  establish  a  postal  money- 


order  system — to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads. 

A  bill  (No.  395)  to  provide  a  national  currency 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  United  States  bonds,  jind 
to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption 
thereof — to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Morgan.] 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  some  time 
spent  in  the  consideration  of  executive  business, 
the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT ATF^ES. 
Monday,  ^pril  18,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 
■^  BANK  BILL. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  Saturday  last, 
by  which  the  bank  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  "is  not  in  order 
at  this  time.  The  House  at  the  adjournment  on 
Saturday  ordered  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  now,  and  that  order  must  be 
carried  into  effectas  soon  as  the  bill  can  be  reached. 
When  the  bill  has  been  read  a  third  time,  the 
gentleman  can  move  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  another  question  of 
privilege.  1  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Fenton]  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  a  matter  which  ia 
behind  the  engrossment;  and  until  the  order  for 
engrossment  is  reconsidered,  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider a  vote  by  which  an  amendment  was  adopted 
cannot  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  BROOKS.     Can  I  enter  the  motion  now.? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  give  no- 
tice of  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  BROOKS.     1  give  that  notice. 

CALL  OF   STATES  FOR  BILLS. 
The  SPEAKER,  as  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness, proceeded  to  call  the  States  for  bills  intro- 
duced on  leave. 

JANE  B.  EVANS. 
Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jane  B.  Evans;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second   time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents. 

B.   F.   KENDALL. 

Mr.  PERHAM  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  estate  of  B.  F.  Kendall;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

PENSION  LAWS. 
Mr.  O'NEILL,  of  Pennsylvania,  introduced  a 
bill  amendatory  of  the  pension  laws;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

BOUNTY  LAWS. 

Mr.  O'NEILL,  of  Pennsylvania,  introduced  a 
bill  amendatory  of  the  bounty  laws;  which  was 
read  a  first  anij  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

PAY  OF  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  STEVENS  introduced  an  act  regulating 
the  pay  of  certain  officers  in  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  which  was  read  a  first  nnd  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
RELIEF  FOR  EAST  TENNESSEE. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  presented  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  re- 
questing Congress  to  make  provision  for  relieving 
the  destitute  people  of  East  Tennessee;  which 
was  referred  t(i  tlie  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IJOUNBAUY  OF  IOWA. 

Mr.  KASSON  introduced  a  bill  to  extend  the 

western    boundary  of  the  State  of  Iowa  to  the 

Missouri  river;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 

time, nnd  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 
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MESSAGE  FROM  TI^P  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,, by  Mr.  Forney, 
their  Secretary,  informed  tlie  House  tliat  the  Sen- 
ate hiive  passed  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  65) 
directing  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  tlie 
war  to  examine  into  tlie  recent  attack  on  Fort 
Pillow,  with  an  amendment;  in  which  theconcur- 
-■rence  of  the  House  was  requested. 
'  Also,  tiiut  the  Senate  liad  passed,  bills 'of  the 
following  tiiles;  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
Hpuse  was  requested: 

An  act  (No.  106)  to  prohibit  certain  sales  of 
.gold  and  foreign  exchange; 

-!,Anact(No.  160)  grunting  land  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  certain  railroads  in  the  Slate  of 
Wisconsin;  and 

An  act  (No.'  181 )  in  reference  to  donation  claims 
in  Oregon  and  Washington. 

The  SPEAKER,  as  the  next  regular  order  of 
jbusiness,  proceeded  to  call  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories for  resolutions. 

EVENING  SESSIONS. 
Mr.  WILSON  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tion, upon  which  he  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
■jM'on: 

Resoloed,  That  alter  tliis  day,  unless  otherwise  ordered, 
(except  Saturdu}?,)  Ihi:  FIousu  will  take  a  recess  at  thirty 
miimtos  alwr  louro'crloclt  and  meet  acain  at  seven  o'clock 
for  the  tiaiisaction  of  business  ;  that  during  the  day  session, 
until  otherwise  ordered,  the  House  will  consider  the  bill  to 
provide  internal  revenue,  &c.,  and  during  the  evening  ses- 
sion other  business  will  he  considered  in  its  order. 

.,.,  Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  hope  the  gentleman 
•will  withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion long  enough  to  allow  me  to  aslc  a  question. 

Mr.  WILSON.     1  will  hear  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     I  ask  the  Chair  whether 
under  that  ri?soluiion  as  it  reads,  it  will  be  com- 
petent for  the  Plouse,  beforehalfpastfour  o'clock, 
to  adjourn  over  until  t-lie  next  day,  if  it  does  not 
-desire  an  eveniitg  session,  or  must  the  whole  or- 
.  der  be  revoked  in  order  to  do  so? 
V.    The  SPEAKER.     It  would  be  in  order. 
i:,,.M»-.  PENDLETON.     1  ask  further,  whether 
the  regular  order  of  business  in  the  evening  will 
proceed  as  it  does  in  the  morning,  commencing 
wiih  the  morning  hour  at  seven  o'clock.''     I  would 
like  to  have  it  amended  in  that  way  if  it  will  suit 
the  gentleman,  provided  that  be  not  the  meaning 
of  it  now. 

;.The  SPEAKER.  The  effect  of  the  resolu- 
tion will  be  to  make  tlie  tax  bill  the  special  order 
during  the  entire  day  session,  and  then  the  reg- 
ular order  of  business  will  commence  in  the  even- 
ing just  the  same  as  if  the  Journal  had  been  read 
at  seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  That  is  what  I  desire 
to  accomplish.  •  •  •■'' 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  intention  «ftd 
scope  of  the  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  its  operation 
i\\ii  resolution  was  adopted,  there  being,  on  divis- 
ion— tiyes  88,  noes  32. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  tTie  resolution  was  adopted;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  tQ  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to, 

FINANCES  AND  TAXATION. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
and  moved  the  previous  question  on  their  adop- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  presRnt  condition  of  the  country 
and  Us  finances,  i4  is  the  imperative  duty  of  ('ongress  to 
raise  the  taxes  so  as  largely  to  increase  tlie  revenue  of  the 
Government.  For  that  purpose  a  much  higher  rate  of  duty 
«honl(l  bt'.  imposed  on  all  luxuries  imported  from  abroad, 
and  a  liiglu'r  rate  ol  taxation  should  be  imposed  upon  uli 
luxuries  produced  in  the  United  Slates. 
I  _  Resolved,  That  the  expansion  uf  the  bank  circulation  of 
tile  country,  producing  general  and  ruinous  speculation, 
bhould  be  repressed  by  taxing  theissucsof  the  State  banks. 

Mr.  CRA'VENS  demanded  tellers  on  second- 
ing the  previous  question. 

,     Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cravens 
find  Arnold  were  appointed. 
"  Tlie  House  divided,  and  the  tellers  reported — 

.^^yes  52,  noes  48. 

[j^.So  tin.' previous  question  was  seconded, and  the 

jmtiin  qmsiion  ordered. 


olu  lions. 


The  question  was  first  taken  on  the  first  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  RANDALL, ofPennsylvania.  Isitin  or- 
der to  move  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding 
the  words  "and  national  banks.'" 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,  the  resolution  be- 
ing under  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BROOKS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  second  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  62,  nays  46;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alleyj  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ar- 
nold, Ashley,  Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  liaxter,  Beaman, 
Blaine,  Francis  1*.  Blair,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Boutwell,  Boyd, 
Broomall,  Ambrose  VV.  Clark,  Cole,Creswrll,  Henry  Win- 
ter Davis,  Donnelly.  Eckley.  Farnsworth,  Frank,  Grinncll, 
Higby,  Hooper,  Asahel  W.' Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard, 
Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Ktlley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Long- 
year,  McBride,  IWcOlurg,  iVlnorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel-Mor- 
ris, Amos  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Per- 
ham,  Price,  William  H.  Ilaiidall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John 
H.  llice,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy, 
Upson,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
Windom,  and  Woodbridge — 62. 

NAVS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Au-. 
gustusC.  Baldwin,  Bliss, BrookSjWiiliamG.  Brown,  Chan- 
lor,  Clay,  Cravens,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Gan- 
son,Griswold,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Uerrick, 
Hutchiiis,  Kernan,  King,  Law,  Lazear,  Long,  Mallory, 
Marcy,  McDowell,  McKinney,  MUldleton, Nelson,  Pendle- 
ton, Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Ross, 
John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Sweat,  Wheeler,  Chilton 
Ai  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfteld,  Fernando  Wood, 
aiid  Yeainan — 46. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  KELLEY  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Leonard  Myers,  was  detained  from  the  House 
by  indisposition.' 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  to  reconsider  the  votes 
by  which  the  resolutions  were  adopted;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DERANGEMENT  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  moved  the  previous  question  on  its- 
ad  option: 

Resolved,  That  in  tlie  judgment  6f  this  House  the  pres- 
ent deranged  condition  of  tlie  public  finances  can  only  be 
cfi'eclually  remedied  by  reducing  the  amount  of  the  paper 
currency  of  tiie  country;  and  that,  as  the  only  effective 
remedy,  the' Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  he  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  to  re|ieal  an  aet  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
a  national  currency  secured  by  the  pledge  of  United  States 
stocks,  and  to  provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption 
thereof,"  approved  Febiuary  25,  1863,  and  to  limit  paper 
circulation  to  legal  tender  notes  issued  by  the  Treasury 
Department  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  being  on  seconding  the  previous 
question;  Mr.  Holman  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Holman 
and  ThXyer  were  appointed.  ^ 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  40,  noes  60. 

So  the  House  refused  to  second  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Massachusetts.  I  rise  to 
debate  the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  resolution  goes 
over,  under  the  rule. 

ABANDONED  REBEL  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  asked  unanimous  consent  to 
offer  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  to  inquire,  and  report  to  the  House, 
by  what  warrant  or  authority  the  act  rnlitled  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  abandoned 
property  and  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  in  insur- 
rectionary districts  within  the  United  States  was 
approved  on  the  ]2th  day  of  March,  1863,  and 
whether  said  act  is  in  force. 

Mr.  COBB  objected. 

INCREASE  OF  IMPORT  DUTIES. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
ti'oduced  a  joint  resolution  providing  that  for 
sixty  days  after  its  passage,  all  duties  on  im- 
ported goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  now  pro- 
vided by  law,  shall  be  increased  by  the  addition 
of  fifty  per  cent,  thereto;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time. 

I'he  SPEAKER.  This  bring  a  proposition  to 
tax  the  people,  it  must  go  to  the  Committee  of 
ilie  Whole  (111  the  stiUc  of  the  Union,  if  there  be 
objection  to  considering  it  \Y\  the  House. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.     1  object. 


Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suppose  I  cannot  move  to 
suspend  the  rules  till  the  morning  hour  has  ex^ 
pired. 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  till  the  morning  hour 
shall  have  expired. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  withdraw  it  for  the  presents 

COLORADO  AND  ARIZONA  MINERAL  LANDS. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  upon  the  adoption  of  which  he 
demanded  the  previous  question:  •. 

Whereas  the  Govermnent  of  the  United  States  in  suc- 
ceeding to  the  sovereignty  of  the  regions  of  country  in 
whicli  the  mines  of  Colorado  and  Arizona  are  situated  be- 
came invested  with  a  complete  proprietary  title  to  said 
mines;  and  whereas  no  act  of  Ccnigress  lias  been  passed 
alienating  or  providing  for  the  disposal  of  any  part  thereof 
or  prescribing  measures  for  tlie  use  and  working  of  tlieM; 
and  wliereas  individuals  and  compajiies  are  assuming  own- 
ership and  oeenpation  and  aiteinpting  to  work  some  of 
these  mines,  and  are  iudiieing  the  investment  of  capital  in 
them  by  innocent  parties:  Therefcne, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  take  sucli  measures  as  in  his  judgment  in-iy  be 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  mineral  lands  and  mines  of  Colorado  and  Ari- 
zona, until  the  proper  legislation  shall  be  provided  by  Con- 
gress.;     .         ,    .    ; 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  If  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  would  modify  the  preamble  of  the  resolu- 
tion so  as  to  say,  "  the  most  part  of  the  lands" 
instead  of  "all  the  lands,"  I  tliink  it  would  be 
better.  If  I  understand  it  tlie  resolution  embraces' 
all  the  mineral -lands  in  Cali.ftirnia.  Now,  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  as  everybody 
knows,  has  decided  that  a  portion  of  those  lands 
belongs,  by  virtue  of  previous  groins,  to  individ- 
uals. '*• 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  will  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  there  is  noth- 
ing about  California  in  the  bill. 

iVIr.  STEVENS.  The  same  question  of  pri- 
ority of  Spanish  grants,  I  believe,  applies  to  many 
of  the  lancis  in  the  Territories. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  The  resolution 
only  applies  to  such  mineral  lands  as  are  in  the 
possession  of  the  Government.  I  will,  however, 
cheerfully  accept  the  suggestion  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  if  the  resolution  is  lia- 
ble to  the  construction  which  he  gives  it,  but  1  do 
not  think  it  is. susceptible  of  that  interpretation. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  why  he  does  not  include  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Idaho  and  Nevada  as  well  as  those  of 
Colorado  and  Arizona? 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  think  the  spec- 
ulations 1  have  referred  to  apply  to  the  Terri- 
tories of  Colorado  and  Arizona  only.  Compa- 
nies have  been  organized  in  New  York  under 
which  innocent  parties  are  induced  to  invest  their 
means  under  the  pretense  that  the  lands  are  owned 
by  the  companies. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE, of  Illinois.  I  should  like 
to  know  what  action  the  gentleman  proposes  the 
President  shall  take  in  the  matter?  ■  -    ■  ■  :  ; 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Th6'  pi'evious 
question  has  been  ordered.  1  suppose  debate  is 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
NewYork  who  offered  this  resolution  will  allow 
it  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territo- 
ries, Or  to  some  committee.  It  involves  import- 
ant questions  which  1  think  should  not  be  dis- 
posed of  here  without  any  debate. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  This  is,  in  my 
judgment,  a  case  which  demands  immediate  ac- 
tion, or  else  the  object  of  it  will  be  lost. 

Mr.  McINDOE.  I  move  to  lay  the  preamble 
and  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  would  like 
to  inquire  again  whatobject  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  expects  to  accomplish  by  the  passage 
of  this  resolution?  What  can  the  President  do? 
These  lands  are  subject  to  private  entry  the  same 
as  any  other  [itiblic  lands. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     Not  the  mineral  lands. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  from  Now  York  will  have  leave  to  ex- 
plain his  resolution. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  FERtVANDO  WOOD.  The  object  of  the 
resolution  is  to  ]irotect  some  valuable  interests 
whicli  the  Government  possesses  in  the  mines 
and  mineral  lands  of  Colorado  and  Arizona.  At 
a  time  like  the  present,  when  all  the  great  inter- 
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ests  of  tlic  country  are  in  jeopardy  in  consequence 
of  the  almost  entire  exhaustion  of  the  positive, 
*  solid  property  of  the  nation,  I  think  it  is  incum- 
bent upon  Congress  and  upon  the  EKecutive  to 
protect  ail  the  property  which  the  Government 
actually  possesses. 

1  believe  there  are  interests  of  the  Government 
in  these  mines  and  in  these  mineral  lands  almost 
enough  to  pay  the  public  debt^  Now,  sir,  it  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  companies  are  being  organ- 
ized every  day  in  New  York  for  the  purpose  of 
working  these  mineral  lands.  In  fact,  a  mining 
board  has  been  created  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
posing of  this  new  mining  stock.  Those  compa- 
nies, as  I  stated,  are  created  for  the  purpose  os- 
tensibly of  working  these  mines  belonging  to  the 
Federal  Government,  and  innocent  parties  are 
induced  to  make  investments  in  these  speculative 
companies,  thus  absorbing  a  large  amount  of  the 
capital  of  the  country,  and  creating  to  some  ex- 
tent the  stringency  in  the  money  mark(;t  of  which 
tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  now  complains. 

Mr.  KASSON.  If  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  allow  me  to  ask  a  single  question,  I 
desire  to  know  why  his  resolution  does  not  em- 
brace all  the  mineral  lands  of  all  the  Territiories 
not  covered  by  grants  made  piior  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  such  territory  by  the  United  Slates  ? 

1  will  state,  if  the  gentleman  will  permit  me, 
that  I  laid  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recently  a  communication  respecting  a 
'  latediscovery  of  very  valuable  coal  lands  in  Wash- 
ington Territory.  The  coal  is  of  a  very  superior 
quality,  and  is  attempted  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
ipose  of  private  parties  to  the  exclusion  of  the  in- 
terests of  th^^overnment. 

I  desire,  ifthe  resolution  is  to  pass,  to  put  itin 
a  form  to  make  iteffective  in  otherdirections;  and 
to  make  iteffective  1  think  that  it  is  indispensable 
that  it  should  go  before  a  committee  of  the  House, 
where  a  bill  can  be  framed  to  cover  all  the  sub- 
jects, and  not,  as  it  is  now  before  the  House,  to 
cover  a  few  subjects  which  may  now  be  prom- 
inent in  the  city  of  New  York.  ..'. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  In  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa,  I  will  say  that  there  is  a 
bill  pending  bet'ore  this  House,  reported  on  the 
18th  of  March,  (No.  344,)  in  relation  to  mine&and 
minerals  on  the  public  domain.  There  has  been 
no  action  by  the  House  in  reference  to  that  bill 
whatever.  In  the  mean  time  these  large  interests 
are  being  occupied  and  worked  to  the  disadvant- 
age of  the  Government,  rendering  the  Govern- 
ment title  thereto  insecure.  In  a  letter  which  I 
received  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  he  asks  pointedly  for  some  immedi- 
ate legislation  on  this  question.  I  therefore  pre- 
pared this  resolution  that  some  immediate  action 
may  be  taken  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  is  the  only  competent  officer,  in  the 
absence  of  any  congressional  action,  to  protect 
these  minesand  mineral landsfrom  encroachment. 
Mr.  BENNET.  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  per- 
mission of  tlie  gentleman  from  New  York  I  wish 
f  to  say  a  word  or  two.  I  think  he  is  mistaken  in 
saying  that  the  occupation  of  these  mineral  lands 
in  any  wise  alTcxts  the  title  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  The  Government  has  never 
worked  their  mineral  lands  itself,  but  its  citizens 
liave  been  allowed  to  go  upon  ilH;m  and  to  work 
them  under  certain  rules  and  regulations  of  their 
own  making.  This  has  ever  been  the  practice 
in  reference  to  mineral  lands — I  mean  gold  and 
silver  lands — and  it  cannot  affect  the  title  of  the 
-Government  of  the  United  States  that  citizens  arc 
allowed  to  go  upon  these  lands  and  work  them. 
.1  can  say  to  tlie  gentleman,  on  the  contrary,  that 
this  privilege  tacitly  allowed  to  the  citizens  is 
yielding  great  advantage  to  the  Government  by 
iJ^v.ing  Uiisgoldand  ailvcrproduced  and  put  into 
..circulation.  i3y  allowing  ciiizen.s  to  go  upon  lhe.se 
mineral  lands  and  to  work  tlum  has  produced 
,,more  than  five  sixths  of  the  present  circulation  of 
gold. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD  rose. 

,.     Mr.   BENJNET.      One    word    further.     The 

.gentleman  has  referred  to  companies  forming  in 

llie  city  of  N(!W  York.     I  want  to  say  that  the 

companies   being  formed  tlii're.  i)y  the  cilizens  of 

Colorado  Territory  are  for  the  piirpo.se  of  work- 

^ing  these  mineral  land.s.     Tiny  are  6onrt_/((2«  com- 

,  panie.s.     What  outsiders  are  doing;,  what  the  cit- 

.jzons  of  New  York  are  doing,  I  cannot  say,  prob- 

]ably  these  arc  aome  Jiumbug  companies,  for  there 


is  such  a  thing  as  counterfeit  coin;  but  I  do  know 
that  many  of  the  best  citizens  of  Colorado  and 
New  York  are  obtaining  capital  in  New  York 
city  to  produce  gold  from  those  lands  and  to  put 
it  into  circulation  not  only  not  to  the  detriment, 
but  resulting  to  the  advantage  of  the  Government. 
As  to  mining  s.tocks  in  New  York,  I  do  not  see 
but  they  are  as  legitimate  as  railroad  or  other 
stocks.  The  gentleman  talks  of  putting  the  oc- 
cupants off  these  lands.  This  cannot  be  done. 
The  only  thing  that  should  be  done  is  to  pass 
some  liberal  statute  to  aid  the  occupant,  or  else 
let  him  entirelyalone  to  work  out  liis  own  salva- 
tion. A  reasonable  tax  would  not  be  objected  to 
in  these  war  times  by  the  miners,  but  it  should 
be  accompanied  with  statutory  protection  to  the 
miner  in  his  possessions.  With  the  same  pro- 
priety the  gentleman  might  propose  to  drive  the 
settlers  off  the  agricultural  public  lands  becau9C 
they  are  producing  corn  and  wheat,  as  to  drive 
off  those  who  are  producing  gold. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  citizens  are  working  these  mines,  the  ex- 
clusive property  of  the  Government,  and  that  if 
my  resolution  be  delayed  these  mines  will  be  ex- 
hausted, so  that  when  they  come  back  into  the 
hands  of  the  Government  they  will  be  compara- 
tively valueless. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Permit  me 
to  call  the  gentleman's  attention  to  the  question 
which  I  proposed.  What  is  it  that  he  expects 
the  President  to  do.'  Is  he  to  raise  a  force  and 
go  into  the  mines  and  drive  the  miners  off.'  We 
all  know  that  in  Colorado,  Nevada,  and  Califor- 
nia the  settlers  go  upon  these  claims,  and  hold 
them  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  Territory.  It 
is  the  law  we  had  in  Illinois,  as  my  colleagues  will 
bear  me  witness,  that  before  the  public  lands  were 
entered  a  man  could  go  on  and  make  a  settlement, 
and  hold  it  against  all  comers.  It  is  the  same 
here.  If  the  President  is  directed  to  take  posses- 
sion of  these  lands  he  will  l^ave  to  do  it  by  mili- 
tary force.     He  will  have  to  drive  the  miners  off. 

1  will  tell  the  gentleman  from  New  York  what 
the  i-esuli  will  be.  I  have  lived  in  a  niining  coun- 
try half  of  my  life,  and  when  1  went  to  the  mines 
of  Galena  they  were  precisely  in  the  same  condi- 
tion as  these  mines  are.  They  were  reserved 
from  market,  and  the  Government  undertook  to 
send  an  agent  out  there  to  collect  rents  from  the 
miners.  In  1835  Jeff.  Davis  was  ordered  down 
from  Prairie  du  Chien  with  troops  to  drive  the 
miriers  away  from  the  lead  mines  of  Dubuque. 
The  Government  Undertook  to  protect  its  rights, 
and  after  many  years  of  this  trouble  and  bringing 
into  the  country  all  sorts  of  quarrels,  the  result 
was  that  the  Government  found  itself  seven  or 
eight  thousand  dollars  worse  off  than  nothing. 
That  will  be  the  condition  of  things  here.  As 
the  gentleman  from  California  has  saiji,  if  yuu 
undertake -to  do  anything  of  that  kind  in  these 
regions  you  will  have  civil  war  there  at  once. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  yield  to  me  a  moment.' 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  cannot  yield  to 
any  further  interruption. 

Mr.  SHANNOJN.  I  hope  the  resolution  will 
be  voted  down. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  In  reply. to  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  who  asks  me  what  I  pro- 
pose the  President  shall  do,  I  refer  him  to  the 
language  of  the  resolution  itself.  The  resolution 
says  that  the  President  shall  proceed  in  any  way 
which  his  judgment  may  dictate  to  protect  the  in- 
terest of  the  Government  in  these  mines  and  min- 
eral lands.  I  assume  that  the  President  is  clothed 
with  ample  power  under  the  laws  of  Congress  to 
protect  the  property  of  the  country  and  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Govt-rnmenl.  1  do  not  propose  that 
he  shall  involve  himself  in  any  serious  difficulty 
or  civil  war  in  reference  to  the  repossession  of 
these  lands;  but  1  do  say  that  when  the  Govern- 
ment is  resorting  to  most  extraordinary  shifts  for 
the  |)urpose  of  replenishing  its  Treasury,  when  it 
is  adopting  a  system  of  unprecedented  and  oner- 
ous taxation,  when  its  expenditures  are  ten  limes 
its  legilimate  receijUs,  when  it  is  straining  its 
credit  to  the  utmost  extent,  when  it  finds  it  ne- 
cessary to  (li'pnv<' the  Siati'.s  of  tin;  cxcliisive  right 
•of  regulating  their  own  piivale  affaiis  through 
tliiir  monetary  instil  utions;  1  say,  undcrihesecir- 
cuni.siaiiceH,  it  is  incumbent  upon  Congrcas  and 
till-  GoVLinnient  to  make  available  its  positive  and 
valuable  resourccu.     If  a  few  men  in  the  city  of 


New  York  can  absorb  a  capital  of  §50,000,000  in 
the  creation -of  mitfing  institutions,  why  cannot 
the  Government  throw  into  the  market  the  right 
of  working  these  mines.'  Why  cannot  it  stop  in 
and  say  this  is  Government  property,  and  not  the 
property  of  Wall  street  speculators  and  individ- 
uals.' And  why  cannot  it  make  application  of 
their  immense  values  for  the  purpose  of  replen- 
ishing its  exhausted  Treasury  ?  Before  resorting 
to  these  extraordinary  modes  of  taxation,  and  to 
the  extraordinary  series  of  legislative  acts  pro- 
posed for  our  consideration,  let  us  replenish  the 
Treasury  from  these  available  resources,  and  cut 
down,  the  Government  expenditures  fifty  percent., 
as  in  my  judgment  can  be  done  without  any  det- 
riment to  the  public  service. 

Therefore,  without  any  consultation  with  any 
of  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House,  but  be- 
ing in  possession  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Edmorrd', 
the  Coriimissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
having  some  knowledge  of  the  transactions  of 
Wall  street  in  reference  to  this  question,  beiiev'- 
ing  that  there  are  thousands  of  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  these  mineral  lands  which  belong  to  the 
Government,  and  believing  that  we  should  resort 
to  every  available  means  of  raising  a  revenue,.! 
have  offered  this  resolution  that  the  President  df 
the  United  States  may  do  that  which,  in  hisjudg- 
ment,  was  best  for  the  preservation  of  thess 
rights  and  the  protection  of  public  property. 

I  renew  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table, 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  my  col- 
league that  he  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman froiTi  Iowa,  [Mr.  Kasson,]  and  make  the 
resolution  apply  to  all  the  Territories  recognizing 
existing  grants  by  former  GovernrTients. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  agree  to  that  modifica- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  has  now 
expired,  and  the  House  resumes  the  consideration 
of  the  national  currency  'bill. 

UNMUSTERED  SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  West  Virginia,  asked  unan- 
imous consent  to  offer  tlie  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  Inquire  into  tlic  expediency  of  paying  officers 
and  soldiers  wlio  have  Inch  in  tlic  actual  service  of  tlie 
United  States  wilhont  being  mustered  into  service  s  and  thkt 
they  have  leave  10  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  i 

Mr.  HOOPER.     I  object. 

NATI0X.4L  CURRENCY. 

TliCiHouse  resumed  the  consideration  of  an  act 
(H.  R.  No.  395)  to  provide  a  national  currency  se- 
cured by  a  pledge  of  United  States  bonds  and  to 
provide  for  the  circulation  and  redemption  thereof; 
and  the  bill  being  engrossed,  was,  by  order  of  the 
House,  read  the  third  lime. 

Mr.  HOOPER  moved  the  previous  question  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  wish  to  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time.       • 

The  SPEAKER.     That  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Isitdebata- 
ble.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  debatable,  as  the 
House  is  acting  Under  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Have  I  not  the  right  to  give 
the  reasons  why  I  think  the  vote  should  be  re- 
considered.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  answer,  in 
the  language  of  the  Digest,  on  gage  154: 

"  Where  a  vote  taken  timler  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
vious question  is  reconsidered,  llio  question  is  then  divested 
of  the  previous  question,  and  is  open  to  debute  aiui  auieud- 
uieiit."  I 

It  is  not,  therefore,  op*ii  to  tlebnte  until  the  vote 
ordering  the  bill  lb  be  engrossed  and  read  a  tliitd 
lime  is  reconsidered. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Has  not  the  bill  been  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.' 

The  SPEAKER.     Il  has  been. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Is  not  that  a  final  action  on 
the  previous  question,  and  has  not  tlie  previous 
quislion  exhiiiistid  itself.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  language  of  the  Digest 
is:  "  The  fact  of  a  question  having  been  decided 
untler  the  operation  of  the  previous  question 
docs  not  prevent  dcbAtO  on  n  motion  to  recorisider 
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if  llie  original  question  was  otherwise  debatable." 
But  tlie  pendency  of  the  previous  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill  arri'Sts  debate. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  But  before  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  seconded,  a  motion  to  reconsider  is  cer- 
tainly in  order.  Tiiat  is  a  privileged  question; 
and  1  do  not  want  to  be  deprived  of  that  privi- 
lege. 

The  SPEAKER.  Certainly  not;  the  Chair  has 
entertained  the  motion. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  The  rule  says  that  the  fact  of 
a  question  having  been  decided  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  previous  question  does  not  prevent 
debate  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  if  the  original 
question  was  otherwise  debatable.  The  original 
question  here  is  certainly  debatable  after  the  pre- 
vious question  is  exhausted. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pendency  of  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  moved 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  prevents 
debate. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  But  the  previous  question  has 
.not  been  seconded. 

The  SPEAKER.     Its  pendency  arrests  debate. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  1  have  so  much  respect  for  the 
Chair  that  I  am  disinclined  to  appeal  from  its 
decision. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  decided  in 
accordance  with  the  unbroken  usage  of  the  House, 
and  with  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  of  great  par- 
liamentary experience. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  The  Speaker  must  be  con- 
scious that  if  this  be  established  as  a  precedent 
it  will  be  utterly  impossible  hereafter  ever  at  this 
stage  of  a  bill  to  move  a  reconsideration. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  entertained 
the  motion  to  reconsider;  it  is  only  the  question  of 
its  being  debatable  that  the  Chair  decides  against 
the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  contend  that  under  the  rule 
I  have  a  right  to  debate  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Massachusetts.  Is  it  in 
order  to  move  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 
the  table.' 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  while  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  is  on  the  floor.  The  Chair  decides 
t[>at  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  the  right 
to  make  the  motion  to  reconsider  and  to  have  n  vote 
of  the  House  upon  it,  but  that  no  debate  can  take 
place  on  it,  in  consequence  of  the  motion  pending 
for  the  previous  question.  The  Chair  calls  atten- 
tion to  page  136  of  the  Manual,  which  states  that — 

"  It  is  ill  order,  pending  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion (111  tlie  passage  of  a  l)ill,  to  move  a  reconsldnratioii  of 
the  vote  on  its  engrossment,  liut  such  motion  is  not  de- 
batable under  the  practice  wliicli  lias  prevailed  for  many 
years." 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Then  I  ask  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  withdrav/  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question  to  enable  me  to 
make  a  single  remark. 

Mr.  PIO'OPER.  I  cannot  withdraw  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Well,  sir,  I  shall  not  forget 
the  discourtesy  hereafter.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  ROLLINS,  of  New  Hampshire.  I  move 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion. 

'I'he  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  73,  nays  66;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mes.srs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson, Arnold, 
Ashliy,  John  U.  Ualdwin,  Baxter,  iJeaJiian,  Blaine,  Jacoli 
B.  Blair,  Boniwcll,  Boyd,  Biooiiiall,  William  G.  Brown, 
Aiiilirose  W.  (Jlark,  I''ro(!iiiaii  Clarke,  Cohb,  Cole,  Ores- 
well,  Dawes,  Ueininj,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Farnsworth,  Fen-' 
till,  I'Vaiik,  Gariield,  Gooeh,  Griiiiiell,  Higljy,  Hooper, 
At.alK-1  VV.  Ilutihurd,  John  H.  Hubliard,  Jenekes,  Julian, 
Kasson,  Kelley,  Franeis  W.  Kellogs,  Orlando  Itellogg, 
JiOan,  l.oiiHyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClnrg,  Mclndoe, 
Samuel  F.  IVliller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morri>:,  Amos 
My<M-s,  Norlon,^CIiarles  O'Neill,  Ortli,  Patterson,  Perliani, 
rric(^  VVilliani  H.  Itaiidall,  Alexander  H,  Biee,  John  H. 
llice,  Edward  II.  Rollins, Sliannoii,  Sloan,  Smith, Stevens, 
't'linjer,  tJp>oii,  Eliliu  B.  VVashburne,  William  B.  Wasli- 
limii,  VVehst'ir,  Williams,  VVilder,VVilson,  Wiiidom,  and 
VVoodbridge— 75. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  VVilliaiii  J.  Allen,  Au- 
tju. :IU3  U.  Baldwin,  Franeis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  Cliau- 
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ler,  Clay,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge, 
Fiiick,  Ganson,  Griiler,  Griswold,  Hall,  Harding,  Harring- 
ton, Benjamin  G.  Harris,  (Charles  M.  Harris,  Hcrrick,  Hol- 
inan,  Hotclikiss,  llutehins, VVilliani  Johnson,  Keriian,  King, 
Kiiapp,  Lazear,  Long,  Mallory,  Marry,  McAUisler,  Mc- 
Dowell, McKinncy,  Middleton,  William  H.  Miller,  James 
R.Morris, Morrison,  Nelson, Noble, Odell,  Pendleton, Pome- 
roy,  Prnyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat, 
Thomas,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White, 
Joseph  W.  Wliite,  Wintield,  Fernando  Wood,  and  Yea- 
man — 66. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 

table. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

Upon  the  motion  57  voted  in  the  affirmative  and 
66  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  57,  nays  76;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen, 
Augustus  C.  Baldvi'in,  Franeis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks, 
Clianler,  Clay,  Cravens, Dawson,  Denison, Eden,  Eldridge, 
Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hall,  Harding,  Harring- 
ton, Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Hol- 
maii,  William  Johnson,  Keriian,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  La- 
zear, Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McKinney,  Mid- 
dleton, James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble",  Odell, 
Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Kadford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Scott.  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Sweat, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield, 
Fernando  Wood,  and  Yeaman — 57. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ar- 
nold, Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  Boutwell,  Broomall,  William  G.  Brown, 
Ambrose  VV.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Cres- 
well,  Dawes,  Deming,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Farns- 
wortli,  Feiiton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooeh,  Grinnell,  Higby, 
Hooper,  Hotchkiss,Asaliel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard, 
Jenekes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  VV.  Kellogg,  Or- 
lando Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  Mc- 
Clurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill, 
Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Ncn'ton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orlh, 
Patterson,  Perliam,  Price,  VVilliani  H.  Randall,  John  H. 
Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Stevens, Thayer, 
Thomas,  D'pson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Elihu  B.  Washbuine, 
VVilliani  B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wil- 
son, Windom,  and  Woodbrldge — 76. 

So  the  bill  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  recurred  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BROOKS  called  for  tollers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Brooks  and 
Hooper  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  73,  noes  48. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Tiie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  78,  nays  63;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Jacob  B 
Blair,  Boutwell,  B()y<l,  Broomall,  William  G.  Brown,  Am- 
brose W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  (^reswell, 
Dawes,  Deming,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Farnsworth, 
Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooeh,  Grinnell,  Higby,  Hooper, 
Hotclikiss,  Asaliel  VV.  Ilubbaid,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenekes, 
Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  VV.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kel- 
logg, Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mcln- 
doe', Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Ortli,  Patterson, 
Perliam,  Price,  William  H.  Randall,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Stevens,  Thayer, 
Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Elihu  B.  Washburne, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wil- 
son, Windom,  and  VVoodbridge — 78. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen, 
Baily.  Augustus  C.Baldwin,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss.  Urooks, 
Chanler,  Clay,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge, 
Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hall,  Harding,  Harring- 
ton, Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  llerriek,  Hol- 
man,  Hutchins,  William  Johnson,  Kernan,  King,  Knapp, 
Law,  Lazear,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McKin- 
ney, INIiddleton,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Mor- 
rison, Ni^lson,  Noble,  Odell,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Radford, 
Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B. 
Steele,  Stiles,  Slrouse,  Stuart,  Thomas,  Wheeler,  Chilton 
A.  White,  Joseph  W.  VVliite,  Wintield,  Fernando  Wood, 
and  Yeaman — 63. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  ELDItlDGE  stated  that  his  colleagui;,Mr. 
Brown,  had  paired  with  Mr.  Sciienck  for  ten 
days.     If  they  iiad  boon  here  Mr.  Bkov/n  would 


have  voted  against  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Schenck  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  PRICE  stated  that  Mr.  Smithers  was  de- 
tained from  the  House  in  consequence  of  sick- 
ness. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  that  he 
was  absent  from  the  Flouse  on  important  busi- 
ness, and  came  in  just  after  his  name  was  called. 
He  should  have  voted  for  the  bill  if  he  had  been 
in  in  time. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  stated  that  Mr.  EoGEiiTOVV/as 
still  absent  in  consequence  of  sickness. 

The  vote  was  announced  as  above  recorded. 

Mr.  PIOOPER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INCREASED  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  submit  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  resolu- 
tion, until  the  1st  day  of  July,  18G4,  all  the  duties  and  Im- 
ports upon  Imporied  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  now 
provided  by  law.  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  fifty  per 
cent,  thereto,  and  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  mercliandise 
now  free  or  exempt  from  duty,  there  shall  be  levied  and 
collected  a  duty  often  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.     I  object. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  move  that  tlie  rules  be  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose  1  have  indicated. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Does  the  gentleman  pro- 
pose to  refer  the  resolution  to.  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  for  discus- 
sion ? 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  If  he  does  I  will  with- 
draw niy  objection. 

Mr.  STEVENS  made  no  response. 

Tlie  House  divided;  and  there  were — ayesSl, 
noes  43;  two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  80,  nays  45;  as  follows; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Fraiicis 
P.  Blair.Jacob  B.  Blair,  lioutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Wil- 
liam G.  Brown,  Ambrose  VV.  (;inrk,  Cobb,  (;ole,  Cre.-,WH||, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Deming,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Fento  i, 
Frank,  Garfield,  Gooeh.  Grinnell,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotcli- 
kiss, Asaliel  VV^.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hiibbard,  Kassini,  Kel- 
ley, Franeis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellocg,  Loan,  Long- 
year,  Marvin,  McAllister,  McBride,  iMcUUirg,  Mclndoe, 
Samuel  F.  Miller,Moi)rhead, Morrill,  Daniel  Mcnris,  Amos 
Myers,  Noble,  Norton,  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orib,  Pat- 
terson, Perliam,  P(uneroy,  Price,  William  H.  Raiid::ll,  Ale.x- 
anderH.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Kollins,  Sliaiinoii, 
Sloan,  Smith.  John  B.  Steele,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Tracy, 
Upson,  Van  Valkcnburgli,  Elihu  13.  Washbuine,  Wiiliam 
B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Win- 
dom, VVoodbiidge,  and  Yeaman — 8(J. 

NAYS  — Mes'sis.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen, 
Brooks,  Chanler,  Cravens,  Dawson,  DeniNOii.  Eden,  Eld-~ 
ridge,  Finck,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Beiijamiii  G.  Harris, 
Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Hutchins,  William 
Johnson,  Lazear,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  IVlcDowell,  Mc- 
Kinney, Middleton,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nchiiii, 
NobIe,"Pendleton,  Pruyn,  RadfordjRobinscm,  Rogers,  Jume3 
S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Thomas, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  and  Fernando  Wood 
—45. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  two  thirds  not 
voting  in  favor  thereof. 

TAX  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  of 
the  flouse  that  the  tux  bill  be  made  a  special  or- 
der in  the  day  session  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Wliole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  for  to-iuorrow 
and  from  day  to  day  until  disposed  of. 

There  was  no  objection,  ami  it  was  so  ordered. 
MONTANA. 

Mr.  WALLACE,  of  Idaho.  I  move  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  business  upon  the  Speaker'a 
table,  to  take  up  House  bill  No.  15,  to  provide  a 
temporary  governitient  for  the  Territory  of  Mon- 
tana, and  that  the  House  further  iiisi.si  upon  its 
disagreement  to  the  amendinoiiis  of  the  Senate, 
and  ask  for  it  furllier  free  conference  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  between  the  tu'o  Houses. 

The  «PEAKER.  The  House  liasalready  ap- 
liointed  a  commiltoo  of  conforence,  with  instruc- 
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tioiis,  to  wliicli  the  Senate  luis  returned  the  fol- 
lowing message: 

In  Senate,  Jljiril  15,  186-1. 
Resolved,  That  the  Senate  dcclinu  to  agree  to  the  fur- 
ther coiiloreiice  asked  by  the  House  of  Kep'resentativcs  on 
t lie  (lisiigrceing  voles  of  the  two  (louses  on  bill  of  the  House 
No.  1  j,  to  provide  a  temporary  government  for  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Montana,  upon  the  terms  proposed  by  tlie  reso- 
liilion  of  the  House. 

Tiie  nioliorv  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  WALLACE,  of  Idaho.  I  move  that  the 
House  further  insist  on  its  disagreement  to  the 
nniendments  of  the  Senate,  and  ask  for  a  further 
free  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  between 
the  two  Houses,  and  on  that  motion  I  demand 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  ask  to  have  entered  a 
motion  to  adheie. 

Mr.  WALLACE,  of  Idaho.  That  would  kill 
the  bill. 

Tiie  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  insist. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  afFirmative — yeas  C9,  nays  55;  as  follows: 

yE.\S — iNIessrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley,  Baily, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Jacob  B.Blair, 
Bouiwcll,  Bovd,  Broomall,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose 
W.  Clark,  C'iibb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Donnelly, 
Driggs,  Eckley,  Fenton,  Frank.  Garfield,  Gooeh,  Grinneil, 
Hooper,  Hotehkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard, 
Jenekes,  Kassoii,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg, 
Loan,  Loiigyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike, 
Pomeroy.  Price,  William  H.  Randal.l,  Alexander  H.  Ilicc, 
John  n.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  siiamion,  Sloan,  Smith, 
Thayer,  Upson,  Van  Valkenhurgii,  Klihu  B.  Washburue, 
Whalcj,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom.  and  Wood- 
brldgf— 69. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Au- 
gustus C.  Baldwin,  Francis  P.  lilair.  Clay, Cravens,  Daw- 
son, Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Ganson,  Gridc;r, 
Griswold,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, 
Herrick,  Holman,  William  Johnson,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law, 
Lazear,  Long,  iMallory,  Marcy,  McDowell,  Melfinney, 
William  H.  Miller,  James  U.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson, 
Noble,  Pendleton,  Pruyii,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Kandall, 
Robinson,  Rogers,  Ross,  .Seott,  Stiles,  .Strouse,  Stuart, 
Swiat,  'J'homas,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White, 
Josepli  W.  White,  Winlield,  Fernando  Wood,  and  Vea- 
inan — 55. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  appointed  Messrs.  Webster, 
Holman,  and  Marvin  as  the  managers  of  said 
conference  on  tlio  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WALLACE,  of  Idaho,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  just  taken;  and  also  rnoved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  tl\e  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  I  move  the  following  in- 
sti-ueiions: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  part 
of  the  House  be  instructed  to  agree  to  no  report  that  does 
tn)t  restrict  the  elective  franchise  in  the  Territory  of  Mon- 
tana to  free  white  male  citizens,  or  those  who  have  de- 
clared their  inlenlion  to  become  such. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  in  order,  as  the 
bill  has  passed  frotn  the  House. 

CUAULKS  B.  SHIRLEY. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  1  ask  that,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  resolution  which  was  passed 
yesterday  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts  for  the  benefit  of  Charles  B. 
Shirley,  ijc  amended  liy  the  substitution  of  the 
word  "  June"  for  "  May  ,"so  as  to  make  the  res- 
olution conform  to  facts. 

No  objection  lieiiig  made,  the  resolution  was  so 
amended. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  demand  tlic  regular  order 
of  business. 

PETKU  ANDERSON. 

Mr.  CRESWELL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
give  way  for  a  moment  until  i  can  make  u  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  give  way  for  that  pur- 
pone. 

Mr.  CRESWELL,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
port(;d  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pi-nsions 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Ander.son;  which  wa.s 
read  a  first  and  second  lime,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  IIoiisi!,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed, 

JAMES  WELSH, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRESWELL,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pen.sion.'t  were  discharged  IVom  the 


further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  James 
Welsh, asking  for  a  pension  for  wounds  received 
while  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates;  and  the 
same  was  laid  on  the  tabic. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  AVest  Virginia.  I  ask  leave 
of  absence  for  Mr.  Wiial;ey  for  ten  days  from 
to-day. 

No  objection  being  made,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  accordingly. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa,  I  ask  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  Mr.  DuMONT  for  two  weeks  from  to- 
day. 

No  objection  being  made,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  accordingly. 

GRADE  OP  NAVY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  With  the  con- 
sent of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  I  ask 
leave  of  the  House  to  take  from  the  Speaker's 
table  a  bill  returned  from  the  Senate  for  the  pur- 
pose of  concurring  in  a  Senate  amendment. 

No  objection  being  made,  an  act  (H.  R.  No. 
303)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
and  equalize  the  grade  of  line  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Navy,"  approved  July  16,  1862,  was 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table  for  consideration 
of  the  Senate  amendment  thereto. 

The  Senate  amendment  was  to  amend  section 
four  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  list,"  in 
line  nine,  as  follows: 

And  if  the  disqualification  of  any  officer  so  retired  oc- 
curred in  the  line  of  liis  duly,  or  in  consequence  of  his. 
honorable  fulfillment  of  the  term  of  active  service  prescribed 
by  law,  he  shall  be  place/i  upon  the  retired  list  one  grade 
higher  than  that  from  vvliich  he  was  retired. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in, 
Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table, 

Tlie  latter  motion  was  agreed  to, 

PRESQUE  ISLE, 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  act  (H,  R,  No. 
287)  to  change  the  name  of  the  district  and  port 
of  Presque  Isle  to  the  district  and  port  of  Erie, 
was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table  and  the  Sen- 
ate amendment  thereto,  which  was  to  add  after 
"Erie"  the  words  "State  of  Pennsylvania," 
was  agreed  to, 

MESSAGE  FROM  TIIE  SENATE, 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr,  Forney, 
their  Secretary ,  in  formed  the  House  that  the  Senate 
have  passed  the  following  bills;  in  which  the  con- 
curreiu'i-  of  the  House  was  requested: 

An  act  (No.  129)  to  amend  an  actentitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  corporation  of  Georgetown, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  lay  and  collect  a 
water  lax,  and  for  other  purposes,  "approved  May 
21, 1862; 

An  act  (No.  172)  concerning  the  disposition  of 
convicts  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  subsistence  of  persons  confined  in  jails  charged 
with  violating  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  diiTiinishing  the  expenses  in  relation  thereto; 
and 

An  act  (No.  217)  tor  the  relief  of  Warren  W, 
Green, 

NORTHERN  PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  regular  order  of  business,  being  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  5)  granting  public  lands  to  the  Peo- 
ple's Pacific  Railroad  Company,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  to  the 
Pacific  coast  by  the  northern  route. 

The  bill  was  read  in  cxtenso. 

Mr,  STEVENS.  I  notice  that  the  Cleijc,  in 
reading  the  bill,  read,  as  part  of  it,  the  amend- 
ments recommended  by  the  select  cominittee.  I 
will  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  adopting  all  the 
amendments  recommended  by  the  committee,  if 
there  is  no  objection. 

The  amendments  recommended  by  the  com- 
niiitee  were  adopted  colhxtively, 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  know  that  I  desire 
to  say  anything  upon  this  bill  unless  there  should 
be  soini!  olijcetioii  to  it.    1  hope  there  will  b(;  none. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  the  reading  of  the  bill 
itself  raises  objections  enough,  without  urging 
any  particular  ones,  1  do  object  to  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  for  it  pro|)oses  to  grant  to  this  com- 
pany over  forty-six    million  acres  of  the  pub- 


lic lands;  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  this  is  no 
time  to  engage  in  land  grants  of  this  kind.  It  is 
taking  away  about  one  twentieth  of  the  public 
lands  now  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
granting  them  to  this  company.  Unless  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  desires  to  speak  to  the 
bill  I  wish  to  make  a  motion,  which  will  test  the 
views  of  the  House  in  relation  to  its  inerits.  1 
propose  to  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  wish  to  suggest  an  ainend- 
ment  to  the  bill,  if  an  opportunity  be  given  inc. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr,  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  elev- 
enth section  by  striking  out  the  words  "restrict- 
ing the  charges  for  such  Government  transporta- 
tion," and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words, 
"and  shall  transport  the  troops  and  property  of 
the  United  States  free  of  charge."  I  only  desire 
to  say  that  all  of  the  grants  of  public  lands  for 
similar  purposes  heretofore  inade  have  contained 
the  provision  which  I  propose  to  have  inserted  in 
this  bill.  This  bill  makes  a  very  large  grant  of 
the  public  domain  for  the  benefit,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, of  private  corporations.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  practice  of  requiring  those  railroad  companies 
that  receive  these  bonuses  from  the  Government 
to  transport  its  troops  and  property  free  of  charge 
should  be  incorpoiated  in  this  bill.  The  section 
which  I  propose  to  atmend  confers  certain  powers 
on  Congiess  to  regulate  the  charges  of  transpor- 
tation. That  certainly  is  right,  so  far  a.'^  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mails  is  concerned.  But  in  re- 
gard to  the  transportation  of  troops  and  supplies 
intended  for  the  defense  of  that  great  section  of 
country,  the  Government  should  have  such  trans- 
portation free  of  charge, 

I  believe,  Mr,  Speaker,  that  this  is  the  largest 
grant  of  public  lands  ever  proposed  to  be  made, 
and  will  absorb  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
remainder  of  the  national  domain.  It  will  oper- 
ate, to  that  extent,  in  defeating  the  operation  of 
the  homestead  law.  It  seems  to  me  that  when 
we  are  thus  giving  away  our  public  lands  and 
exhausting  our  resources,  we  should  at  least  .se- 
cure one  benefit  from  it  to  the  nation  at  large — 
that  of  free  transportation  of  the  troops  and  sup- 
plies of  the  Governinent.  We  have  imposed  the 
same  burden  on  other  corporations,  and  I  see  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  do  so  in  this  case, 

Mr.  STEVENS.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  I  will  say  that  in  our  grants  to  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad  we  gave  it  $16,000  a  mile 
in  bonds,  ^48,000  across  the  mountains,  and  ten 
sections  of  land  per  mile;  and  there  the  United 
States  Government  was  to  pay  for  all  transpoita- 
tion  the  same  as  other  individuals.  The  commit- 
tee has  refused  in  this  bill  to  grant  the  company 
any  subsidies  except  in  public  lands  in  that  un- 
broken wilderness.  As  to  these  lands,  the  com- 
mittee was  willing  to  give  to  the  company  almost 
any  amount  that  it  thought  it  could  make  use  of, 
because  the  Government  has  already  devoted  the 
land,  not  for  sale,  but  for  homesteads  of  such  in- 
dividuals as  choose  to  settle  on  it.  The  cominit- 
tee supposed  that  the  true  way  to  provide  for 
homesteads  there  was  to  have  a  railroad  con- 
structed; and  hence  it  proposes  to  give  this  in- 
creased quantity  of  the  public  lands,  while  it  re- 
fuses to  report  any  subsidy.  1  submit  to  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  whether 
he  believes  that  the  value  of  the  lands  heje  given 
approaches  at  all  near  the  amount  of  subsidies 
granted  to  the  other  compiiny. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  undci-stand  that  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  proposes  to  have  the 
grant  of  bonds chang(,'d,  so  that  thecompany  shall 
issue  the  bonds  and  let  the  United  Slates  guaranty 
the  interest  on  them  for  a  number  of  years;  so 
that  the  interest  will  not  be  more  than  the  United 
States  would  have  to  pay  under  the  present  ar- 
rangement, and  would  be  entirely  relieved  of  re- 
sponsibility for  the  capital. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  asks  Congress  to  increase  the  sjbsidies 
from  $16,000  to  §24',000  a  mile, and  from  $48,000 
to  $1)6,000  a  mile. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  whether 
the  bonds  which  the  com[)any  pro.pose  to  i.ssiio 
will  not  be  to  a  larger  amount  than  is  proposed  in 
the  original  bill } 

Mr.  STEVENS.  There  have  been  some  sug- 
gestion.s  of  that  kind,  but  not  in  the  shape  of  u 
proposition. 
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Mr.  WILSON.  I  understand  the  company  is 
willing  to  accept  a  guarantee  of  interest  on  the 
bonds. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  But  if  so,  it  will  be  by  guar- 
antying the  interest  on  a  much  larger  amount. 

Mr.  WILSON.  But,  after  all,  the  aggregate 
amount  of  interest  to  be  guarantied  by  tlie  Gfoy- 
ernment  on  the  increased  amount  of  bonds  will 
be  less  than  the  amount  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  responsible  under  the  original  act. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  may  be  so.  lam  not  dis- 
cussing the  subject  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad 
now.  I  am  in  favor  of  it.  Indeed,  I  am  in  favor 
of  all  these  roads;  and  I  liardly  expected  that  when 
a  company  asks  a  grant  of  lands  that  are  now 
worthless,  there  should  be  any  objection  at  all  to  it. 

Mr.  SLOAN.  I  am  certainly  in  favor  of  the 
purpose  of  this  bill;  that  is,  the  construction  of  a 
)iorthern  Pacific  railroad.  We  believe  that  the 
shortest  route  for  reaching  the  Pacific  is  by  the 
northern  route,  and  if  1  had  any  assurance  that 
the  grant  which  is  proposed  to  be  made  by  this 
bill  would  result  in  the  construction  of  that  road 
I  would  certainly  be  very  earnestly  and  zealously 
in  favor  of  the  bill. 

But,  sir,  I  see  by  the  bill  that  the  grant  of  the 
public  lands  which  it  is  proposed  to  make,  and 
which  it  is  estimated  will  reach  not  less  than  forty- 
six  million  acres  of  land,  is  to  be  given  to  a  cor- 
poration chartered  by  the  State  of  Maine,  a  State 
certainly  the  furthest  removed  of  any  State  in  the 
Union  from  the  scene  of  the  operations  of  the 
proposed  project. 

1  know  nothing  in  reference  to  the  company 
which  is  named  in  the  bill,  nothing  in  relation  to 
its  facilities  or  ability  to  accomplish  this  great 
work  which  the  special  committee  having  this  mat- 
ter in  charge  have  proposed  to  commit  to  it.  If  I 
were  satisfied  that  it  is  composed  of  such  men  as 
will  insure  the  execution  of  the  work,  they  would 
not  have  a  more  earnest  supporter  upon  thisfloor 
than  myself.  But  it  must  be  recollected  that  this 
is  an  enormous  grant  of  land  to  be  donated  to  a 
single  company,  and  that  if  they  should  fail  to  do 
anything  under  it,  they  may  stand  in  the  way  of 
the  organization  of  any  other  company  for  the 
completion  of  this  important  national  work. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  gentleman  will  observe 
that  this  company  have  but  six  months  in  which 
to  elect  vifhether  they  will  comply  with  the  con- 
ditions of  the  grant. 

Mr.  SLOAN.  I  confess  that  I  have  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  the  details  of  the 
bill  so  as  to  understand  all  the  guards  which  the 
committee  have  thrown  around  the  grant.  But, 
sir,  I  desire  to  say  that  without  understanding 
what  the  precedents  have  been  in  this  respect,  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  in  a  work  of  such  national 
importance  as  the  construction  of  a  railroad  be' 
tvveen  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  States,  a  corpora- 
tion should  be  organized  under  this  bill  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  placed  within 
such  limits  and  under  such  liabilities  as  may  be 
deemed  proper,  instead  of  leaving  it  to  a  company 
organized  in  one  of  the  States. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man that  perhaps  an  answer  to  his  inquiries  may 
be  found  in  the  remarks  of  my  colleague  on  the 
committee,  [Mr.  Sweat,]  who,  I  understand,  de- 
sires to  address  the  House  upon  the  subject  of 
this  bill.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  gentleman  will 
allow  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  go  on  and 
submit  his  remarks  in  explanation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SLOAN.   I  will  give  way  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SWEAT.  "I  hope  to  livelong  enough, 
without  looking  forward  to  a  very  long  life,  to  see 
mining  and  agricultural  communities  growing  up 
in  that  interior,  which  sliall  constitute  an  element 
of  peace  and  concord  among  the  States  of  this 
Union,"  were  words  spoken  on  thisfloor  in  May, 
18(J0,  upon  the  very  question  now  under  consid- 
eration, by  a  gentleman  whose  labors  in  behalf  of 
the  project  of  developing  that  vast  extent  of  terri- 
tory between  the  Mississippi  river  and  the  Pacific 
ocnan  entitle  iiim  to  the  liigh  consideration  and 
gratitude  of  the  American  people.  Fie  did  live 
long  enough  to  see  the  initiation  of  a  part  of  his 
idaii  in  the  charter  granted  for  the  Union  Pacific 
or  Central  road,  and  had  he  lived  till  this  time  he 
would  hiive  vrpucrd  still  more  in  this  other  fact 
now  before  us  of  the  unanimous  report  of  your 
committee  in  aid  of  his  favorite  northern  route, 
and  which,  I  trust,  is  to  receive  the  friendly  sup- 
port of  this  Congress.  His  mind,  remarkable  for 
Us  quickness  and  vigor  of  action,  compreiiended 


from  the  first,  not  only  the  importance  in  a  com- 
mercial view  of  opening  a  communication  to  the 
Pacific  ocean  by  railway,  but  upon  the  broader 
ground  of  developing  the  untold  resources  and 
wealth  oftliat  vast,  unsettled, and  almostunknown 
territory  within  our  borders,  and  as  a  means  of 
providing  for  the  military  defense  of  the  greut 
NorihwestofthisRe^jublic;and  totheaccomplish- 
mentof  his  purpose  ofin-vestigating  the  facts  upon 
which  his  theory  was  founded,  and  thereby  di- 
recting the  attention  and  securing  the  interest  of 
our  people  upon  it,  he  commenced  his  labors  in 
1853,  the  results  of  which  are  published  to  the 
country  and  are  now  recognized  as  among  the  most 
valuable  ever  accomplished  by  any  of  our  public 
men.  His  worth  and  ability  as  a  scientific  man, 
«s  a  sound  thinker  and  clear  reasoner,  as  a  fear- 
less and  patient  explorer,  were  only  equaled  by 
his  patriotic  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  Union, 
and  by  the  zeal  and  ardor  with  which  he  hastened 
to  its  defense,  and  by  the  signal  service  which  he 
rendered  to  it  as  an  accomplished,  skillful,  brave, 
and  successful  military  commander,  placing  him 
in  my  judgment  as  scarcely  second  to  any  that 
this  war  has  called  into  action.  I  need  not  say 
that  I  refer  to  General  Isaac  I.  Stevens,  late  of 
Washington  Territory,  who  fell  on  the  field  of 
battle  at  Chantilly,  September  1,1862,  and  I  trust 
I  need  not  apologize  to  this  House  for  this  pass- 
ing tribute  to  one  who  served  the  cause  of  progress 
and  his  country  so  faithfully  and  so  well. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  of  railroads  to  the 
Pacific  is  no  longer  a  chimera.  It  has  been  an- 
swered. They  are  not  only  practicable  but  they 
are  indispensable  as  the  means  of  developing  and 
protecting  that  portion  of  our  country  destined  at 
no  distant  day  to  equal  if  not  transcend  in  im- 
portance any  other  equal  extent  of  our  domain. 
Thanks  to  such  men  as  Lewis,  and  Clark,  and 
Whitney  in  earlier  days,  and  Stevens,  Mullan, 
McLellan,  Lander,  Fiske,  and  others,  more  re- 
cently, public  interest  is  now  centered  upon  this 
grand  movement,  scarcely  second  in  importance 
to  the  reiistablishment  of  peace  within  our  bor- 
ders, for  without  the  development  of  this  portion 
of  our  country  no  peace  can  be  permanently  as- 
sured and  maintained.  The  political  elements 
which  heretofore  have  obtruded  themselves  in  the 
considerations  of  this  question  are  happily  at  rest, 
and  there  is  nothing  now  to  prevent  the  exercise 
of  the  fullest,  wisest,  and  most  national  views 
upon  it.  The  doctrine  of  the  supposed  necessity 
of  keeping  up  an  accuiate  equilibrium  between 
the  slave  and  free  States  is  no  longer  cause  of 
excited  discussions  and  opposition  to  the  improve- 
ment of  important  sections  of  our  country;  and 
that  other  idea  of  placing  the  sea-coast  interests  in 
antagonism  to  the  interior  Stales  is  also  abandoned 
as  having  no  foundation  stronger  than  personal 
or  sectional  prejudices. 

This  bill  authorizes  the  construction  of  a  road 
the  termini  of  which  shall  be  at  some  point  on 
Lake  Superior  at  the  westerly  side  thereof,  in  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  or  Minnesota,  and  some  point 
on  Puget  sound.  For  very  obvious  reasons  it 
was  determined  by  your  committee  not  tg  specify 
in  the  bill  the  precise  starting  point  on  Lake  Su- 
perior, or  the  place  of  termination  on  Puget 
sound.  To  fix  these  irrevocably  by  the  action 
of  Congress  would  place  it  in  the  power  of  spec- 
ulators to  purchase  all  the  land  adjacent,  and,  by 
an  exorbitant  price  for  them,  subject  the  corpo- 
ration to  unjust  and  heavy  burdens  in  the  com- 
mencement of  their  undertaking.  Good  policy 
and  the  interests  of  the  country  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  leaving  the  exact  termini  of' the  road 
undefined  by  the  bill,  and  to  be  hereafter  selected 
by  the  corporation.  The  localities  through  which 
the  road  will  pass  in  crossing  the  State  of  Min- 
nesota and  the  Territories  of  Dakota,  Idaho, 
Oregon,  and  Washington, are  also  left  for  future 
determination  after  accurate  surveys,  Whether 
the  route  of  Stevens  or  Mullan,  or  perhaps  a 
more  southerly  one,  will  be  adopted,  remains  to 
be  decided. 

The  only  limitation  fixed  in  this  bill  is  that  the 
road  shall  not  run  further  south  than  the  forty- 
fourth  and  a  half  degree  of  latitude;  and  I  may 
heresay  that  this  limitation  was  mentioned  in  order 
to  meet  the  fears  eiitertnincd  by  some  of  the  com- 
mittee that  if  this  road  should  run  Anther  south 
it  might  conflict  with  the  interests  of  the  Central 
(Union  Pacific)  road.  Such  a  fear  is  entirely 
unfounded,  It  in  not  posNibjc  that  the  Northern 
Ciin  injuriously  interfere  with  the  Central.    The 


large  extent  of  territory  necessarily  between  them, 
averaging  five  orsix  hundred  miles,  would  forever 
preclude  this  possibility.  One  might  as  well  con- 
tend upon  a  similar  reason  that  there  should  be 
but  one  road  leading  northeasterly  between  St. 
Louis  and  New  York.  And  in  addition  to  this, 
I  am  able  to  say,  from  conversation  with  those 
most  largely  interested  in  the  Central  road,  that 
so  far  from  considering  this  road  as  prejudicial  to 
theirs,  it  would  be  an  aid,  and  they  expressed 
their  earnest  wishes  for  its  success. 

You  will  perceive  on  examining  the  bill  that  it 
is  drawn  carefully  with  reference  to  insuring  the 
early  commencement  of  the  road.  The  fact  that 
no  money  is  asked  by  its  friends  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  raise  doubt  in  the  minds  of  some,  who 
comprehend  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking, 
whether  it  will  not  prove  a  mere  idle  and  useless 
experiment.  It  is  not  so  considered  by  those  who 
are  moving  in  it.  They  believe  that  there  are  ad- 
vantages for  building  this  road,  and  inducements 
for  investing  money  in  it  by  subscribing  for  its 
stock,  which  no  other  route  to  the  Pacific  can 
possibly  command.  While  they  ask  not  a  dol- 
lar of  Govcrtmient  bonds  or  money,  and  by  the 
bill  arc  precluded  from  taking  any  of  the  mineral 
lands  crossed  by  the  road,  and  are  also  prevented 
from  ever  issuing  any  mortgage  or  construction 
bonds  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  they  are 
content  with  the  grant  of  lands  provided  by  this 
act,  and  believe  that  with  this  as  a  foundation, 
and  with  the  assurance  that  no  incumbrance  can 
be  placed  on  it  by  the  company,  stock  will  be  sub- 
scribed for  and  the  work  assured. 

In  relation  to  section  thirteen  of  the  bill,  which 
provides  that  the  act  shall  be  void  unless  bona 
fide  subscriptions  to  the  stock  to  the  amount  of 
$2,000,000  shall  be  procured  with  ten  per  cent, 
paid  within  two  years  after  the  passage  and  ap- 
proval of  this  act,  I  will  here  say,  that  from  as- 
surances made  to  me  by  gentlemen  interested  in 
it,  and  whom  1  know  to  be  possessed  of  large 
means,  that  the  amount  required  can  be  raisi  d  in 
one  week  after  the  passage  of  this  bill.  They 
say,  give  us  twenty  alternate  sections  of  huul  on 
each  side  of  the  railroad  through  the  Terriiorirs, 
and  ten  sections  per  mile  through  the  Stales, atid 
we  are  ready  to  risk  our  money.  This  land  is 
now  virtually  useless  to  the  Government,  and  so 
far  as  surveyed  is  open  to  occupation  and  settle- 
ment ut  mere  nominal  prices.  The  land  which 
v/ill  be  left  afi*r  this  appropriation  to  the  r(ia(l 
will  be  increased  a  hundred-fold  alter  the  road  is 
built;  and  to  meetany  possible  suspicion  that  this 
is  to  be  used  as  a  mere  speculative  scheme  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  hold  of  the  public  lands,  1  beg 
you  to  bear  in  mind  that  by  the  language  of 
the  bill,  expressly  prepared  for  the  purpose,  not 
one  single  acre  of  land  can  ever  vest  in  this  cor- 
poration except  upon  the  terms  of  actually  con- 
structing and  having  ready  for  service  the  road, 
in  sections  of  at  least  twenty-five  miles  each. 

But  it  is  said,  "  Why  grant  this  bill  in  aid  of  a 
company  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Maine.'" 
The  question  was  asked  a  few  moments  since  l)y 
the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Sloan.]  To 
those  conversant  with  the  history  of  "  railroad 
communications  with  the  Pacific"  I  need  not  say 
that  very  serious  question  has  in  past  limes  been 
made  as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  authorize  the 
immediate  agents  of  the  Government  to  engage  in 
such  undertaking.  As  recently  as  J858  President 
Buchanan, in  his  annual  message,  used  the  follow- 
ing language: 

"  It  is  freely  admitted  tliat  it  would  be  inexpedient  for 
tilts  GoveriinKWU  to  exercise  the  power  of  constructiiif:  the 
Pacific  railroad  by  its  own  ininiodiate  agents.  Such  a 
policy  would  increase  the  patronage  of  the  Executive  to  a 
dangerous  extent,  and  introduce  a  systoin  of  jobliiiig  and 
corruption  which  no  vigilance  on  the  part  of  I'oik'rul  offi- 
cials could  either  prevent  or  delect.  'J'his  can  only  be  done 
by  the  keen  eye  and  active  and  caretui  supervision  of  in- 
dividual and  private  interest.  The  construction  of  this  ro.id 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  coinniitted  to  companies  incorpo- 
rated by  the  Sates,  or  other  agencies,  whose  pecuniary  in- 
terests would  be  directly  involved.  Congress  might  then 
assist  them  in  the  work  by  grants  of  land  or  of  money,  or 
both,  under  such  conditions  and  restrictions  as  would  se- 
cure the  transportation  of  troops  and  nuinitions  of  war  free 
from  any  charge;,  and  that  of  the  United  States  mail  at  a 
fair  and  reasonable  price." 

It  was  in  deference  to  such  opinions  as  these,  and 
after  an  unsucccKsful  attempt  to  get  a  charter  di- 
rectly from  Congress,  Ihatapplication  was  mnde  to 
the  Legislature  of  Maine  in  March,  18l)0,fora  char- 
ter. 'I'he  Legislature  of  that  State  was  the  only 
one,  i  thinli,  in  session  so  late  as  March  of  that 
year, and  hence  the  npplioation  there.  Tlie  Speaker 
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of  the  House  at  that  tinio  was  my  colleague  from 
the  fifth  dieirict,  [Mr.  Pike,]  and  one  of  the  dis- 
t'mgui.slud  Senators  from  tiiat  State  [Mr.  Mor- 
rill] was  President  of  the  Senate.  I  ain  not 
aware  that  the  power  has  been  questioned  of  one 
State  gianiiiiga  clinrter  for  building  railroads  out- 
side of  its  territories,  subject,  of  course,  to  the 
consent  of  any  other  State  whose  territory  was  to 
be  ciossed.  In  tlie  exercise  of  this  power  the 
Li\gi.^lature  of  New  York  granted  a  charter  to  a 
eorn|iany  for  theconstructioii  of  a  road  acros.s  the 
Jsthnius  of  Panama,  and  anoiher  time,  I  believe, 
for  a  road  in  Texas.  Tiie  objection  to  Congress 
granting  power  for  sucii  purposes  to  Federal 
agents,  which  existed  years  ago,  seems  not  to 
luive  prevailed  in  1862,  when  the  act  chartering 
the  Central  Pacific  road  was  pas.sed,and  1  am  not 
disposed  to  urge  now  that  there  is  any  soundness 
in  such  an  objection;  but  1  do  not  perceive  any 
good  reason  why  Congress  may  not  legislate  in 
aid  ofucomjiany  chartered  byaStale  which  would 
not  a|iply  with  at  lea.st  equnl  t'orce  to  giving  power 
directly  to  Government  agents  for  the  same  pur- 
poses. 

Tlie  only  other  interest  which  Maine  has  in  this 
project  is  that  which  an  enlightened  public  seiiti- 
nient  on  this  subject  will  create  everywhere;  an 
interest  created  by  her  bold  but  successful  ex- 
periment in  the  Atlantic  tmd  St.  Lawrence  rail- 
road, making  Portland  the  terminus  of  the  longest 
continuous  railway  in  the  woild;  an  interest 
founded  on  the  growth  and  increased  commerce 
of  Portland  and  other  parts  of  the  State,  occa- 
sioned undoubtedly  by  tiiat  road.  In  illustration 
of  this  1  may  be  pardoned  for  stating  thatinl849, 
previous  to  the  opening  of  this  road,  the  exports 
from  tiiat  place  were  otily  ^643,523;  and  in  1863, 
with  the  road  completed  to  Canada  and  thence  to 
Detroit,  they  amounted  to  $5,018,365.  The  im- 
ports in  1849  were  $498,346, and  in  1863  ihey  had 
increased  to  $9,034,526,  including  tliat  which 
passed  througli  under  bond  to  the  Canadas. 

Again  I  say,  as  an  additional  reason  why 
Maine  is  interested,  more  of  her  sons  and  daugli- 
ter.'^,  in  proportion  to  her  population,  than  from 
any  other  Slate,  have  emigrated  to  the  Northwest, 
and  are  now  calling  to  us,  in  the  voice  of  affec- 
tion and  love  of  kindred,  as  well  as  in  behalf  of  the 
gnat  demands  of  commerce  and  for  developing 
this  portion  of  the  ciiuntry,  the  value  of  which 
they  have  learned  from  pt-rsonal  experience  and 
oljservaiiiin,  to  lend  them  our  aid  in  carrying  on 
this  national  work.  Is  this  road  practicable? 
is  it  important.'  are  questions  which  we  are 
called  upon  first  to  answer.  The  one  already 
chartered  is  claimed  to  be  both  pi-aclicable  and 
important,  and  in  this  1  most  fully  concur;  but 
while  1  admit  this  and  would  grantall  reasonable 
aid  to  insure  its  completion,  there  are  advantages 
pertaining  to  the  Northern  road  which,  in  my 
judgment,  no  other  route  possesses.  The  dis- 
tance is  less,  expense  of  building  less,  and  greater 
public  interests  will  be  subserved  by  this  than 
by  any  other  communication  with  the  Pacific. 
'I'hese  points  I  propose  to  establish. 

Accurate  estimates  prove  that  the  distance  from 
Seattle,  a  village  situated  on  Elliott's  bay,  south- 
erly side  of  Piiget  sound,  to  all  our  cities  on  the 
seaboard  is  shorter  by  this  Northern  than  by  the 
Central  route. 

Tlie  lineal  distances  from  Seatlle  via  northern  route,  via  Su- 
jierior  City  anil  St.  Paul,  anil  from  Benicia  via  South 
Pass,  via  Council  lilajfs,  via  St.  Lijuis,  to  these  several 
jiorts  of  the  Atlantic  ami  Gulf  coast,  will  lie  us  follows  : 
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by  the  Northern  route  than  to  the  waters  of  San 
Francisco  by  the  Central  route." 

In  relation  to  obstructions  from  the  snow  and 
severity  of  the  climate,  it  is  too  well  settled  to  re- 
quire discussion  that  nothing  need  be  feared  from 
eitlierof  these  causes;  but  as  1  have  recently  hoard 
some  question  made  upon  this  point  by  a  gentle- 
man on  this  floor,  who  said*  he  had  not  had  an 
opportunity  to  examine  the  subject.  I  will  quote 
from  the  reports  of  Stevens  and  Mullan,and  trust 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  remove  any  further  doubt. 
Mr.  Stevens  says: 

"  111  an  examiiiatioii  of  that  country,  wliicli  I  made  in 
tlie  years  1653-54-55, 1  deemed  it  aliindainental  and  essen- 
tial fact  to  be  determined,  and  it  was  determined  in  a  man- 
ner that  will  enable  ine  to  speak  positively.  'J'lie  passes 
of  the  llocky  mountains,  Hell  Gate,  Northern  Little  Ulack- 
Coot,  and  Cadotte's  pass  were  crossed  by  my  parties  in  the 
months  of  December,  January,  February,  and  March,  in  the 
years  1853-54,  and  in  no  one  of  these  passes  did  they  tind 
more  than  (iiteen  inches  of  snow." 

I  could  quote  at  length  from  all  those  who  have 
surveyed  this  route  and  show  conclusively  that 
there  can  be  no  difficulty  from  snow,  but  there  is 
not  time  for  this.  I  have  the  authorities  before 
me  and  will  show  them  to  any  gentleman  who 
desires  it. 

Again,  he  says: 

"  I  will  now  consider  the  question  of  the  cold.  It  is  al- 
leged that  the  weather  i.s  so  cold  on  the  route  of  the  forty- 
seventh  parallel  that  it  will  be  impiacticuble  to  work  men 
in  the  eonstructioii  of  the  road  for  a  large  portion  of  the 
year,  and  that  it  will  be  impracticable  to  run  cars  for  many 
days  in  the  winter. 

'•  Unfortunately  for  these  opinions,  we  happen  to  have 
observations  on  the.se  points,  and  to  have  great  lines  of  rail- 
road in  operation  over  tracts  of  country  as  cold  and  even 
colder  than  the  route  from  Fort  lientoii  to  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific.  'I'he  moan  winter  teinpeiaiuro  at  Fort  lientoii  in 
1853-54  was  25°  3B'  above  zero.  Tlie  average  at  Montreal, 
on  the  Grand  Trunk  railroad,  lor  the  same  year,  was  13°  22', 
and  for  a  mean  of  ten  years  17°  80' above  zero.  At  (iuebec 
it  was  in  1853-54  11°  tJ3'  above  zero,  and  (or  a  mean  often 
years  13°  30'  above  zero.  On  the  great  Russian  railroad 
fiinn  St.  Petershurg  to  Moscow  the  comparison  is  very 
similar.  The  mean  winter  teniperature  for  a  series  of 
twenty-one  years  at  Moscow  is  15°  20',  and  at  St.  Peters- 
burg for  a  mean  of  twenty -five  years  18°  10'  above  zero. 

"At  Fort  Siielling,  on  the  great  lines  tlirough  Minnesota 
from  St.  Paul  to  Pembina,  and  from  St.  Paul  to  Breckin- 
ri(i<;e,  now  acnially  in  process  of  construction,  the  mean 
wiiiterteniperature  of  1853-54  was  11°  64',  and  the  mean  of 
thirty  five  winters  16°  10',  above  zero.  Thus  in  the  winter 
of  1853-54,  an  unusually  cold  winter, Fort  Benton  was  12° 
warmer  than  Aloiitreal,  14°  warmer  than  Quebec,  14° 
Wiirmer  than  Fort  Siielling,  10°  wariiierthan  Moscow, and 
7°  warmer  than  St.  Pelersburg.  Looking  to  the  Bitter 
Root  vallev,  we  find  its  average  temper.nture  in  the  winter 
of  1853-54"to  be  24°  90',  and  in  1854-55  30°  30'  above  zero, 
iiKiking  it  for  the  two  winters  respectively  10°  and  15° 
warmer  than  at  Moscow,  and  7°  and  12°  warmer  than  at 
St.  Petersburg.  In  1853-54  it  was  12°  warmer  than  atMoii- 
treal,  and  14°  warmer  than  at  Quebec.  But  I  will  not  con- 
tent iiiyfclf  with  giving  you  the  average  winter  tempera- 
tures; let  us  consider  the  greatest  cold  observed.  The 
greatest  cold  in  the  winter  of  18.53-54  was  29°  below  zero 
at  Cantonment  Stevens.  At  Fort  Siielling  it  was  36°,  at 
Montreal  34°,  and  at  Quebec  29°  below  zero,  from  which 
you  will  see  that  on  this  route  tin,'  greatest  cold  is  notequal 
to  the  greatest  cold  on  the  route  of  tlie  Grand  Trinik  rail- 
road of  Canada.  The  same  fact  is  unquestimiably  true  of 
the  great  artery  of  Uussia  from  Moscow  to  St.  Petersburg, 
bill  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  daily  observations 
for  purposes  of  comparison.  We  will  look  at  it  in  another 
point  of  view.  Take  the  number  of  cold  days  when  the 
average  temperature  was  below  zero.  The  average  tem- 
perature was  below  zero  twelve  days  at  Fort  Benton,  ten 
(lays  at  Cantonment  Stevens,  eighieen  days  at  Fort  Snell- 
iiig,  eighteen  days  at  Montreal,  and  twenty-three  days  at 
Quebec.  Thus  you  will  see  that  there  were  more  cold  days 
on  the  line  of  the  Grand  Trunk  railroad,  and  of  the  roads 
in  Minnesota,  than  on  this  Northern  route.  Having  com- 
pared the  average  winter  temperatures,  and  the  number  of 
cold  days,  let  ns  look  at  the  climate  in  another  point  of 
view.  Take  the  number  of  warm  days  when  the  average 
temperature  was  above  the  freezing  point,  and  1  find  that 
at  Fort  Benton  the  thermometer  was  forty-three  out  of 
ninety  days,  and  at  CaiUonment  Slevens  thirty-two  out  of 
ninety  days  above  the  freezing  point,  against  only  six  days 
imt  of  niii(Ay  at  Fort  Snelling,  five  days  out  of  ninety  at 
Quebec,  eight  days  out  of  ninety  at  Montreal,  and  eighteen 
(lays  out  of  ninety  at  Albany — ail  in  the  winter  of  18.53-54." 

These  facts,  all  drawn  by  Mr.  Stevens  from 
official  records,  ought  to  he  enough  to  remove  any 
fear  of  obstruction  by  snow  or  the  severity  of  the 
cold. 

The  testimony  of  Mr.  Mullan  is  the  same;  but 
I  can  only  refer  you  to  his  very  able  report  for 
tlie  details. 

Upon  examination  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Col- 
lins, our  consul  at  the  Amoor,  in  1857-58,  you 
will  find  this  supposed  practical  difficulty  of 
stiow  and  cold  fully  answered  in  his  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  postal  service,  or  system  of  "  post- 
ing" in  Russia.  Surrounded  constantly  by  these 
dilliculiics,  they  have  met  thetn  boldly  and  found 
(hat  their  existence  even  was  only  in  theory.  Dif- 
ficuliieN,  like  il.ingers,  ordinarily  lessen  in  propor- 
tion as  lliey  arc  approached, and  (here  is  no  belter 


illustration  of  this,  in  a  viatetial  point,  than  is 
found  in  the  practicability  of  traversing  that  vast 
extent  of  territory  between  Moscow  and  Irkoutslc 
in  eastern  Siberia,  of  three  thousand  four  hundred 
and  twenty-six  miles,  where  the  cold  and  snow 
are  much  more  troublesome  than  over  any  por- 
tion of  the  Northern  route  to  the  Pacific.  This 
immense  distance  is  traveled  in  Russia  in  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  days  by  the  ordinary  conveyance, 
and  on  special  occasions  for  Government  pur- 
poses it  is  accomplished  in  fifteen  to  twenty  days. 
Says  Mr.  Collitis: 

"  One  of  the  most  singular  features  in  this  route  from 
Moscow,  such  an  immense  distance  over  such  an  im- 
mense waste  of  country,  is  the  fact  that  it  occurs  less  than 
half  a  dozen  times  that  the  change  of  horses  does  not  take 
place  in  a  city,  town,  or  village.  I  have  no  hesilation  in 
saying  that  (passed  through  five  liundred cities, towns, and 
villages." 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  this  country  thus 
described  by  Mr.  Collins  lies  between  the  paral- 
lels of  520an(l  580,  and  that  the  mercury,  over  a 
greater  portion  of  it  during  the  winter,  is  below 
zero,  while  on  the  proposed  route  to  the  Pacific 
the  most  northerly  latitude  probably  will  not  be 
higher  than  470,  and  in  my  judgment  will  not  vary 
much  from  the  average  of  the  forty-sixth  degree 
if  the  best  one  is  adopted. 

1  well  recollect  the  doubts  that  were  entertained 
when  the  Atlantic  and  St.  Lawrence  railroad  was 
first  under  discussion,  as  to  the  practicability  of 
running  the  cars  regularly  in  the  winter;  but  these 
doubts,  though  apparently  founded  on  what  were 
then  considered  sufficient  data  by  the  opponents 
of  the  undertaking,  controlled  not  in  the  least 
those  who  had  determined  to  complete  the  road 
and  prove  by  actual  trial  that  these  doubts  were 
unfounded.  The  road  was  finished,  and  there  has 
been  less  irregularity  and  detention  on  it  caused 
by  snow  than  on  any  other  road  leading  into 
Portland.  It  is  on  the  seaboard  of  our  eastern 
States  that  you  inay  expect  more  difficulties  fr(mi 
snow  than  anywhere  else,  for  there  it  falls, damp 
and  heavy,  and  by  freezing  on  the  rail  is  sure  to 
cause  frequent  delays,  while  in  higher  latitudes 
the  snow  falls  lighter,  and  no  one  fall  being  heavy, 
there  is  no  difficulty  ordinarily  in  running  through 
it  and  sweeping  it  away,  with  a  powerful  engine. 
Actual  experiment  has  demonstrated  this,  over  the 
whole  distance  of  the  Athintic  and  St.  Lawrence 
and  the  Grand  Trunk  railways.  The  greatest 
detention  by  snow  that  I  have  ever  personally 
known  was  on  the  Boston  and  Maine  railroad, 
at  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  when  the  downward 
train  was  kept  more  than  twenty-four  hours  by 
the  drifting  of  damp  snow,  while  the  branch  line, 
not  many  miles  in  the  interior,  on  the  same  day, 
was  not  obstructed  at  all. 

In  view  of  all  the  testimony  on  this  point,  with 
the  many  actual  experiments  already  made,  there 
can  be  no  longer  doubt  that  so  far  as  relates  to 
snow  and  severity  of  climate,  this  road  to  the 
Piuiific  is  entirely  practicable. 

Another  difficulty  has  been  suggested, and  that 
is,  that  on  this  route  there  must  be  many  miles 
of  very  expensive  tunneling.  This  is  another 
great  mistake  which  some  have  fallen  into.  By 
one  of  the  routes  surveyed  by  Mr.  Stevens  it  is 
true  that  a  very  considerable  amount  of  this  work 
would  be  required,  but  this  can  easily  beavoidcd 
by  crossing  another  pass  in  the  mounlaios,  in- 
creasing the  distance  some  two  hundred  and  fifty 
miles.  Upon  this  I  prefer  to  give  you  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Stevens,  as  taken  from  his  report, 
wliicli  is  confirmed  by  Mr.  Mullan: 

"  It  is  objected  to  the  Northern  route  that  it  involves  ex- 
tensive tuiimling.  This  is  not  necessarily  the  case.  The 
Northern  road  can  be  located  with  little  or  no  tunneling,  hut 
at  a  very  great  incri^ase  of  distance. 

"Lieutenant  Mullan  reports  that,  by  his  wagon  pass— 
Mullan's  or  Little  Blacklout  pass — a  railroad  can  be  laid 
across  the  Rocky  TTiouiitains  with  only  a  cut  one  hundred 
feet  deep  through  the  divide,  which  is  but  half  a  mea.-iind 
mile  from  base  to  base,  and  that  no  excessive  grades  will 
he  required  on  the  eastern  approach.  The  descent  down 
the  valley  of  the  Little  Blackfoot  and  Hell  Gate  is  exceed- 
ingly favorable.  Thus  aline  can  be  laid  down  from  tlii! 
Mississippi  to  Olympia,  on  Pniel  sound,  with  hut  short  and 
few  tunnels,  but  which  will  he  two  hnndred  and  seveniy- 
six  miles  long(M'  than  the  roniii  by  Cadoile's,  the  ('(eiir 
il'Aleiie  or  Stevi'iis's  anil  llu!  Sno(|iialniie  passes  to  Seatlle. 
\Vn  cross  the  RiieUy  moil  iitains  by  the  northern  Mule  Biaek- 
foot  or  Mullan's  p:iss.  then  follow  down  the  Little  Black- 
foot  and  Hell  Can:  valleys,  cross  over  iho  Jocko  divide  to 
Hell  Gale,  follow  down  Clark's  fork  to  below  the  I'eiut 
d'Ureille  hike,  cross  over  to  the  Spokane,  and  filially,  afler 
passing  over  the  great  plain  of  tin'  ('olninbia,  follow  down 
the  (,'oliiiiiliia  valley  to  near  the  inonlli  of  llie  (,"o\vlilz,an(l 
reach  the  sound  by  the  easy  and  pnictie.-ilile  line  of  the  t!ow- 
lit/,  mid  imniidiaie  counlry.  If,  instead  of  a  cut  of  half  u 
mill'  Ihroiii^h  Miillairs  pass,  this  dlslancu  should  haviaubu 
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tuiinolud,  tliK  only  rcinainiii!;  tunnels  will  be  at  the  Cabinet, 
tlireo  liuridied  yards  in  length,  fifty  per  cent,  in  basaltic  trap, 
and  Cape  Horn,  seven  hundred  feet  in  length.  By  this  route 
the  distance  to  Olympia  from  St.-  Paul  will  be  two  thou- 
•sand  and  forty  miles,  against  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-four  miles,  the  distance  to  Seattle  by  the  route  of 
the  tunnels. 

"From  the  great  plain  of  the  Columbia,  the  distance,  via 
the  Snoqualinie  pass  to  Seattle,  is  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  miles  less  than  by  the  Columbia  and  Cowlitz  rivers. 

"  In  both  my  preliminary  report  of  ]8.'J4  and  my  final  re- 
port of  1859,  1  recommended  that  from  some  point  in  the 
general  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  Snake  river  there  should 
be  two  branches,  one  to  Seattle,  on  Puget  sound,  across 
the  Snoqualmie  pass,  and  tlie  other  down  the  Columbia 
river  to  Vancouver." 
Captain  Mullan  says: 

"  Those  who  have  carefully  read  the  foregoing  pages  will 
not  fail  to  remark  that  we  discover  a  climate,  via  the  Hell 
Gate  and  Clark's  fork  route,  so  mild  and  favorable  to 
winter  travel  that  a  meteorological  paradox  would  seem 
to  hold  in  this  especial  quarter.  I  liave  noticed  this  so 
often,  and  so  often  taken  advantage  of  it,  that  I  have  been 
disposed  to  regard  the  question  of  snow  in  this  quarter  as 
the  all-determining  element  in  the  location  of  a  Pacific 
railroad  northward  through  the  Rocky  mountain  section. 

"My  own  idea,  therefore,  if  the  line  (rom  St.  Paul,  Min- 
nesota, is  to  be  built,  would  be,  when  it  had  reached  the 
plains  north  of  Fort  Benton,  that  It  should  hug  the  Mis- 
souri closely  by  the  blufts  to  its  north,  and  thence  follow 
the  general  line  of  the  river  to  the  Three  Forks,  tlicnce 
follow  up  the  valley  of  the  Jeff'erson  fork  and  cross  the 
main  rangcof  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the  Deer  Lodge  val- 
]cy,  and  thence  follow  the  Hell  Gate  to  the  Hell  Gate 
rondc;  here  cross  over  to  the  Clark's  fork  via  the  Jocko 
river,  and  follow  down  this  fork  on  its  right  bank  to  the 
lower  e  nd  of  the  Pendd 'Orel  lie  lake;  thence  to  the  Spokane, 
and  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Snake  river;  from  thence  down 
the  Columbia  to  the  mouth  of  tire  Cowlitz,  whence  a  branch 
line  can  easily  be  adjusted  to  Puget  sound.  This  line,  by 
tlie  direction  herein  given,  would  be  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-four  miles  long,  and  say  three  hundred 
miles  longer  than  the  route  proposed  by  Governor  Stevens  ; 
but  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  route  I  here  propose 
involves  no  tunnels;  that  it  follows  a  continuous  line  of 
water-courses;  Ikat  it  wfll  nfver  he  obstructed  hy  snow^  so 
calculated  to  lengthen  the  time  of  building,  and  to  increase 
thedifiieulties  of  running  it  when  built;  that  it  traverses  a 
region  capable  nf  settlement;  that  it  taps  all  the  mining 
regions  where  way  travel  is  destined  to  be  built  up,  and, 
moreov(;r,  passes  along  the  navigable  stretches  of  the  Mis- 
souri, Clark's  fork,  and  Columbia  rivers,  essential  and  eco- 
nomical aids  in  the  first  construction  of  the  road,  truly  it 
seems  not  too  much  to  say  that  this  line  may  be  regarded 
as  subserving  more  advantages  than  any  yet  examined  in 
the  Rocky  mountains  north  of  the  forty-second  degree  of 
northern  latitude." 

But  Still  another  route,  free  from  tunnels,  and 
shorter  than  either  of  those  just  mentioned,  has 
been  suggested  by  Captain  Fiske.  It  is  not  to  be 
found  in  his  late  report;  but  in  a  conversation 
with  him  a  few  days  since  ha  recommended  the 
following  to  me:  crossing  the  Missouri  at  old 
Ree  village,  or  mouth  of  Grand  river,  thence  west 
to  a  crossing  of  the  Yellow  Stone  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  Big  Horn,  thence  up  the  Yellow  Stone 
to  the  three  forks  of  the  Missouri,  tlience  westerly 
through  the  Big  Hole  passes  of  the  Rocky  mount- 
ains, striking  out  to  Snake  river,  and  along  un- 
der the  foot  hills  of  Snake  and  main  Columbia 
rivers  to  the  Dalles  in  Oregcin,  and  from  this  point 
via  Vancouver  to  Puget  sound,  or  direct  to  Port- 
land. In  tracing  this  line  on  the  map  you  will 
find  it  not  to  vary  but  a  few  miles  from  the  forty- 
sixth  parallel  the  whole  distance.  This  route, 
it  is  thought,  would  be  much  nearer  than  any 
other,  and  the  facilities  for  building  far  superior; 
and  it  would  pass  through  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant mineral  regions  in  the  country.  Com- 
mencing at  the  Yellow  Stone  river,  longitude 
106O,  or  thereabouts,  for  a  distance  of  six  hun- 
dred miles,  you  traverse  the  Big  Horn  mines,  Bea- 
ver Head  mines.  Snake  river,  and  Boise,  Salmon 
river.  Powder  river,  and  other  mines,  which,  at 
the  present  time,  employ  a  population  of  about 
eighty  thousand;  and  judging  from  the  increase 
within  the  last  year,  that  number  will  be  more  than 
doubled  within  the  next  twelve  montlis.  As  an  in- 
stance of  the  almost  incredible  emigration  to  these 
localities,  I  undei'stand  that  at  tlieBoise  mines  in 
1863  the  number  employed  did  not  exceed  eight 
hundred,  while  at  the  present  time  it  isestimated 
there  can  be  not  less  than  twenty  thousand.  At 
Beaver  Head  mines,  Idaho,  or  rather  in  Mon- 
tana, there  were  no  white  inhabitants  in  18G2,  but 
in  1863  there  was  a  population  of  one  thousand, 
and  in   1864  not  less  than  twenty-five  thousand. 

But  suppose  this  route  should  not  be  adopted 
by  the  managers  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  and  that 
there  were  no  other  to  be  taken  but  the  one  first 
mentioned,  requiring  long  tunnels;  this  would 
not  deter  in  the  least  those  who  are  enlisted  in  the 
great  work,  it  would  not  even  then  be  so  ex- 
petLsive  or  attended  with  so  many  practical  difli- 
cultics  as  ilic  Central  road  in  crossing  the  Sieri'a 


Nevada  mountains.  The  deep  and  long-extended 
cuts  through  these  mountains  will  make  this,  per- 
haps, the  most  expensive  structure  in  the  world; 
but  for  all  this  our  Government  has  enlisted  in 
the  work,  and  no  aid  should  be  withheld  that  is 
necessary  to  insure  its  completion. 

Is  this  road  important?  Is  it  worthy  the  at- 
tention of  this  Congress.'  It  is  not  credible  that 
at  this  late  day  any  argument  can  be  needed  to 
show  either  the  importance  or  necessity  of  tliis 
northern  communication  with  the  Pacific.  What 
is  the  extent  of  territory  proposed  to  be  opened 
by  the  various  roads  between  the  Missouri  river 
and  the  Pacific?  More  than  one  million  square 
miles,  and  extending  from  the  thirty-second  to 
the  forty-ninth  degrees  of  latitude — large  enough 
for  thirty  States  like  Ohio.  In  the  absence  of  all 
knowledge  of  the  resources  of  this  country,  the 
simple  statement  of  so  vast  an  area  of  unimproved 
land  would  of  itself  preclude  the  idea  that  itcould 
be  too  unimportant  to  attract  public  attention  and 
interest,  unless  one  adopts  the  theory  that  the 
Almighty  created  so  large  a  part  of  the  western 
world  for  naught.  Plappily  we  ai-e  not  obliged 
to  rest  on  the  blind  faith  that  nothing  is  created 
in  vain  to  be  satisfied  tliat  this  territory  was  made 
for  the  abode  of  man,  and  not  only  so,  but  that  it 
is  full  of  wealth  and  capabilities,  inviting  the  en- 
terprise of  the  world.  All  those  who  have  sur- 
veyed this  route  concur  in  saying  that  the  land  is 
cultivable  nearly  the  whole  distance.  Mr.  .Ste- 
vens says: 

"  In  my  judgment,  the  time  will  come  when  there  will 
be  agriculturaf  settlements  thiougliout  the  whole  e.xtentof 
this  country,  from  the  Mississi[)pi  to  tiie  shores  of  the  Pa- 
cific, simply  excepting  limiled  extents  of  country  along  the 
higher  part  of  the  mouniaiu  chains,  and  in  sojne  of  the 
prairie  regions,  to  be  referred  to  more  particularly  here- 
after. As  illustrative  of  the  capacity  of  this  ccmntry,  I  beg 
to  refer  to  a  few  facts.  The  Indians  of  Washington  Terri- 
tory and  Oregon,  east  of  the  Cascade  mountains,  ate  rich 
in  horses  and  cattle,  the  former  of  which  have  been  intro- 
duced witliin  a  hundred,  and  the  latter  within  thirty  years. 
'J'lieir  wealth  perhaps  is  not  equaled  by  any  civilized  com- 
munity on  this  continent.  Indians  among  those  tribes  own 
from  one  to  four  thousand  head  of  liorses  and  cattle  each. 
The  Spokanes  and  Flathead  nation  have  many  horses  and 
cattle,  which  range  the  winter  Imig  without  fodder,  and,  as 
I  know  from  personal  observation,  they  do  not  shrink  away 
but  very  little  in  flesh.  Never  have  I  seen  fatter  beef  than 
the  Indian  cattle,  in  the  Walla- Walla,  in  January.  At 
Fort  BiMiton  and  Fort  Union,  where  there  are  large  num- 
bers of  horses  and  cattle,  they  retain  their  flesh  all  winter 
without  fodder. 

"The  railroad  line  could  be  laid  over  the  great  plain  of 
the  Columbia  so  as  to  pass  over  a  continuous  cultivable 
country  to  tlie  Columbia,  except  for  a  few  miles;  but  to 
cross  north  of  the  mouth  of  tlie  Snake  river,  which  is  de- 
sirable to  avoid  detour,  it  v/ill  pass  over  about  fifty  miles 
of  country  not  adapted  to  continuous  cultivation,  and  hav- 
ing the  general  characteristics  of  the  western  half  of  tlie 
great  plains  already  described.  I  will  estimate  that  there 
are  fifty  miles  of  uncultivable  country  between  the  main 
Columbia  and  Puget  sound,  though  it  is  a  large  estimate. 
In  the  whole  distance  from  Breckinridge  to  Seattle,  a  dis- 
tance of  fifteen  hundred  and  forty-four  miles,  the  route 
passes  through  only  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
of  uncultivable  country.  East  of  Breckinridge,  to  St. 
Paul  and  Lake  Superior,  the  country  is  exceedingly  rich 
and  inviting  to  the  settler." 

If  for  no  other  purpose,  this  road  would  be  an 
economical  expenditure  of  the  public  money  to 
open  up  for  settlement  the  cultivable  land  along 
its  line.  A  mere  glance  at  the  development  of 
agricultural  londs,  within  the  last  ten  years,  in 
our  western  Slates,  is  sufficient  to  prove  the  im- 
portance and  direct  agency  of  railroads  in  bring- 
ing into  use  unitnpi'oved  land.  Look  at  the  so- 
called  "  food-exporting  States,"  and  account,  if 
you  can,  for  the  immense  increase  of  area  of  "  im- 
proved" land,  since  1850,  upon  any  other  ground 
than  the  extension  of  railroads  through  them. 
The  statement  of  a  few  facts  demonstrates  this 
position  and  loaves  all  argument  unnecessary.  In 
1850  the  quantity  of  cultivated  land  in  those  States, 
t"  wit,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin, Minnesota,  Iowa,  and  Missouri,  was 
26,680,361  acres,  while  in  1860  it  was  51,826,395 
acres,  very  nearly  doubling  in  that  short  time. 
Now,  when  1  state  the  additional  fact  that  during 
that  lime,  in  those  Slates,  thei-e  were  built  11,212 
miles  of  railway,  to  connect  them  with  the  sea- 
board, and  thus  find  a  market  for  their  products, 
can  Tt  be  doubted,  is  it  not  demonstrated,  that  this 
almost  incredible  increase  of  their  improved  land 
was  the  direct  result  of  the  construction  of  those 
roads?  During  the  last  decade  22,607  miles  of 
railway  were  built  in  the  United  States,  one  half 
of  which,  as  will  be  perceived  by  the  abovestate- 
ment,  was  in  those  States,  and  no  other  portion 
of  the  country  holds  any  parallel  with  them  for 


increase  of  improved  land.  Fertility  of  soil  and 
quantity  of  crops  aie  comparatively  unimportant, 
unless  facilities  for  suitable  markets  are  furnished. 

Again,  railroads  increase  the  pcpulniion  of  the 
territory  over  which  they  pass,  notonly  by  the  emi- 
gration of  people  from  other  Stal(;s  in  the  Union, 
but  it  is  plain  from  the  data  which  we  have  that 
they  directly  encourage  foreign  immigration.  The 
whole  number  of  emigrants  that  arrived  in  this 
country  between  1821  and  1860  (forty  years)  was 
5,062,414,  and  of  this  number  more  than  one  half, 
to  wit,  2,707,624,  came  between  1850  and  1860; 
and  during  that  time  more  than  two  thirds  of  all 
our  railroads  in  this  country  were  built.  Before 
the  commencement  of  our  railroad  system  foreign 
immigration  was  very  small,  compared  with  what 
it  has  been  since,  and  seems  to  have  increased  in 
proportion  as  we  have  extended  the  system.  For 
example:  from  1820  to  1830  it  was  244,490;  from 
1830to  1840,552,000:  from  1840to  1850, 1,558,300; 
and  from  1850  to  1860,  2,707,624.  In  all  the  years 
previous  to  1850  only  8,589  miles  of  road,  while 
since  that  22,607  of  road  have  been  built  in  this 
country.  If  the  increase  of  foreign  immigration 
is  not  attributable  to  the  increase  of  our  railroads, 
by  furnishing  an  increased  demand  for  their  la- 
bor, and  at  the  same  lime  opening  new  communi- 
cations with  lands  upon  which  tlicy  could  make 
homes  for  themselves  and  their  families,  I  am  un- 
able to  assign  any  reason  for  it,  and  will  leave 
others  to  explain.  To  take  the  place  of  the  millions 
who  must  be  either  disabled  for  v/ork,  or  swept 
from  the  face  of  the  earth  by  the  war,  we  need 
and  must  have  the  aid  of  those  from  foreign  lands; 
and  I  am  glad  to  seethe  initiation  of  a  movement 
to  encourage  immigration  made  not  only  by  the 
General  Government,  but  by  the  Stales  in  tiiiiir 
legislative  capacity,  foremost  of  which  in  that 
direction  I  am  proud  to  see  the  State  of  Maine. 
Let  it  be  known  that  our  Government  has  taken 
hold  in  earnest  of  this  greatest  project  of  the  day, 
the  opening  a  communication  with  the  Pacific  by 
railroads, and  developingthe  agricultural  and  min- 
eral resources  of  that  great  interior,  and  there  will 
be  such  a  response  from  the  Old  World  as  will  at 
once  preclude  all  fears  that  the  places  of  the  brave 
men  whom  God,  in  Plis  providence,  has  permitted 
to  fall  by  the  scourge  of  war,  may  not,  in  num- 
bers at  least,  be  soon  filled. 

Permit  me  in  this  connection  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  fact  of  the  great  increase  of  wealth 
over  that  of  population  in  this  country  within 
the  last  ten  years,  and  to  subn)it  the  question 
whether  it  is  not  attributable  in  a  great  degree  to 
our  extended  and  enlarged  system  of  railroads. 
From  1850  to  1860  our  population  increased  from 
23,191,876  to  31,445,080,  while  the  increase  of  the 
assessed  value  of  property  during  that  time  was 
from  ^7,135,780,228  to  $16,159,616,068,  and  leav- 
ing out  of  this  estimate  the  assessed  value  of  slaves, 
amounting  in  1860  to  $1,936,000,000,  we  find  the 
increase  of  property  to  be  one  hundred  and  thirty 
per  cent.,  and  that  of  population  to  be  thirty-five 
per  cent.  Mr.  Ruggles,  of  New  York,  who  is, 
without  doubt,  as  competent  to  speak  on  such 
subjects  as  any  man  in  the  country,  says: 

"  In  seeking  for  the  cause  of  this  discrepancy  (increase 
of  wealth  over  population)  we  shall  reach  a  fundamental 
and  all-im[iortant  fact  which  will  furnish  the  key  to  the 
past  and  to  the  future  progress  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
the  power  they  possess,  by  means  of  canals  and  railways, 
to  practically  abolish  the  distance  between  the  seaboard  and 
the  wide-spread  and  fertile  regions  of  the  interior,  thereby 
removing  the  clog  on  their  agricultural  industry,  and  vir- 
tually placing  them  side  by  side  with  the  communities  on 
the  Atlantic." 

The  region  of  country  to  be  traversed  by  this 
and  the  Central  road  is  undoubtedly  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  richest  gold-bearing  territory  in  the 
world;  and  if  the  hand  of  God  can  be  dis;;erned 
anywhere  in  this  day  of  war  and  impending  de- 
struction of  our  stability  as  a  Government,  the 
derangement  of  curi'ency  and  breaking  down  all 
sound  financial  relations,  it  is  pointing  to  this  land 
within  our  own  borders,  as  ample  in  resources  to 
meet  any  future  emergencies  occasioned  by  the 
enormous  expenditure  of  the  public  wealth  to  meet 
the  necessities  of  the  present.  If  I  were  called 
upon  to  suggest  a  way  to  meet  our  present  finan- 
cial difficulties,  and  to  provide  for  the  immense 
debt  that  must  be  entailed  on  us  as  a  people  b3Mhe 
war,  I  would  say,  for  the  first,  tax,  tax  promptly, 
tax  judiciously  the  property  of  the  country;  and 
for  the  second,  open  up  communication  with  the 
gold  region  of  the  Northwest,  abandon  the  present 
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system  of  leasing  the  mineral  lands,  from  which 
Governmriit  lias  never  received  a  dollar  and  never 
will,  and  sull  ihem  in  fee  to  the  actual  miner,  and, 
III  my  judgment,  ten  years  will  not  elapse  before 
iMii  inodnct  oF  sfold  will  be  a  thousand  millions 
yi  ailv,  instead  ofom;  hundred  million,  as  at  pres- 
ent. The  extent  of  territory  already  discovered 
producing  j!:old  is  enormous,  and  new  fields  are 
constantly  being  found.  In  the  reportof  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Land  Otiice  made  in  December, 
1862,  he  states  that 

"  The  great  auriferous  rejjion  of  the  United  States,  in  tlic 
we.^tein  portion  of  the  coiilineiit,  slretclies  IVoni  tlie. forly- 
iiinlli  (Ipgree  of  north  latitude  and  Puget  sound  to  paral- 
li;l  3i°  30',  and  from  the  one  liundred  and  second  degree 
of  longiiuiii^  west  of  Greenwich  to  tlie  Pacific  ocean,  ein- 
bricing  portions  of  Dakota,  Nel)rasl5a,  Colorado, all  of  New 
Mrxico,  with  Arizona,  Utah,  Nevada,  California,  Oregon, 
and  Washington  Territories.  It  may  be  designated  as  com- 
prising seventeen  degrees  of  laiiiude,  or  a  breadth  of  eleven 
Imiulicd  miles  from  iiortli  to  soiitli,  and  of  nearly  equal  lon- 
gi'iidinal  extension,  making  an  area  of  more  than  a  million 
square  miles." 

Since  this  reportof  the  Commissioner,  the  mines 
in  Idaho  and  Montana  have  been  discovered, equal, 
if  not  superior,  in  extent  and  richness  to  any  others 
in  the  country.  As  I  have  before  said,  the  num- 
ber of  laborers  who  have  gone  to  these  various 
mines  in  Idaho  and  Montana  within  the  last  twelve 
months  cannot  be  less  thnn  eighty  thousand. 
With  these  localities  of  such  boundless  riches, 
alieady  known,  and  many  others  which  must  be 
brought  to  light  as  emigration  advances  west- 
ward, who  can  fear  that  this  country  may  not  be 
able  at  no  distant  day  to  cast  o(T  the  burden  of 
taxation  so  vividly  portrayed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Voorhees]  as  the  inheritance 
of  the  industrial  and  all  other  interests  of  our  peo- 
ple for  ages  to  come.'' 

The  advantages  of  tliis  rouie  over  any  other 
for  commercial  purposes  in  our  intercourse  with 
foreign  countries  are  so  obvious  as  not  to  require 
any  extended  remarks,  even  if  there  were  time 
within  the  limits  of  my  hour.  Nature  seems  to 
liave  designated  this  as  the  shortest,  most  prac- 
tical, and  consequently  the  natural  connection  be- 
tween the  great  water  lines  of  the  country. 

"  It  connects  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Missouri  with 
the  navigabh;  waters  of  the  Columbia,  and  at  the  head  of 
steamboat  navigation.  It  connects  Puget's  sound  and  the 
Columbia  valley  with  the  head  of  navigation  of  the  gri^at 
iSt.  Lawri'iice  basin,  and  witli  the  heads  of  navigation  of 
the  Mississipppi  and  the  Red  river  of  the  North." 

The  cost  of  transportation  by  rail  over  water- 
carriage  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  show  the  great 
superiority  of  the  Northern  over  any  other  route. 
The  average  expense  of  transportation  per  mile 
in  long  sea  voyages  is  one  and  a  half  mills  fier  ton; 
on  canalsand  rivers  twoandahalf  mills;  while  on 
railroads  it  varies  from  five  to  twenty  mills,  ac- 
cording to  the  grade  of  the  road.  Hence,  for  all 
merchandise,  and  especially  of  the  heavier  class, 
destined  for  the  country  traversed  by  the  Colum- 
bia, Missouri,  or  Mississippi,  or  to  be  trans- 
ported from  the  Pacific  to  the  ports  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  by  combination  of  water  lines  and  rail- 
roads, it  is  obvious  no  other  route  can  compete 
with  this. 

"  In  connection  with  either  the  great  laki^s  and  its  sys- 
tem of  canals  and  rivers,  or  the  great  railroad  lines  of  the 
Canadas  and  the  United  States,  it  furnishes  the  mostdirect 
and  cheapest  route  on  the  continent  lor  freights  and  pas- 
sengi^rs  from  Asia  to  Europe  and  back  again,  and  also  be- 
tween Asia  and  the  people  of  the  Northwest,  our  west,  our 
center,  our  east,  and  the  great  scats  of  commerce  on  the 
Atlantic  coast." 

Look  upon  the  map  and  you  will  at  once  per- 
ceive that  Puget  sound  is  the  nearest  point  on  our 
western  shore  to  the  eastern  coast  of  Asia.  All 
commerce  with  Jeddo,  Pekin,  and  with  the  whole 
country  opened  up  by  the  navigation  of  the  A  moor, 
extending  itUo  southern  Siberia,  (the  month  of 
which  is  on  nearly  the  same  parallel  with  Puget 
Hound,)  can  be  carried  on  succes.srully  by  this 
route  against  any  and  i\ll  other  competing  lines. 
In  a  document  on  file  in  the  Treasury  Department 
entilled  Relation  between  the  United  States  and 
Northwest  British  America, Sir  Edwtird  liulwer 
Lytton  proclaims  "in  the  name  of  the  Govtnn- 
inent  [British]  the  policy  of  continuous  colonies 
from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Pacific,  and  a  highway 
across  British  America  as  the  most  direct  route 
from  London  to  Pekin  and  Jeddo." 

1  need  not  dwell  upon  the;  ad  vantages  of  our 
route  over  the  one  shadowed  forth  by  the  English 
Government,  and  which  would  forever  pi-ccludc 
the  necessity  of  having  a  road  across  British  soil, 
or  tlie   poKsibility  of  their  competing  with  ours 


even  were  it  built.  Besides,  it  is  well  known  that 
their  interests  are  with  us  in  extending  the  line 
across  ourTerritory  from  Lake  Superior  to  Puget 
sound.  Nothing  but  the  abandonment  of  our 
project,  or  its  long  delay,  will  justify  them  in 
building  the  road  within  iheirown  borders,  where 
the  grades  would  be  so  much  more  difficult,  the 
distance  so  much  greater,  the  expense  so  much 
more,  than  on  our  route. 

I  will  here  mention  another  fact,  known  to  every 
one  who  has  examined  the  reports  of  Mr.  Maury 
and  other  scientific  men,  that  this  Northern  route 
to  Puget  sound  and  thence  to  foreign  countries  is 
designated  by  the  "winds  and  currents"  of  the 
ocean  as  the  true  route  for  international  commerce. 
He  says  that  vessels  leaving  the  coast  of  Asia  steer 
to  the  north,  and  approaching  our  Pacific  coast, 
first  make  the  entiance  of  the  Straits  de  Fuca, 
(Puget  sound,)  then  run  down  to  San  Francisco, 
thence  to  San  Diego,  thence  further  south  to  the 
twentieth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  thence  again 
to  the  ports  of  Asia.  So  that  all  sailing  vessels 
in  their  usual  voyage  from  Asia  to  San  Francisco, 
or  from  San  Francisco  to  Asia  and  back,  have  to 
touch  at  Puget  sound,  the  proposed  terminus  of 
the  Northern  Pacific  road. 

Of  the  characteristics  of  this  great  inland  sea, 
I  can  only  mention  one  or  two  fa<;ts  now.  It  is 
equal  in  extent  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  is 
vastly  superior  to  it  in  its  number  of  safe  and  com- 
modious harbors,  and  is  free  from  ice  and  fogs. 
Mr.  Stevens  says: 

"On  the  coast  there  are  cod  fisheries  equal  to  the  best 
on  the  northeast  coast;  there  is  the  greatest  abundance  of 
salmon  and  halibut;  the  whaling  business  could  also  be 
prosecuted  with  great  success  from  these  regions.  There 
is  coal  on  Puget  sound  acknowledged  now  to  be  the  best 
on  the  coast,  and  which  will  probably  be  suitable  for  the 
purposes  of  ocean  navigation  by  stcr.mers.  But  our  lumber 
husiii  est!  admits  of  a  development  /greater  than  that  of  any  other 
portion  of  the  country  or  of  the  known  world.  On  the  sound 
alone  we  now  [ISiiO]  manufacture  one  hundred  mil- 
lions a  year,  and  we  send  more  than  half  of  this  to  for- 
eign ports.  We  have  a  large  business  in  spars  and  piles, 
manufacture  shingles  and  laths,  and  this  business  must 
very  rapidly  increase.  We  have  founderies  and  ship-yards; 
we  are  building  steamers  and  sailing-vessels  ofconsideiable 
size  and  craft  of  all  descriptions  down  to  the  ordinary  sail- 
ing or  row-boat.  We  have  large  manufacturing  advant- 
ages." 

Another  necessity  for  this  Northern  road,  in 
addition  to  the  Cential,  and  to  which  I  can  only 
allude  for  want  of  time,  is  that  without  it  we  have 
not  the  adequate  means  of  a  military  defense  of 
that  country.  We  are  bound  not  only  by  the 
ties  of  a  common  brotherhood,  but  by  the  organic 
law  of  the  land,  the  Constitution,  to  give  them  all 
necessary  military  protection,  and  if  that  emer- 
gency should  happen  before  this,  or  at  least  a 
preliminary  road  for  military  purposes  should  be 
built,  our  Government  could  not  render  that  aid, 
save  by  an  additional  cost  exceeding  by  far  the 
whole  amount  now  required  to  build  the  road.  It 
may  be  that  some  such  emergency  is  needed  to 
bring  conviction  home  to  us  of  the  importance  of 
this  communication  with  our  great  northwestern 
frontier. 

Can  the  means  be  procured  for  building  this 
road?  It  is  now  admitted  by  all  who  have  ex- 
amined the  subject  that  the  expense  will  be  very 
much  less  than  the  Central,  but  this  is  under 
progress  and  no  one  doubts  that  it  will  be  suc- 
cessfully carried  through.  True,  they  have  not 
only  land  grants,  but  have  received  aid  in  Gov- 
ernment bonds  to  theamount  of  j^6G, 000.000,  and 
are  asking  more  of  this  Congress,  while  by  this 
bill  nothing  but  land  is  gi-antcd,  but  as  before  ob- 
served the  Northern  road  has  advantages  for  se- 
curing the  aid  of  moneyed  men  and  corporations 
which  no  other  possesses.  It  is  emphatically  the 
people's  road.  It  is  the  natural  connection  be- 
tween the  great  water  lines  extending  half  across 
the  continent,  and  must  be  the  great  national  road 
to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  hence  it  will  insure  in- 
vestments of  capital  that  no  other  can. 

This  road,  as  all  other  great  railroad  enter- 
prises in  this  country  have,  will  seek  the  aid  of  for- 
eign capital,  because  it  can  be  liad  cheaper  than 
here,  and  already  English  capitalists  have  iiiani- 
fested  a  willingness  to  invest  their  money  in  this 
road. 

Who  can  doubt  that  it  would  bo  for  the  interests 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  to  ex- 
tend their  road  through  our  territory  south  of 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior  to  the  starting  point 
proposed  in  this  bill,  on  the  Koiithwcstern  ex- 
tremity of  Sui)erior,  thus  connecting  themselves 


with  the  Pacific  road.'  They  have  already  ex- 
pended $100,000,000  on  thei'r  road,  and  though 
the  ti'affic  on  it  is  immense,  it  must  reinain  com- 
paratively unproductive  unless  they  can  increase 
it  by  American  commerce,  and  this  they  well 
know,  as  may  be  seen  in  their  efforts  to  extend 
branches  in  all  directions  so  as  to  have  connec- 
tions with  the  existing  roads  of  the  West. 

I  have  not  the  shadow  of  doubt  that  whenever 
this  Northern  Pacific  road  shall  be  determined 
upon,  the  long  line  of  the  Grand  Trunk  i-ail- 
way  will  be  pushed  forward  to  unite  with  it,  and 
that  to  accomplish  this  they  will  become  inter- 
ested lai'gely  in  our  road,  and  not  only  in  their  cor- 
porate capacity  butthrough  theirinfluence  would 
bring  to  our  aid  the  money  of  the  English  people. 
Those  who  have  examined  with  the  most  care 
this  route  to  the  Pacific,  and  who,  as  I  think, ap- 
preciate the  best  its  capabilities  and  its  fullness 
of  promise,  have  no  doubt  that  with  the  aid  of 
Government  proposed  by  this  bill  the  work  will 
be  speedily  commenced,  and,  with  theaccessions 
of  support  from  the  sources  already  indicated, 
will  be  completed  years  sooner  than  any  other 
road  to  the  Pacific. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  move  to  postpone  this  bill 
until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INCREASED  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 
Mr.  STEVENS.     I  move  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  and  considering  at 
this  time  the  following  joint  resolution: 

Joint  resolution  to  increase  temporarily  the  duty  on  im- 
ports. 
Resolved,  ^'c.,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
resolution,  until  the  1st  day  of  June,  1864,  all  the  duties 
and  imposts  on  imported  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
now  provided  by  law  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  fifty 
percent,  thereto;  and  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise now  free  or  exempt  from  duty  that  there  shall  he  lev- 
ied and  collected  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  CHANLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken; and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  72,  nays  38;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Jacob  B.  Blair, 
Boutwell,  Broomall,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Fenton, 
Frank, Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnejl,  Griswold,  Higby,  Hotch- 
kiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  II.  Hubbard,  Julian,  ICcl- 
Icy,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBridc, 
McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill, 
Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Ortli, 
Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Kaii- 
dall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  U.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
Shannon,  Sloan,  Smitli,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  Stevens, 
Thayer,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenbuigh,  Eliliu  B.  Wasli- 
burne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
and  Yeaman — 72. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Jairics  C.  Allen,  Brooks,  Chanter,  Clay, 
CofTrolh,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge, 
Finck,  Grider,  Hall,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Holinan.  King, 
Knapp,Law,  Lazear,  Long,Marcy,  McDowell,  McKinney, 
Middleton,  William  II.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Noble, 
Pendleton,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Stiles,  Stuart,  Voor- 
liecs,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  and  Fernando 
Wood— 38. 

So,  two  thirds  not  having  voted  therefor,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  STILES  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  House  divided;  and  there  were — ayes  40, 
noes  58. 

Mr.  STILES  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  42,  nays  71;  as  follows: 

YE.\S — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Brooks,  Chanler,  C-'lay, 
Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Can- 
son,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hall,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Holinan, 
Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Long,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McKin- 
ney, Middleton,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris, Nel- 
son, Noble,  Pendleton,  Robinson,  Ross,  Shannon,  Smith, 
Stiles,  Stronsc,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Voorhecs,  Wheeler,  Chilloii 
A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  and  Fernando  Wood — 42. 

NAYS— iMessrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Anderson,  Ashley,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  llaxler,  Heainan,  Blaine,  Jaeoli  I!,  lilair,  Bout- 
well,  Urooinall,  Cohli,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Dawes,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Diiniont,  Fcntmi,  Frank,  Gar- 
field, (Jooch,  Griiinell,  Higby,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hub- 
bard,Joiiii  II.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W. 
Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  MeCliirg,  Mc- 
Indoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myer.>*, Norton,  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill, Orth,  Patter- 
son, Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Rudlbrd,  William  II. 
Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Jolni  II.  Rice,  Edward  H. 
Rollins,  Sloan,  Stebhins,  Stevens,  Thayer,  'Praey,  Upson, 
Van  Valkenbuigh,  William  B.  Washbmn,  Williams,  Wil- 
der, Wilson,  Windoni,  Winfield,  and  Yeaman— 71. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     1  now  desire  to  submit  the 
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following  resolution,  and  move  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  the  pur]:ose  of  considering  it  at  this  time: 
Joint  resolution  to  increase  temporarily  the  duties  on  im- 
ports : 
Resolced,  ^-'c,  That  from  and  after  tlie  passage  of  this  res- 
olution, until  the  1st  day  of  June,  1864,  all  the  duties  and 
imposts  on  imported  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  now 
provided  hy  law  he  increased  l)y  the  addition  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  thereto ;  and  upon  all  good3,wares,  and  mer- 
chandise now  free  or  exempt  from  duty  that  there  shall  be 
levied  and  collected  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  CHANLER.  I  call  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  say  a  single  word 
as  to  the  effect  of  this  joint  resolution  if  it  should 
be  passed.  Upon  an  article  which  now  pays  a 
duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  it  will 
simply  add  six  and  a  quarter  per  cent,  to  the  duty 
now  imposed. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  I  desire  to  know  if  there  is 
any  question  before  the  House  that  is  debatable.'' 

The  SPEAKER.    There  is  not. 

Mr.  NOBLE  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  called  the  yeas  and  liays  on 
the  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Tiie  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  26,  nays  69;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin, 
Chanlur,  Clay,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridgo,  Finck, 
Grider,  Hall,  Knapp,  Lazear,  Long,  Marcy,  McDowell, 
McKinney,  Mlddleton,  William  H.  Miller,  Noble,  Ross, 
Smith,  Stuart,  Voorhees,  Wheeler,  and  Fernando  Wood 
—26. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beainan,  Blaine,  Boutwell,  Free- 
man Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gi-in- 
nell,  Higby,  Hotchkiss,  Asaliel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hub- 
bard, Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg, 
Kernan,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,McBride,McClnrg,  Mc- 
Indoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Norton,  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patter- 
son, Perharn,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Randall, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Shannon,  Sloan, 
Stebbins,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valken- 
burgh,  Elihu  B.  Washbiirne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Wil- 
liams, Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  and  Woodbridge— 69. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  recurred  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  suspending  the  rules. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  resulted — yeas 
80,  nays  4;  as  follows;  no  quorum  voting: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ash- 
ley, Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Francis  P.  Blair,  Boutwell,  Brooraall,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Cohh,  Cole,  Cresswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Don- 
nelly, Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield, 
Goocli,  Grinnell,  Griswold,  Higby,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W. 
Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear, 
McBride,  McClurg,  Melndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moor- 
head, Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Norton,  Odell, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pcnneroy, 
Price,  William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H. 
Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smitl),  Steb- 
bins, Stevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh, 
Elihu  B.  Washburne,  William  15.  Washburn,  Wheeler, 
Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Winfield,  Wood- 
bridge,  and  Yeaman— 80. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  Eldridge,  Law,  and  Noble — 4. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  COLE  stated  that  Mr.  Marvin  had  paired 
with  Mr.  Ross. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  about  to  move  that  the 
House  adjourn,  and  abandon  the  proposition. 

Mr.  BROOKS.     1  call  tlie  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  do  it  ["  Order!"  "  Order!"] 
because  the  other  side  of  the  House  ["Order!" 
"  Order  !"]  have  shown  that  in  these  times  ["  Or- 
der!"] of  financial  distress  ["Order!"]  they  are 
not  willing  to  add  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  upon 
wines  and  liquors.    [Shouts  of  "  Order  !"] 

The  SPEAKER.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and  the  fol- 
lowing members  failed  to  answer  to  their  names: 

Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Francis!'.  Blair,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Bliss,  Blow,  Boyd,  Brande- 
gec,  James  S.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W. 
Clark,  Clay,  Cox,  Cravens,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Deming, 
Doimelly,  Driggs,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  English,  Farnsworth, 
Frank,  Grider,  Hale,  Harding,  Harrington,  Cliarles  M.  Har- 
ris, Hcrrick,  Hooper,  llulburd,  Ilutchins,  Jenckes,  Philip 
Johnson,  Julian,  Kallilleiseh,  Kasson,  King,  Lazear,  Le 
Blond,  Littlejohn,  Mallory,  Marvin,  McAllister,  Morrison, 
Jjconard  Myers,  John  O'Neill,  Perry,  Radford,  Sainuid  J. 
Randall,  Rogers,  James  S.Rollins,  Ross,  Schenek,  Scolield, 
SeoH,  Sniitheis,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stebbins,  John  I!.  Steele, 
Sloan,  William  G.  Steele,  StiiVens,  Thomas,  Voorhees, 
VVadsvvorth,  Ward,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  Webster,  Wlia- 
ley,  and  Benjamin  Wood. 


The  SPEAKER  announced  that  one  hundred 
and  seven  members  had  answered  to  their  names. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEVENS,  (at  twenty  min- 
utes past  five  o'clock,  p.m.,)  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  ^pril  19,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  trans- 
mitting a  communication  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  recommending  an  increase  of 
the  salary  of  the  United  States  agent  for  the  In- 
dians in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin, 
from  |1,000  to  ^,500  per  annum;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs, recommending  the  appointment  of  an  agent 
for  the  Kioway,  Apache,  and  Cainanche  Indians, 
at  a  salary  of  $1,500  per  annum,  and  that  an  ap- 
propriation be  made  for  that  purpose;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  a  grant  of 
land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  canal  from 
Sturgeon  bay  to  Lake  Michigan;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  the  enactment  of  a 
law  for  the  encouragement  of  foreign  emigration 
to  the  United  States;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  the  memorial  of 
Clark  Mills,  praying  that  he  may  be  employed  to 
design  and  execute  marble  groups  of  statuary  to 
be  placed  in  the  pediment,  or  over  the  main  en- 
trance, of  the  south  wingof  the  Capitol  extension, 
to  correspond  with  those  of  the  north  wing,  and 
that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  toward  the 
commencement  of  the  work;  which  was  rel'crred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  the  petition  of  Jesse 
Baldwin,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  uni- 
form standard  of  value;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  HARRIS  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Syra- 
cuse, Binghamton ,  and  New  York  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  a  memorial  of  dealers  in  boots,  shoes, 
and  rubbers,  remonstrating  against  the  extension 
of  the  Goodyear  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vul- 
canized India  rubber;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  MORRILL  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Maine  Central  Railroad  Company,  remonstrating 
against  the  extension  the  Goodyear  patent  for  the 
manufacture  of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Jane  P.Thurs- 
ton, praying  to  be  indemnified  for  alleged  mal- 
administration upon  the  estate  of  her  late  husband, 
Henry  Thurston,  master  mariner,  deceased,  late 
of  Cumberland  county,  Maine;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
New  Hampshire,  praying  that  some  definite  rank 
may  be  assigned  to  boatswains,  gunners,  carpen- 
ters, and  sailmakers  in  the  Navy;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on^Naval  Affairs. 
ORDER  OK  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  I  move  to  postpone 
all  prior  orders  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday's  morning 
hour— Flouse  bill  No.  301. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  no  objection  of  course 
to  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  but  I 
see  the  Senator  from  Ohio  in  his  scat,  and  I  desire 
to  cajl  his  attention  to  a  resolution  which  he  in- 
troduced some  weeks  ago  with  reference  to  the 
quorum.  Our  experience  on  several  occasions 
latterly,  particularly  yesterday  and  two  or  three 
days  ago,  shows,  I  think,  the  necessity  of  look- 
ing into  that  question  at  least.  1  have  a  decided 
opinion  in  fuvorof  the  proposition  of  the  Senator. 
1  believe  that  the  quorum  which  we  ought  to  de- 


clare here  is  in  conformity  with  that  proposition; 
and  I  think  if  it  should  be  so  declared  it  would 
facilitate  our  business  very  much.  Therefore,  in 
the  interest  of  the  public  business,  I  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  to  be  good  enough  to  press  his 
proposition  and  let  us  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  introduced  the  proposi- 
tion and  had  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  As  I  am  not  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee I  have  no  power  over  it.  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  will  report  for  or  against 
it,  so  that  we  may  have  the  question  settled.  As 
a  matter  of  course  I  have  no  power  over  it  now. 

Mr.  HOWARD.     Are  reports  in  order.' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  They  are  not. 
The  question  is  on  the  motion  submitted  by  the 
Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  hope  we  may  be  allowed  to 
get  through  with  the  morning  business  first. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  1  give  way  for  morn- 
ing business. 

REPORTS  FROM  COiUMlTTEES. 

Mr.  PIOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pacific  Railroad,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S. 
No.  132)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph 
line  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean, 
and  to  secure  to  the  Government  the  use  of  the 
same  for  postal,  militarj^,  and  other  purposes," 
approved  July  1,  1862,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  William  Napoleon 
Walton,  praying  that  aid  may  be  given  him  to 
construct  a  pneumatic  aerograph  from  the  waters 
of  the  Missouri  river  to  San  Francisco,  California, 
or  Portland, Oregon,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
its  further  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  George 
A.  Schreiner,  praying  for  a  pension,  submitted  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (S.  No.  240)  for  the 
relief  of  George  A.  Schreiner.  The  bill  was  read 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
(S.  No.  184)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
define  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  levy  court  of 
the  county  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
in  regard  to  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  ap- 
proved March  3, 1843,  reported  ad  versely  thereon . 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  (S.No.  204)  providing  for  the 
formation  of  corporations  and  regulating  the  same, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  242)  to  establish  Portland, 
in  the  State  of  Oregon,  and  Leavenworth,  in  the 
State  of  Kansas,  ports  of  delivery;  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

TAXATION  IN  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill  (S.  No.  126)  to  amend  an 
act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  passed  May  15,  1820,  to  report  the 
same  back  to  the  Senate  and  recommend  that  the 
Senate  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  I  move  that  the  question  be  put 
now. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. The  first  amendment  was  in  section 
one,  line  fifteen,  after  the  words  "street  or  alley," 
to  insert  the  following: 

And  also  to  cause  the  same  to  be  suitably  paved  and  re- 
paired, and  to  bo  at  all  times  properly  cleaned  and  vv'atered. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing as  section  two: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  immediately  upon  the 
approval  ot  this  act,  the  said  corporation  shall  designate 
some  proper  officer  tlun-eof  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  see 
that  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  properly  executed,  and 
that  the  principal  avenues  and  streets  of  the  said  city  are  so 
cleaned  and  watered  as  to  be  at  all  times  reasonably  clean 
and  free  from  dust,  and  also  to  keep  the  pavements  and 
sidewalks  upon  said  avenues  and  streets  at  all  times  in 
suitable  and  proper  repair.  And  it  shall  further  be  the  duty 
01'  the  saiil  corpor.'ilion  to  lake  such  measurers  as  ihey  shall 
deem  wise  lo  promote  some  uniiorni  and  general  system 
of  drainage  for  said  city. 
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Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  know  thai  these  are  not 
very  ini})iiriaiit  provisions  to  a  very  important 
bill.  1  |)resiune  they  are;  but  I  have  not  been 
able  10  liear  one  single  word ,  sucli  has  been  the  uni- 
veiSrtl  conrusion  in  tlie  Senate  Chamber  wlien  the 
amendinenia  were  read.  1  think  they  relate  to  an 
important  suhject.  1  should  like  to  hear  thein; 
but  1  suppose  1  heard  them  as  well  as  1  lia  ve  heard 
a  great  many  of  the  bills  that  are  passed  liere  in 
the  morninij  iiour.  1  do  not  know  anything  about 
tlieni — rnit  one  word. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  ask  for  the  re-reading  of  the 
amendments. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  They  will  be  again 
read,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  Secretary  read  tiiem. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
coiisi-ni  obiauied,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
241)  t;rantiiig  lo  the  Stale  of  Wisconsin  a  dona- 
lion  of  public  lands  lo  aid  in  the  construction  of 
a  ship  canal  at  the  head  of  Sturgeon  bay,  in  the 
county  of  Door,  in  said  State,  to  connect  the  waters 
of  Green  bay  with  Lake  Michigan  in  said  Slate; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

PUBLIC  DOCU.MEN'rS  FOR  SALE. 
Mr.  ANTHONY  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution ;  wliicli  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
Bent,  and  agreed  to: 

Rcsotced,  'I'liat  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  Instructed 
to  iiiqniri;  inti)  llie  expi'diciiey  of  autliuriziii!;  llie  prialiiig 
ot  a  liMiitKtl  jmiiiber  ol'  public  (Jucuniejits  lur  sale. 

RANK  OF  PROVOST  .MARSHAL  GENERAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  301)  to  amend 
an  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national 
forces,  so  as  to  liicrease  tlie  rank,  pay,  and 
eim^lumenls  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General,  was 
resiimi.d  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LAJNE,  of  Indiana.  1  shall  only  detain 
the  Senate  forainomeiit.  i  stated  yesterday  that 
under  the  conscription  law  the  Provost  Marshal 
General  was  necessarily  a  colonel,  and  could 
liave  no  other  position.  Tlie  fifth  section  of  that 
act  is  in  these  words: 

"  Tlj.1t  (it  e;icli  of  said  districts  there  shall  be  appniiitPd 
by  tlie  I'resideiit  a  provost  marshal,  with  the  raiili,  pay, 
and  mioliinicMts  of  a  captain  of  cavalry,  or  an  officer  of 
taiil  lank  ^hall  he  dctniied  by  llie  President,  who  shall  be 
under  ihe  diriciiun  and  suliji;cl  to  the  oiUors  of  a  Provost 
Mar.-lial  GiMiPial,  appointed  or  detailed  by  tlie  Presiuinit  of 
the  Unit!  d  States,  whose  office  sliall  be  at  the  seatof  Gov- 
enimciil,  lornimg  a  separate  bureau  at  llie  War  Oepart- 
iiient,  and  who-e  rank,  pay,  and  emolumeuts  shall  be  tllose 
of  a  colonel  of  cavalry." 

Under  that  law  Colonel  Fry  was  detailed  to  the 
jii'ad  of  this  bureau,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emol- 
unieiiis  <jl'  a  colonel  of  cavalry.  This  bill  does  not 
necessarily  affect  Colonel  Fry.  It  sim|)ly  pro- 
vides that  the  Provost  Marshal  General  shall  have 
the  rank  of  a  brigadier  general  instead  of  a  colo- 
nel. That  is  the  whole  of  it.  It  does  not  neces- 
sarily change  the  rank  of  Colonel  Fry,  for  the 
President  may  apfioint  whoever  ho  jileases.  It  sim- 
ply makes  the  head  of  the  office  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral instead  of  a  colonel,  whoever  the  head  of  the 
office  may  be.  It  is  to  give  the  additional  rank  to 
the  Provost  Marshal  General;  the  President  may 
oppoini  any  one  to  fill  the  position;  but  inasmuch 
as  Colonel  li'iy  has  been  alluded  to  as  a  man  who 
Serves  in  a  bureau,  titling  tit  a  clerk's  desk,  ask- 
ing [iromoiioo  as  a  brigailier  general,  I  will  slate 
that  Colonel  Fry  has  had  about  as  much  active 
service  in  the  field  as  almost  any  officer  we  have. 
I  iiave  this  moining  before  me  the  recommenda- 
tion of  seven  major  generals,  under  whose  com- 
mand he  has  served,  recommending  him  for  ap- 
point mc;nt  as  a  brigadiergeneral:  General  Thomas, 
General  Burn.iide,  Genera!  McCook,GeneralJcff. 
C.  Davis,  General  R.  W.  Johnson,  General  Crit- 
tenden, General  Rousseau;  and  there  are  others 
who  reeoinineiid  him  for  great  gallantry  and  skill 
and  efficiency  in  the  field. 

1  supposed  there  would  be  no  objection  to  this 
bill.  1  did  not  anticipate  any  olijection,  because 
it  wan  iniroduci.-d  into  tlie  House  of  Represent- 
ulives,  referred  to  the  Military  Cominittee,  re- 
piiited  buck  without  opposition,  passed  by  the 
ilnuse  \v  iiliout  a  diviMinii  as  1  understand,  was 
(lien  rel'erred  to  the  Military  Committee  of  tlu.' 
SKiiatp,ai)d  rcjiorted  back  here.    Iliad  Hupposed 


it  was  only  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  to  have  it  passed. 

I  claim  that  tlie  increased  rank  should  be  given 
to  this  office  from  the  nature  of  the  duties  dis- 
charged and  the  im|iorlancc  of  those  duties.  If 
we  call  out  three  hundred  thousand  troops,  the 
Provost  Marshal  General  may  at  one  time  have 
command  of  three  hundred  thousand  men.  He 
has  command  of  all  the  provost  marshals  in  all 
the  several  States  and  districts  while  the  draft  is 
going  on.  It  is  one  of  the  most  important  bureaus 
in  the  War  Department,  and  the  head  of  every 
other  bureau  of  commensurate  importance  has 
this  increased  rank. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  say  on  the  subject, 
except  that  I  suppose  it  is  within  the  knowledge 
of  every  Senator  that  Colonel  Fry  has  discharged 
his  duties  well  and  ably  and  efficiently;  but 
whether  he  be  Provost  Marshal  General  or  not, 
it  seems  to  me  the  head  of  that  bureau  should  be 
a  brigadier  general. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator, 
then,  why  not  bring  in  a  bill  simply  to  repeal  that 
part  of  the  law  which  provides  that  the  head  of 
that  bureau  shall  be  a  colonel.'  That  will  accom- 
plish his  object. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  If  that  is  not  pre- 
cisely what  this  bill  does,  I  cannot  understand 
the  English  language. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  This  bill  adds  a  brigadier 
general  to  the  number  of  brigadiers.  That  is  the 
difference.  Simply  repeal  the  provision  referred 
to,  and  a  brigadier  can  be  detailed  to  take  charge 
of  the  bureau,  whereas  if  you  pass  this  bill  you 
add  one  additional  brigadier  general. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  That  is  precisely  what 
I  want  K)  do;  and  1  anticipate  that  Colonel  Fry 
will  be  kept  in  this  place.  I  hope  he  will,  with  the 
increased  rank.  This  bill  repeals  that  section  of 
the  conscription  law  confining  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal General  to  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of 
a  colonel,  and  authorizes  him  to  have  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  brigadier  general.  I 
think  that  is  proper. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  does  not  ap- 
prove itself  to  my  judgment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  not  the  slightest  ob- 
jection to  Colonel  Fry  being  made  a  brigadier 
general;  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  perfectly  compe- 
tent, certainly  as  competent  as  a  great  many  others 
who  have  been  appointed;  but  1  am  by  no  means 
sure  tliiii  the  bill  itself  does  not  go  further  than  the 
honorable  member  from  Indiana  supposes.  It 
seems  to  me  that  by  it  we  legislate  the  Provost 
iVIarshal  General  who  is  now  in  office  into  the 
rank  of  a  brigadier.  We  say  that  the  Provost 
Marshal  General,  and  that  means  Colonel  Fry — 
it  will  be  so  (Construed — shall  be  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  The  Provost  Marshal  Gen- 
eral for  the  time  being. 

iMr.  JOHNSON.  For  the  time  being,  of  course, 
that  the  Provost  Marshal  General  shall  have  the 
rank  of  a  brigadier  general.  Now  the  honorable 
member  supposes 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  Pardon  mea  moment. 
It  is  "  the  Provost  Marshal  General" contempla- 
ted in  the  law  of  last  year  who  is  to  be  a  briga- 
dier, and  not  a  colonel. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  understand  that;  but  he  is 
the  Provost  Marshal  General,  and  I  am  by  no 
means  sure  that  the  construction  of  the  law  will 
not  be  precisely  the  sfime  if  passed  in  its  present 
form  as  if  Colonel  Fry  was  inserted  as  the  Pro- 
vost Marshal  General  now  in  office;  but  it  is  by 
no  means  clear,  whether  that  be  true  or  not,  that 
if  we  pass  the  bill,  and  he  who  is  not  now  a  brig- 
adier becomes  a  brigadier  by  the  force  of  the  act, 
that  he  will  not  be  a  brigadier  after  he  ceases  to 
be  Provost  Marshal  General.  1  am  by  no  means 
certain  that  the  honorable  member  from  Maine  is 
not  right  in  the  opinion  that  the  bill  adds  an  addi- 
tional brigadier  general  lo  the  present  number  of 
brigadiers  in  the  service. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  That  ia  what  we 
want. 

iVlr.  JOHNSON.  That  is  what  you  want  as 
far  as  Coloind  Fry  is  concerneil,  I  know.  Hut  if 
Ihu  vflect  of  the  bill  is  lu  make  Colonel  Fiy  a 


brigadier  general,  then  we  are,  as  I  think,  inter- 
fering with  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  The  fifth  section  of  the  act  for 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces  pro- 
vides for  the  appointment  of  a  Provost  Marshal 
General.  That  same  section  declares  that  the  rank, 
jiay ,  and  emoluments  of  that  officer  shall  be  those 
of  a  colonel.  Now,  this  bill  provides  that  the 
rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  the  officer,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  the  person  who  holds  the  office 
provided  for  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  former  act, 
shall  be  those  of  a  brigadier  general,  and  not  of  a 
colonel.  Whoever  happens  to  be  the  incumbent 
of  that  place,  if  this  bill  passes,  will  be  for  the 
time  being  a  brigadier  general;  he  will  have  the 
rank,  the  pay,  and  the  emoluments  of  a  brigadier 
general,  and  not  of  a  colonel.  That  is  all  there 
is  in  this  bill.  It  is  the  only  construction  that  can 
be  put  on  it. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  propose  to  amend  the  bill  in 
a  manner  that  I  think  will  satisfy  all  parties,  by 
striking  out  all  of  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof: 

That  so  much  of  tlie  act  entitled  "An  act  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  March  3,  1863,  as  requires  that  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal General  of  the  United  States  shall  have  the  rank,  pay, 
and  emoluments  of  a  colonel,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed. 

Mr.  COLL  AMER.     How  will  that  leave  him  .' 

Mr.  GRUMES.  Then  he  will  have  just  such 
rank  and  pay  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  see  fit  to  bestow  upon  him. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate  have 
already  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  it 
has  been  read  the  third  time.  It  is  not  therefore 
open  to  amendment  except  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. The  Chair  will  receive  the  amendment  it* 
there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  CARLILE,  and  Mr.  LANE  of  Kansas. 
I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  a  motion 
must  be  made  to  reconsider  that  vote  before  the 
amendment  will  be  in  order.  If  there  be  no  such 
motion,  the  question  will  be  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  If  Colonel  Fry  be  not 
now  a  brigadier  general,  and  this  bill  is  passed, 
would  he  not  necessarily  have  to  vacate  his  of- 
fice ?  The  act  of  Congress  declaring  that  the  per- 
son who  holds  that  office  shall  be  a  brigadiergen- 
eral, and  Colonel  Fry  not  being  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral at  the  present  time,  would  he  not  necessarily 
have  to  vacate  that  office  and  give  place  lo  some 
brigadier  general.'  1  think  so.  Can  Congress 
appoint  a  brigadier  general.'  The  appointing 
power  is  with  the  Executive;  and  he  would  have 
to  nominate  Colonel  Fry  to  the  Senate  as  a  briga- 
dier general  if  he  wished  him  lo  fill  the  office. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  naya 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  resulted — yeas31,nay3 
7;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Carlilc,  Chandlr-r, 
CJollaincr,  Conncss,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittlo,  Fos- 
ter, Hale;,  IJarris,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Howard,  llo«e, 
l.anc  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  fllcDongall,  Morgan, 
Nesmitli,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson,  and  Willey— 31. 

NAYS — Messrs.  liuckalew,  Clark,  Fesseiiden,  Johnson, 
Saulsbury,  Trumbull,  and  U'ilson— 7, 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  following  bill 
is  returned  from  the  House  of  Represenltitives 
with  an  indorsement;  which  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

In  House  of  Representatives,  ^Ipril  18,  1864. 

Rcsolrcil,  That  the  llonsi;  insist  on  its  disagreement  to 
Ihe  aiiiciidiiicnts  of  ihe  Senate  lotlie  bill  ofthe  House  (No. 
l."i)  to  provide  a  temporary  government  for  the  Territory  of 
Monlana  ;  andask  a  lurther  free  conference  on  tlie  disagree- 
ing votes  ofthe  two  Houses  thereon  : 

Orilereil,  'I'liat  Mr.  WiiDSTiiR,  Mr.  Hoi.man,  and  Mr. 
Marvin  be  the  nianagers  of  the  conference  on  the  part  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate reciprocate,  and  appoint  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

Mr.  SFIERMAN.  I  gave  notice  yesterday 
that  I  intended  to  submit  a  motion  that  the  Senate 
recede  from  its  amendments,  in  order  to  pass  the 
bill,  deeming  the  amendments  of  comparatively 
lili.le  ini|)<)rlance;  but  u|)On  cxnminaiion  I  lind 
that  the  original  bill  assent  lu  us  from  the  ilouS'' 
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of  Representatives  will  not  only  allow  foreigners 
who  have  (Jeclared  their  intentions  to  become  cit- 
izens, but  also  foreigners  who  have  not  declared 
their  intentions,  to  vote.  The  qualification  re- 
quired forsulTrage  under  the  original  bill  is  simply 
a  residence  of  thirty  days,  without  requiring  the 
voter  to  be  either  a  citizen  or  a  person  who  lias 
declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen.  If, 
therefore,  1  should  move  to  recede  and  the  Senate 
should  adopt  the  motion  it  would  leave  the  bill 
in  a  very  objectionable  form.  Canadians  might 
come  over  from  the  border,  and  after  thirty  days' 
residence,  without  citizenship  or  a  declaration  of 
intention  to  become  such,  they  would  be  allowed 
to  vote  under  the  original  bill.  1  shall  not,  there- 
fore, make  the  motion  to  recede,  but  I  hope  the 
committee  of  conference  will  be  able  to  settle  and 
adjust  the  matter. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  renew  the  motion  I 
made  yesterday,  that  the  Senate  insist  on  their 
amendments  and  agree'Ho  the  further  conference 
asked  for  by  the  House. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  that  it  will  be  incompetent  for  the  committee 
of  conference  to  heal  the  difficulty  of  which  he 
complains.  That  is  part  of  the  text  of  the  bill 
which  has  been  agreed  to  by  both  Houses. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  will  perceive 
that  the  part  of  the  text  of  the  bill  to  which  I  re- 
ferred is  the  portion  that  has  been  modified  by 
the  Senate,  and  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference.  I  examined  the  bill  with 
that  view.  The  very  clause  that  I  have  objected 
to,  and  which  is  undoubtedly  objectionable,  is  the 
one  that  has  been  amended  by  the  Senate,  and  it 
is  therefore  open  to  the  action  of  the  committee 
of  conference.  There  can  be  no  doubt  about  that. 
The  committee  of  conference  might  report  a  prop- 
osition that  any  white  male  citizen,  who  is  either 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  or  will  declare  his 
intention  to  become  such,  may  vote.  That  would 
remove  the  objection  I  have  to  the  bill  as  it  stands. 
But  I  will  state  to  the  Senate  that  if  this  difficulty 
should  continue,  if  the  controversy  between  the 
two  Flouses  continues  on  this  one  point,  at  a  fu- 
ture stage  of  the  proceedings  a  motion  to  recede 
might  be  made,  for  it  would  be  better  to  pass  the 
bill  in  the  form  it  came  to  us  from  the  House  than 
to  defeat  it  entirely.  However,  that  motion  can 
be  made  after  another  trial  of  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  should  like  to  have  read 
that  portion  of  the  bill  to  which  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  refers. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  the  House  will  be 
read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  first  amendment,  in 
section  five,  after  the  word  "  free,"  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  white  male  inhabitant, "and  to  insert 
"  every  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  those 
who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become 
such." 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  ask  the  Secretary  to  read 
the  section  of  the  House  bill  that  is  proposed  to 
be  amended,  the  original  text. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  .5.  ^nd  be  it.  further  enacted,  Tliat  every  free  wliite 
male  iiilmhitiiiit  aliove  llie  ;ige  of  twenty-one  years,  who 
shall  iiave  been  an  actual  residen*  of  said  Territory  for 
tliiity  days  prior  to  tlie  first  election,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  said  election,  and  shall  be  eligible  to  any  ofhce 
within  the  said  Territory;  but  the  qualiticatioiis  of  voters 
and  of  holdins  olfice  at  all  subsequent  elections  shall  be 
such  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  objection  I  have  to  the 
original  bill  is  this:  that  any  foreigner,  whether 
ho  has  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen 
or  not,  might  vote  under  the  operation  of  this  bill. 
A  Canadian  might  come  over,  and  by  residing 
there  thirty  days,  being  a  simple  inhabitant,  with- 
out any  residence  orintenlioii  to  remain,  he  might 
take  part  in  organizing  the  territorial  government. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  right. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  He  being  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No;  it  does  not  say  citizens 
of  the  United  States  at  all.  If  itsaid  that,  it  would 
be  right.  But  it  says  that  anybody  who  has  been 
there  thirty  days,  even  without  the  intention  of 
residing,  may  vote  at  the  firstelection.  I  am  told 
that  there  are  a  large  number  of  persons  from 
Cannula  who  are  carrying  on  the  fur  trade  scat- 
tered over  that  region,  who  are  nf)t  citizens,  and 
du  nut  intend  to  become  such;  hiui  yet  under  the 


operation  of  the  bill  as  it  came  to  us  from  the 
House  they  can  vote. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Can  it  be  amended  ? 

Mr.  SHERMA  N.     Wo  have  amended  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Have  we  amended  it  in 
that  particular.' 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Yes,  sir.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  confines  the  right  of  suffrage 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  those  wlio 
have  declared  their  intention  to  become  such. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  objection  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  does  not  prevail  against  the  Senate 
proposition. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No,  sir,  not  against  the 
Senate  proposition. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Then  I  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator, let  us  stick  to  our  own  proposition. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  the  very  thing  I 
am  suggesting:  that  we  appoint  another  commit- 
tee of  conference;  and  I  hope  that  then  they  will 
report  an  amendment  which  will  entirely  avoid 
this  controversy  about  negro  suffrage.  I  am  will- 
ing to  vote  for  the  bill  confining  the  right  of  suf- 
frage to  free  white  male  inhabitants  who  are  either 
citizens  or  have  declared  their  intention  to  become 
citizens. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  rise  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saying  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio  now 
seems  to  propose  instructions  to  our  committee. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  He  should  recollect  that 
the  majority  of  the  Senate  is  decidedly  of  the  opin- 
ion that  their  amendment  should  be  adhered  to. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  not  proposed  any 
instructions. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  He  proposes  that  the 
committee  shall  back  out.  I  do  not  know  that 
the  Senate  would  agree  to  that,  simply  to  accom- 
modate the  Senator's  views. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  not  proposed  any 
such  thing. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  has  made 
no  such  proposition,  but  that  is  the  efTect  of  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Not  at  all.  I  simply  stated 
the  reasons  why  I  did  not  submit  the  motion  that 
I  intended  to  submit  yesterday — reasons  that  are 
very  satisfactory  to  myself. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  amendment  intro- 
duced by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Minnesota, 
[Mr.  Wilkinson,]  and  which  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  had  this  practical  effect:  it  would  require 
persons  either  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States 
or  to  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  cit- 
izens in  the  Territory  of  Montana  before  they 
could  vote,  which  is  right;  because,  as  our  law 
now  stands  in  reference  to  men  who  are  liable  to 
be  drafted  into  the  Army,  we  put  that  test  upon 
them.  Those  who  vote  must  fight;  and  it  is  not 
proper  to  allow  those  to  vote  in  the  Territory  of 
Montana  or  anywhere  else  who  are  not  liable  to 
be  drafted. 

But  so  far  as  this  amendment  applies  to  white 
or  colored  men  in  the  Territory,  it  is  the  merest 
abstraction  in  the  world.  There  is  not  a  negro 
in  the  Territory,  and  probably  will  not  be  for 
years.  It  has  no  practical  bearing  or  effect. 
There  is  some  excitement  got  up  on  that,  how- 
ever, and  it  seems  that  is  the  point  on  which  there 
is  a  difference  between  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  the  Senate.  The  question  is  whether 
the  word  "  white"  shall  be  inserted  in  the  bill  or 
not.  .The  practical  benefit  of  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Minnesota  is  that  it  requires 
persons  either  to  be  citizens  or  to  have  declared 
their  intention  to  be  citizens  in  order  to  yote. 

Mr.  HALE.  That  remark  has  been  made  so 
often  here  that  I  am  afraid  somebody  will  get  to 
believe  that  this  question  is  a  mere  abstraction. 
It  is  not  so.  It  is  one  of  the  most  piactical  ques- 
tions that  was  ever  presented  to  the  American 
Senate,  as  it  is  involved  in  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota.  Here  is  an  immense 
territory  that  we  are  about  to  organize  into  a  ter- 
ritorial government.  The  question  is,  whether 
at  its  start,  when  there  are  no  inhabitants  there, 
we  shall  by  its  fundamental  law  educate  the  people 
to  this  absurd  and  barbarous  prejudice.  What 
a  spectacle  we  present  of  ourselves  to  the  world 
to-day!  We  are  calling  on  this  colored  race  to 
fight  for  us,  and  they  are  responding.  'IMiey  are 
taking  tlu^ir  arms  and  going  outand  exposing  their 
lives  in  battle;  and  we  see  how  gallantly  ihey 
stood   at  the   fort   that  has  recently  been  taken 


and  they  were  massacred  at  their  arms.  And  at 
a  time  when  they  are  responding  to  this  call  and 
going  out,  their  lives  in  their  hands,  and  laying 
down  their  lives  in  defense  of  the  country  and  for 
its  salvation,  we  proceed  to  decktre  that  in  this 
vast  territory,  which  is  now  unoccupied,  and 
which  waits  for  the  march  of  civilization  and  im- 
provement, they  shall  be  forever  debarred  from  liv- 
ing with  the  privileges  of  freemen.  We  are  calling 
upon  them  to  defend  the  country  and  to  save  it, 
but  i\t  the  same  time  telling  them  if  they  live  upon 
the  country  that  they  have  saved  they  shall  live 
in  a  subordinate  and  inferior  position,  and  shall 
not  enjoy  any  of  the  rights  of  freemen,  it  is 
eminently  more  of  a  practical  question  to-day,  be- 
cause the  country  is  unsettled  and  because  there 
are  no  colored  men  there.  It  is  eminently  prac- 
tical, because  now  we  can  settle  the  question  and 
say  that  this  unoccupied,  immense  territory  may 
be  open  to  them. 

Mr.  President,  I  suppose  that  God  made  col- 
ored men.  1  do  not  know  of  any  other  power  that 
ever  did  make  them;  and  if  He  made  them  and 
placed  them  on  this  world,  it  seems  to  me  He  in- 
tended that  they  should  live  here.  In  addition  to 
that,  if  they  have  been  brought  here  by  the  ava- 
rice or  the  lust  of  the  white  man  until  they  have 
multiplied  to  the  degree  that  they  have,  does  it 
become  us  to  say  that  upon  this  continent  they 
shall  not  live  where  we  have  brought  them  and 
where  in  the  providence  of  God  they  now  are.' 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  question  is  one  that  we 
can  meet  and  grapple  with  at  the  present  time 
better  than  we  can  at  any  time  in  the  future,  be- 
cause now  it  is  unembarrassed  by  the  prejudices 
of  a  population  that  have  been  already  educated 
under  this  inhuman  and  unchristian  code. 

I  think  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Minnesota  does  great  credit  to  his  statesmanship, 
his  sagacity,  his  foresight,  and  his  humanity;  and 
I  hope  the  Senate  will  stand  there, even  if  welose 
the  bill  thereby. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning  hour 
having  expired,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  call  up  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the  question  be- 
fore it  until  a  vote  can  be  taken. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  ob- 
jection, the  special  order  may  be  passed  over 
informally.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  object  to  its  being  passed 
over.  Let  the  Senate  decide  whether  it  shall  be 
done  or  not. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Then  I  move  to  post- 
pone all  prior  orders  for  the  purpose  of  continu- 
ing this  question  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  If  a  vote  can  be  taken 
without  any  further  debate,  I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  1  presume  there  will  be 
no  further  debate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  I  withdraw  my 
objection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  was 
not  aware  that  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  yes- 
terday submitted  a  motion  that  the  Senate  far- 
ther insist  on  its  amendments,  and  agree  to  the 
conference  asked  for  by  the  other  House.  That 
is  the  pending  motion. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
question  which  has  been  discussed  is  really  be- 
fore us  for  consideration  in  the  shape  in  which 
the  vote  is  to  be  taken;  but  I  think  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  is  entirely  mistaken  when 
he  says  that  the  amendment  in  dispute  between 
the  two  Houses  is  not  an  abstraction,  a  mere  tem- 
porary matter.  This  bill  does  not  propose  to  fix 
fundamentally  and  forever  the  right  of  suflVage 
in  this  Territory.  It  is  to  have  no  operation  ex- 
cept at  the  first  election.  When  the  Territorial 
Legislature  meets  it  is  to  fix  the  right  of  sufFiage. 
We  have  been  informed  here  that  there  is  not  a 
single  colored  person  in  the  proposed  Territory. 
The  amendment  of  the  Senate  will  have  no  prac- 
tical eflfect.  It  is  the  merest  abstraction,  precisely 
what  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  has  stated;  and 
I  can  see  no  good  to  arise  from  it.  The  effect  is 
simply  to  agitate  and  got  up  a  question  where 
there  is  nothing  practical  for  it  to  operate  upon. 
The  very  first  Li^gislature  that  meets  in  this  Ter- 
ritory, according  to  the  very  provisions  of  this 
bill,  will  fix  the  right  of  siilfrage.  We  do  not 
propose  to  fix  it  for  liicni.  This  ])ortion  of  the 
bill   is  of  ft  very   temporary  cluuacLcr.      Other 
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parts  of  the  bill  are  to  operate  so  long  as  tlie  Ter- 
ritory coiitinups;  not  tliis'onc.  Tlic  very  first  ac- 
tion that  the  Territory  takes  dispenses  with  litis 
part  of  the  bill;  and  it  seems  tiiat  there  are  no 
colored  persons  there.  There  are  some  States  in 
the  Union  where  the  colored  person  is  allowed  to 
vote.  He  is  not  allowed  to  vote  in  my  State. 
Tiie  people  of  Illinois,  by  very  decided  majori- 
ties, are  opposed  to  allowing  him  to  vote.  We  do 
not  allow  females  to  vote  in  that  State.  I  under- 
stand that  in  some  States  of  the  Union,  and  un- 
der some  circumstances,  females  are  allowed  to 
vote;  and  on  the  general  principle  that  has  been 
proclaimed  here  of  the  universal  equality  of  all 
mankind,  and  womankind,  too,  I  suppose,  before 
the  law,  1  do  not  know  why  women  should  not 
vote. 

iMr.  COWAN.  And  persons  under  twenty-one. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Certainly.  Why  not  per- 
sons under  twenty-one.' 

Mr.  WILSON.    That  is  not  the  right  tone. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts says  that  my  tone  is  not  the  right  one. 
Perhaps  it  may  not  be;  but,  sir,  if  we  ha^'e  done 
anything  to  weaken  the  power  of  the  patriotic 
people  to  put  down  the  rebellion,  it  has  been  by 
assuming  action  which  the  exigencies  of  the  coun- 
try did  not  require.  We  have  a  great  work  to  do 
to  save  the  country,  save  the  Constitution,  save 
constitutional  liberty.  We  want  the  arms  and 
the  Jielp  of  all  the  people  of  the  loyal  States.  We 
want  to  get  up  no  divisions  about  whether  women's 
rights  should  prevail,  or  about  establishing  for  a 
temporary  purpose  in  some  far-off  Territory  a 
principle  that  is  to  alienate  and  divide  loyal  men 
and  friends  of  the  Government. 

Sir,  it  is  of  a  piece  with  another  declaration 
that  I  have  heard  sometimes  in  this  Chamber,  and 
have  always  regretted  when  I  have  heard  it,  and 
that  was  that  it  mattered  not  whether  a  thing  was 
constitutional  or  not.  Sir,  this  Government  can- 
not be  saved,  constitutional  liberty  cannot  be 
saved,  unless  we  save  it  under  the  Constitution. 
We  are  fighting  for  liberty  regulated  by  law,  for 
constitutional  liberty;  and  so  far  from  strength- 
ening the  Government,  so  far  from  weakening 
the  rebellion,  you  divide  the  loyal  sentiment  of 
the  North,  you  aid  rebellion  whenever  you  un- 
dertake to  do  an  act  withoulconstitutional  author- 
ity. What  is  it  that  divides  the  loyal  people? 
How  is  it  that  there  is  an  opposition  in  the  northern 
States.'  On  what  is  it  based  ?  If  is  under  the  pre- 
tense that  the  Government  in  its  effort  to  put  down 
this  rebellion  has  usurped  authority,  has  assumed 
to  itself  powers  not  warranted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. I  think  these  charges  are  not  always  just. 
I  know  they  are  not;  most  frequently  they  are 
unjust.  But  I  would  avoid,  if  I  could,  the  appear- 
ance of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Does  this  violate  theCon- 
Gtitution? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  say  that 
this  violates  the  Constitution.  I  think  we  have  a 
right  to  organize  the  Territory  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  authorize  such  persons  as  we  think 
proper  to  vote  in  its  organization;  but  like  some 
other  measures  which  have  been  resorted  to,  the 
tendency  is  to  alienate  and  divide  loyal  men  and 
to  help  the  rebellion.  You  give  men  who  are 
really  opposed  to  the  Government  something  to 
go  before  the  people  upon,  and  get  up  divisions 
and  distraction.s,  when  we  want  no  divisions  in 
this  country  except  between  patriots  and  traitors. 
Let  that  be  the  line.  I  want  no  other  issues  until 
wo  shall  have  suppressed  this  rebellion. 

I  was  .sorry  when  this  proposition  was  intro- 
duced, and  without  undertaking  to  discuss  its  in- 
trinsic merits,  whether  thd  time  may  come  when 
it  will  be  proper  to  allow  colored  |)ersons  to  vote, 
and  females  to  vote  in  our  elections — without  en- 
tering on  the  discussion  of  any  such  question,  I 
say  it  i.s  a  needless  provision  here;  it  is  of  a  tem- 
porary character;  and  the  only  effect  of  it  i.s  to 
makcdivisiotis  in  the  North  ancl  among  loyal  men, 
and  I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  proposition  has 
been  thrust  into  Congress  to  go  before  the  pcojile 
and  be  discussed  upon  the  stump.  Why  agitate 
the  question  during  the  summer  as  we  go  home 
among  the  people  whether  a  colored  man  shall 
have  a  right  to  vole  at  the  first  election  in  Mon- 
tana, wliere  there  is  not  a  colored  man?  Shall 
that  be  tlie  ([uestion  to  be  di.scussed,  instead  of  the 
vital  one  of  appealing  to  the  paii  iotism  of  the  land 
to  rally  around  the  alundard  of  the  country  and 


put  down  this  wicked  rebellion?  Are  the  ener- 
gies of  the  people  to  be  wasted  and  their  thoughts 
occupied  with  discussing  these  abstract  questions? 

Now,  sir,  I  wish  there  could  be  a  feeling  here 
that  would  not  thrust  upon  us  any  such  questions 
at  such  a  time  as  this.  I  did  not  intend  to  take 
up  time  in  discussing  this  matter,  nor  am  I  now 
to  be  betrayed  into  making  a  speech  in  regard  to 
it.  All  I  mean  to  say  is  that  tne  effect  of  such  a 
proposition  is  evil,  and  only  evil,  and  that  if  we 
are  to  have  a  united  country,  a  united  people  in 
the  loyal  States  to  put  down  this  rebellion,  we 
must  avoid  raising  issues  at  this  moment  that  have 
no  practical  importance. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  withdrew  my  objection 
to  postponing  the  regular  order  of  business  on  the 
ground  that  there  would ^e  no  debate,  but  I  see 
the  debate  is  continued  on  this  question,  and  my 
friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wilson]  and 
several  others  are  trying  to  get  the  floor  to  debate 
it  further.  I  now  hope  the  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota will  not  object  to  my  moving  to  lay  this  bill 
aside  and  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  ap- 
propriation bill.     There  is  no  hurry  about  this. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
that  I  did  not  anticipate  this  debate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  is  evident  the  debate 
will  be  continued  at  some  length. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  wish  now  to  say  some- 
thing myself,  but  I  will  not  ask  to  do  so  to-day. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  move  to  go  on  with  the 
order  of  the  day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  no  mo- 
tion. The  Chair  understood  it  to  belaid  over  in- 
formally, but  objection  being  made  to  doing  so 
longer,  the  bill  comes  up. 

LEGISLATIVE,  ETC.,  APPROPKIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
192)  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill 
on  page  9,  after  line  two  hundred  and  seven,  by 
inserting: 

Sn  iTiucli  of  tlie  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  the  8th  of  August,  1846,  entitled  ".\n  act  to  pro- 
vide lor  the  more  cft'ectual  puhlication  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,"  as  restricts  tlie  publication  of  thcsaid  laws 
to  two  of  the  newspapers  in  each  of  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States,  he,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed  in  respect  to  States  and  Territories  bordering  on 
other  States  or  Territories  under  the  military  coTitrol  of  in- 
surgents: Provided,  That  the  said  laws  he  not  published  in 
more  than  four  newspapers  in  any  such  border  State  or 
Territory:  ^nd  provided  also.  That  the  publication  afore- 
said shall  not  require  any  fUrther  appropriation  by  Congress 
to  defray  the  expenses  tliereof. 

The  object  of  this  amendment  is  to  allow  the 
publication  of  the  laws  in  some  of  the  border 
States  in  newspapers  that  will  reach  the  insurgent 
States.  The  laws  cannot  be  published  in  any 
papers  in  the  insuigenl  Slates,  of  course;  it  would 
subject  the  publisliers  to  imprisonment  and  the 
papers  to  suppression;  but  there  are  papers  pub- 
lished in  Tennessee,  in  Mississippi,  and  in  Lou- 
isiana that  have  a  considerable  circulation  in  the 
insurgent  States,  and  it  is  considered  desirable 
that  the  laws  of  Congress  and  the  proclamations 
of  the  President  should  reach  the  insurgents 
through  this  medium.  It  requires  no  additional 
appropriation,  as  the  appropriation  is  already  suf- 
ficient to  cover  the  publication  of  the  laws  in  all 
the  States,  and  there  are  some  States  in  which  it 
is  impracticable  to  do  it.  It  is  desired  by  the 
Stale  Department,  and  is  also  desired  by  Gov-, 
ernor  Johnson,  of  Tennessee.  It  is  at  his  suff- 
gesiion  the  movement  is  made. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
to  precede  his  amendment  by  the  word  "and," 
liRcausc  otherwise  it  will  not  come  in  very  well, 
or  else  to  make  a  separate  section  of  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  will  modify  it  by  putting 
the  word  "and"  at  the  beginning  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  on 
the  17th  page,  after  line  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
six,  by  inserting  an  amendment,  which  I  am  in- 
structed to  offer  by  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
It  is  recommendeil  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior. He  (lecm.s  it  necessary  for  the  proper  ad- 
ministration of  the  Pension  Bureau  and  of  the 
Department  generally. 

For  .-iddilioual  clerks  in  the  Pension  Gnrcnii  during  the 
rciiiuindcr  ul'  llic  present  tiscal  year  and  the  llscul  yeuriiid- 


ing  the  30tli  day  of  June,  1865,  the  sum  of  $21,000 :  Pro- 
vided, Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  at  his  discretion, 
shall  be,  and  ho  is  liereby,  authorized  to  use  aiiv  portion  of 
said  appropriation  for  piece  work,  or  by  the  day,  week, 
month,  or  year,  at  such  rate  or  rates  as  he  may  dee4n  just 
and  fair,  not  exceeding  a  salary  of  $1,400  per  annum. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator,  if 
that  office  needs  an  addition,  why  it  is  not  spe- 
cifically defined  whataddition  it  shall  have,  classi- 
fying the  clerks,  &c. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  am  not  able  to  say  further 
than  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  stated  that 
this  he  believed  to  be  necessary,  and  could  not 
specify  it  moi-e  particularly  than  that  he  thought 
this  sum  would  probably  be  adequate.  It  wilfbe 
used  at  particular  times,  and  it  is  to  some  extent 
foreseeing  exigencies  that  may  possibly  notarise. 
He  did  not  wish ,  therefore,  to  have  a  specific  num- 
ber of  clerks  and  to  classify  them,  because  they 
might  not  be  necessary.  It  is  not  his  purpose  to 
use  any  more  of  this  apfropriation  than  shall  be 
necessary,  and  he  can  use  it  in  this  way  just  to 
the  extent  it  is  necessary  and  no  more. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  is  a  sum  given  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  this  bill  of 
P0,000  for  the  employment  of  additional  clerical 
force  in  certain  cases  if  needed,  and  the  classifica- 
tion of  those  clerks  is  authorized;  but  it  confines 
him  in  the  use  of  it  to  the  first-class  clerks  at  p,200. 
I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  going  above  the 
§1,200  here.     Let  the  amendment  be  read  again. 

The  amendment  was  read. 
Mr.  FESSENDEN  J,  I  move  to  amend  it  by  say- 
ing "$1,200" instead  of  "§1,400, "as  a  limit;  that 
is  the  pay  of  first-class  clerks.  If  he  employs  an 
occasional  force,  they  must  necessarily  not  be 
better  than  first-class  clerks.  This  is  the  limita- 
tion imposed  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  lie 
is  hereby  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  to  classify  the  clerks 
authorized  according  to  the  character  of  their  services,  or 
assign  to  such  of  them  as  he  shall  see  fit  any  compensation 
not  exceeding  that  of  clerks  of  the  first  class. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  doubt  whether  it  will  be  ex- 
pedient to  make  that  change.  At  certain  seasons 
there  is  a  great  press  of  applications  for  pensions 
that  require  to  be  examined;  they  pass  under  the 
eye  of  examiners,  and  it  is  necessary  to  increase 
temporarily  the  number  of  examiners,  requiring 
a  class  of  men  of  some  experience,  and  an  amount 
of  intelligence  and  capacity  above  a  mere  first- 
class  clerk;  generally  men  of  some  knowledge  of 
the  law  and  sonne  experience  in  matters  of  that 
sort  which  is  acquired  after  practice,  and  for 
which  gl,400  a  year,  or  at  that  rate  at  the  present 
time,  is  a  meager  compensation.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  the  ComiTiis- 
sioner  of  Pensions  will  employ  men  of  that  grade 
unless  it  should  be  necessary,  but  if  it  should  be, 
I  think  money  will  be  saved  as  well  as  time  by 
employing  men  who  might  be  employed  at  that 
price  when  a  less  price  would  not  command 
them.  It  is  true  that  it  depends  on  the  trust  and 
confidence  we  repose  in  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior and  in  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions.  I 
believe  both  of  them  will  use  the  money  econom- 
ically, and  will  not  employ  men  of  the  grade 
named  unless  it  would  really  be  a  saving  to  the 
Treasury  to  do  so. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Maine  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut, 
to  strike  out  "fourteen"  and  insert  "  twelve." 

Mr.  COLLAMER.     It  creates  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  and  confusion  to  have  your  prices  differ- 
ent in  different  Departments.     I  think  if  ^1,200      » 
is  enough  in  one  Department  it  should  be  in  the     ^ 
others.  ' 

Thcamcndmentto  the  amendment  wasadoptcd; 
and  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  see  that  on  page  32,  in 
lines  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two  and  seven 
hundred  and  .sixty-three,  there  is  an  appropri- 
ation for  "  wages  of  workmen  and  adjuslcrs"  at 
the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  of  §125,000.  I  move  to 
amend  that  clause  by  striking  out  the  words  "one 
hundred,  "so  as  to  leave  the  appropriation  §25, 000. 
I  move  this  ai>iendmeiit  for  the  reason  that  I  per- 
ceive that  for  the  mint  in  California  the  amount 
appropriated  for  the  same  object  for  the  same  pe- 
riod is  §150,050 — §25,000  more  than  is  appropri- 
ated for  the  saitic  service  at  the  Mint  in  Philadel- 
phia, where  the  cost  of  labor  ia  ackiiowlcdgedly 
iiHich  lower.  I  find  that  last  year  the  ajijuopria- 
tiona  for  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia  amounted  to     . 
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$3,500  more  timii  the  appropriations  for  die  mint 
at  San  Francisco.  1  find  also  tliaiiluiing  llie  same 
period  tiie  total  coinage  at  tlie  Min.t  at  Pliiladel- 
phia  was  fi|3,70G,047  "37;  and  during  that  year 
tiie  coinage  at  the  mint  at  San  Fiancisco  was 
P8,551,5'J8  G8 — about  six  times  the  amount,  of 
coinage  at  tlie  mint  in  San  Francisco  that  was 
done  in  Pliiiadclphia;  and  yet  $3,500  more  was 
yiaid  for  expenses  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  If 
^125,000  is  necessary  for  the  payment  of  work- 
men in  the  iVlintat  Philadelphia,  which  I  do  not 
believe,  surely  $150,000  is  not  sufficient  for  the 
mint  in  San  Francisco.  I  think,  looking  at  the 
proportionate  amount  of  coinage  at  each  estab- 
lishment, asl-eported  last  year  from  the  Mint  and 
branch  mint,  $25,000  for  this  purpose  at  Philadel- 
phia would  be  in  excess  of  the  amount  allowed 
for  the  mint  at  San  Francisco.  I  theiefore  move 
to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  $25,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  amount  appropria- 
ted last  year  for  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  for  this 
item  was  $111,800,  and  it  has  been  found  that 
that  amount  has  left  no  balance.  For  the  Cali- 
fornia mint  $105,000  was  appropriated.  This 
year  there  is  a  difference  of  $25,000  in  favor  of 
the  California  mint  in  the  appropriation  for  this 
item.  1  can  only  say  that  these  estimates  come 
from  those  who  are  directors  of  tlie  several  mints, 
and  are  indorsed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, who  sends  them  to  us.  It  is  very  clear  that 
by  striking  out  the  $100,000  and  leaving  $25,000 
for  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  the  result  will  be 
about  to  stop  the  work  which  is  done  at  the  Mint 
in  Philadelphia  at  once.  I  suppose  this  move- 
ment arises  from  the  estimate  which  my  friend 
from  Oregon  feels  with  regard  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia.  He  does  not 
like  a  certain  letter  of  that  officer,  to  which  he  re- 
ferred some  time  ago,  and  therefore  he  infers  that 
it  is  about  time  to  stop  all  business  at  tlie  Mint  at 
Philadelphia.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  hardly  come 
to  that  conclusion, and  especially  without  inform- 
ation on  the  subject  more  definite  than  is  pre- 
sented. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  am  not  actuated  by  the 
motive  which  the  Senator  from  Maine  attributes 
to  me.  I  have  made  a  fair  comparison  of  the 
cost  of  coinage  between  the  two  places.  Labor 
must  be  very  much  cheaper  at  Philadelphia, 
taking  the  Director's  own  argument;  and  I  think, 
based  on  the  considerations  there  presented,  this 
appropriation  is  excessive.  The  reports  show 
what  is  done  at  the  two  mints.  It  is  true  that  I 
regard  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  as  a  sort  of  pau- 
per house  for  broken-down  politicians.  I  can  see 
no  other  particular  object  for  it.  It  coins  only 
about  $3,000,000  a  year,  while  the  branch  mint 
at  San  Francisco  coins  about  $20,000,000.  Still, 
I  do  not  object  to  making  a  fair  appropriation  for 
the  Philadelphia  Mint.  It  is  probably  necessary 
that  those  politicians  should  be  supported  there, 
and  I  am  willing  to  give  them  a  fair  support.  I 
think  $25,000  is  ample. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  The  disparity  in  the  coin- 
age at  the  two  mints,  as  shown  by  the  Senator 
from  Oregon,  is  certainly  very  great;  but  1  pre- 
sume it  may  be  accounted  for  in  this  way:  the  coin- 
age at  San  Francisco  is  mostly  in  double  eagles, 
twenty-dollar  pieces.  We  coin  there  some  eagles, 
but  not  many;  a  few  half  eagles,  a  few  quarter 
eagles,  and  some  half-dollar  and  quarter-dollar 
pieces,  but  I  believe  nothing  below  that.  The 
labor  performed  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  consists 
largely  in  making  nickel  cents,  and  ten  and  five- 
cent  pieces,  and  those  classes  of  coins,  which, 
although  they  do  not  foot  up  very  much  in  the 
aggregate,  involve  a  good  deal  of  mechanical  la- 
bor. 1  suppose  that  is  the  real  cause  of  the  dis- 
parity of  the  expenditures  at  those  two  institu- 
tions. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  On  page  38  of  the  bill, 
after  line  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six,  I  pro- 
pose to  insert: 

And  from  and  aClfir  the.'ffllh  day  of  June,  1864,  tlic  salary 
of  the  Assistant  Attorney  General  shall  he  (81,000  per  an- 
nnin,  uiid  the  salary  of  the  chief  clerk  in  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral's ollice  .'^■2,000  per  anniun. 

I  offer  this  amendment  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  in  pursuance  of  a  recommendation 
from  the  Attorney  General.  Perhaps  I  had  bet- 
ter have  what  ho  says  read  to  the  Senate. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  of  Hon.  Edward   Bates,  Attorney  Gen- 


eral, to  the   chairman  of  the  Committee  on   the 
Judiciary: 

"  I  need  hardly  inform  you,  sir,  tliat  the  altered  condition 
of  the  country  within  the  last  three  years  has  greatly  in- 
creased and  diversified  the  lahors  and  cares  of  this  oHice. 
As  those  labors  consist  mainly  of  thought  and  study,  we 
have  occasion  foronly  a  comparatively  small  clerical  force, 
lint  there  is  a  pressing  need  in  the  oifice  for  more  lawyers 
than  the  present  arrangement  contemplates. 

"  The  law  provides  nie  with  an  assistant,  and  I  have  been 
fortunate  in  getting  one  who  is  a  diligent,  faithful,  and  able 
man.  Knowing  him  from  liis  youth  I  chose  him  for  those 
qualities;  and  now  he  remains  with  me  at  a  positive  pecu- 
niary loss  only  on  account  of  personal  attachment.  His 
salary,  fixed  by  law  at  $3,000,  was  perhaps  well  enough 
four  years  ago,  but  now  is  wholly  inadequate  as  a  recom- 
pense for  the  talents,  learning,  and  actual  labor  which  his 
position  requires.     His  pay  really  ought  to  be  J*4,000. 

"  'J'here  are  but  six  clerks  in  myoffice,  twoonly  of  whom 
receive  a  salary  of  $1,600.  The  other  four  are  paid  at  a 
lower  rate.  And  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  due  and 
convenient  discharge  of  the  daily  duties  of  both  the  Attorney 
General  and  the  assistant,  that  the  chief  clerk  should  be  a 
well-read  reliable  lawyer;  because  an  ordinary  clerk,  how- 
ever intelligent  and  faithful  in  the  common  routine  of  busi- 
iii!ss  and  in  keeping  the  books  fairly  written  up,  cannot  be 
safely  intrusted  with  many  minor  law  malters  proper  ;  such, 
for  instance,  as  correspondence  with  district  attorneys  and 
marshals  and  clerks  of  courts  in  relation  to  pending  cases. 
And  this  is  a  class  of  duty  from  which  the  Attorney  General 
and  his  assistant  ought,  in  view  of  their  constant  engage- 
ments In  matters  far  more  important,  to  be,  at  least,  in  part 
relieved. 

"  In  these  times  we  cannotliope  to  command  all  the  need- 
ful qualifications  of  a  chief  clerk  in  such  a  law  office  as  this 
for  ,'$1,600  a  year.  At  present  we  have  one  who,  1  hope  and 
believe,  is  entirely  competent.  But  we  have  him  by  acci- 
dent and  by  a  temporary  pressure  of  circumstances  else- 
where. 

"I  give  it  as  my  tl\^ughtrnl  opinion,  founded  on  three 
years  of  close  observation,  that  the  business  of  this  oflice 
would  not  only  be  much  facilitated,  but  that  it  would  be  a 
practical  economy  of  public  money,  to  raise  the  salary  of 
the  chief  clerk  of  this  Department  to  $2,500,  or  at  the  very 
lowest  to  $3,000." 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  highest  salary  paid  to  any  clerk  in  the  Attor- 
ney General's  office  is  $1,600,  while  all  the  other 
heads  of  Departments  have  clerks  who  are  paid 
higher  salaries.  That,  however,  would  be  no 
reason  for  raising  the  salaries  now;  but  the  rea- 
son given  by  the  Attorney  General  is,  I  think,  a 
good  one.  He  says  the  chief  clerk  in  his  office 
ouglit  to  be  a  lawyer,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to 
get  a  man  fit  for  such  a  position,  in  tlie  present 
condition  of  the  country,  for  $1,600  a  year.  I 
think  every  one  will  appreciate  that  at  once.  The 
amendment  I  have  offered  proposes  to  raise  it  to 
$2,000.  The  Attorney  General  said  it  should  be 
$2,500,  or  $2,000  at  the  lowest.  We  took  the 
lowest  sum.  TheefTcctis  to  make  the  chief  clerk 
in  his  office,  who  ought  to  be  a  lawyer,  a  $2,000 
clerk,  and  it  is  manifest  that  a  person  fit  to  be 
there  can  hardly  be  expected  to  be  procured  at  a 
less  sum  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country. 

In  regard  to  the  Assistant  Attorney  General,  I 
do  not  know  that  I  have  anything  more  to  say 
than  the  Attorney  Generalhimself  has  said.  That 
is  a  high  and  responsible  office.  I  do  not  think 
we  ought  to  raise  the  salary  on  account  of  the  in- 
cumbent; I  have  always  been  opposed  to  legisla- 
ting in  regai-d  to  the  particular  individual  holding 
an  office;  and  therefore,  although  Mr.  Coffey, 
the  present  Assistant  Attorney  General,  is  a  gen- 
tleman, as  I  understand,  of  very  great  ability, 
whose  services  are  certainly  worth  more  than 
$3,000,  I  would  not  put  it  on  any  such  ground  as 
that;  but  I  put  it  on  the  ground  that  the  office  of 
Assistant  Attorney  General,  so  important  a  po- 
sition as  that,  with  the  vast  amount  of  business 
that  comes  before  that  office,  ought  to  command 
a  salary  higher  than  $3,000.  I  am  not  disposed 
to  take  up  time  on  the  question.  I  submit  the 
proposition  as  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary and  the  Attorney  General. 

Mr.  PIALE.  I  hate  to  oppose  this  proposi- 
tion, because  it  looks  ungracious  to  do  so;  but 
the  difficulty  is  that  we  have  got  a  complaint  in 
this  country — it  prevails  and  spreads  more  rap- 
idly than  ever  the  small-pox  did — it  is  a  universal 
cry  from  all  classes  and  all  conditions  everywhere 
for  increase  of  salary.  Some  men  seem  to  think 
that  is  a  panacea  which  is  to  cure  everything.  It 
certainly  will,  if  my  friend  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Wilson]  comes  in  with  a  proposition  to 
increase  pay  and  add  rank.  The  increase  of  rank 
and  pay  seems  to  be  a  panacea  for  curing  all  our 
evils.  I  was  at  the  Postmaster  General's  room 
this  morning,  and  there  was  a  universal  applica- 
tion from  all  the  route  agents  for  an  increase  of 
pay.  There  is  a  combination  among  them,  I  be- 
lieve, and  the  country  is  going  to  be  deprived  of 


the  services  of  route  agents  if  their  pay  is  not 
increased.  You  cannot  call  at  any  of  these  offices 
without  being  constantly  told  how  low  their  sal- 
aries are.  You  listen  to  some  of  them  and  you 
think  them  very  reasonable.  But,  sir,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  has  told  us  that  if  we  want 
to  serve  our  country  and  relieve  it  from  the  con- 
dition in  which  it  is,  we  must  reduce  our  expend- 
itures and  increase  our  taxation.  Every  case  that 
is  presented  is  said  to  be  an  extraordinary,  a  pe- 
culiar one.  I  have  no  doubt  tliat  if  the  country 
could  afford  it,  it  would  be  well  enough  to  raise 
these  gentlemen's  salaries;  but  the  fact  of  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency  is  one  that  affects 
everybody,  and  if  you  raise  the  salary  of  one  you 
have  got  to  raise  the  salary  of  all. 

I  think  we  have  gone  in  this  direction  far  enough, 
and  a  great  deal  too  far.  The  call  from  the  coun- 
try is  not  for  high  salaries,  but  for  a  spirit  of 
sacrifice,  and  to  submit  to  the  burdens  that  the 
emergencies  of  the  country  impose  on  us.  1  do 
not  want  to  say  a  word  against  these  gentlemen; 
I  have  no  doubt  they  are  worthy,  deserving  gen- 
tlemen, and  if  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  and 
of  the  country  would  justify  it,  1  should  be  will- 
ing to  vote  for  an  increase  of  their  salaries.  I 
think  the  clerks  in  this  office  should  be  classified 
as  in  every  other  office.  I  would  give  the  At- 
torney General  four  classes  of  clerks,  $1,200, 
$1,400,  $1,600,  and  $1,800.  Let  them  be  classi- 
fied in  this  office  just  as  they  are  in  every  other, 
but  I  would  not  give  any  of  them  $2,000.  I  shall, 
however,  vote  against  the  amendments  for  the 
reasons  I  have  given. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  hope  this  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted.  The  difficulty  will  be  perfectly 
manifest.  We  have  had  a  struggle  over  this  ques- 
tion of  raising  the  salaries  of  heads  of  bureaus  and 
Solicitors  and  Assistant  Secretaries,  and  Congress 
finally  settled  down  into  a  determination,  I  hope, 
that  it  would  not  increase  that  class  of  salaries. 
I  liave  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Coflfey  is  a  very  excel- 
lent officer,  but  I  liave  no  doubt  that  many  very 
good  lawyers  can  be  found  in  the  country  who 
would  be  very  willing  to  acfecpt  the  oflice  and  per- 
form the  duties  of  it  for  the  amount  of  salary  he 
receives.  I  found  a  very  different  stale  of  ihmgs 
among  the  gentlemen  receiving  $3,000.  While 
some  of  them  said  they  could  not  live  at  $3,000  a 
year,  others  said  they  could  live  at  $3,000  pro- 
vided others  of  the  same  class  did  not  receive  more. 
It  depends  altogether  upon  the  degree  of  economy 
that  a  man  is  disposed  to  use  in  these  times.  If 
he  wants  to  keep  a  couple  of  horses  and  a  car- 
riage and  live  in  style,  he  cannot  live  on  $3,000 
honestly ,  and  some  of  them,  I  understand,  do  keep 
their  horses. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Honestly.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  know.  It  de- 
pends altogether  on  the  disposition  of  the  man  and 
how  much  he  is  disposed  to  limit  his  wants  to. 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  on  looking  into  this 
matter,  thought  everybody  should  live,  but  that 
people  should  try  to  live  economically;  and  they 
decided  that  in  raising  pay  they  would  begin  at 
the  bottom  and  raise  the  pay  of  tlie  messengers 
and  watchmen,  and  that  class  of  people  who  had 
very  low  pay,  and  could  not  live  comfortably  upon 
the  amount  they  received.  If  we  begin  to  apply 
this  rule,  there  is  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
who  holds  quite  as  important  an  office,  and  is  a 
lawyer  of  good  standing,  who  receives  less  than 
is  proposed  to  be  allowed  here.  There  are  many 
lawyers  of  excellent  standing  and  ability,  who  are 
heads  of  bureaus,  and  disclutrging  their  duties, 
and  doing  vastly  more  labor,  infinitely  more  la- 
bor than  the  Assistant  Attorney  General  is  called 
upon  to  do,  who  receive  their  $3,000  and  do  not 
complain;  and  they  hold  the  same  rank.  There 
are  the  various  Auditors  and  Comptrollers  receiv- 
ing only  $3,000  and  remaining  there.  If  we  be- 
gin with  this  we  shall  have  the  same  thing  over 
again,  applications  from  all,  and  acontinual  con- 
test and  fight  over  it  in  making  the  distinction. 

As  good  an  officer  as  Mr.  Coffey  is,  yet  be- 
lieving lie  is  not  the  only  man  in  the  country  who  is 
competent  to  fill  the  office,  that  many  others  may 
be  found,  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  change  the  con- 
dition of  things  in  that  particular  office.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  business  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral's oflice  is  very  greatly  increased  by  the  rebel- 
lion. It  has  not  operated  there.  In  other  cases 
where  we  have  been  obliged  to  increase  the  force 
ill  numbers,  it  has  been  from  the  i^reully  increased 
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business.  lam  not  aware  that  the  business  in 
that  office  is  so  greatly  increased  that  there  is  not 
force  enougli.  It  is  a  mere  question  of  pay,  and 
1  sincerely  hope  that  the  Congress  will  leave  that 
matter  as  it  is;  and  I  feel  more  disposed  to  leave 
it  so  because  the  Attorney  General  is  a  man  of 
such  vast  capacity  and  infinite  powers  of  labor 
that  he  does  really  not  need  the  amount  of  aid, 
perhaps,  tlu\t  another  man  of  less  ability  might 
m  his  position. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  TRUMBULL.      I  have  another  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  as  an  additional  section: 

,iiut  be  it  furtlicr  eitaclcd,  Tl)at  tlie  accounting  olficers  of 
llie  Trciisury  are  liercby  authorized  and  directed  to  allow 
to  the  reporter  of  the  Supremo  Court  the  amount  of  his 
annual  salary  for  the  tiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864,  on 
tlie  production  of  satisfactory  evidence  that  lie  lias  deliv- 
ered to  the  Secretary  of  the  interior  the  numl)er  of  copies 
of  the  decisions  of  said  court  prescribed  by  law,  and  tliat 
said  books  have  been  received  and  accepted  by  said  Sec- 
retary. 

I  can  explain  that  in  one  minute,  and  there  are 
papers  which  will  explain  it — a  letter  from  the 
First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.  The  law 
allows  the  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court  a  sal- 
ary of  $1,300,  and  has  provided  that  "  the  coin- 
pcnsation  shall  not  be  paid  unless  the  reporter 
shall  print  and  publish,  or  cause  to  be  printed  and 
published,  the  decisions  of  the  said  couit  made 
(luring  the  time  he  shall  act  as  such  reporter, 
within  six  months  after  the  said  decisions  have 
been  made."  And  another  provision  of  the  law 
requires  hiin  to  deliver  one  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  of  the  reports  to  the  Secretary  of  the  inte- 
rior.   The  hue  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
that  the  amendment  rends  "  the  reporter;"  it 
should  be  "late  reporter,"  for  he  has  been 
changed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  should  be  "late  re- 
porter;" it  ajiplies  to  Judge  Black.  The  word 
"late"  should  be  put  in.  The  books  were  de- 
livered to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  as  these 
papers  show,  and  the  amendinent  would  not  al- 
low the  payment  if  they  had  not  been;  but  it 
was  after  the  six  months  had  expired,  and  the 
ComptrollcM'  of  the  Treasury  says  that  there  was 
u  reason  why  they  were  not  delivered  before, 
which  was  SiUisfactory,  but  he  refused  to  make 
the  payment  because  the  six  months  had  expired. 
1'he  Goverimient  has  accepted  the  books,  and  it 
is  manifestly  just  that  tlie  allowance  should  be 
made.  It  requires  no  new  appropriation,  for  the 
money  was  appropriated  last  year.  This  amend- 
ment merely  allows  the  settlement. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  propose  the  following 
nmcndmcnt,  to  come  in  after  line  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one,  on  page  8: 

To  enable  the  Joint  Library  Committee  to  purchase  a 
complete  fill;  of  selections  from  European  periodicals  from 
1861  to  1864, relating  to  the  rebellion  in  the  United  States, 
to  be  di^posited  in  the  Library,  .34,000:  Provided,  That  no 
part  of  said  sum  shall  be  expended  until  the  entire  collec- 
tion and  an  index  thereto  is  coniiileted  and  approved  by  said 
connnittce. 

1  propose  this  amendment  by  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Library.  A  gentleman,  Col- 
onel Noiton,  has  undertaken  a  work  of  this 
kind  and  exhibited  to  the  committee  a  specimen 
of  it.  The  proposition  is  to  complete  it  by  col- 
lecting froiTi  all  the  principal  publications  of  Eu- 
rope, in  England  and  on  tlie  Continent,  articles  in 
relation  to  our  present  rebellion,  presenting  the 
manner  in  which  the  subject  is  understood  and 
treated  in  those  periodicsils.  It  will  be  a  wojk  of 
a  large  number  of  volumes,  nnd,  in  the  esftima- 
tion  of  the  committee,  a  reasonable  price  will  be 
the  sum  fixed  in  the  amendment.  It  is  a  propo- 
sition to  include  articles  from  the  Times,  News, 
Standard,  iSlanchestcr  Guardian,  John  Bull,  Lon- 
don Illustrated  Ncwfi,  Illustrated  Times,  the  Ex- 
aminer, the  Index,  the  Lender,  the  Saturday  Re- 
view, the  four  (Quarterly  Reviews,  the  Army  and 
Navy  Gazette,  and  the  Law  Mngazine,  in  Eng- 
land; the  Munitcar,  the  Pressc,  the  Journal  dcs 
Dehats,  nnd  other  publications  in  France;  and  the 
leading  publications  in  Germany  and  Belgium. 
This  collection  will  be  exceedingly  vnluable  to 
any  one  who  tins  occasion  to  ascertain  what  were 
the  views  entertained  in  Europe  at  thiseriticnl  and 
im|)ortant  period  of  oui'  history,  and  its  value  will 
be  most  niatirially  enhanced  by  being  arrangid  in 
llip  order  of  lime  and  having  an  index  made  lo  it, 
bo  as  to  cnuble  ane  at  any  tunc  to  refer  l(j  tlie  dif- 


ferent volumes  and  the  different  articles  as  occa- 
sion may  require.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
it  will  be  very  well  worth  this  amount  of  money, 
and,  indeed,ii  will  cost  the  whole  sum  to  prepare  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  On  page  3  I  propose  to 
strike  out  all  the  words  in  lines  forty-two,  forty- 
three,  and  forty-four  up  to  the  word  "eiglity"on 
the  forty-fourth  line.  The  bill  as  it  reads  gives 
to  "  the  assistant  in  charge  of  the  furnaces  ^[,600; 
laborer  in  charge  of  private  passages,  $600;  two 
laborers  at  ^480 each."  The  amendment  adopted 
yesterday  at  the  instance  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee relating  to  messengers  in  the  Executive  De- 
partments, increased  their  pay  some  twenty  per 
cent,  more  than  heretofore  received,  making  them 
receive  $720  in  lieu  of  $600.  I  understand,  and 
indeed  the  fact  must  be  so,  that  the  laborers  we 
have,  have  just  as  much  to  do,  and  are  just  as 
faithful  as  the  laborers  in  the  other  Departments 
of  the  Government;  and  i  propose  after  those 
words  are  stricken  out  to  move  the  insertion  of 
what  I  will  read: 

Four  laborers  at  an  annual  salary  of  $720. 

So  as  to  make  the  bill  read  after  "dollars"  in 
the  forty-first  line: 

Four  laborers  at  an  annual  salary  of  $720  each. 

There  are  now  four  labercrs;  two  of  them  get 
|600,  and  two  of  them  get  $480.  That  is  the 
whole  amount  of  the  increase  of  the  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator 
if  he  moves  that  amendment  by  instruction  of 
any  committee.'' 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     No. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  will 
allow  the  Chair  to  state  that  the  words  proposed 
to  be  stricken  out  have  been  amended,  and  there 
lire  other  words  in  the  bill.  The  Secretary  will 
read  that  clause  as  it  now  stands. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

Assistant  in  charge  of  furnaces,  ."jJSOO ;  laborers  in  charge 
of  private  passages,  $600  ;  two  laborers  at  §oOO  each. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    It  is  $480  in  the  printed  bill. 

Mr.  FESSliNDEN.    That  has  been  amended. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  My  object  is  to  give  them 
all  $720.  1  do  not  move  it  at  the  instance  of  any 
committee.  I  suggest  it  to  the  chairman  whether 
it  is  not  right  that  our  laborers  should  receive  as 
much  as  tlie  others;  they  are  very  faithful,  1  am 
told. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  are  a  great  many 
laborers  left  in  the  Departments  who  receive  only 
$600;  those  who  had  $480  before  and  some  $500. 
1  have  nothing  to  say  in  regard  to  the  Senator's 
motion  except  that  I  must  suggest,  as  I  atn  bound 
in  this  case,  that  I  believe  the  Senator  cannot 
move  to  increase  the  appropriation  unless  he  is 
instructed  by  a  committee  to  do  so. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  am  not  instructed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  In  the  impression 
of  the  Chair,  the  amendment  is  not  in  order  un- 
less it  be  reported  by  a  committee. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  on  page  43,  at  the  end  of 
line  ten  hundred  and  twenty-eight: 

Forsalary  of  warden  of  the  jail  In  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, $1,600. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  propose  an 
amendment  on  puge  43,  to  strike  out  lines  ten 
hundred  and  twenty,  ten  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  and  ten  hundred  and  twenty-two  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

For  salaries  and  other  necessary  expcMises  of  the  metro- 
politan police  foi'the  District  of  (Jolumbia,  $110,000. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

For  salaries  of  .■jupcrintcindcnt,  sergeants  of  police,  and 
polieo  p.Uriilmeii,  ^62,yoO ;  and  that  the  salaries  of  said 
.'•npfrintcndent,  sergeants,  and  police  patrolmen  are  hereby 
increased  Iwenly  per  cent. ;  and  tiiat  one  half  of  the  sal- 
aries and  other  necessary  expenses  of  the  metropolitan 
police  provided  for  in  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  create  a 
metropolitan  police  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  to 
establish  police  tli"refor,"  approved  August  fi,  1301,  and  of 
this  act  are  lier(d>y  imposed  upon  and  siiall  be  borne  after 
the  30th  (lay  of  June  next  by  the  cities  of  Wasliington  and 
Georgetown,  and  llie  county  of  Washington,  and  in  the 
following  proportion,  to  wit:  the  oily  of  Washington, 
twelve  lifteenlhs;  the  city  of  Georgetown,  two  fifteenths; 
and  the  county  ot Washington,  one  fifteentli. 

I  will  slate  in  a  word  the  substance  of  ihe 
ainundineiit.     In  tliu  fiml  [lUicc,  it  iiicrcu.sud  the 


compensation  of  the  active  police  force,  namely, 
a  superintendent,  sergeants  of  police,  and  police 
patrolmen  twenty  per  cent.  The  salary  of  the 
superintendent  of  police  now  is  $1,500,  and  we 
propose  to  add  twenty  per  cent,  to  that.  The 
sergeants  of  ]5olice  receive  $600,  and  they  are  in- 
creased twenty  per  cent.  The  police  patrolmen 
now  receive  $480,  and  they  are  increased  twenty 
per  cent.  Tlie  next  proposition  is  to  impose  one 
half  of  all  the  expenses  of  the  metropolitan  police 
upon  the  District  in  the  proportion  stated  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  One  half  of  the  whole 
amount  or  one  half  of  the  addition  .' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  One  half  of  the  whole  ex- 
penses of  the  metropolitan  police  under  the  art 
referred  to  in  the  amendment.  By  the  act  of  1861 
a  new  system  of  police  was  inaugurated  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  the  whole  expense  of 
that  system  was  imposed  upon  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  and  has  been  so  borne  since 
that  tinoe.  The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia do  not  see  why  the  whole  police  expense 
of  the  District  should  be  borne  by  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States.  That  there  isa  fiiir  demand 
for  the  proposed  increase  of  salaries  the  commit- 
tee do  not  doubt  from  the  facts  they  had  before 
them;  but  they  are  equally  clear  that  the  cities  of 
Georgetown  and  Washington  and  the  county  of 
Washington  should  contribute  to  the  maintenance 
of  this  police  system.  That  is  all  there  is  of  this 
proposition. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Is  this  metropolitan  po- 
lice force  that  we  make  this  appropriation  for  the 
only  police  force  we  have  in  these  cities? 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  had  the  impression  that 
it  was  an  additional  police. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  All  the  police  duties  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  are  performed  by  the  met- 
ropolitan police.  The  old  system  was  entirely 
abrogated  by  this  system,  which  was  inaugurated 
in  1861. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  As  this  amendment  re- 
duces the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  I  of  course 
have  no  objection  to  it,  if  it  be  acceptable  to  the 
committee. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  concurring  in  the 
amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  question  will  be  taken  on  all  the  amend- 
ments together,  except  those  upon  which  separate 
votes  are  desired,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  wish  the  amendment  I  of- 
fered from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  reserved 
for  a  separate  vote,  as  1  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  amend- 
ment will  be  reserved. 

The  remainder  of  the  amendments  were  con- 
curred in. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  now  on  concurring  in  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  was  reserved  for  a  separate  vole: 

For  additional  clerks  in  the  Pension  Bureau  during  Ihe 
remainder  of  the  present  fiscal  year  and  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing the  .■roth  day  of  .tune,  1865,  Ihe  sum  of  ^-21,000:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Interior,  at  his  discretion, 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  use  any  portion  of 
said  appropriation  for  piece  work,  or  by  the  day,  week, 
month,  or  year,  at  such  rate  or  ratios  as  he  may  deem  just 
and  fair,  not  exceeding  a  salary  of  .§1,200  per  annum. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  "$1,200"  and  inserting 
"$1,400;"  so  as  to  leave  it  as  it  stood  originally. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  really  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  be  amended  as  suggested.  It  is  im- 
possible, I  think,  with  any  propriety  to  make  a 
distinction  between  Departments  on  this  subject. 
If  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  wants  to  ad- 
vance his  clerks  to  higher  classes  he  will  have 
this  sum  within  his  control,  and  he  can  pay  to 
those  that  are  already  in  his  employ  a  larger 
amount,  and  employ  outsiders  at  $1,200.  There 
is  no  practical  difficulty  in  it.  He  can  accomplish 
his  purpose  in  that  way;  and  certainly  those  who 
arc  now  in  the  Department  as  clerks  of  the  first 
class  will  be  inore  likely  to  be  able  to  iierform  a 
higher  grade  of  duty  than  others  he  may  get  to 
come  in  new  and  fresh  from  the  outside  lo  perform 
thai  saim;  class  of  duties. 

Mr.  FlDSTER.  I  propose  it  because  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  and  the  Comniissjioucr  of 
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Pensions,  in  both  of  whom  I  have  confidence,  ask 
for  this  aniendinent  as  I  now  propose  to  altor  it. 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  will  make  substantially 
any  great  difTerence.  It  will  not  certainly  create 
a  distinction  between  the  Departments,  for  the  rea- 
son that  all  the  Departments  now  have  ^,400  and 
j|l,200  clerks.  But  so  far  as  this  immediate  amend- 
ment goes,  I  am  not  aware  that  it  makes  any  dis- 
crimination of  which  any  other  Department  will 
have  any  right  to  complain.  It  is  not  to  create 
permanent  clerks  with  this  salary,  they  may  not 
be  used  for  a  day;  but  if  it  should  be  necessary 
in  a  press  of  business  at  the  office  to  command  a 
man  wlio  could  be  employed  at  the  rate  of  p, 400 
a  year  for  a  month,  or  a  fev/  months,  it  would  be 
desirable  certainly  to  do  it  rather  than  to  employ 
two  at  jjl,200.  I  offer  the  amendment,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  money  from  the  Treasury 
but  witii  a  view  to  save  it,  for  I  am  as  desirous  of 
saving  it  as  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  This  very-bill  makes  the 
distinction.  I  read  the  provision  by  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  we  gave 
$30,000  for  tlie  same  purpose  of  employing  extra 
clerks,  &c.,  was  limited  to  jjl, 200  clerks.  If  this 
does  not  make  any  particular  difference  and  the 
object  can  be  accomplished,  I  really  think  it  would 
not  be  worth  while  to  make  the  distinction.  Al- 
though I  have  the  same  confidence  in  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions  as  my  honorable  friend 
has,  yet  I  am  confident  he  can  get  along  very 
well  with  §1,200  clerks.  Hecannot be  supposed 
to  be  cognizant  of  the  facts  that  I  am  cognizant 
of  with  regard  to  the  other  Departments;  and 
after  all,  we  carmot  comply  without  any  hesita- 
tion with  the  wishesof  these  officers.  We  must 
exercise  our  own  judgment  upon  it,  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  other  De- 
partments that  they  are  not.  I  really  think  my 
friend  had  better  abandon  the  amendment  andlet 
the  proposition  stand  as  it  is. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  Senate  is  thin,  and  was 
at  the  time  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  was  adopted.  1  do  not  wish  to 
divide  the  Senate.  If  Senators  will  give  expres- 
sion by  the  vote  when  it  is  called  for,  so  that  we 
may  see  how  their  minds  are  aifected  by  it,  I 
shall  not  ask  for  a  division  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  It  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FESSENDEN  the  title  of  the 
bill  was  amended  by  adding  the  words,  "  and  for 
other  purposes." 

ASAHEL  EUSII. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up 
Senate  bill  No.  33. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Will  it  occasion  debate? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  No;  I  do  not  think  it  will 
give  rise  to  any  debate  whatever. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (S.  No.  38)  to  authorize  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  Asahel  Bush,  late  public 
printer  for  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  It  author- 
izes the  proper  accounting  oflicerof  the  Treasury 
to  audit  and  allow  the  account  of  Asahel  Bush, 
late  public  printer  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  for 
printing,  binding,  &c.,  in  the  year  1855,  five  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  statutes  enacted  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  of  the  Territory  at  its  sessions  of 
1853-54  and  1854-55,  and  allow  for  the  same  such 
prices  as  were  by  law  allowable  for  such  services 
Rt  that  time. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  should  like  to  hear  some  ex- 
planation of  this  bill.  Do  we  usually  pay  the 
printers  of  these  Territories? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Is  there  a  report  accom- 
panying the  bill  ? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  'Yes,  sir;  there  is  a  printed 
report.  It  explains  the  whole  matter  perhaps  as 
succinctly  as  I  could  do  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Let  it  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  report,  from  v/hich  it 
appears  that  Asahel  Bush,  late  public  printer  of 
the  Territory  (if  Oregon,  asks  payment  forprint- 
ing  and  liiiidinH:,  in  the  year  1855,  live  hundred 
additional  copies  of  the  statutes  enacted  by  the 
L''gii-ilaiive  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon 
at  iis  .sessions  of  1853-54  and  1854-55.  By  an  act 
of  Coiigrew:^,  apjiroved  August  14, 1848,  (Statutes 


at  Large,  ix,  323,)  "  to  establish  the  territorial 
government  of  Oregon,"  it  is  declared  (section 
eleven)  that  "  there  shall  also  be  uppro[)riated, 
annually,  a  sufficient  sum  to  be  expended  by  the 
secretary  of  the  Territory,  and  upon  an  estimate 
to  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  the  printing  of  the  lav/s, 
and  other  incidental  expenses"  of  the  Territory. 
The  claimant,  Asahel  Bush,  was,  during  the 
years  1853,  1854,  and  1855,  public  printer  for  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  and  by  an  act  of  the  terri- 
torial Legislative  Assembly,  passed  January  11, 
1854,  (Statutes  of  Oregon,  page  432,)  he  was  or- 
dered to  print,  annually,  one  thousand  copies  of 
the  laws  enacted  at  each  session. 

The  code  of  laws  adopted  by  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  in  addition  to  the  legislation  of  the 
session  of  1853-54,  formed,  when  printed, an  oc- 
tavo volume  of  upward  of  five  hundred  pages. 
There  being  at  that  time  no  facilities  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Oregon  for  publishing  such  a  volume, 
Mr.  Bush  brought  the  manuscript  to  the  city  of 
New  York,  procured  the  execution  of  the  work 
in  accordance  with  the  act  of  the  territorial  Le- 
gislative Assembly,  and  forwarded  five  hundred 
copies  thereof  to  Oregon,by  express,  which  were 
received  by  the  secretary  of  the  Territory.  The 
remaining  five  hundred  volumes  he  shipped  by  a 
sailing  vessel  to  San  Francisco,  where  they  were 
reshipped  on  a  steamer  for  Oregon,  and  were  lost 
by  the  wrecking  of  that  steamer  while  on  her 
voyage,  in  November,  1854.  The  territorial  Le- 
gislative Assembly  of  Oregon,  which  commenced 
its  annual  session  in  the  montli  of  December  fol- 
lowing the  loss  of  these  five  hundred  volumes, 
taking  into  consideration  the  unavoidable  nature 
and  consequent  hardship  of  the  loss,  passed  an 
act  releasing  Mr.  Bush  from  his  obligation  to 
complete  the  delivery  of  one  thousand  copies,  as 
had  been  stipulated,  with  the  proviso  that  he 
should  "  not  receive  any  pay  except  for  the  five 
hundred  copies  already  delivered."  (Statutesof 
Oregon,  pages  469-70.)  Having  tlius  released  the 
territorial  printer  from  prior  obligations,  the  Le- 
gislative Assembly  ordered  him  "  to  cause  to  be 
printed  five  hundred  copies  of  the  laws  of  a  gen- 
eral nature  passed  at  the  last  and  present  ses- 
sions," (1853-54  and  1854-55,)  which  was  done 
in  accordance  with  the  order.  The  account  of 
Mr.  Bush  for  the  five  hundred  volumes  of  the 
first  published  volume,  which  were  delivered, 
has  been  paid  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  No  account  has  been  or  will  be  pre- 
sented for  the  remaining  five  hundred  copies, 
which  were  destroyed  by  shipwreck,  and  which 
he  was  not  bound  to  deliver,  after  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  had  released  him  from  his  obliga- 
tion. 

But  when  Mr.  Bush  presented  his  account  for 
the  publication  of  the  second  volume,  ordered  by 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  January  30,  1855,  he  was  only  paid 
for  the  presswork,  paper,  and  binding,  and  for 
the  composition  of  the  laws  of  1854-55,  from  the 
public  Treasury.  Payment  for  the  composition 
of  the  laws  of  1853-54  was  refused  by  the  account- 
ing officers  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  alleged  reason 
that  there  was  no  money  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress applicable  to  such  purpose.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  this  reprint  of  the 
territorial  laws  was  not  legitimately  chargeable 
against  the  regular  appropriation  for  printing,  but 
became  a  proper  subject  for  legislative  considera- 
tion; yet  the  act  of  Congress  under  which  the 
Territory  was  organized  does  not  warrant  this 
conclusion,  as  it  directs"  the  printing  of  the  laws," 
without  in  any  way  restricting  the  power  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  as  to  how  often  the  laws 
shall  be  printed.  The  reprinting  of  the  code  and 
the  laws  of  1853-54,  of  which  but  five  hundred 
copies  were  in  existence,  appears  to  have  been  de- 
manded, and  the  Legislative  Assembly  evidently 
considered  themselves  empowered  to  order  a 
second  edition.  Tlie  committee  think  that  the 
publication  of  the  volume  printed  in  1855,  for 
which  there  was,  on  the  6ih  day  of  August,  1856, 
(according  to  the  statement  of  Hon.  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, then  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,) 
a  balance  of  ijji3,638  20  remaining  unpaid,  was 
necessai'y;  that  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  was  justified  in  ordering  it, 
and  that  the  worlc  was  well  performed.  Under 
the  legislation    by  Congress  and  the  territorial 


Assembly,  the  claim  of  Mr.  Bush  is  considered 

just  and  equitable. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  want  to  inquire  (for  I  do  not 
know)  if  that  is  the  ordinary  mode  in  which  Con- 
gress pays  the  printers  of  territorial  Legislatures 
for  printing  the  laws  of  the  Legislatures? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Always.  Congress  pays 
all  the  legislative  expenses  of  the  Territory. 

Mr.  HALE.     This  is  a  reprint. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  They  print  them  once,  I 
know;  but  do  they  print  edition  after  edition  of 
the  same  laws? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  This  is  not  an  edition  after 
edition  of  the  same  laws.  The  territorial  Legis- 
lature ordered  a  thousand  copies  of  the  laws  to  be 
printed.  They  had  to  be  printed  in  New  York, 
as  there  were  no  facilities  for  printing  them  at  that 
time  in  Oregon.  They  were  sent  in  two  separate 
vessels  to  Oregon.  Half  the  edition  was  lost.  That 
edition  was  not  paid  for.  No  claim  was  made  for 
it.  The  portion  that  was  delivered  was  paid  for. 
The  Legislature  then  ordered  a  reprint  of  the  laws, 
adding  thereto  the  laws  of  the  subsequent  session. 
The  Comptroller  decided  that  he  had  no  right  to 
pay  for  the  setting  of  the  type  for  the  reprinting 
of  the  laws  of  the  first  session ;  he  could  only  pay 
for  the  setting  of  the  type  for  the  additional  laws 
of  the  subsequent  session  that  were  ordered .  The 
Comptroller  had  no  douht  of  the  justice  of  the 
claim;  but  there  was  no  appropriation  applicable 
to  it.  The  Committee  on  Printing  of  the  Senate 
have  examined  it  and  have  no  doubt  about  it. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

EEPEAL  OF  FUGITIVE  SLAVE  LAW. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  now  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No. 
141,  to  repeal  all  acts  for  the  rendition  of  fugitives 
from  service  or  labor. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were,  on  a  divis- 
ion— ayes  sixteen. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  must  have  the  yeas 
and  nays  in  order  to  obtain  a  quorum.  I  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  26,  nays  ]0;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clmndler,  Clark,  Con- 
iiess,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Ft'ssendeii,  Foster,  Grimes,  linli,-, 
Harris,  Hpiiriorson,  Howard,  Hnwe,  Lane  of"  [ndianii,  Lane 
of  Kansas,  Mor<|;iin,  Morrill,  Poineroy,  Kanisey,  Sliernian, 
Sunnier,  'J'en  Eyck,  Trumbull,  and  VVilUiiison— 96. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlilc,  Cowan,  Davis,  Hen- 
dricks,Powell, Riddle, Saulsbury,Yaii  Winklf,and  VVillev 
—10. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  pro[)oses  to  repeal  all  acts  of 
Congress  or  parts  of  acts  providing  for  the  rendi- 
tion of  fugitives  from  service  or  labor. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  FOSTER.     I  am  not  prepared  to  see  this, 
bill  passed  just  now.     I  did  not,  however,  appre- 
hend that  its  passage  was  to  be  called  for  at  this 
moment.     I  sufiposed  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  to  address  the  Senate  upon  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  sure  I  have  not  the  least 
desire  to  address  the  Senate.  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  perfectly  plain.  It  is  like  a  diagram;  it  is  like 
the  multiplication  table;  it  is  like  the  ten  com- 
mandments.    I  do  not  wish  to  say  a  word  upon  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  That  may  be.  Still  1  did  not 
apprehend  that  the  bill  was  to  be  put  on  its  pas- 
sage at  the  present  time,  and  1  confess  I  expected 
to  say  something  upon  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  has  been  for  two  months 
before  the  Senate,  and  I  have  tried  at  least  a  dozen 
times  to  get  it  up. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  we  may  as  well  pass 
the  bill  now. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is,  "Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  BUCKALEW.  On  that  question  I  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  1  do  not  intend  to  dis- 
cuss the  bill  that  is  now  before  the  Senate  except 
so  far  as  may  be  necessary,  in  a  very  few  wor'ls, 
to  state  the  reasons  why  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

If  the  joint  resolution  which  the  Senate  passed 
a  few  days  ago  proposing  to  amend  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Stales  t>o  as  to  abolish  sla- 
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very  throughout  the  United  States  had  passed  tlic 
other  branch  of  Congress,  and  had  been  approved 
by  a  sulilcient  number  of  llie  Logislatiues  of  the 
States,  so  as  to  make  it  a  part  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  there  wouUl  then  seem  to  be 
some  propriety  in  passing  tlie  bill  now  before  the 
Senate.  But  until  there  be  such  an  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  itsocms  to  me  to  be  very  plain, 
quite  as  plain  as  the  multiplication  table,  but  not 
of  quite  as  high  morality  as  the  ten  command- 
ments to  which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
compares  this  bill,  that  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass. 

Every  department  of  our  Government,  I  think, 
has  decided  that  a  fugitive  slave  law  in  some  form, 
securing  a  return  of  a  fugitive  slave  to  his  mas- 
ter upon  proper  claim,  should  be  enforced.  It 
was  decided  in  1793  by  our  fathers  when  they  en- 
acted the  law  of  that  year.  It  was  decided  in 
1850  by  the  enactment  of  the  law  of  that  year  as 
an  amendment  of  the  act  of  1793.  It  has  been  de- 
cided by  almost  every  court  of  the  States  and  of 
the  United  States  that  that  law  is  constitutional 
and  required  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  that  it  not  only  may  be  passed,  but  it  is 
obligatory  upon  the  conscience  of  Congress  to 
enact  some  law  which  will  secure  the  return  of 
fugitive  slaves.  The  executive  department, 
whenever  called  upon  to  touch  the  question,  has 
recognized  the  same  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

Now,  sir,  while  the  Constitution  remains  un- 
changed, while,  in  plain  v/ords,  it  provides  that 
"  no  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State, 
under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another, 
sliall,  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation 
therein,  be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor, 
but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to 
whom  SiUch  service  or  labor  may  be  due;"  while 
that  provision  of  the  Constitution  is  yet  in  full 
force  in  the  Constitution  and  obligatory  upon  the 
conscience  of  Congress,  it  is  proposed  to  abolish 
all  laws  upon  this  subject. 

I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  prepare  my- 
self to  discuss  the  question  somewhat  at  length 
were  it  not  that  the  minority  of  the  committee 
that  has  had  this  subject  under  consideration  have 
so  fully  given  the  reasons  why  this  bill  ought  not 
to  pass,  and  I  am  willing  to  stand  upon  tiiat  re- 
port. As  I  had  occasion  to  say  some  days  ago 
1  was  not  reared  in  a  slave  Slate;  I  know  but 
little  of  the  institution  except  as  I  read  of  it;  but 
I  do  recognize  my  obligations  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States;  and,  whatever  might  have 
been  my  feelings  in  the  absence  of  such  a  pro- 
vision in  that  instrument  which  I  have  sworn  to 
respect,  while  it  remains  in  the  Constitution,  and 
while  the  oath  to  respect  that  Constitution  is  u)ion 
my  conscience,  I  cannot  vote  for  this  bill.  It 
may  be  that  our  fathers  erred  in  the  agreement 
among  themselves  that  a  fugitive  slave  should  be 
returned;  it  may  be  that  it  was  a  mistake  on  their 
part,  but  while  tlieir  agreement  stands,  and  while 
my  oath  is  upon  my  conscience  to  respect  that 
ngreemet;t,  1  cannot  vote  for  a  bill  like  this. 

With  these  very  few  remarks,  standing  upon 
the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  hav- 
ing this  subject  in  chargi',  I  shall  content  myself 
with  giving  a  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
bill  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  us  follows: 

lie  it  enacted,  ^'c,  'I'liat  iill  ;icts  of  Congress^  or  parts  of 
.ict^,  iirovidiiij;  for  ilio  rciiditicm  of  fugitives  troiii  service 
or  l;il)or,  Ijn,  :iiid  the;  siiiiiu  arc  liereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  shall  .say  but  a  few  words 
al)out  this  matter,  nor  shall  1  discuss  the  pro- 
priety of  legislation  on  this  subject  now.  This 
bill  includes  not  only  the  law  of  1850,  which  1 
have  always  denounced  as  unconstitutional  and 
unjust,  but  also  the  law  of  1793.-  The  only  doubt 
I  have  on  the  subject  is  whether  we  ought  to  re- 
peal that  law,  it  being  a  law  made  by  tiie  framers 
of  the  Constitution.  As  for  the  law  of  1850,  I 
liave  always  believed  it  to  be  unconstitutional  and 
barbarous  in  many  of  its  main  feature-^,  and  I  am 
perfectly  willing  now  or  at  any  time  to  vote  for 
Its  repeal.  1  have  some  doubt  about  the  expe- 
diency of  now  repealing  the  law  of  1793,  and  I 
wish  iheSenatf)r,  in  order  to  avoid  a  difficult  ques- 
tion, would 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  will  say  the  committee  took 
that  into  consideration;  but  tlujy  felt  that  wc  had 
better  make  a  clean  thing  of  it,  purify  the  coun- 
try, lift  the  country  up  before  foreign  nations,  and 


let  us  now  wash  our  hands  of  all  support  of  sla- 
very. 

J\lr.  SHERMAN.  1  am  not  guided  exactly 
by  the  motives  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts.  He  desires  to  extirpate  the  whole 
of  these  laws.  I  wish  to  give  to  the  people  of  the 
southern  States,  the  few  that  are  left  who  have 
the  right  to  enforce  the  Constitution  against  us, 
their  constitutional  rights  fully  and  fairly.  The 
law  of  1850,  I  believe,  is  subject  to  a  fatal  objec- 
tion, and  it  ought  to  be  repealed.  I  would  have 
voted  for  its  repeal  any  time  since  it  was  passed. 
But  I  submit  to  the  Senator  whether  it  is  worth 
while  now  to  carry  this  proposition  further.  The 
law  of  1793  was  framed  by  the  men  who  framed 
the  Constitution.  It  has  been  declared  to  be  valid 
and  constitutional  by  every  tribunal  that  has  acted 
upon  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon. 
It  was  declared  to  be  unconstitutional  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Prigg 
case;  and  the  Senator  knows  very  well  that  it  is 
among  the  records  in  the  life  of  Judge  Story,  who 
gave  the  opinion  in  the  Prigg  case,  that  the  fatal 
objection  to  the  act  of  1793,  that  it  did  not  give  a 
trial  by  jury  in  a  case  of  human  freedom,  was 
never  argued  before  the  court,  and  that  he  per- 
sonally considered  it  an  open  question.  1  put  it 
to  the  Senator  whether  he  can  doubt  that  any 
human  being  whose  freedom  is  called  in  question 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  en- 
titled to  a  trial  by  jury.'  And  if  that  trial  is  not 
given  to  him  by  the  statute  which  undertakes  to 
doom  him  to  slavery,  I  pronounce  that  statute 
unconstitutional. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Without  engaging  in  any 
debate  on  these  controverted  propositions,  and 
feeling  the  weight  of  constitutional  obligation 
upon  me,  I  shall  content  myself  in  this  case  with 
recording  my  vote  on  the  bill,  and  by  placing  it 
simply  on  the  ground  that  I  do  not  wish  to  ex- 
tend this  repeal  back  to  a  law  which  was  framed 
by  the  men  whom  I  reverence  as  the  founders  of 
this  Government,  a  law  that  they  believed  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  pass,  that  was  acquiesced  in  for  more 
than  fifty  years — a  law  that  I  believe  has  been 
sanctioned  by  the  courts  and  by  the  people  of  this 
country.  To  repeal  that  act  now,  in  this  time  of 
revolution,  when  we  are  in  the  midst  of  war,  it 
seems  to  me  is  carrying  the  matter  too  far.  It  can 
only  operate  in  favor  of  a  very  few  men  compar- 
atively in  the  State  of  Kentucky.  Maryland  has 
already  substantially  or  soon  will  abolish,  sla- 
very. Kentucky  is  the  only  State  not  within  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  where  this  act  could 
iiave  any  effect.  There  are  portions  of  other  States 
excluded  from  the  proclamation;  but  Kentucky 
is  the  only  State  practically  to  be  affected. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     Missouri. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  no  slavery  in  Mis- 
souri. They  are  abolishing  it  there;  and  1  hope 
they  soon  will  in  Kentucky.  This  law  can  only 
operate  upon  a  few  persons  in  Kentucky  who 
hold  slaves  and  are  loyal  to  the  country.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  prefer  not  to  repeal  the  law 
of  1793,  about  the  constitutionality  of  which  I 
have  little  doubt. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Then,  Mr.  President,  I  un- 
(l(MSland  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  no  doubt 
that  \)nder  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
a  human  being  may  be  given  over  to  slavery  with- 
out a  trial  by  jury. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  not  go  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  that  question.  I  only  know  that  that 
law  has  been  u]ion  the  statute-book  almost  since 
the  foundation  of  the  Government;  that  it  was 
framed  by  the  men  who  framed  the  Government. 
The  very  men  who  passed  that  law  framed  the 
Constitution.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  will 
not  pronounce  it  unconstitutional. 

I  will  ask,  however,  before  the  roll  is  called,  if 
it  is  competent  for  me  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
except  the  law  of  1793  from  the  operation  of  this 
bill?  If  that  can  be  done,  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill 
with  great  pleasure.  I  will  ask  the  Chair  if  the 
bill  is  still  within  the  power  of  amendment.'' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time,  for  the  simple  purpose  of  offering 
that  amendment. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  ask  the  Senator  whether 
he  voted  in  the  affirmative? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.   There  was  no  division,  and 


therefore  any  one  has  a  right  to  move  to  recon- 

Th"e  PRESIDING  OFFICER  put  the  ques- 
tion, and  declared  that  the  ayes  appeared  to  have  it. 
Mr.  SUMNER.     I  call  for  a  division. 
Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  believe  a  reconsideration 
is  always  granted  in  a  case  of  this  kind.     I  never 
knew  it  to  be  refused. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  But  the  Senator  annouDces 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  SFIERMAN.  The  object  is  merely  to  ob- 
tain a  vote  on  the  amendment,  and  then  the  bill 
will  pass,  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Cannot  the  vote  as  well  be 
taken  on  the  proposition  to  reconsider?  Is  not 
that  the  same  thing? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  prefer  to  have  a  direct  vote 
on  the  simple  proposition  I  make,  to  add  these 
words,  "except  the  act  of  February  12,  1793." 
The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to;  there 
being  on  a  division — ayes  twenty-four;  noes  not 
counted. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill  is  now 
in  the  Senate,  and  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  hadpreparedan  amend- 
ment  

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  got  the  law  before 
me,  and  I  will  submit  my  own  view,  and  then  the 
Senator  can  present  his  proposition.  I  move  to 
add  at  the  end  of  the  bill  the  words,  "except  the 
act  approved  February  12,  1793,  entitled  'An  act 
respecting  fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  es- 
caping from  the  service  of  their  masters;'  "  so  that 
the  bill  will  read: 

That  all  acts  of  Congress  or  parts  of  acts  providiiiu  for 
the  rendition  of  fugitives  from  service  or  labor  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed,  except  the  act  approved  Feb- 
ruary ]2,  1793,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  fugitives  from 
justice  and  persons  escaping  fronj  tile  service  of  their  mas- 
ters." 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  by  repeal- 
ing the  act  of  1850,  and  then  the  act  of  1793  will 
certainly  remain  in  force,  because  the  act  of  1850 
is  merely  amendatory  of  the  act  of  17p3. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  were  some  acts  passed 
in  addition  to  those.     I  am  not  sufficiently  famil- 
iar with  them  to  state  what  they  are  at  present. 
I  think  there  was  one  passed  in  1818. 
Mr.  SUMNER.     1819. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  At  any  rate  I  am  willing 
to  let  this  repeal  extend  to  all  the  laws  on  the  sub- 
jectexcept  the  one  to  which  I  have  referred,  which 
is  contemporaneous  with  the  Constitution  and  I 
think  ought  to  be  retained. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  think  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  will  bring  the  question  before  the  Senate 
to  be  decided  by  its  vote. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  What  is  the  objection 
to  the  subsequent  act,  the  act  of  1819? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  has  been  some  other 
legislation  on  the  subject — I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  what  it  is — but  I  think  we  had  better  repeal 
all  the  laws  on  the  subject  except  the  act  of  1793. 
Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  I  regret  that 
the  committee  should  have  thought  it  necessary 
to  report  favorably  upon  this  bill;  not  because  the 
fugitive  slave  act  will  have  any  practical  effect  in 
enabling  any  master  to  have  his  slave  returned  to 
his  custody;  not  because  it  can  possibly  contrib- 
ute in  any  way  to  the  bringing  into  slavery  of  one 
who  is  already  free.  1  suppose  it  is  now  perfectly 
obvious  to  us  all  that  for  all  practical  purposes 
these  fugitive  slave  acts  are  a  nullity.  But  there 
is  a  consideration  which  operates  upon  my. mind, 
and  which  will  control  my  vote.  The  Constitution 
as  it  is  now,  according  to  my  interpretation  of  it, 
not  only  authorizes  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1793,. 
and  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1850,  but  made  it 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  some  law  of  that 
description.  The  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts is  mistaken,!  think,  in  supposing  that 
Mr.  Justice  Story  ever  even  doubted  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  act  of  1793. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  will  simply  refer  the  Sen- 
ator to  the  life  of  Judge  Story,  by  his  son,  and 
the  elaborate  chapter  on  the  Prigg  decision. 
Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  seen  it. 
But,  Mr.  President,  even  if  the  act  of  18.50  or 
that  of  1793,  considered  as  original  projiositions, 
would  now  for  a  moment  be  maintained  to  be 
unconstitutional,  there  is  one  question  which  is 
perfectly  plain  under  the  adjudications  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  particularly  in  the  judgment 
luonounced  by  Mr.  Justice  Story,  that  the  Con- 
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SLimtion  itself  is  a  fugitive  slave  act.  In  the  case 
of  Prig^  vs.  The  Stale  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
which  tiie  Senate  no  doubt  is  familiar,  that  court 
decided,  the  opinion  being  given  by  Mr.  Justice 
Story,  that  a  master  had  a  right,  vi^ithout  process 
and  independent  of  any  legislation,  national  or 
State,  to  seize  his  slave  wherever  he  might  find 
hiin  and  return  him  to  slavery  by  taking  him  to 
the  State  in  which  he  resided,  not  only  without 
being  guilty  of  any  trespass,  but  in  so  doing  he 
was  in  the  full  discharge  of  what  the  Constitution 
gave  him  a  right  to  perform  to  recover  his  prop- 
erty. In  that  particular,  and  because  of  that, 
there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
members  of  that  court.  The  present  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  United  States  was  of  the  opinion  (in 
that  respect  not  agreeing  with  his  colleagues  of 
the  majority)  that  the  obligation  under  the  Con- 
stitution was  an  obligation  upon  the  States  as  well 
as  the  United  States.  The  majority  of  the  court 
look  the  opposite  view,  that  ali  State  legislation 
on  the  subject  was  illegal  and  wholly  inoperative. 
The  Chief  Justice,  with  one,  I  think,  or  perhaps 
two  members  of  the  bench  thought  that  the  States 
had  a  right  to  pass  laws  to  effect  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  that  so  far  as  they  were  not  inconsist- 
ent with  the  laws  which  Congress  may  have 
passed  they  were  to  be  considered  as  valid. 

The  son  of  Mr.  Justice  Story  has  published  a 
letter  which  the  learned  judge  wrote  the  day  af- 
ter or  the  day  on  which  that  decision  was  pro- 
nounced, which  it  would  have  been  as  well,  I 
think,  for  his  reputation  if  the  public  had  not 
seen.  If  the  Senate  will  look  at  the  opinion  given 
by  that  distinguished  man  they  will  find  that  he 
took  the  view  that,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  there  was  an  imperative  obligation 
upon  the  United  States  to  give  to  the  masters  of 
slaves  the  righttotake  their  slaves  wherever  they 
could  find  them.  As  I  have  said,  he  thought  it 
could  be  done  independent  of  legislation;  but  he 
never  intimated  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
Congress  by  legislation  to  make  that  right  more 
effectual  than  it  would  have  been  if  it  stood  upon 
the  Constitution  alone;  and  he  therefore  said  that 
the  act  of  1793  was  constitutional;  and  in  that 
opinion  he  was  sustained  by  the  whole  bench. 

But  what  he  did  say  in  the  letter  to  which  I  have 
adverted  was  that  the  court  having  decided  that 
the  States  had  no  control  over  the  subject,  he 
thought  it  was  the  most  fatal  blow  that  slavery 
had  received,  intimating  that  in  the  then  temper 
of  the  public  mind,  so  far  as  the  national  Legisla- 
ture was  concerned,  there  would  be  no  future  le- 
gislation on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  that  nothing 
that  could  be  done  could  be  done  effectually  to 
enable  the  master  to  get  his  slave  back.  I  say, 
speaking  with  all  the  reverence  in  which  1  hold 
the  memory  of  that  very  distinguished  jurist,  I 
think  that  his  reputation  perhaps  suffered  and 
should  have  suffered  by  keeping  in  his  own  breast, 
as  he  evidently  did,  so  far  as  the  rest  of  the  court 
were  concerned,  his  view  of  the  effect  of  that  de- 
cision, and  writing  so  as  to  make  the  reader  be- 
lieve that  not  only  in  his  view  was  that  the  effect 
of  the  decision,  but  that  he  had  pronounced  the 
decision  for  the  very  purpose  of  bringing  about 
that  object. 

But  the  act  of  1850  itself,  which  is  so  obnox- 
ious to  my  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sherman,]  and 
it  is  certainly  no  favorite  of  mine — in  many  of  its 
particulars  I  think  it  very  objectionable  in  point 
of  expediency — the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case 
of  Booth  vs.  The  United  States,  by  a  unanimous 
decision,  affii'med  in  so  many  words  to  be  con- 
stitutional. The  honorable  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts seems  to  suppose  that  the  unconstitution- 
ality of  this  legislation  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  it  does  not  provide  for  a  jury  trial.  The 
court  have  said,  as  I  think  in  a  way  not  to  be 
successfully  met,  that  the  meaning  of  this  clause 
is  precisely  the  meaning  to  be  attributed  to  the 
remainder  of  the  clause,  of  which  it  forms  but  a 
portion.  The  entire  clause  provides  for  the  ren- 
dition of  fugitives  from  justice  and  fugitives  from 
service.  It  had  never  been  held,  in  relation  to 
the  meaning  of  the  first  part  of  the  clause— the 
rendition  of  fugitives  from  justice — that  it  was 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  jury  trial  in  the 
State  where  the  party  was  arrested.  Congress 
did  not  take  that  view  of  the  law  which  they 
passed  on  that  subject,  and  it  never  has  been  con- 
tested. For  the  same  reason  (and  the  court  have 
more  than  once  referred  to  it  as  a  conclusive  an- 


swer) that  Congress  may  provide  for  the  return 
to  the  State  where  the  ollensc  is  committed,  of  an 
offender  who  has  fled  from  that  State  forthe  pur- 
pose of  escaping  from  justice,  without  giving  him 
the  benefit  of  a  trial  ijyjury  in  the  place  where 
he  is  arrested,  can  you  order  the  return  of  a  fugi- 
tive slave  from  a  State  in  which  he  may  be  found 
without  giving  him  the  benefit  of  a  trial  to  ascer- 
tain whether  he  is  a  slave  or  not. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  except  for  the  honor  of 
the  thing,  which  may  loom  up  largely  perhaps 
in  the  imagination  of  my  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts, except  for  the  honor  of  the  party  of 
which  he  is  so  distinguished  a  leader,  what  prac- 
tical good  is  to  be  the  result  of  this  measure.' 
Will  one  single  slave  be  returned  under  these 
laws.'  Does  the  honorable  member  believe  that 
a  single  slave  will  be  returned  under  them  ?  The 
passage  of  this  bill  may  create  some  unpleasant 
feeling  in  that  part  of  the  South  which  is  section- 
ally  loyal,  and  among  many  in  that  part  of  the 
South  which,  though  sectionally  disloyal,  are 
themselves  loyal. 

I  admit  if  it  was  true,  if  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's conclusion  was  as  clear  as — to  repeat  his 
own  favored  illustration — the  multiplication  table; 
if  it  was  as  true  as  that  two  and  two  make  four, 
and  not  five,  we  ought  to  get  rid  of  this  legisla- 
tion, because  if  it  was  of  that  description  it  would 
be  a  reproach  to  our  own  intelligence;  but  is  the 
honorable  member  so  entirely  confident  that  it  is 
as  true  as  a  question  under  the  multiplication  ta- 
ble.' The  men  who  framed  the  Constitution,  I 
suppose,  knew  what  the  meaning  of  that  Consti- 
tution was  just  as.  well  as  my  honorable  friend 
from  Massachusetts  can  know,  or  as  any  mem- 
ber of  this  body  can  know.  The  president  of  the 
Convention  by  which  it  was  framed — no  friend 
of  slavery,  earestly  desiring,  as  we  see  by  his 
writings,  its  early  extermination — I  suppose  is 
just  as  likely  to  have  known  what  the  meaning 
of  the  Constitution  was  in  this  clause  at  least, 
which  more  especially  affected  his  own  region  of 
country,  as  the  honorable  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts. The  men  who  passed  the  act  of  1793, 
most  of  whom  had  been  members  of  that  Con- 
vention, were  just  as  likely  to  know  what  the 
Constitution  is  in  this  particular  as  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Massachusetts.  If  he  will  look 
at  the  proceedings  of  each  branch  of  Congress 
when  the  act  of  1793  was  passed,  he  will  find  that 
nobody  ventured  to  breathe  a  suspicion  either 
that  Congress  had  noauthority  to  pass  it,  or  that  it 
was  not  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  it.  The  bill 
passed  both  branches  unanimously. 

If  the  confidence  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Massachusetts  in  his  own  judgment  is  not  to  be 
shaken  by  the  fact  to  which  I  have  adverted,  one 
would  suppose  it  would  be  somewhat  shaken  when 
he  calls  to  mind,  if  he  shall  call  to  mind,  that 
the  courts  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  every 
court  of  the  United  States,  district  or  supreme, 
that  has  been  called  upon  to  pass  judgment  upon 
the  constitutionality  of  the  act  of  1793,  has  main- 
tained its  constitutionality.  During  the  whole  se- 
ries of  years  which  have  elapsed  from  the  passage 
of  the  act  of  1793  up  to  a  comparatively  recent  day 
no  member  of  Congress  suggested  the  repeal  of 
that  act,  either  upon  grounds  of  expediency  or  of 
unconstitutionality;  and  no  State  in  tfie  Union  by 
an  y  one  of  its  departmentsof  government  ever  ques- 
tioned ]iublicly  the  validity  of  that  act.  Recently, 
I  know,  new  views  have  been  taken  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  Constitution  recently,  first,  construed 
with  reference  to  the  principles  to  be  found  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  secondly,  con- 
strued by  itself  through  very  many  of  the  clauses 
which  relate  to  personal  freedom,  has  been  held 
to  be  so  inconsistent  with  slavery  that  an  act  of 
this  description  cannot  be  maintained  as  valid 
The  honorable  Senator  himself,  in  this  report,  if 
I  remember  it  correctly,  takes  the  ground  that 
the  clause  in  question  never  was  intended  to  em- 
brace slaves,  but  apprentices. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  misunderstood 
me.  I  did  not  doubt  that  the  persons  who  drew 
up  that  clause  meant  slavery,  but  1  insisted  that, 
according  to  all  just  rules  of  interpretation,  which 
neither  the  Senator  nor  myself  are  at  liberty  to 
disobey,  the  language  they  employed  cannot  be 
interpreted  to  mean  slavery;  for  according  to  those 
rules  slavery  cannot  stand  on  inference.  It  re- 
quires a  positive  text  to  sustain  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    I  do  not  know  what  the  hon- 


orable member  supposes  to  be  the  limited  effect 
of  inference.  I  suppose  when  we  are  called  upon 
to  construe  words,  we  are  to  construe  them  ac- 
cording to  their  intent.  Now,  I  understand  the 
honorable  member  to  say  that  the  intent  of  the 
persons  by  whom  those  words  were  used  was 
to  embrace  slavery,  but  he  says  they  have  not 
carried  out  their  intent. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  As  occurs  very  often  in  a  will 
or  contract. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  But  wills  and  contracts  are 
not  made  by  such  men  as  composed  that  Conven- 
tion. The  brightest  intellects  that  ever  shed  glory 
upon  the  world  were  to  be  found  in  that  Conven- 
tion. Every  clause  in  the  Constitution  was  care- 
fully penned  in  the  first  instance,  submitted  to 
the  most  careful  criticisms  throughout,  and  not 
adopted  until  every  man  in  the  Convention  knew 
what  every  other  man  in  the  Convention  meant. 
If  there  was  any  member  of  that  Convention  who 
supposed  that  these  words  would  not  comprehend 
slaves,  and  he  kept  that  to  himself,  he  did  not  deal 
fairly  with  his  compatriots.  Why  do  not  the 
words  include  slaves?  Why  is  it  a  matter  of  in- 
ference.' Do  they  not  include  apprentices.'  They 
include  somebody,  some  class  of  people;  and  if 
they  do,  what  class  is  included.'  Are  apprentices 
includetl.'  The  honorable  member  will  admit  that. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     And  redemptioners. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Andredemptioners;and  why.' 
Because  they  are  held  to  service.  Is  he  who  is 
held  to  service  for  life  less  held  to  service  than  he 
who  is  held  to  service  for  a  few  years.'  The  hon- 
orable member  may  assail  the  laws  of  the  States 
and  deny  that  there  can  be  any  law  in  any  State 
which  can  make  one  man  the  servant  of  another 
for  life;  but,  assuming  the  validity  of  those  laws, 
(and  the  very  object  of  repealing  this  act  of  1793 
and  the  act  of  1850  is  because  it  is  assumed  that 
the  laws  would  operate  upon  them,)  then  it  would 
follow  that  slaves  are  included  within  the  term 
"  held  to  service,"  unless  it  be  true  that  he  who 
is  held  to  service  for  life  is  not  held  to  service 
equally  with  him  who  is  held  to  service  for  a 
month  or  a  year. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Will  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
allow  me  to  call  his  attention  to  the  third  clause 
of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution.'     It  is  in  these  words: 

"  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  which  may  be  included  within 
this  tjnion,  according  to  their  respective  numbers,  which 
shall  he  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  numl)er  of  free 
persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  all 
other  persons." 

Who  are  meant  by  the  words  "  three  fifths  of 
all  other  persons.'" 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  am  obliged  to  my  friend 
from  Kentucky  for  his  reference  to  that  clause. 
The  language  of  the  particular  clause  in  question 
is  this: 

"  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under 
the  laws  thereof." 

All  we  have  to  ascertain  is,  is  there  a  law  in 
Maryland  which  gives  me  a  right  to  the  service 
of  a  slave  for  life?  If  there  is,  then  according  to 
the  words  of  the  provision  if  he  escapes  he  is  to 
be  returned  to  me.  But  if  there  could  be  any 
doubt,  looking  to  the  terms  themselves  which  are 
to  be  found  in  this  clause,  that  doubt  would  be 
removed  by  the  particular  clause  referred  to  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky.  The 
question  between  the  honorable  member  from 
Massachusetts  and  myself,  and  between  him  and 
Washington  and  every  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion, all  the  State  Legislatures,  every  State  court, 
every  district  court  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  with  Mar- 
shall at  their  head,  is  whether  the  term,  "  held  to 
service,"  as  used  in  what  is  called  the  fugitive 
slave  clause,  embraces  slaves. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  will  pardon  me. 
That  is  not  the  question.  The  question  is  whether 
the  whole  clause  is  applicable  to  slaves.  The  Sen- 
ator will  observe  that  there  are  still  other  opera- 
tive words.     The  clause  is  as  follows: 

"No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under 
the  laws  thereof,  eseaphig  into  aniiMicr,  shall,  in  conse- 
(lU(Micc  of  any  law  or  regulation  thoroin,  be  discharged  from 
such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  bi:  delivered  up  on  claim 
of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  in-  labor  may  bo  due." 

The  Senator  will  observe  this  clause  speaks  of 
a  party,  not  of  a  thing.  It  speaks  of  a  jjerson 
held  to  service  or  labor,  not  of  a  thing;  of  a  per- 


1712 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  19. 


son  held  to  service  or  labor  pursued  into  another 
State  where  he  is  claimed  by  one  to  whom  .such 
service  or  labor  may  be  ibie.  All  lluit  iinpliis 
contract.  It  does  not  imply  a  condition  of  sla- 
very. No  service  or  labor  is  due  from  a  slave  to 
his  master;  of  course  not. 

iVIr.  JOHNSON.  I  do  not  expect  to  satisfy 
the  honorable  member.  I  do  not  think  anybody 
could  satisfy  him.  I  knew  exactly  what  his 
reading  of  that  clause  was,  and  whatever  might  be 
urged  he  would  be  "  of  the  same  opinion  -still." 
He  says  now  that  it  applies  only  to  a  person  who 
is  under  a  contract  to  render  siTvice  to  the  parly 
from  whom  he  hns  escaped.  Where  does  he  get 
that  meaning.''  The  words  used  are,  "  any  per- 
son held  to  service  or  labor  under  the  laws  of  a 
State,"  not  under  contract,  and  the  apprentice 
would  be  included, and  the  indented  servant  v.'ould 
be  included,  not  because  he  was  an  apprentice  by 
contract,  not  because  he  was  an  indented  servant 
by  contract,  but  because  by  the  law  of  the  State 
that  contract  was  one  from  which  he  could  not 
escape,  because  by  the  law  of  the  State  he  was 
bound,  having  entered  into  thecontract,  to  render 
tlie  service  for  which  the  contract  stipulated.  But 
if  the  law  of  the  State  gave  to  one  man  a  right  to 
the  service  ofanotlier,  and  that  law  isli'gal,  (which 
is  not  involved  in  this  question,)  if  slavery  as  itex- 
ists  in  the  States  is  legal,  then  he  who  owes  service 
in  a  slave  State  to  a  citizen  of  the  slave  State  owes 
service  to  such  citizen  "  under  the  laws  tliei'eof. " 

i\ir.  SUAINER.  A  slave  camiot  owe  service, 
the  Senator  will  bear  in  mind. 

IVIr.  JOHNSON.  I  cannot  bear  that  in  mind. 
I  cannot  {jet  it  into  the  mind. 

Mr.  SUIVINER.  It  is  very  essential  in  discuss- 
ing this  question. 

iVIr.  JOHNSON.  I  know  it  is  absolutely  es- 
sential, to  come  to  your  conclusion;  but  it  is  a  con- 
clusion I  think  that  no  other  gentleman  can  well 
come  to,  becau.-^e  no  other  gentleman  can  well  get 
that  into  his  mind.  But  J  was  about  to  say  that 
the  clause  referred  to  by  the  member  from  Ken- 
tucky is  pregnant  with  meaning  on  the  question: 

"  Ili'preiieiitatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
aiuonu  tlic  several  States  which  may  be  iiieliidcd  within 
this  ITiiinn,  aceordinw  to  their  re.-ipective  numbers,  which 
Bliall  bi:  diU(!rmiiied  hy  addinp;  to  the  whole  number  of  Tree 
piTsons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  tenn  of 
years." 

Now,  one  of  your  classes  is  provided  for.  Your 
apprentices  and  your  indeiUed  servants  are 
"  bound  "  only  "  for  a  term  of  years."  They  are 
tobeadded.  Who  are  to  be  excluded  .'  "Indians 
not  taxed  "are  to  be  excluded.  Who  else  is  to 
be  added.'  "Three  fifths  of  all  other  persons." 
What  is  the  meaning  of  these  words.' 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Will  the  Senator  turn  to  section 
nine  of  the  first  article,  and  read  it.' 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  was  about  to  do  that. 
Now,  who  are  the  "persons,"  three  fifths  of 
whom  are  to  be  added  for  the  ])urpose  of  determ- 
ining the  question  of  representation  and  the  other 
question  of  taxation.'  If  you  take  the  a[)prcnlices 
out,  and  tiie  indented  servants  out,  and  the  In- 
dians out,  arc  there  any  other  persons  than  slaves? 
The  honorable  memijcr  is  not  to  be  told,  Mr. 
President,  that  one  of  the  political  objections  to 
slavery  which  the  North  has  urged,  and  which 
was  quite  a  sound  one  if  they  were  nbout  to  make 
a  constitution  for  themselves,  was  that  three  fifths 
of  the  slaves  were  added  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
cri'.'isiiig  the  representation  of  the  South,  when  the 
North  was  denied  the  right  to  increase  its  own 
representation  by  having  added  in  any  way  for 
that  purpose  any  portion  of  its  property,  what- 
ever that  might  be.  The  objection  was  a  |)olit- 
ical  oni,'.  It  was  that  this  clause  gave  to  the  South 
greater  weight  in  the  councils  of  the  country  than 
their  white  free  population  entitled  them  to;  and 
the  objection  was,  not  that  apprentices  were 
added,  for  they  were  white,  ru)t  that  indented 
servants  wereadded,  for  they  were  white,  but  that 
what  the  South  considered  as  profierty,  slaves, 
Were  addi.'d.  In  all  the  debutes  upon  liiat  sub- 
ject, that  has  been  a  fruitful  topic  of  complaint, 
and  the  N{jrth  no  doul)t  in  a  few  years  after  the 
Constitution  was  ado|)ted,  and  particularly  after 
iIk;  southern  States  began  to  multiply  and  this 
slave  population  began  to  multiply,  would  have 
chunked  the  Constituticni  if  they  could  in  that 
particular.  When  the  Cimstitution  was  adopted, 
It  v.i\n  a  matter  comparatively  unimportant;  but 
whiui  you  added  southern  State  after  suutln'm 
State,  and  brought  in  slaves  by  the  thousand,  the 


disproportion  between  the  white  population  and 
the  slave  population  became  so  great  that  in  point 
of  fact  you  made  an  aristocracy  of  the  South,  and 
they  ruled  the  North,  not  by  their  own  nuiribers, 
but  because  they  were  masters  of  the  slaves. 

But  what  was  the  object  of  the  ninth  section  of 
the  first  article.'  That  is  a  provision  which  was 
taken  out  of  the  amendatory  clause,  and  that  ninth 
section  says: 

"The  mi^'ration  or  impoitationof  such  persons  as  any  of 
the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall 
not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808." 

What  is  the  meaning  of  "persons"  there.' 
Were  there  any  white  a[)prentice  boys  in  Africa? 
Wore  there  any  laws  of  apprenticeship  in  Africa? 
Did  any  there  by  contract  owe  service  to  any 
master  in  Africa?  Did  any  there  by  contract 
agree  to  owe  service  to  any  man  who  would  come 
there  and  take  thenn  away?  We  know  it  was  not 
so.  That  ruthless  and  barbarous  traffic,  the  dis- 
grace of  civilization,  the  dishonor  of  England  more 
than  of  ourselves,  was  a  trade  of  violence.  They 
were  snatched  from  their  country  by  force  or  by 
fraud,  subjected  to  all  the  dangers  of  the  passage 
hence,  dying  by  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands, after  suflering  excruciating  tortures  that 
make  the  blood  run  cold  even  when  we  read  of 
them  at  this  distant  day;  they  were  brought  here 
.and  made  slaves,  and  we  said  that  they  might 
continue  to  be  brought  for  a  time,  as  included 
under  tlie  term  "  ])ersons;"  and  the  honorable 
member,  therefore,  unless  he  is  able  to  read  that 
word  "  persons"  in  the  ninth  section  as  compre- 
hending only  apprentices  cannot  read  the  same 
word  to  be  found  in  the  fugitive  slave  clause  as 
meaning  only  apprentices. 

The  Senate  is  not  to  be  told,  Mr.  President, 
that  1  share  as  earnestly  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts  can  in  a  desire  to  see 
the  institution  terminated.  The  diiTerence  be- 
tween us  is,  as  I  think,  that  he  takes  a  different 
view  of  constitutional  obligation.  Itis,asl  think, 
that  the  Constitution  recognizes  the  institution  in 
plain  terms,  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  our  fathers 
to  make  such  a  recognition,  that  they  acted  in 
pursuance  of  that  purpose  during  the  wiiole  period 
of  their  own  lives  upon  earth,  that  every  act  of 
legislation  passed  by  them  during  the  time  that 
they  were  guiding  the  councils  of  the  country 
recogiHzed  the  institution  and  deemed  it  the  duty 
of  every  department  of  the  Government,  as  long 
as  the  institution  should  remain,  to  protect  it.  1 
desire  to  see  the  day,  and  I  trust  it  is  not  far  dis- 
tant, when  that  difficulty  will  be  gotten  rid  of, 
when  the  institution  itself  will  be  atan  end,  when 
it  will  not  only  not  be  recognized,  but  will  be  pro- 
hibited; but  until  that  is  done,  as  far  as  my  individ- 
ual vote  is  concerned,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  vote  in 
accordance  with  what  I  believe  the  requisitions  of 
the  Constitution  are  as  the  Constitution  now  is. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  shall  not  be^betrayed  into 
any  extended  debate;  but  shall  content  myself 
with  replying  directly  to  what  has  been  said  on 
the  other  side. 

There  isfirstthe Senatorfrom  Ohio,  [Mr. Sher- 
man,] who  intervened  to  arrest  the  generous  pur- 
pose of  the  Senate,  as  it  was  about  to  vote,  by  a 
proposition  to  keep  alive  the  old  act  of  1793. 
Strange  that  now,  while  we  are  in  deadly  conflict 
with  slavery,  it  should  be  proposed  to  keep  alive 
an  ancient  supjjort  of  slavery.  But  the  Senator 
gravely  insists,  and  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Johnson]  insists  with  him.  But  the  Sena- 
tor from  Oliio  does  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the 
character  of  the  statute  which  he  proposes  to  keep 
alive.  Let  me  remind  him  that  by  this  statute 
which  he  cherishes  so  warmly  a  fellow-man  may 
be  hurried  before  a  magistrate  and  doomed  tosla- 
very  without  a  trial  by  jury.  Can  this  be  con- 
stitutional? Will  the  Senator  sanction  such  an 
iMiactment  ? 

But  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  who  is  so  famil- 
iar with  our  jurisprudence,  tKkesexce[)tion  to  the 
statement  which  has  been  made  to  the  effect  that 
Mr.  Justice  Story  admitted  that  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  act  of  1793  hiul  iKJver  been  alHrnied 
liy  the  Supreme  Court.  He  thinks  that  this  learned 
judge  never  nuule  any  such  statement.  But  he 
IS  much  mistaken.  H<'re  is  a  volume  containing 
the  Life  and  Letters  of  Joseph  Story,  which  1  have 
just  received  from  the  Library.  1  turn  to  the  pas- 
sage.    Here  it  is: 

"  Our  prov.iillii!;  opinion,  which  lias  croateil  eroat  preju- 
dice Ujjain St  this  juilj>iiiciii,  i?,  ihiil  it  duiilcM  tliu  right  of  u 


person  claimed  as  a  fugitive  from  service  or  labor  to  a  trial 
by  jury.  This  mistake  arises  from  supposing  Uie  case  to 
involve  the  gpiieral  question  as  to  the  coiistitiilionality  of 
the  act  of  1793.  But  in  fact  no  such  question  was  in  the 
case,  and  the  argument  that  the  act  of  1793  was  unconsti- 
tutional, bixause  it  did  not  provide  for  a  trial  by  jury  ac- 
cording to  the  requisitions  of  the  sixth  article  in  tlie  Amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  having  been  suggested  to  my 
father  on  his  return  from  Washington,  he  replieil  tliut  this 
qitestioii  teas  not  argued  by  counsel  nor  considered  hy  t/ie 
court,  and  that  he  should  still  consider  it  an  ojien  one." 

Thus  it  is.  According  to  this  authentic  record 
by  liis  son  the  necessity  of  a  trial  by  jury  was  not 
argued  by  counsel,  nor  considered  by  the  court, 
and  he  declared  that  he  should  consider  it  an 
"  open"  question;  so  that  the  constitutionality  of 
the  act  in  this  important  respect  has  not  been  af- 
firmed by  the  court.  But  the  Senate  is  now  asked 
to  affirm  it.  We  are  asked  to  vote  that  a  feilow- 
man  be  handed  over  to  slavery  without  a  trial  by 
jury.  To  me  this  proposition  is  hateful  beyond 
the  power  of  words  to  express. 

But  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  not  content 
with  afSrming  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  of 
1793,  has  plunged  intoa  general  discussion  on  tiie 
fugitive  ch\use  of  the  Constitution.  He  insists 
laboriously  that  it  was  intended  to  cover  fugitive 
slaves.  When  1  reminded  him  that  its  authors 
might  have  intended  it  to  cover  fugitive  slaves, 
without  succeeding  in  their  attempts,  he  then  in- 
sists that  it  does  cover  fugitive  slaves.  Well,  sir, 
there  1  meet  him  point-blank.  I  insist  that,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  original  intention  of  the 
framers  of  that  clause,  they  did  not  succeed  in 
making  it  cover  fugitive  slaves.  It  is  a  question 
of  construction,  and  the  language  employed  is  not 
applicable  to  fugitive  slaves.  It  does  not  describe 
them,  and  cannot  by  any  just  tribunal  he  extended 
to  embrace  them.  If  the  prejudices  of  the  Sena- 
tor were  not  already  enlisted,  I  should  not  doubt 
his  judgment  on  this  point,  which  in  the  light  of 
jurisprudence  is  so  clear. 

There  is  a  rule  of  interpretation  which  the  Sen- 
ator will  not  call  in  question.  Where  any  lan- 
guage is  open  to  two  constructions,  one  favorable 
and  the  other  odious,  that  which  is  odious  must  be 
rejected.  I  do  not  stop  to  give  authorities.  The 
rule  is  unquestionable  and  the  authorities  are 
ample.  But  do  not  forget  the  conclusion:  that 
which  isodious  must  be  rejected.  Now,  the  Sen- 
ator has  already  admitted  that  the  language  of  the 
clause  is  applicable  to  apprentices.  Very  well. 
That  is  enough.  In  its applicatioti  to  apprentices, 
rede mptioners,  and  the  like,  it  is  exhausted,  so  that 
it  cannot  be  made  to  cover  a  slave  without  offi'iid- 
ing  against  the  rule  which  requires  us  to  adopt 
the  construction  which  is  the  least  odious.  And, 
sir,  if  we  go  further  and  scan  nicely  the  language 
of  the  clause,  we  shall  find  that  the  words  em- 
ployed are  all  afiplicable  to  a.  relation  of  contract 
or  cZe6(,and  not  to  a  relation  founded  on  force.  The 
clause  is  applicable  to  a  "  person,"  and  not  to  a 
thing,  and  this  "  person"  is  to  be  surrendered  on 
the  claim  of  the  person  to  whom  his  service  or 
labor  may  be  due.  But  clearly  no  labor  or  ser- 
vise  can  be  due  from  a  slave  to  a  master.  The 
whole  pretension  is  an  absurdity.  And,  if  you 
give  to  this  word  its  legitimate  application,  you 
must  restrain  it  to  a  case  oC contract  or  debt.  In 
this  glance  I  omit  the  argument  founded  on  his- 
tory, and  the  well-known  opinions  of  leading 
minds  in  the  Convention,  and  confine  myself  to 
the  text  of  the  Constitution. 

But  the  Senator  dwelt  especially  on  the  words 
"held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  under  the 
laivs  thereof, "&itd  triumphantly  insisted  that  slaves 
were  inclutJed  under  this  language.  Here  again  \ 
he  is  mistaken.  Apprentices  and  redemptioners  ■ 
were  held  under  "  laws;"  but  I  need  not  remind  T 
the  Senator  of  the  admission  repeatedly  made  on 
this  floor  by  Mr.  Mason,  that  there  were  no  "laws" 
for  slavery  in  any  slave  State;  at  least,  that  none 
could  be  produced.  Besides,  as  a  jurist,  the  Sen- 
ator cannot  have  forgotten  the  ancient  truth  that 
injustice  cannot  be  "  law,"  but  is  always  to  be 
regarded  as  an  "abuse  "  or  a  "  violence,"  even 
though  expressed  in  the  form  of  "  law."  In  pres- 
ence of  this  principle,  which  has  the  sanction  of 
as  great  a  lawyerasSi.  Augustine,  and  in  the  face 
of  the  positive  assertion  of  Mr.  iVlason,  that  no 
"law  for  slavery  could  be  found  in  the  slave 
States,  what  becomes  of  the  argument  of  the  Sen- 
ator? No,  sir.  The  case  is  clear.  No  ingenu- 
ity of  honest  effort  can  make  the  words  that  the 
Senator  cites  or  luiy  others  in  that  clau.se  sanction 
slavery  and  the  hunting  of  slaves.  In  order  to  pro- 
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ceed  with  his  argument  the  Senator  must  begin  by- 
setting  aside  those  commanding  rules  of  interpre- 
tation which  arc  binding  on  him  as  on  myself.  If, 
where  words  are  susceptible  of  two  significations, 
one  favorable  and  the  other  odious,  the  former 
only  can  be  taken,  then  must  the  Senator  restrain 
this  clause  to  that  signification  which  is  not  odi- 
ous. And  again,  if  every  word  is  always  tO  be 
construed  so  as  most  to  favor  liberty,  then  must 
the  Senator  follow  implicitly  this  rule.  But  these 
two  rules  make  it  impossible  to  torture  this  clause 
into  any  odious  or  tyrannical  signification.  They 
keep  it  clean  and  pure  from  slavery. 

Sir,  1  feel  humbled  by  the  necessity  of  this  dis- 
■  cussion;  that  at  this  late  day  I  should  be  called 
to  vindicate  the  Constitution  of  my  eountry 
against  glosses  and  interpretations  in  the  interest 
of  slavery.  Pardon  me  if  for  a  moment,  leaving 
the  two  Senators  who  seek  to  foist  slavery  into 
the  Constitution,  I  turn  to  the  question  itself, 
not  so  much  for  argument  as  for  statement.  If 
I  seem  to  repeat,  it  is  because  there  are  certain 
points  which  I  desire  to  impress  upon  the  Sen- 
ate. To  my  mind  nothing  is  clearer  than  that, 
according  to  unquestionable  rules  of  interpreta- 
tion, the  clause  of  the  Constitution,  whatever  may 
have  been  theintentof  its  authors,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered applicable  to  slaves.  Such  is  slavery 
that,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  cannot  be 
sanctioned  or  legalized  except  by  "positive" 
words.  It  cannot  stand  on  inference.  This  rule, 
which  no  reason  can  shake,  drove  Lord  Mans- 
field to  his  great  judgmentin  Sommersett's  case. 
African  slavery  had  for  two  generations  prevailed 
in  England.  It  had  been  pronounced  to  be  legal 
by  eminent  lawyers  and  judges.  Some  of  the 
brightest  names  in  Westminster  fiail  had  given 
to  it  the  sanction  of  professional  opinion  and  of 
judicial  decision.,  At  last  a  person  at  that  time 
unknown,  Granville  Sharp,  struck  by  the  injus- 
tice of  slavery,  devoted  himself  to  consider  the 
grounds  on  which  its  legality  was  recognized. 
He  studied  the  laws  of  England,  and  all  the  evi- 
dences of  its  constitution.  In  the  course  of  these 
studies  he  was  gratified  to  find  that  there  was  no 
positive  establishment  of  African  slavery  in  Eng- 
land,.and,  indeed,  that  the  words  "  slave"  a-nd 
"  slavery"  were  nowhere  to  be  found  in  the  Brit- 
ish constitution.  Henext  applied  himself  to  the 
accumulation  of  well-known  rules  of  interpreta- 
tion, requiring,  in  any  case  of  doubtorquestion, 
that  the  interpretation  should  be  on  the  side  of 
liberty,  and  especially  that  any  man  was  "  im- 
pious" and  "cruel"  who  did  not  favor  liberty. 
Impiety  and  cruelty  are  not  light  burdens  for  an 
honest  conscience.  The  conclusion  was  irresist- 
ible that  slavery  could  not  exist  in  England. 

But  the  unanswerable  argument  of  Granville 
Sharp  was  rejected  at  first  by  the  bar,  who  re- 
garded it  as  an  attempted  innovation.  The  direct 
precedents  and  the  weight  of  authority  were  the 
other  way,  and  this  with  most  lawyers  is  enough. 
Harvey  said  tliat  no  person  above  "forty"  ac- 
cepted his  discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood.  A  nd  Granville  Sharp  found  himself  in  the 
same  predicament.  But  this  good  man  was  not 
disheartened.  He  knew  well  that  there  was  no 
statute  ofliniitations  against  principles;  and,  better 
still,  that  principles  must  finally  prevail  ovet*  pre- 
cedents. Principles  are  immortal,  and  bloom  with 
perpetual  youth.  Precedents  are  mortal, and  die 
from  age,  decrepitude,  and  decay.  Against  prin- 
ciples precedent^  may  for  a  while  prevail;  but  the 
time  must  surely  come  when  that  which  is  mortal 
must  yield  to  that  which  is  immortal.  In  this 
conviction  he  persevered  until  at  last  lawyers 
were  convinced,  and  then  the  court. 

The  judgment  of  Lord  Mansfield  on  this  occa- 
sion constitutes  a  landmark  of  law  which  will  be 
remembered  proudly  when  all  his  contributions 
to  commercial  law  and  general  jurisprudence  are 
forgotten.  It  was  a  contribution  to  the  British 
constitution  and  to  human  rights.  Like  every 
principle  of  natural  law,  it  approves  itself  at  once 
to  the  reason  and  conscience.  And  this  authority 
I  now  invoke  in  the  interpretation  of  the  fugitive 
clause. 
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But  I  have  already  said  too  much.  The  argu- 
ment on  both  sides  is  presented  in  the  two  reports 
of  the  committee,  or  rather  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  and  the  views  of  the  minority.  Sen- 
ators, I  doubt  not,  have  already  made  up  their 
minds,  which  no  discussion  can  change.  Of 
course,  some  may  vote  against  the  acts  on  one 
ground  and  some  on  another.  The  arguments  are 
numerous.  It  is  enough,  if  on  any  ground  they 
vote  to  remove  this  shame  from  our  statute-book. 

I  do  not  enter  into  any  details  of  the  constitu- 
tional argument:  whether  Congress  has  the  power, 
under  the  Constitution,  to  legislate  on  this  sub- 
ject, or  whether  it  may  confide  this  great  trust  to 
a  single  magistrate  without  a  trial  by  jury.  These 
are  grave  questions,  worthy  of  debate,  into  which 
I  am  ready  to  enter  if  the  occasion  requires.  But 
I  forbear.  Often,  in  times  past,  I  have  discussed 
these  questions  in  the  Senate  and  before  the  peo- 
ple; but  I  believe  the  time  for  discussion  is  passed. 
And  permit  me  to  confess  my  gladness  in  this  day. 
I  was  chosen  to  the  Senate  for  the  first  time  im- 
mediately after  the  passage  of  the  infamous  act 
of  1850.  If  at  that  time  I  received  from  the  peo- 
ple of  Massachusetts  any  special  charge,  it  was 
to  use  my  best  endeavors  to  secure  the  repeal  of 
this  atrocity.  I  began  the  work  in  the  first  ses- 
sion that  I  was  here.  God  grant  that  I  may  end 
it  to-day. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  said  enough  for  the  pres- 
ent occasion.  But  the  suggestion  has  been  too  often 
made  that  this  measure  is  not  practical.  Not  prac- 
tical! This  is  the  favorite  phrase.  But  this  de- 
pends upon  what  Senators  consider  as  practical. 

If  it  be  practical  to  relieve  the  people  from  an 
unconstitutional  and  oppressive  statute;  if  it  be 
practical  to  take  away  a  badge  of  subjugation  im- 
posed by  slave  masters  during  their  brutal  suprem- 
acy; if  it  be  practical  to  secure  the  good  name 
of  the  Republic,  which  still  suffers  immeasurably 
from  this  outrage;  if  it  be  practical,  at  this  mo- 
ment of  our  own  severe  trial,  to  do  justice  to  those 
we  have  oppressed,  and  thus  secure  the  favor  of 
Providence ;  and  finally ,  if  it  be  practical  to  strike  at 
slavery  wherever  we  can  hit  it,  and  to  relieve  our- 
selves of  all  responsibility  for  this  terrible  wrong, 
then  is  this  measure  eminently  practical.  It  is  as 
practical  as  justice,  as  practical  as  humanity,  as 
practical  as  duty,  which  cannot  be  postponed. 

But  independent  of  the  intrinsic  justice  of  this 
measure,  it  is  recommended  also  by  an  expediency 
of  the  highest  character.  I  am  sorry  to  plead  in 
this  way,  but  the  occasion  must  be  my  apology. 
Senators  are  not  aware  how  much  our  country 
has  suffered  in  the  judgment  of  civilized  nations 
from  that  accursed  statute,  which  has  now  for 
more  than  ten  years  been  a  byword  and  hissing 
among  men.  Genius,  in  some  of  its  rarest  cre- 
ations, has  made  it  known,  literature  and  art  in 
every  form  have  lent  themselves  to  expose  it, 
while  the  unutterable  atrocities  which  it  has  sanc- 
tioned have  been  carefully  gathered  together  and 
circulated  abroad  as  testimony  against  republican 
institutions.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion 
this  statute  has  been  constantly  adduced  by  our 
enemies  abroad  as  showing  that  we  are  little 
better  than  Jefferson  Davis  and  his  slave-monger 
crew;  for  slavery  never  shows  itself  worse  than 
in  the  slave-hunter.  Only  within  a  few  days  there 
has  appeared  at  New  York,  published  for  the  fair, 
a  photographic  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  late  Alex- 
ander Humboldt,  which  contains  the  following 
words:  "  I  have  the  warmest  attachment  to  your 
beautiful  and  liberal  city,  New  York,  but  have  earn- 
estly and  deeply  regretted  that  Webster,  whom  I 
long  respected,  more  than  favored  tht\t.  skameful 
law  which  still  persecuted  colored  men  after  they 
had  regained  by  flighttlieir  natural  inborn  liberty, 
of  which  they  had  been  robbed  by  Christians." 
Humboldt  was  our  friend,  but  he  could  not  for- 
bear from  characterizing  this  statute  as  "shame- 
ful." Be  a.ssured,  sir,  it  is  a  burden  for  our 
cause  abroad  which  it  ought  not  to  l)e  obliged  to 
bear.  For  the  sake  of  our  cause,  and  that  it  may 
have  new  strength  in  the  gushing  sympathies  of 
the  civilized  world,  it  should  be  repealed  at  once, 
without  n  day's  delay. 


But  I  confess,  sir,  another  motive.  At  this 
moment  of  severe  trial,  I  wish  my  country  to  put 
itself  right  with  that  Supreme  Power  which  holds 
in  its  hands  the  destinies  of  nations.  It  is  as  true 
in  the  life  of  nations  as  in  the  life  of  individuals 
that,  if  you  would  have  equity,  you  must  do 
equity;  but  the  great  equity  which  we  must  do 
is  to  be  found  injustice  to  an  oppressed  race.  It 
is  vain  that  you  complain  of  disaster  to  your 
arms,  of  colored  soldiers  and  their  brave  officers 
cruelly  treated  at  Fort  Wagner,  of  colored  soldiers 
and  their  brave  officers  massacred  at  Fort  Pillow, 
if  you  yourselves  continue  to  set  the  example  of 
injustice.  The  story  of  the  Israelites  will  be  re- 
vived, and  plague  after  plague  will  be  sent,  sound- 
ing forever  the  old  commandment,  "  Let  my  peo- 
ple go."  If  the  plagues  that  have  been  sent  al- 
ready are  not  enough,  another  and  yet  another 
will  visit  us.  There  is  one  assurance  of  obedi- 
ence which  you  can  give.  It  is  to  expunge  from 
your  statute-book  all  support  of  slavery.  Be  in 
earnest  here,  and  yon  will  be  practical.  Then, 
having  done  equity,  you  may  fearlessly  ask  for 
equity. 

I  have  already  said  more  than  I  intended.  It 
was  my  purpose  to  leave  the  Senate  to  vote  with- 
out a  word  of  argument  or  persuasion.  The 
case  to  my  mind  was  too  clear,  and  I  thought  the 
time  had  come  for  votes.  And  now,  as  {conclude, 
1  forbear  to  press  all  constitutional  objections,  and 
present  the  whole  question  on  a  single  ground. 
Slavery  has  struck  at  the  national  life.  Let  us 
strike  back  wherever  we  can  hit  it,  and  above  all 
let  us  purify  the  statute-book,  so  that  there  shall 
be  nothing  in  it  out  of  which  this  wrong  can  de- 
rive any  support.  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty, 
all  fugitive  acts  should  be  repealed.  The  argu- 
ment against  one  is  good  a£;ainst  all. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  clear  as  ray 
opinion  is  upon  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution, 
and  as  to  the  obligation  as  long  as  slavery  exists 
to  pass  a  law  something  like  the  act  of  1793,  or 
the  act  of  1850,  if  I  believed  with  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  that  the  repeal  of  those  two  acta 
would  end  the  rebellion,  I  think  I  should  waive 
my  scruples;  or  even  if  it  v/ould  very  materially 
aid,  or  if  it  would  aid  at  all  in  bringing  about  that 
result. 

The  honorable  member  has  a  sanguine  temper- 
ament. He  is  one  of  those,  I  believe,  who  thought 
that  if  they  could  only  muster  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  black  troops,  and  let  it  be  known 
that  they  would  be  called  to  our  standard,  the  war 
would  be  very  much  at  an  end.  We  did  that 
two  years  ago,  and  still  it  is  being  waged.  But 
there  may  be  something  potential;  moral  influ- 
ences are  hard  at  times  to  account  for;  they  are 
as  inscrutable  as  thedispensations  of  Providence. 
It  may  be  that  the  honorable  member,  if  he  suc- 
ceeds in  repealing  these  laws,  will  be  the  hero  of 
the  day,  terminate  the  rebellion,  capture  the  foe, 
and  throw  into  the  shade  all  those  who  peril  life 
in  leading  the  armies  in  the  hope  of  accomplish- 
ing the  same  end.  But  I  am  not  entirely  satisfied 
that  that  will  be  the  result;  nor  do  I  believe  (.hat 
the  judgment  whicli  the  world  is  now  passing 
upon  us  will  be  much  affected  by  this  measure. 
The  world  is  not  as  ignorant  as  the  honorable 
member  would,  as  1  think, sujipose  it  to  be.  They 
know  now  that  the  purpose  of  the  loyal  States  is 
to  terminate  this  rebellion,  and  to  tenniiiate  ilby 
terminating  slavery.  Whatever  influence  the  ex- 
istence of  the  institution  may  have  had  prejudi- 
cial to  us  in  the  past,  is  now  gone.  Our  banner 
is  looked  at  by  the  world  at  large  as  the  banner 
of  freedom,  carrying  with  it  its  consolations  and 
its  hopes  wherever  it  may  be  carried  by  our  sol- 
diery. 

I  rose,  however,  Mr.  President,  to  rescue  the 
reputation  of  Mr.  Jcistice  Story  from 

Mr.  SUMNER.     His  son. 

Mr.  JOIIN.SON.  From  his  son,  and  from  the 
use  which  the  honorable  member  himself  is  mak- 
ing of  the  son's  authority.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  connected  with  that  judge,  profession- 
ally, the  reporter  of  his  deciaioiis,  knew  his 
thoiightfi,  knew  his  j)rofessioruil  habits,  knew  the 
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exli-iii;  live  learning  that  he  brought  to  all  tiie 
questions  that  were  before  him.  He  is  not  to 
be  tolJ  that,  son  or  no  son,  he  has  unwittingly- 
libeled  the  memory  of  his  faiher  in  attempting  to 
satisfy  the  public  that  that  father  never  passed  af- 
nrmaiively  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  act 
of  1793. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  forborne  in  this  dis- 
cussion from  introducing  my  own  testimony  on 
iliis  mattt-r,  becau.se  I  thought  tlie  book  was 
enougli.  My  own  relations,  as  tlie  Senator  has 
suggested,  with  the  late  Mr.  Justice  Story  were 
of  great  professional  and  personal  intimacy;  in- 
deed, from  my  childhood  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
I  was  in  the  habit  of  conversing  with  !iim  on  the 
opinions  pronounced  at  Washington,  and  I  re- 
member well  his  conversation  immediately  after 
he  pronounced  the  judgment  in  the  Prigg  case. 
I  heard  liis  opinions;  I  was  the  depositary  of  his 
most  intimate  thoughts  on  tliat  remarkable  casi;; 
und  1  have  to  state  that  the  son  has  not  slated  the 
opinions  of  his  father  on  that  subject  as  strongly 
as  he  might. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then  I  am  sorry  the  facts 
'have  been  made  known.  Here  I  have  the  opin- 
ion in  the  case  of  Prigg  vs.  The  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania.  'I'he  difference  between  the 
honorable  member  and  myself  is  whether  the  fu- 
gitive clause  embraces  slaves.  That  is  one  differ- 
ence. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  No  reference  is  made  to  Mr. 
Justice  Story  on  that  point.  The  only  point  with 
regard  to  which  his  authority  lias  been  quoted  is 
ihe  constitutionality  of  the  old  statute  of  1793,  so 
far  as  it  faili'd  to  supply  a  trial  liy  jury.  Tliatis 
the  only  point  with  regard  to  which  his  name  has 
been  adduced. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  understand,  and  I  will 
eome  to  that. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  adduce  Mr.  Justice 
Story  on  the  other  question. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  understand  that;  butl  was 
about  to  say  that  the  difference  between  the  hon- 
orable member  and  myself  and  those  who  think 
with  me  is  whether  the  fugitive  clause  embraces 
slaves.  What  said  Mr.  Justice  Story  in  the  case 
of  Prigg? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  He  said  it  did. 
Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  read  from  his  opinion, 
speaking  for  the  whole  court,  in  the  case  of  Prigg 
vs. The  Commonwealth  ofPennsylvania,  reported 
in  16  Peters.  I  read  from  page  611,  which  my 
honorable  friend  can  consult  to-night.  In  the 
opinion  the  learned  judge  quotes  the  two  clauses 
of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  fugitives  from 
justice  and  fugitives  from  labor,  and  then  says: 

"  The  last  cliiuse"— • 
That  is,  the  clause  in  relation  to  fugitives  from 
labor — 

"Is  that  the  true  Interpretation  whereof  is  dh'ectly  in  judg- 
ment before  us.  Historically,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
object  of  the  clause  was  to  secure  to  the  citizens  of  the 
ulavuliolding  States  the  cojuplete  riglit  and  title  of  owner- 
ship in  their  slaves,  as  property,  in  every  State  in  the  Union 
intn  which  they  might  escape  from  the  State  where  they 
Were  held  in  servitude,  'i'he  full  recognitlnu  of  this  right 
and  title  was  Indispensable  to  the  security  of  this  species 
of  property  In  all  the  slaveholding  States,  and,  indeed,  was 
so  vital  to  the  preservation  of  their  domestic  interests  and 
Institutions  that  it  cannot  he  doubted  that  it  constituted  a 
ftindainenlal  article  without  the  adoption  of  which  the 
Union  could  not  have  been  formed.  Its  true  design  was  to 
guard  against  the  doctrines  and  principles  prevalent  In  the 
non-slaveholding  Stales  by  preventing  them  from  intermed- 
dling with,  or  obstructing,  or  abolishing  tim  rights  of  the 
owners  of  slaves." 

So  much  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  clause.  Now, 
the  honorable  member  says  that  whatever  may 
have  continued  to  Ije  Mr.  Justice  Story's  opin- 
ion in  relation  to  that  question,  he  never  gave  an 
opinion,  or  did  not  mean  to  give  an  opinion,  as  to 
the  constitutionality  of  the  act  of  1793. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  On  the  question  of  trial  by 
jury. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  All  the  questions  that  were 
involved  in  that  rase.  Was  that  question  in- 
volved ?     I  quote  from  page  618: 

"  But  It  has  been  argued  that  the  act  of  Congrcia  is  un- 
constitutional, because  It  does  not  full  within  the  scop';  of 
any  of  the  enumerated  powers  of  h-gislation  conlidcd  to 
that  body;  and  tlivrcfore  It  Ih  void." 

Mr.  Jusiici;  Story  goes  on  to  reply  to  that  ob- 
jection, and  then  adds — >[  read  from  ptige  6UI): 

"Tin;  Very  act  of  179ri,  now  utnier  consideration, ntrurds 
Ijm  most  conclu«ive  pronf  that  (Congress  lias  acted  upon  a 
▼flryUllfcwfiit  nilc  of  iiiti'jpretnljon,  and  has  hupponcd  that 
ihXi  light  a>  well  3i  Uie  duty  oricgislatlon  oh  Ihe  uubfi'cl  of 


fugitives  from  Justice  and  fugitive  slaves  was  within  the 
scope  of  the  constitutional  autliority  conferred  on  the  na- 
tional Legislature." 

He  speaks  of  the  silence  of  the  Constitution  in 
regard  to  the  particular  mode  in  which  fugitives 
from  justice  might  be  recovered,  and  says: 

'•  This  very  silence  occasioned  embarrassments  in  enfor- 
cing the  right  and  duty  at  an  early  period  after  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution, and  produced  a  hesitation  on  the  part 
of  the  executive  authority  of  Virginia  to  deliver  up  a  fugi- 
tive from  justice  upon  the  demand  of  the  executive  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  the  year  1791;  and,  as  we  historically  know 
iVom  the  message  of  President  VVashington  and  the  public 
documents  of  that  period,  it  was  the  Immediate  cause  of 
the  passing  of  the  act  of  1793,  which  designated  the  person 
(the  State  executive)  upon  whom  the  demand  should  be 
made,  and  the  mode  and  proofs  upon  and  in  which  it  should 
be  made.  From  that  time  down  to  the  present  hour  not  a 
doubt  has  been  breathed  upon  the  constitutionality  of  this 
part  of  the  act." 

Mr.  SUMNER.  That  is  clear;  but  I  wish  to 
bring  the  Senator  back  to  the  single  point  here  in 
issue,  whether  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Slates  in  the  Prigg  case  heard  arg;uments  in  the 
first  place  on  the  question  of  trial  by  jury,  and 
secondly  whether  they  decided  that  question. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  they  did  not  hear  such 
arguments  and  the  suggestion  did  not  occur  to 
themselves,  it  was  only  because  at  that  time  of 
day  nobody  had,  I  was  about  to  say,  the  hardi- 
hood to  sugi^est  such  a  proposition. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  But  itseems  that  immediately 
after  giving  the  opinion  in  the  case,  the  distin- 
guished magistrate  who  gave  it  thought  that  the 
objection  was  a  very  grave  one,  and  said  that 
it  was  not  considered  or  decided  by  the  court; 
thereafter  he  should  regard  the  question  as  an 
open  one. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  He  remained  upon  the  bench 
a  good  while  afterwards;  and  even  in  relation  to 

the  act  of  1830 

Mr.  SUMNER.  He  was  not  on  the  bench  very 
long  after  that  decision.  He  died  in  1845,  and  the 
decision  was  in  1841,  I  think. 

Mr.jOHNSON.  In  1842.  He  was  on  the  bench 
three  years  afterwards,  and  ho  never  whispered 
that  to  his  colleagues.  But  the  act  of  1850,  by  the 
unanimous  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Mr. 
Justice  McLean  being  upon  the  bench,  and  I  think 
Mr.  Justice  Curtis,  was  held  to  be  constitutional, 
and,  a  fortiori,  they  would  have  held  that  the  act 
of  1793  was  constitutional. 

A  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  The  honorable 
member  tells  us  that  the  word  "  persons,"  as  used 
in  the  Constitution,  clearly  does  not  embrace 
slaves.  I  ask  the  honorable  member  if  he  is  per- 
fectly certain  of  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  In  that  clause,  perfectly  cer- 
tain. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  What  is  the  use,  then,  of 
repealing  the  act  of  1793  and  the  act  of  1850,  for 
they  use  the  words  of  the  Constitution — nothing 
else .' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  If  the  Senate  and  the  Supreme 
Court  would  accept  that  interpretation,  I  should 
have  no  disposition  to  repeal  the  statutes. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  But  if  the  proposition  is  as 
plain  as  that  two  and  two  make  four,  it  is  at  least 
barely  possible  to  suppose  that  the  Supreme  Court 
as  it  is  now  constituted  and  is  about  to  be  consti- 
tuted would  not  hold  it  to  be  five.  Whatever 
Marshall  may  have  done,  whatever  Story  may 
have  done,  whatever  Curtis  may  have  done,  what- 
ever McLean  may  have  done,  whatever  Taney 
may  have  done,  1  do  not  believe  it  can  with  any- 
thing like  plausibility  be  supposed  that  the  court 
as  it  ia  at  present  constituted  will  hold  this  prop- 
osition to  be  so  clearly  unsound  that  the  act  of 
1793  is  unconstitutional,  as  they  would  hold  to 
be  untrue  the  proposition  that  two  and  two  did 
not  make  five;  and  that  is  the  hoi>ora.ble  member's 
illustration.  He  goes  higher  than  that:  he  leaves 
this  mundane  sphere  of  earth  and  gets  into  the 
skies,  goes  off  to  authority  above  us,  and  ventures 
to  say  that  the  opinion  which  he  holds  upon  the 
subject  is  as  clear,  as  well  defined,  and  as  imper- 
ative as  anything  to  be  found  in  the  decalogue. 

1  suppose  he  thinks  so 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me.' 
The  decalogue  says  "  thou  ahalt  not  steal. "  Every 
slave-master  steals  the  earnings  of  his  slave.  It 
says  "  thou  shall  not  commit  adultery."  Every 
slave-master  either  commits  adultery  with  his 
slave  or  sanctions  it.  It  says"  thou  shall  not  covet 
thy  neighbor's  wife."  Every  slave-master  covets 
jl  Ilia  slave's  wife,  and  all  that  ho  possesses.  There- 
I  fore  I  say  that  slavery  exists  in  perpetual  viola- 


tion of  the  decalogue,  and  that  if  you  undertake 
to  support  it  you  are  guilty  of  a  wrong  as  great 
as  if  you  openly  violated  the  ten. commandments. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  suppose  it  is  barely  pos- 
sible that  the  Supreme  Court  know  the  decalogue 
as  well  as  the  honorable  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts, and  particularly  that  portion  of  the  court 
which  has  been  recently  put  there;  and  if  it  be 
true  that  the  decalogue,  in  the  view  of  men  who 
are  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution,  abolishes 
slavery  and  abolishes  the  fugitive  slave  act,  we 
do  not  want  any  other  legislation  than  the  deca- 
logue. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  some  propositions — 
and  I  say  it  with  all  respect  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts — so  plain  that  they  can- 
not be  made  plainer  by  argument. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Certainly,  thedecalogue  says 
you  cannot  steal;  and  the  master  steals  the  ser- 
vices of  the  slave,  the  member  says.  If  you  go 
to  the  South,  they  will  put  a  different  interpreta- 
tion upon  that  decalogue.  They  will  cry  out  at 
the  top  of  their  voices,  "The  decalogue  says  'thou 
shall  not  steal,'  "  and  then  they  will  point  to  those 
who  think  with  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
that  it  is  right  to  take  the  slave  from  his  master, 
and  they  will  say,  "  You  offend  against  the  deca- 
logue; you  steal." 

Mr.  SUMNER.     These  same  men  rebelled. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Of  course  they  did;  and 
Massachusetts  was  very  willing  to  rebel  at  one 
time,  and  they  had  no  slavery  among  them  either, 
that  1  know  of.  There  is  no  knowing  v/hat  they 
would  have  done  if  the  war  had  not  been  brought 
to  a  termination  in  1815.  History  tells  us  that 
some  of  them  came  here  on  a  mission  to  Mr. 
Madison,  came  here  buoyant,  hopeful  of  success. 
The  news  of  the  peace  reached  them,  and  they 
went  back  bootless  and  crest-fallen.  They  con- 
stituted, I  know,  only  a  portion  of  Massachusetts; 
but  however  large  a  part  they  may  have  repre- 
sented, that  day  has  gone.  Massachusetts  now 
stands  as  she  stood  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution, 
when  she  poured  her  blood  out  at  Lexington,  at 
Concord,  and  at  Bunker  Hill.  She  has  been  in  the 
past  no  more  given  to  a  love  of  liberty,  pure  and 
unadulterated,  than  she  is  at  this  moment;  but  I 
think  she  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  suffered  that 
love  of  freedom  to  boil  over,  and  at  times  to  do 
what  has  in  some  measure  brought  about  this 
rebellion.  Not  that  it  was  her  purpose,  but 
she  has  aided  the  .traitors  of  the  South,  how- 
ever few  in  number,  to  fan  into  a  flame  the  public 
•mind,  to  cause  them  to  forget  the  obligations  that 
they  were  under,  and  which  the  most  of  them 
were  sworn  to  suport;  to  stand  by  the  Constitu- 
tion during  weal  and  woe,  to  remain  with  us, 
trusting  on  either  side,  and  on  all  sides,  to  the 
authority  of  that  Constitution,  to  preserve  us  a 
happy  and  a  united  people;  and  I  trust  in  God, 
as  1  believe,  that  the  time  is  now  coming  when 
we  shall  be  one  people.  This  cause  of  ex- 
citement; this  cause  which  enabled  these  traitors 
to  fan  into  treason  the  public  mind  of  the  South, 
removed,  and  we  shall  remain,  until  time  shall  be 
no  more,  one  and  indivisible,  with  a  Government 
as  free  and  as  prosperous  and  as  powerful  as 
God  ever  vouchsafed  to  man;  but  in  the  mean  time 
let  us  forget,  if  we  can,  the  differences  of  opinion 
which  have  existed  between  us,  and  put  our 
shoulders  now  to  the  wheel  with  which  we  are 
endeavoring  to  crush  down  this  vile,  wicked,  and 
wholly  unjustifiable  rebellion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
the  amendment  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  and  Mr.  SHERMAN  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  1  should  like  to  hear  the 
amendment  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment,  which  was 
to  insert  at  the  end  of  the  bill: 

Except  the  act  approved  February  2,  1793,  entitled  "An 
act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  etcuping 
from  the  service  of  their  masters." 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nayS| 
resulted — yeas  24,  nays  17;  as  follows: 

Y 10 AS— Messrs.  liuekalew,  Carlile,  Collamer,  Cowan, 
Hiivis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hen- 
dricks, Howe,  Johnson,  l.auc.  of  Indiana,  McDougall.Nes- 
initli,  Powell,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  and  VVillcy— 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  A ntliony,  Hrown,  Cl.-irk,  (/'oiincsa,  Fes- 
■enden,  Srinies,  Uale,  Uownrd,Iiane  of  KnnsHii,  Morgan, 
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Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Riimsey,  Spragiic,  Sumner,  Wilkinson, 
and  Wilson— 17. 

So  tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  offer  the  following 
amendment,  to  be  the  second  and  third  sections 
of  tlie  bill: 

Sec.  2.  ^ml  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  no  wliite  inhab- 
itant of  the  United  iSlates  shall  be  arrested  or  iniprisotiert, 
or  held  toansvver  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime, 
except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  or  in  the 
militia  vvlien  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public 
danger,  without  due  process  of  law. 

•Sec.  3.  Snd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  officer  en- 
gajjed  in  the  e.vecutive,  legislative,  or  judicial  department 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  holding  any 
office  or  trust  recognized  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  no  person  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  shall,  without  due  process  of  law,  arrest 
or  imprison  any  white  inhabitant  of  the  United  States, 
who  is  not  or  has  not  been,  or  shall  not  at  the  time  of  such 
arrest  or  ijnpiisonnient  he  engaged  in  levying  war  against 
till!  United  States,  or  in  adhering  to  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,  nor  aid,  abet, 
procure,  or  advise  the  same,  e.xeept  in  cases  arising  in  the 
land  or  naval  forces  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  ser- 
vice in  time  of  war  or  public  danger;  and  any  person  as 
aforesaid  so  arresting  or  iinprisoniiig  or  holding  as  afore- 
said, as  in  this  and  the  secoiul  section  nf  this  act  mentioned, 
or  aiding,  abetting,  or  |)rocnring,  or  advising  the  same,  shall 
be  di'enied  guilty  of  felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  in 
any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  shall  be  imprisoned  for 
a  term  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  years,  and  shall 
.  pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than  !5'1,UOO  nor  more  than  (JS.OOO, 
and  shall  be  forever  incapable  of  holding  any  olfice  of  pub- 
lie  trust  under  tlie  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  intend  to  make  any 
remarks  on  this  proposed  amendment;  1  content 
myself  with  simply  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  word  "  white"  wherever  it 
occurs. 

Theamefsdmentto  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware as  amended. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  9,  nays  27;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Hen- 
dricks, McDougall,  Powell,  Kiddle,  and  Saulsbury — 9. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Collamer,  Oonness, 
Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harris,  How- 
ard, Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ilamsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner, 
Ten  Evck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson,  Willey, 
and  Wilson— 27. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  For  one,  sir,  I  do  not  wish 
to  cast  a  vote  for  this  measure  in  its  present  shape. 
I  had  intended  before  the  debate  closed,  if  it  was 
debated,  to  say  something  on  the  subject.  1  do 
riot  design  that  now,  and  as  the  Senate  have  seen 
fit  to  amend  the  bill  I  cannot  vote  for  it.  At  pres- 
ent, therefore,  I  move  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  with- 
draw that  motion. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     For  what  reason  .' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  For  the  reason  that  we  get 
something  by  this  bill.  1  fee! — and  let  me  speak 
frankly — I  feel  the  degradation  that  has  been 
brought 

Mr.  FOSTER.     Is  the  motion  debatable.? 
_  The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     The  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  understood  that  motion  to 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr,  SAULSBURY.  I  call  the  Senator  to 
order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Mas.sachusetts  is  not  in  order.  Debate  cannot  be 
indulged  in. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
if  the  Senator  frorn  Massachusetts  desires  to  de- 
bate, but  I  cannot  see  any  purpose  in  debating 
this  question  further  now 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  open  to 
debate  evt;n  by  the  Senator  from  California. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     lam  not  debating  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Very  much  like 
it,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair.' 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Then,  sir,  I  will  cease,  de- 
ferring to  the  Chair.  The  motion  remains  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on 
the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILSON.  On  that  motion  1  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Can  1  say  a  word  before  the 
vote  is  taken.?    ["No."    "No."] 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Not  without  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     I  move  tliat  the  Senate  adjourn. 
Mr.  CONNESS.     Upon  that  motion  I  ask  for 

the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  13,  nays  28;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Cowan,  Davis,  l'"oster,  Hender- 
son. Hendricks,  Johnson,  McDougall,  Nesmith,  Powell, 
Ramsey,   Riddle,  and  Van  Winkle— 13. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Antliony,  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Clark, 
Col.lamer,  Conncss,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomiiroy,  Saulsbury,  Sherman, 
Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Wil- 
ley, and  Wilson— 28. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  The  question  is 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  California  to 
lay  the  bill  upon  the  table,  upon  which  the  yeas 
and  nays  have  been  ordered;  and  the  Secretary 
will  call  the  roll. 

The  vote  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  9,  nays 
31;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Conness,  Davis, 
Hendricks,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Riddle,  and  Saulsbury — 9. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Collamer,  (Jowan, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harris, 
Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy, 
Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Evck,  Trum- 
bull, Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  and  Wilson— 31. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  move 
to  refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary .' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  would  be  in  or- 
der to  move  to  commit  it. 

Mr.  POWELL.  Then  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  It 
involves  a  constitutional  question  which  1  think 
ought  to  be  passed  upon  by  that  committee  before 
the  Senate  votes  upon  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  it  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.^JOHNSON.  I  understand  as  the  bill  now 
stands  it  repeals  only  the  act  of  1850- 

Mr.  SUMNER.  We  have  not  yet  got  to  the 
stage  of  the  bill  at  which  the  title   is  amendable. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  of 
amending  the  title  is  not  in  order  until  after  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  am  not  about  to  move  to 
amend  the  title;  that  is  not  my  object;  gentlemen 
are  under  a  misapprehension.  I  understand,  as 
the  bill  now  is,  it  repeals  all  the  fugitive  slave 
acts,  except  that  of  1793.  ["Yes."]  Then  I 
shall  vote  for  it,  because,  as  1  never  would  have 
voted  for  the  fugitive  slave  act  of  1850,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly vote  for  its  repeal. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  1  have  a  few  remarks  to  make 
upon  this  bill.  I  know  it  is  late,  and  tlie  Senate 
is  impatient,  and  I  will  not  ask  for  an  adjourn- 
ment; I  am  willing  to  go  on  to-night,  and  would 
prefer  to  do  so.     ["Oh,  no!"] 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  If  the  Senator  will  yield 
the  jfloor  for  that  purpose  I  will  move  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  yield  the  floor? 

Mr.  FOSTER.     I  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  iMcDOUGALL.  Then  I  move  that  the 
Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  ^pril  19,  1864. 
The  House  metal  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer  by 
the  Chaplain,  Rev.  "W.  H.  Channing. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York.     By  the  advice  of 
my  physician,  I  ask  for  leave  of  absence  for  one 
week  from  to-morrow. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  leave  was  granted 
accordingly. 

AGENT  FOR  KIOWA Y  AND  OTHER  INDIANS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  rccomtnend- 
ing  the  appointment  of  an  agent  for  the  Kioway, 
Apache,  and  Comanclie  Indians,  and  an  appro- 
priation for  the  ."lame;  which  was  referred  to  the 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

INDIAN  AGENT  AT  GREEN  BAY,  WISCONSIN. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  recom- 
mending an  increase  of  the  salary  of  the  lr)dian 
agent  at  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin;  which  wns  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SURRENDER  OF  FORT  PILLOW. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table 
H^ouse  joint  resolution  No.  65,  directing  the  com- 
mittee on  the  conduct  of  the  war  to  examine  into 
the  recent  attack  on  Fort  Pillow,  and  to  concur 
in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  was  read  and  concurred  in,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  In  lieu  thereof 
insert  the  following^: 

That  the  joint  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  tlie  truth  of 
the  rumored  slaughter  of  the  Union  troops  after  their  sur- 
render at  the  recent  attack  of  the  rebel  forces  upon  Fort 
Pillow,  Tennessee;  and  also  whether  Fort  Pillow  could 
have  been  sufficiently  reinforced  or  evacuated,  and  if  so, 
why  it  was  not  done;  and  that  they  report  the  facts  to 
Congress  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  amendment  was  concurred  in;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LEAVE  TO  VOTE. 

The  House,  by  unanimous  consent,  permitted 
the  following  members  to  record  their  votes  on 
the  bank  bill;  Mr.  Davis  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
DuMONT,  in  the  aflirmative;  and  Messrs.  Peurt, 
CoFf  ROTir ,  Steele  of  New  Jersey ,  and  Ancona, 
in  the  negative. 

GRANT  OF  LANDS  TO  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  McINDOE,  by  unanimous  consent,  moved 
that  the  House  take  from  the  Speaker's  table 
Senate  bill  No.  160,  to  grant  lands  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  certain  railroads  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
taken  up,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Forney,  its  Secretary,  notifying  the  House 
that  that  body  had  passed  a  bill  of  the  House 
(No.  301)  to  atnend  an  act  for  enrolling  and  calling 
out  the  national  forces  so  as  to  increase  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emolument  of  the  ProvostMarshal  Gen- 
eral, without  amendment. 

ENROLLED  JOINT  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
truly  enrolled  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  65) 
directing  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war 
to  examine  into  the  recent  attack  on  Fort  Pillow; 
when  the  Speaker  signed  the  same. 

TAX  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
to  take  up  and  consider  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Hou.se  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
House  bill  No.  405,  to  provide  internal  revenue 
to  support  the  Government,  to  pay  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  that  the  first  read- 
ing of  the  bill  for  information  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Chairman,  all  that  I  pro- 
pose to  do  on  the  present  occasion  will  be,  after 
some  brief  preliminary  remarks,  to  make  a  plain 
exposition  of  tlie  bill  before  us,  giving  the  rea- 
sons for  some  new  matter  and  for  some  changes 
of  the  provisions  of  the  original  bill,  and  an  es- 
timate of  the  probable  amount  of  revenue  that 
may  be  expected  from  it. 

When  the  internal  revenue  bill  of  \B(J2  wau 
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passed,  it  was  intended,  with  the  tariff,  to  cover  an 
ordinary  annual  expenditure  of  *i60,000,000,  the 
interest  on  a  debt  of  about  j«il, 000,000,000,  and 
leave  something;  more  asa  sinkin<j  fund. 

The  magnitude  and  length  of  the  rebellion  has 
Bo/ar  exceeded  our  anticipations  that  it  is  now 
necessary  to  revise  our  estimates  and  make  our 
system  of  taxation  large  enough  to  cover  all  con- 
tingencies. The  demands  upon  the  Treasury  are 
unprecedented,  but  we  have  only  to  marshal  our 
resources  and  they  are  equal  to  all  emergencies, 
and  to  any  campaign,  good  or  bad.  The  bill  now 
presented,  with  the  receipts  from  the  tariff,  will 
cover  an  assumed  ordinary  annual  expenditure  of 
glOO, 000,000,  much  greater  than  any  prior  to  the 
rebellion,  pay  the  interest  on  ^3,000,000,000  of 
debt,  if  it  should  ever  reach  so  much,  and  leave 
a  most  respectable  sinking  fund  besides.  If  we, 
the  Representatives  of  the  people,  pass  this  act  it 
will  shov/  that  the  financial  credit  ofthe  Govern- 
ment is  to  be  sustained  at  all  costs,  and  it  will  tend 
to  cure  the  evils  of  foul  speculation,  which  inev- 
itably goes  hand  in  hand  with  an  inflation  of  the 
currency,  by  throwing  losses  upon  those  who  em- 
bark in  such. 

The  system  of  internal  taxation  of  two  years 
ngo,  which,  as  we  had  to  improvise  it  upon  being 
plunged  into  a  war  of  almost  unexampled  magni- 
tude, cannot  fairly  be  cited  for  the  first  year  as  a 
test  ofthe  amount  of  revenue  to  be  realized  from 
it,  is  now  rapidly  vindicating  the  wisdom  of  the 
Thirty-Seventh  Congress  which  so  earnestly  la- 
bored, and  nearly  as  a  unit,  to  give  just  propor- 
tion to  its  principles  as  well  as  symmetry  to  its 
details.  I  hope  the  present  Congress  may  be 
relied  upon  for  equal  fairness,  patriotism,  and 
courage.  With  nothing  added  by  this  Congress, 
we  are  receiving  from  forty  to  fifty  percent,  more 
internal  revenue  thjs  year  than  lust,  and  when  all 
of  the  officers  shall  have  been  properly  taught 
how  to  enforce  the  provisions  ofthe  law,  it  may 
be  expected  to  do  better  still.  Even  now  the  rev- 
enue derived  from  this  source  is,  as  was  expected, 
more  important  to  the  Treasury  than  that  from 
imposts,  and  both  together  are  now  equal  to  any 
scale  of  ordinary  expenditure  in  time  of  peace, 
and  the  payment  of  interest  on  a  debt  of  much 
larger  magnitude  tlum  all  we  have  yet  piled  up  in 
the  huge  sums  required  to  maintain  an  Army  and 
Navy  whose  vastness  is  only  surpassed  by  that 
of  the  theater  over  which  they  are  displayed. 
Thus  far  we  have  proven  to  our  own  people,  at 
least,  that  the  interest-bearing  securities  of  the 
United  States  are  solid  beyond  poradventure. 
They  rest  upon  the  stout  shoulders  ofthe  Amer- 
ican people  whose  ceaseless  activity  brings  forth 
more  weulth  in  one  year  than  any  other  people  in 
three,  and  whose  decennial  increase  of  population 
is  six  times  greater  than  that  of  any  nation  in 
Europe. 

The  annual  increased  value  of  the  national 
wealth,  as  actually  tdxcd  for  each  year,  between 
the  rensu.s  of  1850  and  I860,  was  $804,882,554, 
while  our  public  deljt,  according  to  the  estimate 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will  have  been 
inrrcased,  if  the  war  lasts  so  long,  for  the  year 
July  1,  1864,  to  July  1,  1865,  only  $544,978,559, 
and  from  this  sum  there  must  be  deducted  the 
great  augmentation  of  the  revenue  projiosed  by 
the  presotit  bill. 

If  we  pass  thi.s  measure,  without  curtailing  its 
dimensions — and  I  think  it  will  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  House  rather  to  increase  than  diminish  them  — 
we  shall  furnish  proof  that  wc  can  not  only  pay 
interest  on  our  public  debt,  whatever  it  is  likely 
to  be,  and  the  ordinary  expenses  ofthe  Govern- 
raent  in  time  of  jjcace,  but  that  wc  sliall  contrib- 
ute handsomely  towaid  keeping  our  current  ex- 
penses within  moderate  limits — such  limits  as  will 
convince  tiie  woild  at  large,  as  well  as  the  niost 
weaacn-faced  doubter  among  our  own  people  who 
has  any  lawfid  money  hoarded,  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States  not  only  have  lUemcans  but  the 
tnill  to  pay  every  bond  they  now  owe,  or  ever 
will  owe,  [n-incjpal  and  interest  in  coiii,  undipped 
andundimmcd  by  postponement  for  a  single  hour. 
The  jiublic  faith  will  be  maintained  at  all  haz- 
ards. At  this  monnnl  the  Government  is  sup- 
plied with  more  gold  than  is  sufficient  for  these 
purposes,  and  is  ubs;olutely  begging  its  creditors 
to  accept  payment  long  in  advance  in  order  that 
it  may  be  relieved  of  a  plethora  of  gold,  which, 
locked  u|),  is  not  only  idle,  but,  by  deranging 
values,  dfclrimenta!  to  the  commnrno  of  tIiccoun° 


try.  Let  it  be  known  and  understood  that,  should 
the  war  be  closed  by  1865,  our  present  proposed 
scale  of  taxation  will  support  the  Government  and 
pay  off  the  entire  national  debt  in  but  alittle  more 
than  ten  years.  Let  it  also  be  known  and  under- 
stood that  our  present  large  annual  expenditure 
is  not  equal  to  our  annual  increased  wealth.  If 
any  gentlemen  doubt  this,  I  invite  them  to  the 
test  of  arithmetic. 

What  is  our  present  condition  ?  When  this  war 
coinmenced  we  had  but  a  small  number  of  war 
vessels,  less  than  one  hundred  all  told.  Since  that 
time  we  have  built  or  purchased  ships,  steamers, 
iron-clads,  n.oniloi-s,  and  gunboats,  so  that  we 
now  have  one  ofthe  finest  navies  in  the  world,  or 
in  round  numbers  over  six  hundred  vessels.  We 
have  made  or  bought  rifled  cannon  and  cannon 
of  immense  caliber,  with  other  field  equipage,  so 
that  our  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  are  now 
absolutely  immense.  We  have  made  or  bought 
rifles  and  muskets,  wagons  and  horses,  almost 
without  number.  Our  armies  ar.e  the  largest  and 
finest  we  have  ever  brought  into  the  field,  sur- 
passing any  ever  known  under  the  greatest  war- 
captains  of  the  world.  They  are  in  position. 
Our  officers,  weeded  of  the  incompetent  and  those 
who  have  no  stomach  for  the  fight,  possess  the 
confidence  ofthe  soldiers  and  of  the  country.  All 
this  has  been  achieved  at  greaf  labor  and  great 
cost,  but  it  is  all  paid  for.  All  the  enginery  of 
war  is  ready,  and  the  first  outlay  has  not  to  be 
repeated.  We  have  butto  supply  the  means  to 
keep  it  in  motion  and  to  make  good  the  wear  and 
tear  of  its  mighty  operations*  With  only  ordi- 
nary prudence  upon  the  part  of  commanders,  the 
very  weight  of  our  columns  must  drive  the  rebel 
aimies  rearward,  and  with  the  dash  of  the  gen- 
eral who  never  fails  to  "  move  on  their  works," 
we  are  not  too  sanguine  in  expecting  more  im- 
portant and  crushing  results  than  any  hitherto 
vouchsafed  to  our  arms. 

But  let  us  set  our  house  in  order  financially, 
and  we  can  withstand  even  heavy  disasters  in  the 
field.  I  do  not  look  for  them,  but  I  would  take 
a  bond  of  fate.  With  sound  credit  and  with  mil- 
itary success  we  shall  be  indeed 

"  O'er  all  the  ills  of  life  victorious." 

Let  us  show  to  our  enemies  and  to  the  world 
that  we  are  stripping  for  the  fight,  and  that  "fail" 
is  not  an  American  word. 

But  to  carry  on  this  struggle  to  a  triumphant 
termination,  to  sustain  our  finances,  (the  only 
spot  assailable  on  the  United  States  map,)  there 
are  duties  to  be  performed  by  Congress.  I'he  ut- 
most economy  in  all  departments  ofthe  Govern- 
ment must  be  rigidly  insisted  upon  or  we  perish. 
Congress  holds  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation, 
and  if  appropriations  shall  be  made  lavishly,  or 
for  any  but  immediate  and  most  pressing  neces- 
sities, it  will  be  held  to  a  fearful  responsibility. 
We  must  not  call  extravagance  generosity,  nor 
economy  meanness.  We  have  no  treasure  to 
squander.  If  there  be  any  jobs  or  buncombe 
measures  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  be  carried 
through  in  order  to  secure  reiilections,  the  coun- 
try can  better  dispense  with  the  services  of  the 
sponsors  of  such  measures.  1  trust  there  arc  none 
such,  and  that  there  is  no  member  on  this  floor 
who  has  not  the  courage  to  sacrifice  himself  rather 
than  the  greatest  good. of  his  country.  To  t'orce 
the  Treasury  to  issue  legal-tender  notes  in  any 
way  beyond  the  present  limits — though  the  wages 
of  labor,  though  the  pay  of  salaried  men  and  of 
the  soldier  should  be  increased — would  result  in 
disappointment  and  disaster.  When  the  business 
ofthe  country  requires  only  $400,000,000  of  cur- 
rency, an  increase  'ofthe  volume  to  $600,000,000 
will  buy  no  more  property  than  the  $400,000,000, 
wliile  it  unsetiles  the  values  of  many  times  that 
amount  of  property  by  increasing  the  price  fit'ty 
per  cent.  Let  us  have  taxes,  let  us  have  loans; 
fiometliins:,  at  all  events,  wl)ich  will  reduce  the 
amount  of  legal  tenders  now  outstanding,  and  in- 
crease the  value  ofthe  pay  ofthe  soldier. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  internal  revenue  bill 
and  some  increase  of  the  tariff  will  enable  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  obtain  from  loans  all 
the  funds  which  may  be  required  for  future  wants, 
and  also  to  retire  Eome  share  of  our  redundant 
legal-tender  issues. 

There  is  one  topic,  Bomctimea  discussed  in  a 
tone  of  discouragement,  of  eu/Ticient  importance 
to  justify  a '.word  or  two  of  ccKimnt  for  the  sat- 


isfaction of  those  who  are  not  unwilling  to  accept 
of  truth  come  from  where  it  may. 

The  large  number  of  freedmen  to  whom  the  re- 
bellion of  their  masters  has  opened  a  new  world, 
with  new  tasks  and  new  duties,  has  been  some- 
times prophetically  announced  as  likely  to  add  to 
the  burdens  of  our  loyal  people  who  patriotically 
sustain  the  Government  in  the  day  which  tries 
the  pocket — that  modern  seat  of  the  soul — by  pay- 
ing cheerfully  all  taxes  demanded,  and  then  lav- 
ishing untold  thousands  into  all  the  blessed  chan- 
nels of  charity;  pouring  oil  and  wine  into  the 
wounds  of  the  soldier  in  the  field,  and  not  for- 
getting the  widow  and  the  fatherless  left  at  home; 
but  I  thin"k  the  facts  already  developed  show  that 
freed  men  are  contributing  and  will  con  tribute  much 
more  to  the  national  wealth  than  their  friends 
have  hitherto  claimed.  Already  they  are  largely 
increasing  the  amount  of  their  productions  be- 
yond the  amount  to  which  they  seemed  limited 
while  in  a  state  of  unpaid  and  forced  labor.  1  am 
looking  at  the  subject  merely  in  an  economical 
light,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  a 
theory.  These  men  have  been  true  when  others 
have  proved  false.  They  fight  for  us,  they  work 
for  us,  and  even  if  it  were  true  that  something  was 
required  for  their  support  for  a  time,  they  have 
confided  in  ourgood  faith,  and  our  honor  is  pledged 
to  give  them  shelter  and  protection.  By  the  re- 
ports already  published  it  appears  they  not  only 
produce  much  that  is  subjected  to  national  taxa- 
tion, but  their  wants  keep  pace  with  their  wages, 
and  they  are  large  consumers  of  the  cheap  fabrics 
upon  which  we  impose  internal  duties.  By  a  re- 
port on  this  subject — and  I  will  only  cite  a  single 
instance — it  appears  that  thirty-three  freedmen, 
leasing  land  on  the  Mississippi  during  the  past 
year,  withoxit  any  capital  save  their  hands,  and 
of  course  undermany  disadvantages,  raised  three 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  bales  of  cotton,  one 
hundred  and  one  of  which  were  sold  for  upward 
of  twenty-four  thousand  dollars,  and  if  the  re- 
mainder should  bring  an  equal  price,  as  it  is  sup- 
posed it  will,  it  shows  an  average  of  nearly  three 
thousand  dollars  per  man.  I  think  we  may  dis- 
miss, with  such  facts  before  us,  all  apprehensions 
or  croakings  about  being  taxed  for  the  support . 
of  this  class  of  people.  Reckoning  four  hundred  ' 
pounds  to  the  bale,  the  duty  of  two  cents  per 
pound  collected  by  the  Government  of  these  thirty- 
three  freedmen  would  amount  to  $2,816,  or  nearly 
one  hundred  dollars  for  each  man.  If  every  man 
among  us  could  contribute  as  much,  wc  should 
have  no  need  to  borrow  or  issue  legal  tender. 

One  other  thing  is  also  hinted  by  those  who  do 
not  hesitate  to  impair  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  magnifying  its  obligations,  and  by  be- 
littling its  means,  and  that  is  that  a  large  amount 
of  unpaid  debtis  outstanding  against  the  Govern- 
ment. To  some  extent  this  is  true,  and  always 
must  be  so;  but  it  is  not  true  that  it  is  greater 
now  than  usual;  and  it  is  also  true  that  there  is 
to-day  in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  agents,  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury  but  not  yet  accounted  for, 
$30,000,000  to  meet  these  very  debts.  There  is 
no  cause  for  any  staba  at  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try in  this  direction. 

The  general  purpose  of  the  bill  before  us  is 
to  largely  increase  the  amount  of  revenue,  and, 
while  doing  this,  to  remove  any  doubt  as  to  the 
proper  interpretation  of  any  parts  ofthe  act  where 
any  doubt  has  arisen,  and  to  add  such  provisions 
as  will  prevent  any  fraudulent  evasions  of  the 
law,  and  enable  the  Government  to  collect  all  the 
duties  and  taxes  imposed,  thereby  protecting  the 
honest  and  true  men  of  the  country,  who  are 
ready  and  willing  to  bear  their  full  share  of  the 
public  burdens.  It  has  been  considered  an  ob- 
ject of  some  importance,  also,  to  have  all  matters 
concerning  internal  revenue  embodied  in  one  act, 
in  order  that  it  might  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  are  to  administer  it  as  a  whole,  where 
it  may  be  easily  read  and  und(^rstood  without  the 
liinderances  incident  to  a  careful  comparison  of 
variousamendatory  acts.  It  will  also  be  ofmuch 
convenience  to  all  those  who  are  made  liable  to 
pay  duties  and  taxes  to  find  all  that  concerns  them 
in  one  act.  All  the  main  features  of  the  law  of 
1862  are  preserved,  alihough  there  are  many 
slight  amendments  and,  as  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  IVleans  believe,  improvements  calcu- 
lated to  facilitate  its  execution.  'I'he  system  has 
worked  smoothly  and  well.  No  equal  amount  of 
tax  was  ever  collected  so  cheaply.     In  England 
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It  costs  nearly  twice  as  much  as  It  does  here  to 
collect  a  similar  tax. 

The  duties  have  been  largely  increased  by  in- 
creasing the  rates  of  duty  and  by  adding  new  ob- 
jects of  taxation.  Among  those  increased  will 
"be  found  manufactures,  upon  which  it  is  proposed 
to  levy  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  in  lieu  of  three. 
It  is  believed  there  will  be  general  assent  to  this 
proposition.  It  is  a  tax  which  distributes  itself 
widely,  and,  while  the  manufacturer  obtains  war 
pricesfor  his  products,  it  works  no  evil  to  him. 
With  the  tariff"  adjusted  upon  foreign  productions 
60  as  to  leave  no  greater  competition  from  abroad 
than  such  as  existed  prior  to  the  tax,  the  manu- 
facturer suffers  no  hardship  except  that  which 
arises  from  the  diminished  consumption  in  con- 
sequence of  higher  prices,  and  that  must  be  charged 
to  the  necessities  of  the  country.  The  amount  of 
revenue  which  will  be  derived  from  this  source, 
under  all  heads,  will  probably  exceed  the  entire 
revenue  now  derived  from  imposts. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  enlarge  the  scope  and  rates 
of  stamp  duties. 

Upon  incomes  the  duty  has  been  raised  from 
three  to  five  per  cent.,  and  with  no  differential 
rates,  whatever  tiie  amount;  and  the  rate  upon  the 
income  derived  from  United  States  securities  is 
raised  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  and  a  half  per 
cent.  This  part  of  the  act  has  been  in  part  re- 
written, and  the  mode  and  manner  of  estimating 
the  duty  has  been  more  definitely  stated,  as  well 
as  the  deductions  which  are  to  be  allowed.  If 
all  men  were  ready  to  come  up  to  the  golden, 
rule  and  this  were  the  sole  tax,  it  would  be  the 
most  just  ever  devised  by  the  wit  of  man.  It  has 
been  thought  expedient,  therefore,  that  every  man 
should  be  required  to  render  an  accountof  his  in- 
come under  the  sanctions  of  an  oath.  In  such 
times  as  these  it  is  to  be  hoped  all  may  feel  the 
grip  of  honor  not  to  give  a  return  to  which  they 
would  not  be  willing  to  give  an  oath. 

There  are  a  few  articles  that  have  been  singled 
out  for  unequal  and  heavy  taxation.  The  fact 
that  England  raises  a  large  revenue  from  spiiiis, 
tobacco,  and  a  few  other  articles,  is  often  cited  as 
an  example  we  might  profitably  copy.  To  some  ex- 
tent this  is  true;  but  there  are  so  many  differences 
of  relative  position  that  we  cannot  aff'ord  to  fol- 
low the'example,  except  at  a  reasonable  distance 
behind.  Great  Britain  is  small  in  territory,  sur- 
rounded by  water,  and  with  few  ports  of  entry. 
This  enables  her  to  shield  herself  from  all  smug- 
gling. For  generations  their  people  have  been 
accus-tomed  to  these  heavy  taxes,  and  they  know 
no  other  rule, and  are  content.  In  thecase  of  to- 
bacco, none  is  permitted  to  be  cultivated  there, 
so  that  the  duty  IS  sure  to  be  seized  at  the  custom- 
house. Their  excise  officers  have  narrow  fields  of 
duty,  and  are  exceedingly  numerous  and  vigilant. 

Our  territory,  on  the  contrary,  is  one  of  great 
extent,  with  bays  and  rivers  without  numberalong 
the  sea-coast, and  for  many  thousand  miles  on  land 
with  only  an  imaginary  boundary  line.  Ingress 
and  egress  is  almost  unrestricted.  The  difficulty 
of  preventing  illicit  trade  with  us  is  many  fold 
greater  than  with  Great  Britain.  Make  the  tempt- 
ation sufficient  and  there  are  plenty  of  rovers  who 
will,  by  sea  and  land,  seek  to  put  money  in  their 
purse  by  the  gainful  trade  of  the  smuggler.  Our 
Canadian  frontier  pi-esents  a  wide  field  for  such 
operations,  and  it  will,  even  with  what  we  pro- 
pose to  do,  require  a  reinforcement  of  the  revenue 
oflicers  all  along  the  line.  Tobacco  is  raised  in 
every  State.  By  our  reciprocity  treaty  we  are 
obliged  to  receive  all  the  tobacco  of  the  growth  of 
the  British  American  colonies  free  of  duty.  In 
the  past  that  has  not  been  much,  but  the  present 
high  price  may  bring  itforlh  within  the  year.  It 
will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  our  path  in  this  di- 
rection is  hedged  about  with  difficulties.  If  the 
requirements  of  the  Canadian  treasury  should 
induce  their  present  Government,  as  it  is  not  un- 
likely, to  advance  the  duties  on  spirituous  liquors 
there  to  the  same  point,  or  nearly  that,  which  we 
fix  upon  here,  one  article  as  liable  to  debauch  the 
smuggler  as  the  man  who  uses  it, would  be  of  equal 
value  on  both  sides  of  the  line,  and  present  no 
temt)tations  to  illicit  traffic.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have,  therefore,  upon  a  view  of 
the  subject  in  all  its  relations,  proposed  a  duty  on 
the  ordniary  spirits  of  the  country,  not  of  five  per 
cent,  ad  volortm,  as  upon  other  articles,  but  of 
five  hundred  per  cent,  upon  its  average  value,  or 
.one  half  the  rates  charged  in  England.     That  is 


to  say,  $1  from  July  to  next  January,  and  after 
that  $1  25  per  gallon.  This  is  a  heavy  duty,  but 
the  country  will  hardly  be  satisfied  with  less. 

Upon  tobacco,  after  being  manufactured,  the 
rates  proposed  are  thirty-five  cents  per  poutid  for 
fine-cut,  and  thirty  cents  per  pound  for  plug,  cav- 
endish, and  all  other  descriptions,  save  smoking 
tobacco  made  of  stems,  wiiich  is  placed  at  ten 
cents  per  pound.  Cigars  and  snuff'are  also  charged 
at  much  higher  rates  than  heretofore.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  with  the  new  provisions  in  relation  to 
these  articles  we  may  now  enforce  the  collection 
of  the  duties,  and  thus  protect  the  honest  manu- 
facturer by  hunting  down  those  who  would  live 
by  robbing  the  Government.  If  tobacco-raising 
were  confined  to  narrow  limits,  or  if  it  were  raised 
so  extensively  that  the  Government  could  aff'ord 
to  establish  a  warehouse  in  every  district,  county, 
or  town,  tlren  undoubtedly  the  duty  could  be 
more  effectually  collected  on  tobacco  in  the  leaf. 
To  do  so  now  might  cost  the  Government  either 
more  than  the  tax,  or  subject  those  who  cultivate 
it  to  so  much  inconvenience  in  carrying  their  to- 
bacco to  distant  warehouses  to  be  inspected  and 
assessed  that  they  would  abandon  its  culture. 

Petroleum  and  coal  oil  have  had  along  and  pa- 
tient examination.  It  is  deemed  certain  that  the 
world  affords  nothing  so  cheap  for  illuminating 
purposes.  Whether  it  is  inexhaustible  or  not 
time  alone  will  reveal.  In  the  oil  region  the  pros- 
pectors do  not  always  succeed,  and  when  they  do 
after  boring  several  hundred  feet  into  the  earth 
the  petroleum  bursts  forth  like  the  geysers  in  Ice- 
land and  then  often  soon  tires  of  its  subterranean 
labors,  when  a  pump  is  applied  to  the  well,  and, 
though  it  still  yields  something,  the  magic  and 
profit  diminish  and  sometimes  subside  altogether. 
When  brouglit  into  use  in  1859  the  product  was 
about  one  million  gallons.  In  1863  it  reached  to 
almost  sixty  million  gallons,  one  half  of  which 
was  consumed  in  this  country  and  the  remainder 
exported.  There  is  some  diversity  of  opinion 
whether  the  duty  should  be  levied  on  the  crude 
and  no  drawback  allowed,  or  on  the  refined,  or  on 
both  with  a  drawback.  As  there  is  some  doubt 
about  it  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have 
determined  to  propose  a  tax  only  upon  the  refined 
as  heretofore.  This  will  be  most  acceptable  to  a 
majoritj'^  of  all  parties,  will  be  most  easily  col- 
lected of  the  refiners,  and  will  not  disturb  ourex- 
port  trade,  a  matter  of  some  importance  while  so 
large  importations  of  foreign  goods  are  so  eagerly 
received  and  for  which  payment  must  be  inade. 

Having  doubled  the  duty  on  refined  coal  oil, an 
increase  upon  gas  companies  and  upon  lard  oil 
has  been  made  nearly  in  the  same  ratio. 

Upon  telegraphic  dispatches  it  is  proposed  to 
abolish  stamps  and  to  tax  the  gross  receipts  of 
the  business,  for  the  reason  that  statnp  duties 
upon  dispatches  cannot  well  be  equitably  rated, 
nor  is  there  any  simple  mode  of  detection  whether 
used  or  not.  The  war  adds  very  greatly  to  the 
profits  of  telegraph  companies,  and  there  is  no 
business  which  would  appear  better  able  to  con- 
tribute a  proper  share  of  revenue. 

While  licenses  have  been  further  extended,  it 
has  not  been  so  much  for  revenue  as  to  fix  and 
locate  the  trade,  business,  or  profession  of  all 
parties,  and  to  protect  them  respectively  therein; 
but  the  present  bill  is  so  general — embracing  so 
nearly  everybody  and  eveiybody's  wife — that  it 
will  yield  a  large  revenue  even  from  licenses. 
There  has  seemed  to  be  some  injustice  in  requir- 
ing the  same  amount  for  the  license  of  a  banker 
who  employs  a  capital  of  only  !5i20,000  as  of  one 
who  employs  ^1,000,000, and  we  have,  therefore, 
proposed  thatthey  shall  pay  progressively  in  pro- 
portion to  the  capital  used  or  employed,  including 
banks  of  all  descriptions  as  well  as  bankers.  A 
similar  principle  has  been  applied  to  wholesale 
merchants.  Those  whose  sales  are  large  will  be 
required  to  pay  more  than  those  whose  sales  are 
limited.  It  is  true  that  the  income  tax  at  last 
reaches  the  merchant  as  it  does  all  other  classes, 
and  if  his  sales  and  profits  have  been  large,  his 
taxis  in  proportion;  but  a  less  fortunate  neigh- 
bor is  hardly  content  to  pay  the  same  for  a  license 
which  covers  a  trade  only  of  one  tenth  or  twentieth 
part  in  comparison.  The  man  who  occupies  a 
whole  block — doing  business  in  proportion — is, 
therefore,  dignified  by  a  higher  license  than  one 
who  occujiies  a  stall. 

The  principle,  however,  has  not  been  carried 
far  enough  to  amount  to  a  tax  on  eales<  which  is 


easily  and  often  suggested,  but  possibly  withorf!? 
considering  that  it  would  obstruct  that  commerce 
which  now  passes  through  many  hands  in  reach- 
ing a  market  from  a  distant  part  of  the  country; 
that  it  would  concentrate  all  business  into  the 
hands  of  large  capitalists,  who  would  become 
importers  or  manufacturers,  wholesale  dealers, 
jobbers,  and  retail  dealers,  all  in  one,  while  the 
middle-men,  unable  to  compete,  would  be  crushed 
out  of  existence;  that  the  consumer  would  find 
the  cost  of  his  goods  increased;  that  the  manu- 
facturer in  the  errd  would  be  compelled  to  dimin- 
ish his  prices  or  diminish  his  sales;  and  that  the 
Government  would  be  unable  to  collect  the  duties 
except  from  those  who  might  choose  to  pay.  The 
evils  which  would  result  from  a  tax  on  sales,  if 
the  plan  were  to  be  adopted,  taxing  goods  in  cut 
pieces  instead  of  by  the  bale  or  case,  are  serious, 
and  the  advantages  .will  not  stand  the  test  of  a 
critical  examination. 

It  is  proposed  to  tax  the  gross  receipts  of  the- 
aters, operas,  circuses,  and  museums,  but  at  the 
moderate  rate  of  one  per  cent.,  as  in  most  cases 
they  are  ventu  res, sometimes  yielding  no  more  than 
expenses,  and  rarely  more  than  five  to  ten  per  cent. 
after  all  bills  are  paid.  They  are  sources  of  amuse- 
ment which,  in  times  like  these,  are  sure  to  be 
more  liberally  patronized  by  men  of  all  nations 
than  in  the  "piping  times  of  peace,"  and  those 
who  manage  them  can  well  aff'ord  to  "act  well 
their  part,"  by  placing  something  into  the  hands 
of  the  Government  under  which  they  live,  pros- 
per, and  win  their  fame. 

The  tax  on  railroads  has  been  changed,  redu- 
cing that  on  passengers  from  three  to  two  percent., 
and  placing  that  amount  on  the  gross  receipts, 
including  freight,  but  not  without  some  reluctance, 
as  its  tendency  may,  to  some  small  extent,  if  any 
advance  should  be  indulged  in  the  rates,  dimin- 
ish the  transportation  of  certain  kinds  of  freight 
which  it  is  desirable  to  increase.  There  are  also 
canals  competing  with  railroads  in  several  of  the 
States,  but  being  owned  by  States  it  would  nei- 
ther be  politic  nor  constitutional  to  attempt  to 
hold  any  partof  their  revenues.  TheGovernrnent 
is  forced  to  be  a  great  patron  of  railroads,  and  their 
business  is  large  and  profitable.  Certainly  this 
immense  business  should  yield  up  something  to 
the  support  of  the  Union,  and,  if  anything,  not 
less  than  the  amount  proposed. 

Among  the  most  wonderful  of  all  our  resources, 
considering  the  extent  and  rapidity  of  develop- 
ment, are  our  minerals.  The  production  of  cop- 
per, iron,  gold,  and  silver  is  increasing  daily  in 
amount.  As  new  mines  are  discovered  among 
our  mountains,  armies  of  laborers  go  forth  from 
"  peak  to  peak," and  after  a  few  summer  moons 
behold  Territories  glittering  with  the  high  ambi- 
tion of  becoming  States  of  the  Union,  or  States  in 
their  teens  eclipsing  the  accumulated  culture  and 
wealth  ofancient  Commonwealths  already  crowd- 
ed with  the  spoils  of  threescore  years  and  ten.  But 
rich  as  is  Michigan  in  copper,  Pennsylvania  in 
iron,  or  California  in  gold,  they  are  all  immensely 
richer  in  their  untold  products  of  the  field.  Any  tax 
on  metals  in  their  crude  state,  as  pigs  or  ingots,  or 
until  they  reach  a  more  advanced  stage  of  manufac- 
ture,.would  ordinarily  be  objectionable,  as  they  are 
in  some  sort  the  raw  material  from  which  manu- 
factures are  to  be  made;  but  now,  while  all  those 
connected  with  such  operations  are  undeniably 
prosperous  and  would  feel  it  a  reproach  upon 
their  manhood  to  be  excused  from  the  draft,  our 
country  demands  entire  equality,  and  the  pack 
that  is  carried  by  every  soldier  must'  be  borne  by 
all  as  tax-payers.  During  the  present  war  there 
must  be  no  drones  and  no  exempts. 

It  is  therefore  proposed  to  largely  increase  the 
duties  upon  iron,  and  to  distribute  it  upon  the 
earlier  and  later  processes  of  manufacture.  One 
dollar  upon  pig  metal,  as  it  requires  a  ton  and  a 
half  to  make  a  ton  of  bar  iron,  will  be  equal  to 
^1  50  upon  bar  iron.  This,  with  the  duty  of 
§1  50  on  blooms,  slabs,  or  loops,  will  be  equal  to 
$3  before  reaching  the  form  of  bar  iron,  and  then 
there  is  to  be  ^3  more,  making  it  equivalent  to  $6 
duty  per  ton  on  bar  iron.  In  addition  to  this  the 
gross  ton  of  2,240  pounds  is  reduced  to  the  net 
ton  of  2,000  pounds,  which  increases  the  tax 
twelve  per  cent.  Beyond  this,  a  small  increase 
has  been  made  on  coal,  of  which  three  tons  are 
used  in  making  a  single  toi>of  iron.  So  much 
coal  is  now  consumed  by  the  United  Stales  in  the 
Nuvynnd  in  founderics,so  much  is  consumed  as 
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a  moiivc-power  by  railronds,  stcuniboats,  and 
mtuiiifactorif  s,  and  so  much  by  gns  coir) panics — 
llic  rcci  i|)ts  »»■  produiMs  ofiill  ihese  being  subject 
to  duty — and  so  much  is  consumed  lis  fuel  by  our 
ptuplf,  that  any  lux  at  all  would  appear  to  be  of 
doulitful  expediency,  I  specially  when  we  remem- 
ber that  under  the  reciprocity  treaty  the  coal  of 
the  Hriiisii  provinces  comes  in  free  of  all  duties. 
A  small  advanev,  however,  is  proposed,  from 
tliree  and  a  iialf  to  five  cents  per  ton;  and  as  the 
duty  two  years  ago  was  alhged  to  be  the  reason 
for  adding  at  least  six  times  its  amount  to  the  price, 
there  will  be  no  further  occasion  or  chance  for  a 
further  advance  on  the  cost  of  tlie  article. 

The  amount  of  revenue  to  be  derived  from  iron 
will  be  very  largely  increased,  four  limes  greater 
at  least  than  the  former  rates.  The  workers  in 
iron  must  bear  it  in  mind  that  even  now  the  rates 
are  not  greater,  if  so  great,  than  those  imposed 
upon  all  other  branches  of  manufactures,  and  that 
they  have  enjoyed  for  two  years,  in  consequence 
of-thi' great  rise  in  values  of  their  products,  while 
tlie  spi.'cific  duty  remained  stationary,  an  immu- 
nity not  intended,  and  which  they  would  not  for 
a  moment  ask  for.  While  ihe  present  high  prices 
rule,  and  rule  they  must  while  the  Government 
is  so  large  a  consumer,  and  with  proper  addi- 
tions to  the  tariff,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  tin;  iron  interest  of  the  country  cannot  sus- 
tain its  equal  share  of  ta.xation  with  all  other 
branches  of  industry;  but  should  prices  at  any 
tinie  recede,  as  they  will  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
Congress  must  be  relied  upon  to  do  justice  in  the 
premises. 

A  new  feature  in  tlie  bill  will  be  seen  in  tlie  duty 
proposed  to  be  levied  on  tlie  product  of  gold  and 
silver.  A  license  is  required,  not  from  the  man 
who  toils  with  his  own  iiands,  but  of  those  who 
have  the  requisite  capital,  skill,  and  machinery 
to  employ  others  in  the  business,  and  this  will 
embrace  more  than  three  fourths  of  all  the  busi- 
ness. A  duty  of  only  ihrei;  per  cent. — not  five, 
a.s  in  the  case  of  other  products — is  projiosed  on 
the  proiluct,  and  that  to  be  paid  in  kind,  for  the 
reason  that  any  other  mode  of  payment  would  be 
inconvenient  to  those  engaged  in  the  business, 
and  because  the  duty  thus  paid  will  be  more  con- 
venient to  the  Government  as  an  additional  re- 
source from  which  to  draw  the  means  for  paying 
iriieri'St  in  coin  on  the  public  debt. 

The  estimated  [)resent  annual  product  of  gold 
and  silver  is  as  follows: 

Cnliroriiiii $50,000,000 

Coloiadi) 20,000,000 

Idiilio,  (Moiiliuia) 25,000,000 

Oregiiii,  VVasliingtoii,  New  Mexico,  and  Ari- 

zouti 20,000,000 

Nevada,  (allver) 30,000,000 

$145,000,000 


Thi.s  may  be  too  much;  but  those  who  live  in 
tho.se  regions  would  be  unwilling  to  acceptof  lower 
figures.  Enterprising  and  adventurous  men  are 
allracled  to  those  places  in  the  quest  of  fortunes 
and  independence.  Is  it  not  just  that  they  should 
contribute  something,  as  well  as  those  who  toil 
on  the  [irairies,  or  who  ply  the  trip-hammer,  the 
jack-plane,  or  the  weaver's  beam,  to  thesupfiort 
of  that  Governnient  which  gives  tliein  protection, 
from  whose  lands  they  lake  these  precious  metals, 
and  where  they  are  all  the  time  merely  prima  facie 
trespassers.'  No  tax  hitherto  has  been  required 
by  the  Government,  because  the  Treasury  has 
Stood  in  no  need  of  it;  but  now  it  is  otherwise. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  duty  cannot  be  col- 
lected. I  will  not  believe  it.  The  application  of 
the  system  of  collecting  duties  on  manufactures 
ia  very  efficient.  There;  is  a  manliness  and  a  lib- 
erality among  miners  that  does  not  deserve  this 
reproach.  1  prefer  to  believe  and  say  that  they 
would  scorn  to  evade  or  shirk  any  proper  bur- 
den, and  such  as  they  see  is  borne  by  all  other 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  Tiicy  are  neither 
■  neaks  nor  rebels 

That  a  system  miglit  be  provided,  perhaps  on 
the  model  of  the  iVIexican  system,  giving  the 
miners  some  sort  of  title  to  occujiy  their  claims 
or  lands,  and  exacting  a  percentage  on  their  prod- 
ucts in  return,  1  have  no  doubt;  but  such  a  sys- 
tem would  require  much  care  and  circumspection, 
perhiipsa  commission  to  examine  the  various  lo- 
calitifS,  the  delay  of  siyveya,  and  the  mtiking  up 
of  records,  for  wliich  wcore,  at  this  Gcnigress,  by 
no  means  ready.     At  present  it  is  believed  there 


will  be  less  objection  to  the  plan  proposed,  for  the' 
purposes  of  obtaining  present  revenue,  of  treat- 
ing the  precious  metals  as  manufactures,  than  to 
any  other  which  can  be  suggested  that  will,  at  the 
.same  time,  prove  capable  of  practical  enforcement. 
All  are  aware  that  we  have  no  accurate  record  of 
the  products  of  these  widely-scattered  mines,  as 
they  are  sent  away  by  all  the  modes  and  chances 
incident  to  so  new  and  vast  a  field  of  operations. 
We  shall  not,  perhaps,  obtain  a  duty  upon  the  en- 
tire amount  produced,  but  three  fourths  of  the 
business  is  in  the  hands  of  men  of  capital  and 
character,  using  more  or  less  costly  machinery, 
and  eiYiploying  large  numbers  of  men,  and  from 
these  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  cor- 
rect returns  or  in  making  collections. 

By  our  present  laws  we  tax  legacies  of  personal 
property,  but  do  not  tax  the  transmission  of  real 
estate.  It  is  now  proposed  to  tax  the  succession 
to  any  estate,  whether  by  deed,  will,  or  laws  of 
descent,  upon  the  death  of  any  person,  when  the 
successor  shall  be  the  lineal  issue  or  lineal  an- 
cestor, one  per  cent.,  increasing  the  rate  for  the 
different  degrees  of  relationship  until  you  reach 
your  "  grandmother's  sister,"  when  it  is  five  per 
cent.;  and  when  you  come  to  a  "stranger  in 
blood"  it  is  to  be  six  per  cent  This  will  yield  a 
large  revenue;  and  those  who  wake  to  find  them- 
selves possessed  of  a  succession  of  ^100,000  are 
rarely  in  a  mood  to  object  to  a  tax  of  one  thou- 
saiidorfive  thousand  dollars.  Those  who  "sleep" 
never  complain. 

It  has  also  been  deemed  advisable  to  repeal  the 
section  of  the  law  which  postponed  the  direct  tax 
for  this  year.  The  revenue,  about  ^15,000,000, 
is  not  undesirable;  but  it  is  more  desirable  that 
we  keep  the  law  alive,  as  through  it  we  obtain 
power  over  the  real  estate  of  rebels.  Gentlemen 
will  do  well  to  ponder  whether  this  lien  is  not 
more  effective  and  practical  than  any  other  we  can 
create. 

The  old  provision  by  which  the  States  could 
assume  and  pay  the  tax  and  thereby  save  fifteen 
per  cent,  of  the  amount  still  remains. 

Under  the  existing  laws  it  has  been  supposed 
thatduties  in  some  cases  have  been  refunded  upon 
articles  exported  where  no  duties  had  been  paid. 
The  great  bulk  of  our  exports  of  manufactured 
articles  is  made  up  of  spirits,  tobacco, and  petro- 
leum. The  labor  of  collecting  and  then  paying 
back  again  the  duties  upon  these  articles  when 
exported  is  no  inconsiderable  item.  To  avoid  all 
this  we  now  propose  that  these  articles,  when  in- 
tended for  exportation,  shall  go  in  bond  at  once 
into  a  public  warehouse,  under  the  charge  of  the 
proper  officer,  without  payment  of  duties,  and 
when  exported  that  the  bonds  shall  be  canceled. 
This  will  simplify  the  business,  secure  the  Gov- 
erninentagainst  fraud,  and  be  satisfactory  to  those 
interested. 

I  have  thus  briefly  but  very  imperfectly  passed 
over  the  most  important  changes  proposed  in  the 
bill  without  exhausting  the  subject  so  much  as 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  committee;  but  there 
is  not  much  more  that  cannot  be  explained  in  the 
five  minutes  debate.  That  the  bill  is  perfect  will 
not  be  expected,  but  it  will  be  expected  to  leave 
this  House  better  than  when  it  was  introduced. 
It  is  now  believed  to  be  in  such  shape  that,  if  our 
wants  made  it  imperative,  we  might  through  the 
same  machinery  raise  even  larger  sums  than  is 
now  |iroposed.  The  only  question  will  be,  is  this 
enough?     I  think  it  is. 

The  amount  of  the  public  debt,  April  15, 18G4, 
was  as  follows: 

„  .     .     ,        hdcrcst  for 
Principal.  „,,^yJr. 

Debt  bearing  interest  In  coin..... $786,307,46-2  §43,714,4.1'? 
Debt  bearing  Interest  in  curreiipy  3'J6,.'')65,(lfi8  21,218,1)23 
Debt  bearing  no  interest 475,706,490 


1,658,579,021    ,$64,933,0.56 


When  wc  come  to  face  our  liabilities  they  are 
by  no  means  so  formidable  as  when  they  are 
painted  by  gentlemen  whose  imagination  runs 
ahead  of  their  facts.  Our  public  debt  will  on  the 
1st  of  July  exceed  the  (istimate  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  because  we  have  made  appropria- 
tions for  bounties  to  soldiers  of  over  {(,1 0(1,000,000, 
and  because  we  have  called  into  the  field  two 
hundred  thousand  more  men — neither  of  these 
having  been  estimated  for  last  December.  Other- 
wise our  actual  expenses  would  have  been  less 
than  the  estimates. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  interest  wc  arc  liable  to 
pay  is  on  $1,182,873,530,  and  amounts,  at  the 
rates  we  pay,  to  JiG4,933,506,  and  of  this  only 
§43,714,433  is  payable  in  coin. 

Beyond  this  the  amount  of  currency  and  frac- 
tional notes  outstanding  has  been  recently  not 
increased  but  considerably  reduced. 

The  present  internal  revenue  bill,  although  I 
have  not  yet  examined  every  item  as  thoroughly 
as  I  expect  to  do,  will,  beyond  question,  yield 
over  §250, 000, 000  annually  when  fairly  in  opera- 
tion, which,  with  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
tariff,  now  goingonatthe  rate  of  about§80, 000, 000, 
will  place  in  the  Treasury  between  three  and  four 
hundred  million  dollars.  There  has  been  some  im- 
patience manifested  that  this  bill  should  not  have 
been  introduced  earlier.  Those  who  know  the  ex- 
tent of  the  unremitting  labor  ofall  sorts  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  are  not  those  who  liave 
been  most  impatient,  and  as  for  any  others,  less 
informed,  I  do  not  propose  to  put  the  committee 
in  the  attitude  of  offering  an  excuse.  It  should 
be  noted,  however,  that  had  a  bill  been  presented 
in  the  first  sixty  days  of  the  session,  neither  this 
House  nor  the  country  would  have  sustained  a 
bill  raising  so  large  a  sum  as  is  now  proposed, 
and  we  should  have  been  compelled  to  bring  in  a 
supplementary  bill,  and  thus  have  done  piece- 
meal what  we  now  do  at  once.  Our  ideas  upon 
the  subject  of  taxation  have  expanded;  buttliey 
are  not  now  more  liberal  or  more  earnest  than 
those  which  sway  the  heads  and  hearts  of  the 
loyal  millions  behind  us  who  have  determined  to 
uphold  this  framework  of  free  institutions,  this 
Government  of  the  people,  and  this  Union,  to  the 
latest  syllable  of  recorded  time. 

Mr.STEBBINS.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  credit  of  the  country  demands  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  system  of  taxation  sufficiently 
broad  to  meet  its  requirerhents  during  and  after 
the  war.  It  is  upon  this  point  that  the  struggle 
in  which  we  are  engaged  must  ultimately  turn. 
The  Government  is  putting  forth  its  power  to 
preserve  the  nation's  life.  The  prosperity  and 
resources  of  the  nation  are  the  means  which  the 
Government  has  aright  and  which  it  is  its  solemn 
duty  to  use  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  great 
work.  It  is  equally  the  duty  of  Congress  to.point 
out  the  ways  and  render  available  the  means 
which  they  know  to  exist  within  the  limits  of  this 
vast  and  wealthy  Republic;  ways  far  rinore  numer- 
ous than  any  nation  in  the  world's  wide  history 
everexhibited;  means  more  extensive  than  are  em- 
braced within  the  limits  of  any  country  on  the  face 
of  the  globe;  fully  equal,  indeed,  to  those  of  united 
Europe. 

I  desire  to  contribute  something  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  correct  estimate  of  the  abiliy  of  the  na- 
tion to  furnish  through  the  legitimate  channels  of 
taxation  ample  means  to  provide  for  the  civil  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  and  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt  already  created  and  to  be  created,  and 
a  moderate  sum  toward  the  support  of  the  war. 

1  begin  with  requesting  the  attention  of  this 
House  to  our  condition  at  the  outbreak  of  the  re- 
bellion in  Ajiril,  1861,  as  shown  by  official  rec- 
ords and  drawn  from  practical  knowledge  of  the 
business  of  the  country. 

The  railroad  crisis  of  1856-57,  together  with 
the  political  agitations  of  1858-59, agitations  which 
seemed  to  foreshadow  the  approach  of  the  con- 
test through  which  wc  have  since  been  passing, 
had  tt)t  efl'ect  to  force  the  country  into  liquida- 
tion to  an  extent  that  now  seems  almost  jirovi- 
dential.  Men  contracted  their  business  in  every 
direction,  and  contracted  it  to  that  degree  that 
applications  for  the  use  of  credit  almost  entirely 
ceased.  Our  merchants  confined  themselves  in 
their  business  to  their  cash  capiials;  commercial 
pa|)er  seemed  to  disappear  as  if  by  magic;  prin-, 
ciples  of  prudence  and  economy  were  introduced 
into  the  management  of  railways,  and  the  coun- 
try, as  if  under  the  solemn  mandate  of  a  superior 
will,  prepared  itself  to  enter  upon  an  entirely  new 
field  of  action  with  a  force  and  energy  which 
freedom  from  heavy  oliligations  could  alone  in- 
spire. We  h.ad  enjoyed  for  a  long  course  of  years 
the  most  uninterrupted  prosperity  in  every  de- 
partment of  human  iniiusiry.  We  had  increased 
111  population  with  a  rapidity  unknown  before  in 
the  history  of  nations.  We  had  accumulated  a 
capital  almost  fabulous  in  extent  when  measured 
by  the  extraordinary  resulls  it  had  produced. 
We  had  established  and   paid  for  a  commercial 
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marine  of  5,358,808  tons,  second  to  none  in  im- 
portance and  poweron  the  face  of  the  globe.  We 
had  built  34,000  miies  of  railroads  at  a  cost  of 
$1,300,000,000,  and  had  channels  of  commerce 
open  the  whole  year  round  for  the  transportation 
of  the  products  and  industry  of  every  State  in  the 
Union  east  of  the  JMissouri  river  to  the  seaboard, 
and  the  ever-increasing  development  of  millions 
of  acres  of  fertile  territory.  We  had  completed 
a  vastsystem  of  canals  of  incalculable  economical 
power,  and  of  the  enormous  length  of  5,782  miles. 
These,  like  the  railways,  were  in  complete  oper- 
ation. We  had  established  1,642  bank.s  with  a 
united  capital  of  nearly  gi422, 000, 000,  and  had  fire 
and  marine  insurance  companies  and  savings 
banks,  the  aggregate  capitals  and  deposits  of  which 
amounted  to  hundreds  of  millions  more.  We  had 
developed  our  coal-fields  up  to  a  production  of 
15,173,077  tons,  worth  at  the  mines  ^9,365,705, 
and  whose  passage  through  the  various  channels 
of  trade  made  an  annual  business  equal  to 
$50,000,000  more. 

In  addition  to  these  sources  of  natural  power 
and  wealth,  in  full  operation  in  1860,  we  had,  on 
land  more  miles  of  telegraph  than  all  the  world; 
our  light-houses  were  more  numerous  than  those 
of  any  other  country;  our  coast  survey  exceeded 
in  extent  and  accuracy  that  of  any  other  country  ; 
our  area  exceeded  that  of  EJuropc,  with  a  more 
genial  sunand  fertile  soil,  and  capable  of  yit;lding 
more  than  double  the  amount  ofagricultural  prod- 
ucts, and  sustaining  moi-c  than  twice  the  number 
of  inhabitants;  we  had  a  greater  extent  of  mines 
than  all  Europe,  especially  of  gold,  iron,  coal, 
Bilver,  and  quicksilver;  our  coal  was  estimated  to 
be  thirty-two  times  greater  than  that  of  the  United 
Kingdom;  our  iron  was  proportionally  plentiful; 
our  interior  steam  tonnage  exceeded  that  of  all 
the  steam  tonnage  of  the  rest  of  the  world;  all 
Europe  combined  can  never  have  such  facilities 
for  cheap  water  communication  as  the  United 
States  had,  and  this  is  a  prodigiouselcment  in  the 
power  and  progress  of  a  nation;  we  had  more  safe 
and  commodioua  harbors,  accessible  at  all  tides, 
than  all  Europe  had;  our  hydraulic  power  far  ex- 
ceeded that  of  all  Europe;  we  were  producing: 

Pig  iron.  885,000  tmip,  valued  at $20,000,000 

Bar  and  rnllir  iron,  ."500,000  tuns 22.000.000 

Steam  I'liKini-f 47,000^000 

J  roil  Ibuudin^' , , 28, 500. 000 

Copper  and  oUii-r  metals 3,300,000 

Caliniet  fuiniiiiri'. 24. 000, 000 

Sewing  niaclujies ti.600,000 

Ofclothinf;  in  twelvi-  States 74,000,000 

Sawed  and  plank  liimher 96,000,000 

Flour  and  meal 224.000.000 

Spiiituoos  li(ini)is.  8^,000,000  gallons 25.000,000 

Aciii-ulniral  products 17^ 800.' 000 

Mall,  :!,200,0(K)  bnsliels 18.000.000 

Coiton  goods .- 115.000,000 

Paper    17.500.000 

Woolen  goods 69,000.000 

Leather 71,000.000 

Suuar,  refined 38.r,00,000 

Boots  and  slioes 90,000.000 

Snap  and  candles 17,000,000 

Books  and  printed  paper 43,000,000 

These  with  a  few  other  products  of  our  manu- 
facturing industry  show,  according  to  the  census 
for  the  year  ending  .Tune  1, 18G0,  an  approximate 
gold  valuation  of  $3,000,000,000. 

Thepioduct,  then,  of  our  home  industry  alone 
for  the  year  ending  June  1,  1860,  amounted  to 
more  than  the  whole  cost  of  the  war  thus  far. 

The  assessed  value  of  our  real  estate  and  per- 
sonal property  was  above  $16,000,000,000;  our 
live-stock  was'worth  $1,000,000,000;  our  slaugh- 
tered animals  were  worth  $213,000,000;  of  agri- 
cultural products  we  were  producing: 

VVIicat,  bushels 171,000,000 

Uye,  bushels 21,000.000 

Indian  corn,  bushels 830.000,000 

Oats,  bnshels 172,000.000 

Uiec,  pounds 187,000,000 

Tobacco,  pounds 429.000,000 

,,.      „,„'„„„  Shales 51000,000 

*"'""^'' '=""°"i  pounds 2,000,000^000 

Peas  and  beans,  bnshels 15.000,0.10 

Irish  poiatocs,  buslu-ls 111.000,000 

Sweet  poiatous,  bushels 42,000.0u0 

Barley,  bushels 15, 000^000 

Buckwheat,  liushels , 18,000,000 

Orchard  products $-20,000,000 

VVinf,f;allons 2,000,000 

Market  aardeninj; $16,000,000 

Butler 461,000,000 

Cheese 106,000,000 

Hay,  tons 19,000,000 

Hoiuc-madc  iriauuruclurei! $21,000,000 

1  showed  in  Ihc  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor 


recently  to  submit  to  this  House  that  the  United 
Stales  had  been  adding  to  the  national  v.'ealth, 
during  the  decade  ending  in  I860,  the  aggregate 
sum  of  $800,000,000  perannum,and  that  her  sys- 
tem of  industry  being  completed  there  was  no  rea- 
son to  doubt  that  that  ratio  of  increase,  botJi  in 
population  and  in  wealth,  would  long  continue'in 
the  history  and  progress  of  the  country. 

The  nation  then  was  in  the  condition  of  pros- 
perity, wealth, and  power  which  1  have  attempted 
to  describe  when  the  first  gun  was  fired  at  its  life 
in  April,  1861. 

A  feeling  of  alarm  took  possession  of  the  minds  of 
men, and  the  momentum  which  had  been  imparted 
to  the  spirit  of  contraction  and  liquidation  was 
immensely  increased.  Our  citizens  placed  them- 
selves in  a  position  of  still  greater  strength  and 
security  with  a  rapidity  unexampled.  The  same 
feeling  of  alarm  spread  throughout  Europe,  and 
the  securities  of  the  United  States,  which  had  been 
held  there  for  years,  came  back  to  New  York  for 
sale  at  market  prices  by  millions.  Our  people 
weee  not  slow  to  avail  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  get  out  of  the  way  the  only  remaining 
evidences  of  their  debt.  They  jiurchased  these 
millions  thus  sent  back  at  enormously  reduced 
rates.  The  United  States  entered  upon  the  con- 
test for  the  preservation  of  the  national  life  and 
the  national  honor  in  a  condition  of  power  and 
ability  to  meet  the  demands  to  be  made  upon 
them  wholly  unparalleled  in  our  history. 

The  resources  of  the  country  since  the  out- 
break of  the  rebellion  are  to  be  seen  in  bold  relief 
through  its  local  traffic  and  the  debt  which  has 
been  created  and  sold  to  our  own  people.  The 
accumulated  wealth  of  the  nation  has  been  suffi- 
cient to  supply  for  the  use  of  the  Government 
some  sixteen  hundred  million  dollars,  and  at. the 
same  time  support  a  fabric  of  speculation  and 
trade  that  has  demanded  the  use  of  thousands  of 
millions  more.  More  money  is  necessary  to-day 
to  support  the  existing  structure  of  prices  than 
at  any  previous  period  since  the  war  began.  The 
Government  demand  is  equally  laige.  Yet  money 
is  as  abundant  as  ever,  and  seems  to  be  in  un- 
limited quantities  to  the  credit  of  the  people  of 
the  country  in  every  banking,  trust,  and  savings 
institution  in  every  city,  county,  and  town  in  the 
Union  ! 

If  the  increase  to  the  national  wealth  has  really 
been  equal  to  $800,000,000  per  annum  for  the  last 
decade,  (and  in  my  opinion  it  can  be  sliown  to  have 
been  much  larger,  fully  equal  to  $1 ,200,000,000,) 
the  war  has  thus  far  cost  the  peof)le  but  a  little 
over  iliree  fifthsof  the  increase  upon  their  wealth 
for  the  past  three  years.  For  the  increase  is  ad- 
mitted to  have  been  $2,400,000,000  since  1861, 
while  the  expenses  of  the  war  have  only  reached 
$1,600,000,000. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  remarkable  fact,  that 
this  war  has  been  conducted  upon  a  scale  un- 
known for  its  magnitude  in  the  history  of  nations, 
at  a  cost  per  annum  less  than  the  aggregate  proi- 
its  of  the  industrial  pursuits  of  the  countiy,  leav- 
ing wholly  unimpaired  its  vast  fund  of  accumu- 
lated wealth. 

And  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  amount  of  money 
borrowed  from  the  people,  and  expended  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  still  e.xists  as  propi.'rty,  in 
the  shape  of  funded  debt  and  national  currency, 
all  owned  by  themselves  and  made  secure  by  the 
pledge  of  the  national  faith,  and  remaining  under 
the  control  of  their  own  legislators,  selected  and 
elected  by  themselves  to  their  places  of  public 
trust  and  administration. 

Sir,  it  appears  to  my  understanding  that  I  am 
presenting  to  the  mind  a  perfectly  fialpable  fact; 
that  it  embraces  within  its  outlines  the  incontro- 
vertible proposition  that  the  war  thus  far  has 
been  productive  of  no  vital  injury  to  the  people 
of  the  free  States;  that  it  has  not  diminished  their 
resources  a  single  dollar;  and  that  so  long  as  it  is 
conducted  by  and  within  themselves  it  will  only 
tend  to  develop  still  more  their  immense  industry , 
and  be  the  means  of  exhibiting,  in  a  degree  that 
nothing  else  could  have  done,  the  overwhelming 
power  of  this  nation. 

It  is  a  doctrine  of  political  economists  that 
wais  necessarily  entail  upon  the  people  engaged 
in  them  a  great  waste  of  capital,  and  impair  their 
means  of  future  production.  Ills  possible  to  ac- 
cept the  first  proposition,  but  ih*:  secmid  by  no 
means  follows  from  the  acceptance  of  the   liiist 


Many  economists  maintain  that  to  reject  either 
proposition  is  a  delusion  "  essentially  treacli- 
erous, "from  which  a  community  must  ultimately 
awaken  to  the  truth  that  its  |iro.<!perity  and  in- 
dustry are  hopelessly  incumbered,  and  that  the 
content  of  life  must  be  imbittered  by  exactions 
almost  impossible  to  be  met. 

In  the  face  of  these  accepted  opinions  I  offer 
the  example  and  [)ros[ierity  of  England  from  1793 
to  1815,  or  to  the  present  hour.  That  much  Eng- 
lish capital  was  wasted  during  the  wars  of  the 
republic  and  the  empire  is  unquestionable.  Full 
three  fourths  of  the  English  debt  v/as  contracted 
during  those  wars.  No  one,  however,  cat)  deny 
that  England  has  not  only  sus.tained  this  debt  with 
but  a  moderate  diminution  from  its  highest  sum, 
which  was  ^861,000,000,  with  the  most  perfect 
ease,  but  while  sustaining  it  has  actually  increased 
every  year  in  national  wealth  at  a  rate  never  until 
recently  realized  by  any  nation  except  our  own. 
This  undeniable  fact  ought  to  shake  the  faith  of 
the  English  writers  themselves  in  the  coherence 
of  the  two  propositions  which  underlie  their  theo- 
ries. It  certainly  gives  strong  color  to  the  prop- 
osition that  where  the  people  of  a  country  have 
confidence  in  their  Government  national  obliga- 
tions may  be  the  effective  and  even  the  necessary 
means  ofcreati  tig  and  giving  permanency  to  credit, 
and  so  of  furnishing  the  forces  required  for  the 
development  and  productivenessof  their  industry. 

Strong,  comprehensive,  and  decided  measures 
are  now  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  coun- 
try. To  discover  those  whicljare  the  most  avail- 
able is  the  special  duty  of  men  to  whom  is  in- 
trusted the  business  of  the  nation. 

The  unfriendly  attitude  assumed  by  certain  for- 
eign Powers  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  has 
naturally  provoked  a  strong  disposition  to  disre- 
gard the  claims  of  foreign  ("ommerce  in  connection 
with  any  policy  which  may  now  be  deemed  im- 
portant to  the  public  welfare. 

The  billbefore  the  House  is  but  a  part  of  the 
gi'eal  chain  which  is  to  be  forged  by  this  Con- 
gress to  hold  the  nation  together.  It  is  a  bill  to 
raise  a  revenue  equal  to  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  Gov- 
ernment's requirements;  a  bill  to  establish  the 
structure  of  the  national  credit  upon  an  enduring 
foundation.  A  bill  whicii  shall  strike  down  that 
part  of  our  foreign  commerce  which  fills  the  land 
with  the  extravagant  luxuries  of  the  Old  World, 
should  speedily  follow  this  one.  It  should  also 
-establish  a  tariff  of  duties  so  high  on  other  arti- 
cles that  every  part  of  our  own  manufacturing 
industry  will  spring  into  active  and  vigorous  life. 
We  Americans  should  live  within  ourselves  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  this  war,  and  sell  what  sur- 
plus products  we  may  have  for  gold,  and  we  should 
maintain  this  attitude  and  continue  this  policy  until 
the  gi-eat  jn-oblem  of  our  national  existence  is 
finally  and  forever  solved. 

If  it  were  possible  to  determine  with  arithmet- 
ical precision  the  actual  duration  and  cost  of  this 
war,  I  should  not  venture  to  suggest  such  a  policy 
until  the  ingenuity  of  the  nation  had  been  taxed 
in  all  its  length  and  breadth  to  find  the  available 
expedients  for  its  termination.  But  1  am  one  of 
those  who  do  not  believe  in  an  early  solution  of 
the  great  questions  involved  in  the  contest.  U'he 
war  itself  is  the  result  of  more  than  half  a  century 
of  continuous  agitation;  and  while  the  institu- 
tions of  freedom  and  slavery  in  all  the  panoply  of 
war  are  in  the  actual  arena  of  contest  striking  at 
each  other's  life,  with  no  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  latter  to  lay  down  its  arms,  every  man  in 
the  country  sees  that  the- war  must  go  on. 

If  I  present  the  facts  as  they  really  are,  then 
the  military,  the  political ,  and  the  moral  s^iipe- 
riority  of  either  the  one  principle  or  the  other  is 
now  to  be  established  within  the  limits  of  iho 
United  States;  the  efforts  of  any  and  of  every 
political  party  to  the  contrary  notwillistanding. 
Such  being  the  settled  conviction  of  my  undei»r 
standing,  and  realizing,  as  I  fi.ud  tiiat  1  do,  with 
what  fearful  determination  a  people  of  seven  or 
eight  millions  will  struggle  for  the  [ireservation 
of  their  property  and  for  the  perpetuation  of  their 
social  institutions — institutions  into  and  under 
which  they  and  their  progenitors  for  more  than 
two  centuries  have  been  educated — I  cainiot  doubt 
that  the  war  is  to  be  a  long  and  expensive  one, 
terminating  only  when  the  Mouthern  States  shall 
abandon  llu'  ciuitest  uni\  .-Julnnit  themtielviH  to 
the  <!onsiitutit>n  and  laws  of  the  United  Stairs. 
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Am  I  not  riglit,  tlien,  in  sujigesiing  tliat  the  na- 
tion should  proceed  to  put  itself  in  the  strongest 
position  piissiblo  before  it  is  compelled  to  do  so  by 
approaching  ixluiustion? 

From  tiie  old  countries  of  the  world,  whose  in- 
dustry wo  liave  fostered,  whose  wealth  we  have 
augmented,  and  whose  population  we  Imve  fed, 
we  have  received  no  word  of  sympathy  or  sup- 
port save  from  RussTa.  From  France  we  have 
Dccn  compelled  to  accept  and  sanction  a  policy 
which  she  knew  when  she  entered  upon  it  vio- 
lated principles  whicli  the  people  of  the  United 
Stall's  had  taught  themselves  to  cherish  as  be- 
longing to  the  traditions  of  the  nation — a  policy 
which  wjU  not  be  tolerated  one  hour  beyond  the 
time  necessary  to  vindicate  our  national  honor  in 
the  present  war. 

It  has  become  the  tardy  policy  of  England  to 
look  on  and  wait,  "  to  observe  a  perfect  neutral- 
ity," but  not  until  after  the  exhibition  of  an  active 
sympathy  with  those  in  rebellion  for  nearly  two 
years. 

Now,  sir,  we  have  nothing  to  ask  from  these 
two  nations.  Their  policy  has  already  destroyed 
or  rendered  useless  the  greatest  commercial  marine 
in  the  world.  All  the  injuries  they  could  inflict 
have  been  inflicted.  Let  us,  then,  labor  hereafter 
only  for  the  certain  reest.ablishment  of  the  Amer- 
ican Union  upon  a  basis  as  broad  and  as  long  as 
this  continent,  so  that  we  may  "  establish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and 
our  posterity."  Make  your  legislation  conform 
to  this  idea,  and  see  w'liat  a  splendid  spectacle  the 
American  people  will  present  to  the  world.  Pro- 
hibit the  expiu-tation  of  every  dollar  of  gold  and 
silver,  of  every  bushel  of  grain,  of  every  pound 
of  beef  and  pork,  or  ado|)t  the  policy  of  a  prohib- 
itory tariflf,  and  thus  announce  to  mankind  in  ev- 
ery part  of  the  globe  that  America  loi/i  perpetuate 
hergreat  principles  ihroughoutall  time;  and  that, 
until  the  question  as  to  her  power  and  right  to  do 
60  is  definitely  settled,  she  will  draw  the  resources 
for  the  contest  in  which  she  is  engaged  from  her 
own  broad  domain,  and  from  the  inexhaustible 
treasury  of  her  own  pros|)erous  people;  that  she 
will  hold  no  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  until 
after  the  war,  none  whatever.  Sir,  such  a  course 
would  secure  a  triumphant  success  to  the  Ameri- 
can arms,  to  American  industry  in  its  multifarious 
branches,  and  render  us  forever  independent  of  the 
world. 

Sir,  the  national  debt  of  England  estimated  as 
cC800,00(),(J00,  running  at  the  rate  of  three  percent, 
per  annum,  is  equal  in  its  annual  burden  to  that 
of  our  own  probable  debt  in  July,  1865.  Three 
fourths  of  this  sum  was  contracted  to  defray  the 
expimsc  i)f  the  French  war,  which  C(immenccd  in 
1793  and  terminated  at  the  treaty  of  Paris  in  1815. 
It  is  nut  worth  our  while  to  review  the  various  ef- 
forts of  British  statesmen,  during  the  long  period 
of  twenty-two  years,  to  discover  the  best  system 
of  meeting  the  requirements  of  this  debt, so  that 
its  burdens  might  fall  as  lightly  as  possible  upon 
the  people  of  the  nation.  The  result  of  their  labor 
is  to  be  found  in  the  comjileteness  of  their  ma- 
chinery of  taxation;  and  the  sources  of  revenue  to 
which  it  has  been, and  continues  to  be,  success- 
fully applied.  How  unwise  it  would  bein  us  not 
to  avail  ourselves  of  the  experience  of  the  econ- 
omists and  statesmen  of  Great  Britain,  gatheied 
from  over  two  centuries  of  cxpcrimenland  study  ! 
Sir,  how  Talnable  is  the  lesson  to  be  drawn  from 
this  experience — to  be  got  from  a  conteinplation 
of  England '.s  proud  attitude  before  the  world  as 
complete  in  her  financial  integrity!  I  rise  from 
a  survey  of  the  British  taxation  with  the  clear 
conviction  that,  with  resources  far  beyond  any- 
thing England  can-boast  of,  a  condition  of  male- 
rial  and  general  industrial  progress  far  exceeding 
hers,  we  can  sustain  1^2,000,000,000  of  indebted- 
ness with  more  ease  than  she  can  possibly  do, 
and  at  the  same  time  maintain  an  equal  reputation 
forthc  punctual  payment  of  all  our  obligations. 
Before  I  procr'd  to  show  the  sources  from  whence 
the  British  nation  has  managed  for  so  many  years 
to  maintain  its  great  supremacy  in  the  financial 
world,  so  that  they  can  be  contrasted  with  the 
facilities  with  which  a  beneficent  Providence  has 
blesned  the  United  States,  I  desire  to  call  the  at- 
lcr)tion  of  this  House  to  the  origin  and  growth  of 
(he  public  dobt  of  England.  A  few  oentiinccB  from 


ttie  great  historian,  Macaulay,  will,  I  am  sure,  be 
listened  to  with  interest  on  the  occasion  of  this 
important  discussion.  They  will  serve  to  iUus- 
trate  how  precisely  similar  were  the  times  of  which 
he  writes  to  these  our  own,  and  with  how  much 
certainty  we  may  calculate  upon  the  restoration 
of  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the  nation  to  meet 
all  its  obligations,  both  principal  and  interest,  in 
gold.  After  describing  in  the  most  graphic  way 
the  remarkable  mania  that  seized  upon  all  classes 
of  the  English  jieople  in  1692  to  rush  into  specu- 
lations of  the  wildest  character,  he  observes: 

"On  the  l.'Jlli  Dfceiiiber,  1692,  the  House  of  Commons 
resolved  itself  into  a  Cojiiiuittee  of  Ways  and  IMeans.  It 
was  proposed  to  raise  £1,000,000  by  way  of  loan;  the  prop- 
osition was  approved. 

''  Such  was  the  origin  of  that  debt  which  lias  since  be- 
come the  greatest  prodigy  timt  ever  perplexed  the  sagacity 
and  confounded  tlie  pride  of  statesmen  and  philosopliers. 
At  every  stage  in  the  growth  of  that  debt  the  nation  l»sset 
np  the  same  eiy  of  anguish  and  despair.  At  every  stage  in 
the  growth  of  that  debt  it  has  been  seriously  asserted  by 
wise  men  that  bankruptcy  and  ruin  wore  at  hand.  Yet 
still  the  debt  went  on  growing;  and  still  bankruptcy  and 
ruin  were  as  remote  as  ever.  VVhen  tliegreat  contest  with 
Louis  XIV  was  finally  terminated  by  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
the  nation  owed  about  £,iO,O0U,OUU;  and  tliat  debt  was 
considered  not  merely  by  the  rude  multitude,  not  merely 
by  fox-hunliiig  squires  and  cotl'ec-liouse  orators,  but  by 
acute  and  piol'ound  thinkers,  as  an  incumbrance  which 
would  permanently  cripple  the  body-politic.  Nevertlieless 
trade  tluurislied,  wealth  increased,  the  nation  became 
riclierand  richer.  Then  came  llie  war  of  the  Austrian  suc- 
cession ;  and  the  debt  rose  to  £80,000,000.  -  Pamphleteers, 
historians,  and  orators  pronounced  that  now,  at  all  events, 
the  case  was  desperate.  Yet  the  signs  of  increasing  pros- 
perily,  signs  that  could  neiiher  be  countert'eited  nor  con- 
cealed, ought  to  havi' satisfied  observant  and  reflecting  men 
that  a  debt  of  £80,000,000  was  less  to  the  England  wliicli 
was  governi'd  liy  I'elham  than  a  debt  of  £50,000,000  had 
been  to  the  Englajid  which  was  governed  by  Oxford.  Soon 
war  again  broke  fortli ;  and,  underihe  energetic  and  prodi- 
gal admiiii.-lration  (jI' the  first  William  Pilt,  the  debt  rap- 
idly swelled  to  £140,000,000.  As  soon  as  the  first  intoxica- 
tion o!  victory  was  ov(^r,  men  of  theory  and  men  of  busi- 
ness almost  unanimously  pronounced  tliat  the  fatal  day  had 
now  really  arrived.  Tlie  only  statesman,  indeed,  active  or 
speculative,  who  did  not  share  ii]  the  general  delusion  was 
Eiliiunul  Uurke.  David  Ilinne,  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
most  prnfiiund  political  economists  of  his  time,  declared 
lliat  'dui'  madness  had  exceeded  the  madness  of  the  Cru- 
saders.' Kiehard  Coeur  de  Lion  and  Saijit  Louis  had  not 
gone  in  tlie  face  of  arithmetical  demonsfvation.  It  was 
impossible  to  prove  by  figures  that  the  road  to  Paradise  did 
not  lip  through  the  Holy  Laud  ;  but  it  was  possible  to  prove 
by  /igures  that  the  road  to  national  ruin  was  through  the 
national  debt.  It  was  idle,  however,  now  to  talk  about 
the  road  ;  we  had  reached  tin:  goal:  all  was  over.  All  the 
revenues  of  the  island  north  of  Trent  and  west  of  Jleading 
were  mortg^vged.  Betler  for  us  to  have  been  conquered  by 
Prussia  or  Austria  than  to  be  saddled  with  the  interest  of 
a  debt  of  £140,000,000. 

"Ami  yet  this'great  philosopher,  for  sucli  he  was,  had 
only  to  open  liis  eyes  and  to  see  improvement  all  around 
liim — cities  increasing,  cultivation  extending,  marts  too 
small  for  h.e  crowd  of  buyers  and  sellers,  harbors  insufii- 
ciont  to  contain  the  shipping,  artificial  rivers  joinijig  the 
chief  iiilar)d  seats  of  industry  to  the  chief  seaports,  sU'ects 
better  lighted,  houses  better  furnished,  richer  wares  exposed 
to  sale  in  statelier  shops,  swifter  carriages  rolling  along 
smoother  roads.  He  had,  indeed,  only  to  compare  the  Ed- 
inburgh of  his  boyhood  to  she  Ediniiurgh  of  Ids  old  age. 
His  predictions  remain  to  posterity,  a  memorable  instance 
of  the  weakness  from  which  llie  strongest  minds  are  not 
exempt.  Adam  Smith  sawa  little,  and  but  a  little,  further. 
He  admitted  that,  immense  as  the  burden  was,  the  nation 
did  aclually  sustain  it  and  thrive  under  it  in  a  way  that 
nobody  could  have  foreseen.  But  he  warned  his  countrymen 
not  to  repeat  so  hazardous  an  experiment.  The  limit  had 
been  reached.     Even  a  small  increase  might  be  fatal. 

"  Not  less  gloomy  was  the  view  which  George  Grenville, 
a  minister  (unineiitly  diligent  and  practical,  took  of  our 
firianei;d  situation.  The  nation  must,  he  conceived,  sink 
under  a  debt  of  £140,000,000,  unless  a  portion  of  the  load 
was  borne  by  the  American  colonies.  The  attempt  to  lay 
a  portion  of  i  he  load  on  the  American  colonies  |no;lu ceil  an- 
other war.  That  war  left  us  with  an  additional  £  100,000,000 
of  debt,  and  vvitliont  the  colonies  whose  help  had  been 
represented  as  indispensable.  Again  England  was  given 
over;  and  again  the  strange  patient  persisted  in  becoming 
stronger  and  more  blooming  ni  spite  of  all  tlie  diagnostics 
and  prognostics  of  state  physieiaiis.  As  she  luid  been  vis- 
ibly more  prosperous  with  a  delit  of  £  1 40,000,000  than  wilh 
a  debt  of  £r)0, 000,000,  so  she  was  visibly  more  prosperous 
with  udebtof£240,000,000tliau  with  adeblof£  140,000,000. 
If  the  ii'iosl  enliglilened  man  h.'ul  been  told  in  1702  that  in 
1815  the  interest  on  £800,000,000  would  be  daily  paid  to  the 
<lay  at  llie  bank,  he  would  have  been  as  hard  of  belief  as  if 
he  had  been  told  that  the  Government  would  bein  posses- 
sion of  the  lamp  of  Aladdin  or  of  the  purse  oT  Fortntialus. 
It  was  In  truth  a  gigantic,  a  fabulous  debt;  and  we  can 
hardly  wonder  that  the  cry  of  despair  should  have  been 
louder  than  ever.  But  again  that  cry  was  found  to  he  as 
nnreasonablo  as  ever.  AfKirn  few  years  of  oxhauslion  Eng- 
land leco.vered  herself.  Yet  like  Addison's  valeiuilinarjan, 
who  continued  to  whimper  that  he  was  dying  ol'  cojisump- 
tioii  till  he  liecame  so  fat  he  was  shamed  into  silence,  she 
went  on  eojnplaiiiing  that  she  was  sunk  In  poverty  till  her 
vvc;i|ili  showed  ilsdf  by  tokens  that  made  her  complaints 
ridiculous.  TliB  beggared,  the  bankrupt  society  nut  only 
proved  able  to  meet  all  its  obligations,  but  while  meeting 
those  obligations  grew  richer  and  richer  so  fast  tliat  the 
growth  could  almost  lie  discerned  by  the  eye. 

"  In  cveiy  county  w«  saw  wasica  recently  turned  into 


gardens;  fn  every  city  wo  saw  new  streets  and  squareg 
and  markets,  more  brilliant  lamps,  more  abundant  supplies 
of  water;  in  the  suburbs  of  every  great  seat  of  industry 
we  saw  villas  multiplying  fast, each  embosomed  in  its  gay 
little  paradise  of  lilacs  and  roses.  While  shallow  politiciiins 
were  repeating  that  the  energies  of  the  people  were  borne 
down  by  the  weight  of  the  public  burdens,  the  first  jour- 
ney was  performed  by  sleam  on  a  railway.  Soon  the 
islimd  was  intersected  by  railways.  A  sum  exceeding  the 
whole  amount  of  the  national  debt  at  the  end  of  the  Amer- 
ican war  was,  in  a  few  years,  voluntarily  expended  by  this 
ruined  people  in  viaducts,  tunnels,  embankments, bridges, 
stations,  engines.  Meanwhile  taxation  was  almost  con- 
stantly becoming  lighter  and  lighter.  Yet  still  the  ex- 
chequer was  full.  It  may  now  be  affirmed  without  fear  of 
contradiction  that  we  find  it  as  easy  to  pay  the  interest  on 
eight  hundred  millions  as  our  ancestors  found  it  a  century 
ago  to  pay  the  interest  on  eighty  millions. 

"  It  can  hardly  be  doubled  that  there  must  have  been 
some  great  fallacy  in  the  notions  of  those  whouttercd.  and 
of  those  who  believed,  that  long  succession  of  confident 
predictions  so  signally  falsified  by  a  long  succession  of  in- 
disputable facts.  To  point  out  that  fallacy  is  the  office 
rather  of  the  political  economist  than  of  the  historian. 
Here  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  prophets  of  evil  were 
under  a  double  delusion.  They  erroneously  imagined 
that  there,  was  an  exact  analogy  between  the  case  of  an 
individual  who  is  in  debt  to  another  individual  and  the 
case  of  a  society  which  is  in  debt  to  a  part  of  itself;  and 
this  analogy  led  them  into  endless  mistakes  about  the  ef- 
fect of  the  system  of  funding.  They  xuere  under  an  error 
not  less  serious  touching  the  resources  of  the  country.  They 
made  no  alloirance  for  the  effect  produced  hy  the  incessant 
progress  of  every  experimental  science  and  hy  the  incessant 
efforts  of  every  mun  to  gel  on  in  life.  They  saw  that  the 
debt  grew,  and  they  forgot  that  other  things  grew  as  well  as 
the  debt." — Macaulay,  chap.  19,  pp.  326-ifi8. 

If  the  great  distinguishing  peculiarity  of  the 
English  character  some  sixty  years  ago  was  what 
Macaulay  intimates  it  to  have  been  in  the  sen- 
tence that  ascribes  the  rapidly  increasing  power 
of  England  to  "  the  incessant  efforts  of  every  man 
to  get  on  in  life,"  with  how  much  more  force  and 
effect  the  same  declaration  can  be  applied  to  the 
American  people,  and  what  a  power  of  testimony 
it  offers  in  favor  of  the  ability  of  the  American 
Governtncnt  to  sustain  the  burdens  of  the  war, 
and  at  the  same  time  make  it  a  means  of  increas- 
ing the  prosperity  of  the  nation.  If  every  man 
in  England  has  been  able  to  "get  on  in  life,"  and 
in  his  efforts  to  do  so  advance  so  enormously  the 
wealth  of  the  nation  besides — ifcontendingagainst 
the  more  restricted  system  of  English  industry, 
where  capital  was  concentrated  instead  of  broadly 
diffused;  where  credit  was  difficult  to  procure,  and 
the  facilities  of  the  trader  confined  within  narrow 
limits — how  must  it  be  in  this  great  country 
where  men  not  only  "struggle  to  get  on,"  but 
where,  under  the  genius  of  democratic  institutions, 
they  labor  to  get  ahead  of  their  contemporaries, 
where  industry  and  integrity  ai-e  the  synonyms 
of  credit,  and  where  credit  is  capital.'  Sir,  the 
great  philosopher  and  historian  could  have  ut- 
tered nothing  more  significant,  could  have  pre- 
sented no  text  from  which  a  more  powerful  and 
convincing  discourse  could  have  been  produced 
to  demonstrate  the  supremacy  of  this  people  in 
all  the  essential  characteristics  best  calculated  to 
work  out  the  most  wonderful  national  successes. 

Sir,  so  great  is  the  difference,  in  my  opinion, 
between  the  two  nations,  that  I  regard  them  as  al- 
most the  antitheses  of  indolence  and  industry,  so 
vast  and  so  powerful  are  the  influences  that  are 
moving  the  American  people  in  the  contest  of  life 
over  every  thing  ever  seen  in  the  United  Kingdom, 

The  entire  revenue  of  the  United  Kingdom  in 
1862  was  about  $355,000,000. 

Of  the  receipts  from  the  cnstoms  about  ninety 
per  cent,  was  obtained  from  six  articles,  namely, 
coffee,  spirits,  sugar,  tea,  tobacco,  and  wine. 

From  cofrep,at6  cents  a  pound $2,000,000 

Spirits,  atJj-i  50  per  gallon 13,000,000 

Sugar,  at  3  cents  per  pound 33,000,000 

Tea,  at  35  cents  per  pound 28,000,000 

Tobacco,  at  75  cents  perliomid 28,000,000 

Wines,  at  50  cents  per  gallon 50,000,000 

All  other  articles 11,000,000 

From  three  articles  the  excise  sup- 
plies nearly  as  large  a  proportion: 

Spirits,  $2  .50  per  gallon .W.OOO.OOO 

Malt  and  hops 30,000;000 

All  other  articles 10.0110,000 

Her  stamps  produce 45,000,000 

Land  and  assessed  taxes } 5,000,000 

From  income 25,000,000 

Lands,  &c 30,000,000 

Total $370,000.000 

The  gi-owth  of  Britain's  revenue  from  her  cus- 
toms is  an  interesting  record  by  itself,  and  serves' 
to  show  the  rapid  increase  of  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  that  country.     I  commend  these  figures 
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to  the  attention  of  this  House  in  connection  with 
those  whicii  demonstrate  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  United  States. 

The  revenue  derived  from  the  customs  in — 

1596  was £50,000 

1613    " 148,-000 

1660    "        .  428,000 

1689    «   782,000 

1712    «  1,316,000 

1763    «  2,000,000 

1792    "   4,500,000 

1815    "       11,400,000 

1850    «  22,200,000 

McCuUough  observes: 

"  Notwitlistanding  the  enormous  and  exorbitant  duties 
on  tea  and  tobacco,  no  equal  amount  of  revenue  was  ever 
raised  in  any  country  for  such  a  period  of  time  with  so  little 
difficulty  or  inconvenience,  and  there  are  no  grounds  for 
supposing  that  it 'could  be  so  easily  and  advantageously 
raised  in  any  other  way." 

Here,  then,  we  have  presented  to  our  view,  in  a 
few  short  sentences,  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Brit- 
ish revenue  from  customs.  We  discover,  also, 
the  foundation  of  the  British  power  and  the  origin 
of  the  British  national  credit. 

The  sources  of  taxation  for  the  United  States, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
House,  will  be  almost  identically  the  same  as 
those  enumerated  in  the  British  tax  list.  It  is  for 
this  House,  after  examining  them  both  with  care, 
and  after  taking  into  view  the  relative  power  and 
ability  of  the  two  nations,  to  state  to  the  country 
their  judgment  as  to  the  vast  ability  of  the  United 
States  to  perpetuate  and  preserve  unimpaired  un- 
der any  and  all  circumstances  its  public  credit. 
At  the  same  time  it  will  be  their  duty  to  demon- 
strate to  the  world  that  a  failure  in  our  mighty 
effort  to  preserve  our  national  unity  is  utterly 
impossible,  save  through  the  folly  and  the  wick- 
edness of  domestic  enemies  here  at  home.  From 
the  excise,  as  shown  in  this  bill,  the  United 
States  will  derive  an  income  on  a  large  por- 
tion of  88,000,000  gallons  of  spirits  whicli  at  §1 
and  ^1  25  per  gallon,  is  greater  than  the  sum  de- 
rived by  England  from  her  customs  and  her  ex- 
cise together  on  the  same  article.  On  other  arti- 
cles in  this  bill  the  United  States  will  derive  a 
sum  sufficiently  large  to  overcome  England's  su- 
periority in  revenue  from  malt  and  hops,  added 
to  the  $10,000,000  designated  in  the  list  above  as 
•'all  other  articles."  From  stamps,  from  land 
and  assessed  taxes,  from  incomes,  &c.,  &c.,  the 
amount  must  be  fully  as  large  as  that  she  derives 
from  those  sources,  and,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  considerably 
larger. 

The  article  of  tobacco  is  a  most  lucrative  source 
of  income  through  the  customs  to  England.  In 
the  United  States,  where  it  is  produced  in  lai-ge 
quantities,  the  tax  on  tobacco  is  collected  through 
theexcise.  The  crop  in  the  Utiited  Sates  for  1860, 
as  shown  by  the  census,  was  429,000,000  pounds. 
This  of  course  embraced  the  production  of  the 
Bouthern  States,  which  at  that  period  was  a  large 
proportion  of  the  crop.  The  rapid  inci'ease  in  the 
production  of  tobacco  in  all  the  free  States  and 
Territories  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  secures 
on  this  article  a  large  and  satisfactory  return 
through  the  excise  for  the  coming  year. 

I  am  assured  by  my  distinguished  colleague  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  member 
from  Vc"rmont,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  whom  1  regard 
as  the  very  highest  authority  on  all  subjects  con- 
nected with  this  question,  that  the  number  of 
pounds  subject  to  the  tax  of  thirty  cents  will  not 
m  his  opinion  be  less  than  some  seventy  to  eighty 
million  pounds,  in  which  event  the  total  revenue 
from  tobacco  will  exceed  thatof  England  from  the 
start,  and  will  increase  from  year  to  year  with  the 
increased  production  of  the  crop  of  the  countrx. 

The  custom-house  returns  show  weekly  wTiat 
the  existing  tariff  is  producing.  If  there  should 
be  no  change  in  the  policy  of  the  country  except 
to  increase  the  dCities  on  imports,  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  prohibition,  we  shall  di-aw  from  the 
customs  at  least  p00,000,000,  or  an  amount  within 
a  fraction  as  large  as  England  derives  from  her 
customs.  Our  customs  and  excise  would  then 
produce  to  the  country  pOO,000,000,  or  an  amount 
fully  equal  to  one  half  of  the  outlay  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war. 

The  great  object  of  the  Comf^ittcc  of  Ways  and 
Means  has  been  to  frame  a  bill  that  shall  jiroduce 
at  least  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  throe  hun- 
dred million  dollars.    If  it  fails  to  accomplish  this 


object  the  labors  of  the  committee  will  not  have 
been  a  success.  A  revenue  of  from  two  hundred 
and  fifty  to  three  hundred  million  dollars  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  maintenance  of  the  national  credit, 
and  will  be  an  efficient  guarantee  that  that  credit 
will  be  triumphantly  sustained.  I  think  I  have 
made  it  clear  that  this  sum  of  money  can  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  I  think 
it  is  equally  clear  that  $300,000,000  can  be  made 
$400,000,000  withoutinjury  to  the  interests  of  the 
country  or  to  its  people.  If  the  attention  of  the 
people  can  be  arrested  and  riveted  for  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  to  the  limitless  resources  of  the 
country,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  as  to  our 
ability,  and  no  impediments  will  be  interposed  to 
prevent  the  perfect  reestablishment  of  the  public 
credit.  To  this  wise  and  effective  legislation  will 
come  the  aid  of  a  system  of  currency  just  estab- 
lished which  is  regarded  by  its  fraraers  as  in  all 
respects  satisfactory.  The  national  currency  plan 
just  passed  by  this  House  is  in  its  essential  feat- 
ures the  same  as  that  so  lately  rejected.  I  had 
reason,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  believe  that  the  original  bill  in  its 
main  features  met  the  approbation  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  banking  interest  of  the  States 
who  assembled  in  Washington  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  to  watch  its  progress  and  furnish  sug- 
gestions dictated  by  their  experience  and  famil- 
iarity with  the  subject.  This  fact  went  so  far  to 
satisfy  my  mind  that  I  had  determined  to  give  the 
bill  my  vote  if  my  health  allowed  me  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  final  action  of  the  House.  This  pro- 
ductive tax  bill,  taken  in  connection  with  a  well 
organized  currency  system,  such  as  it  is  to  be 
hoped  the  currency  bill  will  prove  itself  to  be;  a 
system  whidi  is  designed  to  limit  expansion,  to 
supersede  the  one  which  has  always  been  pro- 
ductive of  commercial  and  financial  evils,  which 
expands  when  wisdom  and  sound  judgment  de- 
mand that  it  should  contract,  and  contracts  when 
every  practical  understanding  feels  that  it  should 
expand;  which  is  responsible  to  no  0iie,but  acts 
independently  of  every  one;  a  system,  I  say, 
which  shall  be  so  arranged  as  to  meet  these  emer- 
gencies, and  the  equally  formidable  emergencies 
of  the  existing  war,  and  be  in  a  condition  to  steady 
the  national  finances  on  the  return  of  peace,  can- 
not but  have  the  effect  to  change  the  present  cur- 
rent of  public  thought  and  feeling,  and  give  new 
life,  new  energy,  a  new  power  to  the  national 
credit,  and  renewed  vigor  and  strength  to  the  na- 
tional arms. 

But,  sir,  in  order  that  the  national  financial  plan 
shall  be  all  that  is  expected  of  it  by  its  friends, 
it  must  take  the  place  of  the  local  State  banking 
system  entirely.  It  cannot  coexist  with  the  local 
State  banking  system.  The  two  plans  working 
against  each  other  will  certainly  oe  destructive  of 
each  other,  and  will  involve  the  country  in  still 
larger  sacrifices,  and  inflate  to  a  still  greater  de- 
gree the  prices  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life.  I  allow 
myself  to  believe  that  such  a  calamity  is  not  to  be 
entailed  upon  this  country,  and  that  the  most 
efficient  legislation  that  can  be  devised  by  this  Con- 
gress will  be  introduced  and  adopted  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  such  a  result  happening. 

I  permit  myself  to  hope  that  both  of  these 
measures  are  measures  of  the  character  1  have  de- 
scribed, and  in  the  absence  of  other  and  better 
ones  I  accept  them  as  indispensable  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  national  cause,  and  1  believe  that  they 
will  meet  and  satisfy  the  public  demands. 

The  features  in  which  this  bill  differs  principally 
from  that  of  the  Thirty-Seventh  Congress  are  the 
increase  in  the  volume  of  the  taxes  on  each  and 
every  article,  with  increased  care  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  machinery  of  collection.  To  these 
are  added  some  new  sources  of  taxation  which  it 
is  believed  will  increase  very  considerably  the 
public  income. 

A  lax  on  the  sales  of  gold,  occupying,  as  gold 
does,  so  important  a  relation  to  the  prices  of  the 
commodities  in  which  men  deal  which  are  neces- 
sary to  the  Government,  and  also  to  the  prices  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  1  regard  as  a  highly  im- 
portant measure.  It  is  without  doubt  the  interest 
of  the  trading  classes,  and  particularly  of  those 
who  are  speculating  largely,  to  maintain  and  even 
advance  the  price  of  gold.  This  trade  for  all  other 
purposes  than  the  customs,  the  demand  for  ex- 
port, and  the  legitimate  moneyed  demands  which 
grow  out  of  men 'slcars,  ought  not  to  be  permitted 


in  the  face  of  the  great  injury  it  inflicts  upon  pri- 
vate interests  and  the  increased  expenditui'e  it  im- 
poses upon  the  national  Government. 

No  such  tax  is  included  in  this  bill,  for  the  rea- 
son that  a  bill  now  lies  on  the  Speaker's  table  pro- 
hibiting all  gamblirfg  transactions  in  gold.  Should 
that  bill  fail  to  beconre  a  law  I  would  strongly 
advise  the  passage  of  e  separate  act  imposing  a 
heavy  tax  on  sales  of  go.i  and  sterling  exchange 
as  a  perfectly  legitimate  source  of  revenue.  When 
an  extensive  speculative  traffic  in  gold  is  carried  on 
to  the  extent  that  it  now  is,  and  when  the  fact  that 
it  inflicts  wide-spread  injury  is  so  incontrovertible, 
no  one  can  hesitate  to  admit  that  the  Government 
to  which  every  kind  of  business  looks  for  protec- 
tion has  an  undoubted  right  to  demand  some  equiv- 
alent for  the  facilities  it  affords,  and  for  the  dam- 
age it  sustains.  A  bill  to  impose  a  large  tax  on 
sales  of  gold  would  not  necessarily  prevent  spec- 
ulation and  gambling.  It  would  demand  a  com- 
pensation in  the  shape  of  a  tax  on  all  sales  other 
than  for  money,  and  on  all  transactions  which 
proceed  from  sources  regarded  by  the  community 
as  mischievous  and  illegitimate.  If,  then,  on  the 
passage  of  such  an  act  the  luxury  of  speculating 
in  gold  should  be  persisted  in  the  revenues  of  the 
Government  would  be  considerably  augmented, 
and  this  House  would  at  least  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  having  wrested  some  portion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  this  dark  traffic  and  handed  it  over  to  the 
uses  of  the  nation  in  this  gigantic  war. 

In  presenting  in  as  concise  a  form  as  possible 
the  system  of  English  taxation,  and  attempting 
to  show  with  how  much  more  ease  the  American 
people  can  carry  an  equal  amount  of  debt  with 
England,  and  raise  by  taxation  on  precisely  the 
same  articles  an  equal  amount  of  revenue  for  the 
use  of  the  Government,  I  by  no  means  design 
to  declare  my  belief  that  it  is  the  only  system 
adapted  to  this  country.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
with  the  introduction  of  new  elements  into  the 
business  affairs  of  men,  particularly  such  as  be- 
long to  this  period  of  the  world,  new  methods  are 
to  be  found  better  fitted  to  our  national  necessi- 
ties, and  greater  facilities  at  hand  to  meet  the  na- 
tional requirements.  Steam  and  electricity  have 
revolutionized  the  trade  of  the  world.  A  diffu- 
sion of  intelligence  and  great  industrial  success 
have  placed  the  American  people  upon  an  emi- 
nence where  no  other  nation  has  ever  stood.  They 
can  see  and  appreciate  the  errors  of  the  past,  and 
point  out  with  great  distinctness  the  way  to  avoid 
them.  The  clearing-houses  in  the  seaboard  cities 
are  furnishing  the  evidences  of  the  capital  and 
credit  daily  necessary  for  the  transactions  of  the 
people.  We  begin  to  discover  the  magnitude  of 
the  business  conducted  by  the  buyer  and  the  seller 
each  day  of  the  year. 

The  returns  of  the  NewYork  clearing-house 
show  that  for  a  period  of  many  years  previous  to 
the  waracapital  andcreditof  from  twenty-two  to 
twenty-three  million  dollars  was  necessary  to  the 
daily  traffic  of  that  city,  or  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  million  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  mil- 
lion dollars  per  week!  For  the  past  year  these 
figures  have  been  constantly  increasing  as  prices 
advanced  until  they  now  amount  to  $115,000,000 
daily,  or  nearly  $700,000,000  per  week  ! 

Does  this  not  suggest  a  method,  of  taxation  by 
which  a  small  percentage,  almost  inappreciable 
in  size,  would  result  in  an  aggregate  sum  of  such 
magnitude  as  to  cause  the  abrogation  of  every 
other  species  of  tax?  AVouId  not  such  a  tax  fall 
equally  upon  all  classes  of  our  fellow-citizens 
just  in  proportion  to  their  business,  and  should 
we  not  pay  to  the  Government  a  fair  considera- 
tion for  the  privileges  of  the  traffic  which  it  thus 
secures.' 

In  a  time  of  war,  however,  when  every  moiment 
of  each  day  is  important  to  the  national  cause, 
nothing,  I  admit,  would  seem  to  justify  the  intro- 
duction of  an  experimental  policy  in  matters  of 
so  much  magnitude  as  the  national  finances  or  a 
system  of  taxation.  What  experience  has  shown 
to  be  effective,  wisdom  would  counsel  us  to  avail 
of.  If  the  policy  of  England  under  the  guidance 
of  able  statesmen  in  a  time  of  war  has  carried 
her  triumphantly  through  the  struggle,  it  is  the 
interest  as  well  as  the  duty  of  the  United  States 
to  profit  by  the  knowledge,  and  take  advantage  of 
her  experience.  While  seizing  and  profiting  by 
the  strong  points  of  her  moncy-rtiising  policy,  we 
should  indeed  be  unwise  if  we  did  not  maiiujje  to 
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avoid  ihe  many  difficulties  which  she  encountered 
in  the  course  of  iier  long  years  of  experiment.  My 
eflTort  has  been  to  ahow  that  this  country  possessed 
taxable  resources  and  tax-paying  power  fully 
equal  to  that  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  that  if 
the  United  Kingdom  has  been  able  to  sustain  a 
debt,  fully  equal  in  magnitude  to  what  our  own  is 
likely  to  be,  for  a  period  of  sixty  years  and  up- 
wards, and  at  the  same  time  grow  every  year 
in  wealth  and  in  population,  until  her  system  of 
taxation  has  ceased  to  be  a  source  of  complaint, 
we  certainly  can  accomplish  the  same  results  and 
be  ill  the  enjoyment  of  yearly  successes  of  a  like 
advantageous  character. 

In  1816,  one  year  after  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
wlicn  the  debt  of  Great  Britain  had  attained  its 
maximum,  her  population  was  19,000,000.  In 
1864  the  population  of  the  United  States,  exclu- 
sive of  the  States  in  rebellion,  was  25,000,000.  In 
the  same  year  the  total  value  of  the  property  of  the 
United  Kinadom  was  estimated  atglO, 450, 000, 000 
and  of  the  United  Slates  in  1864  $13,395,000,000. 
The  annual  products  of  the  former  amounted  to 
§1,667,000,000;  those  of  the  United  States  to 
$3,500,000,000.  This  comparison  gives  us  the 
ad  vantage  of  thirty  percent,  in  population, twenty- 
eight  ill  property,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  per 
cent,  in  annual  products. 

In  twenty-two  years  ofihe  war  England  collected 
and  expended  no-  less  than  $5,500,000,000  derived 
from  taxation.  If  she  had  pursued  the  policy  of 
the  United  States,  the  policy  of  borrowing  exclu- 
sively, her  deb*,  would  have  been  $8,500,000,000, 
or  full  five  times  greater  than  ours.  To  make  the 
case  still  plainer,  I  quote  from  a  very  able  pam- 
phlet of  Dr.  William  Elder,  published  in  1863,  the 
paragraph  devoted  to  this  branch  of  the  subject: 

"  TIktc  is,  indeed,  a  general  impression  that  tlie  debt  of 
England,  meaning  its  maximum  an)Ount  in  1816,  '  was  forty 
years  in  growing,'  while  ours  is  the  growth  of  two  years 
only,  and  tliat  already  it  is  relatively  as  large  as  theirs.  But 
the  fact  is  that  England  added  $3,113,000,UOO  to  her  debtin 
the  twenty-two  years  of  her  great  French  wars,  and  ex- 
pended, besides,  no  less  than  ,^.'5,471, 000,000  derived  from 
ta.xation,  while  the  war  e.xpendiluie  of  our  two  years  is  all 
in  the  form  of  debt,  except  Ihe  sum  of  §17,000,000  derived 
from  taxation  and  other  ordinary  sources  of  revenue  be- 
yond the  ordinary  peace  expenditure  of  the  country.  In 
lair  comparison,  iherelore,  the  Government  account  should 
be  charged  with  this  $17,000,000  in  addition  to  its  loans  of 
$899,00(3,000,  making ,*91G,OUO,000;  and  England'saecount, 
in  correspondence  for  her  twenty-two  years  would  he  her 
increase  of  debt,  and  $5,471,000,000  of  taxes,  amounting 
together  to  .^•8.5t!4,000,000,cr  more  than  nine  limes  the  equal 
of  ours.  Of  the  total  revenue  of  the  period  our  Treasury 
derived  hut  fourteim  and  one  third  per  cent,  from  taxation. 
England's  exchequer  drew  sixty-three  per  cent,  of*  liers 
from  that  source.  If  the  Brilisli  loans  had  borne  the  pro- 
portion of  ours  10  receipts  from  ordinary  sources,  her  debt 
in  1816,  without  Ihe  current  interest  added,  would  liave 
stood  at  $10,060,000,000  instead  of  $4,300,000,000;  and  if 
our  delit  had  been  kept  down  by  a  system  of  taxation 
equivalent  to  hers,  instead  of  footing  up  $907,000,000,  it 
would  iiave  stood  on  the  1st  of  May  last  at  $380,000,000, 
less  the  accruing  interest  on  the  surplus  of  *.587,000,000. 
This  should  be  reinemben;d  whenever  a  comparison  of  the 
growth  and  the  amount  of  our  present  debt  with  that  of 
England  is  inslituled.' 

"So  far  as  the  national  resources  and  our  relative  ability 
to  meet  our  debt  are  concerned,  these  .<5J87,000,000  are  to 
be  regarded  as  undrawn  revenue  in  the  pockets  of  Ihe  peo- 
ple. This  amount  subtracted,  along  with  $10,000,000  of 
current  interest  upon  the  sum,  would  leave  our  debt,  old 
nnd  new,  at  $427,000,000. 

"Nor  is  this  view  of  the  case  either  illogical  or  unpracti- 
cal; on  the  contrary,  it  is  far  below  the  true  statement  of 
our  advantage,  for  it  still  leaves  us  fresh,  untaxed,  unex- 
hausted, and  almost  untouched,  while  England  was  in  the 
condition  of,  a  people  taxed  for  twenty-two  successive 
yr;ars,  to  the  average  amount  of  $248,000,(100  a  year,  with 
nn  interest  account  rising,  steadily  and  rapidly,  from 
.$47,200,000  at  the  beginning,  to  $161,250,000  at  the.nd  of 
the  term.  Moreover,  be  it  remembered,  that  in  181G  the 
population  of  Great  lirilaln  was  but  I9,.'!0(»,0i)0,  the;  total 
value  of  their  properly  $10,450,000,000,  and  their  annual 
products  worth  but  ,f  l,6(i7,O0U,(i0O ;  while  the  population 
ol'Ihe  loyal  .States,  in  lt;63,  is  24,000,000,  ihe  value  of  their 
property,  at  the  market  rates  of  1860,  $13,395,000,000,  ami 
their  products  of  the  current  year  worth  .$3,.'500,OOO,O00; 
giving  us  the  present  advantage  of  thirty  per  cent,  in  popu- 
lation, twenty-iMght  per  cent,  in  property,  and  one  hundred 
nnd  ten  per  cent,  of  annual  products. 

"The  just  parallel  in  the  statement  o(  the  respeelive 
debt  accounts  of  the  two  nations  would  bo :  England  bor- 
rowed, for  twenty-two  running  yearc,  an  average  of 
$150,000,(100  a  jear;  we,  for  two  years,  $185,000,000  per 
annum,  (an  equ:\l  ratio  of  taxation  being  deducted  ftuut  the 
netuni  loans.)  with  ndifferenec  of  wealth  nnd  resourcc-s  in 
our  favor  more  than  equal  lo  thedillereiiccagainslusin  the 
ninouiilH  thus  estiuiaied." 

Sir,  these  faclH  and  figures  are  official,  and  why 
they  liiive  faili:d  to  influi^ncn  the  action  of  the  capi- 
tuliatnnd  the>;peculutorin  a  sound  direction — why, 
ill  llic  face  of  such  facts,  the  country  should  have 
rushed  frantically  into  the  wildcfU  games  of  haz- 


ard ever  before  known,  is  utterly  incomprehen- 
sible. What  is  still  more  incomprehensible  is, 
that  standing  upon  the  gilded  summit  of  this  vast 
structure  of  extravagance  and  speculation,  and 
looking  upon  the  outstretched  plains  of  ouf  limit- 
less power  as  a  nation,  men  still  persist  in  gam- 
bling on  their  own  fears. 

Sir,  permit  me  to  show  to  this  House,  and  so 
to  the  merciless  gamblers  of  the  great  city  of  New 
York,  who  sound  the  key-note  to  the  speculators 
of  the  interior,  the  difference  between  their  con- 
duct and  the  conduct  of  the  English  people  in  a 
time  so  precisely  similar.  Gold,  regarded  as  the 
standard  by  which  price  is  to  be  measured,  and 
which  has  been  held  in  this  country  and  continues 
to  be  held  at  from  seventy  to  ninety  per  cent,  pre- 
mium for  paper,  remained  in  the  English  markets 
at  only  a  fraction  above  par  for  some  years  after 
the  war  broke  out.  It  rose  above  twenty-five  per 
cent,  for  only  three  years  after  1811.  In  two  of 
these  three  years  it  reached  thirty  percent.  For  one 
yearandonequarterof  that  time,  It  touched  thirty- 
six  percent.;  and  only  for  a  period  of  five  months 
of  that  time,  namely,  from  November,  1812,  to 
March,  1813,  did  it  rise  as  high  as  forty-one  and 
a  quarter  per  cent.  Contrast  this  with  the  prices 
ranging  from  seventy-one  and  a  half  to  eighty- 
seven  per  cent,  in  the  United  States.  Make  the 
contrast  bearing  in  mind  the  thirty  per  cent,  more 
population  in  the  United  States  than  in  Great  Brit- 
ain, thirty  per  cent,  more  products  and  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  per  cent,  more  annual  accumulation 
of  wealth;  and  bearing  in  mind  our  boundless 
future,  based  upon  those  principles  of  civil  liberty, 
that  under  the  divine  will  have  constituted  this 
nation — a  nation  destined  to  cover  this  continent 
— to  be  numbered  by  hundreds  ofmillions  of  popu- 
lation, braced  and  banded  together  by  the  broad- 
est and  most  extensively  diffused  intelligence,  by 
the  widest  and  most  comprehensive  industry,  by 
a  policy  of  limitless  internal  improvement,  the 
whole  forged  and  welded  into  a  consolidated  na- 
tionality, regulated  by  the  sovereign  will  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  country  is  in  a  blaze  of 
speculative  excitement  unknown  for  its  mag- 
nitude in  the  history  of  the  world.  Various  rea- 
sons are  assigned  for  its  formidable  and  rapid 
growth.  I  do  not  propose  to  enumerate  them, 
or  attempt  the  refutation  of  the  theories  which 
are  daily  and  hourly  offered  and  discussed.  I 
respectfully  tender  my  own  opinion  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  bearing  as  it  doesdirectly 
upon  the  subject-matter  of  this  bill.  Under  the 
apprehensions  that  have  been  generated  by  the 
enemies  of  the  country,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  the  absence  of  direct  taxation,  the  common 
impulse  has  been  to  get  rid  of  the  currency  of  the 
country.  Thus  every  man  and  woman  in  the 
nation  seeks  to  own  something  that  cannot  perish. 
The  manufacturer  buys  and  fills  his  factory  with 
the  raw  material;  the  merchant  his  warerooms 
with  the  merchandise  with  which  he  is  familiar; 
the  capitalist  his  trunk  with  bonds,  mortgages, 
and  stocks;  while  the  speculator,  watching  the 
advancing  tendency  of  all  kinds  of  securities,  uses 
his  credit  to  its  utmost  tension,  trades  to  the  ex- 
tent of  millions  in  local  stocks,  securities,  and 
commodities  of  the  country.  The  rapid  fortunes 
which  have  been  made  by  the  bold  pioneers  in 
this  great  game  of  hazard  has  stimulated  the 
cupidity  of  the  whole  community.  But  few  men 
are,  to-day,  disinterested  spectators  of  this  won- 
derful mania.  Prices  have  steadily  and  rapidly 
advanced  for  more  than  two  and  a  half  years. 

It  is  impossible  for  tliis  state  of  things  to  con- 
tinue without  ruin  to  the  people  and  destruction 
to  the  Government.'  This  fact  is  so  transparent 
that  it  needs  no  argument' lo  prove  it.  The  ad- 
vance in  the  prices  of  tlic  necessaries  of  life  must 
be  arrested;  a  limitation  must  be  fixed  to  the  pub- 
lic expenditure;  and  this  can  only  be  done  by 
diminishing  the  volume  of  currency  and  checking 
further  expansion.  This  tux  bill,  in  my  opinion, 
should  be-passed  at  an  early  day.  The  country 
cannot  afford  to  hear  it  discussed  in  its  multifari- 
ous details  for  any  hnigih  of  time.  It  requires 
the  law,  and  the  relief  it  will  give,  it  also  require.^, 
nnd,  in  my  opinion,  should  demand  of  Congress  a 
reduction  of  the  volume  of  Government  currency. 
When  this  House  shall  havi;  passed  the  tax  and 
tariff  bills,  the  gold  bill,  or  the  bill  lo  prevent 
gambling  in  gold — when  it  shall  have  added  lo 


these  measures  one  limiting  the  circulation  of 
paper  money  to  the  issues  of  the  national  banks 
by  the  imnositio'n  of  a  tax  upon  local  State  bank 
circulation,  1  believe  in  my  soul  that  this  Con- 
gress will  have  deserved  and  will  receive  the  bless- 
ings of  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  bill  under  consideration  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant ever  submitted  for  the  action  of  Congress. 
It  proposes  to  raise  by  taxation  on  the  people  an  an- 
nual revenue  of  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three 
hundred  million  dollars.  It  is  legitimate  to  refer,  in 
the  examination  of  a  proposition  of  this  character, 
to  the  causes  which  have  produced  the  necessity  for 
such  a  measure.  I  do  not  deny  that  the"Government 
wants  money,  that  it  is  embarrassed,  that  it  is  in 
a  critical  financial  condition,  and  that  without  re- 
sort to  some  means  of  positive  income,  without 
borrowing,  it  will  find  itselfinvolved  in  utterbank- 
ruptcy  and  ruin.  Therefore,  sir,  while  I  admit 
the  necessity  for  relief,  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to 
the  causes  of  this  necessity.  It  is  not  altogether  in 
consequence  of  the  war,  nor  its  great  expendi- 
tures. In  my  judgment,  had  the  Administration 
adhered  to  the  Constitution,  and  had  the  general 
policy  been  consistent  with  justice,  economy,  in- 
tegrity, and  an  elevated  statesmanship,  we  should 
not  have  been  compelled  to  the  adoption  of  bills 
like  this.  Our  monetary  affairs  would  have  been 
in  another  condition.  But  it  is  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  public  finances  that  the  grossest  errors 
have  been  made.  This  Department,  so  much  laud- 
ed by  the  partisans  and  dependents  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  has  probably  contributed 
more  tov/ard  the  del'eat  of  the  Union  cause  than 
any  other.  Its  affairs  have  been  conducted  so  as 
not  only  to  have  paralyzed  the  Treasury,  but  to 
have  rendered  the  whole  banking,  commercial, 
and  tradinginterest  of  the  country,  like  itself,  con- 
fused, deranged,  and- unsubstantial.  I  propose 
to  prove  this  assertion.  Our  national  difficulties, 
with  the  immense  resources  of  the  country,  need 
not  of  themselves  have  produced  the  prcseiitstate 
of  onr  fiscal  affairs.  Other  nations  have  had  their 
revolutions  and  wars,  and  have  gone  through  se- 
vere monetary  trials.  History  abounds  with  sim- 
ilar instances  to  our  own  in  this  regard.  Wars 
doubtless  create  large  expenditures,  greater  or 
smaller,  depending  upon  their  extent  and  the 
economy  with  which  they  are  conducted.  To 
meet  these  expenses  various  expedients  have  been 
resorted  to  by  different  nations. 

These  expedients  have  varied  from  age  to  age, 
according  to  the  changing  circumstances  of  the 
people  and  Governments;  but  the  main  result 
has  always  been  the  same,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  device  for  reaching  it,  namely,  to  wring 
from  the  toiling  millions  the  wealth  that  had  been 
produced  by  their  patient  industry.  Jf  we  look 
back  through  the  long  vista  of  contending  na- 
tions to  the  remotest  antiquity,  we  shall  find  each 
Government  exhausting  its  people  alternately  by 
taxation  and  by  tampering  with  the  currency. 
The  last  has  ever  been  the  favorite  course  with 
oppressive  and  designing  rulers,  because  its  op- 
eration is  seductive  and  certain,  even  if  its  results 
arc  more  disastrous  than  open  taxation.  During 
more  than  two  tiiousand  years  Governments  have 
furnished  illustrations  of  every  variety  of  fraud 
which  may  be  practiced  upon  a  people  by  means 
of  the  currency,  and  all  of  them  have  reached  the 
same  disastrous  end.  Our  own  Government  in 
the  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  has  ap- 
parently imitated  all  that  is  bad  in  nil  those  expe- 
dients, and  practiced  financially  the  "  oldest  kind 
of  criiues  the  newest  kind  of  way."  Tin;  mod- 
ern invention  of  paper  money  has  varied  the 
mode  of  depreciating  currency  only  by  giving  it 
a  wider  and  more  disastrous  scope,  and  therefore 
making  more  effectual  the  inevitabh!  ruin  which 
it  involves.  From  the  first  inlroduciion  of  jiaper 
money  every  nation,  including  our  own,  from 
colonial  times  to-tlii.s  present  unhappy  war,  has 
been  rich  in  examples  of  paper  schemes  in  every 
possible  shape!.  The  philosopher  and  the  ob- 
servant finaneier  have  from  all  these  costly  ex- 
iier i men tsdeil need  tin- inexorable  principles  which 
govern  financial  (|uc!^ons,  and  these  principles 
are,  at  the  present  day,  well  understood  and  re- 
ceived as  n  guide  by  the  slaicsnien  of  modern  Eu- 
ro[)e.  The  genilenmn  at  the  licad  of  our  own 
finances,    "  the  first    Lord"  of   the   American 
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Treasury,  lias,  if  we  may  judge  from  liia  politi- 
cal antecedents  and  his  present  acts,  known  all 
these  truths  and  "  scorned  them  all."  He  is  deaf 
alike  to  the  teachings  of  the  past  and  to  that  woil 
of  distress  which  a  mighty  people,  struggling  in 
his  paper  meshes,  nlrondy  begin  to  send  forth. 
Our  chief  cities  resound  with  the  cry  of  workers 
whose  weekly  subsistence  eludes  their  paper 
waives,  and  the  distress  of  whose  families  finds 
voice  in  continual  strikes  for  higher  pay.  If  the 
man  of  property  yet  finds  the  hand  of  the  tax- 
gatherer  laid  lightly  upon  him,  it  is  because  the 
Government,  as  yet,  chooses  rather  to  increase 
the  rent  of  the  poor  man's  tenement  than  to  dim 
the  luster  of  the  jobber's  palace. 

This  war,  the  most  gigantic  in  recorded  his- 
tory, has  thus  far  been  conducted  upon  credit, 
and  that  credit  has  been  in  the  most  expensive 
and  ruinous  shape.  It  is  mainly  composed  of 
irredeemable  paper  money,  which  in  its  operation 
dilapidates  the  capital  that  is  not  consumed.  Its 
fluctuating  and  uncertain  value  dries  up  the  in- 
dustry of  a  country,  inoculates  the  people  with  a 
spirit  of  speculation,  and  the  national  wealth 
perishes  under  the  double  process  of  great  ex- 
penditure and  diminished  production.  The  whole 
cost  of  this  war  may  be  said  to  have  been  met 
by  borrowing  without  taxation.  A  very  few  fig- 
ures will  show  this  extraordinary  fact.  The  re- 
ports of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
show  the  following  heads  of  the  revenue  and 
expenses  for  the  three  fiscal  years  ending  June 
30,  1864: 
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It  win  be  observed  in  this  return  that  the 
amount  of  debt  at  the  close  of  the  third  year  is 
not  so  large  as  the  amount  of  money  the  Secretary 
proposes  to  borrow.  This  arises  from  the  fact 
that  the  Secretary  estimated  a  large  amount  of 
the  appropriations  asked  for  would  remain  un- 
expended at  the  close  of  the  term.  This,  how- 
ever, is  likely  to  prove  illusory,  since  already  de- 
ficiency bills  to  the  amount  of  over  :ailOO,000,000 
are  now  In-fore  this  Congress.  The  amount  of 
del)t,  whether  liquidated  or  not,  is  likely  to  be 
fully  equal  tt)  the  difl'erence  between  the  expendi- 
tures  and   the  taxes,  or  over  §2,000,000, 000. 

The  whole  amount  of  taxes  from  January  1, 
1862,  including  the  sanguine  estimates  of  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  last  half  of  the  year,  are  |)319, 574,942, 
oran  average  of  pn6, 528, 314  perannum,  but  little 
more  thnn  the  expenditures  of  each  of  the  three 
previous  year.s  of  peace.  It  may  be  said,  there- 
fore, that  this  whole  war  has  been  conducted  on 
credit;  that  #2,000,000,000  have  been  raised  by 
paper  promises  and  nothing  by  taxes. 

That  man  must  be  of  a  credulous  tempera- 
ment who  supposes  that  taxes  will  be  imposed 
and  paid  during  the  lassitude  and  exhaustion 
which  will  succeed  this  war,  when  they  have  been 
neglected  during  its  excitement  and  seeming  pros- 
perity. 


EUROPEAJf  EXAMPLES. 

If  we  turn  from  this  spectacle  of  debt  to  the 
nations  of  the  Old  World  we  find  a  parallel  only 
in  the  wars  of  the  French  Revolution.  The  finan- 
cial operations  of  the  revolutionists  closely  re- 
semble our  own,  with  the  exception  that  they 
were  more  wisely  conducted.  Alison,  in  the 
History  of  Europe,  page  313,  volume  1,  remarks: 
"  Caiiiboii,  tiie  Minister  of  Finance,  poon  after  the  fall 
of  Robespicne,  made  an  iinpurtant  aiulastonisliing  revela- 
tion of  llie  leiigtli  to  vvliicli  the  cmi.ssion  of  assigiiats  had 
been  carried  under  the  reign  of  terror.  The  national  ex- 
penses had  exceeded  300,OUO,000  francs,  or  about  12,000,000 
per  month;  the  receipts  of  the  treasury  during  tlie  disor- 
der wliicli  prevailed  never  exceeded  the  fourtli  part  of  that 
sum,  and  there  was  no  mode  of  supplying  llic  deficiency 
but  an  incessant  issue  of  paper  money.  'I'lie  quantity  in  cir- 
culation at  the  fall  ofltnbcspierre,  amounted  to6,400,000,000 
francs,  or  £300,000,000  sterling.  But  this  astonishing  is- 
sue of  paper  could  not  continue  witliout  introducing  a  to- 
tal confusion  of  properly  of  every  sort.  All  persons  em- 
ployed by  the  Gnvernment,  both  in  the  civil  and  military 
departments,  were  paid  in  the  paper  currency  at  par,  but 
as  it  fell  rapidly,  from  the  enormous  quantity  in  circula- 
tion, to  a  tenth  part,  and  soon  to  a  twentieth  of  its  real 
value,  the  pay  received  was  merely  nominal,  and  though 
ill  the  receipt  of  largest  apparent  incomes,  were  in  want  of 
the  common  necessaries  of  life." 

Now,  sir,  how  do  these  facts  compare  with  our 
present  expeasfis.'  The  expenditures  of  France 
in  the  great  struggle  for  her  regeneration  were 
$60,000;000  per  month,  or  f^720,000,000  peran- 
num. Our  expenses  for  three  years  average  one 
tenth  more  than  that  sum.  France  raised  one 
fourth  of  it  by  taxation,  we  raise  one  tenth. 
France  ruined  itself  with  §1,500,000,000  of  paper; 
our  issues  unprovided  for  by  taxation  already 
exceed  that  sum.  The  great  revolution  of  the 
French  people  against  the  Bourbons  and  despotic 
government  failed  entirely  in  consequence  of  the 
financial  errors  of  the  revolutionary  government 
and  the  incapacity  of  the  Directory.  This  is  an 
example  that  this  country  has  now  before  it. 

Revolutionary  France,  exhausted  by  the  opera- 
tion of  papermoney,  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  suc- 
cessful soldier,  v.'hose  great  capacity  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  field  of  battle.  From  that  France,  so 
exhausted  by  the  paper-money  men  tliat  they  could 
no  longer  uphold  the  sovereignty  of  the  people, 
Napoleon  extracted  the  means  to  make  fifteen 
years'  war  and  conquer  Europe.  Under  fifteen 
years  of  the  empire  the  expenses  of  France  were 
$1,530,000,000;  that  is  to  say,  less  than  those  of 
the  last  two  years  of  our  Government.  In  that 
time  the  troops  of  France  visited  every  capital  in 
Europe,  and  the  French  emperor  became  the  rnas- 
ter  of  the  Continent.  Now,  sir,  that  $1,530,000,000 
was  raised  entirely  by  taxation  and  a  judicious 
management  of  the  public  property.  France  at 
that  time  embraced  Belgium,  Luxemburg,  Pied- 
mont,and  Savoy,  or  one  hundred  and  sixteen  de- 
partments, or  thirty  more  than  at  present.  The 
taxes  mentioned  were  levied  upon  and  paid  by 
the  present  eighty-six  departments.  The  result 
of  this  system  of  finance  was  that  the  annual 
charge  upon  the  public  debt  in  1797,  the  year  VI 
of  the  republic,  was  jJ32,250,000;  at  the  close  of 
1814  the  annual  charge  was  ^36,000,000.  An  ad- 
dition of  $4,000,000  perannum  to  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt  had  been  tlie  result  of  fifteen  years 
of  conquest,  during  which  the  French  eagles  had 
passed  from  Lisbon  to  iNIoscow,  from  Berlin  to 
Venice.  It  may  be  replied  thatFrance  levied  con- 
tributions. Such  was  the  case  in  the  last  six  years 
of  the  empire,  when  the  emp(M-or  sustained  a 
million  men  in  arms  against  Europe  banded  to- 
gether by  the  subsidies  of  England.  These  are 
tiie exact  figuies  for  the  contributions  levied  from 
January  1,  1808,  to  April  1,  1814,  $109,837,241. 
(L.  Wolowskie.) 

The  great  antagonist  of  France  in  those  long 
years  was  England.  That  powerful  nation,  un- 
touched herself  by  a  hostile  force,  furnished 
the  means  by  which  coalition  after  coalition  was 
formed  in  Europe  to  oppose  the  resistless  march 
of  the  French  legions.  The  system  of  England 
was  different  from  thatof  the  French  Revolution, 
and  was  not  similar  to  that  of  the  empire.  It 
mingled  paper  money  with  debt, and  with  around 
system  of  taxation,  and  succeeded  for  the  time,  not 
by  means  of  its  excellence,  but  by  reason  of  a  sort 
of  tniracle.  The  tales  of  the  Arabian  Nights  de- 
scribe an  individual  in  sore  tribulation,  who  dis- 
covered upon  the  beach  a  casket,  on  opening 
which  there  issued  forth  a  vapor,  which,  ascend- 
ing and  dilating,  took  gradually  the  form  of  a 
mighty  genii,  who,  in  gratitude  for  his  release. 


became  the  all-powerful  slave  of  his  liberator. 
That  tale  was  realized  at  about  the  dale  of  the 
French  Revolution.  James  Watt  discovered  the 
casket,  and  there  issued  forth  a  vapor  which 
gradually  filled  England  with  tireless  slaves  thai 
did  the  work,  it  is  estimated,  of  sixty  million  men. 
Arkwrightdiscoveredanother  worker  in  the  spin- 
ning-jenny; and  Cartwright  still  another  in  the 
power-loom;  to  which  our  own  Whitney  con- 
tributed the  cotton-gin,  which  was  to  feed  those 
mighty  workers  with  raw  material.  Numberless 
other  agents  of  production  sprang  into  life.  In 
short,  the  age  of  machinery  succeeded  the  age  of 
hand  labor.  England,  secluded  from  war  in  her 
island  home,  possessing  a  powerful  fleet  that 
commanded  the  ocean,  as  Napoleon  ruled  the  land, 
monopolized  the  markets  of  the  world  for  the  sale 
of  the  goods  which  her  new  productive  power 
created.  She  thus  held  an  exhaustless  fund  of 
wealth,  which  enabled  her  to  feed  and  prolong  the 
war.  Sir  Archibald  Alison,  in  the  History  of 
Europe,  admits  that  Watt  and  Arkwright  con- 
quered Napoleon.  The  expenditures  of  England 
during  those  years  were  as  follows,  per  Mar- 
shall's tables,  namely: 

Revenue  from  taxes,  1793  to  1816 $4,910,803,433 

Net  loans,  1793  to  1816 2,087,065,460 

Expenses  twenty-  four  years $6,997,809,893 

Expenses  per  annum $'350,32-J,4i)'.> 

The  English  began  the  war  on  credit.  Up  to 
1797,  the  year  of  bank  suspension,  they  did  not 
impose  war  taxes.  In  Marshall,  table  11,  we 
have  this  account: 

"  During  the  first  five  years  of  the  war  no  increase  of 
taxation  took  place.  The  operation  of  the  war  during  that 
period  was  mainly  sustained  on  credit  and  issues  of  paper; 
a  large  portion  of  the  supplies  for  the  navy  were  obtained 
by  bills  at  ninety  days  date,  bearing  interest.  'J'hesc,  in 
the  first  instances,  operated  as  an  enlargement  of  the  cir- 
culating medium,  and  thereby  tended  to  enhance  the  money 
price  of  commodities,  and  reconcile  a  great  portion  of  the 
producers  to  the  war.  These  bills,  also,  it  was,  lli:ttf(np.ied 
the  basis  of  those  money  fortunes  which  have  led  to  ihe 
creation  of  a  new  class  or  order  of  society  in  England, 
namely,  a  money  oligarchy." 

This  certainly  is  a  description  of  our  own  finan- 
cial commencement.  The  minister  of  the  dtiy, 
Mr.  Pitt,  was  soon  convinced  that  this  plan  must 
come  to  an  end;  accordingly  the  Government 
ceased  its  issue  of  paper,  but  in  1797  permitted 
the  bank  to  suspend,  or, in  legal  phrase,  restricted 
the  bank  from  paying  specie  until  six  months  af- 
ter peace  shall  bedeclared.  The  taxes  grew  year 
by  year  from  ^17,000,000  in  1796  to  ^72,000,000 
in  1815.  The  loans  of  the  Government  v/ere  sub- 
ordinate to  the  export  trade  of  the  country  as  the 
vast  machine  power  came  into  play.  British 
iTierchandise  found  increasing  sales  all  over  the 
world,  and  at  paper  prices.  The  paper  of  the 
Government  and  bank  depreciated  and  caused 
prices  to  rise,  but  her  foreign  customers  were 
compelled  to  pay  those  prices,  because  of  her  mo- 
nopoly through  her  commandof  the  ocean.  Tlie 
amount  of  exports  from  1797  to  1815  v/as  =c695,- 
554,185,  exceeding  the  imports  by  =£'350,000,000, 
or $1,701,000,000.  How  was  this  large  sum  ac- 
counted for?  It  was  thus:  English  agents  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  drew  on  the  Government  at 
London  for  supplies  of  army  and  navy  sul^idics, 
secret  service,  &c.  These  bills  were  annually 
funded.  The  bullion  committee  of  1811  state  the 
bills  so  drawn  in  1795 at ^11,040,236.  The  loans 
contracted  in  that  year  were  .if  12, 907, 451,  that  is, 
the  bills  were  funded.  Thus  the  amount  of  money 
actually  borrowed  by  the  English  Government 
consisted  in  very  little  more  than  the  extraordi- 
nary profits  on  her  foreign  trade,  caused  by  the 
joint  influence  of  her  newly-invented  machinery, 
the  cessation  ofmanufacturing industry  in  Europe, 
the  absence  of  it  in  the  United  States,  and  the  su- 
preme command  of  the  ocean  by  the  British  fleets. 
Those  profits  were  funded  in  perpetual  annuities. 
If  that  funding  had  not  taken  place,  had  England 
continued  at  peace,  the  large  capital  so  accumu- 
lated would  have  been  applied  necessarily  to  the 
employment  of  the  people  at  better  wages  and 
have  produced  a  more  general  distribution  of 
wealth.  Instead  of  that,  however,  it  was  expend- 
ed in  war,  and  the  stock  created  for  it  has  been 
held  by  non-producers,  an  "  oligarchy  "for  whom 
the  million  has,  during  fifty  years,  hopelessly 
toiled.  Those  people  have  paid  since  1813, 
$7,000,000,000  in  taxes  for  interest,  without  di- 
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minishing  tlie  debt  one  dollar.  During  the  war 
the  property  or  income  tax  yielded,  per  annum, 
<f  15, 000, 000,  and  was  repealed  with  the  return  of 
peace,  when  reliance  was  liad  altogether  upon 
indirect  taxes  until  the  reform  under  Sir  Robert 
Peel  in  1842.  A  return  to  the  property  tax  was 
then  made  as  less  injurious  to  the  industrial  in- 
terests of  the  nation  than  indirect  taxes.  We 
have  here  three  examples,  that  of  revolutionary 
France,  ruined  by  paper  money,  that  of  the  great 
success  of  the  cash  system  by  Napoleon,  and  that 
of  a  mixed  system  in  England  which  gave  tem- 
porary success  at  the  cost  of  future  distress. 

OUR  REVOLUTIONARY  EXAMPLE. 

Having  glanced  at  these  modes  of  meeting  great 
national  difficulties  adopted  abroad,  we  return  to 
our  own  great  struggle  when  the  thirteen  colo- 
nies banded  together  to  repel  a  common  aggress- 
or. The  expenses  of  the  seven  years' struggle 
were  never  exactly  ascertained,  but  were  approx- 
imated by  Nourse,  the  Register  of  the  Treasury 
in  1790,  at  §135,193,103,  of  which  one  half  was 
raised  by  taxes  levied  and  collected  during  the 
war.  The  residue  remained  a  debt  due  from  the 
States  in  their  collective  capacities  after  the  war. 
The  payments  from  the  Treasury  were  made  in 
Continental  paper.  The  first  issues  were  made 
in  1T»76,  and  retained  their  value  nearly  through 
the  yenr  1777,  but  in  1780  ceased  to  be  of  any 
value.  The  ratio  of  depreciation  is  seen  in  a  table 
prepared  and  presented  to  Congress  by  General 
Washington  in  1783  in  settlement  of  his  accounts. 
At  the  close  of  1777  the  money  was  75  cents  per 
dollar;  at  the  close  of  1778,  15  cents  per  dollar; 
in  1779,  3  cents  per  dollar;  in  1780,  2j  cents.  The 
whole  amount  of  the  emissions  was  gi357,476,54l. 
The  ruin  of  this  currency  left  the  country  in  a 
deplorable  condition.  The  interest  on  the  public 
debt  was  not  paid  because  the  States  would  not 
respond  to  the  requisitions  for  that  purpose,  and 
public  credit  was  gone.  The  debt  sold  for  ten 
cents  on  the  dollar.  The  collection  of  private 
debts  was  suspended,  arid  private  credit  nearly 
ceased  to  exist.  With  the  peace  a  flood  of  goods 
arrived  to  carry  off  the  coin,  and  taxes  were  not 
to  be  collected.  Many  of  the  States  had  recourse 
again  to  paper  money  and  legal-tender  laws,  and 
in  Massachusetts  open  insurrection  burst  forth. 
All  these  evils  were  cured  as  if  by  magic  when  a 
Government  "  based  on  the  consent  of  the  gov- 
erned" was  formed  from  a  union  of  the  States 
that  conferred  on  the  Federal  Government  the 
right  to  collect  duties  on  imports  for  the  purpose 
of  revenue,  withheld  from  it  the  rightagain  to  issue 
paper  money,  and  prohibited  the  Stales  I'rom  mak- 
ing anything  a  legal  tender  but  gold  and  silver. 

The  customs  at  once  gave  the  means  of  paying 
the  interest  on  the  debt,  restored  value  to  all  out- 
standing obligations,  removed  the  necessity  for 
taxes  and  State  requisitions,  and  put  in  motion 
the  wheels  of  commerce  that  soon  supplied  the 
country  with  coin. 

THE  PRESENT  FISCAL  MANAGEMENT. 

From  that  time  to  the  advent  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, the  customs  duties  had  supplied  all 
the  wants  of  the  Government.  The  reports  of  the 
Treasury  D(!partment  show  the  expenditures  of 
the  Government  from  March  4,  1789,  to  July  1, 
1861,  to  have  been  $1,453,790,786;  received  from 
customs§l,575,152,579.  In  other  words,  the  cus- 
toms revenues  had  exceeded  the  whole  expend- 
itures of  the  Government  by  $121,361,793. 
There  has  been  received  from  lands  §175,817,961, 
and  from  other  sources  $95,305,322,  making 
$392,485,076,  which  sum  has  been  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  revolutionary  debt,  the  expenses 
of  the  war  of  1812,  the  Florida  war,  the  Mexican 
war,  including  the  purchase  of  California,  the 
Mormon  war,  the  purchasoof  two  empires — Lou- 
isiana and  Florida — and  the-indemnity  to  Texas, 
besides  building  the  national  Capitol,  the  cus- 
tom-houses, light-houses,  navy-yards,  arsenals, 
founderies,  &,c.,  and  filling  them  with  millions  of 
dollars' worth  of  the  materials  of  war.  Such  was 
the  operation  of  the  customs  duties  down  to  the 
induction  of  Mr.  Chase  into  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. The  expenses  of  three  years  of  his 
administration  may  be  stated  thus:  Mr.  Chase's 
three  years  j|l2,385,283,655;  twenty-four  Secreta- 
ries, seventy-two  years,  jjl  ,4.53,790,786. 

Thus,  under  Mr.  Chase  there  lias  been  ex- 
pended nearly  seventy  per  cent,  more  than  by  liis 


twenty-four  predecessors  in  the  previous  seventy- 
two  years,  including  the  revolutionary  debt  and 
pensions;  and  nearly  the  whole  of  this  vast  ex- 
penditure of  Mr.  Chase  exists  in  the  shape  of  a 
floating  debt.  It  is  really  a  floating  debt,  because 
no  system  of  finance  whatever  has  been  devised 
to  meet  the  interest  or  ultimately  to  liquidate  it. 
No  attempt  whatever  has  been  made  to  place  this 
enormous  debt  on  a  solid  basis.  The  utmost  in- 
genuity of  the  Secretary  has  been  exhausted  in 
devising  different  forms  of  promises  by  which  the 
floating  paper  may  be  multiplied,  but  in  no  case 
whatever  has  he  projected  a  permanent  system 
of  finance  by  which  the  fall  of  this  swelling  ava- 
lanche may  be  averted.  The  utmost  extent  to 
which  he  has  gone  in  this  direction  is  in  his  last  re- 
port, page  9,  '■'  to  urge  on  Congress  efficient  meas- 
ures for  increase  of  revenue,"  and  on  page  10  to 
concur  with  some  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Internal  Revenue  for  an  increase  of 
tax  on  bank  notes,  spirits,  tobacco,  and  cotton. 
This  is  the  whole.  The  Secretary  is  very  fruit- 
ful and  profuse  in  suggestions  as  to  putting  out 
paper,  but  has  no  fertility  of  invention  when  the 
question  is  of  payment.  The  honorable  Secretary 
also,  on  page  2  of  his  annual  report,  takes  credit 
to  himself  for  the  gratifying  fact  that  the  receipts 
from  all  sources,  except  internal  revenue,  exceed 
the  estimates.  Now  as  the  internal  revenue  was 
estimated  at  one  half  the  whole,  and  that  was  de- 
ficient sixty  per  cent.,  it  is  diflicult  to  see  the 
matter  for  congratulation.  Let  us  look  at  the 
figures  as  contained  in  the  report,  page  3: 

Estimated,  Actual. 

Customs $68,041,736  59  $69,059,642  40 

Liuuis 8a,724  16  167,617  17 

iMiscellaiieous 2,244,316  32  3,046,615  35 

Direct  4ax 11,620.717  99  1,485,103  61 

Internal  revenue. 85,456^303  73  37.640,787  95 

Balance  from  lastyear....    13,043,546  81  13;043,546  81 


Total  receipts $180,495,345  60    $124,443,313  29 


Now,  sir,  the  first  item  here  is  customs,  and  the 
Secretary  takes  credit  that  it  exceeded  his  esti- 
mates §1,017,905  81.  What  is  the  fact.?  If  we 
turn  to  page  37  of  the  same  report,  we  find  these 
items: 

Expenses  of  collecting  customs $3,238,936  67 

Repayment  to  importers,  excess  of  duties.. .    2,262,770  69 
Debentures  on  drawbacks 1,026,135  58 


Total $6,.527,842  94 


This  sum  being  deducted  from  the  total  of 
duties  the  Treasury  will  have  realized  actually 
$61,699,292,  or  $6,342,444  less  than  the  estimates, 
iiut  the  pretense  may  be  set  up  that  the  estimate 
was  gross  revenue.  Such  a  pretense, is  not  valid, 
because  any  amountmay  be  taken  and  repayment 
made.  Moreover,  the  expenses  and  repayments 
this  year  exceeded  those  of  the  last  $1,795,461, 
which  more  than  absorbs  the  increase  in  revenue 
for  which  the  Secretary  takes  credit.  The  next 
item  is  land  revenues,  total  amount  $167,617, 
for  which  the  Secretary  takes  great  credit.  Sir, 
he  charges  for  collecting  that  ainount,  on  page  37, 
$111,254  06;  for  surveys  of  the  land,  $114,298  81; 
for  special  counsel  fees,  $24,203  90;  for  repay- 
ments of  land  sold,  $12,947  38;  for  indemnity  for 
swamp  landssold  to  individuals,  $37,189  78;  mak- 
ing a  total  of  $299,893  99  spent  to  obtain  $166,617. 
Certainly  not  a  very  profitable  operation.  We  are 
then  told  that  the  direct  tax  fell  short  $10,135,614, 
or  ninety  per  cent.;  that  the  internal  revenue  fell 
short  $47,815,516,  nearly  sixty  percent.  We  are 
then  carefully  told — page  3 — that  this  careless  es- 
timate was  by  "a  very  competent  gentleman," 
which  means  clearly  not  by  the  Secretaiy  him- 
self. The  result  is,  that  instead  of  $180,000,000, 
the  Secretary  realized  but  $W6, 783, 069.  Every 
item  in  the  Secretary's  estimates  fell  largely  short. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  Secretary  includes  in 
his  "  receipts"  $13,043,546  81  balance  from  last 
year.  That  was  undoubtedly  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  used,  but  was  not  a  "  receipt"  of  the  our- 
rent  year;  notwithstanding  which,  we  have  the 
following  on  page  4: 

"  From  lliu  actual  expenditure,  $714,709,971,  (here  mu«t 
be  di'duclc'd  iliu  actual  rectlpl-f,  §124,443,313,  in  order  to 
show  llii;  nnionnl  derived  from  loans",  $590,260,682." 

Now,  this  sum  of  $124,443,313  includes  the 
$13,043,546  81  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  of  which  there  remained  on  hand  at  the 
close  $5,327,044.  Tiiis  last  sum  is  wholly  ignored 


by  the  Secretary,  and  his  calculation  is  wrong  by 
that  amount,  a  sum  equal  to  the  whole  expendi- 
ture of  Wasliingtbn's  Administration.  It  would 
be  tedious  to  pursue  these  errors  through  the 
whole  report.  Enough  has  been  said  to  show  the 
slip-shod  manner  in  which  the  mere  detailsoftho 
national  finances  have  been  treated. 

The  great  question  of  taxation  has  been  stu- 
diously evaded.  The  most  sanguine  estimates 
have  been  made  to  keep  up  a  promise  of  revenue, 
while  the  substance  has  been  avoided.  Expe- 
rience has  shown  that  the  estimates  of  the  Depart- 
ment are  entirely  unreliable,  and  on  page  10  the 
Secretary  states  it  was  not  his  [)olicy  to  tax: 

"It  was  not  important,  so  long  as  it  seemed  highly  prolv 
able  that  the  war  would  speedily  be  brought  to  a  successful 
close,  that  the  revenue  should  exceed  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses and  interest.  On  the  contrary,  it  seemed  wisest  to 
obtain  the  means  for  nearly  the  whole  of  the  extraordinary 
expenditures  by  loan,  and  thus  avoid  tlip  necessity  of  any 
considerable  increase  of  the  burdens  of  the  people  at  a  time 
when  the  sudden  outbreak  of  flagitious  rebellion  had  de- 
ranged their  business  and  temporarily  diminished  their  in- 
comes."        ******** 

"  But  receipts  disappointed  expectation,  and  it  soon  be- 
came obvious  that  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  means 
needed  for  the  fiscal  year  1862  than  the  principle  adopted 
would  allow  must  be  derived  from  loans." 

Thus  the  plan  was  fco  emit  paper  at  a  time 
when  the  enthusiasm  of  the  people  was  fully 
aroused,  when  their  wealth  was  untouched,  and 
when  their  ability  and  will  to  pay  taxes  were  al- 
most boundless.  Congress  had,  however,  passed 
a  tax  of  $20,000,000  on  real  estate,  but  having 
enacted  the  internal  revenue  act  concocted  by  the 
honorable  Secretary's  "very  competent  gentle- 
man."    He  informs  us,  page  11: 

"In  that  report,  (December,  1863,)  therefore,  and  In  his 
subsequent  coinniunicalioiis  to  proper  committees,  the 
Secretary  suggested  no  taxation,  but  confined  his  recom- 
mendations to  other  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the 
public  credit,  among  whicli  those  relating  to  loans  and  to 
the  uniformity  of  currency  lield  the  foremost  place."  ' 

The  meaning  of  which  is  that  the  Secretary 
having  embarked  in  the  paper-money  system  was 
determined  to  follow  it  out;  accordingly  the  real 
estate  tax  was  repealed,  and  the  internal  revenue 
tax  so  modified  as  to  be  profitless.  The  customs 
that  had  been  in  the  original  loan  bill  of  July, 
1861,  pledged  to  the  paytnent  of  the  loan  then 
authorized,  and  which  pledge  had  been  stricken 
out  in  the  Senate,  were  again  approj)riated,  first, 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
and,  seccind,  to  a  sinking  fund  of  one  per  cent, 
per  annum  on  the  entire  debt.  This  sinking 
fund  has  virtually  been  repealed  in  order  to  sell 
the  gold  in  aid  of  speculators  for  a  fall,  which 
has,  however,  produced  a  counter  eff"ect;  and 
there  will  remain  only  the  customs  taxes,  receiv- 
able in  gold,  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt.  This  debt  now  out- 
standing in  various  forms  of  paper  is  of  three 
classes:  first,  that  of  which  the  interest  is  pay- 
able in  coin;  second,  that  of  which  the  interest  is 
payable  in  paper;  and  third,  that  which  bears  no 
interest.  The  amounts  under  these  heads  were 
as  follows,  February  1,  by  an  official  report  which 
has  been  published: 

First  class,  interest  in  coin $763,379,214 

Second  class,  interest  in  paper 221.874,691 

Third  class,  no  interest 487,971.619 

Total  debt $1 .473,225,724 


There  is,  in  addition  to  this,  $350,000,000  of 
interest-bearing  currency  being  issued,  and,  as  we 
have  seen  from  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary,  the 
expenditures  arc  $3,000,000  per  day.  The  debt 
at  the  end  of  the  current  year,  in  any  event,  will 
be  at  least  $2,500,000,000.  If  that  debt  is  ever 
paid  at  all  it  must  be  by  funiling  the  whole  of  it 
in  a  stock,  the  interest  payable  in  gold,  in  which 
case  the  annual  interest  will  be  $150,000,000. 
The  old  peace  expenditures  of  the  Government 
were  $83,000,000  with  an  Army  of  twelve  thou- 
sand men  and  an  insignificant  Navy.  The  whole 
expenditures  will  never  again  be  under  $200, 000,- 
000,  and  with  the  interest  on  the  debt,  $450,000,- 
000,  to  which  add  one  percent,  for  a  sinkingfund, 
and  the  amount  is  $475,000,000.  In  the  last  ten 
years  the  average  of  customs  duties  has  not  been 
over  $50,000,000  ]ier  annum.  There  remains, 
then,  $425,000,000  per, annum,  which  is  to  be  ex- 
tracted entirely  by  taxes  from  a  war-exhausted 
people.  This  immense  amount  is  to  be  paid  in 
specie  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  for  one  received 
by  the  Government.     Up  to  this  moment  there 
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have  been  really  no  steps  taken  toward  obtaining 
it.  The  pernicious  system  of  paper  money  has 
been  the  only  resource.  The  Secretary  has,  in- 
deed, negotiated  a  large  amount  of  six  per  cent, 
stocks,  but  he  has  done  it  only  by  selling  them 
at  sixty  cents  on  the  dollar.  He  is  paying  ten 
per  cent,  per  annum  in  gold  for  every  dollar  of 
gold  value  he  has  received. 

The  Secretary  with  amazing  effrontery  informs 
Congress,  in  his  report  to  Congress,  page  13,  that 
hekeptsteadily  in  view  moderate  interest  on  loans, 
and  congratulates  himself  upon  his  success  in 
that  respect.     Here  is  his  language: 

"  The  ciiiliest  negotiations  were  at  the  highest  rates  of 
interest;  for  it  is  a  distinguishing  characteristic  of  our 
financial  history  in  this  rebellion  that  the  public  credit, 
wliicli  was  at  the  lowest  ebb  in  the  months  which  pre- 
ceded its  breaking  out,  has  steadily  improved  in  the  midst 
of  the  terrible  trials  it  has  brought  upon  the  country.  The 
first  loans  were  negotiated  at  seven  and  thirty  hundredths 
per  cent.,  the  next  at  seven,  the  next  at  six ;  more  recently 
large  sums  have  been  obtained  at  five  and  four,  and  the 
whole  of  the  debt  which  is  represented  by  United  States 
notes  and  fractional  currency  bears,  of  course,  no  interest." 

The  secession  of  South  Carolina  took  place  De- 
cember 10.  Sixty  days  previously  a  $10,000,000 
Federal  five  per  cent,  stock  was  negotiated  at 
one  and  a  half  per  cent,  premium.  When  events 
progressed,  Mr.  Chase  himself  was  utterly  unable 
to  negotiate  any  loan  at  any  price.  The  capital- 
ists of  New  York  in  April,  1861,  offered  him 
ninety-three  for  a  six  per  cent,  stock,  which  he, 
in  his  blindness,  refused,  and  soon  after  was  glad 
to  accept  eighty-five  for  the  same  stock.  He  then 
appealed  to  the  capitalists  for  aid.  The  commit- 
tee of  the  Chamberof  Commerce  and  a  committee 
of  the  associated  banks  succeeded  in  negotiating 
for  Mr.  Chase  a  loan  of  $9,000,000  at  eighty-four 
percent.  In  the  mean  time,  while  Mr.  Chase  was 
helplessly  asking  aid  from  banks,  the  whole  peo- 
ple came  forward  and  poured  $70,000,000  volun- 
tarily into  the  Federal  Treasury.  Every  State, 
every  county,  every  town  gave  its  share  to  sus- 
tain that  Government  whose  credit  Mr.  Chase 
tells  us  was  so  low.  At  the  close  of  June  Mr. 
Chase,  unable  to  use  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment, was  again  dependent  on  the  banks  fora  tem- 
porary loan.  In  July  Congress  authorized  a  loan 
of  $250,000,000,  with  which  Mr.  Chase  could  do 
nothing  until  the  associated  banks  again  assem- 
bled and  made  the  loan  for  him. 

Most  true  is  it  that  the  fear  of  the  paper  money 
injured  the  public  credit.  It  is  also  true  that  the 
Secretary  negotiated  no  loans  except  those  for 
■which  the  banks  give  him  gold  at  par,  until  by 
the  use  of  paper  money  he  had  depreciated  the 
value  of  the  bonds  to  sixty  per  cent,  on  the  dollar, 
■when  they  were  apparently  sold  at  par  on  their 
face,  but  really  at  an  increasing  discount.  This 
juggle  was  performed  by  paper  money.  The 
same  paper  which  cheats  the  workman  outofhis 
wages  fills  the  pockets  of  the  capitalists.  It  makes 
the  poor  poorer  and  the  rich  richer.  It  enlists  the 
speculator,  the  jobber,  and  the  plunderer  in  favor 
of  the  war,  and  they  gorge  themselves  with  wealth 
at  the  expense  of  the  industrious  many.  With 
the  suspension  of  the  banks  forced  upon  them, 
evidently  by  the  design  of  the  Secretary,  the 
money  began  to  depreciate;  and  it  was  only  when 
that  depreciation  became  very  great  that  the  cap- 
italists bought  it  up  to  convert  it  into  six  per 
cent,  gold  interest  stock.  December  1,  1861,  the 
Secretary  sold  to  the  banks  $50,000,000  of  twenty- 
year  six  per  cent,  stock  at  eighty-nineper  cent., 
or  for  $44,661,231  in  gold,  or  at  seven  per  cent, 
interest  per  annum.  In  February,  1862,  Con- 
gress authorized  $500,000,000  of  six  percent,  gold 
interest  stock,  into  which  paper  money  was  to 
have  been  converted,  and  the  Secretary  made 
every  possible  effort  to  negotiate  it,  but  with  so 
little  success  that  in  February,  1863,  after  the 
lapse  of  twelve  months  only  $25,000,000  had 
been  sold.  There  had,  however,  been  issued 
$250,000,000  of  paper  money  which  had  depre- 
ciated to  such  an  extent  that  the  public  were 
alarmed.  They  had  received  large  quantities  of 
this  paper  for  goods,  and  did  not  know  how  to 
employ  it.  The  Secretary  had  employed  a  large 
numberof  agents  to  sell  his  stock,  and  these  agents 
represented  that  the  stock  would  be  paid,  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  in  coin.  They  were  then  en- 
abled tosi^ll  $]33,000,000inthe  three  months  end- 
ing July  1,  1863. 

Now,  sir,  what  was  the  coin  value  obtained 
for  that  stock  per  $50,000,000?   The  average  price 


of  gold  was  145in  June,  in  which  the  largest  corl- 
versions  were  made.  In  April  and  May  the  rate 
had  been  higher.  If  we  take  the  June  average,  the 
gold  value  of  the  stock  was  68.96  per  cent.;  con- 
sequently the  gold  value  of  $50,000,000  stock  was 
$34,480,000.  The  price  of  gold  fell  during  the 
summer  months,  and  there  were  comparatively 
few  sales  of  stock.  The  Government  paper  did 
not,  however,  appreciate  in  respect  to  the  values 
of  other  commodities  for  reasons  that  will  shortly 
appear.  In  September  the  autumn  trade  was  very 
brisk,  and  large  amounts  of  goods  were  sold  for 
paper.  The  bank  deposits  again  increased  largely 
and  flowed  over  into  the  five-twenty  stock  of  the 
Government.  In  the  months  of  October  and 
November  the  Secretary  sold  $100,000,000,  for 
which  he  received  $66,000,000  gold  value.  The 
remainder  of  the  loan  was  sold  in  December  at 
sixty-four  cents  gold  value.  If  we  recapitulate 
these  sales  of  stock  by  the  Secretary  we  find  them 
to  have  been  as  follows  in  sums  of  $50,000,000: 
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Thus,  so  far  from  a  decreasing  rate  of  interest, 
as  claimed  by  the  Secretary,  he  was  enabled  to 
sell  the  stock  in  no  other  way  than  by  increasing 
the  rate  of  interest.  The  lowest  rate  of  interest 
he  obtained  was  from  the  banks,  just  before  he 
forced  them  to  suspend.  Since  then  the  rate  has 
gone  on  constantly  to  increase.  Now,  sir,  the 
highest  rate  paid  by  Great  Britain  for  money  was 
in  1804,  at  five  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  $130,000,000 
in  round  numbers,  of  athree  per  cent,  stock,  was 
sold  for  $70,000,000  in  money,  gold  being  then 
eight  per  cent,  premium.  It  may  be  here  remarked 
in  passing,  that  this  sale  of  the  five-twenty  stock 
is  a  total  perversion  of  the  objects  for  which  it 
was  created,  and  which  object  is  sufficiently  ex- 
plained in  section  two  of  the  law  of  February 
25,  1862,  authorizing  them: 

"  That  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  fund 
the  Treasury  notes  and  floating  debt  of  the  United  States 
he  is  authorized,"  &c.,  &C. 

The  meaning  of  this  was  to  "  fund"  the  notes; 
that  is,  to  call  them  in  from  circulation  and  d-e- 
stroy  them,  giving  the  holders  the  six  per  cent, 
stock  in  payment,  thus  clearing  the  market  of  a 
superabundant  and  pernicious  circulation.  He 
has  sold  all  the  stock  and  not  a  dollar  of  the  notes 
is  "funded."  The  whole  amount  still  floats  at 
an  increasing  depreciation. 

The  agents  of  the  Secretary  now  boast  that  the 
market  will  soon  be  in  such  a  condition  that  they 
can  sell  the  $900,000,000  of  ten-forty  year  stock 
authorized  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1863,  at  five 
per  cent,  interest.     Gold  is  now,  say  175,  or  in 


other  words  Government  paper  is  at  sixty-five 
per  cent,  per  dollar,  which  is  the  price  at  which 
the  Government  officers  in  California  are  com- 
pelled to  sell  the  legal-tender  money  they  receive 
for  their  salaries.  If  the  Secretary  was  able  to 
sell  his  stock  at  five  per  cent,  to-day  he  would 
realize,  gold  value,  for  $50,000,000  $30,000,000, 
on  which  the  gold  interest  would  be  $2,500,000, 
or  over  eight  per  cent,  per  annum  in  gcrtd.  The 
present  inflation  will  go  on  with  this  object  until 
the  five-twenty  six  per  cent.,  recently  sold  at  par, 
shall  have  touched  120,  because  that  is  the  equiv- 
alent of  a  five  per  cent,  stock  at  par;  that  is,  when 
the  six  per  cent,  stock  sells  at  120  it  gives  the 
same  interest  as  a  five  percent,  stock  at  100.  To 
effect  that  gold  must  advance  to  180,  at  which 
price  the  gold  value  of  the  six  per  cent,  five-twen- 
ties at  120  currency  will  be  66  cents  per  dollar, 
and  the  gold  value  of  five  per  cent,  ten-forties  at 
par  currency  will  be  55  cents  per  dollar,  at  which 
rate  the  Secretary  will  be  borrowing  at  nine  per 
cent,  per  annum  in  gold.  I  have  in  these  calcu- 
lations assumed  that  the  five-twenties  were  nego- 
tiable at  par  for  United  States  notes,  which,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  case.  The  Secretary's  agents  and 
theirfriends  have  received  a  commission  deducted 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  loans  of  three  eighths  of 
one  per  cent,  for  a  rate  which  on  the  negotiation 
of  $470,000,000  amounts  to  $1,762,500,  which 
is  the  sum  of  the  discount  for  which  the  bonds 
were  sold  for  paper,  and  very  lai'ge  sums  of  the 
five-twenties  are  reported  held  by  the  speculative 
agents  to  realize  the  profit  expected  from  the  in- 
flation which  is  to  prepare  the  market  for  a  five 
per  cent,  stock  at  paper  par.  On  $50,000,000  of 
stock  so  held  $10,000,000  of  profit  may  be  real- 
ized, in  order  to  juggle  the  public  into  the  belief 
that  they  are  borrowing  cheaper,  when,  in  fact, 
they  are  paying  more.  The  same  agents  look 
to  a  similar  commission  on  the  ten-forties  on  the 
sum  authorized.   This  will  amount  to  $3,375,000. 

THE  METALS  AS  A  STANDARD  OF  VALUE. 

One  of  the  most  simple  as  well  as  the  most 
ancient  machines  for  facilitating  commerce  and  in- 
dustry, is  money  of  itself,  yet  it  has  been  more 
mystified  and  made  the  instrument  of  more  frauds 
upon  the  people  than  perhaps  any  other  human 
contrivance.  The  use  of  money,  and  of  gold  and 
of  silveras  the  material  for  money,  appears  from 
all  history,  sacred  and  profane,  to  have  been  fa- 
miliar to  the  most  ancient  nations  of  the  world, 
and  yet  down  to  very  recent  times  a  system  of 
barter  trade  has  been  maintained  in  many  coun- 
tries of  Europe.  It  is  obvious  that  as  soon  as 
mankind  by  the  operations  of  industry  had  pro- 
duced a  variety  of  commodities  that  their  desire 
to  exchange  them  with  each  other  manifested  itself 
almost  simultaneously.  To  exchange  one  com- 
modity for  another,  or  several  for  one,  was  a  la- 
borious and  inconvenient  system,  and  mankind 
seems  by  coiYimon  consent  to  have  referred  all 
articles  to  one  standard  of  exchange,  namely,  the 
precit)us  metals.  Those  metals  v/ere  eminently 
fitted  for  the  office  of  a  standard,  because  they  are 
compact  in  form,  are  less  liable  to  deteriorate  than 
some  others,  and  are  less  liable  to  fluctuate  in  sup- 
ply, but  the  most  important  of  all  was  the  fact 
that  they  are  most  widely  recognized  among  na- 
tions as  a  currency.  This  fact  imparts  to  them  a 
large  part  of  their  value.  It  is  estimated  by  M. 
Chevalier,  and  other  eminent  writers  upon  the 
subject,  that  the  quantity  of  gold  ust'd  as  a  cur- 
rency by  modern  nations  is  23,308,742  pounds 
weight.  Suppose  all  nations  should  abandon  the 
use  of  tha^  metal  as  a  currency,  what  would  be 
its  value?  What  would  become  of  the  industry 
of  California  and  Australia?  But  all  nations  de- 
mand gold  for  a  currency;  it  is  a  labor-saving 
machine  with  which  they  cannot  dispense;  con- 
sequently, all  the  industry  of  all  nations  is  at  the 
service  of  the  possessor  of  gold. 

When  the  metals  became  recognized  as  a  me- 
dium all  transactions  were  for  certain  quantities 
of  pure  gold  and  silver.  It  became  necessary  then 
for  every  man  to  weigh  the  gold  he  received  and 
to  be  able  to  test  its  fineness.  The  early  years 
of  California  mining  was  an  illustration  of  this. 
Every  man  had  his  bag  of  gold  dust  and  his 
scales.  The  next  improvement  was  coining.  This 
is  nothing  more  than  to  prepare  the  metals  in 
pieces  suitable  to  handle  and  stamp  on  them  the 
weight  and  fineness,  so  that  each  man  recognizes 
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ihe  quantity  and  value  as  right.  It  was  requisite 
that  the  highest  faith  should  be  reposed  in  the 
mark's  affixed  to  the  stamped  pieces,  and  the  sole 
posvfT  to  make  them  was  conferred  upon  tiie  Gov- 
ernment. At  tills  point  steps  in  mystification  and 
fraud.  No  Government  has  ever  been  honest  in 
this  respect.  All  of  them  have  from  time  to  time 
diminished  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  metals, 
thus  defrauding  the  recipients,  leading  to  uncer- 
tainty ift  traffic  and  rise  in  prices,  because  if  there 
■was  less  metal  than  was  originally  stipulated  less 
goods  would  be  forthcoming.  In  the  Roman  re- 
public the  as  was  the  chief  coin;  it  was  simply 
one  |30und  weight  of  pure  copper,  but  was  grad- 
ually reduced  to  one  third  of  that  weight.  When 
the  Roman  arms  subjugated  surrounding  nations, 
particularly  southern  States,  gold  and  silver  be- 
came abundant,  and  the  imperial  city  concentrated 
the  metallic  wealth  of  the  world.  The  relative 
value  of  gold  to  silver  was  then  one  to  fifteen,  or 
one  ounce  of  pure  gold  was  worth  fifteen  ounces 
of  pure  silver.  With  the  fall  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire Great  Britain  and  the  nations  of  western  Eu- 
rope developed  their  industry  and  drew  to  them 
the  metals  before  concentrated  at  Rome.  The  in- 
crease of  traffic  and  ind.ustry  demanded  contin- 
ually larger  supplies  of  the  metals,  and  the  miners 
did  not  adequately  answer  this  demand;  hence 
money  grew  scarce.  The  crusades  had  carried 
off  a  large  portion  of  wliathad  circulated,  and  the 
payment  of  taxes  became  very  diflicult.  In  Great 
Britain  this  fact  facilitated  the  emancipation  of 
born  slaves  on  the  great  manors.  Each  prince 
in  succession  sold  some  of  his  born  slaves,  down 
to  Glueen  Elizabeth,  who  finally  sold  freedom  to 
all  tlie  slaves  born  on  her  manor. 

During  this  period  of  straitened  finances  tam- 
pering with  the  currency  was  a  favorite  resource. 
At  the  date  of  the  Conquest  a  pound  in  money 
meant  a  pound  weight  of  pure  silver  which  was 
coined  into  twenty  pieces  called  shillings.  Dur- 
ing the  seven  hundred  and  fifty  succeeding  years 
the  weight  of  the  shilling  was  reduced  until  sixty- 
six  were  made  out  of  a  pound  of  metal.  If  this 
reduction  had  taken  place  in  a  lifetime  the  man 
who  was  to  receive  two  hundred  shillings  instead 
of  getting  ten  pounds'  weight  of  silver  would  have 
been  compelled  to  take  three  pounds.  Gold 
fared  no  better.  Under  Edward  III,  one  ounce 
of  gold  was  coined  into  twenty-one  shillings. 
There  were  twenty-four  successive  reductions  of 
the  amount  of  metal  in  the  coin  until  the  ounce 
was  coined  into  seventy-eight  shillings.  In  Scot- 
land (he  reduction  was  to  one  fortieth  of  the  ori- 
ginal weight;  in  France  to  one  seventy-second  of 
its  original  weight.  These  Government  frauds 
were  all  committed  for  the  profit  of  the  Crown 
exchequer.  The  weight  of  coin  that  came  into 
the  treasury  for  perhaps  <£  1,000  was  recoincd  se- 
cretly and  |iaid  out  for  perhaps  .£1,200.  The 
fraud  would  be  first  discovered  in  the  foreign 
trade.  These  were  the  practices  of  nations  not 
yet  acquainted  with  the  use  of  paper  as  money. 
The  moinentaCiown  minister  could  make  money 
by  a  printing  press  at  will,  there  was  no'neces- 
sity  for  reducing  the  intrinsic  value  of  coins  or 
raising  their  nominal  value.  This  system  of 
making  a  less  quantity  of  the  precious  metals 
serve  for  the  same  purposes  that  before  required 
larger  ones  operated  only  against  the  creditor  in- 
terest in  the  country  which  practiced  it,  so  that 
debased  money  would  not  be  taken  by  foreign 
merchants  at  the  same  value.  Many  nations 
went  further  and  substituted  copper  and  adulter- 
ated coins  having  some  intrinsic  value  but  far 
below  the  nominal  value. 

PAPER  MONET. 

The  next  step  was  the  introduction  of  [lapcr 
money  without  any  intrinsic  value  whatever. 
This  has  been  the  source  of  the  most  frightful 
evils  in  most  countries  of  Europe.  It  has  grven 
rise  to  niore-discuasioii  than  most  other  elements 
of  human  industry;  and  this  because  the  public 
do  not  rrcognizo  the  difTercnce  between  a  useful 
and  vnhialile  promise  that  represents  an  actual 
commodity  and  a  promise  which  represents  noth- 
ing but  expi  nse.  The  former  is  a  very  useful, 
ray,  indispensalile  aid  lo  commerce  and  industry; 
the  latter  is  the  most  pernicious  frtuid  that  can  he 
practiced  upon  a  people.  So  deep,  v.'ide-.spread, 
and  disiislrcuis  are  its  cfTecls  that  the  utterance  of 
it  liy  Gfivernment  sliouhl  bi-  held  to  be  the  high- 
est crime  that  ran  bo  committed  again.sta  nation. 


It  is  now  seven  hundred  years  since  the  Bank  of 
Venice,  originating  like  most  banks  in  a  forced 
Governtnciit  loan,  commenced  dealing  in  bills  of 
exchange.  A  bill  of  exchange  is  simply  an  or- 
der to  pay  to  the  holder  of  it  a  sum  of  money  in 
the  possession  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
dressed. Before  the  invention  of  these  bills  a 
merchant  who  sold  his  goods  in  one  city  was 
obliged  to  transport  thence  the  proceeds  in  coin 
to  some  other  city  where  he  wished  to  make  pur- 
chases. The  merchant  of  Venice  who  sold  his 
wares  in  Genoa,  and  wished  to  buy  other  com- 
modities in  Leghorn,  was  compelled  to  transport 
thither  the  gold,  the  proceeds  of  his  sale  in  Genoa, 
while  at  the  same  time  some  other  merchant  was 
making  the  reverse  operation.  Naturally,  it  oc- 
curred to  the  first  to  sell  to  the  second  an  order 
on  Genoa  for  the  money;  and  he  bought  at  the 
same  time  an  order  for  money  in  Leghorn.  All 
hazardous  transportation  of  money  was  thus 
saved.  This  was  a  great  invention,  and  gave  a 
great  impetus  to  thecommerce  of  the  world.  The 
bills  were  usually  drawn  at  a  certain  number  of 
days'  sight.  The  power  of  Venice  and  its  bank 
reached  vast  proportions  in  1491^.  The  bank 
never  suspended  until  1797,  when  it  perished  with 
the  republic  under  the  blows  of  Napoleon.  That 
long  career  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  years 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  bank  never  dealt  in 
or  issued  false  paper.  All  the  bills  that  passed 
through  it  represented  actual  commodities,  and 
were  canceled  with  the  proceeds  of  those  com- 
modities. The  bill  of  exchange  having  once  an 
established  usage,  it  received  many  new  applica- 
tions. It  was  adapted  to  internaltrade,  and  be- 
came the  medium  by  which  much  produce  was 
purchased  and  sent  to  market,  each  bill  being 
accompanied  by  the  produce,  the  sale  of  which 
was  to  pay  and  discharge  the  bill,  which  was 
drawn  at  thirty  or  sixty  days'  sight,  to  allow 
time  for  the  sale  of  the  goods.  This  was  also  a 
vast  labor-saving  machine,  and  became  the  sub- 
stitute for  a  large  amount  of  money  previously 
used  in  internal  trade. 

The  next  step  in  this  direction  was  to  issue 
paper  payable  on  demand,  to  circulate  as  money 
in  the  purchase  of  produce.  This  was  another 
and  eminently  sensible  invention  when  honestly 
administered.  Its  chief  fault  is  that  it  is  too  easily 
abused,  and  it  then  becomes  in  the  last  degree  in- 
jurious. The  jarinciple  may  be  briefly  illustrated 
thus:  a  drover  about  to  start  on  a  cattle-buying 
expedition  goes  to  a  bank,  dra^vs  his  bill  of  ex- 
change payable  in  New  York  in  sixty  days  for 
|il,000.  He  receives  the  amount  in  bank  notes, 
travels  through  liie  country  paying  out  the  notes 
in  the  purchase  of  cattle.  These  are  then  driven 
to  the  city,  where  they  are  sold  for  money  with 
which  the  sixty-day  bill  is  paid;  that  bill  has 
then  done  its  work  and  has  gone  out  of  existence. 
Meantime  the  bank  notes  received  by  the  farm- 
.ers  and  graziers  have  by  them  been  paid  into 
stores  for  supplies  of  all  kinds,  which  sufiplies  had 
previously  been  purchased  by  the  storekeepers  in 
New  York  for  their  notes.  The  storekeepers 
having  thus  gathered  the  bank  notes,  take  them 
back  to  the  bank  that  issued  them  and  received 
for  them  the  drover's  bill  of  exchange.  The 
bank  has  thus  paid  out  its  notes  for  the  bill,  and 
has  got  them  back  for  the  bill.  The  notes  hav- 
ing performed  their  office  as  money,  have  retired 
into  the  bosom  of  the  bank  that  issued  them  to 
await  a  new  operation.  The  storekeeper  sends 
the  bill  to  New  York  to  his  creditor,  who  gets 
paid  at  the  hands  of  the  drover.  Thus  merclian- 
dise  has  been  sent  to  the  country  for  consump- 
tion, and  cattle  have  been  bought  up  and  sent  to 
the  city  ill  payment  by  means  of  these  descrip- 
tions of  paper,  namely,  the  storekeepers'  notes, 
the  drover's  bill,  and  the  bank  notes;  each  and 
all  of  whi(;h  were  called  into  existence  by  the 
commodities  they  represented,  and  all  of  them 
went  out  of  existence  with  tlic  consumption  of 
those  commodities. 

These  are  the  natural  and  eminently  useful 
functions  of  paper  bills  and  money.  When  skill- 
fully administered  ,  I  he  quantity  in  circuKitian  rises 
iind  falls  in  exact  ])roportioii  to  the  productive  in- 
dustry of  the  section  or  country  where  they  are 
u;:(-d,and  always  with  perfect  safety.  There  can 
be  no  possibh;  limit  fi.xed  to  the  amount  of  money 
or  papiM'  required.  Tlic  operations  of  trade  alone 
can  indicate  it.     The  statesman  or  politician  or 


writer  that  undertakes  to  "  regulate  currency"  or 
determine  the  amount  required,  or  lo  lay  down 
rules  for  its  gui(kince,  is  unmistakably  a  knave 
or  fool.  If  the  issuer  of  paper  is  skillful  and  hon- 
est, no  security  whatever  is  required.  If  he  is 
neither  one  nor  the  other,  no  amount  of  security 
will  make  his  ojierations  safe.  The  circulation 
of  New  England  is  probably  the  best  in  the  world. 
It  is  not  secured  upon  any  pledge  of  stocks,  but 
rests  on  the  production  of  the  section.  Every 
dollar  paid  out  must  represent  industrial  wealth, 
because  it  flies  in  the  currents  of  trade  directly  to 
Boston  where  it  must  be  redeemed  atsight,  and'  the 
commodities  for  which  it  was  issued  must  be*  there 
to  meet  it.  The  fiv;e  hundred  banks  in  that  sec- 
tion issue  <p45,000,000  of  notes,  and  these  as  soon 
as  uttered  begin  to  move  to  the  common  center 
where  their  value  is  tested  by  prompt  redemption 
in  specie.  The  uniformity  with  the  constitutional 
currency  is  absolute.  Every  great  city  is  the 
center  of  a  similar  financial  system,  and  their  cen- 
ters are  connected  by  bills  of  exchange  on  a  specie 
level,  and  the  volume  of  all  the  circulation  is  reg- 
ulated with  perfect  accuracy  by  the  foreign  ex- 
changes. 

When  the  volume  of  the  national  currency  is 
too  full  prices  rise.  This  fact  attracts  goods  from 
abroad  and  checks  the  exports  of  produce.  It 
then  happens  that  the  increased  imports  cause  a 
demand  for  specie.  This  is  felt  at  each  business 
center.  Exports  being  less,  all  well-regulated 
banks  issue  less  notes,  because  the  movement  of 
produce  is  diminished.  Settlements  in  specie  take 
place,  and  the  metals  are  exported  until  the  cur- 
rency has  reached  its  proper  level.  This  is  ef- 
fected by  trade  alone. 

The  amountof  paper  currency  in  Great  Britain 
is  estimated  at  ^£40,000,000  or  §200,000,000,  of 
which  $100,000,000  are  legal-tender  or  Bank  of 
England  notes,  and  the  whole  are  based  on 
.£20,000,000  of  gold  and  silver,  of  which,  on  an 
average,  .£14,500,000  are  held  by  the  Bank  of 
England,  ^2,500,000  by  the  Scotch,  and  a  like 
amount  by  the  Irish  banks,  making  a  total  of  cir- 
culation, gold  and  paper  included,  of  only  about 
§300,000,000.  The  issues  of  the  Bank  of  England 
are  limited  to  .£14,000,000.  That  institution  can- 
not exceed  this  sum.  The  bank  must  pay  notes 
for  specie  or  specie  for  notes  whenever  either  is 
demanded.  It  has  no  control  over  the  amountof 
circulation  whatever.  The  whole  is  left  to  the 
action  of  trade.  All  the  bank  can  do  is  to  charge 
more  or  less  interest  according  to  the  demand  for 
money. 

From  what  has  been  said  it  is  self-evident  that 
legitimate  paper  money  is  in  no  shape  capital. 
It  is  the  mere  sign  that  capital  is  moving  to  market. 
The  volume  of  this  sign  will  be  in  exact  propor- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  capital  moving.  Now,  it 
is  equally  apparent  that  if  a  bank  undertakes  to 
issue  notes  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  move 
commodities  it  commits  a  fraud.  If,  for  instance, 
it  had  lent  the  drover  §1,000  to  speculate  in  lands 
or  improve  his  farm,  and  he  paid  out  the  notes, 
they  would  soon  return  upon  the  bank  for  pay- 
ment and  it  would  have  nothing  lo  give.  It  could 
get  nothing  from  the  drover  until  his  speculation 
was  successfully  matured.  Meantime  the  bank 
must  pay  specie.  If  it  has  not  the  means  it  fails. 
Its  loan  to  the  drover  was  fictitious.  It  lent  him 
a  credit  which  it  must  meet  from  capital,  because 
the  drover's  ol)liguiion  does  not  represent  capital 
moving  to  market. 

When  a  Government  undertakes  to  issue  paper 
it  represents  an  expense  only.  There  is  nothing 
behind  it  which  it  represents  and  which  will  can- 
cel it.  A  hundred  millions  in  paper  notes  are 
paid  out  to  troops  and  creditors.  They  fill  the 
channels  of  business  but  represent  nothing  which 
is  lo  redeem  them.  They  have,  so  to  spe.nk,  no 
home.  There  is  nothing  to  take  them  back  to  the 
Treasury,  and  more  are  continually  issued  to 
meet  new  expenses.  The  notes  will  not  leave  the  JL 
country,  because  they  have  not  that  faculty  which  •  S 
attaches  to  the  precious  metals  of  being  univer-  » 
.sally  acknowledged  as  currency.  Tlu^y  necessa- 
rily dejjreciati;  in  value  from  superabundance. 
The  over  supply  of  the  currency  causes  |)rices  to 
rise,  mid  the  metallic  |)art  flows  off,  without,  how- 
ever, effecting  a  remedy,  because  the  Treasury 
continues  lo  pour  forth  its  flood  of  paper. 

The  law  of  finance  is,  however,  irresistible;  if 
it  cannot  diminish  the  volume  of  the  currency  by 
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exportation  it  does  it  another  way,  namely,  by 
depreciation.  This  exhibit.'!  itself"  in  a  ri.se  in 
prices  exactly  i5roporlioiied  to  the  quantity  of 
paper  afloat,  so  that  no  amount  uttered  will  in- 
crease the  money  a  dollar.  In  illustration  of  this 
fact  I  will  quote  two  examples.  On  the2Gth  Feb- 
ruary, 1797,  the  Crown  council  resolved  that  the 
public  service  required  the  bank  "  to  forbear  is- 
suing any  cash  in  payments."  An  immense  ex- 
citement resulted.  In  the  midst  of  the  turmoil  a 
meeting  of  the  London  merchants  was  held,  and 
it  was  resolved  "  that  we  will  not  refuse  to  re- 
ceive bank  notes  in  payment  of  any  sum  of  money 
to  be  paid  to  us."  Four  thousand  names  were 
appended,  and  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  states 
it  never  witnessed  a  more  loyal  meeting.  It  was 
in  this  temper  that  the  public  received  the  bank 
suspension.  The  bank  continued  to  issue  its 
notes,  and  the  circulation  rose  from  <€10,000,000 
to  <£22,500,000  in  1810,  when  gold  was  nine  and 
one  eighth  premium.  In  1813  gold  was  thirty- 
six  and  a  half  premium.  The  circulation  of  these 
two  periods  was  as  follows: 

1810.  1813. 

Bank  of  England £22,5-11,000  £24.023,000 

Country  notes 91,374.000  22,342,000 

Silver  taken ...  r'. 4,500,000  4,500,000 

Totah £48,415,000  £50,865,000 

Specie  value £44,430.848  £37,30:i,00Q 

Thus,  with  the  larger  circulation  outstanding, 
there  was  less  money  afloat.  Now,  sir,  what-is 
the  fact  in  relation  to  our  own  currency.'  The 
amount  of  specie  estimated  in  the  northern  States 
in  1861  was  ^200,000,000.  The  bank  circulation 
was  ^150,000,000.  The  specie  has  now  been  re- 
placed with  $.500,000,000  of  United  States  paper, 
and  gold  is  160.     The  results  are  as  follows: 

1861.  1864. 

Specie $200.0110.000 

Banknotes 155;000;000  f  160,000,000 

United  States  notes '-  469,031,294 

Total  circulation $355,000,000  $029,031,294 

Specie  value $355,000,000  $393,143,900 

The  amount  of  money  has  undergone  but  little 
increase  as  measured  in  gold;  but  as  measured 
in  the  price  of  other  commodities  it  has  not  in- 
creased at  all.  It  is  a  principle  of  currency,  when 
depreciated,  that  gold  demonetized  will  rise  in  price 
less  than  other  commodities,  for  the  reason  that 
its  greatest  value  consists  in  the  use  of  it  for  cir- 
culation. When  Congress,  by  the  law  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1862,  made  paper  a  legal  tender,  the  demand 
for  specie  as  a  currency  ceased.  The  cessation 
in  demand  caused  a  fall  in  its  value,  and  it  began 
to  disappear.  Silver  has  entirely  disappeared  and 
gone  out  of  the  country.  Gold  has  been  in  de- 
mand for  customs,  duties,  and  to  some  extent  for 
hoarding  and  speculation,  and  this  has  retained  a 
portion  of  it  in  the  country.  This  has  not,  how- 
ever, sufficed  to  keep  gold  up  to  the  level  of  other 
commodities,  the  demand  for  which  is  greater  than 
ever,  proportioned  to  the  production  of  them,  be- 
cause the  Government  has  taken  into  its  employ 
more  than  one  million  men  who  are  consumers  of 
goods,  munitions,  and  produce,  and  of  which  they 
create  nothing.  Great  numbers  of  others  are  em- 
ployed in  manufacturing  articles  for  the  war  con- 
sumption that  could  not  be  used  in  time  of  peace. 
In  the  paymentof  all  these  the  Government  pays 
out  an  increasing  .supply  of  paper  which  passes 
into  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  for  which  every 
individual  in  the  country  demands  daily  and 
liourly  some  portion  of  domestic  and  imported 
articles  to  consume;  but  very  few  ask  or  care  for 
gold.  Hence  it  is  that  gold  has  risen  in  value  less 
than  any  other  article.  In  other  words,  the  paper 
of  the  Government  has  depreciated  less  in  com- 
parison with  gold  than  with  most  other  commodi- 
ties. This  is  not  left  to  surmise  or  conjecture, 
butis  susceptible  of  mathematical  demonstration. 

EFFECT  OF  PAPER  MONET. 

The  Secretary  in  h'la  report  has  given  tables  of 
prices  in  New  York  for  thirty-nine  years,  em- 
bracing most  of  the  important  articles  of  com- 
merce, and  he  hopes  that  they  will  be  of  service 
in  promoting  information  upon  the  influences 
which  actu|ion  prices.  I  have  availed  myself  of 
these  tables  ill  my  eiuh'.avor  to  carry  out  the  hope 
of  the  honorable  .Secretary.  A  table  of  sixty 
leading  articles  has  b(u;ii  conslruoted,  showing  the 


aggregate  value  of  the  whole  at  regular  intervals, 
compared  v/ith  the  )iriceat  the  corresponding  pe- 
riod, and  the  amount  of  United  States  notes  at 
the  same  time,  according  to  the  official  reports: 
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These  facts  concentrated  from  the  Secretary's 
tables  show  that  gold  has  advanced  to  a  very 
trifling  extent  in  comparison  with  the  advance 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  great  articles  of 
commerce.  Every  one  of  the  sixty  articles  em- 
braced in  the  table  has  advanced,  step  by  step, 
with  the  emissions  of  the  Government  paper,  and 
the  aggregate  average  advance  has  been  116  per 
cent.,  when  gold  has  advanced  but  52  percent. 
A  portion  of  the  advance  has  been  due,  doubt- 
less, to  the  taxes,  to  the  scarcity  of  materials,  and 
to  the  rise  in  labor;  but  that  is  also  due  to  the  pa- 
per currency  which  has  compelled  strikes  among 
work-people. 

This  average  rise  in  the  prices  of  commodities 
marks  the  true  depreciation  of  the  Government 
paper,  and  gives  the  key  to  the  loan  transactions 
of  the  Secretary.  The  following  shows  the  value 
of  the  loans  made  at  four  periods,  in  goods  and  in 
S|)ecie: 


January,  1862... 

June,  1863 

October,  1863... 
December,  1863. 
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Wc  liave  here  the  fact  that  in  proportion  as  the 
value  of  the  circulating  paper  fell  in  regard  to 
commodities,  did  the  desire  increase  to  place  it 


in  the  six  per  cent,  stock.  The  frightful  depre- 
ciation is  manifest  in  taking  a  single  article,  and 
we  may  select  iron  as  one  of  which  the  supply  has 
been  less  influenced  by  the  war  than  most  others. 
The  price  of  iron  \j[\  the  tables  of  the  Secretary  is 
$21,  December,  1861.  At  that  date  he  obtained  for 
$50,000,000  of  six  per  cent,  stock  from  the  banks 
$44,661,231  in  coin,  which  was  then  equal  to 
2,126,776  tons  of  pig  iron .  In  December,  18G3,  the 
Secretary  obtained  $50,000,000  in  paper  for  the 
same  amount  of  stock,  and  this  was  worth  only 
1,190,477  tons  of  iron.  Thu.i  for  the  same  quan- 
tity of  stock  for  which  the  people  are  to  pay  gold , 
principal  and  interest,  the  Secretary  obtains  about 
one  half  the  iron.  He  is  paying  per  annum  in  gold 
$3,000,000 for  the  use  of  1,190,470  tons  of  iron,  or 
$2  50  per  ton,  whereas  he  pays$l  41  per  ton  per 
annum  for  the  use  of  that  bought  in  1861;  yet  he 
coolly  informs  us  that  he  is  borrowing  at  a  lower 
rate  of  interest.  This  process  is  progressive  with 
every  issue  of  paper;  prices  rise,  and  with  that  rise 
more  paper  is  required  to  effect  the  same  object. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the 
Secretary  is  able  to  sell  a  gold  slock  on  such 
terms.  Every  business  man  is  aware  that  the 
presentprices  are  fictitious,  that  they  depend  only 
upon  the  quantity  of  paper  afloat,  and  that  they 
will  sink  lower  than  before  when  that  paper  per- 
ishes. The  man  who  held  a  stock  of  goods  more 
or  less  dead  at  specie  prices,  suddenly  finds  them 
converted  into  paper  money  at  three  or  four 
prices.  He  puts  that  money  into  six  per  cent, 
stock,  because  he  hopes  it  will  be  paid  in  gold, 
and  he  will  have  purchased  it  at  sixty  cents'  on  a 
dollar. 

SIMILAR    SYSTEMS    ABROAD. 

The  history  of  our  present  paper  issues  is  but 
a  repetition  of  the  French  revolutionary  system. 
The  origin  and  course  of  the  issues  are  very 
nearly  the  same.  France  had,  in  the  operations 
of  John  Law,  an  experience  quite  as  terrible  as 
our  own  revolutionary  paper  issues.  That  fa- 
mous financier  was  the  ablest  of  the  times.  M. 
Thiers,  in  the  French  Chambers,  in  1840,  en  the 
occasion  of  the  recharterof  the  Bank  of  France, 
remarked  in  relation  to  Law's  work  on  finances: 

"  It  contains  all  that  we  have  been  able  to  say  since, 
and  I  affum  that  Law  at  the  bcsiniiing  oC  the  eighteenth 
century  understood  quite  as  much  of  the  question  as  any 
of  those  who  have  since  discussed  the  subject  of  banking." 

This  is  no  doubt  true,  because  I  have  remarked 
the  matter  is  of  itself  simple,  but  is  only  mysti- 
fied by  attempts  at  fraud.  On  the  5th  May,  1716, 
under  the  name  of  Law  &  Co.,  was  chartered  a 
bank  of  twelve  thousand  shares  of  about  $100 
each.  This  bank  was  conducted  on  the  soundest 
principles  and  had  a  great  success.  The  general 
currency  were  treasury  notes  of  Louis  XIV,  for 
which  Law's  notes  were  fifteen  percent,  premium. 
He  issued  notes,  but  on  business  paper.  In  an* 
evil  hour  the  bank  fell  tinder  the  control  of  the 
regent,  who,  like'  our  Secretary  in  1861,  was  of 
opinion  that  if  a  "  little  paper  was  good  more  was 
better,"  and  $200,000,000  of  notes  were  issued. 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  scenes  that  are  now 
developing  themselves  here  immediately  mani- 
fested themselves  there.  The  wildest  speculation 
succeeded,  and  the  whole  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment soon  exerted  itself  to  maintain  the  credit  of 
the  paper.  Law,  it  appears,  like  our  own  Sec- 
retary, while  constantly  giving  hints  of  the  dan- 
ger of  paper  money,  continually  pushed  the  is- 
sues. In  1720  discredit  set  in.  It  was  then  that 
the  ingenuity  of  the  Government  was  taxed  to 
put  down  "gold  speculators,"  who,  it  asserted, 
caused  the  depreciation  of  the  paper,  and  finally, 
February,  1720,  an  edict  was  issued  forbidding 
the  use  of  specie  altogether.  Any  person  found 
with  more  than  $100  coin  in  his  possession  was 
to  nay  a  fine  and  submit  to  confiscation.  It  was 
foruidden  to  buy  specie,  and  informers  were  given 
one  half.  Sir,  our  own  gold  bill  before  Congress 
gives  informers  one  third,  but  Chase  is  less  lib- 
eral than  Mr.  Law  and  the  regent.  The  edict 
gave  rise  to  the  ntiost  atrocious  proceedings.  Lord 
Stair  observed  that  it  was  impossible  to  doubt 
Law's  Romanism,  "since  he  had  established  an 
inquisition  after  his  manifest  belief  in  transub- 
stantiaUon  by  turning  so  much  gold  into  paper.'- 
Coin  was  an  illegal  tender.  The  annals  of  the 
times  are  full  of  tlie  distress  which  grew  out  of 
Law's  pajier.  The  public  patience  was  soon  ex- 
hausted, and  Law  was  ciiased  out  of  France,  just 
escaping  witii  his  life. 
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The  seeds  of  ruin  then  sown  developed  them- 
selves sixty  years  after,  under  the  feeble  King 
Louis  XVi,  who  could  not  enforce  economy, 
and  the  annual  di.'ficit  WPS  alarming-  I'l  1783,  the 
minister  Turgot  did  what  Mr.  Chase  did  in  1861, 
he  supplicated  the  bank  of  discount  for  a  loan. 
That  institution  had  a  capital  of  15,000,000  francs, 
and  a  circulation  of  35,000,000  francs.  It  was  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  paying  regularly  eight 
per  cent,  dividends  and  enjoying  high  credit.  In 
an  evil  hour  it  loaned  the  Government  6,000,000 
francs  for  its  notes.  This  enlargement  of  its 
circulation  involved  its  prompt  suspension.  The 
minister,  to  protect  himself,  caused  the  notes  to 
be  made  a  legal  tender.  The  directors  saw  their 
danger,  however,  and  promptly  enacted  a  rule 
that  no  loan  should  be  made  except  upon  that 
commercial  paper,  and  that  there  should  always 
be  a  reserve  equal  to  one  third  of  the  outstanding 
circulation.  This  restored  public  confidence,  and 
the  stock  of  the  bank  sold  at  very  high  rates. 
The  speculation  in  it  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  afterwards  famous  Mirabeau,  who  denounced 
it  in  a  pamphlet,  which  was  promptly  suppressed 
by  the  Government. 

Turgot  was  succeeded  by  Colonne,  a  minister 
altogether  of  a  more  modern  school.  His  prin- 
ciple was  not  to  make  himself  unpopular  with  the 
court  by  diminishing  expenses,  nor  with  the  peo- 
ple by  extracting  from  them  taxes  for  the  service 
of  the  state.  His  plan  was  chastely  conserva- 
tive; it  was  "to  make  things  pleasant"  by  bor- 
rowing, and  his  prodigality,  which  was  a  marvel 
for  his  limes,  was  mere  parsimony  as  compared 
with  the  lavish  outlay  of  our  own  magnificent  min- 
ister. He  made  his  loans  frequent  and  large. 
He  did  wliat  has  become  so  familiar  to  us.  He 
addressed  himself  to  the  bank.  Reckless  as  was 
his  expenditure,  he  nevertheless  appears  to  have 
had  a  clear  understanding  of  financial  principles, 
and  in  this  differed  widely  from  the  head  of  our 
Treasury.  He  clearly  understood  that  paper 
money  was  not  capital,  and  he  also  knew  that  it 
was  capital  that  he  wanted. 

There  were  two  modes  of  operating  upon  the 
bank,  widely  different  in  their  results.  He  could 
require  it  to  loan  its  capital  to  the  Government, 
or  to  lend  its  notes.  That  is  real  capital  or  ficti- 
tious capital,  either  wealth  itself  or  only  the  prom- 
ise of  it.  The  minister  adopted  the  first  expedi- 
ent. He  borrowed  j^70,000,000  of  the  capital-of 
the  banks  in  the  same  way  that  Mr.  Chase  bor- 
rowed, as  he  informs  us,  $170,000,000  in  specie. 
The  loan  was  regular  and  caused  no  trouble.  The 
minister,  however,  issued  paper  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  Mr.  Chase  issued  demand  notes,  against 
the  strongest  protests  of  the  banks.  The  results 
were  precisely  the  same.  The  notes  of  Colonne, 
issued  in  June,  1787,  disturbed  the  circulation  and 
forced  suspension  in  three  months.  Those  of  Mr. 
Chase,  issued  August,  1861,  forced  suspension  at 
the  close  of  December. 

Necker  was  now  minister.  He  took  the  other 
means  of  loan.  Instead  of  borrowing  capital  of 
the  banks,  he  borrowed  their  notes,  which  was 
done  to  the  extent  of  90,000,000  francs.  Ten 
years  afterwards  Mr.  Pitt  did  the  same  in  Eng- 
land, andseventy-two  years  afterwards  Mr. Chase 
repeated  it  in  New  York.  1  will  here  give  ex- 
tracts from  these  financiers  to  the  banks. 

M.  Necker,  in  1789,  writes  to  the  bank: 

"  1  liopH  you  are  not  iiidiireront  to  my  embarrassments. 
See  llic  firmiicial  crisis,  tliai  of  tlic  grain  market,  tliat  of 
the  slates  peiicral,  and  deliver  me  frojn  inquieuiUe  as  tar 
OB  it  (Icpf'iids  on  you." 

Mr.  Pitt,  in  1797,  writes  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land: 

"  It  gives  me  mufli  concern  to  be  olillgcd  to  apply  for 
nn  accommodation  to  .so  large  an  (•xtont,  hut  1  cannot  too 
Btroniily  rt-preiient  liow  necessary  it  is  lor  tlie  public  ser- 
vice." 

He  felt  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  represent  to 
them  in  the  most  earnest  manner  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  avoid  the  most  seriou.s  and  dis- 
tressing embarrassments  to  the  [)ul)lic  service  un- 
less the  demand  was  corn[)lifd  with. 

Tlie  French  bank  could  go  no  further,  how- 
ever, and  then  (November  15,  1789)  M.  Necker 
proposed  to  .sup|ilant  ihe  then  exihting  banks  with 
nalionul  hunks  to  issue  210,000,000  (Vanes ,  of  which 
170,000,000  francs  wa.s  to  be  loaned  to  the  State. 
Has  any  one  heard  in  our  day  of  a  proposition 
to  supplant  old  banks  with  "national  banks," 
'and  tr)  use  their  rioteH  for  the  service  of  the  Gov- 
ernment?   Tlic  result  of  the  proposition  was  to 


issue  $80,000,000  of  legal-tender  paper  money, 
redeemable  in  public  lands;  and  in  March,  1790, 
the  new  Government  bank  began  to  issue  their 
assignats,  and  then  the  emission  went  on  with- 
out limit. 

These  notes  or  assignats  were  of  three  descrip- 
tions: first,  without  interest  from  $20  to  $2,000 
each;  second,  with  coupons  attached;  and  third, 
fractional  notes  from  one  to  ten  cents  each.  The 
whole  amount  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1790  was 
$250,000,000  at  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent.  At 
the  close  of  1792  the  amount  was  $440,000,000, 
and  the  discount  thirty-seven  percent.  In  1794, 
the  sum  had  reached  $1,200,000,000  and  the  dis- 
count seventy-eight  per  cent.  Ruin  soon  over- 
took the  whole,  and  in  February,  1797,  they  were 
no  longer  a  legal  tender  or  of  any  value.  Tlieir 
fall  involved  the  most  frightful  distress  among 
the  public  which  began  to  recover  as  soon  as  re- 
lieved from  their  baneful  presence. 

The  resemblance  between  the  movements  of 
Mr.  Chase  and  those  of  the  French  revolutionists 
is  very  great.  He  has  the  same  dread  of  taxa- 
tion, the  same  efforts  to  borrow  capital  of  existing 
banks  until  they  are  exhausted,  the  same  project 
to  create  national  banks  in  order  to  disguise  the 
Government  paper  issues  in  their  names.  Finally 
his  issues  of  paper  money  are  of  the  same  classes, 
namely,  legal  tender  with  interest,  legal  tender 
without  interest,  and  fractional  legal  tender.  In 
one  respect  his  issues  differ  from  those  of  Dan- 
ton,  Murat  &  Co.  He  does  not  make  them  re- 
ceivable for  customs,  which  are  collected  in  gold. 
This  factattracl.s  attention,  and  the  observerasks 
himself  where  did  he  get  that  idea.  Because  our 
Secretary  is  peculiarly  a  borrower,  even  to  his 
notions,  which  are  not  always  of  the  rank  of  ideas. 
Sir,  he  borrowed  it  of  another  revolutionist  in 
another  age  and  nation.  In  Leland  's  History  we 
find  one  of  tfie  principal  means  of  overthrowing 
the  power  of  the  Stuart  family  in  Ireland  thus 
stated: 

''  Brass  and  copper  of  the  basest  kind,  old  cannon,  broken 
bells,  household  utensils  were  assiduously  collected;  and 
from  every  pound  weight  of  such  vile  niaierials,  valued  at 
fourpence,  pieces  were  coined  and  circulated  lo  the  amount 
of  five  pounds  nominal  value.  By  the  first  proclamation 
they  were  made  current  in  all  payments  to  and  from  the 
king,  and  the  subjects  of  the  realm,  except  in  duties  on  Ihe 
importation  of  foreign  goods,  money  left  in  trust,  or  due  by 
mortgage,  bills,  or  bonds. 

'•As  Ijrass  and  copper  grew  scarce  It  was  made  of  still 
viler  materials,  of  tin  and  pewter,  and  old  debts  of  £1,000 
were  discliarged  by  pieces  of  vile  metal  amounting  to  thirty 
shillings  in  intrinsic  value." 

James  had  the  grace  to  respect  trust  funds,  the 
property  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan.  With 
us  the  whole  of  those  sacred  trusts  arc  dissolving 
under  the  baleful  influence  of  Mr.  Chase's  paper. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  page  15  of 
his  annual  report,  holds  the  following  language: 

"  In  former  reports  the  Secretary  has  stated  his  convic- 
tions, and  the  grounds  of  them,  respecting  the  necessity 
and  the  utility  of  putting  a  large  part  of  the  debt  in  the 
form  of  United  States  notes,  wilhout  interest,  ajid  adapted 
to  circulatioti  as  money.  These  convictions  remain  un- 
changed, and  seem  now  to  be  shar(;d  by  the  people.  For 
the  first  lime  in  our  history  has  a  real  approach  to  a  uni- 
form currency  been  made;  and  the  benclils  of  it,  though 
still  far  frcnn  the  best  attainabht  condition,  are  felt  by  all. 
'I'he  circulation  has  been  distributed  thrdughoul  the  coun- 
try, and  is  everywhere  acceptable." 

It  is  here  asserted  that  the  circulation  is  moro 
uniform  than  ever  before,  and  that  it  is  every- 
where acceptable.  If  this  be  so,  if  the  Secretary 
believes  what  he  here  asserts,  why  does  he  seek 
to  change  so  admirable  a  system  by  supplanting 
it  with  national  bank  notes  not  a  legal  tender.' 
He  tells  us  with  great  unction  that  every  holder 
of  a  note  has  a  direct  interest  in  sustaining  the 
national  institution.  Is  hespeaking  of  the  con- 
federacy or  of  the  Union.' 

If  the  northern  people  are  bribed  to  hold  to- 
gether by  paper  notes,  so  are  the  confederates  lo 
agreatercxtcnt.  But,  sir,  I  reject  the  idea.  The 
deep-seated  and  unbought  palriotisin  of  the  Ameri- 
can fieople  is  none  the  strmiger  because  they  hold  a 
few  depreciated  paper  dollars  of  fa.st -flee  ting  value. 
The  idea  could  occur  only  to  the  head  ofa  Gov- 
ernment recking  with  corrupti(ni. 
uNiroRM  cuniiENcy. 

Now,  sir,  in  relation  to  uniform  currency,  let  us 
look  at  it  as  it  exist.s.  When  Mr.  Ciiase  reached 
power  there  was  in  circulation  $275,000,000  of 
specie,  and  $200,000,000  of  bank  notes,  every  dol- 
lar convertible  at  sight  into  gold.  There  was  but 
a  fractional  difference  between  the  State  issues, 


composed  of  the  costof  transportation  only.  The 
currency  in  San  Francisco  was  the  same  as  in 
Maine,  in  Florida  as  in  Iowa.  Let  us  see  what 
we  have  now: 

United  States  notes,  legal  tender..., $450,785,004 

United  States  notes,  legal  lender, five  percent. 

payable  in  twenty  years ■. ..      50,000,000 

United  Stales  notes,  legal  tender,  five  per  cent. 

without  coupons.- .'..      50,000,000 

National  bank  notes,  legal  tender   with    the 

Government,  not  with  the  people 10,000,000 

United  States  notes,  fractions,  legal  tender  for 

small  sums 20,000,000 

United  Stales  postal  currency,  legal  tender,  not  . 

taken  for  foreign  [Wslage 17,000,000 


Total  United  States  uniform  currency §•597,765,004 

Old  bank  notes  not  receivable  by  Government.  SI. 50, 000, 000 


Here  are  seven  kinds  of  currency,  all  of  differ- 
ent faculties  and  attributes,  uniform  in  only  one 
respect,  tliatof  being  worth  to-day  fifty  cents  per 
dollar  of  the  constitutional  currency,  and  that 
unifoi-milrj  varies  every  hour  in  the  day.  Now, 
are  we  to  take  this  declaration  in  favor  of  a  "  uni- 
form currency"  as  a  joke,  a  sarcasm,  or  as  sim- 
ply a  draft  upon  the  credulity  of  Congress  and 
the  patience  of  the  people.' 

Again,  we  are  told  that  this  uniform  currency  is 
distributed  throughout  the  country,  and  is  "ac- 
ceptable to  the  people."  In  this  assertion  the 
existence  of  the  Pacific  States  is  ignored  unless 
the  theory  of  State  suicide  is  to  be  applied  to 
them  for  their  contumacy  in  steadily  refusing  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  his  paper  currency. 
Sir,  this  is  what  happens  in  California:  the 
Federal  Government  collected  there  in  1863, 
$4,688,399  of  duties  in  gold,  and  sent  it  to  New 
York  to  speculate  with  in  the  gold  exchange 
under  the  new  bill.  It  paid  out  in  California 
$9,885,531  in  greenbacks,  none  of  which  will  pass 
there  as  currency.  The  Government  oflicersand 
contractors  go  to  the  brokers  and  sell  Mr.  Chase's 
very  "acceptable  uniform  "currency  at  sixty -two 
cents  per  dollar.  It  is  shipped  to  New  York  in 
the  room  of  jjold  to  pay  debts,  and  for  goods.  In 
January,  1863,  the  "  legal  tenders"  sold  in  San 
Francisco  market  at  sixty-eight  cents  per  dollar. 
In  March  they  sold  at  fifty  cents  per  dollar.  In 
July  eighty  cents  per  dollar.  In  December  sixty- 
eiglit  cents  per  dollar.  These  immense  fluctua- 
tions ofa  very  uniform  and  acceptable  currency 
in  a  city  of  the  United  States  afford  a  remarkable 
commentary  on  the  financial  schemes  of  the  Sec- 
retary. 

This  currency  in  which  the  Government  has 
taken  such  pride,  it  has  determined  to  supplant 
with  national  bank  notes.  Under  the  banking 
law, some  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  banks, 
with  over  $50,000,000  capital  have  been  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  out  bank  notes  to  be  a 
legal  tender  between  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple, but  not  among  the  people.  The  attempt  to 
issue  this  money  is  on  the  plea  that  it  is. neces- 
sary to  the  "  safety  of  business  transactions," 
"  cheapening  exchanges,"  &.C.,  &c. 

These  views  seem  to  be  entirely  at  variance 
with  the  facts.  In  the  last  thirty  years  the  capi- 
tal of  the  country  has  grown  very  rapidly,  and 
with  its  growth  specie  currency  has  assumed 
greater  proportions,  while  a  system  of  stock  se- 
curity for  circulation,  and  the  rigid  system  of 
prompt  redemptions  has  brought  a  gradually  de- 
creasing amount  of  paper  currency  in  [)roportion 
to  the  numbers  of  tlie  people  and  the  amount  of 
business  transacted.  The  following  figures,  taken 
from  the  Secretary's  report,  will  show  the  out- 
standing circulation  of  the  banks  of  the  United 
States  at  the  end  of  each  of  four  decades  as  com- 
pared with  the  aggregate  itnports  and  exports 
and  the  number  of  the  people. 


Year. 

Bank 

circulation. 

Im))orts  and 
exports. 

I'opulation. 

Circu- 
lation 
per 
head. 

1830 
1840 
1850 
1860 

$G\.:m,Bd8 

10li,968,57-J 
155,01-i,9U 
207,102,477 

$144,72r),428 
2;i9,227.465 
33U,oy7,0.')8 
762,288,550 

12,866,020 
17,069,453 
28,191,876 
31,676,267 

4.75 
6.25 
5.50 
6.. 50 

Thus  the  circulation  i)er  head  has  increased 
but  to  a  limited  extent,  while  the  amount  of  im- 

Corts  and  exports  per  head  has  more  than  dou- 
led.     The  same  amount  of  bank  currency  haa 
served  lo  transact  double  tliebneiness,  because  of 
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the  increase  of  specie  and  tiie  growing  disfavor  of 
paper.  Tlic  banks  which  were  in  existence  in 
1860  are  still  in  existence,  still  issuing  their  paper 
mostly  secured  in  stocks,  because  the  New  York 
security  principle  has  been  adopted  in  thirteen 
States. 

To  tlies'e  issues  has  been  added  $469,031,2U4, 
the  amount  outstanding  February  2  of  United 
States  notes.  The  reason  given  by  the  Secretary 
for  the  issue  of  these  notes  was  that  notes  so  is- 
sued are,  in  fact,  a  loan  from  the  people  without 
interest,  and  he  thought  it  right  that  if  any  one 
had  the  benefit  of  such  a  loan  it  should  be  the 
Government  in  its  extremity.  He  now  claims 
that  the  national  banks  ought  not  only  to  have 
the  benefit  of  that  loan,  but  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment should  pay  them  six  per  cent,  per  annum 
in  gold,  or  at  present  rates  §27, 000, 000  per  an- 
num interest  to  make  those  issues  upon  the  peo- 
ple to  the  extent  of  $300,000,000,  or  $100,000,000 
more  than  the  entire  bank  circulation  in  a  year  of 
our  greatest  prosperity. 

The  $469,000,000  that  the  Secretary  now  issues 
without  interest  he  proposes  to  fu^d  in  a  six  per 
cent,  stock  and  to  pay  the  banks  to  issue  the  notes 
instead.  The  banksare  also  to  be  selected  by  the 
Secretary,athispleasurej  to  be  depositories  of  the 
i  public  money.  These  provisions  mainly  make 
the  national  bank  system  one  of  the  most  corrupt 
that  ever  existed.  A  very  little  examination  of  its 
operation  will  show  this. 

The  banking  law  (I  do  not  refer  to  the  bill  now 
before  Congress)  provides  that  five  individuals 
may  form  a  bank  of  $50,000  capital.  One  third 
of  this  amount  must  be  deposited  with  the  Comp- 
troller in  United  States  six  per  cent,  stocks,  when 
he  issues  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  market  value  of 
the  stock  in  circulating  notes,  which  notes  are 
redeemable  by  the  banks  in  greenbacks.  Now, 
sir,  under  this  law  a  banker  with  his  clerks  may 
file  papers  for  a  capital  of  $50,000.  They  then 
deposit  $15,000  in  stocks  with  the  Comptroller, 
receiving  $13,500  in  notes  with  which  more  stock 
may  be  bought  and  deposited,  receiving  $12,150 
in  notes  which  are  again  expended  for  stock  to 
be  deposited  for  a  further  amount  of  notes,  and 
the  process  goes  on  until  the  concern  has  on  de- 
posit $100,000  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  drawing 
$6,000  per  annum  in  gold,  or  nine  per  cent,  in 
paper,  which  has  cost  but  $15,000  originally. 

There  is  now  outstanding  $90,000  of  circulation 
which  are  redeemable  in  greenbacks  at  the  counter 
of  the  bank.  This  bank-circulation  is  receivable 
for  all  dues  to  the  Governmentexcept  duties,  con- 
sequently there  is  little  demand  for  redemption; 
but  if  there  is  none,  one  can  be  created  by  the 
usual  acts  of  money-brokers.  The  bank  may  be 
owned  in  Wall  street  and  located  at  some  inac- 
cessible place  in  the  country.  When  the  country 
cannot  be  reached,  then  the  owner  in  Wall  street 
charges  one  half  per  cent,  to  redeem  the  notes  in 
greenljacks.  If  redemption  is  slow,  he  creates  a 
panic  by  discrediting  his  own  bills.  They  then 
come  in  rapidly  upon  him,  and  the  oftener  he 
redeems  them  the  oftener  he  gets  one  half  per 
cent,  discount.  The  usual  course  of  redemption 
is  in  six  weeks,  or  eight  times  a  year,  or  what 
would  give  four  per  cent,  on  $3,600  per  annum, 
making  $12,600  per  annum  on  an  investment  of 
$15,000. 

What,  now,  is  tlie  security  to  the  bill-holder? 
It  is  a  six  per  cent.  United  States  stock,  payable 
in  national  bank  notes!  That  is  to  say,  the 
liolder  of  the  notes  if  the  bank  fails  gets  United 
States  six  per  cent,  stock.  When  he  wants  his 
stock  paid  he  get^  national  bank  notes  I  And  so 
on  in  a  circle.  This,  however,  is  but  a  small  part 
of  the  profits  of  the  banker.  The  law  of  Febru- 
ary, 1862,  authorizes  the  Treasurer  to  issue  cer- 
tificates of  deposit  bearing  five  and  a  half  per 
cent,  in  dt.^posits  of  United  States  notes,  and  na- 
tional bank  notes  have  the  same  privilege.  The 
bunking  law  gives  the  Secretary  the  power  to 
make  these  insiiluiions  depositor'iesof  the  public 
money;  accordingly  the  public  money  is  placed 
with  them.  They  then,  in  the  character  of  a  de- 
positor, carry  the  jnoney  to  the  Treasury  und  get 
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five  per  cent,  certificates  of  deposit  issued  to  them 
for  the  funds.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
thus  actually  takes  money  out  of  the  Treasury, 
lends  it  to  a  pet  bank,  which  lends  it  back  to  the 
Treasury  at  five  per  cent,  interest.  These  funds 
may  be  redeposited  with  the  same  bank  and  the 
process  repeated  until  the  banker  may  draw  in- 
terest on  $500,000  or, any  other  sum,  when  he 
holds  actually  no  money  at  all  belonging  to  the 
Government.  Sir,  this  is  not  a  supposition  or  a 
surmise.  It  is  what  actually  takes  place  this  day 
in  New  York  between  the  Treasury  and  the  na- 
tional banks. 

Is  it  a  matter  of  surprise  that  banks  increase 
and  multiply  under  such  a  management  of  the 
Treasury  f  Is  it  a  matter  of  wonder  that  the  pub- 
lic debt  is  rolling. over  us  in  a  volume  which  is 
swelling  to  thousands  of  millions,  and  which  is 
to  ingulf  not  only  our  material  wealth  but  the 
liberties  of  this  fair  land.' 

This  is  the  banking  system,  the  corrupt  pro- 
geny of  political  intrigue, which  is  to  supplant  the 
old  and  well-tfied  banking  system.  The  future 
of  such  asystem  is  not  doubtful.  It  involves  the 
solvency  of  the  Government,  and  v/ill  justify  the 
worst  fears  of  those  who  protested  against  the 
departure  from  the  only  sound  system  of  finances, 
namely,  to  adhere  to  the  constituted  currency  and 
raise  by  taxation  the  larger  proportion  of  the 
war  expenses,  and  borrowing  only  when  a  spe- 
cific tax  was  created  to  cover  both  principal  and 
interest.  Such  a  system  would  have  commanded 
the  capital  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  thus  frankly  and  truth- 
fully depicted  the  effect  of  this  system  erroneously 
adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is 
fearful  to  contemplate.  The  vast  hostile  armies 
threatening  the  territorial  integrity  of  the  Union 
are  not  more  portentous  of  evil.  God  grant  the 
country  relief!  May  the  American  people  soon 
realize  the  impending  danger,  and  with  united  and 
determined  power  throw  off  these  unworthy  ser- 
vants who  are  breaking  down  all  their  material 
interests,  and  crushing  not  only  the  superstruc- 
ture but  the  very  foundation  of  constitutional 
liberty. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  listened  for  two  hours  with 
the  greatest  pleasure  to  the  glowing  pictures  pre- 
sented to  us  and  thecountry  by  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  and  my  honorable  col- 
league from  New  York,  [Mr.  Stebbins,]  and  I  be- 
gan almost  to  fancy  that  these  picturesof  war  now 
passing  before  us  with  an  army  of  nearly  a  million 
men  were  a  blessing,  not  a  curse.  I  felt,  indeed, 
as  if  I  had  been  transported  from  these  horrid 
scenes  all  about  into  the  beautiful  picture  galle- 
ries of  Versailles,  representing  on  canvas  all  the 
glories  and  none  of  the  horrors  of  war;  or,  as  if 
I  were  reveling  in  the  marble  galleries  of  the  Vat- 
ican, where  are  the  sculptured  heroes  withoutany 
of  the  horrors,  or  consequences,  or  sickening  de- 
tails of  war.  1  had  almost  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  war  is  a  blessing  and  that  debt  is  a  divine 
institution,  when  I  was  awakened  from  the  revery 
by  the  stout,  stern  tax  bill  before  me. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  told  us  in  the 
closing  remarks  of  his  speech  that  the  public 
press  has  been  unjust  to  Congress  in  their  com- 
ments on  its  inefliciency  or  inattention  to  duty. 
I  concur  with  him  lliat  that  institution  to  which 
i  belong,  the  press,  sometimes  called  the  third 
e-state  of  the  realm,  has  been  unjust  to  this  Con- 
gress, and  I,  tiiough  on  the  opposite  side  of.  the 
House,  rise  here  in  my  place  and  say  with  pleas- 
ure that  no  one,  outside  or  inside,  has  ever  at- 
tended the  deliberations  of  a  Congress  which  has 
been  more  industrious,  or  which  in  the  brief  period 
of  time  we  have  been  in  session  has  enacted  so 
many  bills  of  the  greatest  importance.  My  own 
impression  is,  from  a  summary  of  the  appropri- 
ation bills  which  have  already  passed  this  House, 
that  our  action  on  them,  and  on  them  alone,  has 
been  over  $3,000,000  a  day.  No  Congress  could 
possibly  have  been  more  industrious  than  this  in 
the  appropriation  of  the  public  money,  as  I  tlvink 
all  sides  will  admit  upon  mature  reflection  and 
upon  study  of  the  appropriation  bills  of  all  kinds. 
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And  so  confident  a  trust  have  we  had  in  the 
chairmen  of  our  committees,  that  without  discus- 
sion, and.  often  without  examination,  have  we 
accepted  the  bills  they  have  reported,  and  passed 
them  almost  as  a  matter  of  course.  Important 
bills  have  been  reported  from  three  committees 
the  chairmen  of  which  are  from  the  sovereign 
State  of  Massachusetts.  I  call  her  a  sovereign 
State,  because  it  is  now  the  only  sovereignty  left 
among  the  States  of  ttiis  Union.  The  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  [Mr.  Rice, 
of  Massachusetts]  presented  here  a  series  of  very 
important  naval  bills  which  passed  almost  with- 
out debate  or  discussion.  Another  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  acting  as  chair- 
man ofthe  Committee  on  Commerce,  [Mr.  Eliot,] 
presented  us  two  navigation  bills,  one  regulating 
the  course  of  trade  upon  the  great  highway  of  the 
ocean,  which  we  accepted  almost  without  reading, 
certainly  without  examination.  And  another  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Al- 
ley] the  chairman  ofthe  Committee  on  the  Post 
Ofiice  and  Post  Roads,  an  intelligent  and  indus- 
trious gentleman,  presented  us  three  or  four  im- 
portant bills  the  other  day;  and  such  was  our 
confidence  in  his  wisdom  and  his  judgment  that 
we  accepted  them  all  with  little  or  no  discussion, 
almost  as  a  matter  of  course.  And  all  these  were 
bills  which  in  ordinary  times  would  probably 
have  consumed  day  after  day  in  discussion. 
•  I  tell  the  press  then,  and  through  them  I  wish 
the  country  to  be  assured,  that  the  Republicans 
in  this  House  have  been  industrious  from  the 
beginning — more  so,  in  my  judgment,  than  tho 
Democrats  have  been  hitherto  in  former  Con- 
gresses— and  that  the  Republican  press  has  been 
unjust  to  them  in  the  general  denunciation  which 
they  have  made  of  their  idleness  and  their  inca- 
pacity and  of  their  inattention  to  the  public  busi- 
ness. Public  business  is  not  now  what  it  was 
ten  years  ago,  when  only  sixty  or  seventy  mil- 
lion of  the  public  money  were  appropriated.  Now, 
the  subjects  are  vast,  and  he  who  legislates  now 
must  know  a  little  of  everything.  The  great 
science  of  war  and  of  strategy  must  now  be 
understood  by  him.  We  have  nearly  a  million 
men  to  provide  for  and  to  handle.  We  have  a 
Navy  suddenly  grown  up  from  some  sixty  to 
some  six  hundred  and  sixty  vessels  afloat.  We 
no  longer  have  mere  tariffs  to  study,  but  the  whole 
science  of  taxation,  of  which,  happily,  hitherto 
we  have  been  so  ignorant,  with  all  its  relation- 
ships to  currency,  and  commerce,  and  manufac- 
tures, and  agriculture.  Indeed,  we  are  called  upon 
at  once  to  add  to  our  arts  of  peace,  as  pioneers  or 
settlers  of  the  wilderness  or  the  prairie,  all  the  arts 
of  war  as  affecting  our  political  economy  or  diplo- 
macy, complicated  now  in  all  the  prize  or  other 
international  struggles  we  have  with  European 
States,  that  altef  nately  hesitate  whether  to  respect 
us  as  a  great  people  or  a  people  torn  and  rent  by 
civil  war,  soon  to  be  their  prey.  No  Congress 
at  any  time  since  1776  or  1787-88-89,  has  ever 
been  called  upon  to  act  upon  subjects  so  vast  as 
this  Congress  has.  Hence  all  these  denuncia- 
tions of  the  Republican  press  upon  their  Repre- 
sentatives here  have  been  utterly  unjust,  and  I 
stand  here — though  not  upon  their  side  of  the 
House — to  vindicate  them  from  those  aspersions. 

The  remarks  ofthe  honorable  gentleman  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  have  now,  and  for  the 
first  time,  given  to  us  fiom  the  Administration 
some  facts  important  to  the  country.  His  tax 
bill,  he  tells  us,  will  realize  $250,000,000.  His 
colleague  on  the  committee  from  New  York  [Mr 
Stebbins]  thinks  the  amount  may  run  up  to 
$300,000,000,  and  that  $90,000,000  are  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  increased  tariff,  so  tliat  $340,000^- 
000  are  to  be  considered  as  the  public  revenue. 

Well,  well !  I  am  only  a  passenger  in  this  great 
ship  of  State.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  near  me  now  [Mr.KELLEY]  told  us 
nt  an  early  [leriod  of  the  session  that  ufion  them 
(the  Republicans)  not  upon  us  devolved  the  re-. 
sponsibility ;  and  another  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis]  in  beautiful  Virgiiiun 
Latin  exclaimed:  "JV'on  tall  aiixilio,  ncc  dtfen- 
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soribus  islis,  tempus  eget.  "  In  hotnely  plirnse,  We 
do  iu)t,  waiii  any  siicli  lii.'lp  as  yours.  Ydu  ('(.'Hows 
on  ilip  Deinociatic  side  of  tlie  [-Ii>use  must  stai)d 
off.  We  will  run  tlie  legi.slativ<'  machine  as  ex- 
clusivtly  ours!  Even  now,  wlien  ilie  paper 
money,  if  not  the  wooden  liorse,  is  entering  our 
Troy,  wlioii  {jold  is  goiiiiC  hopelessly  to  ilie grave, 
if  not  already  gone,  and  Hecuba  adnionislies  her 
unhappy  Priam  of  his  im[)eiiding  fate,  1  hear  ring- 
ing ill  my  ears  tiie  in.xppropriate  nitilediction, 
J^un  tail  atixilio.  Well,  well!  a  tax  upon  us  of 
$340,000,0110  per  annum,  unti  it  maybe  upon  our 
children  and  our  children's  children — all  that  de- 
pending upon  the  aggregate  amount  of  debt  the 
war  entails  upon  tlieni.  I  turn  fiom  the  dark  and 
yet  darkening  future  to  repeat,  upmi  you,  then, 
Republicans,  devolves  the  lesponsibiliiy  of  this 
tax  l)ill.  There  will  be  no  obstacles  thrown  in 
your  way  from  this  side  of  the  House,  I  think, 
though  I  have  no  right  lluus  to  pliidge.  Indeed, 
we  willTacilitate  your  work  all  ihaiis  in  our  power, 
by  furnishing  you  with  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  public  business,  and  by  standing  up  as 
figure-heads  to  be  counted.  There  is  little  else 
left  to  us  in  this  Hnuse,  save  to  be  thus  useful 
as  tokens  to  be  counted.  The  ordinary  privilege 
that  every  man  has,  white  or  black,  is,  when  the 
census  is  taken,  to  be  counted  ai  least  once  in  the 
general  enumeration;  and  we  are  here  now  to  be 
counted  when  you  want  us  to  make  a  quorum  of 
the  House.  Tlie  tax  bill  is  yours,  and  all  the 
honors  and  responsibilities. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Morrill]  also  throws  in  a  little  more  light.  He 
says  that  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 18G4,are  to  exceed 
the  estimates.  Although  there  are  still  two  and 
a  half  months  of  the  fiscal  year  to  elapse^  the  ex- 
penditures have  already  exceeded  the  estimates  of 
Mr.  Chase.  The  gentleman  from  Vermont  ac- 
counts for  it  by  the  ^100,000,000 appropriated  for 
bounties  and  the  two  liundied  thousand  soldiers 
added  to  our  Army.  A  Secretary  with  foresight 
ought  to  have  foreseen,  in  his  annual  estimates, 
that  these  bounties  were  necessary.  He  would 
have  foreseen  the  number  of  men  necessary,  and 
would  not  have  had  to  come,  as  he  will  now  have 
to  come  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, with  a  fresh  deficiency  bill  like  that  of  the 
last,  say  with  some  $106,000,000. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  aJso  stated  an- 
other fact — a  confession,  too,  of  no  inconsidera- 
ble importance,  although  it  is  not  admitted  by 
my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Stebbins;]  which 
is,  that  by  swelling  the  volume  of  currency  noth- 
ing is  added  to  the  values  of  property.  Six  hun- 
dred million  dollars  of  paper  currency,  he  well 
says,  will  not  buy  more  than  $400,000,000.  The 
fact  is  an  important  one;  and  1  wish  it  to  be  borne 
in  mind  not  only  by  that  but  by  this  side  of  the 
House.  I  wish  the  whole  House  to  act  on  that 
admission  of  the  chancellor  of  the  budget  in  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — for  my  honor- 
able friend  from  Vermont  seems  to  be  chancellor 
of  the  budget,  while  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hooper]  is  ciiancellor  of  the 
exchequer;  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvnnia  [Mr.  Stevens]  is  a  sort  of  political 
hird  chancellor,  who  overlooks  iiis  colleagues, 
and  brings  ufi  the  great  rear  guard  when  any 
seem  to  be  f.iiling. 

My  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Stebbins]  has 
been  indulging  in  most  glowing  eulogies,  quoting 
Macfiiihiy  and  other  writers  upon  the  i3riiish  sys- 
tem ofdebt  and  taxation.  Tile  whole  scope  of  his 
address  lias  been  to  prove,  or  to  try  to  prove,  that 
the  British  system  in  itself,  if  not  a  hjvely  and 
perfect  system  of  society,  is  nevertheless  an  en- 
durable system,  and  such  as  should  be  copied  by 
us.  Why, it  was  because  of  British  taxation  that 
our  great  llevolution  of  177G  broke  out.  It  was 
only  a  tux  upon  tea  that  siimulated  the  American 
revolt,  and  that  brought  about  the  indipendi'iicc 
of  the  United  States.  It  has  been  P.ritisli  debt  and 
British  taxation  that  huvedriven  out, and  aVe  driv- 
ing out  now,  thousanilG  and  teii.s  of  thousands  of' 
the  British  [leoplo  from  the  fast-anchored  island 
to  the  snows  of  Canada  and  the  distant  shores  of 
Australia,  so  that  it  has  been  well  said  that  the 
morning  drum  of  the  British  soldier  encircles  the 
globe  as  it  bents  with  the  rising  sun.  The  Briton 
is  everywhere  because  his  honK-  is  too  heavily 
taxed.  The  wlioh-  earth  is  filh'd  with  iMiglish- 
mon,  because  they  cannot  live  under  British  debt 


and  British  taxation.  Ireland!  Why  does  Ire- 
land lose  her  population,  and  show  a  decrease  in 
thecensus.J  Hapless  Ireliuid  !  Why  is  the  Irish- 
man here,  there,  and  everywhere,  flicing  from 
British  tliralldom  and  British  tasaiion.'  Why  is 
Scotland  more  o,r  less  depopulated  from  the  north- 
ernmost shore  to  the  Lowlands.'  Why  but  be- 
cause of  British  taxation.'  Why  is  England  now 
not  raising  enough  to  feed  her  own  people.'  Why 
is  "she  de|)endei)t  on  otlier  nati(nis  for  the  very 
bread  that  she  eats.'  Why  are  her  people  now 
driven  from  the  green  fields  and  bright  sun  into 
cellars  thirty  feet  under  ground,  into  garrets  six 
and  seven  stories  high,  iiitjO  mines  where  daylight 
never  enters,  into  workshops  where  workmiri  la- 
bor ten,  twelve,  and  fourteen  hours  a  day,  earn- 
ing hardly  sustenance  enough  for  human  life.' 
Why  but  for  this  system  of  British  taxation  and 
British  debt,  which  my  honorable  colleague  holds 
up  to  us  as  a  beau  ideal,  as  a  Utopia  to  lie  copied  .' 
Sir,  it  may  be  our  misfortune  to  be  doomed  to 
British  taxation,  but  solace  us  with  the  cheering 
intelligence  that  it  isnecessary  for  the  support  of 
our  institutions,  and  not  lacerate  ns  with  the  idea 
that  because  England  and  Ireland  and  Scotland 
have  endured  the  burden  of  an  immense  debt  and 
taxation  we  too  should  endure  the  same  heavy 
burden  on  our  shoulders. 

Away, then,  with  all  such  language  and  such 
reasoning  as  that, and  never  hold  u"p  to  the  Amer- 
ican people  the  beauties  of  taxation  as  displayed 
in  the  political  or  social  system  of  England,  Scot- 
land, or  Ireland.  Debt  is  doom,  is  living  death 
to  any  people.  Taxation  is  the  consuming  jiar- 
asite  ofdebt.  Debt  is  but  another  name  for  sla- 
very. The  tax-payer  is  the  slave,  to  a  certain 
extent,  of  the  debt-owner.  He  who  owns  my 
labor,  or  the  proceeds  of*my  labor,  owns  me.  He 
who  has  a  mortgage  upon  my  house  or  my  farm 
to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  debt  I  owe  him  owns 
to  that  extent  my  house  or  my  farm.  Hence 
with  great  national  debts  coine  great  political  and 
social  changes  among  peoples.  Republican  insti- 
tutions are  impossible  in  England,  because  of  her 
enormou.s  debt  and  consequent  enormous  taxa- 
tion. The  oligarchy  of  capital  ever  inexorably 
links  itself  with  the  aristotracy  of  birth.  Hence 
the  oligarchy  of  capital  in  England  is  ever  in  alli- 
ance with  the  aristocracy  of  the  State.  No  pro- 
slavery  institution  in  the  South  was  ever  severer 
upon  a  southern  slave  than  is  the  oligarchy  of 
capital  in  England,  created  by  British  debt  and 
British  taxation,  upon  labor  and  industry.  An 
aristocracy,  a  House  of  Lords,  a  king  and  queen 
are  indispensably  necessary  to  support  such  a 
system  of  debt,  and  to  impose  such  a  system  of 
taxation  upon  the  British  people. 

Thus  much,  sir,  in  reply  to  some  portion  of  the 
remarksofmy  honorable  colleague  and  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Vermont.  I  now  proceed 
to  take  a  more  statistical  view,  a  more  figuralive 
view  of  the  question  of  taxation  as  suggested  by 
this  bill. 

I  beg  both  sides  of  the  House  to  bear  in  mind 
this  fact,  that  taxation  may  notalwnys  be  income; 
that  $300,000,000  levied  in  taxation  does  not  al- 
ways produce  that  result  to  the  revenue.  Listen 
to  me  and  you  will  appreciate  my  logic.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  annual  report 
lays  down  the  expenditures  of  this  Government 
at  $800,000,000  per  annum.  If  now  you  increase 
the  volume  of  the  currency  fifty  per  cent,  you  add 
this  fifty  per  cent,  to  the  price  of  all  the  pro()erty 
of  the  country,  and  hence,  of  course,  you  add 
$400,000,000  on  to  the  price  of  the  $800,000,000, 
the  annual  expenditure  of  the  country.  The  tax 
bill  before  us  has  in  it,  we^are  told,  $300,000,000 
only, so  that  if  while  you  s'well  tin;  volume  of  the 
currency  $400,000,000  you  tax  but  $300,000,000, 
you  lose  in  your  purchases  $100,000,000,  instead 
of  gaining  anything  by  your  taxation.  The  cur- 
rency, then,  the  character  and  the  quantity  of  the 
currency,  in  which  the  taxation  is  lo  be  colluded 
becomes  a  matter  primary  even  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  tax  bill  before  us. 

The  whole  tendency  of  the  action  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury —  1  will  not  say  of  Congress — 
but  the  whole  tendency  of  the  action  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  been  to  increase  the 
volume  of  the  currency.  I  repeat  that,  U[)oii  our 
expenditure  of  $800,000,000  he  has  increased  the 
nominal  values  of  property  $400,000,000.  So  that 
whatever  lie  has  to  buy  ot'  powder  or  munitions 
of  war,  <jf  eloiliing  or  fuod  for  man  or  bea!(t,or 


of  anything  whatever  for  our  Army,  luists  him 
fifty  per  cent,  more  than  it  did  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  thereby-increasing  the  national 
debt  fifty  per  cent,  for  the  present  year  beyond 
what  it  would  have  been  with  the  same  amount 
of  (uirrency  he  started  with  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war. 

Ht'iice.in  looking  at  this  question  in  a  practical 
point  of  view,  the  first  thing  to  be  considered  in 
connection  with  ttixation  is  currency;  currency, 
the  basis  upon  which  all  property  .stands,  that 
ought-to-be  s(>lid  foundation  of  society  upon 
which  everything  is  erected.  Currency!  Cur- 
rency should  go  before  taxation,  or  currency  and 
taxation  should  walk  arm  in  arm  together  in  the 
jiublic  consideration. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  question  of  veracity 
between  somebody  in  a  high  place  and  the  pub- 
lic outside  that  ought  to  be  settled  before  we  go 
further;  and  that  is,  in  reference  to  this  volume 
of  currency.  Indeed,  the  question  has  been  set- 
tled to-day  in  this  House,  to  some  degree,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  in  ad- 
inittiiiic  ibat  the  currency  of  the  countrv  was 
$600,000,000,  and  not  the  $400,000,000  only,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  insists  upon  its  being 
now,  even  at  this  late  day. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual 
report  to  Congress,  which  1  have  before  me,  as- 
sured us  in  December  last  that  the  volume  of 
the  currency  should  not  rise  above  nor  beyond 
$400,000,000.  And  my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr. 
Stebbins,]  with  a  largeamount  of  confidence,  not 
to  say  credulity,  in  the  statement  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  a  late  speech  (March 
3)  which  he  delivered  in  this  House,  read  this 
extract  from  the  report: 

"Congress  believed  that  $400,000,000  would  suffif-e  for 
these  purposes,  [lo  fill  up  the  ck'ficit  of.  coin,  &c.,J  and 
tlierelor.<!  limited  issues  to  iliat  sum.  The  Secretary  pro- 
poses no  change  of  this  limitation,  and  places  no  reliance, 
llierelore,  on  any  increase  of  resources  IVoni  increase  of 
circulation.  Additional  loans  in  this  mode  would,  indeed, 
almost  certainly  prove  illusory ; /or  rfiHa;us/ie(2  value  could 
hardly  fail  to  tieutralize  increased  amount." 

And  here  follows  the  comment  of  my  honor- 
able colleague  thereon: 

"  Here  is  an  official  declaration  that  $400,000,000  of  cur- 
rency haveb<eii  sU|ipliLd,andar(!  the  outside  liinitto  which 
tlie  Secretiu-j  will  consent,  although  the  law  allows  an  is- 
sue of  $450,000,000.  Ou«;/U  not  the  country  lo  be  satisfied 
with  this,  the  assurance  of  the  Secretary  erf  the  Trcasmy 
under  his  official  signature  7" 

What  confidence  could  well  have  been  greater 
than  my  honorable  colleague  reposed  in  the  pledge 
of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury.'  In- 
deed, sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  a  late 
letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance in  another  branch  of  Congress,  writes: 
Treasory  Department,  Jlpril  12,  18G4. 

Sir:  Notvvithstandins;  the-diminished  amount  of  United 
Status  notes  in  ciiculafioii,  and  the  gradual  withdrawal 
from  use  as  currency  of  interest-bearing  United  Stales  notes 
made  a  legal  tender  for  Iheir  face,  the  price  of  gold  con- 
tinues to  advance.  This  efteot  can  only  he  attiihuted  to 
one  or  two  causes,  and  is  luoliably  due  in  part  to  each. 
First,  to  the  increase  ()f'  notes  of  local  banUs  ;  and  secondly, 
to  the  cft'orts  of  speculators. 

I  have  already  submitted,  through  you,  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Onn'miilee  on  Finance  a  bill  intended  as  a  rem- 
edy lor  the  first  evil.  1  now  beg  leave  to  submit  to  its  con- 
sidi.ralion  a  bill  intended  as  a  remedy  for  the  second. 

The  first  hill,  if  it  become  a  law,  will  have,  I  doubt  not. 
the  most  salutary  consequences.  The  effect  of  the  second 
will  probably  he"  iiioie  iiiiinediate,  though  perhaps  not  of 
such  permanent  importance. 

I  ask  for  both  a  candid  consideration,  and,  if  approved, 
the  favorable  action  of  Congress. 

It  iiiiist  not  be  thought,  however,  that  I  regard  either  or 
both  of  these  measures  as  adequate  remedies  for  financial 
disorders.  Nothing  short  of  taxation. lo  one  half  of  iho 
amount  of  our  curriMit  expenditures  and  a  reduction  of 
those  expenditures  to  the  lowest  point  conipalible  with  elli- 
ciency  will  insure  finaneial  success  lo  the  Governnienl. 
And  without  military  success  all  nicasiirt^s  will  tail. 

Very  respecil'ully,  yours,  fS-  I*.  (yllASK, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
rinn.  W.  P.  Fessenden,  Chairman  Committee  on  Finance. 

I  am  amazed  by  that  letter  df  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury !  I  know  not  how  pro[ierly  to  char- 
acterize it.  For  so  humble  an  individual  as  my- 
self, though  occupying  an  exalted  position  as  a 
Representative  of  the  people  here,  to  speak  of  it 
in  the  plain,  rough  language  of  truth,  would,  if 
parliamentary  here  on  the  floor  of  the  House, 
seem  indecorous  elsewhere.  To  pronounce  that 
a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  writes  thatof  which 
he.  knows  nothing,  or,  to  take  iheotlieralleriialive, 
that  his  letter  isagro.ss  misrepresentation  of  tacts 
or  a  gross  perversion  of  the  truth  would  bo  in- 
decorous, and  therefore  I   will  not  characterize 
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tliu  letter  of  the  honorable  Secretary  by  any  name 
or  epithet,  l)ut  I  will  examine  its  statennents, and 
demonstrate  thai  there  are  three  great,  gross  er- 
rors therein. 

First,  as  to  the  amount  of  United  States  notes 
in  circulation.  He  says  they  have  been  dimin- 
ished. I  have  in  my  hand  an  oifioial  statement 
which  came  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  L  do  not  say  in  tiiis  city,  but  never- 
theless an  official  statement  which  corroborates  my 
statements.  .The  circulation  of  legal-tender  notes 
on  April  12, 1864,  without  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness, which  are  a  species  of  currency;  the  circula- 
tion of  legal-tender  notes  alone,  was  ^660,976,616, 
an  increase  of  $260,976,616  in  legal  tenders  alone, 
over  what  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  promised 
in  December,  and  beyond  that  which  my  honor- 
able colleague  stated  and  indorsed,  March  3.  Add 
$20,000,000  of  fractional  currency  notes  thereto, 
and  the  leo;al-tender  currency  in  circulation  on 
April  12,  1864,  was  $680,976,616.  The  table  of 
legal  tenders  ouistanding  is  as  follows,  and  will  be 
found  very  interesting: 
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And  now  as  to  error  No.  2.  When  this  Con- 
gress assembled  in  December  last,  there  was  not 
an  interest-bearing  Treasury  note  afloat.  In 
January  no  less  than  $50,000,000  were  in  circu- 
lation, and  on  April  12,  1864,  $211,902,900.  Let 
me  not  (despite  what  the  Secretary  writes  to  Mr. 
Fessenden)  be  told  that  these  interest-bearing 
notes  are  not  in  circulation.  Sir,  they  are.  They 
are  the  basis  of  the  clearing-houses;  they  are 
in  your  pockets,  as  members  of  Congress,  for 
your  pay;  they  are  in  everybody 's  pocket;  and 
1  learn  that  they  have  been  issued  by  millions 
within  the  ))asl  week  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  On  June  1, 
when  tin;  coupons  are  cut  off,  there  will  then  be 
$115,000,000  now  accumulating,  in  lieu  of  the 
original  legal  tender,  liberated  at  once  for  circula- 
tion, and  dwelling  thus  at  once  the  volume  of  the 
currency.  These  interest-bearing  notes  now  are 
here,  there,  everywhere,  in  every  slmpe  and  form; 
and  the  inflation  of  prices  since  December  last, 
on  everything  which  one  eats  and  drinks  and 
consumes,  from  the  luxuries  of  tea  and  coffee  to 
,the  necessities  of  life,  such  as  beef,  pork,  and 
bread,  has  been  caused  and  stimulated  in  their 
nominal  value  by  this  addition  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  over  $280,000,000  to  the  cur- 
rency, beyond  what  the  Secretary  promised  and 


pledged  in  December  last.  Indeed,  so  severe  are 
now  the  prices  of  food  and  of  clothing  upon  the 
two  and  a  half  millions  of  the  working  people  of 
the  country,  the  operatives,  the  day  laborers,  &c., 
that  these  people — men,  women,  and  children — 
groan  and  suffer  daily  over  the  results.  A  severe 
struggle  has  now  "commenced  among  the  very 
poor,  such  as  never  was  known  before  in  this 
country.  The  working  classes  pay  sixty  cents 
per  pound  for  butter,  twenty-five  cents  for  beef, 
$3  50  per  barrel  for  potatoes,  twelve  cents  per 
pound  for  codfish,  sixteen  cents  per  pound  for 
mutton,  twenty  cents  per  pound  for  hams,  and 
sixteen  cents  per  pound  for  pork.  The  range  of 
clothing  is  of  the  same  inflated  character.  House 
rents  are  also  advancing  beyond  the  means  of 
labor  to  pay;  and  to  what  mainly  may  all  this  be 
attributed?  What  but  to  this  frightful  expansion 
of  the  currency? 

Let  us  come  now  to  error  No.  3  in  the  Secre- 
tary's letter  to  Mr.  Fessenden,  wherein  he  at- 
tributes his  own  expansion  to  the  expansion  of 
the  State  banks,  and  because  of  which,  the  wrong 
he  has  committed,  he  would  shift  off  upon  them. 
1  am  quite  sure  if  honorable  memlxrs  upon  the 
other  side  of  the  House  had  given  this  subject  the 
examination  which  1  have,  they  would  not  put 
faith  in  such  letters  as  these  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  but  would  seek  out  facts  for 
themselves.  Inflation  of  the  currency  has  not 
been  caused  by  the  issues  of  the  State  banks.  In 
that  great  center  of  money  circulation,  in  that  me- 
tropolis which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent upon  this  floor,  the  circulation  of  the  Slate 
banks  is  less  than  it  has  been  for  ten  years.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  an  official  statement  of  the  bank- 
ing department  of  New  York,  Vv'hich  shows  that 
from  September  30,  1854,  to  September  30,  1863, 
the  total  circulation  issued  and  outstanding  each 
year  was,  in  September  last,  $1,765,805  less  than 
in  1854. 

Total  ciiculation  issued  and  outstanding  each  year. 
Date,  Circulation. 

Sfipteinber  :iO,  1854 $43,96-3,535 

September  3U,  1855 41,159,794 

Septeiiiber  30,  1853 43,492,485 

■September  3U,  1857 41,-243,923 

September  30,  1858 .35,607, 18U 

September  30,  ]859 36,581,276 

Seplcinber  30.,  1860 38,034,800 

September  30;  1861 36,606,140 

September  30,  1862 42,239,838 

ceptember  30,  1863 .' 42,192,645 

I  hold  in  my  hand  another  statement,  which 
shows  that  on  the  26th  day  of  September,  1863, 
the  re;il,  not  the  yearly  average,  circulation  of  the 
New  York  State  banks  was  but  $33,423,230,  the 
smallest  amount  of  circulation  that  they  have  had 
for  years.  Yet  I  am  to  be  told  that  the  State 
banks  have  been  the  cause  of  the  presetitinflation 
of  the  currency.  Nothing  is  more  untrue.  No 
charge  could  be  more  u-njust.  Those  banks  are 
not  my  friends.  In  the  good  old  times,  when  the 
mass  of  the  property  of  the  country  belonged  to 
the  Whigs,  1  was  associated  with  the  great  bank 
interest  and  property;  but  they  have  separated 
from  me  because  I  would  not  go  with  them  on 
the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  by  force  of 
arms.  And  these  bankers  have  not  been  my  friends. 
Nevertheless  those  men  are  patriotic.  They  are 
men  of  foresight  in  mere  business  matters,  and 
when  this  war  came,  instead  of  expanding  the 
currency  they  curtailed  it,  as  I  have  shown. 
Hence  the  passage  of  the  resolution  yesterday 
against  I  hem,  and  censuring  them,  and  threatening 
to  tax  them  out  of  existence,  was  injustice  and  in- 
gratitude of  a  cruel  kind,  it  was  a  denunciation, 
Republicans,  of  your  own  friends,  for  Democrats 
have  not  State  banks,  while  the  Republicans  have. 
The  denunciation  was  of  your  own  people,  your 
own  friends,  and  1  vindicate  them  here  from  your 
aspersions  as  I  vindicated  you  from  the  asper- 
sions of  the  Republican  press. 

I  see  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Stevens]  is  about  to  rise.  1  do 
not  know  whether  he  wants  me  to  restate  what  I 
have  said  in  reference  to  the  State  banks  or  to 
repeat  the  interrogatories  he  put  me  the  other  day 
against  the  New  York  banks.  [Mr.  Stevens 
sitting  down,  Mr.  Brooks  continued.]  I  have  in 
my  hand  a  statement  of  a  bank  president  in  New 
York  in  reply  to  his  question  the  other  day.  I 
submit  it  without  comment  now: 

Nf;w  York,  Jipril  16, 1864. 

Dear  Sin:  Mr.  Stevens  asserted  tbat  Ibc  baiikn  of  Now 
York  look  $150,000,000  loan,  and  paid$10»,000,000  In  gold 


and  $50,000,000  in  currency.  The  fact."!  are  the  banks  In 
New  York  look  only  a  portion  of  tlie  $1.50,000,000,  say 
$105,000,000,  tlie  balance  being  taken  by  tire  Bostorr  and 
Pliibulcl|)lria  banks. 

U|)  10  December  31,  1861,  they  had  paid  $87,500,000  In 
gold  directly  into  the  Trrasurv,  and  during  ilie  monihs  of 
Jannary  and  February,  1862,  paid  $17,500,000  in  old  United 
Slates  demand  notes,.\vhiclr  afterwards  sold  at  a  premium 
nearly  fqual  to  lliat  of  gold,  so  that  in  fact  lliey  paid  the 
loans  in  gold  or  its  equivalent. 

Respecllnlly,  BANK  I'RESIDENT. 

Hon.  James  Brooks. 

The  amount  of  currency  in  the  loyal  States  of 
this  Union  now,  issued  by  the  State  banks,  is  es- 
timated by  observing  men  conversant  with  finan- 
cial affairs  at  about  $160,000,000.  The  very 
highest  of  any  estimate  is  $175,000,000.  In  all 
probability  it  is  much  less;  because  New  York 
has,  as  experience  shows,  one  fourth  of  the  cur- 
rency of  the  Union,  and  multiplying  her  circula- 
tion now  by  four,  and  the  product  will  be  much 
less  than  $160,000,000. 

1'hat  this  basis  of  calculation  'upon  the  New 
York  banks  is  correct,  is  proved  not  only  by  the 
experience  of  the  past,  but  by  the  law  of  ilie  domes- 
tic exchanges;  because  if  Pennsylvania  or  New 
England  or  the  West  over  issue  even  on  legal  ten- 
der, unfavorable  domestic  exchanges  would  soon 
compel  them  to  curtail.  But  put  the  circulation 
of  the  State  banks  as  high  up  as  $160,000,000, 
that  is  all  these  State  banks  have  been  guiiiy  of 
since  the  suspension  of  specie  payment.  There 
may  have  been  other  isolated  persons  engaged  in 
the  banking  business  that  have  overshot  the  true 
mark.  Thereare  dishonestly  acting  banks  as  there 
are  dishonest  persons.  Thereare  banks  which  are 
largely  inflated;  but  upon  the  whole,  considering 
the  sandy  foundation  upon  which  the  Slate  banks 
have  stood  since  the  susfiension  of  specie  pay- 
ment, their  curtailment  of  circulation  has  been 
wonderful;  and  the^r  deserve  a  tribute  of  respect 
from  Congress  and  the  Adminisiraiion  rather 
than  the  denunciation  to  which  they  are  exposed. 
I  have,  however,  sufficiently  exposed  the  error  of 
the  Secretary  nuiTiber  three. 

But  what  is  the  remedy  proposed  by  gentle- 
men to  get  rid  of  this  $160,000,000  of  State  cur- 
rency? Why,  it  is  proposed  to  add  to  this,  un- 
der this  new  banking  system,  $300,000,000  of 
paper  money  !  i  n  order  to  get  rid  of  $160,000,000 
of  State  bank  circulation,  you  propose  to  add 
$300,000,000  of  Federal  bank  currency, and  there- 
by ,  when  you  have  destroyed  all  the  State  banks, 
to  inflate  the  currency  $140,000,000  additional. 
So  when  your  system  is  com|ilete,  we  shall  have 
$680,000,000  of  legal  tender  and  $300,000,000  of 
the  new  bank  currency,  and  the  circulation  of 
the  country  will  be  $980,000,600;  and  that  will 
be  the  basis  of  the  value  of  all  the  property  of  the 
country  ! 

Now  I  call  the  attention  of  this  House,  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
this  fact;  and  so  far  as  my  feeble  voice  of  admo- 
nition can  reach  them,  I  warn  them  that  if  they 
do  not  curtail  or  lessen  this  expansion  they  are 
approaching  a  crisis  from  which  no  success  of  our 
arms  can  rescue  the  property  and  labor  of  the 
country.  There  is  no  crime  so  great  as  issuing 
an  unnecessary  and  improper  quaniity  of  mere 
paper  as  money.  It  is  robbery  in  its  worst  aspect, 
and  it  is  radicalism  and  agrarianism  in  their  most 
destructive  forms.  It  unsettles  not  only  the  foun- 
dations of  property  and  of  labor, but  of  the  public 
morals  and  public  character.  It  demoralizes  men, 
and  thereby  demoralizes  all  society.  It  creates 
fraud,  gambling,  intoxication,  moral,  mental,  and 
physical, and  thereby  inflicts  upon  a  people  what 
is  worse  than  war,  pestilence,  or  famine.  In  the 
name- of  property,  then,  in  the  name  of  labor,  in 
behalf  of  public  morals,  I  invoke  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  from  my  place  upon  the  floor 
of  this  House,  to  curtail  his  expansion  of  the 
currency,  to  fund  the  public  debt,  no  matter  at 
what  cost.  He  is  not  doing  that  by  making  money 
plenty,  in  order  to  have  his  ten-forties  taken  at 
five  per  cent,  interest,  because  of  s^ome  pledge 
that  no  more  six  per  cents,  shall  be  issued,  to 
thereby  keep  up  for  these  six  per  cents,  their  pre- 
miums. But  lime  is  [irecious  for  the  Secretary. 
It  is  not  too  late  for  him  even  now  to  rescue  his 
name  and  fame  from  the  infamy  of  John  Law  or 
from  the  follies  of  the  rebel  Secretary  Memmin- 
ger,  or,  1  was  about  to  say,  from  the  opprobrium 
of  Nicholas  Hiddle,  who  handled,  however,  only 
ihe  trifle  of  forty  millions,  while  Mr.  Chase  and 
Muniininger  handle  millions  and  billions  and  triU 
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lions  in  jiaper  money.  Indeed,  we  ore  nov/  trav- 
elingfastiri  tliefootstepsofSicreiary  Memmingcr, 
and  if  our  resomces  were  not  infinitely  greater 
than  iliosc  of  the  South,  if  our  means  were  not 
ns  ii  iiundred  to  one  of  tiieirs,  if>our  numbers 
were  not  infinitely  greater,  we  should  soon  be 
driven  into  that  gulf  of  repudiation  into  which 
Memminger  himself  is  now  plunging.  Avoid  it, 
then.  Slirink  bacic  from  this  gulf  of  perdition, 
Mr.  Secretary.  Stand  by  jnecedent  and  princi- 
ple, and  remember  there  is  no  money  but  gold, 
nnd  no  source  of  property  but  labor. 

Tlie  remedies  proposed  for  this  unhappy  state 
of  thingft  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.  Morrill]  and  by  my  colleague  from 
New  York  [Mi-.  Stcbbins]  is  a  heavier  tariff,  high 
enough  to  exclude  importations;  or,  if  not  that, 
a  great  increase  of  duties  to  prohibit  luxurious 
importations.  If  1  understood  my  colleague  from 
New  York  ari  slit,  he  was  for  excluding  every  thing 
in  the  way  of  foreign  importations.  He  was  for 
cut  tingofi' this  whole  source  of  our  troubles  and  for 
shutting  off  the  great  mass  of  foreign  commerce. 
Why,  sir,  that  would  be  killin;^  the  goose  which 
laid  the  golden  Qgg.  It  is  indispensably  neces- 
sary for  us  to  have  a  large  foreign  commerce,  in 
order  that  we  may  collect  duties  in  gold,  because 
our  only  means  of  paying  interest  on  tlie  public 
debt  is  by  receipts  at  the  custom-house.  The 
lionorable  gentleman  from  Vermont  tells  us  that 
ourannual  expenditure  in  gold  coin  for  interest  on 
the  public  debt  is  $43,000,000.  Well,  we  must  col- 
lect gi43,000,000  in  gold;  and  in  order  to  do  that 
there  must  be  no  prohibitory  duties.  Customs 
must  be  paid.  Importations  must  be  encouraged. 
Commerce  must  go  on  and  be  sustained.  Hence, 
in  framing  a  tarilF,  true  wisdom  will  consist  not 
in  leveling  linos  of  duty  at  twenty-five  or  fifty  per 
cent,  as  proposed  yesterday,  but  in  discrimina- 
tions betv/een  certain  duties  and  certain  articles. 
Some  articles  may  have  the  duties  largely  in- 
creased. On  others  the  existing  duties  should  be 
diminifdird.  I  do  not  wish  the  United  States  to 
ado]n  the  system  of  the  Chinese,  or  of  the  Japa- 
nese, (for  the  Chinese  have  given  it  up,)  and  shut 
nur.selves  up  from  all  the  other  nations  of  the 
f>arth.  But  the  whole  system  of  paper  money  in 
vicious;  we  arc  moving  in  a  circle  of  vicious  ne- 
cessity. WemusHmport.  We  juusf  buy  foreign 
goods.  We  7nust  buy  silks  and  satins  and  laces 
and  tapestries  and  carpels,  because  it  is  indispens- 
ably necessary  to  have  ^43,000,000  in  coin  col- 
lected therefrom,  in  order  to  have  coin  for  the  pay- 
ment of  eur  interest  on  the  national  debt.  Hence 
it  would  almo.st  seem  as  if  we  must  make  paper 
money  at  home  to  enable  people  to  be  rich  enough 
to  buy  luxuries  from  abroad;  and  then  when  we 
start  v^rong  we  move  in  this  circle  of  a  vicious 
necessity.  The  curtailment  of  the  currency,  liow- 
ever,  is  indispensably  necessary  as  a  first  check 
upon  importations.  And  that  is  the  only  way  to 
check  too  large  importations.  But  while  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  been  expanding  the 
currency,  he  or  his  friends  seem  amazed  at  the 
enormous  amount  of  importations  into  the  port 
of  New  York.  They  cannot  comprehend  it. 
Why,  the  explanation  of  it  is  all  clearly  in  the 
$680,000,000  of  his  own  paper  currency.  Just  as 
yoU|  make  money  ])lenty  in  this  country,  to  that, 
then,  the  dearest  market  in  the  world,  will  rush 
importations  from  the  cheap  markets  of  that  world. 
The  great  cause  of  importations  is  the  expansion 
of  the  currency;  and  the  true  way,  I  repeat,  to 
check  the  enormous  importation  is  to  check  the 
expansion  of  the  currency. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  by  sliowing  what 
are  statistical  (acts  on  this  result,  but  it  is  worth 
while  to  look  at  the  few  brief  records  which  I 
liave  before  me,  for  the  ])urpose  of  our  own  con- 
templation and  instruction. 

I  linid  in  my  hand  a  table  of  the  imports  of 
New  York,  from  January,  1,  18G4,  to  April  1, 
1864.    In  that  period  of  time,  the  imports  were: 

Jli  1W53 •. .f  46,538,506 

In  lb03 51,'JG8,439 

lu  18G4 63,369,701 

In  tlie  same  period  of  time  the  expouts  were: 

In  1802 „....!532,.5y9,7.10 

In  1863 51,6G3,3'10 

In  ltJ.i4 y8,y(iU,iiJd 

That  diminution  in  exports  took  place  because 
in  no  small  degree  our  pef)ple  have  turned  spcc- 
iihtturs,  not  jiroducers.  Any  one  seems  a  ijlock- 
hcad  now-a-dnys  who  Irvcw  in  the  country,  rais- 


ing potatoes  and  cabbages,  when  he  can  go  to 
:  New  York  and  make  $20,000  or  $30,000  in  a  day. 
:  Last  Monday  week  I  saw  a  long  queue  ranged 
i  around  the  Ni  w  York  custom-house  waiting  turns 
to  buy  gold  certificates  at  65,  while  gold  v^au  sell- 
ing at  75.  Laboring  men  quit  work  and  assembled 
around  the  custom-house.  They  gathered  thereat 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  but  the  police  would 
not  allow  them  to  form  a  queue  till  six  o'clock. 
Then  they  formed  a  queue,  the  strongest  beating 
back  the  weakest.  Tliere  they  stood  till  the  cus- 
tom-house opened  at  ten  o'clock.  Brokers  or 
their  agents,  going  down  there  at  eleven  or  twelve 
o'clock  and  seeing  the  small  chance  -lUey  had  if 
they  took  their  places  behind  of  getting  their  gold 
certificates,  looked  about  in  the  queue  for  men 
who  looked  as  if  they  were  not  in  great  need  of 
gold  certificates,  nnd  induced  them  to  yield  their 
places  for  two  or  three  hundred  dollars.  A  man 
is  a  fool  to  handle  a  trip-hai^.nner,  or  to  dig  or 
work,  when  he  can  go  into  Wall  street  and  earn 
$300  by  standing  in  a  queue  from  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning  till  twelve  noon.  That  was  one  re- 
sult of  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  mfdce  gold  cheaper,  while  he  kept  on 
issuing  paper,  and  the  whole  thing  became  so 
ridiculous  that  by  general  consent  it  was  aban- 
doned. 

As  I  was  about  to  say,  the  exportation  was 
$38,969,225.  Now  look  at  the  statistical  results. 
Our  imports  are  computed  at  gold  value,  while 
our  exports  are  computed  at  the  value  of  legal- 
tender  notes.  And  the  figures  1  have  stated  will 
produce  this  result. 

The  imports, gold  value,  from  January  1, 1864, 
to  April  1,  1864,  were  $63,679,701;  while  the  ex- 
ports for  the  same  period,  in  gold  value,  were  but 
about  $25,000,000;  so  that  the  surplus  imports 
from  January  1, 1864,  to  April  1, 1864,  were  about 
$38,000,000.  I'he  imports  for  a  single  week  prior 
to  April  1,  1864,  were  $6,138,714,  while  the  ex- 
ports for  the  same  period,  gold  value,  were  but 
about  $2,000,000,  paper  value  being  $3,177,025; 
making  a  surplus  of  imports  of  some  $4,000,000 
over  the  exports  for  a  single  week  into  the  port 
of  New  York. 

And,  sir,  justas  you  expand  the  currency  of  the 
country,  no  matter  what  regulations  you  make 
in  regard  to  gold,  or  ordinances  you  |^ass,no  mat- 
ter what  tariffs  you  may  impose,  just  as  you  ex- 
pand the  cun-ency,  the  importations  will  increase. 
What  cares  the  man  who  is  making  $30,000  a 
week  what  he  pays,  what  tarififyou  impose  upon 
the  silks  and  satins  that  his  wife  may  want  to 
purchase.'  Nothing  whatever.  Theduty  maybe 
two  or  three  hundred  per  cent.,  and  if  his  family 
wanted  the  silks  and  satins  most  unquestionably 
he  would  pay  the  duty.  I  dare  say  my  friend 
who  stayed  in  that  queue  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
and  earned  $300  by  it  in  a  single  day,  having 
never  earned  money  so  easily  before,  went  to 
Stewart's  and  bought  silks  antl  satins  for  his  wife 
and  children,  depositing  it  all  for  the  benefit  of 
the  manufacturers  of  England  and  France.  1  say, 
then,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  these  statistics  impress 
upon  my  mind,  audi  think  will  impress  upon  the 
mind  of  the  public,  the  fact  that  the  source  of  all 
our  difficulty  is  not  in  our  importations,  but  in 
the  expansion  of  our  currency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  1  will  not  trouble  the 
House  any  longer  with  the  narration  of  these  sta- 
tistics. My  general  ideas,  I  think  1  have  impressed 
upon  gentlemen,  and  I  hope  they  will  bear  them 
in  mind.  I  assure  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  that  I  have  no  other  object  in  present- 
ing these  views  than  the  public  good.  Their  for- 
tune is  my  fortune;  their  misfortune  is  my  mis- 
fortune. Wcare  in  the  common  shi()  of  Slate,  all 
going  together.  As  I  said  in  the  outset,  I  know 
tliat  1  am  only  a  passenger  in  that  ship — a  pas- 
seriger  confined  in  the  cabin  too.  But  1  am  sail- 
ing under  the  same  flag  lo  the  same  destiny  that 
they  are,  and  trust  that  God  will  prosjjer  them  in 
the  voyage  for  the  restoration  of  the  unity  and 
Constitution  of  our  common  country. 

Permit  me  to  do,  then,  what  a  duaker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts was  driven  to  do  when  on  board  a  pri- 
vateer in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britiiin.  He 
happened  to  be  ofT  the  coast  of  MuH.sachusette  on 
a  privateer,  going  to  some  port  in  his  own  State, 
wiien  they  were  attacked  by  a  British  privateer, 
tie  wune.saed  the  mismanagement  of  the  aieoring 
and  the  mismanagementof  the  gun.s  until  he  coulil 
endure  it  nt*  longt-r,  and,  (Uualcer  as  ho  wak — a 


peace  Democrat — and  opposed  to  the  war  as  he 
was,  he  broke  the  shackles  of  his  principles,  and 
leaping  out  upon  deck  ho  said  to  the  captain:  "  If 
thee  wants  to  take  that  British  rascal  thee  must 
steer  so  and  so,  and  sln>ot  thy  guns  so.  1  am 
opposed  to  shooting,  but  if  thee  wants  to  take 
that  ship  thee  must  shoot  thy  guns  so  and  so,'' 
[showing  how.] 

MKSSAGE    FROM    THE    SENATE. 

The  committee  here  informally  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  Chair,  a  message  was 
received  from  the  Senate  informing  the  House  that 
the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  (S.  No.  126) 
to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  passed  May  15, 1820. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a'bill  (No.  38) 
to  authorize  the  settlement,  of  the  accounts  of  A. 
Bush,  late  public  printer  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
egon; in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the  coticuF- 
rence  of  the  House. 

The  committee  then  resumed  its  session,  anil 
proceeded  again  to  the  consideration  of  the 
INTERNAL  REVENUE  BILL. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Sir,  I  tell  honorable  gentlemen 
upon  the  other  side  of  this  House  that  if  they 
would  succeed  they  must  t'ollow  ]irincip!es  and 
precedents  in  the  conduct  of  the  war.  They  must 
not  be  ever  running  in  debt  and  never  paying.  Tax- 
ation is  indispensably  nece.ssary,  all  men  ac- 
knowledge. This  tax  bill  ought  to  have  been  here 
in  December  last  and  not  postponed  till  now, 
when  its  machinery  can  be  brouglit  to  work  only 
after  the  presidential  election.  It  ought  to  have 
preceded  all  the  appropriations.  Nay,  it  should 
have  been  introduced  and  put  in  operation  two 
years  ago.  With  tax-ation  will  come  reflection. 
Passion  will  sflbside,  and  reason  will  resume  its 
sway.  If  we  are  to  go  on  with  the  war  we  shall 
go  on  v;ith  it  for  constitutional  purposes,  and  the 
administration  of  the  Government  will  pa.?s  into 
the  hands  of  constitutional  men.  But  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject  of  taxation  and  currency, 
I  intend  to  refrain,  as  much  as  possible,  from  all 
party  provocation.  If  I  know  my  own  heart,  I 
am  no  mere  party  man,  and  my  highest  ambition 
is  to  serve  my  country  independent  of,  ami  above 
all  party.  I  happen  to  be  adverse  to  the  Repub- 
lican party  at  this  time;  because,  trained  as  i  was 
in  the  schools  of  Clay  and  Webster,  1  cannot  be 
a  modern  Republican  without  an  utter  abandon- 
ment of  every  great  lesson  they  left  or  taught. 
Whenever  the  Republicans  are  ready  to  come  over 
to  the  great  principles  of  a  Clay  and  a  Webster, 
or  to  tiiat  Whig  party  with  which  1  was  so  long 
identified,  I  shall  be  too  happy  to  act  once  more 
with  many  an  old,  but  now  lost  political  friend.  I 
stand  now  where  I  have  stood  in  public  life,  more 
or  less,  for  tv/enty-five  years,  upon  great  princi- 
ples and  precedents;  and  those  principles  and  pre- 
cedents leave  me  now  no  association  but  with  the 
Democratic  party.  1  shall  stand  there  aslongas 
they  stand  there,  and  I  see  little  or  no  hope  now 
for  my  country  but  in  their  restoration  to  power. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  I  want  the 
gentlimian  from  New  York  to  state  whether  he  is 
in  favorof  the  passage  or  amendment  or  rejection 
of  this  tax  bill. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  remember  some  years  ago 
when  I  was  in  the  Legislature  of  New  Yoik,  there 
was  presented  a  codification  of  the  State  laws,  a 
huge  book  much  bigger  than  this,  [holding  up  the 
lax  bill,]  and  we  had  to  takeiton  faith  in  a  lump. 
In  all  probability  weshall  have  to  take  this,  or  the 
most  of  it,  on  trust  and  in  a  lump,  for  but  few 
can  get  time  even  to  read  it,  and  I  hope  that  tliere 
will  be  no  mis|)laced  confidence  in  the  committee 
that  reports  it.  I  can  assure  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  his  friends  will  have  no  trouble  from 
me  in  passing  it. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Mr.  Chairman,  howeveragree- 
able  it  would  be  to  investigate  the  poliiical  and 
mental  processes  of  the  gentleman  fioin  New 
York  [Mr.  BnooKs]  in  his  transitions  from  that 
Whig  party  which  he  now  recommends  to  us, 
however  important  it  would  be  to  ascertain  l)y 
what  system  of  ratiocination  as  tin;  Whigjiarty 
declined  in  ))ower  he  declined  into  the  Know- 
Nothing  pally 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Will  ihegenlleman  permit  me 
to  inierj  upt  him  ? 

Mr.  KASSON.  Not  now,  as  I  have  some- 
thing; more  to  say  in  the  sumo  direction. 
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However  agreeable  it  would  be,  sir,  to  discover 
the  process  by  which,  when  the  Know-Nothing 
parly  declined  in  power,  the  gentleman  declined 
from  the  Know-Nolhing  party,  however  agree- 
able it  would  be  to  ascertain  the  process  by  wliich 
he  fill  Js  himself  at  this  moment  ranked  among  the 
Democrats  of  the  country,  and  now  making  a  de- 
fense of  Irishmen,  so  different  from  his  former 
political  action,  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  it 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  assure  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa  that  I  never  belonged  to  the 
Know-Nothing  party  in  my  life.  Now,  did  not 
the  gentleman  belong  to  the  Whig  party.? 

Mr.  KASSON.  No,  sir,  I  was  never  a  Whig. 
I  was  raised  a  Jackson  and  Benton  Democrat, 
and  hold  myself  still  a  reliable  exponent  of  their 
principles. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  want  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  I  never  belonged  to  the  Know-Nothing  party 
in  my  life.  1  was  never  in  a  Know-Nothing  or- 
ganization or  lodge,  in  any  form  or  shape  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Is  the  discussion  now  going 
on  in  order? 

Mr.  BROOKS.  It  is  not  in  ord^r,  but  I  did 
not  start  the  disorder,  and  therefore  permit  me 
to  explain. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  give  notice  that  I  propose 
strictly  to  confine  the  discussion  to  the  bill  now 
pending. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  the  gentleman  insists 
on  his  point  of  order,  the  Chair  will  decide  that 
the  present  discussion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  do  not  insist  on  my  point 
of  order  at  this  lime. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Iowa  is  welcome  to  investigate  Know-Nothing 
history.  No  one  ought  to  know  it  better  than  the, 
honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis, 
then  sitting  near  Mr.  Kasson.]  That  gentleman 
must  know  that  I  have  never  been  a  member  of 
the  Know-Nolhing  party. 

Mr.  KASSON.  It  has  been  my  fortune  to  have 
derived  my  opinion  on  that  subject  from  the  New 
York  Evening  Express,  a  paper  owned  and  edited 
mainly  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Brooks,]  and  that  paper  we  all  know  was  one  of 
the  most  earnest  advocates  of  the  Know-Nothing 
party. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  The  gentleman  has  fallen  into 
anotiier  error.  At  the  time  the  Know-Nolhing 
party  was  organized  I  was  traveling  in  Europe 
or  Asia.  Indeed,  I  believe  1  was  then  in  Jeru- 
salem.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  KASSON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  might  per- 
haps say  that  it  would  be  equally  advantageous 
to  the  public  interest  if  the  distinguished  and 
fluent  gentleman  from  New  York  at  this  time 
were  visiting  the  city  of  Jerusalem.  But  however 
agreeable  it  would  be  to  inquire  into  the  process 
by  which  the  gentleman,  fortunately  or  unfortu- 
nately, so  frequently  changes  his  political  associ- 
ates, I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  that  discus- 
sion now. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Let  me  put  myself  right  upon 
the  record.  First,  I  never  became  a  Know  Noth- 
ing; secondly,  I  was  never  in  the  Know-Nothing* 
organization  in  any  shape  or  form;  and  thirdly, 
when  the  paper  with  which  I  am  connected  began 
the  advocacy  of  the  Know-Nothing  party  I  was  in 
a  strange  land.  If  I  had  then  been  at  home  it  is 
not  improbable  that  my  own  opinions  would  have 
had  weight  in  controlling  the  course  of  the  paper, 
and  that  it  would  not  then  have  been  subject  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hotiorable  gentleman  from  Iowa. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  give  the  gentleman  the  ben- 
efit of  the  fact  of  his  absence,  with  his  reservation 
that  if  he  had  been  here  personally  he  would  have 
pcrhaiis  united  with  them;  but  being  a  "  for^ 
cigner"  at  the  time,  I  cannot  hold  him  responsi- 
ble for  not  being  a  Know  Nothing. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Massachusetts.  I  would 
inquire  of  the  Chair  if  this  whole  discussion,  so 
far  outside  of  the  bill  before  the  House,  is  notout 
of  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Tlie  Chair  decides  that 
it  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  rose  for  the  purpose  ofstating 
what,  if  he  had  waited  a  moment,  my  friend  from 
Ma.ssai'.husetts  would  have  heard,  that  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  regret  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Hooper,]  nowabsent,  had  not  yielded 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  when  he  re- 


quested him  to  do  so,  that  he  might  then  have 
made  the  speech  he  has  now  made,  which  is  evi- 
dently applicable  to  the  bank  bill,  rather  than  to 
the  tax  bill  wliich  is  now  under  discussion. 

I  wish  to  correct  one  remark  thegenileman  has 
made,  in  which  he  charges  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  "  watering"  the  currency  of  the 
courUryjand  that,  too,  when  in  New  York  city 
the  currency  of  the  United  States  is  at  a  premium, 
as  reported,  of  four  per  cent,  over  State  notes — a 
fact  which  can  only  be  reconciled  wilh  the  theory 
that  the  existing  volume  of  Stale  currency  is  such 
as  lo  diminish  its  value  as  to  gold  to  a  greater 
degree  than  that  of  Treasury  notes. 

Tiien,  in  reference  to  the  charge  that  the  Sec- 
retary has  increased  the  circulation  by  the  issue 
of  five  per  cent,  notes  for  circulation,  it  was  well 
known  to  the  whole  country  that  those  notes  would 
temporarily  circulate  as  legal  tender;  but  when  the 
interest  should  accumulate  on  them  for  some 
months,  it  was  also  known  that  they  would  begin 
to  be  hoarded,  and  that  soon  they  would  be  with- 
drawn from  circulation — a  fact  which  will  soon 
be  evidenced  by  the  actual  state  of  the  currency 
of  the  country. 

„Thcre  is  another  fact  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  gentleman,  and  it  is  that  kt 
this  moment  and  for  several  days,  I  think  I  may 
say  weeks,  the  Treasury  itself  has  been  reserving 
the  legal  tenders  received  for  the  five-forty  loan 
in  its  vaults,  and  has  already  relieved  the  country 
of  millions  of  dollars  of  these  legal  tenders,  while 
Stale  issues  swell  the  currency.  So  much  ibr  the 
charge  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  now 
engaged  in  "watering"  the  currency  of  llie  coun- 
try atfd  is  actually  inflating  prices  by  his  action. 

And  now,  sir,  llie  main  object  for  which  I  rose 
was  this:  under  the  resolution  passed  by  this 
House  for  adjourning,  we  have  but  thirty-six 
working  days  left  if  we  adhere  to  that  resolution 
and  the  Senate  agree  to  it.  The  tax  bill  is  now 
before  tli«  House,  and  the  question  is,  shall  we 
give  our  attention  practically  to  the  details  of  this 
measure  of  taxation  demanded  by  the  country  and 
acknowledged  by  every  gentleman  upon  this  floor 
to  be  indispensable  to  the  success  of  our  financial 
system?  If  we  are  so  disposed,  let  me  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  a  single  one-hour  speech  from 
each  member  of  this  House  would  require  in  the 
total  one  hundred  and  eighty  hours  for  their  de- 
livery alone.  If  you  allow  three  speeches  a  day, 
of  one  hour  each,  in  addition  to  the  time  required 
for  the  transaction  of  the  indispensable  business 
of  the  House,  you  will  have  sixty  days  of  this 
session  consumed  by  one  such  speech  of  each 
inembri-,  and  will  inevitably  be  carried  far  into 
midsummer  before  youradjouriiment. 

Now,  sir,  under  this  state  of  facts,  I  appeal  to 
gentlemen  upon  both  sides  of  the  liouse  whether 
we  can  afford  to  bestow  much  more  time  upon 
these  miscellaneous  one-hour  speeches,  which  do 
not  relate  specifically  and  pointedly  to  the  busi- 
ness before  the  House.  We  certainly  cannot,  if 
we  propose  to  adjourn  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  How  much  of  the  gentle- 
man's hour  remains? 

Mr.  KASSON.  1  have  never  spoken  half  an 
hour  at  a  time  in  this  House,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Minnesota  well  kncw/s;  and  I  have  never 
made  a  speech  or  remark  which  did  not  apply  to 
the  subject  before  the  House,  and  1  shall  not  now, 
all  told,  occupy  ten  minutes  or  so  much  if  gen- 
tlemen like  my  friend  from  Minnesota  will  re- 
frain from  interrupting  me. 

This  is  the  condition  of  business,  tftid  I  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
however  interesting  and  able  their  speeches  may 
be,  they  must  withhold  them,  so  far  as  they  are 
upon  general  subjects^  and  cease  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  House  in  this  manner,  or  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  continue  in  session  very  late  in  the 
coming  summer. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  ready  for  my  part  to  proceed 
at  once  to  the  tax  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  Commitlte  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration 
the  Union  generally ,  and  particularly  the  internal 
revenue  bill,  and  had  come  to  no  resolution 
thereon. 


Mr.  MORRILL  moved  that  all  general  de- 
bate in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  on  the  internal  revenue  bill  should  close 
within  five  minutes  after  its  consideration  shall 
have  been  resumed  in  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

UEBEL  SYMPATHIZERS  IN  THE  WEST. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  the 
attention  of  the  House  for  five  minutes.  When 
submitting  some  remarks  in  the  House  a  few 
days  ago  in  reply  to  the  speech  of  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Long]  I  made  a  very  grave  charge  against 
some  of  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  al- 
leging that  they  were  in  correspondence  with 
rebels,  and  was  called  upon  to  produce  the  docu- 
ments to  which  I  referred.  I  take  this  occa- 
sion to  do  so.  Before  producing  them,  I  wish 
to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  them.  It  is  a  very 
grave  matter  for  a  member  to  rise  in  his  place 
here  and  say  that  leading  men  af  any  party  in 
the  North  are  actually  in  correspondence  with 
leaders  in  the  rebel  army.  I  made  that  statement, 
but  not  without  a  full  knowledge  of  what  I  said. 
I  have  had  opportunities  for  knowing  of  the  ex- 
istence of  such  correspondence — more,  perhaps, 
than  most  other  gentlemen  here. 

These  letters  came  into  my  possession  in  the 
following  manner:  we  had  learned  in  the  army 
of  the  Cumberland  that  some  of  our  regiments 
were  being  corrupted,  that  attempts  were  being 
made  by  parlies  at  home  to  induce  them  to  de- 
sert. This  had  become  so  great  an  evil  with  some 
regiments  from  southern  Indiana  and  southern  Il- 
linois that  we  sent  several  of  our  secret  service 
men  into  those  States  lo  find  out,  if  possible,  who 
were  engaged  in  this  business.  Among  others 
was  a  young  man  who  had  resigned  a  commission, 
nearly  a  year  before,  inconsequence  of  ill  health. 
He  consenled  to  go  lo  southern  Indiana,  believing 
he  could  not  only  find  out  these  men  but  could  get 
recommendations  from  prominent  rebel  sympa- 
thized that  would  enable  him  to  get  through  the 
lines  inlo  the  rebel  army.  The  result  of  this  mis- 
sion into  Indiana  was  that  he  obtained  two  letters, 
the  copies  of  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand. 

When  the  letters  were  brought  to  me,  I  imme- 
diately called  some  Indiana  ofiicers  who  knew  the 
authors  and  were  acquainted  wilh  their  handwrit- 
ing. It  was  necessary  that  the  scout  should 
take  wilh  him  into  the  enemy's  lines  the  original 
letters,  which,  being  recognized  by  Breckinridge, 
would  serve  as  passes.  I  therefore  took  exact 
copies  of  them,  placing  them  under  tissue  paper 
and  ti'acing  them  as  accurately  as  possible,  so  as 
to  preserve  the  characteristics  of  the  handwrit- 
ing. Out  of  regard  to  the  young  man  himself, 
I  have  omitted  his  name,  as  its  publication  might 
bring  him  into  trouble.  He  went  through  the 
lines,  and  immediately  afterwards  the  campaign 
began,  ending  with  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
and  I  have  never  heard  of  him  since.  I  will  now 
ask  that  the  letters  be  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  a  question  first. 

Mr.  GARFl  ELD.     Let  the  letters  be  read  first. 

The  letters  were  read,  as  follows: 

Greencastle,  Indiana,  Ju/i/1,. 1863. 

Dkar  Sir:  I  take  lliis  inctliod  of  introducing  to  your  fa- 

voiiiblK  coHsideiation  Mr. ^,  arosidfiiloflliisplace. 

Mr. wislies  to  enter  ilie  service  of  tlie  >Soutli  in  some 

capacity,  so  tliat  lie  can  In?  of  some  assistance  to  your 
cause.  I  can  safely  recommend  liiiii  to  you  as  an  energetic 
and  faitlifnl  man  in  any  capacity  you  may  place  him,  and 
I  know  tliat  he  can  bo  of  valuahie  assistance  to  you.    Mr. 

was  for  some  timn  coiniected  with  the  Union  Army, 

but  became  disgusted  with  the  party  in  powcrand  resigned 
in  cons('(|U(;iii'c  tlicn'of.     Any  favor  that  may  be  shown 
liim  will,  I  am  satisfied,  never  be  betrayed. 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 
D.  R.  ECKELS. 
General  John  C.  BRECKiNiyooE,  C.  S.  •^. 

RocKViLLE,  Indiana,  July  14,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  to 

your  favorable  acquaintance  the  bearer,  Mr. ,  of 

Greencastle,  this  State.  He  wishes  to  visit  the  South,  and 
not  he  subjecled  to  any  danger  from  such  a  visit. 

Mr. was  (iiniicctcd  with  the  Army  for  some  months 

as  a  quartermaster  of  the  — th  Indiana  volunteers,  but  re- 
signed iminediati'ly  aflor  the  evacualinn  of  Corinth,  MJs- 
sissi|)pi.  by  your  forces,  and  has  luui  no  sympathy  or  con- 
nection with  the  Army  since.  Any  duty  he  may  agree  to 
perlorm,  you  may  rety  upon  itthat  it  will  be  faitbtully  done. 
Any  favorshowii  him  will  be  lecijjrocalcd  by  me  whuaever 
any  opportunity  oilers. 

i  am,  General,  yours,  with  much  respect, 

JOHN  G.  D.WIS. 
Major  General  John  C,  Breckinridoe. 
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Mr.  GARFIELD.  The  last  letter  bears  the 
signature  of  a  man  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Thirly-Second,  Thirty -Third, ^Thirty-Fourth, 
and  Tliiriy-Sixih  Cona;re.sscs,  and  the  predeces- 
sor of  the  >roMtlenian  from  (he  Terre  Hiiute  dis- 
tri<-l,  [.Mr.  VooRiiEES.]  The  other  was  a  jud^e 
ill  Utah  undir  Buchanan,  and  is  also  a  prominent 
Democratic  poliiician  in  the  same  district.  Botii 
are  the  genikman's  [Mr.  Voorhees]  constitu- 
ents. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  rise 
to  j;o  into  any  extended  notice  of  the  letters  that 
have  just  been  read  from  the  desk.  I  simply  de- 
sire to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that  these  are  not  originals  that  are  brought  here. 
The  originals  must  have-been  in  the  possession 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  when  he  obtained 
these  copies,  and  it  will  be  for  the  country  to  put 
the  proper  construction  on  the  introduction  of 
copies  when  the  originals  must  have  been  once  in 
jifs  possession.  Copying  in  the  manner  he  has 
spoken  of  is  no  correct  representation  of- hand- 
writing. / 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  say  one  thing  fur- 
ther. 1  will  liave  nothing  to  say  about  these  let- 
ters except  what  1  know.  And  as  I  know  noth- 
ing but  what  is  known  to  everybody  here,  I  will 
merely  observe  now  thatat  the  proper  time  I  will 
again  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  matter. 

My  predecessor  in  office  (Mr.  Davis)  is  one  of 
the  most  distin<cuishcd  and  excellent  gentlemen 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  now  prostrated  upon  a 
sick,  and,  perhaps,  dying  bed.  He  may  never 
recover  to  he  able  to  defenil  himself.  I  hope  and 
trust  he  may.  If  he  does,  he  is  fully  competent 
to  that  task.  lie  is  a  brave,  high-minded,  chiv- 
alrous man,  incapable  of  betraying  a  friend,  and 
alike  incapable  of  betraying-his  Government.  I 
will  stanti  by  his  word  on  this  floor.  Judge 
Eckels,  of  whom  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  speaks 
as  district  judge,  is  not  in  office, and  has  not  been 
for  some  years.  He  has  been  often  honored  in 
the  past.  He  is  a  prominent  politician  intone  of 
the  counties  1  have  the  honor  to  represent, a  man 
of  talent,  and  a  man  of  character.  This  matter 
will  be  brought  to  their  attention,  and  perhaps  I 
shall  again  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  the  House. 
I  might  rise  and  denounce  these  letters  as  spurious 
and  false. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  wish  the  gentleman 
would,  if  he  desires  to. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  If  I  desired  I  should  do 
Ro;  but  that  not  being  consistent  with  my  course 
of  policy  I  shall  not  do  so  at  this  time.  I  shall 
treat  this  matter  in  a  manner  becoming  myself, 
becoming  the  House,  and  becoming  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio.  That  is  all  I  desire  to  say  at 
this  lime. 

The  hour  of  half  past  four  having  arrived,  the 
House,  in  accordance  with  the  order  made  y€ster- 
day,  took  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock,  p.  m. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  House  reassembled  at  seven  o'clock. 
UAILUOAD  TO  NEW  YOKK. 

The  SPEAKERstatedthefirstbusiness  in  order 
to  be  the  consideration  of  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  307) 
to  declare  certain  roads  military  roads  and  [)ost 
roads,  and  to  regulate  commerce,  on  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  was  enti- 
tled to  the  floor. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
I  will  move  to  jjostpone  this  bill  until  two  weeks 
from  to-day,  after  the  nmrning  hour. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Before  the  vole  is  taken  on 
that  motion,  1  submit  the  following  amendment 
in  the  nature  of  a  substitute  for  the  bill: 

Sirlkc  out  all  after  the  ciiacling  clause,  and  insert  as 
lollows :  ^ 

Tliat  ill  tlic  reputation  of  tlie  commerce  among  the  sev- 
eral Stales  every  railroatl  coinpaiiy  in  llie  United  States 
whose  road  Is  operated  by  ntearn,  he,  and  hereby  is,  aiiihor- 
Ized  to  transport  freight  and  passengerH  Irom  one  State  lo 
aiiollier,  nnyihiiig  in  llic  laws  of  any  States  to  tlie  con- 
trary iiuiwilliiitaiuiiiig. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  until  two  weeks  from  to-day,  after  the 
morning  hour. 

SHIP  CANALS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  business  next  in 
order  to  be  the  consideration  of  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
322)  lo  constiucl  a  ahi[)  canal  for  llie  passage  of 
armed  and  naval  vessels  from  the  Mississippi 
river  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 


Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  House 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  bill.  I  desire 
to  explain  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  I  am  not 
well  fhis  evening,  and  I  would  be  glad  if  the 
House  would  postpone  the  (consideration  of  this 
bill  until  to-morrow  evening. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Does  the  gentleman  pro- 
pose to  press  the  bill  to  a  vote  at  that  timerf 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Not  at  all.  1  do  not  propose 
to  press  the  bill  to  a  vote  until  after  a  reasonable 
amount  of  discussion. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Will  that  take  the  place  of 
anything  else  that  is  the  regular  order  of  business 
to-morrow  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  come  up  to-mor- 
row in  the  morning  hour  the  same  as  if  the  morn- 
ing hour  to-day  had  been  occupied  with  its  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  the  postponement 
will  be  until  Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  will  accept  that  modifica- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  accord- 
ingly postponed. 

TERRITORIAL  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  business  next  in 
order  to  be  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No. 
342,  making  appropriations  for  public  buildings 
in  the  Territories. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  move  that  that  bill  be 
postponed  until  Friday  evening  of  this  week. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  STILES.  I  ask  the  unanimous  c'onsent 
of  the  House  that  leave- of  absence  be  granted  to 
my  colleague,  Mr.  Strocse,  for  one  week  from 
to-day. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  leave  was  granted 
accordingly. 

PUBLICATION  OF    SUPREME  COURT    DECISIONS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  lake  from  the  Speaker's  table  and 
put  on  its  passage  Senate  joint  resolution  No.  39, 
relating' to  the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  De- 
cember term,  1863. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  Mr.  Speaker,  not  desiring 
lo  object,  and  yet  desiring  that  the  original  law 
shall  be  complied  with  as  far  as  possible,  I  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Iowa  why  these  reports  can- 
not be  published  within  six  months?  It  is  a 
matii  r  of  importance  that  these  reports  should  be 
published  at  as  early  a  moment  as  possible. 

The  resolution  was  read.  It  provides  that  so 
much  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  August 
29,  1842,  as  provides  that  the  rcfiorter  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
shall  not  be  paid  the  compensation  provided  by 
the  said  act,  unless  he  print  and  publish  the  de- 
cisions within  six  monihs  after  such  decisions 
shall  be  made,  shall  not  be  held  to  apply  to  the 
decisions  of  the  December  term,  1863,  the  present 
reporter  of  the  said  court  not  having  been  ap- 
pointed until  near  the  close  of  the  term;  provided, 
however,  that  such  decisions  be  published  within 
one  year  from  the  parage  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  limitation  has  been  placed 
upon  the  resolution  by  the  Senate,  and  I  under- 
stand that  it  is  satisfactory  to  the  court. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  country  is  more  in- 
terested in  it  than  the  court. 

Mr.  WfLSON.  It  extends  the  time  of  publi- 
cation for  one  year. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  mod- 
ify it  so  as  to  make  the  lime  six  months. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  present  clerk  was  ap- 
pointed late  in  the  last  term. 

•   Mr.  HOLMAN.      I   understand   he  was  ap- 
pointed in  February  last. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  There  is  great  difficulty  in 
gelling  the  work  done  because  of  the  scarcity  of 
printers.  On  a  consideration  of  the  matter  the 
gciiilemnn  will  find  that  the  time  is  not  too  long. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  move  that  the  time  be  made 
six  monihs  insli-ad  of  one  year. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  It  is  to  his  interest  to  publish 
the  decisions  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  WILSON.  If  the  reporter  can  make  the 
publication  in  less  than  one  year  he  will  do  so. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  insist  on  my  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  do  not  accept  the  amend- 


ment. The  House  can  do  as  it  pleases,  but  I  hope 
that  the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

The  House  divided;  and  there  were — ayes 
twenty-one,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  withdrew  his  demarjd  for  a 
division. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time;  and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  passed;  and 
also  moved -that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BRIDGE  ACROSS  THE  OHIO. 

Mr.  ARNOLD,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  back  House  bill  No.  320, 
supplementary  to  an  act  approved  July  14, 1862, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  certain  pijsl  roads, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  with  an  amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  the  second  section  as  follows: 

Sec.  2.  .Ind  he  it  further  cnncted,  TIkU  the  provisions  of 
said  act  of  Cmigress  shall  apply  to  ibc  Maysville  and  Big 
Sandy,  and  Lexington  and  Big  Sandy  Rjiilroad  Companies, 
so  far  as  practicable,  and  as  fully  as  if  li>:ie  reenacted,  and 
shall  authorize  said  companies,  or  either  of  tlieni>  to  con- 
struct a  bridge  or  bridges  across  said  river  at  any  points  on 
tlie  line  of  their  roads. 

And  add  to  the  first  section  these  words  : 

Provided  further,  That  such  bridges  and  draws  shall  be 
so  constructed  as  not  to  interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
river. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  When  the  bill  was  up  before 
there  was  objection  to  the  second  section.  The 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  have  stricken 
that  out,  and  added  a  proviso  that  the-  bridges 
and  draws  shall  not  interfere  with  the  navigation 
of  the  Ohio  river.  The  bill  now  simply  gives 
authority  to  construct  a  bridge  at  this  place,  so 
that  vessels  navigating  the  Ohio  can  pass. 

I  will  not  repeat  what  I  said  when  the  bill  was 
before  the  House  on  a  former  occa.sion,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  importance  of  this  bridge  connecting 
the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  Nor  will  1  re- 
peat what  I  said  upon  that  occasion  in  reference 
lo  the  military  importance  of  a  bridge  connecting 
these  railroads  that  meet  each  other  upon  the 
opposite  banks  of  the  Ohio  river.  I  know  the 
information  is  perfectly  reliable  that  during  the 
past  two  years  the  military  operations  in  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  and  northern  Alabama,  have 
been  materially  embarrassed  for  the  want  of  this 
bridge.  Great  quantities  of  military  stores  have 
been  there  piled  up  upon  the  banks  of  the  Ohio 
with  no  means  of  gelling  them  to  the  Army  in 
consequence  of  the  delay  and  inconvenience  of 
crossing  for  the  want  of  that  bridge. 

As  the  bill  will  be  framed  after  adopting  the 
amendment  recommended  by  the  committee',  I 
cannot  conceive  it  will  be  obnoxious  to  the  objec- 
tion of  any  gentleman,  unless  gentlemen  .say  that 
these  great  navigable  streams  shall  not  be  bridged 
at  all  under  any  circumstances. 

But  I  apprehend  that  in  the  present  condition 
of  the  world,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  rnil- 
.roads  of  the  country,  that  is  a  proposition  which 
will  not  be  considered  favorably  by  the  House. 
The  right  to  cross  a  river, 'and  to  have  facilities 
for  crossing  a  river,  are  as  important  as  the  right 
to  navigate  the  river  itself.  The  true  principle 
of  determining  all  these  questions  is,  the  greatest 
good  lo  the  greatest  number.  That  should  be  done, 
and  that  is  in  substance  the  deci-sion  of  the  courts. 
Even  ferry  boats  may  obstruct  the  navigation  of 
a  river,  for  the  time  bein^,  to  steamers  passingup 
and  down.  You  cannothave  two  boats  in  the  same 
position  at  the  same  time,  and  one  must-yield  to  the 
other.  The  true  principlesetiled  by  the  courts  is 
that  that  shall  be  done  which  shall  be  for  the  great- 
est convenience  of  the  greater  number  of  people. 
I  hope  the  House  will  adopt  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  committee. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  do  not  rise  to  say  anything 
about  this  bill,  after  what  has  been  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  except  that  the  reason 
for  pas.^ing  it  ought  to  satisfy  every  member  of 
this  House.  The  provisions  of  this  bill  difTer 
somewhat  from  the  provisions  of  the  general  bill 
for  bridging  the  Ohio,  to  which  this  bill  is  an 
amendment,  and  it  differs  only  in  one  respect  from 
the  provisions  of  the  general  bill.  The  House 
may  not  be  aware  that  a  bill  was  passed  in  1862 
giving  to  every  railroad  company  above  the  moiitli 
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of  tlie  Big  Sandy  river  the  right  to  bridge  the  Ohio, 
under  certain  restrictions  and  regulations  con- 
tained in  the  bill.  In  buihiiny;  this  bridge  at  the 
falls  of  the  Ohio,  wiiich  is  below  the  mouih  of 
the  Big  Sandy,  we  found  that  we  could  not  sub- 
mit to  the  provisions  of  that  bill,  because  the 
ground  upon  both  sides  of  the  river  at  Louisville 
makes  it  very  difficult  to  build  a  bridge  as  high  as 
bridges  are  required  to  be  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Big  Sandy.  The  land  on  either  side  is  not  high 
enough  to  allow  a  bridge  to  be  constructed  more 
than  ten  feet  above  high-water  mark.  Instead  of 
having  the  bridge  built  so  high,  I  provided  that 
draws  should  be  constructed  at  each  of  the  chutes 
and  over  the  canal  wide  enough  to  admit  the  pas- 
sage of  the  largest  boats  navigating  the  river.  I 
think  that  a  bridge  built  in  that  manner  instead  of 
being  an  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
may  be  called  an  aid  to  the  navigation,  because 
the  draws  act  as  buoys,  and  indicate  to  approach- 
ing boats  the  heads  of  the  chutes  through  which 
they  have  to  pass  in  going  over  the  falls.  The 
only  impediment  it  could  possibly  be  would  be 
that  which  might  sometimes  arise  out  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  waiting  until  the  draws  ci^uld  be  opened. 

1  propose,  unless  sonne  gentleman  wishes  to 
make  some  inquiry  or  remarks,  to  call  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

iMr.  PENDLETON.  I  would  like  to  inquire 
of  thegcntlcman  from  Kentucky  why  the  bill  pro- 
vides that  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet  is  the  small- 
est length  at  which  these  draws  shall  be  con- 
structed .'  Now,  the  act  to  which  reference  is  had 
in  this  bill  provides  that  there  shall  not  be  a  draw 
of  less  than  three  hundred  feet  in  width. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  am  willing  the  bill  shall 
be  so  amended  as  to  require  the  draws  to  be  not 
less  than  three  hundred  feet  in  width. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  If  there  be  no  objection  I  will 
accept  that  amendment. 

There  vjas  no  objection. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
bill  would  be  more  acceptable  to  mo  if  the  gentle- 
man would  acceptan  amendment  striking  out  the 
whole  (iroviso. 

^,  Mr.  MALLORY.  Icouidnotdothatof  course. 
-;;  Mr.  PENDLETON.  This  bill  provides  that 
this  bridge  may  be  built  ten  feet  above  high-water 
mark,  and  in  thalrespect  differs  from  evei'y  bridge 
that  has  been  authorized  to  be  built  over  the  Ohio 
river.  Tlie  gentleman  from  Kentucky  explained 
that  this  difference  was  made  necessary  by  the 
character  of  the  country  in  the  neighborhood, 
which  would  not  permit  the  construction  of  the 
bridge  at  the  usual  elevation. 

Now,  sir,  I  submit  that  this  is  a  question  of 
navigation  of  the  river  and  not  of  the  adjacent 
country. 

1  imagine  that  it  is  easy  enough  at  a  little  addi- 
tional expense  and  with  a  little  more  trouble  to 
build  a  bridge  as  high  as  may  be  necessary  not  to 
interrupt  the  free  navigation  of  the  river.  1  un- 
derstand there  is  no*difficulty  in  building  an  em- 
bankment a  sufficient  distance  from  the  river  to 
make  a  proper  grade  fo^- a  bridge  the  usual  height. 
If  it  be  necessary,  in  order  to  secure  the  uninter- 
rupted navigation  of  the  Ohio  river,  to  require  that 
other  bridges  shall  be  at  least  seventy  feet  above 
low-water  mark,  I  know  of  no  reason  why  the 
same  requisition  should  not  be  insisted  on  in  this 
case. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  of  course 
aware  of  the  difficulty  there  is  at  anytime  in  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  at  this  point.  Allow  water 
there  is  no  navigation,  and  at  high  water  the  nav- 
igation is  dangerous  and  difficult.  If,  therefore, 
a  bridge  be  built  at  this  point  just  above  the  surface 
of  the  channel  or  at  any  altitude  less  than  that 
which  has  been  found  necessary  in  the  case  of 
other  bridges,  it  w'.ll  be  found,  I  apprehend,  a  very 
material  obstruction  to  the  free  navigation  of  the 
river. 

The  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  that 
the  bridge  will  be  an  improvement  to  the  naviga- 
tion rather  than  an  obstruction,  by  directing  the 
boats  to  the  channel,  was  sufficiently  an-swered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  the  other  day  in  an- 
other case,  when  he  said  that  the  pier  of  a  bridge 
had  been  found  to  be  a  very  aerious  obstruction 
to  navigation.  So  I  ajipreliend  it  will  be  found 
to  be  in  tliis  instance,  at  least  unless  great  care 
is  taken  in  building  this  bridge.  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman  wliether  lie  has  the  report  of 
any  scientific  man  to  tiic  effect  that  the  construc- 


tion of  thi.^  bridge  as  is  now  proposed  would  not 
impede  navigation. 

Air.  ARNOLD.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman 
that  one  of  tlic  most  experienced  steamboat  mfm 
on  the  Ohio,  to  whom  Tread  the  bill,<^ave  his 
opinion  as  an  expert,  that  a  bridge  built  in  the 
manner  provided  by  this  bill  would  not  at  all  im- 
pede the  navigation  of  that  river.  But  that  ques- 
tion, I  appreliend,  is  settled  by  the  proviso  which 
makes  a  condition  that  the  bridge  shall  not  be  so 
built  as  to  interfere  with  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  so  that  if  it  should  appear  hereafter  that  it 
■does  interfere  with  the  navigation  of  the  river,  the 
courts  will  order  it  to  be  torn  down.  The  courts 
would  not  allow  such  a  structure  to  remain,  be- 
cause Congress  will  have  prohibited  its  being  built 
in  such  manner  as  to  interfere  with  navigation. 
This  proviso,  I  think,  constitutes  a  complete  guard 
against  the  difficulty  the  gentlenifin  fears. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  The  courts  might  order 
it  to  be  torn  down,  unless  Congress  should  de- 
clare it  to  be  a  post  road  or  something  of  that 
sort;  and  there  seems  to  be  a  great  disposition 
upon  the  part  of  Congress  to  do  such  things.  The 
gentleman  will  remember  that  we  have  had  a  rail- 
road bill  in  tills  House  now  for  sometime. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD  sought  the  floor. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  yield  with  great  pleas- 
ure to  the  gentleman  from  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  think  when  the  gentle- 
man yields  the  floor  he  will  yield  it  to  me,  as  the 
gentleman  himself  holds  it  by  my  courtesy. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  The  gentleman  yielded 
to  me,  but  yielded  unconditionally,  as  1  under- 
stood him. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Notatall.  T  still  retain  the 
floor,  but  I  will  cheerfully  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  MOORFIEAD.  I  desired  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  a  question.  The  gentleman 
gave  the  authority  of  a  steamboat  man,  who  is  an 
expert,  that  a  bridge  with  tliose  draws  would  not 
be  an  obstruction  to  navigation.  Such  a  man 
would  be  regarded  as  a  curiosity  almostany  where 
in  the  West.  1  know  of  no  steamboat  man  who 
does  not  believe  that  a  bridge  constructed  ten, 
thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  feet  above  high-water  mark 
would  be  an  obstruction  to  navigation,  and  a 
bridge  only  ten  feet  above  high-water  mark  would 
not  only  be  an  obstruction  but  a  destruction  to 
navigation.  1  desire,  therefore,  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman the  name  of  his  authority. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  His  name  is  Russell  Blakely, 
and  I  understand  he  is  an  old  boatman  upon  the 
Ohio  river. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  hope  that  the  House 
will  consider  this  question  maturely  and  not  per- 
mit the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  to  be  inters 
fered  with,  as  would  be  the  case  if  the  bill  be 
passed  in  its  present  shape.  I  do  not  want  to  pre- 
vent the  crossing  of  the  Ohio  river  by  bridges 
where  theyare  necessary  ;  but  I  do  not  want  them 
so  constructed  that  they  will  interfere  with  the 
navigation  of  the  river.  It  is  not  impossible  to 
do  that  by  building  them  high  enough,  and  I  say 
that  it  is  better  to  do  that  than  to  destroy  the  nav- 
igation of  the  river. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  have  to  say  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  and  tlie 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Moorhead] 
that  I  have  already  explained  how  this  bridge 
would  be  constructed,  and  would  be  required  to  be 
constructed.  It  is  not  proposed  that  the  bridge  shall 
impede  the  navkgation  of  the  Ohio  river  at  all,  nor 
is  it  proposed  that  the  boats  shall  pass  under  the 
bridge,  but  thro'ugli  the  draws  when  the  river  is 
high  enough  for  them  to  pass  over  the  falls,  and 
through  the  canal  when  the  water  is  too  low  in 
the  river  for  the  navigation  of  the  falls.  The 
draws  are  to  be  constructed  at  the  head  of  two 
chutes,  and  there  is  only  one  chute  through  which 
boats  can  be  passed  except  under  extraordinary 
circumstances.  These  drawsare  to  be  large  enougli 
for  the  passage  of  the  largest  boats;  and  as  I  have 
said  before,  the  draws  will  be  an  index  to  the 
boatmen  as  to  where  the  chute  is  by  which  they 
.shaTl  pass  over  the  falls.  1  will  say  to  the  House 
that  the  great  difficulty  in  navigating  the  falls  of 
the  Ohio  consists  in  the  pilots  not  knowing  exactly 
where  the  chute  is  by  which  they  can  pass  over 
the  falls.  These  draws  will  act  as  buoys,  and  to 
that  extent,  instead  of  being  an  obstruction  will 
be  an  aid  to  the  navigation  of  the  river.  There 
in  no  question  on  that  point  at  ull. 


Mr. MOORHEAD.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky  says  that  this  bridge  will  cross  at  the  fails 
of  the  Ohio  river,  where  llie  navigation  is  diffi- 
cult. We  all  know  that  who  know  anything 
about  the  river.  Now,  suppose  a  case:  a  boat  is 
passing  down  the  river  at  the  time  of  high  water 
where  the  draw  shows  the  chute  to  be,  and  at 
that  instant  a  train  of  cars  comes  along  and  wants 
to  use  the  bridge.  Tiie  boat  is  in  the  midst  of 
the  chute  and  cannot  turn  back.  Here  then  de- 
struction is  evident  to  the  boat  or  the  bridge  or 
the  train  of  cars.  Recentevents  have  shown  that 
these  drawsare  nothing  belter  than  "man-traps," 
and  it  is  proposed  to  have  a  bridge  across  the 
Ohio  river  with  three  draws  or  three  traps  for 
the  destruction  of  life  and  property.  I  hope,  sir, 
that  we  will  do  everything  to  prevent  any  repeti- 
tion of  the  Norwalk  disaster. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has 
decided  that  these  bridges  should  be  ninety  feet 
above  high-water  mark,  after  the  longest  trial  and 
the  taking  of  more  testimony  than  was  ever  taken 
in  any  other  case. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  have  not  yielded  to  the 
gentleman  froiri  Pennsylvania  to  make  a  speech. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  If  we  are  to  be  choked  off 
from  argument,  I  hope  that  the  House  will  choke 
down  the  bill. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  do  not  think  that  the  gen- 
tleman can  be  choked  at  all.  I  do  not  think  that 
his  voice  can  be  stopped,  as  I  have  experience  to 
know. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN  rose       , 

Mr.  MALLORY.     I  will  yield  to  the  gentle-  • 
man  presently.. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  supposes  a 
case  of  a  train  going  over  the  bridge  and  plunging 
down  into  the  river..  We  do  not  propose  to  provide 
against  all  possible  cases  to  be  suggested  by  the 
imaginative  gentleman.  Because  a  train  is  plunged 
into  the  river  by  running  at  an  immense  speed, 
shall  all  railroads  be  obliterated .'  I  take  it  that 
arrangement  will  be  made  by  the  managers  of  the 
railroads  and  the  keepers  of  the  draws  which  will 
provide  against  the  probable  occurrence  of  such 
accidents  as  the  gentleman  imagines.  Human 
precaution  cannot  provide  aftsoZuieij/ against  such 
accidents. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Moor- 
head] speaks  of  pierssomewhereexisting,  against 
whicii  the  flatboats  of  Pennsylvania  run.  Well, 
that  cannot  be  the  case  here.  Even  if  it  be  true 
that  these  flatboats  would  strike  one  of  these  piers, 
it  is  true  that  if  the  piers  were  not  there  they 
would  run  against  the  rocks  upon  which  the  piers 
are  to  be  constructed.  In  the  fact  that  these  piers 
show  where  the  chutes  are,  we  find  the  ground 
for  the  assertiim  that  they  act  as  buoys  in  the 
manner  I  have  mentioned. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton] 
inquires  why  we  do  not  build  this  bridge  as  high 
as  the  other  bridges  which  cross  the  Ohio,  ninety 
feet  high,  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
says  the  courts  have  decided  shall  be  their  height. 
If  that  is  the  decision  of  the  courts,  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  canabate  that  bridge  afti  r  it  is 
made,  or  by  injunction  prevent  our  proceeding 
with  its  construction.  Then  why  fight  so  per- 
sistently our  effort  to  get  through  a  bill  which 
the  people  of  Pittsburg  can  wipe  out  in  a  moment.'^ 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  says  the  bridgi^  should 
be  built  as  high  as  the  other  bridges,  and  asks 
me  why  it  is  not.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  says  it  may  cost  a  little  more  to  build  the 
abutments  to  make  the  bridge  high.  Let  me  tell 
geni-lemen  we  would  have  to  go  several  miles  back 
into  Kentucky  to  commence  these  abutments  on 
whicli  to  construct  a  railroad  bridge  one  hundred 
feet  high  over  the  Ohio  at  the  falls.  The  land  on 
the  Kentucky  side  is  low,  and  it  continues  Iowa 
mile  back  from  the  city  of  Louisville.  After  that 
it  begins  to  descend  in  a  contrary  direction  from 
the  Ohio  river,  and  the  waters  fall  into  Salt  river 
in  that  direction,  and  engineers,  who  probably 
know  as  much  about  these  matte.rsas  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  say  it  is 
very  difficult  to  support  a  bridge  so  as  to  give  it 
the  proper  elevation  ai^d  not  have  the  plane  too 
much  inclined  to  suit  the  purposes  of^  railroad 
travel.  For  that  reason  I  have  avoided  the  re- 
quirements of  the  original  bill  in  that  respect— 
and  1  think  the  reason  will  be  satisfactory  to  the 
House — and  have  provided  that  draws  shall  \to 
built. 
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Mr.  STEVENS.  If  I  undcrstnnd  the  bill,  by 
hearing  it  roail,  its  provisions  apply  to  oilier 
Lridgts  besides  this  one  nt  thu  fails 

Mr.  MALLORY.  No,  sir;  not  one.  The  sec- 
ond section  has  been  stricken  out. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  the  special 
language  made  use  of  in  the  fourth  amendment. 
Tlie  language  is  "interrupt  navigation."  The 
location  of  the  bridge  is,  of  course,  not  designated 
in  the  act.  It  may  be  constructed  above  or  be- 
low a  given  point.  The  location  will  depend  upon 
the  interest  of  the  company;  upon  the  eligibility 
of  the  site,  and  not  upon  the  state  of  the  river. 
The  word  "  interrupt"  is  too  indefinite  to  be  used 
in  such  an  act.  It  seems  to  me  that  some  word 
should  be  used  which  would  go  further,  and  make 
the  company  liable  for  any  damages  which  may 
grow  out  of  the  construction  of  this  bridge.  I 
suggest,  therefore,  if  the  gentleman  is  right  in  the 
theory  that  the  navigation  is  not  to  be  injured  by 
the  structure  at  all,  that  a  term  be  made  use  of 
strong  enough  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  navi- 
gation of  the  stream  is  not  to  be  impaired.  I 
would  insert  after  the  word  "interrupt,"  the 
■words  "  or  in  any  wise  impair  the  navigation." 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Suppose  a  boat  were  re- 
quired to  wait  until  the  draw  could  be  opened, 
that  would  be  to  thatextentan  obstruction  of  the 
navigation  of  th.e  Ohio.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
word  "  impair"  would  be  construed  to  mean.  I 
think  "  interrupt"  is  sufficiently  definite. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  will  move,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  to  amend 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  interrupt"  the  words 
"  or  impair." 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to 
yield  for  that  amendment. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  Was  the  previo^is  ques- 
tion called? 

Mr.  MALLORY.  No,  sir;  but  I  have  the 
floor. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  an 
amendment.'' 

The  SPEAKER.  Only  by  consent  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  would  like  to  offer  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  MALLORY.     What  amendment.' 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  would  propose  to  strike 
out  "  ten"  and  insert  "  sixty,"  and  to  strike  out 
the  draws — these  man-traps. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  have  explained  to  the 
House  the  reasons  why  I  cannot  accept  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  Then  1  hope  the  House 
will  vote  down  the  bill. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Unless  other  gentlemen  wish 
to  make  further  remarks,  I  call  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  desire  to  know  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  the  meaning  of  the 
words  contained  in  line  seven  in  brackets  "stock- 
holders in  the  Louisville  Bridge  Company."  Do 
those  two  roads  own  the  wholcstock  of  the  bridge 
company.' 

Mr.  MALLORY.     I  think  they  do. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

I'he  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  en- 
grossed, it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

IDAHO  WAGON  ROADS. 

Mr.  ARNOLD,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
ftnd  Canals,  reported  back  House  bill  No.  323 
for  tlic  construction  of  certain  wagon  roads  in  the 
Territory  of  Idaho,  and  moved  that  it  be  post- 
poned for  ten  days  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MISSISSIPPI  RIVBIi  IMPB0VEMBNT8. 
Mr.  ALLISON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  construction  of  a  canal  for 
ilic  iinprovcinyiit  of  the  upper  rupida  and    the 


lower  Dcs  Moines  rapids  of  the  Mississippi  river; 
which  was  leiid  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  post- 
poned for  two  weeks,  and  be  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  LAND  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  that  Monday  night  next  be  set  apart 
for  the  business  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  that  these  night  sessionsareonly 
during  the  consideration  of  the  tax  bill,  and  that 
possibly  that  may  be  disposed  of  before  the  time 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  is  reached. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  We  are  willing  to  take  our 
chances  for  that. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  proposition  was 
agreed  to. 

WAR  INVESTIGATING  COMMITTEE  EXPENSES. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  report  back  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  the  Senate  joint  reso- 
lution (No.  37)  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the 
war. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.     I  object. 

THE  OLD  HOUSE  HALL. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  reported  a  joint  resolution  setting  apart 
the  old  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as 
a  hall  of  statuary;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read.  It  provides 
that  inasmuch  as  the  old  Hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  ia  now  worse  than  uselessly  oc- 
cupied, and  must  remain  a  thoroughfare  between 
the  two  wings  of  the  Capitol,  that  the  President 
be  authorized  to  invite  each  of  the  States  to  pro- 
vide and  furnish  statues  in  marble  or  bronze,  not 
exceeding  two  in  number  each,  of  men  who  have 
been  citizens  thereof,  illustrious  in  their  histor- 
ical renown  ov  distinguished  for  their  civic  or 
military  senncv's,  such  as  each  State  shall  determ- 
ine are  worthy  of  national  remembrance;  and 
that  the  said  Hall  be  set  apart  for  the  reception 
of  such  statuary.  The  resolution  also  sets  apart 
^24,000  of  the  funds  which  have  been,  or  shall 
hereafter  be,  appropriated  for  the  Capitol  exten- 
sion, to  be  used  in  fitting  up  the  Hall  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  send  a  letter  to  the 
Clerk's  desk,  and  ask  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

Architect'.s  Office,  United  States  Capitol, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  13,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  eptimated  the  cost  of  takins  up  the  present 
floor  of  ihe  old  Hall  of  Representatives,  removing  the  flag- 
stone pavement,  laying  a  new  floor,  like  that  of  the  Con- 
gressional Library,  or  of  the  Senate  vestibule,  and  the  put- 
ling  up  of  an  iron  railing  six  feet  high  to  form  a  passage 
through  the  Hall,  and  I  (ind  that  tliese  improvements  will 
amount  to  $24,000. 

The  resolution  provides  for  a  "  bronze  railing."  I  sup- 
pose, however,  that  an  iron  railing,  painted  in  imitation 
of  bronze,  is  intended,  and  I  have  so  estimated  it.  Such 
a  railing,  composed  of  bronze,  at  the  present  price  of  cop- 
per, would  cost  about  five  thousand  dollars  more  than  It 
would  if  made  of  irorn  as  suggested. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  U.  WALTER, 
Architect  United  States  Capitol  Extension, ^'c. 
Hon.  John  H.  Rice,  Chairman  of  Committee  on   Public 

Biuldings  and  Grounds.  • 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  understand  that  resolution  to  make  an  appro- 
priation, and  that  it  must  therefore  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Miiine.  The  resolution  makes 
no  appropriation,  but  inorely  provides  how  a 
portion  of  an  appropriation  already  made  shall 
be  used. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tl^e  Chair  so  understands 
it,  and  therefore  overrules  Ihe  question  of  order. 

Mr. MORRILL.  Mr. Speaker,  as  1  had  the  honor 
to  introduce  this  proposition,  I  desire  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  House  for  a  moment.  The  expan- 
sion of  ourcountry  from  the  old  thirteen  to  thirty- 
six  Slates  imposed  upon  us  the  burden  as  well  us 
the  privilege  of  buildingand  extending  a  structure 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  legislative  branches 
of  the  Government  and  npfiropriate  for  the  Capi- 
tol of  the  foremost  Republic  of  the  world.  This 
work  ia  now  approaching  completion.     Even  a 


war  waged  by  rebels  for  the  destruction  of  the 
Government  has  not  retarded  its  progress  for  a 
single  day.  The  old  Senate  Chambe^-  has  been 
already  fittingly  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  old  Hall  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, empty  and  deserted, remains  an  unappro- 
priated waste,  and  as  it  now  appears — draped  in 
cobwebs,  and  carpeted  with  dust,  tobacco  and 
apple  pomace — a  conspicuous  nuisance. 

Congress  is  the  guardian  of  this  fine  old  Hall, 
surpassing  in  beauty  all  the  rooms  of  this  vast 
pile,  and  should  protect  it  from  desecration.  Its 
noble  columns  from  a  quarry  exhausted  and  in- 
capable of  reproduction — 

"  Nature  formed  but  one. 
And  broke  llie  die  in  molding;" 

its  democratic  simplicity  and  grandeur  of  style, 
and  its  wealth  of  association  with  many  earnest 
and  eloquent  chapters  in  the  history  of  our  coun- 
try, deserve  perpetuity  at  the  hands  of  an  Amer- 
ican Congress.  It  was  here  that  many  of  our 
most  distinguished  men,  whose  fame  "  the  world 
will  not  willingly  let  die,"  began  or  ended  their 
career. 

It  appears  to  me  eminently  proper,  therefore, 
that  this  House  should  take  the  initiative  in  set- 
ting apart  with  reverent  affection  the  Hall,  so 
charged  with  precious  memories,  to  some  pur- 
pose of  usefulness  and  dignity.  To  what  end 
moreuseful  orgrand,and  at  the  same  time  simple 
and  inexpensive,  can  we  devote  it  than  to  ordain 
that  it  shall  be  set  apart  for  the  reception  of  such 
statuary  as  each  State  shall  elect  to  be  deserving 
of  this  lasting  commemoration?  Will  not  all  the 
States  with  generous  emulation  proudly  respond, 
and  thus  furnish  a  new  evidence  that  the  Union 
will  clasp  and  hold  forever  all  its  jewels — the 
glories  of  the  past,  civil,  military  and  judicial — 
in  one  hallowed  spot  where  those  who  will  be 
here  to  aid  in  carrying  on  the  Government  may 
daily  receive  fresh  inspiration,  and  new  incentives 

"To  scorn  delights  and  live  laborious  days;" 
and  where  pilgrims  from  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
as  well  as  from  foreign  lands,  may  come  and  be- 
hold a  gallery  filled  with  such  American  man- 
hood as  succeeding  generations  will  delight  to 
honor,  and  see  also  the  actual  form  and  mold  of 
those  who  have  inerasably  fixed  their  names  on 
the  pages  of  history. 

The  suffrages  of  no  State  will  fail  to  be  honestly 
and  fairly  bestowed,  for  no  local  shams  will  be 
intruded  where  the  judgment  of  the  world  is  sure 
to  be  challenged,  and  where  partisanship  loses  its 
current  value.  We  may  reasonably  expect  that 
the  State  contributions,  without  charge  to  the  na- 
tional Government,  will  speedily  furnish  here  in 
the  Capitol  of  the  nation  a  collection  of  statuary 
that  will  reflect  honor  upon  the  illustrious  dead, 
upon  the  Republic  found  to  be  neither  ungrateful 
to  its  distinguished  sons  nor  unmindful  of  its 
obligations;  and  incidentally,  it  may  be  hoped, 
there  will  be  brought  forth  worthy  monuments  to 
the  genius  of  the  artists  of  the  country  who  will 
vie  with  each  other  for  distinction  in  the  execution 
of  the  various  works  which  may  be  required. 

The  extension  of  the  Capitol  has  added  so 
much  space  to  existingaccommodations,  that  the 
old  Hall  is  not  required  as  a  warehouse  or  for 
committee-rooms,  and  it  is  impossible  to  divide 
and  distribute  it,  if  it  were  so  required,  in  any 
manner  that  will  be  satisfactory,  or  that  will  not 
disclose  an  awkward,  ill-begotten,  ill-born,  sec- 
ond-handed purpose,  while  if  it  shall  be  left  whole 
and  unmutilated'asit  now  is, and  only  decorated, 
as  now  proposed,  with  works  of  art,  it  will  ap- 
pear as  imposing  and  perfect  as»lhough  the  idea 
sprung  from  the  brain  of  the  architect  at  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Capitol. 

The  proposition  now  before  us  is  approved  of 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  (Mr. 
French,)  and  also,  after  thorough  scrutiny  of  all 
other  plans,  by  the  present  accomjilislu'd  archi- 
tect of  the  Capitol  extension,  (Mr.  Waller.)  I 
have  yet  to  hear  the  first  objection  to  the  propo- 
sition. 

All  the  work  required  at  present  is  a  new  floor 
and  a  suitable  bronze  or  iron  railing  for  the  pas- 
stige  way.  At  some  future  period  the  gallery  may 
have  to  be  removed,  but,  asit  was  an  excrescence 
at  the  start,  or  an  afier-tiioiight,  not  put  up  until 
the  Hall  had  been  completed,  there  will  be  no  ob- 
stacle to  its  removal  or  its  remodeling,  as  future 
convRnience  may  require. 

Before  the  Hall  can  have  a  suitable  light  for 
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Btatuary  a  new  roof  with  more  light  will  be  neces- 
sary, but  as  the  present  roof  is  a  wooden  onfe,  con- 
structed almost  entirely  of  combustible  materials, 
already  decaying,  a  new  fire-proof  roof  will  doubt- 
less ere  long  be  required,  whatever  may  be  done 
with  the  Hall.  This  can,  however,  be  postponed 
as  long  as  it  may  be  wise  or  safe  to  do  so,  and 
until  the  proper  time,  and  then  the  cost  will  be 
no  greater  to  have  it  adapted  to  the  object  now 
proposed  than  to  any  other.' 

We  have  a  large  amount  of  excellent  marble  of 
various  descriptions  lying  about,  not  required  for 
the  completion  of  the  Capitol,  and  therefore  oth- 
erwise useless,  which  can  be  used  forthefloorat 
this  time  at  less  expense  than  it  will  ever  again 
be  possible  to  obtain  it,  and  besides,  we  have  the 
machinery  now  ready  to  cut  and  finish  it,  pro- 
vided it  shall  be  so  determined. 

I  understand,  also,  that  it  has  been  proposed 
to  remove  the  high  bronze  railing  now  in  the  Li- 
brary for  a  smaller-sized  railing,  and  if  so,  and  it 
should  be  found  appropriate,  as  I  do  not  think  it 
will  be,  that  might  be  taken  to  serve  as  a  railing 
for  the  central  passage  proposed  through  the  Hall. 
Under  any  circumstances,  whether  the  new  mate- 
rials or  those  on  hand  shall  be  found  most  avail- 
able, the  expense  cannot  be  large,  and  hardly 
more  than,  or  different  from  what  a  prudent  pro- 
prietor would  expend  for  the  mere  preservation 
of  the  premises. 

Willie  the  times  demand  of  us  the  sternest 
economy,  I  know  of  no  object  to  which  so  small 
a  sum  can  be  devoted  with  purer  or  more  exalted 
motives,  and  none  more  likely  to  be  cordially 
grceled  by  the  patriotic  heart  of  the  nation. 

But  it  is  not  proposed  to  add  a  dollar  to  ourap- 
propriations.  It  is  merely  proposed  to  set  apart 
a  small  poilion  of  the  funds  (^500,000  recently 
voted  by  the  House)  for  the  completion  of  the 
Capitol,  and  the  whole  object  will  be  accomplished. 
That  fund  is  very  large,  and  I  think  no  one  will 
object  to  the  disposal  of  «o  small  a  portion  of  it 
in  the  manner  indicated. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  did  design  to  make 
some  remarks  upon  this  joint  resolution,  but  as 
the  morning  hour  is  just  expired,  and  as  I  am 
desirous  of  disposing  of  the  matter  this  evening, 
1  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House,  but  de- 
mand tlie  previous  question  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  joint  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  en- 
grossed, it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed — ayes  87,  noes  20. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  passed; 
and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had  examined 
and  found  truly  enrolled  bills  of  the  following  ti- 
tles; which  were  thereupon  signed  by  the  Speaker: 

An  act  (H.R.  No.  303)  to  amend  an  actentitled 
"  An  act  to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade  of 
line  officers  ofthe  United  States  Navy,"  approved 
July  16,  1862; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  301)  to  amend  an  apt  for  en- 
rolling and  calling  out  the  national  forces  so  as  to 
increase  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  the 
Provost  Marshal  General;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  287)  to  change  the  name  of 
the  district  and  port  of  Presque  Isle  to  the  district 
and  port  of  Erie. 

THE  EEBEL  STATES. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  House 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  relative  to 
the  reorganization  ofthe  rebel  States,  on  which 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  J.  C.  Allen] 
was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Mr.  Speaker,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  the  rebellious  States,  dif- 
fering with  the  majority  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  legislation  nroposed  by  this  bill,  as  well  as  to 
the  power  of  Congress  over  many  of  the  ques- 
tions it  involves,  1  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  while  I  present  some  of  the  reasons  that 
induce  me  to  withhold  from  it  my  support.  The 
mode  by  which  it  proposes  to  institute  State  gov- 
ernments is  new.    The  power  it  proposes  Con- 


gress shall  exercise  is,  in  my  judgment,  not  con- 
ferred by  the  Constitution  and  cannot  be  exercised 
except  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  the  States 
and  ofthe  people.  It  rs  the  offspring  of  a  revo- 
lutionary spirit  now  pervading  to  some  extent 
the  country, and  manifesting  itself  to  an  alarming 
degree  in  the  executive  and  legislative  depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  presaging  to  ours  the 
fate  of  the  republics  of  history,  where  civil  lib- 
erty was  lost  in  the  usurpation  and  centralization 
of  power. 

The  signs  of  the  times  are  portentous.  Our 
political  fabric  is  stirred  to  its  center.  Ambi- 
tion, civil  war,  taxation,  and  national  bankruptcy 
are  all  testing  at  the  same  time  the  power  and 
strength  of  our  system;  and  the  friends  of  free 
government  everywhere  are  anxiously  waiting 
for  the  hour  when  they  can  rejoice  in  its  triumph 
or  must  weep  over  its  downfall. 

In  this  hour  of  tempest  and  darkness,  I  fear  to 
launch  out  upon  unknown  and  untried  seas.  I 
prefer  to  keep  close  to  the  landmarks  and  follow 
the  charts  laid  down  by  the  fathers,  whose  expe- 
rience and  wisdom  enabled  them  to  point  out  the 
Scylla  and  Charybdis  which  may  wreck  our 
vessel  of  State,  laden  with  all  our  national  hopes. 

Educated  in  the  school  of  revolution,  having 
eaten  its  bitter'fruits  and  drank  its  poisonous  cup, 
they  have  left  us  their  wisdom,  embodied  in  the 
Constitution,  as  a  rule  for  our  government,  in 
war  no  less  than  in  peace. 

We  have  been  unmindful  ofthe  lessons  they  in- 
culcated, we  have  not  heeded  their  warnings,  we 
have  become  unfaithful  to  this  rule  of  govern- 
ment; hence  ourpresentperil.  Our  safety  for  the 
future  depends,  not  upon  new  and  untried  experi- 
ments dictated  by  the  prejudices  and  passions  of 
the  hour,  but  upon  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  as  the  great  funda- 
mental law  of  the  Government,  looking  to  an 
administration  of  the  same  upon  its  principles 
and  by  its  rules,  as  the  only  mode  by  which  we 
can  bring  order  out  of  confusion,  protect  and  per- 
petuate the  civil  liberty  of  the  citizen,  and  restore 
the  States  to  Union  and  peace. 

I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  who  is  to  blame  for 
our  present  difficulties,  whether  the  sin  rests  upon 
fanaticism  at  the  North  or  a  spirit  of  rebellion  at 
the  South.  If  I  were  to  do  so,  I  would  probably 
find  much  to  condemn  in  both  sections.  My  earn- 
est desire  is  to  see  the  Union  restored,  the  su- 
premacy of  the  Constitution  and  laws  vindicated, 
at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  with  the  least 
possible  expenditure  of  life  and  treasure,  and  the 
least  possible  detriment  to  the  material  interests 
of  the  States.  Already  an  ocean  of  blood  has 
been  shed,  a  half  million  of  lives  have  been  sac- 
rificed to  the  fell  spirit  of  discord.  Billions  of 
treasure  have  been  wasted.  1  would  not  add  one 
more  drop  to  ~that  ocean,  one  more  pang  to  the 
distress,  one  more  bcAly  to  the  hecatomb,  than 
was  necessary.  I  have  no  sympathy  with  a  man 
who,  led  on  by  the  madness  of  fanaticism  and 
love  of  strife,  can  press  forward  over  homes 
made  desolate,  governments  destroyed ,  over  fields 
of  carnage  and  States  laid  waste  by  fire  and  sword, 
and  laugh  "at  chaos  come  again,"  or  for  him 
whose  love  of  power,  whose  thirst  for  dominion, 
or  whose  desire  for  revenge,  would  lead  him  one 
step  beyond  the  point  where  Union  and  peace 
could  be  attained.  And  our  legislation  here  and 
our  operations  in  the  field  should  be  directed  to 
this  great  end. 

How  that  end  can  be  best  accomplished  is  a 
question  about  which  gentlemen  may  hotiestly 
differ,  for  the  human  mind  is  so  differently  organ- 
ized that  men  in  starting  out  from  the  same  prem- 
ises often  arrive  at  different  conclusions.  And  it 
would  be  strange  indeed  if  men  who  start  out 
from  different  standpoints  should  find  their  con- 
clusions in  accord. 

To  determine  whether  the  plan  proposed  in  this 
bill  is  one  that  will  accomplish  the  purpose  sought, 
we  ought  first  to  determine  what  relation  these 
rebellious  States  and  the  citizens  thereof  bear  to 
the  Federal  Government,  for  we  are  not  prepared 
to  vote  understandingly  upon  this  bill  or  to  judge 
correctly  what  these  States  need  until  we  have 
settled  thisquestion  in  our  own  ininds.  Judging 
from  the  debates  of  this  session  there  is  great  con- 
trariety of  opinion  upon  the  subject.  1  propose 
to  give  my  own  view  of  that  relation,  and  from  it 
deduce  the  reasons  upon  which  my  opposition  to 
tiie  bill  is  based. 


Are  they  States  in  the  Union;  or  have  they 
ceased  to  be  States  in  the  Union  und  are  their  citi- 
zens to  be  regarded  as  citizens  of  foreign  States  .' 
If  out  of  the  Union,  when  did  they  get  out  and 
how  did  they  become  foreign  States?  By  resist- 
ing the  authority  of  the  United  Slates  with  force? 
Surely  not.  They  could  not  thus  cutasunder  the 
ligaments  that  bound  them  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  release  themselves  from  the  obligations 
and  duties  which  they  owed  to  it,  unless  this  resist- 
ance had  been  carried  to  a  point  whore  the  Gov- 
ernment had  given  its  Consent  to  a  separation,  the 
point  at  which  all  revolutions  become  successful. 
It  will  not  be  contended  by  the  friends  of  this  bill 
that  that  point  has  been  reached.  Tlien  if  they 
have  not  thus  hewn  their  way  out  of  the  Union 
to  the  position  of  foreign  States,  how  else  could 
they  get  out.'  There  is  but  one  other  way,  and 
that  is  by  their  acts  or  rather  ordinances  of  seces- 
sion. If  they  could  go  out  by  act  of  secession 
without  consent  ofthe  Federal  Government,  then 
they  are  out,  and  they  are  foreign  States,  and  their 
citizens  owe  obedience  and  allegiance  to  another 
Government. 

Then,  the  war  we  have  been  waging  against 
them  is  not  a  war  to  vindicate  the  su|)remacy  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, but  a  war  of  conquest  for  the  subjuga- 
tion of  a  foreign  people.  If  they  became  foreign 
States  by  the  act  of  secession,  then  they  had  a 
right  to  secede.  If  they  had  no  right  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws  to  secede,  then  their  ordi- 
nances of  secession  were  void,  and  they  are  yet 
States  in  the  Union,  and  the  allegiance  and  obe- 
dience of  their  citizens  are  due  to  the  Federal 
Government,  in  all  that  the  Federal  Government 
has  a  right  to  demand. 

If  I  believed  these  States  were  out  of  the  Union, 
were  foreign  States, I  would  regard  this  warupon 
them  as  a  sin  in  the  sight  of  God  and  men,  since 
its  purpose  then  could  only  be  revenge  or  plun- 
der. We  would  have  no  more  right  to  wage  a 
war  for  their  conquest  than  we  would  have  to 
wage  war  upon  the  Canadasorany  other  foreign 
Power.  If  they  were  out  of  the  Union  and  for- 
eign States  by  act  of  secession,  peaceful  negotia- 
tion was  the  mode  that  Christianity  and  civiliza- 
tion would  point  out,  and  war  only  the  last  resort, 
when  all  other  means  of  settling  disputed  questions 
should  have  failed.  But  they  were  not  regarded 
by  the  Government  as  out  of  the  Union.  The 
President  and  Congress  did  not  so  regard  them. 
The  people,  when  they  rallied  under  the  call  for 
troops,  rallied  under  a  belief  that  the  war  was  a 
war  to  maintain  the  Union,  to  vindicate  the  su- 
premacy of  the  laws  over  men  and  States  in  re- 
bellion against  rightful  authority.  It  is  true  we 
treat  their  citizens,  when  captured  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  as  prisoners  of  war,  entitled  to  the 
rights  that  pertain  to  belligerents  under  the  usages 
of  war;  but  we  do  this,  not  because  we  regard 
them  as  citizens  or  soldiers  of  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, but  because  humanity  and  the  interest  of 
J.  our  own  soldiers  captured  by  them  require  that 
^we  should  thus  treat  them.  Hence  cartels  for  ex- 
change of  prisoners  are  agreed  upon,  &c. 

It  has  therefore  been  regarded  as  a  civil  war 
waged  beiweetj^two  powerful  parlies,  the  one  en- 
deavoring to  enforce  and  the  other  to  resist  the 
authority  of  a  Government  to  which  the  allegiance 
and  obedietice  of  both  are  alike  due. 

Is  this  bill  then  adapted  to  thecondition  of  these 
States,  and  can  we,  under  our  power  derived  from 
the  Constitution,  rightfully  do  what  the  bill  pro- 
poses? I  do  not  believe  the  measure  will  tend  to 
restore  peace  and  promote  Union,  but  rather  in- 
crease the  distrust  ai>d  discord.  I  am  satisfied 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  rebel- 
lious States  were  induced  to  consent  to  secession 
under  a  fear  that  their  rights  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, while  the  Government  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  present  party  in  power,  would  be  insecure; 
that  the  power  and  influence  ofthe  Government 
would  be  used  to  their  injury  and  their  humilia- 
tion. Nor  was  it  strange  thalsuch  a  fear  should 
exist,  for  they  had  been  taught  by  Washington, 
Jefferson,  Jackson,  Clay,  Webster,  Fillmore, and 
others  that  this  Government  would  not  be  able  to 
withstand  the  effect  of  a  party  in  power  organ- 
ized u[)on  a  sectional  idea  and  bounded  by  geo- 
graphical lines.  Believing  this,  they  took  tlie 
step  that  has  proved  so  disastrous  to  them  and 
to  us. 

Say  you  this  foar  did  not  justify  rebellion?     1 
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admit  it.  It  was  their  duty  to  have  remained  in 
the  Union  and  aided  in  averting  the  evil  they 
feared,  and  I  do  not  allude  to  it  for  the  purpose  of 
apologizing  for  them.  But  if  we  desire  their  re- 
turn to  allegiance  we  must  take  such  course  as 
will  be  calculated  to  remove  such  an  apprehension. 
It  would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  a  meas- 
ure actually  accomplishing  what  they  feared  would 
induce  their  return.  The  fear  was  the  inequality 
of  rights  ofjheir  States  in  tiie  Union,  and  tliat  the 
rights  of  their  citizens  would  be  infringed  by  the 
party  then  about  to  assume  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment. It  is  not  my  purpose  to  inquire  whether 
this  fear  was  well  founded.  It  is  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  of  this  argument  that  it  existed,  and  lliat 
It  prompted  them  to  attempt  secession. 

Tliis  bill  is  based  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
time  will  come  when  these  people  will  be  willing 
to  return  to  allegiance  and  duty.  But  it  contaitis 
provi.sions  which  destroy  the  equality  of  these 
States  and  curtail  the  rights  of  their  citizens.  I 
know  gentlemen  are  ready  to  answer  that  these 
people  have  forfeited  the  protection  which  the 
Constitution  gives  to  the  law-abiding  citizen  and 
have  no  right  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  Con- 
stitution. I  answer,  they  have  rendered  them- 
.selves  amenable  to  the  penalties  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution  and  laws  by  their  rebellion,  and  it 
will  remain  with  the  Government  to  say  how  far 
these  penalties  may  be  inflicted  upon  them  when 
agnin  brought  within  their  reach;  but  you  can 
only  inflict  p(MKilties  on  individuals.  You  cannot, 
and  ought  not  if  you  could,  to  fix  the  badge  of 
inequality  upon  the  States,  fori  assume  if  these 
State.s  are  liot  entitled  to  equality  of  right  in  the 
Bisterhood  of  States  then  they  ought  not  to  be  in 
the  sisterhood.  This  is  the  tlreory  of  our  Con- 
stitution and  has  ever  been  the  practice  of  the 
Government.  No  plan  for  the  reorganization  of 
these  States  will  be  successful  that  does  not  keep 
this  fact  in  view.  Their  reorganization  on  any 
other  basis  will  only  be  efl^ected  by  force,  and 
their  people  will  only  yield  such  obedience  to  the 
Government  as  is  exacted  by  force. 

The  President's  plan,  as  set  forth  in  his  amnesty 
proclamation  of  December  last,  is  subject  to  the 
same  objection.  The  House  will  pardon  me  if 
for  a  moment  I  wander  from  my  argument  upon 
this  bill  to  pay  a  passing  notice  to  that  proclama- 
tion, although  it  may  be  deemed  a  work  of  su- 
f)ererogalion  to  discuss  a  document  of  such  un- 
imited  pretension  that  has  so  soon  fallen  into  such 
general  contempt.  In  regard  to  it,  I  agree  with 
much  that  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Davis,]  that  it  is  not  worth  the  paper 
upon  which  it  is  written;  that  the  President  pos- 
sessed no  constitutional  power  to  enforce  it;  that 
it  is  a  dead  letter  except  in  the  presence  of  the 
Army.  That  it  was  intended  to  increase  the  Presi- 
dent's power  on  the  floor  of  the  House  and  of  the 
Senate,  and  rhore  particularly  in  the  electoral  col- 
lege, are  facts  too  palpable  to  be  successfully  con- 
troverted. I  know  that  the  President's  right  to 
issue  and  enforce  it  is  defended  by  some  upon  the 
ground  that  in  time  of  war  the  President  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief may  do  what  in  Jiis  judgment 
may  seem  meet;  that  in  war  he  is  released  from 
constitutional  restraints,  and  that  the  constitu-. 
lional  rights  of  the  citizens  as  well  as  of  States 
may  be  disregarded  by  him;  that  under  his  war 
power  he  can  suspend  such  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution as  stand  in  the  way  of  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  plans,  leaving  to  him  to  be  the  exclu-"" 
Hivejudgoof  itsnccessity;and  in  this  proclamation 
he  claims  the  right  to  dictate  to  the  States  what 
shall  and  what  shall  not  be  in  theirState  constitu- 
tions; what  laws  shall  and  what  laws  shall  not  be 
upon  their  statute-books;  who  shall  be  and  who 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  elective  franchise^* 
when  Ileprescntativea  and  Senators  shall  be  en- 
tilled  to  seats  upon  this  floor  and  in  the  Senate, 
and  when  the  States  shall  be  represented  in  the 
electoral  college.  1  need  not  say  that  such  powers 
nrc  not  only  dangerous  to  civil  liberty,  but  that 
their  exercise  is  military  usurpation.  If  he  can 
in  time  of  war  suspend  one  portion  of  the  Con- 
stitution under  (he  pretext  of  military  necessity, 
he  can  suspend  the  whole  instrument,  and  make 
his  power  not  only  absolute  but  perpetual;  he 
can  suspend  that  provision  of  liio  Constitution 
which  authorizt'S  the  people  to  elect  his  successor 
in  November  next,  and  install  him  into  office  on 
the  4th  of  March  following;  iie  can  issue  his 
niandalc  and  dispuisc  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 


gress; he  can  send  his  posse  into  your  court-rooms 
and  drive  the  judges  from  the  bench.  All  these 
things  he  can  do  if  he  has  power  to  do  any  one  of 
them,  and  he  has  the  same  right  to  do  any  or 
all  of  them  that  he  has  to  dictate  to  a  State  what 
its  State  constitution  shall  or  shall  not  contain. 
What  power  the  President  possesses,  either  in 
peace  or  in  war,  he  derives  from  the  Constitution. 
Whatever  powers  he  exercises  must  be  exercised 
in  pursuance  of  its  warrant,  and  when  he  steps 
beyond  the  power  conferred  by  that  instrument 
he  becomes  to  that  extent  a  usurper. 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  our  fathers,  emerging 
from  a  baptism  of  blood  shed  in  resisting  the 
usurpations  of  George  HI,  would  have  given  us 
a  Government  and  called  it  a  free  Government,  a 
republic,  in  which  the  President,  a  mere  servant 
of  the  people,  could,  by  involving  the  country  in 
war,  become  as  absolute  in  his  power  as  any 
despot  upon  a  throne.'  Such  a  construction  would 
make  the  Constitution  contain  the  seeds  of  its  own 
destruction.  The  doctrine  is  the  offspring  of  a 
spirit  of  revolution;  its  aim  is  the  overthrow  of 
constitutional  government,  and  its  end  the  annihi- 
lation of  civil  liberty. 

But  to  come  back  toaconsiderationof  thisbill. 
It  purports  to  be  "a  bill  to  guaranty  to  certain 
States,  whose  governments  have  been  usurped  or 
overthrown,  a  republicanform  of  government." 
It  proposes  to  authorize  the  President  to  appoint 
a  provisional  governor  for  each  of  these  States, 
"and  that  as  soon  as  military  resistance  to  the 
United  States  shall  be  suppressed  and  the  people 
thereof  sufficiently  return  to  their  allegiance  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,"  the  governors 
thus  appointed,  through  the  marshals  and  their 
deputies,  shall  enroll  the  citizens  of  those  States, 
requiring  those  thus  enrolled  to  take  an  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  if  a  number  equal  to  one  tenth  of  those 
enrolled  shall  talce  such  oath,  then  the  governor 
shall  issue  his  proclamation  calling  a  State  con- 
vention to  adojji  a  Stale  constiiulion,  and  fixing 
the  number  of  delegates. and  places  of  voting,  &c. 

I  have  given  the  substance  of  the  first  three 
sections  of  the  bill.  Tliis  bill  in  some  respects 
is  ah  improvement  upon  the  President's  plan  of 
reconstruction.  It  preserves  the  geographical 
boundaries  of  the  States,  and  would  prevent  the 
division  of  one  of  these  States  into  two  or  more 
States.  It  also  in  a  subsequent  section  provides 
that  Congress  shall  determine  when  they  have 
sufficiently  reformed  their  State  governments  as 
to  entitle  them  to  a  representation  upon  this  floor 
and  in  the  Senate.  It  vindicates,  to  this  extent, 
the  dignity  and  power  of  Congress  over  these 
questions,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  obnoxious  to 
serious  objections,  some  of  which  are  embraced 
in  the  President's  plan.  One  of  the  most  prom- 
inent is  that  it  carries  out  a  feature  in  the  Presi- 
dent's plan  which  enables  one  tenth  of  the  citi- 
zens to  make  constitutions  and  laws  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  other  niiie  tenths. 

The  President  would  have  created  a  sort  of 
order  of  nobility,  the  patent  whereof  he  proposed 
to  bestow,  not  lor  eminent  service  to  the  Stale  or 
upon  the  field,  or  for  valuable  discoveries,  wliich 
is  usual  in  Governments  where  these  orders  are 
created,  but  on  account  of  tiieir  sycophancy,  in 
taking  an  oath  to  support  and  maintain  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamations  as  coming  within  his  pre- 
rogative and  power.  Tiiis  bill  proposes  to  confer 
the  same  dignity  u])on  one  tentli,  but  for  a  dif- 
ferent reason;  but  it  is  no  less  objectionable  in 
principle. 

Tliis  bill  is  based  upon  the  idea  that  these  are 
yet  Slates  in  the  Union  with  the  State  govern- 
ments usurped  or  overthrown.  What  then  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  done  to  restore  rightful  rule  within 
their  limits?  They  have  the  same  constitutions 
and  the  same  laws  they  had  before  the  rebellion; 
they  have  not  been  abrogated  nor  changed;  no  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  change  them  in  any  very 
important  particular  except  in  the  change  of  the 
form  of  oath  which  officers  of  State  should  take 
when  they  are  required  to  take  an  oath  to  sup- 
port the  constitution  of  the  confederacy  instead 
of  the  oath  to  supi)ort  th<;  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Theirconstitutions  in  this  respectare 
not  really  changed.  Having  no  power  to  secede, 
not  being  out  of  the  Uinon,  the  change  in  this  re- 
gard is  void  and  has  no  elfecl;  so  with  whatever 
legislation  has  been  had  in  contravention  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  it  being  the  su- 


preme law  of  the  land  operating  there  as  elsewhere. 
What,   then,  is  needed.'    Not  constitution  and   4/ 
laws;  they  have  them  already.     Buitheir  oflices,      *. 
executive,  ministerial,  judicial,  and  legislaiive, 
have  been  usurped  and  their  functions  performed.    . 
by  men   who  refused  to  acknowledge  their  obli- 
gations to  ihe  Federal  Government,  and  who  have 
been  sustained  in  this  refusal  by  military  force. 
What  is  needed,  then,  is  new  incumbents  in  these 
offices,  men  who  will  acknowledge  the  authority 
of  ihe  Federal  Government  and  pay  respect  and  « 
obedience  to  its  laws.     They  require  a  reform'  in 
the  administration  of  their  Slate  governments  al- 
ready existing.     When  this  reform  is  wrought, 
all  conflict  between  the  Federal  Government  and 
the  Slate  governments  will  cease. 

When  can  this  reform  be  wrought?  I  answer 
in  the  language  of  this  bill: 

"  It  can  and  will  be  winught  as  soon  as  military  resist- 
ance to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  suppressed, 
and  the  people  thereof  shall  have  sufficiently  remnied  to 
their  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States." 

It  is  just  at  this  point  that  this  bill  proposes  to 
inaugurate  new  constitutions  and  laws;  and  just 
at  this  point  I  submit  that  this  bill  will  not  be 
needed,  for  when  the  military  power  shall  have 
been  suppressed  and  the  people  shall  return  to 
their  allegiance,  they  will  see  to  it  that  their  offices, 
executive,  judicial,  ministerial,  and  legislative, 
are  filled  by  men  who  will  respect  the  aulho-rity 
of  the  United  States.  These  States  do  not,  nor 
will  they,  occupy  toward  the  General  Govern- 
ment the  relation  of  Territories.  Nor  do  they 
occupy  the  relation  to  the  Government  that  this 
District  does.  Hence  no  authority  can  be  found 
to  authorize  this  legislation  in  those  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  relating  to  Territories  or  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Nor  will  they  occupy  the  re- 
lation to  the  Government  that  conquered  prov- 
inces occupy  to  the  Government  making  the  con- 
quest. Usually  the  laws  of  the  conquered  are  so 
cTifferent,  so  antagonistic  to  the  laws  of  the  con- 
queror as  to  require  radical  change  to  adapt  them 
to  their  new  relation.  But  such  is  not  the  case  in 
these  Stales.  Their  constitutions  and  their  laws 
are  such  as  have  always  been  recognized  by  the 
Federal  Government  as  republican  in  form  and 
consonant  with  the  principles  of  our  Constitu- 
tion. Hence  the  power  to  enforce  upon  these 
people  the  provisions  of  this  bill  must  be  found 
in  some  other  provision  of  that  instrument.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis]  contends 
that  he  discovers  the  power  in  section  four,  arti- 
cle four,  of  the  Constitution,  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

'■  The  United  Stales  shall  guaranty  to  every  Stale  in  the 
Union  a  republican  fortn  of  government." 

That  provision  cannot  apply  to  Stales  already 
having  constitutions  and  laws  republican  in  form. 
The  inlerprelation  which  he  gives  the  clause  is 
not  sustained  either  by  the  language  itself  or  by 
the  opinions  or  acts  of  those  who  incorporated  it 
into  the  Constitution,  who  of  all  men  are  sup- 
posed to  know  best  what  it  did  mean. 

The  character  of  a  Government,  whether  re- 
publican or  otherwise,  is  determined  by  its  con- 
stitution and  laws.  Now,  if  these  Stale  consti- 
tutions and  laws  are  republican  in  form,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  there  can  be  no 
necessity  for  instituting  new  constitutions  by 
action  of  Congress,  as  proposed  in  thisbill.  The 
republican  character  of  these  Slate  governments 
has  been  passed  upon  by  Congress,  some  of  them 
when  Congress  was  under  the  control  of  the  very 
men  who  made  the  Constitution. 

Again,  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Davis]  is  mistaken  when  he  supposes  the 
Constitution,  in  requiring  Congress  to  guaranty 
to  every  State  in  the  Union  a  republican  form  of- 
government,  meant  to  impose  upon  Congress  the 
duly  of  instituting  Slate  governments  for  the 
Slates,  fixing  provisions  in  their  Slate  conslilu- 
lions  prescribing  the  qualifications  of  voters,  and 
fixing  eligibility  of  tiio  citizen  for  office,  as  in 
this  bill.  All  that  was  intended  was  that  Con- 
gress should  see  that  the  Stales  enjoyed  repub- 
lican forms  of  government.  We  cannot  reason- 
ably infer  from  the  language  itself  that  anything 
further  was  intended. 

Now,  one  who  guaranties  the  performance  of 
a  contract  is  not  the  one  who  undertakes  to  per- 
form its  stipulations,  but  one  who  agrees  to  see 
them  performed,  and  to  be  answerable  for  their 
performance,     bo  when  Congress  is  required  to 
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guaranty  republican  forms  of  government  to  the 
Stales,  it  only  requires  that  Congress  shall  see 
that  the  Slates  enjoy  such  a  form  of  government, 
and  protect  them  in  its  enjoyment. 

If  the  gentleman's  interpretation  be  correct. 
Congress,  from  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
till  now,  has  been  remiss  in  its  duty  toward  some 
of  these  Slates  and' toward  other  States  in  the 
Union  in  neglecting  to  institute  newforms  of  gov- 
ernment for  them.  It  has  been  the  practice  of 
the  Government,  as  gentlemen  well  know,  to  let 
the  States  adopt  such  constitutions  as  in  their 
judgment  would  best  promote  their  own  interest, 
and  then  protect  the  States  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  State  governments.  And  this,  1  take  k,  is 
the  extent  of  the  obligation  as  well  as  the  extent 
of  the  power. 

But  this  bill  proposes  to  ignore  the  existence 
of  State  constitutions  and  State  laws,  and  to  in- 
stitute new  State  governments  without  inquiring 
whether  the  provisions  and  laws  dictated  by  Con- 
gress are  acceptable  to  the  people  or  nolvv^ho  are 
to  be  affected  by  them,  and  in  this  it  is  anti-re- 
publican and  in  violation  of  the  very  provision  of 
the  Constitution  under  which  it  seeks  to  main- 
tain it.  That  Government  only  is  republican 
where  the  people  are  directly,  or  through  their 
chosen  representatives,  consulted  as  to  the  laws 
by  which  they  are  to  be  governed.  And  this  bill, 
by  dictating  what  shall  be  and  whatshall  not  be  in 
their  constitutions  and  laws,  is  in  conflict  with  the 
'  principles  of  republican  government.  It  not  only 
undertakes  to  direct  what  shall  be  in  their  consti- 
tutions on  certain  subjects  in  the  seventh  section 
of  the  bill,  but  it  determines  also  who  shall  and 
who  shall  not  enjoy  the  elective  franchise  and  be 
eligible  to  office.  This  power  not  having  been 
conferred  by  the  Constitution  upon  Congress,  be- 
longs exclusively  to  the  State.  If  any  one  con- 
troverts this  position,  I  would  refer  him  to  the 
first  article,  second  section,  of  the  Constitution, 
where,  in  providing  for  the  election  of  Represent- 
atives to  Congress,  we  read  that  "  the  electors  in 
the  several  States  shall  hecve  the  qualifications  re- 
quisite for  electors  to  the  most  numerous  branch 
of  the  Slate  Legislature,"  leaving  the  conclusion 
irresistible  that  it  is  to  the  Stale  belongs  the  power 
of  determining  this  question. 

The  bill  is  obnoxious  to  the  further  objection 
that  it  gives  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  power,  through  his  military  governors  and  his 
provost  marshals,  to  mold  the  Constitution  and 
laws  to  suit  himself  on  questions  where  Congress 
does  not  intervene,  and  between  what  power  Con- 
gress exercises,  and  what  the  President,  through 
his  military,  would  exercise,  the  people  would 
have  none  left.  These  questions  should  be  left 
to  tlie  people  as  they  are  left  in  otherStates,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  Congress  or  the  Executive. 

It  is  true  that  only  those  who  have  held  office 
and  borne  arms  under  the  confederate  or  usurped 
authoi-tiies  are  excluded  from  voting  or  holding 
office,  but  Congress  cannot  undertake  to  make 
even  that  part  of  th^-  constitution  for  theru  with- 
out exceeding  its  amhority  and  destroying  that 
equality  of  right  which  should  exist  in  the  several 
Slates  of  the  Union.  Now,  the  fact  may  be,  and 
I  am  pretty  sure  that  it  is,  that  very  many  who 
have  borne  arms  in  the  confederate  service,  and 
have  in  this  way  resisted  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  in  their  hearts  have  loved  the  old 
Union  and  the  old  flag,  but  from  seeming  cir- 
cumstances have  felt  compelled  to  enter  the  rebel 
service;  others,  and  doubtless  many  of  them,  be- 
lieved with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[iVIr.  Stevens,]  that  their  States  were  actually 
out  of  the  Union,  that  they  were  foreign  States, 
and  that  their  obedience  and  their  allegiance  were 
due  to  another  government,  and  thus  believing 
took  up  arms  and  perhaps  took  office  under 
what  they  understood  to  be,  for  the  time  being, 
their  government,  but  who  would  rejoice  to  be 
again  back  in  the  old  Union,  and  yield  obedience 
to  its  laws  and  its  authority;  and  yet,  under  this 
bill,  while  you  would  exact  of  such  all  the  duties 
and  obligations  of  the  citizen,  you  would  deprive 
him  of  its  highest  and  most  exalted  privileges. 

1  confess,  sir,  that  in  my  view  it  is  a  very  grave 
ofTense  to  resist,  by  force  of  arms,  the  authority 
of  the  Government.  But  is  it  such  an  offense  as 
requires  Congress,  in  violation  of  constitutional 
right,  to  step  in  and  lake  away  from  the  ofTcnder 
the  elective  franchise?  If  so,  I  fear  that  some, 
who,  in  the  modern  acceptation  of  the  term,  are 


extremely  loyal,  would  suffer  from  such  a  law. 
Some  in  Massachusetts,  jn  Ohio,  and  in  my  own 
State  have  been  guilty,  in  times  past,  of  resisting 
the  authorities  of  the  United  Slates  in  enforcing 
the  fugitive  slave  law. 

I  should  oppose  congressional  intervention 
against  them  as  1  oppose  it  in  this  bill.  I  hope  all 
such  men  have  repented  of  that  sin,  and  I  believe 
the  people  of  the  South  will  repent,  atid  I  am  for 
leaving  to  those  who  have  sufficiently  returned  to 
their  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  determine  who  shall  and  who  shall  not 
enjoy  the  elective  franchise.  If  the  people  are 
not  capable  of  m.aking  constitutions  and  laws  for 
themselves,  then  our  form  of  free  government  is 
a  failure,  and  let  us  say  so,  and  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  change  it.  But  do  not,  under  the 
forms  of  a  republic  and  under  the  Constitution 
of  a  republic,  play  the  dictator.  Let  us  not, 
under  the  pretext  of  giving  to  the  States  a  repub- 
lican government,  force  upon  them  one  in  which 
the  main  features  of  a  republic  are  swallowed  up 
in  congressional  dictation. 

Again,  this  bill  requires  that  the  constitution 
which  the  State  shall  adopt  shall  contain  a  pro- 
vision "that  no  debt.  State  or  confederate,  cre- 
ated by  or  under  the  sanction  of  the  usurping 
power  shall  be  recognized  or  paid  by  the  State." 
That  is  also  a  question  that  ought  to  be  left  to 
the  State  to  determine.  There  were  many  men 
in  those  States  when  the  rebellion  first  broke  out 
who  had  their  property  taken  by  the  usurping 
State  authorities  under  a  promise  to  pay  for  it, 
men  who  were  then  and  are  yet  true  to  the  Union, 
but  who  were  left  without  any  protection  from 
the  Federal  Government,  who  were  left  to  the 
mercy  of  ^he  usurping  power;  and  for  Congress 
to  compel  the  State  to  repudiate  such  an  obliga- 
tion and  leave  one  whom  the  Government  did  not 
and  could  not  protect  to  beggary  and  want  would, 
in  my  judgment,  be  to  commit  an  injustice  for 
which  there  can  be  no  excuse.  Let  the  State,  in 
the  exercise  of  a  wise  discretion,  determine  what 
ought  to  be  paid  and  what  ought  to  be  rejected. 
The  burden  of  such  payments  will  fall  upon  the 
people  of  the  States  if  they  see  fit  to  assume  them. 
Let  us  not  in  a  mere  wanton  exercise  of  power 
do  that  which  will  appear  unju.=!t  in  the  ey#s  of 
the  world.  We  can  trust  them  on  that  question 
if  we  can  trust  them  with  the  management  of  a 
State  government. 

But  there  is  in  this  same  section  seven  another 
provision  by  which  Congress  assumes  to  exer- 
cise a  power  which  does  not  belong  to  it.  I  al- 
lude to  the  second  provision  of  that  section,  which 
requires  these  States  to  incorporate  into  their 
constitutions  aclause  prohibiting  involuntary  ser- 
vitude. There  are  three  provisions  in  this  sec- 
tion that  Congress  d«clares  shall  be  in  their  State 
constitutions;  provisions  over  which  the  people 
of  the  State  to  be  affected  by  them  are  to  have  no 
control;  questions  reserved  to  the  States  by  the 
Constitution;  questions  which  Congress  cannot 
determine  for  tfiem  without  exceeding  its  author- 
ity, and  without  violating  the  principles  of  repub- 
lican government. 

The  twHfth  and  thirteenth  sections  of  this  bill 
also  contain  provisions  not  within  the  power  of 
Congress.  The  twelfth  section  abolishes  slavery 
in  these  States  as  far  as  an  act  of  Congress  can 
abolish  it.  It  not  only  abolishes  it,  but  it  takes 
away  from  the  courts,  as  far  as  an  act  of  Congress 
can  take  away,  the  power  of  passing  upon  the 
right  of  Congress  to  abolish  it.  It  declares  that 
if  any  one  declared  free  by  this  act  shall  be  held 
under  pretense  of  claim  to  service  or  labor,  the 
courts,  upon  habeas  corpus,  shall  discharge  such 
9.  one. 

The  thirteenth  section  attempts  to  give  legal 
effect  to  the  President's  proclamation  by  prescrib- 
ing the  punishment  of  those  who  shall  attempt 
to  restrain  the  liberty  of  any  one  declared  free  by 
that  proclamation. 

In  these  two  sections  as  well  as  in  section  seven 
the  advocates  of  this  bill  "  overleap"  all  consti- 
tutional barriers  and  press  on  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  their  purposes,  in  contempt  of  the  rights 
of  the  States  and  of  the  people,  sowing  broad- 
cast, as  they  go,  the  seeds  of  distrust  and  revo- 
lution, fulfilling  the  prediction  that  when  they 
obtained  the  power  they  would  trample  under  foot 
and  dishonor  the  Consliluiion.  If  this  House  shall 
have  determined  to  pass  this  bill,  I  have  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  anything  I  could  say  would  be 


heard;  since  to  its  advocates  the  freedom  of  what 
slnves'are  left  is  of  more  moment  than  the  Con- 
stitution j  which  secures  the  civil  liberty  of  our  own 
race. 

It  is  said  that  slavery  is  dead;  then  "let  the 
dead  bury  its  dead;"  but  let  us  address  ourselves 
to  the  work  of  saving  the  constitutional  liberty 
of  the  living;  let  us  direct  our  energies  to  a  res- 
toration of  orderand  peace,  taking  such  measures 
as  will  allay  the  ill  blood  rather  than  stir  up  ad- 
ditional sul)jects  of  strife  between  the  sections. 

But  gentlemen  say  we  must  bury  slavery  out  of 
our  sight.  If  the  people  desire  it  buried  let  it  be 
"done,  but  let  its  funeral  be  conducted  according 
to  the  covenants  of  the  Constitution.  In  our 
haste  to  get  it  out  of  our  sight  let  us  not  trample 
upon  rights  secured  by  that  covenant.  Let  us 
not  break  the  faith  pledged  by  the  fathers.  Let 
us  not  forget  that  by  a  faithful  and  strict  compli- 
ance with  our  obligations  in  giving  to  each  State 
and  each  individual  that  which  belongs  to  them, 
under  the  Constitution,  we  vindicate  the  law 
and  increase  our  own  security,  and  that  by  vio- 
lating its  provisions  we  ourselves  become  rev- 
olutionists. That  when  the  restraints  which  that 
instrument  places  upon  our  action  are  thrown  off, 
the  people  are  left  to  the  mercy  of  those  who,  for 
the  hour,  may  occupy  the  high  places  of  trust,  and 
thatliberly,  property,life,all,all  become  insecure; 
for  can  we  expect  the  people  to  reverence  a  Con- 
stitution which  rulers  violate  at  will,  or  respect 
the  law  which  rulers  treat  with  contempt.'  The 
disregard  of  constitutions  and  laws  has  already 
drenched  our  country  in  fraternal  blood,  and 
brought  bankruptcy  to  our  doors,  and  sorrow  to 
our  hearts.  Shall  we,  in  this  our  day  of  trouble, 
feed  the  S()irit  of  revolution,  by  cutting  loose  the 
Government  from  its  constitutional  moorings  to 
drift  out  upon  the  wave,  to  become  the  sport  of 
the  demon  of  discord;  or  shall  we,  like  men  who 
appreciate  the  blessings  of  constitutional  Gov- 
ernment and  of  peace,  order,  and  civil  liberty, 
show  our  devotion  to  them  by  adhering  to  the 
Constitution,  which  can  alone  secure  them.' 

Let  us  not,  in  our  effort  to  destroy  slavery  if 
it  be  alive  or  to  bury  it  if  it  be  dead,  destroy  the 
fundamental  law  of  our  Government,  and  leave 
our  own  race  a  prey  to  anarchy  or  despotism. 
If  slavery  must  needs  be  buried,  let  its  burial  be 
conducted  without  revolution  or  fraud,  that  the 
public  authority  may  not  be  brought  into  con- 
tempt. If  it  be  thus  buried  I  will  not  be  found  a 
mourner  in  its  funeral  train,  for  living  I  had  no 
love  for  it  and  dead  I  will  have  no  tear  to  drop 
upon  its  grave.  Some  one  suggested  that  when 
slavery  was  buried  upon  its  tombstone  should  be 
written,  "  Slavery — diedof  therebellion."  1  warn 
gentlemen  to  beware,  lest  beside  the  grave  of  sla- 
very be  found  another  grave  and  another  tomb- 
stone, whereon  history  will  write,  "  Civil  liberty 
— died  of  revolution." 

Mr.  SMITHERS.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  not  my 
purpose  originally  to  have  offered  any  suggestions 
in  support  of  the  bill  now  before  the  House;  but 
the  magnitude  of  the  interests  involved,  and  my 
connection  with  the  committee  from  which  it  ema- 
nated, render  it  perhaps  necessary,  certainly  ap- 
propriate, that  I  should  devote  a  brief  time  to  the 
explanation  of  its  provisions  and  an  enforcement 
of  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

In  performing  this  duty  1  will  avoid  all  sugges- 
tions of  a  partisan  character.-  I  approach  the 
subject  desiring  only  to  fulfill  a  constitutional 
obligation  and  to  afford  an  adequate  measure  of 
relief  to  ciiizens  who  by  the  destruction  of  civil 
government  suffer  the  evils  of  anarchy,  or  the 
scarcely  less  intolerable  burdens  of  merely  mil- 
itary rule. 

The  necessity  of  speedy  and  definite  action  upon 
this  question  seems  apparent.  Already,  Repre- 
sentatives from  States  whose  people  have  been  in 
rebellion  are  knocking  at  our  doors  for  admis- 
sion. Already  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  consequent  pronunciamientos  of  mil- 
itary commanders,  the  people  are  invited  to  erect 
civil  establishments;  and  unless  we  define  the 
terms  upon  which  these  governments  will  be  rec- 
ognized and  the  admission  of  Representatives  in- 
sured, questions  now  sufficiently  vexing  will  be 
rendered  more  difficult  of  solution. 

To  avoid  these  complications  and  authorita- 
tively to  announce  a  fixed  and  uniform  rule  for 
the  observance  of  those  who  desire  to  reestablish 
republican  forms  of  government  in  lieu  of  those 
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which  have  been  subverted,  this  bill  has  been  de- 
vised. Embodying  in  its  provisions  apt  words 
chosen  from  the  organic  law,  or  from  comment- 
aries of  almost  equal  authority,  it  eschews  all 
tlieories  concerning  the  status  of  the  States  whose 
people  are  in  rebellion,  and  accepts  as  an  admit- 
ted fact  the  overthrow  of  their  State  governments 
and  the  establishment  in  their  stead  of  usurpa- 
tions at  war  equally  with  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution  and  the  republican 
forms  whicii  we  are  bound  to  secure. 

Planting  itself  upon  the  special  ordinance  that 
"  the  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State 
in  this  Unii)n  a  republican  form  of  government," 
it  finds  its  justification  within  the  strict  limits  not 
only  of  constitutional  authority  butconstitutional 
requirement.  Recognizing  in  the  origin  and  prog- 
ress of  the  rebellion  a  power  which  by  the  ex- 
press volition  or  acquiescence  of  the  citizens  of 
these  States  had  abrogated  their  former  govern- 
ments, it  proceeds  upon  the  necessity  of  the  re- 
construction of  their  systems  by  the  primary  and 
organic  action  of  the  people.  Maintaining  that 
the  legislative  department  is  the  only  judge  con- 
cerning the  form  of  government  which  itis  bound 
to  guaranty,  it  denies  that  it  is  competent  for  the 
Executive  to  prescribe  the  conditions  or  to  de- 
clare the  requisites  necessary  to  make  that  guar- 
antee e/rective,and  that  as  the  consequence  of  the 
establishment  of  a  State  organization  is  the  right 
to  representation  upon  this  floor,  it  assumes  that 
no  power,  without  the  concurrence  of  this  House, 
can  decide  wlien  such  condition  adequately  exists. 

Such  being  in  brief  its  fundamental  principles, 
its  sjiecific  object  is  to  subs.titute,  as  rapidly  as 
consistent  with  national  safety,  for  the  uncertain 
and  unrestricted  operation  of  military  discretion 
the  fixed  and  definite  rule  of  an  established  civil 
magistracy,  governing  according  to  ascertained 
powers,  prescribed  by  the  express  will  of  the 
people.  Before  proceeding  to  analyze  the  special 
provisions  of  the  bill,  I  ask  attention  to  certain 
axioms  conferring  power  on  the  Government, 
limited  only  by  the  nature  of  the  duty  required 
to  be  [)erformed.  In  doing  this  I  shall  not  attempt 
any  crude  theories  or  speculative  disquisitions. 
It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  resort  to  powers  specific- 
ally conferred  by  the  Constitution,  and  to  argu- 
nifiits  drawn  directly  from  the  teachings  of  the 
father.s.  These  postulates  are  thus  clearly  and 
cogently  defined  by  Alexander  Hamilton,  in  No. 
il  of  the  Federalist: 

"  A  CJovemincnt  ouglit  to  contain  in  itself  every  power 
rrquisile  to  tlie  lull  accomplisliineiit  of  the  ohjects  coininit- 
ti^il  to  it?  can;  and  llm  complete  execution  of  the  trusts  for 
which  if  is  rcHpodsibie  ;  fiee  from  every  otiier  control  but 
a  reuard  lo  tlie  public  good  and  to  the  senile  of  the  people. 

"As  the  duties  of  superintendiiig  the  national  defense 
and  of  sivuriiigthc  pnhlic  peace  a;»ainsi  foreign  or  domestic 
violence  involve  a  provision  for  casualties  and  dangers, 
to  which  no  possible  limits  can  be  assigned,  the  power  of 
making  tliat  provision  ought  to  know  no  other  bounds  than 
the  <'xigencies  of  the  natiini  and  the  resources  of  the  com- 
munity." 

Subjected  by  the  Constitution  to  the  necessity 
of  the  guaranty  of  republican  governrnent  to  the 
States,  there  must  necessarily  accrue  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  the  right  not  only  to  declare  the  exist- 
ejice  of  the  contingency  on  which  its  action  is  in- 
voked but  to  determine  the  choice  of  the  means 
necessary  to  render  it  effectual. 

Being  a  political  power  it  is  necessarily  exclu- 
sive and  not  subject  to  the  supervision  of  any 
other  tribunal.  As  the  exigencies  requiring  the 
exercise  of  the  power  are  undefinable,  the  author- 
ity, conferred  is  equally  incapable  of  limitation, 
and  rests  in  the  sound  discretion  of  Congress  ap- 
plying' it.s  own  will  and  employing  its  own  judg- 
ment in  the  enforcement  of  its  own  guarantee. 

I'he  frnmers  of  the  Constitution  were  too  wise 
to  atiempt  to  set  bounds  to  that  which  in  its  very 
essuiuce  i.s  ini()ossible  of  definition,  and  instead  of 
imposing  any  restraint  they  ordained  the  sweep- 
ing clause  empowering  Congress  to  pass  all  laws 
necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effe'ct  any 
Dowcr  vesled  in  the  Government. 

Thi«  express  declaration  was  probably  not  ne- 
ceHsary — the  power  would  have  resulted  from  the 
imposition  of  the  duly — but  they  were  loo  cau- 
tious and  provident  to  leave  to  inference  a  grant 
c^WMilial  to  the  preservaiion  of  the  Union  and  the 
execntion  of  the  liigli  IruHt  to  maintain  the  su- 
prcinai'.y  of  the  United  States.  In  relation  lo  these 
))riiieipl(H  Mr.  Hnmiltoii,  iti  No.  34  of  the  Fed- 
eralist, uses  the  following  language: 
"  i;<>iiii(iiu(loiiii»r  civil  guvernment  nru  not  to  be  framed 


upon  a  calciiJation  of  existing  exigencies,  but  upon  a  com- 
bination of  these  with  tlie  probable  exigencies  of  ages  ac- 
cording to  the  natural  and  fried  course  of  liuman  affairs. 
Nothing,  therefore,  can  be  more  fallacious  than  to  infer  the' 
extent  of  any  power  proper  to  be  lodged  in  the  national 
Government  from  an  estimate  of  its  immediate  necessities. 
There  ought  to  be  a  capacity  to  provide  for  future  contin- 
gencies as  they  may  happen,  and  as  these  are  illimitable 
in  their  nature  so  it  is  impossible  safely  to  limit  that  ca- 
pacity." 

If  such  be  the  nature  of  discretionary  power 
lodged  in  a  Government  in  its  application  to  the 
subjects  of  its  ordinary  exercise,  liow  much  more 
does  it  require  thatit  should  be  unrestrained  when 
it  is  invoked  for  its  preservation. 

It  is  vain  to  attempt  to  control  the  discretion  of 
an  individual  who  acts  upon  the  impulse  of  self- 
defense.  It  is  worse  than  folly  to  ingraft  upon 
an  instrument  designed  to  perpetuate  its  own  ex- 
istence provisions  denying  a  capacity  equal  to  the 
occasion.  It  is  absurd  to  require  that  Congress 
shall  guaranty  a  republican  government  to  States, 
and  deny  the  right  of  judgmentas  to  the  exigency 
or  the  means  necessary  to  execute  the  trust.  To 
do  this  would  be  to  require  that  the  instrument 
should  invite  to  violations  of  its  own  provisions; 
and  as  every  breach  of  the  fundamental  law,  no 
matter  upon  what  necessity,  would  but  familiar- 
ize the  mind  with  infractions,  it  is  but  safe  to  infer 
that  the  Constitution  has  invested  us  with  power 
commensurate  with  the  duty  to  be  performed. 

1  am  aware,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  these  maxims 
are  or  ought  to  be  familiar;  that  they  are  axiom- 
atic principles  lying  at  the  foundation  of  every 
government  and  that  they  inhere  in  the  United 
States  as  fully  as  any  other  element  of  sover- 
eignty. Because  they  are  ancient  and  well  estab- 
lished I  have  chosen  to  propose  as  the  ground  work 
of  this  bill  these  fundamental  truths,  the  teachings 
of  those  great  masters  of  political  ethics  who  when 
they  had  builded  ournational  structure  engraved 
upon  its  portals  these  postulates  of  power  by 
which  to  enable  us  to  maintain  it  unimpaired, 
even  against  the  earthquakes  of  rebellion. 

With  this  brief  outline  I  pass  to  a  considera- 
tion of  the  principal  features  of  the  proposed  en- 
actment. 

It  is  the  purpose  6f  the  caramittee,  before  put- 
ting it  upon  its  passage,  to  change  the  provisiotis 
autl»orizing  a  State  government  to  be  reestab- 
lished by  one  tenth  and  to  require  the  assent  of 
a  majority  of  those  who  may  be  enrolled,  and  in 
ray  remarks  I  will  treat  the  bill  as  thus  modified. 

Much  of  the  bill  is  necessarily  devoted  to  the 
mere  machinery  by  which  it  is  to  be  operated. 
Its  leading  features  are  few  and  simple. 

The  first  idea  presented  is  that  no  State  can  or 
ought  to  be  recognized  as  capable  of  organization 
until  military  resistance  to  the  United  States  shall 
have  been  suppressed  therein  and  the  people  shall 
have  demonstrated  fidelity  to  the  Constitution  and 
a  return  to  obedience  to  the  laws.  Until  that  time 
they  are  to  be  considered  as  under  the  tutelage  of 
the  General  Government.  To  this  end  it  is  pro- 
vided in  the  first  section  that  the  President  shall 
appoint  for  each  such  State — in  addition  to  the 
ortlinary  officers — a  governor  ad  interim,  lo  be- 
charged  with  the  civil  administration. 

Regarding  the  unhappy  condition  of  those  who 
by  the  advance  of  our  arms  are  brought  within 
our  actual  control,  it  is  th^  design  of  the  bill  not 
only  to  offer  facilities  for  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent  government,  but,  until  that  shall  have 
been  accomplished,  to  afford  the  advantages  of  a 
civil  magistracy  to  citizens  who,  subject  to  its 
jurisdiction,  have  not  the  ascertained  will  or  the 
numerical  force  to  maintain  a  regular  system. 
Under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  time 
must  necessarily  elapse  before  they  can  perfect 
any  organization.  In  the  mean  time  the  exigen- 
cies of  a  community  require  the  administratioti 
of  laws,  the  punishment  of  crimes,  the  enforce- 
ment of  contracts,  and  the  adjudication  of  civil 
rights. 

The  civil  power  of  the  provisional  governor, 
(ixcept  so  fur  as  relates  to  the  preparatory  meas- 
ures for  organizing  a  convention,  consists  in 
taking  care  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and 
of  the  State  in  force  when  the  State  government 
was  overthrown  shall  be  administered.  For  the 
temporary  exigency  the  United  States  adopts  the 
code  of  tile  State  for  the  goveinment  of  the  peo- 
[)le  ad  iiUerim,  This  seems  manifestly  ajtpropri- 
alc.  It  recognizes  the  urgency  of  the  occasion, 
and,  instead  of  3ul)jecting  them  to  new  and  untried 
cnuctmeiitB,  confers  upoti  litem  for  their  govern- 


ance a  system  with  which  they  are  already  famil- 
iar. To  this  general  proposition  are  three  excep- 
tions: it  is  declared  that  no  law  whereby  slavery 
is  recognized  shall  be  enforced;  that  laws  for  the 
trial  and  punishment  of  white  persons  shall  e.K- 
tend  to  all  persons;  and  that  no  person  shall  be 
a  juror  who  has  held  any  office  or  voluntarily 
borne  arms  under  the  rebel  usurpation. 

To  these  excepted  cases  it  is  difficult  to  ima- 
gine any  well-grounded  objection.  There  can  be 
none  as  to  the  question  of  power.  The  officers 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  laws  are  the 
agents  of  the  national  Government;  and  the  code 
adopted  for  the  regulation  of  the  civil  polity  of 
tlie  community,  though  priorily  existing,  is  pro 
hac  vice  the  enactment  of  Congress.  Adopting 
these  laws  because  of  their  supposed  adaptation 
to  the  requirements  of  the  people  in  the  several 
localities  wherein  they  have  obtained,  they  are 
nevertheless  as  fully  the  ordinances  of  this  Gov- 
ernment as  though  they  had  been  enacied  in  ex- 
press terms.  Emanating  from  this  Legislature 
as  original  propositions,  it  is  for  us  t«  determine 
how  much  of  such  former  laws  are  adapted  to 
the  exigency.  By  this  clause  no  change  is 
wrought  in  the  permanent  body  of  legislation.  It 
is  merely  the  temjiorary  expedient  devised  for 
the  immediate  necessity  of  Government,  and  en- 
duiing  only  so  long  as  the  society  which  it  reg- 
ulates remains  in  an  unorganized  condition. 
These  propositions  are  equally  defensible  in  prin- 
ciple and  policy.  That  the  Government  in  any 
order  to  its  own  officers  should  issue  instructions 
for  an  original  recognition  of  slavery  is  absurd. 
Whatever  may  be  the  sentiment  as  to  the  right 
of  the  States  to  control  their  domestic  institutions, 
I  suppose  that  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  offi- 
cers and  agents  of  the  United  States  should  be 
appointed  to  administer  the  slave  code  of  any 
State  under  the  immediate  direction  and  sanction 
of  the  national  Government.  It  would  be  the 
simple  proposition  not  to  protect  the  institutions 
of  a  State,  but  to  originate  and  administer  its  ob- 
noxious enactments  as  the  exfircss  will  of  the 
representatives  of  the  nation.  So  with  the  pro- 
vision regulating  the  trial  of  criminals.  In  pro- 
viding that  the  laws  shall  apply  alike  to  the  pun- 
ishment of  all  persons,  it  announces  a  principle 
of  equal  and  universal  justice;  and  without  the 
provision  regulating  the  qualification  of  jurors 
there  would  be  no  guarantee  that  the  rights  of  the 
Government  would  be  respected  or  justice  lo 
loyal  men  secured. 

Having  thus  provided  for  securing  civil  gov- 
ernment to  citizens  during  the  period  of  their  po- 
litical disorganization,  the  bill  proceeds  to  define 
the  mode  by  which  a  convention  shall  be  called 
to  declare  the  will  of  the  people  relative  to  the  re- 
establishment  of  a  State  government.  It  enacts 
that  an  enrollment  shall  be  made  of  all  white  male 
citizens  of  the  United  State.s  resident  in  the  Slate, 
prescribes  the  condition  of  loyally  as  requisite  lo 
the  riglu  of  suffrage,  defines  the  rmmber  and  qual- 
ification of  the  delegates,  [iravides  for  the  ratifica- 
tion by  the  people  of  the  coiiitiiution  ordained  by 
the  convention,  directs  the  return  thereof  when 
ratified  to  the  provisional  governor,  and  requires 
that  it  bv  certified  by  him  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who,  after  Congress  shall  have  as- 
sented, is  directed  by  proclamation  to  recognize 
the  government  so  established  as  the  constitu- 
tional government  of  the  State. 

In  all  this  proceeding  the  right  of  the  people  to 
establish  their  organic  law  is  recognized  and  main- 
tained. Three  condiiionsare  prescribed  as  essen- 
tial to  the  enforcement  of  the  guarantee,  and  as 
necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  Republic: 

First,  that  no  person  who  h«s  held  any  office 
under  tlie  usurping  power  shall  vote  for  or  be  a 
member  of  the  Les'slature,  or  Governor.  It  will 
be  perceived  that  the  exclusion  is  limited  to  those 
who  have  held  official  positions.  To  accept  and 
administer  an  office  is  ;)ri»Uf(/acie  evidence  of  two 
facts — voluntary  adhesion  to  the  rebellion,  and 
presumptive  capacity  for  the  administration  of 
public  affairs. 

Apart  from  the  apparent  propriety-growing  out 
of  these  considerations,  the  exclusion  is  rendered 
necessary  by  the  provision.s  of  the  Con.siiiiuioii 
of  the  United  Stales.  By  section  two  of  article 
one  it  is  provided  that  elector.s  of  Re|iresenlatives 
in  Congress  slniU  have  the  qualilicalions  requisite 
for  eli'ciors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the 
Slate  Legislature, luid  there  is  no  other  qualificR- 
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tion  for  a  Representative  than  that  he  shall  have 
attained  the  nge  of  twenty-five  years,  have  been 
seven  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
when  elected  be  an  inhabitant  of  llie  State.  By 
section  three  it  is  ordained  that  Senators  in  the 
'Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  chosen  by 
the  Legislature,  and  in  case  of  vacancy  by  the 
GXecuiive  of  the  State. 

Thus  intimately  connected  is  tlieState  adminis- 
tration with  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 
and  it  is  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  placing  the 
national  resources  under  the  control  and  the  na- 
tional life  at  the  mercy  of  those  who  have  so 
lately  demonstrated  their  hostility  to  republican 
iuHtilutions,  that  this  clause  of  exclusion  has  been 
prescribed.  It  is  designed  as  a  caveat  against  the 
recunence  to  power  of  tliose  base  men  who,  with 
oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  Constitution  upon  their 
lips  but  with  treason  rankling  in  their  hearts,  sat 
in  these  Halls  as  the  legal  guardians  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, while  in  secret  they  conspired  the  ovei"- 
throw  of  the  Republic  and  stimulated  their  fol- 
lowers to  rebellion  against  its  authority. 

The  second  condition  is  that  involuntary  ser- 
vitude is  to  be  prohibited,  and  the  freedom  of  all 
persons  guarantied  in  such  State. 

As  the  few  remarks  which  I  would  otherwise 
make  in  relation  to  this  clause  will  be  equally  ap- 
propriate to  the  section  which  specially  declares 
emancipation,  I  will  postpone  comment  until  it 
shall  come  under  consideration. 

The  third  proviso  is  that  no  debt  created  under 
the  sanction  of  the  usurping  power  shall  be  rec- 
ognized or  paid. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  clause  has  relation 
to  obligations  created  by  SfaJe  or  confederate  au- 
thority. It  has  no  reference  to  private  engage- 
ments. This  Government,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  bur- 
dened with  an  immense  debt,  imposed  by  the 
necessity  of  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion.  The 
pledge  for  its  payment  is  the  capacity  of  the  na- 
tional resources.  The  States  to  be  organized  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  bill  are,  of  right,  subject 
to  contribute  a  proportionate  share.  And  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  insist  that  they  shall 
not  be  rendered  unable  to  meet  their  liabilities  by 
the  assumption  of  indebtedness  contracted  or  im- 
posed in  contriving  its  destruction.  The  agree- 
ments and  statutes  by  which  these  pretended  ob- 
ligations have  been  created  are  utterly  void.  The 
offspring  of  usurpation,  their  payment  would  be 
a  bribe  to  future  rebellion  and  their  assumption 
a  defiance  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  charged  that  this 
bill,  in  providing  for  reorganization,  abandons 
the  fundayiental  principle  of  this  Republic,  that 
all  just  powers  of  government  are  derived  from  the 
consent  of  the  governed. 

Tliis  allegation  is  worthy  to  be  considered,  and, 
if  the  criticism  be  just,  will  constitute  a  reason- 
able objection.  I  presume  that  it  is  not  denied 
that  it  is  desirable  to  furnish  civil  government  to 
the  loyal  people  of  these  Slates  at  a  period  as 
early  as  practicable.  It  is  also  conceded  that  this 
government  should  be  based  upon  the  will  of  the 
people,  legitimately  expressed.  The  guarantee 
of  tiie  Constitution  requiring  a  republican  form, 
it  is  essential  that  it  should  i-ecognize  popular 
sovereignty  as  an  indispensable  element  in  the 
political  structure.  Before  proceeding  to  reply 
specifically  to  the  objection,  it  is  proper  to  refer 
to  the  condition  of  the  States  whose  governments 
are  to  be  organized. 

1  have  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  bill  proposes 
no  special  theory  as  to  their  status.  While  this 
is  true,  excejit  only  so  far  as  it  is  to  be  inferred 
from  the  employment  of  constitutional  terms  and 
phraseology  drawn  from  authoritative  comment- 
aries, and  while  it  is,  therefore,  true  that  the 
advocates  of  any  of  the  several  theories  can  con- 
sistently support  it,  nevertheless  the  argument  re- 
ciuires  that  1  ofi'er  what  1  believe  the  true  position 
i;i  which  they  are  placed  by  the  rebellion  and  the 
consequent  relation  they  sustain  to  the  United 
Siaies,  as  wholly  justifying  theprovision  in  ques- 
tion. 

1  do  not  agree,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  those  who 
hold  that  the  suspension  or  subversion  of  an  ex- 
isting government  necessarily  destroys  the  State. 
A  nation  can  exist  without  an  Administration.  It 
may  sufler  an  interregnum;  its  lawful  rulers  may 
be  overborne;  a  usurper  may  seize  the  instruments 
of  authority;  lht#faithless  repositories  of  its 
|iower  may  abuse  their  trust  and  wrest  to  their 


ov^  aggrandizement  the  functions  oflfcice.  Still 
the  State  remains.  It  resides  in  those  in  whom 
is  vested  the  ultimate  right  of  sovereignty. 

"I  am  the  State,"  was  the  arbitrary  declara- 
tion of  the  despotic  Louis.  The  people  are  the 
State,  is  the  maxim  of  republican  America.  This 
principle  is  nowhere  more  tersely  or  cogently 
announced  than  in  our  own  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, in  which,  after  ch*ging  the  king  with 
dissolving  representative  houses  and  refusing  to 
cause  others  to  be  elected,  it  declares  as  the  con- 
sequence, that  "the  legislative  powers,  incapable 
of  annihilation,  returned  to  the  people  at  large  for 
their  exercise,  the  State  remaining  in  the  mean  time 
»xposed  to  all  the  dangers  of  invasion  from  without 
and  convulsions  within."  The  same  idea  is  pre- 
sented, perhaps  more  clearly,  certainly  more 
fully,  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  No.  3  of  the  letters  of 
Helvidius.  Treating  of  the  rights  of  States,  in 
relation  toakindred  subject,  he  uses  this  language: 

"  Public  rights  are  of  two  sorts  :  those  which  require  the 
aKency  of  Government ;  those  which  may  be  carried  iuto 
eliect  without  that  agency. 

'•As  public  rights  are  the  rights  of  the  nation,  not  of  the 
Government,  it  is  clear  that  wherever  tliey  can  be  made 
good  to  the  nation  without  the  office  of  Government,  they 
are  not  suspended  by  the  want  of  an  acknowledged  Govern- 
ment or  even  by  the  want  of  an  existing  Government." 

Here  the  distinction  is  clearly  marked  between 
the  Government  and  the  nation,  the  agent  and 
the  principal,  the  office  and  the  State.  Having 
thus  defined  the  position,  he  maintains  it  by  an 
example  so  pertinent  that  I  quote  it  in  illustra- 
tion of  the  principle  for  which  I  contend: 

"  Suppose  tliat  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  alli- 
ance between  the  United  States  and  France  a  party  of  the 
enemy  had  surprised  and  put  to  death  every  member  of 
Congress  ;  that  the  occasion  had  been  used  by  the  people 
of  America  for  changing  the  old  Confederacy  into  such  a 
Government  as  now  exists,  and  that  in  the  progress  of  this 
revolution  an  interregnum  had  happened:  suppose,  fur- 
tlier,  that  during  this  interval  the  States  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  or  any  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  had 
been  attacked  and  been  put  into  evident  and  imminent 
danger  of  being  irrecoverably  lost  without  the  interposition 
of  the  French  arms,  is  it  not  manifest  that  as  the  treaty  is 
the  treaty  of  the  United  States,  not  of  their  Government, 
the  people  of  the  United  States  could  not  forfeit  their  right 
to  the  guaranty  of  their  territory  by  the  accidental  sus- 
pension of  their  Government,  and  tliat  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  France  to  evade  the  obligations  of  the  treaty,  by 
pleading  the  suspension  of  Government,  or  by  refusing  to 
acknowledge  it,  would  justly  have  been  received  with 
universal  indignation  as  an  ignominious  perfidy?" 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  a  compact  between  all  the  people  of 
the  several  States  in  this  Union.  By  its  express 
terms  the  United  States  is  bound  to  guaranty  to 
each  State  a  republican  form  of  government.  The 
people  of  New  York,  equally  with  those  of  Ten- 
nessee, have  the  right  to  demand  that  this  guar- 
antee shall  be  fully  and  faithfully  executed.  It  is 
a  public  right,  and  the  obligation  to  its  perform- 
ance does  not  depend  on  the  presence  of  a  gov- 
ernment in  the  State.  It  would  have  been  inef- 
fectual had  it  supposed  its  absolute  continuance. 
Were  the  people  able  to  make  head  against  the 
usurpations  of  power  or  the  violence  of  domestic 
factions,  and  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  theirgov- 
ernment,  the  interference  of  the  United  States 
would,  ordinarily,  have  been  unnecessary.  The 
duty  of  guaranty  is  not  essentially  dependent 
upon  the  cooperation  of  the  State  authority.  The 
people,  not  the  States,' are  the  parties  to  the  com- 
pact. The  maintenance  of  the  right  is  of  exclu- 
sive and  universal  obligation.  It  extends  to  every 
State  in  the  Union,  and  wherever  there  is  a  people 
there  is  both  territorial  and  political  existence,  the 
latter  being  composed  of  the  elements  of  sover- 
eignty, and,  in  the  absence  of  organized  govern- 
ment, dwelling  in  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the 
State. 

This  general  guarantee,  Mr.  Speaker,  would 
have  existed  in  the  absence  of  the  special  clause 
declaring  its  obligation.  Tlie  nature  of  the  Con-^ 
stitution ,  the  necessity  of  Union,  the  requirements 
of  public  law  would  have  demanded  its  exercise. 
It  would  have  resulted  from  the  compact  of  the 
people  and  the  objects  of  the  Government.  The 
rule  is  thus  laid  down  by  Vattel: 

"  ff  a  nation  is  obliged  to  preserve  itself,  it  Is  not  less 
obliged  to  preserve  all  Its  meinbcrs.  The  nation  owes  this 
to  itself,  since  the  loss  of  one  of  its  members  weaken^  it 
and  is  injurious  to  its  own  preservation.  It  owes  this  also 
to  the  members  in  particular  in  consequence  of  the  very 
act  of  association;  for  tliosn  who  compose  a  nation  are 
united  for  llieir  d(!rense  and  common  iulvanlage,and  none 
caii  justly  be  deprived  oliliis  nnion  and  of  the  advantages 
which  flow  iVom  it  while  he  on  his  side  fulfills  llie  cinidi- 
tloiiR.  'J'lie  body  of  a  nation  cannot  therefore  abandon  a 
jirovinccor  town  or  even  n  particular  person  who  lias  done 


his  part,  unless  obliged  to  it  from  necessity  or  unless  it  is 
made  necessary  by  the  strongest  reasons  founded  on  the 
public  safety." 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  a  nation  may  be  obliged 
from  overruling  necessity  to  abandon  its  citizens, 
so  the  individual  may  be  forced,  by  the  exigency 
of  circumstances,  to  yield  to  the  power  of  the 
usurper.  No  matter  how  loyal  he  may  be  in  sen- 
timent,_/?n^)-an<e  bello  he  is  a  public  enemy,  for 
liis  personal  condition  is  determined  by  that  of 
the  society  of  which  he  is  a  part. 

But  as  in  a  nation  allegiance  and  protection  are 
correlative,  when  the  power  of  the  Government 
has  been  asserted,  the  person  thus  forced  to  dis- 
guise his  loyalty  is  to  beheld  harmless,  unless  he 
has  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemy,  and  is 
remitted  to  his  rights  as  a  citizen,  subject  to  the 
exigencies  supervening  upon  the  contest  and 
necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  nation. 

If  the  proposition  be  true,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  loyal  people  of  the  State  are  the  repositories 
of  its  power  and  unorganized  sovereignty,  then 
is  this  bill  not  liable  to  the  objection  proposed. 
Inproviding  the  preliminary  arrangements  itmust 
of  necessity  proceed  upon  theprimary  idea  of  the 
destruction  of  government,  and  therefore  begin 
de  novo  with  the  rude  elements  of  an  unformed 
political  society.  The  first  step  in  the  formation  of 
a  government  based  upon  the  will  of  the  people 
is  to  determine  of  what  persons  that  people  shall 
be  deemed  to  consist.  For  this  purpose  an  eA- 
rollment  is  directed  to  be  made  of  all  white  mala 
citizens  of  the  United  States  resident  in  the  State 
and  in  their  respective  counties.  This  provision 
recognizes  the  existence  of  the  State  in  its  terri- 
torial and  political  subdivisions  as  established  by 
the  laws  anterior  to  the  rebellion.  It  also  con- 
fines the  enrollment  to  the  white  male  citizens,  rec- 
ognizing in  them  alone  the  right  of  government. 
This  enrollment  of  itself  was  manifestly  insuffi- 
cient to  define  those  entitled  to  be  considered  ca- 
pable of  taking  part  in  the  organization  or  of  con- 
senting to  the  reestablishment  of  the  new  system. 
By  its  terms  all  white  male  citizens  were  to  be 
enrolled;  but  inasmuch  as  rebels  are  citizens  ot 
the  United  States,  though  arrayed  against  its  au- 
thority, a  test  must  necessarily  be  applied  tosscer- 
tain  who,  being  loyal,  are  entitled  to  participate 
in  framing  the  organic  law.  The  bill  does  not 
regard  any  right  as  pertaining  to  those  adhering 
to  the  rebellion.  They  are  excluded  from  all  share 
in  the  government  formed  under  itsauspices.  The 
test  proposed  is  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  The  persons  thus 
taking  the  oath  must  constitute  a  majority  of 
those  who  are  enrolled.  These  persons  so  en- 
rolled and  testifying  to  their  loyalty  are  deemed 
to  constitute  the  people.  By  their  assent  the  ma- 
chinery of  government  is  to  be  set  in  motion.  Oa 
their  consent  the  constitution  to  be  ordained  is  to 
rest,  not  only  in  the  origin  of  the  convention,  but 
in  its  ratification  by  their  express  will. 

How,  then ,  can  it  be  pretended  that  the  govern- 
ment is  not  based  upon  the  consent  of  the  gov- 
erned? Is  it  because  persons  are  excluded  who 
refuse  to  qualify  themselves  by  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance.'  Surely  it  can  be  no  deprivation 
of  any  political  right  to  declare  that  he  who  re- 
nounces obedience  to  the  Government  shall  not 
have  the  privilege  to  determine  concerning  the 
form  of  State  government  to  be  established. 

I  deny  that  a  rebel  has  any  political  rights.  I 
deny  that  in  any  legitimate  sense  he  is  or  ought 
to  be  held  as  one  of  the  people  authorized  to  form 
or  administer  government.  That  he  is  not  rec- 
ognized by  this  bill  as  entitled  to  citizenship  is 
the  result  of  his  own  refusal  to  acknowledge  al- 
legiance to  the  United  States. 

"But  it  may  also  be  alleged,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  bill  is  objectionable  because  it  provides  that 
a  number  less  than  a  majority  of  those  who  were 
formerly  citizens  of  the  State  may  ordain  the 
constitution. 

If  this  comprises  all  the  loyal  people  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  discover  on  what  principle  it  can  be  de- 
nounced as  anti-republican.  If  they  are  satis- 
fied with  the  law  of  restoration,  in  accordance 
with  the  act  of  Congress,  who  has  the  right  to 
complain.'  By  theirown  volition  they  accept  the 
terms  of  reorganization,  and  it  ill  behooves  those 
not  subject  to  the  laws  which  they  enact  for  their 
own  governm^yit  to  deny  them  the  privilege  of 
entering  upon  the  administration  of  their  own 
domestic  affairs. 
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The  proportion  to  be  establislu'd  by  ilic  bill  is 
a  mnttir  for  consideration;  not  wiili  ilio  view  of 
avoiding  the  charge  of  a  violation  of  the  princi- 
ple of  refuiblican  government,  but  of  ascertaining 
whether  there  is  a  body  capable  of  self-rule  and 
>f  niainlaining  civil  administration   in   the  State. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  also  met  with  the 
objection  that  (his  bill,  by  the  provision  of  eman- 
cipation, interferes  with  the  rights  of  the  several 
Slates  within  its  purview  to  regulate  their  do- 
mestic iiistitutions.  This  is  no  novel  suggestion. 
It  is  as  old  as  the  struggle  for  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution.  It  constituted  a  material  portion 
of  the  argument  of  those  who  arrayed  them- 
selves against  the  formation  of  the  national  Gov- 
ernment. From  that  time  until  now  it  has  been 
constantly  thrust  forward  in  every  discussion  in- 
volving the  right  of  Congress  to  adopt  measures 
requisite  for  the  national  advantage.  Do  we  pro- 
pose to  exercise  the  power  of  regulating  the  cur- 
rency.' We  are  inet  by  the  dogma  of  State  rights, 
enlisted  in  the  interest  of  local  banks.  Do  we 
endeavor  to  exert  our  authority  to  regulate  com- 
merce.'' We  are  confronted  with  the' same  phan- 
tom of  State  rights,  pressed  into  the  service  of 
some  municipal  corporation.  Do  we  determine 
to  save  the  Government,  reeling  beneath  the  blows 
of  a  formidable  rebellion  organized  and  operated 
by  the  instrumentality  of  African  slavery.'  We 
dare  not  accomplish  its  suppression  and  prevent 
tRe  contingency  of  future  insurrections  for  fear  we 
shall  invade  the  hallowed  precincts  of  State  rights. 

iNlr.  Speaker,  it  is  lime  that  there  was  an  end 
to  this  delusion.  Tliedangerto  this  people  is  not 
from  centralization  but  disintegration.  The  sad 
spectacle  of  to-day  is  a  mournful  confirmation  of 
the  fears  of  our  fathers.  The  miseries  now  af- 
flicting the  Republic  have  been  produced  by  the 
unceasing  efforts  of  local  partisans  to  persuade  the 
people  of  the  hostility  of  the  national  Govern- 
ment to  their  domestic  institutions.  It  has  culmi- 
nated in  rebellion  against  its  authority.  Combat- 
ing this  pernicious  doctrine,  the  advocates  of  the 
Constitution  demonstrated,  by  examples  drawn 
from  the  history  of  nations,  that  instead  of  invad- 
ing the  rights  and  absorbing  the  functions  of  the 
local  governments,  the  probable  result  would  be 
that  the  States  would  trench  upon  the  proper  of- 
fice of  the  national  Administration.  They  showed 
that,  influenced  by  constant  familiarity  with  their 
affairs,  affected  by  the  immediate  protection  af- 
forded to  his  person  and  property,  and  looking  to 
them  as  the  direct  means  of  official  preferment,  the 
citizen  would  come  to  regard  the  Slates  with  the 
higheraffection,and  that  because  of  the  apparently 
more  remote  and  infrequent  presence  of  the  pro- 
tecting power  of  the  nation  he  would  hold  it  in 
less  esteem,  though  far  more  potent  in  securing  his 
safety  and  happiness. 

Not  content  with  the  refutation  of  this  objec- 
tion to  the  plan  of  the  Convention,  Mr.  Madison, 
rising  to  the  dignity  of  his  high  office,  and  imbued 
with  the  paramount  importance  of  the  national 
Union,  thus  boldly  announced  his  opinion  of  their 
comparative  benefits: 

"  If,  ill  a  word,  tlie  Union  he.  epsential  to  tlie  liapplnes.'? 
of  tlic  pfoplR  of  America,  is  it  not  preposterous  to  iir(;<!  as 
an  ol)jecti(in  to  a  Governmpfit  witliout  wliicli  tlic  objects  of 
the  Union  cainiot  l)e  attained,  that  siicli  a  Government  may 
dcroffalc  from  tlie  importance  of  the  governments  of  ilie  in- 
dividual Slates.'  Was,  then,  the  American  Uevolutlon  ef- 
fected, waa  the  American  confederacy  formed,  was  the 
pricious  blood  of  tlionsands  spilled  and  the  hard  earned 
substance  of  millions  wasted,  not  that  the  people  of  Amer- 
ica should  enjoy  peace,  lihiMiy,  and  safety,  buttliat  the  gov- 
ernments of  the  individual  Siatits,  that  particular  munici- 
pal establishments  mitjht  enjoy  a  certain  extent  of  power 
and  be  arrayed  with  certain  dignities  and  attributes  of  sov- 
ereignty.' 

"  It  Is  too  early  for  politicians  to,prcf!umn  on  our  forget- 
ting that  the  public  good,  the  real  welfare  of  the  (jrcat  body 
of  the  pi'ople  is  the  supreme  good  lo  be  pursued,  and  tlUu 
no  form  of  government  whatever  has  any  other  value  tlian 
may  be  filled  for  the  allainmenl  of  this  object." 

These  words  of  power  and  wisdom  are  as  appli- 
calile  to  the  present  condition  of  public  affairs  as 
when  they  were  written  to  secure  the  adojition  of 
the  Constitution,  as  mighty  to  save  as  to  found  a 
naiion. 

If  indeed  there  were  such  antagonism  between 
the  two  systems  of  government  that  one  or  the 
other  must  perish,  it  would  be  for  the  people  to 
judge  svliich  should  l)e  sacrificed:  whether  that 
which  renders  us  great  and  powerful  and  pros- 
perous should  give  way  to  the  maintenance  of 
petty  muiiicipahties  that  could  secure  neither  re- 
aped abroad  nor  concord  at  liomc.    Should  the 


dread  alterative  be  presented,  I  mistake  the  tS,r\- 
per  of  the  people,  and  their  esiimaiion  of  the  solid 
and  substantial  benefits  of  the  Union,  if  they 
would  not  choose  a  consolidated  and  centralized 
Government  rather  than  underlie  the  calamities 
incident  to  individual  States  or  miserable  confed- 
eracies the  inevitable  prey  of  intestine  strife  and 
foreign  domination. 

But,  Mr.  Speakef,  much  has  been  said  about 
overleaping  constitutional  barriers.  What  defi- 
nition has  the  Constitution  prescribed  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  power  in  the  suppression  of  rebellion 
against  its  authority.'  What  limitation  has  it 
fixed  against  its  own  preservation.'  What  meas- 
ure of  force  does  it  indicate  as  sufficient  to  pre- 
serve the  Union.'  This  Government  is  as  unre- 
stricted in  the  scope  of  its  faculties  as  the  veriest 
despotism.  Its  weakness  consists  not  in  its  want 
of  inherent  powers,  but  in  their  distribution  and 
in  the  dependence  of  the  temporary  Administra- 
tion upon  the  final  sanction  of  the  people.  This 
necessity  for  their  concurrence  renders  a  repub- 
lican Government  least  fitted  to  cope  with  sudden 
and  desperate  emeigencies.  There  is  always  a 
party  in  the  Stale  arrayed  in  opposition  to  the 
ruling  policy.  Appeals  are  made  to  the  final  tri- 
bunal for  its  judgment,  and  its  administrators  are 
alternately  charged  with  despotism  and  imbecil- 
ity. This  principle  of  absence  of  limitation  is 
clearly  exfiresscd  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  No.  33  of 
the  Federalist,  in  his  coinmentoii  the  general  en- 
abling clause  of  the  Constitution: 

"  Bui  it  may  be  asked,  who  is  to  jud^'c  of  the  necessity 
and  propriety  of  the  laws  to  be  passed  for  executing  the 
powers  of  the  Union.'  I  answer,  first,  that  this  question 
arises  as  well  and  as  fully  upon  the  simple  grant  of  those 
powers  as  upon  the  declaratory  clause  ;  and  1  answerin  the 
second  place,  that  the  naUonal  Government,  like  every 
other,  must  judge  in  the  first  instance  of  the  proper  exer- 
cise of  its  powers,  and  its  constituents  in  the  last." 

Subjected  to  this  test  of  approval  il  must  of  ne- 
cessity exercise  caution,  not  because  of  the  want 
of  constitutional  power,  but  lest  it  should  be  over- 
ruled by  those  in  whom  lies  the  final  arbitrament. 
If  these  concur,  then  il  is  unrestrained  in  the 
use  of  the  means  committed  lo  its  discretion  and 
employed  toward  the  object  of  its  creation. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  it  were  possible  that  thci-e 
could  be  so  absurd  a  thing  as  a  siinple  Govern- 
ment destitute  of  the  powers  necessary  for  its  own 
pi'eservation,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  an  example  drawn  frontt  the  hislory  of  tlic  na- 
tion. 

The  Convention  that  ordained  the  Constitution 
was  cliarged  with  having  exceeded  its  commis- 
sion. It  was  alleged  that  its  members  had  over- 
stepped the  limits  of  their  authority — that  they 
had  no  capacity  to  form  a  Government,  but  only 
to  propose  amendments  to  the  existing  Articles 
of  Confederation.  In  defending  the  Convention 
against  this  arraignment  of  ti'.e  enemies  of  the 
Consliiuiion,  upon  ilieir  own  hypothesis  of  an 
excess  of  jurisdiction,  Mr.  Mailison  tlius  sums 
up  his  judgment  upon  the  proposed  charge: 

"Had  the  Convention  under  all  these  impressions  and  in 
the  midst  of  alt  these  considerations,  instead  of  exercising 
a  manly  confidence  in  their  country,  by  whose  cinifidence 
tliey  had  been  so  pi^culiarly  distinguished,  and  of  pointing 
out  a  .system  capable,  in  their  judginent,  of  securing  its 
liappincss,  taken  the  cold  and  sullen  resolution  of  disap- 
pointing its  ardent  liopes,  of  sacrificing  substance  to  forms, 
of  commilting  the  dearest  interests  of  their  country  to  the 
hazard  of  events,  let  me  ask  the  man  who  can  raise  his 
mind  to.  one  eh^vated  conception,  who  can  awaken  iii  his 
bosom  one  patriotic  emotion,  what  judginentought'to  have 
been  pronounced  by  Ilie  imparlial  world,  by  the  friends  of 
mankind,  by  every  virlni>us  citizcni  on  the  conduct  and 
characier  of  this  assembly.'  The  sum  of  what  has  becni 
advanced  and  proved  is  that  the  charge  against  the  Conven- 
tion of  exceeding  their  powers,  except  in  one  instance, 
little  urged  by  the  objectors,  has  no  foundation  to  supporl 
il ;  that  if  they  had  exceed<;d  their  powers  they  were  not 
only  warranted,  but  reijuired,  as -the  confidential  servants 
of  their  ('ouniry,  by  the.  circumstances  in  which  they  were 
placed,  to  exercise  the  liberty  they  assumed." 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfielu,] 
who  has  been  so  fiercely  assailed  for  his  manly 
declaration,  can  take  courage  that  he  is  .sustained, 
not  by  the  vagari(^s  of  fanatical  aboliiionisis  or 
Ijorder  Slate  radicals,  but  by  the  example  of  the 
fathers  of  the  Constitution,  commended  in  the 
breach  of  their  authority  by  the  calm  and  con- 
templative Madison. 

'I'o  these  peculiar  friends  of  the  people,  whose 
jealous  vigilance  of  the  Constitution  leads  them 
to  contemplate  with  stolid  indifference  or  inward 
satisfaction  the  disrujition  of  the  Union,  be  can 
reply,  in  the  language  of  the  patriot: 

"  ^■^  litllo,  Ill-timed  scruples,  no  zcnl  for  ndhering  to  or-. 


dinary  forms,  are  anywhere  seen  except  in  those  who  wish 
to  indulge  under  these  masks  their  secret  enmity  to  the 
substance  contended  for." 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  endeavored  to  show 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  resort  to  this  ex- 
treme right;  that  we  ai-e  invested  with  plenary" 
discretion,  controlled  only  by  the  emergency  and 
the  sanction  of  our  constituents.  Two  questions 
are  to  be  solved:  is  emancipation  necessary  to 
our  safety.'  will  il  bejustifiet)  by  the  people.' 

What  threatens  the  disruption  of  the  Union? 
What  has  brought  upon  the  nation  this  terrible 
crisis  of  civil  war.'  What  engine  of  mischief  so 
potent  as  to  have  arrayed  a  people  against  their 
Government.'  Slavery.  Type  of  a  barbaric  and 
receding  civilization,  it  stands  confronted  by  the 
hosts  of  freedom. 

I  will  not  argue,  Mr.  Speaker,  concerning  the 
justice  of  our  quarrel.  I  will  not  debate  the 
necessity  of  crushing  the  rebellion.  The  people 
have  determined  that  it  shall  be  suppressed,  that 
its  unhallowed  cause  shall  be  destroyed  either  by 
voluntary  action  or  by  the  power  of  the  sword. 
The  war  is  between  systems.  Every  soldier  is 
an  apostle  of  liberty,  every  cannon-shot  a  proc- 
lamation of  emancipation,  and  the  gleam  of  the 
bayonet  in  the  hands  of  the  negro  illustrates  his 
title  to  manhood.  It  becomes  us  in  the  exercise 
of  the  high  functions  with  which  we  are  invested 
to  cooperate  with  the  moral  and  material  forces 
now  engaged  in  the  present  salvation  and  future 
preservation  of  the  Union. 

I  trust  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  wholly  to  presidential 
proclamations.  I  prefer  to  rest  the  security  of 
the  Republic  upon  the  safer  and  more  irrefraga- 
ble basis  of  congressi'onal  enactments.  I  would 
not  forego  any  possible  precaution  against  the 
recurrence  of  fraternal  strife.  Homogeneity  of  in- 
stitutions is  our  only  safeguard,  universal  free- 
dom the  only  possible  solution. 

Let  us,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  this  bill  and  by 
constitutional  amendment,  proceed  boldly  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  necessary  condition,  and 
realize  for  ourselves  the  time  contemplated  by 
the  great  orator,  when  there  will  be  "  non  alia 
lex  Romce,  aliaMienis;  alia  mine,  alia poslhac,  sed 
in  omni  tempore  el  in  omnibus  gentibus,  una  lex 
et  scmpiterna  continebil."  When  this  shall  have 
been  accomplished,  though  it  will  bring  new  and 
untried  conditions  of  social,  financial,  and  politi- 
caJ  existence  that  \vill  tax  the  wisdom  of  the 
statesman  and  the  endurance  of  the  people,  yet 
I  have  faith  that  they  will  be  found  equal  to  the 
emergency,  and  that  this  great  nation,  mightier 
for  the  struggle  through  which  it  has  passed,  its 
Constitution  compacted  by  resistance  li^rebellion, 
and  its  people  purified  by  the  trial  of  fire,  will 
pass  to  the  fulfillment  of  its  destiny,  securing 
"  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
terity,"and  ultimately  the  political  regeneration 
of  the  world. 

I  send  to  the  Clerk  the  following  memorial, 
which  I  desire  to  be  read. 

The  memorial  was  read, as  follows: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assejnbled: 
The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  loyal  citizens  of  Lou- 
isiana respectlnlly  represents  that  as  Union  citizens  of 
New  Orleans  and  the  parish  of  Jefferson,  and  members  of 
the  Union  Free  State  General  Committee  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  they  liave  faithfully  labored  to  accomplish  the 
reorganization  of  civil  governnipnt  therein.  Tliat  the  plan 
proposed  by  tin;  committee  was  based  upon  the  idea  that 
the  consliiuiion  and  State  government  of  Louisiana  had 
been  overthrown  by  the  rebellion,  and  that  il  was  the  duty 
of  the  loyal  people,  in  the  absence  of  an  enabling  act  of 
Congress,  to  org.ini/.e  a  new  government,  founded  on  the 
principles  of  republican  I'reedom,  so  soon  as  a  sufficient 
portion  of  the  Slate  should  be  brought  under  the  control  of 
the  Union  arms,  and  the  population  sufiicienlly  imbued 
with  .sentiments  of  liberty  and  loyally  lo  render  civil  re- 
organization sate  and  permanent;  and  to  ihis  end  iheconi- 
mUtei;  laid  their  plan  belbrc  Urigadler  General  George  F. 
Slu^iley,  miliiary  governor  of  Louisiana,  who,  under  or- 
'dcrs  from  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  gave  his  aid 
in  carrying  il  out.  'J'lic  committee  also  rccwmmended  the 
assembling  of  a  mass  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  State, 
which  was  duly  assembled  at  the  St.  (Charles  thealer  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  8tli  day  of  January,  1864,  was 
immensely  large,  represcniing  New  Orleans  and  the  olluer 
parishes  williin  the  Union  lines,  and  composed  entirely  of 
loyal  cllizens,  who  most  enihnsiaslically  indorsed  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Union  Free  Stale  GeneralCcuiimillceandcalled 
upon  and  aulhorizud  Gi>venn)r  Sbepley  loiirdiifnii  election 
olinembers  of  a  consliiuiional  coiiventiun  lo  assemble  in 
New  Orleans  al  an  early  day.  The  leading  iduas  of  this 
plan  ot  Ilie  eomrniltee  and  popular  demonsiration  afore- 
said wcMc  a  restoratiim  of  civil  government  by  the  action 
of  ciiizens  without  miliiary  coni^l  or  interference,  by 
means  of  a'constiiuilonal  convention,  elected  by  loyal  peo- 
ple only.    Tliesc  Ideas  were  rcveinea  and  set  aside  by  tho 
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praclamntion  of  the  mnjor  general  commanding  this  dc- 
parlmom,  issued  on  the  lUhdayol"  January,  1864,  in  which 
lie  ordered  the  election  of  a  Governor,. a  fjieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, and  five  other  otiieers  of  an  executive  department, 
only,  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Louisiana,  except 
sucli  as  related  to  slavery,  which  is'not  mentioned  in  tlie 
constitution,  thereby  recognizing  otiieially  that  the  con- 
Blitntion  ol'  Louisiana  was  not  destroyed  by  the  rebellion, 
but  existed. 

'I'his  proclamation  also  annotinced  that  martial  law  was 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  Slate,  and  lastly  direeled  that 
an  election  of  members  of  a  convention  "  for  the  revision 
of  the  constitution,''  thus  again  recognizing  its  existence, 
should  take  place  on  the  4th  of  April,  which  the  general 
Mubsequenily  changed  to  the  28lh  of  March.  These  elec- 
tions have  been  held.  A  Governor  and  other  State  officers 
were  chosen  on  the  22d  of  February  and  membersof  a  con- 
vention on  the  28th  of  March.  Your  memorialists  sol- 
emnly protest  against  this  course  of  proceeding.  They 
maintain  tliat  a  cominanderof  an  army  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  organize  civil  government  in  a  State  at  his  own 
will  ami  pleasure  and  according  to  his  own  orders,  but  that 
euch  powers  should  be  reserved  to  Congress  or  to  the  peo- 
ple. Your  memorialists  are  of  opinion  that  the  elections 
just  held  were  carried  by  the  influence  of  the  name  of  the 
commanding  general,  since,  and  as  it  was  universally  de- 
clared ami  believed,  his  wishes  were  in  favor  of  one  set 
of  candidates  and  opposed  to  the  other,  the  election  was 
not  free,  but  from  the  immense  influence  which,  under  the 
reign  of  martial  law,  such  a  belief  produced,  it  was  not 
possible  the  electionscould  have  Inrtl  any  other  result  than 
that  which  it  was  thought  the  commandiiig  general  desired. 
Your  meuiorialists  njaintain  that  a  State  government 
should  only  be  organized  when  there  can  he  by  no  possi- 
bility imputed  any  military  or  other  improper  influence, 
and  should  not  be  attempted  while  martial  law  is  pro- 
claimed and  enforced  as  the  fuiidanienlal  law  of  the  State, 
and  they  are  of  opinion  that  under  the  circumstances  no 
State  reorganization  should  take  place  until  Congress  shall 
have  provided  for  it,  or  it  shall  have  been  fully  and  fairly 
ascertained  that  the  mass  of  the  citizens  Qf  the  State  de- 
jsiro  a  loyal  State  government  that  will  secure  and  perpet- 
uate the  liberties  of  all  the  inhabitants. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  urge  upon 
Congress  not  to  recognize  the  late  proceedings  in  the  form 
of  elections  which  have  been  had  in  this  State,  and  they 
pray  your  honorable  body  to  pass  an  act  emibling  the  loyal 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  form  anew  State  gov- 
ernment, and  that  you  will  by  proper  provisions  secure  the 
rightsofall  the  inhabitants,  and  also  the  entire  freedom  of 
the  election,  at  such  time  as  you  shall  deem  proper  for 
lidding  tlie  same.  THOMAS  J.  DURANT, 

ami  sixteen  others. 

Mr.  ASFILEY.  I  desire  to  enter  the  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  who  re- 
ported it. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  motion  will  be  entered. 

Mr.  NORTON  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
to  Mr.  Wilson,  who  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House  there- 
upon (at  ten  minutes  to  ten  o'clock,  p.  m,,)  ad- 
journed.          

IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  ^pril  20,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  com- 
municating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  7th  instant,  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  amount  of  fees  and  emoluments  re- 
ceived by  tlie  attorney  and  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  District  of  ColuiTibia,  respectively, 
and  by  the  clerks  of  the  several  courts  of  the  Dis- 
trict, during  the  year  ending  December  31,  1863, 
and  the  amount  allowed  to  each  of  those  officers 
for  deputies,  clerks,  office  rent,  and  incidental  ex- 
penses during  the  same  period;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  VAN  WINKLE  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  officers  of  a  convention  composed  of  delegates 
of  the  Ohio  vail«y,  held  at  Louisville  on  the  24th 
of  February,  1864,  praying  for  an  appropriation 
for  the  imiirovement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  6n 
Commerce. 

Mr.  DA  VIS  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Lou- 
isville and  Nashville  Railroad  Company,  remon- 
strating against  the  extension  of  the  Goodyear 
patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India 
rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  Louisville,  New  All)uny,and  Chicago  Rail- 
road Company ,  remonstrating  against  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Goodyear  patent  for  tin;  mainifacture 
of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patciiit  Office. 


.He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  In- 
diana, praying  that  New  Albany,  in  that  Slate, 
may  be  made  a  district  for  the  inspection  of  steam- 
boats and  for  the  collection  of  customs;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  o.n  Commerce. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company  of  Missouri,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  extension  of  the  Goodyear  patent 
for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India  rubber; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  COWAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office,  to  Whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  William  W.  Woodworth,  praying 
for  a  renewal  of  his  patent  for  a  planing  machine, 
reported  adversely  thereon;  and  the  committee 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Caroline  S.  Williams, 
praying  for  an  extension  to  her  of  two  patents 
issued  to  her  father,  Thomas  R.  Williams,  tin 
the  6th  of  May,  1851,  one  for  an  improvement  in 
the  machinery  for  hardening  bats  in  felting,  &c., 
and  the  other  for  an  improvement  in  machinery 
for  forming  long  bats  for  felting,  &c.,  reported 
adversely  thereon;  and  the  committee  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Daniel  Fitzgerald, 
praying  for  a  renewal  of  his  patent  for  an  im- 
provement in  fire-proof  chests  and  safes,  and  the 
petition  of  Jonathan  Ball,  praying  for  an  exten- 
sion of  his  patent  for  an  improved  mode  of  coat- 
ing the  interior  side  of  metallic  water  pipes  with 
hydraulic  cement,  submitted  a  report  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  (S.  No.  244)  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Fitzgerald  and  Jonathan  Ball.  The  bill 
was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Milton  Finkle,  pray- 
ing for  an  extension  of  his  patent  for  improve- 
ments in  machinery  for  making  wire  htddles, 
submitted  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill  (S.No. 
245)  for  the  relief  of  Milton  Finkle.  The  bill 
was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  the  joint  committee 
on  the  conduct  of  the  war,  who  were  instructed 
by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  of  Febru- 
ary to  inquire  into  the  military  administration 
in  all  its  departments  in  the  city  of  Alexandria, 
and  especially  into  the  system  of  military  police 
there  established,  submitted  a  report,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  without  the  accompanying 
testimony. 

Mr.  POWELL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  61) 
authorizing  the  States  of  Minnesota  and  Wiscon- 
sin to  change  their  common  boundary  line,  re- 
ported adversely  thereon. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  follow- 
ing bills,  reported  them  without  amendment  and 
adversely:  * 

A  bill  (S.  No.  230)  to  prevent  the  assembling 
of  and  trial  by  courts-martial  of  capital  or  other- 
wise infamous  crimes  not  arising  in  the  land  or 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  militia 
when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public 
danger;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  237)  supplemental  to  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  prevent  frauds  upon  theTreas- 
ury  of  the  United  Slates,"  approved  February 
26,  1853. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
3U0)  for  the  classification  of  the  clerks  to  pay- 
masters in  the  Navy,  have  instructed  me  to  re- 
port it  back  with  an  amendment;  and  itis  accom- 
panied by  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
which  I  am  instructed  to  move  to  have  printed. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LANE, .of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  and  IheMililia,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  36)  to  con- 
strue the  third  section  of  the  act  ap|)ioved  July 
17,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  ihe  act  call- 
ing forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  Uws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invsfeion, 


approved  February  28,  1795,  and  the  act  amend- 
atory thereof,  and  for  other  purposes,"  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  bourilies  to  all  classes 
of  troops  called  out  under  the  provisions  of  that 
section,  reported  adversely  thereon. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sentobiained, leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  243) 
to  amend  section  eiglit  of  an  act  entitled  "An 
actio  establish  the  Treasury  Department,"  ap- 
proved September  2,  1789;  wiiich  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  ordered  to  be  prirUed. 

Mr.  HARRIS  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (S.  No.  45)  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  a 
census  in  the  year  1865;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadiciary.  ^  ' 

Mr.  HALE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  246) 
for  the  relief  of  officers,  seamen,  and  others, 
borne  on  the'books  of  vessels  v/recked  or  lost  in 
the  naval  service;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

POWERS  OF  CONTINGENT  EXPENSES  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  CLARK  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate  have  power  to  send  lor 
persons  and  papers,  in  making  examination  into  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  funds  appropriated  for  such  expenses. 

RAILROADS  IN  KANSAS. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  move  to  take  up 
Senate  bill  No.  233.  It  will  lead  to  no  discussion, 
and  it  will  take  but  a  moment  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  hope  no  bill  will  be 
taken  up  until  the  action  of  the  Senate  is  had  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  upon  the 
Montana  bill. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  The  bill  that  I  pro- 
pose to  take  up  will  lead  to  no  discussion.  If  it 
does,  I  will  let  it  go  over.  It  is  the  bill  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  grant 
land  to  certain  Kansas  railroads,  and  which  I  pro- 
pose to  pass  as  reported  by  the  committee.  I  hope 
the  Senate  v/ill  permit  it  to  come  up.  When  it 
was  under  consideration  before  I  offered  some 
amendments  to  it  which  led  to  discussion;  but  I 
propose  now  to  withdraw  those  amendments  and 
to  ask  for  the  passage  of  the  bill  as  reported  by 
the  committee. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  It  was  perhaps  at  my 
suggestion,  though  I  am  not  quite  sure  of  it,  that 
that  bill  was  postponed  the  other  day.  I  have 
thought  about  it  some  time  since,  and  if  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kansas,  who  is  particularly  interested  in 
the  question  and  who  represents  the  interests  of 
that  State,  feels  that  these  towns  (yight  to  be  des- 
ignated on  the  line  of  the  road,  I  certainly  shall 
interpose  no  objection.  It  is  a  local  question;  and 
he  believing  thatthose  towns  along  the  line  of  the 
road,  being  important  points  in  the  State,  ought 
to  be  mentioned  in  the  bill, for  one, as  a  Senator, 
I  shall  vote  according  to  his  recommendation  upon 
a  question  so  purely  local.  I  withdraw  all  ob- 
jection to  it. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  hava  stated  to  the 
Senators  who  objected  to  making  the  towns  I 
named  points  on  the  road  that  I  would  not  ask  it, 
but  would  be  content  with  the  passage  of  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
1  hope  the  Senate  will  allow  it  to  come  up  now. 
It  will  take  but  a  moment. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
bill  being  taken  up  at  any  lime  except  the  present, 
1  want  the  Montana  bill  disposed  of  during  the 
morning  hour  to-day. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  desire  to  say  to  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota  that  this  bill  was  post- 
poned until  yesterday,  and  should  have  come  up 
yesterday.  I  now  ask  that  it  be  taken  up  and 
passed.     There  will  be  no  discussion  about  it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  233)  m;\king  an  addi- 
tional grant  of  lands  to  the  State  of  Kansas  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  railroad  and  telegraph  lines. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  When  the  bill  was 
last  up  all  amendment  was  proposed  b^  the  Sen- 
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ator  from  Kansas,  [Mr.  Lane,]  which  will  be 
rend. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  do  not  wish  to  press 
the  whole  of  that  amendment.  I  simply  offer  the 
first  part  of  it.  I  propose  merely  to  add  at  the 
end  of  ihe  sacond  section  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  tlie  line  of  railroad  and  telegraph  from 
Leavenworth,  by  way  of  Lawrence  and  tlie  Ohio  Cily  cross- 
ing of  the  Osaf;e  river,  to  tlie  southern  line  of  the  State  in 
the  direction  of  Galveston  bay,  shall  run  via  Baldwin  City. 

I  simply  desire  to  say  to  the  Senate  that  Bald- 
win Cily  is  the  seal  of  learning  of  the  State  of 
Kansas  and  is  directly  on  the  line  of  the  road.  I 
should  like  very  much  to  have  this  amendment 
adopted.     It  is  the  only  one  which  I  ask  for. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  should  like  to  inquire  of 
the  Senator  from  Kansas  whether  he  knows  that 
such  an  ainendment  is  at  all  practicable.  It  may 
not  be  practicable  to  carry  the  road  in  the  direc- 
tion proposed.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  route 
has  been  surveyed  and  whether  it  has  been  ascer- 
tained that  it  is  practicable  to  divert  it  from  the 
line  proposed  in  the  bill  to  the  point  designated 
by  the  Senator  from  Kansas.  I  should  like  to 
know  how  that  is. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  The  gentleman  can 
judge  as  wellas  \.  Baldwin  City  isdiiectly  south 
of  Lawrence  and  on  the  line  of  the  road  in  a  level. 
There  is  no  obstacle  to  its  running  through  Bald- 
win City. 

The  aiTiendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  have  no  opposition  to  make 
to  the  bill;  but  these  bills  come  up  here  in  the 
morning  hour,  and  I  do  not  know  that  anybody 
takes  any  interest  in  them  except  as  a  matter  of 
locality,  but  they  do  divest  the  Government  of 
very  lai-ge  quantities  of  land. 

Mr.  LAN  E,  of  Kansas.     Not  this  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  This  bill  contemplates,  as  1 
understand  it,  a  grant  of  about  half  a  million  acres. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  This  bill  lengthens 
the  line  of  the  road  twenty-five  miles,  and  short- 
ens it  twelve  miles. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     How  is  that? 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  We  change  one  branch 
of  the  road  from  Lawrence  to  Emporia,  which 
shortens  that  branch  twelve  miles,  and  we  lengthen 
the  Neoslio  valley  road  to  Fort  Riley,  a  fort  of 
the  Government,  twenty-five  miles,  so  that  it 
lengthens  the  wliole  line  of  road  about  thirteen 
miles. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  What  amount  of  land  is  ap- 
propriated .> 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  Ten  sections  to  the 
mile. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Then  the  whole  appropria- 
tion, if  1  understand  it,  is  ten  sections  per  mile 
for  thirteen  additional  miles.     Is  that  all.' 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  That  is  all.  It  has 
been  before  ihecommittee  and  fully  investigated. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  My  only  object  was  to  in- 
quire what  amIlTunt  of  lands  were  appropriated  by 
tliis  bill. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading;  and  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
MESSAGE  FROM  THE  IIOOSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPheuson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  Flouse  of  Representatives  had  passed  the  fol- 
lowing bill  aiiid  joint  resolution;  in  which  it  re- 
quested the  concurrence  of  the  Senate: 

A  Ijill  (No.  320)  supplementary  to  an  act  ap- 
proved .Inly  \i,  18G2,  entitled  "An  act  to  estab- 
li.sh  certaiji  post  roads,  atid  for  other  purposes;" 
nnd 

A  Joint  resolution  (No.  6G)  setting  apart  the 
ok!  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as  a 
hall  of  slatunry. 

The  nK'SsHge  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Reprcsi-niativcN  had  passed  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  till!  Senate  (No.  39)  relating  to  the  publi- 
cation of  th(!  decisions  of  t)ie  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  for  December  Term,  1863. 
ENKOI-LED  HILLS  SIGNED. 
The  message  further  nnnottnced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  IIou.sc  of  Representatives  had  signed  the 
folio  wing  en  I'ol  led  bills  and  joint  resolution;  which 
were  thereupon  signed  by  ilie  Vice  President; 

A  i)ill  (H.  R.  No.  2a7)  to  change  the  name  of 
the  district  and  port  of  Presque  Isle  to  the  dis- 
trict und  port  of  Erie; 


A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  301)  to  amend  an  act  for 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces  so  as 
to  increase  the  rank,  pay,  and  einoluments  of 
the  Provost  Marshal  General; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  303)  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade 
of  line  officers  of  the  United  Slates  Navy,"  ap- 
proved July  16,  1862;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  65)  directing  the 
committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  to  examine 
into  the  recent  attack  on  Fort  Pillow. 

TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  to  postpone  all 
prior  orders  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  House 
bill  No.  360.     It  will  lead  to  no  discussion. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  hope  that  bill  will  not 
be  taken  up,  but  that  we  shall  proceed  with  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour,  which 
is  a  question  that  ought  to  have  been  decided 
when  it  was  first  presented  to  the  Senate  from  the 
other  House.  I  refer  to  the  question  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  Montana 
bill;  and  as  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  [Mr.  Wade,] 
is  not  here,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  insist  that 
the  Senate  shall  act  on  this  proposition. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     I  give  way. 

The  VICE  PRESIDEINT.  The  unfinished 
business  of  the  morning  hour  of  yesterday  is  now 
before  the  Senate,  the  question  being  upon  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  that  the 
Senate  further  insist  upon  its  amendments  to  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  l,*))  to  provide  a  temporary  gov- 
ernment for  the  Territory  of  Montana,  and  agree 
to  the  further  conference  asked  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  that  bill. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  have  but  two  or  three 
words  to  say  on  this  question.  When  I  made 
the  motion  1  did  not  intend  to  say  a  word  about 
it,  but  let  the  vote  be  taken  without  any  remarks 
so  far  as  I  was  concerned.  The  original  bill,  as 
it  came  to  the  Senate  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, contains  this  proposition: 

Sec.  5.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  free  white 
male  inhabitant  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who 
Fliall  have  been  an  actual  resident  of  said  Territory  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at 
the  tirst  election,  and  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  witliin 
the  said  Territory. 

Every  Englishman,  every  Frenchman,  every 
Chinaman, every  man  that  lives  on  the  continent 
of  Europe  and  owes  allegiance  to  any  of  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe  is  permitted  by  this  bill  to 
come  here  and  after  a  residence  of  thirty  days  to 
vote  and  hold  office  in  this  Territory.  He  may 
have  come  here  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
tering into  gold  speculations  with  the  intention  of 
returning  home,  iiating  our  Government  when  he 
came  here;  and  yet  under  this  bill  he  is  permiitcd 
to  vote,  and  even  to  be  elected  to  the  Legislature 
if  he  can  succeed  in  doing  so. 

When  the  bill  was  under  consideration  in  the 
Senate,  I  moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  white 
male  inhabitant,"  and  to  insert  "  male  citizens  of 
the  United  States  and  those  who  have  declared 
their  intention  to  become  such."  I  wanted  to 
limit  the  right  of  suffrage  and  of  holding  office 
in  this  Territory  to  citizenyof  the  United  States 
and  those  who  had  declared  their  intention  to  be- 
come such.  The  Senate  adopted  the  amendment; 
but  the  House  of  Representalives  have  disagi-eed 
to  it. 

I  would  not  say  one  word  about  this  subject 
except  for  the  remarks.that  were  made  yesterday 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  lltiinois.  He  at- 
tacked this  proposition  with  a  great  deal  of  spirit 
and  I  thought  with  a  great  deal  of  bitterness.  In 
his  opposition  to  it  he  went  into  the  acts  of  the 
Government  violating  the  Constitution  and  di- 
viding the  loyal  sentiment  of  the  North,  as  he 
said;  and  I  suppose  of  course  that  he  meant  to 
arraign  this  as  one  of  the  measures  which  tended 
to  produce  that  result.  What  is  this  proposition 
tliut  is  to  divide  the  loyal  sentiment  of  this  coun- 
try and  weaken  the  arm  of  ihi.s  Government.'  It 
is  a  proposition  to  liinil  tin;  right  of  sufiVugc  in 
the  If'rritory  of  Montana  to  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  those  who  have  declared  their  in- 
tention to  beconit!  such.  Is  there  anything  in  a 
prof)osiiii)n  of  that  kind  to  cull  lorlh  such  u  speech 
as  the  hofH)rable  Senator  made  yeslerday.' 

I'hc  honorable  Senator  seemed  to  sneer  at  the 
prope»ition,niul  he  asked,  wliy  not  allow  persons 


under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  children,  to  vote.' 
Why  not  allow  women  to  vote.'  And  then  he 
characterized  it  ae  a  measure  tending  to  destroy 
the  harmony  of  the  loyal  people  of  the  North  and 
to  weaken  the  arm  of  the  Government  in  sup- 
pressing this  rebellion.  It  was  not  long  ago  that 
the  honoroble  Senator  himself  had  a  proposition 
here  which  tended  to  agitate  the  public  mind  on 
the  question  of  slavery.  I  supported  it  then  be- 
cause I  believed  it  was  right,  and  1  believe  now 
that  it  is  always  proper  to  agitate  the  public  mind 
if  you  agitate  it  in  favor  of  the  right  and  the  truth. 
In  such  a  case  I  am  not  afi-aid  of  agitation. 

The  Senator  says  we  want  the  whole  power  of 
this  Government  to  suppress  this  rebellion.  So 
we  do.  But,  sir,  we  now  have  in  our  Army  about 
two  hundred  thousand  black  men  fighting 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Oh,  no;  not  that  many. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  We  may  not  have  quite 
that  many;  but  we  have  a  large  army  of  black 
men  in  the  field  fighting  for  us  to-day — an  army 
as  brave  as  any  that  the  honorable  Seriator  has 
sent  from  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  they  are  brave 
as  anybody — an  army  composed  of  men  whore- 
fuse  to  surrender  afid  submit  to  death  rather  than 
to  be  sold  into  slavery.  And  yetthat  honorable 
Senator  wants  a  discrimination  made  against 
those  men  in  direct  terms  in  a  bill  in  which  we 
are  called  upon  to  define  the  qualifications  of 
voters. 

But,  sir,  when  this  bill  was  first  under  consid- 
eration in  the  Senate,  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson]  said  in  his  place  here 
that  even  under  my  amendment  negroes  would' 
not  be  permitted  to  vote.  I  will  read  what  he 
said: 

"Mr.  Johnson.  I  ask  for  the  rcadiog  of  that  part  of  tlie 
bill. 

"  The  Secretary  read : 

"  That  every  free  male  citizen  of  the  United  States 

"Mr.  Johnson.  That  will  do.  I  was  about  to  say,  in 
order  to  explain  my  reason  for  asking  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendment,  that  if  the  object  of  the  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota [Mr.  Wilkinson]  is  to  put  it  beyond  all  dotrtt  that 
Africans  in  the  'J'orritory  shall  be  permitted  to  exert  all 
the  political  rights  that  under  the  bill  will  be  exercised  by 
white  men,  he  had  better  say  '  all  black  men,',  instead  of 
saying  'all  citizens,'  because  the  Supremo  Court  of  the 
United  States  has  decided,  and  that  question  was  directly 
before  the  court  in  the  Dred  Scott  case,  that  n  person  of 
African  descent  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  The 
objection  to  the  authority  of  that  decision  did  not  apply  at 
all  to  that  particular  question  ;  it  was  to  the  other  question 
which  a  majority  of  the  court  decided  as  to  the  unconsti- 
tutionality of  the  Missouri  restriction.  The  opinion  of  a 
large  part  of  the  public,  not  only  confined  to  wiiat  njay  be 
called  lay  men,  hut  including  a  great  many  professional  men, 
was  that,  so  far  as  Ihatquestion  was  concerned,  the  decis- 
ion oPthe  court  was  extra  judicial ;  but  as  far  as  related  to 
the  other  r|ucstion,  the  capacity  of  the  African  to  sue  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  there  was  np  doubt  in  tlie 
niindof  anybody  that  the  decision,  until  it  shall  be  reversed 
hy  the  court  itself,  is  conrlujive,  and  conclusive  upon  the 
question  that  a  person  of  African  descent  is  not  a  ciiizcu  of 
the  United  States  within  the  nieaningof  the  Constiluiion. 

"  1  objected  to  the  amendment  when  it  was  proposed  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Minnesota,  becan.-i;  (  was  ap- 
prehensive that  it  might  lead  to  some  difficulty  In  its  prac- 
tical oper.ition  in  this  newTerritory  ;  but  I  suggest  now  to 
the  member  tliat  if  he  really  wishes  lo  place  Africans  upon 
the  same  footing  with  all  other  persons  in  the  discharge  of 
any  of  the  polilical  functions  which  all  other  persons  will 
be  at  liberty  to  discharge,  he  had  better  provide  that  whites 
as  well  as  blacks,  who  have  the  qualification  stated,  of  res- 
idence, shall  stand  upon  the  same  footing.  1  think  he  will 
not  accomplish  his  purpose,  if  that  is  his  purpose,  by  the 
amendment,  if  the  bill  shall  pass  in  its  present  shape,  with- 
out some  additional  explanation. 

"  Mr.  Wilkinson.  I  am  willing  that  It  shall  stand  38  it 
is,  and  let  the  decision  of  the  Supremo  Court  be  whatever 
it  may.  I  simply  \vish  to  strike  out  the  qualifying  term 
there,  and  let  the  results  take  care  of  themselves.  1  neither 
want '  white'  nor  '  black'  put  into  this  bill." 

If  the  Senator  from  Illinois  has  any  great  feara 
that  the  people  of  Illinois  aregoing^lo  be  seriously 
disturbed  by  this  measure,  let  hitn  publish  these 
remarks  made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland,  and  if  they  believe  in  the  Dred  Scott 
decision  his  people  will  not  be  at  all  disturbed, 
and  the  loyal  men  of  Illinois  will  be  just  as  patri- 
otic as  they  wore  before. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  They  do  not  believe  in 
that  decision. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  The  honorable  Senator 
says  the  people  of  Illinois  do  not  believe  in  the 
Dred  Scott  decision.  If  there  are  any  men  in  the 
State  of  Illinois  who  do  not  believe  in  the  Dred 
Scott  decision  1  assure  the  honorable  Senator 
they  will  not  be  at  all  distiu'bed  by  a  proposition 
confining  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  I'erritory  of 
Montana  to  free  male  ciiizena  of  the  United  States 
ami  tho.se  who  luxve  declared  their  intention  to 
become  such. 
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Mr.  President,  I  am  willing  that  the  courts 
shall  determine  whether  colored  men  are  citizens 
or  not,  but  while  they  are  fighting  in  our  armies 
I  am  opposed  to  putting  an  offensive  clause  like 
this  in  any  bill  that  may  be  passed  here  in  Con- 
gress. 1  am  opposed  to  being  governed  any 
longer  by  that  wicked  pro-slavery  prejudice  that 
has  ruled  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  is  to-day  exerting  an 
influence  over  the  minds  of  many  of  our  Repub- 
lican members  which  it  ought  not  to  exert,  and 
which  they  ought  to  tread  upon  and  spit  upon 
here  in  this  Congress  and  always  hereafter.  If 
we  are  to  go  on  trembling,  higgling,  afraid  of  this 
ghost  of  slavery  and  of  this  prejudice  which  has 
exerted  such  a  pernicious  influence  for  half  a 
century  past,  we  may  as  well  give  up  this  con- 
test at  once.  We  are  fighting  against  this  very 
principle,  this  very  element  which  lias  exerted  so 
powerful  an  influence  in  this  country  heretofore, 
and  which  has  at  last  deluged  the  land  in  blood. 

The  honorable  Senator  talked  about  our  viola- 
ting the  Constitution,  and  he  said  that  we  were 
figliting  for  liberty  regulated  by  law.  I  want  to 
regulate  liberty  by  law;  and  I  want  the  men  who 
are  fighting  for  liberty  on  this  continent  to  know 
that  they  have  frien'Os  who  dare  to  acknowledge 
their  manhood,  and  who  refuse  to  insert  into  any 
law  of  Congress  odious  and  offensive  provisions 
tending  to  keep  up  wicked  prejudice  against  them. 

I  do  not  know  whether  negroes  will  vole  in 
Montana  or  not.  The  amendment  that  I  offered, 
except  that  portion  of  it  which  relates  to  foreigners, 
did  not  relate  so  much  to  the  practical  question  of 
what  men  were  to  vote  or  hold  office  in  Montana  as 
it  went  to  this  point;  1  want  Congress  to  cease  to 
legislate  in  the  interest  of  slavery  and  in  the  in- 
terest of  those  who  are  to-day  trying  to  uphold 
it.  The  quicker  we  strike  at  it  the  better.  The 
quicker  the  public  sentiment  of  this  country  is 
brougiit  up  to  that  standard  of  right  and  justice 
which  all  men  acknowledge  to  be  right  and  just, 
the  better;  but  we  shall  nevercome  up  toitby  such 
speeches  as  that  made  by  tlie  honorable  Senator 
from  Illinois  yesterday. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  am  always  delighted 
to  hear  the  Senator  from  Minnesota,  for  he  speaks 
his  views  frankly,  and  presents  his  sentiments 
squarely  before  the  Senate  and  the  country.  He 
announces  the  proposition  that  the  sooner  we 
come  up  to  the  sentiment  embodied  in  his  amend- 
ment the  better;  that  we  have  got  to  meet  that 
question,  and  the  sooner  we  meet  it  the  better; 
not  as  a  practical  question,  for  the  Senator  does 
not  claim  tha-t  there  is  a  single  negro  in  Montana. 
He  does  not  claim,  I  think,  that  there  is  likely  to 
be  one  there. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  did  not  say  that.  There 
are  some  negroes  there.  I  wish  to  state  that  1 
called  upon  a  friend  of  mine  who  had  moved  into 
Montana  from  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  I  asked 
him  that  question.  He  replied  that  there  were 
negroes  there;  that  one  of  the  most  respectable 
men  in  the  Territory  was  a  negro  worth  over  fifty 
thousand  dollars-.  That  was'  told  me  by  Mr. 
Langford,  a  very  respectable  gentleman  now  liv- 
ing in  Montana. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Then  there  is  one  negro 
in  Montana  worth  j|50,000.  Under  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  which  recognize  a  negro 
to  be  as  good  as  a  white  man  provided  he  is  worth 
$250,  that  particular  negro  could  vote.  But  that 
there  are  one  or  two,  or  three  negroes  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Montana  does  not  raise  a  question  of 
practical  importance.  It  has  been  announced  by 
Senators  here  that  there  were  none  of  the  persons 
of  this  class  in  that  Territory,  and  I  presumed 
they  knew;  I  have  no  inforjmation  on  the  subject 
myself. 

The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota is  that  the  negroes  shall  have  the  right  of 
voting  in  this  Territory,  not  because  there  is  any 
considerable  proportion  of  that  class  of  persons 
there,  but  simply  to  assert  a  principle  or  a  senti- 
ment. Now,  what  sentiment  ia  it  desired  to  as- 
sert? That  the  negro  in  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States  sliall  have  the  rightofvotinenlone- 
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side  of  the  white  man.  How  many  of  the  States 
in  this  Union  have  recognized  that  sentiment? 
I  believe  some  of  the  New  England  States  have; 
a  qualified  recognition  is  given  in  New  York; 
but  I  think  in  the  Northwest,  almost  without  an 
exception,  the  States  have  expressed  the  senti- 
ment of  the  people  that  the  negroes  ought  not  to 
vote  along  with  the  whites,  that  they  ought  not  to 
control  the  affairs  of  the  Grovernment,  that  they 
belong  to  an  inferior  class,  that  the  Govemment 
of  the  United  States  and  the  States  were  consti- 
tuted for  the  white  man  by  white  men.  I  desire 
to  ask  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  whether  under 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  his  State  the  negro 
is  entitPed  to  a  vote? 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Does  the  Senator  wish  an 
answer? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  He  is  not;  but  I  wish  to 
add  that  if  the  vote  were  taken  to-day,  a  very  dif- 
ferent expression  would  come  in  from  the  people 
of  that  State.  We  were  under  pro-slavery  do- 
minion when  our  constitution  was  adopted;  but 
I  thank  God  it  has  passed  away. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.'  I  was  not  aware  that  the 
institution  of  slavery  had  ever  existed  in  the 
State  of  Minnesota.  I  thought  when  it  was  a 
Territory  that  it  was  a  free  Territory;  and  I  have 
befen  under  the  impression  that  since  it  became  a 
State  it  has  been  a  free  State;  and  1  cannot  see 
how  it  is  that  the  State  of  Minnesota  has  been 
at  any  time  under  pro-slavery  control. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Will  the  Senator  permit 
me? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     Certainly,  sir. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Slaves  have  been  held 
by  tlieir  masters,  or  pretended  masters,  at  Fort 
Snelling,  in  Minnesota. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
fact,  except  as  the  fact  was  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  country  in  the  Dred  Scott  case.  I  be- 
lieve for  a  year  or  two  the  owner  of  Dred  Scott 
did  hold  him  at  Fort  Snelling.  I  think,  however, 
that  was  before  Minnesota  was  organized  into  a 
separate  Territory. 

But,  sir,  the  Senator  says  now  to  the  Senate 
that  his  own  people  in  their  constitution  and  laws 
have  said  that  they  do  not  believe  the  negro  ought 
to  go  to  the  polls  with  them  and  control  the  elec- 
tions. Then  whom  does  the  Senator  from  Min- 
nesota represent  in  this  body  when  he  asks  that 
this  privilege  shall  be  extended  in  this  new  Ter- 
ritory of  Montana?  He  does  not  represent  the 
people  of  Montana,  because  I  have  not  heard  that 
there  are  any  petitions  in  this  body  from  that 
people  upon  this  subject;  and  I  think  the  Senator 
will  scarcely  say  that  he  has  any  instructions  from 
the  people  of  Montana  upon  it;  and  from  his  own 
State,  so  far  as  we  gather  it  from  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  that  State,  he  is  instructed  to  say  that 
they  shall  not  be  allowed  to  vote.  I  have  from 
the  State  which  I  represent  in  connection  with  my 
distinguished  colleague  distinct  instructions  that 
the  negro  and  the  Indian  are  not  to  be  allowed  to 
vote,  but  that  Indiana  shall  be  the  home  of  the 
free  white  man,  his  wife,  and  child. 

Now,  sir,  as  this  is  not  a  practical  question, 
what  does  the  Senator  from  Miimesota  propose? 
Not  to  confer  a  substantial  right,  not  to  recognize 
for  people  that  are  there  political  privileges,  but 
to  assert  a  sentiment,  as  he  expresses  it;  and  what 
is  that?  Wtien  the  great  body  of  the  northern 
States  have  said  that  none  but  white  men  should 
vote,  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  and  the  Senate 
the  other  day  by  its  vote  said  that,  as  a  senti- 
ment, it  was  right  that  the  negro  should  be  equal 
in  his  political  privileges  with  the  white  man. 

Then,  sir,  this  is  not  important  as  a  matter  of 
practical  legislation,  but  is  important  only  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  that  sentiment  which  is 
distasteful,  I  undertake  to  say,  to  the  people  of  the 
North,  as  we  may  gather  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  of  the  North  from  their  constitutions  and 
laws.  I  am  glad  that  the  Senator  express'es  him- 
self fairly  and  squarely.  But  I  niulerstood  him 
to  say  that  he  was  willing  to  yield  to  the  judgment 
of  the  court  whether  the  negro  was  a  citizen  or 


not,  and  whether,  under  the  language  which  he 
has  adopted  in  his  amendment,  the  negro  can  vote. 
Why  does  he  not  yield  to  the  decision  of  the 
court?  Why  does  he  still  insist  that  the  negro, 
under  the  language  which  he  hasadopted,  will  be 
entitled  to  a  vote?  Has  the  Supreme  Court  not 
decided  the  question  that  the  negro  is  not,  and 
catmot  be,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  under 
the  Constitution?  The  Senator  cannot  say  that 
that  question  was  not  before  the  Supreme  Court. 
All  critics,  all  jurists  reviewing  the  Dred  Scott 
decision  have  admitted  that  that  question  was  be- 
fore the  court;  for  it  was  a  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion raised  by  the  plea  below,  the  questioiTof 
jurisdiction  depending  upon  the  very  question 
whether  Dred  Scott  was  or  could  be  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States. 

Then  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
the  court  of  last  resort,  the  court  of  highest  au- 
thority upon  a  constitutional  question,  having 
decided  upon  the  question  ftiirly  before  it  in- 
volved in  the  record,  and  which  the  court  had  to 
meet  at  the  outset,  having  decided  that  the  negro 
is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  how  is  it  that 
the  Senator  contests  that  decision,  and  in  the 
same  sf)eech  admits  that  he  ought  to  bow  to  the 
authority  of  the  court? 

I  did  not  intend  to  discuss  this  question,  sir, 
but  I  desired  that  the  question  should  be  made  a 
plain  one.  It  is  not  a  question  of  practical  legis- 
lation, but  a  question  whether  the  Senate  shall 
say  to  the  people  of  the  country  that  the  negro 
ought  to  be  a  voter.  When  the  Senate  says  by 
its  vote  that  he  ought  to  be  a  voter  in  Montana, 
the  Senate  says  that  he  ought  to  be  a  voter  in  In- 
diana and  in  the  States,  because  it  is  a  political 
right  which  lie  ought  to  enjoy;  and  I  desire  the 
people  of  the  country  to  understand  that  distinct 
proposition. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  have  no  objection  to 
this  going  to  another  committee  of  conference, 
and  i  am  free  to  state  that  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Minnesota  I  sec  that  there  is  a 
proposition  v/hich  is  an  improvement  to  the  bill; 
and  that  is  that  none  but  citizens  or  those  who 
have  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens 
should  be  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage.  Of 
that  part  of  his  amendment  1  am  in  favor,  and  I 
desire  the  bill  to  go  to  a  committee  of  conference 
between  this  House  and  thp  House  of  Represent- 
atives upon  that  subject.  But,  sir,  the  broad 
question  which  is  discussed  here  by  him  and  by 
other  Senators  as  to  whetlier  we  shallat  thistime 
declare  by  act  of  Congress  that  negroes  shall  be 
entitled  to  suffrage  either  in  the  Territories  or  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  is  a  question  which  it 
is  wholly  unnecessary  for  us  to  act  upon.  Being 
unnecessary  so  far  as  Montana  is  concerned,  it  is 
unwise  altogether  to  act  upon  it,  because  if  in- 
sisted upon  it  will  divide  the  loyal  people  of  this 
country. 

Mr.  President,  I  shall  speak  plainly  on  this 
question  and  without  fear  or  favor.  Last  fall 
what  was  the  condition  of  our  affairs?  Mr.  Val- 
landigham,  of  Ohio,  was  nominated  for  the  office 
of  Governor  of  that  State,  avowing  his  sympathy 
with  the  secessionists  in  many  respects,  wholly 
opposed  to  the  war,  taking  the  ground  that  he 
would  not  shed  another  drop  of  blood  or  vote 
another  dollar  for  its  prosecution.  A  |-)arty  in  the 
State  of  New  York  indorsed  him,  a  party  in  Penn- 
sylvania substantially  indorsed  him,  and  a  party 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  indor.sed  him  by  reso- 
lution also;  and  we  went  to  the  election,  and  what 
was  the  result?  That  parly,  by  the  power  of  its 
organization,  though  it  carried  Mr.  Vallandigham 
upon  its  shoulders,  who  avowed  that  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  war,  that  he  would  not  shed  another 
drop  of  blood  or  pay  another  dollar  to  prosecute 
this  war,  came  very  near  succeeding  in  electing 
the  friends  of  Vallandigham  to  power  in  many  of 
the  free  Slates,  the  grv.at  States,  the  controlling 
States  among  the  loyal  States  of  this  country. 
Pennsylvania  came  within  about  fifteen  thousand; 
Now  York  within  about  thirty  thousand,  in  a  vote 
of  five  or  six  hundred  thousand.  And,  sir,  let 
the  issue  now  be  changed,  chatigcd  from  a  party 
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aarrying  Valiandigham,  nn  avowed  opponent  of 
the  war  and  it)?  ]iroscrnlion,  as  their  chnmnion 
and  Iciidcr,  and  take;  up  McClellan  for  the  Presi- 
dency upon  ilic  platforin  of  tiie  prosecution  of  the 
wai-,  and  then  let  tlit-ni  charge  upon  the  party  in 
power  that  they  propose  to  conduct  this  election 
upon  the  basis  of  nc.irro  suffVage,  and  no  man  can 
doubt  for  one  moniont  as  to  the  result,  and  the 
man  is  blind  that  does  not  see  it  now  as  well  as  it 
will  be  seen  then. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  becomes  the 
duty  of  the  Chair  at  this  ho»ir  to  call  u[i  the  un- 
finished business  of  ye^jtcrday. 

Several  Senators,  (to  Mr.  Doolittle.)  Go  on. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  What  does  theSenator  wish? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Let  the  regular  bu.siness 
come  up.  If  thig  bill  can  go  to  a  conimiitee  of 
conference  very  well,  for  I  do  not  regard  this 
question  a.s  beinj;  necessarily  involved  in  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  regular  busi- 
ness of  the  day  i.s  before  the  Senate,  and  upon 
that  question  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Foster]  is  entitled  to  the  floor.  The  Chair  will, 
however,  with  his  consent,  present  some  bills 
fi-ocu  the  House  of  Representatives  for  reference. 

HOUSE  BILLS  REFKaRKD. 

The  following  bill  and  joint  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Rejiresentative.s  were  severally  rend 
twice  by  tlieir  titles,  and  referred  as  iiniicati^d 
below: 

A  bill  (No.  320')  supplementary  to  an  act  ap- 
proved July  14,  18G2,  entitled  "  An  act  to  estab- 
lish ccrtrtin  post  road.<!,and  for  other  purposes" — 
to  the  Coniinittec  on  Post  Offices  and  Postllcjads. 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  66)  setting  apart  the 
old  Hall  of  the  Hou.se  of  Representatives  as  a 
hall  of  statuary — to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds. 

TAXATION  IN  WASIIINOTON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Soorelary  request  the  HouiO  of  Rcp- 
reBentativos  to  return  to  ilie  Sen.Tte  llie  iiiessagc  inlbrniiiig 
the  House  that  the  Senate  had  agreed  to  U.a  nineiiihneiits 
to  the  bill  (S.  No.  I2G)  ti)  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
li>hal)itantsof  iho  city  ol  Washington,  passed  May  15,  J800. 

Mr.  H.\LE  submitted  a  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  concurring  in  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  Senate  bill  No.  126, 
and  It  was  entered. 

REPEAL  OF  FUaiTIVK  SLAVE  LAW. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (S.  No.  141)  to  repeal  all  acts  for  the  rendi- 
tion of  fugitives  from  .service  or  labor,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Mr.  President,  for  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senat^  I  shall  give  my  vole  on 
its  passage  with  very  great  pleasure.  Its  effect 
will  be  to  repeal  the  law  of  1850,  popularly  known 
as  tlie  fugitive  slave  law,  in  my  opinion  a  most 
iniquitous  mea.s-.ure,  and  certainly  most  obnox- 
ious to  the  |)eople  of  the  free  States  tVoin  the  day 
of  its  passage  to  the  piresenl  hour.  That  bill  was 
passed  in  a  period  of  great  excitement  in  the 
country.  A  malicious  and  malignant  spirit  had 
been  excited;  .■sectional  and  partisan  feeling  raged 
over  the  land.  An  arrogant  and  defiant  party, 
Jn  their  pride  of  power,  passed  that  bill  through 
both  Houses  of  Congress.  It  has  the  forms  of 
law,  and  has  stood  unrepealed  to  this  day.  From 
the  first  day  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seal  in  this 
body  until  now,  1  should  have  voted  cheerfully 
for  its  repeal  at  any  lime.  I  have  heard  that  law 
denounced  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  [Mr.  Hale]  in  the  indignant,  elo- 
quent terms  which  he  knows  so  well  how  to  cm- 
ploy.  1  have  also  heard  it  denounced  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Sum- 
ner] in  like  terms;  and  although  I  may  not  by 
any  eflforl  of  mine  call  to  my  aid  words  so  fit  and 
proper,  so  emphatic  and  so  significant,  as  are 
readily  commanded  by  those  gentlemen  in  char- 
acterizing that  law,  neither  of  them  can  vole  for 
its  repeal  with  more  cordiality  than  1  can  and 
ahall. 

I  will  not  slop  now  to  enumerate  my  objections 
to  that  law.  It  is  unnecessary.  There  are  pro- 
visions in  it  which  I  believe  are  unconstitutional. 
Among  them  there  is  u  single  one  to  which  1  will 
uliudc,  thai  v/hich  gives  judicial  powers  to  certain 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  courts  for  min- 
LSlcrial  purposes,  to  decide  all  queslions  ari.sing 
on  •  cirvim  inaiic,  in   the  fare,  an  it  soemi*  to  me. 


of  th(>  first  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  provides  that 

'•  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  Stales  shall  be  vested 
In  one  Supreme  Court  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the 
Congress  laay  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish.  The 
judges  both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts  shall  liold 
their  otiiccs  during  good  beliavior.  and  shall  atstated  times 
receive  for  their  services  a  compensation  which  shallnot 
be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  olfiee." 

Whether  or-not  an  alleged  fugitive  shall  be  re- 
turned to  the  State  from  whence  he  is  said  to 
have  escaped  is  clearly  a  judicial  question,  and 
can  be  passed  upon,  in  my  apprehension,  only 
by  a  person  clothed  with  judicial  power  and  au- 
thority. A  commissioner  appointed  by  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  court.-?  merely  to  take  affidavits 
and  to  perform  other  like  duties  is  no  such  offi- 
cer. He  is  no  judge.  He  is  clothed  with  no  judi- 
cial power.  However  corruptly  he  may  act,  he 
is  not  liable  to  impeachment.  He  is  a  man  wholly 
irresponsible.  To  commit  such  important  and 
such  delicate  duties  as  those  here  in  question  to 
such  men  is,  as  it  seems  to  me,  a  gross  violation 
of  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  I  have 
read . 

But,  sir,  as  I  have  already  stated,  I  do  not  pro- 
po.se  to  make  an  extended  examination  of  the  fu- 
gitive slave  law  of  1850.  1  voted  to  amend  the 
bill  now  before  the  Senate  as  it  came  from  the 
committee,  in  order  to  savefroin  its  operation  the 
act  of  179.3  regarding  the  same  subject-matter,  and 
I  did  so  for  reasons  quite  satisfactory  to  myself. 
Indeed  if  I  had  allowed  this  bill  to  pass  as  it  ori- 
ginally stood,  repealing  the  act  of  1793  with  the 
uctof  1850  for  the  reasons  that  were  urged  for  its 
repeal,  I  should  have  felt  that  I  was  casting  dis- 
honor and  reproach  U))on  the  memory  of  the  men 
who  were  my  predecessors  in  this  body,  at  that 
time  representing  the  State  of  Connecticut,  than 
whom  there  were  no  more  eminent  in  the  land, 
respected  and  honored  while  living  and  revered 
now  that  they  are  dead,  Roger  Sherman  and 
Oliver  Ellsworth.  For  me  to  vote  to  repeal  a 
law  intended  to  carry  out  a  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  tho.se  gentlemen  aided  first  in 
making  and  then  in  passing  is  a  bold  step;  spe- 
cially so  if  placed  on  the  ground  that  in  enacting 
it  they  were  usurping  powers  not  belonging  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  are  unconstitutional  and  there- 
fore null  and  void.  1  am  not  prepared  to  assert 
this,  nor  can  1  assent  to  such  an  assertion. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Will  the  Senator  be  good 
enough ,  while  he  is  on  that  point,  to  state  his  au- 
thoritv  for  saying  that  those  two  eminent  persons 
gave  their  consent  to  either  of  those  propositions, 
either  in  the  Constitution  or  in  Congress  .'  Show 
the  yeas  and  nays,  show  that  those  men,  his  pre- 
decessors, ever  registered  their  names  for  .such 
an  outrage. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Mr.  President,  I  will  not  prom- 
ise to  sati.sfy  the  honorable  Senator;  1  do  not  as- 
sume to  do  that,  because  where  a  man  reasons 
with  his  v/ill  you  cannot  put  him  down  by  ar- 
guments or  facts.  I  will  show,  however,  by  the 
record,  what' to  most  minds  will  be  equally  sat- 
isfactory as  the  yeas  and  nays,  that  both  those 
gentlemen  did  vote  for  the  law  of  1793  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  and  Roger  Sherman  was  on  the  com- 
mittee who  I'ramed  the  bill  and  who  reported  it. 
So  much  I  will  show  the  gentleman  tVom  the  rec- 
ord presently.  Oliver  Ellsworth  was  his  col- 
league in  this  body  at  the  time  it  passed;  and  al- 
though I  cannot  show  the  honorable  Senator  yeas 
and  nay.-^  on  its  passage,  for  they  were  not  taken, 
the  record  shows  that  it  passed  without  a  division; 
it  |)assed,  as  it  appears,  tinanimously.  That  may 
not  satisfy  the  honorable  Senator.  I  did  not 
promise  to  satisfy  him;  but  those  arc  the  facts. 
It  is  tolerably  satisfactory  to  a  man  who  does 
not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  the  sun  and  then 
say  all  is  dark:  I  will  it  to  be  dark;  therefore  it  is. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  will  it  to  be  light. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Alassachusetts  will  not  interrupt  theSenator  from 
Connecticut  when  he  is  speaking. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Itis  no  interruption, Mr.  Pres- 
ident. 1  always  hear  the  Senator  with  great  pleas- 
ure; but  he  will  [)ardoii  me  for  suggesting  that  the 
divine  prerogative  has  not  yet  been  vouchsafed  to 
him  of  saying,  "Let  there  be  light, and  there  was 
light."  I  yield  all  that  bidong.stoa  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  in  this  body  to  the  Senator,  as  an 
eminent,  worlhy,  distinguished  representative  of 
hlB  Slate;  Hiijl,  sir,  I  may  without  offense  remind 


that  honorable  Senator  that  brave  men  lived  be- 
fore Agamemnon,  and  that  Roger  Sherman  and 
Oliver  Ellsworth  lived  before  him.  They  were 
sons  of  Connecticut  whom  1  cannot  hear  aspersed 
without  defending  for  at  least  attempting  to  defend 
them. 

Let  me  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  I 
will  do  so  briefly,  to  this  law  of  1793,  in  order 
that  1  may  not  under  any  circum.stances  misrep- 
resent what  actually  occurred.  I  read  from  the 
460th  page  of  the  Journal  of  the  Second  Congress. 
The  Journal  reads  th.utj: 

''  Thursday,  November  22, 1792. 

"On  motion, 

"Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Johnsioii, Cabot,  and  Read  be  a 
CBunnitteo  to  consider  tin;  expediency  of  a  law  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  pi'rsons  escaping  from  the  ser- 
vice of  their  masters,  and,it  llicy  think  proper,  to  report  a 
bill." 

That  is  the  first  entry  on  the  Journal.  The 
next  is: 

"TiiDRSDAY,  December  20,  1792. 

"  Mr.  Johnston,  from  the  committee  appointed  for  th?it 
purpose,  reported  a  hill  respecting  Ingitives  from  justice 
and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  ll;eir  masters; 
which  was  read  the  lirst  time. 

"  Ordered,  Thai  this  bill  pass  to  the  second  reading." 

"  Friday,  December  21,  1732. 

"  The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
respecting  fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  tlieir  maslei's;  and. 

"  Ordered,  Thatthefurllierconsidcration  thereof  be  post- 
poned." 

"  Wednesday,  December  25,  1792. 

"The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  re- 
specting fugitives  from  justice  ajid  persons  escaping  linm 
the  service  of  their  masters  ;  and,  after  deb.atc, 

"  Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  further  post- 
poned." 

"  Thursday,  December  27,  1792. 

"The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  re- 
specting fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters,  and,  after  debate, 

"A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  postpone  the  fur 
ther  consideration  thereof  to  thene.ttsession  of  Congress.'" 

"Friday,  December  98,  1792. 

"  The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the  hill  re 
specling  fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  I'lom 
the  service  of  their  masters;  and  the  motion  yesteulay 
made  thereon,  to  wit:  'That  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  postponed  to  the  iie.xt  session  of  Congress  ;' 
which  motion  passed  in  the  negative. 

"  On  motion, 

"  Ordered,  Tiiat  the  bill  be  recommitted;  and  that  Messrs. 
Taylor  and  Siierman" — 

Roger  Sherman,  Mr.  President — 

"  he  added  to  the  committee,  who  are  instructed  to  consider 
the  subject  generally  and  report  thereon." 

The  committee  originally  consisted  of  three. 
They  reported  a  bill  which  wa.s  debated  as  1  have 
shown.  It  was  then  recommitted,  and  two  gen- 
tlemen, of  v^hom  Roger  Sherman  was  one,  were 
added  to  the  committee. 

"  Thursday,  Januai-y  3,  1793. 

"Mr.  JoHNsxoN,  from  the  committee  on  the  bill  respec^t- 
ing  fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from  the 
serviceof  their  masters,  reported  amendments ;  which  were 
read. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate." 

"Friday,  January  4, 1793. 
"The  Senate  resumed  the  second  leading  of  the  hill  re 
spectlng  fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters,  and  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee thereon;  and,  after  debate,  the  consideration  thcri'of 
was  lurther  postponed." 

"Monday,  January  7,  1793. 

"On  motion, 

"  Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill 
respecting  fugitives  from  justice  and  person.s  <!scaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters  be  further  postponed." 

"  Tuesday,  January  6,  1793. 

"On  motion, 

"The  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting  fugitives  from 
justice  and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  mas- 
ters was  postponed  to  Monday  next." 

"Tuesday,  January  15,  1793. 

"The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  coiiimillec  on  the  hill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice 
and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  and 
the  amendments  proposed  ;  and,  aftiT  debat(\ 

"  Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereolbe  furtluu- post- 
poned." 

I  hope  the  Senate  will  not  be  out  of  patience 
while  I  read  a  very  few  more  of  these  orders  of 
the  Senate.  I  do  it  among  other  things  to  ahow 
that  this  bill  was  deliberately  considered  by  the 
Senate,  not  rushed  through  with  a  vidocity  such 
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as  the  lionorable  Senator  from  Mnssachusctts 
proposed  to  give  this  hill  repealing  it  yesterday, 
setting  at  naught  the  speed  of  railroads  and  steam- 
boats. It  could  be  likened  only  to  the  naagnetic 
telegraph — repealing  laws  by  electricity: 

"  Wednesday,  January  16, 1793. 

"The  Scr.;itc  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  cominilteo  on  tlie  bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justiee 
and  persons  escaping  from  tlie  service  of  their  masters,  and 
tlie  amendments  i)roposed  ;  and,  after  progress, 

"Tiie  Senate  adjourned  until  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning." 

"Thursday,  January  17,  1793. 

"  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice 
and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters;  and 
having  amended  the  report,  it  was  adopted,  and  agreed  that 
the  hill  be  amended  accordingly. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  t»  the  third  reading." 

"  Friday,  January  18,  1793. 

"The  bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice  and  persons 
escaping  from  tile  service  of  their  masters  was  read  the 
third  lime  ;  and,  being  further  amended, 

"  On  nioUoii 

"To  strike  out  $500,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  a  less 
sum,  in  section  fourth,  the  penalty  on  '  any  person  who 
sliall  knowingly  and  willingly  obstructor  hinder  fuch  claim- 
ant, his  agent  or  attorney,  in  so  seizing  or  arresting  such 
fugitive  from  labor,  or  shall  rescue  such  fugitive  from  such 
claimant,  his  agent  or  attorney,  when  soarrested,  pursuant 
to  tln^  authority  herein  given  or  declared  ;  or  shall  harboror 
conceal  such  person,  alter  notice  that  he  or  site  was  a  fu- 
gitive from  labor  as  aforesaid:' 

"It  parsed  in  the  negative. 

"  Ri'solved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  engrossed  ;  and 
that  tln^  title  thereof  be  'An  act  respecting  fugitives  from 
justice  and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  mas- 
ters.' 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  this  bill." 

Air.  President,  that  is  the  record.  That  Mr. 
Sherman  and  Mr.  Ellsworth  both  voted  for  it  I 
cannot  aver;  but  the  record  shows  every  fact 
which  would  induce  us  to  believe  that  they  did, 
for  there  was  no  division,  no  dissenting  voice. 
That  Mr.  Ellsworth  was  present  appears  by  the 
record,  for  tlie  next  entry  in  the  Journal  is: 

"Air.  Ellsworth,  from  the  conunittee  to  whom  was  fe- 
ferred  the  bill  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to-in- 
valid pensions,' reported  the  bill  with  amendments,  which 
were  read." 

If  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Ellsworth  entertained 
the  views  which  -the  honorable  Senator  does  in 
regard  to  that  bill  they  would  not  have  sat  by  aiid 
witnessed  its  passage  without  one  word  of  oppo- 
sition or  asking  a  division  of  the  Senate.  1  say 
tlie  record,  therefore,  is  as  complete  and  perfect, 
going  to  show  that  they  both  voted  for  that  bill, 
as  though  1  had  what  the  Senator  asked  for,  the 
yeas  and  nays,  showing  their  names  among  the 
yeas. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  will  allow  me 
to  remind  him  that  the  record  does  not  show 
whether  they  spoke  for  or  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  FOSTER.     No;  it  does  not. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  How  can  he  say  that  both  of 
them  did  not  speak  against  it? 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Because  neither  of  them  voted 
against  it,  and  neither  of  them  asked  a  division 
of  the  Senate  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     That  does  not  follow. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  "  Jt  does  not  follow,"  does  it 
noti"  Who  in  this  body  ever  opposed  a  bill  on 
the  principle  urged  against  this,  and  then,  when 
it  was  put  upon  its  passage,  said  not  ontj  word 
which  should  appear  on  the  record,  nor  asked  that 
a  division  be  had  or  the  yeas  and  nays  ordered, 
that  it  might  be  seen  who  was  for  and  who  was 
against  it.' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  is  done  again  and  again, 
and  constiintly. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  Senator  says  it  is  done 
again  and  again,  and  constantly.  I  have  never 
known  It  to  be  done.  It  may  have  been  done;  it 
lias  been  done  on  some  unimportant  tnatter  where 
a  man  was  alone  or  nearly  alone  and  did  not  care 
about  pulling  himselfon  the  record.  1  agree  men 
may  speak  againsta  trivial  bill  and  not  on  the  final 
passage  ask  a  division  when  they  see  there  is  an 
ovcrwhelmiiif!;  vote  against  them. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  That  may  liavc  been  the  very 
case  here.  Those  two  patriots  from  Connecticut 
were  already  on  record  against  slavery  and  may 
have  said,  their  records  were  perfectly  ample, 
they  had  s|)oken;  they  were  known  to  be  against 
slavery;  and  they  forbore  to'call  the  yeas  and 
Jiaye. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  That  does  not  quite  follow. 
It  docs  not  answer*  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 


Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Ellsworth  were  not  that 
class  of  men  who  would  allow  a  measure  of  this 
sort,  which  is  what  the  Senator  calls  a  usurpa- 
tion, ft  direct  invasion  of  (he  Constitution,  an  un- 
righteous, inhuman,  barbarous  law,  lo  pas.-?,  and 
rest  silent  and  dumb  upon  the  laurels  which  they 
had  won  opposing  slavery.  Where  did  they  op- 
pose slavery .'  In  the  Con  vent  ion,  at  ho  me,  abroad, 
everywhere;  and  just  as  much,  as  I  trust  and  be- 
lieve, in  voting  for  this  bill  as  in  any  other  way. 
It  was  but  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  as  they  believed,  and  therefore  they 
voted,  as  I  believe,  for  the  measure. 

The  other  members  of  the  Senate  at  that  time 
were  eminent  men.  This  it  will  be  observed  was 
the  Second  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Many 
of  the  men  in  both  branches  of  Congress  were 
fresh  frcin  the  Convention  that  made  the  Consti- 
tution. Gcbrge  Washington  was  President  of 
the  United  States.  John  Adams  was  Vice  Presi- 
dent. John  Langdon  was  President  pro  tempore 
of  this  body,  and  occupied  the  chairwhich  you, 
Mr.  President,  now  fill.  In  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives Jonathan  Trumbull  v/as  Sjieaker. 
James  Flillhouso  was  one  of  the  members  from 
Connecticut.  Other  members,  not  unknown  to 
fame,  sat  there. 

The  bill  was  sent  to  the  House.  It  passed  that 
body  on  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  but  seven  men 
voted  against  it,  and  those  were  not  exclusively 
northern  or  exclusively  southern  men.  A  por- 
tion were  from  the  Noith  and  a  portion  from  the 
South;one  wasfromVirginia,one  from  Maryland, 
the  rest  from  Massachusetts  and  other  States; 
but  there  was  no  sectional  and  no  party  division 
on  that  question.  The  voteagainstitin  thePIouse 
of  Representatives,  consisting  as  I  have  said  of 
only  seven  men,  on  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  is  abund- 
ant evidence,  to  my  mind^that  nobody  at  that 
day  entertained  any  doubia  about  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  measure,  and  it  was  almost  a 
unanimous  opinion  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  such  a  law.  Mr.  President,  I 
cannot  but  consider  a  law  of  this  kind  passed 
under  these  circumstances  as  having  in  some  sort 
the  sanctity  which  belongs  to  the  Constitution 
itself.  It  is  connected,,  certainly,  with  an  import- 
ant provision  of  the  Constitution.  Sha!!  we, 
after  more  than  seventy  years,  sitting  in  the  seats 
which  those  men  occupied,  (ieny  to  thein  what 
we  claim  for  ourselves,  the  power  to  understand 
correctly  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  which 
their  hands  had  made.'  Who  are  we,  that  wis- 
dom has  come  to  us  which  was  denied  to  them.' 
1  surely  am  not  disposed  to  depreciate  the  men 
of  tlie  present  day,  and  least  of  all  the  honorable 
and  worthy  men  around  me,  for  all  of  whom  I 
entertain  feelings  of  the  most  unfeigned  respect. 
But,  sir,  who  of  us  are  desirous  of  instituting-  a 
comparison  between  ourselves  and  the  members 
of  the  Senate  of  1793.'  Others  may  speak  for 
themselves.  However  much  of  arrogance  1  may 
possess  or  exhibit  at  certain  times  or  on  certain 
occasions,  I  sliould  shrink  with  unaflfected  mod- 
esty from  being  compared  witli  Roger  Sherman 
or  Oliver  Ellsworth. 

This  law  of  1793  adopts  the  language  of  the 
Constitution.  It  is  a  short  bill  containing  only 
four  sections.  The  first  two  sections  relate  to 
fugitives  from  justice;  the  other  two  to  fugitives 
from  labor;  and  the  expressions  that  arc  used  are 
identical  with  those  used  in  the  Constitution. 
The  third  section  of  that  act,  which  is  the  first 
that  refers  to  the  subject  now  in  hand,  reads  thus: 

"Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  il,  also  enacted,  Tliat  when  a  person 
lield  to  labor  in  any  of  the  United  States,  or  in  cither  of 
tlie  Territories  on  the  nortliwesiur  south  of  the  riverOhio, 
under  the  laws  thereof,  shall  esea|ie  into  any  otlier  of  the 
said  States  or  Territory,  the  peison  to  whom  suchlaboror 
service  may  be  due,  his  agent  or  attorney.  Is  lierehy  em- 
powered to  seize orarrest  such  fugitive  from  labor,  and  to 
talce  him  or  her  before  any  judgeof  thecircuitordistriet 
courts  of  the  United  States,  residing  or  being  within  the 
State,  or  befori!  any  magistrate  of  a  county,  city,  or  town 
corporate,  wherein  such  teiziiro  orarrest  shall  Ije  made, 
and  upon  proof  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  judge  or  magis- 
trate, either  by  oral  testimony  or  affidavit  taken  before  atul 
certified  by  a  magistrate  of  any  such  State  orTerritory,  that 
tlie  p(^rson  so  seized  ortu-resK-d,  doth,  mider  the  laws  of  the 
Slate  orTerritory  from  which  he  or  she  fled,  owe  service 
or  labor  to  the  person  claitning  him  or  her,  il  shall  bi.'  the 
duty  of  such  judge  or  magistrate  to  give  iicertilicale  thereof 
to  such  claimant,  hi;:  agent  or  attorney,  wltich  shtill  he  suf- 
ficient warrant  for  removing  the  said  fugitive  from  labor 
to  tlie  Suite  or  Territory  from  which  he  in- she  fled." 

The  terms  employed  in  this  section  are  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution,  and  if  the  Con«titu- 
tion  itself  (if  1  may  be  pardoned  liie  cxprcs-sion) 


is  constitutional,  that  section  must  be  considered 
constitutional  also,  so  f)r  at  lea«t  as  the  descrip- 
tion of  persons  is  concerned.  It  is  true  that  \n 
tliat  section  power  is  given  to  magistrates  ap- 
pointed l)y  the  authority  of  the  States  to  act  un- 
der the  law,  and  so  far  as  that  is  concerned  the  Su- 
preme Court,  iii  the  case  which  has  been  referred 
to,  and  which  is  so  familiar,  the  case  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  against  Prigg,  held 
that  this  law  imposed  no  duties  on  such  magis- 
trates; that  those  magistrates  might  act  if  they 
pleased ,  unless  they  were  forbidden  by  the  States, 
which  States  had  a  right  to  forbid  them.  They 
were  not  bound  to  act,  and  only  magistrates  cre- 
ated by  authority  of  the  United  States,  judges, 
were  required  to  act  under  the  law,  and  all 
State  authorities  were  released  from  responsibiU 
ity.  That  effectually  relieved  the  free  Stales  from 
any  obligation  in  regard  to  this  law,  and  left  the 
curse  and  crime  of  slavery  to  be  borne  and  an- 
swered for  by  the  States  who  chose  to  continue  it. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
yesterday  in  his  discussion  wiih  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maryland  [l\Ir.  Johnson]  alluded 
to  the  fact  that  no  trial  by  jury  was  provided  in 
this  act,  and  therefore  il  was  unconstitutional. 
If  a  trial  by  jury  had  been  provided  it  would  not, 
as  I  understand  the  honorable  Scnatorfrom  Mas- 
sachusetts, inake  the  bill  one  whit  more  con- 
stitutional than  it  now  is;  it  would  be  just  as 
unconstitutional  with  a  trial  by  jury  provided  as 
it  is  without. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  would  remove  one  objec- 
tion to  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  "  It  would  remove  one  objec- 
tion to  it;"  but  what  difference  does  it  make  in 
tlii.s  law  to  add  that  clause  when  with  it,  as  well 
as  without  it,  it  is  still  an  unconstitutional  acts' 

.Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  an  army  of  objec- 
tions behind  that,  of  course. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  honorable  Senator  says 
there  is  an  army  of  objections  to  it;  and  in  that 
state  of  things  it  seemed  to  me — the  Senator  will 
pardon  me — mere  trifling  to  urge  an  objection 
whicli  if  it  did  not  exist  would  have  made  no 
difference.  If  there  is  an  army  of  objections  be- 
hind that  one,  why  did  the  Senator  urge  that  and 
leave  out  the  rest  of  the  army .'  Put  that  in  and 
the  law,  in  the  judgment  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator, is  equally  unconstitutional.  Why,  then,  I 
ask  again,  urge  that  as  an  argument  against  it? 

The  honorable  Senator  urged  other  arguments 
why,  as  he  says,  all  these  laws  regarding  fugi- 
tive slaves  ought  to  be  repealed.  One  was  the 
advantage  that  it  would  give  our  country  in  the 
eyes  of  foreign  nations;  that  we  were  now  thought 
ill  of  abroad  in  consequence  of  these  laws,  and  if 
we  would  repeal  them  we  should  place  ourselves 
right  in  the  judgment  of  European  nations,  and 
have  much  more  syinpathy,  many  more  friends, 
than  we  have  at  present.  The  honorable  Sena- 
tor, in  the  course  of  his  elaboration  of  that  argu- 
ment, if  such  it  m.ay  be,  called,  asserted  very  em- 
phatically that  we  did  not  know  how  great  evils 
we  were  suffering  abroad  in  consequence  of  the 
non-repeal  of  these  lav/s.  I  do  not  know  what 
sources  of  information  are  open  to  the  honoralsle 
Senator  that  are  not  open  to  the  rest  of  us.  He 
has,  I  know,  a  very  extensive  correspondence 
both  with  the  continent  of  Europe  and  the  island 
of  Great  Britain,  and  undoubtedly  has  private 
sources  of  information  not  possessed  by  many  ot 
us;  certainly  not  by  myself.  But,  sir,  what  is 
the  real  value,  what  is  the  weight  of  this  argu- 
ment as  to  tlie  views  and  opinions  of  foreign  na- 
tions on  this  subject .'  Is  it  an  argiirnent  fit  lo  be 
urged  upon  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
either  for  the  enactment  or  repeal  of  a  law  allVct- 
ing  our  internal  policy,  that  foreign  nations  will 
be  pleased  or  displeased.'  It  is  not  to  mo.  It 
would  not  have  had  weight  with  me  at  any  for- 
mer time,  and  least  of  all  at  the  present  time. 

How  do  we  now  stand  toward  European  na- 
tions generally,  or  rather  how  do  they  choose  to 
stand  toward  us.'  I  am  not  disposed  to  go  at 
length  into  that  que.'stion,  and  1  would  not  if  I 
coidd  say  anyihiiig  which  would  create  animos- 
ity or  widen  any  l)r«>ach  whicli  may  now  by  pos- 
sibility existeven  in  feelingbetwcpi)  usandany  for- 
ei"-n  nation,  l)ut  it  is  useli-ss  to  shut  our  eyes  to 
the  fact  that  the  great  commercial  nations  of  Eu- 
rope are  looking  and  have  been  looking  upon  our 
country  for  the  past  three  years  with  the  most  de- 
cided dislike  and  disfavor.  For  the  peopleof  that 
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section  of  our  country  which  is  in  opon  rebellion 
against  our  Constitution  and  laws  tliese  nations 
have  manirested  strongsynipathy  and  regard, giv- 
ing them  thoiraid,  countenance,  and  encourage- 
ment, in  all  fornns  and  ways,  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity has  offered. 

The  honorable  Senator  insists  that  it  is  because 
of  the  connection  of  our  Government  witli  slavery 
that  our  cause  is  thus  regarded  abroad.  Why 
does  not  that  fact  operate  to  provoke  the  dislike 
of  these  foreigners  toward  the  rebels  and  traitors 
who  are  trying  to  overthrow  the  Constitution  of 
tlieir  country,  and  bring  ruin  and  desolation  upon 
our  fair  land,  the  foundation,  the  very  corner- 
stone of  their  government  being  this  foul  and  odi- 
ous institution  of  slavery?  Both  the  great  com- 
mercial nations  of  Europe  have  been  givingevery 
facility  which  by  possibility  could  be  given,  with- 
out provoking  a  war  with  tliis  country,  to  those 
insurgents,  rebels,  and  pirates.  Wlien  their  pri- 
vateering— I  would  rather  say  (because  that  is 
the  better  and  more  appropriate  term)  their  pi- 
ratical— cruisers  have  gone  into  foreign  ports, 
how  have  tl«y  been  received.'  Why,  sir,  with 
all  the  courtesies  and  liospitalilies  which  one 
friendly  nation  exhibits  to  another.  The  officers 
and  men  have  been  welcomed,  feted,  dined,  and 
wined  both  by  official  personages  and  by  private 
citizens.  Compare  this  with  the  treatment  meted 
out  to  our  own  ships  of  war  when  they  have 
gone  into  foreign  ports.  Our  officers  and  men 
have  b(ittn  treated  coldly,  repulsively;  they  have 
been  insulted,  jostled,  and  elbowed  out  of  the 
way.  The  contrast  between  the  treatment  re- 
ceived by  these  piratical  cruisers  laden  with  plun- 
der robbed  from  our  peaceful  merchants,  whose 
ships  they  had  burned  on  the  high  seas,  and  ihe 
public  ships  of  the  fJnited  States  under  the  star- 
spangled  banner,  has  been  enough  to  make  the 
blood  of  every  true  American  tinj^le  in  his  veins, 
and  to  look  forward  to  a  time  of  reckoning  between 
us  and  those  who,  to  use  a  mercantile  phrase, 
have  been  opening  these  accounts  with  us.  Does 
tlie  honorable  Senator  now  want  to  pass  this  re- 
pealing law  to  please  England  and  France? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Ifthe  Senator  puts  that  ques- 
tion to  mo  in  good  faith— ^ — 

Mr.  FOSTER.     1  do  put  it  in  the  best  faith. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  will  say,  I  do  want  it  to 
enaijle  our  friends  in  France  and  England  to  main- 
tain our  cause  against  our  enemiiis  there,  against 
those  who  set  those  piratical  ships  afloat.  It  is 
to  sustain  our  friends,  to  sustaiti  thosi;  who  sus- 
tain us,  that  I  propose  to  put  my  country  right. 
The  Senator  proposes  to  keep  it  wrong. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  That  is  another  affair;  we  will 
see  about  that  by  and  by.  It  is  not,  then,  to 
gratify  the  Governments  of  the  two  nations  to 
which  I  nave  alluded,  but  to  please  our  friends, 
the  |ir.ople  of  tliose  two  nations,  or  some  portion 
of  tliB  people,  who  would  befriend  us  if  we  pur- 
sue'.', the  course  which  the  Senator  asks  us  to  pur- 
sue. 1  inquire  of  the  honorable  Senator  whether 
he  srjpj)oses  that  any  con.siderable  portion  of  the 
people  will  be  induced  to  rise  up  in  England  or 
France  against  their  respective  GoviM-nnients  and 
compel  a  change  of  policy,  and  whether  he  seri- 
ously asks  us  to  pass  laws  which  shall  bring  the 
people  of  France  in  collision  with  the  Emperor,  or 
the  peojile  of  England  in  collision  with  the  Crown 
and  Parliament. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Not  in  collision,  but ■ 

Mr.  FOSTER.  "  Not  in  collision  !"  That  is 
ft  sufficient  answer. 

Mr.  SUMNER..  But  I  do  ask  that  we  may 
pass  laws  that  shall  bring  the  public  opinion  of 
the  civilized  world  on  our  side.  The  Senator  ii}- 
siats  that  that  public  opinion  shall  be  against  us. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Mr.  President,  the  Senator  has 
no  right  to  put  any  otlur  liian  u  reasonal)le  con- 
struction t)n  my  ruuarks.  If  he  asserts  that  I 
wish  that  the  public  opinion  of  the  world  shall 
be  against^us,  1  am  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what 
remark  of  mine  that  assertion  is  founded.  I  iiave 
said  nothing  of  the  sort.  1  am  as  ambitious  of 
the  honest,  good  opinion  of  my  lillow-men,  and 
that  my  country  should  have  the  good  opinion  of 
foreign  nations,  as  the  honorable  Senator;  but  I 
am  not  disposed  to  crouch  and  crawl  and  beg 
cither  the  Government  or  the  people  of  any  coun- 
try to  look  with  favor  on  the  flag  of  the  United 
States.  The  day  is  distant,  I  trust,  when  1  shall 
be  driven  to  that  ncccsaity;  at  all  events,  it  has 
not  come  yet 


If  this  bill  had  passed  as  it  was  originally  re- 
ported, would  the  honorable  Swiator,  orany  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  take  a  certified  copy'of  it,  and 
go  abroad  to  England  to  circulate  it  among  our 
friends,  the  people  there,  to  win  their  friendship 
and  favor?  Then  I  suppose  it  would  be  uncourte- 
ous  should  he  fail  to  address  the  Glijeen  and  the 
Parliament.  Would  it  not  be  somewhat  after 
this  fashion:  "  May  it  please  your  Majesty,  and 
the  Lords  of  Parliament,  spiritual  and  tempcjral, 
and  the  Commons  of  England,  the  United  States 
of  America  have  repealed  certain  laws  which  were 
understood  to  be  distasteful  to  the  Crown  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  we  now  humbly  ask  that  you  will 
look  upon  us  with  increased  favor!"  1  am  not 
ambitious  of  going  on  such  a  mission  as  that, 
even  if  I  had  coupled  with  it  the  right  to  cross 
the  Channel  and  make  the  same  address  to  his 
Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  France,  and 
say  to  him,  "  May  it  please  your  Majesty" 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     "Sire." 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland  will  pardon  me;  I  am  not  well  versed 
in  court  phrases,  or  the  style  of  courtly  addresses. 

Mr.  HOWARD.     "Sieur." 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Michigan,  who  is  also  an  authority,  says  that  I 
should  say  "Sieur."  1  am,  as  you  see,  Mr. 
President,  not  fitted  for  the  mission  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  I  should  perform  its  duties  very 
bunglingly,  and  I  should  not  be  willing  to  make 
the  attempt  whila  I  remain  a  free  man,  and  my 
country  retains  her  independence. 

No,  Mr.  President,  the  way  to  win  the  respect 
of  foreign  nations  is  first  to  respect  ourselves; 
take  the  necessary  steps  for  speedily  crushing 
out  this  infamous  rebellion,  and  placing  our  coun- 
try, which  we  love,  the  land  of  our  birth,  in  such 
an  attitude  before  the'world  that  we  can  compel 
the  respect  of  all  other  nations.  Then  we  shall 
win  it,  and  not  till  then. 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  President,  foreign  nations 
are  not  looking  with  favor  on  Ihis  Republic,  and 
have  not  been  for  the  last  forty  years.  The  prin- 
ciples on  which  our  Government  is  based  are  an- 
tagonistic to  theirs.  If  our  system  shall  prove 
to  be  what  thus  far  it  has  been,  a  grand  success; 
if  our  Constitution  shall  abide  the  fearful  pressure 
from  within  and  without,  now  brought  to  bear  on 
it;  if  our  country  comes  out  of  tiiis  mighty  struggle 
still  standing  before  the  world  erect,  undivided, 
strong,  independent,  and  free,  with  no  star  fallen, 
but  new  ones  added  to  the  glorious  constellation 
on  the  folds  of  our  national  banner,  (and  with 
God's  blessing  all  these  things  shall  be,)  Euro- 
pean dynasties  may  date  their  downfall  from  that 
very  day.  Of  this  they  are  as  well  aware  as  we; 
tiiey  know  it.  When  steam  has  brought  Europe 
within  less  than  ten  days  of  our  country,  when 
the  magnetic  telegraph,  as  it  soon  will,  shall  ena- 
ble us  to  exchange  thoughls  with  the  Old  World 
within  a  few  hours,  the  influence  and  example  of 
this  Republic  on  the  continent  of  Europe  will  be 
overshadowing  and  overwhelming.  Revolutions 
which  no  human  power  can  ariest  will  be  in- 
aitgurated;  thrones  and  crowns  and  scepters,  all 
the  paraphernaliaofai  bitrary  power  will  be  swept 
from  the  earth  like  the  dust  of  the  summer's 
threshing-floor  before  the  breeze  of  heaven.  The 
"powers  that  be,  "therefore,  are  generally  leagued 
against  us;  they  are  in  sympathy  with  the  trai- 
tors to  our  country,  not  because  they  love  them 
any  better  than  us,  but  because  in  lliat  way  they 
think  to  disunite,  to  dissever,  to  di.sirUegrate  us, 
and  break  into  fragments  the  great  Republic. 
That  is  what  European  nations  arc  striving  and 
intending  to  do. 

Sir,  it  is  my  opinion — and  I  am  sorry  tliat  in 
that  opinion  I  have  not  the  concurrence  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts — that  we 
should  have  a  higher  standard  of  legislation  than 
to  please  foreign  nations,  and  that  an  argument 
of  that  sort  is  a  flimsy  one  at  all  times,  and  es- 
pecially, as  I  have  asserted,  at  the  present  time. 
What  nations  say  or  what  individuals  say  ought 
never  to  be  the  standard  of  duty  or  policy  either 
of  nations  or  of  individuals.  It  is  a  low  standard 
in  morals,  scarcely  less  low  in  legislation.  We 
should  do  that  which  is  right,  which  will  stand 
the  test  of  time,  and  let  those  who  nre.  disposed 
to  comtnent  or  censniT,  censure  if  they  will.  The 
late  John  duincy  Adams,  to  relieve  the  exhaust- 
ing duties  of  his  laborious  life,  amused  himself 


on  a  certain  occasion  by  writing  a  little  poem 
called,  if  I  mistake  not — I  have  not  seen  it  for 
many  years — Murdoch  McMorrough.  The  scene 
was  laid  in  Ireland,  and  in  the  course  of  the  nar-. 
rative  an  Irish  lady  leaves  her  home  and  the  house 
of  her  husband  by  night  under  the  most  disgrace- 
ful circumstances.  At  the  moment  of  departure, 
feeling  apparently  a  twinge  of  remorse  for  what 
was  to  follow,  she  cried  out  to  her  waiting-maid, 
who  accompanied  her,  "O  Agnes,  Agnes,  what 
will  people  say  ?"  [Laughter.]  I  trust,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, that  the  Congiess  of  the  United  States  are 
not  coming  down  to  that  standard.  It  is  too  low, 
altogether  too  low  for  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  "  What  will  people  say  ?"  is  not  the  ques- 
tion we  should  ask. 

Another  reason  urged  by  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor why  he  wanted  these  laws  repealed  was  that 
he  wanted  to  hit  slavery  wherever  he  could  find 
it.  So  do  I;  that  is,  as  I  understand  that  phrase. 
I  do  not  know  precisely  what  signification  he  gives 
to  it.  If  he  means  that  he  is  prepared  to  hit  sla- 
very wherever  he  can  find  it,  under  all  conceiv- 
able circumstances  and  on  all  possible  occasions, 
I  am  not  with  him.  I  presume  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor does  not  mean  that.  I  presume  he  does  not 
mean  that  the  end  sanctifies  the  means,  and  that 
he  may  make  use  of  every  possible,  every  imagin- 
able means  to — as  he  says — hit  slavery. 

Let  me  put  a  case.  Suppose  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator should  have  a  friend  (and  he  has  a  vast  num- 
ber) serving  in  the  armies  of  the  Republic  now 
in  the  field,  who  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to 
be  wounded  in  battle,  made  prisoner  by  the  rebels 
and  taken  within  their  lines;  his  wounds  prove 
mortal,  and  as  his  last  request  he  asks  that  his 
valued  friend,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, may  be  permitted  to  visit  him  and  re- 
ceive from  him  his  dying  message.  Suppose  fur- 
ther, what  I  agree  is  not  very  probable,  but  is 
still  possible,  that  the  rebel  authorities  should  ac- 
cede to  the  request,  should  send  a  flag  of  truce 
and  allow  him  to  pass  and  visit  his  dying  friend, 
simply  a!sking  from  him  a" pledge  that  in  going 
and  returning  through  their  lines  he  would  not 
make  or  receive  any  communication  except  to  and 
from  that  friend.  The  Senator  gives  that  pledge, 
]5asses  the  lines,  is  treated  with  courtesy,  receives 
the  last  words  of  his  dying  friend,  and  then  he 
is  ready  to  return  home.  Certain  slaves  now 
appear  to  whom  a  few  words  from  the  honorable 
Senator  would  point  the  way  and  insure  the  en- 
joyment of  freedom.  He  has  found  slavery,  and 
now  is  an  opportunity  "  to  hit  it,"  to  give  it  a 
practical  hit.  Would  the  honorable  Senator  feel 
at  liberty  to  say  to  those  slaves  "  follow  me,  you 
can  escape  from  slavery?"  1  presume  the  hon- 
orable Senator  would  consider  himself  insulted  if- 
1  should  ask  him  the  question  seriously,  as  I  cer- 
tainly do  not.  I  know,  as  well  as  he  does,  that 
in  such  circumstances  he  would  consider  hmiself 
bound  by  his  word  of  honor — ho  would  say  noth- 
ing, would  do  nothing;  he  would  neither  make 
nor  receive  a  communication  except  to  and  froni 
his  dying  friend  according  to  his  pledge. 

Does  he,  then,  by  this  expression,  "  hit  slavery 
wherever  he  can  find  it,"  mean  that  he  will  do 
anything  in  violation  of  his  word  of  honor,  his 
pledge?  Clearly  not,  as  I  presume.  Let  us  sup- 
pose, in.connection  with  the  same  imaginary  visit 
in  the  rebel  lines,  that  it  should  so  happen  that 
the  rebel  chief,  Jefferson  Davis,  was  asleep  in  his 
bed  in  a  room  adjacent  to  that  of  the  honorable 
Senator,  that  he  could  open  the  door,  jiass  in 
quietly,  and  take  the  life  of  that  traitor,  who  if 
he  had  a  thousand  lives  has  forfeited  them  all  to 
his  country;  would  the  honorable  Senator  feel, 
situated  as  1  have  supposed  him  to  be,  at  liberty 
to  put  that  traitor  and  rebel  to  death,  although 
by  so  doing  he  might  strike  at  the  very  vitahs  of 
this  rebellion  and  give  freedom  forever  to  millions 
of  his  fellow-men?  No,  Mr.  President,  the  hon- 
orable Senator  would  not  do  that.  He,  as  well  aa 
every  man  in  Christendom,  would  agree  that,ifhe 
did,  he  would  be  an  assas.sin  and  his  hands  would 
be  stained  with  the  blood  of  murder.  The  end, 
desirable  as  it  might  be,  would  not  sanctify  the 
means. 

The  honorable  Senator,  therefore,  when  he  says 
he  wants  to  hit  slavery  wherever  he  can  find  it, 
means  simply,  as  I  suppose,  that  he  will  hit  it 
wlj/'reverit  is  proper,  lawful, constitutional,  hon- 
orable, and  right  to  hit  it— nowhere  elsij,  at  no 
other  time,  on  no  othei*  occusion.    To  that  extent. 
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although  with  fi  much  more  feeble  firm  than  his,  I 
go  with  liim  fully,  heartily,  and,  if  need  be,  to  the 
death.  Does  the  honorable  Senator  ask  me  to  go 
further?  Does  he  ask  mc  to  violate  nny  word,  my 
oathjsthe  obligations  of  my  conscience  and  of  my 
understanding,  and  at  the  same  time  hold  those 
restraints  sacred  himself?  The  same  standard  of 
morality  which  he  considers  binding  on  him  he 
must  allow  to  be  equally  binding  on  me.  We  dif- 
fer as  to  its  application.  He  finds  nothing  in  the 
Constitution  which  recognizes  the  right  of  aloyal 
citizen  in  a  loyal  State  where  slavery  exists  to 
come  within  the  limits  of  a  free  State,  if  his  slave 
has  fled  there,  to  reclaim  him.  Many  persons  cer- 
tainly think  otherwise.  Is  it  quite  the  thing  for 
the  lionorable  Senator  to  assert  that  it  is  as  "clear 
as  the  multiplication  table,  as  the  ten  command- 
ments" that  they  are  wrong  and  he  right? 

There  are  men  who,  in  tiie  case  of  the  visit  I 
have  supposed,  would  say  to  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator, by  way  of  removing  any  conscientious 
scruples,  "  You  are  quite  justified  in  setting  these 
slaves  free;  you  are  perfectly  justified  in  taking 
the  life  of  Davis;  it  is  true  that  you  pledged  your 
word,  but  you  pledged  your  word  to  corruptreb- 
els,  ci'afty  traitors,  who  have  covered  the  land 
with  blood,  and  who  design  to  overthrow  and  de- 
stroy the  Government  of  their  country.  They 
have  forfeited  all  claims  and  rights;  you  have  but 
siricken  to  the  heart  a  man  who  ought  to  have  suf- 
fered death  long  ago.  To  rid  the  world  of  such 
an  incumbrance  i.g  to  confer  blessings  on  the  age 
and  on  future  ages.  Although  you  pledged  your 
v.^ord  to  the  contrary  you  arc  not  bound  to  keep 
it,  you  are  under  no  obligations  to  keep  faith 
with  men  of  this  character. " 

Mr.President,  if  the  honorable  Senator  cannot 
find  anything  in  the  Constitution  or  in  the  law  of 
1793  whicli  are  any  impediments  or  restraints  upon 
him,  I  trust  that  he  will  realize  that  others  may, 
and  that  those  who  do  are  just  as  much  entitled 
to  consideration  as  he  is  for  finding  obstacles  in 
striking  at  slavery  in  the  case  I  have  supposed, 
where,  in  order  to  do  it,  he  would  violate  the  most 
solemnly  plighted  faith  and  take  on  his  conscience 
tlio  guilt  of  murder. 

To  my  mind,  then,  sir,  there  are  n^  reasons  for 
repealing  the  law  of  1793.  It  is  not  unconstitu- 
tional. The  argument  that  its  repeal  will  please 
foreign  nations  is  unworthy  of  this  arena.  The 
argument  that  we  are  to  strike  slavery  wherever 
we  can  find  it  does  not  apply  to  a  case  of  this 
description.  If  the  constitutionality  of  any  law 
can  be  settled,  put  at  rest  forever,  it  was  settled 
by  the  character  of  the  men  who  made  this  law, 
by  the  judicial  decisions  which  have  been  had 
upon  it,  never  one  doubting  or  questioning  it,  the 
uniform  acquiescence  of  all  the  people  of  all  the 
States  for  seventy  years  in  its  constitutionality, 
and  until  the  present  troubles  and  agitations, since 
the  subject  of  slavery  and  the  arrest  of  fugitive 
slaves  has  disturbed  the  mind  of  the  country,  I 
doubt  if  it  was  ever  seriously  called  in  question 
by  a  single  individual,  nor' do  I  believe  the  Sen- 
ator till  a  comparatively  recent  period  ever  heard 
this  law  complained  of. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  did  not  hear  the  last  re- 
mark. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  say  that  never  before  the 
present  agitation  on  the  subject — I  mean  by  that 
the  agitation  which  has  arisen  since  1850  and  in 
connection  with  the  law  of  that  year — was  the  law 
of  1793  complained  of  so  as  at  all  to  disturb  the 
public  mind. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Is  the  Senator  aware  of  the 
complaint  made  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  imme- 
diately after  its  passage? 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  am  aware  of  what  the  Sena- 
tor says  in  his  report  which  he  holds  in  his  hand. 
What  I  mean  is  that  there  had  been  no  complaint 
of  the  law  such  as  should  be  considered  a  com- 
plaint— nothing  that  disturbed  the  public  mind  or 
the  public  sentiment.  There  was  no  excitement, 
no  remonstrance  against  it.  There  were  no  tri- 
bunal.s  before  whom  the  question  came  that  really 
questioned  the  validity  and. constitutionality  of 
the  law.  No  doubt  there  may  have  been  a  few 
isolated  cases  of  complaint;  possibly  there  may 
have  been  judges  and  magistrates  who  at  times 
spoke  against  it;  but  what  I  mean  is  that  the  great 
current  of  y)ublic  opinion  had  never  been  dis- 
turbed by  any  com[)lnint  of  that  statute. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Is  the  Senator  aware  of  the 
eltttc-inent  made  by  Mr.  duincy,  whose  memory 


he  must  know  covers  this  Whole  period,  to  the 
effect  thai  the  statute  was  so  odious  at  the  North, 
and  especially  in  Massachusetts,  that  it  could  not 
be  enforced  even  during  the  first  ten  years  after 
its  passage?  Is  he  aware  that  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont in  1807  a  judge  of  the  sufueme  court  delib- 
erately refused  to  enforce  it,  stating  that  he  would 
not  surrender  a  fugitive  slave  unless  a  bill  of  sale 
could  be  shown  from  the  Almighty? 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Will  the  Senator  be  good 
enough  to  give  me  the  name  of  that  judge? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  Justice  Harrington,  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  His  decision  may  have  made 
him  famous;  he  was  never  famous  otherwise,  I 
believe.  As  the  honorable  Senator  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Collamer]  suggests  to  me.  Judge  Harring- 
ton did  not  undertake  to  pronounce  the  law  un- 
constitutional ;  he  simply  suggested  that  the  )3roof 
was  deficient.  He  said  not  a  word  about  the  law. 
For  aught  that  Judge  Harrington  decided,  there- 
fore, he  was  of  opinion  that  the  law  was  as  con- 
stitutional as  I  will  now  proceed  to  show  tliat 
Judge  Story,  speaking  for  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  thougiit  it  to  be. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  That  is,  provided  a  bill  of 
sale  could  be  shown  from  the  Almighty.  Then 
clearly  the  I'awis  constitutional;  there  is  no  doubt 
about  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  honorable  Senator  is  very 
serious,  I  presume,  in  his  statement,  and  thinks 
it  senatorial  to  make  such  a  statement  in  this 
body. ,  I  quarrel  not  either  with  its  reverence  or 
v/ith"its  propriety.  The  Senator  strangely  con- 
founds a  question  of  law  and  a  question  of  fact. 
The  instrument  to  which  he  alludes  so  flippantly 
has  no  application  whatever  to  the  law — only  to 
the  fact  of  ownership. 

I  was  saying,  Mr.  President,  that  I  would 
quote  an  authority  on  the  point  that  this  law  of 
1793  had  never  disturbed  the  public  mind,  but 
had  been  acquiesced  in,  which  I  thought  the  hon- 
orable Senator  would  yield  to.  I  allude,  of  course, 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  case  of  Prigg  vs.  The  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  where  the  opinion  was 
pronounced  by  the  late  Mr.  Justice  Story.  I 
read  from  page  621  of  the  sixteenth  volume  of 
Peters's  Reports: 

"  So  far  as  the  jndges  of  tlie  courts  of  tlin  United  States 
have  been  called  upon  to  enforce  it,  and  to  grant  the  cer- 
tificate required  by  it,  it  is  believed  that  it  has  been  uni- 
formly recognized  as  a  binding  and  valid  law,  and  as  im- 
posing a  constitutional  duty.  Under  such  circumstances, 
if  the  question  were  one  of  doubtful  construction,  such  long 
acquiescence  in  it,  such  contemporaneous  expositions  of 
it,  and  such  extensive  and  uniform  recognition  of  its  valid- 
ity, would  in  our  judgment  entitle  the  question  to  be  con- 
sidered at  rest,  unless  indeed  the  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution  is  to  be  delivered  over  to  interminable  doubt 
throughout  the  whole  progress  of  legislation  and  of  na- 
tional operations.  Congress,  the  Executive,  and  the  ju- 
diciary have,  upon  various  occasions,  acted  upon  tliis  as 
a  sound  and  reasonable  doctrine." 

The  honorable  Senator  asks  us,  in  consequence 
of  some  recollection  of  the  venerated  Mr.  Q,uincy 
of  Boston,  in  regard  to  some  opposition  which 
he  thought  was  manifested  to  the  law  soon  after 
its  enactment,  or  some,  I  must  be  pardoned  for 
saying,  profane  remark  made  by  a  judge  in  Ver- 
mont, as  it  regarded  the  measure  of  evidence,  to 
say  that  this  law  is  unconstitutional,  and  was  so 
considered  at  an  early  day.  To  such  loose  and 
random  statements  as  those  I  oppose  the  author- 
ity which  I  have  just  read.  It  is  not  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Justice  Story  alone,  great  as  that  is,  but 
it  is  the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  with  John  Marshall  at  their  head, 
clarwnet  venerabile  nomen  genlibus. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  He  was  dead  when  that  opin- 
ion was  given. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Taney  was  Chief  Justice  at 
that  time. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  was  mistaken;  it  was  after 
the  death  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Will  the  Senator,  unless  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  it,  permit  me  to  ask 
him  to  read  what  follows,  beginning  at  the  bot- 
tom of  page  621,  "  But  we  do  not  wish,"  after 
leaving  the  question  as  to  the  cfi'ect  of  contempo- 
raneous construction? 

Mr.  FOSTER.     I  will  read  it: 

"  But  we  do  not  wish  to  rest  our  present  opinion  upon 
the  ground  cither  of  cctiiteniporaneous  exposition,  or  long 
acquiescence,  (ueven  practical  action  ;  neitherdo  we  mean 
Ui  admit  the  question  to  bi;  of  a  doubtful  nature,  and  there- 
fore as  properly  calling  for  the  aid  of  such  considerations. 
On  tl)e  contrary,  our  judgment  would  bo  the  same  if  the 


question  were  entirely  new,  and  the  act  of  Congress  were 
of  recent  enactmeiit.  We  hold  the  act  to  be  clearly  con- 
stitutional in  all  its  leading  provisions,  and,  ind(ied,  with 
the  exception  of  that  part  which  confers  authority  upon 
State  magistrates,  to  be  free  from  reasonable  doubt  and 
difficulty  upon  the  grounds  already  slated." 

I  stated  that  so  far  as  this  law  was  concerned, 
where  it  imposed  power  upon  magistrates  ap- 
pointed by  the  States  to  act  under  it,  the  Supreme 
Court  in  this  case  had  held  they  were  not  obligated 
so  to  act,  nor  could  Congress  confer  upon  them 
the  power  to  act.  They  could  act  if  they  pleased; 
they  could  not  be  compelled  to  act.   " 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  is  all  I  desired  the 
Senator  to  read. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  may  as  well  read  the  au- 
thority to  which  I  refer,  that  I  may  show  that  I 
am  correct  in  my  statement.  It  follows  immedi- 
ately: 

"As  to  the  authority  so  conferred  upon  State  magistrates, 
while  a  difl'erence  of  opinion  has  existed,  and  may  exist 
sliU  on  the  point,  in  different  States,  whether  State  magis- 
trates are  hound  to  act  under  it,  none  is  entertained  by  this 
court  tiial  State  magistrates  may,  if  they  choose,  exercise 
tliat  authority,  unless  prohibited  by  State  legislation." 

But,  Mr.  President,  suppose  we  repeal  every 
law  on  our  statute-book,  as  asked  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts;  suppose  we  do  that, 
because  they  are  unconstitutional,  or  by  way  6f 
placebo  to  England  and  France,  or  by  way  of  hit- 
ting slavery  wherever  we  can  find  it — if  for  any 
or  all  of  these  reasons  we  repeal  all  these  acts 
— what  then?  Where  are  we?  Have  we  not 
something  more  to  do  ?  We  have  got  the  Consti- 
tution left,  I  hope.  Have  we,  or  have  we  not? 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Col- 
lamer,] the  other  day,  in  making  some  allusion 
to  that  instrument,  thought  proper  to  apologize, 
and  spoke  with  his  usual  modesty,  saying  that  it 
might  almost  be  out  of  order.  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  seemed,  at 
least,  so  to  understand  him,  and  suggested  that 
he  could  go  on,  upon  which  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  said  that  he  really  did  not  sup- 
pose it  had  gone  so  far  that  if  he  made  an  allu- 
sion to  the  Constitution  he  could  be  called  to  or- 
der! He  had  not  really  entertained  that  opinion, 
although  from  certain  things  which  had  passed 
under  his  observation  he  thought  a  recurrence  to 
the  Constitution  might  net  be  of  much  avail.  I 
trust  (hat  the  Constitution  will  be  left  us,  even  if 
we  repeal  these  laws. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sher- 
man] the  other  day  aflirmed,  with  much  appar- 
ent sincerity,  solemnity,  and  earnestness,  that  he 
would  stand  by  it,  adding  the  asseveration  which 
we  repeat  when  we  first  take  our  seats  here.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Trumbull] 
yesterday,  in  alluding  to  this  subject,  in  what 
seemed  to  me  patriotic  language,  affirmed  that  he 
would  stand  by  it;  that  he  knew  no  other  rule 
for  his  action  in  this  body  as  a  legislator  than  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Within  that 
he  trusted  to  keep  himself;  under  that  he  trusted 
that  we  should  go  on  successfully  in  this  war, 
and  come  out  of  it  triumphantly ;  sjnd  he  added — 
what  has  my  most  hearty  concurrence — that  we 
must  go  on  under  that  Constitution,  or  we  shall 
cease  to  be.  Our  political  salvation  is  in  the  Con- 
stitution. Let  men  thinkorsay  what  they  will;  let 
them  imagine  that  exigencies  or  so-called  necessi- 
ties may  arise  where  we  had  better  step  aside  from 
the  Constitution,  we  delude  ourselves  if  we  think 
we  can  abandon  that  instrument  and  go  on  to  vic- 
tory. The  path  of  glory  is  here  the  path  of  duty, 
the  )3ath  of  the  Constitution;  and  divergence  from 
it  is  dangerous.  In  time  of  public  danger,  when 
our  people  are  tried  to  their  utmost  power  of  en- 
durance, the  national  life  imperiled,  I  am  will- 
ing to  go  as  far  as  can  be  gone  with  safety  in  findr 
ing  authority  in  the  instrument  for  the  exercise 
of  positive  and  summary  powers;  I  am  willing 
to  strain  the  Constitution  so  far  as  it  is  possible;, 
but  after  all  the  Constitution  is  and  must  be  our 
sheet-anchor.  If  we  part  the  cable  that  holds  ua 
to  that,  our  gallant  ship  of  State  will  be  adrift, 
and  will  soon  be  dashed  upon  the  rocks  now  cov- 
ered with  the  wrecks  of  former  days,  and  the  rich 
treasures  of  the  present  and  the  most  glorious 
hopes  of  humanity  for  the  future  with  which  that 
ship  is  freighted  will  all  perish  together. 

The  Constitution  being  left  us,  and  all  these 
laws  repealed,  where  do  wo  stand  on  this  ques- 
tion of  reclaiming  fugitive  slaves?  What  does 
the  Constiftuion  say  about  it?  The  honorable. 
Senator,  as  1  understand  him,  does  not  find  one 
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word  in  the  Constitution  and  denies  tliat  liiere  is 
aiiyihiiig  in  it  wliicli,  iiiler()ieted  fairly)  "ccord- 
iiiw  to  (lie  rules  wliicli  govern  the  interpreiaiioii 
of  su<:li  instrurnHiits,  can  refer  to  any  such  subject. 

Mr.  SUMJNER.  1  did  not  say  "  upon  any  sucli 
subject."  I  said  sanctioning  slavery  or  slave- 
liuMiin^. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Very  well.  That  is  what  I 
mean  by  tile  subjiict.  1  will  not  quibble  about 
terms.  1  will,  Mr.  President,  with  permission, 
read  three  clauses  of  the  Constitution.  T+ie  first 
of  them  is  under  section  two  of  tlie  first  article: 

"  llcpitrseiiiatlves  and  direct  taxes  sliall  be  apportioriod 
nmoria  ilic  sevoia!  States  wliicli  may  bo  iiicludLd  witliiii 
Ibis  (Jriioii,  accordiii};  to  their  ro?pculive  muiiiIhts,  wliich 
Kliall  Iju  deteniiiiied  by  addiiia;  to  tbo  wbole  luiinber  of  t'rte 
persons,  includiiis  those  bound  to  service  lor  a  term  of 
years,  and  f  occluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three  filtlis  of  all 
otli'T  persons." 

That  is  rather  a  peculiar  phrase. 

Rlr.  SUMNER.  Is  there  anything  there  sanc- 
tioning slavery.' 

Mr.  FOSTER.'  I  am  not  talking  about  slavery. 
I  merely  say  that  the  expression  "  three  fifths  of 
all  other  persons"  is  a  peculiar  phrase. y  Section 
nine  of  the  same  article  provides: 

"Tiic  niisiation  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any 
of  the  titiiles  now  existing  shall  thinic  proper  to  admit,  shall 
not  be  proliibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808; 
but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation  not 
exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person." 

Tile  words  "such  persons"  and  the  words 
"  each  person  "  in  that  section  are  a  little  peculiar. 
1  say  nothing  about  slavery  just  now.  I  will  read 
one  other  clause  which  is  under  the  second  section 
of  the  fourth  article: 

"  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the 
laws  thereof,  csc.iping  into  anoUier,  .«lmll,  in  consequence 
of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharj;ed  from  sucli 
service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  upon  claim  of  the 
party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  bo  due." 

An  iiitelli<;ent foreigner,  who  had  known  noth- 
ing of  our  institutions,  but  who  understood  the 
English  language  well,  who  sliould  have  this 
Constitution  put  in  his  hands  and  have  his  atten- 
tion called  particularly  to  these  three  clauses 
which  I  have  read,  I  think  would  be  a  little  puz- 
zled to  understand  precisely  what  was  meant. 
They  would  be  of  difficult  intcrpretntion  to  such 
a  man.  They  may  not  be  entirely  free  from  dif- 
ficulty to  the  wisest  among  us,  who  have  been 
born  in  the  country  and  have  grown  up  iil  con- 
nection with  its  history,  and  who  may  be  famil- 
iar wiili  that  history;  but  to  such  persons  I  think 
there  ;s  no  great  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  satis- 
factory result  as  it  regards  what  each  of  these 
several  clauses  fairly  means.  Let  me  read  again 
the  clause 'which  I  last  read: 

"No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under 
the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  anotlier,  shall,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from 
!>ucli  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  elnim 
of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due." 

I  think  if  we  can  find  out  in  either  of  these 
clauses  what  the  word  "  person"  really  means 
in  any  of  lliem  it  aids  us  greatly  in  ascertaining 
its  meaning  in  each  of  the  other  clauses.  It  is,  1 
believe,  a  well  settled  and  sound  rule  of  interpre- 
tation, when  you  get  at  the  meaning  of  a  term  in 
any  part  of  an  instrument  you  may  apply  that 
meaning  to  it  in  other  parts  where  il  occurs.  In 
light  of  that  I  will  read  the  first  clause  again: 

"  Keprrsentativcs  and  direct  taxes  fliall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  which  may  be  included  within 
this  Union,  according  to  their  respective  numbers,  which 
shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  ol Tree 
persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three  filths  of  all 
otiier  perHOiiH." 

Who  were  those  persons  that  were  there  de- 
scribed na  "all  other  persons.'" 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  has  omitted  one 
clause.  1  know  he  wishes  to  make  his  argument 
complete.  I  call  his  attention  to  this,  "No  per- 
son shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property 
without  due  process  of  law;"  which,  of  course, 
must  be  construed  in  connection  with  all  the  other 
clauses  of  the  Constitution,  particularly  as  it  be- 
gins with  the  words  "  no  person." 

Mr.  FOSTER.  There  is  no  difficulty  as  to 
that  clause.  It  is  one  of  the  class  of  prohibitions 
imposed  on  Congress,  not  on  the  Slates.  Where 
prohibitions  or  restraints  on  power  are  imposed 
on  the  Slates  it  is  so  specified;  otherwise  they 
apply  to  Congress. 

But  I  wan  commenting  upon  the  first  clause 
which  I  have  reud,anfl  I  r,:\y  that  "  thi^e  fifths  of 
all  other  peroon«"  at  the  close  of  tho  clause  which 


I  liavo  read  means  some  persons;  that  is  sure; 
and  what  class  of  persons.'  To  begin  jvilh,they 
are  not  "free  persons,"  because  they  are  dis- 
posed of  ill  another  part  of  the  same  clause.  They 
arc  not  "  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of 
years,"  because  those  are  disposed  of  in  another- 
jiart  of  the  clause.  They  arc  not  "  Indians  not 
taxed,"  because  they  are  excepted  out  and  dis- 
posed of  otherwise.  Who  are  they.'  I  do  not 
linow  that  Ihe  honorable  Senator  has  any  answer. 
My  answer  is  that  by  "other  persons"  there 
was  meant  those  unfortunate,  unhappy  beings 
who  ill  certain  States  of  (his  Union  were  held  as 
slaves.  That  is  my  explanation  of  that  clause. 
If  the  honorable  Senator,  or  anybody,  can  give 
a  better  one,  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  him. 

Then  we  come  to  the  next: 

"The  migration  or  Importation  of  such  persons  as  any 
of  tlie  Stales  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall 
not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808, 
hnt  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not 
exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person." 

Who  is  meant  by  "  persons"  in  that  clause.' 
Docs  it  mean  tVee  persons?  Does  it  mean  per- 
sons held  to  labor  for  a  term  of  years'  Does  it 
mean  Indians  not  taxed.'  Does  itmean  appren- 
tices.' i  apprehend  the- honorable  Senator  will 
not  affirm  that  it  means  either  of  those  classes  of 
persons.  Wliom  does  it  mean?  It  means,  in 
t)iy  opinion,  that  class  of  most  wretched  beings 
wiio  at  that  time' were  being  brought  into  this 
country  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  natives  of  that 
ill-fated  clime,  to  be  consigned  to  slavery  on  the 
shores  of  this  country.  Il  means  those  persons, 
and  it  means  that  Congress  shall  be  prohibited 
from  stopping  the  importation  of  such  persons 
into  the  country  until  the  year  1808,  although  a 
tax  may  be  imposed  on  the  persons  so  brought 
into  the  country,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for 
each  person.  That  is  the  meaning  of  the  clause, 
in  my  opinion.  Does  the  honorable  Senator  think 
it  meant  or  means  apprentices  ?  At  the  time  the 
ConvenTion  was  held  to  deliberate  upon  the  Con- 
stitution, what  portion  of  the  country  was  insist- 
big  on  that  clause?  There  is  no  dispute  about 
thai;  it  was  the  South.  The  South  wanted  that 
clause  to  remain  in  the  Constitution,  and  the 
North,  at  least  portions  of  the  North,  were  op- 
posed to  it.  Why  did  the  South  want  it,  and 
why  did  the  North  ojjpose  il?  The  South  wanted 
il,  because  they  were  bringing  in  this  class  of 
persons.  What  species  of  persons  were  they? 
Were  they  apprentices  which  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  the  other  slave  States  were  bringing 
into  this  country  from  Africa,  and  which  the 
northern  portion  of  the  'country  desired  to  stop? 
Was  South  Carolina  so  desirous  of  bringing  ap- 
prentice boys  from  Africa  that  the  North  rose  up 
against  it  and  endeavored  to  stop  it,  and  finally 
compromised  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  stop 
il  as  early  as  the  year  1808,  otherwise  South 
Carolina  would  still  have  gone  on  bringing  ap- 
prentice boysjnto  this  country  against  the  will 
of  the  North  to  this  day?  ^ 

Mr.  President,  no  man  can  urge  such  an  argu- 
ment as,  that  seriously,  it  is  not  in  the  nature 
of  things  tlial  anybody  can  believe  that  South 
Carolina  was  importing  or  wished  to  import 
apprentice  boys.  She  was  engaged  in  altogether 
anotlier  pursuit;  and  this  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution gave  to  the  Congress  power  to  put  a 
stop  to  that  importation  after  twenty  years,  but 
during  that  time  the  traffic  went  on. 

Then  we  come  to  the  third  clause,  which  has 
been  read  frequently  enough,  without  reading  it 
again,  which  is  familiarly  called  the  fugitive  slave 
clause;  and  the  ([uestion  is,  what  is  the  meaning 
of"  person"  in  tluilclause?  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator, as  I  uiuha's land,  claims  that  it  means  apfiren- 
tices  and  thai  it  does  not  mean  slaves.  When 
has  the  claim  been  made  in  this  country  that  that 
clause  in  the  Constitution  did  not  refer,  to  slaves? 
What  is  the  origin  and  history  of  that  claim  ?  It 
is  of  very  recent  dale,  comparatively.  The 
avowal  of  It,  I  believe,  is  confined  to  a  very  small 
number  of  persons.  The  most  ardent  and  the 
earliest  anti-slavery  men  in  this  country  had  no 
hesitation  in  agreeiilg  that  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution meant  slaves, and  imposed  upon  the  free 
States  the  obligaticm  to  return  on  claim  slaves  who 
should  escape  within  their  limits  from  the  slave 
States.  Those  who  have  held  tlfc  contrary  opinion 
are,  as  1  believe,  exceedingly  few.  The  hoiior- 
oblo  Senator  is  one.  I  cannot  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge name   one  morf.      There  may  be  others •, 


doubtless  there  are;  but  I  have  not  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  liear  them  make  the  avowal,  and  I 
would  charge  such  an  opinion  on  nobody  unless 
he  avowed  it. 

In  this  connection,  I  would  call  attention  to  the 
acts  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  slave  trade.  I 
have  in  my  hand  Biii^htley's  Digest,  containing  a 
digest  of  the  acts  relating  to  the  slave  trade,  be- 
ginning in  1-794  and  running  on  to  1807.  On  the 
2d  of  March,  1807,  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  enacted — 

"That  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  found,  from  and 
after  the  1st  day  of  January,  1808,  in  any  river,  port,  bay, 
or  harbor,  or  on  the  high  seas,  within  the  jurisdictional 
limits  of  the  United  States,  or  hovering  on  the  coast  there- 
of, having  on  board  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color, 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  as  slaves,  or  with  intent  to 
land  the  same  in  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  contrary  to  the  prohibition  of  lliia 
act,  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  her  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  goods  or  effects  which  shall 
be  found  on  board  the  same,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  and  may  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and 
eondemned  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having 
jurisdiction  thereof." 

I  allude  to  it  only  to  show  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution before  them  relative  to  "  migration," 
which  I  have  read,  followed  it  up  and  passed  a 
law  imposing  severe  penalties  on  those  found 
engaged  in  the  trade  of  bringing  slaves  into  the 
United  States  from  the  very  first  day  that  under 
the  Constitution  they  had  the  power  to  do  it. 

Will  any  man,  therefore,  in  tlie  view  of  all  this, 
say  that  these  clauses  of  the  Constitution  do  not 
refer  to  slaves?  It  is  true  that  if  a  man  asserts 
that  they  do  not,  there  is  no  mode  of  positively 
making  him  admit  the  contrary.  If  I  should  say 
to  thj  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
when  he  uses  his  favorite  illustration  that  two 
and  two  make  four,  that  they  do  not  make  four, 
and  should  call  upon  him  to  prove  it,  with  all  his 
powers  both  of  logic  and  rhetoric  he  might  be 
somewhat  troubled  positively  to  demonstrate  that 
truth.  So  any  other  man  who  says  that  these 
clauses,  taken  in  connection  with  their  surround- 
ings, do  not  show  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  provisions  to  which  I  have 
called  attention,  had  reference  to  slaves,  is  prob- 
ably past  ao,y  hope  of  being'convinced  so  far  as 
reasoning  is  concerned. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  put  him  a  question  just  there  ? 

Mr,  FOSTER.  Certainly,  any  question;  but 
I  do  not  promise  to  answer  it,  because  if  it  is 
one  which  the  honorable  Senator  cannot  answer 
himself,  I  presume  I  cannot. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  cart  answer  it  very  easily,- 

Mr.  FOSTER.  "Very  well,  then,  if  it  is  not 
for  the  Senator's  information,  I  do  not  know  but 
that  he  had  better  not  ask  il.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SUMNER.  But  it  enters  into  this  argu- 
ment. There  is  a  rule  of  interpretation,  as  I  un- 
derstand, that  where  any  language  can  be  inter- 
preted in  two  dilTerent  ways,  one  favorable  and 
the  other  odious,  you  are  then,  in  obedience  to 
that  commanding  rule,  to  interpret  the  language 
in  the  favorable  sense;  you  are  to  reject  the  odious 
interpretation.  There  is  also  a  second  rule  that 
you  are  to  interpret  all  language  that  is  suscep- 
tible of  two  dlfierenl  significations  in  favor  of 
freedom-  The  language  in  the  clause  under  con- 
sideration is  clearly  applicable  to  apprentices  and 
the  large  class  of  redemptioners.  Applying  it  to 
them,  it  is  completely  exhausted,  and  that  appli- 
cation is  favorable,  it  is  not  odious.  Now,  the 
question  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  is  whether  he 
can  put  upon  that  clause  the  odious  interpretation 
without  violating  those  two  commanding  rules  of 
interpretation  ? 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Mr.  President,  what  loan  or 
cannot  do  personnlly,  is  a  matter  of  ver)'  little  im- 
portance. -That  the  men  who  made  this  Consti- 
tution, and  all  men  with  very  few  exceptions  who 
have  lived  from  that  time  to  the  present,  believed 
this  clause  to  refer  lo  fugitive  slaves,  is  a  fact 
which  cannot  be  denied.  The  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  admitted  yesterday,  and 
I  presume  will  admit  to-day,  that  he  believes  the 
men  who  made  this  Conslitiition  understood  that 
they  had  put  such  a  clause  into  it;  that  is  to  say, 
Roger  Sherman,  Elbridge  Gerry,  and  the  other 
great  men  who  sat  in  the  Convention  that  framed 
the  Constitution,  supposed  they  had  put  such  a 
clause  into  it,  and  the  Pinckncys  and  J\!adisona 
and  other  men  living  in  the  South,  also  supposed 
that  such  a  clause  was  put  into  it,  and  tney  all 
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intended,  he  says,  to  do  it.  Tiiat  the  honorable 
Senator  adniiis,  and  still  1  uiuierstaiid  liim  to  as- 
sert, after  all,  that  they  did  not  use  apt  words  to 
carry  out  that  intention,  and  therefore  under  the 
rules  which  are  to  he  ajiplied  to  the  instrument, 
no  such  interpretation  can  be  given. 

Now,  Mr.  Pre.sidi-nf,  as  tlio  Senator  seems 
anxious  to  appeal  to  rules  of  interprelation,  and 
as  in  his  argument  yesterdaj'  he  alluded  to  what 
was  equitable,  and  said  that  he  who  asks  equity 
must  do  equity,  I  will  put  him  a  question.  Take 
a  case  whei'C  two  parties  have  made  a  contract  in 
which  on  both  sides  they  suppo.sed  they  had 
inserted  such  a  stipulation  as  would  enable  one 
party  to  have  from  the  other  a  certain  thing.  Both 
sides  so  understand  the  instrument  when  it  is 
framed;  but  it  turns  out  on  examination  that  the 
instrument  dors  not  fully  contain  the  stipulation. 
It  is  susceptible,  as  my  friend  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Fessenden,]  suggests,  of  another  construction. 
In  that  stale  of  things,  the  party  v\|ho  is  to  perform 
the  obligation  refuses  to  perform  it,  and  compels 
his  co-contracting  party  to  do  what  professionally 
is  termed  file  a  bill  in  chancery,  calling  him  into 
court  to  reform  the  contract;  and  on  such  a  bill 
alleging  and  proving  that  the  parlies  intended  to 
make  a  contract  of  a  specified  character,  to  put 
"  such  stipulations  into  it  as  to  effect  that  object; 
that  they  attempted  to  do  it  and  thought  they  had 
done  it,  but  by  mistake  or  accident  failed  to  do 
ii;  1  ask  where  there  ever  was  a  chancellor,  where 
there  ever  was  a  court  of  equity  that  would  not 
reform  the  contract  and  put  these  words  into  the 
■jontruct,  and  make  the  party  perform  it? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  puts  me  that 
question.  I  answer  directly  that  any  court  of 
tquity  that  would  undertake  to  reform  a  contract 
•so  as  to  make  it  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  God 
ought  to  cease  to  be  a  court  of  equity.  ~  The  court 
ihat  the  Senator  nov^  indicates  would  be  unworthy 
;o  be  called  a  court;  he  would  bean  unjust  judge. 
I  therefore  meet  the  inquiryof  the  Senator.  He 
says  that  I  have  laid  down  the  rule  that  he  who 
tisks  equity  must  do  equity;  he  who  comes  into 
a  court  of  equity  must  do  equity;  and  if  he  asks 
to  liave  a  conti'act  explained  or  reformed,  it  must 
be  always  in  obedience  to  the  commanding  laws 
of  God.  Tiie  Senator  asks  the  laws  of  God  to 
be  set  aside  ami  the  laws  of  Satan  to  be  installed 
instead. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  Senator  is  becoming  a 
little  revei'eni,  [laughter,]  and  uses  terms  which 
perhaps  may  be  appropriate;  that  is  a  matter  of 
taste.  His  lust  assertion  is  pcdnted',  but  un- 
founded. He  has  wandered,  however,  very  much 
from  the  inquiry,  and  diverged  from  the  line  of 
argumenton  which  we  were  both  going,  diverged 
at  right  angles,  gone  off  in  a  tangent.  We  were 
on  the  question  whether  or  not  such  aclause  was 
in  the  Constitution.  We  were  not  discussing 
its  moral  or  religious  bearings  or  character.  If 
the  clausi;  is  not  fairly  found  in  the  Constitution, 
tiiere  is  an  end  of  the  n)atler.  If  it  is  there,  an- 
ollier  question  may  ari:ie.  The  Senator  has  thus 
far  rested  on  the  assertion  that  it  is  not  there.  Is 
that  ground  abandoned? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  We  are  talking  about  its  in- 
terpretation by  a  court, and. [  say  that  a  court 
must  interpret  it  in  obecJietice  to  these  command- 
ing rules.  The  court  is  unworthy  to  be  called  a 
court  if  it  does  not.  The  very  case  that  the  Sen- 
ator has  put  is  one  which  completely  answers 
himself;  it  overthrows  his  whole  speech. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Then  the  gentleman  may  make 
his  so  much  the  shorter.  [Laughter.]  It  will 
not  l^e  necessary  for  him  to  be  further  prolix.  I 
was  saying,  Mr.  President,  that  the  honorable 
Senator  w(;nt  off  in  a  tangent  from  the  line  of  ar- 
gument. I  repeat  it,  w,e  were  on  the  question 
whether  sucl;  a  clause  was  or  was  not  in  the  Con- 
stitution, whether  a  legal  and  just  interpretation 
would  place  such  a  clause  there  or  would  find 
such  a  clause  there.  The  honorable  Senatorsays 
that  it  would  not.  I  say  that  it  would.  The 
Senator  now  goes  off  on  another  question,  aban- 
don.s  the  whole  line  of  his  argument, -that  no  such 
clause  is  in  the  Constitution,  and  asserts  that 
such  a  clause  is  too  wir.ked  to  be  enforced.  At 
first  our  fathers  were  not  competent,  failed  to 
put  such  a  clau.se  into  the  Constitution,  though 
ihey  intended  to  do  so  and  thought  ihey  had. 
Now  it  is  claimed  that  such  a  atipulation  is  too 
wicked  to  be  enforced.  Tiiat  at  leasladiiiit.s  thai 
the  clause  is  in  the  instrument.      I  think  the  Sen- 


ator should  stand  on  onie  proposition  or  the  other, 
that  the  clause  is  iti  the  Constitution  or  that  it  is 
not.  Which  is  the  honorable  gentleman's  jirop- 
osiiion  now  ?     Is  it  the  one  or  the  other? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  say  that  this  language  is  to 
be  interpreted  with  reference  to  the  laws  of  God 
and  those  commanding  rules  of  interpretation 
which  even  the  Senator,  while  vindicating  sla- 
very, cannot  disobey. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
uses  v/onis  very  loosely  when  he  talks  about  my 
"vindicating  slavery."  If  he  will  com  pare  records, 
he  will  find  that  my  anti-slavery  rtx;ord  is  much 
older  than  his,  taking  him  to  be  his  own  biog- 
rapher, for  he  began  to  know  of  the  barbarism  of 
slavery  only  within  the  past  twenty  years.  So  he 
said  the  other  day.  My  record  goes  further  back, 
Mr.  President.  I  am  a  good  anti-slavery  man 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  much  more  than  thir- 
ty. The  honorable  Senator  began  to  be  impressed 
with  its  barbarism  after  1844,  within  less  than 
twenty  years, and  he  should  not,  therefore,  charge 
those  who  are  older  in  tlie  service  than  himself 
l.iut  not  abler,  I  admit,  with  vindicating  slavery. 
Sir,  I  am  vindicating  an  instrument  made  by  our 
fathers,  and  am  endeavoring  to  look  at  it  with  the 
eyes  of  a  man -of  common  sense  and  of  common 
understanding.  I  assume  to  possess  no  more;  I 
hope  I  have  that;  and  if  with  common  sense  and 
common  understanding  a  man  can  read  the  Con- 
stitution and  come  to  the  result  which  tlie  honor- 
able Senator  avows  that  he  comes  to  as  to  the 
legal  construction  of  this  clause,  saying  nothing 
of  the  morals  of  the  question,  it  only  ad'ords 
another  melancholy  instance  of  how  perverse  and 
blinded  the  human  intellect  may  sometimes  be- 
come. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  the  ground  which  the  hon- 
orable Senator  takes  in  regard  to  its  being  against 
the  laws  of  God  to  have  such  a  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution, unlocks  the  whole  argument  and  shows 
where  the  honorable  Senator  stands.  In  the  first 
place  he  wanted  the  law  repealed  because  it  was 
unconstitutional.  Then  it  being  shown  that  the 
law  was  constitutional  and  if  the  law  be  repealed 
the  Constitution  still  remains, and  that  under  that 
we  have  to  carry  out  this  stipulation,  he  flies  from 
that  and  asserts  that  there  is  no  such  clause  in  the 
Constitution,  and  finally  says  our  fathers  could 
not,  as  moral  accountable  beings,  mak'e  any  such 
Constitution.  Sir,  that  is  a  question  which  1  do 
not  propose  to  argue  at  this  time.  I  believe  with 
the  Senator  in  the  crime  and  curse  of  slavery.  1 
believe  that  our  fathers  looked  upon  it  as  we  look 
upon  it,  and  believed  that  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  they  would  be  rid  of  it.  I  believe  that  the 
Constitution  does  nothing  to  establish,  does  noth- 
ing to  recognize  slavery  as  an  institution  or  give 
property  in  man;  but  our  fathers  were  not  idiots, 
and  they  knew  that  this  institution  existed  in  some 
of  the  States  of  the  Union  protected  by  the  laws 
of  the  States  wherein  it  was.  They  had  fought 
out  together  their  independence.  They  were  de- 
sirous of  forming  a  common  bond  of  government 
under  which  they  could  all  li\^.  They  were  uni- 
ted. Having  passed  through  a  war  which  had 
tried  the  souls  of  the  men  of  those  days,  as  vi'e  are 
now  tried,  a  common  peril  and  a  common  danger 
had  bound  them  together  as  brethren.  They 
were  honestly  desirous  of  forming  a  Constitution 
which  should  hold  the  several  States  together 
through  the  eternal  future.  They  met,  and  the 
result  of  their  labors  was  this  Constitution,  in 
which,  as  I  have  before  said,  they  certainly  do 
not  establish  slavery  nor  do  they  recognize  it,  but 
the  instrument  itself  recognizes  the  ftVct  that  there 
was  such  an  institution  in  some  of  the  States. 

Does  the  honorable  Senator  take  it  upon  him 
to  deny  that  slavery  did  exist  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
not  of  right,  not  protected  by  any  law  human  or 
divine,  but  as  a  fact?  Did  not  slavery  exist  in 
several  of  the  States  that  were  parties  to  this  Con- 
stitution ?  I  suppose  the  Senator  will  agree  that 
it  did.  Certaiidy  all  contemporaneous  history 
says  that  under  tliese  circumstances,  unless  they 
could  have  their  slaves  restored  to  them  if  they 
escaped  into  the  free  Slates,  any  common  bond 
of  Union  was  impossible. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  to  be 
good  enough  to  refer  to  one  single  scrap  in  the 
shape  of  letter,  speech,  article,  document,  or  any-' 
tiling  that  sustains  that  allegation.  I  utterly  de^iy 
the  allegation.. 

iMj'.  FOSTER.     The  opinion   which  I  rea'd  of 


M\y  Justice  Story  is  a  suiii'icniL  authority  forme 
after  I  Imve  taxed  the  patience  of  the  Senate  so 
long  as  I  have,  and  very  much  longer  than  I  in- 
tended, very  much  longer  than  1  sh<iuld  but  for 
the  interruptions  of  tlie  honorable  Senator  from 
Mns.sachusetis.  I  say  that  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Justice  Story  wb.ich  I  have  read,  affirms  tiiat  as 
true,  and  a  truth  which  is  familiar  to  every  man 
who  knows  anything  of  the  history  of  the  past, 
perfectly  familiar. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Just  the  same  as  the  opinion 
of  Chief  Justice  Taney  affirmed  that  black  people 
had  no  rights  to  be  respected  at  that  time.  'I'he 
two  statements  arc  of  the  same  character. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  The  honorable  Senator  has  at 
times,  noj:  boasted,  because  lie  is  not  boastful,  but 
modestly  alluded  to  his  intimale  connection  with 
the  late  Mr.  Justice  Story.  I  have  heard  him 
speak  of  that  most  distinguished  jurist  in  terms 
of  exalted  respect  and  regard,  never,  however, 
higher  than  in  my  belief  he  deserved.  If  the  hon- 
orable Senator  is  now  disposed  by  way  of  caating 
reproach  on  his  name  and  fame— — 

Mr.  SUMNER.     No  reproscii. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  No  reproach  !  Then,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident,  what  does  the  Senator  mean  bv  the  allusion 
that  this  statement  of  Mr.  Justice  Story  i«  of  a 
l)iece  with  that  of  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Taney  in 
regard  to  colored  persons? — which  Liy  the  way  it 
i.s  asserted  on  pretty  good  authority  Mr.  Chief 
Justice  Taney  never  made;  but  no  matter  as  to 
that.  If  he  means  no  reproach--by  it,  then  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Justice  Story  and  the  other 
judges  must  be  my  answer  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman's inquiry.  1  have  not  other  books  here 
at  hand,  and  if  I  had  it  would  not  be  worth  while 
to  read  them.  To  the  Senate  they  are  familiar. 
To  thehonoraWe  Senator  !  believe  they  are  equally 
familiar,  but  by  what  I  have  characterized,  not  in- 
tending anything  offensive  by  it,  a  strange  per- 
versity, the  honorable  Senator  does  not  see  in  the 
page  of  history  what  every  other  man  does  see. 

It  is  asserted,  Mr.  President,  that  bccause-sla- 
very  has  been  the  cause  of  this  rebellion  we  ought 
to  take  some  steps  in  regard  to  a  repeal  of  all  lawa 
on  this  .subject;  and  that  because  slavery  or  its 
influencehas  stirred  up  the  men  in  the  southern 
States  to  rise  in  arms  against  the  Government, 
therefore  we  are  to  legislate  as  we  would  not 
otherwise  legislate;  and  we  are  called  upon  to 
annul  and  blot  out  everything  in  our  legislation 
upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  I  agree  with  those 
who  think  that  slavery  has  been  one  of  the  effi- 
cient causes  of  this  rebellion,  the  efficient  cause, 
the  moving  power,  and  !  agree  with  Senators  ia 
my  desire  to  see  that  institution  blotted  out  from 
the  earth  at  as  early  a  day  as  by  possibility  it  can 
be  properly  done.  I  go  with  men  here  and  every- 
where in  all  lawful  endeavors  to  put  an  end  to  this 
institution',  and  to  put  such  an  end  to  it  as-ahall 
be  final.  But  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  morality 
that  because  certain  men  in  certain  States  of  the 
Union,  actuated  by  the  love  of  slavery  and  the 
desire  that  that  interest  should  be  a  permanent 
and  paramount  interest  in  the  country,  have  risen 
up  and  attempted  to  strike  at  the  viials  of  this 
Govet'nment  and  to  overthrow  it,  therefore  we  are 
relieved  from  all  constiluiioniil  obligations. 

If  this  be  true  in  regard  to  a  portion  of  those 
inhabiting  the  slave  States,  it  is  not  true  of  the 
whole.  As  to  all  the  Slates  in  rebellion  of  course 
there  is  no  question.  There  are  certain  of  the  slave 
States  who  yet  keep  faith  with  us  as  well  as  we  with 
them.  There  is  the  Statu  of  Maryland,  repre.sent- 
ed  here  by  the  distinguished  geiitleniun  who  ia  so 
able  to  represent  either  the  State  or  the  country 
hereand  every  where, and  his  irifist  worthy  and  pa- 
triotic colleague,  unfortunately  absent  because  of 
a  serious  personal  injury.  I'hcre  ia  the  State  of 
Kentucky;  there  is  the  State  of  Missouri;  there 
is  the  State  of  Delaware;  tliese  Stales  have  not 
gony  out  of  the  Union  even  nominally.  No  State 
can  go  out,  in  my  opinion,  but  those  have  not  nom- 
inally, nor  have  they  made  any  auempt  to  go  out 
of  the  Union.  Are  we  at  liberty  to  disregard  all 
our  coiistitutioiuil  obligations  to  the  men  of  those 
States?  I  hold  that  all  the  citizens  in  the  loyal 
States  of  this  country,  notwilhstanding  this  rebel- 
lion, have  all  their  consstilutional  rights  to-day  that 
they  ever  had;  that  it  is  bad  faith  on  our  part  to 
deny  them  one  of  ihose  constitutional  rights.  It 
is  no  very  liigh  morality  to  insist  on  that;  it  is  a 
very  low  form  of  morality  to  deny  it. 

I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  justice  will  b« 
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done  and  the  rights  of  freetlom  timply  vindictited 
by  passing  iho  bill  as  it  now  stands,  repealing-  nil 
thfi  acts  but  tlirt  act  of  1793,  which,  as  I  think, 
should  remain  on  our  statute-book,  at  least  unlil 
the  final  adoption  of  the  constitutional  amend- 
ment, which  we  have  passed  tliroui;h  this  body 
with  such  an  approach  to  unanimity,  abolishing 
slavery  throughout  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  and  making  ou r  land,  should  it  be  adopted , 
really  free,  when  it  will  be  a  happy  and  glorious 
country.  1  know  that  in  making  such  asser- 
tions as  those  I  subject  myself  to  criticism  from 
certain  sources.  I-  will  not  at  this  hour  of  the 
day  undertake  to  argue  upon  that  criticism.  I 
will  simply  read  a  passage  from  Guizot's  Me- 
moirs, published  only  n  few  years  ago,  volume 
one,  pages  46,  47.  I  need  not,  of  course,  say 
to  the  Senate  who  Giiizot  is — the  scholar,  the 
etatesman,  the  philosopher,  the  Christian  philan- 
thropist of  his  age  and  time;  who,  like  Cardinal 
Wolsey,  has  "  sounded  all  the  depths  and  shoals 
of  honor;"  like  him  served  his  king  zealously  and 
well,  but  his  country,  his  fellow-men,  and  his 
God  far  better: 

"I  recognize  no  greater  danger  to  free  institutions  than 
tlmt  blind  tyiaiiny  vvliich  the  lialiitual  fanaticism  of  par- 
tlsansliip,  vvlicilier  of  a  faction  or  a  small  segment,  pre- 
tends to  i^.xeicise  ill  tlie  name  of  liberal  ideas. 

"Are  you  a  stanch  advoeate  for  constitutional  govern- 
ment and  political  guarantees .''  Do  you  wish  to  live  and  act 
in  cooperation  with  the  party  which  hoists  this  standard.' 
Kenounce  at  once  your  judgment  and  your  independence. 
lu  that  party  you  will  find  upon  all  questions  and  under 
all  circumstances  opinions  ready  formed  and  resolutions 
settled  beforehand  which  assume  the  riglu  of  your  entire 
control.  Self-evident  facts  are  in  open  contradiction  to 
these  opiinons— you  are  forbidden  to  see  them.  Powerful 
obstacles  oppose  these  resolutions — you  are  not  allowed  to 
think  of  them.  Ecpniy  and  prudence  suggest  circumspec- 
tion— you  must  cast  it  aside.  You  are  in  presence  of  a 
superstitious  creiio  and  a  popular  passion.  Do  not  argue 
— you  would  no  hmger  be  a  liberal.  Do^iot  oppose — you 
would  be  looked  upon  as  a  mutineer.  Obey,!Hlvance — no 
riiattt.'r  at  what  pace  you  are  urged  or  on  what  road.  If 
you  cease  to  be  a  slave,  you  instantly  become  a  deserter!" 

Mr.  President,  I  think  tlie  lessons  of  history 
and  our  own  experience  all  teach  us  that  in  the 
trying  days  in  which  we  are  called  to  live  our 
hope,  our  safety  is  in  banding  ourselves  together 
to  sustain  the  Constitution  of  our  country. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  intend 
to  detain  the  Senate  very  long;  but  1  feel  it  due 
to  myself  to  make  some  remarks  in  connection 
with  the  vote  I  intend  to  cast. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Sherman]  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Senate 
makes  this  bill  as  it  now  stands  tantamount  to  a 
revival  of  the  fugitive  slave  act  of  1793.  It  is  a 
virtual  reinstating  and  reauthorization,  so  far  as 
the  vote  of  the  Senate  can  go,  of  that  act.  The 
act  of  1793  is  specially  mentioned  in  the  language 
of  the  ameridment  as  one  not  to  be  repealed  oc  in- 
validated by  this  bill,  which  as  originally  intro- 
duced from  the  committee  contemplated  thatre- 
peal  of  all  fugitive  slave  laws,  and  if  sustained  in 
that  form  by  the  Senate  it  will  carry  with  it  all 
of  our  weight  and  sanction  for  that  fugitive  slave 
law. 

That  1  do  not  misstate  this  will  be  apparent 
from  the  spreche-si  of  those  gentlemen  who  liave 
advocated  that  amendment.  They  have  all  pred- 
icated their  arguments  upon  the  right,  the  con- 
stituiion.ilily,  and  the  expediency  of  the  law  of 
1793.  Now,  sir,  I  have  objections  to  that  law. 
I  object  to  its  terms,  in  the  first  place,  because  it 
denied  the  right  of  trial  by  jury.  If  it  were  true 
that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  made 
it  incumbent  upon  Congress  to  pass  a  law  for  the 
rendition  of  fugitive  slaves,  I  for  one  in  my  place 
here  would  insist  always  that  it  should  carry 
with  it  the  riglK  of  trial  by  jury.  That  law  does 
not  carry  such  right  with  it,  and  thalalone  would 
be  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  its  receiving  any 
vote  from  me. 

But,  sir,  I  am  free  to  say  that  it  has  another  ob- 
jection in  my  mind.  While  it  is  true  that  to  a 
certain  extent  it  conforms  to  the  phraseology  tif 
the  Constitution,  it  is  also  true  that  wlien  we  re- 
enact  it  here  and  when  we  reindorsc  it  by  our  ap- 
proval we  reindorse  it  in  the  light  of  the  mter[ne- 
tations  which  havibeen  given  to  it  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Slates.  Wht:n  we  give  it 
our  sanction  we  do  so  with  the  full  knowledge  of 
the  constructions  which  have  been  placed  u[)on  it 
and  which  in  violation  of  its  letter  introduce  the 
words  "slave"  and  "slavery"  into  the  living 
body  of  the  law,  or  rather  into  the  action  and  en- 
forcement of  the  law.     For  that  reason,  1  say,  I 


must  resist  it;  for  while  conforming  closely  in 
phraseology  to  the  language  of  the  Constitution, 
yet  by  the  judicial  decisions  which  have  been 
made  concerning  its  text,  by  the  application  which 
has  been  given  to  its  harsh  features  of  duress  and 
return,  it  violates  that  language  in  so  far  as  itap- 
plies  to  slaves  and  not  to  "persotis  held  to  ser- 
vice" simfily. 

There  is  to  me  a  third  objection,  and  that  is 
the  moral  one,  the  eflect  such  legislation  would 
have  in  disgracing  us  in  the  estimation  of  the 
civilized  world.  Here  we  are  engaged  ostensibly 
(and  boasting  of  the  work)  in  carrying  forward 
the  cause  of  freedom;  gentlemen  are  ranging  them- 
selves on  party  lines  designated  by  that  watch- 
word, and  yet  in  the  name  of  freedom  it  is  proposed 
to  reinstate  slavery  in  its  fastness,  in  the  Consti- 
tution. I  say,  sir,  that  the  civilized  world,  when 
it  beholds  that  spectacle  of  the  American  Senate 
going  back  for  three  quarters  of  a  century  to 
resurrect  a  statute  of  slave-catching,  and  pass  it 
anew  with  their  indorsement,  will  credit  very 
little  all  your  talk  about  freedom.  I  say  that  the 
act  will  give  the  lie  to  all  your  argument. 

Can  you  even  hesitate  in  this  matter.'  Assuredly 
your  very  hesitation  is  a  crime-  against  the  es- 
tablishment of  free  principles. 

No  wonder,  sir,  that  those  statesmen  who  have 
watched  with  the  greatest  interest  our  struggle 
abroad  should  question  whether  we  are  in  earnest 
in  this  great  work  of  freedom;  and,  more  than  all, 
no  woniler  that  those  beating  hearts  in  the  midst 
of  this  nation  who  go  to  make  up  that  public  sen- 
timent in  behalf  of  liberty  to  all  men  which  now 
upholds  and  sustains  this  war,  and  which  alone 
can  carry  forward  this  Government  to  substan- 
tial victory,  should  challenge  you  with  the  ques- 
tion, "Are  you  false,  or  are  you  true?" 

The  Senator  from  Connecticut  casts  his  deris- 
ion at  the  enlightened  public  opinion  of  Europe. 
I  say  let  him  turn,  if  he  prefers  to  consult  home 
oracles,  to  the  public  opinion  of  this  American 
people,  and  he  will  find  that  the  multitudes  here 
among,  us  love  and  cherish  freedom  too  dearly, 
and  have  too  sure  a  perception  of  reactionary 
courses,  to  tolerate  with  impunity  the  reenactment 
of  national  slave  codes. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Will  the  Senator  pardon  me 
for  an  interruption .' 

Mr.  BROWN.     Always,  sir. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  He  has  certainly  misunder- 
stood me,  if  he  understood  me  to  deride  the  pub- 
lic opinion  of  Europe.  I  alluded  to  the  fact  that 
the  public  opinion  of  Europe  was  in  sympathy 
with  slavery  and  with  the  traitors  and  rebels 
whose  reliance  is  on  slaves  to  work  out  the  dis- 
integration of  this  Republic.  In  that  connection 
I  may  have  derided  the  public  opinion  of  Europe, 
but  in  no  other  way. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  call  attention  to  another  view,  which  is,  that 
this  is  not  exactly  an  idle  and  theoretic  question, 
as  some  Senators  are  inclined  to  think,  but  is  sub- 
ject to  a  very  real  application.  I  say  that  this  is 
a  law  which  if  reaffirmed  h.ere  to-day,  with  the 
additional  sanction  of  the  American  Senate  in  the 
year  1864,  is  capable  of  being  put  into  practical 
operation  in  several  of  the  States  of  this  Union 
for  the  purpose  of  reclaiming  slaves  and  carrying 
ihem  back  into  servitude.  1  beg  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  for  a  moment  to  what  might  be 
an  illustration  of  the  practical  working  of  this  re- 
vived fugitive  slave  law  of  1793.  I  received  this 
morning  a  journal  published  in  the  interior  of  my 
State,  which  contains  this  narrative: 

"Some  time  since  a  negro  man,  claimed  as  a  slave  by 
one  Tapley,  of  Pike  county,  Missouri,  enlisted  as  a  volun- 
teer in  Colonel  Bross's  regiment,  now  forming  at  Q.uincy, 
Illinois.  The  wife  id"  this  patriot  slave,  di'sirous  of  being 
as  near  her  husband  as  she  conveniently  could,  and  prob- 
ably hastened  by  the  tyrannical  and  brutal  treatment  of  her 
niasier,  tl<'d  with  her  little  children  and  found  reluge  in  this 
city,  llere  she  remainrd  several  weeks,  employed,  we  be- 
lieve, in  the  family  of  Hon.  G.  L.  Hewitt,  oik;  of  our  rep- 
r<'sentative»  in  the  Legislature.  There  she  found  an  asy- 
lum from  the  eru(dtles  of  her  former  situation.  Several 
weeks  since,  her  so-called  master,  currently  reported  to  be 
not  only  a  brute  but  a  rebel  of  the  deepest  dye,  came  to 
tills  city  to  recover  his  'property.'  It  is  charged,  with 
how  miieli  truih  we  do  not  know,  that  certain  civil  and 
military  otiieiiils  in  this  city  wiTe  induced  to  cooperate 
with  'I'apley  in  his  scheme  of  abduction.  Artifice  was  re- 
sorted to,  it  Is  said,  to  allure  the  woman  from  her  place  of 
srcurlty  ;  and,  under  pretense  of  placing  her  in  possession 
o(  lifr  freedom  papers,  she  was  seized  and  forcibly  carried 
uwav  to  her  former  home."        »        *        •        •        * 

"Ureal  Indignation  was  felt  by  all  the  loyal  people  of  our 

city  at  the  linie  of  the  occurrence;  hut  with  a  command 

J  lug  licncial  then  In  power  in  this  district  wliosc  every  im- 


pulse was  favorable  to  and  promotive  of  such  enormities, 
but  little  could  be  done,  and  hence  little  has  been  said 
about  it." 

Mr.  WILSON.     What  general  is  that.? 

Mr.  BROWN.  General  Schofield  commanded 
the  department,  and  General  Guitar  was  in  charge 
of  the  district. 

"  Yet  the  occurrence  was  of  too  heinous  a  character  to 
be  soon  forgotti'n.  A  report  shortly  afterwards  became 
current  to  the  effect  that  Tapley  had  most  brutally  beaten 
the  abducted  woman  with  a  handsaw, aiirf  that  after  cover- 
ing her  body  with  biisters  he  had  deliheratehj  sawed  them 
open.  Reports  even  prevailed  that  this  victim  of  his  in- 
famous barbarity  had  died  under  his  fiendish  tortures." 

"  We  may  add  that  it  has  been  alleged  that  this  man  Tap- 
ley  has,  since  the  rebellion  commenced,  deliberately  mur- 
dered two  others  of  his  slaves,  cutting  the  throat  of  one 
from  ear  to  ear,  and  fastening  the  other  down  to  a  hoard  by 
a  knife  thriist  through  the  tongue,  and  in  that  situation  whip- 
ping her  to  death  ;  and  all  this  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
these  poor  creatures  attempted  to  escape  from  his  barbar- 
ities to  the  enjoyment  of  freedom.  Did  the  tortures  of  the 
Spanish  inquisition  ever  witness  anything  more  diabolical 
than  this?" 

That  is  the  statement  made  in  this  newspaper 
— a  paper  of  character,  of  large  circulation,  and 
excellent  repute.  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  truth 
in  the  narrative;  perhaps  the  whole  of  it  may  be  true 
in  every  iletail  of  horror.  But  I  want  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  Senators  to  the  fact  that  this  act  of  1793, 
which  you  now  propose  to  reindorse,  is  an  act 
which  would  restore  those  slaves  to  that  keeping 
for  that  purpose ;  and  I  ask  whether  it  is  the  intent 
of  this  body  at  this  time  to  do  that  deed.  It  shows 
that  there  are  still  cases  where  this  fugitive  slave 
law  which  it  is  proposed  to  reestablish  may  be  ap- 
plied for  the  purpose  of  bringing  them  under  the 
lash  and  under  the  infliction  of  tortures  more  atro- 
cious than  any  even  of  those  attributed  to  rebel 
fiendishness  in  the  butchery  of  a  surrendered  gar- 
rison at  Fort  Pillow.  And  let  me  ask,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, how  will  the  American  Senate  contrast  with 
the  rebel  authority  when  the  balance  shall  be  de- 
termined in  the  scales  of  impartial  justice  between 
those  who  declared  a  barbarous  law  of  atrocious 
treatment  against  colored  soldiers  in  the  ranks  of 
their  enemies,  and  those  who  shall  pass  here  and 
now  an  act  that  may  return  to  such  inhuman  tor- 
tures and  mastership  colored  men  and  women 
crouching  for  freedom  beside  yourown  firesides? 

Mr.  President,  let  me  revert  to  the  argument 
which  has  been  addticed.  The  Senator  from  Ma- 
ryland, [Mr.  Johnson,]  to  whom  I  always  listen 
with  great  interest,  and  for  whose  learning  and 
critical  acumen  I  have  a  high  respect,  has  la- 
bored very  zealously  to  show  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  Slates  has,  by  its  language  in 
several  clauses,  directly  recognized  thisinstitution 
of  slavery,  and  has  directly  given  the  right  to 
Congress  to  pass  an  act  for  the  recovery  of  slaves. 
I  do  not  propose  to  follow  that  Senator  through 
the  long  legal  argument  and  the  citation  of  de- 
cisions innumerable  which  he  has  made.  I  do 
not  feel  able  to  do  so,  and  would  not  do  so  if  I 
could.  But  when  the  Senator  lauds  the  clearness, 
the  comprehension,  and  the  ability  of  the  men  who 
framed  the  Constitution,  when  he  says  that  they 
never  used  a  word  amiss,  and  never  failed  to  use 
the  right  word  in  the  right  place,  I  call  his  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  in  no  one  of  those  clauses, 
nowhere  in  that  instrument,  is  the  word  "slave" 
or  "  slavery  "  once  used.  It  does  appear  to  me 
it  would  have  been  far  more  worthy  of  the  dis- 
tinguished ability  of  that  Senator  if  in  that  length- 
ened argument  he  had  labored  in  the  intei'cst  of 
freedom  rather  than  in  that  of  slavery;  if  he  had 
summoned  his  powers  to  show  us  why  and 
wherefore  it  was  that  those  men  of  the  Revolu- 
tion carefully  abstained  from  using  the  word 
"slave;"  wherefore  it  was  that  they  refused  in 
that  Constitution  to  introduce  any  expression 
which  recognized  the  right  of  property  in  man; 
instead  of  ransacking  aH  the  nooks  and  corners 
of  special  pleading  to  imply  what  they  did  not 
affirm,  and  to  defeat  their  plain  writing  by  a  sinis- 
ter and  forced  construction.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  it 
would  have  been  far  more  worthy  of  the  distin- 
guished learning  of  that  Senator  if  he  had  taken 
the  side  of  freedom  in  this  alternative  instead  of 
the  side  of  Slavery. 

Does  not  the  Senator  know  that  there  must 
have  been  some  reason  for  refusing  to  use  the 
terin  slavery  in  the  Constitution.'  It  was  a  word 
of  very  definite  meaning,  a  word  very  distinct  in 
its  application,  a  word  that  of  all  others  would 
have  been  used  if  it  had  been  the  intention  to  give 
national  sanction  to  the  institution  and  to  declare 
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It  the  duty  of  Cone;ress  to  recapture  slaves.  The 
members  of  that  Convention  which  framed  our 
Constitution  were  not  hesitant  in  using  that  word 
on  otlier  occasions.  When  the  resolutions  were 
passed  by  tlie  Assembly  of  Virginia,  prior  to  the 
war,  it  was  made  one  of  the  formal  charges  against 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  that  he  had  interfered 
with  his  veto  to  prohibit  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
They  introduced  the  right  word  in  the  right  place 
tiiere.  Again,  in  the  debates  of  the  constitutional 
Convention  itself,  allusion  was  made  more  than 
once  by  those  concerned  in  its  discussions  to  tlie 
existence  of  slaves  in  certain  parts  of  the  country, 
held  in  bondage  in  fact,  however  the  practice 
might  be  at  war  in  theory  with  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  upon  which  the  colonies  had  re- 
posed their  cause,  or  the  provisions  of  the  Articles 
of  Confederation  under  which  they  had  united 
their  destinies.  Furthermore,  permit  me  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the  debates  in  the  sev- 
eral States  which  attended  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  there  was  no  reticence  of  phrase, 
but  the  word  "  slavery"  was  frequently  expressed 
and  adoptefl  as  a  definite  term  with  full,  signifi- 
cant meaning.  Therefore  I  say  it  is  very  clear 
that  these  men  of  the  Revolution  must  have  had 
an  intention  to  subserve  some  public  end  when 
they  deliberately  left  out  of  that  instrument,  which 
is  the  charter  of  our  liberties,  the  word  "slave" 
in  any  shape  or  form.  It  could  not  have  been  any 
mere  fastidiousness  of  language,  but  must  have 
been  a  deliberativetiess  of  purpose.  This  infer- 
ence comes  with  irresistible  force  from  the  cir- 
cumstances anterior  to  and  attendant  upon  the 
adoption  of  tiie  Constitution;  and  I  presume  it 
will  not  be  seriously"  controverted  that  historic 
facts  do  conclusively  confirm  that  inference  in  all 
it.s  force,  and  attest  that  the  omission  was  inten- 
tional and  predetermined. 

The  question,  then,  which  first  presents  itself, 
and  which  i  commend  to  the  attention  ofSenators, 
is,  what  was  that  intention  and  predetermination  ? 
Can  there  be  any  other  rational  answer  given  than 
that  it  must  have  been  to  exclude  from  that  Con- 
stitution any  national  recognition  of  slavery,  to 
avoid  any  national  obligation  to  foster  or  protect 
it,  and  to  keep  that  noble  muniment  of  our  polit- 
ical rights  free  from  reproach  and  unstained  by 
any  word  or  thought  that  would  give  the  lie  to  its 
liberties.'  Swift  as  have  been  some  of  their  de- 
scendants to  sell  their  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pot- 
tage, our  forefathers  were  men  of  other  mold,  and 
having  achieved  a  war  of  independence,  and  set- 
ting up  a  Government  whose  corner-stone  was  to 
be  freedom,  they  had  too  much  of  conscience  and 
of  courage  to  permit  it  to  be  in  anywise  commit- 
ted to  the  indorsement  of  human  bondage. 

Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  say  that  my  own  be- 
lief is  that  this  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
does  not  so  much  require  amendment  as  it  does  a 
correct  and  true  construction.  I  believe  that  in- 
strument needschiefly  to  be  interpreted  in  the  light 
of  freedom,  and  n6t  in  the  light  of  those  judicial 
decisions  which  have  been  instigated  by  slavery 
from  a  time  shortly  after  its  adoption  up  to  with- 
in a  very  recent  period.  In  some  respects  I  con- 
fess that  it  was  a  compromise,  and  a  descent  from 
the  elevated  ground  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, which  pronounced  in  so  many  wordsall 
men  to  be  born  free  and  equal;  but  in  its  great 
and  leading  characteristics  of  a  refusal  to  give  sla- 
very any  national  sanction,  of  its  retention  of  the 
right  to  prohibit  slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  I  am 
sure  it  carries  its  own  vindication  along  with  it. 

Other  Sena  tors,  I  am  aware,  differ  with  me  in  this 
view.  Tliey  prefer  by  strainings  and  substitutions 
to  drag  the  Constitution  down  to  the  level  ofa  slave 
code,  and  make  it  shoulder  the  work  of  a  rendition 
of  slaves  and  an  upholding  of  slavery.  I  do  not 
say  they  are  not  as  sincere  as  myself  in  their  con- 
struction of  its  clauses,  for  I  believe  they  are,  but 
what  1  do  say  is,  that,  educated  in  deference  to  a 
long  course  of  adjudication  in  the  interest  and 
sympathy  of  slavery,  they  look  too  fixedly  at  the 
decisions  of  others,  and  consult  too  little  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution  itself,  which  was  framed  in 
the  interest  of  freedom,  not  of  slavery.  We  are 
arrived  upon  a  new  era  when  it  becomes  us  to  de- 
termine this  interpretation  not  by  any  weight  of 
authority,  so  called,  but  by  the  scales  of  justice 
and  right.  The  duty  of  this  hour,  as  it  was  of 
that  hour,  is  to  maintain  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
not  enact  codes  for  the  recapture  of  slaves.  Lot 
US  be  at  leaet  as  scrupulous  as  our  fathers,  and 


refuse  to  permit  slavery  a  place  in  our  recogni- 
tions. 

Mr.  President,  in  support  of' the  view  which 
has  been  presented,  that  the  Constitution  does  not 
recognize  or  sanction  slavery,  and  imposes  no 
obligation  on  Congress  to  indorse  or  uphold  the 
institution,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  few  words, 
discussing  separately  but  very  briefly  the  sev- 
eral clauses  of  the  Constitution  relied  upon  by 
those  who  assert  that  it  does  give  such  recogni- 
tion to  slavery  as  entitles  it  to  protection  from 
the  national  legislation.  The  Senator  who  has 
just  preceded  me  [Mr.  Foster]  has  passed  in 
review  and  commented  upon  each  of  those  sec- 
tions. I  shall  follow  the  order  he  has  indicated — 
not  that  I  would  do  my  friend  the  great  injustice 
to  class  him  as  an  advocate  of  slavery,  but  simply 
because  he  has  been  perspicuous  in  his  treatment 
of  the  subject — and  he  contends  that  an  obliga- 
tion rests  upon  Congress  to  make  provision  for 
the  return  of  fugitive  slaves.  The  first  clause  of 
the  Constitution  in  which  it  is  pretended  that  a 
recognition  of  that  institution  is  found  is  in  the 
third  paragraph,  second  section,  first  article,  as 
follows: 

"  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
among  tlie  several  States  vvliicli  may  be  included  within 
this  Union,  according  to  their  respective  numbers,  which 
shall  be  determined  iiy  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free 
persons,  includingthose  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years, 
and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  all  other 
persons." 

It  is  said  that  the  words  "  other  persons"  there 
used  included  slavesor  those  held  in  bondage.  As 
a  matter  of  course,  "all  other  persons"  included 
everybody  who  was  not  enumerated  in  the  pre- 
ceding portion  of  the  sentence.  But  the  idea  that 
because  the  word  "  person"  may  refer  to  a  man 
in  one  condition  in  one  place  and  the  word  "  per- 
son" may  refer  to  a  man  in  another  condition  in 
another  place,  therefore  the  use  of  the  word  "  per- 
son" recognizes  and  sanctions  all  the  attributes, 
all  the  conditions,  and  all  the  circumstances  that 
attend  either  of  these  persons,  is  a  construction 
that  will  scarcely  be  ventured  upon.  Does  a  ref- 
erence to  the  mere  fact  of  existence  necessarily 
sanction  the  status  7  Does  not  the  law  often  allude 
to  criminals,  but  will  any  afiirm  that  it  there- 
by indorses  the  crime?  Why,  sir,  suppose  the 
word  "  person"  in  theConstitution  had  been  used 
in  allusion  to  those  resident  in  Utah,  and  whose 
local  law  admits  &t'  polygamy,  would  it  be  af- 
firmed that  because  they  had  been  embraced  with- 
in the  purview  ofa  census,  and  because  they  had 
been  enumerated,  therefore  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  recognized  polygamy.'  Inothe'r 
words,  does  the  term  "person"  carry  with  it 
anything  further  than  a  simple  allusion  to  the 
existence  of  the  individual?  It  certainly  cannot 
be  strained  into  any  recognition  of  slavery,  since 
the  very  recognition  of  the  personality  excludes 
the  implied  sanction  of  enslavement,  for  slavery 
does  not  regard  its  victims  as  persons  but  as  chat- 
tels. The  fact  is  that  the  clause  was  framed  to 
embrace  population,  and  in  so  doing,  although 
a  part  of  that  population  were  held  unjustly  in 
bondage,  yet  it  carefully  avoided  designating  them 
by  any  such  distinctive  phraseology  as  slaves, 
because  it  was  not  intended  to  sanction  slavery. 
The  framers  of  the  Constitution  held,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Madison,  that  "  it  was  wrong  to 
admit  in  the  Constitution  the  idea  of  property  in 
man,"  and  accordingly  adopted  the  generic  word 
"  persons,"  which  implies  freedom. 

The  second  clause  referred  to  in  the  argument 
for  a  constitutional  recognition  of  slavery  is  found 
in  section  nine,  article  one,  thus: 

"  The  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of 
the  States  now  existing  shall  tliiiik  proper  to  admit,  shall 
not  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  hut  a 
tax  or  duty  may  be  Imposed  on  such  importation  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  dollars  for  each  person." 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  while  the  foregoing 
clause  gives  Congress  ample  power  after  the  year 
1808  to  forbid  the  importation  of  all  persons,  either 
as  bound  servants  or  as  intended  for  slavery,  it  also 
carries  with  it  a  concession  that  the  Constitution 
contemplated  an  abolition  of  the  source  of  slavery 
in  that  day,  and  not  its  growth,  encouragement, 
or  continuance.  That  is  the  idea  contained  in  the 
clause  so  far  as  it  throws  any  light  on  the  view  en- 
tertained of  slavery.  As  for  distinct  recognition, 
so  lar  from  that  does  the  letter  and  the  .spirit  of  the 
language  go,  that  it  !\bsoluti'ly  refuses  to  speak 
the  word  slavery,  again  recites  "  persons,"  and 


asserts  congressional  powerto  interposeand  defeat 
any  entrance  of  those  who  might  by  possibility 
be  destined  for  slavery  under  State  or  local  aus- 
pices. That  slaveryexisted  as  a  wrong  in  some 
of  the  States  was  true.  That  its  existence  was 
denounced  as  a  burden  during  the  war  is  also 
true;  and  after  that  war  was  over  it  is  probable 
that  the  men  of  the  Revolution,  subject  to  mili- 
tary necessities  in  that  day,  as  are  the  men  of  the 
Republic  in  this,  while  resolute  to  give  no  sanc- 
tion in  the  Constitution  to  the  institution,  and 
while  recognizing  iheirown  power  to  protect  citi- 
zen liberties  under  the  Constitution,  were  willing 
to  defer  the  ex  .rcise  of  that  power  until  some  few 
years  of  peace  had  restored  the  interests  of  society 
and  the  reorganization  of  labor.  It  is  known  that 
anterior  to  the  war  the  system  of  importing  inden- 
tured servants  from  Europe,  bound  to  service  for 
a  term  of  years,  was  in  full  force  in  some  of  the 
colonies.  The  belief  was  general  that  its  augment- 
ation and  continuance  after  the  war,  as  well  as 
the  large  free  immigration  which  would  ensue, 
would  in  a  brief  period  of  time  repose  the  industry 
of  all  the  States  upon  free  or  contract  labor.  It 
is  perhaps  scarcely  necessary  to  point  out  that 
the  reserved  privilege  of  taxation  carried  with  it 
no  acknowledgment  or  implication  of  a  right  of 
property,  any  more  than  our  own  poll-tax  does, 
as  it  was  to  be  levied  per  capita  and  applied  to  the 
"person."  I  do  not  therefore  understand  how 
from  the  negations  and  prohibitions  conceded  to 
Congress  in  this  section,  any  affirmative  sanction 
of  slavery  in  the  Constitftion  can  be  deduced.  The 
greatest  stretch  of  interpretation  can  only  extend 
to  the  permitting  of  the  States  to  judge  of  those 
they  would  admit  prior  to  1808,  after  which  Con- 
gress was  empowered  to  exclude  whom  it  chose. 
The  third  ground  upon  which  the  idea  ofa  con- 
stitutional guarantee  of  slave  property  is  predicated 
is  the  language  used  in  the  second  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution.  1  quote  the 
words: 

"  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  Slate,  under  the 
laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence 
of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such 
service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the 
party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due." 

There  is  no  affirmation  by  any  that  the  words 
here  used  are  those  employed  by  slavery  in  its 
terminology;  it  is  only  by  torturing  the  language 
of  contract  into  that  of  absolute  property  in  man 
that  any  inference  as  to  slaves  and  their  rendition 
can  be  sustained.  The  courts,  I  know,  have  so 
held,  but  the  question  is  not  now  with  the  courts 
or  the  current  of  their  decisions  in  favor  of  sla- 
very; it  is  a  question  of  direct  emphatic  language, 
and  the  avoidance  of  the  use  of  the  term  slavery 
or  slaves.  The  expressions  "person,"  "ser- 
vice," "discharged,"  "  claim,"  "  due""  are  all 
those  of  contract,  but  slaves  cannot  contract,  and 
the  language  flf  contract  while  applicable  to  "in- 
dentured apprentices"  and  like  conditions  does 
not,  cannot,  and  was  never  intended  to  apply  to 
slaves.  So  far  as  the  question  of  intent  in  the 
insertion  of  this  clause  is  resorted  to  as  a  reason 
for  .construing  it  as  covering  the  rendition  of 
slaves  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  personal  views 
of  meiTibers  of  the  Convention  were  divided  on 
this  subject — some  solicitous  to  get  protection  for 
slave  property,  others  resolute,  such  as  Elbridge 
Gerry,  "not  to  give  any  sanction  to  it."  The 
only  fact,  therefore,  that  can  rightfully  determine 
tli,e  intent  of  the  Convention  is  the  language  used 
which  excludes  "  slavery"  as  a  distinctive  or  de- 
scriptive word  from  its  text — that  then  is  the  in- 
tent of  the  Constitution  itself,  for  the  act  controls 
the  meaning;  and  that  this  exclusion  was  pur- 
posely done  we  have  the  conclusive  authority  of 
the  members  themselves  for  asserting.  A  simple 
illustration,  drawn  from  the  very  able  report  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  brought  in  this 
bill,  [Mr.  Sumner,]  will  give  a  striking  proof  of 
the  real  intent  of  the  use  o#the  words  employed. 
It  is  this: 

"It  appears  that,  on  the  13th  of  September,  1787, a  fort- 
night after  the  fugitive  clause  was  adopted  in  its  earliest 
form,  ivnd  while  the  Convention  was  considering  the  report 
of  its  commiitce  on  style,  'on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  the 
word  servitude  was  struck  out  and  service  unanimously  in- 
serted ;  the  former  being  thought  to  express  the  condition 
of  slaves,  anrf  the  latter  free  persons.'  (Madison  Papers, 
September  13.)  Thus  the  word  'service'  ceases  even  to 
be  equivocal,  for  it  was  unanimously  adopted  as  expressing 
'the  condition  of  tree  p(^rsons.'  And  such  it  would  have 
continued  to  express  always  if  slavery  had  not  irnhappilj^ 
triumphed  over  our  Government  in  all  its  departments, ex- 
ecutive, leglsluUve,  and  judicial." 
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This  fact,  furthermore,  which  comes  attested 
by  Madison,  which  proceeds  out  of  the  mouth 
of  Randolph,  which  connects  with  tlie  last  au- 
thcniication  and  revision  of  the  Constitution,  to- 
tally overthrows  and  destroys  that  very  ingenious 
nr^ument  which  affirms  that  slaves  are  "persons 
held  to  service  under  the  laws  of  the  State,"  and 
therefore  entitled  and  required  to  be  recaptured 
and  returned  to  iheir  masters  by  the  national  au- 
thority. It  is  here  seen  that  in  the  meaning  of 
the  Constitution  slaves  are  not  "  held  to  service," 
because  "servitude"  was  there  recognized  as 
expressing  the  "  condilion  of  slaves,"  and  "  ser- 
vice" was  inserted  as  expressing  the  condition  of 
"free  persons." 

So  much  for  the  three  clauses  of  the  Consti- 
tution from  which  a  sanction  and  recognition  of 
slavery  is  sought  to  be  inferred. 

But,  sir,  1  do  not  propose  to  examme  this 
question  in  nil  of  its  bearings,  for  it  has  been  very 
fully  discussed  by  others.  1  simply  desired  to 
urge  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  in  forming  thai  instrument  used  lan- 
guage inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  any  sanction 
of  slavery.  They  use.d  that  language,  although 
it  is  well  Icnown  the  term  slavery  as  well  as  the 
fact  of  wrongful  bondage  was  comnnon  in  some 
States  at  that  time.  If  they  had  intended  to  apply 
the  clauses  I  have  commented  on  as  clauses  de- 
signed for  the  indorsement  of  slavery  and  for  the 
rendition  of  fugitive  slaves,  they  would  have  used 
the  words  "  slavery"  ar\(l  "slaves"  in  express 
terms.  I  therefore  assert  with  renewed  confi- 
dence that  the  whole  argument  which  may  bo 
drawn  from  a  collation  of  these  clauses  in  the  Con- 
stitution goes  to  establish  this  fact,  and  this  fact 
alone,  that  there  was  a  deliberate  intent  and  pur- 
pose on  the  part  of  the  Convention  that  adopted 
the  Constitution  to  exclude  from  the  national 
charter  the  idea  of  property  in   man.     It  was  a 

Freconceived  thought,  it  was  studiously  guarded, 
t  was  carefully  carried  out;  and  it  has  been  noth- 
ing in  the  world  but  the  torture  of  those  passages 
of  the  Constitution  by  the  judicial  decisions  which 
have  since  taken  place  that  has  ever  given  sla- 
very a  status  in  our  national  legislation. 

JVIr.  President,  holding  firmly  to  tliese  convic- 
tions, I  do  not  propose  at  this  day  to  vote  for  the 
enactment  or  indorsement  either  directly  or  in- 
directly of  any  fugitive  slave  law.  Senators  who 
choose  to  incur  that  grave  responsibility  may  do 
so;  I  wash  my  hands  clean  of  the  whole  business 
of  slave-catching  and  slave  codes.  If  the  argu- 
ment were  clear  as  noonday  that  the  passage  of 
an  act  of  Congress  for  the  rendition  of  fugitive 
slaves  was  constitutional,  it  would  still  remain  a 
question  of  discretion  and  choice,  and  I  cannot 
understand  the  zeal  of  those  who,  in  such  a  time, 
are  so  -swift  to  set  up  again  the  act  of  1793,  even 
when  tearing  down  that  of  1850.  There  ia  no 
interest  in  the  country  which  now  requires  of  us 
to  keep  watch  and  ward  over  those  held  to  ser- 
vice in  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  Inden- 
tures are  nearly  obsolete.  1  do  not  feel,  there- 
fore, that  any  duty  devolves  upon  Congr(\sHin  tkat 
behalf,  and  furthermore  if  it  did  we  would  not 
be  justified  in  going  beyond  the  plain  letter  of  the 
Constitution.  Our  duty  now,  more  ])crhaps  than 
at  any  previous  lime,  is  to  maintain  the  guaran- 
tees of  freedom  and  to  repel  the  aggressions  of 
slavery.  And  yet,  forsooth,  there  are  those  who 
would  have  the  national  Congress  begin  anew  tli« 
work  of  incorporating  slavery  into  our  national 
lifeand  reuliirm  or  reassert  the  fugitive  slave  law 
of  17U3!  How  much  more  worthy  would  it  be  of 
its  hijih  riiission  in  this  critical  hour  of  our  na- 
tion's exist(!nce,  when  slavery  is  warring  upon 
it  to  the  very  death,  if  Congress,  asserting  its  full 
and  plenary  power  to  care  for  tlie  common  wel- 
fare, should  devote  itself  10  the  pas.sage  of  an  act  di- 
rectly aljolishingand  [)rohibiting  slavery  tlirough- 
out  the  whole  land.      # 

I  have  already  slated  my  own  belief  that  the 
Conetitulion  of  the  United  States  gives  to  Con- 
gress in  sevrrsl  of  it.s  clauses  the  right  to  deal  in 
this  wise  with  the  question  of  frci'dom  and  of 
slavery;  that  it  can  not  only  proliibit  the  migra- 
tion to  our  .shore.s  of  any  destined  f<ir  Hifrvitnrle, 
but  that  il  can  al.so  by  direct  statute  prohibit  any 
such  institution  from  existing.  I  believe  further- 
more that  HU(;h  was  the  under.standintc  of  a  huge 
l^rlion  of  the;  members  of  the  (Junventiou  that 
("ew  up  that  instrument.  While  I  know  that 
there  were  lueinbers  from  tlie  South  in  that  Con- 


vention who  recognized  that  right,  while  I  know 
there  were  members  from  the  North  there  who  rec- 
ognized that  right,  while  1  know  that  the  language 
is  such  that  you  may  clearly  establish  that  right^ 
I  cannot  think  otherwise  than  that  it  was  the  in- 
tent and  meaning  that  such  a  right  to  abolish  sla- 
very should  eventually  be  exercised. 

Mr.  President,  if  there  be  one  thing  more  fatal 
about  these  fugitive  slave  laws  than  another  it  is 
the  everlasting  vitality  the.y  possess — a  vitaliiy 
wonderfully  attested  by  the  singular  spectacle 
which  is  presented  in  this  body  of  their  opera- 
tion. We  find  that  slavery  is  not  content  with 
rendering  the  poor  slave  back  to  his  master,  with 
restoring  the  chattels,  as  they  are  called,  broken 
and  crip[)led  back  to  their  hard  tasks  and  unre- 
quited toil,  but  that  its  reachings  stretch  out 
through  three  quarters  ofa  century,  that  itcoerces 
the  decisions  of  courts  and  the  interpretations  of 
judges,  and  that  rising  into  the  broad  realm  of 
intellect,  it  reclaims  its  subjects  wherever  it  finds 
them.  And  how  painful  are  some  of  its  rendi- 
tions! It  was  but  a  few  days  since  that  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson] 
was  rejoicing  in  a  newly  found  freedom.  1  heard 
his  expressive  language  with  great  satisfaction, 
and  the  country,  we  all  know,  applauded  it  to  the 
echo.  Indeed,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  very 
arts  took  up  the  theme,  and  the  gentleman  was 
depicted,  round  and  rubicund,  as  going  over  a 
high  partition  fence  at  a  single  leap,  making  into 
the  green  fields  beyond.  Others  of  distinguished 
national  repute  had  only  forced  oif  a  paling,  and 
with  liieir  heads  thrust  through  were  surveying 
the  prospect.  But  he  had  cleared  everything  at  a 
bound.  I  am  sure  it  will  be  a  source  of  regret 
.to  that  artist  to  be  compelled  to  reverse  his  pen- 
ciling, when  he  finds  that  tlic  lionorable  Senator 
has  gotten  back  to  the  other  side  of  the  fence 
again;  that  he  has  been  reclaimed  into  the  service 
of  slavery  by  this  inexorable  fugitive  slave  law; 
that  he  has  been  recaptured  and  put  to  do  its 
work,  and  that  he  is  now  standing  up  in  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  Slates  ideading  for  those  con- 
stitutional sanctions  the  very  claim  to  which  gave 
slavery  half  its  strength,  building  up  those  broken 
pillars  of  a  law  which  calls  for  the  slave  where 
ever  he  is  found  and  restores  him  to  his  master. 
Sir,  that  is  the  worst  feature  that  I  have  yet  seen 
in  the  operation  of  this  fugitive^lave  law.  Neither 
genius  nor  learning  nor  character  afford  any  pro- 
tection against  its  reclamations  and  a  return  to 
servitude. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  support  this  bill  as  it 
has  been  amended.  I  cannot  support  any  bill  that 
recognizes  as  right  and  proper  any  fugitive  slave 
act;  and  I  shall  therefore  refuse  to  give  il  my 
sanction  if  it  comes  to  a  vote  upon  the  final  pas- 
sage in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  VAN  WINKLE.  Mr.  President,  I  have 
desired  to  address  the  Senate  during  the  progress 
of  this  discussion .  I  am  ready  to  go  on  now  if  it 
be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  If  the  Senator  will 
give  way,  I  will  ask  the  Senate  to  go  into  exec- 
utive session. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  hope  not.  If  the  Senator 
from  West  Virginia  is  ready  to  go  on  now,  I  think 
we  had  better  continue  with  this  bill. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  have  had  some  con- 
versation with  the  SeiKilor  troni  West  Virginia, 
and  it  is  with  his  assent  that  I  mov(!  that  the  Senate 
|)rocecd  to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  SUMxNER.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  with- 
draw that  propo.siiion. 

Mr.  CONN  ESS  and  others.     What  for.' 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  (to  Mr.  Sumner.)  You  can- 
not close  the  debate  to-day. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Why  should  we  not  continue 
its  consideration  to-day.' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Is  the  motion  logointo 
executive  si.'ssion  a  debatable  question.' 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     I  think  not. 

jMr.  HENDRICKS.   I  raise  that  pointofordcr. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  the  point  of  order 
is  Well  tak(Mi.  A  motion  to  go  into  executive 
se.vsion  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  HALE.     Yes,  ilia. 

Mr.  'I'RUMBULL.     1  insist  that  it  is  not. 

Mr.  HALI'^,.    I  should  like  to  hear  the  rule  read. 

Mr.  TKUA'JBULL.  The  rule  is  specific  on 
llijvt  subject: 

"18.    Oil  i(  iiiDticiM  made  niid  tecoiidud  tO  sliuttlicdooi'd 


of  the  Senate,  oil  tlic  discussion  ofanybnsiness  wbicl:  may, 
la  itie  opinion  ol'a  inenilier,  require  secrecy,  ilie  Fresidout 
slinll  direct  tile  gallery  to  be  cleared  ;  and  <luiirig  tlie  discus- 
sion of  sucli  motion,  tlie  doors  sliall  remain  shut." 

Mr.  SUMNER.  That  is  a  rule  we  adopted 
the  other  diiv. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No,  sir;  it  is  a  rule  that 
was  adopted  on  the  20th  of  February,  1794. 
When  such  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  there 
can  be  no  discussion  except  with  closed  doors, 
and  it  is  a  violation  of  the  rule  to  have  any  dis- 
cussion.    It  requires  a  vote. 

Mr.  FIALE.  I  think  the  Senator  is  mistaken 
in  regard  to  that  rule.  If  a  Senator  rises  in  his 
place  and  asserts  that  he  has  matters  to  be  dis- 
cussed which  he  thinks  ought  to  be  discussed  in 
secret  session,  then  this  rule  applies.  1  never 
saw  it  enforced  but  once,  and  I  think  that  was 
when  you,  Mr.  President,  were  a  member  of  the 
Senate.  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  got  up  and 
stated  this  rule  and  his  privilege  under  it,  and 
upon  that  the  gallery  was  cleared.  That  was  the 
only  time  I  ever  recollect  of  that  ruh.  being  en- 
forced. It  does  not  apply  to  going  into  executive 
session  at  all. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  can  state  to  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  that  the  motion  I 
have  made  is  made  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Senator  from  West  Virginia;  and  I  will  further 
state  that  a  matter  important  to,  my  State  de- 
mands an  executive  session. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  first  question  is  the 
point  of  order  raised  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
whether  that  is  debatable. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Ills  a  debatable 
question.    The  Chair  has  no  doubt  on  that  poinf 

Mr.  SUMNER.  So  1  understood.  Now,  I 
simply  wish  to  understand  the  desire.s  of  Sena- 
tors. Il  seems  to  me  that  unless  there  is  some 
business  that  should  be  attended  to  to-day  in  ex- 
ecutive session,  we  had  better  proceed  with  this 
bill,  if  the  Senator  from  West  Virginia  is  ready 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  The  Senator  fromWcst  Vir- 
ginia has  asked  for  an  adjournment,  and  desires 
to  address  the  Senate  upon  this  subject.  It  is  a 
matter  of  great  consequence.  I  ask  the  Senator 
whether  he  desires  to  deprive  the  Senator  from 
West  Virginia  of  the  opportunity  of  speaking  on 
this  bill  before  it  shall  pass. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  If  the  Senator  had  heard  me 
— he  clearly  did  not  hear  me — he  would  not  have 
put  that  question.  My  last  words  were  addressed 
to  the  Senator  from  West  Virginia  to  ascertain 
from  him  v/hether  he  desired  a  postponement. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  He  has  already  stated  that; 
and  I  supposed  the  Senator  knew  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  do  not  know  it  now,  except 
from  the  .statement  of  the  Senator  from  California. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  You  heard  it  from  some 
source. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Do  I  understand  from  the  Sen- 
ator from  West  Virginia  that  he  woukl  prefer  to 
go  on  to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  VAN  WINKLE.  I  am  prepared  to  go  on 
now,  but  I  should  prefer  to  go  on  to-morrow.  If 
I  were  to  commence  now  I  could  not  get  through 
by  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well;  I  have  no  objection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  que.stion  isoa  . 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas. 
EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  ^pril  20,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Ciianning. 
The  Journal  ofyestcrday  was  read  and  approved. 

COiMiMITTKE  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  ALLISON.  1  ask,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, that  Tut'sday  evening  next  he  assigned  for 
the  coiisideraiion  of  business  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Laiuls,  instead  of  Monday  evening. 
There  was  no  objection,  and  il  was  ordered 
accordingly. 
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PUIVILEGES  OF  THE  FLOOR. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  u.sk,!iKaprivilegcd  question, 
thai  the  Clerk  read  the  ]34th  and  the  27th  rules. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"13'I.  No  pt-rson  except  members  of  the  Senate,  tlieir 
Secretary,  heads  of  Departments,  llie  I'resident's  Private 
Secreiary,  P'orcign  Ministers,  the  Governor  for  the  time 
heing  of  any  State,  Senators  and  Representatives  elect,  and 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales  and  of 
the  Court  of  Claims,  sliall  be  admitted  vi'ithin  the  Hall  of 
llie  House  of  Representatives. 

"  27.  The  Doorkeeper  shall  execute  strictly  the  l.'34th  and 
]35th  rules,  relative  to  the  privilege  of  the  Hall." 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  wish  to  state  that  the  134th 
rule  is  frequently  violated;  and  for  manifest  and 
obvious  reasons  I  give  notice  that  so  long  as  the 
internal  revenue  bill  is  pending  I  shall  insist  on 
the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  Asattention  has  been  called 
to  the  rule,  the  Doorkeeper  will  see  that  it  is  en- 
forced; biitin  justice  to  the  Doorkeeper  the  Chair 
will  state  tliai  where  the  rule  has  been  violated, 
it  has  been  by  the  suggestion  of  members. 

IIEPORT  ON  IRON-CLADS. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts,  by  unanimous 
consent,  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  under  the  rules  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Navy 
Departmi^nt  two  thousand  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  relative  to  iron- ctad  vessels. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE, 

Mr.  ODELL.  I  ask  that  my  colleague,  Mr. 
Herrick,  shall  have  leave  of  abesence  for  one 
week  from  to-day. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  leave  was  granted 
accordingly. 

•iiii  TAX  BILL. 

'•■jVir.  MORRILL  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  House  resolve  itself  in  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  tlie  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tlie  Union, 
(Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  th«  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  405, 
to  provide  internal  revenue  to  support  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Till'  CllAIR.MAN  stated  that  the  general  de- 
bate on  the  bill  had  been  terminated  by  order  of 
the  House. 

Tlie  Clei-k  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the 
bill  by  paragraphs  for  amendment. 

Mr.  BOU  TWELL  moved  to  insert  the  words 
"and  is  hcreliy  charged"and  "  authorized  and;" 
so  that  it  will  read: 

Anil  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  author- 
ized 10  noniirjate,  and,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  appoint,  a  Conimission(^r  of  Internal  Revenue, 
Willi  an  ainniiU  salary  of  iS4,00tl,  who  shall  be  charged,  and 
is  hereby  charged,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  with  preparing  all  the  instructions,  regula- 
tions, ilireelioiis,  form?,  blanks,  stamps,  and  licenses,  and 
distrilmtinj  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  all  other 
matters  pertaining  to  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the 
duti<:s,  stamp  duties,  licenses,  and  taxes  which  maybe  ne- 
cessary to  carry  this  act  Into  effect,  and  with  the  general 
superintendence  of  his  (jfiice,  as  aforesaid,  and  siiall  have 
a<ithoiity,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  required,  to  provide 
cotton  marks,  hydrometers,  and  properand  sufheient  adhe- 
sive stamps,  and  stamps  or  dies  for  expressing  and  deno- 
ting the  several  stamp  duties,  or  the  amount  thereof  in  the 
case  of  percentage  duties,  imposed  by  this  act,  and  to  alter 
and  renew  or  replace  such  stamps,  from  time  to  time,  as 
occasion  shall  require. 

Tiie  amendment  was  agreed  to; 

Mr.  EOUTWELL.  1  wi.sh  to  call  th*e  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
this  point.  By  the  provisions  made  in  this  act 
the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  may  send 
and  receive  documents  and  matters  relative  to  the 
duties  of  his  office.  There  is  a  general  lawpro- 
hibiting  his  receiving  doruments,  or  has  been  so 
construed  by  the  Post  OiRce  Department,  and  the 
result  is  that  the  office  of  internal  revenue  has 
to  pay  bills  of  postage. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  That  general  law  was  passed 
subsequently  to  the  passage  of  the  original  act  of 
taxation.     This  provision  will  remedy  that. 

Scctioti  four  was  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  4.  ^rnl  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  appoint  not  exceeding  three  revenue 
agents,  whose  duties  shall  be,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  aid  in  the  prevention, detec- 
tion, and  punishment  of  frauds  upon  the  r(!venuc,  who 
EJiall  be  paid,  in  addition  to  ihc  expenses  necessarily  In- 
currud  by  them,  such  compensation  as  the  Secretary  of 


the  Treasury  may  deem  just  and  reasonable,  not  exceed 
ing  $2,000  per  annum.  The  above  salaries  to  be  paid  in 
the  same  manner  as  are  othpr  expenses  for  collecting  the 
revenue. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  str"ike  out"  three," 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "  five,"  so  that  it 
will  provide  for  five  revenue  agents. 

Mr.  BROOKS.    Will  that  create  five  additional 
revenue  agents  .' 
Mr.  MORRILL.     It  will. 
Mr.  BROOKS.     What  are  they  for.' 
Mr.  MORRILL.     Some  of  the  duties  of  these 
officers  relate  to  some  of  the  gentleman's  constit- 
uents.    I  understand   the  practice  has  been   by 
some  New  York  parties  to  carry  tobacco  up  the 
river  and  through  the  canal  to  Lake  Champlain, 
and  enter  it  at  St.  John's  to  get  the  drawback;  then 
to  get  it  upon  some  smaller  vessel  and  in  the  night 
take  it  back  again.    Thus  the  same  tobacco  would 
travel  over  the  same  route  many  times,  and  the 
Treasury  would  be  robbed.     These  officers  are 
to  serve  the  purpose  of  detecting  such  frauds. 
The  aiTiendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  section  four, 
in  line  five,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "reve- 
nue" the  word  "internal." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  BROOKS.     I  move  to  amend  the  section 
Joy  reducing  the  number  of  revenue  officers  to  four. 
M'r.  MORRILL.     As  the  gentleman  is  a  good 
parliamentarian  1  will  make  llie  point  upon  him, 
that  the  committee  have  already  inserted  "  five," 
and  therefore  his  amendment  is  not  in  order. 
Mr.  BROOKS.     Then  I  move  to  insert  "six." 
Mr.  MORRILL.    The  numberfive  has  already 
been  adopted.     I  submit  the  amendmentisnotin 
order. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I- tnove  to  strike  out  "five" 
and  insert  "  six." 

Mr.  MORRILL.     That  is  not  in  order. 
Mr.  BROOKS.     Why  not.? 
Mr.  MORRILL.     Because  v/e  have  already 
determined  that  the  number  shall  be  five. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  can  accomplish  my  object 
by  moving  to  strike  out  tlie  salary. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  is  in 
order. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Well,  I  willnot  say  anything, 
having  now  shown  that  I  have  the  power  to  do 
so.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MORRILL."^  I  move  to  amend  section 
seven,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  Con- 
gress" where  it  first  occurs  in  the  following- 
clause: 

Provided,  That  the  number  of  districts  in  any  State  shall 
not  exceed  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  such 
State  shall  be  entitled  in  the  present  Congress,  except  in 
such  States  as  are  entiUed  to  an  increased  representation 
in  the  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  in  which  States  the  num- 
ber of  districts  shall  not  exceed  the  number  of  Represent-- 
atives  to  wliicli  any  such  State  may  bo  so  entitled  :  ^nd 
^novided  further,  Tliat  in  the  State  of  California  the  Pres- 
ident may  establish  a  number  of  districts  not  exceeding  the 
number  'o{  Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  said 
State  is  entitled  in  the  present  Congress. 

This  clause  was  copied  from  the  old  law,  and 
as  this  paragraph  refers  to  the  present  Congress, 
it  will  be  perceived  that  it  is  unnecessary  now. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  section 
eight  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  appoint,"  the 
words"  with  the  approval  of  said  Commissioner," 
in  the  following  clause: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of  the  assessors 
shall  divide'llis  district  into  a  conveTiipntnumberof  assess- 
ment districts,  which  may  be  changed  as  often  as  may  be 
deemed  necesiaiy,  subject  to  such  regulations  and  limita- 
tions as  may  bo  iliiposed  by  the  Conniiissioner  of  Internal 
Revenue,  within  each  of  which  he  shall  appoint  one  as- 
sistant assessor,  who  shall  be  resident  tlieiein. 

Mr.  BROOKS.     What  is  the  object? 

Mr.  MORRILL.  It  is  to  compel  the  assessor 
who  make*  the  appointment  of  the  assistant  as- 
sessor to  appoint  such  a  man  as  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Internal  Revenue  shall  approve.  1 
understand  that  is  the  practice  under  the  present 
law,  but  we  want  it  more  plainly  and  distinctly 
stated  in  this  law. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  In  other  words,  the  object 
is  to  lake  from  the  assessor  the  wliole  political 
power  under  the  bill,  and  transfer  it  to  Washing- 
ton to  the  Commissioner  of  internal  Revenue. 

The  Chair  ordered  tellers  on  the  amendment; 
and  appointed  Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Odell. 

The  committeedividcd;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  70,  noes  28. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  BEAMAN.  1  move  to  amend  the  same  sec- 
tion by  inserting  in  line  twenty-four,  after  the 
word  "that,"  the  words  "according  to  the  best 
of  my  ability;"  so  as  to  make  it  read: 

And  that  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability  I  will  do 
equal  right  and  justice  in  every  case  in  which  1  shall  act 
as  assessor. 

The  limitation  "  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
skill,  and  judgment,"  contained  in  a  preceding 
line,  does  not  apply  to  these  words  to  which  I  re- 
fer, because  this  is  a  distinct  undertaking.  The 
same  effect  perhaps  would  be  produced  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  "  that  I  will,"  and  I  will  change 
my  motion  and  move  to  strikeout  the  words"  that 
I  will." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  section 
twelve,  in  line  fifteen,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  license"  the  words  "  or  other,"  so  that  it  shall 
read,  "  including  all  persons  liable  to  pay  alicense 
or  other  duty." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  section 
thirteen,  in  line  one,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  person"  the  words  "  liable  to  pay  any  duty  or 
tax,  or;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

That  if  any  person,  liable  to  pay  any  duty  or  tax,  or  own- 
ing, possessing,  or  having  the  care  or  management  of  prop- 
erty ,"'good3,  wares,  and  merchandise,  articles  or  objects 
liable  to  pay  any  duty,  tax,  or  license,  shall  fail  to  make  and 
exhibit  a  list  or  return  required  by  law,  and  shall  consent 
to  disclose  the  particulars  of  any  and  all  the  property, 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  articles  and  objects  liable 
to  pay  any  duty  or  lax,or  any  business  or  occupation  liable 
to  pay  any  license.  Sec.  * 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  would  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  whether,  in  the  clause  just 
i-ead  and  amended,  the  word  "not"  should  not 
be  inserted  before  the  word  "consent.'"  I  move 
to  insert  the  word  "  not." 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  think  there  would  still  be 
an  error.  I  have  read  the  section  over  twice, 
and  my  impression  is  that  a  line  has  been  left 
out  in  printing  the  bill.  It  will  be  seen,  by 
reading  the  section  through,  that  it  is  somewhat 
questionable  whether  the  words  should  be  "shall- 
consent"  or  "  shall  not  consent,"  and  therefore 
I  ask  the  committee  to  pass  over  this  section  in- 
formally, so  that  we  may  return  to  it  after  hav- 
ing examined  this  point. 

Mr.  BOUT  WELL.  I  will  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman there  is  no  difficulty  in  relation  to  this 
section.  It  is  an  exact  transcript  of  the  corre- 
sponding section  of  the  old  law.  It  might,  per- 
haps, be  made  a  little  clearer  by  inserting  the 
word  "  but"  in  place  of  the  word  "  and"  in  the 
fifth  line,  but  the  section  as  it  here  Appears  has 
received  construction,  and  it  is,  I  think,  suffi- 
ciently clear  as  it  stands.  The  only  change  at 
all  that  I  discover  in  the  section  is  the  insertion 
in  the  tenth  line  of  the  words  "  or  return." 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Very  well.  If  the  section 
is  satisfactory  to  the  gentleman,  I  will  withdraw 
^my  amendment. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Still  I  would  suggest  that  by 
unanimous  consent  the  section  be  passed  over  for 
the  present,  to  be  returned  to  if  upon  a  more  care- 
ful examination  it  should  be  found  to  be  desirable 
to  make  any  change. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  object. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  is  perfectly  clear  that  to 
make  this  section  perfectly  intelligible  the  word 
"and,"  in  the  fifth  line,  should  be  stricken  out 
and  the  word  "  but"  inserted.  I  move  to  so 
amend  the  fifth  line  of  the  section. 

It  is  very  clearly  right  that  if  a  party  shall  fail 
to  make  out  the  list  as  here  required,  but  shall 
consent  to  disclose  the  particulars  on  which  the 
list  is  to  be  made  out,  that  should  be  received  in- 
stead of  the  list  itself.  It  is  correctly  ti-anscribed 
from  the  old  law;  but  to  make  it  perfectly  clear 
the  word  "and"sliould  be  stricken  out  and  "  but" 
inserted;  and  I  hope,  therefore,  the  amendment 
will  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SLOAN.  I  will  suggest  that  the  word 
"direct,  "in  line  eight  of  the  twelfth  section,  should 
bo  stricken  out. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  section  has  been 
passed,  and  cannot  be  returned  to  except  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr.  SLOAN.  I  think  the  amendment  should 
be  made.  The  intention  of  the  section  evidently 
was  timt  the  work  should  be  done  about  the  first 
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Mondaj'  of  May.  As  it  now  reads  it  provides  that 
the  work  shall  be  directed  to  be  done  at  that  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  there  objection  to  re- 
turning to  the  twelfth  section? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  tliink  we  had  better  not 
go  back. 

Mr.  CRESWELL.  I  move  to  amend  the  four- 
teenth section  in  the  eleventh  line,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,"  and  by 
inserting  the  same  words  after  the  word  "  fined," 
in  the  ninth  line.     The  clause  would  then  read: 

That  if  any  person  shall  deliver  or  disclose  to  any  as- 
sessor or  assistant  assessor  appointed  in  pursuance  of  law, 
any  false  or  fraudulent  list,  return,  account,  or  statement, 
Willi  intent  to  del'eat  or  evade  the  valuation,  enumeration, 
or  assessment  intended  to  be  made,  sucli  person  so  oft'end- 
ing  and  bein?  thereof  convicted  in  any  circuit  or  district 
court  of  the  United  States  held  in  the  district  in  which 
such  e)(rense  may  he  committed,  shall  be  lined,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  conn,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  dollars  and 
not  exceeding  double  the  siun  of  which  he  shall  have  at- 
tempted to  defraud  the  Government,  and  shall  pay  all  costs 
and  charges  of  prosecution. 

I  will  merely  remark  that  these  words  seem 
more  properly  to  come  in  at  that  point  than  after 
the  words  "attempted  to  defraud  the  Govern- 
ment." 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ob- 
ject to  the  amendment;  but  I  will  suggest  that  the 
language  now  stands  as  it  does  in  the  existing 
law,  and  as  it  has  been  construed.  There  is  no 
difficulty  in  the  construction.  It  is  merely  a  ques- 
tion of  taste  in  the  construction  of  the  sentence, 
and  under  the  circumstances  I  think  1  would  pre- 
fer the  section  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  to  amend  the 
clause  to  which  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  applies  by  striklngout  "  fifty  dol- 
lars" and  inserting  "forty  dollars."  I  will  state 
that  there  seems  to  me  to  be  a  possible  incongruity 
in  the  language  of  the  section.  It  says  he  shall 
be  fined  "  in  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  dollars  and 
not  exceeding  double  the  sum  of  which  he  shall 
have  attempted  to  defraud  the  Government." 
Now,  suppose  he  shall  have  attempted  to  defraud 
the  Government  of  ten  dollars,  the  law  would 
then  require  him  to  be  fined  not  less  than  fifty 
dollars  and  not  more  than  twenty  dollars.  [Laugh- 
ter.]    1  withdraw  my  amendiTient. 

The  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Creswell 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  desire  that  so  much  of 
the  section  as  prescribes  a  penalty  shall  be  passed 
over,  and  the  Committee  allowed  to  i-eturn  to  it 
subsequently.  1  have  attempted  to  prepare  some- 
thing that  shall  provide  some  unifoFmity  in  pre- 
scribing these  fines,  and  should  such  a  system  be 
agreed  on  in  committee  1  desire  that  permission 
may  be  granted  to  i-eturn  to  this  and  to  any  other 
section  in  which  fines  may  be  prescribed  which 
may  have  been  passed,  so  far  as  that  subject  is 
concerned. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  hope  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  be  assented  to,  so 
that  the  committee  iriay  hereafter  establish  some- 
thing like  uniformity  in  the  imposition  of  fines. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  proposition  was 
assented  to. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  will  move  to  amend  the 
fifteenth  section,  in  the  twenty-fifth  line,  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  "  sickness"  the  words 
"  accident  or  unavoidable  absence."  The  clause 
would  then  read: 

And  in  case  of  refusal  to  make  such  list  or  return,  the 
assesscir  or  assistant  assessor  shall  thereupon  add  twenty 
per  cent,  to  the  amount  of  the  duty  or  tax  ;  and  in  ease  of 
neglect,  except  in  ease  of  sickness,  accident,  or  unavoid- 
able ah.-ence,  to  make  such  list  or  return,  tea  per  cent, 
shall  be  added  ti)  the  amount  thereof. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  That  would  give  a  pretty 
broad  margin.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  noiice  that  the  words 
"  is  licreby  authorized  and  required"  are  omitted 
in  the  following  clause: 

And  if  any  person, on  being  notified  or  required  aHafore- 
saiil,  shall  refuse  or  netjlect  togive  such  list  or  return  within 
the  time  required  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
assessor  or  assistant  assessor  of  the  district  within  whicli 
BUCh  person  shall  reside  to  enter  into  and  upon  the  prem- 
ises, if  it  be  necessary,  of  such  person  so  refusing  or  neg- 
lecting, and  to  III  kP,  according  to  the  best  information 
wliich  lie  can  obtain,  ami  on  liisown  vU:w  and  information, 
BUch  list  or  return  of  the  property,  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, &c. 

It  s';fm.s  to  me  the  words  I  have  named  should 
be  inaertcd  after  the  word  "  reside." 


Mr.  MORRILL.  That  is  implied.  The  words 
if  inserted  would  be  merely  verbiage. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  Veiy  well.  I  will  submit 
no  amendment,  then. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  16.  ^nd  be  il  further  enacted.  That  in  case  any  as- 
sessor sliall  have  reason  to  believe  that  any  list,  statement, 
or  return  required  by  law  has  been  made  to  any  assessor  or 
assistant  assessor  in  a  J'alseor  fraudulent  manner,  or  if  any 
person  whose  duty  it  is  to  furnish  any  list  orrelurn,  or  make 
any  statement  required  by  law,  shall  neglect  of  refuse  to  do 
so,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  assessor  to  summon  by  sub- 
pena,  to  be  served  by  any  assistant  assessor  of  the  district, 
such  persons  as  he  may  deem  proper  to  appear  before  him, 
at  a  time  and  place  named  therein,  to  give  testirliony  or 
answer  interrogations  respecting  any  objects  liable  to  duly 
or  tax  as  aforesaid,  list,  statements,  or  returns  thereof,  or 
any  trade,  business,  or  profession  liable  to  any  license  as 
aforesaid,  and  to  enforce  obedience  to  such  writ  by  attach- 
ment as  for  contempt. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "license"  these  words:  "or  any  gains, 
profits,  or  income  liable  to  be  assessed." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
"they,"  and  to  insert  the  word  "he"  in  lieu 
thei-eof,  and  to  change  the  word  "  reside  "  to  "  re- 
sides;" so  that  it  will  read: 

Sec.  18.  .^nd  he  it  further  enncted,  That  any  owner  or 
person  having  the  care  or  management  of  property,  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  articles  or  objects,  not  lying  or 
being  within  the  assessment  district  in  which  he  resides, 
shall  be  permitted  to  make  out  and  deliver  the  lists  thereof 
required  by  this  act  (provided  the  assessment  district  in 
which  the  said  objects  of  duty  or  taxation  are  situated  is 
therein  distinctly  stated)  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed to  the  assistant  assessor  of  the  assessment  district 
wlierein  such  person  resides. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  to  insert  the  word 
"  monthly;"  so  that  the  section  will  read: 

Sec.  19.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  lists  afore- 
said shall,  where  not  otherwise  specially  provided  for,  be 
taken  with  reference  to  the  day  fixed  for  that  purpose  by 
this  act,  as  aforesaid,  and  where  duties  accrue  atotherand 
different  times,  the  lists  shall  be  taken  with  reference  to  the 
lime  when  said  duties  become  due,  and  shall  be  denomin- 
ated annual,  mojithly,  and  special  lists,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  that  the  word  "  lists," 
wherever  it  occurs  in  the  nineteenth  section,  be 
altered  to  "  list." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  the  same  amendment 
in  the  twenty-first  section. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  to  insert  in  the  twenty- 
first  section  "  monthly  or;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  in  ease  it  shall  be  found  or  discovered  by  any  assess- 
or that  the  annual  list  so  furnished  to  the  proper  collector, 
as  aforesaid,  is  imperfect  or  incomplete,  owing  to  the  names 
of  persons,  firms,  corporations,  or  objects  liable  to  lax  or 
duty  being  omitted  therefrom,  the  said  assessor  may,  from 
time  to  time,  at  any  time  thereafter,  enter  on  his  special  list 
all  such  objects  of  duty  or  taxation,  with  the  names  of  per- 
sons owning  or  having  tlie  care  or  superintendence  of  prop- 
erty lying  within  said  district  liable  to  said  tax  or  duty,  or 
engaged  in  any  business  or  pursuit  requiring  a  license,  with 
the  sums  payable  by  each,  as  lie  shall  discover  to  have  been 
omitted  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  ob- 
tain and  be  had  with  respect  to  such  objects  of  duly  or  tax 
as  are  by  this  act  required  in  respect  to  objects  of  duty  or 
taxes,  and  persons  liable  to  tax  regularly  entered  and  re- 
turned on  any  monthly  or  special  list. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  22.  ./3hi/  he  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  the  several  assessors,  from  the  date  of 
their  appointment,  a  salary  of  $!l,500  per  annum,  payable 
.quarterly,  and  in  addition  thereto,  where  the  receipts  of 
the  collection  district  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  $IOO,()U(lHnd 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $400,000  annually,  one  half  of 
one  per  cent,  upon  the  excess  of  receipts  over  $100,000  ; 
vvlnne  the  receipts  of  a  collection  district  shall  exceed 
,'5;4O0,000  and  shall  not  exceed  ,'$600,000,  one  fourth  of  one 
percent,  upon  the  excess  of  receipts  over  $400,000  ;  where 
the  receipts  shall  exceed  $600,000,  one  tenth  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  such  excess;  but  the  salary  of  no  aisessor  shall 
in  any  case  exceed  the  sum  of  $3,000,  &,c. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  "and  shall  not  exceed  ^600,000." 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  avail  myself  of  the  present 
occasion  lo  inquire  of  the  gentlemen  from  Ver- 
mont whether  there  is  any  publication  or  record 
to  show  what  is  the  amount  of  salary  and  com- 
mission received  by  these  assessors.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  accounts  are  all  before 
the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  IJROOKS.  1  further  avail  myself  of  this 
occasion  to  say  that  there  should  be  some  publi- 
cation lo  .show  what  is  the  amount  received  by 
tlicsc  assessors. 


Mr.  MORRILL.  That  is  easy  to  be  seen  by 
looking  at  the  law. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  The  law  does  not  state  what 
the  deputies  recei  ve  or  what  their  commissions  are. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to  insert 
"  five  hundred;"  so  that  the  section  will  read: 

But  the  salary  of  no  assessor  shall  in  any  case  exceed 
the  sum  of  $3,500. 

The  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  finds  in 
some  districts  that  it  is  impossible  to  command  the 
services  of  men  competent  to  discharge  the  duties 
for  the  sum  of  $2,000.  He  thinks  that  it  would 
be  wise  to  put  the  outside  limitatiJ3,500  for  some 
of  the  larger  districts.  In  the  smaller  districts, 
where  the  collections  are  smaller,  the  salary  will 
not  be  increased. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
present  experience  may  be,  but  my  experience 
was  that  we  could  find  plenty  of  persons  in  the 
country  to  accept  these  offices. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

And  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  assistant 
assessor  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  every  day  actually 
employed  in  collecting  lists  and  making  valuations,  the 
number  of  days  necessary  for  that  purpose  to  be  certified 
by  the  assessor,  and  three  dollars  for  every  hundred  lax- 
able-  persons  contained  in  the  tax  list,  as  completed  and 
delivered  by  him  to  the  assessor. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out"  three," 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "five,"  so  that  it 
will  read  "  five  dollars  for  every  hundred  taxable 
persons,"  &c. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  to  strike  out  tl>e  word 
"  taxable"  in  the  twenty-second  section,  and  after 
the  word  "  persons"  to  insert  "  assessed,"  so  that 
it  will  read,  "  and  three  dollars  for  every  hundred 
persons  assessed." 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
amendment  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  It  may 
create  an  inducement  on  the  part  of  the  assessor 
to  increase  his  list  by  putting  on  persons  who  are 
not  taxable. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  amendment  is  unim- 
portant and  cures  the  very  evil  complained  of  by 
the  gentleman. 

Tlie  amendiTient  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  movetostiikeout  "  three" 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "one."  1  believe 
there  is  no  increase  in  the  pay  of  the  assessors. 
I  presume  that  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  will 
inform  us  thai:  it  is  the  fact  tlnW;  the  pay  is  not 
increased  over  that  provided  by  the  act  of  March 
3,  1863.  But  there  is  a  material  increase  in  the 
pay  of  the  assistant  assessors;  that  is  to  say,  that 
under  the  old  law  he  received  a  compensation  of 
three  dollars  a  day  during  the  time  employed, 
while  by  this  bill  he  is  to  receive  three  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  a  day.  Under  the  old  law  he  received 
for  making  out  the  list  one  dollar  for -every  hun- 
dred persons  assessed,  while  under  this  bill  he  is 
to  receive  three  dollars,  besides  the  additional  al- 
lowances for  granting  permits  to  tobacco,  snuff, 
or  cigar  manufacturers. 

I  have  not  discovered  the  necessity  for  this  in- 
crease. It  is  a  very  material  increase,  without 
any  apparent  necessity.  1  would  be  willing  to 
increase  the  compensation  half  a  dollar  a  day. 
Perhaps  that  is  reasonable  enough,  though  here- 
tofore a  compensation  of  three  dollars  a  day,  and 
one  dollaj'  for  each  hundred  names  upon  the  tax 
list,  was  deemed  a  fair  compensation  to  the  as- 
sistant assessors.  Now  it  is  proposed  to  increase 
the  per  diem,  and  also  the  compensation  based 
upon  the  returns  of  the  persons  who  are  taxable. 
It  seems  to  me  we  ought  not  to  swell  the  expenses 
of  collecting  these  taxes  so  rajiidly.  I  think  with 
an  increase  of  compensation  half  a  dollar  a  day, 
taking  into  consideration  the  class  of  persons  who 
are  engaged  in  tlie  perfonnance  of  these  duties, 
this  large  increase  of  from  one  to  three  dollars  per 
hundred  names  upon  the  taxable  list  is  not  neces- 
sary, and  is  uiiwairantable.  I  hope  there  will 
not  be  a  disposition  to  increase  the  pay  in  this 
respect.  If  we  begin  to  do  it  now  there  is  no  tell- 
ing where  it  will  terminate.  The  expense  oi  col- 
lecting this  revenue  is  enonnous  anyhow,  and  the 
vast  number  of  these  employes,  and  these  vari- 
ous sub-officers,  swell  the  expenses  necessarily 
to  u  very  large  sum.  You  cannot  expect  these 
taxes  to  be  readily  paid  by  thy  people  unless  they 
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feel  that  the  system  is  as  economical  as  a  just 
consideration  of  the  public  service  will  admit  of. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Under  this  law,  I  am  very 
happy  to  say,  the  duties  are  collccCed  cheaper 
than  they  have  been  in  any  otiier  country  vi^hat- 
ever.  Tiie  percentage  of  cost  to  the  Government 
is  only  about  one  half  as  much  as  it  is  in  Eng- 
land for  tlie  same  kind  of  taxes.  But  the  com- 
mittee, while  they  have  curtailed  the  amount  of 
compensation  which  will  be  received  by  the  col- 
lectors, have  thought  that  the  assistant  assessors, 
who  perform  the  most  laborious  part  of  the  du- 
ties under  this  act,  have  been  poorly  compen- 
sated. Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  a  rural  dis- 
trict; the  assistant  assessor,  if  he  does  not  own  a 
horse  and  carriage,  is  obliged  to  hire  one.  We 
have  information  before  us  that  where,  heretofore, 
assessors  have  been  able  to  hire  a  horse  and  car- 
riage for  one  dollar  a  day,  they  now  have  to  pay, 
in  some  cases,  two  dollars  a  day.  Then  the  as- 
sessors have  to  support  themselves  by  living  at 
hotels,  and  after  paying  their  tavern  bills  they 
have,  when  they  get  home,  hardly  enough  to  pay 
their  other  expenses. 

We  have  proposed  only  a  very  moderate  in- 
crease of  the  compensation  of  these  laborious  offi- 
cers. We  are  informedby  the  principal  assessors 
that  they  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  ol)tain 
men  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  to  accept 
the  places,  and  that  but  for  the  fact  that  they  ex- 
pected their  compensation  would  be  increased  by 
this  Congress  a  large  proportion  of  the  present 
officers  would  have  resigned  already. 

It  is  merely  proposed  by  this  provision  to  in- 
crease the  pay  for  making  out  this  list  from  one 
dollar  to  three  dollars  per  hundred  names.  This 
will  give  them  but  a  very  small  amount  of  com- 
pensation; in  some  districts  perhaps  twenty-five 
dollars,  in  some  districts  perhaps  fifty  dollars,  ar»d 
it  is  a  very  inconsiderable  compensation  anyway. 
I  hope  the  House  will  at  least  agree  that  this 
amount  shall  be  paid  to  them. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Holman]  that  we  allow  them  fees  upon  per- 
mits granted  to  cigar  and  tobacco  manufacturers. 
I  merely  wish  to  say  that  this  will  be  very  small, 
except  in  cities  like  New  York  and  other  large 
cities,  where  the  officers  would  be  utterly  unable 
to  live  without  those  fees. 

Mr.  ODELL.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  whether  this  clause  "  and  twenty- 
five  cents  for  each  permit  granted  to  any  tobacco 
or  cigar  manufacturer"  is  not  a  new  clause? 

Mr.  MORRILL.     It  is. 

Mr.  ODELL.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting"  twodollars"insteadof"  three 
dollars." 

Mr.  GRTNNELL.  I  rise  simply  to  confirm 
the  statement  made  by  the  gentleman  who  has 
this  bill  in  charge.  Now, sir,  I  personally  know 
that  some  of  the  sub-assessors  in  my  district  have 
sent  in  their  resignations  and  were  only  prevailed 
on  to  continue  in  office  by  the  assessor  himself, 
upon  the  presumption  that  their  compensation 
would  be  increased. 

Now,  sir,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  when  these  assistant  assessors  start  out 
to  perform  their  duties  they  have  to  pay  their 
tavern  bills,  they  have  to  pay  for  their  teams, 
and  when  they  return  they  find  that  they  have 
nothing  left.  I  hope  that  the  compensation  will 
be  continued  at  three  dollars  a  day  and  that  it 
will  not  be  reduced  to  two  dollars  a  day. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend,  in  the 
forty-seventh  line,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"and"  the  words  "  to  assessors  and  assistant 
assessors."  I  also  move  to  amend,  in  the  forty- 
eighth  line,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  Caro- 
lina," the  word  "Mississippi."  The  clause  as 
amended  would  read: 

Provideit,  ')'li;it  llic  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be, 
and  lie  Is  licroby,  authorized  lo  fix  such  additional  riites  of 
coiiipeusatioii  to  he  made  to  assessors  iu  cases  where  a 
collection  district  embraces  more  than  a  single  congres- 
Pional  district,  and  to  assessors  and  assistant  assessors  in 
the  States  of  Louisiana,  North  Carolina,  Mississippi,  Ten- 
nessee, Missouri,  California,  and  Oregon,  and  the  Terri- 
tories, as  may  appear  to  him  tohe  justand  equitable,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Referring  to  line  nine  of  this 
Bcction,  a(\irlheramendmentis  required  to  make 
the  language  conform  to  the  action  taken  by  the 


committee.  I  therefore  move  to  strike  out  from 
the  word  "dollars"  to  and  including  the  word 
"  excess,"  in  line  fourteen,  as  follows: 

Where  the  receipts  of  a  collection  district  sh  all  exceed 
$400,000  and  shall  not  exceed  $600,000,  one  fourth  of  one 
percent,  upon  Ihecxcess  of  receipts  over  $4X10,000;  where 
the  receipts  shall  exceed  $600,000,  one  tenth  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  such  excess. 

I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  explanation  of  the 
amendment.  As  the  section  now  stands  amended 
by  the  committee,  the  maximum  compensation  is 
reached  by  the  percentage  allowed  up  to  |400,000, 
and  consequently  the  one  tenth  of  one  per  cent, 
on  all  above  |600,000  cannot  be  drawn  by  the 
assessor,  and  is  inadmissible.  I  will  remark  that 
the  theory  on  which  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  proceeded  was  that  it  was  for  the  interest 
of  the  Government  to  allow  a  smalf  percentage 
upon  the  entire  amount  assessed,  ci-eating  there- 
by an  inducement  for  the  assessor  to  perform  his 
duties  to  their  entire  extent.  I  beg  permission 
to  say  that  in  inserting  the  percentage  of  one 
tenth  of  one  per  cent,  the  object  of  the  committee 
was  not  to  benefit  the  assessor  but  to  benefit  the 
Government;  butas  this  Committee  of  the  Whole 
has  decided  otherwise  I  submit  this  amendment 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  section  conform  to 
the  action  already  taken  by  the  committee,  leav- 
ing it  to  the  subsequent  action  of  the  House  to 
determine  whether  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  is  safest, for  the 
interests  of  the  Government. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  move  to  amend  the  section, 
in  the  forty-third  line, after  the  word  "author- 
ized," by  inserting  as  follows: 

Provided,  That  if  any  assessor  shall  demand  of  or  receive 
from  any  deputy  assessor,  as  a  condition  of  his  appointment 
to  or  continuance  in  his  said  office  of  deputy  assessor,  any 
portion  of  the  compensation  herein  allowed,  said  assessor 
so  offending  shall  be  summarily  dismissed  from  office  and 
shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  fifty  dollars,  upon 
conviction  of  such  offense  in  any  district  or  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  of  tlie  district  in  which  such  offense 
may  be  committed.. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Let  me  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man that  his  amendment  should  be  modified  by 
adding  after  the  words  "  shall  demand  or  re- 
ceive" the  words  "  directly  or  indirectly." 

Mr.  NORTON.     I   have  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  DAWES.  And  I  would  further  suggest 
that  the  words  "  or  any  other  consideration  "  be 
inserted.  1  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  and 
regard  it  as  important,  but  as  drawn  I  think  it 
will  be  easy  enough  to  evade  it.  I  think  the 
amendments  I  have  suggested  are  necessary  in 
order  to  cover  the  whole  ground. 

Mr.  NORTON.  1  have  no  objection  to  the 
modification  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  I  desire  to  say  in  support  of  the 
amendment  that  I  hope  the  practice  has  not  been 
general,  but  I  know  that  the  evil  has  existed  to 
some  extent.  I  know  of  one  assessor,  at  least, 
who  has  demanded  and  received  of  his  assistant 
assessors  one  dollar  out  of  every  three  dollars  re- 
ceived by  them  as  compensation. 

Now,  sir,  it  will  be  readily  perceived  by  every 
gentleman  that  such  a  practice  is  immoral,  and 
unjust  to  the  United  States  in  its  tendencies.  It 
holds  out  to  such  assistant  collectors  powerful 
inducements  to  make  fraudulent  statements  and 
returns,  and  especially  as  his  accounts  and  re- 
turns are  to  be  certified  to  by  the. assessor  hiiTi- 
self,  who  has  taken  from  him  one  third  of  his 
legitimate  compensation.  His  compensation  is 
paid  by  the  collector,  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
assessor  to  its  correctness,  and  every  gentleman 
will  see  that  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
cannot  but  suffer  while  such  practices  may  be 
safely  carried  on.  I  hope  such  cases  are  rare, 
but  I  know  they  have  existed  to  a  certain  extent. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  ask  that  the  amendment  be 
again  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment  as  it  was  modi- 
fied. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  suggest  that  the  amendment 
shall  read,  "shall  demand  or  receive, directly  or 
indirectly;"  and  then  to  insert  the  words,  "or 
any  other  consideration,"  after  the  word  "sal- 
ary." With  thatmodification  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  accept  the  gentleman 's  sug- 
gestion as  a  modification  of  nny  amendtnent. 

Mr.  DAWES.  This  is  an  important  amend- 
mentandits  worth  depends  upon  its  phraseology, 
and  it  ought  therefore  to  be  prepared  with  care. 


Mr.  NORTON.  The  amendment  should  be- 
made  to  read  "  assistant,"  instead  of  "  deputy." 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  "  and  as- 
sistant assessors"  after  the  word  "assessors." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mi;.  CRESWELL.  I  move  to  strike  out  "three" 
and  insert  "  four,"  so  that  it  will  read  "four  and 
a  half." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  agree  to  every  word  that  haa 
been  said  in  reference  to  the  importance  of  the 
labors  of  assistant  assessors  in  the  execution  of 
this  law.  In  the  rural  districts  the  execution  of 
the  law  entirely  depends  upon  the  work  that  thejf 
do.  I  am  sure  that  in  my  own  district,  compris- 
ing a  large  extent  of  territory,  §3  50  a  day  will 
scarcely  cover  the  expenses  of  a  person  compe- 
tent to  perform  the  duties.  I  know  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  suffered  delay  because  of  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  persons  competent  to  discharge  the  du- 
ties of  these  officers  for  the  compensation  allowed 
by  law.  Our  assistant  assessors  must  not  only 
be  shrewd  and  active  business  men,  but  good 
clerks  also,  and  it  is  rarely  you  will  find  a  person 
with  all  those  qualifications.  Then  these  assist- 
ant assessors  ai-e  only  employed  a  small  portion 
of  the  year.  The  compensation  is  entirely  inade- 
quate, especially  in  the  rural  districts,  and  there- 
fore I  have  moved  to  increase  it. 

The  annendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  "in  cases  where  a  collection  district  em- 
braces more  than  a  single  congressional  district, 
and  in  the  States  of  Louisiana,  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee, Missouri, California, and  Oregon, and 
the  Territories,"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be, 
and  lie  is  hereby,  authorized  to  fix  such  additional  rates  of 
compensation  U>  be  made  to  assessors  as  may  appear  to  him 
to  be  just  and  equitable,  in  consequence  of  the  greater  cost 
of  livingand  traveling  in  those  States  and  Territories,  and  as 
may,  in  ills  judgment,  be  necessary  to  secure  the  services 
of  competent  officers;  but  the  rates  of  compensation  thus 
allowed  shall  not  exceed  the  rates  paid  to  similar  officers, 
ill  such  States  and  Territories  respectively. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  opposed  to  all  these  ex- 
ceptional cases.  I  prefer  the  bill  should  be  as  it 
is  in  regard  to  collectors,  leaving  the  whole  mat- 
ter with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the, 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  to  make  thp, 
compensation  adequate  where  it  is  not  now  ade- 
quate, in  their  discretion. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  hope  that  will  not  be 
done.  The  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury are  great  enough  now.  To  compel  him  to 
fix  salaries  is  irnposing  upon  him  duties  which 
belong  to  Congress. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  move  to  strike  out "  ^3  50" 
and  insert  ";J4." 

I  wish  to  say  one  word  about  that.  A  large 
portion  of  my  district  is  sparsely  populated.  The 
assessors  are  not  paid  anything.  They  are  now 
doing  their  work  for  nothing.  One  assessor  I 
have  in  my  mind.  I  know  that,  having  been  in 
the  Army  for  a  couple  of  years,  he  took  this  place 
as  a  kind  of  rest.  He  started  with  a  horse  and 
buggy,  for  which  he  paid  §2  50  a  day,  and  his 
expenses  were  ^1  50,  and  he  actually  expended . 
every  day  he  was  out  half  a  dollar  more  than  all 
his  pay  came  to;  and  that  half  a  dollar  was  paid 
out  of  the  thirteen  dollars  a  nionth  he  had  received 
while  he  was  in  the  Army.  That  is  thecom[)en- 
sation.  I  asked  him  why  he  did  not  resign.  He 
said  he  had  enlisted  in  the  beginning  of  the  war 
to  serve  the  country;  and  that  when  he  was  not 
able  to  serve  longer  in  the  field  he  took  this  of- 
fice. I  have  moved  that  it  should  be  fixed  at  four 
dollars  a  day.  In  my  district  that  is  no  compen- 
sation; but  from  patriotic  motives  we  can  get 
young  men  to  discharge  these  duties.  I  wish  to 
cover  expenses. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  In  regard  to  the  amount 
of  compensation,  I  do  not  wish  to  speak;  but  I 
would  suggest  that  til  is  difficulty  can  be  very  easily 
remedied.  The  best  class  of  men  for  assistant  as- 
sessors are  the  town  assessors  appointed  under 
State  laws.  They  are  generally  competent  men. 
The  electors  of  the  towns  have  capacity  enough 
to  select  such  men,  and  in  my  own  district  they 
do  select  such  men.  In  the  State  of  New  Yoi-k 
they  are  usually  compensated  at  the  rate  of  $]  25 
and  ^1  50  per  day.  The  difficulty  which  these  aa- 
sistant  assessors  experience  will  be  obviated  by 
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appoiiuii)^  one  foreacli  town,  or,  where  the  lown- 
sliipsare  small,  one  for  two  or  more  towns.  There 
are  hirge  numbers  of  men  in  every  town  who  will 
accept  tiie  office  at  this  rate  of  compensation,  or 
at  even  loss  coinpensation  than  is  |orovide(J  for 
liere.  Gentlemen  have  frequently  objected  here 
to  the  increase  of  any  salaries  whatever.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  unnecessary  cases  of  increase 
that  has  been  proposed  in  this  House,  and  1  hope 
it  will  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COFFROTH.  I  move  to  amend  the 
twenty-second  section  by  striking  out  in  line 
t^reethe  words  "fifteen  hundred"  and  inserting 
"two  thousand;'-' and  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  words  "  payable  quarterly;"  so  as  to  make 
the  compensation  $2,000  without  any  additional 
profit.  I  propose  the  amendment  so  as  to  make 
the  salary  a  fixed  sum — 12,000.  This  will  give 
to  the  assessor  of  every  district  the  receipts  of 
which  do  not  exceed  $100,000  a  salary  of  $1,500, 
and  to  the  assessor  of  every  district  where  the 
receipts  exceed  $100,000  an  additional  per  cent,  on 
every  $100,000  beyond  the  first.  This  is  unjust 
to  the  assessors  of  districts  in  which  the  receipts 
do  not  exceed  $100,000,  because  they  re'ceive  only 
$1,500,  though  they  have  more  labor  to  perform, 
undergo  more  fatigue,  and  have  more  trouble  in 
performing  their  duties  than  the  assessors  in  the 
iieavy  districts  and  cities. 

Therefore,  in  justice  to  all  classes  and  to  all 
districts,  I  think  this  salary  should  be  fixed  at 
$2,000.  It  is  nothing  but  justice  to  those  men 
who  are  actins:  in  the  rural  districts. 

JMr.  MORRILL.  I  merely  rise  to  oppose, 
pro  forma,  the  amendment,  and  to  express  the 
hope  that  it  will  not  be  adopted.  We  have  al- 
ready spent  more  time  upon  this  section  than 
upon  all  the  sections  we  have  passed. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  amend  section  twenPy- 
two  by  striking  out  "  three,"  in  line  thirty,  and 
inserting  "  four,"  so  as  to  make  the  clause  read, 
"and  four  dollars  for  every  hundred  taxable 
persons  contained  in  the  tax  list,  "&c.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  compensation  of  the  assistant  assessors 
is  entirely  too  small.  In  my  judgment,  where 
the  assistant  assessors  have  to  travel  Very  much 
from  home,  the  compensation  allowed  does  not 
pay  their  expenses.  I  submit,  therefore,  that  it 
is  only  just  to  allow  them  four  dollars  for  each 
l)undred  taxable  inhabitants  whose  names  are  con- 
tained on  his  list.  I  liope  the  House  will  agree 
to  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  rise  to  oppose,  pro  forma, 
the  amendment,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  agreed  to. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  the 
amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Alley  and  Mr. 
Hale  were  a|)pointed. 

The  committee  divided,  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  49,  noes  52. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  section 
twenty-three  by  striking  out  of  line  seventeen 
the  words  "  wi!lfullyand  corruptly  "and  inserting 
"knowingly  or  negligently,"  so  that  the  clause 
will  read,  "  that  any  assessor  has  knowingly  or 
negligently  apii^oved  any  account,"  &c. 

The  amendment  wae  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  the  same  amendment 
in  line  twenty-five  of  the  same  section.  -' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.lJOUTVVELL.  1  move  to  amend  the  sec- 
tion by  adding  llnreLo  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  in  esliiii.itiiig  the  nllowancc  to  be  made 
to  asHisiajit  assessors  Cor  piTioils  oC  service  ol"  less  thiui  a 
day  each,  ten  iiours  shall  be  deemed  equivalent  to  a  day. 

It  will  be  ob-servcd  that  this  amendment  does 
not  contemplate  fixing  ten  hours  as  tlu;  rule  for  a 
day.  It  mei-ely  j)rovide.s  that  where  services  are 
perfoimed  for  less  than  a  day,  for  instance  for 
two  or  three  hour.s  a  day  on  difl'ercnt  days,  that 
shall  be  ihe  rule  in  making  u|)  tiic  account. 

Mr.  GUI NN ELL  demanded  tellers  on  the 
amendment. 

Telh.rs  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Holiwan,  and 
Baldwin-  of  Ma.ssachusett.-i,  were  appointed. 

The  onnmitteedividi  d;aiHl  the  tellers  n;porled 
—ayes  47,  noes  47.  The  Chairman  voted  in  the 
nfnrmativ(.'. 

So  tlie  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 


Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  twenty- 
fourth  section  by  adding,  after  the  word  "col- 
lector," the  words  "except  in  the  cases  men- 
tioned in  the  proviso  of  section  twenty-two  of 
this  act." 

Mr.  FIOLMAN.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  that  that  is  already  covered  by  the 
section.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  au- 
thorized to  make  further  allowances. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  This  may  be  construed  as 
a  limitation.     It  will  do  no  harm. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Morrill's 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  struck  mc 
in  the  first  place,  on  reading  this  section,  that  the 
compensation  of  $1,000  as  a  fixed  salary  was  un- 
necessary, and  that  the  percentage  alone  was 
sufficient  to  secure  the  prompt  and  faithful  per- 
formance of  his  duties;  but  it  may  be  desirable 
in  some  localities  that  there  should  be  a  fixed 
salary.  It  is,  therefore,  reasonable  perhaps  to 
retain  that.  I  move  to  amend  the  twenty-fourtli 
section  by  striking  out  $10,000  and  inserting 
$8,000,  so  as  to  limit  the  salarj'and  comrnissions 
of  a  collector  to$8,000.  I  also  propose  to  amend 
by  striking  out  $5,000  and  inserting  $4,000.  Tlic 
proviso  would  then  read: 

Provided  further,  That  the  salary  and  commissioiis  of 
no  collector,  exclnsive  of  stationery,  blank-books,  and 
postage,  shall  exceed  $8,000  in  the  aggregate,  nor  more 
than  $4,000  exclusive  of  the  expenses  lor  deputies  and 
clerks  to  wliicli  such  collector  is  actually  and  necessarily 
subjected  in  the  administration  of  his  office. 

Every  gentleman  who  has  paid  attention  to  the 
subject  is  a  wai'e  of  the  fact  that,  as  the  law  stands, 
the  collector  actually  receives  a  salary  of  $5,000 
a  year  for  the  mere  responsibility  of  the  oi!ice 
withoutperformingany  service  whatever.  There 
are  many  districts  where  no  service  is  rendered  by 
the  collector,  and  where  the  collector  receives 
$5,000  for  the  res|)onsibility  of  his  office  alone. 
1  have  recently  lieard  of  an  instance  where  agen- 
tleman  who  was  holding  the  office  of  mayor  of  a 
city,  with  a  handsome  salary  attached,  was  also 
drawing  the  salary  of  collector  at  the  same  time, 
without  his  devoting  one  liour  in  the  day  to  the 
duties  of  the  latter  office.  Five  thousand'  dollars 
will  pay  all  the  necessary  deputies  and  clerks  for 
the  business  of  a  collector's  office. 

1  think  that  these  salaries  are  too  high.  That 
is  the  general  expression  of  opinion. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  wish  to  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  in  one  particular  in  relation 
to  the  compensation  of  collectors.  1  do  not  know 
that  he  himself  is  under  any  mistake  of  fact  on 
tlie  subject — 1  think  some  other  gentlemen  are — 
of  the  amount  actually  received  by  the  collector. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  deputy  collector 
is  paid  out  of  the  allowance  made  to  the  collector 
in  this  bill.  It  is  not  as  in  the  case  of  assistant 
assessors,  where  special  provision  is  made  for 
their  payment  by  law;  and  just  in  proportion  as 
you  swell  the  aggregate  of  tiie  commissions  com- 
ing to  the  collector,  in  that  same  proportion  it  is 
necessary  that  you  increase  the  number  of  deputy 
collectors,  who  must  be  paid  out  of  these  com- 
missions. 

As  to  collectors  being  paid  too  much, allow  me 
to  state  a  single  case  to  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana. In  my  own  district,  where  the  office  is  filled 
by  an  unusually  accomplished  and  intelligent  busi- 
ness man,  who  has  had  great  experience  as  an 
accountant  and  some  experience  as  a  banker,  he 
has  spent  over  a  year  in  collecting  an  amount  of 
les.'?  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  acci'uing  froin  that 
district  to  the  Government.  On  his  entire  com- 
missions on  the  amount  collected,  after  paying  his 
deputies  and  the  exjienses  of  his  office,  he  found 
himself  at  the  end  of  the  year  without  a  single 
dollar  of  compensation  for  the  services  rendered 
by  him. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  This  section  provides  for 
these  extreme  and  exceptional  cases  in  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  ]iay  an  ad- 
ditional compensation.  An  extreme  case  like  that 
sliould  not  be  taken  as  a  rule  on  which  salaries 
ought  to  be  rcgidated. 

Mr.  KASSON.  The  exceptions  are  in  the  cases 
of  States  and  Territories,  which  are  exceptions 
to  us.  The  general  rule  is  as  1  say.  I  think  the 
gentleman  is  mistaken  in  the  application  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.      Will   the  gentleman  allow 
me  a  moment.?    The  language  is: 
Provided,  That  tlip.  Secretary  of  the  I'r^Mury  be  iiiithor- 


ized  to  make  such  further  allowances  from  time  to  time  as 
may  be  reasonable  in  cases  to  wliicli  such  territorial  ex- 
tent of  the  district,  or  from  the  amount  of  internal  duties 
collected,  or  from  other  circumstances,  it  may  seem  just 
to  make  such  allowances. 

That  certainly  covers  the  case  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman. 

Mr,  KASSON.  It  does  not  reach  the  cases  to 
which  I  refer.  In  a  district  in  one  of  the  large  cit- 
ies, whei-e  $3,000,000  or  $5,000,000  is  collected  in 
a  single  year,  the  entire  aniount  to  be  expended 
in  the  collection  of  that  sum  is  limited  to  $10,000. 
Now,  sir,  every  gentleman  understands  that  the 
number  of  deputies  must  be  increased  and  that 
the  responsibility  is  increased  as  the  amount  to 
be  collected  is  increased,  and  it  will  be  found  that 
the  entire  $10,000  will  have  been  expended  in  the 
costs  of  collection,  leaving  the  collector  no  com- 
pensation whatever. 

It  does  not,  as  I  said,  affect  at  all  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, but  applies  to  the  cities  in  which  a  very 
large  amount  of  revenue  is  collected.  I  do  not 
advocate  the  amcndnient  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
creasing the  compensation  of  any  collector  at  all, 
but  merely  to  make  it  practicable  in  every  instance 
to  collect  all  that  is  due  the  Government, 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  move  "o  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  last  word  of  the  section. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
confine  himself  to  his  amendment  if  he  proposes 
"to  debate  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  desire  to  say  that  I  have  just 
received  ihis  morning  a  communication  from  the 
collector  of  the  fourth  district  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order; 
and  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chairman 
to  the  point  of  order,  on  which  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  proposed  to  insist  on  all  occasions.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  moves  to  strike  out 
the  last  word  of  the  section,  which  is  the  word 
"  office,"  leaving  the  clause  to  read,  "  nor  more 
than  $5,000  exclusive  of  the  expenses  for  depu- 
ties and  clerks  to  which  such  collector  is  actu- 
ally and  necessarily  subjected  in  the  administra- 
tion of  his."     [Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order.  T)ic  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  not  pertinent  to  the 
amendment  pending. 

Mr.  WINDOM^  I  propose  to  amend  the 
amendment,  in  line  twenty-eight,  by  making  the 
amount  $.3,000  instead  of  $4,000. 

Mr.  SMITH.     I  have  notyielded  the  floor. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  ruled  out  of 
order  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  and  awarded  the  floor  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Minnesota.  The  Chair,  however, 
decides  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Minnesota  is  not  pertinent  to  the 
amendment  pending.,  and  the  Chair,  therefore, 
assigns  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  word  "  ten"  and  inserting  in  |ilace  of  it 
the  word  "fifteen."  1  received  this  morning  a 
communication  from  the  collector  of  the  fourth 
district  of  Kentucky,  which  corroborates  the 
statements  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa, 
[Mr.  Kasson.]  In  the  fourth  district  of  Ken- 
tucky there  are  thirty-one  counties,  two  hundred 
and  seventy  miles  long  and  from  one  hundred  and 
thirty  to  oiie  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  width. 
That  district  has  |iaid  to  the  Government  in  the 
last  year  a  revenue  of  $1,500,000.  And  yet  the 
collector  of  this  district  says  that  he  received  his 
appointment  the  1st  of  September  last;  that  by  the 
1st  of  January  he  had  collected  a  sufficient  aniount 
of  money  to  pay  him  his  entire  salary.  Well, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  law  allows  $10,000  with  which 
to  pay  the  sub-collectors  of  these  counties  their 
salaries  and  all  the  expenses  attendant  upon  his 
office  in  that  district.  If  you  undertake  to  reduce 
the  salary  of  this  man  instead  of  affording  him  a 
proper  compensation,  the  necessary  result  will  be 
that  you  will  reduci;  absolutely  the  amount  which 
would  otherwise  flow  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
country  from  an  increase  of  the  salary,  it  will  be 
recollected  that  out  of  this  amount  has  to  be  paid 
the  salaries  not  only  of  the  collector  but  also  of  the 
sub-collectors,  as  now  stipulated  bylaw.  Every 
gentleman  cannot  fail  to  see  that  there  cannot  be 
that  inleresl  exhibited  on  th(>  part  of  those  men 
who  are  intrusted  with  that/  duly,  only  a  small 
|)ittance  being  allowed  them  as  salary,  that  there 
would  behadtheyaconipetentsalary,  oras  would 
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follow  from  nffording  them  a  percentage  on  the 
entire  amount  collected.  If  that  percentage  were 
allowed  upon  the  entire  p, 500, 000  collected  in 
the  fourlh  district  of  Kentucky — and  the  same 
may  be  said,  I  presume,  of  many  other  districts 
in  the  loyal  States — I  have  no  doubt  atall  that  it 
would  result  in  a  large  increase  of  revenue  and  a 
corresponding  benefit  to  the  cause  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  collector  gets  one  third  of  one  per  cent., 
and  one  third  of  one  per  cent,  must  go  for  salary 
of  sub-collectors  and  to  defray  expenses  in  his 
district.  If  you  gave  a  certain  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  collected  by  these  collectors  they  would 
collect  vastly  more  than  they  now  collect.  They 
would  go  into  every  neighborhood  and  every 
house  and  every  place,  and  they  would  collect 
every  dollar  from  every  man.  They  would  see 
to  it  that  no  man  escaped  from  the  payment  of 
these  taxes.  The  same  may  be  said  about  the 
assessors.  Therefore  I  cannot  see,  if  it  is  true 
that  the  natural  instincts  of  a  man  are  to  collect  ac- 
cording to  what  he  is  paid,  why  it  should  be  pro- 
posed to  reduce  the  salaries  of  these  men  who 
collect  one,  two,  and  three  millions  of  dollars 
apiece.  It  is  our  duty  to  pay  these  men  a  reason- 
able compensation. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SMITH,  by  unanimousconsent,  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  five," 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "  four."  In  addi- 
tion to  the  amendment  I  have  moved,  the  com- 
mittee should  makefile  same  provision  here  that 
was  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Norton]  to  the  section  in  reference  to  assessors. 
This  officer  receives  a  salary  without  thi;  rendi- 
tion, I  undertake  to  say,  of  any  service  in  one 
half  of  the  congressional  districts  of  the  settled 
portion  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  move  to  make  itp.OOO  in- 
stead of  §4,000.  [  think  that  §3,000  is  sufficient 
compensation.  When  I  get  the  opportunity  I 
will  malce  an  additional  amendment  to  equalize 
the  rural  with  the  other  districts. 

Mr.  M0RR.1LL.  I  rise  pro  forma  to  oppose 
both  arncnuiments. 

Mr.  Windom's  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  tellers  on  his  amende 
ment. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Holman  and 
Grinnell  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  6D,  noes  39. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  now  move  to  strike  out 
"  four"  and  insert  "  three"  in  lieu  thereof.  I  do 
that  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  those  in  the  rural 
districts.  In  the  city  they  have  notas  much  labor 
as  they  have  in  the  rural  districts,  and  I  think 
that  we  should  ec^ualize  the  salaries. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  gentleman  seems  to  burn 
at  one  end  of  the  candle  and  to  cut  off  at  the  other. 
I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  strike 
out  "  two"  and  insert  "  fifteen  hundred."  I  have 
offered  this  amendment  for  the  jiurpose  of  stating 
that  the  compensation  of  collectors  in  the  large 
districts  ia  much  too  little.  In  my  district  wo 
have  a  very  comiielent  collector,  but  his  per- 
centage under  the  present  law  last  year  was  not 
sufficient  to  pay  his  expenses.  The  district  em- 
braces thirty-seven  counties,  with  a  revenue  of 
less  than  fii'ty  thousand  dollars,  and  under  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  the  compensation  of  the 
collector  will  not  exceed  some  seventeen  hundred 
dollars  ))er  year,  all  or  nearly  all  of  which  must 
be  expended  in  the  employment  of  deputies. 
These  men  are  entitled  to  a  fair  and  reasonable 
compensation.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Minnesota  will  prevail,  and  will 
therefore  withdraw  my  amendment.  I  think  it  is 
due  to  our  collectors  in  the  large  districts  of  the 
western  States. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jecti.'d;   and  then  the  amendment  was  njected. 

The  Clerk  read,  ap.  follows: 

Skc.  24.  ./Inil  he  Ufarllier  enacted,  Tliat  tlier(!  shall  ha. 
nllnwecl  to  oi/lli'ctHjs,  in  lull  coinpensation  fnr  Ihoir  ser- 
vices niKJ  tlim  oi'iiioii-  ilc|)iiti('y,  a  salary  of  (51,000  psr  an- 
num, to  bii  |i.ii(l  (|!i;uti'ily,  .iml  in  ailtlUiiin  tlioreio  a  com- 
mission of  two  and  line  lialf  ofonc  par  cent,  upon  tlio  lirst 
ijl 00,000,  and  a  connnission  of  one  and  oiin  lialf  of  one  pur 
cent,  upon  nil  MiniH  nliovo  ,'4iIOO,000  iind  not  exceeding 


$400,000,  and  a  commission  of  one  lialf  of  oiieper  cent,  on 
all  sums  above  ,$400,000,  sueli  cotnini.«sionsto  becoinputfid 
npon  the  amounts  by  t^ein  rospoctively  coUnctod  and  paid 
over  and  accounted  for  nndcrtlie  itlstiuctions  of  the  Treas- 
ury Dcpaitineiit ;  &c. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  two  and  a 
half"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "three,"  so 
that  it  will  read,  "three  per  cent."  &c.  I  pro- 
pose afterwards  to  strike  out  "one  and  one  half" 
and  insert  "  two."  The  effect  will  be  to  increase 
the  rale  where  small  sums  are  collected,  and  to 
decrease  the  rate  on  larger  ones.  As  it  is  now, 
the  collector  who  collects  ^100,000  gets  §4,000. 
By  this  section  he  would  get  ;g3,500.  By  my 
amendment  he  would  have  the  same  pay  he  gets 
now.  Every  one  understands  that  it  is  nearly  as 
much  trouble  to  colled  small  gu||ns  as  to  collect 
large  ones.  It  is  as  much  trouble  for  a  deputy 
collector  to  collect  ten  dollars  in  a  country  dis- 
trict for  a  tavern  license  as  it  would  be  to  collect 
$1,000  from  a  manufacturer.  And  so  of  other 
small  sums  in  sparsely  settled  districts,  and  both 
changes  would  have  the  effect  not  to  increase  the 
pay  of  the  collectorsgenerally,  but  to  retain  them 
about  as  they  are  now  under  the  present  system. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  trust  that  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  will  not  be  adopted. 
It  would  have  the  effect  of  giving  a  man  ;J4,000 
for  collecting  nearly  one  hundred"  thou-sand  dol- 
lars. It  should  be  remembered  that  these  collect- 
ors who  collect  one,  two,  and  three  million  dol- 
■  lars,  have  to  be  very  responsible  men,  and  have 
to  give  bonds  correspondingly.  I  trust  the  amend- 
ment will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  "three  and  one  half"  in  the 
place  of  "  three,"  so  as  to  make  the  rate  three  and 
one  half  of  one  per  cent. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  to  a  statement  I 
hold  in  my  hand  of  a  collector  of  one  of  the  dis- 
tricts in  Iowa,  which  shows  that  the  whole  amount 
he  received  in  one  year  for  his  compensation  was 
only  ^287  18.  That  is  from  a  gentleman  vjho 
could  command  |jl,000  salary  anywhere  for  ser- 
vice. He  was  about  to  resign,  as  I  understood, 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  asked 
me  whom  I  would  recommend  to  take  his  place 
in  case  of  resignation.  I  answered  him  I  did  not 
know  a  man  of  responsibility  whom  I  v/ould  rec- 
ommend to  take  the  ofHce  for  such  pay  in  the 
district. 

Now,  by  increasing  the  percentage  you  will 
hold  out  som.c  encouragement  to  those  who  are 
deputy  collectors,  who  are  not  half  paid  In  the 
district  of  which  this  gentleman  is  collector,  ten 
deputy  collectors  ought  to  receive  §500  each.  This 
would  not  be  an  unreasonable  sum;  but  under  this 
bill  they  would  not  get  more  than  two  or  three 
hundred  dollars,  antl  many  of  ihcm  have  to  ride 
from  thirty  to  fifty  miles,  and  employ  much  of 
their  time.  I  say,  as  a  matter  of  economy,  we 
cannot  afford  to  make  this  sum  so  small  that  we 
cannot  get  men  of  honor,  capacity,  and  integrity 
for  the  chief  and  his  deputies. 

1  hope  thisamendment  will  prevail  in  justice  to 
the  nev/er  portions  of  the  country,  where  the  col- 
lectors have  received  virtually  nothing,  as  ii^  the 
case  to  which  I  have  referred,  notwithstanding  the 
large  responsibility  incurred. 

I  hope  the  sum  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent, 
will  be  inserted,  as  a  matter  of  economy  as  well 
as  justice,  since  it  will  stimulate  the  deputy  col- 
lectors to  collect  everything  they  can,  and  afford 
n  fairer  compensation  to  gentlemen  who  have 
hitherto  been  ftxithful  and  shown  competency  in 
the  discharge  of  their  delicate  duties. 

Mr.  WIJNDOM.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  if 
gentlemen  do  not  desire  to  collect  the  taxes  in  cer- 
tain districts,  they  will  do  well  to  make  no  change 
in  this  provision  of  the  bill.  Representing  as  I 
do  a  sparsely  settled  district,  1  apeak  what  I  know 
to  be  the  fact,  when  I  say  that  you  cannot  retain 
your  collectors  at  the  present  compensation. 

In  several  counties  in  my  State  they  have  been 
retained  solely  upon  the  assurance  that  an  addi- 
tional allowance  would  bo  made  to  them. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  "  three  '  and  in- 
serting "  four."  I  offer  the  amendment  because 
I  am  iully  satisfied  that  in  a  large  number  of  the 
difjfricta  in  the  western  States  the  compensation 


of  the  collectors  under  the  present  law  is  totally 
inadequate.  I  know  that  such  is  the  case  in  my 
own  district.  I  have  already  stated  that  under 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  the  collector  IH  a  dis- 
trict of  thirty-seven  counties  in  my  State  receives 
u  compensation  which  will  not  exceed  §1,700,  and 
every  dollar  of  that  §1,700  will  be  needed  by  him 
to  pay  his  deputies,  and  he  will  be  left  at  the  end 
of  the  year  without  a  dollar  of  compensation  for 
his  services,  and  v/ithout  a  dollar  for  paying  his 
personal  expenses.  I  therefore  offer  this  amend- 
ment because  1  am  satisfied  we  are  failing  to  make 
a  proper  and  suitable  provision  for  the  collectors 
i«  the  large  districts  of  the  western  States. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL. ,  Generally,  I  have  no- 
doubt,  the  compensation  proposed  in  this  bill  is 
sufficient  for  the  collectors,  and  as  much  as  they 
ought  to  have,  but  after  consultation  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  charge  of  this  bill,  I  will  move, 
.if  that  will  satisfy  gentlemen  who  are  concerned 
about  these  western  districts  especially,  an  amend- 
ment which  I  think  will  relieve  the  difficulty — 
that  is,  to  put  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

I  will  move  that  the  two  provisos  in  this  bill 
shall  be  transposed,  adding  the  word  "  however  " 
after  what  is  now  the  first  proviso,  and  striking 
out  the  word  "  further  "  after  what  is  novir  the  sec- 
ond proviso.  That  will  limitthe  salary  to  §5,000 
in  all  cases  as  a  general  rule,  giving  to  the  Secre- 
retary  of  the  Treasury  power  to  make  further  al- 
lowances.   That  will  cover  all  these  difficult  cases. 

Mr.  Hubbard's  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  I'ejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Pike's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  now  submit  my  amend- 
ment to  transpose  the  two  provisos  to  this  section, 

Mr.  MORRILL  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Eldrjdge 
and  Orth  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reportetl 
— ayes  50,  noes  45. 

So  Mr.  Boutwkll's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  move  to  amend  the  twenty- 
fourth  section  by  inserting,  after  the  word 
"clerks,"  the  words  "  and  the  necessary  office 
rent."  It  must  be  evident  to  every  member  that 
a  collector  who  is  charged  with  the  collection  of 
a  very  large  amount  of  money  cannot  perform 
his  business  without  proper  office  accommoda- 
tion. In  some  cities  and  towns  the  rents  of  such 
offices  will  amount  to  considerable  sums.  I  think 
it  unfair  to  require  the  collector  to  pay  th.e  rent 
of  his  office,  and  I  do  not  consider  that  the  pro- 
viso which  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  allow  all  thenecessary  expenses  of  collect- 
ors will  include,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  office 
rent.  There  should  be,  therefore,  .some  provis- 
ion of  law  by  which  collectors  will  be  allowed 
their  office  rent.  In  the  district  where  I  live,  al- 
th.ough  some  sixteen  hundred  thousand  dollars 
will  be  collected,  the  collector  will  not  make 
eiiouglrin  salary  and  percentage, over  and  above 
the  necessary  expenditures  of  the  office,  to  main- 
tain his  family.  I  suppose  the  same  is  the  case 
in  every  district  in  the  country,  not  to  the  same 
extent  in  some  as  in  others.  Where  the  Gov- 
ernment needs  the  services  of  an  officer  of  such 
an  important  character,  it  should  give  him  the 
office  accommodations  necessary  for  carrying  on 
his  business. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  trust  we  will  have  no  such 
uncertain  provision  inserted  in  this  bill  as  that 
reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont yield  to  me  for  a  suggestion.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Certainly. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere,  but 
I  do  hope  that  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  will 
move  that  the  committee  do  now  rise,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  closing  debate  on  this  section. 

Mr.  MORRILLn  It  is  true  that  1  was  opposed 
to  reducing  the  aggregate  amount  of  compensation 
to  collectors  for  the  reason  that  these  collectors 
have  to  pay  out  in  some  districts  very  large  sums 
not  only  for  one  room  but  for  several  rooms  for 
offices.  But  I  think  it  best  to  trust  to  the  House 
to  restore  the  original  provision  of  §5,000  rather 
than  to  insert  any  such  discretion  «s  is  proposed 
by  the  gentleman,  from  Kentucky.  1  move  that 
the  committee  do  now  rise  lor  the  purpose  of  clos- 
ing debate  on  this  section. 

The  motion  was  agreed  (o. 
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So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ingresumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illi- 
nois, rufiorted  tiiat  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the* state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consid- 
eration, as  a  special  order,  the  internal  revenue 
bill,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  that  all  debate  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
on  the  twenty-fourth  section  of  the  bill  terminate 
in  thirty  seconds  after  the  committee  shall  have 
resumed  its  consideration. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL..  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  ,of  the 
Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Wash- 
burne, of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration,  as  a  special  order,  of  the  internal 
revenue  bill,  all  debate  on  the  twenty-fourth  sec- 
tion being  closed,  by  order  of  the  House,  in  thirty 
seconds. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Chairman,  my  amendment 
is  now  in  order,  and  i  desire  to  say  a  single  word 
upon  it. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.     Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  half  minute  to  which 
the  debate  wa.s  limited  has  expired. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  propose  to  amend  by  in- 
serting at  the  end  of  the  first  proviso  as  follows: 

ProKiiled,  That  if  any  collector  shall  demand  of  or  re- 
ceive, directly  or  indirectly,  from  any  deputy  collector  or 
clerk  employed  by  liim.  as'a  condition  of  his  appointment 
or  continuance  in  his  said  office  or  employment,  any  por- 
tion of  the  compensation  agreed  to  be  paid  theretofore, or 
any  other  consideration,  said  collector  so  offendin-;  shall  be 
summarily  dismissed  from  office,  and  sliall  be  liable  to  a  fine 
of  not  less  than  fifty  dollars  upon  conviction  of  such  of- 
fense in  any  district  or  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
of  the  district  in  which  such  offense  may  be  committed. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suggest  that  there  is  no 
salary  attached  to  any  of  these  offices,  and  that 
the  gentleman's  amendment  will  therefore  have 
no  application  to  theiTi. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  desire  to  say  a  word  on 
that  subject. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    No  debate  is  in  order. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  move  to  amend  the  same  section 
by  adding  as  follows: 

ProvUed further,  'J'hat  notliine  contained  in  this  section 
shall  be  construed  to  allow  any  collector  more  than  $4,000 
per  annum  exclusive  of  stationery,  blank-boolis,  and  post- 
age. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  on  a  division  there 
were — ayes  55,  tioes  35;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  withdraw  the  amendment,  and 
renew  ilin  the  same  form,  addingat  the  end  "  and 
pay  of  deputies  and  clerks."- 

The  amendment  was  adopted — ayes  60,  noes  40. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  On  page  28,  line  eleven,  I 
move  to  insert  after  the  word  "  which  "  the  words 
"aggregate  stateraents  and  receipts;"  so  as  to 
make  the  clause  read  as  follows: 

And  the  other  two  shall  be  given  on  aggregate  state- 
ments of  the  lists  or  returns  aforesaid,  exhibitijig  the  gross 
amount  of  taxes  to  be  collected  in  his  collection  district, 
one  of  which  aggregate  statements  and  receipts  shall  be 
transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  I{evenue,and 
the  other  to  the  First  Coniptrolkr  of  the  Treasury. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROUTWELL.  I  move  to  strike  out,  in 
the  seventh  and  eighth  lines  of  the  same  seclion, 
the  words  "  for  any  proper  purpose."  The  clause 
would  then  read: 

That  each  collector,  on  receiving,  from  time  to  time 
lists  ami  returns  from  the  said  assessors,  respectively  shall 
tiuhscribe  three  receipts;  one  of  which  shall  be  given'  on  a 
full  and  correct  copy  of  such  list  or  return,  and  be  deliv- 
ered by  him  to,  and  shall  remain  with,  the  assessor  of  his 
collection  district,  and  shall  beopeu.io  the  inspection  of 
any  person  who  may  apply  to  inspect  the  same. 

I  will  remark  that  these  words  go  to  chano-e 
the  existing  law.  As  the  law  now  stands  these 
lists  are  open  to  inspection.  These  words  put  it 
in  the  discretion  of  the  assessor  to  allow  thJH  ex- 
amination or  to  decline  to  allow  it.  I  think, 
therefore,  this  amendment  is  a  proper  one. 

The  aniendtnenl  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  section 
twenty-.seven,  in  the  twenty-second  line,  by  in- 
Bcrting  after  the  word  ••summons"  the  words 


'•  and  with  four  cents  for  each  mile  actually  and 
necessarily  traveled  in  "Service;  the  same." 
The  aniendnicnt  was  adopted. 

Mr.  MORRILL-  1  move  to  insert  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  line,  after  the  word  ••cents,"  the  words 
"  and  mileage." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  clause,  as  modified  by  the  last  two  amend- 
ments adopted,  reads  as  follows: 

And  if  any  person  shall  neglect  to  pay  as  aforesaid  for 
more  than  ten  days,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  or 
his  deputy  to  issue  to  such  person  a  summons  to  be  left  at 
his  dwelling  or  usual  place  of  business,  or  be  sent  by  mail, 
demanding  the  payment  of  said  duties  or  taxes,  staling  the 
amount  thereof,  with  a  tee  of  twenty  cents  for  the  issuiiig 
and  service  of  such  summons  and  with  four  cents  for  each 
mile  actually  an((|eeessarily  traveled  in  serving  the  same. 
And  if  such  person  shall  not  pay  the  duties  or  ta.xes  and 
the  fee  of  twenty  cents  and  mileage  as  aforesaid,  within 
ton  days  after  the  service  or  the  sending  by  mail  of  such 
summons,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  or  his  deputy 
to  collect  the  said  duties  or  taxes  and  fee  of  twenty  cents, 
with  ten  per  cent,  penally  as  aforesaid  ;  but  no  such  sum- 
mons shall  be  necessary  in  respect  to  aimual  taxes  assessed 
upon  any  property  or  articles  included  in  schedule  A  of  this 
act. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  On  page  31,  line  eighty-two 
of  the  same  section,  I  move  to  add  after  the  word 
"  provided"  the  word  "  further." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  amend 
in  the  second  line  of  seclion  twenty-seven  by 
striking  oat  the  word  "  ten  "and  inserting  "  twen- 
ty;" so  as  to  make  the  clause  read  as  follows: 

That  each  of  said  collectors  shall,  within  twenty  days 
after  receiving  his  annual  collectiim  list  from  the  assessors, 
respectively,  as  aforesaid,  give  notice,  by  adveuisement 
published  in  each  county  in  his  collection  district,  in  one 
newspaper  printed  in  such  county,  if  any  such  there  be, 
and  by  notifications  to  be  posted  up  in  at  least  four  public 
places  in  each  county  in  his  collection  district,  that  the  said 
duties  have  become  due  and  payable,  and  state  tlie  time 
and  place  within  said  county  at  which  he  or  his  deputy  will 
attend  to  receive  the  same,  which  time  sliall  not  be  less 
than  ten  days  after  such  notification. 

1  will  state,  that  under  the  provisions  of  this 
section  as  it  now  stands  it  will  be  utterly  im- 
possible for  the  larger  districts  of  the  western 
States  to  comply  with  the  law.  As  I  have  al- 
ready stated  in  a  remark  made  upon  another 
amendment,  my  district  comprises  thirty-seven 
counties,  and  it  is  not  less  than  two  hundred  miles 
from  one  extremity  of  the  district  to  the  other, 
and  with  some  fifteen  or  twenty  deputies  distrib- 
uted over  that  district  it  will  be  utterly  irmiossi- 
ble  for  the  collector  to  comply  with  thai  provision 
of  this  section  which  requires  notice  to  be  given 
within  ten  days;  for  this  reason  I  have  moved  to 
extend  the  lime  to  twenty  days.  1  do  not  see 
that  the  amendment  will  affect  the  other  provis- 
ions of  the  bill,  and  it  is  necessary  to  enable  the 
collectors  of  these  laige  districts  to  carry  out  the 
law. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  merely  say,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendment,  that  while  this  extension 
of  time  might  be  convenient  in  the  gentleman's 
district,  and  jierhaps  in  one  or  two  otiiers,  it 
would  in  my  Jiulgment  have  an  injurious  effect 
in  its  application  to  the  country  generally.  I 
therefore  hope  it  will  not  be  adopted. 

The  amendiTient  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  have  another  ainendment 
to  the  section,  in  the  twenty-seventh  line,  to  make 
it  conform  to  the  amendments  which  we  have  al- 
ready adopted.  I  jjnove  to  in.sert  after  the  word 
"cents"  the  words  "and  mileage." 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  committee  informally  rose; and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  a  message  was  received 
from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney,  their  Secretary, 
requesting  the  return  of  their  message  informing 
the  House  that  the  Senate  had  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  to  the  bill  (S.  No.  126)  to 
amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  passed  May  15,  1820. 

Also,  that  the  Semite  have  passed  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  192)  making  appropriations  for  the  legisla- 
tive, executivt!,  anil  Judicial  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  ending  30th  of  June,  1865, 
with  amendments;  in  whicli  he  was  directed  to 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  passed  a  bill  (S.No. 
233)  making  an  additional  grant  of  lands  to  the 
State  of  Kansas  to  aid  in  the  cojistruction  of  rail- 
road and  telegraph  lines. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session,  and  pro- 
ceeded again  to  the  consideration  of  tho 


INTEKNAL  REVENUE  BILL. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

t^EC.  28.  ^Ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  cases 
where  the  pro()erty  liable  to  distraint  for  duties  or  taxes 
under  this  act  may  imt  be  divisible/so  as  to  enable  tlie  col- 
lecior  by  a  sali^  of  part  thereof  to  raise  the  whole  aaiount 
of  tlie  tax,  with  all  costs,  charges,  and  commissions,  the 
whole  of  such  property  shall  be  sold,  and  the  surplus  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale,  after  satisfying  the  duty  or  tax,  costs, 
and  charges,  shall  be  paid  to  the  owner  of  the  property,  or 
his,  her,  or  their  legal  representatives;  or  if  he,  she,  or 
they  cannot  be  found,  or  refuse  to  receive  the  same,  then 
such  surplus  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  there  held  for  the  use  of  the  owner,  or 
his,  her,  or  their  legal  representatives,  until  he,  she,  orthey 
shall  make  application  therefor  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who,  upon  such  application,  shall,  by  warrant 
on  the  Treasury,  cause  the  same  to  be  paid  to  the  applicant. 
And  if  the  property  advertised  for  sale  as  aforesaid  cannot 
be  sold  for  the  amount  of  the  duty  or  tax  due  tliereon,  with 
the  costs  and  charges,  the  collectorshall  purchase  the  same 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States  for  an  amount  not  exceeding 
the  said  tax  or  duly,  with  the  costs  ajid  charges  thereon. 
And  all  property  so  purchased  may  be  sold  by  said  collector 
under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Internal  Revenue.  And  the  collector  shall 
render  a  distinct  account  of  all  charges  incurred  in  the  sale 
of  such  property,  and  shall  pay  into  the  'i'reasury  the  sur- 
plus, if  any  tliere  be,  after  defraying  the  charges. 

Mr.  MOFcRILL.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "  property,"  where  it  last  occurs,  the  words 
"to  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  who 
shall  by  regulation  determine  the  fees  and  costs 
to  be  charged  in  casesof  distraint  and  other  seiz- 
ures." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  to  insert  afterthe  words 
"property  and"  the  words  "said  collectors." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  to  this  point:  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
offer  an  amendment  hereafter  fixing  the  time  the 
notice  shall  be  served. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  hope  that  that  permission 
will  be  granted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  hears  no  ob- 
jection, and  it  will  be  so  understood,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege to  go  back  and  submit  the  amendment. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  29.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  any  caae 
where  goods,  chatlels,  or  effects  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  du- 
ties imposed  by  this  act  upon  any  person  liable  to'  pay  the 
same  shall  not  be  found  by  the  collector  or  deputy  collector 
whose  duty  it  may  be  to  collect  the  same,  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  collect  the  same  by  seizure  and  sale  of  real  es- 
tate; anil  the  officer  making  such  seizure  and  sale  shall 
give  notice  to  the  person  whose  estate  is  proposed  to  be 
sold,  by  giving  liim  in  hai;d,  or  leaving  at  his  last  and  usual 
place  of  abode,  if  he  has  any  such  within  the  collection 
district  where  said  estate  is  situated,  a  notice.  In  writing, 
stating  what  particular  estate  is  proposed  to  Ik;  sold,  de- 
scribing the  same  with  reasonable  eertaintj',  and  the  time 
when  and  place  where  said  officer  proposes  to  sell  the 
same;  which  time  shall  not  be  less  than  ten  nor  more  than 
twenty  days  from  the  time  of  giving  said  notice.  And  the 
said  officer  shall  also  cause  a  notification  to  the  same  ef- 
fect to  be  published  in  some  newspaper  within  the  county 
wliere  such  seizure  is  made,  if  any  such  there  be,  and'shal 
also  cause  a  like  notice  to  be  posted  up  at  the  post  office 
nearest  to  the  pi. ice  of  residence  of  tlie  person  whose  estate 
shall  be  so  seized,  and  in  two  other  public  places  within 
the  county ;  8s,c. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  ten" 
and  insert  "  twenty"  and  to  strike  out  "  twenty" 
and  insert  "  forty."  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
time  provided  in  the  bill  is  too  short. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  There  has  been  no  difficulty 
in  its  operations  now. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Has  there  been  any  sale  un- 
der the  law? 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  think  there  has  been. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  have  heard  none.  I  do 
not  know  where  real  estate  has  been  sold  on  ten 
days' notice.     This,  sir,  is  an  unheaid-of  thing. 

The  committee  divided;  and  there  were — ayes 
54,  noes  20;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  roll  was  called;  and  tlie  following  mem- 
bers failed  to  answer  to  their  names: 

Messrs.  William  J.  All<m,  Ancona,  Andiiison,  Arnold, 
Francis  I'.  Blair,  Jacob  I!,  lilair.  Bliss,  Blow.  Boyd, 
Bramlegee,  James  S.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose 
W.  Claik,  Clay,  Cox,  Cravens,  'J'homns  T.  Davis,  Dem- 
iiig,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  Emilisli,  Farns- 
vviirlh,  Gridi'r,  Male,  llaiding,  Harrington, Chaiic'slVI.  Har- 
ris. Herriek,  lluoper,  llnlbnnl,  llutcliins,'Jenekrs,  I'hilip 
Johnson,  William  Johnson,  KalliHi'isch,  Kasson,  King,La- 
zear,  Le  Blond,  Lilllejohn,  Mallory,  M.irvin,  McAllis- 
ter, Morrison,  Leonard  Myers,  Jolin  O'Neill,  I'l'rry,  Rad- 
ford, Samuel  J.  Uamlall,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross, 
Schenek,  Scoficld,  Scott,  Smitlicrw,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stcb- 
bine,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele.  Stevens,  Sweat, 
Thomas,  Voorhees,  Wndsworth,  Ward,  Webster,  Wlialey, 
nnd  Benjamin  Wood. 
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Tlifi  commiUee  iIkmi  rose;  arui  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing resumed  the  clian-,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illi- 
nois, reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and 
particularly  House  bill  No.  405,  to  provide  in- 
ternal revenue  to  support  the  Government,  to  pay 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; and  finding  itself  vi'ithout  a  quorum,  had 
caused  the  roll  to  be  called,  and  directed  him  to 
report  the  names  of  the  absentees  to  the  House. 

A  quorum  having  answered  to  their  names,  the 
committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  amendment  vi'as  then  adopted. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follov/s: 

And  the  owners,  their  he.irs,  executors,  or  administra- 
tors, or  any  person  having  an  interest  therein,  or  any  per- 
son on  tlieir  behalf,  sliall  have  liberty  to  redeem  the  land 
gold  as  aforesaid,  within  one  year  from  and  after  recording 
the  said  deed,  upon  payment  to  the  purcliaser,  or,  in  case 
lie  cannot  be  found  in  the  county  where  the  lands  are  sit- 
uate, to  tlie  collector,  for  the  use  of  the  purchaser,  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  of  the  amount  paid  by  the  purchaser,  with  in- 
terest on  the  same  at  tlie  rate  of  twenty  per  cent,  per 
annum. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "  therein"  the  words  "  or  a  lien  tjiereon." 
That  will  not  only  allow  the  owner  to  redeem,  but 
a  man  who  has  a  lien  by  mortgage. 

The  amendincnt  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  34.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  if  any  collector 
shall  fail  either  to  collect  or  to  render  his  account,  or  to  pay 
over  in  the  manner  or  within  the  times  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  imme- 
diately after  evidence  of  such  delinquency,  to  report  the 
same  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall  issue  a 
warrant  of  distress  against  such  delinquent  collector  and 
liis  sureties,  directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  district,  therein 
expressing  the  amount  of  the  taxes  with  which  the  said 
, collector  is  chargeable,  and  the  sums,  if  any,  wiiich  liave 
been  paid. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  add  "so  far  as 
the  same  are  ascertainable  in  the  ofHce  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  43.  Jind.  he  it  further  enacted,  'J'hat  separate  accounts 
shall  be  kept  at  the  Treasury  of  all  moneys  received  from 
internal  duties  or  taxes  in  each  of  the  respective  States, 
Territories,  and  collection  districts;  and  that  separate  ac- 
tounts  shall  be  kept  of  the  amount  of  each  species  of  duly 
or  tax  that  shall  accrue,  so  as  to  exhibit,  as  far  as  may  be, 
tlvc  amount  assessed,  collected,  and  received  from  eacli 
source  of  revenue,  with  the  moneys  paid  as  compensation 
to  the  collectors  and  deputy  collectors,  assessors  and  as- 
sistant assessors,  inspectors,  and  other  officers  employed  in 
each  of  tlie  respective  States,  Territories,  and  collection 
districts,  an  abstract  in  tabular  form  of  which  accounts  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  th«  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  an- 
nually, in  the  month  of  December,  to  lay  before  Congress. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  assessed"  after  the  word  "amount"  and 
"  and  received"  after  the  word  "  collected." 

The  amendtnent  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  move  to  go  back  to  section 
thirty-five  and  to  add  the  following: 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  depositary,  collector,  or 
other  person  into  whose  hands  any  money  may  come 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  use,  loan,  or  invest  any 
of  such  money,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  any  violation  of 
this  provision  shall  be  deemed  a  misdemeanorand  punish- 
able as  such,  and  shall  be  cause  of  removal  from  tlie  ofiice 
held  by  such  person. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  understand,  sir,  that  that  is 
a  simple  provision  which  is  already  provided  for 
by  a  general  clause  in  the  act  known  as  the  sub- 
Treasury  act,  and  therefore  it  is  unnecessary. 

Mr.  GANSON.  That  does  not  apply  to  this 
case  at  all. 

No  objection  being  made  to  going  back,  the 
amendmetjt  was  offered. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  whether  he  had  not  better 
provide  in  his  amendment  for  the  graiJe  of  the 
punislinK.nt  ? 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  propose  to  declare  it  a  mis- 
demeanor and  punislmblo  by  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  that  had  bettor  be  in- 
serted in  the  gentlcm.an's  amendment. 

Mr.  GANSON.   Then  I  will  add  to  my  amend- 
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ment  the  words  "by  a  fine  not  exceeding  |100, 
or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year." 

,Mr.  MORRILL.  Will  the  gentleman  permit 
that  amendment  to  go  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  order  to  allow  them  to  consider  it, 
and  bring  it  in  as  an  independent  section  ?  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GANSON.     I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Then  let' the  gentleman 
withdraw  it  with  the  understanding  that  the  com- 
mittee shall  have  the  right  to  report  it  hereafter. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  wUhdraw  it  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  committee  shall  incorporate  it 
in  the  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Certainly. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  ask  permission  to 
go  back  to  the  thirty-fifth  section,  in  order  to 
move  to  strike  out  one  word  and  insert  another. 
I  want  to  move  to  strike  out  of  the  ninth  line  of 
the  section  the  word  "  such,"  and  insert  the  word 
"any." 

Mr.  GRINNELL.     We  have  passed  that. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  suppose  I  was  tread- 
ing on  the  toes  of  my  friend  frorn  Iowa.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  WILSON.  We  shall  never  get  through 
this  bill  if  we  go  back;  therefore  I  object. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  forty- 
fourth  section  by  striking  out  the  words  "  to  the 
purchaser  thereof,"  iti  line  five,  and  inserting  them 
after  the  word  "sale"  in  the  fourth  line;  a  mere 
transposition  of  the  words. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  section  was  again  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  44.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  iu  all  cases  of 
distraint  and  sale  of  good^  or  chattels  for  non-payment  of 
taxes,  duties,  or  licenses,  , as  provided  for,  the  bill  of  sale 
of  such  goods  or  chattels  given  by  the  officer  making  sucli 
sale  to  the  purchaser  thereof  shall  be  conclusive  evidence 
of  tlie  right  of  the  otficer  to  make  such  sale,  and  of  tlie 
correctness  of  his  proceedings  in  selling  tlie  same. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  move  to  amend,  in  the  fifth 
line,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  conclusive,"  and 
inserting  the  words  "prima/acie."  That  I  think 
is  in  accordance  with  the  rest  of  the  bill  upon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  hope  that  will  be  done. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Unless  this  shall  be  conclu- 
sive evidence  to  the  purchaser  thereof,  how  are 
you  going  to  have  any  purchasers? 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Under  this  bill,  if  oneman's 
property  should  be  sold  for  another  man's  tax, 
and  you  could  not  show  that  the  oflicer  had  not 
the  right  to  sell  and  had  made  an  honest  mistake, 
the  man  would  lose  his  property.  To  make  out 
a.  prima  facie  case,  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
produce  the  bill  of  sale,  and  then  the  purchaser 
has  the  burden  of  overthrowing  it. 

Mr.  LAW.  I  demand  tellers  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Law  and  Mr. 
Ames  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  60,  noes  46. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  forty- 
fourth  section  by  striking  out  all  after  the  words 
"shall  be"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  "conclusive  evidence  to  the  purchaser 
thereof  of  the  regularity  of  the  officer's  proceed- 
ings in  selling  the  same."  In  my  opinion  this 
certificate  should  be  conclusive  evidence  of  some- 
thing. If  it  is  not  to  be  conclusive  of  title,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  real  owner  from  asserting  his  right 
of  ownership  as  against  the  sale,  it  ought  at  least 
to  be  conclusive  as  to  the  regularity  of  the  pro- 
ceedings upon  which  the  sale  is  made.  That  is 
the  rule  which  pi-evails  in  most  of  the  States  in 
relation  to  the  selling  of  personal  property  for 
taxes.  The  certificate  ought  to  be  final  as  to  the 
regularity  of  the  proceedings.  I  do  not  think  it 
ought  to  go  beyond  that,  but  it  ought  to  be  con- 
clusive evidence  to  that  extent.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  language  used  in  the  bill  is  too  broad. 
The  real  owner  of  the  property  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted to  assert  his  claim  against  all  persons  who 
hold  it  under  the  sale;  and  yet  if  we  do  not  make 
the  certificate  conclusive  evidence  of  somethii)i>; — 


that  is,  of  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  under 
the  sale — we  will  sell  t^^o  property  under  this  bill. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Will  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana allow  me  a  moment.' 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  want  to  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  whether  it  will  not  be  more 
consistent  with  the  action  of  the  committee  to  have 
it  read  that  it  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
right  of  the  officer  to  make  such  sale,  and  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  the  correctness  of  his  proceed- 
ings in  selline;  the  same. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  That  will  accomplish  my 
purpose  better  than  my  own  language.  But  I 
suggest  that  he  use  the  word  "regularity"  in- 
stead of  the  word  "  correctness." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  time  for  recess  hav- 
ing arrived,  the  committee  will  now  rise. 

The  comnnittee  rose;  and  the  Speakerhaving  re- 
sumed the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration  as 
a  special  order  the  internal  revenue  bill,  and  had 
come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Mr.  COFPROTH  asked  and  obtained  leave  of 
absence  from  the  sittings  of  the  House. 

LEGISLATIVE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  that  by  unanimous  con- 
sent the  Senate  amendments  to  the  legislative 
appropriation  bill  be  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

The  hour  of  half  past  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,  hav- 
ing arrived,  the  House  took  a  recess  until  seven 
o'clock,  p.  m. 

evening;  session. 

The  House  resumed  its  session  at  se  ven  o  'clock, 
p.  m. 

PEIZE  CASES  IN  NEW  YORK. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  a  report  of  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  complaints  of  improper  prac- 
tices in  the  disposition  of  prize  cases  in  New  York; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCES. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  Plouse  d. 
communication  from  Professor  A.  D.Bache, trans- 
mitting the  report  of  the  National  Academy  of 
Sciences  during  the  past  year. 

Mr.  KASSON.  1  understand  that  part  of  the 
matter  embraced  in  that  report  relates  to  the  sub- 
ject of  coinage,  weights,  and  measures.  Unless 
some  gentleman  wishes  to  make  a  different  motion, 
I  will  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  a  unifor«i  system  of  coinage,  weights,  and 
measures;  and  that  five  hundred  extra  copies  of 
the  report  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  motion  for 
the  printing  of  extra  copies  was  referred  to  tlie 
Committee  on  Printing. 

RAILROAD  TO  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  1  move  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  Raritan  and  Del- 
aware Bay  railroad  bill  was  postponed  for  two 
weeks  from  yesterday;  and  on  that  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  make  one  remark.' 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  would  rather 
not. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  Jersey.  I  move  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  West  Virginia.  I  move  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  Elouse. 

The    motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  There  are 
some  .specchirs  lo  be  made  on  ihe  Raritan  and 
Delaware  Bay  rniiroad  bill.  One  gi'ntleinai),  at 
least,  is  here  who  expects  to  speak  on  it  to-night. 
There  is  no   intention  to  press   the  bill  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  Jersey.  The  under- 
standing was  tliat  this  bill  should  go  over  for  two 
weeks  from  yesterday.  The  arrangement  was 
made  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  [Mr  Deming,]  who  has  the  bill  in 
charge.  A  number  of  those  interested  in  the  bill 
are  now  absent;  and  1  therefore  tliink  it  unjust  to 
press  it  on  the  House  at  this  time. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  I  do  not  understand 
that  special  arrangements  were  made.  It  was 
understood  that  action  was  postponed  for  two 
weeks.  The  friends  of  that  measure  deem  it  de- 
sirable that  the  House  shall  act  upon  it  either 
one  way  or  the  other.  There  is  another  very 
important  bill  pending  nffeciing  New  Jersey, 
which  seems  to  be  in  a  flutter  whenever  anything 
occurs  to  affect  lier  railroad  interests — I  mean  the 
bill  for  an  air-line  road  to  New  York.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
postponing  this  bill  is  introduced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  off  debate,  although,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  question  has  been  already  fully  de- 
bated. Three  or  four  members  opposed  to  the 
bill  have  made  long  speeches,  and  but  two  or 
three  speeches  have  been  made  in  its  favor.  There 
is  no  unfairness  in  this  proposition  to  reconsider, 
and  it  is  a  very  lame  apology  upon  tlie  part  of 
the  oiiponents  of  the  bill  that  certain  of  their 
friends  are  not  here  to  oppose  the  bill.  I  do  not 
propose  that  the  bill  shall  be  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage to-night,  but  I  hope  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider will  not  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  West  Virginia.  I  only  wish 
to  say  that  1  was  not  aware  that  this  postpone- 
ment had  taken  place  until  my  return  here,  when 
I  understood  that  there  was  a  distinct  agreement 
between  the  parties  to  the  bill  that  it  should  be 
postponed  for  two  weeks.  If  that  be  the  fact,  I 
would  like  to  know  whether  this  motion  now  is 
in  entire  good  faiih  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  would  like 
to  know  who  were  the  parties  to  that  agreement.'' 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  Jersey.  1  will  say  that 
the  agreement  was  made  by  the  gentleman  having 
charge  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  West  Virginia.  I  cannot  speak 
from  any  knowledge  of  tiie  agreement,  for  I  was 
not  here;  but  I  will  say  that  if  there  was  an 
agreement  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  this  mo- 
tion is  exactly  in  good  faith. 

Mr.  BROOM  ALL.  1  understand  that  tlie  gen- 
tleman who  had  charge  of  this  bill,  and  with 
whom  alone  a  bargain  could  be  made  by  its  op- 
ponents, agreed  last  evening  that  the  bill  should 
go  over  for  two  weeks.  1  learned  that  for  the 
first  lime  this  evening,  and  in  consequence  of  my 
representations  to  that  effect,  several  gentlemen 
who  are  opposed  to  the  bill  are  absent  from  the 
House  to-inght.  I  never  dreamed  for  a  moment 
that  others  of  the  committee  would  repudiate  the 
agreement  made  by  their  chairman,  or  by  the 
gentleman  having  charge  of  the  bill;  I  do  not 
know  whether  lie  is  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee or  not.  I  think,  therefore,  that  it  is  unfair  to 
the  opponents  of  the  bill  to  undertake  to  bring 
buck  the  bill  now  ufion  n  motion  to  reconsider, 
and  undertake  lo  pass  it  ilirough  in  this  way. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Then  this 
agreement  seems  to  liave  simmered  down  to  an 
arrangement  made  by  gentlemen  on  llie  other 
side  with  the  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  BROOM  ALL.  Theonly  gentleman  with 
whom  any  agreement  could  be  made,  the  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  bill,  consented  that  this  bill 
should  goover  for  two  weeks.  1  never  supposed 
for  a  moment  that  that  was  not  good  authority 
to  deal  with.  Of  course  it  (hies  not  bind  the 
House;  of  course  it  does  not  bind  the  committee, 
nor  does  it  bind  any  member;  but  1  will  say  that 
it  is  a  litili;  uiifnir,  and,  in  my  judgnumt,  if  the 
effort  is  persisted  in,  it  will  breakup  ihisevening's 
session. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Tiien  I  un- 
dersiaiid  the  geuilcman  from  Pennsylvania  to 
say  that  he  will  fillibiisier  this  bill  out  of  a  vote 
if  he  cntinot  have  his  own  way. 

Mr.  BROOiMALL.  The  gentleman  may  un- 
derstand what  he  choosew.     rmonn  that  the  gen- 


tlemen with  whom  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
acting  on  this  side  of  the  House  shall  not  break 
faith  on  this  subject  if  I  can'prevent  it. 

Mr.  DAWES.  1  should  like  to  know,  and  my 
constituents  would  like  to  know,  what  this  busi- 
ness of  such  overwhelming  importance  is  tliat  has 
burst  upon  us  at  this  period.  Is  it  the  understand- 
ing that  everything  else  is  to  be  put  off,  that  all 
the  other  business  of  the  country  is  to  wait  until 
this  railroad  business  has  been  settled  for  New 
Jersey?  If  it  is  the  understanding  upon  tiie  part 
of  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  that  we 
are  to  put  off  the  ship  canal  bill,  that  we  are  to 
put  off  the  resolutions  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
rebel  States,  whether  we  have  any  States  to  recon- 
struct or  not,  that  we  are  to  put  off  the  tax  bill, 
and  put  off  everything  until  we  can  settle  this, 
thing  for  New  Jersey,  I  have  nothing  to  say  ;  but 
I  should  like  to  know  it.   [Laughter.] 

I  know  this  New  Jersey  railroad  business  is 
an  important  thing  to  settle.  We  have  got  two 
or  three  railroad  bills  in  Massachusetts  which 
we  want  to  settle  too,  and  I  want  to  understand 
the  matter.  I  regret  that  it  has  not  been  possible 
for  me  to  be  present  to  hear  the  debate  that  has 
taken  place  upon  this  bill,  for  I  might  then  have 
arrived  at  a  realizing  sense  of  its  paramount  im- 
portance, [laughter,]  that  would  have  demon- 
strated to  me  the  propriety  of  postponing  all  other 
matters  until  it  shall  have  been  disposed  of;  be- 
cause, if  it  is  necessary,  I  will  not  only  lend  it 
my  quasi  assent,  but  1  will  cooperate  for  that 
purpose. 

I  am  going  to  save  the  country  in  some  way  or 
other,  and  ifit  shall  be  through  Camden  and  Am- 
boy,  or  through  the  Raritan,  so  belt.  [Laughter.] 
But  I  want  to  understand  it.  I  want  to  know 
whether  the  understanding  is  thateverythingelse 
shall  wait  on  tliis  railroad  matter.' 

I  do  not  know  how  the  stock  is.  I  have  not 
heard  from  the  New  York  market.  I  do  not 
know  whether  there  is  a  necessity  for  passing 
the  bill  at  once,  or  whether  it  will  do  to  allow  it 
to  wait  for  two  or  three  weeks.  It  seems  to  me 
the  country  could  stand  it  to  go  by  the  straight 
line  to  New  York,  and  not  go  round  by  what  my 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  calls  an  elbow,  for  a 
few  weeks;  though  I  shall,  asat  present  advised, 
go  for  the  Raritan.   [Lauffliter.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  thought 
the  gentleman  was,  by  the  remarks  he  was  mak- 
ing. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  knew  that  I  made  my  friend 
understand  the  position  [  occupied.  Asat  pres- 
ent advised  1  am  for  Raritan. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  Would  it  stop  spec- 
ulation ? 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  think  it  would. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  Can  we  go  on 
with  the  tax  bill  now.'  I  think  not.  This  meas- 
ure has  come  up  in  its  regular  order,  and  there  is 
nothing  unjust  about  it. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  Jersey.  It  wa.s  regu- 
larly agreed  that  it  should  be  postponed  for  two 
weeks. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  What  is  the  question  be- 
fore the  House.' 

The  SPEAKER.  Shall  there  be  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  Then  I  object  to  further 
debate. 

Mr.  DAWES.  After  unanimous  consent  has 
been  given  can  the  discussion  be  stojiped.' 

The  SPEAKER.  When  a  member  has  unan- 
imous consent  given  to  make  a  speech  or  personal 
explanation  he  cannot  be  stopped  by  a  single  ob- 
jection. But  whet),  in  the  alisencc  ofa  quorum, 
a  desultory  debate  is  progressing  by  general  con- 
sent, any  member  can  arrest  it  by  demanding  the 
enforcement  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGfi].  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  sugg('stion. 

Objection  was  nuide 

Mr.    DAWES.      1 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE. 
this  suirjrestion.  The  < 


yield    to    the    gentleman. 


I  was  only  going  to  make 

entleman  from  Massachn- 

Si'tlH  saiii  that  he  was  going  to  save  the  country, 

and  I  propo.sf  to  give  him  this  evening  to  do  so. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Youcannotdo  thai  if  you  bring 

up  the  Raiitan  bill.      [Laughter.] 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  1  withdraw  my  objection 
and  give  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Mnssa- 
chusptls. 


Mr.  DAWES.  I  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  who  made  this  motion. 

Mr.  YEAMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  something  has 
been  said  about  an  arrangement — a  contract — on 
this  subject.  I  know  nothing  about  any  such 
thing.  What  I  did  in  this  matter  I  did  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  gentleman  who  ostensibly  has  the  bill 
under  his  charge  in  the  House.  I  understood  him 
to  say  that  he  would  be  absent  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  he  wanted  the  motion  made.  I  had  no  sooner 
made  it  than  I  doubted  its  propriety,  being  a  friend 
of  the  measure.  Other  friends  desired  that  this 
matter  should  be  reconsidered.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  its  being  reconsidered  and  acted  on  now. 
But  I  do  not  want  to  take  anybody  by  surprise. 
I  do  not  want  gentlemen  to  break  their  plighted 
faith.  I  will  make  a  proposition  that  I  thinlc  will 
meet  with  every  man's  concurrence.  This  is  a 
privileged  question,  and  can  be  taken  up  at  any 
time.  Let  it  be  agreed,  then,  that  the  gentleman 
shall  call  it  up  to-morrow  evening;  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  shall  make 
his  speech,  that  the  gentleman  shall  follow  him, 
that  the  gentleman  who  has  charge  of  the  bill  shall 
follow,  and  then  that  the  vote  shall  be  taken. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  object,  as  another  subject 
has  been  postponed  for  to-morrow  evening. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  Postpone  that. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  No,  sir;  the  subject  is  of  much 
more  importance  to  the  country. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  subject  has  been  post- 
poned until  after  the  morning  hour,  and  the  re- 
bellious States  bill  being  the  special  order  will 
take  precedence. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.     It  is  in  the  morning  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  informed  that 
the  gentleman  is  right. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  dispense  with  the 
call  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  has  not  been  ordered. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  I  demand  the  question. 

The  House  refused  to  order  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote, 
by  which  the  House  postponed  the  Raritan  and* 
Delaware  Bay  railroad  bill  for  two  weeks  from 
to-morrow, 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Steele,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan,  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  51,  noes  28;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  that  he  withdraw  iiis  motion  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.    I  withdraw  it. 

MESSAGE  FKOM  THE  SENATE. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  message  from  the  Senate,  re- 
questing the  House  to  return  to  the  Senate  a  mes- 
sage informing  the  House  that  the  Senate  had 
agreed  to  its  amendments  to  Senate  bill  No.  126, 
to  amend  an  act  to  incoi'porate  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  passed  May  16,  1820. 

No  objection  being  made,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  message  be  returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded,  as  the  next  order 
of  business,  lo  call  the  committees  for  reports. 

GUARDIAN  SOCIETY  OF  DISTKICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  reported  back  a 
bill  (tl.  R.  No.  255)  grantingcertain  privileges  to 
the  Guardian  Society  of  the  District  ol'Columbia. 

The  bill  was  read  through;  and  was  then  or- 
deied  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and 
being  engro.'^sed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the 
third  time. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  1  hope  this  bill  will 
not  be  rushed  through  without  some  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  Is  it  too  late  to  offer  a 
verbal  amendment .' 

'I'he  SPEAKER.  It  can  be  done  only  by  unan- 
imous con.srni. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine,  by  unanimous  consent, 
moved  lo  amend  by  inserting  the  word  "cast" 
afii-r  the  word  "  sireet,"  staling  that  it  was  im- 
portant as  merejy  fixing  the  territory  granted  by 
the  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  The  last  Congress  in- 
corporated some  of  tlie  most  highly  respectable 
gentlemen  of  this  city,  and  some  out  of  it  but  in 
the  District,  as  Guardian  Society  of  this  District. 
They  ask,  in  consequence  of  the  great  need  of 
gome  house  of  industry  wlierc  juvenile  offenders 
and  orphans  may  be  placed,  that  certain  unoccu- 
pied lands  about  half  a  mile  soutii  of  this  Cap- 
itol may  be  granted  to  them  for  the  purpose  of 
the  erection  of  certain  buildings  for  that  purpose. 
This  bill  grants  to  them  about  three  acres  of  land, 
out  of  a  reservation  of  some  nine  acres,  which  is 
now  lying  idle  and  vacant. 

The  bill  provides,  also,  that  these  buildings 
shall  be  erected  in  accordance  with  specifications 
and  plans  to  be  approved  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings,  so  that  there  shall  be  no 
buildings  erected  there  which  shall  be  a  disgrace 
to  the  city.  Two  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  came  before  the 
committee  and  strongly  urged  that  this  grant 
should  be  made.  Judges  Cartter  and  Olin  urged 
upon  us  the  propriety  of  allowing  this  society  to 
invest  their  money  in  the  erection  of  a  house  of 
industry  to  which  the  court  could  send  juvenile 
offenders. 

And  let  me  say  here  thai  by  the  laws  of  this 
District  the  crime  of  larceny  of  over  five  dollars 
subjects  the  offender  to  one  year's  imprisonment; 
and  the  judges  state  to  us  that  they  have  repeat- 
edly, against  iheir  better  judgment  perhaps,  been 
obliged  to  discharge  juvenile  offenders  for  the 
reason  that  there  is  no  place  where  they  could  be 
put  in  proper  confinement. 

It  is  said  by  gentlemen  who  came  before  us 
that  there  was  a  large  amount  of  money  ready  to 
be  invested  in  this  matter  by  these  philanthropic 
men  if  this  bill  could  be  passed.  Tlie  bill  pro- 
vides that  unless  $20,000  is  expended  within  three 
years  this  grant  shall  cease. 

I  trust  there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  bill, 
considering  the  great  importance  of  the  measure, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  bill  which  was  before 
the  House  a  few  days  ago  for  building  a  house 
of  industry  and  a  penitentiary  failed  to  pass, 
thereby  leaving  the  District  without  any  such 
buildings.  1  do  not  see  how  there  can  be  any 
objection.  The  parties  ask  no  money  to  be  ap- 
propriated from  the  Treasury,  but  simply  a  grant 
of  land  upon  which  they  may  expend  their  money 
for  the  purposes  indicated. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  certainly  have  no 
objection  to  ihe  object  of  this  bill,  butl  have  been 
opposed  and  am  yet  opposed  to  placing  any  of 
the  land  of  the  Government  under  the  charge  or 
control  of  private  compatiies  or  corporations,  and 
thus  placing  it  beyond  the  control  of  the  General 
Government.  We  have  already  before  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia  a  petition  from 
this  Guardian  Society  asking  an  appropriation  of 
$20,000;  and  yet  it  is  claimed  that  this  bill  should 
pass  because  no  appropriation  is  asked  from  the 
Government.  Is  it  right,  is  it  proper  to  grant 
these  reservations  to  private  corporations  which 
in  a  few  years  will  be  worth  millions.'  These 
reservations  were  made  for  the  purposes  of  the 
General  Government,  for  the  necessary  public 
buildings,  and  to  beautify  and  ornament  this  city. 

Sir,  1  have  felt  the  necessity  and  still  feel  the 
necessity  of  establishing  a  house  of  correction  for 
juvenile  offenders  in  this  District.  The  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Coluinbia  reported  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary ,  jail, 
and  house  of  correction.  That  bill  has  been  re- 
committed to  the  committee  wilii  instructions  to 
strike  out  that  part  of  it  which  provides  for  the 
erection  of  a  penitentiary  and  jail,  and  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  house  of  correc- 
tion. That  matter  has  not,  however,  beeji  finally 
determined  on,  or  at  least  has  not  been  reported 
upon  to  the  House  by  the  committee. 

Tlie  objection  tliat  I  have  to  this  bill  is  that  it 
takes  out  of  the  control  of  Congress  and  of  the 
General  Government  apartof  those  public  reser- 
vations, and  gives  it  to  the  control  of  a  private 
corporation.  Now,  I  do  not  see  that  there  is 
any  provision  in  this  bill  by  which  the  judges 
of  the  courts  of  this  District  can  legally  sentence 
any  juvenile  offender  to  this  proposed  house  of 
industry  or  house  of  correction. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  The  gentleman  will 
find  that  that  power  is  granted  by  the  net  of  in- 
corporation of  the  Guardian  Society  which  passed 
the  last  Congress. 


Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  Well,  I  am  not  my- 
self satisfied  upon  that  point.  If  the  gentleman 
has  examined  it,  and  is  satisfied,  it  is  so,  as  a 
matter  of  course.  But  I  am  unable  to  see  how 
any  court  here  or  elsewhere  can  sentence  a  juve- 
nile offender  to  imprisonment  in  a  private  corpo- 
ration not  under  the  control  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. Mr.  Speaker,  1  believe  there 'is  an 
absolute  necessity  for  the  erection  of  a  house  of 
correction  in  this  city.  Not  a  morning  passes 
but  we  see  mention  in  the  newspapers  of  this 
city  of  boys  who  have  been  convicted  of  some 
petty  offense,  and  perhaps  discharged,  because 
of  the  want  of  a  place  in  which  they  can  be  con- 
fined. It  is  proposed  now  to  appropriate  thou- 
sands here  to  a  private  corporation  in  place  of 
erecting  a  house  of  correction,  to  be  under  the 
control  and  charge  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  My  principal  objection,  however,  is  to 
giving  these  reservations  to  private  corporations. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  is  slightly  mistaken  in  the  statement  he  has 
made  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  other  bill 
to  which  he  has  referred,  and  which  was  pend- 
ing before  the  House.  That  bill  was  not  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
erection  of  a  house  of  industry,  but  it  was  left  to 
them  to  consider  that  question.  The  simple  differ- 
ence between  that  measure  and  this  is  that  that 
proposes  to  pay  a  large  sum  of  money  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  the  erection  of 
.a  house  of  industry,  and  this  provides  simply  for 
granting  an  unoccupied  piece  of  ground  for  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  building,  and  one  that  will 
be  an  honor  to  the  city  and  the  Governnnent,  for 
the  retention  and  punishment  of  these  juvenile 
offenders,  and  the  care  and  comfort  of  these  or- 
phan children. 

Sir,  if  there  are  any  individuals  in  the  city  of 
Washington  who  are  willing  to  give  of  their  means 
for  the  election  of  a  building  for  this  purpose,  in 
Heaven's  name  let  them  do  it.  They  do  not  ask 
any  money  from  the  Government.  I  am  told  by 
gentlemen  who  represent  the  Guardian  Society 
that  they  are  willing  to  erect  the  necessary  build-, 
ing  and  provide  for  the  supportof  the  institution 
as  soon  as  they  shall  have  this  unoccupied  piece 
of  ground  on  which  to  place  it,  and  I  cannot  see 
any  valid  objection  that  can  lie  against  this  prop- 
osition. 

Without  detaining  the  House  further,  I  de- 
mand the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

COINAGE  OF  CENTS. 

Mr.  KASSON,  from  the  select  committee  on  a 
uniform  system  of  coinage,  weights,  and  meas- 
ures, reported  back,  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  do  pass,  bill  of  the  Senate  No.  183,  in  amend- 
ment of  an  actentitled  'tAn  act  relating  to  foreign 
coins  and  the  coinage  of  cents  at  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States,"  approved  February  21,  1857. 

Mr.  KASSON.  This  bill,  which  passed  the 
Senate  some  time  since,  has  been  before  the  se- 
lect committee  on  a  uniform  system  of  coinage, 
weights,  and  measures,  and  is  by  them  unani- 
mously reported  to  the  House  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  it  do  pass,  it  simply  provides  for  the 
coinage  of  two-cent  pieces  and  of  one-cent  pieces 
of  a  new  material,  by  which  1  find  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  derive  advantage  to  the  extent  of 
about  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  per  year. 
The  Director  of  the  Mint  urges  it  upon  the  action 
of  the  House.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
approves  it,  and  unless  some  gentleman  desires  to 
ask  any  questions,  I  will  call  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  Will  not  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  many  minutes.  1  ann  opposed 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Some  years  ago  Con- 
gress provided  that  cents  should  be  inanufactured 
out  of  nickel,  an  article  much  bettor  calculated 
for  the  purpose,  as  we  all  know,  than  cither  cop- 
per or  brass,  as  it  does  not  become  rusty.  But 
the  Director  of  the  Mint  now  says  that  while 
the  Government  by  making  cents  made  some 
$200,000  a  year  formerly,  they  barely  save  them- 


selves by  making  them  now  of  nickel.  They  do 
not  pretend  that  they  lose  anything  in  manufac- 
turing tliem  out  of  nickel. 

Now,  the  consequence  of  our  former  legislation 
was  to  induce  several  gentlemen  to  embark  in 
working  nickel  mines,  a  very  difficult  thing,  be- 
cause it  is  an  ore  very  hard  to  se|>arate.  If  it^ 
were  not  that  one  of  these  mines  is  in  my  dis- 
trict, I  might  perhaps  tliink  it  my  duly  to  speak 
more  strenuously  in  opposition  to  this  bill.  I 
know  that  one  gentleman,  a  resident  of  Philadel- 
phia, has  expended  some  $200,000  in  opening  a 
nickel  mine  and  preparing  the  machinery,  which 
is  now  in  full  operation  and  is  able  to  supply  all 
the  nickel  wanted  in  the  country.  Just  at  the 
moinent  when  this  business  has  been  stimulated 
in  the  way  I  have  mentioned  by  the  Govenmient, 
we  are  asked  to  destroy  all  this  property,  for 
nickel  is  not  much  us'ed  except  for  the  purpose 
of  coin  and  to  mix  with  German  silver.  Shall 
we  destroy  all  this  property  because  by  coining 
with  another  metal  more  money  may  be  saved  to 
the  Government?  1  believe  it  a  bad  policy.  If 
the  present  nickel  centcosts  too  much,  reduce  its 
weight.  It  is  evidently  a  better  material  than  the 
brass  which  is  about  to  be  used. 

For  these  reasons,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  give 
my  vote  for  this  change  in  tlie  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  destruction  of  individual  interests, 
after  they  had  been  stimulated  by  Government 
itself.  I  know  that  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  has 
represented  that  this  change  is  desired  by  the  De- 
partment and  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint.  It 
does  not  meet  my  approbation,  and  therefore  it 
is  proper  I  should  raise  my  voice  against  it. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  my  duty 
to  correct  in  the  first  instance  the  statement  that 
the  proposed  new  coin  is  to  be  of  brass.  Samples 
of  it  are  in  the  House,  and,  so  far  as  I  know, 
there  is  no  characteristic  of  it  which  justifies  that 
remark.  The  main  ingredient  of  the  new  coin  is 
copper,  as  the  bill  shows  Its  alloy  is  composed 
either  of  tin  or  zinc,  or  both — a'  very  small  per- 
centage. 

As  to  this  proposition,  I  think  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  say  much  to  the  House.  I  should  be  glad 
certainly  if  the  person  to  whom  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens]  re- 
fers, shall  not  suffer  any  loss  in  consequence  of 
it;  but  I  certainly  cannot  admit,  for  my  part,  any 
such  principle  of  legislation  as  this,  that  because 
the  Government  has  been  a  customer  for  one 
single  article  in  its  operations,  the  producer  of  that 
article  has  a  perpetual  mortgage  on  the  Govern- 
ment against  any  change  in  the  employment  of 
that  article  in  the  various  operations  required  by 
the  Government  itself.  It  is  carrying  the  doctrine 
of  protection  to  a  degree  that  1  have  never  yet 
found  a  precedentfor  in  this  or  in  any  other  legis- 
lative body. 

This  is  simply  a  proposition  within  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  return,  in  part,  to  the  old 
material  used  for  the  coinage  of  cents;  and  the 
only  objection  made  to  it  against  the  argument 
that  it  will  yield  some  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars to  the  Government, against  a  loss,  or  at  least 
no  gain  on  the  present  cent  coinage,  is  simfily  that 
it  takes  one  customer  from  the  market  of  the  gen- 
tleman in  Pennsylvania  to  whom  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  alluded.  I 
do  not  think  the  Government  can  afford  to  pay, 
for  the  ad  vantage  of  a  single  individual, a  quarter 
of  a  million  a  year.  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  bill. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  withdraw  the  peviousquestion  to  allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question.' 

Mr.  KASSON.     I  do  so. 

Mr.  J.  C.ALLEN.  Is  it  proposed  by  this 
bill  to  return  to  the  system  of  copper  coinage  ? 

Mr.  KASSON.  No,  sir;  not  to  the  copper 
coin,  but  to  use  that  metal  in  composition  for  8 
bronze  coin. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Will  the  bronze  coin  be 
any  laiger  than  the  nickel  coin  now  in  use.' 

Mr.  KASSON.     It  will  not  be  so  large. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Then  1  will  support  the 
bill. 

Mr.  KASSON  renewed  the  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  its  operation 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  KASSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
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by  which  tlie  bill  was  passed;  and  aiso  moved 
that  the  motion  to  leconsider  be  hiid  upon  the 
tiible. 

Tlie  kuter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  IMMIGRATION. 

Mr.WASHBURNE.of  Illinois,  from  the  spe- 
cial committee  on  immigration,  reported  back 
House  bill  No.  41J,  to  encourage  immigration. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.     I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  Has  the  morning  hour  ex- 
pired .' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  has  expired. 

Mr.  WASHBUllNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  will  indulge  me  a  moment 
before  he  insists  on  the  regular  order  of  business. 
I  am  aware  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
insists  upon  his  question  oforder  it  mustsend  this 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  but  I  had  hoped  that  upon  a  matter 
of  so  much  importance  he  would  agree  to  con- 
sider this  bill  in  the  House.  The  bill  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  five,  two  of  which  were 
from  that  side  of  the  Hoii.se,  the  colleague  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Law]  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  the  Lexington  district  of  Missouri, 
[Mr.  RoLLi.vs.]  The  report  was  unanimous,  and 
1  hope  if  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  considers 
it  in  the  line  of  his  duty  tliat  it  may  be  considered 
in  the  House.  If  that  be  the  understanding  I  am 
willing  that  it  should  go  over  for  to-night. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  the  bill  be  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  I  have  no  objection 
to  its  being  considered  in  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  have  no 
objection  to  that. 

'riic  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
bill  will  be  considered  by  sections  in  the  House, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  COX.  This  is  an  important  bill,  and  prop- 
erly guarded  I  am  in  favor  of  it;  but  I  hojie 
the  gentleman  will  not  undertake  to  call  the  [ire- 
vious  question  upon  it  without  reasonable  discus- 
sion upon  it. 

VOLUNTEER  NAVAL  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  move  to  go  to  tiie  Speaker's 
table  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  two  bills  there. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Senate  bill  No.  76,  relating  to  appointments  in  the 
naval  service, and  courts-martial,  with  an  amend- 
ment of  the  House  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
the  amendment  is. 

Tlie  SPEAKER.  It  involves  the  question 
whether  United  States  officers  in  the  United  States 
Navy  shall  or  shall  not  be  confirmed  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  move  that  the  House  insist  on 
its  amendment,  and  ask  for  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  that  the  House  re- 
cede from  its  amendment. 

Mr.  PIKE.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  I  desire 
to  explain  the  amendment.  The  House  passed 
a  bill  the  other  day  in  relation  to  appointments  in 
the  Navy,  making  two  additional  temporary  ap- 
pointments, that  of  lieutenant  and  commander, 
both  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  The  Senate  amended  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  commander.  Further  than  that  the  House 
bill  contained  a  provision  relative  to  transfers  from 
the  volunteer  ti)  the  regular  Navy.  The  object 
was  to  assimilate  ap[)ouUments  in  the  volunteer 
Navy  to  a[)pointmenis  in  the  volunteer  Army; 
and  It  is  ill  furtherance  of  the  same  plan  that  the 
bill  now  biffore  the  House  was  introduced.  The 
Senate  provide  that  these  appointments  shall  be 
made  upon  confirmation  by  the  Senate.  That 
would  involve  very  much  delay,  and  it  is  quite 
necessary  that  these  vessels  sliouhl  be  sent  to  sea 
as  speedily  asfiossible.  1'liis  amendment,  there- 
fore, jjrovides  for  striking  out  that  provision  of 
the  Senate  bill. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Holman's  motion 
to  reci  de,  on  a  division  there  were — ayes  46, 
noes  CO;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  PIKE  called  for  tellers. 

Teller.s  were  ordered;  and  Mcsars.  Pikb  nnd 
MiDDLKTpN  were  ap|)ointed. 

'I'he  HouHt;  again  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— aycH  iiy,  noes  G5. 

Ho  the  motion  WH.i  diHu^eed  to. 


The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Pike,  that  the  House  insist  on  its  amend- 
ments, and  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House,  by  unanimous  consent,  then  took 
from  the  Speaker's  table  House  bill  No.  370,  to 
appoint  certain  officers  of  the  Navy,  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  thereto. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  move  that  tiie  House  insist  upon 
its  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
and  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference.    ■ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  REBEL  STATES. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  now  call  up  the  regular  order, 
the  bill  in  relation  to  the  reconstruction  of  the  rebel 
States. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Norton]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor.  Before  he  proceeds  with  his  remarks,  I 
desire  to  offer  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  that  it  may 
be  printed  and  come  up  at  tlie  proper  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man is  not  at  this  time  in  order, a  motion  having 
yesterday  been  entered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Ashley]  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOLRIAN.  1  desire  again  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Speaker  to  the  134th  rule,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  right  of  persons  to  admission  on  this 
floor,  which  was  read  this  morning,  and  I  see  now 
is  disregarded. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  calls  the  atten- 
tion of  the  oflicers  of  the  House  to  the  rule  re- 
ferred to. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
have  next  Wednesday  evening  set  apart  for  re- 
ports on  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     1  object. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  been  re- 
quested to  ask  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Sweat, 
of  Maine,  for  ten  days. 

Tliere  being  no  objection,leaveof  absence  was 
granted. 

Mr.  NORTON.  Mr  Speaker,  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  declared  with  a  great 
deal  of  earnestness,  if  not  with  vehemence,  in  a 
speech  which  he  made  in  this  House  the  other 
day,  that  if  this  Republic  shall  fall  to  pieces  dur- 
ing the  present  rebellion,  impartial  history  would 
record  the  fact  that  the  vengeance  of  God  had 
brought  this  calamity  upon  us  by  reason  of  the 
nameless  crimes  of  the  party  now  in  powej-.  Sir, 
I  do  not  believe  that  this  glorious  Republic  of  ours 
is  destined  to  destruction.  1  believe,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  we  shall  conquer  our  enemies  by  the 
force  of  arms,  and  bring  them  in  to  subjection  at  our 
feet.  I  believe  that  we  shall  come  out  of  this  severe 
trial,  the  severest  through  which  any  nation  has 
been  called  to  pass,  brighter  and  purer  than  ever 
before,  and  that  for  a  thousand  years  we  shall 
standas  the  model  republic  of  the  world,  increasing 
in  influence,  wealth,  and  power,  the  glory  of  the 
nations.  If,  however,  we  are  destined  to  fail  in 
this  great  struggle  to  maintain  our  independence 
and  our  nationality,  if  we  are  to  present  to  the 
nations  of  the  world  this  sad  spectacle,  then,  sir, 
I  think  that  impartial  history  will  be  compelled 
to  write  that  defeat  has  fallen  upon  our  banners 
and  destruction  upon  our  country  because  that 
while  our  armies  were  contending  in  the  field 
against  a  powerful  foe,  imjielled  by  a  zeal,  a  cour- 
age, and  an  endurance  worthy  of  a  better  cause, 
we  liave  had  at  the  same  time  a  great  and  power- 
ful party  in  our  midst  contending  with  all  its 
energy  against  every  measure  brought  forward 
for  the  purfiose  of  bringing  this  war  to  a  speedy 
and  triumphant  close. 

If  we  propose  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigor 
and  to  put  down  the  rebellion  l)y  force  of  arms, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Feknando 
Wood]  m(.'ets  us  with  peace  propositions  and 
tells  us  that  the  war  is  a  "  hellish  crusade  of 
famine  and  blood,"  "commenced  in  error,  carried 
on  without  glory,  and  to  be  terminated  by  the 
disintegration  ol  th(!  Union."  And  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  [Mr.  Vookiiees]  takes  up  the 
.strain  and  tells  us  that 

"  At  no  ilisuuitd.iy,  when  llic  horror  of  this  w.nr  cnn  no 
loii;;..!-  lie  hiirnc,  th(:  various  piopiisitions  whlcii  liiive  lioeu 

ii|.'iil<' :ni(i  ri'jeeled  in  liriiall  iil('iili<.'hl('iii'(l  ncuntiiui mil 

n  consijiuttonal  re^toiatioinvlll  lir  (■ailiind  up  and  liinled 
M  ihofic  111  pnwer  h»  iiii  neciiKatioii  more  a|ipiilllii8,  au  lii- 


rtietinent  more  damning,  than  was  ever  leveled  against  a 
imiidercr  upon  liis  trial." 

Do  we  seek  to  replenish  the  thinned  ranks  of 
our  gallant  armies  by  voluntary  enlistments,  the 
same  gentleman  from  New  York  taunts  us  with 
the  charge  that  we  cannot  get  men  by  volunteer- 
ing and  that  the  bounties  we  offer  are  bribes. 
If  we  propose  to  accomplish  the  same  object  by 
the  draft,  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chamber,  almost  in  a  solid  mass,  vote  against 
the  proposition,  and  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  ever  ready  to  inveigh  against  the  Govern- 
ment, complains  that  we  are  trying  to  force  men 
into  the  Army  against  their  will, and  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Chanler]  declares  it  unconstiiutionol.  Do 
we  propose  to  confiscate  the  properly  of  the 
rebels  and  thus  ciipjile  the  enemy  in  their  mate- 
rial resources,  the  same  great  Democratic  party 
bring  all  their  power  and  influence  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  such  a  wholesome  measure;  nnd  the 
genilenian  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wadsworth,] 
in  justification  of  their  course,  tells  us  that  "  the 
exercise  of  such  a  power,"  even  aga'mst  rebels 
in  arms,  seeking  tlie  life  of  the  Republic,  "  is  inhu- 
man, immoral,  and  infamous  !" 

Do  we  propose  to  set  free  the  slavesof  the  reb- 
els by  proclamation  or  otherwise  for  the  purpose 
of  cutting  off"  this  greatest  of  all  the  resources  by 
which  their  armies  are  maintained  in  the  field, 
we  are  met  with  the  stale  charge  from  the  other 
side  of  the  Chamber  that  we  are  doing  violence 
to  States  rights,  trampling  upon  the  Constitution, 
and  making  this  a  negro  war.  Do  we  propose  to 
put  the  negroes  into  the  Army  and«llow  them  to 
iielp  fight  our  battles  and  vindicate  the  integrity 
of  the  Republic,  they  tell  us  that  negroes  will 
not  fight,  and  that  they  will  disgrace  and  demor- 
alize the  Army.  In  one  breath  they  denounce 
the  President  as  an  imbecile,  and  in  the  next  as 
a  usurper  and  a  tyrant  seeking  to  establish  a  des- 
potism upon  the  ruins  of  his  country.  Thus  are 
we  met  at  every  point  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter.  And  yet  the  gentlemen  will 
tell  us  that  we  are  responsible  for  the  continuance 
of  the  war  and  for  the  ruin  and  desolation  that  it 
carries  in  its  train.  Let  the  people  and  the  Army 
judge  between  us. 

But,  sir,  let  us  go  back  for  the  past  year  out- 
side of  this  Hall,  and  see  what  has  been  the  course 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  other  quarters.  And, 
sir,  when  I  speak  of  the  Democratic  party  I  speak 
of  it  as  an  organization — a  recognized  force  in  the 
country.  I  know  there  are  excellent  men  among 
them;  I  know  there  are  many  Democrats,  who 
have  not  even  yet  been  able  to  tear  themselves 
away  from  the  shackles  of  party,  who  are  for  the 
war,  and  have  given  it  agenerousand  noble  sup- 
port in  this  House  and  elsewhere.  But  I  am 
speaking  of  the  great  mass  of  the  party  as  it  has 
stood  and  acted  under  its  recognized  leaders  for 
the  last  two  years. 

Mr.  Speaker,  a  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  Mr.  Vallandighnm,  a  year  ago  was  passing 
through  this  country  from  one  end  of  it  almost  to 
the  other,  denouncing  the  war — declaringa<;ainst 
the  maintenance  of  the  integrity  of  the  Republic; 
declaring  in  favor  of  the  dismemberment  of  the 
Union,  and  allowing  the  southern  States  to  go 
oft'  and  form  an  independent  nation — thus  sowing 
broadcast  the  seeds  of  discord,  disunion  ,  and  trea- 
son all  over  the  country.  He  was  arrested  by 
authority  of  the  Government;  he  was  tried,  found 
guilty,  and  as  a  dangerous  man  and  traitor  he 
was  banished  beyond  the  lines. 

It  appears  that  even  the  rebels  did  not  like  him, 
and  he  [lassed  by  the  way  of  Nassau  to  iln'  Brit- 
ish dominions  in  Canada.  Under  the  leadership 
of  two  distinguished  gc'iitlemen  of  this  House 
[Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Pendleton]  from  Ohio,  Val- 
landigham,  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
party  of  Ohio  theircandidate  for  Governor.  They  ■ 
made  him  their  standard-bearer,  they  placed  their 
flag  in  his  hands,  and  riillied  their  forces  to  his 
sujipori.  The  Democracy  of  the  great  Empire 
State  of  New  York  indorsed  him.  'I'he  K(!ystone 
Stale  followed  New  York;  nnd  New  Jersey ,  ev(M" 
true  to  her  instincls  in  favor  of  slavery  and  a  bald 
conservatism,  added  Ikm-  name  to  the  list ;  and  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Connecticut  all  followed 
suit, and  proclaimed  Vallandigham  the  great  chief 
and  leach  r  of  the  Demcicralic  party  and  a  martyr 
to  fire  speech. 

AV<'I1,  sir,  the  Democratic  ))arty  rallied  to  Iiia 
supiiort,  and  declared  that  they  would  make  him 
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their  Governor,  and  that  they  would,  if  neces- 
sary, bring  liim  bacic  to  Ohio  upon  the  i)road  and 
stalwart  shoulders  of  a  hundred  thousand  yeo- 
manry. The  loyal  men  ofOhio  accepted  the  issue. 
The  campaign  opened.  The  contest  was  sharp 
and  vigorous  and  fierce.  The  loyal  people  came, 
and  the  soldiers  came,  and  they  came  as  the  hurri- 
cane comes,  with  irresistible  power,  and  the  forces 
of  the  Deinoeratic  party  were  scattered  to  the  four 
winds  of  heaven  as  chaff  flies  before  the  gale. 

Sir,  the  people  of  Ohio  in  that  election,  by  a 
hundred  thousand  majority,  ratified  and  con- 
firmed the  verdict  of  the  General  Government, 
and  lc:ft  their  recreant  son  solitary  and  alone  to 
"  wait  and  watch  over  the  border"  for  the  "good 
time  coming,"  when  a  hundred  thousand  sturdy 
yeomen  should  bear  him  back  in  triumph  to  the 
State  he  had  dishonored.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Pendleton,]  in  his  eloquent  descrip- 
tion of  Lord  Chatham's  last  appearance  in  the 
House  of  Lords  to  enter  his  protest  against  the 
dismemberment  of  the  British  empire,  when  he 
cried  outin  the  ears  of  the  ministers  of  the  Crown, 
"  I  told  you  long  ago  that  all  this  would  come  to 
pass,"  warned  us  on  this  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber that  some  future  Earl  of  Chatham  might  en- 
ter this  Hall  and  utter  the  same  sad  cry  in  our 
ears,  "1  told  you  all  this  before."  And  as  he 
said  it,  he  seemed  to  cast  an  earnest  look  toward 
the  far-off  shores  of  Canada  where  hH  great 
leader  is  watching  and  waiting.  The  Earl  of 
Chatham  and  Clement  C.  Vailandigham  T  What 
a  parallel!  The  Earl  of  Chatham  rising  from 
his  dying-bed,  carried  into  the  House  of  Lords, 
wrapped  in  flannels,  entering  with  his  last  breath 
his  earnest  protest  against  the  dismemberment  of 
the  British  empire;  Clement  C.  Vallandigham,  in 
the  full  vigor  of  mind  and  body,  a  banished  trai- 
tor, devoting  all  his  energies  to  the  disruption  of 
the  Republic.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  at 
least  added  one  more  illustration  to  the  old  adage, 
that  there  is  but  one  step  from  the  sublime  to  the 
ridiculous. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  another  illustration  of  the 
course  of  the  Democratic  party  in  regard  to  this 
war,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
and  of  the  country  to  a  meeting  of  that  party  in 
my  own  State — a  State  wliich  has  responded  as 
nobly,  as  readily,  as  generously  as  any  other 
State  in  this  country  in  men  and  money  for  the 
support  of  this  war.  Forty  thousand  men,  as 
stated  by  their  own  papers,  met  at  Springfield  in 
the  month  of  Junelast.  What  was  the  condition 
of  the  country  at  the  time  of  that  meeting?  Grant, 
with  his  noble  army,  had  fought  iiis  way  up 
from  Grand  Gulf  to  Vicksburg  by  a  series  of  vic- 
tories, Ijloody  and  fiercely  contested  upon  every 
battle-field,  and  more  brilliant  than  history  has 
ever  recorded  elsewhere.  They  had  set  down 
before  the  city  of  Vicksburg,  the  great  strong- 
liold  of  the  Mississippi  river,  with  their  tattered 
and  bloody  banners,  determined  never  to  move 
until  that  stronghold  had  surrendered — until  the 
last  rebel  cannon  had  been  removed  from  the 
banks  of  the  father  of  waters. 

There  they  were  when  that  convention  met. 
Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  brave 
sonsoflllinois  were  there.  Alas!  how  many  had 
bitten  the  dust  in  those  fearful  battles,  had  gone 
to  their  long  homes,  and  were  sleeping  that  sleep 
which  knows  no  waking,  tiie  little  mounds  above 
their  graves  marking  their  last  resting-place  all 
along  the  passage  from  Grand  Gulf  to  Vicksburg! 
There  were  weeping  and  sorrow  in  nearly  every 
dwelling  in  the  State.  The  widow  and  the  orphan 
sent  up  tlteir  cry  to  Heaven  for  those  who  had 
gone  out  to  return  no  more,  and  fathers  and  moth- 
ers were  "  mourning  for  their  children  and  would 
not  be  comforted  because  they  were  not."  Such 
was  the  state  of  things  when  this  convention  of 
forty  thousand  men  of  Illinois,  under  the  name 
of  Democracy,  met  in  the  city  of  Springfield. 

And  what  was  the  greeting  that  that  great  con- 
course of  people  sent  forth  to  the  people  of  our 
State?  What  words  of  encouragement  did  they 
send  forth  to  ourgallant  soldiers  in  the  field,  wiio 
had  fought  so  bravely,  and  were  enduring  so 
much  for  the  country  they  loved  so  well.  Here, 
sir,  is  one  of  ihe'u  palriolic  xUterances: 

"  Rcsnlocd,  'I'liat  we  are  opposed  to  the  further  offiinsive 
projicculioii  of  the  w.ir,  as  tending  to  subvert  the  Cousti- 
tulion  and  tlK^tJovoriiuiciit,  and  entailing  upon  this  nation 
all  ihi;  disastrous  consequences  olinisrule  and  anarciiy." 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  ashamed  to  record  the  fact 


that  such  a  sentiment  could  be  sanctioned  at  such 
a  lime  by  any  respectable  body  of  men  in  any 
portion  of  my  State,  but  truth  demands  that  the 
fact  be  stated.  Tell  me  what  influence  such  a 
resolution  as  that  would  naturally  have  upon  the 
men  in  the  field.  Tell  me  what  influence  it  was 
calculated  to  have  upon  the  country  itself  at  that 
time.  And  suppose  the  Government  had  acted 
upon  that  resolution,  what  then  would  have  been 
the  consequence?  Why,  sir,  the  triumphant 
army  of  Grant  would  have  been  compelled  to 
retire  from  its  position  and  to  withdraw  within 
the  borde'rs  of  the  free  States  in  disgrace,  humili- 
ation,and  dishonor.  Such, sir,  was  the  extraor- 
dinary position  of  forty  thousand  Democrats 
assembled  at  Springfield  on  the  17th  of  June, 
1863,  in  the  midst  of  a  rebellion  more  terrible  in 
its  consequences  and  more  gigantic  in  its  pro- 
portions than  any  that  ever  cursed  any  country 
in  the  history  of  the  world.  And  yet  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  tells  us,  and 
his  associates  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber 
join  in  the  charge,  that  if  destruction  is  to  come 
to  the  country  it  will  be  owing  to  the  nameless 
crimes  that  the  party  in  power  has  committed. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  call  atten- 
tion to  certain  proceedings  recently  had  in  this 
House.  A  resolution  which  has  been  oflfered  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  for  the  expulsion  of  a  mem- 
ber from  Ohio  for  treasonable  language  used  in  de- 
bale,  in  the  discussion  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Harris]  in  attempting  a  defense 
of  the  member  accused  made  use  of  the  follow- 
ing extraordinary  language: 

"The  Soutli  asks  you  to  leave  thorn  in  peace;  but,  no, 
you  say  you  will  bring  them  into  subjection.  That  is  not 
done  yet,  and  God  Almighty  grant  that  it  never  may  be. 
I  liope  you  will  never  subjugate  the  Soutli." 

Here  is  a  bold,  defiant,  unqualified  declaration 
of  adherence  to  the  enemies,  and  of  opposition  to 
the  country.  He  unequivocally,  in  language  ad- 
mitting of  but  one  construction,  declares  that  our 
enemies  ought  to  succeed,  prays  Almighty  God 
that  they  may  succeed. 

Sir,  before  making  those  remarks,  he  had  taken 
a  solemn  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  to  discharge  his  duties  faith- 
fully as  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  he  had 
never  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy.  1  ask, 
then,  what  position  the  gentleman  occupied  in 
announcing  such  sentiments  as  he  did  upon  this 
occasion  ?  Did  he  not  declare  himself  in  favor  of 
the  enemies  whom  we  are  now  pursuing  with 
arms?  Did  he  not  declare  that  he  hoped  our  own 
country  would  have  to  succumb  to  the  rebels 
now  inarmed  organization  against  us  ?  If  he  did 
not  mean  that,  his  language  has  no  meaning  what- 
ever. Then,  sir,  he  is  guilty  of  moral  treason,  as 
much  so  as  though  he  liad  cominitted  the  overt  act 
and  rendered  himself  liable  to  indictment  and  pun- 
ishment. 

It  may  be  said  that  this  is  only  the  language  of 
one  member,  and  that  no  one  else  is  responsible 
for  it.  Grant  it.  Yet  thegentlemen  on  theother 
side  of  the  Chamber  have  made  themselves  re- 
sponsible for  his  sentiments  in  the  most  signifi- 
cant manner.  And  how?  My  colleague  [Mr. 
Washburne]  offered  a  resolution  expelling  the 
member  from  Maryland  for  his  treasonable  senti- 
ments; and  what  was  the  result? 

Sir,  the  Democratic  party — every  man  of  them 
— voted  against  the  expulsion  of  the  member  from 
Maryland  for  the  words  I  have  cited,  and  the  reso- 
lution was  defeated  for  the  want  of  a  two-thirds 
vote.  Another  resolution  censuring  the  gentle- 
man was  then  offered,  and  only  one  single  Demo- 
cratic member  of  the  House  was  to  be  found  who 
would  cast  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  I 
undertake  to  say,  therefore,  that  they  are  upon 
record  committed  to  the  language  used  by  the 
member  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  examine  a  little  rpore 
in  detail  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Long,]  upon  which  a  motion  first  of  expul- 
sion and  then  of  censure  was  pending  a  few  days 
ago.  I  do  it  on  account  of  the  character  of  the 
speech  itself,  and  because,  l)y  the  votes  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  in  this  House  recorded  in  his  case,  1 
think  they  are  committed  to  the  doctrines  which 
he  then  enunciated. 

Now,  sir,  under  what  circumstances  was  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  delivered?  It 
was  not  made  under  any  ebullition  of  passion. 
It  was  made  under  no  momentary  state  of  ex- 


citement or  feeling.  It  was  carefully  prepared, 
deliberately  considered,  written  out  at  length, 
criticised,  pruned,  laid  by  for  weeks,  and  then 
brought  in  here  and  read  tp  the  House  as  the  fixed 
and  settled  judgment  of  the  gentleman  on  the  sub- 
jects of  which  it  treated.  It  was  delivered,  not 
on  the  streets,  not  at  the  hustings,  but  here,  in  the 
presence  of  the  people's  Representatives,  under 
the  very  dome  of  the  Capitol;  at  the  feet  of  the 
goddess  of  liberty  ;  under  the  shadow  of  our  own 
American  flag;  and  under  all  the  responsibilities 
of  his  oath  of  office.  It  was  not  made  in  time  of 
peace,  when  words  are  light,  but  it  was  made  in 
the  midst  of  a  terrible  war,  in  the  midstof  a  des- 
perate struggle  for  the  very  life  of  the  nation.  For 
nearly  three  years  our  armies  have  been  strug- 
gling for  the  mastery.  They  have  had  successes 
and  reverses;  they  have  rescued  large  portions  of 
the  territory  seized  by  the  rebels;  and  our  brave 
soldiers  have  covered  themselves  and  their  coun- 
try with  immortal  glory  by  their  deeds  of  valor. 
And  yet  the  enemy  holds  his  strength  and  his 
courage,  and  the  war  is  raging  as  fiercely  as  ever. 

Sir,  the  speech  was  made  in  a  capital  surrounded 
with  camps  and  fortifications,  and  defended  by  a 
hundred  thousand  bayonets.  The  notes  of  prep- 
aration are  sounding  in  our  ears  for  another  on- 
•  ward  march  to  Richmond,  under  the  great  com- 
mander of  the  war,  which,  we  trust,  will  be  the 
last  campaign  in  Virginia,  and  result  ia  freeing 
that  State  and  its  capital  from  the  hands  of  the 
spoilers.  Sir,  the  speech  itself  is  to  be  considered 
in  the  light  of  all  these  circumstances.  I  shall 
be  compelled  to  quote  several  passages  from  it, 
and  I  shall  endeavor  to  convict  the  gentleman  out 
of  his  own  mouth  of  disloyalty  to  his  Govern- 
ment. In  the  first  place  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  right  of  secession. 
Let  me  read  what  he  says: 

"  Here  let  me  say,  on  the  experience  of  my  individual 
belief,  that  if  it  had  hten  understood  in  the  North  as  in  the 
Soutli  that  by  the  terms  of  the  Federal  compact  a  State  had 
a  right  to  secede  from  the  Union,  this  disruption  would 
never  have  occurred."  • 

Here  he  declares  not  only  the  rightof  secession, 
but  that  the  holding  of  a  contrary  doctrine  on  the 
part  of  the  northern  people  has  been  the  ground- 
work of  all  our  troubles.  He  declares  himself  for 
the  right  of  secession  with  cause  or  without  cause, 
for  reasons  or  without  reasons,  on  notice  or  with- 
out notice.  He  declares  that  one  State  has  a 
right  to  go  out  of  the  Union,  or  two  Slates,  or  five 
States,  or  any  number  of  States,  and  to  set  up 
separate  governn;ents,  or  one  united  government. 
That  is  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
the  unconditional,  absolute,  unqualified  rightof 
secession. 

In  the  next  place  the  gentleman  declares  that 
the  war  on  our  part  is  wrongand  unconstitutional. 
Here  are  his  words  on  that  point: 

'■Can  the  Union  be  restored  by  war.'  I  answer  mostun- 
hesitatingly  and  deliberately,  No,  never;  'war  is  final, 
eternal  separation.'  My  first  and  highest  ground  of  oppo- 
sition to  its  further  prosecution  is  thiU  it  is  wrong;  it  is  in 
violation  of  the  CoMstilution  and  of  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples on  wliich  the  Federal  Union  was  founded." 

Then,  sir,  if  the  war  on  our  part  is  wrong  and 
unconslitulional  ii  is  right  and  constitutional  on 
the  part  of  the  rebels.  If  it  is  wrong  and  uncon- 
stitutional for  us  to  carry  on  the  war  against  them, 
it  is  right  and  constitutional  for  them  to  carry  on 
the  war  against  us.  That  is  the  only  logical  re- 
sult of  the  gentleman's  doctrine.  On  which  side, 
then,  docs  the  gentleman'plant  himself?  On  the 
side  of  his  country  or  against  it?  On  the  side  of 
the  rebels  or  against  them? 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  then  goes  on  and 
declares  that  the  rebel  States  have  established 
themselves  as  indeiiendent  Stales,  that  they  have 
maintained  this  war  as  independent  Slates  for 
three  years,  and  that  we  oughl  to  recognize  them. 
He  says; 

"  Now,  sir,  for  once,  at  least,  I  agree  with  the  dlstiii- 
guislicd  gentleman  I'roni  Pennsylvania,  that  the  conlederate 
iStates  areOut  of  the  Union,  occupying  thv.  position  of  au 
indciicnilent  Power  dc  facto,  Uavti  been  ackiiowle<;(>d  as  a 
belligerent  both  by  loreign  nations  and  our  own  Govern- 
ment, niaintaineci  their  deolaralion  of  independence  for 
three  years  by  fore<M)l  arms,  and  that  the  war  lias  cut  asun- 
der all  the  ligami'nts  and  abrogated  all  the  obligations  that 
bound  Ibeni  "under  the  Conslitulicni.  So  far  1  agree  witll 
blm,  and  however  unwilling  we  may  bo  to  accept  such 
posilion  as  the  actual  condilion  of  tlii^  ecnilcderate  States, 
lliu  history  of  the  past  Witw.  years,  the  law  of  naiions,  the 
genius  of  our  Government,  and  a  regard  lor  truth  compel 
me,  at  least,  lo  accept  it  and  my  jtidgnnint  to  approve  it, 
and  if  the  eliarg<^  of  disloyally  is  brought  against  me  for  this 
opinion  I  have  only  to  shield  inyself  under  tile  broad  man- 
tle of  the  distinguislicil  leader  ul'the  lU'publicau  party." 
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I  (Jo  not  ill  these  quotations  follow  tiie  exact 
Older  in  wliicli  the  gentlemafi  delivered  them,  but 
am  rnertly  fiuttiiig  them  in  their  logical  relations, 
so  that  when  we  get  through  we  can  see  what 
the  actual  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [iVlr. 
Stevens]  lias  so  fully  vindicated  himself  from 
the  inifiutation  contained  in  the  last  quotation  as 
to  need  no  word.s  from  me.  The  gentleman  then 
takes  the  giound  that  we  ought  to  let  the  rebel 
Stuto.s  go,  that  we  ought  to  separate.     He  says: 

••Much  bettor  vvoulii  it  have  bi'cii  for  us  in  the  begiii- 
iiiiis,  iiiiicli  bitter  would  it  be  lor  us  now,  to  consent  to  .i 
division  ot'onr  niagniticent  empire  and  cultivate  amicable 
ri'laiionti  wiiii  our  estranged  briahren  tlian  to  seeli  to  hold 
tliem  to  us  by  the  power  of  tlie  sword." 

And  this,  sir,  is  the  natural  conclusion  of  the 
propositions  which  1  have  already  shown  were 
laid  down  by  the  genilenian  from  Ohio.  The 
rebels  must  be  allowed  to  go.  How  many  States 
shall  go.'  Where  shall  he  run  the  dividing  line.' 
Who  shall  determine  it.'  On  which  side  of  the 
line  shall  Maryland  and  West  Virginia  and  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  and  Missouri  be  ranged.' 
And  who  shall  determine  it,  and  how  .'  It  can  be 
done  in  only  one  way;  by  the  armies  of  the  dif- 
ferent eides  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  quotations  which  I  have  just 
read,  if  the  declaration  in  favor  of  the  right  of  seces- 
sion and  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  tlie  war,  if  the 
declaration  that  the  rebel  States  have  established 
their  independence,  and  that  we  ought  to  allow 
them  to  separate  from  us,  do  not  show  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  to  be  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question,  to  be  in  favor  of  the  rebels  and  against 
his  own  Government,  1  undertake  to  say  that  lan- 
guage has  no  meaning.  His  heart  is  manifestly 
with  the  men  in  arms  against  us. 

But  the  gentleman  goes  slill  further.  He  lakes 
the  ground  that  all  our  past  precedents  and  his- 
tory compel  us,  if  we  would  be  consistent  with 
ourselves,  to  take  sides  with  the  rebels.  He  says 
that  onrGovernmenl  has  always  taken  sides  with 
struggling  infant  republics  endeavoring  to  ob- 
tain their  independence,  and  that  we  should  fol- 
low those  examples  now.  And  he  goes  on  to 
tell  us  that  Clay  and  Webster,  in  the  struggle 
between  the  Greeks  and  tlie  Turks,  and  in  the 
struggles  of  the  South  American  republics,  took 
sides  with  these  people  struggling  for  their  inde- 
]iendcnce,  and  that  if  we  would  be  true  to  those 
examples  we  must  follow  the  same  course  in  re- 
gard to  the  rebels  in  arms  against  this  Republic. 
Says  he: 

"But,  Mr.  (;;hairman,  how  do  we  stand  in  the  eyes  of 
tlie  civilized  world  to-day  in  wagiii»  a  war  of  subjugation 
and  coiHjuest  against  the  confederate  States  wliicli  have 
sucrdcd  froui  us  and  set  up  a  goverjiment  of  their  own.' 
Are  we  not  inconsistent  Willi  all  our  I'ormer  actsi'  Have 
we  not  been  early  to  admit  this  proper  with  regard  toothers? 
Tlieie  never  was  n  people  on  the  face  of  earth  that  de- 
manded an  independent  government  that  did  not  have  the 
bympathy  of  the  Auiericau  people,  and  oughi  we  now  to 
siiriiik  friiin  the  doctrine  we  have  been  so  willing  to  apply 
to  others .' 

'•  My  earliest  recollection  is  the  appeal  made  by  Clay 
and  \Veb<ter  in  behalf  of  Greece,  in  1824,  when  they  so 
elofiuejiily  declaimed  in  that  liehalf,  on  this  floor  and  in 
the  oilier  br.-inrli  ofijongress.  Whether  it  was  Greece  or 
the  States  of  Soiilli  America,  or  Poland,  or  Hungary,  or 
Italy,  or  Irelanil,  I  lie  lael  that  a  large  country,  fur  any  cause, 
demanded  a  distinct  and  .-cparute  government,  always  re- 
ceived the  wannest  sy  mpalliy  and  support  of  the  American 
people,  irrespective  of  parly." 

Now,  sir,  I  repeat  the  question,  on  which  side 
of  this  great  struggle  is  the  gentleman  from  Ohio? 
He  tells  us  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  take  sides 
with  the  reijcis  in  arms  against  us,  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  abandon  our  own  Government  and  take 
sides  with  our  enemies.  Clearly,  then,  the  gen- 
tleman and  those  who  back  him  up  in  these 
strange  and  monstrous  doctrines  are  on  the  other 
side  and  are  doing  all  they  can  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  the  rebels. 

It  seem.s  to  me  that  if  tliere  is  anything  plain 
in  the  world  it  is  that  the  man  who  on  this  floor 
takes  the  ground  that  the  rebels  have  a  right  to 
secede,  that  the  war  is  wrong  and  unconstitu- 
tional, that  the  rebel  States  are  inde[)endent  and 
llint  wr;  ought  to  acknowledge  tlieirindependencc, 
is  on  the  other  side  of  this  great  struggle,  and  is 
at  heart  in  favor  of  those  who  arc  making  this 
great  effort  to  pull  down  the  Republic  over  our 
heads.      If  not,  then  languagi^  has  no  meaning. 

But,  sir,  the  gen  I  h' man  iit»m  Ohio  takes  one  step 
further,  and  I  would  not  have  supposed  that  any 
gentleman  in  this  House,  whatever  his  st.-ntimenls 
may  be  upon   this  great  struggle,  would   have 


nerved  himself  to  the  course  which  he  has  pur- 
sued. Hear  whathe  says  in  regard  to  our  Army 
and  our  victories.  1  had  supposed  that  every 
American  citizen  who  had  one  drop  of  patriotic 
blood  in  his  veins  rejoiced  and  gloried  in  the 
deeds  of  our  Army,  here  on  the  Potomac,  in  the 
West,  and  everywhere,  where  they  have  fought 
so  manfully  and  so  well;  true,  indeed,  with 
changing  fortunes,  but  generally  successfully. 
The  sentiments  may  suit  the  men  who  hold  that 
the  war  "is  wrong  and  unconstitutional;  a  cru- 
sade offamine  and  blootl;"  but  theywill  meet 
with  utter  detestation  smong  loyal  people: 

"  While  time  shall  last  the  recollections  of  this  bloody 
strife  will  never  fade  from  the  memories  of  the  people, 
North  and  South,  but  will  be  handed  down  to  the  latest 
generation.  Tlie  words  Shiloh,  Aiilielani,  Gettysburg, 
Muifreesboro',  Richmond,  Vicksburg,  and  Fort  Donelson, 
are  words  of  division  and  disunion,  and  will  serve  to  bring 
emotions  of  eternal  hate." 

That  is  the  greeting  which  the  gentleman  sends 
out  to  the  noble  boys  who  are  struggling  for  the 
liberties  of  this  country.  That  is  the  greeting 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  standing  in  this 
great  temple  of  liberty,  sends  out  to  the  mothers 
and  fathers  of  the  sons  who  have  fallen  in  this 
fearful  struggle;  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
the  husbands  and  fathers  who  lie  buried  upon 
these  battle-fields. 

All  these  odious  sentiments  were  uttered  delib- 
erately, and  uttered  in  this  House  while  the  gen- 
tleman was  acting  under  the  solemn  sanctions  of 
his  oath  of  office.  And  yet  the  Democratic  party 
in  this  Hall,  on  a  resolution  of  censure,  came  to 
his  rescue  and  sustained  him  in  his  treasonable 
utterances  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask  what  more  could  the 
gentleman  have  said  if  his  remarks  had  been  ut- 
tered in  the  halls  of  the  confederate  congress.' 
Could  he  have  said  more  than  to  have  told  them 
as  he  told  us  that  they  were  right  and  we  were 
wrong;  that  all  the  precedents  of  our  history  were 
in  their  favor  and  against  us?  What  more  could 
he  have  said  if  his  speech  had  been  made  to  the 
armies  of  the  rebels  now  making  their  prepara- 
tions to  meet  us  in  what,  I  trust,  will  be  the  last 
great  struggle  for  the  supremacy  of  this  Govern- 
ment? 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  in  olden  times  that  "judg- 
ment must  begin  at  the  house  of  God;"  and  if 
we  expect  this  people  of  ours  to  sustain  the  Gov- 
ernment, if  we  expect  our  armies  to  fight  our  bat- 
tles, I  tell  you,  sir,  I  tell  this  House,  and  I  tell 
the  country,  that  this  Hall  must  be  purged  of 
men  who  utter  such  disloyal  and  atrocious  senti- 
ments. 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  the  Saviourof  mankind  ut- 
tered the  declaration  in  the  ears  of  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple, "  He  that  is  not  for  Me  is  against  Me,  and  he 
thatgathereth  not  with  Me  scattereth  abroad, "He 
uttered  a  great  truth  as  applicable  now  as  it  was 
then,  as  true  in  the  history  of  Governmentsand 
nations  as  in  the  history  of  churches  and  reli- 
gions. It  is  ever  true  in  great  crises.  In  times 
like  these  there  can  be  no  neutrality.  Men  must 
take  sides.  They  will  take  sides.  The  last  el- 
oquent words  which  I  recollect  hearing  fall  from 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  were  that  memorable  dec- 
laration which  has  been  so  often  repeated  in  these 
debates — words  worthy  to  be  written  in  letters 
of  gold  upon  the  very  heavens — "  In  this  strug- 
gle there  can  be  but  two  parties,  patriots  and  trai- 
tors." 1  was  ever  opposed  to  that  distinguished 
man  upon  political  questions;  but  it  is  due  to  his 
memory  to  say  that  there  never  was  in  this  coun- 
try a  man  more  intensely  American  or  more  in- 
tensely Union  than  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  He 
did  immense  service  to  the  country  when  the  war 
first  broke  out.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  power 
of  his  great  voice  urging  on  his  followers  as  no 
other  man  could  urge  them  on,  the  war  might 
have  been  transferred  from  the  cotton-fields  of  the 
South  to  the  corn-fields  of  Illinois.  But,  sir,  he 
uttered  no  uncertain  counsel.  He  did  not  say 
thatallofour  precedents  demanded  of  us  to  take 
sides  with  the  rebels  as  Clay  and  Websl(>r  took 
sides  with  Greece  and  the  South  American  re- 
publics. No,  sir,  he  took  the  ground  that  this 
war  had  been  commenced  by  the  South  for  the 
pur|iose  of  destroying  our  Government,  and  that 
a  palricitic  man  had  liut  one  thing  to  do,  and  that 
was  to  fight  it  out,  to  settle  the  question  by  force 
of  arms. 

Douglas  living  could  rally  his  legions  us  few 
men  could  Ijcfore,  and  as  no  man  can  now.  Alas! 


his  voice  had  scarcely  ceased  to  ring  over  the 
prairies  before  those  who  had  followed  his  for- 
tunes began  to  look  toward  the  South, and  longed 
for  the  leeks  and  onions  of  Egypt.  And  where 
are  they  found  to-day  ?  They  are  found  standing 
side  by  side  with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Harris,]  who  prays  to  God  that  we  never 
may  conquer  the  South;  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,]  who  says  this  war  is  uncon- 
stitutional;and  by  thegentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Fernando  Wood,]  who  says  that  it  is  "  a 
hellish  crusade  of  blood  and  famine." 

1  have  one  remark  further  to  make  in  regard  to 
the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Long.]  I  speak  it  with  no  personal  ill-will.  I 
feel,  sir,  in  my  heart,  that  the  speech  was  dis- 
loyal and  treasonable,  meriting  the  severest  re- 
buke and  censure;  and  I  hope  in  God  that  the  like 
of  it  will  never  again  be  heard  in  the  Halls  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Speaker,  a  few  more  observations  and  I 
will  yield  the  floor.  There  are  three — 1  might 
say  four — gi-eat  measures  demanding  the  atten- 
tion of  the  statesmen  of  the  country  at  the  pres- 
ent time:  first,  the  putting  down  of  the  rebellion; 
secondly,  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves;  thirdly, 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Union;  and,  as  an  end 
to  all  these,!  have  said  I  might  add,  fourthly,  the 
estab^hment  of  the  finances  upon  a  solid  basis. 

How  is  the  rebellion  to  be  put  down?  Not  by 
peaceable  negotiations,  not  by  armistice,  not  by 
commissions,  but  by  steady,  [lersevering,  hard 
fighting.  How  is  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves 
to  be  accomplished?  It  may  be  accomplished 
by  the  President's  proclamation.  But  the  great 
measure,  one  which  should  not  only  command 
the  support  of  every  member  of  this  House  but 
that  of  every  loyal  jnan  in  the  land,  is  the  jiro- 
posed  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  by  which 
slavery  is  to  be  prohibited  forever  in  all  the  States 
and  Territories  of  the  Union. 

As  to  reconstruction,  1  had  intended  to  have  dis- 
cussed the  question  atlength,  but  I  find  that  I  have 
not  time.  While  I  want  to  see  every  rebel  State 
brought  back  into  the  Union,  brought  back  into 
fellowshi]5  with  us  under  the  Constitution,  yet  I 
would  make  it  a  condition  precedent  to  their  re- 
admission  to  all  these  rights  and  privileges,  that 
they  come  knocking  at  our  doors  with  a  free  con- 
stitution in  their  hands,  whereby  the  shackles  are 
knocked  from  oflF  the  limbs  of  every  slave  within 
their  limits.  Till  they  are  prepared  for  that,  I 
would  place  them  under  the  control  of  Congress 
and  the  President.  Slavery  has  been  the  mother 
of  this  rebellion,  and  I  say  let  mother  and  child 
perish  together,  and  let  them  both  be  buried  in  the 
same  bloody  and  ignominious  grave  that  slave- 
holders have  dug  for  liberty  and  the  Constitution. 
Thus  alone  will  permanent  peace  be  secured  to 
the  country.  In  my  judgment  God  is  about  to 
visit  the  sins  of  the  slaveholder  upon  his  own 
pate.  He  hfis  dug  a  pit  into  which  he  hoped  to 
plunge  til  is  great  Government  ofours.  I  am  greatly 
mistaken  if  he  does  not  fall  therein  himself.  A 
quaint  old  paraphrase  of  a  well-known  passage 
of  Scripture  so  nicely  fits  the  slaveholder's  con- 
dition, that  1  am  tempted  to  quote  it,  and  with  that 
I  will  close  my  remarks: 

"  He  digged  a  pit,  he  digged  it  deep, 

He  digged  it  for  his  brother; 

But  in  that  pit  his  feet  did  slip 

He  did  intend  for  t'other." 

Mr.  COX.  Do  I  understand  my  colleague  to 
say  that  he  does  not  propose  to  press  this  ques- 
tion to  a  vole  this  evening? 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     Not  to-night. 

Mr.  COX.     When?  ^ 

Mr.  ASHLEY.     In  a  few  days.  '■ 

Mr.  COX.  It  will  be  utterly  impossible  to  do 
so  for  some  time. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  wish  to  say  again  I  shall 
object  to  any  speeches  that  are  not  addressed  to 
the  bill  under  considi-ralion. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  In  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  ex- 
pect to  call  the  jireviousquestion  upon  the  bill  on 
Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  COX.  I  cannot  say  whether  debate  will 
be  exhausted  by  that  time.  He  will  see  by  con- 
sulting the  list  that  there  are  a  great  many  gen- 
tlemen who  desire  to  speak  tqion  this  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  It  may  be  lliat 
debate  may  not  be  exhausted,  and  yet  it  may  be 
proper  to  bring  tlie  debate  to  a  close.  . 
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Mr.  COX.  This  is  the  largestquestion  of  tliis 
age,  and  we  ought  to  have  tlie  largest  liberty  of 
debate. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Sit  a  little  later, 
then. 

Mr".  ODELL.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
simply  want  to  know  of  the  Chair  whether  gen- 
tlemen upon  that  side  or  upon  this  side  have  any 
authority  under  the  rules  of  the  House  to  say 
when  and  how  the  debate  shall  be  ended  upon 
any  question } 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  recog- 
nize that  as  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  COX.  1  did  not  make  any  arrangement 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  ODELL.     I  have  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Broomall]  is  entitled  to  thefloor. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  1  object  to  any  further  yield- 
ing unless  the  time  is  deducted  from  the  time  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  to  yield  that  I  may  put  a  question  to 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.     Verv  well. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  trust  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  will  not  insist  upon 
closing  the  debate  on  Wednesday  next,  but  that 
he  v^ill  allow  this  debate  to  go  on.  However, 
1  will  take  his  suggestion  for  what  it  is  worth. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  The  bill  has  been 
before  the  House  for  nearly  a  month,  and  that, 
certainly,  is  a  reasonable  length  of  time. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  The  bill  before  us  pro: 
vides  for  the  government  of  the  States  in  rebel- 
lion, as  fast  as  they  shall  be  reduced  to  subjection, 
by  provisional  governors,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  under 
a  system  set  forth  in  the  bill.  It  provides  for  the 
return  of  those  States  to  their  former  participa- 
tion in  the  Federal  Government  as  soon  as  the 
loyal  citizens  shall  organize  State  governments, 
ref)ublican  in  form,  and  having  regard  to  the  in- 
alienable right  of  all  men  to  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness;  and  it  provides  that  the  debt 
of  tlie  rebel  organization  shall  not  be  assumed  by 
those  States  nor  paid  by  levying  taxes  on  the  peo- 
ple. I  shall  speak  of  the  general  principles  of  the 
pro|50sed  enactment  as  I  have  given  them,  as- 
suming that  proper  details  are  provided  for  car- 
rying out  those  general  principles. 

The  first  great  question  that  presents  itself  is 
whether  or  not  we  possess  the  power  to  enact  the 
proposed  law.  It  will  be  conceded  that  Congress 
has  no  powers  except  such  as  are  derived  from 
the  Constitution;  and  that  that  instrument  con- 
fers no  express  power  to  pass  such  enactment.  If 
the  power  exists,  it  must  be  embraced  within  those 
implied  as  necessary  to  carry  out  the  express 
ones,  and  to  maintain  the  sovereignty  of  the  na- 
tion. 

It  is  impossible  in  a  written  instrument  to  pro- 
vide for  all  contingencies  that  may  arise  except 
in  very  general  terms,  and  there  are  some  powers 
so  incident  to  the  beihg  of  a  nation  that  no  cori- 
stitulional  provision  is  necessary  to  secure  them, 
and  none  can  enlarge  or  abridge  them.  From 
these  causes  arise  implied  powers.  We  have  the 
power  to  make  war,  and  this  by  virtue  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Not  that  that  instrument  expressly  au- 
thorizes it,  but  its  adoption  made  us  a  nation  and 
the  power  to  make  war  is  inseparably  incident  to 
a  nation.  Congress  is  expressly  authorized  to 
declare  war,  but  war  may  exist  and  it  usually 
does,  for  a  time,  without  a  declaration.  The  right 
to  make  war  arises  from  the  rightof  self-defense, 
a  right  which  vested  in  the  Government  the  mo- 
ment it  sprang  into  being,  and  which  would  exist 
even  if  prohibited  by  the  Constitution. 

We  are  called  upon  to  legislate  for  a  condition 
of  tilings  new  in  the  history  of  the  Republic,  little 
dreamed  of  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution. 
We  are  in  the  midst  of  civil  war.  The  life  of  the 
nation  is  threatened,  and  it  behooves  us  to  do  all 
we  can  to  preserve  it.  But  to  usurp  powers  we 
have  not  is  only  a  mode  of  overturning  the  Gov- 
ernment under  the  pretense  of  preserving  it.  Let 
us,  therefore,  examine  our  ground,  carefully  as- 
certain our  powers,  and  fearlessly  and  conscien- 
tious! y  exercise  them .  A  nd  first  let  us  inquire  what 
are  the  precise  characteristics  of  that  with  which 
we  have  to  deal. 

There  is  a  difference  between  insurrection  and 
civil  war.     It  is  not  merely  that  the  former  is  less 


extensive  or  less  formidable  than  the  latter,^  for 
this  may  not  be  the  case.  A  civil  war  begins  as 
an  insurrection.  It  remains  an  insurrection  as 
long  as  it  is  treated  under  the  civil  law.  When 
the  Govcrnnnent  finds  it  necessary  to  grant  the 
insurgents  belligerent  rights;  when  it  ceases  to 
hang  prisoners  and  begins  to  exchange  them; 
when  it  ceases  to  insist  on  allegiance  and  only 
employs  the  means  to  conquer,  then  the  insur- 
rection has  developed  itself  into  civil  war. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  confusion  of  ideas  on 
this  subject.  There  is  no  mistaking  one  of  these 
things  for  the  other,  though  the  exact  point  of 
time  in  which  the  transition  is  made  may  not  be 
well  defined.  The  test  consists  in  the  treatment 
of  the  matter  by  the  Government  revolted  against. 
As  long  as  that  treatment  is  by  indictment  and 
sentence  the  outbreak  is  insurrection.  When  the 
civil  power  gives  place  to  the  usages  of  war  it 
becomes  civil  war. 

The  injured  Government  grants  the  insurgents 
belligerent  rights  from  a  variety  of  causes:  from 
deference  to  the  interests  of  other  nations  and 
their  citizens;  from  fear  of  retaliation  if  civil  pen- 
alties be  inflicted  on  those  caught  in  the  crime; 
from  a  sense  of  humanity  on  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  would  otherwise  be  amenable 
to  civil  law;  and  from  a  sense  of  justice,  because 
within  the  scope  of  the  outbreak  the  Government 
cannot  protect  individuals  and  therefore,  for  the 
time,  should  not  claim  allegiance  from  them. 

Talk  as  we  will  of  the  horrors  of  war,  the  civil 
law  is  far  the  less  merciful.  Under  both  sys- 
tems the  insurgents  may  be  shot  down  in  being 
taken;  but  if  taken  alive  the  usages  of  war  inflict 
no  punishment;  while  the  civil  law  hangs  as  a 
traitor  every  man  caught  in  arms,  every  man  who 
furnishes  food  to  the  enemy  or  pays  taxes  for  his 
support,  and  every  man  who,  knowing  the  plans 
of  the  enemy,  fails  to  disclose  them  and  thwart 
them  to  the  full  extent  of  his  ability. 

Whateverdiificulty  there  might  have  been  three 
years  ago,  there  is  none  now  in  determining  that 
the  contest  going  on  in  the  country  is  civil  war. 
We  exchange  prisoners.  We  recognize  the  let- 
tors  of  marque  and  reprisal  issued  by  the  rebels. 
We  blockade  their  ports.  We  seize  and  con- 
fiscate their  property.  It  is  not  that  we  have 
yielded  up  our  sovereignty,  but  we  have  been 
forced  into  a  different  mode  of  asserting  it,  by 
arms  instead  of  by  police  regulations. 

The  only  peculiar  characteristic  of  civil  war  is 
that  the  parties  before  its  commencement  acknowl- 
edged allegiance  to  a  common  Government.  Once 
commenced,  it  is  in  all  respects  like  any  other 
war;  conducted  in  the  same  manner,  subject  to 
the  same  rules,  and  waged  for  the  same  purpose 
— that  of  victory.  This  truth  fully  understood 
would  simplify  many  troublesome  problems  aris- 
ing out  of  the  existing  state  of  things.  We  must 
learn  that,  having  developed  itself  into  civil  war, 
the  contest  has  become  war  to  the  fullest  extent 
of  the  word,  and  while  it  lasts  it  is  of  no  import- 
ance whatever  that  the  combatants  were  formerly 
acknowledged  fellow-citizens. 

The  bill  under  consideration  looks  to  the  end- 
ing of  the  war  by  our  conquering  the  rebels;  and 
it  is  intended  to  go  into  effect  from  time  to  time 
over  successive  districts  as  they  are  reclaimed. 
Like  all  other  wars,  ours  must  terminate  in  one 
of  three  ways:  first,  by  the  parlies  becoming 
mutually  tired  and  abandoning  the  contest;  sec- 
ond, by  treaty;  and  third,  by  subjugation.  The 
first  of  these  is  rare  in  history,  and  is  unlikely 
to  occur  with  combatants  as  jealous  of  their 
claims  and  as  obstinate  in  maintaining  them  as 
we  or  our  opponents.  We  have  overrated  our 
importance  among  the  nations  of  the  world  if 
such  an  event  is  possible.  We  are  not  worth  the 
blood  and  treasure  already  expended  by  and  upon 
us  if  we  could  by  mere  indifference  permit  the 
I'.eritage  of  our  fathers  to  be  wrested  from  us. 

The  usual  termination  of  war  is  by  treaty.  The 
weaker  party  submits  to  the  will  of  the  stronger 
on  condition  that  that  will  shall  be  exercised  un- 
der restrictions  fixed  upon  by  the  parties.  The 
stronger  consents  to  the  measure  either  because 
itsecures  all  he  asks  or  because  that  which  it  does 
not  secure  is  not  worth  the  necessary  cost  of  life 
and  treasure;  and  the  future  status  of  the  parties 
is  fixed  by  the  treaty. 

It  is  certainly  possible  for  the  existing  war  to 
terminate  by  treaty,  since  a  time  may  arrive  when 
a  conditional  surrender  by  the  reljcls  will  be  as 


advantageous  to  the  Government  as  an  uncondi- 
tional one.  But  there  arc  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  treating  which  ought  to  be  well  considered  be- 
fore that  course  shall  be  resolved  upon. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  rebels  consti- 
tute a  large  proportion  of  the  political  parly  that 
supported  Mr.  Breckinridge  at  the  last  presiden- 
tial election.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  they 
entered  into  that  contest  with  us,  holding  out  the 
idea  of  good  faith,  expecting  us  to  be  bound  by 
the  result,  and  pledging  themselves,  at  least  by 
the  act  of  going  into  it,  to  abide  the  decision  of 
the  ballot-box.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
war  now  being  waged  is  the  result  of  the  refusal 
of  that  party,  wherever  in  the  ascendent,  to  sub- 
mil  to  the  result,  without  the  shadow  of  a  pre- 
tense that  the  election  was  illegal  or  unfair;  and 
lastly,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  that  party, 
even  in  the  loyal  part  of  the  country,  still  keeps 
up  its  organization,  though  deserted  by  many 
thousands  of  its  members  whose  patriotism  is 
stronger  than  their  love  of  party;  and  that  so  or- 
ganized it  leaves  no  means  untried  short  of  actual 
crime  to  embarrass  the  Government  and  encour- 
age the  rebellion. 

This  is  a  most  momentous  period  in  our  coun- 
try's history.  For  the  first  time  a  great  political 
[)arty,  beaten  at  an  election,  appeals  to  the  sword. 
Always  heretofore  the  will  of  the  majority  has 
been  submitted  to;  sometimes  with  some  com- 
plaining, but  still  it  has  been  submitted  to.  Now 
a  treaty  will  be  of  no  use  to  the  rebels  unless  it 
shall  grant  them  terms  more  advantageous  than 
unconditional  submission;  and  before  we  grant 
such  terms,  it  is  well  to  ask  ourselves  what  guar- 
antee we  have  that  the  same  result  will  not  fol- 
low the  next  or  some  future  election.  What  con- 
fidence will  we  have  in  going  into  an  election 
hereafter  with  a  party  that  once  refused  to  sub- 
mit to  the  result  and  extorted  terms  from  us  by 
an  appeal  to  the  sword  .' 

Let  us  remember  that  this  was  the  rock  upon 
which  the  republic  of  Mexico  split.  The  de- 
feated party  at  an  election  for  President  in  1828 
appealed  to  arms.  If  it  had  been  possible  to  ex- 
terminate them,  Mexico  might  at  this  day  have 
been  second  only  in  prosperity  to  our  own  coun- 
try. But  in  an  evil  hour  the  Government  listened 
to  counsels  of  compromise  and  conciliation. 
Terms  were  conceded  to  the  rebels,  and  the  conse- 
quence followed  that  scarcely  any  defeated  party 
after  that  time  submitted  to  the  result  of  an  elec- 
tion. Civil  war  became  the  normal  condition  of 
the  people.  They  sank  lower  and  lower  in  the 
scale  of  nations,  and  now  a  European  monarchy 
dictates  a  system  of  government  to  that  unhappy 
country. 

Let  our  own  country  take  warning.  In  a  Gov- 
ernment such  as  ours  the  will  of  the  majority, 
ascertained  according  to  prescribed  forms  of  law, 
must  govern,  or  the  result  is  first  anarchy,  then 
despotism.  It  is  probably  the  dictate  of  mercy, 
it  is  certainly  that  of  expediency,  that  those  who 
refuse  to  submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority  so  as- 
certained should  be  either  unconditionally  sub- 
dued or  wholly  exterminated. 

It  is  time  enough,  however,  to  talk  about  the 
danger  of  treating  with  the  rebels  when  they  show 
a  disposition  to  treat  upon  terms  possible  for  us  to 
accept.  As  yet  the  parties  are  wide  enough  apart 
to  render  the  danger  of  treating  a  remote  one. 
We  will  not  treat  upon  terms  short  of  uncondi- 
tional submission.  They  will  not  upon  terms 
short  of  independence.  It  is  difficult  to  see  any 
point  between  these  extremes  that  would  suit  the 
purposes  of  either  side.  If  we  yield  any,  we 
abandon  the  grand  principle  of  our  Republic,  the 
one  on  which  its  very  being  depends,  that  the 
minority  must  submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority, 
legally  expressed,  either  voluntarily  or  by  com- 
pulsion. On  the  other  hand,  if  tliey  yield  any 
they  virtually  yield  the  whole,  for  submission  in 
the  weakenetl  condition  to  which  we  have  reduced 
them  is  unconditional  submission. 

There  remains,  therefore,  but  the  other  mode 
by  which  the  contest  may  be  ended,  by  one  of 
the  combatants  conquering  the  other.  In  this 
case  there  will  be  no  treaty  to  fix  the  future  con- 
dition of  the  conquered,  and  that  condition  must 
be  fixed  by  the  laws  of  war.  It  is  important, 
therefore,  to  inquire  what  those  laws  are. 

I  have  said  by  one  of  the  combatants  conquer- 
ing the  other,  not  because  I  have  doubts  about 
the  result,  but  because  I  conceive  there  will  be 
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no  difTt'ioiice  in  the  status  of  tlie  conquered, 
whosoever  that  may  be.  If,  by  some  strange 
reverse,  the  rebels  sliouki  prove  tlie  stronger  and 
should  subdue  us,  vi^e  will  bear  the  same  relation 
to  them  that  they  in  the  alternate  case  will  bear 
to  us.  i  repeat,  no  matter  on  which  side  victory 
shall  ultimately  declare  herself,  the  conquered 
will  bear  the  same  relation  to  the  conqueror. 

This  is  an  important  proposition,  and  1  pause 
to  ask  if  there  be  reason  to  doubt  it.  Upon  what 
princi]ite  will  we,  in  either  case,  have  less  or 
more  rights  than  the  rebels  in  the  like  case?  Are 
we  not,  under  the  laws  of  war,  equal  combatants? 
Or,  rather,  are  we  less  worthy  than  they,  that  we, 
if  conquerors,  will  have  limited  rights  over  them, 
while  they,  if  conquerors,  will  have  absolute 
rights  over  us? 

If  it  be  urged  that  our  rights  as  conquerors 
will  be  restricted  by  the  fact  that  this  is  a  civil 
war,  the  ansv/er  is,  it  is  a  civil  war  on  both  sides. 
1  repeat,  no  reason  can  be  adduced  in  favor  of  a 
different  status  for  the  conquered,  if  the  con- 
quered be  either  side,  and  that  status  must  be 
determined  by  the  laws  of  war. 

Now,  there  is  but  one  law  of  war,  and  that  is 
that  the  weaker  must  submit  to  the  will  of  the 
stronger.  There  i.?  no  legal  limit  to  the  power  of 
the  conqueror.  This  will  be  manifest  when  we 
reflect  that  the  appeal  to  arms  is  an  appeal  to  the 
will  of  tiic  stronger;  in  prosecuting  which  the 
stronger  is  ascertained  by  measuring  strength. 

That  the  law  of  war  is  the  will  of  the  conqueror 
would  not  be  disputed  if  it  were  not  for  some 
confusion  in  the  use  of  words.  We  speak  of  cer- 
tain laws  by  which  the  will  of  the  conqueror  is 
restrained.  It  is  said  that  by  the  laws  of  war 
prisoners  may  not  be  killed,  privateers  may  not 
be  treated  as  pirates,  and  so  on  through  a  long 
list  of  restrictions  on  the  will  of  the  conqueror. 
But  all  this  arises  from  confounding  language. 
A  law  is  a  rule  of  action  not  only  prescribed  but 
enforced  by  a  superior  power.  It  is  a  misnomer 
to  apply  the  term  to  mere  voluntary  customs  al- 
leviating in  certain  cases  the  horrors  of  war.  Pris- 
oners of  war  are  killed,  privateers  are  treated  as 
pirates;  in  short,  all  the  so-called  laws  of  war 
which  restrain  the  will  of  the  conqueior  are  vio- 
lated and  nobody  is  brought  to  justice  for  the 
violation.  In  war  tliere  is  no  power  superior  to 
the  conqueror,  and  therefore  there  is  no  law  of 
war  restraining  liis  will.  There  are  such  re- 
straints, but  not  under  any  law  of  war.  There 
are  customs  of  war  arising  from  what  it  is  so 
usual  here  to  scoff  at,  arising  from  a  higher  law. 
The  enlightened  civilization  of  the  age  shrinks 
from  acts  which  may  be  legitimately  done  under 
the  laws  of  war.  The  law  of  man  's  nature  writ- 
ten by  his  Maker  in  the  heart  of  the  conqueror, 
and  developed  by  the  teachings  of  Christianity, 
restrains  his  will;  and  hence  arise  certain  customs 
of  war  which  have  been  miscalled  laws  of  war. 

I  am  not  losing  sight  of  those  rules  for  the  con- 
duct of  nations,  both  in  peace  and  war,  deduced 
from  the  great  natural  principles  of  right  and  jus- 
tice, and  so  ably  treated  of  by  writers  in  our  own 
and  other  countries.  The  time  may  come  when 
these  rules  will  ripen  into  laws  in  the  full  sense 
of  the  word;  but  to  bring  that  about,  civilized 
nations  must  combine  for  the  purpose  of  enfor- 
cing them,  and  thereby  must  constitute  a  superior 
which  each  nation  as  the  inferior  will  be  bound 
to  obey.  When  that  time  shall  come  national 
disputi;s  will  be  settled  by  a  congress  of  nations 
instead  of  the  sword,  and  a  great  stride  will  have 
been  taken  toward  that  far-off  future  when  "  the 
nations  shall  learn  war  no  more." 

But  the  semi-civilization  of  the  ninetnentli  cen- 
tury knows  no  law  of  nations  in  the  full  sense  of 
tlic  word.  It  prescribes  what  nations  ought  to  do 
in  given  cases,  but  not  what  they  must  do,  and  if 
they  disregard  itsedicts,  itknows  no  punishment 
beyond  tlie  mere  brutumfulmen,  of  a  di|)lomatic 
remonstrance. 

It  is  enough  to  say  that  these  customs  of  na- 
tions have  no  binding  force  except  to  give  shape 
and  character  to  the  will  of  the  conqueror.  It 
comes  at  last,  therefore,  to  the  proposition  with 
which  we  set  out,  that  the  will  of  the  conqueror 
IS  the  law  of  war,  and  it  is  well  if  that  will  be 
tjoftencd  down  i)y  a  higher  law. 

But  it  is  alleged  that  our  Government  owes  to 
our  enemies  the  protection  of  the  Consiitution 
and  laws;  and  that  therein  our  case  difl'i'rs  from 
ordinary  warfare.     Let  us  examine  this  position. 


Do,  they  owe  us  any  corresponding  protection  ? 
This  is  nowhere  alleged;  and  I  would  be  loth  to 
grant  them  greater  rights,  under  the  laws  of  war, 
than  ours  in  the  like  case.  It  might  well  be  asked 
whether  the  Government  owes  protection  of  any 
kind  to  those  who  repudiate  allegiance  to  it.  Our 
enemies  have  appealed  from  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  country  to  the  laws  of  war,  and  we 
have  been  forced  to  meet  them  in  the  forum  of 
their  own  choosing.  Pending  this  appeal,  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  matter.  Whether  they  ever 
will  have  or  not,  depends  upon  the  result.  The 
appeal  is  to  the  will  of  the  stronger.  Let  the 
stronger  be  ascertained ,  and  his  will  submitted  to. 
It  is  further  alleged  that  many  individuals  within 
the  enemy's  limits  are  o|iposed  to  the  rebellion, 
and  are  only  not  aiding  us  because  they  cannot, 
and  that  it  is  unjust  to  involve  these  in  the  fate  of 
the  guilty.  Let  us  see.  There  are  many  within 
our  limits  who  are  opposed  to  putting  down  the 
rebellion,  and  are  only  not  preventing  it  because 
they  cannot.  If  the  rebels  should  conc|uer  us,  is 
it  unjust  that  these  should  be  involved  in  the  gen- 
eral ruin  of  our  common  country?  It  is  the  mis- 
fortune of  dissenting  individuals  on  both  sides 
that  they  must  suffer  for  acts  they  do  not  ap- 
prove; but  it  is  an  unavoidable  misfortune.  When 
distinct  nations  go  to  war  upon  some  question 
which-  not  half  their  subjects  understand,  indi- 
viduals will  be  found  on  both  sides  who  do  not 
approve  the  acts  of  their  Government.  But  they 
must  share  tiie  fate  of  their  countrymen.  The 
case  of  the  man  of  Union  sentiments  within  the 
limits  of  the  rebellion  is  not  harder  than  this. 
War  is  a  condition  of  things  in  which  the  inno- 
cent are  involved  in  the  fate  of  the  guilty.  It 
operates  on  comnninities,  and  cannotdiscriminate 
in  favor  of  individuals.  This  incident  of  the  ap- 
peal to  arms  should  be  well  weighed  by  the  ap- 
pellant. On  his  head  will  be  the  blood  of  the  in- 
nocent, if  he  appeal  to  arms  without  good  cause. 

It  is  worth  while  to  ask  how  much  better  the 
Constitution  and  laws  would  treat  these  innocent 
individuals.  They  are  within  the  enemy's  lines. 
Have  they  sold  him  provisions?  Have  they  paid 
taxes  for  the  support  of  his  armies?  Have  they 
known  his  designs  and  failed  to  disclose  them 
and  thwart  them?  If  so,  the  Constitution  and 
laws  would  hang  them.'  They  may  be  involved 
in  the  guilt  of  the  enemy  against  their  will,  but 
tliey  are  involved  in  it;  and  tlic  protection  of  the 
Constitution  and  laws  might  bring  with  it  the 
penalties  of  the  Constitution  and  laws. 

The  horrors  of  war  would  be  greatly  lessened 
if  its  consequences  fell  only  on  the  guilty  and 
willing  parties  to  it.  But  in  the  nature  of  things 
this  caimot  be.  Flalf  an  entire  army  may  be  in 
the  ranks  unwillingly.  But  the  opposing  army 
can  take  no  notice  of  this.  It  cannot  discriminate 
between  the  willing  and  unwilling  enemies. 

The  loyal  soldier  in  the  rebel  ranks  forced  to 
fight  against  his  country  has  certainly  as  large 
claims  to  the  protection  of  his  Government  as 
any  person  within  the  limits  of  the  rebellion. 
But  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  his  Gov- 
ernment cannot  protect  him.  His  enemies  are 
its  enemies;  and  the  rights  and  duties  of  self- 
defense  compel  it  for  tlie  time  to  overlook  his 
rights  and  duties. 

Does  not  this  cover  the  whole  ground?  Those 
within  the  limits  of  the  rebellion,  however  will- 
ing, cannot  maintain  and  uphold  their  riglitful 
Government.  They  are  forced,  not  physically, 
perhaps,  but  by  all  surrounding  circutnstances, 
to  commit  acts  which,  under  the  civil  law,  are 
treason.  All  the  Government  can  do  it  does.  It 
foregoes  for  the  time  its  claim  to  theirallegiance, 
its  right  to  their  support.  It  relieves  them  from 
the  penalties  of  the  civil  law,  and  treats  them 
under  the  usages  of  war. 

1  return  to  tlie  ending  of  the  war  by  conquest. 
It  is  certainly  possible  for  the  rebels  to  prove  the 
stronger,  and  so  possess  themselves  of  us  and  ours 
underthe  most  absolute  of  all  rights — the  riglit  of 
conquest.  But  there  i.s  little  danger  of  this,  unless 
we  revive  the  almost  obsolete  Democratic  doctrine 
that  States  cannot  be  coerced;  that  our  enemies 
cannot  constitutionally  be  beaten  into  good  beha- 
vior; that  it  is  legitimate  for  traitors  to  take  up 
arms,  because  they  do  it  by  the  sacred  right  of 
revolution;  but  that  loyal  ukmi  may  not  resist 
them  by  arms,  because  loyal  men  are  restrained 
by  the  Coimytution;  and  the  Constitution   no- 


where authorizes  one  man  to  shoot  at  another 
across  a  State  line.  1  say  there  is  little  danger 
unless  we  revive  this  notion,  and  so  get  beaten 
with  our  hands  tied.  And  tiiere  is  as  little  danger 
of  our  reviving  it.  We  cannot  forget  that  the 
Democratic  party  died  of  that  idea,  or  rather  is 
lingering  toward  its  death,  tottering  side  by  side 
with  the  institution  of  slavery — a  pair  of  drivel- 
ing dotards,  consoling  each  other  with  the  old 
song — 

"  We  clamb  tlie  hill  tliegitlier, 
And  mony  a  canty  riay,  John,  we  had  wi'  ane  anilher; 
Now  we  mnuiilotlerdown,  John,  but  hand  in  hand  we'll  go. 
And  we'll  steep  thcgither  at  the  foot,  John  Anderson  rny 
Joe." 

Some  gentlemen  of  antiquarian  tastes  are  try- 
ing to  exhume  the  buried  past  and  restore  the  old 
Democratic  dynasty  which  governed  the  country 
so  long  and  in  former  times  so  well.  Certain 
conservative  resurrectionists  and  benevolent  old 
Whigs  who  could  see  no  beauties  in  living  De- 
mocracy have  taken  hold  of  its  withered  remains 
and  are  trying  to  breathe  a  little  life  into  them. 
But  it  is  in  vain.  Revolutions  even  in  politics 
never  go  backwards.  Political  parties  know  no 
resurrection.  In  its  full  manhood, under  the  rule 
of  Jackson,  that  organization  could  grapple  fear- 
lessly and  successfully  with  any  set  of  circum- 
stances. "  But  age  crept  on,"  and  under  the  im- 
mortal sage  of  Wheatland  the  south  breeze  made 
its  old  limbs  tremble.  It  confessed  its  inability 
to  cope  with  rebels,  and  begged  only  that  it  might 
live  out  its  short  term  in  peace.  The  people  of 
the  United  States  will  be  slow  to  believe  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  has  become  wiser  or  stronger  since, 
and  will  hesitate  in  1864  to  trust  their  destiny  to 
those  who  in  1860  acknowledged  they  knew  no 
constitutional  means  to  put  down  rebellion.  It 
is  necessary  that  the  Democratic  party  should  be- 
come extinct  that  democracy  itself  shall  be  saved 
to  the  world. 

I  have  already  said  there  are  no  limits  to  the. 
power  of  the  conqueror,  no  restraints  upon  his 
will  but  those  arising  from  his  own  nature  and 
the  mollifying  influence  of  Christian  civili-zation. 
This  is  not  only  true  during  war  but  it  remains 
so  at  and  after  its  termination  until  civil  lasvs  or 
treaties  are  made  for  regulating  the  future  conduct 
of  the  parties. 

But  it  is  ui'ged  that  our  Government  is  one  of 
limited  powers;  that  many  acts  perfectly  right 
under  some  forms  of  government  will  not  do  here; 
that  somehow  the  Constitution  binds  down  our 
otherwise  absolute  right  of  conquest.  Let  us  see. 
Our  Government  is  indeed  one  of  limited  powers, 
but  only  so  with  respect  to  its  own  citizens. 
Toward  other  nations  its  powers  are  absolute. 
It  is  limited  in  its  administration  of  civil  law;  but 
as  a  belligerent  it  is  under  no  more  restraint  than 
Russia  or  France.  The  limitations  of  constitu- 
tional Governments  have  no  outside  application 
whatever.  With  us  the  supreme  power  is  not 
all  lodged  in  the  President  nor  in  Congress  nor 
in  the  States  nor  in  the  people,  but  is  parceled 
out  among  all  these  according  to  a  system  of  our 
own.  Therefore  it  is  that  questions  arise  about 
the  rights  of  the  people,  tiic  rights  of  the  States, 
the  rights  of  Congress  and  of  the  President.  But 
other  nations  have  nothing  to  do  with  these  ques- 
tions, nor  have  opposing  belligerents.  It  is 
enough  for  them  that  absolute  sovereignty  exists 
and  that  as  to  them  it  is  exercised  through  the 
General  Government. 

For  all  purposes  of  war  and  conquest,  I  repeat, 
our  Government  is  absolute.  Those  who  dis- 
pute this  will  still  admit  that  we  might  enter  into 
a  treaty  with  the  rebels  by  which  we  might  ac- 
knowledge their  inde[iendence.  In  other  words, 
that  the  President  and  Senate  might  cede  the  terri- 
tory of  the  rebel  States  to  a  foreign  Power,  and 
that,  too,  either  with  or  without  the  con.^ent  of 
the  people  interested.  Does  not  this  look  like 
possessing  absolute  sovereignty  for  war  pur- 
poses ? 

I  have  already  said  that  the  right  of  conquest 
is  not  affected  by  the  fact  that  the  belligerents 
heretofore  acknowledged  allegiance  to  a  common 
Government,  l^ut  it  is  said  we  cannot  conquer 
our  own  territory.  Why  not?  The  Government 
has  a  limited  sovereignty  over  that  territory  by  the 
Constitution.  Why  may  it  not  acquire  an  abso- 
lute one  by  conquest?  A  man  having  a  limited 
estati'  ill  lands  may  acquire  a  largi'rone  into  which 
the  .smaller  will  merge.  In  the  trial  of  a  prize 
cause,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  commander  and 
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crew  claiming  the  prize  had,  before  the  taking, 
some  bmaller  interest  in  the  subject-matter,  that 
would  not  defeat  the  absolute  ownership  as  prize. 

From  this  course  of  reasoning,  it  is  apparent 
that  if,  or  rather  when,  we  conquer  the  rebels  we 
will  have  unlimited  power  over  them  and  all  their 
property,  and,  therefore,  the  riglit  to  pass  the  bill 
in  question  cannot  be  disputed.  That  we  may 
kill  them  is  conceded  by  their  friends,  who  claim 
for  them  the  benefits  of  the  Constitution;  we  may 
therefore  do  with  them  anything  less  than  that. 
That  we  may  cede  their  lands  to  a  foreign  Power 
is  conceded  by  those  who  wish  to  treat  with  their 
leaders;  we  may  therefore  do  with  their  lands 
anything  less  than  that.  Our  powers  are  large 
enough  for  all  purposes,  and  the  whole  question 
becomes  one  of  mere  expediency.  What  ought 
we  to  do?  For  the  good  of  the  country,  for  the 
good  even  of  the  rebels  themselves,  for  the  cause 
of  humanity  and  civilization,  what  ought  we  to 
do?  TheGod  of  battles  has  placed  in  our  hands 
powers  for  good  or  evil  larger  than  were  ever  ex- 
ercised by  any  people  since  the  downfall  of  Rome. 
May  the  God  of  justice  and  of  mercy  enable  us 
to  wield  those  powers  aright.  The  fearful  re- 
sponsibility is  upon  us.  Let  us  assume  it  with 
the  full  consciousness  that  we  shall  have  to  answer 
for  its  exercise.  ^ 

What  shall  we  do  with  these  eight  million 
prisoners  of  war  when  they  shall  have  surren- 
dered without  condition?  I  say  eight  millions, 
because  they  are  all  belligerents,  old  and  young, 
male  and  female,  black  and  white,  willing  and 
unwilling;  and  when  subdued  will  all  be  prison- 
crsof  war.  Whatshall  we  do  with  them?  Our 
ancestors  some  centuries  ago  would  say,  Enslave 
them.  They  themselves  will  not  dispute  our 
right  to  do  this,  since  their  claim  to  their  biped 
chattels,  so  far  as  it  does  not  depend  upon 
private  stealing,  depends  upon  the  war  power. 
Those  biped  chattels  are  mere  prisoners  of 
war,  not  yet  exchanged  or  surrendered.  But  shall 
we  make  slaves  of  the  rebels?  Ask  our  holy 
religion ,  which  teaches  us  to  do  as  we  would  be 
done  by.  Ask  the  civilization  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  which  has  turned  loose  the  bondmen  of 
the  West  Indies  and  the  serfs  of  the  Old  World, 
^sk  the  framersof  our  Constitution,  who  refused 
to  profane  their  lips  with  the  utterance  of  the 
word  or  their  pens  by  writing  it.  We  will  await 
noanswer.  We  will  not  enslave  them.  But  by 
our  duty  to  ourselves  under  the  high  responsi- 
bility put  upon  us;  by  our  duty  to  our  Creator, 
who  made  of  one  flesh  all  the  nations  that  dwell 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  we  will  not  let  them 
any  more  enslave  one  another.  Every  considera- 
tion of  justice  and  humanity  forbids  our  making 
slaves  of  the  ivilling  participants  in  this  unholy 
crusade  against  human  rights;  and  we  will  never 
consent  that  the  unicilling  participants  shall  be 
reiinslaved.  The  last  blow  before  the  final  vic- 
tory shall  strike  the  shackles  from  the  last  slave; 
and  when  these  prisoners  of  war  shall  beset  free, 
they  shall  all  be  set  free. 

This  result  is  simple,  reasonable,  and  logical. 
Prisoners  of  war  can  hold  no  prisoners;  slaves 
can  own  no  slaves.  The  right  of  conquest  ab- 
sorbs all  prior  rights  of  conquest  existing  in  the 
conquered.  The  act  of  cotiquest  puts  all  its  vic- 
tims upon  equal  footing,  and  setting  them  free 
does  not  reinstate  any  former  rights  of  conquest. 

Some  complaint  has  been  made  of  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  President  inviting  the  loyal  cit- 
izens of  the  country  reclaimed  to  organize  State 
governments  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  again 
component  ant!  active  parts  of  the  Union.  It  is 
said  that  the  issuing  of  that  proclamation  is  a 
usurpation  of  power  which  belongs  to  Congress 
alone.  I  see  no  ground  for  this  criticism  upon 
the  act  of  the  Executive.  The  question  appears 
to  me  to  be  one  not  of  power  but  of  policy. 

There  is  no  uniformity  in  the  mode  by  which 
members  have  been  admitted  into  the  family  of 
States.  Some  have  been  organized  by  a  movement 
wholly  independent  of  the  General  Government 
and  admitted  with  such  organization  by  subse- 
quent act  of  Congress.  Others,  and  the  greater 
number,  have  been  organized  by  virtue  of  enabling 
acts  passed  beforehand  and  providing  forthcir  sub- 
sequent admission.  An  actof  Congress  is  neces- 
sary to  the  full  admission  and  recognition  of  the 
new  member,  but  whether  it  precedes  or  follows 
the  action  of  the  people  of  the  State  is  immaterial 
except  as  a  question  of  policy. 


Now,  the  proclamation  is  simply  an  invitation 
to  the  people  to  organize  goveinments,  and  a 
promise  to  protect  them  in  so  doing  by  the  war 
power.  If  the  plan  be  accepted  and  carried  out, 
the  next  step  will  be  an  actof  Congress  ratifying 
the  action  of  the  people  and  admitting  the  State. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  bill  before  us  is,  in  a  part 
of  its  scope,  an  enabling  act,  providing  for  organ- 
izing governments  and  admitting  States.  In  the 
former  case  the  act  of  Congress  is  intended  to  be 
subsequent,  in  the  latter  precedent,  to  the  action  of 
the  people.  Neither  of  these  plans  can  be  said  to 
be  right,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other.  Both  are 
right,  and  if  it  were  not  that  an  act  of  Congress 
is  necessary  for  providing  temporary  govern- 
ments somewhat  in  the  nature  of  territorial  gov- 
ernments, there  would  be  no  great  difference  upon 
the  ground  of  policy  between  the  two  modes. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  can  admit  a  State  formed  out  of  terri- 
tory conquered  or  acquired  jn  any  other  manner. 
That  docuinent  expressly  guards  against  such 
construction,  by  denying  all  attempt  to  give  the 
State  organized  under  it  any  right  to  participate 
in  the  law-making  power.  Conquered  territory, 
in  the  absence  of  a  treaty  fixing  the  status  of  the 
people,  is  held  simply  by  the  war  power.  To 
govern  it  in  any  other  way  than  by  mere  military 
force,  requires  the  act  of  the  supreme  civil  author- 
ity of  the  conqueror.  It  is  precisely  such  an  act 
that  we  are  now  considering,  and  proposing  to 
precede  the  action  of  the  people,  and  it  is  pre- 
cisely such  an  act  that  the  proclamation  contem- 
plates to  follow  the  action  of  the  people.  As  there 
is  no  real  want  of  harmony  between  the  President 
and  the  ruling  power  in  Congress,  let  there  be  no 
seeming  want  of  harmony  between  them. 

Some  gentlemen,  otherwise  sufficiently  devoted 
to  the  cause  of  the  country,  have  their  efforts 
paralyzed  by  a  fear  lest  the  negro  shall  somehow 
be  benefited  by  the  result  of  passing  events. 
They  probably  underrate  their  capacity  to  com- 
pete in  an  even  race  with  the  despised  African; 
but  it  is  fair  to  let  them  judge  of  their  own  abili- 
ties. This  is  not  in  very  good  keeping  with  the 
reiterated  assertions  of  the  inferiority  of  the  black 
race  made  by  the  same  men.  It  is  one  of  those 
inconsistencies  of  human  nature  not  easily  to  be 
explained.  Either  their  fear  of  the  rivalry  of 
the  negro,  in  an  open  field,  is  assumed,  or  their 
professed  opinion  ofhis  inferiority  is  put  on  to  hide 
their  cowardice,  as  we  affect  to  undervalue  most 
the  opponent  of  whom  we  are  most  afraid. 

There  is  only  wanting  a  little  more  moral  and 
physical  courage  to  make  these  men  patriots; 
and  when  we  shall  have  satisfied  them  that  no 
serious  consequences  will  be  allowed  to  result 
from  any  supposed  mental  or  physical  superior- 
ity of  the  negro,  we  may  count  them  on  tlie  side 
of  the  country.  In  the  mean  time  their  natural 
timidity  will  at  least  render  them  harmless. 
Time  will  either  show,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the 
negro  is  not  better  than  they,  or,  on  the  other, 
will  stimulate  them,  by  means  of  his  rivalry,  to 
still  greater  exertions  in  the  direction  of  human 
progress,  in  order  that  he  may  not  transcend 
them. 

One  fact  simply  stated  ought  to  remove  all  fear 
of  dangerous  competition  on  the  part  of  the 
negro.  He  is  the  man  of  the  tropics,  and  is  only 
kept  in  the  temperate  zone  by  force.  Acting 
under  well-known  laws  of  climate,  his  tendency 
is  constantly  southward.  Therefore  it  is  that  the 
free  blacks  of  the  South  remain  in  the  slave 
States  wherever  they  are  not  driven  North  by 
penal  laws.  Therefore  it  is  that  the  free  blacks 
of  the  North  reside  mainly  along  the  southern 
border  of  the  free  States.  This  fact  is  significant. 
Remove  the  barrier  of  slavery,  and  within  the 
term  of  those  now  living  there  will  be  no  negroes 
north  of  the  Potomac. 

The  aversion  against  the  negro  is  not  a  mere 
unamiable  prejudice,  as  might  be  supposed  by 
those  who  have  only  seen  diversity  of  races  as 
it  exists  in  America.  The  same  aversion  is  seen 
wherever  distinct  races  are  brought  into  contact 
in  any  part  of  the  world;  and  it  serves,  among 
other  causes,  to  keep  up  the  distinctions  of  race. 
In  whatever  way  we  account  for  these  distinc- 
tions, whether  by  original  creation  or  by  gradual 
changes  since,  they  are  the  work  of  the  Creator, 
and  were  designed  for  the  good  of  the  human 
family. 

We  might  naturally  expect  to  find  some  pro- 


vision made  for  keeping  up  what  it  pleased  di- 
vine Power  to  create;  and  we  would  as  naturally 
look  for  that  provision  among  the  instincts  and 
propensities  of  the  individuals  to  be  affected  by 
it.  Turning  then  to  test  our  a  priori  reasoning, 
we  find  this  instinct  of  reptilsion  wherever  dis- 
tinct races  are  brought  into  dangerous  proximity 
The  conclusion  is  almost  irresistible  that  nature 
intended  it  for  the  purpose  it  mainly  subserves.  I 
therefore  state  the  following  propositions: 

1.  The  instinctive  repulsion  between  distinct 
races  of  men  when  brought  into  proxitnity  is  a 
provision  of  nature  to  guard  against  their  inter- 
mixing and  so  destroying  their  purity. 

2.  'I'liis  repulsion  does  not  exist  in  the  unami- 
able and  selfish  form  common  in  America  unless 
there  is  actual  intermixing;  and  then  it  is  always 
most  manifest  in  those  most  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness. 

Nature  does  not  intend  distinct  races  to  hate 
one  another;  she  only  intends  them  not  to  inter- 
mix. But  if  they  cannot  otherwise  be  kept  from 
intermixing,  she  makes  them  hate  one  another. 
She  will  not  let  a  person  engaged  in  violating  her 
decree  in  this  respect  even  keep  his  own  secret. 
She  makes  him  at  the  same  time  condemn  his 
vice  by  condemning  the  like  vice  of  his  neigh- 
bors, and  betray  it  by  exhibiting  the  evidence 
and  the  consequence  of  it,  his  instinctive  aversion 
toward  the  opposite  race. 

I  believe  in  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man, 
the  result  of  descent  from  a  common  ancestor; 
and  I  believe  the  diversity  among  men  has  arisen 
from  causes  which  have  operated  from  the  be- 
ginning and  are  still  operating,  producing  still 
greater  divergence;  causes  designed  to  adapt  man 
to  the  widest  range  of  climate,  food,  and  other 
circumstances,  so  that  he  may  in  some  form  or 
other  inhabit  the  entire  earth. 

Within  a  certain  limit  of  divergence,  intermix- 
ture has  been  found  to  be  advantageous,  as  be- 
tween the  various  branches  of  the  Teutonic  family. 
Beyond  that  limit  it  is  prejudicial, producing  off- 
spring lacking  vital  or  reproductive  energy,  as 
between  the  European  and  African  or  Indian. 
Nature  interposes  lier  prohibition  at  the  ultimate 
point  of  advantageous  intermixture;  and  if  her 
prohibition  is  not  observed  she  remonstrates  still 
further  by  causing  the  erring  individual  to  hate 
alike  his  vice  and  those  who  aid  him  in  it. 

Now,  if  my  theory  be  sound,  we  would  expect 
to  find  the  repulsion  strongest  where  it  is  most 
needed,  where  the  danger  of  intermixture  is  most 
imminent;  and  this  is  really  the  case.  The  Celt, 
from  some  unexplained  peculiarity,  has  a  greater 
tendency  tlian  the  Saxon  to  intermingle  with  in- 
ferior races.  Contrast  the  Celtic  colonies  of  Mex- 
ico and  South  America  with  the  Saxon  colonies 
now  forming  the  United  States  for  proof  of  this. 
And  accordingly  we  find  the  aversion  to  the  negro 
much  more  manifest  in  the  Celtic  mind  than  in 
that  of  the  Saxon. 

Again,  the  southern  Democrats  have  always 
exhibited  this  aversion  to  the  negro  in  a  high  de- 
gree. .They  have  even  paraded  it  with  a  shame- 
less effrontery  before  the  public,  as  if  proud  of 
the  evidence  of  their  vices.  Yet,  as  the  social 
history  of  our  country  will  show,  all  this  aversion 
has  been  needed,  and,  indeed,  has  been  even  in- 
suflicient  to  subserve  th.e  purpose  for  which  na- 
ture intended  it. 

Ifit  be  asked  why  the  sympathizing  Democrats 
of  the  North,  who  are  not  brought  so  closely  into 
contact  with  the  negro,  exhibit  the  same  strong 
aversion,  the  answer  is,  first,  they  aie  largely 
Celtic;  secondly,  they  imitate  their  soutlici-n  con- 
geners; and  thirdly,  some  probable  commingling 
of  races  among  them  renders  them  peculiarly  lia- 
ble to  miscegenation. 

This  instinctive  aversion  is  frequently  exhib- 
ited by  persons  whose  social  position  and  Teu- 
tonic a|)pearance  would  seem  to  indicate  little 
occasion  for  it.  But  nature  understands  her  own 
business,  and  whereverthat  repelling  instinct  ex- 
ists in  a  marked  degree,  it  is  not  for  us  to  say  it 
is  not  necessary. 

Where  opposing  instincts  are  verj'  strong,  the 
mind  oscillates  between  them  as  one  or  the  other 
may  be  in  the  ascendent.  Strong  passions  alter- 
nating produce  inconsistency  of  character,  render 
the  possessor  impulsive  and  uncertain  in  thought 
and  action.  Bearing  this  in  mind,  observe  the 
true  southern  chevalier.  What  an  alternate 
admirer  and  hater  of  the  negro  lie  is!     How  he 
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affects  to  despise  the  poor  chattel,  even  tliough  the 

Coor  chattel  lias  undergone  several  rounds  of  the 
leaching  process  which  a  distinguished  foreigner, 
in  the  simplicity  of  his  heart,  was  wont  to  attrib- 
ute to  climate.  On  the  other  hand,  with  what 
devotion  heelings  to  his  neg-ro  when  some  north- 
ern abolitionist  maliciously  suggests  the  idea  of  a 
separation  of  the  races.  How  he  dotes  upon  the 
patriarchal  institution  which  ministers  to  so  many 
of  his  desires  and  appetites.  How  he  shrinks 
from  all  inquiry  into  his  acts  and  motives  upon 
the  negro  question.  All  this  is  plainly  explicable 
upon  the  hypothesis  I  have  ventured  to  lay  down, 
and  1  think  upon  no  other  one. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  gentlemen  upon 
this  floor  express  the  fear  that  the  extinction  of 
slavery  in  America  will  be  followed  by  an  inter- 
mixture of  the  races.  This  idea  might  be  more 
plausible  if  there  were  no  inteimixture  where 
slavery  exists;  but  I  have  no  fear  of  such  result. 
Nature  has  guarded  against  that  in  the  manner  I 
have  described.  These  gentlemen  are  probably 
correct  in  their  conclusions,  arguing  from  their 
own  stand-point.  Every  man  judges  human  na- 
ture by  the  specimen  with  which  he  is  most  fa- 
miliar, tiiat  is  to  say,  by  himself.  Let  us  counsel 
them  to  cultivate  the  aversion  they  are  so  fond  of 
displaying.  It  is  very  possible  they  need  it. 
But  let  us  remind  them  that  the  pure  Teuton 
shows  little  of  that  aversion,  because  he  has  lit- 
tle tendency  to  mix  with  other  races,  and  that 
the  ruling  power  iii  America,  always  largely  Teu- 
tonic, is  at  this  time  almost  exclusively  so. 

We  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  negro.  All 
we  have  to  do  is  to  render  him  such  assistance  as 
ho  may  require  by  reason  of  his  intimate  connec- 
tion with  the  rebellion,  but  in  the  main  to  leave 
him  to  himself.  He  is  a  creature  of  the  tropics, 
and  if  we  are  better  than  he  in  the  temperate 
zone,  he  is  better  than  we  are  under  the  equator. 
Among  us  he  is  an  exotic,  cultivated  like  a  do- 
mesticanimal  for  the  profit  of  his  owner,  and  kept 
from  his  natural  habitat  by  the  barrier  of  slavery. 
The  barrier  is  now  being  removed.  This  once 
accomplished,  the  laws  of  climate  will  operate 
upon  him,  slowly  but  surely  drawing  him  south- 
ward as  his  place  is  supplied  in  the  field  of  labor 
by  steam  and  the  skilled  workman  of  the  North. 

Tropical  America  presents  aland  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey  for  the  negro,  though  rank  with 
poison  like  the  dew  of  the  Upas  to  us.  There  his 
ultimate  lot  will  be  cast;  and  there  the  selfishness 
and  cupidity  of  the  white  man  cannot  follow  him. 

There  needs  no  legislation  to  separate  the  races 
of  America,  no  forced  expatriation,  no  grand 
scheme  of  colonization.  As  long  as  wc  need  his 
labor  in  the  rice  and  cotton-fields  we  will  retain 
the  negro  by  inducements  sufficient  to  counter- 
balance the  disadvantages  of  climate.  When  we 
cease  to  offer  such  inducements  nature  will  pre- 
sent hers,  and  lead  liim  to  the  promised  land. 
This  may  be  the  work  of  ages,  but  ages  of  free- 
dom will  be  needed  to  wear  away  the  marks  of 
bondage  from  a  race,  to  develop  the  chattel  into 
a  man. 

The  region  inhabited  by  the  negroes  in  Africa 
extends  from  the  tenth  degree  of  north  latitude 
to  the  twentieth  of  south  latitude.  There  is  a 
district  of  country  in  America,  lying  between  the 
same  parallels,  not  unlike  in  any  considerable 
degree  the  cf)rrcsponding  region  in  the  Old  World. 
This  country  is  sparsely  inhabited  by  a  dark 
race,  four  fifths  of  whom  are  of  African  descent 
on  one  or  both  «ide8.  It  consists  partly  of  high 
lands  in  which  the  heat  of  the  tropics  is  tempei-ed 
by  the  elevation,  possibly  to  some  extent  habit- 
able by  the  white  man;  and  partly  of  rich  valleys 
teeming  with  all  the  luxuriance  of  tropical  vege- 
tation. These  valleys  demand  cultivation  at  the 
hand  of  man,  but  they  invite  only  the  black  man. 
The  laws  of  climate  forbid  our  entrance. 

This  country  is  twice  as  large  as  the  United 
States  and  Territories,  and  is  productive  beyond 
nil  our  ideas  of  fertility.  At  the  density  of  Eng- 
land it  is  capaijie  of  sustaining  a  population  of 
twelve  hundred  millions,  while  at  present  fil'ieen 
millions  dispute  the  possession  of  some  small 
portions  of  it  with  the  re|)tiles  of  its  wat(;rs,  the 
birds  of  prey,  anil  the  wild  beasts  of  its  forests. 
When  I  (Link  how  unalterable  is  the  law  of  na- 
ture which  shuts  this  gigantic  field  of  enterprise 
lo  us,  I  c.uinot  hflp  believing  thai  the  Almighty 
intends  this  vast  region  for  the  m^gro's  future 
hoitie.   What  un  liluslrution  it  would  add  lo  those 


already  in  the  world's  history,  of  good  springing 
out  of  evil,  if  a  few  ages  hence  should  exhibit  a 
vast  negro  republic,  a  component  part  of  the 
United  Slates  of  America,  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Amazon,  subduing  the  wilds,  substituting  beau- 
tiful gardens  and  cultivated  fields  for  those  im- 
mense entangled  forests,  and  putting  in  practice 
the  arts  and  sciences  of  civilized  life  acquired  by 
the  negro  during  his  long,  laborious,  and  terrible 
apprenticeship  to  the  white  man. 

I3ut  in  the  mean  time  what  shall  we  do  with  these 
eight  million  prisoners  of  war  when  conquest  shall 
have  reduced  them  toone  uniform  level?  We  will 
not  kill  them;  we  will  not  enslave  them,  nor  let 
them  enslave  one  another.  Conquest  will  leave 
them  without  governments,  without  laws,  and 
without  institutions.  Our  duty  to  them  as  well 
as  to  ourselves  requires  us  to  govern  them  under 
the  right  of  conquest  until  they  shall  again  be- 
come able  to  govern  themselves,  and  this  the  bill 
under  consideration  proposes  to  do. 

Much  of  the  argument  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question  is  based  on  the  assumption  that  there 
still  exist  States,  component  parts  of  the  Union, 
in  full  force  and  operation,  within  the  territory 
held  by  the  rebels.  This  position  is  unsound. 
Such  States  could  only  exist  under  governments 
conducted  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  administered  by  officers 
who  acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  the  Federal 
Government,  and  who  have  sworn  to  support  its 
Constitution.  Has  South  Carolina  a  Governor, 
legislators,  judges,  and  other  officers  necessary  to 
her  existence  as  a  State,  who  come  within  this 
classification.'  Has  she  a  single  State  or  muni- 
cipal officer,  from  her  Governor  down  to  the  su- 
pervisor of  her  roads,  who  acknowledges  the  su- 
premacy of  the  Federal  Government  or  who  has 
sworn  to  support  its  Constitution.-'  Has  she  a 
single  officerof  any  kind  who  is  not  claiming  and 
exercising  belligerent  rights  against  the  Federal 
Government.''  There  is  a  pretended  Slate  of  South 
Carolina,  but  the  parties  administering  it  are 
usurpers.  They  neither  are  nor  claim  to  be  offi- 
cers of  government  of  one  of  the  United  States. 

This  is  simply  the  statement  of  a  well-known 
fact,  yet  it  is  met  with  the  outcry  that  it  is  ac- 
knowledging the  State  to  be  out  of  the  Union, 
admitting  the  efficacy  of  the  ordinance  of  seces- 
sion, and  granting  the  existence  of  the  rebel  or- 
ganization at  Richmond  as  a  foreign  enemy.  We 
are  thus  accused  of  conspiring  with  the  rebels  to 
destroy  the  Government  by  disintegration.  If 
these  conclusions  were  legitimate  the  fact  would 
not  be  altered;  but  they  are  not.  The  whole 
matter  may  be  stated  in  a  few  words.  The  act  of 
treason  makes  a  man  a  traitor.  Levying  war 
against  theGovernment  and  forcingit  to  be  treated 
as  war  makes  him  a  public  enemy.  A  State  held 
and  administered  by  traitors  and  public  enemies 
is  not  one  of  the  United  States.  The  act  of  seces- 
sion had  no  effect  whatever,  but  the  actof  treason 
and  the  act  of  levying  war  produced  the  results 
we  see,  not  on  the  territory  nor  on  our  sover- 
eignty over  it,  but  on  those  committing  or  assent- 
ing lo  the  acts. 

Possibly  a  State  may  not  commit  suicide,  but 
it  may  be  seized  by  public  enemies,  or  its  exist- 
ence as  a  State  of  the  Union  may  be  suspended 
for  want  of  legally  constituted  officens.  If  the 
public  enemies  do  not  embrace  the  entire  (lopu- 
lalion,  when  ihey  shall  be  driven  away,  those  who 
remain  will  be  wholly  unorganized,  awaiting  the 
revival  of  the  old  or  the  establishment  of  new  in- 
stitutions at  the  discretion  of  the  conquerer. 

When  the  time  shall  come  for  the  exercise  of 
this  discretion,  let  us  revive  the  old  institutions 
as  far  as  we  can  with  safety;  but  where  change 
is  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  entire  country, 
let  us  not  hesitate  to  make  it.  As  to  the  people, 
let  us  discriminate  as  far  as  possible  between  the 
willing  and  unwilling  parties  to  the  rebellion  and 
set  the  latter  class  t'fcc,  with  all  their  rights  of 
property  restored,  savingonly  the  right  to  enslave 
one  another.  This  will  di.sposc  of  all  the  negroes 
and  a  very  large  pro|iortiot)  of  the  whites.  The 
guilty  remainder  must  be  made  to  expiate  their 
offense  in  some  degree.  They  should  make  some 
atonement  for  their  many  thousand  victims  and 
the  immense  treasure  ex()ended  in  thwarting  their 
designs.  Confiscation  of  their  property  will  go  a 
very  little  way  toward  this  result;  but  it  should 
l)e  unflinchingly  enforced  against  the  more  guilty. 
There  nrc  indeed   some  of  them  who  may  well 


feel  themselves  safer  with  the  broad  Atlantic  roll- 
ing between  them  and  their  outraged  country. 
Let  them  perform  life  pilgrimages  lo  the  tomb  of 
Arnold. 

When  all  this  shall  be  done  we  must  await  the 
return  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  dis- 
trictsto  theirallegiance;  and  in  the  mean  timegov- 
ern  them  for  their  own  good  by  provisional  gov- 
ernments founded  upon  the  right  of  conquest. 
Their  after  destiny  will  depend  upon  themselves. 
When  they  shall  ask  to  participate  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government  upon  their  former  footing,  and 
shallexhibitState constitutions  republican  in  form 
in  the  full  sense  of  the  word,  and  shall  satisfy  us 
that  they  can  and  will  maintain  them,  they  will 
be  welcomed  back  as  erring  and  repentant  breth- 
ren, and  the  day  of  the  return  of  the  last  wan- 
derer will  be  celebrated  in  our  country's  future 
with  other  days  sacred  to  the  greatness  of  our 
country  and  to  the  civilization  of  the  age. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  insures  the  downfall  of 
slavery  in  America.  It  carries  into  effect  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  President  freeing  the  slaves  of 
rebels;  and  the  small  remnant  of  the  institution 
left  will  disappear  without  even  the  formal  abolish- 
ing. I  have  earnestly  labored  that  this  most  de- 
sirable result  should  not  influence  my  opinion. 
I  have  endeavored  to  submit  the  questions  arising 
under  the  bill  to  the  cold  test  of  law  and  reason, 
and  if  this  had  led  me  to  opposite  conclusions  my 
vote  would  have  been  cast  against  the  measure, 
though  I  might 

"  Blush  to  record  and  weep  to  give  it  in." 

I  have  hated  the  institution  of  slavery  from  a 
child  as  something  unfairand  unequal,  the  tyran- 
nizing of  the  strong  over  the  weak.  Irepresenta 
people  who  abolished  it  almost  entirely  among 
themselves  even  before  it  was  abolished  by  the 
State  laws.  When  the  spirit  of  conservatism  and 
cowardice  in  the  North  led  to  the  compromises  of 
1850,  no  man  in  my  district  was  found  who  felt 
himself  mean  enough  to  accept  appointment  un- 
der the  fugitive  slave  law,  and  the  ofiiccs  went 
unfilled,  though  the  district  borders  the  line  of 
slavery. 

My  constituents  submitted  to  that  law  until  it 
became  obsolete,  but  I  am  afraid  its  spirit  sulTered 
sadly  at  their  hands.  They  were  not  zealous  in 
the  cause  of  returning  the  oppressed  to  his  op- 
pression, and  when  the  wayfarer  asked  their  aid 
or  counsel,  they  did  not  scrutinize  his  features  or 
inquire  into  his  lineage,  neitherdid  they  question 
him  as  to  the  amount  of  service  he  owed  in  his 
own  country.  But  they  gave  him  of  that  where- 
with the  Almighty  had  blessed  them,  and  sent 
him  on  his  way. 

One  feature  of  the  bill  remains  to  be  considered: 
that  which  prohibits  the  assumption  of  the  con- 
federate debt  by  the  readmitted  States.  No  true 
lover  of  his  country  ever  wishes  to  see  that  debt 
paid.  It  is  not  the  debt  of  the  southern  people; 
but  of  a  few  conspirators  who,  if  they  could  suc- 
ceed, hope  to  saddle  it  upon  the  people.  It  is 
quite  enough  that  these  people  have  been  seduced 
or  forced  into  expending  their  own  blood  and 
treasure,  without  having  $(5,000,000,000  of  debt 
entailed  upon  their  exhausted  lands  to  be  paid  by 
their  posterity. 

As  far  as  this  debt  is  owing^  to  rebels  them- 
selves, it  will  become  ours  by  right  of  conquest, 
when  the  creditors  and  debtors  become  prisoners 
of  war  to  us,  and,  as  successors  in  right  to  the 
creditors,  we  will  cancel  the  obligation.  As  far  as 
the  debt  is  owing  to  foreign  capitalists  who  have 
undertaken  to  speculate  in  the  blood  and  tears  of 
a  great  nation,  retributive  justice  requires  that 
they  should  lose  the  investment.  If  the  enter- 
prise had  succeeded,  our  future  history  would 
have  been  like  the  history  of  Mexico  and  the 
South  American  republics.  American  civiliza- 
tion would  have  sunk  probably  for  all  time  to 
come.  The  great  principle  of  self-government 
would  have  been  lost  forcenturies  to  the  world. 

We  have  welcomed  the  starving  relations  of 
these  caf)italisls  to  our  shores  and  given  homes 
to  their  families.  Out  of  our  abundance  wc  have 
fed  their  famishing  countrymen  even  at  their  own 
doors;  and  this,  loo,  while  they  were  furnishing 
the  means  to  burn  our  homesteads  and  make  our 
wives  widows  and  our  children  orphans.  Even 
the  mi'ssenger  that  bore  our  alms  to  their  sufi'er- 
ing  poor  was  not  too  sacred  to  be  plundered  by 
these  sjieculators  in  human  misery,  while  upon 
his  very  errand  of  mercy.     If  capital  hazarded 
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in  so  unholy  a  cause  could  return  with  profit  to 
its  coffers  there  would  be  reason  to  doubt  the 
existence  of  an  overruling  Providence  who  fixes 
the  destinies  of  nations. 

We  will  not,  hov/ever,  leave  these  foreign 
creditors  wliolly  without  redress.  When  the 
war  shall  have  ended  we  will  give  them  the  bene- 
fit of  a  capias  ad  satisfaciendum,  and  let  them  have 
the  body  of  what  shall  then  remain  of  the  treason, 
so  that  the  actual  debtors  and  creditors  may  set- 
tle the  debt  as  best  they  can,  face  to  face,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  But  we  owe  it  to  the 
genius  of  liberty,  we  owe  it  to  the  memory  of 
our  revolutionary  fathers,  we  owe  it  to  the  un- 
born millions  to  whom  the  history  of  our  times 
will  be  both  an  example  and  a  warning,  that  not 
a  dollar  of  foreign  confederate  debt  shall  ever  be 
levied  upon  American  soil. 

The  cloud  that  obscures  the  future  greatness  of 
our  country  will  pass  away,  and  the  lesson  which 
our  sufferings  and  achievements  will  have  taught 
the  nations  is,  that  they  cannot  afford  to  do  wrong; 
that  as  the  effect  follows  the  cause,  so  national 
puniihments  follow  national  crimes. 

We  have  long  enough  tried  to  deceive  ourselves; 
long  enough  taught  the  right  and  practiced  the 
wrong.  We  have  long  enough  celebrated  our 
national  birthday  with  thanks  to  the  Almighty 
for  the  6/essmgs  of  a  liberty  which  held  every  sixth 
human  being  in  bondage.  Let  us  at  last  do  jus- 
tice to  our  mother  tongue;  that  in  which  the  great 
English  and  the  greater  American  charter  were 
written;  that  which  from  its  infancy  proclaimed 
the  rights  of  men  and  denounced  the  crimes  of 
tyrants.  Let  us  learn  that,  sublime  as  it  is  for 
the  uttei-ance  of  grand  truths,  it  is  no  language  to 
lie  in.  Though  the  framcrs  of  the  Constitution 
tried  to  cover  up  with  a  specious  contrivance  the 
foul  ulcer  they  were  leaving  uncauterized,  yet  the 
strong  Saxon  sense  of  America  refused  to  skulk 
behind  the  subterfuge;  and  the  "fugitives  from 
service"  still  remained  to  be  human  s/aues fleeing 
from  human  slavery. 

How  quickly  our  language  denounces  a  word 
when  it  comes  to  be  used  as  a  polite  shelter  for 
some  foul  wrong.  Federalism  became  a  term  of 
reproach  when  it  lent  its  mantle  to  the  Hartford 
treason,  and  Democracy,  now  that  it  has  become 
a  bulwark  for  rebellion  to  intrench  itself  behind,  is 
beginning  to  stink  in  the  nostrils  of  America. 
There  is  no  word  so  sacred  that  it  can  with  im- 
punity characterize  the  deception  and  the  wrong. 
Compromise,  when  it  tried  to  make  slave-hunters 
of  freemen,  and  conservatism,  now  bargaitiing  for 
its  safety  with  banded  treason,  have  alike  become 
synonymous  with  meanness  and  cowardice.  It 
is  no  wonder  that  where  slavery  was  to  be  pro- 
tected the  English  language  could  not  be  freely 
spoken  nor  its  literature  freely  circulated. 

There  hasalways  been  an  under-currentofright 
running  deep  in  our  very  modes  of  thought  and 
expression,  beneath  that  which  has  served  as  a 
reproach  to  the  lovers  of  liberty  in  the  Old  World. 
But  we  are  at  the  dawning  of  a  brighter  day. 
T^ie  time  is  coming — it  is  almost  upon  us — when 
no  American  shall  blush  to  hear  the  truth  told  of 
his  country  in  his  own  vigorous  and  honest  lan- 
guage. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  to 

Mr.  MOORHEAD,  who  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House  ac- 
cordingly (at  ten  o'clock, p.  m.)  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  Jlpril  21,  1864. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS  AND  MKMQUIALS. 

Mr.  GRIMES  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Illinois  and  Southern  Iowa  Railroad  Company, 
remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the  Good- 
year patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  In- 
dia ruiiber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  presented  three  petitions 
of  citizens  of  Minnesota,  praying  for  a  change 
in  the  land  grant  to  the  Winuna  and  St.  Peter 
railroad,  so  as  to  allow  the  company  to  construct 
that  road  by  way  of  Mankato  or  St.  Peter;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


Mr.  POMEROY  presented  the  petition  of 
Mary  L.  Watts,  sister  and  sole  surviving  heir 
at  law  and  representative  of  George  Walts,  de- 
ceased, who  was  a  sailing  master  in  the  United 
States  Navy  during  the  war  of  1812,  praying  to 
be  allowed  to  receive  the  amount  standing  to  her 
late  brother's  credit  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  under  the  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
captors  of  the  British  brig  Caledonia  on  Lake 
Erie,  in  the  war  of  1812;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company, 
remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the  Good- 
year patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized 
India  rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  present  the  petition  of 
George  B.  Simpson,  who  claims  to  be  the  in- 
ventor of  a  submarine  telegraph  cable  insulated 
with  gutta  percha,  asking  for  relief;  and  I  move 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  am  also  requested  to  move, 
and  I  accordingly  do  so,  that  the  petition  and  ac- 
companying papers  be  printed;  and  1  beg  leave 
in  this  connection  to  give  utterance  to  the  senti- 
ment of  the  petitioner,  in  which  1  fully  concur, 
although  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  necessary  that  I 
should  do  so,  that  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing  will  give  to  this  document  a  most 
critical  and  thorough  investigation.  I  have  no 
doubt,  from  my  examination  of  it,  that  it  will 
well  repay  his  perusal. 

The  motion  to  print  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  to  print 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  com- 
municating, in  obedience  to  law,  the  accounts  of 
the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  south- 
ern superintendency  for  the  first  and  second  quar- 
ters of  the  year  1863,  for  the  benefit  of  certain 
Indian  tribes;  also  the  accounts  of  that  superin- 
tendent, and  of  the  several  agents  of  the  southern 
superintendency  for  the  thijd  quarter  of  18G3,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  printing  five  hundred  copies  of 
the  same;  and  the  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  223) 
to  regulate  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade  on  the 
northern,  northeastern,  and  northwestern  front- 
iers of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

He  also,fronn  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  324)  to  repeal  sec- 
tion two  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  foreign  coasting  trade  on  the  northern,  north- 
eastern, and  northwestern  frontiers, and  forother 
purposes,"  approved  March  2, 1831,  reported  ad- 
versely thereon,  the  bill  last  reported  covering 
the  subject-matter. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  222)  extending  the 
jurisdiction  of  district  courts,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  salary  of  the  United  Statesagent  for 
the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay,  Wis- 
consin, reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  247)  in  relation  to 
the  salary  of  the  United  States  agent  for  the  In- 
dians near  Green  Bay.  The  bill  was  read  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  wasordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHERMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
395)  to  provide  a  national  currency  secured  by 
a  pledge  of  United  States  bonds,  and  to  provide 
for  the  circulation  and  redemption  thereof,  re- 
jiorted  it  with  amendments,  and  on  his  motion 
the  bill  was  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday 
next  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  183)  to  secure  the  speedy 
transportation  of  the  mails,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No. 
248)  in  relation  to  franked  matter;  which  waa 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  185)  to  establish 
a  postal  money-order  system,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

REBEL  DEPREDATIONS  ON  POST  OFFICES. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  The  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  408)  for  relief  of  postmasters 
who  have  been  robbed  by  confederate  forces  or 
rebel  guerrillas,  have  directed  me  to  report  it  back 
without  amendment,  and  to  recommend  its  pas- 
sage. I  desire  to  have  it  put  upon  its  passage 
now.  There  are  a  number  of  postmasters  who 
have  claims  on  the  Department  for  money  of  which 
they  have  been  robbed  by  guerrillas  and  armed 
forces  of  the  enemy;  and  the  bill  which  I  now 
report  provides  generally  for  authorizing  the  De- 
partment to  settle  with  them.  If  this  bill  be 
passed  it  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  action  on 
a  variety  of  independent  different  private  claims. 
I  therefore  desire  that  action  may  be  had  upon  it 
at  this  time. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  provides  that 
ill  all  cases  where  loyal  postmasters  have  been 
robbed,  by  confederate  forces  or  rebel  guerrillas, 
of  post  office  stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  or  of 
money  received  and  collected  for,  belonging  to, 
and  held  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  such  robbery  has  not  been  caused  by  the 
default  or  negligence  of  the  postmaster,  the  Post- 
master General  may  credit  such  postmaster,  in  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts,  with  the  amount  of 
which  he  may  have  been  so  robbed.  In  cases 
where  no  such  credit  has  been  allowed,  and  the 
postmaster  has  been  required  to  and  has  accounted 
for  and  paid  over  to  the  Post  Office  Department 
the  sum  or  sums  of  which  he  may  have  been  so 
robbed,  the  Postmaster  General  is  to  refund  the 
same  to  such  postmaster. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  There  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  a  joint 
resolution  (H.  R.  No.  62)  for  the  relief  of  A.  S. 
Clark,  postmaster  at  Harrison,  Ohio.  It  is  pre- 
cisely one  of  those  cases  provided  for  by  the  gen- 
eral lawjust  passed,'and  I  am  therefore  requested 
by  the  committee  to  ask  that  they  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

REGISTER  TO  A  VESSEL. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  have 
directed  me  to  report  a  bill  granting  a  register  to 
a  certain  vessel;  and  as  it  is  a  matter  that  will 
lead  to  no  discussion  and  take  no  time,  I  ask  for 
the  immediate  consideration  of  the  bill. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  (S.  No.  249) 
to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the  steam" 
vessel  John  Martin  was  read  twice  by  its  title  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PRINTING  OF  OFFICIAL  ARMY  REPORTS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  the  joint 
resolution  (S.No.  21)  to  provide  for  the  printing 
of  official  reports  of  the  operations  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  joint  reso- 
lution was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  is  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  under  this  resolution  to  transmit,  from  time 
to  time,  to  the  Snperinteiulent  of  Public  Printing, 
copies  of  all  official  reports,  and  of  all  telegrams 
and  dispatches,  not  heretofore  published  by  or- 
der of  either  House  of  Cotigress,  relating  to  the 
movements,  engagements,  and  operations  gener- 
ally, of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  which 
in  his  judgment  the  public  interests  may  not  re- 
quire to  be  kept  secret,  commencing  with  the  1st 
of  December,  1860;  all  such  reports,  telegrams, 
and  dispatches  to  be  arranged  in  chronological 
order,  with  a  caption  or  title  prefixed  toeachsep- 
aratt;  engagement,  movement,  or  operation.  It  is 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Printing  to  print  the  usual  number  (one  thousand 
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five  hundred  and  fifty)  of  sucli  reports,  telcgranns, 
and  dispatclies  for  the  Houses  of  Congress,  and 
five  luindred  copies  for  the  War  Department. 

Tlic  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT  LAW. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  tlie  Senate  now  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  138. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  tlie  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (S.  No.  138)  to  regulate  pro- 
ceedings in  cases  between  landlord  and  tenant  in 
(he  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section  of  the  amendment  re- 
ported from  the  committee  as  a  substitute  for  the 
original  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson]  submitted  an  amend- 
ment to  that  amendment  when  the  bill  was  lust 
under  consideration,  which  amendment  is  now 
pending,  and  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment:  to  strilce 
out  the  fiist  section  of  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  committee,  in  the  following  words: 

Tliat  a  tenancy  at  will  .sliall  not  arise  or  be  created  vvitli- 
out  an  express  contract  or  letting  to  that  etTect ;  and  all 
estates  at  will  may  be  determined  by  a  notice,  in  writing, 
to  quit  of  thirty  days,  delivered  to  the  tenant  in  hand  or 
to  some  person  of  proper  age  npou  the  premises,  or  in  the 
absence  of  such  tenant  or  person  then  such  notice  maybe 
.served  by  afiixini;  the  same  to  a  conspicuous  part  of  the 
premises,  wliere  it  maybe  conveniently  read.  'J'he  attorn- 
ment of  a  tenant  to  a  stranger  shall  be  void,  and  shall  not 
alFect  the  rights  of  the  landlord  unless  it  be  made  with  tlie 
consent,  e.\press  or  implied,  of  the  landlord. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

That  on  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  all  persons  rent- 
ing houses  and  lands  in  the  District  of  Columbia  by  the 
month,  three,  six,  or  twelve  months,  and  desiring  to  repos- 
sess the  same,  shall  give  six  months'  notice  for  a  renting 
of  twelve  months;  for  a  six  months'  renting,  a  three 
months'  notice;  for  a  three  months'  or  a  monthly  renting, 
one  uiDiith's  notice,  which  sliall  be  prior  to  the  date  of  said 
renting. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  When  this  bill  was  be- 
fore the  Senate  ata  former  day  I  had  a  short  con- 
suliation  with  the  Senator  from  Maryland  after 
lie  had  olTered  the  amendment  which  has  just  been 
read,  and  I  thought  we  came  to  the  conclusion 
thiit  the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  Indiana  which 
were  examined  would  cover  the  whole  question 
more  satisfactorily  than  any  amendment  that  could 
be  drawn  upon  the  sptir  of  the  occasion.  I  have 
copied  that  statute  and  !  should  lilce  to  have  it  read 
by  the  Secretary,  and  if  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land shall  think  it  a  better  proposition  than  his, 
he  can  accept  it  as  a  snl;stitute  for  his. 

The  VICE    PRESIDENT.      The    proposed 

amendment  will  be  read,  if  there  bono  objection. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  suppose  it  is  not  in  order 

at  this  time,  but  I  have  no  objection  to  its  being 

read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  in  order; 
but  it  will  bi'  read  for  the  information  of  the  Sen- 
ate, if  there  l)e  no  objection. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  do  not  offer  it  as  an 
amendment,  but  1  suggest  it  to  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  as  a  substitute  for  his,  which  he  can 
accejit  if  he  chooses,  the  Senate  having  taken  no 
action  upon  iiis  ameiidinent. 

The  Secretary  read  the  proposed  amendment,  as 
follows: 

That  estates  at  will  may  be  determined  by  one  month's 
noliue  in  writing  delivered  to  the  tenant.  All  tenancies 
from  year  to  year  may  lie  determined  by  at  least  three 
months'  notice  given  to  the  tenant  prior  to  the  expiration 
of  the  year;  and  in  all  tiMiancics  which  liy  agreement  of 
the  parties,  express  or  implied,  are  frojn  one  period  to  an- 
otlii^r  of  three  or  less  than  three  months' duration,  a  notice 
equal  to  tiie  interval  between  such  periods  shall  be  sutti- 
cient. 

^Iri'l  br  it  further  enacted,  That  if  a  tenant  at  will,  or 
from  year  to  year,  or  for  n  shorler  perio<l,  neglect  or  refuse 
lo  pay  rem  when  due,  ten  days' noiiee  to  quit  shall  determ- 
ine the  lease,  unlesii  such  rent  be  paid  at  the  expiration  of 
saiil  ten  days. 

Jluil  he  it  further  enncled,  That  where  the  time  for  the 
tenancy  is  sjiiTilied  in  the  contract,  or  where  a  tenant  at 
will  couuniis  waste,  or  in  the  case  of  a  tenant  on  snll'er- 
anee,  anil  in  any  case  where  the  relnlioa  of  landlord  and 
li^nanl  iloes  not  exist,  no  notice  lo  quit  shall  he  necessary. 
^nil  III-  it  furtlicr  ctiacteil,  'I'liat  notlci;  as  rec|uired  111  this 
act  may  lie  nerved  on  the  tenant,  or,  il  he  cannot  be  found, 
liy  lielivering  the  game  lo  Konie  person  of  proper  age  ami 
discretion  residin;j  on  llic  premises, or  by  parting  the  same 
ill  some  coiis|;icuous  place  on  the  premises. 

Mr.  .JOHNSON.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
nmendmerit  suggested  by  the  Sentitor  from  Indi- 


ana will  accoinplish  the  purpose  just  as  well  as 
the  one  that  1  proposed.  I  liad  forgotten  that  1 
did  more  than  merely  suggest  it.  I  was  not 
aware  that  1  had  offered  it  as  an  amendinent. 
But  the  Senator  from  Maine,  by  whom  this  bill 
was  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  has  an  amendment  to  offer  on  the 
part  of  that  committee  which  1  think  will  ac- 
complish the  same  purpose  just  as  well  as  either 
the  one  suggested  by  me  or  the  one  just  suggested 
by  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  So  far  as  I  ain  con- 
cerned, therefore,  1  ask  permission  to  withdraw 
the  one  that  I  offered. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  in  the  power 
of  the  Senator  to  withdi-aw  it,  no  vote  liaving 
been  taken  upon  it.  The  amendment  is  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  now  move  my  amendment. 
It  is  after  the  word  "effect,"  in  the  fourth  line 
of  the  first  section  of  the  substitute  reported  by 
the  committee,  to  insert  the  following: 

And  that  all  occupation,  possession,  or  liolding  of  any 
messuage  or  real  estate  without  express  contract  or  lease, 
or  by  such  contract  or  lease  the  terms  of  which  liave  ex- 
pired, shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  tenancies  by  suffer- 
ance. 

And  after  the  word  "will,"  in  the  fifth  line, 
to  insert  the  words,  "and  sufferance;"  so  that  the 
section  will  read: 

That  a  tenancy  at  will  shall  not  arise  or  be  created 
without  an  express  contract  or  letting  to  that  effect;  and 
that  all  occupation,  possession,  or  holding  of  any  messuage 
or  real  estate  without  express  contract  or  lease,  or  by  such 
contract  or  lease  the  terms  of  which  have  expired,  shall  he 
deemed  and  held  to  bo  tenancies  by  sufferance  ;  and  all 
estates  at  will  and  sufferance  may  be  determined  by  a  no- 
tice, in  writing,  to  quit,  of  thirty  days,  &c. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on 

the  District  of  Columbia  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  desire  now  to   move  the 

following  amendment  as  an  additional  section: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
inconsistent  with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  Tlie  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
and  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BILL  RECOMMITTED. 
On  mation  of  Mr.  CHANDLER,  it  was 
Ordertd,  That  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  374)  to  exempt  certain 
vessels  therein  named  from  enrollment  and  license  and  frfun 
the  payment  of  tonnage  duty,  and  for  other  purposes,  be 
reconiinitted  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TIIE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed  the  bill 
of  the  Senate  (No.  183)  in  amendment  of  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  relating  to  foi-eign  coins  and  the 
coinage  of  cents  at  the  Mintof  the  United  States," 
approved  February  21,  1857. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  a  bill  (No.  255) 
granting  certain  privileges  to  the  Guardian  Society 
of  the  District  of  Columbia;  in  which  it  requested 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  insisted  upon  its  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  of  the  Senate  (No.  7C)  relating 
to  appointments  in  the  naval  service,  and  courts- 
martial,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  asked  a  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
thereon,  and  had  appointed  Mr.  Fuederick  A. 
Puce  of  Maine,  Mr.  William  D.  Kklley  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Charles  H.'Winfield 
of  New  York,  managers  at  the  same  on  its  [lart. 

The  message  furtiierannouiiced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  disagreed  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House 
No.  370)  to  appoint  certain  officers  of  the  Navy, 
asked  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  thereon, and  had  appointed  Mr.  Fri'.d- 
EHicK  A.  Pike  of  Maine,  Mr.  William  D. 
Kelley  of  I'ennsylvauia,  and  Mr.  Charles  H. 
WiNKiELD  of  New  York,  managers  at  the  same 
on  its  )iart. 

Tlu!  message  also  returned  to  the  Senate  its 
message  informing  the  House  of  Represcntaiivis 
that  the  Senate  had  agreed  to  ihe  amendments  of 
the  Hou.se  to  the  bill  (S.  No.  ]2(>)  to  amend  an 
act  to  incorporate  the  inhabiiuiiiH  of  the  city  of 
WttBliington,  passed  May  15,  1820. 


ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  an 
enrolled  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  39)  relating  to 
the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  December  term, 
1863;  and  it  was  thereupon  signed  by  the  Vice 
President. 

PORTS  OP  DELIVERY. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  move  to  take  up 
Senate  bill  No.  242,  which  has  been  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to, and  the  bill  (S.No. 
242)  to  establish  Portland,  in  the  State  of  Oregon, 
and  Leavenworth,  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  ports 
of  delivery,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  pro- 
poses to  declare  Portland,  in  the  State  of  Oregon, 
and  within  the  collection  district  of  Oregon,  ami 
Leavenworth,  in  the  Slate  of  Kansas,  and  within 
the  collection  district  of  Mississippi,  to  be  ports 
of  delivery  within  their  respective  collection  dis- 
tricts; and  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  sur- 
veyor of  customs,  to  reside  ateach  of  those  ports, 
who  are  to  perform  the  duties  and  receive  the 
coiTipensation  and  emoluments  prescribed  in  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  March  2,  1831,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  allowing  the  duties  on  foreign  mer- 
chandise imported  into  Pittsburg,  Wheeling,  Cin- 
cinnati, Louisville,  St.  Louis,  Nashville,  and  Nat- 
chez to  be  secured  and  paid  at  those  places." 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

HOUSE  BILL  REFERRKD. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
(No.  255)  granting  certain  privileges  to  the  Guard- 
ian Society  of  tlie  District  of  Columbia,  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

ADDITIONAL  ASSAY  OFFICKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWE,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  (S.  No.  185)  to  establish  assay 
officesat  Carson  City,  in  the  Territory  of  Nevada, 
and  Dalles  City,  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  and  for 
other  purposes;  the  pending  question  being  on 
the  amendment  of  M  r.  Nesmitii,  to  strike  out  the 
ninth  section  of  the  bill  in  tlie  following  words: 

Sec.  9.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  an  assay  office 
bo  established  and  located  at  Dalles  City,  in  the  State  of 
Oregon,  lor  the  receipt,  melting,  assaying,  and  stamping  of 
gold  and  silver,  upon  thi!  same  conditions  and  siilijccl  to 
the  same  regulations  and  provisions  as  are  set  forth  in  the 
first  seven  sections  of  this  act ;  and  that  the  sum  of  $7o,000 
be  a[)propriatcd  for  carrying  the  provisions  of  this  section 
into  effect. 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following  sec- 
tions: 

Sec.  — .  Jindhc  it  /iirlhcr  enacted,  That  a  bianch  of  the 
Mint  of  the  tJniled  States  be  locaied  and  established  at 
Dalles  ('ity,  In  the  State  of  Oregon,  for  the  coinage  of  gold 
and  silver. 

Sec.  — .  JJnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  carryingon 
the  business  of  said  t'lranch,  the  following  olliccrs  shall  be 
appointed,  as  soon  as  the  public  intercv-l  shall  re(|nire  their 
service,  upon  the  nomination  of  the  I'resideiit,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  namely:  one 
superintendent,  one  assayer,  one  inciter  and  refiner,  and 
one  coiner;  and  Ihe  superintendent  shall  employ  as  many 
clerks,  subordinate  workiiicn,  and  laborers,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Secrelarv  ol  llii!  'J'reasury,  as  may  be  re- 
quired. Thesalari(^sol  the  said  officers  shall  be  as  follows: 
to  the  superintendent,  the  sum  of  $2,000;  to  the  assayer, 
Ihe  sum  of  $1,800;  to  the  nielterand  refiner, $-1,800;  to  the 
clerks,  subordinate  workmen,  and  laborers,  such  wages  and 
allowances  as  are  customary,  according  to  their  respective 
stalions  and  occupations. 

Sec.  — .  .and  lie  it  farther  enacted.  That  Ihe  offieeis  and 
clerks  to  he  appointed  under  this  act,  befi)rc  entering  upon 
the  execution  of  their  offices,shall  take  an  oath  oraliirma- 
lion,  before  some  judge  of  tli«  United  States  or  of  the  su- 
prMine  court  of  said  State,  faithfuliji  and  diligently  to  per- 
form ihe  duties  oftheiroHices,  and  shall  each  lieoome  bound 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  with  one  or  more  sure- 
lies,  to  Ihe  satisfiiction  of  the  Direcior  of  the  Mini  or  the 
district  judge  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  district  of  Ore- 
gon, ami  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  Gon- 
dii ion  of  the  faithful  pcrlbrnuuiees  of  the  duties  of  their 
offices. 

j^KC.  —  J],cd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  general  di- 
recli(Mi  of  tln^  husine'ss  of  said  liraneh  mint  of  the  United 
Stales  shall  he  under  Ihi!  control  and  regulation  of  Iht^  Di- 
rector of  llie  iMiin  al  I'hiladelphia,  snhjiet  to  Ihe  apiiroba- 
lion  of  llie  Seerei.iivof  thoTieasniy  ;  and  fiir  that  purpose 
It  shall  be  the  duly  iif  llie  said  Director  to  pie^erihe  sncll 
regiilaiiniis  and  rri|nire  such  reuiiiis  penoilically  and  oeea- 
sionallv,  and  loe.-lahlish  such  ehargo  for  pan  ing,  assaying, 
refining,  and  coining,  as  shall  appear  lo  him  lo  be  n<'ces- 
sary  for  ihe  purposi:  of  carrying  inlo  ellVcl  ihe  inienlioii  of 
thu  act  in  CiitnbUNhiMg  snid  branch  ;  ul>!o  for  the  purpose 
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of  preserving  uniformity  of  weight,  form,  and  finish  in  tlie 
coin  stamped  at  said  hranch. 

Sec.  — .  Andheit  farther  enacted,  That  said  branch  mint 
phall  be  a  pUice  of  d'epDsit  for  ?neh  public  moneys  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  direct.  And  tlie  superin- 
tendent of  said  branch  mint,  who  shall  perform  the  duties 
of  treasuier  thereof,  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  same, 
and  also  perform  the  duties  of  As-istant  Treasurer;  and  for 
that  purpose  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  provisions  contained 
in  an  act  entitled  '■'An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  organ- 
ization of  the  Treasury,  and  for  the  collection,  safe-keep- 
ing, transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue," 
apiiroved  August  G,  1846,  which  relates  to  the  treasurer  of 
tlie  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans. 

Sec.  — .  Andheil  further  enacted,  That  ttie  superintend- 
ent of  said  branch  niint  be  authorized, under  the  direction 
oi"  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  on  terms  to  be  pre- 
.fcribi'd  by  him,  to  issue  in  payiiient  of  the  gold  dust  and 
bullion  deposited  for  assay  and  coinage  or  bars,  drafts  or 
ceriificatesof  dt'posit,  payable  at  the  Treasury,  or  any  sub- 
'J'n^a^ury  of  the  United  States,  to  any  depositor  electing  to 
receive  payment  in  that  form. 

Si;c. —  And  he  itfurther  enacted,  Tliatallthe  lavvsand 
parts  of  laws  now  in  force  for  the  regulation  of  the  Mint 
of  the  United  States, and  I'or  the  government  of  the  officers 
and  persons  eniployeJ  therein,  and  for  the  pnnishment  of 
all  offenses  connected  with  the  Mintor  coinage  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  declared  to  be  in 
full  force  in  relation  lo  the  branch  of  the  Mint  by  this  act 
established,  as  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable  thereto. 
Sec.  — .  And  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of 
^100,000  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  meet  the 
t>xpenses  of  the  current  year,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
the  3Uth  of  June,  186.>. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Mr.  Piesident, the  subject-matter 
of  that  amendtnent  was  introduced  to  tlie  Setiate 
some  time  since  by  the  Senator  from  Oregon  in 
the  sluipe  of  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  mirit 
at  Portland,  in  Oregon.  That  bill  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  F'inance;  and  you  see  it  pre- 
sented not  exactly  the  question  which  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  discussed  the  other  day,  that  is,  the 
question  whether  it  was  better  for  the  State  of 
Oregon  to  have  the  gold  product  of  that  country 
coined  within  the  Slate,  but  it  presented  this 
oilier  question,  whether  it  was  better  for  the  United 
States  to  coin  that  ore  in  Oregon  or  to  coin  it 
somewhere  else.  The  committee  consulted  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  that  point,  atid  that 
act  lias  been  made  the  subject-matter  of  some 
complaint  on  the  part  of  the  Senatorfrom  Oregon. 
The  committee  thought  that  the  Secretary  ought 
to  be  belter  informed  upon  that  question  than 
they  could  be  themselves.  If  the  question  had 
been  whether  it  was  better  for  Oregon  to  liave 
this  gold  coined  in  that  State  than  elsewhere,  of 
course  we  should  have  needed  no  other  informa- 
tion than  we  could  get  from  the  representatives 
from  that  Stale;  but  as  to  whether  it  was  better 
for  the  United  States  to  coin  it  there  or  elsev/here 
we  supposed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could 
better  advise  than  we  could.  We  therefore  sent 
that  bill  to  him  for  his  advice.  It  seems  that  the 
Secretary  in  turn  saw  fit  to  consult  the  Director 
of  the  United  States  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  and 
that  act  has  been  made  the  subject  of  some  com- 
plaint. It  is  true  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at 
Philadelphia  is  named  Pollock,  but  it  is  not  true 
that  he  is  named  "Disintegration  Pollock;"  his 
name  is  James  Pollock,  as  I  understand.  He 
sent  back  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  com- 
munication on  the  subject,  and  I  send  that  letter 
to  the  desk,  and  desire  to  have  it  read. 
The  Secretary  read  the  following  letter: 
Mint  of  the  United  States, 
Philadeli'iiia,  February  2,  J864. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  in- 
closing a  bill  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch 
mini  at  Portland,  Oregon  ;  and  requesting  my  views  as  to 
the  expediency  of  the  proposed  measure,  together  with  any 
su^'gestions  I  may  think  proper  to  make  touching  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  or  matters  collateral  thereto. 

Jn  reply,  t  beg  leave  respectfully  lo  offer  my  views  on  the 
subject,  as  follows : 

'J'he  coinage  operations  of  our  country  are  carried  on  at 
but  two  points,  namely  :  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco. 
Expirienee  has  shown  lliat  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  pos- 
sesses sutlicient  capacity  to  promptly  convert  into  coin  all 
the  bullion  wliieli  linds  its  way  East  from  the  mining  re- 
gions of  ihe  United  .States,  as  well  us  bullion  and  coin  im- 
portml  from  foreign  countries.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
the  branch  mint  at  San  Francisco  with  reference  to  the 
bullion  produced  in  the  States  and  Territories  west  of  the 
Uocky  mountains.  Sueli  being  the  case,  it  m.-ty  be  re- 
nun  ki.d  that  a  true  public  policy  does  not  require,  nor  would 
the  public  interests  be  subserved  by  the  establishment  of 
minis  I'or  coinage  at  any  other  points  in  the  Union. 
There  arc  several  objections  to  the  proposed  measure: 
1.  It  Is  notgood  policy  lo  provide  for  "  parting"  and  coin- 
ing the  precious  metals  at  points  where  tliere  are  no  skill- 
ful artists  or  e.\perieiici'd  workmen.  Uy  the  word  "  parting" 
is  misnil  Ihe  opcralion  of  separating  the  silver  from  the 
gold,  where  both  oftiirso  nn'tals  are  contained  in  a  deposit. 
All  ;!old  derived  from  the  mines  of  the  United  States  con- 


tains a  percentage  of  silver,  which  must  be  parted  from  the 
gold  in  order  to  bring  the  latter  to  the  proper  standard  for 
coinage.  Large  quantities  of  nitric  acid  (an  expensive  ar- 
ticle and  difficult  to  transport)  are  consumed  in  the  opeia- 
tion. 

2.  'J'he  transportation  of  supplies,  particularly  chemicals, 
to  distant  points  from  the  commercial  centers  of  our  country 
is  attended  with  delays,  is  inconvenicnt,uncertain,  and  very 
expensive — so  expensive,  indeed,  that  it  will  be  found  im- 
practicable to  impose  charges  for  parting  and  coinage  equal 
to  the  cost  of  tlie  materials  and  labor  employed  in  those  oper- 
ations. Moreover,  experience  proves  that  whenever  the 
cost  of  converting  bullion  into  coin  at  a  given  point  exceeds 
the  expense  of  transportation  to  and  coinage  at  another 
point,  it  will  find  its  way  to  the  latter,  however  distant. 

3.  Coinage  is  one  of  the  highest  and  most  important  at- 
tributes of  national  sovereignty,  and  should  be  exercised 
and  controlled  in  such  a  manner  as  will  tend  to  strengthen 
rather  than  weaken  the  national  Government.  It  is  re- 
spectfully suggested  whether  the  providing  of  additional 
coinage  establishments  does  not  tend  toward  national  dis- 
integration. 

4.  If  there  were  no  objections  to  the  proposed  measure, 
the  present  is  not  a  favorable  time  for  the  erection  of  build- 
ings suitable  for  coinage  purposes,  or  for  putting  up  the 
necessary  machinery,  fixtures,  &c.  Labor,  machinery,  and 
materials  could  be  obtained  only  at  exorbitant  rates.  This 
is  certainly  a  serious  objection  to  the  establishment  of  the 
proposed  branch  mint. 

The  great  struggle  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  for  the 
preservation  of  our  national  existence  im])0ses  heavy  bur- 
dens upon  the  people,  and,  until  brought  to  a  successful 
termination,  no  expenditures  should  be  incurred  for  meas- 
ures not  clearly  required  by  the  public  interests. 

It  therefore  does  not  appear  expedient  to  increase  the 
number  of  our  coinage  establishments. 

The  providing,  at  a  suitaDle  point  in  tlie  State  of  Oregon, 
of  proper  facilities  for  melting,  assaying,  and  stamping  of 
bullion,  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  mining  and  commercial 
interests  of  the  people  of  thatregion,  as  well  as  if  a  branch 
mint  were  establislied  there.  All  that  the  owner  of  bullion 
requires  is  to  have  conveniently  at  hand  the  means  of  cor- 
rectly ascertaining  the  value  of  his  bullion,  which  enables 
him  to  protect  himself  from  speculators.  For  all  practi- 
cal purposes,  he  can  use  a  barof  bullion  bearing  the  Gov- 
ernment stamp  of  legal  contents  as  well  as  if  it  were  in 
coin.  An  othee  for  melting  and  assay  and  stamping  bars 
is  not  only  all  that  they  want,  but  all  that  they  can  in  fair- 
ness ask  for  Oregon.  That  Territory  produced  about  three 
million  dollars,  in  gold,  the  last  fiscal  year.  It  is  to  be  kept 
in  mind  that  the  vast  Territory  of  Idaho  (tvi'ice  as  large  as 
France)  is  developing  mines  in  almost  every  part,  and  ere 
long  will  also  ask  for  more  than  one  Government  assay 
ofiice.  The  expense  of  establishing  and  supporting  these 
will  be  very  heavy.  We  have  information  that  the  p.ay  of 
coniinon  laborers  there  is  six  dollars  aday,  in  gold.  At  this 
rale  salaries  of  .$1,800  for  the  officers  would  not  secure  com- 
petent men.  A  private  assayer  in  Nevada  is  known  to  re- 
ceive $4,800  per  annum,  in  gold.  These  facts  are  to  be 
borne  in  mind  in  starting  Government  offices.  I  recom- 
mend that  an  assay  office  be  established  at  a  convenient 
point  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  for  the  receipt,  melting,  and 
asstiying  of  gold  and  silver,  and  stamping  of  imported  bars. 
I  also  recommend  that  authority  be  given  theSeeretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  case  he  should  deem  it  expedient,  to 
cause  to  be  issued,  on  such  terms  as  he  may  prescribe,  in 
payment  of  bullion  deposited  at  the  said  assay  office,  certifi- 
cates redeemable  in  coin,  at  the  branch  mint,  San  Fran- 
cisco. It  is  proper  to  add,  that  if  it  should  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  establish  the  proposed  branch  mint,  the  bill  for 
that  purpose,  from  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Senate, 
covers  the  whole  subject,  and  is  free  from  objection. 

The  papers  received  with  your  letter  are  returned  here- 
with. 

Wilh  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  POLLOCK,  Director. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning  hour 
having  expired,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  call  up  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  apprehend  that  this  bill 
will  not  occupy  long;  and  I  should  like  to  get  a 
vote  upon  it.  It  has  been  pending  for  a  long 
while  during  the  session.  I  move  to  postpone 
all  priororders,  and  continue  it  before  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  can- 
not interpose  that  motion  without  the  consent  of 
the  Senatorfrom  West  Virginia,  [Mr.  Van  Win- 
kle,] who  is  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  VAN  WINKLE.  If  this  is  to  occupy 
but  a  few  moments,  I  have  no  objection  to  yield. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  ob- 
jection, the  special  order  will  be  passed  over  in- 
formally, subject  to  be  called  up  by  any  Senator. 
The  Chair  hears  no  objection  to  that  course. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  unfinished  business 
of  the  morning  hour  of  yesterday  is  in  relation  to 
the  Territory  of  Montana.  I  desire,  as  I  was  on 
the  floor  upon  that  question,  to  addfess  the  Sen- 
ate on  that;  and  I  will  ask  that  it  be  set  down  for 
some  morning  hour  or  some  time 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  that  ijuit  matter  haH  lost  its  place  by  a  vote 
of  the  Senate.     It  is  no  longer  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Why  cannot  the  Senator 
move  to  take  it  up  to-morrow  in  the  morning 
hour.' 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  Senate  bill  No.  185;  and  on  that  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Howe]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Does  he  expect  debate  on  it? 

Mr.  HOWE.     Not  long. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  If  my  colleague  will  al- 
low me  to  inquire,  I  beg  to  ask  whether  the  mat* 
ter  to  which  I  have  called  attention,  being  in  re- 
lation to  a  committee  of  conference  on  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses,  is  not  a  privileged  ques- 
tion .' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not.  There  . 
seems  to  be  an  impression  in  the  body  that  the 
report  of  a  committee  of  conference  is  a  privileged 
question.  Such  is  not  the  faot.  Business  usually 
gives  way  to  it,  but  it  is  no  more  privileged  than 
any  other  matter. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Then  I  give  notice thati 
shall  call  it  up  in  the  morning  hour  to-morrow. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Senate  bill  No. 
185,  for  the  establishment  of  assay  oflices,  is  be- 
fore the  body. 

Mr.  HOWE.  This  recommendation  of  the 
Director  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  has  been  at- 
tacked in  so  novel  a  manner  that  I  feel  called  upon 
to  say  a  very  few  words  in  defense  of  it.  I  think 
the. Senator  from  Oregon  employed  against  it  a 
weapon  which,  if  it  be  not  altogether  unparlia- 
mentary, is  at  least  unusual  in  this  parliamentary 
body.  He  employed  very  freely  and  vigorously 
his  wit.  I  cannot  say  that  he  violated  the  rules 
of  parliamentary  debate  in  doing  so;  and  yet  the 
appearance  of  such  a  new  element  of  parliament- 
ary warfare  suggests  to  my  mind  some  very  grave 
questions.  I  remember  that  the  predecessor  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Oregon  raised  the 
question  whether  it  were  not  unconstitutional, 
whether  it  did  not  violate,  if  not  the  letter,  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  for  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  elect  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Lincoln 
to  be  President;  and  he  intimated  that  it  was  very 
decidedly  his  opinion  that  if  we  had  any  tribunal 
before  which  such  a  question  could  be  determined, 
it  would  be  decided  to  be  unconstitutional  to  elect  a 
man  for  President  of  the  United  States  who  held 
such  opinions  as  Mr.  Lincoln  does.  I  have  thought 
whether  or  no,  if  such  a  tribunal  existed,  it  would 
be  held  to  be  exactly  constitutional  for  the  State 
of  Oregon  to  elect  a  wit  to  the  Senate.  I  do  not 
undertake  to  say  that  it  is  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution. I  know  it  is  not  against  the  letter,  but 
the  question  is  whether,  as  suggested  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Oregon  to  whom  I  have  just  now  al- 
luded, it  is  not  against  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. However,  the  wit  is  here,  and  we  have 
got  the  benefit  of  it,  and  we  have  got  to  getalong 
with  it  the  best  way  we  can. 

Now,  I  want  to  say  about  this  recommenda- 
tion of  Governor  Pollock  that,  in  the  first  place, 
it  seemed  to  the  committee  that  he  was  a  very  fair 
man  to  be  consulted  on  the  subject.  He  is  en- 
tirely disinterested;  and  that  ought  not  to  be  lost 
sight  of.  He  has  no  sort  of  interest  in  having 
this  gold  brought  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  It 
does  not  increase  his  compensation  nor  his  power 
nor  his  influence. 

In  the  next  place,  he  is  in  the  employ,  not  of 
the  State  of  Oregon,  nor  of  the  miners  in  that 
State  and  in  the  adjacent  Territories,  but  he  is  in 
the  employ  of  the  United  Stales;  and  it  was  his 
duty  to  give  honest  advice,  and  to  advise  accord- 
ing to  his  best  judgment  of  what  llie  interests  of 
the  United  Stales  demanded.  He  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  much  more  expens- 
ive for  the  United  States  to  undertake  to  coin 
this  gold  in  Oregon  than  to  coin  it  elsewhere,  and 
therefore  he  advised  against  it.  The  committee 
saw  no  reason  for  diflering  with  the  conclusion 
to  which  Governor  Pollock  came  upon  that  point. 
There  docs  seem  to  be  one  weak  point  in  this 
recommendation.  He  does  suggi.'St  that  the  es- 
tablishing of  mints  for  the  coinage  of  gold  and 
silver  atagreat  many  dilferent  points  in  this  wide- 
spread Union  of  ours  does  tend  to  national  disin- 
tegration. I  feel  bound  to  say  that  that  is  put 
forward  not  as  an  argument  against  the  esiablish- 
mcnt  of  the  mint  at  Portland,  in  the  Stale  of  Ore- 
gon, but  it  is  made  as  a  mere  suggestion.  Whether 
it  is  sound  or  unsouitd  the  comiiiittce  diil  not 
consider,  and  1  feel  bound  to  say  that  they  are 
not  to  be  understood  as  havingdecided  that  point. 

The  Senalor  from  Oregon  seems  to  have  con- 
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sidered  it  viiry  carefully,  and  he  has  come  to  a 
difiercnt  coiicliisioii,  and  he  presents  very  con- 
clusive arguments  to  my  mind  why  the  sugges- 
tion of  Governor  Pollocif  ouglii  not  to  be  enter- 
tained. 1  am  at  present  inclined  to  agree  with 
the  Senator  from  Oregon  on  that  point.  Ncver- 
tiieiess,  I  think  it  fair  to  remind  the  Senator  that 
a  few  years  ago  there  svas  evidently  a  tendency 
to  national  disintegration  exhibited  by  the  mints 
at  Charleston  and  New  Orleans.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  suspicion  that  any  such  tendency  would 
ever  be  i-xhibited  by  a  mint  at  Portland,  in  the 
State  of  Oregon. 

But  that  is  not  the  reason,  it  ought  to  be  un- 
derstood, why  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Phila- 
delphia advises  against  the  establishment  of  this 
mint  at  Portland.  His  reason  is  that  it  will  be 
more  expensive,  if  not  impracticable,  to  attempt 
this  coinage  at  that  point,  and  therefore  it  is  not 
for  the  interests  of  the  United  States  to  establish 
this  mint.  It  may  be  that  it  would  be  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  State  of  Oregon  to  have  this  gold 
coined  there. 

The  Senator  has  argued  with  a  great  deal  of 
force,  as  he  always  argues,  that  it  is  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  miners,  those  who  produce  this  ore, 
to  have  it  coined  at  Portland.  I  may  be  mistaken 
upon  that  point,  but  I  really  think  the  interests 
of  the  miners,  of  the  men  who  produce  this  ore, 
are  better  subserved  by  the  bill  we  liave  reported 
here  than  they  would  be  by  the  bill  asked  for  by 
the  Senator.  If  this  mint  was  established  at  Port- 
land, before  the  miner  could  ascertain  the  value 
of  his  ore  he  must  send  the  ore  to  Portland,  in 
Oregon.  We  have  recommended  the  passage  of 
a  bill  which  provides  for  the  establishing  of  an 
assay  officeat  Dalles  City,  much  nearer  the  mining 
operations  of  Oregon  than  Portland  is,  situated, 
as  I  understand,  ill  the  very  gateway  which  leads 
to  these  mines.  If  tlie  bill  which  the  committee 
liave  recommended  shall  be  enacted  into  a  law, 
the  miners,  therefore,  have  only  to  take  their  ore 
to  Dalles  City,  and  there  they  ascertain  its  exact 
value,  and  there  they  are  paid  for  it  by  certificates 
which  are  payable  in  coin  at  San  Francisco,  and 
I  understand  thatexchange  is  always  against  the 
State  of  Oregon;  exchange  on  San  Francisco  is 
always  worth  a  small  premium.  At  Dalles  City 
the  premium  would  probably  be  an  appreciable 
sum;  just  how  much  1  do  not  know;  undoubt- 
edly varying.  But  if  the  bill  which  the  commit- 
tee have  recommended  is  enacted  into  a  law 
tlie  miner  can  take  his  ore  to  Dalles  City,  and 
there  can  liave  the  coin  for  it,  or  he  can  have  a 
draft,  or  what  is  equivalent  to  a  draft,  on  San 
Francisco,  which  is  worth  more  than  the  coin.  So 
it  seems  to  me  it  is  decidedly  better  for  the  miner 
than  it  would  be  for  us  to  establish  a  mint  at  Port- 
land. If  the  interests  of  the  miner,  therefore,  and 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  are  better  sub- 
served by  the  establishment  of  an  assay  office  at 
Dalles  City  than  by  a  mint  at  Portland,  I  really 
think  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Oregon  ought  not  to  be  adopted ,  but  the  bill  should 
be  passed  as  it  was  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  need  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Senate  any  further.  The  letter  which  has 
been  read  from  Governor  Pollock  really  conti\ins 
the  whole  argument  on  the  subject.  1  should  not 
have  made  any  remarks  at  all  but  for  the  very 
effective  attack  tliat  was  made  upon  this  letter.  I 
wish  to  make  one  more  suggestion  to  the  Senator 
from  Ort'gori  in  that  behalf.  There  is  a  man  over 
in  Boston  by  the  t)amcof  0.  W.  Holmes  who  is 
Bup()<>sed  to  understand  the  subject  of  wit.  He 
says  that  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  wit  that  it 
gives  but  a  partial  and  incomplete  view  of  every 
subject  on  which  it  touches.  He  says  I  hat  it  gives 
out  single  rays,  blue  orgreen  or  yellow,  butnever 
that  comliination  ofcolors  which  you  get  in  white 
light.  He  says  that  comes  from  wisdom  alone. 
I  really  thought  that  the  Senator's  spi(;cli  the  other 
day  illustrated  the  truth  of  this  definition  of  wit. 
I  think  he  gave  us  rather  a  partial  and  incompli;te 
view  of  the  Kuliject.  I  thought  that  when  he  held 
uj)  the  letter  of  Govi;rnor  Pollock  as  advising 
against  the  establi.shnientof  the  mint  at  Portland 
upon  the  ground  that  it  tended  to  national  disin- 
tegr.'uion,  it  was  not  a  fiill-und  fair  exposition  of 
the  Governor's  argumenl  upon  that  point. 

Another  thing:  i  am  not  entirely  sure  that  if 
wit  la  to  be  employed  in  the  Senate  it  ought  to 


be  employed  upon  such  communications  as  this 
that  I  hold  in  my  hand,  or  to  demolish  such  offi- 
cers and  agents  of  ours  as  those  must  necessarily 
be  who  are  employed  in  the  coinage  of  the  coun- 
try. If  wit  can  be  confined  to  such  persons  as 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hale] 
on  whom  it  was  used  very  effectually  a  short 
time  since,  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is  legitimate; 
but  the  coining  of  money  is  not  calculated  to  make 
wits,  and  whoever  employs  it  on  such  persons, 
you  see  at  once  has  them  decidedly  at  a  disad- 
vantage. I  hope  the  Senator  hereafter  will  con- 
fine himself  to  such  subjects  as  I  have  indicated 
and  let  Governor  Pollock  pass.  I  am  told  that 
he  is  a  very  faithful  and  very  capable  officer,  hon- 
est, intelligent,  and  well  informed;  and  he  should 
not  be  laughed  out  of  existence  if  we  can  help  it. 

Mr.  NESM  ITH.  Mr.  President,  lam  admon- 
ished in  the  discussion  of  this  question  that  any 
time  that  may  be  occupied  in  it  is  at  the  expense 
and  liy  the  courtesy  of  the  Senator  from  West 
Virginia.  I  regret  that  the  measure  is  not  before 
the  Senate  in  a  manner  that  would  admit  of  my 
going  at  length  into  an  examination  of  Mr.  Pol- 
lock's letter.  I  occupied  the  time  of  the  Senate 
about  twenty  days  ago,  at  considerable  length,  in 
discussing  a  single  paragraph  of  that  letter,  which 
was  not  the  one  that  I  think  is  the  most  open  to 
objection.  But  as  the  bill  has  been  pending  dur- 
ing the  entire  last  session  of  Congress  and  during 
this  session  of  Congress,  under  the  circumstances 
in  which  it  is  now  before  the  Senate  I  propose  to 
forego  any  further  discussion  of  that  letter,  which 
embodies  all  the  arguments  that  liave  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  against  the  amendment  that 
1  have  proposed  to  the  pending  bill.  The  letter 
has  been  read,  it  is  true,  by  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin;  butl  see  notliing  particular  in  it  that 
should  affect  the  decision  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
question. 

There  is  one  point,  however,  in  relation  to  the 
remarks  that  I  made  on  that  letter  to  which  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  takes  exception.  He 
complains  that  1  dealt  with  the  subject,  not  in 
that  grave,  dignified,  and  statesmanlike  manner 
which  he  brings  to  the  consideration  of  all  sub- 
jects here,  but  that  I  dealt  with  it  in  a  manner 
which  he  is  so  kind  as  to  call  witty.  Sir,  1  made 
no  pretensions  of  that  sort.  I  simply  brought 
what  ability  I  had  to  the  discussion  of  that  ques- 
tion, and  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  did  not  bring 
it  in  a  manner  that  should  begratifying  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin.  The  people  of  Oregon,  in 
sending  me  here,  I  suppose,  selected  such  ma- 
terial as  they  had  at  hand.  If,  as  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  states,  it  is  true  that  they  sent 
a  witty  man,  they  should  no  more  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  it  than  Wisconsin  should  for  send- 
ing what  perhaps  I  might  term  a  dull  man. 
[Laughter.]  I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  bring  to  the  discussion  of  this  and  every  other 
subject  that  wisdom  which  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  seems  to  hold  in  such  high  admiration, 
and  which  he  thinks  it  is  proper  should  be  brought 
to  the  consideration  of  afl  subjects.  It  is  perhaps 
the  fault  of  my  nature  that  I  am  unable  to  imitate 
the  distinguished  Senator  from  Wisconsin  in  this 
deliberative  body.  He  brings,  I  admit,  all  that 
profound  wisdom,  all  that  dignity  of  character, 
all  that  quiet  demeanor  which  1  have  sometimes 
thought  characterized  a  women's  sewing  society. 
[Laughter.] 

I  discussed  this  question  when  it  was  up  before 
at  some  length,  and  1  said  then  about  all  that  I 
desire  to  say  on  the  sLibjrct.  The  considerations 
upon  which  the  Senator  has  dwelt,  as  extracts 
from  Mr.  Pollock's  letter,  I  care  nothing  about. 
I  think  1  presented  to  the  Senate  the  other  day 
all  that  was  necessary  to  be  said  on  the  subject  of 
that  letter.  Upon  the  remarks  that  I  made  the 
other  day  and  upon  the  letter  of  Governor  Pol- 
lock I  am  willing  that  the  issue  shall  be  made  up; 
and  I  am  willing  that  the  Senate  shall  decide  be- 
tween the  arguments  that  I  have  presented  and 
the  argumeiiKs  which  Mr.  Pollock  has  presented. 
Had  I  the  time,  I  believe  I  could  show  that  every 
siat'-ment  in  his  letter  is  fallaciou.s  and  the  most 
of  them  untrue.  Notwithstanding  that  [  did  so 
characterize  it  here  in  the  SeriaU;,  the  Stniator 
from  Wisconsin  comes  in  with  an  elaborate  de- 
fense of  Mr.  Pollock  and  a  de[)recali()ii  of  what 
I  said  in  relation  to  his  letter.  Mankind  is  so 
constituted  that  I  believe  tliert?  never  has  been  and 


never  will  be  a  folly  or  a  wickedness  perpetrated 
by  any  man  so  gross  that  it  will  not  find  defend- 
ers in  some  quarters.  Why,  sir,  Byron  immor- 
talized that  idea  when  he  said: 

"  Yet  none  in  Infiy  nuiiiliers  can  surpass 
Tlie  bard  who  t^oars  lo  elegize  an  ass; 
So  well  tliR  siil)ii!ct  suits  liis  nntiie  mind, 
'A  follow  feeling  makes  us  wondrous  kind."' 

[Laughter.] 

Sir,  this  is  all  I  have  to  say  in  reply  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin;  and  upon  the  issue  as  now 
presented  I  am  willing  that  the  question  shall  be 
taken  rather  tiian  to  trespass  further  on  the  time 
of  the  Senator  from  West  Virginia.  I  ask  for  a 
fair  vote  upon  my  amendment  by  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Let  the  amendment  be 
reported. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  read  be- 
fore  the  vote  is  taken. 

Mr.  HOWE.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  allow 
the  order  of  the  day  to  come  up. 

Mr.  HOWE.     Only  a  moment. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  think  we  can  get  a 
vote  on  this  bill  now,  and  as  the  Senator  from 
West  Virginia  has  the  floor  on  the  other  question 
which  is  the  order  of  the  day,  I  hope  it  will  be 
taken  up. 

Mr.  HOWE.     1  will  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  is  evidentwe  cannot  geta 
vote  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  HALE.     We  can  have  it  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
will  be  again  reported.  The  words  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out  will  first  be  read  and  then  the 
words  proposed  to  be  inserted. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  They  are  both  long,  and 
I  think  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  read  them. 
The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance 
under  the  advice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  a  bill  to  establish  an  assay  ofKce.  The 
Senator  from  Oregon  moves  to  strike  that  out  and 
to  insert  a  bill  establishina:  a  mint. 

Mr.  NESMITFI.     That  is  all  there  is  in  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  reading. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  (after  first  voting  in  the 
negative)  said:  1  desire  to  change  my  vote.  I 
vote  "  yea."  I  do  it  for  the  purpose  of  moving 
a  reconsideration. 

The  result  was  announced — yeas  23,  nays  16; 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Crown,  Carlile,  Chandler,  Conness, 
Di.xoii,  Fcssehdciij  Hale,  Harding,  Hants,  Henderson, 
Hendiicks,  Howard,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
McDougall,  Morgan,  Nestnith,  Powell,  Riddle,  Saulsbiiry, 
Ten  Eyck.  Wilkinson,  and  Willey— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aniliony,  BiickaUw,  Clark,  Collanier, 
Cowaii,  Dooliule,  Foster,  Howr,  Jolinson,  Morrill,  Slier- 
man,  .Spraguc,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  and 
Wilson— 16. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
move  a  reconsideration  of  that  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  next  ques- 
tion will  be  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  t-ay  I  shall  move  a  re- 
consideration of  the  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESI  DENT.  The  Senator  does 
it  now,  then.  This  is  the  only  tiine  at  which  it 
can  be  done.  The  bill  is  now  before  the  Senate, 
and  the  next  question  will  be  on  ordering  it  to  be 
engrossed. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Well,  I  make  the  motion 
to  reconsider  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Maine  moves  to  reconsider  the  vote  just  taken. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  voted  inthe  affirma- 
tiv(;  for  the  purpose  of  moving  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vole  ufiou  this  particuhir  amendment;  but 
if  I  can  make  the  same  motion,  or  call  u|)  the 
question  when  the  bill  gets  into  the  Senate,  I  will 
withdraw  iriy  motion  to  reconsider  it  now.  I 
suppose  I  can  do  that.  The  bill  is  now  in  com- 
mittee, as  I  understand . 

Mr.  FOSTER.     The  question   will  be   taken 
again  in  the  Senate. 
'  Mr.  FESSENDEN.     The  same  question  can 
be  taken  again   when  the  bill   is  reported  to  the 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Yes,  sir.  The 
Chair  was  under  a  misapprehension.     The  bill 
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is  now  before  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  I  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
honorable  Senator  whether  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider he  expects  to  discuss  the  question.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Certainly,  I  do. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  suggest,  then,  as  all 
this  is  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Senator  from  West 
Virginia,  who  is  to  address  the  Senate,  that  we 
proceed  with  the  regular  order  of  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  regular  order 
of  business  comes  up  at  the  suggestion  of  any 
Senator. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     I  suggest  that. 

REPEAL  OF  FUGITIVE  SLAVE  LAW. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  special 
order  is  before  the  Senate,  being  the  bill  (S.  No. 
141)  to  repeal  ail  acts  for  the  rendition  of  fugi- 
tives from  service  or  labor,  upon  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  West  Virginia  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  VAN  WINKLE.  Mr.  President,  al- 
though tlie  remarks  I  am  about  to  make  may  not 
apply  peculiarly  to  the  bill  under  discussion,  yet 
considering  it  as  one  of  a  series  of  projected  meas- 
ures now  pending  in  one  or  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, they  will  not  be  deemed  inappropriate.  It 
is  to  the  probable  operation  and  effect  of  these 
measures  in  the  so  improperly  called  border 
States,  including  that  which  I  in  part  represent  on 
this  floor,  that  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  and  the  country. 

The  burdens  of  the  existing  war  in  the  shape 
of  contributions  of  men  and  money  have  been  at 
least  proportionally  borne  by  the  States  further 
Norti),  and  their  free  gifts  for  the  relief  of  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers  have  been  poured  forth  like 
water,  and  have  doubtless  exceeded  ours;  yetthey 
have  escaped  the  devastation  and  ruin  to  which 
we  have  been  subjected.  There  is  wailing  and 
affliction  in  almost  every  household  of  the  North; 
but  we  also  mourn  the  husband  and  the  father, 
the  son  and  the  brother.  We  have  seen  the  ac- 
cumulations of  life-long  industry  perish  in  a  mo- 
ment; ashes  and  ruir)s  conceal  the  spots  where 
the  homes  of  many  a  happy  family  once  stood; 
desolation  usurps  the  place  of  cultivated  fields, 
and  the  eye  roams  at  will  over  acres  of  fertile  soil 
with  nothii>g  to  arrest  its  observation  but  noxious 
weeds,  and,  in  many  cases,  ungathered crops  rot- 
ting on  the  ground.  Of  the  former  loyal  occu- 
pants many  are  with  the  armies  of  the  Union, 
fighting  the  battles  of  their  country;  some  sleep 
sweetly  in  gory  winding-sheets  beneath  the  soil 
they  have  defended,  while  the  wives,  children, 
and  aged  parents  of  both  are  aliens  in  their  own 
land,  dwelling  or  wandering  among  those  who, 
however  fiiendly ,  are  yet  strangers,  earning  a  sub- 
sistence by  unusual  em  ploy  merits,  or  in  so  me  cases 
maintained  by  the  contributions  of  the  benevolent 
and  patriotic. 

As  to  my  own  people,  let  it  be  remembered 
that  the  rebel  armies  were  at  their  doors  before 
they  were  compelled  to  make  their  election  be- 
tween loyalty  and  disloyalty.  That  many  loving 
the  Union  as  we  do,  in  the  face  of  impending 
danger  not  only  to  their  possessions  but  to  their 
wives  and  little  ones,  and  unable  to  remove  them, 
or  to  maintain  them  when  removed,  should  have 
succumbed  and  given  an  unwilling  adhesion  to 
the  rebel  cause  is  not  surprising;  but  that  the 
large  majority  of  our  farmers  and  workingmen  re- 
fused such  adhesion  is  now  beyond  controversy. 
I  am  personally  acquainted  with  many  who  boldly 
repelled  the  degradation  tendered  them  as  the 
price  of  safety,  atid  escaping  at  the  peril  of  their 
lives  have  been  constant  to  this  day  in  their  de- 
votion to  the  cause  of  the  Union.  Some  with 
such  an  experience  sat  in  the  conventions  and 
Legislature  of  West  Virginia.  It  was  the  poli- 
ticians, mostly  those  of  the  then  dominant  party, 
and  those  whom  they  induced  to  believe  that  se- 
cession was  but  a  party  measure,  or  a  threat,  not 
the  people  at  large,  wlio  turned  their  backs  on  their 
country  and  became  its  malignantenemies.  These 
remarks  are  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  true  of  all 
the  border  States. 

In  the  States  nearest  the  seat  of  war,  loyalty 
to  the  Union  has  a  meaning  which  does  not  at- 
tach to  it  elsewhere.  This  remark  is  made  in  no 
invidious  spirit,  nor  is  it  intended  to  depreciate 
in  the  slighleal  degree  the  sterling  patriotism  of 


the  North.  It  is  intended  simply  to  vindicate 
that  of  the  border  States,  by  proving  its  sincerity, 
as  the  large  majority  of  their  people. have  re- 
mained constant  under  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances. If  I  may  venture  to  appear  to-day  as 
the  self-constituted  advocate  of  the  people  of  those 
States,  1  do  not  speak  to  vaunt  their  sufferings 
or  their  services,  or  as  their  suppliant  for  even 
deserved  favors.  Through  you,  Mr.  President, 
1  address  the  Senate  and  the  country,  in  the  name 
of  a  common  patriotism  and  a  common  human- 
ity, urging  that  what  more  particularly  concerns 
them  may,  in  the  deliberations  of  those  assem- 
bled here,  and  in  the  thoughts  of  those  whom 
they  represent,  have  just  consideration.  I  make 
no  charge,  for  I  entertain  no  suspicion,  of  inten- 
tional wrong  on  the  part  of  any  member  of  tliis 
body;  but  it  may  be  that  in  the  desire  to  accom- 
plish instantaneously  some  long-cherished  object, 
however  praiseworthy,  difficulties  will  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  others,  which  might  be  avoided  by 
a  little  forbearance. 

I  do  not,  I  cannot,  doubt  that  every  one  who 
hears  me  desires,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
the  complete  pacification  of  the  whole  country. 
I  know  that  such  pacification  cannot  be  effected 
until  the  rebellion  is  crushed  and  those  who  up- 
hold it,  from  whatever  cause,  have  acknowledged 
and  submitted  to  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Government  it  created.  I  have,  un- 
fortunately, seen  too  much  of  the  spirit  of  those 
who  are  waging  war  against  their  country,  and 
of  those  in  our  midst  who  sympathize  with  them, 
to  believe  that  the  former  will  lay  down  their 
arms  until  compelled.  I  cannot  see  where  we  can, 
with  just  self-respect,  concede  one  jot  or  one 
tittle  to  those  who  are  in  arms  against  us.  But 
the  day  will  come,  in  the  pleasure  of  a  righteous 
Providence,  when  this  calamity  will  be  overpast, 
and  when  every  right-minded  man  will  desire  to 
take  by  the  hand,  in  all  cordiality  and  affection, 
those  who  have  repented  them  of  the  evil  they 
in  their  madness  sought  to  do  unto  us,  their 
brethren.  In  saying  this  I  assume  no  spirit  of 
prophecy.  1  speak  only  from  a  knowledge  of 
what  has  been  the  sequence  of  wars  between 
brethren  in  other  countries  and  from  my  confi- 
dence in  the  better  part  of  human  nature.  Will 
not  all  who  hear  me  join  in  saying,  would  God 
the  day  of  complete  reconciliation  were  at  hand? 

There  is  in  the  northern  States,  and  unfortu- 
nately in  the  border  States  also,  a  class  of  men 
who  occupy  a  most  equivocal  position.  With 
their  lips  they  profess  adherence  to  the  Union, 
while  their  acts  give  countenance  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  rebellion.  Admitting  their  profes- 
sions ofabhorrence  of  secession  and  of  love  for  the 
Union,  do  they  act  wisely  even  for  themselves, 
in  so  loudly  and  constantly  denouncing  those  who 
are  charged  with  the  duty  of  carrying  on  the  war.' 
Is  there  not  danger  that  they  will  confound  the 
principal  and  the  agent,  and  by  perseverance  in 
their  denunciations  of  the  Administration,  the 
mere  instrument,  include  their  country  in  their 
maledictions.'  Let  them  remember  that  in  the 
exigencies  of  war  it  frequently  happens  that  there 
is  not  time  for  due  deliberation.  If  errors  have 
been  committed,  is  it  certain  that  they  proceeded 
from  unworthy  motives?  There  may  be  just  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  the  policy  those  charged 
with  the  administration  of  the  Governmentshould 
pursue  in  time  of  war,  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace, 
and  there  may  bo  acts  of  the  Government  at  any 
time  which  should  be  rebuked.  But  need  the 
rebuke  be  angry?  A 'man  may  with  propriety 
rebuke  his  friend,  but  will  the  rebuke  be  heeded 
if  the  friend  is  overwhelmed  with  calamity?  Will 
the  friendship  be  appreciated  which  seizes  such 
a  time  for  its  animadversions?  If  these  fault- 
finders have  ears  to  hear  let  them  hear  and  heed 
the  voice  that  is  everywhere  addressed  to  them 
from  the  true  friends  of  the  country,  and  is  daily 
growing  louder.  It  calls  upon  them  to  manifest 
their  own  respect  for  the  Constitution  by  cor- 
dially fostering  and  aiding  the  efforts  making  to 
maintain  and  vindicate  its  authority,  before  they 
assume  to  censure  those  who,  in  their  sincere  ef- 
forts to  save  the  country,  have,  as  their  censors 
allege,  exceeded  the  powers  itconfers  upon  them. 

I'hcre  is  another  class  of  persons  found  in  the 
border  States  whose  situation  is  peculiar  to  that 
region,  and  requires  not  only  consideration  but 
forbearance.  This  class  is  com|)osed  of  those 
firm  friends  of  the  Union  who  have  proved  their 


faith  by  their  works,  and  who  have  suffered  from 
this  evil  rebellion  and  are  suffering  still,  not  alone 
from  the  loss  of  property,  which  they  may  have 
endured  in  common  with  many  others,  but  in  a 
way  peculiar  to  themselves.  There  are  fathers 
of  this  class  whose  sons  in  defiance  of  their  au- 
thority have  left  their  hearth-stones  and  have 
joined  and  are  serving  in  the  rebel  armies.  Broth- 
ers have  encountered  brothers  on  the  battle-field, 
and  there  are  very  few  born  in  the  border  States 
who  have  not  near  connections  or  endeared  friends 
adhering  to  the  pseudo-confederacy.  Say  that 
they  should  renounce  all  affection  and  friendship 
for  these  traitors,  it  may  yet  be  pertinently  asked 
whether  the  heart-strings  can  be  rudely  disrupted 
without  suffering  amounting  in  some  cases  to  tor- 
ture. If  we  estimate  our  own  patriotism  by  what 
we  have  suffered  or  sacrificed  for  the  good  of  the 
common  cause,  shall  not  these  men  who  have  also 
suffered  and  sacrificed  as  we  have  not  been  called 
upon  to  do  be  entitled  to  the  consideration  and 
forbearance  I  have  invoked  in  their  behalf? 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  of  the  class  of  citi- 
zens of  whom  I  have  last  spoken  many  were 
slaveholders  at  the  time  they  were  called  upon  to 
take  part  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  this  unhappy 
controversy,  and  that  all  of  them  have  spent  their 
lifetimes  in  slaveholding  comrnunities.  They,  I 
speak  particularly  of  the  border  States,  had  not 
witnessed  the  cruelties  to  slaves  which  are  recited 
with  so  much  unction  at  gatherings  in  the  north- 
ern States,  save  as  very  exceptional  cases  prompt- 
ly punished  by  the  law  and  universally  con- 
demned by  public  opinion.  The  slaves  they  saw 
were  domestic  and  farm  servants,  treated  with 
much  kindness  and  consideration;  and  looking  at 
the  slavery  around  them  only  in  its  practical  as- 
pects and  considering  the  limited  capacities  of 
those  subject  to  it,  they  may  have  come  to  regard 
it  as  a  benignant  institution.  It  was  nevertheless 
this  class  of  men,  slaveholders  and  the  sons  of 
slaveholders,  who,  in  1832,  looking  at  the  moral 
and  political  aspects  of  the  case,  as  my  colleague 
showed  the  other  day  by  numerous  citations, 
made  a  nearly  successful  effort  to  inaugurate 
gradual  emancipation  in  Virginia,  while  the  tend- 
ency in  all  the  border  States  at  that  time  was  in 
the  same  direction. 

Thus  far  I  have  assumed  to  speak  for  the  bor- 
der States  generally,  and  trust  I  have  not  assumed 
too  much.  For  my  own  State  I  am  entitled  to 
speak,  not  only  as  a  witness  of  much  that  I  have 
related,  but  by  my  position  on  this  floor,  if 
indeed  West  Virginia  is  a  State  of  this  Union. 
That  having  been  denied,  1  shall  before  going  fur- 
ther make  this  the  opportunity  I  have  desired  ever 
since  I  first  occupied  this  seat,  to  prove  that  West 
Virginia  is  formally,  legally,  and  constitutionally, 
one  of  the  United  States  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States. 

It  was  denied  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Davis,]  who  I  regret  to  see  is  not  present, 
and  those  who  voted  with  him,  when  he  opposed 
the  admission  to  seats  on  this  floor  of  my  col- 
league and  myself,  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  such  Stateas  West Virgmia.  Idonotremem- 
ber  what  the  Senator  said  besides  on  that  occa- 
sion, nor  have  I  sought  for  the  record.  One  im- 
pression, derived  from  his  remarks  at  the  time, 
is  indelibly  fixed  on  my  mind,  namely,  that  the 
Senator  had  not  given  to  our  case  that  exhaust- 
ive examination  and  consideration  which  he  usu- 
ally devotes  to  the  subjects  of  the  speeches  with 
which  he  occasionally  refreshes  the  Senate.  I, 
however,  considered  it  a  very  unkind  cut;  not 
that  I  deemed  it  personal  to  myself,  or  that  it 
derived  any  aggravation  from  the  fact  that  it  ema- 
nated from  the  distinguished  Senator.  The  un- 
kind ness  consisted  in  this:  it  came  from  Ken- 
tucky, a  State  which  had  less  right  than  any  other 
to  be  over  particular  upon  the  subject.  Kentucky 
was  also  erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Vir- 
ginia; but  before  she  obtained  the  consent  of  that 
State  she  had,  in  defiance  of  her  authority,  as- 
sembled a  Legislature  and  organized  an  army 
with  the  view  of  fighting  her  way  into  the  Union. 
It  is  a  little  queer  that  the  elder  sister,  who  had  her- 
self snubbed  the  old  lady,  and,  resisting  the  mater- 
nal blandishments,  had  insisted  upon  setting  up 
housekeepin;;  for  herself,  should  be  tait  upon  the 
younger  for  following  at  a  modest  distance  in  her 
footsteps.  We  console  ourselves  with  the  reflec- 
tion that  caprice  is  a  characteristic  of  the  sex. 

The  Legislature  of  New  .Jersey,  I  am  informed, 
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some  time  since  ]iassed  a  resolution  nilveise  to 
the  admission  of  West  Virginia  into  the  Union 
as  ii  separate  State.  I  liave  not  seen  it,  and  con- 
sequently do  not  know  what  "  whereas"  is  the 
ground  of  her  objection,  and  can  only  conjecture 
it.  Considering  the  time  at  which  the  resolution 
was  passed,  and  that  the  majority  who  passed  it 
were  of  the  "  peace  at  any  price"  persuasion,  it 
may  be  tiiey  were  anxious  to  make  themselves 
friends  at  Richmond,  in  case  General  Lee  should 
penetrate  to  Trenton.  Or,  as  the  only  question 
connected  with  the  admission  of  West  Virginia 
is,  whet^ier  the  Legislature  of  the  reorganized 
government  of  Virginia  is  a  true  Legislature, 
tlie  peace  men  at  Trenton  may  have  imagined 
there  could  be  but  one  Legislature  in  a  State;  and 
as  they  were  disposed  to  recognize  that  at  Rich- 
mond, the  inference  was  easy  that  the  other  was 
spurious.  Possibly  they  claimed  and  exercised 
a  riglu  of  choice  as  arbitrary  as  that  accorded  to 
the  very  young  lady  who  visited  the  menagerie. 
Asking  which  was  tiie  elephant  and  which  the 
hyena,  the  polite  keeper  replied,  "Vitchever  you 
pleases,  my  little  dear;  you  pays  your  money  and 
you  takes  yowr  chice."  But,  on  the  whole,  it 
is  most  probable  they  were  governed  by  a  pre- 
cedent in  the  history  of  their  own  Stale.  There 
were  two  Legislatures  sitting  in  New  Jersey  for 
some  time  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
one  loyal  to  the  king  and  the  other  to  the  coun- 
try; and  the  peace  men,  like  their  Tory  prede- 
cessors, repudiated  that  whicli  represented  the 
country  and  favored  that  which  sought  its  over- 
tiirow.  This  may  be  only  another  instance  of 
feminine  caprice. 

But  the  unkindest  cut  of  all  has  been  given 
recently.  There  is  a  newspaper  published  at 
Boston  called  the  Commonwealth,  which  being 
somewhat  fast  itself,  agrees  witU the  national  ex- 
ecutive committee — that  vox  el  prmterea  nihil, 
saving  al  ways  the  Senator  from  Kan.sas — that  our 
worthy  President  is  too  slow.  It  is  transcendental, 
and,  like  several  of  its  fellows,  entirely  above  the 
weakness  of  believing  that  the  founder  of  Chris- 
tianity was  anything  better  than  a  young  man  of 
very  correct  morals,  endowed  with  the  same 
kind  and  possibly  no  greater  degree  of  inspira- 
tion than  one  of  its  own  literary  contributors 
of  a  school  as  difficult  to  interpret  as  any  of  the 
prophets.  It  is  besides  radical,  which  word  I 
use  "  pure  and  simple,"  because  until  a  degree  of 
comparison  above  the  superlative  is  invented,  it 
cannot  be  properly  characterized.  It  will  not  do 
to  call  it  transcenden tally  radical,  as  that  might  im- 
ply that  it  is  all  root,  and  furnishes  neither  food 
for  the  hungry  nor  shade  for  the  weary.  This 
Srtmenews|)aper,  Ijeinguninformed,  I  am  bound  to 
presume,  tiiat  the  reorganized  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  recommendation  of  the  reorganized 
Executivi;,  had  called  a  convention  to  abolish  sla- 
very throughout  tliat  State,  denounced  that  Le- 
gi.slaiurcas  a  "  b()gus"Lpgislature,  and  Governor 
Pierjjont  as  a  "  bogus"  Governor,  thus  abandon- 
ing its  usual  test  of  the  fitness  of  things,  and  at- 
tempting to  overthrow  the  very  foundation  on 
which  rests  the  sovereignly  and  autonomy  of 
West  Virginia,  which  liad  also  abolished  slavery. 
1  presume  that  when  the  worthy  Governor  first 
read  this  ungrateful  denunciation  by  the  Com- 
monwcalih,  he  thought  it  very  hard  of  that  paper, 
but  subsequent  reflection  must  have  convinced 
him  that  it  was  very  snft  of  it.  There  seems  to 
l)e  sonuMhing  of  the  old  feminine  in  this  case. 

Hut,  Mr.  President,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
whelh<!r  ericoumged  by  the  vaticinations  of  the 
Bostori  newspaper  or  not  I  cannot  say,  has,  within 
a  few  day.i,  returned  to  the  charge.  In  his  speech 
on  the  joint  restilution  proposing  to  amend  the 
Constitution,  nn  revised  for  the  Globe,  I  find  this 
language: 

"'I'liiy  [llic  I'rcsidi'iit  and  Congress]  .ifiVct  to  adlipic  to 
till'  Ciirins  <il'  the  C'oiislluitioii,  while  llii'y  iild^rly  (llsie;,'ar(l 
not.  only  lis  spirit  hut  aUo  ilH  cxpresa  provisioiis,  ami  all 
ilii:  liliiTly  anil  |iroli:clioii  which  it  assure:)  to  the  (-ilizcii. 
'I'hry  have  di-viscil  lh(j  hold(;st  and  nio.sl  rovolutioiiary 
mra.sur<:.-i  iMidir  Ihi;  guise  of  lawaiid  excculivcadiiiiiiisUa- 
lion  as  till;  uiaciiiMcry  of  their  oprTalioiis.  The  first  in 
linio  was  Ihi;  (.'rcellou  o("  West  Virginia  into  ii  new  Slalo, 
and  her  adinissioo  into  Ihe  (iniou  in  palpable  viulalimi  nl 
•An:  Con^tMUiioii,  so  adiniUed  and  av(j\viil  liy  many  ol  Ilieir 
loader.-;  hoili  in  and  onl  of  ('o]i;>rr.~s,  and  allempled  lo  he 
justified  liy  ihein  on  the  Kronnil  lliat  Ihe  coiuilry  was  in  a 
HtillP  ol'  re.hellion  anil  revolution,  and  the  (.'oiisiliulion  ol' 
no  obligaiioii  whatever.  'J'he  I're.-idi.nl  look  the  ollieial 
opinion  ol'  tin:  Alliuney  General,  which  was  lliat  the  mca.s 
lire  wan  wlthou:  con.'^tltulloiial  aiilhorlly,  nnri  yrt  lie  ap- 
proved if." 


So  far  the  Senator  from  Kentucky;  and  I  may 
Bay  here  tliat  it  was  my  intention  to  reply  to  those 
remarks  during  that  debate,  but  the  anxiety  of 
Senators  to  pass  the  joint  resolution  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  induced  me  to  defer  it, 
and  I  therefore  ask  tlie  indulgence  of  the  Senate 
in  noticing  it  here. 

Wiiat  may  have  been  "  admitted  and  avowed" 
or  "  attempted  to  be  justified  "  by  the  leading  or 
other  friends  of  the  Administration,  "  both  in  and 
out  of  Congress,"  of  course  I  cannot  say.  That 
"the  President  took  the  official  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General,"  as  such,  I  think  is  not  true. 
The  President  in  the  exercise  of  a  constitutional 
prerogative  called  for  the  opinions  in  writing  of 
his  Cabinet,  and  they  were  given.  The  Attor- 
ney General  is  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  but  his 
opinion  in  that  capacity  would  not  probably  be 
confined  to  the  question  of  constitutionality,  but 
would  embrace  considerations  of  expediency  as 
well.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  becoming  to 
say  here,  from  indirect  inforiiiation,  how  the 
Cabinet  was  divided  on  the  question  of  the  ad- 
mission of  West  Virginia,  or  what  were  the  views 
of  individual  members.  1  may  say,  however, 
with  entire  respect  for  the  member  named,  that 
when  the  project  of  erecting  West  Virginia  was 
first  broached  in  the  Wheeling  convention  he 
wrote  a  letter,  which  has  been  published,  in  re- 
ply to  one  from  a  member  of  that  body,  in  which 
he  as  certainly  misconceived  what  was  proposed 
as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  now  misconceives 
what  has  been  done.  In  tlie  course  of  the  re- 
marks I  propose  to  make  I  expect  to  show  con- 
clusively that  the  President  and  Congress  were 
justified  in  admitting  West  Virginia,  as  well  on 
constitutional  grounds  as  on  considerations  of 
expediency,  and  that  the  events  wiiich  made  it 
possil)le  at  that  time  were  not  revolutionary,  but 
emphatically  anti-revolutionary. 

In  noticiiig  some  innoccuous  flings  at  West  Vir- 
ginia, I  said,  and  now  seriously  repeat,  that  the 
only  question  to  be  determined  in  order  to  estab- 
lish the  constitutionality  of  the  formation  and 
erection  of  that  State  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Virginia,  and  her  admission  as  one  of  the  United 
States  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
is  whether  the  Legislature  which  gave  its  consent 
to  such  formation  and  erection  was  the  true  Le- 
gislature of  Virginia. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  (article 
four,  section  three)  reads  as  follows: 

"  New  States  may  be  admitted  hy  the  Congress  into  this 
Union  ;  but  no  new  State  shall  be  t'onned  or  erected  within 
the  jurisdiction  ol"  any  other  State,  nor  any  State  he  formed 
hy  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or  parts  of  States, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  con- 
cerned, as  well  as  of  the  Congress." 

That  this  section  permits  a  new  State  to  be 
formed  or  erected  witliin  the  jurisdiction  of  an- 
other State  is  evident  from  the  remark  of  Mr. 
Madison  in  the  forty-third  number  of  the  Feder- 
alist,where,  commcntingon  the  wordsju.'^i  quoted, 
he  says  that  "  the  particular  precaution  against 
the  erection  of  new  States,  by  the  partition  of  a 
State  without  its  consent,  quiets  the  jealousy  of 
the  larger  States,  as  that  of  the  smaller  is  quieted 
by  a  like  precaution  against  a  junction  of  States 
without  tlieir  consent."  Tliis  interpretation  is 
confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  Stales  of  Vermont, 
Kentucky,  and  Maine,  each  previously  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  another  State,  have,  at  difl'ereiit 
periods,  been  admitted  into  the  Union. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  only  constitutional  pro- 
visions in  reference  to  the  formation  or  erection 
of  a  new  State  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another 
State  are,  that  the  Legislature  of  the  latter  shall 
consent  to  sucli  formaiion  or  erection,  and  that  the 
proposed  State  shall  be  admitlcd  into  the  Union 
by  Congress.  West  Virginia  was  admitted  into 
the  Union,  on  certain  condition.s,  by  an  act  of 
Congress  approved  December  31,  18G2,  whicli 
conditions  were  complied  wiiji,  as  appears  by  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  ol'the  United  States, 
dated  on  the  19ih  day  of  April,  ]B()3.  The  ques- 
tion remain.«i,  whether  the  L(;gislature  of  Virginia 
gave  the  requisite  consent. 

It  is  unquestionable  that  a  legislative  body  sit- 
ting at  Wheeling  gave  such  consent,  and  that  it 
had  been  recognized  an  the  true  Legislature  of 
Virginia  by  the  Executive  of  llie  United  Stales, 
and  is  so  recognized  in  ihe  proMinblc  of  tin;  act  ot' 
udmission  above  referred  lo.  Kroni  the  decision 
of  the  Su[)ieme  Court  of  the  United  Stales  in  the 
Rhode  Island  case,  (Luilieir.s.  Hordeii,  7  Howard, 


page  42,)  it  appears  that  such  recognition  is  sufK- 
cient  to  determine  whether  a  body"claiming  to  be 
the  Legislature  of  a  State  is  a  true  and  constitu- 
tional Legi.slature.  The  Chief  Justice,  in  deliver- 
ing his  opinion  in  that  case,  indicates  that  the 
question  is  in  its  nature  political  and  not  judicial; 
and  after  citing  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution,  whicli  provides  tliat 
the  United  Slates  shall  guaranty  to  every  State 
in  the  Union  a  republican  form  of  government  and 
protect  each  of  them  from  invasion  and  against 
domestic  violence,  remarks  as  follows:    • 

"Under  tills  clause  of  the  Constitution  it  rests  with 
Congress  to  decide  what  government  is  the  established  one 
in  a  State.  For,  as  the  United  Stales  guaranty  to  each 
State  a  republican  form  of  government.  Congress  must  ne- 
cessarily (lecide  what  government  is  established  in  the  State 
before  it  can  determine  wheilier  it  is  republican  or  not. 
And  when  the  Senators  and  Representatives  ofaStateare 
admitted  into  the  councils  of  the  Union,  the  authority  of 
the  government  under  which  they  are  appointed,  as  well  as 
its  republican  cliaiaeter,  is  recognized  by  the  proper  con- 
stitutional authority,  and  its  decision  is  binding  on  every 
other  department  of  the  Government,  and  could  not  be 
questioned  in  a  judicial  tribunal." 

My  present  argument  is  intended  to  prove  that 
the  Legislature  constituting  part  of  the  reorgan- 
ized government  of  Virginia  was  and  is  a  true 
Legislature.  It  was  recognized  as  such  by  Con- 
gress when  Senators  elected  by  it  and  Represent- 
atives chosen  by  the  people  under  its  authority 
were  admitted  to  seats  in  the  two  Houses  of  that 
body.  It  received  a  further  recognition  when  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  West  Virginia 
were  also  admitted.  The  recognition  by  Con- 
gress, therefore,  of  the  reorganized  government 
of  Virginia,  including,  of  course,  its  Legislature, 
is  full,  ample,  and  unequivocal. 

And  here  I  might  with  propriety  rest  the  case; 
but  charges  and  insinuations  have  been  and  are 
constantly  made  by  many  who,  I  am  in  charity 
bound  to  suppose,  do  so  in  ignorance  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  and  not  from  invidious 
motives.  Congress  needs  no  vindication  at  my 
hands  of  this  exercise  of  its  high  prerogative;  but 
for  the  sake  of  my  own  patriotic  people  I  desire 
to  show  that  the  recognition  was  not  a  party  meas- 
ure, and  was  not  made  to  secure  support  for  the 
Administration.  The  power  to  recognize  there- 
organized  government  of  Virginia,  being  reposed 
by  the  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  itsexercise  was  required  notmerely 
as  an  actofjustice  to  the  loyal  citizens'of  Virginia, 
but  by  the  highest  considerations  of  national 
policy.  But,  sir,  I  do  wish  to  vindicate  those 
who  were  the  actors  in  the  reorganization  of  the 
governmcni  of  Virginia,  to  show  that  they  were 
ready  at  nil  times  to  give  a  reason  for  the  faith 
that  was  in  them,  that  every  step  they  took  was 
only  taken  after  due  deli  be  ration  aiiQ  investigalion, 
and  that  all  their  proceedings  in  the  very  difficult 
circumstances  in  which  they  found  themselves 
placed  were  formal,  legal,  antl  constitutional,  and 
were  characterized  by  moderation  and  a  proper 
sense  of  justice  toward  all  who  were  to  bcallected 
by  them. 

Although  this  vindication  is  directly  connected 
with  the  staple  of  the  argument  1  proposed  to 
make  on  certain  measures  now  jieiiding  in  both 
Houses,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  wliile  I 
narrate  as  briefly  as  possible  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances which  both  produced  and  justified  the 
reorganization.  As  that  solemn  act  was  intended 
to,  and  did  in  fact,  include  the  whole  Slate  ofVir- 
ginia,  I  leave  out  of  consideration,  for  the  present 
at  least,  all  grievances  not  directly  connected  with 
the  so-called  secession  of  the  State. 

In  December,  1860,  after  some  of  the  ]ilanting 
States  had  passed  their  s(C(;ssion  ordinances,  the 
then  Governor  of  Virginia  issued  his  proclama- 
tion convening  the  Legislature  in  extra  session 
early  in  January,  18G1.  On  the  ]4ih  of  that  month 
the  Legislature  passed  an  act  |iroviding  for  the 
election  on  the  4tli  day  of  Feliruary  following  of 
delegates  to  a  convention  to  assemble  at  Rich- 
mond on  the  13ih  day  of  the  same  month,  "to 
adopt  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  expedient 
for  the  welfare  of  the  CommonweMlih."  'I'he  Le- 
gislature also  jiassed,  on  the  19th  of  January,  an 
act  authorizing  the  several  counties  and  incorpo- 
rated cities  and  towns  to  arm  their  militia;  on 
the  25lh  an  ae.t  lo  create  an  ordnance  deparlniiMit; 
and  on  the  :;29th  an  act  appro|niatiiig  «iJl,000,00l) 
for  the  defense  ofthe  Commonwealth.  They  also 
passed  joint  resolutions,  on  the  8ih  of  January, 
agaiii.<?i  the  coercion  of  n  State;  on  the  19th,  in- 
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viting;  the  other  States  to  send  commissioners  to 
meet,  commissioners  on  tlie  part  of  Virginia,  (the 
peace  congress,)  in  the  preamble  of  which  they 
speak  of  averting  so  "  dire  a  calamity"  as  the 
dissolution  of  the  Union;  and  on  the  21st  concern- 
ing the  position  of  Virginia  in  the  event  of  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  which  was  to  be  with  the 
slnveholding  States.  In  all,  they  passed  three 
hundred  and  seven  acts  and  joint  resolutions, 
mostly  on  the  ordinary  subjects  of  legislation, 
adjourning  on  the  4th  of  April;  proof,  I  think,  that 
they  did  not  believe  that  the  threatened  secession 
would  be  consummated. 

The  election  for  delegates  to  the  convention 
was  duly  held,  and  that  body  assembled  on  the 
appointed  day.  A  large  majority  of  the  :'^  who 
had  run  as  anti-secession  candidates  were  elet^od. 
The  act  calling  the  convention  provided  that  a 
separate  poll  should"  be  opened  at  the  election  for 
delegates  "  to  take  the  sense  of  the  qualified  voters 
as  to  whether  any  action  of  said  convention  dis- 
solving our  connection  with  the'  Federal  Union 
or  changing  the  organic  law  of  the  State  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  people  for  ratification  or  re- 
jection." The  votes  "  for  referring  to  the  people" 
were  in  number  100,536,  and  "against  referring 
to  the  people,"  55,375,  being  a  clear  majority  of 
45,161  for  referring.  The  convention  sat  daily, 
but  no  ordinance  was  passed  for  more  than  two 
months.  On  the  17th  of  April  the  so-called  "  seces- 
sion ordinance"  was  adopted.  Itisentitled  "an 
ordinance  to  repeal  the  ratification  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  the 
State  of  Virginia,  and  to  resume  all  the  rights  and 
powers  granted  under  said  Constitution."  It  de- 
clares and  ordains  that  the  ratifying  ordinance  of 
the  convention  of  1788,  and  also  all  acts  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  ratifying  or  adopting  amendments 
thereto,  are  thereby  repealed  and  abrogated;  that 
the  union  between  Virginia  and  the  other  States  is 
thereby  dissolved;  that  the  State  is  "in  the  full 
possession  and  exercise  of  all  the  rights  of  sov- 
ereignty which  belong  and  appertain  to  afreeand 
independent  State,"  and  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  is  no  longer  bindi)Tg  on  any  of 
her  citizens.  The  ordinance  was  to  take  effect 
and  be  an  act  of  the  day  of  its  passage  when  rati- 
fied by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  tiie  people  of 
the  State  cast  at  a  poll  to  be  taken  thereon,  on 
the  fourth  Thursday  in  May  then  next,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  schedule  thereafter  to  be  enacted. 
The  schedule,  adopted  on  the  24th  of  the  same 
month,  accordingly  provides  for  submitting  the 
question  to  the  people,  and  suspends  and  pro- 
hibits until  otherwise  ordained  the  election  for 
Representatives  in  Congress  usually  held  on  that 
day. 

On  the  25th  of  April  they  passed  an  ordinance 
ratifying  the  convention  entered  into  between  Vir- 
ginia and  the  so-called  confederate  States,  for  a 
temporary  union  with  said  States,  under  the  pro- 
visional government  adopted  by  the  latter.  This 
convention  or  agreement  provides,  that  until  the 
union  of  Virginia  with  the  said  States  is  perfected, 
and  she  shall  become  a  member  of  the  confed- 
eracy, "  the  whole  military  force  and  military  op- 
erations, offensive  and  defensive,  of  said  Common- 
wealth, in  the  impending  conflict  with  the  United 
States,  shall  be  under  the  chiefcontrol  and  direc- 
tion of  the  president  of  said  confederate  States;" 
and  that  upon  the  adoption  of  a  permanent  con- 
stitution by  the  said  States,  and  Virginia  becom- 
ing a  member  of  the  confederacy,  the  former  will 
"  turn  over"  to  the  latter  "  all  the  public  prop- 
erty, naval  stores,  and  munitions  of  war,  &c., 
she  may  then  be  in  possession  of,  acquiretl  from 
the  United  States."  There  is  no  provision  in  the 
ordinance  ratifying  thisconvention.for  submitting 
it  to  the  people,  nor  was  it  ever  so  submitted. 

On  the  ne.xt  day  another  ordinance  was  passed, 
adopting  and  ratifying  "  the  constitution  of  the 
provisional  goverimienl  of  the  confederate  States 
of  America."  Thi.s  was  not  directed  to  bo  sub- 
mitted to  the  people,  but  it  was  provided  that  it 
should  cease  to  have  any  legal  operation  or  cfl'ect, 
if  the  secession  ordinance  was  rejected. 

On  the  same  day  an  ordinance  to  amend  the 
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State  constitution  was  adopted,  striking  from  that 
instrument  the  provisions  which  exempted  slaves 
undertwelv.0  years  ofage  from  taxation,  and  made 
the  tax  on  slaves  above  that  age  the  same  as  that 
on  5i300  worth  of  land.  This  was  intended  to 
gild  the  nauseous  pill  of  secession,  and  was  di- 
rected to  be  submitted  to  the  people  on  the  same 
day  as  the  secession  ordinance.  I  am  proud  to 
say,  Mr.  President,  that  almost  everywhere  in 
Western  Virginia  the  loyal  people  refused  to  vote 
for  or  against  thla  palpable  bribe.  Cerberus  did 
not  like  the  sop. 

i  will  only  notice  further  that  on  the  1st  of  May 
folfowing  an  ordinance  was  passed  releasing  the 
officers,  civil  and  military,  and  the  people  gener- 
ally of  the  State,,"  from  any  and  all  oaths  which 
they  may  have  taken  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  late  Confederacy,  known  as  the  United 
States  of  America."  These  are  the  very  words 
of  the  ordinance,  and  it  should  be  observed  that 
this  was  before  the  question  of  secession  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  people.  This  ordinance  was  never 
so  submitted. 

Having  briefly  referred  to  several  ordinances  of 
the  convention,  which  with  otiiersi  have  omitted 
to  notice  all  tended  to  one  result,  I  will  proceed 
to  consider  the  most  important  more  at  length, 
and  will  first  refer  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  seces.sion  ordinance  was  passed  and  rat- 
ified, if  ratified  it  was.  It  being  known  that  a 
large  majority  of  the  delegates  to  the  convention 
were  anti-secessionists  when  elected,  the  hall 
where  they  held  their  sessions  v.'as  almost  be- 
sieged by  a  set  of  rufJians,  mostly  from  more 
southern  States,  many  of  them  slave-traders,  a 
class  previously  despised  even  in  Richmond,  who 
probably  felt  that  their  craft  was  in  danger.  Every 
art  of  intimidation  was  practiced  by  these  new 
actors  on  the  stage  of  Virginia  politics.  The  mem- 
bers disposed  to  be  faithful  to  the  Union  were  in- 
sulted and  spit  upon  from  the  galleries,  and  mobbed 
and  assaulted  on  leaving  the  hall,  as  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  and  my  colleague  can  testify.  How 
many  yielded  to  these  intimidations  may  never  be 
known,  as  they  naturally  assigned  other  reasons 
for  their  change  of  front.  The  result  was  that  the 
majority  was  altered,  those  holding  fast  their  in- 
tegrity for  the  most  part  representing  the  coun- 
ties now  included  in  West  Virginia,  and  being 
about  one  third  of  the  whole  number  voting. 

At  very  many  of  the  polls,  also,  intimidation 
was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  long  before  the 
election  Virginia  was  as  nearly  out  of  the  Union 
as  she  ever  has  been.  In  nearly  every  county, 
except  those  in  the  northwest,  under  the  excite- 
ment created  by  the  John  Brown  raid,  a  military 
force  had  been  organized  in  the  interestof  the  se- 
cessionists, and  the  county  authorities  generally 
were  their  partisans.  Threats  of  what  would  be 
done  to  those  who  dared  to  adhere  to  the  Union 
v/ere  loudly  uttered  everywhere,  and  even  judges 
in  their  charges  to  grand  juries  talked  of  prose- 
cutions for  treason.  Shortly  before  the  election, 
a  letter,  written  by  the  notorious  James  M.  Ma- 
son, was  published  over  his  signature  and  widely 
circulated,  in  which  it  was  plainly  said  that  all 
who  voted  against  secession  would  be  compelled 
to  leave  the  State.  Confederate  troops  from  South 
Carolina  and  Mississippi  were  thrown  into  various 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  and,  with  the  local 
forces,  both  before  and  at  the  election,  openly 
menaced  all  who  should  dare  to  oppose  their 
views.  Many  true  Union  men  fled,  some  con- 
cealed themselves,  others  forbore  to  vote;  but  in 
•almost  every  county  of  the  west,  and  in  some,  at 
least,  of  the  east,  some  bolder  spirits  cast  their 
viva  voce  votes  against  secession. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  rebel  Governor, 
more  than  two  months  afterwards,  issued  his  proc- 
lamation claiming  a  considerable  majority  forse- 
cesaion.  I  leave  it  to  Senators  and  the  country 
to  say  whether,  under  the  system  of  intimidation 
I  have  attempted  to  describe,  the  secession  ordi- 
nance can  be  fairly  said  to  have  been  ratified  by 
the  voters  of  Virginia.  Long  before  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  holding  the  election  the  leader.^  in  the 
secession  movement  had  c6ntr6l  of  every  depart- 
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ment  of  the  State  government,  including  the  mili- 
tary. Their  creatures  filled  every  important  of- 
fice in  the  counties,  especially  those  appertaining 
to  the  administration  of  justice.  They  had  pre- 
pared for  the  events  they  were  hastening  by  so 
arranging  things  that  in  a  large  majority  of  the 
counties  organized  opposition  to  their  machina- 
tions was  impossible.  Many  hoped  until  the 
last  that  the  vote  would  beagaint  secession.;  but 
if  it  had,  it  would  not  have  delayed  for  one  mo- 
ment the  rapid  strides  with  which  that  iniquitjj 
was  advancing. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  how  far  prac- 
tical secession  had  progressed,  not  only  before 
the  election,  but  actually  before  the  secession  or- 
dinance was  passed.  Two  days  previous  to  the 
latter  event,  the  troops  destined  to  seize  the  na- 
tional armory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  to  obstruct 
the  entrance  to  the  Gosport  navy-yard,  were  on 
the  way  to  those  places.  There  was  no  act  ofthe 
Legislature  or  ordinance  of  the  convention  to  au- 
thorize these  movements;  buta supple  Executive, 
who  had  mouthed  his  professions  of  Unionism  as 
long  as  he  dared,  had  practically  surrendered  his 
authority  to  a  military  committee  appointed  by  the 
ia'ier.  The  convention,  in  the  mean  time,  "was 
deliuerating  with  closed  doors  what  part  they 
would  recommend  the  State  to  take  in  the  impend- 
ing contest,  for  that  was  the  ex  tent  of  their  author- 
ity, as  their  acts  until  ratified  by  the  people  were 
of  no  force.  Whoever,  therefore,  had  assumed 
to  inaugurate  v/ar  with  the  United  States  by  set- 
ting these  troops  in  motion,  whether  they  had  or 
had  not  been  previously  clothed  with  any  legal 
authority,  had  palpably  usurped  the  government 
ofthe  State. 

It  is  manifest  that  by  the  very  terms'of  the  se- 
cession ordinance  the  Constitution  ofthe  United 
States  was  acknowledged  to  be  iti  force  in  Vir- 
ginia until  the  ratification  of  that  instrument  by  a 
majority  of  the  voters,  and  that  consequently  and 
because  the  people  by  a  very  heavy  majority  had 
decided  that  "no  action  ofthe  convention  dis- 
solving the  connection  of  Virginia  with  the  Fed- 
eral Union,  or  changing  the  organic  law  of  the 
State,"  should  have  any  force  or  effect  without 
theirratification,.the  ordinances  ratifying  the  con- 
vention with  the  pseudo-confederate  States,  and 
that  adopting  their  constitution,  althougli  the  op- 
eration of  the  latter  was  to  depend  on  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  secession  ordinance,  were  absolutely 
null  and  void  in  their  inception,  so  that  not  even 
a  vote  of  the  people  could  give  them  any  force  or 
effect.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
(article  one,  section  ten)  provides  that 

"No  State  shuU  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  con- 
federation." 

And  again,  that 

"No  State  sliall,  witliouttlie  consent  of  Conijress,"  * 
*  *  *  "  eiiterintoany  ai!reernentorcoinpact\vitll 
another  State,  or  with  a  foregn  Power." 

I  now  proceed  to  show,  and  will  be  so  pre- 
sumptuous as  to  ask  the  particular  attention  of 
the  Senate  for  a  few  minutes,  that  the  so-called 
secession  ordinance,  by  what  it  asserts  and  more 
by  what  it  omits,  does  in  fact,  and  almost  form- 
ally and  in  terms,  concede  that  there  is  no  such 
right  as  that  of  separate  State  secession.  It  will 
be  readily  acknowledged  that  if  those  who  assert 
a  right  rest  its  vindication  on  a  single  foundation, 
and  that  foundation  utterly  fails  to  support  it,  they 
do  impliedly  and  in  fact  atlmit  that  such  alleged 
right  has  no  existence.  This  remark  is  only  the 
more  apposite  when  applied  to  those  who,  like 
our  former  brethren  of  eastern  Virginia,  claim  to 
have  been  born  with  peculiar  capacities  for  legis- 
lation, and  to  have  devoted  the  ample  leisure  af- 
forded them  by  their  "peculiar  institution"  to 
perfecting  themselves  in  that  which  to  all  others 
is  a  somewhat  abstruse  science.  But  cheaply  as 
1  hold  these  "  new  lights"  of  Virginia,  I  yield  to 
none  in  reverence  for  her  statesmen  of  the  revo- 
lutionary period,  or  in  appreciation  of  their  labors. 
It  is  by  the  work  of  those  giants  that  1  expect  to 
convict  the  pigmies  of  to-day. 

1  have  already  stated  that  the  secession  ordi- 
nance purports  by  its  title  to  be  an  ordinance  to 
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lepoiil  tlie  ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  by  Virginia,  and  to  resume  all  the 
rights  and  powers  thereby  granted.  That  ratifi- 
cation, adopted  on  the  2oth  of  June,  1788,  wiiich 
has  been  printed  with  every  code  of  Virginia  since 
issued,  and  which  must  be  allowed  to  liave  for 
Virginia  all  the  sacred ness  and  force  of  a  funda- 
mental or  organiclaw,  declares  and  makes  known 
"  that  the  powers  grunted  under  the  Constitution 
beingderived  from  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
may  be  resumed  by  them  whensoever  the  same 
shall  be  perverted  to  tlicir  injury  or  oppression." 
I  call  attention  to  the  remarkable  precision  of  this 
language.  It,  asserts,  first,  that  in  a  single  con- 
tingency, which  it  plainly  indicates,  the  powers 
granted  under  the  Constitution  may  be  resunu-d. 
It  a!?serts,  secondly,  that  in  such  contingency, 
sucli  powers  being  derived  from,  may  be  resumed 
by,  the  people  of  the  United  States.  If  there  is 
any  other  interpretation  of  which  the  words  I  have 
quoted  are  susceptible,  I  am  unable  to  perceive 
it.  Under  a  common  rule  of  interpretation,  the 
phrase  quoted  may  be  said  to  affirm  that  the 
powers  granted  can  be  resumed  only  by  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  not  by  the  peo- 
ple of  any  one,  two,  three,  or  more  States,  or  any 
other  portion  of  them  less  than  the  constitutional 
majority  of  States.  I  fearlessly  assert,  that  not 
only  upon  the  ground  that  the  ratification  was  an 
organic  law  of  Virginia,  but  also  on  the  ground 
that  the  convention  in  adoptitig,and,  if  you  please, 
liie  people  in  ratifying,  t lie  secession  ordinance,  by 
giving  it  the  form  of  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  ratifica- 
tion, acknowledged  themselves  bound  until  such 
repeal  by  all  that  the  latter  contained,  and  conse- 
quently acknowledged  the  unconstitutioiialiiy  and 
illegality,  under  both  the  organic  law  of  the  Union 
and  that  of  their  own  State,  of  the  act  they  were 
about  to  perpetrate. 

But  it  seems  that  these  Virginia  secessionists 
were  anxious  to  find,  in  the  lov/est  depth  of  deg- 
radation into  which  they  had  not  only  voluntarily 
but  exultingly  plunged,  a  lower  deep.  Senators 
will  wonder,  if  the  conclusion  from  the  act  of 
ratification  is  as  1  have  stated,  why  its  repeal 
should  have  been  resorted  to  as  the  mode  of  inau- 
gurating secession.  The  convention  had  incu- 
bated the  ordinance  for  nine  long  weeks,  and  it 
must  be  that  when  the  young  buzzard  chipped  the 
shell  there  was  something  about  him  displeasing 
to  the  eyes  of  his  partial  parents.  Certainly  the 
outsiders  in  Virginia,  even  those  who  had  most 
impatiently  awaited  the  hatching,  were  not  per- 
mitted to  see  or  handle  him  for  many  days  after- 
wards; while  the  fact  that  he  Was  hatched  was 
triumphantly  telegraphed  to  other  seceding  States. 
It  is  probable  that,  in  the  interval,  the  supposed 
deformity  svas  removed  by  the  excision  of  apart, 
the  loss  of  which  those  who  had  "  looked  and 
longed  and  wished  and  grieved"  for  his  appear- 
ance failed  to  perceive,  but  which  the  judicious 
may  think  aggravates  liis  ugliness. 

But,  sir,  badinage  apart,  will  it  be  believed  that 
the  secession  ordinance  pretending  to  recite  the 
act  of  ratification  leaves  out  some  most  important 
words,  the  very  words  which  most  jilainly  and 
indubitably  condemn  its  framcrsand  supporters? 
The  f)rearnUle  to  the  ordinance  is  in  the  following 
words,  and  that  there  may  be  no  mistake,  I  read 
from  the  official  publication  issued  at  Richmond 
in  1861,  and  bearing  the  imprint  of  "  William  F. 
Ritchie,  public  printer:" 

"  The  people  of  Virginia,  in  their  ratification  o("  tlin  Cnii- 
Ktitiitlon  ofilic  LTnited  States  of  America,  adopted  liy  tliom 
in  convention  on  Die  25lli  day  of  Jnne  in  tlie  year  of  onr 
Ijord  1788,  liavini;  declared  that  the  powers  granted  nnder 
liic  Raid  Conslitntion  were  derived  from  tlie  peopk;  of  the 
IJtdlcd  States  and  niij^lu  he  resumed  wliensoever  the  same 
hhould  be  perverted  to  their  injury  and  oppression  ;  and  tlie 
Federal  Governnieru  iMViiii!  pcrvt'rted  said  powers,  not 
only  to  the  injury  ol  ilie  piuph-  ol  Virginia,  hut  to  the  op- 
pression ol'thc  sontlierji  slavelioldln^  Slates:  Now,  lliete- 
fore,"  &c. 

A.s  the  omission  may  not  be  readily  perceived 
by  those  v/ho  have  not  both  instruments  before 
Miem,  I  will  state  that  the  act  of  ratification  says 
iluvt  "  the  flowers  granted  under  the  Constitution 
l<eing  derived  from  tlie  people  of  the  United  Ulates, 
may  be  resumed  bi/ //iciii  whensoever,"  &c.  The 
M'cession  orduiance  omits  the  words  "by  iIk.mii." 
I'hese  words  may  not  be  absnlutely  essential  to 
a  correct  interpretation  of  the  act  of  ratificalion, 
but  they  riMidiT  its  meaning  unequivocal.  I  am 
at  a  loss  for  language  strong  enough  to  charac- 
lerize  tiic  bascneaa  of  this  act.  Had  the  right  to 
vi  rcdc  been  undttniubie,   ull    right-minded    men 


would  have  approached  its  exercise  with  the  most 
solemn  feelings,  among  wliich  would  have  been 
a  sincere  desire  to  justify  it  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  and  regret  for  the  necessity  which,  in  their 
opinion,  demanded  it.  But  what  shall  we  say  of 
those  who,  admitting  by  their  own  lying  ordi- 
nance that  secession  was  unjustifiable,  persevered 
in  their  iniquity  to  the  extent  of  making  war  not 
only  against  the  citizens  of  other  States,  but 
against  those  of  their  own .'  What  shall  we  say  of 
those  to  whom,  in  a  dreadful  crisis,  it  had  been 
committed  to  indicate  the  course  the  State  should 
pursue,  who  could  impose  so  wicked  and  dis- 
iionorablea  deception  on  those  who  had  confided 
in  them?  What  shall  we  say  of  those  who  ap- 
pealed so  often  to  State  pride  and  State  attach- 
ment to  adhere  to  lier  under  all  circumstances, 
doing  an  act  more  disgraceful  to  the  State,  if  they 
may  be  considered  her  representatives,  and  au- 
thorized to  speak  for  her,  than  any  which  stains 
the  history  of  nations?  Sir,  it  has  appeared 
throughout  the  already  long  history  of  secession, 
that  the  one  great  perjury  of  renouncing  alle- 
giance to  the  Government  of  their  country  has  so 
poisoned  the  very  souls  of  these  men  that  they 
hesitate  at  nothing  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  crime 
if  it  will  serve  the  purpose  of  the  moment. 

Rut  there  is  upon  the  face  of  this  secession 
ordinance  another  gross  and  palpable  lie.  The  act 
of  ratification  gave  as  the  one  only  cause  justify- 
ing the  resumption  by  tiie  whole  people  of  the 
United  States  of  the  powers  granted  under  the  Con- 
stitution, that  these  powers  should  be  perverted 
to  their  injury  or  oppression.  The  ordinance  does 
allege  that  these  powers  had  been  perverted  by 
the  Federal  Government,  "  not  only  to  the  injury 
of  the  people  of  Virginia,  but  to  the  oppression 
of  the  southern  slaveholding  States."  But  there 
is  no  specification  of  the  alleged  injury  and  op- 
pression, and  we  have,  if  our  own  knowledge  of 
the  facts  is  not  sufficient,  the  testimony  of  Alex- 
ander H.  Stephens  and  other  influential  secession- 
ists, that  there  has  been  no  such  injury  and  op- 
pression on  the  [lart  of  the  Federal  Government. 
And  yet  this  lying  ordinance  is  the  pretense  and 
the  instrument  by  which  so  much  misery  has 
been  inflicted  upon  Virginia,  and,  I  may  add, 
upon  the  country,  for  1  verily  believe  that  but 
for  the  encouragement  given  by  these  liars  in  her 
name  and  as  her  act  to  more  southern  traitors, 
secession  would  never  have  raised  its  head,  and 
but  for  her  accession  to  the  rebellion,  effected  by 
these  liars,  there  would  have  been  no  years  of  a 
war  unexampled  in  ihe  history  of  mankind. 

And  now,  sir,  1  ask  the  Senatorfrom  Kentucky, 
I  ask  the  friends  of  republican  government  every- 
where, what  it  became  the  loyal  people  of  Vir- 
ginia to  do  under  these  aggravated  usurpations 
of  their  just  authority?  Was  that  honorable 
Senator  only  facetious  the  other  day  when  he 
spokeof  the  three  Legislaturessitting  in  what, by 
ignoring  the  existence  of  West  Virginia  as  a  sep- 
arate State,  he  called  Virginia  ?  Did  he  mean  to 
imply  tliat  the  so-called  Legislature  which  still 
convenes  at  Richmond,  doing  the  behests  of  that 
other  pseudo-government  which  has  taken  tem- 
porary lodgings  in  the  same  city,  could  be  the 
true  Legislature  of  Virginia  even  if  the  others  were 
defunct?  With  his  keen  perception  and  appre- 
ciation of  infractions  of  the  Constitution  and  vio- 
lations of  po[)ular  rights,  would  he  not  have  ad- 
vised the  loyal  people  to  "revolt"  against  those 
who  were  perverting  the  powers  with  wliich  they 
claimed  to  be  invested  tb  their  injury  and  o[i|)res- 
sion;  giving  to  the  word  "  revolt"  not  his  own 
mild  interpretation,  but  the  sterner  meaning  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wilson?] 
Woidd  not  he,  had  he  been  one  of  iheni,  have 
shouldered  hismusket,  as  hedid  most  honorably 
;ind  patriotically  in  behalf  of  the  Unicjn,  at  an 
early  stage  of  this  wii^ked  rebellion?  So  great  is 
my  respect  for  the  honorable  Seimlor  from  Ken- 
lucky  that  1  have  already  expressed  my  belief 
that  he  is  incorrectly  informc'd  as  to  what  the  loyal 
citizens  of  Virginia  did  do,  of  their  reasons  for 
doing  itjOrofthe  manner  in  which  it  was  done. 
I  therefore  hope  to  be  indulged  in  a  few  remarks 
upon  these  topica. 

Immediately  after  it  became  publicly  known 
that  ihe  secession  ordinance  had  passed  in  secret 
session  on  the  17th  of  April,  1861,  a  meciing 
was  held  in  Harrison  county  at  the  instance  of 
the  present  Senator  from  Virginia,  who  appointed 
dcieguivi  to  u  convcniiun  to  bo  liuld  at  the  city  of 


Wheeling  on  the  13th  of  May  then  next,  and  in- 
vited the  northwestern  counties,  supposed  to  be 
the  only  portion  of  the  State  not  under  the  im- 
mediate military  rule  of  the  secession  faction,  to 
be-  represented  there.  The  invitation  was  ac- 
cepted; and  delegates  appointed  by  counties, 
towns,  villages,  and  neighborhoods,  to  the  num- 
ber of  five  hundred,  assembled  at  Wheeling  on 
the  appointed  day.  It  preceded  the  day  appointed 
for  the  vote  on  the  secession  ordinance,  and  was, 
in  part  at  least,  intended  to  concentrate  the  vote 
of  the  northwest  against  that  iniquity.  But  events 
were  hastening  on  with  fearful  rapidity;  and  be- 
fore it  met  it  was  known  that  confederate  troops 
were  advancing  on  the  northwest.  After  it  as- 
sembled, the  secessionists  of  tliat  quarter  were 
active  in  denouncing  it  and  its  members,  against 
several  of  whom,  including  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  and  my  colleague,  threats  of  personal 
violence  were  made.  The  convention,  from  the 
manner  in  which  those  composing  it  had  been  ap- 
pointed, rendering  the  representation  unequal, 
and  from  a  sincere  desire  that  all  the  loyal  citi- 
zens of  the  State  should  unite  with  them  in  what- 
ever course  should  be  finally  determined  on,  called 
another  convention,  to  meet,  if  the  secession  ordi- 
nance should  be  ratified,  at  the  same  city,  on  the 
11th  of  June  following,  to  be  composed  of  the 
senators  and  delegates  to  the  Legislature,  to  be 
elected"  ten  days  later  under  the  regular  ojieration 
of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Slate,  and  of 
double  the  number  of  delegates  to  be  specially 
elected  from  the  counties  represented  there,  and 
ail  others  disposed  to  cooperate  wilh  them.  It 
will  be  noticed  that  the  invitation  was  addressed 
to  all  the  loyal  people  of  the  State. 

Before  they  separated,  the  May  convention,  not- 
withstanding their  danger  from  the  rebel  troops 
still  rapidly  advancing,  and  from  the  home  seces- 
sionists, passed  a  series  of  resolutions  couched  in 
decorous  but  pointed  language.  They  declared 
that  in  their  judgment  the  secession  ordinance  was 
unconstitutional,  null,  and  void;  that  the  prohi- 
bition to  elect  members  of  Congress  was  a  man- 
ifest usurpation  of  jiower  to  which  they  would 
not  submit,  and  recommended  the  people  to  elect 
their  members,  which,  was  done  in  several  cases; 
they  denounced  the  agreement  wilh  the  so-called 
confederate  States,  and  the  ordinance  approving 
and  ratifying  it,  and  all  acts  of  the  Executive  in 
pursuance  thereof,  as  palpable  violations  of  the 
national  Constitution,  antl  utterly  subversive  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  Virginia; 
they  earnestly  urged  and  entreated  the  citizens  of 
the  State  everywhere  to  vote  in  condemnation  of 
the  ordinance  of  secession;  and  in  conclusion  de- 
clared that  they  would  maintain  and  di'fend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  laws  made 
in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  oflicers  lawfully 
acting  under  it. 

Before  the  day  for  holding  the  second  conven- 
tion arrived,  great  changes  had  taken  place.  The 
brave  and  patriotic  General  (then  Colonel)  Kelly, 
in  command  of  the  first  Virginia  volunteers,  raised 
under  the  auspices  of  a  committee  of  the  first  loyal 
convention,  and  of  regiments  from  Ohio  and  In- 
diana, literally  met  the  enemy  "  at  Phil ippi,"  and 
fought  and  won  the  first  battle  of  the  war,  and, 
unfortunately,  was  the  first  field  officer  that  re- 
ceived a  serious  wound.  Alany  secessionists  had 
fled,  and  among  them  a  large  portion  of  the  State 
and  county  judiciaT  and  civil  officers.  But  for 
the  firmness  of  the  loyal  people,  and  the  expect- 
ation of  some  efficient  action  by  the  convention 
about  to  sit,  the  counties  free  from  military  dom- 
ination must  have  fallen  into  a  state  of  anarchy 
such  as  inevitably  follows  the  suspension  of  civil 
government  for  any  length  of  time. 

It  was  under  such  circumstances  that  the  con- 
vention of  June,  1861,  assembled  at  Wheeling. 
That  which  claimed  to  be  the  government  of  the 
State  was  waging  war  against  us.  To  yield  it  ^ 
allegiance  in  the  position  it  had  assumed  would 
be  a  denial  of  our  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 
It  would  be  more:  it  would  be  to  confess  an  alle- 
giance to  a  pseudo-confederacy,  "  begotten  in  sin 
and  born  in  iniquity."  This  we  could  not  do. 
It  tlwrefore  became  the  duly  of  the  convention 
to  consider  in  what  manner  we  coidd  continuo 
our  allegiance  to  the  Federal  Government  and  at 
the  same  time  secure  to  (uirsclves  the  benefit  of 
tliose  municipal  laws  atid  regulations  whicli,  un- 
der our  system,  can  only  emanate  from  the  Staip 
governments,  ond  tlielr  due  and  authoritative  ud- 
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ministration.  Tliis  was  a  necessity  to  us,  as  itis 
a  necessity  to  every  community. 

As  soon  as  the  convention  was  fully  organized, 
on  the  second  day,  a  committee  of  thirteen  was 
appointed  "  to  prepare  and  report  business  for 
the  convention."  It  met  in  the  afternoon,  and 
having  determined  on  the  course  it  would  recom- 
mend the  convention  to  pursue,  referred  to  a  sub- 
committee the  consideration  of  a  plan  of  pro- 
ceeding. The  sub-committee  met  in  the  evening, 
and  in  the  morning  reported  to  the  committee, 
who  adopted  and  at  a  later  hour  reported  to  the 
convention,  a  paper  entitled  "  a  declaration  of  the 
people  of  Virginia."  As  soon  as  this  could  be 
printed  and  considered  it  received  the  unanimous 
approbation  of  the  convention,  and  was  speedily 
engrossed  and  signed  by  every  member. 

This  declaration  sets  forth  that  "  the  true  pur- 
pose of  all  government  is  to  promote  the  welfare 
and  provide  for  the  protection  and  security  of  the 
governed,  and  when  any  form  or  organization  of 
government  proves  inadequate  for  or  subversive 
of  this  purpose,  it  is  the  right,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  latter  to  alter  or  abolish  it;"  and  asserts  that 
the  Virginia  Bill  of  Rights  of  1776,  twice  reaf- 
firmed by  subsequent  conventions,  expressly  re- 
serves this  right  to  the  majority  of  the  commu- 
nity. It  then  recites  the  grievances  of  which  the 
loyal  people  of  Virginia  complained,  which  have 
been  sufficiently  indicated  in  my  preceding  re- 
marks, and  concludes  with  the  following  words, 
which  constitute  the  operative  part  of  the  decla- 
ration: 

"  We,  therefore,  the  delegates  here  assembled  in  conven- 
tion to  devise  such  measures  and  take  such  action  as  the 
suCety  and  wellare  of  the  loyal  citizens  of  Virginia  may  de- 
mand, having  maturely  considered  ihe  premises,  and  view- 
ing with  great  concern  the  deplorable  condition  to  which 
this  once  liappy  Conimonwealih  nmst  he  reduced  unless 
sonic  rejiular  ach-qnate  remedy  is  speedily  adojited,  ami  ap- 
pealing to  liic  Su|)rcn]e  Ruler  of  the  universe  for  the  recti- 
tude of  our  intentions,  do  hereby,  in  tlie  name  and  on  the 
hehalf  of  thegodd  people  of  Virginia,  solemnly  declare  that 
the  preservation  of  their  dearest  riglits  and  liberties  and 
their  security  in  person  and  property,  imperatively  demand 
the  reorganization  of  the  government  of  the  Common- 
wealth ;  and  that  all  acts  of  the  said  (Uichmond)  conven- 
tion and  executive  tendingto  separate  this  Commonwealth 
from  the  United  States,  or  to  levy  and  carry  on  waragainst 
theni,  are  without  authority,  and  void  ;  and  that  the  offices 
of  all  who  i'.dhere  to  the  said  convention  and  executive, 
wiicilier  legi^lalive,  executive,  or  judicial,  are  vacated." 

It  will  be  perceived  that  this  declaration,  in  its 
title  and  throughout,  speaks  for  and  on  behalf 
of  all  the  loyal  people  of  Virginia.  The  acts  it 
denounces  are  acts  of  treason,  even  under  the 
limited  definition  of  that  term  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  and,  by  consequence, 
ilie  convention  and  executive  and  those  who  ad- 
here to  them  are  denounced  as  traitors.  Leav- 
ing these  out  of  the  question — and  who  will  say 
that  they  should  be  considered — it  is  undeniable 
that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Vii'ginia,  by 
their  representatives,  adopted  tliis  declaration  or 
speedily  accepted  it.  That  it  would  have  been 
adopted  or  accepted  unanimously  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  every  county  since  reclaimed  from 
the  rebels  has  hastened  to  reorganize  under  it. 
It  is  the  foundation  of  everything  that  has  been 
done  by  or  under  the  reorganized  government. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  notice  here  an  objection 
rnado  to  the  claim  of  West  Virginia  to  be  one  of 
the  Stales  of  this  Utiion  on  a  footing  with  the 
original  States.  It  is  said  that  the  Legislature 
which  gave  the  consent  to  lier  erection  within  tlie 
jurisdiction  of  Virginia  requii-ed  by  the  Consti- 
tution did  not  represent  a  majority  of  the  coun- 
ties of  the  rnotherState.  Thisobjection  is  founded 
upon  a  fallacy.  Counties  ai-e  not  the  component 
integers  of  States  as  the  Slates  are  of  the  Union. 
They  are  but  geographical  subdivisions  adopted 
for  the  greater  convenience  of  the  people.  In 
every  State,  and  particulaily  in  Virginia,  they 
arc  diverse  in  size  and  population;  and  conse- 
quently to  say  that  a  majority  of  counties  favored 
any  measure  is  not  to  say  that  a  majority  of  the 
voters,  who  represent  the  true  integers  of  every 
community,  approved  it.  If  a  majority  of  these 
integers,  through  their  representatives,  sanctioned 
the  reorganization  of  the  government  of  Virginia 
the  constiiutionul  consent  was  certainly  given. 
But  I  appreliond  that  if  a  majority  of  the  recog- 
nized Legislature  gave  the  consent  Congress 
Would  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  this  majority 
represented  a  majority,  ru)t  to  say  of  the  coun- 
ties, but  of  the  wliolc  people. 

But  will  any  one  contend   that   uuUcr  circum- 


stances such  as  those  in  which  the  loyal  people  of 
Virginia  were  placed,  when  some  bold  and  de- 
terinined  step  was  required  for  "  the  preserva- 
tion," in  the  language  of  their  declaration,  "  of 
their  dearest  rights  and  liberties  and  their  secu- 
rity in  person  and  property,"  they  must  wail 
until  it  is  certain  that  their  ntmTber  is  equtil  to  a 
majority  of  the  whole  people  !  May  not  a  minor- 
ity resist  oppression  and  endeavor  "  to  provide 
new  guards  for  their  future  security.'"  Surely 
it  is  an  extraordinary  doctrine  that  would  teach 
men  to  submit  to  a  usurping  oligarchy  until  a 
majority  could  be  found  to  raise  the  standard  of 
revolt.  But  it  will  be  said  that  this  was  revolu- 
tion. Was  it,  indeed.'  Sir,  the  loyal  people  of 
Vii'ginia  were  resisting,  not  making,  a  revolution, 
and  this  I  apprehend  is  an  iinportanl  distinction. 
As  to  the  acts  of  the  same  convention,  I  will 
quote  from  their  address  "  to  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia," issued  at  the  close  of  their  first  session, 
which  lasted  only  fifteen  days.     They  say: 

"  In  pursuance  of  this  declaration  we  have  passed  such 
ordinances  as  are  immediately  necessary  to  reorganize  the 
govennnent  and  put  it  in  operation.  VVe  have  appointed 
a  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  attorney  general,  and 
executive  council,  leaving  to  the  General  Assembly,  which 
we  have  directed  to  be  convened  at  a  very  early  day,  to  fill, 
or  to  provide  for  filling,  all  other  offices  as  soon  as,  in  their 
judgment,  it  can  be  properly  done.  The  terms  of  the  offi- 
cers we  have  appointed  are  limited  to  six  months,  or  until 
the  election  and  qualification  of  theirsuecessors,  fcu'  whicli 
the  General  Assembly  is  authorized  to  provide  at  theearli- 
est  possible  period,  [n  all  this  our  fellow-citizens  will 
clearly  perceive  that  there  has  been  no  disposition  to  as- 
sume any  power  or  authority  not  demanded  by  tlie  exigen- 
cies of  their  present  unhappy  condition,  or  to  retain  it 
longer  than  aregard  fortheir  liighestinterestsinayrequire." 

The  CTcneral  Assembly  thusconvened  consisted 
of  the  senators  and  delegates  elected  on.  the  day 
the  secession  ordinance  was  voted  on,  and  the 
portion  of  senators  who  held  over.  All  of  these 
were  free  to  participate  in  its  delibei-ations  and 
votes,  no  matter  what  jiart  of  the  State  they  were 
elected  to  represent,  if  they  woald  take  an  oath  to 
"support  the  Consiiiution  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  as  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  anything  in  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  or  the 
convention  which  assembled  at  Richmond  on  the 
13th  of  February,  1801,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing;" and  "  to  uphold  atid  defend  the  gov- 
ernment of  Virgiriia,  as  vindicated  and  restored 
by  the  convention  which  assembled  at  Wlieeling 
on  the  11th  day  of  June,  1861." 

Further  on  the  address  says: 

"  Under  all  these  circumstances,  and  with  the  firm  con- 
viction that  the  course  adopted  is  t/ie  otily  one  by  w.kicfilhe 
Sfate  cnn  be  retained  in  the  Union,  and  the  liberties  and 
rights  of  the  people  secured  and  perpetuated,  vi'o  most  earn- 
estly call  upon  our  loyal  fellow-citizens  in  every  county  of 
the  Commonwealth,  who  are  not  already  represented  in 
the  General  Assembly  and  in  this  convention,  to  elect 
members  of  the  Le'gislature  and  appoint  delegates  to  this 
body  at  the  earliest  possible  moment."  *  *  *  * 
"  No  suspension  or  essential  change  of  any  part  of  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  unless  posi- 
tively demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  will  be 
made  until  the  will  of  the  wiiole  people,  or  of  their  author- 
ized representatives,  can  be  freely  expressed;  and  such 
changes  as  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  bo,  so  demanded, 
will  be  submitted  for  ratilieaiion  at  an  early  day." 

I  have  quoted  the  ordinance  of  Virginia  ratify- 
ing the  national  Constituiion,  in  order  to  show 
that  it  does  in  terms  denounce  separate  State  se- 
cession by  asserting  that  tlie  powersgranted  under 
the  Constitution  can  be  lesumed  only  by  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  Stales,  and  by  them 
only  in  a  certain  contingency  which  it  specifies, 
namely,  when  the  jiowers  granted  are  perverted 
to  the  itijury  or  oppression  of  the  grantors.  The 
men  who  framed  this  ratification  must  for  the 
most  part  have  been  adults  in  1776,  and  conse- 
quently must  have  had  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  principles  by  which  that  revolution  was  jus- 
tified. Some  of  theiYi,  probably,  had  been  mem- 
bers of  the  Congress  which  adopted  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independetice,  and  some  of  them  of  the 
Convention  which  fraitied  the  national  Constitu- 
tion. It  is  therefore  certain  that  they  knew 
whereof  they  affirmed  when  they  asserted  the 
single  ground  justifying  a  resumption  of  the  gov- 
ernmental powers  to  be  the  perversion  of  them 
by  those  intrusted  with  their  administration  to 
the  injury  or  ()ji[iression  of  the  peo|)le. 

More  than  two  centuries  previously  the  United 
Provinces  of  iheNetherlnmis,  having  then  passed 
through  fifteen  of  the  eighty  years  of  their  war 
of  independiMice,  renounced  their  allegiance  to. 
Philip  U  of  Spain  by  a  solemn  act  of  abjuration, 


by  which,  as  its  title  denotes,  they  absolved 
themselves  from  the  allegiance  they  had  sworn 
to  that  monarch,  as  our  fathers  by  their  declara- 
tion absolved  themselves  "  from  all  allegiance  to 
the  Briiish  Crown."  Both  had  been  reluctant  to 
take  this  final  step.  For  several  years  the  Nether- 
lands actually  carried  on  war  against  Philip  in 
the  name  of  Philip.  In  their  act  of  abjuration 
they  set  forth  the  grievances  to  which  they  had 
been  subjected,  and  declared  "that  they  were 
sufficiently  justified  in  forsaking  a  sovereign  who 
for  more  than  twenty  years  had  forsaken  them." 
In  the  preamble  to  their  act  they  quaintly  but 
pointedly  say: 

"All  mankind  know  ttiat  a  prince  is  appointed  by  God 
to  cherish  his  subjects  even  as  a  shepherd  his  sheep. 
When,  tlierefore,  the  prince  does  not  fulfill  liis  duties  as 
protector,  when  he  oppresses  his  subjects,  destroys  their 
ancient  liberties,  and  treats  them  as  slaves,  he  is  to  be 
considered  not  a  prince,  but  a  tyrant.  As  sncli,  the  estates 
of  the  land  may  lawfully  and  reasonably  depose  him,  and 
elect  another  in  his  room." 

Do  not  Senators  recognize  in  this  the  very  prin- 
ciple asserted  in  the  Virginia  act  of  ratification.' 
Its  promulgation  at  that  early  day  must  have 
sounded  strangely  in  the  ears  of  monarchical  Eu- 
rope, but  it  was  the  key-note  which  governed  the 
proceedings  of  the  people  of  England  a  little  more 
than  a  century  later. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1688-89,  the  lords  and 
commons  of  that  country  sitting,  not  in  Parlia- 
ment, but  in  a  convention  of  two  houses,  published 
a  Declai-ation  of  Right,  by  which  they  deposed 
their kingjJatnes  1 1, and  called  William  and  Mary 
to  the  throne.  The  declaration  recapitulated  the 
"crimes  and  errors"  which  made  a  revolution 
necessary,  some  of  which  consisted  in  the  exer- 
cise by  the  king  of  powers  vested  in  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  others  in  the  perversion  of  the  powers 
with  which  he  had  been  intrusted,  and  asserted 
that  the  perpetrator  of  these  "  crimes  and  errors  " 
had  abdicated  the  government.  Macaulay,  from 
whose  History  I  have  abridged  thissummary, crit- 
icises the  use  of  the  word  "  abdicated  "  in  the 
above  connection,^  especially  as  the  flight  of  the 
king  to  France  was  not  included  in  the  catalogue 
of  "crimes  and  errors."  It  is,  however,  plain 
that  the  convention  iineant  what  they  said.  Our 
Declaration  of  Independence  uses  this  word  in  the 
same  connection  when  it  declares  that  George  III, 
whose  fleets  were  in  our  harbors  and  whose  troops 
were  upon  our  soil  at  the  moment  it  was  adopted 
and  published,  had  "abdicated  governmetit  here 
by  declaring  us  out  of  his  protection  and  waging 
war  against  us. " 

The  American  Declaration ,  at  the  close  of  nearly 
another  century,  after  asserting  that  Governments 
are  instituted  among  men  to  secure  the  rights  with 
which  they  are  endowed  by  fheir  Creator,  de- 
clares "  that  whenever  any  form  of  government 
becomes  destiuctive  of  these  etfds,  it  is  the  right 
of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  it,  and  to  insti- 
tute a  new  government,  laying  its  foundation  on 
such  prjnciples,and  organizing  its  powers  in  such 
form,  as  to  them  shall  seein  i^iost  likely  to  effect 
their  safety  and  happiness."  Again  it  declares 
that  "  when  a  long  ti-ain  of  abuses  and  usurpa- 
tions, pursuing  in  variably  the  same  object,  evinces 
a  design  to  reduce  them  under  absolute  despotism, 
it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  sucii 
government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their 
future  security."  It  also  asserts,  incidentally, 
that  legislative  powers  are  incapable  of  annihila- 
tion, and  that  when  those  intrusted  with  them 
cease  to  exercise  them,  they  return  to  the  people 
at  lai-ge  for  that  purpose. 

In  humble  imitation  of  what  had  been  done  at 
these  great  eras  of  the  world's  history,  the  loyal 
people  of  Virginia  also  issued  their  declaration  of 
1861.  It  too  sets  forth  intolerable  grievances 
which  have  their  parallels  in  the  precedents  1 
have  cited.  They  also  adopted  the  principle  set 
forth  in  the  Virginia  act  of  ratification,  which 
is  the  sum  of  all  these  precedents;  and  if  ever  in 
the  history  of  the  world  those  intrusted  with  the 
powers  of  government  had  piM'verted  them  to  the 
injury  and  oppression  of  the  people,  the  seces- 
sionists at  Richmond  had  committed  (he  sin.  The 
loyal  people  of  Virginia  resumed  the  administra- 
tion of  the  government  which  hud  been  insidi- 
ously wrenched  from  their  control.  Will  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
facts  I  have  related  and  the  precedents  I  have 
cited,  venture  to  charge  them  with  usurpation  of 
liie  rights  of  others?    Or,  even   if  th«i-«  were  no 
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Bucli  pn.-cedents,  will  he  venture  to  assert  that 
ihcy  should  have  prostrated  themselves  in  the 
dust  and  licked  the  feet  of  their  oppressors,  jus- 
tifying such  abject  humiliation  by  the  plea  that 
they  were  maintaining'  their  allegiance  to  their 
Slate?  Sir,  the  i«»yal  men  of  Virginia  fully  jus- 
tified themselves  in  the  eyes  of  mankind,  and 
best  maintained  tlieir  State  allegiance,  when, 
as  they  truly  said  through  their  convention,  they 
udo)ited  the  only  course  by  which  their  State 
could fTe  retained  in  the  Union.  But  according 
to  the  logic  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  they 
should  have  made  no  attempt  to  rid  themselves 
of  tlie  yoke  of  tlie  usurpers  who  had  betrayed 
ihiiiu,  no  attempt  to  discharge  their  duty  to  the 
Union,  until  they  liad  counted  noses  and  found 
they  were  a  clear  majority  of  all  the  people  of 
the  Slate. 

.-Vnd  now  I  will  ask,  in  no  vaunting  .spirit, 
what  might  have  been  the  consequence  if  the 
men  of  the  then  western  counties  of  Virginia  had 
f!iiccumbed  to  the  Richmond  oligarchy  .'  Those 
counties  have  sent  to  the  aid  of  the  Union  more 
than  twenty  thousand  men,  whose  prowess  has 
been  exhibited  on  almost  every  battle-field  of  the 
war — men  inhabiting  a  mountainous  country  and 
inured  to  what  some  call  hardships  from  their 
infancy;  men  of  active  habits  and  great  endur- 
ance; men  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the  rifle  and 
ilie  management  of  the  horse;  men  not  enthu- 
siastic, it  is  true,  but  reflective  and  of  calm  judg- 
ment; men,  in  short,  whose  history  proves  that 
liny  remained  faithful  to  their  country  under 
liireats  mid  menaces  from  a  stern  sense  of  duty. 
If  these  men  had  espoused  the  other  side,  the 
coiifederate  armies,  rejoicing  in  their  additional 
strength,  would  have  occupied  the  valley  of  the 
Ohio,  including  western  Pennsylvania,  long  be- 
fore the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  The  secession- 
ists of  Virginia  calculated  on  these  mountaineers 
to  constitute  the  van  of  their  armies;  and  the  ad- 
herence of  the  latter  to  the  Union  doubtless  dis- 
concerted many  a  well-laid  plan  at  an  important 
crisis  in  the  troubles  of  the  country. 

I  have  now,  as  1  believe,  fully  proved  that  the 
hiyal  Legislature  of  Virginia  was  the  true  Legis- 
lature, and  consequently  that  West  Virginia  is 
formally,  legally,  and  constitutionally  one  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States.  The  details  I  have  given  fully 
excnimate  the  President  and  Congress  from  the 
charges  brought  against  them  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky  and  others,  and  show  that 
those  who  effected  the  reorganization  of  Virginia, 
among  whom  are  included  those  who  labored  for 
the  erection  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia,  were 
governed  by  that  true  love  of  country  and  by  that 
spiritof  resistance  to  oppression  which  has  made 
the  revolutionary  eraof  our  history  famous  in  the 
estimationof  the  world,  it  is  for  the  loyal  of  both 
States  that  I  have  invoked  consideration  and  for- 
bearance from  those  by  whose  .sides  they  are  still 
struggling  in  a  common  cause. 

A  few  days  since  my  colleague  and  myself  voted 
on  behalf  of  West  Virginia  for  an  amendmentof 
the  Constitution  forever  abolishing  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  in  these  United  States.  For  my- 
self I  gave  that  vote  with  pleasure,  and,  indeed, 
had  for  some  time  past  been  anxious  to  give  it. 
I  gave  it  after  mature  examination  and  rellection, 
and  am  sure  it  will  be  sustained  by  the  people  of 
my  State.  I  believe  that  the  great  majority  of 
them,  at  any  time  since  1832,  would  have  voted 
for  gradual  emancipation  by  the  State  govern- 
ment if  it  had  been  presented  to  them  as  an  iso- 
lated question  in  a  legal  and  constitulional  way; 
and  I  believe  it  would  long  since  have  been  so 
presented  but  for  the  onslaught  made,  not  on 
slavery,  but  on  slaveholders,  by  certain  parties  in 
the  North.  1  have  already  staled  that  by  far  the 
larger  portion  of  the  loyal  people  of  the  border 
States  are  themselves  slaveholders  or  connected 
by  ties  of  blood  with  those  who  are,  were  born 
and  reared  where  slavery  existed,  and  have  be- 
corne  accustomed  to  look  at  that  institution  from 
udiflferent  stand-point  than  that  occupied  by  many 
on  this  fl(jor  and  those  whom  they  represent,  is 
it  wonderful,  then,  that  they  feel  aggrieved  by  the 
assaulls  constanily  made  on  the  characters  and 
conduct  of  themselves  or  of  thoMe  with  whom 
they  are  ho  nearly  connected.' 

1  uin  not  the  apologist  of  slavery,  certainly  not 
of  its  acknowledged  evils.  There  has  been  no 
time  since  1   mtained  years  of  reflection  when  1 


did  not  sincerely  regret  its  existence  in  this 
country,  no  time  when  I  did  not  long  to  see  the 
way  open  for  its  removal.  Had  such  an  oppor- 
tunity offered,!  should  most  probably  have  joined 
the  war  against  it  in  my  own  State.  But  fortu- 
nately or  unfortunately,  as  the  case  may  be,  there 
is  no  enthusiasm  in  my  composition, and  the  war 
which  I  joined  would  not  have  been  a  crusade. 
Enthusiasm  in  the  pursuit  of  any  object  is  no 
proof  of  sincere  conviction,  as  he  who  habitually 
examines  deliberately,  amid  the  uncertainties  by 
which  all  moral  questions  are  surrounded, learns 
to  distrust  his  own  conclusions.  1  profess  to  have 
examined  this  subject  of  slavery  as  far  aa  my 
ability  and  the  lights  afforded  me  would  pc)-mit, 
but  my  conclusions  have  been  different  from  those 
of  some  Senators  who  have  spoken  on  the  sub- 
ject. On  the  one  hand,  I  have  not  learned  to  re- 
gard slaveholding  as  a  blessing  or  as  calculated 
to  add  strength  or  prosperity  to  the  State  or  com- 
munity in  which  it  exists,  or  on  the  other,  to 
denounce  it  as  the  gravest  in  the  long  catalogue 
of  crimes. 

A.S  to  the  religious  aspect  of  the  case,  it  will 
never  be  settled  by  the  citation  of  isolated  texts 
of  Scripture  oncither  side.  Like  all  other  ques- 
tions of  the  kind ,  it  requires  that  all  the  Bible  says 
concerning  it  shall  be  reconciled  with  all  the  teach- 
ings of  that  holy  volume,  and  that  the  facts  and 
circumstances  connected  with  the  particular  sub- 
ject shall  be  considered.  It  is  undeniable  that  the 
JVIosaiclaw  not  only  tolerated  but  regulated  slave- 
holding  among  the  Hebrews.  The  same  is  true 
of  polygamy,  which  is  more  pointedly  condemned 
in  the  New  Testament.  It  is  also  true  of  the 
arbitrary  divorce  practiced  by  that  people.  Of 
the  last  the  Saviour  said ,  "  Moses,  because  of  the 
hardness  of  your  hearts,  suffered  you  to  put  away 
your  wives;  but  from  the  beginning  it  was  not 
so."  He  also  said,  "He  which  made  them,  at 
the  beginning  made  them  male  and  female."  it 
may  reasonably  be  inferred  that  polygamy  was 
not  an  original  but  a  mere  conventional  institu- 
tion; and  doubtless  the  same  is  true  of  slavery. 
Yet  both  were  tolerated,  and  may  find  their  apol- 
ogy in  the  destructive  wars  of  those  days.  Plainly, 
neither  was  in  accordance  with  the  divine  pur- 
pose. The  tares  were  suffered  to  grow  with  the 
wheat  until  the  harvest  was  fully  ripe.  This  con- 
demns slaveiy,  it  is  true,  but  does  any  Christian 
man  assert  that  what  the  divine  law  tolerated  and 
regulated  were  crimes  on  a  par  with  those  for- 
bidden by  the  second  table  of  the  decalogue,  or 
what  the  law  writers  term  mala  in  se  ?  To  do  so 
is  to  arraign  the  Ahnighty  at  His  own  bar.' 

If  this  is  the  slaveholders'  rebellion,  and  slavery 
is  at  least  the  occasion  if  not  the  cause  of  it,  let 
vituperations  and  dcHunciations  be  reserved  for 
those  among  the  former  who  are  actually  engaged 
in  waging  war  against  (heir  country,  and  forthose 
who  would  perpetuate  the  institution  among  us. 
If  their  guilt  is  great,  if  they  have  even  placed 
themselves  beyond  the  pale  of  forbearance,  by 
what  rule  of  ratiocination  does  it  follow  that  those 
who  were  born  where  the  institution  already  ex- 
isted, and  who  could  not,  if  they  would,  have 
abolished  it,  and  who  are  giving  their  aid  and  en- 
couragement to  the  war  against  the  rebellion,  are 
also  to  be  tlie  subjects  of  vituperation  and  denun- 
ciation.' Are  those  of  us  who  have  simply  lived 
where  slavery  existed,  exchanging  the  courtesies 
of  life  with  slaveholders,  and  esteeming  those 
among  them  who  were  worthy,  according  to  their 
deserts,  to  be  placed  in  the  same  category.'  Is  it 
not  a  more  rational  conclusion  that  those  whose 
patriotism  has  overcome  their  prtijudices  andal- 
tachmcnts  are  to  be  held  in  higher  honor.' 

1  have  already  expressed  the  belief  that  the 
loyal  citizens  of  West  Virginia,  and  of  the  bor- 
der States  generally,  will  cheerfully  vote  for  the 
proposed  amendment  of  the  Constitution.  They 
will  vote  for  it  because  they  will  believe  it  to  be 
a  legitimate  exercise  of  the  high  prerogative  of 
the  sovereign  jieople  of  the  United  Slates;  and 
even  if  there  are  some  ojiposed  to  it  at  this  time, 
they  will,  for  the  same  reason,  acquiesce  ir.  the 
result.  But,  from  day  to  day,  petitions  arecom- 
ing  in  asking  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  bylaw 
in  defiance  of  the  Constitution.  The  repeal  of 
the  fugitive  slave  law,  «  constitutional  require- 
ment, not  its  amelioraiion,  is  also  pressed  upon 
this  body.  Movements  are  inaugurated  liaviiig 
in  view  tiie  reconstruction  of  that  wliich  their 
anlhora,  in  order  to  try  tJicir  'prenUce  bands  at 


State  making,  propose  first  to  demolish;  for  aN 
though  the  powers  of  Government  may  be  sus- 
pended, we  are  told  by  high  authority  that  they 
are  incapable  of  annihilation,  and  if  suspended, 
return  to  the  people  for  their  exercise.  Efforts, 
direct  and  indirect,  are  making  to  elevate  the  ne- 
gro to  the  level  of  citizenship,  notwithstanding 
the  decisions  of  the  courts  and  the  practice  of  the 
Government  from  its  foundation  are  against  it. 
I  will  only  refer  to  the  attempts  to  place  him  side 
by  side  wilh  the  white  man  as  his  social  equal, 
notwithstanding  the  repugnance  of  the  latter  to 
such  association,  and  then  very  briefly  examine 
these  several  proposed  measures  in  their  order. 

And  first,  as  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  by  act 
of  Congress,  the  power  to  do  which  seems  to  be 
denied  by  the  Chicago  platform  itself.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  whatever  was  constitutional  or  uncon- 
stitutional before  the  war  remains  so  now;  and 
that  the  loyal  States  are  in  the  same  condition  as 
to  their  right  to  hold  slaves  as  they  were  then, 
nor  is  this  right  affected, or  alleged  to  be  affected, 
by  the  proclamation  of  the  President.  The  ut- 
most ellect  that  instrument  could  have,  or  that 
has  been  claimed  for  it,  is  to  free  the  slaves  in  the 
States  and  parts  of  States  not  excepted  by  its 
terms,  leaving  the  right  to  hold  slaves  as  it  was. 
If,  however,  the  proclamation  had  the  effect  con- 
tended for,  there  are  no  slaves  left  for  the  pro- 
posed act  of  Congress  to  operate  on  besides  those 
in  the  excepted  States  and  parts  of  States;  and 
these,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  are  already 
taking  steps  to  rid  themselves  of  slavery  without 
doing  violence  to  the  Constitution. 

As  to  the  fugitive  slave  law,  I  would  freely  vote 
for  the  repeal  of  its  obnoxious  features,  or  the 
substitution  of  the  law  of  1793;  but  I  cannot  see 
anything  in  recent  events  which  enables  us  to  dis- 
pense with  a  plain  requirement  of  the  Consti- 
tution, for  I  hold  that  it  is  obligatory  upon  Con- 
gress to  pass  all  laws  which  may  be  necessary 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  powers  vested  in 
the  Government.  It  is  too  late  to  contend  that 
the  power  to  compel  the  return  of  fugitive  slaves 
is  not  a  powerso  vested.  Thatquestion  was  set- 
tled by  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1793,  and  by  nu- 
merous decisions  of  the  courts  in  compliance  with 
its  terms,  which  at  least  imply  its  constitution- 
ality. 

.  But  we  have  recoitly  had  some  new  light  shed 
upon  this  law  by  the  majority  of  the  committee 
who  reported  the  jiendingbill.  We  are  treated 
to  the  discovery  that  the  words  "person  held  to 
service  or  labor"  do  not  describe  a  slave,  mainly 
because  slaves  are  not  jiersons  in  a  technical  sense. 
The  comjuehensive  brevity  of  the  Constitution  is 
one  of  its  most  admirable  features  as  a  literary 
production.  There  were  three  classes  of  natural 
if  not  legal  persons  intended  to  be  described, and 
language  is  chosen  whifh  embraces  all.  llie  ma- 
jority report  admits  that  apprentices  were  in- 
cluded, and  that  an  (jarly  Contcresfs,  some  of  whose 
members  sat  in  the  Convention  which  framed  the 
Constitution,  were  sim[)le  enough  to  suppose  that 
slaves  were  also.  There  was  a  thiid  class,  as  I 
have  staled,  which  is  not  often  referred  to,  which 
was  formerly  numerous,  and  is  not  yet  extinct. 
i  allude  to  bound  servants,  or  those  who  had  con- 
tracti'd  to  servo  others  for  a  term  of  years.  The 
overseers  of  the  poor  in,  I  presume,  every  State 
are  authorized  to  bind  out  pauper  men,  women, 
and  children  who  are  more  or  less  capable  of  ser- 
vice. These  bound  servants  will  probably  in- 
crease ill  number  in  the  States  where  .'slaves  have 
been  liberated.  And  yet  the  law  is  to  be  repealed, 
leaving  no  means  to  reclaim  apprentices  or  bound 
servants,  who  are  unable  to  ansv/cr  in  damages 
for  the  breach  of  the  contract  by  which  the  right 
to  their  service  or  labor  was  acquired. 

As  to  the  proposed  plans  of  reconstruction,  so 
called,  they  appear  to  me,  so  far  as  1  have  seen 
them,  to  have  one  thing  in  common,  namely,  a 
violation  of  the  true  theory  of  the  union  of  these 
States.  The  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  in 
so  many  words  the  jiower  to  declare  war,  without 
naming  those  against  whom  it  may  be  waged.  1/ 
an  enemy  should  declare  or  wage  war  against  a 
single  State,  Congress,  because  it  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  Union,  must  accept  the  war  asagainst 
the  Union.  Can  the  United  Stales,  then,  declare 
war  against  a  State.'  To  answer  this  affirmatively 
would  involve  the  absurdity  of  admitting  that  the 
Union  can  declare  and  wage  war  against  itself. 
The  armies  of  the  Union  may  unquestionably 


1864. 


THE  CONGKESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1781 


be  employed  to  execute  tlie  laws  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  any  State.  But  is  this  a  war  success 
in  wliich  would  give  to  the  Union  the  rights  of  a 
conqueror?  I  a|)preheiid  tiiat  wiien  resistance  was 
overcome  the  status  of  the  Sta|f  and  its  relations 
to  the  Union  would  be  in  no  respect  altered.  If, 
as  tlireatcned  by  Soiilh  Carolina  in  1832,  the  re- 
sistance to  the  laws  was  nominally  autliorized  by 
the  Legislature  or  convention  of  a  State,  would 
the  result  be  different?  What  distinguishes  our 
Union  from  a  mere  confederacy  is  the  fact  that 
the  laws  of  Congress  act  directly  upon  the  indi- 
viduals of  which  each  State  is  made  up,  and  not 
upon  the  States,  as  bodies-politic.  The  enforce- 
ment of  the  laws  of  the  Union  is,  therefore,  so  to 
speak,  the  enforcement  of  the  individuals  who 
resist  them,  and  not  the  enforcement  of  a  State. 
No  State  Legislature  or  convention  is  competent  to 
authorize  resistance  to  the  laws,  because  such  pre- 
tended authority  is  in  contradiction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  makes  the  laws  of  the  Union 
which  are  resisted  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
anything  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State 
to  the  contrary  notwitlistancMig.  Such  acts  of  a 
State  Legislature  or  convention  are,  therefore, 
nullities.  Thfrt  would  be  a  most  extraordinary 
conclusion  which  should  claim  that  mere  nullities 
had  sufficient  force  to  convict  the  Stale,  as  an  or- 
ganized body,  of  resistance  to  the  laws,  or,  to 
use  another  term,  of  rebellion,  so  that  those  citi- 
zens who  had  given  it  no  support  by  act  or  word 
would  be  implicated  in  its  guilt  and  punished,  at 
least  by  the  loss  of  their  rights  as  citizens  of  the 
State  and  of  the  United  States. 

The  armed  forces  of  the  Union  may  also  in  a 
certain  contingency  enter  a  State  to  protect  it 
against  domestic  violence,  that  is,  against  an  in- 
surrection made  by  its  own  citizens.  Who  or 
what  is  to  be  protected  in  this  case?  Certainly 
not  merely  the  geographical  division  of  territory 
which  is  occupied  by  the  State,  and  familiarly 
designated  by  that  word.  The  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution can  only  mean  the  remaining  citizens  of 
the  State  not  engaged  in  the  insurrection.  If  this 
is  so,  I  may  ask,  what  right  or  authority  in  ref- 
erence to  the  State  which  they  did  not  previously 
possess  do  the  United  States  acquire  by  putting 
down  the  insurrection?  Clearly,  none.  Can  it 
make  any  difference  in  this  respect  whether  the 
insurrection  is  made  by  a  majority  or  a  minority 
of  the  citizens?  I  as  confidently  answer,  it  can- 
not. 

The  contingency  which  authorizes  the  forces 
of  the  Union  to  entera  State  to  protect  it,  to  which 
1  have  just  alluded,  is  that  such  protection  be  in- 
voked by  its  Legislature, or, if  that  body  cannot  be 
convened,  by  its  Executive.  The  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  evidently  is,  that  the  peaceful  citi- 
zens are  guarantied  against  domestic  violence. 
That  instrument,  however,  makes  the  Legisla- 
ture, or  the  Executive,  the  judge  as  to  when  the 
occasion  for  such  protection  arises.  If  we  con- 
sider not  the  words  written  on  paper  which  we 
call  the  Constitution,  but  the  real  Constitution  of 
the  Government,  which  the  paper  merely  records, 
is  it  not  a  safe  conclusion,  tliat  if  the  persons  con- 
stituting the  Legislature  and  Executive  have 
joined  themselves  to  the  insurrection,  the  national 
Government  may  under  authority  of  the  clause  of 
the  Constitution  under  consideration,  and  v/ith  or 
without  the  invocation  of  citizens  of  the  State  op- 
posed to  the  insurrection,  send  their  armies  to 
give  the  needed  protection? 

The  Constitution  also,  provides  that  "  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government."  Upon 
this  Mr.  Madison  remarks,  in  the  Federalist, 
that  "if  the  General  Government  should  inter- 
pose by  virtue  of  this  constitutional  authority  it 
will  of  course  be  bound  to  pursue  the  authority. 
But  the  authority  extends  no  further  than  to  aguar- 
anleeofa  republican  form  of  government,  which 
supposes  a  preexisting  government  of  the  form 
which  is  to  be  guarantied. "  I  do  not  think  I  con- 
tradict thateminent  statesman  when  I  say  that  the 
spiritof  the  clause  evidently  is  thatthe  Union  shall 
guaranty  to  each  State  a  government  of  a  repub- 
lican form;  or,  in  other  words,  that  as  an  existing 
governmcntis  supposed,  without  which  the  guar- 
antee cannot  be  operative,  the  Union  guaranties 
that  there  shall  be  a  government  as  well  as  that 
its  form  shall  be  repulilican.  I  remark  here  that 
when  the  Administiution  ciiunleniincoii  the  efforts 
to  reorganize  the  government  of  Virginia,  there 


being  then  no  legal  government  existing  in  that 
State,  it  acted  strictly  wffhin  the  line  of  its  duty. 
I  say  further,  that  what  was  done  in  Virginia 
furnishes  a  precedent  which  may  be  properly  fol- 
lowed, and  discloses  a  principle  which  cannot,  I 
think,  be  successfully  controverted.  Tiie  latter 
was  asserted  by  a  leading  member  of  the  reor- 
ganizing convention  of  that  State  in  these  words: 
''If  there  is  but  a  single  loyal  man  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  he  is  the  State  of  Virginia."  Alter 
the  form  but  not  the  substance  and  say  the  loyal 
citizens  of  a  State  constitute  the  State,  and  few 
will  have  the  hardihood  to  deny  it. 

I  assert,  then,  that  whether  the  armed  forces  of 
the  United  States  are  now  waging  war  within  cer- 
tain States  to  put  down  resistance  to  the  laws,  to 
suppress  insurrection,  or  to  redeem  the  national 
pledge  to  guaranty  to  each  a  government  repub- 
lican in  form,  their  success  will  not  be  a  conquest 
of  any  political  organization  heretofore  recognized 
as  a  State  of  the  Union.  They  will  simply  have 
aided  in  the  discharge  of  a  national  duty,  and  the 
blessings  of  thousands  now  suffering  from  the 
tyranny  of  those  who  have  usurped  the  govern- 
ment of  their  respective  States,  as  well  as  the 
proud  consciousness  of  having  nobly  discharged 
a  patriotic  duty,  will  be  theirs.  But  the  national 
Government  will  have  another  duty  to  perform, 
which  it  must  not  omit  or  evade.  It  must  aid  in 
the  reorganization  of  the  government  of  every 
redeemed  State,  and  see  that  it  is  republican  in 
form.  For  the  performance  of  this  imperative 
duty  it  cannot  impose  conditions.  It  must  look 
only  to  the  charter  from  which  it  derived  its  birth 
and  by  which  it  continues  to  exist,  with  the  as- 
surance that  it  cannot  die  except  by  suicide. 

There  is  one  class  of  measures  left  to  which  I 
proposed  to  advert.  I  allude  to  those  which  seek 
to  enforce  the  political  and  social  equality  of  the 
negro  and  white  races.  1  ask,  first,  whether  per- 
sons of  the  negro  race  are,  or  indeed  can  be,  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States  without  a  constitu- 
tional amendment?  Most  certainly  they  were  not 
counted  among  "  we  the  people"  who  established 
tiie  national  Constitution,  nor  were  they  at  that 
time,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  admitted  to  exer- 
cise the  rights  .and  privileges  of  citizenship  in  any 
State.  From  the  foundation  of  the  Government 
they  could  not  obtain  passports  to  foreign  coun- 
tries from  the  State  Department.  These  are  con- 
temporaneous interpretations  of  the  Constitution 
which  cannot  be  disregarded.  Atvarious  periods 
since  and  in  many  instances  the  courts  of  the  States 
and  of  the  United  States  have  decided  that  they 
are  not  citizens.  The  constitution  of  Indiana 
and  the  laws  of  several  States  forbid  them  to 
come  within  their  borders-  for  permanent  resi- 
dence, which  prohibitions  would  be  of  no  effect 
if  they  are  citizens.  Whatever  privileges  indi- 
vidual States  may  accord  to  them  they  cannot 
make  them  citizens  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to 
be  "  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  the  several  States."  They  are  not  cit- 
izens by  birth,  for  the  common  law  of  England  is 
notof  force  under  the  national  Constitution.  That 
they  cannot  be  made  citizens  by  incidentally  call- 
ing them  such  in  an  act  of  Congress  is  palpa- 
ble. Whether  that  body  can  make  them  citizens 
by  an  act  passed  for  the  purpose  is,  perhaps, 
doubtful.  Theirposition  is  certainly  anomalous, 
but  there  is  no  more  perfect  right  possessed  by 
communities  and  societies  of  every  kind  than  that 
of  excluding  from  citizenship  ormembership  such 
persons  as  they  deem  proper. 

Nor  does  the  clause  in  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence that  "  all  men  are  created  equal,"  when 
rightly  construed,  even  when  allowed  to  have  the 
force  of  an  organic  law,  which  it  plainly  has  not, 
make  them  citizens.  The  equality  declared  is 
certainly  not  personal,  but  political.  The  latter 
term  can  only  apply  to  the  members  of  a  polit- 
ical community,  that  is,  a  nation.  Our  sires  cer- 
tainly did  not  intend  to  proclaim  that  a  non-natu- 
ralized Frenchman,  while  sojourning  in  England, 
should  enjoy  the  same  political  rights  as  the  na- 
tive born.  The  world  does  not,  in  any  sense, 
constitute  one  great  community;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  fiat  of  the  Almighty  Ruler,  that  men 
should  thereafter  dwell  in  separate  and  independ- 
ent communities,  is  plainly  recorded  in  the  Bible. 
The  equality  of  tlie  Declaration  of  Independence, 
therefore,  is  that  which  should  obtain  between 
members  of  the  same  community.  The  "  in- 
alieiialile  rights  "  there  epokeii  of  are  the  rights 


also  of  members  of  communities,  for  it  is  further 
said  that  "  to  secure  these  rights  Governments," 
or  in  other  words,  separate,  independent  commu- 
nities, "  are  instituted  among  men."  When  all 
such  communities  are  constitClfed  on  true  princi- 
ples, equality  of  political  rights  will  indeed  be  uni- 
versal, for  every  man,  within  his  own  community, 
Will  enjoy  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  every 
other  man  does  within  that  of  which  he  is  a  citi- 
zen or  member. 

The  class  of  persons  to  whom  I  have  alluded 
may  be  made  citizens  by  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment, and,  possibly,  by  an  act  of  Congress;  but 
there  are  grave  considerations  which  should  be 
deliberately'weighed  before  any  step  is  taken  in 
this  direction.  There  are  m'siny  of  them  to  whom 
the  rights  of  citizenship  might  be  safely  commit- 
ted, but  these  are  very  far  from  being  the  ma- 
jority. But  two,  three,  or  four  generations  have 
passed  away  since  the  ancestors  of  these  people 
were  savages  of  the  most  degraded  type.  The 
remark  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  the  effect  that  history 
furnishes  no  record  of  a  race  which  has  arisen  so 
rapidly  from  savageism  toward  civilization  may  be 
correct,  but  the  mass  are  yet  very  far  from  the  goal. 
This  is  emphatically  true  of  the  large  majority 
of  those  whom  the  war  has  liberated  from  slavery. 
Those  who  were  employed  as  domestic  and  farm 
servants,  and  were  thus  kept  more  closely  in  con- 
tact with  the  whites,  have  advanced  more  rapidly; 
but  the  progress  made  by  the  plantation  hands 
has  not  been  great,  and  they  retain  many  of  the 
traits  of  savages.  What  positions  they  are  to 
occupy  among  us,  now  and  hereafter,  is  a  ques- 
tion demanding  the  gravest  consideration,-  and 
cannot  be  determined  by  flippant  iterations  of 
maxims  of  liberty  and  equality,  which  scarcely 
apply  to  them.  We  owe  them  protection,  prob- 
!'bl  '  against  themselves  as  well  as  others,  and  I 
do  not  perceive  how  such  protection  can  be  effi- 
ciently given  unless,  like  the  freedmen  now  sup- 
ported by  the  Government,  they  remain  to  some 
extent  in  a  state  of  pupilage,  a  state  incompatible 
with  the  exercise  of  the  rights  of  citizenship. 

I  now  venture  the  assertion  that  not  one  of  the 
measures  upon  which  1  have  commented,  except 
that  which  has  already  passed  the  Senate,  is 
necessary  or  even  desirable  at  this  time.  Eman- 
cipation by  act  of  Congress  is  not  required,  even 
if  it  were  possible.  The  fugitive  law,  so  far  as 
slaves  are  concerned,  is  to-day  little  more  tlian  a 
dead  letter  on  the  statute-book.  When  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Constitution  is  adopted, 
there  will  be  no  slaves  on  whom  it  can  operate, 
and  I  have  shown  that  its  retention,  at  least  in  a 
modified  form,  is  necessary  in  regard  to  some 
other  classes  of  persons.  As  to  the  so-called  re- 
construction of  the  Union,  the  way  to  it  is  plain, 
and  will  be  easy,  when  our  armies  have  crushed 
the  rebellion.  1  adhere,  and  shall  adhere  while  I 
have  breath,  to  the  principles  developed  and  acted 
on  in  the  reorganization  of  the  government  of  Vir- 
ginia. Let  that  example  be  followed,  as  indeed 
it  has  been  and  is  being  followed,  and  all  diffi- 
culties vanish.  Let  the  loyal  men  of  each  re- 
deemed State  reorganize  their  government,  and 
when  this  is  done  for  each  and  every  one  now  un- 
der the  domination  of  the  rebels,  all  that  is  de- 
sirable is  accomplished.  I  do  not  counsel  that 
the  troops  of  the  Union  should  be  withdrawn,  or 
that  the  exclusive  control  of  affairs  should  be  re- 
linquished to  the  reorganized  governments  until  it 
can  be  done  with  safety  to  the  Union,  for  such 
safety  is  its  paramountlaw;  buti  think  Ihatsafely 
will  be  insured  whenever  the  rebellion  is  sup- 
pressed; for,  as  I  believe,  there  will  be  found  loyal 
men  enough  in  every  State,  whether  those  who 
through  all  these  bitter  times  have  held  fast  to 
their  integrity,  or  those  who  have  seen  the  error 
of  their  ways  and  renewed  their  devotion  to  the 
Union,  to  whom  the  administration  of  the  State 
government  may  be  safely  intrusted. 

As  to  the  political  and  social  status  of  the  recent 
slaves  it  is  only  wise  to  await  the  development  of 
events.  How  these  will  arrange  themselves,  even 
in  the  near  future,  no  human  ken  can  discern.  If 
the  freedmen  shall  voluntarily  become  the  labor- 
ers of  the  States  where  they  have  lived,  and  prove 
themselves  worthy  of  their  freedom,  it  will  be 
well  for  them  and  for  us, and  their  condition  will 
be  speedily  ameliorated;  but  if,  on  the  contrary, 
ns  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  they  decline  to  labor 
and  are  willing,  as  has  been  the  case  elsewhere, 
to,  live  from  luiiid  to  mouth,  the  event  will  inevi- 
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tably  prove  that  they  have  but  exchnnged  one  sub- 
jection for  aiiotlier,  nntl  that  tlitir  taslcmasters 
will  be  the  pauper  ami  criiniruil  laws  of  the  States 
where  they  reside.  Rut  this  may  be  avoided, 
and  all  that  thei^/H'st  friends  can  desire  may  be 
conceded  to  them  if  they  are  taught  a  true  self- 
respect  instead  of  a  ridiculous  self-esteem. 

The  application  of  jill  this  is  obvious.  If  tli* 
measures  1  deprecateareofdoubttui  constitution- 
ality; if  they  are  not  called  for  by  anything  grow- 
ing out  of  the  present  condition  of  our  national 
afiairs;  if  their  ed'ecl  will  be  to  irritate  and  per- 
haps estrange  a  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  who 
have  abundantly  proved  by  acts,  more  than  by 
professions,  their  dijvotion  to  the  Union  and  the 
general  welfare;  if  these  are  ready  to  vote,  pos- 
sibly, as  one  man  for  that  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  will  at  once  and  forever  destroy 
that  root  of  bitterness  which  is  supf)osed  to  call 
for  the  measures  in  question,  why  shall  they  be 
pressed  upon  Congress  and  the  country  at  this 
time?  I  leave  the  answer  to  the  patriotism  and 
good  sense  of  those  whose  consideration  and  for- 
bearance I  invoked  at  the  beginning  of  these  re- 
marks. 

Clouds  may  rest  upon  the  natural  horizon,  but 
we  know  that  somewhere  behind  them  is  the  glo- 
rious luminary  which  shall  soon  buist  through, 
difiusing  light,  heat,  and  vitality.  The  arrange- 
ments of  Providence  in  the  moral  world  assure 
us  that,  as  in  the  natural,  clouds  of  sorrow  and 
afTliction  do  but  conceal,  not  extinguish,  the  sun 
of  jnercy  which  is  ever  shining.  Clouds  and 
thick  daikness  are  resting  now  upon  our  national 
horizon,  but  let  us  have  the  faith  to  believe  that 
they  will  speedily  dissipate  and  let  in  the  rays 
that  will  revivify  our  Union.  Let  us  believe  that 
ours  will  again  be  a  united  country,  our  people 
again  dwelling  in  peace  and  harmony  under  our 
benign  institutions,  all  sectional  jealousies  and 
animosities  removed,  and  each  as  anxious  for  the 
welfare  of  his  brother  as  for  his  own,  giving  him 
no  cause  of  offense,  bearing  with  his  infirmities, 
and  kind  to  his  virtues. 

For  myself,  Mr.  Piesident,  I  have  never  doubted 
that  a  bright  future  is  in  store  for  our  common 
country  ;and  even  the  late  events  have  not  shaken 
my  faith  in  its  glorious  destiny.  Stormsand  torna- 
does in  the  natural  world  are  but  the  precursors  of 
abrighler  day ;  and  amid  the  gloom  that  surrounds 
us,  I  venture,  but  with  reverence,  to  apply  to  the 
land  of  my  birth  and  of  my  love,  the  lines  of  the 
prophet  whose  lips  were  touched  with  the  living 
fire  of  heaven: 

"  Look  upon  Zioii,  the  city  of  our  solRmiiilies! : 
Tliiiic  eyes  shall  see  Jt;rus:»leiii  a  quiet  luibitation, 
A  tnbHrii.icie  tliat  siiall  not  be  taken  down  ; 
Not  one  of  llie  stakes  thereof  sliall  ever  be  renioveil ; 
Ni-itiicr  sliall  any  of  the  cords  thereof  be  broken. 
But  llicre  tlie  glorious  Lord  will  be  ante  us 
A  place  of  broad  rivers  and  streams, 
VVlicrein  shall  go  no  galley  with  oars, 
Neither  shall  gallant  ship  pass  thereby. 
For  the  Lord  is  our  judge. 
The  Lord  is  our  lawgiver, 
Tlic  Lord  is  our  king; 
He  will  save  us." 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,(Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)  The  Senator  is  informed  that  it  is  not 
in  a  stage  to  be  amended. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  But  a  reconsideration  can  be 
moved.  The  last  vote  is  open  to  reconsidera- 
tion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Undoubtedly 
a  Senator  voting  in  the  affirmative  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  lead  a  third  time,  can 
move  a  reconsidttration  of  that  vole. 

Mr.  WILSON.     1  make  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
now  is  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  but  it  is  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  1  offer  an  aiTiendinent,  t« 
insert  at  the  end  of  the  bill  the  following: 

Out  no  person  found  in  any  Tmilory  of  the  IJiiitiid  Status 
or  in  tin;  District  of  (^cdninbia  shall  be  deenicd  to  have 
biifn  iKdd  l<>  lalior  or  sc^rvicc  or  lo  be  a  slave  ;  nor  flinll  lie 
i>r  Hlie  be  rennivcd  under  said  net  ot'  Viii'.);  and  the  lourlii 
section  of  Kald  act  Is  liereby  repealed. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  If  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  desired  to  go  on  this  afternoon  in  the 
(Itscussion  of  this  amendment  I  would  not  make 
the  motion  whie.h  1  nm  al>out  to  make;  but  it  is 
ueceKsary  that  there  shoiihl  be  n  short  executive 
GcBsiorit  arid  1  muku  that  mutiun. 


Mr.  SUMNER.  I  suggest  that  it  should  be 
an  hour  later.  * 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  think  this  bill  had  better  lie 
over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  submit  the  motion  for 
an  executive  session. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  hopenotat  this  time,  at  any 
rate.  I  iiope  we  shall  take  another  hour  on  this 
bill. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Why.?  You  cannotget  through 
with  it  this  evening. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  have  sat  listening  to 
this  debate,  and  I  was  in  hopes  that  the  debate 
would  be  brought  to  an  end  and  we  might  come 
to  a  vote  and  dispose  of  this  bill.  I  am  very  anx- 
ious to  dispose  of  the  remaining  appropriation 
bill  which  is  on  the  table  during  this  week.  1 
do  not  like  to  interfere  with  this  bill;  but  I  must 
give  notice  to  gentlemen  that  unless  they  choose 
to  dispose  of  it  this  afternoon  or  by  to-imorrow 
at  one  o'clock,  I  must  then  move  to  go  on  with 
the  Army  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  hope,  therefore,  we  may  go 
on  for  at  least  another  hour  this  afternoon.  We 
can  make  soirie  progress  if  we  cannot  finish  it. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Mr.  President,  1  hope  we  shall 
not  go  on  with  the  consideration  of  this  bill  now, 
but  that  we  shall  postpone  it  to  the  coming  week, 
and  takeup  the  Army  appropriation  bill  to-morrow 
and  go  on  with  that.  1  do  not  understand  the  anx- 
iety of  my  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts 
in  pressing  this  bill  in  its  present  condition,  lam 
exceedingly  anxious  for  an  opportunity  to  vote 
for  this  bill  in  a  shape  that  will  justify  my  con- 
science and  sense  of  justice.  As  it  now  is  I  can- 
not and  will  not  vote  affirmatively  upon  it.  There 
are  many  friends  of  the  original  bill  who  feel  as 
1  do  in  regard  to  it.  I  cannot,  therefore,  under- 
stand the  wisdom  or  the  necessity  of  pushing  it 
upon  the  Senate  now.  I  hope  that  the  Senator 
will  desist  in  his  efforts  to  press  it,  and  that  we 
shall  postpone  it  until  some  time  when  we  shall 
have  a  fuller  Senate  than  we  have  now  and  an 
opportunity  to  act  with  a  little  more  deliberation 
upon  it.  A  very  material  change  has  been  made 
in  the  bill  since  it  was  presented  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts — a  change  which, 
were  it  not  supported  by  a  majority  of  the  Sen- 
ate, I  would  say  was  not  creditable  to  the  coun- 
try at  the  present  lime;  but  1  am  nol  permitted, 
I  suppose,  to  say  that. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     1  think  you  are. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  The  Senator  thinks  I  am. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  that  is  his  opinion.  Itdoes 
not  vary  much  from  my  own. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  remind  the  Senatorfrom  California,  with  his 
indulgence,  that  while  a  motion  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business  is  pending, 
it  has  always  been  the  practice  to  place  a  very 
narrow  limit  upon  debate,  and  it  is  not  in  order 
to  discuss  other  matters  when  that  motion  is 
pending. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  do  not  propose  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  Senate.  I  move  (if  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  will  permit  me)  that  this  subject 
be  postpotied  until  Tuesday  next  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  already  a  special 
order  for  Tuesday. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Then  I  will  say  Wednes- 
day. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  withdraw  the  motion  for  an 
exectitive  session  ? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     I  do  not. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  is  the 
pending  motion. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     That  is  debatable. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  do  not  undeistand  that 
to  be  a  (leljatiible  motion. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon: 
it  is  debatable;  l)ut  I  have  no  desire  to  debate  it 
-tit  length.  1  will  merely  make  one  remark  in  re- 
ply to  my  friend  t'rom  California.  I  enter  into 
liiB  ideas  completely;  butltio  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan has  just  prescnteil  an  ainendmi.'iit;  itison  the 
table;  he  has  some  few  woids  of  explanation  to 
make.  I  wish  to  listen  to  him;  I  think  my  friend 
from  California  would  be  glad  to  listen  to  him; 
and  1  wish,  if  possible,  that  we  may  get  a  vote 
on  that  amendment,  and  possibly  on  still  another 
amendment.  We  may  do  something,  therefore, 
to  improve  the  proposition.  Wlnaher  we  can 
bring  It  into  such  a  shapt^  thai  wc  can  have  finally 


the  vote  of  my  friend  from  California  remains  to 
be  seen;  but  let  us  try,  and  use  the  time  that  re- 
mains this  afternoon,  at  least  for  another  hour. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  1  have  nothing  further  to 
say  since  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  will  not 
withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  will  let  this  question  go  over. 
We  certainly  cannot  take  the  final  vote  to-day, 
and  perhaps  not  to-morrow.  There  are  Senators 
absent,  who  cannot  be  here  until  next  week,  that 
desire  to  speak  and  vote  upon  it.  1  do  not  think 
we  shall  gain  anything  by  trying  to  take  the  vote 
this  week.  There  are  half  a  dozen  amendments 
to  be  proposed. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well;  if  the  friends  of 
the  measure  request  that  it  shall  not  be  pressed 
to-day,  1  certainly  will  nol  throw  myself  in  their 
way. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  are  at  least  three 
other  amendments  to  be  proposed  to  this  measure, 
and  it  will  take  some  time  to  discuss  them. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  have  named  Wednesday 
of  next  week.     I  hope  that  will  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well;  let  the  Senator 
make  that  motion. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  If  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin will  permit  me,  I  will  renew  that  motion. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  shall  certainly  do  so.  I 
withdraw  my  motion  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  1  move,  then,  that  this  bill 
be  postponed  to  and  made  tlie  order  of  the  day  for 
next  Wednesday,  at  one  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

AllMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  move  to  take  up  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Army  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  must  now  renew  my 
motion  for  an  executive  session. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  will  leave  the  ap- 
propriation bill  as  the  unfinislied  business,  I  sup- 
pose, to  come  up  to-niorrow  as  the  S|iecial  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  will  be 
the  effect. 

EXKCUTIVE  SKSSION. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Doolittle  was  agreed  to; 
and  after  some  time  spent  in  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  ^^pril  2L  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

IRON-CLAD  VESSELS. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  foj  the  use  of  the  Navy 
Department  two  tliousand  copies  of  llie  report  and  docu- 
ments of  the  Seerctary  of  the  Navy  relating  to  iron-clad 
vessels,  &c.,  and  three  thousand  for  tlie  use  of  the  Mouse. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  tlie 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

FOREIGN  EMIGRATION. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  following  resolution  ;  which 
was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Rcnolicd,  That  there  shall  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  coni- 
niitlee  to  vihicli  was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's 
message  as  refers  to  foreign  emigration. 

Mr.  A-  W.  CLARK  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 

Mr.  A.  W.CLARK.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Printing  to  report  back  to  the 
House  a  memorial  presented  to  the  House  in  ref- 
erence loan  increase  of  compensation  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Consreesional  Globe.     After  con- 
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sultatinti  with  Mr.  Rives,  the  former  proprietor 
of  llie  Globe,  he  submiuetl  to  the  committee  two 
propositions,  eitiier  one  of  which  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  him.  Tlic  former  was  the  most  accept- 
able. In  a  joint  committee  oftlie  two  Houses,  the 
committee  were  equally  divided,  three  in  favor  of 
one,  and  three  in  favor  of  the  other.  The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  iiave  directed  me  to  report  to 
the  House  the  two  propositions,  in  order  that 
the  House  might  decide  which  of  the  two' they. 
would  accept.     I  send  them  to  the  desk. 

The  Clerk  read  the  propositions,  as  follows: 
Globe  OrncR, 
Washington  City,  March  18,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  wish  I  will  briefly  state 
what,  ill  the  opinion  of  the  proprietor  of  the  (Jlolie,  should 
b(!  the  increase  upon  the  compensation  now  paid  to  liini 
lor  reportiiig  and  printing  the  debates  of  Congress,  to  en- 
able him  to  continue  the  work,  and  to  insure  to  him  a  fair 
return  upon  the  capital  and  for  the  labor  involved  in  its 
prosecution.  Either  of  the  two  following  propositions  is  ac- 
ceptable, though  not  equally  satisfactory,  to  him.  I  name 
them  in  the  order  of  his  choice  : 

I.  Congress  to  restore  that  feature  of  its  agreement  with 
him  which  was  observed  for  eight  years  from  its  date,  and 
abrogated  without  notice  to  him  at  the  close  of  the  first 
session  Thirty-Fourth  Congress,  on  the  passtige  of  the  bill 
changing  the  compensation  of  members,  which  agreement 
provided  for  the  purchase  from  him  of  a  complete  set  of 
the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix  for  each  new  mem- 
ber who  had  not  before  received  them.  This  provision  gave 
to  him  all  that  he  was  to  receive  in  addition  to  such  rates 
of  e()m|iensation  as  had  been  paid  to  the  parties  who  had 
reported  ami  printed  the  debates  for  several  years  prior  to 
1846,  ami  whothen  found  themselves  unable  to  goon  with 
tlie  W(nk  for  the  prices  they  were  receiving.  It  was  then 
that  the  proprietor  of  the  Globe,  who  had  been  printing 
(unofTieially)  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix  for  a 
dozen  years,  agreed  with  Congress  to  undertake  the  report- 
ing and  printing  of  its  debates  at  the  same  rates  which  had 
been  paid  to  the  retiring  contractors,  and  the  then  very 
slight  adilition  to  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  back  vol- 
umes, as  above  menlione<l.  He  is  to-day,  and  has  been 
for  several  years  past,  doing  this  work — largely  increased 
in  volume — for  the  prices  upon  which  other  parties  failed 
iu  18-16!  He  beli(!ves  that  the  fnrjiishing  of  these  back 
volumes  of  his  work  is  as  much  a  part  of  his  contract  as 
is  the  fiirinshing  of  the  current  issue.  He  bound  the  num- 
ber— reprinting  and  stereotyping  at  great  expense  such  as 
had  become  exhausted — required  for  the  new  members  of 
xUv.  Thirty  Fourth  Congress,  not  doubling  that  he  would 
be  called  upon  to  supply  ihem  as  usual;  he  felt  bound  to 
do  this;  bur  he  was  not  permitted  to  furnish  them, and  Ihe 
volmncs  still  lii^  here  in  his  otlice.  His  elforts  during  the 
Thirty-Fifth,  Thirty-Sixth,  and  Thirty-Seventh  Congresses 
to  have  this  part  of  his  agreemi:iit  made  good  have  proved 
nn:iviiiling,  though  he  has  twice  ot1ered,"and  is  still  will- 
ing, to  make  a  discount  of  twenty  per  cent,  from  the  price 
heretofore  paid  him  for  co|ues  supplied.  Consequently, 
during  the  last  four  (Congresses,  the  returns  upon  the  out- 
lay incident  to  the  prosecution  of  this  etiterprise  have  been 
greatly  inadequate;  but  Ihe  work  has  been  continued  in 
the  belief  that  Congress  would  finally  do  him  justice  ;  would 
restore  that  which  had  been  taken  from  him.  Bntfortkis 
belief  the  repuriiiig  andprinting  of  the  debates  by  Mr-  Rives 
u'ould  have  eeased  several  years  ago. 

This  provision  restored,  together  with  the  renewal  of  the 
payment  of  the  "  one  cent  for  every  five  pages  excess  over 
three  thousand  for  a  long,  and  fifteen  hundred  for  a  short, 
session,"  (which  was  the  estimated  extent  of  the  work  at 
the  time  Mr.  Rives  became  the  oflicial  reporter,  but  which 
limit  has  since  been  almost  always  largely  exceeded,  so 
much  so  that  Congress  passed  a  law  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  tliis  prorata  for  this  excess,  and  which  was  paid 
for  in  a  few  instances  until  the  law  was  repealed  iu  1860, 
without  any  consultation  with  or  notice  to  tlie  party  whose 
imerests  it  so  seriously  affected,)  will  enable  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  Globe  to  continue,  perinanenlly,  the  reporting 
ami  printing  the  debates  in  the  promptand  acceptable  man- 
ner which  has  heretofore  characterized  his  work. 

[1.  Congress  to  pay  an  advance  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  the 
prices  now  paid  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Globe  forthe  work 
dime  by  him  for  the  two  Houses.  This  increase  will  make 
the  price  for  reporting  and  printing  the  debates  iu  the  Daily 
Globe  $11  o.'j  a  column;  and  $9  u  copy  for  the  Congres- 
siinial  Globe  and  Appendix  for  a  long  session,  and  $4  .50 
a  copy  for  a  sliort  session.  This  increase,  to  date  from  the 
begimiing  of  the  current  (Thirty-Eighth)  Congress,  will 
enable  the  reporter  and  printer  of  the  debates  to  proceed 
with  the  work,  probably,  only  temporarily. 

The  acceptance  of  the  first  proposition  vs'ill  place  the 
work  on  a  permanent  basis  ;  will  not  cost  any  more  than  the 
secoiul,  except,  perhaps,  for  the  present  Congress — proba- 
bly something  less  hereafter — and  will  be  at  the  same  time  a 
step  toward  the  fnlfillun.iU  of  a  fairagreement  between  Con- 
gress and  an  employe  who  has  never  hesitated  to  incur  any 
expense  whatever  that  the  exi^ncies  of  Ihe  time  have  de- 
nnnided  for  the  full  and  satisiaetoiy  performance  of  his 
duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  A.  BAILEY, 
Chief  Clerk. 
Hon.  Ambrose  VV.  Claris,  Chairman  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, House  oj  Kcprcsenlutives  United  States. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  In  order  that  the  House 
may  net  understandingly  upon  the  subject,  I  will 
state  that  the  first  proposition,  if  accepted,  will 
require  an  expenditure  of  about  ninety-eight  thou- 
sand dollars. 

It  will  be  scon  that  the  former  proprietor  made 
these  propositions,  and  they  are  acceptable  to  the 
prcEciit  owners.    This  report  has  been  delayed 


.several  rlays  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Rives,  his  death  being  announced  the  very  day 
the  report  was  to  have  been  made.  By  the  former 
proposition  the  proprietor  of  the  Globe  requires 
that  the  Congressional  Globe  shall  be  accepted 
and  paid  for  for  all  the  present  members  of  the 
Senate  and  Delegates  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives who  have  not  received  copies  of  the  same. 
I  find  by  an  examination  that  there  are  thirty- 
eight  Senators  now  who  have  not  received  them 
under  the  former  arrangement,  and  one  hundred 
and  eighty-one  members  of  the  Flouse,  with  nine 
Delegates.  This  proposition  will  require  an  ex- 
penditure of  $;9,424  for  the  Senate,  and  |47,I20 
for  the  House  for  the  books  alone.  To  that  must 
be  added  the  increased  pay  of  one  cent  for  every 
five  pages  of  the  excess  of  the  former  contract, 
which  provided  for  three  tiiousand  pages  for  a 
long  and  fifteen  hundred  pages  for  ashortsession. 
Talcing  the  Thirty-Seventh  Congress  as  a  fair 
average  for  the  extent  of  the  work,  we  find  that 
there  was  an  excess  of  fifteen  hundred  and  four 
pages  over  the  contract  stipulation.  This  excess 
at  one  cent  per  each  five  pages  produces  the  sum 
of  ^42,000,  vyhich,  added  to  the  amount  required 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Globes,  would  call  for  an 
appropriation  of  jJ98,544. 

The  second  proposition  is  to  perform  the  same 
labor,  (not  furnishing  the  books,)  at  an  ad- 
vance of  fifty  per  cent,  upon  the  rates  now  allowed 
him.  The  aggregate  amount  paid  Mr.  Rives 
for  the  Thirty-Seventh  Congress  was  ^133,550 — 
1^59,956  for  the  Senate  and  JJ76, 594  for  the  House. 
Thus,  to  meet  this  increased  expenditure  it  will 
require  an  additional  appropriation  of  ^66,775  for 
the  Thirty-Eighth  Congress.  The  price  charged 
for  the  back  numbers  of  the  Globe  is  four  dollars 
per  volifme,  being  twenty  percent,  less  than  for- 
merly paid  for  them.  Although  the  former  prop- 
osition may  seem  to  be  more  expensive  than  the 
latter,  still,  under  it  you  get  two  hundred  and 
nineteen  full  sets  of  the  Globe  from  the  Twenty- 
Third  Congress  up  to  this  time,  making  sixty- 
two  volumes  to  each  member.  I  now  submit  the 
matter  to  the  House,  and  ask  that  they  shall  take 
action  upon  it. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  understand  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Printing  has  submitted 
two  propositions  to  the  House,  not  both  going 
together.  It  occurs  to  me  that  there  would  be 
some  difficulty  in  knowing  how  to  act  upon 
them,  and  I  suggest  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  that  perhaps  the  best  course 
would  be  to  recommit  the  subject  to  the  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  report  one  or  the  other 
of  those  propositions  to  the  House. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  It  is  for  that  purpose 
that  we  make  this  report. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  will  move,  then,  that  the 
subject  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  providing 
for  carrying  out  the  contract  claimed  to  liavebeen 
made  by  the  late  Mr.  Rives — the  first  proposition 
reported.  1  think  that  that  course  ought  to  be 
pursued  by  the  House,  because  it  is  evident  to 
my  mind,  and  must  be  evident  to  the  mind  of 
every  member  of  the  House,  that  that  proposition 
is  the  cheapest  for  the  Government,  and  it  is  one, 
1  know,  that  the  pride  of  the  old  proprietor  of  the 
Globe  was  closely  connected  with.  He  disliked 
the  idea  of  a  gratuity  made  to  him  by  Congress, 
and  was  always  anxious  that  he  should  be  enabled 
to  go  on  with  the  Globe  office,  and  with  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty,  by  Congress  simply  com- 
plying with  its  contract  as  made  with  him  origin- 
ally. I  am  anxious  on  that  account  that  that 
proposition  shall  be  adopted  instead  of  the  latter 
proposition. 

I  will  move,  therefore,  if  agreeable  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  that  the  subject  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  bill  providing  for  the  first 
proposition. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  yield  to  me  for  a  single  moment. > 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.     1  will. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  It  is  important  that  the 
House  should  understand  the  proposition  now 
before  it.  I  think  it  very  clear  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Congress  to  do  something  in  relation  to 
this  matter.  1  am  entirely  satisfied  that  the  work 
will  not  be  coniiuued  unless  something  is  done 
on  the  part  of  Congress.  I  think  it  is  a  work 
liial  is  very  creditable  to  the  country.     1  know  of 


no  reports  that  are  made  of  the  proceedings  of 
legislative  bodies  in  any  other  land  that  are  at  all 
equal  to  those  that  are  made  at  the  Globe  office. 
In  the  promptness  of  their  production,  in  the 
fidelity  of  the  reporters,  and  the  accuracy  and 
beauty  of  mechanical  execution,  thecongressional 
debates  deserve  high  praise. 

If  we  adopt  the  proposition  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  the  additional  ex- 
pense for  the  first  year  will  be  very  large,  more, 
as  I  understand,  than  it  would  be  under  the  other 
proposition.  But,  as  is  suggested  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  we  shall,  in 
addition  to  having  these  reports  as  usual,  have 
these  additional  volumes  for  distribution.  The 
system  of  making  appropriations  for  volumes  of 
these  debates  for  the  use  of  members  of  Congress 
has  now  been  abandoned  for  something,  I  think, 
like  nine  years.  I  understand  that  there  are  in 
the  present  House  but  three  members  who  have 
received  these  debates.  All  the  other  members 
are  new  members.  If  this  proposition  should 
carry  and  these  volumes  should  be  taken  from 
the  Globe  office,  1  submit  this  question  to  the 
House,  whether  members  could  take  them  under 
the  existing  law  without  refunding  the  price  to 
the  Treasury  out  of  their  pay.  1  think  that  is 
the  present  lavir,  and  a  just  and  proper  law  it  is 
also. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  If  the  gentleman  will  per- 
mit ire,  I  think  that  objection  can  be  very  easily 
obviated  and  the  purpose  that  we  contemplate  be 
accomplished  by  providing  that  each  copy  fur- 
nished under  the  law  for  each  member  shall  be 
deposited  in  some  public  library  in  his  district. 
That  would  deprive  the  thing  of  the  nature  of  a 
private  bequest  of  books  to  members  of  Congress, 
and  bring  it  from  under  the  operation  of  the  lavt^ 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  refers. 

If  the  gentleman  will  permit  me,  I  will  add  that 
from  the  exposS  made  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  it  occurred  to  me,  and 
must  have  occurred  to  the  House,  that  the  prop- 
osition I  made,  if  adopted,  would  becheaperand 
more  economical  than  the  second  proposition.  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  labors  under 
a  mistake. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  go  on,  I  think  I  shall  reach  a  proper  con- 
clusion, and  possibly  we  may  not  differ. 

I  suppose  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing  has  thoroughly  investigated  this  mat- 
ter, and  would  present  the  case  to  the  House  so 
that  they  can  understand  which  of  the  two  prop- 
ositions is  the  most  economical.  As  I  learned 
from  his  speech,  it  is  his  impression  that  after 
the  first  year  it  would  be  far  more  economical  for 
us  to  adopt  the  first  proposition.  If  we  can  rid 
it  of  the  difficulty  about  its  being  a  gift  or  appro- 
priation to  members  of  Congress  and  distribute 
the  volumes  among  the  public  libraries  of  the 
country,  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  it;  I  have 
an  objection,  however,  to  any  proposition  that 
will  give  to  the  members  of  this  House  an  op- 
portunity to  fill  up  their  own  private  libraries 
from  this  or  any  other  source.  But  I  am  clearly 
of  the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  do  something,  and 
that  speedily,  in  relation  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  did  not  quite  understand 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  I  wish  to 
know  whether  if  we  take  the  volumes  already 
published  we  have  any  assurance  that  we  shall 
not  be  called  on  hereafter  for  this  additional  pay- 
ment? 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  I  understand  that  the 
present  proprietors  of  the  Globe  are  satisfied  with 
thisarrangementand  are  willing  to  carry  it  out,  and 
if  cither  party  sees  fit  to  abrogate  the  bargain,  they 
can  do  it  by  giving  two  years'  notice.  The  pro- 
prietors of  the  Globe  say  that  under  this  first  prop- 
osition the  work  can  be  carried  on;  under  the 
second  it  cannot  be  relied  on  as  a  permanent  ar- 
rangement, butmust  depend  upon  circumstances. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  are  to  pay 
^28,00U  for  back  volumes,  and  then  to  be  called 
on  in  a  year  or  two  to  pay  fifty  per  cent,  to  keep 
it  running,  I  prefer  to  pay  fifty  per  cent.  now.  If 
we  can  have  any  such  contract  as  will  avoid  that 
necessity  hereafter,  I  think  the  first  proposition 
to  be  best  if  we  can  have  any  useuraiice  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.     I  have  their  assurance. 

Mr.  WlNDOtVl.  Is  itaii  assurance  which  will 
be  binding? 
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Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  It  will  be  made  so  be- 
fore the  contract  is  coiDpleted.  1  call  the  atten- 
tion of  members  to  the  Itiw  of  Congress. 

The  Clerk  rend,  as  follows: 

••  if  any  books  i-hiill  hereafter  he  ordered  to  and  received 
by  inembcrs  of  Congress  by  a  resolution  of  oitlier  or  botii 
Houses  of  Congress,  the  price  paid  for  the  same  shall  be 
deducted  from  tlie  comprnsation  provided  for  such  member 
or  members :  Provided,  however,  That  this  shall  not  extend 
to  books  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  public  printer  during 
the  Congress  lor  which  the  said  memlier  sliall  liave  been 
•lected.'' — Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  11,  p.  49. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  If  the  House  wishes  to 
act  on  eitlier  pioposition,  the  committee  is  pro- 
pared  to  report  tx  bill  which  can  be  acted  upon  at 
thia  time  as  well  perhajis  as  at  any  other  time. 
The  matter  has  been  fully  discussed  in  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  negotiation  has  been  going  on  for 
some  time. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Then  I  withdraw  iny  mo- 
tion to  recommit. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee is  accepted. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Perhaps  the  House  had  bet- 
ter act  on  my  proposition  at  this  inoinent.  I 
move  tliat  the  subject  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
miiine  on  Printing,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  forthwith. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.     I  do  not  object. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLAP».K,  from  the  Coajmittee  on 
Printing,  reported  a  bill  to  pay  in  part  for  the 
published  debates  of  Congress, and  forotherpur- 
poses;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  -Being  an  appropriation  bill 
it  requires  unanimous  consent  to  be  considered  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Let  me  make  r.n  in- 
quiry first.  Jf  I  understand  the  bill  it  provides 
that  in  future  all  Senators  and  members  shall  re- 
ceive the  back  numbers  of  the  Congressional 
Globe.  If  so,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  seems  to  me  to 
be  holding  out  a  great  bounty.  It  is  like  com- 
pound interest,  incieasing  from  year  to  year. 
Members  of  the  next  Congress  will  not  only  re- 
ceive the  Congretisional  Globe  for  former  years, 
but  they  will  receive  the  Congressional  Globe  for 
tlii.s  Congress.  So  on  year  after  year;  and  it 
would  puzzle  tiie  brain  of  any  man  in  this  House 
to  calculate  liow  many  Congressional  Globes  a 
new  member  would  be  entitled  to  one  hui^red 
years  hence.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  lie 
cliea|)er  to  talce  tlie  other  proposition  and  pay  fifty 
per  cent,  additional. 

Mr.  PRUYN.     It  is  limited  to  ten  years. 

The  SPEAKER.     Does  the  gentleman  object? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.     I  do. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  What  condition  would  this 
be  in  if  postponed  uniil  to-morrow.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  come  up  after  the 
reading  of  the  Journal,  if  the  House  did  not  go 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  ALLEY.     I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tlialcan  be  done  by  a  ma- 
jority vote. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Let  us  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  take 
it  up  now.  It  will  not  require  more  than  a  few 
minutes  to  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Several  members  on  this  side 
want  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  It  has  been  up  for  three 
Congresses. 

Mr.  SMITH.  1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
S[>eakcr  rose  in  his  place  and  said  that  it  requiied 
unanimous  consent  to  consider  the  bill  in  the 
House,  and  there  was  no  objection,  so  far  as  we 
lieard  over  here.  Then  a  sjieech  was  made  witii- 
(jut  objection  being  made.  1  malcu  the  point  that 
the  objection  comes  loojate. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
reserved  his  rigiit  to  object. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
io  willing  to  withdraw  hi.s  objection. 

iVlr.  FARNSWORTH.  Tarn  willing  to  with- 
draw my  objection  to  hear  any  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  with- 
draw it? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.     I  do. 

Mr.  ALLEY.     I  renew  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  that  the  further  con- 
Bideratior  of  the  sulject  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


INTKRNAL  KEVKNUK  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  now  insist  on  my  motion 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Washburne,  of 
Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  tlie  bill  of  the  House  (No.  405)  to  pro- 
vide internal  revenue  to  support  the  Government, 
to  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other 
purposes;  the  pending  question  being  on  the 
amendment  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Holman 
to  the  forty-fourth  section. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  section 
forty-nine  by  striking  out  in  line  six  the  word 
"  assessor"  and  inserting  in  its  place  the  v/ord 
"collector." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  seven  of  the  same 
section  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word 
"  assessor"  and  inserting  in  its  place  the  word 
"  collector." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  same 
section  by  striking  out  in  the  fifty-first  line,  at 
the  end  thereof,  the  word  "  assessor"  and  insert- 
ing in  its  place  the  word  "collector." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL  moved  to  amend  the  same 
section  in  the  twelfth  line  by  striking  out  the 
word  "  assessor"  and  inserting  in  its  place  the 
word  "  collector." 

The  section,  as  amended,  would  then  read: 

Sec.  49.  .^nrl  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  ap- 
plyiii;;  for  a  license  as  a  distiller,  shall,  in  addition  to  what 
is  requiied  by  other  provisions  of  law,  make  an  application 
therefor  to  the  assessor  of  the  district,  and  before  the  same 
is  issued  llie  person  so  applying  shall  give  bond  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  such  sum  as  sliall  be  required  by  the  collect- 
or, and  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  said 
collector,  conditioned  tliat  in  case  any  additional  still  or 
stills,  or  other  implements  to  be  used  as'aforesaid,  slrall  be 
erected  by  him,  liis  agent  or  superintendent,  he  will,  be- 
fore using,  or  causing,  or  iiermilting  the  same  to  be  used, 
report  in  writing  to  tiie  said  collector  the  capacity  thereof, 
and  information  tVom  time  to  time  of  any  change  in  the  form, 
capacity,  ownership,  agency,  or  superintendence,  wliieh 
all  or  either  of  the  said  stisils  or  other  implements  may  un- 
dergo, and  that  he  will  from  day  to  day  enter,  or  cause  to  be 
entered,  in  a  bo(;k  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  number 
of  gallons  of  spirits  that  may  be  distilled  by  said  still  or 
stills,  or  other  implements,  and  also  of  the  quantities  of 
grain  or  other  vegetable  productions,  or  otlier  substances 
put  into  the  masli  tub,  or  otherwise  used  by  liim,  his  agent 
or  superintendent,  for  tlie  purpose  of  producing  spirits;  and 
said  book  shall  he  open  at  all  times  during  the  day  (Sun- 
days excepted)  to  the  inspection  of  the  said  assessor,  as- 
sistant assessor,  collector,  deputy  collector,  or  inspector, 
who  may  make  any  memorandums  or  transcripts  there- 
from ;  and  also  that  lie  will  render  to  the  said  assessor  or 
assistant  assessor,  on  the  first,  tenth,  and  twentieth  days 
of  each  and  every  month,  or  within  five  days  thereafter, 
during  the  continuance  of  said  license,  an  exact  account 
in  writing,  taken  from  his  books,  of  the  number  of  gallons 
of  spirits  distilled,  and  also  of  the  nninbcr  of  gallons  sold  or 
removed  for  coiisuniplion  or  sale  by  him,  his  agent  or  su- 
perintendent, and  the  proof  thereof,  and  also  ot  the  quan- 
tities of  grain  or  other  vegetable  productions,  or  other  sub- 
stances, put  into  the  mash  tub,  or  othervyise  used  by  lifm, 
his  agent,  or  superintendent,  for  the  purpose  of  producing 
spirits,  for  the  period  or  fiaclnmal  part  of  a  montlhthen  next 
preceding  the  date  of  said  report,  which  said  report  shall  he 
verified  liy  alTulavit  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law;  that 
he  will  not  sell  or  permit  to  be  sold,  or  removed  lor  con- 
sumption or  sale,  any  spirits  distilled  by  him  under  and  by 
virtue  of  his  said  license,  until  the  same  sliall  have  been 
inspected,  gauged,  and  proved,  and  the  quantity  thereof 
duly  entered  upon  hi.s  books  as  aforesaid;  and  he  will,  at 
the  lime  of  rendering  said  account,  immediately  Ibrward  to 
the  collector  or  deputy  collector  of  the  district  a  copy  there- 
of duly  certified  by  the  assessor  or  assistant  assessor;  and 
that  he  will  also  pay  to  the  said  collector  or  his  deputy  the 
duties  which  hy  law  are  imposed  on  the  spirits  so  distilled. 
And  the  said  bond  may  be  lenewed  orchanged  from  time  to 
time,  in  regard  to  the  amount  and  sureties  thereof,  accord- 
ing to  the  discretion  of  tlu'  collector. 

IMr.  IJOUTWELL.  The  committee  has  al- 
reaily  observed  that  upon  motion  of  the  golitle- 
niaii  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  the  word 
"  collector"  lias  been  substituted  in  the  sixth  and 
seventh  lines  for  the  word  "  assessor." 

As  the  law  now  stands  the  whole  business  of 
superintending  the  distilleries  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  collectors,  and  under  their  superintendence  1 
am  not  aware  that  any  difHculty  or  loss  has  oc- 
curred. And  my  own  judgment  is  that  we  had 
better  permit  the  law  in  this  particular  to  remain 
where  it  has  stood  from  the  beginning. 

Aa  the  section  was  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  the  whole  inatter  of  the  super- 


intendence of  these  distilTeries  would  have  been 
transl'erred  from  the  collectors  to  the  assessors. 
The  collectors  are  responsible  officers.  They  ate 
under  bonds  to  tjie  amount  of  §100,000  eacli, 
while  the  assessors  are  not  under  bonds  at  all. 

But,  sir,  the  section,  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee and  as  it  now  stands,  dilfcrs  from  the  ex- 
isting law  in  another  clause.  Under  the  law  as  it 
now  stands,  returns  are  to  be  made  monthly,  and 
the  duties  are  to  be  [laid  when  the  returns  are 
made.  Now,  if  the  section  remains  as  amended 
upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
while  the  bonds  will  be  given  to  the  collector,  the 
returns  are  to  be  made  to  the  assessor.  The  pay- 
ments are  then  to  be  made  to  the  collector.  That 
will  be  the  result  of  allowing  the  section  to  remain 
as  it  now  stands  without  the  amendment  which  I 
have  submitted.  In  other  words,  the  original  ap- 
plication setting  fortli  the  various  facts  in  regard 
to  the  distillery  will  be  made  to  the  collector;  but 
any  change  to  be  made  subsequently  is  reported 
to  the  assessor. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  after  nearly  two  years' 
experience  in  the  whole  matter  of  the  superin- 
tendence of  distilleries  in  the  hands  of  collectors, 
who,  as  far  as  is  known  to  the  Department,  have 
discharged  their  duties  faithfully  and  without  loss, 
it  would  be  unwise  to  make  any  change  in  the 
law  in  this  particular. 

I  therefore  offer  this  amendment,  and  if  it  be 
adopted,  I  will  move  to  amend  the  section  in  an- 
other particular  to  make  it  conform  exactly  to 
existing  law. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  have  great  respect  for  the 
opinion  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, butafter  a  careful  examination  of  this 
whole  question  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  I  believe  al- 
most unanimously,  that  the  change  as  now  pro- 
posed will  bean  improvetnent  in  the  existing  law. 

It  will  be  noticed  by  gentlemen  of  the  House 
that  the  whole  theory  of  granting  licenses  is  based 
upon  the  idea  that  they  are  to  be  granted  by  the  as- 
sessors. The  section,  therefore, as  now  amended, 
upon  my  motion,  will  simply  provide  for  the  same 
practice  in  respect  to  distillers  as  that  adopted  in 
re.^pect  to  all  other  persons  engaging  in  any  kind 
of  husi.iess. 

It  is  true  the  collector  is  supposed  to  be  a  rnan 
of  responsibility  and  character.  And  when  we 
come  to  the  taking  of  bonds  we  devolve  that  duty 
upon  him.  And  tlieh  after  that  we  require  the 
parties  who  are  distilling  spirits  to  make  their  re- 
turns to  the  assessors  in  order  that  all  tlie  internal 
revenue  officers  may  have  some  knowledge  of 
what  is  going  on  instead  of  confining  it  merely 
to  the  collector.  I  do  think  it  is  important  that 
all  these  officers  should  have  some  cognizance  of 
the  business,  and  hence  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  1  would  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  that  we  have  a  check  upon  the  collect- 
ors in  this  under  the  fifty-second  section  of  this 
act;  the  inspectors  of  spirits,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
inspect  all  spirits  before  they  are  removed  from 
the  distillery,  are  independent  ofiicers  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  their  re- 
turns are  a  check  upon  the  collectors;  so  that  un- 
less there  is  a  collusion  between  the  distiller,  the 
inspector,  and  the  collector,  the  Government  is 
entirely  sure  to  receive  all  the  tax  due. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  suggest  whether  it  is  not 
belter  that  the  returns  shall  be  made  by  the  as- 
sessors in  the  proper  and  usual  manner,  in  tu'dcr 
that  the  CoiTimissioncr  of  Internal  Revenue  may 
derivesome  knowlcdgcof  whalisgoingoii  throuy;h 
the  assessors.  I  think  that  will  preserve  the  sym 
metry  of  the  bill. 

The  arneiidment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  move  lo  amend  the 
forty-ninth  section  in  line  thirty-one,  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "gallon"  the  words  "  placed 
in  warehouse  and  the  nutnber."  The  object  of 
this  amendment  is  lo  require  that  all  ]iersons  in 
making  a  return  of  the  number  of  gallons  of 
spirits  distilled  shall  as  well  return  the  amount 
which  has  gone  into  warehouse  for  the  purpose 
of  exportation  as  the  amount  which  has  been  re- 
moved for  consumption  or  sale,  or  in  any  other 
wise  disposed  of.  I  think,  inasmuch  as  a  section, 
will  ])rol)al)ly  be  ailoptcd  providing  for  the  ware- 
housing of  distilled  sjiirits  for  exportation,  it  is 
proper  that  the  return  shall  show  the  number  of 
gallons  disposed  of  in  that  way. 
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Mr.  MORRILL.     I  think  that  is  right. 

The  ameiulment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL."  1  move  to  amend  the  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  word  "  assessor"  in  the 
twcnty-tliird  line  and  substituting  in  lieu  thereof 
tiie  word  "collector."  The  amendment  wliich 
I  just  now  proposed  was  rejected  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  I  wish  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  peculiar 
cliaracter  which  this  section  will  liave  if  we  pass 
it  in  the  shape  in  which  it  now  stands.  This  sec- 
tion, as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  was  drawn  with  the  intention  of  trans- 
ferring all  these  powers  from  the  collector  to  the 
assessors.  Now,  then,  by  (he  amendments  which 
have  been  made  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,  there  appears  to  me  a  great 
incongruity  in  the  bill;  and  there  will  appear  to 
be  others  as  this  section  is  investigated  and  sub- 
jected to  the  test  of  criticism  and  judicial  examina-  _^ 
lion.  But  the  one  which  appears  to  me  on  the  mo- 
ment, and  to  which  1  wish  to  call  attention,  is  that 
it  is  provided  here  that  a  bond  shall  be  given  to 
the  collector  by  the  distiller  conditioned  that  he 
shall  «hi  certain  things,  and  that  the  doing  or  not 
doing  these  things  are  facts  which  are  to  be  known 
to  the  assessor  only,  and  which  the  collector 
shall  have  no  official  knowledge  of  as  to  whether 
they  are  done  or  not. 

Now  what  I  say  is,  we  should  either  go  back 
to  the  drawof  tlie  section  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee and  put  this  whole  matterupon  the  collect- 
ors, so  that  they  shall  receive  bonds,  be  the  re- 
sponsible officers  of  the  Government,  superintend 
these  distillers,  and  know  whether  the  obliga- 
tions they  assume  to  the  Government  are  complied 
with  or  not;  or  else  we  should  put  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility upon  the  assessors,  making  them 
responsible  to  the  Government  under  bond  as  to 
whether  these  duties  of  the  distillers  are  per- 
formed or  not.     I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  object  to  the  withdrawal 
of  tlie  amendment.  I  merely  wish  to  c&li  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  the  proposition  which 
the  gentleman  makes,  which  is  to  insert  the  word 
"collector"  in  the  place  of  "assessor." 

Mr.  BOUT  WELL.  I  wish  the  committee  to 
understand  that  I  moved  the  amendment  in  order 
to  get  my  general  views  before  the  committee  be- 
fore we  passed  the  section. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  gentleman  will  pardon 
me,  but  he  proposed  to  show  what  difficulties  will 
arise  unless  this  provision  should  be  changed, 
and  (he  only  point  he  seized  upon  to  illustrate 
his  views  is  this  part  of  the  section  contained  in 
line  twenty-three.  What  does  it  provide?  Why, 
that— 

i^aid  book  shall  be  Ofp.n  at  all  times  diirins  the  day  (Sun- 
days excepted)  to  tbe  inspection  of  tlie  said  iissessor,  assist- 
ant assessor,  colleclor,  deputy  collector,  or  inspector,  who 
may  make  any  memorandums  or  transcripts  therefrom. 

Now,  sir,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  the  col- 
lectors and  assessors  making  these  examinations 
— all  of  them.      Why  confine  it  to  the  collectors  ? 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  Will  the  gentleman  yield 
to  mo  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  thought  I  had  made  my- 
self understood.  The  incongruity  to  which  I  de- 
sire to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  arises  from  the  peculiar  phraseology  that 
is  found  in  the  forty-ninth  section,  on  page  53.  I 
availed  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  move  this 
amendment,  as  I  saw  that  the  coinmittee  was  pass- 
ing from  that  section,  in  order  that  I  might  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  thatincongruity. 
I  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  having  any 
opinion  upon  the  particular  phrase  to  which  my 
amendment  is  offered.  1  now  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  propose 
to  ainetid  the  fifty-first  section  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing, to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  twenty-fourth 
line: 

Provided  further,  Thai  all  spirits  on  hand  at  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  this  act,  or  at  the  several  limes  prescribed 
for  the  increase  of  the  duties  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  subject 
to  the  rates  of  duties  as  provided  for  in  this  act  from  and 
alter  the  said  periods  respectively,  except  that  spirits  which 
Eliall  have  been  already  taxed  under  tlie  act  approved  on 
the  l.st  day  of  July,  A.  1).  1883,  or  imder  and  in  pursuance 
of  ihe  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  subject  to  more 
than  tlic  additional  or  increased  lax  at  the  said  several 
periods. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  pro|)ose  to  discus.sthis 
Qmcndmcnt  at  length.     It  lu  a  suliject  wliich  hus 


been  fully  discussed  in  the  committee — the  pre- 
cise subject  v.'hich  was  discussed  when  thefornier 
internal  revenue  act  was  before  tlie  House.  1 
desire  mercdy  to  have  a  vote  in  the  committee 
upon  the  subject  and  not  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  committee  in  the  discussion  of  it. 

The  amendment  merely  proposes  to  carry  out 
the  principles  of  the  existing  law.  It  is  known 
to  the  committee  and  to  the  country  that  in  the 
law  M^hich  is  now  upon  the  statutfcbook  we  have 
imposed  a  tax  upon  all  foreign  li^Jl^rs  on  hand, 
and  the  owners  of  those  foreign  liquors  on  hand 
ai'e  paying  that  tax  into  the  Treasury.  There  is 
a  discrimination  between  those  liquors  and  the 
liquors  wliich  it  is  proposed  by  this  amendment 
to  tax.  I  think  that  discrimination  is  unjust.  1 
think  that  this  tax  is  right  and  proper,  and  that 
it  is  a  tax  which  our  constituents  demand  that  we 
shall  iinpose. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  hoped 
that  this  "root  of  bitterness"  v/ould  not  again 
be  planted  to  distract  this  House  and  the  coun- 
try. We  know  that  it  was  pertinaciously  ad- 
hered to  before.  It  cost  us  some  three  weeks  of 
discussion  in  this  House  and  the  other;  and  lost 
us,  according  to  my  estimate,  some  four  million 
dollars  of  revenue  which  we  should  have  derived 
if  we  had  passed  the  bill  in  the  shape  in  which  it 
came  back  from  the  Senate.  It  looks  to  me 
now  as  if  this  was  more  a  contest  for  victory  than 
for  the  good  of  the  country.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  that  is  so.  I  supposed  that  the  question 
was  settled  up  to  the  1st  of  July.  It  was  settled 
by  this  House  that  up  to  the  1st  of  July  there 
should  be  no  tax  on  spirits  except  sixty  cents  on 
that  produced  after  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  is 
true  that  there  was  an 'incongruity  on  the  part  of 
the  House  in  that  vote;  and  that  was  the  laying 
of  a  tax  upon  the  foreign  article.  But  when  the 
Seimte  finally,  in  order  to  defeat  what  they  con- 
sidered a  want  of  principle  in  us,  and  what  I  so 
considered,  receded,  a  bill  was  immediately  in- 
troduced to  repeal  the  law,  so  far  as  it  respected 
foreign  liquors.  That  bill,  I  have  no  doubt,  will 
pass  and  become  a  law.  In  the  mean  time,  I  un- 
derstand that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
expressly  directed  that  that  tax  shall  not  be  col- 
lected; and  1  suppose  it  vj'ill  not  be  collected  until 
that  question  is  settled. 

1  hope,  therefore,  that,  considering  the  enor- 
mous tax  which  we  are  now  putting  upon  this 
article,  this  crusade  will  be  discontinued,  and  that 
our  friends  here  will  go  on  and  pass  a  bill  which 
can  be  passed  through  both  Htmses  immediately, 
and  which  can  be  enforced.  I  trustthat  we  shall 
not  expend  the  whole  session,  up  to  the  1st  of 
July,  in  attempting  to.  force  upon  the  country 
what  has  been  already  rejected,  for  the  result  will 
be  that  the  bill  'will  linger  between  the-  two 
Houses  during  the  whole  session  of  Congress, 
and  at  last  the  struggle  will  probably  result  in  the 
way  it  did  before. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  "further."  I  do  it,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
going  into  any  discussion,  but  merely  to  reply  in 
afew  words  to  the g^entleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
1  wish  to  assure  that  gentleman  that  it  is  from  no 
wish  of  victory  that  1  introduce  this  amendment, 
because  the  gentleman  recollects  very  well  that 
when  a  similar  amendment  was  last  before  the 
House  I  gave  him  notice  and  the  country  notice 
that  when  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
brought  in  their  next  tax  bill  I  should  move  this 
amendment  to  it. 

Now,  sir,  1  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  one  fact.  We  are  here,  under  the 
Constitution,  engaged  in  legislation  upon  one  of 
the  most  important  subjects  before  us.  TheCon- 
.stitution  has  given  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  the  peculiar  privilege  of  originating  these 
tax  bills.  But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
now  tells  us  that  we  are  by  this  amendment  in- 
troducing a  matter  here  which  will  take  up  a  great 
deal  of  time. 

Sir,  I  do  not  propose  to  do  that.  I  merely  pro- 
pose that  we  shall  pass  upon  the  question;  that 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  may  show  to 
their  constituents  how  they  stand  upon  this  great 
question  of  taxing  the  whisky  on  hand. 

The  gentlernnn'says  wc  lost  $4,000,000  by  the 
delay  in  ournction,  cau.sed  by  the  introduction  of 
this  amendmetit  upon  our  other  bill.  Sir,  1  tell  the 
gentleman  and  1  tell  the  country  ili.ii  :j3l),00O,000 


was  lost  to  the  Treasury  of  the  country  by  our 
foiling  to  adopt  the  amendment  then  submitted 
liy  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fer- 
nando Wood.] 

But  the  question  now  is  whether,  when  we  iiave 
the  power  in  ourown  hands  to  impose  a  tax  upon 
the  whisky  on  hand,  while  fortunes  have  been 
made  by  these  whisky  speculators,  iti  conse- 
quence of  ourfailure  to  impose  this  tax,  that  are 
absolutely  enormous,  we  shall  still  impose  thia 
tax? 

The  gentleman  tells  us  what  the  action  of  the 
House  has  been  upon  this  question.  I  know 
very  well  that  upon  one  vote,  by  a  bare  majority, 
the  House  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  striking  out  the  tax;  but  upon  subsequent 
votes,  as  ufion  previous  ones,  the  House  reversed 
that  vote  by  a  very  heavy  majority.  And  even 
upon  the  same  day,  when  the  House  had  reached 
the  latter  part  of  the  bill  in  which  the  Senate  had 
stricken  out  the  House  provision  imposing  an 
additional  tax  upon  foreign  liquors,  the  House 
refused  to  concur  in  the  Senate  amendment,  and 
that  stands  to-day  as  adopted  by  the  House. 
The  House  yielded  at  last  to  the  clamor  raised  in 
the  House  and  in  the  Senate,  that  to  tax  the  liquors 
on  hand  would  be  giving  up  a  great  principle, so 
far  as  to  submit  at  last  to  the  striking  out  of  the  tax 
upon  domestic  liquors,  but  when  they  came  to 
the  tax  upon  the  foreign  liquors  on  hand  the  prin- 
ciple was  surrendered  up,  and  we  now  stand  be- 
fore the  country  in  the  position  of  having  per- 
mitted this  great  interest,  on  which  I  believe  a 
revenue  of  twenty  or  thirty  million  dollars  could 
have  been  raised,  go  "  scot  free,"  while  the  whole 
principle,  if  there  be  any,  has  been  yielded  up  by 
imposing  a  corresponding  tax  upon  imported 
liquors.  That  is  the  whole  question,  and  I  think 
the  country  will  understand  it.  I  know  of  no 
question  which  has  been  more  fully  canvassed  by 
our  constituents  than  this  question  of  taxing  the 
liquors  on  hand,  and  I  believe  that  it  is  their  sen- 
timent that  this  interest  which  can  above  all  other 
interests  bear  taxation  ought  to  be  heavily  taxed, 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  yield  to  my  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Stevens]  that  his  course  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  honest  convictions,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  he  is  willing  to  yield  the  same  to 
me. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  do  the  gentleman  from 
Illin'ois  the  justice  to  say  that  he  did  give  us  no- 
tice, something,  I  believe,  like  that  given  by  the 
Carthaginians,  that  he  would  himself,  and  all  hia 
posterity  after  him  perhaps,  (I  do  not  know  that 
lie  went  quite  that  far,)  fight  this  question  to  the 
day  of  judgment. 

I  i-emember,  also,  the  gentleman  did  afterwards 
introduce  a  i-esolution  into  this  House  instructing 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring  in 
just  such  a  bill  for  taxing  the  stock  on  hand,  but 
when  the  vote  was  taken  upon  his  resolution  by 
yeas  and  nays,  it  was  voted  down  by  a  consider- 
able majority,  thus  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  the  other  direction. 

Now,  sir,  I  did  not  intend  to  resurrect  this  ques- 
tion again.  1  believe  the  proposition  is  a  viola- 
tion of  the  pligiited  faith  of  the  nation.  I  know 
that  other  gentlemen  think  differently,  and  they 
are  of  course  honest  in  so  thinking;  but  it  is  per- 
fectly apparent  that  in  a  body  like  the  Senate, 
with  an  overwhelming  majority  against  it,  they 
will  never  recede  from  their  position,  that  they 
will  not  assent  to  a  proposition  which  they  believe 
to  be  a  violation  of  the  plighted  faith  of  the  na- 
tion . 

The  gentleman  from  liiinois  says  that  while  I 
was  of  the  opinion  that  $4,000,000  had  been  lost 
to  the  Government  in  consequence  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  he  believes  !hat  $30,000,000  was  lost 
by  adopting  the  Senate  amendment.  Now,  sir, 
$4,000,000  was  all  I  could  estimate  it  was  practi- 
cable to  collect  from  the  stock  on  hand.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  gentleman  believes  it  would  produce 
$30,000,000,  but  I  do  not  believe  any  other  man 
on  earth  believes  it.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Moor- 
iiead]  says  he  believes  the  same  thing.  Well, 
sir,  I  did  not  believe  there  was  any  other  so  credu- 
lous a  person.  Shall  we  again  obstruct  the  pub- 
lic business  for  the  remaining  portion  of  the  ses- 
sion for  the  purpose  of  attempting  a  thing  that 
we  cannot  perform  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  by  unani- 
nioua  consent,  withdrew  his  ainendment. 
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Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
last  line. 

Mr.  WILSON.     Report  it. 

The  Ci.ERK.  It  is  as  follows:  "periods." 
[Laughter.]  . 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  strike  out  tlie 
words  "an  additional  or  increased  tax  at  said 
several  periods." 

Mr.  Chairman,  lam  opposed  to  the  amendment 
of  my  colleague,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  occupy 
the  time  of  tlie  House  further  than  to  say  that  the 
discussions  we  have  already  had  on  this  subject 
have,  I  think,  satisfied  the  country  and  every 
member  of  the  House,  except  my  colleague  and 
a  few  other  members.  By  adopting  this  amend- 
ment you  adopt  what  no  other  nation  has  here- 
toforr'  adopted,  if  you  apply  it  to  the  article  of 
whisky  by  taxing  the  stock  on  hand  you  open 
iipevery  other  article  of  manufacture,  and  we  may 
be  here  until  January  next  without  a  tax  bill  to 
raise  revenue.  If  you  tax  whisky  on  hand  you 
mut>t  apply  the  same  principle  to  coal  oil,  and 
then  you  will  have  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  on  the  question.  You  will  also  have 
to  apply  it  to  the  iron  interest,  and  every  man  who 
represents  an  iron  district  will  rise  up  in  antag- 
onism. You  must  apply  it  to  every  branch  of 
manufactures,  and  thus  we  shall  come  into  con- 
flict with  all  of  the  New  England  States.  You 
will  at  once  open  up  a  question  that  will  cause 
great  confusion  and  opposition  to  any  tax  bill. 

In  this  bill  you  already  tax  whisky  fourfold 
its  ordinary  value.  We  do  notobject  to  that,  but 
we  do  object  that  to  the  manufacture  of  spirits 
you  shall  apply  a  rule  which  has  never  been  en- 
forced by  any  nation  on  earth.  It  has  not  been 
adopted  in  any  previous  tax  bill.  If  you  apply 
it  to  this  interest  you  must  apply  it  to  every  otlier 
interest,  and  if  you  do  not  jeopardize  the  passage 
of  the  bill  you  will  at  least  delay  action  to  a  very 
late  day  in  the  session.  I  stated  my  views  in  full 
when  the  question  was  up  before,  and  I  do  not 
now  propose  to  occupy  further  the  lime  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  hope  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Washburne]  will  be  adopted.  While  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ste- 
VE.vs]  and  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that  there 
has  been  a  great  deal  of  discussion  on  this  sub- 
ject, yet  I  deny  that  the  House  has  settled  ar'iy 
principle  in  reference  to  taxing  stock  on  hand. 
It  will  be  remembered  when  discussion  occurred 
on  a  former  revenue  bill 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  Does  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Yorkintend  to  vote  for  thisamend- 
ment  or  against  it,  as  he  did  before.'  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  The  gentleman 
will  find  out  in  good  time  what  I  intend  to  do. 

Mr.  Chairman,  while  I  admit  there  has  been  a 
great  deal  of  discussion  and  excitement  on  this 
question,  while  there  have  been  unseemly  in- 
fluences and  lobbying  in  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress in  reference  to  taxing  whisky  on  hand,  I 
deny  that  Congress  has  settled  any  principle. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  bill  to  which  the  gentleman 
refers,  my  constituents  are  taxed  forty  cents  per 
gallon  upon  every  gallon  of  imported  liquors,  al- 
though the  liquors  may  have  been  in  the  ware- 
houses for  ten  years.  So  far  as  any  positive  le- 
gislation has  settled  the  principle,  it  has  been  in 
favor  of  taxing  foreign  liquors  on  hand.  If  the 
House  refuses  to  apply  the  principle  to  domestic 
liquors,  I  give  notice  tliat  I  shall  move  an  amend- 
ment to  repeal  that  provision  of  law  which  taxes 
foreign  liquors  on  hand. 

This  whole  bill,  sir,  discriminates  againet  all 
of  the  large  importing  interests  of  the  country. 
Wiiile  manufactures  are  taxed,  while  commercial 
and  banking  interests  are  taxed,  there  is  not  a 
single  article  ofagriculture  on  which  it  is  proposed 
to  put  the  slightest  tax.  Under  this  bill  the  city 
of  New  York  will  pay  more  revenue  than  all  of 
the  western  Statrs.  According  to  the  Constitu- 
tion taxes  must  be  equalized,  and  this,  therefore, 
i.s  unfair  and  illegal.  The  city  of  New  York  has 
[uiid  three  quartcr.s  of  the  revenue  of  the  Govern- 
ment since  iis  foundation,  and  this  proposes  still 
further  to  discriminate  against  the  importing  nier- 
chiintH. 

Therefore  I  want  all  alike.  I  want  the  amciid- 
mi'iit  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  adopted,  as  I 
want  domestic  liciuors  to  stand  u|>on  precisely  the 
same  fooling  with  foroign  liquors.    Tiie  principle 


is  just,  right,  correct,  politic,  and   wise,  and  I 

hope  it  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN,  by  unanimous  consent, 
withdrew  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  .1  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  all  after  the  first  word 
of  the  amendment.  I  was  opposed  to  this  prop- 
osition of  relaxation  vifhen  the  question  was  up 
before,  and  steadily  voted  againstit,  believing  that 
there  was  no  reason  why  wliisky  should  i»e  re- 
taxed  any  m^^  than  cotton  or  any  other  com- 
modity except  that  it  was  whisky,  and  I  did  not 
consider  that  that  was  a  sufficient  reason  for  de- 
parting from  what  I  believed  to  be  a  true  princi- 
ple. But  what  I  particularly  desire  is  to  set  off 
Illinois  against  Illinois,  and  therefore  I  ask  the 
Clerk  to  read,  as  a  partof  my  speech,  the  views 
of  the  lamented  Lovejoy  when  this  matter  was 
under  consideration  before. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Speaker,  I  ileslrn  to  express  tlie  hope  that  the 
ameiulineiit  to  the  internal  revenue  bill  taxing  liquors  will 
not  be  iilloweil  to  remain.  I  trust  the  House  will  concur 
in  tlie  Senate  amendments.  The  more  I  reflect  upon  the 
suiiject,  and  the  more  I  become  acquainted  with  the  facts, 
the  more  1  am  convinced  that  this  retroactive  tax  is  unjust, 
impolitic,  and  destructive  of  the  ends  whicli  it  apparently 
is  intcndi^d  to  secure.  It  will  require  a  number  of  tax-gath- 
erers equal  to  tlie  froj^s  which  invaded  the  chambers  and 
kneading-trouglisof  the  Egyptians.  You  will  liave  tovisit 
the  cross-roads  to  find  the  retailers  and  gauge  their  half-sold 
barrel  of  whisky,  and  extort,  it  may  be,  a  few  dollars,  and 
receive  multiplied  execrations  gratis. 

"The  highest  ainount  anticipated  from  this  process  is,  I 
believe,  $5,000,000.  The  city  of  Peoria  alone,  if  you  allow 
the  distillers  to  go  on  under  the  law  as  amended  in  the 
Senate,  will  give  you  .'JTjOOO/fOO,  and  my  whole  district 
$9,000,000.  This  large  amount,  double,  and  in  the  estima- 
tion of  good  judges  more  than  three  limes  the  amount  which 
you  can  get  from  relaxing  the  amount  on  hand,  will  be  vir- 
tually lost  to  the  Government,  for  the  distillers  cannot  for 
any  long  time  carry  on  their  manufactures  under  this  ca- 
pricious and  (!ver-changing  legislation.  If  this  new  tax  is 
sprung  u|ion  them  now  they  will  anticipate  a  similar  pro- 
cess at  tlie  next  session  of  Congress;  they  will  therefore 
be  afraid  to  buy  the  raw  material  when  its  product  is  sub- 
ject to  this  retroactive  legislation.  What  would  you  think 
of  the  farmer  who  having  drawn  a  full  and  foaming  pail  of 
milk  from  his  cow  should  look  covetously  upon  it  as  lie 
takes  it  to  the  milk-house  and  determine  to  return  imme- 
diately and  obtain  another.'  The  kindest  animal  would 
get  restive  and  kick  under  such  an  exhaustive  process.  If 
he  will  only  wait  until  Highland  let  his  cow  havegrassand 
water  and  time  he  can  get  his  bucket  refilled.  So,  if  the 
Government  will  deal  fairly  andjustly  with  these  distillers, 
it  will  get  a  large  revenue,  paid  in  promptly  and  cheerfully, 
but  if  it  attempts  this  exhaustive  process  of  renewed  and 
double  taxation  it  will  receive  plenty  of  kicks  and  but  a 
scanty  revenue.  I  state  tliis  as  my  lionest,  candid  convic- 
tion, and  I  entreat  the  House  to  review  its  action  and  eon- 
cur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

"  As  to  the  policy  of  the  measure  I  will  not  dwell  upon 
that,  but  satisfy  myself  with  saying  that  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  one  of  the  most  impolitic  things  that  could  possibly  be 
done  ;  that  if  it  could  be  carried  into  execution — which  I 
believe  to  be  impossible — it  would  be  one  of  the  most  odi- 
ous measures  that  could  possibly  be  adopted.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  was  the  purpose  of  tiie  mover.  It  is  the  wily 
Greek  bringing  the  wooden  horse  into  Troy.  '  Timeo  Da- 
naos  et  donaj'erenles.' 

"  The  wise  man  has  said,  'in  vain  is  the  snare  set  in  the 
sight  of  any  bird.'  I  hope  the  House  will  not  be  unwise 
eirough  to  step  into  a  trap  that  really  has  no  concealment. 
I  trust  the  House  will  forgive  the  seeming  egotism  of  these 
remarks.  I  do  not  distrust  its  wisdom  or  its  patriotism,  but 
representing  a  district  so  largely  interested  in  this  subject, 
I  beg  the  indulgence  of  submitting  these  few  words  to  be 
placed  on  record,  for  they  are  in  accordance  with  my  very 
clear  and  lionest  convictions." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  that  the  committee  rise  in  order  to  close 
the  debate  on  the  pending  section;  but  before  doing 
so  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words. 

From  the  impassioned  tone  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washburne]  one  would  sup- 
pose that  he  had  been  investing  in  whisky  straight, 
but  such  is  not  the  fact,  I  am  happy  to  slate. 
[Laughter.]  I  believe  when  the  gentleman  was 
a  candidate  for  the  Speakership  he  did  not  offer 
any  such  thing. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Hence  I 
lost.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  nm  not  disposed  to  get  into 
any  passion  upon  this  section.  1  desire  that  the 
House  shall  consider  it  properly  and  candidly.  I 
think  it  a  mischievous  proposition,  and  I  think  it 
was  originally  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  caus- 
ing mischief,and  I  hope  this  House  will  notadopt 
it.  I  regard  it  as  very  certain  that  it  cannot  pass 
the  Senate,  and  if  we  .spend  any  amount  of  time 
upon  it  we  shall  only  delay  action  upon  this  bill. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Did  I  un- 
derstand the  gentleman  to  say  that  this  amend- 
ment was  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  produ- 
cing mischief.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Originally;  not  now.     I  did 


not  intend  any  reflection  upon  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois. 

It  is  very  important  that  we  should  pass  this 
bill  speedily  in  order  that  it  may  take  effect  be- 
fore the  1st  of  May,  with  a  view  to  have  it  oper- 
ate upon  the  income  tax.  If  the  principle  pro- 
posed to  be  adopted  here  shall  succeed,  why 
should  we  not  apply  the  same  principle  to  books? 
We  have  never  levied  any  tax  whatever  upon 
books  previous  to  this  time.  Or  why  not  apply 
it  to  all  goods  or  property  on  hand } 

Now,  there  is  a  certain  sort  of  symmetry  in  the 
bill  as  itstands.  We  propose  merely  to  tax  those 
who  manufacture  for  the  purpose  of  saleand  con- 
sumption hereafter.  We  do  not  propose  to  tax 
property  on  hand  in  every  direction.  I  have  re- 
ceived letters  from  various  portions  of  the  coun- 
try, asking  that  a  tax  be  placed  upon  horses  and 
upon  other  personal  property  on  hand.  And  if 
we  tax  these  liquors  on  hand  it  is  a  fair  question 
to  ask,  why  not  other  property.' 

Mr.  KASSON.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  surrender  the  remain- 
der of  my  time  to  the  gentleman  from  lowl^. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of 
my  friend  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washburne]  to  the 
fact  that  his  amendment  is  inconsistent  with  the 
theory  of  the  bill.  It  provides  that  the  tax  on 
the  slock  on  hand  shall  advance  at  jMccessive 
periods,  as  other  taxes  advance.  The  effect  of 
this  will  be  that  we  hold  out  no  inducernent  to 
the  producers  of  spirits,  in  presence  of  an  accu- 
mulated stock,  to  continue  the  production  of  the 
article  during  the  summer  and  fall  as  we  would 
do  upon  the  theory  of  our  bill;  because  if  they 
manufacture  in  advance  of  the  market  demand 
they  will  have  to  pay  just  as  high  a  duly  in  the 
total,  at  successive  periods,  as  if  they  did  not 
manufacture  in  advance  of  the  wants  of  the 
market.  There  would  be  a  loss  of  interest,  and 
no  gain  in  tax.  The  effect  would  plainly  be  to 
suspend' the  distilleries  for  some  months.  I  ask 
him,  therefore,  before  his  amendment  is  put  to  a 
vote  that  some  modification  should  be  made  so 
as  to  make  the  amendment  harmonious  to  that 
important  feature  of  our  bill;  otherwise  it  will  be 
impossible  for  some  of  us  to  sustain  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  We  have  proposed  to  raise 
this  duty  largely  in  our  bill  by  way  of  compro- 
mise, in  order  to  meet  the  views  of  all  parties, 
supposing  they  would  be  satisfied  if  we  raised  the 
duties  very  much  higher  than  originally  pro- 
posed, and  that  the  idea  of  taxing  liquors  on  hand 
would  therefore  be  abandoned  by  the  friends  of 
that  proposition. 

I  move  that  the  committee  rise  for  the  pur)iose 
of  terminating  debate.  * 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Dawes  rejiorted  that  the 
cominiilee  had  had  .under  consideration  the  in- 
ternal revenue  bill,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion 
thereon. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  when  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
shall  resume  the  consideration  of  this  bill  all  de- 
bate shall  terminate  upon  the  pending  section  in 
half  a  minute  after  the  same  is  resumed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union, 
on  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Dawes  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  ilie  spe- 
cial order,  being  the  internal  revenue  bill. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  withdraw  my  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Washburne's 
amendment. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  will  mod- 
ify my  amendment  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Provided  furlhcr,  Thatall  spirits  of  domestic  production 
and  iield  for  sale  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  \tili4,  and  upon 
which  no  lax  shall  have  been  paid,  shall  be  subject  to  a 
duty  of  filty  cents  per  gallon,  and  all  such  spirits  on  hand 
for  sale  upon  which  a  prior  duty  shall  have  been  pild shall 
be  subject  to  a  duty  of  thirty  ccnia  per  gallon.  Provided  ■ 
furlhcr,  That  iona}i</c  retail  dealers  in  spirits  duly  lieeuaed 
shall  not  be  taxed  on  their  sioek  on  hand  wliutic  quaiiUt> 
ou  band  ddcs  nut  cztccd  two  Uarrela. 
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I  now  call  for  tellers  on  the  amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs  Washburne, 
of  Illinois,  and  Bliss  were  appointed. 

Tlie  committee  divided; and  the  tellers  reported 
—  ayes  55,  noes  70. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  As  that  amendment  has 
failed,  and  in  order  further  to  satisfy  that  portion 
of  the  House  who  are  in  favor  of  that  proposi- 
tion, I  move  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"  |irior,"  in  the  fifth  line,  down  to  and  including 
"  1864,"  in  the  eighth  line,  as  follows: 

To  the  1st  liny  of  July,  1864,  a  duty  ofsixty  cents  on  each 
anil  every  gallon;  on  and  after  the  1st  day  of  July,  1864. 

So  that  it  will  read: 

Sec.  51.  Jlmlbe  it  further  eitactcd.  That,  in  addition  to 
the  duties  payalile  for  licenses  herein  provided,  there  shall 
he  levied,  collected,  and  paid  on  all  spirits  thatmay  be  dis- 
tllle<l  and  sold,  or  removed  for  consumption  or  sale,  of  (irst 
proof,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1865,  a  duty  of  one 
dollar  on  each  and  every  gallon  ;  &c. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  that  he  move  to  insert  before  the 
word  "prior"  the  words  "on  and  after  the  1st 
day  of'May,  1864."  That  will  accomplish  his 
purpose. 

Mr.  MORRILL,     i  accept  that  modification. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  text  of 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  word  "January,"  in 
the  eighth  line,  and  inserting  "October." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Iowa 
does  not  propose  to  amend  any  part  of  the  text 
which  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  moves  to 
.strike  out,  and  his  amendment  is  therefore  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  do  propose  to  amend  a  por- 
tion of  the  text  which  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont has  moved  to  strike  out. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont has  modified  his  amendment  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  gentleman 's  colleague,  [Mr.  Kasson,] 
and  the  word  he  proposes  to  strike  out  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  amendment  as  modified. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  thought  his  amendment  in- 
cluded the  whole  of  the  eighth  line. 

Mr.  Morrill's  amendment  as  modified  was 
then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  fifty-first 
section  by  striking  out  "January,  1865, "and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof,  "  October,  1864."  I  pro- 
pose to  follow  up  this  amendment  by  striking  out 
•'  one  dollar"  and  inserting  "  |1  25." 

The  aitiendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  move  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  the  tax  of  one  dollar  on  spirits  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  "  $1  50." 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FIOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  by  reducing 
the  tax  on  spirits  from  one  dollar  to  eighty  cents. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  words  "on  and  after  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1864,  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1865,"  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  on  and  after 
the  1st  day  of  October,  1864." 

Mr.  MORRILL  called  for  tellers  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Morrill, 
and  Steele  of  New  Jersey,  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  57,  noes  62. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  tax  of  ^l  25  per  gallon  on  spirits  manu- 
factured after  the  1st  of  January,  1865,  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  !j^l  50  per  gallon. 

Tellers  were  demanded  on  the  amendment. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  fifty- 
first  section  by  striking  out  the  words  "onand 
after  January  1,  1865,  a  duty  of  jjl  25  on  each 
and  every  gallon." 

Mr.  MORRILL  demanded  tellers  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Holman 
and  A.  Myers  were  unpointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  telji 
— ayes  30,  noes,  77. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  fifty- 
first  section  by  sirikiiig  out  the  v/OrUs  "  Janu- 


lers  reported 


ary,  1865, "and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"November,  1864." 

Mr.  MORRILL  demanded  tellers  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Wilson 
and  Bliss  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided; and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  40,  noes  62. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  by  adding 
at  the  end  of  the  section  the  following  proviso: 

Provided  further ,  That  all  spirits  used  for  manufacturing 
purposes  shall  be  exempt  from  the  duty  imposed  I)y  this  act, 
in  such  manner  and  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  prescribe. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected . 

Mr.GRINNELL.  1  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  section  the  words,  "  since 
great  are  the  charms  of  cheap  whisky."  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  amend  by  reducing  the 
tax  of  one  dollar  to  seventy  cents,  and  the  tax  of 
$1  25  to  ninety  cents. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  fifty-second 
section. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  move  an  amend- 
ment to  come  in  as  an  additional  section  between 
the  fifty-first  and  fifty-second  sections. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  the 
proposition  comes  in  too  late.  The  committee 
has  passed  from  the  fifty-first  section  and  has 
passed  to  the  fifty-second  section. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  submit  to  the 
Chair  that  the  Clerk  had  but  just  cominenced  the 
reading  of  the  fifty-second  section  when  I  pro- 
posed my  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  had  read  eight 
lines  of  the  fifty-second  section  when  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  1  hope  the  com- 
mittee will  hear  the  amendment  read,  and  if  ob- 
jected to  I  will  withdi-aw  it. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  — .  Jlnd  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the 
seventh  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  7,  1864, 
to  increase  the  internal  revenue,  &c.,  as  levies  a  tax  of 
forty  cents  a  gallon  on  spirits  imported  prior  to  March  7, 
1864,  be,  and  is  hereby,  repealed,  and  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  he  directed  to  refund  to  persons  paying  the 
same  all  moneys  thus  exacted  on  such  spirits,  the  original 
entry  of  wliich  was  made  prior  to  the  said  7tli  of  March, 
1864. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.     I  object. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  give  notice  that 
I  will  offer  it  at  the  end  of  the  next  section. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  suggest  that  it  be  offered  at 
the  end  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Do  I  understand 
the  gentleman  from  Iowa  to  say  that  he  will  not 
object  to  the  introduction  of  it  at  that  time.' 

Mr.  KASSON.  1  shall  make  no  objection  to 
it  at  the  end  of  the  bill,  where  it  will  be  more  ap- 
propriate as  a  repealing  clause. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Well,  I  will  re- 
serve it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  on  page 
58,  line  thirty-three,  after  the  words  "assistant 
assessor,"  by  inserting  the  words,  "other  com- 
petent oflicer." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  On  page  59,  line  forty-two, 
I  move  to  amend  before  the  word  "pay,"  by  in- 
serting the  word  "  and."  1  also  move  after  the 
word  "  duties"  to  strike  out  the  words  "  furnish 
bonds  correspondingly;"  and  also  at  the  end  of 
line  forty-four,  by  inserting  the  words  "  and  fur- 
nish bonds  correspondingly." 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  move  to  amend  the 
same  section  in  the  twelfth  line  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "gallons"  the  words  "placed  in  ware- 
house, and  also  the  number." 

The  section  as  amended  would  then  read: 

Sec.  53.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person 
whoshall  be  the  owner  of  any  siill,  boiler, or  other  vessel, 
used  or  Intended  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  distilling 
spirituous  liquors,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  or  who  shall 
have  such  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel  under  his  superin- 
tendence, either  as  agent  for  the  owner  or  on  his  own  ac- 
count; and  every  person  wlio  shall  use  or  intend  to  use 
any  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  as  aforesaid,  either  as 
owner,  agent,  or  oilier  wise,  shall  from  day  to  day  make  true 
and  exact  enlry,  or  cause  to  be  entered  in  a  bool^  to  ha 
kiif.l  Uy  bun  lor  ili.'.t  ptirpliBe,  tlib  nuintJcr  of  gall<in:i  of 


spirits  distilled  by  liim,  and  also  the  number  of  gallons 
placed  in  warehouse,  and  also  the  number  sold,  or  reincved 
lor  consumption  or  sale,  and  the  proof  thereof;  which  book 
shall  always  be  open  in  the  daytime  (Sundays  cxceptrd) 
for  the  inspection  of  the  said  assessor,  assistant  assessor, 
collector,  deputy  collector,  or  inspector,  who  may  take  any 
minutes,  memorandums,  or  transcripts  thereof;  and  shall 
render  to  said  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  on  the  1st, 
10th,  and  20tli  days  of  each  and  every  month  in  each  year, 
or  within  five  days  thereafter,  a  general  account  in  dupli- 
cate, taken  from  his  books,  of  the  number  of  gallons  of 
spirits  distilled,  and  also  the  number  of  gallons  sold,  or  re- 
moved for  consumption  or  sale,  and  the  proof  theri'Of,  not 
before  accounted  for;  and  shall  also  keep  a  book, or  books, 
in  ^form  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Internal 
llevenue,  and  to  be  open  at  all  seas<Miahle  hours  for  in- 
spection by  tlie  assessor,  assistant  assessor. collector,  dep- 
uty collector,  or  inspector  of  the  district,  wherein  shall  be 
entered,  from  day  to  day,  the  quantities  of  grain  or  other 
vegetable  productions,  or  other  substances  put  into  the 
mash  tub  by  tiim,  his  agent,  or  superintendenl,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  producing  spirits;  and  shall  verify  or  cause  to  be 
verified  the  said  entries,  reports,  books,  and  treneral  ac- 
counts, by  oath  oraffirmatinn,  to  be  taken  before  the  assessor 
or  assistant  assessor,  or  other  competent  otiicer,  accord- 
ing to  the  form  required  by  law  ;  and  shall  immediately 
forward  to  the  collector  of  the  district  one  of  the  said  du- 
plicate accounts,  duly  certified  to  by  the  assessor  or  assist- 
ant assessor;  and  shall  also  pay  to  the  colleetor  the  duties 
on  the  spirits  so  distilled  and  sold,  or  removi-d  for  con- 
sumption or  sale,  and  in  said  accounts  mentioned  at  the 
time  of  rendering  the  duplicate  account  thereof:  Provided, 
That  distillers  who  distill  or  manufacture  less  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  spirits  per  year  may  make  re- 
turnsand  paydutieson  the  Istday  of  each  andevery  month 
in  lieu  of  on  the  1st,  10th,  and  20th  days  of  the  month,  and 
furnish  bonds  coirespondingly,  anything  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  The  object  of  my  amend- 
ment is  merely  to  make  the  section  correspond 
with  an  amendment  two  or  three  sections  back. 
The  object  is  to  require  returns  to  be  made  of  the 
number  of  gallons  warehoused  as  well  as  the 
number  sold. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  fifty-fourth  section  was  then  read. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  this  section.  It  seems  to  create 
an  indefinite  number  of  officers  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Whenever 
the  assessments,  in  his  judgment,  may  seem  to 
require  them,  he  may  appoint  one  or  more  in- 
spectors of  spirits  and  coal  oil,  &c. 

In  the  sixth  section  we  have  given  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  or  to  the  heads  of  the 
Government  power  to  create  five  additional  in- 
spectors to  travel  over  the  country;  and  here  is  a 
section  by  which  he  may  appoint  one  hundred, 
two  hundred,  five  hundred,  or  two  thousand  ofli- 
cers,  as  he  may  desire.  And  he  may  not  only 
appoint  inspectors,  under  this  section,  of  coal  oil, 
but  of  Macassar  oil,  or  hair  oil,  or  any  other  de- 
scription of  oil,  as  well  as  of  tobacco,  cigars, &c. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  What  is  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York?  I  did  not 
hear  it. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  did  not  propose  any  amend- 
ment in  form;  but  I  will  now  move  to  strike  out 
the  whole  section.  1  do  not  see  that  there  is  any 
necessity  for  it. 

The  section  was  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  54.  Aiid  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  there  shall  he 
appointed  by  the  Secietary  of  the  Treasury  in  every  assess- 
ment district  where  the  same  may  be  necessary,  one  or 
more  inspectors  of  spirits,  refined  coal  oil  or  other  oil,  to- 
bacco, cigars,  and  other  articles,  who  shall  take  an  oath 
faithfully  to  perform  their  duties,  in  such  form  as  lln;  Com- 
missioner of  the  Internal  Revenue  shall  prescribe,  and  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such  fees  as  may  be  fixed  and 
prescribed  by  said  Commissioner. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  For  the  information  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  I  would  say  that  these 
inspectors  receive  no  pay  from  the  Goveriitnent 
at  all.  They  are  paid  by  the  manufacturer  who 
has  his  whisky  or  his  oil  inspected.  But  in  order 
to  show  that  fact  more  clearly  I  will  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  close  of  the 
section  proposed  to  be  stricken  out.  It  is  the 
same  amendment  proposed  to  be  added  to  another 
section.     It  is  as  follows: 

To  be  paid  by  the  owner  or  manufacturer  of  the  articles 
inspected  or  gauged  ;  and  any  manufacturer  of  spirits,  re- 
fined coal  oil,  or  other  oil,  tobacco,  cigars,  or  other  articles 
which  may  by  law  be  required  to  be  inspected,  who  shall 
refuse  to  admit  an  inspector  upon  his  premises,  so  far  as  it 
may  be  necessary  for  the  performance  of  his  duties,  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  $100,  to  be  recovered  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided for  otiier  penalties  imposed  by  this  act. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  The  antiendmcnt  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  proposes,  in  iny  judgment, 
only  makes  the  section  more  oL)jcctionable.  Sec- 
tion fifty -four  creates  an  indefinite  number  ofofH- 
cers  who,  na  I  Supposed,  wcro  to  be  paid  by  the 
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Federal  Government.  That  was  objectionable  be- 
cause of  ilie  number,  and  not  because  of  the  metliod 
of  payment.  But  the  proviso  not  only  leaves 
the  indefiiiileness  in  respect  to  the  number  of  offi- 
cers to  be  appointed,  but  it  provides  also  that  the 
compensation  of  these  officers  shall  bo  defiayed 
by  the  manufacturersof  these  "  spirits,  refined  coal 
oil,  or  other  oil,  tobacco,  cigars,  and  oilier  arti- 
cles" to  be  inspected;  so  that  the  Secretary  may, 
if  lie  pleases,  appoint  ten,  twenty,  or  fifty  thou- 
sand inspectors,  and  saddle  their  compensation 
upon  the  manufacturers.  ^ 

Mr.  KASSON.  The  gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  interrupt  liim,  just  to  say  that  whatever  com- 
pensation is  paid  these  inspectors  will  be  in  the 
shape  of  fees,  so  that  it  makes  no  difference  ,so 
far  as  the  expense  is  concerned,  whether  a  hun- 
dred officers  arc  appointed  or  only  one.  And  not 
only  that,  but  ihc  proposition  is  already  in  the 
existing  law,  and  I  have  never  heard  of  any  dif- 
ficulty occurring  in  consequence  of  it. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  This  proviso  is  that  these  in- 
spectors shall  be  paiil  by  tlie  manufacturer. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Tlia't  is  the  provision  of  law 
now. 

■iVi'.  BROOKS.  Well,  sir,  I  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  two  objections  to  tlii.'j  secticJii 
as  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  proposes  to  amend 
it:  first,  that  it  provides  for  an  indefinite  numlier 
of  officers;  and,  second,  that  it  saddles  the  ex- 
jicnses  of  these  officers  upon  the  manufacturers. 
The  section  itself  is  objectionable,  and  the  pro- 
viso makes  it  still  more  objectionable. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  think  that  the  mode  of 
compensation  is  still  more  objectionable. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  exhausted  on 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  last  line.  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  will  make  it  the  interest  of  the  ap- 
pointee to  cheat  the  Government  and  to  side  with 
the  party  whose  articles  are  to  be  inspected.  I 
think  the  principle  is  wrong  so  far  as  the  mode 
of  com|iensation  is  concerned. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Practically  this  has  been  in 
operation  since  the  passage  of  the  original  law, 
and  there  has  been  no  difficulty  about  it. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks] 
says  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  ap- 
point numberless  officers.  Now  how  much  influ- 
ence can  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  have  by 
the  appointment  of  officers  who  get  nothing.' 

One  word  in  regard  to  the  other  objection. 
These  fees  are  regulated  by  law.  Every  man 
who  inspects  gets  precisely  the  same  fee.  It  is 
a  provision  of  law  that  the  owners  of  linseed  oil, 
distilled  spirits,  and  tobacco  shall  pay  these  fees. 
That  is  no  new  provision. 

Mr.  GANSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  with- 
drew his  amendment  to  tii«  amendment. 

i\lr.  Morrill's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS.  1  move  to  strike  out  the 
section  as  amended. 

I  wish  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  mode 
of  compr'iisating  inspectors,  instead  of  being  a 
means  of  cheating  the  Government  or  anybody 
else,  brings  two  principles  to  bear  which  will  have 
an  opposite  result.  The  distiller  will  have  an 
interest  to  represent  the  number  of  barrels  as 
small  as  possible,  and  the  man  who  is  paid  so 
much  per  barrel  for  inspecting  will  have  an  inter- 
est to  mal^ethe  number  as  large  as  possible.  In- 
stead of  being  the  means  of  fraud  1  think  that  it 
protects  the  interests  (jf  the  Government  as  well 
as  those  of  the  distiller. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  "i.s"and  insert  "arc,"  to  strike  out  the- 
word  "  and"  and  also  the  words  "and  the  fees  of 
such  inspector  shall  in  all  cases  be  paid  by  the 
owner  of  the  spiiits  so  inspected,  gauged,  and 
proved;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Sec.5j.  Jindbcil  further  enacted,  Tlintall  Rpiiit«di»UlIod 
n.i  albri!sald  l)y  any  pcisoii  licensed  as  aforesaid  sliall,  be- 
fore tlic  sanii'  are  used,  or  removed  for  any  puipo.-<c,  be  iii- 
fportcd,  Banged,  and  proved  by  some  inspeelor  appoliilcd 
for  the  piTforiiiniice  ol'  such  duticH,  wlio  jliall  inarli  upon 
the  cask  or  oilier  paeltage  contaliiinj!  siicli  spirits,  in  a 
manner  lo  be  prescribed  by  said  Commissioner,  the  quan- 
tity and  prool^  of  the  contents  of  siieli  casU  or  paclcige, 
wilh  the  dale  of  Inspeetion  and  the  name  ol'lhe  inspector, 
and  t<liall  nial<c  a  reinrn  of  all  spiriusao  inspected,  and  tbo 
iinnie  of  ilie  dNllllir,  lo  the  asseftsor  of  llic  dlstrjcl;  and 
111'-  dniy  iinpoied  liy  l.iw  shall  be  a-sessed  and  paid  on  nil 
KplriU  so  inspeeii'd  and  nol  removed  rorlhvvith  loa  bornied 
wntuliou^in.    And  any  pcrnon  who  aliali  attempt  Iraudu- 


lently  to  evade  the  payment  of  dntics  upon  any  spirits  dis- 
tilled as  aforesaid,  by  cliansiin?  in  any  manner  ihe  marl< 
upon  any  such  caelt  or  package,  siiall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
§500  lor  each  easit  or  paiUage  .-^o  altered  or  clianged,  to 
be  recovered  as  iiereiiibet'ore  provided,  .^iid  any  such 
inspector  wlio  shall  knovvinirly  put  upon  any  siieh  caek 
or  paekase  any  false  or  tVauilnliMil  mark  shall  be  liable 
10  the  same  pi-nalty  liereJnbBlbre  provided  lor  each  cask 
or  package  so  IVanihilently  marked.  And  any  person  who 
shall  I'randuli'nlly  use  any  cask  or  package  so  marked  for 
the  purpose  ofselliiiir  any  otlicr  spirits  tliaii  that  so  inspected, 
or  for  selling  spirits  of  a  f|uality  or  quantity  different  from 
that  so  Inspected,  shall  be  subject  to  a  like  penalty  for  each 
cask  or  package  so  used. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  before  the  word 
"fraudulently,"  in  the  last  sentence,  to  insert 
the  words  "  purchase  or  sell  any  empty  casks 
with  inspection  marks  thereon,  or  who  shall." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  before  the 
last  word  "  purchased,  sold,  or.  " 

The  atnendinent  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  "assessor"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert 
"collector."  If  that  be  agreed  to  I  shall  move 
to  strike  out  the  word  "  assessed." 

Tlie  reason  I  move  the  amendment  is  this:  if 
this  return  is  to  be  made  to  the  assessor  it  may 
be  three  months  before  it  reaches  the  collector, 
atid  the  Government  will  thus  be  detained  from 
getting,  for  some  time,  the  lax  upon  the  oil.  I 
have  reference  to  oil  especially,  as  I  am  interested 
in  that,  it  seems  tome  better  to  make  the  return 
at  once.     It  should  be  collected  at  once. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  56.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  owner  or 
owners  of  any  distillery  or  oil  lefinery  may  erect,  at  his 
or  their  own  expense,  a  warehouse  of  iroM,slono,or  brick, 
wilh  metal  or  other  lire-|)roof  roof,  and  such  warehouse, 
when  approve<l  by  ihe  collector,  is  hereby  declared  a 
bonded  warehouse  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  used 
only  for  storing  distilled  spirits  or  refined  coal  oil,  and  to 
be  under  the  custody  of  the  collector  or  his  deputy.  And 
the  duly  on  the  spirits  oroil  stored  in  such  waieliousesliall 
be  paid  before  it  is  sold  or  remov(Hi  from  such  warehouse 
for  sale,  unless  removed  lo  another  bonded  warehouse  in 
pursuance  of  law. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  inove  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  erect"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "pro- 
vide." 

The  amendment  wtis  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
words  "coal  oil"  the  words  "  or  naphtha." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  1  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  sold  or,"  "  for  sale,"  and  "  to  another  bonded 
warehouse;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  the  duty  on  the  spirits  or  oil  stored  in  such  ware- 
house shall  ho  paid  before  it  is  removed  from  such  waie- 
liouse,  unless  removed  in  pursuance  of  law. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  fifty-seventh  section  having  been  read, 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
after  the  words  "coal  oil,"  wherever  they  occur, 
the  words  "and  naphtha." 

The  amendments  were  agreed   to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  in  line 
eleven  by  striking  out  "assessor"  and  inserting 
"collector,"  so  as  to  provide  that  the  collector 
shall  take  the  bonds  required  by  the  seclion. 

The  anipiidment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "paid,"  in  the  forty-second 
line,  the  words  "  to  ihecollector  of  the  customs." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "  warehouse,"  in  the  forty- 
sixth  line,  ilie  words  "  or  distillery." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  !)y  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "  aforesaid,"  in  the  fifty-sixth 
lint;,  the  following: 

And  Ihe  said  collector  of  customs  sliall  account  for  and 
pay  over  to  tlie  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  the 
moneys  collected  under  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  section 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  said  bonds  anil  other 
security  to  be  taken  by  the  collector  of  thi!  district 
from  which  such  removal  is  made."  The  object 
is  to  have  that  ns  well  as  the  other  portions  of 
the  warehoMS('  law  to  be  controlled  liy  the  rules 
and  ri'giilatifHi.s  which  are  already  eslubliahed. 

The  unu'iidrneiit  was  ugtet'd  to. 


Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing to  the  section  the  following: 

That  tlie  collector  of  any  disiriel  may  grant  a  permit  to 
the  owner  or  owners  of  any  distillery  within  his  districuo 
send  or  ship  any  spirits,  the  productof  said  distillery,  after 
the  quantity  and  proof  thereof  shall  liave  been  ascertained 
by  inspection  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  any 
place  without  said  district  and  williin  the  United  States  ; 
and  ill  sucii  case  the  liill  of  lading  or  receipt  (which  sliall 
be  in  such  form  as  tlie  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue 
may  direct)  of  the  same  shall  be  taken  in  the  name  of  the 
eolleetorof  the  district  in  wliieh  the  distillery  is  situate,  and 
Ihe  spirits  aforesaid  shall  be  consigned,  in  such  bill  of  lading 
or  receipt,  to  the  collector  of  the  district  In  whicli  the  place 
is  situate,  whillier  the  spirits  is  sent  or  shipped,  and  Ihe 
aniounl  of  duties  upon  said  spirits  sliall  be  stated  in  the 
receipt;  and  upon  the  arrival  of  the  spirits,  and  upon  the 
doniand  of  the  collector  aforesaid,  tlie  agent  of  the  dislil- 
leiy  (and  the  name  of  the  agent,  for  the  convenience  of  tlie 
collector,  shall  always  appear  in  tlie  bill  of  lading  or  receipt) 
shall  pay  the  duties  upon  tlie  said  spirits,  with  the  expense 
of  frcNglit,  and  every  other  expense  whieli  has  accrued 
tliercnpon;  and  the  said  collector,  upon  the  payment  of  the 
duties  aforesaid,  shall  deliver  the  bill  of  lading  or  receipt 
and  tlie  spirits  to  tlie  agent  of  the  said  distillery  ;  and  if  the 
duties  are  not  paid  as  aforesaid,  llien  the  said  spirits  sliall 
be  stored  at  »he  risk  and  cost  of  llie  owner  or  agent  thereof, 
who  shall  pay  an  addition  r>^teii  per  cent,  thereupon  ;  ami 
all  the  general  provisions  of  this  act  in  reference  to  liens, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  as  also  in  reference  to  the  collec- 
tion, sliall  apply  thereto,  and  be  enforced  by  the  collector 
of  the  district  in  vvliich  tlie  spirits  may  be  :  Provided,  'J'hat 
no  permit  shall  be  granted  under  this  seclion  for  a  quantity 
less  than  fifty  barrels  :  Jlndprovi-dedfurlltcr,  That  the  Com- 
missioner of  Internal  Revenue,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  may  make  such  furtlier  regula- 
tions and  require  sueli  further  securities  as  he  may  deem 
proper,  in  order  lo  protect  the  revenue  and  to  carry  out  tlie 
spirit  and  intent  of  tliis  section. 

The  amendment  I  propose  is  an  exact  copy  of 
the  forty-sixth  section  of  the  existing  law.  It 
authorizes  the  distiller,  through  the  collector  of 
the  district  where  the  distillery  issituated,  to  send 
forward  spirits  to  the  place  where  the  distiller  may 
desire  to  liave  the  spirits  sold.  For  instance,  a 
distiller  at  Chicago  may  send  his  S|3irils  to  New 
York  consigned  to  the  collector  of  the  district  of 
New  York,  and  pay  the  duties  at  New  York 
whenever  called  upon  by  the  collector  there.  It 
is,  of  course,  a  great  convenience  to  distillers  who 
have  but  a  small  capital  in  their  business;  and  I 
believe  no  harm  has  come  to  the  Government  from 
the  practice  under  this  section.  This  provision 
is,  so  far  as  1  can  find,  omitted  entirely  from  the 
bill  now  before  the  committee. 

The  section  to  which  this  is  an  amendment  au- 
thorizes the  transportation  of  spirits  from  one 
point  to  another  for  the  purpose  of  exportation. 
It  is  there  provided,  to  be  sure,  that  spirits  so  sent 
forward  may  bewitlidrawn  from  the  bonded  ware- 
house upon  the  payment  of  duties;  but  the  diffi- 
culty about  it  is  that  before  spirits  can  be  sent 
forward  the  party  sending  it  forward  must  take 
an  oath  that  he  intends  to  export  it.  To  be  sure 
he  can  remove  the  spirits  from  the  bonded  ware- 
house upon  the  paymentof  duties,  but  he  cannot 
properly  take  an  oath  that  he  intends  to  export 
it  when  in  fact  he  expects  to  pay  the  duty  on  it 
and  sell  it  in  the  country. 

Therefore  I  hope  the  committee  will  make  no 
objection  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  MORPilLL.  And  1  hope  the  committee 
will  not  do  any  such  thing.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  certainly  has  not  comprehended 
the  principle  upon  which  we  have  framed  the 
presentbill.  Ifhe  had,  he  would  have  discovered 
that  we  propose  that  if  the  article  is  to  be  con- 
sumed in  the  country  the  duties  are  to  be  paid 
upon  it,  and  it  is  only  when  the  manufacturer 
proposes  to  export  it  that  he  is  allowed  to  carry 
it  forward  to  the  bonded  warehouse  in  aiKiihcr 
district.  I  think  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
would  entirely  change  the  theory  upon  which  we 
have  framed  this  bill. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso to  my  amendment;  and  I  do  it  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  thai  the  fact  that  you  do  notallow  draw- 
backs does  not  affect  this  question  at  all.  There 
have  been,  and  in  my  judgment  there  ought  to  be, 
two  methods  by  which  distillers  can  remove  their 
liquors  without  the  prepayment  of  duties.  When 
they  intend  to  export  thein  they  move  their  liquors 
in  bond,  but  they  are  compelled  lo  make  oath  that 
they  intend  to  export  the  liquors.  Now,  then,  we 
have  heretofore  given  parlies  authority  to  move 
their  liquors  in  charge  of  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict where  the  distillery  is  situated,  consigning 
them  to  the  collector  of  the  district  in  which  the 
dislilhn- expects  to  sell  them.  The  consequence 
was  that  he  was  enabled  to  send  these  liquors 
forward  without  prepayment  of  dutio«.     Now, 
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this  wiis  a  great  convenience  wlieii  the  duty  was 
only  twenty  cents  a  gallon.  How  much  more 
will  it  be  a  convenience  when  the  duty  is  eighty 
cents,  a  dollar,  and  f,l  25  a  gallon. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  1  think  tny  colleague  la  some- 
what mistaken  in  sufiposing  that  no  complaints 
were  made  under  the  law  as  itstands.  The  com- 
mittee understood  from  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
ternal Revenue  that  great  fraud  was  believed  to 
have  been  practiced  under  it,  and  the  object  of 
this  section  of  the  bill  was  to  bring  all  spirits  that 
were  removed  without  the  payment  of  duties  un- 
der the  strict  control  of  the  regulations  and  bonds 
of  the  revenue  service  in  regard  to  imported  mer- 
chandise in  bond.  1  ."see  nothing  in  the  section 
of  this  bill  that  provides  for  an  oath  to  be  taken 
that  the  distilled  spirit  in  bonded  warehouse  shall 
be  exported.  The  committee  in  framing  the  sec- 
tion in  the  bill  did  not  intend  that  any  such  oath 
should  be  required,  but  that  the  spirits  and  oil  so 
received  in  the  bonded  warehouse  should  be  en- 
titled to  the  privilege  of  exportation,  and  the  latter 
jiart  of  the  section  provides  that  any  spirit  or  oil 
so  removed  can  be  taken  out  of  the  warehouse 
for  consuinplion  on  payment  of  the  duties. 

1  think  when  my  colleague  has  more  carefully 
considered  that  section  he  will  find  that  it  meets 
all  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  is  a  great  pre- 
caution against  frauds  upon  the  revenue,  which 
becomes  still  more  necessary  now  that  the  rates 
of  duties  have  been  so  much  increased. 

Mr.  BOUTVVELL.'  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  and  move  now  to  strilce 
out  the  last  two  provisos. 

It  is  very  kind  of  my  colleague  to  suggest  that 
when  I  shall  have  considered  the  matter  further 
I  shall  come  to  a  different  conclusion.  1  have 
spent  too  many  days  and  nights  on  this  matter 
ever  to  think  of  considering  it  any  further  than  I  am 
obliged  to  do  in  the  discliarge  of  my  official  duties. 
He  will  see,  if  he  chooses  to  look  at  the  section 
under  consideration,  that  no  spirits  can  be  moved 
under  bonds  unless  they  are  intended  for  export- 
ation. That  is  the  exact  language  of  the  law,  and 
in  compliance  with  that  language  of  the  law  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  seen  fit,  as  I  think, 
in  the  proper  discharge  of  his  duty,  to  require  oaths 
of  men,  before  they  send  forward  liquors,  that  they 
intend  to  export  them.  Now,  if  this  section  is  al- 
lowed to  stand  as  it  is,  you  offer  a  temptation  to 
every  distiller  to  swear  that  he  intends  to  export 
liquors  when  he  intends  merely  to  send  them  for- 
ward to  his  agent  and  take  them  out  of  bond  for  sale. 
'What  objection  can  there  be  to  allowing  the 
business  to  go  on  as  heretofore?  Letme  say  that 
during  my  experience  in  office  as  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue,  I  never  heard  of  the  frauds 
to  which  my  colleague  has  refeiTed.  Within  the 
last  forty-eight  hours  I  have  been  in  conference 
with  gentlemen  in  the  Internal  Revenue  office  who 
have  this  matter  especially  in  charge.  They  con- 
cur unanimously  in  the  opinion  that  this  amend- 
ment ought  to  be  made;  and  there  was  not  a  sug- 
gestion made  in  my  hearing  that  any  frauds  have 
ever  been  perpetrated.  If  these  collectors  are  to 
be  trusted  at  all,  they  are  to  be  trusted  in  this 
matter.  For  instance,  a  distiller  in  Chicago  puts 
his  liquors  into  the  care  of  the  collector,  who  is 
under  bonds;  he  sends  them  to  the  collector  in 
New  York,  who  is  also  under  bonds,  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  consignee  when  the  duties  are  paid. 
It  seems  to  me  thru  it  is  a  great  convenience;  but 
I  will  not  trouble  the  committee.  I  now  with- 
draw the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Boutwell's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  want  to  try  my  amendme!it 
again.  I  move  to  insert  after  the  v/ord  "  coal"« 
in  the  second  line  of  the  section  the  words  "  and 
petroleum." 

A'lr.  KASSON.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  I  will  make  a  suggestion.  After  consultation 
with  my  colleagues  on  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that"' 
an  amendment  ought  to  be  introduced  carrying 
out  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  I  suggest  that  these  words  be  added 
at  the  end  of  the  section: 

Tlip  words  "  co;il  oil"  aa  usoii  in  tliis  act,  wlicrc  not  oth- 
crvvisi:  repressed,  t-liiill  be  eoiisidurcd  to  include  petroleum. 

We  di)  in  some  [)arts  of  the  bill  distinguish  be- 
tween the  two. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  accept  that  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  my  amendment. 

The  amendmont,  as  modified,  was  aj^reaxl  to. 


The  Clerk  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  LAW.  I  move  to  amend  section  sixty, 
line  four,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  one  dollar" 
and  inserting  "fifty  cents;"  so  that  the  section 
will  read: 

Tli!U  tlierc  plinll  ijo  paid  on  nil  Ijeer,  lager  beer,  ale,  porter, 
and  other  similar  leriiiented  liquors,  by  whatever  name 
such  liquors  may  be  called,  a  duty  of  fifiy  cents  lor  ea<Oi 
and  every  barrel  containing  not  more  than  tlnrty-one  gal- 
lons. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  offer  the  amendment  in  good 
faith,  with  a  view  not  only  to  the  increase  of 
revenue  which  1  believe  will  arise  from  the  re- 
duction of  the  duty  on  fermented  liquors  from 
one  dollar  for  each  barrel  containing  not  more 
than  tirirty-one  gallons  tofil'ty  cents,  but  because 
I  believe  that  the  amendment  is  a  proper  one, 
considered  in  reference  to  the  morals  of  the  coun- 
try, by  the  substitution  of  malt  liquors  as  a 
beverage  instead  of  spirituous  liquors  whjch  uni- 
formly take  the  place  of  the  former  in  every  com- 
munity where  the  first  are  dispensed  with,  as  has 
been  proven  in  eveijj  instance  where  the  experi- 
ment has  been  trieff  1  hold  in  my  hand,  sir,  a 
memorial  forwarded  to  me  by  the  brewers  of  my 
own  city,  (Evansville,)  men  of  standing  and  re- 
spectability who  carry  on  the  business  of  brew- 
ing on  a  larger  scale  than  it  is  carried  on  in  any 
town  in  Intliana,  and  who  have  examined  the 
subject  with  great  care  and  aitcntion.  'I'he  me- 
morial I  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  before  the  introduction  of  the  present  bill. 
I  read  from  it  the  following  extract  as  an  evidence 
that  when  malt  liquors  are  abandoned  as  a  bever- 
age among  any  people, either  from  the  high  duty 
imposed  on  their  manufacture  or  from  any  other 
cause,  spirituous  liquors  at  once  supply  their 
place,  and  dissipation,  drunkenness,  and  poverty 
of  the  people  are  the  inevitable  consequences  of 
such  a  change: 

"  It  has  beca  satisfactorily  ascertained  in  England  that 
distilled  spirits  will  bear  a  rate  ol'  duly,  which  if  imposed 
on  fermented  liquors  or  other  beverages  would  prevent 
the  manufacture  of  Uieni  entirely.  Tlie  dniy  on  British 
spirits  at  the  bcginniJig  of  the  present  cenUny  was  live 
shillings  four  and  one  half  pence  per  gallon.  It  has  fluctu- 
ated since  then,  being  sonicihing  less,  but  is  now  fixed  at 
ten  shillings  or  $2  ad  per  galloji.  Nolwilhsianding  this 
high  rate  of  duly,  the  quaniity  nianul'actureil  and  entered 
for  consumption  has  been  but  slightly  diminished,  and  the 
revenue  derived  from  it  for  the  year  ending  in  March,  1803, 
amounted  to  §42,650,000. 

"  In  striUing  contrast  with  the  last  mentioned  facts,  is 
the  effect  of /iig/i  iJuties  on  I'ermonted  drinks.  In  1707  the 
English  duties  on  malt  and  beer  were  introduced  into  Scot- 
land, which  then  contained  a  population  of  one  million, 
and  a  duty  of  two  shillings  threepence  per  barrel,  of  thirty- 
six  gallons,  was  imposed  on  twojicnny  beer,  the  favorite 
beverag(^  of  llie  people.  For  many  years  afterwards  the 
quantity  of  this  beer  that  paid  duty  averaged  450,000  bar- 
rels, rather  less  than  a  barrel  to  every  two  persons.  The 
duty  was  subsequeiuly  increased  to  three  shillings  four- 
pence  per  barrel,  when  the  consumption  immediately  fell 
oft'  100,000  barrels,  and  continued  to  decline  until  its  manu- 
facture ceased  entirely  ;  and  at  the  present  time,  imt  of 
38,609  persons  in  the  United  Kingdom  wlio  brew  beer  for 
sale,  281  only  are  found  in  Scotland." 

What  were  the  unhappy  results  of  this  ex- 
cessive taxation  of  a  harmless  and  popular  bever- 
age.' Why,  the  substitution  of  whisky  and  other 
spirituous  liquors.  In  no  part  of  the  world  has 
drunkenness  been  so  prevalent  as  in  Scotland. 
Intemperance  abounds  everywhere;  and  in  pro- 
portion to  its  population,  spirituous  liquors  are 
more  extensively  drank  than  in  any  portion  of  the 
globe.  The  increase  of  tax  in  Scotland  on  malt  and 
beer  of  only  about  thirty-five  cents  a  barrel  en- 
tirely destroyed  the  manufacture  of  ale  and  beer, 
and  spirituous  liquors  took  their  place.  The  re- 
sult has  been  shown.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
seemed  to  smile  at  the  idea  of  this  excessive  tax- 
ation on  malt  liquors  being  a  moral  question  as 
well  as  one  of  revenue.  If  they  will  study  it 
rightly  1  think  they  will  find  it  both.  In  my 
own  town,  where  there  were  but  few  breweries 
in  operation,  two  large  distilleries  were  erected. 
What  has  been  the  result.'  Both  of  these  distil- 
leries have  been  closed  and  we  have  now  eight 
breweries  in  o|ieration,  some  of  them  very  ex- 
tensive, u[H)n  whom  a  tax  of  one  dollar  per  barrel 
will  operate  hardly.  They  are  perfectly  willing  to 
pay  fifty  cents  a  liarrtd  of  thirty-one  gallons  as  a 
tax,  though  this  iti  my  opinion  is  too  large,  but 
they  are  unwilling  to  pay  one  dollar,  believing  that 
such  it  tax  imposed  on  this  class  of  manufacture  a 
duty  hard  to  be  borne,  and  which  in  some  insiances 
may  lead  to  the  utter  abandonment  of  their  busi- 
ness and  turning  to  some  other  branch  not  so 
greatly  oppreased  by  h«avy  taxation. 


Having,  as  I  think,  established  the  question 
that  if  you  tax  malt  liquors  too  highly  you  sub- 
stitute whisky  and  other  spiiituous  liquors  as  a 
beverage  for  the  people,  and  thereby,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Scotch,  demoriilize  the  iVinerican  peo- 
ple, I  proceed  to  examine  the  question  as  it 
regards  revenue. 

By  the  act  ])roviding  for  internal  revenue^  to 
supjiort  the  Governmerjt,and  pay  the  interest  on 
the  national  debt,  passed  in  July,  ]8()2,  a  duty 
of  one  dollar  was  laid  on  each  barrel  of  thirty-one 
gallons  of  lager  beer,  ale,  porter,  and  other  similar 
fermented  liquors.  This  act  was  in  force  from  the 
1st  day  of  July,  1862,  when  it  was  apfiroved,  to 
the  3d  of  March,  1863.  By  the  twelfth  section  of 
the  act  approved  March  3,  1863,  the  duty  of  one 
dollar  on  each,  barrel  of  thirty-one  gallons  of  lagev 
beer,  ale,  and  porter  was  reduced  to  sixty  cents 
a  barrel  of  thlity-one  gallons;  and  at  that  rate 
the  taxation  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time, 
when  it  is  now  proposed  to  tax  all  those  who  en- 
gaged largely  in  the  business  of  brewing  under  the 
act  reducing  the  tax  on  beer  to  sixty  cents,  and 
who  have  inade  large  investments  in  buildings, 
vats,  and  other  improvements  believing  the  tax 
would  remain  as  Congress  fixed  it  under  the  last 
act,  and  who  would  not  have  invested  their  capi- 
tal in  this  business  if  they  had  believed  for  a  sin- 
gle moment  the  tax  was  to  be  increased  to  one 
dollar  a  barrel.  What  reliance  can  these  people 
have  in  your  faith  as  legislators  if  you  thus  con- 
tinually keep  changingyour  laws  yearafter  year? 
Should  there  not  be  in  all  laws  affecting  the  great 
interests  of  manufacturers  some  stability,  some 
firmness,  some  purpose,  so  that  parties  may  know 
what  to  expect  when  they  commence  operations? 
The  census  of  1860  shows  what  an  immense  in- 
tei-est  brewing  of  malt  liquors  is  becoming  in  the 
■  western  States,  and  increasing  yearly  utdess  par- 
alyzed by  the  unwise  taxation  by  Congress  in 
putting  on  a  duty  totally  uncalled  for.  Even  un- 
der existing  circumstances  there  was  on  the  1st 
of  June,  1860,  460  breweries;  there  were  1,173,576 
barrelsof  malt  liquor  brewed,  amounting  in  value 
to  the  sum  of  ^6,343,070.  Wisconsin  has  the  lar- 
gest number  of  breweries,  121,  making  124, 9o6 
barrels  of  malt  liquors,  valued  at  ^702,812.  Ohio 
with  29  breweries  makes  402,035  barrels,  with  a 
valuation  of  §1,912,419.  Illinois  with  75  brew- 
eries makes  218,043  barrels,  valued  at  §1,309,180. 
Indiana  with  50  breweries  makes  66,338  barrels, 
valued  at  ^328,116;  while  at  the  same  time  she 
made  8,358,500  gallons  of  whisky,  high-wines, 
and  alcohol,  at  a  value  of  ^1,951,530.  Tax  as  you 
please  on  tliese  alcoholic  liquors,  but  reduce  your 
taxes  on  malt;  your  leveiiues  will  be  increased  in 
your  Treasury  by  your  reduction.  I  cannot  say 
certainly,  having  never  examined  the  returns  in 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue,  but  I 
will  venture  to  assert  that  more  revenue  was  col- 
lected by  the  act  of  March  3,  1863,  on  malt  liquors 
for  the  same  period,  than  was  collected  under  the 
act  of  July  1, 1862,  when  the  durty  was  one  dollar 
per  barrel. 

But  again,  sir,  the  tax  on  malt  liquors  under 
this  bill  is  larger  by  one  third  than  was  ever  im- 
posed by  any  people  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
England  not  excepted.  Tlie  duty  there  is  upon 
malt,  not  upon  beer.  In  1862  the  duty  on  hops 
was  repealed,  and  brewers'  licenses  increased  to 
threepence  a  barrel.  In  1804  the  duty  on  malt 
was  fixed  at  four  shillings  fivepence  per  bushel. 
It  was  reduced  from  time  to  time  until  1823,  when 
it  was  fixed  at  two  shillings  sevenpeiice.  In 
1854,  at  the  time  of  the  Russian  war,  it  was  raised 
to  four  shillings,  when  the  quantity  charged  with 
duty  immediately  fell  offfive  million  bushels, and 
in  the  following  year  eight  million  bushels.  In 
1857  the  Govenmient  found  it  necessary  to  reduce 
the  duty,  and  fixed  it  at  two  shillings  sevenpence 
per  bushel,  and  five  percent,  on  the  tax,  at  which 
it  remains.  The  result  of  that  reduction  has  been 
a  large  increase  in  the  consumption,  which  has 
averaged  5,314,350quarters  or  42,514,800  bushels 
per  annum  for  the  four  years  fiom  1858  to  1862 
inclusive,  |)roducing  about  28,000,000  of  beer  an- 
nually. English  malt  averages  about  forty-four 
pounds  to  the  bushel,  and  American  malt  about 
thirty-four  pounds.  Allowing  one  half  bushel  of 
English  malt  to  the  barrel  of  thirty-six  gallons  of 
beer,  (the  quantity  used,)  the  English  t;\.K  isequiv- 
alent  to  si.\ty-three  and  three  quarter  cents  per 
barrel  of  thirty-one  gallons.  On  the  Continent, 
in  Germany,  wher*  immense  quantities  of  malt 
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liquors  are  brewed,  t  lie  cl  litres  lire  much  less  than  in 
EiiKlaiid.  Ill  Prussia  the  tax  is  about  23  cents  a 
biiiiil.  Ill  Bavaria  40  cents.  Jn  Baden  24  cents, 
lij  H.sse  Darmstadt  25  cents.  In  Rhine  Bavaria 
or  Palatinate  the  brewers  pay  a  small  license  to 
CDnipete  with  the  cheap  wines  of  the  country,  but 
no  tft.x  is  imposed  on  malt  or  beer.  The  nianu- 
I'aciure  is  encouraged,  not  as  a  matter  of  revenue, 
but  as  a  beverage,  healthy,  free  from  intoxicating 
influences,  and  productive  of  health  and  temper- 
ance. In  no  country  but  this  has  ever  such  a  tax 
on  an  article  so  largely  entering  into  the  subsist- 
ence of  a  very  large  class  of  our  people,  an  article, 
I  may  say,  of  absolute  necessity  to  them,  of  so 
great  consumption,  ever  been  taxed  as  hij{;hly  as 
this.  The  laboring  classes  in  the  West,  particularly 
the  Germans,  use  beer  as  a  beverage  laigely,  but 
very  few  (and  they  are  exceptions  to  the  general 
rule)  use  spirituous  liquors  at  all.  Hence  you  sel- 
dom stea  German  intoxicated.  Eeerand  Catawba 
wine  are  their  favorite  drinks.  Sir,  my  people 
liave  not  hesitated  a  moment  in  obeying  every 
law  enacted  by  you — be  it  what  itmay — until  re- 
pealed. They  are  naturally  and  constitutionally 
a  law-abiding  people.  Put  your  tax  at  what  you 
please,  they  will  try  and  pay  it,  but  the  result 
will  bean  abandonment  of  their  business  and  the 
closing  of  their  breweries.  This  burden  in  ad- 
dition to  the  high  prices  of  even  the  necessaries 
cf  lile,  of  labor,  of  malt,  in  fact  of  everything 
connected  wiih  their  occupation,  will  force  them 
to  close  up  their  establishments.  With  a  less  tax, 
with  one  such  as  they  have  proposed  to  pay,  and 
which,  although  sufficiently  onerous  in  itself  they 
can  stand,  their  business  will  increase,  the  manu- 
facture of  malt  liquors  continued  perhaps  on  a 
larger  scale,  and  a  revenue  derived  from  it  by 
the  Government  treble  what  it  will  be  if  you  im- 
pose so  large  a  duty  as  you  have  proposed  under 
the  bill  now  before  the  committee.  The  total  valu- 
ation of  malt  liquors  brewed  in  the  western  States 
according  to  the  census  of  1860  was  ^6,343,070, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  it  has  doubled  since  that  time. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  that  my  constitu- 
ents were  a  law-abiding  people  at  all  tirngg  and 
under  all  circumstances.  So  they  are,  but  they 
are  more  than  this;  they  are  as  loyal  people  as 
exist  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Union.  Nearly 
ihree  years  since  when  you  called  for  volunteers 
tliey  cheerfully  and  willingly  met  the  call.  Leav- 
iiiii;  home,  wife,  children,  and  friend.s',  they  rushed 
to  the  battle-field,  not  singly,  but  in  platoons, 
companies,  battalions,  and  regiments,  such  was 
the  ardor  and  patriotism  ofour  people.  Sir,  from 
the  disirict  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
the  strongest  Democrulic  dlslricl  in  the  Stale  in 
proportion  to  its  population,  from  ten  counties 
we  sent  six  thousand  two  hundred  men — young, 
fitoiit,  stalwart,  brave  men,  many  of  them  the  sons 
of  those  who  had  fought  at  Tippecanoe,  and  bled 
at  the  battle  of  the  Thames — to  the  Army.  Of 
that  whole  number  who  thus  tendered  their  lives 
to  their  country  in  defense  of  the  Union,  [  do  not 
believe  there  are  one  thousand  living  and  fit  for 
duty.  They  were  in  every  battle-field  from  Car- 
rick's  Ford,  in  Virginia,  to  the  Pea  Ridge,  in 
Arkansas.  Their  remains  are  to  be  found  on 
every  hill-side,  on  every  plain,  in  every  valley, 
on  every  mountain,  where  our  troops  have  been 
engaged  with  the  rebels  in  arms.  They  have 
done  their  duly  on  all  occasions.  Indiana  has 
never  been  laggard.  We  have  had  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  men  in  the  field, 
and  are  now  entitled  to  a  credit  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  balance  any  call  made  upon  us  fora  new 
draft.  Ill  time  of  war,  as  well  as  of  peace,  we  at 
least  have  done  our  whole  duty  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  while  we  think  the  taxation  of  the 
prcsentbillisonerousin  the  extreme,  calculated  to 
destroy  an  interest  building  up  in  the  We.si,  pro- 
ductivf!  in  the  highest  degree  to  the  health  and 
morals  of  our  people,  an  interest  with  which  so 
many  are  connected,  and  one  even  now  in  its  in- 
fancy, yet  even  under  all  these  circumstances  we 
shall  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Union,  the  Con- 
Kiituiion,  and  the  laws,  as  wc  ever  have  been,  and 
ever  will  be. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Law's  amendment 
to  redur^e  the  tax  on  beer  to  fifty  cent.s  per  barrel. 

The  C 1 1  A  I RM  A  N  ordered  tellers ;  and  Messrs. 
Law,  and  Kkllogg  of  Michigan,  were  appointed. 

The  coniniiitec  divided;  and  the  tellerB  reported 
— ayes  32,  noes  74. 

So  tb«  amcndmeul  waa  rejected. 


Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
sixtieth  section  by  reducing  the  tax  on  beer  from 
one  dollar  to  sixty  cents.  This  will  make  the  bill 
conform  to  the  rate  of  taxation  established  under 
the  law  of  last  Congress.  I  believe  that  that  tax 
is  high  enough,  it  was  found  that  the  tax  of  a 
dollar  a  barrel  imposed  in  the  first  tax  bill  was  too 
high.  It  gave  rise  to  much  complaint,  not  only 
ftom  brewers  but  also  from  consumers,  and  the 
tax  was  reduced  to  sixty  cents.  It  will  be  found 
that  the  same  complaints  will  be  urged  now,  if  the 
tax  be  again  increased  to  one  dollar.  Perhaps  in 
ordinary  times  there  would  be  no  good  reason  for 
urging  this  reduction  of  tax;  but  we  must  recol- 
lect that  the  luxuriesof  coffee  and  tea  have  grown 
so  expensive  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  people.  Lager  beer  and  other 
malt  liquors  must  take  the  place,  largely,  of  these 
beverages,  and  should  not  be  heavily  taxed.  It 
is  said  bj'  physicians,  and  by  all  who  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  using  beer,  that  it  is  a  healthful 
drink.  And  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  the  san- 
itary condition  of  those  who  use  it,  that  they  are 
right  in  that  matter. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Will  the  gentleman  permit  me 
to  make  a  suggestion  ? 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  KASSON.  If  the  gentletvian  \v\\\  resolve 
the  tax  of  a  dollar  a  barrel  on  beer  he  will  find 
that  it  amounts  only  to  three  cents  a  gallon,  and 
I  desire  to  submit  that  beer  houses  will  still  be 
able  to  give  zwei  giasen  zum  fiinf  cents .  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  That  is  true.  The  tax 
is  only  some  three  cents  a  gallon;  but  that  is  very 
considerable  when  imposed  on  poor  families  that 
cannot  procure  tea  and  coffee,  and  must  use  beer 
as  a  substitute.  1 1  does  seem  to  me  that  on  lager 
beer,  which  now  costs  eleven  dollars  per  barrel,  a 
tax  of  sixty  cents  per  barrel  is  quite  high  enough. 
It  will  yield  to  the  Government  more  revenue 
than  a  tax  of  a  dollar  will.  The  low  tax  will 
encourage  the  manufacture,  and  will  keep  the 
beverage  within  the  reach  of  all.  We  tried  the 
tax  of  a  dollar  a  barrel,  and  it  had  the  effect  of 
driving  many  brewers  out  of  the  business,  and 
diminished  the  use  of  the  article  to  a  considerable 
extent.  At  the  last  session.  Congress,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  policy  as  well  as  of  justice,  reduced  the  tax 
to  sixty  cents  a  barrel.  My  amendment  proposes 
to  leave  it  at  that  rate,  and  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  propose  to  move  that  the 
committee  rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  debate 
on  this  section,  but  beforedoingso  1  desire  to  say 
a  single  word.  When  the  dutj^  was  originally 
levied  upon  this  article  the  beer  manufacturers 
throughout  the  country  only  demanded  that  it 
should  be  placed  u[)on  an  equality  with  other  spir- 
its. They  were  perfectly  willing  when  the  duty 
levied  upon  spirits  was  twenty  cents  per  gallon 
that  there  should  be  a  duty  of  fifty  or  sixty  cents 
per  barrel  upon  ale  or  beer.  Now  we  have  raised 
the  duty  on  spirits  to  something  like  five  times 
the  amount  it  was  then,  and  if  we  were  to  raise 
the  duty  on  ale  or  beer  in  proportion,  we  should 
be  compelled  to  put  it  at;(J2  50 or  three  dollars  per 
barrel. 

The  recent  diminution  in  the  consumption  of 
these  articles  is  not  in  consequence  of  the  tax  u|)on 
them,  but  of  the  high  price  of  barley.  The  quan- 
tity produced  having  been  less  than  usual,  the 
price  has  risen,  as  I  understand,  to  §1  50  or  more 
a  bushel.  Now,  we  propose  to  restore  the  duty 
to  the  point  at  which  it  was  originally  placed,  at 
one  dollar  a  gallon,  which  is  a  very  small  duty  in 
comparison  with  that  ])laced  upon  sjiirits. 

Rather  than  vote  for  such  a  proposition  as  that 
contained  in  the  amendment,  while  I  do  not 
usually  vote  upon  these  bills  for  propositions  not 
sanctioned  by  the  Comniitteeof  Ways  and  Means, 
I  would  yet  pr(;fer  to  vole  to  have  the  duly  raised 
to  ^1  50  per  barrel.  I  trust  that  the  committee 
will  not  allow  this  duty  to  be  made  less  than  one 
dollar  a  barrel. 

I  now  move  that  the  committee  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  closing  debate  upon  this  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
debate  upon  this  section  will  be  closed  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  debate  was  ac- 
cordingly closed. 

The  umendnieiit  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  W00l3.     I  move  to  amend 


the  section  by  inserting  in  line  six,  after  the  word 
"  quantity,"  the  words  "  whelh.er  in  bottles;"  so 
as  to  make  the  clause  read: 

'i'hru  llicre  sliall  lie  paid  on  all  beer,  lager  I)eer,  ale,  por- 
ter, and  other  .-iimilaiterineiited  liquors,  by  whatevername 
such  liiiuois  may  be  called,  a  duty  of  one  dollar  for  each 
and  every  barrel  containinij  not  more  tliaii  thirty-one  gal- 
lons, and  at  a  lilse  rate  for  any  other  quantity,  whether  in 
bottles  or  for  fractional  parts  of  a  barrel,  wlijcli  sliall  be 
brewed  or  manufactured  and  sold,  or  removed  for  con- 
sumption or  sale  within  the  United  States  or  the  Territo- 
ries; 8ic. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  It'isevidently  ne- 
cessary that  something  of  this  sort  should  be  done 
if  we  are  to  collect  any  tax  on  ale  and  porter  in 
bottles. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  think  the  amendment  in  the 
form  in  which  it  is  drawn  is  not  likely  to  accom- 
plish the  object. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man that  his  proposition  had  probably  better 
come  in  in  the  shape  of  a  proviso  at  the  end  of 
the  section. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Inasmuch  as  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  desires  to  accomplish 
the  object  provided  for  in  my  amendment,  I  will 
withdraw  it,  and  ask  the  gentlernan  to  prepare  an 
amendment  in  the  shape  which  he  suggests. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  While  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  is  preparing  his  amendment  I  will 
move  to  amend  the  section  by  striking  out  "  one," 
and  inserting  "  two"  in  its  place,  so  as  to  make 
the  tax  two  dollars  a  barrel  instead  of  one  dol- 
lar. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PERHAM.  I  move  to  amend  the  same 
clause  by  striking  out  "  one  dollar,"  and  insert- 
ing in  its  place  "  |1  50." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  1  move  to  amend  the  same 
clause  by  striking  out  "  one  dollar,"  and  insert- 
ing "  ninety  cents." 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to.  M 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  will  nowsend  upaiid  offer      ' 
the  following  proviso,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  ihe 
section: 

Provided  further,  That  beer,  lager  liecr,  alo,  porter,  and 
other  similar  fcnnented  liqiiois,  shall  be  assessed  accoriiins 
to  tlie  quantity  contained  therein  at  the  rate  of  one  ilnllar 
for  thiny  gallons. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  now  move  a  sim- 
ilar amendment  to  apply  to  the  next  section. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  For  better  secu- 
rity, and  to  do  away  with  all  ambiguity,  I  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  to  include 
the  words  "  or  in  any  package." 

Mr.  MORRILL.     \  am  willing  to  accept  that. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  move  that  tho.se 
words  be  inserted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  61.  .^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person 
owning  or  occupying  any  brewery  or  premises  used  or  in- 
tended to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  brcnving  or  niTiking 
such  fermented  liquors,  or  who  shall  Uslvi-  such  promises 
under  his  control  orsuperinlcndenee  as  agent  tor  the  owner 
or  occupant,  or  shall  have  in  his  po-spssimi  or  custody  any 
vessel  or  vessels  intended  to  be  used  on  said  premises  In 
the  niannfactuie  of  beer,  Inger  beer,  ale,  porter,  or  oilier 
similar  ferin«nt(;d  liquors,  either  as  ovvner,agent, or  other- 
wise, shall  from  day  to  day  enter  or  cause  to  be  entered  in 
a  book  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  and  which  shall 
be  open  at  all  limes  (except  Sundays)  between  the  rising 
and  selling  of  Iliesun,  for  the  inspection  of  said  assessor, 
assistant  assessor,  collector,  deputy  collector,  or  inspector, 
who  may  take  any  minutes  or  niiinoraiulimisortranscripis 
tliereof,  the  qnanlily  or  number  ot  liarn  Is  and  fraeiional 
pans  of  barrels  of  lermented  liquors  made,  and  also  the 
qnanlily  sold,  or  removed  foreonsumption  orsale,  keeping 
separate  account  of  the  several  kinds  and  diiseripiions  ;  and 
shall  render  to  said  assessor  or  iissistani  assessor  on  ilie 
first  day  of  eacli  month  in  each  year,  or  within  ten  days 
thcreal'tcr,  a  general  account,  in  vvriiing,  taken  from  liis 
books,  of  the  quantity  or  number  of  barrels  and  fractional 
parts  of  barrels  of  each  kind  ot  termenieil  liquors  made,  and 
also  of  the  quantity  sold,  or  removed  liir  consumption  or 
sale,  for  one  month"pr<'eediiig  saiil  day  ;  and  shall  verify,  or 
cause  10  be  verilied,  the  said  entries,  reports,  books,  and  ^ 
general  accounts,  and  the  friets  therein  set  forth,  on  oath  or  H 
alhrin.ilion,  lo  beiaken  hilore  the  assessor  or  assistant  as- 
sessor,  according  to  the  lorm  reciuired  bylaw;  and  .-hall 
immediatrly  Ibrward  to  Ihi'  eollecior  of  ilie  districl  (me  of 
tiie  said  duplicate  accounts,  duly  certirti  il  to  by  tin:  assessor 
or  assistant  assessor,  and  shall  also  pay  tlie  iluties  which 
arc  impo.-ed  by  law  on  lln-  li(|niir  inaile  and  sold,  (U"  re- 
moved for  eonsuniplion  or  sale,  and  in  the  said  acci.unts 
mentioned,  at  the  time  of  rcnderiiii;  tlie  dnplieale  aceonnt 
Ihereut  us  ul'oresald.  But  where  ihe  manulaotnrei  of  any 
b«cr,  \u%ia  U«cT,  or  ul«,  uianufaalurvs  tU«  uumu  in  uiiu  cul- 
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lection  (lisdiot,  and  owns  or  occupies  a  depot  or  wareliouse 
for  llie  storage  and  sale  of  sucli  beer,  laijer  beer,  or  ale  in 
niiollicr  collection  district,  lie  may,  instead  of  paying  to  the 
collector  of  i  lie  district  where  tliesame  was  manufactured 
llie  duties  cliar^'cable  tliereon,  present  to  such  assessor  or 
assistant  assessor  an  invoice  of  the  quantity  or  number  of 
barrels  about  to  be  removed  for  the  purpose  of  storage  and 
Kale,  specifying  in  such  invoice  the  depot  or  warehouse  in 
which  he  intends  lo  place  such  beer,  lager  beer,  or  ale  ;  and 
thereupon  such  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  shall  indorse 
on  such  invoice  his  permission  for  such  removal,  and  the 
assessor  or  assistant  assessor  shall,  at  the  same  time,  trans- 
mit to  the  collec^tor  of  the  district  in  which  such  depot  or 
warehouse  is  situated  a  duplicate  of  such  invoice  ;  and 
thereulfer  the  manufacturer  of  the  beer,  lager  beer,  or  ale 
so  removed  shall  render  the  same  account,  and  pay  the 
same  duties,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  liabilities  and  pen- 
alties as  if  the  beer,  lager  beer,  or  ale  had  been  manufac- 
tured in  the  district  to  vvbicli  the  same  has  been  removed. 
The  Coinmissionerof  fnternal  Revenuemay  prescribe  such 
rules  as  he  miiy  deem  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
the  provisions  of  this  section  into  effect. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ifTiove  to  insert  after  the 
words  "assistant  assessors"  the  words  "or 
other  competent  officers." 

The  amenditient  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "pay"  the  words  "  to  such  collector." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  64.  Jlmlhe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  owner,  agent, 
or  superintendent  oi'  any  vessel  or  vessels  used  in  making 
fermented  liquors,  or  of  any  still,  boiler,  or  otiier  vessel 
used  in  the  distillation  of  spirits  on  which  duty  is  payable, 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  true  and  exact  entry 
and  report  of  ttie  same,  or  to  do,  or  cause  to  be  done,  any 
of  the  things  by  law  required  to  be  done  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
upon  the  written  notification  of  the  fact  to  the  collector  or 
deputy  collector  by  the  assessor  or  assistant  assessor,  for- 
feit for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal  all  the  liquors  and 
spirits  made  by  or  for  him,  and  all  the  vessels  used  in 
making  the  same,  and  the  stills,  boilers,  and  other  vessels 
used  in  distillation,  together  with  the  sum  of  $500,  to  be 
recovered  with  costs  of  suit ;  which  said  liquors  or  spirits, 
with  the  vessels  containing  the  same,  with  all  the  vessels 
used  in  making  the  same,  may  be  seized  by  any  collector 
or  deputy  collector  of  internal  duties,  and  held  by  him  until 
a  decision  shall  be  had  thereon  according  to  law  :  Provideil, 
That  such  seizure  be  made  within  thirty  days  after  the 
cause  for  the  same  shall  have  been  notified  to  the  collector 
or  deputy  collector,  as  aforesaid,  and  that  proceedings  to 
enforce  said  forfeiture  shall  liave  been  commenced  by  such 
collector  within  twenty  days  after  the  seizure  thereof.  Ami 
the  proceedings  to  en(V)rce  said  forfeiture  of  said  property 
shall  be  in  the  nature  of  a  proceeding  in  rem,  in  the  cir- 
cuit or  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
where  such  seizure  is  made,  or  in  any  other  court  of  com- 
))etent  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
words  "assistant  assessor"  the  words,  "or  in- 
spector." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  65.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  duties  aforesaid,  payable  on  spirits  distilled  and 
sold,  or  removed  for  consumption  or  sale,  or  beer,  lager 
beer,  ale,  porter,  and  other  similarfermented  liquors,  shall 
not  be  paid  at  the  time  of  rendering  the  duplicate  account 
of  the  same,  or  at  the  time  when  they  shall  have  become 
payable,  as  herein  required,  to  the  collector  or  deputy  col- 
lector of  the  district,  the  person  or  persons  chargeable  there- 
witli  shall  pay,  in  addition,  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
thereof;  and  until  such  duties  with  such  addition  shall  be 
paid,  they  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon  the  distillery 
where  such  liquors  have  been  distilled,  or  the  brewery 
where  such  liquors  have  been  brewed,  and  upon  the  stills, 
boilers,  vats,  and  all  other  implements  thereto  belonging, 
until  the  same  shall  have  been  paid,  &c. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
words  "remain  a  lien  upon"  the  words  "the 
interests  of  all  persons  in  default  in;"  and  in  the 
next  line,  after  the  word  "or,"  the  word  "in," 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
ought  to  have  a  lien  upon  the  distillery.  1  op- 
pose the  amendment. 

Mr.  KASSOJN.  I  call  the  gentleman''s  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  in  the  bill  already  passed  we 
have  adopted  the  same  ainendnnent.  We  have  in 
the  existing  law  confined  it  to  the  interests  of  the 
parties  in  the  distillery. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  I  find  in  section  fifty- 
one,  line  seventeen,  the  following: 

And  the  said  duty  shall  be  a  lien  on  such  spirits  and  also 
on  the  interest  of  all  persons  in  default  in  the  distillery 
used  for  distilling  the  same,  with  all  the  stills,  vessels,  fix- 
tures, and  tools  therein,  and  in  the  lot  or  tract  of  land 
whereon  the  said  distillery  is  situated  until  the  said  duty 
siiall  be  paid. 

Tiie  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  66.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person 
licensed  as  aforesaid  to  distill  spirits,  or  licensed  as  a  brewer, 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  I'uniish  the  account  and  du- 
plicate thereof,  as  liereinbelore  provided,  or  who  shall  re- 
fuse to  permit  the  said  assessor,  assistant  assessor,  collector 
or  deputy  collector  or  Inspector  to  examine  the  books  in 
the  manner  provided  for,  when  requested,  ahall,  for  every 
audi  refusal  or  neglect,  forlVlt  the  sum  of  ^^OU. 


Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  insert  before  the  word 
"neglect"  the  word  "willfully."  The  section 
imposes  a  heavy  penalty,  and  there  ought  to  be 
a  criminal  intent.  Therefore  I  propose  to  make 
it  rend  "  willfully  neglect." 

The  comiTiittee  divided;  and  there  were — ayes 
32,  noes  40. 

Mr.  MORRILL  demanded  tellers.  • 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Baxter  and 
Lazear  were  appointed. 

The  amendment  was  rejected;  the  tellers  hav- 
ing reported — ayes  30,  noes  63. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
following,  as  the  same  provision  is  in  another  part 
of  the  bill: 

Sec.  67.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  medicines, 
preparations,  compositions,  perfumery,  and  cosmetics,  in- 
tended for  exportation,  as  provided  for,  in  order  to  b(!  manu- 
factured and  sold  or  removed  witliont  being  charged  with 
duty,  and  without  having  a  stamp  affixed  thereto,  may,  un- 
der sucli  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury may  prescribe,  be  made  and  manufactured  in  ware- 
houses similarly  constructed  to  these, known  and  dt^signated 
in  Treasury  regulations  as  bonded  warehouses, class  two: 
Provided,  Sucli  manufacturer  shall  first  give  satisfactory 
bonds  to  the  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  faithful 
observance  of  all  the  provisions  of  law  and  the  rules  and 
regulations  as  aforesaid,  in  amount  not  less  than  half  re- 
quired by  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
from  persons  allowed  bonded  warehouses.  Such  goods, 
when  manufactured  in  such  warehouses,  may  be  removed 
for  exportation  under  the  direction  of  the  revenue  officer 
having  charge  thereof  without  being  charged  with  duty  and 
without  having  a  stamp  affixed  thereto.  Any  manufacturer 
of  the  articles  aforesaid,  or  of  any  of  them,  having  such 
bonded  warehouse  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  at  liberty,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury may  prescribe,  to  convey  therein  any  materials  to  be 
used  ill  such  manufacture  which  are  allowed  by  the  pro- 
visions of  law  to  be  exported  free  from  tax  or  duty,  as  well 
as  the  necessary  materials,  implements,  packages,  vessels, 
brands,  and  labels  for  the  preparation,  putting  up,  and  ex- 
port of  the  said  manufactured  articles;  and  every  article 
so  used  shall  be  exempt  from  stamp  and  excise  duty.  Ar- 
ticles and  materials  so  to  be  used  may  be  transferred  from 
any  bonded  warehouse  in  which  the  same  may  be,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  pre- 
scribe, into  any  bonded  warehouse  in  which  such  manu- 
facture may  be  conducted,  and  may  be  used  in  such  manu 
facture,  and  when  so  used  shall  be  exempt  from  stamp  and 
excise  duty.  And  the  receipt  of  the  officer  of  the  revenue 
in  charge  shall  be  received  as  a  voucher  for  the  manulac- 
ture  of  such  articles.  Any  materials  imported  into  the 
United  States  may,  under  such  rules  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  prescribe,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
proper  officer,  be  removed  in  original  packages  froin  on 
shipboard,  or  from  the  bonded  warehouses  in  which"  the 
same  may  be,  into  the  bonded  warehouse  in  which  such 
manufacture  may  be  carried  on,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
used  in  such  manufacture,  without  payment  of  duties 
thereon,  and  may  there  be  used  in  such  manufacture.  No 
article  so  removed,  nor  any  article  manufactured  in  said 
bonded  warehouse,  shall  be  taken  therefrom  except  for  ex- 
portalion,  under  the  direction  of  tlie  proper  ofiicer  having 
charge  thereof,  whose  certificate,  describing  the  articles 
by  their  marks  or  otherwise,  the  quantity,  the  date  of  im- 
portation, and  name  of  vessel,  witli  such  additional  partic- 
ulars as  may  from  time  to  time  be  required,  shall  be  re- 
ceived by  the  collector  of  customs  in  cancellation  of  the 
bonds  or  return  of  the  amount  of  foreign  import  duties.  All 
labor  performed  and  services  rendered  under  these  regula- 
tions shall  be  under  the  supervision  of  an  officer  of  the  cus- 
toms, and  at  the  expense  of  the  manufacturer. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  71.  .Mndhe  it. further  enacted.  That  In  every  license 
to  be  taken  out  under  or  by  authority  of  this  act  shall  be 
contained  and  set  forth  the  purpose,  trade,  or  business  for 
which  such  license  is  granted,  and  the  true  name  and  place 
of  abode  of  the  person  or  persons  taking  out  the  same;  if 
for  a  rectifier,  the  quantity  of  spiritsauthorized  to  be  recti- 
fied; if  by  a  peddler,  whether  authorized  to  travel  on  foot, 
or  with  one,  or  two,  or  more  horses,  the  time  for  which 
such  license  is  to  run,  and  the  true  date  or  time  of  grant- 
ing such  license,  and  (except  in  the  case  of  auctioneers 
and  peddlers)  the  place  at  which  the  trade,  business,  or 
profession  for  which  sucli  license  is  granted  shall  be  car- 
ried on  :  Provided,  That  a  license  granted  under  this  act 
shall  not  authorize  the  person  or  persons,  (except  lawyers, 
physicians,  surgeons,  dentists,  cattle-brokers,  horse-dealers, 
and  auctioneers,)  or  firm,  company,  or  corporation  men- 
tioned therein,  to  exercise  or  carry  on  the  trade  or  business 
specified  in  such  license  in  any  other  place  than  that  men- 
tioned therein,  or  otherwise  provided  ;  but  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  prohibit  the  storage  of  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise  in  other  places  than  the  place  of  business,  nor 
the  sale  by  manufactwrers  or  producers  of  their  own  goods, 
wares,  ajid  merchandise,  at  their  principal  place  of  busi- 
ness, otiier  than  the  place  of  manufacture. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  true" 
and  "other  than  the  place  of  manufacture." 

The  amendments  wei-e  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL  tnoved  to  add  the  following: 

And  all  licenses  granted  after  the  Isi  day  of  M.iy  lii  any 
year  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  1st  day  of  May  next 
Kiieeeeding,  and  shall  be  issued  upon  the  payment  of  a 
ratable  [iroportion  of  the  whole  amount  of  duty  Imposed 
for  such  license,  and  such  license  so  granted  shall  be  dated 
on  the  1st  day  of  the  month  In  which  it  was  issued. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Although  the  committeedid 


not  agree  to  this,  I  co^iceive  myself  no  objection 
to  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  ask  unnnimous  consent  to 
have  permission,  after  consultation  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  reiiini  to  section 
seventy-three  to  offer  an  amendment.  In  the  west- 
ern country  and  in  the  eastern  mountains,  in  the 
small  towns,  several  of  the  pursuits  here  requirea 
separate  license,  are  followed  by  the  same  party, 
whoeven  then  only  earns  a  moderate  living.  My 
intention  is  to  propose  an  amendment  to  cover 
such  cases. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  permission 
asked  for  was  accordingly  granted. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  that  the  comtnittee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  comtYiittee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing resumed  the  chair,  Mr,  Washbdrne,  of  Illi- 
nois, reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union  had, according  to  order, 
had  the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and 
[larticularly  House  bill  No,  405,  to  provide  in- 
ternal revenue  to  support  the  Govenitnent,  to  pay 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

ENROLLED  BILL. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
truly  enrolled  an  act  in  amendment  of  an  act  en- 
tled  "An  act  relating  to  foreign  coin  and  the  coin- 
age of  cents  in  the  Mint  of  the  United  States," 
approved  February  21,  1857;  when  the  Speaker 
signed  the  same, 

Mr,  MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  I  move  that  the  House 
adjourn, 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  that 
the  House  take  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illi- 
nois, was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  took  a  recess  until 
seven  o'clock,  p.  m, 

EVENING  SESSION, 

The  House  resumed  its  session  at  seven  o'clock, 
p,  m. 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  IOWA, 

Mr,  ALLISON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
take  from  the  Speaker's  table  an  act  (S.  No.  208) 
making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  McGregor 
to  some  point  on  the  Missouri  river,  and  certain 
collateral  roads,  to  connect  with  the  railroads  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  taken  up, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REGISTER  TO  A  VESSEL. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  an 
act  (S,  No,  249)  to  authorize  the  issuing  a  register 
to  the  steam  vessel  John  Martin, 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  taken  up 
and  read  in  extenso. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time;  and 
it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed; 
and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 

Mr.  WINFIELD,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  confirm  certain  private  land  claims  in  the  Tei-- 
ritory  of  New  Mexico;"  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WINFIELD  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  V/ASHI3URNE,  of  Illinois.  I  present 
a  letter  from  the  surveyor  general  of  Now  Mexico, 
to  go  upon  the  records,  in  full  explanation  of  this 
matter,  so  that  anybody  may  see  the  {ground 
upon  which  this  mailer  is  based. 
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April  21, 


The  letter  is  as  follows:* 

Washington  City,  .^pril  21,  1864. 

Dear  Sir:  I  dcsiri;  to  call  your  aKPiition  to  a  bill  to 
aiiiciiil  an  act  ci\tilled  "An  act  lo  ODiitiriii  certain  privatfi 
land  claims  in  tin;  Territory  of  New  Ulrxico,"  introdncpil 
liytlic  Delegate  iVoin  New  :Mcj:ico,  and  now  [tending  be- 
lorc  Congress. 

'J'lic  bill  [irovides  for  rtlocaiiiif;  one  fifth  of  a  certain 
private  land  claim  in  New  Mexico,  coniirmed  by  act  of 
L'oniress  approved  June  -21,  18G0,  (s(x'  Statute?  at  Large, 
voluinc  12,  pase  73,)  to  (lie  lieirs  of  Luis  INIaria  Haca. 

As  will  be  seen  l)y  reference  to  tlie  act  of  June  21, 
1S60,  the  lieirs  of  Baca  were  autlKuized  to  locate,  in 
tquare  bodies  not  exceeding  five  in  tiuniber,  on  any  of  the 
public  lands  of  New  Mexico,  "  vacant  and  not  mineral," 
tlic  same  amount  of  land  as  is  embraced  in  the  Los  Vegas 
grant.  Upon  a  survey  of  llie  Los  Vegas  grant  it  was  found 
to  contain  496,416. 96  acres  of  land.  Each  of  the  five  bod- 
ies of  land  authorized  by  the  act  to  be  located  by  the  lieirs 
of  Baca,  therefore,  contain  99,2S9.;i9  acres.  Four  of  the 
"sijuare  bodies"  have  been  located  and  the  location  ap- 
proved by  tiie  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico  and  by 
the  Conimissioiier  of  the  General  Land  Office.  The  re- 
maining one  fifth  was  also,  on  the  21st  June,  1863,  located 
on  the  Pecos  river,  above  and  adjoining  the  military  re- 
.siMve  of  Tort  Suinuer.  This  last  location  was  not  aji- 
proved  at  llie  time,  and  no  official  action  has  been  had 
ii|inii  it  since. 

lUirin?  the  winter  of  1862-63 General  Carletoii  gathered 
at  Kort  Sumner  over  four  hundred  Apache  Indians,  with 
H  lioni  we  were  at  war,  and  initiated  the  policy  (now 
approved  by  all  the  Departments  here)  of  settling  the 
Indians  of  New  Mexico  upon  reserves;  and  afterwards,  in 
January,  1864,  upim  the  recoinniendation  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  .affairs  of  New  Mexico,  the  Cnininis- 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
the  ['resident  ordered  thai  a  reserve  forty  miles  square, 
Willi  Fort  Sumner  as  its  center,  should  be  made  for  the 
Apiiche  Indians.  It  has  since  been  diterniined  to  settle 
the  Navajos  also  upon  this  reserve,  and  over  five  thou- 
sand Indians  are  now  settled  there. 

liy  reference  to  the  inclosed  map  of  New  Mexico,  you 
will  see  that  the  Indian  reserve  covers  the  fifth  location 
mad  ■  by  the  lieirs  of  Baca  as  above;  but  to  disembarrass 
the  Government  the  lieirs  have  signified  (llirough  their 
attorney.  Judge  Watts,)  their  willingness  to  remove  this 
location,  provided  they  shall  be  authorized  to  relocate  the 
.^aiiK;  under  llie  same  conditions,  except  as  to  time,  pro- 
vided in  the  original  act  of  confirmation.  Tile  act  now  be- 
fore Congress  as  above,  authorizes  this  change  of  location, 
and  givi!s  them  until  21st  June,  1865,  to  make  their  new 
selection.  'J'his  is  little  time  enough, C(msidering  that  itis 
unsafe  now  to  move  outside  of  ilie  settlements  in  New 
Mexico  witlioutmilitary  protection.  The  justice  and  neces- 
sily  of  the  act  can,  I  think,  but  coininend  itself  to  your 
favorable  consideration. 

The  Navajo  tribe  of  Indians,  forwliom  witli  the  Apaches 
the  reserve  on  the  Pecos  is  made,  have  consented  to  leave 
tliciroouiury  west  of  the  p.io  Grande,  and  remove  with 
their  (locks  and  herds  to  the  Pecos.  Already  several  thou- 
sands or  them  have  reached  their  new  home.  'I'he  people 
of  New  .Mexico  are  hopefully  looking  forward  to  the  day 
wlieii  they  shall  have  peace  tliiougliout  their  territory,  a 
coiidiiion  of  things  not  often  nor  for  long  periods  enjoycul 
by  that  people.  There  seems  to  be  nothing  in  the  vvay  of 
the  permanent  settlement  of  the  Indians  but  this  private 
claim,  and  the  passage  of  the  act  in  question  will  remove 
thai  obstacle.  The  Indians' cannotbe  removed  to  any  point 
lower  down  on  the  Pecos,  because  there  isnotinoncbody, 
at  any  point  below  Fort  Sumner,  sullicieiil  arable  land  for 
their  use,  and  they  cannot  be  moved  up  the  river  without 
liilfrferiug  with  the  settlements. 

I  am,  very  truly  and  respectl'ully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  CLAIIK. 
Iln.v.  R.  15.  Washbdrne. 

SHIP  CANAL  IN  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  WHEELER,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
.sin  a  donation  of  public,  land  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship  canal  at  the  head  of  .Siuigeon 
bay,  in  the  county  of  Door,  in  said  State,  and 
Backwater,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  so 
as  to  connect  the  waters  of  Green  bay  with  Lake 
Michigan,  in  said  Stale;  which  was  read  a  first 
mid  secontl  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands, 

INDIAN  HKFUGEKS. 

Ml*.  WINDOM.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
take  from  the  Speaker's  table  an  act  (S.  No.  198) 
to  aid  the  Indian  refugees  to  return  to  their  homes 
in  the  Indian  territory. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  taken 
up,  j-ead  a  first  and  second  time,  and  rcfeireil  to 
tlie  ComiTiittee  on  Indian  Afluirs. 

PAY  TO  CERTAIN  0FFICKU8,  KTO. 

iVlr.  BLA  IR,  of  West  Virginia,  i>y  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  the  following  resolution; 
which  WM.s  read,  considered,  and  agrer'd  lo: 

Ilcmtvcd,  That  the  Committee  on  MiliUiry  Afliiirs  inquire 
Into  tin-  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  paying  the  oIHcits 
and  soldii;rs  wlio  have  been  In  tlio  actual  service  of  ihe 
United  Slates,  but  who  have  never  been  mustered  iiitoliie 
servici'. 

J.ANlJl.OltD  AND  TKNANT  IN   THK  DI3TKICT. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  unnnimouH  con- 
seiil  lo  lake  from  the  Sfieaker's  tal)le  an  act  (S. 
No.  13o)  lo  regulate  proceedings  in  cases  between 
landlords  unU  teimiita  in  the  District  of  Golunnbia. 


No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  taken 
up,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred   to 
the  Committee  for  the  Di.strict  of  Columbia. 
INDIAN  BESKRVATIONS  IN  UTAH. 

INIr.BOYD.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  Intake 
from  the  table  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  220)  with  Senate 
ameiulments  thereto,  to  vacate  the  sale  of  the  pres- 
ent rTidian  reservations  in  Utah  Territory,  and  to 
settle  the  Indians  of  said  Territory  in  the  United 
States. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments were  taken  up,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

DISPOSITION  OF  CONVICTS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  the 
bill  of  the  Senate  (No.  172)  concerning  the  dis- 
position of  convicts  in  courts  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  subsisting  of  persons  confined  in  jail 
charged  with  violating  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  diminishing  the  expenses  in  re- 
lation thereto. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  taken 
from  the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

WASHINGTON  MASONIC  HALL. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  ilie  House  to  tuko  from  the  Speaker's 
table  bill  of  the  Senate  No.  130,  for  a  chai'ier  of 
Masonic  Hall  Association  in  Washington  city, 
District  of  Columbia,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
it  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  WASHBtJRNE, of  Illinois.  Thatseems 
to  be  an  incorporation  bill,  and  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  A  precisely  similar  bill 
has  been  before  that  committee  and  we  have  agreed 
to  report  it. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  This  is  really  the 
same  bill,  and  it  has  passed  the  Senate. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  taken 
from  the  Speaker's  table,  received  its  several 
readings,  and  was  passed. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also 
moved  lo  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COX.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  offer  a  resolution. 

Mr.  JENCKES.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

SHIP  CANAL  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  regular  order 
of  business  was  the  consideration  of  bill  of  the 
House  No.  322,  to  construct  a  ship  canal  for  the 
passage  of  armed  and  naval  vessels  from  the 
Mississippi  river  to  Lake  Michigan  ,  and  for  other 
purposes,  which  was  postponed  until  this  evening, 
and  upon  which  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Arnold]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Unless  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  desires  to  make  soine  reniarks  lask  him 
to  yield  to  me. 

IVIr.  ARNOLD.     1  will  yield  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  COX.  Icall  for  the  regular  orderof  busi- 
ness. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  is  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

Mr.  COX.  Then  I  object  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  yielding  the  floor,  unless  he  yields  it  un- 
conditionally. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.     I  will  yield  unconditionally. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  do  not  desire 
to  interfere  with  the  management  of  this  bill  by 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  who  has  reported  it, 
and  who  i.s,  I  know,  deeply  inteicsied  in  the  ac- 
tion of  the  [louse  ujjon  the  bill.  I  recognize  it 
as  a  bill  of  great  importance — of  great  importance 
as  well  to  the  interests  which  the  gentleman  rej)- 
rescnls  as  lo  tlie  iiiteresis  of  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. l)Ul  it  is  a  bill  that  requires  iTioro  considera- 
tion, I  think,  than  the  time  of  the  House  and  its 
business  will  justify  our  giving  toil  at  this  time. 
it  requires  more  on  account  of  the  large  demand 
which  it  necessarily  must  make  upon  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  Slates,  iis  well  as  the  vast  in- 
terests lo  be  afl'ecud  liy  the  project  wliich  it  con- 
templates carrying  out.  And,  sir,  in  all  good 
faith,  a.s  n  friend  of  the  measure,  if  the  grenllemon 


;  from  Illinois  will  not  deem  me  as  intruding,  1  de- 
I  sire  to  move  a  postponement  of  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  to  the  second  Tuesday  in 
December  next,  immediately  ufier  the  morning 
hour.  I  do  not  do  it  in  any  hostility  to  the  meas- 
ure. Ido  it  as  a  friend,  because  1  believe  that  that 
will  be  a  more  favorable  lime  for  the  consideration 
of  a  measure  of  this  magnitude  and  importance 
than  it  is  possible  for  us  now,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  give  to  it.  I  will  make);l.hat  motion, if 
he  has  no  objection. 

M  r.  ARNOLD.  Mr.  Speaker,  recognizing  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  as 
an  earncstand  sincere  friend  of  ihisgreat  measure, 
having  consulted  various  friends  of  i'.  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  having  conferred  with  the 
delegation  from  Illinois,  1  am  compelled  very 
reluctantly,  in  view  of  the  feeling  in  the  House 
arising  from  the  present  condition  of  our  national 
finances,  to  abstain  from  ofiTering  any  opposition 
to  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, although  in  my  judgment  the  passage 
of  this  bill  would  have  done  more  lo  promote  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  to  hold  the  Union 
firmly  together,  and  increase-the  amount  of  tax- 
able properly,  than  any  other  measure  brought 
before  Congress.  Yet,  after  full  consultation  with 
the  friends  of  the  measure,  I  find  their  judgment 
so  unanimously  in  favor  of  postponement,  that  I 
feel  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  press  it  to  a  vote 
now.  ^ 

Sir,  there  is  not  an  acre  of  land  West  of  Lake 
Michigan  and  in  all  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
which  would  not  be  enhanced  in  value  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  While  the  construction  of  this 
proposed  work  would  liave  raised  the  price  of 
every  bushel  of  wheat  and  corn  to  the  western 
farmer,  it  would  have  reduced  the  price  of  every 
loaf  of  bread  consumed  at  the  East.  It  would 
have  saved  rnore  than  its  cost  in  the  expenses  of 
transportation  in  a  single  year.  It  is  most  em- 
phatically a  commercial,  military,  and  political 
necessity.  It  is  temporarily  deferred  in  conse- 
quence of  great  financial  difficulty  and  pressure, 
not  abandoned.  In  the  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent, "This  great  work  will  ere  long  force  its 
own  way." 

I  trust  this  Congress  may  yet  have  the  honor 
and  the  credit  of  passing  ihis  bill.  I  trust  that 
before  the  next  session  there  may  be  such  a  res- 
toration of  the  public  credit  and  confidence  as 
will  justify  the  friends  of  this  bill  in  pressing  its 
passage,  and  which  will  secure  for  it  a  majority 
of  this  Congress, 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  move  the  previous  question 
on  the  million  to  postpone. 

Mr.  COX.  Is  u  in  order  lo  move  to  postpone 
it  indefiniii'ly  .' 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  pending  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WASHRURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  will  not  insist  on  thai  mo- 
lion. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  insist  on  the  motion.  The 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Arnold]  has  yielded 
lo  the  stabbing  of  his  own  bill,  and  I  ihink  we  may 
as  well  finish  its  death  at  once. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Dawes]  has  moved  to  postpone 
the  bill  till  the  second  I'uesday  in  December. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.     That  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  wiiluliaw  the  motion  for  a  moment. 

JVIr.  COX.     Certainly. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  withdraw  the  demand  lor  the  pre- 
vious question? 

Mr.  DAWES.     1  will  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  STUART.  1  will  renew  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  .i  merely  wish  to  say  that 
the  Illinois  delegation  has  had  u  consultation  to- 
day, and  looking  at  the  financial  condition  of  the 
country  and  the  relations  which  this  bill  bears  lo 
the  country,  we  have  all  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  advisable  lo  have  it  postponed.  In  this 
we  all  concur  with  the  gentleman  representing  the 
Chicago  district,  [Mr.  Arnold.]  That  is  all  I 
wish  to  say.  1  now  renew  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  till! j>OHtponement. 

Mr.  COX.  I  renew  my  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table;  und  on  that  I  cull  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 
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The  question  was  taken;  and  the  House  re- 
fused to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  its  operation 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Dawes  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed  till  the  second  Tues- 
day in  December  next. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  postponed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  OP  IMMIGRATION. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  next  business 
in  order  was  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.R. 
No.  411)  to  encourage  immigration. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolveitself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  thestateof  the  Union, 
on  an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  withdraw 
that  motion,  and  let  us  pass  this  immigration  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Certainly.  I  withdraw  the 
motion. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  autjiorizes  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Commissioner  of  Immigration,  to  be 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  State, 
and  to  hold  his  office  for  four  years.  It  provides 
that  all  contracts  that  shall  be  made  by  emigrants 
to  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries,  in  con- 
formity to  regulations  that  may  be  established 
by  the  Commissioner,  whereby  emigrants  shall 
pledge  the  wages  of  their  labor  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding twelve  months,  to  repay  the  expenses  of 
their  emigration,  shall  be  held  to  be  valid  in  law, 
and  may  be  enforced  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  several  States  and  Territories, 
and  such  advances,  if  so  stipulated  in  the  contract, 
and  the  contract  be  recorded  in  the  recorder's 
office  in  the  county  where  the  emigrant  shall  settle, 
shall  operate  as  a  lien  upon  any  land  thereafter 
acquired  by  theemigrant,  whetherundcrthchome- 
stead  law  when  the  title  is  consummated,  or  on 
property  otherwise  acquired,  until  liquidated  by 
the  emigrant;  but  nothing  therein  contained  shall 
be  deemed  to  authorize  any  contract  contravening 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  or  creating 
in  any  way  the  relation  of  slavery  or  servitude. 
It  also  autliorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  to  reduce 
the  tonnage  duties  on  vessels  which  shall  bring 
in  emigrants,  &c. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  bill  was 
piassed. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed; 
and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

The  House  proceeded,  as  the  next  business  in 
order,  to  the  call  of  committees  for  reports,  com- 
mencing with  the  selectcommittee  on  the  Pacific 
railroad. 

Mr.  PRICE,  from  the  selectcommittee  on  the 
Pacific  railroad,  reported  back  a  bill  (FJ.R.No. 
190)  to  amend  section  fourteen  of  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and 
telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pa- 
cific ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the  Government  the 
use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  other 
purposes,"  a[)[)rove(l  July  1,  lH62. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  (irovides  that  so  much 
of  section  fourteen  of  the  actas  relates  to  a  branch 
from  Sioux  City  shall  be  amended  so  as  to  pro- 
vide that  whenever  a  line  of  railroad  shall  be  com- 
pleted through  the  State  of  Iowa,  or  of  Minnesota, 
to  Sioux  City,  such  company  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  designate  or  approve  shall 
conetruct  and  operate  a  line  of  raihond  and  tele- 
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graph  from  Sioux  City  on  the  most  direct  and 
practicable  route  to  such  a  point  of  union  as  to 
connect  with  the  Iowa  branch  of  the  Union  Pa- 
cific railroad  from  Omaha  as  such  company  may 
select  on  the  same  conditions  and  terms  as  ap- 
proved in  the  act  referred  to. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time — 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Has  the  bill  been  printed? 

Mr.  PRICE.  It  has  nolbeen.  Itmerely  pro- 
vides for  a  branch  road. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  what  quantity  of  land  this  bill  grants. 

Mr.  PRICE.  Only  the  same  proportion  as  is 
granted  to  the  Union  Pacific  road. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     How  much  is  that.? 

Mr.  PRICE.  It  depends  on  the  length  of  the 
road. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  understand  that  the 
amount  depends  upon  the  length  of  the  road,  of 
course;  but  1  want  to  understand  how  much  land 
the  gentleman's  bill  will  absorb. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  that 
there  is  provision  in  tlie  law  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress  that  when  the  railroad  has 
been  built  to  Sioux  City,  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company  may  then  build  a  road  to  connect 
with  it,  and  giving  them  the  alternate  sections  of 
land.  This  bill  merely  provides  that  another 
company  may  build  the  road  when  they  please, 
making  the  same  grant  of  land  precisely. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  suggest  that  the  gentle- 
man had  better  have  the  bill  postponed  and  printed. 

Mr.  PRICE.  If  thereisany  objection,  ofcourse 
it  will  be  postponed. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Iowa 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  printed 
and  recommitted. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  When  will  it  come  up 
again? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  committee  will  be  again 
called  in  the  morning  hour  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  think  that  is  too  short 
a  time. 

Mr.  PRICE.  Let  it  be  postponed,  then,  for  a 
week. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Would  it  not  he  better  to 
let  it  follow  the  course  of  the  ship  canal  and  be 
deferred  until  the  second  Tuesday  in  December 
next,  after  the  morning  hour?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  he  move  to  postpone  the  bill  until  a 
week  from  to-day. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  give  at  least  two  weeks. 

Mr.  PRICE.  Very  well.  I  modify  my  mo- 
tion, then,  so  as  to  postpone  the  bill  until  two 
weeks  from  to-day,  after  the  morning  hour,  and 
that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  postponed;  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsideroii  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PENNSYLVANIA  WAR  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  an  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  WILSON.  What  bill  does  the  gentle- 
mati  propose  to  take  up? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I'he  bill  we  had  under  con- 
sideration at  the  early  part  of  the  session,  to  pay 
the  expenses  incurrid  by  Pennsylvania  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rebel  invasion. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  the  gentleman  had 
better  allow  ua  to  do  some  other  business  this 
evening, 

Mr,  STEVENS,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection to  disposing  of  this  bill  now.  It  has  been 
pending  for  two  or  three  months. 


Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  permit  me,  1  will  move  to  postpone 
the  bill  until  the  second  Tuesday  in  December 
next,  after  the  morning  hour.   [Laughter.] 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  have  no  doubt  the  gentle- 
man would  prefer  to  postpone  it  forever. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Oh,  no;  not 
as  long  as  that. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  ask  for  the  vote  upon  my 
motion. 

The  House  divided  upon  the  motion;  and  there 
were — ayes  54,  non.s  40. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  oi-dered. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  demanded  the  yeasand 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decidedin 
the  affirmative — yeas  64,  nays  41;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  JiirnosC.  Allen,  Aiicona.  D:i\rcr,  Jacob 
B.  niair,  Boyd,  BiooMiall,  VVilliaai  G.  Brown,  Aiiilirose  W. 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison,  DoiuiolU',  Eden, 
Eldridge,  Fenton,  Finck,  Clliarles  M.  Harris,  Ka'ibfliusch, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kcllofrg,  King,  Knap|),  Lazear,  Loan, 
Long,  Marcy,  Marvin,  McAllister,  McCUirg,  McDowell, 
Mckinney,  Middlcton,  William  II.  Miller.  Moorbcad,  Mor- 
rill, James R.  Morris,  AiuosMycrs, Leonard  Myers,  Cbark^s 
O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pravn,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
William  U.  Randal),  Edward  H.' Rollins,  Scofield,  Scott, 
Sliannon,  Smithers,  William  G.  Steele,  Stevens,  Stiles, 
Stuart,  Tliomas,  Tracy,  Voorliees,  Webster,  Cliiltoii  A. 
Wliite,  Joseph  W.  Wliite,Willi;img,  Wilder,  Windom,and 
Fernando  Wood — 64. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames, -Arnold,  Asliley,  Au- 
gustus 0.  Baldwin,  lieaman,  Boutwell,  Clay,  Cole, Dawes, 
Dixon,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Farnswortli,  Ganson,  Grinnell, 
I-Iighy,  Holman,  Hotchkiss,  Asabel  W.  Hubbard,  Jobn  H. 
Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Kasson,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kernau, 
Longyear,  Mclndoe,  Daniel  Morris,  Norton,  Odell,  Per- 
liam,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Jolm  H.  Rice,  Sloan,  Upson,  Eliliu 
B.  Wasbburne,  William  ti.  Wasliburn,  Wheeler,  Wilson, 
and  Woodbridge— 41. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

During  the  call  of" the  roll, 

Mr.  BROOM  ALL  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Baii.y,  was  away  from  the  House  sick. 

Mr.  DAWES  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Baldwin,  was  detained  from  the  House  in  con- 
sequence of  sickness.   • 

BANKRUPT    LAW. 

Mr.  JENCKES,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  select  committee  on  the  bankrupt  law,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  JENCKES  asked  that  it  be  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  the  4th  of  May  next. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  JENCKES  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JENCKES  moved  that  five  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  bill  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form. 

The  motion,  under  the  rules,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

PENNSYLVANIA  WAR  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Pomeroy  in  the  chair,")  and  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  House  bill  No.  117,  to  reimburse 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  expenses  in  calling 
out  the  militia  of  said  State  during  the  recent  in- 
vasion. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  pending  amend- 
ment, moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Cox,]  to  be  as  follows: 

And  that  whenever  the  expenses  in  ealling  out  the  mili- 
tia oi'ntbcr  Statc;s  ejlher  to  re|)el  hiViision  or  sn|ipri'--s  the  re- 
bellion, shall  have  been  anihtnl  by  llu'  propi'r  Deparlment, 
the  sum  ascertained  to  be  due.  not  exceeding  ,>'U),OU0,00(), 
bi!,  and  the  same,  is  hi!rel)y,approprialial  out  ol'any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap|Mopriated. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  think  there  were 
two  amendments  pi^inling.  1  submitted  an  amend- 
ment to  incUuie  New  York,  luul  one  was  moved 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Rog- 
ers,] to  include  his  State.  I  think  that  theamend- 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  made  sub- 
sequently. 
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Mr  COX.  1  can  explain  thut.  Tin'  i:;uiule- 
uiaiifroni  New  Yoik  suggested  an  anieiidment  to 
iricludo  his  Slate,  and  the  fpiilli^inan  from  New 
Jersey  iinollicr  to  include  liis  Slate,  and  then  I 
submitied  a  general  proposition  to  inolude  all  of 
the  Sti'tes  which  have  troops  in  liie  iicld. 

Now,  sir,  I  propose  to  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment, and  Rubstiiuie  for  it  the  following  drawn 
by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Pekdleton:] 

'l'li:it  tr.  ilclriiy  the  rxppjisos  in  Ihc  lai.-iiif;,  i-quipping, 
traiispurtaliiiM,  niid  >iilisistciii-r  ol' ininuIeiin-M,  iiiilitiii  ;\ii(l 
volunteer^  in  l^•nn^yivania,  jMarylaml,  (!!iio.  IpidiiViia, 
Keiiliielcv,  .Mi?Miiiri,  Inwa.  and  Illinois,  to  repel  ri'litl 
raid-.  Ilii-  >nn)  <il'  .'S 1 0,000,1100  be,  and  lliu  same  is  liercliy, 
appmprialrd  out  ol  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otlier- 
wise  appropriatrd  ;  ^aiil  expense*  to  he  scUIrd  u|)On  proper 
vouchers  to  he  lile<l  and  passrd  npon  by  tlie  proper  ac- 
counting ollicers  of  tliu  Treas\iry  :  ProL-iiSed,  'J'hat  in  dc- 
tPrminim;  claims  to  lie  allowed  under  this  act,  the  same 
principlis,  rules,  and  regulations  shall  be  observed  by  the 
accountinL'  otlieers  in  auditing  said  expenses  as  have  been 
applied  lo  ilie  claims  allowed  to  ihe  States  under  the  act 
approved  July  127,  1S61,  entitled  "An  act  to  indiMnnil'y  the 
Slates  lor  cxpi'nsi.'S  incurred  by  tlicm  in  delcnse  of  the 
United  Stales.-' 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  move  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Thai  ihi>  (inartirmaster  General  be  directed  lo  settle  and 
adjust  lliK  claims  «\'  Ihc  city  of  IJallimore,  lor  money  o.\- 
pendrd  node  r  til"  direction  of  !\Iajor  General  Schenck  in 
constructing  lorlificalicnis  around  the  city  in  the  year  1863, 
and  to  pay  the  amount  so  ascertained  out  of  any  money  in 
Uie  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  Stale  of  Maryland  were  in- 
cluded among  ihootlier  Stales  would  ihat  not  in- 
clude the  city  of  Dalliniore .> 

Mr.  DAVIS,  oi"  Maryland.  The  money  was 
paid  by  the  city  of  liahinioro,  and  not  by  the 
Slate  of  MaryLind.  The  works  were-  thrown  up 
in  great  haste,  and  hnudred.s  and  tliDiisands  of 
men  were  impressed  upon  them.  It  is  a  just 
claim. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  There  is  a  bill  be- 
fore the  House  which  would  include  the  city  of 
Baltimnre.  Tiie  city  of  New  York  has  expended 
$3,000,000  for  the  outfit  and  equipment  of  troops, 
and  if  jialiimorc  comes  in  here,  1  shall  ask  to  in- 
clude New  York  city. 

Mr.  COX.  I  accrpt  theamendment  of  thegen- 
tleriian  from  Maryland,  and  the  aitiendinent  of 
the  gi.'ntleman  iVom  New  Y(»rk. 

Mr.  liUOWN,  of  West  Virginia.  Was  the 
StaK'  of  West  Virginia  omitted  by  mistake.' 

Mr.  COX.  It  was  not  left  out  intentionally, 
although  1  do  not  regard  her  as  a  State  in  full 
commniiiitn. 

Mr.  BllOWN,  of  West  Virginia.  Will  you 
inchide  that  State  in  your  amendment.' 

Mr.  COX.  1  will.  My  object  is  to  insert  a 
provision  for  all  these  debts  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter from  States,  cities,  and  towns. 

Mr.  FAHNSVVORTLl.  1  ask  the  gentleman  to 
include!  pay  fnv  iIk;  damages  sustained  in  thecity 
of  New  York  iind  Coles  county,  Illinois,  by  the 
coppei  head  riots. 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  gentleman  has  investigated 
the  subject  at  all,  ho  must  know  the  fact  is  not  as 
he  states  it.  in  Illinois  tin;  trouble  was  on  his 
side;  and  ihat  side  of  the  House  is  responsible 
for  the  troubles  in  New  York  city  by]x\ssing  the 
consci  iplion  act. 

Mr.  lvl-:LLOGG,of  Michigan.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman to  include  Michigan. 

The  nmiiidment  was  reported  as  modified. 

,\'lr.  WILDEll.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  include 
Kansas. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  Willthegen- 
tletnan  froin  Ohio  give  way  n  moment.' 

Mr.  COX.      I  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  move  to  in- 
sert Michigan  in  the  list  of  Stales. 

Mr.  COX.      I  accept  that. 

Mr.  (SANSON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  IJOLMAN.  I  rif:e  to  a  point  of  order. 
It  is  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  is 
entitled  lo  I  Ik;  floor  for  an  hour,  and  thut  this  sub- 
ject cannot  be  reptn-led  to  the  House  until  all  the 
ainenilments  gentlemen  desire  to  offer  have  been 
offered  and  considired. 

Tin-  ClIAIIl.VIAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
hi\n  yiildi  d  the  floor,  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  Yr)rk  la  now  upon  the  floor. 

IVIr.  G,\  .N.SO.V.  I  move  llie  following  jiroviso 
ns  nn  amendment : 

Pr';ii-/frf,  Tluil  llie  expenses  of  none  of  the  in)litinof  any 
State  nhalltje  paid  inider  this  act  who  refused  to  be  inus 
icrcd  into  the  Hcrvlce  of  the  United  .StalCH. 

Mr   STEVENS  obtained  the  floor. 


Mr.  COX.  If  the  gentleman  will  permit  me, 
I  desire  to  modify  my  umcndmeiit  by  inserting 
the  State  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  Kansas  having  been  in- 
serted, 1  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  have  "  Brook- 
1  v'u"  inserted. 

'The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  the  floor,  and  such  a  motion  would 
not  be  in  order  now. 

Mr.  COX.     1  agree  to  that. 
The    CHAIllMAN.      The   gentleman   from 
Pennsylvania  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  had  hoped  that  by  this 
tiiiie  the  claim  which  is  now  presented  to  the 
House  would  have  received  a  fair,  honest,  and 
candid  consideration.  When  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  offered  his  amendment  I  thought 
it  was  in  good  faith  for  the  purpose  of  including 
cases  of  tlic  same  kind.  Before  he  got  through 
I  was  satisfied  it  was  done  to  destroy  the  bill;  and 
the  friends  of  the  bill  must  therefore  vote  against 
the  ami-ndmeut  as  it  is  now  modifi-ed.  Some  of 
the  most  absurd  jiropositions  are  contained  in  that 
amendment,  not  the  least  of  which  comes  from  a 
f|uarler  Idiil  not  expect — from  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  pay  for  the  fortifications  there — a  matter 
wholly  distinct  from  the  bill.  Another  comes 
from  a  quarter  which,  perhaps,  i  liad  a  right  to 
expect  it  would  come  from — from  New  York — 
and  it  includes  that  which  was  expended  forlocal 
bounties  and  local  operations,  which  I  under- 
stood tlie  gentleman  to  say  the  other  day  was 
about  five  million  dollars. 

Sir,  Petuisylvania  has  expended  her  millions 
in  that  same  way;  but  she  does  not  come  here  to 
ask  it  to  be  paid.  She  comes  here  only  to  ask 
tliat  which  has  been  granted  to  every  other  State 
of  this  Union,  and  which,  if  refused,  will  be  re- 
fused for  the  first  time,  to  paj'  soldiers  called 
out  in  defense  of  the  Union.  At  the  time  of  the 
invasion  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  the 
President  called  for  some  sixty  thousand  militia. 
The  State  of  New  York,  through  her  Governor, 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  through  her  Governor, 
and  the  State  ofPennsylvania,  llirough  her  Gov- 
ernor, called  for  troo})s  to  make  up  that  requisi- 
tion. There  were  some  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
from  Pennsylvania  who  answered.  A  consid- 
erable number  from  New  Yoik  answered,  and 
some  came  promptly  from  Nev/  Jersey. 

When  this  bill  was  first  before  ilie  House,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Administration,  it  was 
objected  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that 
it  was  premature,  that  it  was  trying  to  get  ahead 
of  other  Slates,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  con- 
sidered until  New  York  and  New  Jersey  settled 
their  accounts. 

The  bill  was  postponed  in  deference  to  that 
opinion.  A  letter  was  immediately  written  by  a 
gentleman  from  New  Yoik  to  the  Governor  of 
that  State  to  .'jend  on  the  account.  In  reply  he 
received  a  letter,  which  I  suppose  his  colleague 
has  seen,  stating  that  their  troops  had  all  been 
paid.  It  was  also  ascertained  that  the  troop.s  of 
New  Jersey  had  been  paid.  In  other  words,  be- 
fore they  Ivere  mustered  out,  the  Department  here 
having  at  its  command  a  certain  amount  of  funds, 
went  on  and  paid  the  New  York  militia  to  the  last 
dollar,  and  paid  the  New  Jersey  militia  within  per- 
haps a  few  hundred  dollars;  but  as  the  Treasury 
had  not  funds  enough  to  pay  all  the  Stales  en- 
gaged in  thatoperation,theyasked  theGovernorof 
Pennsylvania  to  negotiatcaloan  to  pay  them,  and 
that  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War  would 
at  the  first  opportunity  after  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress communicate  to  this  House  a  message  ask- 
ing them  to  make  an  appropriation  to  jiayinlike 
manner  the  Pennsylvania  militia.  The  Governor 
and  his  agent  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  there 
negotiated  with  the  moneyed  institutions  of  that 
city  and  with  one  or  two  in  the  country,  and 
raised  between  six  and  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  jiayable  as  soon  as  it  could  be  raised  in 
this  way.  1'hose  institutions  advanced  the  money, 
and  the  troo|)s  of  Pennsylvania  were  paid  by  it 
and  mustered  out  of  the  service. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  why  the  troops  of 
Pennsylvania  were  not  paid  at  the  same  time  the 
troopN  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  were  paid.' 
Mr.  S  riOVENS.  H.'cunse  the  fund  wa<  not  in 
lli(!  Treasury,  as  llie  Secretary  of  War  declared. 
Mr.  GANSON.  I  have  understood  that  the 
reu.ion  was  I  hat  tlipy  were  not  inu.slered  into  the 


service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  refused 
to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  There  is  no  word  of  truth 
in  that. 

Mr.  GANSON.  The  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  so  reported  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
that  I  introduced  into  the  House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  That  they  refused  to  be  mus- 


tered in.' 
Mr.  GANSON. 


That  they  were  not  mustered 


Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  know  what  the  pre- 
cise forms  are  in  such  cases.  I  know  that  they 
were  all  under  the  command  of  officers  of  the*" 
Army  of  the  United  States;  that  ilicy  were  at 
Hagerstown  under  the  command  of  a  general  of 
the  United  States,  and  some  of  them  were  in  act- 
ive service.  My  gallant  colleague  from  Phila- 
delphia [Mr.  Randall]  was  there.  I  saw  him 
there  myi^lf  just  bel'orethe  engagement.  There 
was  a  horse  troop  there  from  Philadelphia  who 
were  engaged  in  that  very  engagement  whether 
they  were  formally  mustered  into  the  service  or 
not. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  am  prepared  to  say  they 
were  not. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  T  do  not  know  that  that 
makes  any  difference  if  they  came  out  in  answer 
to  the  call  of  the  President  and  were  under  the 
command  of  the  President's  officers.  It  is  not 
true,  as  some  gentlemen  have  said  here,  that  llicy 
refused  to  act.  But  whether  they  were  (viHcially 
mustered  into  the  service  or  not,  why  is  it  that 
they  are  not  to  be  paid  as  well  as  other  troops? 
The  troops  from  New  York  were  paid.  The 
troops  from  New  Jersey  were  paid.  I  ask  to 
have  read  the  paper  which  I  send  lo  the  Clerk's 
desk. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

War  Depahtment, 
Washington  Gitv,  January  4,  18G4. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  this  day  received  rciurns  of 
the  amounts  required  for  the  payment  of  the  militia  called 
outforth(!  defense  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  on  ihe96l!i 
of  June,  1863,  against  the  invasion  by  the  rebel  forces 
under  commami  of  General  Lee.  'I'here  being  no  appro- 
priation out  of  which  Ihcsi!  payments  could  bo  made  at 
the  time  iliey  were  required,  patriotic  citizens  of  I'liila 
delpliia  advanced  the  money,  and  it  is  proper  lliat  tiny 
should  be  reiniburseil  without  delay.  I  wcmid  respcetfiillj 
recommend,  therefore,  that  an  immediate  appropriation 
for  that  purpose  be  made.  A  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  Sec- 
oirj  Auditor  ry(  the  Treasury  is  herewith  communicated, 
showing  the  amount  of  claims  audited  by  hiei  to  be 
$671,476  43  up  to  date.  It  is  supposed  that  §700,000  will 
cover  the  whole  amount  of  these  claims. 

I  have  Ihe  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Thaddeus  Stevens,  Chairman  Commiltee  IFays  and 

Means, 

Mr.  STILES.  I  suggest  to  my  colleague  that 
he  have  the  letter  of  the  Second  Auditor  read  at 
the  same  time. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  was  read  when  this  bill 
was  last  liefore  the  Plouse,  and  is  now  on  file. 

Mr.  STILES.  I  propose  to  have  it  read  now 
ft)r  the  information  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  yield  for  tliat  purpose. 

The  Clerk  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

Treasury  Department, 
Second  Auditor's  Office,  January  4,  1864. 

Sir:  Itespectingtlic  claim  of  the  State  of  I'eniisylvania, 
amounting  lo  $671,476  43,  for  payments  made  lo  the  militia 
called  out  under  the  proclamaiion  of  the  Governor  of  that 
Stale,  dated  June  '26,  1863,  1  have  the  honor  lo  state  that 
the  rolls  and  vouchers  for  said  payments  have  been  ad- 
ministratively examined  in  this  office  and  found  in  the 
main  correct.  JJrrors  and  disci<'pancic»  amounting  to  say 
$2,y00have  been  discovered,  consisting  principally  of  cases 
. where  the  internal  revenue  la.\  is  not  deducted,  or  when 
deducted  not  accounted  for. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  I).  i'UCNCII, 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  SccoiuI  Jiudilor. 

Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  There  was  some  difliculty 
in  Philadel|ihiain  raising  the  money,  lest  it  should 
not  have  been  properly  indorsed  by  the  Depart- 
ment. Mr.  Fiy,  who  at  that  time  was  acting  as 
chairman  of  the  Union  League,  wrote  on  to  know 
whether  if  this  money  was  rai.sed  it  would  be  re- 
funded. 1  ask  to  have  the  answer  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  read. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Wasiiinoton,  ./k/i/QI,  1863. 
J.  11.  Fry,  Chairman  Union  Lcasiw,  I'hiladelpkfa: 

All  that  Is  necessary  i.s  that  tin;  Governor  of  PcnnsylTn- 
nln  Hhoiild  soc  Ihat  llic  company  pay  rolln  are  properly 
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n):idR  out  and  ccrlifii'ii.  Tliis  bciiii;  done,  tlio  ainountdun 
is  readily  asccrUuiiL'd,  niid  ciui  ^  puid  ;  and  llie  piiy-rolhj 
will  I'urni^h  tin."  \n-n\ior  odioiul  vmieliiT  of  tlie  payiiK-rit. 
'I'liisDeparlnicntwiU  l:iy  liel'me  Congress  at  llic  coruint'iiC(!- 
niunt  of  tlie  session  an  cstiniaie  to  cover  tlie  amount,  and 
rc(piest  the  appropriaiion.  Tlie  mailer  lias  been  ananged 
in  tills  way  in  other  States,  and  has  hoini  prodnetivc  ol  no 
delay  or  complaiiii  when  the  Governors  have  <;ivou  llieir 
attention  to  il,  and  seen  that  the  muster-rolls  are  properly 
made  out. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Sccrclary  of  War. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  House  now  understands 
tliis  question,  and  [  trust  iliey  are  prepared  to  do 
justice  to  those  who  liave  advanced  money  to  pay 
tiie  troops  who  went  forth  at  tliat  time  at  the  call 
of  the  Govcrnineiil.  As  I  said  before,  ail  tlie 
otlier  Stales  in  similar  circumstances  luive  been 
paid.  There  is  a  species  of  claims  not  embraced 
in  this  bill  which  all  the  States  have.  For  in- 
stance, minute  men  were  called  out;  they  were 
called  out  in  Pennsylvania  for  three  niontlis  at 
the  outset,  and  they  have  never  been  paid  a  dol- 
lar. Their  claims  have  nevei'bcen  presented,  but 
have  been  left  for  some  other  future  adjustment. 
But  money  which  was  raised  and  paid  upon  the 
failh  of  the  Government,  upon  the  solemn  pledges 
of  the  Administration,  ought  surely  not  to  be  re- 
jiudiated  now  by  this  House,  when  we  are  here 
trying  to  do  jyViice  and  sustain  those  who  sus- 
tained the  war.  As  1  said  before,  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [iVIr.  Cox,]  wlieii  it 
was  first  oflered,  seemed  to  have  some  equity  in  it. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
will  allow  mc  a  moment.  Tiie  gentleman  has 
now  repeated  this  statement  for  the  second  time, 
and  1  wish  to  tell  him  that  1  offered  this  amend- 
ment in  good  faith  when  his  bill  Was  before  the 
House  before.  I  did  it  for  the  purpose  of  includ- 
ing all  the  States,  believing  that  the  same  princi- 
ple should  run  through  all  these  claims;  that 
Pennsylvania,  because  she  was  most  vigilant  in 
getting  her  accounts  properly  audited,  ought  not 
to  be  the  first  to  get  an  appropriation,  but  that 
other  States  having  similar  claims  ought  to  have 
the  same  chance.  When  1  came  here  this  even- 
•  ing  I  found  my  amendment  appended,  not  in  as 
good  a  shape  as  an  amendment  drawn  by  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Pendleton.]  He  adopted  the  sys- 
tem of  iKiming  the  States  in  his  amendment,  which 
was  unlike  mine  in  that  respect.  Of  course  each 
member  interested  took  th6  same  interest  in  his 
own  locality  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Stevens]  has  shown.  How  could  1  refuse 
to  accept  their  amendments.'  I  have  always 
shown  firoper  courtesy  on  this  floor — a  good  deal 
more  than  I  have  had  shown  to  me — and  I  ac- 
cepted these  amendments  believing  they  would 
not  prejudice  the  bill  but  would  really  facilitate 
its  passage.  I  want  to  see  these  men  in  Ohio 
paid  if  there  is  anything  due  to  them.  If  the 
gentleman  will  observe  the  amendment  lie  will 
.see  that  the  accounts  have  to  be  audited  under 
tlie  acts,  just  as  Pennsylvania  has  had  her  ac- 
counts audited.  I  could  have  nuaint  nothing 
jirejudicial  to  the  gentleman's  bill;  and  I  beg  him 
to  do  me  justice  and  vote  for  the  nmendment,  as 
the  surest  way  to  have  his  bill  passed. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  certainly  su[iposed,  Mr. 
Cli;iirman,  that  ihc  amendment  was  a  fair  one 
at  first,  but  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  have 
incorporated  into  it,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis,]  a  prop- 
osition to  pay  for  the  building  of  Ions,  and  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to 
]jay  what  that  city  has  expended  in  the  way  I 
liave  nientioncd.  If  I  have  misunderstood  it, 
then  I  have  inisundersiood  the  amendment  also. 
If  the  amendment  had  stood  us  it  was  originally 
ollered  by  the  gentleman,  or  as  it  was  amended 
by  his  colleague,  1  should  nut  have  objected  to  il, 
believing  it  fair.  But  I  mu.st  say  that  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  States  are  unpaid  that  stand  in 
the  same  position  as  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
We  have  already  paid  |,800,000  to  Mis'souri  this 
year  for  her  invasions.  That  was  not  any  more 
just,  certainly,  than  ihe  proposition  1  have  of- 
fered. 1  should  be  very  willing  to  put  them  all 
in  the  same  condiiion.  But  to  agglomeraie  into 
this  amendment  things  that  are  inconsislent  wilh 
it,  looked,  I  thought,  as  if  the  gcnileman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  was  aiding  others  to  breakdown 
the  bill.  I  am  happy  to  say,  however,  that  the 
genileman  has  properly  explained  it,  and  I  with- 
draw all  that  I  said  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  COX.     I  iinderstanil  there  is  a   misnp- 


prehensii>n  <ni  the  part  of  some  membcr.s  that  I 
accepted  llii;  [)ro|)osi(ion  of  tlu^  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  which  would  he  different  in  subslance 
from  the  ameiidtnent.  1  beg  ihc  geii'.li'man  from 
Maryland,  therefore,  to  offer  his  amendment  as  a 
separate  proposiiion. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  1  understand  that 
it  is  before  the  committee  as  an  amendment,  and 
of  cour&'e  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  withdraw  or 
modify  it. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  strikeout  the  amendment 
of  the  genileman  fi'om  Maryland. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  like  to  have  read  the 
letter  from  the  Second  Auditor  in  reference  to  this 
claim. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

'J'uEA.snr.t  Department,     .-j 
Second  Auditor's  Office,  January  15,  186-1. 

Sir:  In  cnnifilianee  witli  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Kepresenlatlves  of  the  13lh  of  Jannary,  I  respectfully  slate 
that  the  voueliers  for  expenses  in  callingout  the  inilitiaof 
Peniwylvania  during  the  recent  invasionconsist  of  muster 
and  pay-r<dls,  einhraeing  payments  to  the  troops  so  called 
out  for  a  period  of  ninety  (lays ;  that  it  appears  from  the 
abstraet  aeeompanyingsaid  rolls  that  the  militia  referred  to 
were  called  out  by  proelamation  of  the  Governor  of  X'eiiii- 
sylvania  under  date  of  June  26,  1863;  thatthe  muster-rolls 
show  that  ihi!  troops  were  called  into  the  service  of  the 
State;  of  Pennsylvania  and  discharged  therefrom  without 
appearing  eviT  to  have  been  mii^nn-ed  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  ttiat  the  examination  of  the  said 
vouchers  was  made  in  this  ofTice  at  the  request  of  the  ad- 
jutant general  of  the  State  of  i'l-nnsylvania,  and  a  pielim- 
inary  report  of  said  examiinitioii  made  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  a  copy  of  which  is  lierewith  inclosed. 

Uespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  1!.  FRENCH,  Second  Auditor. 
Hon.  Schuyler  CoLFAi,  Speaker  of  Ike  House  of  Reprc- 

scntalii'cs. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
fronufennsylvania  whether  there  were  not  two 
classics  of  men  called  out  on  that  occasion;  the 
militia  that  remained  in  the  service  of  the  State, 
and  the  volunteers  that  were  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  for  a  short  period  of 
time;  and  whether  those  who  were  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  have  not  been  paid,  and 
whether  this  claim  does  not  rest  solely  on  the  claim 
for  pay  of  militia-men  who  were  not  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  who  remained 
entirely  in  tlu;  sm'vice  of  the  State  ? 

iMr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  such  fact  as  the  gentleman 
states.  1  know  that  under  General  Smith  \Vhen 
he  marched  down  the  valley  were  tlie  whole  of 
the  troops  of  Pennsylvania.  Whetherthey  were 
technically  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  I  do  not  know.  I  do  know,  however,  that 
they  vv'cre  all  commanded  by  officers  of  the  United 
States,  tliat  they  were  all  taken  into  Maryland 
under  the  command  ofofHcers  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  General  Smitli  and  General  Couch,  both 
under  the  authority  of  the  Government,  took 
charge  of  those  troops  and  marched  them  there. 
That  fact  I  know,  and  1  think  my  friend  [Mr. 
Randall,]  knows  it  too. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  My  col- 
league is  entirely  correct.     They  were  muslen^d 


into  the  service  by  United  States  mi^lering  offi- 
cers, and  were  discharged  I'rtmi  the^ervice  by 
General  Couch. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  to  ask  another  ques- 
tion, whether  ihe  Stat(;  of  Pennsylvania  hivs  paid 
the  claims  of  the  [larties  from  whom  this  money 
was  borrowed  ? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  No,  sir;  the  very  commu- 
nication shows  that  il  is  due  to  individuals  in 
Philadelphia;  but  as  the  Governor  was  ihe  agent 
to  borrow  it,  I  thought  it  proper  he  should  be  the 
agent  to  refund  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Then  the  debt  is  due  to  cer- 
tain private  parties  in  Philadelphia,  whereas  the 
claim  is  to  be  |iaid  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Now  I  suggest  that  if  the  claim  behnigs  to  pri- 
vate parties  in  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  that 
State  ought  to  show  vouchers  that  she-  has  paid 
the  claims  before  she  is  entitlid  to  reimburse- 
ment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     A  mere  quibble. 

Mr.  WILSON.     It  is  not  a  mere  quibble. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  At  the  request  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania  thismcniey  was  advanced 
by  monej'ed  institutions  in  Philadelphia.  The 
State  became  responsible  for  i't;  it  was  done  at  tlie 
request  of  the  Department  here  in  order  to  allow 
aeldiers  furnishetJ  by  other  States  at  the  same 
time  to  be  paid  by  the  Governmenl.  The  soldiers 
of  these  other  Slates  were  paid,  and  I  deny  that 


there  isany  other  Slate  in  the  Union  that  has  been 
treated  as  it  is  now  proposed  to  treat  the  Siaic  of 
Pennsylvania.  It  is  not  enough  thai  she  lias  lost 
her  millions  by  this  invasion;  it  is  iioi.  enough  that 
her  citizens  in  three  or  four  counties  have  been 
robbed,  their  properly  destroyed,  and  tliey  ren- 
dered banlcrupt  by  this  invasion.  Fler  people 
advanced  their  money  to  jiay  those  soldiers, 
thereby  allowing  the  troops  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey  to  be  paid  in  advance  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  now  she  is  to  be  defrauded  out  of  this 
money  by  Ihe  quirks  and  quibbles  of  gentlemen 
upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  recognize  the  fact  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  this  Plouse 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  am  sorry  for  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.  And  that  the  gentleman  is 
chairman  of  ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of 
this  House,  but  I  do  not  recognize  his  right  to  uee 
language  of  that  kind  toward  any  other  member. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  was  using  the  language 
impersonally  in  respect  to  the  opposition  that  is 
made  to  the  payment  of  this  debt. 

Mr.  WILSON.  So  much  ihe  worse,  then, for 
the  gentleman  applies  the  language  tocvery  man 
here  who  is  opposed  to  this  claim. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  say  that  the  refusal  to 
pay  a  claim  of  this  kind  is,  in  my  judgment,  not 
iionest.     1  say  that. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  gentleman 's  judgment  is  not  honest,  but 
he  slanders  most  mightily.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WILSON.  There  isanotherfact  to  which 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman,  and 
il  is  this:  the  gentleman  has  called  one  of  his 
colleagues  [Mr.  Randall]  to  the  witness-stand 
to  prove  that  these  men  were  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  If  that  be  true,  I 
would  like  to  know  why  they  have  not  been  paid 
the  same  as  other  troops  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  May  I  say  to  the  gentleinan 
that  the  very  paper  that  has  been  read  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  states  that  it  has  nol  been  done 
because  there  were  no  funds  at  his  disposal  out 
of  which  they  could  be  [laid. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Why,  sir,  we  have  been 
making  appropriations  during  this  very  session 
of  Congress  for  the  payment  of  all  the  troops 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
If  ihestt  were  troops  of  the  United  States  who 
had  regularly  been  mustered  into  the  service,  the 
appropriation  bill  we  have  already  passed  has 
furnished  funds  out  of  which  they  might  have 
been  paid. 

Now,  then,  if  that  be  not  the  case,  and  if  they 
cannot  be  so  paid,  because  they  were  not  mus- 
tered into  ihe  service  of  the  United  States,  why 
pass  this  exceptional  bill?  Why  are  we  called  to 
make  this  special  appropriation  for  the  payment 
of  men  who  were  not  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  Stales  in  one  Slate,  while  we  make 
no  provision  for  those  in  similar  circumstances  in 
other  Slates.? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Why,  sir,  have  we  not  been 
called  upon  to  pay  $800,000  for  the  militia  of  Mis- 
souri, which  could  not  he  paid  out  of  our  regular 
a|)proprialions,  because  it  was  a  past  transaction.'' 
The  gentleman  knows  that  the  afipropriation  bills 
we  are  now  passing  are  not  for  this  year,  but  for 
the  j'ear  ending  June  30,  1865. 

Mr.  WILSON.  We  have  passed  deficiency 
bills,  have  we  nol  ? 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  rise  to  ask  the  question 
whether  the  aclof  27th  July,  1861,  does  not  make 
a  general  ap[)ropriaiion  for  the  payment  of  all  ex- 
penses of  this  character,  a^d  whether  any  special 
appropriation  is  necessary.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  All  that  ajipropriation  has 
been  paid  out  long  ago. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  if  the  gentleman  will  allow 
(he  law  to  be  read  he  will  see  that  ihe  appropria- 
tion is  general  in  its  character. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Very  well,  let  the  law  be 
read;  but  1  know  the  Department  has  decided 
that  these  claims  cannol  be  paid  under  that  law. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  This  act  contains  on  appro- 
priation without  any  liniitalion,  authorizing  the 
accounting  officer  of  ihe  Treasury  to  pay  all  ex- 
penses, 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Let  the  section  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  law,  as  follows: 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
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directi'd,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Troasury  not  otlit^rwise 
appropriated,  to  pay  the  Governor  ol'  any  t^tutCjor  lo  liis 
duly  auiln)rizL'(l  agents,  tlie  costs,  cliarjics,  and  expenses 
properly  incurred  l)y  snoh  tjlale,  lor  enrolling,  snhsisting, 
clotliin::,  supplying,  arming,  equipping,  paying,  and  trans- 
porting its  troops  employed  in  aiding  to  suppress  the  pres- 
ent insurrection  against  the  United  States,  to  he  settled 
upon  proper  vouchers  to  be  filed  and  passed  upon  by  the 
proper  accounting  olTicers  of  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  STEVENS.  That  is  an  ciitiicly  different 
thing. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
whetluT  it  is  not  true  tliat,  under  the  law  just 
read,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  holds  that 
he  has  no  autliority  to  pay  out  money  unless  ex- 
pressly appropriated? 

Mr.  STEVENS.     He  has  so  held. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     Would  not  this  Penn- 
sylvania claim  have  been  paid  except  for  that 
ruling  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.' 
JVIr.  STEVENS.     That  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  He  has  decided  differently 
in  other  cases. 

Mr.  COX.  I  propose  to  v^ithdraw  my  amend- 
ment, and  to  renew  it  without  the  amcndinent  of 
the  gentleman  fiom  Maryland. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Marylttid.  Has  the  gentle- 
man any  right  to  i/iihdraw  his  anendrr.ent.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  He  has,  no  vole  having 
been  taken.  Th,;  gt.vtlemaii  from  Pennsylvania 
has  the  floor. 

_  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maiyland  ,  1  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  The  get.tleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia has  no  right  to  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  to  witiidrawhisamondnieni,  unless 
he  docF.  so  iibyo'utely.  I  therefore  claim  to  be 
rccign.'z.H'..  * 

I'hs  CrTAiRMAN.  No  objection  was  made 
at  the  t.rr.f^. 

M.-.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  claim  the  floor, 
and  i  '.enewas  an  amendment  to  (he  amendment 
the  p; oposilion  submitted  by  me  some  time  ago. 

The  amendment  •wi\s  again  read. 

Mr.  G ANSON.  When  this  bill  was  first  intro- 
duced in   the  House  early  in  the  -session 

Mr.  STILES.  Is  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  germane  to  the 
original  propo.^ition  .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  make 
tWe  point  of  order.' 

Mr.  STILES.     I  do. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point,  and  rules  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  1  take  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  that 
the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  GAPfSON.     I  have  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  amend  the  gentle- 
man's motion  by  adding',  "and  report  the  bill." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  has  the  floor,  and  the  motion  lo  rise  cannot 
be  entertained. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  G  ANSON.  Mr.  Chairman,  when  this  bill 
was  inlroduced  early  in  the  session  it  was  stated 
by  the  gentleinan  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ste- 
vens] that  these  troops  had  been  mu.siered  into 
the  sr'rvice  of  the  Uniieif  States,  tiiid  were  mus- 
tered out  and  were  not  jiaid.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  making  that  statement  was  under  a 
misapprehension  of  the  facts.  I  inlioducrd  a  res- 
olulu.iilhat  the  Second  y\udi  tor  stale  to  this  House 
whether  these  troops  had  been  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  Stjiles;  whether  the  vouchers 
had  been  presented  to  him, and  on  what  authority 
he  audited  the  accounts.  In  response,  among 
other  ihing.s,  he  staled  that  these  troops  had  never 
been  mustered  into  ihii^rviceof  iIk;  Unii(,d  States; 
that  they  came  out  uiidci-  the  call  of  the  Governor, 
and  had  bren  in  the  State  service,  but  had  never 
been  in  the  United  Slates  service. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  desire  to  call  the  gentle- 
man's attention  to  ihc  phraseology  of  the  Sicond 
Auditor.  He  dots  not  declare  that  these  troops 
were  not  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
Stales,  but  that  it  does  not  ap()ear  by  the  rolls 
presented  to  him  thai  they  were  so  mustend  in. 

Mr.  GANSON.  The  report  stales  that  it  ap- 
pears by  an  ab.siract  of  the  rolls  that  the  militia 
were  called  out  by  proclamation  of  the  Governor, 
und  that  they  were  mustered  into  the  State  ser- 
vice, "  without  appearing  ever  to  have  been  mus- 
tered into  the  .service  of  the  United  Slates."  I 
■tale  the  fact  in  addition  to  that,  that  most  of  them 


were  not  only  not  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  but  refused  to  be  so  mustered  in. 
A  portion  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  under  tliis  call,  and  they  were  paid 
when  they  were  mustered  out.  They  were  paid 
because  they  were  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

Now  it  presents  the  simple  question  whether 
the  Slate  of  Pemisylvania  shall  be  paid"  for  the 
services  of  Iroofis  which  were  never  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  in  preference  to  the  troops  of 
any  other  State,  or  whether  they  shall  be  put  on 
a  par  with  the  troops  of  other  States.  If  we  go 
for  paying  Pennsylvania  for  expenses  incurred  in 
this  matter,  I  go  also  for  paying  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  any  other  State  for  anything  which  has 
been  done  lending  to  supprt sj  this  rebellion;  and 
unless  this  House  is  willing  to  go  to  that  extent 
I  go  against  paying  Pennsylvania,  because  the  ex- 
penses are  of  the  same  character  as  other  ex- 
penses, and  differing  in  no  respect. 

Mr.FARNSWORTH.  I  desire  to  make  a  re- 
mark or  two. 

Mr.  GANSON.  In  one  moment.  Now,  sir, 
in  view  of  the  facts  which  have  been  communi- 
cated to  me  I  moved  an  amendment,  and  which  I 
renew,  to  tlie  effect  that  no  expenses  shall  be  paid 
for  the  services  of  troops  that  refused  to  be  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  And 
it  strikes  me  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
can  have  no  objection  to  that  amendment,  unless 
he  is  in  favor  of  paying  troops  who  arc  called  into 
the  field  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  rebel- 
lion but  who  refused  to  be  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Union  for  ihat  purpose. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  read  a  single  paragraph  from  the  cominu- 
nication  of  the  adjutant  general  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  show  upon  wlial  authority  I  made  the  assertion  ? 

Mr.  GANSON.     With  pleasure. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     He  says: 

"The  President  of  the  United  States  called  for  militia  to 
repel  the  advance  of  General  Lee  into  the  nortliern  States. 
The  call  of  the  Governor  was  made  as  supplementary  to  the 
call  of  the  President,  and  was  expressly  .adopted  and  ap- 
proved by  him,  the  Geneial  Government  assuming  to  pay 
all  the  expenses  incidental  thereto,  and  .igreeing  to  accept 
these  troops  into  the  service  and  pay  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  GANSON.  There  seems  lo  be  a  misun- 
derstajiding  between  the  officers  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  General  Government,  and  it  is  for  that 
reason  I  renew  my  atnendment  that  under  this 
act,  if  it  passes,  the  expenses  of  none  of  these 
troops  shall  be  paid  provided  ihey  refused  to  be 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  liave  drawn  an 
amendment  which  1  think  will  cover  the  objec- 
tion |U'esented. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  felt  called  upon  to  pass 
any  criticism  in  regard  lo  any  action  which  has 
been  taken  in  regard  lo  this  matter,  for  so  far  as 
I  am  concei-ned  personally  I  have  acted  with  en- 
tire good  faith,  and  I  was  determined  that  the 
facts  of  the  case  should  be  understood  by  the 
House,  an^lhat  they  should  not  pass  an  act  of 
this  importance  tinder  any  misapprehension;  and 
1  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
would  concur  with  uic  in  the  propriety  of  that 
position. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     Undoubtedly. 

Mr.  GANSON.  Now,  sir,  as  i  understand  the 
matter,  Pennsylvania  stands  in  no  position  In're 
entitled  to  preferenc(i  ov<-r  any  other  State.  The 
point  presented  to  this  Hou.s(!  now  is,  whether 
the  General  Government  will  assume  to  pay  now 
all  oi"lhc  expenses  which  have  been  incurred  by 
the  several  States  in  any  manner  tending  to  su|)- 
pi'e.ss  the  rebellion.  If  they  ;ue,  then  embrace 
all  these  expenses  in  this  bill;  but  if  they  are  not 
disposed  to  do  it,  embrace  none  in  it;  for  Penn- 
sylvania ha.s  no  claim  superior  to  that  of  any 
other  Stale  in  Ihia  respect.  I  repeat  the  amend- 
ment I  offrred: 

Proiitlcil,  Thill  the  ixpeiiscs  of  none  of  the  militia  of  any 
Slate  shiill  be  piiid  under  this  act  who  refused  lo  be  nius- 
tined  into  the-  ti<rvlec  o,''  tlie  United  State,-'. 

Mr.  EARNSWORTIl.  J  am  in  favor  of  pay- 
ing every  soldier  who  has  been  in  tlie  Si'rvice  o.* 
his  country.  There  seems  to  b<!  a  question  here 
between  the  Representalives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  Government,  as  appears  from  the  letter  of  the 
Second  Auditor  which  has  been  read.  It  would 
seem  by  the  Htalennnts  made  by  the  geHllemi-ii 
from  Pcnnsylvniiiu  ihut  there  can  be  no  question 


about  this  matter,  forpne  of  them  states  upon  his 
own  knowledge  that  these  troops  were  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  a  muster- 
ing officer  of  the  Army,  and  that  they  were  reg- 
ularly discharged.  Now  if  that  be  the  case,  it 
seems  to  me  the  committee  ought  not  to  hesitate 
at  all  in  passing  a  bill  to  pay  those  men.  If  the 
legislation  of  Congress  has  not  been  sufficiently 
broad  lo  cover  this  case,  if  these  men  who  liave 
been  regularly  mustered  in  cannot  go  to  the  De- 
partment and  draw  their  money  for  reason  of  a 
lack  of  legislation  authorizing  it,  I  shall  not  hesi- 
tate to  vote  for  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment  to 
these  men  of  their  just  debt. 

I  have  therefore  drawn  up  an  amendment  which 
I  think  perhaps  is  a  little  broader  than  the  one 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  It  ia 
by  way  of  a  proviso  to  be  attached  to  this  bill, 
in  these  words: 

Provided,  That  only  so  much  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  ot  this  act  as  shall 
appear  from  the  muster-in  and  muster-out  rolls  shall  be 
sufficient  to  pay  those  troops  only  who  were  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  and  were  regularly  mus- 
tered out. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  some  question  which 
was  entirely  inaudible  to  the  reporters. 

Mr.FARNSWORTH.  That  yjou'd  place  these 
soldiers  precisely  on  the  same  basis  as  my  amend- 
ment does.  A  soldier  cannot  go  to  the  pay  de- 
partment and  draw  his  pay  unless  itappears  from 
the  muster-roll  that  he  was  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  iheUnited  Slates.  If  he  was  not  mustered 
in  and  the  rolls  do  not  show  that  fact  he  must 
come  to  Congress  to  get  an  act  for  his  relief,  for 
you  have  no  authority  lo  pay  a  man  who  has  not 
been  mustered  into  the  service.  I  therefore  offer 
this  amendment. 

Mr.  STILES.  I  suggest  to  my  friend  from  Il- 
linois that  he  modify  his  amendment  so  that  it 
will  apply  to  all  those  whoare  actually  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  KERN  AN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  would  inquire  how  many  amendments  are  now 
pending.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  an  amendment 
pending  iii  the  nature  of  a  substitute  for  the  ori- 
ginal bill. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Mine  is  an  amend- 
ment to  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Farns- 
worth]  by  adding  thereto  the  following,  which  I 
design  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  re[)orted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens:] 

That  a  board  of  three  commissioners,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  is  hereby  established  to  ascertain  the  tola! 
amountof  indebtedness  lliat  has  been  incurred  by  the  loyal 
States,  and  by  the  towns,  cities,  and  counties  within  those 
States,  in  their  efforts  to  raise,  organize,  and  equip  troops 
for  the  present  war;  and  said  couunissioners  shall  hold 
their  sessions  in  the  city  of  Wasliiiigton  from  and  alter  the 
1st  day  of  October  ne.vt,  and  shall  have  power  to  employ 
such  number  of  clerks  as  they  may  find  necessary,  not  ex- 
ceeding four — one  of  (iach  class. 

Sec.  2.  Said  commissioners  sliall  give  notice  by  adver- 
tisement in  at  least  one  paper  in  each  loyal  State  of  the 
lime  and  place  of  their  sessions,  that  all  duly  authorized 
agents  may  attend  and  present  their  claims  for  debts  in- 
curred for  the  general  or  particular  defense  dining  the 
war,  and  on  the  eviilence  thereof  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  general  equity,  (allbough  such  claims  may  not  have 
l)cen  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  Congress,)  to  allow  the 
same  as  a  charge!  against  the  United  Slates  subject  to  the 
a|>proval  of  Congress,  lo  be  liquidated  and  paid  by  the  is- 
suance to  said  claimants  of  bonds  of  the  United  States, 

payable  in years,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of per 

cent,  per  annum,  or  in  lawful  money  of  Ihe  United  States, 
as  may  hereafter  be  elected  by  Congress  :  Provided  always, 
'J'liat  the  rule  of  apportioning  to  f  tales  the  annnnits  to  be  re- 
funded under  this  act  shall  be  the  same  that  is  provided 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  Itipreseniatives  and  direct  taxes. 

Sec.  3.  Said  commissioners  shall  respectively  take  an 
oath  before  a  judge  of  the;  United  States  court  that  they 
will  laithfully  discharge  their  duties.  They  shall  each  bu 
paid  at  the  riile  of  eight  dollars  per  day,  ajul  shall  make 
linal  report  of  tln^ir  doings  to  Congress  on  or  before  the  first 
Monday  of  December,  A.  D.  1865. 

Mr.  STILES.  I  raise  the  point  of  order  on 
that  amendment  that  it  is  not  germane  lo  the  ori- 
ginal bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  will  withdraw  it.  It  is  upon  a  different 
subject  altogether. 

iMr.  BLAINE.  I  submit  the  question  to  the 
Chair.  If  niy  amendment  is  out  of  order,  of 
course  I  cannot  press  it. 

The  CHAiRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  tho 
amendment  to  be  in  order,  as  it  relates  to  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  the  bill. 
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Mr.  BLAINE.  As  early  as  the  7th  of  Janu- 
ary last,  Mr.  Chairmnn,  I  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  by  a  simple  declaratory  resolution  to 
the  subject  of  refunding  to  the  loyal  States  the 
amounts  expended  by  them  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  existing  war.  Instead  of  asking  a  vote  on 
the  resolution  then  submitted,  I  desire  the  action 
of  the  House  on  the  bill  which  I  have  just  offered 
ns  a  substitute  for  that  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  by  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens.] 
His  bill  proposes  to  refund  a  certain  amount  of 
money  claimed  to  be  due  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  his  own  State  for  expenses  incurred 
during  the  Gettysburg  campaign.  My  bill  pro- 
poses to  establish  a  commission  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  amounts  due  to  all  tiie  loyal 
States  for  their  war  expenditures,  with  the  view 
of  ultimately  refunding  the  same  from  the  com- 
mon Treasury  of  the  nation. 

It  is  of  course  well  known  to  all  that  in  addi- 
tion to  t4ie  enormous  outlay  of  the  national  Gov- 
ernmentin  its  effort  to  suppress  the  southern  rebel- 
lion there  has  been  a  necessary  and  legitimate  ex- 
penditure in  aid  ofthe  same  great  object  on  the  part 
of  all  the  loyal  States.  These  expenditures  arose 
from  absolute  necessity;  they  have  not  been  made 
thoui^htlessly  or  wastefully,  but  wilh  due  consid- 
eration and  with  a  prudent  economy  which  com- 
pares most  favorably  with  many  departments  of 
the  national  disbursement.  My  proposition  is 
that  all  expenditures  thus  made  in  good  faith  for 
the  defense  and  preservation  ofthe  national  life 
should  be  refunded  by  the  national  Government. 
And  I  shall  proceed  to  discuss  as  briefly  as  may 
be  the  justice  and  expediency  of  refunding  these 
amounts;  the  precedents  for  so  doing;  and  our 
ability  to  do  so  without  impairing  the  national 
credit.     And  of  these  in  their  order. 

THE    JUSTICE   AND    EXPEDIENCY    OF    REFUNDING 
THESE  EXPENDITURES. 

If  the  twenty-four  loyal  States  now  striving 
with  patriotic  rivalry  to  outdo  each  other  in  de- 
fending and  rescuing  the  nation  from  its  perils 
were  hereafter  to  constitute  the  entire  Union  there 
might  be  nothing  gained  and  nothing  lost  to  any 
one  of  them  by  consolidating  their  respective  war 
debts  into  one  common  charge  upon  the  aggre- 
gate resources  of  the  nation.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances each  State  would  be  freed  from  an 
individual  tax  only  to  incur  a  burden  of  similar 
magnitude  in  meeting  its  component  part  of  the 
total  national  debt.  But  the  actual  case  presented 
for  our  consideration  and  decision  is  far  different 
from  this.  We  are  engaged  in  a  struggle  which 
must  inevitably  result  in  restoring  to  loyalty  and 
to  duty  eleven  States  now  in  rebellion  against  the 
authority  of  the  national  Government.  And  be- 
yond that,  as  a  consequence  of  a  restored  Union 
and  ofthe  boundless  prosperity  which  awaits  the 
auspicious  event,  our  vast  western  domain  will 
be  peopled  with  a  rapidity  exceeding  all  prece- 
dent, and  States  wilh  out  number  almost  will  spring 
into  existence,  to  add  to  the  strength  and  insure 
the  perpetuity  of  our  Government.  Well-con- 
sidered estimates  based  on  past  progress,  and  the 
established  ratio  of  our  advance  in  wealth  and 
population,  assure  us  that  within  less  than  a  cen- 
tury from  this  time  we  shall  have  added  forty  new 
States  to  our  Union,  making  with  the  number 
now  composing  it  a  grand  total  of  seventy-five 
pro.'^perous  Commonwealths.  Were  it  not  for  the 
blood  so  freely  poured  out  and  the  treasure  so 
lavishly  expended  by  tlie  twenty-four  loyal  States 
represented  on  this  floor,  the  eleven  States  now 
in  revolt  would  not  be  saved  from  self-destruction, 
and  the  forty  States  so  speedily  to  grow  up  in  the 
Mississippi  valley  and  on  the  Pacific  slope  would 
never  come  into  existence. 

Of  the  immense  natiotial  debt  which  we  are 
incurring  in  this  struggle  each  State  will  of  course 
have  to  bear  a  share;  but  it  is  quite  manifest  that 
for  two  generations  to  come,  owing  to  our  estab- 
lished syst(MTi  of  taxation,  the  present  loyal  States 
will  have  to  (;ndure  vastly  the  larger  proportion 
of  the  total  burden.  Is  it  fair  or  just  that  in  ad- 
dition to  this  they  shall  each  be  called  upon  to  bear 
unaided  a  large  local  debt,  necessarily  and  yet 
generously  incurred  in  aid  of  the  one  common 
object  of  preserving  the  life  of  the  whole  nation  ? 
The  question  which  I  present,  therefore,  is  not 
one  for  dispute  or  difference  between  any  of  the 
States  here  represented,  for  they  all  have  a  com- 


mon interest  in  adopting  the  proposed  meas- 
ure. The  financial  issue  is  rather  between  the 
twenty-four  loyal  States  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
eleven  revolted  Slates,  together  with  all  future 
new  States,  on  the  other.  We  have  it  in  our 
power  to-day  to  determine  the  matter  upon  prin- 
ciples of  the  highest  equity,  and  at  the  same  time 
for  the  interest  of  the  loyal  States  who  are  bear- 
ing the  heat  and  burden  of  the  great  contest. 

From  such  data  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect 
I  estimate  the  war  debts  of  the  loyal  States  and 
of  the  towns,  cities,  and  counties  within  those 
States  as  amounting  at  least  to  $150,000,000. 
The  annual  tax  to  meet  the  interest  on  this  sum 
must  be  raised  by  a  direct  levy  on  the  property 
ofthe  people  without  the  intervention  of  an  ex- 
cise system  or  any  other  indirection  to  lighten 
or  disguise  it.  If  this  burden  is  to  remain  per- 
manently on  the  communities  now  sustaining  it, 
we  shall  witness  the  anomalous  spectacle  of  less 
than  one  third  ofthe  prospective  number  ofStatos 
bearing  in  its  most  oppressive  form  $150,000,000 
of  debt,  every  dollar  of  which  was  contracted  as 
much  for  the  benefit  of  the  other  two  thirds  of  the 
Union  as  for  themselves.  And  the  injurious 
working  of  such  a  discrimination  will  be  made 
odiously  and  cruelly  manifest  in  the  emigration 
from  the  old  to  the  new  States,  and  from  the 
North  to  the  South,  for  the  purpose  of  escaping 
the  very  tax  which  was  incurred  that  the  new 
States  might  be  born  and  that  the  South  might  be 
saved  from  suicide.  I  could  not,  by  any  argu- 
ment, enhance  the  force  of  such  a  fact  as  this,  nor 
strengthen  the  plea  which  it  makes  for  the  equal- 
ization ofthe  entire  debt  created  by  the  war. 

1  anticipate  an  objection  which  will  be  made  to 
the  measure  on  the  score  of  expediency.  Many 
gentlemen,  while  admitting  the  abstract  justice  and 
equity  ofthe  proposition,  have  suggested  the  dan- 
ger of  impairing  the  national  credit  by  adding  to 
it  a  burden  which  need  not  be  assumed.  The 
national  Treasury  they  fear  is  already  overloaded 
by  the  inevitable  demands  u|ion  it,  and  they  pro- 
test against  incurring  any  fresh  obligation  where 
it  can  possibly  be  avoided.  I  shall  before  closing 
my  remarks  speak  somewliat  in  detail  of  our  abil- 
ity to  bear  the  national  debt  which  the  suppres- 
sion ofthe  rebellion  will  leave  upon  us.  At  this 
point  I  desire  only  to  say  that  it  is  a  mistake,  pal- 
pable and  radical,  to  assume  that  the  adoption  of 
the  refunding  measure  which  I  have  proposed 
would  in  any  degree  add  to  the  national  burden  or 
actually  increase  the  debt  of  the  country.  The 
States  and  communities  which  owe  the  debts  pro- 
posed to  be  refunded  are  precisely  the  same  States 
and  communities  upon  which  must  rest  the  main- 
tenance of  the  national  credit  during  the  entire 
period  that  it  may  be  said  to  be  in  doubt  or  on 
trial  before  the  world.  If  this  $150,000,000  of 
local  indebtedness  is  upon  them,  it  affects  their  re- 
sources and  theirability  to  carry  tin;  national  debt 
by  precisely  that  amount.  And  if  the  national 
debt  is  increased  $150,000,000  by  refunding  to 
the  States,  the  local  burdens  are  correlatively  and 
proportionally  reduced.  Not  only  is  this  so,  as 
an  actual  fact,  but  it  is  so  in  its  impression  and 
its  influence  in  financial  circles.  You  will  find 
that  the  bankers  in  New  York  and  London  main- 
tain a  close  observation  upon  our  State  and  local 
indebtedness,  and  thence  measure  our  ability  to 
carry  a  national  debt.  Should  the  refunding  pol- 
icy be  adopted,  no  class  of  men  will  a|)preciate  it 
so  thoroughly  or  weigh  its  effect  so  clearly  as 
those  who  so  largely  control  the  loan  market. 
The  policy  will  need  neither  explanation  nor  vin- 
dication with  that  sagacious  and  far-seeing  class 
ofm«n. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  at  the  organization 
of  the  Government,  when  the  policy  of  refund- 
ing to  the  States  their  outlays  in  the  revolution- 
ary struggle  was  under  discussion,  the  very  ob- 
jection which  I  have  just  been  considering  was 
vehemently  urged  by  those  who  were  ojiposed  to 
the  measure.  Their  whole  argument  was  very 
quietly  overthrown  by  Mr.  Hamilton  in  his  cel- 
ebrated report  of  January  9,  1790,  when  he 
summed  up  and  disj)osed  of  the  entire  case  in 
these  few  words  : 

"Admitting  that  a  provision  must  bfi  niadn  in  some  way 
or  otiior  tor  Uie  entire  dc^bt,  it  will  certainly  follow  tliat  no 
j,'rcalir  rev(.'niies  will  bi;  required,  vvlietlier  that  provision 
lie  made  wholly  by  the  United  States  or  partly  by  them 
ami  parlly  by  the  States  separately." 

Instead  of  having  an  injurious  effect  on  the 


public  credit,  Mr.  Hamilton  further  maintained 
that  the  refunding  policy"  would  contribute,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  to  an  orderly,  stable,  and  satis- 
factory arrangement  of  the  national  finances." 

THE  PRECEDENTS  FOR  THE  PROPOSED  MEASURE. 

Every  measure  of  legislation  having  sufiicient 
importance  to  enlist  the  interest  and  challenge  the 
scrutiny  ofthe  country  is  greatly  strengthened  if 
its  policy  can  be  sustained  by  the  practice  ofthe 
past.  Happily  in  this  instance  we  are  not  with- 
out the  most  pertinent  and  suggestive  precedents 
— not  only  settling  all  questions  of  constitutional 
power,  but  vindicating  by  results  the  policy  of 
refunding  all  war  expenditures  to  the  States. 

i  need  not  remind  the  House  that  one  of  the 
earliest  and  one  of  the  gravest  questions  that 
came  up  for  adjustment  u{)on  the  organization  of 
the  Government  was  the  payment  from  liie  com- 
mon purse  of  the  nation  of  all  debts  contracted  by 
the  States  in  their  great  struggle  to  achieve  our 
independence.  All  the  possible  questions  and 
issues  involved  in  such  a  policy  were  fully  and 
freely  discussed  by  the  leading  statesmen  of  that 
day;  and  the  decision  was  in  favor  of  refunding 
— a  decision  which  was  followed  by  the  almost 
instant  revival  and  subsequent  continued  main- 
igstenance  of  the  public  credit.  The  argument  in 
favor  of  the  policy  was  admirably  condensed  by 
Mr.  Hamilton  in  a  single  paragraph  which  I 
quote  from  one  of  his  ablest  papers: 

'•  The  equalizing  of  the  condition  of  the  citizens  of  every 
State,  and  exonerating  those  of  the  States  most  indebted 
from  partial  burdens  which  would  press  upon  them  in  con- 
sequence of  exertions  in  a  common  cause,  is  not  completely 
fultilled  until  thaijtntire  debt  of 'every  State  contracted  in 
relation  to  the  war  is  embraced  in  one  general  and  compre- 
hensive plan.  The  inconvenience  to  the  United  States  of 
disburdening  tlie  States  which  are  still  incumbered  with 
considerable  debts,  would  bear  no  proportion  to  the  incon- 
venience wliich  they  would  feel  if  left  to  struggle  with  those 
debts  unaided." 

Following  the  views  and  recommendations  of 
Mr.  Hamilton,  Congress,  on  the  5th  of  August, 
1790,  passed  "An  act  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  settlement  of  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  States."  By  this  act,  a 
board,  consisting  of  three  commissioners,  was  ap- 
pointed to  hear  and  adjudicate  all  claims  submitted 
to  them.  The  generous  and  comprehensive  basis 
on  which  claims  were  to  be  determined  may  be 
seen  from  the  third  section  of  the  act,  a  part  of 
which  I  will  read: 

"  Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commissioners  to 
receive  and  examine  all  chiims  wliich  shall  be  exhibited  to 
them  before  the  ist  day  of  July,  A.U.  J  791,  and  to  determine 
on  all  such  as  shall  have  accrued  for  the  general  or  partic- 
ular defense  during  the  war,  and  on  the  evidence  iliereof, 
according  to  the  principlesof  general  equity,  allholigli  such 
claims  may  not  be  sanctioned  by  the  resolves  of  Congress, 
nor  supported  by  regular  vouchers,"  &c. 

By  legislation  contemporaneous  with  the  fore- 
going, the  act  indeed  being  approved  one  day  in 
advance  of  that  from  which  1  have  read.  Congress 
agreed  to  liquidate  the  claims  of  States  to  a  speci- 
fied amount  with  the  simple  proviso  that  the  claims 
should  be  for  "  compensations  and  expenditures 
for  service  or  supplies  toward  the  prosecution  of 
the  late  war  and  the  defense  ofthe  United  States 
or  some  part  thereof  during  the  same."  The 
amounts  for  which  United  Slates  stocks  were  in 
pursuance  of  this  legislation  exchanged  for  cer- 
tificates of  State  indebtedness  were  as  follows  in 
the  various  States:  namely,  New  Hampshire, 
$300,000;  Massachusetts,  $4,000,000;  Rhode  Isl- 
and, $200,000;  Connecticut,  $1,000,000;  New 
York,  $1,200,000;  New  Jersey,  $800,000;  Penn- 
sylvania, $2,200,000;  Delaware,  $200,000;  Mary- 
land, $800,000;  Virginia,  $3,500,000;  North  Car- 
olina,  $2,400,000;  South  Carolina,  $4,0(]0,000; 
Georgia,  $300,000.  Ma^chusetts,  which  fur- 
nished the  moslmen  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
South  Cai'olina,  which  furnished  the  least  number, 
had  the  same  amounts  liquidated;  and  the  aggre- 
gate sum  thus  refunded  to  all  the  States  for  war  ex- 
penditures was  $21,500,000;  immeasurably  larger 
in  proportion  to  the  wealth  and  resources  ofthe 
country  at  that  time  than  $150,000,000  would  be 
for  the  nation  as  it  exists  to-day. 

The  second  precedent  for  refunding  the  expend- 
itures made  by  Slates  was  in  the  war  with  Eng- 
land in  1812-15.  Every  dollar  was  repaid,  on 
the  most  liberal  principles,  the  only  limitorquali- 
fication  being  that  the  money  whose  restitution 
was  claimed  "  had  been  actually  e.xpcnded  for 
the  use  and  biwiefit  of  the  United  Slates  during 
the  Ihte  war  with  Grgat  Britain."  And  theprin- 
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i:i|)li:'  was  carrioJ  furtlier  than  simply  rcfuiuliiig 
tile  ainoiiiits  iidvaiiced,  for  intirest  niso  wiissub- 
Biqiieiiily  allowed  to  uveiy  Siati', except  .Massa- 
clHi.-»fLls,  upon  all  ilcbt.s  incurred  uii  bL-hnlt' of  the 
ciiiiiinun  cause.  'I'he  payment  of  iiitert'St  was 
a  laucli-discussed  and  long-delayed  act,  and  its 
ttccumplisliim;m  was  finally  due  to  the  clear  and 
forcible  luesenlaiioii  of  the  merils  and  righlful- 
iicss  of  ilie  policy  by  President  Monroe  in  a  mes- 
sage to  Congress  during  the  session  of  1824-25. 
In  consequence  of  the  argument  and  influence  of 
the  President  intciiest  wasallowed  to  Virginia  "  on 
all  sums  on  which  she  had  paid  interest;"  and 
subsequently  by  separate  acts  each  Slate  thai  had 
made  advances  for  war  purposes  was  allowed 
interest  in  full  thereon,  with  the  exception  just 
noted,  and  a  bill  to  refmid  interest  to  Massachu- 
setts is  now  pending.  Reference  may  be  had  to 
Unilrd  Slates  Statutes  at  Large,  volume  4,  pages 
161,  175,  192,241,  499. 

The  third  and  freshest  precedent  for  the  policy 
now  urged  was  the  course  pursued  by  our  Gov- 
ernment with  reference  to  Slate  expenses  incurred 
durina:  the  war  v.iih  Mexico.  The  refunding  to 
the  .Slates  ill  that  inalani'e  was  upon  a  basis  so 
compi-ehensive  and  broad  as  to  be  almost  liable  to 
the  chartie  of  looseness  and  prodigality.  Before, 
the  War  had  continued  a  year,  betbru  ihe  inielli- 
gence  of  Taylor's  victory  at  Buena  Vista  had 
reached  this  coimlry,  and  before  Scott  had  even 
landed  at  Vera  Cruz,  Consre)-;s  pi'ovided  by  joint 
resolution  of  March  3,  1847,  for  refunding,  as 
follows: 

'^Rcsolieil  In)  l.ltc  Senate  ciiul  Hansen/ Rcjircscittrilivcs  of 
the  United  Staler  of.flincrka  in  Congre^^scinlilcil,  'I'liat  the 
.Sccrciaiy  of  War  he,  niiil  lie  is  liiTcliy,  nuthorizej  aiiiJ  rc- 
quireil  to  ciuisi,'  id  Ih'  rcluiMli-d  In  Ihe'sevi-riil  States,  or  lo 
iiidividiinls.  I'lir  scrvici's  icmleied,  ariiiii>  iui(l(>|-  tlic  iiu- 
lliorily  of  any  Slate,  llie  aijicniui  oi  cxpcnsi's  incurred  hy 
llieiii  ill  or:;aiiiziiig,siib.sisUii?,',  and  lraiis|)orlins  viillintecis 
previous  to  their  IieiiiL'  iiiustired  and  received  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Lliiiicd  States  for  llie  |iroseiit  war." 

Under  this  resolution  many  claims  were  pre- 
sented which  the  auditing  bureaus  of  Ihe  Treas- 
ury De|iartmenl  refused  to  allow,  because  of  the 
restriction  contained  in  the  phrase  "  acting  under 
the  authority  of  any  Slate."  There  were,  more- 
over, a  class  (H'elainis  presented  by  counties  and 
municipal  corporations  which  did  not  seem  to  be 
included  within  the  specific  terms  of  the  resolu- 
tion. To  remedy  all  such  defects,  Coiiirress  the 
next  year  passed  an  act,  a[iiiroved  June  2,  1848, 
the  lirst  section  of  which  was  in  the  following 
terms: 

■■  Be  it  enacted,  ^Vc.,  That  llic  |irovisioas  of  llio  joint  res- 
olution approved  March  3,  18]7,  entitled  'A  resolution  to 
reluiid  money  tn  tlie  States  tiiat  have  supplied  voluiucers, 
&c.,'be,  and  Ijie  same  are  heridiy,  extende'd  so  as  lo  embrace 
all  cases  of  expenses  heretol'or('  incurred  in  or^raniziiij.',  sub- 
sisting',and  Iraiisporliim  volunteers  previous  to  their  heiii^' 
mustered  and  received  into  the  United  States  service  fur 
llic  present  war,  whether  by  States,  counties,  rorpnralions. 
or  iniHriilunts,  eit/ter  acting  a-illi  or  without  llie  autlioril i/  of 
anil  Slate:  Proriilnl,  hoivceer,  'J'hal  proof  shall  bo  made 
to 'the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  amount 
til  us  expended,  and  that  the  same  was  necessary  and  proper 
for  the  troops  afoicsald." 

Sweeping  and  conclusive  as  was  the  general 
scope  of  this  resolution,  the  simple  proviso  re- 
quiring satisfactory  proof  that  the  expenditures 
were  "  necessary  and  proper  for  the  troops  afore- 
said, "opera  ted  as  a  bar  lo  the  payment  of  certain 
classes  of  claims.  The  audiling  bureaus  under 
the  strict  scrutiny  applii'd  liy  them,  held  a  con- 
siderable amount  susfieiKled  for  three  or  four 
years,  until  finally  in  1852  Congress  again  came 
to  liie  relief  of  ilio  Slates  by  declaring  that  their 
accounts  .should  be  allowed  ^'  as  presenUd."  This 
legislation  is  contained  in  the  leiiih  section  of  the 
Army  appropriation  bill,  approved  August  31, 
1852,  as  follows:  <• 

"Jlnil  tn:  U  further  enarl.cd,i\-c..'i'h:ti  there  be  approprialr'd 
QH  aforesaid  for  reluiidlng  to  llie  Slate  of  .Mie|ii:;an  Ihe 
amount  advanced  by  said  State:  in  oryaiiiziiif;.  suli^istins, 
ond  iransportin?  vidunleers  previous  id  iheu  lu'lni;  inus- 
fered  Into  the  United  Slat<^H  service  during;  the  laU'  war  with 
Mexico,  .S'.iUjOOt),  vvliicli  said  sum  or  so  iriiieh  ihireof  as 
aiinll  be  necessary  to  pay  and  eanecl  the  ejaini  Disaid  Slate 
nj  jircsenlcd,  and  now  on  file  in  the  ollice  of  the  'I'hird  Aud- 
ilor  of  the  Treasury  Deparlment,  shall  be  paid  by  Ihe  Sec- 
retary ol  the  Treasury  to  ibeGDVernor  or  other  |iro|ier  olli 
cer  of  Ihc  said  Slate  of  ,Mi<-lii[;an  :  I'roridcd,  That  Ihesnine 
principles  be  applied  in  tin:  selllemiiit  of  ihe  olainis  of  Ihe 
Stale  of  Alabama  and  all  oihcr  Slales  lor  money  advanced 
In  raising,  subsisting,  aiul  transporting  troops  lor  llie  Mexi- 
can war." 

In  one  of  the  instances  which  I  have  cited  the 
clnims  of  States  were  paid  by  substituting  United 
StntcH  bonds  for  cin-tificati's  of  local  indebtedui'ss. 
The  bill  wliie.h  I  havi;  Hulnnitlcd  (u-ojiosck  a  simi- 


lar plan  at  this  time,  so  that  its  adoption  involves 
no  danger  of  an  expanded  circulation.  It  neither 
adds  to  the  currency  by  an  issue  of  legal-tender 
notes,  nor  does  it  increase  the  bonded  debt  of  the 
love,!  States.  It  simply  changes  the  form  of  the 
laiiir  from  a  local  and  diverse  to  a  general  and 
uniform  series  of  obligations. 

Thus  we  find  the  precedents  are  ample,  broad, 
and  conclusive.  In  the  three  wars  in  which  our 
country  has  been  engaged  the  policy  of  refunding 
to  the  States  all  their  contribulions  to  the  common 
cause  has  been  uniformly  and  rigidly  followed  by 
Congress.  It  was  so  in  our  first  war,  which  was 
a  struggle  for  independence;  it  was  so  in  our  sec- 
ond war,  which  was  waged  for  maritime  rights 
and  for  national  dignity;  it  was  so  in  our  third 
war,  which,  in  its  spirit  and  in  its  results,  was 
mainly  a  war  of  conquest.  We  are  now  engaged 
in  war  for  the  fourth  time,  and  the  struggle  is  for 
national  unity  and  self-preservation.  Instead  of 
narrowing  these  precedents  left  us  by  former 
wars,  every  consideration  of  justice  and  equity 
requires  that  we  should  give  thein  their  widest 
aiiiilication  in  the  present  instance.  If  it  were 
just  to  refund  theexpenditures  heretofore  made  in 
a  common  cause,  it  is  so  now  in  a  ratio  enhanced 
iiy  the  magnitude  of  the  issues  involved  in  the 
[lending  contest. 

OUR  ABILITY  TO  REFUND  THE  WAR  EXPENDITURES 
OF  STATES  FKOM  THE  COMMON  TREASURY  OF 
THE  NATIO.N'. 

In  one  aspect  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  argue 
this  queslion,  for  the  simple  reason,  as  already 
suggested,  that  if  we  are  not  able  to  carry  the  war 
debts  of  the  States  as  a  common  charge  upon  the 
nation ,  we  are  not  able  to  carry  them  where  they 
are  now  placed.  The  refunding  policy  which  I 
have  proposed  neither  adds  to  nor  subtracts  from 
the  debt  of  the  loyal  people  who  are  now  strug- 
gling for  the  Union  and  for  nationality.  It  sim- 
ply equalizes  the  burden  and  places  it  impartially 
on  ihe  shoulders  of  those  who  are  to  be  benefited 
•  by  the  victorious  issue  of  the  war,  for  the  sup- 
portof  which  the  State  debts  have  been  contracted. 

The  real  question  of  interest  in  this  connection 
is  whether  we  are  able  as  a  nation  to  sustain  the 
entire  debt  which  the  close  of  the  war  will  leave 
upon  us  without  oppressively  burdening  the  busi- 
ness and  crippling  the  energies  of  the  jieople?  I 
propose  to  show  by  some  simple  facts  and  figures 
that  we  arc  abundantly  equal  to  the  great  trial, 
and  that  in  bearing  it  we  are  assuming  far  less 
responsibility  in  iiroportion  to  wealth,  popula- 
tion, and  prospective  development,  than  has  been 
successfully  and  triuinphanily  assumed  in  the 
fiast  by  another  great  nation,  and  even  by  our- 
selves at  the  organization  of  the  Government. 

In  estimating  the  debt  with  which  we  are  to  be 
incumbered  it  is  not  wise,  in  my  judgment,  to 
adopt  a  too  sanguine  anticipation  of  the  speedy 
close  of  the  war.  Very  many  gentlemen,  whose 
opinions  the  public  are  accustomed  to  respect, pre- 
dict the  entire  suppression  of  the  rebellion  within 
the  ensuing  summer.  For  myself,  I  cannot  in- 
dulge in  so  pleasing  a  prospect.  Whatever  false 
reckonings  we  may  have  made  in  the  past  in  regard 
to  the  siioitness  of  the  war,  1  have  latterly  been  of 
those  who  believe  that  the  leading  conspirators  of 
the  South  intend  at  all  events  to  prolong  the  strug- 
gle until  the  contest  for  the  Presidency  is  ended. 
They  inive  a  liope — baseless  enough  it  seems  to 
us — tlfat  in  some  way  ihcy  are  lobe  benefited  by 
the  result  of  that  eleclion,  and  hence  they  will 
hold  out  until  it  is  decided,  and  with  a  vi«w,  in- 
deed, of  affecting  its  decision.  Let  us  they,  not 
deceive  ourselves  with  regard  lo  the  speedy  re- 
duction of  I  he  enormous  expenditures  to  which  we 
are  now  subjected.  It  is  wiser  for  us  to  look 
soberly  at  facts  as  they  are  and  not  beguile  our- 
selves with  rose-colored  views  of  ficis  as  we  wish 
they  might  be.  Let  us  make  our  calculations  in 
regard  to  the  national  debt  therefore  on  the  as- 
sumfition  that  the  war  will  last  until  July,  1865, 
instead  of  closing  in  July,  1864,  as  has  been  so 
confidently  assumed  by  many.  Should  it  come 
to  a  tin-mination  earlier,  our  error  will  be  the 
happiest  feature  in  our  enliri;  calculatimi. 

Ilerelofore  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of 
(he  Treasury  in  regard  lo  the  amount  of  the  na- 
tional debt  ai  any  given  period  have  proved  ns- 
lonishingly  accurate.  And  the  safest  feature  of 
his  estimates  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  he  has  in  no 
instance  understated  the  |irospcclivc  amount  of  in- 


debtedness as  actually  ascertained  when  the  day 
for  which  the  estimate  was  made  had  arrived. 
For  instance,  in  December,  18G2,  the  Secretary 
slated  that  the  debt  July  1,  1863,  would  be 
$1,122,297,403  24.  In  fact  when  the  time  arrived 
the  debt  had  only  reached  §1,098,793,181  37,  or 
some  twenty-fiur  millions  less  than  Mr.  Chase 
estimated.  With  fuller  data  for  reckoning  than 
v^hen  he  made  the  calculation  just  referred  to, 
the  Secretary  now  estimates  that  if  the  war  shall 
continue  so  long,  at  its  current  rale  of  cost,  our 
debt  in  July,  1865,  will  reach  the  large  sum  of 
$2,231,935,190  37.  To  this  vast  sum  let  us  add 
$150,000,000  to  be  incurred  by  refunding  to  Slates 
as  proposed  in  the  measure  I  am  advocating,  and 
$150,000,000  more  to  coverunforeseen  expenses  in 
closing  up  thegreat  contest,  and  you  have  a  grand 
total  fl^f  $2,500,000,000,  the  annual  interest  and 
ultimate  redemption  of  which  must  be  provided 
for  by  the  nation.  Besides  contracting  this  enor- 
mous debt,  we  shall  have  expended  all  the  current 
receipt^  of  the  Treasury  in  conducting  the  war, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate,  for  the  four  years,  to 
more  than  five  hundred  millions,  making  thus  a 
gross  outlay  of  over  three  thousand  millions  as 
the  cost  of  subduing  the  rebellion — an  expendi- 
ture of  $2,000,000  per  day  from  the  inception  to 
the  close  of  the  contest. 

Let  us  see  how,  by  the  experience  of  our  own 
country  in  a  former  generation,  as  well  as  by  the 
experience  of  anothergreat  people,  we  may  hope 
to  meet  this  burden  with  confidence  and  courage, 
bearing  it  without  oppression  when  it  is  heaviest 
and  coming  in  good  seasoti  toils  total  discharge, 
or  by  attainment  of  superior  strength  making  it 
so  light  as  to  be  practically  disregarded. 

At  the  organization  of  our  Government  in  1789 
the  entire  population,  hce  and  slave,  was  under 
four  millions,  scattered  along  the  seaboard  from 
the  St.  Croix  to  the  St.  Mary's,  not  fifty  thou- 
sand in  all  living  one  hundred  miles  distant  from 
the  flow  of  the  Atlantic  tide.  Facilities  for  inter- 
communication were  greatly  restricted,  manufac- 
tures and  the  arts  were  in  feeble  infancy,  agri- 
culture was  rude  and  not  highly  remunerative, 
because  commerce,  its  handmaid,  was  languish- 
ing and  wailing  to  be  quickened  to  enterprise  and 
vigor.  The  entire  valuation  of  the  thirteen  States, 
according  to  the  weight  of  authority,  did  not  ex- 
ceed six  hundred  million  dollars,  three  hundred 
millions  less  than  the  valuation  of  Massachusetts 
to-day,  and  not  one  half  so  great  as  that  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Property  at  that  lime  was  ill  adapted 
to  bear  taxation,  profits  were  small,  and  to  the 
political  cconinnist,  measuring  the  condition  and 
capacity  of  the  country,  it  seerned  utterly  unable 
to  carry  a  debt  of  any  considerable  magnitude. 
And  yet  our  ancestors  did  not  hesitate  to  assume 
the  burden  of  ninety  million  dollars,  more  than  one 
seventh  of  all  the  properly  they  owned.  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, who  was  the  most  distrustful  of  all  the 
statesmen  of  that  day  in  regard  to  the  ability  of 
the  nation  to  sustain  the  load,  was  yet  willing  to 
say  that  it  couhl  be  easily  borne  if  our  annual  in- 
crease of  population  and  profierty  could  maintain 
an  average  of  Jive  per  cent. — then  the  most  sanguine 
estimate  which  any  one  dared  to  place  on  the  fu- 
ture growth  of  the  country.  Had  we  realized  only 
the  ratio  of  increase  assumed  by  Mr.  Je'frerson, 
our  [lopulation  in  1860  would  have  been  some  fif- 
teen instead  of  thirty-one  millions,  and  our  wealth 
$2,700,000,000  instead  of$16,000,000,000.  Upon 
Mr.  Ji.fl'erson  's  assumed  basis  of  increase -the  debt 
would  never  have  been  oppressive,  but  upon  the 
rate  of  growth  actually  realized  the  country  paid 
the  interest  on  the  debt  and  accumulated  a  fund 
for  its  redemption  with  such  case  that  people 
never  felt  they  were  taxed.  And  yet  1  hope  to 
show  that  our  debt  at  the  close  of  this  war  will  be 
relatively  lighter  than  the  debt  which  our  revo- 
lutionary fathers  thus  assumed,  and  j)roceeded  so 
early  and  so  easily  to  dischargi". 

Look-  also  at  the  case  ofGreat  Britain.  At  the 
close  of  lieK  gigantic  struggle  with  Napoleon  in 
1815,  the  naiitnialdebl  of  that  kincdiun  amounted 
to  .^861,000,000  sterling,  or  $4,300,000,000,  and 
for  readier  c(un])arison  I  shall  speak  of  her  debt 
in  dollars  rather  than  in  pouinls.  Her  entire 
population  at  that  time  was  less  than  twenty  mil- 
lion, and  lli(!  valuation  of  all  her  properly  was 
about  nine  thou-sand  five  hundred  million  dollars. 
She  owetl,  indeed,  nearly  half  of  all  that  she  pos- 
sessed. Her  population, was  less  than  two  thii^ds 
of  what  ours  is  to-day.     Her  entire  property  waa 
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not.  tlii'ce  fifths  of  what  OLiis  was  bv  tln^rensuf?  of 
18C0,whih!  liei-  debt  was  ^1 ,800,000,000  jjreater 
tlian  our;;  will  be  in  July ,  1865.  And  in  contract- 
ing lli  is  chbl  she  was  com  pe lied  to  sell  Iiit  bonds  at 
the  most  enoi-mous  sacrifice.  From  1792  to  1815 
her  debt  was  increased  ^,000,000,000,  and  yet  in 
exchange  for  this  amount  ofbondsshc  received  in 
money  but  §1,730,000,000,  thus  submittini;  to  a 
discount  of  §1,270,000,000.  In  oth.er  words, 
England,  during  the  twenty-three  years  of  con- 
tinental war  only  realized  on  an  average  for  the 
whole  period  glOO  in  money  in  exchange  for  ^173 
of  her  bonds.  This,  be  it  remembered,  was  the 
average  for  the  whole  time.  As  the  contest  waxed 
desperate  her  sacrifices  became  desperate  in  pro- 
portion, and  the  monej'  which  enabled  her  to 
fight  the  decisive  campaign  of  Waterloo  was 
obtained  by  selling  her  bonds  to  tlie  European 
bankers  at  less  than  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar. 
Compared  with  this  our  sacrifices  on  ournational 
securities  thus  far  have  been  light,  not  averaging 
from  the  inception  of  the  war  to  the  present  day, 
with  all  elements  of  expenditure  fairly  estimated, 
more  than  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  percent., 
reckoned  on  the  gold  basis. 

To  meet  their  enormous  debt  the  British  peo- 
ple had  nothing  but  the  commercial  and  industrial 
resources  of  the  United  Kingdom,  whose  whole 
area  is  not  double  that  of  the  single  State  of  Mis- 
SiMiri.  They'  had  a  population  of  but  twenty 
million,  as  already  stated,  subject  to  no  increase 
from  imiviigiation,  and  growing  in  half  a  century 
no  more  than  v.'c  havti-added  duringthelastdecade. 
And  yet  on  this  restricted  area  the  enterprise  and 
energy  of  tlie  [jriiish  people  have  increased  their 
proper^Pntil  it  is  valued  at  p3,000,000,000;  and 
in  defiance  of  the  large  ex|ieiiiliture  resulting  from 
several  cosily  wars  since  1815,  they  have  actually 
reduced  their  debt  some  three  hundred  million 
dollars.  Their  steady  jHogress  in  wealth  under 
their  large  debt  is  compreliended  in  the  s'atemctit 
tliat  the  average  property  per  capita  in  1815  was 
less  than  five  hundi-ed  doJIars,  and  in  1861  about 
eleven  hundred  dollars.  In  1815  some  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  all  the  earnings  and  income  of 
the  jieople  was  absorbed  in  taxation,  and  in  1861 
less  than  ten  per  cent,  was  taken  for  the  sam<M)b- 
ject.  In  1815  the  proportion  of  taxes  per  head 
foi-  the  whole  people  exceeded  seventeen  dollars, 
and  in  1861  it  had  fallen'  below  ten  dollars. 

These-  brief  details  of  British  experience  sliow 
how  a  great  debt  without  being  aljsolutely  re- 
duced to  any  considerable  extent  becomes  rela- 
tively lighter  l)y  the  increased  capacity  to  bear  it. 
Tlie  wealtli  per  capita  of  the  entire  population  in 
aperiod  of  loriy-six  years  has  more  than  doubled  ; 
theaggiegaie  property  of  the  realm  has  more  than 
trebled;  and  all  this  on  a  fixed  area  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  square  miles  and  with 
a  population  increasing  at  the  slow  rate  of  only 
one  per  cent,  per  annum,  if  such  results  can  lie 
wrought  out  by  a  kindred  people  against  such 
obstacles  and  hinderances,  what  may  we  not  liope 
toacconijili.sh  (mde^r  the  auspicious  circumstances 
that  surround  our  ov/n  nation.' 

In  the  light  of  the  naiioiial  experiences  we  have 
been  glancing  at  wo  may  clearly  read  our  own 
"great  future.  It  is  not,  indeed,  a  matter  of  sur- 
mise or  specuh.live  query,  but  of  well-A)unded 
and  confiiienl^calculation — a  calculation  which, 
liowever  sanguine  it  be  made,  v.'ill  have  ils  only 
error  in  falling  short  of  results  aciually  to  be  re- 
alized. The  war  closing  in  July,  1865,  willleave 
Us  in  this  condition:  a  nation  numbering  some 
thirty-three  million  people,  owning  over  sixteen 
thousand  millions  of  property,  and  carrying  a 
debt  of  §2,500,000,000.  The  proportion  between 
debt  and  properly  will  be  just  about  the  same  that 
it  was  when  the  Union  wasfoimed,  wliile  the  ratio 
of  our  advance  and  the  largely  enhanced  produc- 
tiveness of  agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  com- 
mercial pursuits,  gives  the  |n-esenl  gi;iieration  an 
ndvantage  that  renders  it  far  less  burdensome  at 
the  very  outset.  And  if  the  revolutionary  debt 
became  in  a  very  brief  period  so  light  as  to  be  i\n- 
notici  d,  why  may  we  not,  with  a  vastly  accele- 
rated ratio  of  progress,  assume  a  similar  auspi- 
cious result,  with  regard  to  the  debt  we  arc  now 
contracting.'  Were  our  future  advance  in  wealth 
and  population  to  be  no  more  rapid  than  Great 
Britain's  has  been  srfice  1815,  we  should  at  the 
close  of  the  present  century  have  a  population  of 
forty-five  million  souls,  and  a  jiroperty  amount- 
ing to  $.50,000,000,000.  .Eveii  upon  this  ratio  of 


progress  our  entire  debt  would  cease  to  befeltas 
a  burden.  But  upon  the  increase  of  population 
and  development  of  wealth  to  be  so  assuredly  an- 
ticipated, the  deljt  would  be  so  small  in  compari- 
."5011  with  the  total  resources  of  the  nation  as  to 
become  alisolutely  inconsiderable.  Let  us  look 
at  the  figures. 

Accrirding  to  the  estimates  made  in  tlie  report 
of  the  eighth  census,  and  made  with  great  care  upon 
very  complete  data,  our  population  in  the  year 
1900  will  be  one  hundred  millions.  The  property 
of  I  he  country  during  the  last  decade  increased  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  per  cent.;  our  aggregate 
wealth  in  1850  being  a  trifle  over  §7,000,000,000, 
and  in  1860  exceeding  §16,000,000,000.  Some  of 
the  Statesexhibimfd  an  almost  fabulous  progress — 
Iowa,  the  highest  in  ratio,  gaining  nine  hundred 
and  forty-two  per  cent.,  or  nearly  one  hundred 
per  cent,  per  annum;  and  California,  not  far  be- 
hind her,  making  a  gain  of  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  piir  cent.;  the  average  of  all  the 
States  being,  as  1  ha  veal  ready  stated,  one  hundred 
an<l  twenty-six  percent.  The  aggregate  addition 
of  wealth  for  the  ten  years  was  thus  absolutely 
larger  than  all  that  had  been  accumulated  in  the 
country  from  llie  settlement  of  Jamestown  and 
Plymouth  down  to  the  year  1850.  Wi;  can 
hardly  hope  to  maintain  this  enormous  ratio  for 
each  successive  decaile,  but  il  is  assuming  very 
much  less  than  the  average  of  the  pasi,  would 
justify  to  say  that  our  property  will  increase  in 
double  the  ratio  of  our  population.  From  1790 
to  1860  our  population  increased  in  all  about 
sc;ven  hundred  per  cent.,  while  our  property  in- 
creased some  twenty-six  hundred  per  cent.,  thus 
showing  an  increase  of  property  nearly  fourfold 
greater  than  in  population.  A  population  of  one 
hundred  million  in  A.  D.  1900  implies  an  in- 
crease of  two  hundred  juul  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
census  of  1860.  Doubling  the  ratio  for  increase 
in  property  gives  us  a  gain  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty  per  cent.,  v/hich  would  give  a  total  valu- 
atie.n  at  the  time  specified  of  §85,000,000,000,  of 
which  vast  amount  our  estimated  national  debt 
would  constitute  only  the  trifling  )nM)portion 
of  three  per  cent.  1'he  enibarrassment  to  the 
country  under  such  circumstances  would  prove 
as  light  as  would  a  debt  of  §3,000  to  an  individ- 
ual who  had  an  otherv/ise  unincumbered  estate 
of  §100,000,  the  estate  all  the  while  receiving  a 
steady  increase  often  per  cent,  per  annum. 

All  that  1  have  said  has  been  based  on  the  sup- 
position of  the  debt  remaining  at  a  fixed  sum,  the 
country  simply  paying  the  interest.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  however,  it  is  perfectly  obviou.s  that  in 
the  [progress  and  [)rosperity  of  tlie  future  one  of 
our  first  acts  will  Lie  to  provide  for  the  gradual  but 
absolute  redemption  of  the  principal.  That  this 
will  be  consummated  without  oppressively  add- 
ing to  the  annual  burden  of  taxes  rnay  be  in- 
ferred with  certainty  from  a  slight  exainination 
of  our  capacity  to  make  increased  payments  pro- 
portioned to  our  increased  amount  of  consoli- 
dated wealth.  The  time  ofredemption  will  depend 
wholly  on  the  will  of  the  tax-payers;  but  it  is 
quite  evident  that  the  condition  of  the  country 
may  justify  its  being  done  as  rapidly  as  IVlr. 
Hamilton  proposed  to  redeem  the  debt  which 
he  funded  in  1790.  The  period  assigned  by  him 
was  thirty-five  years,  and  so  well  based  were 
his  cilculations  thai  the  entire  debt,  augmented 
largely  and  unexpectedly  as  ii  was  by  the  war  of 
1812,  was  ]mid  in  forty-four  years  from  the  dale 
of  funding,  and  in  1834  the  United  States  found 
itself  owing  but  §37,000. 

To  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  doubt  the 
future  progress  of  our  country  according  to  the 
ratio  assumed,  a  few  familiar  considerations  in  re- 
spect to  our  resources  may  be  recalled  with  ad- 
vantage. We  occupy  a  territory  at  least  three 
million  square  miles  in  extent;  within  a  fraciimi 
as  large  as  the  whole  of  Europe,  Our  habitable 
and  cultivable  area  is  indeed  larger  than  tliat  of 
all  Europe,  to  say  nothing  of  the  su|ierior  fertility 
and  general  productiveness  of  our  soil.  So  vast 
is  our  extent  that  though  we  may  glibly  repeat 
its  numerical  measure,  we  find  it  most  difficult  lo 
form  any  just  conception  of  it.  The  State  of 
Texas  alone  is  equal  in  size  to  the  empire  of 
France  and  the  Icingdoni  ofPorHigal  uniied;  and 
yet  thes(?  two  monarchies  support  a  population  of 
forty  millions,  while  Texas  ha.s  but  six  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants.  Or,  if  we  wish  for  a  coin- 
paiaiive   measure  neaicr  home,  let  me  stale  that 


the  area  of  Texas  is  greater  than  that  of  I  he  six 
New  England  Stales  togeiher  with  iS'ew  York 
and  New  Jersey  and  Pcnnsy  lv;uiia  and  Ohio  and 
Indiana  all  combined.  California,  the  sei'ond 
Slate  in  siz(^  is  equal  in  extent  lo  the  kingdom  of 
Spain  and  the  kingdom  of  Belghim  ii-gellier. 
Spain  and  Belgium  liave  twetity  niiiiion  people, 
while  California  has  nothalf  a  million.  And  we 
might  pursue  this  species  of  comparison  almost 
indefinitely,  clearly  showing  that  in  capacity  and 
tissured  destiny  our  individual  States,  if  peaceful 
and  uniied,  are  to  become  as  wealthy,  as  popu- 
lous, and  as  powerful  as  the  separate  great  na- 
tionsof  Europe.  Mere  territorial  extent  does  not 
of  course  imply  future  greatness,  though  itis  one 
great  requisite  to  it.  And  in  our  case  it  is  so  vast 
an  element  that  we  maybe  pardoned  for  dwelling 
on  it  with  emphasis  and  iteration.  The  land  that 
is  still  in  the  hands  of  our  Govei'nmont,  not  sold, 
nor  even  preempted,  amounts  to  a  thousand  mil- 
lion acres,  an  extent  of  territory  thirteen  times  as 
large  as  Great  Britain,  and  equal  in  area  to  all  the 
kingdoms  of  Eurojje,  with  Russia  and  Turkey 
alone  excepted. 

And  with  this  almost  limitless  expanse  of  ter- 
ritory we  have  associated  facilities  for  llie  acqui- 
sition and  consolidation  of  wealth,  varied,  mag- 
nific(nil,  and  immeasurable.  Our  agricultural 
resources,  bounteous  and  boundless  iiy  neaure, 
are,  by  the  application  of  mechanical  skill  and 
.labor-saving  machinery,  receiving  a  development 
each  decade  which  a  century  in  the  past  would 
have  failed  to  secure,  and  wliich  a  century  in  the 
future  will  place  beyond  all  present  power  of  com- 
pulation— giving  us  so  far  the  lead  in  the  produc- 
tion of  those  staple  articles  essential  to  life  and 
civilization  thai  we  become  the  arbiter  of  the 
world's  destiny  with  out  aiming  at  the  world's  em- 
pire. Tiie  single  State  of  Illinois  cultivated  to  its 
capacity  can  produce  as  large  a  crop  of  cereals  aa 
has  ever  been  grown'within  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  while  Texas,  if  peopled  but  half  as 
densely  as  Maryland  even,  could  give  an  annual 
return  of  cotton  larger  than  the  largest  that  has 
ever  been  grown  in  all  the  cotton  Slates  together. 
Our  facilities  tor  commerce  and  exchange,  both 
domestic  and  foreign,  who  shall  measure  them? 
By  ocean,  by  lake,  by  our  marvelous  and  unlim- 
ited flow  of  navig;ible  streams,  by  canal,  by  our 
network  of  railroads  more  than  thirty  thousand 
miles  in  extent,  greater  than  the  railroads  of  all 
Europe  and  all  the  world  besides,  these  give  us 
avenues  of  trade  and  channels  of  communicatioa 
both  natural  and  artificial  such  as  no  other  nation 
has  ever  enjoyed,  and  tending  to  the  produclioti 
of  wealth  with  a  j'a[)idity  not  to  be  measured  by 
any  standard  of  ihe  pa*t.  The  enormous  field 
for  manufacturing  industry  in  all  its  complex  and 
endless  variety,  vvilh  our  raw  mtilerial,  our  won- 
derful motive-power  botli  by  uati'r  and  steam, 
our  healthful  climate,  our  cheap  carriage,  our 
home  consdmption,  our  tureign  demand,  all  com- 
bining to  build  up  a  traffic  whose  niagiiitude  and 
whose  profit  will  in  no  long  period  surpass  the 
gigantic  industi-ial  system  of  Great  Britain,  where 
to-day  the  cunning  hands  of  ten  million  artisans 
accomplish,  with  mechanical  aid,  the  work  of  six 
hundred  million  men.  Our  mines  of  gold  and 
silver  and  iron  and  copperaiid  lead  and  coal,  witli 
their  untold  and  unimaginable  wealth  spread  over 
millions  of  acres  of  territory,  in  the  valley,  on  the 
mountain  side,along  rivers,  yielding  already  a  rich 
harvest,  and  destined  to  increase  a  ihousand  fold, 
until  their  evcry-day  treasures, 

"  Faiiiiliiir  {irciu  II, 
Sliall  rejilize  Orient';^  Ihlilcd  wcalili." 

These  are  the  greai  elements  of  material  prog- 
ress; and  ihey  comprehend  ihe  entire  circle  of 
liuman  enterprise — agriculture,  commerce,  mun- 
ufactures,  mining.  They  assure  to  iis  a  growth 
in  property  and  population  that  will  surpass  the 
mijst  sanguine  deductions  of  our  census  tables, 
framed  as  those  tables  are  upon  the  ratios  and  re- 
lations of  our  progress  in  the  past.  They  give 
into  our  hands,  under  the  blessing  of  Almighty 
God,  the  power  to  command  our  fate  as  a  nation. 
They  hold  out  lo  us  the  grandest  future  reserved 
for  any  people;  ami  with  this  promisi,-  iWey  loach 
us  Ihe  lesson  of  patience,  e.iid  make  confidence 
and  fortitude  a  duly.  —Willi  such  amplitude  and 
allluence  of  resources,  and  with  such  a  vast  stake 
at  issu(^,  we  .should  be  unworthy  ^^f  our  lineage 
and  our  inheritance  il'  w  r  lor  one  monienl  dia- 
truBtotl  our  ability  to  mamiain  oui\sel\eo  a  united 
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peoj)lo,    with  "one  country,  one   Constitution, 
one  ilesiiny." 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  detain 
the  coinmitu'e  but  for  a  few  monients.  I  do 
not  find  ii  necessary  to  op])ose  this  bill  because  I 
have  a  doubt  whetlier  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania 
was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  I  do  not  thiiilc  that  tlie  bill  should  be  op- 
posed on  any  such  ground  as  that.  Wliether  they 
were  tnustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  or  not,  they  were  in  that  service.  Tliey 
performed  most  important  duty  in  a  great  emer- 
gency and  at  a  time  when  there  was  no  opportu- 
nity to  be  luther  mustered  in  or  to  delay  An*  forms 
of  any  kind;  certainly  they  were  not  expected  to 
wail  for  such  formalities  when  the  enemy  was 
marchinj^  upon  her  soil.  There  is  a  debt  due 
from  ns  to  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  which  I  am 
not  going  to  oppose  upon  any  such  ground  as  that. 

I  sought  the  floor  a  moment  ago  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  was  enumerating 
the  States  that  he  was  willing  to  compensate  for 
services  on  these  sudden  calls,  to  inquire  why  he 
had  omitted  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  I  rec- 
ollect an  occasion  when  that  State  incurred  large 
expenditure  in  raising  troops  which  were  never 
mustered  into  the  service;  of  the  United  States  at 
all.  When  "  Stonewall"  Jackson  was  driving 
Banks  out  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  the  War 
Department  was  frightened,  they  telegraphed  to 
the  Governors  North  that  the  capital  was  in 
danger,  and  among  others  to  Governor  Andrew 
of  Massachusetts,  calling  on  that  State  for  all  the 
troops  she  could  spare.  This  was  midnight  Sun- 
day night.  The  bells  rang  in  Boston,  in  Nowbury- 
port,  in  Salem,  and  all  over  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  State,  and  next  day  at  noon  all  the  available 
force  was  upon  Boston  Common  ready  to  march 
to  the  rescue  of  this  imperiled  capital.  Some 
started  for  Washington,  some  got  as  far  as  Balti- 
more, some  got  as  far  as  Philadelfihia,  some  as 
far  as  New  York,  Ix^fore  the  fright  was  over.  The 
Secretary  of  Warlhcn  telcgraphi.'d  to  I  he  Govern- 
or to  stop  them.  They  never  reached  here,  and 
they  were  never  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  Stales.  Are  the  State  expenses  under  that 
call  not  to  be  paid  because  I  he  troops  were  not 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.' 
There  is  a  debt  siill  due  to  Massachusetts  for  that 
expenditure,  as  jutit  as  any  other  claim  which  that 
State  can  make,  or  which  Pennsylvania  or  any 
other  Slate  can  make.  The  Governorof  Massa- 
chusetts was  required  suddenly  to  furnish  these 
troops,  and  whether  they  were  mustered  in  or  not 
does  not  affect  the  justice  of  the  claim. 

lam  not  here  to  inquire-  whether  these  troops 
from  Pennsylvania  were  mustered  in  or  not,  nor 
am  1  here  as  a  Representative  from  Massachu- 
setts to  charge  against  Pennsylvania  tliat  she  has 
undertaken  to  drive  a  sharp  bargain  with  theGov- 
ernment  of  ihc  United  States  in  these  times;  that 
she  is  trying  to  overreach  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Uniti'd  States;  that  she  is  bringing  here  an 
unjust  and  exorbitant  claim,  a  groundless  claim. 
It  does  not  become  our  relations  as  sister  States 
to  stand  up  here  and  make  these  charges  against 
one  imother,  unless  there  is  good  ground  for  them. 

I  have  an  objection  to  this  bill;  but  it  does  not 
arise  from  the  nature  of  the  claim;  it  does  not 
arise  from  the  facts  which  have  been  stated.  The 
trouble  is  that  this  claim  has  not  been  allowed  at 
the  War  Department.  In  the  appro|)riatioi)  bill 
passed  March  .'},  1863,  is  this  provision,  which 
was  supposed  to  lie  broad  enough  to  cover  all  of 
these  claims.  Although  passed  before  this  raid, 
it  was  supposed  to  be  broad  enough  to  cover  and 
defray  the  expenses  incurred  in  raising,  equip- 
ping, and  supporting  minute  men  and  volunteers 
in  Pennsylvania  as  well  as  in  the  other  Slates  in- 
curred after  as  well  as  before  the  passage  of  the 
act.     This  is  tin;  provision: 

"To  (lefriiy  expenses  liieiirreil  Iti  r,iisiii<;,  i(|iiippiiig, 
Irnn-piirlatioii,  ami  KUli-ii-Jteiico  of  iiiintile  men  .iml  vuiuri- 
teers  in  rennsjivania,  IMaryl.uid,  Uliin,  Iniliniia,  .iiid  Ken- 
lucky,  to  rr\ir\  rrUr\  raids,  .5'fiO(),()(ll),  Id  lie  settled  upon  propiT 
voiielier-!  I')  lie  liled  and  pasM-il  npon  hy  llie  proper  ;ireoiiiit- 
Ing  officers  olllii!  'I'reasury  :  Proriilcil,  'I'iiat  in  detennin- 
IriK  liie  claims  iii  lie  allowed  under  lliis  act  tin;  same  prin 
ciplex,  rul*'-',  and  rejiilaiioMS  shall  l)e  oli.-<i;rviul  by  llie 
aceounliiiK  ollieers  in  andiliii;;  vaid  expi'nses  a.s  have  lieeii 
applied  to  tlie  elaims  allowed  to  Stales  under  llie  ai't  ap 
proviMJJnly  27, 1  HOI,  entitled  'An  aclloindenniiryllie  Slates 
lor  expen-es  incurred  by  tliiiii  in  del'eiiKU  ol  llie  United 
Btalea.'"  -.^ 

Now,  hen;  is  the  net  of  IHGl: 

"That  llie  Hficrelnry  of  lliu  Trcaiiiry  be,  ami  lie  lalicre- 


by,  directed,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  to  pay  to  the  Governor  of  any  Slate,  or 
to  his  duly  aiuhorizeil  agent,  the  costs,  charges,  and  ex- 
peiises  properly  incurred  hy  sueli  State  for  enrolling,  sub- 
sisting, clothing,  supplying,  arming,  equipping,  paying,  and 
transporting  its  troops  employed  in  aiding  to  suppress  the 
present  insurrection  against  the  United  States',  to  be  set- 
tle<l  upon  proper  vouchers,  to  be  filed  and  passed  upon  by 
the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury." 

Under  this  act  of  1861,  rules  and  regulations 
were  adopted  by  the  Department  governing  its 
accounting  officers  in  passing  upon  these  vouch- 
ers.    Two  of  these  rules  1  beg  leave  to  read: 

"1.  Accounts,  witli  vouchers,  for  all  expenditures  made 
must  be  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury,  by 
whom  they  will  be  referred  to  the  proper  accounting  officers 
for  investigation  and  settlement. 

"2.  It  is  only  for  e.xpenditures  on- account  of  troops, 
officers,  or  men  that  have  been,  or  may  be,  mustered  and 
received  into,  or  actually  employed  in,  the  service  of  the 
United  States  that  reimbursemi'nt  will  be  made.  Orgaiii- 
zutions  raised,  or  atlempted  to  be  raised,  but  not  mustered 
and  received  into  nor  actually  employed  in  the  service, 
will  not  be  recognized;  nor  will  any  reimbursement  be 
made  by  tlie  United  Stales  of  expenses  incurred  in  organ- 
izing, equipping,  and  maiiUaining  troops  for  Stale  purposes 
or  home  guard,  whetlier  called  out  by  State  or  other  local 
authority,  unless  such  troops  were  called  out  and  such  ex- 
penditures incurred  at  the  request  or  under  the  authority 
of  the  President  or  the  Secretary  of  War." 

I  understand  that  it  Wfw  decided  by  the  De- 
partment that  the  vouchers  presented  by  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  in  support  of  this  claim  did  not 
come  within  the  rule — not  that  there  was  any 
suspicion  cast  upon  the  claim  itself,  but  that  the 
vouchers  did  not  bring  it,  according  to  their  opin- 
ion, under  this  rule;  and  further,  tliat  it  did  not 
appear  to  the  De|)artmcnt  that  the  Slate  of  Penn- 
sylvania had  actually  paid  out  this  money  to  the 
citizens  or  institutions  who  had  furnished  it. 

On  this  ground  it  is  thai  the  claim  comes  be- 
fore Congress.  I  think  I  state  it  fairly  and  ac- 
curately. The  claim  was  not  paid  because  the 
vouchers  do  not  come  within  the  existing  rule. 
That  occurs  every  day. 

But  I  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  was  opposed 
to  the  passage  of  this  bill  for  quite  another  rea- 
son. It  is  tliis:  that  at  this  time,  in  the  great  de- 
pletion of  the  public  Treasury,  when  the  energies 
of  the  Government  are  employed  and  the  brain 
of  all  the  Executive  Departments,  and  the  wisdom 
of  Congress  is  taxed  to  its  utmost  to  supply  means 
for  the  present  pressing  demands  upon  the  Treas- 
ury, to  support  the  very  life  of  the  Government, 
we  present  hei-e  to-nighl  the  spectacle  of  States, 
represented  on  this  floor  to  the  number  often  or 
twelve,  in  a  scramble  as  to  who  shall  be  first  in 
drawing  out  of  the  Treasury  that  which  is  due  to 
them.  It  is  due  justly,  1  admit — due  as  much  as 
individual  claims  upon  the  Government,  or  any 
individual  claim  upon  another.  But  still  we  pre- 
sent the  lamentable  spectacle  of  the  States  rush- 
ing in  at  this  moment  upon  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  when  the  public  credit  is  shaking 
like  an  aspen  leaf,  when  the  Treasury  is  stagger- 
ing under  its  great  load,  making  haste  to  see 
which  of  them  shall  first  have  its  share.  I  know 
nothing  like  it,  except  the  action  of  the  drunken 
crew  of  a  ship  well-nigh  foundered  among  tlie 
breakers,  when  ihey  rush  in  upon  and  plunder 
the  butler's  room,  each  snatching  off  that  which 
he  can  first  seize  as  his  part  of  the  spoil  and  booty. 

In  saying  this,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  understand 
what  I  have  repeated,  that  it  is  no  reflection  upon 
any  claim  presented,  it  is  in  admitting  thatcvcry 
elaiin  is  just  and  fair  in  itself;  but  every  one  of  us 
must  also  admit  here  that  there  are  avast  number 
of  just  claims  pressing  upon  the  Government 
which  it  has  no  present  means  to  respond  to.  Of 
all  the  creditors  of  this  Government,  some  clam- 
oring for  pay,  some  perishing  for  the  want  of  it, 
some  who  have  wailed  longand  called  often,  some 
of  them  have  to  be  put  off  by  that  great  necessity 
which  overrides  all,  that  the  Government  must  be 
saved  whether  they  be  paid  or  not.  Our  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  in  New  York,  in  Boston, 
in  Philadelphia,  at  his  wits'  ends  for  raising  the 
means  for  the  daily  disbursements  of  the  Govern- 
ment. And  we  arc  here  re|)rcsenting  the  States 
who  have  also  claims  upon  the  Government,  and 
insisting  that  whatever  other  claims  there  may 
be,  wlialever  other  demands  there  may  be  on  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Slates  to  support  her  ar- 
mies in  the  field, and  tosupjiort  her  in  those  vasl 
expenditures  of  millionsa  day,  we  shall  have  our 
pay,  and  we  shall  have  it  first,  and  he  is  the  best 
who  shall  reach  the  Treasury  first — and  ihc  devil 
lake  the  hindiuosl. 


Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  submit  if  it  is  not  a 
lamentable  spectacle  to  the  country  to  behold  this 
evening's  proceedings  here — all  of  us  insisting  on 
it  that  we  shall  step  in  on  this  occasion.  Sir,  the 
States  that  incurred  expenditures  in  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain,  when  the  Government  had 
never  involved  itself  in  such  expenditures  and 
debts  as  it  does  now,  waited  for  years  after  peace 
before  they  got  their  claims  liquidated;  and  they 
wailed  for  years  after  the  accounts  were  adjusted 
at  the  Treasury  Depai'tment  before  appropriations 
were  made. 

Why,  sir,  the  State  of  Massachusetts  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  a  certified  statement 
of  the  sum  due  that  State  for  expenses  incurred 
during  ihe  last  war,  as  these  expenses  have  now 
been  incurred  by  Pennsylvania,  by  Ohio,  by  Ma- 
ryland, by  Massachusetts,  and  other  Slates,  and 
yet  she  rested  for  forty  long  years  with  her  ac- 
counts adjusted  and  certified  ns  due  before  she 
was  paid  by  an  appropriation  from  the  national 
Treasury,  and  that  without  interest.  She  waited 
from  1815  down  to  1860  before  that  appropriation 
was  made.  And  yet  there  was  never  a  suspicion 
of  injustice  or  fraud  attached  to  her  claim. 

But,  sir,  my  friend  from  Maine  [Mr.  Blaine] 
has  introduced  a  grand  and  beautiful  scheme  for 
funding  these  debts,  quoting  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton's authority  on  that  subject,  and  he  fears  these 
States  will  go  to  destruction  unless  we  make  haste 
and  lake  off  the  burdens  of  these  debts  from  them. 
He  fears  that  unless  that  is  done,  the  citizens  of 
these  Slates  will  flee  from  them  to  the  rebellious 
South  in  order  to  avoid  taxation. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  This  is  not  the'first  time  my 
amendment  has  been  referred  to.  I  a^iH|^e  gen- 
tleman to  allow  me  now  to  interrupt  nfm  long 
enough  to  state  precisely  the  point,  for  I  regard 
it  as  one  of  importance.  I  stated  this,  that  wlien 
the  Government  was  reestablished  and  the  rebel- 
lious States  had  returned  to  theirloyally, that  when 
thirty  or  forty  new  States  had  grown  up  out  of 
our  domain, we  should  then  witness  the  anomalous 
and  unjust  spectacle  of  the  people  of  the  loyal 
Slates  going  South,  and  going  into  these  new- 
born States  in  order  to  escape  the  taxation  that 
would  result  by  allowing  these  immense  debts  to 
remain  upon  the  now  loyal  Slates.  Now  I  ask 
if  the  gentleman  has  given  a  fair  interpretation  to 
what  I  said  when  he  remarked  that  1  was  afraid 
these  people  would  run  off  into  the  rebellious 
States.'  If  the  gentleman  will  take  my  amend- 
ment and  read  it,  he  will  see  that  it  is  not  sus- 
ceptible of  his  interpretation.  From  the  whole- 
sale character  of  his  remarks  1  do  not  think  he 
did  understand  the  amendment,  and  from  the  lone 
of  scolding  which  he  is  very  much  in  the  habit  of 
toward  everybody  who  does  not  exactly  gee  with 
his  understanding,  I  very  much  doubt  if  ii  would 
treat  it  fairly  if  he  did  understand  it.    [Laughter.] 

My  amendment  only  provides  that  a  final  re- 
port shall  be  made  to  Congress  by  a  year  from 
next  December. 

Mr.  DAWES.  This  is  the  first  time  lever  heard 
that  1  insisted  upon  controlling  other  people's 
votes. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  Not  at  all,  I  said  the  gentle- 
man was  in  the  habit  of  indulging  in  a  tone  of 
scold.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  DAWES.  Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  1  may 
be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  manner  in  which  I 
was  brought  up,  protesting  all  the  lime  that  I 
never  scold  anybody,  however  1  may  appear  to 
do  so,  I  will  make  one  other  remark. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question.' 

Mr.  DAWES.  Nolat  all;  Icannotallowany 
of  this  side-play.  Now,  if  the  gentleman  from  M 
Maine  has,  upon  a  question  whether  we  shall  " 
pay  Pennsylvania  :jji600,000,  inlroduced  a  scheme 
to  be  inaugurated  after  peace  shall  be  restored 
and  the  rebellious  Slates  brought  back  into  the 
Union;  after  they  shall  be  reorganized  in  all  the 
glory  of  free  States,  inviting  immigration  from 
the  North,  I  still  do  not  eniirely  understand  it. 
I  can,  however,  see  the  pertinency  of  his  intro- 
ducing Alexander  Hamilton,  whose  great  fortt 
was  this  funding  system  which  he  inanguraied 
five  or  si.x  years  alter  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
had  ceased.  The  gentleman. 's  plan  reminds  me 
very  much  of  the  lady  in  the  play,  who  bought  a 
door-plate  with  the  name  of  Thompson  on  it, 
which  she  e.xplaincd  by  saying,  that  it  migiit  so 
hap[>cn  lliut   iihe   uliould  gel  married,  ihut  she 
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might  liave  a  (laughter  who  might  marry  a  man 
of  the  name  of  Tliom|>son,and  he  might  spell  his 
name  with  a  p,  and  tiiey  might  keep  liouse  and 
want  a  door-plate,  and  then  liow  handy  it  would 
be  to  have  it  in   the  house.      [Laughter.] 

Now,  sir,  we  have  been  told  a  great  many  times 
in  the  course  of  this  session  thai  this  Government 
has  already  as  much  upon  its  slioulders  as  it  can 
conveniently  carry  along  just  now.  If  this  claim 
of  Pennsylvania  is  allowed  there  is  no  reason  vvliy 
similar  claims  of  other  States  should  notalso  be  al- 
lowed; and  I  really  think  tliatPennsylvania,Ohio, 
Maryland,  and  Massachusetts  can  afford  to  set  an 
example  to  the  other  creditors  of  the  Government 
of  waiting — a  patriotic  example  of  waiting  until 
that  time  shall  come  when,  by  a  system  of  fund- 
ing, which  my  friend  from  Maine  will  then  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  elaborate  more  clearly  and 
deliberate  upon  more  calmly  and  good-naturedly 
than  he  has  been  able  to  do  to-night — then,  at 
fsome  time  in  the  future,  when  we  shall  have 
brought  the  ship  out  from  among  these  breakers, 
then  Pennsylvania  may  come  up  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  and  say  that  we  have  recog- 
nized the  justice  of  her  claim,  but  not  being  able 
to  pay  it,  she  has  waited  until  the  great  trouble 
was  over,  and  now  demands  that  her  claim  shall 
be  anditeti  and  settled  by  the  Treasury;  that  there 
were  claims  upon  you,  that  the. rebels  liad  drawn 
so  largely  upon  your  life-blood  and  upon  your  re- 
sources that  there  was  ■nothing  left  for  you  but  to 
husband  them  all  for  the  support  of  your  armies 
in  the  field  and  your  navy  upon  the  sea;  and  that 
she,  recognizing  this,  the  Keystone  State  of  this 
great  arch,  would  set  an  example  to  all  the  States 
of  waiting  till  a  more  desirable  season. 

1  say  nothing  in  disparagement  ofahe  claim. 
What  I  have  said  has  been  said  in  justification  of 
it,  for  1  see  very  plainly  how  it  can  have  arisen 
in  great  justice, and  how  it  can  lack  the  vouchers 
which  the  stringent  rules  of  the  Treasury  have 
required,  and  1  know  that  there  are  other  claims 
situated  exactly  like  this.  But  I  submit  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  to  all  the  States,  that  we  had  better 
not  spend  our  time,  much  less  had  we  better 
divert  (he  ^5,000, 000  embraced  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  at  this  critical 
period,  when  there  are  other  demands  pressing 
upon  us  of  far  greater  importance. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  had  hoped 
that  when  the  consideration  of  this  subject  should 
be  resumed  it  would  be  approached  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent spiiit,  and  be  met  with  much  more  firmtiess 
than  seems  to  have  characterized  the  remarks  of 
gentlemen  who  have  discussed  it  liiis  evening.  I 
am  unwilling,  sir,  that  the  delegation  from  the 
Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
should  be  left  without  an  unqualified  and  candid 
enunciation  of  their  position  upon  this  question. 
I  liad  supposed  that  when  this  proposition  was 
announced  by  my  honorable  and  venerable  col- 
league upon  the  other  side  of  the  House,  [Mr. 
Stevens,]  as  an  appropriation  asked  for  and  rec- 
ommended upon  the  basis  of  adjusted  accounts, 
and  adjusted  in  accordance  with  the  plain  require- 
ments of  law,  it  would  come  upon  this  floor  not 
to  be  met  by  what  seems  to  be  jealousy  unbe- 
coming the  slate  of  the  country  and  a  delibera- 
tive body. 

And  at  this  point,  sir,  I  may  revert  to  the  dis- 
cussion which  took  place  when  this  proposition 
was  fiisl  made  upon  this  floor.  It  was  then 
brought  in  contact  with  prejudices  which  were 
built  upon  arguments,  suggestions,  and  innuen- 
does which  were  unworthy  of  the  Ptcpre.sentatives 
of  the  great  State  of  New  York,  or  of  that  lesser 
luminary,  the  State  of  Iowa.  Sir,  Pennsylvania, 
the  Keystone  State,  asks  no  defender  so  long  as 
shecan  so  proudly  pointto  herown  bright  records. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  case.'  We  were  in- 
formed that  in  that  critical  hour  in  the  history  of 
this  Republic  when  not  only  the  soil  of  Pennsyl- 
vania was  threatened  with  invasion,  but  when 
■the  Republic  itself  by  that  act  was  threatened, 
there  came  forward  troops  from  the  gallant  States 
of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  for  what  purpose? 
To  do  that  which  they  have  intimated  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania  were  not  willing  to  do  for  them- 
selves. Sir,  I  hurl  back  with  scorn  upon  the 
men  who  have  made  or  may  make  it,  every  such 
insinuation.  Sir,  at  that  very  hour  the  old  Key- 
stone State  had  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  of  tier  sons  in  the  field,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  r>roicciirig  her  own  I'orders  and  her  owii 


people,  but  for  the  purpose  of  defending,  uphold- 
ing, and  perpetuating  this  Government. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  in  this  connection  that 
Pennsylvania,  perhaps  for  the  first  time  in  her 
history , found  herself  in  a  very  |)eculiar  position. 
The  breaking  out  of  this  rebellion,  the  very  in- 
cipiency  of  this  war,  swallowed  up  her  entire 
'military  organization.  We  had  not  the  skeleton 
of  a  militia  system  left  in  the  State,  except  per- 
haps thehome  organization. existing  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  Hence  it  was  that  the  people  of 
our  State  had  nothing  to  rely  upon,  had  nothing 
to  wait  for,  had  nothing  to  listen  to  but  the  voice 
of  their  Executive,  their  commander-in-chief  of 
the  State  forces.  They  waited  for  the  proclama- 
tion which  should  advise  them  of  the  emergency 
which  called  upon  them  to  take  their  lives  in  their 
hands  and  go  upon  the  borders  and  over  the 
borders  to  defend  their  soil  and  their  firesides. 

For  reasons  which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to 
explain,  that  proclamation  was  tardy  in  making 
its  apjiearance.  I  happen  to  know  from  my  own 
personal  knowledge  that  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  long  since  learned  to  mistrust  the  in- 
telligence received  over  telegraphic  wires,  not- 
withstanding all  the  intimations  they  had  of  the 
dangers  threatening  them,  waited  to  be  told  by  the 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania  that  the  emergency 
was  such  as  required  their  prompt  and  immediate 
action.  Hence  it  is  that  it  was  in  the  mouth  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fernando 
Wood,]  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa, 
[Mr.  Kasson,]  hereupon  this  floor,  in  this  high 
place,  to  taunt  that  great  old  Keystone  State,  the 
State  wherein  was  framed  and  signed  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  a  soil  laved  by  the  waters 
of  the  Delaware,  and  which  can  boast  the  hal- 
lowed grounds  of  Germantown  and  Brandy  wine; 
yes,  and  of  a  later  dale,  that  great  cemetery  of 
heroic  dead,  Gettysburg — I  say  hence  it  was  that 
these  gentlemen  dared  to  insinuate  that  the  peo- 
ple of  that  great  State  are  degenerate  sons  of 
worthy  sires.  But  it  is  false,  sir.  The  people  of 
that  Slate  have  never  been  slow  to  do  their  duty; 
they  have  done  it  in  the  entire  history  of  the  Re- 
public, and  especially  have  they  done  so  in  the 
great  calamity  now  upon  the  country,  with  men 
and  with  means.  Fathers,  mothers,  husbands, 
wives,  and  children,  have  all  come  up  to  their 
duty,  and  have  failed  in  no  particular. 

Now,  sir,  it  has  been  suggested  by  my  friend 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Elaine]  that  the  payment  of 
these  claims  should  be  placed  in  the  shape  of  an 
indorsement,  to  be  realized  some  lime  in  the  fu- 
ture, no  man  knows  when,  for  the  reason  that 
he  li.is  left  it  upon  contingencies  that  make  it  so 
indefinite  that  I  should  hesitate  long  before  I 
should,  as  a  business  man,  negotiate  any  such 
paper. 

The  old  rule  that  used  to  be  universally  ac- 
knowledged and  acted  upon  was,  Leges  vigilan- 
libus,  noil  dormientibus.  But  tiow  it  is  suggested 
that  because  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania  has  been 
quick  to  clothe  herself  with  the  rights  which  she 
finds  upon  the  face  of  the  law  itself,  she  has  man- 
ifested an  undue  alacrity  unbecoming  her  dignity 
as  one  of  the  first  States  of  this  Union.  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  cannot  see  the  force  of  any  such  ar- 
gument. I  would  ask  tny  honorable  and  very 
candid  friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes] 
whether  there  are  any  unadjusted  accounts  be- 
tween the  State  of  Massachusetts  and  the  United 
States  Government;  whether  he  is  on  the  one  side 
or  the  other  of  the  difficulty  now  pending  in  this 
House;  whether  he  has  been  free  to  make  use  of 
the  arguments  which  he  has  advanced  because  his 
Stale  is  out,  orwheiher  it  is  because  his  State  does 
not  happen  to  be  in ? 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  understand  the  gentle- 
man 's  question. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  asked  the 
simple  question  whether  there  are  any  unadjusted 
accounts  of  a  character  similar  to  these  between 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  and  the  United  States 
Governmentr 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  havealready 
referred  to  the  fact  that  accounts  for  expenditures 
incurretl  l)y  the  State  of  Massachusetts  under  pre- 
cisely similar  ciicumstaiiccs  to  these  stand  unad- 
justed and  in  precisely  the  sat>ic  way.  The 
General  Government  is  largely  indebted  to  Mas- 
sachusetts. I  do  not  assume  for  Massachusetts 
any  superiority  in  this  matter, orany  forbearance 
in  jiroBccuting  her  claims.     1  presume  she  would 


be  as  anxious  and  would  press  her  claims  as  much 
as  Pennsylvania.  1  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Mas- 
sachusetts would  stand  off  under  these  circum- 
stances. I  have  no  doubt  she  would  press  on  as 
hard  as  Pennsylvania.  I  only  submit  that  we 
ought  all)  under  these  circumstances,  to  be  back- 
ward in  pressing  our  claims  when  all  cannot  be 
paid. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  It  strikes  me 
that  the  argument  of  my  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts is  one  that  makes  concessions  which  are  cal- 
culated to  create  an  impression  throughout  the 
country  which  will  do  injury,  and  that  of  a  se- 
rious character,  to  our  cause.  It  very  nearly  ap- 
proaches the  admission  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Spalding,]  who,  when  this  question 
was  under  discussion  before,  got  up  in  his  place 
and  appealed  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  asking  him  whether  he  did 
not  know  that  this  Government  was  on  the  very 
verge  of  bankruptcy;  and  that,  too,  as  an  argu- 
ment against  the  very  measure  under  considera- 
tion. 

Sir,  I  do  not  believe  any  such  thing.  I  will 
accept  the  argument  of  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side  of  this  House,  that  the  debt  of  this  country 
is,  perhaps,  in  the  future  not  the  greatest  of  its 
troubles.  I  will  accept  the  suggestion  of  gentle- 
men upon  the  other  side  of  this  House  when  they 
urge  upon  me  the  resources,  the  inexhaustible  re- 
sources of  this  country.  I  will  believe  that  this 
Government  is  not  insolvent  in  the  future,  and 
that  we  are  not  prepared  here  to-day  to  postpone 
the  payment  of  just  debts,  those  recognized  by 
law  and  adjusted  by  law,  to  a  period  in  the  future 
so  indefinite  that  neither  the  hand  n-or  the  imagina- 
tion of  man  can  reach  it. 

Now,  sir,  1  have  but  one  other  suggestion  to 
make  in  defense  of  the  Slate  which  I  love,  the 
people  whom  I  admire,  and  who  are  entitled  to 
the  consideration  and  gratitude  of  all  loyal,  true, 
and  patriotic  men  in  the  nation.  It  is  this:  that 
no  matter  what  may  be  said  in  depreciation  of  the 
services  of  those  who  came  from  Pennsylvania  to 
the  rescue  of  the  Government,  ihey  dicl  come  in 
good  tiine,  and  were  substantially  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  Government. 

It  is  claimed  that  those  who  came  from  the 
States  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  came  there 
to  protect  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Conced- 
ing, with  all  the  magnanimity  of  which  I  am 
capable,  the  patriotism  and  unselfishness  of  those 
who  responded  to  the  call  for  the  defense  of  the 
country,  I  must  say  in  that  connection  that  both 
New  York  and  New  Jersey  were  simply  defend- 
ing theiTiselves  when  they  defended  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  If  General  Lee  and  his  army  had 
penetrated  to  the  very  heart  of  the  Slate  of  Penn- 
sylvania— and  they  were  within  but  a  very  few 
miles  of  its  capital — had  they  not  been  stayed 
there,  the  seat  of  war  would  have  been  transferred 
to  the  borders  of  the  Slates  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  and  hence  1  argue  that  it  is  a  very 
narrow  view  to  lake  of  this  question  to  say  that 
those  who  participated  in  the  dischaige  of  that 
patriotic  duty  were  simply  performing  a  local  of- 
fice and  were  not  in  arms  for  the  defense  of  the 
Governmental  large. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  not  the  hour  when  a 
proposition  of  this  kind  should  excite  local  jeal- 
ousies of  the  descri[)tion  we  have  witnessed  here 
and  which  have  perfectly  amazed  me.  Has  it 
come  to  this,  that  the  members  of  this  House 
cannot  trust  one  another  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
permit  these  propositions  to  come  up  in  the  usual 
order,  to  be  passed  upon  in  accordance  with  that 
spirit  of  justice  which  ought  to  have  a  home  in 
this  House?  Are  they  afraid  to  meet  this  ques- 
tion and  do  justice  to  a  patriotic  sister  Slate  un- 
less they  do  it  in  accordance  with  the  log-rolling 
system  so  dangerous  in  legislation,  that  "  if  you 
will  vote  for  my  proposition,  I  will  vote  for 
yours,"  OT  vice  versa? 

I  confess,  sir,  that  up  to  this  moment  no  such 
sentiment,  no  such  feeling,  no  such  animus,  has 
found  a  place  in  my  breast;  and  so  long  as  I  re- 
main a  member  of  this  body  I  know  it  never  can. 
1  am  willing  to  take  up  propositions  of  a  similar 
character  that  may  be  submitted,  vo  mutter  where 
they  come  from,  and  vote  upon  them  promptly, 
fairly,  and  heartily.  It  is  not  worthy  ol  this  body 
to  hesitate,  to  delay  action,  with  regard  to  this 
just  claim,  simply  because  it  comes  here  solitary 
and  alone,  and  because  mcinbtrs  may  not  know 
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what  will  become  of  otlier  propositions  of  a  like 
nature  that  mny  follow  it. 

Tli'>  Ri>piesi'ntalivrs  from  Pennsylvania  upon 
this  floor  would  dis:)ppoint  and  outrage  the  con- 
fidence of  their  constituents  if  they  would  hesi- 
tate to  deal  generously  and  promptly  with  other 
States  undiT  similar  eirrumstances. 

Mr.  FAll.\SWORTH.  Will  the  gentlctnan 
yield  to  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise? 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Certainly. 
I  move  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  That  can- 
not be  done  while  ainondmcnts  ore  pending  un- 
disposed of.  I  move  that  the  committee  do  now 
rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  commiltec  accordingly  rose;  and  Mr.  Rol- 
lins, of  New  l]am|)shire,  liaving  taken  the  chair 
as  Speaker  pro  tempore,  Mr.  Pomeroy  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  ot 
the  Union  had  had  under  consideration  the  Union 
generally,  and  particularly  House  bill  No.  117, 
and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FARNSWORTH, 
(at  ten  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  Jlpril  22,  1864. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Adams,  of  Connecticut. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

TETITIONS  AND    MEMOKIALS. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Rutland 
and  Washington  and  Troy  and  Rutland  Railroad 
Companies,  remonstrating  against  the  extension 
of  the  Goodyear  patent  for  the  manufacture  of 
vulcanized  India  rubber;  which  wan  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  a  committee 
of  a  convention  of  wool-growers,  of  Addison 
county,  Vermont,  held  at  Middlebury  on  the  6th 
instant,  praying  for  an  increase  of  the  tariff  on 
foreign  wool  imported  into  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  COWAN  presented  a  memorial  of  S.  W. 
Gordon,  commodoie  United  States  Navy,  pray- 
ing for  relief  from  the  alleged  injiislice  done  him 
by  his  being  placed  on  the  retired  list,  under  the 
act  to  further  proinote  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy, 
approved  December  21, 18C1;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committre  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  TRUM  BULL  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Logansport,  Peoria,  and  Burlington  Railroad 
Company,  and  a  memorial  of  the  St.  Louis,  Jack- 
sonville, and  Chicago  Railroad  Company  remon- 
strating against  the  extension  of  the  Goodyear 
patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vuleanized  India 
rubber;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  POMEROY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic LandM,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolu- 
tion (S.  Nt).  17)  relative  to  a  certain  grant  of  lands 
for  railr'oad  purposes,  made  to  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota  in  the  year  IQSl,  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

He  also,  from  the  Commiitcc  on  Claims,  to 
wliom  was  referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  75)  for  the  re- 
lief of  George  T.  Wiggins,  of  Keokitk,  Iowa, 
nsked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consider- 
ation; which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  IIOWE,  froin  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  43)  for 
thn  relief  of  Milo  SutlifT.  and  Levi  H.  Case,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

GENEIIAL  MEADll'a  RICt'OllT. 

Mr.  ANTUOiNY  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; wliicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  f)ti 
Printing: 

Rcsolrcil,  Tlint  five  tlion^and  .ndditlonal  copies  oi"  thn 
report  of  Major  ({eiicrnl  Me.idc,  .alrciiriy  ordered  by  (lie 
UiiiMC  or  Repri.ttiit.ltive.s,  Ijl'  prinu^d  tor  tlic  Use  of  ihn 
Seiintc. 

fiENEIlAf,  ROSECllANd's  KErOUT. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  .submitted  the  following  r(  s- 
ultition;  which  was  referred  to  I  lie  Committee  on 
Priming: 

Reaoli'cd,  Tlint  fivo  tliou-^niid  iidrlilionnl  io|iies  oTlIic  rr- 
porl  oC  Mnjor  GcMicrnI  Itosecr;!!!.",  alniidy  ordrrrd  liy  llie 
Ilnilsu  of  hr[>ti:Act\l;iliVi:*,  be  [iriiilrd  for  tli(^-  <ise  of  tliu 
SciiatCa 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  IIOCSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  Flouse  of  Representatives  had  passed  the  fol- 
lowing bills  (.'f  the  Senate: 

A  bill  (No.  J30)  for  a  charter  of  Masonic  Hall 
Association  in  Washington  city,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; and 

A  bill  (No.  249)  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a 
register  to  the  steam  vessel  John  Martin. 

The  message  furtherannounced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  the  following  bills; 
in  which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate: 

A  bill  (No.  411)  toencourageimmigration;  and 

A  bill  (No.  422)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  confirm  certain  private  land  claims  in  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico." 

ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 
The  message  furtherannounced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Represe'otativcs  had  signed  an 
enrolled  bill  (S.  No.  183)  in  amendment  of  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  relating  to  foreign  coins  and  the 
coinage  of  cents  at  the  Mintof  the  United  States," 
approved  February  21,  1857. 

BILLS  BECOME  LA'WS.  . 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  had  approved  and  signed 
on  the  19ih  instant  the  following  acts  and  joint 
resolutions: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  14j)  to  enable  the  people 
of  Nebraska  to  form  a  constitution  and  Stale  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  206)  in  addition  to  an  act  for 
the  establishment  of  certain  arsenals; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  228)  confirmrng  the  title  ot 
Joseph  Ford  to  certain  lands  in  Rice  county,  in 
the  Stale  c)f  Minnesota; 

An  act  (frT.  R.  No.  297)  fixing  the  date  of  the 
loss  of  the  United  States  brig  Bainbridge,  and  for 
the  relief  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the 
same,  and  for  other  jnirpnses; 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  13)  tendering  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Admiral  Porter; 

A  joint  resolution  (II.R.  No.  21)  relative  to 
the  accounts  of  the  petty  officers,  seamen,  and 
others  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  gunboat 
Cincinnati;   and 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  54)  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  sell,  at  public  auc- 
tion, lot  No.  13,  in  the  village  of  Sackett's  Harbor, 
New  York. 

HOUSE   BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  severally  read  twice  by  their  lilies, 
and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  (No.  411)  to  encourage  immigration — to 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

A  bill  (No.  422)  lo  amend  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  conlinn  certain  jirivate  land  claims  in  the 
Territory  ofNew  iMexico" — to  the  Commitleeon 
Private  Land  Claims. 

rACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  1  move  to  lake  up  the  bill 
(S.  No.  132)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph 
line  from  the  Mis.'^'ouri  river  lo  the  Pacific  ocean, 
and  lo  secure  to  the  Government  the  use  of  the 
same  f)r  [lostal,  military,  and  other  purposes," 
approved  July  1,  1862,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
ii  liie  special  (trder  lor  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  CON  NESS.  There  is  a  special  order  for 
thai  dav. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr;  Clark  in 
the  chair.)  The  Chair  is  informed  that  there  is 
already  a  special  order  for  Wednesday.  Perhaps 
the  Senator  would  desire  to  name  some  otherday. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Tnen  1  will  say  Thursday 
next. 

The  motion   to  take  up  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
now  is  on  the  motion  to  tnake  it  a  special  ordiir 
for  Thursday  next  atone  o'clock. 

The  nioiion  was  agreed  to. 

BILL  KECOMMITIED. 
Mr.  r.ROWN.      I  move  that   the  bill  (S.  No. 
166)  atilliin  r/,in^  the  archives   in  the  oflice  of  the  1 
I  recorder  of  land  liile.i  in   ihe'Si.ileof  Missouri,  i 


to  be  delivered  to  said  State,  be  recomniiited  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Thereare  some 
additional  facts  in  connection  with  it  that  I  desire 
to  present  In  the  committee,  and  1  think  it  will 
meet  with  their  approval. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TOLUN'TEKR  NAVAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
of  the  Senate  (No.  76)  relating  to  appointments  in 
the  naval  service,  and  courts-martial,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RAMSEY,  it  was 

Rcsolccd.  That  tlie  Sonnte  insist  on  iis  disiigreement  to 
the  amend iiients  of  the  Mouse  of  Representatives  to  ihesaid 
liiji,  and  agree  to  the  conference  .-ftked  by  tlic  House  of 
Reiireseiitativcs  llicreon. 

Oiilered,  Tliat  the  ronfercps  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  be 
appiiiiited  liy  the  Vice  President. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENTappointed  Ml-.  Hale, 
Mr.  WiLLEY,  and  Mr.  Ramsey. 

The  Senate  proce'eded  to  consider  its  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
(No.  370)  1,0  appoint  certain  officers  of  the  Navy, 
tJisagreed  lo  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 

On  motion  ofAlr.  RAMSEY,  it  was 

Rcsolieil,  Tliat  tlie  Senate  insist  upon  its  ainendmcnts 
to  thusaid  hill,  disagreed  to  l)y  tlie  House  of  Represeiila- 
tives,  and  agree  to  the  conference  asked  by  the  House  011 
llie  disagreeing  votes  of  tile  iwo  Houses  thereon. 

Orilercil,  That  llie  conferees  on  tlie  part  of  ilic  Senate  be 
apjjoiiited  hy  tlic  Vice  President. 

The  VICE  PRESl  DENTappoinled  Mr.  Hale, 
Mr.  WiLLEY,  and  Mr.  Ramsey. 

BUREAU  OF  MILITARY  JUSTICE. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  lo  take  up  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  308)  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Military 
Justice.     1  think  it  will  lake  but  a  moment. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  trust  that  that  bill  will  not 
be  permitted  lo  supersede  the  consideraiion  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  of  yes- 
terday, a  bill  which  has  been  before  the  Senate 
for  two  sessions,  and  I  am  very  anxious  to  gel  a 
vole  on  it.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts will  not  urge  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  do  not  think  this  will  take 
three  minutes.  If  it  takes  any  lime  I  will  with- 
draw it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  308)  to  establish  a  Bu- 
reau of  Military  Justice. 

ll  proposes  lo  conslituie  the  office  of  Judge 
Advocate  General,  created  by  the  fifth  section  of 
an  act  entiiled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  a<:l  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  llie  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  ap- 
proved February  23,  1795,  and  the  acts  amenda- 
tory thereof,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
July  17,  1862,  a  bureau  to  lie  attached  to  the 
War  Department,  and  to  be  styled  and  known  as 
the  Bureau  of  Military  Justice;  and  ihe  President 
is  lo  appoint,  by  and  willi  the  ad  vice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  as  the  head  of  the  bureau,  a  Judge 
Advocate  General,  who  is  to  have  the  iank,pay, 
and  emoluments  of  a  brigadier  general,  and  lo 
have,  as  other  heads  of  bureaus,  the  franking 
privilege  in  all  his  official  correspondence.  The 
President  is  also  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  iln^  Senate,  two  Assistant 
Judge  Advocates  General,  who  are  each  to  liave 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of 
cavalry;  and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  to  have 
power  to  appoint  for  the  bureau  such  clerical  force 
as  in  his  judgment  the  interests  of  the  service  shall 
require,  not  to  exci  ed  one  fourth-class,  one  third- 
class,  oiK^  second-class,  and  two  first-class  clerks. 

The  Commiilee  on  Military  Aftairs  and  the 
Militia  reported  the  bill  willi  an  amendment,  in 
section  two,  line  four,  to  strike  out  the  word 
"colonel"  and  insert  "major;"  so  that  it  will 
read: 

'J'hat  tlie  President  shall  appoint,  hy  and  wllli  ihc  advice 
and  consent  el' the  Senate,  iwo  Assisiani  .ludge  Advocates 
General,  who  shall  eaeh  have  tin:  rank,  pay,  and  einolu- 
liients  of  a  major  of  ea\alr.\'. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  hope  thai  amendment 
will  not  he  adopted.  On  this  subject  J  very  re- 
cenlly  received  alelterfrom  a  mililary  genllerfian 
in  whose  opinion  I  have  a  great  deal  of  confidence, 
suggesting  reasons  why  that  amendment  ought 
not  to  be  adopted,  and  those  reasons  were  very 
satisfactory  to  myself.  I  have  mislaid  the  letter 
now;  but  1  iniemled  to  read  it  to  ihc  Scnatewhen 
this  fpiesiion  should  come  up. 
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Bui  tlie  proposition  to  reduce  tlie  rank  and  pay 
of  the  Assistant  Judge  Advocates  General  from 
tlie  rnnlc  and  pay  of  a  colonel  to  those  of  a  major, 
it  seems  to  me,  independently  of  the  reasons  given 
by  iny  correspondent,  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 
The  otlice  will  require  those  gentlemen  to  reside 
in  this  city;  the  duties  will  be  very  responsible 
and  highly  important;  and  we  ought  to  secure  for 
such  a  position  very  high  talent.  If  we  are  to 
have  a  court  of  military  justice,  we  ought  to  have 
p;ood  lawyers  in  those  positions.  The  Assistant 
Judge  Advocates  General-ought  to  be  men  of  very 
substantial  ability  and  very  fine  learning  in  their 
profession;  but  to  say  that  we  can  command  that 
sort  of  talent  to  reside  in  this  city,  where  living 
is  so  very  expensive,  at  the  rank  and  pay  of  a 
major,  I  think  is  a  mistake.  The  rank  and  pay 
of  a  colonel  is  as  low  ceriainly  as  we  can  expect 
to  get  the  qualifications  and  talents  requisite  for 
that  position  for,  and  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted. 

If  this  is  to  beacourt  of  military  justice  it  ought 
.  to  be  a  court  of  ability,  commanding  men,  who  will 
rise  above  all  trifling  considerations.  I  feel  that 
if  we  can  have  a  military  court  of  this  kind, a  sub- 
stantial justice  will  be  done  to  the  country;  but 
unless  we  get  men  of  high  talents  and  high  learn- 
ing, not  only  for  the  first  position,  but  for  the  po- 
sitions of  Assistant  Judge  Advocates  General,  it 
will  be  a  failure. 

Mr.  GRIiMES.  The  Senator  will  allow  me  to 
ask  how  much  he  supposes  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  a  major  of  cavalry  or  of  infantry  sta- 
tioned at  Washington  amount  to? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  expect  it  is  two  or  three 
thousand  dollars.  I  cannot  say  certainly  how 
much  it  is.  I  am  not  posted  on  that  point.  I 
will  ask  the  Senator  how  much  it  is. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  Senator  complains  that 
this  pay  is  not  sufficient.  I  supposed  of  course 
he  knew  how  much  it  was,  or  he  would  not  enter 
that  complaint. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  1  will  ask  the  Senator  if 
he  can  tell  us.  I  believe  the  pay  and  allowances 
of  a  major  amount  to  about  twenty-two  hundred 
dollars.     However,  I  am  not  confident  about  that. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  think  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  a  major,  direct  and  indirect,  amount  to 
between  three  and  four  thousand  dollars  when 
stationed  here  in  Washington. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  would  like  to  have  that 
matter  made  certain.  I  did  not  understand  it  so. 
I  will  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  whether  the  Assistant  Judge  Advo- 
cates General  in  this  bureau  would  receive  any 
pay  except  the  pay  proper,  as  it  is  called,  of  a 
major.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  By  this  bill,  as  it  came  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  they  would  receive 
the  pay  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry.  The  amendment 
is  to  strike  out  "colonel"  and  insert  the  word 
"  major,"  so  that  they  will  have  the  pay  of  ma- 
iors  of  cavalry,  which  is  less  than  the  other. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     I  know  that. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  How  much  is  the  pay  of 
a  colonel? 

Mr.  WILSON.  Stationed  here  in  Washing- 
ton, during  the  winter  months  it  would  amount  to 
about  thirty-four  hundred  dollars  a  year.  The 
pay  of  a  major  of  cavalry  stationed  in  Washing- 
ton, with  allowances,  would  be  fully  §3, 000a  year; 
more  than  that  in  winter, and  perhaps  a  little  less 
in  summer. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  It  may  be  that  the  en- 
tire pay  of  colonels  and  majors  is  too  high.  I  do 
not  propose  to  discuss  that  question.  But  it  is 
very  certain  to  my  mind  that  a  man  who  is  fit  to 
be  an  Assistant  Judge  Advocate  General  in  a  court 
of  ihis  importance  ought  to  be  n  man  of  superior 
ability  and  learning  to  the  class  of  men  we  gen- 
erally find  as  colonels,  and  especially  as  majors. 
We  oi\ght  to  have  superior  men  for  this  court. 

Mr.  HALE.  1  am  opposed  to  theamendmenl 
and  oppo.scd  to  the  bill  as  it  stands,  because  I 
think  Congress  ought  to  deal  plainly  with  the 
people,  and  tell  tlicni  what  they  pay  these  (•ficers. 
What  is  the  use  of  saying  this  pay  shall  be  the 
same  as  iliat  of  a  major  or  a  colonel  of  cavalry, 
when  nobody  knows  what  that  is;  sometimes  it 
is  one  thing  and  sometimes  it  is  another. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Even  the  chairman  of 
the  Military  Commiltec  catniot  tell  what  it  is. 

Mr.  HALE.  It  seems  nobody  knows  how 
much  this  is.     I  move  to  aineud  the  nmcndmciit, 


if  it  be  in  order,  so  as  to  give  to  the  Assistant 
Judge  Advocates  General  j[i3,000  a  year. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  moved 
by  the  Senator  from  New  Flampshirc  to  strike 
out  in  lines  four  and  five  of  the  second  section, 
the  words  "  have  the  rank,  pa}',  and  emoluments 
of  a  major  of  cavalry,"  and  to  insert  "receive 
^3,000  [icr  annum;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read, 
"  two  Assistant  Judge  Advocates  General,  who 
shnll  each  receive  j^3,000  per  annum." 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  1  hope  that  amendment 
will  be  adopted,  for  I  have  observed  during  the 
last  three  years  that  whenever  a  Senator  desires 
to  raise  a  salary  and  to  avoid  any  investigation 
or  any  opposition  to  it  in  consequence  of  its  being 
too  high,  he  has  inserted  a  clause  similar  to  the 
one  in  the  bill  before  the  Senate,  that  the  officer 
shall  receive  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  some 
officer  in  the  cavalry;  but  there  is  nobody  here, 
not  even  the  chairman  of  the  committee  himself, 
who  can  tell  to-day  what  that  salary  is. 

Mr.  V/ILSON.  The  pay  of  a  colonel  of  cav- 
alry is  very  little  more  than  the  pay  of  a  colonel 
of  an  infantry  regiment.  It  is  but  a  few  dollars 
more.  These  matters  are  matters  of  allowances 
in  the  city  of  Washington.  With  the  allowances 
now  made  to  officers,  the  pay  is  higher  when  tl)ey 
are  stationed  here  than  when  they  are  in  the  field, 
because  they  have  fuel  and  quarters,  and  ihe  com- 
mutation of  quarters  has  been  increased  during  the 
last  few  months  by  order  of  the  War  Deiiartment. 
I  have  no  objection  to  fixing  this  sum  at  ^3,000  a 
year.  Itseemed  to  me,  while  I  regarded  this  meas- 
ure as  exceedingly  important, and  while  this  de- 
partment has  an  immense  amount  of  labor  toper- 
form,  that  two  assistants  could  be  obtained  for  the 
rank  and  pay  of  major,  who  would  perform  the 
duties  well;  that  we  could  get  good  men  for  that 
sum,  and  1  wanted  to  save  as  much  as  I  could. 
This  department  is  a  very  important  part  of  the 
Goverimient.  The  first  three  months  of  this  year 
they  have  had  sent  into  that  department  from  the 
armies  of  the  United  States  over  eight  thousand 
cases,  and  during  this  year  they  will  unquestion- 
ably have  more  than  twenty  thousand  cases  be- 
fore them.  The  amount  of  labor  is  frightful  to 
contemplate  to  any  man  who  has  got  to  under- 
take it. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  When  this  bill  was 
before  the  committee  I  opposed  this  amendment, 
insisting  that  for  an  Assistant  Judge  Advocate 
General  the  pay  of  a  colonel  would  not  be  too  much. 
That  is  my  opinion  now.  I  think  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  a  major  of  cavalry,  where  they 
charge  for  fuel  and  quarters  and  servants  and 
commutation  of  rations  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
amount  to  about  three  thousand  one  hundred  dol- 
lars a  year.  1  supposed  tiial  in  an  office  of  this 
importtihce  the  rank  and  grade  of  colonel  was  not 
too  high  for  an  Assistant  Judge  Advocate  Gen- 
eral, and  that  was  the  opinion  of  the  present  very 
able  and  disliiiguished  Judge  Advocate  General. 

Your  system,  as  now  organized  by  law  is  this: 
there  is  a  Judge  Advocate  General,  with  the  rank 
of  a  colonel,  and  in  each  Army  department  there 
is  a  judge  advocate  a|)pointed  as  an  assistant  judge 
advocate,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  major  of  in- 
fantry. That  is  your  present  system.  We  pro- 
pose to  substitute  for  that  by  this  bill  a  Judge  Ad- 
vocate General  with  the  rank  of  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral, and  two  assistants  with  the  rank  of  colonel, 
and  others  of  lower  rank.  I  think  the  system 
that  we  propose  to  establish  by  this  Bureau  of 
Military  Justice  will  be  more  efficient,  tnore  expe- 
ditious in  its  action,  and  will  not  cost  the  Govern- 
ment one  cent  more  and  jierhaps  less  than  the 
present  system,  even  if  you  leave  the  rank  of  col- 
onel to  these  Assistant  Judge  Advocates  General. 
There  is  no  department  of  the  public  service  re- 
quiring a  higher  grade  of  talents  than  this  office. 
There  are,  as  the  chairman  of  our  committee  has 
already  informed  you,  over  eight  thousand  cases 
in  three  months  now  reported.  It  is  physically  im- 
possible for  the  present  force  of  the  office,  as  at 
present  constituli'd,  scattered  in  the  did'erent  de- 
partments of  the  Army,  to  perform  that  labor.  A 
capital  punishment,  for  instance,  is  ordered  by  a 
courl-marlial  in  Alabama.  It  is  referred  to  Wasli- 
ington  to  Ihe  President,  and  by  the  President  re- 
ferred to  the  Judge  Advocate  General, and  by  him 
examined  and  filed.  There  arc  now  over  .six 
thousand  Ciuses,  and  the  President,  if  he  devoted 
to  it  every  single  moment  of  the  whole  twenty- 
four  hours,  could  not  discharge  llic  duty  alone  of 


supervising  the  decisions  of  the  Judge  Advocate 
General.  1  think  the  system  now  proposed  will 
be  as  expeditious,  and  in  the  end  quite  as  eco- 
nomical, as  your  present  system. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  not  particular  about  the 
amount  being  fixed  at  |jf3,000.  If  that  is  not 
enough,  put  in  four,  five,  six,  ten,  twenty,  any- 
thing under  heaven,  only  just  say  what  you  do 
give. 

Mr.  WILSON.     Put  it  up  $500.  j*^ 

Mr.  HALE.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Massachusetts,  I  will  modify 
the  aiTiendmenlso  as  to  make  it  ^3,500. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  be  so 
modified. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  would  really  like  to  know 
what  is  the  necessity  of  giving  $3,500  to  these 
officers,  when  we  give  only  ij^.3,000  to  such  offi- 
cers as  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury.  Is  the  duty 
to  be  performed  by  these  officers  of  a  more  oner- 
ous or  responsible  character  than  that  performed 
by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury? 

The  truth  is,  there  seems  to  be  a  great  misun- 
derstanding, in  my  apprehension,  as  to  what  the 
duties  of  a  Judge  Advocate  General  are.  It  is 
not  necessary  that  he  should  be  a  profound  law- 
yer. He  ought  to  be  well  versed  in  the  laws  of 
courts-martial.  He  is  the  mere  representative  of 
the  Government  and  of  the  accused  both,  and 
should  act  in  the  capacity  of  a  judge.  He  bears 
the  title  of  a  judge  in  a  court-martial,  and  I  appre- 
hend some  of  the  best  conducted  courts-martial 
have  been  those  where  a  military  officer  who  had 
a  comparatively  limited  knowledge  of  the  techni- 
calities of  the  law,  was  the  judge  advocate,  and 
saw  tliat  the  law  was  fairly  administered  toward 
both  parties,  toward  the  Government  and  toward 
the  accused.  We  now  have  these  duties  per- 
formed by  lieutenants,  by  captains  some  times,  and 
very  seldom  by  an  officer  as  high  as  a  major.  The 
duties  are  performed  by  a  lieutenant  in  a  case 
where  a  general  is  in  command.  Has  the  Govern- 
ment ever  been  injured  by  it?  Has  injustice  ever 
been  done  to  any  individual  by  it? 

Now,  what  is  the  necessity,  where  is  the  neces- 
sity of  even  giving  them  a  grade  as  high  as  that 
of  a  major,  or  a  pay  as  high  as  that  of  a  major? 
I  do  not  see  that  it  exists.  It  is  not  true,  Mr. 
President,  in  my  opinion,  that  you  have  to  searcff 
through  the  country  to  find  an  able  lawyer,  a  tech- 
nical lawyer,  a  man  who  has  spent  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  and  in 
studying  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  or  of 
the  civil  law,  to  properly  discharge  the  duties  of 
ajudge  advocate.  Such  is  not  the  case  in  any  army 
organization  in  Europe.  It  has  never  been  the 
case  here.  It  is  not  desirable  that  it  should  be  the 
case  now.  1  do  not  believe  that  justice  will  be 
promoted  by  going  and  picking  up  technical  law- 
yers through  the  country  and  making  them  judge 
advocates;  for  they  do  not  hold  the  relation  to- 
ward the  Government  or  toward  the  individual 
who  is  to  be  tried  that  a  professed  lawyer  does  in 
the  civil  or  in  the  criminal  courts  of  the  country. 

Now,  as  to  the  pay,  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  great  as  is  the  amount  which 
he  states  that  a  major  receives  who  is  stationed 
at  Washington,  understates  it.  Why,  sir,  by  an 
order  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  last  fall  the 
commutation  of  quarters  of  all  these  gentlemen 
(and  we  know  how  numerous  they  are,  for  at  my 
instance  the  Senate  made  a  call  on  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  furnish  us  a  list  of  all  military  officers 
stationed  at  Washington  who  are  drawing  com- 
mutation of  quarters  and  fuel;  1  am  not  prepared 
to  say  now  from  memory  how  many  there  were; 
but  there  were  a  very  great  number  of  them)  was 
doubled,  which  he  had  the  authority  to  do  under 
the  Army  regulations.  The  result  is  that  dhcse 
mtijors  are  now  drawing  a  commutation  for  three 
offices  and  a  kitchen,  1  think,  making  a  total 
amount  of  1  believe  about  one  thousand  dollars 
that  they  draw  for  that  alone,  which  is  to  be 
added  to  their  pay  proper.  Then  they  draw  com- 
mutation for  llu>ir  horses,  for  their  servants,  and 
for  their  fuel,  which  is  commuted  either  at  ten  or 
twelve  dollars  a  cord  from  the  1st  of  October  until 
the  1st  of  A[Mil,  and  for  a  smaller  amount  from 
the  1st  of  A|iiil  until  the  1st  of  October.  Then 
they  draw  from  our  commissary  stores  their  beef, 
which  is  furnished  to  tliein  at  the  gross  price  we 
buy  it  for,  they  getting  the  best  portions  of  the 
beef,  und  leaving  the  boneu  and  shanks  to  be  fur- 
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nished  to  the  soldiers.  Tliey  draw  for  the  sup- 
port of  themselves  and  their  families  any  other 
provisions  or  supplies  that  are  purchased  Liy  the 
Government  for  tiie  Army  at  about  the  rate  that 
we  purchase  them  for  in  gross;  so  that  when  you 
come  to  add  togetlier  the  pay  proper  and  all  the 
emoluments  and  privileges  that  result  from  hold- 
ing a  commission  in  the  Army  to  an  officer  sta- 
tioned at  Washington,  you  approach  I  think  for 
a  major  nearer  $4,000  than  you  do  |3,000. 

Is  tliere  any  necessity  for  this?  1  think  not. 
Certainly,  if  we  are  going  to  create  this  bureau, 
and  are  going  to  authorize  the  creation  of  new 
officers,  we  ought  not  to  give  them  higher  pay 
and  emoluments  than  those  of  a  major. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  adoption  of  theaniendment  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected; there  being,  on  a  division — ayes  three, 
noes  not  counted. 

iVIr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  Now  let  us  take  a 
vote  on  fixing  the  compensation  of  these  officers 
at$3,000,  instead  ofgivingthem  thepay  and  emol- 
uments of  a  major.  I  submit  that  amendment  to 
the  amendment. 
The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
returns  on  the  amendment  of  the  committee  as 
amended. 

Mr.  BLTCKALEW.  I  move  to  make  the  pay 
of  the  Judge  Advocate  General  $,4,000,  to  make  it 
consistent  with  the  amendment  just  now  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Will  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee  tell  me  what  the  Provost 
Marshal  General  gets  now.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  will 
suggest  that  that  amendment  is  not  pertinent  to 
theaniendment  now  before  the  Senate.  The  ques- 
tion now  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  committee 
as  amended. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  should  like  to  have  it 
reail  as  it  stands. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment as  amended  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment,  which  was 
to  strike  out  in  line  four  the  words  "  have  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  major  of  cavalry,  "and 
to  insert  "receive  §3,000  per  annum;"  so  that  the 
clause  will  read: 

Two  Assistant  Judge  Advocates  General,  who  shall  re- 
ceive ,5'3,00l)  piir  annum. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  only  suggestion  that 
I  desire  to  make  is  that  I  think  they  had  better  be 
allowed  to  claim  the  rank  of  colonel;  they  cer- 
tainly ought  to  have  military  rank,  but  limiting 
their  |iay  to  $3,000.  There  is  no  reason  why 
they  should  have  the  pay  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry. 
]  suggest,  therefore,  to  leave  in  the  bill  a  provision 
thai  they  shall  have  the  rank  of  a  colonel  of  in- 
fantry. 

iVIr.  GRIMES.  It  ought  to  read  "with  the 
rank  of  major,  but  their  compensation  shall  not 
exceed  iji,3,(i00  per  annum." 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  they  should  have 
the  rank  of  a  colonel,  with  a  compensation  not  to 
excfM'd  |3,000.  I  ain  willing  to  give  them  the 
rank  of  colonel. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  to  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  move  to  amend  the 
ametidnieiit  Ijy  providing  that  they  shall  have  the 
rank  of  colonel  of  cavalry,  if  gentlemen  choose, 
with  the  pay  of  p,000,  and  no  allowances  beyond 
that.  The  Secretary  can  put  it  in  form  much 
better  than  1  can. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  submit  there  will  be  an 
incongruity  in  giving  them  the  rank  without  the 
pay.     Why  give  them  the  rank  without  the  pay  ? 

iMr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  state  the  reason.  A 
colonel  of  cavalry  must  have  horses,  even  if  he  is 
herein  Wasliingion;  and  there  is  no  reason  in 
tiie  world,  that  I  am  aware  of,  why  these  As- 
sistant Judge  Advocates  General  should  have 
horses  when  they  are  here  [lerforming  the  duties 
of  n  bureau. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment,  which  was 
in  lini'  four  of  seciion  two,  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  pay  and  emoluments, "and  after  the  word  "cav- 
alry" to  in.sert  the  words  "shall  receive  a  com- 
pensation of  <j,3, 000  per  annum  wiihnulnny  other 
pay  (u-  emoliitnciits;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Two  Au«iHtaiii  Juiljv  Advocates  Uenerul,  who  shall  each 


have  the  rank  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  and  shall  receive  a 
compensation  of  $:i,000  per  annum,  without  any  other  pay 
or  emoluments. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  word  "rations"  ought 
to  be  inserted,  so  as  to  make  it  read,  "  without 
any  other  pay,  rations,  or  emoluments." 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  be  so 
modified.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  the  amendment  of  the 
committee. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Theaniendment  of  the  committee,  as  amended, 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW.  If  it  is  now  in  order  I  re- 
new my  amendment  to  make  the  pay  of  the  Judge 
Advocate  General  $4,000,  allowing  him  to  retain 
the  rank  of  a  brigadier  general. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment,  which  was 
in  section  one,  line  fifteen,  to  strike  out  the  words 
"pay  and  emoluments,"  and  after  the  word 
"  have"  in  the  same  line  to  insert  "  a  compensa- 
tion of  $4,000  per  annum,  without  any  other  pay, 
rations,  or  emoluments;"  so  that  the  clause  will 
read : 

A  Judge  Advocate  General,  who  shall  have  the  rank  of  a 
brigadier  general,  and  shall  have  a  compensation  of  $4,000 
per  annum,  without  any  other  pay,  rations,  or  emoluments. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
inquiring  of  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee what  is  the  pay  of  the  Judge  Advocate 
General  now.  Is  it  the  pay  of  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  He  receives  the  pay  of  a  col- 
onel of  cavalry  at  present.  We  propose  by  this 
bill  to  give  him  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  brigadier 
general. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  member  from  Pennsylvania  will  re- 
duce the  pay. 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  will  reduce  his  pay  about 
four  hundred  dollars.  I  think  we  ought  not  to 
reduce  it.  The  committee  propose  to  increase  it. 
Heljas  now  tiie  pay  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  which 
cannot  be  $4,000.  It  is  $211  a  month,  and  the  com- 
mutation of  fuel  and  quarters  in  this  city,  which  is 
about  one  thousand  dollars  a  year.  We  propose 
to  give  him  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral, which  would  be  a  pay  of  $299  a  month — 
say  $300 — which  would  be  $3,600  a  year,  and  the 
commutation  for  fuel  and  quarters  in  this  city. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Equal  to  how  much? 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  beatthe  rate  of  about 
one  thousand  dollars  in  winter, and  eighthundred 
dollars  in  summer. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  think  we  liad  better  fix  it 
at  $4,000. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Itisaboutforty-fourhundred 
or  forty-five  hundred  dollars;  and  for  the  services 
he  renders  to  the  country  I  think  he  ought  to 
have  it. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Let  us  change  it  to  $4,500,  so 
as  to  have  a  fixed  sum. 

Mr.  WILSON.     Very  well.      -■ 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  by  insert- 
ing "  $4,500,"  instead  of  "$4,000."  That,  ac- 
cording to  my  calculation,  will  be  about  a  mean 
between  the  amount  he  is  now  getting  and  the 
amount  he  would  get  under  the  bill  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW.  1  desire  a  separate  vote 
on  concurring  in  the  last  amendment,  fixing  the 
compensation  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General  at 
$4,500.  I  wish  to  lest  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on 
a  proposition  to  make  it  $4,000. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  amend- 
ment will  be  reserved  for  a  separate  vote.  The 
question  is  on  concurring  in  the  other  amend- 
ment, made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
amend  the  second  section  of  the  bill  by  giving 
the  Assistant  Judge  Advocates  General  the  rank 
of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  with  a  compensation  of 
$3,000  per  annum. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion now  is  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  in 
section  one,  line  filtcen,  to  strike  out  the  words 
"pay  and  emoluments,"  and  in  the  same  line, 
after  the  word  "  have,"  to  insert  "a  compensa- 
tion of  $4,.')f)(),  without  any  other  pay,  rations,  or 
emoluments." 


Mr.  BUCKALEW.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  "$4,500"  and  inserting 
"$4,000,"  according  to  my  original  proposition. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WILSON.  We  all  know  that  General 
Holt  is  a  man  of  unquestioned  character  and  abil- 
ity. The  office  he  fills  is  one  imposing  upon  him 
immense  burdens  and  great  labor.  The  first 
three  months  of  this  year  there  came  from  the 
armies  of  the  United  States  to  that  office  eight 
thousand  cases  to  be  examined,  and  that  is  about 
the  ratio  through  the  year.  The  labor  imposed 
upon  him  is  immense,  and  requires  his  days  and 
his  nights.  I  think  if  there  is  any  man  to-day 
toiling  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
that  ought  to  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  briga- 
dier general  it  is  General  Holt.  I  think,  there- 
fore, we  ought  to  stand  on  the  salary  of  $4,500. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  22,  nays  19;  as  follow.?: 

YEAS — Messrs.  IJuckalew,  Carlile,  Collamer,  Davis, 
Fessenden,  Foster,  Hale,  Harding,  Henderson,  Hendricks, 
Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Pomeroy, 
Powell,  Saulshury,  Sherman,  Spraguc,  Van  Winkle,  Wil- 
kinson, and  Willey — 22. 

NAY'S — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Conness, 
Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foot,  Grimes,  Howard,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Nesniith,  Ramsey,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyek,  Trumbull,  and  Wilson— 19. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  It  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

TEURITOEY  OF    MONTANA. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  morning  hour  has 
so  nearly  expired  that  I  will  only  ask  the  Senate 
to  take  up  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  15)  to  provide  a 
temporary  government  for  the  Territory  of  Mon- 
tana, for  the  purpose  of  fixing  it  for  half  past 
twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  when  I  desire  to  ad- 
dress the  Senate  upon  it. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  will  remind  the  Senator  that 
perhaps  it  would  be  better  far  him  to  go  on  to-day. 
The  Senate  may  adjourn  over  to-morrow.  Why 
not  go  on  with  it  now? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  will  answer  the  honor- 
able Senator.  1  have  no  purpose  to  stand  for  one 
moment  in  the  way  of  any  bill  that  comes  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance  or  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  having  reference  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  war. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  The  Senator  will  excuse  me. 
I  did  not  think  of  that. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  prefer,  therefore,  to  fix 
it  for  some  time  that  will  not  interfere  with  the 
business  of  those  committees. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  to  assign  thissubjectasaspecial 
order  for  to-morrow  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

AKMY  APPROPIIIATION  BILL. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning  hour 
having  expired,  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday is  now  before  the  Senate,  being  the  army 
appropriation  bill. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumeil  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.No. 
198)  making  afipropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Army  for  the  year  ending  the  30lh  of  June, 
1865,  which  had  been  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  with  amendments. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
line  thirteen  after  the  word  "department"  to  in- 
sert the  words,  "  at  the  headquarters  of  the  sev- 
eral military  departments,"  so  that  the  clause 
will  read: 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Adjutant  General's  de- 
partment at  the  headquarters  of  the  several  military  de- 
partments, $5,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The^ext  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
line  thirty-nine  after  the  word  "  volunteers"  to 
insert  the  w(u-ds,  "including  the  liouiities  aU" 
thorized  by  law,"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

For  pnv  of  vnlnnterrs.  Including  the  bounti '  s  authorized 
by  law,  ,f  177.4^2,728  25. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  do  not  understand  how 
these  bills  are  madi;  out.  I  notice  that  every  ap- 
propriation is  of  so  many  dollars  and  so  many 
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cents.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  impossible  in  an  ap- 
propriation bill  of  tliis  character  to  calculate  to 
the  exact  dollars  and  cents.  Perhaps  the  chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Committee  will  tell  us  how 
he  arrives  at  the  precise  amount  where  the  ap- 
propriations arfl  so  large. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  will  under- 
stand that  the  committee  are  necessarily  obliged 
to  take  the  estimates  of  the  Departments  as  to  the 
amounts  they  want  under  each  particular  head. 
Those  estimates  we  examine  in  general  to  see  if 
there  is  anything  on  an  examination  that  would 
authorize  us  to  reduce  them.  If  not,  we  report 
appropriations  according  to  the  estimates.  In 
making  out  their  estimates  the  Departments  go 
through  a  large  number  of  details,  what  they  want 
under  the  different  heads,  predicated  on  the  best 
information  they  have.  They  then  add  them  up 
and  send  to  us  what  they  come  to  according  to 
their  detailed  estimates.  I  think  it  would  be  as 
well  to  make  the  appropriations  in  round  dollars 
myself;  but  they  do  not  choose  to  do  so;  they 
choose  to  be  more  exact;  and  we  do  not  feel  au- 
thorized to  make  any  change  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     I  should  suppose   that  an 
appropriation  of  $1,000,000  or  $1,000,  as  the  case- 
may  be,  would  be  near  enough   without  adding 
cents. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  think  so  too;  but  there 
are  some  items  perhaps  in  addition  that  make  out 
the  cents,  and  they  send  us  the  exact  sum. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was, 
after  line  one  hundred  and  forty-nine,  to  strike 
out  the  following  clause: 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  $8,935,640. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

For  medicines,  instruments,  and  dressings,  .f2,715,000. 

For  hospital  stores,  bedding,  &c.,  )$3,587,852. 

For  hospital  furniture  and  field  equipments,  $618,000. 

For  books,  stationery,  and  printing,  $1-20,000. 

For  ice,  fruits,  and  other  comforts,  $300,000. 

For  hospital  clothing,  $750,000. 

For  citizen  nurses,  $210,000. 

For  care  of  sick  soldiers  in  private  hospitals,  $31,900. 

For  artificial  limbs  for  soldiers  and  seamen,  $45,000. 

For  citizen  physicians,  and  medicines  furnished  by  them, 
$405,000. 

■     For  hire  of  clerks  and   laborers  in  purveying  depots, 
$75,000. 

For  examining  and  recording  meteorological  observations 
taken  at  the  military  posts  of  the  United  States  Army,  $750. 

For  Army  medical  museum,  $5,000. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  medical  department, 
$47,838. 

For  laboratory  for  testing  and  rearranging  medicines  and 
hospital  SI  pplies,  $5,000. 

For  washing  and  washing-machines  for  hospitals  where 
matrons  cannot  be  employed,  $15,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  WILSON.     1  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  after  the  fourteenth  line  the  following: 

For  copying  official  reports  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  for  publication,  $5,000. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  hear  some 
explanation  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  General  Halleck,  in  his  re- 
port which  was  sent  here  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  recommended,  not  only  for  the  preservation 
of  the  documents  but  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Government,  that  we  should  publish  the  various 
reports  from  the  armies,  and  we  have  passed  a 
joint  resolution  through  the  Senate  for  their  pub- 
lication. The  Adjutant  General  sends  us  a  letter 
in  which  he  says  they  have  made  an  estimate  of 
what  it  will  cost  for  additional  clerk  hire  to  pre- 
pare the  necessary  copies  in  the  form  for  publica- 
tion; the  amount  will  be  from  four  to  five  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Does  your  committee 
recommend  this  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.     Yes,  sir. 

The  nmendtnent  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  now  move  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  after  line  forty-two, at  the  end  of  the 
clause  making  an  appropriation  for  the  pay  of 
volunteers,  the  following: 

Provided,  That  if  any  ollicer  in  the  regular  or  volunteer 
forces  slnill  employ  a  soldier  as  a  servant,  such  officer  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  any  pay  or  allowances  for  a  servant,  but 
shall  be  subject  to  the  diduction  from  his  pay  required  by 
the  third  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  define  tlie 
pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  olficers  of  the  Army,  and 
lor  other  purposes,"  approved  July  17,1862:  And  yrovidcd 
furlhcT,  That  the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  giving  fui'tlier  coinpensatlmi  to  the  captains  and  subal- 
terns of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases,"  al- 
lowing ten  dollars  additional  per  month  to  any  officer  in  act- 
ual command  of  a  company ,  as  compensation  for  hJB  duties 


and  responsibilities,  with  respecttotheclotliing,  arms,  and 
accouterments  of  the  company,  shall  be  construed  to  apply 
only  to  company  officers  in  actual  command  as  aloresaid. 

Mr.  President,  we  passed  a  law  some  time  ago 
which  this  amendment  is  intended  more  effect- 
ually to  carry  out.  A  practice  has  grown  up  re- 
cently in  the  Army,  as  1  find  from  a  report  of  the 
Second  Comptroller,  Mr.  Brodhead,  that  field 
officers  have  been  claiming  the  ten  dollars  which 
the  law  allows  to  commanders  of  companies  ad- 
ditional a  month  for  taking  care  of  the  arms  and 
equipments  of  their  companies.  It  is  without 
law;  and  this  amendment  is  designed  to  correct  a 
construction  which  has  recently  grown  up,  and 
it  will  save  money  to  the  Government. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  have  another  amendment 
which  I  wish  to  add  to  the  bill  as  an  additional 
section: 

Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  enlistments  hereafter 
made  in  tlie  regular  Army  of  the  United  States  during  the 
continuance  of  the  present  rebellion  may  be  for  tlie  term 
of  three  years. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persons  of  color  who 
have  been  or  may  be  mustered  into  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  shall  receive  the  same  uniform,  clothing, 
arms,  equipments,  camp  equipage,  rations,  medical  and  hos- 
pital attendance,  pay,  and  emoluments  other  than  bounty, 
as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  or  volunteer  forces  of  like 
arm  of  tlie  service,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1864  ;  and  that  every  person  of  color  who  shall  hereafterbe 
mustered  into  the  service  shall  receive  such  sums  in  bounty 
as  the  President  shall  order  in  the  different  States  and  parts 
of  the  United  States,  not  exceeding  $100. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persons  enlisted  and 
mustered  into  the  service  as  volunteers  unM^  the  call 
dated  October  17,  1863,  for  three  hundred  thousand  volun- 
teers who  were  at  the  time  of  enlistment  actually  enrolled 
and  subject  to  draft  in  the  Slate  in  which  they  volunteered 
shall  receive  from  the  United  States  the  same  amount  of 
bounty,  without  regard  to  color. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  persons  of  color  who 
have  been  enlisted  and  mustered  into  tlie  service  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  pay  and 
clothing  allowed  by  law  to  other  volunteers  in  the  service 
from  the  date  of  their  muster  into  the  service:  Provided, 
That  the  same  shall  have  been  pledged  or  promised  to 
them  by  any  officer  or  person  who,  in  making  such  pledge 
or  promise  acted  by  authority  of  the  War  Department ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  authorized  to  determine 
any  question  of  fact  arising  under  this  provision. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  same  premium  shall 
be  allowed  for  each  colored  recruit  now  mustered  or  here- 
after to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
asisorshall  be  allowed  by  law  for  white  recruits  :  Provided, 
That  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  previously  give  his  assent 
to  the  same. 

The  first  section  of  this  amendment  provides 
for  enlistments  into  the  regular  Army  for  three 
years.  We  cannot  enlist  men  into  the  regular 
Army  for  five  years  while  we  are  enlisting  vol- 
unteens  for  three  years.  The  interests  of  the  coun- 
try demand  that  we  shall  fill  up  the  regiments  in 
the  regular  Army,  and  the  proposed  change  from 
five  to  three  years  increases  the  prospect  of  doing 
so. 

The  four  remaining  sections  of  the  amendment 
are  the  identical  provisions  of  the  bill  which  passed 
the  Senate  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote  seven 
weeks  ago,  to  equalize  the  pay  of  troops  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States.  That  bill, 
however,  has  not  been  acted  upon  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try are  suffering  on  account  of  the  non-action  of 
the  House.  Major  Foster,  to  whom  is  commit- 
ted the  organization  of  colored  troops,  informed 
me  to-day  that  the  enlistment  of  colored  troops 
in  the  northern  States  had  nearly  ceased.  The 
pressing  needs  of  the  country  demand  the  enlist- 
ment of  all  the  men  we  can  obtain,  black  or  white. 
Surely  the  country  cannot  expect  that  colored 
men  will  enlist  in  a  service  so  hazardous  to  their 
liberty  and  tUeir  lives  for  seren  dollars  per  month, 
when  they  can  earn  three  or  four  times  thatamount 
in  the  peaceful  and  safe  avocations  of  life.  In- 
telligence comes  to  us  from  various  sections  of 
the  country  that  some  colored  regiments  in  the 
field  are  in  a  state  of  discontent  bordering  on  in- 
subordination and  mutiny  on  account  of  the  treat- 
ment they  have  received  on  the  partof  the  Govern- 
ment concerning  their  pay.  Some  of  these  regi- 
ments were  enli.sted  under  the  solemn  pledges  of 
officers  of  the  Government  that  they  should  i-e- 
ceive  the  same  compensation  as  wiiite  troops. 
Other  regiments  have  been  organized  during  the 
past  six  months  with  assurances  of  men  in  whom 
they  hud  a  right  to  confide  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Slat(!S  would  promptly  place  them  on 
an  equality  with  other  soldiers.  Thousands  of 
colored  men  have  entered  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try under  the  plighted  faith  of  officers  of  the  Gov- 


ernment, or  on  the  assurances  of  gentlemen  of  in- 
fluence and  character,  that  the  Government  would 
equalize  the  pay,  and  put  them  on  an  equality 
with  other  defenders  of  the  Republic.  This  long 
delay  of  Congress  to  do  justice  to  men  who  are 
bravely  periling  liberty  and  life  for  a  Govern- 
ment that  cannot  or  does  not  protect  them  against 
rebel  barbarities  cannot  but  depress  their  spirits 
and  imbitter  their  feelings,  and  thereby  impair  the 
discipline  and  diminish  the  power  of  colored  regi- 
ments. I  was  told  yesterday  by  Mr.  Webster,  of 
Philadelphia,  who  has  just  returned  from  General 
Butler's  department,  that  he  found  some  of  the 
colored  regiments  in  a  state  of  discontent  tending 
to  insubordination  and  mutiny.  Mr.  Webster  is  a 
gentleman  of  great  energy,  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  raising  seven  thousand  colored  soldiers  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  he  assures  me  that  this  fail- 
ure of  Congress  to  increase  the  pay  of  colored 
soldiers  is  not  only  checking  enlistments  but  dis- 
astrously affecting  the  men  already  in  the  field. 

Some  of  the  regiments  first  raised  in  South  Car- 
olina were  promised  and  received  thirteen  dollars 
per  month,  but  that  promise  has  not  been  kept, 
and  they  are  now  paid  only  seven  dollars  per 
month.  The  discontent  in  these  regiments  has 
become  so  great  that  a  mutiny  broke  out  in  the 
third  South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  the  leader  of 
it,  who  was  a  sergeant,  has  been  shot  for  mutiny, 
and  others  are  under  arrest  and  they  too  may  be 
tried  and  shot  for  violation  of  discipline,  im- 
pelled by  a  burning  sense  of  our  injustice.  I  am 
informed  by  a  gentleman  from  Ohio  of  irtelli- 
gence  and  character,  who  has  just  returned  from 
General  Butler's  department,  that  the  tenth  Uni- 
ted States  colored  infantry  was  paid  on  the  day 
the  intelligence  was  received  of  the  bloody  mas- 
sacre at  Fort  Pillow.  Such  was  the  intense  ex- 
citement growing  out  of  the  intelligence  of  that 
brutal  butchery,  combined  with  the  fact  that  they 
received  but  seven  dollars  per  month  froim  the 
hand  of  the  same  paymaster  that  paid  thirteen 
dollars  per  month  to  white  soldiers,  that  two  com- 
panies were  only  restrained  by  the  influence  of 
their  officers  from  breaking  out  into  open  mutiny. 

Sir,  we  have  raised  about  eighty  tliousand  col- 
ored troops.  They  are  obedient,  faithful,  brave. 
AtPort  Hudson,  Milliken's  Bend,  Wagner,  Olus- 
tee,  Paducah,  Fort  Pillow,  everywhere  wherever 
they  have  been  called  to  meet  the  enemies  of  our 
country,  they  have  proved  their  courage,  con- 
stancy, and  devotion.  Most  of  these  colored 
soldiers  that  we  are  paying  the  poor  pittance  of 
seven  dollars  per  month  were  earning  from  twenty 
to  thirty  dollars  per  month.  These  men  feel 
that  they  have  been  deceived  by  those  who  en- 
listed them;  that  they  are  unjustly  dealt  with  by 
the  Government,  and  they  are  dissatisfied  at  such 
deception  and  injustice.  The  fifty-fourth  regi- 
ment of  Massachusetts  volunteers,  that  on  the 
bloody  fields  of  Wagner  and  Olusteehave  won  a 
glorious  name,  was  enlisted  under  the  solemn 
pledge  of  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  that  they 
should  receive  the  same  compensation  as  the  other 
regiments  of  that  Commonwealth.  On  the  23th 
of  May  that  regiment  left  Massachusetts  amid 
the  plaudits  of  the  people  for  the  coasts  of  South 
Carolina.  The  men  received  a  bounty  of  fifty 
dollars  from  the  State;  they  have  been  in  the  field 
nearly  eleven  months.  At  Morris  Island;  at 
Wagner,  where  Colonel  Shaw,  their  accomplished 
young  leader,  fell;  at  Olustce,  where  they  were 
pushed  forward  into  the  jaws  of  death  to  check  the 
advancing  and  victorious  enemy,  and  cover  and 
save  our  defeated  army,  this  gallant  regiment,  that 
left  Massachusetts  with  crowded  ranks,  has  lost 
half  its  numbers  in  killed  and  wounded.  This 
regiment  has  never  received  one  dollar  of  pay 
during  these  eleven  months  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  These  heroic  men  have 
toiled  forthe  country, fought  forthe  country,  bled 
for  the  country,  suffered  for  the  country,  and  died 
for  the  country  that  has  broken  its  plighted  faith 
to  them. 

Sir,  can  we,  dare  we  hope  for  the  blessing  of 
Heaven  upon  our  cause  while  we  perpetrate  these 
wrongs  or  suffer  them  to  remain  unredressed? 
Can  we  demand  that  the  rebels  shall  give  to  our 
colored  soldiers  the  rights  of  civilized  warfare 
while  we  refuse  to  them  equality  of  rights  ?  Caa 
we  redress  the  brutalaiui  bloody  butchery  at  Fort 
Pillow  while  we  continue  this  injustice?  Sir,tho 
whole  country  is  horrified  at  the  barbarities  per- 
petrated by  the  rebels  upon  our  colored  soldiers. 
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The  civilized  world  will  be  shocked  as  it  reads 
of  the  bloody  butchery  at  Fort  Pillow.  But,  sir, 
I  feel  that  the  imlion  is  doin^  a  wrong  to  the  col- 
ored soldiers  hardly  loss  wicked  than  the  wronjjs 
perpetrated  upon  them  by  slavehohiing  traitors. 
Let  us  right  tlieir  wrongs.  Let  the  Senate  adopt 
this  amendment.  The  issue  will  then  be  distinct- 
ly presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  will,  I  am  con- 
fident, promptly  concur  in  righting  tlie  grievous 
wrongs  of  our  country's  heroic  defenders. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  have  no  question  that  tlie 
measure  oll'ered  by  tiie  Senator  ought  to  be  passed, 
and  passed  at  once.  Tile  only  objection  to  it  is  as 
to  putting  it  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  It 
certainly  comes  within  the  rules.  It  is  independ- 
ent legislation;  but  it  relates  to  the  subject-matter 
of  the  bill;  that  is,  the  use  of  the  money  which 
is  appropriated  in  the  bill.  The  only  possible 
objection  is  the  one  of  form,  and  I  merely  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  it.  If  the  Senate  are 
disposed  to  waive  that  objection,  and  put  the 
amendment  on  the  bill,  I  shall  not  object.  There 
is  no  objection  to  it  under  the  rules  that  I  know 
of,  as  it  comes  from  the  Committee  on  iVIilitary 
Affairs.  I  therefore  simply  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  fact.  1  have  no  doubt  it  ought 
to  pass. 

IVlr.  DAVIS.  I  ask  for  a  division  on  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  We  may  as  well  have  the 
yeas  and  nays,  then,  in  order  to  obtain  a  quorum. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  32,  nays  5;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Cliaiidli'r,  Clark,  Col- 
laiiier,  Comiess,  Cowan,  Dixoii,  Dooliiile,  Fessi'nden,  Fos- 
tiT,  Grinifs,  Hale,  llanling,  lIi'n(lc'i>:oji,  Howard,  Ilovve, 
JoliusoM,  Lane  oF  ftidiana,  MeDnn'^'all,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Pojnoroy,  Ramsov,Sli(Tinan,  Spragiic,  Sumner, 'i'en  Eyck, 
Trnml)ull,  VaaVVmkio,  Willey,  and  Wilson— 32. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buckalow,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Powell, 
and  Saulsbury — 5. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  offer  the  followingamendment 
to  come  in  as  a  new  section: 

Jind  he  it  furl  her  cnac{e(l.  That  when  the  existing  insur- 
rection and  rebellion  shall  have  been  suppressed,  and  the 
authority  a.nd  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  have  been 
reestabli:-hed  in  the  United  States  where  the  people  are  in 
rebellion,  all  negroes  then  in  the  niiliiary  service  of  the 
United  States  shall  thereupon  be  discharged  from  such  ser- 
vice. 

I  ask  for  tlie  yeas  and  iiays  upon  tliis  amend- 
ment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Then  I  call  for  a  division. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were,  on  a  di- 
vision— ayes  5,  noes  24;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  9,  nays  2C;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buekahnv,  Carlile,  Cowau,  Davis,  Hen- 
derson. Hendricks,  Johnson,  .McDougall,  and  Powell — 9. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anlliony,  Brown,  (Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
laiiier,Coniiess.  Dixon,  Doolitlle,Fessenden,Grimis,  (!ale, 
Harding,  Hovvar<l,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Morgan,  fttorrill, 
Ponierov,  Uauisev,  Slierniaii,  Spraguc,  Sumner, 'J"eu  Eyck, 
Truiiibn'll,  Van  'Winkle,  Willey,  and  Wilson— 26. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  quorum 
of  thi;  Senate  prcsiMlt. 

Mr.  POMEllOY.  Is  it  in  order  for  me  to  move 
to  refer  some  p.ipcrs.' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  without 
a  quorum. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Is  it  in  order  to  make  a  re- 
mark? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not,  unless 
the  S'-nator  nmlces  a  motion.  It  will  llien  be  in 
order  to  niahe  n  icmarlc  ii[)on  that  iTiotion. 

Mr.  SU.MNER.  1  move  that  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  b<!  requested  to  proceed  im- 
mediately, as  soon  as  we  have  a  quorum,  with 
the  consideration  of  his  proposition  to  determine 
what  is  the  quorum  of  this  body.  Such  incidents 
as  tliis  nccnriin;';  daily  admonisli  us  that  we  ought 
to  adopt  thnt  rule. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  This  is  the  second  lime 
the  Senator  fi'oni  Ma.'isacliusetts  has  reminded  me 
of  that  proposition.  I  assure  him  that  it  is  en- 
tirely beyond  my  conirnl.  It  was  sent  to  tin- 
Judiciary  C<miinittce,  aiul  is  very  safely  lioust  d 
there.  I  have  calh'd  on  the  memljcisof  that  com- 
iiiiltee  d.iy  by  day  to  report  either  for  or  against 
it,  but  I  (Minioi  ^'et  it  !>.■(■,, re  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SUMNIsR.  Why  should  not  the  Senator 
move  It  in  open  Senate,  and  pas.s  it  over  the  com- 
mittee.' 


Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  think  that  would 
be  treating  the  committee  very  courteously.  I 
observe  that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  is 
lu-usent,  and  I  take  this  occasion  to  say  to  him 
that  1  hope  he  will  report  it  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  have  great  respect  for  that 
committee;  but  still  the  business  of  the  Senate 
must  be  carried  on. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  move  that  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  be  directed  to  request  the  attendance  of  ab- 
sentees that  business  may  proceed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  will  request  the  attendance  of  absent  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  if  he  can  give  us  any  information  when 
that  resolution  to  which  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts has  referred  will  probably  be  reported 
from  his  committee.  It  is  important  that  it  should 
be  acted  upon  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  suppose  I  might  state 
to  the  Senator  that  the  committee  considered  that 
matter  once  or  twice,  and  had  jiretty  much  come 
to  a  conclusion  in  regard  to  it  as  the  matter  then 
stood;  and  if  they  were  to  report,  tlie  probability 
is  that  the  report  would  not  accomjilish  any  ob- 
ject which  the  Senator  from  Ohio  may  have  in 
view;  and  it  was  thought  belter  by  the  committee, 
until  there  was  a  greater  necessity  for  bringing 
the  matter  before  the  Senate,  to  let  it  lie. 

Mr.  SUMNER..  Would  not  the  report  from 
the  como^tee  bring  the  matter  before  the  Senate? 

Mr.  'rtPUMBULL.  We  did  not  think  it  ad- 
visable thai  it  should  be  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  That  is  the  point.  The  com- 
mittee does  not  think  it  advisable  that  it  should 
be  brought  before  the  Senate.  Any  report  of  the 
committee  would  bring  it  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  will  inquire  of  the  Chair  what 
is  the  question  before  the  Senate? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Iowa  calls  tlie  Senators  to  order;  and  they  are 
evidently  out  of  order,  there  being  no  question 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY  entered  the  Chamber,  and 
the  Secretary  called  his  name,  and  he  voted 
"yea." 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  move  that  further  pro- 
ceedings under  the  order  of  the  Senate  instructing 
the  Sergeanl-al-Arms  to  request  the  atlendance  of 
absent  members  be  di.^pensed  with. 

Several  Senators.  Let  him  bring  them  in  any- 
how. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.     Very  well. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  tliink  there  isaquorum 
now  in  the  Senate,  and  that  we  can  proceed  with 
business.  I  will  ask  that  the  vote  be  retaken  on 
the  amendment  to  ascertain  that  fact, 

Mr.  WILSON.     The  vote  is  not  lost. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Yes,  sir.  The  vote  hav- 
ing been  declared,  I  suppose  it  is  necessary  to  take 
it  over  again. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be,  in  the 
impression  of  the  Chair.  The  Chair  will  again 
call  for  the  vole.  It  may  be  done  in  that  way,  or 
by  a  motion  for  an  adjournment,  or  a  ]ioslpone- 
ment.  The  Chair  will  therefore  order  the  Secre- 
tary again  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW.  On  what  question  is  the 
roll  to  be  called  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  On  the  same  ques- 
tion on  which  the  Senate  has  just  voted  and  found 
itself  without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Was  not  the  vole  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware  [Mr.  Saulsbury]  taken  and 
counted  just  novi^  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  was  not.  The 
Secretary  called  his  name,  but  it  was  improperly 
called,  its  the  vote  had  been  declared. 

The  qui  stion  being  again  taU'en  by  yeas  and 
nays,  resulted — yeas  10,  nays  27;  as  follows: 

VEAS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Hen- 
derson, Hendricks,  Johnson,  McDougall,  Powell,  and 
Saulsbury- 111. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Clark,  (^ollanierjConness,  Dix- 
on, Doolittic,  Fe.ssenden.  Grinu'S,  Hale,  Harding,  Howard, 
Howe,  I,ane  of  Indiana,  Ijane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Ponierov,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Spragni,Hurniier,Teii  E\ck, 
Truniliu"ll,  Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  and  Wil- 
son—07. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 
Mr.  DAVIS.      I  propose  another  amendment; 
to  add  the  following  as  an  additional  section: 
»3iirf  lie  it  fuHhcr  ciiailxd,  That  in  every  cose  wlicrenny 


private  soldier  or  non-commissioned  oiricer  may  heretofore 
liave  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  mustered  into  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  vvlio  may  have  been  or 
shall  hereafter  be  honorably  discharged  from  sueh  service, 
or  v.'ho  may  have  heretofore  died  or  shaU  liereatter  die  in 
sueh  service  without  having  received  or  being  entitled  to  re- 
c('iveany  bounty,  every  private  soldier  or  noncouunissioned 
otticer  that  may  be  living,  and  the  legal  representatives  of 
all  that  may  be  dead  or  that  may  hereafter  die  without  re- 
ceiving any  bounty,  shall  be  entillod  to  and  shall  be  paid 
bounty  as  here  declared,  to  wit:  all  those  who  entered  the 
service  for  three  years,  the  sum  of  $100;  and  those  who 
entered  the  service  for  a  less  term,  the  proportionate  sum 
that  their  terms  bear  to  $100  for  three  years. 

Mr.-  FESSENDEN.  That  is  legislation  that 
has  not  been  considered  by  any  committee  of  the 
Senate.     1  hope,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  1  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  v/erc  ordered. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  1  will  say  but  a  word  on  this 
proposition.  It  was  sent  to  ine  by  some  soldiers 
from  Pennsylvania,  with  a  request  that  1  would 
present  it  to  the  Senate,  and  I  agreed  to  do  so. 
1  think  the  proposition  is  right,  and  I  shall  there- 
fore support  it.  We  are  now  giving  pay  and 
emoluments  to  negro  soldiers  in  every  respect 
equivalent  to  that  which  we  give  to  the  while  sol- 
diers. There  were  many  while  soldiers  who 
entered  the  service  early  in  the  war,  some  of 
whom  have  been  killed  in  batile,  some  of  whom 
have  died  from  disease,  someof  whoin  have  been 
discharg(^d  by  reason  of  wounds  and  sickness, 
and  a  good  many,  as  I  am  informed,  are  in  a  con- 
dition to  need  this  bounty;  and  yet  they  have 
never  received  any. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  wish  to  raise  a  point  of 
order  on  this  amendment.  I  ask  the  Senator  if 
it  comes  from  any  committee? 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Certainly  not. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  I  raise  the  point 
of  order  that  the  amendment  is  not  in  order,  as  it 
makes  an  ajipropriation. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  think  the  proposition  is  in 
order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Maine  will  state  his  point,  so  that  the  Chair  will 
understand  it.  The  amendment,  as  the  Chair 
understands  it,  does  not  make  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  increases  the  appro- 
priation necessarily.  It  directs  a  certain  payment 
to  be  made.  It  lays  the  foundation  for  appro- 
priations.    I  do  not  know  that  it  makes  them. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  This  proposition  does  not  in- 
crease the  appropriations,  and  does  not  make  any, 
as  I  understand.  It  does  not  interfere  in  the  ap- 
propriation that  is  asked,  in  the  aggregate,  or  in 
any  of  its  items. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  rule  is  that 
"no  amendment  proposingadditional  appropria- 
tions shall  be  received  to  any  general  appropria- 
tion bill  unless  it  be  made  to  carry  out  tin;  pro- 
visions 6f  some  existing  law,"&c.  In  the  im- 
pression of  the  Chair,  the  amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.   It  is  not  an  appropriation. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  the  ruling 
of  the  Chair.  The  Senator's  amendment  is  in 
order. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  was  merely  proceeding  to  make 
one  word  of  remark.  lam  informed  that  a  great 
many  soldiers,  who  entered  the  service  early  and 
have  taken  part  in  the  battles  of  the  country,  or 
their  representatives,  are  in  a  condition  in  which 
they  would  not,  under  existing  laws,  be  entitled 
to  bounty.  The  representatives  of  the  soldieis 
who  early  entered  into  the  servici;  of  country  and 
were  killed  in  battle  or  died  from  disease,  and  the 
soldiers  who  returned  to  their  homes  with  the  loss 
of  health,  with  tin  inability  to  labor,  and  with 
permanent  disability,  it  seems  to  me,  are  much 
fairer  subjects  for  bounty  from  the  Government 
than  any  negro  soldiers  that  can  be  presented  in 
any  fiuni  in  the  service  of  the  country.  I  think 
the  proposition  is  just  in  itself,  ami  that  it  ought 
to  prevail.  I  hope  it  will  prevail.  I  think  it  is 
but  a  meager  remuneration  arfd  reward  that  is 
proposed  to  he  rendt-red  to  many  men  just  as  mer- 
itorious in  point  of  patriotism  aiul  l>ravery  and  a 
true  disposition  to  serve  their  country,  as  others 
who  have  received  the  full  measure  of  bounty. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  My  objection  to  it  is 
simply  this:  it  has  never  been  ciuisidered  by  any 
committee,  we  do  not  know  the  extent  of  it,  we 
do  not  know  what  effect  it  may  have  or  what  call 
it  may  make  on  the  Treasury,  or  anything  of  that 
kind.     Wc  have  had  recently  nproof  of  thcdau- 
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gorof  passing  bills  without  having tliemconsiderc'd 
by  acommiltco.  1  hope,  ihei'tfore,  thcnrneiuliiient 
'will  not  be  put  on  this  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  There  is  anotlicr  objection 
to  this  amendment  that  occurs  to  my  mind,  and 
it  is  this:  whatever  may  be  the  co!idition  of  these 
soldiers,  llie  Government  has  carried  out  its  con- 
tracts with  them,  and  if  it  has  been  made  neces- 
sary by  the  continuance  of  the  war  to  increase 
the  provisions  made  for  the  pay  of  soldiers,  it 
does  not  follow  that  wr  are  now  to  go  on  increas- 
ing the  emoluments  arid  pay  of  every  soldier  who 
}ias  preceded  those  now  in  the  service.  That  is 
a  proposiiion  that  may  be  well  left  to  the  future, 
when  Congress  shall  have  the  whole  question  of 
the  ability  of  (he  country  to  pay  and  the  services 
rendered  by  all  parties  before  them. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  This  amendment  proposes  to 
give  a  bounty  to  private  soldiers  and  non-com- 
missioned officers,  the  men  who  bear  the  heat  and 
burden  of  tiie  day.  In  my  judgment,  if  tluire  are 
any  men  in  tlie  service  of  the  country  who  are 
entitled  to  the  liberal  bounties  and  rewards  of 
their  countrymen  it  is  those  classes  of  the  Army. 
At  least  they  have  a  larger  amount  of  my  sym- 
pathies and  o-f  my  respect  than  any  other  portion 
of  the  Army.  So  far  as  I  have  a  disposition  to 
render  justice,  and  liberal  justice  to  any  men  in 
tlie  service  of  tlie  country,  I  prefer  to  malce  that 
return  to  the  private  soldiers  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  who  are  in  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  those  who  have  left  that  service  either 
by  the  casualties  of  battle  or  by  sickness  or  by 
death  or  by  being  disabled  permanently  and  ren- 
.  dered  in.caftable  of  l;iboring  foi-  the  support  of 
themselves  and  tlieir  families.  It  seems  to  me  if 
there  is  any  portion  of  the  community  who  have 
a  strong  claim  upon  the  justice,  the  liberality,  and 
the  magnanimity  of  tlie  Government  and  the 
country,  it  is  precisely  these  classes  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  by  the  exist- 
ing law  all  soldiers  who  serve  out  their  time  of 
two  or  three  years,  and  are  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service,  receive  the  bounty  of  «J100;  and 
ail  soldiers  who  have  been  discliarged  on  account 
of  sickness  or  wounds  are  en  tilled  to  the  same 
bounty  by  the  law  of  the  3d  of  March  of  last  year. 
Tiie  amendment  I  hat  is  now  offered  applies  equally 
to  bhxck  soldiers  as  well  as  whites  ones.  It  will 
cover  the  cttse  of  black  soldiers  who  have  been 
discharged  from  the  service  as  well  as  white  ones. 
Tfiere  is  no  ground,  theiefore,  for  raising  a  ques- 
tion on  that  point;  and  I  am  very  glad  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  has  made  some  progress 
in  that  direction. 

But  it  is  a  proposition  also  to  pay  bounty  to 
men  who  were  called  into  the  service, and  whom 
we  did  not  agree  to  give  this  bounty.  Tlie  three 
months  men,  the  men  whom  we  called  out  for  nine 
months  as  militia,  are  to  bepaitl  the  same  propor- 
tionate bounty  under  this  amendment.  It  may 
be  proper  that  we  should  adopt  .some  of  its  pro- 
visions, and  (,'Xtend  our  laws  in  that  respect;  but 
J  think  a  proposition  of  that  kind  should  be  care- 
full}' guarded.  Tliere  are  a  great  many  men  who 
have  been  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  after  a  few  days'  service  who  have  re- 
ceived bounties  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  dollars 
apiece.  Since  this  Congress  met,  men  by  the  liun- 
dr(?ds,  who  were  musti^red  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  received  about  one  thousand 
dollars  bounty,  have  been  mustered  out  again. 
The  question  is,  ought  we  to  give  them  a  bounty 
of  !jjlO0  in  addition.'  A  proposition  of  ihii  kind, 
which  covers  everybody  and  everything,  black 
and  white,  ought  to  be  care("ully  matured  and 
carefully  guarded,  so  as  to  protect  the  country  and 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  If  I  cosild  iiavc  shaped  this  meas- 
ure according  to  my  own  view,  it  should  not  only 
liave  notembraced  negro  soldiers,  but  they  should 
liave  been  disbanded.  They  should  not,sofaras 
1  could  will  it,  be  a  portion  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  Slates,  nor  should  they  receiveany  emol- 
uments, if  I  could  direct  the  matter  myself,  to 
which  that  Army  might  be'entitled  utider  the  law. 
I  was  aware  of  the  operation  of  the  amcndirieiit. 
I  knew  that  if  it  claimed  any  sympathy  from  the 
Senator  from  iVIa;;saehusettg  it  would  have  to 
embrace  the  negrofs;  that  without  that  feature  it 
wolilil  not  receive  any  consideration  whatever  at 
his  hands.  However,  1  wanted  justice  done  to 
tjie  wiiite  soldier,  and  because  what  1  deem  to  be 
more  than  juslici;  might  be  done  to  tlip  negro  sol- 


dier, 1  was  not  willing  that  justice  to  the  white 
soldier  should  be  stinted;  and  therefore  I  made  it 
to  inclinlc  both. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  13,  rn\ys  24;  as  follov/s: 

YEAS— Mcs.srs.  [Jrowii,  Bucknlcvv,  C^rlili',(:ovv;ui,  Da- 
vis, Heiidriclis,  Jolin?oii,  Lane  nftmliniia,  LaiieorKaiisas, 
t'owell,  RaiiLsey,  Saiilshiiry,  and  Wilkinson — 13. 

NAYS — l>Icssr,-:.  Antlionv.  C'liandlcr,  Clark,  (Jollamer, 
Conncs.s,  Dixon,  Dooliiilc,  Pessenden,  [''out,  Grim(;s,  Hale, 
Henderson,  Howe,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Slu^rman, 
Sprague,  Suiniicr,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle, 
Willey,  and  WiUon-:24. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  will  offer  another  amendment, 
to  insert  as  a  new  section  the  following; 

,^nd  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  when  any  property 
whatever  belonging  to  any  per.-on  or  por.>ons  loyal  to  the 
United  yiato.s  shall  have  beun  hiT(nofore,  orsliali  he  here- 
after, taken,  used,  or  ii))propriated  by  any  military  or  naval 
officer  Ihoroof  for  the  use  and  service  of  the  Unitiul  States, 
the  owneror owners  of  sneli  |)rnperly  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  fair  and  reasonable  value  of  such  property  where  it  is 
of  a  personal  character,  and  to  a  fair  and  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  its  use  where  it  is  of  the  natnreof  real  estate. 
And  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court  for  the 
district  ill  vvliioli  any  pro[)erty  may  be  so  tak(Mi,  appropri- 
ated, or  used,  shall  appoint  one  or  more  commissioners 
resident  therein  to  take  proof  and  report  upon  tlie  points 
of,  first,  the  taking,  appropriation,  or  use  as  aloresaid  of 
any  propcMty  by  any  military  or  naval  officer  ol'  ilie  United 
States  ;  secondly,  ilic  fair  and  reasonable  value  or  com- 
pensation for  the  use  of  any  inopeny  so  taken,  appropri- 
ated, and  used;  third,  the  loyalty  of  the  owner  or  owners 
of  such  property.  Said  jndgi'  shall  establish  rules  and  reg- 
ulations to  direct  siicli  L-omniissioner  in  the  peri'ormnncc 
of  his  duties.  Hi;  may  confirm  or  remand  the  report  in 
vacation  as  well  as  term  time,  and  when  it  is  confirmed  it 
shall' be  final  and  eonclnsive  and  the  aniouiit«*eported  by 
it  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  President,  most  of  the  Senators  in  this 
Chamber,  and  wlio  control  and  fashion  its  meas- 
ui'es,  represent  States  that  have  never  been  reached 
by  the  storms  and  devastations  of  this  civil  war. 
They  send  their  sons  to  the  Army,  who  fall  in 
battle,  or  die  by  disease  in  camp,  or  return  home 
with  mutilated  bodies  or  broken-down  health; 
but  the  foe  has  never  trod  their  soil;  their  gov- 
ernments move  on  undisturbed;  their  laws  are 
exccjjted,  person  and  |iroperty  are  jirotected  and 
secure;  industry  and  the  pursuits  of  life  proceed; 
the  great  mass  of  their  population  know  nothing 
of  the  v/ar,  except  as  they  read  of  it  in  the  news- 
papers, or  hear  the  reverberations  of  its  thunders 
from  far  off,  or  are  called  upon  by  collectors  for 
the  taxes  levied  upon  them  to  sustain  it.  But  we 
are  informed  by  tiie  public  prints  of  the  manu- 
facturing States,  by  their  representatives  in  Con- 
gress, and  by  their  people  in  every  social  circle, 
that  their  labor  was  never  so  fully  or  proiitaldy 
employed;  that  their  manufacturing  companies 
are  making  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-three  per 
cent,  beyond  all  former  rates  of  profits;  that  their 
people  before  never  had  so  much  money,  or  were 
accumulating  wealth  so  rapidly,  or  indulging 
themselves  in  sucli  fine  houses  and  heavy  extrava- 
gance, or  their  families  parading  such  S|)Iendid 
equipages,  or  Hashing  such  costly  and  magnificent 
jewels  and  diamonds;  that  their  section  of  country 
is  able  to  bear  and  pay  double  the  present  amount 
of  taxes,  and  it  must  be  imposed  to  carry  on  the 
war  and  conquer  and  subjugate  the  rebel  States, 
and,  if  needs  be,  to  exterminate  the  rebels  and 
part  out  their  lands  among  the  freed  negroes  and 
conquering  soldiers. 

But  what  have  been  and  arc  tlie  aspects  of  this 
War  in  the  border  slave  States,  including  Ken- 
tucky.' Its  visage  is  terribly  grim  to  them  to 
what  it  is  to  the  manufacturing  and  particularly 
the  New  England  States.  It  has  burst  in  its  fury 
upon  those  border  States  and  desolated  large  por- 
tions of  them.  Thousands  ujion  thousands  of 
comfortable  farm-houses,  many  of  their  to  wns  and 
villages,  and  tlieir  pulilic  works,  have  been  given 
up  to  connagration.  Tlieir  fencing  around  their 
fruitful  fields  and  smiling  orchards  has  been  swept 
away  for  camp  fires,  and  every  vestige  of  vegeta- 
tion and  the  soil  itself  trodden  out  by  the  encamp- 
ment and  continued  movement  of  armies.  Rob- 
bery, murder,  and  rapine  have  made  the  land 
frightful;  largo  portions  of  its  iieojile  have  been 
driven  into  exile  by  constantly  recurring  maraud- 
ingexpeditions;  business,  industry, and  laborhave 
not  only  been  disturbed  but  extensively  broken 
up,  ami  their  avails  generally  rcstricteil,  and  in 
myriads  of  cases  wholly  cut  off.  Hundreds  and 
hundreds  arc  wanderin":  about  homcle.<?s  and 
houseless,  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  who 
by  diligent  laljor  and  prudent  economy  were  liv- 


ing comfortably,  have  to  restrict  themselves  to 
meager  allowances,  and  many  do  not  know  one 
day  what  they  tire  to  eat  the  next.  A  few  con- 
tractors for  horses,  mules,  and  other  Arrny  sup- 
plies, make  some  money,  but  with  the  entire  popu- 
lation besides  there  is  not  only  no  accumulation, 
but  very  many  are  consuming  in  daily  subsist- 
ence what  they  had  garnered  up  in  peaceful  and 
prosperous  days  for  the  evening  of  life,  and  to 
leave  as  a  moiJerate  provision  for  their  funnilies 
when  they  should  be  called  hence.  Multitudes, 
besides  necessary  expenses,  do  not  make  enough 
to  meet  their  direct  and  indirect  taxes.  State  and 
Fedeial,and  a  great  many  are  wholly  unable  to 
pay  them.  While  the  New  England  States  have 
a  monopo.ly  of  most  of  the  manufactured  articles 
for  the  supply  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  are 
receivingfrom  the  Government  the  largest  amount 
of  its  disbursements  in  enormous  prices,  the  forms 
of  our  industry  do  not  enable  us  to  make  any  com- 
petition with  them.  The  war  that  is  enriching 
them  is  reducing  us  to  poverty  and  hopeless  bank- 
ruptcy, and  its  continuance  gives  them  the  fruits 
not  only  of  their  own  labor  but  also  of  ours.  They 
have  been  opposed  to  former  wars  because,  in- 
stead of  making  money  by  them,  their  fruits  were 
burdens  upon  their  capital,  business,  and  labor. 
If  this  v/ar  had  brought  to  them  the  same  conse- 
quences as  to  us  they  would  have  been  opposed 
to  it  from  the  beginning,  and  in  the  language  of 
one  of  their  prominent  statesmen  and  warriors, 
would  have  been  "  willing  for  the  Union  to  slide." 
If  the  state  of  the  case  were  even  now  to  shift, and 
the  war  were  to  bring  upon  them  the  same  bur- 
densand  afflictions  thatitdoesupon  us, they  would 
change,  and  become  anti-war,  though  the  Union 
did  slide,  with  the  same  facility  with  which,  from 
being  intensely  pro-slavery,  they  became  fanatic- 
ally abolition  because  they  could  make  no  more 
money  out  of  slavery. 

But>«  more  poignant  misery  of  this  war  than 
the  destruction  of  our  material  prosperity,  and  the 
gaunt  want  to  which  it  has  brought  so  many  of 
our  people,  is  the  division  it  produced  among  us. 
It  precipitated  fully  twenty-five  thousand  of  the 
sons  of  Kentucky,  comprehending  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  flower  of  our  chivalry,  into  the  rebel 
army.  It  sundered  families,  arraying  in  hostile 
ranks  and  mortal  strife  kindred,  and  brothers,  and 
even  fathers  and  sons.  The  erring  left  the  family 
altars,  declaring  that  the  North  for  long  years  had 
been  preparing  the  mind  and  the  heart  of  its  peo- 
ple for  a  sectional  war  against  the  South,  its  peo- 
ple, its  social  structure,  its  institutions,  its  slave 
property,  its  material  wealth  and  prosperity,  for 
the  subversion  of  all,  and  for  the  utter  subjuga- 
tion of  not  only  the  rebel  but  of  the  whole  of  the 
slave  States. 

The  great  market  for  the  exports  of  Kentucky 
were  the  southern  States.  From  their  settlement, 
many  of  her  children  had  gone  and  made  their 
homes  in  them,  and  raised  families  and  amassed 
wealth.  The  southern  planters  came  into  our 
midst  to  spend  the  sickly  months  of  summer,  as 
well  strangers  as  those  who  had  been  born  among 
us.  Their  sons  intermarried  with  ourdaughters, 
and  our  sons  with  their  daughters.  We  were  a 
kindred  people,  and  had  a  community  of  prop- 
erty, institutions,  and  interests.  We  were  their 
producers,  they  our  consumers,  and  we  drew  the 
bounties  of  our  surplus  labor  from  the  cotton  and 
sugar  plantations  of  the  South,  as  did  also  to  a 
large  extent  so  many  of  the  manufacturing  and 
agricultural  portions  of  the  fi-ee  States.  On  the 
other  hand,  except  for  the  sale  of  a  fevv  cattle  in 
New  York  city,  and  an  occasional  lot  of  mules 
at  iron  manufactories  in  Pennsylvania,  Kentucky 
found  no  market  in  the  free  States.  Her  wheat 
passes  in  the  crude  form  or  as  flour  to  Europe. 
New  England  buys  nothing  from  us,  but  we  are 
large  consumers  of  her  manufactures.  We  have 
long  been  developing  her  manufacturing  industry 
and  skill,  and  adding-  to  her  enormous  wealth  by 
paying  to  her  the  money  which  we  have  been 
drawing  from  the  South.  Trade,  interest,  com- 
munity of  i>roperty  and  institutions,  social  inter- 
course, the  strong  ties  of  family  and  kindred,  and 
the  most  solemn  monitions  of  our  soutliern  breth- 
ren, and  so  many  of  our  children  in  our  midst,  that 
the  people  of  the  free,4ind  particularly  of  the  New 
Englanil  States,  meditated  remorseless  waragainst 
them  all,  as  well  in  Kentucky  and  the  other  bor- 
der slave  as  the  southern  Stales,  beckoned  ua  to 
the  soutliern  confederalion. 
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Bat  on  tlie  other  hand  there  was  our  deep  and 
true  appreciation  of  our  Consiiiutinn,  of  thi;  price- 
less liberties  which  it  guarantied  to  the  American 
people,  of  the  Union  which  it  formed,  and  of  the 
protection,  pence,  security,  prosperity,  and  hap- 
piness which  it  would  secure  to  all  covered  by 
us  aegis,  so  long  as  (hat  jegis  should  remain  un- 
broken, all  the  glories  of  the  past  and  all  the 
limitless  iiopos  of  the  future,  and  duty,  and  hon- 
or, drawing  us  with  their  resistless  force  to  bear 
tfftr  full  part  in  every  proper  measure  to  put 
down  the  insurrection,  and  to  vindicate  the  con- 
stitutional and  benignant  sovereignty  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  We  halted  not,  we  hesitated  not;  but 
heedless  of  all  else  we  stood  to  our  duty  and  honor. 
Your  President  had  declared  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  that  he  had  "  neither  the  power  nor 
the  inclination  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the 
States."  He  had  said  to  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  by  his  Secretary  of  State: 

"The  rights  of  llie  States,  and  the  condition  of  every  hu- 
man being  in  them,  will  remain  precisely  the  same,  whether 
the  revolution  shall  succeed  or  whether  it  shall  fail.  In  one 
case  the  States  would  be  federally  connected  with  the  new 
confederacy;  in  the  other  they  would, as  now,  he  members 
of  the  United  States,  but  their  constiiutioiis,  laws,  customs, 
hahils,  and  institutions,  in  eithei  case,  will  remain  the 
iamc." 

You  Senators  resolved,  with  but  three  negative 
votes, 

'Vriiat  this  war  is  not  waged  on  your  part  in  any  spirit  of 
oppression,  or  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subjugation, 
or  purpose  of  overtiirniiif;  or  interfering  with  the  rights  or 
eslabliflicd  institutions  of  those  [southern]  Slates,  but  to 
defend  and  maintain  ihe  sujircmacy  of  the  Constitution, 
and  preserve  the  Union  with  all  the  dignity,  equality,  and 
rigA^sof  the  several  Stales  unimpaired;  and  as  soon  as 
these  objects  are  attained  the  war  ought  to  cease." 

We  believed  that  these  soleinn  pledges  were 
made  by  men  of  truth,  honor, and  patriotism:  be- 
sides, their  observance  being  required  by  the 
plainest  principles  of  the  Constitution,  we  doubted 
not  that  they  would  be  kept  in  the  best  faith.  But 
how  deplorably  have  we  been  deceived  and  be- 
trayed! 

If  you  and  your  President  had  then,  with  manly 
frankness,  declared  that  it  was  your  purpose  to 
seize  the  occasion  offered  by  the  insurrection  to 
destroy  slavery,  as  well  in  the  loyal  as  in  the 
rebel  States;  and  to  effect  it  you  intended  to  dis- 
regard the  Federal  Constitution,  its  partition,  lim- 
itations and  restrictions  of  power,  its  compro- 
mises and  guarantees;  to  subvert  all  the  reserved 
sovereignty  of  the  States  and  the  people,  and 
yourselves  to  assume,  by  usurpation,  arbitrary 
and  unlimited  power;  to  tear  down  the  regularly 
organized  State  constitutions  and  governments, 
and  to  authorize  less  than  a  tithe  of  their  people 
respectively  to  reconstruct  them,  by  the  agency  of 
elections  held  by  such  contemptible  minorities, 
and  they  still  further  degraded  by  the  presence 
and  control  of  a  pervading  military  despotism, 
and  by  the  imposition  of  conditions  and  oaths 
which  bring  shame  and  di.shonor  upon  patriotic 
manhood  ;  that  you  intended  a  regular  and  general 
system  of  military  arrests  without  preferringany 
charge  of  crime  or  offense,  and  to  drag  your  vic- 
tims from  homo  and  friends  to  be  imprisoned  in- 
definitely in  distant  fortifications  and  penitentia- 
ries; and  to  deprive  civilians  of  trial  by  jury  and 
bring  them  before  petty  courts-martial  for  offenses 
unknown  to  law,  to  be  punished  according  to 
their  own  arbitrary  will,  or  in  subordination  to 
the  oppres.sive  purpo.ses  of  their  superiors;  that 
to  permeate  all  the  loyal  States  with  your  organ- 
ized military  desjiolism,  and  to  secure  the  dctru- 
sion  of  the  civil  courts  and  laws  when  it  should 
become  necessary  to  effectuate  any  of  your  siri- 
isler  ends,  you  would  pass  a  law  authorizing  the 
President  to  sus|)end  at  his  will  the  writ  of /laftcas 
corpua;  that  yon  would  control  the  elections. 
State  and  Federal,  by  the  bayonet,  and,  to  make 
it  more  certain,  you  would  convert  the  camps  into 
your  partisan  hustings,  where  iron  military  rule 
should  stifle  free  IjiiUotand  enact  the  mockiry  of 
regisirring  the  votes  of  soldiers  for  your  predes- 
tined appoinlecK  to  ofHce;  that  to  overthrow  the 
power  of  the  people  and  continue  your  party  in 
office,  by  the  forms  of  (JiMUion  you  would,  with- 
out the  consi'Ot  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
erect  her  wesiern  counties  into  a  new  State,  rec- 
ognize one  tenth  of  the  renfliining  counties  as  the 
old  State,  mnr.shai  into  the  Union  Louisiana, 
Texas,  and  Tennessee  by  constitutions  formed 
under  the  President's  tithing  proclamation,  and 
admit  Colorado,  Nevada,  and  Nebraska  as  new 


States,  when  all  together  have  not  as  much  popu- 
lation as  the  ratio  that  gives  right  to  om;  Repre- 
sentative. Had  you  disclosed  in  the  beginning  such 
an  array  ofdiabolical  policy  and  measures  your  fall 
would  have  been  that  of  Lucifer.  Buleven  now 
iheirenorniity  should  first  bring  the  nation  aghast, 
and  then  nerve  it  with  the  spiritof  implacable  jus- 
tice against  their  autliors.  Had  you  revealed  them 
at  once  to  the  people  in  such  manifold,  extensive, 
and  hideous  proportions  they  would  have  hurled 
you  suddenly  fro^i  the  heights  of  your  power. 
Under  the  specious  but  false  pretext  of  enforcing 
the  laws,  upholding  the  Constitution,  and  restor- 
ing the  Union  by  suppressing  the  insurrection 
without  disturbing  the  people  of  the  rebel  Slates 
in  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  their  rights,  except  so 
far  as  they  should  forfeit  them  by  the  judgment 
of  the  law,  you  progressed  step  by  step  to  inveigle 
the  nation  to  intrust  you  with  its  whole  military 
power,  all  its  men,  all  its  money,  and  you  have 
proceeded  to  forge  gigantic  chains  with  which  to 
manacle  your  masters,  the  sovereign  people.  But 
the  popular  Samson  will  yet  burst  his  fetters  and 
free  himself.  In  every  true  and  well-informed 
man  you  have  a  life-long  and  inexorable  adver- 
sary, and  as  your  deluded  followers  throw  from 
theirsouls  darkness  and  tliralldom  they  will  swell 
the  free  and  conquering  hosts  which  will  over- 
throw you  forever.  The  people  will  call  a  sov- 
ereign convention,  and  by  that  agency  they  will 
reconstruct  their  Government  and  Union,  which 
you  have  well-nigh  laid  in  ruins. 

We  often  hear  and  meet  in  the  public  prints 
invocations  from  demagogues  and  deceivers  to 
the  people  generally  to  be  true  and  stand  by  the 
old  Government,  and  to  the  people  of  the  southern 
States  to  return  to  it  and  receive  its  paternal  pro- 
tection. Where  is  the  old  Government?  As  it 
is  now  administered,  if  Washington,  and  Madi- 
son, and  its  other  great  founders  could  rise  from 
their  honored  graves,  would  they  recognize  it  as 
the  Government  which  they  had  fashioned  for  the 
people  of  the  United  States  .'  Never.  And  what, 
in  fact,  do  those  who  have  charge  of  it  offer  to 
the  people  of  the  southern  States  but  a  slavery 
more  galling  than  that  of  Hungary  or  Poland.' 

Do  not  the  borderslave  States,  that,  beset  with 
such  difficulties,  trials,  and  perils,  have  yet  con- 
tinued constant  and  true  to  the  Union  and  the 
Government,  merit  from  those  in  power  at  least 
sheer  justice.'  Is  not  every  loyal  person  in  any 
State  entitled  to  the  full  measure  of  justice  from 
his  Government  and  those  who  administer  it.' 
Private  property  to  the  amount  of  hundreds 
of  millions,  belonging  to  loyal  people  in  the 
States  where  the  Union  armies  have  marched  or 
held  post,  has  been  consumed,  appropriated,  and 
used  by  thern,  and  for  which  no  compensation 
has  been  made.  I  doubt  not  that  these  unsatis- 
fied claims  for  other  than  slave  property  in  Ken- 
lucky  exceed  twenty  million  dollars,  and,  in- 
cluding those  for  slaves,  would  amount  to  bc- 
twgcn  thirty  and  forty  millions.  Large  amounts 
accrued  between  two  and  three  years  ago,  and  we 
have  been  clamorous  again  and  again  for  pay- 
ment, both  at  the  Treasury  and  in  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress;  but  hitherto  not  only  without  suc- 
cess, but  uncheercd  by  any  ]irospect  of  success. 
The  amendiTienl  I  have  proposed,  or  some  such 
measure,  is  necessary  to  enable  us  to  obtain  what 
the  United  States  honestly  owes  us.  Will  you 
pay  us,  or  is  it  your  purpose  to  repudiate  the 
debt.'  You  should  beware  how  you  tearh,by 
act  or  omission,  the  lesson  of  repudiation.  Those 
whom  you  represent  have  and  will  have  the  bonds 
of  the  United  States  for  thousands  of  millions, 
created  largely  by  shoddy  manufactures,  sold  to 
the  Government  at  two  or  three  limes  its  value, 
and  very  largely  to  pay  the  ex])enses  of  the  war, 
not  only  against  llie  insurrection  but  against  sla- 
very in  every  State,  against  the  Constilution 
and  liberties  of  the  peojile,  and  for  the  subjuga- 
tion and  enslavement  of  the  white  people  of  the 
South.  That  cup  of  repudiation  which  you  tender 
to  our  lijts  you  may  have  to  drain  to  the  dregs. 

But  you  not  only  refuse  to  make  us  tiny  com- 
pensation for  the  many  millions  of  our  pro|)erty 
tnken  for  public  use,  but  you  arc  pioceeding  to 
break  up  the  deep  foundations  of  our  system  of 
Federal  and  State  governments,  and  to  make  a 
great  and  sure  revolution  by  an  unauthorized 
change  of  the  Constitution ,  to  consummate  at  once 
the  utter  destruction  of  slavery  in  every  State, 
irrespective  of  the  sedate  and  fixed  opinion  of  the 


people,  or  of  the  power  and  action  of  changing 
majorities.  Your  scheme  is  by  this  act  of  revo-* 
Union  to  rob  Kentucky  of  $150,000,000  of  slave 
properly  without  one  dollar  of  remuneration. 
Was  ever  the  attachment  and  fidelity  of  any  [)eo- 
ple  to  their  Government  so  sorely  tried  and  found 
80  steady  and  so  true.' 

Public  affairs  are  in  a  terrible  condition  when 
most  of  the  wisest,  best,  and  most  patriotic  men 
of  the  whole  country  ar^^ unable  to  form  a  sat- 
isfactory opinion  whether  the  rebellion  or  the 
administration  of  their  own  Government  is  the 
greatest  scourge.  I  indulge  the  hope  that  both 
are  transitory.  One  might  reverenily  wish  that 
the  afflictions  of  either  will  satisfy  the  purposes 
of  a  merciful  God  in  the  punishment  of  our  na- 
tional sins;  but  I  cannot  conceive  how  both  for 
a  great  length  of  lime  could  be  endured.  If  the 
disorders  and  ills  which  the  maladministration  of 
the  Government  have  brought  upon  the  country, 
as  1  have  portrayed  them,  are  the  fruits  of  the 
war,  and  are  to  be  permanently  fixed  upon  it,  it 
were  a  thousand  times  better  that  there  should 
have  been  no  war;  if  its  cessation  would  correct 
them,  it  should  not  continue  another  da}'. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. I  wish  to  address  the  Senate  upon  the 
suliject,  but  1  do  not  desire  to  do  so  this  afternoon. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

ThePRESIDINGOFFlCER,  (Mr.  Anthon? 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  ask  for  tlie  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CONN  ESS.  Since  the  yeas  and  nays 
are  about  to  be  taken  on  the  amendment,  I  wish 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  it.  In  the  second  line 
of  the  amendment,  after  the  words  "  property 
whatever,"  I  move  to  insert  the  words  "except 
slaves."  I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  any  time,  but 
I  will  very  briefly  explain  my  reason  for  offering 
this  amendment.  I  do  it  because  I  believe,  as  was 
shown  clearly  in  the  Senate  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Johnson,]  and  which  I 
will  not  more  than  refer  to,  that  slaves  are  persons, 
and  that  the  Government  in  this  war  is  entitled 
to  their  services.  Therefore  I  desire  them  to  be 
exempted  from  the  property  to  be  paid  for  by  the 
Government.  That  is  one  reason  why  I  desire 
to  insert  these  words,  "  except  slaves.  " 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  put  the  question 
on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  de- 
clared that  the  noes  appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Let  us  iiave  a  division  upon 
it.  Perhaps  the  Senate  do  not  understand  the 
amendment. 

iMr.  FESSENDEN.  That  will  make  two  calls 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  a  thing  perfectly  absurd, 
and  svhich  there  is  no  use  of  putting  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  am  very  weU  aware  of  Ihe 
force  of  the  language  of  the  S<;nator  from  Maine 
and  the  effect  of  the  amendment.  I  do  not  desire 
to  embarrass  the  bill  that  he  has  charge  of  liere 
by  offering  ameiulments;  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
a  vote  might  be  had  on  this  amendment  without 
consuming  any  great  amount  of  time. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Allow  me  to  suggest  to  my 
friend  a  modification  of  his  amendment.  He  pro- 
|ioses  to  insertsim[)ly  the  words  "  except  slaves" 
after  "  property."  Is  there  not  something  of  im- 
plication in  that,  that  slaves  may  be  property? 
"All  property  except  slaves,"  s.iys  the  Senator. 
I  would  say  "all  properly,"  and  then,  carrying 
out  the  Senator's  obvious  idea,  "  but  slaves  shall 
not  be  considered  as  property." 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  will  accept  the  Senator's 
amendment. 

Mr.  SUiVlNER.  There  can  be  no  such  thing 
as  property  in  man.     That  is  iierft^ctly  clear. 

Mr. CONNESS.  laccepl  theSenator's  amend- 
ment as  a  substitute  for  mine. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  want  to  suggest  to  my  friend 
from  Mas.sachusetis  whether  liis  amendment  is 
not  liable  lo  the  same  ini|)lication.  VViuild  not 
people  sn|iposc!  that  if  it  was  notfn-  this  [jroviso 
at  till!  end  of  it  slaves  were  included.'  IJoes  he 
not  give  color  to  the  idea  by  this  amendment.' 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  appeal  to  my  friend 
from  California  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr,  CONNESS.    I  withdraw  the  amendment 
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with  the  consent  of  llie  Senate,  which  1  have  no 
ddubt  I  shnll  have. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Tiie  jynend- 
ment  to  the  amendment  is  witlidrawn;  and  the 
qut^stion  recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  ujion  which  the  yeas  and  nays 
have  been  ordered. 

The  c^uestion  beino;  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  5,  nays  31;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mesiirs.  Buckaluw,  Carlili!,  D:ivis,  Hendricks, 
and  Povvoll— 5. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown, Cliaiidler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  ConiiCeSjCowaTijDi.vonjDoolitllejFessiMulen,  Foot, 
Fostur,Grlmcs,  Hale,  Harding,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lam;  of  Kansas,  Morgan,. Morrill,  Poine- 
rov,  liaMi.-^ey,  .'??liorinan,  Sumner,  TeuEvck,  Van  Winkle, 
Wilkinson,  VVilley,  and  Wilson— 31. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Mr.  President,  when  I 
came  here  at  the  commencement  of  this  session, 
I  thought  the  sentiment  of  Indiana  was  as  well 
defined  in  favor'of  a  proposition  that  the  pay  of 
the  soldiers  ought  to  be  increased  as  any  senti- 
ment could  be  defined;  and  1  thought  that  opin- 
ion was  based  upon  some  very  substantial  and 
good  reasons.  Very  many  of  the  soldiers  who 
are  now  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  en- 
listed on  ttie  call  of  the  President,  when  their  com- 
.peiisation  was  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  it  now  is; 
when  there  was  but  very  little  difference  between 
the  gold  and  silver  currency  of  the  country  and 
the  paper  currency.  But  the  depreciation  has 
gone  on  until  that  compensation  is  now  fifty  per 
cent,  less  than  it  was,  and  the  expense  of  main- 
taining a  family  while  the  soldier  is  in  the  Army 
is  also  largely  increased.  The  reason,  therefore, 
is  very  strong  in  favor  of  the  increase  of  the  com- 
pensation of  the  soldiers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  of  the  Army  of  tiie  United  States. 

A  tan  early  day  of  the  session  ^  I  believe  the  very 
seventh  bill  inti'oduced  in  this  body  was  one  in- 
troduced by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Wilson,]  proposing  an  increase  in  the  pay 
of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers.  1 
liave  waited  from  day  to  day,  from  week  to  week, 
and  from  month  to  month, until  now  fourmonths 
of  the  session  have  passed  and  that  bill  has  not 
been  called  up  liy  the  cliairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs.  There  was  no  rest  given  to 
this  Senate  until  the  bill  proposing  to  equalize 
the  pay  of  the  negro  soldier  with  the  white  sol- 
dier was  considered,  until  the  pay  of  the  negro 
soldier  was  raised;  but  I  have  seen  no  anxiety  on 
the  part  of  the  majority  of  this  body  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  body  to  the  bill  proposing  an' in- 
crease ofthe  pay  of  the  white  soldiers  in  tiie  Army. 

I  now  propose  to  do  what  ought  to  have  been 
done  as  an  act  of  justice  at  an  earlier  day  of  the 
sessTiin.  The  bill  [iroposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  the  cliairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  AlTairs,  provided  that  the  pay  should 
be  increased,  and  that  that  increase  should  com- 
mence with  the  present  year,  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, if  I  recollect  coi'rectly.  I  do  not  propose  by 
the  amendment  that  1  shall  offer  to  go  back  of  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  although  it  would  be  very 
right  to  say  that  their  pay  should  be  increased 
from  the  commencenKMit  of  the  present  year.  In 
my  amendment  I  propose  simply  that  the  pay 
shall  be  increased  from  this  day. 

iVlr.  President,  1  ofier  the  following  amend- 
ment as  an  additional  section  to  the  bill: 

Jliid  he  it  furl  her  enacted,  That  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  and 
noM  (•(nninissiojied  olhceisof  llie  Ainiy  of  the  Uiiiteil  States 
shall  herealler  he  fifty  per  cent,  greaterthan  is  pow  allowed 
by  law. 

I  b(dicve,  sir,  that  the  pay  of  the  soldier  is  now 
thirteen  dollars  per  month.  'I'his  will  increase 
it  ;^6  50  per  month,  making  it  $19  50  per  month. 
This  is  not  a  greater  compensation  than  they  re- 
ceived when  they  entered  the  service,  and  will  not 
en;\1)le  the  soldiers  better  to  support  their  families 
at  home  than  the  pay  that  they  received  when 
they  made  theirengagimentwitli  the  Government. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  in  lieu  of  the  words  "fifty  per 
cent,  greater  tiian  is  now  allowed  bylaw,"  to  in- 
sert "  twenty  dollars  per  monili." 
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Mr.  FIENDRICKS.  I  would  agree  very  cor- 
dially to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia but  for  this  difficulty:  the  pay  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers  ought  to  be  increased  at 
the  same  time  tlwit  we  increase  the  pay  of  the 
soldiers.  That  was  the  proposition  ofthe  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in  his 
bill.  We  cannot  do  that  by  saying  that  the  pay 
shall  be  twenty  dollars,  because  there  are  two 
classes  here;  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vate soldiers.  I  propose  just  to  add  fifty  percent. 
Itis  not  very  different  from  theproposition  ofthe 
Senator  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  believe  that  !s  only  two 
dollars  differi'iice.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  will  correct  meif  I  am 
wrong;  liut  my  reeoileciion  is,  that  a  non-com- 
missioned officer  receives  but  two  dollars  more 
than  a  private. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  A  corporal  two  dollars,  a 
sergeant  four  dollars,  and  an  orderly  sergeant 
seven  dollars. 

Mi-.  WILSON.  I  will  look  in  a  moment.  I 
think  an  orderly  sergeant  receives  seven  dollars 
more. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  It  can  very  easily  be  made 
definite  by  increasing  the  pay  of  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  by  adding  seven  dollars  a  month 
to  their  pay  as  well  as  to  the  pay  ofthe  privates. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  has  very  ]iroperly 
alluded  to  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  now 
received  by  the  soldier  in  pay  for  his  services.  1 
beg  leave  to  add  an  additional  statement.  That 
depreciation  does  not  really  show  the  deprecia- 
tion in  the  receipts  of  the  soldier, because  the  cost 
of  living  and  all  the  necessaries  of  life  have  in- 
creased in  a  much  greater  ratio  than  the  differ- 
ence between  coin  atid'paper  to-day.  I  think 
twenty  dollars  a  month  now  would  be  really  less 
to  a  private  than  ten  dollars  would  have  been  at 
the  time  the  compensation  was  fixed. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  merely  rise  to  suggest 
that  this  matter  is  under  consideration  in  the  other 
tra.nch  of  Congress.  It  is  there  in  the  form  of  a 
distinct  bill  by  itself,  and  1  think  it  had  better  be 
kept  by  itself.  I  would  not  object  to  this  propo- 
sition if  it  were  brought  in  as  an  independent 
measure.  The  sul)ject  is  now  being  considered 
in  the  Flouse  of  Representatives,  and  I  hope  it 
will  pass  there  first,  and  then  come  here  for  ac- 
tion. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Early  in  the  session  the  Conv 
miltee  on  Military  Affairs  reported  a  bill  increas- 
ing the  pay  of  the  common  soldiers  to  sixteen 
dollars  amonth,  and  making  the  same  proportion- 
ate increase  in  the  pay  of  sergeants  and  corporals. 
That  bill  has  not  been  acted  upon,  for  the  reason 
that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  have  devoted  a  great 
deal  of  time  to  the  preparation  of  a  bill  for  this 
purfiose.  I  understand  that  it  is  nearly  complete, 
and  will  be  reported  at  a  very  early  day.  In  that 
bill  they  have  organized  a  system  that  will  make 
the  proper  distinctions  and  do  justice.  It  will  bo 
remembered  that  our  soldiers  who  early  entered 
the  service  received  but  the  jjlOO  boun't}',  while 
some  of  the  soldiers  who  have  entered  the  service 
within  a  few  vvee,ks  past  have  received  as  high 
as  |,1,000  bounty,  an  enormous  compensation. 
Some  ofthe  States  also  make  a  payment  to  their 
fa(nilies,  so  that  their  pay  is  very  large  indeed. 
The  Conimiltee  on  Military  Affairs  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  I  understand,  intend  to  report 
that  bill  very  soon.  They  have  been  laboring 
very  carefully  and  assiduously  upon  it;  and  the 
reason  why  1  have  not  called  up  the  Senate  bill 
on  the  subject  has  been  in  deference  to  their 
opinions  in  that  House  and  to  their  preparation 
for  a  bill  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  There  was  one  thing  that 
I  desired  to  say  to  the  Senate  when  I  was  up  be- 
fore, but  it  escaped  my  recollection  at  the  time. 
I  have  not  been  in  favor,  but  have  uniformly 
voted  against  giving  to  colored  soldiers  the  same 
pay  that  is  given  to  white  soldiers;  but  f  have 
seen  what  is  the  sentiment  ofthe  Senate  on  that 
subject, and  because  1  wanted  this  measure  adopt- 
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ed  I  hav(;made  no  distinction  in  this  ami  ndiniMit. 
By  this  amendment  we  give  to  the  colored  soldier 
the  same  increa.sed  compensation  that  is  given  to 
the  white  soldier.  I  wish  to  make  this  explana- 
tion, not  that  this  is  according  to  my  jiulgment, 
but  it  is  the  only.proposition  which  1  believe  can 
pass  the  Senate. 

Now,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  this 
measure  is  before  the  House  of  Reprersentatives 
in  a  separate  bill,  do  I  understand  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  say  that 
in  the  compensation  of  the  soldiers  under  that  bill 
there  is  to  be  a  distinctioi^  made  between  those 
who  have  received  large  boui.iies  and  those  who 
have  received  small  bounties;  that  the  one  is  to 
have  larger  pay  per  month  than  the  other?  I 
think  such  a  measure  can  never  pass.  It  is  not 
practicable. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  have  not  seen  the  bill  of  (he 
House  of  Repi'esentatives;  but  I  understood  that 
in  the  bill  that  was  being  prepared  by  that  coni- 
mittee  and  to  which  they  had  devoted  a  great  deal 
of  time,  tliey  intended  to  make  some  distinctioi^ 
in  point  of  time  of  service.  I  do  not  knowthe 
precise  form  in  which  it  is  placed;  but  the  Senate 
committee  have  deferred  action  upon  the  subject 
until  they  make  theirreport.  The  Military  Com- 
mittee ofthe  House  of  Representatives  intend  to 
report  a  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  pay  of  the 
soldiers,  and  I  understood  that  they  intended  to  •- 
report  an  increase  averaging  larger  than  the  re- 
port ofthe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  of  the 
Senate,  which  was  sixteen  dollai'S  a  month.  The 
Committee  on  Military  AtTairs  ofthe  Senate  have 
under  consideration  a  bill  which  changes  the  ra- 
tion and  pays  two  dollars  a  month  to  the  private. 
We  have  not  taken  that  up.  We  want  to  look 
at  it  very  carefully  in  that  view.  I  think  the  sub- 
ject ofthe  increase  of  pay  for  the  Army  had  bet- 
ter be  left  until  we  have  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  have 
waited  fpr  that  purpose. 

Mr.  FIENDRICKS.  This  is  not  that  sort  of 
measure  on  which — under  the  Constitution — the 
Senate  ought  to  waitfirst  for  the  judgment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  It  is  not  a  revenue 
measure.  It  is  doing  that  which  the  Senator  by 
the  bill  that  he  introduced  at  an  early  day  ofthe 
session  said  the  Senate  ought  properly  to  origin- 
ate and  pass.  I  have  proposed  it  as  an  amend- 
ment to  this  appropriation  bill,  because  itis  le- 
gitimate, because  it  is  germane  to  the  bill.  The 
bill  makes  provisions  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Army  for  the  coming  year.  This  proposition  to 
regulate  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  and  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  belongs  to  that  subj(;cl.  If  we 
put  it  upon  tllis  appropriation  bill  it  will  pass  and 
become  a  law.  I  have  great  dotibt  whether  any 
independent  proposition  will  pass.  1  think  I  am 
not  well  answered  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  when  he  says  there  is 
a  bill  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  this  sub- 
ject, when  he  himself  has  not  exainined  that  bill, 
and  cannot  say  now  to  the  Senate  whether  he  can 
give  it  his  support  or  not;  whether  it  is  a  wise 
measure  or  not.  No  Senator  will  say  that  this 
(iroposition  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate  is  more  than  just.  The  ex- 
penses of  living  at  home  and  the  depreciation  of 
the  currenc.y  make  it  a  proper  measure  provided 
the  compensation  of  thirteen  dollars  a  month  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war  was  a  proper  and 
just  coinpensation. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  The  Senator  from  Indiana 
is  not  as  liberal  as  tly;  gentlemen  in  the  other 
branch  of  Congress  with  whom  he  acts.  They 
proposed,  I  believe,  in  a  party  caucus  to  pay  the 
soldiers  and  non-commissioned  officers  in  gold.  . 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  Senator  if  that  ia  not  true. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Mr.  President,  1  am  not 
in  the  habit  when  speaking  va  the  Senate  upon  a 
question  of  practical  li'gislation  to  give  it  a  par- 
tisan turn  if  I  can  possibly  avoid  it;  nor  am  I  in 
the  habit  of  referring  to  the  proceedings  of  a  cau- 
cus of  the  party  to  which  1  belong  or  of  the  op- 
posite party;  but  in  reply  to  the  Senator  1  will 
sny  that  I  uiidcrslatad  thai  the  Deinocrala  in  cau- 
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cus  dpcideil  to  support  a  measure  to  pay  the  sol- 
diers ill  coin  or  its  equivalent.  1  have  atiernpted 
as  near  as  I  could  to  come  to  that  result,  to  give 
thtm  what  was  promised  them  at  the  commence- 
ment of'  the  war'; 

Mr.  CONiNESS.  I  am  very  glad  to  have  this 
answer  from  tlie  Senator.  What  a  generous  and 
noble-hearted  set  of  men  the  Senator  acts  with  1 
Just  ihink  of  the  proposition  when  gold  is  at  a 
premium  of  eighty  or  ninety  to  pay  the  poor  sol- 
dier in  gold  !  'I'iiat  is  better  than  1  can  go.  The 
Senator  is  entitled  to  credit,  since  they  find  a  little 
inconvenience  in  carry iiigout  that  proposition,  in 
liis  ertorl  to  come  as  near  it  as  he  can  by  raising 
the  pay  in  legal  tenders  fifty  per  cent.  Perhaps 
after  a  trionih  or  more  gold  will  recede  in  the  mar- 
ket, so  that  fifty  per  cent,  will  be  the  equivalentof 
the  proposition  of  wliich  tlie  Senator  has  given  us 
an  account.  , 

Now,  sir,  I  have  this  ansvifer  to  make  to  the 
argument  of  the  Senator,  and  to  the  proposition 
he  has  made  here,  very  different  from  that  given 
by  tlie  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Alfairs.  I  will  not  vote  for  his  amend- 
ment; 1  will  not  vote  for  such  a  bill  as  the  honor- 
able chairman  has  described  if  it  should  begotten 
up  in  the  House;  and  1  think,  notwithstanding, 
that  1  would  vote  as  generously  and  freely  from 
the  public  purse  or  from  my  own  to  the  soldier 
1*3  either  of  the  Senators  or  any  other  man  in  tlie 
country. 

But,  sir,  we  are  not  to  forget  that  while  the 
country  is  to  be  maintained  by  soldiers  in  the  field 
it  is  also  to  be  maintained  by  the  financesat  home; 
and  in  my  opinion  the  man  who  in  the  face  of  the 
condition  of  the  country  would  vote  or  advocate 
(because  of  its  apparent  or  real  popularity  with 
the  soldiers  who  have  been  very  properly  entitled 
to  vole  in  most  of  the  States)  such  an  increase  as 
is  proposed,  is  very  much  more  lavish  with  his 
generosity  than  with  his  judgment. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  If  the  S.'uator  from  Cal- 
ifornia will  allow  me,  I  will  ask  him  one  question. 

Mr,  CONNESS..     Certainly. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  He  is  opposed  to  this 
proposition  because  it  interferrs  with  the  finances 
of-the  country.  1  ask  him  wiietherhe  made  that 
point  in  the  Senate  and  expressed  that  sentiment 
in  his  Vote  nn  the  pioposiiion  to  increase  the  pay 
of  the  colored   troops. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  "  Still  harping  on  my  daugh- 
ter." If  the  subject  of  colored  troops  were  not 
here,  what  would  the  honorable  Senator  from  lii- 
diaua  do  fi>r  material  for  the  next  political  cam- 
paign .'  Perhaps  he  will  give  us  an  answer  to 
that.  He  would  have  to  full  back  on  the  ques- 
tionable military  reputation  of  his  candidate  for 
the  Presidency,  perhaps,  and  that  would  not  be 
quite  so  reliable.  I  voted  to  increase  the  compen- 
Batioii  of  negro  soldiers  and  equalize  it  with  that 
of  other  soldiers  who  are  taking  their  lives  into 
the  field  to  batth;  for  your  lilierty  and  for  mine, 
with  as  much  pride  and  sati.sfaclion  ys  any  vote  1 
ever  gave  in  my  life.  I  should  be  ashamed  if  1 
were  a  party  in  the  advocacy  of  withholding  the 
compensation  of  that  kind  of  labor  from  any  man. 
I  will  not  characterize,  for  itdoes  not  belong  to  the 
legitimacy  of  debate,  those  who  arc  so  stingily 
disposed  toward  a  soldier  who  is  battling  for  the 
libi  rii(;s  of  the  human  kind  in  this  great  contest 
as  to  measure  out  the  pittance  according  to  the 
color  (if  his  skill.  I  will  not  waste  words  on  the 
falsity  of  its  logic. 

The  proposition  to  equalize  the  compensation 
of  Holdiers  was  one  chiar  and  distinct  in  itself, 
giving  the  black  solilicr  the  compensation  that  the 
Government  had  determined  a  soldier  wirs  worth. 
It  gave  no  less  compen.sation  to  the  white  soldier. 
Does  the  Senator  from  Indiana  dissent  from  the 
equity  of  Private  Miles  O'Rrilly,  df  the  forty- 
seventh  r<  ginient  of  New  York  volunteer.-^,  who 
generously  was  willing  to  divide  with  Sumbo 
'•the  right  to  be  kilt?" 

"The  men  who  oliject  to  aainlio 
Slioulil  lake  his  place  niiil  figli^; 
And  it'8  bctihcr  to  jinvn  a  iiayyor's  hutf 
Than  a  liver  Uiafu  wake  and  wliite. 

"Though  .S.TiiilioN  lilark  in  the  iico  of  HpideM 
HU  (liigiT  a  llirlggcr  ran  pull. 
And  M*  eyi;  ruii»  t^thraiglit  (ui  the  burn:!  8i{;lit!< 
I'Vuin  under  his  iliatcli  ul'wool. 

"  So  hear  me  all,  lioys,  darliii', 

Uoii'i  think  I'm  li|>|iiii;;  you  chafl', 
Thu  (i({lit  to  be  kilt  wu'll  divid«  wid  hiiri, 
And  give  hlin  the  larifiBi  half." 


iMr.  HENDRICKS.  If  the  gentleman  wants 
to  deal  with  the  private,  he  can  have  his  discus- 
sion with  him.     1  am  not  interested  in  that. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  1  do  not  wonder  that  the 
Senator  retires  liefore  the  logic  contaiVied  in  the 
philosophy  of  Private  Miles  O'Riilly.  1  do  not 
grudge  the  pay  to  the  colored  soldier.  I  would 
be  ashamed  to  withhold  it.  I  will  say  in  reply  to 
the  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  when  that  propo- 
sition was  before  the  Senate  I  did  consider  it,  and 
I  weighed  it  with  exactness,  considering  the  in- 
justice involved  in  withholding  the  equality  of 
compensation  with  the  demand  it  would  make  on 
the  national  Treasury,  and,  in  accordance  with  the 
conclusions  of  my  own  mind  and  the  general  judg- 
ment of  all  patriotic  people  in  the  country,  1  sus- 
tained the  measure  to  equalize  the  pay  of  all  sol- 
diers. 

This  measure  bears  upon  its  face,  I  will  say, 
without  imputing  any  sinister  motive  to  the  tion- 
orable  Senator,  the  brand  of  fodder  for  the  next 
campaign.  I  am  opposed  to  all  such  legislation; 
I  am  opposed  to  all  such  propositions.  They  are 
unworthy  of  the  Senate;  they  are  unworthy  of 
the  period;  and  they  should  not  be  met  here,  in  my 
opinion,  by  any  apologies  nor  by  any  considera- 
tions addressed  to  the  soldierbecause  of  ihcir  sup- 
posed agreeableness  to  him.  It  is  a  question  yet 
whether  we  can  maintain  the  liberties  and  the 
Government  of  this  country.  According  to  my 
honorable  friend  beside  me,  [Mr.  Davis,]  the  lib- 
erties are  already  gone;  but  we  diflfer  very  widely 
with  our  friend  in  that.  But,  sir,  we  are  not  to 
forget  that  hundreds,  ay,  thousands  of  millions 
of  indebtedness,  so  faithfully  and  exactly  chron- 
icled by  the  honorable  Senator  who  offered  this 
amendment  from  time  to  time,  are  growing  Upon 
us,  and  the  proposition  to  increase  them  unneces- 
sarily is  a  proposition  neither  wise  nor  true. 

I  will  not  continue, sir.  I  did  not  intend  to  say 
more  than  a  word  or  two;  but  [  could  not  occupy 
my  seat  in  silence  while  anything  in  the  nature 
of  an  apology  was  given  for  not  sustaining  this 
amendment  instead  of  the  real  reason  being  given, 
that  it  is  not  a  measure  of  statesmanship,  and 
therefore  should  fall  to  the  ground. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Mr.  President,  with  re- 
gard to  this  proposition,  it  has  been  under  con- 
sideration by  two  committees,  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  considering  questions 
of  this  description,  for  a  considerable  period.  It 
was  introduced  originally  into  the  Senate,  I  be- 
lieve, by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massacliu- 
selts,  and  has  been  more  or  less  considered  by  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  of  this  liody.  It 
has  been,  it  seems,  very  carefully  considered,  and 
almost,  if  not  "quite,  brcuight  to  a  point  where  it 
can  be  re[iorted  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  of  the  Hotise  of  Representatives.  It  has 
been  found  to  bea  question  involving  great  prac- 
tical difficulties  in  order  to  equalize  the  pay,  and 
make  it  just  and  proper  if  it  ought  to  be  increased. 
And  we  are  assured  that  we  may  very  soon  ex- 
pect sometliiiig  upon  which  we  can  act. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana  is  wiser 
than  these  two  committees.  He  sees  no  occasion 
for  considering  a  question  of  this  kind.  It  in- 
volves, to  bi- sure,  perhaps  ^100,000,00(1;  1  do  not 
know  how  much.  I  believe  we  appropriate  some- 
thing like  one  hundred  and  filiy  million  a  year 
for  pay.  This  proposes  to  appropriate,  it  may  be, 
about  fifty  million  more.  He  profioses  to  jiiniji 
to  a  conclusion;  he  solves  the  difficulty,  and  at 
once  informs  ihe  Senate  what  it  ought  to  do  in 
relation-to  this  complicated  question. 

Now,  I  wish  the  honorable  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana would  do  one  other  ihing.  We  have  heard 
repeatedly  from  him  during  this  session  of  Con- 
gress about  the  great  expenses  of  this  Govern- 
ment, the  way  in  which  we  are  raising  money, 
the  amount  we  are  obliged  to  raise,  the  immense 
taxes  that  we  are  bringing  upon  the  peo]ile,  the 
outrages  in  fact  which  the  Government  is  perpe- 
trating upon  the  people  in  carrying  on  this  war; 
and  with  everything  but  the  pay  of  the  soldiers, 
I  believe,  he  finds  infinite  fault.  Now,  1  wish 
that  the  honorable  Senator,  since  he  can  reach  a 
conclusion  and  solve  the  difficulty,  cut  the  knot 
with  so  much  ease,  so  much  facility  in  relation  to 
a  question  which  has  piizzli  d  and  troubled  two 
very  able  committees  of  Ccmgrcss,  would  also  at 
once  solve  aiiolher'di/licnlly ,  and  that  is  how  W(.' 
are  to  get  the  money.  Two  coininiltee.s,  not  so 
able  as  the  Committees  on  Military  Affairs,  but 


tw.o  committees  of  Congress,  under  the  advice  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  time  to'time, 
have  been  p.itempting  to  solve  our  financial  diffi- 
culties, so  far  at  least  as  to  be  able  to  procure 
money  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  keep  up  the  credit 
of  the  Government.  Now,  if  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana,  with  that  illumination  wliich 
seems  to  shine  through  him  with  reference  to  these 
questions,  would  just  enlighten  us  as  to  how  we 
are  toinieet  these  difficulties  at  the  same  time, 
(because  he  is  increasing  them,)  he  would  confer 
a  great  obligation  upon  all  concerned.  Undoubt- 
edly he  has  the  project  in  his  head.  He  would 
not  propose  to  add  fifty  or  seventy-five  million 
dollars  a  year  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Government  unless  he  had  a  mode  provided  in 
which  he  could  meet  it. 

There  is  another  thing  which  is  very  singular, 
and  that  is  that  the  honorable  Senator  should  pro- 
pose this  precisely  in  this  way,  when  he  finds 
that  everything  else  is  wrong,  if  we  may  believe 
him  and  trust  to  his  word.  We  have  no  money, 
according  to  him;  we  have  no  credit;  we  are  soon 
to  be  bankrupt;  we  cannot  get  along!  He  is  in 
favor  of  the  war,  but  the  war  must  break  down. 
He  is  in  favor  of  subjugating  the  rebels,  but  we 
cannot  subjugate  them.  All  that  is  very  natural, 
because  we  have  got  so  accustomed  to  it  from 
certain  gentlemen  now  that  we  expect  it  as  a 
matter  of  course.  But  if  he  would  only  aid  us  to 
get  through  with  the  difficulties  which  he  himself 
now  seems  bent  upon  increasing  and  enlarging, 
as  1  said  before,  he  would  confer  a  great  benefit, 
an  obligation,  upon  all  concerned  in  devising  ways 
and  means  to  carry  on  the  Government.  He  does 
not  seem  to  know  (irecisely  what  we  do  pay  to 
all  these  classes,  except  the  common  soldiers. 

Now,  I  would  call  his  attention  to  another  thing, 
and  1  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  it. 
It  is  said  that  we  are  almost  in  a  financial  diffi- 
culty at  the  present  time;  it  is  said  that  we  have 
trouble  or  are  likely  to  have  trouble  in  meeting 
our  obligations.  From  what  does  this  arise.' 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  tell  us 
that  it  arises  from  the  great  inflation  of  the  cur- 
rency. How  much  has  the  currency  been  inflated 
by  the  action  of  the  present  Congress.'  With  a 
single  stroke  of  the  pen  almost,  contrary  to  my 
own  opinion,  we  authorized  the  payment  of  enor- 
mous bounties,  and  continued  those  bounties  for 
months  after  we  had  first  fixed  a  period  for  them. 
The  result  was  the  expenditure  of  something  over 
$100,000,000  in  bounties,  very  large  bounties, 
enormous  bounties  in  point  of  fact,  in  order  to 
get  soldiers  into  the  field.  Those  who  have  con- 
sidered the  subject  believe  that  if  we  could  have 
done  it  it  might  have  been  necessary,  but  that  if 
we  had  not  done  it  we  should  not  be  so  much 
troubled  as  we  are  now,  or  not  in  so  much  danger 
as  we  are  now  in  reference  to  these  very  consid- 
erations. 

Who  got  this  money.'  For  whom  have  we  been 
obliged  to  involve  ourselves,  if  we  are  involved  in 
difficulties  of  this  description?  The  soldiery ;  and 
the  same  story  was  told  then  that  is  told  now: 
"  We  can  not  get  the  men  without  it;"  and  we  have 
paid  to  these  men  these  enormous  bounties  of 
^400  iuul  $500;  and  besides  that,  all  over  the  coun- 
try ihey  liave  received  about  as  much  more  iVoin 
their  towns,  their  cities,  and  other  corporations; 
and  in  addition  to  that,  their  families  are  taken  care 
of  at  home,  if  they  need  to  be  taken  care  of.  They 
have  just  reenlisted  knowing  what  their  pay  is; 
their  pay  being  thirteen  dollars  a  month.  They 
received  these  large  bounties,  hardly  less  than  a 
thousand  dollars  in  almost  any  Stale  in  the  Union, 
put  them  into  their  pockets,  and  with  that  knowl- 
edge having  reenlisted,  gone  in  with  their  (,'yes 
open  and  with  all  patriotism  too,  I  am  willing  to 
admit;  and  now  the  Senator  says  we  must  add 
fifty  per  cent,  to  their  pay. 

Sir,  1  have  a  better  opinion  of  the  patriotism 
of  the  soldiers  in  the  field — 1  will  not  say  a  better 
opinion;  that  would  not  be  proper;  I  will  say  I 
have  as  good  an  o[)iiiion  of  the  patriotism  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  field  as  1  have  of  the  |)atriotism 
of  tin;  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana.  They 
enlisted  within  a  short  time,  knowing  what  they 
were  to  receive,  knowing  the  increase  in  the 
amount  that  they  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the  or- 
dinary sources  of  support,  and  1  lielieve  if  you 
put  the  question  to  them  to-day,  "  Will  you  have 
your  pay  increased  at  the  risk  of  breaking  down 
the  finances  of  the  Governmeut  and  putting  a  slop 
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to  tlie  military  operations  and  endangering  tlio  na- 
tional cause?"  Willi  one  accord  tliey  would  raise 
their  voices  and  say,  "No,  no,  and  we  despise 
and  contemn  the  petty  politicians  who  endeavor 
to  make  capital  and  iraue  out  of  our  blood  in  this 
way." 

Sir,  if  there  is  any  occasion  to  raise  the  pay  of 
the  soldiers  let  it  be  considered  carefully  and 
wisely  and  reported  upon.  With  all  my  respect 
for  the  ability  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  I  do  not 
believe  that  he  is  wise  enough  to  solve  this  question 
by  an  amendment  of  his  own  upon  an  appropria- 
tion bill.  I  do  not  believe  he  has  the  ability;  and  I 
accord  to  him  as  much  ability  as  to  anj'  single 
member  of  the  Senate;  no  one  is  able  to  do  it.  It 
requires  careful  and  deliberate  consideration  and 
action,  and  therefore  I  say  that  it  is  improper, 
grossly  improper,  to  attempt  to  hang  a  great  ques- 
tion of  this  description,  involving  such  large 
amounts  of  money,  on  an  appropriation  bill  sit- 
uated precisely  as  this  is. 

Let  me  say  to  my  honorable  friends  who  act 
with  me  in  this  body,  that  I  counsel,  with  all 
respect  and  all  proper  humility,  1  counsel  ihem  not 
to  be  frightened  when  the  question  .of  soldiers' 
pay  is  concerned;  let  not  their  hearts  beat  so  as 
to  beat  the  buttons  off  their  jackets.  Meet  this 
question  like  statesmen.  The  soldiers  in  the  field 
are  men  as  we  are,  and  many  of  thetn  better  men 
than  we  are.  They  understand  these  questions, 
and  they  understand  the  motives  of  all  those 
things.  Sir,  if  there  is  a  set  of  men  in  the  world 
who  have  been  treated  well,  have  been  treated  as 
well  as  men  could  be,  watched  over  with  kind- 
ness and  care,  and  no  expense  spared  to  make 
them  comfortable,  although  in  the  nature  of  things 
thalcare  must  sometimes  fail,  it  is  the  soldiers  in 
the  employment  of  the  Government  of  the  Utiited 
States  who  are  fighting  its  battles.  Take  the.sol- 
diers  from  my  own  State;  they  are  paid  a  certain 
sum  per  month;  they  get  all  the  articles  necessary 
fortheirown  individual  su|)port  wiihoutexpense 
to  themselves;  the  rise  of  prices  does  not  affect 
them;  they  are  supported  in  the  field  with  all 
that  is  necessary  to  support  life  at  the  expense 
of  the  Government;  they  pay  nothing  for  the 
food  that  they  eai;  a  large  proportion  of  them 
have  no  families  at  home;  they  are  young  men, 
almost  boys;  and  in  regard  to  those  who  have 
families,  I  suppose  it  is  the  case  in  Indiana  as  it 
is  in  Maine,  and  I  presume  it  to  be  so  in  every  State 
of  the  Union,  no  soldier's  family  is  permitted  to 
suffer  if  their  condition  is  known,  but  they  are 
looked  to  and  taken  care  of.  And  now  this  cry 
about  raising  the  pay  of  soldiers,  without  con- 
sideration, without  study,  v,?iihout  care, and  from 
gen  tie  men,  too,  who  are  denouncing  every  day  this 
Government  as  on  the  eve  of  bankruptcy  and 
unable  to  support  itself  ami  to  meet  the  requisi- 
tions upon  it,  comes  with  a  very  singular  air. 

i  say,  therefore,  to  my  friends,  our  justifica- 
tion must  be  found  in  our  own  consciousness  of 
what  is  due  to  the  country,  and  we  need  have  no 
fear,  and  if  we  have  we  should  throw  our  fears 
to  the  winds  that  we  shall  be  misjudged  for  what 
we  do  upon  questions  of  this  importance. 

Sir,  as  my  friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Wilson]  has  said  more  than  once,  the  difficulty 
which  we  have  to  meet  is  a  financial  difficulty; 
and  I  beg  gentlemen  to  consider  when  they  bring 
these  bills  in,  and  to  be  prepared,  when  they 
move  to  increase  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  millions,  to  tell  us  at  the  same  time  how 
wc  are  to  get  the  millions.  A  statesman  is  not 
at  liberty  to  try  rash  experiinents  and  to  make 
rash  propositions  when  he  has  nothing  to  pro- 
pose by  way  of  meeting  the  difficulty  that  may 
follow.  He  has  no  right  to  take  the  benefit  of 
the  proposition  and  shirk  the  difficulties  that 
hi.s  proposition  may  bring  upon  his  country  and 
upon  others.  Lei  him  take  them  both  if  he  takes 
one,  and  not  endeavor  to  avail  himself  of  the  one 
without  taking  the  consequences  with  regard  to  it. 

Now,  sir,  having  said  this  much,  1  trust  gen- 
tlemen on  this  side  of  the  Chamber  will  just  have 
courage  to  vote  this  proposition  down, and  meet 
the  question  when  it  properly  comes  before  us, 
anddiscussit  with  the  proper  information;  but 
do  not  suffer  it  t6  be  thrust  upon  this  bill  in  this 
way. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Mr.  President,  I  have 
but  very  little  to  add  to  what  I  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  say  to  the  Senate.     The  Senator  from 


California  has  discussed  this  as  a  jiarty  question. 
I  did  not  know  it  was  such,  sir.  I  did  not  intro- 
duce it  as  such.  I  made  no  party  argument  in 
favor  of  it.  Did  the  vSenator  from  Massachusetts 
early  in  December  introduce  this  as  a  party  meas- 
ure.' Why  did  the  Senator  from  California  not 
then  say  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  that 
he  was  playing  the  partisan  .'  When  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  who  is  responsible  to  the 
country,  esfiecially  because  he  is  the  chairman  of 
the  Military  Committee,  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
bring  before  this  body  a  measure  to  increase  the 
pay  Of  the  soldiers,  the  Senator  from  California 
had  no  )iartisan  appeal  to  make  to  him. 

Mr.  CONNESS.    Will  the  Senator  permit  me  ? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  Does  the  Senator  not  see 
how  inopportune  it  would  have  been  for  me  to 
make  any  remarks  upon  a  mere  announcement 
that  the  Senator  was  about  to  introduce  a  bill.' 
Can  he  see  no  difference  between  that  case  and  a 
proposition  submitted  here  before  us  for  oiir  vote .' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  bill  introduced  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  was  not  only 
introduced  by  him,  but  was  referred  to  and  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
if  I  recollect  correctly.  It  received  the  consider- 
ation of  that  committee,  and  was  brought  here  as 
tlie  recommendation  of  the  Military  Committee 
of  this  body.  Not  a  word  then  was  said  by  the 
Senator  from  California  that  it  was  a  partisan 
measure. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  do  not  intend  that  the  Sen- 
ator and  myself  shall  misunderstand  each  other. 
[  said  that  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  was  never  considered  in  this  body. 
The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  is 
now  before  us.  I  repeat  the  question,  can  the 
Senator  see  no  difference.' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Yes,  sir,  1  see  a  differ- 
ence. I  see  this  difference,  that  the  proposition 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  is  brought 
before  the  body  and  then  goes  upon  the  Calendar 
and  for  four  or  five  months  receives  no  attention 
from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     That  suited  me. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  proposition  that  I 
bring  before  the  body  now,  in  connection  with  an 
appro[iriation  bill,  must  be  considered  by  the 
Senate.  We  have  got  to  say  either  "yea"  or 
"  nay"  to  this.  But  the  question  which  I  submit 
now  to  the  Senator  from  California  is,  if  it  was 
not  a  partisan  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  to  bring  the  proposition 
before  the  Senate,  how  can  it  be  on  my  part.'  Is 
it  because  I  do  not  belong  to  the  same  political 
party  with  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.'  If 
it  was  statesmanship  for  him  ar,d  patriotism  for 
him  to  ask  of  the  Senate  to  increase  the  pay  of  tlie 
soldiers,  I  want  to  know  how  it  is  that  it  shall  be 
partisanship  on  my  part  to  urge  the  same  propo- 
sition on  the  Senate .' 

Mr.  CONNESS.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  do  not  desire  further 
to  be  interrupted,  but  I  will  hear  the  Senatorfrom 
California. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  will  say  what  I  have  to 
say  after  the  Senator  is  done. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia has  said  that  this  is  political  fodder  for  the 
next  campaign,  using  his  elegant  language.  I 
have  not  made  it  such,  sir.  1  have  not  desired 
that  it  should  be  such.  I  have  not  in  my  heart 
the  desire  that  any  Senator  should  vote  on  this 
question  influenced  by  partisan  feelings.  For 
myself,  I  have  looked  home  to  my  neighbors;  I 
have  seen  men  leave  their  families  and  enter  the 
Army  upon  the  call  of  the  President;  I  have  seen 
them  go  out  when  they  expected  to  get  thirteen 
dollars  a  month,  good  thirteen  dollars — not  nine 
dollars,  but  thirteen  dollars — leaving  wives  and 
children  at  home;  and  it  is  not  an  answer,  in  my 
judgment,  on  this  subject,  for  the  Senator  from 
Maine  to  say  that  they  are  provided  for  by  their 
neighbors  at  home.  It  is  notright  that  we  should 
pay  our  soldiers  at  such  a  rate  as  will  compel 
th(!m  to  depend  upon  charity.  I  have  seen  these 
soldiers  leave  their  familiea  at  home,  expecting  to 
be  able  to  send  back  to  them  a  fair  proportion  of 
thirteen  gold  dollars,  or  what  was  as  good  as  thir- 
teen gold  dollars.  They  cannot  do  it  now;  they 
cannot  [)rovide  for  their  families  as  the  Govern- 
ment said  they  should  be  provided  for  when  they 


entered  the  service;  and  now,  because  I  wish  to 
give  them  what  the  Governmeniat  the  commence- 
ment of  the\war  said  they  should  have,  thirteen 
dollars  a  month  in  gold  or  its  eqiiivalert,  (my 
proposition  is  to  give  them  the  equivalent  of  that 
pay,)  it  is  said  that  it  is  a  partisan  proposition. 
If  the  Senator  wishes  to  make  it  a  party  proposi- 
tion, let  him  do  so.  That  fault  is  not  with  me. 
If  the  Senator  from  Maine  wishes  to  make  it  a 
party  proposition,  let  him  do  so.  When  he  ap- 
peals to  his  side  of  the  Chamber  and  makes  it  a 
party  proposition, hecan  lake  all  the  benefit  which 
he  can  derive  from  it  as  a  party  proposition.  I 
offer  it  as  a  Senator  representing  many  thousands 
of  men  now  in  the  field  from  Ii:diana.  1  believe 
it  to  be  right,  not  as  a  Democratic  measure,  not 
as  a  Republican  measure,  but  as  a  right  which 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  the  chairman  of 
the  Military  Committee,  indorsed  at  an  early  day 
in  this  session. 

Who  said  that  it  was  a  partisan  measure  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  a  part  of  the  Army  .'  Nobody 
said  then  that  it  was  a  partisan  measure.  The 
Senator  from  Maine,  when  it  was  proposed  to 
increase  the  )>ay  of  the  colori;d  soldiers,  did  not 
then  say  to  us  that  there  was  no  money  in  the 
Treasury,  that  we  were  about  to  bi'eak  theTieas- 
ury  down,  that  the  credit  of  the  Government  was 
about  to  fail — not  a  word  of  that  sort.  But  now, 
when  the  proposition  is  that  all,  without  distinc- 
tion of  color,  shall  have  what  the  Governinent 
promised  the  white  soldier  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  the  Senator  says  that  the  finances  of 
the  Government  will  probably  fail;  and  he  says, 
in  a'tone  that  I  do  not  like,  a  tone  that  ought  not 
to  be  used  in  the  Senate  of  equals,  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Indiana  claimed  more  wisdom  than  the 
two  committees.  Did  1  make  such  a  claim  as 
that,  sir  .'  Was  there  anything  in  the  tone  of  the 
argument  that  I  presented  to  the  Senate  to  justify 
the  Senator  from  Maine  in  making  that  remark? 
Nothing,  sir.  I  presented  my  views  modestly 
but  earnestly  on  the  subject.  Why,  then,  does 
the  Senator  wish  to  say  that  I  claim  the  wisdom 
that  belongs  to  two  committees  of  this  body  .'  He 
is  not  justified  in  it.  I  willnotreply  to  him,  be- 
cause 1  owe  to  him  the  courtesy  that  is  due  to  an 
American  Senator,  that  he  claims  [larticular  in- 
fluence and  position  in  this  body.  I  claim  noth- 
ing of  the  sort.  I  am  but  a  young  Senator  here, 
in  a  very  small  minority,  claiming  no  influence 
because  of  my  political  position  in  this  body, 
claiming  nothing  because  of  my  position  as  a  Sen- 
ator so  young  in  this  body;  but  1  do  claim  the 
right  to  bring  before  this  body  any  mi-asure  that 
my  judgment  and  conscience  say  is  riglit;  and  1 
deny  to  the  Senator  from  Maine  the  right  to  criti- 
cise it  in  the  manner  he  has  done.  It  the  meas- 
ure is  not  right,  let  him  meet  the  measure;  if  the 
arguments  are  fallacious,  let  him  meet  the  argu- 
ments; but  I  have  not  claimed  more  wisdom  than 
the  committees  to  which  he  has  referred.  The 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  has  recommended 
the  very  proposition  that  I  have  brought  before 
the  Senate,  except  that  their  bill  does  not  propose 
quite  so  large  an  increase  as  1  have  suggested  to 
tlie  Senate.  Then,  if  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  were  justified  in  saying  to  the  Senate  that 
the  compensation  of  the  soldier  ought  to  be  in- 
creased, am  I  not  justified  in  asking  the  Senate 
now  to  consider  it  upon  a  bill  to  which  it  is  ger- 
mane.' Why,  then,  does  the  Senator  say  to  me 
that  1  claim  more  wisdom  than  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.'  I  rest  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  a  com- 
mittee that  is  composed  largely  of  Senators  of 
his  own  political  views;  and  now  I  urge  on  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  have  decided  that  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  soldier  is  not  sufficient,  that  it  ought 
to  be  increased;  and  upon  that  recommendation 
I  bring  forward  my  amendment. 

To  the  proposition  that  we  should  wait  for  the 
House  of  Representatives,  I  desire  to  inquire 
whether  that  was  a.sked  when  it  was  proposed  to 
increase  the  pay  of  a  part  of  the  Army,  the  colored 
portion.'  It  was  not  said  then  by  any  Si'uator 
that  we  must  wait  until  we  see  what  the  House 
of  Repi'i'Scntatives  has  to  suggest  upon  the  ques- 
tion; by  no  means.  It  was  proper  and  rii;lit  for 
the  Senate  to  lake  the  initiative,  proceed  in  the 
measure, and  bringit  to  the  attention  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.     If  Senators  thought  the  pay 
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of  llie  coloieit  iioops  <Hit;li'.  lO  be  iiicieascil,  tli(;y 
did  llieir  July  in  urging  il.  I  gave  un  liuml)le 
vote  iigainsi  it.  i  fell  lliat  it  was  nglii  to  vote 
Bgainst  il,  for  the  reason  lluit  I  ilo  not  believe  the 
ntgro  soldier  is  equal  to  the  white  soldier.  I'hat 
is  my  judgment.  It  was  my  judgment  then,  it  is 
my  judgment  now,  and  1  believe  that  every  battle- 
field that  has  tested  the  comparative  courage  and 
Hoidierlike  qualities  of  the  two  classes  of  soldiers 
has  ^•us^ailled  my  viev/  from  ihe  lime  that  vote 
was  given  in  this  body.  But  I  do  not  choose  to 
discuss  thai,  sir.  I  now  a.sk,  not  as  a  |iariy  mai- 
ler, with  no  parly  prejudice  on  ihe  subject,  sini- 
rly  that  the  pay  of  lii'i  soldier  shall  lie  increased. 
I  is  indorsed 'by  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs of  this  body — not  to  the  full  amount;  it  is 
not  important  whether  I  go  a  dollar  above  or  a 
dollar  belosv  the  recommendation  of  the  commit- 
tee; ilie  recommendation  of  the  committee  is  that 
tlie  pay  shall  be  increased,  and  1  suggest  that  it 
shall  be  fifty  per  cent. 

The  Senator  from  Maine  suggests  that  there 
are  difficulties  about  this;  that  I  can  solve  the 
difficulty  with  one  stroke  of  the  pen;  but  what 
difficulties,  sir.'  Jf  he  undertakes  to  discriminate 
in  a  bill  between  the  soldiers  that  were  foiiTH;rly 
enli.sied  and  the  vetirans  tliai  have  recenily  re- 
enlisted,  he  will  find  difficulties  that  he  cannot 
overcome.  If  he  undertakes  in  .say  that  oneclass 
of  soldiers  and  volunteers  in  ISGl,  1SG2,  and  the 
early  part  of  1863,  shall  have  sixteen  or  eighteen 
dollars  a  month,  and  that  those  who  eiilLsied  re- 
cently shall  have  a  less  corn |iensal ion,  1  say  to  the 
Senator  Un  cannot  cany  it  through,  and  such  a 
proposition  will  defeat  the  bill  in  tliisbo  y;t)r  if 
carried  through  this  body  it  wouhi  produce  dis- 
cord and  division  in  the  Army,  which  the  Sen- 
ator, as  a  true  patriot,  does  not  desire  to  see. 
Will  he  undertake  to  say  for  a  nionient  that  there 
^re  difficulties  depending  upon  the  date  of  the  en- 
jiptmenl? 

The  Senator  also  says  that  we  have  given  to 
l)ie  veterans  }j400of  a  bounty,  and  that  is  juiy.  It 
was  not  given  as  a  bounty,  sir.  It  was  given  to 
secure  an  efficient  army ;  and  the  Senator  objected 
to  iliat.  He  resisted  it;  but  the  Military  Cimi- 
niltlec,  that  fell  the  impiutance  of  securing  the 
Veterans  again  in  the  Army  for  the  campaign  of 
3iS64,  thought  tliat  the  Goviriiment  ought  imme- 
diaii  ly  to  secure  tiieir  reenlistment,  and  there- 
fore that  committee  reported  it.  It  was  upon  their 
recmnmeiidaiiini,  not  mine,  though  I  very  cheer- 
fully voted  for  the  measure.  Upon  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation  it  was  so 'proposed  to  the 
veterans  that  they  should  receive  the  5^400;- and 
now  is  it  to  be  said  that  that  is  a  part  ot  the  com- 
pensaiion.'  No,  sir,  it  was  not  for  that;  it  was 
to  Secure  reenlistments.  But  there  ar<;  thousands 
of  siddiers  in  the  Army,  hundreds  of  thousands 
1  presume,  that  have  not  recently  enlisted ;  some 
that  enlisted,  perhaps,  in  the  latter  part  of  1861 
and  the  first  part  of  1862,  that  do  not  come  within 
the  class  desciibi'd  by  the  Senator.  Is  justice 
not  to  be  done  to  them? 

The  Senator  has  asked  me  to  suggest  how  the 
finuncts  are  to  be  provided  for.  Feeling  that  we 
hud  80  able  a  Commiiiee  on  Finance  as  exists  in 
lliis  body,  it  did  not  devolve  on  mi>  perhaps  to  in- 
vesiigate  that  subject  as  thoroughly  as  the  Sena- 
tor. 1  will  say,  however,  that  our  finances  can 
be  placed  in  a  better  condition  by  tlie  encourage- 
ment of  economy  in  the  administration  of  the 
Gt)vernment,  by  striking  off  and  striking  down 
that  fiiviiritism  which  is  usingup  the  means  and 
reiKOurces  of  the  Treasury.  Tlie  Senator  fnuvi 
Maine,  the  chairman  of  the  Commiitee  on  Finaivce, 
can  promote  the  interests  of  ilie  Treasury  by  a 
fair  revenue  law,  a  tax  bill.  That  question  is  be- 
fore the  House  of  Representative.*.  We  have  seen 
their  bill.  Whether  that  is  such  u  measure  as  I 
can  sufiport  1  cannotsay.  If  it  isjust  to  the  inter- 
ests whicii  it  is  my  doty  to  represent  here  I  shall 
give  it  my  support.  While  there  is  much  of  the 
pulw'.y  of  tliiij  Adinin:stratioii  that  I  do  nut  ad- 
tolri;,  1  f>  el  it  to  be  my  duty  to  sustain  the  credit 
of  the  Government,  and  1  will  give  to  a  just  and 
fair  tax  bill  iny  support. 

.Mr.  CO.NMiSS.  Will  tlie  Senator  from  In- 
ttiuriu  permit  me  one  word  here.' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  COiNiNESS.  1  just  thought  that  at  that 
point,  for  what  it  was  worth,  1  would  prognosti- 
uitu  &  iuUui  cutd  my  prediction  i»  that  tlie  Sunn- 


tor  will  find  that  that  tax  bill  is  not  just  when  it 
is  aeied  noon  in  this  body. 

Mr  HENDRICKS.  When  the  Senator  has 
an  argiiiuent  to  present  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear 
him;  when  he  has  a  fling  to  make  he  had  better 
go  into  the  lobbies  to  make  it.  1  shall  vote  ac- 
cording to  my  judgment  and  conscience  when 
that  bill  comes  up,  and  shall  try  to  give  such  a 
vote  as  I  shall  be  able  to  vindicate  before  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  of  Indiana  to  whom  1  am  answer- 
able for  my  vole. 

The  Senator  from  Maine  felt  it  to  be  his  duly 
also  to  say  that  I  had  said  that  i  was  in  ftwor  of 
the  war,  but  the  war  could  not  succeed.  1  will 
ask  the  Senator  when  he  heard  me  say  so. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  did  not  undertake  to 
repeat  the  language  of  the  gentleman.  1  was 
barely  rep^ating  the  general  line  of  argument  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  should  be  obliged  to 
the  Senator  to  say  if  he  has  heard  any  Demo- 
cratic Senator  pay  that  at  this  session. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  think  I  have.  Ilismy 
very  strong  impression.  1  will  not  undertake  to 
designate. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  Senator  has  heard 
no  such  W(n'ds  from  me;  he  has  heard  no  such 
sentiment  from  me,  nothing  bordering  on  it. 

He  also  suggested  thai  1  was  in  favor  of  the 
subju;atii>ii  of  ilie  South,  but  that  they  could  not 
be  subjugated  !  1  do  not  know  what  the  Senator 
means  by  '•  subjugati<ni,"  sir.  If  he  means  ihat 
1  am  in  favor,  with  all  the  earnestness  of  my  na- 
ture, of  a  restoration  of  this  Union  upon  the  basis 
of  the  Consiiiuticui,  he  speaks  correctly.  If  he 
means  to  say  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the  destruciion 
and — to  use  the  language  that  has  been  uttered  in 
another  l.nanrh  of  the  Congress — of  the  devasta- 
tion of  the  South,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  that.  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  prosecution  of  this  war  upon 
such  a  policy  as  will  secureareturn  of  the  south- 
ern people,  thatihere  may  be  prosfieriiy  and  great- 
ness there  to  support  the  prosperity  and  greatness 
and  enterprise  of  the  North  at  the  same  lime. 

Sir,  I  have  said  much  more  upon  this  fuoposi- 
tion  than  I  expected  to  say.  1  liave  felt  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  bring  it  before  the  Senate, and  I  shall 
content  myself  now  with  asking  for  a  vote  by  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.DOOLlTlL'E.  Mr.  President,  the  foun- 
dation of  the  argument  for  raising  the  coin|)ensa- 
tiiil)  of  the  soldiers  in  the  Ainiy  is  based  upon 
the  slate  of  the  currency,  and  is  necessarily  in- 
volved in  the  currency  question.  If  such  a  sys- 
tem Ije  adopted  by  Congress  as  w.ill  put  a  limit 
to  this  hiiherto  illimi[al)le  expansion  of  pancr 
money,  the  jirice  is  eimugh,  the  wages  of  labor 
in  the  country,  the  conipensalion  of  soldiers  in 
the  Army  is  sufficient;  but  if  such  a  system  of 
currency  is  to  be  carried  through  by  this  Con- 
gress as  to  let  the  evil  of  a  depreciation  of  jiaper 
go  on,  it  may  in  the  enil  force  a  nominal  increase 
not  only  of  the  compensation  of  s()ldiers,  but  of 
everybody  in  tlie  employment  of  tiie  Govern- 
ment. 

I  do  not  propose  to  go   into  the  discussion   of 
this  quesiimi,  as  I  regard  it  as  all  involvtd  in  the 
currency  quesiimi  which  is  pending  in  Congress, 
and  for  one  I   am  dispos(;d  to  have  this  question 
postponed  until  after  that  is  acted   upon,  and    1 
shall  vote  against  iis  going  upon  this  bill.      If  we 
can  adopt  a  good  currency  system,  I    shall  be  al- 
together opposed  loa  change  in  the  compensation 
of  soldiers  or  anybody  in  the  emidoyment  of  the 
Governmeni. 
j       Mr.  GRIMES.     1  want  to  say  one  word,  sir. 
I  Those  who    have  gone  bel'oie   us  have  taken   the 
trouble  to  distinguish  very  particularly  as  to  the 
j  pay  that  should   be  allowed  to  certain   non-coin- 
missioned  officers,  and  1  believe  the  pay  of  some 
of  those  officers  runs  up  now  as  high  as  tweiity- 
;  one  dnilars  a  month.     I  have  the  law  of  1845  be- 
fore me,  wIhmc  the  pay  of  a  private  wastuily  eight 
]  dollars  a  month;  and  1  see  that  in  that  law  some 
i  of  the  iion-coinmissioncd  officers  run  up  us  high 
!  aa  seventeen  dollars  a  month.     Now,  il  is  pro- 
j  posed,  for  the  purpoa^,  as  the  Senator  from   lii- 
I  diana  says,  of  enabling  these  soldiers  to  support 
!  their  families  at  home,  to  give  them  an  additional 
compensation  of  fifty  per  ci-nt.  to  that  which  they 
now  have.     That  would  pay  to  a   non-commis- 
sidiu'd  otTicor  u  Ijiile  upwards  of  thirty  doljarii  a. 


month,  while  it  would  pay  to  a  private  twenty 
dollars  a  month. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  You  said  the  pay  of  non- 
commissioned officers  was  seventeen  dollars. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  said  that  was  their  pay  in 
1845. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  Twenty-two  dollars 
some  receive. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Some  of  them,  the  Senator's 
colleague  says,  receive  twenty-two  dollars.  I 
said  that  under  the  law  of  1845,  when  a  private 
received  only  eiirht  dollars  a  monih,  some  non- 
commissioned officers  received  seventeen  dollars 
a  month.  Now  the  proposition  is  to  increase  the 
pay  of  these  non-commissioned  officers  fifty  per 
cent.  Does  il  not  cost  just  as  much  to  suppcut 
the  family  of  the  private  in  Indiana  as  it  does  the 
family  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  in  Indiana? 
Is  there  any  reason  why  this  great,  distinction 
should  be  continued  or  enlargeil  berweeii  a  non- 
commissioned officer  and  a  private? 

Then  again,  this  is  another  example  of  the  one- 
sided legislation  that  we  have  indulged  in  iiere 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years.  Whenever 
the  pay  of  t,he  Army  is  settled  it  ought  to  be  set- 
tled upon  soinegeneral  principle;  and  the  pay  not 
only  of  ihe  Army  but  of  the  JNavy  and  the  other 
branches  of  the  publicservice  should  be  fixed  and 
established  at  the  same  lime.  We  went  on  here 
a  year  or  two  ago  anil  gave  large  bounties  to  sol- 
diers and  noneio  luen  enlisted  into  the  naval  ser- 
vice. The  result  was  thatevery body  was  allured 
off  into  the  Army  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Navy, 
and  we  were  deprived  of  the  requisite  number  of 
ini'ii  for  the  latter  branch  of  the  public  service. 
Precisely  the  same  effect  will  be  the  consi  quence 
of  the  aiJo))tion  of  the  amendment  of  ihe  Senator 
from  Indiana.  You  will  ilraw  nff  into  the  Army 
by  giving  fifty  per  cent,  aadiiional  pay  the  very 
men  you  may  want,  and  |)robably  will  want,  in 
the  public  Service  in  some  other  capacity. 

VVheii  the  bill  comes  lo  us  wliieh  it  is  pre- 
dicted is  to  come  from  ihe  House  of  Repi'esenta- 
tives,  then  will  be  the  lime  for  us  to  dilirmine 
what  shall  be  the  pay  of  all  men  whom  we  may 
desire  lo  enlist  into  the  publicservice,  and  let  us 
not  adopt  an  amendment  of  this  kind,  which, 
while  it  may  be  to  the  personal  advantage  of  some 
men,  and  while  it  may  slrengilu-n  one  bre.nch  of 
the  pul)lic  service,  is  calculated  greatly  to  weaken 
another  branch. 

Mi.VV  ILLEY.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  there  is 
no  proposition  clearer  than  that  the  eompeiisation 
of  ihe  soldiers,  unth  r  existing  eircunistanees, 
should  be  increas.  d;  but  1  beg  leave  to  .>*ay  that, 
ill  my  opinion,  there  is  no  proposition  clearer  than 
that  to  lio  so  justly  and  iquilably ,  it  v\  onid  be  in- 
expedient lo  voli-  for  the  piiipoRMion  now  before 
tl'.e  Senate.  If  we  wi«i'  lo  pa.-js  ihisainendmeMl, 
what  would  be  its  effect?  Is  ihere  a  Siiiaior  here 
who  can  lell  ?  Can  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  with 
whom  1  concur  eniirely  in  ihe  proprieiy  of  in- 
creasing the  compensation  ol'  the  si>ldier,  tell  what 
will  be  the  effect  of  hisamendmelit?  Ilow  much 
would  it  increase  the  compensation  of  ihe  nor.- 
coinniissioned  officer  ?  He  may  arrive  at  a  cor- 
rect conclusion  in  regard  to  the  [irivale  soldiers; 
but  in  regard  to  the  non-cinnmissioiK  d  ofiicers, 
how  much  do  they  get  now?  Can  any  Seiiulor 
give  me  inl'ormation  on  thai  subject?  'There  are 
various  grades  of  them.  What  is  the  ditlVrencc 
beUveen  one  and  another,  and  how  will  the  com- 
pensation of  these  various  grades  of  luui-com- 
missioned  officers  be  increased,  if  his  amendment 
be  adopted  ? 

1 1  seems,  therefore.  That  to  do  thai  we  should 
be  legislating  bliiully;  we  should  be  appropria- 
ting public  moiK^y,  at  a  lime  when  we  have  none 
loo  much  of  it,  in  a  manner  which  we  cannot  now 
anticipate.  Is  it  wise,  then,  lo  act  before  we  have 
the  fads  before  us?  Is  it  wise  to  say  how  much 
a  man's  compensation  shall  be  increased  before 
wi-  know  what  his  conipensalion  is  now?  I  think 
not,  sir;  and  espei'ially  does  it  seem  to  me  inex- 
pedient to  pass  the  anunidmeni  of  ihe  Senatcu" 
from  Indiana  at  this  tune,  since  we  have  a  com- 
mittee lioih  in  ihis  body  and  in  the  other  branch 
of  Congress  who  are  specially  charged  with  ihia 
very  oljject.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  says  that 
unless  this  amendment  is  passed  no  increase  of 
compensation  will  be  made  to  the  private  soldier 
and  the  non-commissioned  officer  at  this  session 
of  Congresa.     1  do  nolunderstand  that  any  Much 
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Rsiill  Will  accruf.  1  l.ielievi.'  llmt  llic  Conifivss  of 
tin;  [Jiii(fil  Sttiics  nre  pt  lutratcil  wiili  u  piopiT 
si'iiSf  (if  ju.slici'  U>  llio  sohJirr;  lliat  tins  .session 
will  not  ije  |uiss(d  over  iinlil  tlic  drtnand  of  llisK 
jusiici-  is  folly  comjilied  with.  The  Sciiittor  from 
Indiana,  allow  me  to  say,  is  takiii;;:  upcni  himself 
a  ,';reat  deal  when  he  says  that  litis  session  of 
Cmii^ress  will  adjourn  without  having  acconii- 
plished  tliat  measure  of  justice.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  he  presses  his  measure  at  this  tiint'  lie  is  in- 
creasing tiie  diffieiilties;  he  is  imperiliii»the  very 
oliject  v/hieh  he  desires  and  whieh  I  desire  to  ac- 
r.<pii)plish;  for  unless  Senators  are  much  better 
iiislruet((i  on  this  matter  than  lam  as  to  the  result 
of  this  measure,  liny  will  be  voiiiig  in  the  dark. 

If  I  uiulersuuid  the  matter  correcily,  to  increase 
till'  cmiipi  nsuiHui  of  a  soldier  or  iioii-coiiimis- 
sioiieii  iitficer,  as  it  ought  to  be  adjusted,  equii- 
alily  and  equally,  is  a  mailer  of  no  little  diffieu I ly. 
Ii  is  a  mailer  tliat  ought  to  go  to  a  committee, 
that  must  necessarily  be  considered  by  a  coni- 
miHee;  all  llie  facts  in  the  case  must  lie  before  the 
committee,  and  taken  into  consideration.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  rommittee  in  the  other' House 
have  had  great  difficulties  on  that  matter  Tliey 
liave,iio  doubt,  had  ihe  facts  spread  before  them, 
and  taken  time  to  consider  them;  an'd  yet  it  seems 
that  much  delay  has  accrued  Tn  consequence  of 
the  inirinsic  difficulties  of  the  case.  Shall  we, 
upon  the  spur  of  the  momeiii,  in  darkness  and  in 
doubt,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  facts  that 
bear  ufioii  the  case,  be  required  to  vote  in  a  mat- 
ter of  such  great  importance  as  this,  involving 
not  only  equal  justice  to  the  soldier  himself  but 
involving  millitnis  of  (bdlars  to  the  Governinetit.'' 
Shall  we,  u[)on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  be  re- 
quired to  pass  upon  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Indiana?  I  respectfully  suggest  to  him, would 
it  not  be  better,  under  all  these  circumstances,  and 
in  this  condition  of  the  case,  to  allow  these  commit- 
tees who  have  charge  of  this  subject  specially, and 
who,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  as  deeply  penetrated 
with  a  sense  of  justice  and  equity  to  the  soldier 
as  he  is  and  I  am,  to  take  pro|jer  time  to  consider 
it,  so  that  a  measure  may  be  matured  doing  equal 
justice  to  the  private  and  the  non-commissioned 
officer,  and  taking  into  due  consideration  the 
liiuincial  interests  of  the  Government? 

I  cannot  vote  for  the  proposition  in  its  present 
condition.  It  seems  to  me  that  every  principle 
of  propriety  and  expediency,  of  right  and  justice 
to  the  Soldier  and  of  justice  to  the  Government, 
demands  at  least  more  consideration  to  a  measure 
of  tills  importance  than  can  be  given  to  it  upon  an 
incidental  amendment  to  a  bill  to  which  it  is  per- 
haps barely  germane. 

Mr.  POMEllOY.  I  suppose  we  are  ready  to 
vote  on  this  question. 

Several  SentATOrs.     Let  us  vote. 

Mr.  POlVJEROY.  Fifty  per  cent,  on  thirteen 
dollars  a  month  is  an  improvement  over  the  prop- 
osition that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  and  his 
friends  proposed  in  caucus.  I  notice  that  if  gold 
is  worth  170,'|100  in  currency  is  worth  fifty-eight 
dollars  and  a  fraction  over  in  gold;  and  tliirteen 
dollars  in  gold  is  worth  twenty-two  dollars  and  a 
fraction  over  in  currency.  Fifty  |ier  cent,  added 
to  thirteen  dollars  is  $19  30.  I  only  wished  to 
suggest  that  this  isan improvement  on  the  caucuss 
arrangement. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  I  rise  simply 
to  say  that  I  shall  not  vole  on  this  question  with 
reference  to  any  partisan  arrangement, and  I  hope 
no  other  Senator  will  do  so.  1  think  it  rather  a 
poor  business  to  be  talking  about  partisanship  on 
a  question  so  important  to  the  country  as  this. 

There  are  tlio.se  in  the  country  who  believe 
that  the  pay  of  the  soldier  should  be  raised;  some 
think  one  sum,  some  another.  The  Committee 
on  Military.  Alfairs  fixed  on  sixteen  dollars  a 
m<iiiLli,  wiih  a  luopoi  tioiiate  increase  for  the  non- 
comtiii.ssioned  officeis.  That  bill  came  back  to 
the  Seiiaie,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  called  up. 
The  financial  condiiion  of  the  country  required 
our  considi-raiion.  It  isan  important  question. 
The  ci'inmiltee  in  the  House  of  Represeiitali ves 
have  a  similar  measure  before  them.  I  am  told 
that  il  is  their  inteiiiion  to  report  a  bill,  but  they 
intend  iliat  that  l>ill  shall  follow  the  internal  rev- 
enue bill  and  llie  tarill'  bill.  After  We  UaVe  pro- 
vided the  means  lo  carry  on  the  Governnient  and 
iiieri  ase  ihe  ii  sources  of  the  Gcjvernmeiit,  then 
they  propose  to  bring  a  measure  forward  to  iu- 
crvuse  the  pay  of  (he  solUier«. 


1  have  not  called  up  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Military  Commiltee  of  the  Senate,  because  I  lie- 
lievect  il  would  nothavea  fair  consideration  in  the 
lUNseiit  eondiiion  of  the  fiiianC''.')  <if  ihe  couirtry, 
and  I  llioiiglilthos(?  who  consider  that  there  ougiil 
to  be  some  increase,  and  I  am  among  that  tium- 
ber,  had  better  wait  until  we  can  act  upon  thegreat 
financial  questions  that  are  to  furnish  means  to 
carry  on  ihe  Government  of  the  country,  before 
pressing  the  measure  tna  vole.  Tlieref"ore  I  moved 
to  lay  this  matter  on  the  table  to  wail  for  that 
measure.  % 

Several  Senatoiis.     You  raniiot  do  that. 

Mr.  WILbON.  I  say  I  did  niovelhal  the  bill 
reported  by  ihe  Cominiitee  on  Miliiary  Aftairs 
should  lie  on  the  table  for  ihe  purpose  of  waiting 
lo  see  the  action  of  Congress  on  these  other  meas- 
ures, and  see  wlial  sort  of  a  liill  ilie  Coainiittee  on 
Miliiary  AfTairs  of  the  House  of  llepreseiitalives 
would  bi  iiig  up. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  The  principal  reason  as- 
signed for  ihe  rejeclion  of  the  priipositioii  sub- 
miited  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  at  this  time 
si'cms  to  lie  that  il  will  increase  the  pay  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers  who  are  now  receiving 
some  twenty  dollars  per  monih.  I  suggest,  there- 
fore, lo  the  Senator  from  Indiana  that  he  accept 
this  proviso,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  his  amend- 
ment: 

Provided,  That  the  pay  of  Ihe  non-coiiiniissionud  officers 
shall  not  exceed  twenty-two  dollars  per  month. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  accept  that  modifica- 
tion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)  The  tiKiditication  cannot  be  accepted 
by  the  mover.  The  yeas  and  nays  having  been 
ordered  on  the  amendment,  it  is  beyond  his  con- 
trol. " 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  understood  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  to  say  that  the  highest  monthly  pay  of  any 
non-commissioned  officer  now  was  iweiiiy-lwo 
dollars.  The  amouiitof  increase,  estimating  the 
number  of  privates  in  the  Army  at  five  hundred 
thousand,  would  be  but  $3,500,000,  less  than  two 
days'  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Governmeni; 
and  I  think  as  we  have  to  rely  principally  upon 
the  Army,  for  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion, 
and  all  admit  that  there  is  no  more  im[)orlant 
branch  of  the  public  service,  there  is  none  where 
at  least  common  justice  rai^ht  be  exercised  with 
more  profit. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  suppose  there  is  no 
objection  lo  my  accepiing  the  modification  pro- 
posed bv  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  modifi- 
cation can  be  received  by  unanimous  consc-nt.  Is 
there  any  objection?  The  Chair  hears  none. 
The  amend  men  I  will  be  so  modified,  and  the  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  as  modified. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia  that  with  his  modification  all 
the  non-commissioned  officers  now  will  draw  not 
less  than  iwenty-lwo  dollars.  Il  will  bring  them 
all  up  16  an  equivalent,  orderly  sergeants,  first 
sergeants,  second  sergeants,  corporals,  (Sic. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  1  do  not  think  the  proviso 
is  susceptible  of  the  olijectioii  made  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  lowa.'^  The  original  proposition  is  lo 
increase  the  pay  of  non-com missioried  officers  and 
privates  fifty  per  cent.  Wliere  that  increase 
would  make  the  amount  received  by  a  non-com- 
missioned officer  greater  than  twenty-two  dollars 
a  month,  he  does  nolreceive  il  under  the  proviso, 
as  1  undersiaiid  it. 

Mr.  WiLLEY.  I  desire  tostate  that  my  col- 
league [Vlr.  Van  Winkle]  has  been  called  away 
on  urgent  business  this  evening. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  6,  nays  30;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  liuckalew,  Carlile,  Davis,  Hendricks, 
Lane  oriiiili;iiiii,  and  I'dwell— 6. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiillioiiy,  I5i-<>vvii,<"hr>nriler,  Clark.  Col- 
lairier,Coiiiiess,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Dooliule,  I'^^ssuiiden,  Foot, 
Fost<T,  Grimes,  Hale,  llardlii-;,  Uemleison,  llnvvard.  Ifovve, 
MiD(iu],mII,  MiMLMii,  iMorrill,  I'oiiieroy,  Ramsey,  tiln-rmaii, 
.■^iimmr,  'I'cii  EycU,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  VVilley,  ami 
Wilson— 30. 

So  the  amendment'  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  aniendmeiit.-?  were  concurred  in.  The 
ameiidmi.nts  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  tinii'.  1 1  was  read  ihe  iliird 
time;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  it  pass?  " 

iVd-r.  POWIiLL  (tailed  for  llie  y(iasan<l  nays;  and 


they  were  ordered;  aieJ  being  taken,  resulted — 
yc  as  3(i,  nay  1;  as  follows: 

YEAr*— MesMs.  .Anthony,  I'.rown,  Buelwlew,  CarHle, 
Cliiiiidier.(,'lark.  (Jullainer.  t'oiinus:.,  (Jowan.  Davis.  Di.\oii, 
Doolitlle,  Fe-senden,  Foot.  T'o-ter.  Grimes,  Male.  Harding, 
lli'iiriiTsoii.  [fi'Mdricks,  Howard.  Howe,  Lam-  of  Indiana, 
Lane  ot'  Kansas,  .MrDougall,  Moi<;aii,  Alorrill,  Ponieroy, 
l{ani>ey,  Sherman.  .'5(immT,  Ten  Eyck,  Truinhull,  Wil- 
kinson, VVillev,and  Wilson — 36. 

NAY— .Mr.  Powell— 1. 

So  ihe  bill  Vi^as  papsed. 

0.1  motion  of  Mr.   FES-SENDEN,  the  title  of 

llie  bill  was  an dr  d  by  adding  the  words  "  and 

for  ctln-r  purposes." 

LIST  OF  ABSENTEKS. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  offer  the  following res- 
oluiiini,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to 
it.  'I'o-day  's  experience  has  proved  the  necessity 
for  it: 

liesolfcil.  That  the  reporter  lie  dliecteri,  In  niakinj  up 
the  prueeediiiirs  ot'tlie  Senate,  to  ri'port,  in  -a  separate  list, 
the  naini's  ()t'ali.seiitees,()ii  i^ach  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

I  should  like  lo  have  it  acted  on  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  BROWN.     I  object. 

ThePRESIDlNG  OFFICER.  Objection  being 
made,  the  residuMon  must  lie  over  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  FESSEN  DEN.  I  give  notice  thai  I  shall 
call  it  up  at  an  early  Jay. 

ADJOUIIN.MENT  TO  MONDAY. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  move  thai  when  iheSenate 
adjourns  to-day  it  lie  lo  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  Oil  thai  motion  I  call 
for  ihe  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  22,  nays  14;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Me.ssis.  ISiown,  Itiielinjtw,  (Jarlile,  Chandler, 
Coiiness,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolitlli',  Grimes.  Henderson, 
Howard,  Howe,  .MeDoiisall,  MorfiM,  I'onieroy,  Powell, 
Itamsev,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  and  Wii- 
s<ni— 2-i. 

N.\YS — !\fcssrs.  Anilioiiy,  Clark,  Collain.  r,  Dixon,  Fes  ■ 
senden,  Foot,  Fosier,  Hale,  Ihirdiiig,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Sherman,  and  Ten  Eyck^U. 

So  llie  rlrioiion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDEU  OK  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  POWELL.  1  move  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
prevpiii  tniliiary  interference  wiili  elections  in  the 
States.  I  ask  that  it  be  taken  up  for  the  purpose 
of  laying  itoveriill  Monday.  'I'iie  Semitor  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson]  has  the  floor  on  it,  and 
1  desire  verv  much  ui  have  a  vole  on  that  bill. 

Mr.  «U.\4NER.  1  hope  the  Senate  will  not 
take  up  that  bill,  tor  lliere  is  a  measure  of  prac- 
tical importance  on  which  it  is  necessary  that  the 
Senate  shou'ld  an  at  once, a  bill  thai  has  been  re- 
ported (luring  this  last  week,  and  every  day's 
delay  is  costing  more  money  iliaii  I  am  able  to 
name,  besides  causing  much  inconvenience.  It 
is  ihe  bill  to  estaOlisli  a  Btiit  au  of  Freedmeii,  a 
praciical  measure, and  with  which  1  hJipe  iheSen- 
ate will  be  ready  to  proci'ed  on  Monday.  1  there- 
fore ask  that  it  shall  be  taketi  up  to-iiight,-(*"i  that 
when  we  adjourn  or  go  into  execuiive  se.-ision  it 
may  be  the  pending  liusiness.  I  hope,  therefore, 
the  Senate  will  not  take  u[)  the  measure  of  the 
Senator  from  Keiiiucky,  but  will  take  up  this 
measure  which  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  regard  to  the  assignment 
of  ihe  bill  on  which  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
annoniices  ihai  the  Senator  from  Maryland  desired 
lo  be  heard,  1  wish  lo  say  that  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  lias  been  call  d  lo  New  York  on  im- 
portant business  and  will  not  be  back  on  that  day; 
and  therefore  it  is  not  proper  that  the  assignment 
should  be  made  for  that  day. 

i\lr.  POWELL.  If  theSeiiatorfrom  Maryland 
should  not  be  lure,  it  can  be  postponed  again. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  llie  consideration  of  execuiivt^  business; 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     I  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Does  not  my  motion  take  pre- 
cedence ? 

ThePRESIDlNG  OFFICER.  Thcmothnito' 
adjourn  lakes  precedence. 

IVIr.  H  ENDKICRS.  The  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin [Mr.  Doomttle]  says  there  is  important 
executive  business,  and  ilierel'ore  1  withdraw  my 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  quesiioo 
recurs  on  ilii;  niolion  of  the  Senator  t'rom  Iowa  lo 
proceed  lo  the  consideration  ofexeciitive  business. 

The  motiiMi  was  agreed  to;  and  after  some  lime 
spent  ill  executive  session,  ihe  doora  Were  ro- 
opened,  ttnd  the  Sentile  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Afril  22,  18G4. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 

by  tlie  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  ask  the  con.sent  of  the  House 
for  leave  of  absence  for  fifteen  days. 

There  biing  no  objection,  leave  of  absence  was 
accordintrlv  irranied. 

Tiie  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  was  requested 
to  ask  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days  for  Mr.  Steb- 
BINS  on  account  of  sickness. 

I'here  being  no  objection,  leave  of  absence  was 
accordingly  grunted. 

CONGRKSSIONAL  GLOBE. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  stated  th6  business  first  in 
order  to  be  the  bill  yesterday  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Priming,  grantingaddiiional  com- 
pensation to  the  j)roprietors  of  the  Congressional 
Globe. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  1  move  to  postpone  that 
bill  until  Tuesday  morning  next. 

The  motion  was  agi'eed  to. 

ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCE  UEPOIIT. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  i-eported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolreil,  TlKit  five  Innuired  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Nation. il  Acailumy  of  Seieiice  be  printed  lor  the  use  of  ilie 
National  Ac;i(Uiiiy  of  !?ciuiice. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE, of  Illinois.  Ishouldlike 
to  know  what  this  ri'f)ort  is. 

Mr.  A.  W.CLARK.  Itis  the  report,  I  believe, 
of  their  doings  last  year.  The  printing  of  the  re- 
port hiis  been  alieady  ordered.  This  resolution 
was  referred  to  the  Commitiee  on  Printing,  and 
it  is  considered  of  importance  that  il  should  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Well,  sir, 
I  do  not  see  what  the  House  has  to  do  witli  the 
printing  of  these  extra  copies. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  move  that  the  resolutioti  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  KASS>ON.  I  ask  thogentleman  from  Ohio 
to  withdraw  that  motion  fur  a  moment. 

Mr.  COX.  1  will  if  the  gentleman  wishes  to 
explain. 

Mr.  KASSON.  This  request  for  the  printing 
of  this  report  came  from  the  Committee  on  Uni- 
form Weights  and  Measures  and  Coinage.  It 
embraces  reports  made  in  pursuance  of  law 
respectively  to  the  Treasury  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments. They  contain  imjiortant  scientific  and 
statistical  information.  A  part  of  the  subject  re- 
lates to  investigations  going  on  in  Europe  as  well 
as  in  this  country.  The  report  has  already  been 
printed,  and  the  cost  of  these  extra  copies  will  be 
very  small.  This  Academy  of  Science,  as  is  well 
known,  is  supported  pariiully  by  appropriations 
of  Congress;  they  receive  important  documents; 
and  the  object  of  these  extra  copies  is  to  enable 
them  to  furnish  exchanges  in  foreign  countries. 
I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  see  the  pro- 
priety of  allowing  these  copies  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COX.  I  was  not  aware  that  this  report 
had  anything  to  do  with  our  governmental  opera- 
tions. 

Mr.  KASSON.     It  has. 

Mr.  COX.  1  then  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  ihe  table. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK  demanded  the  previous 
question  on  the  resolution. 

The  previ(»us  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  oiilered  to  be  put. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  53  voted 
in  the  affirmative  and  38  in  the  negative — no 
quorum. 

The  SPEAKER  ordered  tellers;  and  appointed 
Mr.  A.  W.  Clark  and  Mr.  McKinnet  as  such 
tellers.  , 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  77,  noes  16. 

So  tlie  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  agreed  to;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  wan  agreed  to. 
DA.NKIllll'TCV   HILL. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK,  from  the  same  cornmii- 


tee,  reported  the  following  resolution,  and  on  its 
adoption  demanded  the  previous  question: 

Resolved,  That  there  he  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House 
five  thousand  copies,  in  pamphlet  form,  of  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  uniform  system  of  hankruploy  throughout  the  United 
States,  reported  from  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of 
a  banlirupt  law. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ortjered  to  be  put. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and 
also  movetTthat  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  leave 
of  the  House  to  have  a  dispatch  read  which  I  have 
just  received  in  connection  with  certain  charges 
made  a  few  days  ago  against  one  of  my  constit- 
uents. 

A  Member.  The  gentleman  froin  Ohio  [Mr. 
Garfield]  is  not  present. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to 
indulge  in  any  remarks  at  this  time  because  of 
the  absence  of  the  genileman  from  Ohio.  I  sim- 
ply wish  this  dispatch  to  be  now  made  public. 

Mr.  UPSON.     1  object. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  hope  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  I  will  not  indulge  in  any 
remarks  at  all. 

Objection  was  withdrawn. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Tekre  IlAnTE,  ^pril  21, 1864. 
Hon.  D.  W.  VooRHEES  : 

The  letter  purporting  to  be  written  by  mc  to  John  C. 
RreeUiiiridge,  used  by  Qeiieral  Garitikld,  is  utterly  false,  a 
base  forgeiy.      1  have  written  you  to-day. 

JUHN  G.  DAVIS. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  The  gentleman  fi-om  Ohio 
is  not  in  his  seat,  and  I  will  defer  any  remarks  I 
desire  to  make  until  he  is  present. 

KANSAS  INDIANS. 

Mr.  WILDER,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Wea,  Peoria, 
Kaskaskia,  and  Piankeshav/  Indians;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
GOLD  BILL. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
take  from  the  Speaker's  table  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  gold  bill  for  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.     I  object. 

BUSINESS  AT  EVENING  SESSION. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  that  this  evening  shall  be  ap- 
propriated, as  well  as  the  day  session,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  tax  bill. 

[Cries  of  "Agreed!"  "Agreed!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  By  the  order  of  the  House 
on  the  18th  of  April,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  the 
order  of  business  was  changed  until  otherwise  or- 
dered, and  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  majority  to  deter- 
mine what  business  shall  be  considered  this  even- 
ing. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  shall  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent first. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  What  will  be  the 
regular  order  of  business  this  evening.' 

The  SPEAKER.  At  seven  o'clock  this  even- 
ing, first,  the  call  of  committees  for  reports  of  a 
private  nature,  and  at  tlx?  expiration  of  the  morn- 
ing hour  the  rebellious  States  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.     Then  I  object. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  this  evening  be 
devoted  lo  the  lax  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  tlousi;  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Commiitce  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consitJeration  of 

THE  TAX  BILL. 

The  Clerk  road,  as  follows: 

Sec.  7H.  ./hid  hr  it  further  eiuiclcd,  TUnl  there  tliall  be 
paid  annually  for  rarh  llei  imp  granted  the  sum  herewith 


stated  respectively.  Any  number  of  persons,  e.\cept  law- 
yers, physicians,  surgeons,  dentists,  cattle-brokers,  liorse- 
dealers,and  peddlcrs,carryiiigon  such  bnsiiu'ssatany  place 
in  copartiuMvhip  may  transact  sncli  business  at  sncli  place 
under  such  liciMise,  and  not  otherwise,  that  is  to  say. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  to  insert  before  the 
word  "physicians"  the  words  "  conveyancers, 
claims  agents." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

1.  Bankers  using  or  employing  a  capital  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  §50,000,  sJiall  pay  .^100  for  each  license  ;  when 
using  or  employing  a  capital  exceeding  f  50.000,  for  every 
additional  $1,000  in  excess  of  $50,000  two  dollars.  Every 
person,  firm,  or  company,  and  every  incorporated  oroihet 
bank,  having  a  place  of  business -where  crrdits  are  opened 
in  favor  of  any  person,  firm,  company,  or  corporation  by  the 
deposit  or  collection  of  money  or  currency,  and  the  same 
or  any  part  thereof  shall  be  paid  or  remitted  upon  draft, 
check,  or  order  of  such  creditor,  or  where  money  is  ad- 
vanced on  stocks,  bonds,  bullion,  bill^  of  exchange,  oi 
promissory  notes,  or  where  such  stocks,  bonds,  bullion, 
bills  of  exchange,  or  promissory  notes  are  deposited  for 
discount  or  sale,  shall  be  regarded  a  banker  under  this  act, 
but  sliall  not  include  agents  lor  the  sale  of  merchandise  foi 
account. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  to  strike  out  "  in  favor 
of  any  person,  firm,  company,  or  corporation;' 
strike  out  "the  same  or  any  part  thereof,"  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof,  "  subject  to;"  strike  out  the 
words,  "  of  such  creditor;"  insert  afierthe  words  • 
"advanced  on"  the  word  "loans;"  strike  out 
the  word  "  such  ;"  and  strike  out  the  words  "  but 
shall  not  include  agents  for  the  sale  of  merchan- 
dise for  account." 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

2.  Wholesale  dealers,  whose  annual  sales  do  not  exceed 
$50,000,  shall  pay  twenty-five  dollars  for  each  license;  and 
if  exceeding  $.50,000,  for  every  additional  $1,000  in  excess 
of  $50,000  one  dollar.  Every  person  shall  Ix!  regarded  as 
a  wholesale  dealer  under  this  act  whose  business  it  is  to 
sell  or  ofler  to  sell  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  of 
foreign  or  domestic  production,  whose  ainiual  sales  exceed 
$25,000.  And  the  license  required  by  any  wholesah;  dealer 
shall  not  be  for  a  less  amount  than  his  sales  for  the  pre- 
vious year,  unless  he  has  made  or  proposes  to  make  some 
change  in  his  business  tl)at  will  obviously  reduce  the 
amount  of  his  annual  sales;  nor  shall  any  license  as  a 
wliolesale  dealer  allow  any  such  person  to  act  .'is  a  com- 
mercial broker:  Provided,  That  any  license  understated 
may  and  shall  be  again  assessed. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  to  insert  after  the  word 
"production"  the  words  "not  including  wine, 
spirituous  or  malt  lit|uors,"and  add  as  follows: 

And  that  no  person  holding  a  license  as  wholesale  dealer 
in  liquors  shall  he  required  lo  lake  out  an  additional  license 
on  account  of  the  sale  of  other  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise on  tlie  same  premises. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

4.  Retail  dealers  in  liquors  shall  pay  twenty  dollars  foi 
each  license.  Every  person  whose  husini.'ss  or  occupation 
it  is  to  sell  or  offer  for  sale  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise of  foreign  or  domestic  production,  including  spirits, 
wines,  ale,  beer,  or  other  mail  liquors,  and  whose  ainiuai 
sales  exceed  $1,000  and  do  not  exceed  $25,000,  shall  be 
regarded  as  a  retail  dealer  in  liquors  under  this  act. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  to  strike  out  "  whose 
business  or  occupation  is,"  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  "who  shall." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  section, 
in  line  forty-eight,  by  striking  out  after  the  word 
"sale"  the  words  "any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise of." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend,  in  line 
forty-nine,  by  striking  out  the  words  "produc- 
tion, including." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend,  in  line 
fifty,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "liquors"  the 
wortls  "  in  qiutntities  of  three  gallons  or  less." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  move  to  amend,  in  lines 
fifty    and    fifty-one,  by    striking  out   the  words.  , 
"exceeding  one  thousand  and." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  add  at  the  end  of 
the  paragraph  the  words  "  but  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  authorize  the  sale  of  any  8(>irit8, 
wines,  or  mall  liquors  to  be  drank  on  the  prem- 
ises." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  move  to  nntend  the  section,  in 
line  forty-six,  by  striking  out  "twenty"  and  in- 
serting "  fifty." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Th(!  gentlemnn  from  Iowa 
probably  does  not  understand  whttt  wo  propose 
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to  have  done.  This  is  a  license  to  rctnil  liquor 
dealers,  and  before  we  g;et  throu>!;li  liie  bill  it  will 
be  seen  that  we  propose  a  license  of  fifty  dollais 
to  be  paid  by  wholesale  liquor  dealers  sellings 
^50,000  worth;  and  we  propose  that  they  shall 
pay  just  twice  as  much  as  those  who  deal  in  other 
articles.  I  think  that  is  sufficient,  and  therefore 
hope  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
■will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  move  to  amend  my  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  ''fifty"  and  inserting 
"  forty."  My  object  is  to  charge  retail  liquor 
dealers  forty  dollars  for  a  license,  instead  of 
twenty.  1  do  not  believe  that  any  person  present 
will  controvert  the  position  that  any  man  who 
retails  liquors  will  pay  forty  dollars  for  the  privi- 
lege just  as  quick  as  they  would  twenty  dollars, 
if  tliey  cannot  be  permitted  to  sell  without  the 
payment  of  that  amount.  The  object  of  this  bill 
is  to  obtain  revenue,  and  the  more  revenue  we 
can  get  from  that  source  the  better  for  the  coun- 
try. If  the  object  were  not  revenue  I  should  have 
a  different  line  of  argument  in  reference  to  it. 
But  if  we  are  to  receive  revenue  at  all,  we  must 
receive  it  from  the  luxuries  and  vices  of^  the  coun- 
try. No  getuleman  will  say  that  retail  dealers 
will  not  pay  forty  dollais  rather  than  not  be  al- 
lowed to  follow  that  branch  of  business. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  rise  to  o[)pose  this  altera- 
tion. The  coinmittee  were  of  opinion  that  as  a 
revenue  question,  more  will  be  raised  by  a  charge 
of  twenty  dollars  than  by  any  largersuni.  There 
are  a  great  many  small  retail  dealers  in  every  vil- 
lage, I  suppose,  and  as  our  action  has  merely  re- 
gard to  revenue  and  not  to  sumptuary  laws,  we 
were  of  opinion  that  this  amount  would  produce 
a  larger  revenue  than  any  other  sum.  1  hope  it 
will  be  allowed  to  stand. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Tlie  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  a  new  paragraph  to 
come  in  before  this  fourth  paragraph. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.    I  object  to  going  back. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Well,  1  will  move  it  here- 
after at  another  point. 

Mr.  BOUT  WELL.  I  move  to  add  to  the 
proviso  which  has  been  adopted  the  words  "  or 
the  sale  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  ex- 
cept those  enumerated  in  this  act."  Under  the 
existing  law  we  have  always  received  a  license 
fee  from  person^who  sold  liquors,  and  if  they 
added  to  their  stock  other  kinds  of  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  they  were  required  to  pay  an 
additional  license  fee  as  retail  dealeis.  I  am  not 
sure  that  the  construction  of  the  paragraph  as  it 
stands  would  tiot  be  so  interpreted  now,  but  in- 
asmuch as  the  words  have  been  left  out,  I  think 
it  proper  that  we  should  put  in  a  provision  of  this 
sort,  so  that  it  shall  be  understood  that  a  person 
whotakes  outa  license  asa  retail  dealer  in  liquors 
does  Dolunder  that  license  acquire  any  authority 
to  sell  other  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise.  Now 
a  retail  dealer  in  goods  generally  has  to  pay  ten 
dollars  under  this  act,  and  a  retail  dealer  in  liq- 
uors twenty  dollars.  If  by  obtaining  a  license 
as  a  retail  dealer  in  liquors  a  trader  acquires  a 
right  to  sell  other  goods,  it  is  apparent  that  we 
shall  lose  a  very  large  amount  of  revenue.  1  think 
that  the  man  who  takes  a  license  to  sell  liquor 
ought  to  be  willing  to  pay  for  that  license  specific- 
ally, and  twenty  dollars  cannot  be  considered  a 
large  sum;  if  he  desires  to  sell  other  things  ten 
dollars  addiiionnl  is  not  exorbitant. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  1  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  to  the  pro- 
viso to  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Boutwell]  has  offered  an  amendment.  If 
[  understand  its  reading,  it  provides  that  a  retail 
dealer  licensed  under  this  act  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  Sell  liquors  to  be  drank  on  the  premises. 
1  desire  to  know  if  it  is  his  purpose  by  that  amend- 
ment to  prevent  the  sale  of  liquors  to  be  drank  in 
the  saloons  and  bar-rooms  and  groceries  of  the 
country  .' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  No,  sir;  if  they  take  out  a 
license  as  a  hotel,  or  tavern-keeper,  or  eating- 
house,  then  they  have  a  license  to  sell  liquors  to 
be  drank  on  the  premises.  But  this  is  a  propo- 
sition in  relation  to  retail  dealers  throughout  the 
country,  and  I  urn  oppo.sed  to  the  proposiiii^n  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  because,  asi 
the  gentlemen  from  the  West  very  well  under- 
stand most  nil  of  the  shopkeepers  there  sell  as  a 


major  part  of  their  goods  groceries  and  dry  goods, 
and  sometimes  a  small  quantity  of  "  whisky 
straight." 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  wish  to  say  that  there 
are  in  the  country  often  places  where  liquors  are 
sold  retail,  without  being  sold  in  connection  with 
a  hotel  or  eating-house.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  if  it  is  his  purpose  that 
before  a  man  shall  sell  at  retail,  in  small  quan- 
tities, to  be  drank  about  the  premises,  he  shall 
open  a  hotel  or  an  eating-house?  It  strikes  me 
that  such  a  provision  would  cut  off  a  very  large 
source  of  reveiuoe. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  He  must  pay  for  a  license 
for  a  hotel  or  eating-house. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  1  understand  thatby  this 
amendment  he  is  required  to  pay  twenty-five  dol- 
lars to  retail  spirits,  but  this  proviso  proJiibils  him 
from  selling  less  than  three  gallons. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  This  relates  to  an  entirely 
different  trade.  It  does  not  relate  to  the  retailers 
by  the  glass,  but  by  the  gallon.  Now,  in  the 
Northeast  we  have  no  difficulty  about  it,  because 
there  storekeepers  are  not  allowed  to  sell  liquors 
anyhow.  , 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Then  I  understand  the 
effect  t>f  the  amendment  to  be  that  a  retailer  can- 
not sell  liquor  to  be  sold  on  the  premises  unless 
three  gallons  are  drank.     [Laughter.) 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  by 
slrikingout  the  last  half  of  his  amendment,  "  ex- 
cept those  enumerated  in  this  paragrafih." 

1  rise  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  to  the  com- 
mittee what  I  tliink,  from  the  remarks  which  have 
been  made,  is  not  fully  understood.  Ordinary 
retail  dealers  in  merchandise  pay  a  tax  for  a  li- 
cense of  ten  dollars.  Where  they  retail  liquors 
they  are  charged  a  license  of  twenty  dollars  for 
it.  For  that  reason  the  committee  reported  the 
bill  in  this  form,  that  when  a  double  license  is  in 
point  of  fact  paid,  llie  retail  dealer  in  liquors  may 
also  sell  dry-goods  and  groceries.  Upon  that 
pnncipleofjusticeandequality  they  havereported 
it  in  this  form,  so  that  the  provision  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  defeats  the  principle 
which  is  to  be  found  throughout  the  bill,  that 
where  a  dealer  pays  a  double  license  he  may  do 
both  businesses. 

Another  point  to  which  I  wish  to  call  attention 
is  this,  that  the  term  liquors  in  this  case  provided 
to  be  sold  in  quantities  not  exceeding  three  gal- 
lons is  definitive  of  the  business  of  a  retail  dealer, 
and  independent  of  the  law  touching  liquor  to  be 
drunk  on  the  premises  where  they  retail  liquors 
as  their  principal  business. 

Mr.  BOUTWELD.  1  desire  to  restate  my 
reason  for  offering  this  amendment.  The  prop- 
osition of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
works  a  reduction  of  the  revenue.  We  have 
heretotbre  derived  a  revenue  of  $1,200,000  from 
licensed  retail  dealers  in  liquors,  and  ten  dollars 
fi'om  every  licensed  dealer  in  othergoods;  and  if 
a  person  desired  to  sell  other  goods  in  addition  to 
liquors  he  was  obliged  to  take  two  licenses,  and 
pay  therefor  thirty  dollars.  Now,  this  proposi- 
tion of  the  committee  is  that  a  person  wlio  desires 
to  sell  goods  generally  and  liquors  also  shall  have 
a  license  to  do  all  these  various  kind  of  business 
for  twenty  dollars — a  reduction  of  ten  dollars  from 
the  existing  law. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  with- 
drawn. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  At  the  request  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  I  propose  to  amend  in 
the  fiftieth  line  by  substituting  for  the  words  "  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  and,"  stricken  out,  the 
words  "  including  all  sales  of  other  merchandise;" 
so  as  to  make  the  clause  read: 

Every  person  whose  hut-iness  or  occupation  is  to  sell  or 
oftcr  for  srfle  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  of  liireign 
or  domestic  production,  including  spirits,  wines,  ale,  heer, 
or  otlier  malt  li(]uors,  and  vvliosp  annual  sales,  including 
all  sales  ototlier  merchandise,  do  not  exceed  $25,000,  shall 
be  regarded  us  a  retail  dealer  in  liquors  under  this  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  now  move  to  amend  by 
adding  the  proviso  of  which  I  gave  notice. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  desire  to  move  to  amend 
the  originiil  p;u';igraph. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Very  well.  I  will  withdraw 
my  amendment  to  give  the  gentleman  an  oppor- 
tunity to  m^ive  \ui  nmendnienr. 


Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  move  to  amend  in  the 
fourth  paragraf)h  by  striking  ouj.  "twenty-five" 
and  inserting  "  ten." 

The  paragraph  would  then  read: 

4.  Retail  dnalfrs  in  liquors  shall  pay  twenty  dollar?  for 
each  license.  Every  person  wlio-c  business  or  ocoupatioii 
it  is  to  sell  or  ofter  for  sale  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise of  foreign  or  domestic  production,  inoluriiiig  spirits, 
wines,  ale,  beer,  or  ot.her  malt  liquors,  and  whose  annual 
sales,  including  sales  of  all  other  merchandise,  do  not  ex- 
ceed $10,000,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  retail  dealer  in  liquors 
under  this  act. 

1  think  that  retail  dealers  whose  sales  of  liquors 
amount  to  as  much  as  $10,000  a  year  ought  to 
pay  a  license  of  twenty  dollars. 

Mr.  KASSON.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
will  recollect  lliat  the  section  has  bei'ri  chiiiigi'd 
on  my  motion  by  inserting  in  place  of  the  words 
"exceed  one  thousand"  the  words  "including 
sales  of  all  other  merchandise."  The  effect  of 
the  amendment,  as  the  gentleman  will  see,  is  to 
make  the  license  apply  to  the  entire  sales  of  all 
merchandise  including  liquors.  I  think  that  should 
be  sufficient. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  insist  upon  my  motion, 
and  hope  it  will  be  adopted. 

The  ameridmcnt  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  move  in  line  forty- 
six  to  strike  out  "  twenty"  an<l  insert  "  thirty" 
in  its  [ilace,  so  as  to  make  the  license  thirty  dol- 
lars. 1  do  it  for  this  reason:  there  is  no  busiin^ss 
in  the  country  which  is  half  as  profitable  as  this 
business  of  selling  liquors  bj'  letail.  Neither, 
upon  the  other  hand,  is  there  any  business  wliiOh 
is  so  useless  in  the  country.  I  tliink  that  thirty 
dollars  license  is  little  enough  for  those  engaged 
in  that  description  of  business.  Throughout  the 
country,  in  the  little  towns  and  villages,  these 
men  who  keep  little  taverns  and  sell  liquors  at 
retail  are  making  large  profits  and  large  incomes 
I  know  of  no  business  in  the  country  on  which 
the  profits  arc  so  large  in  proportion  to  the  capi- 
tal invested.  I  think  thirty  dollars  is  an  amount 
small  enough  for  these  men  to  pay  for  their  li- 
censes. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  move  to  amend  the  same 
paragraph,  so  as  to  make  the  license  twenty-five 
dollars  instead  of  twenty  dollars.  Now,  sir,  it  is 
proposed  that  he  who  may  sell  $25,000  worth  of 
liquors  at  retail  shall  pay  a  license  of  twenty  dol- 
lars. It  is  well  known  that  these  men  make  two 
or  three  hundred  per  cent,  upon  their  sales. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  If  the  gentleman  will  not 
make  a  speech  upon  his  amendment  I  will  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Very  well ;  I  will  make  no 
speech. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRKSIDENT. 

The  committee  here  informally  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  a  messaue  was 
received  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  NicoLAT,  his  Private  Secretary,  notifying 
the  House  that  he  had  approved  and  sigiud  billcj 
and  a  joint  resolution  of  the  following  titles: 

Anact(H.  R. No. 301)  to  amend  anactforen- 
rolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  so  as 
to  increase  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  the 
Provost  Marshal  General; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  287)  to  change  the  name  of 
the  district  and  port  of  Presque  Isle  to  the  dis- 
trict and  port  of  Erie; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  303)  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade 
of  line  officers  of  the  United  Slates  Navy,"  ap- 
proved July  16,  1862;  and 

Joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  65)  directing  the 
committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  to  examine 
into  the  recent  attack  on  Fort  Pillow. 

The  committee  then  resumed  its  session,  and 
proceeded  again  to  the  consideration  of  the 

INTERNAL  REVENUE  BIIJ,. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Grinnell's 
amendment. 

The  committee  divided;  and  there  were — ayea 
30,  noes  42. 

Mr.  HUBBA,RD,  of  Iowa,  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messr.s.  Steele  of 
New  Jersey,  and  Grinnell,  were  appointed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  the  tellers  hav- 
ing reported — ayes  58,  noes  42. 

The  amendment  «f  Mr  MotiniLL  was  therj 
adopted. 
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The  Cloilc  icud,  us  follows: 

;>.  Lnitcry  liokPt  (i<;rilLTS  shall  piiy  .«100  for  each  lici.'iini-. 
Evi;rv  puixm,  a.-sociatiDli,  liiui.  or  cnrpDraiiDii,  who  shrill 
iiialu',  >i-ll.  or  iili'.T  to  seU'loitrn  tk-k.ls,  or  fraclioiial  parts 
ihrri'Di,  or  aiiv  l')licii,ci'rt,ficaii',  orilcvici',  rejirfsi'iuiiiiior 
iiiti'ixh'cl  t'l  ri'pr(!s<'iu  a  lottiTv  lickel,  or  any  Cractioiial  part 
tlifri!Ol.  or  any  policy  oC  numbers  in  any  lottery,  or  sliall 
tiiiinam;  any  liiturv,  or  prepare  solieiiiPs  of  lotteries,  or  su- 
perinrend  the  ilrawins:  oiany  lottery,  shall  he  deeineil  a  lot- 
tery ticket  dealer  under  this  act. 

"  Mr.  PRUYN.  I  tnoveto  stiike  that  out.  We 
oiiirlit  not,  I  tliiiik,  ill  any  way  to  rt'cognize  the 
It'giility  of  lotteries. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  If  the  geiiUcman  will  read 
the  law  lio  will  find  liiat  we  do  not  recognize  lot- 
tcrif's,  but  we  [iropose  to  tax  them  where  they  are 
rcco;j;nizcd  to  be  h'gal. 

Tiie  amcniiineiit  whs  dLsagreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa,  inoved  to  increase 
it  from  $100  to  §150. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  We  have  tried  these  excess- 
ive iiixts  without  getting  any  receipts,  and  we 
now  propose  to  get  some  revenue. 

T!io  uinendmenl  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Cleric  read,  as  follows: 
.  6.  Horse-dealers  shall  pay  for  each  license  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars.  Any  person  whoso  business  it  is  to  buy  and  sell 
liorses  or  mules  shall  be  regarded  as  a  horse  dealer  under 
this  act:  Provided,  That  one  license  having  been  paid,  no 
additional  license  shall  be  required  of  any  horse  dealer 
who  keeps  a  livi'ry  slable,  nor  of  any  livery  stable  keeper 
who  may  also  be  a  horsc-diNiler. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  to  strike  out  "and" 
and  insert  "  or." 

Tl-.e  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  we  shall  have  leave  to  go  back  and  make  the 
aineiidmcntsiii^gesied  by  thegeiuleiTian  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Pruvn]  in  reference  to  the  sanitary 
cornmi-ssion. 
■  There  was  no  olijection,  and  leave  was  granted. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

8.  Brokers  using  or  employing  a  capital  not  exceeding 
the  sum  (if  ••^oOjOUO,  shall  pay  fifty  dollars  for  each  license. 
&'ery  person,  (irm,  or  company,  except  such  as  hold  a  li- 
cense as  a  hanker,  whose  business  it  is  to  purchase  or  sell 
stocks,  exchange,  bullion,  coined  money,  bank  notes,  prom- 
issory notes,  or  other  securities  for  others,  and  shall  make 
oslth  or  afTirmation,  according  to  the  form  to  be  prescribed 
by  the  (Joinmissioner  of  Interval  Reveinie,  that  all  their 
iraii.^actions  arc  made  lor  a  couunission,  shall  he  r<'garded 
as  a  broker  under  this  act:  Provided,  Tiiat  any  person  hold- 
ing a  license  as  a  hanker  shall  not  he  required  to  lake  out 
a  license  as  a  broker. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  iirtove  to  strike  out  "not 
exceeding  the  sum  of  ^iSO.OOO."  Mr.  Chairman, 
we  found  that  the  idea  of  taxing  broker.-?  doing 
business  for  others  on  the  amount  of  capital  em- 
ployed was  impracticable,  and  v/e  tax  the  busi- 
ness a  certain  percentage. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "  others"  the  words  "  shall  be  regarded  as 
a  brok-cr  under  this  act, "and  strike  out  the  words 
where  they  afterwards  occur. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  move  to  insert  before 
tlic  word  "others"  the  words  "  themselves  or." 
Those  words  are  contained  in  the  existing  law; 
and  in  the  application  of  the  existing  law  we 
found  this  to  be  the  fact:  there  are  many  persons  in 
this  country  having  large  capital  who  are  engaged 
in  buying  and  selling  securities  on  their  own  ac- 
count. By  the  construction  of  the  law  we  made 
ilioae  persons  take  out  a  license  as  brokers  and 
contribute  in  a  little  degree  to  the  revenues  of  the 
Government.  They  are  men  generally  who  do 
not  pay  a  greotdeal.  I  think  that  they  ought  not 
to  be  exempted,  but  that  they  ought  to  be  made  to 
pay  n  liccnae  lax. 

Mr  MORRILL.  1  beg  to  say  in  response  to 
ihe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  that  the  class 
lo  which  he  lias  alluded  are  provided  for  under 
the  he-ad  of  bankers.  If  they  (lo  that  kind  of  busi- 
ness they  will  have  to  pay  double  the  amount  they 
will  have  to  pay  as  brokers.  1  hope  that  the 
amendment  will  not  [irt;vail,for  thereby  we  should 
abolish  the  distinction  we  have  made  between 
bankers  and  broI(crs. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  hop^  the  oommiltee 
will  pardon  0ie  for  another  minute.  I  have  ex- 
amined the  provision  in  reguid  to  bankers  as 
amended,  and  my  impression  is  ihat  it  does  not 
cover  this  class  of  men.  They  do  not  open  an 
account  with  anybody.  Tiiey  are  engaged  in  buy- 
ing and  sellin;:  notes,  and  other  kindif  of  piuperty 


represented  Uy  paper;  and  tiiey  have  no  regular 
places  of  business. 

Mr.  S  TEVENS.  I  see  no  objection  to  the 
amiMulmeiii. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  that  he  lins  included 
in  this  class  promissory  note  bankers.  In  New 
York  they  are  mostly  a  class  of  itinerant  orstrict 
brokers  who  have  no  capital  whatever,  and  can 
scarcely  make  a  living.  1  would  like  to  know 
whether  it  is  right  to  include  them  as  bankers, 
and  make  them  fiay  a  tax  of  fifty  dollars. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  pro- 
pose an  amendment.' 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  promissory  note  brokers."  We 
have  in  New  York  a  class  of  brokers  not  referred 
to  in  the  bill,  and  all  would  be  unlicensed  and  un- 
taxed if  the  bill  passes  in  the  form  in  which  it 
now  statids.  We  have  chetnical  brokers,  drug 
brokers,  cotton  brokers,  dry-goods  brokers,  and 
in  short,  twenty  different  kinds  of  brokers,  all 
distinctive,  confining  their  operations  exclusively 
to  one  particular  class  of  goods,  many  of  them 
doing  business  to  the  amount  of  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  a  year,  and  they  would  be  wholly 
exempt.  I  de'sire  that  they  may  be  included,  but 
at  the  same  lime  I  desire  that  tliose  who  scarcely 
get  a  living  shall  not  be  obliged  to  pay  fifty  dol- 
lars, thus  putting  them  on  a  footing  with  bankers 
who  do  a  business  upon  a  capital  of  many  hun- 
dreds of  tliou.sands  of  dollars. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  There  is  so  much  noise  that 
I  could  not  hear  distinctly  what  the  gentleman  said. 
But  if  I  understood  hini  correctly,  1  will  say  thatif 
he  will  propose  an  amendment  including  those 
classes,  1  think  the  committee  will  have  no  objec- 
tion to  it;  but  as  his  amendment  does  not  accom- 
plish that  object,  I  am  opposed  to  it. 
The  atnendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  tenth  paragraph  was  read,  as  follows: 

10.  Ijand-warrant  brokers  shall  pay  twenty-five  dollars 
for  each  license.  Any  person  shall  be  regarded  as  a  land- 
warrant  broker  within  the  meaning  of  this  act  who  luakes 
a  business  of  buying  and  selling  land- warrants,  and  of  fur- 
nishing them  to  settlers  or  other  persons  under  contracts 
to  have  liens  upon  the  land  procured  by  means  of  them  ac- 
cording to  the  value  agreed  on_tbr  the  warrants  at  the  time 
they  are  furnished. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  "  and  of"  after  the  word  "  war- 
rants" where  it  first  occurs,  and  insert  the  word 
"or." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  all  at'ter  the  word  "  persons." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  eleventh  paragraph  was  read,  as  follows: 

11 .  (/Sttle  brokers  shall  i>ay  for  each  license  the  sum  often 
dollars.  Any  person  whose  business  it  is  to  buy  and  sell 
and  deal  in  cattle,  hogs,  or  sheep,  shall  be  considered  as  a 
cattle  broker. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  the  words  "  catile  broker"  the  words 
"  whose  annual  sales  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
"JipjOOO." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "  dollars"  the  words  "  and  if  exceeding  the 
sum  of  $10,000,  one  dollar  for  each  additional 
$1,000." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  and"  wherever  it  pccursin  the  paragraph, 
and  insert  "  or"  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  twelfth  f)aragraph  was  read,  as  follows: 

12.  I'roducc  brokers  shall  pay  ten  dollars  for  each  llcen.se. 
Every  person,  other  than  one  holding  a  license  as  a  broker, 
whosi;  occupation  it  is  lo  buy  or  sell  agricultural  or  (arni 
products  shall  bo  regarded  as  a  produce  broker  under  this 
act:  Provided,  That  any  produce  broker  whftse  aiinuni 
sales  or  purcha.sea  exceed  thesumof  ^'JS.OOO  shall  pay  fifty 
dollars  for  each  license. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "  brokers"  the  words  "  whose 
annual  sales  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  mnend  by  insert- 
ing before  the  word  "  broK'er,"  where  it  first  oc- 
cniSj  tin;  worths  "  vvliolesalc  or  retail  di;aler  or." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

.Mr.  MORRILL.    I  n^ove,  lo  ametiJ  hy  insirt- 


ing  after  the  word  "  license,"  where  it  first  occurs, 
the  words  "  and  if  exceeding  the  sum  of  ^10,000, 
one  dollar  for  each  additional  $1,000. 

The  amendiTient  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  tire  proviso  of  the  paragraph. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Before  we  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  next  paragraph,  I  would  inquire 
of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  if  he  has  not 
forgotten  a  section  wliich  was  agreed  upon  by  the 
committee  in  reference  to  commercial  brokers.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Yes,  sir;  1  tnove  to  amend 
by  inserting  as  a  new  paragraph  after  the  one 
last  read  the  following: 

Commercial  brokers,  whose  annual  sales  do  not  exceed 
JJSj.OUO,  shall  pay  twenty  dollars  for  eacli  license;  and 
if  exceeding  the  sum  of  .^-ii.OOU,  one  dollar  for  each 
ailditional  §1,000.  Any  person  or  firm  except  one  holding 
ii  license  as  wholesale  dealer  whose  business  it  is, as  the 
agent  of  others,  to  purchase  or  sell  goods,  or  seek  orders 
therefor  as  in  original  or  unbroken  packages,  or  to  manage 
business  matters  for  the  owners  of  vessels  or  for  sbippeTS 
or  consigners  of  freight  carried  by  vessels,  shall  be  re- 
garded a  commercial  broker  under  this  act. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  movctoamend 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
so  as  to  include  all  the  various  classes  of  hrokers 
not  specially  designated.  We  have  in  the  city 
of  New  York  brokers  in  chemicals,  drugs,  China 
and  India  goods,  cotton,  dry  goods,  dye-situfis, 
fruits  and  spices,  general  merchandise,  hides  and 
leather,  loan,  metal,  oil,  ship,  silk,  sugar,  tea, 
tobacco,  wine,  woods,  and  wool.  All  these  are 
distinctive  classes  of  brokers,  and  should  fall 
within  the  license.  1  would  therefore  suggest 
that  the  amendtnent  be  amended  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "  merchandise"  the  words  "  or  other 
brokers." 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  he  add  "  and  not  otherwise  provided 
for  under  this  act." 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  will  accept  that 
modification.     That  would  cover  the  whole  case. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  modify  my  amend- 
ment so  as  to  insert  after  the  word  "goods" 
the  words  "  wares  and  merchandise  not  other- 
wise provided  for  under  this  act." 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  1  think  that  meets 
my  suggestion,  and  I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.'STEVENS.     That  seems  all  right. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  asrreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  now  to  insert  after 
the  words  "shippers  or  consigners"  the  words 
"  or  consignees." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  consequence  of  an  amend- 
ment adopted  yesterday,  it  becomes  necessary  to' 
move  to  insert  after  the  word  "  crude,""  in  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  line,  the  words  "  or 
refined;"  and  to  insert  after  the  word  "crude," 
in  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  line,  the  same 
words;  so  that  the  paragraph  will  read: 

17.  Coal  oil  distillers  shall  pay  for  each  license  the  sum 
of  fifty  dollars.  Any  person,  firm,  or  roi  poration  who  shall 
refine,  produce,  or  distill  crude  or  refined  petroleum  or  rock 
oil,  or  crude  coal  oil,  or  refined  or  crude  oil  made  of  as- 
phaltum,  shale,  peat,  or  other  bituminous  substances,  shall 
be  regarded  a  coal  oil  distiller  uiide'r  this  act. 

I  offer  that  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  now  to  insert  in  line 
one  hundred  and  fifty-.seven,  after  the  Avord  "sub- 
stances," the  words  "  or  who  shall  manufacture 
coal  illuminating  oil." 

The  amendment  was  agi-eed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  on  [uige 
87,  lines  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  atid  one 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  on  page  b8,  lines 
one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  and  one  luindi-ed 
and  seventy-nine,  down  to  and  including  the  word 
"  act,"  as  follows: 

All  steamers  and  vessels  upon  waters  of  the  I'nited  States 
on  board  of  which  pa.ssengersor  travelers  are  provided  with 
food  or  lodging  shall  be  reipiired  to  take  out  a  license  of 
the  filth  class,  as  aforesaid,  under  this  act. 

And  to  insert  after  the  word  "  |)rovided,"  in 
line  one  hundred  and  eighty-three,  the  following: 

All  slcauiers  and  vessels  upon  the  waters  of  the  United 
States  on  board  of  which  passengers  or  travelers  ar<'  pro- 
vided with  food  or  lodging  shall  he  sul)ject  to  and  required 
to  pay  iweniy-five  dollars  (or  each  Ucense. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  lo. 
Mr.  MORRILL.     I  now  move  lo  sinke  out 
ill  lines  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  and  oite 
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liundred  and  seventy-five  the  words,  "  without 
further  tax  or  license."  Tiie  language  is  a  little 
ambiguous,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  it  would  pre- 
vent the  States  from  imposing  taxes  for  the  same 
purpose,  which  we  do  not  want  to  do. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  1  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment so  as  to  strike  out  the  whole  clause,  as  fol- 
lows: 

And  such  licoiise  In  any  State  sliall  authorizn  tlie  fur- 
nishing or  sale  of  such  articles  to  travelers  orsojouruRrs  as 
any  license  granted  for  such  business  by  said  State  shall 
authorize,  without  further  tax  or  license,  and  the  same  pro- 
vision shall  apply  to  eating-houses. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  that  he  move  to  insert  in  lieu  of  the 
words  which  he  proposes  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  exempt  the  keepers  of  liotcls,  taverns,  and  eating- 
houses  In  vvliicli  liquors  are  sold  by  retail  to  be  drank  upon 
tlie  premises  from  taking  out  a  license  for  such  sale,  for 
which  license  they  shall  pay  a  tax  of  twenty-five  dollars. 

Mr.  HOLM-AN.  I  supposed  that  my  motion 
, to  strikeout  would  accomplish  the  same  purpose. 
I  see,  however,  that  the  raodificatioq  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  ac- 
complish it  more  effectutilly,  and  therefore  I  ac- 
ceptit. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  hope  the  House  will  under- 
stand the  effect  of  the  amendment  I  liave  pro- 
posed. I  think  it  an  important  one.  Tlie  sec- 
tion as  it  stands  proposes  to  alter  that  feature  of 
the  old  law  wliich  required  a  tavern-keeper  to  take 
out  a  liquor  license  if  he  wanted  to  sell  liquors, 

Tlie  section,  as  it  stands,  imposes  a  tax  on  tav- 
ern-keepers and  on  the  keepers  of  hotels.  A  sub- 
sequent section  imposes  a  tax  on  the  keepers  of 
eating-houses.  But  the  tax  on  eating-houses  is 
only  ten  dollars.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
retain  the  feature  of  the  old  bill  which  requires  all 
hotel-keepers,  tavern-keepers,  and  eating-house 
keepers,  who  retail  spirits,  to  take  out,  in  addition 
to  the  license  required  for  their  business,  a  special 
license  to  enable  them  to  sell  liquors.  I  do  not 
think  that  we  should  lose  the  large  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  these  licenses  to  retail  liquors.  I 
know  of  no  reason  why  v/e  should  submit  to  this 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  or  why  the  old  law  in 
that  respect  should  be  changed.  It  is  a  tax  wliich, 
I  believe,  the  community  generally  would  be  very 
well  pleased  with.  It  is  one  that  is  not  unjust  in 
itself,  and  it  will  produce  a  large  amount  of  rev- 
enue. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  old  law 
is  not  changed.  It  never  irieimt  that  a  tavern- 
keeper  should  take  out  two  licenses.  I  know  that 
it  was  construed  at  tlie  Department  that  it  did. 

Mr.  THAYER.  1  ask  whether,  under  the  con- 
struction given  to  the  former  law,  it  is  not  the 
uniform  custom  of  collectors  to  require  tavern- 
keepers  and  hotel-keepers  to  take  out  special 
liquor  licenses  ? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  know  it  was  so  held;  but 
in  my  partof  the  country  I  gave  the  opinion,  and 
the  first  lawyers  there  concurred  in  it,  that  it  was 
a  false  construction;  and  the  tAvern-keepers  did 
not  take  out  this  license.  At  the  second  session 
of  that  Congress  the  House  expressly  construed 
that  law  so  as  to  say  that  it  required  for  a  tavern 
but  a  single  license.  Jn  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence we  tliought  we  had  made  it  plain.  The 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate said  that  it  v/as  so  plain  that  nobody  could 
misunderstand  it.  And  yet  the  Departmentcon- 
tinued  to  iTiisuiulerstand  it.  We  now  merely  do 
in  this  bill  what  Congress  intended  to  do  at  the 
start;  that  is,  we  have  put  a  heavy  license  on 
tavern-keepers.  Bat  when  we  license  (hern  as 
tavern-keepers  we  authorize  them  to  do  all  that 
n  tavern-keeper,  in  that  name,  is  allowed  to  do  in 
the  State.  Anything  that  a  State  license  aulhor- 
izus  a  tavern-keeper  to  do  we  authorize  him  to  do, 
and  nothing  more.  It  was  a  great  bone  of  con- 
tention in  our  Slate,  and  a  very  great  grievance. 
A  man  keeping  a  small  tavern  was  required  to 
lakcouttwo  licenses.  They  did  notdo  so.  There 
is  now  one  suit  pending  to  determine  the  question, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  what  the  decision  of  the  court 
will  be.  It  never  was  the  law  thata  man  to  keep 
u  tavern  should  take  out  three  or  four  licenses: 
one  for  kecfiing  a  tavern,  atiother  for  soiling 
liquors,  another  for  selling  cigars,  and  so  on.  ]i 
was  an  absurdity  at  the  first.  We  hoped  wc  had 
made  it  so  plain  now  that  nobody  could  misun- 
Uereiand  it.     We  hftvo  increased  the  license  on 


taverns  to  an  enormous  extent.  The  small  tav- 
erns that  sell  nothing  but  liquor,  that  never  ac- 
commodate a  traveler,  unless  he  be  some  poor 
Irish  or  German  immigrant  who  is  content  to 
sleep  on  the  floor,  pays  ten  dollars  for  a  license; 
and  it  goes  on  increasing, according  to  the  rental, 
till  a  house  in  Philadelphia  will  have  to  pay  ^3,000 
for  a  license,  and  tavern-keepers  in  the  country 
will  have  to  pay  in  the  same  proportion.  A  rep- 
utable tavern  will  seldom  fall  short  of  $1,000  li- 
cense. And  yet  it  seems  there  is  some  chronic 
spite  against  liquor  that  induces  men  to  "  run  a 
muck"  against  it  every  time  they  find  an  oppor- 
tunity. 1  hope  that  the  amendment  of  my  col- 
league will  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRANK.  1  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  fifty  cents  to  the  license.  This 
question  of  licenses  of  hotels,  inns,  and  taverns, 
has  been  before  Congress  several  times,  and  has 
cai4sed  much  misunderstanding  and  diflference  of 
opinion. 

Tlie  amendrncnt  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Thayer]  v;ill  make  the  law  so 
clear  and  plain  that  every  person,  here  and  else- 
where, will  now  understand  it  distiiictly,  and 
there  will  be  no  cause  for  further  decisions  on  the 
partof  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  or 
necessity  of  appealing  to  courts. 

Under  this  section,  as  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, a  hotel  or  tavern  pays  but  ten  dollars  where 
the  rental  is  a  less  sum  than  two  hundred  dollars. 
It  is  now  proposed  tliat  parties  should  pay  an  ad- 
ditional sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  as  license  for 
selling  spirituous  liquors.  They  can  well  afiford 
to  pay  that  amount,  working  no  injustice  to  any 
one,  ^s  we  all  know  that  the  profit  arising  from 
such  business  is  always  large,  and  in  many  cases 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  will  be  merely 
nothing  for  such  dealers  to  pay. 

Besides,  sir,  this  is  an  important  item  of  reve- 
nue to  the  Government,  and  if  I  am  correctly  in- 
formed the  Internal  Revenue  department  has  re- 
ceived nearly  or  quite  one  million  dollars  from 
retail  dealers  in  liquors  under  the  decision  of  the 
Commissioner. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Not  all  from  taverns.  That 
Item  includes  all  who  sell  liquor  at  retail. 

Mr. FRANK.  Thatisirue;  butalargeamount 
comes  from  that  source.  I  concur  fully  with  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
that  we  should  now  understand  this  question,  and 
I  think  we  do  understand  it  by  this  time.  Let 
us  pass  the  amendment  as  ofi'ered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Thayer,]  and 
there  will  be  no  further  trouble. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  renew  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  saying  a  word  or  two  in  reply  to  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Stevens.]  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  ambiguity  has  existed  in  the  provision  of  the 
law,  as  it  now  stands,  it  certainly  was  not  the 
fault  of  Congress.  Whatever  views  my  colleague 
may  have  entertained  upon  that  subject,  I  am 
very  certain  that  the  uniform  opinion  in  regard 
to  it,  not  only  of  the  ofiicers  of  Government,  but 
among  the  people  generally,  was  expressed  in 
the  construction  which  I  have  already  said  be- 
longed to  it.  And  that  construction  was  enforced, 
and  the  money  was  collected  on  the  strength  of  it 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury.  I  know  that  in  my 
own  district  near  four  thousand  dollars  was  col- 
lected, which  went  into  the  general  Treasury  of 
the  Government  on  this  description  of  tavern 
licenses. 

Now,  sir,  my  colleague  remarked  that  the  law 
did  not  mean  that  tavern-keepers  should  pay  these 
extra  licenses.  I  say  to  him  that  the  language  of 
that  law,  as  it  was  passed,  gave  an  impression  to 
the  people  that  these  licenses  were  to  be  exacted, 
and  they  acquiesced  in  that  construction  of  the 
law.  I  say  that  the  officials  of  the  Government 
put  that  coristruction  u|)on  it — that  they  collected 
the  tax  upon  that  construction, and  nobody  com- 
plained of  it. 

I  have  the  right,  therefore,  to  say  that  this  new 
proposition  refused  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  makes  a  substantial  change  in  the 
law,  as  it  was  understood  by  the  people,  and  as 
it  was  understood  by  every  functionary  who  ex- 
ecuted its  provisions. 

But,  sir,  if  the  language  of  the  law  did  not 
warrant  the  cotistruction  which  was  given  to  it, 


I  am  in  favor  of  making  the  present  law  so  plain 
thett  there  can  hereafter  be  no  doubt  in  regard  to 
it.  I  believe  that  it  is  just,  that  it  is  expedient 
and  politic  for  tavern-keepers,  keepers  of  eating- 
houses,  and  that  descrifUion  of  people,  to  be  re- 
quired to  pay  a  special  license  for  the  privilege  of 
retailing  liquor,  and  that  that  license  should  be 
independent  of  the  general  license  for  carrying 
on  business.  I  believe,  as  I  say,  that  tavern- 
keepers  ought  to  be  heavily  taxed  by  this  bill, 
more  heavily  than  is  provided  for  in  the  section 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

I  admit  that  a  heavy  tax  is  imposed  upon  the 
large  hotel  keepers;  but,  sir,  that  class  of  tavern- 
keepers  who  are  the  least  benefit  to  the  commu- 
nity— I  mean  the  people  who,  under  the  guise  of 
keeping  taverns,  keep  nothing  but  groggeries, 
nurseries  of  vice  and  crime — ought  not  to  be  al- 
lov^ed  to  escape  by  paying  the  mere  paltry  tax  of 
ten  dollars  which  is  assessed  by  this  bill  in  the 
shape  of  a  license.  I  am  opposed  to  any  bill 
which  will  let  that  sort  of  people  oflf  with  such  a 
paltry  tax  as  that.  Every  man  who  wants  to 
sell  liquor  under  this  bill  has  only  to  take  out  a 
license  foran  eating-house,  for  which  he  will  have 
to  pay  ten  dollars,  and  then  he  may  sell  thou- 
sands of  dollars'  worth  of  liquors. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Eating-houses  are  not  au- 
thorized to  sell  ardent  spirits. 

Mr.  THAYER.  The  present  bill  contemplates 
that  thing.  It  is  said  that  the  same  provision 
shall  apply  to  eating-houses.  They  will  only 
have  to  pciy  a  tax  often  dollars  for  keeping  eat- 
ing-houses. Now,  if  the  House  is  willing  to 
license  that  class  of  people  to  do  this  business  at 
this  paltry  sum  itcan  do  so,  but  not  with  my  vote. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  Mr.  Chairman,  1  am  op- 
posed to  the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  exhausted  on 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  THAYER,  by  unanimous  consent,  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  move  to  add  fifty  cents. 
I  think  it  due  to  myself  that  I  should  make  a  re- 
ply to  the  observations  of  the  chairman  of  (he  ' 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Stevens.] 
I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to  the  provisions 
of  the  law.  I  believe  that  the  construction  of  the 
Department  was  consistent  with  the  law  and  the 
interests  of  the  country;  and  if  I  did  not  know 
that  the  gentleman  frotn  Pennsylvania  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  provision  concerning  hotels  in 
the  original  act  and  the  amendment  of  March  3, 
1863,  and  I  understand  that  he  is  also  the  author 
of  the  provision  now  pending,  I  should  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
last  Congress  that  the  interpretation  of  the  De- 
partment should  be  the  law  of  the  land.  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  sixty-first 
section  of  the  revenue  act: 

"  Sec.  61.  ^ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case 
where  more  than  one  of  the  pursuits,  einployineiils,  or  oc- 
cupations licreFnafter  described  shall  be  pursued  or  car 
ried  on  iij  the  same  place  by  the  same  pe.rson  at  the  same 
time,  except  as  therein  mentioned,  license  must  be  taken 
out  for  each  according  to  the  rates  severally  prescribed." 

Hotel-keepers  in  the  Slate  of  Pemisylvauia, 
and  especially  in  the  district  represejued  by  the 
gentleman  the  chairman  of  the  Conimitiee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  do  both  kinds  of  business  at 
the  same  time  and  in  the  same  place,  and  they 
were  required  to  pay  license  as  provided  in  the 
sixty-first  section.  I  submit  that  the  right  to  sell 
liquor  is  not  comprehended  under  the  definition 
of  hotel  in  the  revenue  act;  and  although  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
says  that  it  could  never  be  presumed  that  it  did 
not  authorize  the  sale  of  liquor,  I  submit  that 
the  language  of  the  existing  law  and  the  pending 
bill  warrant  the  construction  adopted  by  the  De- 
partment.    The  definition  of  a  hotel  is  this; 

"Every  place  where  food  and  lodging  are  provided  for 
and  furnished  to  travelers  and  sojourners,  in  view  of  pay- 
ment therefor,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  hotel,  inn,  or  tavern 
under  this  act." 

The  great  offense  of  the  Department  was  that 
they  could  not  comprehend  that  liquors  were 
either  food  or  lodging.  [Laughter.]  Jnaaniuch 
as  liquors  were  not  food  or  lodging,  the  Com- 
missioner of  Internal  Revenue  decided  that  the 
hotel-keeper  who  sold  liquor  should  pay  a  license 
Q3  a  liquor  dealer. 
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1  call  attention  also  to  the  provision  concerning 
eating-house  keepers.  What  is  the  definition  of 
an  eating-house  in  tlie  existing  law? 

"  Every  plaoo  where  food  orrefresliiiieiits  of  any  kind  arc 
provided  for  casual  visitors  and  sold  forconsnniption  there- 
in shall  be  regarded  as  an  eating-house  under  this  act." 

Now,  while  wecoultl  not  comprehend  that  liquor 
was  food  or  lodging,  yet  we  could  understand  that 
sometimes  liquor  was  regarded  as  "refresh- 
ments." Straining  the  law,  however,  we  decided 
that  eating-house  kee[)ers  should  not  sell  liquor 
without  a  license  therefor. 

We  did  not  propose  that  the  keeper  of  an  eat- 
ing-house should  be  allowed  to  sell  ^50,000  or 
$100,000  worth  of  liquor  and  only  pay  the  paltry 
tux  often  dollars.  I  think  the  Department  was 
justified  by  the  language  of  the  law. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.]    . 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  gentleman  must  know 
that  after  the  construction  given  to  the  first  law 
he  brought  in  an  amendment  here,  and  argued  it 
upon  the  same  ground  9pon  which  I  am  arguing 
it  now,  and  this  House,  by  a  large  majority,  con- 
strued the  law  as  I  contended  for.  It  went  to  the 
Senate,  and  in  a  committee  of  conference 

Mr.  FRANK.  I  wish  tocorrect  the  gentleman. 
The  House  decided  by  a  majority  otherwise. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  the  House  decided 
errotieously.  When  it  went  to  a  conference  com- 
mittee and  was  reported  back  to  this  House  the 
House  sustained  the  report  by  a  very  large  ma- 
jority, and 

Mr.  FRANK.  Allow  me  one  word  more.  A 
clause  was  adopted  by  that  committee,  but  was 
misunderstood  by  the  House  when  it  came  be- 
fore us. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Oh  no,  sir,  it  was  not  mis- 
understood by  anybody.  I  do  not  say  but  that 
one  of  the  Senators  from  Maine  when  it  was  fixed 
said,  "Now  nobody  but  a  fool  will  understand 
this  is  to  be  construed  as  a  license."  But  he  was 
mistaken;  some  very  wise  men  misunderstood  it 
immediately  at'ter wards. 

Mr.  BOUT  WELL.  This  act  went  into  effect 
on  the  3d  of  March,  and  the  first  Commissioner  of 
Internal  Revenue  resigned  his  place  on  that  day. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  do  not  refer  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts.  1  think  he  was  a  wise 
man.  What  we  contended  for  was  that  we  were 
not  defining  what  was  a  tavern-keeper  except 
where  I  he  laws  of  the  State  did  not  define  it.  lu 
many  States  a  tavern-keeper  who  keeps  for  in- 
stance a  temperance  house,  had  to  take  out  no 
license.  We  added  that  to  the  descriptions  which 
the  State  laws  made;  but  we  did  not  undertake 
to  say  that  a  State  should  not  define  what  was  a 
tavern-keeper.  Where  the  laws  of  a  State  de- 
fined a  tavern-keeper  and  gave  hmi  a  license  for 
the  purpose  of  transacting  the  business,  we  took 
the  description  of  the  business  as  the  State  law 
made  it,  and  we  put  a  license  upon  just  the  busi- 
ness wliich  the  State  authorized.  A  tavern-keeper 
in  Pennsylvania  is  authorized  to  sell  liquor  by 
the  Stale  law  to  be  drank  on  the  premises,  and 
yet  the  license  law  for  retailing — under  which  my 
colleague  thinks  they  ought  to  take  dfut  a  license — 
expressly  provides  that  they  shall  not  Bell  any 
liquors  to  be  drank  upon  the  premises.  Most 
ab.surd  construction. 

I  know  there  was  a  meeting  held  in  Berks  and 
Lancaster  counties,  and  lawyers  were  cm[)loyed 
to  contest  this  construction,  and  the  law  never 
was  enforced.  1  have  no  iloubt,  as  my  friend 
says,  it  was  in  his  district.  In  his  country  it 
does  not  make  as  much  difference  as  it  does  in 
mine.  In  the  counties  of  Lancaster  and  York  we 
have  small  tavern-keepers  whose  rental  does  not 
exceed  jj]00.  That  class  of  houses  is  necessary 
in  many  parts  of  the  country.  Emigrants,  low 
men,  stragglers,  men  with  lice  upon  them,  cannot 
find  accommodations  in  the  hotel  of  my  friend, 
the  Continental. 

[Hi're  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Debate  is  getting  interesting; 
but  1  move  that  the  committee  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  terminating  debate. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  conitnittce  rose;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illi- 
noir,  reporieil  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  aci;oiding  to  order, 
had  the  state  of  the  Union  ginerally  under  con- 
(iidiration,  and  particulai  ly  the  internal  revenue 
bill,  and  had  come  lo  no  conclusion  thereon. 


Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
shall  again  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  all  debate  upon 
the  pending  paragraph  shall  be  terminated  in  one 
minute. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MKSSAGE  FROM  THE  SEN.\TE. 

A  mesSage  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Forney, 
their  Secretary,  informed  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  passed  an  act  (H.  R.  No.  308)  to  estab- 
lish a  Bureau  of  Military  Justice,  with  amend- 
ments; in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
was  requested. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  passed,  without  amend- 
ment, an  act  (H.  R.  No.  408)  for  the  relief  of  pay- 
masters who  have  been  robbed  by  confederate 
forces  or  rebel  guerrillas. 

INTERNAL  REVENUE  BILL AGAIN. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
on  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accoidingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  internal  revenue 
bill. 

Mr.  FRANK.  I  move  to  amend  by  making 
the  amount  ^26  50.  In  the  city  of  New  York 
alone  there  are  twenty  or  twenty-five  thousand 
retail  dealers  in  spirituous  liquors  who  pay  li- 
cense under  the  present  law.  If  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Thayer]  should  tail  to  pass,  such  parties 
could  place  in  their  buildings  two  or  three  beds 
and  take  out  license  as  itui-kecpers,  paying  but 
ten  dollars,  as  it  will  be  seen  but  ten  dollars  is 
charged  for  liceiise  under  this  section  when  the 
rental  does  not  exceed  §200,  the  Government 
losing  fifteen  dollars  in  every  such  case. 

I  withdraw  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  THAYER.  1  call  for  tellers  on  my  amend- 
ment. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Stevens  and  Mr. 
Beaman  were  appointed. 

'I'he  committee  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  seventy-nine,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  twenty-fourth  paragraph  was  read,  as 
follows: 

24.  Conveyancers  shall  pay  ten  dollars  for  each  license. 
Every  pti>on,  other  than  one  holding  a  license  as  a  lawyer, 
claim  aaent,  banker,  or  insurance  agent,  whose  business 
it  is  10  draw  deeds,  bonds,  mortgages,  wills,  writs,  or  other 
legal  papers,  or  to  examine  titles  to  real  estate,  shall  be 
regarded  a  conveyancir  under  this  act. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  words  "  banker  or  insurance  agent,"  anil 
by  inserting  before  the  words  "  claim  agent"  the 
word  "  or." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.. 

The  twenty-seventh  section  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

27.  Foreign  insurance  agents  shall  pay  fifty  dollars  for 
each  license.  Every  person  who  shall  act  as  agent  of  any 
foreign  fire,  marine,  life,  mutual,  or  other  insurance  com- 
pany or  companies  shall  be  regarded  as  aforeign  insurance 
agent  under  this  act. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "license"  the  words  "and  one 
dollar  for  every  additional  dollar  of  premiums 
received  bysuch  agent." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend,  in  line 
two  hundred  and  fifty,  l)y  insertingafter  the  word 
"  or"  the  words  "  who  shall  manufacture  for  oth- 
ers;" so  that  the  cliiuse  will  read: 

99.  Manufacturers  aiiall  pay  ten  dollars  for  each  license. 
Any  person,  firm,  or  ««rporation  who  shall  manufacture  by 
hand  or  niai-hinery  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or 
who  shall  mannfaelure  lor  others,  exceeding  annually  the 
sum  of .$1,IIUU, shall  be  regarded  a  manufacturer  undcrthis 
act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  1  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gcn- 
tliinan  froin  Vermont,  if  he  will  jicrmit  mo, 
whether  or  tiot  that  i.':!  the  entire  license  imposed 
upon  manufacturers.  This  tax  of  ten  dollars  is 
im|)OHed  upon  (jersons  whose  business  shall  e.\- 
cei.'d  ;j^l,000  annually.  Suppose  the  amount  of 
manulaetiires  hirgily  exceeds  that  —  :^50,U00  or 
jJlOO.OOO — iti  It  understood  ihtit  there  is  to  be  no 


additional  tax  imposed  upon  that  class  of  manu- 
facturers ?  In  other  wurds,  is  the  small  manufac- 
turer of  the  country,  the  maker  of  plows,  &c., 
to  pay  the  same  license  as  the  extensive  firms 
manufacturing  to  the  extent  of  $100,000  a  year 
or  ten  times  that  amount.'  There  ought  to  be 
some  discrimination.  It  is  not  suffiiimit  to  say 
that  the  discrimination  is  in  the  imposition  of 
duties  on  manufactures.  Unless,  then,  some  ex- 
planation can  be  made  in  the  matter,  I  will  move 
to  amend  the  paragra[)h  so  as  to  make  the  license 
proportionate  to  the  amount  of  manufactures. 
That  is  the  principle  we  adopt  in  other  cases. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  had  supposed  tlie  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  understood,  certainly  almost 
every  other  gentleman  must  do  so,  that  this 
license  is  not  imposed  as  a  tax,  b>it  that  iC  is  im- 
posed in  order  to  keep  trade  of  those  men  who 
manufacture,  in  order  to  designate  their  trade  or 
profession.  When  we  come  to  tax  them,  we  tax 
them  on  the  atnount  of  their  manufactures.  That 
makes  it  entirely  equal.  And  when  v;e  come  to 
the  income  tax,  we  tax  a  man  according  to  his 
profits. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  move  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  word  "  license,"  in  line  two  hundied 
and  sixty  nine, down  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph, 
as  follows: 

Providcil,  That  manufacturers  and  producers  of  agricul- 
tural tools  and  implements,  garden  seeds,  stoves,  and  hol- 
low ware,  brooms,  wooden  ware,  and  powder,  delivering 
and  selling  at  wholesale  any  of  said  articles,  by  themselves 
or  their  authorized  agenis,  at  places  other  than  the  place  of 
manufacture,  shall  not  he  required,  lor  any  sale  thus  made, 
to  take  out  any  additional  license  therefor. 

1  shall  insist  on  that  amendment,  unless  some 
reason  can  be  sho'wn  why  these  manufacturers 
should  not  be  required  to  take  out  a  license  as 
well  as  others. 

Now,  I  am  a  rnanufacliirer  myself,  and  I  am 
compelled  to  take  out  what  is  called  a  manufac- 
turer's license.  I  am  a  dealer  also,  but  1  sell  no  ar- 
ticles but  what  I  manufacture.  Why  these  man- 
ufacturers of  hollow  ware,  brooms,  wooden  ware, 
powder,  and  agricultural  implements  should  be 
exempt  from  that  license  1  cannot  for  the  life  of 
me  see.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  will 
explain  the  reasons  why  they  should  l>e  exempted 
from  llie  provisions  of  the  law  which  are  appli- 
cable to  other  parties. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  merely  say  that  there 
are  many  manufacturers  of  plows  who  send  them 
about  the  country  for  sale.  The  Shakers  too,  for 
instance,  send  out  their  brooms  for  sale.  The 
manufacturers  of  brown  earthenware  do  the  same 
thing;  and  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  the  proposition 
as  it  stands  is  a  very  proper  one. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  But  it  applies  also  lo 
the  manufacturers  of  powder,  and  the  exportation 
of  powder  is  prohibited  by  law.  I  am  a  manufcic- 
lurer  of  acids,  and  a  very  large  portion  goes  in 
small  parts  to  the  country  after  paying  three  per 
cent,  on  the  manufaclure. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  manufacturers  of  pow- 
der almost  invariably  send  it  out  by  traveling 
agents  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  The  gentleman  knows 
very  we'l  that  the  export  of  powder  from  this 
country  is  prohibited. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Not  by  any  means. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  call  for  tellers  on  my 
amendment. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

Theamendmenl  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  find  that  I  am  correct  in  my 
criticism  on  line  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  to 
avoid  serious  error  I  ask  consent  of  the  House 
to  go  back  to  that  line.  I  move  to  insert  after 
the  word  "or"  the  words  "who  shall  manufac- 
ture for  others  or." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  move  to  amend  line  two 
hundred  and  fifty-four  by  striking  out  "twenty" 
and  inserting  "thirty;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

yo.  I'eddlers  shall  be  classified  and  rated  a«  follows,  to 
wit:  when  Iravelitig  with  more  than  two  horses,  the  first 
class,  and  shall  pay  thirty  dollars  for  <'aeh  license. 

I  simply  wish  to  say  in  behalf  of  this  amend- 
ment tluit  I  think  a  license  of  twenty  dollars  is 
much  loo  low.  'I'heae  peddlers  carry  the  highest 
priced  goods.  I  am  informed  that  a  man  who 
curries  his  goods  on  his  back  will  malce  from  three 
to  live  thou.taiui  dollars  a  year,  selling  costly  silks 
and  things  of  that  kind.    1  am  therefore  in  favor 
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making  the  license  thirty  dollars  instead  of  twenty 
dollars. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUT  WELL.  I  offer  the  following  pro- 
viso, to  come  in  at  tlie  end  of  line  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five: 

Provided  fmiher,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  proviso 
simll  be  construed  to  antliorize  tliosale  of  wine,  spirits,  or 
malt  liquors. 

I  will  merely  say  that  we  have  had  trouble 
under  this  provision  about  the  sale  of  spirituous 
liquors. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  move  to 
amend  the  paragraph  ia  n^gard  to  peddlers  by 
increasing  the  tax  on  the  fourth  class  from  five 
dollars  to  ten  dollars;  and  I  will  also  move  to  in- 
crease the  tax  proportionately  on  the  other  classes. 

The  country  is  swarming  with  these  peddlers, 
who  pay  no  runt  or  taxes,  although  some  of  them 
are  worth  from  five  to  ten  thousand  dollars.  I 
am  in  favor  of  charging  them  high  licenses. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  oppose  the  amendment. 
Peddlers  are  a  very  poor  class  of  men  who  travel 
round  the  country  trying  to  make  a  living. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  This  matter  was  not  fully  con- 
sidered by  the  Cnmniittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
I  believe  it  would  be  wise  to  increase  all  lliese  li- 
censes from  five  dollais  to  ten  dollars,  from  ten 
dollars  to  twenty  dollais,  from  fifteen  dollars  to 
twenty-five  dollars,  and  from  twenty  dollars  to 
fifty  dollars.     I  suggest  that  amend»nent. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  1  accept  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  that 
would  be  exceedingly  unfair  and  unjust.  The 
States  and  counties  all  impose  a  tax  on  this  un- 
fortunate class  of  peofile.  I  think  it  monstrous 
thus  to  tax  a  poor  pedestrian,  perhapsa  wounded 
soldier,  striving  tu  earn  a  scanty  living  in  this 
way. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Kellogg's  amend- 
ment as  modified, Mr.  Holman called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Kellogg  of 
Michigan,  and  Mr.  Holman,  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  sixty-thi'ee,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  amend 
the  same  paragraph  by  increasing  the  license  of 
twenty-five  dollars  to  fifty  dollars  on  peddlers  of 
jewelry. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  paragraph,  as  amended  by  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  KELLOGGjOf  Michigan,  and  Mr.  Hubbard, 
of  Iowa,  reads  as  follows: 

30.  Peddlers  shall  be  ciassified  and  rated  as  follows,  to 
wit:  wheji  traveling  with  more  than  two  horses,  the  first 
class,  and  shall  pay  fifty  dollars  for  each  license;  when 
traveling  with  two  horses,  tlie  second  class,  and  shall  pay 
tweiUy  five  dollars  for  each  license;  when  traveling  with 
one  horse,  the  third  class,  and  shall  pay  twenty  dollars  for 
each  license;  wlien  traveling  on  foot,  the  fourth  class,  and 
shall  pay  ten  dollars  for  each  license.  Any  person,  except 
persons  peddling  newspapers,  Bibles,  or  religious  tracts, 
who  sells  or  offers  to  sell,  at  retail,  goods,  wares,  or  other 
commodities,  traveling  Irom  place  to  place,  in  the  street  or 
through  different  parts  of  the  country,  shall  be  regarded  a 
peddler  under  this  act:  Provideil,  That  any  peddler  who 
sells,  or  offi'rs  to  sell,  dry-goods,  foreign  and  domestic,  by 
one  or  more  original  packages  or  pieces  at  one  time,  to  the 
same  person  or  persons,  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  fifty  dollars 
for  each  licence.  And  any  person  who  peddles  jewelry  shall 
pay  fifty  dollars  for  each  license. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  move  to 
amend  the  thirty-first  paragraph  by  increasing 
the  license  on  apothecaries  from  ten  dollars  to 
twenty  dollars. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  that  par- 
agraph by  adding  to  it  the  following  proviso: 

If  or  shall  apothecaries  who  have  taken  out  a  license  as 
such  be  required  to  take  out  a  license  as  retail  dealers  in 
liquors,  in  consequence  of  selling  alcohol. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  hope  that 
amendment  will  not  be  agreed  to.  The  profits 
of  the  business  of  an  apothecary  aie  very  large. 
The  profits  on  the  compounding  of  medicines  are 
two  to  three  hundred  per  cent.,  and  if  anybody 
can  afford  to  pay  licenses  then  apothecaries  can. 
They  can  afford  it  much  better  than  the  liquor 
dealers  can.  This  proviso  allows  them  to  sell 
liquors,  and  as  they  have  a  reputation  for  selling 
pure  liquors  they  are  able  to  charge  high  prices 
for  them.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  be 
adopted. 


Mr.  BEAM  AN.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  the  words  "  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected . 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Morrill's 
amendment;   and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  paragraph 
thirty-three  by  striking  out  the  words  "  and  paid 
not  less  than  ten  dollars,"  so  as  to  make  the 
paragraph  read  as  follows: 

33.  'l'ol);ifC(iiiists  shall  pay  ten  dollars  for  each  license. 
Any  person,  firm,  or  corporation  whose  business  it  is  to  sell, 
at  retail,  cigars,  snuff,  or  tobacco  in  any  form,  sliall  be  re- 
garded a  toliacconisi  under  this  act.  I!ut  wholesale  and 
retail  dealers,  and  keepers  of  hotels,  inns,  taverns,  and 
eating  houses,  having  taken  out  a  license  therefor,  shall 
not  l)e  required  to  take  out  a  license  as  tobacconists,  any- 
thing in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  move  to 
amend  the  sunie  paragraph  by  striking  out  in  line 
two  hundred  and  ninety-two  the  word  "  ten," 
and  inserting  in  place  of  it  the  word  "  twenty," 
so  as  to  make  the  license  twenty  dollars  instead 
of  ten  dollars. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  move  to  strike  out  all  in 
this  paragraph  after  the  word  "act,"  as  follows: 

But  wholesale  and  retail  dealers,  and  keepers  of  hotels, 
iims,  taverns,  and  eating-houses,  having  taken  out  a  license 
therefor,  shall  not  be  required  to  take  out  a  license  as  to- 
bacconists, anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notvvitli- 
btanding. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  told  by  experts  that 
in  the  thirty-second  paragraph  the  clause  "  any 
person  or  persons  who  make  for  sale  photo- 
gra|)hs,  ambrotypes,  daguerreotypes,  or  pictures 
on  glass,  metal,  or  [taper,  by  the  action  of  light, 
shall  be  regarded  a  photographer  under  thisact," 
is  liable  to  misconstruction.  I  move,  therefore,  to 
amend  it  by  striking  out  the  words  "  on  glass, 
metal,  or  paper." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
thirty-fourth  paragraph.  Tliis  class  of  persons 
are  included  under  the  general  liead  of  manufac- 
turers. 

The  section  was  read,  as  follows: 

34.  Tallow-chandlers  and  soap-makers  shall  pay  for  each 
license  the  sum  of  ten  dollars.  Any  person  whose  busi- 
ness it  is  to  make  or  manufacture  candles  or  soap  shall  be 
regarded  a  tallow-chandler  and  soap  maker  under  this  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  paragraph  of  the  bill  being  un- 
der consideration — 

35.  Butchers  shall  pay  ten  dollars  for  each  license.  Every 
person  whose  business  it  is  to  sell  butchers'  meat  at  retail 
shall  be  regarded  as  a  butcher  under  this  act:  Provided, 
Tliat  no  butcher  having  taken  out  a  license,  and  paid  ten 
dollars  tiierelor,  shall  be  required  to  take  out  a  license  as 
retail  dealer  on  account  of  selling  otiier  articles  at  the  same 
store,  stall,  or  premises:  Provided  further,  Tliat  butchers 
who  retail  butchers' meat  exclusively  from  a  cart  or  wagon, 
by  themselves  or  agents,  shall  be  required  to  pay  five  dol- 
lars only  for  each  license,  any  existing  law  to  the  contrary 
nolwitlistanding,  and  having  taken  out  a  license  therefor 
shall  not  be  required  to  take  out  a  license  as  a  peddler  for 
retailing  butchers'  meat,  as  aforesaid:  Jlnd  provided  fur- 
ther, Tliat  no  license  shall  be  required  of  a  butcher  wiiose 
annual  sales  do  not  exceed  $1,0U0 — 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  to  insert  afterthe  word 
"agents"  the  words  "traveling  from  place  to 
place,  and  not  from  any  street  or  stand." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  paragraph  being  under  consid- 
eration— 

36.  Theaters  shall  pay  $100  for  eacli  license.  Every 
edificeerected  for  the  purpose  of  dramatic  or  operatic  rep- 
resentations, plays,  or  performances,  and  not  including 
halls  rented  or  used  occasionally  for  concerts  or  theatrical 
representations,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  theater  under  this 
act — 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"  one"  and  inserting  "  two,"  so  as  to  make  the 
license  |200. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  same 
paragraph  by  inserting  after  the  words  "  edifice 
erected"  the  words  "  or  used." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  1  move  to  amend  the  same 
paragraph  by  inserting  after  the  word  "theaters" 
at  the  beginniiigof  the  paragraph  the  words  "and 
museums." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  GANSON.  1  move  to  amend  llic  paragraph 
at  the  beginning  of  it  by  inserting  after  (he  words 
"  thirty-six"  the  words  "  the  proprietor  or  pro- 
prietors of." 

The  amimdment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "museum,"  which  has  just  been 
put  in  on  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
the  words  "  receiving  pay  as  entrance  money." 
I  believe  there  are  museums  which  ^re  open  to 
the  public  free  of  charge. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  I  move  to  amend  the  same 
paragraph  by  strikingout  the  words  "  erected  or," 
so  as  to  make  it  read: 

The  proprietor  or  proprietors  of  theaters  or  museums  shall 
pay  $100  tor  each  license.  Every  edifice  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dramatic  or  operatic  representations,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  following  paragraph  of  the  bill  being  under 
consideration — 

37.  Circuses  shall  pay  fifty  dollars  for  each  license. 
Every  building,  tent,  space,  or  area,  where  feats  of  horse- 
manship or  acrobatic  sports  are  exhibited,  shall  be  regarded 
as  a  circus  under  this  act — 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I- move  to  amend 
by  strikingout"  §50,  "and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
"$100." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  to  suggest  to  my  col- 
league an  amendment  which  will,  perhaps,  ac- 
com|>lish  the  same  purpose  as  his  amendment  in 
a  more  satisfactory  way. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.     What  is  it.' 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  is  to  add  at  the  end  of  the 
paragraph  the  same  proviso  as  is  contained  in  the 
thirty-eighth  paragraph,  as  follows: 

Provideil,  That  no  license  procured  in  one  State  shall 
be  held  to  authorize  exhibitions  in  another  State.  And  but 
one  license  shall  be  required  under  this  act  to  authorize 
exjiibitions  within  any  one  State. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.     I  will  accept  that. 

The  amendment  as  modified  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
words  "  thirty-seven,"  in  the  same  paragraph,  the 
words  "  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  of." 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  am  not  sure  that  we 
shall  not  lose  by  that.  We  now  hold  the  "  cir- 
cus," but  the  "  proprietor"  may  be  an  unknown 
person. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  in  line  three 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "sports"  the  words  "  theatrical  perform- 
ances." 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suggest  to  my  colleague  on 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  that  that 
amendment  would  cover  more  ground  than  he  in- 
tends. 

Mr.  HOOPER.     I  will  withdraw  it. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

38.  Jugglers  shall  pay  for  each  license  twenty  dollars. 
Every  person  who  performs  by  sleight  (if  hand  shall  be  re- 
garded as  a  juggler  under  this  act.  'The  proprietors  or 
agents  of  all  other  public  exhibitions  or  shows  tor  money, 
not  enumerated  in  this  section,  shall  pay  for  each  license 
ten  dollars:  Provided,  That  no  license  procured  in  one 
State  shall  be  held  to  authorize  exhibitions  in  another 
State.  And  but  one  license  shall  be  required  under  this 
act  to  authorize  exhibitions  within  any  one  State. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  move  to  strike  out"  twen- 
ty," and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "  fifty."  If  a 
man  is  willing  to  acknowledge  that  he  is  a  cheat, 
he  ought  to  be  made  to  pay  for  following  his  trade. 
[Laughter.] 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

39.  Bowling-alleys  and  billiard-rooms  shall  pay  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  alleys  or  tables  belonging  to  or  used  in 
the  building  or  place  to  be  licensed.  When  not  exceeding 
one  alley  or  table,  five  dollars  for  each  license;  ami  when 
exceeding  one  alley  or  table,  five  dollars  lor  each  additional 
alley  or  table.  Every  place  or  building  where  bowls  are 
thrown  or  billiaids  played,  and  open  to  the  public  with  or 
without  price,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  bowling-ailey  or  bil- 
liard-room, respectively,  under  this  act. 

Mr.  J.  C.ALLEN.  I  move  to  strike  out  "five,"  , 
where  it  occurs,  and  insert  "  ten." 

The  committee  divided;  and  there  were — ayes 
55,  noes  27. 

Mr.  MORRILL  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  oidered;  and  Messrs.  J.  C.  Allen, 
and  Baldwin  of  Massacliusi;tla,  werea|ipointed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  the  tellers  hav- 
ing reported — ayes  63,  noes  49. 

The  Clerk  rend,  as  follows: 

■10.  I'roprielors  of  gilt  enterprises  shall  pay  lifiy  dollars 
for  each  license.    Every  person,  llrm,  or  corporation,  wno 
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shall  (itn;r  fur  sale  or  lo  sell  iiity  article  of  iiier<.'li:iii(iise  of 
any  di'scription  wlialsoi!ver,  vvitli  a  promise,  cxpriss  or 
implied,  to  give  or  bostow,  or  in  any  nianiii^r  to  hold  out  to 
thr  public-  tlie  promise  of  gilt  or  bestownl  of  any  nriiele  or 
thill),'  for  and  in  considerati(m  of  ilic  pnrchasi!  by  any  per- 
son of  ;iny  oilier  article  or  thiiij;  sliall  be  regarded  a  propri- 
etor of  a  gift  enterprise  under  tills  aet:  Pruviilcd,  That  no 
such  proprietor,  in  eonsequence  of  being  thus  licensed, 
sliall  be  exempt  from  paying  any  other  license  or  tax  re- 
quired by  law,  and  the  license  herein  required  shaU  be  in 
addition  tlier(  to. 

Mr.  MQllRILL,  1  move  to  insert  nfter  tlie 
word  "sIihII,"  where  it  occurs  the  second  time, 
the  words  "  sell  or,"  and  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  to  soil." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CUESWELL.  I  move  to  add  the  follow- 
ing to  the  paragraph : 

Jind  pTOvidci!  further,  That  this  section  shall  not  bp  con- 
ptrned  to  authorize  such  gift  enterprises  in  any  ir-tate  or 
Territory  where  tlie  same  are  or  may  be  prohibited  by  law. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Creswell  withdrew  the 
amendment,  stating  that  he  understood  it  was  pro- 
vided ill  another  jilace. 

The  Cieik  read,  as  follows: 

41.  Stallions  and  jacks,  owners  of,  shall  pay  ten  dollars 
for  each  license.  Every  person  who  keeps  a  male  horse  ora 
jack  for  the  use  of  mares,  requiring  or  receiving  pay  there- 
for, shall  be  reqiiiri'd  to  take  out  a  license  umjcr  tliis  act, 
which  shall  contain  a  lirief  descriptroii  of  the  aiiiiral,  its 
age,  and  place  or  places  where  used  or  to  be  used  :  Pro- 
vidid.  That  all  accounts,  notes,  or  demands,  for  the  use  of 
any  such  horse  or  jack  williout  a  license,  as  aforesaid, 
(jliall  be  invalid  and  of  no  forca  in  any  court  of  law  or 
equity. 

Mr.KASSON.  I  move  to  make  that  paragraph 
forty-seven,  l)ecause  I  think  lawyers  and  doctors 
shrmld  take  precedence.      [Laughter.] 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  1  am  opposeil  to  that,  be- 
cause I  think  it  is  in  its  proper  place. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 
Mr.  GANSON.       I  move  to    transpose   the 
phraseology  of  the  paragraph,  so  as  to  jiut  the 
words  "  owners  of"  before  "  stallions." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  ten" 
and  insert  "twenty-five." 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN..  I  hope  tiie  amendment 
will  not  prevad.  The  panigraph  places  the  ta.x 
high  enough  already.  This  will  be  a  great  hard- 
ship upon  those  wlio  are  doing  all  that  tiiey  can 
to  improve  the  stock  of  horses  and  mules. 

The  amendincnt  was  disagreed  lo. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  move  to  make  it  twenty 
dollars. 

The  amcndnii-nt  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  GIliNNELL.  I  move  to  make  it  fifteen 
dollars. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  M  ALLOIIY.  I  move  to  make  it  "  five" 
instead  of  "ten." 

The  ameiidinent  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  move  to  make  it  twenty  dol- 
lars for  stallionsand  ten  for  jacks. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

I'he  Clerk  road,  as  follows: 

4-2.  Lawyer.sshall  pay  ten  dollars  for  each  license.  Every 
person  wlio>e  busines.s  it  is,  for  fee  or  reward,  to  prosecute 
or  rlcfiiid  causes  in  any  court  of  record  or  other  judicial 
tribnii.il  of  tin;  United  States  orof  any  of  the  States,  or  give 
advice  in  rclaiion  to  causes  or  matters  pending  therein, 
»liall  he  di-eined  to  be  a  lawyer  within  the  iireaningof  this 
act. 

Mr,  THAYER.  1  move  to  strike  out  "  advice 
in  relation  to  causes  or  matters  pending  therein," 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "  legal  advice." 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted.  The  language  of  the  paragraph 
defines  thi.'  mailer  best. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  strikeout  "  court 
of  record  or  other."  1  understand  tliere  are  in 
Wiscfuisin  couitH  of  record  which  havi- jurisdic- 
tion to  j^300,and  that  most  ofihe  collection  is  done 
in  those  ciiiiris. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  do  not  know  but  the 
amiMidmiuii  is  [uoper  enough  in  itself,  hut  the  al- 
lusion the  gentleman  has  made  to  Wisconsin  is 
not  correct.      We  have  no  such  courts  there. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  meant  Michigan;  but  I 
withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  UP«ON.   I  move  to  strike  out"  of  record." 

The  amendincnt  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  WEIJSTER.     I  move  to  strike  out  "  ten" 
and  insert  "  twiiily-five." 
The  mnenUmdif,  \VJia  disagreed  to. 


!       Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.     I  move  to  inak.; 

I  it  fifty. 

j      The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

!       Mr.  THAYER.     I   move   to  insert  after  the 

I  word  "therein"  the  words  "or  other  legal  ad- 

I  vice." 

j      The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  A.MYERS.  1  move,  after  the  v/ord  "or," 
to  insert  "professional." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 
The  Clerk  rend,  as  follows: 

4,'j.  Builders  and  contractors  sliall  pay  twenty-five  dol- 
lars for  each  license.  Every  person  whose  business  it  is 
to  coiistrncl  buildings,  or  .xinps,  or  bridgi!s,  or  canals,  or 
railroads  by  cmitract,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  builder  and 
contractor  under  this  act :  Provided,  That  no  license  shall 
be  reiiuircd  from  any  person  whose  building  contracts  do 
not  excet'd  §2,500  in  any  one  year. 

Mr.  ORTH.  I  move  to  amend  by  strilcing 
out  the  first  clause,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following: 

Builders  and  contractors  shall  pay  license  as  follows,  to 
wit:  where  their  building  ciintraets  exceed  ,$2,500,  the  sum 
of  twenty  five  dollars  lor  each  license  ;  wlieie  their  build- 
ing contracts  exceed  ^'3,000,  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  for 
each  license ;  and  where  their  building  contracts  exceed 
$1,500,  the  sum  of  filleen  dollars  for  each  license.  Every 
person  wliose  business  it  is  to  construct  buildings,  orsliips, 
or  bridges,  or  canals,  or  railroads  liy  contract,  shall  be  re- 
garded as  a  builder  and  contractor  under  this  act. 

The  object  of  the  amendment  is  to  establish 
three  grades  of  contractors.  By  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  as  it  is  reported  from  the  committee, 
there  is  but  one  grade  of  contractors,  and  only 
those  whose  contracts  exceed  $2,500  a  year  are 
required  to  pay  a  license.  All  whose  contracts 
do  not  exceed  that  sum  pay  nothing.  My  amend- 
iTient  proposes  to  establish  two  giades  below  that. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.GRlNNELL.  1  move  to  amend  the  section 
in  line  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "  license"  the  following: 

And  if  his  sai<l  contracts  in  one  year  exceed  in  amount 
$2,500,  he  shall  pay  one  dollar  on  every  additionat  thou- 
sand dollars  in  excess  thereof. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  If  the  gentleman  will  not 
make  a  speech,  we  will  vote  for  any  amendment 
he  offers. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.     Very  well. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
.  The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

46.  Plumbers  and  gas-fitters  shall  pay  ten  dollars  for  each 
license.  Every  person,  firm,  or  corporation,  wliose  busi- 
ness it  is  to  furnish  pluinbiiig  materials  or  fit  up  plumbing 
materials,  or  to  fiiniisll  gas-pipes,  gas-burners,  or  other  gas- 
fixtures,  or  to  fit  tlie  same,  shall  be  regarded  a  plumber  and 
gas-fitter  within  the  meaning  of  this  act. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  theword  "to,"  where  it  first  occurs,  the 
word  "  fit,"  and  by  inserting  after  the  next  word 
"  furnish"  the  words  "  or  sell." 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOPk.RILL.  I  move  further  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  words  "or  fit  up  plumbing  ma- 
terials or  to  furnish. "- 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  of  line  four  hundred  and  five  the  words  "or 
to  fit  the  same." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  1  move  to  amend  in 
line  four  hundred  and  two  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  firm  or  corporation."  In  the  four  or  five 
preceding  paragraphs  those  words  do  not  appear 
as  applied  to  any  other  business.  1  do  not  see 
why  the  individual  members  of  a  firm  of  plumb- 
ers and  gas-fitters  should  not  each  pay  a  tax  of 
ten  dollars  for  a  license.  As  the  section  now  reads 
firms  or  corporations  will  only  be  taxed  ten  dol- 
lars, while  jihysicians,  surgeons,  architects,  build- 
ers, contractors,  lawyers,  &c.,  are  laxed  each  ten 
dollars. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

47.  Miners  shall  pay  for  each  and  every  llcen.«ic  the  sum 
often  dollars.  Every  pfcr.soii,  firm,  or  company  who  shall 
employ  otliers  in  the  business  of  milling  for  eoiil,  for  gold, 
silver,  quicksilver,  copper,  lead,  iron,  zinc,  speller,  or  oilier 
minerals,  who  shall  not  have  taken  out  a  lic<Mise  as  a  man- 
iifacliirer,  sliall  be  regarded  as  a  miner  under  this  act. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  aineiid  by  insert- 
ing afit^r  the  word  "  mining"  the  words  "  or  wlio 
shall  be  engaged  in  such  bui^iiiess  other  than  us 
an  employe." 

Mr.  COLE,  of  Califoiiiin.  I  am  op|>osed  to 
the  nmendnieiit.     It  will  impose  a' burden  upon 


peiRon.s  who  frequrnilj'-  malie  nothiiigin  the  niitw>s 
of  CidifiMiiia.  (twill  liiive  a  teiidiiiey  to  drive 
per.sotis  from  that  employment.  The  siicce.<<.s  aiul 
prosptriiy  of  ihe  Gi'VernnuMit  depend  iim  iniich 
upon  the  success  of  that  class  of  (lersons  as  any 
other.  This  amendment  will  operate  against 
those  who  are  employing  others  in  that  busiiie.ss. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Thecommitter  have  not  been 
able  to  perfect  this  paragraph  with  the  lighl  of 
that  information  which  we  ought  to  have  htid  from 
the  mining  regions,  and  I  propose  that  by  unan- 
imous consent  we  pass  over  the  section  now,  with 
the  liberty  of  going  back  to  it  hereafter. 

No  objection  beiii^  made,  the  paragraph  was 
passed  over  informally, 

'I'he  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

48.  General  business,  any  person  doing,  shall  pay  ten 
dollars  Jor  e;u.-li  license.  Any  person,  firm,  or  corporation, 
engaged  in  any  busiiu'ss,  trade,  or  proiession  whatsoever, 
for  which  no  otlier  license  is  required  by  exi-tins;  law, 
whose  gross  annual  receipts  ther<'irom  exceed  the  .-um  of 
$1,000,  shall  be  regarded  as  doing  a  general  bu.-.iiiess  under  ' 
tills  act. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  whom  I  see  in  his  seat,  the 
meaning  of  this  firovisioii.  I  am  free  to  say  that 
it  was  adopted  by  the  committee  when  1  was  not 
present. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  will  refer  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Hooper.] 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Then  I  will  say  before  he 
makes  his  remarks,  that  this  seems  to  me  to  be  ^ 
tax  upon  industry.  It  provides  that  a  man  en- 
gaged in  any  business  for  which  a  license  is  not 
required  by  this  bill  to  be  taken  out  shall  take 
out  a  license.  A  farmer  or  a  minister  who  is 
not  required  to  takeout  a  license  under  any  other 
provision  of  this  bill  is  required  to  take  out  one 
under  this  section.  If  gentlemen  wish  to  sub- 
serve the  public  interest  and  public  mornliiy ,  they 
should  tax  loafers,  and  not  industrious  men, and 
if  the  paragraph  is  insisted  on,  I  shall  move  to 
apply  it  to  persons  not  engaged  in  any  business 
or  pursuit. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  My  colleague  has  leferrcd  lo 
me  for  an  answer  to  the  question  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky.  1  wish  to  stale  thai  I  find 
somedifiiculiy  in  understanding  it, and  I  propose  to 
amend  it  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  doing"  in 
the  first  line  the  word   "nothing."     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MALLORY.  That  will  meet  my'views 
of  the  matter. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.     [Laughter.] 

Mr,  HOOPER.  1  also  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  receipts"  and  insert  "  disbursements." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  [Renewed 
laughter.] 

Mr,  MALLORY.  I  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting before  the  word  "engaged"  the  word 
"  not,"  and  also  before  the  word  "  doing"  in  the 
last  line. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr,  MALLORY.  Now  I  ask  for  the  rending 
of  the  paragraph  as  amended. 

The  paragraph  as  amended  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

48.  General  business,  any  person  doing  nothing,  shall  pay 
ten  dollars  for  each  license.  Any  person,  firm,  or  corpo- 
ration not  engaged  in  any  business,  trade,  or  profession 
wliatsoever,  lor  which  no  otlier  license  is  required  by  ex- 
isting law,  whose  gross  annual  disbursements  tbereironi 
exceed  the  sum  of  $1,000,  shall  be  regarded  as  not  doiiiga 
general  business  under  this  act. 

[Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  now  move  that  the  whole 
paragraph  be  stricken  out. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Oliio.  1  offer  the  following 
nmeiidmeiit:  * 

I'age  97,  section  sevcniy-slx,  Insert,  after  line  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  as  follows: 

4H.  Eoafers  .siiall  pay  tt^n  dollars  forcacli  license.  Every 
person  williout  visilde  occupation,  except  that  of  loitering 
on  hall  steps  and  .-ireit  eormrs,  shall  bi:  deemed  a  loaler 
within  the  nieiinlng  of  this  act:  Provided,  'I'hat  inembcis 
of  Congress  and  others  wnitiiig  at  the  cro^slllgs  for  the 
•'street  cars"  shall  not  be  required  to  take  out  a  license 
therefor. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  ask  that  section  Reveniy- 
seveii  l)e  reserved  to  allow  iheConimillee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  offer  iimi-ndnieiits. 

No  olijeciioii  beingntude,  llieSC-cliuii  was  passed 
over. 
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Tliesevenly-niiUh  section  was  read,  as  follows: 
Jinii  be  it  further  enacted ,  Tli;it  no  license  liRreiiibefnre 
provided  for,  it  granted,  sliall  be  ccinstrued  to  autliorize 
the  coinineiicnneiit  or  coiitiniiiilion  of  any  trade,  business, 
occupation,  or  employment  therein  mentioned,  within  any 
glate  or  Territory  of  tlie  United  Stales  in  whicli  it  is  or 
shall  be  specially  prohibited  by  the  laws  thereof,  or  in  vio- 
latioii  of  the  laws  of  any  State  or  Territory :  Provided,  Tliat 
nothing  in  this  act  siiail  be  held  or  construed  so  as  to  pre- 
vent tin;' several  Stales,  within  the  limits  thereof,  from 
placing  a  duty,  tax,  or  license,  for  State  purposes,  on  any 
busiiie^s,  matter,  or  thing  on  which  a  duty,  tax,  or  license 
is  required  to  be  paid  by  tiiis  act. 

Mr.  FENTOiN'.  1  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
who  lias  this  bill  in  charge  if  that  section  ought 
nut  to  be  .stricken  out.' 

Ml-.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  strike  out  that 
section.  It  has  aheady  been  provided  for  in  sec- 
tion seventy-five. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUTVVELL.  I  wish,  by  general  con- 
sent, to  ask  a  question  of  the  committee.  There 
are  two  or  three  provisions  in  section  sixty-nine 
of  the  ()ld  law  which  are  omitted  in  section  eighty- 
two  (if  tills  bill,  whicli  corresponds  to  that. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  They  will  be  provided  for 
in  a  general  section  which  we  intend  to  oft'er.- 

The  eighty-third  section  vfds,  read. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  On  page  102,  section  eighty- 
three,  I  move  to  insert,  after  the  words  "  manu- 
factured articles,"  the  words  "or  articles  pro- 
tiuced."  In  line  four,  after  the  word  "maiiu- 
fiiciured,"  1  move  to  insert  "  or  produced."  On 
line  five,  after  the  word  "  manufacturer,"  I  move 
to  insert  "or  (iroducer."  On  line  twenty,  page 
103,  after  the  word  "  manufacturers,"  I  move  to 
insert  "or  producers  "  On  line  twenty-two, 
after  the  word  "  manufactured,"!  move  to  insert 
"or  pi'oduci'd."  Oil  line  twenty-four,  1  move  to 
insert,  after  ihe  woid  "  manufacture,"  the  words 
"  or  production."  In  line  twenty-five,  I  move  to 
striiic  out  "  person,"  and  insert  "  persons  or  par- 
ties." 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendments 
collectively,  and  lliey  Were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  add  at  the  end  of 
the  section  tlie  following: 

Articles  which  the  collector  may  adjudge  perishable  may 
be  sold  ordlsposcd  of  beibre  the  declaration  of  forfeiture  ; 
said  sale  shall  be  made  !•*.  public  auction,  and  notice  thereof 
shall  be  given  in  the  s;' ne  manner  as  is  provided  iu  this 
section  in  cases  of  Ibrfeiture. 

The  airiendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  i  move  to  add  at  the  end  of 
line  forty-eight  the  words  "  owner,  or,  if  he  can- 
not be  found,  to  the;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Prodded,  That  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  articles, 
if  any  there  be  after  deducting  the  duties  thereon,  together 
with  the  expenses  of  summons,  advertising,  and  sale,  or 
ihe  exce>s  of  the  value  of  said  articles,  after  deducting  the 
duties  and  expenses  aceru'd  thereon  when  turned  over  to 
the  us('  of.iny  (hparlnient  of  the  Government,  shall  be  re- 
t'unded  and  paid  to  the  owner,  or,  if  lie  cannot  be  found,  tjo 
the  in:N(|rlaeturer,  or  to  the  person  in  wliose  custody  or 
possession  the  articles  weri^  when  seized. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  There  is  no  objection  to 
thai. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  move  to  insertafierthc  word 
"manufacturer,"  in  the  forty-ninth'  line,  the 
words  "  or  producer." 

The  ameml merit  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  is  now  about  the  hour  for 
taking  a  recess,  and  1  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
■  So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration, 
as  a  special  order,  the  internal  revenue  bill,  and 
had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  move  that  the  Hou.se  now 
take  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock. 

The  motion  wtis  agreed  to;  and  the  House  ac- 
cordingly took  a  recess  until  .seven  o'clock  p.m. 

EVENtNG  SESSION. 
The  House  resumed  its  session  at  seven  o'clock, 
p.  m. 

UNITED  STATES  CONVICTS. 
Mr.  WILSON  asked  leave  to  report  back  from 
the  Coinniiitee  on  the  Judiciary  an  act  (S.  No. 
172)  concerning  the  disposition  of  convicts  from 
courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  subsisting  of 
persans  confined  in  jniKs,  charged  with  violating 


the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  diminishing 
the  expenses  in  relation  thereto. 
Objection  was  made. 

GEORGETOWN  WATER  TAX. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  1  move  that  Senate 
bill  No.  129  be  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

There  being  no  objection^tl'e  bill  (S.  No.  129) 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the 
corporation  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, to  lay  and  collect  a  water  tax,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  May  21,  1862,  v/as 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

INTERNAL  REVENUE. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
on  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
I  the  state  of  the  Union,  (jMr.  Washburne,  of  Illi- 
1  iiois,  in  tlie  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration, 
j  as  a  special  order,  of  the  internal  revenue  bill. 
I  Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  ninety- 
]  third  section  by  striking  out  of  the  proviso  in  the 
I  paragrafih  taxing  coals  the  words  "  for  ail,"  and 
I  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "in  case  of." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  same 
paragraph  by  striking  out  the  words  "  before  the 
1st  day  of  April,  1862,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  tlie  words  "  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 
act." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  same  par- 
agraph by  inserting  after  the  word  "tax"  the 
words  "if  not  otherv,/i.se  agreed  to." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  tlte  same  par- 
agraph by  striking  out  the  words  "  at  the  mines." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  thfe  same  par- 
agraph by  striking  out  the  words  "  made  prior  to 
July  1,  18C2,"und  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  "  heretofore  made." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  same  par- 
agraph by  inserting  at  the  end  thereof  the  words 
"  if  not  otherwise  agreed  by  the  parties." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  paragraph,  as  amended  by  these  several 
amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Kasson,  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

On  .-111  mineral  coals,  except  such  as  are  known  in  the 
trade  as  pea  coal  and  dust  coal,  a  duty  ol  five  cents  per  ton  : 
Prodded.  That  in  ease  of  contracts  of  lease  of  coal  lands 
made  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act  the  lessee  shall  pay 
the  tax,  if  not  otherwise  agreed  to  ;  and  all  duties  or  taxes 
on  coal  mined  and  delivered  by  coal  operators  on  contracts 
heretofore  made  shall  be  paid  by  the  purchasers  thereof, 
if  not  otherwise  agreed  by  the  parties. 

Mr.  BOUT  WELL.  I  move  to  amend  the  par- 
agraph'by  striking  out  the  words  "  pea  coal  and." 
Pea  coal  is  on  article  of  commerce. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  does  not  sell  at  half  the 
price  of  ordinary  coal. 

Mr.  DENISON.  The  tenant  never  pays  any- 
thing for  this  kind  of  coal  to  the  landlord,  because 
it  does  not  pay  the  expenses  of  taking  it  out.'  It 
is  the  refuse  coal,  and  should  not  be  taxed,  be- 
cause it  is  not  worth  anything  to  anybody  to  take 
to  market. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DENISON.  I  move  to  amend  the  par- 
agraph by  inserting  after  the  word  "contracts" 
the  words  "  made  prior  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1865. "  The  contracts  for  these  coal  lands  are  made 
for  the  v/hole  year  up  to  the  close  of  navigation. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Let  me  say  to  my  colleague 
that  if  the  oontracts  are  made  before  the  passage 
of  this  act,  it  i.s  no  matter  when  delivery  is  made. 
Thus  it  operates  as  he  desires  it. 

Mr.  DENISON.  If  that  is  the  undeFslanding 
I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  GANSON.  i  move  to  amend  the  para- 
graph by  striking  out  the  duty  of  five  cents  per 
ton  and  inHurting  ten  cents.  I  see  that  in  the  next 
paragraph  n  duty  of  fivfl  centd  per  gallon  in  im- 


posed on  oil.  Colli  of  these  articles  are  of  prime 
necessity.  I  do  not  see  why  coal  cannot  stand  a 
duty  of  ten  cents  a  ton  if  oil  can  stand  a  tax  of 
live  cents  a  gallon.  1  do  not  see  why  this  dis- 
crimination should  have  been  made  by  ihe  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  1  would  like  to 
have  some  information  from  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  who  is  not  particularly  interested  in  the 
subject. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  not,  nor  in  any  other. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  gentle- 
man requires  any  information  upon  this  suliject. 
If  the  gentleman  would  bring  in  a  proposition 
striking  down  thereciprocity  treaty  he  could  then 
tax  these  coals  as  much  as  he  pleases.  But  now 
even  five  cents  a  ton  upon  them  is  but  a  premium 
to  that  extent  upon  Nova  Scotia  coal.  1  have 
very  great  doubt  whether  we  are  justified  in  im- 
posing any  tax  at  aJl  upon  this  article. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  UPSON.  1  move  to  amend  the  ninety- 
third  section,  in  the  forty-first  line,  by  striking 
out  from  the  word  "return"  dov/n  to  and  includ- 
ing the  word  "sold,"  in  the  forty-third  line,  as 
follows: 

And  all  gas  companies  are  hereby  RUthorized  to  add  the 
duty  or  tax  imposed  by  law  to  the  price  per  thousand  cubic 
feet  on  gas  sold. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  That  clause  was  included  in 
the  bill  for  this  reason:  in  the  charters  of  many 
of  the  companies  the  priceof  gas  was  fixed  when 
the  price  of  coal  was  comparatively  low.  It  is 
known,  however,  to  every  gentleman  that  within 
the  last  two  years  the  price  of  coal  has  risen  to 
nearly  double  what  it  had  been  for  many  years 
previously.  These  companies  cannot  increase 
their  priceof  gas,  and  it  seems  rather  hard  to  im- 
pose this  tax  upon  tliem  unless  we  permit  them  to 
add  it  to  the  price  charged  consumers. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  trust  that  reason  will  not 
prove  sufficient  in  this  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     No  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  To  make  it  in  order  I  will 
move  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
last  word.  This  provision  isentirely  unnecessary, 
of  course,  unless  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  over- 
i  riding  Slate  laws  which  prohibit  these  companies 
from  increasing  the  price  of  gas  upon  their  con- 
sumers. The  State  laws,  as  all  gentlemen  know, 
have  left  a  very  liberal  margin  to  these  compa- 
nies, and  I  trust,  therefore,  that  these  v/ords  will 
be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  There  are  many  companies 
in  the  country  which  have  not,  for  the  last  year, 
divided  a  single  farthing,  and  among  them  the  com- 
pany  in  this  city.  And  it  is  utterly  impossible 
to  make  them  pay  this  tax  without  giving  them 
the  right  to  charge  it  to  their  consumers.  Some 
of  them  do  it,  but  they  do  it  by  using  the  poorest 
quality  of  coal  at  the  lowest  price,  instead  of 
making  their  gas  out  of  the  best  article. 

It  is  known  that  in  many  States  tiiey  cannot 
charge,  under  their  charters,  their  customers  be- 
yond a  certain  amount.  This  is  true  in  respect 
to  nearly  all  the  companies  in  P-ennsyivania. 
Without  the  tax  they  are  not  now  realizing  a  cent. 
Nay,  most  of  them,  at  the  present  price  of  mate- 
rial, are  compelled  to  make  a  poor  article  in  order 
to  be  able  to  furnish  it  at  all.  Heretofore  it  has 
been  very  different.  But  under  these  circum- 
stances all  that  can  be  done,  if  you  are  to  tax  these 
companies  at  all  and  still  leave  them  in  existence, 
is  to  allow  them  to  charge  the  tax  upon  the  con- 
sumer. Unless  we  do  that  we  shall  be  oliliged  to 
withdraw  the  tax  altogether,  or  tax  these  com- 
panies out  of  existence. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  renew  the  amendment.  I 
think  if  this  tax  is  to  be  imposed  at  all  it  should 
be  imposed  upon  the  person  who  is  to  pay  it, 
and  that  is  the  consumer.  The  idea  of  allowing 
these  gas  companies  to  make  their  customers 
buy  up  their  tax  is  simply  dodging  the  question. 

Now,  sir,  I  know  that  at  least  in  the  Slate  of 
New  York  there  are  no  more  profitable  invest- 
ments than  the  slocks  of  these  gas  companies, 
and  I  never  heard  of  a  company  organized  any- 
where that  did  not  make  to  its  stockholders  large 
dividends,  and  it  is  a  very  singular  fact  to  me  if 
they  cannot  afford  to  pay  this  tax. 

But  1  do  not  see  any  propriety  in  laying  this 
tax  at  all  unless  it  is  to  be  laid  directly.  It  is  a 
mflrp  flhnm'in  the  nhapc  in  which  it  is  now,  ao 
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lono;  as  you  allow  llie  companies  to  compul  their 
CUSloiiKM-s  to  buy  up  their  t!\xes. 

Mr.MORRILL.  Mr.Chairmnn,!  think  tluit 
aliiile  misappi-ehensinn  exists  in  the  niiiKl  of  the 
gentleman  from  Nlw  Yorkin  relation  to  this  arti- 
cle. This  article  is  a  manufacture,  and  we  only 
give  the  right  to  the  manulacturers  of  gas  that 
any  other  manufacturers  have — to  charge  this,  if 
they  [ilease,  upon  the  consumers.  It  seems  to 
me  thai  the  gentleman  should  recognize  a  difr<>r- 
ence  between  the  present  time,  when  coal  is  nine 
or  ten  dollars  a  tojt,  and  the  time  when  it  could 
be  bought  for  $3,  $3  25,  and  $3  50  a  ton.  This 
increased  tax  will  not  necessarily  be  imposed  upon 
the  consumers;  it  merely  gives  the  right  to  the 
company  to  charge  it  if  they  see  fit. 

Mr.  UPSON.  What  tax  by  this  bill  is  im- 
posed upon  these  gas  companies.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  We  tax  the  amount  of  gas 
that  they  produce  and  sell.  We  tax  them  five 
per  cent,  upon  all  of  their  profits  in  addition.  If 
they  make  anything  they  have  to  pay  five  percent, 
to  the  Government. 

The  amendment,  by  unanimous  consent,  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  think  my  friend  from 
Vermont  labors  under  a  mistake.  He  says  that 
coal  could  formerly  be  bought  for  three  dollars  a 
ton,  and  that  it  now  costs  ten  and  eleven  dollars 
a  to.n.  I  know  that  it  could  never  be  bought  for 
less  than  eight  and  nine  dollars,  and  it  is  only 
eleven  dollars  now.  1  mean  bituminous  coal, 
from  whicli  gas  is  made. 

There  is  another  thing  overlooked.  In  the  pro- 
duction of  gas  there  is  a  residue  called  coke, 
which  has  gone  up  from  two  dollars  to  six  dollars. 
He  excepts  coal  tar,  which  used  to  sell  for  one  dol- 
lar, and  now  sells  for  five.  This  should  be  taken 
into  consideration.  He  says  this  is  a  manufacture. 
Why  not  charge  it  directly,  and  thus  let  them 
share  a  portion  of  the  burdens  imposed  upon  the 
community  at  large. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  A  proposition,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, has  been  before  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  to  raise  the  price  of  gas  in  this 
city,  and  some  facts  have  come  to  light  which 
bear  upon  this  question.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens]  has  stated  that  the 
gas  company  in  this  city  were  not  able  to  pay  a 
dividend  last  year.  That  they  did  not  does  not 
prove  that  they  were  not  able  to  do  it.  The  fact 
IS  true  that  they  have  divided  ten  per  cent,  for 
the  last  four  or  five  years.  They  have  divided 
over  seven  per  cent,  from  the  time  the  company 
went  into  operation,  and  in  addition  to  that  they 
have  reserved,  by  the  confession  of  the  members 
of  the  company,  ^50,000  of  surplus,  by  which 
they  have  extended  the  mains  and  pipes  through 
the  city,  and  there  was  good  evidence  before  the 
committee  that  they  have  reserved  a  surplus  of 
^250,000.  For  these  among  other  reasons  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  saw  fit 
not  to  increase  the  price  of  gas. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Until  last  year  they  charged 
one  third  more  than  they  are  allowed  to  charge 
now.  Last  year,  if  the  gentleman  looked  into  it, 
he  will  see  that  Congiess  brought  down  the  max- 
imum of  their  charges  one  third. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  During  the  progress  of 
the  war  they  have  divided  ten  per  cent,  annually 
until  the  last  quarter,  that  is  January  last,  al- 
though the  price  of  coal  is  a  little  greater  than  it 
was  in  1861  and  1862. 

I  will  say,  furthermore,  that  the  Government 
pays  in  all  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 
the  gas  company  in  this  city  annually.  The  stock 
of  almost  every  gas  company  in  the  country,  in 
New  York,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Buston,  and 
all  the  larger  cities,  is  very  much  in  advance  of 
par. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  May  1  ask  the  gentleman  if 
he  has  bought  any  coal  lately.'  1  bought  last 
year,  and  paid  seven  dollars,  and  this  year  eleven 
dollars  for  all  I  have  Ijought. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  I  renew  the  amendment. 
I  merely  wish  to  correct  the  impression  which 
evidently  prevails  with  a  great  many  gentlemen 
here,  us  to  the  remuneration  of  gas  comjiaiiies.  It 
happens  to  be  within  my  own  experience  as  well 
as  obHi'rvalioii,  that  a  number  af  companies  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  whicli  are  restricted  by 
Slate  law  as  to  the  price  they  charge — and  that 


price  was  fixed   when  the  cost  of  ils  production 

was  not  more  than  one  half  the  present  cost — are 
unable  to-day  to  make  the  dividends  which  are 
allowed  by  the  law  of  the  State.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  prejudice  which  exists  against  these  com- 
|ianies,  growing  out  of  some  wrongs  and  outrages 
which  have  been  perpetrated  in  large  cities,  I  do 
not  see  why  companies  in  small  places  where  the 
people  have  invested  in  gas  companies  should 
not  meet  the  same  protection  and  the  same  guards 
OS  any  other  inveslnienl.  1  assure  the  genlleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Ganson]  that  lie  is  entirely 
wrong  as  to  the  profits  which  inure  to  the  stock- 
holders in  gas  comiianies  in  the  Slate  of  New 
York. 

I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment 
odV'red  by  Mr.  Upron, 

Mr.  HOLM  AN  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Holmav  and 
Mr.  Griswold  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided  ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  sixty-two,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  clause  was  read: 

On  coal  illumiiKitiiig  oil, and  iiaplitlia,  benzine,  and  beii- 
z<ilt:,  refined,  produced  liy  tlie  distillation  of  coRl,  asplial- 
tinn,  .sliale,  peal,  putroleuni  or  rock  oil,  and  all  other  bitu- 
ni  inoiis  sub.-tancL-s,  used  tor  like  purposes,  a  duty  of  twenty 
cents  per  gallon. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  word  "  oil,"  where  it  first  occurs, 
the  word  "  refined,"  and  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  refined"  in  the  second  line. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  further 
by  inserting  the  word  "five"  after  the  word 
"  twenty. " 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  increasing  the  duty  on  these  oils  to  forty 
cents.  When  the  act  of  1862  was  passed  the  prin- 
cipal illuminating  material  in  use  throughout  the 
western  section  of  the  Union,  and  to  some  extent 
throughout  the  whole  country,  was  what  was 
called  burning  fluid,  a  manufacture  of  alcohol  and 
turpentine,  but  of  alcohol  in  the  main.  So  exten- 
sive was  the  manufacture  of  this  burning  fluid  that 
in  the  city  of  Cincinnati  alone  it  was  estimated  thai 
there  was  a  consumption  of  that  fluid  to  such  ex- 
lent  that  an  amount  of  alcohol  equal  to  the  prod- 
uct of  twelve  thousand  bushels  of  corn  was  re- 
quired in  its  manufacture  for  every  twenty-four 
hours.  By  imposing  by  that  act  a  duty  of  forty 
cents  on  alcohol,  twenty  cents  on  proof  spirits, 
which  is  equivalent  to  forty  cents  on  alcohol, 
and  only  ten  cents  on  this  coal,  petroleum,  and 
other  oils,  this  entire  interest  was  completely  de- 
stroyed in  less  than  a  month  after  the  law  went 
into  eflfect.  That  extensive  interest  which  came 
in  competition  with  the  coal  and  petroleum  oils 
could  not  resist  this  discriminating  tax,  a  lax  of 
forty  cents  on  the  one  and  ten  cents  on  the  other. 
We  tried  to  obtain  a  drawback  on  the  duties  on 
alcohol  that  entered  into  this  manufacture  but 
failed;  and  thus  a  great  manufacturing  interest 
in  the  West  was  destroyed  for  the  especial  ben- 
efit of  a  great  manufacturing  interest  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. We  complained  then  of  the  discrimina- 
tion, we  condemned  the  favor  shown  to  the  one 
interest  as  against  the  other.  We  thought  the 
duties  should  have  been  the  same,  or  at  least 
that  the  duly  on  oils  ought  to  have  been  high 
enough  to  justify  competition;  but  the  duty  of  ten 
cents  upon  the  one  and  forty  cents  upon  the  other 
was  imposed,  and  our  interest  was  suppressed  and 
destroyed.  I  insist  that  if  proof  spirits  are  able 
to  pay, at  this  time,  after  this  interest  has  been  so 
extinguished,  a  duty  of  ^l  25  a  gallon,  equal  to 
^2  50  on  u  gallon  of  alcohol,  there  isnogood  rea- 
son why  this  burning  oil,  produced  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  to  some  extent  in  Western  Virginia, 
and  in  some  portions  of  Ohio,  ought  not  to  bear 
at  least  some  corresponding  duty.  Yet  the  his;h- 
est  duly  proposed  is  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon. 
We  are  increasing,  more  than  fivefold,  the  duty 
on  spirits  over  that  imposed  by  the  act  of  1862, 
and  here  you  are  only  proposing  to  increase  the 
duly  upon  oils  from  ten  cents  to  twenty-five  cents 
per  gallon,  with  a  drawback  on  all  ihal  is  ex- 
ported and  no  duty  whatever  on  the  crude  pe- 
troleum. Forty  cents  is  but  a  reasonable  duty, 
a  very  moderate  duly,  and  greatly  less  than  it 
should  be  considi^i  ing  the  monopoly  it  has  ob- 
tained; and  in  addition  to  this  there  ought  to  be 


a  duty  of  at  least  ten  cents  per  gallon  on  crude 
petroleum. 

1  find  a  statement  on  my  desk  that  this  article, 
which  is  ]M'oduced  with  but  little  expense — a  nat- 
ural product  of  the  earth — and  which  has  become, 
when  refined,  almost  the  sole  illuminating  ma- 
terial throughout  the  entire  country — a  vasl  mo- 
nopoly, a  source  of  inexhaustible  wealth  to  Penn- 
sylvania— is  to  be  used  in  its  crude  slate  for  the 
purpose  of  generating  steam,  as  actually  cheaper 
than  coal.  There  is  probalily  no  interest  in  the 
country  so  prosperous.  You  do  not  impose  any 
lax  whatever  upon  the  crude  material,  and  only 
propose  to  make  the  duty  twenty  cents  by  the 
bill,  and  but  tweniy-five  cents  as  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  upon 
refined  petroleum,  and  even  less  on  coal  oil.  It 
seems  to  me  a  very  unjust  discrimination  against 
one  interest  and  in  favor  of  another,  against  one 
section  of  the  country  and  in  favor  of  another. 
The  comparatively  small  cost  of  these  oils,  their 
universal  consumption  in  every  shape  and  form 
everywhere,  the  demand  for  exportation,  make 
them  legitimate  and  proper  subjects  for  a  reason- 
able tax. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  rise  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment merely  pro  forma. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  now  move  to  strike  out 
"  twenty-five"  and  insert  "  forty." 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  no 
comparison  between  the  article  of  whisky  and 
this.  Whisky  is  a  luxury  and  a  demoralizing 
one,  too. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  say  that  I  was  simply  comparing  the  two  in- 
terests— the  6u»-ni?ig7^iMdinterest  of  the  West  and 
that  of  Pennsylvania.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  cannot  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man, for  I  have  but  a  moment  or  two,  and  my  con- 
stituents are  interested  in  this  question.  I  said 
that  whisky  was  a  luxury.  I  believe  Shakspeare 
calls  ita  "  hell  broth,"  and  very  properly.  A  tax 
of  twenty  cents  per  gallon  is  equivalent  to  one 
hundred  percent,  advalorem.  There  is  notanother 
thing  in  the  bill  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
except  articles  of  extravagance  and  luxury,  that 
has  to  pay  such  a  tax  as  that.  You  lay  a  tax  of 
twenty  cents  on  a  thousand  cubic  feet  of  gas,  and 
now  you  propose  to  impose  a  tax  of  a  hundred 
percent,  ad  valorem  upon  the  poor  man's  light.  It 
costs  twenty  cents  per  gallon  to  produce  this 
article  under  any  possible  contingency.  More 
money  has  been  sunk  in  the  Oil  Creek  country 
than  hasever  been  made  there.  Gentlemen  seem 
to  be  under  the  impression  that  oil  is  something 
which  flows  out  of  the  ground  without  expense. 
Nineteen  wise  men  go  there  and  find  nothing,  and 
the  one  fool  goes  there  and  digs  a  well  a%l  the  oil 
flows  into  it. 

Now,  sir,  this  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  per  gal- 
lon is  all  wrong  in  itself.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  should  never  have  put  it  at  more  than 
ten  cents  a  gallon.  I  say  that  this  is  emphatically 
the  poor  man's  light.  It  brings  cheerfulness  and 
comfort  to  the  homes  of  the  poor  every  where,  sup- 
plying to  some  extent  the  luxury  which  the 
wealthy  enjoy  from  gas  in  the  cities.  I  hope  that 
no  one  liere  will  think  for  a  mon)ent  of  increasing 
the  tax  to  a  hundred  per  cent.,  to  come  out  of  this 
unfortunate  class  of  consumers. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  will  withdraw  the  amendment  he  has 
oflered  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Me  must  be  aware  that  this  interest  is  already 
burdened  too  much. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  move  to  strike  out  "twenty- 
five"  and  insert  "  fifteen"  in  lieu  thereof.  The 
lax  now,  as  I  understand,  is  ten  cents.  I  think 
if  we  add  half  to  that  it  will  be  sufficient.  This 
is  a  necessary  article  of  use. 

Mr.  KASSOiN.  I  wish  to  state  to  the  gentle- 
men  of  the  committee,  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have  had  more  trouble  to  sat- 
isfy themselves  what  was  just  in  this  case  than  the 
Committee  on  the  Whole  can  have.  The  material 
element  which  created  the  necessity  for  raising 
the  tax  upon  this  article  is  found  in  the  provision 
contained  in  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  this 
same  article  when  exported  for  foreign  countries. 
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It  was  found  thai  within  the  last  year  the  expor- 
tation of  the  anicle  increased  vastly  in  proportion 
to  tlie  exportation  of  the  crude  article.  Tlie  con- 
sequence is  that  the  Government  realizes  practi- 
cally by  no  means  the  amount  of  revenue  that 
gentlemen  would  anticipate  from  this  tax,  because 
of  the  drawback  allowed  on  the  large  amount  ex- 
ported to  foreign  countries;  and  the  committee 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  as  nearly 
just  as  it  can  possibly  be  put  at  this  time,  at 
twenty-five  cents  per  gallon.  The  friends  and 
constituents  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
will  realize  largely  under  the  provision  allowing 
a  drawback,  and  can  well  afford  to  bear  the  bur- 
dens that  this  will  impose  upon  them.  1  hope  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  will  sustain  the  decision 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Upson's  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  by  striking 
out  the  word  "five,"  so  as  to  leave  the  bill  as  it 
stood  originally.  As  has  been  remarked  by  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  ScoFiELD,]  this  is  empliatically 
the  poor  man's  light.  I  would  call  it  the  poor 
man's  gas-light  and  the  poor  woman's  gas-light 
also;  and  I  am  astonished  that  any  comparison 
should  be  made  between  the  light  that  we  derive 
from  petroleum  and  the  light  which  we  derive 
from  whisky.  This  tax  affects  even  the  pour 
sewing  woman.  If  you  increase  this  tax  she  must 
turn  down  the  button  and  decrease  her  consump- 
tion one  third. 

For  this  reason,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  that  a 
tax  of  ten  cents  is  all  that  siiould  ever  be  imposed 
on  the  article.  Government  will  realize  at  that 
rate  of  ta.xation,  out  of  my  district  alone,  a  rev- 
enue of  $200,000  this  year  on  that  article.  The 
revenue  is  just  beginning  to  come  in  from  petro- 
leum. Why  .'  Because  when  the  law  first  went 
into  operation  much  of  the  oil  was  bonded  and 
was  called  free  oiL  The  Government  derived 
from  this  article  last  year  throughout  the  United 
States  $700,000,  of  which  but  this  year  the  twen- 
tieth district  of  Pennsylvania  alone  will  contribute 
$200,000  duty  on  oil. 

On  this  necessary  article,  which  goes  into  the 
cabin  of  the  poor  man  and  the  chamber  of  the  sew- 
ing woman,  it  is  proposed  to  more  than  double 
the  tax.  1  ask  gentlemen  to  pause.  Gentlemen 
who  value  even  their  popularity  will  not  vote  for 
this  high  tax.  If  they  do  I  liope  they  will  never 
venture  into  that  curious  district  of  ours.  Nine 
out  of  ten  holes  up  there  are  dry  lioles,  and  if 
men  who  advocate  a  tax  of  twenty-five  or  forty 
cents  a  gallon  on  oil  should  come  up  there,  1 
would  not  ask  abetter  job  than  to  take  a  contract 
for  putting  them  down  the  holes  and  plugging  them 
in.  [Lfiugliter.]  If  we  imposea  tax  of  twenty  cents 
per  gallon,  that  is  equal  to  the  value  of  the  raw 
material.  I  know  that  when  it  is  refined  and 
passes  into  the  hands  of  the  retail  dealers,  it  sells 
at  about  sixty  cents  a  gallon.  Tiie  districts 
represented  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Scofield]  and 
myself  are,  I  believe,  in  an  oily  aspect,  the  most 
greasy  districts  in  the  State.  [Laughter.]  If  you 
wish  to  get  a  large  revenue  from  this  article,  do 
not  make  tin;  tax  so  high  as  to  diminish  the  con- 
sumption. 

Besides,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  you  tax  it  so  iiigli 
as  to  diminish  consumption,  you  will  indirectly 
aim  a  blow  at  the  inventive  genius  of  the  Yankee 
nation.  Your  inventions  of  patent  lamp-burners, 
oval  and  flat  chimneys,  and  all  tfiat,  will  cease, 
and  the  Patent  Office  will  liave  no  more  models 
of  that  kind. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  suppose 
that  all  the  speeches  have  been  made  that  were 
necessary  to  be  made,  either  for  our  consumption 
here  or  for  home  consumption.  There  need  l)e 
no  apprehension  that  the  consumption  of  this 
article  will  be  reduced  by  the  lux  we  propose. 
After  this  tax  is  levied  it  will  be  still  much  the 
cheapest  article  used  for  illuminating  purpo.ses. 
We  have  proposed  to  increase  the  tax  on  gas  to 
double  the  present  rates.  We  propose  to  tax  lard 
oil  more  that)  double.  Under  the  present  law 
there  has  been  no  complaint.  We  have  proposed 
to  increase  Hie  tax  on  refined  coal  oil  up  to  twenty 
cenl.s  per  gallon.  From  the  investigations  made 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  we 
were  entirely  satisfied  that,  after  the  tax  is  im- 
posed, this  oil  will  be  still  the  chca[)est  illumin- 


ating material  in  the  country.  I  move  that  the 
committee  rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  debate. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  there  any  objection  to 
terminating  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  this  paragra]ih  .' 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  debate  was 
terminated  on  the  paragraph. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  A.  Myers's 
amendment;  and  was  rejected. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massacliusetts.  I  would  like  to 
inquire  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
what  is  the  reason  for  making  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  tax  on  oil  fiom  coal  and  on  'that  from 
petroleum?  It  is  a  subject  that  I  do  not  under- 
stand, but  I  have  had  inquiries  in  regard  to  it 
made  by  some  of  my  constituents. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  closed  on  the 
paragraph.  Is  there  any  objection  to  Uie  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  proceeding  with  his 
remarks? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  There  will  be  no  objection 
if  the  paragraph  be  left  open  to  general  debate. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  Debate  on  the  paragraph 
is  closed. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Morrill's 
amendment  to  make  the  tax  twenty-five  cents  per 
gallon;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment to  this  paragraph. 

Mr.  KASSON.  1  hope  the  gentleman  will  al- 
low the  amendments  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  be  first  offered. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  KASSON.  In  line  sixty-five,  I  move  to 
strike  out  "  twelve"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
"fifteen,"  so  as  to  make  the  proviso  read: 

EroviJed,  That  such  oil,  rcfinfid  and  produced  by  the 
diSillation  of  coal  exclusively,  shall  be  subjett  to  pay  a 
duly  of  fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  anything  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

This  lias  been  done  by  the  committee  for  tlie 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  proportion  as  near 
as  possible. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.     Is  debate  in  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debs^te  is  not  in  order. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  move  to  insert  "  twelve 
and  a  half  cents"  instead  of  "fifteen."  I  thought 
it  was  generally  agreed  in  committee  that  this  ar- 
ticle of  coal  oil  should  not  be  taxed  additionally. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  is  not  in  order,  except  by  unanimous 
consent,  "fifteen"  having  been  inserted. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  gentleman  will  allow 
.me  to  say  that  when  we  raised  the  duty  to  five 
cents  on  petroleum,  we  thouglit  it  proper  to  raise 
it  three  cents  on  refined  oil,  so  as  to  keep  up  tiie 
proportion. 

Mr. MALLORY.  It  seems  to  me  the  propor- 
tion would  have  been  kept  up  by  making  it  thir- 
teen, or  at  most  fourteen  cents.  I  was  not  in 
committee,  however,  when  the  arrangement  the 
gentleman  speaks  of  was  made.  I  ask  consent 
to  offer  this  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  received ;  and  the  vote  be- 
ing taken  on  it,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  1  move  to  amend  so  as  to 
make  the  duty  twenty-two  cents,  and  I  wish  to 
say  a  word  upon  that  subject. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.     I  object  to  debate. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing after  the  word  "gallons"  in  the  sixty -third 
line  the  words  "and  on  crude  petroleum  or  rock 
oil  a  duty  often  cents  per  gallon."  I  have  merely 
this  to  say  in  reference  to  the  amendment 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  want  to  jlcnow  why  we  cannot  speak  five  min- 
utes upon  an  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  By  unanimous  consent  of 
the  committee  debate  was  closed  upon  this  para- 
graph of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  make  the  point  of  order 
that  the  committee  cannot  give  unanimous  con- 
sent which  shall  bind  us  in  what  is  to  occur  after- 
wards.    I  never  gave  any  such  consent. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  the  universal  prac- 
tice that  the  coniniiitee  may,  by  unani.-.ious  con-' 
sent,  close  debate  upon  any  paragraph  in  a  bill 
under  consideration.  That  consent  was  given  in 
this  instance.  The  Chair  put  the  question,  and 
no  member  objected. 


Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  make  this  point,  and  I 
desire  a  decision  of  the  Chair  upon  it,  as  a  ques- 
tion of  order:  that  the  rules  of  the  House  allow 
five  minutes  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  that  no  gentleman  can,  by  getting  up  and  say- 
ing that  ho  asks  unanimous  consent  to  violate  the 
rule,  cut  off  members  from  speaking  to  amend- 
ments. The  chairman  of  this  committee  is  bound 
by  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  not  by  the  consent 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  rifse  to  a  question  of  order. 
1  made  a  motion  a  short  time  ago  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  debate  on 
this  paragraph  of  the  bill.  That  motion  has  not 
been  put,  and  1  insist  now  that  it  shall  be  put. 

The  CHAIRMAN^  The  Chair  will  first  de- 
cide the  i)oint  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  The  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont moved  that  the  committee  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  closing  debate.  The  Chair,  to  save  the 
delay  occasioned  by  such  a  proceeding,  put  the 
question  whether,  by  unanimous  consent,  all  de- 
bate upon  the  paragraph  should  be  closed.  That 
consent  was  given.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania now  appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
upon  the  ground  that  the  committee  had  no  right 
to  bind  itself  in  that  way, 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  The  Chair  will  pardon  me. 
I  did  not  appeal  from  his  decision.  I  made  the 
question,  and  asked  for  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
upon  it,  whether  the  committee  had  the  right  by 
an  agreement  to  bind  us  in  violation  of  the  rules 
of  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  carry  out 
what  was  expressly  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
committee,  that  all  debate  be  closed  upon  this  par- 
agraph. Does  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  in- 
sist upon  his  motion  that  the  committee  rise? 

Mr.  MORRILL.  No,  sir.  I  withdraw  the 
motion. 

The  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Holman 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  after  the" 
word  "coal"  the  words  "  asphaltum  or  shale," 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  move  to  insert  the  word 
"domestic"  after  the  words  "distillation  of." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

Provided,  That  such  oil,  refined  and  produced  by  the  dis- 
tillation of  coal  exclusively,  shall  he  subject  to  pay  a  duty 
of  twelve  cents  per  gallon,  anything  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS.    I  move  to  add  the  following: 

Provided  also,  That  such  oil  refined  and  produced  by  or 
from  the  distillation  of  imported  coal,  coal  oil,  asphaltum, 
shale,  peat,  petroleum,  or  rock  oil,  shall  he  subject  to  pay 
a  tax  of  filly  cents  per  gallon. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  insert,  "on  crude 
petroleum  one  dollar  a  barrel."  I  desire  to  say 
to  the  committee  that  I  do  this  for  the  purpose  of 
reserving  it,  whichever  way  it  is  voted  on  in  com- 
mittee, for  action  in  the  House. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Holman 
and  Scofield  were  appointed. 

The  amendment  was  adopted ;  the  tellers  having 
reported — ayes  55,  noes  43. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  1  move  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing: 

^nd  provided  further,  That  no  excise  tax  shall  be  charged 
or  levied  upon  any  gas  furnished  free  of  charge  by  any  gas 
company  for  the  public  lights  or  market-houses  of  the  city 
or  town  in  which  the  works  of  said  company  are  located. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I^move  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing: 

On  spirits  of  turpentine,  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  gal- 
lon :  Provided,  That  all  the  provisions  of  law  relating  to 
the  assessment  and  collodion  of  the  duties  on  cotton,  uu 
dor  rules  and  rogulations  to  he  pioscrit)ed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  deemed 
applicable  thereto,  shall  apply  to  the  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  duties  on  spirits  of  turpentine. 

I  would  like  to  know  what  connection  cotton  has 
with  turpentine.  I  want  that  explained.  [There 
was  no  response.]  The  explanation  is  so  lucid  that 
I  withdraw  my  amendment.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, that  the  sections  in  reference  to  sugar  and 
molasses  be  passed  over  until  to-morrow. 
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Tlieie  was  no  objection  and  it  was  agreed  lo 
according^ly. 

The  Cleric  read,  as  foliows: 

On  2luo,  ami  cpineiit  niadi-  wliiilly  or  in  part  of  glue,  to 
be  sold  ill  Uie  liquid  stnle,  a  duty  of  tbrty  cents  per  gallon. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  niove  to  strilce  out 
"Forty"  and  insert  "  ten." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follow.s: 

On  scriws,  commonly  called  wood  screws,  a  duty  of 
five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  strike  out 
"  five"  and  insert  "  ten."  It  is  perhaps  known 
to  the  comiDittee  tliat  all  the  wood-screw  manu- 
factories have  been  absorbed  in  one  great  com- 
pany, which  has  the  complete  monopoly  in  the 
United  States  for  supplying  this  article.  There 
can  be  no  competition  with  them,  as  llic  taritT  is 
so  high  upon  the  importation  of  wood  screws  as 
practically  to  amount  to  a  prohibition.  These 
wood  screws  that  used  to  sell  for  fifty  to  sixty  cents 
a  gross  now  cost  ^1  50  to  :^1  60  a  gross.  This  in- 
crease is  .simply  because  that  one  company  has  the 
monopoly  of  the  manufacture.  I  think  that  this 
tax  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  is  too  low,  and  I 
have  therefore  moved  to  make  it  ten.  I  hope  the 
committee  will  see  tiie  necessity  of  adopting  the 
amendiTient. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert,  "  on  gold 
foil,  two  dollars  per  ou«ce  troy  weight." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  liill-lioadf ,  printed,  printed  cards  and  printed  circulars, 
a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  move  to  insert  after  the  word 
"  printed,"  v/here  it  occurs  the  second  time,  the 
words  "  and  playing." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  A  much  higher  duty  is  im- 
posed further  on  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  GANSON.  Then  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows; 

On  all  printed  books,  mapfaziiif  s,  pamphlets,  reviews,  and 
all  (itlier  similar  printed  puhlic.itions,  lytcept  newspapers, 
a  duly  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  COX.     I  move  to  strike  out  "  five"  and 
insert  "  three." 
The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 
Tlie  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  the  iMills,  as  launched,  of  all  ships,  barks,  brigs, 
schooners,  sloops,  sail-boars,  steainhoats,  canal  boats,  and 
all  other  vessels  or  water  cralt,  (not  including  engines  or 
riKiting,)  hiriNitler  built,  made,  or  constructed,  a  duty  of 
two  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  MARCY.  I  move  to  strike  that  pai-agraph 
out.  I  hope  my  motion  will  prevail,  as  this  tax 
ought  not  to  pass.  You  tax  everything  that  en- 
ters into  shi[)-building.  You  tax  iron,  copper, 
and  every  other  thing,  and  now  you  propose  to 
tax  the  ship  when  it  is  launched.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  fair. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  nfaible,  gravestones,  and  other  monumental  stones, 
with  or  without  inscriptions,  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  do  not  propose  to  tax 
the  dead,  and  therefore  move  to  strike  that  out. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  clause  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  gravestones,"  so  tiialthe 
i-luuse  will  read  "  on  marble  and  other  monu- 
mental stones,"  &c.  The  object  is  to  relieve 
the  ordinary  marbles  coming  under  the  denom- 
ination of  gravestones,  and  have  the  tax  upon 
tnonumental  marbles,  which  are  used  in  the  struc- 
ture of  ornamental  monument.s  and  in  tin:  orna- 
mentation of  nuiible  buildings.  1  iliink  that  amend- 
ment will  accomplish  tiie  object  desired  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  suggest  that  the  gentleman 
move  to  strike  ou*  tin;  woids  "gravestones,  and 
other,"  so  that  it  will  read  "  on  marble  ,  monu- 
mental stones,"  &c.  Tlmt  will  make  the  matter 
right. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  suggestion  which  has 
l)een  made,  and,  1  believe,  accepted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa,  takes  back  with  one  hand  what 
is  given  by  the  other.  Either  the  whole  should 
be  struck  out  or  noiliin"'.  I  k now  of  no  rea.son 
why  the.se  men  who  make  these  things,  nmi  who 
go  as  jorularly  about  their,  huuines!*  ns  niiy  oilier 


class  of  men,  should  not  be  taxed  as  well  as  all 
other  professions.  I  trust  it  will  not  be  modified 
at  all. 

Mr.  GANSON.  That  will  have  the  effect  of 
sending  the  assessors  all  through  our  graveyards 
to  tax  gravestones  standing  over  the  graves. 

Mr.  MORR.ILL.  We  do  not  propose  to  tax 
gravestones  on  hand.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  will  accept  a  suggestion 
of  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  modify 
my  amendment  so  as  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  marble,  gravestones,  and  other,"  so  that  it  will 
read  "  on  monumental  stones,"  &c. 

Mr.  NELSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  after  the  word  "  stones"  tlie 
words  "  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  in  value." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  l,o. 

Mr. -HOOPER.  I  move  to  aniend  the  amend- 
ineiit  by  leaving  in  the  word  "  marble"  and  the 
words  "and  other,"  and  striking  out  only  the 
word  "  gravestones;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read, 
"  on  marble  and  other  monumental  stones,"  &c. 

Theamendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SLOAN.  I  move  to  amend  by  insciting 
after  the  word  "  gravestones"  the  words  "cost- 
ing over  forty  dollar.s." 

The  amendment  v/as  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ,T.  C.  ALLEN.  1  move  to  amend,  on  page 
124,  line  two  hundred  and  twenty-eiglit,  by  strik- 
ing out  "  six"  and  inserting  "  three,"  so  that  the 
tax  on  salt  shall  lie  only  three  cents  per  bushel. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  in  line  two 
hundred  and  thirty-three  by  striking  out  the  word 
"named  "and  inserting  after  the  word  "article" 
the  word.s  "  are  made;"a  mere  verbal  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  clause  was  read: 

On  .Triiticial  mineral  waters,  soda  waters,  sarsapjirilla 
water,  and  all  other  l)everiii;es  used  for  like  purposes,  sold 
in  bottles,  or  from  lountains,  or  otherwise,  and  not  other- 
wise provided  for,  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 

Mr.  FENTON.  *  I  move  to  amend  the  same 
by  strikiii'j  out  "  ten"  and  inserting  "five." 

Mr.  MORRILL  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Fenton,  and 
Mr.  Steele  of  New  Jeisey,  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  6.5,  noes  3L 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  suggest  a  verbal 
amendment  in' line  tv/o  hundred  and  forty-two, 
by  striking  out  the  word  "quart"  and  inserting 
"  pint,"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

On  mineral  or  medicinal  waters,  or  waters  from  spring- 
impregnated  with  minerals,  a  duty  of  one  half  cent  lur 
each  bottle  containing  not  more  than  one  pint. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  move  to  add  at  the  end  of 
line  two  hundred  and  forty-five,  which  has  refer- 
ence to  the  same  subject,  the  words  "one  cent," 
so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

Wlien  containing  more  than  one  pint  and  not  more  than 
one  quart,  one  cent;  when  containing  more  than  one 
quart,  for  each  additional  quarl  or  iVaclional  part  thereof, 
oik;  cent. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  strike  out 
"  one"  and  insert  "  two"  in  the  clause  "  on  pig 
iron,  a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  ton." 

Mr.  MALLORY.  If  the  gentleman  will  yield 
to  me  I  will  move  that  the  committee  rise,  so  that 
we  may  adjourn  and  enter  U|)on  this  new  subject 
of  discussion  fresh  in  the  mornins:. 

Mr.  .T.C.  ALL[iN.     I  will  yield. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Pig  iron  is  now  worth 
from  seventy  to  eighty  dollars  a  ton,  and  while  we 
are  |ilacing  heavy  duties  on  everything  else,  it  is 
only  propo.ied  to  place  a  tax  of  one  dollar  a  ton 
on  ihis  article.  That  is  out  of  all  propoition  to 
the  other  taxes  in  this  bill.  Not  only  is  that  the 
case  with  reference  to  the  tax  which  is  placed 
ujion  pig  iron,  but  it  is  so  in  reference  lo  every 
other  description  of  iron  which  range  in  prices 
from  sixty-five  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
a  ton.  The  liie;hest  tax  which  is  proposed  to  be 
I]  placed  upon  iron  is  three  dollars  a  ton.  It  is  an 
ll  article  which  will  bear  n  heavy  tax  for  revenun 


purposes,  and  we  ought  to  apply  the  same  rule 
to  it  that  we  do  to  other  articles. 

Now,  the  argument  urged  in  favor  of  rJo'w  tax 
upon  iron  is  that  it  enters  in  to  many  oi  her  branches 
of  manufacture,  and  thus  pays  additional  duties. 
That  is  all  true  enough;  but  yet,  sir,  it  is  not 
right  to  tax  other  articles  of  necessity  so  heav- 
ily, and  leave  the  article  of  iron  out.  The  fact 
that  it  enters  into  other  manufactures  is  no  rea- 
son why  the  producers  should  not  pay  their  fair 
proportion  of  taxation  on  the  article.  A  tax  of 
a  little  over  one  per  cent,  is  not  a  fair  tax  when 
compared  with  the  tax  upon   other  productions. 

What  1  say  in  reference  to  the  tax  on  pig  iron 
would  apply  also  to  the  tax  on  bar  iron.  It  is 
unjust  to  all  the  othergreat  interests  of  this  coun- 
try to  make  this  discrimination  in  favor  of  an 
article  from  which  revenue  might  be  and  ought 
to  be  raised.  1  therefore  hope  that  my  amend- 
ment will  be  concurre"U  in. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted.  The  manufacturers  of  pig 
iron  and  bar  iron,  and  of  all  sorts  of  iron,  are  per- 
fectly willing  to  pay  their  full  proportion  of  the 
taxes  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Government. 
They  ask  no  exemption,  but  they  wantan  assur- 
ance, if  the  tax  is  increased  largely  upon  them, 
that  the  tariff  shall  be  increased  so  as  to  protect 
them.  If  you  will  give  them  sufficient  protection, 
if  you  will  adopt  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Stebbins,]  and  put  your 
tariff  up  so  as  to  prohibit  the  iiuroduction  of  arti- 
cles which  we  can  manufacture  at  home,  then  they 
will  pay  any  reasonable  tax  you  can  rmi  on  them. 
But  as  we  have  not  yet  got  to  the  tariff  bill,  I  liope 
the  tax  will  not  be  increased. 

It  was  agreed  at  the  time  the  last  tax  bill  was 
passed  that  pig  iron,  being  the  raw  material, 
should  not  be  taxed.  The  Commiitee  of  Ways 
and  Means  propose  by  this  bill  to  tax  it  one  dol- 
lar. To  that  I  shall  not  object.  They  then  pro- 
pose to  tax  blootn  iron  $1  50, and  bar  iron  three 
dollars,  which,  when  added  together,  make  six 
cents  per  pound  on  bar  iron.  Then  I  find  on 
looking  at  the  schedule  for  taxing  steel  that  they 
go  as  high  as  :^12  50  per  ton,  making  a  tax  of 
P8  50  on  steel. 

Sir,  if  this  tax  is  put  on,  it  is  perfectly  evident 
that  these  manufacturers  cannot  proceed  unless 
you  increase  the  duty  upon  the  foieign  article.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  until  we  have  assurances  as 
to  what  will  be  done  in  regard  to  the  tariff  the  tax 
will  not  be  increased.  Raise  the  tarilf  on  iron, 
and  I  will  not  object  to  an  increase  of  tax.  But 
as  the  tariff  bill  will  not  be  acted  on  until  after 
this  tax  l>ill  is  disposed  of,  1  will  look  with  great 
confuieiice  to  the  gentlemen  now  so  anxious  for 
an  increase  of  tax  upon  the  domestic  article,  for 
their  votes  in  favor  of  a  large  increase  of  duly 
upon  the  foreign  product,  so  that  our  own  labor 
may  be  protected  against  the  ruinous  competition 
of  foreign  labor.  If  this  is  done  our  own  citizens 
will  be  able  to  pay  the  taxes  necessary  to  sustain 
the  Treasury  in  crushing  out  this  infamous  re- 
bellion. 

1  stated  the  willingness  of  my  constituents  to 
be  taxed,  in  proof  of  which  I  give  the  t'ollowing 
letter,  just  received  from  some  of  the  largest 
iron  manufacturers  in  Pinnsylvania: 

PiTTSBHRG,  ^pril  19,  1864. 

Dear  Sir:  In  the  revised  internal  tax  bill,  we  see  that 
the  tax  on  nil  descriplions  ot' iron  iiiaiiuiacnired  inourcity 
is  doubled,  and  that  it,  is  proposed  lo  put  a  lax  of  one  dollar 
per  ton  on  pig  iron,  wliibh  in  the  end  inlls  on  the  manufac- 
turer ol  merchant  bar.  rod,  plate,  hoop,  ami  slieel  iron,  the 
same  as  does  every  advance  in  labor  and  all  materials  en- 
tering inm  finished  inni.  When  the  iron  interests  of  this 
city  were  represented  before  the  Commiitee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  lliey  then  slated  lh.it  the  price  for  nianiilaelured 
iron  would  bo  greally  increased:  1.  I!y  the  witliilr;nv;il  of 
labor  from  its  nalinal  channels;  a  large  aniouiii  ol' the  best 
and  most  skilled  would  enter  ilu;  Army,  making  ii  scarce 
ai  home,  eonse(|ueiitly  increasing  the  cost  of  the  same.  2. 
As  gold  advanced,  every  article  used  in  our  business  would 
increase  in  cost.  'I'hese  things  we  havi-  realized,  .-md  feel 
the  iH'eels  more  keenly  ihan  we  expeCfd  when  we  made 
the  represi'iihitioiis  lo  ilie  eoinmiltec.  'J'o-day  there  is  not 
a  maker  of  iron  in  our  eiiy  or  vicinily  who  can  calculate 
with  any  degrei'  of  cerlamly  the  cost  of  his  products  one 
week  ahead.  'I'hc  ti;ide  have  as  a  matter  of  course  been 
compelled  from  lime  lo  time  to  advance  the  prices  to  keep 
pace  with  the  iiieii':isingcosl  of  every  thing,  at  the  same  time 
were  obliged  In  nnike  liie  prices eompar:itively  low  in  order 
that  eoiisiiiiipliiiii  should  not  be  diininislieil,  ami  the  trade 
for  our  home  proilnets  might  he  retailied.  'I'hc  net  prices 
of  our  inaiiula(  lures  are  not  siieh  as  will  give  a  margin  for 
prolil  with  ihe  ,iilililioii:il  taxes  proposed  to  be  addc<l  to  the 
cost  of  nnmnl'aelure ;  au<l  to  increase  the  prices  will  alloyi 
the  manujaclnrer  of  foreign  iron  to  take  our  inarkett.  We 
fcfl  that  an  Incrnnn*!  of  tnxp*  l«  ii  niioetally,  to  virfaJtth  W* 
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yield  as  WL'  have  floiic  in  tlie  past  a  hearty  acfuiiescfnco. 
From  tile  m:iituracturers  of  tiie  country  tiie  Gnvermneiit 
must  realize  its  principal  revenue,  and  in  order  that  this 
revenue  may  yield  the  greatest  amount,  and  the  manufac- 
turers be  enabled  to  pay  it,  they  must  iiavc  tlie  control  of 
tlieirowii  markets,  and  7iot  be  undersoldiii  them  by  the  prod- 
ucts of  foreign  labor. 

yiiouki  gold  only  command  say  forty  per  cent,  premium 
for  a  ()erii)il  of  sixty  days,  tlie  rolling  nijlls  liere  would  not 
be  able  to  run  more  tlian  one  half  time,  and  foreign  iron 
would  he  ill  ilie  liands  of  ail)  tlie  meichant.s  along  tlie  lines 
of  our  lal;e»,  the  principal  markets  for  Pittsburg  iron. 

Ii  you  determine  that  an  increased  tax  is  necessary,  atirf 
ive  believe  it  is,  and  to  realize  fully  its  benefits,  you  must 
Inorea^e  the  tax  on  foreign  iron,  tlia  only  portion  of  which 
adds  to  the  weal  of  tlfls  country  is  the  paltry  seventeen  dol- 
lars-per  ton  tariti";  all  the  labor  expended  in  making  it  goes 
abroad.  tT  less  tariff  tlian  thirty-live  dollars  per  ton  on  flat 
bar,  the  lowest  class,  with  a  proportionate  increase  upon 
the  other  classifications,  we  regard  as  a  necessity. 

If  now  is  the  time  to  increase  the  excise  tax,  now  cer- 
tainly is  the  time  to  protect  and  foster  those  who  pay  the 
taxes.  It  is  important  that  tlie  friends  of  the  iron  interest 
should  be  in  the  field  earlynnd  at  work;  we  have  little  to 
expect  from  tliose  always  willing  to  tax,  not  so  willing  to 
protect. 

We  are  willing  to  have  the  excise  tax  increased,  but  let 
Congress  give  lull  and  ample  protection,  and  in  so  doing 
they  are  putting  increased  revenue  in  the  coffers  of  the  Gov- 
eriiinent,  enahling  lis  to  pay  the  tax.  We  would  further 
ask  that  Congress  should  give  the  people  the  whole  and  en- 
tire advantage  of  the  currency  of  the  coulitry.  Let  the 
Government  have  the  advantage  of  the  money  that  passes 
from  hand  to  hand  day  by  day,  on  which  it  pays  no  interest, 
and  thereby  would  save  thirty  to  fifty  million  dollars  per 
annum. 
Ueepectfully,  your  friends, 

GRAFF,  BENNETT  &  CO., 
ZUG  &  PAiNTEK. 
EVERSON,  PRESTON  &  CO., 
SPANG,  CHALFANT  &  CO., 
JONES  aiLAUGliLlNS. 
Hon.  J.  K.  MooRHEAD,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  reducing  the  amount  of  the  tax  fifty 
cents.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  tax  on  iron  in  this  bill 
is  about  double  what  it  was  before;  and  on  many 
articles  it  is  about  three  or  four  limes  as  much. 
You  begin  by  taxing  the  raw  material,  and  you 
lay  a  tax  on  iron  in  every  other  shape.  You  liave 
got  the  tax  so  high  that  the  iron  manufacturers 
are  alarmed  about  it.  Some  of  them  have  been 
d-isposed  to  reproach  me  for  agreeing  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  so  high  a  tax  as 
the  bill  imposes.  I  thought,  however,  that  it  was 
better  for  thena  to  put  on  a  liberal  tax,  and  that 
we  must  trust,  if  prices  come  down,  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  tax.  The  tax  proposed  in  the  bill  is 
enormous,  so  large  as  almost  to  compel  the  peo- 
ple to  import  the  article  from  abroad. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  will  tit)t  prevail.  Some 
of  the  members  of  the  committee  thought  that  the 
tax  ought  not  tt)  be  so  high.  I  think  it  is  as  high 
as  the' business  will  bear,  and  that  any  higher  tax 
wouldjje  destructive. 

Mr.  COX.  I  rise  to  oppose  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Moorhead]  opposed  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  J.  C.  Allen] 
because  the  tariff  upon  iron  is  not  high  enough 
now  to  amount  to  prohibition.  He  wants  it  raised 
hereafter  so  as  to  give  larger  benefits  to  this  im- 
mense iion  interest  which  he  represents,  and 
therefore  he  is  opposed  to  the  present  tax  being 
increaied  uniil  the  tarift"duty  on  iron  is  so  enlarged 
as  to  be  a  prohibition.  Tiial  was  the  drift  of  the 
gentleman's  argument. 

Now,  1  could  demonstrate,  if  I  had  time,  that 
the  iron  manufacturers  of  Pennsylvania  by  the 
present  tariff  have  protection  running  up  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  percent,  on  the  paper  basis,  and 
under  the  present  depreciated  condition  of  the  cui-- 
rency.  And  now  the  gentleman  refuses  to  have 
this  interest,  which  has  received  such  a  bounty,  at 
the  expense  of  other  interests  and  industrial  pur- 
suite,  taxed  us  largely  another  interests. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says  it  is 
the  highest  tax  of  any  imposed;  he  boasts  that  it 
ia  double.  The  gentleman  knows  very  well  that 
some  articles  have  been  taxed  much  hi'^her  in 
proportion — artf;les  of  property,  articles  owned 
by  my  own  cotiMtituenis.  I  rcferto  whi.sky,  which 
is  as  much  an  article  of  manufacture  a.s  iron  oratjy 
«Jlher  material  is; and  whi&ky  is  taxed  inordinately, 
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four  times  its  value.  I  think  that  where  an  in- 
terest like  that  of  iron  is  so  guarded  and  protected 
as  almost. to  amount  to  a  proliibilion  it  ought  to 
be  made  to  bear  the  same  tax  that  other  interests 
in  the  country  bear. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  withdraw  my  ameiidnnent. 

Mr.  SCOFiELD.  I  renew  the  amendment. 
^My  colleague  says  we  ore  now  paying  a  heavier 
tax  u[)on  pig  iron  than  is  laid  upon  any  other  ar- 
ticle. Now  how  much  percent,  ad  valorem  does 
the  gentleman  say  this  one  dollar  per  ton  will  be? 
I  suppose  it  will  be  about  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  It  will  be  over  two  per 
cent. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  do  not  figure  it  out  that 
way,  but  the  gentleman  is  a  practical  man  and 
knows  what  he  is  speaking  about,  and  1  will  say 
it  will  be  two  per  cent.  But  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  just  voted  to 
put  a  tax  on  oil,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  poor  men  of  the  country,  amounting  to  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  per  cent,  ad  -Moi'em.  And  here  he 
is  reluctant  to  have  a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  laid  upon 
an  article  that  is  consumed  by  the  wealthiest  cor- 
porations of  the  land.  1  know  of  no  one  item  — 
representing  Pennsylvania,  in  part,  as  I  do — that 
can  stand  a  tax  so  well  as  iron.  The  tax  is  paid 
by  iTien  who  never  feel  it.  Instead  of  two  dollars 
a  ton,  it  should  be  five  dollars,  and  even  then  the 
tax  would  not  begin  to  compare  with  the  burden- 
some tax  laid  upon  the  poor  man's  light  a  few 
minutes  ago. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  believe  I  have  some  knowledge  of  the 
prices  and  manufacture  of  iron.  It  is  one  of  the 
great  material  interests  of  my  district.  I  know 
that  that  interest  will  bear  a  higher  tax  than  is 
proposed  in  this  bill  better  than  some  other  arti- 
cles would  a  less  one.  So  far  as  I  have  becoime 
acquainted  with  that  trade  in  my  district,  the 
prices  of  iron  now  are  enormous,  outrunning  that 
of  any  other  manufacture  in  that  region.  The 
profits  that  are  made  on  bar  and  bloom  and  pig 
iron  exceed  that  of  almost  any  other  interest  i 
know  of.  I  have  had  correspondence  with  men 
in  my  district  on  that  question,  and  it  is  my 
judgment,  derived  froim  that  information,  that  iron 
manufacturers  there  will  cheerfully  pay  a  liberal 
asseiisment,  for  they  are  patriotic  and  have  sus- 
tained and  desire  to  sustain  the  Government  and 
its  credit  and  defray  the  expenses  of  the  war;  and 
will  be  willing,  if  necessary,  that  thei'e  shall  be 
a  high  duty  imposed  on  thisinterest.  Andlagree 
that  the  duty  named  here,  of  two  dollars  per  ton 
on  pig  iron,  be  imposed,  and  reduce  on  articles  of 
prime  necessity  to  make  it  equal,  and  then  insist 
on  full  protection  by  a  high  laritf  on  foreign  iin- 
portations.  That  done,  domestic  manufacturers 
will  prosper  and  can  pay  taxes. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  1  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  COX.  I  propose,  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  to  make  the  tax 
three  dollars  a  ton. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  Which  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.' 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  very  glad  to  congratulate 
Pennsylvania  on  being  disinterested. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  New  York.  I  sustain  the 
amendment  of  two  dollars  a  ton  on  pig  iron,  and 
am  for  the  policy  that  will  foster  and  encourage 
and  protect  home  productions  of  all  kinds  and 
home  labors,  and  make  them  prosperous  and  able 
to  pay  high  taxes. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  see  we  are 
almost  as  much  excited  on  the  iron  question  as 
we  have  been  on  the  whisky  question.  I  do  not 
know  which  side  is  more  intoxicated.  1  desire, 
however,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
back  to  the  sober  facts  of  the  case.  When  the 
subject  of  iron  is  up,  usually  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  J.  C.  Allen]  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox|  preach  ta  us  about  !',« 
being  an  ariicle  of  coniiiioii  necessity  used  by 
farmers,  and  urge  with  great  force  that  the  price 
of  such  an  article  should  not  be  increased.  And 
yet  they  come  here  now  and  propose  to  increase 


the  duty  on  iron — one  of  them  one  hundred  per 
cent,  and  the  other  three  hundred  per  cent,  above 
v/hat  the  Comitiiltee  of  Ways  and  Means  has 
fixed  it.  Heretofore  the  principle  has  been  that 
we  would  not  levy  any  tax  at  all  on  the  raw  mate- 
rials of  pig  iron,  pig  copper,  and  lead;  but  tlio 
necessities  of  the  country  have  become  so  great 
that  we  have  thought  it  reasonable  and  proper  to 
distribute  this  tax  over  a  broader  surface,  and  to 
bring  under  it  all  who  are  in  any  manner  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  inon. 

Therefore  the  bill  proposes  that  we  shall  in  the 
first  instance  levy  a  tax  of  one  dollar  per  ton  upon 
pig  iron.  That,  when  brought  into  the  shape  of 
bar  iron,  blooms,  or  loops,  will  bring  the  tax  up 
to  Jl  50  a  ton  in  that  stage  of  the  nianufacture. 
To  that  we  have  added  $1  50  a  ton,  making;  the 
tax  upon  blooms,  slabs,  and  loops  three  dollars. 
We  tlien  propose  to  impose  a  duty  upon  bar  iron 
manufactured  from  bloom,  loops,  and  slabs  three 
dollars  addition:  so  that  there  will  be  a  duty  of 
one  dollar  on  pig  iron,  three  dollars  on  blooms, 
slabs,  and  loops,  and  six  dollars  per  ton  upon  bar 
iron.  And  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
thought  that  was  as  high  a  duty  as  we  have  im- 
posed upon  any  other  species  of  manufacture.  It 
is  possible  that  we-may  be  mistaken,  and  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Kellogg]  may 
be  right.  But  that  is  the  conclusion  to  which  we 
arrived. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  New  York.  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  allow  me  for  a  moment,  I  will  say  to 
the  honorable  chairman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Stevens]  that  1  know  of  manufacturers  in  my  dis- 
trict who  have  sold  within  the  last  two  months 
slab  iron  in  Pennsylvania  for  eighty  dollars  or 
over  per  ton.  And  I  am  told,  by  gentlemen  who 
know,  that  the  cost  o-f  making  is  not  more  than 
fifty-five  dollars  per  ton.  So  that  the  gentleman 
himself  can  see  what  profit  there  is  upon  that  ar- 
ticle. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  gentleman 's  information 
is  probably  what  the  cost  was  two  years  ago. 
Everything  has  advanced  enormously  since  that 
time. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  New  York.  No,  sir.  The 
information  was  of  things  as  they  stand  to-day. 
This  iron  manufacture  is  realizing  great  profits  at 
this  time,  and  it  is  right  that  it  should  contribute 
libei-ally. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  debate  on  this  par- 
agraph. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  it  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  committee  that  debate  be  closed  upon 
this  paragraph  ? 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  No;  I  will  never  consent  to 
that. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  then  put 
the  question  on  the  motion  that  the  comntiittee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Wash- 
burne,  of  Illinois,  reported  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  having, 
according  to  order,  had  the  Union  generally  un- 
der consideration,  and  particularly  the  bill  of  the 
House  to  provide  internal  revenue  to  support  the 
Government,  to  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
and  for  other  purposes,  had  come  to  no  resolu- 
tion thereon. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  Is  it  in 
order  in  the  House  to  criticise  the  action  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  oJ"  PennsylvaiJia.  I  would 
like  to  do  bo,  if  it  were  in  order.  I  would  like 
to  say  that  the  chairman  did  not  state  what  was 
really  the  action  of  the  committee  on  the  motion 
to  rise. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  that  all  debate  on  the 
paragraph  under  consideration  in  committee  be 
clnsed.  And  in  order  to  give  somegentleman  on 
the  other  side  an  opportunity  of  one  speech  in 
reply,  1  will  fix  the  time  at  five  minutes  after  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  shall  be  resumed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  72,  noes  30. 
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Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  ihat  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
resolved  itsolf  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  WASHURNE.of  Il- 
linois, in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  internal  revenue  bill. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  I  desire  to  suggest  to  my 
colleague  from  New  York  [Mr.  Kellogg]  that 
he  may  have  obtained  the  information  he  has 
given  the  committee  from  an  improper  stand- 
point. I  apprehend  that  the  iron  manufacturers 
in  his  particular  locality  have  been  manufacturing 
iron  from  the  raw  material  on  the  basis  of  its 
price  a  year  or  two  ago,  and  that  when  they  come 
to  count  the  cost,  at  the  present  price  of  the  raw 
inat'jrial,  and  the  present  cost  of  production,  tiiey 
will  find  the  results  of  the  profits  of  their  busi- 
ness entirely  different  from  those  lie  has  stated. 

Now,  sir,  I  should  regret  very  much  if  any 
feeling  or  prejudice  upon  the  part  of  any  of  my 
friends  here  against  any  particular  State  that  may 
be  represented  upon  this  floor,  should  lead  them 
to  an  improper  and  erroneousconclusion.  I  beg 
to  remind  those  gentlemen  who  are  so  strenuous 
for  imposing  an  unlimited,  indefinite  tax  upon 
iron,  that  scarcely  two  years  ago  nearly  all  the 
founderics  in  the  country  were  closed. 

Mr.  NELSON.  I  should  like  to  ask  my  col- 
league if  he  can  tell  the  House  the  average  profits 
that  iron  manufacturers  have  made  for  the  last 
eight  or  nine  months. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  I  will  answer  the  gentle- 
)nan  that  taking  the  estimated  cost  of  pig  iron, 
taking  the  price  of  tlie  raw  material  as  it  is  fixed 
the  present  year,  I  can  conceive  of  no  profit  what- 
ever growing  out  of  the  manufacture  of  pig  iron. 
In  the  establishment  of  which  I  am  part  owner 
I  believe  that  will  be  the  result. 

Mr.  NELSON.  Does  my  colleague  know  of  a 
single  furnace  in  New  York  the  owners  of  which 
have  not  become  immensely  wealthy  within  the 
last  six,  ten,  or  twelve  months.' 

One  word  more.  In  Poughkeepsie  we  have  a 
large  furnace  owned  by  the  Messrs.  Peek,  and  in 
the  other  county  of  Ulster  we  have  large  furnaces, 
and  from  these  I  judge  that  there  is  not  a  single 
turnace  the  owners  of  which  have  not  become 
wealthy. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  New  York.  My  colleague 
has  inquiied  whether  I  have  not  put  my  calcu- 
lations upon  a  wrong  basis.  He  suggests  that  I 
have  been  misinformed  on  the  subject.  I  ask  him 
whether  he  has  knowledge  of  a  single  iron  manu- 
facturer that  is  not  making  money.'  Is  it  not  said 
and  believed  that  all  iron  establishments  arc  coin- 
ing money  at  this  time  for  their  owners.' 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  Air.  Chairman,  I  have  to 
say,  in  response  to  my  colleagues,  that,  so  far  as 
furnaces  are  concerned,  lam  not  acquainted  par- 
ticularly with  that  branch  of  the  iron  interest. 
But,  sir,  I  do  know  that  three  years  ago  there 
was  not  one  of  the  whole  number  that  was  in 
operation.  They  were  broken  down  and  bank- 
rupt. So  it  was  in  Pennsylvania;  and  I  think 
that  three  years  ago  that  fact  would  hold  good  in 
reference  to  the  iron  interest  throughout  the  en- 
tire United  States.  Not  one  half  of  the  blastfur- 
naces in  the  United  States  were  in  operation  three 
years  a^o. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  New  York.  Has  my  col- 
league any  reason  to  fear  that  the  iron  interest 
will  be  less  profitable  for  the  next  year  than  it  has 
l)een  during  the  past  year.'  If  so,  it  might  mod- 
ify my  opinion  as  to  this  lax,  for  his  judgment  is 
a  high  authority  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  I  answer  most  emphat- 
ically and  decidedly  that  it  will  be  less  prfjfitablc. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  New  York.     How.' 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  There  i.s  no  comparison 
between  the  cftst  of  pig  iron  for  the  present  year 
and  the  price  at  which  it  was  held  a  few  years 
rigo;  there  is  more  than  seventy-five  per  cent, 
difference.  I  will  say,  from  the  best  calculation 
iliat  1  can  mnki:,  taking  the  price  of  coal,  ore, 
hauling,  and  all  the  other  ex[)enses  entering  into 
till!  production  of  pig  iron,  that  there  is  not  a 
iiiargiii  of  profit  left  to  one  of  tiie  furnaces  in 
which  I  am  interested. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.of  New  York.  Dors  not  my 
colleague  know  of  hia  own  ]iersonal  knowledge 
ili:il  iron  haa  been  Helling  at  enormoua  prices  up 


to  the  present  day.'  Is  it  not  worth  more  now 
than  at  any  previous  time  for  many 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  1  thought  that  the  five  min- 
utes reserved  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
was  for  this  side  of  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  House  ordered  the 
debate  to  close  in  five  minutes,  and  debate  is  now 
exhausted. 

Mr.  COX,  by  unanimous  consent,  v.'ithdrew 
his  amendment. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  J.  C.  Al- 
len's amendment. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  J.  C.  Allen 
and  Morrill  were  nppointcd. 

The  arnendment  was  agreed  to;  the  tellers  hav- 
ing reported — ayes  71,  noes  28. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  to  strike  out: 

Provided,  That  Moonis,  slabs,  or  loops,  or  castings  of 
iron,  upon  wliicli  a  diuj'  lias  not.  been  assessed  and  paid,  in 
llie  form  of  pig  iron,  shall  be  assessed,  and  pay,  in  addition 
to  the  foregoing  rates,  a  duty  of  $1  50  per  ton. 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert: 

On  blooms,  slabs,  or  loops,  when  made  in  forges  or 
bloomcries  from  the  ore,  a  duty  of  tliree  dollars  per  ton. 

Mr.  UPSON  asked  that  the  question  be  di- 
vided. _  .  _ 

I'he  question  was  first  taken  on  striking  out 
the  proviso;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  To  make  the  amendment 
agree  with  the  amendment  previously  adopted  by 
the  committee,  it  ought  to  read  four  dollars  instead 
of  three  dollars. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  1  move  that  amendment  to 
the  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  atncndment  was  agreed 
to;  and  then  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  1  move  to  amend  in  line 
two  hundred  and  fifty-four  by  strikingout "  three" 
and  inserting  "six,"  so  as  to  make  the  duty  on 
railroad  iron  six  dollars  per  ton. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Railroad  iron,  two  years  ago, 
brought  thirty-five  dollars  a  ton,  and  many  men 
lost  large  fortunes  by  making  it.  They  are  now 
making  a  little.  By  the  amendment  you  have 
adopted  in  reference  to  the  duty  on  pig  iron  and 
bloom  iron,  you  have  imposed  a  duty  on  railroad 
iron  of  seven  dollars  a  ton  already. 

I  trust  this  House  has  not  gone  mad  upon  this 
queslion  of  iron,  and  that  my  friend,  [Mr.  Sco- 
FiELP,]  who  has  been  a  little  exercised  upon  the 
subject  of  oil,  will  forgive  us  now,  and  consider 
that  he  has  had  sufficictit  revenge,  and  will  be  con- 
tent to  have  broken  down  the  furnaces,  arid  will 
let  the  rolling-mills  alone. 

Mr.  NELSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  ainend- 
mentby  strikitigout"six"and  inserting  "seven." 
I  move  the  amendment  merely  to  give  nie  the  op- 
portunity to  suggest  that  when  it  is  intimated  that 
the  course  pursued  upon  this  side  of  the  House 
arises  from  any  ill-feeling,  a  conclusive  answer 
can  be  given  to  it.  To  the  charge  made  against 
usin  times  gone  by  that  we  intended  to  cripple 
the  Government,  we  mean  upon  this  side  of  the 
House  to  give  the  lie  to  such  a  statement  upon 
this  tax  bill.  We  mean  to  tax  everything  to  tlie 
full  amount  it  will  bear,  and  give  the  utmost  rev- 
enue to  the  Government.  I  for  one  mean  to  give 
the  lie  to  the  statement  that  we  intend,  under  any 
circumstances  or  in  any  maimer,  to  cripple  the 
hands  of  the  Government;  and  I  mean  to  do  it 
by  voting  for  a  large  tax,  and  the  object  is  to  give 
every  possible  dollar  to  the  Government  for  the 
purpose  of  crushing  out  this  rebellion. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  am  opposed  to  increasing 
the  tax  upon  this  article  of  railroad  iron,  for  the 
reason  that  under  the  Pacific  railroad  act  we  are 
obliged  to  jiurchase  American  railroad  iron,  and 
if  you  impose  a  heavy  duly  here  it  will  so  raise 
the  price  of  the  article  as  to  retard  the  construc- 
tion of  that  road,  inflicting  thereby  a  greater  curse 
upon  this  country  than  it  is  possible  forany  other 
legislation  to  do. 

Now,  in  reference  to  what  the  gentleman  has 
said  about  the  Democratic  party,  I  would  like  to 
awk  him  whether  the  other  day  he  voted  for  or 
strenuously  fillibusicred  against  a  proposition  to 
rais(?  the  tariff  whereby  this  Government  should 
derive  an  increased  revenue.' 

Mr.  NELSON.  I  will  an.swer  the  gentleman. 
I  did  not  fillibuHtcr  at  all.  I  was  opfiosed  to  that; 
but  nevertheless  I  am  opposed  to  raising  the  tariff 
by  a  joint  re8ohiii'.''n. 


Mr.  SHANNON.  In  other  words,  the  gentle- 
man is  opposed  to  raising  the  tariff  by  joint  reso- 
lution, because  he  desires  that  under  the  long 
process  of  raising  it  by  a  bill  some  persons  may 
be  enabled,  before  that  succeeds,  to  get  in  a  vast 
amount  of  foreign  goods,  thereby  avoiding  the 
payment  of  the  increased  duties. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
This  is  a  good  time  to  raise  it  upon  my  friend 
from  Caliibrnia.  My  point  is  that  this  discus- 
sion is  not  pertinent  to  tlie  matter  under  consid- 
eration. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  NELSON.  Then  I  cannot  answer  the 
gentleman.  I  withdraw  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  increasing  the  amount  to  $6  50. 
I  move  the  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  an- 
swering the  argument  in  reference  to  railroads. 
So  far  as  I  know,  the  railroads  have  not  deserved 
the  sympathy  of  the  great  iViass  of  our  people  for 
the  last  year  or  two.  They  have  advanced  their 
rates  so  enormously  that  they  have  crushed  out 
the  great  agricultural  interests  of  this  country. 
They  have  no  sympathy  from  me. 

Nov/,  let  me  answer  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, who  says  that  at  twenty-five  dollars  a 
ton  the  railroad  iron  manufacturing  companies  do 
not  make  much  money.  But  they  are  to-day 
making  every  ton  they  can  manufacture,  and  sell- 
ing for  ^100  a  ton.  The  price  of  that  article  has 
increased  threefold.  We  only  propose  to  tax 
them  six  dollars  on  what  they  sell  for  $100,  and 
that  is  a  low  tax  in  comparison  with  other  taxes. 
It  is  the  same  we  impose  on  copper,  and  is  not 
out  of  proportion  at  all.  I  therefore  hope  my  first 
amendment  will  be  adopted;  and  I  vvithdraw  my 
amendment  to  that  amendment. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  J.  C.Allen,  tellers  were  called  for, 
but  refused. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  three" 
and  insert  "  four."  I  suppose  as  this  is  an  ex- 
cise duty,  that  every  time  iron  is  remanufac- 
tured  into  something  else  it  is  fair  to  lay  an 
additional  tax,  so  that  the  objection  of  my  col- 
league about  comrnencing  the  tax  upon  the  raw 
material  and  coming  up  through  pig,  bloom,  to 
railroad  iron  is  not  a  fair  one.  It  is  a  manufirc- 
turers'  tax,  and  I  tliink  the  "  poor  railroad  com- 
panies" can  stand  a  tax  of  one  dollar  more. 

Now,  I  would  not  ask  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Nelson]  to  say  anything  more  up«n 
the  whisky  tax,  although  he  says  we  are  all 
going  in  to  sustain  the  country  with  any  amount 
of  taxes,  because  we  know  that  whisky  cannot 
stagger  us  any  more  tlian  it  has  done. 

Now,  I  can  see  no  objection  to  the  levying  of 
an  additional  ta.K  on  railroad  iron, and  I  think  my 
colleague,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  ought  to  agree  to  it.  The  tax  comes 
out  of  the  consumers,  although  the  iron  mi?n  here 
talk  about  the  manufacturers  losing  it.  Did  you 
not  tell  us  a  moment  ago,  when  we  were  talking 
about  oil,  that  it  was  the  consumer  who  would 
have  to  pay.'  And  yet  when  the  gentleman  is 
begging  for  these  "poor  railroad  companies"  he 
forgets  that. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  I  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvtinia  will 
not  prevail.  Why,  sir,  how  are  we  situated  in 
this  country?  There  are  thousands  and  millions 
in  this  country  invested  in  railroads.  On  all  the 
railroad  stock  in  this  country  two  per  cent,  has 
never  been  paid  to  those  who  invested  in  the  stocks 
of  railroads.  Sir,  there  is  scarcely  a  railroad  north 
of  the  city  of  New  York  that  pays  one  dollar,  or 
ever  has  paid  one  dollar  in  dividends  to  the  stock- 
holders of  those  roads.  I  except  the  New  York 
Central  railroad  and  the  Western  road  which  are 
to-day  bringing  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  per 
cent.,  and  more  than  that.  The  other  roads  iiave 
not  returned  one  dollar  it»  dividends  to  the  stock- 
holders this  year,  and  will  not  next  year. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  Well,  I  called  them  "  poor 
railroad  companies." 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  I  am  {iware  that  the 
gentleman  called  them  poor  railroad  companies, 
but  he  used  the  word  "  poor"  meaning  that  they 
were  rich  corj^orations.  » 

No\^t,  sir,  I  know  from  actual  experience,  for 
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1  have  been  connected  more  or  less  will)  northern 
railroads — and  extensively  too — for  the  last  ten 
vears,  that  in  my  own  State,  where,  poor  as  the 
old  Green  Mountain  State  is,  $25,000,000  have 
been  invested  in  railroad  stocks,  the  stocks  of 
those  railroads,  with  but  one  exception,  are  not 
worth  to-day  one  per  cent,  of  the  amount  put  into 
them.  They  have  made  the  State  rich  and  have 
been  a  benefitto  its  people,  but  the  men  who  have 
got  money  in  them  have  received  no  returns. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Will  my  friend  tell  mc  where 
they  got  their  money  ' 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  From  the  farmers  of 
Vermont. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Oh,  no;  they  got  it  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  They  got  it  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  ability  of  Vermont  from  the  citizens 
of  Vermont;  but  by  means  of  these  railroads 
we  have  opened  up  the  country  to  Boston,  and 
developed  Boston,  the  commercial  emporium  of 
New  England.  Her  people,  it  is  true,  have  put 
liberally  into  the  railroads  of  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  Maine,  and  the  othersections  of  New 
England,  but  they  have  never  got  a  dollar  back, 
and  I  ventui'e  to  say  that  they  never  will  get  a 
dollar  back  in  the  next  twenty  years.  There  are 
gentlemen  here  who  have  interests  in  the  north- 
ern railroads  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  they 
know  that  tke  returns  on  the  stock  are  perfectly 
hopeless,  that  the  companies  are  bankrupt  cor- 
porations, that  they  have  done  immense  good  to 
the  country,  but  that  those  whose  money  has 
built  the  roads  have  sacrificed  ajl  their  invest- 
ments in  them.  I  say  that  it  is  unjust  to  these 
men  now  to  have  an  additional  tax  imposed  on 
railroad  iron,  thereby  imposing  so  much  mor^ 
obligation  upon  them. 

Mr.  NELSON.  I  know  of  one  railroad  in  New 
York  whose  slock  before  this  war  commenced 
was  only  twelve  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  which 
since  then  has  been  paying  its  stockholders  seven 
per  cent.,  besides  paying  the  expenses  of  laying 
down  a  second  track.  Now  is  not  that  the  case 
with  nearly  every  northern  railroad,  which  were 
bankrupt  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  but 
are  now  making  nice  incomes  for  their  stockhold- 
er.^!? 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.  I  do  not  know  what 
railroad  the  gentleman  refers  to. 

Mr.  NELSON.  I  refer  to  the  Hudson  River 
railroad. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE.   But  I  do  know  this 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  debate. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration, 
as  a  special  order,  the  internal  revenue  bill,  and 
had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  MORR.ILL.  I  move  that  all  debate  upon 
the  pending  paragraph  of  the  internal  revenue  bill 
shall  close  in  one  minute  after  its  consideration 
shall  be  resumed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
ten  minutes  before  ten  o'clock  )).  m.)  the  House 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satuiidav,  Jpril  23,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o 'clock,  m.  Prayer  by 

the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  road  and  approved. 

SUPERVISING   INSPECTOIIS. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  the 
unanimous  coiisitu  of  ilu-  House  to  make  a  .state- 
ment in  regard  to  a  bill;  and  if  there  be  no  objec- 
tion 1  will  ask  that  ii  be  put  on  its  passage.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  the  supervising 
inspectoral  New  Orleans  went  off  with  the  rebels, 

Mr.  COX.     Whatisit.^ 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  It  is  in  re- 
gard to  the  appointment  of  a  Hupurvising  inspector 
ftnd  some  local  inspectors,     i  ask  liw  g.;ntlemun 


from  Ohio  to  withhold  his  objeciion  until  I  have 
made  a  statement. 

Since  New  Orleans  came  into  our  possession 
we  have  had  no  supervising  ins|)ector  ul  that 
important  point,  and  the  public  interest  there  is 
suffering  greatly  for  the  want  of  such  an  officer. 
There  is  no  supervising  inspector  nearer  than 
St.  Louis,  and  there  is  no  local  board  of  inspect- 
ors any  nearer.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  addressed  me  a  letter,  as  chairman  of  the 
Commitlee  on  Commerce,  accompanied  with  a 
draft  of  a  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
an  additional  inspector,  lo  be  located  at  New  Or- 
leans; of  a  board  of  local  inspectors  alMemphis; 
and  in  addition  it  provides  for  the  establishment 
of  local  inspectors  in, Oregon.  There  is  no  local 
board  of  inspectors  there  now,  and  every  time  a 
steamboat  has  to  be  inspected  in  that  State  the 
supervising  inspector  at  San  Francisco  has  to 
go  there,  and  his  mileage  and  other  expenses  are 
greater  tliaii  the  cost  of  establishing  inspectors 
there. 

The  bill  also  discontinues  the  local  board  at 
Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  for  the  reason  that 
there  are  three  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  two  are  all 
that  are  necessary. 

I  ask  to  have  the  bill  read,  and  if  there  be  no 
objection  I  ask  that  it  be  now  put  on  its  passage. 
If  there  be  objection,  of  course  it  will  have  to  go 
over. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

'J'reasury  Department,  ^jiril  23,  1864. 

Sir:  In  compliance  witli  your  reqiiflst  I  inclose  the 
draft  Ola  bill  piovidiiig  lor  the  appointment  of  two  local 
inspectors  of  stoamljoats  for  the  district  of  Oregon.  It  also 
crpates  an  additional  supervifing  inspector  who  will  be 
located  at  New  Orleans;  and  lor  changing  the  local  board 
from  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  to  iMeinphis, Tennessee. 
This  at  the  suggestion  of  the  supervising  inspector  at  Cin- 
cinnati, who  represents  that  the  board  at  I'ittsburg  can  at- 
tend to  liie  duties  of  tlie  Wheeling  board,  wliile  there  is  no 
local  board  between  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans,  on,  the 
Mississippi  river. 

The  provision  for  charging  ten  dollars  for  license  Of  pilots 
or  engineers  is  at  the  suggestion  of  several  of  the  supervis- 
ing inspectors,  and  if  it  should  become  a  law  will,  it  is 
said,  add  to  the  revenue  of  the  Government  some  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  make  the  inspection  of  steamboats  self- 
sustaining,  in  place  of  being  as  it  now  is  a  tax  on  the  Treas- 
ury to  that  amount.  It  willimpose  no  onerous  burden  upon 
pilots  and  engineers,  as  being  licensed  they  enjoy  exclusive 
privileges  for  vvliieli  tliey  pay  nothing  but  this  license. 

Respectfully,-  S.  P.  CHASE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  E.  D.  Washburne,  Chairman  of '  Committee  on  Com- 

incrcCf  House  of  Rcjiresentatives, 

There  was  no  objection,  and  Mr.  Washburne, 
of  Illinois,  introduced  a  bill  to  increase  additional 
supervising  inspectors  of  steamboats,  &c. ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extenso. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  lime;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  demanded  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  SPEAKER  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  grant  leave  of  absence  to  Mr. 
Van  Valkenburgh  for  two  weeks  from  Monday 
next. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  leave  was  granted 
accordingly. 

PROOFS  OF  MILITARY  DESERTION. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  relating 
to  the  proofs  of  desertion  from  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.  Does  the  gentleman 
understand  that  bill  to  include  proof  of  identity 
of  the  person  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  may  include  that.  All  1 
want  is  lo  introduce  the  bill  and  have  it  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  for  investi- 
gation. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON.     I  object. 
DEUATK  ON  TAX  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  all  debate  in 
the  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ihe 


Union  on  that  portion  of  the  tax  bill  relating  to 
iron  be  closed  as  soon  as  the  committee  resumes 
its  session. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  make  the  point  that  the 
gentleman  can  only  move  to  close  debate  on  the 
pending  paragraph. 

TheSPEAKEK.  The  gentleman,  under  the 
rules,  can  move  to  close  debate  on  the  entire  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  COX.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  yield  me 
the  floor  to  submit  a  resolution. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  hear  the  resolution. 
I  give  notice  that,  as  we  are  not  to  have  an  even- 
ing session,  I  shall  ask  the  House  to  sit  until 
half  past  five  instead  of  half  past  four  o'clock 
p.  ni. 

CRIMINAL  JUDICIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  COX,  by  unanimous  consent,  submitted 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act  of  March  2, 
1793,  as  to  empower  United  States  commissioners  to  take 
bail  for  criminal  olTenses  against  the  United  States,  and  to 
provide  that  said  commissioners  shall  have  an  official  seal  to 
authenticate  their  acts  of  record. 

CIIAIIOES  AGAINST  A  MEMBER. 

Mr.  EIIGBY.  I  desire  to  present  the  report  of 
the  special  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
charge  against  Hon.  F.  P.  Blair,  presented  by 
Hon.  J.  W.  McCLURG,for  the  purpose  of  having 
it  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  cannot  yield  for  anything 
that  will  consume  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thegentleman  from  Califor- 
nia has  the  right  to  present  his  report  as  a  matter 
of  privilege,  if  thegentleman  from  Vermont  with- 
draws his  motion. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  think  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege,  and  I  desire  that  it  may  be  made. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  think  I  must  insist  upon 
my  motion  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Wliole 
oil  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  1  appeal  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  to  allow  this  report  to  be 
read . 

Mr.  HIGBY.  It  will  not  consume  five  min- 
utes. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  liave  no  objection  to  the 
report  being  made  and  printed. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  Unless  the  gentleman  will  yield 
the  floor  lo  have  the  report  read,  I  will  make  the 
report  and  ask  to  have  it  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Understanding  that  it  is  the 
special  wish  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  to 
have  the  report  read,  I  will  yield  for  that  purpose. 

The  report  was  then  presented  and  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  undersigned,  the  special  committee  appointed  un- 
der the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  23d  of  March  last 
to  investigate  the  charge  made  by  Hon.  J.  W.McCluro,  a.  . 
member  of  the  House  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  againet 
Hon.  F.  P.  Blair,  jr.,  also  a  member  of  the  House  from  the 
same  State,  "of  violating  the  laws  in  the  matter  of  an  al- 
leged liquor  speculation,  and  to  inquire  into  the  genuine- 
ness or  falsity  of  the  alleged  order  for  the  purchase  of 
liquor,  bearing  date  June  3,  1863,"  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  had  the  matter  so  referred  to  them  under  in- 
vestigation from  an  early  day  after  their  appointment,  and 
have  given  full  o[>portunity  to  both  parties  to  produce  wit- 
nesses before  them,  and  have  taken  all  the  testimony  oiTered 
on  the  subject.  The  depositions  of  the  witnesses  thus 
examined  are  herewith  submitted  to  the  House. 

It  appeared  satisfactorily  in  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee thaton  the  3d  day  of  June,  1863,  Hon.  F.  P.  Blair,  jr., 
then  being  a  major  general  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
in  actual  service  near  Vicksburg,  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, together  with  eight  members  of  liis  stalT,  signed  a 
written  order  or  authority  to  one  Michael  Powers,  repre 
senting  himself  to  be  an  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  who  had  offered  his  services  for  the  purpose,  to  procure 
for  their  own  use  a  very  moderate  amount  of  liquors,  to- 
bacco, and  cigars,  the  cost  of  which,  in  the  language  of  one 
of  the  witnesses,  (Captain  Magnire,)  "certainly  Wduldnot 
exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars." 

This  order,  as  it  appeared  before  the  commiltee,  was  al- 
tered after  it  was  delivered  to  Powers,  by  adding  to  and 
changing  the  figures,  and  also  by  adding  at  least  one  new  , 
item,  (twenty-five  boxes  can  fruits,)  to  such  an  extent  thai 
the  invoice  on  the  purchase  of  the  articles  In  St.  fjouis, 
and  a  permit  for  which  was  granted  by  the  collector, 
amounted  lo  $8,651.  As  a  specimen  of  the  alterations  one 
may  be  referred  to,  that  as  to  brandy.  Thi;  original  order  was 
for  five  gallons;  by  inserting  the  figure  2  before  the  figure 
,5,  and  adding  the  word  "each,"  it  became  , in  order  (.xs 
nine  persons  li.-id  signed  It)  for  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  gallons.  The  alterations  which  the  committee  bflievc, 
from  the  testimony  taken  betort^  them,  lo  have  been  made 
in  the  order,  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  schedule  A  hereto 
annexed,  which  contains  ii  copy  of  the  existing  order,  :in<l 
a  8tHtement  nt  the  foot  tlierr.of  of  the  unielcs  named  In  the 
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origlniil  order  as  nearly  as  the  committee  can  determine 
from  till!  fviileiiee  bt-tbre  llieiu. 

As  to  tlie  Jinestion  by  whom  these  alterations  wero 
inaik',  the  coiniiiittee  relrr  particularly  to  the  depositions 
()(■  Mr.  Powers  and  Jlr.  Howard,  wliicli  are  among  those 
lierawlth  Mibmitted.  Jiidgin?  from  all  the  circum^^tances-, 
ih.v  wer<;  probably  made  lor  the  purpose  of  realizing  a 
pro'tiiable  (-pt^eiilation  under  cover  of  the  original  order, 
riiat  they  were  made  liy  Power.-),  lliere  cannot  from  the 
testimony  be  any  reasonable  doubt. 

.it  tlie  time  the  order  was  delivered  to  Powers,  there 
wn:«noiawor  military  regulation  in  any  way  prohibiting  it. 

'I'lie  commiitee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  and  do  re- 
port, iliat  no  violation  nlhiw  was  committed  In  the  prem- 
ises'hy  Oeneral  Di.air,  and  that  the  original  order  was 
ali'-red  and  falsilied  alter  ilhad  passed  from  Iiis  possession 
ami  control,  iu  the  m;uiner  liereinbefore  stated. 

The  undersigned,  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  for 
liiiiHilf  deems  it  proper  lo  stale  that  the  replies  of  Mr. 
iSLAiii  in  the  Jlouse  lo  the  charges  of  Mr.  McCluro,  all  of 
which  have  been  under  investigation  belbre  the  committee, 
are  not  sustained  by  the  evidence,  except  as  to  his  denial 
of  being  engaged  in  a  liquor  speculation,  and  of  the  gen- 
uinencs.s  of  the  order  in  qiiesiion.  In  this  statement  the 
other  members  of  the  commiuee  do  not  concur — the  mem- 
ber IVom  Iveiitueky  forthe  reason  that  his  conclusions  from 
the  testimony  are  the  opposite  of  those  of  the  chairman; 
and  tlie  member  from  New  York  (who  was  absent  while 
most  of  this  part  of  the  evidence  was  taken)  for  the  reason 
that  he  does  not  consider  the  subject  embraced  in  the  res- 
olution appointing  the  committee,  and  that  they  are  not, 
in  his  judgment,  called  on  to  express  any  opinion  In  regard 
to  it. 

The  committee  having  thus  completed  the  duties  as- 
signed to  them,  respectfully  ask  to  be  discharged  trom  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

WM.  HIOItY,  Chairman. 
BHVTVS  J.  CLAY. 
JOHN  V.  L.  PliUYN. 

SOUEDULE    A. 

Copy  of  the  aider  referred  to   after   the   altcraliouK   had 
been  made. 
Headquarters  Second  UiviaioN 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Near  Vicksddrg,  Miss.,  Jizuc  3,  1663. 
We  the  undersigned  otTieers  authorize  Michael  Powers 
to  procure  for  our  own  use  the  following  articles,  to  wit  : 
Twenty-five  gallons    brandy,  each ;   thirty-live  gallons 
whisky,  each  ;  twenty-five  half  barrels  ale,  each  ;  twenty- 
four  boxes   Catawba ;     twenty-four   boxes  claret,  good ; 
thirty  boxes   Havana  cigars;   two  dozen   bottles  Ucdver's 
bitters,  (genuine;)  twenty  boxes  (Charles  Farre)  cliam- 
pagne;    four  .5-pound   bales    Virginia  smoking  tobacco; 
twenty-five  boxes  canned  I'ruiLs. 

FKANK  P.  CLAIK,  Major  General 

Commanding  '2d  Division  loth  Jirmy  Corjn. 
R.  N.  JOEL,  Captain  and  .3.  Q.  M. 
AUDKN  }f.  SMITH,  Captain  and  C.  S. 
LOGAN  TOMPKINS,  .dul-de-camp. 
GKORGE  A.  MAGCIWE.  Aid  decamp. 
W.  iOP,l,,  Fir$t  Liev.lcnant  \Mh  Missouri  Cav. 
VV.  D.  GKEKN,  Major  and  A.  Ji.  G. 
E.  (;.  FUANKLIN, 

Stir^eon  U.  S.  V.  and  Dirision  Snrgcon. 
M.  A.  DOYLE,  Md-de-camp. 

List  of  articles  ill  the  order  when  the  sanf.  »■««  signed. 

Five  gallons  brandy  ;  five  gallons  whisky;  five  half  bar- 
rels ale;  six  boxes  Catawba;  six  boxes  claret,  good; 
three  boxes  Havana  cigars;  two  dozen  bottles  Boker's 
bitters,  (genuine  ;)  two  bovcK  (Charles  Farre)  champagne  ; 
one  (perhaps  four)  5-pouiid  bales  Virginia  smoking  to- 
bacco. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  desire  to  submit 
a  few  observations  upon  tliis  report. 

Tiie  SPEAKER.  No  debate  is  in  o--der,  un- 
less the  motion  to  hiy  on  the  table  is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  JNlissouri.  It  is  a  very  import- 
ant question  to  me. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  I  suppose  it  is  proper  that  this 
report  should  first  be  printed,  and  then  in  some 
way  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  and  con- 
sidered subsequently.  1  would  not  haveattempted 
to  introduce  the  report  at  this  time  at  all  had  it 
not  been  unde/stood  that  no  debate  was  to  arise 
upon  it  to-day.  The  gentleman  lias  been  excul- 
pated by  the  committee,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
la  time  now  to  go  into  a  long  debate  upon  this 
question.  1  therefore  decline  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BLAIR.,  of  iVlissouri.  I  will  say  to  the 
House  that  I  do  not  propose  to  remain  here  a  great 
while  longer,  and  it  is  important  to  me,  if  I  am  to 
be  allowed  to  innke  any  remarks  upon  this  sub- 
ject, that  I  should  have  the  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing them  now.  1  do  not  think  the  House  will 
decline  lo  grant  me  this  courtesy,  and  I  ask  the 
gentleman  again  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay 
u[)0ii  the  table.  I  do  not  expect  to  reinuin  in  the 
House  even  until  the  report  can  be  jirinted.and  1 
shall  therefore  have  no  opportunity  to  make  any 
remarks  upon  this  matter  unless  it  is  given  lo  me 
now  by  the  courlesy  of  the  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  When  I  yielded  the  floor  to 
allow  tliis  report  to  Ix;  madu  it  wa.s  with  the  dis- 
liiici  ur.derstaiidiug  that  it  should  not  occupy  the 


lime  of  the  House.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri will  perceive  at  once  that  if  this  matter  opens 
it  will  consume  the  whole  day;  his  colleague  will 
of  cot  .se  require  as  much  time  as  will  be  occu- 
pied by  the  gentleman  himself.  1  therefore  re- 
new iriy  motion,  that  the  House  re.solve  it.self  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  now  before  the 
House  is  by  the  gentleman  from  California,  that 
this  report  be  priiilod  and  laid  upon  the  tal)lc. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  1  desire  to  tsay  that 
I  i\o  uot  suppose  before  in  the  history  of  Con- 
gress so  extraordinary  a  courxe  bn.s  been  insisted 
upon  involving  personal  rights  of  a  member. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  MaryUiid.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  have  no  special  connection  with  this  mat- 
ter at  all.  It  is  due  to  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri, respecting  whom  such  a  report  has  been 
made,  and  which  having  been  made  will  be  pub- 
lished and  commented  upon  in  the  papers,  that 
he  should  be  indulged  in  remarks  upon  it.  I  can- 
not conceive  how,  in  propriety,  after  allowing  the 
report  to  be  made,  we  can  refuse  the  courtesy  he 
now  asks  at  our  hands. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  1  understand  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  any  one  member  to  object;' that  unani- 
mous consent  is  required  for  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  to  proceed,  without  my  motion.  I  pre- 
fer, therefore,  to  leave  it  to  the  House,  and  with- 
draw the  motion  to  lay  it  u[)on  the  table. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am 
as  loth  as  any  other  member  to  consume  the  time 
so  necessary  for  the  public  business,  but  the  use 
which  has  been  made  of  this  affaii-  is  of  such  an 
extraordinary  character^  so  malicious  and  unjust 
to  me,  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  appeal  to 
my  fellow-members  for  the  privilege  of  making 
a  few  observations,  and  to  ask  their  indulgent  at- 
tention at  tliis  time. 

It  is  shown  by  the  report  which  has  just  been 
read  in  your  hearing,  that  when  this  "  forgery" 
was  committed  I  was  in  the  service  of  the  country, 
and  ill  the  trenches  before  Vicksburg,  using  my 
utn^ost  efforts  for  the  preservation  of  our  country 
and  lo  beat  down  its  eneiTiies.  When  it  was 
made  public  and  circulated  far  and  wide  in  the 
newspapers  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  my  rep- 
utation, 1  was  again  absent  from  my  home  and  in 
command  of  the  fifteenth  Army  corps,  leading  its 
gallant  soldiers  on  the  march  from  Memphis  to 
Chattanooga  lo  share  in  that  memorable  conflict 
whicli  drove  Bragg  from  his  stronghold  on  the 
heights  of  Lookout  mountain  and  Missionary 
ridge,  and  afterwards  to  the  relief  of  our  belea- 
guered army  at  Knoxvillc. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  regarded  as  indelicate  or 
improperfor  me,  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
I  have  been  placed  by  this  gross  and  unjust  as- 
persion and  the  consequences  which  followed,  to 
allude  lo  the  fact  that  1  was  assigned  to  that  com- 
mand by  General  Sherman,  whose  corps  it  was, 
until  he  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the 
army  and  department  of  the  Tennessee,  and  thai 
after  thatmost  eventful  campaign  of  marches  and 
battle's,  as  glorious  as  any  recorded  in  our  mili- 
tary annals,  I  was  complimented  in  general  or- 
ders, and  received  the  thanks  of  my  commanding 
general  for  the  manner  in  which  I  had  handled  the 
corps;  yet,  at  the  end  of  that  campaign,  I  found 
myself  superseded  in  the  command. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  allegation  which  had  been  made 
against  mc,  when  absent  and  in  the  service,  had 
been  true,  it  would  have  formed  a  just  ground 
for  my  removal.  1  should  have  been  unfit  to  com- 
inand  any  portion  of  the  gallant  and  patriotic 
troops  of  my  country. 

Finding  myself  superseded  in  a  command  of 
which  I  was  so  justly  proud,  and  unconscious  of 
having  committed  any  offense  which  should  have 
subjected  me  to  such  a  mortification,  I  came  here 
to  resume  my  seat  in  this  House,  to  which  I  had 
been  returned  by  a  confiding  constituency,  and 
which  I  had  left  eighteen  months  before,  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  Administration,  to  raise  and 
command  troops  for  the  defense  of  the  country. 
But  the  maligniiy  of  those  who  had  originated 
and  propagated  this  atrocious  slander  against  mc 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  humiliation  I  had  suf- 
fered in  the  loss  of  my  command;  it  pursued  me 
into  this  House.  The  House  will  remember  the 
occasion  when  a  member  from  my  own  State 
arose  and  reiieraied  this  calumny.  I  repelled  it 
at  liie  limo  in  language  decorouH  nnd  parliament- 


ary, so  far  as  the  member  himself  was  con- 
cerned, not  knowing  butthathehad  been  misled 
by  those  who  had  originated  and  circulated  the 
slander,  but  at  the  same  time  denouncing  it  as  a 
forgery,  perpetrated  by  a  person  in  the  ernploy 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  uttered  and  put  in 
circulation  by  a  special  agent  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  who  had  himself  since  admitted  thai 
the  order  was  altered  and  was  therefore  a  forgery, 
and  that  it  was  printed  in  a  nev/spaper  which  was 
pensioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  gentleman,  or,  rather,  the  member  who  made 
that  allegation  at  that  time,  having  my  denial  be- 
fore him,  having  the  iylmission  of  the  Treasurj' 
agent,  Bonner,  having  the  published  declaration 
of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of  St.  Louis,  Mr. 
Howard,  pronouncing  it  a  forgery,  and  also  hav- 
ing the  )3aper  in  his  hand  which  showed  palpably 
upon  its  face  that  it  had  been  altered,  came  into 
this  House  to  renew  that  allegation  upon  a 
subsequent  occasion,  and  with  iIhiI  coarseness 
and   brutality  which  is  characteristic  of  vulgar 

minds 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri is  out  of  order.  The  Chair  will  have  the 
rule  read.  The  Chair  will  sustain  the  rules  of 
the  House  in  regard  to  the  language  used  by  any 
member  upon  this  floor. 
The  Clerk  read  the  rule,  as  follows: 
"61.  If  any  member,  in  speaking  orotherwise,  transgress 
the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  member 
may,  call  to  order;  in  which  case  the  member  so  called  to 
order  shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless  permitted  to  ex- 
plain ;  and  the  House  stiall,  if  appealed  to,  decide  on  the 
case,  but  without-debate:  if  there  be  no  appeal,  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair  shall  be  submitted  to.  If  the  decision  be 
in  I'avor  of  the  member  called  to  order,  he  shall  be  at  lib- 
erty to  proceed  ;  if  otherwise,  he  sliall  not  be  permitted  to 
proceed,  in  case  any  member  object,  without  leave  of  the 
House;  and  if  the  case  require  it,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the 
censure  of  the  House." 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  1  regret  the  use  of 
the  language  here 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  un- 
der that  rule  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  is  out 
of  order.  The  Chair  is  placed  here  by  the  House 
to  enforce  its  rule  in  regard  to  personalities;  and 
the  gentleman  cannot  proceed  unless  permitted 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  BLAl  R,  of  Missouri.     I  desire  lo  explain. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  1  move  the 
gentleman  be  permitted  to  proceed  in  order. 

Leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  regret  that  I  em- 
ployed the  language  I  did  in  the  presence  of  the 
House.  I  desire  also  to  say  that  I  regretted,  and 
do  now  regret,  using  the  language  I  was  impelled, 
by  a  feeling  of  natural  indignation,  lo  use  upon  a 
former  occasion  in  the  presence  of  Ike  House. 

1  say,  sir,  that  this  member  was  not  content  to 
reassert  the  charge  against  me  of  having  violated 
the  laws  of  the  country,  and  of  prostituting  the 
office  I  held  in  the  service  of  the  country  for  the 
purpose  of  speculation,  but  he  did  it  in  an  insult- 
ing and  irritating  manner,  and  made  every  effort 
lo  provoke  me,  in  the  manner  in  which  he  brought 
it  lo  the  attention  of  the  House;  and  upon  that 
occasion,  I  say  again,  I  felt  myself  so  indignant 
at  the  charge  made,  and  at  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  made  by  that  member,  that  I  found  it  im- 
possible lo  restrain  myself,  and  used  language  for 
which  I  am  willing  to  apologize  to  the  Housn, 
but  for  which  I  shall  never  apologize  to  him. 

Sir,  he  had  the  forged  order  photographed  and 
brought  it  thus  prepared  for  circulation  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  and  proclaimed  that  he  waa 
ready  to  distribute  them,  and  that  others  could  be 
had  chea|)ly  at  the  photographing  establishment 
at  which  it  svas  taken.  I  do  not  know  where  that 
photograph  was  made — whether  it  was  in  the 
Treasury  Department  or  not.  I  believe  they  have 
machinery  of  that  kind  there.  It  is  not  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  world  in  which  the  fine 
arts  hrvve  been  jirostiluted  to  this  base  and  igno- 
ble purpose,  that  of  perpetuating  and  dissemina- 
ting counterfeits.  1  congratulate  myself,  how- 
ever, that  while  the  art  of  photographing  has 
been  applied  to  such  jiurposes,  it  has  also  been 
made  useful  in  the  detection  of  the  rogues,  crim- 
inals, and  counterfeiters  who  have  basely  prosti- 
tuted the  art.  You  can  find,  sir,  in  any  of  the  po- 
lice offices  of  the  country  a  "  rogue's  gallery,"  in 
which  the  eftlgiesof  those  eminent  for  their  crimes 
and  rascalities  are  exposed  for  the  purpose  of  rec- 
ognition and  detection.  I  intend,  following  that 
suggestion,  to  enlarge  upon  the  idea.     I  wiii  hav« 
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that  "  order"  rephotographed,  and  I  will  have  it 
decorated  and  garnished  with  the  portraits  of  tiie 
forgers  and  disseminators  of  the  forgery,  so  as  to 
perf)etuate  their  memories  and  villainies  in  con- 
nection with  this  specimen  of  their  art. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  follow  these 
men  wlio  have  been  guilty  of  this  baseness  to- 
ward me  any  further.  These  dogs  have  been 
set  on  me  by  their  master,  and  since  I  have 
whipped  them  back  into  their  kennel  I  mean  to 
hold  their  master  responsible  for  this  outrage 
and  not  the  curs  who  have  been  set  upon  me. 
Tlie  evidence,  sir,  shows  that  this  forgery  was 
made  public  by  a  Treasury  agent  who  knew  at 
the  time  that  he  made  it  public  that  I  h.-^d  no  in- 
terest whateverin  the  goodscovered  by  the  order; 
who  knew  it  so  well  that  the  goods  having  been 
seized  he  turned  them  over  to  their  proper  owner, 
because  there  was  no  ground  for  their  seizure  and 
confiscation.  He  turned  them  over  to  the  man 
who  appeared  on  the  paper  to  own  them, and  yet 
he  retained  in  Iiis  hand  this  paper,  to  which  he 
had  no  right,  and  gave  it  out  for  publication  afier 
I  had  been  assailed  in  the  newspapers  of  my 
city  for  speculating  in  this  whisky.  He  gave 
it  out  for  pul)lication  after  he  knew  the  facts  of 
the  case  and  had  had  his  attention  called  to  them, 
because  1  had  attacked  Mr.  Chase  in  a  speech  in 
St.  Louis  and  assailed  his  trade  regulations.  So, 
sir,  if  any  officer  of  the  Army,  or  any  member 
of  Congress,  or  any  gentleman  feelssufficient  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  and  in  llie  honest  conduct 
of  public  business  toassail  in  a  publicspeech  its 
management  in  the  Treasury  and  the  operation 
of  Treasury  regulations,  he  lays  himself  open 
to  assaults  from  the  Secretary  «f  the  Treasury 
and  all  the  hounds  and  dogs  that  he  can  set  upon 
him,  and  he  is  to  be  hunted  and  dragged  down  by 
false  charges  and  by  forgery. 

It  is  for  the  House  to  decide  whether  one  of  its 
members,  in  the  face  of  the  facts  which  were 
brought  to  his  knowledge  when  he  first  made 
these  charges  on  this  floor,  shall  be  permitted  to 
reiterate  in  a  rrianner  so  gross  and  offensive  that 
which  he  utterly  failed  to  substantiate  when  put 
to  the  test,  and  escape  without  censure.  It  is  for 
the  members  of  the  House  to  decide  whether  such 
a  person  is  worthy  of  association  with  them  or 
not. 

When  I  resumed  mjfcseat  in  this  House,  I  felt 
myself  constrained  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  my  con- 
stitutents  to  ask  for  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
manner  in  which  the  "  regulations  of  trade"  with 
the  States  in  insurrection  have  been  carried  out  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  But  it  seems  that 
the  Secretary's  frietids  had  not  the  same  con- 
fidence in  a  committee  of  Congress^  as  I  have 
shown,  for  when  I  asked  for  a  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  charges  which  had  been  made  against 
the  Secretary,  of  sacrificing  a  yast  public  interest 
to  advance  his  ambition,  his  friends  upon  this 
floor  refused  it,  and  1  was  assailed  in  all  the  news- 
papers of  the  country  with  having  made  that  al- 
legation against  the  Secretary  because  lie  had 
stopped  my  "  liquor  speculation." 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  to  say  that  when 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  advanced  to 
his  present  position,  although  my  good  wishes 
were  worth  nothing  to  him  at  the  time,  yet  he  had 
them.  I  was  in  favor  of  his  appointment.  As  a 
matter  of  course  that  was  of  very  little  conse- 
quence 80 far  as  his  appointment  was  concerned, 
yet  it  is  a  fact  well  known.  It  is  of  consequence 
simply  so  far  as  it  shows  that  1  was  not  inimical 
at  that  time  to  the  Secretary.  The  reason  of  my 
change  of  sentiment  toward  him  was  that  I  under- 
stood that  he  had  authorized  the  mayor  of  Balti- 
more to  proclaim  on  the  streets  of  that  city  on  the 
19th  of  April  that  he  was  in  favor  of  letting  the 
States  in  rebellion  "go  in  peace,"  and  because  I 
also  took  this  impression  from  the  tenor  of  his 
conversation  that  it  was  his  opinion  and  wish  that 
they  should  be  allowed  to  go  in  peace.  1  under- 
stood the  same  thing  from  the  publications  made 
by  newspapers  in  his  own  State  which  were  re- 
garded as  expressing  hia  sentiments.  The  alle- 
gation was  made  that  such  was  his  position,  and 
It  was  never  denied  by  him.  It  was  accepted  as 
a  fact  by  all. 

I  know,  and  he  will  not  deny  his  loritlen  and  re- 
corded opinion,  that  he  was  ofiposed  to  the  rein- 
forcement of  Fort  Sumter.  i  knew  that  after 
Fort  Sumter  had  fallen  he  had  opposed  the  call- 
ing; out  of  a  hugi:  ttnil  sufficient  force  to  put  down 


the  rebellion,  and  although  he  and  others  of  the 
men  of  his  party  and  my  party  then  (but  I  hold 
no  party  relations  then  or  now  with  peace  men) 
were  compelled  by  the  war  cry  that  went  up  after 
the  fall  ofSumter  to  abandon  apparently  their  peace 
position.  Yet  Mr.  Chase,  1  soon  found,  never 
really  abandoned  his  determination  to  cut  oif  the 
southern  S.tates.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  en- 
deavored to  work  out,  by  another  programme, 
the  very  thing  he  was  then  in  favor  of  doing — of 
letting  the  South  go.  He  is  now  for  making  them 
go,  so  far  as  their  condition  as  States  is  con- 
cerned. He  is  unwilling  that  they  should  ever 
return  to  interfere  with  his  presidential  aspira- 
tions. 

Why,  sir,  it  was  perfectly  understood  in  the 
second  session — the  long  session — of  the  last  Con- 
gress, that  he  favored  the  annihilation  of  the  State 
governments  of  the  South.  His  friends  in  both 
Houses  made  that  proposition;  those  who  had 
the  most  intimate  relations  with  him  in  both 
Houses  made  that  proposition.  And  it  is  pressed 
in  this  House  again  this  winter  in  a  disguised  and 
insidious  form,  and  under  the  pretentious  title  of 
"reconstruction,"  buj.  which  is  in  fact  intended 
for  the  destruction  of  those  States;  but  this  being 
the  very  crime  of  which  the  rebels  in  arms  are 
guilty,  and  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Ashley]  charges  upon  them,  it  is  thought  con- 
venient to  give  the  operation  another  name.  The 
bill  reported  by  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis,]  representing  the  com- 
mittee on  the  rebellious  States,  which,  by  the 
way,  is  composed  to  a  considerable  extent  of  the 
Pomeroy  private  circular  committee,  for  I  un- 
derstand that  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Davis,]  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ashley,]  and  from  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  Blow,]  are  members  of  both  these 
committees,  is  a  bill  which  could  very  properly 
have  come  from  the  Pomeroy  committee.  It  is 
a  bill  which  should  have  been  entitled  "a  bill 
for  the  permanent  dissolution  of  the  Union,  to  dis- 
franchise the  whites  and  enfranchise  the  negroes, 
to  prevent  any  of  the  States  from  coming  back  in 
time  to  vote  forMr.  Lincoln  for  President, and  to 
promote  the  ambition  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury."  It  is  a  bill  which  requires  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  for  the  readmission  o,f  any  pf 
these  States  to  the  Union. 

The  gentlemen  proceed  in  their  disfranchising 
bill  upon  the  pretext  that  the  usurpation  of  the 
rebels  for  the  hour  has  destroyed  the  States,  or 
that  the  forces  of  the  United  States  senf.  to  drive 
out  and  overthrow  the  rebel  power  which  held 
the  Slate  and  national  Governments  in  the  South 
alike  in  abeyance,  are  to  be  considered  conquer- 
ing forces,  extinguishing  the  local  constitutions 
the  nation  is  bound  to  guaranty.  Looking  to  the 
root  of  the  matter,  the  cause  of  all  our  disasters, 
proves  that  instead  of  considering  the  State  gov- 
ernments abolished.  Congress  vi'^ould  best  perform 
its  functions  by  amending  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  itself,  so  as  to  eradicate  slavery  from 
our  whole  system.  This  simple  remedy  \yhich  can 
be  attained  by  adhering  to  the  forms  of  the  Consti- 
tution itself,  supersedes  the  revolutionary  schemes 
of  those  who  would  convert  the  States  into  Ter- 
ritories and  assert  absolutism  over  them  in  regard 
to  their  future  admission  into  the  Union.  The 
founders  of  the  Government  saw  the  lurking  evil 
in  admitting  the  slave-tolerating  clause  in  the 
Constitution;  they  foretold  its  fatal  tendency. 
Our  present  Chief  Magistrate,  before  he  was 
thought  of  for  the  place  he  held,  predicted  that 
this  Government  "could  notendure  permanently 
half  free  and  half  slave."  Andean  there  be  abet- 
ter solution  of  the  danger  than  that  furnished  by 
the  Senate's  bill  incorporating  Jefferson's  ordi- 
nance of  freedom  with  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
nation?  Isit  not  better  than  disfranchising  States 
and  robbing  loyal  men  of  their  rights,  putting 
them  on  a  footing  with  rebels  already  disfran- 
chised by  their  bloody  treason?  Our  soldiers  in- 
voke the  loyal  citizens  of  the  South  to  join  their 
ranks,  and  patriots  everywhere  would  call  on  the 
loyalists  of  the  South  to  renew  the  glorious  asso- 
ciation of  free  States  of  the  North  and  South  by 
joining  with  its  armed  deliverers  in  the  reelection 
of  the  man  who  first  organized  free  governijient 
over  our  whole  country,  and  has  thus  earned  the 
high  privilege  of  inaugurating  the  renewed  and 
most  auspicious  career  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  dislike  to  interrupt  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  but  if  we  are  to  have  all 


these  questions  discussed   upon  a  personal   ex- 

Flanation  this  discussion  will  lake  a  week's  time, 
am  therefore  constrained  to  raise  the  question 
that  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  are  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  will  say  tji  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  that  I  am  simply  en- 
deavoring to  show  the  motives  which  caused  me 
to  oppose  Mr.  Chase,  and  which  opposition  on 
my  part  caused  him  to  retort  upon  me  by  an  as- 
sault upon  my  character  and  reputation  by  the 
forgeries  committed  and  disseminated  by  his  un- 
derstrappers. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  sustains  the  ques- 
tion of  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont. 
The  debate  upon  the  report  of  the  special  com- 
mittee must  be  confined  to  the  subjects  of  that 
report.  That  report  nowhere  refers  to  the  Secre-i 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  and  it  is  not  in  order,  there- 
fore, to  continue  the  line  of  remark  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  is  indulging  in. 

Mr.  FENTON.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri win  permit  me  to  remark  that  unless  it  is 
entirely  inconsistent  with  his  convenience  it  would 
accommodate  the  business  of  the  House  very 
much  if  he  would  postpone  his  explanation  until 
some  other  day.  1  would  suggest,  therefore,  that 
he  allow  this  matter  to  go  over  for  a  few  daya, 
and  let  us  now  proceed  v/ith  the  public  business. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  that  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  is  to  leave  the  city  this  evening. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  was  not  aware  of  that.  I 
of  course,  then,  withdraw  my  proposition. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri will  proceed  in  order,  but  he  must  confine 
his  remarks  to  the  report  of  the  special  committee. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  will  endeavor  to 
confine  myself  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  and 
I  think  I  shall  show  before  I  have  concluded  that 
what  I  have  been  saying  is  pertinent  to  that  re- 
port, and  is  a  reason  why  it  should  be  printed. 
I  do  not  suppose  the  Chair  desires  to  dictate  to  ' 
me  what  line  of  argument  I  shall  pursue. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  confine  the  discussion  upon  the  report  of  the 
special  committee  to  the  subject  of  that  report;  and 
the  Chair  will  say  that  he  cannq;.  allow  any  such 
latitude  of  debate  as  the  gentleman  has  indulged 
in.  The  decision  of  the  Chair  is  of  course  sub- 
ject to  reversal  by  the  House.  He  thinks  that 
if  the  line  of  remark  of  the  gentleman  could  be 
regarded  as  pertinent  to  the  report  there  is  no 
subject  whatever  connected  with  the  war  that 
could  not  be  discussed  upon  that  report. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  aay  that  I  am 
endeavoring  to  show  why  this  attack  has  been 
made,  and  1  think  that  is  competent  in  discussing 
this  report. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  conduct  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  was  not  referred  to  the  se- 
lect committee,  and  has  not  been  reported  upon 
by  them. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  The  report  dis- 
tinctly shows  that  this  attack  was  made  upon  me 
because  of  my  opposition  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  that  this  was  the  cause  of  the  personal 
attack  which  has  been  made  upon  me.  The  case 
is  precisely  similar  to  that  made  before  the  com- 
mittee on  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  which  will 
be  found  in  their  whitewashing  report.  Fremont 
said  that  I  quarreled  with  him  because  he  would 
not  give  a  contract  to  my  friends.  I  showed  that 
the  contract  was  actually  made  upon  his  order, 
over  his  own  signature. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  again  thinks  that 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  are 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  BLXIR,  of  Missouri.  This  attack  was 
made  upon  me  for  the  same  reason,  and  with  the 
same  motive,  because  I  had  assailed  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  regard  to  his  trade  regulations. 
It  was  retorted  on  me  that  I  was  a  dishonest  man, 
and  that  I  was  mad  at  his  regulations  because 
they  deprived  me  of  opportunity  for  whisky  spec- 
ulation, and  this  was  done  by  a  man  in  office,  re- 
tained by  Mr.  Chase  in  office  ever  since,  and  who 
will  probably  be  retained  for  this  very  service. 

1  have  already  adverted  to  the  motives  which 
led  me  to  separate  from  Mr.  Chase.  I  had  in- 
tended to  make  some  further  remarks,  but  inas- 
much as  the  Speaker  has  ruled  them  out  of  order, 
and  I  have  been  compelled  so  often  this  morning 
to  appeal  to  the  House  to  give  me  permission  to 
speak,  1  will  not  follow  that  point  further. 
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1  made  the  allegation  in  the  House  the  other 
day  that  I  could  prove  frnuds  and  corruptions  in 
the  trade  bef/^een  the  insurrectionary  States,  and 
I  asked  an  opportunity  to  do  so  and  I  was  re- 
lusit).  Tiie  organ  of  the  Treasury  Department 
in  this  House,  the  distinguished  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  JVleans  [Mr.  Ste- 
vens]  

IVlr.  JULIAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  permit 
nie  to  make  a  stpternent. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.     What  about? 

Mr.  JULIAN.     In  legurd  to  this  question. 

The  SPEAKER.     Does  the  gentloman  yield  ? 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  1  wish  to  remind  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Chnse 
did  agree  to  refer  the  question  of  his  alleged  mis- 
conduct to  a  committee  of  both  Houses  specially 
charged  with  the  duty  of  in  vestigaling  all  con- 
tracts growing:  out  of  this  war. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  What  had  those 
trade  reguLuions  t.o  do  wiih  contracts  growing 
out  of  liie  war  .>  [Laughter.]  Yes,  sir,  and  1  was 
going  to  say  so  myself.  I  wa.s  going  to  say  what 
the  gentleman  Una  said  so  much  better  than  1 
could;  and  it  was  done  on  the  motion  of  the  dis- 
tinguisiied  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr 
Stevens,]  who  represents  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury  in  this  House.  From  that  I  should 
judge  it  was  done  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  hirnself. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  know  by  what  au- 
thority the  gentleman  says  that  I  represent  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  You  representthe 
comtnittee  of  finance  in  this  House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  But  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  does  not  represent  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  It  represents  the 
Treasury  Department  in  this  House. 

Mr  STEVENS.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri does  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  injustice 
by  saying  that  1  represent  in  any  manner  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  aiin  sorry  that  I 
have  done  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania any  injustice.  It  lool:ed  so  to  me  at  the 
time. 

Mr.  Sneaker,  I  regretted  more  still  tliat  the 
motion  should  have  been  proposed — after  the  fail- 
ure of  the  motion  of  tiie  gentleinan  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Stevens] — by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfield,]  from  the  Secretary's  own 
State,  a  gentleman  who  distinguished  himself 
here  and  in  the  field,  and  from  whom  1  had  hoped 
fairness  and  justice  toward  me.  The  motion  car- 
ried. It  would  not  have  been  made  at  all  had  it 
not  been  foreseen  that  tl\e  special  committee  which 
I  asked  would  have  carried  when  it  came  up  in 
Its  regular  order,  and  of  which  1  had  given  notice, 
it  was  to  forestall  me  from  giving  it  any  direction 
of  that  kind,  to  prevent  my  having  control  of  the 
inquiry  according  to  parliamentary  rule.  It  was 
against  parliamentary  rule  to  take  a  subject  of 
that  kind  out  of  the  hands  of  those  favorable  to 
the  investigation. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  per- 
mit me  to  interrupt  him. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.'  I  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman with  pleasure. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suppose  the  gentlemnii  re- 
fers to  the  resolution  1  introduced. 

Mr.  BL.MR,  of  iMi.ssouii.     I  did. 

Mr.  Sl'EVElN.S.  1  introduced  that  resolution, 
1  will  say  frntikly,  in  order  to  secure  an  impar- 
tial inve.sciguiion.  I  did  not  think,  afi«r  what  the 
nenileman  had  said,  th.a  he  was  a  fit  per.son  to 
nil  us  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  BLAI  R,  of  Missouri.  Ptirliainentary  law 
looks  at  that  differently.  I  may  not  bo  n  fit  judge, 
i)Ut  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  any  controversy 
iin  that  subject,  and  do  not  give  niyselfthc  slight- 
ent  concern  as  to  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
tVom  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens]  in  regard  to 
my  fitness  or  unfitness  for  such  a  position. 

But  the  parlirtmeniary  law  is  didfuent.  It  con- 
fides every  Bul)ject  to  thoHe  who  are  in  favor  of 
,ip1  inquiry,  and  it  says  definitely  that  those  who 
liave  exfiresHi'd  themselvea  against  the  thing 
uiight,  when  they  are  appoinii'd  on  the  committee, 
to  retire  from  the  coinmiiiee;  and  yet  the  mein- 
liers  of  the  committee,  to  which  llie  geiillemM/i 
fioin    Pe.nnsylvRnia    ref''ired    ihi.s    maitei,   went 


against  that  resolution  of  mine.  And  after  the 
members  of  that  committee  had  voted  against  the 
matter  itself,  they  ought  to  have  declined  to  act, 
tinder  parliamentary  law. 

But  the  subject  was  sent  to  that  coinmittee,  an 
impartial  committee.  Well,  sir,  if  you  will  look 
at  their  report  in  the  case  of  Fremont,  you  will 
find  that  two  of  the  members  of  that  committee 
in  this  House  refused  to  sanction  that  whitwash- 
ing  report,  for  the  reason  that  the  evidence  of 
material  witnesses  was  wanting  before  that  com- 
mittee.    Here  is  what  they  say: 

As  the  testimony  whicli  tlie  committee  submit  in  relation 
to  the  Western  department  i.s  so  iiu  onipl<'te,  llie  tesliinony 
Diso  mauywilnessesdeeined  maiiTial  li.v  llie  whole  commit- 
tee liciiig  wanting,  the  iindcrsigned  decline  to  coiicuriu  tlie 
nlinve  report, and  for  llieuiselve=  preCer  to  s^ulimit  the  testi- 
mony witlioMt  comment.  D.  VV.  GOOCH, 
M.  F.  ODELL; 

This  is  the  impartial  committee  that  made  the 
finding  in  the  Fremont  case — whitewashed  him — 
to  which  the  matter  in  reference  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  to  be  submitted  in  preference 
to  a  committee  which  would  have  been  formed  by 
the  honorable  Speaker  of  ihi-s^House  ttpon  my 
resi>lution.  This  is  tfie  committee  which  rej)orted 
in  favor  of  Fremont,  when  two  members  of  it 
came  in  heri;  and  said  to  the  House  that  the  evi- 
dence of  wilne.'sses  which  had  not  been  brought 
before  the  committee  was  so  important  that  they 
could  not  concur  in  the  report.  This  is  the  im- 
partial committee  in  which  the  friends  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  theTreasury  wish  to  bury  his  delinquen- 
cies and  hide  the  frnuds  of  his  agents  and  partisans 
who  are  plundering  the  Government;  a  commit- 
tee which  refuses  to  take  the  evidence  "  of  so 
viany  witnesses  deemed  material  by  the  whole  com- 
mittee !"  and  yet  feels  itself  constrained  to  white- 
wash the  presidential  aspirant  of  its  own  party 
on  trial  before  them!  Mr.  Cluise  and  his  friends 
have  reason  to  prefer  this  committee. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  do  it  becatifc-e  1  propose  to  confine  the  gentleman 
who  shall  an.swer  him  to  a  more  stringent  and 
rigid  adherence  to  the  rules.  My  point  is  that 
the  course  of  tlie  gentleman's  remarks  is  not  per- 
tinent to  the  report  made  by  theselectcommittee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gen- 
tleman is  not  in  order  in  the  rcinarks  he  has  made; 
and  as  lie  has  leave  of  the  House,  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Wash- 
bcrne,]  to  proceed  in  order,  he  must  confine  him- 
self to  the  report  of  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  1  propose  to  do 
that. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  what  the  gentle- 
man has  been  doing. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Now,  sir,  since  it 
is  not  in  order  to  refer  to  that  committee  I  will 
say  that  I  think  it  already  disposed  of  in  that 
brief  report  of  the  two  dissenting  members,  and 
therefore  I  leave  the  point,  sitnply  saying  that 
the  whitewashing  that  was  pixt  upoti  General  Fre- 
mont has  dropped  off.  A  more  impartial  com- 
mittee, in  the  shape  of  a  court-martial,  afterwards 
sat  in  Missouri,  tried  his  accomplice  loracts  done 
by  his  order  and  under  his  authority,  and  cash- 
iered him  from  the  Army.  I  refer  to  the  court- 
martial  in  the  case  of  Major  McKinstry,  the 
"friend"  and  qtiartcrmaster  of  Fremont  while  he 
was  in  Missouri. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  fromMissouri 
is  not  in  order.  The  gentleman  must  ))roceed  in 
order  or  he  must  discontinue  his  remarks.  The 
point  of  order  as  to  the  latitude  of  debate  has  not 
been  made  by  the  Chair  but  by  a  member  upon 
the  floor. 

Mr.  BL A  I R,  of  Missouri.  I  understand  where 
it  comes  from,  and  I  am  very  sorry  !  cannot  speak 
to  please  certain  gentlemen.  I  am  endeavoring 
to  vindicate  niyselt',  and  1  have  the  permission  of 
the  House  upon  this  occasion  to  speak  upon  that 
report  in  vindication  of  myself. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genilciTian  has  permis- 
sion to  proceed  in  order. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Now,  sir,  the  al- 
legation,outof  revenge  for  which  this  charge  was 
leveled  against  me,  was  that  there  had  been  cor- 
ruption and  fraud  in  the  whole  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi in  these  trade  regulations,  that  these 
agents  were  selling  permits,  and  I  offered  to  prove 
it.  That  was  refused.  Now  certainly  it  is  not 
out  of  order  for  me  to  show  that  what  1  said  and 
what  I  offered  to  prove  was  true,  luid  to  show 
still  more  conclu.'»ivi»lv  hew  wirocious  it  was  to 


I  make  this  false  charge  against  tne  to  cover  tVaud 
:■  and  malfeasance  in  otfice. 

j  Now,  sir,  since  I  had  the  honor  to  speak  to  the 
\'  House  upon  that  occasion  when  my  committee 
jl  was  refused,  I  have  received  some  letters,  and 
I  here  is  one  which  is  exceedingly  interesting,  dated 
j  Vicksburg,  March  9,  1864.     1  vouch  for  the  iu- 

I  tegrity  and  respectability  of  the  writer. 

I I  Vicksburg,  March  9,  1804. 
Dear  General:  From  appearanees  it  seems  notunliltely 

that  discussion  may  arise  during  tlie  session  respecting  llie 
ciimmeice  of  tlie  Mississippi  valley  and  its  relations  to  tlie 
'J'reasiiry  Uepartincnt.  1  liope  I  may  si.ind  excused  tor 
ofl'eriiig  the  result  ol'  my  otjservations  b<-t\veeii  iMumpliis 
and  New  Orleans. 

.As  I  wrote  yon  before,  the  ostensible  reasons  given  lor 
the  present  interl'erRiice  with  trade  are  two,  namely  ;  first,  to 
prevent  contraband  of  war  reacliini^  tlie  enemy,  and  second, 
to  raise  a  revenue  from  tlie  insurreclionaiy  districts.  No 
onecan  see  more  clearly  than  yourself  the  actual  tenden- 
cies of  the  system.  It  does  not  prevent  tlie  siiuiggliim  of 
contrabands — as  I  am  prepared  to  slioiv — ami  this  method 
of  raising  revenue  is  botli  costly  and  eumlirou*'.  Further, 
the  system,  however  well  meant  in  design,  is  proving  dis- 
astrous ill  practice. 

By  an  unwise  provision  in  the  Treasury  regul;itions,  based 
on  the  confiscation  act,  the  informant  who  libids  any  prod- 
uct belonging  to  the  public  enemy,  is  entitled  to  halt  ilie 
proceeds  of  tlie  sale,  by  tiling  bonds  for  the  amount  in  casi: 
the  owner  should  claim  his  propcMty  throiifzh  oath  or  par- 
don. The  consequence  is  that  the  agents  of  the  'J'rease.iy 
Department  have  abandoned  the  more  legiiiinaie  duties  of 
their  office  for  the  more  profitable  one  of  libeling  cotton, 
which,  if  honestly  carried  out.,  would  include  nineteen 
twentieths  of  all  now  in  these  districts.  It  must  be  appa- 
rent to  you  ihat  these  agents  can,  instead  of  taking  halt',  by 
a  fiction  with  the  aid  of  friendly  perjury,  take  nearly  the 
whole,  wliich,  according  to  my  belief  and  information,  is 
actually  the  practice. 

I  do  but  give  e.vprossioii  to  common  report  when  I  say 
that  the  Treasury  officials  by  means  of  outsiders  are  now 
engaged  in  the  most  gigantic  robberies  of  modern  limes, 
exceeding  the  famous  opeiationa  of  Clive  in  India.  So  tar 
has  this  gone  that  some  ot  them  at  least  are  quarreling 
about  the  spoils.  Judge  Mart  of  iVatcliez  and  iMcDowell 
of  Vicksburg  are  at  tins  moment  disputing  about  six  hun- 
dred bales.  I  grieve  to  say  that  the  Govcriiiiient  is  not 
likely  to  get  its  own  biaween  them.  Indeed,  it  is  reported 
officially  that  less  than  one  hundred  bales  have  been  turned 
over  to  Government  since  July  last.  It  would  be  well  to 
call  for  a  return  of  all  cotton,  &c.,  seiz\jd  and  turm^d  over 
in  this  valley,  'J'be  folly  of  the  present  system  is  seen  also 
in  the  fact  that  abcmt  eight  hundred  horses  and  mules  and 
animals  brought  in  by  the  late  raid  have  been  translened 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  arc  now  dying  for  lack 
of  attention. 

The  chief  evil  is  corruption,  and  it  takes  various  forms. 
Among  others  it  is  known  that  thiriy  and  rtity  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  goods  have  passed  beyond  the  lines  in  one 
day,  duly  "  permitted."  NoilTing  is  mori'  simple  and  easy 
than  to  get  a  '•permit"  to  ship  a  barrel  of  tltnir.  which, 
when  beyond  the  lines,  proves  to  be  a  barrel  ol'pHreiission 
caps,  as  was  actually  the  case  with  five  barrels  "permitted'' 
at  Memphis. 

Tlie  inlluenceof  the  present  Treasury  sysieiii  is  evil  and 
evil  only,  and  the  only  sure,  proper, anil  safe  renu'dy  is  total 
abolition.  The  vast  swarm  of  ofiiciah,  like  locusts,  are 
eating  up  the  revenue.  The  growing  power  and  pauonage 
of  the  Secretary  are,  as  you  are  aware,  being  u-^ej  to  m 
liuence  the  next  presidenti.il  election,  and  the  power  souylit 
to  be  placed  in  his  hands  in  Congress  is  mil  oi  danger. 

I  desire  especially  to  call  \our  alteiiliim  to  the  iraiisfer 
of  all  the  abandoned  property,  iiiclncfing  phmlalions,  lo 
that  Departinent.  Under  that  system  the  Treasury  has 
overturned  the  wholesome  regime  adopted  by  .\djiitanl 
General  Thomas,  and  is  now  tanning  out  its  privileges 
without  reference  to  law  or  ecojiomy.  A  tax  has  been  im- 
posed on  all  cotton  raised  by  free  labor,  without  authority 
Irom  Congress.  The  condilion  of  the  vast  number  of  col- 
ored people  is  rapidly  becoming  worse  under  this  rule.  [ 
cannot  but  regard  it  as  an  aniunaly  to  place  the  leasing  and 
working  of  abandoned  planlations  in  the  revenue  depart- 
ment. It  is  essentially  a  martial  afl'air,  with  a  political, 
civil,  and  philanthropic  side;  and  would,  ihen.'l'ore,  have 
been  more  properly  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior; or  if  it  is  contemplated  lo  establish  a  Bureau  of 
Agriculture,  the  freedmen's  alfairs  would  legitimately  be- 
long to  it.  You  can  determine  the  tendencies  of  this  latter 
ineiisure  lately  under  considiTation. 

From  the  vast  influx  of  negroes  now  coming  into  our 
lines,  it  has  become  iinpera>ive  to  establish  some  thorougli 
and  comprehensive  system  for  their  disposal.  Tiiey  como 
with  the  arinii.'s,  and  are  at  once  incumbrances  and  pesti- 
lence. Any  system  must  contemplate  for  them  a  govern- 
ment of  force  and  military  proteciioii.  The  Army,  with 
its  organized  commissariat,  can  best  govern  them,  them- 
selves lurnisliiiig  the  class  of  soldiers  lor  the  purpose.  By 
reasonable  care  llioy  can  be  made  not  only  self  supporting, 
hut  an  actual  source  of  profit  to  the  Government.  Tea 
thousand  of  them  are  nt  work  working  in  this  district  now. 

1  need  not  urge  upon  you  the  expediency  of  watching 
every  attempt  of  the  enemies  of  the  Admiuislratioii  to  ex- 
tend their  unparalleled  patronage.  The  struggle  has  fairly 
commenced  here,  and  the  enormous  gains  of  the  placemen 
and  their  favorites  are  used  lavishly. 

The  reading  of  this  letter  was  interrupted  liy 
the  following   proceedings: 

Mr.  HIGBY.  1  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 
There  is  no  evidence  in  the  whole  proceedings  to 
bear  out  the  gentleman  in  the  rcninrks  which  he 
is  makintr  in  that  paper. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  repeatedly 
stated  to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  that  the 


1864. 


THE  CONaRESSlONAL  GLOBE. 


1831 


debate  must  be  confined  to  the  subject  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  There  is  no  evidence  in  the  re- 
port whicli  bears  him  out  in  that  remark. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri is  aware  that  where  a  point  of  order  is 
made  of  this  kind,  and  a  single  gentleman  ob- 
jects, the  right  of  the  gentleman  to  proceed  will 
depend  upon  the  consent  of  the  House.  He  can- 
not proceed  otherwise.  For  that  reason  the  Chair 
desires  that  the  gentleman  shall  confine  himself 
to  the  report,  so  that  no  point  of  order  shall  take 
him  from  the  floor, as  a  pointof  order  will,  if  any 
gentleman  objects  to  his  proceeding. 

Mr.  MALL0R,Y.  1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
My  point  of  order  is  tiiis:  that  when  a  member 
of  this  House,'  one  of  our  peers,  has  been  at- 
tacked and  allowed  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
charges  made  against  him,  upon  the  discussion  of 
the  report  of  that  committee  he  has  a  right  to 
inquire  into  the  motives  that  impelled  that  attack 
on  him,  and  that  is  all  which  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  has  done  or  attempted  to  do. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  He  is  vindicated  by  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  claim  that  he  is  entitled 
to  be  heard  for  one  iiour. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Ciiair  decides  that  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  must  confine  himself  to 
the  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  it  is  for  the  reason  that  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  is  confining  himself  to 
the  report  that  1  insist  that  he  is  in  order.  He 
has  never  departed  from  the  report. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  argue  the 
point  with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky;  but  if 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  in 
regard  to  Fort  Sumter  are  in  order  in  the  discus- 
sion of  this  report,  then  any  conceivable  subject 
would  be  in  order  in  this  debate. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  He  is  discussing  the  con- 
duct of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  im- 
pelled this  attack  upon  him. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury was  not  on  trial  before  the  committee  and  is 
not  on  trial  before  this  House.  On  the  contrary, 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  has  expressly  stated 
that  the  House  refused  to  give  him  a  committee 
to  investigate  charges  against  the  Secretary,  and 
has  expatiated  at  some  length  upon  that  fact. 

Mr.  MALLOR.Y.  The  select  committee  ex- 
pressly assert  that  there  was  a  forgery  against 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  calculated  to  injure 
his  character  and  reputation  by  an  agent  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  gentleman  is 
tracing  it  up  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
now. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  There  is  no  proof  in  the  report 
or  in  the  evidence  that  an  official  forged  that  pa- 
per. The  proof  is  that  a  personal  and  political 
friend  of  the  gentleman  who  has  been  vindicated 
by  the  report  made  that  forgery, and  that  he  was 
not  an  oflicial  at  the  time  of  the  forgery. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  The  gentleman 
from  California  is  entirely  mistaken  in  his  state- 
ment of  the  evidence. 

Mr.  HIGBY.     No,  I  am  not. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  think  you  are; 
but  the  evidence  will  settle  that  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  repeatedly 
decided  that  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  is  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  that  1  am  not  proceeding 
in  order  now. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  from  California-  to  withdraw  the 
pointof  order  and  let  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
have  his  hour.     [Cries  of  "  That's  right."] 

Mr.  FARNS WORTH .  I  hop^^the  gentleman 
will  do  that. 

Mr.  HIGBY.     I  withdraw  the  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  Chair  now  under- 
stands that  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  has  an 
unlimited  right  to  8j)eak  for  the  residue  of  his 
hour  without  regard  to  the  reportof  the  select  com- 
mittee.   [Cries  of"  Agreed!"  and  "  Go  ahead."] 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  (resuming.)  Now, 
I  propose  to  show  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, with  all  the  commerce  of  the  country  in  his 
hands,  with  liie  collection  of  our  foreign  reve- 
nues and  of  the  vast  internal  revenues  in  his  hands, 
is  using  these  abandotied  plantations  and  grasp- 
ing at  all  power  and  patronage  for  the  purpose  of 


providing  a  fund  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the 
Pomeroy  committee  to  carry  on  his  war  against 
tlie  AdministratioBwhich  gave  him  place. 

Now  I  will  read  other  letters  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. This  letter  is  from  a  mail  who  bears  as  high 
a  character  for  honor  and  integrity  as  any  other 
man  in  America: 

"  Dear  Frank:  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  General  Banks's 
complete  and  coniprelicn^'ive  sys-tein  of  leasing  plantntions, 
also  the  ill-digested  and  nnsatisfactory  jilan  that  the  Treas- 
ury Department  Ims  forced  upon  u.s.  Tlie  experiment  so 
i'ar  of  working  these  freednien  has  proven,  what  all  sane 
men  knew,  that  it  will  take  lime  for  tlicm  to  realize  the 
responsibilities  and  duties  that  fall  upon  them  with  their 
new  position.  Tliey  prefer  the  idleness  with  good  rations 
furnished  them  at  tiie  '  home  farms,' which  figure  so  largely 
in  Melleu's  plans,  to  the  labor  and  wages  of  regular  work. 
Compulsory  measures  are  necessary  to  force  them  from 
these  places,  and  such  punishment  as  Uanks's  system  em- 
braces is  necessary  to  make  them  perforju  their  regular 
work.  Tiiey  will  in  due  time,  under  such  treatment,  with 
the  education  of  their  youth,  grow  to  the  stature  of  free 
men.  At  the  same  time  their  employers  would  realize  a 
profit  and  the  Government  a  revenue  that  would  amply  re- 
pay the  expense  of  protecting  the  plantations  and  enforcing 
the  regulations. 

"  The  result  of  my  experiment  last  year  illustrates,  on  a 
small  scale,  the  truth  of  my  statements.  I  cultivated  four 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  fed,  clothed,  and  paid  one 
hundred  and  fifty  negroes,  and  turned  into  the  Treasury 
over  ten  thousand  dollars;  the  tax  upon  the  cotton  i  raised 
more  than  twenty  dollars  to  the  acre.  There  are  negroes 
enough  in  our  lines  to  cultivate  a  million  acres,  and  capital 
to  put  the  whole  macliinery  into  motion  if  Banks's  system 
were  adopted  and  proper  otiicers  selected  to  carry  out  his 
measures.  The  'home  farms'  in  Mellen's  system  have 
completely  defeated  the  working  of  these  plantations  by 
lessees.  The  negroes  are  collected  and  kept  upon  them, 
fed  at  Government  expense,  to  raise  cotton  to  enrich  the 
officers  in  charge  of  them.  These  officers  of  course  are 
opposed  to  giving  up  the  laborers  and  keep  them  all.  I  and 
my  partners  wanted  to  work  eight  or  ten  thousand  acres 
this  season.  We  have  permits  to  go  to  the  home  farms 
and  take  four  hundred  negroes  that  mail  be  u-ilting  to  go 
with  us.  A  month's  trial  iias  not  secured  us  a  single 
hand,  altliough  ten  thousand  drawing  rations  from  the 
Government  are  in  easy  reach  of  us.  I  went  myself  the 
other  day  to  the  Van  Buren  hospital,  wliere  about  seven 
imndred  are  crowded,  living  in  filth  and  squalor.  !  spent 
a  whole  day  canvassing  them.  The  invariable  answer  was, 
'  ]  stays  with  the  Lieutenant.     J'se  doin' berry  well  here.' 

"  We  have  very  inadequate  protection  here  and  no  po- 
lice. Many  plantations  have  hordes  of  negroes  upon 
tliem  who  roam  the  country  in  armed  bands,  stealing  cat- 
tle and  mules,  and  keeping  the  whole  district  in  constant 
alarm.  I  dread  them  far  more  tiian  I  do  the  guerrillas. 
The  plantation  I  am  living  on  is  doing  very  well.  Every 
negro  1  had  last  year  is  still  with  me.  They  have  learned 
to  fake  a  proper  view  of  tilings  and  work  well.  I  would 
now  have  had  half  a  dozen  plantations  running  as  smoothly 
as  this  could  Banks's  brains  have  worked  this  high  up 
the  river." 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  March  JO,  1864. 

Dear  f?iR:  I  see  that  the  fight  has  cojnmenoed  in  earnest 
between  President  Lincoln's  friends  and  the  Chase  clique. 
'J'hings  have  turned  out  just  as  I  expected  when  Chase  went 
into  the  Cabinet.  He  has  been  getting  ready  to  sling  to 
death  the  Administration  that  has  given  him  his  import- 
ance. 

As  you  are  on  "  the  smell"  of  Treasury  permits  and  con- 
traband trade,  1  can  put  you  on  the  track  of  a  case,  the 
testimony  of  which  is  in  Washington,  f  presume  In  the 
War  Office,  whicli  I  am  advised  will  furnish  rich  develop- 
ments. The  investigation  took  place  before  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Mason,, at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  April  and  May,  1863, 
from  which.it  appears  that  a  lawyer,  named  Cobb,  came  to 
Columbus  in  the  winter  of  that  year  and  showed  a  pass 
from  the  Jefl".  Davis  government  to  trade  in  cotton  in  Texas 
and  supply  tlje  rebels  with  merchandise  to  one  John  W. 
Baker,  who  thereupon  got  up  a  stock  company  in  which 
himself  and  divers  others  were  concerned,  among  them 
A.  P.  Stone,  Chase's  collector  of  Internal  revenue.  The 
vessel  was  bought  and  loaded  with  supplies,  and  was  about 
to  start  via  Halifax  to  Matamoras  under  the  British  flag. 
It  was  seized,  Cobb  escaped,  and  on  examination  Stone 
admitted  he  subscribed  $5,i)00  in  the  name  of  ifoung,  banker 
at  Piqua,  Ohio.  Powerful  parties  have  since  been  trying 
to  hush  upthe  affair.  General  Joseph  H.  Geiger  and  Henry 
Miller,  Esq.,  of  Columbus.  Ohio,  represented  the  matter 
to  Chase  and  demanded  Stone's  removal,  but  he  put  them 
off,  and  there  the  afiair  rests  yet.  Write  to  B.  F.  Martin, 
Esq.,  Columbus,  Onio,  and  you  can  get  the  full  facts. 
Stone  lias  always  been  one  of  Chase's  chief  presidential 
fuglers  in  Ohio,  and  if  the  proof  fastens  guilt  upon  him 
Old  Abe  should  be  posted,  a  removal  made,  and  then  our 
friends  will  have  some  inducement  to  work  in  Ohio.  I  tell 
you  we  will  go  under  unless  the  President  backs  up  his 
friends,  and  then  the  i)eople  and  the  Army  will  whip  out 
all  the  Washington  politicians. 

Hon.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr. 

Beaufort,  Soeith  Cxrolihk, February  2S. 

Sir:  I  congratulate  you  upon  hnvingthe  courage  to  speak 
out  against  Secretary  Chase  and  his  army  of  tax-gatherers, 
that  are  now  sucking  the  blood  from  our  people. 

The  merchants  doing  business  upon  this  island  and  the 
other  islands  (Hilton  Head  excepted)  have  to  pay  five  per 
cent,  upon  all  goods  that  come  iiere  from  the  North,  not- 
wilhstiinding  there  is  n<Jt  a  single  white  resident  of  South 
(Jarolina  upon  these  islands.  This  tax  is  put  on  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  goods,  and  in  this  w:iy  the  Union  soldiers  and 
the  contrabiinds  have  to  pay  the  tax  for  the  support  of 
Chase's  friends. 

Goods  are  only  allowed  to  come  into  Port  Royal  free  of 


tax  where  Ihey  are  landed  on  one  side  of  the  harbor;  on 
the  other  side  they  have  to  pay  the  five  per  cent.  tax.  Sec- 
retary Chase  arbitrarily  decides  that  the  port  of  Port  Royal 
includes  only  the  territory  within  the  fortifications  on  Hil- 
ton Head  island,  which  are  the  Army  headquarters,  but 
immediately  opposite  on  the  island  where  the  Navy  have 
quarters,  and  where  there  are  similar  fortifications  to  pro- 
tect the  harbor,  he  makes  the  merchants  pay  the  five  per 
cent.  tax.  The  soldiers  get  their  goods  without  the  tax, 
while  the  sailors  have  lo  pay  it.  There  are  two  docks  and 
v/harves  in  this  port,  at  one  of  which  you  can  land  your 
goods  free,  while  at  the  other  the  "special  supervising 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,"  makes  you  pay  tax. 
Verily,  the  "  commerce  follows  the  flag,"  but  not  until  it 
has  paid  the  taxes. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Memphis,  Tennessee,  March  9,1864. 

Dear  General:  I  have  just  been  put  in  possession  of 
some  very  important  information  concerning  the  Treasury 
Department: 

i.  That  Colonel  E.  H.  E.  Jameson,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Missouri  Legislature,  got  $.5,000  for  procuring  a  cotton 
permit  from  the  Treasury  Departmental  Cincinnati.  I  do 
not  know  who  the  purchaser  of  the  permit  was,  but  Mr. 

will  probably  give  you  his  name  when  lie  writes  to 

you. 

This  letter  is  from  a  gentleman  of  New  York 
v/ho  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  moneyed 
institutions  in  that  city: 

New  York,  March  2,  1864. 

Dear  Sir:  Are  you  aware  of  the  rumors  that  are  afloat 
here  regarding  our  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.' 

First,  have  you  heard  that  he  gave  young  Graham,  (son 
of  John  L.  Graham,  of  this  city,)  now  cashier  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  New  Orleans,  a  permit  to  take  to  New  Or- 
leahs  a  cargo  of  whisky,  by  which  he  expects  to  make  a 
clear  profit  of  from  sixty  to  eighty  thousand  dollars;  This 
for  Mr.  Graham's  services  in  getting  up  a  national  bank  in 
New  Orleans. 

Have  you  heard  that  he  has  given  to  his  son-in-law,  Gov- 
ernor Sprague,  a  permit  to  buy  cotton  attlie  South,  by  which 
he  will  probably  make  the  snug  little  sum  of  $2,000,000.' 
Ask  WilliainH.Aspinwall.of  III  is  city,  hut  without  naming 
me. 

Have  you  heard,  what  is  the  fact,  that  this  $11,000,000 
of  five-twenty  bonds  now  asked  of  Congress  to  make  good 
the  excess  of  sale  over  the  amount  authorized  by  law,  is 
just  so  much  given  to  "the  ring,"  Jay  Cooke  &  Co..' 
That  is  to  say,  when  Mr.  Chase  asked  Mr.  Cisco  lo  buy 
$11,000,000  at  par  to  make  good  the  excessive  subscription 
with  the  agents,  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  Mr.  Chase  was  told 
that  was  impossible,  for  the  simple  fact  of  his  buying  at 
all  would  put  thern  up  in  the  market.  The  Secretary  was 
also  informed  that  there  was  no  need  of  taking  any  notice 
of  the  advised  subscription,  as  no  money  had  been  paid. 

The  way  it  was  managed  by  Jay  Cooke  &.  Co.  I  under- 
stand to  be  this:  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  telegraphed  to  th(!ir 
agents  to  telegraph  back  to  them  (Jay  Cooke  &  Co.)  to 
subscribe  for  so  much  of  the  five-twenty  loan.  That  being 
done,  as  soon  as  the  loan  was  all  taken  it  appeared  in  their 
office  that  so  much  more  had  been  actually,  bona  fide,  ap- 
plied for  by  outside  parties,  when,  in  fact,  it  was  a  contri- 
vance to  secure  to  tiiemselves  and  their  immediate  friends 
the  profits  on  this  excess  of  $11,000,000.  Ask  Mr.  J.  J. 
Cisco,  Assistant  Treasurer,  in  this  city,  if  this  is  not  sp. 
But  again  I  must  ask  you  not  to  name  me  in  this  inquiry. 
The  Secretary  was  told  that  he  was  under  no  obligation 
to  furnish  the  bonds,  as  no  money  had  been  paid,  and  this, 
too,  from  the  Assistant  Treasurer  in  this  city.  But  still 
"  the  ring"  had  power  enough  lo  get  the  stock  out  of  Mr. 
Chase,  and  he  out  of  Congress,  I  presume. 

Hon.  Frank  Blair. 

This  letter  is  from  the  writer  of  the  one  I  liave 
just  quoted: 

New  York,  itfcrcftV,  1864.   . 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  in  Wasnington  last  week,  but  could 
not  see  you,  as  my  time  was  taken  up  with  the  sub-Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Chase's 
bank  bill,  trying  to  ge^some  of  the  abominable  features 
taken  out  of  it. 

I  n6w  inclose  an  editorial  of  the  New  York  Evening 
Post  of  the  2d  instant.  Please  read  it,  as  it  coirlirms  what 
I  wrote  about  that  excess  asked  to  make  good  Jay  Cooke 
&  Co.'s  S|ieculation  in  the  five-twenty  loan. 

Yours  respectfully. 
Hon.  F.P.  Blair,  Jr. 

Philadelphia,  March  1,  1S61. 

Dear  Sir:  We  notice  with  pleasure  that  you  purpose 
introducing  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  affairs  of  the 
Treasury  Department  in  connection  with  trade,  in  regard 
10  the  regulations  of  Mississippi.  At  the  same  time  please 
allow  us  to  suggest  to  extend  your  investigation  lo  those  of 
Tennessee,  Missouri,  and  other  States  west  and  south  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  all  goods  shipped  from  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  orany  other  eastern  cily,are  sub- 
ject to  an  examination  of  their  invoices  and  a  charge  of 
five  per  cent,  commission,  and  all  those  goods  we  ship  to 
those  sections  are  sworn  to  as  correct  at  our  custom-houses. 
This  we  deem  a  great  injustice  to  us  all,  and  a  serious  dis 
advantage  to  all  eastern  cities,  and  a  decided  advantngc  In 
Cincinnati.  The  delay  of  the  examination  without  (he 
commission  of  five  per  cent,  will  prevent  a  large  proportion 
of  the  merchants  from  purchasing  on  east. 

Hon.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr. 

I  know  nearly  all  of  these  parties  whose  leltors 
I  have  read.  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  give  their 
names,  because  they  would  be  subjected  to  the 
persecutions  from  Cliase's  blood-hounds  that  1 
have  suflered,  but  they  and  a  great  many  others 
are  at  the  service  of  the  committee  on  the  "  con- 
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duel  of  die  war,"  wiiich  has  had  tliis  subject  be- 
fore them  for  now  nearly  two  months  without 
making  a  niovoiuent  to  investigate  the  charges 
agtiiiist  the  Socrotary  of  the  Treasury. 

There  is  another  transaction  which  shows  the 
partial  and  injurious  manner  in  which  these  trade 
regulations  are  made  to  operate  against  my  own 
coiistituents,  and  to  which  1  aslc  attention.  On 
or  about  the  16th  of  January  last  the  following 
letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury was  received  in  St.  Louis,  and  published  in 
the  papers  of  that  city,  together  with  the  sections 
of  the  "  Rcgnlaiions"  to  which  il  refers: 

Treascry  Department,  Jujumn/  13,  1S61. 

Sir  :  I  mil  djrectcil  by  tlio  Secretary  to  Inforni  you  that, 
at  the  request  of  the  War  l)i>partinent,qiihiiiie,cliloroiorm, 
Mtul  nil  other  drugs  niid  nudiciiie.s,  have  been  adiled  to  the 
lift  01'  pri)hibiti'<l  articles  eiiuiiicrated  in  suction  thirty-eight 
of  the  eoiiiiiiercial  intercourse  regulations,  and  that  in  lu- 
ture  iioclearaiice  orpenuitcaii  be  granted  iorthcshipnieut 
of  those  article.-i,  exci-pt  upon  certificate  and  request,  or  by 
special  direction,  an  required  by  llic  provisions  of  that  scc- 

ittOII. 

Respectfully,  M.  n.  FIELD, 

Jlssistatil  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
R.  J.  Howard,  Esq.,  Collector  of  Customs,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Frohihileil  Articles. 
bEc.  38.  No  clearance  or  permit  will  be  granted  for  the 
shipment  of  prohibited  articles,  namely  :  Cannon,  mortars, 
lirearins,  pistols,  bombs,  grenades,  powder,  saltpeter,  sul- 
phur, balls,  bulU'is,  pikes,  swords,  boarding  caps,  (always 
excepting  the  quantity  of  the  said  articles  which  may  be 
necessary  forthedelense  of  the  ship  and  of  those  who  com- 
pose the  crew,)  saddles,  bridles,  cartriduebag  material, 
percussion  and  other  caps,  clothing  adapted  for  uniforms, 
nail-clotli  of  all  kinds,  hem|)  and  cordage,  intoxicating 
drinks,  other  than  beer  and  light  native  wines,  or  other  ar- 
ticles prohibited  by  the  proper  authorities, except  upon  cer- 
tificate and  n'quest  under  Regulation  iliirty-two,  or  by  the 
special  direction  ofthesupervisingspecial  agent,  sanctioned 
by  the  general  commanding  department  or  district  into  or 
from  which  the  sliipiiieiu  is  to  be  made. 

.Ijiplications  for  Permits  to  Blockaded  Ports — How  Made. 
aEC.32.  Applicants  for  permits  to  sliip  to  any  port  or 
place  afTected  by  the  existing  blockade,  but  occupied  by 
the  United  States  fori:es,  must  present,  with  their  applica- 
tion, a  certificate  from  liie  JJepartment  of  VV'ar,  or  Depart- 
ment of  the  Navy,  cither  directly  or  through  a  duly  author- 
ized olficer,  that  the  articles  are  required  for  military  or 
naval  purposes,  and  a  request  that  the  transportation  of  the 
same  may  be  permitted,  together  with  invoices  in  duplicate 
of  the  articles  to  be  permitted,  specifying  their  character, 
quantity,  value,  and  destination.  On  receiving  such  cer- 
tificate and  request  and  duplicate  invoices,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  or  some  officer  specially  authorized  by 
lilm,  will  transmit  to  the  properoflicer  oneof  the  invoices, 
and  direct  the  permitting  of  the  transportation  requested, 
and  forward  the  other  invoice  to  the"  assistant  or  local 
special  agent  at  the  port  or  place  to  which  the  goods  are  to 
bo  pennitted.  The  assistant  or  local  special  agent  will,  in 
nil  cases,  on  the  arrival  of  any  articles  claimed  to  have 
been  permitted,  examine  and  compare  such  articles  with 
the  du[ilicate  invoice  ;  and  in  case  of  any  excess  or  eva- 
sion of  the  permit,  he  will  seize  the  whole  shipment,  and 
report  the  fads  forthwith  to  the  supervising  special  agent, 
that  proceedings  may  be  taken  for  their  forfeiture  under  the 
net  of  July  13,  18GI,  May  20, 1862,  and  March  12,  1863. 

His  order  was  enforced  in  St.  Louis  as  soon 
aa  received  there,  and  the  house  of  Blow  &  Co. 
were  refused  a  permit  to  ship  drugs.  The  refusal 
was  made  a  subject  of  telegraphic  communication 
■with  the  member  from  the  second  district  of  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  Blow,]  v/ho,  I  understand,  brought 
the  subject  to  the  attention  of  Secretary  Chase, 
and  the  Secretary  sustained  Sie  refusal  of  custom- 
house officers  of  St.  Louis,  and  required  the  in- 
structions to  be  enforced.  But  it  appeared  sub- 
sequently that  at  this  very  time  no  such  instruc- 
tions had  been  received  or  enforced  in  Cincin- 
nati, and  tlnit  jmrtics  who  had  been  refused  per- 
mits in  St.  Louis  went  to  Cincinnati  and  made 
the  shipment,  and  a  letter  was  received  from  Sur- 
veyor Carson,  of  Cincinnati,  and  published  in  the 
Missouri  Democrat,  dated,  according  to  my  rec- 
ollection, the  11th  ofFebruary.sayingthathehad 
received  no  such  instructions  as  those  sent  to  St. 
Louis. 

The  surveyor  of  the  port  of  St.  Louis  received 
and  caused  to  be  publLslied  the  following: 

Of  rtCE  OF  SUPERVISINO  SPECIAl,  AoENT, 

First  Aoencv,  U.  S.  'I'heasdry  Department. 
CiNCit«NATi,  Felnuury  26,  lt!64. 
Sir:  HcrcaflPr  you  will  grant  no  clearance  or  permit  for 
lh«  tiblpment  of  drugs  and  mediclncH  except  In  coinpliancn 
Willi  tli«  cniiditioiiK  In  Iti'gnhitinn  38,  they  having  been 
mldcd,  at  the  reqiiei-t  of  the  VVarDepartiii#!iit,  to  tllc  li«t  of 
prohibited  articles  enumerated  in  that  regulation. 
I  am,  very  rcsjiectlully, 

DAVID  G.  UAUNITZ, 
Dejiuly  Supcrvi.iiiig  Special  ..1s;cnt,  Treasury  Deji^t^ 
R.  J.  Howard,  Ksg.,  Survtynr,  ^c,  iff.  Lonit,Mo. 

Thus  it  seems  that  the  ofliciul  instructions  dated 
the  ]3rh  Juniwry,  1864,tili(lcnfoi'n3d  in  St.  Louis 


immediately,  were  only  received  and  entbrced  in 
Cincinnati  on  the  26th  of  February,  and  that  for 
the  intervening  period,  about  six  weeks,  Cincin- 
nati had  enjoyed  amonojioly  of  the  drug  market  of 
thd  South,  and  in  fact  still  lias  and  enjoys  this 
monopoly,  unless  the  instructions  have  been  mod- 
ified, not  only  of  dings  and  medicines  but  of 
all  the  prohibited  articles  enumerated  in  section 
38  of  the  Regulations,  because  such  articles  can 
only  be  j)ermitted  by  the  "special  direction"  of 
the  supervising  special  agent  who  resides  at  Cin- 
cinnati and  his  deputy  also.  For  this  reason  the 
whole  trade  in  the  list  of  prohibited  articles  is 
diverted  from  the  other  western  cities  and  given 
to  Cincinnati.  All  the  southern  people  in  or  out 
of  our  lines,  loyal  and  disloyal,  and  even  the  con- 
trabands, must  get  their  pills  froin  Cincinnati. 

The  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war, 
that  impartial  committee  to  which  this  matter  was 
referred,  has  not  yet,  although  nearly  two  months 
have  elapsed  since  this  subject  was  committed  to 
them,  notified  me  that  it  wanted  any  testimony  on 
these  subjects.  I  do  not  think  the  committee 
does  want  it,  or  has  time  to  investigate  it,  espe- 
cially as  it  has  on  its  hands  all  frauds  in  contracts 
connected  with  the  war;  and  that  is  the  reason  I 
have  volunteered  some  of  it  here,  and  given  the 
committee  the  means  of  inquiring  into  the  matter 
when  they  have  leisure;  but  whether  it  does  or 
not,  the  i^iquiry  will  be  made.  Whether  it  is  done 
by  this  Congress  or  not,  there  will  be  a  Congress 
that  will  do  it.  And  Mr.  Chase  cannot  escape. 
He  is  sure  to  answer,  and  however  deeply  the 
committee  may  lay  the  whitewash  on,  it  cannot 
conceal  the  dark  background.  However  he  may 
undertake  to  persecute  and  drag  down  men  who 
speak  of  these  nefarious  transactions,  I  say  that 
the  time  will  come  when  he  will  be  held  to  just 
accountability,  when  he  will  be  called  before  the 
bar  to  answer  for  all  he  has  done;  and  all  the 
eflforls  rnade  by  his  friends  thus  indirectly  to 
shield  him  from  the  charges  made  against  him 
will  not  serve  their  purpose. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  deemed  it  due  to  myself, 
since  1  was  not  allowed  a  committee  by  which  to 
prove  the  allegations  that  I  made  here,  to  say  this 
much  in  justification  of  my  action  in  the  city  of 
St.  Louis,  in  a  speech  which  I  made  there,  and 
also  in  a  speech  which  1  made  on  this  floor*in  re- 
gard to  th.is  matter. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  when  I  first  offered 
this  resolution,  it  was  couched  in  plain,  simple 
language,  withoiu  any  assault  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury;  and  it  was  not  until  one  of  his 
friends  on  the  other  side  rose  and  assailed  me  for 
attacking  Mr.  Chase,  by  offering  the  resolution, 
that  I  ro.se  and  gave  my  reasons  for  so  doing. 
Then,  sir,  this  affair  was  sought  to  be  turned  into 
a  personal  matter;  and  an  attempt  made  to  drag 
me  down  by  engaging  me  in  a  controversy  with 
Chase's  understrappers, commenced  by  the  agents 
of  Mr.  Chase  in  St.  Louis,  is  brought  into  this 
House. 

A  judicial  investigation  has  recently  been  held 
in  wiiich  it  was  conclusively  proved  that  Jay 
Cooke  &  Co.,  who  figure  so  largely  and  disgrace- 
fully ill  these  letters  in  connection  with  the  eleven 
millions  excess  of  five-twenty  bonds,  arc  the  prin- 
cipal ownersofthe  Philadelphialnquiier.  I  should 
have  guessed  as  much  from  the  fact  of  the  abuse 
heaped  upon  me  by  this  Treasury  organ  about 
this  "liquor  speculation."  Mr.  Chase's  bank- 
ing agents,  as  well  as  his  Ti'easury  agents  and 
special  and  supervising  special  agents,  have  all 
been  brought  into' requisition  to  forge  and  coun- 
terfeit and  tell  lies  to  break  me  down  for  expos- 
ing and  holding  up  to  public  contempt  and  scorn 
their  employer  and  master. 

In  addition  to  the  profits  realized  by  Jay  Cooke 
&  Co.  on  the  fraudulent  subscriplion  for  the 
eleven  millions  excess  of  five-twenty  bonds, 
which,  as  the  bonds  were  twelve  per  cent,  above 
par  at  the  lime  of  their  issue,  the  profits  on  them 
iTHist  have  exceeded  a  million  and  a  quarter  of 
dollars,  this  firm  has  also  rnade  profits  on  the 
negotiation  of  the  five-twenty  loan,  and  other 
brokerage  business  for  tin!  Treasury  Department; 
according  to  the  statement  of  Secretary  Chase, 
by  himself  transmitted  officially  to  this  House,  the 
sum  of  ^450,000,  as  near  as  1  recollect,  not  hav- 
ing the  Secretary's  communication  before  me.  A 
million  and  thi^ee  quarter.s  of  dollars  realized  by 
a  bunking  firm  in  less  than  nine  months  is  u  com- 
fortable competency  for  two  or  three  private  gen- 


tlemen, and  would  aid  in  the  establishment  of  a 
good  many  newspapers  in  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Chase  by  these  men,  who  are  shown  to  be  bank- 
ing on  political  capital  to  a  greater  extent  than 
upon  their  money.  Accordingly,  we  find  agreat 
many  newspapers  in  favor  of  Chase  for  Presi- 
dent, and  very  few  people. 

Nobody  is  simple  enough  to  believe  that  the 
distinguished  Secretary  has  really  retired  from 
the  canvass  for  the  nomination  to  the  Presidency, 
although  he  has  written  a  letter  declining  to  be  a 
candidate.  That  letter  was  written  because  the 
"  strictly  private"  circular  of  the  Pomeroy  coiri- 
mittee  unearthed  his  underground  and  under- 
hand intrigue  against  the  President.  It  was  such 
a  disgraceful  and  disgusting  sight  to  make  use  of 
the  patronage  and  powergiven  him  by  the  Presi- 
dent against  his  chief,  that  even  Ch.ise  got  ashamed 
to  occupy  such  a  posiiion  publicly.  For  that 
reason  his  letter  was  written;  he  wanted  to  get 
down  under  the  ground  and  work  th.ere.  in  the 
dark  as  he  is  now  doing,  and  running  the  Pome- 
roy machine  on  the  public  money  as  vigorously 
as  ever. 

The  work  is  now  being  done  in  Fremont's 
nantie,  and  that  poor  creature  is  unconscious  of 
being  made  a  catspaw  to  accomplish  the  objects 
of  his  intriguing  rival.  His  plan  is  to  hold  a 
convention  of  Jacobins  and  red  republican  rev- 
olutionary Germans  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  precisely 
as  Calhoun  used  poor  John  Tyler  to  hold  a  side 
convention  in  1844  to  force  the  Democrats  to  drop 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  The  Cleveland  convention  is  a 
whip  convention  which  will  say  to  the  Union  con- 
vention to  be  held  at  Baltimore,  "  If  you  insist 
on  the  nomination  of  Lincoln  we  will  nominate 
Fremont  against  him  as  an  independent  candi- 
date." In  this  way,  if  the  delegates  who  have 
been  instructed  to  vote  for  Lincoln  can  be  bought 
with  greenbacks  or  frightened  by  the  Jacobin  hob- 
goblin, it  is  expected  that  Chase,  who  has  so  mag- 
nanimously declined  to  be  a  candidate,  will  then 
be  taken  up  as  a  compromise  candidate.  This  is 
the  programme  of  the  Secretary  and  the  Pomeroy 
committee.  It  embraces  the  tactics,  the  intrigue, 
the  corruption,  and  fraud  of  Calhoun  and  Biddle 
combined. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  McCLURG.  1  have  but  a  few  words  to 
say  to  the  House,  and  then  I  will  be  governed  by 
its  action  as  to  whether  I  shall  proceed  further. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  ask  thegentleman  to  forego 
his  remarks  for  the  present,  and  let  us  go  on  with 
the  public  business. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  but  for 
a  few  words,  and  then  will  be  governed  by  the 
wish  of  the  House.  The  gentleman — I  should 
say  "  the  member" — has  taken  occasion  to  at- 
tack the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  length — 
something  foreign  to  this  case — and  to  lug  in 
oiher  matters  irrelevant.  He  has  taken  occasion 
to  repeat  that  "  Mr.  Bonner  acknowledged  he 
knew  of  the  forgery,"  which  is  not  true,  and  di- 
rectly in  contradiction  to  the  testimony, as  it  will 
appear,  and  which  1  hope  will  be  printed.  I  pre- 
fer speaking  now  while  "  the  member"  is  here; 
but  it  has  been  suggested  that  I  defer,  owing  to 
the  pressing  demands  of  the  country  to  have  the 
tax  bill  acted  upon;  and  I  submit  whether  or  no 
I  shall  pursue  my  remarks  now  or  defer  until  af- 
ter action  on  the  tax  bill.  I  am  prepared  to-day 
as  well  as  1  shall  be  at  any  time;  but  1  believe 
"  the  member's"  character,  if  he  have  any,  will 
not  suffer  ("or  a  {ew  days, and  lam  sure  mine  will 
not.  1  ask  the  decision  of  the  House,  and  if  this 
iifiair  be  deferred,  1  will  claim  the  floorafteraclioii 
on  the  tax  bill  at  some  proper  time. 

Several  Mr:Mi)ERs.     Go  on  now. 

Mr.  McCLURG.  I  will  yield  the  floor,  and 
allow  tlic  House  to  lake  such  action  as  it  pleases. 

iMr.  MORRILL.  1  move  that  ihe  rules  be  sus- 
pended, andiluiltlie  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union 
on  the  sj)ecial  order.  Before  the  question  is  put 
upon  that  motion,  however,  I  will  move  that  all 
debate  u{)on  the  paragraphs  of  the  bill  relating 
to  iron  terminate  in  one  minute  after  the  HouSe 
lias  gone  into  comniiltee. 

Upon  the  latter  motion  64  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive and  50  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  tb. 
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Mr.  MORRILL.  I  now  aslc  for  the  vote  upon 
my  motion  to  go  into  connmittee. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  tlie  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tlie  Union,  (Mr.  Wash- 
BURNE,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  House  bill  No.  405,  being  the 
internal  revenue  bill,  the  pending  question  being 
to  amend,  on  page  125,  line  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
four,  bystrikingoutthe  word  "  three"and  insert- 
ing the  word  "  four,"  so  ns  to  .nake  the  tax  on 
railroad  iron  four  dollars  pur  ton. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  theamcnd- 
mentbystrikingour  "  four"and inserting  "  five." 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  desire 
to  say  a  single  word,  with  the  consent  of  the  com- 
mittee, on  this  subject,  in  behalf  of  the  State 
which  i  have  the  honor  to  represent  on  this  floor. 
Now,  sir,  the  pepple  of  my  State  are  perfectly 
willing  to  pay  every  tax  that  may  seem  necessary 
in  the  judgment  of  this  House  to  carry  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Government.  But  while  they  are 
willing  to  pay  the  tax,  it  does  not  warrant  the 
House  in  placing  upon  my  State  an  amount  of 
taxation  that  would  seem  exorbitant  and  unjust. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

The  question  being  upon  the  amendment, 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  called  for 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Holman 
and  A.  Myers  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided,  and  the  tellers  repoited 
— ayes  46,  noes  54. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move,  in  line  two  hundred 
and  fifty-five,  to  amend  so  that  it  will  read  "  two 
dollars  per  ton"  instead  of  "  $1  50." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  I  move  to  add  the  follow- 
ing proviso: 

And  proL-ided,  That  the  term  reroMed  shall  apply  only  to 
rails  for  which  the  manufacturer  receives  pay  for  remaii- 
ufacluie,  and  not  for  new  iron. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  this  pro- 
vision. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order.  Debate  has  been  closed  by  order  of  the 
House. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  all  iron  advanced  beyond  blooms,  slab?,  or  loops,  and 
not  advanced  beyond  bars  or  rods,  and  band,  hoop,  and 
sheet  iron,  not  thinner  than  number  eighteen  wire  gauge, 
and  plate  iron  not  less  than  one  eighth  of  an  inch  in  thick- 
nos.=,  a  duty  of  three  dollars  per  ton  :  Provided,  That  a  ton 
shall,  for  all  the  purposes  of  this  act,  be  deemed  aiid  taken 
to  be  two  thousand  pounds. 

Mr.  J.C.ALLEN  moved  to  strike  out"  three" 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "  four." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  I  move  to  strike  out"  two 
thousand"- and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  forty." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  band,  hoop,  and  sheet  iron,  thinner  than  number 
eighteen  wire  gauge,  plate  iron  h-ss  than  one  eighth  of  an 
inch  la  ihicknesH,  and  cut  and  wrought  nails  and  spikes, 
and  liorse-slioe  nails  when  wrought  by  hand,  not  including 
nails,  tacks,  brads,  or  finishing  nails,  usually  put  up  and 
sold  in  papers,  whether  in  papers  or  otherwise,  nor  horse- 
slioe  nails  wrought  by  machinery,  a  duty  of  $3  50  per  ton: 
Prodded,  That  b  irs, rods;  hands,  hoops,  sheets,  plates, nails, 
and  spikes,  not  including  such  as  are  usually  put  up  in  pa- 
pers, nor  horse-shoe  nails  wrought  by  machinery,  as  before 
mentioned,  manufactured  from  iron,  upon  which  the  duty 
of  three  dollars  has  been  levied  and  paid,  shall  be  subject 
only  ton  duty  of  filly  cents  pertoiiin  addition  thereto,  any- 
thing in  lUis  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strikeout  "$3  50" 
and  insert  "  four  dollars." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  fifty 
cents"  and  insert  "one  dollar." 

The  amendment  was  agi'ced  to. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  New  York.  I  move  to  insert 
after  the  word  "  thickness"  the  words  "  for  sale 
and  not  for  use  by  the  maker  in  his  trade." 

The  amendment  wjls  agi^eod  to. 

Mr.  AMES.    ;j..po|V|e'|q|.8t|ifiji^^ij|l,  th^  iull^ 
ing- words:  "      ••(■<'     ..n,/,.,  .   i. 

And  cut  and  wrought  nails  and  spikes,  and  hurse-ahoe 
nails  when  wrought  by  haiid,  not  Including  nails,  tttck!", 


brads,  or  finishing  nails,  usually  put  up  and^sold  in  papers, 
whether  in  papers  or  otherwise,  nor  horse-t.hoo  nails 
wrought  by  machinery. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  "or 
wrought." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  iron  castings  used  for  bridges  or  other  permanent 
structures,  a  duty  of  two  dollars  per  ton  ;  Provided,  That 
bar  iron,  used  for  like  purposes,  shall  be  charged  with  no 
additional  duty  beyond  the  specific  duty  imposed  by  this 
act  when  not  increased  in  value  more  tlian  ten  per  cent. 

Mr.  AMES.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  para- 
graph.- 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  rivets  exceeding  one  fourth  of  one  inch  in  diameter, 
nuts  less  than  two  ounces  each  in  weight,  and  bolts  not 
less  than  four  ounces  each  in  weight,  aduty  of  four  dollars 
per  ton  :  Proiiilcd,  That  when  a  duty  upon  the  iron  from 
which  rivets,  nuts,  and  bolts,  ns  aforesaid,  shall  have  been 
made,  has  been  assessed  and  paid  aduty  ofthree  dollars  per 
ton,  a  duty  only,  in  addition  thereto,  shall  be  paid  of  fifty 
cents  per  ton :  Provided  further,  That  all  iron  and  cast- 
ings of  iron  of  all  descriptions  advanced  beyond  pig  iron, 
blooms,  slabs,  or  loops,  upon  which  no  duty  has  been  as- 
sessed or  paid  in  the  form  of  pig  iron,  shall  be  assessed  and 
pay,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  rates  of  iron  so  advanced, 
aduty  of, 'jl  50  per  ton ;  and  when  no  duty  has  been  as- 
sessed or  paid  thereon  in  the  form  of  blooms,  slabs,  or  loops, 
shall  be  assessed  and  pay,  in  addition  to  I  he  foregoing  rates 
of  iron  advanced  as  aforesaid,  a  duty  of  three  dollars  per 
ton. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "  nuts,"  wiiere  it  first  occurs,  the  word 
"not." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  steel,  in  ingots,  bars,  sheets,  or  wire,  not  less  than 
one  fourth  of  an  inch  in  tliickness,  valued  at  seven  cents 
per  pound,  or  less,  a  duty  of  five  dollars  per  ton  ;  valued  at 
above  seven  cents  per  pouiid,  and  not  above  eleven  cents 
per  pound,  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  ton  ;  valued  at  above 
eleven  cents,  a  duty  of  $12  50  per  ton  :  Provided,  That  steel 
rolled,  and  sheet,  rod,  or  wire  made  of  steel,  upon  which 
a  duty  has  been  assessed  and  paid,  shall  be  assessed  and 
pay  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  upon  the  increased 
value  only  thereof. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  inove  to  strike  out  "  five 
dollars"  and  insert  "four  dollai-s." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  ten 
dollars"  and  insert  "  eight  dollars." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  1  move  to  add  the  follow- 
ing: 

And  provided  further ,  That  the  taxes  on  all  articles  man- 
ufactured and  sold  in  pursuance  of  contracts  honafide  made 
before  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  be  paid  by  the  pur- 
chasers thereof,  under  regulations  to  be  established  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue. 

-  Mr.KASSON.  I  have  an  amendment  to  cover 
that  subject  which'  I  will  offer  at  the  proper  place. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  should  like  to  have  this 
schedule  changed.  There  is  no  steel  selling  be- 
low seven  cents  per  pound. 

The  CHAIRMAN.   Discussion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  move  to  strike  out 
"seven"  and  insert  "ten,"  and  stiike  out 
"  eleven"  and  insert  "  fifteen." 

The  amend iTient  was  disagreed  to. 

TJie  Clei"k  read,  as  follows: 

On  gold,  silver,  and  quicksilver,  produced  from  quarts! 
mines,  from  beds  of  rivers,  from  the  earth,  or  in  any  other 
way  or  manner^  a  duty  of  tliree  per  cent,  ad  valurem:  Pro- 
vided, That  all  silch  duties  accruing  upon  gold  and  silver 
produced  as  aforesaid  shall  be  due  and  payable  in  coin  or 
bullion. 

Mr.  HIGBY,  I  move  to  strike  that  out.  Mr. 
Chairman,  gold  and  silver  have  a  standard  value 
that  cannot  be  varied  in  the  market.  I  know^  that 
gentlemen  make  the  arguinent  that  gold  and  silver 
ai'e  now  cominodities,  but  in  all  those  sections  of 
the  Union  where  gold  and  silver  are  taken  out  of 
the  earth  they  are  the  circulating  medium. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suggest,  that,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  this  paragraph  be  passed  over  for 
the  present. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  copper  and  lead  ingots,  pigs  or  bars,  and  spelter  and 
brass,  a  duty  of  three  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  COBB.     I  ask  that  that  be  passed  over. 
Mr.  STEVENS.      I    hope   that   that   will  be 
aei-eed  to. 

Tht;rc  was  no'6'fiit;dt16iV;  ami  it  was  so  ordered. 


The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  rolled  brass,  copper  rolled,  yellow  sheathing  metal, 
in  rods  or  sheets,  and  shot,  sheet  lead,  and  lead  pipes,  a 
duly  of  three  per  cent,  ad  valorem  :  Provided,  That  when 
any  of  the  articles  herein  mentioned  shall  not  have  been 
assessi.'d  and  a  duty  paid  thereon  of  three  per  cent.,  in  the 
form  of  ingots,  pigs,  or  bars,  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  shall 
be  assessed  and  paid  thereon. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  that  that  he  passed  over. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  leather  of  all  descriptions,  curried  or  finished,  a  duty 
of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  :  Provided,  That  all  leather  pre- 
viously assessed  in  the  rough,  and  upon  which  duties  have 
been  actually  paid,  shall  be  assessed  on  tlie  increased  value 
only  when  curried  or  finished. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  strike  out 
"  five"  and  insert  "  three." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  wine  made  of  grapes,  a  duty  of  five  cents  per  gallon. 

Mr.  LAW.  I  move  to  insert  after  "grapes" 
the  words  "  except  native  grapes." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

MESSAGE    FROM    THE    SENATE. 

The  committee  informally  rose;  and  the  House 
received  a  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald, one  of  their  clerks,  informing  the  House 
that  the  Senate  had  passed  a  bill  (H.R.  No.l98) 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  AriTiy 
for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1865,  with 
amendments;  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  was  requested. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  insist  upon  its  disagi-ee- 
ment  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill  (S.  No.  76)  relatittg  to  ap- 
pointments in  the  naval  service  and  courts-martial, 
agree  to  the  conference  asked  by  the  House  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  and  had 
appointed  Mr.  Hale,  Mr.  Willet,  and  Mr. 
Ramsey  such  committee  on  the  pact  of  the  Senate. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  insist  upon  its  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  370)  to  appoint  cer* 
tain  oflicers  of  the  Navy,  agree  to  the  conference 
asked  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon,  and 
had  appointed  Mr.  Hale,  Mr.  Willey,  and  Mr. 
Ramsky  such  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

INTERNAL  REVENUE  BILL AGAIN. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California.  I  move  to  ainend 
ill  line  three  liundrcd  and  fifty-four  by  striking 
out  ".five"  and  inserting"  three,"  so  that  the  tax 
on  wine  made  of  grapes  shall  be  three  cents  per 
gallon. 

.This  is,  I  believe,  the  only  agricultural  product 
which  has  been  taxed  thus  far  in  this  bill,  and  I 
wish  the  Clerk  to  read  a  memorial  of  the  Califor- 
nia Legislature  upon  this  siibject,  and  1  hope  the 
committee  will  listen  to  it. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 
'  "  Whereas  Congress  has  levied  a  tax  of  five  cents  per 
gallon  on  all  wine  made  in  the  United  States  ;  and  whereas 
the  value  of  must  (or  wine  fresh  from  the  press')  does  not 
exceed  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  in  the  largest  wine-making 
district  of  this  State,  thus  making  the  lax  on  the  wine  three 
hundred  per  cent,  more  than  that  on  manufactured  arti- 
cles generally  ;  and  whereas  the  unequal  and  consequently 
unjust  taxation  is  levied  chiefly  at  the  expense  of  Califor- 
nia, which  is  now  the  first  vvinc-making  State  in  the  Union, 
and  will  next  year  produce  more  than  all  the  other  States;' 
and  whereas  this  tax  is  not  only  very  unjust,  but  in  many 
cases  almost  ruinous  to  tlie  producer,  and  must  have  beeii 
adopted  in  misapprehension  of  the  facts:  Therefore, 

"  Resolved  hy  the  Assembly,  (the  Senate  concurring,) 
That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  be  re- 
quested to  lay  the  tacts  stated  in  the  preceding  preamble 
before  that  hody,  and  urge  a  reduction  of  the  tax  on  wine 
to  the  same  rate  with  that  on  manufactured  articles  gen- 
erally. 

"  .4ii(f  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  copy  of'these  resolutions  to  each  of 
our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress." 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California.  Gentlemen  who 
have  listened  to  this  memorial  have  learned  all  the 
facts  relative  to  this  branch  of  business.  The  tax 
upon  this  product  is  greater  by  far  than  upon  any 
other  agricultural  product,  not  excepting  even 
cotton.  The  raw  product,  "  must,"  as  stated  in 
that  memorial,  can  be  produced  for  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  and  it  is  purchased  for 
that  on  contracts  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  gal- 
lonsin  the  southern  part  of  Califoruia.  Thistax 
will  have  a  t(uidency  to  break  up  a  growing  and 
very  prornising  branch  of  industry.  It  is  said 
that  this  is  a  luxury.  It  is  not  a  luxury  to  the 
producer;  it  is  that  upon  wiiich  he  depend.^  for 
his  support;  and  if  this  tax  is  not  reduced,  the 
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business  will  be  seriously  interfered  wiili.  In  fact, 
somi;  vineyards  have  already  been  uinooled  an<l 
the  land  appropriated  to  other  agricultural  prod- 
ucts. 

1  presume,  from  intinnaiions  we  have  heard 
lierc,  liiat  some  regard  this  as  a  low  tax.  It  is 
high,  and  in  some  cases  amounts  trt  fifty  percent., 
and  in  all  cas«B  to  those  who  produce  it  to  tliirty- 
ihree  and  a  third  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  the 
Ipi'oduct.  Gentlemen  are  not  aware  of  the  injury 
tiiey  are  likely  to  iiiflict  upon  this  liranch  of  in- 
dustry. A  three  cent  tax  will  afford  more  reve- 
nue than  five  cents.  If  this  interest  is  properly* 
fostered  it  will,  not  be  many  years  before  that 
country  will  supply  wine  to  foreiejn  countries, 
certainly  to  the  whole  United  States,  at  a  cheap 
rate,  and  I  do  hope  the  sensible  view  will  be  taken 
of  this  matter  which  is  presented  by  that  memo- 
rial, and  that  the  House  will  adopt  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of 
encouraging  the  production  of  native  wines.  I 
look  forward  to  the  time  when  wc  not  only  shall 
get  all  our  wines  from  California,  but  get  a  better 
and  purer  article  than  we  nowget  fjom  any  other 
quarter  of  the  world.  But  we  have  already  raised 
the  tax  on  spirituou-s  liquors,  beer,  ale,  and  por- 
ter, so  that  the  wines  of  California  are  about  the 
cht-apest  beverage  left  to  be  drank. 

But  there  is  aiiother  thing  to  be  thought  of. 
Before  this  Congress  adjourns  I  have  no  doubt 
we  ."shall  impose  a  heavy  duty  upon  foreign  wines; 
and  if  wc  shall  do  so,  the  people  of  California 
may  well  thank  this  Congress  for  imposing  even 
u  higher  rate  than  we  now  impose,  even  ten  cents 
upon  their  wines,  and  the  tax  on  foreign  wines 
will  be  a  greater  encouiagement  than  they  now 
have  if  no  duty  is  imposed  upon  domestic  wine. 
I  myself  should  be  in  favor  of  even  a  higherduty. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  The  wines  produced  in  Cali- 
fornia are  the  products  of  small  producers,  of  men 
who  have  small  graperies,  and  make  a  very  few 
Ijarrels  or  gallons  a  year.  The  article  is  not  good 
for  use  when  it  first  comes  fiom  the  press. 

But  these  small  consumers  have  to  sell  the  wine 
as  it  comes  from  the  press  in  order  to  do  any 
business,  and  they  have  to  sell  it  at  these  low 
rates.  It  is  not  wine  that  is  fit'for  drink.  It  is 
an  article  vvliich  will  become  fit  to  drink  in  the 
process  of  time.  But  they  must  sell  it  just  as  the 
farmer  sells  the  produce  of  his  farm,  and  tlien  it 
is  treasuied  up  by  those  wlio  happen  to  have 
ca|iital  to  invest.  This  tax,  therefore,  would  bear 
directly  upon  the  small  producers. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  move  to  amend  the  section  by 
inserting"  ten"  in  place  of  "  five."  I  confess  that 
I  approach  this  section  with  a  little  timidity,  be- 
cause I  hold  the  doctrine  that  a  man  ought  not  to 
talk  on  a  question  on  which  he  is  not  wholly 
posted,  and  I  do  notknow, experimentally,  much 
about  wine;  but  I  do  know  that  the  wines  made 
in  Ohio  sell  for  a  dollar  and  a  dollar  and  a  quar- 
ter a  bottle.  Theycall  it  "  sparkling  Catawba." 
Now,  if  it  is  worth  $1  25  a  bottle,  I  think  it  will 
bear  a  tax  of  ten  cents.  They  an:  commencing 
to  make  wine  in  my  own  State.  It  .sells  now  for 
fifty  and  seventy  cents  a  gallon.  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  vote  for  the  protection  of  this  article 
and  all  otlier.s.  I  will  vote  to  impose  a  taxof  a 
dollar  or  two  dollars  upon  imported  wine,  so  as 
lo  keep  it  away;  and  if  there  is  a  high  duty 
jilaced  upon  imported  wine,  then  domestic  wine 
will  bear  u  lax  not  only  of  ten  cents,  but  of  forty 
cents.  The  manufacturers  can  afford  to  pay  it, 
and  those  who  drink  wine  can  afford  to  pay  it.  I 
do  not  drink  it.  It  bites  like  the  serpent  a'nd 
s-tings  like  tlie  adder.  Those  who  will  drink  it 
cnn  alford  to  pay  the  tax  I  propose,  and  I  am  .sat- 
isfied that  no  material  interest  of  the  country  will 
suffer  from  it. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  1  believe  that  the  House 
will  not  adopt  (he  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
I'rom  lowii,and  1  only  rise  for  the  purpose  of  .say- 
ing that  if  tlie  tariff  on  wine  is  increased,  and  n 
specrific  duly  of  fifty  cents  or  more  per  gallon  is 
.ipplied  to  wines,  so  as  to  prevent  the  swindling 
ii'i\n'x  on  by  the  adulteration  of  wines  in  France 
wiiicli  arc  .sent  over  here  under  thea(/  valorem  sys- 
tem, California  will  be  benefited  and  will  be  very 
willing  to  pay  this  tax  of  five  cents  a  gallon.  And 
if  hereafter  the  neces.iitiea  of  the  country  require 
iliat  the  tax  shall  be  increual'd,  tlnn  you  ran  put 
on  an  increased  tax. 


Sir,  we  in  California  exempt  vineyards  for  three 
years  from  State  and  county  taxation  in  order  to 
encourage  the  wine-producing  interests  of  the 
State,  and  instead  of  sending  out  §20,000,000  and 
more  annually  for  foreign  wines,  we  shall  be  en- 
abled to  furnish  all  our  own  home  consumption 
and  export  besides,  unless  this  Congress,  by  oner- 
ous taxation, cripples,  retards,  and  paralyzes  the 
infant  wine-growing  interests  of  that  State. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment so  as  to  make  the  tax  nine  cents  instead  of 
ten  cents.  I  offer  that  amendment  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saying  that  1  hope  nothing  will  be  done 
by  this  Congress  to  discourage  the  growth  of  the 
vine  and  the  manufacture  of  domestic  wines.  I 
regard  it  as  one  of  the  most  important  growing 
interests  in  the  country.  Like  the  gentleman 
from  California,  I  think  that  if  we  now  foster  it 
or  abstain  from  striking  it  down  at  a  time  when 
all  the  great  interests  of  the  country  are  being 
aimed  at  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  it  may  ob- 
tain a  foothold  in  this  country  v/hich  will  ulti- 
mately work  out  not  only  important  results  so 
far  as  profit  is  concerned,  but  so  far  also  as  the 
morals  of  the  country  are  concerned.  I  contend 
that  one  great  object  of  the  people  of  the  country 
and  of  the  Legislature  of  the  country  and  of  the 
philanthropists  of  tlie  country,  should  be  to  en- 
courage the  consumption  of  pure  domestic  wine. 
It  contributes  to  health  ;  it  contributes  to  sobriety. 
In  corroboration  of  that  fact  I  cite  the  experience 
of  France  and  Germany,  where  wine  is  consumed 
as  a  common  beverage;  and  I  assert  that  there  is 
not  a  more  sober  and  healthy  people  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  than  the  people  of  those  countries. 
I  want  to  see  the  cultivation  and  manufacture  of 
wine  encouraged  here  until  it  becomes  the  com- 
mon drink  of  this  country  as  it  is  of  the  coun- 
tries I  have  mentioned.  1  want  to  see  wine  sub- 
stituted to  a  great  extent  for  whisky,  brandy,  and 
rum,  the  indulgence  in  which  brings  people  down 
to  the  level  of  the  brute.  I  hope  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  to  increase  the  duty 
on  wine  will  not  prevail.  I  think  the  duty  as 
fixed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a 
reasonable  one,  and  I  do  not  wish  any  objection 
to  be  made  to  it  by  my  friends  from  California. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  will  state  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  that  we  are  perfectly  willing 
to  submit  to  the  tax  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  rise  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment.  1  endeavored  to  get  the 
floor  to  move  an  amendment  to  increase  the  tax 
to  thirty  cents  per  gallon  instead  of  ten.  That  is 
the  tax  imposed  last  night  upon  oil  for  lights; 
and  yet  gentlemen  come  here  to  plead  this  morn- 
ing for  the  wine-guzzler,  or,  to  use  a  more  mod- 
erate term,  the  wine-bibber.  The  class  of  men 
which  they  plead  for  is  that  of  which  it  has  been 
said,  "  Woe  unto  them  that  rise  up  early  in  the 
morning  that  tliey  may  pursue  strong  drink." 

Mr.  COLE.  Thisis  notstrongdrink.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  Do  not  tax  the  men  who 
belong  to  the  idle,  the  loafer,  and  the  luxurious 
classes.  Do  not  tax  thein,  but  if  you  find  any- 
thing within  the  range  of  taxation  to  light  up  a 
home  and  make  it  cheerful,  place  the  tax  upon  it. 
Do  not  touch  wine,  do  not  touch  wliisky,  do 
not  touch  anything  that  affects  the  pockets  of  the 
wealthy.  But  make  the  poor  pay,  who  are  not 
very  well  represented  here,  who  do  not  under- 
stand their  interests  sufficiently  to  clamor  around 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which 
stands  up  more  obstinately  for  whisky  than  any- 
thing else.  Tax  all  the  poor,  because  they  will 
not  murmur  at  elections  and  will  not  be  heard. 
I  spoke  here  last  night  a  word  or  two  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  shanties  that  line  the  railroads  of 
the  country,  the  shanties  of  the  poor  Irishmen 
that  vote  for  you,  gentlemen.  I  want  to  make 
these  humble  homes  a  little  more  cheerful  at  night. 
But  you  have  voted  to  tax  them  thirty  cents  a 
gallon  on  the  oil  they  consume;  and  now  you 
will  not  impose  a  tax  of  ten  cents  a  gallon  on  the 
wine  that  reddens  the  face  of  half  the  members 
of  this  House.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  withdraw  my  amendment; 
and  now  1  move  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the 
ge.ntleman  from  Iowa  by  reducing  the  tax  on  wine 
to  eight  cents  per  gallon.  I  wish  to  make  a  re- 
mark ill  answer  to  my  friend  iVom  Pennsylvania, 
[iVIr.  Scorir.LD,]  who  seems  very  much  aggrieved 


on  the  subject  of  the  tax  which  we  have  imposed 
upon  petroleum.  He  speaks  about  taxing  the 
light  of  the  cabins  of  the  poor;  but  his  trouble 
is  that  tliat  is  the  oil  which  flows  out  of  the  earth 
in  his  district,  and  which  makes  him  so  rich,  and 
he  wants  to  keep  off  taxation  so  that  he  may  be 
richer. 

The  gentleiTian  talks  about  the  Irishmen  being 
imposed  upon.  You  deny  the  Irishman  oil,  he 
says,  and  give  him  whisky.  I  am  ready  to  refer 
that  question  to  the  Irishman  himself,  [laughter,] 
and  if  he  does  not  take  whisky  in  preference  to 
oil  he  is  not  the  Irishman  I  always  supposed  him 
to  be;  and  1  ask  my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Kernan]  if  I  am  not  right  in  that.  He  says  we 
are  not  for  imposing  a  tax  upon  wine,  and  speaks 
of  the  red-faced  men  in  this  House,  because  the 
gentleman  happens  to  be  a  pale-faced  man.  I 
understand  that  while  the  habit  of  drinking  pro- 
duces, in  some  persons,  concejitration  of  blood 
upon  the  vital  organs,  that  is  the  most  dangerous 
sort  of  drinking  in  tlie  world.  [Laughter.]  He 
says  the  Bible  is  opposed  to  the  drinking  of  wine. 
I  would  like  him  to  put  his  finger  upon  that  pas- 
sage in  the  Bible  which  prohibits  the  culture  and 
use  of  wine  "for  the  stomach's  sake."  Our  Sa- 
viour converted  water  into  wine  at  the  marriage 
feast  of  Cana. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  did  not  quote  from  the 
Bible,  but  from  quite  a  different  volume. 

I'vlr.  MALLORY.  I  was  about  to  remark  that 
my  friend  over  the  way  from  Massachusetts  who 
is  on  the  Committee  of  AVays  and  Means,  or 
rather,  perhaps,  his  predecessor 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. I  submit  that  it  is  unparliamentary  to  un- 
dertake to  quote  the  Bible  in  this  House. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  1  have  no  doubt  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  would  be  glad  to  have  the  Bible 
excluded  from  this  House.  "But  I  think  differ- 
ently. I  bow  to  its  authority.  But,  sir,  I  desire 
that  the  poor  people  of  this  country  shall  be  able 
to  purchase  wine  cheaply  as  the  most  healthy 
drink  that  can  be  obtained.  I  am  therefore  op- 
posed to  placing  a  heavy  tax  upon  native  wines. 
1  think  its  culture  ought  to  be  encouraged.  I  am 
in  favor,  too,  of  the  poor  man  getting  his  light 
cheaply;  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  in 
this  bill  that  will  prevent  it. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  if  he  thinlcs  the  Irishman 
would  prefer  wine  to  whisky.'.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  think  perhaps  afteralittle 
education  he  would.  I  very  much  doubt  now,  if 
the  matter  was  left  to  his  choice,  whether  he  would 
lake  the  wine.     [Laughter.] 

What  I  desire  is  that  this  article  of  domestic 
wine  may  be  made  so  clieaply  as  to  be  placed 
within  the  reach  of  all  classes  of  our  people  as  a 
common  beverage.  I  believe  that  the  custom 
would  be  alike  conducive  to  health  and  morality, 
and  I  insist  upon  that  position  notwithstanding 
what  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvanit\  has  said. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MALLORY.    I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  object  to  the  withdrawing  of 
the  amendment  for  two  -reasons:  first,  because  I 
deny  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Bible  again.st 
the  use  of  wine;  and  secondly ,  because  I  deny  his 
proposition  that  a  cheaper  and  better  beverage 
than  wine  is  not  to  be  found.  Sir,  there  is  a 
cheaper  and  better  beverage  to  be  found  in  some 
places  in  the  far  West,  and  in  earlier  years  1  re- 
member it  gushing  from  the  hill-sides  and  moun- 
tain springs  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  known  as 
water.  It  may  be  found  by  those  who  are  anxious 
to  drink  ii  in  almost  all  places  as  free  as  the  air  we 
breathe. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  hope  if  my  friend  has 
found  such  a  beverage  that  he  will  not  mention 
it  here,  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
will  have  a  tax  upon  it  immediately  if  they  find 
it  out.   [Laughter.] 

Mr.  PRICE.  I'hen,  again,  so  far  as  health  is 
concerned,  1  have  found,  in  the  course  of  my  ob- 
servations, that  the  man  who  drinks  water  is 
about  as  healthy  and  about  as  good  a  man,  phys- 
ically and  mentally,  as  the  man  who  drinks  wine. 
But,  sir,  this  is  not  a  question  of  beverage  in  this 
committee,  it  is  a  question  of  revenue,  and,  in  my 
judgment,  wine  can  alford  to  pay  ten,  twenty,or 
forty  cents  per  gallon  better  than  oil  san  pay  thirty 
cents.     One  is  necessary;  the  other  is  not.    Men 
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cannot  live  wirliont  light,  but  they  can  live  virith- 
oiu  wine. 

Now,  let  tyje  say  to  that  gentleman  that  the 
Bil>!e  is  full  of  denunciations  against  those  who 
driiik  strong  drink.  "Look  not  upon  the  wine" 
is  written  in  tiie  sacred  word.  When  the  e;en- 
tleman  tells  me  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Bible 
ngainstdrinking,  1  quote  to  him  "  Woe  to  the  man 
that  pulleth  the  bottle  to  his  neighbor's  lips." 

iMr.  MALLORY.  The  gentleman  did  not  un- 
derstand me  cori-ectly  to  say  there  was  nothing 
in  the  Bible  against  using  strong  drink  to  excess. 
I  said  there  was  nothing  against  using  it  for  the 
"sioniacli's  sake"  and  for  physical  infirmitie.s. 
1  understand  as  well  as  he  the  impropriety  of 
using  it  t(i  excess. 

Mr.  PRICE.  "Look  not  upon  the  wine,"  is 
the  authority. 

Air.  THAYER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
My  qiiestiiin  of  order  is  that  sermons  are  out  of 
order  in  this  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  EARNS  WORTH.  I  rise  to  another  ques- 
tion of  order:  that  when  the  gentleman  quotes 
Scripture  he  ought  to  quote  it  correctly.  The  ex- 
pre.ssion  is,  "  Look  not  upon  the  wine  when  it  is 
red;"  that  is,  when  drugs  have  been  introduced 
into  it.  [Lauffhter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  am  inclined  to  differ  with  the 
Chair,  though  I  am  obliged  to  him  for  overruling 
the  question  of  order;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  K(M-moiis  are  out  of  order  here.  1  look  upon 
thiy  que.stion  here  purely  as  one  of  revenue,  and 
1  honestly  believe  this  article  will  bear  a  duty  of 
(en,  twenty,  and  even  thirty  cents  as  well  as  other 
articles  which  we  have  heavily  taxed.  The  coun- 
try, sir,  will  hold  us  responsible  while  we  tax  the 
necessaries  of  life  if  we  do  not  also  lay  a  heavy 
tax  upon  the  luxuries. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  that  the  committee  rise 
in  order  to  close  debate. 

The  motion  v/as  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illi- 
nois, reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and 
particularly  House  bill  No.  405,  to  provide  in- 
ternal revenue  tt)  support  the  Government,  to  pay 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  that  all  debate  "in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
on  the  paragraphs  relating  to  wine  be  closed  in 
one  minute  after  the  committee  shall  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended ,  and  tin;  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
miuee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
ComiTiittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  SHANNON,  by  unanimous  consent,  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  Price's  amendment  was  then  rejected. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "wine"  the  words  "  not  made  from  cur- 
rants, rlmbarb,  gooseberries,  strawberries,  or 
blackberries." 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman  to 
modify  his  amendment  so  as  to  make  it  read,  "  not 
iTinilc  from  currants,  rhul^irb,  or  berries." 

Mr.  FIOTCHKISS.  I  accept  tl;e  modifica- 
lioii. 

The  am<'ndment  as  modified  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  1  move  to  strike  oflt  "  twenty- 
five"  and  insert  "fifty,"  so  that  it  will  read: 

On  all  other  win'^i  or  liquiirs  known  or  denomiimted  as 
Willi;,  or  produced  by  being  roctifind  or  mixed  with  other 
s|)lrits,  or  into  which  any  matter  whatever  may  be  infused 
to  hv  t^old  as  wine,  or  liy  iiiiy  oihernam<-,and  iiotolherwii>« 
provided  lor  in  tiiis  act,  a  duty  ol'liiiy  cents  per  gallon. 

Mr.  NORTON  moved  to  make  it  one  dollar. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agived  to. 

The  committee  divided  on  Mr.  Holman's 
amendment;  and  there  were — ayes  66,  noes  29. 


Mr.  MORRILL  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MALLOPtY.  I  move  to  insert  before  the 
woi'd  "matter"  the  word  "injurious,"  so  that 
it  will  read,  "into  which  any  injurious  matter 
whatever  may  be  infused  to  be  sold  as  wine,"&c. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Provided,  That  the  returns,  assessment,  and  collections 
of  the  duties  on  sucli  wines  sliall  be  subject  to  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  ;  and  any 
person  who  shall  willingly  and  knowingly  sell  or  ofTer  for 
sale  any  such  wine  made  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  upon 
which  the  duty  herein  imposed  has  not  been  paid,  or  which 
lias  been  fraudulently  evaded,  sliall,  upon  conviction 
thereof,  be.suhject  to  a  penalty  of  $100  or  to  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  two  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Mr.  A.MYERS.   I  move  to  add  the  following: 
Provided,  That  the  unferinented  juice  of  the  grape  before 

it  is  bottled  and  crude  petroleum  shall  pay  no  tax,  anything 

in  this  act  to  tlie  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  amendment  was  disagi'eed  to. 
The  Clerk  read,  as  follows; 

On  furs  of  all  descriptions,  when  made  up  or  manufac- 
tured, a  duty  of  live  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  1  move  to  strike  out  "  five" 
and  insert  "  ten."  Mr.  Chairman,  these  furs  are 
purchased  only  by  the  rich  who  can  afford  to  pay 
for  them, and  the  tax  ought  to  be  at  least  ten  per 
cent. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  observe  that  boots  and  shoes 
and  clothing  are  taxed  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
and  the  tax  ought  to  be  higher  upon  furs.  It 
ought  at  least  to  be  ten  per  cent. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  make  it '<  four" 
instead  of"  five."  I  desire  to  say  this:  the  pro- 
cess of  manufacturing  these  furs  is  the  employ- 
ment of  women,  and  does  not  amount  in  many 
instances  to  five  per  cent,  on  the  furs;  and  if  we 
levy  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  upon  this  manu- 
facture, it  will  be  one  of  the  most  extravagant 
duties  in  this  act.  This  is  all  it  could  bear,  and 
perhaps  more  than  it  could  bear. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  rise  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. 1  ask  my  friend  from  lov/a  to  withdraw 
his  amendment.  The  people  who  wear  expens- 
ive furs  cannot  afford  to  pay  ten  per  cent,  on 
them.  The  gentleman  from  Vermont  says  that 
it  is  most  burdensome,  and  his  tone  is  more  do- 
lorous and  his  manner  more  affectionate  when 
pleading  for  these  aristocrats  than  at  any  other 
time  during  the  progress  of  the  bill.  The  people 
who  wear  these  furs  cannot  afford  to  pay  more 
than  five  per  cent.,  but  the  poor  people's  light 
can  pay  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  duty  I 

Mr.  MORRILL,  by  unanimous  consent,  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  Grinjstell's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

On  ready-made  clothing,  boots  and  slioes,  caps,  hats,  and 
bonnets,  or  other  articles  of  dress  for  the  wear  of  men, 
women,  or  children,  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem:  Provided, 
That  any  tailor,  boot  or  shoemaker,  hat,  cap,  or  bonnet- 
maker,  milliner,  or  dress-maker,  manufacturing  any  of  the 
foregoing  to  order  as  custom  work  and  not  for  sale  generally, 
who  shall  make  affidavit  to  the  assessor  or  assistant  as- 
sessor that  the  entire  amount  of  such  manufactures  so 
made  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $600  per  annum,  shall  be 
exemptfrom  duty  ;  when  exceeding  |;600  per  annum,  aduty 
of  three  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the  excess  above  $600. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to  strike  out 
"  three"  and  insert  "  five." 

THic  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  move  to  strike 
out  "  five"  and  insert  "  three."  I  will  remind 
the  gentleman  that  ready-made  clothing  is  worn 
almost  exclusively  by  the  poorer  class  to  which 
he  has  referred.  The  proposition  that  they  shall 
pay  as  much  tax  upon  their  clothing  as  is  paid 
upon  custom  wosk  is  not  right. 

Mr.  EENTON.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  prevail.  The  tax  as  it  now  stands  is  three 
per  cent,  on  ready-made  clothing,  and  one  per 
cent,  on  custom-work.  There  would  besoine  pro- 
priety in  putting  up  the  tax  on  ready-made  cloth- 
ing.    It  is  a  prosperous  interest. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  amend,  in  line 
three  hundred  and  eighty-three,  by  inserting,  after 
the  word  "foregoing,"  the  word  "articles,"  a 
mere  verbal  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUT  WELL.     1  move  to  amend,  in  hue 


three  hundred  and  eighty-two,  by  inserting,  after 
the  words  "  dress-maker,"  the  word  "  exclusive- 
ly." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend,  in  line 
four  hundred  and  fifteen,  by  inserting;,  before  the 
word  "  duties,"  the  word  "  import." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I   move  to  amend,  in   line 
three  hundred  and  ninety-two,  by  striking  out 
"  and"  and  inserting  "  which." 
■    Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Verrnont  whether,  in  this  paragraph,  extend- 
ing from  line  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  to  line 
four  hundred  and  ten,  imposing  a  tax  on  various 
articles  of  cotton,  silk,  wool,  flax,  hemp,  and 
worsted  manufacture,  there  is  any  exception 
made  of  cloth  manufactured  by  a  family  for  fam- 
ily use?     I  think  it  was  intended  to  except  that. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  There  is  ageneral  exception 
elsewhere  which  covers  that  case. 

Mr.  ROSS.  1  move  to  amend  in  line  four  hun- 
dred and  twelve  by  striking  out  "five"  and  in- 
serting "  twenty-five,"  so  as  to  make  the  tax  on 
diainonds,  emeralds, &c.,  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  by  making 
the  amount  ten  per  cent. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  trust  the  committee  will 
not  put  such  a  duty  upon  any  kind  of  business 
as  will  drive  it  out  of  the  country.  I  think  they 
have  virtually  done  that  in  reference  to  furs.  I 
ask  for  a  division  upon  this  question  by  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Holman  and 
Mr.  Morrill  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  58,  noes  34. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHANLER.  I  desire  to  go  back  to  the 
last  paragraph,  and  move  an  amendment  by  taking 
India-rubber  goods  out  of  the  list  of  goods  taxed 
five  per  cent.,  and  making  it  seven  per  cent,  ad 
valorem. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  object  to  going!  nek.  I 
now  move  to  amend  in  line  four  hundicd  and 
twenty-four  by  striking  out  "  twenty-five"  and 
inserting  "  thirty;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

On  tobacco,  cavendish,  ping,  twist,  and  Tnannfactured 
tobacco  not  otherwise  provided  for,  of  all  descriptions, 
(not  including  suufl',  cigars,  line-cut,  smoking,  tobacco 
made  exclusively  of  stems  and  not  sweetened  or  otiierwise 
prepared,  nor  shorts  or  other  refuse  separated  from  fine-cut 
tobacco  in  the  proccssof  manufacturing,)  and  on  stemmed 
tobacco,  thirty  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  increasing  theamountto  thirty-five  cents 
The  committee  will  observe  that  in  line  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  fine-cut  tobacco  is  taxed 
thirty-five  cents.  I  hold  in  my  hand  aletter  from 
a  gentleman  familiar  with  all  these  matters,  and 
yet  not  engaged  in  either  branch  of  this  trade,  in 
which  he  says: 

"This  bill  is  in  one  respect  partial,  and  should  not  be  so. 
It  declares  twenty-five  cents  per  pound  as  the  tax  on  plug 
or  cavendish  tobacco  and  thirty-five  cents  on  fine-cut  to- 
bacco. I  do  not  believe  the  committee  intended  to  do  any 
injustice  tu  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fine-cut 
tobacco,  and  yet  that  would  be  the  elfect  of  this  provision 
of  the  bfll.  The  tax  should  be  the  same  on  both,  even 
though  the  highest  sum  should  be  adopted." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  see  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  over  the  way,  [Scofield,]  who 
made  so  eloquentan  appeal  for  the  Irishmen,  who 
mostly  use  plug  tobacco,  is  not  now  in  his  seat, 
or  I  would  leave  the  defense  of  this  matter  with 
him.  The  committee  thought  we  ought  to  put  a 
lower  tax  upon  this  kind  than  upon  fine-cut, 
which  is  mostly  used  by  gentlemen,  and  is  put  up 
in  fancy  papers  and  tinfoil  wrappers.  We  thought 
when  put  up  in  these  nice  parcels  and  packages 
it  would  bear  a  little  higher  rate  of  duty  than  the 
plug.  It  was  intended  originally  to  have  reported 
thirty  cents  on  plug  and  cavendish. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  will  modify  my  amend- 
ment and  make  the  tax  thirty-four,  in  order  that 
I  may  say  a  few  words. 

My  esteemed  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Mallory,]  and  my  respected  friend  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Morrill,]  have  alluded  to  me  as 
entitled  tosj)eakfor  Irishmen, and  have  bygood- 
natui-ed  allusions  to  their  real  or  supposed  peculi- 
arities raised  a  smile  at  their  expense.  1  accept 
the  position.     Whether  entitled  or  not  to  flpetxk 
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for  thcin,  I  am  nf  their  kith  and  lun.  1  stand 
with  them  when  the  good-natured  joke  causes  a 
liuish  at  their  expense,  and  I  have  never  shrunk 
f\oni  them  when  hitler  an<l  illiberal  denunciation 
has  been  hurled  against  them  as  a  class,  and  I 
never  siiall.  They  have  tlieir  foibles  and  their 
foulis;  what  class  has  not?  But  they  have  noble 
characteristics  and  many  virtues.  Tliey  come  to 
this  country  iiiiending  to  make  it  their  liome. 
They  desire  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  love 
our  institutions  because  they  secure  them.  They 
desire  the  perpetuation  of  the  Union;  no  class 
has  a  greater  interest  in  its  preservation  ttian  they 
and  their  descendants;  they  will  do  their  whole 
duty  ill  trying  to  maintain  it. 

'I'he  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill] 
jokingly  said  that  lie  favored  the  lower  rather 
than  the  higher  tax  proposed  on  this  article  (cav- 
endish tobacco)  out  of  regard  to  my  Irish  friends. 
I  thank  him,  but  fear  it  will  be  like  too  many  of 
the  professions  of  regard  for  them  from  the  polit- 
ical party  wiili  which  he  acts,  more  of  professions 
than  of  practical  good .  The  Irish  laborer,  like 
every  other  laborer  in  our  country,  will  liuve  to 
bear  his  full  share  of  the  burdens  of  the  taxation 
imposed  by  this  bill.  He  will  pay  no  income  tax, 
It  is  true,  but  he  will  have  to  pay  a  tax  on  the 
spade  with  which  he  earns  his  bread,  upon  all  the 
necessaries  wliich  he  and  liis  family  consume; 
upon  the  shoes  which  cover  his  feel,  the  rough 
coat  which  protects  him  from  the  storm.  The 
price  of  all  these  will  be  enhanced  by  the  taxation 
necessary  to  carry  on  this  war.  He  will  bear  it 
without  complaint  if  we  make  it  a  war  for  and 
thereby  preserve  the  union  of  the  States  under 
the  Constitution,  and  stop  the  war  when  this  is 
accomplished.  If  this  be  not  done,  he  and  every 
other  citizen  has  great  reason  to  complain. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
if^reed  to. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NELSON.  I  move  to  amend,  in  line  four 
liundred  and  thirty-jour,  by  strikingout  "thirty- 
five"  and  inserting  "  fifteen;"  so  that  the  tax  on 
finc-cut,  manufactured,  to  be  sold  or  delivered 
loose,  in  bulk,  or  in  packages,  papers,  wrappers, 
or  boxes,  shall  be  fifteen  cents  per  pound. 

I  ask  fiio  Clerk  to  read  a  remonstrance  I  hold 
in  my  liand,  presented  by  many  manufacturers 
ill  New  York  of  great  experience  and  respecta- 
bility.       ^ 

Tlie  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

FisuKiLL,  New  York.  .Jpri/  ai,  ie84. 

Dear  .Sir  :  VVc,  llie  uiulertiisiied,  take  the  liberty  of  rc- 
questuif;  you,  as  our  Representative,  to  present  to  their 
li<)Moral)lel)ody,iliei!.epresentative3in  Congress  assembled, 
tlie  rollowiiij;  petition  in  reference  to  tlie  lieayy  tax  pro- 
poried  nil  tobacco  and  cigars.  If  passed,  it  will  be  the  ruin 
of  all  lioiR'it  inaiiufactiirois  and  throw  thousands  out  of 
em  pi  oyinont,.  thereby  defeat  in):  the  very  object  the  Govern- 
ment iias  in  imposing  suoli  taxation.  We  therel'ore  ask 
lliat  the  tax  proposed  lie  modified  iu  sucli  a  way  tiiat  it  will 
li(-nefit  llie  Govcriinieiit  and  those  connected  with  tiiis 
business.  It  can  be  done  and  should  be  done  in  justice  to 
all  concerned. 

Hon.  II.  A.  Nelson. 

Mr.  NELSON.  That  remonstrance  is  signed 
by  forty-four  men  who  are  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture, many  of  them  on  a  very  large  scale,  and 
tliey  say  that  to  increase  the  tax  so  largely  will 
scatter  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture, 
make  it  a  secret  operation,  and  breajc  up  the  busi- 
ness as  an  open,  known,  and  public  branch  of 
trade;  and  thiit  the  Government  will  derive  less 
rather  tlnfn  more  revenue  from  this  liigh  rate  of 
taxation.  The  fifteen  cents  I  propose  is  the  same 
us  the  rate  cijniained  in  the  old  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  this  morning  received a.Iet- 
tcr  from  a  large  tobacco  firm  in  Cincinnati,  say- 
ing that  tlie  tax  on  all  kinds  of  tobacco  will  bear 
to  be  increased  very  largely,  and  that  the  lax  on 
this  kind  ouj;lit  to  lie  |)ut  at  forty  or  fifty  cents. 

M  r.  NELSON.  Did  thutoiie  manufaciurer  in- 
form thechairnui^i  of  the  Comuiittge  of  Ways  and 
Means  how  iniicji  lie  hail  on  haiid  nlrcadj»maii- 
ufacturrd  .' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  No,  sir,  he  did  not.  I  was 
curioiifc  to  inquire  but  could  not  find  out,  and  I 
Hiippose  it  is  about  the  suipc  l}ni)(;  willi  Um;  Jflen 
who  signed  that  i)np(r, 

Mr.  NELSO.>f.     They  have  iioiif. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  take  it  for  granted  they 
have  no  stock  on  hand.  I  believe  that  all  thepe 
items  of  (ohucco  would  bear  a  larger  tax  than  is 
put  upon  them.  We  lii^ve  not  increa.sed  the  tux 
<0  anything  like  the  exti'iit  wk  h^ive  ini;re«;<ed  tl^,<j 


tax  on  whisky  and  petroleum-.  If  ray  recollection 
is  right  there  are  about  five  hundred  and  sixty  of 
the  class  of  manufacturers  who  liave  signed  the 
paper  which  has  been  read  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  Wliert^ are  the  balance.'  What  is  the  rea- 
son they  have  not  apjieared  here.'  I  hojie  the 
amendment  will  not  prevail. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

-Mr.  FRANK.  I  move  to  strike  out  in  line  four 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  on  page  132,  "  thirty- 
five,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "  fifty;"  so 
that  the  clause  will  read:  "  On  tobacco,  fine-cut, 
manufactured,  to  be  sold  or  delivered  loose,  in 
bulk,  or  in  packages,  papers,  wrappers,  or  boxeis, 
fifty  cents  per  pound." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  NELSON.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  Word  "  five,"  in  line  four  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  and  inserting  "  two"  in  Ueu  thereof; 
so  I  hat  the  clause  will  read:  "On  cigars,  valued 
at  not  over  ten  dollars  per  thousand,  two  dollars 
per  thousand."  That  will  leave  it  the  same  as  it 
is  in  the  old  tax  bili. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  in  line  four 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  by  striking  out  "  seven" 
and  inserting  "  eight;"  so  that  the  paragraph  will 
read:  "On  cigars,  valued  at  over  ten  dollars  and 
not  over  twenty  per  thousand,  eight  dollars  per 
thousand." 

Mr.  NELSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  "eight"  and  inserting 
"^2  50." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr.  Morrill's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NELSON.  In  line  four  hundred  and  forty 
I  move  to  strike  out  "  tv/elve"and  insert  "  five;" 
so  that  the  paragraph  will  read:  "  On  cigars,  val- 
ued at  over  twenty  dollars  and  not  over  forty  dol- 
lars per  thou.sand,  five  dollars  per  thousand." 

Tlie  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  move  to  strike  out"  twelve" 
and  insert  "fifteen." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  move  to  add  at  the  end  of  the 
paragraph,  in  relation  to  tobacco,  the  following:  ^ 

Provided,  Tliat  the  values  herein  mentioned  shall  be  tlie 
value  of  tlie  ariiclps  without  tlie  lax  added. 

In  support  of  that  amendment,  I  will  ask  the 
Clerk  to  read  a  letter  from  a  manufacturer  in  ex- 
planation of  this  proviso. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"  Ever  since  llie  tax  bill  has  been  in  oprration,  the  offi- 
cers of  iiilevnal  revenue  and  the  maiiufactureraofcigarshave 
been  at  .variance  in  regard  to  lh(^  proper  construction  lo  be 
placed  upon  the  word  '  value.'  By  referring  to  tlie  old  tax 
bill  you  will  observe  thai  the  section  appertaining  to  cigars 
reads  tlius: 

'•  'All  cigars  valued  at  five  dollars  and  not  over  ten  dollars 
per  thousand,  two  dollars  per  thousand;  over  ten  dollars 
andnot  over  iweiily  dollars,  .'$2  50  per  thousand;' &c.  Now, 
the  question  at  issue  is,  wliether  llio  franiers  of  the  bill  in- 
tended the  word  'value'  to  moan  the  price  of  the  cigars  as 
sold  by  the  manufacturer,  with  or  vvilhoul  the  t.ix.  We 
liaive  been  paying  at  the  rate,  with  tax  added. according  to 
the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  but 
have  never  thought  it  right,  for  this  rejLson.  that  the  addi- 
tion of  the  lax  to  the  price  that  we  could  atJord  to  sell  tlie 
cigar  at,  will  increase  the  rate  of  tax  on  the  lower-priced 
cigars  fifty- cents  and  on  the  liner  qualities  one  dollar  per 
Ihonsanil,  which  in  tlie  course  of  a  year  is  quite  an  ileni  lo 
a  large  manufacturer.  'J'lils  has  been  the  case  under  tiie 
old  bill,  and  in  the  new  bill,  with  largely  increased  taxes, 
the  riiserrpancy  will  be  nnieh  greater.  An  illustration  of 
the  working  of  this  'value'  system  will  perliaps  the  bellcr 
(•iiabli;  you  lo  coniprehrnd  my  ideas.'  .Say,  for  instance,  I 
have  a  cigar  iliat  I  could  afi'ord  to  sell  at  eighteen  dollars, 
which  is  the  proju'r  vahic ;  I  would  llien  have  to  pay,  ac- 
cording to  my  eoMslruetinn  of  the  word  '  value,' .'g-J  .'jO  per 
thousand,  but  wjtii  llie  l;u\  adiled  the  price  would  be  ."jaO  .50 
per  thousiiiid — Hie  value  aeeording  lo  decision  of  Commis- 
sioner— and  sulijeel  me  to  a  lax  of  .{::<  ^A'  per  ihousand,  leav- 
ing me  oiilj  se\'enteeii  dollar-  net  for  my  cigars,  and  you 
will  no  doubt  Coincide  with  me  that  this  is  certainly  iin- 
jiisi  and  a  misconsirnction  of  ilie  act. 

"  My  objeet  in  writing  to  you  is  merely  to  Hiiggest  the 
propriety  of  having  this  mailer  properly  ariju.-lcd  bet'orelhe 
passage  of  ihe  new  liill,so  as  to  prevent  all  further  dispute. 
It  is  no  more  than  right  that  there  should  bo  a  proper  un- 
derstanding between  the  Government  and  the  persons  serv- 
ing it." 

Mr.  HOUTWELL.  I  have  been  aware  of  this 
controversy  between  the  manufacturers  of  cigars 
and  the  Government;  but  there  never  was  really 
bill  one  side  lo  it.  Section  seventy-four  of  tlie 
original  law,  following  seciion  sixty-eight,  in 
which  18  set  forth  the  duty  of  maiiuraciurerd  lo 
make  returns,  is  in  these  words: 

••  Tlial  the  vahi'    ;iiid  >piaiitity  of  the  goods,  w)irCB,  and 


merchandise  required  lo  be  slated,  as  aforesaid,  and  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  fuiorem  duty,  shall  be  estimated  by  the  actual 
sales  made  by  the  manufacturer." 

The  universal  rule  in  regard  to  fnanufacturers 
has  been  to  require  them  to  pay  upon  their  sales. 
It  has  been  so  in  reference  to  the  levy  of  a  tax  upon 
railroads,  upon  their  dividends.  We  have  re- 
quired them  to  deduct  the  three  per  cent,  paid  to  the 
Government  from  the  gross  amount  of  the  divi- 
dends, whether  paid  to  individuals  or  the  gross 
amount  considered  together.  This  is  an  ad  valorem 
duly,  and  is  to  be  ascertained  by  the  value  of  the 
article  to  be  taxed,  and  therefor*  this  would  be  a 
departure  from  the  universal  policy  of  the  law, 
and  (Would  be  attended  with  great  inconvenience. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  this  is  a  specific  duty,  and  not  an  ad 
valorem  duty;  and  therefore  the  same  rule  will  not 
appjy. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Mr.  Chairman, 
we  are  about  closing  this  section  which  concludes 
the  taxation  of  articles.  I  desire  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  it.  My  amendment  is  .to  add  the 
following: 

On  tobacco  in  leaf,  corn,  wheal,  hops,  rye,  barley,  beans, 
peas,  oats,  hay,  hemp,  wool,  and  all  other  articles  of  do- 
mestic growth  which  are  recognized  in  trade  as  articles  of 
commerce,  when  sold  in  quantities  of  not  less  than  $100 
value,  a  duty  of  one  percent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Chairman,  none  of  the  articles  referred  to 
in  this  aitiendment  are  included  in  the  bill.  Cer- 
tainly, if  we  desire  revenue,  it  is  a  most  singular 
and  significant  omission.  If  my  amendment 
shall  be  adopted  by  the  coinmitiee,  taking  the 
census  of  1860,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  as  the 
basis  of  an  estimate,  it  would  produce  a  revenue 
of  between  forty  and  fifty  million  dollars.  Now, 
sir,  having  reference  to  the  fact  that  this  bill  omits 
all  tax  upon  agricultural  products,  I  should  be 
derelict  to  the  constituents  whom  I  represent  if 
I  did  not  make  an  effort,  which  can  only  be  made 
on  this  occasion  and  at  this  period  of  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  to  include  these  ggricul- 
tural  products. 

Sir,  we  desii'e  to  raise  a  revenue  of  f  300,000,000 
by  this  law.  By  omitting  tliis  great  interest  of 
the  country,  the  paramount  interest  of  the  coun- 
try, we  necessarily  increase  the  burdens  which 
the  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests  are  to 
bear.  I  see  no  reason  why  one  of  the  three  great 
interests  of  the  country  should  be  entirely  ex- 
empted from  bearing  its  just,  fair,  and  equitable 
proportion  of  the  burdens  that  grow  out  of  this 
war.  As  I  said  before,  the  city  of  New  York  will 
pay  t^o  thirds  of  the  whole  revenue  to  be  derived 
from  this  law  if  it  passes  without  the  amendment 
I  ha\'e  offered.  Why  thisomission  .'  Isitbecause 
the  majority  is  afraid  to  offend  the  farming  inter- 
ests of  the  country  at  this  time.'  I  desire  to  know 
why  it  is  that  this  great  interest  of  the  country  is 
allowed  to  go  entirely  free  from  taxation.  I  de- 
sire to  know  why  the  manufacturing  interest,  why 
the  positively  productive  interest  of  the  country 
is  to  be  entirely  broken  down  by  this  addition  of 
tax.  Those  who  produce  everything  by  manual 
labor  are  to  get  nothing  but  taxation,  and  those 
who  jiroduce  nothing  by  manual  labor  are  to  get 
everything.  Withoutaiiy  expectation,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  the  majority  of  the  committee  will  con- 
cur in  my  pro [losi lion, from  a  sense  ofduty  to  those 
I  represent,  and  to  be  consistent  in  my  course,  I 
liave  offered  this  arnendmeiit  for  the  consideration 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  is  very  much  mistaken  if 
he  supposes  that  the  agricultural  interests  are  not 
taxed.  Every  one  of  the  articles  wliioh  he  enu- 
merates is  included  in  the  income  lax  that  is  lui^l 
u|ion  the  farmer,  and  goes  to  make  up  a  portion 
of  his  income  which  is  taxed.  Besides  that  we 
have  laid  an  additional  tax  of  $'20,000,000  on  the 
farming  inJ*restof  this  country,  which  is  entirely 
distinct  from  all  other  taxes  laid.  1  think,  there- 
fore, that  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country 
bear  a  full  proportion  of  all  the  taxes  to  be  borno 
at  all. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  May  F  ask  the 
gentleman  whether  under  the  proposition  of  tax- 
ing the  income  a  majority  of  farmers  will  not  be 
c.\empt  by  the  limitations  that  exempt  home- 
steads and  ifjGOO of  income.'  Will  not  that  in  the 
main  leave  (armers  cntirMy  free  from  the  pay- 
mfitil  of  income  tux  .' 
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Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  think  so.  I  know 
that  the  tarn-iers!  in  niy  ilisti-ict  pay  a  very  consid- 
erable income  tax.  1  think  that  over  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  have  been  paid  in  tny  district  alone 
last  year. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Will  tiie  gentle- 
man allow  me  another  question?  If  that  be  no, 
why  is  it  that  the  manufacturing' and  commercial 
classes  are  not  only  obliged  to  pay  income  tax, 
but  are  also  obliged  to  pay  a  direct  tax  upon  their 
products  and  matters  of  trade.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  They  are  not  taxed  in  the 
way  the  gentleman  mentions. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Yes, sir.  Every 
article  that  is  manufactured,  even  down  to  the 
article  of  soft  soap,  every  article  going  into  the 
most  ordinary  use  in  household  affairs,  is  taxed 
directly. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  We  have  laid  a  direct  tax 
upon  real  estate.  The  manufacturer  has  little 
real  estate,  and  this  direct  tax  falls  almost  exclu- 
sively upon  the  agricultural  portions  of  the  coun- 
try. We  tax  the  farmers  also  on  their  incomes; 
and  if  the  farmer  cons'umes  all  he  raises,  it  is  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  soinelhing 
else,  which  again  pays  income.  I  maintain,  there- 
fore, that  under  this  law  the  farmer  will  pay  as 
much  as  he  did  before,  and  as  much,  [lerhaps,  in 
proportion  to  his  ability,  as  those  of  other  occu- 
pations. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  word  "beans." 

TheGHAlR.\J  AN.  Thegenileman.  from  Ken- 
tucky will  confine  himself  strictly  to  his  amend- 
ment.    [Laughter.]  ,. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  AVell,  sir,  I  think  I  should 
require  a  little  larger  latitude  than  that.  I  move 
to  strike  out  all  the  articles  mentioned  in  the 
nmendaient. 

I  see  no  reason  why  these  articles  should  be 
inserted  in  the  bill.  Nor  do  I  see  any  force  to 
the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
■  As  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr. -Stevens]  has  said,  the  farmer  is  taxed  far 
more  in  this  bill  than  he  was  before.  And  I  be- 
lieve when  you  come  to  investigate  it  you  will 
'find  he  is  taxed  more  than  those  ettgaged  in  any 
other  pursuit.  His  income,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has  remarked,  over  $600  is 
taxed  five  per  cent.  His  horses  are  taxed,  and 
by  the  direct  tax  upon  the  real  estate  of  the  coun- 
try, 120,000,000  is  paid  into  the'Treasury  of  the 
United  S'tates.  This  direct  tax  falls  almost  ex- 
clusively upon  the  farmer. 

Then,  sir,  if  a  tax  is  laid  upon  the  products 
of  the  farm,  which  enter  into  the  consumption  of 
every  manufacturer,  and  of  every  man,  however 
employed,  in  the  country,  the  tax  upon  the  farm- 
er is  paid  no  more  by  him  than  by  the  manufac- 
turer and  the  tradesman. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  suggest  also  to 
the  gentleman  that  the  farmer,  as  a  consumer  of 
manufactured  goods,  also  pays  his  proportion  of 
the  tax  on  manufactures. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  was  just  coming  to  that. 
It  is  true  that  the  manufactures  which  the  gen- 
tleman thinks  are  so  enormously  taxed  by  this 
bill  are  used  by  the  farmer,  and  that  the  farmer 
contributes  his  proportion  toward  the  payment 
of  that  tax.  The  products  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  iron,  which  gentlemen  complain  of 
being  unduly  taxed, is  consumed  in  a  great  meas- 
ure by  the  farmers  of  the  country.  They  can- 
not obtain  a  plow,  nor  a  single  agricultural  im- 
plement, which  has  not  paid  its  tax  in  the  shape 
of  iron.  Their  clothing  is  manufactured  in  the 
East,  and  they  pay  the  tax  upon  that. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Let  me  ask  the 
gentleman  this  question,  whether  the  manufactur- 
ing and  trading  classes  are  not  also  consumers, 
and  whether  they,  too,  are  not  obliged  to  pay  all 
these  taxes  which  the  gentleman  says  are  paid  by 
farmers,  in  addition  to  the  taxes  imf)osed  directly 
on  their  business  ? 

Mr.  MALLORY.  That  is  the  very  point  I 
Wrus  on.  I  wa.sgoingon  to  remark  that  the  farmer 
pays  his  proportion  of  the  tax  imposed  on  the  iron 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  the  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
sylvania complain  so  much  of,  and  which  1  will 
warrant  they  will  see  themselves  protected  in 
when  we  come  to  the  tariff;  so  that  they  will  lose 
nothing  by  it,  although  tiie  farmers,  who  are 
obliged  to  use  the  implements  made  from  thatiron, 
will  lo.sc.     If  the  gentleman  fram  Now  York  will 


impose  a  duty  amounting  to  inhibition,  when  we 
come  to  the  tariff  bill,  uiion  all  the  articles  men- 
tioned in  his  amendment,  there  might,  perhaps, 
be  some  propriety  in  it,  although  in  that  case  he 
would  only  increase  the  cost  of  these  articles  to 
the  consumer. 

It  is  not  because  I  desire  the  farmer  to  go  free 
from  taxation,  nor  because  this  tax  would  be  pe- 
culiarly burdensome  to  the  farmer,  that  1  oppose 
the  gentleman's  amendment.  It  is  because  it 
will  go  to  raise  the  price  of  these  necessary  arti- 
cles of  food,  which  go  into  the  consumption  of 
all  classes,  rich  and  poor.  It  is  for  that  reason  I 
oppose  the  amendrnent. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  at  this 
stage  of  the  bill  to  offer  the  following  amendinerit, 
which  I  think  more  properly  comes  in  here  than 
anywhere  else: 

Insert  tile  following  as  n  new  section  : 

^nd  he  it  further  enactcil,  Tliattliere  sliall  he  If^vied  and 
collected  on  all  sales  of  real  estate  a  tluty  of  one  quarter 
of  Olio  piT  cent,  on  the  amount  of  such  sales,  returns  of 
which  shall  lie  made  aiui  duties  collected  uiiderreguiations 
to  be  provided  by  l.lie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  intended  to  reach  ati  im- 
portant interest,  especially  in  the  cities  of  the  coun- 
try. It  will  probably  realize  somewhere  from  one 
to  two,  and  perhaps  three  million  dollars  a  year  if 
it  be  adopted  by  the  committee.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  objects  which  severfil  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent gentlemen  of  the  country  have  had  in  view 
of  realizing  our  tax  indiiectly  on  the  transfers  of 
property  in  all  the  various  forms  are  not  reached 
by  the  bill  now  pending  before  the  House,  or  the 
one  enacted  into  law.  I  think  it  important  in  re- 
gard to  an  interest  like  this  that  we  should  realize 
from  it  a  portion  of  the  revenue  of  the  country. 
It  proposes  not  to  tax  land  as  a  productive  or  an 
unproductive  investment  in  thccou'iitry,  but  itpro- 
poses  to  tax  the  transfer  of  a  title  from  one  party 
to  another,  a  percentage  so  small  that  ifcan  liardly 
be  felt  by  this  interest. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  Does  this  include  auction  sales 
as  well  as  private  sales  of  real  esiate.' 

Mr.  KASSON.  Auction  sales  are  otherwise 
provided  for  as  a  tax  upon  the  auction  interest. 
It  is  proposed  to  reach  these  transactions  of  trans- 
fers of  title  to  real  estate,  and  thus  to  collect  from 
the  money  paid  or  agreed  to  be  paid  a  small  per- 
centage as  a  portion  of  the  revenue  upon  v.'hich 
the  coimtry  mostly  depends.  1  have  consulted 
with  gentlemen  upon  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  it  is  re^rded  as.likely  to  yield  a  large  suin 
without  affecting  this  interest  itijuriously. 

I  desire  that  lime  may  be  given  for  the  fullest 
consideration  of  the  amendment.  If  it  be  now 
adopted  and  on  further  consideration  it  should 
not  be  considered  proper  it  may  be  stricken  out 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  PRUYN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  insert 
in  his  amendment  the  words  "otherwise  than  at 
auction." 

Mr.  KASSON.  -I  have  no  objection  to  saying 
"otherwise  than  by  auctioneers." 

Mr.  PRUYN.    That  will  do. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  says  that  the  amendment  he  pro- 
poses is  not  offered  in  any  way  as  a  tax  upon 
real  estate,  but  simply  as  a  tax  upon  the  transfer 
of  real  estate.  I  will  remark  to  the  gentleman 
that  if  he  will  look  to  the  bill  he  will  find  that  the 
transfer  of  real  estate  is  taxed  in  every  way,  shape, 
and  form  in  which  it  can  be  taxed. 

Mr.  KASSON.  There  is  no  tax  except  a  small 
tax  upon  the  deed. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  There  is  a  tax  upon  the 
deed,  there  is  a  tax  upon  the  will,  there  is  a  tax 
upon  every  way,  shape,  and  form  in  which  real 
estate  can  be  transferred. 

Mr.  KASSON.  This  covers  simply  the  cases 
v/hich  are  not  covered  by  the  existing  lav/.  The 
tax  now  is  a  small  one  indeed.  On  a  deed  cover- 
ing the  value  of  ^1,000  the  ta.K  now  is  only  the 
trifling  sum  of  one  dollar.  If  my  proposition  be 
adopted  of  a  tax  of  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent, 
it  will  be  otily  ^2  50  on  the  transfer  of  property 
of  the  value  of  §1,000. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  If  the  gentleman  will  modify 
his  amendment  so  as  to  cover  the  sales  of  all  kinds 
of  [iroperty  I  do  jioi  know  that. I  will  object  to  it. 
The  gentleman  argues  that  if  applied  to  liie  trans- 
fer of  real  estate  it  will  increase  iherevenue  of 
the  Government  enormously;  and  if  that  be  so, 
then  by  apjilying  it  to  the  sales  of  all  kinds  of 


property  it  will  increase  the  revenue  of  the  Gov- 
ernment much  more  enormously. 

Mr.  KASSON.  My  wish  is  to  introduce  a 
systen!  of  indirect  taxation,  and  I  think  it  can  be 
done  so  as  easily  to  raise  money  enough  to  sup- 
port the  Governmetit.  I  propose  to  reach  those 
mainly  who  speculate  in  real  estate.  It  does  not 
touch  the  farmer  at  all. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  do  not  like  to  see  the 
gentleman  commencing  his  system  by  taking  real 
estate  to  begii)  on.  I  am  afrrfid  that  if  he  suc- 
ceeds in  this  now,  that  will  be  the  last  we  shall 
ever  hear  of  the  matter,  and  then  we  shall  have 
nn  income  tax,  a  direct  tax,  tax  on  imported 
goods,  and  this  tax  on  sales  and  transfers  of  real 
estate  where  the  amount  is  over  one  thousand 
dollars'. 

Mr.  MOR.RILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  amrnd- 
ment  by  striking  out  the  last  three  words. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  desire,  with  the  permission 
of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  to  ask  a  question 
of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.   I  object  to  any  interruptions. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  As  I  am  utterly  opposed  to 
the  system  which  the  gentleman  froin  Iowa  pro- 
poses to  inaugurate,  1  object  to  his  inaugura- 
ting it  at  all  and  especially  in  this  mode.  The 
present  bill  proposes  to  tax  all  transfers  of  land 
by  a  stamp  tax  as  high  as  we  have  thought  it 
proper  to  make  it — that  is  to  say,  fifty  cents  on 
every  ^100.  In  addition  to  that,  all  sales  made 
by  auctioneers  are  charged  with  one  half  of  one 
per  cent.;  and  in  addition  to  that,  all -successions 
and  legacies  are  to  be  taxed,  and  heavily  taxed. 

The  policy  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
is  to  allow  everybody  to  deal  in  land,  and  to  leave 
the  transfer  of  the  title  to  land  as  unrestricted  as 
possible.  It  may  be  otherwise  in  England  where 
they  do  not  desire  that  men  generally  should  be- 
come landholders.  But  thus  far  the  practice  in 
our  country  has  been  to  leave  all  men  at  full  lib- 
erty to  obtain  possession  of  land  and  to  place  no 
obstacle  in  their  way  by  imposing  a  heavy  tax 
upon  ti-ans.fers,  or  by  excessive  stamp  duties,  or 
in  any  other  manner  whatever. 

Now,  the  purpose  which  the  gentleman  has 
distinctly  announced  is  to  inaugurate  a  tax  up>n 
sales.  1  desire  to  say  that  if  he  shall  inaugurate 
that  system  he  will  inflict  a  heavier  blow  upon 
the  West  than  they  have  ever  before  received. 
Flow  will  the  system  operate.'  If  a  tax  Were  to 
be  imposed  o-n  sales,  then  the  articles  produced 
in  the  West  and  which  have  to  find  a  market  upon 
the  sea  board,  if  they  should  pass  through  the 
hands  of  more  persons  than  one,  would  be  taxed 
upon  every  transfer.  Now,  gentlemen  familiar 
with  the  commerce  of  the  country,  understand 
perfectly  well  that  flour  and  most  of  the  products 
of  the  West,  in  making  their  way  to  the  market, 
pass  through  several  hands.  Then,  to  tax  these 
articles  upon  every  transfer,  would  interfere  with 
the  free  commerce  of  the  country.  I  think  the 
system  would  be  a  very  injurious  one,  especially 
to  the  West;  but  as  I  think  there  is  no  particular 
danger  of  the  comiTiittee  adopting  the  proposi- 
tion, I  will  not  cotisume  any  further  time. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  proposing  this  amendment  with  distinct  refer- 
ence to  the  inauguratioti  of  a  general  system  now. 
I  said  I  was  personally  in  favor  of  such  a  system 
in  reference  toland,  because  I  thought  that  if  you 
imposed  upon  transfersa  tax  less  than  that  origin- 
ally paid  to  an  agent  for  effecting  the  same  thing, 
you  would  not  interfere  with  the  employment  of 
intermediates  at  all.  Here  is  a  large  interest  in- 
volved in  the  transfer  of  real  estate,  of  town  lots 
and  other  real  estate,  in  cities  particularly,  which 
ought  to  be  reached  by  this  act. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  ask  my  colleague  a 
question  in  this  connection.  I  understood  him  to 
say  that  this  tax  would  not  fall  upon  the  farmer 
in  transferring  his  farm.  1  wish  to  know  how 
that  can  be.' 

Mr.  KASSON.     I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  know  if  the  tax 
would  not  fall  upon  every  man,  be  he  the  holder 
of  city  property  or  agricultural  land.s,  who  trans- 
fers his  lands? 

Mr.  KASSON.  It  is  evident  that  the  man  who 
sells. real  estate  will  pay  one  quarter  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  his  sales;  but  I  say  it  will  not  often 
fiill  upon  farmers,  because  they  are  not  employed 
in  speculating  in  real  estate,  but  in  using  it  for 
increased  production.     In  my  State  and  in  Idaiio 
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tlie  man  who  sells  real  estate  employs  an  ngent  to 
sell  and  a  la'.vyor  to  make  out  ilie  deed,  and  lie 
pays  to  tliem  much  more  than  I  propose  here.  It 
is  a  very  light  tax,  and  as  1  do  not  propose  to 
assess  it  unequally  on  any  portion  of  the  country, 
of  course  it  must  cover  the  farmer  who  gets  sick 
of  his  real  estate  and  wishes  to  sell  it  as  well  as 
it  is  imposed  upon  the  dealer  in  real  estate  in  the 
city. 

1  think  that  when  we  are  searching  through  the 
country  for  the  interests  that  may  most  easily 
bear  the  burdens  of  taxation,  no  gentleman  should 
rise  in  his  place  here  and  ask  to  have  an  interest 
exempted  which  can  bear  a  tax.  It  is  upon  this 
ground  that  I  have  asked  the  imposition  of  a  tax 
upon  sales  of  real  estate,  which  is  very  light  in  its 
amount,  but  which  in  its  aggregate  will  yield  a 
very  considerable  sum  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
whether,  if  this  tax  is  to  be  imposed,  we  could 
not  more  direcll3'  and  certainly  reach  it  by  in- 
creasing the  stamp  tax.' 

Mr.  KASSOiN'.  The  gentleman  from  Vermont 
is  mistaken,  1  find,  in  reference  to  the  amount  of 
the  stamf)  tax.  It  is  not,  as  he  says,  fifty  cents 
for  every  $500,  but  if  the  consideration  reaches 
<joOO  it  is  one  tenth  of  one  per  cent.  only. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  We  have  agreed  to  raise  it 
to  fifiy  cents  for  every  $500. 

Mr.  KASSON.  That,  of  course,  will  tend  to 
equalize  it.  I  think  the  words  "  except  wlien 
sold  by  an  auctioneer"  should  be  introduced  into 
the  section. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  ask  my  colleague 
whether,  if  we  adopt  this  tax  upon  sales  of  real 
estate,  we  may  expect  any  aid  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  striking  out  the 
one  hundred  and  seventy-third  section  of  this  bill, 
which  proposes  to  impose  for  this  year  a  direct 
tax  which  will  impose  a  very  heavy  and  unequal 
burden  upon  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
West.' 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  cannot  answeras  to  that  now. 
When  that  subject  shall  be  taken  up,  I  shall  be 
ready  and  eager  to  engage  in  the  discussion. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  will  modify  my  amendment 
by  inserting  the  words  "except  when  sold  by 
auctioneers;"  and  in  support  of  that  1  wish  to 
say 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  merely  a  modifica- 
tion, and  the  gentleman  is  not  entitled  to  the  floor 
to  speak  upon  it. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  am  very  much  surprised 
that  the  proposition  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  offer  an  amendment.'  If  not,  no 
further  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  am  going  to  speak  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  last  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  merely  a  modifi- 
cation of  his  original  proposition,  and  is  notopen 
to  debate. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  move,  then,  to  reduce  the 
amount  to  one  eighth.  I  have  been  much  sur- 
prised that  tlie  proposition  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  has  not  met  with  more  favor  from 
the  House.  I  think  there  is  no  interest  which 
would  feel  an  imposition  of  this  kind  less  than 
the  one  which  has  been  referred  to.  The  answer 
that  has  been  made  to  it  that  there  is  an  imposi- 
tion of  a  stamp  ta.x  upon  the  transmission  of  real 
efitaic  is  no  answer  at  all,  because  we  all  know 
that  the  stamp  duties  upon  deeds  of  conveyance 
which  convey  property,  the  consideration  of 
which  is  not  large,  are  exceedingly  light.  It  is 
not  until  you  got  up  to  a  very  large  sum  that  the 
stamp  tax  upon  deeds  amounts  to  anything  at  all 
worth  considering. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Moans  propose  to  modify  the  stamp 
duty  on  conveyances,  su  that  it  will  be  fifty  cents 
upon  every  $500. 

Ml'.  THAYER.  I  think,  sir,  that  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  tax  upon  sales  of  real  estate,  even  with 
an  increased  duty  upon  stamps,  will  not  be  felt 
by  those  who  arc  engaged  in  the  business  of  real 
estate  brokers,  nor  will  it  be  felt  materially  by 
those  who  wish  le  sell   their  estates.      It  will 


amount  to  an  exceedingly  small  tax  upon  the  sale 
of  real  estate,  and  will  not  be  felt  seriously  by 
those  who  wish  to  sell  their  real  estate.  It  will 
be  paid  at  times  and  in  a  rnanner  which  will  not 
make  it  an  unpopular  tax.  It  will  raise  a  very 
large  amount  of  revenue,  and  for  that  reason  1 
think  that  the  propositions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  [Mr.  Kasson]  is  an  exceedingly  good  prop- 
osition and  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  rise  to  opjiose  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
to  say  that  wehave already  in  committee  determ- 
ined to  lay  a  tax  of  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent. 
upon  the  salesmade  by  auctioneers.  Now,  if  the 
party  sells  his  own  property,  why  should  he  not 
pay  the  same  tax  of  a  quarter  of  one  per  cent..' 
You  withdraw  from  auctioneers  their  legitimate 
business  unless  you  equalize  this  thing,  by  im- 
posing the  same  tax  when  the  sales  are  made 
in  any  other  way.  I  submit  to  the  committee 
that  the  tax  is  not  only  very  small  in  itself,  but 
that  the  principle  of  it  is  adopted  already  in  the 
direction  which  1  have  named,  and  that  you  can 
impose  no  tax  which  will  be  so  light.  In  my 
State  there  are  gentlemen  living  abroad  who  own 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  tliou- 
sand  acres  of  land,  holding  it  purely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  speculation.  Wlie/i  they  sell  that  land, 
I  ask  whether  they  should  not  pay  so  light  a  tax 
upon  that  sale?  1  am  in  favor  of  imposing  this 
tax  upon  real  estate,  because  if  it  has  any  tend- 
ency at  all,  it  tends  to  encourage  the  farmer  to 
continue  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  instead  of 
entering  into  speculations  in  real  estate. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  If  there  is  any  merit  at  all 
in  the  proposition  it  can  be  reached  much  belter 
in  the  stamp  duties,  and  therefore  1  am  opposed 
to  the  proposition. 

Mr.  THAYER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  withdraw 
my  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Kasson's 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  ninety-fifth  section  of  the  bill  was  read,  as 
follows: 

Sec.  9.5.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  newspapers, 
sfiingles,  liitlis,  staves,  lioop.'!,  sliooks,  headings,  and  tim- 
ber partially  wrought  and  unfinislied  lor  chairs,  tubs,  pails, 
hubs,  spolies,  snaiiies,  lasts,  siiovel  and  fork  liandles,  um- 
brella sir(;tclier..<, charcoal,  alcohol  made  or  manufactured 
of  spirits  or  materials  upon  which  the  duties  imposed  by 
law  shall  have  been  paid,  plaster  or  gypsum,  malt,  burning 
fluid,  printers'  ink,  flax  prepared  lor  textile  or  felting  pur- 
poses until  actually  woven,  marble  and  slate,  or  other 
building  stones  in  block,  rougli  and  unwrought,  charcoal, 
coke,  all  flour  and  meal  made  I'rom  grain,  bread  and  bread- 
stuffs,  butter,  shcese,  concentrated  milk,  paralRue,  whale 
and  fish  oil.  bullion  used  in  the  manufacture  ot"  silverware, 
silver  bullion  rolled  or  prepared  for  platers' use  exclusively, 
materials  prepared  for  the  manufacture  of  hoop  skirts  ex- 
clusively and  unfit  for  other  use,  (such  as  steel  wire,  rolled, 
tempered,  or  covered,  cut  tapes  and  small  wares  for  joining 
hoops  together,)  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  exempt  from  duty; 
and  also,  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  and  articles 
made  or  manufactured  froin  materials  which  have  been 
subject  to  and  upon  which  internal  duties  have  been  ac- 
tually I'aidj  or  materials  imported  upon  which  duties  have 
been  paid,  or  upon  which  no  duties  have,  been  imposed  by 
law,  where  the  increased  value  of  such  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  and  articles  so  made  or  maniilaetured,  shall 
not  exceed  the  amount  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  shall 
be,  and  hereby  are,  exempt  from  duty. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  amend  that  section  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  whale  and  fish  oil. 
Other  oils  are  taxed  in  this  bill, and  I  do  notknow 
any  reason  why  whale  and  fi.'^h  oil  should  be  made 
an  exception.  Perhaps  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  can  give  us  a  satisfactory  reason. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
wa.s»  rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  to 
amend  the  ninty-fifih  section  by  inserting  the 
word  "lard."  1  wish  to  say  in  support  of  this 
proposition,  that  if  it  is  right  to  e.xempt  whale 
and  fish  oil  to  subserve  one  particular  interest  in 
this  country,  I  know  no  good  reason  why  the 
lard  intereslshould  nolalso  be  protected.  I'hese 
nroilucts  of  whale  and  fish  oil  and  lard  oil  come 
into  direct  competition  with  each  other;  and  if 
oni!  class  of  articles  is  exempt  from  duty  the 
other  should  certainly  be  also  exempt. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  merely  desire  again  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that  un- 
der the  reciprocity  treaty  all  these  articles  come 
into  this  country  free;  and  it  would  be  manifestly 
unjust  to  tax  them,  so  long  as  they  come  in  free 
from  Canada. 

Tiie  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 


Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  insert  the  following 
as  an  additional  section: 

^nd  he  it.  farllier  e^iacted, That  every  person, firmjOrcor- 
poration  who  shall  have  made  any  contract  prior'  to  the 
passage  of  this  act  and  without  other  provision  therein, 
upon  payment  of  the  additional  duties  imposed  upon  arti- 
cles to  be  delivered  undi:r  such  contract,  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  add  to  the  prices  thereof  so  much 
money  as  will  be  equivalent  to  the  additional  duties  here- 
by imposed  on  such  articles,  and  shall  be  entitled  by  virtue 
hereof  to  be  paid  and  to  sue  for  and  to  recover  tlie  same 
accordingly:  Provided,  That  where  the  Uiiited  States  i^ 
the  purchaser  under  such  prior  contract,  the  certificate  of 
the  proper  officer  of  the  department  by  which  the  contract 
was  made,  showing,  according  to  regulations  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  articles  so 
purchased  by  the  United  Stales  and  liable  to  such  additional 
iiuties,  shall  be  taken  and  received  so  far  as  the  same  is 
applicable  in  discharge  of  the  additional  duties  on  the  arti- 
cles so  contracted  to  be  delivered  to  the  United  States  and 
actually  delivered  according  to  such  contract. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  section  corresponds  with 
a  section  enacted  for  a  similar  purpose  by  the 
English  Parliament,  and  is  only  modified  to  meet 
the  case's  that  now  exist  touching  contracts  with 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  where  the 
duties  are  paid  to  the  United  States  and  where 
they  can  only  be  got  back  by  a  long  and  trouble- 
some process. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
designate  the  particular  section  of  the  old  law 
which  substantially  accomplishes  the  same  pur- 
pose of  this  section  in  the  bill? 

Mr.  KASSON.  1  have  notthe  law  before  me. 
However,  I  recollect  it  is  on  page  63,  but  I  will 
not  be  certain. 

Mr.  GRIS  WOLD.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  law 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman.  It  is  on  the  65ih 
page. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  language  of  the  act  I 
referred  to  is: 

"  And proidded  further,  Thai  the  taxes  on  all  articles  mim- 
ufacturi-d  and  sold  in  pursuance  of  contracts  tona_^rfe  made 
before  the  passage  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  by  the  pur- 
chasers thereof,  under  regulations  to  be  established  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue." 

Now  I  submit  whether  it  would  not  be  safer 
and  better  to  preserve  the  old  language  than  to 
adopt  the  new.  I  have  not  heard  that  there  was 
any  difficulty  in  placing  a  proper  construction  upon 
the  existing  law,  and  it  is  certainly  better  to  re- 
tain phraseology  which  has  received  interpreta- 
tion than  to  adopt  inAv  language.  I  suggest,  iliere- 
fore,  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  clause 
which  applies  to  Government  contracts,  the  lan- 
guage of  the  existing  law  be  retained.  I  have  no 
criticism  to  make  ujion  the  language  used  by  the 
committee;  but  that  of  the  old  law  is  terse  and 
explicit,  and  1  hope  it  will  not  be  changed. 

My.  KASSON.  Under  the  old  law,  the  offi- 
cers have  had  to  collect  these  taxes  from  two  dif- 
ferent parties,  both  from  the  manufacturer  and 
the  vendee  or  purchaser  of  the  goods.  In  many 
instances  they  have  had  great  difficulty  in  reach- 
ing the  goods  after  they  have  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the-consumer. 

As  the  proposition  is  now  put,  you  collect  the 
entire  tax  from  the  manufacturer,  giving  him  the 
right  to  collect  it  from  the  purcha.ser  if  the  goods 
have  been  previously  contracted  for.  This  ren- 
ders the  collection  of  the  tax  much  easier  and  more 
simple. 

iVIr.  GANSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  by  vir- 
tue of  what  authority,  constitutional  or  other- 
wise, you  may  confer  the  right  upon  one  person 
to  commence  an  action  against  another  person  for 
the  collection  of  a  tax  due  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment.' 

Mr.  KASSON.  By  virtue  of  the  same  law  by 
which  we  collect  taxes  directly  of  the  purchaser. 
We  simply  collect  them  of  the  manufacturer,  giv- 
ing him  a  remedy  against  the  purchaser. 

Mr.  GANSON.  In  the  first  place,  you  change 
the  contract. 

Mr.  KASSON.  No,  sir;  you  no  more  change 
the  contract  than  when  you  collect  the  tax  di- 
rectly iigainst  the  purchaser. 

Mr.  GANSON.  It  may  be  proper  to  hold  the 
article  itself  for  the  tax,  and  to  [iroceed  in  rem 
against  that. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  say  to  the  gentleman  that 
the  English  system  includes  exactly  the  same 
principle  we  have  adoiited  in  this  section. 

Mr.  GANSON.  But  the  English  Government 
does  not  exist  under  our  Constitution. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Our  Constitution  contains 
nothing  touching  the  objection  which  the  gentle- 
man makes.  It  prohibits  the  Slates  from  passing 
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laws  impairing  the  obligations  of  contracts;  but 
it  places  no  such  prohibition  upon  the  General 
Government. 

[Here  the  liammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  1  move  to  strike  out  the 
proviso,  for  the  ))urpose  of  saying  a  word  in  ref- 
erence to  it.  Under  the  proviso  which  was  read 
by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Holman,] 
the  Department  is  able,  as  far  as  1  know,  to  col- 
lect these  taxes.  The  manufacturer  who  has  con- 
tracts to  deliver  goods  will  find  it  for  his  interest 
to  give  notice  to  the  assessor  concerning  goods 
which  he  is  to  deliver  under'a  contract  made  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  law,  and  the  assessor  must 
then  look  to  the  purchaser  of  the  goods  for  the 
tax. 

Altliough  we  had  some  little  difficulty  at  first, 
there  being  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  proper 
construction  of  this  provision,  it  was  finally  de- 
termined, upon  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, that  the  tax  must  be  levied  upon  the  pur- 
chaser where  contracts  existed  at  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  the  law.  I  believe  we  have  been  able 
to  collect  the  taxes  without  difficulty  under  that 
proviso,  and  I  think  it  would  be  wiser  on  the 
whole  to  restore  that  language  and  go  on  as  we 
have  been  doing. 

Mr.  KASSON.  It  would  appear  from  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
that  there  was  difficulty  at  the  beginning  as  to  the 
construction  of  this  provision.  From  the  nature 
of  things  they  cannot  tell  in  the  office  of  Internal 
Revenue  how  much  has  been  lost  by  allowing 
goods  to  go  into  the  hands  of  the  purchaser.  It 
is  not  always  perfectly  practicable  to  trace  the 
goods  after  they  have  gone  out  of  the  hands  of 
^he  manufacturer. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  will  now  withdraw  rhy 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  arid  move  to  strike 
out  all  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Jowa  except  the  latter  clause,  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  as  follows: 

Tliat  tlie  taxes  on  articles  maiiufaclured  and  sold  in  pur- 
suance of  contracts  bona  fide  made  before  the  passage  of- 
tliis  act  shall  be  paid  by  the  pureliaser.s  thereof  under  reg- 
ulations to  be  established  by  the  Commissioner  of  Internal 
Revenue. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  For  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling me  to  submit  a  remark  or  two,  I  move  to 
strike  out  the  last  word  of  the  clause.  I  under- 
stand that,  upon  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  tjie  provision  in  the  old  law  has 
been  substituted  for  this  section.  Now,  I  am 
opposed  to  this  whole  system  of  legislation,  and 
I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

I  am  opposed  to  a  system  by  wliich  taxes  pro- 
fessedly imposed  upon  one  class  of  people  shall 
be  shifted  to  another.  As  was  said  last  night  of 
the  rule  of  taxation  upon  gas  companies,  it  is  a 
sham,  it  is  a  device  by  which  that  is  done  which 
is  not  professed  to  be  done.  I  think  that  it  con- 
travenes the  plainest  )iiiiiciples  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, though  my  friend  from  Iowa  [Mr.KAssoN] 
can  find  no  objection  to  it.  There  is  a  rule,  if 
not  a  rule  of  the  Constitution,  yet  a  rule  of  law, 
a  rule  of  justice,  that  taxes  of  this  kind  shall  be 
uniform  in  their  operation.  Yet  you  propose  to 
shift  from  a  particular  class  of  people  upon  whom, 
and  not  upon  the  other  class,  you  professed  to  im- 
pose the  tax.  You  except  the  class  of  individ- 
uals upon  whom  you  profess  to  levy  the  tax. 
And  worse  than  that,  by  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  you  give  the  man  upon 
whom  you  jirofess  to  put  the  tax  a  right  of  action 
against  the  purchaser  from  him.  It  is  not  right, 
it  is  not  fair  legislation.  It  is  not  open.  It  does 
not  do  what  it  professes  to  do;  and  1  am  opposed 
to  the  whole  system. 

If  gentlemen  say  that  men  have  made  improvi- 
dent contracts,  then  that  may  be  a  good  reason  for 
not  putting  the  tax  on;  but  if  the  tax  is  to  be  put 
on  it  ought  to  be  put  upon  him  and  not  upon  the 
purchaser.  I  know  in  some  cases  that  it  will 
work  harshly;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  to 
violate  a  great  principle  because  injury  may  fol- 
low to  some  individuals  from  its  action.  I  do  not 
think  it  ought  to  bedone.  If  aman  makesacon- 
tract  to  deliver  a  particular  thing  at  a  particular 
time  he  takes  the  chance  of  the  Government  im- 
posing a  tax  as  well  as  he  does  the  rise  in  the 
market.  If  you  think  it  is  a  hardship,  is  it  not  a 
greater  hardship  to  make  the  y)urchaser  pay  it.' 
You  tlo  not  propose  to  enable  him  to  charge  in 


all  the  ramifications  of  his  business  the  increased 
price.  You  violate  a  sound  principle  of  legisla- 
tion, you  violate  justice;  but  if  this  system  is  to 
be  adopted  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  mature  a 
plan  by  which  in  all  the  ramifications  of  trade  the 
same  principle  will  be  applied.  ' 

Mr.  BLAINE.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  yield 
to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  I  wish  to  show  the  mode  in 
which  it  operates  upon  one  or  two  subjects  which 
fell  under  my  observation  in  my  own  district. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  will  make 
a  contract  for  the  delivery- of  certain  descriptions 
of  goods,  and  then  impose  a  higher  tax.  The 
contracts  have  been  made  by  the  manufacturers 
upon  the  lowest  figures.  They  set  to  work,  but 
are  met  with  this  tax.  The  Commissioner  of  In- 
ternal Revenue  has  decided  that  the  purchaser 
shall  pay  the  tax.  The  Governmentof  the  United 
States  being  the  purchaser,  acknowledges  its  ob- 
ligation to  pay  the  tax,  but  the  mode  adopted  by 
the  officers  of  the  Government  is  an  expensive  one 
to  the  contractor.  They  \iave  to  pay  the  tax,  and 
then  come  up  among  other  clamorous  claimants 
to  get  it  paid  back  to  them  from  the  Treasury. 
It  looks  like  most  blatant  injustice  that  the  Gov- 
ernment shall  make  a  contract  and  then  levy  five 
or  ten  percent,  additional  tax  upon  the  contractor. 
That  would  be  a  great  fraud  upon  the  part  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Certainly;  that  would 
work  a  great  injustice. 

[Flere  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  rise  to  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  He  waived  the 
force  of  his  argument  when  he  admitted  that  the 
operation  of  his  proposition  would  necessarily  be 
harsh.  I  understand  that  to  mean  that  if  his 
principle  was  adopted  it  would  produce  injus- 
tice in  many  cases.  That  being  the  case,  we  fill 
back  upon  the  question  whether  this  Government 
has  the  right,  by  its  enactments,  to  effect  an  in- 
justice between  man  and  man,  in  their  contracts 
in  the  community. 

In  relation  to  the  other  part  of  his  argument, 
in  which  he  develops  more  entirely  his  idea,  and 
upon  a  broader  basis,  I  think  that  where  the 
Government  interposes  in  the  relation  between 
contractors  or  contractor,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  at  the  same  time  that  it  interposes 
in  these  relations  to  take  care  that  it  does  not 
affect  the  relation  in  point  of  value  established  by 
the  parties  themselves.  For  example,  we  have 
here  a  right  to  impose  a  tax  of  one  hundred  per 
cent,  upon  the  articles  to  be  delivered  under  con- 
tract. The  parties  who  engaged  in  that  contract 
would  enter  into  it  with  reference  only  to  the 
ordinary  fluctuation  of  price  in  the  market  or  the 
ordinary  variations  in  the  taxes  resulting  from 
the  ordinary  course  of  things.  We  are  now  im- 
posing war  taxes,  taxes  resulting  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  war,  an  extraordinary  condition  of 
the  country,  and  I  submit  that  the  principle  is 
just  as  applicable  in  the  case  of  two  or  five  per 
cent,  advance  as  it  would  be  if  we  imposed  a  tax 
of  one  hundred  per  cent.  We  touch  the  relations 
between  two  contracting  parties  by  our  law,  and 
when  you  touch  those  relations  by  your  enact- 
ment in  any  essential  degree,  it  is  your  duty  to 
provide  at  the  same  tiime  that  the  essential  value 
of  those  relations  shall  be  preserved  between  the 
parties. 

Hence  the  language  of  the  amendment  as  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  as 
well  as  in  my  original  proposition,  is  that,  so  far 
as  you  affect  those  relations  and  thus  necessarily 
increase  the  value  of  the  article  in  the  market,  that 
part  of  the  tax  shall  be  collected  from  the-  pur- 
chaser. I  thiirk  the  justness  of  it  is  evident,  and 
was  evinced  by  the  action  of  the  last  Congress, 
and  ought  to  be  maintained  by  this  Congress. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  was  going  to  say  to  the 
committee  that  I  find  that  this  amendment  which 
we  have  adopted  is  inappropriate  in  this:  we  have 
in  many  cases  advanced  the  duty  from  three  to 
five  per  cent.,  and  it  is  questionable  what  the  con- 
struction of  the  amendment  will  be,  whether  it 
will  cover  the  whole  tax  of  five  per  cent.,  when 
in  reality  we  ought  to  place  upon  the  purchaser 
only  two  per  cent.  If  the  committee  will  allow 
me  to  offer  two  amendments  at  once,  I  will  move 


to  amend  by  inserting  the  word  "additional"  be- 
fore" taxes"and  the  words  "imposed  by  this  act" 
after  "  taxf^s." 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Under  the  present  law  the 
tax  already  imposed  is  paid  by  the  purchaser;  if 
we  make  the  additional  tax  paid  by  the  purchaser 
we  make  the  whole  paid;  and  therefore  it  is  all 
embraced  by  this  clause. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  think  so;  but  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  to  the  case  of  a  con- 
tract for  the  delivery  of  goods  made  since  the 
passage  of  the  law  of  1862,  and  which  is  now  ex- 
isting, and  which  was  made  upon  the  basis  of  a 
three  per  cent,  tax,  but  where  a  tax  of  five  per 
cent,  is  levied. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  When  we  come  to  the 
repealing  clause  repealing  the  old  law  he  will 
find  that  as  to  a  certain  class  of  contracts  made 
by  that  law  the  taxes  will  not  be  paid  by  the  pur- 
chaser. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  would  suggest  that  this 
amendment  be  reserved  for  future  action  in  order 
that  we  may  have  time  to  consider  it. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  amendment  was 
reserved  for  future  action. 

Mr.  AMES.  I  move  to  amend  section  ninety- 
five,  in  line  fourteen,  by  striking  outfrom  the  list 
of  articles  exempt  from  duty  the  words  "  mate- 
rials prepared  for  the  manufacture  of  hoop  skirts 
exclusively  and  unfit  for  other  use,  (such  as  steel 
wire,  rolled,  tempered,  or  covered,  cut  tapes  and 
small  wares  for  joining  hoops  together.")  The 
effectof  this  amendment  would  be  lo  subject  these 
materials,  of  which  there  are  some  ten  or  fifteen 
tons  a  day  manufactured,  to  a  tax.  Under  the 
old  act,  and  under  this,  these  articles  escape  the 
payment  of  any  duty.  A  duty  on  them  will  give 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
I  move  to  strike  these  words  out  of  the  section  for 
the  purpose  of  having  this  article  included  with 
tliose  that  pay  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to 
say  to  the  committee  and  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  that  this  subject  was  very  fully 
considered  and  discussed  when  the  original  tax 
bill  was  passed.  We  found  this  to  be  the  state 
of  facts:  that  one  party  purchased  the  wire,  im- 
ported it  from  abroad  and  rolled  it,  and  sold  it  to 
another  party  who  tempered  it;  another  party 
wound  it,  and  another  party  manufactured  these 
small  wires.  Unless,  then,  we  made  this  exception, 
we  have  to  cut  up  every  one  of  these  small  man- 
ufactures and  concentrate  the  business  in  the 
hands  of  a  single  establishment.  There  is  but 
one  establishment  that  could  go  through  the  whole 
process  of  manufacturing  the  wire,  tempering  it, 
and  covering  it  with  thread,  and  manufacturing 
these  small  wires.  These  different  branches  of 
the  manufacture  are  now  distributed  over  a  wide 
field  in  the  country,  and  if  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  shall  prevail  it  will 
break  up  everyone  of  these  small  manufactories. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  New  York.  I  move  to  amend 
the  ninety-fifth  section  by  striking  out  in  the 
seventh  line  the  words  "  burning  fluid. " 

I  offer  that  amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  what  reason  they  propose  to  exempt 
this  article  from  taxation.  We  have  imposed  a 
very  high  tax  upon  oil  and  other  articles  of  light, 
and  I  hope  that  by  leaving  this  article  exempt  we 
are  not  about  to  bring  back  the  use.of  this  danger- 
ous article  into  our  houses  and  public  buildings. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  suggest  to  tlie  gentleman 
from  New  York  that  tliis  article  already  pays  a 
tax  of  $2  50.  I'hereisa  dutyof  jjl  25pergallon 
on  spirits,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  duty  of  §2  50 
a  gallon  on  burning  fluid. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  New  York.  We  are  in- 
creasing the  tax  on  all  these  articles,  and  I  want 
to  know  from  the  committee  upon  what  ground 
this  is  exempted .' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  For  the  reason  that  the  tax 
on  alcohol  already  almost  destroys  the  manu- 
facture of  this  article. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS.  \  tlunk  this  would  be  a 
good  time  to  get  the  House  to  reverse  its  decision 
on  a  matter  which  has  been  most  outrageously 
decided  hero.  1  move  to  insert  the  words  "  crude 
petroleum"  after  the  word  "paraffine."  That 
will  exempt  that  article  from  taxalion;  and   we 
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can  then  go  bock  and  reverse  the  decision  made 

last  »>ve(iiiig. 

This  is  an  Interest  ns  yet  in  its  infancy;  and  by 
imposing  n  tax  upon  crudu  petroleum  we  are  put- 
liny  such  a  tax  upon  the  small  operators  who  are 
I'oring  for  this  article  in  all  the  country  where  it 
is  to  be  found  as  will  compel  them  to  abandon 
the  pursuit. 

It  has  been  stated  that  this  article  was  recently 
discovered  in  Miciiiffan;  but  before  this  rebellion 
there  were  a  nuiTiber  of  wells  in  West  Virginia. 
They  are  not  operated  now  for  the  reason  that 
people  cannot  get  to  them,  so  as  to  operate  them 
profitably.  By  imposing  a  tax  upon  crude  pe- 
troleum you  are  directly  placing  a  heavy  burden 
upon  those  men  in  tny  district, and  in  the  district 
of  my  colleague,  [.Mr.  Scofield,]  who  are  boring 
into  the  bowels  of  the  earth  to  liunt  this  oil  which  | 
is  to  make  the  faces  of  Congressmen  and  every-  [ 
body  else  shine.     [Laughter.]' 

Now,  sir,  had  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Weans  left  the  bill  as  it  was,  imposing  a  duty  of 
twenty  cents  a  gallon  on  refined  oil,  neither  1  nor 
any  other  person  who  represents  this  interest  here 
would  have  been  so  persistent  in  our  efforts.  It 
is  no  captious  spirit  which  induces  us  to  ask  this 
small  favor  for  these  small  operators.  We  ask 
it  in  the  interest  of  the  Government,  so  that  the 
Government  shall  lose  no  revenue.  If  you  im- 
pose a  tax  of  fit'tecn  cents  a  gallon  on  the  refined 
aitic.ie  the  consumption  will  be  much  greater,  and 
the  Government  will  derive  more  revenue. 

1  ask  the  committee,  then,  to  make  this  article 
of  crude  petroleum  exempt  in  this  section;  it  comes 
in  appropriately  before  "  whaleand  fish  oil;"and 
then  we  can  go  back  to  the  other  section  and  strike 
out  the  exorbitant  tax  there  imposed.  These 
wells  are  discovered  principally  ill  valleys.  Some 
of  ilieni  produce  one  barrel  a  day  and  some  of 
tht;m  produce  a  thousand  barrels  a  day,  but  the 
small 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  KERNAN.  [t  seems  to  me  that  we 
should  not  now  exempt  crude  petroleum.  This 
tax  does  not  come  out  of  the  man  who  digs  the 
well  but  out  of  the  consumer,  and  certainly  if  we 
should  tax  it  in  any  form  we  may  tax  it  in  the 
crude  form.  This  is  a  low  tax,  and  1  think  it 
should  be  adopted,  so  as  not  to  have  petroleum 
go  abroad  free  of  taxation. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  ask  my  colleague  to  with- 
draw his  amendment. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  object,  and  call  for  a  di- 
vision. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  toamend  by-striking 
out  of  the  ninety-fifth  section  the  words  "steel 
wire,  rolled,  tempered,  or  covered,"  so  as  not  to 
exempt  those  articles  from  duty. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ANCONA.  I  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  ninety-sixth  section  was  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  96.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  there  shall  he 
Irvii'd,  collected,  and  paid  on  nil  sales  ofreal  estate, goods, 
wares,  ineicliandise,  articles,  or  lliii)!j;.s  at  auction,  includ- 
ing all  ;-alcs  of  stocks,  bonds,  and  other  securities,  a  duty 
ot  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  gross  amount  ofsueh 
tale?,  and  every  auctioneer  making  such  sales,  as  al'ore- 
Kaid,  shall,  at  the  end  of  each  and  every  month,  or  within 
ton  days  iliereaftcr,  make  a  list  or  return  to  the  assistant 
assessor  of  the  district  of  the  gross  amount  of  such  sales, 
made  ns  aforesaid,  with  the  amount  of  duty  which  has  ac- 
crued or  should  accrue  thereon,  which  list  shall  have  an- 
nexiil  thereto  a  declaration  under  oath  or  athruiation,  in 
form  and  mariner  as  may  be  preserihed  by  the  Commis- 
sioner ot'  Internal  Ilevcnue,  that  the  same  is  true  and  cor- 
rect, and  shall  at  the  same  time,  as  aforesaid,  pay  to  the 
collector  or  deputy  collector  the  amount  of  duty  or  tax 
thereupon,  as  aforesaid,  and  in  defaiflt  thereof  .-hall  be  snb- 
jeet  to  aiirl  pay  a  penalty  of  §f)00.  Irr  all  casr^  of  ileliii- 
qui'iiey  in  makirrg  said  list  or  paynreiil  the  asse^-smiMrt  and 
CDlliclion  -hall  he  made  in  the  inanrrer  pre.-eribed  in  the 
(.'I'll!  ral  provisions  of  this  act:  Proiiilcd,  'J'hal  n<i  duly 
Hhall  he  Irvred  under  the  provisions  ol  this  s(  eiion  iijnin 
Hiiy  sales  by  judicial  or  exeeuiivi?  ollieers  making  aiielion 
i.ales  by  virliie  of  a  juilgineiit  or  decree  of  any  court,  nor 
to  public  .-ales  made  by  i.'iecutors  or  administrator.-. 

Mr.  IIOLM.'\N.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing in  the  [iroviso,  bef(n'e  the  words  "  e.xccnfors'" 
.•ind  iidiniiiiMtratDrs,"  the  woril  "guardians."  it 
i;!  irrarrrl'eHt  that  if  we  exempt  exei-.utors  and  ad- 
iiiiirr.stralorH'  ."ales  from  tin?  provision  of  this  sec- 
tiiiii  iirjiirdiaii.s'  sales  .should  be  alwo  exiinpt. 

Ml'.  UPSON.  1  would  inquire  from  the  gen- 
lli  nnin  whether  "other  pfirNonH"do  not  include 
guardianvf 


Mr.  HOLMAN.  Not  as  far  as  this  proviso  is 
concerned. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing in  the  same  proviso  the  word  "  trustees." 

The  aip.endnient  was  rejected. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move  to 
amend  the  section  by  striking  out  "  one  fourth  of 
one  ])er  cent.,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof"  one 
eighth  of  one  per  cent."  J  think  the  taxis  rather 
excessive  as  against  auctioneers. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  that  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  are  somewhat  anxious  to  get  home. 
I  therefore  move  that  the  committee  do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  move  to  amend  the  section 
by  striking  out  the  whole  proviso.  I  cannot  see 
why  a  man  who  holds  a  mortgage  or  trust  upon 
property  should  not  be  compeleld  to  pay  duty 
upon  the  sales  of  such  property  the  same  as  a 
man  who  sells  his  own  property. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS.  I  move  that  tlie  committee 
do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Wasiiburne,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  Coinmittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration, 
as  a  special  order,  the  internal  revenue  bill,  and 
had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ANCONA,  (at 
five  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House  adjourried  until 
Monday  next  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  ^prti  25,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain ,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNIC.\TIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  communication 
from  I..ord  Lyons  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  on 
the  subject  of  two  British  naval  officers,  who  re- 
cently received  medical  treatment  at  the  naval 
hospital  at  Norfolk,  and  recommending  Congress 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  allowing  Surgeon 
Solomon  Sharp  to  accept  the  piece  of  plate  to 
which  the  communication  refers,  as  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  his  services;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  rin  Foreign  Relations. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENf  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  re(>ortof  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  instant,  information  in 
relation  to  a  proposed  change  of  the  south  front 
of  the  Treasury  building;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 
PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  offer  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  the  United  States,  asking  for  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  so  as  to  acknowl- 
edge Almighty  God,  and  also  to  create  a  Chris- 
tian Government  in  the  S|)irit  of  the  preamble  to 
the  Constitution.  I  move  the  ijeference  of  the 
memorial  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  oflTer  another  petition 
similar  to  several  that  1  have  already  offered,  as 
follows: 

"The  uiidersigned,eiti7.ensoftheUnitert  States  of  Amer- 
ica, bi'lieving  slavery  the  great  cause  of  the  present  rebel- 
lion, and  an  insiitntion  fatal  to  the  life  of  republican  gov- 
ernment, earnestly  pr'ay  your  honorable  bodies  to  immedi- 
ately abolish  it  tlroiigliout  the  Ihiited  States,  and  to  adopt 
measirrl-s  for  so  amending  the  l!onstitution  as  forever  to 
prohibit  its  existence  in  any  portion  of  our  conmion  coun- 
try." 

This  is  signed  by  twelve  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  petitioners,  men  and  women, 
from  the  Stales  of  New  York,  Massachusetts, 
Maine,  Ohio,  Vermont,  Michigan,  Conni'cticut, 
Illinois,  New  .Tersey,  Wisconsin,  N(;w  Hamp- 
shire, Iowa,  Mai  y  land,  and  Rhode  Island.  As 
part  of  the  prayer  of  this  petition  is  still  under 
the  coiisideratioii  of  a  committee  of  this  body,  1 
usk  its  rt^fereiice  to  that  committee — the  commit- 
tee on  slavery  and  fieedmen. 

Il  was  ao  ruferrod. 


Mr.  CHANDLER  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Livingston  county,  Michigan,  praying 
that  a  duty  of  not  less  than  ten  cents  per  pound 
may  be  levied  on  all  wool,  of  foreign  production, 
imported  into  the  United  States;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Comtnittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  H.ALE  presented  the  memorial  of  S.  W. 
Godon,  commodore  in  the  United  Stales  Navy, 
praying  for  relief  from  the  alleged  injustice  done 
him  by  his  being  placed  on  the  retired  list,  under 
the  act  to  further  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 
Navy,  approved  December  21,  1861;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aff"airs. 

Mr.  HOWE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Wisconsin,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
laws  tending  to  encourage  foreign  emigration  to 
the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitteeon  Agriculture,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PAPERS  WITUDRAYCN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNESS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Fabius   Stanley,  a  com- 
mander in  the  United  States  Navy,  praying  for  relief  from 
the  alleged  injustice  done  him  by  being  placed  on  the  re- 
tired list,  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  James  Casparis  and  others,  in 
lelation  to  the  purchase  of  squares  Nos.  687  and 
688  in  the  city  of  Washington,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  co«isideration;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

He  ftlso,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  66) 
settingapart  the  old  Hall  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives as  a  hall  of  statuary,  reported  adversely 
thereon. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

250)  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  making  a 
grant  of  alternate  sections  of  the  public  lands  to 
the  State  of  Michigan,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  certain  railroads  in  said  State,  and  for  other 
purposes,  "approved  June  3, 1856;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  POM EHOY  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.No. 

251)  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Jones,  an  Ottawa 
Indian,  for  depredations  committed  by  white  per- 
sons upon  his  property  in  Kansas  Territory; 
which  wi\y-  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
ihe  Committee  on  Indian  Aff^airs. 

Mr.  SUMNER  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

252)  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  of 
aliens  against  the  United  States  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  rebellion;  which  wa.s 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SUMNER  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (S.  No.  46)  to  facilitate  commercial,  postal, 
and  military  comrnunication  among  the  several 
States;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  move  that  the  joint  reso- 
lution be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  and  the  Militia.  They  have  that  subject 
now  under  consideration.  The  joint  resolution 
bears  on  the  whole  question  of  railroads. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  res- 
olution. 

The  Secretary  read  it.  As  the  Constitution  con- 
fers upon  Congress  in  express  terms  the  power 
"  to  regulate  commerce  "among  the  several  States, 
"  to  establish  post  roads,"  and  "  to  raise  anil  sup- 
port armies,"  the  joint  resolution  proposes  to  au- 
thorize every  railroad  company  in  the  United 
States  whose  road  is  operated  by  sieam,  its  suc- 
cessors and  assigns,  to  carry  upon  and  over  its 
road,  connections,  boats,  bridges,  and  ferries,  all 
freigiit,  proj)erty,  mails,  passengers,  troops,  and 
Governmeiilsupplics,oii  their  way  from  any  State 
to  any  other  State,  and  to  receive  compensation 

'  The  PREi^l DING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark  in 
the  chair.)  The  joint  resolution  will  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the 
Militia. 

CHOCTAW   NATION    OF   INDIANS. 

IVIr.  POMEROY  submitted  the  following  reso- 
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lutioti;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolocd,  Tliiitastlie  Choctaw  nation  of  rndians  has  sig- 
nified their  desire  to  reliirn  to  the  protection  and  allegi- 
ance of  tlie  Government  of  the  United  Stiiio.s,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affiurs  he  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the 
condition  of  tliat  tribe,  witli  tlie  view  of  ascertaining  if  any 
fnrtlier  legislation  lie  needed  to  secure  to  them  and  to  "the 
Government  the  same  relaticnis  that  existed  before  the  re- 
helhon ;  and  report  hy  bill  or  otherwise. 

HAILROADS  IN  MINNESOTA. 
Mr.  WILKINSON.     I  move  that  the  Senate 

firoceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  joint  reso- 
ution  No.  17. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  There  is  a  special  order  for 
half  past  twelve  o'chick,  and  you  have  buta  min- 
ute or  two  left. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  desire  the  morning 
bu.siness  to  be  gone  through  with  before  we  take 
up  any  bills  for  action. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  will  state  that  this 
joint  resolution  has  been  before  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  I  presume  there  will  be  no 
discussion  about  it.  There  is  no  appropriation 
of  land  in  it,  nor  is  there  any  appropriation  of 
money.  It  merely  proposes  to  straighten  some 
lines  of  railroad  in  our  State.  It  has  been  care- 
fully considered  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  Some  amendments  were  prepared  by  the 
chairman  himself  just  before  he  went  away.  1 
wish  to  have  it  passed  now  in  order  that  it  may  go 
to  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose there  will  be  a  word  of  opposition  to  it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  17)  relative  to  a  cer- 
tain grant  of  lands  for  railroad  purposes  made  t8* 
the  Territory  of  Minnesota  in  the  year  1857. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  joint  res- 
olution; but  was  interrupted  by 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  becomes 
tlie  duty  of  the  Chair  now  to  call  up  the  special 
order  for  half  past  twelve  o'clock,  being  the  mo- 
tion to  appoint  a  committee  of  conference  on  the 
bill  to  provide  a  temporary  government  for  the 
Territory  of  Montana;  and  upon  that  question 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Doolittle]  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  give 
way  and  let  this  joint  resolution  go  through. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  am  sure  the  resolution 
will  be  acted  upon  as  soon  as  it  is  read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  yield  the  floor? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  give  way  if  this  matter 
will  not  lead  to  discussion. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  think  there  will  be  no 
discussion. 

ThcPRESIDlNGOFFICER.  The  bill  which 
is  the  special  order  for  this  hour  will  be  laid  aside, 
if  there  be  no  objection,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  consideration  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution (S.  No.  17)  relative  to  a  certain  grant  of 
lands  for  railroad  purposes  made  to  the  Territory 
of  Minnesota  in  the  year  1857. 

The  Secretary  continued  the  reading  of  the  joint 
resolution,  which  provides  that  the  fiist  section  of 
an  act  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
Rtruction  of  certain  railroads  in  that  Territory, 
and  granting  public  lands,  in  alternate  sections, 
to  the  State  of  Alabama,  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  railroads  in  that  State,  approved 
March  3,  1857,  shall,  without  forfeiture  to  the 
Slate  of  Minnesota,  or  its  assigns,  of  any  rights 
or  benefits  under  that  act,  be  construed  to  au- 
thorize the  location  of  the  lines  of  railroad  and 
branches  specified  in  that  act,  without  running  or 
locating  the  same,  or  either  of  them,  to  or  by  the 
way  of  Crow  Wing,  or  St.  Peter.  The  branch 
lineprovidedfor  inthatact  to  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  Red  River  of  the  North,  via  St.  Cloud  and 
Crow  Wing,  may  be  located  and  constructed  upon 
any  eligible  route  by  way  of  St.  Cloud  or  East  St. 
Cloud  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Red  Rjver 
of  the  North;  and  the  line  from  Winona  via  St. 
Peter,  to  a  point  on  Big  Sioux  river,  may  be  lo- 
cated and  constructed  upon  any  e'.tgjbletoute  from 
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Winona,  via  Mankato  or  St.  Peter,  to  a  point  on 
the  Big  Sioux  river.  The  new  locations  and  lines 
when  surveyed  and  adopted,  and  the  maps  and 
plans  thereof  filed  in  the  proper  office,  as  required 
by  the  act  of  Mai'ch  3,  1857,  are  to  confer  the 
same  rights  upon  and  benefits  to  the  State  of  Min- 
nesota and  its  assigns  in  the  new  lines  as  if  ihey 
had  been  originally  located  under  the  net  of  1857. 
The  provisions  of  tlie  act  of  August  4,  1852,  "  to 
grant  the  right  of  way  to  all  rail  and  [dank  roads 
and  macadamized  turnpikes  |ia.ssing  through  the 
public  laijds  belonging  to  the  United  States  ,"  are 
to  be  extended,  so  as  to  be  applicable  to  these  new 
lines  of  railroad. 

The  Seoetary  of  the  Interior  is  to  cause  all  even 
sections  or  pai'is  of  even  sections  of  the  public 
lands  that  may  be  brought  within  six  miles  of  the 
new  lines  or  parts  of  lines  of  railroad  to  be  sold 
at  the  same  price  and  in  the  same  manner  that 
might  have  been  according  to  the  act  of  1857  upon 
the  originally  located  route  of  railroad.  All  pur- 
chasers, or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  within  the  six- 
mile  limits  of  the  originally  located  route,  who 
shall  be  more  than  six  miles  from  the  new  lines 
of  route,  and  who  have  paid  the  sum  of|2  50  an 
acre,  may  either  exchange  their  locatiotis  upon 
the  line  as  first  esta!>lished  to  the  new  line,  upon 
the  same  terms,  in  like  quantities,  and  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  line  first  established,  or  at  their  op- 
tion enter,  without  further  payment,  anywhere 
within  the  land  districts  in  the  State  of  Miiutesota, 
an  additional  quantity  of  public  lands  subject  to 
private  entry,  at  ^1  25  an  acre,  equal  to  the  quan- 
tity entered  by  them  at  ^2  50  per  acre,  so  that  the 
lands  originally  entered  by  them  shall  thus  be  re- 
duced to  the  rate  of  $1  25  per  acre.  The  even 
sections  of  public  lands,  reserved  to  the  United 
States  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1857,  along  the 
originally  located  route  of  the  lines  of  railroad 
and  branch  railroad,  except  where  such  sections 
shall  fiill  within  six  miles  of  the  new  lines  of  road, 
and  along  which  no  railroad  has  been  constructed, 
are  hereafter  to  be  subject  to  sale,  at  ^1  25  per  acre. 

Upon  the  filing  in  the  General  Land  Office  of 
the  lists  of  the  railroad  lands,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
as  now  selected  and  certified  in  the  General  Land 
Office,  with  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Minnesota,  under  the  seal  of  the  State, 
that  the  State  and  its  assigns  surrender  all  claim 
to  the  lands  thus  certified,  and  that  the  same  has 
never  been  pledged  or  sold  or  in  anywise  incum- 
bered, or  if  the  same  shall  have  been  pledged  or 
incumbered,  shall  also  file  in  the  General  Land 
Office  a  good  and  sufficient  release,  discharge,  or 
satisfaction  of  such  pledge,  incumbrance,  or  liens, 
then  the  State  of  Pvlinnesota  or  its  assigns  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  a  like  quantity  of  land,  se- 
lected in  like  manner,  upon  the  new  lines  of  road 
as  thus  surrendered. upon  the  first  lines,  and  to  the 
extent  of  six  sections  per  mile  in  the  aggregate 
for  every  mile  of  the  new  lities,  according  to  the 
general  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1857. 
And  it  is  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  to  reoffer  for  public  sale, 
in  the  usual  manner,  the  lands  embraced  in  these 
lists  of  surrendered  lands  when  duly  filed  in  his 
office. 

The  time  for  the  completion  of  the  lines  of  rail- 
road and  branches,  specified  and  provided  for  in 
the  act  of  March  3,  1857,  is  to  be  extended  for 
the  term  of  ten  years  from  and  after  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1867. 

The  first  amendmentof  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  was  after  the  word  "route,"  in  the 
seventeenth  line  of  the  first  section,  to  insert  the 
words  "east  of  Otter  Tail  lake,"  and  after 
"  Cloud,"  in  line  nineteen,  to  insert"  St.  Vincent, 
on;"  so  a'=;  to  make  the  clause  read: 

And  t'.ie  said  brancli  line  of  railroad  in  said  act  provided 
for,  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Red  River  of  the  North 
Via  St.  Cloud  and  Crow  Wing,  may  be  located  and  con- 
structed upon  any  eligible  route  cast  of  Otter  Tail  lake,  by 
way  of  St.  Cloud,  or  East  St.  Cloud,  to  St.  Vincent,  on  the 
said  navigable  waters  of  the  Red  River  of  the  North. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  rise  simply  in  order  to  learn 
what  this  joint  resolution  is.  If  I  urn  correct  in 
my  supposition,  it  is  to  change  the  line  of  a  route 
that  has  alrcmdy  been  cKtabliehed. 


Mr.  WILKINSON.     Yes, sir.       ' 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  should  like  to  know  how 
far  it  changes  it. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  There  are  two  changes 
made. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  What  is  the  distance  between 
the  line  as  alreadjr  located  and  that  which  is  pro- 
posed by  the  resolution  under  consideration.? 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Thereareiwo  routes  the 
line  of  which  it  is  proposed  to  change.  I  have 
the  maps  before  me  which  explain  the  whole 
matter.  The  first  change  proposed  is  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  State,  releasing  the  company  from 
running  to  a  point  called  Crow  Wing,  as  fixed 
in  the  original  bill.  They  wish  to  shorten  the 
line  by  going  some  thirty  miles  west.  The  result 
will  be  to  save  thirty  miles  of  road,  and  lessen  the 
amount  of  public  lands  granted.  The  other 
change  is  in  a  road  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
State,  running  froin  Winona  wesi_iiy  the  way  of 
St.  Peter.  That  line  of  road  is  not  changed  more 
than  fifteen  miles;  but  the  effect  is  to  save  cross- 
ing the  Miruiesota  river  twice. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  have  no  objection  to  the  joint 
resolution,  and  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  it, 
unless  it  be  in  the  fact  that  parties  may  have  gone 
on  after  the  line  was  located  arui  bought  the  al- 
ternate sections  from  the  Governmetit  at  $2  50 
an  acre;  and  now  if  we  authorize  the  road  to  be 
taken  from  them  and  established  ujion  another 
line  we  may  be  doing  an  injury  to  then).  1  do 
not  know  how  that  is. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  The  joint  resolution  pro- 
vides that  where  the  line  of  the  roads  is  changed 
so  as  to  bring  land  which  has  already  been  taken 
beyond  the  fifteen  miles  limit  provided  in  the 
original  bill  the  parties  may  relocate,  as  was  pro- 
vided lastyearin  ihejoint  resolution  which  passed 
the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  grant  in  Wisconsin. 
In  such  cases  the  parties  may  give  up  their  old 
locations  and  take  new  ones  if  they  prefer  to  do  so. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  thirty-three 
of  section  one,  after  the  word  "  and"  to  strike  out 
"  plans"  and  insert  "  plats." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  ainendment  was  in  section  two,  lines 
seven  and  eight,  to  strike  out  the  words  "so  as 
above,"  and  after  "  located"  to  insert  "as  pro- 
vided in  this  act,"  so  as  to  read: 

And  the  same  are  hereby  extended  so  as  to  be  applicable 
to  the  new  lines  of  railroad  to  be  located  as  provided  In 
this  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  three,  lines 
six  and  seven,  after  the  word  "  maimer"  to  strike 
out  "  that  have  or  might  have  been  according  to," 
and  to  insert "  as  provided  in,"  so  as  to  read  "  to 
be  sold  at  the  same  price  and  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  provided  in  the  said  act." 

The  amendment  .was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  nine,  ofsection 
three,  before  "  railroads"  to  insert  "  said,"  and 
after  the  word  "  purchasers,"  in  the  same  line,  to 
insert  "of  public  lands  of  the  United  States." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  four,  lines 
eight  and  nine,  alter  the  word  "sale,"  to  strike 
out  "  at  $1  25  per  acre,"  and  to  insert  "  as  other 
public  lands  similarly  situated;"  so  as  to  read; 

And  along  which  no  railroad  has  been  conslrncled,shnU   , 
hereafter  be  subject  to  sale  a.-,  otlier  public  lands  similarly 
situated. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  five,  lino 
four,  after  the  words  "  General  Land  Office,"  to 
insert  "  and  situated  more  than  fifieen  miles  from 
the  new  lines,  respectively ,  o^  roads  provided  for 
in  this  act;"  so  as  to  read: 

Tliat  upon  the  filing  in  the  G(Mieral  Land  Office  of  tlio  lists 
of  the  said  railroad  lands,  in  whole  or  in  pan,  as  now  se- 
lected and  certified  in  the  General  Land  Olfieo,  and  situ- 
ated more  than  filleen  miles  from  tlie  new  lines,  respecl- 
ively,  of  roads  provided  for  in  this  act,  &.C. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Th«  next  amsndment  was  ia  soction  fiva,line 
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ninclccn,  iiftur  tin;  wordc)  "  new  liiii's,"  to  strike 
out  "  accordiiii^  to  the  j^cncrnl  prnvisions,"  and 
to  insert  "subject  to  liii;  coiidition.-!,  ru.striclions, 
and  liniitalions  in  cvory  icsprci;"  bo  i'.s  to  read: 
And  to  ilic  exlciit  of  si\  fcoiions  per  iiiili;  in  the  ng- 
gregati;  for  every  mile  of  tin-  lu'W  liii'^s,  sulijoct  to  tliccoii- 
(litiniis,  icstriclioiis,  niiil  liniitalions  in  every  respect  ofllm 
sni(i  act  ol"  iAIarcli  3,  )t57. 

The  ainendmoiit  was  ngieed  to. 

Tlio  noxt  amcndinrnt  was  in  section  five,  line 
tweiiiy-tiicee,  before  the  word  "sale,"  to  strike 
out  "  public, "so  as  to  read,  ''  and  it  slinll  lie  the 
dniy  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gencrai  Land 
OfRi'e  to  rcolfer  lor  sale  in  the  usual  manner,"  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Tlie  next  aii'jmidment  was  in  section  six,  litie 
five,  to  strike  out  the  word  "ten"  and  insert 
"  five, "so as  to  read,"  be,  and  the  same  is  h<'rcl)y, 
extended  for  the  term  of  five  years  from  and  after 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1867."" 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  received  a  great  number  of 
remonstrances  froni  the  peo|i]e  of  St.  Peter, 
which  I  presented  to  the  committee  when  this  bill 
was  before  ihein,  and  tliey  have  had  tiie  matter 
under  consideration.  Still,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  move  this  amendment,  to  strike  out  of  the  first 
section,  from  the  twentieth  line, after  tlie  word 
"  North,"  down  to  the  twenty-sixth  line,  includ- 
ing the  word  "notwithstanding." 

Mr.  POMEllOY.  I  am  unable  to  hear  what 
the  amendment  is. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  following  "North"  in  the  twentieth  line 
of  section  one,  down  to  and  including  the  word 
"notwithstanding"  in  the  twenty-sixth  line  of 
tlie  first  section.  It  is  a  provision  for  the  ciiange 
of  the  line  of  the  roads.  Tlie  people  of  St.  Peter 
remonstrate  against  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  words 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

And  llicsaid  line  nf  railroad  in  said  act  provided  for,  from 
Winona,  via  St.  Peter,  to  a  point  on  Big  Sioux  river 
tliercin  named,  may  be  located  and  constructed  upon  any 
fcligildc  route  from  said  Winona,  via  Manlcato  or  St.  Peter, 
to  a  point  on  the  liig  Sioux  river,  named  in  the  said  act, 
nnylhini^in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  nolwithstauding, 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  v/ill  jnst  content  my- 
ficlf  by  siiowing  the  map  to  the  Senate,  and  also 
reading  the  certificate  of  the  chief  ejigineer  of  that 
load,  who  lias  been  recently  upon  and  surveyed 
the  new  line  aa  proposed  in  this  resolution.  I 
will  slate  that  the  railroad  company  want  this 
change,  and  have  sent  tiieir  engineer  to  survey 
the  new  line  which  is  marked  on  the  map  before 
me.     I  will  read  hiscertificate: 

This  map  represents  the  located  line  of  the  Winona  and 
8t.  Peter  railroad,  from  the  foot  of  Lake  Elysium,  via 
Bt.  Peter  in  Nicolet  county,  to  the  W(^st  line  of  township 
one  hundred  and  ten,  range  thirty;  distance  by  this  route 
(A  to  I!)  lorty  six  and  three  tenths  miU's.  Also,  in  a  dotted 
red  line,  l!ie  j)ropo.sed  deviation,  (distance  tliirty-tliree 
miles,  A  to  t;,)  maUing  a  saving  in  favor  of  tln^  alteration 
equal  to  thirteen  ami  three  tenths  iniles.  By  effecting  this 
etiange  ilieciimpany  avoid  crossing  the  Minnesota  river  at 
Ka-ioia  .ind  New  Ulm,  saving  thereby,  at  lowest  estimate, 
i8.j27,U00  of  useless  expenditure. 

F.MAC  NAMARA, 
Chief  Engineer  Winona  and  St.  Peter  Railroad. 

•^pril  2,  1864. 

This  is  the  estimate  of  the  engineer.  There 
were  rettionstranccs  sent  here,  as  the  committee 
know,  from  St.  Peter;  but  tlhere  were  also  a  large 
jiuniljtr  of  petitions  sent  from  the  southern  coun- 
ties in  the  State  asking  that  tliis  change  should 
be  made.  It  i.s  clearly  for  the  intercstof  the  com- 
munity there  that  the  change  should  be  made, 
although  the  people  of  the  county  of  Nicolet  do 
protest  against  it.  1  hope  that  the  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted. 

Tin;  amendnKMit  wa.s  rejected. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Son- 
ate  as  amended,  and  the  amendments  were  con- 
r.urred  in. 

The  jf>int  resolution  was  ordered  lo  be  en- 
grossed Cora  third  reading;  and  was  read  llie  third 
time,  anil  passed,' 

ALUCOKU  FRAUDS  IN  WESTERN  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  offer  the  following 
rcHoUilion: 

Unclrrd,  That  tin.-  Committee  on  Printing  be  instructed 
lo  npciria  resolution  to  print  for  the  usr;of  tin:  .Senate  the 
re|K>it  niaiie  by  the  military  eomniisHion  heretofore  ap- 
polntivl  t>y  iIm'  I'rehident  l<i  examine  Into  the  military 
"|1eriltinns  in  the  \Vi"-H'rn  di'iiarlnunt  In  connection  wltjl 


certain  alleged  fraud.s,  of  which  Major  General  Irwin  Mc- 
Dowell was  president,  togfiher  with  the  evidence  taken 
hy  the  said  commission. 

I  ask  for  the  present  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.     I  object. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  object,  unless  I  can  have  an 
opporlniiily  to  amend  the  i-esolution. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Objection  be- 
ing made,  the  resolution  will  lie  over. 

Mr.  HI-:NDERS0N.   Wiiat  is  the  amendment.' 

Tlie  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  resolu- 
tion is  not  before  the  Senate,  and  is  not  open  to 
discussion. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  do  not  understand  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  as  oljecting. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.      Tobjccted. 

Tlie  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  resolu- 
tion will  lie  over  under  the  rules. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  IIOOSE. 

A  message  from  the  tlouse  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPuERsoN,  its  Cleric,  announced  that 
the  Speaker  of  iho  Flouse  of  Representatives  had 
signed  the  followin::^  enrolled  bills: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  130)  for  a  charter  of  Masonic 
Flail  Association  in  Washington  city,  Districtof 
Columbia; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  249)  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
a  register  to  the  steam  vessel  John  Martin;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  408)  for  the  relief  of  post- 
masters who  have  been  robbed  by  confedei'ate 
forces  or  rebel  guerrillas. 

BILLS  BKCOME  LAWS. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  approved  and  signed  on 
the  21st  of  April  the  following  acts  and  joint  res- 
olution: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  287)  to  change  the  name  of 
the  district  and  port  of  Presque  Isle  to  the  dis- 
trict and  port  of  Erie; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  301)  to  amend  an  net  for 
enroUingand  calling  out  the  national  forces, so  as 
lo  increase  the  rank,  paj',  and  entioluments  of  the 
Provost  Marshi'.l  General; 

Ati  act  (II.  R.  No.  303)  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade  of 
lineofficer.s  ofthe  United  States  Navy, "approved 
July  16,  1862;  and 

A  jiiiut  resolution  (H.  R.-No.  G5)  directing  the 
committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  to  exandine 
into  the  recent  attack  on  Fort  Pillow. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  by  Mr.  NicoLAY,his  Secretary, announced 
that  the  President  had  approved  and  signed,  on 
the  22d  instant,  the  following  act  and  joint  reso- 
lution: 

An  act  (S.  No.  183)  in  amendment  of  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  relating  to  foreign  coins  and  the 
coinage  of  cents  at  the  Mint  ofthe  United  States," 
approved  February  21,  1837;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  39)  relating  to  the 
publication  ofthe  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court 
ofthe  United  States  for  December  term,  1863. 

TEUUlTOllY  OF  MONTANA. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clark.) 
The  special  order  is  before  the  Seiiato. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  move  to  postpone  nil 
prior  orders,  and  take  up  Senate  Joint  resolution 
No.  8,  being  a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin. 

The  PRESIDINGOFFICER  put  the  question, 
and  declared  that  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  In  i-elaiion  to  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana,  ns  it  is  a 
matter  which  concerns  my  own  Slate,  I  do  not 
feel  exactly  at  liberty  to  address  the  Senate  on 
another  subject  which  postpones  action  on  a  ineas- 
ure  in  whi<;h  my  State  has  a  deep  interest,  and  if 
it  does  not  give  rise  to  discussion  1  should  prefer 
that  the  Senate  would  take  up  and  pass  the  res- 
olution indicated  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  I 
suppose  it  is  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  five 
per  cent,  on  the  land  sales. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  have  no  interest  my- 
self in  the  question, except  to  see  justice  done  to 
the  State  ol  Wisconsin  in  respect  to  the  five  per 
cent,  on  the  sales  of  lands  within  her  limits,  which 
she  ought  to  be  paid. 

The  ['RESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Question 
has  already  been  decided  by  the  Chair.  Is  there 
a  call  for  a  division  .-" 

Mr.  IIENDIMCKS.      1   ihought  llie  Senator 


from  Wisconsin  voted  "no,"  and  therefore  I  did 
not  call  for  a  division. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     1  did  not  object. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  suppose  there  is  no 
objection  to  the  jointresolution  on  thepartof  any 
Senator. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  voted  against  the  motion. 
My  objection  is  to  bringing  up  another  measure 
at  this  time  when  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  has 
the  floor  to  address  the  Senate  on  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent subject. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  the  Senator  will  waive 
his  objection,  I  should  like  to  have  the  resolution 
considered  now. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  think  we  ought  not  to  take 
up  a  question  in  this  way  when  there  is  another 
pending. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  that  this  resolution  ought  to  be  passed 
now,  so  that  it  may  become  a  law  at  this  session, 
giving  Wisconsin  her  five  i^er  cent. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  will 
state  that  the  question  on  taking  U|i  the  joint  res- 
olution alluded  to  is  not  before  the  Senate.  The 
question  has  been  once  decided. 

Ml-.  GRIMES.     I  call  for  the  regular  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Unless  a  divis- 
ion is  called,  the  regular  order  is  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  am  not  going  to  call  for 
a  division,  if  other  Senators  do  not  take  enough 
interest  in  the  resolution  to  tike  it  ii]). 

Mr.  HOWE.  Has  a  motion  been  made  lo 
postpone  the  regular  order.' 

Tlie  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  has  been 
made,  and  decided  by  the  Chair. 

iMr.  HOWE.     As  lost.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     As  lost. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Is  it  too  late  to  call  for  a  di- 
vision .' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  will 
call  for  a  division,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     I  object. 
•w  Mr.  HOWE.     Why? 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Because  I  want  to  go  on  with 
the  regular  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  special 
order  of  the  day  is  before  the  Senate,  being  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  [Mr.  Wil- 
kinson] that  the  Senate  further  insist  upon  its 
amendments  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  15)  to  pro- 
vide a  temporary  government  for  the  'I'en'iiory 
of  Montana,  and  agree  to  the  conference  aslced 
for  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  ofthe  two  Houses.  , 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Mr.  President,  I  certainly 
do  not  object  to  a  free  conference  U|)on  th(!  dis- 
agreeing votes  between  the  two  Houses.  This 
bill  origitiated  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
It  came  from  the  Committee  on  'I'erriiories,  of 
which  Mr.  Ashley,  a  distinguished  gentleman 
from  the  State  of  Ohio,  is  chairman — a  gentleman 
no  less  distinguished  for  his  great  legal  ability 
than  for  his  earnest  and  untiring  devotHui  to  the 
cause  of  human  liberty  and  to  the  preservation  of 
the  Union.  The  bill,  in  accordance  with  all  prece- 
dent from  the  beginning  of  the  Governmentdown 
to  the  present  hour,  limited  the  right  of  suffrage 
to  white  men;  to  men  of  the  Caucasian  race.  In 
this  form  the  bill  passed  theFIouseof  [liprescnt- 
iitivea  without  division.  It  may  be  said  to  have 
received  the  unanimous  sanction  of  that  body. 
It  came  to  the  Senate;  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  over  which  the  distin- 
guished Senator  from  Ohio  presides,  than  whom 
there  is  no  man  in  this  body,  in  the  other  House, 
or  in  the  whole  country,  more  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  liberty  and  to  defend  the  rights  of  the 
oppressed  African  race.  I  refer  to  Senator  Wade, 
from  Ohio.  From  that  committee  the  bill  was 
reported  to  this  body  without  any  amendment. 
it  was  called  up  to  be  put  on  its  passage;  was 
just  ready  to  pass;  and,  doubtless,  would  have 
received  ihe  unanimous  vote  of  the  Senate  but  for 
the  fact  that  my  honorable  friend  from  Minnesota 
[Mr.  Wilkinson]  deemed  it  his  duty,  upon  his 
responsibility  as  a  Senator,  to  introduce  and  carry 
through  the  S(,'nate  an  amendment  which  it  is 
claimed  will  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  to  col- 
ored men  of  African  and  perhaps  also  of  Indian 
descent.  The  House  of  Representatives  has  dis- 
agreed, still  insists  upon  its  disagreement,  and 
now  asks  the  Senate  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
free  conference  on  the  subject. 

For  myself,  8o  far  na  this  Territory  of  Mon- 
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tana  is  concerned,  I  care  but  very  little  in  which 
form  the  bill  shall  pass,  whether  in  the  form  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  or  in  the 
form  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Territories 
of  the  House,  sanctioned  by  that  House  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  committee  of  this  body;  but,  sir, 
that  against  which  I  enter  my  most  earnest  pro- 
test is  the  raising  of  this  new  issue,  in  form  or  in 
substance,  out  of  this  controversy  between  the 
two  Houses;  against  throwing  that  issue,  at  this 
time  and  in  the  present  state  of  tiie  country,  as  a 
new  element  to  inflame  and  imbitter  the  great  con- 
troversy to  come  off  in  the  ensuing  presidential 
election;  I  mean  the  issue  of  negro  suffrage.  Al- 
though perhaps  in  the  form  of  the  words  employed 
this  issue  is  not  necessarily  involved,  yet  it  is  so 
generally  understood  throughout  the  country  by 
the  press  and  by  the  people. 

From  my  friendsiiip  and  my  high  respect  for 
the  honorable  member  from  Minnesota,  I  have 
every  reason  to  know  that  he  was  actuated  only 
by  the  highest  and  most  patriotic  considerations; 
but  with  all  my  respect  for  him  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  he  has  raised 
nn  issue  unnecessaiily — an  issue  which,  if  it  be 
persisted  in,  will  of  necessity  be  involved  in  and 
would  control  the  result  of  the  coming  presiden- 
tial contest.  I  say  this  issue  is  altogether  unne- 
cessary. So  far  as  it  attempts  to  establish  negro 
suffrage  in  the  Territory  of  Montana,  it  is  wholly 
itnpracti&iblc;  for  I  now  repeat  what  I  said  the 
other  day,  there  is  not  one  single  jjerson  of  Afri- 
can descent  known  to  be  within  that  Territory. 
I  know  my  friend  from  Minnesota,  on  information 
received  from  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Lang- 
ford,  hnig  a  resident  of  that  Territory,  said  there 
wus  one  person  of  African  descent  there,  arid  he 
was  worili  $50,000.  Mr.  Langford  happened  to 
be  in  the  gallery  when  that  statement  was  made 
by  the  honorable  Senatorfrom  Minnesota.  Heat 
once  sent  his  card  to  an  honorable  member  upon 
this  floor,  sought  an  introduction,  and  informed 
him  that  there  was,  it  is  true,  at  one  time  one  per- 
son of  African  descent  in  that  Territory,  and  he 
was  the  fortunate  discoverer  of  a  mine  estimated 
by  some  to  be  worth  jj^50,000;  but  that  he  is  dead, 
and  now  there  is  not  »«e  single  person  of  African 
descent  in  the  proposed  Territory  of  Montana. 
I  repeat,  therefore,  so  far  as  concerns  the  exten- 
siini  of  suffrage  to  persons  of  African  descent, 
this  proposition  is  the  merest  abstraction  in  the 
woild. 

But  there  are  other  persons  in  that  Territory, 
other  colored  men,  men  of  Indian  descent,  who 
under  this  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Min- 
nesota might,  I  do  not  say  they  practically  would, 
but  might  be  embraced  within  its  provisions. 
There  are,  perhaps,  five  thousand  persons  of  In- 
dian descent  within  this  proposed  Territory.  Un- 
dei-  the  provisions  of  the  Senate  amendment  it 
miglitoccur  that  these  Indianswould  declare  their 
intention  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  thereby  become  entitled  to  the  right  of  suf- 
fraj^c  within  this  Territory.  I  do  not  say  1  think 
thiy  would,  or  that  it  is  probable  they  would,  but 
they  might. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  With  the  Senator's  per- 
mission, I  wish  to  ask  him  if  Indians  can  become 
citizinis  of  the  United  States  under  our  naturali- 
zation laws  by  complying  with  the  provisions,  by 
ieclarins  their  intention  and  taking  the  oath,  &c. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  That  is  a  disputed  ques- 
tion of  law,  upon  which  persons  take  different 
iides,  as  they  do  about  the  Chinese,  the  Malays, 
and  all  the  red  and  yellow  races; Chancellor  Kent, 
if  I  recollect-aright,  taking  the  ground  that  the'y 
are  not  capable  of  becoming  naturalized.  I  will 
not  enter  into  its  discussion  now.  But  this 
thing,  which  although  not  probable  is  neverthe- 
less possible,  might  actually  take  place  within 
this  Territory.  The  history  of  what  occurred 
in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  in  one  of  its  far-off 
election  districts,  at  Pembina,  ought  to  warn  us 
of  what  might  possibly  occur,  under  the  lead  of 
designing  demagogues,  who,  to  Carry  an  election, 
use  any  means,  right  or  wrong,  in  their  power. 
By  the  constitution  of  Minnesota,  while  lu'groes 
and  persons  of  African  descentare  excluded  from 
the  right  of  suffriige,  Indiana  who  have  adopted 
the  habits  of  civilized  life  are  permitted  to  exer- 
cise that  right.  At  the  first  election  in  that  new 
State,  at  the  Pembina  district,  it  is  said  not  only 
Indians  who  had  adopted  the  habita  of  civilized 
life,  but  wild  blanket  Indians  of  the  woods,  were 


led  to  the  polls,  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage 
under  the  manipulation  of  these  demagogues.  It 
was  a  very  simple  operation  for  those  designing 
men,  with  a  few  suits  of  clothes,  hats,  coats,  and 
pants,  and  plenty  of  whisky  and  tobacco,  to  strip 
the  wild  Indian  of  his  blanket,  clothe  him  in  the 
habiliments  and  addict  him  to  some  of  the  habits 
of  civilized  life,  and  to  bring  him  thus  arrayed  and 
addicted  forward  to  the  polls  to  deposit  his  ballot, 
to  return  again  to  the  woods  to  exchange  his  civil- 
ized costume  for  the  savage  costume  of  another 
wild  Indian,  to  be  led  to  the  polls  to  repeat  the 
same  operation. 

Now,  I  do  not  undertake  to  say  that  in  my  opin- 
ion sucli  a  thing  would  occur  in  the  Territory  of 
Montana;  but  inasmuch  as  it  did  once  occur  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota,  I  say  that  it  might  occur 
even  in  the  Territory  of  Montana  if  there  was  a 
fiercely  contested  election  in  which  great  interest 
was  felt  by  those  who  without  scruple  sometimes 
undertake  to  carry  an  election  by  any  means, fair 
or  foul. 

So  far,  then,  as  this  amendment  of  the  Senate 
extends-  any  right  of  suffrage  to  persons  of  Af- 
rican descent  in  the  Territory  of  Montana,  it  is 
a  mere  abstraction,  and  in  whichever  form  the 
bill  shall  ])asa  it  will  have  no  effect  whatever  in 
the  Territory.  The  question  then  perhaps  may 
be  asked,  "  Why  do  you  oppose  the  assertion  of 
an  abstraction,  or  the  raising  of  an  abstract  issue, 
which  can  have  no  application.''"  1  answer,  be^ 
cause  all  history  teaches  us  that  upon  mere  ab- 
stractions, which  have  no  practical  application, 
sometimes  the  fiercest  and  mcjst  bitter  controver- 
sies arise,  whether  in  the  religious,  the  political, or 
even  in  the  scientific  world.  Who  has  forgotten 
that  it  was  the  assertion  of  an  abstraction  in  the 
change  of  the  sound  of  a  single  vowel  in  one  Greek 
word,  whether  it  should  be  pronounced  "  Ho- 
moousion"  or  "  Homoiousion,"  the  shade  of  differ- 
ence between  jusl  like  and  almost  like,  that  divided 
the  religious  world,  produced  a  controversy  for 
ages,  and  sometimes  bathed  its  sacred  altars  in 
human  blood.'  Who  has  forgotten  that  it  was 
the  assertion  by  Mr.  Calhoun  of  the  abstract  prop- 
osition, "Slavery  is  a  blessing,"  "Slavery  is  a 
divine  institution,"  which  has  been  the  cause  of 
this  very  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged.' 
Philosophically  speaking,  it  v/as  this  dogma  of 
his,  asserted,  persisted  in,  carried  into  and  tri- 
umphing at  last  in  the  schools,  the  press,  the 
legislative  halls  of  the  South,  which  made  slavery 
aggressive,  and  at  last  forced  upon  Congress,  upon 
th1*President,  and  upon  the  Supreme  Court  that 
policy  and  those  measures  which  have  hiunched 
us  ujion  a  seaof  troubles  and  plunged  our  beloved 
country  into  this  terrible  struggle  of  blood,  agony, 
and  tears. 

Following  his  dogma  came  the  assertion  in  the 
Dred  Scott  decision  of  the  abstract  right  to  take 
slaves  into  all  the  Territories  of  the  Union.  The 
assertion  of  the  same  abstract  right  to  take  slaves 
into  the  Territory  repealed  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise, the  blow  which  openi-d  this  civil  strife,  in 
my  judgment,  the  immeiliale  cause  of  this  war, 
the  fatal  iem])ter  which,  entering  into  our  peace- 
ful paradise,  brought  "  death  and  all  our  woe." 

Mr.  President,  you  will  understand  me.  I  do 
not  propose  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the 
question  of  the  propriety  of  negro  suffrage;  not 
at  all.  I  propose  to  show  that  now  is  no  lime  to 
raise  that  question  or  to  discuss  it.  I  will  only 
say  that,  in  my  judgment,  this  question  properly 
belongs  to  the  States. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  I  move 
that  the  Senate  take  a  recess  for  half  an  hour.  It 
is  evident  there  is  not  a  quorum  here  at  this 
moment. 

[The  passage  ofGeneral  Burnside's  Army  corps 
at  this  time  in  the  streets  interrupted  proceedings.] 

The  motion  wus  agreed  to;  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  the  Senate  was  again  called  to 
order,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Mon- 
tana bill. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Mr.  President,  I  said  that 
I  did  not  intend  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of 
the  question  of  the  propriety  of  negro  suffrage. 
1  can  very  well  understand  how  it  is  that  in  the 
New  England  Stales,  where  there  are  very  few 
persons  of  African  descent;  where  they  are  gen- 
erally educated  or  tolerably  well  educated;  where, 
from  their  modes  of  life  and  association  with  the 
most  thrifty  and  intelligent  peojile  in  the  world. 


they  become  entirely  competent  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  electors,  the  people  of  New  England 
under  those  circumstances  can,  and  do,  and  may 
very  properly  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  toper- 
sons  of  African  descent.  In  the  State  of  New 
York,  where  there  are  more  persons  of  this  de- 
scription, I  can  very  well  understand  how  the 
people  of  that  Stale  do  and  properly  may ,  in  their 
organic  law,  give  the  right  of  suffrage  to  this  clns» 
of  people  with  a  qualification.  The  constitution 
of  New  York,  therefore,  requires  such  a  property 
qualification  as  shall  demonstrate  their  compe- 
tency, at  least,  to  take  care  of  themselves.  It  re- 
quires them  to  be  worth  the  sum  of  $250.  When 
you  come  to  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
there  is  a  still  larger  number  of  these  people,  I 
can  also  very  well  understand  why  it  is  the  peo- 
ple of  PeiMisylvania  in  their  constitution  may 
think  proper  to  exclude  from  the  right  of  suffrage 
this  class  of  persons  altogether.  So,  too,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  In  the  State  of^  Ohio — and 
Ohio  is  certainly  to  ue  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
earnest  of  all  the  Republican  States,  devoted  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  Republic  and  to  the  cause 
of  human  liberty — the  constitution  restricts  the 
right  of  suffrage  to  white  male  citizens.  I  read 
the  language  of  the  constitution  of  Ohio:  "Every 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  the  State  one  year  next  preceding  the 
electi(ni,"  &c.,  "  shall  be  entitled  to  exercise  the 
right  of  suffrage;"  and  under  this  provision  it  huii 
been  decided  in  that  State  that  the  offspring  of  a 
white  man  and  a  half-breed  Indian  woman  is  en- 
titled to  vote.  Being  more  than  one  half  white 
entitles  him  to  the  privilege  of  this  constitutional 
amendment. 

In  the  State  of  Indiana  the  constitution  and  Kiwi 
are  still  more stringentagainstexlending the  right 
of  suffrage  to  persons  of  African  descent;  while 
in  the  great  State  of  Illinois,  one  of  the  greatest 
among  the  great  States  of  the  West,  in  the  adop- 
tion of  a  new  constitution  not  long  since,  the  peo- 
ple by  a  most  overwhelming  majority  decided 
against  the  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage  to 
persons  of  African  descent. 

In  the  great  State  of  New  York,  where  this  ques- 
tion was  submitted  by  itself,  distinctly  uncon- 
nected with  any  party  or  any  other  question,  the 
question  of  the  extension  of  universal  negro  suf- 
fi-age  pure  and  simple,  the  people  of  that  State  by 
a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand 
decided  against  extending  it  beyond  what  it  now 
is  in  the  constitution  of  that  State  with  its  quali- 
fication. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  nsk  him  when  that  was.' 

Mr,  DOOLITTLE.  About  1842  or  1843,  I 
think. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Was  that  on  an  amendment 
of  the  constitution  .' 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  question  was  sub- 
mitted distinctly  by  itself  on  a  proposed  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  Senator  must  be  aware 
that  by  the  first  constitution  of  the  State  of  New 
York  there  was  no  distinction  on  account  of  color. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  It  was  since  the  constitu- 
tion of  1821;  in  the  constitution  adopted  about 

Mr.  MORGAN.     184G. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  About  184G.  I  remember 
it  very  well,  for  I  was  then  a  resident  of  the  State 
of  New  York. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  how  is  it  with  the  free 
State  of  West  Virginia,  with  a  constitution  re- 
cently adopted,  a  State  which  has  given  freedonti 
to  all  persons  of  African  descent?  By  a  consti- 
tutional  provision  of  that  State  they  restrict  tU* 
right  of  suffrage  to  white  male  citizens.  In  Wi*-- 
cousin,  where  there  are  much  fewer  persona,  of 
this  description  than  there  are  in  the  bltvtes  bar-' 
dering  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  where  uuif  (?i!Qple 
would  have  nuich  less  objection  la  the  e\tension 
of  the  right  of  suffrage  than  they  would,  iu  nj^iny 
of  these  other  States,  colored  pevsans  are  not  al- 
lowed to  vote.  In  our  State  the  question  has  beerj 
twice  submitted,  and  twice  have  the  people  voted 
against  it  by  large  and  decisive  majorities;  and 
yet  the  State  of  Wisconsin  ilaelf  would  have  less 
repugnance  and  oppos,ition  lothe  adoption  ufsuch 
a  measure  than  many  of  the  other  States. 

If  the  question  were  submitted  to  me  ill  9,D,y 
given  Slate,  for  intitance  in  the  State  of  Wiscoi^ 
sin,  if  I  were  there  and   the  question  w(ei:8  sub-. 
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mittcd  10  ine,  niid  I  was  called  upon  to  vote  on 
it,  wuiioiit  MOW  discussing  llie  profirii'ty  of  voling 
for  or  Hguinst  llu:  trxtiMision  of  negro  sutfiage  in 
the  Suite  of  Wisconsin,  1  could  very  properly 
and  very  consistently  vote  for  it.  In  the  SuUeof 
New  York,  when  the  question  was  U|i  and  dis- 
cussed as  (I  practictil  queslion  addressed  to  tiic 
citizens  of  New  York,  I  did  vole  for  it  as  a  citi- 
zen of  that  Stale.  But,  sir,  that  is  not  the  ques- 
lion at  all.  The  question  is,  shall  we  now  raise  this 
new  issue  ;  shall  we  put  this  among  other  issues 
into  the  great  contest  which  is  immediately  before 
us.'  ["JNever!"  from  ihc  galleries.] 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Older!  order! 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    Order! 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  1  will  not  say  the  time 
will  never  come  when  this  race,  to  which  per- 
sonal freedom  is,  as  I  believe,  surely  coming,  as 
the  result  of  this  war,  ai|d  by  that  amendment  of 
the  Constitutitxi  of  theUnited  Slates  which  1  trust 
in  God  two  thirds  of  Congress  and  the  people  of 
three  fourthsof  the  States  are  about  to  adopt,  may 
be  educaud  up  to  the  point  where  it  would  be 
proper  to  extend  to  ihem  the  right  of  suftVage  in  all 
the  States;  but  that  time  has  not  yetcome.  In  those 
Stat»s  v/here  the  shackles  of  slavnry  are  just 
struck  off  from  hundreds  and  thousands  of  these 
persons,  we  must  wait  the  dcvelo|,imcnt  of  events 
and  time;  wait  till  they  have  exercised  and  en- 
joyed their  freedom;  wait  until  they  shall  have 
bIiowii  themselves  capable  of  discharging  the 
duties  and  bearing  the  responsibililies  of  good 
citizens  before  we  declare  in  favor  of  any  such 
proposition;  and,  besides,  this  queslion  must  be 

Cassed  upon  by  each  Slate  for  itself.  If  there 
e  one  right  which  belongs  to  a  Slate  in  its  ca- 
pacity as  an  independent  State  in  this  Union,  it 
IS  its  right  to  prescribe  the  qualificaiion  of  its 
own  electors;  of  those  wlio  have  the  right  to  cast 
its  suffrages.  The  time  may  come  when  the 
States  may  properly  enact  laws  providing  that 
persons  of  African  descent  who  shall  have  faith- 
fully served  in  the  armies  of  the  country,  and 
fought  the  battles  of  the  Union,  and  shown  them- 
selves to  be  good  soldiers,  may  be  entitled  to  the 
enjoyment  of  this  right.  The  time  may  come 
whe)i,  before  some  competent  court  or  tribunal, 
persons  of  Afiican  descent  may  be  permitted,  on 
showing  themselves  sufficiently  well  educate^d,  or 
that  for  a  given  number  of  years  as  heads  of 
families  they  have  supported  themselves  and 
taken  care  of  their  families,  or,  upon  some  other 
pro|>er  terms,  may  be  admitted  to  the  right  of 
suffrage.  1  will  not  say  these  things  will  not 
come,  nor  can  I  say  how  soon  they  shall  come. 
It  has  not  yet  come;  at  all  events,  it  is  my  sol- 
emn belief  that  of  all  things  the  most  unwise  we 
eould  now  enter  upon  is  for  the  Congress,  com- 
posed of  members  and  Senators  representing 
States  and  districts  a  large  majority  of  whose 
people  in  their  constituiions  deny  the  right  of 
negro  suffrage  within  their  own  Slates,  to  pass 
a  law  here,  or  in  any  other  form  to  declare  and 
to  extend  to  negroes  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  wherever  we  liavc  power  to 
legiwlato. 

Sir,  we  have  upon  our  hands  issues  enough. 
The  singli;  issue  of  this  great  war  isenougli.  it 
is  all  the  human  mind  can  grasp,  and  more  than 
ony  yet  liave  been  able  to  resolve.  'I'hisgigantic 
Btru^irle  is  10  delerfuine  whether  republican  gov- 
ernm'iit  shall  live  or  die;  wheiher  a  constitutional 
form  of  government,  resting  upon  the  people  for 
its  8U[)port,  can  be  maintained,  or  must  [lerish 
fori'Ver;  wheiher  the  union  of  these  States  is  to 
be  continued  or  broken;  whether  we  are  to  main- 
loin  our  own  rights  and  bl)eriies  as  free  citizens 
of  this  great  Republic  under  llu;  Constiiution  of 
the  United  States,  or  succumb  to  rebellion, -con- 
Bpiracy,anil  military  despotism.  From  I  he  course 
of  evenis,  iVom  military  neci'ssity  in  the  |irosecu- 
tion  of  this  war,  and,  as  it  seems  to  me — I  say 
il  with  revrrence — by  providential  dispensation, 
(ho  cxisli  n<'o  of  .slavery  has  become  involved  in 
this  contest.  The  ludsecniion  of  this  war  to  a 
final  triumph  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates  will 
of  iieceBsily  destroy  slavery  wilhin  all  those  Stales 
in  rebellion  ngainut  ilie  Government.  'I'hese  is- 
KUOH  are  large  etiough  and  broad  enough  to  de- 
mand all  f>ur  titnc  anil  all  our  energies,  all  our 
menPH,  our  whole  might,  jnind,  and  strength  to 
accomplish  that  great  jiurposc, 

Whot  in  tho  stnt*-  of  t.h*  country'     Wo  arc 


engaged  in  a  war  which  has  no  [larallelin  human 
history.  This  whole  country,  fi'om  Maine  to  the 
Rio  Grande,  trembles  under  ihn  tread  of  armed 
tnen.  One  of  our  great  corps  d'armee,  under  Gen- 
eral Biirnsiile,  is  this  moment  passing  through  the 
streets  of  Washington,  marching  across  the  Po- 
tomac to  engage  in  the  greatest  baWle  this  con- 
tinent or  the  world  has  seen  tor  twcf  generations; 
and  on  the  result  of  which,  perhaps,  hang  not 
only  the  hopes  of  this  Republic,  but  the  hopes  of 
the  world. 

We  are  gathering  our  forces  from  the  East  and 
from  the  West;  we  are  massing  our  strength; 
we  are  pouring  out  our  men,  our  blood,  our  treas- 
ure like  water;  not  only  all  our  own  treasure,  all 
we  of  this  generation  liave  and  all  we  hope  to 
have,  but  we  are  mortgaging  in  ad  vance  the  prop- 
erty and  ihe  earnings  of  generations  to  come  after 
us,  to  raise  the  means  necessary  to  sustain  our 
cause  and  win  the  decisive  victory. 

Our  country  at  this  hour  is  bleeding  at  every 
pore;  every  household  wears  the  drapery  of 
mourning;  grief  sits  an  unwelcome  visitoratevery 
fireside;  an  unbidden  guest  fills  the  vacant  chair 
at  every  family  table,  and,  by  the  side  of  the 
mourning  widow  or  mother,  bends,  in  anguish, 
deep  and  unutterable,  at  every  family  allar.  Sir, 
some  of  us  have  been  made  to  drink  of  this  bitter 
cup;  there  are  some,  like  my  honorable  friend 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Fessenden,]  and  myself,  who 
have  been  compelled  to  look  into  the  graves  of 
our  sons,  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  put  down  this  unholy 
rebellion.  And,  sir,  we  have  been  made  to  feel, 
in  our  inmost  souls,  what  our  judgments  clearly 
see,  that  the  great  issue  of  this  people  and  specially 
of  this  present  time,  and  bel'ore  which  all  others 
should  give  place,  is  an  issue  of  arras — whether 
we  shall  have  success  or  whether  we  shall  fail  in 
crushing  the  military  power  of  the  rebellion. 

Shall  the  Republic  live  or  die.'  We  not  only 
know  but  we  are  made  to  feel  that  if  we  do  not 
succeed  in  maintaining  this  Government  and 
putting  down  this  rebellion — and  that  can  only 
be  done  by  force  of  arms — our  sons  have  been 
sacrificed  in  vain.  But  if  we  shall  succeed,  as, 
with  the  blessing  of  Providence,  I  hope  and  trust 
we  may;  if  we  shall  be  permitted  to  see  that 
standard,  under  which  they  entered  the  service, 
float  once  more  in  triumph,  with, not  one  star  ob- 
scured nor  one  stripe  erased,  over  every  inch  of 
thesoil  of  every  State  and  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  "we  can  then  say  to  our  struggling  hearts, 
"  Peace,  be  still !  though  our  sons  have  fallenour 
country  lives." 

We  know,  we  feel,  that  in  war  as  in  religion 
and  in  every  other  great  department  of  life,  there 
is,  and  there  can  be,  but  one  great,  all-absorbing, 
controlling  issue  to  be  decided  at  the  same  time. 
We  are  told  in  holy  writ,  "  Seek  first  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  and  its  righteousness,  and  all  other 
thingsshall  beadded  untoyon."  And  in  tliis  war 
of  our  country  for  its  very  life,  we  should  seek 
first,  last,  and  all  the  time  to  do  nothing,  to  en- 
gage in  nothing,  to  say  nothing  l.>ut  that  which 
gives  force  l6  our  armies,  or  raises  the  money  to 
sustain  them.  When  this  war  is  past;  when  peace 
shall  smile  once  more  in  beauty  all  around  us; 
when  lh(u-eis  no  more  blood  to  be  shed;  when  there 
are  no  more  sons  to  be  sacrifici-d  upon  the  altar, 
then,  if  you  will,  open  this  Senate  Chamber  to  be- 
come a  debating-school  for  all  the  abstractions 
you  please. 

Mr.  President,  as  I  have  said  already, from  my 
respect  for  my  honorable  friend  from  Minnesota, 
I  feel  sure  that  in  all  his  acts  here  he  is  guided 
only  by  the  highest  and  most  patriotic  motives. 
But  at  ihi!  same  time  1  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing my  deep  regret  thatan  issue  should  have 
been  raised  at  this  lime,  or  should  appear  to  have 
been  raised  at  this  moment  before  the  peo])le  of 
the  country  upon  this  distracting  question  of 
negro  suffrage. 

In  God's  name  let  us  first  save  the  Union;  let 
us  crush  thi^  rebellion;  let  us  give  freedom  to 
the  negroes  as  the  necessary  result  of  the  prosw- 
<',ution  of  this  war,  and  secure  it  by  constitutional 
anienilment.  But  let  us  post]ione  the  discussion 
and  aclion  upon  this  and  all  oilier  issues,  which 
can  oidy  serve  to  distract,  divide,  and  weidfeii  the 
encrgie.sof  the  loyal  peo[)le  in  this  great  struggle. 
For  myself  1  would  so  conduct  our  affairs,  if  it 
were  wilhin  my  power,  I  hat  Ihe  whole  people  of 
the  free  State-s,  loyal  States,  in  this  conirovor.'^y, 
fihould  Rtnnd   togt^ihcr  us  one  man,  Hliouldrr  to 


shoulder,  speaking  but  one  voice,  breathing  but 
one  sentiment,  their  hearts  pulsating  wilh  one 
wish,  that  is,  to  save  the  Government,  crush  the 
rebellion,  and  trample  the  slave  confederacy  in 
pieces. 

But  what  else  do  we  see.'  I  do  not  hold  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota  solely  responsible.  This 
is  but  one  measure  of  a  whole  class  of  measures 
tending  to  raise  the  question  of  negro  social  as 
well  as  political  equality.  Of  my  honorable  friend 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Sumner]  I  have  some- 
times thought  in  my  heart  1  had  some  right  to 
complain,  not  personally  of  him,  but  of  prop- 
ositions that  he  is  disposed  to  bring  forward 
from  time  to  time,  that  to  me  seem  to  have  no 
bearing  whatever  on  the  great  issue,  and  tend 
to  nothing  else  but  to  distract  the  public  mind 
and  divide  the  hearts  and  energies  of  loyal  men. 
Upon  any  other  subject  but  the  negro  question 
my  honorable  friend  can  appreciate  what  I  am 
about  to  say,  as  well  as  I  or  any  other  Senator. 
As  an  instance,  we  all  know,  and  none  better  than 
that  Senator,  how  important  it  is  for  us  to  have 
the  moral  support,  sympathy,  and  if  not  the  friend- 
ship, at  least  the  strict  neutrality  of  foreign  Gov-, 
ertiments  in  this  struggle,  if  we  can  retain  them 
legitimately  and  honorably.  At  all  events,  he 
knows  as  well  as  1  how  disastrous  it  would  be  for 
us  to  raise  an  issue  now  with  England  or  France 
which  might  lead  them  to  recognize  the  confed- 
eracy, much  more  should  they  enter  into  an  al- 
liance wilh  the  confederacy  and  take  sides  against 
us.  He  would  go,  I  know,  very  far  to  prevent 
any  such  thing  as  that;  but  let  me  say  to  my  hon- 
orable friend  that,  in  myjudgment,  and  before  high 
Heaven,  I  declare  it  would  be  of  much  r«ore  con- 
sequence to  us  if  we  could  make  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  New  York,  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  great 
West,  and  of  all  the  loyal  States,  unanimously 
sustain  the  Union  cause,  shake  hands  together, 
and  declare, "  We  will  know  nothing  but  the  Union 
and  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war;  and  we 
will  say  nothing,  but  fill  the  Treasury,  fill  the 
ranks,  and  press  on  the  columns  until  the  last  flag 
of  the  rebellion  is  put  under  our  feel;  we  will  have 
no  divisions  in  our  ranks,  no  unnecessary  contro- 
versies, until  this  struggle  is  over;  we  will  all 
march  together,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  keep 
step  to  the  music  of  the  Union."  I  say,  and  I 
say  it  in  all  sincerity,  that  at  this  hour,  if  it  were 
in  my  power,  1  would  give  more  to  have  the  whole 
people  of  the  free  States  of  this  Union  join  with 
us,  hand  in  hand,  in  political  action  as  well  as  in 
arms,  with  no  dividetJ  voice  and  no  divided  sen-  -  JKj 
liment,  in  the  support  of  this  Government  and  to  ^P 
crush  the  rebellion,  than  to  have  England  and 
France,  one  or. both  together,  join  us  in  the  war 
against  the  confederacy. 

That  is  my  conviction;  and  if  I  express  myself 
earnestly,  warmly,  strongly,  gentlemen  must  not 
misunderstand  me.  I  do  iiot  speak  in  anger;  it 
is  "  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger."  I  deplore 
the  raising  of  new  issues  which  can  only  distract 
and  divide,  and  which,  if  persisted  in,  may  throw 
the  power  of  the  Government  into  the  hands  of 
those  who  synifiathize  to  a  greater  or  less  degree 
with  the  rebellion  itself. 

In  the  great  States  whose  voice  is  to  control; 
in  the  great  Slates  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  in  addition  to  all  the 
issues  necessarily  raiseii  and  which  must  be  de- 
cided, no  other  issue  could  be  named  or  raised 
which  would  tend  so  much  to  inflame  the  polit- 
ical controversies  of  the  limes  as  to  throw  into 
what  is  now  already  existing  this  additional  issue 
about  negro  suffrage.  God  knows' we  have  ele- 
ments of  discord  enough  all  around  us,  clementa 
bordering  almost  upon  revolution  in  some  of  the 
free  States.  Look  which  way  you  will,  to  New 
York  or  to  Illinois,  it  sometimes  breaks  out  in 
open  bloodshed  and  revolt.  Let  us  rather  allay 
than  stir  up  the  excitements  of  the  hour.  We 
have  all  we  can  deal  with,  all  that  we  can  master 
in  our  present  situation.  If  we  unloose  other 
spirits  of  discord  to  run  riot  through  all  the  free 
Slates  during  this  ]iresidential  election — itself  the 
greatest  trial  to  which  the  Americnn  people  has 
ever  yet  been  subjected — a  presidential  election 
with  a  million  of  men  in  arms  wagitiij:  this  gi- 
gantic war,  to  throw  other  elements  of  bitterness 
and  strife  into  the  canvass  no  man  can  see  the 
result.  If  these  political  witches  from  tlie  regions 
bilow"  round  about  the  cauldron  go"  and  "in 
the  poisoned  entrails  throw,"  they  will  make  for 
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us  "a  charm  of  powerful  trouble,  like  a  hell  broth 
boil  and  bubble." 

Mr.  President,!  know  my  action  upon  this  as 
upon  some  previous  occasions  will  be  misunder- 
stood, misconstrued,  and  misrepresented.  Such 
has  been  the  case  when,  on  questions  akin  to  this 
find  for  the  same  reasons  which  influence  me  now, 
1  have  sought  to  postpone  and  avoid  the  discus- 
sion of  unnecessary  issues.  For  instance,  there 
is  the  pending  question  of  negro  suffrage  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  I  think  '\l  would  be  very 
unwise  to  agitate  that  question  now.  Then  there 
was  that  question  whether  the  railroad  company 
should  allow  negroes  to  ride  in  cars  by  them- 
selves or  be  compelled  to  seat  them  side  by  side 
with  the  wives  and  daughters  of  white  men  in 
this  District.  1  thought  it  most  unwise  in  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  to  raise  that  ques- 
tion which  bears  upon  the  question  of  social 
equality.  Perhaps  1  was  mistaken;  but  that  was 
my  opinion, and  1  expressed  that  opinion  frankly. 
My  action  was  misrepresented  in  the  telegraphic 
reports  in  a  portion  of  the  press  all  the  way  from 
Boston  to  Wisconsin.  They  seem  to  forgetthat 
no  falsehood  is  so  dangerous  as  that  which  comes 
from  intermingling  trutii  with  error;  that  the  truth 
half  told  is  a  lie.     One  journal  says: 

"Our  readers  will  observe  that  Mr.  Doolittle,  with  a 
few  other  Republican  Soiiators,  voted  against  allowing  ne- 
groes tile  poor  privilege  of  riding  upon  a  District  of  Colum- 
bia railroad." 

Such  was  not  thi^fact  at  all.  I  did  not  vote 
against  allov.'ing  them  to  ride  in  the  cars,  but  for 
the  convenience  of  the  public  to  allow  the  com- 
pany to  assign  them  certain  cars.  What  are  the 
facts?  Here  is  a  railroad  company  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  Cars  are  provided  in  which  ne- 
groes ride;  and  they  are  just  as  good  in  every 
respect  as  those  provided  for  white  people.  In 
fact  they  are  far  more  comfortable;  for  they  are 
not  half  so  crowded.  I  have  ridden  in  them  some- 
times myself.  Now,  what  1  objected  to  was, 
that  by  law  you  should  compel  white  people  to 
ride  in  the  same  car  and  upon  the  same  seats  with 
negroes,  whether  they  desired  to  do  so  or  not.  I 
thought  itunwise  and  unnecessary;  that  it  would 
do  no  good  to  raise  the  question  of  social  as  well 
as  political  equality  between  the  negroes  and  the 
white  people  of  this  country  at  a  time  like  this; 
and  while  others,  who  thought  as  I  thought  and 
felt  as  I  felt,  shrank  from  declaring  their  opin- 
ions, 1  thank  God  He  has  given  me  the  courage 
to  be  true  to  my  convictions,  though  I  may  be 
inisrepresented  here  orelsewhere.  1  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  this  measure  was  altogether  un- 
necessary, and  was  unwise. 

This  same  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia has  charge  of  the  schools,  of  the  hotels,  and 
the  erection  of  churches  here. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Not  the  hotels. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  They  might  have,  if  a 
company  was  to  be  incorporated  to  run  a  hotel. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  do  not  desire  to  have  the 
Senator  create  the  impression  in  the  country  that 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  are 
responsible  for  the  hotels  here.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  did  not  say  that  the  com- 
mittee ran  the  hotels;  but  they  might  be  called 
upon  to  incorporate  a  company  to  run  a  hotel. 
They  called  upon  us  the  other  day  to  incorporate 
a  company  to  run  a  Masonic  Hall  Association. 
One  of  the  sections  of  that  bill  was  the  most  pro- 
lific and  pregnant  section  I  ever  saw,  for  it  con- 
tained about  twenty  corporations.  It  is  possible, 
therefore,  that  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  may  be  called  upon  to  organize  com- 
panies for  the  purpose  of  running  some  good 
hotels;  and  for  my  part  I  should  be  very  much 
obliged,  and  I  think  the  people  of  the  District  and 
the  people  of  the  country  would  be  obliged  to  them 
if  they  would  organize  some  companies  to  run 
some  good  hotels  here.  But  I  will  only  suppose 
a  case.  I  have  no  controversy  with  the  commit- 
tee; 1  am  dealing  with  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  SuMNEa.]  Suppose  such  a  bill 
were  pending  in  the  Senate  to  incorporate  a  hotel 
company,  and  my  lionorable  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts, carried  away  as  usual  by  his  doctrine  of 
equality  before  the  law,  should  offer  an  amend- 
ment, as  he  probably  would,  to  compel  the  hotel 
keeper  to  seat  negroes  side  by  side  with  white 
people  at  its  tables.  Regarding  such  an  amend- 
raentas  unwise  and  unnecessary,  I  might  feel  con- 


strained to  vote  against  it.  If  I  did,  through  the 
telegraphic  reports  and  by  certain  jo  ui'm  a  la  I  should 
be  misrepresented.  They,  if  I  were  to  jud^e  by  the 
past,  would  probably  say  that  I  was  opposed  to 
negroes  having  the  poor  |n'ivilegc  of  eating  at  all, 
because  I  should  l)e  opposed  to  a  proposition  to 
compel  the  keeper  of  a  hotel  to  seat  negroes  side 
by  side  with  white  people  at  the  same  table. 

Again:  suppose  this  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia  should  bring  in  a  bill  to  organize  an 
association  to  build  a  church,  and  my  friend  from 
Massachusetts  also  should  propose,  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  great  doctrine  of  equality  before  the 
law,  an  amendment  to  compel  the  sexton  to  seal 
white  men  and  women  and  colored  men  and 
women  in  the  same  pews  side  by  side.  I  might 
feel  constrained  to  vote  against  that  as  unne- 
cessary and  unwise  legislation.  Undoubtedly, 
I  would  be  misrepresented  through  the  telegraph 
and  by  a  certain  portioii  of  the  press.  From  Bos- 
ton to  St.  Paul,  a  certain  class  of  men  would  de- 
nounce me  and  say,  "Senator  Doolittle  is  op- 
posed to  negroes  having  the  poor  privilege  of 
going  to  church  at  all." 

I  might  make  the  same  remark  in  regard  to 
schools  in  this  District.  That  subject  has  come 
before  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  we  have  passed  a  law  providing  schools 
for  the  benefit  of  the  negro  children  of  the  Dis- 
trict, to  which  I  gave  a  cheerful  support.  They 
attend  those  schools  and  reap  the  benefits  and 
advantages  of  them.  But,  sir,  suppose  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  should  bring  forward  a 
provision  of  law  to  compel  every  school  teacher 
of  every  school  in  this  city,  white  and  black,  to 
seat  negro  children  and  white  children  upon  the 
same  seats  side  by  side  in  the  same  rooms. 

The  truth  is,  in  the  city  of  Washington  there 
is  a  large  populatio:i  of  African  descent;  they  have 
their  own  associations;  they  have  their  own  so- 
ciety, their  own  churches,  theirown  schools;  and 
I  believe  they  are  doing  well  and  getting  on  vei'y 
well,  and  I  am  rejoiced  at  the  fact.  But  while  we 
have  so  many  revolutionary  elements  all  around 
us,  when  we  are  just  about  to  enter  a  presiden- 
tial canvass  through  which  we  must  pass,  shall 
we  throw  into  that  canvass  all  these  other  ele- 
ments of  excitement  by  giving  our  enemies  oc- 
casion to  say,  and  just  grounds  for  saying,  we 
are  in  favor  of  what  is  denominated  political  and 
social  negro  equality.'  Let  us  wait  till  the  negro 
gets  his  freedom;  let  us  wait  till  we  crush  the  re- 
bellion, and  slavery  under  it;  let  us  remember  that 
great  things  grow,  they  do  not  spring  into  ex- 
istence in  an  hour.  We  do  notliarvest  in  spring 
time. 

Once  more,  there  is  another  subject  which  might 
come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  committee,  and 
that  is  the  subject  of  marriage  and  divorce.  Sup- 
pose legislation  on  that  subject  were  pending  here, 
and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
should  propose,  as  he  probably  would,  to  legal- 
ize and  sanction  marriages  between  white  and 
colored  persons.  I  might  look  upon  the  propo- 
sition as  unwise  and  unnecessary  and  ill-limed, 
and  be  constrained  to  vote  against  it.  I  might 
be  denounced  as  being  opposed  to  negroes  marry- 
ing at  all  with  just  as  much  reason  as  I  have  been 
denounced  as  being  opposed  to  negroes  having 
the  poor  privilege  of  riding  in  the  cars  on  a  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  railroad.  As  I  showed  to  the 
Senate  when  that  matter  was  under  considera- 
tion, *vhat  I  repeat,  it  is  no  more  an  abridgment 
of  their  rights  in  that  respect  to  have  cars  assigned 
to  them  than  there  is  an  abridgment  of  the  right 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts, who 
generally  travels  alone,  at  all  events  not  often  in 
the  company  of  ladies,  when  he  takes  his  carpet 
bag  and  goes  down  to  the  depot  in  this  city  to 
take  pascage  for  New  York.  He  cannot  take  a 
seat  in  some  of  the  cars,  for  they  are  assigiied  to 
ladies  and  those  with  them;  when  he  offers  to  en- 
ter the  cars  where  ladies  are  seated,  a  young  gen- 
tleman stationed  there  says  to  him,  "No,  sir; 
though  you  are  very  good  looking,  you  cannot 
come  into  this  car;  you  must  pass  along  and  take 
your  seat  in  another  car."  There  is  no  more 
abridgment  of  the  rights  of  colored  people  riding 
in  the  cars  here  than  there  is  an  abridgment  of 
the  right  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts every  time  he  goes  over  to  New  York.  There 
are  certain  cars  into  which  he  cannot  go  unless 
under  the  protection — and  it  is  a  protection  that 


is  worth  something,  I  assure  my  honorable  friend 
— ofag:i)od  lady.      [Laughter.] 

Mr.  President,  there  is  anoiispr  kindred  prop- 
osition lo  which  I  should  like  in  re  hi-  for  a  mo- 
ment. 1'he  honorable  Senator  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Fessenden]  who  has  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  has  no  business  to  pro- 
pose, and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Wilson]  has  nothing  to  pro|i()se  from 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  hence  I 
feel  at  liberty  to  take  up.  a  little  more  time  than  I 
should  under  other  circumstances.  As  I  am  on 
the  subject  of  personal  explanations,  I  may  as 
well  go  through  the  whole  budget  at  once  and  not 
trouble  the  Senate  on  any  other  occasion.  .When 
the  question  of  raising  the  pay  of  the  negro 
troops  and  putting  them  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  white  troops  was  under  consideration  a  short 
time  since  I  did  not  object  to  raising  their  pay. 
But  I  liad  the  honor  of  submitting  a  proposition 
that  three  dollars  per  month  of  the  wages  of  those 
troops  raised  in  the  insurrectionary  districts 
should  be  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  Government  properly  to  take  care  of  and  pro- 
vide for  negro  women  and  children  coming  within 
the  lines  of  our  armies.  I  did  not  propose  to 
apply  it  to  the  colored  soldiers  of  Massachusetts 
or  Pennsylvania  or  New  Jersey,  or  any  of  the 
States  where  they  live  with  their  families  and  have 
been  accustomed  to  provide  for  and  take  care  of 
them,  but  to  apply  it  to  the  insurrectionary  dis- 
tricts only,  to  those  portions  of  the  country  where 
the  negroes  have  lived  in  a  state  of  slaveiy,  where 
they  have  never  had  the  responsibility  of  taking 
care  of  their  wives  atid  children,  because  they 
have  been  provided  for  by  their  masters.  Those 
colored  soldiers  in  the  main  have  been  altogether 
unaccustomed  to  the  use  of  money.  In  my  judg- 
.meiit,  the  amount  of  money  you  give  them  only 
determines  how  much  shall  go  into  the  hands  of 
the  sutlers  that  follow  those  regiments.  The 
great  mass  of  them  first  set  free,  unaccustomed 
to  the  use  of  money,  have  not  much  more  of  that 
prudence  necessary  to  take  care  of  money  than 
Indians. 

The  proposition  was  denounced  by  some  as 
ungenerous,  and  by  some  newspapers  1  have  been 
held  up  and  denounced  as  pro-slavery  in  my  sym- 
pathies, because  I  would  usea  part  of  their  wages 
to  feed  and  clothe  their  starving  women  and,  chil- 
dren. It  was  because  I  had  sympathy  for  these 
poor  people,  the  colored  women  and  children, 
comitig  within  our  lines,  who  are  dying  by  scores, 
by  liundreds,  and  by  thousands,  that  I  wished 
to  retain  some  portion  of  the  wages  of  the  negro 
men  who  come  in  with  them  to  provide  for  their 
necessities. 

It  is  no  sufficient  answer  to  me  for  gentlemen 
to  say  these  women  and  children  are  not  the  legal 
wives  and  legitiiuate  children  of  these  soldiers. 
They  are  their  women  and  their  children.  They 
are  of  their  race,  and  it  would  be  ungenerous  in 
them  if  they  should  object  to  giving  a  portion  of 
their  wages  to  save  them  from  suffering,  disease, 
and  death. 

I  will  read  a  brief  extract  from  a  letter  from  a 
friend  in  the  city  of  Natchez,  on  the  condition  of 
these  poor  people  who  come  within  our  lines.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  touching  appeals  I  have  ever 
read: 

"  Have  you  ever  been  In  a  negro  corrall  ?  If  not,  do  not 
go  to  one  unless  you  have  the  power  to  do  cverylhing  to 
nr^ike  llieni  comfortable.  'JMiese  men,  wr)nien,  and  chil- 
dren, sick  or  well,  are  sent  there  as  soon  as  tliey  enter  our 
lines.  There  is  nothing  provided  for  them  otlhe  furniture 
orclotliinji  kind,  just  the  bare  walls  and  floor,  hanl-lack 
and  bacon  ;  nothing  lo  cook  with.  If  they  bring  a  few  rags 
and  bedclothes  tlicy  have  them  to  sleep  on  ;  nothing  pro- 
vided. Very  soon  they  get  sick,  and,  if  tiiey  must  die,  the 
sooner  they  die  the  better,  as  thousands  have  done  and 
more  will.  Home  sickness  prevails  among  ihein  like  any 
other  disease." 

I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  to  read 
all  there  is  contained  in  this  letter;  but,  sir,  I  stand 
on  the  ground  I  have  taken,  and  my  justification 
I  leave  to  the  future.  Although  in  this  I  may 
have  disagreed  with  the  judgment  of  other  men, 
no  member  on  this  floor  has  the  right  to  denounce 
me  as  offering  an  ungenerous  proposition.  My 
whole  purpose,  my  only  purpose,  was  to  save 
these  dying  women  and  children.  I  say  to  you, 
Senators,  there  are  facts  in  relation  to  these  poor, 
suffering  creatures  which  we  must  look  in  the 
face.  We  cannot  blindly  close  our  eyes  and  re- 
fuse to  Kce  them  as  they  are.     We  must   make 


1846 


THE  CONGKESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  25, 


provision  for  tlicm,  or  their  blood  will  be  on  our 
hands.  We  shall  beheld  responsible  in  tlie  judj^- 
ment  of  posterity,  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion, 
and  before  that  Higher  Tribunal  to  which  all 
must  give  account. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  Mr.  President,  leaving 
out  one  or  two  expressions,  which  the  Senator  has 
repealed  over  and  over  again,  we  should  hardly 
know  what  he  had  been  talking  about,  except 
about  the  prosecution  of  this  war  and  the  neces- 
sity of  the  Government  to  confine  all  its  powers 
ana  all  its  forces  to  suppress  this  rebellion.  Now, 
■ir,  what  is  the  case.'  Tlie  House  of  Represent- 
atives sent  to  the  Senate  a  bill  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Territory  of  Montana,  in  which  there 
was  a  section  limiting  the  right  of  suffrage  in  that 
Territory  at  the  first  election  for  members  of  the 
first  Legislative  Assembly  in  that  Territory,  and 
at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  the 
men  so  elected  are  by  law  to  limit  the  rightof  suf- 
frage thereafter  in  the  Territory.  What  do  the 
House  of  Representatives  provide  in  that  bill? 
They  provide  that  any  man  whose  skin  is  white, 
of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  has  lived 
in  that  Territory  thirty  days,  shall  be  permitted 
tovoteand  hold  office.  They  allow  Englishmen,' 
Frenchmen,  Germans,  Chinamen,  traders,  men 
from  the  rebellious  States,  men  from  anywhere, 
holding  any  creed,  any  faith,  monarchists,  haters 
of  republican  liberty — everybody  is  [lermilted  to 
go  into  this  Territory  and  vote  and  hold  office. 

When  the  bill  was  under  consideration  in  the 
Senate  1  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  white 
male  inhabitant"  and  to  insert  "  male  citizens  of 
the  United  States  and  those  who  have  declared 
their  intention  to  become  such,"  so  that  they  and 
they  only  should  vote  and  hold  office.  The  hon- 
orable Senator  seems  to  think  that  that  proposition 
is  going  to  distract  the  people  and  rend  this  Gov- 
ernment in  twain.  Sir,  let  us  look  at  the  |)icture 
before  us.  Here  are  some  soldiers  marching 
along  the  streets  to-day,  and  it  created  such  an 
excitement  that  the  Senate  was  obliged  to  take  a 
recess,  for  nobody  would  remain  in  their  seats 
and  listen  to  the  honorable  Senator.  Ten  thou- 
sand of  the  very  men  against  whom  the  Senator 
has  been  making  a  speech  for  two  hours  to-day 
—ten  thousand  negroes — are  now  marching  down 
the  streets  of  this  city  to  cross  over  the  Potomac 
and  to  enter  into  perhaps  the  most  deadly  fight 
that  ever  took  place  upon  this  globe.  And  yet 
the  Senator  seems  to  think,  because  i  moved  an 
amendment  to  prevent  foreigners  and  rebels  from 
▼oling  and  holding  office  in  this  Territory  and  to 
limit  that  right  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  those  who  are  willing  and  have  legally  de- 
clared their  intention  to  become  such,  that  it  is  a 
terrible  proposition  !  I  do  not  think  there  is  any- 
thing very  bad  in  it.  I  think  it  is  a  great  deal 
belter  to  let  the  soldiers  who  march  down  the 
streets  to-day  with  muskets  on  their  shoulders, 
black  as  they  are,  vote  and  hold  office  in  this 
Territory  than  to  allow  traitors  to  vote  and  hold 
office  there,  or  to  allow  a  monarchist,  hating  our 
institutions  and  who  has  only  gone  there  for  a  few 
days,  to  come  in  and  vote  and  hold  ofliee  under 
the  laws  which  we  pass  herein  Congress. 

Mr.  President,  I  said  the  other  day  about  all 
that  I  wish  to  say  on  this  question.  1  have  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  on  this  subject  from  that  which  is 
entertained  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin. I  do  not  believe  that  this  proposition 
will  distract  the  public  mind  and  destroy  the  har- 
mony that  exists  among  the  loyal  people,  unless 
the  Senator  and  those  who  act  and  talk  with  him 
stir  it  up.  I  believe  that  such  speeches  as  he  has 
made  to-day,  and  such  as  were  made  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Illijyois  [Mr.  Trumbull]  the 
other  day,  lend  more  to  distract  the  public  senti- 
ment of  this  country  a  thousand  times  over  than 
the  amendment  I  have  offered. 

The  Senator  does  not  assail  the  pro|)osition 
directly.  He  merely  says,  Do  not  disturb  the 
public  mind;  do  not  nitroduce  a  proposition  here 
which  may  be  right  in  itself  for  fear  that  some 
copperheads  and  traitors  will  raisean  issue  against 
us  on  which  we  may  perhaps  lose  the  election, 
provided  George  U.  McClcllan  is  nominated  on  a 
war  platform.  That  d(KS  not  fiighien  me  afall. 
If  George  IJ.  McClelhui  or  any  other  man  shall 
be  elected  President  of  the  United  States  upoit  a 
platform  which  calls  for  a  more  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  this  war  and  u  more  determined  execu- 


tion of  the  powers  of  the  Government  to  suppress 
it,  and  he  is  earnest  and  honest  in  it,  let  him  be 
elected.  1  W(7uld  not  sacrifice  my  convictions  or 
my  principles  from  any  such  considerations. 

Nor  do  1  believe  that  in  doing  that  which  is 
right,  in  standing  n])on  a  plain  and  simple  truth, 
any  injury  whatever  is  to  result  from  it.  It  is  a 
great  mistake,  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  to  sup- 
pose that  we  profit  either  by  cowardice  or  by  a 
sacrifice  of  principle.  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
nation  ever  did  prosper  by  casting  principle  aside, 
or  by  being  afraid  to  stand  up  boldly  in  the  advo- 
cacy of  right,  justice,  and  truth. 

The  honorable  Senator  tells  us  that  this  is  an 
abstraction ,  and  that  abstractions  sometimes  bring 
terrible  results  upon  the  country,  and  that  John 
C.  Calhoun,  by  the  utterance  of  a  mere  abstrac- 
tion, has  at  last  deluged  this  land  in  blood.  If 
an  abstraction  which  is  wrong  can  produce  such 
mighty  results,  what  may  not  an  abstraction 
which  is  right  produce.'  Is  there  not  more  power 
in  truth  than  there  is  in  error,if  its  advocates  stand 
up  boldly  in  its  defense .'  Is  not  the  right  more 
potent,  more  powerful,  more  almighty  than  the 
wrong.'     In  my  opinion  it  is. 

I  believe  that  tliis  war  has  been  protracted  for 
three  long  years,  and  for  a  year  longer  than  it 
.  need  to  have  been,  in  con.scquence  of  the  timidity 
and  backwardness  of  those  who  have  been  carry- 
ing it  on,  and  in  consequence  of  their  fear  of  dis- 
tracting the  people  of  tlie  North  by  not  stepping 
up  to  the  true  line  of  their  duty.  Why,  sir,  it 
took  us  two.  years  before  wc  dared  to  ask  negroes 
to  help  us  to  fight  this  war.  It  took  us  two  years 
before  we  would  olFcr  to  them  the  price  of  liberty 
for  the  blood  wliicli  they  freely  offered  to  this 
nation  in  this  gnat  struggle.  When  the  prop- 
osition of  employing  negroes  first  came  up.  Sen- 
ators talked  just  as  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  has  tallod  to-day.  Go  to  the  country 
now,  and  who  would  take  the  arms  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  brave  black  soldiers  that  march  down 
our  streets  to-day.'  Go  to  the  loyal  States  any- 
where; go  to  the  bereaved  parents  of  gallant  sons 
who  have  fallen  in  the  war  and  s'lbinii  that  ques- 
tion to  them,  and  how  many  of  them  will  tell 
you,  "  You  will  offend  somebody  if  you  let  these 
negroes  fight  in  the  war.'" 

The  progress  of  events  shows  how  foolish,  how 
blind,  and  how  backward  we  have  been  in  the 
conduct  of  this  war  and  in  the  advocacy  of  those 
principles  which  we  are  now  daily  adoptingafter 
a  very  long  time.  All  this  tardiness  has  tended 
to  drag  out  the  conflict  and  to  send  down  daily 
more  and  more  to  their  graves  than  there  would 
have  been  any  necessity  for  if  the  people  of  this 
country  had  come  up  to  the  true  standard  and 
advocated  only  those  principles  which  are  just 
and  right, and  which  should  have  been  advocated 
from  the  very  start. 

Mr.  President,  the  question  now  before  us  is, 
shall  the  Senate  recede  frOm  its  amendment  and 
allow  everybody  to  vote  in  Montana,  allow  men 
to  be  elected  to  the  Territorial  Legislature  who 
owe  no  military  service  or  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  and  exclude  these  men  who  do  owe  alle- 
giance, and  who  are  fighting  for  their  country .' 
That  is  the  question  and  the  only  question.  I 
moved  the  other  day  that  the  Senate  insist  upon 
its  amendments,  and  agree  to  the  conference  asked 
for  by  the  House  of  Rejiresentatives.  1  will  not 
longer  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate,  but  hope 
that  the  vote  will  be  taken. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota, 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  its  ainendments,  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
agree  to  the  conference  asked  for  by  the  House. 

The  motion  vvasagn^ed  to;  and,  by  uhanimous 
consent,  the  Vice  President  was  authorized  to 
appoint  the  committee,  and  Messrs.  Wilkinson, 
MoKRiLL,  and  Buckalew  were  appointed. 

ADDITIONAL  ASSAY  OFFICKS. 

Mr.  NESMITH.     Mr.  President 

Mr.DOOLITTLE.  If  theSenatorfrom  Oregon 
will  allow  me,  the  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Hendricks]  moved  this  morning  to  take  up  a 
joint  resolution  which  had  reference  to  my  own 
Htatc,  and  us  it  roncerned  my  own  8tat(-,  it  was 
witli  great  rcliiclance  that  1  consented  to  go  on  and 
speak  this  morning.  It  seemed  to  place  me  in 
antagonism  with  a  proposition  in  which  my  State 


is  interested.  I  do  not  suppose  there  will  be  any 
discussion  whatever  upon  it,  and  i  hope  the  Sen- 
ator from  Oregon  will  give  way  and  allow  us  to 
take  it  tip  and  pass  it  now. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  only  desire  to  take  up  a 
bill  with  a  view  of  making  it  a  special  order. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  move  that  the  Senate  jn-o- 
ceed  to  the  consideratiot)  of  Senate  bill  No.  185. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     What  is  the  subject.' 

Mr.  NESMITH.  "  A  bill  to  establish  assay 
offices  at  Carson  City,  in  theTerritory  of  Nevada, 
and  at  Dalles  City,  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Does  the  Senator  propose 
to  go  on  with  that  bill  to-day.' 

Mr.  NESMITH.  Not  at  all.  I  desire  to  make 
it  the  special  order  for  to-morrow,  or  any  subse- 
quent day  that  will  suit  the  convenience  of  Sen- 
ators, if  to-morrow  will  not  do. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  already  a  special 
order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  Then  I  will  say  the  next 
day. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  And  the  next  day  also.  There 
are  special  orders,  the  Senatar  will  remember,  for 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  this  week. 

Mr.  BROWN.     And  Thursday  too. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  is 
informed  that  there  is  a  special  order  for  Thurs- 
day also. 

Mr.  NESMITH.     Then  I  will  say  Friday. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  want  in  any  way 
to  interfere  with  my  friend  from  Oregon  about 
this  matter.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  it  shall 
be  taken  up  on  the  one  day  or  the  other;  but  1 
suggest  to  him  that  I  think  he  can  get  his  bill 
disposed  of  just  as  soon  if  h(!  does  not  make  it  a 
special  orderas  he  would  by  doing  so.  1  am  will- 
ing to  take  it  up  at  any  moment,  because  this  bill 
came  from  the  committee  of  which  1  am  a  mem- 
ber, and  naturally  1  like  to  have  all  the  business 
of  tliat  committee  disposed  of 

Mr.  NESMITH.  In  reply  to  the  Senator  fi-om 
Maine,  1  desire  to  state  briefly  that  I  introduced 
this  bill  during  the  last  session  of  Congress  and 
had  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
it  never  saw  the  light  again.  It  was  never  le- 
ported  back  from  that  committee, eitherfavoiably 
or  adversely.  1  do  not  blame  the  chairman  for 
that.  During  the  present  session  I  introduced  it 
again,  had  it  referred  to  the  same  committee,  and 
the  committee  reported  it  back.  1  have  succeeded 
in  getting  it  up  at  three  different  times  during  tlii; 
morning  hour,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  gel  any 
decisive  action  upon  it,  and  I  have  despaired  of 
being  able  to  get  any  decisive  action  upon  it  dur- 
ing the  morning  hour,  i  have  never  before,  since 
I  have  been  a  member  of  the  body,  asked  the 
Senate  to  make  a  bill  a  special  order. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  do  not  oppose  it.  I 
merely  suggest  that  it  can  be  got  through  as  soon 
without  making  it  a  special  order. 

Mr. NESMITH.  1  find  thatolherSenators take 
advantage  of  this  privilege  of  making  their  bills 
special  orders  and  manage  to  get  them  through. 
If  the  Senator  from  Maine  can  suggest  any  other 
way  by  which  1  shall  be  alile  to  reach  this  bill 
and  obtain  action  u[)on  it,  I  shall  be  very  happy 
to  accede  to  any  suggestion  he  may  make  on  that 
subject;  but  in  the  absence  of  any  other  sugges- 
tion by  which  the  bill  can  be  reached,  I  propose 
that  it  be  made  the  special  order  for  Friday  next 
at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     I  have  no  sort  of  objec- 

Thc  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thefirstques- 
tion  will  be  on  taking  up  the  bill. 

'I'he  motion  was  agreed  to. 
•    The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     The  Senator 
now  moves  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  be  postponed  to  and  made  the  special  order 
of  the  day  for  Friday  next  at  one  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

GAUIIKTT  K.  BAKKY. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  postpone 
all  prior  orders  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to 
the  considrration  of  Senate  joint  resolution  No. 
41,  forlhe  relief  of  Garrett  II.  Barry, a  paymaster 
in  the  United  Slates  Navy.  1  do  not  think  it  will 
lake  any  lime. 
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Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  appeal  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  as  a  matter  of  per- 
sotjal  favor  to  myself,  to  yield  me  the  floor  to  en- 
able me  to  cull  up  Senate  joint  resolution  No.  8. 
It  is  a  resolution  svhich  was  postponed  this  morn- 
ing in  consequence  of  my  liaving  the  floor  on 
another  matter,  and  it  is  a  resolution  in  which  my 
State  is  interested.  I  do  not  suppose  there  will 
be  any  discussion  about  it.  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  [Mr.  Hendricks]  called  it  up 
this  morning,  and  my  colleague  desires  to  call  it 
up  now.     It  will  take  but  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  been  trying  forafortniglit 
to  get  up  the  joint  resolution  which  I  have  named. 
I  do  not  think  it  will  take  a  minute's  time.  If 
the  Senate  will  listen  to  a  very  short  report  ac- 
companying it,  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any 
discussion  about  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hale  was  agreed  to;  and 
the  joint  resolution  (S.  No.  41)  for  the  relief  of 
Garrett  R.  Barry,  a  paymaster  in  the  United 
States  Navy,  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Comiriittee  of  the  Whole.  It  pro- 
poses to  release  Paymaster  Garrett  R.  Rarry, 
United  States  Navy,  from  his  liability  as  surety 
of  John  De  Bree,  formerly  paymaster  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HALE.  All  the  facts  are  stated  in  the 
report  accompanying  the  resolution,  whicii  can 
be  read  if  any  Senator  desires  it. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
witiiout  amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  readitig,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
CHARLES  F.  ANDEllSON. 
Mr.  FOOT.  I  ask  for  the  consideration  of  a 
private  bill.  It  is  the  bill  (S.  No.  207)  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  F.  Anderson. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  pay  Charles  FTAnderson,  archi- 
tect, the  sum  of  §7,500  in  full,  for  time,  labor, 
and  expense,  in  preparing  plans  and  drawings 
for  the  Capitol  extension. 

Mr.  FOOT.  The  bill  has  the  unanimous  ap- 
proval of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  to  whom  it  was  referred,  and  who  have 
examined  the  subject. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
CLAIMS  OF  WISCONSIN. 
Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  (S. 
No.  8)  for  the  relief  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

The  inotion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  joint  resolution. 

JVir.  HOWE.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
have  reported  the  resolution  with  an  amendment 
in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  I  propose,  if  there 
be  no  objection,  that  the  amendment  only  be  read. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  course 
will  be  taken,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  Secretary  lead  the  amendment,  to  strike 
out  all  of  the  joint  resolution  after  the  resolving 
chuise  and  insert: 

That  the  Secretary  or  the  Department  of  tlie  riiterior 
be,  and  he  is  horehy,  anlhorized  to  allow  to  the  St.ite  of 
Wisconsin  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  pioceeds  derived  from 
lliosalc  of  the  puOlic  lands  witliitiihe  State,  as  provided  in 
Ihe  act  of  Congress  approved  August  G,  1846;  and  sliall, 
In  tlie  sotllenient  of  that  account,  charge  the  said  State 
Ihe  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  onehuiidred  and  tvvent}'-fivc 
thousand  four  hundred  .ijid  thirty-one  and  eighty-two  one 
hundredths  acres  of  land  granted  to  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Milwauiice  and 
lloclc  river  canal,  which  liave  been  sold  by  said  Territory 
or  said  State,  vahiing  the  same  at  $1  25  per  acre,  and  as 
much  more  as  the  Territory  and  State  received  upon  the 
same  upon  sales  of  any  part  tliereof  at  a  liigher  price,  and 
sliall  credit  said  State  with  the  amount  that  has  been  le- 
gally ami  properly  applied  liy  said  Slate  or  Territory  toward 
tlie  cost  of  sidling  said  land  and  toward  the  construction 
of  saiil  canal.  And  the  said  Secretary  sliall  also  settle 
and  allow  to  the  Milwaukee  and  Hock  River  Canal  Com- 
pany such  sums  of  money  as  have  been  properly  expend- 
ed hy  said  company  in  the  survey  and  location  of  said 
canal,  in  the  construction  thereof  as  far  as  the  same  lias 
been  constructed,  together  with  dams,  locks,  and  slack- 
water  navigation,  and  in  llie  managementand  keeping  the 
same  in  repair;  and  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  Ihe  said 
canal  company  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriaied,  ii'it  exceeding  in  amount,  however,  the 
balance  charged  against  the  State  of  Wisconsin  upon  the 
sales  of  said  canal  lands,  as  above  required,  after  deduct- 
ing llie  t^iiiii  allowed  said  State  for  money  paid  by  her  out 
of  the  same  fund.     The  same  to  be  ri'ceiveil  by  said  canal 


company  in  full  payment  and  satisfaction  of  all  claims  of 
said  company  against  the  Strite.  of  Wisconsin  and  of  the 
United  States  on  account  of  said  canal  land  grani,  or  on 
account  of  any  action  of  tile 'I'erritory  or  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin, or  of  the  Uniteil  Stales  in  relation  thereto. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  he  it  fnrlkcr  resolr.cd,  That  the  Commit 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Oliice  be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  ap- 
pointed commissioner  to  adjust  the  accounts  herein  pro- 
vided for,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
[nterior,  and  to  determine  what  .'"•um  shall,  be  charged  to 
said  State  of  Wiseon.-iii  for  the  lands  granted  for  the  con 
struclion  of  saifl  canal ;  ai}d  what  :-nms  sliall  he  credited 
respectively  to  said  State  and  said  coin|iany  for  the  moneys 
expended  by  them  in  the  construction  of  said  locks  and 
canal  as  herein  provided. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     I  should  like  to  inquire 
of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  whether  ihis  is 
the  same  matter  that  was  at  one  time  before  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 
Mr.  HOWE.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Tncn  1  certainly  am  op- 
posed to  its  passing  in  llii3  present  condition  of 
things,  for  at  that  time  I  became  satisfied  that 
there  was  no  just  claim  on  the  part  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin.  How  it  was  witlidrawn  from  the 
supervision  of  that  committee  to  which  it  was 
first  .sent  and  went  to  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
and  how  they  have  come  to  a  favorable  conclu- 
sion, I  do  not  know;  but  at  that  time  I  certainly 
became  very  well  satisfied  that  the  claim  did  not 
really  exist.  I  should  like  to  have  an  explanation 
of  it.  Is  there  any  printed  report  accompany- 
ing it.?- 
Mr.  HOWE.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  hear  that 
report  read. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  report  is  quite  an 
elaborate  one,  which  1  felt  it  my  duty  to  present 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  1  should  prefer  the 
resolution  to  go  over,  if  it  is  a  printed  report  and  an 
elaborate  one.  The  Senate  is  not  full  now;  there 
is  no  quorum  here  or  anything  like  it,  and  it  would 
be  improper  to  pass  a  resolution  of  this  kind, 
taking  somucli  money  out  of  thcTreasury,  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  Senate.  If  the  resolution 
can  go  over,  I  will  take  a  copy  of  the  report  home 
with  me,  read  it,  and  refresh  my  recollection  with 
regard  to  it.  I  am  very  unwilling  that  it  should 
be  acted  ufion  in  such  a  thin  Senate. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned 
I  shall  abide  by  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  in  that 
respect. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  There  are  not  a  dozen  Sen- 
ators here,  and  wc  may  as  well  adjourn.  This 
matter  should  be  discussed  iii  a  full  Senate. 

Mr.  H;0WE.     If  it  is  to  be  discussed 

Mr.  GRIMES.  It  will  be,  you  know. 
Mr.  HOWE.  I  simply  want  to  make  an  ex- 
planation in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  Sena- 
tor frorn  Maine  as  to  how  this  claim  happened 
to  be  taken  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
referi'ed  to  the  Committee  on  Claims.  When  I 
had  the  honor  to  introduce  a  resolution  for  the 
settlement  of  this  claim  on  the  part  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  which  claim  is  based  upon  a  pub- 
lic statute  unrepealed,  I  understood  that  the  only 
objection  to  the  payment  of  it  was  that  the  Gov- 
ernment claiiued  a  liability  on  the  part  of  the 
State  to  pay  it,  the  Government,  for  the  whole 
value  of  the  lands  made  by  the  construction  of 
the  Rock  river  canal,  and  that  that  claim  was 
based  upon  an  amendment  to  the  law  which  ad- 
mitted the  State  of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union. 
I  thought  I  had  discovered  conclusive  |iroof  that 
that  amendment  was  incorrect;  that  it  never  was 
adopted  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  I  gath- 
ered that  evidence  from  the  Congressional  Globe. 
I  supposed  I  could  satisfy  the  committee  and  sat- 
isfy tiie  Senate  that  the  statute  as  published  in 
the  edition  of  laws  was  incorrect,  and  that  it  was 
correct  as  it  was  established  in  the  Globe,  and  if 
I  could  establish  that  fact  there  would  be  no  sort 
of  objection  to  its  being  acted  upon  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  there  bein^  nothing  but  an 
appropriation  to  mtike,  and  that  that  was  the  ap- 
propriate committee  to  send  it  to.  It  was  sent  to 
that  committee,  and  in  the  course  of  the  investi- 
gation before  that  committee  I  became  satisfied, 
as  did  the  chairman  of  that  eoinniittee,  that  the 
Globe  was  incorrect,  and  that  the  statute  as  pub- 
lished in  our  edition  of  ihe  laws  was  correct. 
That  put  it  on  the  footing  of  a  private  claim,  and 
thereupon  1  at  once  proposed  to  have  it  reported 
back  and  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
Mr.  FESSENDEN.     I  am  not  iinputing  any- 


thing to  my  friend  for  doing  bo.  My  inquiry 
was  with  a  view  simply  to  ascertain  whether  it 
was  the  same  claim. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Yes,  sir.  It  has  been  before 
the  Commit  tee  on  Claims,  and  was  re[)ortcd  itium- 
imously  by  thtit  committee  at  tin;  last  session  of 
Congress,  and  has  recently  been  unanimously 
reported  again  from  that  cominillee.  As  I  said 
before,  it  rests  upon  a  public  sialule.  W(^  have 
lain  out  of  the  money  for  a  great  while.  If  Sena- 
tors desire  the  resolution  to  go  over  until  to-mor- 
row morning,  of  course  1  shall  not  object  to  it; 
and  I  will  give  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  und  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  April  25,  18G4. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer  by 
the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  CHAN>f!>,'G!. 
The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

WINNEBAGO  INDIANS. 

Mr.  HUP>BARD,  of  Iowa,  by  un.inimous  con- 
sent of  the  House,  submitted  the  fi>llov.'iiig  reso- 
lution; which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed 
to: 

Whereas  it  is  represented  tliat  the  WinncliMgo  Indians 
are  in  a  destitute  and  starving  condition,  and  that  some  of 
their  number  have  actually  died  of  starvation  :  'i'hcrefoie, 

lie  it  resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  All'aiis  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  tacts  and  report  what  legis- 
lation, if  any,  is  necessary  to  relieve  these  Indians  from 
their  present  destitute  and  deplorable  condition. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  the  order  of  the  House 
in  reference  to  the  tax  bill,  the  regular  order  of 
business  on  Monday  will  come  up  in  the  evening 
session. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  understand  the  first  busi- 
ness this  evening  will  be  the  motion  made  by  me 
last  Monday,  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  the  following  resolution: 

Joint  resolution  to  increase  temporarily  the  duties  on  im- 
ports. 
Resolved,  ^'c,  Tliat  from  and  after  tlic  passage  of  tliis 
resolution,  until  the  1st  dayofJune,  18G4,  all  the  duties  and 
imposts  on  imported  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  now 
provided  by  law  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  twenty- 
five  percent,  thereto;  and  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise now  free  or  exempt  from  duty,  that  there  shall  be 
levied  and  collected  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  not  ex- 
actly correct.  The  Chair  will  state  what  will  be 
the  order  of  business  this  evening,  if  it  be  not 
set  apart  for  the  tax  bill.  First,  the  committees 
will  be  called  for  reports  for  reference,  and  not 
to  be  brought  back  by  motions  to  reconsider;  and 
the  next  business  will  be  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution,  submitted  liy  the  gentlemari 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood:] 

Whereas  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  suc- 
ceeding to  the  sovereignty  of  the  regions  of  counlry  in 
vvhicli  the  mines  of  Colorado  and  Arizona  are  situated  be- 
came invested  with  a  complete  proprietary  title  to  said 
mines  ;  and  wliercas  no  act  of  Congress  has  been  passed 
alienating  or  providing  for  the  disposal  of  any  part  iliereof 
or  prescribing  measures  for  the  use  and  working  of  tlicin  ; 
and  whereas  individuals  and  companies  are  assuiningovvn- 
ersliip  and  occupation,  and  attempting  to  wink  some  of 
these  mines,  and  are  inducing  tlic  inveslnieiit  of  capitalin 
them  liy  innocent  parties:  Therefore, 

liesolved,  That  the  I'resident  of  tlie  United  States  lie  re- 
quested to  take  such  measures  as  in  his  judgiiiciit  may  be 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  tlie  rights  oV  tlie  Govern- 
ment in  the  mineral  lands  and  mines  of  Colorado  and  Ari- 
zona, until  the  proper  legislation  shall  be  provided  by  Con- 
gress. 

After  the  morning  hour  the  inotion  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Morrili] 
will  come  up. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  that  my  motion  may  be  taken 
up  first  during  the  evening  session;  and  I  wili 
state  that  when  my  resolution  comes  up,  I  pro- 
pose to  modify  it  so  that  it  shall  impose  a  larger 
tax  upon  tobacco,  snufl',  cigars, &c.;  on  brandy, 
gin,  and  cordials;  on  burning  fluid  and  wine;  a 
duty  upon  iron  equal  to  the  increased  ta.x  pro- 
posed; an  increase  of  the  duty  tipon  general  man- 
iifaeturi'S  of  ten  perecnt.;  a  specific  duty  upon 
wool  of  five  cents  pe;  pound,  and  an  addition 
to  the  duties  on  tea  of  five  cents  per  pound. 
Such  will  be  thafgeneral  features  of  the  proposi- 
tion.    In  other  words,  it  will  be  an  attcmut  to 
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ircrcnse  tin;  uiiilF  somcwlu're  near  (lie  [ioiiit  we 
expecl  to  rc'tu-li  wln-ii  wo  report  in  full  upon  tluU 
sul)ji'Ct.  1  think  this  muy  be  siitisiactoiy  to  the 
House. 

And  I  say  further,  that  it' the  House  will  con- 
sent to  this  course  of  action,  1  will  propose  that 
the  niniicr  shall  In?  considered  in  tiie  House  as  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  open  to  amendment 
nnd  five  minutes  di'haie  for  a  reasonable  time — 
say  an  iioiir.  'I'ln  n  I  shall  call  tor  the  previous 
question, and  Iri  the  House  dispose  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  understand  that 
the  ginth  man  iVom  Vermont  does  not  propose  to 
con.''ider  tin'  resolution  at  this  lime. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  do  not  propose  thatitshall 
be  c<)n.sidi  ri'd  nniil  ihe  evening  session. 

Mr.  FERN.ANDO  WOOD.  1  understand  the 
gentlcinuii  proposes  to  allow  debate  and  opportu- 
nilv  for  aniendnient. 

Mr.  1MORR.ILL.  I  propose  that  the  resolution 
shall  i'B  considered  in  the  House  the  same  as  in 
the  Comiiiiitee  of  the  Wiiole,  reserving  to  my- 
self the  ri!?iu  to  call  for  the  previous  question  after 
11  reasonai)le  lime. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  "\VOOD.  Does  not  the  gen- 
ilemnii  uudcisianil  that  this  proposition  must  go 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  propose  to  suspend  the 
rules  if  the  House  refuses  unanimous  consent  as 
I  have  reqneslfd. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  require  a  two-thirds 
vote  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  think  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection to  cdiisiilcring  the  resolution  this  evening. 

Mr.  COX.      Without  a  suspension  of  rules. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  Chair  will  con- 
sider that  it  is  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  that  the  gentleman  frotn  Vermont  shall,  at 
seven  o'clock  this  evening,  have  leave  to  report 
the  joint  re.~:okiiioii  to  which  he  has  referred. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Does  that  cut  off 
the  resoliiiion  which  I  have  introduced  .' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not;  itwillcomeup 
■when  the  joint  resolution  is  disposed  of. 

There  wa!>  no  objeciion,  and  Mr.  Morrill's 
proposition  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  ask  the  unanimousconsent 
of  the  House  to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Wlicreas,  oil  ilii;  3(1  day  ol  May,  1861,  the  President  of  tlie 
United  Stiites  liy  pnielaiiwuioii  called  lor  Ibrty-lwo  tliou- 
eaiiU  voluiitoiT-,  wliieii  was  subsequiJiitly  miidilicdto  in- 
clude tliirty-iiine  regiments  of  volunteers  to  serve  lor  two 
years,  ol  wliicli  tlie  ^tate  of  New  York  promptly  furiiislied 
ll)irtycij.'lil  rc^iiinents  wliieli  were  receivrd  and  mustered 
Into  tin:  United  States  service  prior  to  the  act  of  Congress 
July  22,  1831,  section  five  ofwliicli  act  provided  a  bounty 
of  5IOU  to  -every  volunlecr,  non  coiinnif^sioned  officer, 
private,  niusieian,  and  artificer,"  "  if  he  shall  have  served 
for  a  period  ofi  wo  yea  is  or  da  ring  the  war  if  sooner  ended  ;" 
and  whereas  in  arly  all  ofr-aid  iwo  years' regiments  from  the 
State  of  i\ew  Voik  weic  Icejit  continuously  recruited  dur- 
Siig  the  fust  year's  service  with  volunteers  to  serve  for  the 
aiiezpiri'd  ti^riii  of  said  regiments,  in  many  instances  with 
the  promise  and  expi.-ciation  of  receiving  bounties;  and 
whereas  by  the  act  of  Congress  July  17,  1862,  section  three 
provided  ;i  bounty  of  twenty  five  dollars  to  "  every  soldier" 
to  be  paid  '•  upon  the  niu>leiingof  his  company  oc  regiment 
Into  till!  service  of  the  United  States,"  who  were  to  be 
called  into  the  said  service  '-for  the  period  of  nine  months 
nnlesd  sooner  discharged;"  and  hy  the  fourth  section  of 
said  act  a  bounty  oi  filly  dollars  was  provided  for  volunteers 
to  serve  for  the  period  of  twelve  months  unless  snonerilis- 
cbarged  to  till  up  regiiyents  then  in  the  field  ;  and  whereas 
by  the  act  Congn-s,  of  chapt.r  seventy-eight,  seciion  six, 
passed  lAIarch  J,  la  i.'),  no  deduction  of  these  ijountiesshouKl 
be  made  from  a  soldier's  pay  if  discharged  in  a  less  time 
than  said  enlistinentsofnine  or  twelve  months,  if"  the  dis- 
charge be  upon  suigeon'scerlilicatc  for  vvcnnid-i  received  or 
sickness  incurred  since  their  last  cnlislinent ;"  and  sec- 
tion seven  of  said  act  provides  that  "any  jierson  whosliall 
have  volunteered  or  been  dialieil"  '-for  the  term  of  nine 
months  or  a  shorli'r  pi.^rind,  iiKiy  enlist  into  a  regiment  from 
Uie  Bame  .State  to  serve  lor  tin;  term  of  one  year,  and  any 
pemon  so  enlisting  shall  bi;  emitled  to  and  receive  a  bounty 
of  fifty  dollars:"  'i'lii/refore. 

Ke-solvcil,  That  theCommiilee  on  IMiliiary  Afl'airsbe  in- 
Btnicteil  to  repeirt  a  bill  ((iviiig  Ihe  boiiniy  of  $1UU  to  any 
noii-commissicMied  officer,  private,  musician,  or  artificer 
who  >hall  have  been  honorably  discharged  in  consequence 
of  wounds  received  or  injiiiies  incurred  in  the  service  and 
in  III''  line  of  his  ilnty,  and  a  jiro  ra(«  share  of  said  bounty 
of  SlOit  to  any  Vuliinieers  lor  a  proportionate  term  of  ser- 
vice Pxce'.iliog  three  months,  as  is  now  provided  by  law 
for  those  serving  two  jears. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  do  not  object  to  this  prop- 
osition, ihiiugh  It  is  not  quite  broad  enough.  It 
is  confiiied  to  a  pariicuhir  class  of  .soldiiir.s.  Ilia 
dfawn  up  with  reference  to  legislation  in  res|)ect 
10  a  p.ii  tieiil.ir  State.  If  words  are  used  so  as  to 
make  the  matter  general,  nnd  .applicable  to  any 
other  voiiinteara,  1  ■hnll  have  no  olijoction. 


Mr.  FENTON.  I  have  no  objection  to  timt 
modification ,  as  1  simply  desire  to  have  the  mat- 
ter referred  to  the  Commiltee  on  Military  AfTuirs. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  as  mod- 
ified was  introduced  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ODELL.  I  desire  to  say  that  the  subject 
of  this  preamble  and  resolution  has  been  acted 
upon  by  the  House. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  only  desired  to  have  the 
matter  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. My  colleague  is  mistaken  in  reference  to 
ihe  facts.  A  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  giv- 
ing bounties  to  those  who  had  not  served  two 
years,  but  were  wounded  in  the  service;  but  those 
volunteers  who  entered  the  service  under  the  proc- 
lamation of  May,  1861,  and  did  not  serve  two 
years  by  subsequent  enlistment  to  fill  up  regi- 
ments, have  never  had  any  bounty  given  to  them 
under  the  authority  of  any  act  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ODELL.  My  colleague  thinks  I  am  mis- 
taken, but  1  think  I  am  not.  I  did  not  refer  to 
the  class  of  men  referred  to  in  the  resolution.  I 
referred  to  the  nine  months'  men  who  were  called 
out,  and  who  are  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  twenty- 
five  dollars.  The  Military  Committee  reported  a 
joint  resolution  providing  that  those  men  should 
receive  twenty-five  dollars.  The  resolution  passed 
the  House  and  is  now  in  the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  move 
to  reconsider,  as  the  resolution  has  been  agreed  to? 

Mr.  FENTON.  This  i-esolulion  has  no  refer- 
ence to  ihe  nine  monlhs'  men. 

Mr.  ODELL.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  move  to  re- 
consider. 

IOWA  AND  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  WILSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  supplemental  to  the  act  for  the  admission  of 
the  States  of  Iowa  and  Florida  into  the  Union;" 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

DESERTIONS  FROM  THE  SERVICE. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
introduce  a  bill  relating  to  the  proofs  of  desertions 
from  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes.  I  asked  leave  to  introduce  it 
on  Saturday.  It  was  objected  to  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  but  he  subsequently  told  me 
he  would  withdraw  his  objection.  I  had,  how- 
ever, no  opportunity  subsequently  to  introduce  it. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  intro- 
duced, read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

II.  J.  BENNETT. 

Mr.  ECKLEY,  by  unanimous  consent,  Intro- 
duced the  following  lesolution;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Commiltee  of  Accounts: 

Resohed,  That  there  be  paid  to  R.  J.  Bennett,  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  House,  as  compensation  for  his 
services  as  assistant  librarian  of  lliis  IJouse  during  the 
Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  the  same  amount  now  allowed  to 
the  newspaper  clerii  of  this  House,  and  no  more. 

PUNISHMENT  OF  GUERRILLAS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  provide  for  the  more  speedy  pun- 
ishment of  guerrillas,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  lead  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

INTERNAL  REVENUE  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRi  LL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tht2  state  of  the  Union 
on  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  x\w  Cominittec 
of  the  Wliole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Wasiiburne,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideiMlion  of  the  special  order, 
being  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  405)  to  provide  internal 
revenue  to  sujiport  the  Government,  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; commencing  with  section  ninety-seven,  in 
reference  to  auction  sales. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  section 
in  line  twelve  by  striking  out  "  fifty  cents"  and 
inserting  "  one  iJollar;"  so  that  the  clause  will 
read,  "  for  each  sale  of  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred shares  of  stock,  or  less  when  the  par  value 
is  $10l>,  one  ilollar." 

'I'he  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  MORRILL.  Also,  in  line  fifteen  by  strik- 
ing out  "fifty  cents"  and  inserting  "one  dol- 
lar;" so  that  the  clause  will  read,  "  exceeding  one 
hundred  shares,  for  every  additional  one  hun- 
dred shares,  or  fractional  part  thereof,  at  the  rate 
of  one  dollar  for  one  hundred  shares." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Also,  in  line  nineteen,  by 
striking  out  "fifty  cents"  and  inserting  "one 
dollar;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read,  "  when  the 
par  value  exceeds  one  hundred  dollars  per  share, 
so  much  thereof  as  at  the  par  value  shall  amount 
to  a  sum  not  exceeding  ^10,000,  one  dollar." 

Th(>  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Also,  in  line  twenty-two, by 
striking  out  "  fifty  cents"  and  inserting  "one  dol- 
lar;" so  that  the  clause  will  rend,  "  exceeding 
the-sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  every  addi- 
tional ten  thousand  dollars,  or  fractional  part 
thereof,  one  dollar." 

The  amendment  v/as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  lines  twenty-three  to  twenty -seven  inclusive, 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

V\'hen  the  par  value  is  less  than  ijiOO  per  share,  so 
much  thereof  as  at  the  par  value  shall  amount  to  a  sum  not 
exceeding $:10,000.(nie  dollar ;  exceeding  the  sura  of$lO,000 
for  every  additional  $10,000  or  fractional  part  thereof,  one 
dollar. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  thirty-one  I  move  to 
amend  by  striking  out  "  fif'ty  cents"  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  "one  dollar,"  so  that  the 
clause  will  read,  "for  each  sale  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver bullion,  sterling  exchange,  uncurrent  money, 
promissory  notes,  stocks,  bonds,  or  other  securi- 
ties, not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $10,000,  one  dol- 
lar." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRANK  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  make 
the  tax  upon  brokers  one  tenth  of  one  per  cent, 
upon  all  sales,  and  made  some  remarks,  which 
are  withheld  for  revision.  They  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  tax  on  sales  of  stocks 
proposed  in  the  bill  is  entirely  new.  We  have 
not  heretofore  taxed  the  sale  of  stocks  at  all.  It 
was  very  attentively  cared  for  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Stebbins,]  who  is  now 
absent  from  the  House  by  reason  of  illness.  He  is 
certainly  as  anxious  as  his  colleague  [Mr.  Fr.4nk] 
can  be  to  obtain  revenue  from  this  source.  We 
submitted  to  his  superior  knowledge  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  thought  that  the  amount  reported  in 
the  bill  was  as  much  as  we  would  possibly  be  able 
to  collect  from  this  source.  Kut  the  committee  will 
see  that  upon  my  motion,  and  I  was  directed  by  the 
Commitlee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  make  the  mo- 
lion,  we  have  already  doubled  the  tax  that  was 
proposed  by  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Stebbins.] 

The  proposition  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands  is 
to  tax  every  sale  of  stocks  whether  the  number 
of  shares  sold  be  five,  ten,  twenty,  or  fifty.  Every 
sale  is  to  be  taxed  not  more  than  one  dollar,  un- 
less it  exceeds  one  hundred  shares  or  |ilO,000  in 
value.  If  we  im|iose  a  higher  tax  we  shall  drive 
the  parlies  engaged  in  this  business  to  evasions, 
and  wc  all  know  how  sharp  the  gentlemen  en- 
gaged in  this  business  are  in  evading  any  duty 
that  may  be  put  upon  them^  I  am  disposed  to 
think  that  the  projiosition  as  it  now  stands  is  as 
far  as  it  is  prudent  for  us  to  go  until  we  have  tried 
the  experiment. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  move  to  amend  so  as  to 
iTiake  the  tax  one  ninth  of  one  per  cent. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  tax 
which  it  is  proposed  to  impose  upon  this  descrip- 
tion of  traflic  is  very  small.  1  am  surprised  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  the  distinguished 
president  of  the  board  of  brokers,  who  introduced 
a  gold  bill  the  other  day,  and  who  seemed  anx- 
ious to  check  the  speculation  in  that  commodity, 
should,  under  the  pretense  of  accomplishing  that 
purpose,  have  made  the  tax  so  low. 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  there  is  any  traffic  in  this 
country  which  is  able  to  bear  and  which  should 
bear  its  full  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this 
war,  it  should  be  ihat  kind  of  traffic  which  has 
been  stimulated  to  a  very  unwholesome  extent. 
There  is  really  no  good  to  the  country  resulting 
from  this  traffic  in  stocks.     It  is  a  speculation 
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■which  is  said  to  be  and  doubtless  is  injurious  in 
its  effect.  While,  however,  I  would  not  impose 
a  tax  so  tiigh  as  to  cut  off  revenue  by  that  means, 
I  certainly  think  tliat  one  tenth  of  one  per  cent,  is 
quite  low  enough.  I  hope  the  tax  will  be  placed 
ns  high  as  it  can  be  without  losing  the  revenue 
thereby. 

Mr.  A-.  W.  CLARK.  I  oppose  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  On  look- 
ing over  the  list  of  the  sales  at  the  regular  board 
in  New  York  for  Monday  last,  1  find  they  amount 
to  overfifleeen  million  dollars,  and  that,  I  believe, 
was  not  an  unusual  day's  operations.  Now,  sir, 
a  tax  of  one  tenth  of  one  per  cent,  would  bring 
$15,000  for  a. day,  and  perhaps  not  stop  a  dollar's 
■worth  in  future.  If  it  would  stop  it,  so  much 
the  better.  Nobody  would  grumble,  more  than 
they  did  against  taxing  the  whisky  on  hand. 
Now,  observe  that  this  result  is  for  the  regular 
board  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Now,  observe 
these  figures; 

Revnnue  from  Nuw  York  board  per  day $15,000 

Boston,  sav 5,000 

Pliilailclpiria .^OOO 

New  Orleans 5,000 

Baltimore,  Cliicago,  &c ; 5,000 

Making  per  day $35,000 

For  a  year,  110,500,000!  

This  is  a  matter,  sir,  that  is  certainly  worth  our 
consideration,  and  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Frank]  will  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  withdraw  my  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  to  amend  the 
arnendment  so  as  to  make  the  tax  two  tenths  of 
one  per  cent,  instead  of  one  tenth.  1  simply  rise 
to  say  a  word  or  two  in  regard  to  this  subject.  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Frank]  but  I  desire  to  say  a 
word  in  regard  to  the  remark  of  thegeiitleman  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  to  the  effect  that  we 
must  not  tax  these  men  heavily  because  if  we  do 
they  are  so  sharp  they  will  evade  the  tax  alto- 
gether and  cheat  the  Government.  Now,  sir,  I 
for  one  have  heard  enough  of  that  argument. 
We  never  hear  anything  here  of  farmers  and 
manufacturers  being  so  sharp  as  to  evade  theirlax 
and  cheat  the  Government.  You  tax  the  farmer's 
transfer  of  real  estate.  Every  deed  he  makes  has 
to  pay  a  heavy  stamp  duty,  and  you  tax  almost 
everything  he  produces.  You  tax  almost  every- 
thing that  is  produced  by  the  manufacturer.  And 
yet  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  never  makes  use 
of  the  argument  that  too  high  a  tax  must  not  be 
imposed  upon  manufacturers  because  they  are  so 
sharp  that  they  will  evade  the  tax.  But  when  you 
come  to  these  gamblers  in  stocks  and  in  the  gold 
of  the  country,  and  it  is  proposed  to  levy  a  tax 
upon  them  corresponding  with  that  laid  upon 
others,  the  argument  is  presented  that  you  must 
be  very  careful  how  you  treat  them.  You  must 
treat  them  tenderly  and  easily.  If  you  do  not 
they  will  cheat  the  Government. 

Now,  sir,  these  arc  the  very  men  ■who  ought 
to  be  taxed,  and  taxed  heavily;  and  if  we  cannot 
make  a  law  so  strong  and  so  hedged  about  with 
difficulties  as  to  compel  them  to  pay  the  tax,  we 
should  at  least  try.  And  if  we  do  not  succeed  at 
first,  amend  the  law  and  so  hedge  it  about  that 
they  cannot  dodge  or  cheat  the  Government. 

1  repeat,  sir,  the  argument  is  not  a  good  one, 
anil  I  hope  we  will  not  hear  it  again^  I  am  in  favor 
of  making  this  tax  at  least  one  tenth  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  all  their  transactions.  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  if  we  were  to 
tax  them  out  of  existence  altogether  it  would  be 
all  the  better  for  the  interests  of  the  Government, 
better  for  the  finances  of  the  Government,  and 
better  for  us  all.  I  hope  the  committee  will  not 
treat  these  men  so  gingerly  as  the  gentleman  pro- 
poses. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  committee, 
in  the  absence  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Stebbins,]  who  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  whose  advice  has 
been  of  great  importance  to  us  in  this  matter,  that 
I  regretted  to  hear  his  colleague  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Kernan]  allude  to  him  as  having  introduced 
a  gold  liill  into  this  House  under  a  mere  prclen.se. 
In  the  absence  of  that  gentleman  [Mr.  Stebbins] 
1  wish  to  bear  testimony  which  will  be  sustained 
by  every  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  his  conscientiousness,  his  earnestness. 


and  patriotic  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try in  every  matter  with  which  he  has  been  con- 
nected. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  did  not  intend  at  all  to  say 
that  my  colleague  had  not  acted  in  good  faith. 
I  only  expressed  wonder  that  a  gentleman  who 
■was  so  anxious  to  discourage  this  traffic  in  gold 
was  not  willing  to  tax  these  transactions  a  little 
higher,  especially  when  the  Government  so  much 
need  it  for  revenue.  I  intended  to  say  nothing 
disrespectful  to  him  at  all. 

Mr.  ODELL.  I  simply  want  to  say,  after  this 
discussion  which  has  taken  place  in  reference  to 
my  colleague  and  his  opinion  as  to  the  tax  we  are 
called  upon  to  impose  on  the  sale  of  stocks,  that 
1  think  gentlemen  are  doing  him  injustice.  I  rec- 
ollect saying  to  him  that  1  thought  the  tax  men- 
tioned in  this  bill  upon  stock  transactions  was 
altogether  too  low.  He  admitted  that  it  was  too 
low.  He  said  it  would  be  belter,  perhaps,  to  in- 
crease it,  and  remarked  that  the  brokers'  board 
would  stand  a  higher  tax,  and  pay  it  cheerfully. 

I  notice  in  the  section  preceding  this  that  a  tax 
of  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  is  laid  upon  stocks 
sold  by  auctioneers — upon  sales  of  gold,  silver, 
and  stocks.  Now,  the  brokers'  boards,  both  pub- 
licand  private, are  nothing  more  norless  than  auc- 
tion blocks. 

Mr.  KASSON.  As  I  have  only  five  minutes, 
I  cannot  yield  to  the  gentleman  further. 

Mr.  ODELL.  I  only  wanted  to  say,  as  the 
opinion  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Stebbins]  had  been 
referred  to,  tliaiin  my  judgment  he  ■would,  if  here, 
be  in  favor  of  one  tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  merely  desired  to  say,  in 
the  absence  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
that  he  himself  proposed  to  tax  this  interest,  and 
that  he  did  it  after  consultation  with  leading  men 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  And  he  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  for  revenue  purposes  the  rate  fixed 
in  the  bill  was  high  enough. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  basis  of  taxation 
upon  these  transfers  is  not  upon  the  |100  actually 
received,  but  upon  the  number  of  shares  sold. 
And  1  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  shares  are  not  worth  |100. 
Many  of  them  are  not  worth  half  that  amount, 
and  some  are  not  worth  even  twenty-five  dollars; 
but  the  tax  imposed  upon  them  is  at  their  par 
valiae. 

It  is  true,  that  where  the  shares  are  above  one 
hundred  dollars  par  value,  the  rate  falls  below; 
but  where  they  are  not  worth  that  amount,  the 
rate  is  increased.  It  is  believed  that,  by  this 
method  of  taxation,  a  larger  amount  of  revenue 
will  be  derived  than  if  levied  upon  the  amount 
actually  realized. 

For  myself,  1  would  gladly  agree  to  tax  these 
sales  one  tenth  of  one  per  cent,  if  I  believed  the 
effect  would  be  to  produce  more  revenue.  I  will 
go  as  high  as  any  gentleman  cati  go,  if  it  shall  be 
shown  that  an  increase  of  the  tax  will  increase  the 
revenue  rather  than  diminish  it.  But  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, in  my  judgment,  we  must  be  a  little 
careful,  or  we  will  defeat  our  object  of  raising 
revenue  through  this  source. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  rate  charged  by 
brokers  for  buying  and  selling  on  commission 
is  only  one  eighth  of  one  per  cent.,  and  if  you 
tax  them  one  tenth  of  one  per  cent,  you  absorb 
nearly  their  whole  compensation.  And  it  may 
happen  that  you  will  destroy  their  business  and 
at  the  same  time  receive  no  taxes. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  renew  the 
amendment  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Farnsworth.]  He 
has  mistaken  the  argument  of  the  low-tax  advo- 
cates in  this  case.  It  is  made  so  low,  not  because 
the  collector  would  otherwise  be  defVauded,  but 
because  the  poor  stockjobbers  cannot  afford  to 
pay  more.  They  fill  their  vaults  with  the  evi-  i 
dcnces  of  unconscionable  accumulations,  and  still 
reach  out  their  avaricious  fingers  for  more.  They 
gamble  in  gold,  play  bull  or  bear  as  interest  dic- 
tates, and  riot  in  the  hopes  and  fears,  the  suc- 
cesses and  losses  of  the  country ;  but  the  poor  fel- 
lows,according  to  tlie  judgment  of  the  committee, 
are  only  able  to  stand  one  hundredth  parlofonc  per 
cent.  tax.  Tliia  isof  a  [licce  with  many  other  feat- 
ures of  the  l)ill.  The  committee  have  taken  four 
and  a'  half  months  to  devise  a  scheme  by  which 
wealth,  luxury,  extravagance, and  vice  should  es- 
cape taxation,  while  tlie  large  revenue  so  much 
needed   by   the  Government  is  drawn    from  the 


scrimping  economy  of  the  less  forehanded  class. 
Only  five  per  cent,  on  furs,  four  per  cen  t.  on  dia- 
monds,purchased  once  in  a  lifetime,  five  per  cent, 
on  wines,  one  percent,  on  the  theater  and  circus, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  lightof 
the  poor.  You  may  flaunt  in  the  street  with  furs, 
glitter  with  diamonds  everywhere  according  to  the 
vulgar  ostentation  of  the  day,  tarry  long  at  the 
afternoon  wine-table,  and  soil  your  thoughts  in 
a  low  theater  or  lower  circus  at  night,  and,  how- 
ever much  worse  you  may  be,  the  Government 
exchequer  is  but  little  better  for  it.  All  this  waste 
and  dissipation  drops  only  a  few  pennies  into  the 
national  Treasury.  Butif  the  inheritor  of  poverty 
expends  for  light  a  dollar  thatcan  be  hardly  spared 
from  other  pressing  wants,  that  his  home  may  be 
lees  homely,  the  bare  walls  and  rude  furniture  and 
uncarpeted  floor  may  be  less  dreary  to  himself,  his 
wife,  or  child,  your  bill  demands  |1  50  for  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  do  not  wonder  that  gentlemen  wished  to  close 
debate  the  other  day.  Such  gross  injustice  must 
cower  behind  the  previous  question  to  be  safe. 
The  champion  of  these  features  of  the  bill  should 
administer  to  it  the  oath  administered  to  con- 
stables when  they  take  charge  of  a  traverse  jury: 
"  Take  this  bill  to  some  safe  and  convenient  place, 
and  suffer  no  man  to  speak  of  it  nor  speak  of  it 
yourself."  As  the  bill  was  first  reported  there 
was  a  section  or  two  that  imposed  a  very  small 
tax  upon  some  of  the  rich  corporations  and  busi- 
ness associations  of  the  country;  but  the  Clerk 
had  scarcely  read  them  when  an  amendment — 
sanctioned,  it  was  said,  by  the  committee — was 
offered  authorizing  the  amount  to  be  charged  over 
to  somebody  less  able  to  pay  it.  It  was  very  kind 
in  the  fly,  when  resting — according  to  the  fable — 
on  the  horn  of  an  ox,  to  inquire  if  its  weight  was 
burdensome;  but  it  was  far  kinder  in  the  com- 
mittee to  authorize  old  Croesus  to  remove  this 
feather  of  taxation  from  his  own  broad  shoulders 
to  those  of  his  feebler  customers,  without  waiting 
to  ask  him  if  it  was  oppressive.  No  doubt  he 
will  improve  the  privilege,  and  not  only  put  this 
feather  on  his  neighbors'  shoulders,  but  accom- 
pany it  with  some  heavier  extortion  to  make  it 
stay  there.  I  hope  all  these  offensive  features 
will  be  stricken  from  the  bill  before  it  is  brought 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  am  quite  sure  there  is  no  class  proposed  to  be 
affected  by  this  bill  better  able  to  bear  taxation 
than  the  brokers  of  the  city  of  New  York.  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  tax  this  House  can  impose 
will  prove  the  slightest  check  upon  the  extent  of 
their  operations.  They  have  derived  more  pecu- 
niary advantage  from  this  war  than  any  other  class 
of  people.  Their  operations  have  been  more  ex- 
tensive, their  gambling  more  extreme  and  im- 
moral, and  I  conceive  that  we  should  not  only 
impose  this  tax,  but  make  it  quadruple.  It  might 
be  so  done  with  advantage  to  the  Treasury  and 
without  injury  to  the  class  of  people  we  propose 
to  tax.  Sir,  the  embarrassments  of  the  Treasury, 
the  inflation  of  the  currency,  and  the  derangement 
of  the  condition  of  the  financial  and  commercial 
classes  of  New  York  and  of  the  country,  have 
been  created  more  by  the  gambling  in  Wall  street 
than  from  any  other  cause  except  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  Treasury  itself.  Tiierefore  I  have 
risen  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  we  need  be 
under  no  apprehension  that  the  brokers  will  not 
bear  any  tax  which  we  may  think  it  expedient  to 
propose. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD, by  unanimousconsent,  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  desire 
to  take  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  has 
spoken  in  reference  to  the  tax  on  brokers,  at  his 
word,  and  to  move  that  the  tax  shall  be  one  fifth 
instead  of  one  tenth.  I  make  the  proposition  in 
good  faith,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  be  adopted.  We 
hear  that  they  are  willing  and  able  to  pay,  and 
we  ought  not  to  object  to  their  paying. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise  with  a  view  to  close  debate  on  this  section. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburnk,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  Committci!  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  partic- 
ularly the  internal  revenue  bill,  and  had  come  to 
no  conclusion  thereon. 
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Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  nil  debate  on 
section  niiicty-scvon  be  closed  in  one  niiiuite  alter 
the  Committee  of  llie  Wliole  shall  restume  the 
con.sKJeialion  thereof. 

Ml-.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
modify  his  motion  so  as  not  to  include  the  pro- 
vi.so  to  the  section. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

Tlie  motion,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
8US|iended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  upon  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Wasiiburne,  of  Illinois,  in  the  ciiair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  internal  revenue 
bill,  the  pending  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL  demanded  tellers  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Fenton  and 
Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania,  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  69,  noes  46. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  proviso  to  the  ninety-seventh  section  was 
read,  as  follows: 

Proi'Ued,  That  any  person,  firm,  or  company,  not  being 
licensed  as  a  lirokc^r,  who  shall  sell  or  offer  to  sell  any  gold 
and  silver  hullion,  sterling  exchange,  uncurrent  money, 
promissory  notes,  stocks,  bonds,  or  other  securities,  shall 
be  liable,  in  addition  to  all  other  penalties  provided  in  such 
cases,  to  pay  fifty  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing 
duties  and  rates  of  duty. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  amend  that 
proviso  by  striking  out  the  words  "  uncurrent 
money,  promissory  notes,  stocks, bonds, orother 
securities."  I  make  this  motion,  and  I  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
who  has  charge  of  this  bill,  to  the  ground  upon 
which  I  base  it. 

Mr.  KASSON.  As  I  find  there  is  an  omission 
in  this  proviso,  I  ask  that  it  be  reserved,  in  order 
to  give  the  committee  an  opportunity  to  prepare 
an  amendment. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  proviso  was 
passed  over  informally. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  had  an  amendment  to 
make  to  that  [iroviso,  and  J  will  offer  it  and  allow 
it  to  go  to  the  committee  with  the  proviso  itself. 
It  is  to  insert  in  line  thirty-eight,  after  the  word 
"  securities,"  the  words  "  the  same  notbeingtono 
fide  his  own  actual  property." 

Mr.  KASSON.  1  move  to  amend  section  nine- 
ty-eight by  striking  out  of  line  two  the  words 
"collected  and  paid,"  and  inserting  in  line  three, 
after  "  year,"  the  words  "  to  be  paid;"  also,  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "  table"  the  words  "gold 
watch,"  and  by  striking  out  after  the  word 
"plate"  the  word  "and,"  and  inserting  "or," 
so  that  the  clause  will  rend: 

'J'hat  there  shall  be  levied  annually  on  the  first  Monday 
of  iMay  in  each  year,  to  be  paid  by  any  person  or  persons 
owning,  possessing  or  keeping,  any  carriage,  yaclit,  bil- 
liard labh',  gold  watch,  plate,  or  piano-forte,  or  other  inu- 
Bical  instruments,  the  several  duties  or  sunss  of  money 
set  down  in  figures  against  the  satne,  resp(!ctively,  or  oth- 
erwise specitii-d  and  set  forth  in  schedule  hereto  annexiul 
and  maiked  A,  and  the  same  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien 
tliereon  uiiiil  |)aid. 

The  unieiuimenls  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAY.  1  move  to  amend  the  schedule  to 
section  ninety-eight,  in  line  forty-six,  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "use"  the  words  "also  all 
premiums  awardr;d  us  a  token  of  merit  by  any 
ngi'iculturul  society,  corporation,  or  association 
of  persons  for  any  purpose  whatever,"  so  as  to 
exempt  such  premiums  from  duty. 

Mr.  BOUT  WELL.  1  musto|)pose  thalamend- 
mcnt,  upon  the  ground  that  it  does  not  cover  all 
cases  which  ought  to  be  included  in  an  amend- 
ment of  that  sort,  and  also  upon  the  ground  tiial 
it  would  ex(,'m[>t  those  articles  sometimes  under 
circumstances  where  they  ought  n(»t  to  be  ex- 
empt. I  will  move  to  amend  tin;  iimendmenl  by 
sul).sliliiting  for  it  "and  articles  given  by  agri- 
cultural and  mechanical  societies  to  the  persons 
posKcKsiiig  the  same."  I  think  they  should  be 
cxemfit  only  MO  hingasihcy  are  in  tin;  posses- 
sion of  tin;  pervious  li)  whom  they  are  given.  Tlo' 
premlumu  bestowed  by  mechanical  ac!su -iaiioiis 


should  be  exemptas  well  as  those  given  by  agri- 
cultural nssocialii>ns. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  think  my  amendment  would 
include  mechanical  associations. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  It  seems  to  me  the  word 
"  articles"  is  preferable  to  "  premiums."  I  do  not 
know  why  money  should  be  exempt.  Persons 
sometimes  receive  as  much  as  :|100  in  money. 

Mr.  CLAY.  The  amendmentis  only  intended 
to  inclntlo  articles  of  plate,  &c. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  The  gentleman  will  no- 
tice that  he  uses  the  word  "  premium." 

Mr.  CLAY.  The  premium  isgenerally  a  piece 
of  silverware  of  some  kind. 

I  would  have  no  objection  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  if  he  would  add  the  words  "  other 
associations."  There  are  a  great  many  associa- 
tions in  the  country  formed  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
provement, which  are  not  incorporated,  and  are 
not  mechanical  associations.  They  should  be  in- 
cluded as  well  as  agricultural  societies. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  do  not  know  how  far 
those  words  would  extend.  There  are  many  scien- 
tific and  literary  associations.  Mechanical  and 
agricultural  associations  cover  the  chief  industrial 
associations  of  the  country. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Clay's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  agieed  to. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  to  insertafter 
the  word  "  billiard"  the  word  "  bagatelle,"  so  as 
to  include  bagatelle  tables. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  hope  that  that  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted.  In  every  house  in  the  coun- 
try almost  there  is  a  bagatelle  board,  from  a  foot 
long  up. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  My  impression  is  that 
if  the  gentleman  wei'e  to  go  into  the  saloons  of 
the  cities  of  Chicago,  Buffalo,  or  New  York,  or 
any  other  city,  he  would  find  bagatelle  tables  as 
well  as  billiard  tables  kept  for  hire;  and  I  can  see 
no  impropriety,  if  we  tax  billiard  tables,  in  also 
taxing  bagatelle  tables. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  What  are  bagatelle  tables } 
I  hope  that  my  colleague  will  explain,  so  that  we 
may  vote  understandingly.     [Laugjiter.] 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GANSON.  1  move  that  the  committee 
take  a  recess  for  thirty  minutes. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.     What  for.' 

Mr.  GANSON.  There  is  not  a  quorum  pres- 
ent; and  General  Burnside's  corps  is  marching 
past  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  FRANK.  I  move  that  the  committee  rise 
for  tiu;  purpose  of  allowing  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  make  a  speech. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  WASHBURNE,of  Illi- 
nois, reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  Union  generally  underconsideration,  and 
particularly  House  bill  No.  405,  to  provide  in- 
ternal revenue  to  support  the  Government,  to  pay 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  under  the  circum- 
stances that  the  House  had  better  lake  a  recess 
for  an  hour.  It  is  now  half  past  one,  and  I  move 
that  the  House  taki:  a  recess  until  half  past  two. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  For  what  reason 
is  it  proposed  that  the  House  shall  take  a  recess 
for  an  hour,  and  leave  the  public  business.'' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  To  |iermit  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  to  go  and  see  the  troops 
who  ai-c  marching  out  against  the  enemy. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  ^  I  hope  that  the  House 
will  not  take  a  recess.     Is  it  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  in  order  atany  time  to 
make  the  motion. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  York.  I  oppose  the 
recess,  and  demand  a  division. 

Mr.  COX.  I  should  like  to  put  in  a  protest 
against  the  House  leaving  the  jniulic  business  to 
go  and  see  these  colored  troops. 

Tiie  SPEAKER.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  PENDLEl'ON  demanded  tellers  on  the 
motion  lor  a  recess. 

Tellers  were  orilered;  and  Messrs.  Shannon 
and  Ancona  were  n[)pointed. 

'i  111'  House  divided,  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  (iH,  ncies  ;27. 

So  the  motion  wa.s  ngreed  lo;  and  thereupon 


the  House  took  a  recess  until  half  past  two  o'clock 
p.  m.  

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  resumed  its  session  at  half  past 
two  o'clock. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  upon  the  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Washburne,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  special  order, 
being  the  internal  revenue  bill. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  move  to  amend  the  ninety- 
ninth  section  in  line  two,  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  levied,  collected  and"  before  the  word 
"paid,"  so  that  the  clause  will  read,  "that 
there  shall  be  paid  by  any  person,  firm,  com- 
pany, or  agent  or  employe  thereof,  the  following 
duties  or  taxes,  that  is  to  say."  The  clause  as 
it  now  reads  is  not  only  inelegant,  but  it  ex- 
presses an  absurdity  by  saying  that  taxes  shall 
be  "levied,  collected,  and  paid"  by  the  person 
who  pays  them. 

Mr.  HIGEY.  T  would  suggest  that  the  clause 
would  be  awkward  even  then.  I  would  suggest 
that  it  should  read,  "that  every  person,  firm, 
company,  or  agent  or  employe  thereof,  shall  pay 
the  following  duties  or  taxes,"  &c. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  objection  to  this  clause 
is  very  well  taken;  but  the  way  to  amend  it  is  by 
inserting  something  after  the  word  "collected," 
so  that  it  shall  read,  "  there  shall  be  levied  and 
collected  on  the  articles  hereafter  enumerated,  and 
paid  by  any  person,"  &c. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  The  general  provisions  of 
the  bill  arrange  for  levying  and  collecting  taxes. 
This  is  simply  a  [irovisioii  for  collecting,  and  the 
words  I  have  moved  to  strike  out  are  unnecessary 
and  absurd. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Garfield 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  inove  to  amend,  in  line 
six,  by  striking  out  "twenty"  and  inserting 
"  forty,"  so  as  to  make  the  clause  read,  "  on  all 
cattle  and  calves  exceeding  three  months  old, 
slaughtered  for  sale,  forty  cents  per  head." 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  am  op- 
posed to  that  amendment;  and  in  opposing  it  I 
will  refer  to  the  next  clause,  which  provides  that 
on  all  cattle  and  calves  under  three  months  old, 
slaughtered  for  sale,  five  cents  a  head  shall  be 
paid.  I  refer  to  it  because  the  two  clauses  bear 
a  relation  to  each  other.  The  amendment  under 
consideration  profioses  to  increase  the  tax  from 
twenty  to  forty  cents  a  head  on  all  slaughtered 
over  three  months  old.  It  strikes  me  that  the 
policy  of  the  Government  at  this  time  shoidd  be 
to  favor  the  growing  of  cattle,  instead  of  pursuing 
a  course  which  will  encourage  the  killing  of  cat- 
tle when  they  are  small. 

I  happened  the  other  day  to  be  among  a  lot  of 
butchers  when  they  were  discussing  the  causes 
of  the  high  price  of  beef;  and  they  stated  that  the 
cause,  in  addition  to  the  demand  for  the  Army, 
was  the  fact  that  lhci;e  aic  speculators  all  through 
the  country  who  are  buying  up  calves  and  send- 
ing them  off  to  the  cities.  If  that  is  fio,  why  not 
put  a  heavier  tax  u|ioii  calves  under  three  months 
old  than  upon  ih.ose  which  are  older? 

If,  however,  tiie  gentleman  I'rmn  Vermont  pro- 
poses to  increase  the  tax  pro  rala  upon  those  un- 
der three  months  old,  I  have  no  objection  to  his 
proposition. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will -simply  slate  that  the 
original  tax  imposed  upon  cattle  slaughtered  was 
three  cents  a  head.  As  we  proposed  to  increase 
all  the  taxes  in  the  old  bill  to  a  very  large  extent, 
we  tliouglii  it  not  unreasonable  to  increase  this 
tax.  Butchers  appeared  before  us  and  objected 
very  strenuously  to  our  increasing  this  tax,  be- 
cause they  say  ail  the  tax  comes  out  of  them. 
Now,  there  is  seldom  a  bullock  killed  that  is 
worth  less  than  seventy-five  dollars,  and  most  of 
them  are  worth  more  than  that.  The  butchers 
insist  that  this  la.x  which  we  impose  comes  out 
of  tlu'ui;  but  we  all  know  that  their  business  is 
exceedingly  profitable;  and  I  believe  it  may  well 
bearihe  amoiiiU.  we  propose  — forty  cents  ahead. 
I  hope   the  aiiiendmiMit  will  [irevail. 

The  amendment'was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move  to 
amend  in  line  eiglitby  striking  out"  five  "and  in- 
seiling"  t  wen  ty-five,"  so  that  on  all  calves  slaugli- 
tered  under  three  months  old  there  shall  be  paid 
twenty-five  cents  a  head. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  tlie  clause 
•'  on  all  swine  slaughtered  for  sale,  when  the  num- 
ber thus  slaughtered  exceeds  twenty  in  any  one 
year,  ten  cents  per  head,"  by  striking;  out  the 
words  "  when  the  number  thus  slaughtered  ex- 
ceeds twenty  in  any  one  year,"  and  by  adding 
the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  all  cattle  not  exceeding  five  In  number, 
and  all  calves,  swine,  sheep,  and  lamhs  not  exceeding 
twenty  in  nnmber  altogether,  slaughtered  by  any  person 
tor  his  or  her  own  consumption,  shall  be  exempt  from  duty. 

M  r.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  think  the  gentleman  has 
put  the  number  too  low,  considering  that  he  in- 
cludes sheep,  swine,  and  calves.  That  is  not 
enough  for  furnishing  meat  for  a  family  of  the 
average  size  of  those  we  have  in  the  Northwest. 
Under  the  bill  of  last  year  twenty  head  of  swine 
were  exempt,  and  that  was  low  enough.  But 
now  you  include  sheep  and  calves.  We  have 
some  fiumers  in  the  West  who  during  the  sum- 
mer and  fall  slaughter  several  head  of  sheep  for 
the  use  of  their  own  families,  and  occasionally  a 
calf.  They  make  up  the  number  twenty  very 
easily.  ,1  will  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
making  the  number  twenty-five  instead  of  twenty. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  am  aware  that  there  is  a 
little  difficulty  about  this  subject.  In  many  parts 
of  the  country  this  will  be  a  very  heavy  burden, 
and  the  people  would  evade  the  duty  by  killing 
what  ihey  do  not  want  for  their  own  consump- 
tion, and  thus  evade  the  butcher's  license. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  disa- 
greed to. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing proviso: 

Provided  further,  That  cattle  slaughtered  for  hides  and 
tallow  shall  be  taxed  ten  cents  per  head,  and  sheep  slaugh- 
tered for  pelts  and  tallow  shall  be  taxed  three  cents  per 
head. 

The  difference  between  cattle  slaughtered  for 
sale  in  the  market  and  cattle  slaughtered  for  the 
hides  and  tallow  is  very  marked.  As  was  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  cattle  that  are 
slaughtered  for  the  market  yield  a  very  large  profit 
to  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  business;  where- 
as, on  the  contrary,  those  slaughtered  for  the 
hides  and  tallow  are  slaughtered  for  the  mei-e  pur- 
pose of  saving  something  out  of  property  which 
would  otherwise  be  nearly  valueless.  I  presume 
the  House  is  not  aware  that  this  business  is  car- 
ried on  in  the  United  States  at  this  time.  Such, 
however,  is  the  fact.  In  the  southern  portion  of 
the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  rep- 
resent, there  are  large  establishments  engaged  in 
this  sort  of  occupation.  Persons  are  slaughtering 
cattle  for  the  hides  and  tallow,  and  it  is  done  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  saving  something  out  of  their 
large  herds.  There  is  a  superabundance  of  cattle 
in  my  State.  When  the  country  was  under  the 
Spanish  rule  these  establishments  called  j)ia/«?izas 
carried  on  a  large  business,  and  even  now  cattle 
are  frequently  brought  from  the  rmicheros  and 
slaughtered  for  the  hides  when  forty  and  fifty 
cents  per  head  can  be  saved  out  of  them.  This 
would  be  a  most  onerous  tax  on  'hat  branch  of 
business.  There  should  certainly  oe  some  dis- 
crimiruuion  made  between  cattle  slaughtered  for 
market  and  cattle  slaughtered  for  the  hides  and 
tallow. 

I  believe  this  statement  is  suflicient  to  inform 
the  committee  of  the  object  of  the  proviso  which 
I  offer.  I  trust  it  will  be  sustained,  and  that  only 
a  tux  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  a  head  will  be  put 
upon  cattle  slaughtered  for  these  purposes. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  have  no  particular  objec- 
tion to  the  amendment,  but  I  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  California  to  modify  his  amendment 
so  that  it  will  read  that  all  cattle  and  sheep  slaugh- 
tered for  hides  and  tallow,  or  pelts  and  tallow, 
shall  jiay  one  half  the  duty  provided  for  on  cattle 
and  sheep  slaughtered  for  the  market. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California.  That  would  leave 
the  tax  just  as  burdensome  as  it  is  now. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  ))ropose  to  put  it  at  one 
half  the  other  rate. 

Mr.  COLE,  ofCalifornia.  Wc  are  quite  will- 
ing to  pay  ii  fair  tux,  but  tlii.s  |ii()[io.'sed  tux  is 
unfuirunu  unrcasoiuiblc.   Cattle  can  be  purcha.sed 


in  the  State  of  California  for  a  mere  trifle,  and 

persons  are  cotripeikd  to  sell  their  cattle  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  know  that  in  my  State  in 
the  fall  of  the  year  a  man  who  has  two  or  three 
hundred  sheep  goes  round  and  picks  out  those 
that  will  not  live  through  the  winter,  and  kills 
them  for  their  pelts.     That  occurs  every  year. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California.  The  cattle  die  with 
us  by  thousands,  and  are  of  no  value.  One  of  my 
constituents  lost  last  fall  over  three  thousand  head 
of  cattle  which  might  have  been  slaughtered  and 
the  hides  saved. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  California,  and  also 
to  the  amendment  of  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  It  is  no  doubt 
that  general  laws  will  be  severe  in  exceptional 
cases.  It  is  pretty  difficult  to  provide  by  general 
law  for  such  exceptions  as  we  may  think  ought 
to  be  provided  for.  But  1  know  that  the  class  of 
cases  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  al- 
ludes is  oftentimes  a  pretty  profitable  business; 
I  mean  the  sheep  slaughtering  business  for  hides 
and  tallow.  I  apprehend  that  the  business  of 
slaughtering  cattle,  except  in  times  of  exceedingly 
great  drought  in  California,  is  not  without  its 
profits.  It  costs  nothing  to  raise  cattle  there,  and 
the  hides  and  tallow  are  almost  entirely  profit. 
With  due  respect  to  the  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia, I  think  that  the  tax  of  forty  cents  will  not 
prove  to  be  a  very  onerous  tax  upon  this  interest. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Morrill's 
amcndmept  to  the  amendment;  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Cole's  amend- 
ment; and. the  Chairman  stated  that  it  was're- 
jected. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  that  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  California  be  reserved  until 
there  is  a  larger  attendance  of  members  present. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  amendment  was 
reserved. 

The  one  hundred  and  fii'st  section  of  the  bill 
was  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  101.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  person, 
firm,  company,  or  corporation,  owning,  or  possessing,  or 
having  the  care  or  nianagementof  any  railroad  or  railroads 
upon  which  steam  is  used  as  a  propelling  power,  or  of  any 
steamboat  or  other  vessel  propelled  by  steam  power,  shall 
be  subject  to  and  pay  a  duty  of  two  per  cent,  on  the  gross 
amount  of  all  the  receipts  of  such  railroad  or  railroa<ls  or 
steam  vessel  for  the  transportation  of  United  States  mails, 
freight,  express  freight,  and  passengers  over  and  upon  the 
same  ;  and  any  person  or  persons,  firms,  companies,  or  cor- 
porations owning  or  po>sessing,  or  having  the  care  or  man- 
agement, of  any  railroad  or  railroads,  using  any  other  povv<r 
than  steam  thereon,  or  owning,  possessiijg,  or  having  the 
care  or  management  of  any  furry-boat,  or  vessel  used  as  a 
ferry-boat,  propelled  by  steam  or  horse-power, shall  be  sub- 
ject to  and  pay  a  duty  of  two  per  cent,  upon  the  gross  receipts 
of  such  railroad  or  ferry-boat,  respectively,  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  United  States  mails,  freight,  express  freight,  and 
passengirs  pver  anil  upon  said  railroads,  steamboats,  and 
ferry-boats,  respectively  ;  ami  any  person  or  pt^rsons,  firms, 
companies,  or  corporations,  owning,  possessing,  or  Iniving 
the  care  or  management  of  any  bridge  authorized  by  law 
to  receive  toll  for  the  transit  of  passengers,  beasts,  car- 
riages, teams',  and  freight,  of  any  description,  over  such 
bridgi!,  shall  be  subject  to  and  pay  a  duty  of  five  per  cent, 
on  the  gross  amount  of  all  their  receipts  of  every  descrip- 
tion; and  the  owner,  possessor,  or  person  or  persons  having 
the  care  and  management  of  any  such  railroad,  steamboat, 
ferry-boat,  or  other  vessel,  or  iJridge,  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
within  five  days  after  the  end  of  each  and  every  monlli, 
make  a  list  or  return  in  duplicate  to  the  assistant  assessor 
of  the  district  within  wliich  such  owner,  possessor,  com- 
pany, or  corporation  may  have  his  or  its  place  of  business, 
or  where  any  such  railroad,  stiiamboat,  f^Mry-boat,  or  bridge 
is  located  or  belongs,  n'speclively,statingihe  gi'ossannjunt 
of  such  receipts  for  the  monlli  next  preceding,  which  re- 
turn shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  aftirnialion  of  such 
owner,  possessor,  manager,  agent,  or  other  proper  ofiioer, 
in  the  manner  and  form  to  be  prescribed  from  time  to  time 
bvUie  Commissioner  of  Jnternal  Revenue;  and  shall  also, 
within  the  time  prescribed  for  the  payment  of  duties  by 
inanufaeturers,  pay  to  the  collector  of  the  district  the  full 
amount  of  duties  which  have  accrued  on  such  receipts  for 
the  month  aforesaid ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  to 
make  said  lists  or  return  for  the  space  of  five  days  after 
such  return  should  be  made  as  aforesaid,  the  assessor  or 
assistant  assessor  shall  proceed  to  estimate  the  amount 
received  and  the  duties  payable  thereon,  as  hereinbefon; 
provided  in  other  cases  of  delinquency  to  make  return  for 
purposes  of  assessment;  and  forthc  purpose  of  makingsueh 
assessment,  or  of  ascertaining  the  correctness  of  any  such 
return,  the  books  of  any  such  person,  company,  or  corpo- 
ration shall  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  assessor  or 
assistant  ass(^ssor  on  his  di'iiiaml  or  reqnc^st  therefor;  and 
in  ease  of  neglect  or  rel'usal  to  pay  the  dulies  as  aforesaid, 
when  the  same  have  been  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  for  the 
spaei;  of  five  days  alter  the  same  shall  have  become  pay- 
aliie,  tin:  owner,  possessor,  or  person  having  the  managir- 
inciH,  as  atiiiesaid,  shall  jiay,  in  aildilion,  live  per  cent,  on 
the  amiitnit  of  sneh  duties;  ami  for  any  attempt,  know 
ingly.  Ill  evade  the  paymciilof  such  dulies,  the  said  owner, 


possessor,  or  person  having  the  care  or  management  as 
aforesaid,  shall  bo  liable  to  pay  a  penalty  of  .$1, 000  (or  every 
such  attempt,  to  be  recovered  as  provided  in  this  act  for 
the  recovery  of  penalties;  and -all  provisions  of  this  act 
in  relation  to  liens  and  collections  by  distraint,  not  incom- 
patible herewith,  shall  apply  to  this  section  anil  llieobject:^ 
therein  embraced:  Prorided.  That  all  such  per.-uns,  com- 
panies, and  corporations  shall  have  the  riglit  to  add  the 
duty  or  tax  imposed  hereby  to  their  rates  of  fan'  whenever 
their  liability  thereto  may  commence,  any  limitations  vvhicU 
may  exist  by  law  or  by  agreement  with  any  person  or  com- 
pany which  may  have  paid  or  be  liable  to  pay  such  fare  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  words,  "  the  assessor  or 
assistant  assessor  shall  proceed  to  estimate  the 
amount  received,  and  the  duties  payable  thereon, 
as  hereinbefore  provided  in  other  cases  of  delin- 
quency to  make  return  fur  purposes  of  assess- 
ment;" and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words,  "  the 
assessment  and  collection  shall  be  made  as  in  the 
general  provisions  of  this  act." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  move  to  amend  the  section  by 
increasing  the  duty  of  two  per  cent,  imposed  on 
the  gross  receipts  of  railroads  or  ferry-boats  to 
three  per  cent.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  as 
good  a  test  as  we  can  have  of  the  propriety  of 
raising  a  large  tax.  These  railroads  are  overall 
the  country.  In  my  State  the  railroads  are  valued 
at  ten  per  cent,  of  the  entire  valuation,  and  I  sup- 
pose that  is  the  general  average.  The  tax,  there- 
fore, is  not  sectional.  It  does  not  apply  to  any 
special  interest  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other  in- 
terest. Besides,  in  almost  every  instance  the  rail- 
roads have  the  power  to  shift  the  tax  upon  their 
customers,  thus  equalizing  it  on  the  whole  com- 
munity. We  know  that  the  tax  of  three  per 
cent,  imposed  by  the  last  Congress  on  railroad 
passengers  was  almost  invariably  paid  by  the 
passengers,  and  not  by  the  railroad  companies, 
riie  railroad  companies  actually  made  money  by 
the  tax  by  increasing  the  rates  on  passengers  to 
much  more  than  the  amount  of  the  tax.  If  the 
tax  of  thi'ee  per  cent,  is  imposed  on  freight  it  will 
somewhat  more  than  double  our  revenue  from 
that  source.  The  freight  list  is  about  doulile  the 
passenger  list.  If  so,  so  much  the  butter.  There 
is  an  actual  necessity  upon  us  that  we  should 
triple  the  present  income  from  internal  revenue. 
If  the  amendment  which  I  offer  will  bring  about 
that  result,  then  the  railroad  interest  will  pay 
simply  its  proportion. 

We  all  understand,  Mr.  Chairinan,  that  the 
railroad  interest,  for  the  last  two  years,  has  prof- 
ited exceedingly  by  the  condition  of  the  couiUry — 
that  thePe  is  no  interest,  not  even  excluding  the 
manufacturing  interest,  that  has  been  so  largely 
profited  by  the  war  as  the  railroad  interest.  I 
Know  it  is  said  that  the  tax  of  two  |ier  cent,  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
the  gross  receipts  of  railroads  is  equal  to  five 
per  cent,  on  the  net  receipts.  The  proposition  is 
quite  true.  But  the  tax  on  manufactures  of  five 
per  cent,  is  also  a  tax  on  gross  receipts,  and  that 
is  very  much  more  than  a  tax  often  per  cent,  on 
the  net  receipts.  In  any  point  of  view,  if  we  are 
in  earnest  in  our  desire  to  raise  a  large  ainount  of 
revenue,  we  will  lay  this  tax.  It  is  easily  collect- 
ible. The  railroad  interest  is  a  very  large  one, 
being  very  nearly  ten  per  cent.,  by  the  census,  of 
the  whole  taxable  valuation  of  the  country,  run- 
ning up  to  some  5|1, 100,000,000. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  only  de- 
sire that  we  shall  act  with  a  proper  understand- 
ing of  the  question.  1  am  entirely  indifferent  as 
to  what  amount  shall  be  imposed,  but  I  do  desire 
that  we  shall  do  justice  to  all  interests.  We  can- 
not expect  that  these  taxes  will  be  entirely  satis- 
factory to  all  people,  but  it  is  important  that  we 
show  we  aie  not  disposed  to  crush  out  any  in- 
terest and  favor  any  other. 

Our  railroads  are  so  situated  that  they  are  com- 
pelled to  compete  with  other  means  of  transporta- 
tion, over  which  we  have  no  control.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  railroads  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
there  is  a  long  line  of  canal  running  parallel.  And 
the  sameinay  be  said  of  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
Ohio,  and  Indiana,  and  other  States.  In  many 
instances  these  canals  are  owned  by  the  States, 
and  cannot  be  reached  by  any  legislation  on  our  . 
part. 

Now,  it  is  true  that  these  railroad  corporations 
haven  larjife  amount  of  capital  invested.  IJiit  what 
is  the  fact  in  reference  to  that.''     Wcnot  only  tax 
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them  on  the  amount  invested  in  these  railroads, 
not  oiil',/  upon  their  capital,  but  also  upon  their 
indebtedness.  And  niaiiy  of  them  are  indebted 
to  the  amount  of  three  times  the  capital  invested. 
We  tax  them  upon  every  dollar  that  is  paid  out, 
and  we  propose  in  this  bill  to  increase  the  rate 
largely.  We  impose  upon  them  a  tax  of  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  upon  their  gross  receipts.  Here- 
tofore the  tax  has  only  been  paid  upon  passen- 
gers. It  is  admitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
that  this  tax  may  increase  the  revenue  one  hun- 
dred per  cent.  1  think  at  least  that  amount  will 
be  derived.  Upon  many  of  the  railroads  the 
amount  received  for  freights  much  exceeds  that 
received  for  passengers.  Andvve  not  only  tax 
them  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  their  gross- 
receipts,  bat  also  five  per  cent,  on  their  net  profits. 

Now,  under  these  circumstances,  with  these 
canals,  and  with  this  long  road  running  through 
Canada,  driving  as  sharp  a  competition  as  ever 
was  driven  by  any  corporation,  and  supported 
by  bounties  from  its  own  Government,  I  think  it 
would  be  perhaps  unwise  to  exceed  two  and  a 
half  per  cent.  I  believe  that  is  the  utmost  limit 
to  which  we  can  safely  go. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  by 
striking  out  "  three"  and  inserting  "  two." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  amendment  is  now 
in  order. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  desire,  then,  to  make  a 
suggestion  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Morrill]  who  has  this  bill  in  charge.  There 
are  one  or  two  amendments  that  ought  to  be  made 
to  this  section  very  important  in  their  character, 
as  I  believe,  not  only  in  respect  to  fixing  the  rate  of 
percentage  to  be  levied  upon  the  gross  earnings 
of  these  roads,  but  in  respect  to  the  proviso 
which  comes  in  at  the  close  of  the  section.  And 
I  propose,  if  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  has  no 
objection,  that  this  section  shall  be  passed  over 
until  we  have  a  full  committee  present. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     1  have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  section  was  accordingly  passed  over  hu 
formally. 

Mr.  SMITHERS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  committee  to  amend  section  one  hun- 
dred, which  we  have  passed,  by  inserting  in 
the  ninth  line,  after  the  word  "  sheep, "the  words 
"  and  lambs,"  so  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  butch- 
ers, &,c.,  to  return  the  number  of  lambs  slaugh- 
tered, as  well  as  sheep,  swine,  &c. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     That  is  right. 

The  amendment  was,  by  unanimous  consent, 
received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  suppose  tliat  any  amend- 
ments whatever  will  be  in  order  when  we  come 
to  return  again  to  the  one  hundred  and  first  sec- 
tion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  whole  section  will 
be  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  It  strikes 
me  that  an  amendment  ought  to  be  made  to  section 
one  hundred  and  one;  and  although  it  is  not  now 
before  the  committee,  1  may  as  well  suggest  it. 
1  notice  that  these  railroad  companies  are  to  be 
taxed  upon  the  price  of  carrying  the  mails.  Now, 
when  tiiey  made  contracts  last  March  to  carry 
these  mails  for  a  stipulated  price,  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  wrong  for  the  Government  to  reduce  this 
price  by  putting  tax  upon  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  will  be  in  order  to 
amend  that  section  when  the  committee  returns 
to  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  three  by  inserting  in  the  sec- 
ond line,  after  the  word  "  one,"  the  words  "  and 
a  half."  [  move  also  to  insert  in  line  twenty- 
one,  after  the  word  "  received,"  the  words  "  and 
assessments  collected;" also,  to  change  the  word 
'*  premium"  to  "  premiums." 

The  section  as  amended  would  then  read: 

Sec.  10;J.  JimlUeil  further  enacted,  That  lliorn  shall  lie 
levied,  collrctBil,  and  paiil  a  duly  of  one  and  a  halt' por 
cent,  upon  the  grO!<H  receiplKOI'  preniliiins,nr  asj^csMnuMils 
for  insurance  from  loss  or  damage  by  lire  or  by  llie  p(;rils 
of  Uie  sea,  made  by  every  insurance  company,  whcilicr 
iidand  or  marine  or  fire  insurance  company,  and  by  every 
asHoelallon  or  individual  engaged  In  the  business  of  insur- 
ance against  Iohs  or  daniaac  by  fire  or  by  the  perils  of  lh« 
sea;  and  by  every  ptrwon,  firm,  company,  or  corjioration, 
who  shall  i.-isufi  licUels  or  contracts  of  insurance  against 
Injury  to  persons  while  iravcliiig  liy  land  or  water;  and  n 
like  linty  Khnll  be  paid  by  thir  agejitofany  loreiRn  insurance 
company  having  an  otjicc  or  doing  business  within  tlie 
United  •StiitcH;  and  that  the  caid  person,  tirin,  company, 
°  irnxociation,  or  corporation  cnga^eU  in  the  husinei<N  of  in- 


surance as  above  defined,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  pro- 
vision?, rules,  and  penalties  as  are  prescribed  for  the  per- 
sons, firms,  companies,  or  corporations  owning  or  possess- 
ing or  liaving  the  management  of  railroads,  steamboats, 
and  ferry-boats;  and  that  in  the  account  or  return  thus  re- 
quired to  be  rendered  they  shall  state  the  amount  insured, 
renewed,  or  continued,  tlie  gross  amount  of  premiums  re- 
ceived and  assessments  eollccled,  and  the  duties  by  law 
accruing  thereon  for  the  quarter  then  next  preceding. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man whether  that  section  covers  life  insurance 
companies. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     It  does. 

I  move  to  insert  as  a  heading  previous  to  sec- 
tion otH!  hundred  and  four  the  word  "  passports." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  move  to  amend  the  one 
hundred  and  fourth  section  by  striking  out  the 
word  "three"  in  the  third  lineandinserting  "five" 
in  lieu  thereof,  so  that  the  section  will  read: 

Sec.  104.  wjnrf  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  every  pass- 
port issued  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  there 
shall  be  paid  the  sum  of  five  dollars;  which  amount  may 
be  paid  to  any  collector  appointed  under  this  act,  and  his 
receipt  therefor  shall  be  forwarded  with  the  application  for 
such  passport  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  any 
agent  appointed  by  him.  And  the  collectors  shall  account 
for  all  moneys  received  for  passports  in  the  manner  herein- 
before provided,  and  a  like  amount  shall  be  paid  for  every 
passport  issued  by  any  minister  or  consul  of  the  United 
States,  wlio  shall  account  therefor  to  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  This  matter  was  very  thor- 
oughly considered  in  committee. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  whether  the  committee  took  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  a  great  many  people  are 
willing  to  go  abroad  on  account  of  ill-health  and 
on  account  of  the  draft?  I  would  make  them  pay 
five  dollars  for  a  passport. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  would  suggest  to  my  col- 
league that  that  class  of  people  go  to  Canada  and 
to  England,  where  no  passports  are  required.  We 
shall  lose  money  bv  this  operation. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  1  would  make  them  pay 
five  doUai-s  anyhow. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  move  to  insert  in  section  one 
hundred  and  five,  in  relation  to  telegraph  com- 
panies, after  the  word  "  corporationS,"in  the  sev- 
enth line,  the  words,  "  at  the  rates  or  tariff  for 
messages  now  charged,  and  an  additional  duty  of 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  gross  receipts  upon  all  in- 
crease of  rales  that  may  hereafter  be  charged  for 
the  transmission  of  messages."  I  will  say  that 
this  amendment  comes  from  a  gentleman  who  is 
largely  interested  in  telegraph  stock,  and  who 
states  a  fact  which  is  very  well  known  to  the  peo- 
ple, that  telegraph  stock  is  the  most  remunerative 
stock  in  the  country. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  afraid  my  friend  has  a 
spite  against  the  telegraph  lines  in  his  own  State. 
This  is  certainly  a  very  singular  proposition.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  adopted.  We  have  done  in 
this  instance  what  we  have  hardly  done  in  any 
other.  We  have  imposed  a  tax  of  five  per  cent, 
on  the  gross  receipts.  Now,  let  these  gentlemen 
manage  their  own  business.  If  they  choose  to 
curtail  it  by  increasing  their  prices  let  them  do  so, 
and  if  they  choose  to  let  the  prices  remain  as  they 
are  let  them  do  so. 

Mr.  UPSON.  Why  did  not  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  allow  tiie  railroad  companies  to 
manage  their  own  business.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  For  the  reason  that  they  are 
limited  by  their  charter.s. 

Mr.  PIKE.  1  have  looked  through  this  bill 
from  one  end  to  the  other.  I  look  upon  this 
amendment  in  a  revenue  light  and  in  no  other. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  that,  by  unanimous 
consent,  this  question  be  passed  over  until  a  quo- 
■  rum  is  present. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  amend  the  section 
in  regard  to  lotteries  by  striking  out  the  word 
"two,"  in  the  fourth  line,  and  inserting  "  five" 
in  lieu  thereof;  so  that  it  will  read: 

Tiiatall  and  every  individual,  partnership,  fiyiii,  and  as- 
sociation, being  proprietors,  managers,  or  agents  of  lawful 
lotteries,  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  a  tax  of  five  per  cent,  on 
the  gross  amount  of  the  receipts  from  the  said  business,  &c. 

I'ho  amendment, was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  now  to  insert  after 
the  word  "  return,"  in  line  seven,  the  words  "  in 
duplicate  to  the  assistant  assessor." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     I  am  instructed  by  the 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the 
section  in  relation  to  lotteries: 

Provided,  Tliat  the  managers  ofany  sanitary  fair,  or  ofany 
charitable,  benevolent,  or  religions  association  may  apply 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  and  present  to 
him  proofs  that  the  proceeds  of  any  contemplated  lottery, 
raffle,  or  gift  enterprise  will  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  sick 
or  wounded  soldiers,  or  to  some  charitable  use,  and  there- 
upon the  Commissioner  shall  grant  a  permit  to  hold  such  ' 
lottery,  raffle,  or  gift  enterprise,  and  such  sanitary  fairs  or 
charitable  or  benevolent  associations  shall  be  exempt  from 
all  charges,  whether  for  tax  or  license,  in  respect  of  such 
lottery,  raffle,  or  gift  enterprise. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  whether  it  is  not  better  to 
put  the  powerinto  thehands  of  the  collector  of  the 
district. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  It  was  thought  advisa- 
ble by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner  of  Inter- 
nal Revenue.  Personally,  I  would  be  willing  to 
leave  ititi  the  hands  of  the  collector.  The  amend- 
ment is  only  intended  to  meet  those  cases  where 
fairs  are  got  up  for  the  benefit  of  sick  ai^d 
wounded  soldiers,  or  for  orphan  asylums,  and 
where  it  is  desired  to  get  up  these  little  ruffles. 
By  the  law,  as  it  stood,  it  was  necessary  not  only 
to  put  a  large  stamp  on  this  thing,  but  to  pay 
largely  for  the  license.  It  is  intended  to  relieve 
such  cases  as  these  from  the  operations  of  the  act. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  suggests  that  the 
word  "  commissioner"  should  be  stricken  out, 
and  the  words  "  collector  of  the  district"  inserted, 
I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  move  that  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  rise  to 
oppose  the  amendment.  If  I  understand  the 
proposition  thei-e  will  have  to  be  some  adjudica- 
tion as  to  what  is  a  charitable  purpose.  Let  us 
have  some  uniformity  about  this  thing.  What  is 
esteemed  charity  in  New  England  may  not  be 
esteemed  charity  in  the  West.  We  all  have  our 
notions  of  charity.  Let  us  have  some  rule  about 
this  and  not  leave  it  to  collectors,  who  are  not  a 
very  charitable  sort  of  people.  I  would  prefer  to 
see  it  in  the  iiands  of  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
ternal Revenue,  and  let  him  lay  down  some  rules 
and  regulations  by  which  these  matters  will  be 
governed.  I  do  not  like  to  speak  of  certain  col- 
lectors, but  I  am  satisfied  that  charity  would  not 
be  in  very  good  hands  in  theirs. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Inasmuch  as  there  may  be 
some  force  in  this  view,  I  suggest  the  insertion  of 
the  words  "subject  to  such  general  rules  as  the 
Commissioner  may  establish." 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  That  is  not  necessary. 
It  can  apply  only  in  a  few  cases;  and  it  is  a  mat- 
ter in  which  discretion  should  be  exercised. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  If  you 
open  the  door  to  all  these  religious  people,  and 
make  it  lawful  (iir  them  to  gamble  in  this  kind  of 
way,  they  will  be  at  it  eternally. 

Mr.  Boutwell's  amendmentto  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Pendleton's 
amendment  as  amended;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  move  to  amend  th.e  section 
by  adding  to  it  the  tollowing  proviso: 

Provided  further,  'J'hat  nothing  in  this  section  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  legalize  any  lottery, 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  call  attention  to  the  lan- 
guage used  ill  the  first  part  of  the  section,  "man- 
agers or  agents  of  lawful  lotteries." 

Mr.  UPSON.  That  very  expression  is  one 
reason  why  my  amendment  should  be  adopted; 
for  it  seems  to  recognize  that  there  may  be  a 
lawful  lottery. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  some  States  lotteries  are 
recognized,  and  unless  so  recognized  they  are  not, 
under  this  bill,  deemed  legal.  In  other  words, 
they  are  not,  recognized  as  legal  by  the  law  of  the 
United  Slates. 

Mr.  UPSON.  This  very  clause  seems  to  rec- 
ognize that  there  are  lawful  lotteries;  otherwise 
nothing  can  be  taken  under  this  section. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  now  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  word  "lawful."  Tlu;  amend- 
ment just  adopted  renders  the  use  of  that  word 
unnecessary. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  amend  the  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  word  "religious."  There 
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is  something  very  inconf>;ruous.,  in  my  mind,  in 
coonecliiig  lotteries  and  raffles  witli  religious  so- 
cieties. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  It  is  not  in  order  to  move  to 
strike  out  anything  whicii  t!ie  committee  has  al- 
ready ordered  to  be  inserted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  on  page 
151  by  insertiiigafier  the  word  "same"  the  words 
"  in  duplicate. " 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  amend  the  same 
section  in  line  twenty-five  by  striicing  out  the 
words  "  and  at"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  "  within  ten  days  after." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  same 
section  in  lin§  thirty-five  by  striking  out  the  word 
"thirty"  and  inserting  instead  the  word  "  ten." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  fifty-two  I  move  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  thirty  "and  in- 
serting the  word  "  ten." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  thirty-six  I  move  to 
insert  after  the  word  "  payable"  the  words  "  atjd 
have  been  demanded." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  in  the  fifty- 
fifth  line,  after  the  word  "dollars,"  the  word 
"annually." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  1  move  to  strike  out  after  the 
word  "  provided,"  in  the  forty-eighth  line,  the 
words,  "  that  in  all  cases  where  the  rate  or  price 
of  advertising  is  fixed  by  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  Slate,  orTerritory,itshall  be  lawful  for  the 
company,  person,  or  persons  publishing  said  ad- 
vertisements to  add  the  duty  or  tax  imposed  by 
this  act  to  the  price  of  said  advertisements,  any 
lawas  aforesaid  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

The  section,  as  amended,  would  then  read  as 
follows: 

Sec.  110.  .^nil  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  levied,  collected,  and  paid  by  any  person  or  persons, 
fiiiii,  or  company,  publishing  any  new^^paper,  magazine, 
review,  or  other  literary,  scientific,  or  news  publication, 
issued  periodically,  on  the  gross  receipts  for  all  advertise- 
ments, or  all  matters  for  the  insertion  of  whicli  in  said 
newspaper  or  otlter  publication,  as  aforesaid,  or  in  extras, 
supplements,  sheets,  (jr  fly-leaves  accompanying  the  same, 
pay  is  required  or  received,  a  duty  of  three  per  cent. ;  and 
the  person  or  persons,  firm,  or  company,  owning,  possess- 
ing, or  liaving  the  care  or  management  of  any  and  every 
such  newspaper  or  other  publication,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
make  a  list  or  return  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  April,  July, 
and  October  of  each  year,  containing  the  gross  amount  of 
receipts  as  aforesaid,  and  theaniountof  duties  which  have 
accrued  thereon,  and  render  the  same  in  duplicate  to  the 
assistant  assessor  of  the  respective  districts  where  such 
newspapei,  magazine,  review,  or  other  literary  or  news 
publication  is  or  may  be  published,  which  list  or  return 
shall  have  annexed  a  declaration,  under  oath  or  atiirma- 
tion,  to  be  made  according  to  the  manner  and  form  which 
may  be  from  time  to  time  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner 
of  internal  Revenue,  of  the  owner,  possessor,  or  person 
having  the  care  or  management  of  sucli  newspaper,  maga- 
zine, review,  or  other  publication,  as  aforesaid,  that  the 
same  is  true  and  correct,  and  shall  also  quarterly,  within 
ten  days  alter  the  time  of  making  said  list  or  return,  pay 
to  the  collector  or  deputy  collector  of  the  district,  as  afore- 
said, the  full  ainountof  said  duties;  and  in  case  of  neglect 
or  refusal  to  comply  with  any  of  the  provisions  contained 
in  tills  section,  or  to  make  and  render-said  list  or  return, 
as  aforesaid,  for  the  space  of  ten  days  after  the  time  when 
said  list  or  return  ought  to  have  been  made,  as  aforesaid, 
the  assistant  assessors  of  the  respective  districts  sliall  pro- 
ceed to  estimate  the  duties,  as  heretofore  provided  in  other 
cases  of  delinquency ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay 
the  duties,  as  aforesaid,  for  the  space  of  ten  days  after  said 
duties  become  due  and  payable  and  have  been  demanded, 
said  owner,  possessor,  or  person  or  persons  having  the  care 
or  management  of  said  newspapers  or  publications,  as  albre- 
Baid,  shall  pay,  in  addition  thereto,  a  penalty  of  live  per  cent. 
on  iheamountdue;  and  incaseoffraud  orevasion,  whereby 
the  revenue  is  attempted  to  be  defrauded,  or  the  duty  with- 
held, said  owners,  possessors,  or  person  or  persons  having 
the  care  or  management  of  said  newspapers  or  other  pub- 
lications, as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  penalty  of 
$500  for  each  offense,  or  for  any  sum  fraudulently  unac- 
counted for;  and  all  provisions  in  this  .act  in  relation  to 
liens,  assessments,  and  collection,  not  incompatible  here- 
with, shiiU  apply  to  this  section  and  the  objects  herein 
embraced  :  Provided,  'i'lial  the  receipts  for  advertisements 
to  the  amount  of  .'{(.■IjOOO  annually,  by  any  person  or  persons, 
firm,  or  company ,  publishing  any  newspaper,  magazine,  re- 
view, or  other  literary,  scientific,  news  publication,  issued 
periodically,  shall  be  exempt  from  duty:  ^nd  pro  aided 
further,  'i'liat  all  newspapers  whose  circulation  does  not 
exceed  two  thousand  copies  shall  be  exempted  from  all 
taxes  for  advertisements. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  offer  this  amendment  be- 
cause there  are  very  few  newspapers  in  the  coun- 


try that  can  have  the  benefit  of  these  advertise- 
ments; and  it  is  well  known  that  the  rate  paid  for 
these  legal  advertisements  is  so  high  as  to  cr«ate 
a  very  strong  competition  among  the  different  pa- 
pers to  obtain  them.  There  is  not  a  paper  in  the 
country  that  is  not  competing  for  these  advertise- 
ments, and  thei-e  seems  to  me  no  reason  why  they 
should  be  exempted  from  taxation. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  the  rates  allowed  by  the  United  States  for 
printing  the  laws  are  very  low  indeed,  and  it  is 
hardly  fair  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  after 
fixing  the  rate  of  printing,  to  require  a  part  of  it 
to  be  paid  back  to  them. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  will  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
that  in  several  of  the  States  the  rates  paid  for  these 
advertisements  are  very  liberal. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  desire  to  say  that,  so  far  as 
the  State  I  ifi  part  represent  is  concerned,  the  rates 
paid  are  very  liberal  indeed;  and  it  is  well  known 
the  rates  paid  by  the  General  Governrnent  are 
liberal;  and  ifitshall  so  occur  that  in  any  State  the 
rate  paid  is  not  sufficient  to  allow  of  this  taxation, 
it  will  be  very  easy  to  increase  it  to  that  amount. 
I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow  this  section  to  be 
passed  over  until  we  have  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Very  well. 

The  section  was  accordingly  passed  over  in- 
formally. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  There  is  another  part  of  the 
section  just  passed  over,  which,  as  amended  by 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  enforces  a  penally 
of  five  per  cent,  additional  if  the  amount  of  the 
tax  is  not  paid  within  ten  days  after  it  becomes 
due.  The  time  fixed  in  the  bill,  as  reported,  was 
thirty  days,  but  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  cut 
it  down  to  ten.  Now,  that  may  work  a  very 
great  hardship  in  many  cases.  The  gentleman 
very  well  knows  that  it  often  happens  that  both 
the  editor  and  the  publisher  of  a  countiy  news- 
paper will  be  ofT  away  from  the  place  of  publi- 
cation for  ten  days  at  a  time. 

Mr.  KASSON.  The  provision  is  ten  days 
after  being  demanded. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  Leaving  notice  at  the  place  of 
business  will  be  a  sufficient  demand. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  the  first  place  they  are 
allowed  ten  days  to  make  their  returns,  then  if 
they  shall  not  within  ten  days  after  make  their 
returns,  a  notice  of  ten  days  is  to  be  given  to  the 
delinquent,  after  wliich  the  penalty  is  to  be  en- 
forced. The  gentleman  will  see  that  thirty  days 
are  allowed. 

Mr.  BLAINE.     I  think  the  time  is  too  short. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  think  it  is  ample. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  And  I  believe  that  there  is  no 
single  tax  imposed  in  this  bill  which  will  be  found 
more  onerous  than  this  tax  upon  advertisements. 
The  gentleman  will  recollect  that  these  country 
papers  cannot  force  people  to  advertise  at  any 
price  they  may  see  fit  to  charge.  They  have  to 
take  them  as  they  can  get  them.  It  is  not  with 
them  as  with  railroads,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  is  afraid  of  taxing  too  lieavily.  They 
cannot  force  the  community  to  patronize  them. 
I  repeat,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  single  item 
in  this  tax  bill  which  will  bear  more  heavily  upon 
the  class  of  people  to  which  it  applies  than  this. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Allow  me  to  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  that  he  should  not  scold  the  House. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  BLAINE.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts set  the  example  the  otiier  day,  and  I 
ought  to  be  indulged  in  it  a  little. 

Seriously  I  object  to  this  amendment,  and  I 
move  to  reconsider. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  cannot  be  done  in 
committee. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  reply,  I  merely  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Blaine]  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  As 
1  understand  the  matter,  very  few  of  the  papers 
in  his  State — perhaps  I  may  except  the  one  which 
he  edits — are  subject  to  any  tax  under  this  pro- 
vision. We  specially  exempt  those  which  have 
an  income  not  exceeding  a  thousand  dollars,  and 
we  exempt  all  which  have  not  a  circulation  of  two 
thousand.  Now,  there  are  very  few  papers  in  his 
State,  I  imagine,  outside  of  the  cities,  which  have 
a  circulation  of  two  thousand. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  There  are  a  good  many;  and 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  no  connection  with  any 
paper  under  the  sun. 


Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
This  debate  is  not  in  order,  as  there  is  no  amend- 
ment pending. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order. 

Section  one  hundred  and  eleven  was  read,  as 
follows: 

Jind  be  it  further  cnaeted,  Tliat  any  person,  firm,  or  cor- 
poration, or  the  manager  or  agent  thereof,  owning,  pos- 
sessing, or  leasing  or  hawng  the  care  or  manngemeut  of 
any  theater,  opera,  circus,  museum,  or  other  place  or  build- 
ing where  dramatic  or  operatic  npresentations,  plays,  or 
performances,  or  musical  entertainments  are  opened  to  the 
public  for  pay,  orwliere  feats  of  horscnmiisliip  or  acrobatic 
sports  are  exhibited,  but  not  including  halls  rented  or  used 
for  occasional  concerts  or  theatrical  representations,  shall 
be  subject  to  and  pay  a  duty  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  gross 
amount  of  all  receipts  derived  by  such  person,  firm,  com- 
pany, or  corporation  from  such  representations,  plays,  or 
performances,  or  musical  entertainments,  andshiill  within 
five  days  after  the  end  of  each  and  every  inonth  make  a  list 
or  relurn  to  the  assistant  assessor  of  the  district  in  which 
any  theater,  opera,  circus,  museum,  or  other  place  or  build- 
ing as  aforesaid  is  located,  respectively,  stating  the  gross 
amount  of  sucli  receipts  for  the  month  next  preceding,  &c. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  of  line  thi-ee  the  words  "possessing  or  leas- 
ing" and  inserting  "  conducting." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  in  lines  four  and  five 
to  strike  out  the  words  "  place  or  buildings  whei-e" 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  public  ex- 
hibition or." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  of  line 
six  the  word  "  or"  wherever  it  occurs. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  of  lines 
six  and  seven  the  words  "  are  opened  to  the  pub- 
lic for  pay,  or  where." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  in  line 
eight  by  inserting  after  the  word  "sports"  the 
words  "  whieh  are  opened  to  the  public  for  pay," 
and  by  striking  out  the  words  "  are  exhibited." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  of  lines 
eight  and  nine  the  words  "  halls  rented  or  used 
for  occasional,"  and  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  concerts"  the  words  "  exhibitions,  lectures,  or 
exhibitions  of  works  of  art." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  also  move  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  or  theatrical  representations"  in  line 
nine. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "or"  before  the  word  "per- 
formance," and  by  inserting"  exhibitions"  after 
the  same  word. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  respectively,"  in  line  seventeen,  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  where  such  play, 
performance,  entertainment,  or  exhibition  has 
been  opened  as  aforesaid." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  move  to  amend  (his  section  by 
striking  out  "  one"  and  inserting  "five,"  so  that 
these  pcrfoimances  shall  pay  five  percent,  of  their 
gross  receipts.  You  have  taxed  bridge  companies, 
and  telegraph  companies,  aiid  many  other  com- 
panies five  per  cent.  Now,  if  theaters  cannot  pay 
as  much,  the  sooner  they  go  under  the  better. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Our  object  is  to  get  revenue, 
and  not  to  compel  these  places  of  amusement 
entirely  to  close  their  doors.  There  is  a  vast  dif- 
ference between  this  case  and  the  cases  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa.  In  the  case  of 
bridge  and  telegraph  companies  their  receipts  ai'e 
mainly  profits.  In  the  case  of  theaters,  museums, 
plays,  and  amusements,  at  least  ninety-five  per 
cent,  of  their  receipts  are  laid  out  in  expenses  in 
conducting  the  establishment,  in  rents,  in  pay  of 
performers,  &c.,  so  that  they  do  not  present  a 
parallel  case  at  all  with  bridge  and  telegraph  com- 
panies. In  this  case  the  tax  is  qijite  as  burden- 
some, perhaps  vnore  so,  than  it  is  in  the  other 
case. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  1  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting "  four"  in  place  of  "one."  I  notice,  air, 
as  has  been  said  by  my  colleague,  that  telegraph 
rompanipf)  and  l^ridgecompanies  Iiave  been  taxed 
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largely,  and  wp  have  gone  so  fur  as  to  tax  a  man 
whokills  a  Iamb  toeat  five  percent.  Thiit  touches 
mo  where  1  live.  And  now  you  propose  to  tax 
theaters  one  percent.  What  did  I  read  the  other 
day  in  the  New  York  jiapers.'  Tliat  the  gross 
receipts  of  (lie  theaters  in  Naw  York  alone  are  not 
less  than  §20,000  a  night.  Now  I  propose  that 
we  shall  place  a  tax  upon  those  who  go  to  the, 
cities  for  the  purpose  of  spending  their  money. 
To  say  tliat  we  shall  tax  them  only  one  per  cent. 
is  absolutely  absurd. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  would 
inquire  of  the  gentleman  whether  his  amendment 
includes  "Canterbury  Hail.'"     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  that  establishment.  Perhaps  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  can  tell  me. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  It  is  suggested  that  we  make 
it  two  per  cent.  I  am  willing  lo  agree  to  that, 
although  1  think  it  too  high. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  will  consent  to  three  per 
cent. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  strike 
out  "  four"  and  insert  "  two." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  to  strike  out 
the  proviso  to  that  section.  I  do  not  see  the  pro- 
priety of  requiring  a  man  whose  income  depends 
upon  liquor  to  pay  five  per  cent,  on  his  income, 
while  the  man  whose  income  is  derived  from  in- 
terest upon  the  notes  and  securities  of  the  United 
States  pays  only  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  I  think 
that  a  very  unjust  and  unequal  distinction.  I 
therefore  move  to  strike  out  that  proviso. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  sole  object  of  this  pro- 
vision is  to  induce  parties  to  take  the  bonds  of 
the  United  States.  If  we  raise  the  tax  upon  them 
now  we  would  seem  to  violate  the  pledge  that 
those  who  took  these  bonds  should  not  be  taxed 
over  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  I  do  not  myself 
suppose  that  the  United  States  are  prohibited  from 
taxing  these  securities;  but  yet  at  a  time  when 
we  are  desirous  above  all  things  of  inducing  par- 
ties to  invest  in  these  bonds,  it  would  be  bad 
policy  to  propose  to  tax  them  higher. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  suggest  to  my  friend  from  Ver- 
mont that  this  is  a  very  important  section  of  the 
bill.  I  would  like  to  offer  an  amendment,  but 
there  is  palpably  no  quorum  here,  and  I  do  not 
wish  to  break  up  the  committee.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  section  will  be  passed  over  informally. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Farnsvvorth's 
amendment;  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  strikingout  "  two  and  ahalf"and 
inserting  "  five." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  submit  that  that  amend- 
ment proposes  to  do  exactly  what  the  committee 
has  decided  not  to  do.  It  would  make  the  pro- 
viso a  perfect  nullity. 

The  CtlAlRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  that  this 
is  precisi'ly  the  question  upon  which  the  commit- 
tee has  just  pas.s(<l. 

Mr.  J.  C.ALLEN.  I  will  move,  then,  to  strike 
out  "  two  and  a  half"  and  insert  "  four." 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  bill  jiurports  to  be  a  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  revenue.  If  it  be  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
make  this  a  revenue  bill,  they  ought  not  to  exempt 
this  class  of  securities  from  taxation.  They  tax 
the  liquors  of  the  country,  they  tax  a  man  upon 
the  moni'y  he  invests  in  lands,  they  tax  a  man 
upon  his  income,  no  matter  whence  derived,  and 
there  is  ncitiierjuslice  nor  reason  in  refusing  to  lax 
an  income  derived  from  interest  on  United  States 
bonds.  The  man  who  owns  that  species  of  prop- 
erty cnjoysan  advantage  over  tiiose  who  own  any 
other  class  of  properly.  He  receives,  semi-an- 
nually, his  inti;restin  gold  and  silver,  and  that  is 
exempt  from  taxation  by  the  State  in  wiiich  he 
lives.  1  tell  you  that  if  you  pass  this  ljill,and  ex- 
empt these  investments  from  taxation,  you  will 
raise  an  indignation  overthis country  throughout 
its  length  and  breadth  that  you  will  not  see  quieted 
so  long  as  that  law  remains  upon  the  statute-book. 
Tliose  bonds,  when  they  pass  from  the  Govern- 
ment into  the  hands  of  individuals,  are  no  longer 
the  property  of  the  Government.  They  tire  the 
property  of  the  individual, on  which  he  (lerivesan 
income,  on  which  he  ought  to  pay, and  on  which, 
if  vou  deal  justly,  you  will  compel  him  to  pay,  the 


saine  amount  of  tax  which  has  to  be  paid  on  any 

other  income.  I  must  enter  my  jirotcst  against  ex- 
empting those  who  see  fit  to  invest  their  money  in 
Government  securities  from  that  taxation  which 
is  imposed  on  incomes  derived  from  other  sources. 
The  capitalist  who  invests  his  money  in  these 
bonds,  who  dravv^s  his  interest,  his  dividends  on 
his  bank  stock,  would  be  thus  exempted,  while 
you  would  wrench  from  the  laboring  man  who 
tills  the  soil  or  labors  in  his  workshop  the  means 
on  which  you  propose  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment. If  the  Government  credit  cannot  be  sus- 
tained in  any  other  way,  then  let  the  Government 
credit  go. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret  that 
my  friend  from  Illinois,  who  has  hitherto  in  the 
progress  of  this  bill  seemed  to  concur  in  those 
measures  which  would  best  sustain  the  credit  of 
the  Government,  has  seen  fit  to  attempt  here  to 
make  a  speech  which  appeals  to  general  opposi- 
tion to  taxation.  In  the  very  bill  that  weare  con- 
sidering the  great  mass  of  the  revenues  of  labor 
of  the  country  are  entirely  exempted  from  taxa- 
tion. There  are  very  few  of  that  class  of  men 
who  are  reached  by  the  income  tax,  or  in  any 
other  manner  whatever.  There  is  no  tax  at  all 
upon  any  sum  of  income  less  than  $600;  and, 
when  it  exceeds  that,  only  on  the  excess  over 
$600. 

And  now  the  propositioti  which  the  gentleman 
makes  is  one  which  aims  a  blow  directly  at  the 
credit  of  the  country,  which,  as  he  well  knows, 
depends  to-day  upon  the  disposition  of  the  peo- 
ple to  invest  in  the  bonds  of  the  Government.  I 
implore  gentlemen  to  consider  well  before  they 
adopt  a  proposition  which  shall  not  hold  forili 
now  to  the  people,  as  we  have  done  heretofore, 
an  inducement  to  take  the  securities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

No  gentleman  knows  better  than  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  that  we  do  not  propose  to  raise,  and 
cannot  raise,  tax  enough  under  this  bill  to  sus- 
tain the  Government  without  effecting  loans. 
And  what  is  the  benefit  to  the  people  of  tiie  coun- 
try if  you  turn  round  and  tax  tliem  to  an  in 
creased  degree  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a  deficit 
on  your  bonds  which  will  sell  for  less  tlian  par, 
instead  of  so  providing  by  your  tax  bill  as  to  in- 
duce people  to  take  the  bonds  at  par.'  I  think 
that  we  should  not  neglect  to  offer  iwducements 
to  the  people  to  take  a  five  per  cent,  loan,  the 
rate  of  interest  fixed  on  the  present  loan,  instead 
of  letting  them  invest  their  money  in  railroad 
and  insurance  companies  and  other  securities. 
We  give  them  that  inducement  by  exempting 
from  taxation  the  income  derivable  from  Govern- 
ment securities.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance, as  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
thinks,  a  matter  of  great  importance,  as  I  believe, 
that  we  sustain  the  Government  in  this  particu- 
lar by  securing  the  taking  of  this  five  per  cent, 
loan  at  par;  and  this  we  do  by  giving  induce- 
ments to  every  man  to  invest  his  money  there, 
instead  of  putting  it  in  securities  that  bring  him 
in  seven,  eight,  or  nine  per  cent.  It  is  an  addi- 
tional advantage  to  the  tax-payers  of  the  country 
that  the  Government  should  get  par  for  its  loan, 
instead  of  getting  only  seventy  or  eighty  percent, 
for  it.  I  trust  the  committee  of  this  House  will 
sustain  the  very  considerate  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  Mr.  Chairman,  when  the 
vote  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  and  inserting  five  per  cent.,  I  think  there 
were  a  great  many  gentlemen  who  were  not  aware 
what  the  question  was.  I  therefore,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  a  vote  on  the  same  proposition, 
again  move  to  strike  out  this  proviso,  wliich  will 
accomplish  the  same  end.  By  striking  out  the 
proviso,  the  tax  upon  income  derived  from  Gov- 
ernment securities  will  be  tiie  same  as  the  tax 
upon  ail  other  income.  My  proposition  is  to 
strike  out  the  proviso. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     That  cannot  be  done. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  committee  only  voted 
upon  the  proposition  to  strike  out  two  and  a  half 
[)er  cent,  and  instMt  five. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  was  to  strike 
out  th('  whole  [)roviso. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  the  motion  was  to  strike 
out  the  wiiole,it  is  now  in  order  to  strike  out  any 
portion  of  it;  and  I  now  submit  the  very  ameiid- 
meiU  which  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  .sought 


to  submit,  which  was  to  strike  out  "two  and  a 

half"  and  insert  "five." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  was  ruled  out  of 
order  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  is  certainly  now  in  order 
to  move  to  strike  out  the  proviso. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  motion  was  made 
by  the  gentleman  from   Illinois  and  voted  down. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  It  is  now  half  past  four 
o'clock,  and  I  move  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  par- 
ticularly the  internal  revenue  bill,  and  had  come 
to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

EJ.ECTION  CASE  IN  VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  DAWES,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Rcsolicil,  Tli.it  Lucius  H.  Cimmllcr  is  not  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  tliis  House  asaUepresentative  in  the  'J'liirty-Elglitli 
Congress  from  the  second  congressional  district  of  Virginia. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BUUEAU  OF  MILITAKY  JUSTICE. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  take  from  the  Speaker's 
table  a  bill  of  the  House  to  establish  a  Bureau  of 
Military  Justice,  which  has  been  relumed  from 
the  Senate  with  amendments. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  doubts 
whether  any  business  can  be  done  after  half  [last 
four  o'clock. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  only  desire  to  have 
the  House  disagree  to  the  Seimte  amendments, 
and  ask  a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  raise  the  point  of  order 
as  to  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  point  is  raised,  the 
Chair  must  decide  that  no  business  can  be  done, 
as  the  House  bus  decided  to  take  a  recess  at  half 
past  four  o'clock,  and  that  time  has  arrived. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  seven 
o'clock  p.  m 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  House  resumed  its  session  at  seven  o'clock 
p.  m. 

BUREAU  OF  MILITARY  JUSTICE. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  now  ask  to  take 
from  the  table  the  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of 
Military  Justice,  returned  from  the  Senate  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  gen- 
tleman frotT)  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  indicated  be- 
fore we  adjourned  that  he  had  something  to  say 
on  this  subject,  but  he  is  not  present  now. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  made  the 
point  of  order  that  the  hour  of  four_and  a  half 
o'clock  having  arrived,  no  business  could  be 
transacted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  under- 
stood him  to  make  a  point  at  that  time, and  1  will 
object  for  him  now. 

At  a  subsequent  period  of  the  session,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.FARNS- 
woRTH,  the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  the  Senate  amendments  disagreed  to,  and 
a  conimiiiee  of  conference  wiih  the  Senate  re- 
quested. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  desire  to  take  from  the 
Speaker's  tal)le  the  legislative  appropriation  bill, 
which  I  believe  has  l)een  returned  from  the  Senate 
with  amendments,  for  the  purpose  of  referring  it 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Army  a[)propriation 
bill  is  the  only  one  which  has  come  back  from  the 
Senate  with  amendments. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  I  ask  to  take  up  that 
bill ,  and  refer  it,  wit  h  the  amendments,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  taken 
up  and  referred  accordingly. 

MAJOR  GENKRAI,  F.  P.  BLAIK. 
Mr.  STEVENS.     1  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
offer  a  resolution  whic't  I  send  to  ilic  Chair. 
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The  resolution  was  read  for  information,  as 
follows: 

Whereas  the  War  Department  has  issued  the  following 
general  order : 

[General  Orders,  No.  178.] 

WkR  Department, 
Adjdtant  General's  Office,  April  23,  1864. 
I.  Major  General  F.  P.  Blair,  jr.,  is  assigned  tothe  com- 
mand of  the  eleventh  Army  corps.        *        «        *        * 
E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Jlssistaiit  Jidjulant  General. 
Therefore, 

Resolved  hy  the  House  of  Representatives,  That  the  Pres- 
ident he  requested,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  in- 
terest, to  inform  tlie  House  whether  F.  V.  Blair,  jr.,  is  a 
major  general ;  and  if  so,  when  he  was  appointed ;  and 
whether  the  said  Blair  resigned  his  commission  as  major 
general  before  he  took  liis  seat  in  Congress  ;  and  what  ac- 
tion was  taken  on  such  resignation. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  have  a  resolu- 
tion calling  for  information  from  the  War  De- 
partment, to  which  I  suppose  there  will  be  no 
objection  I  hope  both  resolutions  may  be  allowed 
to  go  together.  I  reserve  my  right  to  object  to 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia until  mine  is  read. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  hope  one  will  not  be  made 
dependent  on  the  other. 

Thejresolution  of  Mr.  Wood  was  read  for  in- 
formation, as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish to  this  House,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  in- 
terest, a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  Major  General  John 
A.  Dix  of  his  investigation  into  the  fraudulent  practices 
of  the  oliicials  and  others  at  the  New  York  custom-house. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  object  to  both  resolutions. 
WASHINGTON  AND  OREGON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McBRIDE,  the  bill  (S.  No. 
181)  in  reference  to  donation  claims  in  Oregon 
and  Washington  was  taken  from  the  S'peaker's 
table,  read  a  first  and  second  time, and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  hour  hav- 
ing arrived  for  taking  up  the  business  under  the 
unanimous  understanding  of  the  House  this  morn- 
ing, 1  now  introduce  a  joint  resolution  in  relation 
to  duties  on  imports. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Joint  resolution  to  increase  temporarily  the  duties  on  Im- 
ports. 

Be  it  resolved  Inj  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  iti  Congress  assembled,  That 
from  and  alter  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  and  until  the 
1st  day  of  July,  A.  D.  lbo4,  in  addition  to  tlie  duties  and 
rates  of  duties  heretofore  imposed  by  law  on  the  articles 
hereinafter  mentioned,  there  shall  be  levied, collected,  and 
paid  on  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  herein  enumer- 
ated and  provided  for,  imported  from  foreign  countries,  tlie 
following  duties  and  rates  of  duty,  tliat  is  to  say: 

Oil  all  kinds  of  tobacco,  stemmed  or  manufactured,  and 
Biiutf,  twenty  cents  per  pound,  and  twenty-five  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  ; 

On  cigars  valued  at  not  over  ten  dollars  per  thousand, 
twenty  cents  per  pound,  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem in  addition  thereto;  when  valued  over  ten  dollars  per 
thousa  id,  sixty  cents  per  pound,  and  fifty  percent,  ad  valo- 
rem in  addition  thereto; 

On  brandy,  gin,  cordials,  liqueurs,  bay  rum,  and  all  other 
ppirituous  liquors,  of  first  proof,  seventy-five  cents  per  gal- 
lon :  Provided,  Tliat  nolowerrate  of  duty  shallbe  paid  than 
that  fixed  by  law  for  tlie  description  of  first  proof,  but  shall 
be  increased  in  proportion  for  any  greater  strength  than  the 
strengtii  of  first  proof; 

On  burning  fluid,  fifty  cents  per  gallon; 

On  crude  petroleum,  five  cents  per  gallon ; 

On  petroleum  and  coal  oil,  refined,  twenty  cents  per  gal- 
lon ; 

On  wines  of  all  descriptions,  when  valued  at  less  than 
fifty  cents  per  gallon,  ten  cents  per  gallon  ;  wlien  valued  at 
fifty  cents  and  not  over  one  dollar  per  gallon,  twenty-five 
cents  per  gallon;  when  valued  at  over  one  dollar  per  gal- 
lon, fifty  cents  per  gallon; 

On  ale,  porter,  ami  \n:cr  in  bottles  or  otherwise,  five  cents 
per  gallon ; 

On  pig  iron,  tvv'o  dollars  per  ton  ; 

Oil  blooms,  slabs,  or  loops,  four  dollars  per  ton  ; 

On  bar  iron,  rolled  or  hammered,  comprising  flats  not  less 
than  one  inch  or  more  than  seven  inches  wide  nor  less 
IhaTTonc  quarter  of  an  inch  or  more  than  two  inches  thick; 
rounds  not  less  than  one  half  an  inch  nor  more  than  four 
inches  in  diameter;  and  squares  not  less  than  one  half  an 
inch  nor  more  than  four  hiches  square,  )§4  50  per  ton  ; 

On  bar  iron,  rolled  or  hammered,  comprising  flats  less 
than  one  quarter  of  an  inch  thick  or  more  than  seven  inches 
wide;  rounds  less  than  onehalf  an  inch  or  more  than  four 
Inches  in  diameter;  and  squares  hiss  than  one  halfan  inch 
or  more  than  four  inches  square,  five  dollars  per  ton ; 

On  all  iron  importcul  in  bars  for  railroads  and  inclined 
planes  made  to  patterns  and  fitted  to  be  laid  down  on  such 
roads  or  planes  williont  further  manul'acture,,5-l  50  per  ton; 

On  boiler  and  other  plate  iron,  .>t;4  50  per  ton  ; 

On  band  and  h(io|)  iron  and  slit  rods,  and  all  other  de- 
Bcriptlons  of  rolled  or  hammered  iron  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  five  dollars  per  ton. 

On  steel  in  ingots,  bars,  sheets,  or  wire  not  leas  than  one 
roiirlh  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  valued  at  seven  cents  per 


pound  or  loss,  one  fourtli  of  one  cent  per  pound  ;  valued  at 
above  seven  cents  per  pound  and  not  above  eleven  cents 
per  pound,  one  half  cent  per  potind  ;  valued  above  eleven 
cents  per  pound  and  on  steel  wire  and  steel  in  any  form  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem; 

On  iron,  steel,  copper,  lead,  brass,  zinc,  spelter,  tentc- 
negue,  and  the  manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  copper,  lead, 
brass,  zinc,  spelter,  or  tentenegue,  or  of  which  any  such 
metal  shall  be  a  component  part,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  ten  per  cent.,  and  the  same  sliall  be  computed  at  spe- 
cific rates  wherever  such  rates  are  now  so  imposed  bylaw, 
and  wherever  otherwise,  at  ad  valorem  rates;  and  a  ton 
shall  for  the  purposes  of  this  resolution  be  d(!emed  and  taken 
to  bo  two  thousand  pounds  ; 

On  all  articles  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  men- 
tioned in  sections  five,  si.x,  seven,  eight,  nine,  ten,  eleven, 
twelve,  and  thirteen  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  increasing 
temporarily  the  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  July  14, 1862,  ten  per  cent.,  and  the  same  shall  be 
computed  at  specific  rates  wherever  now  so  imposed  by 
law,  and  wherever  otherwise  at  ad  valorem  rates ; 

On  wool  of  all  descriptions  valued  at  forty  cents  or  less 
per  pound,  five  cents  per  pound;  and  when  valued  atover 
forty  cents  per  pound,  eight  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  teas  of  all  kinds  imported  direct  t'rom  places  of  their 
growth,  five  cents  per  pound  ;  on  teas  of  all  kinds  i;ot  im- 
ported direct  from  places  of  their  growth,  ten  cents  per 
pound ;  on  all  other  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  not 
iierein  otherwise  provided  for,  upon  which  duties  are  now 
imposed  by  law,  except  sugars  and  coftee,  five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment by  way  of  proviso: 

Provided,  That  printing  pajier,  unsized,  used  for  books 
and  newspapers  exclusively,  sliall  be  exempt  from  the  op- 
eration of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  offer  the  following  substi- 
tute for  the  whole  resolution: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress  assemhled.  That  until  the  end  of  sixty  days  from 
the  passage  of  this  resolution,  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  rates 
of  duties  on  imports  now  imposed  by  law  on  all  goods, 
wares,  merchandise,  and  articles  imported  shall  be  added 
to  the  present  duties  and  imposts  now  charged  on  all  im- 
portation of  said  articles. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  on  the  substi- 
tiite  will  be  reserved  until  the  resolution  has  been 
perfected. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  wish  my  amendment  at- 
tached to  whatever  proposition  shall  be  adopted 
by  the  House.  I  now  offer  it  as  an  amendment 
to  the  original  resolution,  and  I  will  detain  the 
House  but  a  single  moment.  This  description  of 
paper  is  copied  verbatim  from  the  description  in 
the  original  law,  and  my  object  in  offering  it  here 
is  that  we  shall  not  impose  any  additional  bur- 
dens upon  what  is  so  essential  to  the  diffusion  of 
intellectual  light  and  knowledge. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Am  I  at  liberty  to  accept 
the  amendment.'' 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  now,  as  the  joint  res- 
olution has  been  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Then  I  hope  that  it  will  be 
adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

But  nothing  in  this  resolution  shall  be  construed  to  in- 
clude goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  now  in  bonded  ware- 
houses or  in  transitu  from  place  of  importation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  although  it  is  not  entirely  novel 
in  the  history  of  this  country  to  introduce  a  tariff 
bill  by  this  mode,  and  in  advance  of  any  print- 
ing, or  investigation,  or  any  deliberation  to  in- 
vite us  to  pass  it,  yet  I  will  admit  that  the  exi- 
gency of  the  case  requires  this  legislation.  There- 
fore my  amendment  is  not  for  the  purpose  of 
retarding  action,  which  gentlemen  who  propose 
this  resolution  require  on  this  occasion;  but  I  do 
contend  that  thus  to  take  snap  judgment  and 
lay  the  strong  hand  of  the  law  upon  merchan- 
dise in  transitu  or  already  in  the  bonded  ware- 
houses of  the  importing  districts  of  the  country 
is  the  application  of  a  principle  which  this  House 
has  voted  down  in  reference  to  domestic  liquors. 
I  believe  it  is  just  and  right  that  the  Government 
may  collect  its  duties  from  the  very  class  of  ar- 
ticles introduced  in  the  resolution,  but  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  right  and  just  that  the  merchants  who 
have  sent  forward  orders  predicated  upon  exist- 
ing laws  at  the  time  those  orders  were  given, 
that  they  shall  find  before  and  indeed  after  the 
arrival  of  their  goods,  and  after  they  have  been 
placed  in  the  bonded  warehouses,  that  they  have 
been  made  subject  to  these  additional  duties.  I 
think  it  is  unfair,  unjust,  and  improper  tliat  they 
should  suddenly  have  this  extiaordinary  duty 
levied  upon  them.  The  whole  object  of  my 
amendment,  therefore,  is  to  exempt  from  the  op- 
eration of  this  resolution  and  from  the  proposed 
duty  articles  which  are  in  Iransiiu,  or  already  in 


the  country  in  bonded  warehouses.  I  have  of- 
fered it  for  the  protection  of  a  class  of  men  who 
are  entirely  dependent  upon  the  good  faith  of  the 
Government. 

This  continual  changing  in  tlie  policy  of  the 
Government  in  reference  to  the  mercantile  and  im- 
porting interests  of  the  country  is  destructive  to 
it.  We  have  been  told  that  the  importations  into 
the  city  of  New  York  were  over  $15,000,000,  and 
the  exports  only  $3,500,000.  This  certainly,  sir, 
is  a  lamentable  condition  of  things.  It  is  a  lam- 
entable thing  for  any  country  to  be  running  into 
debt  far  beyond  its  ability  to  pay. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Will  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  allow  me  to  call  his  attention  to  two  facts? 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Certainly,  if  my 
tiine  is  to  be  extended. 

Mr.  KASSON.  It  is  my  belief,  first,  that  the 
merchants  of  New  York  have  made  a  good  deal 
in  anticipation  of  an  increase  of  the  tariff;  and 
secondly,  I  would  suggest  that  this  is  a  mere  tem- 
porary measure,  until  a  general  bill  can  be  passed. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  understand  that. 
But  it  was  impossible  that  the  merchants  of  New 
York  could  have  anticipated  this  measure.  All  I 
ask  is  that  those  who  have  made  importations 
under  the  existing  law  shall  be  treated  fairly  and 
equitably. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  do  not  know  but  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  may  be  nearly 
right  in  the  position  which  he  has  assumed;  but 
it  docs  seem  to  me  that  he  has  changed  his  views 
somewhat  since  the  subject  of  whisky  was  be- 
fore the  House.  The  position  then  taken  by  my 
friend  from  New  York  was  that  everybody 
should  be  prepared  for  taxation;  not  only  those 
who  manufacture  whisky,  butall  others.  Now, 
although  I  have  great  respect  and  consideration 
for  my  friend  from  New  York,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  how  he  can  reconcile  the  position  he 
took  upon  the  whisky  question  with  his  present 
position.  I  know  the  gentleman  was  very  willing 
to  tax  the  stock  on  hand  with  reference  to  liquors. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  The  gentleman 
will  permit  me  to  say  one  word.  I  think  my  friend 
does  not  observe  the  distinction  between  the  two 
cases.  A  merchant  sends  an  order  to  Europe  for 
a  cargo  of  .goods.  He  does  it  under  the  existing 
law,  and  the  faith  of  the  Government  is  pledged 
that  that  cargo  shall  be  received  under  the  same 
tariff  which  existed  at  the  time  the  order  was 
made.     But  that  rule  does  not  apply  to  whisky 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  When  we  plantcorn  in  the 
West  we  do  it  on  the  faith  of  the  Government. 

Mr,  FERNANDO  WOOD.  But  not  to  make 
whisky. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  We  are  sometimes  mis- 
taken, I  admit,  especially  under  the  present  Ad- 
ministration. They  did  make  some  pledges  in 
the  beginning  which  they  have  not  fulfilled,  and 
it  is  sometimes  intimated  that  my  friend  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  was  acting 
conjointly  with  them.  I  never  believed  it,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  that  propositron  of  his  was  in 
violation  of  the  good  faith  of  the  Government,  and 
was  somewhat  in  accordance  with  the  views  and 
opinions  and  practices  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  "  provided,"  and  inserting 
"  that  this  joint  resolution  shall  take  effect  and 
be  in  force  from  and  after  the  10th  day  of  June 
next."  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  the  custom  of 
our  Government  from  the  adoption  of  the  first 
tariff  we  ever  had  until  the  present  time  to  pro- 
tect such  merchants  as  had  purchased  their  car- 
goes and  had  delivered  them  at  the  bonded  ware- 
houses, or  were  having  them  in  Iransitii  when  the 
rate  of  duty  was  changed.  I  cannot  support  this 
joint  resolution,  however  anxious  1  am  to  in- 
crease the  revenue  from  this  source,  because  it 
violates,  in  my  judgment,  what  is  a  sound  prin- 
ciple of  legislation.  If  we  adopt  the  princi()le  of 
changing  the  tariff  every  year,  or  every  six 
months,  or  every  three  months,  imposing  a  dif- 
ferent rate  of  duty,  particularly  if  it  be  a  higher 
rate  of  duty,  we  unsettle  the  trade  of  the  country, 
and  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  importers  to  calcu- 
late with  a  reasonable. degree  of  certainly  what 
burdens  the  Government  will  impose  upon  them. 
By  carrying  out  the  rule  which  this  Government 
has  enforceil  from  its  organization  down  we  do 
impliedly  say  to  those  engaged  in  the  importation 
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of  foi-pign  goods,  "Buy  your  merchandise  and 
bring  it  into  our  ports  and  we  will  impose  such 
and  such  burdens  upon  you."  But  if  we  adopt 
the  principle  of  this  joint  resolution  to  take  effect 
from  this  time,  we  imposcadditioiial  burdens  con- 
trary to  tiie  implied  |)ledge  of  the  Government 
that  no  additioiuil  duty  should  be  levied  on  them. 

I  repeat,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  however  much  1 
desire  to  swell  the  revenues  of  the  Government 
by  duties  on  imports,  1  cannot  accept  this  joint 
resolution,  since  it  alters  a  well-setiled  practiceof 
the  Government  on  this  question.  I  oppose  it  for 
the  same  reason  1  opposed  the  imposition  of  an 
additional  tax  upon  distilled  spirits,  because  I  re- 
gard it  as  a  violation  of  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  a  violation  of  the  usage  of  all  well- 
settled  Governments. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment — 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.     I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  renew  the  amend- 
ment. Mr.  Sfjeaker,  I  catmot  see  for  the  life  of  me 
the  distinction  which  the  gentlemen  propose  to 
make  between  whisky-distillers  and  importers.  1 
know  of  orders  having  been  sent  to  Europe  as  long 
ago  as  October  last  for  goods  that  have  not  yet  ar- 
rived, andare  not  lilcely  to  arrive  for  two  months 
to  come.  The  distiller  had  notice  of  the  fact,  and 
he  could  work  Sundays  and  night  and  day  in 
making  whisky  so  as  to  avoid  the  tax  upon  it. 
Now,  if  the  House  has  not  seen  fit  to  impose  a 
tax  upon  the  distiller  who  was  notified  of  the  in- 
tended tax  atid  prepared  his  whisky  accordingly, 
with  what  degree  of  consistency  can  it  impose  a 
duty  upon  goods  which  the  party  has  already 
taken  steps  four  or  six  months  ago  to  import,  and 
which  have  not  yet  arrived.'  I  think  that  all  goods 
tJi  transitu  or  ordered  in  good  faith  should  be  ex- 
empted from  these  additional  duties.  If  the  tax 
on  whisky  in  hand  was  not  imposed,  certainly  an 
additional  duty  should  not  be  imposed  upon  goods 
on  shipboard. 

The  question  was  taken  on  tlie  amendment  to 
the  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Fernando  Wood's 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COX.  I  propose  to  amend  the  joint  res- 
olution in  regard  to  wool  by  increasing  the  duty 
from  five  cents  to  seven  cents  per  pound  on  the 
wool  costing  less  than  forty  cents,  and  from  eight 
to  ten  cents  on  all  wool  costing  over  forty  cents. 

I  do  not  propose,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  discuss  this 
matter  at  any  length.  It  is  the  general  wish  of 
those  engaged  in  wool-raising,  at  least  so  far  as 
my  district  is  concerned,  to  have  just  as  much 
protection  as  Congress  can  afford  to  them  con- 
sistent with  the  revenue.  I  think,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  this  article  will  bear  an  increase  over  the  pres- 
ent rates  certainly,  and  1  think  if  it  can  bear  any 
increase  at  all,  it  will  bear  an  increase  to  seven 
cents  and  ten  cents  pin-  pound. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  under- 
stand the  principle  upon  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  proposes  to  increase  the  duty  upon 
wool;  whetlier  it  isf  because  the  wool  intei'est  of 
the  country  has  suffered  from  depreciation  of  price 
for  the  last  few  years,  or  what  it  is. 

According  to  my  understanding  of  the  facts  of 
the  case,  the  wool-growers  of  the  country  liave 
never  received  such  a  compensation  for  their  wool 
since  the  memory  of  man  as  within  the  last  three 
years.  The  article  has  risen  from  twenty-five  or 
thirty  cents  per  pound  to  sixty-five  or  seventy 
cents  per  pound.  1  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  that  1  am  notable  to  see  in  his  propo- 
sition any  desire  to  keep  the  market  open  to  the 
manufacturers  of  American  wool.  I  ask  the 
House  to  notice  that  while  the  gentleman  pro- 
poses to  increase  the  duty  upon  foreign  wool,  he 
does  not  propose  a  corresponding  increase  oftix 
upon  foreign  manufaclured  woolen  goods.  So 
that  he  makes  it  for  the  interest  of  the  manufac- 
turer to  manufacture  his  wool  abroad  and  bring 
it  in  here.  He  therefore  defeats  what  I  suppose 
to  be  his  obji'ct  in  offering  the  ametulnient,  to  be 
of  some  service  to  the  American  wool-growers. 

Now,  sir,  the  history  of  this  matter  for  many 
years  has  been  that  foreign  atid  domestic  wool 
must  be  manufactured  together.  It  is  therefore 
true  that  a  small  percentage  of  foreign  wool  mu.st 
be  obtained  by  the  American  manufacturer  to 
eimble  him  to  manufacture  American  wool.  It 
is  therefore  a  fact,  as  the  history  of  the  matter  for 
the  last  forty  years  shows,  that  Just  nn  the  amount 


of  foreign  wool  is  increased,  just  in  that  pro- 
portion IS  the  consumption  of  American  wool 
increased.  So  that  the  amount  of  the  foreign 
importation  of  wool  has  come  to  be  almost  a  meas- 
ure of  the  amoinit  of  American  wool  that  is  being 
produced  and  used,  because  it  takes  a  certain  per- 
centage of  foreign  wool  to  enable  the  manufacturer 
to  matiufacture  American  wool.  Another  thing 
is  true,  as  statistics  will  show:  all  the  wool  grown 
in  the  country  will  only  supply  about  two  thirds 
of  the  wool  consumed  by  the  manufacturers. 

Therefore,  if  it  is  the  desire  of  the  country  to 
stop  the  American  manufacture  of  woolen  goods, 
thereby  depriving  the  country  of  clothing  for  the 
Army  as  well  as  of  the  internal  revenue  which 
the  woolen  manufacturers  pay,  aiid  the  wool- 
growers  at  home  of  a  marlcet,  adopt  the  course 
of  policy  to  which  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  looks. 

I  submit  to  the  gentleman  and  to  the  House 
that  the  wool-growers  of  the  country,  instead  of 
suffering  from  the  present  condition  of  things, 
have  the  price  of  their  wool  held  up  to  seventy 
or  eighty  cents  a  pound  by  virtue  of  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  wool  which  the  manufacturers 
have  been  required  to  mix  with  American  wool. 

I  submit  to  my  friend  from  Ohio  that  if  he  has 
looked  at  the  tables  and  seen  where  the  revenue 
of  this  country  has  come  from,  he  cannot  for  a 
moment  wish  to  cripple  or  curtail  the  American 
manufacture  of  woolen  goods.  Why,  sir,  the 
little  district  which  I  represent  upon  this  floor, 
the  smallest  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  pays 
more  revenue  than  some  whole  Slates.  It  pays 
more  internal  revenue  than  the  whole  State  of 
Iowa.  And  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  with 
her  ten  Representatives  in  this  House,  pays  more 
revenue  into  the  Treasury  thati  the  State  of 
Ohio,  with  her  nineteen  Representatives;  pays 
only  a  fraction  less  than  the  wliole  Slate  of  Penn- 
sylvania, with  her  vast  manufacturing  interests, 
her  mineral  wealth,  and  her  twenty-four  Repre- 
sentatives. And  1  submit  that  there  is  not  a 
pound  of  foreign  wool  that  comes  into  that  dis- 
trict that  does  not  create  a  market  for  American 
wool.  There  is  hardly  a  yard  of  cloth  made  in 
Massachusetts  from  exclusively  foreign  wool. 
Every  yard  made  in  part  from  foreign  wool  re- 
quires a  certain  proportion  of  wool  from  the 
American  market.  And  if  our  friends  in  the 
West  had  not  combined  to  hold  their  wool  at  a 
dollar  a  pound  they  would  have  had  it  all  dis- 
posed of  ere  this  at  a  larger  price  than  was  ever 
known  in  the  history  of  the  country.  I  hojie 
the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  move  to  amend  by  in- 
creasing the  duly  one  cent.  I  make  the  motion 
to  enable  me  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat.  Now,  sir,  this  country  has  within  the 
last  year  imported  between  seventy  and  eighty 
million  pounds  of  wool,  and  the  Government  has 
received  in  that  time  not  more  than  |500,000  in 
the  shape  of  duty  upon  that  article.  We  pro- 
pose now  to  have  a  tariff  upon  wool  whereby 
we  can  bring  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
four  or  five  million  dollars,  if  it  is  imported  as 
largely  as  heretofore. 

The  gentlenum  from  Massachusetts  says  that 
those  who  arc  producing  wool  are  receiving  higher 
rates  for  it  than  they  ever  received  before.  If  the 
gentleman  will  inform  himselfupon  that  subject  he 
will  find  that  in  1833-35  the  wool-growers  received 
larger  prices  than  lln^y  do  now.  And  I  will  state 
another  fact,  which  the  gentleman  will  fitul  to  be 
true,  that  three  years  ago,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  rates  of  exchange  and  the  price  of  gold 
the  produciMS  of  wool  received  higher  rates  than 
they  do  to-day. 

Now,  what  do  we  propose  to  do  upon  this 
measure  before  the  House!'  We  propose  to  say 
to  those  v/ho  arc  hurrying  up  the  im|iortation  of 
their  wool  for  the  purpose  of  escajiing  increased 
duties  that  they  shall  pay  an  increased  duly  upon 
whatever  they  import  from  this  time.  I  hnp- 
p<med  to  sec  a  lellur  to-day  written  by  a  clerk  in 
an  importing  house,  in  which  ho  stateti  that  his 
firm  would  have  importations  in  to  a  viry  large 
amount  before  Congress  could  pass  a  tariff  upon 
wool.  Well,  sir,  we  propose  to  prevent  that,  and 
we  propose  to  put  millions  in  the  Treasury  by 
anticipating  these  men  who  think  they  are  antici- 
pating us  by  their  large  importations. 


I  know  of  an  instance  of  a  gentleman,  raising 
wool  largely,  who  states  that  in  a  manufactory  so 
near  to  his  own  farm  that  he  can  hear  the  hum  of 
the  machinery,  they  are  using  imported  wool, 
and  that  he  caimot  sell  a  pound  of  his  own.  And 
why.'  Because  under  the  present  law  the.  im- 
ported wool  pays  a  duty  of  but  nine  mills  per 
pound.  They  can  import  it  cheaper  than  Amer- 
ican producers  can  afford  to  sell,  and  so  the  Amer- 
ican growers  are  deprived  of  their  market,  while 
the  Government~-receives  scarcely  any  revenue. 
In  this  way  those  who  raise  wool  are  left  to  the 
caprice  or  dishonesty  of  importers. 

I  hope  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Cox]  will  be  adopted,  and  that  the 
wool-growers  of  the  country  will  receive  some  pro- 
tection, while  the  revenues  of  the  Government  will 
I  at  the  same  time  be  increased.  The  farmers  of 
the  counliy  are  being  taxed  upon  nearly  every- 
thing they  raise.  The  farming  interest  is  a  greater 
interest  than  any  other  in  this  country,  atid  as 
such  it  ought  to  receive  adequate  protection. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  am  in  favor 
of  increasing  the  duly  upon  imported  wool  to  the 
highest  rates;  I  care  nothow  high  it  may  be  fixed 
I  will  go  for  it. 

I  cannot  admit  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr. Dawes]' who  represents 
that  these  manufacturers  must  have  this  cheap 
wool  from  abroad.  Nor  can  I  admit  the  truth  of 
his  statement  that  wool  now  bears  a  higher  price 
in  market  proportionately  than  other  articles  of 
commerce,  or  higher  than  it  has  ever  previously 
been  [n  the  history  of  the  country.  I  believe  there 
have  been  several  periods  within  the  last  twenty 
years  when  it  has  been  as  high  as  it  is  to-day. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  must  take  into  considera- 
tion the  price  of  other  articles  to_fix  relatively  the 
price  of  wool.  The  best  article  of  cotton  to-day 
brings  a  higher  price  than  the  best  wool.  And 
woolen  goods  are  not  high  as  compared  with 
articles  in  the  market.  We  imported  last  year 
seventy  or  eighty  million  pounds  of  wool,  and 
there  is  certainly  no  reason  for  continuing  that 
importation,  unless  those  who  import  it  are  able 
to  pay  a  very  large  import  duty  to  the  Government. 

Our  farmers  need  this  protection.  They  need 
all  the  aid  we  can  give  them.  They  need  an  in- 
creased price  for  their  produce  to  enable  them  to 
pay  the  taxes  that  are  imposed  upon  them  in 
every  form  almost  that  can  be  imagined.  It  is 
true  that  these  manufacturers  pay  very  large 
amounts  in  the  shape  of  taxes.  But  it  is  true  also 
that  the  consumer  repays  the  manufacturerall  his 
taxes.  And  the  farmers  of  the  country  are  the 
great  consumers  ofall  these  manufaclured  articles. 
They  are  the  men  who  need  protection  for  the 
products  of  their  labor.  They  do  not  want  it  for 
their  grain  or  breadstuffs,  but  the  price  of  these  is 
very  low,  and  there  is  nothing  which  they  pro- 
duce which  is  not  low.  Wool  is  low.  Every 
description  of  breadstuffs  brings  a  low  price, 
while  everything  they  have  to  purchase  is  high. 
Tea  at  two  dollars  per  pound,  coffee  at  a  [irice 
never  before  heard  of  in  tlie  history  of  the  country, 
cotton  goods  worth  as  much  as  woolen' at  this  mo- 
ment,and  everything  else  in  the  same  proportion. 
The  farmers  must  have  proteclion  or  they  cannot 
live.  I  repeat,  it  is  the  farming  interest  which  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  in  this  country.  The  Gov- 
ernment must  look  to  the  farmers  for  its  support, 
and  all  the  wealth  and  property  of  the  country 
com(!  out  of  the  earth  to  commence  with. 

Protect  these  men,  support  them  and  sustain 
them.  They  furnish  iTieii  for  our  Army.  Massa- 
chusetts is  sending  every  where  to  find  men  lo  fill 
up  her  regiments.  I  am  glad  she  has  money  to 
purchase  them  wherever  they  can  be  found  in  the 
market,  but  the  western  Stales  are  able  lo  fill  up 
their  quotas  in  the  national  armies  wiihont  going 
elsewhere.  They  have  furnislud  lens  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  men  without  slintand  with- 
out complaint,  and  they  arc;  ready  to  furnish  more. 

Gentlemen  say  that  the  men  who  are  nusing 
wo(d,  and  whos''  flocks  are  covering  the  prairies 
of  the  West,  when  they  gel  two  thirds  as  much 
for  a  pound  of  wool  as  others  get  for  a  pound  of 
cotton,  are  getting  enough.    Let  us  raise  ihe  price. 

[j-lere  the  hamnu'r  fell.] 

Mr.  MOORH  EAD.  I  desire  lo  offer  a  substi- 
tute for  tli(!  pending  amendment. 

The  SPRAKERi  Amendment  is  not  now  in 
order. 
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Mv.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  Is  it  in 
order  to  divide  tiie  amendmeni? 

The  SPEAKER,     it  is  not. 

I\dr.  Grinnell's  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  then  agreed  to. 

The  question  recui'red  on  Mr.  Cox's  amend- 
ment as  amended. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  offer  the  following  as  a 
substitute  for  the  pending  amendment  as  amended: 

On  wool  costing  over  eighteen  .ind  not  over  twenty-four 
cents  per  pound,  a  specific  duty  of  six  cents  per  pound, 
nnil  an  ad  valorem  of  twenty  per  cent.  On  wool  costing 
over  twenty-four  cents  per  pound,  a  specific  duty  of  nine 
cents  per  pound,  andanarfi-atorcm  duty  of  twenty  percent. 
The  duty  to  lie  levied  upon  tlie  valuation  at  tlie  port  orcus- 
toni-liouso  where  tlie  duly  is  paid. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  very  much  astonished  to 
hear  the  proposition  made  at  this  time  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  imported  v/ool,  for  if  1  am  not  mis- 
taken the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.  Morrill]  will  have  that  effect.  It  is 
true  that  there  is  a  large  portion  of  wool  now 
brought  in  under  a  valuation  of  eighteen  cents 
which  pays  but  five  per  cent.  I  will  admit  that 
on  that  his  proposition  would  be  an  increase.  But 
I  believe  tiiat  foreign  wool  is  brought  into  the 
country  in  violation  of  the  existing  law,  and  that 
the  Treasury  is  defrauded  by  the  undervaluation 
of  wool.  The  existing  tariff  admits  wool  costing 
eighteen  cents  per  pound  and  under  at  five  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  being,  upon  an  average  of  the 
foreign  or  invoice  valuation,  about  three  fourths 
of  u  cent  per  pound.  The  second  class,  valued  at 
eighteen  to  twenty-four  cents,  pays  three  cents 
pw  pound;  and  the  third  class,  valued  above 
twenty-four  cents,  a  duty  of  nine  cents  perpound. 
It  was  evidently  the  intention  of  Congress  in  pass- 
ing this  act  that  the  wool  value  below  eighteen 
cents,  being  the  minimum,  would  be  that  used  for 
coarse  cloths,  carjiets,  &c.,  and  would  not  como 
in  competition  with  the  lowest  grades  of  wool  pro- 
duced inour  own  country.  Tliis  expectation  has 
not  been  realized;  on  the  contrary,  the  statistics 
of  the  Treasury  Department  siiow  that  nearly 
seven  eighths  of  the  importations  of  the  last  fiscal 
year  were  invoiced  below  the  minimum — eighteen 
cents  per  pound;  the  whole  importation  in  fact 
averaging  less  than  seventeen  cents  per  pound. 
Tliis  result  is  accomplished  by  fraudulent  in- 
voices or  by  importing  wool  in  the  dirt  to  reduce 
its  value,  thus  defiauding  the  Treasury  and  do- 
ing great  injustice  to  the  wool-growers  of  our 
country. 

The  entire  amount  of  duty  paid  on  foreign  wool 
brought  in  last  year  was  less  than  half  a  million 
dollars.  Under  my  proposition  that  would  reach 
five  or  six  million  dollai-s. 

I  think  the  argument  advanced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  is  a  most 
extraordinary  one,  that  as  the  importation  of  for- 
eign wool  is  increased  there  is  an  increased  pro- 
duction of  wool  in  this  conniry.  It  is  so  extra- 
ordinary that  I  think  the  House  will  hardly 
swallow  it.  If  I  understood  him  correctly,  the 
importation  of  foreign  wool  acts  as  a  barometer 
upon  the  wool  raised  in  this  country ;  that  as  wool 
is  introduced  from  foreign  countries  it  is  neces- 
sary for  wool-growers  to  raise  more  sheep  and 
get  more  wool.  It  is  my  opinion  that  at  this 
time,  while  we  have  a  lai-ge  national  debt,  which 
is  rapidly  increasing,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to 
tax  the  products  of  home  labor  in  all  its  various 
shades  and  forms,  a  wise  and  true  policy  would 
dictate  that,  so  far  as  it  can  safely  be  done,  the 
products  of  foreign  labor  should  bear  theirfull  pro- 
portion; all  articles  of  foreignpro(/«e/io7i  ormanu- 
facture  that  come  directly  in  competition  with  our 
llome  productions  or  nuuujfacture  should  be 
taxed  to  the  highest  possible  revenue  point.  By 
doing  this  the  home  producer  or  mamifaclurer  will 
be  pi-otected  in  his  product  or  manufacture,  will 
be  enabled  to  ri'inuncrate  home  labor, and  to  pay 
the  neces.sary  inteituil  taxes  that  are  laid  u[)on 
his  product.  All  articles  of  luxury  not  manu- 
factured or  produced  in  this  country  should  pay  a 
rateofduty  iliat,ifnot  proliibitory,  would  greatly 
Bwell  the  public  revenue.  By  doing  this  no  injury 
would   be  done  to  our  citizens;  iho  poor  do  not 
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use  such  articles;  if  the  wealthy  do,  let  tlie  pub- 
lic Treasury  receive  the  benefit.  If  this  course 
of  policy  is  fully  and  properly  carried  out  I  be- 
lieve that  sufficient  revenue  to  pay  the  interest 
upon  the  public  debt  and  make  a  rapid  reduction 
upon  the  principal  will  be  very  easily  raised 
through  the  skill,  enterprise,  arid  industry  of  our 
citizens.  If  we  send  our  motiey  abroad  to  sup- 
port the  producers  and  manufacturers  of  foreign 
articles,  of  course  our  Treasury  will  languish. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  simply  want  to  inquire  if 
this  is  not  a  bill  to  raise  revenue,  and  not  a  bill 
to  exclude  the  importation  of  wool  with  a  view 
to  enrich  the  producer  at  home? 

Mr.  MORRILL.  For  at  least  thirty  years  the 
question  of  duty  upon  wool  and  woolens  has 
perplexed  Congress,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will 
perplex  this  Congress.  It  is  a  matter  of  very  diffi- 
cult adjustment  to  so  arrange  the  duties  upon 
wool  as  to  actually  benefit  the  farmer  and  leave 
the  manufactories  of  the  country  in  operation. 
The  gentleman,  the  eloquent  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Moorhead,]  has  not  shown 
his  usual  sagacity  in  this  House.  He  asserts 
that  the  projiosition  now  before  the  House  is 
actually  less  than  the  present  rate  of  duty.  I 
supposed  the  distinguished  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures  would  know  what  the 
present  duties  are,  and  would  know  also  what 
the  present  proposition  is. 

Mr.  IMOORHEAD.  How  shall  we  be  able  to 
know.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  By  reading  the  law,  and  by 
reading  the  proposition  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  pi-esent  duty  upon  woolen 
costing  eighteen  cents  a  pound  and  under  is  five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem;  upon  wool  costing  over 
eighteen  and  under  twenty-four  cents,  the  duty 
is  three  cents  a  pound  specific;  on  wools  costing  j 
above  twenty-four  cents,  the  present  rate  is  nine 
cents  per  pound  specific.  The  proposition  now 
before  the  House  is  to  increase  the  duty  upon  all 
wool,  and  to  impose  an  additional  five  cents  on 
all  wool  costing  below  forty  cents  a  pound,  and 
eight  cents  upon  all  costing  above  forty  cents.  So 
that  if  the  present  proposition  is  passed,  the  du- 
ties would  be  on  all  those  costing  eighteen  cents 
per  pound  and  under,  five  cents  per  pound  and  five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem;  on  all  costing  from  eighteen 
to  twenty-four  cents,  eight  cents  per  pound;  on 
those  costing  from  twenty-four  to  forty  cents  a 
pound,  fourteen  cents  a  pound;  and  on  all  costing 
over  forty  cents,  seventeen  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  How  much  would  the 
duty  be  upon  the  wool  that  now  pays  five  per 
cent,  ad  valorem? 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  have  answered  thatali-eady. 
What  I  desire  to  say  to  the  House  is,  if  we  in- 
crease the  duty  to  the  high  rales  proposed  by  some, 
and  especially  to  the  rates  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  you  would  be  pla- 
cing upon  the  low-priced  wools  a  higher  rate  of 
duty  than  is  now  imposed  upon  woolens;  and  I 
say,  further,  that  when  the  proposition  comes  up 
to  tux  foreign  woolens  you  will  not  find  gentle- 
men of  the  Opposition  who  are  so  i-eady  to  place 
extreiTie  duties  on  wool  ready  to  impose  a  duty 
that  shall  be  equivalent  upon  woolens;  and  the 
result  will  be  that  instead  of  protecting  wool  we 
shall  have  it  all  imported  in  the  form  of  woolen 
goods. 

There  is  a  necessity  upon  the  part  of  the  woolen 
manufacturers  of  this  country  to  have  some  two 
or  three  kinds  of  v/ool  that  we  do  not  produce. 
One  is  a  coarse,  hairy  wool  that  really  costs  less 
than  eighteen  cents  a  pound,  and  is  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  coarse  blankets  and  car])ets. 
Another  kind  is  a  long  stapled  wool,  used  in  man- 
ufacturing mouslin-de-laine,  and  is  produced  here 
to  some  extent  but  not  in  sufHcient  quantities  to 
meet  the  home  demand.  Another  class  is  an  ex- 
tremely fine  wool,  obtained  from  abroad  mostly, 
and  of  which  we  produce  but  a  limited  quantity. 

But,  as  1  liave  stiid,  it  is  very  difficult  to  pro|)- 
erly  adju.st  the  duties  on  this  article.  I  do  not 
pretend  that  the  proposition  beforu  net  is  now  ex- 


actly in  the  shape  in  which  it  should  be;  but  I  do 
say  that  there  is  something  due  to  the  wool-grow- 
ers of  this  country,  and  that  there  have  been  frauds 
practiced  through  the  custom-house, and  our  reve- 
nue laws  have  been  evaded,  so  that  fine  wools 
have  been  entered  at  very  low  rates.  We  must 
take  care  of  the  wool-grower  as  well  as  the  manu- 
facturer, and  all  at  the  same  time. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  reducing  the  rate  two  cents.'  I  do  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  deprecating  any  burden 
which  may  be  imposed  upon  manufacturers. 
There  is  not  one  of  them  who  is  not  willing  to 
bear  all  the  burdens  you  may  propose  to  place 
upon  him,  provided  he  can  feel  that  all  the  rest 
bear  their  proportion.  I  suppose  there  is  no 
burden  which  any  man  would  not  willingly  un- 
dertake to  carry  at  this  time,' if  he  felt  that  every- 
body else  was  carryinghis  share.  And  we  ought 
to  study,  without  any  disposition  to  seek  to  throw 
this  unusual  burden  upon  anybody  else,  to  equal- 
ize the  matter;  and  1  submit  that  our  friends  do 
not  study  their  true  interest  if  they  try  to  ex- 
clude foreign  wools.  You  cannot  carry  on  the 
manufacturing  establishments  of  the  country  and 
exclude  foreign  wool.  You  cannot  carry  on  the 
manufacturing  establishments  of  the  country  and 
exclude  American  wool.  The  manufacturer  and 
the  wool-grower  must  stand  or  fall  together.  It 
is  a  fact  that  there  are  wools  that  grow  in  partic- 
ular climates  just  as  there  are  fruits  thatgrow  in 
particular  clitYiatca,  which  have  peculiar  qualities 
about  tliem.  Nobody  can  tell  why.  My  friend 
proposes  to  puta  tax  upon  wool  without  puttinga 
corresponding  tax  upon  the  manufactured  article. 
He  proposesalso  to  put  it  upon  wool  uiicleansed. 
Well,  sir,  wool  uncleansed  shrinks  nearly  sev- 
enty-five per  cent,  in  the  cleansing.  I  know  that 
in  a  recent  case  some  excellent  fine  wool  from 
Vermont  was  sold  in  my  own  town,  that  shrank 
fifty-five  per  cent,  in  cleansing.  Foreign  wool 
shrinks  more  than  that;  and  yet  my  friend  pays 
no  regard  to  thatin  imposing  this  duty.  Hepro- 
poses  to  put  this  tax  upon  the  dirt  and  grease  in 
the  wool.  Two  pounds  of  uncleansed  wool  will 
hardly  make  one  pound  fit  for  use  in  manufac- 
turing. This  tax  will  be  a  direct  inducement  to 
employ  labor  abroad  to  cleanse  the  wool,  and 
then  import  it.  It  is  a  discrimination  against  the 
laborof  thiscountry.  If  my  friend  wants  a  mar- 
ket for  western  wool,  the  best  way  to  do  it  is  to 
build  up  the  home  manufacture.  [Mr.  Baxter 
here  made  a  remark,  which  was  inaudible  to  the 
reporters.]  Uncleansed  wool  brings  sixty-three, 
seventy,  and  eiglity  cents  a  pound.  My  fiiend 
from  Ohio  is  entirely  mistaken  when  he  says  that 
frauds  are  committed  on  the  revenue  by  mixing 
dirt  in  wool. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Can  I  now. speak  to  my  sub- 
stitute.'' 

The  SPEAKER.     No,  not  at  tiiis  time. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  rise  for  the 
purpose  ofopposing  the  amendment.  1  f  evidence 
were  necessary  to  show  the  injustice  and  danger 
of  this  kind  of  legislation,  it  seems  to  me  that  no 
subject  could  have  been  selected  that  would  dem- 
onstrate that  fact  more  clearly  than  this.  It  is 
proposed  to  put  a  heavy  duty  upon  a  raw  mate- 
rial which  is  the  basis  of  a  great  branch  of  Amer- 
ican industry;  and  the  danger  of  treating  this 
subject  in  this  hasty  manner  is  especially  great 
because  of  the  speciousness  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  this  change  is  advocated. 

It  appears  at  first  sight  to  be  a  very  rational 
proposition,  that  for  the  pur)iose  of  increasing 
the  revenues  of  the  country  and  enriching  the 
Government  there  should  be  a  heavier  duty  im- 
posed u|ion  wool  imported  into  the  country .  But, 
sir,  what  are  tin;  facts  in  regard  to  this  article  of 
wool.'  Those  gentlemen  who  are  at  all  fiimiliar 
with  the  subject  know  very  well  that  there  are 
but  abouteiglily  million  pounds  of  wool  produced 
ill  the  Uniti-d  Slates,  while  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-five million  pounds  arc  necessary  to  keep  in 
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operation  the  machinery  for  woolen  muiuifiicture 
already  Vunning  in  this  country.  V/hy,  sir,  it  is  I 
absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  support  this  vast 
machinery,  this  great  branch  of  industry,  that  all 
the  various  grades  of  woolen  manufacture  should 
be  carried  on  in  this  country  as  far  as  practicable. 
My  distinguished  friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Moorhead]  reasons  with  apparent  force  and  co- 
gency, that  if  the  importation  of  foreign  wool  bo 
checked  by  the  imposition  of  a  heavy  import  duty 
there  must  be  a  corresponding  rise  in  the  price  of 
American  raised  wool.  The  gentleman  says  he 
did  notsay  that,  and  perhaps  he  did  not  precisely; 
but  I  think  that  was  the  line  of  his  argument. 

Now,  so  far  from  that  being  the  case,  if  the 
woolen  manufacturers  of  this  country  were  to-day 
limited  to  the  consumption  of  American  wool,  a 
very  large  portion  of  their  machinery  would  be 
coniiielled  to  stop,  and  for  two  reasons:  in  the 
first  jilace  they  would  have  but  eighty  million 
pounds  of  wool  to  work,  whereas  they  require  one 
iiundred  and  thirty-five  million;  and  in  the  second 
place  they  would  be  unable  to  manufacture  a  great 
variety  of  woolen  goods  which  they  now  manu- 
facture on  account  of  the  facility  afforded  by  mix- 
ing the  foreign  and  American  wools. 

I  want  to  turn  now  for  a  single  moment  to  the 
economical  aspect  of  the  question.  It  is  very  true 
that  some  revenue  might  undoubtedly  be  derived 
by  putting  a  tax  of  several  cents  per  pound  on  the 
quantity  of  foreign  wool  imported;  but  it  is  per- 
fectly apparent  that  if  the  imposition  of  that  tax 
v/ill  have  a  tendency  to  reduce  the  quantity  im- 
jiorted,  the  amount  of  revenue  will  depreciate 
from  year  to  year  in  the  same  proportion,  and 
therefore  there  would  be  a  gradual  loss  of  rev- 
enue on  that  account.  But,  sir,  we  have  a  vast 
Army  and  a  great  Navy  to  be  clothed  with  woolen 
goods,  and  if  the  effect  of  imposing  this  duly  of 
six  or  eight  cents  a  pound  on  foreign  wool  is  to 
advance  the  cost  of  American  wool  in  like  propor- 
tion and  to  cripple  in  consequence  the  American 
manufacture  of  woolen  goods,  I  want  to  submit 
the  question  to  any  intelligent  member  of  the 
House  whether  it  i.s  not  probable  that  the  cost  to 
the  Government  of  clothing  the  Army  and  Navy, 
to  say  nothing  at  all  of  the  cost  to  the  whole 
masses  of  the  people,  is  likely  to  be  much  greater 
than  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the 
imposition  of  this  duty. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask  leave  to 
say  a  single  word  more. 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  COX.  I  renew  the  amendment,  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  conclude  his  remarks. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Speaker, 
not  only  is  it  probable  that  the  loss  to  the  Gov- 
rrnmrnt  would  be  greater  than  the  gain,  but  in  a 
time  like  thepresentit  behooves  us,  members  of  the 
chief  legislative  assembly  of  the  country,  to  guard 
with  fairness  and  discrimination  all  the  branches 
of  our  industry.  I  declare  here  that  I  believe  it 
would  be  the  worst  possible  policy  that  could  be 
inflicted  on  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  coun- 
try to  impose  so  large  an  additional  duty  on  for- 
eign wool  as  is  now  proposed.  I  believe  it  could 
lie  demonstrated,  if  there  were  time  to  do  so,  that 
the  price  of  American  wool  has  ke|)t  pace,  step 
by  ate[),  with  the  increase  of  machinery  for  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  goods  in  this  country. 
Under  the  tariff  of  1846,  which  imposed  a  heavy 
duty  upon  the  raw  maieiial,  it  is  a  fact  that  nearly 
all  the  woolen  factoriesof  the  country  were  broken 
down.  I  believe  I  speak  within  the  bounds  of 
tiuth  when  I  say  that,  previous  to  1857,  the  en- 
tire cost  of  the  woolen  machinery  of  the  country 
had  bi^cn  sunk  in  ineffectual  efforts  to  build  up 
this  great  Ijranc.h  of  indu.stry.  Under  the  present 
tariff  results  the  most  beneficial  have  accrued  to 
ihc  whole  wool  interest  of  the  country.  If  I  re- 
member rightly,  there  were,  previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  this  last  tariff,  about  twenty-five  hundred 
fets  of  woolen  machinery  running  in  the  United 
States.  Since  this  tariff  was  adopted  there  have 
bncn  added  about  a  thousand  sets  of  machinery, 
Ida.  cost  of  ^14,000,000;  so  that  wo  now  have 
junning  in  this  country  nearly  thirty-five  hun- 
dred Bi.ts  of  wo<jl(;n  machinery,  consuming  every 
poun<l  of  wool  that  is  raised  in  the  United  States; 
and  fifty  million  pounds  additional  i.s  imported 
in  order  to  keep  thia  machinery  going. 

In  addition  to  all  v/ool  that  wo  import  amiu 


ally,  a,  vast  amount  of  woolen  goods  are  also  im- 
ported, for  manufacturing  which  we  have  no  fa- 
cilities in  this  country.  Instead  of  looking  to 
measures  that  would  cripple  thisgrowing  interest 
which  is  beneficial  alike  to  the  manufacturingand 
farming  interests  of  the  country,  we  ought  rather 
to  stimulate  it  to  such  an  extent  and  increase  its 
facilities  till  we  shall  manufacture  upon  American 
soil  every  description  of  woolen  goods.  1  believe 
no  broadcloths  are  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  at  present  and  cannot  be  unless  suitable 
amount  and  variety  of  raw  materials  are  thrown 
into  the  liands  of  manufacturers  by  Congress.  It 
is  contrary  to  all  well-settled  principles  to  impose 
an  onerous  duty  on  the  raw  material.  It  is  con- 
trary to  the  policy  of  every  manufacturing  nation 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  England  and  France 
have  tried  the  experiment  over  and  over  again, 
and  always  with  the  same  disastrous  result. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  COX.  When  I  made  the  motion  to  in- 
crease the  lax  upon  wool,  1  did  not  think  it  would 
give  rise  to  so  much  debate.  And,  sir,  I  do  not 
think  that  now,  on  a  bill  of  this  kind  not  matured, 
we  can  do  justice  to  any  interest  or  locality.  If 
the  tariff  is  to  be  increased  at  all  it  would  be  better 
to  adopt  a  jiroposition  sovnething  like  the  substi- 
tute of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
malce  a  general  increase  of  duly  on  all  imported 
goods  at  such  a  rate  as  the  House  may  determine. 
But,  sir,  I  wish  to  say  one  word  in  reference  to 
what  has  fallen  from  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  House  on  this  whole  business. 

I  am  tired  of  hearing  in  this  House  from  our 
New  England  friends,  that  we  are  all  the  time 
about  to  cripple  their  manufactures.  One  gentle- 
man representing  that  interest  now  says  that  we 
are  endeavoring  to  cripple  their  manufactures  by 
increasing  the  price  on  wool.  Why,  sir,  these 
New  England  manufacturers  are  getting  richer 
every  day;  richer  and  richer  and  richer.  They 
are  becoming  the  nabobs  of  this  country.  They 
are,  in  fact,  becoming  the  owners  of  this  country. 
They  hold  a  mortgage  upon  a  large  portion  of  the, 
values  of  this  country,  or  will,  when  they  have 
absorbed  the  public  debt  and  hold  all  the  bonds 
of  the  Government.  They  are  getting  all  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Government.  These  very  woolen 
manufacturers  to-day  are  receiving  protection  of 
almost  one  hundred  and  fifty  percent,  on  the  de- 
preciated paper  basis.  This  I  can  and  will  show 
by  the  figures  when  the  regular  tariff  bill  comes 
up  for  our  action. 

And  yet,  sir,  when  the  farmers  of  the  country 
ask  for  a  little  protection,  the  same  cry  is  raised, 
"  Do  not  cripple  the  manufacturers."  Howcrii)ple 
them.''  Because,  says  the  gentleman  upon  the 
other  side,  the  more  foreign  wool  you  bring  in  the 
higher  price  you  will  get  for  your  home-raised 
wool  I 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman refer  to  mc.'' 

Mr.  COX.  No,  sir.  I  refer  to  the  gentleman's 
colleague,  [Mr.  Dawks.] 

Mr.  DAWES.  Has  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
any  data  from  which  he  can  rise  and  deny  that 
statement.'' 

Mr.  COX.  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say 
that  the  importations  of  foreign  wool  were  a 
perfect  barometer  of  the  market  for  American 
wool. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  tell  the  gentleman  that  I  have 
the  price  current  of  wool  for  the  past  thirty  years, 
and  the  statement  of  any  month  for  each  year 
will  confirm  the  remark  I  made.  1  submit  to  the 
gentleman  that  he  not  only  has  no  authority  for 
denying  the  statement,  but  that  the  wool  statis- 
tics of  the  country  will  furnish  no  such  authority. 

JVIr.  COX.  I  will  meet  the  gentleman  upon 
that  subject  at  the  proper  time,  when  the  discus- 
sion comes  up  on  the  regular  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  know  of  no  more  proper 
time  than  now. 

Mr.  COX.  There  is  no  time  for  that  in  this 
five  minutes'  debate.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  the  increase  of  a  commodity  raises  its 
price  ill  the  market.  1  have  never  been  a  pro- 
tectionist. I  was  always  in  favor  of  the  largest 
intiM-change  between  thi.s  and. foreign  countries  in 
res[)ect  to  every  article. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  come  now  to  understand  the 
drift  of  the  genthinan's  argument,  when  he  says 
that  he  was  always  again.'st  protection. 

Mr.  COX.     'I'he  i'enllcman  must  hear  me  out 


before  he  makes  his  answer.  Since  the  gentleman 
and  his  friends  have  got  the  protection  so  enor- 
mously high  upon  their  peculiar  interests,  so 
high  as  almost  to  be  prohibitory,  I  claim  for  the 
farmers  of  the  West,  in  abso^ute  self-defense, 
some  little  regard  on  the  part  of  the  national  Legis- 
lature to  their  products  and  industries.  The  prod- 
ucts of  western  industry  have  now  but  very  little 
or  no  protection.  We  do  not  beg  for  bounties. 
We  do  not  get  any  for  the  grain  we  raise,  for  our 
wheat  and  corn,  for  our  live  stock,  our  butter,  or 
for  our  whisky,  if  you  please.  All  these  articles 
belong  to  the  unprotected  classes  of  industry. 
And  the  people,  thus  unprotected  and  by  whom 
the  bounties  for  other  classes  of  industry  are  paid, 
comprise  the  great  mass  of  our  population.  I 
know  why  the  gentleman  opposes  this  amend- 
ment. The  great  body  of  the  people  in  the  gen- 
tleman's district  are  living  upon  the  bounty  of 
the  West.  They  are  what  Tom  Paine  in  his 
"  Common  Sense"  calls  "  the  splendid  paupers 
of  the  country,"  living  on  the  sweat  and  toil  of 
other  people.  And  yet  when  we  ask  for  a  little 
care  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  they 
piteously  tell  us,  "  Oh,  you  cripple  our  industry  !" 
When  we  want  them  to  give  the  farmers  of  the 
West  a  little  protection  in  raising  the  very  wool 
they  use,  they  cry  out,  "  We  cannot  stand  it,  you 
are  crippling  our  manufactures  I" 

Now,  there  is  as  much  of  a  necessity  for  pro-  | 
tecting  the  wool  interest  of  the  country  as  for  any 
other  interest.  The  sheep  abroad,  in  Australia 
for  instance,  are  pastured  the  year  round.'  They 
do  not  require  hay;  fencing  and  shedding  are  not 
required,  nor  any  of  the  ordinary  expenses  con- 
nected with  sheep  raising  in  this  country.  There 
is,  therefore,  I  say,  some  necessity  for  giving  this 
class  of  industry  protection. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  think  that  this  debate  has 
run  long  enough,  and  I  propose  to  call  for  t4ie 
previous  question.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleinan 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens]  a  portion  of 
the  time  to  which  I  am  entitled  to  close  the  debate, 
for  the  purpose  of  explaining  his  substitute,  if  he 
desires  to  do  so. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  will  not  call  for  the  previous  question  on 
the  resolution  until  there  have  been  some  amend- 
ments proposed  in  reference  to  other  articles  of 
manufacture,  such  as  wine,  porter,  beer,  &c. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  We  have  consumed  more 
than  an  hour  in  debate. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  deny  us  an  ojijiortunity  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion in  that  particular. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  The  understand- 
ing was  that  we  should  have  a  fair  and  liberal  op- 
portunity to  discuss  this  important  measure. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  think  that  we  have  already 
had  it. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Only  one  or  two  subjects 
have  been  discussed,  and  yet  the  gentleman  now 
proposes  to  call  for  the  previous  question.  I  un- 
derstood that  we  were  to  consider  this  joint  res- 
olution as  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  that  it  was  to  be  open  to 
amendment  item  by  item. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  What  amendment  does  the 
gentleman  propose.' 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  want  to  move  to  strike  out 
that  portion  of  the  resolution  relating  to  wines, 
porter,  beer,  &c.,  and  to  offer  a  substitute  for  it. 
I  trust  the  gentleman  will  give  me  an  op|)orlunity 
to  submit  that  amendment.  It  is  a  right  due  to 
the  northwestern  section  of  the  country  from 
which  1  come. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  understanding  this 
morning  was  that  the  debate  should  run  for  an 
hour  and  that  then  the  previous  question  should 
be  called. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  The  gentleman 
will  remember  that  it  was  by  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  this  joint  resolution  was  takeii 
up  for  action.  Every  gentleman  on  thia  side  of 
the  House  con.-sented  tiial  it  should  be  taken  up 
in  the  House  instead  of  being  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  undcr.standing  that  it  should  be  open  to 
full  discu.ssion  and  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  For  a  reasonable  length  of 
time. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Who  is  to  be  the 
judge  of  what  is  reasonable.' 
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Mr.  MORRILL.  I  proposed  an  hour  and  there 
was  no  objection.  ^ 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  demand  tlie  previous  question.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  will  not  demand  the  pre- 
vious question  until  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  submit  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  pending  amendment. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  whether  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  him  to 
close  debate,  with  opportunity  to  offer  amend- 
ments.' 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  The  gentleman 
ought  to  be  satisfied  that  there  is  no  factious  dis- 
position on  this  side  of  the  House.  We  have 
met  him  in  the  most  liberal  spirit,  but  a  measure 
of  this  character  should  be  discussed;  and  so  long 
as  gentlemen  speak  to  the  question,  and  move  perti- 
nent amendments,  the  gentleman  should  permitit 
to  be  done. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
call  for  the  previous  question  in  a  very  short 
lime. 

Mr.  Cox's  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
ihen  disagreed  to. 

The  House  divided;  and  there  were — ayes  53, 
vioes  40. 

So  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  strike  out  that 
portion  of  the  resolution  which  relates  to  wine, 
porter,  ale,  beer,  &c.,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  in- 
sert: "On  wine,  ale,  porter,  beer,  brandy,  and 
other  spirits  and  other  liquors  and  cordials  of  all 
kinds,  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the 
duty  now  nutlioiized  by  law."  I  think  that  the 
duty,  instead  of  being  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cent., 
ought  to  be  one  hundred  per  cent.;  butin  view  of 
the  importance  of  the  increase  at  this  time,  I  am 
inclined  to  rest  content  with  fifty  per  cent.  No 
argument  is  necessary  to  show  the  necessity  for 
this  increase.  We  have  increased  the  duty  on 
domestic  spirits  and  wines  enormously,  and  this 
is  comparatively  a  small  increase. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  suppose  I  might  as  well 
avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  say  what  I  have 
to  say.  1  think  the  House  cannot  do  better  than 
now  to  adopt  my  proposition  and  end  this  con- 
troversy. 1  do  not  think  it  possible,  with  a  slip 
of  paper  containing  a  few  items  upon  it,  and  un- 
printed  at  that,  for  this  House  to  make  a  reason- 
able tariff  bill.  I  have  thought  so  from  the  first. 
If  we  go  on  in  this  way  we  shall  go  on  without 
knowing  what  we  are  doing,  and  when  we  have 
got  through  we  shall  know  no  better  what  we 
have  got. 

Now,  what  I  propose  is  that  we  shall  increase 
the  present  rates  fifty  per  cent,  on  everything  for 
sixty  days  to  come,  so  as  to  keep  out  this  rush 
of  importation,  until  we  can  mature  a  tariff  bill, 
print  it,  and  deliberately  consider  it  as  such  a  bill 
ought  to  be  consid(ned.  When  that  is  done,  let 
it  take  the  place  of  what  we  are  now  doing. 

it  is  plain  that  if  this  resolution  had  passed  a 
week  ago  we  should  have  received  more  than  two 
million  dollars  upon  the  importations  of  last  week 
alone,  and  we  sliould  have  saved  the  necessity  of 
txporiing  the  difference  between  §8,000,000  of 
imports  and  $.300,000  of  exports.  What  is  the 
consequence  of  this  state  of  things.'  Gentlemen 
may  wonder  what  it  is  that  affects  the  price  of 
gold.  I  know  there  are  many  things,  but  it  is 
not  any  mystery  to  me  that  after  we  have  cre- 
ated'a  necessity  by  our  own  action  for  the  export 
of  §7,000,000  of  gold,  to  pay  for  imports  which 
we  hud  no  exports  to  pay  with,  that  gold  should 
be  at  eighty-five  per  cent.  [)remimn  and  still  ris- 
ing. It  is  no  myst(;ry  to  me,  and  if  you  let  this 
thing  go  on  until  we  can  prepare  a  tariff  bill,  and 
let  importers  throw  into  the  market  all  the  goods 
they  can,  God  only  knows  where  and  what  the 
end  will  be, 

I  saw  a  letter  three  days  ago  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  from  a  gentleman  in  Liverpool 
comiected  with  a  large  house.  That  letter  stated 
that  since  this  tax  bill  has  been  pending  or  con- 
templated, larger  orders  by  one  half  have  been 
reci.'ived  from  America  in  on(;  week  than  were 
ever  before  received  in  any  one  week;  and  among 
other  things  it  was  mentioned   ihiii.  more  oiderH 


had  been  received  for  the  single  article  of  iron 
alone  than  ever  before  were  received  in  four  times 
the  same  length  of  time. 

Now,  sir,  I  hope,  in  order  that  this  bill  may 
go  untrammeled  and  with  a  single  section  to  the 
Senate  and  pass  to-morrow,  and  thus  stop  the 
further  evil  we  see  pending  and  which  we  have 
already  in  part  realized,  the  House  will  see  the 
propriety  of  adopting  my  amendment.  That  will 
give  us  time  for  reflection,  and  give  us  time  to 
mature  a  bill  which  will  be  satisfactory  to  all 
parts  of  the  House  and  country,  and  in  the  mean 
time  prevent  this  ruinous  influx  of  foreign  goods 
for  which  gold  must  be  sent  abroad  to  pay. 

I  do  notdesire  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House. 
I  think  the  House  should  agree  at  once  to  come 
to  a  vote,  and  I  shall  call  the  previous  question. 
I  do  not  think  that  anybody  who  takes  a  proper 
view  of  the  matter  ought  to  object.  Let  us  take 
a  vote  and  decide  the  question  at  once. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  If  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, as  now  stated, 
in  reference  to  the  passage  of  this  hasty  tariff 
bill,  be  to  depress  the  price  of  gold,  it  is  but  an- 
other of  the  efforts  upon  the  part  of  the  legisla- 
tive power  to  control  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  That  is  not  the  object,  but 
it  might  be  a  consequence.  The  object  is  to  get 
a  tariffupon  the  immense  amount  of  goods  which 
will  come  into  the  country  during  the  next  thirty 
days.  I  do  not  believe  much  in  legislating  to  de- 
press the  price  of  gold. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  think  we  .should 
be  satisfied  by  this  time  that  any  action  of  Con- 
gress to  control  the  price  of  gold  is  vain  and  fu- 
tile. We  have  already  made  an  effort  to  depress 
the  price  of  gold,  and  the  immediate  effect  was 
to  raise  it  from  sixty  to  eighty-five  cents  on  the 
dollar. 

If  the  object  be  revenue,  I  would  remind  the 
gentleman  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  prohibi- 
tion by  increasing  the  tariff  to  an  extraordinary 
extent;  that  when  you  place  an  import  duty  be- 
yond a  certain  height  the  necessary  effect  and 
result  is  to  prohibit  its  importation.  This  propo- 
sition is  either  for  revenue  or  for  prohibition.  It  is 
urged  here  that  the  American  people  are  extrava- 
gant; that  they  aregiven  to  an  extraordinary  con- 
sumption of  foreign  luxuries;  and  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  stop  the  consumption  of  foreign  luxuries 
by  the  adoption  of  prohibitory  measures  upon  the 
part  of  Congress.  If  that  be  the  object,  then  you 
lose  your  revenue;  if  revenue  be  your  object,  you 
can  only  go  to  a  certain  and  limited  extent.  But 
my  ground  of  opposition  to  this  proposition  is 
that  this  is  the  adoption  of  a  principle  in  tariff 
legislation  that  is  utterly  unprecedented  and  er- 
roneous to  the  commercial  as  well  as  the  Treasury 
interests  of  the  country.  I  would  rather  put  the 
tariff  at  fifty  per  cent.,  as  a  temporary  measure, 
until  we  can  mature  a  tariff  such  as  we  ought  to 
have.  If  the  gentleman  will  consent  to  reduce  it 
to  twenty-five  per  cent.  I  would  very  cheerfully 
vote  for  that. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  now  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Before  the  gentleman  does  that 
I  hope  he  will  allow  me  to  offer  my  proviso  to  the 
substitute. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     I  will  yield  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  add  to  the  substi- 
tute the  following  proviso: 

Proviiled,  Tli.it  priiitiiig  paper  unsized,  used  forl)ooksand 
newspaper!-  exclusively,  sliall  be  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  tliis  resolution. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  now  renew  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  concede  at 
the  outset  that  any  measure  that  can  be  adopted 
in  this  hurried  manner  must  necessarily  be  crude. 
Our  purpose  here  is  to  obtain  revenue.  If  we  im- 
pose anything  in  the  nature  of  an  enibargo  on  im- 
portations, then  we  must  increase  our  internal  tax. 
It  would  have  to  be  vastly  increased  or  we  should 
fail  in  our  object. 

Now,  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Peinisylvanisi  [IVIr.  Stevens]  imposes  a  horizon- 
tal or  an  indiscriminate  duty  u|)on  all  articles. 
In  my  judgment  it  is  better  to  go  over  these  arti- 
cles more  in  detail,  and  determine  what  articles 
will  boar  an  increased  rate  of  taxation.  The  bill 
introdue.ed    by  myself,   with    the  approval  of  a 


majority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
'imposes  discriminating  duties  upon  all  these  com- 
mon articles  of  consumptiou,  taxing  teas  and  ex- 
empting sugars  and  coffee,  already  dear  enough. 
I  think  it  more  expedient  to  pass  a  bill  of  that 
description  than  it  would  be  to  pass  a  bill  im- 
posing the  same  duty  upon  everything,  much 
higher  than  we  propose  permanently,  and  result- 
ing only  in  putting  money  into' the  pockets  of 
those  having  large  stocks  on  hand.  Everybody 
knows  that  an  increase  of  the  duties  of  fifty  per 
cent,  would  amount  on  many  articles  to  absolute 
prohibition.  1  trust  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens] 
will  not  prevail. 

The  question  now  being  upon  the  substitute, 

Mr.  MARCY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  the  substitute  was 
agreed  to — ayes  92,  noes  18. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  STEVENS  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  DAWSON  called  for  tellei-s  on  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

file  joint  resolution  was  passed. 

Mr.  "STEVENS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  passed;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  next  busineaa 
in  order  was  the  resolution  in  reference  to  min- 
eral lands  offered  on  last  Monday  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood.] 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  allow  me  to  offer  a  resolution  of  priv- 
ilege. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  yield  for  that 
purpose. 

HON.  FRANCIS  P.  BLAIU. 

Mr.  DAWES.    I  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolred,  That  tlie  President  be  requested  to  eommuni- 
cate  to  tliis  House  wlietlier  Hon.  Francis  P.  Blair,  Jr., 
representing  the  first  congressional  district  of  iVlissouri  in 
the  present  House,  now  holds  any  appointment  or  com- 
mission in  the  military  service  of  the  tJinled  States  ;  and 
if  so,  what  that  appointment  or  commission  is,  and  wlien 
the  said  Blair  accepted  the  same,  and  wlietlier  lie  is  now 
acting  under  tlie  autliority  of  any  su.cli  appointment  or  com- 
mission. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  while 
this  is  a  question  of  privilege  it  requires  unani- 
mous consent  to  be  considered  now,  being  a  call 
upon  the  President  for  information. 

Mr.  COX.  I  should  like  the  resolution  to  in- 
quire, also,  whether  any  other  member  of  Con- 
gress has  held  or  is  holding  a  military  commis- 
sion. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  may 
move  to  amend  it  in  that  way. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  unanimous  consent 
to  consider  the  resolution  at  this  time.' 

Mr.  POMEROY.     1  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  resolution  goes 
over,  under  the  rule,  for  one  day. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules. 
I  will  say  that  the  matter  under  consideration  by 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  touching  the  right 
to  a  seat  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  renders 
it  exceedingly  proper  that  we  should  have  that 
information. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  doubts  whether 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  can  yield,  if  there 
be  any  objection,  as  the  previous  question  has 
been  ordered  on  his  I'Csolution. 

Mr.  DAWES.  1  understood  the  gentleman 
to  permit  me  to  make  my  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules. 

Mr.  COX.  What  became  of  my  amendment? 
I  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  inquire 
in  regard  to  any  other  member  of  Congress  hold- 
ing a  commission  since  the  war  commenced. 

Mr.  DAWES.  1  have  not  got  any  objection 
to  the  largest  inquiry. 

The  SPEAKIiR.     The  Chair  hears  no  objcc- 
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lion  to  tlie  goiulemaii  from  Mnssacliusetts  moving 
10  suspend  the  rules. 

Ml-.  DAWES.  I  suggest  to  thogontlcman  from 
Oiiio  tliiil  if  he  will  mention  the  names  he  desires 
inserted  1  will  have  them  put  in. 

The  question  was  taken;  and,  two  thirds  voting 
in  favor  thereof,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the 
resolution  was  introduced. 

Mr.  DAWES.  1  move  the  previous  question 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  its  operation 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  was  adopted; and  also  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MINEUAL  LANDS. 

The  flouse  next  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  introduced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  on 
Monday  last,  on  which  the  main  question  had 
been  ordered,  the  pending  motion  being  that  of 
Mr.  McIndoe  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  preamble  to  the  resolution  recites  that  tiie 
Government  of  the  United  States  in  succeeding  to 
the  sovereignty  of  the  regions  of  country  in  which 
the  mines  of  Colorado  and  Arizona  are  situated  be- 
came in  vested  w  i  th  the  complete  proprietary  title  to 
SMid  m  ines;  that  no  act  ofCongress  has  been  passed 
alienating  or  providing  for  the  disposition  of  any 
part  tliercof  or  prescribing  measures  for  the  protec- 
tion of  them;  and  that  individuals  and  companies 
are  assuming  ownership  and  occupation,  and  at- 
tempting to  work  these  mines,  and  inducing  the  in- 
vestment of  capital  in  them  by  innocent  parties. 
It  therefore  resolves  that  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  requested  to  take  such  measures  as 
may  in  his  judgment  be  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Government 
in  the  mineral  lands  and  mines  of  Colorado  and 
Arizona  until  proper  legislation  be  provided  by 
Congress. 

.  Mr.  SHANNON.  1  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  allow  a  substitute  jirepared  by  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Kasson]  to  be  read  for 
information. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.     Certainly. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  send  up  with  that  consent 
the  substitute,  which  is  the  result  of  consultation 
of  a  number  of  members  on  this  subject. 

The  substitute  was  read.  It  provides  that  a 
select  committee  of  seven  members  be  appointed, 
to  be  denominated  a  select  committee  on  mineral 
lands,  to  consider  what  disposition  shall  be  made 
of  the  mineral  lands  owned  by  the  Government, 
and  what  legislation  relating  to  revenue  or  other- 
wise is  necessary  touching  the  same,  with  au- 
thority to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Is  it  in  order  for 
me  to  state  why  1  should  prefer  my  resolution  to 
the  substitute? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  be  done  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  would  very 
cheerfully  accept  this  substitute  but  for  one  rea- 
son. I  think  it  is  very  obvious  that  itis  now  too 
late  in  the  session  to  prepare  a  bill,  and  pass  it 
through  both  Houses  of  Congress,  to  meet  this 
emergency.  We  may  safely  conclude  that  no 
measure  will  pass  this  Congress  and  become  a  law 
to  meet  the  case.  Hence  my  resolution  proposes 
that  the  President  shall  proceed  to  protect  tlie  in- 
terests of  the  Government  in  these  mines.  I  de- 
sire, in  this  connection,  that  the  Clerk  will  read 
a  letter  addressed  to  myself  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  which  will  ex- 
[jlain  the  object  of  my  resolution. 

Tlie  Clerk  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

GiiNKRA.r,  Land  Okkice,  Jljiril  16,  t8Cl. 

Hin:  1  liad  yt.ilcrday  lliu  lioiuir  to;rtcelvi!  your  loiter  of 
lliu  1:2th  iiislaiit,  niid  in  rel'treiic*  to  tlin  mines  olColorndo 
mid  ArizDim  liavc  to  stain  tliat  tli<;  Uiiilud  Slates  In  auo- 
cecdliig  10  tlic  ROVerci!»iity  of  tlio  regions  of  cnunlry  in 
which  (lie  min(!.4  are  situated  became  invested  witli  a  cniii- 
lilete  propriclary  title  in  xaid  iiiiiii;.",  and  tlinl  no  acl  o( 
Coneief>.-<  lias  yi:t  licen  passed  alienating  or  providing  for 
lliu  di'^posal  of  any  part  thereof,  or  prescrlhlng  measures 
l>ir  the  u.^e  anil  working  of  lliein  ;  indlvlilualH  and  coin- 
nnnlcD  lierelol'ore  or  now  occupy  ing  dllfereiit  niinos  tiaviiig 
lieeii  and  lieiiiK  lliere  iiiirely  by  hull'eraiicc,  gruwin);  out 
uf  the  past  negative  policy  respecting  lliem. 

ThU  oincc,  unaided  liy  any  legislation  in  regard  to  our 
miner.'il  iiitereHl,  lian  collected  all  the  data  vvilliiii  Its  reach 
mid  pri'si'nti'il  the  laniehi  tin!  aiiMiiiil  reports  of  l»<«l-l>ii-6:t. 


copies  herewith.  It  is  in  place  further  to  remark  that  in 
order  to  make  our  great  iinlional  mineral  estate  subservient 
to  the  public  interest  as  a  source  of  revenue,  and  yel  do 
no  violence  to  divci«e  local  customs  and  usages  wliicli 
have  grown  up  at  different  [iluces  yielding  annually  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  capital  and  individual  labor,  we  have 
suggested  legislation,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  reports  afore- 
said, and  a  measure  looking  to  such  legislation  has  been 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Repriisenlatives  as  bill  No.  344 
"ill  relation  to  the  mines  and  minerals  in  the  public  do- 
main." 

We  have  no  compilation  of  the  local  mining  usages  pre- 
vailing, the  matter  not  having  been  placed  by  law  under 
the  management  of  this  oflicc. 

With  great  respect, 

J.  M.  EDAIUNDS,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  Fernando  Wood,  House  of  Representatiues. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  a  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Is  debate 
in  order.'' 

The  SPEAKER.  There  are  two  undobatable 
propositions  pending.  And  if  the  gentleman 
objects,  further  debate  will  be  arrested. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.     I  do  object. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Tlie  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  63,  nays  49;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Arnold,  Ba.xter,  Beanian,  Blaine,  Bout- 
well,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Uobb,  Cole, 
Creswell,  Dawson,  Eliot,  Fanisworlh,  Fenton,  Frank, 
Garfield, Grinnell,  Hall,  Harrington,  Higl)y,Hotchkiss,  Asa- 
liel  W.  Hubbard,  John  II.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kel- 
ley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlaiuhi  Kellogg,  Knapp,  Marvin, 
McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Mooihead,  Morrill, 
Daniel  Morris,  Amos  JMyers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Odell, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Perhani,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William 
H.  Randall,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sliaiinon, 
Sloan,  Smith,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Stuart,  Tliayer,  Upson, 
Elihu  a.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Williams, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  and  Windom— 63. 

NAYS — Mi^ssrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Amos,  Ancona,  Augustus 
C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Jacob  li.  Blair,  Brandegee, 
Cox,  Cravens,  Denisoii,  DiXiUi,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley, 
Eden,  Eldridge,  English,  Fiiick,Ganson,Griswold,  Holmaii, 
Jenckes,  Philip  Johnson,  Kalbfleisch,  Kernan,  Lazear, 
Long,  McAllister,  McDowell, MeKinney,  Middlcton,  Wil- 
liam H.Miller,  Morrison.  Nelson,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Ross, 
Scofield,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Tracy, 
Webster,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White, 
Wlnfield,  and  Fernando  Wood— 49. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  inquired  whether  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Schenck]  was  not  paired 
with  Mr.  Brown,  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  did  not  so  understand  it. 
An  arrangennent  was  made  in  my  absence  that  I 
should  be  paired  off,  first  with  a  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  wliich  was  subsequently  transferred  to 
some  gentleman  from  Wisconsin,  but  which  has 
expired  to-day,  as  I  understood.  However,  to 
avoid  any  misapprehension  in  reference  to  the 
matter,  I  will  withdraw  my  vote. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MAINE  DEFENSES. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Maine ,  asking  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment to  provide  proper  defenses  for  the  north- 
east frontier  of  Maine;  and  moved  that  they  be 
printed  and  referred  to  a  special  committee  of 
seven. 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  ojiposed  to  raising  any  more 
select  committees.  This  House  is  full  of  them 
already.  I  hope  the  resolutions  will  be  referred 
to  one  of  the  standing  committees  of  the  House. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  trust  that  my  friend 
from  Ohio  will  withdraw  his  objection.  These 
resolutions  refer  to  a  variety  o(  matters;  and  I 
really  should  not  know  to  what  standing  commit- 
tee to  send  them. 

Mr.  COX.  There  are  about  twenty  special 
committees  already,  and  I  must  object  to  raising 
any  more. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  These  resolutions  pror 
pose  to  set  apart  claims  of  that  State  f<n-  certain 
purposes  for  their  relief,  one  of  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  knows  something  about,  and  it 
should  go  to  his  committee;  another  should  go  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  a  third  to  the  Com- 
nyitee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  COX.     The  KU!(j;<'M'i"ti  of  the  gentleman 


confirms  me  in  my  opinion.  One  claiin  con- 
nected with  that  northeast  Maine  boundary  cer- 
tainly ought  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs.  That  is  tlie  only  coinmiftee  wliich  can 
properly  take  cognizance  of  it. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine.  I  certainly  have  no  ob- 
jection whatever  to  its  going  there. 

The  vote  was  taken;  and  on  a  division,  tliere 
were — ayes  43,  noes  23;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  SJPEAKER  ordered  tellers;and  appointed 
Messrs.  Cox,  and  Rice  of  Maine. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  64,  noes  28. 

So  the  resolation  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  RICE,  of  Maine, 
(at  half  oast  nine  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  ^pril  26, 18G4. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Marks. 
ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  PRO  TEMPORE. 

The  Chief  Clerk  (William  Hicket,  Esq.) 
called  the  Senate  to  order  and  said:  The  following 
letter  has  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  from  the  Vice  President: 

Vice  President's  Chamber, 

Washington,  ^pril  25, 1864. 
My  Dear  Sir:  1  expect  to  be  absent  from  the  Senate  on 
and  after  to-morrow,  and  1  desire  you  to  communicate  Iha 
information  to  the  Senate. 

Yours  truly,  H.  HAMLIN. 

Colonel  J.  W.  Forney,  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FOOT.      1  offer  the  following  resolution: 
Rcsoh-ed,   That  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President, 
Hon.  Daniel  Clark,  of  New  Hampshire,  be,  and  he  la 
hereby,  chosen  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  nem.con. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  Hon.  Mr.  Clark  isunan- 
imou.sly  elected  President  pj-o  tempore  of  the  Sen- 
ate. Mr.  FooTand  Mr.  Hendricks  will  be  pleased 
to  conduct  the  President  ;)ro /eoipore  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Foot  and  Mr.  Hendricks  conducted  the 
President  y))-o  tempore  to  the  chair,  and  he  called 
the  Senate  to  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOOT,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  upon  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  and  inform  him  that  the  Senate,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Vice  President,  has  chosen  Hon.  Daniel 
Clark,  of  New  Hainpshiro,  President  of  the  Senate  pro 
tempore;  and  that  he  make  a  similar  communication  to 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  signed  the  fol- 
lowing enrolled  bills,  which  were  heretofore 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  130)  for  a  charter  of  Masonic 
Hall  Association  in  Washington  city.  District  of 
Columbia; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  249)  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
a  register  to  the  steam  vessel  John  Martin;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  408)  for  the  relief  of  post- 
masters who  have  been  robbed  by  coniedcrate 
forces  or  rebel  guerrillas. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
religious  Society  of  Friends  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing that  a  department  for  savings  may  be  insti- 
tuted in  the  nature  of  a  savings  bank,  by  which 
refugees  from  slavery,  commonly  called  freedmen, 
may  be  enabled  under  the  security  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  save  their  earnings;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  slavery  and  freedmen. 

Mr.  RIDDLE  presented  a  memorial  of  tho 
Delaware  Railroad  Coiniuiny  and  the  New  Cas- 
tle and  Wilmington  Railroad  Company,  remon- 
strating against  the  extension  of  the  Goodyear 
patent  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India 
rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas,  |)rcsentcd  a  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Lawrence,  Kansas,  who  suffered 
by  the  sacking  and  burning  of  that  city  by  GLuan- 
irell's  biuid  in  August,  1863,  praying  to  be  re- 
lieved from  the  paymentof  the  income  tax  to  the 
United  Stales  Government  now  standing  against 
them;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 
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POSTAL  MONEY  ORDER  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  As  I  see  that  there  are  no 
other  petitions  to  be  presented,  I  desire  to  call  up 
a  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads.  There  are  some  four  orfive  bills 
relating  to  the  Post  Office  Department  on  the  Cal- 
endar, and  I  do  not  see  that  they  can  ever  be 
reached  in  any  other  way  unless  1  move  to  call 
them  up.  I  move,  therefore,  to  dispense  with  all 
previous  orders,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
House  bill  No.  185,  to  establish  a  postal  money 
order  system. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  Will  the  Sen- 
ator allow  the  Chair  to  call  for  reports  under  the 
rule? 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  hope  I  may  be  privi- 
leged to  get  this  bill  up  first.  I  observe  that  when 
committees  are  called  for  reports  they  ask  for 
action  on  them,  and  then  I  can  get  nothing  in. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  desires  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  th& 
bill  indicated   by  him. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  1  have  no  objection  after 
the  bill  is  taken  up  to  allow  reports  to  be  made. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  will  now  yield  to  re- 
ports upon  which  action  is  not  demanded. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HALE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  S. 
W.  Godon,  a  commodore  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  praying  for  relief  from  the  alleged  injustice 
done  him  by  placing  him  on  the  retired  list,  re- 
ported a  bill  (S.  No.  253)  to  amend  the  act  of  the 
21st  of  December,  1861,  entitled  "An  act  to  further 
promote  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy;"  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  reported  a 
bill  (S.  No.  256)  to  change  and  define  the  bound- 
aries of  the  eastern  and  western  judicial  districts 
of  Virginia,  and  to  alter  the  names  of  said  dis- 
tricts, and  for  other  purposes;  wliich  was  read 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  was  referred  a  re.solution  to  print 
one  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  have  instruct- 
ed me  to  report  the  same  back  without  amend- 
ment, and  recommend  its  passage,  and  I  ask  for 
its  present  consideration. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  shall  want  to  debate  that 
matter,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  have  it  acted  on  now. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  Objection  be- 
ing made,  the  report  cannot  be  considered  to-day. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  It  was  distinctly  under- 
stood when  I  got  up  my  bill  that  there  was  to  be 
no  action  on  anything  else. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  will  ask  the  Chair  if  I 
can  withdraw  the  report  that  I  have  just  made 
and  present  it  on  another  day? 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Chair 
thinks  so,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Then  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  be  allowed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection,  and  the  report  is  withdrawn. 

HILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  HALE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  254)  to 
provide  for  the  uniform  draining  and  ])aving  of 
the  streets  of  Washington,  at  thecxpense  of  prop- 
erly holders,  under  the  direction  of  a  Government 
engineer;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
255)  in  relation  to  the  mines  and  minerals  in  the 
public  domain;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
257)  to  inrreasc  the  number  ofcndcts  in  the  Army, 
and  I'lir  oilier  pui  poses;  which  was  rend  twice  by 
ill:  title,  rLlcrrud  lo  the  Comiiiiitce  on  Military 
Adiiirs  and  ilu;  Militia,  and  ordered  lo  be  jiriiitcd. 


He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  ob- 
tained, leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  (S. 
No.  47)  to  appropriate  $25,01)0,000  for  the  sub- 
sistence and  pay  of  militia  called  out  by  the  Pres- 
ident; which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

POSTAL  MONEY  ORDER  SYSTEM. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  185)  to  establish  a  postal  money  order  sys- 
tem. 

To  promote  public  convenience  and  to  insure 
greater  security  in  the  transferof  money  through 
the  United  Stales  mails,  the  bill  authorizes  the 
Postmaster  General  to  establish,  undersuch  rules 
and  regulations  as  he  may  find  expedient  and 
necessary,  a  uniform  money  order  system  at  all 
post  offices  wliich  he  may  deem  suitable  therefor, 
and  which  shall  be  designated  and  known  as 
"  money  order  offices."  It  is  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
deputy  postmaster  at  every  money  order  office  to 
issue,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  the  Postmas- 
ter General  may  prescribe,  an  order  for  a  sum  of 
money  payable  by  the  deputy  postmaster  of  any 
other  money  order  office  which  the  person  apply- 
ing therefor  may  select.  The  deputy  postmaster 
who  issues  such  order  is  lo  be  required  to  send 
through  the  mails,  without  delay,  lo  the  deputy 
postmaster  on  whom  it  is  drawn,  due  notice 
thereof,  and  he  is  not  to  deliver  such  order  to  the 
applicant  therefor  until  the  latter  shall  first  have 
deposited  with  him  the  amount  of  money  for 
which  such  order  is  drawn,  together  with  the 
proper  charge  or  fee  therefor.  It  is  not  to  be  law- 
ful for  any  deputy  postmaster  to  issue  a  money 
order  on  any  other  deputy  postmaster  without 
having  previously  received  the  money  therefor. 
Any  person  violating  this  provision  is  to  be  deemed 
guilty  of  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof 
is  to  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  fifty  nor 
more  than  five  hundred  dollars. 

A  money  order  is  not  to  be  valid  or  payable  un- 
les.s  it  be  drawn  on  a  printed  or  engraved  form, 
which  is  to  be  furnished  to  the  money  order  offices 
by  the  Postmaster  General.  It  is  to  be  the  duty 
of  tile  latter  to  supply  such  offices  also  with  the 
blank  forms  of  application  for  money  orders,  one 
of  which  the  deputy  postmaster  is  lo  hand  to  each 
applicant  for  a  money  order,  who  is  to  be  required 
lb  enter,  or  cause  to  be  entered,  therein  his  own 
name  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  party  to 
whom  the  order  is  to  be  paid,  together  with  the 
amount  thereof  and  the  date  of  application.  All 
such  applications,  when  filled  up  and  delivered 
to  the  deputy  postmaster,  are  to  be  preserved  on 
file  at  liis  office  forsucli  length  of  time  as  the  Post- 
master General  may  prescribe. 

No  money  order  is  lo  be  issued  for  any  sum 
less  than  one  or  more  than  thirty  dollars;  and  all 
persons  who  receive  money  orders  are  to  be  re- 
quired to  pay  therefor  the  following  charges  or 
fees,  namely:  for  an  order  for  one  dollar,  or  for 
any  larger  sum,  but  not  exceeding  ten  dollars,  a 
fee  of  ten  cents  is  lo  be  charged  and  exacted  by 
the  postmaster  giving  such  order;  foran  order  of 
more  than  ten  and  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars, 
the  charge  is  lo  be  fifteen  cents;  and  for  every 
order  exceeding  twenty  dollars  a  fee  of  twenty 
cents  is  to  be  charged. 

If  the  purchaser  of  a  money  order,  from  having 
made  an  error  in  staling  the  name  of  the  office  of 
payment,  or  the  name  of  the  payee,  or  for  other 
reasoiV8,be  desirous  that  the  money  order  be  mod- 
ified or  changed,  it  is  to  be  theduly  of  the  deputy 
postmaster  from  whom  he  received  it  to  take  back, 
at  his  request,  the  first  order,  and  issue  another 
in  lieu  thereof,  for  which  a  new  fee  is  to  be  charged 
and  exacted;  and  it  is  also  to  be  the  duty  of  a 
deputy  postmaster  to  repay  the  amount  of  any 
money  order  to  the  person  who  obtained  it,  if  the 
latter  apply  for  such  repayment  and  return  the 
money  order;  but  the  charge  or  fee  paid  therefor 
is  not  in  any  case  to  be  refunded. 

If  any  money  order  be  not  presented  to  the  dep- 
uty postmaster  on  whom  it  is  drawn  within  ninety 
days  after  its  date,  it  is  not  to  be  valid  or  payable; 
but  ihe  Postmaster  General  is  authorized,  on  ap- 
plication of  the  payee  of  such  money  order,  to 
cause  a  new  order  in  lieu  thereof  lo  be  issued  in 
hifi  favor,  for  which  a  second  fee  is  to  be  exacted. 
The  Postmaster  General  is  further  authorized, 
whenever  a  money  order  shall  have  been  lost,  to 
cause  a  duplicate  thereof  to  be  issued,  for  which 


a  second  fee  is  to  be  paid  on  application  of  the  re- 
mitter or  of  the  payee  of  such  order,  provided  the 
party  losing  the  original  shall  furnish  a  statement, 
under  oath  or  affirmation ,  setting  forth  the  loss  or 
destruction  thereof,  and  a  certificate  from  the  post- 
master by  whom  it  was  payable  that  it  had  not 
been  paid,  and  that  it  would  not  thereafter  be 
paid. 

The  payee  of  a  money  order  may ,  by  his  written 
indorsement  thereon,  direct  it  to  be  paid  to  any 
other  person,  and  it  islo  be  the  duty  of  the  deputy 
postmaster  on  whom  it  is  ordered  to  pay  the 
amount  thereof  to  the  person  thus  designated,  pro- 
vided the  person  to  whom  the  money  order  is  in- 
dorsed shall  furnish  such  proof  as  the  Postmaster 
General  may  require  that  the  written  indorsement 
is  genuine,  and  that  he  is  the  person  thereby  em- 
powered lo  receive  payment  of  the  order;  but  such 
second  person  is  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  indorse  the 
same  order  to  a  third  party,  and  more  than  one 
indorsement  will  render  any  order  invalid  and 
not  payable;  and  the  holder  thereof,  in  order  lo 
obtain  the  amount  of  the  order,  is  to  be  required 
to  apply  in  writing  to  the  Postmaster  General  for 
a  new  order  in  lieu  thereof,  for  which  new  order 
a  second  fee  is  to  be  charged;  but  in  all  cases  under 
this  section  the  original  order  is  to  be  returned, 
and  such  proof  is  to  be  made  of  the  genuineness 
of  the  indorsement  thereon  as  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral may  require. 

Deputy  postmasters,  at  money  order  offices, 
may  be  allowed  by  the  Postmaster  General,  as  a 
compensation  for  the  issuing  and  paying  of  money 
orders,  not  exceeding  one  third  of  the  whole 
amount  of  fees  on  money  orders  issued,  and,  at 
the  option  of  the  Postmaster  General,  one  eighth 
of  one  per  cent,  on  the  gross  amount  of  orders 
paid  at  their  offices;  but  all  emoluments  arising 
from  such  rates  of  compensation  are  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  the  forty-first  section  of 
the  act  of  March  3,  1825,  entitled  "An  act  to 
reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  establishing  the 
Post  Office  Department." 

It  is  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General 
to  require  all  postmasters  who  may  be  authorized 
to  issue  and  pay  money  orders  to  execute  new 
official  bonds  conij^ioned  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  all  duties  and  obligations  imposed 
by  this  act,  in  addition  Jo  those  required  of  them 
by  existing  laws  as  postmasters  ;  and  it  is  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  direct  all 
payments  or  transfers  to  or  from  money  order 
offices.  Pie  may  direct  transfers  of  money  order 
funds  from  one  postmaster  to  another,  and  he 
may  require  and  direct  transfers  or  payments  to 
be  made  from  the  funds  received  for  money  orders 
lo  creditors  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  to  be 
replaced  by  equivalent  transfers  from  the  funds 
of  the  Department  ai'ising  from  postages.  It  is 
to  be  the  further  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General 
to  require  each  postmaster  to  render  to  the  Aud- 
itor of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment weekly,  semi-weekly,  or  daily  accounts  of 
all  money  orders  issued  and  paid,  and  of  all  fees 
received  for  issuing  them,  of  all  transfers,  or 
payments  made  from  funds  received  for  money 
orders,  and  of  all  moneys  received  lo  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  money  orders,  or  on  account 
of  money  order  offices. 

It  is  lo  be  the  duty  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  Post  Office  Department  lo  receive  all 
accounts  arising  in  the  money  order  offices,  or 
relative  thereto,  and  to  audit  and  settle  the  same, 
and  lo  certify  their  balances  to  the  Postmaster 
General  as  often  as  he  may  require.  He  is  to 
keep  and  preserve  all  accounts  arising  in  the 
offices,  and  report  to  the  Postmaster  General  all 
delinquencies  of  postmasters  in  rendering  their 
money  order  accounts,  or  in  paying  over  money 
order  funds.  He  is  lo  keep  the  accounts  of  the 
money  order  offices  separately  from  the  accounts 
for  postages,  and  in  such  manner  as  lo  show  the 
number  and  amount  of  money  orders  issued  by 
each  postmaster,  and  the  number  and  amount  of 
money  orders  paid,  the  amount  of  fees  received, 
and  all  the  exjjjiises  of  the  establishment.  It  is 
^j  be  the  further  duty  of  the  Auditor  lo  superin- 
tend the  collection  of  all  debts  due  to  ihe  United 
States,  or  to  the  Post  Office  Department,  by 
present  or  late  postmasters,  or  other  persons,  who 
are,  or  may  have  been,  employed  in  the  money 
order  offices;  He  is  to  direct  suits  and  legal  pro- 
ceedings, and  take  all  such  measures  as  may  be 
authorized  by  law  lo  enforce  the  payment  of  .-;uoh 
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debts,  or  for  tlie  recovery  of  any  peiifillies  arising 
under  ihe  provisions  of  this  net. 

Ail  moneys  received  for  the  sale  of  money 
orders,  including  all  fees  received  for  selling  the 
same, all  moneys  transferred  from  the  funds  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  to  the  money  order  offices, 
all  funds  transferred  or  paid  from  the  money  order 
offices  to  the  use  and  service  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  all  transfers  of  funds  from  one 
postmaster  to  another  for  the  use  of  the  money 
order  offices,  are  to  be  deemed  and  talcen  to  be 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates. 
If  any  postmaster,  assistant  clerk,  or  other  per- 
son employed  in  or  connected  with  the  business 
or  operations  of  the  money  order  offices,  shall 
convert  to  liis  own  use,  in  any  way  whatever, 
or  shall  use  by  way  of  investment  in  any  kind 
of  property  or  merchandise,  or  shall  loan,  with 
or  without  interest,  or  shall  deposit  in  any  bank, 
or  shall  exciiange  for  other  funds,  any  portion 
of  such  moneys,  every  such  act  is  to  be  deemed 
and  adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  of  so  much 
of  the  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted, 
used,  loaned,  deposited,  or  exchanged,  which  is 
declared  to  be  a  felony,  and  any  failure  to  pay 
over  or  to  produce  the  moneys  intrusted  to  sucli 
person  for  the  use  of  the  money  order  offices  is 
to  be  held  and  taken  to  be  pjimo/acie  evidence  of 
such  embezzlement.  Any  postmaster,  assistant, 
clerk,  or  other  person  employed  in  or  connected 
with  the  business  of  the  money  order  offices, 
and  all  otlier  persons  advising  or  participating  in 
such  act,  on  being  convicted  thereof  before  any 
court  of  the  United  States  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion, are  to  be  sentenced  to  irwprisonment  for  a 
term  of  not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than 
ten  years,  and  to  a  fine  equal  to  the  amount  of 
the  money  embezzled.  Upon  the  trial  of  any 
indictment  against  any  person  for  embezzling 
public  money  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  it 
18  to  be  prima  facie  evidence  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  a  balance  against  such  person  to  produce 
a  transcript  from  the  money  order  account  books 
of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office 
Department;  and  such  transcript,  when  certified 
by  the  Auditor  under  his  seal  of  office,  is  to  be 
admitted  as  evidence  in  the  ^urts  of  the  United 
Stales. 

If  any  person  shall  falsely  make,  forge,  coun- 
terfeit, engrave,  or  print,  or  cause  or  procure  to 
be  falsely  made,  forged,  counterfeited,  engraved, 
or  printed,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely 
making,  forging,  counterfeiting,  engraving,  or 
printing  any  order  in  imitation  of  or  purporting 
to  be  a  money  order  issued  by  one  postmaster 
upon  another  postmaster;  or  shall  falsely  alter, 
or  cause  or  procure  to  be  altered,  or  willingly  aid 
or  assist  in  falsely  altering,  any  money  order  is- 
sued as  aforesaid;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish, 
or  attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any 
false,  forged,  or  counterfeited  order,  purporting 
to  be  a  money  order,  knowing  the  same  to  be 
falsely  forged  or  counterfeited;  or  shall  pass,  ut- 
ter, or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  pub- 
lish, as  true,  any  falsely  altered  money  order, 
issued  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely 
altered,  with  an  intent  to  defraud, every  such  per- 
son is  to  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony, 
and  being  thereof  convicted,  is  to  be  sentenced  to 
be  imprisoned  and  kept  atiiard  labor  for  a  period 
of  not  less  than  three  years,  nor  more  than  ten 
years,  and  be  fined  in  a  sum  notexceeding  ^5,000. 

For  the  [)urpose  of  carrying  on  ihe  business  of 
the  money  order  office.s,  and  ki^epingand  settling 
their  accounts,  liie  Postmaster  General  may  ap- 
point, in  his  Di.'|>artment,  one  superintendent  of 
the  money  ord(!r  .system,  al  an  annual  salary  of 
;5)2,500,  and  two  clerks,  to  wit:  one  of  class  four, 
and  one  of  clasH  three.  And  llie  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  nniy,  from  lime  to  time,  appoint  in  the 
office  ot  the  Auditor  of  llie  'I'reasury  for  the  Po.st 
Oiiice  Di'panmi-nt,  the  necessary  clerks,  in  nil  not 
lo  exceed  six,  to  wit:  one  of  class  four,  and  five 
of  class  two.  The  Postmasler  General  is  further 
authorized  to  cause  such  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  money  order  offices  as  he  may 
find  n(xessary  for  conducting  the  operations  of 
the  money  order  system;  but  the  com[)en3ation 
of  all  the  clerks  authorized  by  tliis  act  is  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  revenue  accruing  from  the  money 
order  busini'ss. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Since  thi.s  bill  has  been 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Po.st OlFicea  and 
Post  Roudtj,  on  coinmuiiicuiicin  wiih  the  iiiud  r>f 


the  Post  Office  Department,  he  desires  several 
amendments  made  to  it.  1  have  ("xamined  them, 
and  so  far  as  they  seem  tome  to  be  right  I  desire 
to  propose  them.  In  section  eight,  line  fourteen, 
after  the  word  "  postages,"  I  move  to  insert  the 
following  words: 

And  lie  may  require  and  direct  transfers  or  payments 
to  l)e  made  from  tlie  funds  of  tlie  Post  Office  D.cparlmeiit 
in  tlie  liands  of  any  postmaster  arising  from  postages  to  the 
money  order  offices. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  offer  another  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  as  a  new  section  immediately 
after  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill: 

^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  out  of  Ihe  moneys  paid 
into  the  Treasury  for  the  serviceof  tlie  Post  Office  Depait- 
lucnt.  the  Postmaster  General  shall  liave  power  t<>  transfer 
to  the  deputy  postmaster  of  any  money  order  office  such 
sum  as  may  he  required  over  and  above  the  current  reve- 
nue thereof,  to  pay  money  orders  drawn  on  the  latter;  and 
such  transfers  shall  be  made  by  warrant  on  the  Treasury 
hy  the  Postmaster  General,  and  countersigned  and  regis- 
tered by  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office 
Department. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  In  the  sixth  line  of  the 
twelfth  section  before  the  word  "clerks"  I  move 
to  strike  out  •'  two"  and  to  insert  "  three,"  so  as 
to  allow  three  clerks  to  the  superintendent  of  this 
money  order  system. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  In  the  next  line  of  the 
same  section,  1  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "one" 
and  insert  "  two,"  so  as  to  allow  two  clerks  of 
class  three  instead  of  one. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  In  the  eleventh  line  of  the 
same  section  after  the  word  "  two"  I  move  to  in- 
sert these  words: 

And  to  provide  for  the  compensation  of  tlie  said  super- 
intendent and  clerks  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1865,  the  sum  of  $17,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary, is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  In  line  fourteen  of  the 
same  section,  after  the  word  "system,"  I  move 
to  insert  the  words,  "  whose  compensation  shall 
be  fiaid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  money  order 
business;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

And  that  the  Postmaster  General  is  further  authorized  to 
cause  such  additional  clerks  to  be  employed  in  Ihe  money 
order  offices  as  he  may  find  necessary  for  conducting  the 
operations  of  llie  money  order  syst<Mn.  whoso  compensa- 
tion shall  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  cif  the  money  order 
business. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  have  one  more  amend- 
ment to  offer.  It  is  to  strike  out  all  of  the  pro- 
viso to  the  twelfth  section  after  the  words  "Pro- 
vided, however,"  in  the  fifteenth  line,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

That  the  compensation  of  all  the  aforesaid  clerks  au- 
thorized by  this  act  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue  accru- 
ing from  the  money  order  business. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

That  to  me<'l  any  deficiency  that  may  arise  in  the  amount 
of  such  proceeds  during  the  first  year,  the  sum  of  ,f  100,000, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appro- 
priated out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended , 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  iti.  The 
amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  It  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

FKANKED  MATTER. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  1  wish  to  call  up  Senate 
bill  No.  iiW. 

Ml'.  nOWE.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Senalor  fiom 
Vermont  to  let  the  unfinished  business  of  yester- 
day come  up. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.     What  is  it? 

iVIr.  HOWE.  It  is  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
relief  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  have  not  been  able  yet 
■ufficienily  to  accpiaint  myself  with  that  matter. 

Mr.  CONN  ESS.  1  hope  we  shall  get  the  post 
office  bills  through  this  morning,  since  we  have 
begun  with  them. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  There  are  only  four  of 
tiiem  left,  I    believe. 

The  PRESlDEiN T  pro  tempore.  The  question 
is  on  (lie  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 


The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S.  No. 
248)  in  relation  to  franked  matter  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  It  provides  that  all  comnnunications 
of  whatever  origin  addressed  to  the  chiefs  of  the 
several  Executive  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  to  such  principal  officers  of  each  Execu- 
tive Department,  being  heads  of  bureaus  or  chief 
clerks,  or  one  duly  authorized  by  the  Postmaster 
General  to  frank  official  matter,  shall  be  received 
and  conveyed  by  mail  free  of  postage  without  be- 
ing indorsed  "official  business." 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  wish  to  insertat  theend 
of  the  bill  "  or  with  the  name  of  ihe  writer."  By 
the  law  of  last  year  the  Departments  had  the  right 
to  frank  letters,  indorsing  theieon  "official  busi- 
ness," upon  the  business  of  their  Departments; 
but  in  receiving  answers  nobody  was  authorized 
to  send  papers  to  them  without  prepaying  the 
postage,  unless  certain  officials  in  the  Army  and 
elsewhere,  and  they  were  to  write  "official  busi- 
ness," and  sign  their  names  to  that  indorsement. 
That  has  turned  out  to  be  a  very  great  inconven- 
ience. This  bill  provides  that  all  communica- 
tions made  to  the  Departments  shall  have  the  right 
to  be  franked,  and  may  be  received  though  they 
are  not  indorsed  "  official  business,"  because  the 
difficulty  that  is  now  created  is  that  the  officers 
in  the  Army  and  elsewhere,  not  understanding 
the  law,  send  their  official  )iapers  without  sign- 
ing their  names  to  the  inilorsement,  and  often 
without  the  indorsement,  and  then  they  go  to  the 
dead  letter  office,  and  they  have  to  keep  an  ac- 
count, to  charge  double  postage  on  those  letters 
to  the  proper  Department,  and  keep  a  clerk  to 
look  it  up.  It  makes  so  much  difficulty  that  we 
think  it  better  to  amend  the  law. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  HALE.  1  want  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads  if  he  does  not  propose  to  put  any  limit  to 
the  weight  of  these  documents.' 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  There  is  no  limit  to  those 
they  send  out,  and  we  cannot  very  well  put  a 
limit.  They  are  on  all  sorts  of  business — quar- 
terly returns  from  postmasters,  returns  frmn.  the 
quartermaster's  department,  &c.  We  cannot  fix 
any  particular  limit. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  want  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Coinmittee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads  if  it  would  not  be  well,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  detriment  to  the  public  service,  to  put 
some  limit  here;  and  if  he  cannot  put  in  a  limit 
as  to  quantity,  whether  it  would  not  be  expedi- 
ent to  put  in  a  limit  as  to  qualiiy ;  that  is,  that  this 
frank  should  cover  only  official  correspondence, 
or  something  of  that  sort. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  The  trouble  is  this:  as  the 
law  now  stands  any  quartermaster  making  re- 
turns in  the  Army,  any  official  in  sending  letters 
to  his  Department,  has  to  write  on  them  "  official 
business,"  and  sign  it.  A  large  [lart  of  them, 
who  do  not  understand  anything  about  the  Post 
Office  business,  do  not  understand  the  necessity 
of  that  indorsement,  and  if  they  do  they  do  not 
use  those  words  but  some  others.  The  effect  of 
it  is  that  these  returns,  cither  not  being  indorsed 
at  all  or  not  having  the  names  of  the  wi  iters  writ- 
ten on  the  envelope,  pass  through  the  post  office 
and  are  sent  to  the  dead  letter  office;  and  an  ar- 
rangement has  been  made  by  which  the  proper 
Department  sends  there  and  gets  them,  and  is 
chaiged  double  postage.  They  are  receiving  ihem 
by  hundreds  and  thousands.  They  have  to  keep 
clerks  who  understand  this  business  to  ascerinin 
and  keep  the  account  with  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, and  settle  it  from  month  to  month, and 
charge  over  to  the  Government  the  double  post- 
age which  they  pay  on  the  letters  which  were 
sent  to  ihem  with  their  official  ]iapers  in.  This 
makes  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  takes  a  great 
deal  of  time,  and  causes  great  embarrassment; 
and  there  is  no  security  in  it,  because  though  a 
man  has  no  right  to  send  papers  to  the  heads  of 
Departments  without  writing  "  official  business" 
and  his  oflicial  signature,  yet  if  any  man  in  the 
world  wants  to  send  a  paper  to  the  head  of  that 
Department  that  is  not  on  official  business  he  has 
but  lo  indorse  that  on  there,  and  write  "  John 
Smith,  captain,"  or  "  aid"  or  "  quartermaster." 
Nobody  else  can  tell  anything  about  it.  It  is  no 
security   to   tiie  Post  Office  Department;  it  an- 
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swers  no  purpose.  Tliis  indorsement  may  be 
put  on  with  perfect  impunity  by  anybody.  It  is, 
therefore,  creatitiga  gi-eatcleal  of  embarrassment, 
and  furnishes  no  security,  and  we  have  been  un- 
able to  perceive  the  necessity  of  continuing  it. 

It  is  true  that  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment in  drawing  the  bill  to  effect  the  object 
still  thought  we  had  better  iiave  the  words  "  offi- 
cial business"  put  on,  but  not  to  require  it  to  be 
signed.  What  sort  of  security  is  that?  It  would 
create  pretty  much  the  same  cmliarrassment. 
Those  who  sent  official  papers  would  not  under- 
stand the  words  to  be  put  on,  and  if  they  put  them 
on  and  did  not  sign  them  it  would  be  utterly  use- 
less to  put  them  on  at  all.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, were  of  opinion  that  they  ought  not  to  re- 
quire "official  business"to  be  written  on  any  more 
than  the  name.  I  do  not  know  that  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  now  understands  me. 

Mr.  HALE.     Yes,  I  do. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  When  they  send  out  their 
papers  there  is  nothing  to  limit  the  weight. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill,  after 
the  word  "  communications"  in  the  third  line,  by 
inserting  the  words  "  relating  to  the  official  busi- 
ness of  the  Department  to  which  they  are  ad- 
dressed;" so  that  it  will  read: 

That  all  coinmiiniCcUions  relating  to  the  official  bu?iiies? 
of  the  DepaitdieiU  to  wliicli  tliey  are  addressed,  of  what- 
ever origin,  &c. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  really  desire  to  know 
how  anybody  can  tell  in  the  post  office  whether 
it  relates  to  official  business  or  not. 

Mr.  CONi>fESS.     It  is  a  matter  of  conscience. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  But  it  is  not  the  post- 
master's conscience. 

Mr.  HALE.  It  is  binding  on  the  officer  who 
sends  them,  and  I  think  there  might  be  a  pro- 
vision that  if  anybody  should  take  advantage  of 
that  and  send  things  that  were  not  official  he 
should  be  punished. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  But  the  gentleman  will 
have  to  perfect  a  system  of  that  kind;  we  have 
nothing  like  it  novj. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  think  the  amendment 
will  do  any  harm.  There  will  be  some  men  who 
will  have  conscience  enough  to  observe  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
CARLISLE  DOBLE. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  There  is  another  little  bill 
from  the  PostOffice  Committee  which  is  in  charge 
of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  [Mr.  Ramsey] 
that  requires  action. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  It  is  the  joint  resolution  (S. 
No.  40)  for  the  relief  of  Carlisle  Doble. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  wish  to  suggest  that  the 
joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  State  of  Wis- 
con.sin  comes  up  at  one  o'clock  as  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  If  the  Senator  will  give  us 
the  residue  of  the  morning  hour,  we  can  pass  this 
little  resolution.  There  are  three  minutes  yet 
left  of  the  morning  hour. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  joint  reso- 
lution (S.  No.40)  for  the  relief  of  Carlisle  Doble 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to  au- 
thorize the  Postmaster  General  to  examine  and 
adjust  the  claim  of  Carlisle  Doble  for  carrying 
the  mails  between  Taylor's  Falls,  Minnesota,  and 
Superior,  Wiscotisin,  from  April  to  November, 
1857,  and  to  pay  such  sum  of  money  as  shall  be 
found  to  be  justly  and  equitably  due. 

Thejoint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading; 
and  it  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CLAIMS  OF  WISCONSIN. 

ThtPRESlDENT;)ro  tempore.  It  becomes  the 
duly  of  the  Chair  to  call  u|)  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday  at  this  hour,  being  the  joint  res- 
olution for  the  relief  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  That  joint  resolution 
comes  up  now  as  the  unfinislied  business  of  yes- 
terday; but  the  Senator  from  Maine  [Mr.  Fes- 
senuen]  informs  me  that  he  expects  to  take  up 
the  bank  bill  to-day.  It  is  not  desirable  to  antag- 
onize this  with  the  taking  up  of  that  great  meas- 
ure, and  therefore,  at  his  suggestion,  on  consult- 
ation with  tny  colleague,  it  is  thought  best  to 
move  to  postpone  this  joint  resolution  to  some 
future  day,  and  perhaps  lix  it  in  the  inoniing  hour. 


It  is  not  material  what  day  is  named;  and  I  will, 
if  there  is  no  objection,  name  Friday  at  half  past 
twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     Why  not  to-morrow  .' 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  am  willing  to  say  to- 
morrow at  half  past  tVi^elve  o'clock. 

Mr.  PESSENDEN.     I  think  it  had  better  be 
fixed  for  a  later  day- 
Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Then  I  will  say  half  past 
twelve  o'clock  on  next  Monday. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  1  felt  it  my  duty  to  re- 
port the  joint  resolution  which  is  now  before  the 
Senate,  and  I  desire  to  say  to  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  that  it  is  not  probable  I  can  be  here  on 
Monday.  I  have  no  interest  in  the  matter  except 
that  if  the  views  expressed  in  the  report  which 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  present  to  the  Senate 
should  be  attacked  I  should  like  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  vindicating  them. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Then  I  ask  the  Senator 
froin  Indiana  to  name  a  day  which  will  be  con- 
venient for  him. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  expect  to  be  called 
home  the  first  of  next  week,  but  1  shall  be  here 
during  the  whole  of  this  week. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Suppose  you  appoint  ^ 
day  within  this  week? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  a 
subject  that  will  require  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate;  we  might  as  well  perhaps  take  it  up  to- 
morrow, though  1  have  no  particular  choice  as  to 
the  day. 

Mr.  HOWE.  1  wish,  under  these  circum- 
stances, that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Sherman]  would  not  press  his  bank  bill. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana  has  exam- 
ined this  question,  and  it  would  be  a  satisfaction 
to  the  Senate  to  have  his  views  upon  it.  It  would 
be  a  satisfaction  to  us  who  represent  the  State  to 
have  him  state  his  views  upon  it  to  the  Senate; 
and  as  he  has  informed  us  that  he  cannot  be  here 
after  to-day,  as  I  understand,  and  there  is  a  special 
order  for  every  other  day  this  week 

Mr.  SHER:MAN.     Is  this  a  House  bill  ? 

Mr.  HOWE.  No,  it  originates  here;  and  the 
session  is  drawing  toward  its  close.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  very  considerable  importance  to  the  people 
of  our  State. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
private  bill  (for  this  is  a  private  bill,  although  for 
the  relief  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin)  ought  to  an- 
tagonize witli  any  general  public  measure.  I  do 
not  think  the  Senators  do  themselves  justice  by 
placing  it  in  that  position.  1  have  not  the  slight- 
est objection  to  any  other  day  that  may  be  named. 
I  have  no  objection  to  fixing  it  for  half  past  twelve 
o'clock  in  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  will  ask  the  Senate,  then,  to  set 
it  down  for  half  past  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  must  object  to  any  more 
special  orders,  and  call  for  a  vote  of  the  Senate. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  session  before 
the  last  we  found  on  experience  that  this  assign- 
mentof  bills  by  special  order  interrupted  entirely 
the  ordinary  course  of  proceeding  in  the  Senate, 
ran  us  into  confusion,  and  created  great  embar- 
rassment, and  the  Senate  came  to  the  conclusion 
then  that  they  would  only,  in  very  special  cases, 
give  a  special  order,  and  that  it  should  only  be 
ordered  by  the  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  body. 
Now,  we  have  already  so  far  forgotten  our  ex- 
perience on  that  subject  as  to  make  special  orders 
for  every  day  this  week,  and  they  will  be  con- 
tinually interfering  with  each  other,  and  we  shall 
have  questions  as  to  the  priority  of  unfinished 
business  and. special  orders.  If  this  motion  is  made 
I  must  certainly  object  to  it  at  this  period  of  the 
session,  and  call  for  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  and  see 
if  the  Senatois  can  get  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  to 
make  a  special  ord(.'r  of  a  private  bill. 

I  have  this  to  say  further,  that  although  there 
has  been  a  report  on  the  table  on  this  subject,  it 
is  somewhat  singular  that  this  is  a  claim  which 
has  existed  ever  since  the  Stale  of  Wisconsin 
has  been  a  State.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
as  I  understand,  has  refused  to  pay  over  this 
money  on  the  ground  that  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin is  not  entitled  to  it.  For  some  reason  or 
other,  however,  growing  out  of  the  question,  it 
is  presented  to  us  by  the  report  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Indiana.  That  is  the  condition  of 
it,  and  it  embraces  something  like  half  a  million 
dollars,  i  iun  told. 

Mr.  HOWE.     Less. 


Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Or  more.  The  propo- 
sition, then,  in  this  state  of  things,  is  to  make  a 
special  order  of  a  private  bill  which  is  to  take 
more  than  half  a  million  dollars  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury. The  gentlemen  state  that  they  think  there 
cannot  be  discussion  about  it,  although  it  is 
a  question  which  has  been  pending  ever  since 
Wisconsin  has  been  a  State.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  being  a  private  bill  taking  that 
amount  of  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  cer- 
tainly not  an  unreasonable  request  that  I  who  hap- 
pen to  have  my  notions  about  it,  should  have  a 
few  days,  (when  this  matter  is  called  up,  when 
the  subject  is  brought  to  my  knowledge  for  the 
first  time,  for  I  did  not  know  till  yesterday  that 
there  was  such  a  report  here,)  so  that  I  may  ex- 
amine it  and  see  whether  the  country  ought  to 
pay  this  amount  of  money;  to  satisfy  myself  on 
the  subject.  I  wish  to  understand  it, and  I  have 
not  been  able  to  do  so  by  one  reading  of  the  re- 
port. 

I  think  this  haste  to  hurry  it  through  without 
examination,  without  giving  me  the  time  that  I 
desire,  is  a  little  suspicious.  I  want  to  look  at  it, 
and  I  want  the  necessary  time  to  look  at  it  and 
understand  it,  and  1  object  entirely  to  making  a 
special  order  of  it.  I  must  b.e  engaged  all  day 
upon  the  bank  bill  which  is  coming  up  and  which 
is  a  bill  relating  to  the  publicgenerally,  and  I  ob- 
ject entirely  to  making  this  question  a  special  or- 
der for  to-morrow  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  have  nothingto  say  par- 
ticularly about  the  merit  of  this  question  on  the 
proposition  to  make  it  a  special  order;  but  I  wish 
to  say  that  if  gentlemen  will  move  to  make  spe- 
cial orders  it  certainly  ought  to  be  of  matters  of 
some  importance,  and  I  admit  that  this  is  of  that 
character.  It  should  be  of  importance  enough  to 
require  that  sort  of  peculiar  attention;  and  if  it  is 
it  should  not  be  stolen  in  upon  our  morning  hour 
or  any  part  of  it.  Whatever  is  of  importance 
enough  to  be  made  a  special  order  should  have  a 
time  by  itself.  If  you  take  up  the  time  of  the 
morning  hour,  during  which  we  can  do  a  good 
deal  of  business,  with  important  measures  of  this 
kind,  you  may  as  well  dispense  with  the  morning 
hour  altogether,  and  say,  in  relation  to  the  ordi- 
nary business  of  the  Senate,  that  there  shall  be  no 
time  given  to  it.  In  relation  to  the  bills  which 
have  been  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  I  do  not  suppose  any- 
body will  regard  any  of  them  as  of  importance 
enough  to  be  made  a  special  order,  and  1  expect 
if  I  ever  get  them  passed  at  all  to  get  them  through 
in  the  morning  hour.  I  protest  against  any  part 
of  the  morning  hour  being  taken  up  with  special 
orders.  If  special  orders  are  made  I  wish  them 
to  be  made  for  some  other  time. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Mr.  President,  if  I  could  antici- 
pate a  time  when  the  Senate  would  have  nothing 
else  to  do,  I  would  wait  for  that  time  before  pro- 
posing to  take  up  this  joint  resolution.  I  think 
the  Senator  from  Maine  ought  not  to  urge  his 
■objection  against  a  special  order  on  my  applica- 
tion in  reference  to  this  resolution,  because  yes- 
terday when  it  was  before  the  Senate  without  the 
slightest  objection  I  allowed  it  to  go  over  upon  his 
request,  he  saying  that  he  wanted  time  to  exam- 
ine the  report  of  the  committee.  It  comes  up 
to-day  as  the  unfinished  business.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  wants  to  proceed  with  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bank  bill.  I  do  not  wish  to  antago- 
nize this  joint  resolution  with  that  bill.  The 
Senator  from  Indiana,  who  has  examined  this  sub- 
ject very  carefully  and  has  reported  upon  it  very 
elaborately,  gives  notice  that  he  expects  to  be 
absent  after  this  week.  As  the  Senator  from  Maine 
notifies  us  that  his  impressions  are  against  the 
validity  of  the  claim,  I  thought  the  Senate  would 
desire  that  it  should  be  considered  while  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  was  here. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  is  not  to  be 
absent  during  the  rest  of  the  session. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Senator  has  not  informed 
us  how  long  he  is  to  be  absent;  but  we  desire  to 
have  this  matter  acted  on  at  t)iis  session,  and 
after  the  joint  resolution  shall  have  passed  this 
body  it  must  be  acted  upon  in  the  other  House, 
and  the  Senator  from  Maine  I  think  will  admit 
that  a  delay  of  a  week  or  two  now  in  acting  upon 
this  joint  resolution  will  endanger,  if  not  neces- 
sarily defeat,  its  passage  at  this  session;  and 
therefore  I  think  he  ought  to  consent  that  it  be 
made  a  special  order  for  some  time.     If  he  saya 
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thfit  he  will  not  liave  lime  to  eXBmiiie  this  report 
between  to-day  and  to-morrow,  if  lie  asks  a  later 
day  in  tliis  week,  1  cannot  object  to  iliat. 

riie  remarlc  that  we  are  pressing  this  measure 
so  as  reasonably  and  justly  to  excite  suspicion 
in  his  mind  or  the  mind  of  any  Senator,  I  think 
is  unauthorized.  There  is  certainly  no  disposi- 
tion to  press  it  until  Senators  have  nn  opportu- 
nity to  examine  the  measure.  If  tim.eis  wanted 
ihttl  is  one  thing;  but  1  ask  on  the  other  hand 
those  who  say  they  are  willing  to  consider  it  at 
all,  that  they  will  secure  us  some  time  when  we 
can  consider  it,  and  when  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana can  be  hen>  to  consider  il  with  us.  If  the 
Senator  from  Maine  will  allow  it  to  be  set  down 
for  Tliursday  or  Friday  of  this  week,  I  shall  be 
content  with  that. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  is  already  a  special 
order  for  each  nf  those  days. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  understand  so,  and  that  drives 
us  to  set  it  down  for  the  morning  hour.  The 
Senator  from  Vermont  objects  to  that.  I  cannot 
understand  how  the  morning  business  is  preju- 
diced any  more  by  having  a  particular  measure 
considered  in'the  morning  hour  upon  a  special 
order  than  it  is  by  having  it  considered  without  a 
special  order.  If  this  is  unimportant  business, 
then  it  belongs  to  the  morning  hour;  and  how  is 
the  business  of  the  morning  hour  prejudiced  ijy 
making  it  a  special  order  within  the  morning 
hour?  I  will  move,  if  I  have  the  right  to  modify 
my  motion,  that  tliis  joint  resolution  be  assigned 
for  Thursday,  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  modifies  his  motion  so  far  as  to 
make  the  joint  resolution  the  special  order  for 
Thursday,  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
which  takes  precedence — I  should  like  to  have 
that  settled — the  unfinished  business  of  yester- 
day or  the  special  order  for  to-day  for  a  particular 
hour  when  the  hour  arrives. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  unfin- 
ished business,  by  the  rules,  takes  precedence. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  join  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont in  objecting  to  cncroachiuent  on  the  nnorn- 
ing  hour  by  making  special  orders.  It  is  the  only 
time  within  which  we  may  take  up  bills  on  mo- 
tion alTecling  our  Slates.  I  will  remind  the  Sc^n- 
iitor  from  Wisconsin  that  there  are  two  or  three 
bills  lying  on  the  table  in  regard  to  my  State, 
deeply  interesting  to  us,  that  wc  occupy  but  a 
very  little  time  of  the  Senate,  and  that  if  the  morn- 
ing hour  be  encroached  upon  or  the  precedent  be 
established  of  doing  so  by  making  special  orders 
within  it,  we  shall  go  on  and  thus  occupy  that 
hour  within  which  only  we  may  call  up  bills  af- 
fecting our  States.  1  hope  that  if  the  Senators 
from  Wisconsin  desire  to  make  this  question  a 
special  order,  they  will  fix  it  for  some  day  at  one 
o'clock,  and  not  encroach  upon  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  proposition  in  which 
the  Senators  from  Wisconsin  feel  some  interest 
is  before  the  Senate,  having  precedence  over  all 
other  business,  because  it  was  taken  up  yester- 
day, and  comes  up  this  morning  as  the  unfin- 
iRhed  business  having  precedence;  but  we  do  not 
desire  to  put  ourselves  in  a  position  of  being  an- 
tagonized with  the  great  measure  of  the  session 
of  which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine  has 
charge. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     The  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Or  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio  from  the  same  committee.  I  identify 
the  two  gentlemen  together.  I  look  first  to  the 
right  and  then  to  the  left.  I  regard  them  as  about 
the  same  thing,  having  charge  of  the  financial  af- 
fairs of  the  Government,  and  I  desire  to  give  way 
always  when  they  say  they  need  ihe  floor. 

I  would  not  say  a  single  word  mow  except  that 
I  desire  to  accommodate  this  measure  to  the  wishes 
of  my  honorable  friend  from  Maine,  to  fix  it  for 
some  time,  I  do  not  cawh  when  it  is,  when  he  will 
be  prepared  to  give  his  attention  to  it  and  aay 
whether  it  is  riglit  or  not,  for  if  it  is  not  right  I 
do  not  nsk  ii;  but  I  think  my  honorable  friend 
ha.^  fallen  into  the  niislake  of  believing  that  the 
controversy  in  this  case  has  existed  between  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  and  the  Fi'deral  Government. 
Not  at  nil.  Upon  the  law  as  it  stands,  Ihe  five 
percent,  which  Wisconsin  clMims  is  just  as  clcnr 
aHany  thing  can  be  made  l)y  the  law;  but  the  real 
r.riniroversy  has  been  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
growing  up  between  ncont|)any  which  undertook 


to  build  a  certain  canal  and  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin, the  canal  not  being  built;  the  question 
being  between  that  incorporation  there  and  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  not  between  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  and  the  United  States;  and  when  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  has  asked  the  Government 
to  pay  over  the  five  per  cent.,  this  cor|ioration 
has  apfieared  here  in  Congress  and.  objected  to 
any  action  by  Congress,  and  stood  in  our  way 
and  prevented  anything  ever  being  done.  That 
is  the  truth  about  it.  But!  understand  that  now, 
by  the  resolution  which  has  been  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  this  thing  has  been  put  in 
such  a  shape  as  to  be  entirely  satisfactory,  to  end 
the  controversy  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  be- 
tween the  State  and  the  company,  and  leave  us 
open  to  a  fair  settlement  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior.     I  suppose  that  is  the  whole  of  it. 

I  do  not  suppose  really  i  I  will  take  half  an  hour 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate  to  understand  the  ques- 
tion fully  whenever  they  can  give  theirattention 
to  it.  I  understand  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Indiana  has  examined  the  question  thoroughly, 
and  is  prepared  to  give  his  attention  to  it.  The 
reason  why  the  Set)ators  from  Wisconsin  have 
^esired  to  fix  the  day  is  that  we  can  fix  such  a 
day  as  will  enable  the  Senator  from  Indiana  to 
give  his  views  on  this  question,  because  we  are 
informed  by  him  that  after  this  week  he  is  neces- 
sarily compelled  to  be  absent. 

To  accommodate  these  two  things,  to  accom- 
modate the  Senator  from  Maine,  so  that  he  can 
fully  understand  this  question,  and  to  accommo- 
date the  Senator  from  Indiana,  I,  for  one,  desire 
to  leave  this  question  entirely  to  the  decision  of 
the  Senate  to  say  when  shall  the  time  be  fixed. 
We  are  perfectly  willing  to  take  it  up  now;  but 
my  honorable  friend  from  Maine  is  not  prepared 
now  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  question, 
and  he  has  got  another  great  measure  in  hand, 
and  therefore  we  do  not  desire  to  antagonize  with 
that.  We  are  perfectly  willing  to  take  it  up  to- 
morrow or  the  next  day,  or  any  other  day  this 
week.  Half  an  hour's  lime  of  the  Senate,  I 
doubt  not,  will  satisfy  all  Senators  that  the  claim 
of  the  Slate  of  Wisconsin,  as  far  as  this  Govern- 
ment is  concerned,  is  right. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  say  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  do  not  desire  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Maine  to  understand  that  I  wish 
to  press  this  question  with  any  indecent  haste.  It 
is  like  any  other  measure  that  it  was  my  duty  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  to  exam- 
ine. I  did  examine  it,  it  having  been  assigned  to 
me  by  the  chairman  of  that  committee  for  inves- 
tigation; and  having  investigated  it,  1  presented 
my  views  to  the  committee,  an^  they  directed  me 
to  report  them  to  the  Senate  as  I  presented  them 
to  the  committee.     It  is  now  before  the  Senate. 

The  Senator  from  Maine,  I  desire  to  say,  is  also 
very  much  mistaken  about  the  amount  that  is  in- 
volved. I  have  a  communication  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  who  says 
that  upon  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  of  her  five  per  cent,  on  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  ofthepubliclands  up  to  1861, 
there  was  due  to  her  $249,768  70.  Since  that 
time  there  has  been  adjusted  for  the  year  1862, 
$370  41,  making  up  to  the  close  of  the  year  1862 
due  upon  the  adjustment  to  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin $250,139  11. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  only  spoke  from  hear- 
say, and  when  I  said  it  was  half  a  million,  the 
honorable  Senator  fiom  Wisconsin  said  "  more." 

Mr.  HOWE.     "Less." 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  understood  the  Senator 
to  say  "  more,"  and  others  near  me  so  understood 
him. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  said  "  less,"  and  I  repeated 
it  twice. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  amendment  to  the 
joint  resolution  which  the  committee  has  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  proposes  to  charge  the  Slate 
of  Wisconsin,  as  against  this,  wiih  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  acres  of  laiul,  $1  25  an 
acre,  giving  her  certain  credits,  so  that  1  presume 
the  amount  that  will  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury 
will  be  less  than  two  hundriHl  thousand  dollars. 

In  reply  to  the  Senator's  intimation  that  this  is 
a  very  old  claim,  I  desire  to  say  that  the  reason 
it  is  an  old  claim  is  that  theio  was  a  matter  in  dis- 
pute between  the  State  and  the  canal  company, 
as  has  been  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin, which  could  not  be  settled,     h  was  im- 


possible to  settle  it  at  the  Department,  because 
the  Department  had  not  the  proper  authority  of 
law  to  make  the  settlement,  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  in  1862  said,  and  that  the  subject  ought 
to  be-  properly  broughi  before  Congress  for  its 
consideration.  The  view  taken  by  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,  and  by  her  Senators  in  this  body,  is 
sustained,  as  1  am  prepared  to  show,  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  in  a  letter 
addressed  by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
in  1862.  I  have  thought  that  what  was  pledged 
to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  in  1848  u]ion  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  ought  to  be  considered. 
It  is  not  like  an  ordinary  jirivate  claim.  It  is 
based  on  the  assurance  of  this  Government  to  the 
Slate  of  Wisconsin  that  she  should  have  her  five 
per  cent.  This  bill  is  merely  to  remove  the  trou- 
bles that  are  in  the  way  of  the  adjustment  of  the 
accounts  in  the  De|iartment. 

I  do  not  want  the  bill  to  be  set  down  to  suit  my 
convenience  at  all.  I  am  compelled  to  be  away 
next  week  on  account  of  professional  engage- 
ments, which  I  cannot  neglect,  hut  I  expect  to  be 
back  within  a  reasonable  time,  within  a  few  days. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  can  only  say  that  all  I 
desire  is  time  to  examine  the  question  before  it 
shall  be  acted  upon;  and  certainly  I  do  not  think 
that  is  asking  too  much,  engaged  as  I  am,  and 
never  knowing  until  yesterday  that  there  was  any 
such  report. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  do  not  wish  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maine  to  understand  that  I  object  to  that 
at  all.     I  claim  that  for  myself. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  My  time  is  so  occupied 
that  I  cannot  mention  any  particular  time  when 
this  bill  may  be  taken  up;  but  I  will  say  this  to 
Senators,  1  will  examine  it  just  ns  soon  as  1  can 
and  give  them  notice  when  I  am  ready. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Perhaps  by  Thursday 
next  the  Senator  may  be  ready  to  consider  this 
resolution,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  dispose  of 
it  this  week.  If  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
through  this  body  shall  be  delayed  for  two  or 
three  weeks,  the  chances  arc  very  much  against 
its  passage  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  be- 
cause most  Senators  are  aware  of  the  manner  in 
which  business  is  piled  up  toward  the  close  of  a 
session  in  that  House. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin,  that  with  the  explanations  that  have 
been  made  and  the  preparation  that  will  be  made 
to  consider  this  subject,  it  would  be  better  not  to 
make  this  resolution  a  special  order  in  the  morn- 
ing hour,  but  to  call  it  up  in  the  morning  hour  on 
soine  future  day  that  will  be  convenient  to  Sena- 
tors. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  am  going  to  accept  that  sug- 
gestion, and  with  the  ]ironf)ise  made  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maine,  that  he  will  look  into  the  matter 
at  his  earliest  convenience 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Certainly;  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  delay  it  at  all. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  am  disposed  to  accommodate 
myself  to  the  opinions  of  the  Senator  from  Maine, 
the  Senator  from  California,  and  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  and  I  will  give  way  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  to  take  up  another  bill. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  suggest  that  this  resolu- 
tion be  postpotK.d  or  laid  on  the  table  with  a  view 
■trrtake  up  the  special  order  of  the  day,  the  bank 
bill. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  It  is  moved 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  joint  resolution  now  before  tiie 
Senate  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MKSSAGE   KKOM  TIIK  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPiif:RsoN,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Represcniaiives  had  passed  the  fol- 
lowing bill  and  joint  resolution;  in  which  it  rc- 
qu(\sii'(l  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate: 

A  bill  (No.  426)  to  create  an  additional  super- 
vising inspector  of  sleamluiais  arul  two  local  in- 
spectors of  steamboats  for  ihc  collection  dislrict 
of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  two  local  inspectors 
for  the  collection  dislrict  of  Oregon,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  67)  to  increase  tempo- 
rarily the  duties  on  imports. 

nUllHAU  OF  MILITAUY  JUSTICH. 

The  message  furtherannounced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  disugrcud  lo  the  amend- 
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ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House  (No. 
308)  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Military  Justice, 
asked  a  conference  on  the  di.'jagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  thereon,  and  had  appointed  Mr. 
John  F.  Farnsworth  of  Illinois,  Mr.  James  A. 
Garfield  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  George  H.  Yea- 
man  of  Kentucky,  managers  at  the  same  on  its 
part. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  its  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  308)  to  es- 
tablish a  Bureau  of  Military  Justice,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Representatives;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  it  was 

Resoli'e(J,  That  the  Senate  insist  iipnn  its  amcncljnents 
to  the  said  bill  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  agree  to  ilie  conference  asked  by  Uie  House  on 
tlie  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Elonses  tliereon. 

OrilcTCiU  Tliat  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  tlie  Senate 
be  appointed  by  tlie  President  pro  tempore. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  appointed  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Hendricks. 
HOUSE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  following  bill  and  joint  resolution,  re- 
ceived from  the  House  of  Representatives,  were 
severally  rend  twice  by  their  titles,  and  referred 
as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  (No.  426)  to  create  an  additional  super- 
vising inspector  of  steamboats  and  two  local  in- 
spectors of  steamboats  for  the  collection  district 
of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  two  local  inspectors 
for  the  collection  district  of  Oregon,  and  for  other 
purposes — to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  67)  to  increase  tempo- 
rarily the  duties  on  imports — to  the  Committee 
Oil  Finance. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  special 
order  of  the  day  is  now  before  the  Senate  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  being  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  395)  to  provide  a  national  currency,  secured 
by  a  pledge  of  United  States  bonds,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  circulation  and  redemption  thereof. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  In  order  to  expedite  busi- 
ness, I  propose  that  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance  be  acted  upon  as  the 
Secretary  reaches  them  in  reading  the  bill  through . 
That  will  save  one  reading.     It  is  a  very  long  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  That  course 
will  be  taken,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  bill  down 
to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, which  was  in  section  one,  line  foui'teen, 
after  the  word  "President,"  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

Tlie  chief  officer  of  the  said  bureau  shall  be  denominated 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  and  shall  be  uiiiier  the 
general  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  on  the  recommenda- 
.tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for 
tlie  term  of  five  years  unless  sooner  removed  by  tlie  Presi- 
dent. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  should  like  to  inquire  why 
the  committee  propose  to  make  that  change.  I 
remember  that  this  clause  was  put  in  the  bill  of 
last  year  upon  great  consideration,  in  order  to 
prevent  this  officer  from  being  a  mere  political 
officer,  as  he  doubtless  will  be,  if  he  is  to  be  turned 
out  without  any  consultation  with  the  Senate.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  change  has  come  over 
the  spirit  of  the  dream  of  the  Finance  Committee 
on  that  subject. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  would  rather  have  some 
other  member  of  the  committee  exptein  that 
amendment,  because  they  can  tell  the  reasons  that 
actuated  the  committee  better  than  I  could.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  reason  why  that 
clause  wi>e  stricken  out  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance was  simply  this:  that  provision  is  in  the 
original  bill  that  we  passed  last  year.  It  was  put 
iiito  the  original  bill  because  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable that  this  officer  should  be  in  a  very  par- 
ticular degree  independent  of  political  changes 
and  political  considerations.  There  seemed  to  be 
a  necessity  for  a  degree  of  permanency  and  a  de- 
gree of  independence  in  litis  officer  that  did  not 
apply  lo  others,  and  it  was  agreed  to.  When  it 
came  up  this  year  in  the  same  shape  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  was  called  to  it,  and  we 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  might  be  diffi- 
culties in  such  a  case  even  in  carrying  that  out. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  eatttblishing  a  new  rule. 
It  is  questionable  whether  the  Piu3sidetit  has  not 


the  power  of  appointing  this  officerand  removing 
I  him,  even  if  this  provision  should  remain  in  the 
I  bill.  It  has  always  been  held  in  all  other  cases 
that  the  power  of  roinoval  was  a  necessary  con- 
sequence of  the  power  of  appointiTient;  that  when 
the  President  appointed  an  officer  who  was  pro- 
vided.for  by  law  that  was  all  very  well;  but  he 
might  at  any  time  appoint  another  in  his  place, 
as  the  power  of  appointment  was  vested  in  him, 
and  that  power  of  appointment  necessarily  in- 
volved the  power  to  remove  the  incumbent  when 
the  President  appointed  a  new  officer. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  said  that  with  regard  to 
an  office  created  by  Congress,  Congress  has  a 
right  to  fix  such  limitations  upon  it  with  reference 
to  the  power  of  removal  as  it  sees  fit.  That  is  a 
doctrine  that  has  never  been  acceded  to  hereto- 
fore. At  any  rate,  this  is  made  an  exception  to 
all  rules,  even  with  regard  to  military  officers. 
The  President  has  always  exercised  the  power 
to  strike  any  man  from  the  list  of  officers  in  the 
Army  if  he  saw  fit  to  do  so  ,  and  we  have,  with 
a  view  rather  to  acknowledge  that  power  and  to 
induce  its  exercise  in  the  presentcondition  of  the 
country,  made  a  special  provision  by  law,  I  be- 
lieve, on  that  subject. 

The  difficulty  in  this  case  is  this:  if  you  pro- 
vide that  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  shall 
only  be  removed  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  it  may  happen  that  in  the  re- 
cess of  Congress  this  officer  may  be  unfaithful. 
He  will  wield  an  immense  power  in  the  country 
overall  these  banks  with  this  accumulated  capital, 
and  he  could  in  the  course  of  a  very  short  time, 
if  he  were  disposed  to  do  so,  produce  the  rnost 
disastrous  effects  upon  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try by  his  own  motion.  It  will  be  difficult  to  say 
that  the  President  should  not  have  the  power  to 
rernove  him  if  he  was  found  to  be  exercising  the 
power  of  his  office  in  that  way.  There  is  that 
danger  always,  and  that,  perhaps,  was  the  great 
argument  that  made  the  construction  of  this  power 
what  it  is:  that  necessarily,  as  Congress  is  not 
always  in  session,  the  President  must  have  the 
power  of  removal  in  order  lo  guard  against;  evils 
that  might  follow  from  unfaithful  officers  who 
would  otherwise  hold  their  positions  contrary  to 
the  interests  of  the  Government.  It  is  desirable 
at  all  events,  if  this  provision  is  retained,  that  the 
President  shall  have  the  power  to  suspend  for  a 
time  for  sufficient  cause  the  powers  of  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Currency  until  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, and  then  report  to  Congress  the  reasons 
why  he  has  thus  suspended  him. 

The  matter,  however,  came  up  this  morning  in 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  it  was  thought 
advisable  on  the  whole  to  leave  the  amendment 
stand,  as  we  originally  reported  it,  striking  out 
this  clause,  presuming  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives would  insist  (as  it  usually  does)  upon 
its  own  views  in  relatioiUo  this  iinportant  amend- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  it  would  result  in  a  committee 
of  conference,  when  something  could  be  arranged 
between  the  two  committees  that  would  be  effect- 
ive in  relation  to  it. 

For  myself,  while  1  see  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment that  this  officer  ought  to  be  in  a  great  degree 
independent,  I  also  see  the  force  of  the  argument 
that  the  power  of  suspending  him  should  exist  in 
the  President,  because  otherwise,  during  a  recess 
of  Congress,  the  great  interests  of  the  community 
might  be  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  Coinptroller  of 
the  Currency,  if  he  should  happen  to  prove  an  un- 
faithful man.  We  thought  the  clause, as  itstood, 
might  be  unsafe  in  that  particular  at  some  future 
time,  and  on  the  whole  we  concluded  to  strike  out 
the  clause,  thinking  that  it  would  result  in  an  ar- 
rangement with  reference  toil  that  might  obviate 
the  difficulties  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW.  I  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendmentof  the  committee.  1  move 
to  insert  the  following  words  in  place  of  those  pro- 
posed to  be  striken  out:  "upon  reasons  to  be 
reported  by  him  to  the  Senate;  so  that  the  clause 
will  read: 

And  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  five  years,  unless 
.sooner  removed  by  the  President,  upon  reasons  to  be  re- 
ported by  him  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  think  that  would  hardly 
meet  the  difficulty,  because  it  makes  his  i-casons 
conclusive  whether  the  Senate  likes  Ihem  or  not. 
It  IcavcR  the  power  "f  removal  justi>xaclly  where 
it  would  he  if  this  clau.sc  ;^lii)iikl  ho  stricken  out 
altogether,  only  the  Piesideni  is  compelled  to  re- 


port his  reasons  to  the  Senate.  If  the  reasonsare 
satisfactory  to  himself  they  are  to  operate.  They 
might  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  Senate,  but  suU 
that  would  prduce  no  effect  upon  the  act  iiself. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  would  not  cure  the  evil. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  effect  of  it  would  be 
that  if  ihe  Senate  did  not  approve  of  the  reasons 
given  by  the  President,  they  could  refuse  to  con- 
firm the  successor  appointed  to  the  previous 
Comptroller. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  would  only  make 
confusion.  It  is  necessary  that  the  office  should 
be  filled. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  con- 
cur in  the  amendment  of  the  committee  uncon- 
ditionally, for  I  regard  it  as  well-settled  law  that 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  the 
President  has  the  absolute  power  of  appointment 
and  the  equally  absolute  power  of  removal.  I 
am  not  able  to  see  what  authority  we  have  to 
annex  any  conditions  or  limitations  to  the  Pres- 
ident's power  of  removal  from  office.  If  he  has 
the  power  of  appointment,  and  if  the  power  of 
removal  is  an  incident  of  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment, then  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and 
we  can  only  leave  the  responsibility  of  removal 
to  the  President  himself.  Suppose  we  should 
adopt  the  amendment  suggested  by  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  President  should  see 
fit  to  remove  this  officer  without  giving  to  Con- 
gress any  reasons  whatever,  what  would  be  the 
result  in  law .'  Would  he  or  would  he  not  be  act- 
ually removed.'  Would  he  remain  in  office  be- 
cause the  President  had  not  given  reasons  for  his 
order  of  removal,  or  what  would  be  his  condi- 
tion.' I  should  really  like  to  understand  from 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  what 
would  be  the  legal  consequences.'  I  think  that 
the  reasons  given  by  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  for  the  amendment 
which  that  committee  has  suggested  are  perfectly 
satisfactory  and  perfectly  conclusive.  Let  us 
leave  to  the  President  his  full  responsibility  for 
exercising  the  laws  and  hold  him  to  that  respons- 
ibility before  the  people. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected 

The  amendmentofthe  committee  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERlMAN.  Perhaps  before  we  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  amendments,  I  ought 
to  make  a  general  explanation  with  regard  to  this 
bill.  I  am  induced  to  do  so  by  inquiries  from  sev- 
eral Senators. 

This  bill  repeals  the  act  of  last  year,  and  is 
amendatory  of  that  act.  Nearly  all  the  provis- 
ions contained  in  this  bill  are  contained  in  the  act 
of  last  year.  There  are  very  many  changes, 
however,  but  they  are  changes  of  detail,  trans- 
position, verbal  modifications  which  are  found  to 
b"  necessary  in  order  to  make  the  law  of  last  year 
effective  and  easy  of  execution.  There  are,  I 
believe,  but  six  or  seven  important  propositions 
contained  in  the  new  bill  that  will  be  likely  to  ex- 
cite the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  I  will  name 
them  in  order  to  call  the  attention  of  Senators  to 
them,  so  that  they  may  see  the  difference  be- 
tween this  measure  and  the  measure  that  wa.t 
passed  a  year  ago. 

The  first  important  provision  of  this  bill  is, 
that  it  provides  centers  of  redemption.  Under 
the  old  bill,  a  bank  was  not  bound  to  redeem  its 
issues  except  at  ils  own  counter.  If  it  failed 
to  redeem  there,  then  provision  was  made  for 
winding  it  up.  Under  the  present  bill,  certain 
cities  of  the  United  States  are  designated  where 
the  banks  ai-e  required  to  redeem  their  issues. 
Each  bank  is  to  redeem  its  issue  at  its  center  of 
redemption  as  prescribed  by  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Cun-ency.  The  cities  named  are  the  prin- 
cipal cities  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  Cincinnati, 
Louisville,  Chicago,  Detroit,  and  two  or  three 
other  places.  That  will  strengthen  the  system 
very  much  by  relieving  the  noteholder  from  the 
ti-ouble  of  going  from  any  part  of  the  United  Slates 
to  a  remote  village  or  city,  and  there  demanding 
redemption  at  the  counter  of  the  bank. 

The  second  main  feature  is  in  regard  to  the  tax- 
ation of  the  banks.  Under  the  old  act  there  was 
a  gieat  deal  of  ambiguity  about  it.  There  was 
some  doubt  whether  or  not  the  banks  were  al- 
lowed ic  be  taxed  by  State  and  municipal  aiiihor- 
ily.  The  general  impression,  however,  was  that 
they  were  i^ot  to  be  taxed  by  Stale  and  muuiciiial 
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authority.     TJie  present  billexplains  tlialaiid  de- 
fines it. 

The  bill  as  passed  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives proposes  that  the  banks  sliall  be  liable  to 
Slate  and  municipal  taxes  to  a  certain  extent. 
The  amendment  oFthe  Committee  on  Finance  pro- 
poses that  these  banks  shall  be  taxed  by  the  State 
and  municipal  aulhoiities  to  all  extent,  and  that 
the  stockholders  themselves  shall  be  taxed  on 
their  stock  as  upon  personal  property. 

The  very  im|)ortaiil  difference  between  this  bill 
and  the  old  law  is  in  regard  to  the  conversion  of 
State  banks  to  national  banks.  This  bill  modi- 
fies aiul  changes  the  provisions  of  the  old  act  in 
regard  lo  the  coiiveision  of  State  banks  into  na- 
tional banks,  and,  without  changing  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  very  much  improves  the  manner  in 
which  old  banks  organized  under  the  State  law 
may  be  converted  into  national  banks. 

The  fourth  important  change  is  in  the  rate  of 
interest.  The  bill  as  it  came  to  us  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  fixed  the  uniform  rate  of  seven 
per  cent,  interest  to  be  applied  to  the  banks  or- 
ganized under  this  act.  Under  the  act  of  last 
year,  the  State  law  fixed  the  rate  of  interest.  In 
this  particular,  the  Committee  on  Finance  have 
amended  the  House  bill  so  as  to  leave  it  substan- 
tially like  the  oKI  act. 

Mr.  f  10  WARD.  Leaving  the  rate  of  interest 
to  be  fixed  by  the  Slate  law? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes,  sir.  The  fifth  im- 
portant provision  is  in  regard  to  the  kind  of  stocks 
to  be  used  as  a  basis  for  banking.  Under  the  old 
act,  any  kind  of  United  Stales  stocks  might  be 
filed  at  the  Treasury  and  made  the  basis  of  a  bank- 
ing institution.  Under  this  act,  no  United  States 
bonds  can  be  used  as  the  basis  of  bank  circu- 
lation except  registered  bonds  to  be  assigned  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  trust  for  the 
association;  atid  there  are  very  many  provisions 
intended  to  guard  these  bonds  from  abstraction 
and  from  loss.  Under  the  old  system,  there  was 
a  possibility  that  by  fraud  or  improper  conduct  in 
the  officers  of  the  Government  these  bonds  might 
be  tampered  with  and  sold;  but  under  this  bill  I 
do  not  think  that  is  possible.  In  this  respect,  the 
pending  bill  is  much  better  than  the  old  law. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  Can  the  five  per  cent, 
bonds  be  used? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes,  sir;  this  bill  authorizes 
any  bonds  of  the  United  Slates  to  be  used;  but 
notes  can  only  be  issued  to  a  certain  percentage 
upon  the  par  value  of  the  bonds.  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  there  must  always  be  a  differ- 
ence of  ten  per  cent,  between  the  amount  of  notes 
received  on  these  bonds  and  the  marketvalueof  the 
bonds  tliemselves.  The  very  moment  this  margin 
is  passed,  it  will  be  the  duly  of  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Currency  to  call  either  for  money,  or  for 
new  bonds,  or  new  securities  to  keep  up  that  mar- 
gin. In  this  particular,  it  is  a  restraint  upon  the 
issuing  of  bills.  ■■,■,'■' 

The  sixth  important  difference  is  in  the  denom- 
ination of  the  notes  to  be  issued.  Under  the  old 
act,  no  note  could  be  issued  by  any  one  of  the 
national  banks  of  a  less  denomination  than  five 
dollars.  Under  the  pending  bill,  the  notes  may 
be  issued  of  denominations  as  low  as  one  dollar; 
but  the  very  moment  specie  payment  is  resumed 
in  the  United  Slates,  those  notes  must  be  with- 
drawn, and  tlien  no  notes  must  be  issued  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars.  This  amendment 
was  nuide  by  the  House  of  Representatives  after 
some  debate,  and  to  meet  the  demand  now  made 
for  small  bills. 

These,  I  believe,  are  all  the  important  modifica- 
tions of  the  system. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Docs  it  limit  the  amount 
of  those  small  bills? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes,  sir;  the  same  section 
requires  that  no  more  than  one  sixth  of  the  notes 
furnished  to  any  banking  association  shall  be  of 
a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  they 
must  be  retired  at  the  very  moment  specie  pay- 
ments arc  resumed. 

These  are  all  the  important  modifications.  I 
do  not  mean,  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  the 
course  of  the  debate,  to  discuss  the  merits  of  this 
financial  system;  I  did  that  a  year  ago;  and  I  am 
satisfied  after  the  experience  of  one  year  that  the 
Mysiem  can  be  nnule  a  success.  I  only  wished  lo 
point  out  these  im|)ortant  modifications.  I  will 
make  thisgeneral  observation,  that  in  all  rcspixt.s 
all  tiie.jc  modifications  tend  to  .'jlicngthen  the  sys- 


tem, not  to  weaken  it.  They  are  limitations  rather 
against  the  banks  than  for  the  banks,  with  the 
exception  probably  of  the  modifications  in  regard 
to  small  notes  and  the  rate  of  interest.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  having  stricken  out  the  uniform 
rate  of  interest  fixed  in  the  House  bill,  leaving  tlie 
rate  of  interest  substantially  as  under  the  old  law, 
that  is  no  longer  a  matter  necessary  to  be  ex- 
plained at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man to  explain  what  are  the  improved  conditions, 
as  he  views  them,  under  which  Slate  banks  are 
to  be  brought  into  this  system.  He  thinks  this 
bill  furnishes  facilities  for  them.  What  is  there 
about  it  which  limits  and  affects  the  subject  of 
personal  liability  ?  Is  there  notsomething  peculiar 
m  the  bill  as  to  the  amount  to  which  they  shall 
be  liable  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  explain  it  to  the 
Senator,  although  that  question  will  come  up  on 
one  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  do  not  understand  what 
is  meant  by  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Under  the  present  bill,  as 
under  the  old  one,  stockholders  are  individually 
liable  to  the  amount  of  stock  subscribed  by  them, 
and  to  an  amount  equal  to  that.  They  are  pre- 
cisely the  same,  except  that  the  present  bill  as  it 
came  from  the  House  of  Representatives  exempted 
from  that  individual  liability  banks  with  a  capi- 
tal stock  of  $5,000,000.  The  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance have  amended  the  bill  in  that  particular  by 
making  that  exemption  apply  only  to  the  Bank 
of  Commerce,  for  reasons  that  I  will  state  here- 
after in  full  when  the  amendment  shall  be  reached. 
Under  this  bill — if  the  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  shall  be  adopted — the  stock- 
holders of  all  these  banks,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception I  have  mentioned,  and  the  reason  for 
which  I  shall  state  hereafter,  will  be  individually 
liable  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
par  value  of  the  shares  held  by  them,  in  addition 
to  the  amount  invested  in  such  shares. 

The  Secretary  continued  the  reading  of  the  bill. 
Thenextamendmentofthe  Committee  on  Finance 
was  in  section  one,  line  twenty-nine,  after  the 
word  "responsible,"  to  strike  out  the  words 
"freeholders  as;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

Within  fifteen  days  from  the  time  of  notice  of  liis  np- 
pnintniciit  tlieCompUollpr  sliall  take  and  subscribe  the  oath 
of  office  prescribed  l)y  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States;  and  he  shall  give  to  the  United  States  a  bond 
in  the  penalty  of  ^100,000,  vvitli  not  less  than  two  respons- 
ible sureties,  &c. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  explain  to  Senators 
the  reason  why  this  amendment  was  proposed  by 
the  committee.  The  word  "freeholder"  is  usu- 
ally used  in  laws  relating  to  sureties,  and  espe- 
cially in  old  laws;  but  in  some  of  the  larger  cities 
some  of  the  very  wealthiest  men,  who  would  be 
certainly  the  most  responsible  sureties,  have  no 
real  estate.  These  securities  will  be  given  gen- 
erally in  the  large  cities.  In  the  city  of  New 
York  many  wreallhy  men  even  rent  their  own  resi- 
dences, do  notown  any  real  estate,  and  yet  they  are 
perfectly  responsible.  It  was  thought  better  not 
to  make  this  limitation,  but  to  leave  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency.  One 
of  the  wealthiest  men  in  New  York  might  offer 
himself  as  a  surety  on  this  bond 

Mr.  GRIMES.  This  clause  refers  to  the  bond 
of  tiie  Comptroller  himself. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  same  principle  is  ap- 
plied to  sureties  in  other  parts  of  the  bill.  There 
is  no  reason  now,  when  land  is  really  personal 
property,  and  easily  conveyed  and  transferred, 
why  we  should  require  a  surety  to  be  a  freeholder, 
because  land  may  be  transferred  as  readily  as 
slock  or  any  other  personal  properly.  The  rea- 
son of  the  old  English  rule  has  ceased,  and  it  is 
scarcely  worth  while  to  preserve  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  three,  line  seven,  after  the  word  "plates," 
to  insert  the  words  "  not  necessarily  in  the  pos- 
session of  engravers  or  printers;"  so  that  it  will 
read: 

That  there  shall  bo  assigned  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Currency  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  suitable  rooms 
ill  the  Treasury  building  for  conducting  the  business  of  the 
('urrcncy  bureau,  in  which  shall  bo  safe  and  secure  liie- 
piool  vaults,  in  which  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller 
to  dcjxisit  and  safely  keep  all  the  plates  not  necessarily  In 
the  possession  of  engravers  or  printers,  &c. 

Tlic  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  six,  line  eight,  after  the  word  "  particu- 
lar," to  insert  the  words  "  county  and;"  so  that 
tlie  clause  will  read: 

2.  The  place  where  its  operations  of  discount  and  de- 
posit are  to  be  carried  on,  designating  the  State,  Terri- 
tory, or  District,  and  also  the  particular  county  and  city, 
town,  or  village. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  six,  line  twenty-one,  after  the  word  "  no- 
tary," to  strike  out  the  word  "  and." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  In  the  nineteenth  line  of 
that  section  the  words  "such  certificate  with" 
should  be  inserted  after  the  word  "  and"  in  order 
to  make  the  meaning  plainer.  It  is  a  mere  verbal 
amendment.     The  clause  will  then  read: 

The  said  certificate  shall  be  acknowledged  before  a  judge 
of  some  court  of  record  or  a  notary  public,  and  such  ctrtili- 
cate  with  the  acknowledgment  thereof  authenticated  by 
the  seal  of  such  court  or  notary  shall  be  transmitted,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  wish  to  inquire  if  this  reading 
is  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  bill  any  fur- 
ther than  the  arnendments  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  ordinary 
course  is  to  go  through  with  the  amendments  of 
the  committee  first. 

Mr.  HALE.     Very  well. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  commillee  was  in 
section  nine,  line  six,  after  the  word  "  Stale,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  Territory  or  District;"  and  in 
line  eight  to  strike  out  the  words  "said  Stale," 
and  to  insert  the  words  "the  same;"  so  that  it 
will  read: 

That  the  affairs  of  every  association  shall  be  managed 
by  not  less  than  five  directors,  one  of  whom  shall  be  the 
president.  Every  director  shall,  during  his  whole  term  of 
service,  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  ;  and  at  least 
three  "fourths  of  the  directors  shall  have  resided  in  the 
State,  Territory,  or  District  in  which  such  association  is 
located  one  year  next  preceding  their  elections  as  direct- 
ors, and  be  residents  of  the  same  during  their  continuance 
in  office. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was 
in  section  twelve,  line  nineteen,  after  the  word 
"  shares,"  to  strike  out  the  following  words: 

Except  that  the  shareholders  of  any  banking  association 
having  not  less  than  §;5,O0O,O0O  actually  paid  in  as  its  capital 
stock  shall  be  liable  as  aforesaid  only  to  tlie  amount  invested 
in  their  shares. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  move  lo  insert  what  1 
now  send  to  the  Chair  in  place  of  the  words  ))i'0- 
posed  to  be  stricken  out.  This  is  an  important 
amendment,  and  I  desire  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  it: 

Except  that  the  shareholders  of  any  bank  association 
now  existing  under  State  law,  and  having  a  capital  stock 
of  not  less  than  $5,000,000  actually  paid  in,  and  a  surplus 
fund  of  twenty  per  cent,  of  its  capital  stock  actually  on 
hand,  shall  be  liable  only  to  the  loss  of  the  amount  in- 
vested in  their  shares,  so  long  as  said  surplus  I'und  sliall 
remain  undiminished. 

The  purpose  of  the  amendment  is  to  enable  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  in  the  city  of  New  York  to 
come  in  as  one  of  the  banking  associations  under 
this  act.  It  is  the  only  bank  in  the  United  States 
organized  under  State  law  that  has  a  capital  of 
over  five  million  dollars,  and  that  comes  within 
the  descriptive  words  contained  in  this  clause. 
The  section,  as  it  came  to  us  from  the  House  of 
Rcpresantalives,  provided  for  the  individual  lia- 
bility of  all  banks  except  banks  wiih  a  capital 
slock  of  $5,000,000.  I  feel  very  sure  in  saying 
that  the  purpose  of  the  House  was  to  embrace  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  by  the  exception;  but  their 
exception  may  embrace  other  banks  besides  the 
Bank  of  Commerce.  Of  course,  other  banks  may 
be  organized  under  this  act  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $5,000,000.  The  purpose  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  is  to  confine  this  exception  to  the  Bank 
of  Commerce  alone.  I  state  it  tiiua  strongly,  so 
that  I  may  present  the  reasons  which  inducpd 
us  to  make  the  exception. 

The  Bank  of  Commerce  is  organized  under  ar- 
ticles of  association  or  articles  of  copartner.ship, 
more  properly  called,  said  to  have  been  framed 
by  Chancellor  Kent  in  1839.  It  has  a  capital 
slock  of  $9,000,000,  and  a  surplus  of  over  iwi'iily 
per  cent,  on  its  capital  stock.  'All  iis  capital  is 
paid  in;  it  has  no  circulation;  it  isthe  largest  bank 
in  the  United  Stales;  it  was  organized  with  a  view 


I 


1864. 


THE  OOjSTGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1867 


to  supersede  or  take  ilie  place  of  the  old  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  The  terms  of  its  association 
arc  very  peculiar.  The  directors  and  stockhold- 
ers do  not  object  to  the  individual  liability  clause, 
and  arc  perfectly  willing  to  come  in  as  a  national 
bank  under  this  law,  but  they  are  restrained  by 
a  section  in  their  articles  of' association  which  I 
will  read. 

Article  twelve  provides  that  a  majority  of  the 
board  of  directors  at  their  discretion  may  accept 
and  exercise  any  additional  powers  or  privileges 
which  may  at  any  time  be  conferred  on  the  asso- 
ciation, either  by  an  amendment  of  the  act  under 
which  it  is  formed  or  by  any  new  enactment. 

Section  two  of  that  article  provides  that  they 
may  also  apply  for  and  accept  any  act  or  acts  of 
incorporation  and  upon  such  conditions  as  they 
may  deem  expedient,  and  may  cause  to  be  trans- 
ferred and  conveyed  to  the  body-corporate  so  to 
be  created  all  the  property  of  the  association. 

Section  four  contains  this  provision: 

"Nocliunge  shall  be  made  in  ttiese  articles,  nor  shall  the 
directors  consent  to  or  accept  any  act  of  incorporation  or 
legislative  provision  vi^hereby  the  rights,  the  rttuedies,  or 
security  of  the  existing  creditors  of  the  association  shall  be 
weakened  or  impaired,  or  whereby  any  shareholder  shall 
be  rendered  liable  in  liis  individual  capacity  for  any  con- 
tract, debt,  or  engagement  of  the  association." 

Under  these  articles  of  association  the  directors 
cannot  form  themselves  as  a  banking  association 
under  this  act  without  the  consent  of  every  stock- 
holder. There  are  some  twenty-five  hundred 
stock  holders,  it  is  said,  scattered  all  over  the  world, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  their  consent.  It 
is,  therefore,  impossible  for  them  to  come  in  un- 
der this  bill  unless  a  provision  is  made  to  exempt 
them  from  the  individual  liability  clause.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  deemed  of  vital  importance 
that  this  bank,  being  the  largest  banking  institu- 
tion in  the  United  States,  should  embrace  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act.  The  directors  and  managers 
of  the  bank  desire  to  come  in.  They  are  very 
sirong;  they  now  hold  $16,000,000  of  our  securi- 
ties; they  have  been  the  friends  of  the  Govern- 
ment; they  have  loaned  us  their  money  freely. 
It  is  deemed  desirable  that  they  should  be  brought 
in  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  if  it  can  be 
done,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  way  except 
these  articles  of  association  which  forbid  any 
change  in  that  particular,  and  such  a  change  can- 
not be  made  without  the  assent  of  all  the  stock- 
holders, and  that  assent  it  is  impossible  to  obtain. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  committee,  after 
a  good  deal  of  discussion,  deemed  that  the  facts 
would  authorize  and  justify  the  exception;  but 
in  order  to  strengthen  the  matter  still  more,  they 
have  now  on  hand  a  surplus  of  twenty  per  cent, 
of  their  capital  stock.  The  whole  of  their. cap- 
ital stock  is  paid  in,  and  they  have  a  surplus  of 
twenty  per  cent,  besides.  We  considered  that 
this  surplus  was  equivalent  at  least  to  the  individ- 
ual liability  clause,  and  they  are  required  to  keep 
this  surplus  on  hand  undiminished,  so  that  if  the 
Rank  of  Commerce  avails  itself  of  this  exception 
and  comes  in  under  this  law  it  will  be  bound  not 
only  to  keep  its  capital  stock  paid  up,  but  to  keep 
always  on  hand  a  surplus  of  twenty  per  cent,  on 
the  capital  stock  more  than  any  other  bank  organ- 
ized under  it.  We  thought  the  facts  were  so 
strong  as  to  justify  the  exception  in  their  case. 

Mr.  GOfeLAMER.  Every  large  bank  in  the 
large  cities,  by  this  bill,  is  required  to  keep  twenty 
per  cent,  surplus. 

Mr.  SFIERMAN.  The  Senator  is  mistaken. 
They  are  bound  to  set  aside  ten  per  cent,  on  their 
profits  as  a  surplus  fund  until  the  amount  is 
twenty  per  cent. ;  and  that  same  provision  applies 
also  to  the  Bank  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  It  would  be  the  same 
thing. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Not  at  all.  It  would  prob- 
ably be  twenty  years  bi^fore,  under  the  natural 
operations  of  this  banking  system,  the  surplus 
fund  would  amount  to  twenty  per  cent,  of  the 
capital.      ^ 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Does  not  this  bill  i-cquire 
that  it  sliall  be  fifteen  per  cent,  on  their  capital.' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  requires  the  margin  I 
speak  of;  but  the  saine  rule  applies  to  the  Bank 
of  Commerce;  and  if  the  amendment  does  not 
carry  out  the  meaning,  1  invite  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  to  change  the  phraseology.  The  pur- 
pose is  to  require  this  surplus  of  twenty  percent., 
in  addition  to  any  other  surplus  required  by  the 
bill,  because  thc'y  will  be  bound  by  the  other  pro- 


visions of  this  bill — to  require  that  as  a  substitute 
for  the  individual  liability  clause;  and  1  think  the 
Senator  will  sec  that  this  surplus  is  distinct  and 
separate  from  the  surplus  required  by  another 
provision  of  the  bill,  which  requires  one  tenth  of 
the  net  profits  to  be  set  aside  as  a  surplus  fund. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  propose  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  by  striking  out 
"  |5, 000, 000,"  and  then  let  it  apply  to  any  bank 
now  in  existence  that  has  a  surplus  of  twenty  per 
cent.  There  will  be  something  fair  in  that,  it 
seems  to  me.  The  idea  of  making  this  exception 
for  one  bank,  and  that  the  wealthiest  bank,  the 
most  powerful  bank  in  the  United  States,  is  rather 
repulsive  to  my  sentiments  of  fair  dealing  and 
equity  among  the  different  banks.  I  know  there 
are  banks  that  have  as  large  a  surplus  as  this.  I 
know  one  in  the  town  in  which  I  reside  that  has, 
or  at  least  had  at  the  time  I  knew  anything  about 
it,  a  larger  surplus  than  twenty  per  cent.  The 
capital  of  that  bank  is  only  $100,000.  Why 
should  not  that  bank  be  permitted  to  come' in  if 
it  is  in  as  solventacondition  as  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce, and  be  permitted  to  participate  in  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  section.'  Why  should  not  its 
stockholders  be  exempt  from  individual  liability 
as  much  as  those  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce.'  It 
is  composed  of  men  just  as  loyal.  Its  dii-ectors, 
perhaps,  have  taken  as  much  Government  bonds 
in  proportion  to  their  capital  as  the  Bank  of 
Commerce.  They  have  not  the  same  ability  be- 
cause they  have  not  the  capital,  but  in  proportion 
they  have  done  as  well. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  My  answer  to  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  is  just  this:  if  there  was  any  way  by 
which  the  Bank  of  Coinmerce  could  come  in 
under  the  operation  of  this  act,  I  would  not  ex- 
cept it  on  account  of  its  surplus  funds  nor  on  ac- 
count of  its  large  capital;  but  the  difliculty  in  the 
way  is  just  the  one  I  stated.  If  there  wras  any 
way  in  which  this  could  be  avoided,  I  would  not 
make  the  exception;  and  we  agreed  to  do  it  with 
great  hesitation,  and  only  Vi^hen  we  were  com- 
pelled to  do  it  or  forego  the  advantage  to  be  de- 
rived from  this  very  large  bank  leading  off  from 
the  State  to  the  national  banking  system.  There 
is  no  other  reason  for  it;  it  is  not  justifiable  ex- 
cept on  the  ground  that  there  is  an  existing  cor- 
poration restrained  by  its  articles  of  copartnership 
in  such  a  way  that  it  cannot  organize  under  this 
system  except  upon  an  impossible  condition,  that 
is,  the  assent  of  every  stockholder  of  the  bank, 
including  minors  and  persons  all  over  the  coun- 
try. The  subject  has  been  very  fully  and  fairly 
considered.  If  we  can  believe  these  gentlemen, 
they  do  not  fear  the  individual  liability  clause, 
and  no  doubt  they  speak  truly;  for  in  a  bank 
with  so  large  a  capital  and  such  a  surplus  fund 
the  individual  liability  is  not  to  be  feared  by 
them.  They  do  not  object  to  the  individual  lia- 
bility; they  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  incur  it; 
but  they  are  restrained  by  the  articles  of  associa- 
tion which  deny  the  power. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  inquire  of  the  Senator  if  the 
stockholders  or  directors  of  this  bank  report  to 
the  committee  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
buy  up  the  balance  of  this  stock,  so  as  to  secure 
it  in  their  hands.' 

Mr.  SHERMAN .  They  say  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible to  do  it,  for  this  reason:  this  being  an 
old  bank  which  lias  existed  for  a  long  time,  its 
stock  is  scattered  all  over  the  country  and  in  for- 
eign countries,  so  that  it  cannot  be  bought  up.  It 
is  held  in  France  and  in  Cuba  as  well  as  in  the 
United  States.  The  stock  is  generally  held,  too, 
in  small  sums  by  a  great  number  of  people  scat- 
tered all  over  the  world. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  As  I  shall  vote  for  this  amend- 
ment, I  desire  to  say  in  a  word  why  I  shall  do 
so.  There  are  two  i-easons.  In  the  first  place, 
I  believe  it  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  secure  the  cooperation  of  this  very 
powerful  banking  institution,  and  I  believe  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  has  done  it  no  more  than  jus- 
tice when  he  has  described  what  it  has  already 
done  since  the  beginning  of  our  troubles.  It  has 
been  a  patriotic  institution,  and  I  believe  that  if 
it  should  come  forward  under  our  new  banking 
system,  it  would  set  a  very  important  example 
to  other  banks  throughout  the  country.  Then, 
in  the  second  jilacc,  I  ilo  not  see  that  ihore  can 
be  any  possible  hariu  that  can  come  from  thee.x- 
ception.  If  I  saw  any  harm  in  it,  cirtaiiily  I 
should  join   with   those   Suiiatoid  Vi^lio  heciilate; 


but  here  you  have  a  positive  advantage  without 
really  any  visible  harm. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  Mr.  President,  I  am  cer- 
tainly struck  with  the  views  presented  by  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Grimes]  in  reference  to 
this  proposition.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  for 
making  an  exception  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce, one  single,  isolated  bank;  and  surely  the 
proposition  now  presented  to  the  Senate  has  no 
other  meaning  and  can  have  no  other  meaning 
than  to  except  that  bank  from  a  somewhat  strin- 
gent rule  imposed  on  all  other  banks  that  may  be 
organized  under  this  bill.  I  have  no  feelings  of 
opposition  to  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  and  if  this 
system  be  a  desirable  system,  I  siiould. certainly 
have  no  objection  to  the  Bank  of  Commerce  com- 
ing in  under  it;  but  I  am  not  willing,  in  the  first 
place,  to  legislate  in  this  kind  of  style. 

This  is  a  bank  of  very  great  power,  a  bank  hav- 
ing a  capital  now  perliaps  exceeding  ten  million 
dollars,  and  1  am  very  sorry  to  see  a  proposition 
made  at  this  early  stage  ofbanking  under  this  bill — 
a  system  of  banking  which  has  never  met  with  my 
approbation  from  the  beginning,  and  cannot  under 
any  circumstances  now  since  it  has  been  tried — 
to  favor  particularly  the  largest  bank  in  the  United 
States,  a  proposition  which  relieves  it  from  a  lia- 
bility which  has  already  been  iinposed  on  other 
banks,  and  a  liability  which  will  be  imposed  upon 
all  other  banks  organized  under  this  bill. 

What  do  we  get  in  consideration  of  that?  The 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Sumner]  says 
it  is  very  desirable  that  the  Bank  of  Commerce 
shall  enter  into  this  system.  Why.'  What  do 
we  gain  by  it?  The  Bank  of  Commerce  has  al- 
ready, if  I  understand  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Sherman]  correctly,  possession  of  $16,000,000 
of  our  bonds.  We  already  have  a  redundant  cir- 
culation; we  have  a  circulation  that  has  doubled 
the  price  of  every  commodity  in  this  country. 
Now,  what  do  we  gain  by  this  proposition  ?  We 
relieve  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce from  a  liability  imposed  on  the  stockhold- 
ers of  every  other  bank  that  may  be  organiz'd 
under  this  bill,  and  we  get  in  exchange  an  addi- 
tional circulation  thrown  upon  the  community  to 
the  amount  perhaps  of  $10,000,000  on  the  basis 
of  the  bonds  already  held  by  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce. That  is,  we  are  to  make  a  circulation, 
which  is  already  redundant,  still  more  so.  We 
might  issue  the  paper  of  the  Treasury  ourselves, 
if  we  needed  it;  liul  we  are  proposing  that  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  shall  be  enabled  not  only  to 
take  interest  on  the  bonds  it  now  holds,  but  to 
take  an  additional  interest  for  surcharging  the 
circulation  of  the  country. 

What  do  we  gain?  What  does  the  Govern- 
ment gain  by  inducing  the  Bank  of  Commerce  to 
enter  the  ban  king  system  under  this  bill  ?  It  seems 
to  me  our  object  now  should  be  to  reduce,  if  we 
possibly  can,  the  redundant  circulation  that  has 
been  thrown  out  among  the  people.  What  is  the 
clamor  in  the  country  now  demanding  that  the 
people  be  taxed?  When  did  the  people  ever  de- 
mand that  they  be  taxed  ?  Do  we  not  see  the  news- 
papers throughout  the  country  demanding  that 
additional  taxation  be  imposed  on  the  people? 
Why  is  it  ?  Are  the  people  of  this  country  so  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  to  be  taxed,  unless  there  be  a 
purpose  in  it?  I  imagine  not.  The  object  of  it 
is  to  gel  rid  of  this  redundant  circulation  that  we 
are  proposing  to  throw  upon  the  community  in 
additional  quantities  by  inducing  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce to  enter  into  banking  under  this  scheme. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  throw  any  obstacles  what- 
ever in  the  way  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
If  I  know  myself  I  am  willing  to  do  anything 
that  can  be  reasonably  done;  and  in  lact  when 
the  original  bill  was  passed  a  year  ago  I  should 
have  voted  for  the  bill  if  my  vote  was  necessary 
to  carry  it;  and  why?  Sjmply  because  it  was 
urged  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  a 
measure  absolutely  essential  to  enable  him  to  get 
along  with  the  finances  of  the  country.  I  was  at 
that  time  disposed  to  give  my  concurrence  to  it  if 
it  was  absolutely  essential  to  enable  him  to  get 
along  with  the  finances  of  the  country;  but  I  did 
not  want  it  adopted  in  the  form  in  which  it  was 
proposed.  I  wanted  several  amendments  to  it,  and 
i  made  some  objections  to  it  at  the  time.  The 
system,  however,  was  carried, and  upon  the  trial 
we  have  had  of  it  I  am  satisfied  that  it  ought  to 
be  abandoned,  that  wo  ought  to  get  rid  of  it  at  the 
very  earliest    practicable    moment.     We    ought 
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not  to  permit  the  orgnniztition  of  another  bank 
under  it. 

In  saying  this  I  am  not  saying;  that  I  am  favor- 
able to  the  system  of  banking  that  we  have  been 
indulging  in  for  a  great  number  of  years  in  this 
country.  I  know  tlie  curses  of  that  system, and 
1  was  very  much  pleased  at  the  very  able  argu- 
ment made  again.'it  that  system  by  the  Senator 
from  Oliio,  on  the  introduction  of  his  bill  at  the 
Inst  session  of  Congress.  1  felt  it  and  appreciated 
it,  and  I  appreciate  it  now,  but  I  undertake  to 
Bay  that  the  time  will  come  under  this  so-called 
national  banking  system  when  we  shall  all  admit 
that  we  have  not  bettered  the  condition  of  things 
in  tills  country  by  it.  This  i.s  not  the  timefor  me 
to  present  my  objections  to  the  system  entirely, 
although  it  might  be  properly  done  on  the  amend- 
ment now  proposed,  because  of  the  fact  that  it 
brings  up  the  question  of  authorizing  an  immense 
moneyed  corporation  in  this  country  to  flood  the 
country  with  additional  paper.  It  might  be  ar- 
gued on  the  que.stion  ofagreeing  to  such  an  amend- 
ment, but  I  decline  to  do  so  at  this  moment. 

But,  sir,  on  the  grounds  that  I  have  already 
mentioned,  I  do  sincerely  hope  that  this  propo- 
sition will  not  be  tolerated.  In  the  first  jilace,  it 
is  not  desirable,  in  my  judgment,  that  any  more 
lianks  should  have  the  privilege  of  issuing  paper 
money  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  this  kind. 
In  the  second  place,  even  if  that  be  desirable,  it 
is  certainly  not  proper  to  make  an  exception  in 
favor  of  any  corporation  whatever  in  the  coun- 
try; and  much  less  is  it  proper  in  the  face  of  the 
world  for  us  to  say  that  we  shall  make  that  ex- 
ception in  favor  of  a  banking  institution  in  this 
country  that  certainly  has  power  enough.  Will 
it  not  be  said  at  once  thatCongress  is  giving  way 
before  the  immense  moneyed  concerns  in  the  coun- 
try .'  1  care  not  how  favorable  that  bank  may 
have  been  to  the  Government.  I  suppose  that  in 
all  the  favor  it  has  ever  shown  the  Government 
it  has  reaped  its  just  reward.  If  it  lias  not,  it  is 
the  first  banking  institution — 1  care  not  where  it 
may  be  located — that  did  not  think  it  was  doing 
well  in  its  transactions.  I  apprehend  that  the 
B.ink  of  Commerce  has  realized  something,  a  fair 
remuneration  for  all  the  favors  it  has  ever  shown 
the  Government;  and  in  saying  this,  I  again  re- 
peat that  I  feel  favorable  to  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce; I  look  upon  it  as  one  of  the  most  solvent 
institutions  in  the  country;  and  in  fact  if  it  will 
continue  its  business  without  issuing  paper  of 
any  sort,  it  will  do  a  great  service  to  the  coun- 
try. It  has  already  gained  its  reputation,  its 
character,  its  stability,  its  permanency,  its  power 
in  this  country  by  its  neglect  to  issue  paper  money. 
It  did  at  one  time  have  a  small  circulation  out;  I 
believe  it  has  scarcely  any  now;  and  it  will  retain 
its  reputation  decidedly  better  if  it  shall  neglect  to 
issue  any  circulation  whatever. 

There  are  institutions  in  the  West — I  could 
name  to  the  gentleman  one,  anyhow,  in  the  city 
of  St.  Louis  that  has  a  surplus  reserve  fund  ot 
over  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  its  capital  stock, 
but  I  do  not  ask  an  exception  in  favor  of  that  in- 
stitution. It  is  an  insiitution  that,  like  the  Bank 
of  Commerce,  has  not  issued  a  dollar  of  circula- 
tion, a  bank  of  de[)osit,  doing  all  sorts  of  bank- 
ing business,  but  without  issuing  paper. 

1,  for  one,  under  the  circumstances,  will  not 
commit  myself  in  favor  of  making  any  exception 
for  the  benefit  of  any  bank,  and  much  less  will  I 
do  it  in  favor  of  such  a  cor|)oration  as  this. 
What  will  l)e  sail!  throughout  the  community.' 
I  know  the  Finance  Committee  were  not  operated 
on  by  any  feelings  of  that  sort,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  not  a  single  member  of  this  body  will  be 
operated  on  by  any  feelings  of  that  character 
though  they  may  vote  for  it;  but  it  will  make  us 
liable  to  the  charge  that  we  arc  already  falling 
subject  to  influences  of  an  improper  character  on 
th(!  part  of  the  monoj^Ml' institutions  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  By  looking  at  the  bill, 
the  Senate  will  perceive  that  as  reported  from  the 
committee  originally  ihifl  particular  clause  wan 
struck  out  of  the  bill,  from  which  the  Senate  will 
infer  that  the  CoiTuniitee  on  Finance  was  o|ipoacd 
to  making  the  exception  which  has  been  spoken 
of  by  the  SrMiator  from  Ohio.  The  committee, 
however,  wns  induced  lo  reconsid(rr  this  conclu- 
Kion,  and  the  result  of  ihiil  recon.sidirratioii  is  iho 
lunr'udment  proposed  tlii>i  moi'ning  by  the  Sen- 
litor  froni  Ohio. 


The  Senator  from  Missouri  will  perceive,  I 
think,  on  reflection,  that  hisatgument  with  refer- 
ence to  the  currency  is  of  no  force  in  connection 
with  this  question,  because  the  amount  of  cur- 
rency that  can  be  issued  under  the  bill  is  fixed  and 
limited;  and  if  that  currency  is  not  issued  by  the 
Bank  of  Commerce,  it  will  be  issued  by  some 
other  bank,  probably  one  not  having  the  stand- 
ing and  the  ability  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce.  It 
makes  no  difference  to  the  country  in  that  point 
of  view,  so  far  as  the  quantity  of  currency  is  con- 
cerned, whether  it  is  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce in  part,  or  by  some  half  a  dozen  or  dozen 
or  more  small  banks  which  issue  the  sameamount 
in  gross.  It  does  not  follow  that  the  currency 
will  not  be  just  as  much  inflated  if  you  keep  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  out  as  it  will  be  if  you  let  it 
in.  The  amount,  as  I  said  before,  is  fixed  by 
the  law,  and  if  the  Bank  of  Commerce  comes  in 
as  one  bank,  with  the  power  to  issue  a  certain 
amount  of  currency,  it  only  takes  that  powerfrom 
somebody  else. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  will  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator that  perhaps  he  misunderstood  that  branch 
of  my  argument.  I  may  not  have  been  specific 
enough.  !  said  that  so  far  as  I  was  concerned, 
instead  of  granting  an  exemption  to  the  Bank  of 
Commerce  over  and  above  all  other  banks,  I 
would  go  to  the  extent  of  prohibiting  the  forma- 
tion of  any  more  banks  under  this  system,  be- 
cause I  do  not  want  any  more  currency  under  a 
banking  system  like  this. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  So  far,  then,  as  that  part 
of  the  Senator's  argument  is  concerned,  on  which 
he  dwelt  at  considerable  length,  it  has  no  applica- 
tion to  the  question  under  consideration,  but  is 
rather  an  argument  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  HElSfDERSOISf.     That  is  true. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Upon  that,  then,  I  have 
nothing  to  say.  I  take  forgranted,  therefore,  that 
the  position  which  I  assumed,  that  it  makes  no 
difference,  so  far  as  the  currency  is  concerned, 
whether  you  let  the  Bank  of  Commerce  in  by  this 
provision  or  not,  is  a  correct  position. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  would  prefer  that  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  should  be  placed  in  the  same 
position  with  other  banks.  Because  it  is  a  bank 
of  large  means  I  would  prefer  that  the  Bank  of 
Commerce  should  do  it  rather  than  an  infinite 
number  of  smaller  banks,  and  at  the  last  session 
I  proposed  an  amendment  to  proliibit  the  estab- 
lishment of  small  banks. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then  the  argument  is  in 
favor  of  letting  in  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  currency,  and  would  rather  go  to 
support  the  exception  in  this  case  than  to  operate 
against  it,  and  that  was  the  idea  that  I  had. 

The  question  becoines,  then,  a  very  simple  one. 
I  would  not,  on  any  consideration  applicable  to 
the  Bank  of  Commerce  or  any  other  institution, 
for  its  benefit,  or  out  of  any  regard  for  it,  or  as 
an  acknowledgment  of  any  services  it  had  ren- 
dered, or  for  any  reason  connected  with  the  institu- 
tioti  itself,  make  the  exception.  In  fact  I  was  from 
the  beginning  strongfy  opposed  to  nnaking  an  ex- 
ception, but  a  reconsideration  brought  the  com- 
mittee to  the  conclusion  of  which  I  spoke,  and  in 
that  conclusion  I  concurred. 

The  view  upon  which  the  proposed  change  was 
made  is  simply  that  it  will  be  for  the  advantage 
of  the  country  in  putting  this  new  system  into 
operation,  it  will  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  sys- 
tem itself,  that  an  institution  so  strong  and  well 
disposed  as  this  institution  is  should  have  the  op- 
portunity lo  become  one  of  the  national  banks 
under  this  system.  In  fact,  I  can  readily  imag- 
ine why  the  I^ank  of  Commerce  should  desire  to 
come  undi'r  this  systeni  if  it  wishes  to  be  a  liank 
of  circulation.  As  1  understand  the  Inuikinglaw 
of  the  Slate  of  New  York  under  which  this  insti- 
tution exists  as  it  now  stands,  it  biung  so  far  con- 
trolled by  its  original  articles  of  copartnership 
that  it  (cannot  rentier  its  individual  stockholders 
personally  liable,  it  cannot  be  a  bank  of  circula- 
tion, because  every  bank  in  New  York  is  prohib- 
ited from  being  a  bank  of  circulation  unless  with 
a  provision  for  the  individual  liability  of  the 
stockholders.  As  the  B.mk  of  Commerce  cannot 
have  the  individual  liability,  it  cannot  circulate 
bills  under  the  laws  of  New  York.  Itwasamat- 
U'.r  (if  necessity,  tlieref(U'c,  that  it  should  cease  to 
bfl  a  bank  of  circulation  altiig(!tlirr.  If  ildesirra 
now  to  bec(une  a  bank  of  circulation,  that  would 
be  CHIC  good   ria-smi  to  explain  why  it  wishes  lo 


come  in  under  this  system,  although  the  amount 
of  profit  that  is  made  from  circulation  in  the  city 
of  New  York  is  considered  of  very  little  conse- 
quence compared  with  the  profits  derived  from 
other  banking  operations. 

The  advantage  that  tile  Governm^ftt  sup|ioses 
it  will  gain  is  this:  a  large  portion  of  the  banks 
of  New  York,  the  clearing-house  force,  may  be 
opposed  to  this  system, and  itmay  operate  slowly 
there;  and  it  therefore  becomes  a  matter  of  ad- 
vantage and  a  matter  of  importance,  or  may  be- 
come a  matter  of  importance  that  a  bank  wielding 
the  power  that  this  bank  does,  having  the  large 
capital,  having  the  large  surplus,  having  tha  good 
character  that  it  has,  and  the  power  to  influence 
others,  should  form  a  part  of  the  system  which 
we  propose  to  put  in  operation.  If  there  was  any 
mode  by  which  it  could  come  in  under  the  system 
as  it  is  framed,  it  would  not  ask  for  this  special 
provision.  It  is  out  of  its  power  possibly  to  do 
so.  The  question,  therefore,  is  whether  you  will 
let  them  in  or  must  they  stay  out;  will  you  let 
that  bank  in,  or  must  it  be  kept  out?  The  ques- 
tion of  individual  liability  is  of  no  consequence 
to  them.     They  have  no  sort  of  objection  lo  it. 

Mr.  FIENDERSON.  Let  me  suggest  to  the 
Senator  that  there  arc  numbers  of  banks  in  the 
various  States  of  the  Union  in  a  similar  condition. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  No,  sir.  There  is  not 
a  bank  in  the  country  in  a  similar  condition,  as  I 
am  informed. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  Not  exactly  in  a  pre- 
cisely similar  condition;  but  are  there  not  banks 
who  cannot  enter  into  this  systam  for  the  same 
reason,  who  cannot  commence  banking  under  this 
system  without  dragging  in  some  recusai.it  or  re- 
fusing stockholders  who  might  prevent  banking 
under  it.'  Are  there  not  banks  in  various  sections 
of  the  country  whose  stockholders  cannot  be 
brought  in  under  this  system  by  a  majority  vote.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  understand  that  there 
is  not  another  bank  in  the  country  which  is 
founded  on  articles  of  copartnership.  It  is  the 
only  one;  it  is  peculiar. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  As  it  turns  upon  that,  I 
will  state  that  I  took  occasion  to  inquire  of  dif- 
ferent banking  gentlemen  who  opposed  this  sys- 
tem. There  is  no  other  bank  in  the  United  Slates 
which  is  really  acopartnership.  All  the  rest  are 
organized  under  general  banking  laws  or  special 
acts  of  incorporation. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  if  he  thinks  thai  a  majority  oi 
the  stockholders  of  a  bank  can  take  a  minority 
into  this  system,  even  under  an  ordinary  bank 
charier  in  the  States? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  isa  question  which 
I  am  not  prepared  to  answer.  It  depends  en- 
tirely on  the  terms  of  the  charter. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  What  I  mean  lo  say  is 
that  under  the  provisions  of  the  charters,  you 
cannot  force  the  minority  into  banking  under  this 
system  in  the  different  States. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  may  be;  but  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  to 
change  the  chai'tcrand  waive  the  objection. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  It  is  a  vested  right  in 
the  minority  of  the  stockholders. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Not  such  a  vested  right 
but  that  it  may  be  altered  by  consent  of  the  Legis- 
lature.    The  Legislature  may  give  the  power, 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  The  Legislature,  though, 
cannot,  by  its  authority,  change  a  corporation 
without  the  consent  of  the  minority  of  the  stock- 
holders. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  think  that  does  not  fol- 
low, because  almost  invariably, and  I  suppose  in 
point  of  fact,  it  is  invariably  the  case,  the  power 
to  change  the  charter  is  retained  by  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Allow  mc  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  Maine  if  it  is  not  in  the  jiower  of  the  cor- 
porators or  the  acting  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
Commerce  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  York  to  absolve  them  from  this 
stipulation  in  their  articles. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Where  is  the  dinfercnce  be- 
tween a  charter  held  under  a  State  and  this  indi- 
vidual contract  entered  into  by  the  parties  between 
themselvr.'!? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  dinercnceis,lhatthi.') 
insiitution  is  founded  on  articles  of  copartnership 
thai  the  Slate  cannot  change.   It  is  very  different 
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fi-om  a  bank  under  a  gcnernl  banking  law  which 
the  State  can  cliangu.  The  Senator,  as  a  lawyer, 
will  see  the  difference  at  once.  Tlie  fact  is,  as  I 
am  well  informed,  that  this  is  the  only  institution 
in  the  country  that  is  organized  under  articles  of 
copartnership  between  man  and  man;  and  then 
having  those  articlesof  copartnership  they  availed 
themselves  of  the  orf^anization  of  the  general 
banking  law  of  New  Vork.  Tliey  are  peculiar. 
I  examined  this  question  until  I  satisfied  myself. 
As  I  stated  to  gentlemen  frankly,  I  was  decidedly 
and  thoroughly  opposed  to  this  proposition  up  to 
the  moment  that  I  ascertained  that  fact.  I  said, 
"Very  v/e!l;  let  this  institution  go;  there  is  no 
reason  for  making  an  exception  except  so  far  as 
np[)lies  to  themselves;  and  although  it  is  hard  on 
them,  they  must  wind  up  their  business  and  come 
in  regularly  if  they  see  fit."  But  the  difficulty  is, 
tliiU  much  valuable  time  is  lost  and  much  advant- 
age may  be  lost  in  the  time  taken  to  wind  up  their 
business  and  become  a  new  bank  under  our  sys- 
tem. That  cannot  be  done  in  a  day  or  an  hour 
or  a  month  or  six  months;  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  country  and  the  system  which  we  are  desirous 
of  inaugurating  lose  the  privilege,  if  privilege  it 
be,  of  having  tiie  support  and  countenance  and 
the  aid  of  this  institution  in  carrying  the  system 
into  effect;  and  the  consideration  that  the  exam- 
ple and  power  of  the  institution  would  be  of  ben- 
efit to  the  country  in  inaugurating  and  giving 
force  to  the  system  which  we  are  speaking  of  was 
sufficient  to  influence  me  to  consent  to  the  amend- 
ment which  has  been  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio. 

If  I  am  wrong  in  this,  tliere  is  no  ground  what- 
ever to  make  the  exception.  I  admit  the  force  of 
all  that  my  friend  from  Missouri  has  said  with 
reference  to  making  an  exception  at  all.  To  me 
the  idea  was  so  objectionable  that  I  could  not  get 
over  it;  and  nothing,  as  1  said  before,  no  argu- 
ment that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  my  mind 
with  reference  to  the  bank  itself,  or  anything  con- 
nected with  its  own  interests  or  claims,  or  any- 
thing it  had  done  or  might  do,  would  have  pre- 
vailed upon  me  to  change  my  opinion;  but  I  saw, 
or  1  thought  I  saw — for  I  will  not  be  certain  in 
these  days  that  I  see  anything — that  if  this  sys- 
tem is  to  come  into  operation  and  is  to  be  a  bene- 
ficial system,  which  we  must  presume  if  we  pass 
it,  then  it  would  be  importantto  the  system  itself 
that  it  should  have  tUe  aid  of  an  institution  so 
strong  as  this  is;  and  that  induced  me  to  be  will- 
ing to  lake  the  consequences  of  an  apparently  in- 
vidious exception. 

Mr.  HEtNDERSON.  I  know  that  the  Senator 
will  excuse  me  for  troubling  him.  1  desire  to  ask 
him  what  benefit  it  will  be  to  the  Government  for 
the  Bank  of  Commerce  to  come  in  under  this  sys- 
tem. He  has  spoken  of  tlie  advantage,  and  so 
has  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  I  really  want  to  know 
what  advantage  we  shall  realize  by  the  Bank  of 
Commerce  coming  in;  what  will  the  Government 
get  by  h> 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  is  supposed  in  thefirst 
place  that  the  Government  gets  all  the  influence 
and  aid  and  power  of  that  bank,  as  well  as  other 
banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  becoming  one 
or  perhaps  the  first  to  accept  the  national  system; 
ftiid  you  may  imagine  whether  a  bank  with  a  cap- 
ital of  $10,000,000,  wielding  the  power  that  it 
does  necessarily,  and  with  the  character  it  has, 
must  not  exercise  over  a  question  of  this  kind  a 
very  gr(;at  influence. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  What  is  the  real  benefit 
the  Goverrmietit  gets  by  the  bank  doing  it.' 

iMr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  thegeneral  ques- 
tion applicable  to  thegeneral  bill  which  I  am  not 
arguing.  1  stated  expressly  that  if  the  system 
is  to  go  into  operation,  and  is  to  be  a  beneficial 
system,  that- result  will  follow.  As  to  the  bill 
itself,  that  is  a  question  which  i  leave  to  my  friend 
from  Ohio  to  argue. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  It  occurs  to  me  that  the  argu- 
miMit  of  my  friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  goes  a  little  too  far.  I  might  say 
to  hitn  and  to  the  Senate  that  it  would  strengthen 
the  financial  hands  of  the  Government  to  make 
nn  exception  in  favor  of  all  the  banks  in  New 
York,  including  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  dollars; 
and  if  we  desire  to  strengthen  the  Government  in 
this  way,  why  shall  we  not  exclude  from  the  op- 
eration of  the  personal  liability  clause  all  the 
banks  in  the  city  of  New  York.'  Is  it  simply  be- 
cause the  Bunk  of  Cummcrue  happens  to  ue  pos- 


sessed of  ten  millions  of  capital,  while  the  otliers 
have  only  one,  or  two,  or  three  millions  or  half 
a  million  of  capital.'  Why  not  make  the  rule 
g:eneral,and  letit  apply  toall  the  banks  in  New 
York  and  all  the  banks  in  Boston.' 

It  seems  to  me,  I  confess,  that  there  is  no  prin- 
ciple whatever  upon  which  this  exemption  of  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  can  be  justified.  I  have  list- 
ened very  attentively  to  the  arguments  that  have 
been  adduced  hereon  the  part  of  those  who  ad- 
vocate this  provision,  and  i  confess  that  I  am  still 
unconvinced.  Let  us  look  and  see  what  is  going 
to  be  the  effect  of  it  in  New  York.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Cominittee  tells  us,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  he  is  acctirate  in  his  statement,  that 
in  the  State  of  New  York  no  bank  can  issue  any 
currency  unless  the  stockholders  are  individually 
liable  for  the  issue. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  To  a  certain  amount;  to 
the  amount  of  their  stock.  I  understand  that  to 
be  so. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  And  the  Bank  of  Commerce, 
under  the  operation  of  that  rule,  has  been  re- 
strained from  issuing  any  circulation.  Now  it 
proposes  to  come  in  under  our  general  national 
banking  law,  and  to  be  permitted  to  issue  bills, 
as  other  banks  issue  bills;  and  therefore  this  is 
to  be  the  only  bank  in  that  State  and  the  only  one 
in  a  large  cluster  of  States — for  there  are  many 
Slates  having  similar  provisions — that  can  issue 
any  bills  where  the  stockholders  are  not  individ- 
ually responsible  for  the  bills  that  are  issued. 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  will  also  remark  to  the  Sen- 
ator they  are  allowed  to  do  that  in  contravention 
of  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York.  It 
is  not  a  mere  legislative  provision,  but  it  is  in- 
serted in  the  constitution  of  1846  of  that  State 
that  there  shall  be  no  batiks  of  circulation  within 
its  limits  unless  the  stockholders  are  individually 
liable. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  This  bank  was  chartered 
before. 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  know  it  was;  but  still  it 
comes  within  the  provision. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  That  is  aii  additional  reason, 
I  think,  why  we  should  not  adopt  this  proposi- 
tion. A  year  ago  the  Senator  from  Ohio  urged 
the  Senate  to  pass  whathe  called  a  uniform  bank- 
ing bill;  and  he  gave  us  very  glowing  predictions 
as  to  what  would  be  the  effect  of  thtit  bill.  It 
was  to  operate  equally  in  all  the  States  of  this 
Union;  and  every  citizen  of  the  country  was  to 
have  an  equal  advantage  under  that  bill  if  it 
should  be  enacted  into  a  law.  Only  one  year  has 
elapsed  since  its  enactment;  and  now  a  substi- 
tute f'or  the  law  is  brought  before  us;  and  thefirst 
material  amendment  is  to  exempt  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law  the  largest  money  institution  ot 
the  country,  by  declaring  that  the  stockholders 
of  that  institution  shall  not  be  personally  liable 
to  the  country  for  the  bills  that  it  issues  and  for 
the  transactions  that  it  may  carry  on. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  not  a  very  fortunate 
beginning.  If.we  are  to  have  a  change  this  year 
in  favor  of  this  immense  monetary  corporation, 
what  shall  we  have  next.'  Is  such  a  proposition 
as  this  calculated  to  really  strengthen — for  that 
seems  to  be  the  principal  argument  for  the  adop- 
tion of  this  proposition — tlie  confidence  of  the 
country  in  the  system  which  we  are  asked  to 
adopt.'     I  doubt  it,  Mr.  President,  exceedingly. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  suggest  that  as  the  amend- 
ment was  first  reported  it  was  to  strike  out  a  cer- 
tain provision  of  the  Flouse  bill.  I  suggest  that 
the  vote  be  now  ti\ken  on  the  second  amendment 
offered  by  the  commjttee,  inserting  certain  words. 
[  ask  that  the  Secretary  read  the  words  pro|)Osed 
to  be  inserted. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Foster 
in  the  chair.)  Amotion  to  strikeout  and  insert 
is  not  divisible. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Amotion  to  strike  out  and 
insert  is  one  amendment;  but  in  this  case  the 
propositions  are  reported  as  two  distinct  amend- 
ments, so  that  there  can  be  a  separate  vote  on 
striking  out  and  on  inserting. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.,  Is  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  insert  the  words  pro- 
posed by  him  imiependent  of  the  motion  to  strike' 
out.' 


Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  was  so  reported.  The 
question  should  first  be  taken,  I  think,  on  strik- 
ing out. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  A  motion  to 
strike  out  and  insert  is  indivisible,  if  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  is  to  insert  the  words 
proposed  by  him  without  reference  to  striking 
out  the  others,  this  is  an  independent  proposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Then  I  will  withhold  the 
motion  to  insert  until  the  question  is  taken  on 
striking  out. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
then  is  on  striking  out  the  words  which  the  com- 
mittee report  in  favor  of  striking  out. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  and  others.  We  had  bet- 
ter take  the  question  together. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Well,  let  us  take  the  ques- 
tion together  on  striking  out  and  inserting. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  think  we  had  better  first 
concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  striking  out 
this  clause. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  always  like  to  approach 
everything  correctly  and  fairly.  I  am  in  favor, 
for  the  reasons  I  have  stated,  of  enabling  the  Bank 
of  Commerce  to  come  in  under  this  act.  There 
is  no  other  way  of  enabling  them  to  do  it.  The 
Senator  from  Iowa  says  we  are  legislating  spe- 
cially for  them.  We  are  not  l^islating  for  them; 
we  are  legislating  for  the  country.  If  they  stood 
in  the  same  position  as  any  other  bank  in  the 
United  States,  I  would  be  the  last  man  to  pro- 
pose to  grant  them  a  special  privilege;  but  they 
do  not.  I  explained,  I  think,  sufficiently  to  the 
Senate  that  this  bank  was  organized  under  arti- 
cles of  copartnership,  that  by  the  principles  of 
the  common  law  those  articles  cannot  be  changed 
except  by  the  assent  of  every  person  in  interest. 
All  other  banks  in  the  United  States  are  organ- 
ized under  general  banking  laws  or  under  acts  of 
incorporation  which  are  the  mere  creatures  of 
municipal  law.  The  State  may  change  them; 
the  State  may  pass  an  enabling  act;  all  the  other 
banks  may  come  in  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  with  the  consent  of  the  State  which  organ- 
izes them;  but  this  association  being  a  copart- 
nership cannot  engage  in  banking  under  this  sys- 
tem without  the  consent  of  every  stockholder.  It 
is  not  banking  under  the  banking  law  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  it  is  banking  under  the  original 
articles  of  association,  which  are  so  framed  as 
to  enable  it  to  accept  the  provisions  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  with  certain  qualifications  and 
exceptions.  This  bankcannot  come  in  under  our 
law  unless  we  enable  it  to  do  so  by  this  expiess 
e>(,ception.  I  think  the  reasons  are  ample  and 
sufficient  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  want  to  ask  the  Senator  a 
question  before  he  sits  down:  1  ask  him  why  it 
is  necessary  to  have  individual  liability  in  any 
case .' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  that  individual  lia- 
bility tends  to  prevent  the  stockholders  and  di- 
rectors of  a  bank  from  engaging  in  hazardous 
operations.  I  never  would  be  willing  to  surren- 
der the  general  principle  of  individual  liability. 
it  is  ingrafted  now  on  the  constitutions  of  many 
of  the  leading  States  of  the  Union — the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  York  and  most  of  the 
western  States.  I  would  not  surrender  individ- 
ual liability  in  any  case  except  for  grave  public 
reasons,  and  I  find  these  reasons  applicable  to  the 
Bank  of  Commerce,  and  therefore  I  am  willing 
to  rnake  an  exception. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Sir,  it  is  an  object  to  get  all 
the  State  banks  to  adopt  the  national  banking  sys- 
tem. One  or  the  other  of  the  two  systems  should 
prevail  exclusively  in  the  country.  In  some  of 
the  States  the  stockholders  of  banking  corpora- 
tions are  not  personally  liable. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  They  are  liable  to  the 
amount  of  stock  held  by  them. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  If  the  bank  fails  alto- 
gether, the  stock  is  lost. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  In  all  the  New  Ei>gland 
States  they  are  liable  to  the  amount  of  their  stock. 
They  may  lose  their  stock,  and  are  liable  to  the 
same  amount  as  their  stock. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  Senator  from  Connecticut 
[Mr.  Dixon]  saj's  that  the  stockholders  are  not 
personally  liable  in  Connecticut.  In  Massachu 
setts  the  stockholders  are  not  personally  liable 
for  deposits  or  any  debts  of  the  bank  excepting 
tlie  circulation.     We  stcure  by  our  wwn  stocks* 
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the  circulation  of  the  national  banks.  One  of  our 
objects  is  to  secure  a  national  tMiiform  currency; 
so  we  secure  tlie  circulation  by  the  plighted  faith 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Why, 
then,  hold  the  stockholders  individually  liable? 
Does  the  Finance  Committee  believe  that  making 
the  stockholders  in  these  national  banks  individ- 
ually liable  will  induce  the  sixteen  hundred  banks, 
with  more  than  four  hundred  million  dollars  of 
banking  capital,  to  adopt  this  national  banking 
system?  Tliey  propose  to  exempt  the  stockhold- 
ers of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,-  from  personal  liability.  Why  not  then 
exempt  the  stockholders  of  all  other  banks  and  all 
stockiiolders  in  national  banks  from  personal  lia- 
bilit}'?  If  it  is  safe  to  exempt  the  stockholders 
of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  why  is  it  not  safe  to 
exempt  all  other  stockholders?  We  f^ecure  the 
circulation  of  these  national  banks  by  pledges  of 
the  stocks  of  the  United  States.  We  believe  that 
security  to  be  ample.  Why  then  seek  additional 
security? 

1  am  accustomed,  Mr.  President,  to  follow  as  far 
as  I  can  do  so  the  recommendation  of  committees, 
and  especially  the  wishes  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments of  the  Government.  In  doing  so  I  am 
compelled  sometimes  to  subordinate  the  convic- 
tions of  my  own  judgment  to  the  better  judgment 
of  others,  and  to  the  wishes  of  those  upon  whom 
rest  the  burdens  and  responsibilities  of  administer- 
ing the  Government.  Were  I  to  foUowthe  convic- 
tions of  my  own  judgment  I  should  vote  against 
the  passage  of  tiiis  bill.  I  would  repeal  the  na- 
tional banking  act  of  last  year;  I  would  compel  the 
State  batiks  to  withdravi'  their  circulation  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment;  I  would  not  permit  the 
circulation  of  the  paper  of  any  banking  house  in 
the  country.  I  would  give  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  priceless  benefits  of  a  safe  and  uni- 
form national  currency  of  legal-tender  Treasury 
notes,  and  secure  to  the  Government  and  to  the 
people  the  benefits  of  circulation  of  five  or  six 
iiundred  millions  of  legal  tender-notes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. During  the  past  thirty  years  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  have  lost  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  by  the  failures  of  banking  in- 
stitutions and  the  fluctuations  occasioned  by  the 
expansions  and  contractions  of  their  circulation. 
The  people  have  been  seeking  for  a  safe  and  uni- 
form papcrcurrency,  but  they  have  soughtin  vain. 
In  some  of  the  States  the  bank  circulation  has 
been  well  secured,  and  the  people  protected  against 
losses  by  the  failure  of  banks  to  redeem  their  cir- 
culation. In  other  States  a  wretched  and  irre- 
s|)onsible  system  has  prevailed,  and  the  people 
have  been  cheated  out  of  millions  of  dollars  of  their 
hard  earnings.  The  exigencies  of  the  country 
have  forced  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  make  Treasury  notes  a  legal  tender,  and  to  is- 
sue these  notes  in  quantities  large  enough  fully 
to  supply  a  national  currency  for  the  Government 
and  people.  Make  the  State  banks  banks  of  dis- 
count and  deposit,  but  not  of  circulation.  Let 
the  people,  the  Government,  and  the  banks  use 
only  as  paper  currency  legal-tender  Treasury 
notes,  and  you  will  save  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
millions  of  interest  to  the  Government,  and  se- 
cure to  the  nation  what  it  never  possessed  be- 
fore, a  safe  and  uniform  national  currency,  at  par 
always  and  everywhere.  This  is  the  system  my 
judgment  approves. 

But,  sir,  we  should  not  permitthe  country  and 
the  people  to  suffer  by  allowing  a  national  bank- 
ing system  and  the  State  banking  system  to  jostle 
each  other.  One  or  the  other  should  yield  to  the 
necessities  of  the  Government  and  to  the  interests 
of  the  people.  If  we  are  to  have  this  national 
banking  system  as  it  seems  to  be  the  policy  of  the 
Government  to  have  it,  I  see  not  the  necessity  of 
making  the  stockholders  individually  liable.  We 
secure  the  circulation;  that  protects  the  people; 
let  the  individual  .''tockholders  take  care  of  their 
own  affairs.  Let  them  appoint  good  directors  and 
managers  of  their  in-stitutions,  or  let  them  lose 
their  money. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  is  the  depositors  and 
creditors  we  want  to  secure. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Government  to  look  after  the  inter- 
ests of  d'[iosilorH  and  creditors. 

Mr.  FE.SSENDEN.  Those  who  hold  the  cir- 
culation are  creditors. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  know  they  are,  but  we  se- 
cure the  circulation  by  the  pledge  of  the  stock  of 


the  United  States,  and  that  security  under  all  cir- 
cumstances we  believe  to  be  ample  and  complete. 
I  think  the  bill-holders  are  abundantly  secured 
without  this  individual  liability,  and  I  do  not  care 
to  secure  depositors  and  other  creditors  of  the 
banks. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Senator  will  bear  in 
mind  that  this  is  the  easiest  personal  liability  clause 
that  perhaps  ever  was  in  a  bill.  It  is  not  that  one 
individual  is  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  concern; 
but  they  are  liable  ratably  and  not  one  for  another. 
A  man  who  has  one  share  in  the  bank  is  not  liable 
for  the  debts  of  the  bank.  The  individual  who 
may  own  but  one  share  is  only  liable  ratably, 
and  is  not  liable  for  the  whole  responsibility  of 
the  bank,  and  one  party  is  not  liable  for  another 
party;  and  if  there  is  but  one  responsible  man  in 
the  concern  you  can  only  collect  ratably  of  him, 
and  you  cannot  collect  the  whole  debt  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Will  the  Senator  tell  us  what 
such  a  provision  as  that  is  worth  to  a  man? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  said  it  was  the  easiest  per- 
sonal liability  clause  I  ever  saw  in  a  bank  bill, 
and  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  should  not 
be  scared  at  it;  it  will  hurt  nobody  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  But  is  it  worth  while,  for  the 
sake  of  creating  such  an  individual  liability  as 
that,  to  mar  the  symmetry  of  the  bill  by  except- 
ing the  Bank  of  Commerce  from  its  operation? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  is  very  easy  for  Senators 
to  sneer  at  this  matter.  This  is  the  very  pro- 
vision contained  in  the  constitution  of  New  York 
and  Ohio,  and  other  States.  It  is  the  easiest  in- 
dividual liability  that  can  possibly  be  enforced. 
I  would  not  give  a  cent  for  a  lawyer  who  could 
not  by  filing  a  petition  in  the  proper  form  make 
every  stockholder  who  was  worth  anything  pay 
to  the  extent  of  his  stock.  If  he  is  not  worth  any- 
thing you  cannot  make  him  pay.  It  is  true  the 
stockholders  are  not  liable  for  each  other;  each 
stockholder  is  liable  only  for  the  amount  of  his 
stock.  If  A,  a  stockholder,  fails,  B,  his  fellow- 
stockholder,  is  not  liable  to  make  good  the  share 
of  A;  and  why  should  he  ?  To  the  extent  of  the 
liability  of  the  stockholder  the  provision  is  as  per- 
fect as  it  could  possibly  be  drawn.  I  say  it  can 
be  easily  enforced,  and  such  provisions  have  been 
enforced.  Under  this  very  bill,  if  a  bank  was 
closed  the  receiver  would  be  bound  to  collect 
this  liability  of  the  stockholder  just  as  he  would 
any  other  debt  due  to  the  bank;  and  I  do  not  think 
it  can  be  made  any  stronger  or  any  better. 

ThePRESIDlNGOPEICER.  The  Chair  may 
have  gone  further  in  its  decision  on  the  question 
of  striking  out  and  inserting  than  the  rules  would 
strictly  warrant.  If  the  Senator  from  Ohio  means 
to  take  the  question  on  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  strike  out  the  lines  recommended  by  the 
committee  to  be  stricken  out,  the  Chair  will  enter- 
tain that  as  an  independent  proposition. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  prefer  to  take  both  ques- 
tions together  so  as  to  have  but  one  vote. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
then  will  be  taken  on  striking  out  and  inserting. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Let  the  question  be 
stated  exactly. 

ThePRESIDlNG  OFFICER.  Itisproposed 
in  the  twelfth  section  to  strike  out  these  words: 

Except  that  the  shnrchnldcis  of  any  feaiilung  association 
liaviiig  not  less  than  .$5,000,000  actuiilly  paid  in  as  its  capi- 
tal stock  shall  be  liable  as  aforesaid  only  to  the  amount  in- 
vested in  their  sliares. 

And  in  lieu  of  them  to  insert: 

Except  that  the  shareholders  of  any  banking  assoeiatioii 
now  existing  under  State  lawandhavinf;  a  capital  slock  of 
not  less  than  $5,000,000  actually  paid  in  and  a  surplus  fund 
of  twenty  piTceiit.  ol'its  capital  stock  actually  on  liand,  shall 
be  liable  only  lo  the  loss  of  the  auiount  invested  in  tlieir 
shares  so  long  as  said  surplus  fund  sliall  rcinnin  undimin- 
ished. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  rise  lo  obtain  information. 
I  understand  that  the  proposition  now  is  to  strike 
out  that  i>ortion  of  the  bill  which  the  committee 
recommended  should  be  stricken  out,  and  to  in- 
sert the  amendment  sent  lo  the  Chair  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  is  the 
proposition  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  wish  now  lo  know  whether, 
if  the  Sentiti'  ri'fuse  toi\dopt  that  amendment,  the 
question  will  then  he  on  concurring  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  strilte  out*lie  words  within 
briu-,l(e|s  ill  (he  printed  bill. 


The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  will  be 
the  question,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  whole  proposition  to 
strike  out  and  insert  is  the  amendmentof  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  GR.IMES.  What  I  desire  to  know  is 
whether  after  we  refuse,  if  we  do  refuse  to  adopt 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  we  shall 
be  precluded  from  concurring  in  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senate  of 
course  will  not  be  precluded  from  adopting  any 
other  amendment  which  a  majority  may  see  fit  to 
adopt. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  suppose  that  the  re- 
sult of  an  affirmative  vole  upon  this  proposition 
will  be  to  exempt  the  Bank  of  Commerce  and  no 
other  bank. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     That  will  be  the  effect. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  If  we  vote  down  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  now  offered 
as  coming  from  the  committee,  we  shall  then  have 
the  privilege  of  voting  upon  the  proposition  in 
the  bill  to  exempt  any  p,000,000  bank. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Anybody  can  move  to  strike 
that  out. 

Mr  FESSENDEN.  I  take  it  that  the  rejec- 
tion of  a  motion  lo  strike  out  and  insert  would 
not  preclude  a  motion  being  afterwards  made  to 
strike  out  simply. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Clearly  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  21,  nays  15;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Con- 
ness,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Hale,  Howard,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Morgan,  Morrill,  I'onierov,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  and  VVilson-21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Collamer,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Doolittle,  Grimes,  Harding,  Henderson,  Hendricks, 
Eaneof  Kansas,  MeDougall,  Nesmith,  Powell, and  lUddle 
— J5. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance was  in  line  twenty-two  of  section  sixteen, 
after  the  word  "desire"  to  insert  "to  reduce  ils 
capital  or,"  and  after  the  word  "act"  in  line 
twenty-five  to  insert  "  nor  from  taking  up  the 
bonds  upon  which  no  circulating  notes  have  been 
delivered;"  so  as  to  make  the  proviso  to  that  sec- 
tion I'ead: 

Providcil,  That  nothing  in  tUis  section  shall  prevent  an 
association  that  may  desire  to  reduce  ils  capital  or  to  close 
up  its  business  and  dissolve  its  organization  from  taking  up 
itj^  bonds  upon  returning  to  the  Comptroller  its  circulating 
notes  in  the  proportion  hereiiiafter  named  in  this  act,  nor 
from  taking  up  the  bonds  upon  which  no  circulating  notes 
have  been  delivered. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  nineteen, 
after  "  United  Stales"  in  the  fourth  line  to  insert 
"  in  trust  for  the  association,"  so  as  to  make  the 
clause  read: 

That  all  transfers  of  United  States  bonds  which  shall 
be  made  by  any  association  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  be  made  to  the  'J'reasurer  of  the  United  States  in 
trust  for  the  association,  &e. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  the  word  "kind  " 
in  line  twenty-four  of  section  nineteen  lo  insert 
"  and  numerical  designation  of  the,"  so  as  to 
make  the  clause  read: 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller,  inmiedi- 
ately  upon  countersigning  and  entering  the  same,  to  ad- 
vise by  mail  the  association  from  whose  account  such  trans- 
fer was  made  of  the  kind  and  numerical  designation  of  llie 
bonds  and  the  amount  tliercol'  so  transferred. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  four  of  section 
twenty-four,  before  the  word  "destruction"  to 
strike  out  tlie  words  "loss  or,"  so  as  to  read: 
"And  also  on  due  proof  of  the  d(!Struction  of  any 
such  circulating  notes,  to  deliver  in  place  there- 
of," &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  two  of  section 
twenty-five,  to  strike  out  the  words  "either  the 
president  or  cashier  of"  before  "every,"  so  as 
lo  read,  "  that  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  every  bank- 
ing association,"  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  twelve  of  sec- 
tion twenty-five  to  insert  the  words  "officer  or" 
before  "  agent." 

The  amendmeni  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendmeni  was  in  section  tweniy-six, 
in  lines  twenty-nine  and   thirty,  to  strike  out  the 
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words  "shall  not  diminisli"  and  insert  "that," 
and  after  the  word  "  treasurer"  in  litie  thirty- 
one  to  insert  "  shall  not  be  diminished,"  so  as  to 
make  the  clause  read: 

ProviiM,  Tlint  the  reinnlniiig  bonds  which  shall  have 
been  tiaiist'en-cil  by  the  banking  association  olTeiing  to  siir- 
rt'iuler  circulating  notes  sijall  be  equal  to  the  amoiuit  re- 
quired (br  the  circulating  notes  not  surrendered  by  such 
banking  association,  and  that  the  amount  of  bonds  in  the 
liaiuls  of  tlie  Treasurer  shall  not  be  diminished  beloiv  the 
amount  required  to  be  kept  on  deposit  witi)  him  by  this  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
come  in  after  the  word  "  Comptroller"  in  line 
twenty  of  section  twenty-six: 

Upon  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury may  permit  an  exchange  to  be  made  of  any  of  the  bonds 
deposited  with  the  I'reasurer  by  an  association  for  other 
bonds  of  the  United  States  authorized  by  this  act  to  be 
received  as  security  for  circulating  notes,  if  he  sliall  be  of 
opinion  that  such  an  exchange  can  be  made  without  pre- 
judice to  the  United  States,  and  he. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  do  not  know  that  1 
understand  the  ainendment.  Is  it  to  permit  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  allow  any  bonds 
that  may  now  be  deposited  as  the  basis  of  the 
circulating-  medium  to  be  withdrawn  and  other 
bonds  that  may  be  subsequently  i.ssued  by  the 
United  States  to  be  substituted  in  their  place? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  is  simply  to  allow  a 
change  of  one  class  of  bonds  authorized  for  an- 
other class  of  bonds  authorized.  The  language 
is  carefully  guarded.  The  association,  with  the 
assent  of  the  Comptroller  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  may  exchange  one  class  of  bonds 
for  another  class  of  bonds  authorized  by  the  act. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.     What  act.' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     This  act. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  Thatis,  any  bonds  here- 
after issued. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  fourth  section  of  the 
act  describes  the  kind  of  bonds  that  may  be  used, 
United  States  bonds  bearing  interest  payable  in 
gold. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  The  fourth  section  pro- 
vides: 

That  the  term  ''■  United  States  bonds,"  as  used  in  this 
act,  shall  be  construed  to  mean  all  registered  bonds  now 
issued,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  issued,  on  the  faith  of  tlie 
United  States,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pur- 
suance of  law. 

The  amend iTient  now  proposed,  as  I  understand 
it,  will  enable  any  bonds  that  may  be  hereafter 
issued,  with  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  substituted  in  lieu  of  the  bonds 
that  may  have  been  heretofore  placed  with  the 
Comptroller  as  the  basis  of  a  circulating  medium. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  in  connection  with 
another  section  which  fixes  the  value  of  these 
bonds,  and  limits  ihe  amount  of  circulation  to  be 
issued  upon  them. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  or"  and  insert  "  and,"  in  line  eleven  or 
section  twenty-seven. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  twenty- 
eight,  which  limits  the  purposes  for  which  real 
estate  may  be  purchased,  held,  and  conveyed  by 
any  national  banking  association,  to  strike  out 
in  lines  seven,  eight,  and  nine  the  words  "for 
loans  made  by  such  association  in  the  usual  course 
of  its  banking  business,  or  for  money  due  there- 
to,"and  to  insert  "for  debts  previously  con- 
tracted;" so  as  to  make  the  clause  read: 

2.  Such  as  shall  be  mortgaged  to  it  in  good  faith  by  way  af 
Becuriiy  for  debts  previously  contracted. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  what  this  amendment  means.' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  bill,  as  it  was  sent  to 
us,  allowed  these  banking  associations  to  loan 
money  upon  real  estate  security.  The  commit- 
tee changed  that  so  as  to  allow  them  to  take  a 
mortgage  for  a  preexisting  debt,  but  not  to  loan 
money  upon  real  estate  security. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Not  to  loan  money  upon 
mortgage.' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  They  have  no  right  to 
loan  money  upon  mortgage;  they  must  take  per- 
sonal security;  but  after  a  debt  is  contracted,  they 
may,  in  order  to  secure  the  debt,  take  a  mort- 
gage on  real  estate. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in   section   thirty, 


which  fixes  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  charged  by 
the  associations,  to  strike  out  in  lines  four  and 
five  the  words  "a  rate  not  exceeding  seven  per 
cent,  per  annum,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert: 

The  rate  allowed  by  the  laws  of  the  State  or  Territory 
where  the  bank  is  located,  and  no  more ;  and  when  no  rate 
is  fixed  by  the  Uiwsof  the  State  or  Territory,  the  bank  may 
take,  receive,  reserve,  or  charge  a  rate  not  exceeding  seven 
per  cent. 

The  atnendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  its"  "efore  "  deposits"  in  line  nineteen  of  sec- 
tion thirty-one. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  "  Portland, 
(Maine, )"after  "  Boston, "and  strike  out  "  Port- 
land" after  "  San  Francisco"  in  the  cities  named 
in  the  first  proviso  to  the  thirty-first  section. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  forty,  line  seven,  after  the  word  "asso- 
ciation" to  insert  the  words  "and  the  officers 
authorized  to  assess  taxes  under  State  authority;" 
so  that  it  will  read: 

That  tl'.e  president  and  cashier  of  every  such  association 
shall  cause  to  be  kept  at  all  times  a  full  and  correct  list  of 
tlie  names  and  residences  of  all  the  shareholders  in  the  as- 
sociation, and  tlie  number  of  shares  held  by  each,  in  the 
othce  where  its  business  is  transacted;  and  such  list  shall 
be  subject  to  th(!  inspection  of  all  the  shareholders  and  cred- 
itors of  the  association,  and  the  officers  authorized  to  assess 
taxes  under  State  authority,  during  business  hours  of  each 
day  in  which  business  may  be  legally  transacted,  &,c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  in 
section  forty  one,  line  nine,  after  the  word  "act" 
to  strike  out  the  following  clause: 

And  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  taxation  by  States  of  the  capital  stock  of  banks  organ- 
ized under  this  act,  the  same  as  the  property  of  other  mon- 
eyed corporations,  for  State  or  municipal  ptirposes  ;  but  no 
State  shall  impose  any  tax  upon  such  associations,  or  their 
capital,  circulation,  dividends, or  business,  at  a  higher  rate 
of  taxation  than  shall  be  imposed  by  such  .State  upon  the 
same  amount  of  moneyed  capital  in  the  hands  of  individual 
citizens  of  such  State:  Provided,  That  no  State  tax  shall 
be  imposed  on  any  part  of  the  capital  slock  of  such  asso- 
ciation invested  in  the  bonds  of  the  United  States,  depos- 
ited as  security  for  its  circul.ition. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

And  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes,  every  association  shall 
pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  the  months 
of  January  and  July,  a  duty  of  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 
each  half  year,  frojn  and  alterthe  Ist  day  of  January,  1864, 
upon  the  average  amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation,  and  a 
duty  of  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent,  each  half  year  upon 
the  average  amount  of  its  deposits,  and  a  duty  of  one  quar- 
ter of  one  per  cent,  each  half  year,  as  aforesaid,  on  the 
average  amount  of  its  capital  stock  beyond  the  amount  in- 
vested in  United  States  b(mds;  and  in  case  of  default  in  the 
payment  thereof  by  any  association,  the  duties  aforesaid 
may  be  collected  in  the  manner  provided  forilie  collection 
of  tjnited  States  duties  of  other  corporations,  or  the 'J'reas- 
urer  may  reserve  the  amount  of  said  duties  out  of  the  in- 
terest as  it  may  become  due  on  the  bonds  deposited  with 
him  by  such  defaulting  association.  And  it  shall  be  the 
dutyof  each  association,  within  ten  days  from  the  1st  days 
of  January  and  July  of  each  year,  to  make  a  return  under 
the  oath  of  its  president  or  cashier  to  tlie  Treasurer  of 
the  United  Slates,  in  such  form  as  he  may  prescribe,  of 
the  average  amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation,  and  of 
the  average  amount  of  its  depijsits,  and  of  the  average 
aitioimt  of  its  capital  stock  beyond  the  amount  invested 
in  United  States  bonds  for  the  six  months  next  preceding 
said  1st  days  of  January  and  July  as  aforesaid,  and  in  de- 
fault of  such  return,  and  for  each  default  thereof,  each  de- 
faulting association  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United 
States  the  sum  of  $200,  to  be  collected  either  out  of  the 
interest  as  it  may  become  duesuch  association  on  Ihe  bonds 
deposited  with  the  Treasurer,  or  at  his  option,  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  penalties  are  to  be  collected  of  othercorpora- 
tions  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  in  case  of 
such  delViult  the  amount  of  the  duties  to  be  paid  by  such 
association  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  amount  of  notes  de- 
livered to  such  association  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cur- 
rency, and  upon  the  highest  amount  of  its  deposits  and 
capital  slock, to  be  ascertained  in  suchother  mannerasthe 
Treasurer  may  deem  best:  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  market  value  of  the 
shares  in  any  of  the  said  associations,  held  by  any  person 
or  body-corporate,  from  being  included  in  the  valuation  of 
the  personal  properly  of  sucli  person  or  corporation  in  the 
assessment  of  all  taxes  imposed  by  er  under  State  author- 
ity for  State  or  other  purposes,  but  not  at  greater  rale  than 
is  assessed  upon  other  moneyed  capital  in  the  hands  of  in- 
dividual citizens  of  each  Slate;  and  all  the  remedies  pro- 
vided by  State  laws  for  the  collection  of  such  taxes  shall 
be  applicable  thereto:  Provided,  also.  That  nothing  in  this 
act  exc^mpt  the  real  estate  of  associations  from  cither  Stale, 
eouniy,  or  municipal  taxes  to  the  same  extent,  according 
to  its  value,  as  other  real  estate  is  taxed. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  cksirc  to  amend  the 
words  proposed  to  be  inserted  by  changing  the 
phraseology  a  little.  In  lines  sixty-two  and  sixty- 
three,  page,  35,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  or  other,  "and  to  insert  "  county  or  municipal;" 
so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

From  being  Included  In  the  valuation  of  tlie  pcrsonni 


properly  of  such  person  or  corporation  in  the  assessment 
of  all  taxes  imposed  by  or  under  State  authority  for  State, 
county,  or  municipal  purposes. 

I  offer  this  amendment  to  make  it  conform  to 
the  provision  on  the  same  subject  below. 
The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  FESSENDEN.     In  line  sixty-three,  be- 
fore the  words  "greater  rate,"  i  move  to  insert 
the  word  "a." 
The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  FESSENDEN.     In  line  sixty-seven,  after 
the   word   "act,"   I    move    to    insert   the    word 
"  shall;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Provided  also,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  exempt  the 
real  estate,  &c. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.    The  question 
now  is  on  agreeing  to  the  amendinent  of  the  com- 
mittee as  amended. 

Mr.  CHA'NDLER.  I  hope  this  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted.  If  it  should  be  it  will  kill 
the  bill.  Under  the  words  proposed  to  be  stricken 
out  there  is  a  limit  to  State  and  municipal  taxa- 
tion. The  final  proviso  "  that  no  State  taxes  shall 
be  imposed  upon  any  part  of  the  capital  stock  of 
such  association  invested  in  the  bonds  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  deposited  as  security  for  its  circulation  " 
is  the  saving  clause  in  the  portion  of  the  bill  pro- 
posed to  be  stricken  out;  but  utider  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted  by  the  Committee  on  Finance 
there  is  no  liiYiit  to  the  amount  of  Stale,  munici- 
pal, or  county  taxation.  In  my  own  city,  for  ex- 
ample, the  city  tax  this  year  is  two  perci-nt.;  but 
the  State  of  Michigan  has  guarded  her  banking 
associations  by  placing  a  special  tax  of  one  per 
cent.,  which  is  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes,  upon 
them.  Of  course  no  bank  will  do  business  pay- 
ing a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  to  the  city  and  a  tax  ot 
one  per  cent,  to  the  county  and  a  State  tax  in  ad- 
dition to  the  United  States  tax.  It  is  perfectly 
fatal  to  the  whole  bill,  and  if  the  amendment 
should  be  adopted  I  trust  tliat  the  bill  itself  will 
be  killed.  In  the  proposition  uf  the  Committee 
on  Finance  I  find  this  clause: 

Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  bo  construed  to 
prevent  the  market  value  of  the  shares  in  any  of  the  said 
associations,  held  by  any  person  or  body  corporate,  from 
being  included  in  the  valuation  of  the  persontU  property  or 
such  person  or  corporation  in  the  asse.ssment  of  all  taxes 
imposed  by  or  under  State  authority  for  State,  county,  or 
niunici|ial  purposes,  but  not  at  a  greater  rate  than  is  as- 
sessed upon  other  moneyed  capital  in  the  hands  of  indi- 
vidual citizens  of  such  State. 

They  are  liable  by  that  clause  to  the  same  tax- 
ation precisely  as  is  all  other  individual  property. 
You  have  heretofore  by  law  declared  that  your 
bonds  shall  pay  a  tax  of  but  one  and  a  half  per 
cent.  If  an  individual  buys  those  bonds  and  puts 
them  in  his  pocket,  you  cannot  assess  them  in  any 
possible  way  more  than  one  and  a  half  per  cent.; 
whereas  if  he  takes  those  very  bonds  and  puts 
them  into  a  national  bank,  you  subject  him  to 
every  kind  of  taxation,  tovirn,  city,  county.  State, 
and  Federal.  In  my  own  city  the  tax  would  be 
nearly  four  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  the  in- 
dividual's bank  stock.  Of  course,  if  Senators 
desire  to  kill  the  bill,  they  will  vote  for  this  amend- 
ment; but  no  man  who  desires  a  single  bank  to  be 
organized  under  this  act  will  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  liave  a  substitute  for  this 
proviso  which  1  think  will  suit  the  views  of  the 
Senatorfrom  Michigan;  and  that  is,  to  tax  all  the 
capital  stock  of  the  bank  or  company  not  invested 
in  United  States  bonds. 

Mr.CHvVNDLER.  That  is  in  the  portion  ot 
the  bill  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  That  is  the  saving  clause  of 
the  portion  in  brackets. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  1  think  the  capital  stock 
not  invested  in  the  bonds  of  the  United  States 
should  be  subject  to  all  other  taxation. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  J  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  But  we  should  exempt  that 
portion  of  the  capital  stock  that  is  invested  in  Uni- 
ted States  boiuls.  I  shoiiltl  like  to  have  a  vote  on 
that,  for  1  believe  the  Senate  will  agree  to  that 
proposition. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
Senate  will  agree  to;  but  the  Senator  from  iVlich- 
ignn  is  right  in  saying  that  the  amcndmonl  sug- 
gested by  the  honoralile  SciDitor  from  Kansas  is 
now  in  the  original  bill,  and  lliat  is  what  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  propose  to  strike  out.     If  the 


1872 


THE  CON^GRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  2§. 


Senator  from  Michigan  is  iiifsllible,  the  result 
will  be  as  he  states;  but  there  is  a  dift'erciice  of 
0|j<iniun  about  that.  I  can  say  to  him  that  the 
Committee  on  Finance  considered  and  reconsid- 
ered this  matter.  They  considered  it  over  and 
over  aH;ain,  and  not  witli  a  view  to  kill  the  bill, 
but  with  a  view  to  pass  the  bill  and  to  make  it 
acceptable  to  the  people  of  llie  States,  and  they 
deliberately  came  to  the  conclusion,  almost  unan- 
imously, that  the  provision  which  they  have  in- 
serted would  be  beneficial  in  its  operation,  and 
should  be  adopted.  I  shall  by  no  means  set  my 
opinion  against  that  of  the  Senator  from  Miclii- 

fun  upon  any  subject  in  relation  to  banking;  but 
really  do  not  apprehend,  nor  do  I  think  the 
friends  of  the  IjiU  who  know  mosfabout  it  appre- 
hend, that  the  effect  of  this  amendment  will  be  to 
destroy  the  bill  entirely,  as  he  seems  to  assume. 

The  question  sirtiply  is,  and  it  has  no  very  great 
scope,  whether  the  power  of  taxing  the  stock  of 
the  banks  and  of  taxing  the  persons  holding  the 
shares  shall  exist  and  shall  be  exercised  by  the 
States  or  by  the  General  Government.  That  is 
really  the  only  question.  If  they  are  taxed  by 
the  States  and  if  it  is  not  carried  to  the  extejit  to 
which  it  might  be  carried  for  State  purposes, 
unquestionably  the  same  amount  of  lax  would, 
sooner  or  later,  and  probably  very  soon,  be  im- 
po.sed  by  the  authority  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. As  1  said  before,  it  comes  to  that  very 
simple  question:  who  shall  liave  the  power  of 
taxing  the  stock — not  the  circulation,  not  the  de- 
posits, not  that  which  relates  exclusively  to  bank- 
ing purposes  and  operates  for  banking  purposes, 
but  operates  upon  so  much  actual  pi-operty  in- 
vested by  the  individuals  owning  tiie  property 
and  residing  in  the  States  upon  tliat  particular 
amount. 

The  proposition,  as  it  stood  in  the  bill  as  it 
came  to  us  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
was  simply  delusive.  It  said.  You  may  tax  the 
stock  in  the  hands  of  the  stockholders,  exempt- 
ing from  that  the  amount  which  they  have  de- 
posited in  bonds.  We  do  not  break  faith  at  all; 
because  when  we  proposed  to  exempt  certain 
bonds  issued  by  the  Government  and  purchased 
by  individuals  from  State  taxation,  it  was  simply 
as  property,  so  much  invested,  not  as  property 
used  for  the  purposes  of  banking,  giving  to  it 
another  and  distinctive  character. 

We  say  simply  in  reference  to  this  matter:  "  If 
you  choose,  instead  of  specie  or  any  other  prop- 
erty that  you  have  which  is  to  be  deposited  as  se- 
curity for  your  bills,  you  may  deposit  and  we  will 
accept  bonds  of  the  United  States."  That  is  a 
privilege  we  give  them.  Then  we  say  when  there 
is  an  organization  of  a  bank  in  this  way,  and  the 
persons  who  put  their  capital  into  it  lake  it  out 
of  their  other  business  or  their  other  means,  sub- 
ject as  that  is  to  State  taxation,  and  put  it  in  this 
particular  bank,  that  that  capital  shall  remain  sub- 
ject to  State  taxation  precisely  in  the  same  way 
tiiat  other  ))roperty  is,  or  that  it  was  before  they 
invested  it  in  that  particular  mode.  That  is  all 
we  say  with  reference  to  it. 

The  question  as  to  taxing  these  banks  out  of 
existence,  which  has  been  talked  about,  has  not 
the  slightest  application  in  the  world ;  because  we 
limit  tlie  power  of  State  taxation.  They  must  tax 
this  property  thus  invested  precisely  as  they  tax 
other  personal  property,  and  to  no  greater  extent. 
The  power  of  taxation  is  limited  in  the  same  way. 

I  have  said  that  the  proposition  as  made  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  delusive.  How 
so.'  By  a  proviso  to  the  section  as  it  came  to  us 
from  the  House,  they  might  invest  the  whole 
amount  of  their  capital  stock  in  United  Stales 
bond.s,  and  take  outlheir  bilks;  but  they  need  not 
use  those  bills  unless  they  choose  to  do  so.  They 
have  got  their  bonds;  they  deposit  them  and  take 
out  llii'ir  bills  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  bank 
capital;  but  they  do  not  use  their  billx,  and  in  that 
way  iheygi!t  the  wliole  amount  of  tlnnr  bank  cap- 
ital freed  from  taxation.  The  House  provision 
amounts  to  Just  nothing  at  all,  as  anybody  will 
sei;  on  looking  at  it.  it  is  delusive,  therefore,  in 
its  character;  and  if  the  banks  chose  to  exert  that 
power,  which  they  would  br  very  likely  to  do, 
because  ihey  get  six  per  cent,  on  the  bonds  when 
liiey  are  dcposiied,  it  would  amount  pn^cisely  to 
thin:  that  ihey  would  pay  no  taxcson  liieir  whole 
Ctlpilal.      That  il   Was   desirable  to  avoid. 

I^low,  sir,  what  id  the  argument  with  referenco 
10  the  amcnduiciU  u<' thu  (Jonuuittec  on  Finance.' 


You  want  to  make  your  bill  popular  if  you  can; 
at  any  rale  you  want  to  make  it  acceptable.  It 
is  perfectly  well  known  that  the  burdens  resting 
upon  the  States  at  the  present  time  are  very  heavy; 
and  why?  They  are  heavy  in  consequence  of  the 
very  great  exertions  they  have  made  to  support 
the  Government,  to  raise  soldiers  to  carry  on  the 
war,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  it. 
You  propose  here  to  take  out  (not  to  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  General  Government)  not  onlythe 
whole  amount  of  the  revenues  arising  from  im- 
ports and  from  the  internal  revenue  as  it  is  called 
and  to  raise  thereby,  heavy  as  that  will  be,  an 
amount  sufficient  to  come  up  to  what  we  are  ad- 
vised by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
will  be  adequate,  but  in  addition  to  that  to  se- 
quester for  the  use  of  the  General  Government, 
provided  it  wants  to  use  it,  this  very  large  amount 
of  property  and  take  it  out  of  State  taxation;  that 
is  to  say,  in  addition  to  the  revenue  arising  from 
imports  and  the  internal  revenue  to  take  that 
property  which  has.always  been  liable  to  State 
taxation  from  under  the  control  of  the  States  in 
that  particular. 

The  honoraljle  Senator  from  Michigan,  I  think, 
is  hasty  in  assuming  that  this  amendment  will 
destroy  the  bill.  1  believe  the  bill  will  not  only 
be  as  good,  but  will  be  better  if  the  amendment 
shall  be  adopted;  because,  as  I  said  before,  it  is 
not  a  question  of  what  the  amount  shall  be,  but 
where  it  shall  go.  In  my  judgment  you  will  have 
a  storm  such  as  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  stand 
under,  if,  in  addition  to  what  we  are  doing  in  the 
way  of  taxation,  and  which  is  legitimate  and 
proper,  we  are  to  take  out  of  the  iiands  of  the 
States  so  large  an  amount  of  capital,  which  is 
ready  or  may  be  used  to  alleviate  the  burdens  of 
the  people  of  the  States,  and  to  send  it  in  another 
direction. 

Sir,  I  believe  that  the  amendment  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance  is  essential  to  that 
support  of  the  bill  which  is  necessary  or  needed 
for  it  in  public  estimation.  That  is  my  great 
difficuliy  with  regard  to  it.  If  you  insist  upon 
sequestering — because  I  cannot  use  any  other 
word  that  expresses  my  idea — so  large  an  amount 
of  capital  as  this  in  the  way  in  which  the  Senator 
proposes  to  do  it,  you  will  create  a  difHculty 
which  it  will  be  very  troublesome  to  get  over.  It 
was  substantially  the  views  which  I  have  thus 
imperfectly  expressed  that  guided  the  committee 
in  coming  to  this  conclusion,  and,  on  a  recon- 
sideration of  it,  in  adhering  to  this  conclusion. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  the  Sen- 
ator forgets  that  we  have  already  "  sequestered," 
as  he  calls  it,  the  entire  issues  of  this  Govern- 
ment. He  will  remember  very  well  theargument 
put  forth  when  we  limited  the  tax  that  we  would 
permit  under  any  circumstances  to  be  placed  upon 
our  national  securities  to  one  and  a  half  per  cent. 
The  argument  then  was  that  it  was  for  our  in- 
terest to  hold  out  inducements  to  capitalists  to 
lake  these  bonds  to  relieve  the  Treasury.  We 
did  "sequester"  this  national  debt,  or  whatever 
il  may  be,  and  prohibited  State  and  local  taxation 
forever  ujion  it.  Now  the  Senator  proposes  to 
come  in  and  say.  It  is  true  we  have  sequestered 
these  bonds,  we  have  taken  the  whole  of  them  out 
of  local  taxation,  but  if  an  individual  sees  fit  to 
|)lace  those  bonds  in  a  banking  institution  instead 
of  keeping  them  in  his  pocket,  then  you  take  them 
up  from  the  sequestration  and  make  them  liable 
to  all  sorts  of  looid  taxation.  It  is  well  known 
that  most  of  the  Slates  in  this  Union — I  believe 
every  one — protects  its  banking  institutions  from 
local  taxation  by  placing  a  State  tax  in  lieu  of  all 
other  taxes  upon  them. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  is  entirely 
mistaken.  In  my  own  State,  and  1  take  it  it  is  the 
case  with  the  New  England  Stales  generally ,  and 
I  do  not  know  with  how  many  others,  the  bank 
in  the  first  filace  pays  acertain  percentage  for  the 
privilege  of  banking  to  the  State. 

Mr.  HOWARL).     Do  youcall  itaspecific  tax.' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Yes, sir.  Thenthcstock 
of  the  bank  in  the  hands  of  the  stockholders  is 
liable  to  taxation  at  its  value,  not  its  par  value. 
1  think  the  stock  ofctlie  banks  in  my  own  city  is 
quoiod  at  HO  or  ]12  and  is  so  assessed.  If  it  is 
above  par  it  is  assessed  at  iis  value  just  as  any 
other  personal  properly  is  assessed.  They  find 
no  fauli  wiih  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Do  they  pay  all  the  niu- 
hiuip.d  liiXi'A? 


Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Everything;  and  so  ilis 
generally,  the  same  as  any  other  property. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  diff"erence  in  your 
Stale  and  my  own  and  other  western  States 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  And  it  can  afford  to  pay 
better  than  any  other  property. 

Mr.  CFIANDLER.  It  may  be  so  in  the  Slate 
of  Maine,  but  it  is  not  so  in  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan. In  that  State  we  place  a  tax  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  the  banks,  v;hich  is  in  lieu  of  all  other 
taxes.  No  oilier  taxes  are  assessed  upon  them. 
Now,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  if  you  allow  thi.s 
to  local  taxation,  the  bank  stock  will  of  course 
be  assessed  a-t  its  full  value.  There  it  stands 
at  so  many  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  as- 
sessed. Itis  very  well  known,  however,  that  in 
most  cities  real  estate  and  other  property  is  esti- 
mated at  very  much  below  its  actual  value.  Does 
the  Senator,  therefore,  suppose  that  in  the  city  of 
Detroit,  f«r  instance,  where  the  city  lax  is  two 
per  cent,  the  county  tax  perhaps  one  per  cent. — 
I  do  not  know  how  much  exactly,  but  it  is  very 
large — and  the  Slate  tax  is  very  large,  any  man  of 
common  sense  would  take  a  bond  out  of  his  trunk 
which  was  subject  to  only  one  and  a  half  percent, 
tax  and  put  it  into  a  national  bank  where  it  would 
be  subject  to  three  or  four  per  cent,  tax  ?  There  is 
not  a  bank  in  the  State  of  Michigan- that  will  not 
wind  up  within  thirty  days  from  to-day  if  you  pass 
the  amendment  as  proposed  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance;  nor  do  I  believe  that  there  will  ever  be 
a  single  bank  started  in  the  United  States  from 
the  moment  you  pass  it.  That  is  my  judgment 
as  a  practical  banker,  as  a  practical  business  man. 
I  have  no  theories  about  it;  it  is  practice;  and  I 
know  that  that  will  be  the  result.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, if  the  object  is  to  kill  the  bill,  vote  it  in;  but 
if  the  object  is  to  establish  a  banking  system  that 
will  become  popular  and  of  universal  ^idoption, 
you  must  keep  iloul. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  wish  to  say  in  addition 
that  the  result  of  withdrawing  so  large  an  amount 
of  capital  from  State  taxation  will  have  a  bad 
efTect  in  another  vievi?.  As  a  general  rule,  those 
who  put  stocli  inio  a  bank  or  who  own  the  great 
majority  of  stock  are  those  who  are  the  most 
wealthy  persons  in  the  community.  You  hold 
out  to  them  a  great  additional  inducement  to  put 
their  money  into  those  banks  if  they  are  relieved 
from  State  taxation.  What  is  the  result  ?  The 
result  is  that  you  increase  the  burdens  of  those 
who  are  the  poorer  classes,  comparatively,  and 
less  able  to  bear  the  burdens  of  taxation.  They 
look  upon  this  favored  class  and  see  how  they  are 
situated,  and  it  produces,  unnecessarily,  a  great 
deal  of  ill-blood  and  a  great  deal  of  unpopularity 
so  far  as  the  system  itself  is  concerned;  and  in 
that  way  it  has  a  bad  effect;  and  I  fear  the  gen- 
eral effect  of  it  upon  the  system  itself. 

My  friend  from  Michigan  is  a  "  practical  bank- 
er," he  says,  and  he  speaks  of  what  he  knows. 
It  is  astonishing  the  difference  of  opinion  that 
prevails  among  these  "practical"  men  who  are 
always  right.  I  am  not  "practical;"  that  is  to 
say,  1  never  was  a  banker.  I  have  studied  this 
question  somewhat,  and  I  have  my  opinions  upon 
it.  I  have  conversed  with  several  men,  not  per- 
haps so  "practical"  as  my  friend,  but  still  who 
claim  to  be  "  practical  bankefs"  and  interested 
in  this  subject,  and  their  opinions  were  entirely 
different  from  his.  If  a  man's  being  a  "  practi- 
cal banker"  is  to  entitle  him  to  settle  the  question 
beyond  all  possibility  of  dispute,  I  should  like  to 
know  how  we  are  to  get  along  between  these  dif- 
ferent practical  gentlemen  who  are  all  of  them 
sure  to  be  right,  and  there  being  no  very  great 
su()eriority  of  one  over  the  other  so  far  as  opin- 
ions arc  concerned. 

But  the  Senator  argues  tliat  we  have  already 
sequestrated  a  certain  amount  of  property;  that 
is,  we  have  exempted  it  from  Slate  taxation. 
That  is  true;  and  that  very  thing  is  a  difficulty 
that  is  upon  us  now.  We  did  it  for  good  and  suf- 
ficient reasons.  It  was  in  the  exigencies  of  the 
country,  that  we  might  induce  capitalists  to  invest 
in  this  very  species  of  property,  lend  their  money 
to  the  Governnieiil,  fur  it  was  a  bonus  given  to 
them  to  do  il.  'I'hat  has  taken  out  five  hundred 
millions  or  UKue  of  capital  from  the  States  which 
is  not  now  subject  to  Slate  taxation.  What  is  the 
result .'  1 1  is  already  beginning  to  be  felt  tmd  eom- 
|)laiiii'il  of;  butstill  il  isdniie.  Ifii  wasiobediuie 
over  again  in  the  same  exigency  of  the  country 
1  would  do  it  liver  uguin;  but>iii  that  a  reason  why 
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you  should  increase  it?  Ls  that  a  reason  why 
you  should  multiply  the  number  a:nd  increase  the 
weightof  the  burdens  that  you  lay  upon  the  com- 
munity? Because  you  have  done  it  in  one  in- 
stance, are  you  therefore  to  continue  to  do  it.' 
The  answer  is  precisely  as  I  gave  it. 

Tliere  is  anmher  question  that  arises  about  it. 
They  might  deposit  specie.  We  might  say  to 
ihem,  if  you  deposit  specie  to  the  amount  of 
thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  you  may  issue 
your  bills;  but  we  say  to  them,  instead  of  requir- 
ing specie  we  will  take  the  next  best  tiling,  and 
that  is  the  amount  in  the  bonds  of  the  United 
States;  but  we  do  riot  say,  because  they  choose 
to  use  United  States  bonds  for  purposes  of  that 
description  and  deposit  them  as  security,  and  we 
allow  them  to  do  it,  instead  of  specie,  when  we 
grant  all  these  privileges,  that  therefore  the  States 
shall  lose  their  power  of  taxing  the  stock  of  the 
banks  which  they  have  always  had  arid  which 
they  ought  to  have.  Otherwise,  you  will  make 
a  distinction  between  rich  and  poor — not  pre- 
cisely to  that  extent,  but  substantially  that — 
which  [  tell  you  the  people  will  not  be  willing  to 
stand  and  that  will  not  be  just  in  itself.     • 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  Senator  from  Maine 
dwells-  largely  upon  practical  business  knowl- 
edge, and  he  seems  to  sneer  at  practical  business 
knowledge.  I  tell  that  Senator  that  if  he  had  a 
little  more  of  it  on  his  committee  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  his  committee. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Undoubtedly.  1  agree 
to  that.  We  made  a  great  mistake  in  not  having 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  upon  it;  but  we  get 
along  very  well  notwithstandino-. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
about  that.  The  Senator  from  Michigan  can  stand 
upon  his  own  merits. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  believe  he  is  the  only 
Senator  who  boasts  of  having  a  practical  know/l- 
edge every  time  he  addresses  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  Senator  from  Maine 
has  lectured  this  body  about  enough,  not  only  on 
practical  knowledge,  but  about  its  business  and 
general  conduct.  For  my  part  I  have  got  about 
enough  of  his.lecturing,  and  I  will  thank  him  to 
lecture  somebody  else  next  time. 

This  proposition  might  be  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  all  of  the  proviso  from  the  fifty-seventh  to« 
the  sixty-sixth  lines,  and  inserting  substantially 
the  pro^viso  which  is  the  last  clause  of  the  matter 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out: 

Provided,  Tliat  no  State  tax  sliall  be  imposi'd  on  any 
partof  tlie  capital  stock  of  sucli  association  i]lVL■^Jtc'(!  in  tlie 
bonds  of  tlieUiiUed  States  deposited  as  security  for  its  cir- 
culation. 

•  If  that  could  be  inserted  between  the  fifty- 
seventh  and  sixty-sixth  lines  of  the  amendment 
of  the  committee  in  place  of  what  is  there,  it  would 
improve  it  somewhat;  but  still  I  consider  the 
original  bill  very  much  preferable  in  every  re- 
spect, even  to  the  amendment,  if  it  should  be  thus 
amended. 

The  Senator  says  that  when  we  exempted  these 
bonds  from  local  taxation  we  did  it  under  a  press- 
ing, immediate  necessity;  we  wanted  money  and 
must  have  it,  that  he  voted  for  it,  and  should  do 
the  same  thing  again  under  the  same  emergency. 
I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  if  that  emergency  has 
passed  away.'  Are  we  so  rich,  are  our  bonds 
m  so  much  demand,  is  money  so  abundant  that 
we  are  not  now  in  pressing  want  of  money.'  Is 
it  not  for  the  interest  of  the  Government,  for  the 
'interest  of  the  Treasury,  that  we  should  hold  out 
every  possible  inducement  not  only  to  the  people 
but  to  banking  institutions  and  to  everybody  else 
to  come  forward  and  subscribe  to  our  loans.'  Our 
expenditures  are  enormous;  we  have  thrown  out 
vast  amounts  of  Treasury  notes;  the  local  bank 
circulation  has  been  greatly  ingreased;  and  now 
the  Senator  from  Maine  says  the  emergency  has 
passed  away.  Why,  sir,  the  emergency  is  just 
upon  UH. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  from  Maine 
said  no  such  thiiiic. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     Well,  he  intimated  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Not  at  all. 
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Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  emergency  is  upon 
us  now.  There  never  was  a  time  when  it  was 
more  incumbent  on  us  to  hold  out  every  conceiv- 
able inducement  not  only  to  the  people  but  to  the 
banks  and  everybody  to  come  forward  and  sus- 
tain the  Governmentfinancially  in  this  her  press- 
ing hour  of  need.  The  Committee  on  Finance 
propose  a  measure  which  will  absolutely  exclude 
all  banking  institutions  from  touching  a  single 
one  of  your  bonds,  althoiigh  we  have  inserted 
a  proposition  to  bring  in  one  bank' with  its  vast 
influence  of  1^10,000,000  to  induce  it  to  take  your 
bonds.  I  voted  for  tlmt  measure  for  this  reason: 
I  was  in  favor  of  taking  in  the  Baiik  of  Commerce 
because  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  in  its  relations 
to  the  money  centers  of  this  continent,  occupies 
much  the  same  position  that  the  house  of  Roths- 
child docs  to  the  continent  of  Europe.  What- 
ever that  bank  does  is  looked  upon  by  allmoneyed 
centers  as  about  right.  Their  influence  is  pro- 
digious, and  therefore  I  voted  almost  to  bring  in 
the  Bank  of  Commerce  by  namo;  but  now  you 
propose,  if  the  Bank  of  Commerce  and  all  other 
banks  shall  come  in,  a  measure  of  taxation  that 
will  absolutely  prohibit  them  from  investing  a 
single  dollar  in  your  bonds. 

1  hope  that  the  original  bill  just  as  it  came  to 
us  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this 
respect  will  pass,  and  that  this  amendment  will 
be  rejected.  As  I  said  before,  I  believe  that  if  it 
is  adopted  it  will  absolutely  kill  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  «will  not  undertake  to  say 
that  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan is  practical  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term. 
1  am  sure  it  is  patriotic;  and  whatever  is  patriotic 
now,  at  this  crisis  of  our  country,  contains  the 
best  elements  of  the  practical. 

It  is  very  evident  on  the  face  of  it,. sir,  that  if 
you  follow  the  proposition  of  the  cotrimittee  you 
are  going  to  plant  a  difference  and  discord  among 
these  different  banks  as  you  establish  them  over 
the  country.  They  will  all  be  under  different 
conditions,  according  to  the  systems  of  taxation 
where  they  happen  to  be,  instead  of  being  under 
one  uniform  condition  everywhere  throughout  the 
country. 

Now,  sir,  what  are  we  seeking.'  I  believe  it 
is  uniformity.  It  is  a  uniform  system, that  shall 
be  substantially  the  same  in  Washington,  in  New 
York,  in  Boston,  and  in  Chicago.  But  the  com- 
mittee propose  to  g;ive  us  a  system  that  will  be 
different  in  every  State.  Why  willit  be  different? 
Because  everywhere  it  will  come  under  all  the 
complications  and  difl^erences  of  taxation  in  the 
different  States;  and  then  again  the  different  mu- 
nicipalities of  the  States.  It  has  already  been 
stated  that  there  are  greafdifferences  in  municipal 
taxes  in  different  parts  of  the  country;  we  all 
know  it;  and  yet  this  new  banking  system  is  to 
be  brought  under  these  conditions.  What  must 
be  the  consequence?  That  in  one  State  the  tempt- 
ation to  embark  in  this  new  system  will  have 
one  degree  of  force,  and  in  another  State  another 
degree  offeree;  and  then  again,  that  it  will  have 
different  degrees  of  force  in  different  parts  of  the 
same  State. 

Now,  1  submit  that  in  arranging  ti.is  great  in- 
stitution we  ought  not  to  subject  it  to  any  such 
conditions.  Wp  ought,  so  far  as  possible,  to  se- 
cure uniformity  for  it  in  every  part  oTtlie  coun- 
try; so  that  the  tax  it  shall  pay  in  one  part  of 
the  country  shall  not  differ  from  the  tax  it  shall 
pay  in  every  other  part  of  the  country.  That 
seems  to  me  a  general  principle  which  is  applica- 
ble in  this  case.  I  do  not  see  how  Senators  can 
get  away  from  it.  I  do  not  sec  how  Senalorl  can 
be  willing  at  this  moment  to  insert  in  a  bill  like 
this  a  proposition  which  is  going  to  subject  the 
property  of  these  banks  in  one  part  of  the  coun- 
try to  one  condition,  and  in  another  part  of  the 
country  to  another  condition.  1  say,  therefore, 
the  proposition  of  the  committee  is  contrary  to 
the  principle  of  unitormity  which  we  ought  to 
try  to  establish  in  organizing  this  great  institution; 
and  when  1  say  this  I  say  enough  to  call  the  prop- 
osition in  question.  Not  tlial  I  seek  any  ideal 
uniformity;  bull  confess  that  1  do  .seek  that  prac-. 


tical  uniformity  which  will  give  to  this  T^stem 
its  greatest  eflicicn'cy.  lam  unwilling  to  see  this 
system  start  only  to  limp  through  the  country, 
and  find  itself  at  each  step  subject  to  some  new 
burden.  Sir,  I  do  not  think  this  would  be  prac- 
tical. 

But  I  go  further.  I  began  by  saying  that  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  i\]icliig;ui  had  in 
Itself  that  practical  character  wllic^l  is  found  in 
patriotism;  and  that  is  the  idea  which  I  would, 
if  I  could,  impress  upon  ihe  Senate.  We  are  at 
this  moment  trying  to  render  an  important  ser- 
vice to  the  country,  to  place  its  currency  on  a  per- 
manent foundation,  one  which  shall  give  strength 
to  its  finances,  and  enable  the  Republic  to  go 
triumphant Tlirough  all  its  perils.  Under  these 
circumstances  tliere  is  no  sacrifice  that  Senators 
ought  not  to  be  ready  to  make  personally,  and 
there  is  no  sacrifice  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
ready  to  make  in  behalf  of  those  they  represent 
on  this  floor.  I-  represent  a  large  and  a  sensi- 
tive cbnstituency;  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say-* 
ing  for  them  that  the  system  we  are  now  about 
to  establish  shall  be  established  in  that  way  that 
shall  be  most  useful,  so  as  to  serve  the  great  ends 
of  the  country  without  regard  to  local  interests. 
I  believe  those  great  ends  will  be  best  served  by 
making  the  institution  strong,  and  particularly 
by  placing  it  above  all  chance  of  criticism,  im- 
peachment, or  question  from  State  legislation,  so 
that  no  State  taxation  can  interfere  in  any  way 
with  its  solidity,  with  the  uniformity  of  its  oper- 
ation, or  with  its  completesl  efficiency.  If  I  err 
in  this  conclusion  I  err  on  the  side  of  my  country, 
and  in  a  patriotic  purpose.  But,  sir,  when  1  con- 
sider the  demands  which  are  now  made  upon  us, 
whether  as  individuals  or  as  Senators,  and  then, 
again,  the  demands  which  are  made  upon  our 
States,  I  am  sure  I  cannot  err.  This  is  not  the 
time  to  think  of  anything  less  than  our  whole 
country. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  question  of  taxation 
has  given  me  more  embarrassment  in  deciding 
upon  my  own  personal  course  upon  this  bill  than 
any  other  thing  connected  with  it.  The  House 
bill  provides: 

And  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the 
taxation  by  States  of  the  capital  stock  of  banlts  organized 
under  this  act,  the  same  as  the  property  of  otlier  inoneyed 
corporations,  for  State  or  municipal  ijurpose.^^;  but  no  Slate 
shall  impose  any  lax  upon  such  asscTciations,  or  their  capital, 
circulation,  dividends,  or  business,  at  a  liij^lier  riue  of  tax- 
ation than  shall  be  imposed  by  such  State  upon  llie  same 
amount  Of  moneyed  capital  in  the  hands  of  individual  citi- 
zens of  such  State. 

The  proviso  attached  seems  to  me  entirely  in- 
consistent with  that  clause  of  the  section.  It  is 
as  follows: 

Provided,  That  no  State  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  any 
part  of  thecapilal  stock  of  such  association  invested  in  the 
bonds  of  the  United  States  deposited  as  security  for  its 
circulation. 

The  proviso  is  inconsistent  with  the  body  of 
the  section.  It  was  undoubtedlyadoptedasa  kind 
of  rider  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  section.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  construe  the  section  as  it 
was  sent  to  us  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

There  is  another  objection  to  the  section  of  the 
House  bill.  There  is  no  tax  in  the  bill  levied 
upon  these  banks.  It  is  indispensable  that  these 
banks  should  pay  not  only  the  expense  of  man- 
aging them,  but  should  pay  a  liberal  tax  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  I  do  not  wish 
to  screen  them  from  taxes,  however  friendly  I 
may  be  to  this  system.  I  wish  to  impose  upon 
them  severe  burdens  of  taxation.  The  House  bill 
is  therefore  defective  in  this,  that  it  provides  no 
system  of  taxation  upon  these  banks,  but  leaves 
them  entirely  exempt  from  taxes.  All  the  refer- 
ence there  was  to  ta.xation  in  the  bill  as  it  waa 
sent  to  us  was  a  section  which  allowed  to  the 
States  and  cities  the  power  to  tax;  and  yet  a  pro- 
vision connected  with  it  defeated  the  power  of 
taxation. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
contains  several  very  valuable  provisions.  The 
first  clauses  provide  for  a  tax  ujion  the  circula- 
tion, upon  the  deposits,  and  upon  the  capital  of 
tlieee  bunk.-?:  one  per  cent,  on  circulation;  one  per 
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cent,  on  capital  in  excess  of  circulation;  nnd  one 
half  of  one  percent,  upon  deposits.  Inmyjiidg- 
meni  it  is  too  smKll.  These  banks  ought  to  b'ear 
u  taxation  equal  to  two  per  cent,  on  their  circula- 
tion and  two  per  cent,  on  their  excess  of  capital, 
and  1  think  nearly  as  much  on  deposits,  so  as  to 
reach^jtecity  banks,  where  the  deposits  are  really 
thecii^\alaiion.  The  rate  of  tajcation,  then,  fixed 
■jy  the  Committee  on  Finance  is  too  small  if  that 
was  nil  that  was  to  be  assessed  upon  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  proviso  added  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  does  not  meet  with  my 
■concurrence.  I  ex|)ressed  my  di,ssent  from  it  in 
committee,  and  I  am  bound  to  do  it  here.  I  ob- 
ject to  it,  because  in  stead  of  creating  uniformity 
it  will  create  diversity.  In  the  State  of  Ohio,  in 
some  communities,  the  tax  will  be  one  percent.; 
in  other  communities  it  will  be  two  per  cent.  In 
some  States,  like  Michigan  and  in  the  far  West 
where  the  rate  of  taxation  is  very  high  on  landed 
estate,  the  rate  of  taxation  will  be  so  great  as  to 
prevent  these  banks  from' coming  into  opeiation. 
In  the  new  States,  where  the  land  is  valued  at 
about  one  third  of  its  value,  for  instance  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  where  the  land  is  put  on  the  tax- 
duplicate  at  perhaps  one  third  of  its  valuation,  and 
the  same  is  true  of  many  of  tlie  western  States 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  do  not  know  where  that 
land  is  in  Iowa.  I  am  a  tax  payer  in  several 
eounties  of  that  State,  and  I  have  never  yet  found 
that  I  owned  any  property  in  any  county  where 
it  was  assessed  at  one  third  of  its  valuation. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  1  think  the  Senator  would 
not  like  to  sell  his  property  at  the  valuation  put 
upon  it  in  the  tax-duplicate. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  the  Sen- 
ator if  he  will  furnish  me  with  a  purchaser  at  its 
assessed  value. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  At  any  rate,  we  know  that 
land  on  a  tax-duplicate  is  not  usually  assessed 
at  its  full  value,  or  even  its  fair  value,  or  even 
approaching  its  fair  value.  If  you  require  that 
the  bank  capital  on  the  tax-duplicate  in  these 
new  States  shall  be  assessed  at  its  full  value  you 
will  have  an  unequal  amount  of  taxation  upon 
bank  capital.  Nor  is  this  all.  We  look  very  much 
to  this  matter  as  it  affects  our  own  States.  These 
banks  are  all  located  in  cities  and  in  towns  where 
the  rate  of  taxation  is  almost  double  what  it  is  in 
the  country.  There  is  scarcely  a  city  in  the 
State  in  which  1  live  where  the  municipal  tax  is 
not  equal  to  the  Stale  lax,  and  as  these  banks  are 
all  located  in  the  cities,  you  compel  them  to  as- 
sist in  paving  the  streets  and  in  lighting  the 
streets.  You  levy  on  them  all  these  local  taxes 
which  are  assessed  for  the  benefit  only  of  the 
real  estate,  and  you  prescribe  a  rate  of  taxation 
that  is  diversified  in  almost  every  community 
and  every  town  of  every  State. 

There  are  objections  to  the  system  of  taxation 
proposed.  We  call  this  a  national  institution. 
We  think  these  banking  associations  essential  to 
maintain  the  national  credit.  They  are  agents  of 
the  national  Government.  They  are  only  justi- 
fied as  agents  of  the  national  Goverrmient  to  pro- 
tect the  national  credit.  Itseenris  to  me  that  while 
they  ought  to  bear  their  full  value  of  taxation, 
that  taxation  ought  to  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the 
General  Government.  If  you  leave  them  to  all 
this  diversified  local  taxation,  or  to  encounter  lo- 
cal prejudices,  liecause  moneyed  capital  always 
does  encounter  local  prejudices,  I  believe  you  will 
bring  them  within  the  declaration  made  by  Chief 
Justice  Marshall,  that  "  the  power  to  tax  is  the 
power  to  destroy."  You  may  enable  local  com- 
munities and  locil  corporations  and  States  to  de- 
stroy what  you  regard  and  what  you  organize  as 
a  national  agent  for  thei  protection  of  the  national 
•red  it. 

I  am  bound  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan, however,  that  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  far 
wiser  and  far  better  for  us  to  adopt  the  amend- 
itient  of  the  Conmiittee  on  Finance  than  to  take 
the  bill  ns  sent  to  us  by  the  House  of  Reprosent- 
ntives.  His  object  will  be  accomplished  by  strik- 
ing out  the  first  proviso  of  iIk-  committee 's  amend- 
ment; and  in  case  that  was  done  1  should  be 
willing  to  vote  for  any  reasonable  tax  u|)on  these 
banks — I  do  not  care  if  it  is  two  or  three  per 
tent. — and  leave  the  wIidIc  to  inure  for  tlio  ben- 
efit of  (he  national  Governmi.'iit. 

I  know  iliat  the  subject  is  full  of  cmbarrass- 
mentii;  i  know  that  if  we  reserve  this  banking 
r«pttHl  from  (axidion  by  local  and  State  authori- 


ties, it  will  tend  to  make  them  unpopular.  I  de- 
sire to  see  this  system  not  only  successful  but 
popular,  and  perhaps  the  withdrawal  of  so  much 
actual  capital  from  local  taxation  will  tend  to 
make  them  unpopular.  It  seems  to  me,  however, 
that  if  we  impose  upon  them  a  large  tax  inuring 
to  the  benefit  of  the  General  Government,  and 
pledge  the  proceeds  of  that  tax  to  the  payment  of 
the  interest  and  principal  of  the  national  debt,  we 
meet  that  popular  clamor,  and  it  is  the  only  way 
we  can  meet  it.  I  shall  therefore  be  willing  lo  put 
a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  on  circulation  and  one  per 
cent,  on  deposits,  which  will  be  equal  to  a  tax  of 
three  per  cent,  on  the  circulation  of  the  banks. 
The  tax  on  deposits  will  reach  the  city  banks, 
and  the  tax  on  circulation  will  reach  the  country 
banks. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     One  per  cent,  on  deposits.' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes  sir.  I  think  the  banks 
in  the  cities  can  very  well  bear  that  without  any 
great  trouble.  They  pay  generally  four  or  five 
per  cent,  interest  for  their  deposits,  and  if  instead 
of  four  or  five  per  cent,  they  should  pay  three  or 
four,  as  a  matter  of  course  it  will  very  easily  be 
made  up.  This  would  yield  a  very  large  sum 
if  the  full  amount  of  the  circulation  authorized 
under  this  act  should  be  issued.  We  authorize 
the  issue  of  §300,000,000,  and  two  per  cent,  on 
that  would  be  $6,000,000.  The  deposits  might  be 
safely  estimated  as  at  least  equal  or  double  the 
circulation.  They  are  at  least  equal  ill  the  coun- 
try banks  and  generally  double  or  treble  in  the 
cities;  and  a  tax  of  one  per  cent,  on  them  would 
yield  $3,000,000  more.  Then  a  tax  on  theexcess 
of  capital  over  circulation,  because  many  of. the 
city  banks  have  more  capital  than  circulation, 
would  yield  a  considerable  sum;  making  alto- 
gether a  very  large  sum  of  money,  which  would 
tend  very  much  to  strengl+ien  the  national  Gov- 
ernment. It  would  be  a  sure  and  certain  fund, 
and  it  would  place  these  banks  under  a  heavy 
burden  of  taxation,  and  yet  under  an  equal  and 
uniform  taxation  throughout  the  country,  not 
varying  in  the  different  portions  of  the  country. 

If  a  proposition  is  made  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  that  par- 
ticular I  shall  vole  for  it.  If  it  should  be  lost,  I 
beg  the  Senator  from  Michigan  not  to  consider 
the  bill  as  defeated;  because  even  if  you  subject 
these  banks  to  local  and  municipal  taxation,  if 
the  Senate  should,  contrary  to  my  judgment, 
compel  the  stocklioUlers  of  these  banks  to  have 
their  names  inserted  in  the  tax-duplicates,  and  be 
subject  to  all  the  multiform  Stale  and  local  tax- 
ation, still  I  desire  to  see  the  bill  jiass,  believing 
that  in  time  Congress  may  correct  it  when  the 
evil  is  felt. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  desire  to  state  that  if 
the  effect  of  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of 
fered  by  the  Senator  from  Maine  be  as  supposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Michigan 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  will  under- 
stand it  is  not  my  amendment;  it  is  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  FIENDERSON.     Offered  by  the  Senator? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  No,  ^ir;  it  is  an  amend- 
ment reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  Well,  the  Senator  is  the 
organ  through  which  it  comes. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  have  no  more  to  do  with 
it  than  any  other  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  1  was  simply  going  to 
say  that  if  the  ellect  of  the  amendment  as  it  came 
from  the  committee,  and  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  be  as  supposed  by  the  Senator  trom 
Michigan,  I  for  one  shall  not  onj.hat  account  ob- 
ject to  its  "adoption.  If  it  be  to  prevent  the  organ- 
ization of  any  more  banks  under  the  provisions 
of  this  bill,  1  certainly,  for  that  reason  alone, 
would  give  it  my  support.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  hold 
that  that  will  be  the  effect  of  the  ado|)tioii  of  the 
amendment. 

1  am  very  much  astonished  at  the  opinions  and 
views  of  some  gentlemen  in  regard  to  these  in- 
stitutions. We  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  at 
various  limes  in  the  history  of  the  Government 
in  regard  to  [)et  institutions;  but  it  really  seems 
lo  me  that  if  we  are  not  now  petting  these  insti- 
tutions, 1  do  not  know  what  we  are  at.  We 
adopti^l  an  amendment  to  the  bill  a  short  time 
ago,  permitting  one  of  the  large  moneyed  corpo- 
rations of  the  country  to  come  in  wiihout  the  lia- 
bilities that  we  im|)ose  upon  others,  ^i\iu^  that 
•preference  to  onu  iiislitution.     lf.w«  da  t<jal  in 


one  case,  why  not  excuse  another  and  another, 
until  finally  the  idea  of  individual  liability  is  en- 
tirely destroyed?  Why  not  say  that  the  direct- 
ors themselves  shall  not  be  liable  for  any  mis- 
management of  theirs,  or  that  the  stockholders 
shall  not  be  liable  for  any  mismanagement' 

Here  now  is  another  proposition,  and  really 
to  my  mind  a  very  alarming  one.  I  do  not  know 
to  what  extent.this  thing  will  go.  1  cannot  tell. 
I  do  not  know  where  will  be  the  end  of  it.  The 
proposition  now  is  to  exempt  the  capital  of  these 
banks  from  State  taxation,  from  municipal  tax- 
ation, from  county  taxation,  and  to  leave  them 
without  cornparaiively  any  taxati6n  on  the  part 
of  the  United  Slates.  It  really  seems  to  me  that 
we  are  making  them  pet  institutions  indeed. 

What  good  are  they  to  accomplish?  What 
good  are  they  doing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury at  the  present  lime?  If  they  enable  him  to 
sell  the  bonds  of  the  United  States,  it  is  because 
of  the  fact  that  this  system  gives  to  the  purchasers 
of  those  bonds  greater  facilities  than  they  would 
have  in  the  mere  enjoyment  of  the  interest  from 
those  bonds.  Individuals  when  they  purchase  ' 
those  bonds  are  allowed  to  make  them  a  basis 
upon  which  to  issue  a  circulating  medium.  When 
they  put  the  notes  of  their  banks  in  circulation  do 
they  not  clog  the  very  operations  of  the  Treas- 
ury? Do  they  not  produce  the  difficulty  of  which 
the  Senator  now  complains,  and  that  is  that  the 
currency  is  redundant;  that  it  is  in  his  way ;  that 
he  has  •too  much  of  it?  The  State  banks  of  the 
loyal  States  have  not  e,xci;edingone  hundred  and 
sixty  or  one  hundred  and  seventy  million  in  cir- 
culation, while  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
in  circulation  at  least  six  hundred  and  ninety  mil- 
lion or  somewhere  in  that  neighborhood ;  and  yet 
I  understand  the  Secretary  to  complain  that  that 
circulation  of  the  State  banks  is  in  his  way,  and 
that  he  must  get  rid  of  it.  Why,  in  the  name  of 
conscience,  when  individuals  get  these  notes  which 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  will  furnish  to 
them,  on  their  depositing  with  him  a  certain 
amount  of  United  States  bonds,  do  they  not  put 
them  in  circulation,  and  is  not  the  very  difficulty 
of  which  we  want  to  get  rid  again  put  in  our  way? 

Then,  sir,  if  it  js  essential  in  the  operations  of 
the  financial  affairs  of  the  Government,  why  not  . 
permit  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  go  on 
and  issue  legal-tender  notes?  Why  shall  we 
rob  the  Government  of  that  amount  of  interest 
when  we  may  suffer  the  Government  to  use  cir- 
culating notes  without  interest  and  thus  save  to 
the  Government  that  interest  at  such  a  time  as  this, 
when  it  is  necessary  to  save  every  dollar  that  we 
•)iossibly  can  in  the  operations  of  the  Government? 
We  gain  nothing  by  it.  The  Government  does 
not  realize  anything  from  this  bill.  Inasmuch  as 
some  banks  are  already  in  operation  under  this 
system,  1  should  be  perfectly  willing  to  leave  them 
in  operation  and  to  take  the  injury  that  may  be 
inflicted  upon  us  in  the  future  by  these  small  banks 
located  at  various  and  distant  parts  of  the  country, 
the  circulation  of  which,  as  the  bill  now  provides*, 
is  to  be  made  redeemable  at  certain  points;  but 
heretofore  they  have  only  been  redeemable  at  the 
places  of  issue,  producing  no  uniformity  as  con- 
templated by  the  bill.  In  the  future,  when  peace 
comes,  we  shall  see  that  this  will  not  do  as  a  cir- 
culating medium.  1  am  satisfied  of  it.  We  had 
infinitely  better  have  legal-tender  notes,  in  my 
judgment.  If  these  notes  are  worth  anything, 
the  legal-tender  notes  are  worth  just  as  much; 
because  the  only  basis  of  the  notes  of  these  na- 
tional banks  in  order  to  make  them  good  is  the 
bond  of  the  Government  at  last. 

^What  is  the  objection  of  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan? He  says  that  if  the  amend meiR  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  enable  the  States  to  tax 
the  capital  stock  of  these  banks  is  adopted,  it  will, 
destroy  the  bill.  If  that  will  deslrgy  the  bill  it 
had  better  be  destroyed,  and  the  sooner  it  is  de- 
stroyed the  belter.  Why,  sir,  one  half  of  the 
surplus  ca()ital  of  various  Slates  of  thi.s  Union 
might  he  put  iiilo  those  lianks.  You  allow  them 
a  capital  of  <^300,00(),000  in  the  aggregate.  Why 
could  not  the  entiie  KUrfiliis capital  of  the  State  of 
Delaware  be  put  into  these  banks?  Why  could 
not-linlf  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  or 
the  Slate  of  Connecticut  be  put  into  these  banks? 
It  could  lie  done  very  easily.  Half  the  capital 
of  my  Slate  could  be  put  in  them.  When  this 
large  nmoiintof  property  is  taken  from  those  avc- 
i  iiuus  ol'UuMiiiusw  where  it  Is  uow  taxed,  not  only 
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by  the  State  but  by  cities  and  counties,  and  in- 
vested in  banking  under  this  bill,  the  proposition 
is  that  it  shall  be  entirely  sequestrated  and  set 
apart  and  shall  no  longer  be  subject  to  the  reve- 
nue laws  of  the  different  States. 

Mr.  President,  to  me  the  proposition  is  alarm- 
ing. If  we  say  now  that  we  will  exemplfrom  in- 
dividual liability  certain  banks,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion we  may  exempt  others,  and  at  the  succeed- 
ing session  others,  and  we  shall  go  on  adding  other 
exemptions  and  other  privileges.  If  we  can  now 
say,  in  order  to  induce  capital  to  come  in,  that  the 
States  shall  not  tax,  wliy  at  the  next  session  may 
we  not  say,  in  order  to  induce  others  to  come  in, 
that  we  will  remove  the  tax  imposed  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  and  why  not  other  exemptions 
and  other  benefits  conferred  on  them,  until  finally 
wegranl  them  all  the  privilegesthey  may  demand  ? 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  proposition  of  tlic  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  and  hope  that  it  may  be  adopted: 
in  the  first  place,  that  it  may  have  the  effect  of  de- 
feating the  bill;  and  in  the  second  place,  whether 
it  defeat  it  ornot,  it  is  merejustice  and  ought  to 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  move  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
.    Tuesday,  April  26,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

NORTIIEASTKHN  DEFENSES. 
The  SPEAKER  announced  the  following  se- 
lect committee  ordered  yesterday  on  the  defenses 
of  the  northeastern  frontier:  Messrs.  Rice  of 
Maine,  Alley,  Cox,  Hale,  Patterson,  Rad- 
ford, and  Driggs. 

CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  business  in  or- 
der to  be  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  421, 
•to  pay  in  part  for  the  published  debates  of  Con- 
gress, and  for  other  purposes,  which  was  post- 
poned to  this  day^ 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  before  the  question  is  taken,  I  move  that  all 
debate  on  the  pending  section  of  the  tax  bill  be 
closed  in  one  minute  after  its  consideration  shall 
be  resumed. 

Mr.  A.  W.  CLARK.  What  will  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  bill  in  reference  to  the  Congressional 
Globe  if  it  now  goes  over? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  come  up  among  the 
reports  of  committees  undisposed  of  in  accord- 
ance with  its  date. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  It  is  suggested  there  are 
some  amendments  to  be  offered  which  may  re- 
quire debate,  and  I  therefore  withdraw  the  motion 
to  close  debate.  I  insist  on  my  motion  to  go  into 
committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Tlie  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of 

THE  TAX  BILL. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  pending  amend- 
ment, moved  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Allen,  to  be  as  fol- 
lows: strike  out  "two  and  a  half  of  one,"  and 
in  lieu  thereof  insert  "  four;"  so  that  it  will  read: 
Provided,  That  upon  such  gains,  profits, or  income  which 
shall  be  dsrived  from  interest  upon  notes,  bonds,  or  secu- 
rities or  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected, 
and  paid  a  duty  of  four  per  cent,  only,  anything  in  this  act 
to  the  contrary  jiotwithstanding. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  en- 
tire proviso,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing: 

That  income  derived  from  Interfist  on  bonds,  notes,  and 
other  securities  of  the  United  States'shall  be  included  in 
estimating  incomes  under  this  section. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  think  that  we  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  go  back  and  again  take  the  vote 
on  striking  out  that  proviso.  The  vote  was  taken 
yesterday  when  the  House  was  thin. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  might  have  been  better 
and  more  simple  in  form  to  strike  out  that  pro- 


viso; but  inasmuch  as  that  motion  was  made  and 
defeated,  this  seems  to  be  the  only  mode  o£  get- 
ting at  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  desire  to  check  the  investment  now  going 
on  in  the  bonds  of  the  United  States.' 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  do  not. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Then  the  gentleman  ought 
not  to  move  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  But  I  want  the  interest  re- 
ceived on  those  bonds,  payable  as  it  is  to  the 
holder,  to  be  estimated  in  the  incomes.  If  we  do 
not  do  that,  we  will  withdraw  from  taxatioti  for 
general  purposes  millions  and  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  understand  that  the  motion  has  already  been 
made  to  strike  out  the  proviso  and  defeat  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.'  The  Chair  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  proposition  is  a  substi- 
tute for  the  proviso.  I  trust  that  no  gentleman 
will  misapprehend  the  point  of- my  amendment. 
It  is  not  to  tax  these  bonds;  that  question  is  not 
before  the  House.  The  question  is  whether  the 
interest  received  on  those  bonds  shall  be  regarded 
as  a  portion  of  income  of  the  citizen  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taxation.  As  it  is  the  citizen  may  with- 
draw his  whole  estate  from  taxation  by  invest- 
ment in  these  bonds.  The  injustice  is  manifest. 
It  is  better  for  the  country  to  pay  seven,  eight,  or 
nine  per  cent,  interest  for  money  to  carry  on  this 
war  than  to  withdraw  these  securities  in  every 
shape  and  form  from  taxation. 

Mr.  PIKE.  This  proposition,  I  will  say,  if 
carried,  will  place  this  tax  in  the  same  condition 
as  the  iticome  tax  of  Great  Britain.  During  the 
wars  of  Nopoleon,  when,  from  the  year  1803  up 
to  the  close  of  the  wars 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine  cannot  get  up  and 
argUe  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  while  pretending  to  oppose  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  oppose  the  amend- 
ment pro  forma. 

Mr.  PIKE.  Now,  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  by  striking 
out  some  part  of  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  amendment  to  strike  out 
something  and  insert  nothing  has  been  tried  over 
and  over  again,  and  therefore  it  is  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  PIKE.  The  amendmentof  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  is  to  include  the  proceeds  of  invest- 
ments in  the  national  debt.  I  move  to  amend  so 
that  three  fourths  of  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt  shall  be  included,  instead  of  the  whole. 

If  this  amendment  is  carried  we  shall  place  this 
matter  in  the  same  condition  that  the  income  tax 
of  Great  Britain  was  from  1803  until  the  close  of 
the  Napoleonic  wars,  when  they  assessed  the  in- 
come tax  originally  five  per  cent.,  and  finally  ten 
per  cent.,  making  no  deduction  from  the  income 
derived  from  the  national  debt. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
My  friend  from  Maine  is  not,  I  insist,  either  ar- 
guing against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  or  in  favor  of  his  own  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  has  the 
floor  to  oppose  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana. 

Mr.  PIKE.     I  offered  an  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Then  the  gentleman  will 
speak  to  his  amendment. 

Mr.  PIKE.  Thatis  whati  amdoing.  I  wish 
to  say  still  further,  that  the  average  municipal 
taxes  assessed  in  this  country,  which  the  law  au- 
thorizing the  issue  of  bonds  exempts  the  holder 
of  bonds  from  paying,  amounts  to  about  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  income  derived  from  United 
States  bonds.  The  income  from  national  bonds 
is  six  per  cent.,  to  say  nothing  of  the  increase 
arising  out  of  the  depreciation  of  currency.  Now, 
the  average  of  municipal  taxation  in  this  country 
is  at  least  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  That  one 
and  a  half  per  cent,  the  holder  of  these  bonds  is 
exempt  from  paying.  All  over  the  country  we 
find  at  the  spring  assessments  men  of  wealth 
drawing  out  their  national  bonds  and  presenting 
them  to  our  over-taxed  municipalities,  and  say- 
ing to  the  assessors  that  those  bonds  are  exempt. 


It  is  a  matter  of  contract  with  them,  and  we  can- 
not escape  from  it;  but  it  is  not  a  tnatter  of  con- 
tract to  exempt  them  from  paying  their  share  of 
the  income  tax.  Now,  all  these  small  localities 
are  very  greatly  in  debt  on  account  of  this  war. 
This  national  stock  is  the  best  property  in  this 
country;  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  wealthi- 
est men  of  the  country,  as  they  always  aggregate 
to  themselves  the  best  property,  are  gathering  in 
these  national  bonds.  As  we  cannot  reverse  our 
action,  I  hope  the  House  will  take  no  further  ac- 
tion in  that  direction.  But  we  must  continue  to 
exempt  the  bonds  from  municipal  taxation. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  rise  to  oppose  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  amendment  which  he  proposes  to 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana. 
I  think  we  ought  to  tax  the  income  derived  from 
these  bonds  in  the  same  manner  as  we  tax  in- 
comes derived  from  any  other  source.  We  im* 
pose  this  burden  upon  those  who  derive  their 
income  from  all  other  sources,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  those  who  derive  an  income  from 
this  source  should  be  exempt.  You  may  look 
through  this  bill,  and  you  will  find  no  other  tax 
imposed  which  is  not  ultimately  thrown  back 
upon  the  consumer.  The  manufacturer  charges 
th.e  tax  which  he  has  to  pay  upon  his  customers; 
the  'merchant  charges  the  tax  lie  has  to  pay  upon 
his  income  upon  his  customers;  the  butcher 
charges  the  tax  he  has  to  pay  upon  his  custom- 
ers; and  so  it  is  with  every  other  species  of  tax 
contained  in  the  bill  but  this. 

But  when  you  come  to  tax  capitalists  who  can- 
not come  back  upon  anybody  behind  them,  you 
propose  to  exempt  them.  This  is  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple. Men  who  invest  largely  in  the  bonds  of 
the  Government,  men  who  are  protected  by  high 
tariffs,  at)d  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  avcid 
the  pressure  of  taxation  upon  their  manufactures, 
are  thus  permitted  to  relieve  themselves  from  the 
burdens  of  taxation  in  this  regard.  As  I  re- 
marked yesterday,  it  will  not  be  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Government,  for  every  other  spe- 
cies of  taxation  in  this  bill  enables  the  party  taxed 
to  go  back  upon  the  consumer,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, and  relieve  himself  from  this  burden. 

But  when  you  undertake  to  tax  the  capital  in 
the  hands  of  bondholders,  where  it  is  impossible 
for  them  to  come  back  on  the  consumers,  and 
thus  relieve  themselves  from  the  burden,  then 
gentlemen  say  that  you  must  not  tax  them  be- 
cause you  will  destroy  investments  in  the  bonds 
of  the  Government.  I  tell  you  there  is  itothing 
in  that  argument.  These  gentlemen  invest  by 
thousands  and  millions  in  the  bonds  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, believing  them  to  be  the  best  securities 
they  can  get,  and  it  is  proposed  now  to  relieve 
thsm  from  taxation  on  their  investment,  and  to 
cast  the  whole  burden  on  the  sweat  and  toil  of  the 
country. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  Mr.  .Holman's 
amendment;   and  being  taken,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  offer  the 
following  as  an  additional  proviso  to  section  one 
hundred  and  fourteen: 

tStid  provided  further,  That  net  profits  realized  by  sales 
made  since  the  passa^'e  of  the  acts  to  which  this  is  supple- 
mentary, upon  investments  made  prior  thereto,  shall  not 
be  chargi.'able  as  income,  nor  shall  losses  sustained  by  in- 
vestments similarly  made  be  deducted  from  the  incoinc  of 
the  year  in  which  they  are  ascertained. 

That  proviso  is  offered  to  remedy  an  eri'or 
which,  I  lake  it,  the  Commissioner  of  Internal 
Revenue  has  made  in  the  construction  of  the  ex- 
isting law.  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  a  letter  of 
the  Commissioner,  addressed  to  myself,  which 
explains  the  matter  fully. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Treasury  Diii-xRTMENT, 
Office  ok  Internal  Revende, 

Wasiiinoton,  March  9,  1864.    . 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7lh  instant  has  been  received  in- 
closing a  letter  from ,  and  in  reply  I  will  say  that  wliere 

properly  was  boushl  some  years  ago  and  is  now  sold,  the 
profit  arising  I'loni  such  s:ile  must  be  relumed  as  Incoiao 
lor  the  year  during  which  the  sale  was  made. 

Where  property  has  been  unproiluclive,  interest  on  the 
purchase  money  from  time  of  purclia>e  nil  sale,  together 
with  thi^  taxes  paid,  will  he  properly  added  to  the  purchase 
money,  and  the  sum  deducted  iVoin  tiie  price  at  wliieh  llio 
sale  vviis  made.  'J'lie  dilleilinoe  vvill  bi;  the  profit  and  Un- 
able as  income. 

Where  property  lias  been  sufficiently  productive  to  pay 
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Interest  and  tnics,  the  rtifTtrcnce  between  tlie  price  at 
which  the  prciperly  was  boiisht  and  that  at  wiiicll  it  was 
soh)  will  bi;  the  sum  chariii'abic  as  income. 

Wlicn  iniprovcnipnts  have  been  made  their  cost  will  be 
cnnsidered  as  so  much  added  to  tlie  sum  invested  in  the 
purchase. 

The  question  in  all  such  cases  is  vchat  gains  have  been 
rcalizi.'<t  by  tlie  transaction. 

Tlir  same  general  principles  apply  to  gains  or  profits  de- 
rived from  tlie  purchase  and  sale  of  stocks  and  securities. 

Very  respectlully,  JOSEPH  T.  LEWIS, 

Commissioner. 
Hoii.  Piiii.U'  JoiiNS'ON.  Enston,  Pcnnsylvama. 

Mr.JOlINSON,of Penn.sylvania.  TImt letter 
was  ill  iiiiswcr  to  oik;  inquiring'wlietlmr  vvhei'e 
tlmI  ('State  bouj^jlit  twenty  yenrs  nijo,  tirul  liaving 
advanced  in  price,  was  sold  in  18G3,  tlie  dilTerence 
between  the  price  originally  paid  and  that  received 
could  lie  prof)erly  charged  as  incom(!  for  the  cur- 
rent year;  and,  as  the  tlouse  will  see,  the  Com- 
nii.s.sioner  made  a  deci.sion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
•from  Pennsylvania  that  the  subject  to  which  he 
is  calling  the  attention  of  the  committee  hud  bet- 
ter be  considered  in  the  next  section. 

Mr.JOHiNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have  ex- 
amined this  subject,  and  I  madeupiny  mind  that 
the  amendment  ought  to  come  in  here.  1  amnot 
particular  about  it,  liowever,  and  will  withdraw 
ilie amendment  for  the  present. 

Mr.  FRANK.  I  move  to  amend  the  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteenth  section  by  striking  o\il  in 
lines  ten,  eleven,  and  twelve  the  words  "  a  duty 
of  five  per  cent.,  upon  the  amount  of  excess  above 
$600,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  follow- 
ing: 

A  duty  oCfive  per  cent,  on  the  excess  over  $600;  a  duty 
of  seven  and  one  halt'  oTone  per  cent,  per  annum  on  ilie 
v.xcass  over  $10,000,  and  not  exceeding  .§25,000;  and  a 
duly  ot  ten  per  cent,  on  the  excess  over  $i20,000. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  re- 
ported a  tax  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  incomes  above 
§600.  This  amendiTient  increases  the  tax  where 
the  income  exceeds  jjlO,000.  I  olTer  theamend- 
ineiit  liccausc  I  think  it  is  just,  right,  and  proper 
lliut  those  having  a  larger  amount  of  income  shall 
pay  a  larger  amount  of  tax.  1  believe,  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  larger  lax 
we  jiny  at  this  time  the  safer  we  are  and  the  better 
will  be  the  securities  of  the  Government.  We 
are  all  interested  in  increasitig  theamount  of  tax- 
ation. 

It  will  be  said,  and  has  been  said  by  those  who 
are  opposed  to  a  change  in  this  tax  on  incomes, 
thatapropoeition  of  this  kind  isunconstitutional, 
because  the  Constitution  says  that  taxation  shall 
be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  no  argument  at  all.  It 
is  said  further  that  it  is  wrong  to  have  two  sys- 
tems of  taxation,  and  that  the  tax  on  incomes 
should  be  uniform.  I  do  not  see  how  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who 
have  reported  this  bill,  can  adduce  such  an  argu- 
ment as  that.  They  have  made  discriminations 
in  several  instances  in  this  bill  in  the  rates  of  tax- 
ation. They  impose  no  tax  upon  the  retail  dealer 
who  sells  goods  to  an  amount  less  than  §1,000, 
while  the  dealer  who  sella  to  an  amount  over 
$1,000  must  pay  a  license.  On  tailors  and  other 
manufacturers  for  customers,  less  than  §600  they 
do  not  tax;  over  that  they  tax  three  per  cent.  In 
this  very  bill  and  in  this  very  section  they  ex- 
clude nil  undi  r  §600,  making  a  vast  difference  in 
tiie  matter.  On  advertisements  in  newspapers 
less  it)  amount  than  §1,000  there  is  no  tax;  above 
tiint  there  is  a  tax.  So  on  newspapers;  on  those 
less  than  two  thousand  circulation  there  is  no  tax; 
above  that  there  is  a  tax.  So  in  other  places  the 
committ(;e  have  made  a  discrimination.  The  gen- 
tlemen, therefere,  are  answered  out  of  their  own 
mouths. 

Mr.  GANSON.  1  would  inquire  of  my  col- 
league whether  the  amendment  is  so  drawn  as  to 
put  the  addiiional  lax  upon  the  excess.'' 

Mr.  FRANK.     It  is  intended  to  be  so. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  call  the  attention  of  my  col- 
league to  ihe  language  so  that  he  may  secure  that 
object.  If  that  be  generally  understood  in  the 
House  it  will  remove  mucli  of  the  opposition  to 
the  amendment. 

The  nmi'iidmeiit  was  again  reported. 

Mr.  FRANK.  I  think  that  that  is  as  plain  at 
language  can  tnuke  it. 

Mr.  GANSON.  1  ihinlj  that  the  object  is  se- 
cured by  the  gcniUiman '.s  amendment. 

Mr.  FRANIC.     I  will  explain. 


The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman's  time  has 
expired. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a 
stra<nge  way  to  punish  men  because  they  are  rich. 
I  do  not  know  but  that  there  ought  to  be  an  in- 
dictment against  every  inan  who  ventures  to  go 
above  §600  income.  If  he  goes  above  §10,000  the 
duty  sliould  be  increased  from  ten  to  twenty  per 
cent.;  over  §50,000  thirty  percent.;  over  §100,000 
sixty  per  cent,,  and  over  §1,000,000  we  should 
lake  all.  If  any  man  dare  go  above  a  certain 
amount,  more  than  I  am  worth  or  any  other  mem- 
ber, then  we  should  take  it  all. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania call  it  punishing  tlie  rich  men  to  make 
them  pay  their  share  of  the  burdens  of  taxation, 
or  does  he  think  that  the  poor  should  pay  the 
taxes  for  the  rich? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  rich  man  pays  five  per 
cent,  upon  all  of  his  income,  upon  his  gains  and 
profits.  The  rich  man  pays  according  to  his 
wealth.  ]f  he  is  made  to  increase  the  tax  accord- 
ing to  his  wealth,  it  is  a  punishment. 

Mr.  FRANK.  Have  not  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  adopted  the  same  principle.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  We  have  made  no  distinc- 
tion between  one  man  and  another  because  one 
is  richer  than  anolher.  That  is  right  and  just. 
We  do  not  object  to  that.  If  you  tax  a  man  who 
receives  §1,000,000  income  five  per  cent.,  you  tax 
him  upon  the  same  principle  that  you  tax  the  man 
who  receives  §10,000  of  income.  When  you  tax 
him  upon  every  §500  increase,  you  tax  him  upon 
another  principle.  ltamounts,at  last,  to  nothing 
more  than  a  punishment  of  the  rich  man  because 
he  is  rich. 

Mr.  GANSON.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question.  Is  not  the  same  principle  in  the  exist- 
ing law  ?  la  not  the  tax  three  per  cent,  up  to 
§10,000,  and  five  per  cent,  beyond  that.' 

Mr.  SIEVENS.  I  do  not  recollect.  The  com- 
mitieo  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  principle  was 
a  vicious  one.  I  think  the  principle  of  taxing  a 
man  worth  §20,000  more  in  proportion  to  his 
wealth  is  an  unjust  one.  I  have  no  interest  in  it 
myself.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  will 
hurt  me;  but  I  see  no  reason  why  a  man  should 
be  punished  in  this  way  because  he  is  rich.  If 
he  is  worth  over  a  million  dollars  we  might  as 
well  provide  that  the  Government  shall  take  the 
surplus. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  an  amendment  pro 
forma.  I  do  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what 
the  present  law  upon  thisi  subject,  is.  Tlie  old 
law  reads  as  follows: 

"  Sec.  90.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be 
levied,  collected,  and  paid  annually,  upon  the  annual  gains, 
profits,  or  income  of  every  person  residiJig  in  Ihe  United 
States,  whether  derived  from  any  kind  of  property,  rents, 
interest,  dividends,  salaries,  or  from  any  profession,  trade, 
employment,  or  vocation,  carried  on  in  the  United  States 
or  elsewhere,  or  from  any  other  source  whatever,  except 
as  hereinafter  mentioned,  if  such  annual  gains,  profits,  or 
income  exceed  the  sum  of  $600  and  do  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  ,510,000,  a  duty  of  three  per  cent,  on  the  amoiint^of  such 
annual  gains,  profits,  or  income  over  and  above  the  said 
sum  of  $600;  if  said  income  exceeds  the  sum  of  $10,000 
a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  thereof  exceeding 
$600;  and  upon  the  ar^nual  gains,  profits,  or  income,  rents, 
and  dividends  accruing  upon  any  property,  securities,  and 
stocks  owned  in  the  United  States  by  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  residing  abroad,  except  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, and  not  in  the  employment  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  there  shall  be  levied, collected, and  paid 
a  duly  of  five  per  cent." 

Now,  I  very  well  remember  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  were  just  as  tenaciously 
in  favor  of  that  section  during  the  last  Congress 
as  they  now  are  in  favor  of  the  section  which 
they  have  now  reported. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  committee  originally  re- 
ported a  proposition  precisely  like  that  which  the 
gentlema-n  from  Maine  has  just  offered.  They 
were  going  to  punish  the  rich  men  then,  biit  not 
quite  as  badly. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  the  committee  have 
been  growing  worse  instead  of  better. 

Mr.  HOOFER.  That  bill  was  passed  in  the 
House  with  a  provision  making  the  tax  three  per 
cent.  The  additional  tax  was  put  on  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  proposition  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  almost 
exactly  like  the  one  just  oftered  by  the  gentlumaii 
from  N('w  York. 

Mr.  PIKE.  The  House  sent  tlie  bill  to  the 
Senate  with  seven  and  n  half  per  cent.  (ax. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  bilLsent  to  theSenate.was 
almost  in  the  /'orni  i>f  ihe  nniiiidinent  offered  by 


the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  has  been  getting  worse.  J 
hope  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  No  one  doubts  our  constitu- 
tional power  to  levy  this  tax,  and  the  question  is 
one  merely  of  policy  in  relation  to  revenue.  Ex- 
perience under  the  provisions  of  the  old  act  on 
this  subject  shows  that  people  who  are  taxed  un- 
equally on  their  incomes  regard  themselves  as 
being  unjustly  treated  ,and  seek  all  manner  of  ways 
and  means  to  evade  it.  This  inequality  is  in  fact  no 
less  than  a,  confiscation  of  property ,  because  one 
man  happens  to  have  a  little  more  money  than 
another.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  largest  amount  of  revenue 
from  this  source,  concluded  to  recommend  the 
raising  the  entire  income  tax  to  five  per  cent.  I 
think  that  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  coun- 
try than  any  other  arrangement. 

Mr.  WlLSON.  I  withdraw  my  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GillNNELL.  I  renew  it.  1  had  drawn 
u|)  an  amendment  which  I  desired  to  present  for 
the  action  of  the  committee  before  iheamendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  It 
was  to  insert  after  the  word  "dollars,"  in  the 
twelfth  line,  the  follov;ing: 

And  not  exceeding  .$5,000,  and  a  duty  of  eight  per  cent, 
upon  any  sum  above  $5,000  and  not  exceeding  $10,000,  and 
a  duty  often  per  cent,  upon  any  sum  above  $10,000. 

The  principle  has  been  allowed  as  good  law-,  as 
a  similar  provision  is  contained  in  the  present  law; 
but  I  am  opposed  to  any  discrimination,  unless 
there  is  something  that  looks  like  meting  out 
justice  to  all  parties  who  must  pay  this  tax.  If 
you  mean  to  say  in  the  first  place  that  §600  shall 
be  exempt  because  it  embraces  a  class  who  can 
live  within  that  suni,  I  think  you  should  raise 
this  amount  to  §1,000  or  more,  because  but  very 
few  can  live  witliin  §600  having  the  responsibility 
of  a  family. 

But  I  am  in  favorof  increasing  the  tax  enlarge 
incomes.  Why.'  Because  it  comes  to  my  ear 
in  this  House  that  a  gentleman  from  one  of  our 
cities  acknowledges  his  annual  income  to  be  over 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  it  was  his  opinion 
that  twenty  per  cent,  was  not  too  high  for  him 
to  pay. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  him  whether  he  will  concede  that  be- 
cause he  has  six  thousand  sheep  we  may  tax  hint^ 
a  higher  rate  than  W'e  do  the  man  who  has  only 
six  hundred  ? 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  am  making  no  allusion 
or  reference  to  sheep  or  anything  else,  nor  is  this 
the  place  to  notice  the  iniimation.  1  am  speaking 
for  justice  in  this  regard.  I  say,  that  a  man  who 
has  an  income  of  over  ten  ihoiisand  dollars  should 
be  required  to  live  out  of  that  income  in  lime  of 
war,  and  not  be  able  to  lay  aside  momj  than  ninety 
percent,  of  hisincomeand  to  pay  only  ten  percent, 
of  it  to  the  Government,  is  only  reasonable.  They; 
do  not  contribute  to  the  Gov(-rnmeiit  a  prop(niion 
anything  like  that  paid  by  those  who  are  worth  a 
less  sum  of  money  who  have  gone  into  our  Army. 

My  proposition  is  that  you  shall  increase  the 
maximum  of  the  sum  to  be  exempt  above  §600, 
and  then  go  to  the  Astors  and  Stewarts  and  other 
rich  men  of  the  country  and  ask  them  if  in  the 
midst  of  a  war  it  is  unreasonable  to  limit  them,  in 
the  sum  lo  be  laid  away,  to  ninety  per  cent,  of 
their  income.  I  submit  if  they  are  patriots  and 
willing  to  share  in  the  expenses  of  this  war  ilicy 
will  be  willing  lo  do  it  and  be  thankful  for  ninety 
per  cent.  It  is  my  proposition  that  all  who  have 
an  income  exceeding  §10,000  shall  pay  ten  jier 
cent,  of  that  income  to  the  Government,  and  allow 
them  to  lay  away  for  their  children  ninety  [lercenl. 
lo  waste  or  perhaps  quarrel  over.  1  could  not  in 
justice  to  myself  and  lo  our  country  a"dvocate  any- 
"ihingelsein  this  time  of  high  living  for  the  masses; 
and  if  gentlemen  demand  to  sustain  our  credit 
and  [irosecule  the  war  with  success,  I  could  not 
advocate  anything  else  in  justice  to  the  midille 
classes  in  this  country,  and  I  ask  fora  small  class 
that  if  their  incomes  exceed  §5,000  they  shall  pay 
eight  percent.,  and  if  their  incomes  exceed  §10,000 
that  tiiey  shall  pay  ten  per  cent.  It  is  time  ihnt 
extravf\gancc  in  gewgaws,  snobbishness  in  dis- 
play, and  that  large  class  whose  great  care  is  to 
safely  compound  their  hundreds  of  Ihou.sand.'?, 
should  feel  that  there  is  war  and  a  deinaiid  which 
Ihey  have  not  yet  felt  on  their  purses  and  on  their 
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patriotism,  wliich  in  many  cases  Ims  been  but 
poDrly  acktitiwlii(]}i;c(i.  To  equalize  burdens  and 
mete  equal  jusiioe  is  the  purpose  of  my  amend- 
ment. Let  colossal  wealth,  protected,  meet  the 
full  share  of  burdens,  which  are  lighter  in  this 
country  tlian  in  any  other  civilized  country  in 
time  of  war. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  1  hope,  Mi',  ehairttian, 
that  it  will  not  be  rcj^arded  as  an  expression  of  any 
desire  to-avoid  the  imposition  of  taxes  in  every 
proper  way  fi>r  a  member  to  I'ise  here  to  protest 
against  the  discrimination  which  is  now  proposed 
to  be  made  in  levying  this  tax.  I  submit  tliut 
practically  it  has  been  shown  that  this  policy  of 
discriminating  in  taxing  incomes  has  worked 
more  injustice  and  that  more  difficulty  has  arisen 
in  its  collection  than  under  all  the  other  apparatus 
of  the  national  tax  law. 

Now,  there  are  in  my  district  only  forty  indi- 
'vidiials  who  pay  an  inconie  on  $10,000  arid  over; 
and  a  friend  of  min(;  sat  down  with  me  and  we 
counted  up  one  liundred  men  in  the  city  of  Troy, 
where  I  reside,  without  going  out  into  the  rest 
pf  the  district,  who  we  Icnew,  as  well  as  we  can 
know  anything,  werein  the  receipt,  not  only  of 
over  ten  thousand  dollars,  but  many  of  them  of 
two  or  three  times  that  amount.  Now,  the  great 
inequality  and  injustice  and  difficulty  that  liave 
grown  out  of  the  collection  of  the  income  tax  has 
resulted  from  this  discrimination.  Jt  holds  out  an 
inducement  to  men  to  commit  frauds. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  whatever  rate  may  be 
decided  on  it  will  be  a  uniform  rate,  and  ypon  the 
entire  income,  and  not  upon  the  excess. 

JMr.  GRINNELL.  1  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut.  I  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  so  as  to  provide  for  a  duty  of  eight 
per  cent,  upon  all  incomes  exceeding  ^600.  I 
very  much  dislike  the  discrimination  provided  for 
in  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.  [Mr.  Frank.]  In  my  judgment  it  is 
wrong.  The  first  duty  of  this  Congress  is  to  do 
right,  and  its  second  duty  is  to  endeavor  to  give 
the  public  satisfiyition.  There  is  no  so  popular 
or  just  a  mode  of  replenishing  our  revenue  as  a 
tax  on  incomes. 

The  amendment  which  I  propose  would  seem 
to  be  just  and  entirely  equal,  and  would  seem  to 
accord  with  the  views  and  notions  of  the  people 
of  the  country  as  they  have  ever  bee*i  expressed 
heretofore.  By  the  billas  it  stands  the  poor  man 
is  required  to  pay  nothing  and  the  man  of  mod- 
erate means  little  or  nothing,  while  the  wealth  of 
the  country  is  taxed  for  the  purpose  of  revenue. 
I  certainly  can  see  no  reason  why  thatlarge  class 
of  people  whose  incomes  range  between  !|600 
and  $10,000  should  be  permitted  to  escape  this 
additional  tax  of  eight  or  ten  per  cent.,  and  I 
hope  that  this  amendment  v/ill  meet  witli  favor 
from  the  House. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  rise  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. I  oppose  it  because  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Frank]  wliich  proposes  to  graduate 
this  duty  upon  incomes.  1  cart  see  no  injustice 
in  thus  graduating  the  tax.  If  I  understand  the 
matter  correctly  the  man  with  an  income  of  $1,000, 
every  dollar  of  which  may  be  needed  for  the  ne- 
cessary exfiensesof  himself  and  his  family,. pays 
on  that  $1,000  the  same  tax,  as  far  as  that  sum 
goes,  as  the  most  wealthy  man.  They  travel  to- 
gether so  far  as  the  iirsl  $1,000  is  concerned,  but 
when  the  income  rises  to  $5,000  or  $10,000,  or 
$20,000,  and  so  on,  then  the  tax  is  to  be  imposed 
upon  the  excess. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  in  hisjudgment  there  are  notavast  num- 
ber of  men  who  are  richer  on  an  income  of  $1,000 
than  others  who  have  eight  or  ten  thousand  .' 

Mr.  SPALDING.  Infinitely  more  so.  But 
I  was  about  to  show  the  reason  why  we  should 
put  a  tax  upon  this  excess.  Do  we  not  tux  lux- 
uries, imported  wines,  and  liquors,  and  silks,  and 
broadcloths  to  a  greater  extent  than  we  lax  the 
ordinary  necessaries  of  life?  Everybody  admits 
it;  and  why?  Because  the  cOTisumption  is  with 
those  who  are  able  to  pay.  The  rich  consume 
these  hi^h-priced  wines,  these  high-priced  silks, 
these  India  shawls,  and  lh(!y  ran  pay  the  tax  upon 
thini.  And  how  is  it  with  the  incomes?  VViien 
they  go  beyond  $20,000  or  j^50,000  is  it  not  the 
class  of  persons  who  pay  ilie  iHxea  on  luxuries? 


Most  assuredly.  The  same  principle  applies  in 
one  Case  as  in  the  other. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Mew 
York,  and  we  hear  all  round,  that  if  we  undertake 
to  tax  these  large  incomesover  and  abovethe  tax 
we  levy  on  moderate  means,  the  tax  will  be 
evaded;  that  is,  these  rich  men  if  we  fex  them 
more  than  they  want  to  pay  will  make  false  affi- 
davits and  returns.  Well,  sir,  we  will  provide 
puivishments  for  ilmt  class  of  men,  which  will 
bring  them  under  the  yoke. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 
'     Mr.  MORRILL.     I  move  that  the  committee 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  debate  upon  this 
paragraph. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washbitrne,  of  Illi- 
nois, reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  Union  generally  under consideratioiiiand 
particularly  House  bill  No.  405,  to  provide  in- 
ternal revenue  to  support  the  Government,  to  pay 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  had  conrie  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  all  debate  upon 
the  paragraph  under  consideration  in  committee 
be  closed  in  one  minute  after  the  committee  shall 
again  resume  its  consideration. 

'"Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  desire  to 
say  I  shall  wish  again  to  renew  the  amendment 
suggested  by  me  in  committee, and  I  wish  permis- 
sion to  have  a  letter  read  upon  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  This  will  not  preclude  the 
offering  of  aiilendments,  but  I  would  again  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  his 
amendment  would  more  properly  come  in  at  the 
end  of  the  next  section. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  Well,  sir, 
if  I  should  desire  to  renew  my  amendment  to  this 
section,  I  shall  desire  permission  to  have  a  letter 
read  upon  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Very  well. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TIIE^^RESIDENT. 

A  message  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Nicolat, 
his  Private  Secretary. 

INTERNAL  REVENUE   BILL AGAIN. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  now  move  to  go  into  Com- 
rnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  rnotion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Washburne,  of 
Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumedihe  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  405)  to  pro- 
vide internal  revenue  to  support  the  Government, 
to  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other 
purposes;  the  pending  question  being  on  the 
amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Con- 
necticut, to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Frank. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.     I    move    to   amend    the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  latter  clause,  pro- 
viding the  rate  of  duty  for  incomes  over  $25,000. 
Theamendment  to  thearnendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  l.mow  renew  my  amend- 
ment, read  some  minutes  since,  as  a  substitute  for 
the  ameiidmentof  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  amendment," 

Mr.  FRANK  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Frank  and 
Fenton  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
I — ayes'seventy-three;  a  further  count  not  having 
been  demanded. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  in  line 
three,  section  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  "  taxes"  the  words  "  other 
than  income,  "and  to  strike  out  the  word  "other" 
where  it  occurs  in  the  preceding  line. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  aWiehd  iii  line 
eleven  of  the  same  section;  I  move  to  insertiifier 
"  Congress"  the  words  "  above  the  sum  of  $C00." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  ' 


Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  amend  in  line 
eighteen,  same  section,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"  hereinbefore"  and  inserting  the  word  "here- 
inafter." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.- MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  in  line 
twenty-one,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  not  ex- 
ceeding" and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"  in  excess  of,"  and  also  to  strike  out  "  and"  iri 
line  twetity. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  also  move  to  amend  in  line 
twenty-two,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  when 
exceeding  the  sum  of  $200,  the  excess." 

The  portion  of  the  section  amended  would  then 
read  : 

Sec.  115.  ^mUic  it  further  enacted,  That  in  estimating 
tlie  annual  gains,  pnitits,  or  income  of  any  person,  all  na- 
tional, Stall!,  .ilid  irniuicipal  taxes,  oilier  than  income,  law- 
I'nlly  ass(.'.<.siMt  within  the  year  upon  the  pioprrly  or  oilier 
sources  of  income  of  any  person,  as  aforesaid,  from  wliich 
said  annual  jjaiiis,  [iroiits,  or  income  has  been  derived,  shall 
be  deducted  from  ihe  ?ains,  profits,  or  income  of  ihe  person 
who  has  actually  paid  the  same,  whether  owner,  tenant,  or 
inortgaiiier  ;  also  ihe  salary  or  pay  received  as  an  officer  in 
Ihe  civil,  military,  naval,  or  fltiier  service  of  the  United 
States,  including  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Delegates 
ill  Congress,  above  tlie  sum  of  $600  ;  and  there  also  shall 
he  deducted  the  income  derived  from  dividends  on  shai-ca 
in  thecapiial  stock  of  any  bank,  trust  company.^  savings  in- 
stitution, insurance  or  railroad  company,  and  the  interest  on 
any  bonds  or  other  evidenccs"of  liidehtediiess  of  any  cail- 
roait  company,  which  shall  be  assessed  and  paid  by  said 
banks,  trust  companies,  savings  insiitutioiiS;  insurance  and 
railroad  companies,'  as  hereinafter  provided;  also  the 
amount  paid  tiy  any  person  for  the  rent  of  the  homestead 
used  or  occupied  by  himself  or  his  family,  not  exceeding 
$200,  the  annual  rental  value  of  any  homestead  in  excess 
of  $200  used  or  occupied  by  any  sucli  person  or  by  his  fam- 
ily, in  his  own  rigluorin  the  righlofhis  wife,  ani^hall  be 
included  and  assessed  as  part  of  the  income  of  suc^^erson 
for  each  year. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  to  the  con- 
dition in  v/hich  the  sectioi\  now  stands.  1  be- 
lieve that  under  a  proper  construction  of  these  two 
clauses  of  the  biU,  one  commencing  in  the  eigh- 
teenth line  of  page  156,  and  the  other  commencing 
in  line  twenty-six  of  the  next  page,  a  person  who 
receives  a  salary  of  $1,000,  and  hires  a  house  for 
which  he  pays  $200  rent,  when  considered  in  re- 
lation to  another  person  who  receives  the  same 
salary  and  lives  in  a  house  which  he  himself  owns, 
but  the  rental  value  of  which  is  $200,  would  be 
the  tax  on  $200  worse  off.  The  effect  would  be 
that  the  man  who  hires  a  house  for  $200  a  year 
would  not  be  exempt  on  that  amount,  while  the 
man  who  owns  his  house  would  be  exempt,  which 
1  think  he  ought  not  to  be. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  If  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusets  will  yield  a  moment  for  explanation, 
I  desire  to  say  that  the  purpose  of  the  committee 
is  to  secuie  exemption  on  a  homestead  to  the  ex- 
tent of  $200  rental.  Where  the  man  pays  out  the 
rent  it  is  granted,  and  where  he  owns  the  house 
it  is  granted  to  the  extent  of  the  value  of  $200  a 
year  rental.  That  was  the  object  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  I  think  that  object  is  accomplished  by  the 
section  as  now  amended. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  For  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling me  to  say  a  word  further  I  will  move  to 
amend  by  inserting"  $100"  instead  of  "  $200." 

My  point  is  this:  that  if  a  person  owns  a  house 
the  rental  value  of  which  is  $200,  there  is  so  mucl~ 
profit;  there  is  ah  income  on  that  property  on 
which  he  resides  to  that  extent.  Now,  suppose 
that  person  chooses  to  abandon  his  own  house, 
let  it  for  $200  a  year,  and  hire  a  house,  he  will 
then  enjoy  the  income  of  $200  on  his  house  and 
get  an  exemption  of  the  $200  rent  he  pays  on  the 
house  wliere  he  lives.  In  other  words,  he  will 
be  taxed  $200  less  than  he  would  have  been  had  he 
occupied  liis  own  house. 

I  have  examined  this  section  carefully,  and  I 
cannot  give  it  any  other  construction  than  that  it 
will  place  the  man  who  owns  the  house  he  resides 
in  the  tax  on  $200  better  off  than  the  man  who 
hires  a  house,  i  withdraw  my  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

The  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Morrill 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move  to 
amend  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  one  hundred 
and  fifteenth  section  as  follows: 

Provided,  That  net  profits  realized  by  sales  made  since 
Ihe  pas-age  of  the  acts  lo  w4lich  this  is  sup|)lementary  upon 
invesimeuts  inude  prior  thereto  shall  not  be  chargeable  as 
Income, iiiirshall  lossci  su^titined  by  invustnicnt«  i-inillartjr 
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made  be  diiliicicd  from  the  income  of  the  year  in  wliich 
they  are  ascirinimd. 

I  desire  to  have  the  letter  read  this  morning 
from  tlio  Comniissioncr  of  Iiiteriuil  Revenue  again 
read. 

The  Ch'rk  again  read  the  letter. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  now  send 
up  a  leiter  1  have  received  from  one  of  my  con- 
stituents, and  ask  to  have  it  read.  1  think  it  is  a 
complete  answer  to  the  argument  of  the  Commis- 
sioner. 

Tlie  Clerk  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

E.VSTON,  ^pril  20,  1864. 

Deaii  .Sir:  I  do  not  want  to  occupy  too  much  of  your 
time  in  |,'ilting  opinions  or  decisions  on  the  income  lax 
law,  so  suscr'ptible  of  great  dittercucesi  of  opinion  even  by 
the  framers  of  it. 

Li'i  mitcite  a  case  pro  and  con.,  divested  of  all  superfluous 
or  inlricale  matter. 

Supposing  in  184)  a  person  bouaht  one  hundred  shares 
of  Easion  bank  stock  at  forty  dollars  per  share,  and  sold 
tliiMii,  fur  instance,  to-day  at  eighly-five  dollars,  leaving  a 
profit  of  forty-five  dollars  per  share,  is  the  ;J'4,500  profit  sub- 
ject to  income  la.\.'  And  supposing  in  1844  a  person  bought 
two  hundnd  shares  of  I'acker  Vein  Coal  Company's  siuck 
at  foriy  dollars  per  share,  and  it  sells,  as  it  did  a  few  days 
a20,  at  three  cents  per  share,  is  the  loss  of  ,§8,000  to  be  de- 
ducted Irom  tlie  amount  subject  to  income  tax.'  J  contend 
thai  in  the  first  place  the  law  was  never  intended  to  be  in- 
definitely relrospeclive  in  its  operations,  aiid,  admitting 
that  it  was,  ii  must  be  equally  so  to  the  reduction  of  losses 
as  the  addition  of  profits.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  inten- 
tion of  the  iaw  was  to  tax  aU  income  derived  from  buying 
and  selling  of  from,  say  the  31st  day  of  December,  186<5,  to 
the  1st  of  January,  lbC5,  and  was  not  intended  to  act  re- 
trospi'ctively  on  eitlier  profits  or  losses.  If  tlie  law  adinitg 
the  bringing  up  of  losses  as  an  oH'set  to  profits,  I  have  two 
old  ledgers  that  would  almost  move  the  advocates  of  the 
bankrupt  law  of  1837  to  tears  if  iliey  possess  any  of  the  milk 
of  human  kindness,  which  is  donbtlul. 

1  remain  yours,  respectfully, . 

Hon.  j^oiiNsoN. 

The  amend  nient  waa  di.Siigreed   to. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  tnove  to  amend  by 
striking  out  from  the  word  "also,"  in  the  eighth 
litie  of  the  section, /t)  and  including  the  word 
"Congress,"  in  the  eleventh  line,  as  follows: 

Also  tlie  salary  or  pay  received  as  an  oflicer  in  the  civil, 
military,  naval,  or  other  service  of  the  United  States,  in 
eluding  Senators,  Ilepresentatives,  and  Delegates  inCon- 
gress. 

The  members  of  the  committee  will  observe 
by  the  eotitext,  in  what  precedes  the  woi-ds  I 
have  proposed  to  strike  out,  that  in  assessing  this 
income  tax  the  salaries  of  members  of  Congress 
and  of  military  and  naval  officers  are  not  to  be 
taken  into  consideiation.  The  clause  immedi- 
ately preceding  is  as  follows: 

That  in  estimating  the  annual  gains,  profits, or  income  of 
any'pi'rson,  all  other  national.  State,  and  municipal  taxes 
lawfully  assessed  within  the  year  upon  the  property  or 
other  sources  of  income  of  any  person,  as  aforesaid,  Irom 
which  said  annual  gains,  profits,  or  income  .has  been  de- 
rived, sliall  be  deducted  Irom  the  gains,  profits,  or  income 
of  the  person  who  has  actually  paid  the  same,  whether 
owner,  tenant,  or  mortgager. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  these  salaries  ought  not  to 
be  exempt. 

Mr.  WILSON.  If  the  gentleman  strikes  that 
out  members  will  be  taxed  twice.  The  bill  pro- 
vide.s  for  withholding  the  tax  when  the  Senator, 
Member,  or  Deli.'gate  is  paid. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  ask  that  members 
of  Congress  shall  be  placed  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  all  other  men. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  They  are  so  placed  now.  I 
refer  tlie  gentleman  to  the  language  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTIL  1  have  looked  at  the 
langmigi;  of  the  bill,  and  that  does  not  do  it.  if 
the  aigumenl  is  that  this  bill  does  not  repeal  the 
old  law,  then  i  say  that  it  leaves  members  of  Con- 
gress subject  to  three  per  cent,  lax  instead  of  five 
per  cent.  What  I  desire  is  that  by  the  terms  of 
this  bill  members  of  Congress  shall  be  placed  upon 
the  same  footing  as  other  men. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  call  the  gentleman's  at- 
tention to  the  following: 

Sec.  12-2.  Jiud  he  it  fitrtlter  enacted,  That  there  uhall  be 
levied,  colh'cted,  and  ptiid  on  all  salarie.sof  orticers,or  pay- 
menis  to  persons  in  the  civil,  military,  naval,  or  oilier  em 
ploynienl  or  service  of  the  United  Slates,  including  Sen- 
ator.-* and  [tipresi/nlativi.'saiid  Delegates  in  Congress,  wlien 
exceeding  llic  rate  of  .5'600  per  annum,  a  duty  of  five  per 
cent,  on  the  ex<:e!iis above  the  said  .'JGOO;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  all  payinusters  and  all  disbursing  othcers  undierthc 
Governniimtol  the  Uniti'il  Stales,  or  in  the  employ  thereof, 
will  11  making  any  payments  loollieers  and  persons  as  afore- 
iinld,  or  upon  srtllliig  and  ndjiisting  the  accounts  of  such 
officers  and  persons,  to  drdiiet  and  withhold  the  aforesaid 
duty  of  live  per  eeiii..  and  nliall,  at  tlii^  same  time,  make  a 
crrtifieate  ^latlng  the  iiaiiie  of  tlie  ollicer  or  per.fon  from 
whom  feueh  deduction  was  made,  and  the  amoiint  tli<;reof, 
whieli  shall  be  irnni^mllted  to  ilin  office  of  tin!  Coninilit- 


sioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  and  entered  as  part  of  the  in- 
ternal duties;  and  the  pay-roll,  receipts,  or  account  of 
ofiicjirs  or  persons  paying  such  duty  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
made  to  exhibit  the  fact  of  such  payment. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  did  notsee  thatsec- 
tion,  and  1  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  KtASSON.  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  reserve,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering it  more  carefully,  a  provision  in  refer- 
ence to  the  division  of  incomes  among  members 
of  families,  providing  that  only  one  deduction 
shall  be  made  in  the  same  family.  It  needs  care- 
ful revision,  and  I  ask  to  have  the  privilege  to 
submit  it  hereafter. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  consent  was  gran  ted 
accordingly. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"or  railroad  companies."  This  section  author- 
izes the  exemption  of  shares  of  railroad  compa- 
nies. A  former  section  authorized  railroad  com- 
panies to  transfer  taxes  paid  by  them. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  These  are  the  dividends  on 
which  the  tax  is  paid  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Internal  Revenue.  It  is  thougiit  better  that  the 
Government  should  collect  this  in  a  lump  rather 
than  it  should  be  distributed. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  If  I  understand  the  previous 
section  in  relation  to  railroad  companies,  they  are 
authorized  to  transfer  to  passengers  and  ihose  for 
whom  they  transport  freight  the  taxes  imposed 
upon  them. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  That  is  a  different  thing. 
That  is  in  relation  to  the  business  of  railroad 
companies.  We  propose  to  tax  i-ailroad  compa- 
nies not  only  upon  their  business  but  upon  their 
annual  profits  or  dividends. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  With  that  explanation  I  with- 
draw my  amendment. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  insert  after  the  word 
"  deducted  "  the  words  "  in  additioti  to 
that  it  will  read: 

Sec.  115.  .^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  estimating 
the  annual  gains,  profits,  or  income  of  any  person,  all  other 
national,  State,  and  municipal  taxes  lawfully  assessed 
within  the  year  upon  tke  property  or  other  sources  of  in- 
come of  any  person,  a^foresaid,  from  which  said  annual 
gains,  profits,  or  income  has  been  derived,  shall  be  de- 
ducted, in  addition  to  $600,  from  the  gains,  profits,  or  in- 
come of  the  person  who  has  actually  paid  the  same,  whether 
owner,  tenant,  or  mortgager;  &e. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  woi-d 
"  or  "  and  insert  after  the  word  "  railroad  "  the 
words  "canal,  turnpike,  or  canal  navigation,"  so 
thai  It  will  read: 

And  there  also  shall  be  deducted  the  income  derived  from 
dividends  on  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  any  bank,  trust 
company,  savii^s  institution,  insurance,  railroad,  canal, 
turnpike,  or  canal  navigation  company. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

And  the  interest  on  any  bonds  or  other  evidences  of  in- 
dcbtednessofaiiy  railroad  company, which  shall  be  assessed 
and  paid  by  said  banks,  trust  companies,  savings  institu- 
tions, insurance  and  railroad  companies,  as  hereinbefore 
provided. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  the  same  amendment, 
to  come  in  before  the  word  "companies." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  116.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  all  persons  ol  lawful  age,  and  all  guardians  and 
trustees,  whether  such  trustees  are  so  by  virtue  of  their 
olhce  as  executors,  administrators,  or  in  other  fiduciary 
capacity,  to  make  a  list  or  return  underoathoraffirmatioii, 
in  such  form  and  mannerasmay  be  prescribed  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Internal  Revenue,  to  the  assistant  assessor  of 
the^dislrict  in  which  he  resides,  of  the  amoiiut  of  his  or  her 
income,  or  the  income  of  such  minors  or  persons  as  may 
be  held  in  trust  as  atbresaid,  according  to  the  requirements 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  stating  the  sources  from  which 
said  income  isderived,  whetiier  Irom  any  kind  of  property, 
or  the  purchase  and  sale  of  property,  rents,  interest,  divi- 
dends, salaries,  or  from  any  profession,  trade,  employment 
or  vocation  or  otherwise ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  re- 
liisal  to  make  such  return,  the  assessor  or  assistant  assessor 
shall  assess  the  amount  of  Ills  or  her  income,  and  proceed 
thereafter  to  collect  the  duty  thereon  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  provided  for  in  other  cases  of  neglect  and  relusal  to 
furnish  lists  or  returns  in  the  general  provisions  of  tliis 
act,  where  not  otherwise  incompatible,  and  the  assistant 
assessor  may  increase  the  amount  of  the  list  or  return,  or 
of  any  party  making  such  return,  if  he  shall  be  saiistied 
that  the  same  is  understated  ;  &c. 

Mr,  MORRILL.     I  move  to  insert  before  the 
word  "  proceed  "the  words  "  the  collector  shall;" 
and  to  ."Strike  out  the  words  "  to  collect  the  duty 
thereon." 
.  I'he  amendment  wan  agreed  to. 


The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

ProvuUd,  That  any  party,  in  his  or  her  own  behalf,  or  as 
guardian  or  trustee,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  permitted  to  de- 
clare, under  oath  or  affirmation,  the  form  and  maiiper  of 
which  shall  be  prescribed  by  theCommissioner  of  Internal 
Revenue,  that  he  or  she  was  not  possessed  of  an  income  of 
$600,  liable  to  be  assessed  according  to  the  provisions  of 
tills  act,  or  may  declare  that  he  or  she  has  been  assessed 
elsewhere  in  tlie  same  year  for  an  income  duty,  under  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  and  shall  thereupon  be  exempt 
from  income  duty  in  said  district!;  &c. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
woids  "same  year  for"  the  words  "and  has 
paid." 

The  ainendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Or,  if  the  list  or  return  of  any  party  shall  have  been  in- 
creased by  the  assistant  assessor,  in  manner  as  aforesaid, 
such  party  may  he  permitted  to  declare,  under  oath  or  alRrm- 
ation,  the  amount  of  annual  income,  or  the  amount  lield  in 
trust,  as  aforesaid,  liable  to  be  assessed,  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
the  same,  so  declared,  shall  be  received  as  true,  and  as  the" 
sum  upon  which  duties  are  to  be  assessed  and  collected, 
except  that  tlie  deductions  claimed  in  such  cases  shall  not 
be  made  or  allowed  ;  &.C. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  before  the 
words  "as  true"  the  woids  "by  such  assistant 
assessor." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows  : 

Sec.  117.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  duties  on 
incomes  herein  imposed  shall  be  levied  on  the  1st  day  of 
May,  and  be  due  and  payable  on  or  before  the  30tli  day  of 
June,  in  each  year,  until  and  including  the  year  1870,  and 
no  longer;  and  to  any  sum  or  sums  annually  due  and  un- 
paid for  thirty  days  alter  theSOtli  of  Juiie,as  aforesaid,  and 
for  ten  drtys  after  demanil  thereof  by  the  collector,  there 
shall  be  levied  in  addition  thereto  the  sum  of  five  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  of  duties  unpaid,  as  a  penalty,  except  from 
the  estates  of  deceased  ami  insolvent  persons;  and  if  any 
person  liable  to  pay  such  duly  shall  neglector  refuse  to  pay 
the  same,  after  such  demand,  the  amount  due  shall  be  a 
lien  in  favor  of  the  United  States  irom  the  time  it  was  so 
due  until  paid,  with  the  interest,  penalties,  and  costs  that 
may  accrue  in  addition  thereto,  upon  all  the  property,  and 
rights  to  property,  suicks,  securities,  and  debts  of  every 
duscription,  from  which  the  gains,  profits,  and  income  upon 
which  said  duty  is  assessed  or  levied  shall  have  accrued; 
and  in  default  of  tlie  payment  of  said  duly  aforesaid,  said 
lien  may  be  enforced  by  distraint  upon  such  property, 
riglits  to  properly,  stocks, securities,  and  evidences  of  debt, 
by  wliomsoever  holden  ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  collector, 
after  demands  duly  given,  as  aforesaid,  shall  issue  a  war- 
rant in  form  and  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Coininis- 
sioiier  of  Internal  Revenue,  under  the  directions  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  virtue  of  such  warrant 
there  maybe  levied  on  such  property,  riglits  to  propeity, 
stocks,  securities,  and  evidences  of  debt,  a  further  sum,  to 
be  fixed  and  stated  in  such  warrant,  over  and  above  the 
said  annual  duty,  interest,  and  penalty  for  non-payment, 
sutiicient  for  tTie  fees  and  expenses  of  such  levy.  And  in 
all  cases  of  sale,  as  aforesaid,  the  certificate  of  such  sale 
by  the  collector  shall  vest  in  the  purchaser  all  right,  title, 
and  interest  of  such  delinquent  in  and  to  such  property, 
whether  the  property  be  real  or  personal ;  and  wliere  Uie 
suliject  of  sale  shall  be  stocks,  the  certificate  of  said  sale 
shall  be  lawful  authority  and  notice  to  the  proper  corpora- 
tion, company,  or  association,  to  record  the  same  on  the 
books  or  records,  in  the  same  manner  as  iT'  transferred  or 
assigned  by  the  person  or  party  holding  the  same,  to  issue 
new  certificates  of  stock  therefor  in  lieu  ol'  any  original 
or  prior  certificates,  vvhicli  shall  be  void  wliether  canceled 
or  not;  and  said  certificates  ofsaleof  the  collector, where 
the  suliject  of  sale  shall  be  securities  or  other  evidences  of 
debt,  shall  be  good  and  valiU  receipts  to  the  perscm  hold- 
ing the  same,  as  against  any  person  holding,  or  claiming  to 
hold,  possession  of  such  securities  or  otlier  evidences  of 
debt. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  "and  rights  to  property,  stocks,  securi- 
ties, and  debts  of  every  description,  from  wliich 
the  gains,  profits,  and  income  upon  which  said 
duty  i.s  assessed  or  levied  sliall  iiave  accrued;" 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "belonging  to  such 
persons." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Section  one  hundred  and  eijfhteen  wasreod,  as 
follows: 

.^iu(  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  levied  and 
collected  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  dividends  in  scrip 
or  money  tliereafter  declared  due,  and  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  payable,  to  stockholders,  policy-holders,  or  de- 
positors, as  part  of  the  earniiijjs,  iiicoiiie,  or  gains  of  any 
bank,  trust  company,  savings  institution,  and  of  any  lire, 
marine,  life,  inland,  stock,  or  mutual  insnranee  cmnpany, 
under  whatever  name  or  style  kiKiwn  or  called,  in  the  Uiii- 
Kul  Statisor  Territories,  whether  s[ieciiilly  incorporated  or 
existing  under  general  laws,  and  on  all  undistribnledsums, 
or  sums  made  or  added  during  the  year  to  llieir  surplus  or 
contingent  funds;  and  said  banks, trust eoinpanles, savings 
institutions,  and  insurance  companies,  shall  pay  the  said 
duty,  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  deduct  and  withhold 
from  all  payments  made  on  account  of  any  dividends  or 
sums  of  money  that  may  be  due  and  payable  as  aforesaid, 
the  said  duty  of  five  per  cent.  And  a  list  or  return  shall  be 
made  and  rendered,  and  \\w.  amount  of  the  diuv  shall  be 
paid,  to  the  collector  of  the  district  willlin  thirty  d.iys  alter 
the  lime  when  any  dividends  or  siim»  of  money  become  due 
or  p:iyablc  as  aforesaid  ;  and  .said  list  or  return  shall  con- 
tain a  true  and  I'nitlil'ul  accnunt  of  the  amount  of  dutieH  as 
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aforesaid;  and  there  shall  be  annexed  thereto  a  declaration 
of  the  president,  casliier,  or  treasurer  of  tlie  hanli,  trust 
oouipaiiy,  savings  institution,  or  hisurance  company,  under 
oath  or  affirmation,  in  form  and  manner  as  iriay  be  pre- 
scribed by  tlic  (.'ommissionerof  Internal  Revenue, that  the 
same  contains  a  true  and  faithful  account  of  the  duties  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  for  any  default  in  the  making  or  rendering 
of  such  list  or  return  will)  such  declaration  annexed,  the 
bank,  trust  company,  savings  institution,  or  insurance  com- 
pany, making  such  default,  shall  forfeit  as' a  penalty  the 
sum  of  $500;  and  in  case  of  any  such  default  in  making 
or  rendering  said  list  or  reiurn,orof  any  defiult  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duty  as  required,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  the  duty  and  the  liens,  penal- 
tics,  and  forfeitures  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  general 
provisions  of  law  in  other  cases  of  neglect  and  refusal : 
Provided,  That  the  duty  upon  the  dividends  of  life  insur- 
ance cojDpanies  shall  not  be  deemed  due  or  to  be  collected 
until  such  dividends  shall  be  payable  by  such  companies. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  bystiiking 
out  of  line  eigliteen  the  words  "and  the  amount 
of  duty  shall  be  paid  to  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict," and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  to 
theassessor or assistantassessorin  duplicate;  and 
one  of  said  lists  or  returns  shall  be  transmitted 
and  the  duty  paid  to  the  Commissioner  of  Inter- 
nal Revenue." 

The  amendnricnt  was  agreed, to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  in  line 
twenty-eight  by  striking  out  after  the  words  "  de- 
fault in"  the  word  "  the." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  of  line 
thirty-two  before  the  word  "  default"  the  word 
"such." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  of  lines 
thirty-five  and  thirty-six  the  words  "  liens,  pen- 
alties, and  forfeitures,"  and  insert  in  liey  thereof 
the  word  "  penalty." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  nftove  to  amend  by  striking 
out  of  line  six  the  words  "  savings  institution." 
The  reason  is  that  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with 
these  institutions  they  are  institutions  which 
make  no  divisions  of  profit  or  gains,  and  whose 
depositors  generally,  and  so  far  as  1  know  uni- 
formly, are  people  of  small  means  and  limited 
earnings.  Of  course,  if  they  receive  earnings 
exceeding  the  amount  of  ^600  they  pay  an  in- 
come tax.  As  a  general  thing  they  do  not;  and 
therefore  they  discriminate  against  women  and 
poor  people  who  deposit  in  these  banks. 

Mr.  UPSON.  Is  there  anything  which  hin- 
ders deposits  to  a  large  amount.' 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  know  that  in  my  State  these 
institutions  can  only  receive  deposits  t^a  limited 
amount,  and  therefore  they  do  not  receive  de- 
posits from  people  who  make  large  investments. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  is  true  to  a  certain  extent. 
It  is  so  in  my  own  State,  but  it  is  also  true  that 
men  of  lai'ge  means  deposit  in  these  institutions 
money  which  they  do  not  else  know  how  to  dis- 
pose of.  And  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  reaching 
these  men  that  these  inatitulions  were  included. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman whether  he  could  not  framean  amendment 
which  shall  reach  men  who  make  deposits  above 
a  certain  amount.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  These  institutions  take  the 
money  of  the  rich  and  the  poor,  and  far  more  from 
the  wealthy  than  from  the  poor. 

Mr.  GANSON.  Could  not  an  amendment  be 
inserted  excepting  cases  where  thfe  sum  deposited 
does  not  exceed  ^300  by  an  individual.'  I  will 
state  that  so  far  as  western  New  York  is  con- 
cerned, the  people  of  wealth  do  de|)osit  in  these 
institutions  in  large  amounts. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  That  would  be  impractica- 
ble; and  we  must  collect  the  duty  as  a  whole  or 
abandon  it  entirely.  I  am  in  favor  of  retaining 
the  provision  requiring  them  to  make  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Internal  Revenue  a  return  of  the  en- 
tire amount  of  deposits. 

The  amendment  was  notagreed  to. 

Section  one  hundred  and  nineteen  was  read,  as 
follows: 

^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  any  bank  legally  author- 
ized to  issue  notes  as  circuliition  wliich  shall  neglect  or 
omit  to  make  dividends  or  additions  to  its  surplus  or  con- 
tingent fund  as  often  as  once  in  six  months,  shall  make  a 
list  or  return,  under  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  president  or 
cashier,  to  the  collector  of  the  district  in  which  it  is  located, 
on  the  1st  day  of  .lanuary  and  July  in  each  year,  or  within 
thirty  days  thereafter,  of  the  amount  of  profits  which  have 
accrued  or  been  earned  and  received  by  said  bank  during 
the  six  months  n«xt  prvaading  said  firMt  dnyt  of  January 


and  July ;  and  at  the  time  of  making  such  list  or  return  shall 
pay  to  the  collector  of  the  district  a  duty  of  five  per  cent, 
on  such  profits;  and  in  case  of  default  to  make  such  list 
or  retuiii  and  piiymiMit,  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  I'orcgiiing  section  of  this  act:  Provided,  That  when 
any  dividend  is  made  which  includes  any  part  of  the  sur- 
plus or  contingent  fund  of  any  bank,  trust  company,  sav- 
ings institution,  insuranceor  railroad  company,  which  has 
been  assessed  and  the  duty  paiil  thereon,  the  amount  of 
duty  so  paid  on  that  portion  of  the  surplus  or  contingent 
fund  may  be  deducted  from  the  duty  on  such  dividend. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  same 
by  inserting  in  line  five,  aftertheword  "return,^' 
the  words  "in  duplicate." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  "col- 
lector" in  line  six  and  insert  "  assessor  or  assist- 
ant assessor." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  1  move  to  strike  out  of  the 
eleventh  line  the  words  "at  the  time  of  making 
such  list  or  return  shall, "and  insert  in  lieu  tliereof 
the  words  "  shall  present  one  of  said  lists  or  re- 
turns and." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  insert  after  the  word 
"  payntient"  in  line  fourteen  the  words  "  within 
thirty  days  as  aforesaid." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Section  one  hundred  and  twenty  was  read,  as 
follows: 

Sec.  120.  %Snd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  any  railroad 
company  Indebted  for  any  money  for  which  bonds  orojher 
evidence  of  indebtedness  have  been  issued,  payable  in  one 
or  more  years  after  date,  upon  which  interest  is  stipulated 
to  be  paid,  orcoupons  representing  the  interest,  on  any  rail- 
road company  that  may  have  declared  any  dividend  in  scrip, 
or  money  due  or  payable  to  its  stockholders,  as  part  of  the 
earnings,  profits,  income,  or  gains  of  said  company,  shall  be 
subject  to  and  pay  a  duty  of  five  percent,  on  the  amount  of 
all  sucii  interest,  or  coupons  and  dividends,  whenever  the 
same^hall  be  payable;  and  said  railroad  companies  are 
hereby  autliorized  to  deduct  and  withhold  from  all  pay- 
ments, on  account  of  any  interest,  or  coupons  and  divi- 
dends, due  and  payable  as  aforesaid,  the  duty  of  five  per 
cent.;  and  the  paytnent  of  the  amount  of  said  duty  so  de- 
ducted from  the  interest,  or  coupons,  or  dividends  held  by 
any  person  or  partj',  and  certified  by  the  presidt'ut  or  treas- 
urer of  said  company,  shall  discharge  said  railroad  com- 
pany for  that  amount  of  the  divicrcnd,  or  interest,  or  cou- 
pon, on  the  bonds  or  other  evidences  of  their  indebtedness 
so  held  by  any  person  or  party  whatever'^  and  a  list  or  re- 
turn shall  be  made  and  rendered  to  the  assessor  or  assistant 
assessor  in  duplicate,  and  one  of  said  lists  or  returns  shall 
be  presented  and  the  duty  paid  to  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict within  thirty  days  after  the  time  when  said  interest, 
coupons,  or  dividends  became  due  and  payable,  and  as  often 
as  every  six  months ;  and  said  list  or  return  shall  contain  a 
true  and  faithful  account  of  the  amount  of  the  duty,  and 
there  sliall  be  annexed  thereto  a  declaration  of  the  |)resident 
or  treasurer  of  the  company,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  in 
form  and  maimer  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue,  that  the  same  contains  a  true  and 
faithful  account  of  said  duty;  and  for  any  default  in  mak- 
ing or  rendering  such  list  or  return,  wit*  the  declaration 
annexed,  or. of  the  payment  of  the  dutj^jis  aforesaid,  the 
railroad  coiftpany  making  such  default  shall  forfeit  as  a 
penalty  the  sum  of  $5(10;  and  in  case  of  any  default  in 
making  or  rendering  said  list  or  return,  or  of  the  payment 
of  the  duly,  or  cUiy  part  thereof,  as  aforesaid,  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  the  duty  and  penalty  shall  be  made 
according  to  the  general  provisions  of  law  in  other  cases 
of  neglect  or  refusal. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing before  the  word  "company,"  in  the  second 
line,  the  words  "canal,  turnpike,  canal  naviga- 
tion, or  slack-water." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  of  line 
five  the  word  "on"  and  insert  "or;"  also  to 
strike  out  "  railroad  "  and  insert  "  such." 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  of  line 
eight  the  word  "said"  before  "company"  and 
insert  "  such." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  of  line 
eleven,  before  the  word  "companies,"  the  word 
"  railroad." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  sixteen  I  move  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  held  by  any  person  or 
party." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  seventeen  I  move  to 
strike  out  "  company"  and  insert  "  companies." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  SCOPIELD.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "whatever,"  in  the  twentieth  line,  the  words 
"except  where  said  company  may  have  con- 
tracted otherwise."  1  know  of  companies  which 
hava  euntrael«d  to  tak«  the  risk  of  all  these  ta.xes 


themselves.     It  is  part  of  their  contract  and  is  in 
their  bonds  and  in  their  coupf)ns. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman, 
who  is  a  lawyer,  iliat  this  would  not  repeal  a  con- 
tract. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  know  that  one  large  rail- 
road company  in  my  State  which  had  made  just 
such  a  contract  claimed  that  a  clause  similar  to 
this  in  the  old  bill  exempted  them  from  their  con- 
tract. There  can  be  no  objection  to  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  would  rather  not  consent 
to  it. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.    This  has  nothingto  do  with  • 
petroleum,  and  is  all  right.     [Laughter.]     I  call 
for  tellers  on  my  amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs,  Scofield 
and  Orth  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  52,  noes  41. 

So  the  amendment  was  agi'eed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  on  page 
156,  in  line  eighteen,  the  word  "  railroad." 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  twenty-two  I  move 
to  strike  out  "presented,"  and  insert  "  trans- 
mitted" in  lieu  thereof. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  twenty-three  I  move 
to  strike  out  "  collector  of  the  district,"  and  insert 
"  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue"  in  lieu 
thei-eof. 

The  amendment  wus  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
"railroad"  in  line  thirty-four. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  ^^ 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  have  one  other  amendment 
tooflfer  to  this  section.  I  move  to  insert  after  tho 
word  "  profits,"  in  line  eight,  the  following:  ''and 
all  profits  of  such  company  carried  to  tlie  account 
of  any  fund  or  used  for  construction,"  and  to  in- 
sert after  the  word  "dividends,"  in  line  ten,  the 
wo(d  "  profits." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Section  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  was  then 
read. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  iriove  to  strike  out  that 
section.  We  have  already  provided  for  the  same 
thing  in  a  preceding  section. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  one  hundred  and  twenty-second  section 
was  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  123.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be 
levied,  collected,  and  paid  on  all  salaries  of  officers,  or  pay- 
ments to  persons  in  the  civil,  military,  naval,  or  other  em- 
ployment or  service  of  the  United  States,  including  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  and  Delegates  in  Congress,  when 
exceeding  tne  rate  of  $600  per  annum,  a  duty  of  five  per 
cent,  on  the  excess  above  tlie  said  $600;  and  it. shall  be 
the  duty  of  all  paymasters  and  all  disbursing  olficers  under 
the  Government  of  tiie  United  Slates,  or  in  the  employ 
thereof,  when  making  any  payments  to  officers  and  per- 
sons as  aforesaid,  or  upon  settling  and  adjusting  the  ac- 
counts of  sucli  officers  and  persons,  to  deduct  and  with- 
hold the  aforesaid  duty  of  five  per  cent.,  and  shall  at  the 
same  lime  inake  a  certificate  stating  the  name  of  the  officer 
or  person  Iroin  whom  such  deduction  was  made,  and  the 
amount  thereof,  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  office  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  and  entered  as  part 
of  the  internal  duties;  and  the  pay-roll,  receipts,  or  account 
of  officers  or  persons  paying  such  duty,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  made  to  exhibit  the  fact  of  such  payment. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  move  to  add  at  the  end 
of  that  section  the  following: 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  Auditors  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  when  auditing  the  accounts  of  any 
paymaster  or  disbursing  officer,  or  when  settling  or  adjust- 
ing the  accounts  of  any  such  officer,  to  require  evidence 
that  tlie  duties  or  taxes  mentioned  in  this  section  have  been 
deducted  and  paid  over  to  the  Cominisiiioner  of  Inttirnai 
Revenue. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  section 
by  inserting  before  the  word  "  to,"  in  the  third 
line,  the  words  "  for  services,"  and  to  udd  ta 
the  section  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  payments  of  prize  money  sliall  be  re- 
garded as  income  from  salaries,  and  the  duty  tlJereon  shall 
be  adjusted  and  collected  in  like  manner. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  amend  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty-second  section  by  increasing 
the  duty  on  salaries  of  officers  in  the  civil,  mili- 
tary, naval,  or  othersorvice  of  the  United  States, 
including  Senators  and  members  of  Congress, 
fiom  five  per  cent,  to  ten  per  cent 
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Mr.  JO  HiNfSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  lam  op- 
posiid  to  tlie  aiiiendmpnt.  Until  wc  modify  the 
mileage  law  of  members  of  Congress,  under  which 
some  gentlemen  carry  away  more  money  for 
mileage  than  they  get  for  salary,  I  am  opposed 
to  taxing  members  at  a  higher  rate  than  other 
officers  of  llie  Government.  It  operates  unjustly 
on  members  who  have  but  small  compensation 
to  draw  on  as  mileage  money,  while  tliose'who 
ride  in  the  cars  on  free  tickets  for  thousands  of 
miles,  and  draw  immense  sums  as  mileage,  can 
well  all'ord  to  pay  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  their 
receipts  a.s  members  of  Congress.  It  operates 
unjustly  on  those  members' who  reside  near  the 
capital  and  draw  comparatively  little  mileage. 

iVJr.  KEH-NAN.  1  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  would  affect  all  the 
military  and  naval  officers  in  tiie  service  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  modify  my  amend- 
ment so  as  to  make  it  apply  only  to  Senators  and 
members  of  Congress. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was   rejected. 

The  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  section  was 
read;  as  follows: 

Sec.  123.  ^nd  he  itfurlkcT  enacted,  Tlmt  any  person  or 
pcrsoiis  liaving  in  charge  or  trust,  as  adminUtrators,  exec- 
utors, or  trustees  of  any  legacies  or  distributive  sliares  aris- 
ing iVoin  pcr.sonal  property,  of  any  Itiiid  whatsoever,  whore 
thi:  whole  amount  of  such  personal  property,  as  aforesaid, 
sliallexeepd  ihe  sum  of  ,$1,000  in  actual  value,  passing  from 
any  person  who  may  die  after  the  passage  of  this  act  pos- 
sessed of  such  property,  either  by  will  or  by  tlie  intestate 
laws  of  any  State  or  Territory,  or  any  part  of  such  property 
or  interest  therein,  transferred  by  deed,  grant,  bargain,  sale, 
or  gift,  made  or  intcmled  to  talte  efftict  in  possession  or  en- 
joy niojj|^l'ter  the  death  of  the  grantor  or  bargainer,  to  any 
person  or  persons,  or  to  any  body  or  bodies  politic  or  cor- 
porate, in  trust  or  otherwise,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  made 
subject  to  a  duty  or  tax,  to  be  paid  to  the  United  States,  as 
follofl's,  that  is  to  say  : 

1.  Where  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  any  beneficial 
interest  in  such  property  shall  be  the  lineal  issue  or  lineal 
ancestor,  brother  or  sister,  to  the  person  whodicd  possessed 
of  such  property,  as  aforesaid,  at  and  alter  the  rate  of  one 
dollar  for  each  and  every  $100  of  the  clear  value  of  such  in- 
terest in  such  property.  • 

2.  VVIicre  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  any  beneficial 
interest  in  such  property  sliall  be  a  descendant  of  a  brother 
or  i^ister  of  the  person  wlio  died  possessed,  as  aforesaid,  at 
and  after  the  rale  of  two  dollars  for  each  and  every  §100  of 
tlio  clear  value  of  such  interest. 

3.  Where  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  any  beneficial 
interest  in  sucli  property  shall  be  a  brother  or  sister  of  the 
father  or  mother,  or  a  descendant  of  a  brother  or  sister  of 
the  lather  or  mother,  of  the  person  who  died  possessed  as 
aforesaid,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  four  dollars  for  eacii  and 
every  $100  of  the  clear  value  of  such  interest. 

A.  Where  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  any  beneficial 
Interest  in  such  property  shall  be  a  brother  or  sister  of  the 
grandfather  ot  grandmother,  or  a  descendant  of  the  brother 
or  sister  of  the  grandfather  or  grandmother,  of  thfe  person 
who  died  possessed  as  aforesaid,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  five 
dollars  for  each  and  every  $100  of  the  clear  value  of  such 
interest. 

5.  Where  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  any  beneficial 
interestlii  such  properly  shall  be  in  any  other  degree  of  coir 
lateral  consangninitythan  is  hereinbefore  stated,  or  shall  be 
a  stranger  in  blood  to  the  person  wlio  died  possessed,  as 
aforesaid,  or  shall  be  a  body  politic  or  corporate,  at  and  after 
the  rate  of  six  dollars  lor  each  and  every  $100  of  the  clear 
value  of  such  interest:  Provided,  Tliat  all  legacies  or  prop- 
erty passing  by  will,  or  by  the  laws  of  any  State  or  Terri- 
tory, lo  husband  or  wife  of  the  person  who  died  possessed 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  exempt  from  tax  or  duty. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  1  move  to  amend  the  section 
by  inserting  in  the  second  paragraph  three  dollars 
instead  of  two  dollars.  I  wish  to  say,  in  sup)port 
of  that  amendment  and  in  favor  of  a  general  in- 
crease oftlie.se  duties,  tiiat  while  it  might  be  im- 
politic to  increase  the  duty  on  the  inheritance  of 
lineal  descendants,  there  is  no  good  reason  why 
the  tax  on  collateral  heirs  should  not,  be  very  con- 
siderable. It  is  a  just  tax,  and  one  which  is  im- 
posed by  all  Governments  at  much  higher  rates 
than  are  proposed  in  this  bill. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend Jiy  making 
the  duly  in  the  third  paragraph  six  dollars  on  the 
$100  instead  of  four  dollars. 

The  amendment  wa.s  rejected. 

The  one  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  section  was 
read,  as  folio w.s: 

.Sec.  124.  Jlml  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  tax  or 
(Inly  aforesaid  ^hnU  he  a  liun  and  charge  upon  tlm  properly 
of  every  person  who  may  die  as  aforesaid,  until  the  same 
■hall  bi!  lully  paid  to  and  discharged  by  the  United  States; 
and  every  uxeeuior,  admin istraior,  or  other  person  who  may 
take  the  burden  or  trust  of  administration  upon  such  prop- 
erly Hliall^  afler.  taking  such  burden  or  trust,  and  before  pay- 
ing and  di'^trlbuling  any  portion  theri'of  to  the  legali-es  or 
any  partlen  entitled  to  bonRfi('ial  Interest  therein,  pay  lollin 
eolleclor  or  deputy  coUeclur  of  the  diutrictof  which  llic  dc- 


ceasetl  person  was  a  resident  the  amount  of  the  duty  or 
lax,  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  also  make  and  render  lo  ihe  as- 
sessor or  assistant  assessor  of  the  said  district  a  schedule, 
list,  or  statement,  in  duplicate,  of  the  amount  of  such  prop- 
erty, togetln'r  with  Ihe  amount  of  duty  which  has  accrued 
or  should  accrue  thereon,  verified  by  his  oath  or  affirmation, 
to  be  administered  ami  cerlificrt  thereon  by  some  magistrate 
or  officer  having  lawful  power  to  administer  such  oaths,  in 
sucli  form  and  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Internal  Kevenne,  wliich  schedule,  list,  or 
statement  shall  contain  Ihc  names  of  each  and  every  person 
enlitled  lo  any  b(Mieficial  interest  therein,  togetiier  with  the 
clear  value  of  such  interest,  the  duplicate  of  which  sched- 
ule, list,  or  stnlement  shall  be  by  him  immediately  deliv- 
ered and  tlie  lax  thereon  paid  to  such  collector;  and  upon 
such  payment  and  delivery  of  such  schedule,  list,  or  state- 
ment, said  collector  or  deputy  collector  shall  grant  to  such 
person  paying  such  duty  or  lax  a  receiptor  receipts  for  the 
same  in  duplicate,  whicli  shall  be  prepared  as  is  hereinafter 
provided;  such  receipt  or  receipts,  duly  signed  and  deliv- 
ered by  such  collector ordeputy  collector,  sliaM'bc  sufficient 
evidence  to  entitle  the  person  who  paid  such  duly  or  lax  as 
liaving  taken  the  burden  or  trust  of  administering  sncli 
property  or  personal  estate  to  be  allowed  for  such  payment 
by  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  the  beneficial  interest 
in  respect  to  which  such  tax  or  duty  was  paid;  and  such 
person  administering  such  properly  or  personal  estate  shall 
he  credited  and  allowed  such  payment  by  every  tribunal 
whieh,  by  tlie  laws  of  any  State  or  Territory, is,  or  may  be, 
cniiiov/crcd  lo  di^cide  upon  and  settle  the  accounts  of  exec- 
inors  and  administralors  ;  and  in  case  such  person  wlio  has 
tal<en  the  burden  or  trust  of  administering  upon  any  sucli 
property  or  personal  estate  sliall  rel'usc  or  neglect  to  pay 
the  afoiesnid  duty  or  tax  to  the  colleeloror  deputy  collector, 
as  aforesaid,  wilhiii  the  lime  hereinbefore  pt(>vided,  or  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  In  deliver  to  said  col  lector  or  deputy  col  lect- 
or Ihe  duplicaic  of  I  he  schedule,  list,  or  statement  of  such  leg- 
acies,.property,  or  personal  estate,  under  oath,  as  aforesaid, 
or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  deliver  the  schedule,  I  ist,orsiale- 
ment  of  such  legacies,  property,  or  personal  estate,  under 
oatJi,  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  deliver  to  said  assessor  or  assistant 
assessor  a  false  schedule  or  statement  of  such  legacies,  prop- 
erty, or  personal  estate,  or  give  tlie  names  and  relationship 
of  llic  persons  entitled  to  beneficial  inlerests  therein  un- 
truly, or  shall  not  truly  and  correctly  set  forth  and  state 
tlierein  the  clear  value  of  such  beneficial  interest,  or  where 
no  administration  upon  sucli  property  or  personal  estate 
shall  iiave  been  granted  or  allowed  under  existing  laws,  the 
pioper  oflicer  of  the  United  Stales  shall  comnjence  such 
proceedings  in  law  or  cijuity  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  as  may  be  proper  and  necessary  to  enforce  and  real- 
ize the  lien  or  charge  upon  such  property  or  personal  es- 
tate, or  any  part  thereof,  for  which  such  tax  or  duty  has  not 
been  truly  and  justly  paid.  Under  such  proceedings,  the 
rate  of  duty  or  lax  enforced  shall  be  the  highest  rate  im- 
posed or  assessed  by  this  act,  and  shall  be  in  the  name  of 
the  United  States  agailUt  such  person  or  pefsons  as  may 
have  tlie  actual  or  constructive  custody  or  possession  of 
such  property  owpersonal  estate,  or  any  part,  thereof,  and 
shall  subject  such  property  or  personal  estate,  or  any  por- 
tion of  the  same,  to  be  sold  upon  the  judgment  or  decree  of 
such  court,  and  i"roni  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  the  amount 
of  such  tax  or  duty,  together  with  all  costs  .iiid  expenses  of 
every  description  to  be  allo\yedby  such  court,  shall  be  first 
paid,  and  the  balance,  if  any,  deposited  according  to  ihe 
order  of  such  couut,  to  be  paid  under  its  direction  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  establish  their  lawful  title  to  the 
same.  The  deed  or  deeds,  or  any  proper  conveyance  of 
such  properly  or  personal  estate,  or  any  portion  thereof,  so 
sold  under  sMcli  judgment  or  decree,  executed  by  the  ofiicer 
lawfully  chargcii  with  carrying  the  same  into  cfi'ect,  shall 
vest  in  the  puicljpser  thereof  all  the  title  of  ihc  delinquent 
to  the  properly  *  personal  estate  sold  under  and  by  virtue 
of  sucli  judgme/n  or  decree,  and  shall  release!  every  other 
portion  of  sucli  properly  or  personal  estate  from  the  lien  or 
charge  thereon  created  by  this  act.  And  every  person  or 
persons  who  shall  have  in  his  possession,  charge,  or  cus- 
tody, any  record,  file,  or  paper,  containing  or  supposed  lo 
contain  any  inl'ormation  concerning  such  property  or  per- 
sonal estate,  as  aforesaid,  passing  from  any  person  who 
may  die,  as  aforesaid,  shall  exhibit  the  same  at  the  request 
of  the  assessor  or  assisiant  assessor  of  the  district,  and  to 
any  law  oflicer  of  the  United  Slates,  in  tlie  performance  of 
his  duty  under  this  act,  his  deputy  or  agent,  who  may  de- 
sire to  examine  the  same  ;  and  if  any  such  person,  having 
in  his  possession,  charge,  or  custody,  any  such  records, 
files,  or  papers,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  exhilHt  the  same 
on  request,  as  aforesaid,  lie  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of, ^500;  and  in  case  of  any  delinquency  hi  making  the 
schedule,  list,  Or  statement,  or  in  the  payment  of  the  duty 
or  tax  accruing,  or  which  should  accrue  thereon,  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  shall  be  made  as  provided  for  in 
the  general  provisions  of  this  act;  Provided,  In  all  legal 
controversies  where  such  deed  or  title  shall  be  the  subject 
of  judicial  Investigation  Ihe  recital  in  said  deed  shall  be 
presumed  lo  be  trm;,  and  that  the  requirements  of  the  law 
had  beiMi  complied  with  by  tlie  officers  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
ComiTiiltee  of  Ways  and  Me.ans  to  move  to 
amend  l)y  striking  out  the  wortls  "  or  other  per- 
son who  may  take  the  burden  or  trust  of  admin- 
istration upon  such  property  shall,  after  taking 
such  burden  or  trust  and,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "  or  trustees." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  am  also  instructed  by 
the  Commilteo  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to 
amend  Ijy  striking  out  in  line  twelve  tlie  words 
"as  aforesaid,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  "  assessed  on  such  legacy  or  distjibutive 
share." 

The  amendment  wasagreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     I  am  also  iueliacted  by 


the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "  the  person 
who  paid  such  duty  6r  tax  as  having  taken  the 
burden  or  trust  of  administering  such  property  or 
personal  estate  to  be  allowed  for  such  payment 
by  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  the  beneficial 
interest  in  respect  to  which  such  taxor  duty  was 
paid;  and  such  person  administering  such  prop- 
erty or  personal  estate  shall,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  the  words  "such  executor,  or  ad- 
ministrator, or  trustee  to." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  am  also  instructed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  person  who  has 
taken  the  burden  or  trust  of  administeiing  upon 
any  such  property  or  personal  estate,"  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  (.hereof  the  words  "  executor,  ad- 
ministrator, or  tiustee." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  am  also  instructed  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to 
amend  by  striking  out  tlie  words  "as  may  be 
proper  and  necessary  to  enforce  and  realize  the' 
lien  or  charge  upon  such  property  or  personal 
estate,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  which  such  tax  or 
duty  has  not  been  truly  and  justly  paid.  Under 
such  proceedings,  the  rate  of  duty  or  tax  en- 
forced shall  be  the  highest  rate  imposed  or  as- 
sessed by  this  act,  and  shall  be.'' 

The  amendment  wasagreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  am  also  instructed  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to 
amend  by  striking  out  in  line  fifty-nine  the  words 
"  in  law  or  equity." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  am  also  instructed  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to 
amend  by  striking  out  of  the  proviso  the  words 
"  presumed  to  be  true,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "prima  facie  evidence  of  its  truth." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BPiOOMALL.  I  move  to  insert  in  line 
three,  after  the  word  "aforesaid,"  on  page  171,  the 
words  "  for  twenty  years  or." 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  In  section  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  1  move  to  strike  out,  in  the  fifth 
line,  the  v/ords  "  chargeable  with  duty  under  this 
act."    The  section  will  then'read: 

Sec.  125.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  pur- 
pose of  this  act  the  term  "real  estate"  shall  include  all 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, corporeal  and  incor- 
poreal ;  thai,  the  term  "succession"  shall  denote  llie  devo- 
lution of  tWe  to  any  real  estate  ;  and  that  the  term  "  per- 
son" shall  be  held  to  include  persons,  body-corporate,  coni- 
pany,  or  association. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  desire  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  committee  to  allow  all  these  sections 
relating  to  the  succession  of  real  estate  to  remain 
open  for  amendment  until  they  shall  all  have  been 
passed  over. 

The  proposition  was  by  unanimous  consent 
assented  to.  * 

Mr.  DAWES.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Pendleton]  propose  to  establish  these  rules 
for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  or  does  he  propose 
to  establish  a  uniform  tenure  of  real  estate,  and 
make  it  general .-' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  only  propose  that  the 
section  shall  be  a  definition  of  what  is  meant  by 
the  term  "succession"  under  this  act  that  shall 
denote  the  devolution  of  title  to  any  real  estate 
chargeable  vvith  duty  under  this  act.  The  object 
is  to  define  the  circumstances  under  which  par- 
ticular rates  of  taxation  shall  be  assessed.  Noth-  ' 
insc  further. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I'will  suggest  that  the 
one  hundred  and  twenty-third  section  ought  to 
be  amended  by  inserting  after  the  woid  "  prop- 
erty," in  line  four,  the  words  "  not  embraced  in 
estates  held  in  trust  to."  I  fear  that  otherwise, 
as  the  section  now  stands,  the  langunge  of  that 
section  is  capable  of  being  construed  so  ns  to  tax 
these  estates  so  held  twice. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  .suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man  that  that  section  ha.s  nothing  to  do  with  any 
trusts  of  real  estate.  It  refers  entirely  to  leguch-'S 
of  personal  property. 

Mr.  UOTCllJvlSS.  As  I  understand  the  lan- 
guage it  would  apply  to  trusts  of  real  estate.  I 
ask  ihe  iiiianinious  consent  of  ihe  committee  to  go 
back  and  make  the  amendment  1  have  suggested. 

Mi-.  HOPPEK.   .1  object. 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1881 


Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  sec- 
tion one  hundred  and  thirty  in  the  tenth  line  by- 
inserting  after  the  word  "deemed"  the  words 
"  for  the  purposes  of  this  act;"  so  as  to  make  the 
section  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  130.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  where  any  dis- 
position of  real  estate  shftH  purport  to  take  effect  presently, 
or  under  such  circumstances  a.«i  not  to  confer  succession, 
but  by  the  effect  or  in  consequence  of  any  engagement, 
secret  trust,  or  arrangement  capable  of  being  enforced  in  a 
coiirt  of  law  or  equity,  the  beneficial  ownersliip  of  such 
real  estate  shall  not,  bona  fide,  pass  according  to  the  terms 
of  such  disposition,  but  shall,  in  fact,  be  reserved  to  the 
grantor  or  other  person  for  some  period  ascertainable  only 
by  reference  to  death,  the  person  shall  be  deemed  for  the 
purposes  of  tliis  act  to  acquire  the  real  estate  so  passing  as 
a  succession  derived  from  the  peraoii  making  the  disposi- 
tion as  the  predecessor. 

The  amendment  wqls  agreed  to. 

The  following  section  being  under  considera- 
tion— 

Sec.  134.  ^nrl  he  it  further  enacted,  That  where,  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  any  estate  in  reversion  or  rernaiuder, 
expectant  upon  the  death  of  any  person,  shall  be  vested  by 
alienation  or  other  derivative  title,  in  any  person  other  tlian 
the  person  who  shall  have  been  originally  entitled  thereto 
undi.r  any  such  disposition  as  is  mentioned  in  tiie  second 
section  of  this  act,  thpn  the  person  in  whom  such  estate 
shall  he  so  vesti'd  shall  be  chargeable  with  duty  in  respett 
thereof  as  a  succession  at  the  same  time,  and  at  the  same 
rate,  as  the  person  so  originally  entitled  would  have  been 
chargeahle  with  if  no  sueli  alienaiion  had  been  made  or 
derivative  title  created;  and  wherever,  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  any  succession  shall,  before  the  successor  shall 
have  become  entitled  thereto  in  possession,  have  become 
^vested  by  alienation,  or  by  any  title  not  conferring  a  new 
succession,  in  any  other  person,  then  the  duty  payable  in 
respect  thereof  shall  be  paid  at  the  saine  rate  and  tjme  as 
the  same  would  have  been  payable  if  no  such  alienation 
had  been  made  or  derivative  title  created  ;  and  where  the 
title  to  any  succession  shall  be  accelerated  by  the  surrender^ 
or  extinction  of  any  prior  interests,  then  the  duty  thereon 
shall  be  payable  at  the  time  of  such  surrender  or>extensipn 
of  prior  title — 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  word  "  that"  at  the  beginning  of  the 
section  down  to  and  including  the  word  "  and" 
in  the  tv/elfth  line.  My  reason  for  the  arnen(l- 
ment  is  that  the  matter  1  propose  to  strike  out  is 
all  embraced  in  the  subsequent  part  of  the  sec- 
tion. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved,  on  page  105,  line 
six,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  respectively," so  as 
to  make  it  read,  "whereon  he  shall  be  account- 
able," instead  of  "  respectively  accountable." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  In  line  seventeen,  on 
same  page,  after  the  words  "assistant  assessor," 
1  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "or,"  so  as  to 
make  it  read,  "for  the  assessor  or  assistant  asr 
scssor,  if  dissatisfied  with  such  account,"  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  In  line  twenty-eight, 
after  the  word  "assessment,"  I  move  fo  strike 
out  the  words  "on  the  interest  of  the  successor 
in  respect  whereof  the  duty  shall  be  due." 

I  also  move,  in  line  thirty,  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  "duty,"  as  follows: 

And  to  recover  the  same  forthwith  accordingly;  and  if 
there  shall  be  an  appeal  against  such  last-mentioned  assess- 
iricnt,  then  the  payment  of  such  expenses  shall  be  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Comjuissioner  of  Internal  Revenue. 

The  clause  of  the  section  as  so  amended  would 
read  as  follows: 

But  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  assessor  or  assistant  asspsST 
or,  or  if  dissatisfied  with  such  account,  or  if  no  account 
and  estimate  shall  be  delivered  to  him,  to  assess  the  duty 
on  the  best  Information  he  can  obtain,  .subject  to  appeal  as 
hereinafter  provided ;  and  if  the  duty  so  assessed  shall  ex- 
ceed the  duty  assessable  according  to  the  return  made  to 
the  assessor,  or  assistant  assessor,  and  with  which  he  shall 
have  been  dissatisfied,  or  if  no  account  and  estimate  has 
been  delivered,and  if  no  appeal  shall  be  taken  against  such 
assessment,  then  it  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  assess- 
or, having  regard  to  the  merits  of  each  case,  to  charge  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  expenses  incident  to  the  taking  of 
such  assessment  in  addition  to  such  duty. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  In  section  one  hundred 
and  forty-seven,  line  eight,  I  move  to  insert  after 
the  word  "  duty"  the  words  "  in  respect  of  a  suc- 
cession,"so  as  to  make  the  clause  read  as  follows: 

And  if"  any  person  liable  under  this  act  to  pay  any  duty 
In  respect  of  a  succession  shall,  after  such  duty  shall  have 
been  finally  ascertained,  willfullyneglecttodoso  within  ten 
days  after  being  notified,  he  shall  also  be  liable  to  pay  to 
the  United  Slates  a  sum  equal  to  ten  percent,  upon  the 
amoinit  of  duty  so  unpaid,  and  a  like  sum  for  every  suc- 
ceeding month  during  which  such  neglect  shall  continue, 
at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  duty  to 
be  collected. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight,  line  two,  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "  duty"  the  words  "  in  respect 
of  a  succession,  who  shall  be,"  sp  as  to  make  the 
clause  read  as  follows: 

Sec  148.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted;  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  any  party,  liable  to  pay  duty,  in  respect  of  a  suc- 
cession, who  shall  be  dissatisfied  with  the  assessment  of 
the  assessor  or  assistant  assessor,  within  thirty  days,  &e. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  In  the  sec- 
ond line  of  section  one  hundred  and  thirty-five, 
I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "any  charitable 
or,"  so  as  to  make  the  section  read: 

That  where  real  estate  shall  become  subject  to  a  trust  for 
public  purposes,  underany  pastor  future  disposition,  which, 
if  made  in  favor  of  an  individual,  would  confer  on  him  a 
succession,  there  shall  be  payable  in  respect  of  such  real 
estate,  upon  its  becoiiiing  subject  to  such  trusts,  a  duty  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  or  principal  value 
of  sijch  real  estate. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  I  move  to  add  to  the  one 
bii,ndred  and  forty-fourth  section  the  words  "  for 
twenty  years  unless  sooner  paid,"  so  that  it  will 
read: 

That  the  duty  imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  a  first  charge 
on  the  interest  of  the  successor,  and  of  all  persons  claim- 
ing in  his  right,  in  all  the  real  estate  in  respect  whereof 
such  duty  shall  be  assessed,  for  twenty  years  unless  sooner 
paid. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  "  Evenly"  and  in^ 
serting  "  five;"  and  1  do  it  for  this  reason:  1  think 
that  the  lien  iii  favor  of  the  Government  should 
not  be  allowed  to  run  a  longer  period  than  five 
years.  I  {hirik  that  that  is  too  long  rather  than 
too  eliort.  The  object  of  the  law  is  to  compel 
the  officers  to  collect  taxes  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment;  and  to  have  the  lien  extend  to  twenty 
years  would  be  oppressive  to  the  delinquent  tax- 
payers. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to;  and  then  the  amendment  as  amended  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  RROOiMALL.  I  ask  to  go  back  to  section 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  and  make  the  same 
amendment.  The  time  was  fixed  thei-e  at  twenty 
years,  and  to  make  it  conform  to  the  amendment 
just  adopted  it  should  be  changed  to  five  years. 

There  was  no  objection^  and  the  alteration  was 
made  accordingly. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  follow- 
ing section: 

Sec.  1.3.'5.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  where  real 
estate  shall  become  subject  to  a  trust  for  any  charitable  or 
public  purposes,  under  any  past  or  future  disposition,which, 
if  made  in  favor  of  an  individual,  would  confer  on  him  a 
succession,  there  shall  be  payable  In  reaped  of  such  real 
estate,  upon  its  becoming  subject  to  suci  trusts,  a  duty  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  or  principal  value 
of  such  real  estate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  understand  why  we 
should  tax  property  set  apart  for  charitable  pur- 
poses one  of  the  highest  on  the  list.  I  do  not  see 
why  we  should  tax  it  at  all,  but  if  at  all,  I  would 
not  tax  it  six  per  cent.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  six" 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "  two." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty-fifth  section,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sec  125.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  purpose 
of  this  act  the  term  "real  estate"  shall  include  all  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  corporeal  and  incorporeal ; 
that  the  term  "succession"  shall  denote  the  devolution  of 
title  to  any  real  estate  chargeable  with  duty  under  this  act; 
and  that  tli.e  term  "person"  shall  be  held  to  include  per- 
sons, body  corporate,  company,  or  association. 

I  do  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calling  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
this  whole  provision  under  the  title  of  "  succbst 
sion  to  real  estate."  It  seems  to  be  exceedingly 
complicated  and  to  be  involved  in  a  great  degree. 
I  do  not  see  how  a  man  could  die  safely  with  this 
hanging  over  him.  [Laughter.]  Take  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty-sixth  section: 

Sec.  126.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  every  past  or 
future  disposition  of  real  estate  by  will,  deed,  or  laws  of 
descent,  by  reason  whereof  any  person  has  or  sjiall  become 
beneficially  entitled,  in  possession  or  expectancy,  to  any 
real  estate,  or  the  income  thereof,  upon  the  death  of  any 
person,  dying  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed 
to  confer,  on  the  person  entitled  by  reason  of  any  such 
disposition,  a  "succession,"  and  tlie  term  "successor" 
shall  denote  the  person  so  entitled;  and  the  term  "prede- 
cessor" shall  denote  the  grantor,  tcstiitor,  ancestor,  or  other 
person  from  whom  the  interee>t  of  the  iuccessor  h.aii  bueii 
or  shall  be  derived. 


That  is  a  specimen  of  the  whole  of  it.  It  ia 
upon  the  old  system  of  estates  tail,  which  hag 
been  abolished  in  all  of  the  States,  or  at  any  rate 
provision  has  been  made  for  extinguishing  it.  It 
is  involved:  estates  tail,  remainders,  springing 
issues,  and  everything  ever  devised  by  the  wit  of 
man  under  the  old  system  of  conveynace  and  de- 
scent of  real  estate  seem  tobe  reproduced  in  these 
sections  of  the  bill. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means — I  have  not  tried  it — 
could  make  a  .simpler  provision  than  this.  But 
if  this  is  as  simple  as  the  committee  can  make  it, 
I  bow  to  their  wisdom.  I  confess  that  I  have 
studied  it  and  have  been  struick  with  profound 
admiration  at  the  success  of  the  committee  in 
rendering  the  whole  matter  confused  and  inex- 
plicable. I  supposed  the  whole  tendency  of  the 
law  was  to  make  it  simple  and  easy  to  be  under- 
stood. I  think  that  this  belongs  to  the  past. 
There  is  nothing  like  it  in  any  modern  law-book. 
It  refers  to  the  "  devolution"of  real  estate.  The 
devolution  is  in  a  manner  beyond  the  memory  of 
any  man  in  this  House.  It  belongs  to  lh«  lime 
of  the  "Year  Books. " 

I  submit  to  the  committee  with  all  due  respect 
that  they  had  better  pass  this  matter  o-ver  for  the 
present- to  take  it  up  again  in  the  committee-rootn 
in  order  to  see  whether  they  cannot  get  some- 
thing inore  simple. 

In  the  last  section  it  is  proposed  to  collect  it  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  direct  tax.  That  may 
be  done  by  the  States  assuming  it.  It  seems  to 
be  a  bill  prepared  by  some  gentleman  and  thrown 
bodily  into  this  measure.  It  speaks  of  the  sec- 
ond section,  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  real 
estate,  and  it  refers  to  it.  ^^ 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  oppose  the  amendment,  and 
in  doing  it  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the«om- 
mittee  to  another  section  of  the  bill, which,  1  think, 
will  show  good  reason  why  the  section  which  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  desires  to  strike 
out  should  not  be  stricken  out.  Section  one  hun- 
drftj  and  twenty-eight  provides; 

That  where  any  persons,  after  the  passing  of  this  actj 
shall  take  any  succession  jointly,  they  shall  pay  the  duty 
chargeable  thereon  by  this  act  in  proportion  to  their  re- 
spective interests  in  the  succession;  and  any  beneficial  in- 
terest in  such  succession,  aCcruing  to  any  of  them  by  sur- 
vivorship, shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  new  sueeession,  derived 
from  the  predecessor  from  whom  the  joint  title  shall  have 
been  derived. 

Now,  sir,  I  understand  that  almost  all,  if  not 
quite  all  the  States  of  this  Union  have  abolished 
the  tenure  of  survivorship,  and  have  substituted 
for  it  the  estate  in  common,  and  I  fijid  no  pro- 
visibn'in  this  bill  which  reaches  an  estate  in  com-: 
mon.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  committee  desire 
to  keep  this  provision  in  at  all,  it  should  be  mod- 
ified by  striking  out  "jointly"  and  inserting  "  es-r- 
tates  in  common." 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  withdraw  my  amendment, 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  understand  that  estates  in 
common  do  not  go  by  survivorship,  and  there- 
fore that  the  States  have  generally  abolished  sui'- 
vivorship,  and  this  section  cannot  operate  upon 
the  estate  which  lias  taken  its  place. 
♦  Mr.  PENDLETON.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  will  call  my  atten- 
tioti  to  the  place  where  the  reference  to  the  sec- 
ond section  of  this  act  occurs,  I  will  move  to 
strike  it  out.  He  has  criticised  the  bill  by  say- 
ing that  in  some  place  there  was  an  allusion  to  a 
second  section.     I  wish  he  would  point  it  out. 

Mr.  DA  WES.  Section  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-four is  in  these  words: 

That  where,  after  the  passing  of  this,  act,  any  estate  in 
reversion  or  remainder,  expectant,  upon  the  death  of  any 
person,  shall  be  vested  by  alienation  or  other  derivative 
title,  in  any  person  other  than  the  person  who  shall  have 
been  originally  entitled  thereto  underany  such  disposition 
as  is  mentioned  in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  &c. 

Mr..  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
on^  hundred  and  thirty-four  by  striking  out  the 
word  "after,"  in  the  twelfth  line.  I  do  it  oiily 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  remark  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts.  I  desire  to  call  his 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  words  he  lias  criti- 
cised have  been  stricken  out  by  the  committee,  and 
therefore  they  are  hardly  liable  to  the  criticism 
in  which  he  has  indulged. 

I  desire  to  call  his  attention  to  the  further  fact 
that  it  is  not  wonderful  that  upon  a  single  read- 
ing of  this  bill  in  five  minutes  by  the  Clen-k  he 
should  find  it  rather  difKcuit  to  understand  all  its 


1882- 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  26, 


provisions,  but  I  fim  certain  that  if  lie  will  apjily 
his  attention  to  the  subject  for  a  short  time  he  will 
find  it  not  near  so  complicated  ns  he  seems  to 
consider  it. 

I  desire  further  to  say  that  by  the  provisions 
of  this  law,  legacies,  which  are  the  appropriation 
of  personal  property  by  will  to  the  benefit  of  an- 
other, are  taxed.  A  duty  upon  the  transfer  of 
title  of  real  estate  from  tlie  grantor  to  the  grantee 
is  imposed  by  the  necessity  of  affixing  a  stamp. 
These  sections  are  intended  to  supply  an  omis- 
sion, and  tax  real  estate  as  it  passes  by  will  and 
deed,  takingeffect  upon  the  death  of  the  grantor. 
It  is  intended  for  that  purpose  and  no  other. 

That  the  matter  is  difficult  I  am  well  aware; 
that  It  is  intricate  I  am  also  aware;  but  that  it  is 
more  difficult  or  more  intricate  than  the  nature 
of  the  subject  demands  1  think  the  gentleman  will 
hardly  suy  after  he  has  given  it  that  considera- 
tion which  he  usually  devotes  to  every  subject. 

I  desire  to  say,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa,  [Mr.  Wilson,]  that  while  there  is  a  pro- 
vision made  here  for  taxing  the  succession  by 
way  of  survivorship,  there  is  also  a  provision 
which  applies  to  cases  where  the  estate  is  held 
in  common.  While  it  is  true  that  the  old  title 
of  survivorship  at  common  law  is  done  away 
with  in  most  of  the  States,  it  is  still  true  that  ti- 
tle by  survivorship  does  accrue  in  this  country, 
that  is,  where  an  estate  is  vested  in  two  for  life, 
and,  upon  the  death  of  one,  the  survivor  takes 
all.  There  is  no  law  of  any  State  against  the 
creation  of  a  title  of  that  kind,  and  the  section  to 
which  he  alludes  is  intended  to  tax  the  accretion 
of  title  and  increment  of  interest  in  the  person 
who  takes  the  whole  estate  upon  the  death  of  one 
tenan)^ 

Nor  is  the  criticism  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts in  relation  to  the  mode  of  collecting 
this  tax  more  cogent.  The  tax  upon  succession 
is  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  the  direct  taxes, 
and  surely  the  gentleman  knows  that  the  same 
officers  assess  and  collect  the  direct  tax  who  assess 
and  collect  the  other  internal  taxes. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  uncarffiid 
in  any  criticism  I  make.  In  alluding  to  the  ref- 
erence which  was  made  to  the  second  section  I 
did  it  because  I  supposed  it  disclosed  the  origin 
of  this  bill.  I  had  no  doubt  but  what  it  would 
be  amended  when  attention  should  be  called  to  it, 
but  it  disclosed  the  origin  of  the  provisions  just 
the  same  as  an  independent  measure  designed  by 
somebody  originally  to  be  an  independentmatter, 
but  subsequently  incorporated  into  this  bill. 

I  submit  to  the  gentleman  that  the  idea  of  un- 
dertaking to  provide  different  rates  of  t^ation 
upon  different  kinds  of  descent,  or  conveyance, 
or  tenure  of  real  estate,  is  altogether  unnecessary. 
If  we  provide  a  tax  upon  the  conveyance  or  de- 
scent of  real  estate  it  should  be  in  the  most  gen- 
eral terms  possible,  and  there  is  no  reason  for 
putting  one  rate  upon  one  kind  of  descent,  and 
another  upon  a  different  kind;  and  if  so,  then 
there  is  no  reason  for  dividing  it  up  into  so  many 
parts. 

That  is  my  criticism  upon  the  provision.  It 
uses  the  old  legal  phrases  properly,  and  when  I 
get  a  little  brushed  up  in  Cruise  and  Coke  I  ha# 
no  doubt  that  I  shall  be  able,  in  some  degree,  to 
understand  it;  but  I  submit  that  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  it.  Why  make  a  distinction  between 
conveyance  by  sale  and  conveyance  by  deed  ?  And 
why  make  a  distinction  between  descent  to  an  heir 
male  and  to  an  heirfemalc?  Why  make  all  these 
distinctions?  I  submit  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  nature  of  the  case  that  requires  them.  This 
led  me  to  make  the  criticism  which  I  made  upon 
these  provisions.  I  beg  pardon  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  if  it  seemed  to  be  unkind. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  DAWES.  It  occurred  to  me  that  this  was 
rather  a  com|)licated  matter.  '  It  would  appear  to 
the  unsophisticated  mind  to  be  a  matter  very  easily 
nrrangcJ ,  that  if  I  convey  my  real  estate  of  a  cer- 
tain value  I  shall  pay  a  certain  tax,  whether  I 
convey  it  in  one  way  or  the  other.  That  is  all  I 
have  to  say. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  strike  out  section 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one.  TIk!  Hume  thing  is 
provided  for  in  .section  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

Mrt  PENDLETON.  And  1  have  nrepared  an 
amendment  for  scctiuii  one  hundred  and  fifty- 


eight,  which  I  shall  offer  when  we  reach  that 
point. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  committee  to  go  back  to  section  one 
hundred  and  fifty -three,  that  I  may  offer  the  fol- 
lowing proviso  to  it: 

Proviiled,  That  sucli  instrument,  document,  or  paper 
shall  not,  hy  reason  of  such  omission,  become  invalid,  pro- 
vided such  omission  happened  hy  mistake  or  accident,  and 
that  fact  he  made  to  appear  by  affulavit  of  any  party  to  such 
instrument,  document,  or  paper,  or  other  person,  to  be 
made  before  any  officer  authorized  to  take  affidavits,  to  be 
used  in  courtsof  record  of  the  State  where  application  shall 
he  made  to  have  such  instrument,  document,  or  paper 
stamped  as  herein  provided,  and  provided  also  that  such 
affidavit  shall  be  filed  with  the  collector  of  the  district  in 
which  such  application  shall  be  madi! ;  and  the  party  apply- 
ing to  have  such  instrument,  document,  or  paper  stamped, 
shall  pay  to  such  collector  a  sum  sufficient  to  purchase  the' 
stamp  required  by  this  act  upon  such  instrument,  docu- 
ment, or  paper,  and  fifty  per  cent,  in  addition  thereto;  and 
upon  such  payment  being  made,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  collector  to  stamp  such  instrument,  document,  or  pa- 
per, and  cancel  such  stamp;  and  whenever  a  wrong  or  in- 
sufficient stamp  shall  have  been  affixed  to  any  such  instru- 
ment, document,  or  paper,  the  person  applying  to  such 
collector  to  have  the  same  stamped,  shall  only  be  required 
to  pay  to  such  collector  the  deficiency  between  such  stamp, 
so  atlixed,  and  the  one  required  by  this  act,  and  fifty  per 
cent,  thereon  in  addition  Wiereto. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  must  object  to  going  back 
to  that  section. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  move  to  amend  the  one 
hundred  and  fifty-sixth  section  by  striking  out  in 
line  five  the  woros  "  the  initials  of  his  nameand;" 
so  that  the  section  will  read: 

That  in  any  and  all  cases  where  an  adhesive  stamp  shall 
be  used  for  denoting  any  duty  imposed  by  this  act,  except 
as  hereinafter  provided,  either  the  person  using  or  affixing 
the  same  shall  write  thereupon  the  date  upon  whicji  the 
same  shall  be  attached  or  used,  &c. 

I  think  the  provision  of  the  section  as  it  stands 
is  an  unnecessary  and  inconvenient  one. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  think  that  amendment  is 
right. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  and  to  the  committee,  that 
some  mode  of  cancellation  of  this  kind  is  indis- 
pensably necessary. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.     The  date  is  enough. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  section  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight, 
as  follows: 

Sec.  158.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  make,  sign,  or  issue,  or  cause  to  be  made, 
signed,  or  issued,  or  shall  accept  or  pay,  or  cause  to  be  ac- 
cepted or  paid,  with  design  to  evade  the  payment  of  any 
stamp  duty,  any  bill  of  exchange,  draft,  or  order,  or  promis 


sory  note  for  thejiayment  of  money,  liabli;  to  any  of  the 

d  R' 
stamped,  or  having  thereupon  an  adhesive  stamp  for  de 


duties  imposed  m  this  act,  without  the  same  beijig  duly 


noting  the  duty  hereby  charged  thereon,  lie,  she,  or  they 
shall,  for  every  such  bill,  draft,  order,  or  note,  forfeit  the 
sum  of  $200. 

And  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  t!ft  following: 
Sec.  158.  ^nd  he  it  fvrthcr  enacted,  That  any  person  or 
persons  who  shall  make,  sign,  or  issue,  or  who  shall  cause 
to  be  made,  signed,  or  issued,  any  instrument,  document, 
or  paper  of  any  kind  or  description  whatsoever,  or  shall 
accept  or  pay,  or  cause  to  be  accepted  or  paid,  any  bill  of 
exchange,  draft,  or  order,  or  promissory  note  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money,  without  the  same  being  duly  stamped,  or 
having  thereupon  an  adhesive  stamp  for  denoting  the  duty 
chargeable  thereon,  with  intent  to  evade  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall,  for  every  sucli  offense,  forfeit  the  sum  of 
$200. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.THAYER.  Mr.  Chairman, itseemstobe 
admitted  by  everybody  that  the  old  law  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject  must  be  changed,  because  it 
has  been  a  fruitful  source  of  much  dishonesty  and 
unfair  advantages.  I  am  in  favor  of  adopting 
that  remedy  which,  while  it  shall  best  execute  the 
law,  will  at  the  same  time  remedy  the  evils  com- 
plained of.  A  great  many  people  have  had  an 
unfair  advantage  taken  of  them  by  reason  of  an 
inadvertent  omission  to  affix  stamps  to  instru- 
ments to  which  they  were  parties. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  a  proviso  in  section  one  hundred 
and  sixty-three,  which  declares  that 

No  instrument,  document,  or  p.iper  mndn,  signed,  or 
Issued  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act  witiioui  biiiig  duly 
stamped,  or  having  thereon  nii  adhi'sive  stamp  to  denote 
the  duly  impo.sed  thereon,  shall,  for  that  <ause,  if  the  stamp 
or  stamps  ri'nuired  shall  be  subsequently  ulttxed,  be  deemed 
invalid  and  of  no  effect. 

Mr.  THAYER.  That  refers  to  the  same  sub- 
ject, but  it  is  not  the  provision  which  1  want  in- 


corporated in  the  bill.  Thissubjecthas  been  very 
much  agitated  in  England,  and  it  has  resulted  in 
the  adoption  of  a  system  which  has  been  found 
1  believe  to  operate  very  well,  and  is  probably  as 
good  as  any  that  can  bt  devised  for  pi'otectingat 
once  the  rights  of  the  Government  and  the  inter- 
ests and  safety  of  individuals. 

These  provisions  may  be  found  by  any  person 
who  has  curiosity  to  examine  the  subject  in  the 
British  statute  13  and  ]4  Vict.,  chap,  ninety-seveji. 
They  are  in  substance  this:  the  statute  in  the  first 
place  affixes  a  penally  for  not  stamping  the  instru- 
ment at  the  time  it  is  issued.  It  enables,  how- 
ever, parties  who  have  neglected  that  to  affix 
stamps  subsequently  on  paytnent  of  the  regular 
duty  chargeable  on  the  instrument,  and  on  payment 
of  the  penalty  imposed  by  law  for  the  omission. 
It  provides  also  for  the  cases  of  inadvertent  omis- 
sion of  the  stamp,  by  enabling  the  revenue  officer, 
at  the  request  of  the  party  interested,  to  attach 
the  stamp,  where  he  is  satisfied  that  the  omission 
has  been  from  inadvertence  or  mere  negligence, 
on  paymentofthe  regularduty,  without  penalty. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  1  do  not  believe  that  any 
sj^stem  can  be  devised  that  will  better  protect  at 
the  same  time  the  interests  of  the  Government  and 
those  of  the  individual  than  the  plan  adopted  in 
England.  In  the  first  place,  it  declares  the  instru- 
ment absolutely  void.  It  then  goes  on  and  pro- 
vides that  where,  however,  there  has  been  an 
omission  to  attach  the  proper  stamp  the  party 
may  have  it  attached  on  payment  of  the  prescribed* 
penalty,  £10.  He  is  to  do  that  in  the  presence 
of  the  officer  of  the  Government,  and  to  pay  him 
the  penalty.  The  officer  is  to  affix  the  stamp. 
The  other  provision  provides  that  where  the 
omissioii  has  been  through  mere  accident  and 
inadvertence,  the  party  may,  if  he  applies  within 
twelve  months  after  the  dale  of  the  instrument, 
have  the  stamp  affixed,  without  payment  of  the 
penalty,  in  the  presence  of  the  revenue  officer,  on 
simply  paying  the  stamp  duty. 

I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment  introducing 
these  features  into  the  law  now  under  consider- 
ation. My  amendment  is  to  substitute  for  the 
pending  section  the  one  hundred  and  filiy-first 
section  with  a  proviso,  so  that  it  will  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sec.  151.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  make,  sign,  and  issue,  or  issue  or  cause 
to  be  made,  signed,  and  issued,  any  instrument, document, 
or  paper  of  any  kind  or  description  whatsoever,  without 
the  same  being  duly  stamped  for  denoting  the  duly  hereby 
imposed  thereon,  or  without  having  thereupon  an  adhesive 
stamp  to  denote  said  duty,  such  person  or  per.-^ons  shall 
incur  a  penally  of  fifty  dollars,  and  such  instrument,  doc- 
ument, or  paper,  as  albresaid,  shall  be  deemed  invalid  and 
of  no  effect:  Provided,  however.  That  in  cases  where  the 
party  or  parties  have  not  affixed  to  such  deed,  instrument, 
document,  writing,  or  paper,  nVentioned  in  said  schedule 
11,  at  the  time  of  making  and  issuing  the  same,  the  stamp 
required  l)y  law,  he  or  they  shall,  if  subsequently  desirous 
of  affixing  sucli  stamp,  appear  before  the  collector  of  the 
proper  district,  who  shall,  upon  the  paymentofthe  price 
of  the  proper  stamp  and  of  the  said  penally  of  fifty  dollars, 
and  where  the  whole  amount  of  the  duty  denoted  by  ihe 
stamp  riiquired  sliall  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  on 
payment,  also,  of  interest  at  the  rate  of  Six  per  cent,  on  the 
said  duty,  affix  the  proper  stamp  to  such  instrument,  and  note 
upon  the  margin  of  said  instrument  the  date  of  his  so  doing 
and  the  fact  that  such  penally  lias  been  paid,  and  such  instru- 
mentsliall  thereupon  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  as  valid  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  if  stamped  when  made  or  issued: 
Provided,  That  where  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  collector, 
uponfialh  or  otherwise,  to  his  satisfaction,  that  any  instru- 
ment has  not  been  duly  stamped  previous  to  the  issuing  there- 
of l)yrea^on  of  accident,  mistake,  inadvertence,  or  urgent 
necessity,  and  vi^ithnut  any  willful  design  to  delV.iud  the 
Governmcntof  the  stamp  duty, or  to  evade  or  delay  the  pay- 
ment thereof,  then  and  in  such  case,  if  such  instrument 
shall,  witliiu  twelve  calendar  months  alter  the  signing  or 
executing  the  same,  be  brought  to  the  said  collector  to  be 
stamped,  and  the  stamp  duty  chargeable  thereon  by  law  shall 
he  paid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  collector  to  remit  the 
penalty  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  such  instrument  to  be  duly 
stamped. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  rise  to  oppose  the 
aiYiendment  qj'ihe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
Tlie  theory  upon  which  the  law  is  constructed 
is  that  these  instruments  shall  b'!  stamped  upon 
the  paying  of  the  penalty  which  is  affixed.  We 
provide  that  it  shall  be  invalid;  that  it  shall  not 
be  used  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  justice  until 
the  proper  stamp  shall  be  placed  upon  it.  ]  will 
say  that  we  intend  to  move  to  strike  out  the  one 
hundred  and  fifty-first  section,  and  so  to  amend 
the  one  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  section  as  to  de- 
clare invalid  any  such  (laper  until  a  stamp  shall 
be  affixed  to  it,  and  to  affix  a  penalty  for  uning 
such  paper  without  a  stamp  being  placed  upon  it. 
Mr.  IVIOURILL.     1  wish  to  uuk  my  cotlvaguc 
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on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  whether 
it  is  not  his  intention  to  make  this  section  so  read 
as  to  allow  deeds,  mortgages, and  titles,  executed 
withoutbeingstamped,  to  be  made  valid  ifstamped 
before  being  used;  but  at  the  same  time  to  make 
every  other  description  of  instrument,  in  respect 
to  which  the  law  requiring  stamps  to  be  affixed 
is  not  complied  with,  absolutely  invalid.  I  am 
willing,  so  far  as  the  title  of  land  is  concerned, 
to  allow  the  deed  to  become  valid  on  affixing  a 
proper  stamp;  but  i  think  itis  opening  rather  too 
wide  a  door  to  allow  that  provision  to  apply  to 
every  description  of  paper. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  In  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,  I  must  say  that  I  much  prefer 
that  none  of  these  papers  should  become  abso- 
lutely invalid,  in  consequence  of  a  failure  to  ap- 
ply to  them  the  proper  stamp.  I  am  in  favor  of 
imposing  penalties  for  a  failure  to  affix  the  stamps. 
I  am  in  favor  of  requiring  every  proper  means 
to  be  adopted  for  collecting  this  tax;  but  I  myself 
would  prefer  not  to  make  these  legal  instruments 
.  absolutely  invalid  in  consequence  of  the  failure 
of  the  parties  to  apply  the  proper  stamps. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  disEi- 
grced  to. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  now  move  to  strike 
out  section  one  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     That  has  already  been 
•done. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  was  not  aware  that  it 
had  been. 

Mr.  KASSON.  There  is  one  omission  to  which 
I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  It  was  found  necessary  in  connection  with 
the  operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department  to 
enact  a  law  imposing  penalties  for  canceling,  for 
erasing  the  canceling  marks  on  postage  stamps, 
for  the  purpose  of  using  the  same  stamps  again. 
Those  stamps  were  of  small  value;  but  the  rev- 
enue stamps  are  of  great  value,  and  such  a  pro- 
vision is  still  more  needed  in  respect  to  them  than 
in  respect  to  postage  stamps.  If  there  is  any 
provision  in  the  bill  covering  this  point,  it  has 
escaped  my  notice.  I  merelycall  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  to  it. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  If  the  gentleman  pro- 
poses to  move  an  amendment,  I  hope  he  willalso 
include  the  stamps  included  in  schedule  C. 

Mr.  KASSON.  With  the  consent  of  the  com- 
mittee I  propose  that  the  section  be  passed  over, 
until  some  opportunity  be  had  for  consultation  in 
reference  to  the  amendment  I  have  suggested. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  UPSON.  1  will  suggest  that  in  section 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six  the  words  "  his  or 
her  initials  and'!  should  be  struck  out,  in  order 
to  make  it  conform  to  the  amendment  already 
adopted. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  gentleman  is  correct. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.'GANSON.  I  move  to  strike  out  section 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  as  follows: 

Sec.  ]  59.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  acceptor  or 
acceptors  of  any  bill  of  excliange  or  order  lor  the  payment 
of  any  sum  of  money  drawn,  or  purporting  to  be  drawn,  in 
any  foreign  country,  but  payable  in  the  United  States,  shall, 
before  paying  or  accepting  tlie  same,  place  thereupon  a 
/  stamp,  indicating  the  duty  upon  the  same,  as  the  law  re- 
quires for  inland  bills  of  exchange,  or  promissory  notes, 
and  no  bill  of  exchange  shall  be  paid  or  negotiated  without 
such  stamp;  and  if  any  person  shall  pay  or  negotiate,  or 
ofl'er  in  payment,  or  receive  or  take  in  payment,  any  such 
draft  or  order,  the  person  or  persons  so  oflending  shall  for- 
feit the  sum  of  ;{flOO. 

It  Strikes  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  where  bills 
are  drawn  in  Canada  on  a  person  in  any  one  of 
the  States,  it  is  scarcely  right  to  require  the  per- 
son on  whom  they  are  drawn  to  affix  one  of  these 
stamps.  I  think  it  would  interfere  with  the  legiti- 
mate business  between  the  two  countries.  We 
shall  derive  very  little  revenue  from  it,  and  it  will 
prove  to  be  a  great  inconvenience. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  that  if  he  draws  a  bill  on  Can- 
ada, the  person  on  whom  it  is  drawn  will  make 
a  charge  for  affixing  a  stamp,  or  if  there  be  no. 
stamp  duty  there,  it  certainly  is  the  case  if  he 
draws  upon  England. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

,Mr.  UPSON.  I  would  lilce  to  know  whether 
the  expression  in  section  one  hundred  and  sixty — 

Whenever  any  bond  or  note  shall  be  secured  by  a  mort- 
gage, but  one  stamp  duly  shall  be  required  to  he  placed  on 


such  papers  :  Prodded, Tl\ntthe  stamp  duty  placed  thereon 
is  the  highest  rate  required  for  said  instruments,  or  either 
of  iheni — 

is  not  one  which  needs  to  be  considered  a  little? 

Mr.  FENTON.  The  same  provision  is  con- 
tained in  the  law  as  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  move  to  amend  section  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one  by  striking-out  all  after 
the  enacting  clause  down  to  and  including  the 
word  "  provided,"  in  the  fifteenth  line, as  follows: 

That  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  be,  and  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  sell  to  and  supply  collectors,  deputy 
collectors,  postmasters,  stationers,  or  any  other  persons,  at 
his  discretion,  with  adhesive  stamps,  or  stamped  paper, 
vellum,  or  parchment,  as  herein  provided  for,  in  amounts 
of  not  less  than  fifty  dollars,  upon  the  payment,  at  the  time 
of  delivery,  of  the  amount  of  duties  said  stamps,  stamped 
paper,  vellum,  or  parchment,  so  sold  or  supplied,  represent, 
and  may  allow,  upon  the  aggregate  amount  of  such  stamps, 
as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  as 
commission  to  the  collectors,  postmasters,  stationers,  or 
other  purchasers;  but  the  cost  of  any  paper,  vellum,  or 
parchment  shall  be  paid  by  the  purchaser  of  such  stamped 
paper,  vellnm,  or  parchnfent,  as  aforesaid:  Provided. 

I  think  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of  the  De- 
partment to  provide  collectors  with  these  stamps, 
so  that  they  may  distribute  them  to  persons  de- 
siring to  purchase.  I  do  not  see  any  propriety 
in  allowing  these  officers  a  commission  of  five 
per  cent,  for  selling  the  stamps.  It  is  made  ob- 
ligatory upon  every  person  drawing  one  of  these 
instruments  to  put  a  stamp  on  it,  and  the  sale  of 
these  stamps  will  not,  therefore,  be  increased  by 
any  provision  of  this  kind.  It  is  taking  five  per 
cent,  out  of  the  revenues  that  ought  to  go  to  the 
country,  and  for  that  i-eason  I  do  not  see  any  pro- 
priety in  this  allowance.  So  far  as  convenience 
is  concerned,  I  would  make  it  the  duty  of  the 
Commissioner  to  see  that  these  collectors  had 
these  stamps  upon  hand  from  time  to  time,  so 
that  they  might  sell  them  to  any  person  who  is 
compelled  to  use  theiKi  in  his  business. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  move  to  strike  out  in  the 
one  hundred  and  sixty-first  section  the  words 
"  and  may  allow,  upon  the  aggregate  amount  of 
such  stamps  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  not  exceed- 
ing five  per  cent,  as  commission  to  the  collectors, 
postmasters,  stationers,  or  other  purchasers." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  call  the  gentleman's  atten- 
tion to  section  one  hundred  and  seventy. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  want  to  say  that  I  do  not 
think  that  we  should  enable  this  class  of  officers 
to  make  this  five  per  cent.  There  is  no  need  of 
this.  Banks  have  to  iceep  these  stamps  on  hand 
and  supply  them  without  compensation.  Why, 
then,  should  these  men  make  five  per  cent,  outof 
the  Government.'     It  is  not  necessary. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  trust  that  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  I  know  banks  where  the  cash- 
iers did  this  business  gratuitously,  and  they  have 
since  refused  to  allow  it  to  be  done,  it  was  so 
much  trouble. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  162.  vSnii  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  any  person  to  present  to,  the  assessor  of  the  district, 
subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  otthe  Commissioner  of 
Internal  Revenue,any  instrument,  and  require  his  opinion 
whether  or  not  the  same  is  chargeable  witli  any  duty;  and 
if  the  said  Commissioner  shall  be  of  opinion  that  sneti  in- 
strument is  chargeable  with  any  stamp  duty,  he  shall,  upon 
the  payment  thereof,  affix  and  cancel  the  proper  stamp ; 
and  if  of  the  opinion  that  such  instrument  is  not  charge- 
able with  any  stamp  duty,itshall  be  lawful  forhim,  and  he 
is  hereby  required,  to  impress  thereon  a  particular  stamp, 
to  bo  provided  foe  that  purpose,  with  such  word  or  words 
or  device  thereon  as  he  shall  judge  proper,  which  shall  sig- 
nify and  denote  that  such  instrument  is  not  cliargeable  with 
any  stamp  duty,  or  is  chargeable  only  with  the  duty  by  him 
designated;  and  every  such  instrument  upon  which  the  said 
stamp  shall  be  impressed  shall  be  deemed  to  he  not  charge- 
able, or  to  be  chargeable  only  by  such  word  or  words  or 
device  as  shall  be  designated,  and  shall  be  received  in  evi- 
dence in  all  courts  of  law  or  equity,  notwithstanding  any 
objections  made  to  the  same  by  reason  of  its  being  un- 
stamped or  of  its  being  Insufficiently  stamped. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "assessor"  where  it  first  occurs  and  to  in- 
sert "  collector;"  before  the  word  "duty"  insert 
"stamp;"  and  strike  out"  Commissioner"  where 
it  occurs  the  second  time  and  insert  "collector." 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  The  papers  which  have 
been  presented  thusfar  have  been  papers  in  ref- 
erence to  which  doubt  existed  whether  they  re- 
quired stamps.  To  authorize  the  collectors  to 
settle  these  questions  is  not  right.  They  ai-e 
business  men  and  not  competent  to  settle  these 
questions.     I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

The  ameiidniient  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  GANSON.  The  gentleman  should  annex 
to  that  section  a  provision  for  punishing  collect- 
ors for  improperly  putting  these  stamps  of  ex- 
emption on  papers. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  There  is  a  section  for 
penalties  which  will  cover  all  of  these  cases. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  to  insert  these 
words,  "or  is  chargeable  only  with  the  duty  by 
him  designated;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  if  of  the  opinion  that  such  instrument  is  not  charge- 
able with  any  stamp  duty,  or  is  chargeable  only  with  the 
duty  by  him  designated,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him,  and  he 
is  hereby  required,  to  impress  thereon  a  particular  stamp, 
&c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved-  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him,"  "  or,"  and 
"  signify  and." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  by  him  designated"  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof "  denoted  by  the  stamp  affixed." 

Mr.  THAYER. "  What  practical  use  are  all 
the  provisions  contained  in  this  section  after  you 
have  destroyed  the  provision  in  reference  to  the 
validity  oftheinstrument.?  Theonly  reason  v<^ich 
existed  to  create  a  tribunal  to  decide  in  reference 
to  the  stamp  to  be  affixed  was  to  prevent  an  in- 
strument from  being  void.  So  long  as  that  has 
been  destroyed  I  do  not  see  what  use  these  pro- 
visions are. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  desire  to  say  in  re- 
sponse to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that 
the  object  of  this  section  is  to  enable  persons  who 
desire  to  comply  with  the  law  to  go  to  the  au- 
thorized officer  of  the  Government  to  ascertain 
whether  any  stamp  is  necessary,  and  if  so  what 
stamp. 

The  gentleman  says  that  is  not  necessary,  be- 
cause we  have  stricken  out  the  provision  w.hich 
renders  invalid  an  instrument  which  is  issued 
without  a  proper  stamp.  But  I  submit  to  him 
that  while  we  have  stricken  out  the  provision 
which  renders  it  invalid,  we  have  imposed  a  pen- 
alty which  is  to  be  avoided  by  the  exercise  of  the 
rules  prescribed  by  this  section;  and  we  have 
also  prevented  an  instrument  from  being  valid  as 
an  instrumentof  evidence  until  a  stamp  is  affixed, 
and  in  that  case  it  will  be  necessary  for  a  court, 
perhaps,  to  determine  what  will  be  the  proper 
amount  of  the  stamp.  By  this  section  on  which 
we  are  now  engaged  these  difficulties  are  obviated. 
A  man  who  issues  a  stamp  will,  if  he  takes  the 
precaution  here  indicated,  never  be  subject  to  an 
indictment  for  an  iiifraction  of  this  law,  and  a  man 
wishing  to  introduce  a  document  in  evidence  in  a 
court  will  never  find  it  subject  to  the  objection 
that  it  has  not  the  proper  stamp  affixed  to  it,  or 
to  be  turned-  out  of  court,  or  to  have  the  court 
delayed  until  he  can  procure  the  proper  stamp. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman how  he  could  possibly  convict  a  man  of 
an  intention  to  defraud  the  Government  by  the 
omission  to  use  a  stamp.' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Why,  if  you  prove  the 
fact  by  the  collector,  whose  duty  it  is  to  inform 
a  party  what  the  proper  stamp  is,  and  who  re- 
sides in  the  city,  place,  or  neighborhood  where 
the  man  issued  the  unstamped  instrument,  that 
he  did  not  make  of  him  the  inquiry,  the  pre- 
sumption arises  that  he  issued  the  instrument 
intending  to  evade  the  law. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  deny  that  the  presumption 
of  law  would  be  such  as  the  gentleman  supposes. 
On  the  contrary,  the  presumption  of  law  would 
be  in  favor  of  his  innocence,  and  that  the  omis- 
sion may  have  arisen  from  unintentional  neglect; 
and  in  order  to  fasten  this  extreme  penalty,  this 
absurd  penalty  of  $200,  which  you  will  never  be 
able  to  collect,  you  would  have  to  prove  beyond 
all  question  that  he  knew  of  the  existing  law, 
apd  that  he  had  intentionally  neglected  to  put 
the  stamp  on.  In  other  words,  you  would  have 
to  prove  that  he  did  it  for  the  purpose  of  defraud- 
ing the  Government. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  sixty-two,  in  line  eighteen,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  by  such  word  or  words 
or  device  as  shall  be  designated,"  and  inserting 
"  with  the  duty  denoted  by  the  stamp  so  aflixed;" 
so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

And  every  such  instrument  upon  which  the  .^aid  stamp 
shall  be  hnpiessod  slmll  be  deemed  to  be  not  chargeable, 


1884 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  26, 


nr  to  be  chargeable  only  with  tlie  duty  deiiotf  d  by  tin,'  stamp 
*<)  affixed,  and  shall  be  received  in  evidence  in  all  courts 
of  law  or  equity,  notwithstanding  anyobjections  made  to 
the  same  by  reason  of  its  being  unstamped,  or  of  its  being  in- 
eufficiently  stamped. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  move  to  amend  in  line 
four  by  inserting  after  the  word  "instrument" 
the  words  "not  previously  issued  or  used,"  so 
that  the  clause  will  read: 

And  if  the  said  Commissioner  shall  be  of  opinion  that 
Fuch  instrnnjenl,  not  previously  issued  or  used,  is  charge- 
able with  any  stamp  duty,  he  shall,  upon  the  payment  there- 
of, affix  and  cancel  the  proper  stamp. 

Section  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  having 
been  read,  as  follo.ws — 

■^nd  be  il  further  enacted,  That  no  deed,  instrument, 
document,  writing,  or  paper  required  by  law  to  be  stamped, 
Figned  or  issued  without  bi;ingduly  stamped,  or  with  ade- 
ficient  stamp,  nor  any  copy  thereof,  shall  be  admitted  or 
used  as  evidence  in  any  court  until  a  legal  stamp  or  stamps, 
denoting  the  amount  of  duty  oriieficiency  charged  thereon, 
shall  have  been  affixed  thereto  or  used  thereon,  and  the  in- 
itials of  the  person  using  or  affixing  the  same,  together 
with  the  date  when  the  same  is  so  used  or  affixed,  shall 
have  been  placed  thereon  by  such  person;  and  the  person 
desiring  to  use  any  such  deed,  instrument,  document,  writ- 
ing, Oj-  paper  as  evidence,  his  agent  or  attorney,  is  author- 
ized^n  the  presence  of  the  court  to  affix  the  stamp  or 
Htamps  thereon  required,  and  in  addition  thereto  ;  and  in 
cases  where  soch  deed,  instrument,  document,  writing,  or 
paper  is  so  signed  and  issued  and  not  used  as  evidence  in 
any  court,  a  penalty  of  tvv'puty  dollars  shall  be  due  and 
payable;  and  when  the  duty  or  deficiency  remaining  un- 
paid .-hall  amount  to  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  interest 
tjiereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  shall  be 
paid  as  an  additional  penalty  :  ProvUed,  Thut  no  instru- 
ment, document,  or  paper  made,  signed,  or  issued  prior  to 
tlio  passage  of  this  act  without  being  duly  stamped,  or  hav- 
ing thereon  an  ndh<!sive  stamp  to  denote  the  duty  imposed 
thereon,  shall,  for  that  cause,  if  the  stamp  or  stamps  re- 
quired shall  be  subsequently  affixed,  be  deemed  invalid  and 
of  no  effect 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  to  amend  in  line 
three,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  stamped"  the 
words  "  wiiich  hns  been." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  move  to  strike  out  of 
lines  six  and  seven  the  words  "or  deficiency 
charged  thereon." 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  strike  out  of 
line  seven  the  words  "  or  used  thereon." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  following  words: 

And  in  addition  thereto;  and  in  cases  where  such  deed. 
Instrument,  document,  writing,  or  paper  is  so  signed  and 
issued  ar»d  not  used  as  evidence  in  any  court,  a  penally  of 
twenty  dollars  shall  be  due  and  payable;  and  wlien  the 
duty  or  deficiency  remaining  unpaid  shall  amount  to  the 
sum  of  twenty  dollars,  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  shall  be  paid  as  an  additional  penalty. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
_  Mr.  PENDLETON.     I  move  to  strike  out  of 
line  eight  the  words  "  initials  of  the  person  using 
or  affixing  the  same,  together  with  the." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  move  to  amend  in  lines 
twcnty-ono  and  twenty-two,  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act." 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  1  do  not  know  but  this 
amendment  may  be  in  line  with  the  purpose  of 
the  committee  as  expressed  in  previous  votes;  but 
1  wish  to  say  that  1  think  we  have  very  poor  se- 
curity for  the  use  of  slainps  when  we  rely  entirely 
upon  penalties  which  may  be  recovered  against 
persons  wlio  choose  to  use  them.  TJie  security 
of  the  country  in  the  use  of  stamps  is  to  make 
the  papers  invalid  wliere  stamps  are  not  used, 
and  genllemci)  have  come  to  understand  that  and 
to  act  upon  it.  Very,  little  hardship  will  arise 
from  making  the  pzrpers  invalidj  and  whenever 
there  is  a  cn,se  of  hardship  it  is  competent  for 
Congress  to  relieve  it.  Security  is  to  be  found 
only  in  that  oour.sc. 

iMr.  GANSON.  I  would  rather  rely  on  tht 
patriotism  of  the  people. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  Well,  I  do  not  know 
about  ihui. 

Mr.  GANSON.  1  am,  surprised  to  hear  the 
g(;i)tl(,-man  from  Massucliusettn  quea^ion  the  qja- 
iriotism  of  the  people.  This  is  me.rt;ly  a  system 
of  (Mxuiion  for  ilie  support  of  tlie  Governmuiit. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  understand  that  patriot- 
i«m  will  do  some  tliing.s,  but  to  tax.  and  to  please 
is  jiot  given  to  man.  Whoever  taxes  the  people 
must  provide  some  way  of  enforcing. the  lax. 

The  amendment  WHS  agreed  to. , 


The  hour  of  half  past  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,  hav- 
ing now  arrived,  the  committee  rose,  and  the 
House  took  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock  p.  m. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

TheHouse  reassembled  at  seven  o'clock  p.  m. 
MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  ; 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  19th  instant 
from  Lord  Lyons  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  subject 
of  two  British  naval  officers  who  recently  received  medi- 
cal treatment  at  tlie  naval  hospital  at  Norfolk.  The  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  Surgeon  Solomon  Sharp  to  accept 
the  piece  of  plate  to  which  the  note  refers,  as  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  his  services,  is  submitted  to  your  consideration. 
ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  .Spril  23,  1864. 

The  message  and  accompanying  paper  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  a.nd 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

CHARITABLE  FAIRS. 

Mr.  ARNOLD,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  release  certain  goods  from  the 
payment  of  duties;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time. 

The  joint  resolution  exempts  from  duty  goods 
donated  to  fairs  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanitary 
Commission  orfor  the  Christian  Commission, or 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Irish  national  fair  recently 
held  in  Chicago,  and  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  at  his  discretion,  to  release  such 
fairs  from  the  payment  of  auction  and  lottery 
licenses. 

The  jt)int  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  en- 
grossed, it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  passed;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  w^as  agreed  to. 

RAILROAD  GRANT. 

Mr.  DONNELLY,  by  unanimous  consent  and 
in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill 
making  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  Territories  of  Du- 
kotd  and  Idaho,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  said  Ter- 
ritories to  connect  with  the  railroad  system  of 
Minnesnta;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the-  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

LOUIS  ROBERTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WINDOiM,  by  unanimous 
consent,  bill  of  the  Senate  No.  234,  for  the  re- 
lief of  Louis  Roberts,  was  taken  fi^n  the  Speak- 
er's table,  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PublicLands. 

NORTHERN  PACIFIC  RAILROAD,  ETC. 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded,  as  the  regular  or- 
der of  business,  to  call  the  committees  fbrrefiorts, 
resuming  the  call  with  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  .  I  hold  in  my  hand  certain  pe- 
titions praying  the  sale  of  mineral  lands,  and 
asking  that  aidfbe  granted  for  the  construction  of 
the  Northern  Pacific  railroad.  I  am  instructed 
by  the  CoiYimitteeon  Public  Lands  to  report  that 
the  subject  of  our  mineral  lands  has  been  under 
consideration,  and  a  bill  will  be  reported  soon  on 
that  subject.  We  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petitions  in  regard  to 
the  Pacific  railroad,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the 
select  committee  on  that  subject. 

It  wus  so  ordered. 

MAIL  ROUTE  IN  WLSCONSIN. 

Oh  molioh  of  Mr.  JULIAN,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  was  disclwii-gcd  from  the  further 
considcrfttibn  of  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Wisconsin  inrelntiot)  to  mail  routes,  and  the  same 
was  ref«.'rr('d  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

DISPOSITION  OF  A  LAND-.QHANT. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JULIAN,  the  Committee  f>M 
PublicLands  wusdiKchargcd  from  ilii!  further  con- 
sideration of  A  bill  ta  allow  the  Sinte  of  Judiatia 


to  apply  certain  lands  granted  by  Congress  for 
agricultural  colleges  to  the  education  of  tlie  orphan 
children  of  soldiers,  &c.,  and  the  same  was  laid 
dpon  the  table. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  Indiana  has  notasked  for  any 
such  diversion  of  the  land  grant  referred  to,  and 
this  House  has  already  decided  against  it. 

PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  LOUISIANA. 

Mr.  JULIAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of 
patents  for  locations  made  under  certificates 
granted  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  March  17,  1862,  allowing  floats 
111  satisfaction  of  lands  sold  by  the  United  Stales 
within  the  limits  of  (he  Los  Omegas  and  La  Nana 
grants  in  Louisiana;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  how  extensive  these 
grants  are? 

Mr.  JULIAN.  The  grants,  as  I  understand, 
are  small  in  extent.  The  bill  simply  provides  for 
the  issuing  of  patents 'in  conformity  to  the  floats 
already  issued  under  act  of  Congress  of  March 
17,  1862.  The  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  recommends  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
inasmuch  as  a  patent  is  the  ordinary  and  appro- 
priftte  method  of  vesting  titles  by  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  UPSON.  Is  the  gentleman  unable  to  slate 
what  quantity  of  lands  this  bill  covers? 

Mr.  JULI  An.  I  am  unable  to  state  precisely, 
but  the  act  of  Congress  referred  to  declares  that 
the  grossamount  shall  not  exceed  seventeen  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres.  The 
bill  |irovides  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  may  issue  the  patents  when  he  is 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  locations  made  are  bona 
fide.  It  is  left  to  his  judgment  in  each  particular 
case. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  tinrie;and  being.engrossed,  it  was  accord- 
iilgly  read  the  third  lime. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  DA  WESi  Mr.  Speaker,  1  am  in  some  un- 
certainty about  this  bill.  These  land  grants  in  the 
Stateof  Louisiana  have  proved  to  be  the  grossest 
frauds  ever  perpetrated  on  the  country.  1  dp  not 
understand  exactly  the  connection  between  those 
land  grants  and  this  bill.  I  do  not  know  but  that  it 
may  be  all  right;  but  the  very  name  of  these  grants 
is  suspicious. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  The  bill  has  been  very  carefully 
considered.  It  was  framed  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office.  It  only  provides 
for  the  issuing  of  patents  where  floats  have  been 
already  located  under  the  act  of  Congress.  The 
title  under  the  floats  is  an  imperfect  and  irregular 
title.  The  object  of  this  bill  is  simply  to  perfect 
the  title  in  the  ordinary  way  by  patent. 

Mr.  DAWES.  What  is  the  extent  of  these 
lands? 

Mr.  JULIAN.  The  land's  consist  of  a  certain 
territory  referred  to  in  the  actof  Congressalready 
mentioned,  situate  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in 
respect  to  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  has  already  parted  with  its  interest.  It  is 
simply  proposed  to  issue  patents  where  floats  or 
certificates  have  already  been  issued  in  pursu- 
ance of  law. 

Mr.  DAWES.     Down  in  Louisiana? 

Mr.  JULIAN.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  caWnot  this  mat- 
ter wail  a  Utile  while  just  as  well?  These  lands 
cannot  be  improved  now.  1  think  thisthifig 
should  be  understood  a  little  more  fully. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  As  I  understand  the  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  it  covers  locations  hereafter  to  be 
made  as  well  as  those  already  made.  1  do  not 
know  whether  that  is  the  inieniion  of-  the  Corrt- 
mittce  on  Public  Landsr  but  I  think  it  should  be 
restricted  to  the  locations  heretofore  made. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  The  whole  matter  is  sabjectt(> 
the  jmlgrhent  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  GcireVAl 
Land  Office  under  the  act  of  Coiigrcs.s  of  March' 
17,  1862.  If  tlie  locaiions  are  bonafidi,  wlieihei" 
already  mrtde  or  hereafter  to  bi;  made,  thttliftW 
Office  may  i.ssue  patents  if  deemed  righti 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  suggest  that  iliS  bill  'be 
nmendi'd  .so  as  to  ro'strict  its  Operation  \.b  lairils 
hereloloie  located. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  The  bill  bus  been  framed  ex- 
actly in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Land 
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Office,  which  has  full  knowledge  of  the  whole 
suliject. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  can  only  be  amended 
"by  utianimoas  consent,  the  bill  having  been  read 
the  third  time. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  desire  to  oppose  this 
bill,  or  anything  that  may  appear  to  be  fair.  But 
these  Spanish  titles  covered  vast  tracts  of  land. 
They  were  bought  up  by  speculators.  Men  here 
in  Congress  speculated  in  them.  There  were  be- 
fore the  rebellion  people  located  on  these  lands 
cultivating  farms,  and  by  virtue  of  just  such  bills 
as  this  they  found  themselves  dispossessed  and 
driven  from  their  homes. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  state  of  things  down 
there  is,  or  whether  this  is  one  of  such  cases  as 
I  have  alluded  to.  But  it  seems  to -me  that  we 
can  hardly  touch  these  Spanish  titles  without 
getting  into  difficulty.  And  unless  my  friend 
from  Indiana  knows  something  personally  about 
this  matter,  so  as  to  be  able  to  state  to  the  House 
just  how  much  land  this  covers,  and  where  it  is, 
I  do  not  think  he  ought  to  ask  us  to  go  foritnow. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  says  that  this  bill 
is  satisfactory  to  the  General  Land  Office.  Well, 
.that  may  be  all  right.  I  have  all  confidence  in 
-the  Land  Office.  But  they  have  been  practiced 
upon  heretofore,_and  they  have,  sheltered  them- 
selves, and  been  obliged  to  shelter  themselves, 
under  these  statutes.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  that  with  general  consent  he  have 
the  bill  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  with  leave  to  reportat  another  time,  when 
more  full  information  can  be  given  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  make 
that  motion .'' 

Mr.  DAWES;  I  will  make  it,  or  let  the  gen- 
tleman make  it  himself,  if  acceptable. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  suggest  that  the 
statute  of  March  17,  1862,  which  this  bill  is  to 
carry  out,  be  read. 

Mr.  DAWES.  .  Very  well.  I  will  not  insist 
upon  my  motion  if  there  is  any  gentleman  in  the 
House  who  understands  this  matter  and  can  ex- 
plain it. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  If  the  law  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  referred  is  read,  1  think  that  will  ex- 
plain it. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  It  does  explain  the 
matter;  and  I  think  if  the  law  is  read  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  may  be  induced  to  with- 
draw his  objection.  I  send  it  to  the  Clerk,  and 
ask  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 
.  '^  Beit  enacted.  ^-c.jTl^at  it  shall  be  llie  duty  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  tlie  General  Land  Office  to  issue  and  to  deliver 
to  the  respective  owner  or  owners  of  the  Los  Omegas  and 
La  Nana  tracts  of  lands,  formerly  situated  in  the  parish  of 
Natchitoches,  now  parishes  of  Sabine  and  De  Soto,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  or  to  his  or  their  assigns  or  other  legal 
representatives,  certificates  or  floats,  in  the  usual  form,  for 
so  much  land  as  may  have  beeri  at  any  time  heretofore  sold, 
donated,  granted,  or  reserved  by  the  United  Slates  within 
said  tracts  of  land,  or  either  o(  them  ;  and  which  certifi- 
cates or  lloats  may  be  located  by  the  owner  or  holder  thereof 
on  any  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  and  subject  to 
private  entry  at  a  price  npt  exceeding  $1  25  per  acre,  and- 
which  certitieates  or  floats  shall  be  in  full  satisfaction  of  all 
claims  against  the  United  States  for  lands  so  sold,  donated, 
granted,  or  reserved  :  Provided,  That  as  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  ilie  issuing  of  the  floats  hereinbefore  authorized, 
the  claimant  or  claimants  shall  presentto  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  satisfactory  evidence  of  title 
thereto,  and  that  such  claimants  have  been  and  continue  to 
be  loyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States:  v3iirf 
provided  further,  That  such  certificates  and  floats  shall  not 
exceed  in  gross  seventeen  thousand  four  hundred  aiid 
seventy-seven  and  sixty-two  hundredths  acres. 

"Sec.  2.  «4niZ(ici</ur(Acrc»acte(/,  That  tliis  act  shall  take 
effect  immediately." 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio.  I  understand  that 
these  certificates  have  already  been  issued,  and 
that  they  have  been  located,  and  this  bill  is  merely 
to  complete  the  action  contemplated  by  the  act 
of  March  17,  1862. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  The  law  just  read  seems  to 
give  a  satisfactory  explanation,  and  I  now  de- 
mand the  previous  question. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  ask  him  one  question  first.'  Does  he  know 
v/hi.tlicr  these  lands,  thus  located,  are  unoccupied, 
or  whether  they  are  occupied  by  settlers  .'' 

Mr.  JULIAN.  I  cannot  give  the  gentleman 
that  information.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  in  the 
po.'?.session  of  the  Land  Office,  and  that  its  recom- 
mendation of  this  bill  is  made'  upon  that  knowl- 
edge. 1  think  the  gentleman  will  see  that  in  con- 
nection with  the  law  which  has  just  been  read  no 
abuse  can  grow  out  of  the  passage  of  this  bill. 


Mr.  DAWES.  I  think  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
insist  upon  my  motion  to  recommit  the  bilWwith 
leave  to  reportat  any  time.  In  the  mean  time 
this  information  can  be  obtained  from  the  General 
Land  Office  and  be  made  a  matter  of  record  here 
in  the  House  to  explain  this  very  singular  spe- 
cies of  legislation. 

The  previous  question  was  secojpdetj,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  with  leave  to  report  at 
any  time,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  recommitted;  and  also  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

OREGON  DONATION  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  JULIAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  back  the  bill  (S.No.  181)  in  ref- 
erence to  donation  claims  in  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  whenever 
it  shall  appear  that  two  donation  settlers  in  the 
State  of  Oregon  or  Washington  Territory  shall 
hold  their  conterminous  improvements  in  such  a 
manner  as  may  require  a  half  quarter  section  to 
be  divided  into  two  equal  parts  by  a  line  north 
and  south  or  east  and  west,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Commissioner. of  the  General  Land  Office  to 
issue  patents  recognizing  for  each  claimant  such 
subdivisions;  this  enactment  to  include  cases  ex- 
isting at  the  date  of  the  act,  where  the  claim  may 
be. proved  and  established  according  to  law. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  JULIAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INCREASE  OF  SOLDIERS'  PAY. 

Mr.  WINFIELD,by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  one  thousand  two  hundred 
wives  and  daughters  of  soldiers,  asking  for  an  in- 
crease of  their  pay;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

MICHIGAN  AVAGON  ROAD  LAND  GRANT. 

Mr.  DRIGGS,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  back  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  227) 
grantirig  lands  to  the  State  of  Michigan  for  the 
construction  of  certain  wagon  roads  for  military 
and  postal  purposes.  The  bill  was  read.  It 
grants  to  the  State  of  Michigan  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  wagon  road  from  Saginaw  City  to  the 
Straits  of  Mackinaw,  at  the  rate  of  three  sections 
of  land  to  the  mile.  Also,  for  a  road  from  Grand 
Rapids  through  Newaygo,  Traverse  City,  and 
Little  Traverse,  to  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw,  pub- 
lic lands  at  the  rate  of  three  sections  to  the  mile. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Idesire  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman what  is  the  length  of  these  proposed  roads. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  I  propose  briefly  to  state  the 
principal  features  of  the  bill,  and  in  that  state- 
ment will  answer  the  gentleman's  question. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  The  gentleman  willalsoallow 
me  to  state  that  it  seems  to  me  three  sections  of 
public  land  to  the  mile,  for  tlie  construction  of  a 
wagon  road,  is  a  pretty  liberal  donation. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  This  bill  provides  a  grant  to 
the  State  of  Michigan  ofalternat*  sections  for  three 
miles  on  each  side  of* the  road,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  road  referred  to.  But  it  will  be 
understood  that  the  amount  granted  is  limited 
to  three  sections  only  to  the  mile.  The  land,  of 
itself,  will  not  be  sufficient  to  build  the  road,  but 
is  intended,  as  the  bill  itself  states,  to  aid  the  State 
of  Michigan  in  that  object.  The  distance,  in  an- 
swer to  the  question  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  from  Saginaw  City  to  the  Straits  of  Mack- 
inaw is  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles. 

I  desire  to  say  to  the, House  that  although  mil- 
itary necessity  is  now  claimed  for  almost  every 
measure  that  is  presented  here,  I  think  the  facts 
will  convince  any  gentleman  who  will  examine 
them  that  in  this  instance  it  is  not  a  mere  pre- 
tense. It  is  well  known  that  we  have  important 
fortifications  at  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw,  and  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  roat^h  tliose  fortifications 
during  at  least  six  tnonths  in  the  year.  During 
half  of  every  year,  communication  with  that  lo- 
cality is  cut  ofl'  almost  as  completely  as  if  an 
ocean  intervened  between  the  lower  portion  of 
Mii'.higan  and  that  norlhorn  pottion,  by  reason  of 


the  wilderness  through  which  the  passage  has  to 
be  made. 

1  will  state  further,  that  at  the  time  it  was  sup- 
posed a  rupture  between  the  British  Government 
and  the  United  States  might  possibly  occur,  our 
Government  deemed  if  important  to  send  there 
some  packages  of  muskets,  for  the  purpose  of 
defending  the  works  at  that  point,  to  which  the 
approach  from  the  Canada  shore  is  very  easy. 
The  Government  paid  at"  the  rate  of  $150  for 
each  package  of  muskets  to  be  carried  through 
this  wilderness,  by  means  of  Indians,  who  were 
employed  for  that  purpose. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not  detain  the  House  by  going 
into  the  details  of  this  matter.  I  think  a  very 
slight  examination  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy 
every  member  that  the  bill  is  right  and  just.  The 
bill  has  been  very  carefully  drawn,  has  been  fully 
considered,  and  unanimously  reported  by  the 
Committee  On  Public  Lands.  If  the  grants  are 
mad-e  the  road  will  be  built.  It  will  not,  like  a 
great  many  of  the  railroitds  for  vi/hich  grants 
have  been  made,  keep  the  lands  out  of  market 
for  six,  eight,  or  ten  years,  without  any  prospect 
of  building  a  road  at  all. 

The  bill,  I  repeat,  has  been  very  carefully  drawn 
and  guarded.  It  makes  it  imperative  upon  the 
State  to  build  the  road  in  a  very  short  period  or 
the  lands  will  revert  again  to  the  Government. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman] 
when  I  first  presented  the  bill  requested  m^  not 
to  call  the  previous  question  until  he  could  have 
an  opportunity  to  discuss  it.  He  has  informed 
me  to-day  that  upon  examination  he  thinks  it 
is  right,  and  that  he  will  not  oppose  its  passage. 
Unless  some  other  gentleman  desires  to  debate 
the  bill,  I  will  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Before  the  gentleman  calls 
the  previous  question,  I  ask  him  to  have  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  first  section  and  the  second  section 
of  the  bill  read  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting 
whether  the  word  "  Governor"  should  not  be 
stricken  out  and  "Legislature"  inserted. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Jlnd  it  is  herehy  provided,  That  in  case  it  shall  appear 
that  the  United  States  shall  have  (when  the  lines  or  routes  of 
said  roads  are  definitely  established)  sold  or  reserved  any 
sections  or  parts  of  sections,  granted  as  aforesaid,  or  that 
the  riglits  of  preijmptioa  or  homestead  have  attached  to  the 
same,  so  as  to  leave  a  deficiency  in  the  amount  to  be  se.- 
lected  within  the  limits  designated,  then  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  tlie  commissioners  or  agents  to  be  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  said  State,  to  select  (siitijectto  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior)  from  the  even  vacant  sections  of 
land  belonging  to  tlie  United  Statesnearest  tothe  threemile 
limits  aforesaid,  such  quantity  as  shall  be  necessary  to  make 
up  the  deficiency  thus  created  :  Provided  further,  That  the 
lands  hereby  granted  shall  be  exclusively  reserved,  held, 
and  applied  in  the  construction  of  said  roads,  and  shall  be 
appropriated  and  disposed  of  only  as  the  work  progresses, 
in  quantities  and  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as 
the  Governor  of  the  State  shall  provide ;  and  in  no  event 
shall  they  be  appropriated  or  disposed  of  for  any  other  pur- 
pose whatsoever. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  any  and  all  lands 
heretofore  reserved  to  the  United  States  by  any  act  of  Con- 
gress, or  in  any  other  manner  by  competent  authority,  for 
any  public  work,  or  for  any  other  purpose  whatsoever,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  reserved  to  the  United  Stales 
from  the  operation  of  tl\is  act,  except  so  far  as  it  may  be 
necessary  to  locate  the  routes  of  said  roads  through  such 
reserved  lands ;  in  which  cr.se  tin;  rights  of  way  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby,  granted,  subject  to  the  approval  of  thePresr 
ident  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman 
that  our  Legislature  meetsonly  once  in  two  years; 
that  only  five  years  are  given  to  complete  the  road; 
and  thatafter  due  consideration  it  was  thought  that 
the  Executive  would  watch  over  the  road  and  see 
that  the  provisions  of  the  law  were  properly  car- 
ried out. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  This  bill  would  place  the 
whole  management  of  this  grant  v/ithin  the  con- 
trol of  the  Governor.  It  seems  to  me  a  very  large 
power  to  confer  upon  the  Governor  of  a  State.  I 
suggest  that  that  power  had  better  be  vested  in 
the  Legislature.  I  desire  also  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man what  is  the  length  of  these  roads. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  I  have  already  stated  that  the 
distance  from  the  Saginaw  to  IVlackinaw  straits 
is  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  counting  by  seo> 
tions, 

Mr.  FIOLMAN.  Are  both  roads  about  the 
same  length-.'' 

Mr.  DRIGGS.     Very  nearly, 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
that  the  bill  had  better  be  amended  so  as  to  confer 
these  powers  on  the  Legislature  rather  than  on 
the  Governor  of  the  Stale. 


1886 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  26, 


Mr.  DRIGGS.  I  do  not  like  to  refuse  tlie  gen- 
tleman anytliins;.  We  have  full  confidence  tiint 
our  Executive  will  do  what  is  riglit.  I  hope  that 
the  gentleman  will  not  insist  on  his  aVnondment. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  know  whether 
there  is  any  provision  in  this  bill  by  which  these 
dirt  roads  are  to  be  kept  in  repair  when  they  are 
constructed? 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  There  is  such  a  provision  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  whether  Congress  has 
ever  heretofore  granted  to  a  State  lands  for  build- 
ing dirt  roads.' 

Mr.  DRIGGS.     It  has. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  have  never  heard  of  any. 
It  may  have  been  done  in  regard  to  Territories. 
If  we  have  not,  I  think  that  this  is  a  wrong  time 
to  begin. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  Let  me  add  one  or  two  re- 
marks further.  Congress  has  granted  lands  to 
Michigan  for  two  railroads,  and  unless  they  are 
constructed  within  two  years  these  lands  will  re- 
vert to  the  Uiiited  States.  Then  we  will  be  left 
without  any  lands  at  all.  We  ask  this  grant  of 
lands  to  enable  us  to  build  a  practical  wagon  road 
thriJligh  this  new  country  so  as  to  induce  set- 
tlement and  emigration.  Unless  this  be  done  it 
will  remain  a  wilderness  for  years.  It  is  also 
necessary  to  haveasure  meansof  communication 
between  the  fortifications  of  the  Government  and 
for  fhe  transmission  of  the  mails.  Our  mails  are 
carried  to-day  from  Saginaw  by  Indians  and  dog 
trains.  If  some  "  poor  dog  Tray  "  sickens  and 
dies,  the  people  are  deprived  of  their  mails.  I 
do  not  want  that  condition  of  things  to  continue. 
I  think  that  I  might  base  this  proposition  upon 
military  and  postal  grounds  alone.  It  is  also 
necessary,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
emigration  into  that  region.  If  we  cannot  get 
railroads  we  must  have  these  wagon  roads.  I 
demajid  the  previou.s  question. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  gentleman  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  asked  the  gentleman 
whether  grants  of  land  had  been  made  by  Con- 
gress to  States  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  dirt 
roads.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  such  grants 
had  been  made  to  Territories  and  not  to  States. 
I  think  that  grants  have  been  made  to  States  and 
not  to  Territories.  Congress  has  usually  granted 
money  to  the  Territories  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing these  roads  and  lands  to  the  States.  1  had 
occasion  in  drawing  a  bill  this  session  to  examine 
the  law,  and  I  followed  a  bill  passed  during  the 
I^st  Congress,  granting  lands  to  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota  to  build  a  wagon  road. 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  re- 
ferring the  gentleman  from  Vermont  to  a  prece- 
dent. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  Whathas  become  of  the  lands 
granted  by  Congress  for  a  railroad  along  the 
lakes.' 

Mr.  DRIGGS.  There  was  no  such  grant  by 
Congress.     1  demand  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  lime;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  DRIGGS  demanded  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  previous  ques- 
tion was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered; 
and  under  the  operation  thereof  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  DRIGGS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

GRANT  OF  LANDS  TO  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  DRlGGSalso,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  back  House  bill  No.  247, 
granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  build 
a  military  road  to  Lake  Superior. 

The  bill  was  read  in  exlenso. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  Ijeing  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DRJGG.S  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SOLOMON   WADSWOUTfl. 
Mr.  ALLISON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon 


Wadsworlh;  which  received  its  several  readings, 
and  was  engrossed  and  passed. 

Mr.  ALLISON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DENVER  IN  COLORADO. 

Mr.  ALLreON  also,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
citizens  of  Denver,  in  the  Territory  of  Colorado; 
which  received  its  several  readings,  and  was  en- 
grossed and  passed. 

Mr.  ALLISON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the' table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

GRANTS  OF  LAND  TO  IOWA. 

Mr.  ALLISON  also,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  back  with  sundry  amend- 
ments a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1.59)  for  a  grant  of  lands 
to  the  State  of  Iowa,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  in  said  State. 

The  several  amendments  recommended  by  the 
committee  were  considered  and  agreed  to,  and 
then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  lime;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ALLISON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  "was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLISON  also,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  back  with  amendments  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  381)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  make  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa 
in  alternate  sections  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
a  certain  railroad  in  said  State,"  approved  May 
15, 1856. 

The  several  amendments  reported  by  the  com- 
miitee  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  move  to  amend  the  first 
section  by  inserting  in  line  eighteen  after  the  word 
"  county"  the  following: 

Or  on  or  near  llic  line  as  recorded  and  located  in  1856 
or  1857  vvlio're  the  same  passt^s  through  Jasper  county  im- 
mediately north  of  the  town  of  Newton,  in  said  county. 

It  is  proposed  in  this  bill  that  Des  Moines  and 
Council  Bluffs  shall  be  made  points.  Newton, 
in  Jasper  county,  was  on  the  line  of  the  road  as 
originally  located  in  1856  or  1857,  upon  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  land  grant  by  the  Stale  of  Iowa. 
I  may  say  that  the  residents  of  that  town,  one  of 
the  most  flourishing  in  the  State,  and  one  of  the 
best  business  centers  in  one  of  our  best  counties, 
fear  that  this  road  may  now,  to  favor  private  in- 
terests, be  turned  away  from  them.  They  have 
wilh  great  enterprise  built  up  a  town,  anticipating 
that  the  old  line  would  be  retained.  They  have  an 
interest  in  this  land  grant  given  to  theState;  they 
have  an  interest  in  the  State  franchise  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Missouri  railroad;  and  this  amend- 
ment simply  proposes  that  the  company  shall 
locate  the  line  and  build  the  road  as  was  intended 
in  1856  or  1857,  when  this  land  grant  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  Slate  as  donated  by  Congress. 

Without  this  amendment  the  company  may 
run  the  road  where  they  please;  yet  I  have  no 
evidence  of  any  bad  faith.  They  may  go  far 
away  from  that,  town,  and,  by  a  rival  interest,  de- 
preciate property  and  do  gi-eat  injustice  to  these 
people  who  have  there  built  up  a  town  and  made 
a  business  center,  and  erected  one  of  the  best 
public  buildings  in  the  State,  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  road  would  be  built  as  originally 
located.  If  that  cannot  be  done  they  would  much 
prefer  that  there  should  be  no  change  in  the  ori- 
gitial  bill, and  that  the  old  land  gram,  with  its  con- 
ditions, should  remain  as  it  was.  In  that  event, 
the  company  would  be  required  to  build  the  road 
on  or  near  the  line  as  located  in  1856  or  1857. 
There  ought  not  to  be  any  objection  to  this 
amendment,  which  is  so  plamly  just,  and  I  trust 
there  will  not  be. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  cannot  consent  that  the  amend- 
ment shall  be  adopted  without  the  House  under- 
standing the  position  of  affairs.  The  original 
bill  provides  thatthe  company  shall  build  the  road 
through  a  certain  town,  or  as  near  to  it  as  prac- 
ticable, and  1  presume  any  gentlemen  arquainted 
with  railroad  building  or  the  building  of  any  other 
kind  of  road  are  well  satisfied  that  it  is  not  a 
very  easy  mu>ter  to  build  a  roud  of  any  kind  upon 


land  which  is  not  practicable.  If  it  is  practicable 
to  build  a  road  through  that  town,  the  bill,  as  it 
stands  now  reported,  will  compel  the  company  to 
build  the  road  through  that  town.  If  it  is  noP 
|-.racticable  to  build  the  road  through  that  town, 
then  I  ask  whether  the  House  is  willing  to  pass 
a  law  compelling  a  company  to  build  a  road 
where  not  practicable.''  That  is  the  simple  ques- 
tion. The  bill  provides,  in  expiess  and  simple 
language,  that  the  road  shall  be  built  along  a  cer- 
tain line,  or  as  near  to  it  as  practicable.  And  I 
undertake  to  say  that  no  gentleman  who  under- 
stands anything  about  the  construction  of  roads 
will  find  any  company  to  construct  a  road  in  a 
place  where  it  is  impiaclicable  to  build  it.  I  hope, 
therefore,  the  amendment  will  not  prevail,  but  that 
the  bill  will-  be  left  where  the  committee  left  it. 

Mr.  GRINNELL..  1  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  I  am  a  friend  of  this  bill  and  a  friend  of  the 
railroad.  My  colleague,  who  has  just  spoken, 
holds  the  same  relation  to  the  Mississippi  and  Mis- 
souri railroad  as  myself,  and  I  wish  the  railroad 
to  progress  to  the  Pacific.  He  has  no  more  friend- 
ship for  the  road  than  I  have,  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  placed  in  a  false  position.  But,  sir,  he  says 
that  the  word  "  practicable"  in  this  bill  is  enough, 
and  is  all  that  I  should  ask.  I  say  that  it  is  as  in- 
definite as  the  word  "moreover,"  which  we  al- 
ways used  in  translating  Latin  when  we  came  to 
a  stumbling  place.  Sir,  I  do  not  propose  that  this 
word  "  practicable"  shall  be  interpreted  by  the 
company.  It  may  involve  litigation,  and  is  a 
word  that  should  never  be  put  into  a  bill  of  this 
character. 

Sir,  a  survey  was  made  some  eight  years  ago, 
and  the  line  was  located  by  intelligent  engineers 
on  a  practicable  route,  which  'is  nearer  by  one 
quarter  or  one  third  of  a  mile  than  any  other  line 
that  can  be  located.  That  I  assert,  having  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  country. 

Now,  what  I  propose  is  simply  this:  that  t-his 
town,  containing  two  or  three. thousand  inhabit- 
ants, who  have  gone  there  and  with  their  enter- 
prise and  money  have  located  a  county  seat,  shall 
not  be  utterly  destroyed  because  they  have  based 
their  expectations  of  future  prosperity  upon  the 
building  of  this  railroad.  1  assert  only  this  is 
justice  to  all  parlies.  I  understood  my  friend 
from  the  Des  Moines  district  to  agree  that  this 
point  should  be  named  in  the  bill;  and  it  would 
be  unjust  to  pass  the  bill  unless  it  guarded  the 
rights  of  these  people,  who  are  seconil  to  no  com- 
munity in  patriotism  and  intelligence. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  have  very  carefully  ctmsidered  this  bill; 
they  deemed  it  impracticable  to  adopt  this  amend- 
ment and  they  adopted  the  provision  now  in  the 
bill. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  only 
in  reply  to  my  colleague. 

Mr.  ALLISON.     1  cannot  yield  further. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  submit  that  it  is  hardly 
fair  to  me  if  I  am  cut  off  from  further  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  Well,  I  will  yield  to  my  col- 
league to  make  what  explanation  he  desires. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  simply  wish  to  remark 
that  this  amendment  is  substantially  what  was 
agreed  upon  by  the  gentleman  representing  this 
company,  and  my  friend  from  the  Keokuk  dis- 
trict [Mr.  Wilson]  knows  very  well  that  it  is  sub-  f 
stantially  what  was  agreed  upon,  but  I  will  not 
further  resist  if  the  House  chooses  to  follow  the 
committee.    1  ask  a  division  on  my  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  offer  the  following  proviso 
to  the  second  section  of  the  bill: 

Proviifcd,  That  tlicaid  company  shall  not  he  entitled  to 
and  shall  not  receive  any  land  under  tlii.s  grant  which  is 
situate  within  lil'lecn  miles  of  ili<:  Burlington  and  Missouri 
river  railroad,  as  indicated  hy  the  map  of  said  road  now 
on  file  in  the  General  Land  Office. 

I  understand  that  that  proviso  meets  the  ap- 
proval of  my  colleague  who  ha.s  charge  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  following  as  an  additional  section  to 
come  in  after  section  two: 

Pkc.S.  ^nd  he  it  further  cnnctcrf.  That  the  nurlington 
and  Missonri  River  Railroad  Company,  a  corporation  organ- 
i^ud  wiuW.r  the  laws  n'f  the  State  oi'  Iowa,  and  to  which 
.Maid  StaKr  granli'd  n  portion  of  the  land  grant  mentioned 
in  thf  liile  (if  this  act  lo  aul  in  the  coM.slruclion  of  a  rail- 
road from  Burlington,  in  said  State,  to  the  Missouri  river, 
shall   be   entitled  to  receive,  and  the   Secretary  of  tlie 
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Interior  shall  cause  to  be  certified  and  conveyed  to  said 
company  from  time  to  time  as  tlie  road  progresses,  out  of 
any  lands  now  lielojiging  to  the  United  States  and  sul)ject 
to  entry  witliin  six  miles  of  said  road  as  now  located,  an 
amount  of  land  per  mile  equal  to  that  mentioned  in  the 
act  to  which  this  act  is  an  amendment,  as  intended  to  aid 
in  tlie  construction  of  said  road  ;  and  if  the  amount  of  land 
granted  by  the  original  act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
said  road  shall  not  be  found  within  the  limit  of  six  miles 
from  the  line  of  said  road,  then  such  selections  may  be 
made  along  such  line  within  twenty  miles  thereof. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  offer  the  following  as  an 
additional  section  to  the  bill,  to  come  in  after  sec- 
tion six: 

Sec.  7.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  conditions 
and  limitations  contained  in  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  an. 
amendment,  and  not  hereinbefore  expressly  charged,  shall 
attach  to  and  run  witli  tlie  grants  made  by  this  act  except 
as  the  said  conditions  and  limitations  have  been  modified 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  as  an  additional  section  to  come  in  before 
the  lust  section  what  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  amendment  was  read.  It  provides  that  no 
lands  shall  be  certified  (o  either  of  the  companies 
named  in  tiie  bill  unless  it  shall  complete,  ready 
for  the  rolling  stock,  within  one  year  from  the 
1st  day  of  July  next,  a  section  of  not  less  than 
twenty  miles  from  its  present  terminus,  and  in 
each  year  thereafter  an  additional  section  of 
twenty  miles;  but  the  number  of  sections  per  mile 
originally  authorized  shall  be  certified  to  each 
company  upon  proof  of  the  completion  of  the  ad- 
ditional sections  of  the  road.  The  amendment 
provides  further,  that  in  case  of  the  failure  of 
either  road  to  complete  the  Section  to  be  annually 
built,  the  portion  of  the  land  remaining  uncertified 
shall  becoine  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Iowa,  to  aid  in  the  completion  of  said 
roacL 

Mr.  KASSON.  The  amendment  meets  the  ap- 
proval of  the  gentleman  who  has  charge  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  Will  my  colleague  allow 
me  to  offer  an  amundment  in  the  shape  of  a  pro- 
viso.? 

Mr.  ALLISON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing the  following  as  a  proviso: 

Provided  further,  That  the  said  town  of  Newton  shall 
pay  any  extra  expense,  if  there  be  any  incurred,  in  passing 
through  said  town  ;  the  amount  of  said  expense  to  be  esti- 
mated by  one  engineer  appointed  by  the  railroad  company 
and  by  one  chosen  by  the  town  of  Newton. 

I  wish  to  ask  my  colleague  if  he  will  not  assent 
to  that  proposition  —  that  if  the  railroad  goes 
through  the  town  of  Newton  the  expense  shall 
be  divided  between  the  company  and  the  town. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  have  no  objection  person- 
ally. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  would  like  to 
make  an  inquiry  of  my  colleague  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  the  town  of  Newton, and  the 
value  of  its  real  property. 

Mr.  GRINNELL.  The  population  is  about 
two  thousand,  representing  several  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  they  are  a  very  worthy  people, 
in  every  respect. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Grinnell's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ALLISON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  tiie  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  inotion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RAILROAD  GRANTS  TO  MINNESOTA. 

Mr.  ALLISON  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  an  act  (S.  No.  31)  making  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi  Rail- 
road Ctimpany  in  the  Slate  of  Minnesota  to  aid 
in  the  con.slructiot)  of  the  railroad  of  said  com- 
pany from  St.  Paul  to  Lake  Superior. 

The  question  being  on  the  third  reading — 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Laiids  to  offer  amendments  to 
this  bill.  The  committee  has  thought  better  that 
the  grant  should  \n\  made  to  the  State  of  Minne- 
sola  instead  of  to  the  railroad  com[)any;  and  we 
propose  such  ainendments  as  will  carry  out  that 
view. 

The  amendments  were  voted  on  collectively, 
and  wora  ag:recd  to. 


Mr.  ALLISON.  I  am  also  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  move  an  amend- 
ment, as  an  additional  section,  providing  for  the 
construction  of  a  road  from  some  point  on  the 
line  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  south  of  Si.  Louis 
river,  to  some  pointat  the  head  of  Lake  Superior. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  agreed  to.  _ 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ALLISON  moved  to  amend  the  title  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  the  Lake  Superior  and 
Mississippi  Railroad  Company  in,"  and  also  the 
words  "  of  said  company;"  so  thai  it  would  read: 
"An  act  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  Stale  of 
Minnesota  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  rail- 
road from  St.  Paul  to  Lake  Superior." 

The  amendinent  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLISON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  oti  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RAILROAD  GRANTS  TO  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  SLOAN  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  an  act  (S.  No.  160)  granting  lands 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  to  change  the  grant  from 
the  railroad  companies  named  in  the  act  and  to 
transfer  it  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

The  amendments  were  voted  on  collectively, 
and  were  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
read  a  third  time — 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  view  of  the  immense  ex- 
tent of  the  national  territory  proposed  to  be  given 
away,  1  ask  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin 
whether  he  has  any  objection  to  having  a  clause 
inserted  providing  that  slavery  or  involuntary 
servitude  shall  not  be  allowed  therein.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  should  like  to  know  how 
much  land  we  will  have  left  after  these  bills  are  all 
satisfied. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  unable  to 
state. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  lime. 

The  question  being  on  its  passage,  a  division 
was  called  for. 

Mr.  SLOAN.  I  trust  that  gentlemen  will  be  as 
liberal  to  Wisconsin  as  they  have  been  to  Iowa 
and  Minnesota. 

The  SPEAKER  ordered  tellers;  and  Messrs. 
Nelson  and  Sloan  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  62,  noes  30. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  SLOAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed  ;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  that 
the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  As  there  must  be  very  little 
public  land  left  after  what  we  have  done  to-night, 
1  hope  gentleinen  will  be  allowed  to  go  through 
with  it.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  withdraw- 
my  motion  to  adjourn,  and  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Julian.] 

HOMESTEADS  ON  CONFISCATED  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  JULIAN,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  back  House  bill  No.  276,  to  se- 
cure to  persons  in  tlie  military  and  naval  service 
of  the  Uniled  Slates  homesteads  on  confiscated 
or  forfeited  estates  in  the  insurrectionary  dis- 
tricts; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

And  then,  on  motioTl  of  Mr.  WASHBURNE, 
of  Illinois,  (aUtwenty  minutes  past  nine  o'clock, 
p.  m.,)  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  Jlpril  27,  1864. 
Prayer  by  the  Ciiaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

P15TITI0NS  AND  MEMORIALS. 
Mr.  GRIMES.    I  have  the  honor  to  present  the 
memorial  of  the  wives,  daughters,  and  other  family 
reloliven  dependent  on  the  soldiers  of  the  Army 


of  the  United  States,  who  say  that  the  present 
compensation  received  by  their  husbands,  fathers, 
and  brothers,  is  too  small ,  and  they  therefore  pray 
for  an  incrense  of  the  pay  of  the  soldiers.  I  move 
that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  three  petitions  of 
women  of  the  United  Slates,  praying  for  the  ab- 
olition of  slavery  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  for  the  adoption  of  measures  for  so  amending 
the  Constitution  as  forever  to  prohibit  its  existence 
in  any  portion  of  our  common  country;  which 
were  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  slavery 
and  freed  men. 

Mr.  HOWE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  the  enlargement 
of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers  improvement, 
the  ship  canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara,  and 
the  improvement  of  the  Erie  canal;  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Commitiee  on  Commerce,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POMEROY,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Bc/rendt  A.  Froiseth  have  leave  to  viilth- 
diaw  his  petition  and  oilier  papers  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairsand  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  (S.  No.  231)  concerning  the  subsistence  and 
pay  of  the  Army,  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Commitiee  on  Print- 
ing, to  v/hom  was  referred  a  resolution  to  print 
five  hundred  copies  of  the  report  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences,  have  instructed  me  to  re- 
port the  same  back  without  amendment,  and  rec- 
ommend its  passage.  I  offered  this  report  yes- 
terday, but  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr, 
CoLLAMER,]  whom  I  do  not  now  see  in  his  seat, 
objected  to  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  ask  for  its  present 
consideration  if  there  is  any  objection  to  it;  but 
I  wish  to  say  with  regard  to  this  and  all  other  re- 
ports that  come  from  the  Commiitee  on  Printing 
that  it  is  important,  from  considerations  of  pub- 
lic economy,  that,  whatever  action  the  Senate 
take  upon  them,  they  should  take  it  at  once.  It 
will  cost  to  print  the  first  hundi-ed  copies  of  this 
report  which  have  been  ordered  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  cost  of  the  next  liundred  will  be  but 
seventy  oreighty  dollars.  If  theSenate  order  the 
printing  of  these  additional  copies  of  the  report 
now  it  can  be  done  at  the  rales  I  have  mentioned; 
but  if  the  printing  of  the  report  shall  not  be  or- 
dered until  the  type  has  been  distributed  it  will 
cost  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ton/jore.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator ask  for  the  present  consideration  of  the  re- 
port.' 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  will  not  ask  for  its  pres- 
ent consideration,  as  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
is  not  now  in  his  seat.  I  understood  that  he  had 
some  objection  to  make  to  it;  but  when  he  comes 
in  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to  take  it  up. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  RAMSEY  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
258)  ma  king  Dakota  or  Sioux  half-breed  land  scrip 
assignable;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  the  Commitiee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Ile|)resentalives  had  passed  the  bill 
of  the  Senate  (No.  181)  in  reference  to  donation 
claims  in  Oregon  and  Washington. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  the  following;  bills 
of  the  Senate,  with  amendments  to  each;  in  which 
it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate: 

A  bill  (No.  131)  makingagrantof  lands  to  the 
Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  railroad  of  said  company  from  St. 
Piiiil  to  Lake  Sufierior;  and 

A  bill  (No.  160)  granting  lands  to  aid  in  the 
construclioii  of  certain  railroads  in  the  Stale  of 
Wisconsin. 

"^riie  message  further  announced  thattlie  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  the  following  bill*; 
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in  which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate: 

A  bill  (No.  227)  fjranting  lands  to  the  State  of 
Michigan  for  the  construction  of  certain  wagon 
roads  for  military  and  postal  purposes; 

A  bill  (No.  431)  for  the  relief  of  Solomon 
Wadsworth; 

A  bill  (No.  247)  granting  lands  to  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  to  build  a  military  road  to  Lake  Supe- 
rior; and 

A  bill  (No.  159)  for  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  State 
of  Iowa,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  in  said  State. 

BILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Nicolay,  his  Secretary ,  announced 
that  the  President  had  approved  and  signed  on  the 
26th  instant  the  following  acts: 

An  act  (S.  No.  130)  for  a  charter  of  Masonic 
Hall  Association  in  Washington  city,  District  of 
Columbia;  and 

An  act  (S.  No. 249)  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
a  register  to  the  steam  vessel  John  Martin. 

.     FKAUD3  IN  THE  NAiMES  OP  VESSELS. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  to  postpone  all 
prior  orders  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  360)  for  the  prevention  and  punish- 
ment of  frauds  in  relation  to  the  names  of  vessels. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole, proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill.  It  provides  that  every  steamboat  of  the  United 
States  shall,  in  addition  to  having  her  name  painted 
on  her  stern,  as  now  required  by  law,  also  have 
the  same  conspicuously  placed  in  distinct,  plain 
letters,  of  not  less  than  six  inches  in  length,  on 
each  outer  side  of  the  pilot-house,  and  (in  ca.se  the 
boat  has  side  wheels)  also  on  the  outer  side  of  each 
wheel-house;  and  if  any  such  steamboat  shall  be 
found  without  having  her  name  placed  as  herein 
required,  she  is  to  be  subject  to  the  same  penalty 
and  forfeiture  as  is  now  provided  by  law  in  the 
case  of  a  vessel  of  the  United  States  found  with- 
out having  her  name  and  the  name  of  the  port  to 
which  she  belongs  painted  on  her  stern,  as  re- 
quired by  law.  No  nrester,  owner,  or  agent  of 
any  vessel  of  the  United  States,  shall  in  any  way 
change  the  name  of  such  vessel,  or  by  any  device, 
advertisement,  or  contrivance  deceive,  or  attempt 
to  deceive,  the  public,  or  any  officer  or  agent  of 
the  United  States  Government,  or  of  any  State,  or 
any  corporation  or  agent  thereof,  or  any  person 
or  persons,  as  to  the  true  name  of  such  vessel,  on 
pain  of  the  forfeiture  of  such  vessel;  but  this  act 
18  not  to  take  effect  until  the  expiration  of  sixty 
days  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  As  I  understand  the  reading 
of  the  bill,  it  provides  that  all  steamboats  shall 
have  their  names  painted  on  the  outer  side  of  the 
pilot-house.  But  there  are  a  great  many  vessels 
that  have  no  pilot-houses.  I  suppose  not  one  half, 
hardly  any,  of  the  sea-going  steamers  have  pilot- 
liouses. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Then  the  bill  requires  that 
the  name  shall  be  painted  on  the  side  of  the  ship. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  The  bill  requires  that  the  name 
sliali  be  painted  on  the  side  of  the  pilol-houseand 
also  on  the  side  of  the  wheel-house,  in  case  the 
boat  has  .side  wheels, 

Mr.COLLAMER.  The  name  cannot  be  painted 
there  if  they  have  not  any  pilot-house. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Of  course  not. 

Mr. CHANDLER.  I  willproposeasanamend- 
ment  to  insert  the  words  "  or  otherwise  conspicu- 
ously painted  on  the  side  of  tlicship."  The  ob- 
ject IS  to  prevent  frauds.  The  law  now  requires 
that  the  name  shall  be  painted  on  the  stern  of  the 
vessel,  but  they  frequently  put  a  different  name 
on  the  wheel-house,  and  whenever  an  attempt  is 
made  to  punish  that  kind  of  fraud,  tliey  point  to 
the  name  in  small  letters  on  the  stern,  thus  bring- 
ing il  within  the  law.  i  propose  as  an  amend- 
ment to  insert  the  words  "  or  otherwise  conspicu- 
ously paintid  on  the  side  of  the  ship." 

Mr.  GRIiMES.  "Or  on  the  sides  of  the  pilot- 
house, if  they  liave  such." 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  "  Or  otherwise  conspicu- 
ously painted  upon  tlie  side  of  the  ship." 

Mr.  GRIMES.     You  have  that  in  the  bill  now. 

The  PRESI  DENT;;ro  tempore.  Docs  I  In;  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan  modify  Inn  amendment  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Sf^nntor  from  lown.' 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     Ye.i,  sir. 


The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  amend- 
ment is  to  insert  after  the  words"  pilot-house,"  in 
line  seven  of  the  first  section,  the  words  "  if  ithas 
such." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Tiie  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The 
amendment^vas  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

COLLISIONS  ON  WATER. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  now  move  to  take  up 
House  bill  No.  62,  likewise  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  62)  fixing  certain  rules  and  regulations 
for  preventing  collisions  on  the  water  was  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Tlie  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

ADMEASUREMENT  OF  TONNAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHANDLER,  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  119)  to  regulate  the  admeasurement  of 
tonnage  of  ships  a  nd  vessels  of  the  United  States 
was  considered  as  in   Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  reported  the  bill 
with  two  amendments.  The  first  amendment  of 
the  committee  was  in  section  one,  line  five,  after 
the  word  "  sixty"  io  strike  out  the  word  "six" 
and  insert  "  five;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

That  every  sliip  or  vessel  built  vvitliiii  the  United  States, 
or  that  may  be  owiit'd  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  tliereof,  on 
or  alter  the  Isl  day  ol"  January,  1865,  shall  be  measured 
and  registered  in  tlie  manner  hereinalter  provided,  &e. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was  to 
insert  at  the  end  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  the 
following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  any  sliip  or  vessel  bnilt  within  the  Uni- 
ted States  after  the  passage  of  this  act  may  be  measured 
and  registered  in  the  manner  herein  provided. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended ; 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed.  The  bill  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading;  and  it  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

COLLECTION  OP  HOSPITAL  D0ES. 

Mr.  CHA.NDLER.  I  now  move  to  take  up 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  367)  to  provide  for  the  col- 
lection of  hospital  dues  from  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  sold  or  transferred  in  foreign  ports  or 
waters. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  In  case  of  the  sale  or  transfer  of 
any  vessel  of  the  United  States,  in  a  foreign  port 
or  water,  the  bill  requires  the  consul,  vice  consul, 
commercial  agent,  or  vice  commercial  agent  of  the 
United  States  within  wlio.se  consulate  or  district 
such  sale  or  transfer  shall  have  been  made,  or  in 
whose  hands  the  papers  of  such  vessel  shall  be, 
to  collect  of  the  master  or  agent  of  such  vessel 
all  moneys  that  shall  have  become  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and. disabled  sea- 
men," approved  July  16,  1798,  and  shall  remain 
unpaid  at  the  time  of  .such  sale  or  transfer;  and 
the  consul,  vice  consul,  commercial  agent,  or  vice 
commercial  agent,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  is  also 
instructed  and  required  to  retain  possession  of 
the  papers  of  such  vessel  until  such  moneys  shall 
have  been  paid;  and  in  default  of  which  such  sale 
or  transfer  shall  be  void,  excepting  asagainst  the 
vender;  but  this  act  is  not  to  take  effect  until  the 
expiration  of  sixty  days  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

IIENIIY   A.    BllIGIIAM. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask. the  Senate  to  take  up 
with  a  view  to  action  Senate  bill  No.  212. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S.  No. 
212)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  A.  Hngliam  was  read 
tile  Hccdiid  tinn;,  and  considered  as  in  Cuuitniliee 
of  the  Wlir)l(!.  It  i.s  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the 
TreiiHury  to  pay  to  Henry  A.  Hrigliani  the  sum 
of  ^2,000,  being  the  amount  of  his  clii-ck  drawn 
in  favor  of  the  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  United 


States  at  New  York,  on  the  7th  of  November, 
A.  D.  1862. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
report  read  which  explains  the  case. 

The  Secretary  read  the  report  made  by  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  petitioner,  Mr.  Brigham,  holds  the  office  of 
military  storekeeper  and  paymaster  in  the  ord- 
nance department  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  on  duty  at  the  Watervliet  arsenal,  jN^ew 
York,  and  had  his  disbursing  account  with  the 
Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  paid  the  employes  attire 
arsenal  monthly  in  funds  drawn  from  the  Assist- 
ant Treasurer.  To  enable  him  to  make  his 
monthly  payment  of  October,  1862,  on  the  7tli  Of 
November  of  that  year  he  presented  to  the  cashier 
of  the  Assistant  Treasurer  in  New  York  city  a 
written  statement  of  the  amount  and  denomina- 
tion of  Treasury  notes  and  postage  currency  re- 
quired, amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of  §36,300  in 
notes  of  denominations  of  from  one  to  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  $500  in  postage  currency.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day,  during  business  hours,  he  called  for 
the  money  at  the  counter  where  he  had  been  ac- 
customed to  receive  liis  money.  He  shortly 
gained  the  attention  of  the  cashier,  passed  him 
his  check  for  the  sum  required,  whereupon  the 
cashier  brought  a  tray  from  the  desk  of  the  pay 
department  to  a  convenient  opening  in  the  coun- 
ter, the  contents  of  which  had  been  made  up  in 
marked  packages  by  one  of  the  paying  tellers, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  payment,  the  parties 
standing  upon  opposite  sides  of  the  counter. 

The  money  had  Ueen' arranged  in  packages, 
notes  of  fifty  dollars  in  two  packages  of  $3,000 
and  $5,000,  making  $8,000  in  one  bundle,  around 
which  was  a  strap  with  the  amount  marked  there- 
on. Notes  of  twenty  dollars,  in  si*  equal  pack- 
ages of  $2,000 — all  contained  in  one  general  bun- 
dle, and  marked  and  strapped  as  above,  and  so  on 
for  the  rest.  The  cashier  lu'oceeded  to  take  these 
packages  or  bundles  from  the  tray,  "  calling  off" 
theamountmarked  on  thestrapsas  each  parcel  was 
passed  to  the  sideof  the'tray  in  the  counter,  each 
amount  so  "  called  off"  being  set  down  by  the 
paymaster,  when  the  whole  amount  so  stated  was 
found  to  be  $36,300.  Both  parties  still  maintain- 
ing their  positions,  the  paymaster  proceeded  to 
"  satisfy  himself"  of  the  correctness  of  the  count, 
commencing  with  the  package  of  notes  of  the 
largest  denomination,  being  that  of $8, 000.  Upon 
examination  of  the. bundle  marked  $12,000,  in 
packages  of  $2,000  each,  there  were  in  fact  but 
five  packages,  making  $10,000.  Search  was  made 
by  the  casiiier  for  the  missing  package  of  $2,000 
at  the  desk  of  the  paj'  department  and  on  the  floor 
at  the  counter  where  the  parties  stood,  but  with- 
out success.  The  parties  liad  observed,  while 
the  cashier  was  passing  the  packages  from  the 
tray,  and  the  paymaster  was  setting  down  the 
figures,  a  man — a  stranger — standing  near  the 
paymaster,  with  his  hand  ufion  the  postage  cur- 
rency, and  who  immediately  retired.  It  was  as- 
sumed by  the  cashier  that  the  delivery  of  the 
money  was  complete  when  he  had  "called  off" 
the  amount  of  the  several  packages  or  bundles, 
and  passed  them  from  the  tray  to  the  counter; 
that  the  missing  $2,000  had  been  stolen  by  the 
stranger;  and  that,  having  been  so  delivered  and 
stolen,  it  was  the  loss  of  the  paymaster,  who  was 
accordingly  required  to  draw  an  additionalcheck 
for  $2,000,  in  order  to  obtain  the  amount  required 
for  his  monthly  payment.  It  is  not  doubted  that 
the  paymaster  drew  his  check  in  favor  of  the  As- 
sistant Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  sum 
of  $2,000more  than  he  actually  received,  and  that 
he  lias  been  the  loser  to  that  amount. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  go- 
ing to  establish  a  very  imjiortant  precedent,  es- 
pecially in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  are  about  to 
pass  a  bill  establishing  a  unifuriii  system  of  bank- 
ing, under  which,  if  I  understand  it  correctly,  each 
of  the  banks  is  to  become  a  public  depository 
and  to  have  its  officers,  who  are  not  officers  of 
the  United  Slates,  but  the  individual  officers  of 
each  corporation  luiy  out  public  moneys  on  the 
drafts  of  t>ur  disbursing  officers.  NovV,  if  we  aro 
going  to  establish  the  rule  that  one  of  our  officials 
going  there'  m-iy  suII'it  himself  to  be  deluded  into 
giving  a  check  when  Ik;  ought  not  to  give  it,  as 
it  is  alleged  this  luiyniaster  did,  or  if  we  are  go- 
ing to  make  up  any  deficiency  that  may  arise  in 
coiisi'qucnce  of  (\  miacount  of  the  teller 
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The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Senator 
will  puuse.  It  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Chair  at 
this  hour  to  call  up  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  think  it  is  very  well  that  the 
bill  should  pause  here. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.R.  No. 
395)  to  provide  a  national  currency,  secured  by 
a  pk'dge  of  United  States  bonds,  and  to  provide 
for  the  circulation  and  redemption  thereof,  the 
pending  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  in  section  forty-one,  line 
nine,  after  the  word  "  act,"  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing clause: 

And  nothing  in  this  act  sliall  be  construed  lo  prevent  the 
taxation  by  States  of  the  capital  stock  of  bunks  organized 
under  tliis  act,  the  same  as  the  property  of  otiier  moneyed 
corporations,  for  State  or  municipal  purposes;  but  no  State 
shall  impose  any  tax  upon  such  associations,  or  tlieir  cap 
ital,  circniation,  dividends,  or  business,  at  a  liigher  rate  of 
taxation  than  siiall  be  imposed  by  such  State  upon  the 
game  amount  of  nioneyed  capital  in  the  hands  of  individual 
citizens  of  such  State:  Proi>i<led,  That  no  Suite  tax  shall 
be  imposed  on  any  part  of  the  capital  stock  of  such  asso- 
ciation invested  in  the  bonds  of  the  United  States,  depos- 
ited as  security  for  its  circulation. 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert: 

And  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes,  every  association  shall  pay 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  the  months  of 
January  and  July,  a  duty  of  one  halfof  one  per  cent,  each 
Iialf  year  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  January,  1864,  upon 
tlie  average  amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation,  and  a  duty 
of  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent,  each  half  year  upon  the 
average  amount  of  its  deposits,  and  a  duly  of  one  quarter 
of  one  per  cunt,  each  half  year,  as  aforesaid,  on  the  aver- 
age amonutof  its  capital  stock  beyond  tl)e  amount  invested 
in  United  States  bonds;  and  in  case  of  default  in  the  pay 
inent  thereof  by  any  associations,  the  duties  aforesaid  may 
be  collected  in  the  manner  provided  for  the  colleciion  of 
United  States  duties  of  other  corporations,  or  the  Treasurer 
may  Veservo  the  amount  of  said  duties  ant  of  the  interest 
as  it  may  become  due  on  the  bonds  deposited  with  him  by 
such  defaulting  association.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
each  association  within  ten  days  from  the  1st  days  of  Jan- 
uary aiMJ  July  of  each  year,  lo  make  a  return  under  the 
oath  ol'  its  president  orcashier  to  the  'J'reasurerofthe  Uni- 
ted States,  in  sucli  form  as  he  may  prescribe,  of  "the  aver- 
age amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation,  and  of  the  average 
amount  of  its  deposits  and  of  tlie  average  amount  of  its 
capital  stock  beyond  the  amount  invested  in  United  States 
bonds  for  the  six  months  next  preceding  said  1st  days  of 
January  and  July  as  aforesaid,  and  in  default  of  such  re- 
turn, and  for  each  default  thereof,  each  defaulting  associa- 
tion shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  Stales  the  sum  of 
$"2110,  to  be  collected  either  out  of  the  interest  as  it  may  be- 
come due  such  association  on  the  bonds  deposited  with 
the  Treasurer,  or,  at  his  option,  in  the  manner  in  which 
penalties  are  to  he  collected  of  other  corporations  under 
tlie  laws  of  the  United  Slates;  and  in  case  ofsuch  default  the 
amount  of  the  duties  to  he  paid  by  such  association  shall 
be  assessed  upon  the  amount  of  notes  delivered  to  such  as- 
sociation by  theComptrollerof  theCurrency,  and  upon  the 
"higliesl  amount  of  its  deposits  and  capital  stock,  to  be  as- 
certained in  such  other  manneras  tlieTreasurer  may  deem 
besi  :  Proiiilcd,  Thai  nolhing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  market  value  of  the  shares  in  any  of  the 
said  assdciiiiiiins.  held  by  any  person  or  body-corporate, 
from  lieinu'  ineliid<'d  in  the  valuation  of  the  personal  prop- 
erly of  siieli  pei-on  or  corporation  in  the  assessment  of  all 
taxes  iiniioscil  by  or  inider  State  authority  for  State,  eoiinly, 
or  inniiici|iiil  pniposes,  bm  not  at  a  greater  rate  than  is  as- 
sessed upon  utlirr  moneyi'd  capital  in  the  hands  of  indi- 
vidual eiii/.ens  of  ^iich  State.  And  all  the  remedies  pro- 
videil  by  Stale  laws  for  the  collection  ofsuch  taxes  shall  be 
applicMlde  thereto:  Provided,  also.  That  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  e.vempt  the  real  estate  of  associations  from  either 
Stale,  einiiily,  or  innnieipal  taxes  to  the  same  extent,  ac- 
cording fii  its  v.iliie,  as  other  real  estate  is  taxed. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  At  the  time  of  the  adjourn- 
ment last  night  there  was  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance under  consideration. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  fem;3ore.  TheChairwill 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Kansas  that  no  amend- 
ment was  offered  to  the  amendineiit  reported  by 
the  committee.  Suggestions  were  made  by  vari- 
ous Senators,  but  no  amendment  was  offered. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Then,  if  it  be  in  order,  I 
propose  to  amend  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  by  striking  out  tlie  fir.st 
proviso  in  the  committee's  amendment  on  the  3.5th 
page  of  the  bill,  in  the  following  words: 

Provided,  Thai  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to 
prevent  the  in;irki't  value  of  the  shares  in  any  of  the  said 
nssocialions,  held  by  any  person  or  body-corporate,  from 
bein;;  incliideil  in  the  valuation  of  the  personal  property  of 
eili.'h  person  or  corporation  in  the  assessment  of  all  \<x^o'a 
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imposed  by  or  under  State  andiority  for  State,  county,  or 
municipal  purposes,  but  not  at  a  greater  rate  than  is  as- 
sessed upon  otiier  money<:d  capital  in  the  hands  of  individ- 
ual citizens  ofsuch  State.  And  all  the  remedies  provided 
by  State  laws  for  the  collection  of  such  taxes  shall  be  ap- 
plicable thereto. 

And  inserting  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 
Proidilcd,  That  iioihing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  as 
exempting  the  capiial  stock  of  an  association,  beyond  the 
aniouiit  iiivested  in  United  States  bonds  and  deposited  with 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  as  parr  of  its  capital  or 
as  secniiiy  lor  its  cireulaiing  notes,  from  being  subject  to 
the  same  rate  of  State  and  municipal  taxation  as  is  im- 
posed upon  other  personal  property  in  the  State  or  city  or 
town  in  which  the  association  is  located. 

The  Senate  will  bear  in  mind  that  if  this  sub- 
stitute shall  be  adopted  iit  lieu  of  the  proviso  re- 
ported by  the  committee  in  their  amendment,  it 
will  have  |irecisely  this  effect:  the  stock  of  the 
bank  not  invested  in  the  United  States  bonds  will 
be  subject  to  all  the  municipal  taxation  of  any 
other  property  held  by  inilividuals.  It  only  ex- 
empts from  municipal,  county,  and  State  taxa- 
tion that  portion  of  the  capital  that  is  inve.sted  in 
United  States  bonds.  It  is  therefore  in  harmony 
with  the  existing  law,  and  I  think  it  will  pro- 
mote the  establishment  of  bunks,  especially  in  new 
western  districts  where  no  bank  can  proceed  to  do 
business  and  make  dividends  if  itis  subject  to  pay 
all  the  taxes  that  are  imposeil  on  our  municipal 
associations.  Besides,  if  my  amendtnent  should 
be  adopted,  the  bank  will  be  taxed  as  a  corpora- 
tion and  not  the  individuals  who  may  own  shares 
in  the  bank.  The  fact  is,  if  you  establish  a  bank 
in  a  city  and  the  shareholders  only  are  taxed, 
they  have  a  convenient  way  of  living  out  of  town. 
Every  Senator  has  been  observant  of  the  fact  that 
the  large  shareholders  of  corporations  find  it  con- 
venient and  do  in  fact  live  outside  of  the  city  or 
town  where  the  bank  is  located.  We  have  horse 
railroads  and  every  kind  of  railroads  leading  out  of 
town,  readily  enabling  them  to  live  outside  of  the 
town  or  city  in  which  they  do  business;  so  that 
the  corporation  really  gets  no  tax.  These  people 
live  at  a  distance  from  the  city  where  the  bank 
is  located.  If  a  tax  is  only  required  to  be  paid 
on  the  shares  held  by  them,  though  these  munici- 
pal taxes  may  be  legal,  the  corporaiion  will  get 
none. 

Then  again  the  taxes  that  are  imposed  on  these 
banks  should  be  taxes  for  the  benefit  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  If  my  amendment  should  be 
adopted,  the  amendment  thus  amended  will  pro- 
vide that  upon  deposits  there  shall  be  a  tax  of  one 
fourth  of  one  per  cent.,  and  upon  the  circulation 
one  halfof  one  per  cent.;  and  that  will  be  a  tax 
to  the  General  Government.  Tliere  will  be  mu- 
nicipal taxes  on  all  the  stocks  in  the  bank  not  in- 
vested in  Government  bonds,  and  the  only  por- 
tion that  will  be  exempted  will  be  that  whicli  is 
invested  in  Government  bonds.  I  think  that  is 
an  improvement  of  the  bill,  and  upon  thatamend- 
ment  I  desire  a  separate  vote. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  hope  that  amendinent 
will  prevail.      It  will  save  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOWE.  1  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
be  adopted,  i  believe  the  bill  can  be  saved  with- 
out it,  atid  I  do  not  undertake  to  say  thatit  can  be 
saved  with  it.  I  ain  utterly  opposed  to  this  whole 
endeavor  to  exempt  this  kind  of  property  from  its 
share  of  taxation  by  the  States  in  which  the  hold- 
ers of  its  stock  may  reside.  It  is  true  that  when 
we  authorized  the  issuing  of  these  bonds  and  the 
sale  of  them,  we  did  impose  but  a  light  tax  upon 
the  holders.  I  was  opposed  to  that  exemption 
at  that  tiine.  I  thought  it  was  an  unjust  discrim- 
ination, and  one  that  would  soinetime,  sooner  or 
later,  prove  to  be  very  obnoxious.  I  think  it  is 
already  receiving  a  good  deal  of  complaint;  it  will 
receive  more  hereafter. 

But  it  will  lie  noticed  that  by  this  bill  we  pro- 
pose lo  give  the  holders  of  these  bonds  additional 
privileges.  We  authorize  them  to  convert  them 
into  a  distinct  and  entirely  different  kind  of  prop- 
erty, into  bank  shares.  That  is  what  they  do; 
and  then  they  receive  notes,  and  loan  notes  upon 
thein.  They  convei't  the  bond  which  they  hold 
Gxcm[)t  from  State  taxation  and  subject  to  but  a 
very  ntodentte  into  of  luxation  in  stijiport  of  the 


Government  of  the  United  States  into  bank  stock, 
and  they  receive  notes  which  they  are  authorized 
to  loan.  The  first  point  to  be  observed  is,  that 
while  the  Senator  from  Michigan  who  speaks 
upon  this  subject  as  a  practical  banker  may  to- 
day hold  ^100,000  of  those  bonds,  and  under  the 
law  as  it  stands  they  are  exempt  from  taxation 
for  State  or  municipal  purposes  in  the  city  o 
Detroit,  to-morrow  when  he  has  converted  them 
into  bank  stock  he  does  not  own  any  bonds.  It 
is  true  he  gets  an  interest  from  them,  or  the  bank 
of  which  he  is  a  shareholder  giHs  an  interest,  but 
they  are  transferred  to  the  banking  association 
first,  and  by  the  banking  association  they  arc 
transferred  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States; 
they  are  converted  into  stock;  after  that  lime  he 
has  no  bonds,  so  that  the  kind  of  pro()erty  he 
holds,  after  that  is  done,  we  never  agreed  to  ex- 
empt from  any  kind  of  taxation  to  which  any 
other  species  of  property  may  be  subject.  Why 
should  this  be  exempted.' 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  States  are 
suffering  under  the  burdens  of  thi.9  war,  and  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  unles.s  youmaintain 
the  vigor  of  the  States  you  cannot  maintain  much 
vigor  in  the  nation.  State  taxation  is  most  bur- 
densome, I  agree;  it  is  mo.st  directly  felt  by 
every  individual;  and  a  proposition  to  withdraw 
i$30il, 000,000  capital  from  paying  State  taxes,'! 
do  not  think  is  likely  to  be  acceptable  lo  i^iy  con- 
stituents; I  will  not  say  that  it  will  not  prove 
acceptable  to  the  constituents  of  other  Senators. 

The  Senator  from  Michigan  lliouglit  yesterday 
that  individuals  would  continue  to  hold  ilie  bonds; 
they  would  not  transfer  them  if  their  stock  was 
to  be  taxed  by  the  States;  they  woulll  not  con- 
vert these  bonds  into  this  bank  stock;  in  other 
words,  they  would  ignore  the  privileges  granted 
by  this  bill.  He  spoke  upon  that  point  as  a  prac- 
tical banker,  he  said.  Now,  I  have  talked  with 
other  bankers  from  other  sections  of  the  country 
on  that  very  point,  and  I  must  say  that  the  Sen- 
ator is  himself  the  only  one  I  have  yet  heard  ob- 
ject to  this  class  of  taxation,  to  subjecting  them 
to  taxation  by  the  States.  1  can  very  well  un- 
derstand that  if  I  were  a  banker  myself,  or  were 
going  into  banking,  and  lived  in  a  city  where  the 
slate  and  municipal  taxes  were  four  per  cent.,  I 
should  prefer  to  be  exempt  from  those  taxes.  It 
is  a  disagreeable  thing  at  any  time  for  one  who 
has  a  good  deal  of  property  to  be  taxed.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  rathei-  think  the  community  would 
prefer  that  1  should  be  taxed  for  it. 

This  claim  to  exemption,  then,  I  think  is  not 
warranted  by  anything  in  our  past  legislation.  I 
think  it  is  not  justified  by  any  necessity,  because, 
as  I  have  already  said,  the  testimony  i  have  on 
this  point  from  bankers  is  that  the  privileges  held 
out  in  this  bill  to  capitalists  to  transfer  these  bonds 
into  stock  are  so  liberal  and  munificent  that  bank- 
ing capital  all  over  the  country  in  every  part  of 
it,  notwithstanding  it  is  subject  as  other  money 
is  to  taxation  by  the  States,  will  seek  this  kind 
of  investment,  and  will  be  employed  in  this  sort 
of  banking. 

For  these  reasons  I  really  hope  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Kansas  will  not  bo  adopted, 
and  that  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Co«i- 
mittee  on  Finance  will  be.  I  was  really  surprised 
when  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [iMr.  Sum- 
ner] yesterday  pronounced  the  claim  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  [Mr.  Chandler]  to  be,  if  not 
exactly  practical, eminently  patriotic.  I  certainly 
cannot  see  any  evidence  of  patriotism.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  Senator  is  very  prudent  undoubtedly, 
and  perhajis  entirely  practical,  Ijut  what  evidence 
of  patriotism  he  gave  I  do  not  know.  The  Sen- 
ator undoubtedly  stated  a  correct  proposition 
when  he  stated  that  we  were  now  face  to  face 
with  an  emergency  which  called  upon  us  for  sac- 
rifices, for  sacrifices  of  everything.  No,  1  will 
not  say  it  was  entirely  correct.  1  tlo  not  say ,  sir, 
that  we  are  called  ufion  in  this  emergency  lo  make 
every  sacrifice.  We  cannot  sacrifice  men  too  much. 
We  do  sacrifice  men,  and  1  hope  to  find  a  dispo- 
sition in  the  Legislature  to  sacrifice  a  little  money. 
If  valor  can  afford  to  sacrifice  its  life,  and  labor  its 
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energies,  I  think  money  can  afford  to  pay  taxes 
to  aid  in  lliis  emergency,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  al- 
lowed to  pay  taxes.  I  hope  it  will  I'e  made  to 
pay  taxes.  1  think  tiue  pmrioti^sin  donmuds  that 
It  should  j)ay  tuxes  Ijoth  for  national  and  State 
purposes.  It  is  cntii^ly  useless  for  you  to  under- 
take to  make  a  vig^orous  nation  out  of  a  nin'on  of 
decrepit  Stales.  iMaintain  the  hcalili  and  the 
vigor  of  your  populaiions  within  your  SttUes,  and 
they  will  take  care  of  llie  nation  for  you.  Cripjile 
them,  exliaiist  them,  and  legislation  cannot  take 
care  of  the  nalion. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Mr.  President,  the  main 
proposiiion  before  us,  I  take  it,  is  whether  we 
shall  leave  to  the  States  ii)  any  form  the  right  of 
taxation  over  these  banks.  Different  gentlemen 
have  different  views  about  the  mode  of  coming  at 
that,  but  that  is  tiie  main  question. 

In  the  first  place,  however,  from  some  remarks 
which  have  been  made,  and  especially  from  those 
which  have  been  made  by  the  Senator  from  Miciii- 
gan,  it  becomes  a  little  important  to  inquire  how 
far  the  right  of  taxation  by  the  General  Govern- 
mentinay  go;  because,  if  1  understood  him  aright, 
he  even  denies  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment in  this  [lariiculurcase.  I  wish  he  were  pres- 
ent. I  inake  my  remarks  only  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  it  is  not  very  encouraging  to  make 
them  to  but  a  little  part  of  the  Senate.  I  under- 
stood the  Senator  from  Michigan,  and  1  ask  liia 
attention,  as  I  see  that  he  is  here  now,  to  suggest 
that  inasmuch  as  we  had  laid  a  tax  of  one  and  a 
half  per  cent,  on  the  holders  of  United  States  l)onds 
as  an  iiicome  ta.x,  and  inasmuch  as  they  had  taken 
the  bonds  on  the  faith  of  that,  any  form  in  which 
We  may  now  undertake  to  tax  the  banks  in  which 
those  bonds  may  constitute  capital  is,  in  effect  and 
in  fact,  a  tax  on  them  wliicli  he  seems  to  think 
would  be  at  least  iji  bad  failh  in  relation  to  those 
who  have  taken  tlie  bonds  under  the  assurance 
that  they  would  be  taxed  but  one  and  a  iialf  per 
cent.  That  is  the  way  I  understood  him,atid  he 
intimates  that  that  is  the  way  he  meant  to  be  un- 
derstood. If  thatis  true;  if  it  is  true  that  the  tax- 
ing of  a  banlc  or  the  shares  of  a  banlc,  tiie  capital 
of  wliich  is  made  up  of  United  States  bonds,  is 
■virtually  the  taxation  of  the  bonds,  and  if  we  can- 
not tax  the  bondsan}M'urlher  in  any  form  because 
of  ttie assurance  contained  in  the  |)rovision  for  an 
income  tax  of  o\u;  and  a  half  per  cent.,  tiien,  in- 
deed, tlie  United  Slates  have  no  power  to  lay  taxes. 
Let  us  see  whether  that  is  well  founded. 

J  am  sensible  that  when  the  loan  bill  was 
passed,  it  contained  an  assurance  that  our  bonds 
should  not  be  subject  to  State  taxation.  Tliat 
was  part  of  the  contract  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  piirchiisers  of  the  bonds.  It  was 
in  theloan  bill,  partof  the  contract;  but  there  was 
nothing  in  that  loan  bill  by  which  the  General 
Government  in  any  way  tied  up  its  hands  froin 
taxing  these  bonds.  The  General  Government 
may  tax  tlitse  bonds  directly  for  aught  there  is 
in  the  law.  The  tax  law  that  we  passed  after- 
wards, imposing  an  income  tax  of  one  and  a  half 
per  cent.  u()0ii  the  interest  derived  from  United 
States  bonds  as  part  of  a  man's  income,  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  contract  about  taking  the 
bonds.  Tliut  i.s  not  in  lh<;  loan  bill,  and  there  is 
nothing  in  the  law  that  preMnits  the  United  States 
Government  from  going  on  and  taxing  these 
bonds  as  they  please;  nor  is  there  any  breach  of 
failh  if  they  do  so.  Therefore,  if  it  were  true 
that  the  taxing  of  the  shares  of  a  bank  of  which 
iho.'jc  bonds  constitute  the  capital  was  a  tax  on 
the  bonds,  still  after  all  there  would  be  nothing 
unlawful  in  that. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  this  bill  and  in  the 
very  amendment  which  is  now  pending,  there  is 
u  lax  laid  on  the  banks.  The  jiroposition  is,  1 
believe,  to  impose  a  tax  of  one  fourth  of  one  per 
cent,  on  their  circulation  once  iti  six  months, and 
one  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  upon  all  tlunr  capital 
beyond  the  bonds,  and  also  a  tax  upon  their  de- 
posits. These  are  all  taxes  by  llie  General  Gov- 
ernment on  these  very  banks;  and  if  it  is  true 
that  taxing  these  bank.s  in  any  form  is  taxing  the 
bonds,  then  all  this  provisioti  for  a  United  States 
UiXiitioti  i.s  utterly  incontiisti'nt  with  the  as.suratice 
which  the  Senator  l"rom  Michigan  insists  was 
given;  but  the  fact  is  not  so.  I'hey  are  subject 
to  taxation. 

Hut  in  the  next  place,  Mr.  President,  I  insist 
that  n  tax  upon  the  shareholders  in  ii  bank  is  no 
tax  upon  the  clock  of  that  i)unk.     There  maybe 


one  sense  in  law  in  which  it  is.  The  courts  have 
decided  in  several  of  our  States  that  where  a  bank 
charier  has  been  granted  by  a  State  and  the  State 
has  received  a  bonus,  a  certain  pecuniary  consid- 
eration for  that  charter,  and  has  inserted  in  the 
charter  a  provision  that  the  bank  shall  not  be  sub- 
ject to  any  other  tax,  theshares  of  that  bank  can- 
not afterwards  be  taxed  because  of  tiie  assurance 
contained  in  the  charier.  But  to  suy  that  a  tax 
on  the  shares  of  a  bank  is  a  tax  on  the  bonds  that 
constitute  the  capital  of  that  bank  is  utterly  fal- 
lacious. As  the  Senator  fi'oin  Wisconsin  [Mr. 
Howe]  suggested,  suppose  a  man  owns  bonds 
and  he  puts  them  into  a  bank  as  part  of  the  capi- 
tfil  and  takes  shares  to  the  amountof  those  bonds 
tts  if  he  had  put  in  money,  does  he  own  those 
bonds  now  ?  Certainly  not.  In  order  to  test  that 
past  all  possible  question,  1  will  suppose  that  I 
nave  $10,000  in  bonds  and  I  put  them  into  one 
of  these  banks  and  take  certificates  for  my  shares, 
what  then.'  I  certainly  do  not  own  those  bonds 
any  more;  the  bank  owns  them.  Can  I  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  income  tax 
on  these  bonds  after  I  have  delivered  them  to  the 
bank  and  taken  my  certificates  of  stock?  Cer- 
tainly not.  All  the  bonds  that  constitute  the 
stock  in  these  banks  that  are  deposited  here  are 
released  from  the  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  income 
tax;  they  cease  to  be  individual  property;  and 
banks  and  corporations  are  not  subject  to  an  in- 
come tax;  we  reach  them  by  a  tax  on  their  divi- 
dends. If  it  is  true  that  a  man  who  formerly 
owned  these  bonds  and  who  now  owns  the  bank 
stock  still  owns  the  bonds,  he  ought  to  pay  his 
one  and  a  half  per  cent.;  but  tlie  one  and  a  half 
per  cent,  is  not  reached  by  the  Governjnent;  it 
goes  to  the  bank  and  constitutes  a  part  of  the  cap- 
ital. The  man  owns  those  bonds  no  more.  He 
is  subject,  to  be  sure,  to  pay  an  income  tax  on  the 
dividend  paid  to  him  on  his  shares  in  that  bank; 
but  that  is  reached  in  another  way.  The  banks 
are  made  to  pay  over  the  tax  on  the  dividend  be- 
fore it  goes  to  the  shareholder  himself,  that  being 
a  shorter  mode  of  collecting  the  tax. 

The  truth  is  that  when  we  gave  out  these  bonds 
to  the  people,  all  the  assurance  given  to  them  was 
that  they  should  not  be  taxed  by  the  States.  A 
man  may  have  them  and  hold  them,  and  I  grant 
tluit  they  are  property  in  one  respect.  For  in- 
stance, they  are  the  means  of  making  a  pledge; 
they  can  be  used  as  collateral  security  for  bor- 
rowing money.  They  are  valuable  in  other  ways 
besides  the  interest  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment. But  when  you  undertake  to  make  a  law 
by  which  you  transfer  them  into  banking  capital, 
and  enable  the  man  who  holds  them,  not  to  bor- 
row money  upon  them  but  to  lend  money  upon 
thein,  that  is  entirely  a  different  affair;  that  is 
entirely  a  new  privilege,  and  one  to  which,  when 
granted,  the  Government  may  annex  such  condi- 
tions as  it  thinks  proper. 

I  say,  then,  that  the  taxing  of  the  shares  of  a 
bank  is  in  no  way  precluded  by  the  consideration 
that  the  capital  or  partof  the  capital  of  that  bank 
is  made  up  of  public  bonds  of  tiie  United  States. 

But  the  main  qpesiion  is  whether  these  shares, 
the  interest  in  these  banks,  shall  be  left  to  Slate 
taxation.  That  is  a  great  question;  it  is  a  great 
subject;  and  from  the  magnitude  of  the  subject, 
if  nOt  from  the  importance  of  what  I  say,  I  may 
be  entitled  to  some  little  time  in  talking  about  it. 

When  this  Government  was  constituted — and 
it  was  inade  by  the  people  of  the  then  existing 
States — tliose  States  all  exercised  and  had  the 
right  to  exercise  the  power  of  taxation  unlimit- 
edly  within  their  respective  boundaries  without 
any  restriction.  When  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment was  formed,  that  also  was  invested  wiih 
the  power  of  taxation  by  the  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution authorizing  Congress  "  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises."  That 
certainly  did  not  dejuive  the  States  of  the  power 
of  doing  the  same  thing.  All  and  each  of  the 
Slates  levy  and  collect  their  taxes  in  their  own 
way.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
the  whole  field  of  taxation  open  to  it,  all  thesub- 
ject-maitei'  of  taxation  in  the  whole  country ;  and 
each  Slate  has  what  tlujre  is  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion. The  subjects-matter  of  taxation  are  the 
same  to  each  Government  except  in  one  respect. 
There  is  one  subject-matter  of  taxation  wliich 
was  in  effect,  though  not  intentionally,  perhajis, 
sequestered,  and  set  apart  to  the  jieculiar  use  of 
liio   General  Government.     It  was  iirovidi'd  in 


the  Constitution  that  the  States  should  not  levy 
any  duty  upon  importations.  That  is  the  only 
restriction  there  is  u|ion  the  power  of  taxation  in 
the  States.  That  was  not  put  therefor  any  pur- 
pose of  sequestering  that  particular  branch  to  the 
uses  of  the  General  Government  for  revenue,  but 
that  has  been  its  incidental  effect.  The  trouble 
was  that  each  State  laid  its  own  duties  upon  im- 
portations; and  they  differed,  no  two  laying  them 
alike,  and  some  laying  none  at  all.  It  was  im- 
possible for  the  Geneial  Government  to  make 
any  commercial  treaties  under  the  old  Articles  of 
Confederation,  because  each  State  levied  its  own 
duties,  and  levied  them  in  various  ways,  so  that 
there  was  no  uniformity.  In  order  to  enable  the 
General  Government  to  regulate  our  foreign  com- 
merce in  such  a  manner  as  that  we  could  make 
treaties  of  and  concerning  and  for  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  the  world,  it  became  necessary  to 
put  the  power  of  levying  duties  upon  commerce 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Government, 
and  to  have  uniformity.  It  was  for  that  purpose 
that  thisgrant  of  power,  or,  more  properly  speak- 
ing, this  prohibition  upon  States,  was  made,  for 
it  gave  to  Congress  no  moi-e  power  to  lay  du- 
ties than  it  already  had  to  collect  taxes  of  any 
kind  or  whatever  kind,  but  it  inhibited  that  par- 
ticular branch  or  subject-matter  of  taxation  to  the 
States  for  the  reason  I  have  stated;  and  the  effect 
of  it  is  to  sequester  that  particular  branch  of  rev- 
enue, that  particular  subject  of  taxation,  to  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  General  Government. 

The  Constitution  left  the  General  Government 
to  levy  its  taxes  upon  all  subjects-matter  of  tax- 
ation in  every  State  of  the  United  States,  and  left 
the  States,  with  the  exception  I  have  just  stated, 
to  levy  taxes  on  all  subjects  of  taxation  within 
their  jurisdiction;  both  might  tax  the  same  ar- 
ticles of  commerce,  the  same  income,  the  same 
land,  the  same  personal  property,  choses  in  ac- 
tion, plate,  anything  else.  All  the  subjects  of 
taxation  were  equally  open  to  the  two  govern- 
ments. Suppose  it  had  been  proposed  by  any 
one  at  that  time  "  We  will  insert  in  this  Constitu- 
tion a  provision  that  the  General  Government 
shall  have  notbnly  this  exclusive  power  of  levy- 
ing duties  on  importations,  but  shall  have  the 
right  to  sequester  to  their  peculiar  taxation  any 
species  of  property  they  please  in  any  Slate,  and 
take  it  away  from  State  taxation,"  do  you  be- 
lieve there  would  have  been  a  man  found  there, 
except  the  one  who  proposed  it,  who  would  ever 
have  voted  for  it?  The  thing  is  utterly  incon- 
ceivable. 

Now,  let  us  see  what  is  before  us.  The  United 
States,  in  the  present  condition  of  affairs — I  blame 
nobody  in  any  remark  1  make,  mean  to  find  fault 
with  nothing  that  is  done,  I  merely  call  to  mind 
the  condition  of  things — the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  borrowed  of  the  inhabitants  ot 
the  several  States — for  I  believe  we  have  borrowed 
very  little  from  abroad — the  amount  of  money 
which  now  constitutes  the  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States,  which — I  will  be  extremely  mod- 
erate in  my  statement  now — amounts  to  more  than 
seven  hundred  million  dollars.  The  United 
States  have  taken  that  much  money  from  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  several  States,  borrowed  it  of  them, 
given  tliem  their  bonds  for  it,  and  have  seques- 
tered that  entirely  away  from  State  taxation.  That 
process  will  go  on,  I  suppose.  The  way  that 
came  to  be  sequestered  was,  that  when  the  United 
States  desired  to  borrow  money,  they  supposed 
and  believed  they  could  borrow  it  much  more 
readily  if  they  would  say  to  the  people,  "You 
have  some  money  on  which  you  have  taxes  to 
pay  in  your  own  State;  lend  it  to  us;  we  will  pay 
you  interest  upon  it,  as  much  as  you  get  at  home 
six  per  cent.,  and  it  shall  not  be  subject  to  State 
taxation."  They  believed  they  could  borrow  the 
money  easier  anil  better  and  with  more  facility  in 
that  way.  I  find  no  fault  wiih  that.  Perhaps  the 
necessities  of  the  occasion  called  for  it. 

But,  sir,  what  next?  It  is  now  proposed,  and 
we  do  not  wish  to  disguise  the  tiling  at  all  in 
dealing  with  each  other,  however  we  may  with 
the  w(uld,to  take  the  whole  of  the  banking  cap- 
ital in  the  Slates  and  sequester  it  away  from  Slate 
taxation;  because  by  the  plan  befori;  us  these 
banks  are  to  be  made  the  exclusive  banks  of  cii'- 
culation  in  this  country,  and  they  are  to  occupy 
the  whole  ground  of  circulation  not  occupied  by 
greenbacks.  That  is  what  is  proposed  to  be  ef- 
jecled  and  intended  to  be  effected  by  this  bill,  and 
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many  gentlemen  say  that  unlessthe  whole  of  that 
can  be  effected  the  plan  is  defective.  Then  the 
proposition  is  that  we  will  take  the  whole  bank- 
ing capital  of  the  United  States  and  put  it  into 
these  banks,  and  we  will  sequester  that  altogether 
from  State  taxation. 

I  do  not  know  how  the  States  are  to  get  along; 
with  taxation  if  one  after  another  of  the  sources 
of  money  are  to  be  drained  away  from  them  and 
sequestered  exclusively  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States.  I  have  not  the  least  word  to  say  but  that 
the  United  Slates  must  levy  and  collect  all  the 
taxes  and  all  the  money  they  need;  but  let  them 
do  it  as  the  system  of  Government  was  formed  to 
do  it  in  the  beginning;  let  them  do  it  over  the  same 
field  and  on  the  same  subject-matter  with  the 
States,  and  leave  it  all  in  common  to  the  United 
States  Government  and  the  State  governments. 
That  is  the  principle  on  which  we  started.  I 
grant  that  you  have  in  the  Constitution  seques- 
tered to  tfie  Government  the  duties  upon  foreign 
imports;  but  all  other  subjects  of  taxation  are 
common  to  both  the  United  States  and  State  gov- 
ernments. Why  should  they  not  remain  so.'  It 
cannot  be  said  that  this  is  necessary  because  you 
cannot  raise  money,  for  the  power  of  taxation  by 
the  hand  of  the  General  Government  reaches  to 
eveiything  in  every  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  each  State  by  the  hand  of  that  Govern- 
meni;  but  the  point  is,  whether  the  General  Gov- 
ernment shall  reach  out  their  arm  and  say.  We 
will  take  and  sequester  from  the  operation  of  tax- 
ation by  the  States  certain  pieces  of  property  that 
we  find  most  valuable,  and  they  shall  not  reach 
them  at  nil. 

!  am  perfectly  well  aware  that  in  troublous 
times  of  war  and  violence  the  tendency  of  all 
things  is  to  consolidation  of  power;  but,  because 
we  are  aware  of  that,  doe.s  it  become  us  to  give 
Way  to  it,  and  never  in  any  manner  attempt  to 
check  its  bad  tendency?  I  can  hardly  think  that 
the  representatives  in  tiiis  body,  the  represent- 
atives of  States  as  States  peculiarly,  are  prepared, 
by  one  step  after  another  of  almost  usurpations, 
if  not  entirely  so,  to  let  the  States  be  subsidized 
and  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  getting  their  funds 
out  of  that  which  is  utterly  invaluable. 

I  ask  geriilemen  to  look  for  a  moment  at  the 
condition  of  their  States  with  this  capital  all  se- 
questered from  their  use.  I  have  made  a  brief 
statement  of  the  banking  capital  of  the  different 
States.  I  find,  for  instance,  that  the  banking  capi- 
tal of  Massachusetts  in  1863  wasft67,544,000.  I 
am  not  iamiliar  with  the  manner  in  which  that 
is  taxed  by  the  State  for  the  support  of  the  State 
&nd  the  municipal  corporations.  I  do  not  know. 
ri;Mr.  WILSON.  One  per  cent. 
pMr.  COLLAMER.  The  State  tax  is  one  per 
cent.  I  understand  it  to  be  like  the  tax  in  my 
own  State.  We  tax  the  bank  one  percent,  on  its 
dividends.  Some  of  the  States  sequester  the  pro- 
ceeds of  that  tax  entirely  for  the  support  of 
schools;  others  do  otherwise.  We  then  leave  the 
share-owners  to  have  their  shares  estimated  with 
their  other  personal  property,  subject  to  taxation 
for  all  local  and  municipal  purposes,  like  any 
other  property.  In  short,  they  pay  taxes  upon 
it  just  as  they  would  if  they  had  the  money  loaned 
anywhere  else.  1  do  not  know  but  it  is  perfectly 
easy  for  Massachusetts  (for  I  know  somewhat 
of  her  wealth)  to  dispense  altogether  with  the 
tax  upon  $67,000,000,  the  tax  levied  upon  the 
shareholders  of  the  banks  of  that  State.  I  do  not 
believe  it.  I  do  not  believe  that  State  can  get 
along  quietly  and  with  ease  in  that  way,  taking 
jJ67,bOO,000  out  of  her  list  of  property  liable  to 
State  taxation. 

The  State  of  New  York  has  a  banking  capital 
of  P08, 668,000.  I  may  say  the  same  of  that.  A 
considerable  part  of  that  capital  is  in  State  stocks; 
but  the  great  body  of  it,  in  poitit  of  fact,  is  now 
in  United  States  stocks.  But  that  is  not  the  point 
here.  This  is  not  the  time  to  submit  all  the  re- 
marks which  might  occur  to  my  mind  in  relation 
to  the  attempt  by  this  bill  to  reduce  the  banks  in 
these  different  States  to  United  States  banks,  be- 
cause that  isan  entirely  different  topic,  with  which 
I  do  not  desire  to  mingle  up  this  question.  The 
mere  question  here  is,  whether  that  amount  of 
money  can  be  sequestered  away  from  State  tax- 
ation altogether,  and  not  seriously  disturb  the 
means  of  State  support.  I  do  not  wish  to  enlarge 
upon  that,  because  a  suggestion  of  it  is  certainly 
quite  sufficient  to  lead  the  mind  to  the  full  contem- 


plation of  its  consequences.  The  new  States, 
where  they  have  very  little  of  this  ban  king  capital, 
may  be  very  little  disturbed  by  it;  but  the  older 
the  State  and  the  more  their  capital,  the  more 
they  are  and  must  be  disturbed. 

There  is  another  branch  of  this  subject  nearly 
allied  to  this  which  cannot  but  necessarily,  in 
connection  with  this  subject,  occur  to  mind.  It 
is  these  taxes,  these  home  taxes,  that  the  people 
most  distinctly  understand  and  realize.  You  go 
to  a  town  in  New  England,  and  the  tax  for  the 
support  of  the  poor  every  ma'n  understands  and 
feels.  The  same  is  true  of  the  taxes  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  schools  and  for  the  building  of  their 
highways  and  bridges.  These  are  domestic,  mu- 
nicipal affairs;  taxes  laid  under  State  authority, 
to  be  sure;  and  every  man  understands  and  ap- 
preciates them.  Again,  sir, you  may  go  into  one 
of  our  ordinary-sized  towns  anywhere,  in  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  or  New  England, and  there 
are  some  few  comparatively  wealtiiy  men,  but  not 
many.  By  fortuitous  circumstances  you  may  oc- 
casionally find  in  each  town  some  man  of  wealth. 
The  one  that  I  will  now  mention  would  be  no 
very  unsupposable  case.  Suppose  in  a  town  of 
some  three  thousand  inhabitants  there  lives  a  man 
of  wealth,  for  us,  a  man  worth,  say,  $300,000, 
mostly  money  invested  in  bank  stocks  or  some 
other  corporation  stock.  We  pass  this  law.  This 
man  immediately  takes  his  stock  in  these  banks 
under  this  bill.  He  either  buys  bonds  and  puts 
them  in  or  puts  in  money  with  which  they  buy 
bonds.  The  town  levies  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  the  higli  ways  or  building  a  bridge.  Some 
of  the  people  pay  in  money;  some  turn  out  and 
labor  on  the  road.  Some  one  asks,  "Now,  Mr. 
Taskmaster,  who  is  on  your  tax-list  for  repairing 
this  road  and  bri<lge?"  "There  are  such  and 
such  men."  "  Where  is  Mr.  Stiles,  our  wealth- 
iest man?  He  i.s  not  on  your  list  at  all.  Does 
he  pay  anything  for  the  building  of  our  bridges 
and  roads?  Does  he  contribute  anything  for  the 
supportof town  schools?"  "No, sir;  riotatall." 
"Does  he  do  anything  to  support  the  expenses 
of  the  government  of  the  State?"  "  No,  sir;  not 
at  all."  "  Is  it  the  law  of  the  land  by  which  the 
wealthiest  man  among  us  is  exempt  from  these 
contributions  which  all  the  rest  of  us  feel  and  are 
compelled  to  pay  ?"     "Yes,  sir." 

Again,  the  State  of  Vermont,  for  instance,  has 
incurred  a  debt,  heavy  for  them.  We  did  not 
owe  a  dollar  when  this  war  commenced.  In  order 
to  encourage  our  men  to  volunteer,  we  agreed  to 
pay  them  what  we  thought  was  just;  to  pay  ev- 
ery sokier  that  went  from  our  State  seven  dollars 
per  month  in  addition  to  his  pay  from  the  Gen- 
eral Goverimient.  We  paid  it  and  still  pay  it. 
We  borrowed  the  money  to  do  it.  We  have 
made  a  State  debt.  We  never  had  one  before. 
We  have  to  pay  the  interest  on  that  State  debt; 
but  Mr.  Stiles  does  not  have  to  pay  any  of  it. 
Then  the  town,  in  order  to  fill  up  its  quota  of 
troops,  has  had  to  pay  men  from  three  hundred 
to  five  hundred  dollars  apiece  as  bounty  to  en- 
list. We  had  not  the  money  on  hand  in  the  town 
treasury.  We  borrowed  it;  we  owe  that;  and 
we  are  taxed  to  make  u|)  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  that  contribution  to  raise 
soldiers.  Does  Mr.  Stiles  pay  anything  toward 
that?  Not  at  all.  Sir,  the  stockholders  of  a  bank 
of  that  kind,  who  are  relieved  from  all  responsi- 
bility of  contributing  with  their  neighbors  gener- 
ally toward  these  objects,  will  become  perfectly 
odious;  they  caiuiot  live  in  the  community;  and 
the  man  who  can  rise  above  his  hatred  of  the 
men  who  will  take  advantage  of  such  a  law  as 
that,  and  looks  at  the  law  itself,  will  hold  the 
Government  that  makes  it,  odious. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  I  never 
questioned  the  right  and  power  of  the  Govern- 
metU  to  levy  this  tax,  orany  other  tax,  upon  these 
banks;  and  I  do  not  now  question  that  power. 
Nor  do  I  question  the  power  of  Congress  to  turn 
these  banks  over  to  State,  town,  city,  and  muni- 
cipal taxation.  The  position  which  I  took  was, 
that  in  case  this  was  done  it  would  destroy  the 
bill;  that  no  bank  could  or  would  be  organized 
under  the  bill  after  the  adoption  of  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Henderson] 
was  perfectly  frank  last  evening  in  announcing 
the  reasons  why  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment 
of  the  committee.  He  told  us  that  he  would  vote 
for  that  amendment  because  it  vvould  destroy  the 


bill.  If  I  understand  his  argument  correctly,  the 
Senatorfrom  Vermontoccupies  the  same  position; 
and  I  suppose  he  acts  from  the  same  reasons  that 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  does,  because  he  de- 
sires todestroy  the  bill.  I  so  understood  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri.  If  I  am  mistaken  I  shall  be 
glad  to  be  corrected. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  so  stated  in  my  argu- 
ment  against  the  views  entertained  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Michigan.  He  himself  had 
slated  that  if  the  amendment  of  the  committee 
should  be  adopted  it  would  defeat  the  bill.  I  stated 
in  reply  that  if  such  a  just  amendment  would  de- 
feat the  bill,  it  ought  to  be  defeated,  and  I  would 
go  for  it  if  it  would  have  that  tendency. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  That  is  the  way  I  under- 
stood the  Senator.     He  o[)poses  the  bill. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  said  the  amendment 
was  a  just  one. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  believe  the  amendment 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  will  defeat  this  bill. 
I  will  not  go  over  the  argument  that  I  made  last 
night  upon  that  point.  It  is  perfectly  well  un- 
derstood. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  has  brought  up 
the  case  of  tlie  State  of  Massachusetts  with  her 
^67,000,000  of  banking  capital.  The  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts protects  her  banks  from  municipal,  city, 
andcouiuy  taxation.  The  State  of  Massachusetts 
places  a  tax  of  one  per  cent,  on  all  the  banking 
capital  of  that  Stale,  and  sequestrates  it  from  nm- 
nicipal  taxation. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
Senator  give  his  authority  for  that  statement. 

iMr.  CHANDLER.  The  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Sumner]  and  likewise  two  or 
three  other  Senators  have  given  me  the  same  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Both  the  Senators  are 
mistaken. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  State  of  Rhode  Island 
does  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  is  not  a  State  in  all 
New  England  that  does  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  We  tax  the  capital  of  the 
bank,  but  we  also  tax  the  stockholders  for  their 
stock.  The  banks  of  our  State  pay  a  tax  on  their 
capital  for  the  franchise;  but  every  stockholder 
pays  on  his  bank  stock,  the  same  as  any  other 
personal  property. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE.  A  tax  is  paid  on  the  stock 
as  personal  property,  but  not  as  stock  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  A  man  owning  $10,000  in 
bank  stock  and  §10,000  real  estate  pays  jirccisely 
the  same  tax  on  each. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE.  He  does  not  pay  it  as  a  tax 
on  the  stock  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  am  informed  that  my 
information  from  Massachusetts  is  correct;  and 
certainly  in  Michigan  it  is  the  same  way.  What 
I  wish  is  some  specific  tax,  some  uniform  tax.  I 
am  not  in  favor  of  letting  these  banks  go  without 
taxation.  Tax  them  heavily,  but  let  the  tax  be 
uniform.  Let  it  be  the  same  in  Wisconsin,  in 
Michigan,  in  New  York,  in  Massachusetts,  and 
all  over  the  United  States;  whereas,  under  this 
proposition  of  the  Committee  on  Fmance,  you 
would  pay  in  the  city  of  Detroit  three  or  four 
per  cent.,  and  in  the  town  of  Pontiac  perhaps 
one  half  of  one  per  cent.  There  would  be  no 
uniformity  in  the  same  State,  and  in  my  judg- 
ment there  is  no  propriety  in  the  amendment.  I 
believe  in  all  the  large  cities  it  would  absolutely 
kill  the  bill. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr, 
Howe]  says  that  he  has  met  with  no  bankers  who 
objected  to  this  method  of  taxation,  I  do  not 
know  with  whom  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
has  conversed ;  but  there  were  three  bankers  in 
this  Chamber  yesterday  afternoon,  every  one  of 
whom  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  my  position 
was  perfectly  correct;  that  there  was  not  a  single 
western  State  in  which  a  bank  could  exist  for 
thirty  days  under  the  amendment  of  the  Com., 
mittee  on  Finance.  I  have  yet  to  meet  the  first 
banker,  from  any  part  of  the  United  States,  who 
does  not  say  that  that  amendment  will  kill  the 
bill;  but,  as  I  said  before,  1  do  not  know  who  the 
Senator's  informants  may  have  been.  If  Senators 
desire  to  kill  the  bill  ihcy  occupy  a  perfectly  cor- 
rect position;  but  if  they  are  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
then  1  say,  they  are  takiitg  the  very  course  to 
kill  it. 

Mr.  President,  this  is  not  a  question  of  banks 
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Dr  no  banks.  This  is  a  question  of  Government 
or  no  Government.  It  is  very  well  known  to 
fivery  Senator  on  this  floor  tluit  we  must  have 
money  to  curry  on  this  great  Government,  or  it 
will  go  down.  Tiie  qmstion  is  not  of  men,  not 
of  war  material,  but  it  is  a  question  of  money,  of 
Government.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
comes  before  us  and  tells  us  that  this  bill  is  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  tiio  financial  operations  of  the 
Government.  Shall  we  give  him  what  he  tells 
us  is  absolutely  essential,  or  shall  we  not?  The 
Secretary  told  mc  himself  last  night  that  my  po- 
sition was  perfectly  correct;  that  this  amendment 
would  kill  the  bill.  The  Comptroller  of  the  Cur- 
rency tells  me  the  same  thing,  and  my  own  com- 
mon sense  tells  mc  the  same  thing.  Then  shall 
we  kill  ihe  bill  or  sliall  we  not? 

The  Senator  from  Maine  said  last  night  tliat  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  proposition  limiting  the  tax- 
ation on  the  United  States  bonds  to  one  and  a 
half  per  cent,  in  an  emergency.  Sir,  has  there 
ever  been  a  greater  emergency  than  there  is  to- 
day in  this  Government?  We  are  not  receiving 
for  the  sale  of  our  ten-forties  more  than  half  the 
daily  expenditures  of  the  Government.  Is  it  not 
for  the  interest  of  the  Government  now,  to-day, 
to  hold  out  every  inducement  possible  to  bring 
banks  and  bankers  and  men  of  wealth,  the  poor 
and  the  rich,  to  take  the  bonds  of  the  Govern- 
ment? What  greater  inducement  can  you  hold 
out  than  that  lliey  shall  never  i)e  taxed  beyond 
a  certain  percentage  named?  You  have  already 
given  that  pledge. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  says  that  a  man 
owning  the  bank  stock  does  not  own  the  bonds. 
Suppose  five  men  holding  {^20,000  apiece  should 
establish  a  bank  of  pOO,000,  each  one  turning 
over  his  §20,000  to  the  bank.  Who  owns  those 
$20,000?  Strictly  and  technically,  perhaps,  they 
do  not;  they  are  the  property  of  the  bank;  but 
really  they  are  just  as  much  the  property  of  the 
individuals  as  they  were  before.  Tliey  can  wind 
up  the  bank  to-morrow  or  the  next  day  or  -Any 
other  day  and  take  back  their  bonds,  and  then 
they  arc  exempt  from  taxation. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  says  that  perhaps 
the  people  in  a  township  will  be  called  upon  to 
work  on  the  highways,  to  build  school-houses, 
and  to  build  bridges;  and  loand  behold!  the  rich- 
est man  in  the  community  is  not  on  the  tax  list. 
Suppose  the  ricliest  man  in  that  township  owns 
$100,000inGovernmentsixes,and  no  more,  would 
his  name  appear  on  the  tax-list?  Would  he  be 
called  upon  to  work  on  the  highways?  Certainly 
not,  because  he  is  exempt;  he  pays  one  and  a  half 
per  cei}t.  tax,  and  no  more,  and  cannot  be  called 
upon  for  anymore.  We,  in  an  emergency  of  the 
Government,  to  save  the  Goverrmtient,  ordained, 
and  1  believe  wisely  ordained,  that  no  further  tax 
should  be  laid  on  those  bonds  than  one  and  a  half 
per  cent.,  and  those  bonds  are  exempt  (Vom  town, 
city,  county,  and  municipal  taxation.  States  do 
the  same  thing.  Slates  sequester  property.  Take 
the  Stale  of  iMichigan,  fur  instance.  The  gov- 
ernment of  that  Slate  is  supported  by  a  special 
taxation  upon  banks  and  railroad  corporations 
and  mining  corpfifations  and  other  corporations. 
The  taxesare  comparatively  nothing;  but  all  those 
corporations  are  exempted  from  municipal  taxa- 
tion. The  same  hardshipexists  there  that  exists 
liere,  precisely. 

Now,  in  this  greatcmcrgcncy,  shall  wc  hesitate 
to  take  what  is  necessary  to  save  the  Government? 
If  wc  cannot  raise  money  without  limiting  the 
taxation  to  one  and  a  half  per  cent.,  shall  we  not 
do  that?  If  there  is  any  other  given  thing  that 
is  necessary  to  support  this  great  Government, 
shall  we  not  do  it?  Sir,  I  have  not  got  the  "Con- 
stitution on  the  brain."  1  believe  that  this  great 
Government  has  got  the  power  of  salvation  within 
it.  I  believe  that  it  is  constitutional  to  do  what- 
ever is  requisite  to  save  the  Constitution  and  the 
Govtjiimeiit.  Some  men  who  have  the  "Con- 
stitution on  the  brain  "cannot  do  anything  to  save 
tile  Goviriiment.     1  have  not  that,  thanit  God. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  think  that  Maryland  has 
some  twelve  or  thirteen  million  dollars  invested 
in  bank  stock,  and  she  has  a  very  lii;avy  debt.  It 
wusii  very  heavy  debt  before  the  war  commenced; 
but,  in  common  with  her  sister  Slates,  she  has 
since  increased  it,  or  rather  it  will  be  increased 
very  materially;  and  to  exemplfrom  taxation  the 
whole  amount  of  that  1^12,000,000  would  very 
much  cripple  h^r  ability  to  pay  the  interest  or  the 


principal  of  that  debt.  It  is  true  that  the  capital 
which  she  has  invested  now  in  bank  stock  is  liable 
to  taxation,  because  those  banks  are  chartered  by 
the  State  and  can  claim  no  exemption  under  any 
law  of  the  United  States  as  they  now  stand;  but 
it'  is  very  certain  tliat  the  corporators  of  those 
institutions  will,  looking  to  their  own  interest, 
speedily  come  to  this  banking  system,  as  proposed 
by  the  present  bill;  and  if  they  do,  as  I  think  is 
almost  certain,  and  if,  what  is  equally  certain,  a 
large  portion  of  our  moneyed  men  invesl  theircapi- 
tal  in  the  same  way,  a  very  considerable  portion 
of  the  wealth  of  the  State  will  find  its  way  into 
these  banks  and  be  exempt  from  taxation. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  as  anxious  to  sustain  the 
Government  as  any  citizen  can  be,  and  will  sus- 
tain it  in  every  possible  way  in  which  I  think  it 
can  be  sustained;  but  at  the  same  time  I  feel  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  protect  the  interest  of  the  States; 
for,  however  important  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  to  the  well-being  of  the  whole 
country,  I  think  it  can  be  demonstrated  by  the 
past,  and  is  to  be  found  now  demonstrated  by  the 
experience  of  the  present,  that  that  prosperity  very 
much  depends  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  States 
which  form  the  tJnion. 

But  it  is  an  entirely  erroneous  view  to  suppose 
that  by  reserving  the  right  to  tax  these  banks  to 
the  States,  which  I  understand  to  be  done  by  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, in  common  with  all  the  other  property 
which  the  State  may  tax,  it  is  in  any  way  to  crip- 
ple the  taxing  power  of  the  United  States.  Noth- 
ing can  be  more  clear,  I  think,  than  that  if  the 
subject  of  concurrent  taxation  turns  out  not  to  be 
adequale  to  do  more  than  meet  the  tax  imposed 
by  the  United  Slates,  that  tax  is  to  be  first  paid. 
If  it  is  unequal  to  the  tax  which  the  States  may 
impose,  their  right  to  collect  that  tax  is  to  be 
exercised  only  after  the  United  States  shall  have 
received  from  the  same  object  of  taxation  the 
whole  amount  of  its  own  taxation.  That  arises 
from  the  provision  of  the  Constitution,  which  is 
there  in  words,  and  which  would  be  there  inde- 
pendent of  express  words,  that  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  supreme, and  the  effect  of 
that  provision  applies  as  well  to  laws  of  taxation 
as  to  any  other  kinds  of  laws.  It  necessarily  fol- 
lows, therefore,  that  the  principle  which  1  have 
stated  is  correct,  that  (to  illustrate  it  by  the  par- 
ticular subject  underconsideratioii)  if  these  banks 
cannot  do  mi)re  than  answer  the  taxation  imposed 
by  the  United  States,  they  will  not  and  cannot  be 
bound,  because  of  their  iimbility  to  pay,  to  pay  the 
taxation  which  the  States  may  impose. 

Bui,  sir,  I  think  the  great  mistake,  if  this  bank- 
ing system  is  to  operate  so  advantageously  as  its 
friends  suppose — and  1  am  not  here  to  deny  but 
that  it  will  iiave  a  very  beneficial  operation — is  to 
suppose  that  these  banks  will  not  be  able  to  meet 
all  the  taxation  of  t!ie  State  and  of  the  United 
States.  Ill  the  first  place,  if  it  answers  the  pur- 
pose at  all,  in  a  shoi-t  time  there  will  be  no  other 
banking  system.  The  very  unitbrmity  which  the 
currency  will  have  will  give  it  such  an  immense 
advantage  over  every  other  banking  system  that 
in  the  course  of  time,  and  of  comparatively  a  very 
short  time,  all  other  banks  will  iiave  gone  out  of 
existence;  and  if  that  should  be  the  case,  judg- 
ing by  the  past,  it  is  very  easy  to  see  that  the 
profits  of  these  institutions  will  be  abundantly 
able  to  meet  all  taxation  either  by  the  State  or  by 
tlie  United  States. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  talks 
about  his  never  having  the  disease  which  he  has 
so  well  characterized  as  "  Constitution  on  the 
brain."  So  far  from  that  being  a  disease,  it  is 
what  we  have  sv/orn  to  have,  if  it  be  a  disease  at 
all.  We  have  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution as  it  is,  to  violate  it  not  at  all  underany 
circumstances;  and  I  do  not  understand  whatthe 
honorable  member  means  by  saying  for  himself 
that  he  is  exempt  from  that  particular  disimse.  If 
he  is  pxemptfroin  that  disease,  he  has  discharged 
himself  entirely  of  the  obligation  which  he  as- 
sumed when  he  brcaine  a  member  of  this  body, 
of  supporting  the  Constitution  as  it  is.  If  the 
honorable  member  mi'ans — and  he  can  mean  noth- 
ing else — that  hi;  is  for  giving  a  liberal  construc- 
tion to  the  Constitution  for  carrying  out  all  its 
powers  as  far  as  it  is  necessary  to  do  so  for  the 
benefitof  the  countryat  large,  he  and  I  entertain 
in  that  respect  the  same  ojimion;  and  if,  by  the 
Constitution  nn  it  in,  looking  to  its  history  and 


looking  to  its  words,  it  be  clear,  as  I  submit  it  is 
in  my  judgment,  that  every  species  of  property 
was  supposed  to  be  left  to  State  taxation  as  well 
as  to  the  taxation  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
single  exception  of  the  particular  taxation  referred 
to  by  the  honorable  member  from  Vermont,  then 
he  who  takes  from  the  States  the  right  to  tax  what 
the  Constitution  leaves  them  the  right  to  tax,  wars 
against  the  Constitution,  sins  against  it. 

But  there  is  another  consideration,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, which  weighs  with  me  even  if  the  power 
existed,  if  1  concurred  with  the  Senator  from 
Michigan;  and  it  is  this,  that  at  all  times,  and 
more  especially  at  this  period,  it  is  all-important 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should 
receive  the  cordial  support  of  the  people  of  the 
States.  If  it  becomes  unpopular  with  the  States, 
or  to  speak  more  accurately,  with  the  people  of 
the  States,  its  power  for  usefulness  is  at  an  end; 
a  result  ruinous  almost  at  any  time-,  but  at  this 
time  fatally  ruinous.  This  war  is  not  at  an  end; 
and  how  long  it  is  to  continue  no  one  can  tell. 
What  sacrifices  it  is  to  cost  is  in  the  womb  of 
time.  What  may  be  the  increased  magnitude  of 
the  debt,  no  one  knows.  Those  sacrifices  and 
that  debt  are  only  to  be  successfully  met  by  there 
being  as  between  the  loyal  States  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  perfect  accord  and 
concord.  If,  therefore,  I  thought  that  it  was  rigitt 
under  the  Constitution,  or  rather  that  the  power 
existed,  to  exempt  this  species  of  property  from 
taxation,  I  would  not  do  it  at  this  time,  first,  be- 
cause I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  answer  the 
purpose  of  the  bill;  and  secondly,  because  I  think 
if  it  was  calculated  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of 
the  bill  or  to  assist  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
purpose  of  the  bill,  it  would  be  impolitic  to  at- 
tempt it  at  this  time,  because  to  do  so  would  leave 
us,  I  should  fear,  withoutthesupportof  theStates. 

I  heard  it  said,  Mr.  President,  "Pass  the  bill, 
exempt  these  banks  from  taxation,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment maybe  carried  on, and  all  the  expenses, 
present  and  prospective,  met  by  a  tax  upon  these 
banks."  Suppose  that  is  so,  is  there  no  other 
Government  to  be  carried  on  except  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  ?  Are  not  the  State 
governments  to  be  also  carried  on?  Is  not  the 
credit  of  the  State  governments  to  be  preserved, 
the  reputation  of  their  debt  to  be  untarnished? 
What  will  be  the  effect  if  you  should  strike  down 
all  the  State  stocks,  and  the  amount  is  enor- 
mous? Reduce  in  public  estimation  the  value  " 
of  the  States' indebtedness,  what  would  be  the 
effect  upon  the  credit  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment? Resume  specie,  the  war  over  on  the  part 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  States  bankrupt, 
and  how  should  we  stand  before  the  world?  In 
former  days,  owing  to  disasters  much  less  than 
those  which  are  upon  us  now,  to  circumstances 
less  stringent,  many  of  the  States  failed  to  pay 
their  debt,  and  they  were  met  with  the  oppro- 
brium of  Europe,  and  we  fell  the  opprobrium  for 
ourselves;  but  terminate  the  war  to-morrow,  al- 
though they  may  be  satisfied  that  the  United 
States  can  protect  themselves  by  tliis  taxation, 
and  the  States  bankrupt,  our  reputation  will  be 
gone,  and  the  power  of  the  Union,  as  I  think 
for  good,  be  at  an  end.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote 
against  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able member  from  Kansas,  because  it  exempts 
such  portion  of  the  capital  of  these  banks  as  may 
be  invested  in  bonds, and  then  vote,  provided  that 
is  rejected,  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  of  course 
I  meant  to  extend  liberality  in  the  interpretation 
of  the  C(Histitution;  I  do  not  propose  to  violate 
it;  but  the  Senator  from  Maryland  says  that  this 
property  is  to  be  exempted  from  taxation  by  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas.  It  is 
already  exempt  from  taxation;  every  dollar  of  it 
is  already  exempt  by  positive  law.  Whatdifler- 
eiice  does  it  irake  wliether  a  man  holds  ;3ilOO,000 
of  bonds  in  his  own  pocket,  or  goes  and  ileposits 
it  in  the  vaults  of  a  bank  ?  It  is  one  and  the  same 
thing.  I  believe  that  Congress  nuiy  under  the 
Constitution  absolutely  prohibit  the  circulation  of 
any  bank  fiaper  whatever,  if  it  sees  fit,  under  its 
power  "  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value 
thereof."  1  believe  Congress  has  power  to  pro- 
hibit the  circulation  of  bank  notes  if  it  sees  fit, 
or  to  tax  them  to  such  an  extent  that  they  must 
go  out  of  existence;  and  in  case  the  necessity 
should  arise,  I  would  be  ready  to  vote  for  that 
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very  measure.  In  case  we  could  not  run  the 
Government  without  taking  possession  of  the 
vacuum  which  would  be  created  by  the  with- 
drawal of  all  paper  except  the  paper  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  would  vote  for  that,  and  believe  I  was 
not  straining  the  Constitution  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree. I  know  that  the  right  to  issue  paper  by 
the  State  banks  has  been  admitted  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Government;  but  I  should  like  to 
have  any  Senator  point  out  the  constitutional  right 
of  a  State  to  create  banks  to  make  or  circulate 
money.  I  believe  the  whole  matter  is  entirely 
within  the  power  of  Congress  under  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  this  question 
seems  to  me  very  simple.  The  country  at  this 
moment  is  engtiged  in  a  deadly  struggle  to  estab- 
lish itself  as  a  nation.  It  has  gone  forth  to  meet 
a  rebellion  organized  in  the  name  of  State  rights. 
In  preparing  ourselves  for  this  unparalleled  con- 
test we  have  been  compelled  to  look  about  in 
every  direction,  to  increase  our  Army, to  increase 
our  Navy,  and  to  increase  our  financial  resources; 
but  at  every  stage  we  have  been  encountered  by 
objections  in  the  name  of  State  rights.  No  sin- 
gle proposition  has  been  brought  forward  on  this 
floor,  having  for  its  object  the  salvation  of  the 
Republic,  by  infusing  into  it  new  energy  and  new 
vitality,  which  has  not  been  encountered  in  the 
name  of  Slate  lights.  And  now,  sir,  while  con- 
sideritig  how  to  secure  the  financial  stability  of 
the  Republic,  we  are  doomed  again  to  encounter 
the  oft-repeated  objection.  The  rebellion  began 
in  State  rights,  and  all  the  opposition  to  those 
measures  which  have  been  conceived  in  order  to 
crush  it  has  been  made  in  the  name  of  State  rights. 
It  is  liard  that  we  should  be  obliged  to  meet  State 
rights  not  only  on  the  battle-field,  but  also  in  this 
Chamber. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  complained  that  it 
was  proposed  to  sequester  so  large  an  amount 
of  property  from  State  taxation.  The  sum  total 
of  property  that  would  be  thus  sequestered  is 
$300,000,000;  but  has  the  Senator  considered  how 
much  is  sequestered  by  other  agencies  of  this 
Government  at  this  moment  in  order  to  save  fhis 
Republic?  There  is  the  Army  with  all  the  ma- 
terial of  war;  there  is  the  Navy  with  all  the  ma- 
terial of  the  Navy — all  sequestered.  Who  com- 
Clains  that  this  vast  material,  now  counted  far 
eyond  $300,000,000,  is  sequestered  from  State 
taxation.'  Does  any  Senator  rise  here,  in  the 
name  of  State  rights,  to  claim  that  ths  enlarged 
Navy  of  the  Republic  as  it  floats  into  one  of  our 
northern  ports  shall  be  brought  within  the  sphere 
of  local  taxation,  whether  State  or  municipal.' 
Does  any  Senator  rise  here  to  say  that  all  the  vast 
material  of  war,  ammunition,  cannon,  and  the 
like,  which  may  for  the  time  being  be  deposited 
in  any  particular  locality,  shall  fall  within  the 
sphere  of  State  or  municipal  taxation.'  Or  does 
any  Senator  rise  to  insist  that  the  public  securi- 
ties shall  be  left  exposed  to  Staie  taxation  .'  No 
Senator  has  risen  to  make  any  such  complaint. 
But  the  comjilaint  is  reserved  for  the  present  oc- 
casion, when  it  is  proposed  to  create  a  new  agency 
for  the  currency  of  the  country. 

I  know  not  how  the  exemption  can  be  sanc- 
tioned in  one  case  and  not  in  the  other.  The  same 
reason  which  is  applicable  to  one  is  applicable 
to  the  other.  It  is  said  that  the  Army  and  Navy 
are  for  war,  and  naturally  share  exemptions  inci- 
dent to  war  and  its  preparations.  But  it  would 
be  diflicult  to  say  that,  at  this  moment,  what  you 
do  for  the  finances  is  not  essentially  a  war  meas- 
ure, entitled  to  all  the  consideration  accorded  to 
such  measures  in  a  moment  of  war.  What  are 
your  Army  and  Navy  without  aTreasury.'  Mil- 
ton, in  one  of  his  sublimest  sonnets,  has  aptly 
pictured  that  statesmanship  which  was  able 

"to  advise  tiovv  War  may,  best  uplield, 

Move  l)y  her  two  main  nerves,  iron  and  gold, 
In  all  her  equipage." 

Here  in  these  few  words  the  whole  story  is  told. 
All  who  hear  them  will  confess  therr  force. 

Now,  sir,  no  Senator  proposes  to  complain 
because  we  protect  the  nerve  of  iron;  but  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  comes  forward  to  register 
liis  complaints  because  we  do  propose  to  protect 
the  much  more  delicate  nerve  of  gold.  What  is 
worth  doing  is  worth  well  doing,  and  if  it  be  worth 
while  to  organize  tlie  finances  of  this  Republic  by 
the  proposed  banking  system,  it  is  worth  while  to 
do  it  well;  and  can  you  do  it  well  if,  ut  the  very. 


monientof  its  organization  you  leave  its  mostdeli- 
cate  nerves  exposed  to  hostile  influences.' 

But  the  ])recedent  for  tins  exemption  is  com- 
filete.  Already  you  have  exempted  the  public 
stocks  and  securities  from  all  local  taxation.  Pray, 
sir,  tell  me  what  jiolicy  justifies  this  exemption 
which  is  not  equally  strong  to  justify  the  exemp- 
tion of  shares  in  the  national  banks.  Clearly,  it 
was  in  order  to  commend  your  national  stocks 
that  you  established  the  exemption;  and  for  the 
same  reason  I  ask  you  now  to  establish  this  other 
exemption.  It  is  strange  that  the  vast  seques- 
tration of  the  national  stocks  from  State  taxation 
should  have  been  made  with  so  little  question, 
when  now  Senators  question  so  pertinaciously 
this  smaller  sequestration.  If  it  was  proper  in 
one  case  it  is  in  the  other.  If  it  was  necessary  in 
one  case  it  is  in  the  other. 

If  you  allow  the  State  to  interfere  with  the  pro- 
posed system  by  taxation  in  any  way,  may  they 
not  embarrass  it.'  Where  shall  they  stop  r  Where 
will  you  run  aline?  Unquestionably,  according 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  they  cannot  tux  the  bank 
directly.  This  would  be  unconstitutional.  But 
it  is  said  that  they  may  tax  the  shares.  Now  I 
raise  no  constitutional  question.  It  may  be  that 
a  tax  on  shares  is  constitutional.  But  I  do  not 
propose  to  consider  it  on  this  ground.  1  am  now 
arguing  against  the  policy  of  allowing  any  such 
tax.  It  is  a  question  of  expediency  which  I  raise, 
for  the  sake  of  the  system  we  are  about  to  estab- 
lish. But  here  the  rule  seems  clear.  Every  con- 
sideration which  can  be  urged  against  taxing  the 
bank  directly  may  be  urged  against  taxing  the 
shares.  If  it  be  bad  policy  in  one  case,  it  must 
be  bad  policy  in  the  other. 

I  suppose  there  is  no  judgment  of  our  Supreme 
Court  which  has  been  more  admired  than  that  in 
the  case  of  McCulloch  vs.  The  State  of  Mary- 
land. It  was  pronounced  by  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall, and  is  as  good  a  specimen  of  that  "  pure 
reason"  which  belonged  to  this  magistrate  as  any 
that  can  be  named.  In  the  course  of  this  elabo- 
rate judgment  all  these  topics  were  considered 
which  enter  so  peculiarly  into  this  debate.  It 
was  there  insisted  that  the  tax  was  unconstitu- 
tional. But  the  words  of  the  Cliief  Justice  seem 
almost  intended  for  the  present  occasion.  His  ob- 
ject from  beginning  to  end  was  to  keep  the  bank 
safe  from  the  hostile  acts  of  the  States.  It  was  a 
great  effort  to  uphold  a  national  institution  against 
State  rights.  It  was,  permit  me  to  say,  an  answer 
in  advance  to  the  Senator  from  Vermont.  I  do 
not  like  to  trouble  the  Senate,  but  there  are  pas- 
sages so  pertinent  that  I  will  read  them.  Here, 
for  instance,  the  Chief  Justice  considers  the  ground 
of  exemption: 

"There  is  no  express  provision  for  tlie  case;  but  the 
claim  has  been  sustained  on  a  principle  whicli  so  entirely 
pervades  the  Oonstitution,  is  so  intermixed  with  tlie  mate- 
rials which  compose  it,  so  interwoven  with  its  weh,  so 
blended  with  its  texture,  as  to  be  incapable  of  being  sepa- 
rated from  it  without  rending  it  into  shreds.  This  great 
principle  is  that  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  made  in  pur- 
suance thereof  are  supreme;  that  tliey  control  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  respective  States,  and  cannot  be 
controlled  by  them.  From  this,  which  may  be  almost  termed 
an  axiom,  other  propositions  are  de.luced  as  corollaries,  on 
the  truth  or  error  of  which,  and  on  their  application  to  this 
case,  the  cause  has  been  supposed  to  depend.     Tliese  are  : 

"  1 .  That  a  power  to  create  implies  a  power  to  preserve." 

Mark  the  application  of  these  words  to  this  very 
debate:  "  a.power  to  create  implies  a  power  to 
preserve."  Sir,  if  you  can  create  this  new  bank- 
ing system  you  can  take  all  needful  steps  to  pre- 
serve it  and  give  to  it  the  fullest  efliciency.  It  is 
difficult  to  say  how  much  is  involved  in  this 
proposition. 

The  Chief  Justice  then  goes  on: 

"2.  That  a  power  to  destroy,  if  wielded  by  a  different 
hand,  is  hostile  to  and  incompatible  with  the  powers  to 
create  and  to  prese  ve." 

Thi^re  again  you  have  the  judgment  of  the  Chief 
Justice  on  the  question  now  under  debate.  Noth- 
ing could  be  more  applicable. 

"  3.  That  where  this  repugnancy  exists,  that  authority 
which  is  supreme  must  control,  not  yield  to  that  over 
which  it  is  supreme." 

In  another  place  the  Chief  Justice  goes  on  to 
say: 

"The  power  of  Congiess  to  create, and  of  course  to  con 
tinuc,  the  liank,  was  the  subject  of  the  preceding  part  of 
this  opinion,  and  is  no  longer  to  he  considered  as  question- 
able. That  llie  power  oj  laxitig  U  hy  the  Slatesviay  be  cxer- 
ciaccl  so  us  t.o  tleslroy  itj  is  loo  obvious  to  be  licnieit .^'  *  * 
*  *  •'  I!ut  tlie  very  terms  of  this  argument  admit  that 
the  sovereignty  of  the  Stale  in  the  article  of  taxation  Itsclt 
id  subordinate  to  uiid  may  be  controlled  by  iJie  Cuiistituiiiin 


of  the  United  States.  How  far  It  has  been  controlled  By 
that  instrument  must  be  a  question  of  construction.  In 
making  this  construction  no  principle  not  declared  can  be 
admissible  whicli  would  defeat  the  legitimate  operations 
of  a  supreme  Government-  It  is  of  the  very  essence  of  su- 
premacy to  remove  all  obstacles fo  its  action  within  its  own 
sphere,  and  so  to  modify  every  poicer  vested  iii  subordinate 
governments  as  to  exempt  its  ow7i  operations  frotn  their  own 
influence.'^ 

Mark,  if  you  please,  the  complete  applicability 
of  this  language,  "it  is  of  the  very  essence  of 
supremacy  to  remove  all  obstacles  to  its  action 
within  its  own  sphere."  Itis  proposed  to  select 
as  our  sphere  the  currency  of  the  country,  and 
according  to  these  positive  words  it  is  within  the 
power  of  Congress  to  remove  from  this  sphere  all 
possible  obstacles. 

Again  the  Chief  Justice,  in  another  part  of  his 
opinion,  says:  , 

"The  means  employed  by  the  GoverHmentofthe  Union" 
*  *  *  *  "  are  not  given  by  the  people  of  a  par- 
ticular State  ;  not  given  by  the  constituents  of  the  Legisla- 
ture which  claims  the  right  to  tax  them  ;  hut  by  the  people 
of  all  the  States.  They  are  given  by  all,  for  tlie  benefitof 
all;  and  upon  theory  should  be  subjected  to  that  Government 
only  which  belong  to  alW 

Clearly,  the  bank  must  not  be  subjected  to  an^ 
local  government,  State  or  municipal;  it  must  be 
kept  absolutely  and  exclusively  under  that  Gov- 
ernment from  which  it  derives  its  functions. 

Again,  ill  another  place — I  skip  much  that  he 
says,  though  every  word  isapplicable — the  Chief 
Justice  says: 

'■  All  subjects  over  which  the  sovereign  power  of  a  Slate 
extends  ar(^  objects  of  taxation  ;  but  those  over  which  it 
does  not  extend  are  upon  the  soundest  principles  exempt 
from  taxation.  This  proposition  may  almost  be  pronounced 
self-evident.  The  sovereignty  of  a  State  exti'ndsto  every- 
thing which  exists  by  its  own  authority,  or  is  introduced 
by  its  permission  ;  hut  does  it  extend  to  those  means  which 
are  employed  by  Congress  to  carry  into  execution  powers  con- 
ferred on  that  body  by  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  7  We 
think  it  demonstrable  that  it  does  not.'' 

According  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  power  of  a 
State  does  not  extend  to  those  means  which  are 
employed  by  Congress  to  carry  into  execution 
powers  conferred  on  that  body  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  But  this  is  a  rule  of  expediency 
in  the  present  case,  if  not  of  constitutional  lav/. 
You  are  about  to  legislate  in  pursuance  of  powers 
conferred  on  Congress  by  the  people.  How  can 
youconsentto  allow  the  meansemployed  in  carry- 
ing out  these  great  powers  to  be  limited,  cur- 
tailed, or  burdened  by  any  local  legislation? 

The  Chief  Justice  proceeds: 

"Those  powers  are  not  given  by  the  people  of  a  single 
State.  They  are  given  by  the  people  of  the  United  Slates 
to  a  Government  whose  laws  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
Constitution  are  declared  to  be  supreme.  Consequently, 
the  people  of  a  single  StOie  cannot  confer  a  sovereignty 
wliich  will  extend  over  them." 

But  if  the  people  cannot  confersuch  sovereignty, 
it  is  for  a  reason  that  is  equally  valid  against  any 
concession  of  it  on  our  part. 

Then,  again,  the  Chief  Justice,  after  arguing 
the  question  further,  says: 

"  We  have  a  principle  which  is  safe  for  the  States  and 
safe  forthe  Union.  Wearcrelieved,asweoughttohe,froin 
clashing  sovereignties,  from  interfering  powers;  from  a  re- 
pugiian  'y  between  a  right  in  one  Government  to  pull  down 
what  there  is  an  acknowledged  right  in  another  to  build 
up  ;  from  the  incompatibility  of  a  right  in  one  Government 
to  destroy  what  there  is  a  right  in  anotiier  to  preserve." 

Here  is  what  we  ought  to  avoid  in  the  present 
case,  "  clashing  sovereign  ties;""  interfering  pow- 
ers." It  would  seem  as  if  this  judicial  warning 
was  intended  for  our  benefit. 

Then,  still  further,  the  Chief  Juslice  says: 
"  That  the  poiver  to  ta-r.  involves  the  power  to  destroy;  that 
the  power  to  destroy  may  defeat  andrender  useless  the  power 
to  create;  that  tliere  is  a  plain  repugnance  in  conferring  oji 
one  Government  a  power  to  control  the  constitutional  meas- 
ures of  another,  which  other,  with  respect  to  tlio>e  very 
measures,  is  declared  to  be  supreme  over  that  which  exerts 
the  control,  are  propositions  not  to  be  denied.  I3ulall  iui- 
consistencies  are  to  be  reconciled  by  the  magic  of  the 
word  confidence.  Taxation,  it  is  said,  does  not  necessarily 
and  unavoidably  destroy.  To  carry  it  to  the  excess  of  de- 
struction would  be  an  abuse,  to  presume  which  would  ban- 
ish that  confidence  wliich  is  essential  to  all  government. 
But  is  this  a  case  of  eonlidonce.''  WouUlthe  people  of  any 
one  Stale  trust  those  of  another  ivilli  a  power  to  control  the 
most  insignificant  operations  of  their  State  government  1 
We  know  they  would  not." 

And  yet  we  are  asked  to  trust  the  national 
banks  so  far  as  their  stock  is  held  by  sharehold- 
ers to  the  lender  mercies  of  State  governments  if 
not  of  every  municipality. 

Then,  again,  at  a  later  part  of  the  opinion,  the 
Cliief  Justice  says: 

"If  the  States  may  tax  one  instrument  employed  by  tha 
Government  in  the  CTCvution  of  its  powers  they  may  lax  any 
and  every  other  iuBtrumciit.    Tiiey  maytax  the  mail;  they 
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may  tax  llie  mint;  they  may  tax  patent  riglils;  tlicy  may 
tax  the  papers  ol  the  cuslom-hoiise  ;  they  may  tax  judicial 
procesf' ;  they  mny  tax  all  the  means  employed  by  t lie  Gov- 
eruinciU  to  an  excess  wliich  would  dcfuat  ail  tlie  eiuls  of 
Goveinaieiit.  This  was  not  intended  by  tlie  American 
people.  They  did  not  design  to  make  their  Goverumeut  de- 
pendent on  the  States." 

What  a.  golden  truth  !  How  we  are  sufleriiig 
atthis  moment  because  thus  far  in  our  history  we 
have  not  followed  that  simple  principle.  "  They 
did  not  design  to  make  their  Government  depend- 
ent on  the  States;"  and  now  at  this  late  day  we 
are  compelled  to  ai-gue  again  this  principle  against 
eminent  Senators  who  propose  to  make  the  na- 
tional banks  dependent  on  the  States.  It  may  be 
said  that  the  proposed  dependence  is  small.  I 
am  not  sure  of  this.  It  is  enough  that  it  is  a  de- 
pendence. Whether  great  or  small  it  ought  not 
to  be  sanctioned. 
"Gentlemen  say" — 

The  Chief  Justice  continues — 
"  they  do  not  claim  the  right  to  extend  State  taxation  to 
these  objects.  They  limit  their  -pretetisions  to  property.  Itut 
on  what  principle  is  tliis  distinction  made.'  Those  who 
make  it  have  furnished  no  reason  for  it,  and  the  principle 
for  which  Uiey  contend  denies  it." 

But  these  very  arguments  have  been  adduced 
in  this  debate,  and  such  is  the  answer  of  the  Chief 
Justice.  He  then,  at  another  place,  goes  on  as 
follows: 

"The  question  is,  in  truth,  a  question  of  supremacy;  and 
if  the  right  of  the  iitates  to  tax  the  means  employed  hy  the 
General  Government  he  conceded,  tlie  declaration  that  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof  shall 
be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  is  empty  and  unmeaning 
declamation." 

There,  sir,  you  have  it  again.  Since  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof 
are  supreme,  no  State  can  constitutionally  inter- 
meddle with  the  means  employed  by  the  national 
Government.  But  every  argument  against  the 
possession  of  the  power  under  the  Constitution 
IS  an  argument  against  the  concession  of  the 
power.  We  are  now  pressed  to  concede  what  this 
great  authority  says  a  State  ought  not  to  have. 
Again,  in  another  place,  the  Chief  Justice  says: 
'•■  But  when  a  Sf.te  taxes  the  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States" — 

Mark,  if  you  please,  the  vigor  of  the  expres- 
sion !     How  worthy  of  that  great  Chief  Justice  ! 

"  But  when  a  State  taxes  Ihe  operations  of  the  Goicrn- 
ment  of  the  United  States, it  acts  upon  institutions  created 
not  by  their  own  constituents  but  by  people  over  whom 
they  claim  no  control.  It  acts  upon  the  measures  of  aGovern- 
ment  created  by  others  .as  well  as  themselves,  for  tlie  bene- 
fit of  others  ill  coinnion  with  themselves.  The  ditTerence 
is  that  which  always  exists  and  always  must  exist  between 
the  action  of  the  whole  on  a  part  and  the  action  of  a  part 
on  the  whole  ;  between  the  laws  of  a  Government  declared 
to  be  supreme  and  those  of  a  government  which,  when  in 
opposition  to  those  laws,  is  not  suprcMne." 

And  the  conclusion  of  this  great  judgment  is 
as  follows; 

"The  court  lia,<  bestowed  on  the  subject  its  most  delib- 
erate consideration.  'I'lie  re>ult  is  a  conviction  that  the 
Slates  liaie  no  power,  liy  taxation  or  otherwise,  to  retard, 
itnpede,  burden,  or  in  any  manner  control,  the  operations 
of  the  constitutional  laws  enacted,  hy  Congress  to  carry  into 
execution  the  powers  vested  in  Ihe  General  Gooermnent. 
This  is,  we  think,  tin;  unavoidable  consc'quence  of  that 
.•suprimacy  which  the  Constilution  has  declared.  We  are 
unanimjusly  of  opinion  that  the  law  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Maryland,  imposing  a  tax  on  the  iBank  of  the 
United  States,  is  unconstitutional  and  void." 

Now,  sir,  every  consideration,  every  argument 
which  goes  to  stistain  thi.s  great  judgment,  may 
be  employed  against  the  proposed  concession  to 
the  States  of  the  power  to  tax  this  national  insti- 
tution in  any  particular,  whether  directly  or  in- 
directly. The  reason  of  the  judgment  i.s  as  strong 
against  an  indirect  tax  as  against  a  direct  tax. 

Sir,  this  is  not  all.  I  need  not  remind  the  Sen- 
ate ihat  ihereareother  judgments  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  which  this  same  principle  is  developed, 
perhaps  not  with  equal  ability,  but  with  perfect 
tenacity  to  the  original  conclusion.  In  another 
case  the  question  was  raised  whether  a  Siutc  had 
a  constiiutionul  auihority  to  tax  stock  iHsued  for 
loans  to  the  United  States.  Of  course  it  was  held 
by  the  Supreme  Court  that  it  had  no  such  power. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  court  which  was  again 
pronouncetl  by  Chief  Justice  iVInrsliall,  the  oii- 
ginal  judgment  in  iVIcCulloch  vs.  The  State  of  Ma- 
ryland WU.S  expreH.ily  aflirmed,  some  of  its  im- 
iiortaiit  principles  were  quoted,  and  then  the  Chief 
rustice  went  on  to  say: 
"  It  Is  admitted  by  the  eountel  for  the  defendants  that 
Ike  povier  to  tax  slock  must  affect  llic  terms  on  which  loans 
teill  be  made." 

Hut  heiu  lei  iiiu  unk,  must  not  the  power  to  tiiK 


bank  shares  affect  their  value  in  the  market.' 
Clearly  just  as  much  as  the  power  to  tax  stock. 
There  can  be  no  difference  in  principle  between 
the  two  cases.  And  yet  we  are  now  urged  to  allow 
the  States  to  tax  bank  shares,  although  by  posi- 
tive legislation  we  have  prohibited  them  from  tax- 
ing stock.  It  is  difficult  to  comprehend  how  Sen- 
titors  could  so  easily  allow  the  exemption  in  one 
case  and  refuse  it  in  the  other. 

The  Chief  Justice  proceeds: 

"  But  this  objection,  it  is  said,  has  no  more  weight,  when 
urged  against  the  application  of  an  acknowledged  power 
to  Government  slock,  than  if  urged  against  its  application 
to  lands  sold  by  the  United  States." 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Will  the  honorable  member 
tell  me  what  case  he  is  now  citing  from } 

Mr.SUMNER.  Weston  rs.The  city  of  Charles- 
ton, in  2  Peters. 

"  The  distinction  is,  we  think,  apparent.  When  lands 
are  sold,  no  connection  remains  between  the  purchaser 
and  the  Government.  The  lands  purchased  become  a  part 
of  the  mass  of  property  in  the  country,  with  no  implied  ex- 
emption from  common  burdens.  All  lands  are  derived 
from  ihe  general  or  particular  Government,  and  all  lands 
aie  subject  to  taxation.  Lands  sold  are  in  the  condition 
of  money  borrowed  and  repaid.  Its  liability  to  taxation. 
In  any  form  it  may  then  assume,  is  not  questioned.  The 
connection  between  the  borrower  and  the  lender  is  dis- 
solved. It  is  no  burden  on  loans,  it  is  no  impediment  to 
the  power  of  borrowing,  that  the  money  when  repaid  loses 
its  exemption  from  taxation.  But  a  tax  upon  debts  due 
from  the  Gouernment  stands,  vie  think,  on  very  different 
principles  from  a  tax  on  lands  which  the  Government  has 
sold.-' 

The  learned  commentator  on  the  Constitution, 
Mr.  Justice  Story,  after  copious  extracts  from 
these  judgments,  gives  his  own  summary  as  fol- 
lows— I  quote  fiom  1  Story  on  the  Constitution, 
section  ten  hundred  and  fifty-three: 

"  It  is  observable  that  these  decisions  turn  upon  Ihe  point 
that  no  State  can  have  authorily  to  tax  an  instrument  of 
the  United  States,  or  thereby  to  diminish  the  means  of  the 
United  States  used  in  the  exercise  of  powers  confided  to  it." 

Sir,  I  need  notliing  further  than  this  principle, 
if  Senators  would  only  bear  it  in  mind  and  follow 
it  to  its  natural  conclusion.  "  These  decisions," 
says  the  commentator,  "  turn  upon  the  point  that 
no  State  can  have  authority  to  lax  an  instrument 
of  the  United  Slates,  or  thereby  to  diminish  the 
means  of  the  United  States  used  in  the  exercise 
of  :Towers  confided  to  it." 

,!>ow,  sir,  we  are  proposing  to  create  a  vastsys- 
tem  of  national  banks,  an  immense  instrument 
for  national  credit.  Is  it  not  an  instrument?  Is 
it  not  us  much  an  instrument  as  your  navy-yard, 
or  your  arsenal,  or  yourmint?  Nor  does  it  yieltl 
in  importance  to  either  of  these.  Where  will  be 
your  navy-yard,  your  arsenal,  or  your  mint  if 
the  credit  of  this  country  is  allowed  to  fail.'  It  is 
an  instrument  in  the  public  service,  and  an  instru- 
ment of  the  highest  and  most  delicate  character; 
and  yet  Senators  gravely  propose  on  this  floor  to 
allow  States  to  interfere  by  local  taxation  to  im- 
pede and  clog  its  operations;  at  a  moment,  too, 
when  by  the  confession  of  all  it  is  essential  that 
our  finances  should  be  strengthened  in  every  pos- 
sible way. 

Why,  sir,  the  very  measure  under  considera- 
tion seeks  to  create  a  new  currency  by  a  system 
of  national  banks  which  shall  supersede  the  ex- 
isting State  banks  as  agents  of  currency.  Of 
course  the  new  system  must  begin  in  rivalry  with 
the  State  banks,  which  in  many  cases  will  be 
hostile.  This  is  no  inconsiderable  impediment. 
But  this  impediment  will  be  increased  if  the  na- 
tional banks  shall  be  ex|)osed  to  local  taxation. 
It  is  an  untried  experiment  upon  which  you  are 
about  to  enter.  On  every  account  the  experiment 
should  be  made  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances— precisely  as  when  we  have  put  stock  in 
the  market.  The  national  banks  should  be  com- 
mended in  every  possible  way.  But  instead,  it 
is  proposed  to  fasten  ii|)on  them  a  liability  which, 
if  it  do  not  compel  the  people  to  avoid  them,  will 
at  least  keep  them  in  rivalry  with  the  State  banks, 
so  that  the  new  system  cannot  become  truly  ef- 
fective. It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  but  one 
practical  course  for  all  who  arc  sincerely  in  favor 
of  the  proposed  system.  Naturally,  all  who  are 
against  it  will  favor  any  limitation  or  burden 
which  can  imjiair  its  efficiency.  But  all  who  are 
for  the  system,  and  wish  to  see  it  doing  all  the 
good  it  can  at  this  moment,  will  take  care  that  it 
1.1  not  compelled  to  carry  weight.  The  whole 
case  may  In;  briefly  summed  up.  Arc  you  in  earn- 
est to  place  the  national  credit  on  a  sure  founda- 
tion.' Are  you  in  earnest  for  the  national  bankn 
as  ii  proper  agency  to  this  end.'    If  you  are  in 


earnest  for  these  two  objects,  then  I  entreat  you 
not  to  allow  them  to  be  sacrificed  in  subserviency 
to  State  riijhts. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Mr.  President,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  gave  us  yesterday  two 
points  which  he  called  points  of  argument.  To- 
day he  has  given  us  a  running  commentary  upon 
a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  with  which  those  of  us  who  are  lawyers 
might  be  supposed  to  be  tolerably  familiar,  in  con- 
nection witii  a  little  poetry.  I  am  very  glad  that 
this  dry  subject  of  finance  can  occasionally  be 
softened  and  illuminated  by  an  admixture  of  that 
which  makes  it  a  little  more  interesting.  I  think 
that  his  argument  to-day,  even  that  part  of  it 
which  has  been  drawn  from  the  opinion  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  delivered  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall, 
is  all  of  it  poetical  in  this,  that  the  Senator  draws 
upon  his  imagination  for  the  application  of  what 
he  has  read  to  the  question  under  debate,  because 
in  my  judgment  it  has  no  earthly  application  as  a 
matter  of  law  to  the  question  now  before  us.  Of 
that,  however,  I  will  speak  by  and  by.  I  wish  to 
allude  first  to  the  points  which  he  started  yester- 
day. 

He  began  by  saying  that  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  was  patriotic  and  there- 
fore right.  Whether  he  meant  to  insinuate  that 
all  of  us  who  supported  the  opposite  opinion  were 
unpatriotic  and  therefore  wrong,  I  do  not  know, 
but  such  would  seem  to  be  the  natural  inference 
from  what  he  said. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  think  I  said  that  it  was 
patriotic,  and  therefore  practical. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That,  I  suppose,  would 
be  precisely  the  same  thing.  I  should  suppose 
that  the  opposing  idea  would  be  inferred;  the 
natural  converse  of  it,  as  he  put  ft,  was  that  all 
of  us  who  supported  the  contrary  opinion  were 
unpractical,  and  therefore  unpatriotic.  That  is 
a  question  that  remains  to  be  settled.  A'^iether 
this  proposition  is  patriotic  or  not  must  depend 
upon  its  wisdom.  I  will  venture  to  say  to  the 
Senator  that  in  relation  to  these  matters  of  legis- 
lation that  which  is  unwise  can  never  be  patri- 
otic, because  it  can  never  be  the  part  of  patriot- 
ism to  do  that  wliich  is  unwise  in  reference  to  the 
interests  of  the  Republic;  and  that  question  of 
the  wisdom  of  leaving  this  matter  within  the 
power  of  the  States,  so  far  as  this  amendment 
proposes  to  leave  it,  is  precisely  the  question 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  settle;  how  far  is  it 
wise  to  do  so,  and  how  far  is  it  unwise  to  do  so.' 
That  is  the  matter  now  under  discussion,  and  I 
hardly  agree  to  the  style  of  argument  assumed 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  in  begin- 
ning with  the  assertion  that  what  we  propose  to 
do  is  unwise  and  wrong,  taking  that  forgranted, 
and  not  endeavoring  to  prove  it,  and  then  going 
on  to  argue  that  because  it  is  unwise  and  wrong, 
therefore  we  are  all  out  of  the  way  in  the  course 
we  are  pursuing.  If  he  is  riglit  in  his  first  prop- 
osition,! grant  him  that  all  the  rest  follows;  but 
that,  with  due  submission  to  him,  is  precisely  the 
question  we  are  called  upon  to  settle.  I  have  the 
misfortune  to  differ  from  the  honorable  Senator 
on  that  point;  so  has  my  honorable  friend  from 
Vermont;  so  has  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ma- 
ryland; so  have  other  Senators  on  this  floor,  if  I 
may  judge  from  what  has  been  said  to  me;  and 
it  is  not  to  be  assumed  that  all  of  us  are  unprac- 
tical, and  that  we  must  sit  at  the  feet  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Massachusetts  to  learn  what 
is  practical  in  matters  of  legislation,  especially  in 
matters  relating  to  finance. 

Now,  sir,  take  the  other  point  of  the  Senator's 
argument;  there  were  two  in  it  yesterday:  the 
second  was  that  an  exemption  from  State  itixation 
is  necessary  to  place  these  banks  on  an  etpial  foot- 
ing, inasmuch  as  they  must  be  established  in  dif- 
ferent States.  Will  they  not  be  unequal  neces- 
sarily, from  the  very  fact  that  they  are  located  in 
different  States.'  Every  bank  which  i.s  located  in 
a  city  must  be  governed  in  its  operations  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  community  by  which  it  is  sur- 
rounded. It  must  o]ierate  according  to  those  cir- 
cumstances. They  may  be  more  favorable  or  less 
favorable  for  banking  operations.  You  cannot 
make  ihem  equal  unless  you  placi;  them  under  the 
same  circumstances,  in  the  same  place,  and  in  the 
same  community.  For  instance,  a  bank  located 
in  the  city  of  New  York  and  a  bank  located  in 
the  city  of  Detroit  would  not  operate  precisely 
under  the  same  circum.'JtnnceH,  or  with  the  same 
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advantages  or  disadvantages;  there  would  be  a 
difference  necessarily,  arising  from  the  different 
nature  of  the  business  which  they  are  called  upon 
to  do.  Giving  the  particular  States  where  they 
are  situated  a  right  to  levy  a  tax  on  them  would 
no  more  make  them  unequal  than  they  would  be 
unequal  before  in  their  interest,  in  their  business, 
in  anything  with  which  they  are  concerned.  This 
idea  of  making  everything  uniform,  making  a  sort 
of  Procrustean  bed  for  everything  that  is  done 
by  the  United  States  Government,  and  declaring 
tliat  everything  under  it  must  be  of  the  same 
length,  is  perfectly  preposterous.  I  know  it  is  a 
fanciful  idea  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — 
I  say  "  fanciful"  with  no  disrespect  for  him,  for 
everybody  knows  that  there  is  no  man  whom 
I  respect  more — and  with  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Currency.  They  have  dominated,  to  use  a 
common  expression,  with  their  prevailing  idea 
in  regard  to  these  two  systems;  and  although  I 
would  take  their  views  upon  the  subject-matter 
generally  connected  with  it,  yet  upon  particular 
details,  with  all  the  feeling  they  have  upon  the 
subject  and  the  state  of  opinion  generated  by 
dreaming  over  it  for  months,  I  think  they  arc 
hardly  the  men  to  whom  I  would  go  for  my  opin- 
ion as  to  its  operation  on  the  people  abroad,  aiid 
especially  in  the  community  where  I  reside.  I 
choose  to  judge  for  myself;  and  on  that  subject, 
allowing  for  the  difference  of  capacity  that  exists 
between  us  and  their  superiority  to  myself  in  that 
respectgenerally,  I  am  as  good  as  they  are,  and 
even  better.  I  do  not  care,  therefore,  to  have  their 
authority  quoted  to  me  as  conclusive  on  a  question 
of  this  kind. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  main  points  of 
the  Senator's  argument  yesterday.  What  has  he 
been  arguing  to-day?  Simply  this,  and  no  more, 
that  if  the  United  States  Government  undertake 
to  pass  an  act  establishing  an  agency,  that  agency 
caiinot  be  taxed  out  of  existence  by  the  States; 
and  he  has  read,  what  is  perfectly  familiar  to  all 
of  us,  pages  of  the  general  principles  laid  down 
by  Chief  Justice  Marshall  in  his  opinion,  which 
no  man  disputes,  about  which  there  never  was 
a  dispute,  which  v/e  all  admit  to  be  true,  and  he 
endeavors  to  apply  that  as  an  argument  to  a  case 
where  Congress  itself  says  that  the  particular 
pov/er  may  be  exerted.  The  argument  of  the 
Senator  is  that  because  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  have  decided  that  a  State  govern- 
ment cannot  interfere  and  overturn  one  of  the 
agencies  of  the  General  Government,  ergo,  the 
United  States  Government  cannot  consent  to  any 
such  thing.  His  argument  was  that,  or  else  it 
was  wholly  thrown  away,  because  the  question 
here  is,  what  shall  the  Government  assent  to? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  My  argument  was,  on  the 
reasoning  here,  that  tliey  ouglit  not  to  consent. 
_  Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Not  at  all,  for  that  ques- 
tion is  not  discussed  whether  they  ought  to  con- 
sent or  not.  On  the  contrary,  what  did  the  Chief 
Justice  say  in  this  very  opinion  with  regard  to 
this  very  proposition  that  is  now  under  debate, 
and  why  did  the  Senator  slide  over  it? 

"  Tliis  (ipiiiion  does  not  deprive  the  States  of  niiy  re- 
sources vvliicli  llicy  oriijiiially  possessed.  It  does  not  ex- 
lend  to  a  tax  paid  by  the  real  property  of  the  bank  in  coni- 
mon  vvitli  the  oilier  real  property  within  the  State,  nor  to 
a  lax  imposed  oji  the  iiitere.-it  which  the  citizens  of  Mary- 
land may  hold  in  this  institution  in  common  witli  other 
property  of  the  same  description  tinongliout  tlie  State. 
But  this" — 

"'  The  particular  tax  before  the  court — 
"is  a  tax  on  the  operations  of  the  bank,  and  is  eonse- 
quently  a  tax  on  the  operation  of  an  instrument  employed 
by  the  Govenuncwt  of  the  Union  to  carry  its  powers  into 
execution.     Such  a  tax  must  be  unconstitutional." 

Mr.  SUMNER.  And  my  argument  was  that 
the  tax  you  now  propose  to  allow  the  States  to 
impose  was  a  tax  on  the  operations  of  this  in- 
Ktrunient. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  But  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall says  in  so  many  words  that  it  is  not  a  tax 
on  the  operations,  and  I  am  willing  to  take  the 
opinion  of  that  eminent  Chief  Justice,  which  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  read, 
against  even  as  high  authority  as  that  of  theSffti- 
a'or  himself  on  a  question  of  law.  Tliis  is  not 
n  tax  on  the  operations  of  the  bank,  and  so  the 
Chief  Justice  expressly  said.  His  decision  left 
to  the  State  of  Maryland  the  power  to  tax  the 
real  estate  of  the  bank;  it  left  to  that  State  the 
power  to  tax  the  shares  in  the  bank  owned  by 
individuals  in  that  State,  becnuso  that  was  not  a 


tax  on  the  operations  of  the  bank,  but  the  tax 
laid  by  the  State  of  Maryland  in  the  case  before 
the  court  was  a  ta:c 'in  the  operations  of  the  bank, 
and  therefore  it  was  unconstitutional.  Why  did 
not  tiie  Senator  read  that? 

The  Senator  illustrates,  and  let  us  take  his 
illustrations.  He  asks,  why  not  tax  a  navy-yar;!  ? 
Do  the  citizens  of  a  State  own  the  navy-yard? 
He  asks,  why  not  tax  an  arsetial?  Do  tlie  citi- 
zens of  a  State  hold  stock  in  an  arsenal?  Have 
they  put  in  tlieir  money  and  built  it?  Is  it  di- 
vided into  shares,  and  owned  by  them,  and  do 
they  derive  a  revenue  from  it?  What  similarity 
is  there  in  the  cases?  He  asks,  why  not  tax  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  ?  Js  that  held  in  joint 
stock,  divided  among  the  people  of  a  State  ?  So 
of  anything  else  which  the  Senator  has  cited  as 
an  illustration  of  his  argument  on  this  subject. 
If  it  was,  it  would  present  precisely  this  question. 
Here  is  a  case  where  not  a  dollar  of  this  prop- 
erty is  owned  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  not  a  sixpence  of  it  in  any  shape  or  form; 
it  is  all  the  pi'operty  of  the  citizens  of  the  States, 
owned  in  joint  stock,  their  money  put  into  it.  Js 
it  so  with  a  navy-yard?  Is  it  so  with  an  arsenal? 
Is  it  so  with  the  Navy  ?  Is  it  so  with  anything 
that  the  honorable  Senator  has  cited  ?  What  sim- 
ilarity between  the  cases?  The  Senator  has  not 
only  raised  a  shadow  to  frighten  us  with,  [)ul  up 
a  mati  of  straw  to  be  knocked  down,  read  famil- 
iar principles  which  we  all  knew,  but  which  are 
not  applicable,  but  he  has  made  illustrations  from 
things  which  liave  no  similarity  to  the  case  in 
hand — nut  the  slightest  in  the  world. 

I  have  disposed,  therefore,  in  my  own  judg- 
ment, so  far  as  my  own  opinion  is  concerned,  of 
the  effect  of  the  Senator's  argument  upon  me — 
for  I  go  no  further  than  that — of  all  he  has  chosen 
to  adduce,  and  especially  that  which  is  founded 
on  the  particular  decision  which  he  read.  The 
question  there  was  whether  a  State  could  impose 
a  tax  upon  the  operations  of  an  instrumentality 
made  by  this  Government  for  its  own  purposes. 
That  is  the  fii'st  distinction  between  the  cases. 
There  is  another  distinction.  Here  we  propose, 
we  who  pass  the  act,  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment which  makes  the  instrumentality,  pro- 
pose to  say  that  to  a  certain  exercise  of  power  on 
the  part  of  the  States  we  assent;  and  therefore  all 
the  ai'gument  adduced  from  this  decision  had  not 
the  slightest  applicability  in  the  world.  But  when 
we  come  to  the  question  of  expediency,  the  ques- 
tion of  propriety,  the  question  of  what  is  wise  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  the  lionorable  Senatorand 
myself  may  differ,  and  we  do  differ.  If  I  differ 
from  him,  I  have  the  honor  of  differing  in  very 
good  company,  I  think. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Vermont  did  not 
argue  that  this  provision  was  unconstitutional; 
and  yet  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has  la- 
bored to  show  that,  in  spite  of  the  ai-gument  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Vermont,  the  consti- 
tutional power  exists  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  its  instiimicntality  and  to  prohibit 
the  States  from  exercising  any  taxing  power  over 
it.  Such  was  not  the  argument  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Vermont,  as  I  understood  it;  but  he 
can  speak  for  himself.  There  may  be  no  ques- 
tion about  the  constitutional  power.  No  consti- 
tutional ques:,ion  has  been  raised.  Nobody  thar. 
I  know  of  has  been  troubled  with  "Constitution 
on  the  brain"  in  reference  to  this  matter.  It  is  a 
pure  question  of  expediency,  what  is  wise,  what 
is  just,  in  reference  to  this  thing.  It  was  well 
said  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Vermont  that 
we  are  not  borrowing  money.  If  we  were  bor- 
rowing money,  we  might  borrow  it  upon  such 
conditions  as  we  chose  to  impose. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  under- 
took to  tell  us  that  we  had  limited  ourselves  to 
one  and  a  lialf  per  cent,  as  a  tax  upon  the  bonds 
that  we  have  put  out.  The  original  act  provided 
that  no  tax  should  be  laid  by  the  Slates  upon  our 
bonds.  When  we  came  to  frame  the  internal 
revenue  bill,  two  years  ago,  we  provided  that  a 
tax  of  one  and  a  half  |)er  cent,  might  be  laid  upon 
these  bonds.  I  do  not  imagine  that  that  formt^d 
a  contract.  It  may  be  that  I  am  wrong;  but,  in 
my  judgment,  if  we  chose  to-day  to  put  in  an 
internal  revenue  bill  three  per  cent,  or  five  per 
cent,  tax  on  our  bonds  we  might  do  it.  That  is 
no  ])art  of  the  contract  by  which  we  loaned  the 
money,  but  we  chose  to  put  one  and  a  half  per 
Cent,  in  the  bill  at  thnl  time  as  the  proper  tax. 


How  far  we  might  be  bound  in  good  faith  toward 
those  who  have  purchased  since  that  time  may 
beanother  question;  but  I  see  no  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  the  exercise  of  that  power  if  we  choose 
to  exeicise  it. 

Then  the  question  returns  precisely  to  wiiere' 
it  was  as  stated  by  the  honorable  Senator  froni- 
Vermont,  and  as  was  intimated  yesterday  by  my- 
self in  debate:  what  is  Justin  regard  to  the  iSlates 
themselves  ?  About  that  there  would  seem  to  be 
no  dispute.  And  lot  me  say  to  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  that  when  he  talks  about  the  etfect 
of  this  provision,  that  to  allow  the  States  to  im- 
pose this  tax  is  giving  them  the  power  to  tax  the 
instrument  itself  out  of  existence,  he  errs,  because 
by  the  very  provision  we  have  made  they  are 
limited  in  their  power  of  taxation;  they  c  .n  tax 
this  property  only  as  all  other  property  is  taxed. 
When  we  attempt  to  say  that  the  States  may  have 
this  pov.-er  of  taxation,  we  say  just  h-'W  far  they 
shall  go  and  no  further.  This  being  i,he  paramount 
law,  will  control  them,  and  they  cannot  go  an 
inch  beyond  it;  they  are  bound  by  the  provision 
that  we  make;  and  theSenator  would  bepuzzled, 
in  my  judgment,  (unless  he  can  show  that  the 
tax  which  each  State  must  impose  would  neces- 
sarily do  it,)  to  show  that  it  is  to  operate  so  as 
to  tix  the  in":rument  out  of  existence.  'J  hat  was 
not  the  argument  in  McCulloch  vs.  The  State  of 
Maryland.  It  was  that  a  tax  on  the  operations 
of  the  machine  would  be  giving  a  power  to  de- 
stroy the  machine.  At  any  rati:,  that  was  the 
argument,  as  I  understand  it. 

Then,  sir,  after  all  it  comes  back  to  the  siuiple 
question  of  expediency,  and  there  it  must  rest; 
it  is  a  mere  matter  of  money.  Shall  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  be  permitted  to  do  what 
they  did  not  attempt  to  do  when  they  established 
the  Bank  of  the  Utiited  States,  to  deprive  the 
people  of  the  States  of  the  right  and  the  power  to 
make  their  citizens  pay  a  tax  upon  their  own 
property  which  they  lield  in  these  institutions; 
or  shall  the  income,  the  revenue  to  be  derived 
from  that  source,  belong  entirely  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  States  have  no  part  in  it? 

If  the  Senator  reads  this  bill  he  will  perceive 
that  all  the  power  of  taxation  upon  the  opera- 
tions of  the  bank  itself,  all  upon  the  circulation, 
all  upon  the  depo.sits,  all  upon  everything  which 
can  properly  be  made  by  a  tax  is  reserved  to  the 
General  Government;  that  the  States  cannot  touch 
it  in  any  possible  form;  that  they  are  limited  and 
controlled;  the  simple  right  is  given  them  to  say 
that  the  property  which  their  own  citizens  have 
invested  in  it  shall  contribute  to  State  taxation 
precisely  as  other  property.  If  the  operations  of 
this  banking  system  are  to  be  so  very  favorable; 
if  it  is  what  its  inventors  and  its  friends  suppose 
it  must  be,  that  which  is  to  take  the  place  of  every- 
thing else  of  that  description  in  the  country,  that 
which  is  to  control  the  currency  of  the  country, 
to  make  a  new  one,  and  if  the  1300,000,000  thus 
invested  are  to  be  exclusive  and  to  crowd  out 
everything  and  everybody  but  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  I  ask  you  what  is  to  be  tho 
power  that  they  will  exert  wiih  reference  to  mak- 
ing money,  and  what  is  to  be  their  ability  for 
taxation? 

Gentlemen  argue  as  if  this  was  a  mere  matter 
to  last  during  the  war,  for  a  year  or  two,  more  or 
less.  Is  it  so?  Does  not  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  dream  and  does  he  not  believe  that  it 
is  to  extend  through  all  time;  that  it  is  to  be  a 
most  remarkable  success  in  its  operations,  and 
commend  itself  to  the  confidence  of  the  country, 
give  usanewand  improved  and  a  perfect  currency, 
and  be  established  in  the  affections  and  good  opin- 
ions of  the  people?  If  so,  it  is  to  be  a  matter  for 
peace,  for  a  longseries  of  years;  and  what  is  to  be 
the  case  when  peace  comes?  This  power  of  doing- 
all  the  money  business  of  the  country  is  to  be 
vestedin  the  favored  few  whohajipen  toown  this 
stock  or  to  get  possession  of  it,  and  it  is  to  be  im- 
mensely profitable;  and  yet  the  pioperiy  which 
composes  it,  owned  by  tlie  citizens  of  the  States, 
is  to  be  taken  entirely  out  of  the  hands  and  the 
power  of  the  States  for  any  beneficial  purpose 
whatever  to  tlie  States.  That  is  what  I  believe 
will  not  commend  it  to  the  [leople  of  ilie  States; 
and  after  all  it  must  rest  in  their  gdod  opinion. 

Sir,  I  cannot  close  without  saying  oui^  word  on 
the  sul^pct  of  State  rights.  We  who  advocate 
this  meiisure  hixvv  been  assailed — perhaps  that  is 
too  strong:  a  word;  there  was  no  jiiieiition  to  as- 
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sail  ucj,  piM'liaps,  but  [  do  not  know  of"  any  other 
word  iluU  would  suliicieiiily  expiTss  the  idea — 
assailed  as  if  we  were  preaching  up  the  doctrine 
ot  Siule  li^lits,  following  the  lead  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  1793  and  of  the  rebellion  and  of  every- 
ibing  else  that  has  set  up  State  rights  against  the 
rights  of  the  General  Government. 

Sir,  are  we  open  to  that  reproach?  If  we  are, 
all  1  have  to  auy  is  that  I  ain  a  believer  in  the 
States  as  instituii(;ns,  and  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senate  if  those  institutions  cease  to  exist  what 
becomes  of  the  United  States?  If  they  are  over- 
thrown, prostrated  by  the  legislation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, where  is  the  General  Government  itself? 
Has  it  come  to  this  pass,  that  we  cannot  argue  here 
at  all  upon  the  interests  of  the  States  of  wliich  we 
Senators  are  the  representatives  peculiarly?  Shall 
we  say  nothing  here  about  what  llie  interests  and 
power  and  well-being  of  those  States  require  in 
connection  with  our  subjects  of  legislation  ?  Shall 
we  say  nothing  of  what  rights  they  may  have 
under  the  Constitution,  for  fear  of  traveling  over 
ground  that  others  have  traveled  before  us  to  the 
injury  of  the  General  Government  and  of  the 
Union?  Why,  sir,  I  have  no  such  apprehension. 
For  one,  I  believe  that  the  States  are  as  importaiit 
as  the  Union  in  one  sense,  and  that  is  that  they 
are  important  to  the  Union,  and  that  if  they  arc 
weak  and  embarrassed  and  labor  under  difficulties, 
the  Union  must  be  weak  and  embairassed  and 
labor  under  ditficulties  also;  but  when  you  build 
up  and  supfiort  them  and  protect  them  in  the 
exercise  of  their  righis  and  the  increase  of  their 
good,  you  in  the  best  possible  way  protect  the 
Union  itself  and  advance  its  glory  and  its  power, 
and  this  is  what  1  have  to  say  in  answer  to  all 
that  may  be  intimated  with  regard  to  raising  the 
question  of  State  rights. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  the  Senator 
from  Maine  was  himself  from  beginning  to  end; 
himself  in  the  personalities  with  which  he  com- 
menced; himself  in  the  ability  of  his  argument; 
himself  in  the  patriotic  purpose  with  which  he 
closed.  Sir,  I  shall  not,  as  I  have  already  on 
another  occasion  said,  follow  him  in  that  which 
he  has  which  is  so  little  worthy  of  being  followed. 
I  leave  behind  his  personalities;  I  begin  with  his 
argument. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  While  the  Senator  is 
about  that,  because  that  is  a'common  thing  with 
him,  he  always  begins  to  whine,  let  me  ask  him 
to  state  what  I  said  that  was  personal,  and  not 
talk  generallyabout  it.  What  personalities  have 
I  been  :i:uilty  of? 

Mr.SUMiNER.  The  Senator  began  his  speech 
with  personalities. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  What?  I  ask  the  Sen- 
ator to  slate  what  language  I  used  that  can  lie 
called  personal,  and  not  indulge  in  a  general  decla- 
mation about  It.  1  deny  the  fact  and  1  defy  him  to 
show  it. 

Mr.  SUiVlNER.  The  report  will  show  what 
the  Senator  said. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Very  well,  I  trust  to  the 
report.  'I'hc  Senator  carmot  do  it,  and  he  knows 
he  cannot.     This  is  a  common  thing  with  him. 

Mr.  SUMNEil.  Very  well,  sir;  the  Senator 
is  personal  airniii. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  To  be  sure  1  am  now;  I 
admit  that. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  lie  is  now  as  he  was  at  the 
be;;innine;  and  ever  will  be. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  trust  so,  so  far  as  the 
Senator  frr)m  Massachusetts  is  concerned. 

iMr.  SUMNER.  1  said,  sir,  when  the  Senator 
interrupted  me,  that  i  would  go  to  his  argument. 
He  began  by  replying  to  what  1  said  lastevening. 
It  may  be  remembered  that  I  said  then  that  iIh; 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  if  not 
practical,  were  at  least  patriotic,  and  that  at  this 
moment,  in  this  crisis  of  the  Republic,  what  was 
patriotic  seemed  to  me  to  be  practical.  The  Sen- 
ator fiom  Maine  makes  that  simple  remark  an 
occasion  of  criticism.  Very  well;  1  pass  from 
that. 

The  Senator  then  undertook  to  re[)ly  to  the  fur- 
ther position  that  1  had  taken,  that  a  sanction  of 
taxation  by  States  and  by  municipalities  in  this 
bill  would  cause  dilfiTences  in  the  operation  of 
the  system  in  different  jiarts  of  the  countiy,  and 
would  prevent  its  having  that  uniformity  in  its 
working  which  I  thought  wc  ought  to  ^eek  to 
fitublinli.  And  the  Senator'a  reply  was  that  we 
could  not  liave  uniformity,  becau.te  the  banks 


would  naturally  be  under  different  conditions,  in 
dilTercnt  parts  of  the  country,  as,  for  instance,  in 
Boston  and  in  Chicago.  Sir,  those  are  natural  dif- 
ferences, which  I  admit  legislation  may  not  over- 
come; but  for  that  very  reason  we  should  forbear 
to  plant  additional  differences  in  our  very  bill. 
The  Senator  seeks  to  thrust  into  the  bill  which  is 
to  create  this  very  system  a  source  of  difference 
in  its  operation  in  dilferent  parts  of  the  country. 
The  case  is  too  plain  for  argument.  A  simple 
statement  is  enough. 

1  need  not  remind  the  Senate  that  the  system  of 
taxation  differs  in  different  States,  and  then  again 
in  different  counties  and  different  municipalities 
of  the  same  State,  so  that  this  institution  may  be, 
accordingto  the  rule  of  the  Senator,  underadiffer- 
ent  taxation  in  one  State  from  what  it  is  in  an- 
other State;  and  then  again  it  may  be  under  differ- 
ent taxation  in  different  parts  of  the  same  State; 
and  that  is  my  answer  to  the  criticism  of  the 
Senator  when  I  complained  of  the  proposition 
which  he  now  supports  as  planting  a  difference 
and  a  discord  in  the  operations  of  the  bill. 

The  Senator  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  what  I 
have  said  to-day,  and  he  began  with  an  allusion 
to  my  remarks  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont with  ri'gard  to  the  sequestration  of  property 
from  Stale  taxation.  The  Senator  from  Vermont, 
if  I  understood  him,  liad  objected  to  this  bill  as 
))roposing  to  sequester  a  large  amount  of  prop- 
erty from  State  taxation. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  said  that  would  be  its 
effect  without  this  amendment. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  complained  of 
the  operation  of  the  bill  without  the  proposed 
amendment  as  sequestering  a  large  amount  of 
property  from  State  taxation.  That  was  the  com- 
plaint; nor  more  nor  less.  How  did  I  answer  it? 
After  stating  that  the  amount  of  property  that  it 
was  proposed  to  sequester — 1  adopt  the  language 
of  the  Senator  from  Vermont — was  ^300,01)0,000, 
1  then  iiiquiied,are  we  not  every  day  sequestering 
an  equal  amount  for  military  and  naval  purposes  ? 
Who  can  estimate,  sir,  the  amount  of  military 
material  that  is  now  sequestered  from  State  taxa- 
tion? The  Senator  has  never  complained  that 
this  vast  pro])erty,  while  it  is  on  local  deposit  or 
in  local  custody,  is  not  subject  to  State  or  muni- 
cipal taxation.  1  have  never  heard  the  complaint. 
Who  can  estimate  the  amount  of  property  that 
we  are  constantly  sequestering  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  country  ? 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Will  thegentleman  indulge 
me  in  a  word  on  that  point? 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  (JOLLAMER.  There  is  no  sequestration 
in  the  United  States,  taking  property  for  military 
or  naval  purposes  and  using  it;  but  the  seques- 
tration of  which  I  complain  is  the  setting  apart  of 
the  funds  belonging  to  individuals  in  the  States 
for  exclusive  taxation  by  this  Government  and 
exempting  it  from  State  taxation. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Now  the  Senator  introduces 
an  additional  element.  It  is  the  sequestering  cer- 
tain properly  belonging  to  individuals  from  Stale 
taxation,  and  reserving  it  to  national  taxation. 
The  Senator  is  unwilling  to  see  this  fund  taken 
away  from  the  States,  or  sequestered,  so  that  it 
cannot  be  reached  by  the  States.  That  is  his  ar- 
gument. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  This  money  belongs  to 
our  citizens,  and  they  propose  to  invest  it  in  these 
banks;  and  now  you  propose  to  set  apart  that 
property  to  the  United  Slates  for  their  taxation 
exclusively,  and  not  allow  the  States  to  lax  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well, suppose  thatsame 
amtuniL  of  money  was  put  into  a  navy-yard  or 
put  into  military  |ux'paralions,  would  it  be  taxed 
by  the  State? 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  It  would  not  be  the  prop- 
erty of  individuals  after  you  had  got  it  in  that 
form. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  understand  that;  but  the 
question  now  is  as  to  the  amount  of  property  that 
is  set  apart.  I  am  on  that  point  now.  I  will  come 
to  the  other. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.     Set  apart  in  this  way. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  question  now  is  as  to 
the  amount  of  properly  that  is  sequestered.  It  is 
proposed  to  sequester  ;j^300,000,(K)0  for  the  natioiuil 
l)aiik.  How  many  hundred  millions  have  we  sc- 
quest(.'r('(l  for  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  Republic? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  With  the  leave  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  1  will  suggest  to  hun 


that  the  idea  of  sequestration  amounts  to  nothing. 
All  the  real  estate  in  the  country  is  sequestered 
for  Slate  and  municipal  taxation;  the  United  States 
do  not  touch  it. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  The  United  States  have 
a  right  to  tax  all  property. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     But  they  do  not. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  But  they  have  the  power 
to  do  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  is  a  provision  for 
a  direct  tax  on  land  in  the  internal  revenue  bill 
now  pending. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  has  been  repealed 
once. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  My  statement  was  that 
all  property,  except  that  imported,  was  subject 
to  taxation  both  by  the  General  and  State  Gov- 
ernments. What  I  mean  by  sequestration  is 
taking  some  of  the  subjects  of  taxation  and  put- 
ling  them  apart  for  one  Government  and  taking 
them  from  the  other. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well,  I  am  now  on  the 
amount  of  property  that  is  taken  from  State  tax- 
ation, and  I  have  already  said  that  it  is  proposed 
to  take  $300,000,000  for  the  national  banJt;  not 
so  much  as  is  taken  from  State  taxation  for  the 
Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  Slates.  Is  it  not 
curious  that  the  sequestration  should  be  allowed 
so  easily  in  one  case,  and  should  be  so  contested 
in  the  other.  Each  is  for  the  public  good,  the 
general  welfare,  and  the  national  defense.  At 
this  tnoment  the  national  banks  are  not  less  im- 
portant to  our  defense  than  our  navy-yards. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  has 
reminded  us  that  all  the  real  estate  of  the  country 
is  sequestered  from  national  taxation;  so  that 
Stales  here  have  opportunities  of  their  own.  But 
there  is  still  another  class  of  illustrations.  Under 
the  statutes  of  the  country  all  the  public  lands  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  are  sequestered  from 
local  taxation  in  the  Slates  where  they  lie.  There 
is  also  the  Mint  sequestered  from  State  taxation. 
There  is  also  here  in  this  very  city  of  Washing- 
ton all  these  public  buildings,  the  Capitol  in  which 
we  are  now  assembled,  the  edifices  where  the  pub- 
lic Departments  perform  their  labors,  all  seques- 
tered from  taxation  of  any  kind;  and  yet  the  ar- 
gument is  brought  forward  now  thai  we  must  not 
exempt  from  local  taxation  the  $300,000,000  in- 
vested in  the  new  banks;  and  the  reason  assigned 
is  because  this  amount,  when  invested,  is  private 
property,  and  remains  private  property.  Very 
well.  Suppose  it  is  private  property.  How  does 
that  affect  the  question?  Not  at  all.  The  same 
identical  sum  is  sequestered,  whether  it  is  private 
property  or  public  properly,  and  this  is  the  point 
to  which  I  am  now  calling  attention.  The  Sen- 
ator repeats  that  this  amount  continues  private 
properly.  But  I  submit  that  it  can  make  no  dif- 
ference, so  far  as  the  Stale  is  concerned,  whether 
that  property,  when  sequestered,  continues  pri- 
vate properly  or  becomes  absolutely  the  property 
of  the  United  States.  In  each  case  it  is  so  much 
properly  exempt  from  local  taxation.  Practically, 
the  two  cases  of  exemption  are  alike,  for  the  local 
authorities  are  ousted  in  each,  and  that  is  the  es- 
sential point.  Such  was  my  answer  to  the  argu- 
ment of^  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  now  adopted 
by  the  Senator  from  Maine.  If  the  Senators  ob- 
ject to  the  sequeslralion  of  this  large  amount  of 
property,  they  may  with  equal  reason  object  to 
the  sequestration  of  a  larger  amount  in  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  service.  But  this  they  never  thought 
of  doing.  And  ihey  submit  that  they  ought  not 
to  think  of  objecting  to  the  sequestration  for  the 
sake  of  the  currency. 

Therefore,  when  the  Senator  so  triumphantly 
pointed  out  the  seeming  dislinctiop  between  the 
se(|uestration  in  these  two  cases,  he  pointed  out 
a  "distinction  without  a  difference."  So  far  as 
State  taxation  is  concerned,  it  is  immaterial  what 
form  the  seqiu-stration  may  take.  It  is  enough 
that  |iroperty  is  sequestered.  You  may  grudge 
the  exemption  in  one  case  more  than  another; 
you  may  dislike  to  see  a  man  of  properly  in  the 
hands  of  individuals  which  Stale  taxation  cannot 
ro«ch;  but  the  State  does  not  lose  more  in  one 
case  tiian  in  another.  In  both  cases  it  loses  the 
taxation  on  a  given  amount  of  properly,  and  in 
both  cases  for  the  same  reason. 

The  Senator  from  Maine  proceeded  next  to 
consider  the  judgment  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall, 
and  he  reminded  us  of  his  own  familiarity  and  of 
the  fumiliarily  of  the  Senate  with  that  remark- 
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able  production.  He  misunderstood  entirely  the 
use  which  I  nnade  of  that  judgment  in  this  discus- 
sion. 1  did  not  adduce  it  here  to  show  that  a 
tax  by  the  State,  such  as  is  now  proposed,  would 
be  unconstitutional,  but  simply  to  show  that  it 
was  inexpedient  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  allow 
it  in  advance;  and  I  said  that  every  considera- 
tion, every  argument,  every  word  of  that  great 
Chief  Justice  going  to  show  that  it  was  unconsti- 
tutional on  the  part  of  a  State  to  tax  the  bank, 
was  equally  strong  against  the  policy  on  our  part, 
at  this  moment,  of  allowing  in  advance  any  such 
tax  as  is  now  proposed.  That,  sir,  was  my  argu- 
ment, and  I  submit  that  every  word  of  that  mas- 
terly judgment  sustains  me  irresistibly.  The 
language  of  the  Chief  Justice  is: 

"  Dons  fills  power  extend  to  those  means  which  are  em- 
ployed by  Congress  to  carry  into  execution  powers  con- 
ferred on  that  body  by  the  people  of  the  United  States."' 

And  Mr.  Justice  Story,  in  summing  up,  says: 

"  ft  is  observable  that  these  decisions  turn  upon  the 
point  that  no  State  can  have  authority  to  tax  aninstrument 
of  the  United  States,  or  thereby  to  diminish  the  means  of  the 
United  States,  used  in  the  exercise  of  powers  confided  to  it." 

Now,  sir,  the  simple  question  is  whether,  if  you 
allow  the  States  to  tax  the  national  banks,  they 
■will  not  thereby  diminish  the  means  of  tlie  Uni- 
ted States.'  Will  it  not  be  indirectly  a  tax  on  this 
instrument  which  for  the  public  good  we  are  now 
constructing?  The  Senator  from  Maine  very  pos- 
itively says  that  it  would  not  be  so.  I  content 
myself  with  saying,  certainly  with  a  conviction 
equally  strong  with  his  own,  that  it  would  be  so. 
Clearly,  most  clearly  beyond  all  doubt  the  State 
taxation,  whether  direct  or  indirect,  must  tend  to 
diminish  the  means  ofthe  United  States.  How  can 
it  be  otherwise.'  If  the  State  may  tax  the  national 
bank  may  it  not  to  a  certain  extent  clog"its  op- 
erations; may  it  not  hamper  its  free  movement; 
may  it  not  affect  the  value  of  its  stock.'  It  cannot 
be  otherwise.  I  submit  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
Senate  whether  it  must  not  be  so.  And,  again, 
if  the  State  cannot  tax  the  bank  directly,  how  can 
it  tax  the  bank  indirectly;  or  rather,  if  it  be  inex- 
pedient to  tax  the  bank  directly,  must  it  not  be 
equally  inexpedient  to  tax  it  indirectly .'  I  repeat 
these  inquiries;  but  they  contain  the  whole  case. 
I  would  not  take  up  too  much  time,  I  would  not 
be  too  earnest,  but  the  subject  is  of  incalculable 
importance;  and  I  now  strive,  with  proper  humil- 
ity, I  trust,  to  secure  that  conclusion  which  will 
be  most  for  the  national  advantage. 

But,  sir,  why  should  the  Slate  tax  these  invest- 
ments.' Because  it  needs  the  money.  That  is  the 
argument.  But  does  not  the  nation  need  the  money 
at  this  moment  more.'  And  now  that  we  are  found- 
ing this  institution,  should  we  not  to  the  best  of 
our  ability  so  endow  it  that  it  will  have  the  best 
possible  credit.'  We  wish  to  induce  investments 
in  the  new  banks.  Can  anything  better  be  done 
to  promote  such  a  result  than  to  announce  to  the 
country  that  they  are  founded  by  the  nation, 
dedicated  to  the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  arid 
carefully  saved  from  any  local  interference  of  any 
kind,  so  that  they  shall  be  national  in  character 
and  immunities  as  they  are  national  in  name? 
Let  this  annunciation  go  forth,  and  you  will  give 
your  banks  the  best  possible  character;  you  will 
make  lliem  strong,  so  that  their  very  infancy  will 
have  the  strength  of  maturity.  But  making  them 
strong,  you  will  benefit  the  Republic  at  this  mo- 
ment as  by  a  victory  in  the  field.  Taking  from 
local  authorities  all  power  of  taxing  these  banks, 
and  conferring  it  exclusively  upon  Congress,  you 
■will  make  the  banks  independent  and  self-poised  ; 
but  beyond  this  unquestionable  advantage,  you 
will  make  another  contribution  to  the  national 
Treasury  to  the  extent  of  this  taxation.  There  are 
Senators  who  seek  to  divert  this  amount  to  swell 
the  Slate  funds.  1  differ  from  them,  and  avow  the 
difference.  At  this  moment  of  peril  to  our  na- 
tional life  1  wish  to  save  it  for  my  whole  country. 

Mr.  FES3ENDEN.  Mr.  President,  I  wi.sh  to 
say  a  few  words,  rather  of  a  |)ersonal  character, 
in  reference  to  this  debate,  as  I  feel  it  to  he  duo  to 
myself.  Perhaps  I  was  hasty  in  interrupting  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  to  call  upon  him  for 
some  definite  proof,  from  what  I  had  said,  ofthe 
truth  of  liis  assertion.  I  have  since,  for  fear  that 
1  might,  in  the  heat  of  argument,  have  said  some- 
thing that  could  be  construed  into  a  personality, 
inquired  of  some  six  or  eight  gentlemen  around 
me,  whether  1  had  used  any  language  that  could 
possibly  be  so  construed,  and  the  universal  an- 


swer has  been,  "Not a  word."  And  yet,  sir,  in  the 
face  of  the  fact,  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
not  for  the  first  time,  has  made  a  direct  personal 
attack  upon  me;  for  surely  it  is  personality  of  a 
gross  kind  to  assert,  in  so  many  words,  that  the 
general  practice  of  a  Senator  here  is  to  indulge  in 
personalities.  This  is  the  second  time  the  Sena- 
tor has  said  that  of  me. 

On  the  former  occasion,  in  endeavoring  to  com- 
bat an  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, I  observed  in  substance  that  he  seemed  to 
speak  ex  cathedra,  but  that  was  a  matter  of  taste 
of  which  he  must  judge  for  himself.  In  reply  he 
said  that  "the  Senator  from  Maine  began  by  being 
personal."  Why,  sir,  it  is  the  most  common  ex- 
pression in  the  world  with  regard  to  a  style  of 
argument;  and  yet  the  Senator  then  said,  as  he 
has  said  now,  not  only  that  the  remark  was  per- 
sonal, but  further  broadly  intimated  that  it  was 
according  to  my  usual  character  and  habit.  To- 
day when  I  have  argued  the  question  before  the 
Senate,  with  some  heat  and  warmth  to  be  sure, 
but  touching  only  the  Senator's  argument,  he 
repeats  that  "  the  Senator  from  Maine  in  his 
argument  is  himself  personal." 

Now,  sir,  on  which  side  does  the  personality 
lie — in  me,  who  said  nothing  that  the  Senator 
could  lay  his  finger  upon,  or  him,  who  imputes 
to  me  a  general  habit  of  personality  in  debate? 
The  Senate  and  the  country,  if  it  ever  hears  of 
anything  so  trifling  as  this  difTerenco  between  the 
Senator  and  myself,  will  answer  that  question. 

Sir,  I  consider  it,  when  thus  made  for  the  second 
time,  a  gross,  and  unfounded,  and  untrue  impu- 
tation. 1  am  warm  in  debate  and  sometimes  I 
offend  gentlemen  a  little,  perhaps,  and  I  notice 
that  it  is  the  habit  of  one  or  two  gentlemen  to  say 
on  such  occasions,  when  I  happen  to  get  in-to  a 
debate  with  them,  that  I  am  lecturing  the  Senate. 
Why,  sir,  if  I  am  lecturing  anybody  it  is  those 
individual  Senators,  and  they  make  a  great  mis- 
take in  supposing  that  they  are  the  Senate.  They 
make  but  a  very  small  fraction  of  the  Senate,  and 
have  no  right  to  assume  that  they  constitute  the 
Senate  if  thus  lectured, 

I  have  said  thus  much  in  defense  of  myself.  I 
have  no  idea  that,  undisputed  and  uncorrected, 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  shall  indulge 
himself  in  attempting  to  give  me  such  a  character 
in  the  country  with  regard  to  debate,  especially 
when  he  has  nothing  to  found  it  on  in  regard  to 
himself,  and  cannot  allege  a  word  that  I  have 
spoken  in  support  of  his  assertion.  Iknowthat 
he  has  means  at  his  command  which  I  have  not. 
He  has,  to  say  the  least,  one  newspaper  which 
ordinarily  echoes  what  he  says,  and  attacksevery- 
body  that  he  happens  to  differ  with.  On  that 
former  occasion  the  matter  was  paraded  substan- 
tially as  a  personal  assault  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  because  he  happened  to  say  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  spoke  ex  cathedra,  but 
that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  replied  with 
his  usual  dignity  and  courtesy,  and  conclusive- 
ness of  argument !  I  expect  now,  when  I  get  the 
next  number  of  that  paper,  because  I  am  honored 
by  having  it  sent  to  me  sometimes,  without  my 
requesting  it,  however,  to  see  something  like 
this 

Mr.  POMEROY.     What  paper  is  it? 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  A  paper  called  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Then  I  can  only  say  to  the 
Senator  that  I  do  not  even  know  the  editor  of 
the  paper. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  do  not  know  how  that 
may  be;  I  only  judge  from  what  appears.  I  pre- 
sume it  will  come  with  a  statement  something 
like  this:  "  that  in  this  debate  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  Mr.  FesseNden,  in  his  usual  uncourteous 
and  ungentlemanly  style,  attacked  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Sumner" — 
without  giving  the  speech,  because  it  seldom  if 
ever  gives  anything  coming  from  me  that  it  founds 
its  remarks  upon — "  and  our  distinguished  Sen- 
ator, with  that  elegance  of  language,  with  that 
refinement  of  manner,  with  that  force  of  argu- 
ment, and  with  all  that  courtesy  which  always 
dignify  and  adorn  everything  that  he  does  and 
says  in  debate,  replied  in  such  a  conclusive  and 
overwhelming  manner  that  the  Senator  from 
Maine  was  dumb."     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  there  is  but 
one  question  of  fact  in  what  lias  fallen  from  the 
Senator,  and  that  is  certainly  a  very  trivial  one. 


He  has  alluded  to  a  newspaper.  I  interrupted 
him  to  say  that  I  did  not  even  know  the  editor 
of  that  paper.  I  think  that  ought  to  satisfy  even 
the  Senator.  I  presume,  however,  it  will  not. 
There  are  literary  writers  in  the  paper  that  I  have 
some  knowledge  of.  Let  me  add  that  I  doubt  if 
there  is  any  one  on  this  floor  who  has  less  con- 
nection with  the  public  press  than  I  have. 

The  Senator  was  very  anxious  lest  1  should 
give  him  what  he  called  a  general  character  in  the 
country  for  personality.  Those  were  his  words. 
I  beg  to  assure  the  Senator  from  Maine  that  the 
general  character  in  the  country  which  he  will 
have  is  that  which  he  gives  himself. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  wish  to  say  in  reply 
that  if  the  Senator  fails  to  do  it  it  will  not  be  for 
want  of  effort  and  disposition,  but  only  because 
his  capacity  is  not  equal  to  his  desire. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  After  this  very  pleasant 
episode  1  fear  the  Senate  will  scarcely  be  in  a 
temper  to  recur  to  the  real  question  before  the 
body.  It  has  been  discussed  in  such  a  variety 
of  ways,  and  yet  is  a  plain  question.  The  dis- 
cussion has  extended  into  many  matters  that  are 
not  really  before  the  Senate.  1  concur  with  the 
Senator  from  Maine  in  one  proposition,  that  this 
does  not  raise  a  constitutional  question.  There 
is  no  doubt  about  the  power  of  Congress  to  with- 
hold these  agencies  from  State  taxation.  I  look 
upon  that  as  settled.  The  case  cited  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  settled  the  general  prin- 
ciple that  the  States  had  no  right  to  tax  the 
agencies  of  the  General  Government.  But  that 
is  not  the  question  in  this  case.  Here  it  is  pro- 
posed that  Congress  shall  confer  upon  the  States 
the  express  power;  and  the  question  is  whether 
we  shall  give  the  States  that  power.  Nor  is  it  a 
question  as  to  the  amount  of  tax.  I  believe  all 
the  members  ofthe  Senate  are  willing  to  impose 
the  same  amount  of  tax  on  these  banks  that  is 
imposed  on  the  property  of  the  citizen  anywhere. 

Yesterday,  in  discussing  this  matter,  I  sug- 
gested that  the  United  States  tax  proposed  on  the 
banks  should  be  doubled,  that  the  amount  of  tax 
on  these  banks  levied  by  the  United  States  should 
be  so  heavy  that  no  one  could  say  that  property 
employed  in  national  banks  paid  a  less  rate  of 
taxation  than  property  engaged  in  other  business. 
I  said  yesterday  that  if  this  proviso  were  stricken 
out  I  would  follow  it  with  an  amendment  to  dou- 
ble the  rate  of  taxation.  I  am  in  favor  of  impos- 
ing on  these  national  banks  the  full  amount  of  tax 
that  is  imposed  on  any  other  property  employed 
in  a  like  business  in  any  State  of  the  Union.  I 
think  that  all  the  property  of  the  people  of  this 
country  must  be  taxed  very  heavily ;  and  I  do  not 
want  those  who  engage  in  these  national  banks 
to  escape  one  single  dollar  of  tax.  The  difference 
between  us  is  just  this:  I  insist  that  whatever  tax 
is  levied  on  these  banks  shall  be  paid  into  the 
national  Treasury  to  pay  the  interest  and  princi- 
pal of  the  national  debt;  otherSenators  desire  that 
a  portion  of  the  tax  levied  on  the  national  banks 
shall  be  paid  to  support  the  State  governments, 
the  city  governments,  the  county  governments, 
the  local  municipal  corporations  of  the  different 
States.  That  is  all  the  difference  between  us.  So 
far  as  the  rate  of  taxation  is  concerned,  there  is 
no  difference.  I  am  willing,  as  one  of  the  friends 
of  this  measure,  to  impose  on  this  property  any 
burden  of  taxation  that  any  Senator  thinks  it  can 
bear  and  live.  The  only  difference  is,  that  I  do 
not  wish  any  portion  of  this  taxation  to  be  di- 
verted from  national  object^  for  State,  county,  and 
municipal  purposes.  Here  we  are  creating  cor- 
porations with  power  to  bank;  and  the  only  ques- 
tion with  us  is,  shall  we  confer  on  all  the  towns 
and  counties  and  cities  and  States  of  this  Union 
the  powerof  taxation,  to  control  their  operations, 
and  substantially  to  destroy  them?  It  seems  to 
me  that  is  the  only  question,  and  not  as  to  the  rate 
of  taxation. 

But  the  Senator  from  Maine  yesterday  said 
that  in  this  proposition  we  proposed  to  sequester 
P00,000,000  of  the  capital  of  this  country;  and 
he  used  a  word  that  is  odious  on  account  of  its 
connection  with  the  old  mortmain  laws  of  Eng- 
land. The  word  "sequester"  means  "to  with- 
draw,"" to  reserve."  I  believe  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  followed  to-day  in  using  the  word  "  se- 
quester," an  unpopular  word,  a  word  which  when 
applied  to  the  old  ecclesiastical  corporations  of 
England  was  justly  odious.  When  some  ofthe 
monasteries  of  England  acquired  real  estate,  that 
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renl  estate  at  once  ceased  to  be  taxable  like  the 
other  real  estate  of  England.  To  avoid  tiiis  idea 
of  sequestration  we  have  inserted  in  this  bill  this 
proviso: 

Provii'.cd,  Tliat  iioiliingin  tl)is  act  slmll  exempt  the  real 
estate  of  associations  fiom  cillicr  county,  Slate,  or  niiiui- 
eipal  taxes  to  llie  same  extent,  nccoriliiig  to  its  value,  as 
otiier  real  estate  is  taxed. 

So  that  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  all  the  real 
estate  owned  by  the  banks  is  subject  to  tax  just 
like  individual  real  estate.  The  only  question  is 
■whether  the  proi)erty  they  have  invested  in  the 
bonds  of  the  United  States  shall  be  taxed.  I 
wish  to  confine  tlie  attention  of  the  Senate  to  that 
qbestion. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas 
proposes  to  tax  all  the  property  of  these  banks 
that  is  not  invested  in  the  securities  of  the  United 
States,  so  that  all  its  capital  stock,  all  its  personal 
property,  all  its  real  property,  every  dollar  of 
property  it  has  in  the  world  in  any  form  or  shape 
will  be  subject  to  taxation  under  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Kansas,  except 
only  that  which  is  invested  in  the  bonds  of  the 
United  States.  In  other  words,  it  put  a  national 
bank-  ludding  bonds  of  the  United  States  on  pre- 
cisely the  same  footing  that  a  State  bank  now  is 
that  holds  the  bonds  of  the  United  States.  The 
whole  of  this  controversy  stands  then  in  that  po- 
sition  

iMr.  HOWE  rose. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Let  me  finish;  I  shall  con- 
clude tl>e  sooner. 

Mr.  HOWE.     1  was  about  to  ask  a  question. 
Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  will  answer  a  question. 
Mr.  HOWE.     It  is  practically  how  the  as- 
sessor who  undertakes  to  assess  the  stock  in  a 

bank  is  to  distin2:uish 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Not  assess  the  stock,  assess 
the  bank. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  answer  the  question; 
1  know  what  it  is  now  before  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  finishes  it.  The  monthly  reports  and 
quarterly  reports  provided  for  in  this  bill  show 
how  much  capital  stock  they  have  paid  in,  how 
much  of  all  kinds  of  property  they  have,  and  how 
much  of  that  is  invested  in  the  bonds  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  so  that  their  reports  show  that  fact, and 
if  the  assessor  is  not  satisfied  with  that  report  he 
can  examine  the  officers  under  oath. 

Mr.  HOWE.  1  did  not  understand  that  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas  proposed 
to  tax  a  batik  as  an  association.  1  supposed  it 
was  a  tax  on  the  shareholder. 

Mr.SHERMAN.  No;  to  tax  thebank.  Under 
this  system  of  banking  a  bank  is  required  to  hold 
one  third  of  its  capital  stock  in  the  securities  of  the 
United  States.  It  may  invest  the  whole  of  its 
capital  stock  in  these  securities.  If  it  invests  but 
one  third,  all  its  capital  above  the  amount  so  in- 
vested is  liable  to  taxation,  precisely  like  any 
other  property  held  by  any  other  corporation  un- 
der Stale  laws.  The  only  exemption  is  that  a  na- 
tional bank  will  not  be  bound  to  pay  State  and 
municipal  taxes  on  the  money  that  it  has  invested 
in  the  bonds  of  the  United  States.  Take,  for  in- 
stance, the  case  of  John  Stiles,  the  very  interest- 
ing illustration  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  CoLLAMER.]  Suppose  John  Stiles  having 
money,  living  in  Vermont,  and  not  desiring  to 
invest  it  in  the  real  estate  of  Vermont,  should  in- 
vest it  in  the  bonds  of  ihe  United  States,  under 
the  exi.'<iiiig  laws,  which  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Vermont  voted  for,  John  Stiles  would  be 
exempt  from  Slate  taxation;  and  why.'  We  have 
denied  to  the  Slate  of  Vermont  the  power  to  lax 
the  money  of  John  Stiles  invested  in  the  securi- 
ties of  the  United  States,  and  the  reason  for  this 
excmplion  was  given  very  lucidly  by  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Vermont.  In  a  time  of  war  it 
is  necessary,  to  make  our  securities  belter,  to  hold 
out  inducements  to  our  citizens  to  invest  their 
money  in  our  bonds,  and  iherf^fore  we  said  to  the 
States  that  the  money  invested  in  our  bonds  by 
John  Stiles  or  anybody  else  should  be  free  from 
State  or  municipal  taxation. 

On  the  other  hand,  suppose  that  for  national 
purposes  national  banks  arc  organized,  and  these 
national  banks  are  comitelled  by  the  law  lo  invest 
their  money  in  the  bonds  of  the  United  Statics. 
They  are  taxed  by  the  Uniti'd  Slates  for  the  priv- 
ileges granted  by  this  bill,  fully  taxed,  lo  ihe  full 
extent  of  the  average  laxntion  in  ihe  United  Stairs. 
Now  ic  there  any   renson  why  the  properly  oC 


these  banks,  which  by  law  they  are  compelled  to 
invest  in  the  bonds  of  the  United  States,  should 
not  bo  exempt  from  State  taxation  just  ns  much 
as  the  property  of  John  Stiles  invested  in  United 
States  bonds? 

There  is  the  case,  and  I  think  it  is  sufficiently 
answered.  If  John  Stiles  takes  an  interest  in  a 
bank,  and  if  that  bank  of  which  he  is  a  stock- 
holder invests  its  capital  in  the  bonds  of  the  United 
States,  then  as  a  matter  of  course  John  Stiles  is 
exempted  from  Slate  taxation,  just  as  much  as  if 
he  directly  invests  his  money  in  the  bonds  of  the 
United  States,  instead  of  doing  it  irjdircctly  through 
a  bank;  but  if  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank  of 
which  Jolin  Stiles  is  a  stockholder  is  not  invested 
in  the  bonds  of  the  United  Stales,  it  is  not  ex- 
empt from  State  or  municipal  taxation  by  the 
terms  of  this  bill. 

There  is  one  general  idea  that  controls  my  vote 
on  this  matter.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  matter  to 
get  excited  about.  The  States  are  necessary  to 
be  supported,  and  the  countiesand  the  cities  must 
be  maintained;  but  so  must  the  national  Govern- 
ment, and  the  needs  of  the  national  Government 
are  now  greater  than  those  of  any  portion  of  the 
community;  and  the  only  question  is,  how  can  all 
these  governments  be  sustained  without  injury  to 
the  other.''  All  are  to  be  sustained  by  taxation. 
The  basis  of  my  idea  is  that  certain  modes  of  tax- 
ation should  be  set  aside  for  the  United  States, 
and  certain  modes  of  taxation  should  be  set  aside 
for  the  States,  for  instance,  by  the  Constitution 
we  have  setaside  for  national  purposes  the  power 
to  impose  duties  upon  imports.  This  is  one  na- 
tional fund  that  is  reserved  by  the  Constitution. 
We  have  also  by  practice,  although  that  is  not  by 
Constitution  but  by  law,  reserved  indirect  taxes 
to  the  national  Government.  By  law  also  we  have 
reserved  lo  the  States  all  the  real  estate  and  all  the 
pet'eonal  property  of  this  country  with  but  one  or 
two  exceptions.  All  the  real  estate  of  the  United 
States  amounting  to  $11,000,000,000  has  been  free 
and  I  hope  always  will  be  kept  free  from  direct 
tax  by  the  United  States,  and  will  be  left  to  sup- 
port the  State  and  local  governments.  Here  is 
sequestration  in  earnest,  not  by  the  Constitution, 
but  by  law:  all  the  real  property  of  this  country 
is  withdrawn  from  national  taxes.  It  is  true  that 
in  the  bill  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives there  is  a  proposed  direct  tax  of 
$15,000,000, but  I  hope  itwillnolbe  adopted,  and 
1  do  not  believe  it  will  be.  1  wish  to  leave  to  the 
States  the  whole  of  the  vast  real  and  personal 
property  of  this  country,  and  with  the  taxes  on 
that  property  to  support  the  local  governments. 
The  national  Government  ought  only  to  resort  to 
indirect  taxes.  Here  we  have  a  system  of  indi- 
rect taxes  which  we  have  devised,  and  which  we 
hope  to  improve,  which  will  yield  to  the  Govern- 
ment a  large  sum  of  money  without  invading  or 
impairing  in  the  least  any  of  the  ordinary  modes 
of  taxation  adopted  in  the  States. 

It  is  proposed  by  this  bill  also  to  give  to  the 
United  Slates  Government  another  fund,  another 
mode  of  collecting  taxes,  and  what  is  it.'  The 
bonds  of  the  United  States  invested  in  a  system 
of  national  banks.  They  are  to  be  reserved  to 
the  nation  as  another  fund  from  which  the  nation 
alone  may  draw  taxes.  Is  that  extraordinary? 
The  States  have  by  law  the  exclusive  power, and 
they  by  law  collect  exclusive  taxes  on  all  the 
lands  and  personal  projierty  of  the  United  States, 
with  some  small  exceptions.  Is  it  unreasonable 
that  tlie  Government  of  the  United  States  should 
claim  as  its  peculiar  source  of  taxation,  first,  duties 
on  imports;  next,  indirect  internal  taxation;  and 
next,  a  taxon  itsown  securities.  We  now  have  the 
power  to  tax  all  the  bonds  of  the  United  States  for 
national  purposes.  The  law  declares  that  these 
bonds  shall  not  be  subject  to  State  taxation,  but 
it  does  not  relieve  them  from  taxation  by  tlie 
nation.  They  arc  moneys  invested  in  the  secu- 
rities of  the  United  States,  and  that  fund  may  be 
set  ajmrt,  used  exclusively  by  the  nation  for  the 
support  of  the  Government.  Is  it  unreasonable, 
when  this  money  is  invested  in  a  system  of  na- 
tional banks,  set  aside  to  maintain  and  build  up 
a  national  currency  upon,  lo  e-xtiMid  this  excmp- 
lion of  United  Stales  stocks  when  owned  by 
these  national  banks  ? 

Why,  sir,  if  a  bank  in    the  Slate  of  Vermont 

now   is  n  holdir  of  nalional  seciirilics,  those  na- 

I  iiinial  pceiiritie.s  in   ihe  hands  of  that  local  bank 

:  arc  cxcnip'  from  Slate  inxation.  Suppose  by  law 


they  are  required  to  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  as  the  basis  of  national 
banks,  is  it  any  the  less  a  reason  why  they  should 
be  exempt  from  State  taxation?  Not  at  all.  I 
say  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Kansas,  if  adopted,  will  do  nothing  more 
than  to  give  to  these  national  banks  that  exemp- 
tion which  by  law  is  now  given  to  every  bank 
and  to  every  individual  who  holds  the  bonds  of 
the  United  States. 

I  therefore  do  not  see  all  these  causes  of  com- 
plaint. But  here  is  another  point,  and  I  invite 
the  attention  of  the  Senator  from  Maine  to  it. 
He  asked  very  strongly,  "  Why  not  give  to  the 
Stales  and'to  the  cities  the  power  of  taxation;  is 
it  likely  they  will  abuse  it?"  I  will  tell  him  why 
I  think  it  would  operate  unjustly  to  leave  these 
bonds,  owned  by  the  national  banks,  subject  to 
local  taxation.  In  the  first  place,  it  would  give 
to  the  States  and  communities  a  great  power  over 
the  banks.  The  power  of  taxation,  as  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  says,  is  very  apt  to  involve  the 
power  to  destroy.  It  may  not  always  bo  so  ex- 
ercised, but  it  may  be  so  exercised.  We  have 
these  thirty-five  States.  If  these  banks  arc  sub- 
ject to  the  laws  of  thirty-five  diflerent  Stales  we 
lose  all  the  benefit  of  uniformity  of  taxation. 
Some  of  the  States  or  some  of  the  cities  in  the 
Stales  may  have  such  feelings  of  hostility  against 
this  agency  of  the  national  Govcrnmentas  to  use 
its  power  of  taxation  unjustly  and  oppressively. 
Is  it  not  right  when  we  are  organizing  a  system 
of  national  agents  for  us  lo  make  those  agents 
free  from  the  pos.sibilily  of  destruction  ? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Will  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
allow  me  to  put. one  question  right  there? 
Mr.  SHERMAN.  Certainty. 
Mr.  HOWARD.  I  was  about  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator whether  the  case  he  has  just  now  put  of  an 
abuse  or  rather  an  oppressive  use  of  this  power 
of  taxation  by  nuinicipalilies  does  notshow  quite 
clearly  that  the  bill  itself  upon  which  we  are  now 
acting  comes  clearly  within  the  general  principle 
laid  down  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall  in  the  case 
of  McCulloch,  that  it  is  incompetent  for  a  Stale  to 
tax  or  to  provide  for  the  taxation  of  rny  of  the 
instrumentalities  of  the  national  Government?  I 
can  see  no  distinction  myself. 

Mr.  SFIERMAN.  In  the  view  1  take  of  this 
question  I  have  avoided  the  discussion  of  the 
constitutional  question,  because  1  wish  to  present 
it  as  it  is  presented  by  this  amendment  as  a  ques- 
tion of  good  policy  to  be  submitted  to  legislators 
and  not  as  a  constitutional  question,  although 
thai  objection  may  very  properly  be  taken. 

But  tr.ere  is  another  objection.  Under  the 
amendment  as  it  now  stands  the  whole  of  this 
tax  can  be  evaded.  1  venture  now  the  assertion 
that  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Kansas  will  yield  as  much  revenue  to  the 
States  and  cities  as  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee. Let  us  look  at  that  a  little  closer.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas  requires 
the  bank  to  pay  a  lax  on  all  its  capital  above  the 
amount  invested  in  bonds.  All  the  tax  that  is 
imposed  by  law  must  be  paid  because  it  would 
be  reached  in  the  hands  of  the  bank.  But  look 
at  the  provision  of  the  committee;  and  I  wish  to 
call  their  especial  attention  to  it:       ,, 

That  nothing  in  this  net  sliall  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  market  value  of  the  s^liares  in  any  of  the  said  associa- 
tions, held  hy  any  person  or  body-corporate,  from  being  in- 
cluded in  ttie  valuation  ol'the  personal  property  of  such  per- 
son or  corporalioM  in  the  assessment  of  all  taxes  imposed 
by  or  under  State  authority,  for  State,  county,  or  munici- 
pal purposes;  but  not  at  a  greater  rate  tlian  is  assessed  upon 
other  moneyed  capital  in  the  hands  of  individual  citizens 
of  such  State. 

Who  is  to  pay  this  tax,  and  where  is  it  to  be 
paid?  Is  it  to  be  paid  at  the  place  where  the  bank 
IS  located?  The  individual  stockholder  may  have 
no  personal  property  therCyand  there  may  be  no 
way  of  enforcing  it.  The  intention  of  this  clause 
is  to  require  the  person,  wherever  he  lives,  to  pay 
it.  Suppose  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Vermont 
owns  stock  in  a  bank  in  the  Suite  of  Ohio.  He 
will  pay  the  tax  in  Vermont.  What  justice  is 
there  in  that?  Iftlu-re  is  any  ground  at  all  for  this 
local  taxation  it  is  that  the  local  law  protects  the 
banks.  In  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  where  it  is  located, 
there  is  some  ground;  but  that  is  the  only  reason 
for  local  t.ixalion.  But  why  should  ihe  State  of 
Vciinont  collect  a  tax  on  this  capital  invested  in  . 
Ihe  Slate  of  Ohio? 

Hut  that  ifi  not  all.     1  ask  you,  sir,  if  this  tax 
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will  not  be  evaded  ?  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  non- 
residents will  own  the  bank  capital.  The  banks 
of  Ohio  will  be  under  the  control  of  non-residents 
in  order  to  avoid  the  tax.  The  banks  of  the  West 
will  be  owned  by  citizens  of  Ohio  in  order  toavoid 
the  tax.  We  know  how  difficultitis  to  frame  laws 
to  reach  taxes  on  personal  property.  I  tell  you, 
Senators,  under  this  provision  not  one  half  of  the 
banking  capital  or  the  market  value  of  the  shares 
invested  in  these  national  banks  will  be  taxed  by 
local  authority,  because  non-residents  will  evade 
the  tax.  It  is  known  to  be  a  common  practice 
now  among  the  wealthiest  of  our  citizens  to  go  be- 
yond a  city  in  order  to  avoid  the  municipal  tax. 
Some  of  the  very  wealthiest  men  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  who  do  business  every  day  in  New 
York,  live  in  their  country  places  beyond  the  reach 
of  city  taxes.  They  will  give  in  their  property,  if 
they  give  it  honestly,  at  a  place  where  the  taxes 
will  be  low.  I  say  that  under  this  provision  the 
tax  may  be  evaded  and  avoided,  and  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  you  will  get  one  half  of  the  market 
value  of  these  shares  placed  upon  the  duplicate 
anywhere,  either  in  the  place  where  the  bank  is 
located  or  anywhere  else. 

There  is  another  objection  which  I  submit  to 
Senators.  The  general  purpose  of  this  bill  is  to 
require  the  great  body  of  the  stock  to  be  owned 
in  the  State,  or  rather  to  encourage  the  owner- 
ship of  the  stock  where  the  bank  is  located;  but 
under  this  provision  it  will  be  the  interest  of  every 
man  to  own  stock  in  a  bank  far  removed  from 
him,  because  in  that  way  he  will  be  more  likely 
to  escape  the  tax.  Therefore  the  citizen  of  Ohio 
will  take  stock  in  a  bank  in  Nebraska.  The 
result  will  be  that  we  shall  have  a  system  of  non- 
resident management  of  a  bank.  When  a  bank 
is  owned  in  a  local  community,  the  stockholders, 
directors,  and  agents  are  known  to  that  commu- 
nity as  men  of  standing  and  sense,  the  bank  is 
much  more  likely  to  be  managed  well  than  if  the 
bank  is  owned  by  persons  at  a  remote  distance 
who  have  not  the  necessity  and  have  not  the  op- 
portunity to  watch  over  the  management  of  the 
bank.  If  the  bank  is  left  to  be  managed  by  per- 
sona whose  interest  in  it  is  small,  and  whose  cap- 
ital is  not  involved  in  the  proper  management  of 
that  bank,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  so  well  managed. 
This  provision  will  tend  to  encourage  non-resi- 
dent proprietors  of  banks,  because  they  will  not 
be  taxed  where  the  bank  is  located,  but  will  take 
the  chances  of  having  the  market  value  of  their 
shares  put  upon  the  tax  duplicate  where  they 
reside. 

Why,  sir,  it  is  unequal;  it  is  unjust.  In  the 
city  of  Detroit,  where  I  am  told  the  taxes  are  very 
heavy,  non-residents  will  own  the  banks  and  will 
not  pay  one  dollar  to  aid  the  city  of  Detroit  under 
this  provision  as  it  stands  in  the  bill,  because  it 
is  intended  that  the  property  of  the  shareholder 
shall  be  put  down  where  he  lives.  Therefore,  if 
he  lives  in  the  city  of  New  York  he  will  not  pay 
this  large  municipal  tax  in  the  city  of  Detroit. 

But  that  is  not  all .  Suppose  this  stock  is  owned 
by  an  Englishman  or  a  Frenchman,  a  foreigner, 
where  will  you  tax  him?  It  escapes  taxation 
entirely.  Take  the  Bank  of  Commerce  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  a  large  portion  of  whose  capi- 
tal stock  and  shares  is  owned  in  Europe.  Under 
the  system  proposed  by  the  committee  not  one 
half  of  that  stock  would  be  taxed,  because  it  is 
non-resident  stock.  Under  the  system  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Kansas  a  large  portion  of  it 
would  be  taxed  if  it  was  not  invested  in  bonds  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  It  has  double  the  amount 
of  its  capital  in  United  States  bonds. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  know  that  bank  has  a 

freater  amount  of  bonds  than  it  has  capital;  but 
use  it  as  an  illustration,  because  a  bank  may  be 
organized  under  this  bill  which  has  invested  but 
one  third  of  its  capilal  stock  in  bonds  of  the  United 
States,  and  this  amendment  would  provide  that 
the  amount  invested  in  bonds  only  should  have 
the  same  exemption  as  bonds  would  have  if  they 
were  held  by  private  individuals,  while  all  the 
capital  and  all  the  property  they  possess  beyond 
the  amount  of  the  bonds  would  be  subject  to  Slate, 
local,  and  municipal  taxation. 

I  do  not  want  the  owners  of  these  national 
banks  to  escape  taxation.  I  wish  that  di.siinctly 
understood.  If  this  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Kansas  shall  prevail,  1  shall  ofteran  amend- 
ment for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  to  dou- 


ble the  rate  of  taxation  proposed  by  this  bill,  to 
put  two  per  cent,  on  their  circulation,  one  per 
cent,  on  their  deposits, and  two  per  cent,  on  their 
surplus  capital,  which  is  accumulated  profit,  so 
as  to  make  altogether  a  large  measure  of  taxa- 
tion. But,  sir,  I  want  the  tax  derived  from  this 
source  to  go  into  the  national  Treasury,  where 
we  need  it.  No  tax  can  be  or  has  been  proposed 
here  thaft  will  not  readily  vote  for.  If  it  is  ne- 
cessary still  further  to  tax  these  banks,  or  if  it  is 
necessary  still  further  to  tax  the  national  securi- 
ties, or  to  increase  our  duties  on  importations,  or 
to  increase  our  internal  revenue,  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  share  in  the  responsibility  of  putting 
upon  our  people  any  burden  of  taxation.  I  be- 
lieve we  can  collect  one  half  or  even  more  than 
onehalf  of  our  large  expenditures  by  indirect  tax- 
ation under  our  revenue  laws.  All  that  I  claim 
is,  that  if  this  system  is  organized  by  the  national 
Government,  the  tax  imposed  upon  the  property 
invested  in  these  banks  shall  be  set  aside  as  a 
national  fund  to  be  used  for  national  purposes. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  had  a  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  in  answer  to  that  part  of  the  argument 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  in  relation  to 
what  I  said.  I  should  have  liked  to  have  had  the 
privilege  to  do  it  immediately  upon  his  closing.  I 
tried  to  obtain  the  opportunity,  but  other  gentle- 
men succeeded  in  getting  the  floor.  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  follow  the  Senator  from  Ohio  through  all 
his  argument,  but  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
regard  to  it. 

I  endeavored  to  make  the  point  before  the  Sen- 
ate which  I  supposed  to  be  the  one  really  involved 
in  this  proposition;  and  that  was  that  it  proposed 
to  sequester  this  large  amount  of  capital.  The 
Senator  from  Ohio  does  not  like  the  word  "  se- 
questration." I  do  not  know  of  any  that  will  fit 
any  better.  It  was  to  take  and  set  apart  a  par- 
ticularly large  value,  an  amount  of  property  in 
the  State,  and  take  it  away  from  the  taxation  of 
the  State.  That  is  sequestration;  but  the  word 
seems  to  be  offensive.  I  did  not  mean  to  use  it 
in  any  offensive  sense,  and  I  did  not  know  that  it 
had  any  offensive  meaning,  certainly  not  in  this 
country.  That  was  the  point  that  I  endeavored 
to  present  in  the  remarks  1  made. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  asked  why  I 
did  not  complain  of  the  large  amount  of  property 
set  apart  for  the  Navy,  the  great  amount  of  prop- 
erty which  is  set  apart  in  the  munitions  of  war 
and  arms  for  the  Army,  especially  in  this  time  of 
war.  Is  that  a  fair,  candid  mode  of  answering 
me.'  Do  we  not  all  know  that  that  property 
which  is  thus  purchased  by  the  Government  for 
its  present  occasions  is  taken  away  from  both 
taxations,  from  all  taxation,  and  is  not  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  taxation  ?  What  I  was  endeavor- 
ing to  make  a  point  of  was,  the  undertaking  to 
relieve  property  which  was  subject  to  taxation 
both  by  the  General  Government  and  the  State 
government  from  taxation  by  the  State  govern- 
ment, and  keep  it  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the 
General  Government.  I  endeavored  to  show  how 
that  was  attempted  on  this  occasion;  and  then  I 
am  answered  that  really  I  ought  to  have  com- 
plained about  property  that  is  taken  from  the  tax- 
ation of  both  governments!  Is  there  any  paral- 
lel between  the  cases?  None  whatever.  I  say 
again,  if  I  can  make  it  any  plainer,  that  the  point 
was  of  taking  property  which  was  subject  to  tax- 
ation L^  both  and  putting  it  only  to  the  taxation 
of  one  and  taking  it  away  from  the  other;  and 
then  I  arn  told  that  is  the  same  case  as  the  taking 
of  propeily  away  from  taxa,tion  by  both.  Cer- 
tainly it  is  not.  Hence  I  do  not  think  it  any  fair, 
candid  answer.  I  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
who  used  it  thought  it  was,  but  it  does  not  seem 
so  to  me. 

The  subject  still  returns.  It  has  not  altered 
any.  A  large  part  of  the  argument  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  con- 
sisted in  questions,  the  Socratic  mode  of  reason- 
ing. I  shall  not  attempt  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Senate  in  answering  them;  but  there  were  one 
or  two  things  in  his  speech  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  attention. 

He  says  they  have  left  for  State  taxation  the 
real  estate.  Is  that  true?  Have  they  made  any 
provision  that  that  shall  be  leficxclusively  to  the 
States  ?  It  is  proposed  to  make  provision  to  take 
this  banking  capital  and  set  it  away  entirely  for 
the  General  Government,  and  then  they  say  to 
the  Slates,  "We  have  left  you  the  land  there." 


Have  you  set  apart  that  land  to  us  exclusively? 
Do  you  not  reserve  the  power  of  taxing  it  any 
day  you  have  a  mind  to  do  so?  Certainly.  It 
is  totally  immaterial  whether,  in  point  of  fact,  it 
is  taxed  in  this  bill  or  any  other  bill,  or  not  at 
all.  That  is  not  the  point  I  am  talking  about. 
I  am  talking  about  our  placing  property  where  it 
cannot  be  taxed  by  one  side.  That  is  what  is  at- 
tempted here.  I  said  before  that  all  taxes  neces- 
sary to  the  Government  must  be  raised  and  must 
be  paid,  if  there  are  any  means  in  the  hands  of 
individuals  to  pay  them  to  the  Government.  Un- 
doubtedly the  right  of  eminent  domain  in  the 
Government  necessarily  includes  the  power  to 
take  all  the  property  of  every  man  in  theform  of 
taxation.  It  belongs  to  the  Government  if  it  needs 
it  and  wants  it.  Undoubtedly,  the  General  Gov- 
ernment has  used  this  j)ower,  and  can  use  it,  and 
ought  to  use  it,  to  the  full  measure  of  their  neces- 
sities; but  that  is  not  the  point.  The  point  is,  is 
it  right,  is  it  just,  is  it  proper,  is  it  good  policy, 
for  us  to  say  that  we  will  lay  hands  upon  that 
which  we  think  most  available  for  the  General 
Government  to  lay  taxes  upon,  and  take  that 
away  from  the  States  altogether?  That  is  the  point. 

That  is  a  mere  question  of  policy,  of  expedi- 
ency. It  is  not  a  question  of  constitutional  law 
particularly.  I  never  stated  that  it  was.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  read  a 
great  deal  from  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall in  McCulloch's  case.  What  on  earth  has 
that  to  do  with  this  question?  That  was  a  case 
where  the  General  Government  made  a  bank  stud 
the  State  of  Maryland  undertook  to  tax  the  op- 
erations of  that  bank  in  that  State.  The  court 
decided  that  the  State  could  not  do  it.  The  ques- 
tion before  us  now  is,  will  we  agree  in  Congress 
to  say  that  the  State  may  have  the  power  of  tax- 
ation to  a  certain  extent?  Is  there  anything  un- 
constitutional in  that?  Has  that  anything  to  do 
with  the  McCuUoch  case?  Nothing  in  the  world, 
as  a  question  of  expediency,  not  that  a  decision 
of  a  constitutional  right  and  wrong  has  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  Besides  that,  the  Chief  Justice 
stated  in  that  very  case  that  the  State  had  aright 
to  tax  the  shai'es  of  inhabitants  of  Maryland  in 
that  institution.  I  think  that  was  going  a  good 
way,  unless  there  was  some  reservation  in  the 
statute  for  the  purpose. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  talks  a  good  deal  about 
this  mode  of  taxation,  and  all  the  while  he  seems 
to  confound  the  taxation  of  the  shares,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  owners  of  the  stock,  and  the  taxation 
of  the  banks  themselves  as  if  they  were  identical. 
The  Supreme  Court  thought  they  were  not  iden- 
tical in  the  McCulloch  case.  He  says,  and  re- 
peats it  again  and  again,  that  these  banks  ought 
not  to  be  taxed  except  for  their  capital  beyond 
what  they  own  in  United  States  slock.  Let  us 
take  the  plain  case  to  which  he  alludes.  Here 
is  the  Bank  of  Commerce  of  New  York.  I  be- 
lieve it  has  $9,000,000  of  cajiital,  and  it  has  about 
sixteen  million  of  United  States  stock.  That  pays 
no  tax.  Hasitgotanylhing  overand  above  which 
the  proposed  amendment  could  reach?  Nothing 
at  all.  It  has  got  no  United  States  circulation, 
and  does  not  ever  want  to  have,  and  very  little 
of  its  own.  It  does  not  want  any.^  It  does  not 
desire  to  take  out  any  paper  for  circulation,  and 
it  is  not  obliged  to  do  so.  So  every  bank  that  is  or- 
ganized under  this  system  has  but  to  putits  capital 
into  United  States  bonds  and  there  is  no  taxation 
upon  it.  They  may  make  earnings  on  those  bonds, 
but  there  is  to  be  a  tax  on  the  dividends. 

The  truth  is,  the  distinction  between  the  insti- 
tution itself  and  the  owners  of  the  stock  in  it  as 
private  property  is  capable  of  being  well  under- 
stood and  always  carried  in  mind,  and  should 
not  be  and  need  not  be  confounded.  I  say  it  is 
right  if  a  man  lives  in  one  State,  one  municipality, 
county,  or  town,  and  has  his  money  and  property 
there,  and  made  it  there,  that  it  should  be  subject 
to  contribution  for  the  Government  there.  If  that 
man  puts  that  money  into  a  bank  in  any  part  of  the 
country,  the  place  of  his  residence,  where  the  per- 
sonal property  thathe  owns  belongs,  is  the  locality, 
the  only  proper  and  just  place,  in  which  it  should 
be  taxed.  It  is  not  true  that  if  a  bank  is  estab-j 
lished  in  a  city,  owned  by  people,  if  you  please,' 
in  another  city,  that  that  particular  city  ought  to 
have  the  right  of  all  the  taxation  on  that  institu- 
tion. There  is  no  justice  in  it,  there  is  uo  law  in 
it,  and  ought  never  to  be.  .t 

In  New  England,  the  State  has  a  small  per  cent. ! 
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on  the  dividends  of  the  banks,  but  the  taxes  are 
laid  upon  the  people  who  own  the  property  in  the 
bank  as  their  personal  property,  which  they  pay 
where  they  live;  because  by  law,  personal  prop- 
erty belongs  to  and  has  locality  with  its  cwner; 
it  follows  the  person.  Therefore,  its  profits 
should  be  there.  These  shares  of  banks  are  per- 
sonal property  every  where  in  every  country,  and 
have  locality  with  the  person  to  whom  they  be- 
long. There  is  the  proper  place  of  taxation,  and 
there  is  the  only  proper  place.  If  a  corporation 
owned  a  banking-house  in  any  locality  us  part 
of  the  realty,  it  should  be  subject  to  taxation 
where  it  is,  that  is  the  property  of  the  corporation; 
but  the  truth  is  the  shares  in  that  stock  are  per- 
sonal property  and  are  always  treated  so,  and  all 
attempts  to  put  them  in  any  other  shape  are  eva- 
sions of  cleiir  justice,  equity,  and  riijht. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  from  Vermont 
objects  to  the  parallel  which  has  been  run  between 
the  proposed  sequestration  of  this  bank  property 
from  State  taxation  and  that  other  greater  seques- 
tration which  is  made  for  military  and  naval  pur- 
poses. We  know  that  it  is  a  familiar  saying 
that  no  two  things  run  precisely  "on  all  fours" 
together;  they  are  not  precisely  alike;  and  these 
two  things  may  not  be  precisely  alike;  but  they 
are  precisely  alike  in  the  single  essential  point, 
that  in  each  case  the  property  is  sequestered  from 
State  taxation.  That  is  the  single,  decisive,  un- 
questionable point  of  resemblance  between  the 
two  cases.  In  that  respect  they  are  completely 
and  ab.solutely  parallel.  Your  navy-yards,  your 
ships-of-war,  all  your  vast  military  material  are 
sequestered  from  State  taxation. 

IVlr.  COLLAMER.  And  United  States  taxa- 
tion too. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  adds,"  and  from 
United  States  taxation;"  but  I  say  now  they  are 
sequestered  from  State  taxation.  That  is  the  point 
to  which  I  am  calling  attention.  It  is  proposed 
to  sequester  also  this  national  bank,  which  is 
founded  for  a  national  purpose,  for  the  defense 
of  the  Republic,  precisely  as  much  as  your  navy- 
yards  or  your  ships  afloat  or  your  Army  in  the 
field — it  is  proposed  to  sequester  that  also  from 
State  taxation.  But  that  is  not  all,  sir.  In  a  fur- 
ther purpose  of  patriotism  it  is  proposed  to  dedi- 
cate this  national  bank  completely  and  in  every 
respect  to  the  national  service  by  empowering 
the  national  Government  to  tax  it,  so  that  all  who 
embark  in  it,  not  only  by  their  contribution,  but 
also  by  the  taxation  upon  that  contribution,  may 
help  the  national  cause.  That,  sir,  is  what  is 
proposed  by  the  measure  under  consideration. 

Mr.  COLLAMEP^.  I  can  merely  say  what 
I  have  already  said,  that  I  presume  the  gentle- 
man supposed  the  parallel  was  complete.  He 
has  only  convinced  me  that  lie  thinks  sc  now. 
That  is  all. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  be  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 1  desire  to  make  a  report  from  a  committee 
of  conference. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  should  like  to  have  a  vote 
on  tlie  pending  amendment  this  evening. 

Mr.  WILSON.  There  is  not  a  quorum  pres- 
ent. I  should  like  to  make  a  report  from  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  and  then  have  a  brief  exec- 
utive session  to-iii};ht  if  I  can. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.  I  want  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry  first. 

The  rUES I UENT  pro  tempore.  No  other 
business  is  in  order  while  the  bill  before  the  Sen- 
ate renuiins  undisposed  of. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther considi.ration  of  lliu  bill  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  suppose  it  can  go  over  as 
the  unfinishi'd  business.' 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lempnrc.  Not  if  it  is 
post|)one(l. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Does  the  bill  come  up  to- 
morrow as  the  unfinished  business.'  1  under- 
stand from  some  Senators  that  it  does  not.  There 
is  evidently  a  misunderstanding  on  the  subject, 
and  I  will  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  i)ill  was  postponed,  with  a  view  to  make  it 
the  «|>cci(il  order  for  lo-niorrow  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  WILSON.  TliiM-e  will  be  no  objection 
lo  takini;  it  up  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CONNESS,  There  is  a  special  order  for 
to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  the  Pacific  railroad 
bill. 


Mr.  SPIERMAN.  I  understand  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  [Mr.  Howard]  desires  to  post- 
pone that  subject. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  Senator  himself  on  that  point. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  understand  that  the  Sen- 
ator desires  a  little  further  time  on  thatsubjcct. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  do  not  care  abqut  taking 
it  up  to-morrow;  but  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
move  to  call  up  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  at  a  very 
early  day.  It  was  fixed  for  to-mq_rrow  at  one 
o'clock;  but  there  are  reasons  why  I  shall  not 
call  it  up  then. 

Mr.  SPIERMAN.  I  now  submit  my  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bank  bill  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  now  move  that  its  further 
consideration  be  postponed  to  and  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE   COMMUNICATION. 

The  PRESIDENT  7)1-0  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
transmitting  a  communication  from  the  acting 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  relation  to  a 
treaty  made  with  the  Chippewas  of  the  Missis- 
sippi on  the  Hlh  of  March,  1863,  and  the  amend- 
ments thereto  as  made  by  the  Senate,  with  ad- 
ditional estimates  of  the  sums  required  to  be 
appropriated  to  enable  the  Department  to  comply 
with  the  stipulations  of  said  treaty;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  NEVADA. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  coniniuiiicate  to  the  Senate  any  recent  inform- 
ation which  may  luive  been  reoeivrd  in  regard  to  tiie  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  the  Territory  of  Nevada. 

FRENCH  OCCUPATION  OF  MEXICO. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  submit  the  following 
resolution,  whicli  I  have  tried  for  several  days  to 
introduce,  and  I  ask  for  its  present  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  be 
instructed  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  joint  resolntion  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  relating  to  the  occupation  of 
Mexico  by  France,  heretefore  referred  to  said  committee. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Let  that  lie  over. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  kjnpore.  Objection  being 
made  to  its  present  consideration,  the  resolution 
lies  over  under  the  rules. 

BUREAU  OF  MILITARY  JUSTICE. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  to  make  a  report  from 
a  committee  of  conference.  I  will  not  ask  for 
action  on  it  to-night: 

The  committee  of  conference  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  308]  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Military  Jus- 
tice, having  met,  alter  full  and  free  conference  have  agreed, 
and  do  recommend  to  their  respective  Houses  to  agree,  as 
follows : 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  several  amendments 
to  the  hill  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  and  agree  to  the 
same  without  amendment. 

IITH^RY  WtLSON, 
THOS.  A.  HENDRICKS, 
J.  M.  HOWARD, 
Manasem  on  the  furl  of  the  Senate. 
J.  F.  FARNriWORTH, 
J.  A.  GARFIELD, 
r.EO.  H.  YEAMAN, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  Hoiise. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  understand  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  say  that  he 
does  not  desire  this  report  acted  upon  now. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  said  I  would  not  press  it 
now  if  any  one  desired  it  to  go  over.  I  under- 
stood theSenator  wished  to  say  somethingupon  it. 

The  PRESIDENTpro  tempore.  The  question 
before  the  Senate  is  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPiieuson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed  the  fol- 
lowing bills  and  joint  resolution;  in  which  it  re- 
quested the  concurrence  of  tlii>  Senate: 

A  bill  (No.  432)  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of 
Denver,  in  the  Territory  of  Colorado; 


A  bill  (No.  381)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa, 
in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
certain  railroads  in  said  State,"  approved  May 
15,  1856;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  68)  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  release  certain  goods 
from  the  payment  of  duties. 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  move  now  to  take  up  the 
Pacific  railroad  bill  with  a  view  to  postpone  its 
consideration  until  Monday  next  at  one  o'clock. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  is 
informed  that  that  bill  is  not  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOWARD.     I  move  to  take  it  up. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  It  has  been 
assigned  for  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  and  does 
not  come  up  until  that  lime. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  hope  we  shall  take  it  up  at 
tliis  moment  for  tlie  purpose  of  posiporiement. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  It  may  be  done 
by  unanimous  consent.  The  Chair  hears  no  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Then  I  move  its  postpone- 
ment until  Monday  next,  and  to  make  it  the  spe- 
cial order  for  that  day  at  one  o'clock.  It  is  Sen- 
ate bill  No.  132. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  Perhaps  the 
more  parliamentary  way  would  be  to  move  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  making  ita  special  order, 
and  let  it  come  up  in  that  way. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  suggest  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
to-morrow  at  one  o'clock  in  moving  to  postpone  it. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Very  well;  let  it  stand  as 
it  is. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  motion 
is  withdrawn. 

HOUSE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  following  bills  and  joint  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  were  severally  read 
twice  by  their  titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  be- 
low: 

A  bill  (No.  227)  granting  lands  to  the  State  of 
Michigan  for  the  construction  of  certain  wagon 
roads  for  military  and  postal  purposes — to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  (No.  431)  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Wads- 
worth — to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

A  bill  (No.  247)  granting  lands  to  the  Slate  of 
Wiscensin  to  build  a  military  road  to  Lake  Su- 
perior— to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  (No.  159)  foragrantof  lands  to  the  State 
of  Iowa,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  in  said  State — to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  (No.  432)  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of 
Denver,  in  the  Territory  of  Colorado — to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  (No.  381)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa, 
in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
certain  railroads  in  said  State,"  approved  May 
15,  1856 — to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  68)  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  release  certain  goods 
from  the  payment  of  duties — to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

LAND  GRANT  TO  A  MINNESOTA  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  There  are  two  Senate  bills 
on  the  table  that  have  been  returned  to  us  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  with  amendments, 
which  1  hope  will  be  acted  upon  now.  1  hope 
the  Senate  will  concur  in  those  amendments. 
They  do  not  considerably  alter  the  bills  at  all. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  bill  (S.  No.  31)  making  a  grant 
of  lands  to  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi 
Railroad  Company  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
the  railroad  of  said  company  from  St.  Paul  to 
Lake  Superior. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  the  bill  with  theamend- 
ments  had  better  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Laiulx  to  be  examined  very  carefully,  and  if  found 
satisifactnry,  it  can  be  reported  back  in  a  day  or 
two.  Pas.sing  them  in  this  way  I  think  will  be 
unsatisfactory.  There  are  several  amendments 
to  the  bill.  1  have  not  had  an  opportutiity  to  ex- 
amine them,  and  1  think  no  member  of  the  Com- 
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mittee  on  Public  Lnmis  has  had  that  opportunity. 
I  thfirefore  move  that  the  bill  and  amendments  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LAND  GRANT  TO  WISCONSIN  RAILROADS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
(S.  No.  160)  granting  lands  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  railroads  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  make  the  same  motion  in 
regard  to  that  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  IMr.  WILSON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  after  sometime  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  April  27,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 

by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing, 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

CHIPPEWA  TREATY. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  submitting 
estimates  of  the  amount  required  to  carry  out  the 
stipulations  of  the  Chippewa  treaty  of  March, 
1863;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CHARLES  F.  ANDERSON. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  West  Virginia,  by  unanimous 
consent,  moved  that  the  House  take  from  the 
Speaker's  table  Senate  bill  No.  207,  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  F.  Anderson,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INDIANA  LAND  GRANT. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  to  liave  entered  a  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  House 
laid  on  the  table  House  bill  No.  285,  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Indiana  to  apply  certain  lands  granted 
by  Congress  to  the  education  of  orphan  children 
of  soldiers  who  die  during  the  present  war. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  will  be  entered 
upon  the  Journal. 

INTERNAL  REVENUE  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  go  into  Commit^ 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Washburne,  of 
Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  405)  to  pro- 
vide internal  revenue  to  support  the  Government, 
to  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  go  back  to  the 
provision  in  reference  to  commercial  brokers. 
The  committee  are  satisfied  a  mistake  was  made 
in  inserting  the  words"  shall  notexceed $25,000," 
and  "  if  exceeding  the  sum  of  |i25,000,  one  dollar 
for  each  additional  $1,000."  1  move  to  strike 
these  words  out,  so  that  the  provision  will  read, 
"commercial  brokers  shall  pay  twenty-five  dol- 
lars for  each  license."  That  will  make  the  charge 
twenty-five  dollars  in  all  cases. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  propose  that  the  commit- 
tee shall  go  back  to  the  paragraphs  in  reference 
to  sugar  and  molasses,  which  were  passed  over. 
On  page  118,  line  ninety-four,  I  move  to  strike 
out  "fifteen  "and  in  lieu  thereof  insert"  twelve;" 
so  that  it  will  read: 

On  binwn  or  Muscovado  sugar,  nol  above  No.  12,  Dutch 
stamliirii  in  color,  produced  directly  from  the  sugar  cane, 
and  not  from  sorglmin  or  imphee,  oilier  llian  those  pro- 
duced l)y  the  refiner,  a  duly  of  one  cent  per  pound. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  strike  out  "  one 
cent"  in  the  same  paragraph  and  insert  "  two 
cents." 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  want  the 
committee  to  understand  the  amendment.  The 
tux  of  one  cent  a  pound  is  high  enough,  and  the 


gentleman  now  proposes  to  increase  it  to  two  cents 
per  pound. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  amendment  will  make 
the  tax  the  same  as  under  the  existing  law. 

The  committee  divided;  and  there  were — ayes 
fifty,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  demand  tellers;  and  1  de- 
sire to  say  a  word.  This  relates  to  sugar  man- 
ufactured from  the  cane  in  Louisiana  and  other 
southern  States.  The  law  now  upon  the  statute- 
book  imposes  a  tax  of  two  cents  a  pound.  The 
bill  as  reported  reduced  that  to  one  cent  per 
pound;  but  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  reconsideration  have  concluded  to  reinstate 
the  duty  to  precisely  what  it  now  is  by  law. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  ofPennsylvania.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  do  not  know  what  inducement  was  held 
out  to  the  committee  to  change  their  original  in- 
tention and  increase  this  tax;  but  I  oppose  this 
from  the  general  indisposition  on  the  part  of  my- 
self and  those  who  act  with  me  to  increase  the 
tax  on  sugar.  If  there  be  any  change  we  think 
that  the  tax  should  be  decreased  rather  than  in- 
creased. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  This  does  not  increase  it 
from  the  present  rate. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  ofPennsylvania.  I  under- 
stand that.  Sugar  is  a  necessary  of  life,  and  o.pe 
cent  per  pound  is  a  tax  high  enough.  I  therefore 
think,  especially  when  I  reflect  that  the  House 
has  greatly  increased  the  taxes  upon  almost  every 
other  article,  that  the  tax  on  this  article  of  sugar 
should  not  be  increased,  as  it  is  an  article  of  gen- 
eral and  universal  consumption. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Randall,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Morrill,  were  appointed . 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  69,  noes  47. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  order  to  perfect  this  sec- 
tion I  move  to  amend,  in  line  ninety-eight,  page 
118 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
It  is  that  the  sections  which  were  reserved  should 
be  reported  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  re- 
served. If  that  course  is  not  followed  great  con- 
fusion will  occur.  The  committee  is  thin  now, 
and  they  were  not  aware  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  proposed  to  consider  those  sec- 
tions at  this  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  was  disposed 
to  allow  the  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  this 
bill  to  pursue  whatever  course  he  preferred  in  ref- 
erence to  these  reserved  sections;  but  if  the  point 
is  raised,  the  Chair  thinks  they  should  be  taken 
up  in  order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
consideration  of  them,  but  I  want  them  consid- 
ered in  the  order  in  which  they  were  reserved.  I 
suggest,  however,  to  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont that  he  first  go  through  the  bill  before  he 
returns  to  these  reserved  sections. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  go  through  with  this  subject  I  will  reserve 
the  other  sections  until  the  committee  is  more  full. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  have  no  objection  to  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  now  offering  his  amend- 
ments to  the  reserved  sections,  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  shall  be  before  the  commit- 
tee for  consideration  in  their  regular  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  not  bring  up  any  sec- 
tion to  which  the  gentleman  objects.  I  think  it 
will  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  committee  to  wait 
'until  a  little  later  in  the  day  before  we  proceed  to 
consider  disputed  points  upon  which  they  feel 
more  interest  than  they  do  upon  these  minor 
points. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  After  considering  this  sec- 
tion I  think  it  will  be  better  to  go  through  the 
bill,  and  then  return  to  the  reserved  sections. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  will  dispose  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  then  proceed  in  regular  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  holds  that  if 
the  committee  go  back  now  they  should  proceed 
with  the  reserved  sections  in  their  regular  order; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  will  proceed 
with  this  section  witli  the  understanding  that 
when  he  goes  back  again  it  shall  be  in  the  reg- 
ular order  in  which  the  sections  were  reserved. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  amend  in  line 
ninety-eight  by  striking  out  "fifteen"  and  in- 
serting ill  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  twelve  and  not 
above  No.  18;"  also  in  line  one  hundred  by  strik- 
ing out"  two" and  inserting"  three," so  that  the 


clause  shall  read,  "  on  all  clarified  or  refined  sugars 
above  No.  12  and  not  above  No.  18,  Dutch  stand- 
ard in  color,  produced  directly  from  the  sugar- 
cane and  not  from  sorghum  or  imphee,  a  duty  of 
three  cents  per  pound."  I  will  state  to  the  House 
that  this  graduates  the  duty  according  to  quality. 
Where  sugar  is  partially  refined,  above  twelve 
and  not  above  eighteen  Dutch  standard,  its  value 
is  increased  in  proportion  to  the  tax  herein  pro- 
posed, three  cents.  All  above  that  we  count,  so 
far  as  this  bill  is  concerned,  as  loaf  sugar,  or  fully 
clariited  and  refined  sugar,  and  upon  it  we  pro- 
pose to  levy  a  tax  of  four  cents  a  pound. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  Before  a  vote  is  taken 
I  wish  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
paragraph  commencing  on  line  one  hundred  and 
two,  that  sugar  refiners  are  to  pay  a  duty  of  one 
and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  products  of  their  re- 
fineries. It  is  understood,  I  suppose,  that  they 
will  generally  use  sugars  which  are  taxed  two 
cents  a  pound  under  the  first  paragraph  relating 
to  sugars.  Now  the  question  I  wish  to  present  to 
the  committee  is  whether  they  have  fully  informed 
themselves  as  to  the  relative  duties  which  will  be 
sustained  by  those  sugar  refiners  who  manufac- 
ture sugar  upon  which  a  duty  of  two  cents  lias 
been  paid,  and  those  sugar  refiners  who  manufac- 
ture refined  sugars  directly  from  the  sugar-cane.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  that  the  first  provision  here 
is  intended  to  reach  producers  and  refiners  of  su- 
gar who  manufacture  or  refine  directly  from  the 
sugar-cane.  The  provisions  Which  follow  are 
intended  to  reach  the  class  who  buy  this  sugar 
and  refine  it  a  second  time.  I  do  not  know  as  to 
the  amount  of  their  profits,  and  I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  the  tax  is  enough.  My  colleague  upon 
the  committee,  who  knows  more  about  this  mat- 
ter than  I  do,  says  it  is  sufficient. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  i 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  after  line 
one  hundred  and  one  the  following: 

On  all  clarified  or  refined  sugars  above  No.  18,  Dutch 
standard  in  color,  produced  directly  from  sugar-cane,  and  not 
from  sorghum  or  imphee,  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  desire  the  attention  of 
my  colleague  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hooper] 
to  this  point.  By  the  first  paragraph  relating  to 
sugar,  on  page  118,  the  duty  is  fixed  at  two  cents 
per  pound  on  those  sugars  which  I  understand  are 
the  basis  of  the  refined  sugars  produced  by  that 
class  of  manufacturers  termed  "sugar  refiners." 
In  the  third  paragraph,  commencing  on  line  one 
hundred  and  two,  it  is  provided  that  sugar  refin- 
ers shall  pay  one  and  a  half  of  one  per  cent,  on 
the  products  of  their  refineries.  Thus  it  will  hap- 
pen thatthe  sugar  refiner  using  Muscovado  sugar, 
on  which  two  cents  has  been  paid,  will,  when  he 
produces  from  it  refined  sugar,  pay  one  and  a  half 
per  cent,  additional,  which  will  make  his  total 
duty  about  two  and  a  third  or  two  and  a  half  cents 
per  pound.  Now,  I  ask  how  those  sugar  refiners 
in  Louisiana,  who  manufacture  refined  sugar  di- 
rectly from  the  sugar-cane,  are  to  pay  three  and 
four  cents  per  pound  and  sustain  themselves  when 
those  who  use  the  low-priced  sugar  pay  only  one 
and  a  half  per  cent. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  think  my  colleague  misun- 
derstands the  matter.  There  is  no  connection 
between  the  two.  The  first  provision  on  page  118 
refers  to  sugars  of  domestic  production  entirely. 
Imported  sugars  pay  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half 
cents  per  pound.  The  object  of  this  provision 
was  to  put  a  tax  of  two  cents  upon  sugar  manufac- 
tured in  New  Orleans.  It  is  confined  to  sugar  man- 
ufactured and  produced  directly  from  the  sugar- 
cane,and  it  is  to  compensate  for  the  duty  imposed 
on  imported  sugar.  Either  imported  sugar  or  this 
sugar  may  be  bought  by  the  refiner  and  refined, 
upon  which  lie  pays  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  I 
think  that  upon  examination  my  colleague  will 
find  that  that  is  right. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  If  I  understand  the  ex- 
planation of  liny  colleague,  it  presents  the  same 
difficulty.  Foreign  sugar  is  taxed  two  and  a  half 
cents  per  pound, and  one  and  a  half  percent,  addetl 
to  that  would  make  the  duty  about  two  and  a 
half  cents  per  pound  on  refined  sugar  made  from 
foreign  sugar,  whereas  it  is  proposed  to  put  a  duty 
of  four  cents  per  pound  on  refined  sugar  made  di- 
rectly from  the  cane;  that,  at  any  rate,  will  be  the 
practical  eflect. 

Mr.  Morrill's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  BEAMAN.  I  move  to  fimend  section  one 
liuiidrcil  iind  sixly-tlirer,  wliich  is  y«t  "iidisposed 
of,  !>)'  iiisiMiiiig  after  tlie  word  "  issued,"  on  line 
twenty-one  of  pnge  198,  llie  words  "  prior  or  sub- 
sequent to  the  passao-e  of  tliis  act,"  so  that  tlin 
proviso  will  read: 

Proviilcd.  That  no  instruinent,  document,  or  paper  made, 
signed,  or  issued  prior  or  sul>siM]uanl  to  the  passage  oftliis 
act  witliout  iifins;  duly  stamped,  or  liaviMu  ihcreon  an  nd- 
liesive  stamp  to  denote  tlie  duty  imposed  tliercon,  sliall,  for 
that  cause,  if  the  stamp  or  stamps  required  shall  be  subse- 
quently alii.xtd,  be  deemed  invalid  and  of  no  etlect. 

This  amendment  is  composed  in  partof  vfords 
stricken  out  on  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Pendleton.]  1  apprehend,  however, 
that  ills  amendment  did  not  accomplisli  the  object 
he  had  in  view.  As  the  proviso  now  stands  the 
effect  of  it  will  not  be  to  operate  upon  acts  that 
shall  transpire  after  the  passage  of  this  bill.  The 
object  of  the  gentleman  was  to  have  it  apply  to 
acts  transpiring  before  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  It  is  important  that  such  should  be  the 
law,  because,  in  consequence  of  unfamiliarity  with 
the  operation  of  the  tax  law  and  through  the  igno- 
rance of  parties,  there  have  been  many  instances 
in  which  deeds  have  been  executed  without  stamps, 
and  in  sorne  cases,  where  stamps  liave  been  placed 
upon  instruments,  there  have  not  been  stamps 
placed  thereon  to  a  sufficient  amount.  I  know 
myself  of  instances  where  parties  have  executed 
deeds  and  have  stamped  them,  and  nevertheless 
have  not  put  on  a  sufficient  amount  of  stamps  to 
comply  with  the  law,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
manifest  injustice  to  make  provision  for  transac- 
tions hereafter  without  providing  a  remedy  for 
cases  which  have  already  occurred.  The  inser- 
tion of  the  words  "  prior  or  subsequent  to"  will 
accomplisli  all  that  was  asked  for  by  the  gentle- 
man froiTi  Ohio,  and  will  also  make  provision  for 
previous  transactions. 

1  do  not  see  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  in  his 
Beat,  but  I  may  say  that  he  approves  of  tliis 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  move  to  amend  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty-third  section  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "be,"  in  line  four  of  page  167,  the 
words  "  recorded  or;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Sec.  163.  .Ind  he  it  further  enacted,  'J'liat  no  deed,  in- 
strument, document,  wriiins,  or  paper,  recpiired  by  law  to 
be  stamped,  signed,  or  issued  without  being  duly  stamped, 
or  with  a  deticiont  stamp,  nor  any  copy  thereof,  shall  be 
recorded  or  admitted  or  used  as  evidence  in  any  court  nniil 
a  legal  stamp  or  stamps,  denoting  the  amountof  duty  or  de- 
ficiency charged  thereon,  shall  have  been  affixed  thereto  or 
used  lliereon,  &.c. 

The  object  of  the  amendment  is  to  prevent  in- 
struments from  being  recorded  until  they  have 
been  stamped.  This  amendment  is  necessary  in 
order  to  make  the  rest  of  the  section  at  nil  efficient. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  move  to  amend  tlie  same  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  word  "  such,"  in  line  ten',*^ 
and  inserting  "  the;"  and  by  adding  after  the  word 
"person"  the  words  "using  or  affixing  the 
same;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  the  initials  of  the  person  using  orafli.xing  the  same, 
tfigether  with  the  dale  when  the  same  is  so  nsedorallixed, 
phall  liave  been  placed  thereon  by  the  person  using  or  af- 
fixing the  same,  and  the  person  desiring  to  use  any  such 
deed,  instrument,  document,  writing,  or  paper  as  evidence, 
his  agent  or  attorney  is  authorized  in  the  presence  of  the 
court  to  affix  the  stamp  or  stamps  thereon  required,  and  in 
addition  thereto,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ODELL.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  committee  to  go  l)ack  to  section  ninety- 
seven  to  off'er  an  umendiTient. 

Mr.  ROSS.     I  object. 

The  one  liundred  and  sixty-fifth  section  war, 
read,  as  follows: 

Skc.  16.>.  Jindbc  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person,  firm. 
coin[>any,  or  corporation  shall  make,  prepare,  and  sell,  of 
remove  for  consumption  or  sale,  drugs,  medicines,  prepa- 
Ritions,  compusilions,  articles,  or  things,  iiiolnding  per- 
fumery, cosmetics,  friction  matches,  photographs,  ambro- 
typi^s,  (inguerrcotypcs,  or  other  sun  pictures  of  any  descrip- 
tion, and  playing  cards,  upon  which  a  duty  is  Imposed  by 
IBW,  as  enumerated  and  mentioned  in  schedule  C,  without 
nflixitii!  thereto  an  adhesive  stamp  or  label  denoting  the  duty 
before  mentioned,  and  In  ilelault  thereof  Ehall  incur  a  pen- 
ally of  ten  dollars;  ProiWci/,  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tnined  shall  apply  to  any  tineompounded  medlrinal  drug  or 
chemical,  nor  to  any  medicine  coinpoinided  aeeording  to 
the  United  States  or  other  national  pliarmueupuuiu,  nor  of 
which  the  full  and  proper  formula  is  published  in  either  of 
the  dispejisatories,  formularies,  or  text  books  in  common 
nse  among  physicians  and  apothecaries.  Including  homtno- 
(lathle  and  eclectic,  or  in  iinv  pharmaceutical  journal  now 
QKixl  by  niiy  XtlcotpuiOtcU  college  of  pliarnincy,>iiid  not  sold 


or  oifered  for  sale,  or  advertised  under  any  other  name, 
form,  or  guise  than  thatunder  which  they  may  be  severally 
denominated  and  laid  down  in  said  pharmacopceias,  dis- 
pensatories, text-books,  or  journals,  as  aforesaid,  nor  to 
medicines  sold  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  person,  which  may 
be  mixed  and  compounded  specially  i'or  said  persons,  ac- 
cording to  the  written  recipe  or  prescription  of  any  physi- 
cian or  surgeon. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  "cosmetics"  the  words 
"  lucifer  or." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "  matches"  the  words  "  cigar 
lights  or  wax  tapers." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOFiRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eighth  section  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "  cosmetics"  the  words  "lucifer 
or  friction  matches,  or  cigar  lights  and  wax  ta- 
pers." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  schedule  B,  stamp 
duties. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend,  under  the 
heading  of"  bill  ofsale,"  by  striking  out  "twenty- 
five  cents"  and  inserting  "  fifty  cents;"  so  that  it 
will  read: 

fiill  of  sale  by  wliich  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  part 
thereof,  shall  be  conveyed  to  or  vested  in  any  other  person 
or  persons,  when  the  consideration  shall  not  exceed  $500, 
fifty  cents. 

The  amendment  was  agi-eed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  in  the  next 
line  by  striking  out  "  fifty  cents"  and  inserting 
"one  dollar,"  so  that  it  will  read,  "  exceeding 
$500  and  not  exceeding  $1,000,  one  dollar." 

The  ainendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing outin  the  nextclause,  where  it  occurs  the  sec- 
ond time,  "  !jpl,000,"  and  insertingin  lieu  thereof 
"  $500;"  so  that  it  will  read,  "  exceeding  $1,000, 
for  every  additional  amount  of  $500,  or  fractional 
part  thereof,  fifty  cents." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend,  under  the 
head  of  "  bond,"  by  striking  out  the  words  "  who 
shall  have  become  bound  or  engaged  as  surety 
for, "and  insertin  lieu  thereofthe  word  "against;" 
also,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  or"  and  "  to  be;" 
so  that  it  will  read:. 

Bond. — For  indemnifying  any  person  against  the  payment 
of  any  sum  of  money,  or  for  the  due  execution  or  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  of  any  office,  or  to  account  for  money 
received  by  virtue  thereof,  where  the  penalty  or  money 
ultimately  Itcoverable  thereupon  is  $1,0U0  or  less,  fifty 
cents. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  hope  the  change  will 
not  be  made.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  effect  of  introducing  the  word 
"against"  instead  of  the  words  proposed  to  be 
struck  out.  What  does  it  mean  to  indeinnify  a 
person  "against  the  due  execution  or  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  of  any  office  ?"  1  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  that  it  is  better  to  go  back 
to  the  old  language,  which  has  had  a  construc- 
tion that  is  reasonable,  and  which  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  whole  country,  and  created  no  dif- 
ficulty whatever. 

Mr.  KASSON.  As  the  clause  now  stands,  it 
seems  to  cover  but  one  class  of  indemnifying 
bonds.  The  object  in  making  the  change  is  to 
cover  all  classes  of  indemnity  bonds. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  in  the  next 
paragraph  by  striking  out  the  words  "to  be" 
and  increasing  the  duty  from  twenty-five  to  fifty 
cents,  so  that  it  will  read,  "  where  the  penalty  or 
money  ultimately  recoverable  tiiereupon  exceeds 
$1,000,  for  every  additional  $1,000,  or  fractional 
part  thereof,  in  excess  of  $1,000,  fifty  cents." 

The  amendinent  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  in  the  next 
paragraph  by  striking  out  the  words  "  such  as 
are,'^  so  tliat  it  will  read,  "bond  of  any  de- 
scription other  than  such  as  may  be  required  in 
legal  proceedings,  or  used  in  connection  with 
mortgage  deeds,  and  not  otherwise  charged  in 
this  schedule,  twenty-five  cents." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  line  sixty- 
two  by  making  it  read  "  exceeding  fifty  dollars 
and  not  exceeding  $100,  fifty  cents." 

The  uniendmeni  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  tlie  line  just  amended  the  words  "  ex- 
ceeding $100,  for  each  additional  $100  or  frac- 
tional i^art  thereof,  twenty-five  cents." 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  amend  the  clause 
under  the  heading  of  "charter-party"  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "  steamer"  the  words  "  or  any 
renewal  or  transfer  thereof,"  and  also  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  one  hundred  and;"  so  that  it  will 
read: 

Charter-Party. — Contract  or  agreement  for  the  charter 
of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  steamer,  or  any  letter,  memoran- 
dum, or  other  writing  between  the  captain,  master,  or 
owner,  or  person  acting  as  agent  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or 
steamer,  or  any  renewal  or  transfer  thereof,  and  any  other 
person  or  persons  for  or  relating  to  the  charter  of  such  ship 
or  vessel,  or  steamer,  if  the  registered  tonnage  of  such  ship 
or  vessel,  or  steamer,  does  not  exceed  fifty  tons,  one  dollar. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  clause 
under  the  heading  of  "conveyance"  by  striking 
out  the  following: 

Exceeding  .$1 ,000  and  not  exceeding  $2,500,  two  dollars ; 
exceeding  $-2,5()0  and  not  exceeding  $5,000,  five  dollars; 
exceeding  $5,000  and  not  exceeding  $10,000,  ten  dollars; 
exceeding  $10,000  and  not  exceeding  $20,000,  twenty 
dollars. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  clause 
under  the  heading  of  "contract"  by  inserting 
before  "  ten  cents"  the  words  "  for  each  note  or 
memorandum  of  each  sale;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Contract. — Broker's  note, or  mcmoruiidum  of  saleof  any 
goods  or  merchandise,  stocks,  bonds,  exchange,  notes  of 
hand,  real  estate,  or  property  of  any  kind  or  description 
issued  by  brokers  or  persons  acting  as  such,  for  each  note, 
or  memorandum  of  each  sale,  ten  cents. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROSS.  I  move  to  strike  out  from  line 
eighty-seven  to  line  one  hundred  and  four,  inclu- 
sive, as  follows: 

Conveyance. — ^Dced,  instrument,  or  writing, whereby  any 
lands,  tenements,  or  other  realty  sold  shall  be  granted,  as- 
signed, transferred,  or  otherwise  convoyed  to  or  vested  in 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  or  any  other  person  or  persons 
by  his,  her,  or  their  direction,  wlien  the  consideration  or 
value  exceeds  $100  and  does  not  exceed  $500,  filly  cents; 
when  the  consideration  exceeds  gliOO  and  does  not  exceed 
$1,000,  one  dollar;  exceeding  $1,000  and  not  exceeding 
$9,500,  two  dollars  ;  exceeding  ^Oj^iOO  and  not  exceeding 
,$5,000,  five  dollars;  exceeding  $5,000  and  not  exceeding 
$10,000,  ten  dollars  ;  exceeding  $10,000  and  not  exceeding 
§20,000,  twenty  dollars;  and  forevery  adilitional  $10,000,  or 
fractional  part  thereof  in  excessof  $20,000,  twenty  dollars. 

The  arnendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  in  line  one 
hundred  and  three  by  striking  out  "  $10,000"  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  "$500." 

The  amendment  wa.-j  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  one  hundred  and  four 
I  move  to  strike  out  "  twenty,"  where  it  first 
occurs,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  one." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  At  the  end  of  line  one  hun- 
dred and  four  1  move  to  strike  out  "  twenty  dol- 
lars" and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "  fifty  cents." 

The  paragraph,  as  amended,  would  then  read: 
"And  for  every  additional  $500,  or  fractional  part 
thereof  in  excess  of  $1,000,  fifty  cents." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"  twenty-five  cents"and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof, 
"  the  premium  on  which  does  not  exceed  ten 
dollars,  ten  cents;  exceeding  ten  dollars  and  not 
exceeding  fifty  dollars,  twenty-five  cents;  exceed- 
ing fifty  dollars,  fifty  cents;"  so  as  to  make  it 
read: 

Insurance,  (marine,  inland,  and  fire.)— Each  policy  of 
insurance  or  other  instrument,  by  whatever  name  the 
same  shall  be  called,  by  whieli  insurance  shall  be  made  or 
renewed  upon  properly  of  any  description,  wliether  against 
perils  by  the  sea  or  by  fire,  or  other  peril  of  any  kind,  made 
by  any  insurance  company,  or  its  agents,  or  by  any  other 
company  or  person,  the  premium  on  wliich  does  not  ex- 
ceed t lollars,  ten  cents;  exceeding  ten  dollars  and  not 

exceeding  fifty  dollars,  twenty-five  cents;  exceeding  fifty 
dollars,  fihy  cents. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr  KASSON.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
"two,"  in  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-first  line, 
and  insert  "one"  in  lieu  thereof,  so  as  to  make 
the  paragraph  read,  "where  the  rent  or  rental 
value  exceeds  the  sum  of  $300,  for  each  additional 
$100,  or  fractional  part  thereof  in  excesa  of  pOO, 
fifty  cents." 

Tho  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  the  same  amendments 
in  respect  to  mortgages  tliat  have  been  adopted 
in  respect  to  conveyances.  I  move  to  strike  out 
from  line  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  to  line  one 
hundred  and  sixty,  as  follows: 

Exceedins  $1,000  and  not  exeeeding$2,500,  two  dollars  ; 
exceeding  $2,500  and  not  exceeding  $5,000,  five  dollars; 
exceeding  $5,000  and  not  exceeding  $10,000,  ten  dollars; 
exceeding  $10,000  and  not  exceeding  $20,000,  fifteen  dol- 
.lars. 

-■  The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
'■  Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  also,  in  line  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one,  to  strike  out  "§10,000"  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof"  |500;"  also  in  line  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  to  strike  out  "  twenty  "  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  "  one;"  also,  at  the  end  of 
line  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  to  strike  out 
"ten  dollars"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "fifty 
cents;"  so  as  to  make  the  clause  in  reference  to 
mortgages  read  as  follows: 

Mortgage  of  lands,  estate,  or  property,  real  or  personal, 
heritable  or  movable  whatsoever,  or  any  morlgage  or  per- 
sonal bond,  where  the  same  shall  be  tnade  as  a  security  for 
the  payment  of  any  definite  and  certain  sum  of  money  lent 
at  the  time  or  previously  due  and  owing  or  forborne  to  be 
paid,  being  payable;  also,  any  conveyance  of  any  lands, 
estate,  or  property  whatsoever,  in  trust  to  be  sold  or  other- 
wise converted  into  money,  which  shall  be  intended  only 
as  security,  and  shall  be  redeemable  before  the  sale  or  other 
disposal  thereof,  either  by  express  stipulation  or  otherwise, 
or  any  personal  bond  given  as  security  for  the  payment  of 
any  definite  or  certain  sum  of  money  exceeding  $100  and 
not  exceeding  $500,  fifty  cents  ;  and  for  every  additional 
$500  or  fractional  part  thereof  in  excess  of  $1,000,  fifty 
cents. 

"'  The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  committee  here  itiformally  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  cliair,ameRsnge'was 
received  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Hickey,  their 
Chief  Clerk,  notifying  the  House  that  the  Senate 
have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of  the  following 
titles,  with  amendments;  in  which  he  was  di- 
recteil  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House: 

An  act  (No.  119)  to  regulate  tiie  admeasure- 
ment of  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels  of  the 
United  States;  and 

All  act  (No.  360)  for  the  prevention  and  pun- 
ishment of  frauds  in  relation  to  the  names  of  ves- 
sels. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  have  passed  without 
amendment  bills  of  the  House  of  the  following 
titles: 

An  act  (No.  62)  fixing  certain  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  preventing  collisions  on  the  water;  and 

An  act  (No.  367)  to  provide  for  the  collection 
of  hospital  duos  from  vessels  of  the  United  States 
sold  or  transferred  to  foreign  ports  or  waters. 

The  committee  then  resumed  its  session,  and 
proceeded  again  to  the  consideration  of  the 

INTERNAL  REVENUE  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [iMr.  Boutwell]  that 
the  words  are  surplusage  as  they  occur  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  clause,  1  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  "or  any  mortgage  or  personal  bond" 
where  they  occur  in  the  following  clause: 

Mortgage  of  lands,  estate,  or  property,  real  or  personal, 
heritable  or  movable  whatsoever,  or  ajiy  mortgage  or  per- 
sonal bond,  where  the  same  shall  be  made  as  a  security  for 
the  payment  of  any  definite  and  certain  sum  of  money  lent 
at  the  time  or  previously  due  and  owing  or  forborne  to  be 
paid,  being  payable. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  line  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty I  move  to  insert  after  the  word  "dollars" 
the  words  "  and  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars;"  so 
as  to  make  the  paragraph  read: 

Passage  ticket,  by  any  vessel  from  a  port  in  the  United 
Stales  to  a  foreign  port,  not  exceeding  thirty  dollars,  fifty 
cents;  exceeding  thirty  dollars  and  not  exceeding  fifty  dol- 
lars, one  dollar. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  add  immediately 
after  in  line  one  hundred  and  seventy  the  words 
"and  for  every  additional  fifty  dollars  or  frac- 
tional part  thereof  in  excess  of  fifty  dollars,  one 
dollar." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

41r.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move  to 
amend  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph 
"  power  of  attorney  to  sell  and  convey  r(?al  estate, 
or  to  rent  or  lease  the  same,  or  to  perform  any  and 
all  other  act.s  not  hereinbefore  specified,  one  dol- 
lar," the  following: 

Kxcopting  powerx  of  alforney  for  the  collection  of  hack 


pay,  bounty,  pensions,  or  other  allowances  due  to  soldiers 
or  other  persons  on  account  of  personal  military  service 
rendered. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  that  that  is  provided  for 
in  another  section. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  If  that  be 
the  case,  I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  move  to  amend  the  same 
paragraph  by  adding  "  power  of  attorney  for  any 
other  purpose,  twenty-five  cents." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  By  looking  at  line  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  the  gentleman  will  see  that 
that  is  mcluded  in  the  words  "  or  to  perform  any 
and  all  other  acts  not  hereinbefore  specified;" 
and  not  only  that,  but  the  gentleman  has  reduced 
the  tax  from  one  dollar  to  twenty-five  cents. 

Mr.  THAYER.  That  is  probably  so.  But, 
sir,  I  think  that  is  too  high  a  tax  to  be  made  upon 
these  powers  of  attorney  without  discrimination. 
Upon  a  power  of  attorney  to  sell  real  estate  that 
rate  is  not  too  high;  but  upon  a  great  many  sub- 
jects of  little  moment  it  is  entirely  too  large. 
However,  1  will  withdi-aw  my  amendment,  and 
move  to  strike  out  the  words  quoted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  now  renew  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  have  no  objection  to  that, 
if  the  gentlemen  will  fix  it  at  fifty  cents. 

Mr.  THAYER.  Vci-y  well;  I  will  so  modify 
my  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.MORPcILL.  I  move  to  insert  the  following: 

Warehouse  receijit  for  not  exceeding  fifty  barrels  of  flour 
held  in  storage  in  any  public  or  private  warehouse  or  yard, 
five  cents;  exceeding  fifty  barrels  and  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  barrels,  ten  cents  ;  exceeding  one  hundred  barrels, 
for  every  additional  one  hundred  barrels  or  fractional  part 
thereof,  ten  cents.  Warehouse  receipt  for  not  exceeding 
fifty  bushels  of  grain  held  in  storage  in  any  public  or  private 
warehouse  or  yard,  five  cents;  exceeding  fifty  bushels  and 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  bushels,  ten  cents;  exceeding 
one  hundred  busliels,  for  every  addiiional  hundred  bushels 
or  a  fractional  part  thereof,  ten  cents.  Warehouse  receipt 
for  not  exceeding  fifty  barrels  of  beef,  pork,  or  bacon,  or 
other  salted,  cured,  dried,  or  preserved  meats,  held  in  stor- 
age in  any  public  or  private  warehouse  or  yard,  ten  cents  ; 
exceeding  fifty  barrels  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  bar- 
rels, twenty  cents;  exceeding  one  hundred  barrels,  forevery 
additional  one  hundred  barrels  or  fractional  part  thereof,  ten 
cents.  Warehouse  receipt  for  not  exceeding  fifty  tierces  of 
l»eef,  pork, bacon,  or  other  ?al ted, cured,  dried,  or  preserved 
meats,  held  in  storage  in  any  public  or  private  warehouse 
or  yard,  fifty  cents  ;  exceeding  fifty  tierces  and  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  tierces,  one  dollar ;  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred tierces,  for  every  additional  one  hundred  tierces  or 
fractional  part  thereof,  fifty  cents. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
to  make  the  language  general,  so  as  to  include 
boxes,  casks,^  packages,  &c. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  We  propose  to  move  to 
insert  in  line  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  the 
words  "  not  otherwise  provided  for."  That  will 
remove  the  gentleman's  objection. 

The  committee  divided;  and  there  were — ayes 
thirty-six,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  MORRILL  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Ross  and 
Fenton  were  appointed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  the  tellers  hav- 
ing reported — ayes  sixty-four,  noes  not  counted. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Warehouse  receipt  for  any  goods,  merehanrlise.  or  prop- 
erty of  any  kind  held  on  storage  in  any  public  or  private 
warehouse  or  yard,  twenty-five  cents. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "  kind"  the  words  "not  otherwise  provided 
for." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRESWELL.  I  move  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Warrants  of  distraint  for  rent,  where  the  amount  of  rent 
does  not  exceed  $100,  twenty-five  cents ;  where  it  exceeds 
$100,  fifty  cents. 

Mr.  MORRILL  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Holman  and 
Orth  were  appointed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  the  tellers  hav- 
ing reported — ayes  sixty-four,  noes  not  counted. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Legal  Documents. —Writ,  or  other  original  process  by 
which  any  suit  is  commenced  in  any  court  of  record,  either 
law  or  equity,  fifty  cents. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Michigan.    I  move  to  add 
the  following: 
When  the  amount  clnlnird  in  the  writ  issued  by  a  court 


not  of  record  is  $100  or  over,  fifty  cents  ;  upon  every  con- 
fession of  judgment  or  cognovit  for$100or  over,  fifty  cents. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  NORTON  moved  to  insert  the  following: 
And  that  twenty-five  cents  be  charged  upon  every  ap- 
peal taken  from  an  inferior  to  a  higher  court. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  think  that  is  provided  for 
in  the  law  as  it  now  stands. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Provided,  That  no  writ,  summons,  or  other  process  is- 
sued by  and  returnable  to  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  issued 
in  any  criminal  or  other  suits  commenced  tjy  the  United 
States,  or  any  State,  shall  be  subject  to  the  payment  of 
stamp  duties. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Michigan.  I  move  to  add, 
"except  where  the  amount  claimed  is  $100  or 
more." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  the  following  as  a 
substitute  for  the  amendment: 

Insert  after  the  word  "peace''  the  words  "except  aa 
hereinbefore  provided  for." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  and  then  the  amendment  as  amended  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  move  to  insert "  affida- 
vits in  suits  or  legal  proceedings  shall  be  exempt 
from  stamp  duty." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROSS.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  commenced  by  the  United  States  or  any  State." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 
Schedule  C. 
Bledicines  or  Preparations. 

For  and  upon  every  packet,  box,  bottle,  potj  phlal,  or 
other  inclosure,  containing  any  pills,  powders,  tinctures, 
troches,  or  lozenges,  syrups,  cordials,  bitters,  anodynes, 
tonics,  plasters,  liniments,  salves,  ointments,  pastes,  drops, 
waters,  essences,  spirits,  oils,  or  other  medicinal  prepara- 
tions or  compositions  whatsoever,  made  and  sold,  or  re- 
moved for  consumption  and  sale,  by  any  person  or  persons 
whatever,  wherein  the  person  making  or  preparing  the 
same  has,  or  claims  to  have,  any  private  formula  or  occult 
secret  or  art  for  the  making  or  preparing  the  same,  or  has, 
or  claims  to  have,  any  exclusive  riglit  or  title  to  the  making 
or  preparing  the  same,  or  which  are  prepared,  uttered, 
vended,  or  exposed  for  sale  under  any  letters  patent,  or 
held  out  or  recommended  to  the  public  by  the  makers,  vend- 
ers, or  proprietors  thereof  as  proprietary  medicines,  or  as 
remedies  or  specifics  for  any  disease,  diseases,  or  affec- 
tions wiiatever  aflfecting  the  human  or  animal  body,  as 
follows:  where  such  packet,  box,  bottle,  pot,  phial,  or 
other  inclosure,  with  its  contents,  shall  not  exceed,  at  the 
retail  price  or  value,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents,  one 
cent. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  make 
it  "  two  cents"  instead  of  "  one  cent." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Where  such  packet,  box,  bottle,  pot,  phial,  or  other  In- 
closure, with  its  contents,  shall  exceed  the  retail  price  or 
value  of  twenty-five  cents,  and  not  exceed  the  retail  price 
or  value  of  fifty  cents,  two  cents. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  strike 
out  "  two  cents"  and  insert  "  four  cents." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Where  such  packet,  box,  bottle,  pot,  phial,  or  other  in- 
closure, with  its  contents,  shall  exceed  the  retail  price  or 
value  of  fifty  cents,  and  shall  not  exceed  the  retail  price  or 
value  of  seventy-five  cents,  three  cents. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  strike 
out  "  three"  and  insert  "  five." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  head- 
ing of  the  second  subdivision  of  schedule  "C," 
on  page  210,  so  that  it  shall  read,  "perfumery, 
cosmetics,  matches,  photographs,  and  cards." 

The  aiTiendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  in  line 
sixty,  page  210,  by  striking  out  after  the  words 
"one  hundred"  the  words  "and  forty-four," 
and  by  striking  out  after  the  word  "less"  the 
words  "  when  the  retail  price  of  such  matches  or 
articles  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  cents;" 
so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

Friction  matches,  or  lucifer  matches,  or  other  articles 
made  in  part  of  wood,  and  used  for  like  purposes,  in  par- 
cels or  packages  containing  one  hundred  matches  or  less, 
for  each  parcel  or  package,  one  cent. 

Mr.  FENTON.  1  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  and  I  op- 
pose it  only  for  the  purjiose  of  asking  him  to 
adopt  a  suggestion  which  I  will  make.  It  is  to 
modify  his  amendment  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"containing,"  in  line  fifty-nino,  the  words  "sev- 
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enty-two  or  less,  one  half  cent;  containins:  over 
seventy-two  and  less  than  one  luiiitired  ;iiul  forty- 
foui-,  one  cent."  The  object  ol'ilic  suggestion  I 
make  is  to  embrace  a  class  of  manufacturers  who 
are  now  making  and  putting  up  matches  in  boxes 
containing  seventy-two  or  less.  I  know  of  one 
establishment  in  my  Slate  whose  amount  of  man- 
ufacture reaches  four  million  boxes  a  year;  and 
a  tax  of  one  half  cent  upon  those  boxes  would 
amount  to  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  yearly.  It  is  unfair,  if  we  can  possibly 
avoid  it,  to  compel  that  class  of  manufacturers  to 
stop  their  works  in  order  to  change  their  ma- 
chinery and  adopt  a  class  of  boxes  which  contain 
one  hundred  matches;  or  compel  them  to  pay  on 
boxes  containing  seventy-two  matches  a  tax  equal 
to  that  which  is  paid  by  those  who  are  putting 
up  matches  in  boxes  containing  one  hundred 
matches. 

I  have  consulted  with  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [JMr.  BouTWELL,]  who  is  familiar 
■with  the  working  of  the  internal  revenue  loans, 
and  he  thinks  there  would  be  no  great  impropriety 
in  fixing  a  stamp  of  one  lialf  cent  upon  this  class 
of boxes. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in 
opposition  to  the  gentleman's  suggestion.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  are  to  have  any  stamp  tax 
at  all,  upon  matches  or  anything  else,  one  cent  is 
as  low  as  we  can  possibly  go.  The  inconve- 
nience suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  is  a  very  small  one,  and  perhaps  does  not 
exist  except  in  the  case  he  has  mentioned,  and 
which  I  hope  will  vanish  soon  after  the  law  goes 
into  operation.  Most  of  those  who  manufacture 
already  place  one  hundred  matches  in  a  box,  and 
if  they  place  less  they  make  a  greater  profit  there- 
by, as  I  suppose. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  offer  that  suggestion  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  tlie  gentleman. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  after  line 
sixty-two  the  following: 

When  any  parcel  or  paclcagc  contains  more  than  one 
hundred  and  not  more  than  twolnindred  niatclies,  for  each 
parcel  or  package  two  cent?,  and  I'or  every  additiojial  one 
Juindred  matches  or  fractional  part  thereof,  one  cent. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  lines 
sixty-three,  sixty-four,  and  sixty-five,  as  follows: 

Where  tlie  retail  price  of  such  parcel  or  packaiie  shall 
cxcpcd  the  sum  of  live  cents,  for  every  aidilional  "ainouwt 
of  five  cents,  or  fractional  part  thereof,  one  cent. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 
For  all  cigar  lights,  wax  tapers,  or  matches,  made  with- 
out the  use  of  sulphur,  donlile  the  rates  herein  imposed 
upon  sulphur  or  lucifer  matches. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  by  adding 
at  the  end  of  the  last  amendment  the  following: 

Provided,  That  so  far  as  this  act  relates  to  friction  or  lu- 
cifer matches  made  in  part  of  wood,  or  to  cigar  liglils,  wax 
tapers,  or  matches  made  without  the  use  of  sulphur,  the 
Kanic  shall  not  take  elieet  until  the  1st  of  July,  1864. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  clause  was  read: 

Playing  cards. — For  and  upon  every  pack  of  whatever 
number,  when  the  retail  price  pc;r  pack  does  not  exceed 
eighteen  cents,  two  cents, 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  think  thi^  article  of  luxury 
ought  to  pay  a  larger  tax.  I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  "  two"  and  inserting  "  five." 

Mr.  iVlORRILL.  If  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana will  notice  the  phraseology  of  this  bill  he 
will  see  that  it  is  changed  from  what  it  was  under 
the  old  law.  Under  the  old  law  playing  cards 
were  only  charged  this  rale  upon  the  wholesale 
price;  and  if  the  gentleman  has  purchased  any  of 
these  articles  of  luxury,  as  I  presume  he  has,  he 
found  that  he  paid  only  a  one  cent  tax,  although 
he  bought  a  pack  of  cards  which  cost  fifty  "Jjr 
seventy-five  cents.  Now,  the  proposition  is  to 
phice  the  tax  upon  the  retail  price.  That  will 
more  than  double  the  revenue  from  this  source. 

Mr.  KALliKLElSCH.  May  I  ask  the  gen- 
tlotrian  whether  he  consider.s  this  as  an  indispens- 
uble  article  for  gentlemen  upon  that  side  of  the 
House.'     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  think  the  tax  is  entirely 
too  low,  and  I  insiHlon  my  amendment. 

Thu  umcndnicnl  wuu  agreed  to. 


Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  strike  out  in  line 
seventy-nine  the  word  "three"  and  insert"  ten" 
in  lieu  thereof,  so  that  the  clause  will  read,  "ex- 
ceeding the  retail  price  of  eighteen  cents,  and  not 
exceeding  twenty-five  cents  per  pack,  ten  cents." 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  hope  that  that 
amendment  will  not  prevail.  I  believe  that  if  the 
object  of  this  bill  is  simply  to  raise  revenue,  very 
much  more  will  be  derived  from  the  schedule  of 
prices  which  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
iiave  inserted  in  the  bill  than  from  an  increase. 

Last  year  when  the  tax  bill  was  pending  I  had 
occasion  to  look  into  this  subject  from  the  fact 
that  I  have  acquaintance  with  one  of  the  four 
largest  manufacturers  of  playing  cards  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  An  effort  was  made  last  year  greatly 
to  raise  this  tax.  I  think  some  gentleman  pro- 
]iosed  twenty-five,  ten,  and  five  cents,  but  finally 
the  two  Houses  agreed  that  more  revenue  would 
probably  be  derived  from  fixing  the  tax  at  half 
the  rates  established  in  this  bill  than  from  higher 
rates. 

I  desire  to  say  here  that  one  manufacturer  in 
New  York  from  whom  I  have  a  letter  in  my  hand 
states  that  he  has  paid  for  the  goods  that  he  man- 
ufactures since  the  tax  bill  went  into  operation 
|28,000  on  these  articles. 

Again,  one  reason  given  why  the  tax  should 
be  small  on  low-priced  cards  is  that  if  it  be  made 
heavy  it  will  drive  the  cheaper  article  out  of  use 
and  lend  to  the  disuse  of  the  article  to  a  very  great 
extent.  We  know  that  it  is  really  economy  to 
purchase  the  higher-priced  article,  because  one 
]iack  of  these,as  I  am  informed  by  those  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  using  them,  will  last  some  twelve 
times  as  long  as  a  pack  of  a  cheaper  quality. 

Another  reason  is  that  a  high  tax  on  the  do- 
mestic article  destroys  the  competition  of  the 
American  manufacturer  with  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer. I  believe  that  the  House  will  make  a 
very  great  mistake  if  they  increase  the  tax  above 
the  rates  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  1  make  that  statement  after  having 
given  a  considerable  degree  of  attention  to  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Holman's  amendment  was  agreed  to — 
ayes  sixty-two,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  now  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  "five"  in  line  eighty-one,  and  insert  "fif- 
teen" in  lieu  thereof;  so  tJiatthe  clause  will  read, 
"exceeding  the  retail  price  of  twenty-five,  and 
not  exceeding  fifty  cents  per  pack,  fifteen  cents." 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  "fifteen"  and  in- 
serting "  twelve." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  disa- 
greed to. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  In  line  eighty-three  I  move 
to  strike  out  "  ten"  and  insert  "  thirty;"  so  that 
the  clause  will  rj'ad,  "exceeding  the  retail  price 
of  fifty  cents,  and  not  e-xceeding  one  dollar  per 
pack,  thirty  cents." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  now  to  strike  out  the 
word  "five"  and  insert  "  twenty;"  so  that  the 
clause  will  read,  "  exceeding  the  retail  price  of 
one  dollar  for  every  additional  fifty  cents,  or  frac- 
tional part  thereof,  in  excess  of  one  dollar,  twenty 
cents." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

IVIr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move  now  to 
strike  out  the  word  "retail"  wherever  it  occurs 
before  the  word  "price"  in  these  items  in  regard 
to  playing  cards. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Whatever  may  be  done  with 
this  section — and  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  gen- 
tleman propo.ses  that  it  shall  be  carried  into  effect 
in  its  present  form — the  retail  price  ought  to  be 
retained  for  this  reason,  that  under  the  present 
law  there  are  great  opportunities  for  evading  this 
duty.  As  1  slated  before,  when  a  purchaser  ob- 
tains these  cards,  if  a  )iroper  stamp  is  on  he  knows 
it,  for  it  is  visible  on  the  outside  of  the  pack. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  who  he  in- 
liuuls  shall  pay  the  expense  of  these  stamps,  the 
manufacturer  or  the  retailer? 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  intend  that  they  shall  not 
be  sold  wiihout  a  full  stomji  being  upon  them. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermoiu  whether  he  expects  the  manu- 
facturer of  cards  to  put  on  these  stamps.'    The 


manufacturer  cannot  possibly  know  at  what  price 
these  cards  may  be  sold  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  The  proposition  is  simply  impractica- 
ble. I  understand  that  the  manufacturer  is  per- 
fectly willing  to  pay  the  tax,  but  wants  to  know 
what  the  tax  is.  He  puts  on  a  stamp  at  his  own 
price;  but  how  can  he  anticipate  what  the  retail 
price  is? 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  submit  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  that  it  is  the  same  proposi- 
tion as  in  regard  to  all  the  articles  in  this  section, 
and  that  no  difficulty  has  been  heretofore  expe- 
rienced from  it,  and  I  apprehend  that  none  will 
be  in  this  case. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  The  principle 
is  not  the  same.  When  these  articles  of  patent 
medicines  are. put  up  in  boxes  and  bottles,  which 
preserve  their  forms  unaltered,  and  which  have  a 
retail  price  attached  to  them  when  they  are  sent 
out  from  the  place  of  manufacture,  there  is  no 
difficulty  about  them,  but  it  is  quite  different  in 
the  case  of  playing  cards  which  have  no  fixed 
retail  price. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  ruling  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  regard  to  these  articles  is: 

"If  the  manufacturer  of  proprietary  articles,  acting  in 
good  faith,  and  upon  such  information  as  he  can  obtain, 
affixes  a  stamp  answering  to  the  retail  price  in  the  market 
where  he  deals,  or  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  he  will  be  ex- 
empt from  proceedings  for  penalty,  even  though  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  the  articles  so  manufactured  and 
stamped  may  be  sold  at  enhanced  prices." 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Massachusetts.  Then  do  I  un- 
derstand that  the  manufacturer  may  put  on  a 
stamp  which  will  answer  to  the  retail  price? 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Rice's  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  one  hundred  and  seventy-first  section  was 
read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  171.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after 
the  date  on  which  this  act  takes  effect  there  shall  bean  al- 
lowance or  drawback  (m  all  articleson  whiciiany  internal 
duty  or  tax  shall  have  been  paid,  except  raw  or  unmanu- 
factured cotton,  refined  coal  oil,  naphtha,  benzine  or  ben- 
zole, distilled  spirits,  mauuCactured  tobacco,  snuff,  and  ci- 
gars of  all  descriptions,  equal  in  amount  to  the  duty  or  lax 
paid  thereon,  and  no  more,  when  exported,  the  evidence 
that  any  such  duty  or  tax  lias  been  paid  to  be  furiiislied  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue 
by  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  claim  the  allowance  or 
drawback,  and  the  amount  to  be  ascertained  under  such 
regulations  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  prescribed  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid 
by  the  warrant  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  out  of  any  money  arising 
from  internal  duties  not otlierwise appropriated:  Provided, 
That  no  allowance  or  drawback  shall  be  made  or  had  for 
any  amount  claimed  or  due  less  than  twenty  dollars,  any- 
thing in  this  act  to  tlie  contrary  notwiihstandiiig:  ^rulpro- 
viiled  further,  Tiiat  any  certificate  of  drawback  for  goods 
exported,  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  law, 
may,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  received  by  the  collector  or 
his  deputy  in  payment  of  duties  under  this  act.  And  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  make  such  regulations  with 
regard  to  the  form  of  said  cerlificates  and  the  issuing 
thereof  as,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  necessary:  Jiiul  pro- 
vided further.  That  in  computing  the  allowance  or  draw- 
back upon  articles  uiaiiulaclnrcd  exclusively  of  colloii 
when  exported,  there  shall  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  the 
five  jiereeiit.  duty  which  shall  have  been  paid  on  such  ar- 
ticles, a  drawback  of  two  cents  per  pound  upon  such  ar- 
ticles, in  all  cases  where  the  duty  imposed  by  law  upon 
the  cotton  used  in  the  manufacture  thereof  has  been  pre- 
viously paid;  the  amount  of  said  allowance  to  be  ascer- 
tained in  such  manner  as  iniiy  be  prescribed  by  the  C'oin- 
missioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  by  adding 
to  the  section  as  follows: 

Jind  frovided further.  That  there  shall  be  an  allowance 
or  drawback  on  refined  coal  oil,  when  exported,  of  ^1  .'iO 
per  barrel  of  forty  gallons. 

This  amendment  becomes  necessary  in  conse- 
quence of  the  committee  having  laid  a  tax  of  one 
dollar  on  crude  oil.  A  drawback  is  allowed  on 
crude  petroleum  exported.  On  refined  there  is 
no  drawback  allowed,  as  it  is  exjiorted  directly 
from  the  (iluce  of  manufacture  to  a  bonded  ware- 
house or  place  of  exportation.  Therefore,  in 
order  to  equalize  the  foreign  and  the  home  manu- 
facture, it  is  necessary  to  allow  a  drawback  on 
refined  oil  equal  to  the  tax  on  crude  petroleum. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  do  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
amendment,  but  1  trust  that  when  the  Hoilrac 
reaches  this  proposition  and  the  proposition  to 
tax  coal  oil,  they  will  reject  them  both.  If  the 
one  is  retained,  then  it  is  obvious  that  this  pro- 
viso should  be  inserted.  I  therefore  do  not  ob- 
ject now  to  the  introduction  of  this  proposition. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  move  to  amend  the  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  following  proviso: 

^nd  provided  further,  Tliat  in  computing  the  allowance 
or  drawback  upon  articles  uiaiiufactured  exclusively  of 
cotton  wlien  exported,  tliere  shall  be  allowed,  In  addition 
to  tli'e  five  per  c<!nt.  duty  which  shall  have  been  paid  on 
such  articles,  a  drawback  ot' two  cents  per  pound  upon  such 
articles  in  all  case.s  where  the  duty  imposed  by  law  upon 
tlie  cotton  used  in  the  manufacture  thereof  has  been  pre- 
viously paid,  the  amount  of  said  allowance  to  be  ascer- 
tained in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Co?n- 
niissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury. 

I  do  not  know  why  we  should  pay  two  cent.s 
per  pound  on  cotton  tlmt  may  be  exported. 

iVlr.  HOLMAN.  Of  course  there  is  no  mis- 
understanding the  effect  of  this  provision.  The 
cotton  fabric  is  not  only  to  be  relieved  from  all 
duties  when  exported,  but  even  the  material  that 
enters  into  its  composition  is  to  be  relieved  from 
duty. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  think  that  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  understands  it  he  will  not 
object  to  the  provision  as  it  now  stands.  I  sup- 
pose that  whatever  may  be  the  object  of  gentlemen 
in  the  way  of  pre  venting  imports,  there  is  no  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  any  one  to  prevent  exports. 
These  fabrics  are  manufactured  from  cotton  on 
wliich  a  duty  of  two  cents  has  been  paid;  and 
there  really  ought  to  be  allowed  a  drawback  of 
not  less  jhan  two  and  a  half  cents  when  the  fabi-ic 
is  exported,  as  there  is  a  waste  and  a  loss  of  not 
less  than  one  half  of  one  cent  in  the  process  of 
manufacture.  If  no  drawback  is  allowed,  our 
manufacturers  will  be  prevented  from  manufac- 
turing five  or  six  million  of  cotton  goods,  which 
they  can  do,  or  have  done  till  recently,  for  exporta- 
tion to  Brazil,  China,  Mexico,  and  other  places. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  is  very  manifest  that  this 
particularinterest  is  remarkably  protected,  so  that 
we  have  nearly  a  prohibitory  tariff  against  cot- 
ton goods. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  That  does  not  touch  the 
question  at  all . 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  know  it;  but  still  it  enters 
into  the  question  as  to  the  protection  afforded  to 
cotton  manufacturers.  The  tariffprohibits  cotton 
importations; 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Not  on  the  coarser  kinds. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  An  increase  of  fifty  per  cent, 
on  the  existing  rates  of  duty  upon  any  of  these 
imported  manufactures  could  not  be  made  with- 
out making  the  duty  prohibitory;  and  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  this  is  relieving  this  interest  to 
an  unnecessary  extent. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  merely  say  that  if  this 
amendment  is  adopted  it  will  prevent  any  manu- 
facture whatever  of  these  goods  for  exportation. 
If,  therefore,  the  gentleman  desires  to  stop  entirely 
these  establishments  from  manufacturing  for  that 
purpose  he  will  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  one  question.  I  ask  him  if  there  is  not 
an  export  duty  of  two  cents  a  pound  upon  cotton  } 

Mr.  MORRILL.  There  is  a  duty  of  two  cents 
a  pound  upon  all  cotton  raised  in  the  United 
States,  and  we  siinply  propose  to  pay  back  that 
tax  upon  tiie  manufuctiired  goods  that  are  ex- 
ported, leaving  the  manufacturer  to  lose  the  waste 
and  loss  that  occurs  in  the  process  of  manufac- 
ture. 

Mr.  ALLEY.  Then  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  wherein  these  foreign 
manufacturersare  to  gain  any  advantage  from  the 
tax  without  this  drawback  on  our  manufactured 
articles  for  export? 

Mr.  MORRILL.  For  the  reason  that  they  re- 
ceive cotton  from  India  and  other  countries  free 
of  duty.  ^ 

Upon  the  amendment  to  strike  out  the  proviso, 
35  voted  in  the  affirmative  and  48  in  the  negative; 
no  quorum. 
•    Mr.  MORRILL  called  for  tellers. 

Teller's  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Scofield 
and  Fenton  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  33,  noes  72. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 
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Mr.  FENTON.  I  move  to  strikeout  the  pro- 
viso commencing  on  the  eighteenth  line  of  the 
one  hundred  and  seventy-first  section,  down  to 
and  including  the  word  "  notwithstanding"  in  the 
twenty-first  line,  as  follows: 

Provided,  That  no  allowance  or  drawback  shall  he  made 
or  had  for  any  ajuount  claimed  or  due  less  than  twenty  dol- 
lars, anything  in  this  act  to  the  coiurary  notwithstanding. 

1  am  told  by  gentlemen  who  are  familiar  with 
this  subject  of  drawbacks  and  duties  that  this 
would  work  a  very  great  hardship  upon  the  small 
manufacturers,  or  those  who  desire  to  send  out 
manufactured  goods  in  small  amounts  or  parcels. 
Unless,  therefore,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
who  has  charge  of  the  bill  has  some  special  ob- 
jection, I  hope  the  amendment  will  be  adopted. 
If  the  amendment  is  not  acceptable  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  would  prefer  thatthe amount 
at  which  the  limit  is  fixed  should  be  reduced  and 
the  proviso  still  retained.  If  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  will  simply  move  to  reduce  the  limit 
from  twenty  dollars  to  ten  dollars,  I  will  not  object 
to  it. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  will  then  modify  my  amend- 
ment in  that  way. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  add  the  following 
as  a  new  section,  to  come  in  after  section  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two: 

Sec.  -^.  Andbc  it  furUier  enacted,  Thatall  the  provisions 
of  the  several  acts  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  internal 
revenue  to  support  the  Government  and  to  pay  interest 
on  the  public  debt,"  approved  July  1,  186-3,  and  of  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  impose  an  additional  duty  on 
sugars  produced  in  the  United  States,"  approved  July  16, 
1B62,  and  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  jJiovide  internal  revenue  to  support  tlje  Gov- 
ernment and  to  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,'  approved 
July  1, 1862,"  approved  December  2.5,  1862,  and  of  an  act 
entitled  "All  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
vide internal  revenue  to  support  the  Governnient  and  to 
pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,'  approved  July  1, 1862,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  3,  1863,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed;  and  thatthe twenty-fourtli  and 
twenty-fifth  sections  of  an  actentitled  "An  act  increasing 
temporarily  the;  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  July  14, 1862,  and  tlie  provisions  of  the  second  sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  and  punish  frauds 
upon  the  revenue,  to  provide  ibr  the  more  certain  and 
speedy  collection  of  claims  in  favor  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  3,  1863,  so  far 
as  the  same  apply  to  oflieers  of  internal  revenue,  be  also 
repealed:  Provided,  That  all  the  provisions  of  said  acts 
shall  be  in  force  for  levying  and  collecting  all  taxes  al- 
ready assessed,  and  of  maintaining  aijd  continuing  liens, 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  already  accrued,  and  for 
carrying  out  and  completing  all  procedures  which  have 
been  already  commenced  in  enforcing  sucli  fines,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures,  orcriniinal  proceedings,  under  said  act,  and 
for  the  punishment  of  crimes  of  which  either  party  shall 
be  or  has  been  found  guilty:  Jind  provided  farther,  That 
no  office  created  by  the  said  act  and  continued  by  this  act 
shall  be  created  by  reason  of  any  provisions  herein  con- 
tained, but  the  officers  lieretofore  appointed  shall  continue 
to  liold  the  said  office  without  reappointment  or  nevi"  bond, 
or  taking  anew  the  oath  of  office :  .3nd  provided  also,  That 
the  said  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  is  authorized  to 
make  all  sucli  regulations  not  otherwise  provided  for  as 
may  become  necessary  by  reason  of  the  alteration  of  the 
laws  in  relation  to  internal  revenue  by  virtue  of  tills  act. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  whether  in  imposing 
additional  duties  upon  these  officers  he  has  pro- 
vided against  its  operating  as  a  relief  to  their  sure- 
ties from  their  bonds? 

Mr.  MORRILL.  It  was  so  intended  and  1 
think  it  is  so  worded. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  This  is  an  important  subject, 
and  should  certainly  be  definitely  understood.  1 
understand  that  asagerieral  principle  of  law  when 
new  duties  have  been  imposed  on  any  officer  it 
operates  as  a  complete  relief  of  his  sureties  from 
their  bonds, and  requires  the  bonds  to  be  renewed. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  it  would  be  belter  to 
introduce  a  prov^ion  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  1  think  it  would  be  better  to 
make  them  renew  their  bonds. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  provide  that  the  old  bonds  should  continue  in 
force  and  be  valid  unless  the  obligors  shall  give 
due  notice  of  tlnir  diwsent. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  Would  that  be  unconwiitu- 
tional? 


Mr.  STEVENS.  If  we  had  a  little  coal  oil 
here  it  might  throw  some  light  upon  this  sub- 
ject.    [Lauffiiter.] 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  There  is  no  doubt  the  sure- 
ties would  be  held  for  the  duties  under  the  old 
law. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Under  the  law  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Internal  Revenue  has  the  right  to  re- 
quire new  bonds  or  additional  bonds  at  any  time 
he  pleases. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  It  will  simply  have 
this  effect:  if  there  is  a  change  the  bonds  become 
a  nullity,  and  no  act  of  Congress  can  revive  them; 
they  are  dead. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  to  strike  out  t-lic  words  "  or  new 
bonds." 

Mr-.  MORRILL.  1  cannot  accept  that  modi- 
fication of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move,  then,  to  insert  the 
words  "  so  far  as  the  same  are  not  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act." 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  doubt  whether  that  will 
answer  the  purpose.  This  being  an  independ- 
ent law  there  will  be  many  things,  not  inconsist- 
ent, but  cumulative,  added  thereto.  I  think  it 
will  hardly  do  to  insert  the  words  the  gentleman 
has  suggested . 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move,  then,  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  or  new  bonds." 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  move  to  insert  the 
words  "and  upon  the  execution  of  new  bonds." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to;  and  then  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  insert  the 
following: 

Provided,  Tiiatsomuch  of  the  act  approved  July  11, 1662, 
iiiaking  further  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of 
the  Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1863, 
and  additional  appropriations  for  the  year  ending  the  30tli 
of  June,  1862,  as  limits  the  price  to  be  paid  to  tlie  Wash- 
ington Gas-Light  Company  per  hundred  cubic  feet'of  gas 
furnished  by  it  to  the  Government  and  to  otlier  consumers, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  there  being,  on 
a  division — ayes  56,  noes  36. 

Mr.  RADFORD  moved  to  insert  the  following 
as  a  new  section: 

^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  on  all  sales  of  ice  there 
shall  be  paid  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  173.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  section  one 
hundred  and  nineteen  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide internal  revenue  to  support  the  Government,  and  to 
pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,"  approved  July  1,  1863, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed;  and  the  day  for  the 
assessment  and  collection  of  the  direct  tax  provided  for  in 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  increased  revenue  from 
imports  to  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  shall  be,  for  the  year  18G4,  the  1st  day  of  June, 
1864,  instead  of  the  1st  day  of  April,  which  last-named 
day  shall  be  and  remain  as  the  day  for  valuation  for  the 
year  1864,  as  aforesaid  ;  and  all  the  proceedings  in  relation 
tliereto  shall  be  suliject  to  rules  and  regulations  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  which  public 
notice  shall  be  given,  and  all  the  provisions  of  said  act  not 
modified  by  anything  herein  contained,  and  of  "  An  act 
for  the  collection  of  direct  taxes  in  insurrectionary  districts 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
June  7,  1862,  and  of  any  act  or  acts  amendatory  thereto, 
shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force  so  far  as  the  same  are 
applicable  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  the 
direct  tax  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  to  strike  out  that 
section.  Though  we  need  money  very  much,  I 
feel  bound  to  make  this  motion.  The  motion 
does  not  come  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  but  from  myself  individually. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  it 
will  be  conceded  on  all  hands  that  we  need  the 
money  to  be  derived  from  this  tax.  It  was  sus- 
pended for  two  years.  One  year  has  passed  in 
which  there  has  been  no  direct  tax  levied.  We 
can  have  this  tax  remain  as  alien  upon  the  prop- 
erty of  those  now  in  rebellion,  and  it  will  enable 
the  Government  to  enforce  more  efficiently  con- 
fiscation of  the  estates  of  rebels  than  by  any  other 
laws  now  upon  the  statute-books.  If  for  no  other, 
it  ought  to  be  retained  for  that  purpose.  It  is 
right  that  llie  rebels  should  be  made  lo  puv  their 
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share  of  taxes  as  much  as  loyal  men;  tliis  is  the 
only  place  wlicre  they  can  be  reached, and  if  lliey 
do  not  jmy  it,  they  ought  to  be  subject  to  the  pen- 
alty that  we  impose  upon  loyal  men.  I  leave  it 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  determine  as 
they  may  sec  fit. 

Mr.  "VVILSON".  I  move  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  "and"  in  the  fifth  line.  I  do  so  for 
the  purpose  of  advocating  the  striking  out  of  this 
section.  [  do  not  believe  that  a  single  argument 
can  be  made  in  favor  of  the  imposition  of  the  un- 
equal tax  proposed  by  this  section.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maine  says  that  it  is  constitutional. 
The  Constitution  provides  that 

"  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  sliall  be  apportioned 
anions  the  several  States  wliicli'may  be  included  vifilhin 
this  Union,  according  to  their  respective  numbers,  which 
sliall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free 
persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  all 
other  persons." 

And  further: 

"No  capitation  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid  unless 
in  proportion  to  the  census  or  enumeration  liereinbefore 
directed  to  be  taken." 

Now,  sir,  under  these  provisions,  in  the  ap- 
portionment of  Representatives  we  find  upon  this 
floor  six  Representatives  representing  the  two 
States  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut.  By  the 
census  of  1860  I  find  that  the  property  valuation 
of  those  two  States  amounts  in  Connecticut  to 
$444,274,114,  injlhode  Island  $135,337,588,  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  $579,611,702.  The  State  of 
Iowa,  which  1  have  tlie  honor  to  represent  in  part, 
has  upon  this  floor  six  Representatives,  and  the 
total  valuation  of  property  in  that  State  accord- 
ing to  the  census  of  1860  is  ^47,338,265,  or 
$332,273,437  less  than  the  valuation  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  two  States  I  have  mentioned,  and  yet 
under  this  direct  tax  the  State  of  Iowa  will  have 
to  pay  the  same  amount  that  the  two  States  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  will  have  to  pay. 

I  apprehend  there  can  be  no  argument  in  favor 
of  a  tax  so  unequal  and  so  unjust.  I  do  not  com- 
plain because  of  the  arnount  proposed  to  be  lev- 
ied upon  the  people  of  Iowa.  The  people  of^iat 
State  are  willing  to  pay  the  last  dollar  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government  and  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion.  They  are  willing  to  furnish  their 
last  man,  and  they  now  stand  ten  thousand  men 
ahead  of  all  demands  made  upon  the  State  by  the 
President,  and  the  Governor  has  just  tendered  ten 
thousand  men  in  addition.  Therefore  I  do  not 
complain  of  the  amount  of  the  burden  proposed 
to  be  imposed  on  the  patriotic  people  of  my  State, 
but  for  their  protection  and  in  view  of  their  will- 
ing sacrifices  I  protest  against  the  inequality  of 
the  tax;  I  say  it  is  not  fair,  it  is  not  just  to  itT)pose 
upon  that  Slate — and  the  same  thing  applies  to 
other  States — it  is  not  fair  to  impose  upon  them 
burdens  so  unequal  when  they  are  already  bear- 
ing more  of  the  burdens  of  this  war  than  could 
be  demanded  of  them. 

Under  the  indirect  system  proposed  by  this  bill 
the  people  of  the  western  States  pay  their  full  pro- 
portion of  all  the  taxes  imposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment upon  everything  consumed  by  them.  They 
pay  the  same  tax  that  is  paid  by  the  people  of  the 
eastern  States.  The  full  proportion  of  the  West 
is  met  cheerfully  and  proinptly,  and  we  shrink 
from  no  duty  or  tax,  we  shrink  from  furni.shing 
no  number  of  men  that  may  be  called  for,  but  we 
do  ask  that  in  the  imposition  of  taxes  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  there  shall  be  equality,  and  that 
the  burden  shall  fall  alike  upon  all  sections. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Chairinan,  this  direct 
tax  is  a  constitutional  tax  apportioned,  as  the 
(rumers  of  the  Constitution  believed,  in  the  most 
(rqual  manner  possible.  When  you  have  reached 
the  last  section  prior  to  this  of  the  bill  before  us, 
you  will  have  gathered  up  all  the  property,  save 
real  estate,  and  business  of  the  country  and  taxed 
it  alike,  so  tiiat  persona  and  landed  estates  are 
all  that  there  is  left  to  be  taxed.  The  land  of 
Iowa  or  Illinois  is  worth  more  than  any  two  or 
three  States  of  New  England,  and  perhaps  four 
or  five  times  that  of  Vermont,  and  yet  Iowa  will 
be  taxed  in  [)roportion  to  the  number.s  of  her  peo- 
jije,  or  twice  that  of  Vermont  and  half  that  of 
Massachusetts.  All  the  manufactures,  trades, 
and  professions  arc  everywhere  equally  taxed. 
All  the  property  represented  in  banks,  insurance 
itnd  other  companies  ia  taxed  alike.  In  the  con- 
tuimption  of  merchandise  all  pay  in  proportion  to 
wlini  ilipy  cotiHume,  ijutnil  do  i.e.;  :'.""">me  alike. 


Newly  settled  States  never  consume  as  much  of 
the  costlier  manufactures  asdo  older  States.  They 
make  more  inoney,  but  they  expend  upon  per- 
manent improvements,  buildings,  fences,  and 
stock.  Even  in  the  matterof  consumption  eastern 
States  are  most  heavily  taxed. 

My  own  State  not  being  according  to  the  cen- 
sus quite  entitled  to  three  members — obtaining 
one  upon  a  fraction — will  really  be  required  to 
pay  more  than  it  ought  to  pay  upon  actual  num- 
bers. That  is  unequal.  We  have  not  increased 
since  1860,  nor  much  since  1850.  In  fact,  the  at- 
tractions of  the  West  to  our  people  are  so  great 
that  it  entirely  drains  us  of  all  our  increase  of 
population,  and  our  young  men  moving  away 
leaves  a  less  number  fit  for  military  service  be- 
tween the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  than  we 
find  in  western  States.  It  is  our  misfortune,  not 
our  fault.  But  Iowa  has  increased  largely  in  num- 
bers since  1860,  and  the  inequality  is  that  her  bur- 
den is  not  increased  when  in  fact  it  should  be. 

I  should  not  have  argued  this  matter  if  it  had 
not  been  alluded  to  by  other  gentlemen.  I  think 
the  tax  bill  is  as  equal. as  any  can  be,  but  none 
can  be  entirely  so.  A  direct  tax  by  itself  might 
be  open  to  some  criticism,  but  in  connection  with 
this  itrternal  revenue  bill — after  you  have  taxed 
accumulated  property  from  which  any  gain,  profit, 
or  income  is  derived,  in  all  possible  shapes — it 
seems  to  be  aboutas  equal  as  anything  can  be. 

In  relation  to  the  number  of  troops  furnished 
by  Iowa  beyond  the  amount  called  for,  my  own 
State,  Vermont,  has  also  furnished  nearly  two 
thousand  beyond  her  quota,  and  they  have  long 
been  in  service.  All  these  men  receive  half  as 
much  and  more  pay  from  the  State  as  they  receive 
from  the  General  Government. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  lien  we  obtain  upon 
the  real  estate  of  rebels  through  the  operation  of 
the  direct  tax  is  worthy  of  our  serious  attention. 
The  title  to  property  sold  under  such  a  law  is 
regarded  of  a  higher  character  than  any  other, 
and  purchasers  will  pay  more  for  lands  so  pur- 
chased than  for  lands  confiscated  in  any  other 
way  that  it  is  possible  to  devise.  We  shall  in 
this  way  place  larger  sums  in  the  Treasury  and 
mete  out  justice  to  those  who  have  so  richly 
merited  it.  We  can  hardly  afford  to  part  with 
this  section  of  the  bill.  It  rounds  off  and  com- 
pletes the  subject. 

Mr.  PIKE.  The  gentleman  from  Iowa  has 
spoken  of  the  population  of  his  own  State.  Let 
me  say  in  relation  to  Maine  that  v.'e  have  five 
Representatives  to  $190,000,000  of  valuation, 
making  our  State  just  about  on  a  par  with  Iowa. 

Mr.  WILSON.  That  does  not  do  away  with 
the  inequality.  If  the  gentleman  from  iMaine 
votes  to  keep  this  section  in  the  bill  he  will  be 
voting  to  impose  an  unequal  burden  of  taxation 
upon  the  people  he  represents.  I  now  withdraw 
my  amendment. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  renew  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa.  I  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  who  speaks  of 
the  inequality  of  this  tax,  to  some  facts, and  I  do 
it  with  no  disposition  to  make  any  invidious  com- 
parison between  tlie  amounts  paid  by  dilTerent 
States.  But  the  gentleman  forgets  that  he  has  been 
at  work  and  that  we  have  all  been  at  work  here 
in  making  a  law  that  is  most  unequal  upon  the 
different  States. 

The  gentleman  compares  his  State  to  the  States 
of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  and  yet  for  the 
first  ten  months  under  the  present  law  the  States 
of  Connecticut  and  Rhodelsland  paid  aboutfour 
times  as  much  tax  as  Iowa.  The  State  of  Iowa 
paid  but  $285,962  71,  while  the  States  of  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  Island  paid  $2,379,565  27. 
Now,  sir,  my  friend  from  Iowa  may  say  that  his 
cdiistituents  pay  back  a  ]iortion  of  that  lax  to  the 
people  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  but 
there  are  just  as  many  men  in  the  States  of  Con- 
necticut and  Rhod(;  Island  who  have  to  pay  this 
tax  on  all  they  use  and  consume  as  there  are  in 
Iowa.  In  each  of  the  six  districts  in  Connecti- 
cut and  Rhode  Island  there  are  j^ist  as  many  men 
as  there  are  in  the  six  districts  in  Iowa  that  have 
to  pay  this  tax. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  state  in  reply  that  not 
only  have  the  people  of  the  six  districts  of  Iowa 
been  paying  back  a  part  of  the  tax  which  the  jjeo- 
ple  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  have  paid, 
but  the  people  of  every  district  in  the  United 
States  have  biren  paying  it  back. 


Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman 
was  comparing  the  burden  imposed  upon  his  own 
State  with  that  imposed  upon  the  States  of  Con- 
necticutand  Rhode  Island.  1  am  not  undertaking 
to  make  any  invidious  comparisons.  I  know  that 
his  State  does  not  produce  as  much  as  Connecti- 
cut and  Rhode  Island,  or  as  Massachusetts  does. 
Why,  my  single  district  in  Massachusetts  pays 
double  the  tax  that  the  whole  State  of  Iowa  lioes, 
and  yet  there  are  as  many  men  in  my  district  who 
consume  these  articles  and  have  to  pay  this  tax 
as  there  are  in  the  gentleman's  district,  and  there 
are  six  times  as  tnany  men  in  the  gentleman's 
State  to  divide  that  tax  among  as  there  are  in  my 
single  district.  You  cannot  make  it  equal,  but  here 
is  an  approximation  to  equality  proposed  by  this 
direct  tax,  and  to  that  extentmore  equal  than  any 
other  provision  of  the  bill.  It  is  not  entirely  equal, 
but  not  any  single  provision  for  a  tax  in  the  bill 
approximates  to  equality  so  much  as  this  direct 
tax  does,  and  the  first  attempt  to  approxiinate  to 
equality  makes  my  friend  from  Iowa  cry  out.  1 
know  it  will  be  hard  upon  his  Slate  and  upon  all 
the  western  States.  I  am  not  here  to  say  that 
they  are  rich;  but  for  God's  sake  give  Massa- 
chusetts the  broad  prairies  of  Iowa,  these  mag- 
nificent domains,  every  acre  of  which  is  as  large 
as  ten  acres  of  Massachusetts,  [laughter;]  give 
her  them,  and  we  will  pay  your  taxes.  We  have 
nothing  but  ice  and  granite  in  Massachusetts, 
while  every  acre  in  Iowa,  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach,  is  equal  to  the  domains  that  Satan  showed 
of  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  in  the  olden  times. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  have  only  to  say  in  reply, 
give  Iowa  the  capital  of  Massachusetts,  and  we 
will  pay  your  taxes. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.HOLMAN.  1  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  one  hundred  and  nine- 
teenth section  of  the  act  of  July  1,  1862,  which 
provides  that  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  increased  rates  of  irnposts  to  pay  in- 
terest on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  August  5, 1861,  as.imposes  a  direct  tax 
of  $20,000,000  on  the  United  States,  shall  be  held 
to  authorize  the  levy  and  collection  of  one  tax  to 
that  amount,  and  that  no  other  tax  shall  be  levied 
under  and  by  virtue  thereof  till  the  1st  of  April, 
1865,  when  the  same  shall  be  in  full  force  and 
effect.  It  will  be  understood  that  that  section  is 
itself  repealed  already  by  the  section  adopted  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  so 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  may  well 
move  to  strike  out  the  pending  section. 

Mr.  DAWES.     1  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  now  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  one  hundred  and  seventy-third 
section, and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

And  he  it  furlher  enacted,  That  the  one  hundred  and 
nineteenth  section  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
internal  reveiuie  to  support  the  Government,  and  lo  pay 
interest  on  the  public  debt,"  approved  July  1,  186'.J,  shall 
remain  in  full  force.  » 

It  is  manifest  that  this  ought  to  come  in  as  a 
proviso  to  the  section  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
fromVermont.  If  there  ever  was  a  solemn  assur- 
ance made  by  the  House  it  was  in  the  adoption 
of  that  section  of  the  act  of  1st  July  ,1862,  for  the 
suspension  of  the  direct  tax  for  two  years.  It 
was  deeined  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  the  internal  revenue  bill  then  under  consid- 
eration should  pass  with  such  unanimity  as  to 
give  it  the  greatest  degree  of  moral  force;  and  that 
point — the  suspension  of  the  direct  tax  for  two 
years — was  conceded  as  a  fair  compromise.  The 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  others,  viewed  it  certainly  in 
that  light  as  a  fair  comproinise  measure. 

Now,  I  wish  to  say  that  if  we  expect  this  meas- 
ure to  pass  with  unanimity,  as  it  ought  to,  we 
must  adopt  a  principle  of  taxation  which  imposes 
duties  on  the  property  of  the  country  and  not  on 
the  persons.  Property  is  the  legitimate  subject 
of  taxation  in  ourrcpublican  form  of  governnnnit. 
The  nature  of  thing^requircs  tiiat  taxation  should 
be  levied  on  the  property  and  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try, while  the  principle  of  this  direct  tax  imposes 
it  on  persons. 

Mr.  KING.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been  a 
listener  during  the  whole  progress  of  this  bill,  and 
liave  intended  all  the  while  to  vote  for  it,  because 
I  see  very  clearly  and  know  that  this  Government 
cannot  be  sustained  in  the  emergency  in  whicii  it 
ia  now  placed  unless  we  iiuve  revenue.     But  I  arn 
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decidedly  opposed  to  the  last  section  of  tills  bill. 
Tlie  difficulty  struck  me  at  the  time  wlien  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Morrill]  was  offered,  whicli  in  effect  repeals  the 
act  of  1862.  It  repeals,  also,  of  course,  the  one 
hundred  and  nineteenth  section;  and  that  section 
operates  as  a  prohibition  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  act  of  1861  until  April,  1865.  But  the  effect 
of  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  is  to  leave  the  same  burdens 
upon  us  under  the  act'of  1861. 

1  look  upon  it  precisely  as  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  does.  As  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  has  been 
already  adopted,  there  is  no  way  to  remedy 
that  except  by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  If  that 
is  not  done,  we  must  look  to  see  this  direct  tax 
enforced,  not,  as  the  gentleman  would  intimate, 
on  the  rebellious  States,  but  on  the  loyal  States. 
That  was  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  that  this  must  be  main- 
tained, because  we  must  hold  our  grip  on  tlie  re- 
bellious States.  If  it  were  to  operate  entirely  on 
these  rebellious  States,!  do  notknow  that  I  would 
say  a  word  against  it.  But  I  am  opposed  to  Mis- 
souri having  to  pay  $800,000  this  year  in  order 
that  we  may  hold  on,  not  to  our  grip,  for  we  have 
none,  but  to  our  pretensions  to  recover  taxes  from 
these  rebellious  States. 

And  so  it  is  v;ith  all  the  States  in  the  West. 
The  taxes  are  to  be  levied  as  I  understand  upon 
real  estate,  and  you  will  sell  out  every  man  in 
the  United  States  who  owns  forty  acres  of  land 
in  order  to  do  it.  I  want  this  House  to  remem- 
ber that  when  this  act  of  1861  was  passed  we 
owned  one  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  slaves, 
according  to  the  census,  and  you  have  stripped 
us  of  all  of  them.  You  have  stripped  us  of 
$50,000,000  worth  of  property;  wehave  been  bear- 
ing the  brunt  of  the  war  as  one  of  the  border  States; 
we  have  already  laid  out  $3,000,000  in  support- 
ing this  war,  which  we  have  not  yet  got  back. 
Our  State  is  pressed  in  every  way,  and  notwith- 
standing the  law  passed  fully  postponing  this  tax 
against  us  until  1865,  we  are  to  pay,  in  addition 
to  the  internal  revenue  that  has  been  levied  upon 
us  by  the  bill  under  consideration,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  this 
year  as  a  direct  tax  upon  our  real  estate.  I  can- 
not sanction  an  idea  of  that  kind  with  a  view  of 
holding  on  to  our  grip,  as  the  gentleman  says,  on 
the  rebellious  States.  I  do  not  see  at  any  rate 
how  gentlemen  can  claim  the  right  to  tax  these 
States  wliile  holding  the  position  that  they  are 
foreign  States  and  aliens.  If  that  is  their  posi- 
tion we  have  no  rigl'.t  to  tax  them;  they  must  be 
treated  as  foreign  nations. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  wish  to  say  that  upon  look- 
ing at,  the  repealing  law  which  has  just  been 
passed,  I  will  accept  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  as  a  part  of 
my  amendment. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BLAINE.  I  submit  the  following  amend- 
ment, Mr.  Chairman,  as  an  additional  section  to 
the  bill: 

Sec.  174.  And  ht  it  furllicr  -enacted,  That  the  tax  levied 
ill  .'section  iiiiiety-tlirec  shall  not  he  held  toapply  to  vessels 
piripelled  exclusively  by  sails. 

The  clauses  of  section  ninety-three  to  which  my 
amendment  refers  impose  a  tax  of  two  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  on  "  all  ships,  barks,  brigs,  schooners, 
sloops,  sail-boats,  steamboats,  and  canal-boats, 
when  built,"  and  a  similar  tax  upon  all  subse- 
quent repairs  made  to  sucli  vessels.  The  purport 
and  scope  of  my  amendment  will  therefore  be  at 
once  manifest,  and  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
House  for  the  few  minutes  that  I  shall  consume 
in  explaining  it  and  urging  its  adoption. 

To-day,  in  the  Hhip-building  region  whicli  I  in 
part  represent,  it  will  cost  from  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  ten  tliousand  dollars  to  build  and 
complete  a  sliip  of  one  tliousand  tons.  The  same 
ship  could  be  built  in  tlie  adjoining  province  of 
New  Brunswick  for  from  sixty  to  seventy  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  as  soan  as  it  is  ready  for  sea 
the  British  bottom  comes  into  f)ur  American  ports 
to  compete  with  our  own  vessels  for  our  foreign 
trade.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  placing  a  direct 
ad  valorem  tax  on  our  ships  you  impose  a  burden 
without  giving  any  opportunity  for  protection  or 
remuneration.  In  this  respect  ilie  tax  i«  different 


from  almost  every  other  one  in  the  entire  bill  un- 
der consideration.  Indeed,  I  hazard  little  in  say- 
ing that  you  might  search  in  vain  foran  analogous 
tax  in  the  whole  two  hundred  and  sixteen  pages 
of  the  act.  In  every  other  instance  where  you 
impose  an  internal  duty  on  a  trade  or  business, 
you  so  adjust  your  external  duties  as  to  give  pro- 
tection to  the  party  taxed,  and  afford  him  facili- 
ties to  remuneriftte  himself.  But  in  the  case  of 
ships  you  impose  this  tax  and  send  them  forth  to 
compete  with  the  cheaper-built  vessels  of  other 
nations,  at  the  same  time  admitting  those  cheaper 
vessels  to  a  full  and  equal  participation  in  the  for- 
eign trade  of  our  own  country.  How  can  we  ex- 
pect American  commerce  to  maintain  itself  under 
such  exactions  and  injurious  discriminations.' 

I  am  not  pleading,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  ship- 
building interest  should  be  exempt  from  taxation, 
and  I  maintain  that  without  this  two  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  tax  it  bears  its  equitable  and  full  share  of 
the  general  burden.  Why,  justlook  at  the  facts. 
Sir,  to-day  nearly  everything  that  enters  into  the 
construction  and  outfit  of  a  ship  is  very  lieavily 
taxed.  The  iron,  the  copper,  the  sails,  the  rig- 
ging, the  plumbing,  the  pumps,  the  chains,  the 
cables,  the  anchors,  the  painting,  the  caulking, 
all  pay  an  average  tax  of  five  per  cent,  under  this 
very  bill,  and  in  addition  to  all  this  it  is  proposed, 
after  these  high-taxed  materials  are  gathered  to- 
gether and  by  skilled  workmen  wrought  into  a 
ship,  to  tax  the  whole  of  them  two  per  cent,  mak- 
ing a  tax  of  $2,000  on  a  ship  of  a  thousand  tons. 
1  submit  that  the  tax  if  laid  is  a  tax  on  labor; 
the  materials  are  already  taxed  and  taxed  fully, 
and  this  additional  two  jier  cent,  is  absolutely 
levied  upon  the  skilled  mechanics  who  put  those 
materials  together. 

Ships  are  included  in  this  bill  in  the  same  sec- 
tion with  manvfactures.  In  the  original  internal 
revenue  bill  ships  were  not  specifically  mentioned, 
but  in  some  districts  a  tax  was  assessed  on  them 
under  the  section  including  "all  manufactures." 
But  the  able  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue, 
now  an  honored  member  of  this  House,  [Mr. 
Boutwell,]  ruled  very  wisely,  in  my  judgment, 
that  a  ship  was  not  properly  or  technically  aniaTi- 
ufacture.  The  building  of  it  involves  numerous 
manufactures,  but  the  ship  itself  is  a  structure  and 
should  no  more  be  reckoned  a  manufacture  than 
a  house  orhlock  of  stores  should  be,  and  hence  the 
Commissioner  decided  that  ships  were  not  sub- 
ject to  the  tax.  A  veiy  wise  decision,  I  think, 
and  one  which  logically  involves  the  conclusion 
which  is  embodied  in  my  amendment.  And  I  am 
very  s^ure,  sir,  that  my  honorable  friend  from 
Massachusetts  still  holds  this  view.  [Mr.  Bout- 
well  nodded  assent.] 

It  is  a  great  mistake,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  assume 
that  the  shipping  interest  is  in  a  prosperous  state. 
I  am  aware  that  some  persons  engaged  in  navi- 
gation have  made  large  profits  during  the  past 
three  years,  btit  as  a  whole  American  shipping 
has  gi-eatly  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  war. 
I  do  not  think  I  exaggerate  when  I  say  that  within 
the  last  year  a  much  larger  number  of  American 
vessels  have  been  changed  to  British  registers 
than  have  been  launched  from  northern  ship- 
yards. The  very  high  price  of  material,  the  scar- 
city and  the  cost  of  labor  render  the  production  of 
ships  exceedingly  expensive,  and  such  pirates 
as  the  Alabama  make  their  sailing  very  unsafe. 
With  all  these  obstacles,  discouragements,  and 
risks  to  contend  against,  the  shipping  interest 
may,  I  think,  with  fairness  and  with  emphasis 
ask  to  be  exempted  from  this  extra  burden  of  two 
per  cent.  I  know  the  tax  has  the  high  sanction 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  re- 
ported it,  and  it  has  the  additional  approval  of 
having  been  adopted  by  this  House.  But  lam  sure, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  no  one  here  desires  to  inflict  a 
blow  upon  our  foreign  commerce;  and  in  the  belief 
that  the  subject  has  not  been  fully  canvassed  and 
considered,  1  have  ventured  to  offer  my  amend- 
ment, and  suggest  these  reasons  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  BLAINE  demanded  tellers  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Blaine, and 
Steele  of  New  Jersey,  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  seventy-two,  noes  not  counted. 

bo  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  KASSON.  1  move  to  add  the  following 
as  an  additional  section: 

.'])!(/  hi'  ilfui.ili.cr  ettacled,  That  where  any  tax  or  duly  'i* 


imposed  by  law,  and  the  mode  or  time  of  assessment  or 
collection  is  not  therein  provided,  the  same  shall  be  estah- 
lislied  by  regulation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  'I'reariury,  and 
when  so  established,  sliall  have  the  force  ainj  etiectof  law, 
and  all  other  provisions  of  law  having  relation  thereto  shall 
be  applied  accordingly. 

I  will  say  for  the  information  of  the  committee 
that  in  some  cases  where  articles  have  been  added 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  we  have  not  spe- 
cified as  in  other  cases  the  time  and  mode  of  col- 
lection, and  some  general  provision  like  this  is 
necessary  in  order  to  make  all  portions  of  the 
measure  harmonize. 

Ml-.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, lam  opposed  to  the  amendment.  I  do  not  like 
to  delegate  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  any- 
thingso  important.  Itseems  to  be  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  that  we  shall  confer  power 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  do  all  that 
Congress  has  not  done.  When  the  people  are  to 
be  taxed,  I  want  it  to  be  done  by  their  own  Rep- 
resentatives, and  not  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  move  to  strike  out  so  much 
of  the  amendment  as  provides  that  the  regulation 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  have  the 
force  and  effect  of  law. 

Mr.  KASSON.  There  are  certain  articles 
which  are  taxed  in  reference  to  time,  and  this 
provision  is  necessary. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.    I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  renew  it.  This  Congress 
has  no  right  to  confer  legislative  powers  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  tell  what  shall  and 
wliat  shall  not  be  law.  The  whole  thing  is  absurd. 

The  amendment  to  theamendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  will  withdraw  the  latter  part  of  his  amend- 
ment, which  provides  that  the  regulation  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  have  the  force 
and  effect  of  law. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  modify  my  amendment  in 
that  way. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  the  following  to  come  in 
as  an  additional  section: 

Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this  hill  shall  be  and  re- 
main in  force  only  until  the  1st  day  of  June,  1866. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  reason  why  I  offer  that 
amendment  is  simply  this:  by  the  1st  of  June, 
1866,  we  may  have  a  change  of  Administration, 
and  the  time  may  come  when  we  will  reach  an- 
other conclusion  in  reference  to  this  tax  bill.  We 
cannot  then  have  the  voice  ofthe  people  ex  pressed, 
because  the  Senate  will  defeat  all  of  our  meas- 
ures. I  hope  by  that  time  that  the  war  will  be 
over  and  the  burdens  of  taxation  decreased,  and 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  we  will  insert  a  provision 
by  which  this  proposed  law  will  expire  by  ita 
own  limitation. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  by  unanimous  consent,  indi- 
cated verbal  mistakes  and  errors  of  punctuation 
in  the  bill,  which  were  severally  corrected. 

Mr.KALBFLElSCH,by  unanimous  consent, 
was  allowed  to  go  back  and  move  the  following 
amendment: 

Insert  "or  any  office  inider  the  Government;"  so  that 
it  will  read : 

Siic.  35.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  each  and  every 
collector,  or  his  deputy,  who  shall  exercise  or  be  guilty  of 
any  extortion  or  willful  oppression,  under  color  of  law,  or 
shall  knowingly  demand  other  or  greater  sums  than  shall 
be  authorized  by  law,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding double  the  amount  of  damages  accruing  to  the 
party  injured,  to  be  recovered  by  and  for  the  use  of  the 
party  injured,  with  costs  of  suit,  and  shall  be  dismissed 
from  office,  and  be  disqualified  from  lioldiiigsuch  office,  or 
any  office  under  tl»e  Government,  thercaller;  and  each  and 
every  collector,  or  his  deputies,  shall  give  receipts  for  all 
sums  by  them  collected. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Let  me  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  has  the  matter  of  penal- 
ties under  his  charge,  and  will  move  a  general 
provision  covering  all  of  these  cases. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  do  not  see  what  ob- 
jection  there  can  be  to  my  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  With  the  consent  of  the 
committee,  1  desire  to  go  back  to  page  13.3,  sec- 
tion ninety-five,  and  offer  an  amendment  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  an  omission.  That  section 
exempts  fjom  duty  timber  partially  wrought  and 
unfinished  for  cliairs,  tubs,  pails,  luibs,  Sfiokes, 
&c.  1  desire  to  move  to  amend  by  inserting  after 
"sipokts"  the  words  "wagon-hubs  and  shafts." 
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No  objection  being  made,  the  amendment  was 
received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  ask  now,  since  we  liave 
commenced  to  go  baci<,  that  we  shall  do  it  in  the 
regular  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  A  single  verbal  amendment 
more,  and  I  will  yield  to  that  suggestion.  In  line 
three,  page  135,  in  the  section  in  reference  to 
brokers,  the  words  "sterling  exchange"  are  used. 
They  should  be  "  foreign  exchange."  I  move 
that  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  the  same  section,  in  line 
twenty-four,  1  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"sterling  exchange"  and  insert  "foreign  ex- 
change." 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Also,  in  line  thirty-six,  1 
move  the  same  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
move  to  amend  section  ninety-one,  in  line  one 
hundred  and  eighteen,  where  provision  is  made 
for  duty  on  candy,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  sold"  the  words  "  by  the  box,  package,  or." 

No  objection  being  made,  tlie  amendment  was 
received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YEAMAN.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
go  back  to  section  eighty-nine,  page  112,  where 
[Provision  is  made  that  manufactured  tobacco, 
snuft',  or  cigars  may  be  transferred,  without  pay- 
ment of  the  duty,  directly  from  the  place  of  man- 
ufacture to  a  bonded  warehouse  established  in 
conformity  with  law,  &c.,  in  order  to  amend  by 
inserting  after  the  word"  manufacture"  tlie  words 
"or  place  of  stenftming,"  and  also  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "  warehouse"  in  a  subsequent  part 
of  the  section,  line  forty-four,  the  same  words. 

No  objection  being  made  to  going  back,  the 
amendment  was  received. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  It  strikes  me  the  United 
States  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  place  of  stem- 
ming, and  if  I  understtyid  the  amendment,  1  am 
o])posed  to  it. 

Mr.  YEAMAN.  I  can  explain  the  reason  for 
theamendment.  Thcgentleman  will  observe  that 
on  page  131  stemmed  tobacco  is  included  among 
the  kinds  of  tobacco  which  are  subject  to  a  duty 
of  thirty  cents  a  pound.  In  the  section  whicli  I 
propose  to  amend  a  drawback  is  allowed  upon 
manufactured  tobacco,  snuff,  and  cigars.  But  this 
tobacco,  not  being  manufactured,  is  stemmed  and 
put  away  in  hogsheads,  in  sheds  and  tobacco 
iiouses  on  the  farms  and  plantations.  Now  this 
section  provides  that  tobacco  may  be  brought 
from  the  place  of  manufacture  to  the  bonded  ware- 
house for  the  purpose  of  exportation ;  but  stemmed 
tobacco  not  being  deemed  manufactured,  cannot 
Ije  so  removed.  My  amendment  is  to  remedy  that 
defect,  so  that  stemmed  tobacco  may  be  brought 
to  those  bonded  warehouses  for  the  purpose  of 
exportation. 

In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  I 
will  say  that  the  place  of  stemming  can  be  ascer- 
tained just  as  easily  as  the  place  of  manufacture. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  think  there  will  be  no 
practical  difficulty  in  the  execution  of  the  law  as 
it  now  stands.  1  trust  the  amendment  will  not 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  KING.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  con- 
sidering this  section  we  inserted  after  the  words 
"  manufactured  tolnicco"  the  words  "  stemmed 
tobacco."  Now  the  words  proposed  to  be  in- 
serted by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  refer  to 
the  words  "  stemmed  tobacco,"  i^nd  provide  that 
it  may  be  removed  from  the  place  of  stemming  to 
these  bonded  warehouses. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  will  listen,  I  can  satisfy  him  that  what 
he  desires  is  already  secured  by  the  law.  On 
page  131  stemmed  tobacco  is  taxed  thirty  cents, 
and  all  the  varieties  enumerated  and  taxed  in  that 
.section  are  made  a  manufacture  by  the  law  itself. 
It  is  not  a  question  whether  it  is  a  manufacture 
or  «iot,  Ijecause  it  is  made  a  manufacture  by  the 
law  for  the  purpose  of  taxation.  Now  on  page 
112,  in  the  section  the  geiilhiman  proposes  to 
amend,  it  is  provided  that  manufactured  tobacco — 
and  that  includes  stemmed  tobacco — may  be  re- 
moved from  the  place  of  manufacture  to  a  bonded 
warehouse.  Therefore  1  understarul  the  gentle- 
man's object  is  already  secured  by  the  necessary 
fKiiHiiiiriioii  Id  lifi^ivi'M  to  the  law. 


Mr.  YEAMAN.  I  desired  to  cure  all  doubt 
upon  the  subject. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BEAMAN.  Now  that  we  are  upon  the 
subject  of  tobacco  I  hope  that  the  tax  of  .thirty 
cents  imposed  in  section  ninety-three  upon  cav- 
endish, plug,  twist,&c.,  will  be  increased  to  thirty- 
five  cents,  so  as  to  make  it  corresjiond  with  the 
duty  imposed  on  cut  tobacco  in  the  next  clause. 

Mr.  FENTON.  As  the  object  of  this  is  to 
change  the  tax  on  plug,  twist,  cavendish,  and 
manufactured  tobacco  not  otherwise  provided  for, 
to  the  same  tax  which  is  placed  upon  fine-cut,  I 
hope  it  will  prevail. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  As  the  committee  have 
already  passed  upon  that  subject,  I  object  to  go- 
ing back. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  objection  comes  too 
late,  as  the  Chair  asked  if  there  was  any  objec- 
tion to  the  introduction  of  the  amendment,  and 
the  Chair  heard  none. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  objected  as  soon  as  I 
could  ascertain  what  the  amendment  was. 

Mr.  BEAMAN  demanded  tellers  on  his  amend- 
ment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  BcAMANand 
J.  C.  Allen  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  56,  noes  37. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  one 
hundred  and  thirteenth  section,  on  page  154, 
which  is  as  follows: 

Sec.  113.  ^Jirf  ier7/iiriAcr  cnacieif,  That  all  articles  upon 
whicli  duties  are  imposed  by  the  provisions  of  tliis  act, 
which  sliall  be  found  In  the  possession  of  any  person  or 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  being  sold  by  such  person  or  per- 
sons in  fraud  thereof  and  with  the  design  to  avoid  payment 
of  said  duties,  may  be  seized  by  any  collector  or  deputy 
collector  who  shall  have  reason  to  lielieve  that  the  same 
are  possessed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  the  same  shall 
be  forfeited  to  the  United  States.  And  the  proceedings  to 
enforce  said  forfeiture  slial!  be  in  the  nature  of  a  proceed- 
ing in  rem  in  the  circuit  or  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  where  such  seizure  Is  made,  or  in 
any  other  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  And  any  per- 
son who  shall  have  in  his  possession  any  such  articles  for 
the  purpose  of  selling  Uie  same,  with  the  design  of  avoid- 
ing payment  of  the  duties  ijiiposed  thereon  by  this  act,  shall 
be  liaiilc  to  a  penalty  of  $100,  to  be  recovered  as  hereinbe- 
fore provided. 

That  is  already  included  in  section  forty-seven. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  will  now 
go  back  to  page  97,  where  a  section  was  reserved. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Michigan.  There  were 
two  amendments  made  on  page  209.  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  go  back  to  that 
point  to  make  a  further  amendment. 

Several  Members  objected  to  going  back. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Michigan.  I  desire  simply 
to  correct  a  mistake. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Objection  is  made;  and 
the  Chair  has  no  control  over  the  matter. 

Mr.  KASSON.  On  pages  27  and  28  there  was 
a  section  reserved. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  suggest  that  we  commence 
in  order.  I  hope  the  committee  will,  allow  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  to  pro- 
ceed with  all  his  amendments,  as  they  relate  to 
the  same  subject,  and  some  of  tliem  come  before 
and  others  after  sections  relating  to  other  subjects 
which  have  been  reserved. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  state 
what  are  those  clauses. > 

Mr.  MORRILL.  They  are  in  relation  to  mak- 
ing the  penalties  uniform  throughout  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  desire  to  go  back  for  a 
moment  to  another  part  of  the  bill;  and  let  me 
make  a  statement  first. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Michigan.     I  object. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  1  merely  wish  to  correct 
an  error  which  we  have  inadvertently  fallen  into. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  That  was 
all  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Baldwin] 
proposed  to  do. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  that  both  gentlemen 
may  be  allowed  to  go  back. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  It  is  too  long  a  bill  to 
go  back  on. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Objection  is  made  to  going 
back. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed 
to  state  my  (iroposition. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  no  control 
over  the  mailer. 


Mr.  HOTCHKISS.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  will  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  of  Michigan.  1  cannot  do 
so.  I  asked  the  same  privilege  a  moment  ago  and 
it  was  denied  me. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  have  a  number  of 
amendments  to  offer  relating  to  the  question  of 
penalties. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Is  it  understood  to  be  theorder 
of  the  committee  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
shall  proceed  with  his  amendments  first? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understands 
that  that  is  the  first  question  reserved  by  the 
committee.  Is  there  objection  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  offering  all  his  amendments  seriatim? 
The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  RADFORD.  1  ask  consent  to  offer  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  HOTCHKISS.     I  object. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  On  page  8,  section 
eight,  I  move  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"appointed,"  in  line  twenty-eight,  down  to  the 
end  of  the  section,  as  follows: 

And  every  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  acting  in  the 
said  office  without  having  taken  the  said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  forfeit  and  pay  $100,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof^  to 
him  who  shall  lirst  sue  for  the  same,  with  costs  of  suit. 

I  would  say  before  the  vote  is  taken  on  that 
amendment,  that  I  propose  in  a  great  many  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  to  strike  out  the  penalties  where 
they  are  isolated  and  connected  with  other  mat- 
ters to  which  they  are  not  pertinent,  and  to 
collect  all  the  penalties  together  in  a  single  sec- 
tion. I  shall  proceed  with  as  much  order  as  I 
can  in  striking  out,  but  it  may  be  that  some  time 
will  elapse  before  I  shall  be  able  to  reunite  the 
penalties  in  a  single  section. 

Mr.  MORRILL  I  suggest  to  my  colleague 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pendleton]  that  he  allow  the 
sections  to  be  read  from  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  will  send  up  to  the 
Clerk's  desk  the  different  parts  of  sections  pro- 
posed to  be  struck  out,  and  the  section  which  I 
propose  to  have  offered  as  a  substitute  for  them. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  parts  of  sections 
proposed  to  be  struck  out. 

Strike  out  from  section  eight  the  following: 

And  every  assessoror  assistant  assessoractinginthc  said 
office  without  having  taken  the  said  oath  or  affirmation 
sliall  forfeit  and  pay  $100,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  him  who 
shall  first  sue  for  the  same,  witli  costs  of  suit. 

Strike  out  from  section  nineteen  the  following: 
And  if  any  assistant  assessor  shall  fail  to  perforin  any 
duty  assigned  by  this  act  within  the  time  prescribed  liyhis 
precept,  warrant,  or  other  legal  instructions,  not  being  pre- 
vented therefrom  by  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  acci- 
dent, every  such  assistant  assessor  shall  be  discharged 
from  office,  and  shall,  moreover,  forfeit  and  pay  $'200,  to  be 
recovered  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  with  costs  of 
suit. 

Strike  out  from  section  twenty-one  the  follow- 
ing: 

And  in  default  of  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined 
upon  assessors  by  this  section  they  shall  severally  and  in- 
dividually forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  $500  to  tlie  use  of  the 
United  States,  and,  moreover,  shall  forfeit  their  compensa- 
tion as  assessors.  And  in  case  it  shall  be  found  or  discov- 
ered by  any  assessor  that  the  annual  list  so  furnished  to 
the  proper  collector,  as  aforesaid,  is  imperfect  or  incom- 
plete, owing  to  the  names  of  persons,  lirms,  corporations, 
or  objects  liable  to  tax  or  duty  being  omitted  therefrom, 
the  said  assessor  may,  from  time  to  time,  at  any  time  there- 
after, enter  on  his  special  lists  all  such  objects  of  duly  or 
taxation,  with  the  names  of  persons  owning  oriiaving  the 
care  or  superintendence  of  property  lying  witliin  said  dis- 
trict liable  to  said  ta.v  or  duty,  or  engaged  in  any  business 
or  pursuit  requiring  a  license,  with  the  sums  payable  by 
each,  as  he  shall  discover  to  have  been  omitted  as  afore- 
said ;  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  obtain  and  be  had 
with  respect  to  such  objects  of  duty  or  tax  as  are  by  tliia 
act  required  in  respect  to  objects  of  duly  or  taxes,  and  per- 
sons liable  to  tax  regularly  entered  and  returned  on  any 
special  lists:  Provided,  That  the  oltice  or  principal  place 
of  business  of  the  said  assessor  shall  be  always  open  when 
he  is  not  necessarily  absent  therefrom  during  the  business 
hours  of  each  day,  for  the  hearing  of  appeals  by  parties 
who  shall  appear  voluntarily  before  him:  Provided  fur- 
ther, That  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Internal  Revenue  to  exonerate  any  assessor,  as  aforesaid, 
from  forfeitures,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  lo  liiiii  shall  ap- 
pear just  and  equitable. 

And  insert  at  the  end  of  section  thirty-one  the 
following: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  every  assessor  or  assist- 
ant asBCseor  who  shall'cnter  upon  and  perform  the  duties 
of  his  office  without  having  taken  the  oath  or  alfirmation 
prescribed  by  this  act,  or  who  shall  fail  to  perform  any  of 
the  duties  prescribed  by  this  act,  at  times  and  In  the  man- 
ner liercin  designated,  not  being  prevented  by  sickness  or 
other  unavoidable  accident,  or  who  Hliall  knowingly  make 
any  false  or  frnnduleni  li«t  or  viiliiHllon  or  nsseHsment,  Or 
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Bhall  demand  or  receive  any  compensation,  fee,  or  reward, 
otlmr  tlian  tliose  provided  for  herein,  for  the  performance 
of  any  duty,  or  shall  be  guilty  of  extortion  or  willful  op- 
pression in  oflice,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  in  any  circuit 
or  dislriot  court  of  the  United  States  having~juri?diction 
thereof,  he  suliject  to  a  tine  of  (t>'500,  and  to  a  forfeiture  of 
compcnsaiioii  as  assessor  or  assistant  assessor,  or  to  be  im- 
prisoned lor  one  year,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court, 
and  shall  he  disniisscd  from  office,  and  shalt  be  forever  dis- 
qualified from  holding  any  office  under  the  internal  revenue 
laws.  And  half  of  the  fine  so  imposed  shall  be  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  half  for  the  use  of  the 
informer,  who  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  judgment  of  the 
court.  And  the  said  court  shall  also  render  judgment  against 
the  said  assessoror  assistantassessor  fordonble  the  amount 
of  damages  sustained,  in  favor  of  flic  party  injured,  to  be 
collected  by  execution. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  the  languag^e  of  the  amendment 
is  rather  unguarded.  Any  person  may  bring  a 
complaint  against  the  assessor  who  is  not  satis- 
fied with  the  assessment.  It  ^eems  to  me  that 
th'e  other  provisions  of  the  section  are  such  as  to 
allow  the  assessor  to  be  prosecuted  by  any  per- 
son who  may  feel  aggrieved  by  the  assessment. 
i  think  that  is  too  loose. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  was  not  able  to  catch 
the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  California. 
As  far  as  I  was  able  to  understand  him,  it  seems 
to  me  that  he  objects  to  the  fact  that  possibly  the 
informer  may  be  the  person  aggrieved. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California.  Any  person  who 
may  think  he  is  aggrieved  may  prosecute  the 
assessorin  any  court  of  theUnited  States.  There- 
fore I  say  that  the  assessor  is  liable  to  prosecu- 
tion by  any  person  who  may  think  he  has  been 
wrongfully  assessed. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  If  a  person  commence 
a  prosecution  without  cause,  tie  is  liable  to  be 
mulcted  in  costs.  I  do  not  know  any  way  by 
which  it  can  be  provided  who  shall  or  who  shall 
not  commence  a  prosecution  against  an  officer. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  a  question  with  regard  to  the 
effect  of  this  amendment.  The  law,  as  it  now 
stands,  requires  the  assessors  to  perform  all  the 
duties  imposed  by  the  act,  and  inflicts  a  penalty 
on  him  if  he  neglects  any  of  these  duties.  There 
is,  however,  no  attempt  to  impose  these  duties, 
unless  as  they  are  set  forth  in  the  general  pro- 
visions of  the  act.  The  point  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio>is, 
whether  he  does  not  in  his  amendment  proceed 
to  enumerate  these  duties  to  be  performed  by  the 
assessor,  the  -neglect  or  violation  of  which  sub- 
jects him  to  penal  proceedings,  and  if  so,  whether 
there  is  any  possibility  of  doing  it  in  that  way. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  For  the  purpose  of  giving 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  an  opportunity 
to  examine  this  part  of  the  bill, and  consultwitli 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Pendleton,]  I 
move  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  the  state  of  the  Union 
generally  under  consideration,  and  particularly 
the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  405)  to  provide  inter- 
nal revenue  to  support  the  Government,  to  pay 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  proceed  with  the  tax  bill 
this  evening,  instead  of  the  usual  order  of  busi- 
ness. I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  finish  it  in  com- 
mittee this  evening. 

Mr.  STEVENS.     I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  a  matter  of  order  of 
business  which  a  majority  of  the  House  can  de- 
cide. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  think  we  can  get  through 
with  the  bill  to-night,  and  1  therefore  make  the 
motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

APPllOnUATIONS  FOIi  VOLUNTEEllS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD  asked  unanimous  consent  to 
introduce  the  following  joint  resolution: 

Resolved,  4-c.,  That  the  sum  of  ,'$25,000,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  public  Treasury 
notoihervviseappropriated,foraririlng.  equipping,  clothing, 
subsisting,  transporting,  and  paying  volunteers  who  may 
be  received  by  tin;  President  for  any  term  not  loss  than  one 
liundred  days. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  joint  resolution 
was  introduced  and  rt'iid  a  fir«t  and  second  time. 


Mr.  GARFIELD.     I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War: 
The  Clerk  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

War  Department, 
WASHiNGTori  City,  April  25,  i864. 
Sir:  The  Governors  of  Ohio,  [ndiana,  Illinois,  Iowa, 
and  Wisconsin  have  tendered  to  the  President,  on  the  23d 
instant,  a  large  number  of  volunteers  from  their  respective 
States  for  service  during  the  present  campaign.  Tliey  are 
expected  to  number  from  eighty  to  one  iiundred  thousand 
men  ;  their  term  of  service  one  hundred  days  from  muster 
in.  It  is  believed  they  can  render  useful  service.  They 
are  to  be  paid  no  bounty,  and  are  not  to  diminish  or  delay 
the  draft  for  three  years' men  in  States  where  the  quota  of 
pending  draft  is  not  filled  up.  The  quota  is  filled  up  in  In- 
diana, Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin,  and  less  than  ten 
thousand  are  due  from  Ohio.  The  expense  of  these  troops 
is  not  provided  for  in  the  war  estimates  heretefore  submit- 
ted. It  is  es'timated  that  $25,000,000  will  meet  the  cost  of 
one  hundred  thousand  of  these  extra  volunteers.  I  respect- 
fully recommend  a  special  appropriation  for  that  purpose, 
and  submit  a  joint  resolution  for  that  purpose.  The  im- 
pending operations  render  it  expedient  that  there  should  be 
early  action  by  Congress  upon  the  proposition,  so  that,  if 
sanctioned,  all  needful  provisions  may  bo  made  in  due 
season. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Robert  C.  Sciienck,  Chcnrman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Is  it  pro- 
posed to  put  that  joint  resolution  on  its  passage 
now .' 

Mr.  GARFIELD.     It  is. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  suggest 
that  the  gentleman  allow  it  to  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  with  permission  to  re- 
port it  back  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  do  not  know  what  we 
may  have  up  in  the  morning.  I  think  we  had 
better  pass  it  now. 

Mr.KALBFLEISCH.  Is  itin  order  to  move 
a  direct  tax  of  $25,000,000  in  order  to  pay  the 
appropriation .' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  The  hour  for  the 
recess  having  arrived,  the  Chair  would  suggest 
that  the  time  be  extended  five  minutes. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  move  to  refer  the  joint  reso- 
lution to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  add,  with  leave  to  report  the  joint 
resolution  at  any  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  an  appropriation 
bill,  the  committee  will  have  the  right  to  report  it 
at  any  time. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  But  it  must  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  if  the 
point  be  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  Unanimous  consent  was 
given  to  introduce  the  resolution  and  consider  it 
at  this  time  in  the  House. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  disagreed  to. 
■  The  joint  resolution   was  ordered   to   be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third   time;   and   being  en- 
grossed, it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  GARFIELD  moved  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  DAWSON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered — ayes  II, 
noes  68. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  make  the  point  that  no 
quorum  has  voted. 

The  SPEAKER.  A  quorum  is  not  required 
on  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  joint  resolution  was  passed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  passed;  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  seven 
o'clock  p.  m. 

EVENING  SESSION. 
The  House  resumed  its  session  atsevcn  o'clock 
p.  m. 
COMPHNSATION  OF  INSPECTORS  OK  CUSTOMS. 
Mr.  FENTON,  by  unanimous  consent,  reported 


back  Senate  bill  No.  66,  to  increase  the  compen- 
sation of  inspectors  of  customs  in  certain  ports. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extenso. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  bill  and  to  any  increase  of  salaries. 
I  do  not  object  to  this  bill  being  taken  up  if  the 
gentleman  will  consent  to  let  me  move  an  amend- 
ment that  any  increase  of  salary  under  the  bill 
shall  not  extend  beyond  the  end  of  the  next  fiscal 
year,  1st  of  July,  1865. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill, as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time;  and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FENTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INTERNAL  REVENUE  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  of  the  House 
(No.  405)  to  provide  internal  revenue  to  support 
the  Government,  to  pay  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  ask  to  go  back  to  the  par- 
agraph "on  brick  and  draining-tiles,  a  duty  of 
three  per  cent,  advalorem,"  and  to  insert  after  the 
word  '*  tiles,""  earthen  and  stone  water-pipes;" 
and  to  strike  out  "  and." 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  PENDLETON.  There  was  an  amend- 
ment pending  when  the  committee  rose.  I  have 
consulted  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  BouTWELL,]  and  his  objection  has 
been  removed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  to  strike  out  the 
following  sections: 

Sec.  14.  K^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person 
shall  deliver  or  disclose  to  any  assessor  or  assistant  assessor 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  law,  any  false  or  fraudulent  list, 
return,  account,  or  statement,  with  intent  to  defeat  or 
evade  the  valuation,  enumeration,  or  assessment  intended 
to  be  made,  such  person  so  oftending  and  being  thereof 
convicted  in  any  circuit  or  di.strict  court  of  the  United  States 
held  in  the  district  in  which  such  offense  may  bo  commit- 
ted, shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  dollars  and 
not  exceeding  double  the  sum  of  which  he  shall  have  at- 
tempted to  defraud  the  Government,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court,  and  siiall  pay  all  costs  and  charges  of  prosecu- 
tion. And  the  valuation,  enumeration,  and  assessment 
required  by  law  in  all  such  cases,  and  in  all  cases  of  under- 
valuation or  understatement  in  any  lists  or  returns,  shall 
be  made  by  the  assessor  or  assistant  assessors,  respectively, 
upon  lists  according  to  the  form  prescribed  ;  which  lists  the 
said  assessor  and  assistant  assessors  are  hereby  autliorized 
and  required  to  make  according  to  the  best  information 
they  can  obtain,  and  for  the  purposeof  making  which  they 
are  liereby  authorized  to  enter  into  and  upon  all  and  sin- 
gular the  premises,  respectively  ;  and  from  tlie  valuation, 
enumeration,  or  assessment  so  made,  there  shall  be  no 
appeal. 

Sec.  15.  .^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  any  per- 
son shall  be  absent  from  his  or  her  place  of  residence  at  the 
time  an  assistant  assessor  shall  cull  to  receive  the  list  or 
return,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  assistant  assessor  to 
leave  at  such  place  of  residence,  with  some  one  of  suit- 
able age  and  discretion,  if  such  be  present,  otherwise  to 
deposit  in  the  nearest  post  office,  a  note  or  memorandiun, 
addressed  to  such  person,  requiring  him  or  her  to  present 
to  such  assessor  the  list  or  return  required  by  law  within 
ten  days  from  the  date  of  such  note  or  memorandum.  And 
if  any  person,  on  being  notified  or  required  as  aforesaid, 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  listorreturn  within  the 
time  required  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  as- 
sessor or  assistant  assessor  of  the  district  vvitliin  which 
such  person  shall  reside  to  enter  into  and  upon  the  prem- 
ises, if  it  be  necessary,  of  such  person  so  refusing  or  neg- 
lecting, and  to  make,  according  to  the  best  information 
which  he  can  obtain,  and  on  his  own  view  and  informa- 
tion, such  list  or  return  of  the  property,  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  and  all  articles  or  objects  liable  to  duty  or 
tax,  owned  or  possessed  or  under  the  care  or  ma\iagement 
of  such  person,  including  the  amount,  if  any,  due  for  license 
and  income;  and  in  case  of  refusal  to  make  such  list  or 
return,  the  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  shall  thereupon 
add  tvyenty  per  cent,  to  the  amount  of  the  duty  or  tax;  and 
in  case  of  neglect,  except  in  case  of  sickness,  to  make  such 
list  or  return,  ten  per  cent,  shall  be  added  to  the  amount 
thereof.  And  the  lists  or  returns  so  made  and  subscnbid 
by  such  assessors  or  assistant  assessors  .shall  be  t-ikcn  and 
be  reputed  as  good  and  stitheieul  lists  or  returns  for  all 
legal  pmposes. 

Sec.  16.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted ,  Tlmt  In  case  any  aa- 
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sessor  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  any  list,  statement, 
or  rotiirii  requiied  by  law  has  been  niaile  to  any  assessor 
or  assistant  a-:sessor  in  a  false  or  IVamlulent  manner,  or  if 
any  person  whose;  duly  it  is  to  furnish  any  list  or  return, 
or  make  any  statement  required  by  law,  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  do  so,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  assessor  to  sum- 
mon by  subpena,  to  be  served  by  any  assistant  assessor  of 
the  district,  such  persons  as  he  may  deem  proper  to  appear 
before  him,  at  a  time  and  place  named  therein,  to  give 
testimony  or  answer  interrogations  respecting  any  objects 
liable  to  duty  or  tax  as  al'oresaid,  lists,  statements,  or  re- 
turns thereof,  or  any  trade,  business,  or  profession  liable  to 
any  license  as  aforesaid,  and  to  enforce  obedience  to  such 
writ  by  attachment  as  for  contempt.  And  it  shall  be  law- 
ful, also,  for  such  assessor  to  require  by  summons  any  per- 
son who  he  may  have  reason  to  believe  lias  made  any 
false  or  fraudulent  lists,  statements,  or  returns  as  afore- 
said, his  agent  or  other  person  having  the  possession,  oare, 
or  custody  of  books  of  account  containing  entries  relating 
10  the  trade  or  business  of  such  person,  to  produce  tliesame 
before  him  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  appointed  in  said 
summons.  And  if  any  person  whose  duty  it  may  be  to 
make  a  list,  statement,  or  return  as  aforesaid,  after  having 
been  duly  summoned  to  produce  such  books  of  account, 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  produce  such  books,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  assessor  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount 
of  the  tax  or  duty,  according  to  his  best  judgment,  wliich 
such  pei^on  is  liable  to  pay,  and  shall  assess  upon  such 
person  double  the  amount  thereof;  and  any  person  who 
being  duly  summoned,  as  aforesaid,  to  appear  and  testify, 
or  to  produce  books,  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  appear,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  $3U0,  besides 
being  subject  to  attachment,  as  afore.<aid.  And  if  on  any 
investigation  of  tlie  books  of  such  person,  or  by  evidence 
produced  before  the  assessor,  he  shall  find  that  any  false  or 
fraudulent  list,  statement,  or  relnrn  has  been  made  as  afore- 
r-aid,  he  shall  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  tax  or 
duty,  according,  to  his  best  judgment,  which  such  person  is 
liable  to  pay,  and  shall  assess  upon  him  double  the  amount 
iliereof.  And  when  any  assessment  shall  be  made  under 
this  section  and  transmilted  to  the  collector,  he  shall  pro- 
ceed to  collect  the  amount  thereof  as  in  cases  of  amounts 
of  taxes  transmitted  to  liiin  on  monthly  lists. 

And  in  lieu  tliereof  to  insert  tlie  following: 
Sec.  — .  ^Ijid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  any  per- 
son shall  be  absent  from  his  or  her  place  of  residence  at  the 
timi;  an  assistant  assessor  shall  call  to  receive  the  annual 
list  or  return,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  assistant  assessor 
to  leave  at  such  place  of  residcuice,  with  some  one  of  suit- 
able age  and  discretion,  if  sucli  be  present,  otherwise  to 
deposit  in  tlie  nearest  post  office,  a  note  or  memorandum, 
addressed  to  such  person,  requiring  liiiii  or  her  to  present 
to  such  asse.-sor  the  list  or  return  required  by  law  within 
ten  diys  from  the  dale  of  such  note  or  memorandum.  And 
if  any  person,  on  being  notified  or  required  as  aforesaid, 
shall  refuse  or  neglectto  give  such  list  or  return  within  the 
time  rijquired  as  aforesaid,  or  if  any  person  sliall  not  deliver 
a  montlily  ar  other  list  or  return  without  notice  at  tlie  time 
n-quin^d  by  law,  or  if  any  person  shall  deliver  or  disclose 
to  any  assessor  or  assistant  a.ssessor  any  false  or  fraudulent 
list,  statement,  or  return,  or  a  list  on  which  there  is  any 
uiKlenstalemeni  or  undervaluation,  it  sliall  bo  lawful  lor 
tile  assessor  to  summon  by  subpena,  to  lie  served  by  any 
assistant  assessor,  such  person,  his  agent  or  other  person 
having  possession,  custody,  or  care  ol  books  of  account 
containing  entries  relating  to  the  trade  or  business  of  such 
person,  or  any  other  persons  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to 
appear  and  produce  such  book,  at  a  time  and  place  therein 
named,  and  togive  testimony  or  answer  interrogatories  un- 
der oatli  oratfirmation  respecting  any  objects  liable  to  duly 
or  tax  as  aforesaid,  or  the  lists,  statements,  or  returns  there- 
of, or  any  trade,  business,  or  prolession  liable  to  any  tax  or 
license  as  aforesaid,  and  to  enforce  such  writ  by  attach- 
ment for  contempt;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  or 
a.ssistaiit  assessor  of  the  district  within  which  such  person 
shall  reside  to  enter  into  and  upon  the  premises,  if  it  be 
necessary,  of  such  person  so  refusing  or  neglecting  or  ren- 
dering a  false  or  fraudulent  list  or  return,  aiid  to  make,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  information  vvtiieh  lie  can  obtain,  in- 
cluding that  derived  from  the  evidence  elicited  by  the 
examination  of  the  assessor  and  on  his  own  view  and  in- 
formation, such  list  or  return,  according  to  the  I'orm  pre- 
scribed, of  the  properly,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
and  all  articles  or  objects  liable  to  duty  or  tax,  owned  or 
possessed  or  under  the  care  or  managmnent  of  such  person, 
and  asscFs  the  duly  thereon,  iueluding  tlie  amount,  if  any, 
due  for  license  and  income,  and  in  case  of  the  return  of  a 
false  or  fraudulent  list  or  valuation  he  shall  add  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  to  such  duly  ;  and  in  case  of  a  refusal  to 
make  a  list  or  return  he  shall  add  twenty  per  cent,  to  such 
duly  ;  and  in  case  of  neglect,  except  in  case  of  sickness,  he 
fliall  add  ten  per  cent,  to  such  duly  ;  and  the  amount  so 
added  to  tin;  duly  shall  in  all  cases  be  collected  by  the  col- 
I'ctor  at  llie  same  time  and  in  tlie  same  manner  with  the 
duUes.  And  the  lists  or  returns  so  made  and  subscribed  by 
Mich  UHsesiors  or  assistant  assessors  shall  lie  taken  and  be 
ri'puted  ii:i  good  and  sufficient  lisis  or  returns  for  all  legal 
|iiirp(i8es. 

JJiid  be  it  furllier  rnacled,  Thill  If  any  person  shall  didiver 
or  disclose  to  anyassessor  or  assistant  a^-sessor  appointed 
ill  pur.-iuance  of  law,  any  falseor  Iraudulini  list,  re  i  urn,  ac- 
count, or  statement,  with  intentlodefcalor  evade  the  valu- 
alion,  enumeration,  or  assessment  intended  to  be  made,  or 
if  any  pcr.->iin  being  duly  suinmoned  to  appear  to  testify  or 
lo  appear  and  produce  such  books  as  aforesaid,  shall  neg- 
lect to  appear  or  to  produce  said  books,  he  shall  upon  con- 
vietion  thereof  before  any  circuit  or  district  court  of  the 
United  Stales,  be  lined  in  any  sum  not  exc(!cding  fUOO  or 
be  iniprlsonuu  for  six  nionlhs,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of 
(he  court. 

The  fimcndment  was  nj;recd  to. 

Mr.  PliNDLETON.  1  move  to  snik«  out  the 
word  "»ucli"iii  tlie  followiii^j,  belbre  the  word 
"  diKiruini:" 

And  In  case  of  such  distraint  It  shall  bo  llie  duly  of  the 
oincHr  eiiarged  with  tiio  coileciinn  lo  make,  or  cau«e  u>  lib 


made,  an  account  of  the  goods  or  chattels  which  may  be 
dislrained,  a  copy  of  wliicli,  signed  by  the  officer  mailing 
such  distraint,  shall  be  left  with  the  owner  or  possessor  oY 
such  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  oral  his  or  her  dwelling,  or 
usual  place  of  business,  with  some  person  of  suitable  itge 
and  discretion,  with  a  note  of  the  sum  demanded,  and  tlie 
time  and  place  of  sale. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  on  page 
34,  line  thirty-seven,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  thereon"  the  words  "  the  expenses  of  making 
such  levy." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  lo  amend  on  page 
41,  line  thirteen,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"due"  the  words  "five  per  cent,  thereon  and 
all  expenses  and  charges  of  collection,"  so  as  to 
iinike  the  marshal  collect  in  addition  to  what  is 
due  from  the  collector  what  1  have,  indicated  in 
the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLE.TON-.  In  the  same  section,  line 
eight,  I  move  to  strike  out  tlie  words  "and  his 
surrties." 

iMr.  BOUT  WELL.  What  does  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  undersLand  to  be  the  effect  of  tliat 
amendment  r 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  It  is  simply  this:  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  as  the  section  is  now  drawn, 
provide  that  wiieii  the  collector  is  in  default  in 
the  payment  of  the  money  due  from  him,  a  war- 
rant may  issue  from  the  proper  officer  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  which  shall  be  levied  upon  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  delinquent  collector;  and 
in  case  of  failure  to  find  sufiicieiit  goods  and  chat- 
tels of  the  collector,  the  warrant  shall  be  levied 
upon  the  goods  and  chattels  of  his  surety ;  and  in 
case  of  H  deficit  of  goods  and  chattels  of  both  prin- 
cipal and  surety,  the  warrant  shall  be  levied  upon 
the  real  estate  of  both  the  collector  and  surety. 
The  effect  of  striking  out  the  sureties  is  to  leave 
them  to  be  prosecuied  upon  their  bond  only,  ac- 
cortling  to  the  ordinary  process  of  law,  and  to 
make  the  speedy  and  summary  execution  of  the 
warrantissui.'d,  withoutjudgmnit,  from  theTreas- 
ury  Department,  applicable  only  to  the  principal 
debtor,  who  is  the  defaulting  collector. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  It  seems  to  me  that  is 
what  we  should  not  desire  to  do.  We  should 
hold  ihe  surety  as  we  hold  the  principal. 

The  CBAIRMAN.  If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  iimendnient  will  be  considered  as  agreed  to. 
The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Does  the  gentleman  insist  upon 
the  amendment.' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  insistupon  the  amend- 
ment, but  I  do  not  insist  upon  the  aciion  of  the 
Chair  in  declaring  tlie  amendment  adopted. 

Mr.  DAWES.  If  1  understand  the  amend- 
ment, the  genlleman  from  Ohio  proposes  to  have 
a  process  against  the  principal,  without  a  similar 
process  aganist  llie  surety.    Why  that  distinction.' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  For  the  reason  that  sure- 
ties are  liable  on  their  bond,  in  case  of  the  default 
of  their  principal,  who  is  the  collector.  They  can- 
not, us  he  can,  know  whether  he  is  in  default  or 
not.  They  are  entitled  to  be  sued,  and  to  make 
all  defense  they  can  make  in  a  court  of  law.  As 
against  them  it  would  be  manifestly  imjiroper 
that  summary  process  should  be  issued,  and  the 
amount  for  wliich  the  collector  appears  to  be, 
or  really  is  in  default,  be  levied  upon  theirgoods 
and  chatiels,  and  in  default  thereof,  upon  their 
lands,  without  the  ordinary  proceedings  of  law. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Is  itpro]iused  that  such  a  pro- 
cess as  that  shall  issue  against  the  priucipal  with- 
out giving  him  an  opportunity  to  present  a  de- 
fense.' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  would  give  such  a  pro- 
cess again.'^l  the  principal,  because  it  is  only  to  be 
issued  in  cases  where  the  money  is  found  to  be 
due;  and  if  it  is  due,  the  party  is  in  default;  and  if 
it  is  not  due,  upon  adjudication' the  money  can 
be  handed  back. 

Mr.  DAWES.  When  he  is  found  by  the  ac- 
counting oiRcers  of  the  Treasury  to  be  in  default 
without  any  hearing  upon  his  part,  you  subject 
liiin  to  this  summary  jirocess.  Now,  the  account- 
ing officers  of  the  Treasury  are  always  at  logger- 
heads with  the  collectors  of  ports,  poslmaster.s, 
&c.,npon  these  accounts.  Ilseems  to  me  the  col- 
lector ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
defense  before  summary  process  is  issued  against 
him.     if  upon  final  aeltlemeiit  with  him   he  ap- 


pears to  be  in  default,  it  is  right.  But  upoti  the 
adjustment  of  his  account  here  at  the  Internal 
Revenue  office,  ex  parte,  and  in  his  absence,  and 
upon  such  principles  as  may  be  thought  to  be 
right  here,  to  subject  him  to  such  a  summary 
process  does  not  seem  to  be  right.  He  certainly 
ought  to  have  the  same  sort  of  defense  that  his 
sureties  have. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  In  the  same  section,  I 
move  to  strike  out  from  the  word  "  resides,"  line 
eighteen,  down  to  the  end  of  line  twenty-four,  as 
follows: 

And  furthermore,  if  such  goods,  chattels,  and  effects  can- 
not be  found  sufficient  to  satisly  tlie  said  warrant,  the  said 
niarslial  or  his  deputy  shall  and  may  proceed  to  levy  and 
collect  the  sum  which  remains  dn<;,'by  distress  and  sale  of 
the  goods  and  chattels,  or  any  personal  efTects,  of  tlie  surety 
or  sureties  of  the  delinquent  collector,  giving  notice  as 
hereinbefore  provided. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  In  the  same  section,  line 
thirty-one,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "  or 
his  sureties;"  so  as  to  make  the  clause  conform 
to  pi'cvious  amendments. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  In  lines  thirty-three  and 
thirty-four  of  the  same  section,  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  words  "and  his  sureties." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  now  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  that 
if  he  ihinlis  this  section  too  stringent  against  the 
collectors,  I  am  not  disposed  to  find  fault  with 
that  opinion,  and  I  will  yield  to  him  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  entire  section, if  he  desires  to  make 
that  motion. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  will  make  that  motion  if  the 
gentleman  concurs  with  me  in  th-e  opinion.  I  do 
not  propose  to  oppose  the  committee,  but  I  will 
submit  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  entire  section. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  oppose  the  motion  pro 
forma  in  order  that  a  vote  may  be  taken  upon  it. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  On  page  43,  section  thir- 
ty-five, 1  move  to  siiike  oul  all  after  the  word 
"  law,"  in  Ime  five,  down  lo  and  including  the 
word  "  thereafter,"  in  line  nine,  as  follows: 

Shall  be  liable  lo  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  double  tlie 
amount  of  damages  accruing  to  the  party  injured,  to  be  re- 
covered by  and  for  the  use  of  the  party  injured,  willi  costs 
of  suit,  and  shall  be  dismissed  from  ollice,  and  lie  disquali- 
fied from  lioldingsuch  office  thereafter. 

And  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 
Or  shall  receive  any  fee,  compensation,  or  reward  except 
as  herein  prescribed  lor  the  performance  of  any  duty,  or 
shall  fail  to  perform  all  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  sliall, 
upon  conviction,  he  subject  to  a  fine  of  ijJolJO,  and  to  a  for- 
feiture of  their  compensation,  or  to  be  imprisoned  for  one 
year,  or  both,  at  tlie  discretion  of  the  court,  and  be  dis- 
missed from  office,  and  lie  forever  thereafter  incapable  of 
holding  any  olRce  under  llie  internal  revenue  law. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  1  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  internal  revenue  law"  and  insert  "  Gov 
ernment"  in  lieu  thel-eof. 

The  amendment  to  theamendment  was  agreed  to 
to. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  add  after  the 
words  just  inserted  the  words: 

And  one  half  of  the  fine  so  imposed  shall  be  for  the  ujC 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  otlier  half  for  the  use  of  the 
informer,  who  shall  be  ascertained  by  judgment  of  ihe  court; 
and  said  court  shall  also  render  judgment  against  said  col- 
lector or  depuly  collector  for  double  the  amount  of  diiinage 
accruing  to  the  parly  injured,  to  be  collected  by  execution. 

Mr.  UPSON.  Is  the  informer  to  have  half  of 
the  imjirisonment .' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  lam  not  able  to  say  how 
much  people  may  misinterpret  the  language  of 
the  section,  but  under  the  section  as  st  was  read 
there  ia  no  possibility  of  mistaking  what  the 
meaning  is. 

I'he  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  On  page  44,  in  the  thirty- 
sevenih  section,  after  the  word  "  hinder,"  in  line 
two,  insert  the  words  "  any  assessor  or  assistant 
iissessor,  or  any,"  so  that  it  will  read,  "  'hat  if 
any  person  shall  forcibly  obstruct  or  Iiiiidnr  any 
assessor  or  assistant  assessor,  or  any  collector  or 
deputy  collector,"  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  On  page  45,  in  hne  six 
teen  of  seciion  thirty-nine,  I  move  to  iwJert  the 
words  "and  sureties"  after  the  word  "  repre- 
eentativeu." 
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The  object  of  that  Hinendment  is  to  make  the 
bonds' iniiro  to  the  benefit  of  tlie  tiureties  of  the 
party  as  well  as  to  his  personal  representatives 
in  case  of  his  death. 

The  nmendmeni  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  On  page  46,  in  section 
forty,  I  move  to  insert  at  the  end  of  line  seven- 
teen, the  words  "to  be  ascertained  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court;"  so  that  the  section  will  read: 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforeaaul,  or 
their  deputies,  in  their  respective  districts,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  collect  all  the  duties  and  taxes  im- 
posed by  this  act,  however  the  same  may  be  designated, 
and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and  for  the 
recovery  oC  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be  forfeited  by 
virtue  oT  this  act;  and  all  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures 
which  may  be  incurred  or  imposed  by  virtue  of  this  act 
shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and  recovered,  in  the  name  of 
the  Uiiited  States,  in  any  proper  form  of  action,  or  by  any 
appropriate  form  of  proceeding,  qui  tarn  or  otherwise,  be- 
fore any  circuit  or  district  court  of  the  United  Slates  for 
the  district  within  which  said  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture 
may  have  been  incurred,  or  before  any  other  court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction;  and  where  not  otherwise  and  differently 
provided  for,  one  moiety  thereof  shall  be  to  the  use  of  ihe 
United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  person,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  judgment  of  tlie  eo!irt, 
who  shall  first  inform  of  the  cause,  matter,  or  thing  where- 
by any  such  fine,  penally,  or  forfeiture  was  incurred,  &.c. 

The  object  of  that  amendment  is  merely  that 
in  all  cases  where  a  fine  or  penalty  is  assessed 
against  a  person,  which  fine  or  penalty  is  liable 
to  be  divided  between  the  informer  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  decision  sliall  be  made  by  the  court 
of  the  party  to  whom  it  is  to  be  paid. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting after  section  forty-seven  an  additional  sec- 
tion, as  follows: 

Sec.  48.  ^nd he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  provisions 
hereinbefore  made  i'or  the  delivery  of  returns,  lists,  state- 
ments, and  valuations,  and  for  additions  to  the  duty  in  case 
of  false  or  fraudulent  lists  or  returns,  or  in  case  of  under- 
valuations or  understatements  on  lists  or  returns,  or  incase 
of  refusal  or  neglect  to  deliver  lists  or  returns,  and  for  the 
imposition  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  shall  be  held 
and  taken  to  apply  to  all  persons,  associations,  corpora- 
tions, and  companies  liable  to  pay  duty  and  tax  ;  and  any 
additions  to  fines,  penalties,  or  forfeitures  hereinafter  im- 
posed for  failure  to  perform  any  duty  required  to  be  per- 
formed, shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  additional  duties  to 
those  hereinbefore  provided. 

The  amendment  was  agi'eed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  ask  the  gentlewian  from  Ohio 
if  this  will  be  the  proper  place,  and  ifit  be  agree- 
able to  him,  to  move  to  insert  the  provision  of 
the  sub-Treasury  act  as  suggested  the  other  day 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  which 
was  one  of  the  points  reserved. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  has  the  amendment  and  will  send  it  up,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  give  way  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  following  as  an  additional  section, 
to  come  in  after  section  forty-eight: 

^inil  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  provisions  of  the  six- 
teenth section  of  the  act  approved  August  6,  )646,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  organizatioji  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  for  the  collection,  safeJieeping,  transfer,  and  dis 
bursement  of  the  public  revenue,"  are  liereby  applied  to, 
and  shall  be  construed  to  include,  all  offieers  of  the  inter- 
nal revenue  charged  with  the  safe-keeping,  transfer,  or  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  moneys  arising  therefrom,  and  to 
all  other  persons  having  actual  charge,  custody,  or  coDtrol 
of  moneys  or  accounts  arising  from  the  administration  of 
the  internal  revenue. 

That  the  committee  may  pass  on  the  question 
underslandingly,  1  beg  leave  to  make  one  or  two 
remarks.  As  1  stated  the  other  day,  I  regarded 
the  provisions  of  the  sub-Treasury  act  as  proba- 
bly sufficient  to  cover  the  case  of  the  depositaries 
undei^this  act.  Tlie  language  there  is  that  all 
officers  and  other  persons  charged  by  tjiat  act, 
or  any  other  act,  with  the  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
or  disbursement  of  public  money  other  tlian  those 
connected  with  the  Post  Office  Department,  shall 
be  required  to  keep  an  accurate  entry  of  the  sums 
received  and  of  transfers.  But  as  this  is  an  en- 
tirely new  system,  it  is  thought  better  to  carry 
out  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  so  as  to  make  a  section  expressly  applica- 
ble to  the  officers  provided  by  this  law. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
fifty-five  by  striking  out  "$500,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  "  |i300,"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  any  person  who  shall  attempt  fraudulently  to  evade 
the  i)ayment  of  duties  upon  any  spirits  distilled  as  afore- 
said, by  changing  in  any  manner  the  mark  upon  any  such 
cask  or  package,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of $300  foreachcask 
or  package  so  altered  or  changed,  to  be  recovered  as  here- 
inbefore provided. 


The  object  of  proposing  that  amend  mentis,  that 
the  penalty  shall  not  be  so  severe  as  that  it  would 
never  be  enforced. 

The  amendment  v/as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  the 
same  section  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  ware- 
house" the  words  "  and  the  fees  of  such  inspector 
shall,  in  all  cases,  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  the 
spirits  so  inspected, gauged, and  proved,"  so  that 
it  will  read: 

Sec.  55.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  sph'its  dis- 
tilled as  aforesaid  by  any  person  licensed  as  aforesaid  shall, 
before  the  same  is  used,  or  removed  for  any  purpose,  be 
inspected,  gauged,  and  proved  by  some  inspector  appointed 
for  the  performance  of  such  duties,  and  who  shall  mark 
upon  the  cask  or  other  package  containing  such  spirits,  in 
a  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  said  Commissioner,  tlie  quan- 
tity and  proof  of  the  contents  of  such  cask  or  package,  with 
the  date  of  inspection  and  the  name  of  the  inspector,  and 
shall  make  a  return  of  all  spirits  so  inspected,  and  the  name 
of  the  distiller,  to  the  assessor  of  the  district;  and  the  duty 
imposed  by  law  shall  be  assessed  and  paid  on  all  spirits  so 
inspected  and  not  removed  forthwith  to  a  bonded  ware- 
house ;  and  tlie  fees  of  such  inspector,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
sixty-five  by  striking  out  the  following  words: 

And  in  case  of  such  distraint,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
officer  charged  with  llie  collection  to  make,  or  cause  to  be 
made,  an  account  of  the  goods,  chattels,  or  effects  which 
may  be  distrained,  a  copy  of  which,  signed  by  the  oftieer 
making  such  distraint,  shall  be  left  with  the  owner  or  pos- 
sessor of  such  goods,  chattels,  or  effi^cts,  at  his,  her,  or  their 
dwelling,  with  a  note  of  the  sum  demanded,  and  the  time 
and  place  of  sale;  and  said  ofiicer  shall  forthwith  cause  a 
notification  to  be  published  in  some  newspaper,  if  any  lliere 
be,  within  the  county,  and  pubWely  posted  up  at  tlie  post 
office  nearest  to  the  residence  of  the  person  whose  property 
shall  bedistrained,orat  the  court-house  of  the  same  county, 
if  not  more  than  ten  miles  distant,  which  notice  shall  spe- 
cify the  articles  distrained,  and  the  time  and  place  proposed 
for  the  sale  thereof,  which  time  shall  not  be  less  than  ten 
days  from  the  date  of  such  notification,  and  the  place  pro- 
posed for  sale  not  more  than  five  miles  distant  from  the 
place  of  making  such  distraint:  Provided,  That  in  every 
case  of  distraint  for  the  paymentoftheduties  aforesaid,  the 
goods,  chattels,  or  elFects  so  distrained  may  and  sliall  be 
restored  to  the  owner  or  possessor  if,  prior  to  the  sale 
thereof,  payment  or  tender  thereof  shall  be  made  to  the 
proper  ofiicer  charged  with  the  collection  of  Ihe  lull  amount 
demanded,  together  witli  such  fee  for  levying  and  advertis- 
ing, and  sucli  sum  for  the  necessary  and  reasonable  ex- 
penses of  removingand  keeping  the  goods,  chattels,  and  ef- 
fects so  distrained,  as  may  be  allowed  in  like  cases  by  the 
laws  or  practice  of  the  State  or  Territory  wherein  the  dis- 
traint shall  have  been  made;  but  in  case  of  non-payment 
or  neglect  to  tender  as  aforesaid,  the' said  officer  shall  pro- 
ceed to  sell  the  said  goods,  chattels,  and  effects  at  public 
auction,  after  due  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  and 
may  and  shall  retain  from  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  the 
amount  demandable  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  said  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses  of  said  dis- 
traint and  sale,  as  aforesaid,  and  a  commission  of  five  per 
cent,  thereon  for  his  own  use ;  rendering  the  overplus,  if 
any  there  be,  to  the  person  whose  goods,  chattels,  and  ef- 
fects shall  have  been  distrained. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

M  r.  PENDLETON.  I  mo ve  to  aitiend  section 
sixty-six  by  striking  out  "  |500"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof"  ;J300;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

That  every  person  licensed  as  aforesaid  to  distill  spirits, 
or  licensed  as  a  brewer,  Vlio  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  fur- 
nish the  accouiit  and  duplicate  thereof',  as  hereinbefore 
provided,  or  who  shall  refuse  to  permit  the  said  assessor, 
assistant  assessor,  collector,  or  deputy  collector  or  in- 
spector to  examine  the  books  in  the  manner  provided  for, 
when  requested,  shall,  for  every  such  refusal  or  neglect, 
forfeit  the  sum  of  $300. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems 
to  me  that  $500  is  not  too  severe  a  penalty  to  im- 
pose upon  distillers  or  brewers  who  actually 
refuse  to  render  the  accounts  required  by  law. 
It  is  a  duty  which  is  well  understood,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  they  should  not  be  subject  to  this 
penalty. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  The  reason  for  making 
it  $300  instead  of  $500  is  simply  that  the  same 
penalty  of  $300_is  prescribed  in  all  other  cases. 
if  the  gentleman  has  any  disposition  to  raise  them 
all  up  to  $500,  1  have  no  objection. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  On  page  76,  section 
seventy,  line  eight,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  and  also  forfeit  a  penalty  equal  to  three  times 
the  amount  of  the  duty  orsum  of  nnoney  imposed 
for  such  license,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "  or  a  fine  of  $500,  or  both,"  so  as  to 
make  the  section  read: 

Sec.  70.  jindhe  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  exercise  or  carry  on  any  trade  or  business 
hereinafter  mentioned,  for  the  e.xercising  or  carrying  on  of 
which  trade  or  business  a  license  is  required  by  this  act, 
without  taking  out  such  license  as  in  that  behalf  required, 
he,  she,  or  they  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  respectively, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  be  subject  to  imprisonment 


for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  a  fine  of  $500,  or 
both,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  first 
give  information  of  the  fact  whereby  said  forfeiture  was 
incurred. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  the  fact  that  the  words  inserted  on  his 
motion  would  have  some  ambiguity  in  connec- 
tion with  what  immediately  follows. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  am  aware  of  that,  and 
move,  therefore,  to  amend  what  immediately  fol- 
lows, by  striking  out  the  word  "  thereof,"  and 
insertingin  lieu  thereofthe  words  "  ofsuch  fine," 
so  as  to  make  it  read  "  one  moiety  of  such  fine 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,"  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
wliole  of  the  eighty-first  section,  as  follows: 

Sec.  81.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case 
where  monthly  or  other  returns  of  any  kind  are  required 
to  be  made  under  existing  internal  revenue  laws,  the  per- 
son or  persons  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  such 
returns  within  the  time  fixed  by  law,  and  the  rules  and  reg- 
ulations made  in  pursuance  of  law,  shall  be  assessed  a 
penalty  often  per  cent,  by  the  assessor  or  assistant  assess- 
or, on  the  amount  of  duty  or  tax  liable  to  be  assessed, 
levied,  and  collectgd  upon  such  return,  wliieh  penalty  shall 
be  added  to  the  assessment,  and  returned  on  the  list  in 
which  the  assessment  shall  be  made  and  returned ;  and  in 
cases  of  persistent  neglect  or  refusal,  the  general  provisions 
of  law  in  such  cases  shall  apply  to  all  returns  required  to 
he  made  monthly  or  otherwise,  and  to  all  subsequent  pro 
ceedings  in  relation  thereto. 

My  reason  for  offering  that  amendment  is  that 
the  provisions  of  that  section  are  included  in  sec- 
tion fifteen. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  On  page  101,  section 
eighty-two,  line  twelve,  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "  duties"  the  words  "  with  the  additions 
hereinbefore  prescribed;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

That  upon  the  amounts,  quantities,  and  values  of  prod- 
uce, goods,  wares,  merchandise,  and  articles  produced  or 
manufactured,  and  sold  or  delivered,  hereinafter  enumer- 
ated, the  manufacturer  or  producer  thereof,  whether  manu- 
factured or  produced  for  himself  or  for  others,  shall  pay  to 
the  collector  of  internal  revenue  within  his  district,  month- 
ly, or  on  or  before  a  day  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Internal  Revenue,  the  duties  on  such  manufac- 
tures. And  for  neglect  to  pay  such  duties  with  the  additions 
hereinbeforeprescribed  within  ten  days  after  demand,  either 
personal  or  written,  left  at  his,  her,  ortheir  house  or  place 
of  business,  or  manufactory,  the  amount  of  such  duties 
may  be  levied  upon  the  real  and  personal  property  of  any 
such  manufacturer. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  insert  in  the 
fourteenth  line  of  tlie  same  section  after  the  word 
"  duties"  the  words  "  with  additions;"  so  as  to 
make  it  read: 

And  such  duties,  with  additions,  and  whatever  shall  be  the 
expenses  of  levy,  shall  be  a  lien  from  the  day  prescribed  by 
the  Comtnissioner  for  their  payment  aforesaid,  in  favor  of 
the  United  States,  upon  the  said  real  and  personal  prop- 
erty, &c. 

The  amendiTient  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  On  page  104,  line  forty- 
four,  I  move  to  insert  after  the  word  "duties" 
the  words  "and  additions." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  In  line  forty-six,  same 
section,  1  move  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "duties"  the  words  "  with  additions." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  clause,  as  amended,  would  then  read: 

Provided,  That  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  articles, 
if  any  there  be  after  deducting  the  duties  with  additions 
thereon,  together  with  the  expenses  of  summons,  adver- 
tising, and  sale,  or  the  excess  of  the  value  of  said  articles, 
after  deducting  the  duties,  with  additions,  and  expenses 
accrued  thereon  when  turned  over  to  the  use  of  any  de- 
partment of  the  Government,  shall  be  refunded  and  paid 
to  the  manufacturer,  or  to  the  person  in  whose  custody  or 
possession  the  articles  were  when  seized. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  insert  on  page 
105,  in  line  nine,  section  eighty-four,  after  the 
word  "duties"  the  words  "and  add  thereto  fifty 
per  cent.;"   so  as  to  make  it  read: 

That  in  case  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  or  delivery  of 
any  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  articles  as  hereinafter 
mentioned,  without  compliance  on  the  part  of  the  party 
manufacturing  the  same  with  all  the  requirements  and  reg- 
ulations prescribed  by  law  in  relation  thereto,  the  assist- 
ant assessor  may,  upon  such  information  as  he  may  have, 
assume  and  estimate  the  amount  and  value  ofsuch  manu- 
factures, and  upon  such  assumed  amount  assess  the  duties; 
and  add  thereto  filty  per  cent. 

The  amendiiient  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  on 
page  109,  section  eighty-six,  line  forty-five,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "one  year, "and  inserting 
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in  lieu  ihereof  the  words  "  six  moiitlis;"  so  (is  to 
make  it  read  as  follows: 

Provided,  Thai  ifaiiy  person  or  ngeiit  of  any  firm,  com- 
pany, or  corpoialion  sliall  iuaiiuraciur«  for  sale  tobacco, 
sniifl',  or  ciirars  of  any  description  wiiliQut  first  obtaining 
the  permit  herein  required,  sucli  person  or  agent  siiall  be 
subject,  upon  conviction  tliereof,  to  a  penally  of$100;and 
in  addition  Uierelo  shall  lie  liable  to  imprisonment  lor  a 
term  not  exceeding  six  months,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 

The  amendment  was  ngrcrd  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  On  pago  113,  in  line  eigh- 
teen, I  move  to  strike  out  tiie  word  "  five,"  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  tiie  word  "three."  I  move, 
also,  in  line  tweiiiy,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  not 
exceeding  two  years  nor  less  than  one  year," 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  not  ex- 
ceeding six  months;"  so  as  to  make  it  read: 

Skc.  90.  ^nd  he  it  furlhcr  enacted,  That  every  manufac- 
turer or  maker  of  tobacco,  snutf,  or  cigars  of  any  descrip- 
tion, as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  or  his  chief  workman, 
agent,  or  superir.tendent,  shall,  at  the  end  of  each  and 
every  month,  make  and  sign  a  declaration,  in  writing,  that 
no  such  article  or  commodity,  as  aforesaid,  has,  during 
such  preceding  month  or  time  when  the  last  declaration 
was  made,  been  removed,  carried,  or  sent,  or  caused,  or 
suffered,  or  known  to  have  been  removed,  carried,  or  sent, 
from  the  premises ofsucli  mannfaclureror maker,  othertban 
such  as  have  been  duly  assessed  and  the  duties  imposed  by 
law  paid  thereon,  on  pain  of  sncli  manufacturer  or  maker 
forfeiting  for  every  refusal  or  neglect  to  make  such  declara- 
tion .flOO.  And  if  any  such  manufacturer  or  maker,  or  his 
chief  workrnan,  agent,  or  superintendent,  shall  make  any 
false  or  untrue  declaration,  such  manufacturer  or  maker, 
or  chief  workman,  agent,  or  superintendent,  making  the 
same,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  .$300,  or,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court,  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  six  months. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KALBPLEISCH.  I  desire  to  inove  an 
amendnieiit  on  page  127. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  will  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleinan  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.MOORHEAD.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment on  page  116. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  unanimous  consent 
of  the  coinmittee  was  given  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  offer  his  amendments  at  this  time. 

Mr.MOORFIEAD.  I  understood  the  Chair  to 
allow  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  offer  his 
amendment.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  know  why  I  am 
not  as  good  looking  as  he  is,  and  should  not  be 
permitted  to  offer  an  amendment  also. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  The  gentleman  may 
be  as  good  looking,  but  just  now  he  cannot  come 
in.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MOORHEAD.  I  object  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  offering  his  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  then  proceed  with  his  amendments. 

Mr.  PENDLET0N.  On  page  141,  section  one 
hundred  and  one,  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  from  the  word  "  description," in  the  twenty- 
sixth  lino,  down  to  the  word  "  embraced,"  in  the 
sixty-sixth  line,  as  follows: 

And  the  owner,  possessor,  or  person  or  persons  having 
the  care  and  management  of  any  such  railroad,  steamboat, 
ferry-boat,  or  olhei-  vessel,  or  bridge,  as  aforesaid,  sliall, 
within  five  days  after  the  end  of  each  and  every  month, 
make  a  list  or  return  in  duplicate  to  the  assistant  assessor 
of  the  district  wilhin  which  such  owner,  possessor,  com- 
pany, or  corporation  may  have  bis  or  its  place  of  busi- 
ness, or  where  any  such  railroad,  steamboat,  ferry-boat,  or 
bridge  is  locnted  or  belongs^  respectively,  stating  the  gross 
amount  of  such  receipts  (or  the  nioulh  next  preceding, 
which  return  sliall  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  afflrmalion  of 
Micli  owner,  possessor,  manager,  agent,  or  other  proper 
ollicer,  in  the  manner  and  form  to  be  prescribed  from  time 
to  time  by  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Uevenne,  and 
shall  also,  within  the  time  prescribed  for  the  payment  of 
duties  by  manufacturers,  pay  to  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
irii-t  the  full  amount  of  duties  which  have  accrued  on  such 
receipts  for  the  month  aforesaid ;  and  in  case  of  neglect 
or  refusal  to  make  said  lisls  or  n.'turn  for  the  space  of  five 
days  after  such  return  should  be  made  as  aforesaid,  the 
assessor  or  assistant  assessor  shall  proceed  to  eslimaiethe 
amount  received  and  the  duties  payable  thereon,  as  here- 
inbefore provided  ill  other  cases  of  delinquency  to  make 
reiuni  for  purposes  of  assessment;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
making  such  assessment,  or  of  ascertaining  the  correct- 
ness of  any  such  return,  the  books  of  any  such  person, 
eoiiipany,  or  cor|>oratitm  shall  be  subject  to  the  inspection 
of  the  uusetisor  or  assistant  assessor  on  bis  demand  or  re- 
oue»l  therefor ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  the 
duties  as  aforesaid  when  the  same  have  been  ascerl;iined 
;is  aforesaid  for  the  space  of  five  days  after  the  tiame  shall 
have  bcuoiiie  payable,  the  owner,  possessor, or  person  hav- 
ing the  management  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay,  in  addition, 
five  percent,  on  the  Hmoiint  of  such  duties;  and  for  uuy 
attempt  knowingly  to  evade  the  payment  of  such  duties, 
the  said  owner,  possessor,  or  pi^isoii  having  the  care  or 
niiinagenienl  as  aforesaid,  shall  he  liable  to  pay  a  penalty 
of  .'5i,nOl)  for  every  such  Htleinpt,  to  be  recovered  as  pro- 
vided ill  this  act  for  the  recovery  of  penalties;  nud  all  pro- 
visions of  this  act  In  relation  lo  liins  and  collections  by 
distraint,  not  incompntible  herewith,  shall  apply  to  this 
Kc<!iioii  and  tin:  objijctn.tliuruln  tfinliruced. 


1  desire  to  say  in  reference  to  that  amendment 
that  several  succeeding  sections  in  relation  to  ex- 
press companies,  telegraph  companies,  and  some 
others,  have  repeated  in  them  a  provision  by 
which  the  returns  shall  be  made  and  the  taxes 
collected.  I  propose  to  strike  out  of  each  of  these 
sections  whatever  relates  to  that,  subject  and  to 
condense  them  all  into  one  section  providing  that 
the  returns  shall  be  made  and  the  taxes  collected 
ill  one  way  in  respect  to  them  all. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  offer  a  substitute 
for  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  1'hat  all  such  persons,  companies, and  corpo- 
rations shall  have  the  right  to  add  the  duty  or  tax  imposed 
hereby  to  their  rates  of  fare  whenever  their  liability  thereto 
may  commence,  any  limitations  which  may  exist  by  law 
or  by  agreement  with  any  person  or  company  which  may 
have  paid  or  be  liable  to  pay  such  fare  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

I  do  not  know  what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  to  be  moved  for  these  sections  by  the 
gentleman  froin  Ohio,  [Mr.  Pendleton.]  This 
proviso,  however,  is  to  remain.  I  hope  that  the 
committee  will  consider  this  now.  It  is  among 
the  reserved  sections. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  We  will  have  to  come  back 
to  this  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  read  the 
amendment  proposed  to  be  moved  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Oiiio,  [Mr.  Pendleton.] 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

»^7irfftei(/uri/icrejiacierf,  That  any  person,  firm,  company, 
or  corporation  owning  or  possessing,  or  having  tlie  care  or 
manageiiKMitof  any  railroad,  steamboat,  ferry-l)oat,  or  other 
boat  or  bridge,  or  carrying  or  doing  an  express  business,  or 
engaged  in  the  business  of  insurance  as  hereinbefore  de- 
scribed, or  owning  or  having  the  care  and  management  of 
any  telegraph  line,  or  owning,  possessing,  leasing,  or  hav- 
ing the  control  or  management  of  any  circus,  theater,  op- 
era, or  museum,  shall  within  twenty  days  after  the  end  of 
each  and  every  month  make  a  list  or  return  in  duplicate  to 
the  assistant  assessor  oftlie  district,  stating  the  gross  amount 
of  their  receipts  respectively  for  the  month  next  preceding, 
which  return  shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of 
such  owner,  possessor,  manager,  agent,  or  other  proper 
officer,  in  the  manner  and  form  to  be  prescribed  from  time 
to  time  by  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue;  and 
shall  also,  wilhin  ten  days,  pay  to  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict the  full  amount  of  duties  which  have  accrued  on  such 
receipts  for  the  month  aforesaid;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or 
refusal  to  make  said  lists  or  return  for  the  space  of  ten  days 
after  such  return  should  have  been  made  as  aforesaid,  the 
assessor  or  assistant  assessor  shall  pcoceed  to  estimate  the 
amount  received  and  the  duties  payable  thereon,  and  shall 
add  thereto  ten  per  cent,  as  hereinbefore  provided  in  other 
cases  of  delinquency  to  make  return  for  purposes  of  assess- 
ment; and  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  assessment,  or 
of  ascertaining  the  correctness  of  any  such  return,  the 
books  of  any  such  person,  company,  or  corporation  shall 
be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  assessor  or  assistant  as- 
sessor on  his  demand  or  request  therefor;  and  in  case  of 
neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  the  duties  with  the  addition  afore- 
said, wlien  the  same  have  been  ascertained,  for  the  space 
of  ten  days  after  the  same  shall  have  become  payable,  the 
owner,  possessor,  or  person  having  the  management  as 
aforesaid,  shall  pay  in  addition  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amimnt 
of  such  duties  ami  additions ;  and  for  any  attempt  know- 
ingly to  evade  the  payment  of  such  duties,  the  said  owner, 
possessor,  or  person  having  the  care  or  management  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  penally  of  $1,UU0  for  every 
such  attempt,  to  be  recovered  as  |)rovided  in  this  act  forthe 
recovery  of  penalties;  and  all  provisions  of  this  act  in  re- 
lation to  liens  and  collections  by  distraint,  not  incompatible 
herewith,  shall  aiiply  to  this  section  and  the  objects  therein 
embraced. 

Mr.  KASSON.  Does  this  include  the  words 
"  propelled  by  steam"  as  applicable  to  boats? 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  This  applies  to  railroads, 
steamboats,  ferry-boats,  or  other  boats. 

Mr.  KASSON.  You  say  "or  other  boats," 
which  will  include  rope-ferries, &c.  I  think  that 
the  words  "propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
steam"  should  be  introduced. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.     I  do  not  object  to  that. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  or  not  it  provides  that  the  money  shall 
be  paid  by  these  several  compaiyes  to  thecollect- 
or.s  within  ten  days.'- 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  It  provides  within  ten 
days  they  shall  return  the  amount. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  And  the  return  is  to  be 
made  in  five  days  after  the  close  of  the  month.' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  No,  sir;  not  within  five 
days  according  to  the  provisions  of  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.     When  is  it  to  be  made.' 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Within  the  firsitweuty 
days  of  the  month,  and  within  ten  days  after  the 
return  is  made  the  duty  is  to  be  paid,  if  the  gen- 
tleman will  look  at  the  bill  he  will  see  that  it  was 
originally  provided  that  the  return  should  be  made 
I  ill  five  days.  I'.ut  upon  representations  upon  this 
1  subject  luudc  lo  the  committee,  they  were  led  to 


conclude  in  reference  to  some  of  these  companies 
that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  them  to 
make  their  returns. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  desire  to  say  that  this 
provision  of  law,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  will  be 
impracticable.  The  assessor  must  make  up  his 
lisls  after  he  receives  the  returns  from  the  per- 
sons liable  to  pay  the  tax,  and  tliose  lists  must 
be  iraiismilted  lo  the  collector,  and  the  collector's 
books  must  be  made  up  after  thai.  Now,  ten  days 
is  not  sufficient  for  all  that.  Now,  I  admit  I  am 
myself  unable  to  understand  what  this  commillee 
is  doing  to-night,  but  I  submit  that  in  all  these 
provisions  we  ought  to  have  a  general  system. 
Manufacturers  are  required  to  make  their  returns 
in  a  certain  time.  After  the  close  of  the  month, 
wilhin  a  certain  number  of  days,  the  assessors 
must  make  their  returns  to  the  collectors;  and 
wilhin  a  certain  number  of  days  the  collectors 
are  required  lo  make  the  collections.  Now,  I 
think  all  these  monthly  returns  should  follow  the 
same  rule. 

I  will  say  here  what  I  have  had  a  mind  to  say 
several  times  during  the  session  of  the  committee 
upon  this  bill,  that  heretofore  I  believe  the  duties 
paid  by  insurance  companies  have  been  paid  di- 
rectly to  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue. 
By  the  bill  as  it  has  already  been  adopted,  and  by 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  these  moneys  are  now  to  be  paid  to  the  col- 
lectors of  the  districts.  The  bill  as  originally  re- 
ported contemplated  a  similar  payment  by  the 
banks  and  railroad  companies  upon  their  divi- 
dends and  the  reserve  made  upon  the  payment  of 
interest  upon  their  indebtedness.  I  think  any  de- 
parture from  the  old  law  in  that  particular  is  ex- 
pensive and  injurious.  We  collect  now  about  six 
million  dollars  a  year;  and  under  the  new  bill  we 
shall  probably  collect  fifteen  or  twenty  million 
dollars  from  the  same  source,  at  a  less  expense 
than  a  like  amount  of  money  was  ever  collected 
in  any  civilized  country.  These  corporations  are 
generally  managed  by  competent  men;  their 
names  and  business  are  known  to  the  Department 
here;  books  are  prepared  in  which  their  namesare 
entered,  and  at  any  moment  you  can  tell  whether 
any  company  is  delinquent  or  not.  Thus  far  they 
have  been  required  by  law  to  make  their  returns 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  and 
they  have  been  made  promptly;  and  wilhin  ten 
days  the  money  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Internal  Revenue  without  any  cost. 

Now,  the  proposition  is  to  transfer  this  simple 
business  of  receiving  the  certificates  of  deposit  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  to  the  col- 
lectors of  the  districts,  thereby  increasing  the  de- 
lay and  increasing  the  expense  of  collection.  I 
believe  that  all  that  this  committee  has  thus  far 
done  with  reference  lothe  collection  of  revenue — 
1  do  not  speak  now  of  duties  imposed,  because 
whatever  has  been  done  in  that  respect  has  been 
in  the  main  well  done — has  been  erroneous. 

[Here  the  hammeri/ell.] 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  that  although  some  parts  of 
the  bill  were  reported  providing  that  these  pay- 
ments should  be  ])aid  lo  the  collectors,  yet  it  was 
the  purpose  oftlie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  restore  every  part  to  such  shape  as  should  jiro- 
vidc  that  they  should  be  madeto  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue.  1  see  that  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Pendleton]  has  not  followed  the  action  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meatis  in  respect  to  this 
matter.  I  trust  he  will  allow  this  ]iroposition  to 
be  amended  so  as  to  make  all  these  moneys  pay- 
able lo  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  Do  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman to  say  that  the  Committee  oftlie  Whole 
adopted  a  provision  of  that  kind.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  believe  we  have  in  every 
instance  directed  that  this  money  should  be  paid 
to  the  CoiTiinissioiier  of  Internal  Revenue. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  think  thatpurposehas 
not  been  carried  out. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  uiuler.=5tand  that  it  has  been 
done  in  every  instance  with  one  exception. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  If  that  is  the  case  I  am 
not  aware  of  it.  I  certainly  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  I  hat  there  should  be 
a  conformiiy,  and  therefore  I  ask  lo  modify  the 
amendment,  and  instead  of  the  words  "  collectors 
of  the  district"  where  they  occur  in  the  amend- 
ment, I  intended  to  offer  to  insert  the  words  "Com- 
missioner of  Internal  Revenue."    That  will  be  in 
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accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  it  will  meet  also  the  objection  raised 
by  tlie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  say  further  in  re- 
ply to  thegentleman  from  Massachusetts,  thatper- 
hapshe  did  not  distinctly  hear  the  proposition  of 
my  colleague  upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  There  are  twenty  days  given  in  the  first 
instance  to  make  the  return,  and  ten  days  afterare 
allowed  for  payment.  I  suggest  to  my  colleague 
that  in  the  forepart  of  the  proposition  the  word 
"boat"  be  stricken  out,  and  "  vessel  propelled 
by  steam  power"  be  inserted  in  its  place. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

Theamendmentto  theamendment  wasagreed  to. 
The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  In  section  one  hundred 
and  two  1  move  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"  business,"  in  line  five,  as  follows: 

And  shall  be  subject  to  ttie  same  provisions,  rulu.s,  and 
penalties  as  are  proscribed  for  the  persons,  firms,  compa- 
nies, or-corporatioii.s  owning  or  possessing  or  liaving  the 
management  of  railroads,  steamboats,  and  ferry-boats. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  move  to  amend  sec- 
tion one  hundred  and  three  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  words"  United  States," in  line  thirteen,  down 
to  and  including  the  words  "  ferry-boats, "in  line 
nineteen,  as  follows: 

And  that  the  said  person,  firm,  company,  association,  or 
corporation  engaged  in  the  business  of  insurance  as  above 
defined,  shall  be  subject  to  the  satne  provisions,  rules,  and 
penalties  as  are  prescribed  for  the  persons,  firms,  compa- 
nies, or  corporations  owning  or  possessing,  or  having  the 
management  of  railroads,  steamboats,  and  ferry-boats. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  sec- 
tion one  hundred  and  five  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  "corporation,"  in  line  seven,  down  to 
the  end  of  the  section,  as  follows: 

And  the  owner,  possessor,  or  person  or  persons  having 
the  care  or  management  of  any  such  telegraphic  line  shall, 
within  five  days  after  the  end  of  each  and  every  month, 
make  a  list  or  return,  in  duplicate,  to  the  assistant  assessor 
of  the  district  within  which  such  owner,  possessor,  com- 
pany, or  corporation  may  have  his  or  its  place  of  business 
or  is  located,  respectively,  stating  the  gross  amount  of  such 
receipts  for  the  month  next  preceding,  which  list  or  return 
shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such  owner, 
possessor,  manager,  agent,  or  other  proper  ofiicer,  in  the 
manner  and  form  to  be  prescribed  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  ;  and  shall,  also,  within 
the  time  prescribed  for  the  payment  of  duties  by  manu- 
facturers, pay  to  the  collector  of  the  district  the  full  amount 
of  duti«s, which  have  accrued  on  such  receipts  for  the  month 
aforesaid ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  to  make  said 
list  or  return  for  the  space  of  five  days  after  sucli  return 
should  be  made  as  aforesaid,  the  assessor  or  assistant  as- 
sessor shall  proceed  to  estimate  the  amount  received  and 
the  duties  paya^ble  thereon,  as  hereinbefore  provided  in 
other  cases  of  delinquency  to  make  return  for  purposes  of 
assessment;  and  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  assess- 
ment, or  of  ascertaining  the  correctness  of  any  such  return, 
thebooksof  any  such  person,  company,  or  corporation  shall 
be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  assessor  or  assistant  as- 
sessor on  his  demand  or  request  therel'or;  and  in  case  of 
neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  the  duties  as  aforesaid  when  the 
same  have  been  ascertained  as  aforesaid  for  the  space  of 
five  days  after  the  same  shall  have  become  payable,  the 
owner,  possessor,  or  person  having  the  management  as 
nlbresaid,  shall  pay,  iji  addition,  five  per  cent,  on  the 
amouiy  of  such  duties  ;  and  for  any  attempt  knowingly  to 
evade  the  payment  of  such  duties,  the  said  owner,  pos- 
sessor, or  person  liaving  the  care  or  management  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  penalty  of  $1,000  for  every 
such  attempt,  to  be  recovered  as  provided  in  this  act  for  the 
recovery  of  penalties;  and  all  provisions  of  this  act  in  re- 
lation to  liens  and  colleclions  by  distraint  not  incompatible 
herewith  shall  apply  to  this  section  and  the  objects  therein 
embraced. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  whether  he  proposes  to  preserve  the  amend- 
nient  made  in  this  section  in  passing  through  the 
bill  before.  We  passed  an  item  of  fifty  percent, 
on  the  additional  charges  of  these  telegraph  com- 
jianies. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  willgive  thegentleman 
from  Iowa  an  opportunity  of  moving  that  amend- 
ment at  the  proper  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  is  one  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  that  was  reserved  for  future 
action,  and  will  be  reached  in  its  regular  order 
wlien  the  gentleman  fi-om  Ohio  gets  through  with 
his  amcndmonta. 

Mr.  PRICE.  This  section  was  acted  on,  and 
t\u'.  amendment  to  which  I  refer  was  agreed  to. 

Tlie  CHAIRMAN.  The  recollection  of  the 
Clerk  corre.'jponds  with  that  of  the  Chair,  that 
no  amendment  was  actually  made,  but  that  the 
section  was  reserved  to  be  coneidered  by  the  com- 
mittee at  some  future  lime. 


Mr.  KASSON.  I  know  that  this  was  among 
the  reserved  sections. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  want  to  know  if  it  was  not 
amended  in  passing  through  the  bill  before.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Theamendment  was  offered, 
but  was  not  acted  on. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  In  section  one  hundred 
and  eleven  I  move  to  sti-ike  out  all  after  the  word 
"  entertainments,"  in  line  thirteen,  down  to  the 
end  of  the  section,  as  follows: 

And  shall  within  five  days  after  the  end  of  ench  and  ev- 
ery ninntli  make  a  list  or  return  to  the  assistant  assessor  of 
the  district  In  which  any  theater,  opera,  circus,  museum, 
or  other  place  or  building,  as  aforesaid,  is  located,  respect- 
ively, stating  the  gross  amount  of  such  receipts  for  the 
month  next  preceding,  which  rt'turn  shall  be  verified  by  tlie 
oath  or  afiirination  of  such  person,  firm,  or  corporation,  or  the 
manager  or  agent  thereof,  in  the  mannerond  form  to  be  pre- 
scribed from  time  to  time  by  the  Commissioner  of  Internal 
Revenue ;  and  shall  also,  within  the  time  prescribed  for 
the  payment  of  duties  on  manufactures,  pay  to  the  collector 
or  deputy  collector  of  the  district  the  full  amount  of  duties 
which  have  accrued  on  such  receipts  for  the  month  afore- 
said,and  be  subject  to  all  theprovislonsof  lawin  relation  to 
assessments,  returns,  liens,  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures, 
not  inconsistent  herewith,  in  the  case  of  manufacturers. 

The  amendiTient  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  now  move  to  insert 
after  section  one  hundred  and  eleven  the  addi- 
tional section  which  1  sent  to  tiie  Clerk's  desk 
and  which  has  been  read. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  insert  the  word 
"form"  before  "company." 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  will  modify  my  amend- 
ment in  that  way. 

The  atnendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  now  move  to  transpose 
section  one  hundred  and  six,  relating  to  banks 
and  banking  ;  sections  one  hundred  and  seven, 
one  hundred  and  eight,  and  one  hundred  and  nine, 
relating  to  lotteries;  and  section  one  hundred  and 
ten,  relating  to  advertisements;  so  that  they  shall 
come  in  after  the  section  just  adopted. 

The  object  in  ti-ansposing  them  is  because  the 
provisionsof  the  section  just  adopted  do  not  apply 
to  the  subjects  of  the  sections  1  wish  tratisposed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETO]>f.  On  page  148,  in  line 
twenty-eight,  I  move  to  strike  out  "  five  hun- 
dred" and  insert  "one  thousand;"  so  as  to  make 
it  correspond  with  the  section  just  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEN  DLETON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  seven  by  striking  out  "|500" 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "^1,000, 
besides  the  additions,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  in 
other  cases  provided;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  in  default  of  making  such  lists  or  returns,  the  said 
proprietors,  managers,  and  agents,  and  all  other  persons 
making  such  sales,  shall  be  subject  to  and  pay  a  penalty  of 
§500  ;  and  the  said  proprietors,  managers,  and  agents  sliall, 
in  default  of  paying  the  said  duty  or  ta,-i  at  the  time  herein 
required,  be  subject  to  and  pay  a  penalty  of  $1,000,  besides 
the  additions,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  in  other  cases  pro- 
vided. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  in  the 
same  section  bv  increasing  the  penalty  of  ^500 
to  p,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  move  to  amend  .<?ection 
one  hundred  and  ten  by  striking  out  "five"  and 
inserting  "ten;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  the  duties,  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  space  of  thirty  days  after  said  duties  be- 
come due  and  payable,  said  owner,  possessor,  or  person  or 
persons  having  the  care  or  management  of  said  newspa- 
pers or  pnlilicatipns,  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay,  in  addition 
thereto,  a  penalty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  due. 

The  atnendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  r  move  to  amend  the 
same  section  by  striking  out  "jp500"and  inserting 
"$1,000;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  in  case  of  fraud  or  evasion,  whereby  the  revenue 
is  attempted  to  be  defrauded,  or  the  duty  withheld,  said 
owners,  possessors,  or  person  or  persons  having  the  care 
or  management  of  said  newspapers  or  other  publications, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  penally  of  $1,000  for 
each  ofi"ense,or  for  any  sum  fraudulently  unaccounted  for. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  the 
same  section  by  adding  after  the  words  "  in  rela- 
tion ti>"  the  words  "  returns,  additions,  penalties, 
forfeitures,"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  all  provisions  in  this  act  in  relation  to  returns,  ad- 
ditions, ))i;nalties,  forfeitures,  liens,  assessments,  and  col- 
lectlion,  not  inconipatible  herewith,  shall  apply  to  this  acc- 
tifui  and  the  obji-ei.s  hcrrin  emhraced. 

The  amendment  was  ngreed  to. 


Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  and  proceed  thereafter  to  collect." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  iTiove  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  seventeen  by  striking  out "  five" 
and  inserting  "  ten;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Sec.  117.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  duties  on 
incomes  herein  imposed  shall  be  levied  on  tlie  1st  day  of 
May,  and  be  due  and  payable  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of 
June,  in  each  year,  until  and  including  the  year  1870,  and 
no  longer;  and  to  any  sum  or  sums  annually  due  and  un- 
paid for  thirty  days  after  the  30th  of  June,  as  aforesaid,  and 
for  ten  days  after  demand  thereof  by  the  collector,  there  shall 
be  levied  in  addition  thereto  the  sum  of  ten  percent,  on  the 
amount  of  duties  unpaid,  as  a  penalty. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  by  striking  out  "$500" 
and  inserting  "  j|l,000;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  for  any  default  in  the  making  or  rendering  of  such 
list  or  return  with  such  declaration  annexed,  tiie  bank, 
trust  company,  savings  institution, or  insurance  company, 
making  such  default,  shall  forfeit  as  a  penalty  the   sum  of 

$1,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  twenty  by  striking  out  "  |500" 
and  inserting  "$1,000;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

And  for  any  default  In  making  or  rendering  such  list  or 
return,  with  the  declaration  annexed,  or  of  the  payment  of 
the  duty  as  aforesaid,  the  railroad  company  making  such 
default  shall  forfeit  as  a  penalty  the  sum  of  §1,000 ;  and  in 
case  of  any  default  in  making  or  rendering  said  list  or  re- 
turn, or  of  the  payment  ofthe  duty,or  any  part  Thereof,  as 
aforesaid,  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  duty  and 
penalty  sliall  be  made  according  to  the  general  provisions 
of  law  in  other  cases  of  neglect  or  refusal. 

The  amendment  wasagreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  by  adding  after  the 
word  "  laws"  the  words  "  the  assistant  assessor 
shall  make  out  such  lists  and  valuations  as  in 
other  cases  of  neglect  or  refusal,  and  shall  assess 
the  duty  thereon,  and  the  collector;"  so  that  it 
will  read: 

Or  shall  deliver  to  said  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  a 
false  schedule  or  statement  of  such  legacies,  property,  or 
personal  estate,  or  give  the  names  and  relationship  ofthe 
persons  entitled  to  beneficial  interests  therein  untruly,  or 
shall  not  truly  and  correctly  set  forth  and  state  therein  the 
clear  value  of  such  beneficial  interest,  or  where  no  admin- 
istration upon  such  property  or  personal  estate  shall  have 
been  granted  or  allowed  under  existing  laws,  the  assistant 
assessor  shall  make  out;  '&.c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend,  just 
after  the  last  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"the  proper  officer  ofthe  United  States." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  1  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  by  striking  out  the 
following: 

And  if  any  such  person,  having  in  his  possession,  charge, 
or  custody  any  such  records,  files,  or  papers,  shall  rel'use 
or  neglect  to  exhibit  the  same  on  request,  as  aforesaid,  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  $.500;  and  in  case  of  any 
delinquency  in  making  the  schedule,  list,  or  statement,  or 
in  the  payment  ofthe  duty  or  tax  accruing,  orwhich  should 
accrue  thereon,  the  assessmentand collection  shall  be  made 
as  provided  for  in  tlie  general  provisions  of  this  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven  by  striking  out  "  and 
a  like  sum  for  every  succeeding  month  during 
which  such  neglect  shall  continue." 

The  amendment  was  agi-eed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  fifty-five  by  adding  after  the 
word  "imposed"  the  words  "or  if  any  person 
shall  willfully  remove  orcauee  to  be  removed  from 
a  stamped  envelope  the  canceling  or  defacing 
marks  thereon  with  intent  to  use  the  same,  or 
cause  the  use  of  the  same  the  second  time,  or  shall 
knowingly  or  willfully  sell  or  buy  such  washed 
stamps  or  offer  the  same  for  sale  or  give  or  expose 
the  same  to  any  person  for  use,  or  knowingly  use 
the  same  with  intent  for  the  second  use  thereof;" 
so  that  it  will  read: 

Or  if  any  person  shall  fraudulently  cut,  tear,  or  get  off,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  cut,  torn,  orgot  off,  the  impression  of 
any  stamp  or  die  which  sliall  liave  been  provided,  made, or 
used  in  pursuance  of  this  act,froni  any  vellum,  parchment, 
or  paper,  or  any  instrument  or  writing  charged  or  charge- 
able with  any  ofthe  duties  hereby  imposed  ;  or  if  any  per- 
son shall  willlully  remove;  &c. 

The  aiTiendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  PENDLETON.     I  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six  byatrikingoutllic  word 
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"  niisdi.meaiinr"  aiui  iiiserliiig  in  lieu  thereof  the 
word  "  ftloiiy,"  so  that  it  will  read: 

Any  pcr.-oM  wlm  shall  Iraudulently  obtain  or  use  any  of 
the  aion.-iiid  stamps  or  designs  tlierel'or,  and  any  person 
for;,'in,!,',  or  coiinterleiting,  or  causing  or  procuring  the  forg- 
ing or  counli'rf<Mting  any  representation,  likeness,  simili- 
tude, or  colorahle  imitation  of  the  said  last-mentioned 
stamp,  or  any  engraver  or  printer  who  shall  sell  or  give 
away  said  stamps,  or  sidling  the  same,  or,  being  a  merehant, 
broker,  peddler,  or  person  dealing,  In  whole  or  in  part,  in 
similar  goods,  wans,  mcrcliandise,  manufactures,  prepa- 
rations, or  articles,  or  those  designed  for  similar  objects  or 
purposes,  shall  have  knowingly  or  fraudulently  in  his,  her, 
or  their  possession  any  such  Ibrged, counterfeited  likeness, 
similitude,  or  colorahle  imitation  of  the  said  last -mentioned 
stamp,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  felony,  and,  upon  con- 
viction thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  penalties,  fines, 
and  lorfeitures  prescribed  in  llie  preceding  section  of  this 
act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  On  pag(3  28,  section  twenty- 
seven,  1  inove  to  change  in  line  two  the  word 
*'  ten"  to  the  word  "  twenty,"  so  as  to  make  it 
read: 

That  each  of  said  collectors  shall,  within  twenty  days 
after  receiving  his  annual  collection  list  from  the  assessors, 
respectively,  as  aforesaid,  give  notice,  by  advertisement 
published  in  each  county  in  his  collection  district,  in  one 
newspaper  printed  in  such  county,  if  any  such  there  be, 
and  by  notifications  to  be  posted  up  in  at  least  four  public 
places  in  each  county  in  his  collection  district,  thatthesaid 
duties  have  become  due  and  payable,  and  state  the  time 
and  place  within  said  county  at  which  he  or  his  deputy  will 
attend  to  receive  the  same,  which  time  shall  not  be  less 
than  ten  days  after  such  notification. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  In  lines  thirty-fiveand  thirty- 
seven  I  move  the  same  amendment,  so  as  to  make 
the  cUiuse  read: 

An<l  with  respect  to  all  such  duties  or  taxes  as  are  not 
included  in  the  annual  lists  aforesaid,  and  all  taxes  and 
duties  the  collection  of  which  is  not  otherwise  provided 
lor  in  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  collector,  in  per- 
son or  by  deputy,  to  demand  payment  thereof,  in  the  man- 
ner last  mentioned,  within  twenty  days  from  and  after  re- 
ceiving the  list  thereof  from  the  assessor,  or  within  twenty 
days  from  and  after  the  expiration  ofthe  time  within  wliici) 
sueli  duty  or  tax  should  have  been  paid. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  section  being  under  considera- 
tion— 

Sec.  73.  Ami  he  it  further  enact ci] ,  ThM  in  every  case 
whiTe  more  than  one  of  ihe  pursuits,  i'm|iloynients,'or  oc- 
cupations, hereinafter  described,  shall  be  pur-sued  or  carried 
on  in  the  same  place  l)y  the  same  person  at  the  same  time, 
except  as  therein  mentioned,  license  must  be  taken  out  for 
each  according  to  the  rates  severally  prescribed — 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  add  at  the  end 
thereof  as  follows: 

Provided,  Tliat  in  towns  having  a  less  population  than 
six  thousand  persons,  according  to  the  last  preceding  cen- 
sus, one  license  so  applied  for  may  embrace  the  business 
of  insurance  agents,  land-warrant  brokers,  claim  agents, 
and  real  estate  agents,  upon  payment  of  the  highest  fee 
applicable  to  either  one  of  said  pursuits. 

My  reason  for  offering  this  amendment  is,  that 
in  these  small  towns  the  persons  who  engage  in 
these  pursuits  make  barely  a  living,  the  amount 
of  hu.siness  transacted  by  them  being  very  small. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  On  page  97,  in  line  four  hun- 
dred and  nine,  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  word  "others"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "  more  than  one  person  under  him  or 
them." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  submit  also  another  amend- 
ment, for  which  I  have  not  the  authority  of  the 
Cominittfe  of  Ways  and  Means,  but  to  vvhich  I 
desire  to  call  the  aiiention  of  this  committee.  J 
move  to  strike  out  of  lines  four  hundred  and  eleven 
and  four  hundred  and  twelve,  saine  section,  the 
woids  "  who  shall  not  liave  taken  out  a  license 
us  a  manufacturer,"  so  that  the  paragraph  as 
amended  would  read: 

47.  Miners  sliall  pay  for  each  and  every  license  the  sum 
often  dollars.  Kvery  person,  lirm,  or  company  who  shall 
employ  more  than  one  person  under  liim  or  them  in  the 
hii'luess  of  mining  for  coal,  for  gold,  silver,  quicksilver, 
copper,  lend.  Iron,  zinc,  spelter,  or  other  minerals,  shall  be 
regarded  as  a  miner  under  this  act. 

1  desire  to  say  upon  that  amendment  that  the 
business  ofthe  mirier  is  as  distinct  from  that  of 
the  manufacturer  as  is  the  business  of  the  manu- 
farturer  of  goods  from  that  of  the  person  who 
Sells  them  at  retail  or  wholesale.  The  object  of 
ilie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  been  not 
to  lequire  the  (lerson  who  acttitiliy  works  in  the 
mines  to  take  out  a  license.  At  the  same  time, 
it  Hiiems  to  me  that  the  person  engaged  in  the  busi- 
iicbs  uf  manufacturing  minerals  ought  not  to  be 


required  to  pay  a  license  as  a  miner,  the  business 
of  mining  and  manufacturing  being  entirely  dis- 
tinct. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  desire  to  offer  a  remark 
or  two  upon  this  subject,  and  to  enable  me  to  do 
so  I  will  move  to  strike  out  the  whole  section. 
Now,  sir,  there  are  no  people  in  this  country  who 
understand  better  the  condition  ofthe  Government 
than  the  miners.  They  fully  realize  the  fact  that 
we  have  reached  a  point  where  it  becomes  neces- 
sary for  the  Government  to  tax  heavily  or  perish. 
And,  sir,  there  are  no  people  in  this  country  who 
are  more  willing  to  contribute  to  the  preservation 
of  this  Government  than  the  loyal  miners  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  There  are  no  people  more  liberal 
than  tiiey  are.  They  are  as  willing  to  give  their 
last  dollar  as  are  the  people  of  Iowa,  to  whom  the 
gentleman  from  that  State  |Mr.  Wilson]  this  af- 
ternoon referred. 

But,  sir,  there  are  two  modes  of  taxation — one 
is  to  tax  the  people  in  a  manner  that  is  not  odious, 
and  the  other  is  to  tax  them  in  an  odious  and  ob- 
noxious manner.  And  this,  sir,  is  one  of  the  lat- 
ter class. 

It  is  true  that  the  gentleman  seeks  so  to  qualify 
his  section  by  the  amendment,  that  the  person 
who  mines  for  himself  on  individual  enterprise 
shall  not  be  required  to  pay  for  a  license;  that  the 
license  shall  be  confined  to  the  person  or  persons 
who  employ  others.  Now,  sir,  in  a  certain  class 
of  mining,  called  tunnel  mining,  the  only  way  the 
mines  can  be  opened  is  by  a  large  class  of  miners 
associating  together  and  employing  others.  I 
have  known  companies  of  that  kind  to  work  for 
one,  two,  three,  four,  and  five  years,  running  a 
bed-rock  tunnel  without  receiving  one  dollar.  And 
probably,  after  they  get  through  the  mountain, 
after  they  have  succeeded  in  getting  through  the 
tunnel,  they  then  get  not  a  dollar,  because  there 
are  no  minerals  there. 

Now,  sir,  to  impose  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  upon 
each  one  of  these  companies  running  bed-rock  tun- 
nels, without  knowing  whether  they  are  to  receive 
anythingfor  theirlaborornot,  is,  in  myjudgment, 
unjust.  It  is  not  just  to  tax  them  on  probabilities, 
on  whatare  called  hazards,  on  uncertainties, which 
are  the  peculiarity  of  this  description  of  mining. 
I  undertake  to  say  that  while  probably  not  so  in- 
tended, it  is  an  outrage  upon  that  kind  of  miners 
and  mining. 

Where  a  company  employs  others  to  prospect 
a  quartz  vein  and  operates  two  or  three  years 
without  making  a  single  cent,  not  knowing 
whether  or  not  there  is  auything  in  the  vein  until 
they  have  detennined  that  fact  by  dint  of  labor 
and  capital,  1  say  that  to  impose  a  tax  upon  that 
labor  is  obnoxious.  You  may  realize  but  a  few 
dollars  from  this  tax,  but  I  hope  that  the  com- 
mittee will  impose  it  in  some  other  way.  Im- 
pose a  tax  upon  the  product  or  in  some  other 
way;  then  you  will  get  the  same  amount  of  rev- 
enue, and  the  tax  will  not  be  obnoxious. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia says  that  the  miners  of  his  part  of  the 
country  understand  the  necessities  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  well  as  any  other  people,  and  that  they 
are  as  ready  to  perform  their  duty  in  respect  to 
paying  taxes.     1  believe  it. 

This  section  of  the  bill  is  not  intended  to  apply 
exclusively  to  California,  but  is  intended  to  ap- 
ply to  all  wlio  are  engaged  in  mining,  whether  of 
iron,  coal,  copper,  lead,  silver,  orgold.  By  strik- 
ing out  this  provision  we  will  lose  a  vast  amount 
of  money  in  all  of  the  States.  I  trust  that  tlie 
committee  will  not  be  guilty  of  such  a  neglect  of 
duty  as  to  abandon  the  subject  of  license  of  mi- 
ners when  we  restrict.and  narrow  the  description 
of  ihem  more  than  any  other  license  in  the  whole 
bill.  We  do  not  impose  the  tax  on  anybody  at 
all  who  does  not  employ  more  than  one  person. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  Just  a  moment.  Still  the 
miners  will  look  upon  it  in  this  way:  that  it  is 
charging  them  for  tiie  privilege  of  finding  a  mine. 
1  say,  sir,  that  a  man  who  finds  a  mine  is  a  ben- 
efactor not  only  to  himself  but  to  the  country. 
The  miners  will  look  upon  this  tax  in  this  way. 
If  a  tax  is  to  be  imposed  let  it  be  made  less  ob- 
noxious. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  argument  would  hold 
good  if  the  miners  of  California  were  taxed  when 
they  start  out  to  hunt  the  hidden  treasures  of 
Captain  Kidd.     [Laughter.]     But  they  are  not. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HIGBY.     I  move  to  insert  after  the  word 


"miners"  the  words  "  actually  producing  min- 
eral. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  tnay  have  been  well  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  that  there  are  many 
other  kinds  of  miners  included  as  well  as  those 
of  gold;  men  who  mine  for  iron  ore,  men  who 
mine  for  lead,  and  men  who  mine  for  copper; 
but  the  mines  which  the  genrieman  has  in  his 
mind  are  all  producing  mineral.  But  there  is  a 
vast  expenditure  of  laborand  capital  in  Califor- 
nia, and  in  all  the  Territories  where  the  precious 
metals  are  found,  in  the  way  of  "prospecting," 
from  which  frequently  not  a  cent  is  returned. 
Now  this  paragraph  would  cover  that  class  of 
men,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  right.  They  should 
not  be  made  to  pay  a  tax  until  mineral  is  pro- 
duced. 

The  paragraph  was  read,  as  follows: 
47.  Minersshall  pay  for  each  and  every  license  thesum 
of  ten  dollars.  Every  person,  firm,  or  company  who  shall 
employ  others  in  the  business  of  mining  for  coal,  for  gold, 
silver,  quicksilver,  copper,  lead,  iron,  zinc,  spelter,  or  other 
minerals,  who  shall  not  have  taken  outalicense  as  araan- 
ufacturer,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  miner  under  this  act. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
California  whether  his  object  would  not  be  ac- 
complished by  striking  out  the  word  "  for"  where 
it  occurs  before  the  words  "coal"  and  "  gold." 
The  paragraph  was  not  intended  to  cover  cases 
of  "  prospecting." 

Mr.  HIGBY.  The  object  is  this:  that  these 
miners  should  not  be  compelled  to  pay  this  li- 
cense until  they  have  mines  producing  mineral. 
I  passed  a  claim  last  year,  while  making  a  can- 
vass of  the  State,  where  they  had  been  at  work 
for  two  years  with  an  expenditure  of  $30,000  and 
had  made  nothing.  And  those  instances  are  com- 
mon in  California. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  ac- 
cept the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa? 

Mr.  HIGBY.  I  do,  with  the  words  to  be  in- 
serted which  I  have  indicated. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  next  reserved  sec- 
tion is  on  page  106,  which  the  Clerk  will  read. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  85.  Andhe  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person,  firm, 
company,  or  corporation  inanul'aeturing  or  producing  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  sold  or  removed  for  consumption 
or  use,  upon  which  duties  or  taxes  are  imposed  by  law, 
shall,  in  their  return  of  the  value  and  quantity,  renijer  an 
account  of  the  full  amount  of  actual  sales  made  by  the 
manufacturer,  producer,  or  agent  thereof,  and  shall  state  In 
a  separate  column  the  items  and  accouni  of  the  deductions, 
if  any,4;laimed ;  whether  any  part,  and  if  so,  what  part, 
of  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  has  been  consumed 
or  used  by  the  owner,  owners,  or  agent,  or  used  for  the 
production  of  any  other  manufaclure  or  product,  together 
with  the  market  value  of  the  same  at  the  time  of  such  use 
or  consumption;  whether  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise were  shipped  for  a  foreign  port  orconsieiied  to  auction 
or  commission  merchants,  other  than  agents,  for  sale;  and 
shall  make  a  return  according  to  the  value  at  the  place  of 
shipment,  when  shipped  for  a  foreign  port,  or  according  to 
the  value  at  the  place  of  manufaclure  or  production,  when 
removed  for  use  or  consumption,  or  consigned  to  others 
tiian  agents  of  the  manufacturer  or  producer,  &c. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  add  after  the 
word  "producer,"  where  it  last  occurs,  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  value  and  quantity  of  goods,  wares,  and  mvclian- 
dise  required  to  be  stateil  as  aforesaid,  and  subject  to  ad 
valorem  duty,  shall  be  estimated  by  the  actual  sales  by  the 
inanufaciurer,  or  by  his,  her,  or  their  agents  or  persons  act- 
ing in  his,  her,  or  their  behalf. 

I  will  merely  say  that  that  is  in  the  present  law, 
and  was  accidentally  omitted  in  this  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend,  in  lines 
twenty-seven  and  twenty-eight,  page  IOC,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  the  actual  commissions 
paid,  but  not  exceeding  three  per  cent.,"  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  "  the  reasonable  commis- 
sions and  other  expenses  bonafide  paid."  This 
relates  to  the  deductions  allowed  to  the  manufac- 
turer of  goods  upon  sale  thereof. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  on  line 
ninety -three,  page  118,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"juice"  the  words  "  when  removed  from  the  plant- 
ation." This  will  make  the  duty  on  molasses, 
&c.,  payable  whenever  it  is  removed  from  the 
plantation. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  amend  on  page 
119,  line  one  hundred  and  four,  by  striking  out 
"  ojie"  and  inserting  "  two,"  so  as  to  make  the 
duty  on   the  gross  amount  of  the  sales  of  sugar 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1915 


refinera  Lwo  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem  in- 
stciul  of  one  and  a  half. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  insert  on  page  127, 
after  line  three  hundred  and  sixteen,  the  following: 

On  quicksilver  produced  I'rom  tlie  ore,  a  duty  of  live 
per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  I  object  to  that  amendment,  but 
not  because  my  own  State  is  particularly  interested 
any  more  probably  than  many  other  localities. 
We  have  one  very  extensive  quicksilver  mine  in 
that  State  already  developed,  but  I  do  not  mean 
10  apply  my  remarks  directly  to  that  company  or 
to  the  profits  of  it. 

It  will  be  readily  seen  that  quicksilver  is  noth- 
ing but  a  commodity  which  has  no  fixed  value 
like  gold  and  silver.  Its  value  varies  like  that  of 
any  otherkind  of  property.  The  community  must 
pay  tlie  greater  amount  of  the  duty  which  is  put 
upon  this  article  justas  much  as  theydo  the  duty 
put  upon  iron.  The  company  cannot  be  reached 
and  made  itself  to  pay  this  tax,  because  the  busi- 
ness is  almost  a  monopoly,  and  they  have  the  con- 
trol of  the  market,  and  can  make  the  community 
pay  whatever  they  clioose.  Thegreatbody  of  the 
mining  population  have  to  purchase  quicksilver 
for  their  business.  It  enters  into  their  daily  opera- 
tions, and  wherever  it  has  to  be  purchased  there 
the  price  will  have  to  be  paid  which  is  demanded 
by  these  companies. 

If  it  were  an  article  produce(W)y  many  com- 
panies the  case  would  be  quite  different;  because 
then  they  would  enter  into  competition  with  each 
other.  But  as  that  is  not  so,  they  can  make  the 
production  as  gi-eat  a  monopoly  as  they  please, 
and  the  more  you  increase  the  taxes  so  much  the 
more  the  community  itself  must  pay.  Such  will 
be  the  practical  effect  of  putting  such  a  tax  upon 
this  article. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  do  not  understand  that  this 
business  is  any  less  profitable  than  any  other  pur- 
suit in  any  other  portion  of  the  country;  and  the 
oTily  argument  the  gentleman  has  used  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment  is,  that  they  having  a  mo- 
nopoly and  the  power  to  increase  their  prices,  will 
be  induced  to  increase  them  if  we  tax  them.  I 
trust  the  amendment  will  be  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  In  the  next  line  I  move  to 
strike  out  "  and  quicksilver"  and  to  insert  "  and" 
between  "gold"and  "silver."  This  takes  quick- 
silver out  of  the  list  of  three  per  cent,  duties. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  strike  out  of  line 
three  hundred  and  nineteen  the  words  ^' ad  valo- 
rem." Gentlemen  from  the  mining  districts  think 
that  if  they  have  to  pay  an  ad  valorem  duty  on  gold 
and  silver,  they  would  not  only  be  compelled  to 
pay  three  dollars  upon  a  hundred,  but  three  per 
cent,  upon  the  value  of  gold  estimated  in  green- 
backs. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  move  to  amend  by 
adding  after  line  two  hundred  and  twenty-two, 
in  reference  to  the  duty  on  gold  and  silver,  the 
following  proviso; 

Jlnd -provided  further,  Tlintnoiliiiig  contained  in  tills  sec- 
tion sluill  apply  to  gold  and  silver  produced  by  smelting,  or 
from  wliat  is  known  as  sweepings,  nor  to  tlie  refining  of 
said  inctals. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  wiiole 
paragraph  in  relation  to  gold  and  silver,  and  in- 
sert ill  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

Oil  all  gold  and  silver  exceeding  in  value  $600  in  coin, 
produced  annually  from  any  mining  claim,  a  duty  of  tliiee 
percent.:  Provided,  That  any  such  mining  claim  shall  be 
no  larger  in  ground  or  lode,  for  the  purposes  of  tliis  tax, 
tlia4i  is  allowed  to  eacli  individual  by  location  under  the 
rules,  regulations,  andcustomsof  miners  established  in  Ihe 
mining  district  In  which  such  claim  is  located. 

The  paragraph  as  reported  by  the  committee 
contemplates  taking  three  cents  from  every  dol- 
lar of  gold  and  silver  taken  from  the  mines.  I 
have  failed  to  hear  from  the  committee  any  rea- 
son why  a  man  who  goes  into  the  earth  and  delves 
for  gold  and  .silver  should  not  first  be  protected 
in  havinga  living,  just  as  much  as  any  other  per- 
son in  any  other  business.  The  common  laborer 
is  not  taxed  until  a  certain  amount  is  set  apart 
for  a  livelihood.  Why  a  miner  should  have  to 
go  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth  and  extract  this 
article,  and  not  first  have  protected  to  him  a  suf- 
ficient amount  to  live  on,  I  do  [lot  understand. 
Let  him  first  have  his  living  ua  ^y^ry  other  man 


has,  and  tlien  put  your  tax  on.  There  is  no  jus- 
tice in  doing  it  before  that.  If  the  farmer  and 
mechanic  need  |^600  a  year  to  live  on,  I  think  the 
miner  needs  about  that  amount  to  live  on  for  the 
year,  and  I  do  not  know  where  he  is  to  acquire 
that  amount  unless  it  be  from  the  product  of  his 
labor  iw  the  mines.  Justice  and  equality  require 
that  he  should  have  something  reserved  to  him 
for  his  livelihood  as  much  as  any  man  who  fol- 
lows any  other  pursuit.  It  is  therefore  but  right 
that  he  should  be  protected  on  |600  or  some  other 
specified  amount  before  you  begin  to  tax  or  levy 
a  premium  on  his  labor. 

Now,  I  have  fixed  this  amendment  so  definitely 
that  the  miners  will  understand  its  language.  It 
is  perfectly  well  known  to  them,  although  mem- 
bers here  may  not  understand  it  so  well.  1  liave 
quoted  the  language  used  in  our  statutes  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject.  Let  it  be  well  understood 
that  this  is  a  tax  over  and  above  the  income  tax. 
It  is  in  addition  to  that.  We  find  no  fault  with 
the  committee  for  taxing  miners  a  certain  amount 
over  and  above  the  income  tax,  but  we  do  insist 
that  tliere  shall  be  something  first  secured  to  the 
miner  as  a  source  of  livelihood.  That  is  but  just 
and  right. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to 
me  that  these  gold  miners,  who  are  a  very  meri- 
torious class  of  people,  have  been  very  much 
spoiled  heretofore  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  now  they  are  showing  it  through 
their  Representatives.  The  manufacturer  who 
finds  his  own  capital  pays  five  per  cent,  upon  the 
products,  but  these  are  not  manufacturers.  They 
come  upon  the  lands  which  belong  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  we  only  charge  them  a  royalty  on 
what  they  are  digging  of  our  gold.  They  come 
upon  our  lands  on  which  they  have  no  business 
at  all  except  by  the  permission  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  now  we  only  ask  them  to  pay  three 
per  cent,  on  the  rich  metal  they  extract.  Why, 
sir,  in  Pennsylvania  you  cannot  get  the  right  to 
mine  coal  short  of  twenty-five  cents  per  ton,  and 
you  cannot  get  the  right  to  mine  iron  ore  short 
of  from  fifty  cents  to  a  dollar  per  ton.  That  is 
what  the  owners  of  the  land  charge.  As  tlie 
owners  of  these  lands  we  are  not  charging  these 
miners  for  their  labor;  we  are  simply  charging 
them  a  royalty. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if 
gold  and  silver  do  not  have  a  standard  value.'  But 
wheii  other  articles  are  taxed  the  price  will  of 
course  rise.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  when 
iron  is  taxed  it  is  not  sold  for  a  higher  price.' 

Mr.  STEVENS.  We  are  not  taxing  wrought 
gold  and  silver.  We  are  taxing  the  right  to  dig 
the  ore.  When  the  owner  of  lands  containing  iron 
ore  sells  the  right  to  dig  it,  he  charges  from  fifty 
cents  to  a  dollar  aton,and  besides  that  if  the  man 
who  purchases  that  right  be  a  manufacturer  he 
has  to  pay  a  high  manufacturers'  tax  in  addition. 
But  here  we  only  tax  the  right  to  dig  the  ore.  I 
am  sorry  our  friends  from  California  do  not  ap- 
preciate the  liberality  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  HIGBY  called  for  tellers  on  his  amend- 
ment. 

Ti'llers  were  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  WALLACE.  I  move  to  amend  this  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  proviso,  which  is  in  these 
words: 

Provided,  That  all  such  duties  accruing  upon  gold  and 
silver  produced  as  aforesaid  sliall  be  due  and  payable  in 
coin  or  bullion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  this  is  the  only  instance 
in  this  bill  where  a  distinction  is  made  in  the  char- 
acter of  the  payments  required  to  be  made  by  the 
people.  The  miners  are  required  to  pay  in  coin 
or  in  gold  or  silver  bullion.  I  ask  the  committee 
whether  there  is  any  fair  and  good  reason  for 
making  such  a  distinction.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  has  flooded  the  Pacific  coast 
with  paper  money.  Every  person  engaged  in 
business  there,  whether  he  is  running  a  rum-mill, 
a  billiard-saloon,  ora  bowling-alley,  can  pay  the 
tax  required  of  him  in  the  paper  currency  of  the 
country  issued  by  the  Government  itself.  But 
when  you  come  to  the  miner,  the  most  meritori- 
ous class  of  people  in  that  section  of  country,  you 
require  him  to  pay  his  taxes  in  gold  or  silver. 
When  the  tax-gatherer  comes  around,  and  the 
miner  [iresents  to  him  the  paper  currency  i.ssued 
by  theGoveriiment,  it  is  repudiated.  Why  should 
Congress  place  the  Government  in  that  position, 


repudiating  its  paper,  and  requiring  miners  to 
pay  in  coin  or  gold  or  silver  bullion,  while  every 
other  person  can  pay  his  taxes  in  the  currency 
of  the  country  .'  For  that  reason,  and  believing 
that  this  is  an  inequality  which  is  odious  and  of- 
fensive, I  have  offered  the  amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered  on  the  amendment;  and 
Messrs.  Steele,  of  New  Jersey,  and  Shannon, 
were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  sixty-four,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  debate  on 
these  paragraphs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration  as 
a  special  order  the  internal  revenue  bill,  and  had 
come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  all  debate  on 
these  paragraphs  shall  close  in  one  second  after  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  shall  be  resumed  in  the 
Committee  of  theWhole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended;  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Wash- 
burne, of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration,  as  a  special  order,  of  the  internal 
revenue  bill,  all  debate  on  the  pending  paragraphs 
being  closed  in  one  second. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Add  to  the  paragraph  the  following  proviso: 
Provided,  Upon  tliii  payment  of  such  tax  by  the  owner  or 
company  owning  any  mine,  the  collector  of  internal  rev- 
enue for  the  district  in  which  the  mining  claim  is  located, 
shall  execute  a  receipt  to  the  party  piaying  the  same,  par- 
ticularly describing  the  mine,  and  such  receipt  shall  be  evi- 
dence in  favor  of  the  party  holding  the  same  of  his  or  their 
right  to  the  use,  occupancy,  and  possession  of  the  mine,  so 
described,  as  against  the  United  States:  Provided  further, 
Tliat  if  any  person  or  company  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay 
the  tax  herein  provided  for,  the  party  so  neglecting  or  re- 
fusing shall  forever  forfeit  all  right  to  such  mine  or  claim, 
and  the  same  sliall  be  open  and  subject  to  relocation  by  any 
other  person. 

Mr.  GANSOrS'.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  providing  that  the  receiptshall  bear  such 
stamp  as  is  required  for  the  conveyance  of  real 
estate.     [Laughter.] 

The  amendment  to  theamendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Shannon's  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BENNET.  I  move  to  amend  section 
ninety-five,  line  three  hundred  and  nineteen,  by 
inserting  after  the  words  ^^  ad  valorem"  the  words 
"  on  the  net  proceeds;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

On  gold,  silver,  and  quicksilver,  produced  from  quartz 
mines,  from  beds  of  rivers,  from  tlie  earth,  or  in  any  other 
way  or  manner,  a  duty  of  three  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the 
net  proceeds. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  same 
paragraph  by  striking  out  "  three  per  cent."  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  "five  per  cent." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move  to  add  the  following 
as  a  new  section,  after  section  ninety-five: 

Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  every  person,  firm,  or 
corporation  wlio  shall  have  made  any  contract  prior  to  the 
passage  of  this  act,  and  without  other  provisions  therein 
lor  the  payment  of  duties,  by  law  enacted  subsequently 
thcr(!to,  on  articles  to  be  delivered  under  such  contract,  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  add  to  the  prices 
thereof  so  much  money  as  will  be  equivalent  to  the  duty 
so  subsequently  imposed  on  said  articles,  and  not  pre- 
viously paid  by  the  vendee  ;  and  shall  be  entitled  by  virtue 
thereof  to  be  paid  and  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same  ac- 
cordingly :  Provided,  That  when  the  United  States  is  the 
purchaser  under  such  prior  contract,  the  certificate  of  the 
proper  officer  of  the  Department,  by  which  the  contract 
was  made,  showing,  according  to  regulations  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  ar'icles  so 
purchased  by  the  United  States  and  liable  to  such  subse- 
(|uent  duty,  shall  be  taken  and  received,  so  far  as  the  same 
is  applicable,  in  discliargeof  sucii  subsequentduties  on  ar- 
ticles so  contnictcd  to  be  delivered  to  the  United  States, 
and  actually  delivered  according  to  such  contract. 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  section  before  pro- 
posed and  modified  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  which  was  subsequently  reserved 
fur  redraft.     It  has  been  somewhat  modified. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  n.sic  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  whether  it  would  be  proper 
to  modify  this  amendment  so  as  to  relieve  parties 
who  have  contracted  to  carry  the  United  States 
mail  from  this  tax?  That  is  the  proposition  I 
m.ide  the  other  dny. 

Mr.  KASSON.  There  is  no  special  tax  on 
mail  contractors.  This  refers  to  articles  of  man- 
ufacture. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  am  aware 
of  that;  but  the  equity  would  apply  to  those  who 
in  March  last  contracted  to  carry  the  United  States 
mails  for  four  years.  This  bill,  as  it  now  stands, 
taxes  them  upon  theircontracts.  In  other  words, 
it  deducts  a  portion  of  the  compensation  the  Gov- 
ernment contracted  to  pay. 

Mr.  KASSON.  There  is  no  tax  upon  thecon- 
tracts.  They  are  only  taxed  upotv  their  incomes, 
like  all  other  jiarties. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking-  out  that  portion  which  author- 
izes the  vender  to  commence  action  against  the 
vendee  to  recover  taxes  which  this  bill  assesses. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  it  only  applies  to  articles  contraeted  for  be- 
fore the  passage  of  the  law.  It  does  not  apply 
to  contracts  made  subsequent  to  its  passage. 

M  r.  GANSON.  As  1  understand  this  amend- 
ment, while  you  tax  the  vender,  he  is  authorized 
to  recover  the  tax  from  the  vendee,  and  to  insti- 
tute action  against  him  for  that  purpose.  Now, 
1  do  not  know  what  authority  this  Congress  has 
to  authorize  one  individual  to  .sue  another  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  a  United  States  tax. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  that  under  the  existing  law  the  same 
tax  is  imposed  upon  the  purchaser,  to  be  recov- 
ered from  him.  What  we  now  propose  is  to 
require  the  manufacturer  to  pay  the  entire  tax. 
Under  the  present  law,  the  manufacturer  pays  a 
part,  and  the  vendee  a  part,  making  it  necessary 
to  collect  the  tax  from  two  parties.  We  simply 
jiropose  now  that  the  same  parties  shall  in  effect 
pay  the  same  tax,  but  the  manufacturer  shall  pay 
It  to  the  Government.  That  system  is  adopted 
in  England.  The  tax  is  there  collected  from  the 
niatiufactisrer.  But  the  right  is  conferred  on  htm 
to  recover  it  again  from  the  purchaser.  The  sys- 
tem works  well  tliere,  and  there  is  no  reason  at 
all  that  I  perceive  why  we  should  not  adopt  the 
same  simple  system.  There  is  no  limitation  at 
all  in  the  Constitution  which  can  prevent  us  from 
conferring  this  authority  upon  the  manufacturer 
to  recover  back  the  tax  so  collected  of  him.  It  is 
in  the  nature  of  the  well-known  action  at  com- 
mon law  to  recover  back  money  paid  and  ex- 
pended for  the  use  of  another.  When  the  exist- 
ing law  first  went  into  operation,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  then  at  the  head  of  the  In- 
t(.'rnal  Revenue  department,  [Mr.  Boutweli.,] 
so  construed  it  as  to  require  precisely  what  my 
ameiidrnent  provides  for,  butinasmuch  as  the  law 
expressly  said  the  tax  should  be  paid  by  the  pur- 
chaser, it  was  decided  afterwards  that  it  must  be 
collected  directly  from  him.  I  think  my  amend- 
ment is  right,  and  hope  it  v/ill  be  adopted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  insist  on  his  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment.' 

Mr.  GANSON.     I  do. 

Mr.  KASSON.  The  gentleman's  amendment 
would  changi!  the  whole  character  of  the  section. 

Mr.  GANSON.     That  is  my  purpose. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  on  page  1.39. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  There  was  an  amend- 
ment on  page  1.37  which  had  been  offered  to  the 
I'ill,  and  which  v/as  passed  over  informally  with 
tin;  section.  A  niotiftn  was  made  by  some  geii- 
lioman  on  the  other  sid(!  to  amend  section  ninely- 
neven,  in  the  thirty-eighth  line,  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "  securiti('s"  the  words  "  the  same  not 
being  honajide  iiis  own  property;"  so  as  to  make 
the  proviaion  of  the  section  read  as  follows: 

Prorldcd,  'J'liat  any  iht.'^oii,  firm,  or  company,  not  bring 
llrniiscd  HR  a  broker,  who  sliall  sell  or  ofler  to  ncIl  any 
gold  and  Kllvor  bull  ion,  ("terl  lug  exchange.,  iiiiourront  money, 
liroiniNsory  notes,  stoekH,  hond.i,  or  otiirr  8ucuritin!i,  tlu; 
Kline  not  being  bona  fide  hia  own  ])ro|)erty.  cball  be  liable, 
in  addition  to  all  ollnrr  pi'naltics  jirovidi.'d  in  such  rasu:<,  to 
pay  fitly  pcrccni,  in  addlli'iM  to  tlic  lorrgoing  duties  and 
rail's  Ml' duly. 


Mr.  KASSON.  The  gentleman  states  cor- 
rectlv. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  Thequestion  will  then  be 
on  the  amendment  just  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  trust  that  amendment  will 
not  be  ado]ited.  All  these  brokers  buy  gold  on 
theii-own  account,  and  this  proviso,  if  so  amended, 
would  prevent  our  getting  any  revenue  at  all  from 
them. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  then  move  to  amend  my 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  entire  proviso, 
and  I  will  briefly  give  my  reasons  for  it.  It  will 
be  perceived  by  this  proviso  that  any  person  sell- 
ing or  negotiating  gold  and  silver  bullion, sterling 
exchange,  uncurrent  money,  stocks,  promissory 
notes,  &c.,  is  liable  to  pay  a  fine  unless  he  takes 
out  a  license  as  a  broker.  Now,  sir,  I  will  sim- 
ply state,  and  gentlemen  in  the  West  will  appre- 
ciate my  reason,  that  I  think  this  proviso  ought 
to  be  stricken  out.  The  principal  part  of  our 
currency  is  in  the  notes  of  State  banks.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  these  national  banks  will  drive  them 
out  of  existence.  It  is  believed  that  a  great  por- 
tion of  theiTi  will  not  be  able  to  pay  the  tax  you 
impose  upon  their  circulation.  What  is  the  mer- 
chant to  do  when  he  takes  this  money  and  it  de- 
preciates in  his  hands.'  Under  this  bill  he  will 
not  be  allowed  to  sell  it.  He  cannot  sell  it  unless 
he  takes  out  a  license  as  a  broker.  It  will  be 
unjust.  It  will  operate  as  a  hardship  in  the  North- 
west, where  the  greater  ntmiber  of  notes  in  cir- 
culation may  be  deemed  uncurrent,  for  hardly  one 
of  them  is  above  par. 

And  there  is  another  thing.  In  ordinary  trans- 
actions in  the  West  promissory  notes  given  from 
A  to  B  are  not  unfrequently  jiassed  over  to  C  to 
pay  indebtedness  in  lieu  of  money.  I  ask  whether 
it  would  not  be  a  hardship  where  a  man  passes  a 
promissory  note  in  that  way  to  subject  him  to  the 
penalties  under  this  law? 

If  the  purpose  be  only  to  affect  men  who  are 
engaged  in  the  business  of  sellinguncurrcnt  money 
and  notes,  then  let  the  bill  so  provide;  let  the 
penalty  be  provided, and  let  itfall  upon  thatclass 
alone.  But  as  it  now  stands,  upon  the  man  who 
in  the  ordinary  transaction  of  business  sells  his 
own  uncurrent  money  or  disposes  of  promissory 
notes,  not  for  third  parties  but  for  himself,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  will  work  a  great  hardship. 

I  withdraw  my  amendment  to  strike  out  the 
proviso,  and  I  hope  the  committee  will  aXlopt 
some  amendment  to  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  do  not  pretend  that  the 
proviso  may  not  be  amended  so  as  to  reach  the 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  But  I  hope 
that  the  committee  vk^ill  not  strike  out  the  proviso. 
Its  purpose  is  to  reach  the  vast  horde  of  money 
gamblers  in  New  York  and  elsewhere  who  are 
dealing  in  gold  upon  the  streets,  outside  of  broker 
shops.  It  falls  upon  the  dealers  who  have  no 
brokers'  license  and  compels  them  to  pay  five  per 
cent,  more  than  the  regular  brokers. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  It  will  give  these  men 
the  monopoly  of  selling  gold  and  uncurrent  notes 
in  the  market.     It  is  provided  that — 

Any  person,  firm,  or  company,  not  being  licensed  as  a 
brolier,  who  sliall  si^ll  or  offer  to  sell  any  gold  and  silver 
bullion,  sterling  exchange,  uncurrent  money,  promissory 
notes,  stocks,  bonds,  or  other  securities,  sliall  be  liable,  in 
addition  to  all  other  penalties  provided  in  such  cases,  to 
pay  fifty  |)er  cent,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  duties  and 
rates  ol'  duty. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  think  that  it  ought  to  be 
amended. 

Mr.  KASSON.      I    move    to  insert  after  the 
word  "securities"  the  words  "not  bona  fide  at 
the  time  his  own  property." 
I    Mr.  J.  C.ALLEN.     That  will  do. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  suggest 
this  amendment:  "  that  they  shall  be  liable  to  pay 
such  tax  as  is  herein  provided  for."  I  under- 
stand that  this  bill  is  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
revenue.  If  you  allow  these  men  to  sell  these 
things,  each  for  himsell',  without  a  tax,  they  never 
will  employ  a  broker. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  will  modify  my  amendment. 
I  move  to  insert  after  the  word  "securities"  th€ 
words  "  not  bona  fide  at  the  time  hia  own  prop- 
erty, and  actually  on  hand." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE,  of  California.  I  move  to  insert 
the  words  "except  gold^and  silver  sold  by  mi- 
ners the  product  of  their  own  niiiieM." 

iMr.  KASSON.     'I'luil  ia  ali'cady  included. 


Mr.  COLE,  of  California.  Then  I  withdraw 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  BOUT  WELL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
whole  proviso. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  perceive  that  we  shall  not 
be  able  to  get  through  with  the  bill  to-night.  There 
are  three  or  four  other  important  matters  yet  to 
be  considered.  I  suggest,  therefore,  that  by  unan- 
imous consent  we  pass  over  this  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PRICE.     I  object. 

Mr.  BOUT  WELL.  1  will  state  the  reason  why 
I  propose  to  strike  out  the,  proviso.  Turn  to  page 
83  and  you  will  find  the  definition  of  a  broker: 

8.  Brokers  using  or  employing  a  capital  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  5^50,000  shall  pay  filiy  dollars  for  each  license. 
Every  person,  firm,  or  company,  except  such  as  hold  a  li- 
cense as  a  banker,  whose  business  it  is  to  purchase  or  sell 
stocks,  exchange,  bullion,  coined  money,  bank  notes,  prom- 
issory notes,  or  other  securities  for  others,  and  shall  make 
oath  or  affirmation,  according  to  the  form  to  be  prescribed 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  that  all  their 
transactions  are  made  for  a  commission,  shall  be  regarded 
as  a  broker  under  this  act :  Prot-irfed,  Thatany  person  hold- 
ing a  license  as  a  banker  shall  not  be  required  to  take  out 
a  license  as  a  broker. 

You  will  remember  that  the  committee  inserted 
the  word  "  themselves"  before  "  others."  Any 
man  whose  business  it  is  to  do  these  things  is  a 
broker.  We  have  a  general  provision  that  a  man 
who  does  a  business  without  a  license  for  which 
a  license  is  required  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty 
of  three  times  the  license. 

Therefore  i£*ny  person  assumes  to  do,  as  a 
matter  of  business,  without  alicenseany  of  those 
acts  which  constitute  a  broker,  he  is  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  three  times  the  amount  of  the  license. 
Now,  whether  it  is  a  business  is  a  matter  of  fact, 
and  no  legislation  can  determine  whether  the  doing 
of  a  particular  thing  is  a  matter  of  business  or  not, 
because  that  depends  upon  a  great  many  circum- 
stances. Now  if  an  individual  does  for  himself 
without  a  license,  as  a  matter  of  business,  any  of 
these  acts  for  which  a  license  is  required,  he  is 
liable  to  the  penalty;  but  if  he  does  it  for  himself 
not  as  a  matter  of  business,  that  is  merely  an  in- 
cident to  that  which  is  his  business,  and  therefore 
he  would  not  be  liable  as  a  broker.  • 

And  so  I  say  of  a  miner.  His  business  is  min- 
ing. If  he  take  gold  and  silver  from  the  earth  and 
sells  it,  his  business  is  mining,  and  he  would  not 
be  liable  as  a  matter  of  fact.  But  to  undertake 
to  define  by  legislation  what  constitutes  a  busi- 
ness, seems  to  me  is  to  attempt  an  impossibility. 
It  is  a  matter  of  fact  whether  when  a  naan  goes 
into  the  market  and  offers  gold  for  sale  he  does 
it  as  a  matter  of  business  or  something  else. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  We  know,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  a  large  number  of  persons  pursue  this 
business  who  are  not  brokers. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  next  section  reserved 
was  that  in  reference  to  slaughtered  animals.  After 
consultation  with  the  gentleman  from  California, 
I  propose  the  following  amendment  to  come  in 
immediately  after  the  proviso  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  page  139,  line  sixteen: 

All  cattle  slaughtered  for  the  hides  and  tallow  shall  pay 
ten  cents  only  per  head;  and  all  sheep  slaughtered  for  the 
pelts  shall  pay  two  cents  only  per  head. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  one,  relating  to  railroads,  steam- 
boats, ferry-boats,  and  bridges,  by  inserting  in 
line  twenty-two  before  the  word  "bridge"  the 
words  "toll  road  and." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  move  to  insert  before  the 
word  "bridge, "linetwenty-four, the  words"  road 
or." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing, in  line  thirty -four,  after  the  word  "  ferry- 
boat," the  words  "toll  road." 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman 
that  this  part  of  the  section  has  been  stricken  out. 

Mr.  SHANNON.  I  was  not  aware  of  that  fact. 
1  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Although  a  portion  of  sec- 
tion one  hundred  and  one,  relating  to  railroads, 
&c.,  has  been  stricken  out,  the  proviso  still  re- 
mains. I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  "jnovided,"  in  line  sixty-seven,  and 
inserting  the  following: 

That  whenever  any  niilrond  company  .shall  demand  or 
rereive  a  rate  of  fnre  for  passi-ngers  oyer  and  above  three 
cents  per  mile  for  each  mile  that  any  passenger  may  be 
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eairiedj  the  excess  over  such  rate  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  as  a  tax  levied  upon  such  railroad  company,  to  he 
returned  and  paid  in  tlie  san)e  manner  as  is  provided  in 
this  act  for  the  collection  of  the  per  cent,  on  the  gross  re- 
ceipts of  said  companies:  Provided,  lieivever;  Tliat  nothing 
herein  shall  he  so  construed  as  to  authorii^e  any  railroad 
conipany  to  charge  or  receive  a  higher  price  for  the  con- 
veyance of  passengers  tiian  shall  be  allowed  by  the  laws 
of  tiie  State  chartering  tlie  same. 

I  trust  the  importance  of  this  proposition  will 
secure  it  some  consideration.  I  think  no  more  im- 
portant subject  has  been  brought  to  the  attention 
of  this  committee  since  the  consideration  of  this 
bill  commenced .  It  will  be  observed  that  the  duty 
imposed  on  the  gross  amount  of  the  receipts  of 
railroads  is  two  per  cent.,  and  the  question  is 
whether  that  two  per  cent,  duty  imposed  upon 
the  railroads  shall  be  paid  by  the  railroads  them- 
selves or  by  the  traveling  public  who  are  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  that  mode  of  transportation. 
The  effect  of  the  amendment  is  to  compel  the 
railroads  to  bear  this  duty,  and  if  they  charge 
more  than  three  cents  per  mile — which  is  a  very 
fair  and  liberal  compensation — that  surplus  shall 
be  deemed  a  tax,  and  be  paid  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  instead  of  into  the  treasury 
of  these  corporations. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  if  the  wliole  excess  over  three  cents 
a  mile  shall  go  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  no  railroad  company  will  charge  more  than 
that.  I  therefore  suggest  that  he  make  the  amount 
so  to  be  paid  in  one  half. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  think  my  proposition  will 
very  effectually  accomplish  the  object  I  have  in 
view.  It  is  to  prevent  the  railroad  from  adding 
the  tax  to  the  fare  on  travelers.  If  they  charge 
more  than  three  cents  a  mile  let  the  people  have 
the  benefit  of  it  through  their  Government.  If 
you  simply  propose  to  tax  them  upon  their  gross 
earnings,  they  will  add  not  simply  two  but  four 
or  five  per  cent.,  and  in  some  instances  ten  per 
cent,  upon  the  travel  of  the  country  by  the  in- 
creased fare  they  will  exact.  It  is  asserted  that 
railroads  are  compelled  to  increase  the  fare  with 
the  tax.  1  have  compiled  froin  the  American 
Railroad  Journal  a  statement  of  dividends  of  a 
number  of  the  leading  roads,  east  and  west,  to 
repel  that  pretense,  and  indicate  their  earnings  at 
the  present  rates.  I  ask  that  it  may  be  read  by 
the  Clerk. 

The  statement,  which  was  read,  is  as  follows: 

Dividends  and  Price  of  Stock  of  certain  Railroads  during  the 
past  Y'  ar. 

Sii-idcnds.  Price  of 

Per  cent.  Shares. 

Illinois  Central 7  130 

Terre  Flaute  and  Richmond l.'!  125 

New  York  and  New  Havei li  160J 

Now  Castle  and  Frenchtown 9 

Indianapolis  and  Cincinnati 9  100 

Michigan  Central 8  141J 

Camden  and  Aniboy 10  186 

Central  New  Jersey, 10  175 

Buffalo  and  State  Line 11  201 

Cincinnati,  Hamilton, and  Dayton 10  132 

Cleveland,  Columbus,  and  Cincinnati....  20  170 

Cleveland,  Painesville,  and  Ashtabula 33^  180 

Columbus  and  Xenia 15 

Little  Miami 15  140 

Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne,  and  Chicago....  10  114 

Pennsylvania 8  75-1- 

New  York  Central 7  135|. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  take  the  dividends  on  the 
Illinois  Central  from  other  sources  than  the  Jour- 
nal referred  to,  but  equally  reliable. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  whether  that  percentage  is 
not  calculated  on  the  capital  of  these  roads  merely, 
and  not  on  all  their  indebtedness? 

Mr.  HOLiMAN.  )  understand  that  these  are 
the  dividends  declared  on  their  capital  stock.  I 
take  the  statement  from  the  American  Railroad 
Journal. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Many  of  those  roads  have 
got  thiee  or  four  times  as  much  money  i-epre- 
sented  in  their  indebtedness  as  in  their  capital. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  A  single  instance  will  lUus- 
trato  how  these  dividends  are  made,  and  whether 
the  basi-s  is  reliable  or  not.  The  Illinois  Central 
declared  a  dividend  of  seven  per  cent,  during  the 
past  year,  and  still  had  i-emaining  of  cash  assets 
after  the  paying  of  the  last  February's  dividend, 
j^2, 000,000.  That  is  but  one  of  many  ir)stances 
indicating  the  extraordinary  profits  of  these  roads. 
I  take  this  statement  from  a  leading  New  York 
p^per.  Uiider  the  iirfluence  of  the  war  the  profits 
of  most  of  the  leading  roads  have  more  than 
doubled   in  four  yi-am.     The   cnpital   in  moatiy 


held  by^  Eurbpean  capitalists,  from  whom  you 
receive  no  other  tax  than  what  is  imposed  upon 
the  roads  themselves.  They  are  managed  with 
no  reference  to  public  interests  or  convenience, 
but  only  for  their  own  profit,  fa-vored  monopo- 
lies; and  yet  you  impose  upon  them  less  tax  than 
the  individual  citizen  must  pay,  and  give  them 
an  opportunity — yes,  you  invite  them  by  the 
proviso  I  propose  to  strike  out — to  impose  the 
tax  you  impose  on  them  on  the  traveling  public 
who  possess  no  remedy  against  their  exactions. 
The  enormity  of  this  proviso  I  will  not  attempt 
to  argue.  It  is  infamous,  and  only  needs  to  be 
read  to  be  condemned. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
prevail.  While  the  statement  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  is  entirely  correct  as  applied 
to  eastern  railroads,  yet  it  does  not  apply  to 
western  roads.  On  the  eastern  roads,  that  do  such 
an  immense  passenger  and  freight  traffic,  two 
cents  per  mile  would  pay  for  the  transportation 
of  passengers,  while  with  the  comparatively  small 
ti-affic  on  the  western  roads,  four  cents  per  mile 
would  not  be  too  much.  While  Congress  grants 
lands  to  railroads  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the 
resources  of  the  West,  it  ought  not  to  impose  on 
those  roads  restrictions  which  might  be  justly 
af)plied  to  the  roads  in  the  East.  But  if  this  be 
made  the  law,  it  must  necessarily  apply  to  all 
roads  in  the  country. 

I  undertake  to  say,  without  fear  of  success- 
ful contradiction,  that  under  the  proposed  legis- 
lation a  railroad  cannot  be  operated  in  the  West, 
in  a  sparsely  settled  country,  where  passenger 
trains  are  sometimes  run  with  not  moi-e  than  a 
dozen  passengers.  A  friend  near  me  says  that 
these  roads  should  stop  running.  But  they  can- 
not do  that.  They  are  under  contract  to  carry 
thetnails.  They  are  bound  to  the  public  to  run 
their  trains,  and  to  run  them  on  time,  too,  whether 
they  have  passengers  or  not. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Will  thegcntleman  from  Iowa 
allow  me  to  ask  him  a  single  question  >  Does  he 
propose  to  adopt  a  policy  which  will  enable  rail- 
road companies  to  add  the  taxes  which  they  have 
to  pay  upon  the  traveling  public'  If  not,  you  must 
guard  against  it  by  some  such  principle  as  this. 

Mr.  PRICE.  It  is  impolitic  to  authorize  or 
to  restrict  i-ailroad  companies,  for  they  will  al- 
ways manage  in  some  way  to  escape  from  your 
restrictions. 

Tiie  exhibit  which  the  gentleman  has  quoted 
shows  the  dividends  of  some  of  the  principal 
roads.  But  I  can  show  you  roads  in  the  West 
that  have  beggared  thousands  of  persons,  and 
have  never  paid  a  single  dollar  in  dividends,  and 
probably  never  will.  But  yet  these  roads  are 
useful.  They  aid  in  developing  the  resources  of 
the  great  West.  Adopt  a  restrictive  rule  of  this 
kind  and  you  injure  the  West;  and  your  grants 
of  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  there 
amount  to  nothing. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  to  amend  by 
reducing  the  fare  to  two  and  a  half  cents  a  mile. 
It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  is  utterly 
useless  for  us  to  be  imposing  taxes  on  these  rail- 
road companies  unless  at  the  same  time  you  im- 
pose restrictions  upon  them.  We  might  as  well 
come  at  once  and  declare  a  tax  upon  passengers 
on  railroads;  for  unless  you  place  restrictions  in 
the  way,  the  railroad  companies  that  you  tax  will 
exact  their  taxation  out  of  the  passengers.  They 
will  increase  the  rates  of  fare  so  as  to  cover  the 
taxes  twice  over.  This  we  can  prevent  them 
doing  in  a  very  simple,  easy  manner,  such  as  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  proposes.  It  is  the  same 
restriction  as  is  imposed  by  many  States  on  their 
railroads.  If  we  do  not  adopt  this  means,  the 
taxation  ofrailroadcoinpanies  will  only  be  "whip- 
ping the  devil  round  the  stimip,"  for  they  will 
exact  double  the  amount  in  increased  fares. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  think  gentlemen 
liave  considered  the  subject  very  well.  The  opera- 
tion of  this  amendment  is  in  favor  of  the  pros- 
perous roads,  and  against  the  unprosperous  ones. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  Pennsylvania  Central.  It 
does  not  charge  above  three  cents  a  mile  for  its 
pas.sengers,  and  I  suppose  the  New  York  Central 
does  not. 

Mr.  GANSON.  Only  two  cents.  It  is  prohib- 
ited from  charging  more. 

Mr.  KERNAN.     There  are,  however,  many 


roads  in  my  State  which  could  not  live  with  this 
tax  upon  them,  unless  you  permit  them  to  add  it 
to  their  rates  of  fare. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  What  I  mean  to  say  is,  that 
a  poor  railroad  doing  a  poor  business  must  charge 
more  than  three  cents,  or  it  cannot  run  at  all. 
Take,  for  instance,  a  road  in  my  neighborhood, 
the  one  to  Gettysburg.  Until  within  the  last 
year  it  has  not  paid  its  running  expenses.  No- 
body expects  it  will  ever  pay  a  dividend.  The 
stock  has  no  value.  I  have  a  very  small  interest 
in  it  myself,  and  anybody  can  have  my  fl,000 
for  one  thousand  cents.  I  would  not  charge  them 
more.  That  road  could  not  continue  to  run  with 
the  limitation  you  propose  to  put  on  it.  To  these 
prosperous  roads,  doing  an  immense  business, 
the  limitation  would  be  no  disadvantage.  But  the 
small  railroads,  I  repeat,  could  not  live  without 
permission  to  charge  higher  rates. 

I  move  that  the  committee  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  closing  debate  on  the  section. 

The  motion  Mias  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration 
the  internal  revenue  bill,  and  had  come  to  no  con- 
clusion thereon. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
again  goes  into  committee  all  debate  upon  the 
pending  section  be  terminated  in  one  minute. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  iiope  not.  There  are  two 
or  three  matters  in  the  bill  that  I  desire  to  dis- 
pose of  to-night.     It  will  not  take  many  minutes. 

Upon  the  motion  to  adjourn,  21  voted  in  the 
affirmative  and  62  in  tiie  negative;  no  quorum. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  will  relieve  my  friend  from 
Illinois  by  modifying  my  motion  so  as  to  allow 
five  minutes  for  debate  in  the  committee;  and  I 
hope  he  will  withdraw  his  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  No,  sir;  I  insist  upon  the 
motion  to  adjourn,  and  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers,  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Boutwkll 
and  J.  C.  Allen  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  22,  noes  70. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  recurred  upon  Mr.  Stevens's 
motion  to  close  debate  upon  the  paragjraph  under 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  five 
minutes. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Washburne,  of 
Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  40.5)  to  pro- 
vide internal  revenue  to  support  the  Government, 
to  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  Is  it  in  oi-der  now  to 
move  to  strike  out  the  whole  proviso? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  motion  is  now  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendmerit  by  reducing  the  rate  to  two  and  a  half 
per  cent.  I  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that 
in  my  judgment  this  proviso  ought  not  to  be  in 
the  bill.  It  is  an  expression  upon  the  part  of 
Congress  that  the  railroads  will  understand  to  be 
an  invitation  to  increase  their  rates  of  charge. 
Now,  sir,  gentlemen  who  know  anything  about 
railroads,  in  the  West  particularly,  know  that  as 
soon  as  the  tax  bill  passed  the  last  Congress  they 
advanced  both  their  passage  fares  and  their  freight 
charges,  not  in  proportion  to  the  tax  imposed 
upon  them,  but  upon  the  principal  roads  in  the 
West  they  advanced  their  fares  one  cent  a  mile; 
and  I  believe  some  of  the  roads  running  eastward 
to  New  York  advanced  their  freights  from  sev- 
erity-five cents  to  $1  50  on  a  ban-el  of  flour;  and  to- 
day they  are  charguigtwo  dollars  a  barrel  on  flour; 
and  on  a  barrel  of  pork,  for  which  they  formerly 
chai-ged  $1  25,  they  now  charge  three  dollars; 
and  so  of  everything  in  proportion.  This  pro- 
viso is  an  invitation,  an  inducement,  to  them  to 
advance  their  rates  of  fi-eight,  and  to  charge  that 
increase  upon  their  cuslomer.'i.     I'hey  are  not 
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di-servitig  of  nny  extraordinary  consideration. 
Many  of  the  roads,  althoujjli  charging  higli  rates, 
liave  not  l<ept  rolling  stock  enough  to  answer  the 
demands  upon  them;  and  trains  have  been  com- 
pelled to  lie  over  for  days  and  weeks;  and  now  to 
make  this  discrimination  in  favor  of  these  rail- 
road companies,  to  hold  out  this  inducement  to 
them  to  largely  increase  their  rates,  and  saddle  it 
upon  their  customers,  is  wrong  in  principle,  and 
ought  not  to  be  tolerated  by  Congress. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question.  I  ask  the  gentleman  whether  he  does 
not  think  that  these  are  State  institutions  which 
ought  not  to  be  interfered  with  by  the  General 
Government.' 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  If  so,  then  strike  out  this 
proviso.  It  gives  them  the  privilege  of  exceed- 
ing the  rates  fixed  by  law.  If  they  are  taxed  un- 
der this  bill  this  proviso  tells  them  that  they  may 
indemnify  themselves  by  increasing-their  rates  of 
freight.  Tiie  gentleman's  question  sliows  con- 
clusively that  the  proviso  ougly,  to  be  stricken 
out,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  in  the  West  suffer  enough 
nowfrom  theexactions  of  railroad  companies;  we 
have  in  one  sense  become  their  slaves.  As  one 
member  of  this  House  I  am  not  inclined  to  confer 
additional  powers  upon  them  by  which  they  may 
impose  still  more  onerous  charges  upon  the  peo- 
ple in  the  way  of  increased  rales  of  freight.  I 
am  opposed  to  it;  but  I  must  confess  that  it  is  in 
harmony  with  other  features  of  this  tax  bill.  We 
have  provisions  here  for  the  protection  not  only 
of  railroad  monopolies,  but  every  other  and  all 
kinds  of  monopolies.  The  revenue  to  be  derived 
from  this  bill  is  not  to  come  from  them  but  from 
the  consumers;  labor  is  to  be  taxed,  and  tliese 
overgrown  corporafions  are  to  be  allowed  to  go 
free.  I  am  opposed  to  giving  them  any  more 
power;  and  I  think  that  the  motion  to  strike  out 
this  proviso  appeals  to  th^  sense  of  justice  of 
every  man  in  this  committee. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  ODELL.  We  are  under  misapprehension 
in  reference  to  the  rate  railroads  are  to.be  taxed. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  When  this  is  disposed  of, 
I  will  move  an  amendment  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Holman's  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso. 

Mr.  MORRILL  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  committee  divided;  and  there  were — ayes 
50,  noes  23;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  motion  is  not  in 
order.  The  rule  is  imperative  that  when  the  com- 
mittee finds  itself  without  a  quorum  the  roll  shall 
be  called. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  following  members 
failed  to  answer  to  their  names: 

Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Anderson,  Ashley,  Baily, 
Blaine,  Francis  P.  Dlair,  Jacob  15.  Blair,  Bliss,  Blow,  Boyil, 
Brooinall,  James  S.  Biovvn,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose 
W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Clay,  Cobb,  Colfroth,  Cravens, 
Henry  Winter  Davis, 'J'homas  T.  Davis,  Deming,  Denison, 
Donnelly,  Dumont,  Edgennn,  Eldridge,  Fenton,  Finck, 
Frank,  Garfield,  Goocli,  Grider,  Hale,  Hall,  Harding,  Har- 
riijKtoii,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Highy, 
Hooper,  Hulburd,  Hutchins,  William  Johnson,  Kallifieiscli, 
King,  Knapp,  Law,  Le  Blond,  Llltlejohn,  Mallory,  Marey, 
.McAllister,  McBride,  McClurg,  McDowell,  McKinney, 
Middleton,  William  H.  Miller,  Daniel  Morris,  Morrison, 
Noble,  Patterson,  Pike,rrnyn,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Selienck, 
Scott,  .Smith,  Smlthi'rs,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stebbins,  Sweat, 
Thomas,  Tracy,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Voorhees,  Wadswortli, 
Wlialey,  Whreler,  Joseph  W.  White,  Benjamin  Wood, 
Woodbridgc,  and  Yeanian. 

Thecommiitee  then  rose;  and  theSpeakerhnv- 
ing  rcsuiTied  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illi- 
nois, reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and 
particularly  the  internal  revenue  bill,  and  finding 
Itself  without  a  quorum  had  caused  the  roll  to  be 
called,  and  directed  him  to  report  the  names  of 
the  absentees  to  the  House. 

A  quorum  having  appeared,  the  committee 
resumed  its  session. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  committee  divided;  and  there  were; — ayes 
28,  noes  43. 

So  the  committee  refuse^d  to  rise. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  [)rovi80. 

The  committee  divided;  and  there  were — ayes 
45,  noes  30. 


Mr.  MORRILL  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  that  the  committee 
will  not  rise.  If  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  want  to  rise  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  agree 
to  let  a  vote  be  taken  on  this  proposition  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  DAWSON  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  quorum  having  ap- 
peared on  the  last  vote,  the  Chair  will  order  tell- 
ers upon  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  to  strike  out  the  proviso. 

Mr.  HoLMAN  and  Mr.  Morrill  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  69,  noes  24. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  • 

Mr.  MORRILL.  There  is  one  other  amend- 
ment I  desire  to  offer,  and  then  I  propose  that  the 
committee  rise.  I  move  to  amend  this  section  in 
reference  to  railroads,  &c.,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  two, "in  line  six,  the  words  "  and  one  half 
of  one,"  so  as  to  subject  these  companies  to  a 
duty  of  two  and  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  on  all 
their  gross  receipts. 

Mr.  PIKE.  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  making  the  amount  three  per  cent. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  es- 
pecially the  internal  revenue  bill,  and  had  come 
to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MORRILL,  (at 
ten  o'clock  and  thirty-five  minutes,  p.  m.,)  the 
House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  ^pril  28,  1864. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  recoinmeiiding  an  appro- 
priation of  $1,641  70  to  pay  thatamount  of  interest 
due  to  the  Orchard  party  and  First  Christian  paVty 
of  New  York  Indians;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  an 
address  of  the  East  Tennessee  Relief  Association 
on  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  loyal  and  suf- 
fering people  of  East  Tennessee;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  presented  the 
memorial  of  T.  S.  C.  Lowe,  aeronaut,  represent- 
ing that  he  has  made  iinportant  discoveries  in 
managing  balloons  and  other  aeronautic  machin- 
ery, and  praying  that  Congress  will  direct  the  sub- 
ject (including  his  former  aeronautical  reports  to 
the  War  Departinent)  to  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  in- 
vestigating the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Solomon 
Andrews;  which  was  refcjrred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Alfairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  piescnteda  memorial  ofthc 
Jeffersonville  Railroad  Company,  remonstrating 
against  the  extension  of  the  Goodyear  patent  for 
the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India  rubber;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  present  resolutions  of  the 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  favor  of 
the  emancipation  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  recoin  mending  the  adoption 
of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  terminating 
liie  system  of  Al'ri(;an  slavery  in  this  country. 
As  the  Senate  has  already  acted  on  that  constitu- 
tional dmendment,  it  having  been  passed  by  a 


large  vote,  I  move  that  the  resolutions  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  paper 
which  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  Senate.  I  do 
not  know  that  it  is  exactly  in  the  proper  form  in 
which  a  document  should  be,  to  be  presented  to 
the  Senate;  but  with  the  permission  of  Senators  I 
will  read  it.  It  is  a  communication  from  our  con- 
sul at  Vienna,  in  which  he  writes  to  me: 

"I  take  the  liberty  to  bring  to  your  notice  a  very  import- 
ant invention,  made  here  by  Dr.  Auer,  superintendent  of 
the  imperial  paper  mills  and  printing  establishment,  to 
make  out  of  corn  husks  and  leaves  pajier  and  linen. 

"  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  few  samples  of  the  paper  and  a 
piece  of  corn-li:ien.  You  will  observe  from  the  printed 
papers  that  the  invention. is  now  completed,  and  that  the 
manufacture  pays  even  well  in  Austria,  where  the  raw 
inaterial  is  not  in  such  an  abundance  as  in  the  United  States. 

"The  inventor  has  taken  out  a  patent  for  the  United 
States,  which  he  will  sell  for  $100,000,  gold.  He  wbuld 
prefer  that  Congress  would  make  an  appropriation  of  that 
amount,  in  order  that  the  invention  should  become  the 
conmion  property  of  the  wliole  country.  Whether  this 
could  be  done  I  do  not  know;  but  I  can  say  that  the  in- 
vention would  be  worth  millions  of  dollars  to  the  United 
States.  As  soon  as  the  invention  is  introduced  over  the 
whole  country,  we  shall  be  able  to  export  paper,  instead  of 
importing  now  the  rags  and  part  of  the  paper  consumed  in 
the  United  Slates. 

"The  extraction  of  the  fibers  from  the  leaves  and  huska 
is  so  simple  that  every  farmer  can  do  it  on  his  own  field, 
when  he  once  knows  the  process.  The  fibers  are  packed 
like  cotton-bales  and  brought  into  the  market. 

"Tlielong  fibers  of  the  husks  are  spun  like  flax  and 
give  a  very  good  and  durable  linen.  Tlie  short  fibers  are 
used  for  paper. 

"  Knowing  that  you  take  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  man- 
ufacturing I  thouglit  it  would  be  advisable  to  bring  this  mat- 
ter before  you.  I  will  send  you  also  a  portfolio,  containing 
all  the  different  specimens  of  paper  manufactured  at  the 
imperial  paper  mills,  with  a  few  samples  ofcorn  linen  man- 
ufactured from  the  long  fibers  of  the  husks. 

"  The  durability  of  the  paper  is  very  great,  and  of  no  other 
material  can  so  many  different  kinds  of  paper  be  manu- 
factured as  of  corn  husks." 

Accompanying  this  communication  are  sam- 
ples of  the  paper  manufactured  from  this  material. 
1  notice  that  in  the  joint  resolution  which  was 
yesterday  sent  to  us  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, temporarily  increasing  the  duties  on 
imports  fifty  per  cent.,  paper  is  excluded  from 
that  increase  of  duty.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  now  uses  a  large  quantity  of  paper 
for  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  war,  and  the 
people  of  the  country  are  iinporling  large  quan- 
tities of  material  for  the  manufacture  of  paper. 
It  has  suggested  itself  to  me  that  perhaps  this  in- 
vention may  be  of  importatice  enough  for  the 
Government  to  look  into  it  and  see  whether  it  can- 
not be  made  available.  I  would  therefore  suggest 
and  move  that  this  cominunication  be  received, 
and  that  it,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing appropriations  to  complete  the  light-house 
works  at  Racine  and  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
have  directed  me  to  report  adversely  thereon,  it 
being,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  at  this 
tiiTic  inexpedient  to  make  the  appropriations. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  374)  to  exemjH  certain  vessels  therein  named 
from  enrollment  and  license,  and  from  the  pay- 
ment of  tonnage  duty,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  adversely  thereon. 

tie  also,  from  the  saine  committee,  to  whom 
were  referi'ed  a  resolution  directing  them  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  constructing  a  pier 
at  Lewes,  Delaware,  and  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  a  meinorial  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  Philadelphia  on  the  same  subject,  asked 
to  be  discharged  froin  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Hr3  also,  froiTi  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  officers  of  a  con- 
vention composed  of  delegates  of  the  Ohio  valley, 
held  at  Louisville  on  the  24th  of  February,  1864, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  tlie  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report,  for  the  reason  that  the 
committee  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  make  the 
appropriation  asked  for  at  the  present  time. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  bill.(S.  No.  143)  inakifig  ajipropria- 
tionsfor  the  repair,  preservation, and  completion 
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of  certain  public  works  heretofore  commenced 
under  the  authority  of  law,  reported  adversely 
thereon,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  inexpedient  at 
the  present  time  to  make  so  large  an  appropria- 
tion as  tlie  bill  proposes. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  communicating,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  lOlh 
of  March ,  copies  of  papers  on  file  in  that  Depart- 
ment relating  to  the  treaty  with  the  Kickapoo  In- 
dians, concluded  June  28,  1862,  and  the  action 
taken  by  that  Department  to  carry  the  treaty  into 
effect,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sideration; wliich  was  agreed  to. 

RESCINDING  OF  A  PRINTING  ORDER. 
Mr.  ANTHONY.     I  desire  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion that  will  save  ^,000  by  preventing  useless 
printing:  41 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Senate  on 
the  21st  instant  to  print  five  hundred  additional  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  communicating 
the  aficounts  of  tile  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  &c., 
be  rescinded. 

The  lesolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  passed  a  joint 
resolution  (No.  69)  for  the  paymentof  volunteers 
called  out  for  not  less  than  one  hundred  days;  in 
which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  passed  the  bill  of  the  Sen- 
ate (No.  56)  to  increase  the  compensation  of  in- 
spectors of  customs  in  certain  ports,  with  an 
ainendinent:  in  which  it  requested  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  signed  the 
following  enrolled  bills;  and  they  were  thereupon 
signed  by  the  President  p?-o  tempore: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  181)  in  reference  to  donation 
claims  in  Oregon  and  Washington;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  367)  to  provide  for  the  col- 
lection of  hospital  dues  from  vessels  of  the  United 
States  sold  or  ti-ansferred  in  foreign  ports  or 
waters. 

NAVAL  COAL-HEAVERS  AND  FIREMEN. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  236.  It 
is  a  bill  that  will  take  no  time. 

The  motion  vvas agreed  to;  and  ihebill  (S.No. 
236)  to  provide  for  granting  an  honorable  dis- 
charge to  coal-heavers  and  fii'emen  in  the  naval 
service  was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Itpi-ovides  that 
honorable  discharges  may  be  granted  to  coal- 
heavers  and  firemen  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  same  manner  and  subject  to 
the  same  conditions  as  such  discharges  are  now 
granted  to  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  landsmen, 
and  boys. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NAVY-YARD  CLERKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  the  jointresolution 
(S.  No.  44)  for  the  relief  of  clerks  at  the  Kit- 
tery  and  Philadelphia  navy-yards  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  In  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Kiltery  and  Philadelphia  navy-yards,  it  authorizes 
the  pi-oper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to 
allow  such  sums  as  have  been  already  appropri- 
ated by  Congress  for  the  pay  of  clerks  at  those 
yards  from  October,  1857,  to  July,  1859. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
witliout  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  rendmg.     It  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  If  there  is  a  report  accom- 
panying this  joint  resolution  I  should  like  to  have 
It  read,  or  to  hear  some  explanation  of  it. 

Mr.  HALE.  There  was  u  petition  accompany- 
ing the  joint  resolution  that  set  forth  all  thefaois, 
and  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  when  they 
leported  tlie  resolution,  recommended  that  it  be 
printed  in  lieu  of  making  a  report.  Tliat  petition 
states  all  the  facts;  but  1  can  explain  the  matter 


to  the  Senate  in  a  moment.  In  1857 and  1858 the 
buieau  recommended  a  small  increase  of  the  sal- 
aries of  these  clerks,  and  it  was  appropriated  for 
and  paid;  but  theaccountingofficersof  theTreas- 
ury  found  that  there  was  no  law  for  it,  notwith- 
stantiing  there  was  an  appropriation,  and  they 
checked  it  and  refused  to  allow  it.  Since  that 
time  the  salary  has  been  increased  by  law,  and  it 
has  been  paid  ever  since.  It  was  paid  during 
those  two  years,  but  under  an  appropriation 
without  any  specific  law  authorizing  it.  Those 
are  the  facts.  They  are  all  set  out  in  the  petition 
which  the  committee  asked  to  have  printed  in  lieu 
of  making  a  report. 
The  joint  resolution  was  passed. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  PAYMASTER'S  CLERKS. 

Mr.  HALE.  There  is  another  bill  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  which  I 
wish  to  have  taken  up  and  acted  upon  at  this  time. 
It  is  House  bill  No.  300.  I  will  make  a  short 
explanation  of  it  after  it  has  been  taken  up. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  300)  for  the  classification  of 
the  elerks  to  paymasters  in  the  Navy,  and  gi-ad- 
uating  their  pay,  which  was  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  with  an  amendment, 
to  strike  out  all  of  theoriginal  bill  after  theenacl- 
ing  clause  in  the  following  words:  ■> 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  divide  the  clerks  of  the  paymasters  into  four 
classes  or  divisions,  and  to  graduate  and  fix  the  pay  of  said 
classes  in  proportion  to  their  respective  duties  and  respons- 
ibilities, and  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  clerks  in  the 
small  vessels  :  Provided,  That  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
annual  compensation  of  said  clerks  of  all  classes  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  paid  to  said  clerks  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, A.  D.  18(34,  for  the  same  number  of  vessels  and  sta- 
tions. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

That  the  annual  pay  of  elerks  to  paymasters  in  the  Navy 
Bhall  be  as  follows,  namely : 

Clerks  to  paymasters  at  the  Boston,  New  York,  Wash- 
ington, and  Philadelphia  stations,  $1,200. 

At  other  stations,  $1,000. 

Clerks  to  inspectors  in  charge  of  provisions  and  clothing 
at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  $1,200. 

At  other  inspections,  $1,000. 

Clerks  to  paymasters  in  receiving  ships  at  Boston  and 
New  York,  $1,200. 

In  other  receiving  ships,  and  in  vessels  of  the  first  rate, 
and  at  the  Naval  Academy,  $1,000. 

Clerks  to  fleet  paymasters  and  to  paymasters  of  vessels 
of  the  second  rate,  $800. 

Clerks  to  paymasters  of  vessels  of  the  third  rate,  having 
complements  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
persons,  and  to  paymasters  of  supply  steamers  and  store 
vessels,  $700:  Provided,  That  no  paymaster  or  assistant 
paymaster  shall  be  allowed  a  clerk  in  a  vessel  having  the 
complement  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  five  persons  or 
less,  excepting  in  supply  steamers  and  store  vessels:  ^nd 
provided  further,  That  nothing  in  thisactshall  be  construed 
to  alter  the  pay  now  allowed  by  law  to  the  paymaster's  clerk 
at  Mare  Island. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  wish  to  explain  that  amend- 
ment to  the  Senate.  A  bill  was  before  the  Senate 
during  this  session  raising  the  pay  of  these  clerks, 
and  the  Senate  voted  it  down.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  and  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Pro- 
visions and  Clothing  have  sent  this  bill  to  us  as 
a  substitute  for  that  one.  This  bill  proposes  to 
raise  the  pay  of  some  of  these  clerks  and  to  dis- 
pense with  the  clerks  on  vessels  which  have  a 
complement  of  less  than  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  men,  because  the  chief  of  the  bureau  thinks 
that  a  paymaster  with  a  vessel  having  not  over 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  men  can  get  along 
better  without  a  clerk  than  a  paymaster  on  one 
of  the  large  receiving  ships.  Therefore  the  pay- 
master of  every  vessel  having  a  complement  of 
less  than  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  men  is 
compelled  under  this  bill  to  'get  along  without  a 
clerk.  The  aggregate  amount  paid  to  these  clerks 
is  not  increased  by  this  bill,  but  is  a  few  hundred 
dollars  less  than  what  is  now  paid  by  law;  but  it 
is  differently  distributed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  tiiTie.  It  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

VIRGINIA  JUDICIAL    DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  post- 
j)one  all  prior  orders  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
Senate  bill  No.  256. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S.No. 
256)  to  change  and  define  the  boundaries  of  the 
eastern  and  western  judicial  districts  of  Virginia, 


and  to  alter  the  names  of  said  districts,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
provides  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Virginia  shall  hereafter  be  coextensive 
with  and  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
West  Virginia,  and  shall  be  called  the  district  of 
West  Vii'ginia;  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  eastern 
district  of  Virginia  shall  hereafter  be  coextensive 
with  the  limits  and  include  the  whole  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  and  shall  be  called  the  district  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  judge  of  the  district  of  West  Virginia 
is  to  annually  hold  six  sessions,  as  follows:  at 
Clarksburg,  on  the  24th  of  March  and  August;  at 
Wheeling,  on  the  6ih  of  April  and  September; 
and  at  Charleston,  on  the  19th  of  April  and  Sep- 
tember. The  jndge  of  the  district  of  Virginia, 
in  addition  to  the  sessions  heretofore  held  by  him 
as  judge  of  the  eastern  district  of  Vii'ginia,  is  to 
hold  sessions  at  the  times  and  places  within  the 
district  of  Virginia  when  and  where  sessions  were 
held  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act  by  the  judge 
of  the  western  district  of  Virginia. 

All  the  records  and  files  of  the  courts  of  the 
western  district  of  Virginia,  hitherto  held  within 
the  limits  of  the  district  of  Virginia,  as  prescribed 
and  fixed  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  are  to  re- 
main and  be  kept  in  the  district  of  Virginia;  and  all 
records  and  files  ofthe  courts  of  the  western  district 
of  Virginia,  hitherto  held  within  the  limits  ofthe 
district  of  West  Virginia,  as  prescribed  and  fixed 
by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  are.  to  remain  and  be 
kept  in  the  district  of  West  Virginia.  All  writs, 
suits,  pleas,  recognizances,  indictments,  and  all 
other  process,  civil  or  criminal,  issued,  sued  out, 
commenced ,  or  pending,  of  which ,  if  this  act  hi^d 
never  been  passed,  the  judge  of  the  western  district 
would  have  had  jurisdiction  within  the  limits  ofthe 
district  of  Virginia,  as  defined  by  this  act,  are  to 
be  returned,  entered,  and  have  day  before,  and  be 
heard  and  determined  by,  the  judge  of  the  district 
of  Virginia,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  the 
same  validity  and  effect,  as  they  should  have  been 
returned,  entered,  heard,  and  determined  by  the 
judge  of  tlie  western  district  of  Virginia,  if  this 
act  had  never  been  passed. 

All  the  judicial  proceedings  ofthe  court  of  the 
western  district  of  Virginia  had  within  the  limits 
of  the  district  of  West  Virginia,  as  fixed  by  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  since  the  erection  of  West 
Virginia  into  a  State,  are  declared  to  be  as  valid 
and  binding  as  if  this  act  had  been  passed  contem- 
poraneously with  the  act  establishing  the  State  of 
West  Virginia,  and  those  judicial  proceedings  had 
been  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading;  and  it  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

INCREASE  OF  IMPORT  DUTIES. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Committee  on  Fi- 
na'nce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution 
(H.  R.  No.  67)  to  increase  temporarily  the  du- 
ties on  imports,  have  directed  me  to  report  it  back, 
with  amendments.  The  joint  resolution  is  short, 
and  the  amendments  can  easily  be  understood ; 
and  I  should  like  to  have  it  considered  at  the 
present  time. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  It  requires 
unanimous  consent  to  consider  the' joint  resolu- 
tion at  this  time.  Is  there  any  objection  ?  The 
Chair  hears  none.  The  joint  resolution  is  before 
the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  tlie  Whole. 

The  resolution  provides  that,  until  the  end  of 
sixty  days  from  its  passage,  fifty  per  cent,  of  the 
rates  of  duties  and  imposts  now  imposed  by  law 
on  all  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  and  articles 
imported,  shall  be  added  to  the  present  duties  and 
imposts  now  charged  on  their  importation;  with 
a  proviso  that  jirinting  paper,  unsized,  used  for 
books  and  newspapers  exclusively,  shall  be  ex- 
empt from  the  operation  of  the  resolution. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance was  in  line  four  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  fifty  "and  to  insert"  thirty-three  and  one  third  ;" 
so  as  to  read: 

That  until  the  end  of  sixty  days  from  the  passage  of  this 
resolution  thirty-three  and  one  third  per  cent,  of  the  rate* 
of  duties,«&e. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  should  like  to  know  the  rea- 
son for  that  particular  proportion.  I  do  not  mean 
to  express  any  opinion  either  for  or  against  it,  but 
I  should  like  to  know  the  reason  for  fixing  thirty- 
three  und  oire  third  per  cent. 
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Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senate  will  perceive 
that  we  tulcc  one  third  of  the  present  rate  of  duty 
instead  of  one  half  as  the  ratio  of  increase.  The 
only  reason  for  it  was  that  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance on  consideration  thought  tiiat  fifty  per  tent. 
was  too  high.  Tiie  amount  is  named  as  a  mere 
temporary  measure  until  a  tarilT  bill  can  be  pre- 
pared. The  committee  were  of  opinion  that 
when  that  tariff  bill  shall  be  prepared  it  will 
not  be  likely  on  the  average  to  f^o  beyond  an  in- 
crease of  thirty-three  and  one  third  per  cent.  If 
we  put  it  therefore  at  fifty  per  cent.,  and  the  result 
should  be  what  I  have  just  stated,  it  would  make 
very  great  confusion  in  business  by  the  duty  go- 
ing up  for  si.Kty  days  on  many  articles,  as  it  un- 
questionably would,  and  then  coming  down  again 
at  the  end  of  sixty  days.  We  thought  it  was  ad- 
visable rather  to  put  it  within  the  measure  than 
above  it;  and  for  that  reason,  with  the  best  judg- 
ment we  could,  we  put  it  at  thirty-three  and  one 
third  per  cent.  It  is  only  approximate  at  best, 
and  that  is  the  best  guess  we  could  give. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  regret  very  much  to  differ 
from  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
on  a  question  of  this  kind,  because  it  is  nquestion 
of  detail;  and  if  the  amendments  of  the  com- 
mittee in  this  case  did  not  in  my  judgment  very 
materially  affect  the  public  service,  I  should  at 
once  assent  to  them  even  if  I  did  not  entirely 
agree  to  their  propriety.  But  as  I  understand 
this  proposition,  it  will  very  seriously  affect  the 
public  service. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, if  it  be  passed  in  the  words  ifi  which  it  has 
been  sent  to  us,  will  levy  the  increased  duty  on 
t\)e  goods  now  in  bonded  warehouses,  and  also 
on  goods  on  the  way  here,  and  on  such  goods  as 
may  be  imported  from  tliis  time  until  the  tariff 
act  can  be  matured,  which  will  probably  take 
thirty  or  sixty  days.  Theamount  of  these  goods 
is  very  large,  and  especially  the  amount  in  bond- 
ed warehouse.  The  tax  proposed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  an  increase  of  fifty  percent., 
not  upon  the  value  of  the  goods  imported,  but 
upon  the  amount  of  duties  now  levied.  The  av- 
erage rate  of  duties  now  levied  on  dutiable  arti- 
cles is  something  between  twenty-five  and  thirty 
per  cent.  I  will  take  it  at  thirty  per  cent,  in 
round  numbers.  The  proposition  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  would  therefore  levy  a  duty 
of  fifteen  per  cent,  additional  on  the  value  of  im- 
ported articles;  and  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ate Committee  on  Finance  will  levy  an  additional 
duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  imfiorted 
articles,  so  that  the  difference  between  the  two 
propositions  is  but  five  per  cent,  on  the  value  of 
the  imported  articles.  Tliis  five  per  cent,  differ- 
ence is  but  a  comparatively  small  one  when  you 
look  at  the  articles  themselves  and  their  value. 
The  article  which  is  most  heavily  taxed  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  co'unlry,  in  my  judg- 
ment, is  iron.  The  duty  on  iron  is  now  seven- 
teen dollars  a  ton.  The  increased  duty,  accord- 
ing to  the  House  proposition,  would  be  $8  50  a 
ton,  and  by  the  Senate  proposition  about  six 
dollars;  so  that  the  difference  between  the  two 
propositions  is  only  something  like  two  dollars 
u  ton  on  iron. 

I  think  that  in  tlie  prescntcondition  of  the  coun- 
try, considering  the  large  importations  that  are 
coming  in  and  the  exhausting  process  that  is  now 
going  on  of  shipping  gold  to  pay  for  those  im- 
(lortations,  we  ought  by  some  sudden  contraction 
to  put  a  stop  to  tilt;  importation  of  so  many  arti- 
cles now  on  the  way,  and  with  that  view  an  ad- 
ditional duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  is  not  too  high. 

Besides  that,  if  you  pass  the  joint  resolution 
precisely  as  it  was  sent  to  us  by  tin;  other  House 
It  will  tend  to  raise  a  very  large  revenue;  but  one 
of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  the  one  that  will  be  considtrtd  next, 
proposes  to  confine  this  increase  of  duty  to  goods 
that  are  hereafter  imported  or  now  on  the  way, 
exempting  from  this  increase  of  duty  tin,'  goods 
now  in  bonded  warehouse.  In  other  woids,  it 
proposes  to  take  off  more  than  one  half,  in  my 
judgment,  of  the  goods  upon  which  the  projecti'd 
increase  of  taxation  is  In  operate,  besides  reducing 
the  rate  of  increase  to  thirty-three  and  a  third  per 
cent.  The  increased  duly  on  the  amount  of  goods 
now  in  warehouses,  according  to  the  Housk  res- 
olution, woulil  yield  us  more  revenue  than  the 
increased  duty  on  all  the  goods  iin|ii)rted  between 
tliis  lime  and  the  patuiu<;e  ol  the  tariff  act. 


Taking  these  two  amendments  together,  the 
first  reduces  the  rate  of  duty  and  the  second  re- 
duces the  stock  to  be  affected,  so  that  the  reduc- 
tion of  duty,  in  my  judgment,  is  fully  one  half, 
and  1  think  more  than  half.  It  is  impossible,  how- 
ever, to  state  exactly  what  is  theamount  in  bonded 
warehouse.  The  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Morgan]  probably  can  tell  us  very  nearly,  but 
1  have  no  doubt  that  the  amount  now  in  bonded 
warehouse  is  fully  equal  to  two  months'  importa- 
tions on  an  average.  1  have  heard  that  stated  as  the 
general  average.  Importers  have  a  right  to  bring 
goods  into  the  country  and  keep  them  in  bonded 
warehouse  one  year  without  the  paytnent  of  du- 
ties. 1  see  no  injustice  in  levying  the  increased 
duties  on  the  goods  in  bonded  warehouse,  because 
the  additional  duties  will  be  added  to  the  value  of 
the  article,  and  the  consumers  of  these  imported 
goods  will  pay  the  additional  duty  after  a  while. 
It  may  take  a  little  while  for  the  article  to  rise 
sufficiently  in  value  to  cover  the  increased  duty; 
but  in  the  mean  time  the  importers  can  allow  these 
goods  to  remain  in  bond,  and  they  can  buy  and 
sell  them  in  bond,  and  therefore  I  do  not  think  that 
to  apfily  the  increased  tax  to  the  goods  in  bond 
is  unjust  or  inequitable,  or  would  work  injury. 
Tiie  condition  of  the  country  at  this  time  is  such, 
we  need  the  money  so  much,  it  is  so  necessary 
for  us  to  check  the  importation  of  foreign  goods, 
that  I  would  rather  vote  to  increase  this  tax  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  than  to  lower  it. 
I  know  the  committee  have  considered  this  mat- 
ter, and  the  chairman  can  no  doubt  give  reasons 
that  will  appear  forcible;  but  that  is  my  convic- 
tion, and  1  must  therefore  cx]n'ess  it. 

I  hope  the  Senate  will  take  that  view  and  pass 
this  resolution  precisely  asit  came  from  the  House 
of  Representatives.  If  there  is  much  delay  and 
discussion  on  the  jimendments  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  it  must  go  back  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  if  any  amendment  be 
adopted,  and  there  will  be  furtlier  delay  and  further 
discussion  there, and  wedefeatthe  very  purpose  for 
which  this  resolution  was  hastily  and  suddenly 
passed  by  that  House.  My  own  desire  is  to  levy 
on  all  the  goods  now  in  bonded  warehouses  this 
increased  duty,  to  receive  the  benefit  of  it  to  the 
Government.  I  think  by  that  course  we  do  no 
injury  to  any  one,  certainly  no  more  injury  than 
a  tax  law  always  does.  I  think  it  is  entirely  de- 
fensible and  justifiable,  especially  in  the  condition 
of  the  country  when  we  have  a  right  to  resort, 
and  must  resort,  to  very  severe  measures  of  tax- 
ation. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  agree  fully  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio.  I  would  rather  raise  this  increase 
of  duty  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  than  to  reduce 
it  ten  per  cent,  below  the  fifty  per  cent,  proposed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives.  When  gold  is 
flowing  out  of  the  country  at  the  rate  of  four  or 
five  million  dollars  a  week  to  pay  for  imported 
merchandise,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  time  we  should 
put  obstructions  in  the  way  of  increased  impor- 
tations instead  of  holding  out  inducements  for 
them.  I  trust  the  amendment  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  will  be  rejected  and  the  resolution  be 
passed  just  as  it  came  to  us;  but  if  any  amend- 
ment be  adopted  I  shall  certainly  offer  one,  in- 
stead of  lowering  the  amount,  to  raise  it  to  sev- 
enty-five or  one  hundred  per  cent. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  '  It  makes  no  difference 
to  me,  of  course,  what  conclusion  the  Senate  may 
come  to  on  the  subject.  I  wish,  however,  with 
reference  to  one  particular  amendment  proposed, 
to  which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  lias  ad- 
dressed his  remarks,  to  wash  my  hands,  at  least 
so  far  as  1  am  conce'ined,  of  what  1  conceive  to 
be  improper  in  the  provisions  of  this  resolution. 

1  have  stated  the  only  reason  that  exists  that  I 
know  of  why  we  propose  to  put  down  the  in- 
creased duty  from  fifty  to  thirty-three  and  a  third 
per  cent.  If  Senators  take  the  view  that  they 
wish  to  stop  importations,  fifty  per  cent,  is  un- 
doubtedly better  than  thirty-three  and  a  third, 
and  one  hundred  per  cent.,  as  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  is  better  still.  But  I  do 
not  know  that  Congress  has  yet  come  tothccon- 
i;lusion  that  it  is  bi'st  entirely  to  stop  importa- 
tions. Wo  have  pledged  to  the  public  creditors 
the  revenues  we  derive  from  imfioris  as  a  fund 
for  the  payment  of  tin;  interest  on  the  public  debt; 
and  it  is  not  a  very  good  way  to  increase  the  rev- 
enues of  the  country  for  any  purpose,  or  to  carry 
out  (he  idea  of  nueting  the  obligation  wliich  we 


have  thus  incurred  by  saying  we  will  so  legislate 
as  to  prevent  getting  the  money  necessary  to  meet 
this  obligation. 

The  committee  did  not  go  uj)on  that  hypothe- 
sis. Their  idea  was  to  legislate  upon  a  tariff  bill, 
not  with  a  view  to  stop  importations,  but  with  a 
view  to  derive  revenue.  1  understand  that  the 
single  idea  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
adopting  this  resolution  was  to  prevent  the  great 
orders  for  importations,  and  the  importations  that 
might  be  made  between  the  present  time  and  the 
time  when  the  tariff  bill  could  be  elaborated  and 
passed.  On  that  idea  the  committee  acted;  that 
is  to  say,  a  majority  of  the  committee,  and  v/lien 
1  speak  of  the  committee  I  speak  of  the  general 
result  to  which  the  committee  as  a  whole  came. 
Acting  upon  that  hypothesis,  upon  that  idea,  I 
have  given  the  reasons  which  actuated  the  com- 
mittee. Believing  that  the  tariff  would  soon  be 
revi^^d  as  a  tariff  for  revenue,  and  believing  that 
the  increase  proposed  by  it  would  not,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  exceed  thirty-three  and  one  third  per 
cent.,  or  much  exceed  it,  atid  that  fifty  per  cent, 
would  be  a  larger  increase  than  would  be  levied 
by  the  bill,  they  deemed  it  more  consistent  with 
the  business  of  the  country  to  fix  the  temporary 
increase  of  duly  here  proposed  at  thirty-three  and 
one  third  per  cent.,  rather  below,  if  you  please, 
or  not  much  exceeding  the  rate  which  they  be- 
lieved would  finally  be  adopted.  That  was  the 
reason;  and  if  that  should  address  itself  to  the 
minds  of  the  Senate  as  a  sufficient  reason,  they  will 
adopt  that  view;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  they  go 
upon  the  idea  of  stopping  importations  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  country,  without  reference  to  the  bus- 
iness of  the  country,  and  its  effects  upon  the  bus- 
iness of  the  country,  then  they  will  adopt  the 
course  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  and 
sustained  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan. 

I  believe  that  is  the  true  state  of  the  question, 
and  whatever  conplusion  the  Senate  may  come 
to,  will  be  satisfactory  to  me.  I  have  discharged 
my  duty  by  expressing  my  own  opinion  on  the 
subject.  The  consideration  to  which  I  have  al- 
reatJy  adverted  incidentally,  as  to  the  effect  of 
what  we  may  do  upon  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try, should  not  be  lostsightof.  Some  gentlemen 
seem,  in  the  views  that  they  express  here,  to  be 
actuated  by  the  idea  that  all  we  have  to  do  is  to 
get  money  to  meet  our  obligations.  That  is  a 
most  important  thing  to  be  done  unquestionably, 
and  the  most  important  thing  to  be  done;  but,  to 
use  a  familiar  illustration,  we  must  take  care  and 
not  kill  the:  goose  that  lays  the  golden  egg.  We 
must  depend,  in  the  future  as  in  the  present,  in  a 
very  great  measure  upon  the  business  of  the 
country  and  the  prosperity  of  the  business  of  the 
country  to  afford  us  means.  We  are  not  legis- 
lating for  to-day  alone,  or  for  this  year,  or  for  next 
year.  We  may  get  a  few  million  dollars  more  or 
less  to  meet  our  present  obligations;  but  if  by  so 
doing  we  throw  the  business  of  the  country  into 
confusion,  or  one  great  branch  of  that  business, 
and  interfere  with  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
largely,  we  are  to  sufferfrom  it  in  the  future  when 
we  shall  need  money  just  as  much  perhaps  as  we 
do  to-day;  and  therefore  in  all  our  legislation, 
while  we  keep  in  view  the  great  object  of  getting 
the  means  to  meet  our  obligations,  we  should  at 
the  same  time  remember  that  our  necessities  are 
to  endure  through  future  years,  and  that  we  must 
foster  all  those  sources  from  which  we  are  to  de- 
rive revenue  in  the  future;  and  (is  I  said  before, 
when  the  jirosperlty  of  the  country  is  seriously 
interfered  with  we  do  not  make  up  for  it  by  get- 
ling  a  few  millions  more  or  less  to-day,  or  this 
month,  or  iK^xt  month,  for  a  present  occasion;  we 
do  more  harm  than  we  do  good. 

A  word  now  in  reference  to  the  other  proposi- 
tion to  exempt  goods  in  bond.  Perhaps  Senators 
have  not  all  taken  pains  to  ascertain  the  history 
of  our  legislation  upon  these  suiijecis.  Formerly 
in  passing  tariff  bills  we  excepted  all  goods  on 
shipboard  on  the  ground  that  men  made  their 
contracts  with  reference  to  existing  laws.  What- 
ever was  water-borne,  from  any  quarter  of  the 
world,  and  however  long  il  might  be  in  arriving, 
our  policy  was  formerly  to  exem[it  from  an  in- 
creased tariff,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  an  im- 
plied contract  in  reference  to  it,  and  that  men  hav- 
ing made  their  contracts  and  frequently  having 
made  their  sales  beforehand,  would  be  injured  if 
we  did  not  exempt  ihem.  When  the  warehouse 
system  wus  adopted  of  course  we  exempted  goods 
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in  bond ;  but  we  have  recently  changed  our  policy 
with  reference  to  goods  on  shipboard.  In  the 
tariff  bill  that  we  passed  two  years  ago,  while  we 
exempted  goods  in  bond,  we  diil  not  exempt  but 
specifically  applied  the  increased  duties  to  goods 
on  shipboard.  We  thus  gave  notice  to  the  coun- 
try of  u  change  of  policy ;  and  while  we  gave  no- 
tice that  we  had  changed  our  policy  with  regard 
to  goods  to  arrive  that  were  on  shipboard,  we  by 
the  sanie  act,  which  we  have  never  altered  since, 
gave  notice  that  we  did  not  consider  goods  in  the 
public  stores  and  in  bonded  warehouse  as  coming 
under  the  same  rule.  The  business  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  carried  on  with  reference  precisely 
to  that  state  of  things. 

Nov/  there  is  another  consideration.  When  a 
man  brings  in  his  goods  here  under  an  existing 
law,  and  the  Government  says  to  him,  "You  may 
either  pay  us  the  duties  in  cash,  or  you  may  put 
them  into  the  jDublic  stores  and  keep  them  for  a 
fixed  time,  ancf  then  export  them  without  paying 
duties,  if  you  please,  or  take  them  out  for  con- 
sumption on  payingthe duties,  provided  you  give 
a  bond  that  you  will  pay  the  duties  as  fixed  by 
law,"  it  looks  very  much  like  a  contract,  as  if 
these  goods  were  imported  absolutely,  and  to  be 
considered  imported,  and  to  be  considered  in  the 
possession  of  the  owner  on  a  certain  condition. 
This  resolution,  as  it  was  first  drawn,  proposed 
to  go  further  than  any  law  has  ever  gone,  and  to 
iust  put  this  increased  duty  in  a  single  snap,  v/ith- 
out  the  slightest  previous  notice,  upon  the  goods 
in  bond,  for  the  first  time  in  our  legislation.  That 
is  to  say,  having  got  the  goods  into  the  country, 
we  say  we  will  make  this  application  of  the. in- 
creased duties  to  them.  I  confess  that  to  me  it 
does  not  look  like  good  faith  and  honesty  as  be- 
tween man  and  man.  That  is  my  great  difficulty. 
I  would  like  to  have  this  money  as  well  as  any 
Senator  would;  but  we  should  not  get  so  much 
by  it  after  all,  because  with  the  right  of  exporta- 
tion the  importers  would  send  their  goods  out  of 
the  country  very  largely.  The  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan would  say,  *' That  will  be  an  advantage  to 
us,"  and  so  would  say  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
"Send  them  out,  and  then  they  will  not  be  here 
to  make  this  drain  of  gold."  Very  well;  if  that 
is  the  policy  that  Congress  chooses  to  adopt  I  have 
nothing  to  say  about  it;  and  that  unquestionably, 
to  a  great  extent,  would  be  the  effect  of  the  legis- 
lation; but  viewing  it  as  we  have  a  right  to  view 
it,  and  must  view  it  for  the  purposes  of  this  reso- 
lution, that  we  thereby  get  the  duties  which  we 
impose,  it  looked  to  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee as  if  it  was  not  just.  Having  establislied  our 
policy  in  the  last  tariff  bill,  having  given  notice  to 
the  country  what  that  policy  was  and  was  to  re- 
main, it  did  not  seem  proper  to  the  committee, 
without  giving  any  time  for  men  to  take  their 
goods  out,  to  just  lay  our  hands  upon  them  and 
impose  an  additional  duty  of  fifty  percent,  because 
they  are  in  our  power  and  in  a  degree  in  our  pos- 
session. I  could  not  agree  to  that  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  will  say  that  that  was  not  the  under- 
standing of  the  Committee  of  V'/ays  and  Means. 
The  joint  resolution  reads  in  such  a  way  that  it 
will  probably  be  so  construed,  but  they  did  not  so 
intend  it.  1  have  inquired  and  found  that  that 
was  not  the  intention  of  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  They  thought  it 
did  not  apply  to  goods  in  bond,  and  they  did  not 
intend  that  it  should  touch  goods  in  bond.  That 
information  strengthened  my  own  previous  view 
of  the  subject. 

y  Now,  sir,  you  see  that  however  the  resolution 
may  operate,  it  must  work  injustice  to  some  ex- 
tent. Goods  in  bond  lying  in  v/archouses  are, 
many  of  them,  sold  by  previous  contract;  the 
owners  ought  to  have  an  opportunity,  so  far  as 
we  can  afford  it,  to  carry  out  thcircontracts  with- 
out being  heavily  burdened. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Chair 
rtiust  interrupt  the  Senator  to  call  up  the  special 
order,  which  is  the  Pacific  railroad  bill. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  hope  there  will  be  con- 
sent to  go  on  v/ith  the  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     I  move  the  postponemcntof 
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the  special  order  until  this  subject  shall  have  been 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  special  order  can  lie 
over  informally,  I  suppose,  if  there  be  no  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.   What  is  the  special  order? 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  There  are 
two  special  orders  for  to-day.  The  first  one  is 
the  Pacific  railroad  bill. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  On  behalf  of  the  Senator 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Howard,]  whom  I  do  not 
seat  in  his  seat,  I  submit  a  motion  that  it  be  post- 
poned, and  made  the  special  order  for  Monday 
next. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  It  is  moved 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  that  Senate  bill  No.  132, 
being  the  bill  relative  to  the  Pacific  railroad,  be 
postponed  to  and  made  the  special  order  for  Mon- 
day next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Chair 
must  now  call  up  the  second  special  order,  being 
House  bill  No.  395,  commonly  called  the  bank- 
ing bill. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Let  that  lie  over  inform- 
ally. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  that  bill  will  be  laid  aside  informally. 
The  Chair  hears  none,  and  the  joint  resolution 
(PI.  R.  No.  67)  to  increase  temporarily  the  du- 
ties on  imports  is  before  the  Senate  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  By  doing  what  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  proposes  to  do,  we  in  fact  take  a 
snap  judgment  on  the  House  of  Representatives 
which  did  not  so  understand  it,  or  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  which  did  not  so  intend.  I 
think  it  will  be  much  better  at  all  events  to  send 
it  back  amended,  and  let  us  see  whether  they  will 
conform  to  their  original  view,  or  will  prefer  to 
abide  the  construction  which  in  spite  of  their 
opinions  will  probably  be  the  correct  construction 
of  the  resolution,  or  at  all  events  the  construction 
that  will  be  put  upon  it. 

1  do  not  know  that  I  have  anything  further  to 
say.  I  simply  intended  to  present  the  points  at 
issue.  I  believe  I  was  saying,  when  I  was  inter- 
rupted, that  the  same  difficulty  that  would  arise 
in  regard  to  contracts  made  Would  arise  now  in 
spite  of  anything  we  may  do,  so  far  as  they  may 
be  applicable  to  goods  that  are  on  shipboard,  but 
to  a  much  less  degree.  There  may  be  some  in- 
dividual hard  cases,  and  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress may  perhaps  correct  that.  With  regard  to 
the  proviso  which  the  committee  propose  to  strike 
out,  it  is  one  that  makes  an  exemption  of  a  par- 
ticular class  of  articles;  and  the  committee  thought 
that  if  this  horizontal  tariff  was  to  be  laid  it  was 
hardly  worth  while  to  make  an  exception  in  favor 
of  any  particular  interest,  but  that  it  was  better  to 
leave  all  to  stand  squarely  on  the  same  footing. 

Mr.  HOWE.  1  happened  to  be  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Finance  who  differed 
from  the  conclusion  to  which  the  majority  ar- 
rived; and  as  the  same  questions  that  were  pre- 
sented in  the  committee  arc  presented  here  in  the 
Senate,  I  will  state  as  briefly  as  I  can  the  views 
which  govern  me. 

There  seem  to  be  two  questions  under  discus- 
sion upon  a  single  amendment  proposed.  The 
first  question  is  to  reduce  the  duty  recommended 
by  the  joint  resolution  as  it  came  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  fifty  to  thirty-three  and 
one  third  per  cent.  I  was  opposed  to  that  reduc- 
tion for  two  reasons,  either  of  which  I  think,  at 
this  time,  ought  to  be  conclusive,  and  would  be 
conclusive  with  me,  and  both,  of  course,  would 
be  doubly  conclusive.  One  reason  is  that  we  are 
unquestionably  importing  into  the  country  at  this 
time  more  goods  than  the  country  ought  to  buy 
or  can  afford  to  buy.  These  excessive  importa- 
tions are  a  positive  and  almost  incalculable  detri- 
ment to  the  country,  in  my  judgment.  I  there- 
fore am  in  favor  of  increasing  these  duties  very 
largely  for  the  purpose  of  checking  those  impor- 
tations. In  thcnext[)lacc  we  wantmore  revenue, 
and  that  seems  to  be  a  very  good  argument  for 


increasing  the  duties  largely  on  such  goods  as  we 
must  buy,  and  will  buy,  without  regard  to  the 
duty. 

This  House  resolution  proposes  to  increase  the 
duty  on  our  imports  just  fifty  per  cent.  If  we 
mean  to  be  faithful  to  the  country  we  must  double 
the  revenues  of  the  country.  I  will  not  say  we 
cannot  live,  but  we  cannot  be  cotitont,  we  cannot 
be  prosperous,  unless  we  double  the  revenues  of 
the  country.  How  shall  we  double  them?  Gen- 
erally speaking,  I  may  say  that  what  increased 
revenue  you  do  not  get  from  imports  you  must 
get  from  internal  productions.  I  think  it  is  much 
better  to  increase  the  duties  on  imports  one  hun- 
dred per  cent.,  and  thus  be  relieved  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  increasing  the  duties  on  our  home  pro- 
ductions, our  internal  taxes,  to  that  extent  than 
vice  versa.  The  more  you  raise  on  imports  the 
less  you  will  have  to  raise  in  the  shape  of  internal 
duties. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  You  started  out  with  the  ar- 
gument thatyou  weregoing  to  stop  importations. 

Mr.  HOWE.     I  do  want  that. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  Then  how  are  you  going  to 
raise  revenue  ? 

The  PRESIDENTp-oiempore.  Senators  must 
address  the  Chair. 

Mr.  PIOWE.  I  take  it,  Mr.  President,  that 
every  duty  you  lay  has  a  double  tendency  to 
check  importations  and  to  give  revenue.  I  do 
not  undertake  to  say  that  the  higher  you  place 
the  duty  these  double  tendencies  will  be  devel- 
oped to  the  same  extent,  v/hether  the  duty  be  one 
sum  or  another.  Let  your  duties  be  what  they 
may  you  will  have  importations  to  some  extent. 
The  higher  the  duty  is  the  more  revenue  you  will 
get  from  a  given  amount  of  imports.  These  are 
my  reasons,  therefore,  for  declining  to  assent  to 
this  proposition  to  reduce  this  increase  of  duties 
from  fifty  to  thirty-three  and  one  third  per  cent. 
Another  question  which  has  been  considered  in 
connection  with  this  is,  as  to  what  goods  this  ad- 
ditional duty  shall  belaid  upon.  The  two  prop- 
ositions are,  on  the  one  hand,  to  levy  it  upon 
goods  which  have  not  been  delivered  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  importer,  and  the  other  is  to  ex- 
empt from  the  payment  of  this  increased  duty, 
goods  which,  although  they  have  not  been  de- 
livered ai'e  received  into  the  country  and  are  now 
in  bonded  warehouses.  When  a  merchant  sends 
an  order  from  NewYork  to  Liverpool  orelsewhere 
for  a  given  amount  of  goods,  if  you  increase  the 
duties  the  day  after  or  any  time  after  that  order 
has  left  and  before  the  goods  arrive,  it  is  very 
easy  to  see  that  he  will  receive  the  goods  under 
circumstances  very  different  from  what  existed 
at  the  time  he  sent  the  order.  It  is  possible  that 
if  he  knew  the  duties  were  to  be  increased  he 
would  not  have  sent  the  order.  He  has  some 
right,  therefore,  to  say  that  he  is  injured;  that 
the  law  was  changed  after  he  had  sent  forward 
his  order.  If  you  meant  that  your  law  should 
operate  with  exact  justice  upon  the  importer,  I 
think  you  should  exempt  from  the  payment  of 
the  increased  duty  all  goods  which  had  been  or- 
dered prior  to  the  enactment  of  the  law.  That 
would  exempt  all  goods  in  bonded  warehouses; 
all  goods  on  shipboard;  all  goods  in  transitu: 
all  goods  which  had  not  been  purchased,  but  the 
purchase  of  which  had  been  ordered  prior  to  the 
passage  of  the  law.  But  if  we  conclude  to  put 
the  tax  on  all  goods  in  transitu,  on  all  goods  on 
sliifiboard,  goods  afloat,  and  goods  arrived  but 
not  in  the  warehouse,  1  cannot  for  my  life,  after 
all  that  has  been  said  on  the  subject,  see  why 
you  should  distinguish  between  either  of  tiiose 
classes  and  the  men  who  have  put  their  goods 
intoaGovernment  warehouse  underbond.  There 
is  precisely  the  same  reason  and  the  same  justice 
for  laying  the  additional  duty  on  the  goods  in 
the  warehouse  that  there  is  for  laying  it  upon  the 
goods  on  shipboard  in  the  harbor  or  upon  the 
ocean. 

Mr.  GRIMES.     Or  that  there  was  for  laying 
a  tax  on  whisky  on  hand- 
Mr.  HOWE.     That  was  very  different.    Tho 
reason  why  you  could  not  put  that  tax  on  whieky 
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was  because  it  was  not  in  your  warehouses;  it 
WHS  not  under  the  control  of  llie  Government; 
but  it  had  entered  into  the  market;  it  had  been 
sold  from  hand  to  hand,  and  the  tax  had  been 
paid. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     It  had  paid  one  tax. 

Mr.  HOWE.  It  had  paid  one  tax.  It  had  paid 
nearly  the  whole  tax  proposed.  These  goods 
have  paid  no  duty;  they  have  not  been  delivered 
by  the  Government;  they  are  in  your  own  hands. 
If  you  put  on  the  additional  duty,  the  importer 
has  still  the  clioice  to  pay  that  duty  or  reship  his 
goods.  He  left  the  goods  there  precisely  for  that 
purpose,  to  make  up  his  mind  whether  he  would 
pay  the  duty  or  reship  them.  He  pays  the  duty, 
and  then  only  after  he  has  paid  the  duty  do  they 
come  into  the  market. 

For  these  reasons — I  have  stated  them  as  briefly 
as  I  can;  I  do  not  know  how  coherently — I  voted 
in  committee  and  shall  vote  in  the  Senate  against 
the  reduction  of  this  increased  duty  from  fifty  to 
thirty-three  and  one  third  per  cent.,  and  I  am  op- 
posed to  exempting  the  goods  in  bonded  ware- 
houses from  the  payment  of  this  additional  duty. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  It  is  true,  as  stated  by  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  that  under  our  old  usage, 
we  always  exempted  goods  on  hand  and  goods 
on  shipboard  from  an  increase  of  duty.  It  is  like- 
wise true  that  we  gave  notice  that  we  had  changed 
our  policy  in  that  regard. 

The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  has  anticipated  the 
argument  which  I  had  intended  to  make.  There 
is  tenfold  the  reason  why  you  should  exempt 
goods  on  shipboard,  ordered  under  the  expecta- 
tion of  paying  a  certain  rate  of  duty,  that  there 
is  for  exempting  goods  in  warehouse  under  Gov- 
ernment bonds.  Does  the  Senator  from  Maine 
state  as  a  lawyer  that  there  is  anything  even  bear- 
ing the  semblance  of  a  contract  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  man  who  puts  his  property  in 
bond .'  A  contract  must  be  binding  on  both  sides. 
The  man  who  puts  his  property  in  bond  docs  it 
with  a  perfect  understanding  that  he  may  take 
every  dollar  of  it  out  of  bond  and  reship  it  out  of 
the  country.  The  contract  is  simply  this:  he 
binds  himself  to  pay  that  duty  or  any  other  duty 
that  may  be  placed  upon  the  property  by  the 
Government  when  he  sees  fit  to  withdraw  it  from 
the  Government  warehouse. 

It  may  be  that  this  increase  of  fifty  per  cent, 
will  lead  to  a  very  large  withdrawal  from  ware- 
liouses  and  reshipment.  I  hope  that  that  will  be 
the  result.  I  would  rather  collect  $50,000,000 
from  an  importation  of  $100,000,000  than  to  col- 
lect it  from  an  importation  of  ^200,000,000.  I 
hope  it  will  lead  to  the  reshipment  of  these  goods 
instead  of  the  shipment  of  gold,  that  is  going  on, 
as  I  said  before,  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  or  six 
millions  a  week.  I  think  perhaps  that  might  be 
the  effect  of  it.  I  hope  and  trust  it  will  be  the 
effect  of  it. 

Sir,  I  hope  that  this  joint  resolution  will  pass 
precisely  as  it  came  to  us  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. I  believe  it  to  bean  eminently  just 
and  proper  war  tax.  No  man  sends  his  property 
to  the  United  States  without  knowing  that  we  are 
in  a  state  of  war,  and  in  a  time  of  war  we  are  lia- 
ble to  call  not  only  for  our  ordinary  resources  but 
for  extraordinary  resources.  Every  one  knows 
that;  and  why  not  let  the  foreigner  who  is  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  high  prices  in  this  country  pay 
his  fair  proportion  of  the  burdens.'  For  my  own 
part  1  wish  that  we  could  keep  the  money  in  the 
country  in  order  to  enable  us  to  tax  it  rather  than 
to  send  it  out  of  the  country  to  pay  for  what  we 
do  not  want. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into 
ihe  discussion  of  this  question;  but  I  want  to  re- 
mind the  Senate  that  this  prujiosition  applies  to 
tlic  shears  of  the  farmers'  plows  in  my  coun- 
try. It  applie.s  to  iron.  It  covers  all  the  articles 
enumerated  in  the  tariff  list.  It  is  not  going  to 
operate  particularly  to  the  disadvantage  of  com- 
mercial men  in  the  eastern  cities,  but  in  fact  the 
whole  amount  of  this  additKJtiul  larilf  i.s  to  come 
off"  the  consumer  in  the  agricultural  districts  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Mr.  President,  informer 
years  a  propo.sition  of  such  magnitude  as  this 
would  occuj)y  the  attention  of  tlie  Senate  of  the 
United  Slates  for  weeks  before  its  passage  would 
be  thought  of.  It  is  a  propo.siiinn  which  in  its 
direct  (.'frect-s  must  throw  into  the  pockets  of  the 
manufacturing   men   of  the  country  millions  of 


profits,  while  it  takes  from  the  resources  of  the 
agricultural  portion  of  the  country  a  correspond- 
ing amount. 

It  is  proposed  here  by  a  very  short  resolution 
to  increase  the  tariflf  fifty  per  cent.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  have  proposed  to  reduce  that 
to  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent.  I  shall  vote 
for  the  proposed  amendment;  but  I  do  not  intend 
to  vote  for  the  resolution,  even  if  it  shall  be  so 
amended.  I  think  that  the  adjustment  of  the 
tariff",  inasmuch  as  it  so  materially  affects  the 
different  interests  of  the  country,  ought  to  be 
very  thoroughly  considered  before  it  is  brought 
before  the  Senate. 

This  is  not  proposed  as  a  permanent  law.  It 
is  not  proposed  as  a  system.  Upon  its  face  it 
does  not  claim  to  have  received  the  mature  con- 
sideration of  the  House  of  Representatives  or  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate;  it  is  a 
temporary  expedient,  but  a  very  crushing  one  in 
its  effects  upon  the  men  who  have  to  buy  under 
the  operation  of  this  law.  I  represent  such  an 
interest.  We  do  not  manufacture  in  Indiana. 
We  are  dependent  upon  importations  and  the 
manufacturers  of  New  England  and  Pennsylva- 
nia and  New  York  for  what  we  require;  and  cer- 
tainly before  such  a  change  is  made,  so  greatly 
affecting  our  interests,  very  mature  consideration 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  proposition.  I  am  not 
prepared  now  to  discuss  it;  and  if  I  had  time  to 
discuss  it  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  important  that 
it  should  be  discussed.  We  generally  have  our 
views  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff"  made  up. 

I  intended  simply  to  say  that  I  am  astonished 
that  so  important  a  measure  as  this  should  be 
brought  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  this 
proposed  amendment  thrown  before  the  body, 
and  immediately  the  passage  of  the  measure 
should  be  asked.  If  the  tariff"  ought  to  be  in- 
creased, increase  it;  if  it  ought  to  be  decreased, 
decrease  it;  but  let  us  know  what  change  is  to  be 
made  upon  the  diflTerent  articles.  If  a  uniform 
increase  of  fifty  per  cent,  or  thirty-three  and  a 
third  per  cent,  is  to  become  permanent,  let  the 
committee  say  so  in  a  bill,  which,  upon  its  face 
and  in  its  terms,  is  not  to  be  temporary.  The  com- 
mittee say  that  this  measure  is  not  to  be  perma- 
nent; that  they  have  not  considered  it  with  that 
care  that  they  would  a  permanent  measure;  and 
that  this  is  to  be  a  temporary  thing  for  sixty  days 
only. 

I  am  not  able  to  tell  from  the  argument  what  is 
the  purpose  of  the  measure.  Some  Senators  in- 
timate that  it  is  to  be  a  prohibitory  law;  that  its 
purpose  is  to  prevent  importation  and  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  gold.  Then  it  is  not  a  revenue 
measure;  it  is  the  opposite.  On  the  other  hand, 
is  it  a  revenue  measure?  Is  the  Committee  on 
Finance  prepared  to  show  to  us  that  it  is  a  reve- 
nue measure  instead  of  a  prohibitory  measure  ? 
Certainly  the  Senate  ought  to  be  very  fully  ad- 
vised of  the  full  eff"ect  of  this  resolution  before  it 
is  passed. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Mr.  President,  I  am  in  favor 
generally — I  am  now  in  favor — of  a  strong  and 
vigorous  tariff.  I  feel  as  strongly  as  any  person 
can  well  do  the  necessity  of  preventing  the  large 
importation  of  goods  and  the  flowing  of  gold  from 
the  country;  but  at  the  same  time  I  feel  the  ne- 
cessity of  so  adjusting  our  legislation  and  the 
measures  that  come  before  Congress  that  we  shall 
do  no  mischief  to  the  business  of  the  country. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
is  to  reduce  the  increased  duty  from  fifty  percent, 
to  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent.  They  pro- 
pose that  amendment  for  this  reason:  they  be- 
lieve that  when  the  tariff"  bill  comes  to  be  finally 
adjusted  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  duty 
of  fifty  percent,  will  be  a  greater  increase  tlian 
will  be  upon  an  average  laid  upon  articles  that  are 
to  be  imported.  In  my  judgment,  it  is  better,  as 
was  said  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  to  fix  your 
duty,  if  you  cannot  hit  the  exact  place,  a  little 
below  than  above  what  will  be  the  tariff^.  It  is 
better  to  go  up  step  after  step  than  to  go  up  at 
once  and  afterwards  jump  down;  because;  if  goods 
are  imported  under  this  joint  resolution  lay  nigan 
additional  duty  of  fifty  per  cent.,  their  price  will 
be  enhanced  so  much,  and  then  if  you  fix  your 
duty  afterwards  lower,  and  the  goods  have  not 
been  sold,  they  will  come  in  competition  with  the 
goods  afterwards  imported,  and  the  importer  must 
lose!.  Now,  it  will  be  biUter,  and  such  was  the 
governing  view  of  the  Committee  on   Finance, 


while  they  agreed  that  there  should  be  a  strong 
tariffs,  to  fix  it  so  gradually  and  so  adjust  it  to  the 
business  of  the  country  that  it  shall  work  nobody 
any  harm  if  we  can  help  it. 

Upon  the  best  information  the  committee  could 
get,  and  they  made  careful  inquu-y  of  the  men 
who  knew  most  about  the  tariff",  they  concluded 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  had  fixed  the 
point  a  little  too  high.  Senators  will  bear  in 
mind  that  this  is  a  resolution  passed  in  haste.  It 
is  not  a  well  matured,  considered  resolution.  It 
does  not  propose  to  be  permanent  legislation  of 
the  country,  but  it  proposes  only  to  check  im- 
portations while  Congress  can  fix  the  permanent 
legislation  of  the  country. 

I  desire,  with  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr. 
Grimes,]  to  get  revenue.  Revenue  we  musthave; 
but  there  are  two  things  a  little  inconsistent  here. 
In  the  first  place  you  must  check  importations, 
so  that  the  gold  shall  not  go  out  of  the  country, 
and  yet  you  must  have  the  goods  come  in,  so  that 
you  can  get  the  revenue. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.     In  gold. 

Mr.  CLARK.  And  get  it  in  gold,  says  the 
Senator  from  Vermont.  There  is  a  point  fn  duties 
beyond  which  you  cannot  go.  Undoubtedly,  if 
you  raise  them  too  high  you  can  prohibit  im- 
portation ,  but  you  will  not  get  revenue  if  you  do. 
The  point  is  to  reach  exactly  the  proper  mean, 
if  you  can,  where  you  may  prevent  excessive  im- 
portation and  still  derive  a  revenue.  It  is  a  diffi- 
cult problem,  but  that  is  what  the  Committee  on 
Finance  are  striving  at.  I  submit  to  the  Senate 
whether  it  is  not  better  to  fix  it  a  little  below  the 
point,  if  you  cannot  hit  it  exactly,  rather  than  to 
go  above  it.  The  judgment  of  many  of  the  best 
informed  men  of  the  country  is  that  fifty  per  cent, 
is  too  high;  the  Committee  on  Finance  think  it 
is  to  high;  but  if  it  should  turnout  to  be  not  quite 
high  enough,  in  a  very-few  days  we  shall  get  a 
well  adjusted  tariff"  bill,  and  then  we  can  raise  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.     That  ought  to  be  now. 

Mr.  CLARK.  It  is  said  by  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  that  that  ought  to  be  now,  and  I 
agree  with  him  it  ought  to  be  now;  but  it  is  not 
now,  and  no  word  of  his  or  mine  can  make  it  now. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Voting  high  duties  on 
this  resolution  will  make  it. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  do  not  understand  that  voting 
high  on  this  resolution  will  make  a  well  con- 
sidered tariff".  Nobody  pretends  that  it  is  well 
considered.  It  is  a  temporary  measure;  a  meas- 
ure in  haste. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     It  says  so  on  its  face. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Its  friends  say  so,  and  the  res- 
olution itself  says  so,  because  it  is  only  for  sixty 
days.  A  short  bill  to  operate  for  a  short  time 
might  be  brought  in  and  still  be  well  considered; 
but  this  was  not  well  considered.  The  House  of 
Representatives  did  not  pretend  to  give  it  much  at- 
tention; but  the  idea  was  to  pass  a  measure  which 
should  prevent  excessive  importations  while  they 
were  maturing  a  proper  tariff"  bill.  I  submit  that 
it  is  belter  to  adjust  the  revenues  in  this  way  than 
it  would  be  to  inflict  an  injury  upon  the  business 
of  the  country. 

But,  Mr.  President,  it  is  said  we  must  have 
money;  we  must  have  revenue.  So  we  must;  but 
if  you  kill  the  business  of  the  country  where  are 
you  going  to  get  the  revenue.'  You  can  tax  prop- 
erty on  hand;  but  one  of  the  best  indications  in 
this  country  in  my  judgment  is,  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  has  been  prosperous,  and  has 
enabled  you  to  bear  the  burdens  that  were  upon 
you.  If  your  business  had  not  been  prosperous 
you  couKl  not  have  sustained  yourselves  so  far. 
Then  let  us  not  destroy,  let  us  not  injure,  the 
business  of  the  country. 

I  wish  to  suggest  another  consideration  to  Sen- 
ators. While  we  are  laying  these  taxes,  and  while 
they  are  falling  heavily  on  the  people,  as  they 
will,  and  while  we  desire  to  hiy  heavy  taxes,  it 
becomes  only  of  more  importance  that  we  ad- 
just those  taxes  so  that  they  shall  bear  as  equally 
as  possible  and  not  destroy  any  business  or  in- 
terest. We  have  got  heavy  burdens  to  carry;  we 
are  all  willing  to  carry  heavy  burdens;  but  let  us 
make  those  burdens  sit  as  lightly  as  we  can,  and 
well  adjust  the  saddle  on  which  the  burden  is  to 
ride. 

Let  me  say  a  word  on  the  other  point  in  regard 
to  taxing  goods  in  bonded  warehouses.  Money 
you  must  iiavc,  and  it  is  said  if  you  lax  these 
goods  in  the  bonded  waroliouses  this  fifty  per  cent. 
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atlditional,  you  will  g;et  so  much  more  money.  It 
may  be  timt  you  will,  if  they  are  not  reshipped. 
But,  says  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  I  want 
them  renhipped.  But,  sir,  you  want  revenue; 
and  if  they  resliip  them  you  do  not  get  any  reve- 
nue. How  can  you  get  revenue  out  of  the  goods, 
and  at  the  same  time  tax  them  so  high  as  to  carry 
tlieni  out  of  the  country  without  paying  the  rev- 
enue.' 

But,  sir,  that  is  not  the  great  difficulty  with 
me.  This  is  the  point  in  regard  to  it:  you  said 
to  these  importers  when  they  imported  those 
goods  and  brought  them  to  your  shores,  "There 
is  yourchoice;  pay  the  duty  nosv,  or  putthegoods 
into  the  warehouses  and  pay  the  duty  when  it  is 
convenient  for  you  to  do  so."  That  system  was 
established  to  aid  tiie  business  of  the  country,  so 
that  the  merchant  might  import  his  goods,  put 
them  into  the  bonded  warehouses,  and  keep  them 
there  until  he  wanted  to  put  them  into  the  con- 
sumption of  the  country  and  could  find  a  market 
for  them,  and  then  he  was  to  ptxy  the  duties. 
You  made  him  that  offer.  Instead  of  paying  the 
duties  he  says,  "  I  will  put  them  in  the  bonded 
warehouse."  He  puts  them  in  the  bonded  ware- 
house, relying  on  the  faith  of  the  Government. 
The  Government,  it  is  true,  has  not  bound  itself 
that  it  will  not  increase  the  duties  on  them.  It 
has  the  power  and  perhaps  the  right  to  increase 
them;  but  the  question  is,  wliether  it  would  be 
good  policy  for  the  Government  to  do  it.  Would 
not  these  people  whom  you  propose  to  tax,  and 
who  have  got  to  bear  the  burdens  of  this  country, 
feel  that  the  Government  had  made  it  a  little  un- 
necessarily hard  for  them. 

Now,  I  want  to  say  to  Senators  that  one  of  the 
most  important  things  in  this  struggle  is  that  this 
Government  keep  exact  faith  with  everybody  with 
whom  it  deals,  and  instead  of  being  in  any  way 
oppressive,  that  it  chould,  so  far  as  it  can,  con- 
sistent with  its  own  safety  in  maintaining  itself, 
have  a  regard  to  the  rights  of  all  classes  of  the 
people.  I  agree  entirely  that  the  wants  of  the 
Government  must  be  first  provided  for.  This 
Government  must  be  maintained,  or  we  and  its 
business  interests  are  all  gone  together.  But  still, 
sir,  if  we  can,  in  maintaining  the  Government, 
we  should  have  a  regard  for  the  business  inter- 
ests of  the  people.  We  have  not  by  any  means 
come  to  that  point  when  we  cannot  regard  them. 
Therefore  I  am  for  following  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  which  has  always  been  followed 
ever  since  the  warehousing  system  was  estab- 
lished, of  exempting  these  goods,  giving  notice 
that  we  will  not  tax  them  in  that  way.  But, 
says  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  the  same  rea- 
sons apply  for  taxing  goods  on  shipboard,  water- 
borne.  Not  exactly,  in  my  judgment.  In  the 
first  place,  we  gave  notice  two  years  ago  that  that 
was  to  be  abandoned  and  changed. 

Mr.  HOWE.     Who  gave  notice .> 

Mr.  CLARK.  Congress.  Here  is  a  new  ele- 
ment. The  goods  have  notonly  been  borne  over 
the  water,  but  landed  on  your  shores;  they  have 
gone  into  your  Government  warehouses;  they 
have  been  bonded  under  the  expectation  thatthey 
would  pay  the  same  duties  that  they  might  have 
paid  when  they  put  them  into  the  warehouses. 
I  submit  that  this  is  a  harder  case  than  the  other 
would  have  been. 

I  submit  to  Senators  whether  it  is  not  better  to 
follow  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  this  matter 
and  exempt  the  bonded  warehouse  goods  if  this 
resolution  would  apply  to  them.  Tlie  House  of 
Representatives  thought  it  would  not;  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  and  the  men  who  are  to 
execute  the  law  say  that  it  will.  It  is  at  any 
rate  ambiguous.  The  Committee  on  Finance  do 
not  mean  to  leave  it  ambiguous.  They  propose 
to  say  that  it  shall  not  apply;  and  then  leave  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  adjust  a  tariff,  if  they 
can,  which  shall  meet  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  convenience  of  the  people. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  1  should  like  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senator  to  one  fact  that  perhaps 
did  not  occur  to  him.  If  this  additional  duty  of 
fifty  percent.be  levied  on  the  goods  in  the  bond- 
ed warehouse,  that  kind  of  goods  in  the  market 
will  advance  that  much  at  once,  and  it  is  no  more 
an  object  for  a  man  to  pay  his  fifty  per  cent.,  be- 
cause the  goods  will  advance  in  the  marketin  the 
same  ratio,  tiian  it  would  to  pay  twenty-five  per 
cent.,  or  any  other  amount  of  duty. 

Mr.  CLARK.     Will  the  Senator  permit  me 


right  there  ?  The  fact  did  not  escape  my  knowl- 
edge or  my  observation. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     You  did  not  allude  to  it. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  did  not  allude  to  it  here,  and 
I  am  obliged  to  the  Senator  for  calling  my  atten- 
tion to  it.  It  may  be  true  that  the  price  of  the 
goods  will  be  generally  advanced  fifty  per  cent.; 
but  a  great  many  of  the  people  who  hold  those 
goods  in  the  warehouse  have  contracted  to  deliver 
them  for  the  rate  at  which  they  are  held,  and  you 
are  going  to  work  injustice  to  that  class. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Whatever  may  be  the  rate 
of  increased  duty  that  objection  will  hold  good. 
If  you  increase  the  duty  thirty-three  per  cent, 
you  compel  the  man  who  made  the  contract  to 
bear  a  loss  of  thirty-three  per  cent,  in  such  a  case. 

Mr.  CLARK.  But  we  do  not  tax  the  goods  in 
bonded  warehouses  at  all.  The  committee  pro- 
pose to  exempt  them. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  No  matter  whether  they  are 
in  bonded  warehouse  or  not,  if  the  party  has 
contracted  to  deliver  them  at  a  certain  price  you 
injure  him  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  CLARK.  But  that  contract  was  made 
under  the  policy  of  the  Government  which  was 
adopted  two  years  ago. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  difference  between 
thirty-three  and  fifty  percent,  does  not  affect  the 
case  at  all. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Not  so  far  as  the  bonded  ware- 
house goods  are  concerned,  because  we  propose 
to  exempt  them  entirely  from  this  additional  duty . 
I  was  not  arguing  that  point  upon  the  bonded 
warehouse  goods. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  wish  to  reply  to  one  or  two 
remarks  made  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. As  a  matter  of  justice  we  know  that  the 
ordinary  effect  of  levying  a  duty  on  an  article  is 
to  increase  the  price  of  that -article  corresponding 
to  the  duty.  The  question  is,  shall  the  importer 
get  the  benefit  of  the  increased  price,  or  shall  the 
Governmentget  the  benefit  of  this  increased  price.' 
That  is  just  the  case.  I  say  the  Government 
ought  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  increased  price,  be- 
cause the  increased  price  is  added  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Senator  from  New~ Hampshire — I  do  not 
think  exactly  fairly  and  squarely — lias  made  an- 
other difficulty.  He  says,  suppose  the  party  has 
contracted  to  sell  these  goods  at  the  old  price. 
That  argument  would  apply  to  any  tariff  law.  It 
would  apply  especially  to  goods  on  shipboard; 
it  would  apply  to  goods  to  be  imported  in  the 
future;  it  would  apply  to  all  classes  of  contracts; 
and  it  would  preventyouatany  time  from  chang- 
ing your  tariff  laws;  because  contracts  are  made 
sometimes  considerably  in  advance  of  the  time  of 
delivery;  and  the  argument  of  the  Senator  would 
apply  just  as  well  to  any  tariff  law  that  could  be 
brought  forward.  But  there  is  a  way  of  avoiding 
the  difficulty;  and  the  Senator  is  aware  of  it,  I 
know.  It  would  be  very  easy  to  insert  in  this 
measure  the  usual  clause,  that  where  goods  are 
sold  to  be  delivered  in  the  future  and  an  additional 
duty  is  put  upon  them,  the  purchaser  shall  pay 
the  additional  duty.  That  clause  was  put  in  the 
last  tariff  law,  if  I  remember  correctly,  and  it 
ought  to  be  put  in  any 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  was  never  put  in  any 
tariff  law.  It  was  inserted  in  the  internal  revenue 
law. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  was  put  into  the  internal 
revenue  law.  The  same  principle  applies  here; 
that  is,  as  the  additional  duty  adds  to  the  value 
of  the  article,  the  purchaser  should  pay  that  ad- 
ditional duty.  I  think  it  is  well  enough  to  insert 
a  provision  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  was  arguing  on  the  resolution 
as  it  stands.  The  Senator  knows  very  well  that 
there  is  no  such  proposition  in  this  resolution. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  is  very  easy  to  offer  that 
as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Very  true;  but  that  would  carry 
it  back  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where 
the  Senator  does  not  want  it  to  go. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  1  say  there  are  public  rea- 
sons which  seem  to  mc  sufficient  why  we  should 
pass  this  measure  in  the  very  words  in  which  it 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  in  order  to  get 
revenue.  This  is  not  a  matter  of  small  moment. 
The  duties  now  being  collected  at  the  port  of  New 
York  amount  to  some  where  from  three  to  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  aday.  The  addition  made 
by  this  House  resolution  would  be  equivalent  to 


$150,000 a  day  in  gold.  I  think  the  levying  of  this 
additionaltax  will  notoperate  unjustly  to  anyclass; 
but  if  it  does,  it  will  be  very  easy  for  us  to  pro- 
vide for  those  classes  in  some  other  bill.  But 
I  think  delay  ought  to  be  avoided.  We  know 
that  these  goods  are  being  withdrawn  every  day 
and  very  rapidly  from  the  bonded  warehouses. 
They  are  arriving  every  day  and  the  duties  are 
being  paid.  One  of  the  objects  of  the  passage  of 
this  joint  resolution  speedily  and  quickly  was  to 
reach  this  large  amount  of  goods  and  to  levy  this 
increased  duty  upon  them. 

The  Senator  says  that  this  operates  very  un- 
justly to  the  importer.  The  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan has  answered  that  sufficiently  by  stating  that 
the  importer  has  the  right,  if  he  chooses,  to  re- 
export the  goods.  These  bonded  warehouses  are 
not  for  the  convenience  of  the  Government,  It 
is  not  a  privilege  of  the  Government  to  have  these 
goods  stored  in  a  bonded  warehouse.  It  is  the 
privilege  of  the  importer,  intended  for  his  benefit, 
intended  to  encourage  trade,  to  give  him  one 
year's  time  within  which  to  sell  his  goods.  He 
can  avail  himself  of  that  one  year's  time  just  as 
well  under  this  proposed  increase  as  under  the  old 
tariff.  If  the  rise  in  the  goods  is  not  immediate 
he  can  leave  them  there  until  the  rise  caused  by 
this  increased  rate  of  taxation  is  complete;  or  if 
he  finds  that  the  goods  will  not  bear  the  increased 
rate  of  taxation  he  may  reexport  them,  and  all  he 
would  lose  would  be  the  cost  of  freight  from  this 
country  back  to  the  place  of  importation,  which 
now,  as  we  all  know  from  the  newspapers,  is  very 
small,  indeed.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  not  to' 
forego  this  opportunity  to  raise  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  without  doing  any  great  injustice 
to  anybody.  1  think  all  tax  laws  in  their  opera- 
tion and  effect  work  some  greater  qr  less  ine- 
qualities or  injustice. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
propose  to  say  anything  in  relation  to  the  differ- 
ence between  an  increase  of  the  tariff  fifty  per 
cent,  or  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent.,  unless 
it  may  be  this:  that  there  should  be  some  care 
taken,  especially  after  the  contract  we  have  made 
with  our  creditors  to  pay  them  their  interest  on 
the  money  we  have  borrowed  of  them  in  gold, 
that  we  do  not  lay  such  duties  upon  importations 
as  will  cut  off  the  importations.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  multiply  words  about  that.  I  cannot  illus- 
trate it  better  than  by  the  old  saying  that  that  is 
just  killing  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  egg; 
and  it  is  the  only  goose  we  have  that  does  lay  it, 
[laughter,]  and  that  golden  egg  we  have  pledged. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Will  the  Senator  in  that 
connection  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question,  as  I 
do  not  wish  to  go  into  a  discussion? 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Certainly. 
.  Mr.  SHERMAN.  Would  it  not  be  better  for 
this  country  now  to  sell  a  sufficient  amount  of 
our  bonds  in  the  markets  abroad  to  raise  gold 
to  pay  our  interest,  and  stop  importations  tem- 
porarily? Would  that  be  an)'  great  calamity 
during  a  time  of  war? 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  do  not  know  how  pro- 
lific the  gentleman  may  be  in  his  devices  of  finance, 
nor  where  he  gets  them  from;  but  I  thougiit  it 
was  understood  that  we  were  going  to  get  along 
in  this  war  independent  of  the  world  if  we  could. 
We  have  not  begged  any  money  of  them  yet. 
They  told  us  pretty  early  that  they  would  not  lend 
us  any,  and  we  have  done  ourselves  the  honor 
of  saying,  "We  never  asked  you,  and  it  will  be 
time  enough  for  you  to  reply  when  we  do  ask 
you."  I  hope  we  shall  never  be  constrained  to 
go  to  them  to  beg  for  money  any  way.  So  much 
in  answer  to  the  gentleman's  question.  Now  I 
return  to  the  subject. 

I  merely  say  that  caution  should  be  used,  as  I 
think,  in  a  measure  of  this  kind,  for  the  reason 
I  have  stated,  so  as  not  to  shut  out  foreign  im- 
portations. 1  feel  the  weight  of  the  plighted  faith 
of  this  nation  to  pay  that  gold;  I  hope  it  will 
be  redeemed,  and  I  do  not  want  to  cut  off  the 
means  of  doing  it.  Sdll,  1  am  not  very  particular 
on  that  point  now,  because  this  is  but  a  temporary 
measure,  and  I  think  would  not  be  very  important 
in  that  regard. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  what  is  the  occasion  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  sending  us  this  measure 
at  this  time?  It  is  this:  that  House  have  got  al- 
most.perfected,  and  in  such  a  shape  probably  as 
will  secure  its  pas.sage  by  the  Senate,  an  internal 
revenue  bill,  the  main  provisions  of  which  luy 
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taxes  on  products  of  various  kinds,  mostly  man- 
uUictured  |iroducls.  They  are  about  to  put  such 
a  hiw  into  o[)ei-alion,  and  tlicy  cannot  make  a  lariii' 
law  to  apply  to  imported  goods  till  they  complete 
the  law  taxing  the  American  manufactured  goods. 
They  must  be  shaped  to  each  other.  If  you  lay 
a  duty  upon  American  manufactured  woolens  or 
cottons,  tlie  manufacturer  says  at  once,  "  It  is  not 
very  material  to  me  how  large  your  duty  is,  pro- 
vided yoti  lay  a  correspondingduty  upon  the  im- 
ported article;  but  I  cannot  pay  the  tax  on  the 
manufactured  goods  if  when  I  come  to  sell  them 
in  the  market  I  find  that  you  have  let  in  the  for- 
eign supply  at  such  a  duty  that  I  cannot  sell  my 
goods  at  what  they  cost."  Of  course  it  fol- 
lows that  if  you  lay  a  tax  on  American  manufac- 
tured articles  you  must  lay  a  correspondingduty 
on  iyiported  articles  of  that  character;  and  in  order 
to  say  what  that  duty  shall  be  upon  a  foreign  ar- 
ticle, you  must  in  the  first  place  say  how  much 
you  will  lay  on  the  American  article.  When  you 
fix  your  internal  duty,  you  shape  your  tariff  to 
it;  you  cannot  make  them  simultaneously  or  con- 
temporaneously; you  must  first  establish  the  one 
to  which  you  adapt  the  other.  In  the  nature  of 
things  they  are  dependent  on  each  other  for  any 
success.  If  the  American  manufactured  article, 
whether  an  article  of  woolens  or  cottons,  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind,  is  permitted  to  go  into  the 
market  without  any  tax  on  it,  the  foreign  arti- 
cle, if  you  lay  a  heavy  duty  on  it,  will  not  come 
here  at  all. 

I  merely  make  these  remarks  to  show  how  it 
•was  that  the  House  of  Representatives  sent  us 
this  temporary  measure.  What  was  the  occasion 
of  it?  It  was  that  they  are  about  to  complete  and 
put  in  operation,  v/e  think  very  soon  nov/,  a  tax 
on  internal  productions,  and  they  want  lime  to 
adapt  the  duties  upon  foreign  goods  to  that.  They 
must  have  time  for  it;  and  they  have  asked  us  for 
this  temporary  increase  of  duty  in  the  mean  time. 
Why.'  If  you  put  into  operation  the  law  that 
they  are  now  forming  and  have  about  finished, 
and  which  I  trust  we  shall  pass  very  soon,  wlien 
there  are  no  increased  duties  laid  on  foreign  im- 
portations, you  almost  utterly  ruin  the  American 
manufacturer  in  these  foity  days  while  they  are 
concocting  and  putting  this  forward  so  as  to  get 
it  into  shape.  In  thirty  or  forty  days  many  of  the 
American  manufacturers  may  be  almost  ruined 
and  shut  up;  therefore  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  sent  us  this  resolution  to  provide  for 
the  intermediate  time. 

I  come  now  to  the  question  of  laying  this  in- 
creased duty  on  the  goods  in  warehouse.  We 
understand  that  if  a  duty  is  laid  on  a  foreign  ar- 
ticle it  not  only  raises  the  price  to  the  consumer 
of  that  article  on  which  the  duty  is  laid,  in  the 
market,  but  it  raises  the  price  of  all  articles  of 
that  kind  on  the  shelves  and  in  the  stores  of  the 
merchants  of  the  city  and  country.  Fof  instance, 
suppose  ten  cents  a  yard  additional  duty  is  now 
laid  upon  a  piece  of  cotton,  or  a  piece  of  woolen 
or  flannel,  the  effect  of  it  is  to  raise  not  merely 
that  flannel  which  comes  in  on  which  duty  is 
paid,  but  immediately  every  man  who  has  flan- 
nels to  sell  all  through  the  cities  puts  on  ten  cents 
a  yard,  and  raises  the  price  of  all  that  kind  of  arti- 
cle in  the  market.  But  that  is  not  all;  it  raises 
liie  price  precisely  the  same  upon  every  Ameri- 
C(ui  manufactured  piece  of  flannel.  Inasmuch  as 
the  foreign  article  competing  with  his  all  the  time 
i^  made  to  pay  an  additional  duty  often  cents  on 
tiiat  quulily  of  flannel  a  yard,  the  manufacturer 
here  puts  on  the  American  iiianufactured  flannel 
•>f  that  quality  an  increased  jirice  of  ten  cents  a 
yard.  That  is  a  matter  of  course;  the  trade  all 
understand  that  well  e/iongli;  and  I  do  not  know 
iiut  ihat  they  are  wiser  in  their  generation  than 
Vhe  children  of  light  here.  Who  pays  that  addi- 
tional price.'  The  consumers,  the  purchasers.  I 
am  not  now  saying  tliat  they  always  pay  all  of 
it,  because  I  know  of  competition  and  its  effects; 
but  thut  IS  but  a  luere  disturbing  cause  and  at 
times  hardly  appreciable. 

There  is  another  |)uint.  When  we  lay  our 
taxes  on  American  manul'actured  articles,  what 
do  we  do.'  I  ask  geiitlemen  to  think  a  moment. 
Look  over  that  tax  bill;  does  it  contemplate  that 
Uic  increased  taxes  u[)on  the  American  manufac- 
tured articles  are  to  aj)[)ly  to  those  on  hand.'  If 
you  want  to  rai.sL- so  much  tax,  and  think  you  can 
i)o  it  in  good  faith  Ijy  putting  itupiHi  thai  which  is 
ojrundy  made,  wliy  hIkhiIiI   you  not  |miI  it  upon 


that  already  imported,  and  victvtrsa  ?  \'i  you  lay 
your  duty  upon  ihatalready  imported,  should  you 
not  lay  the  corresponding  tax  upon  that  which  is 
manufactured  already.'  It  will  rise  in  the  market. 
We  had  here  a  sister  demand  this  session,  which 
occasioned  very  much  debate  in  the  two  Houses, 
about  a  whisky  tax.  I  do  not  propose  to  repeat 
it,  but  that  was  the  topic.  What  was  the  diffi- 
culty there.'  It  was  proposed  in  laying  a  new 
tax  on  manufactured  whisky,  spirits,  that  you 
should  at  the  same  time  lay  it  upon  spirits  already 
made.  That  was  repudiated  in  both  branches 
after  full  debate,  because  people  had  manufac- 
tured the  article  under  a  different  law  and  on  the 
faith  of  that  law,  and  to  undertake  to  lay  an  in- 
creased tax  on  the  article  on  hand  would  lay  the 
foundation  for  taxing  all  other  sorts  of  property 
a"fler  it  had  been  manufactured  and  was  on  hand. 
If  that  is  so,  why  should  you  undertake  to  tax 
the  goods  that  have  been  brought  in  under  the 
existing  law,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue, 
when  you  thereby  raise  the  price  of  those  goods 
and  of  all  the  other  goods  in  the  market  of  that 
character  for  your  people  to  pay.'  The  people 
will  pay  more  on  the  other  goods  that  are  raised 
up  and  on  the  American  manufactured  goods; 
they  will  pay  this  tax  that  we  get  here  four  or 
five  times  over. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Four  or  five  times  in  the  ag- 
gregate you  mean,  in  amount. 

Mr.  C'OLLAMER.  I  say  they  will  in.  the  ag- 
gregate. While  you  only  get  your  duties  on  what 
goods  you  have  in  warehouse,  by  this  snatching, 
you  raise  to  the  people,  the  consumers,  that  same 
price  upon  all  the  goods  there  are  in  the  market, 
foreign  and  domestic.  That  is  the  effect  of  it. 
They  pay  on  all  those  goods,  and  you  get  the 
duty  on  this  little  piece  in  warehouse.  I  cannot 
see  the  justice  or  the  shrewd  Yankeeism  of  the 
trade.  Recollect  we  are  trading  with  the  people; 
we  represent  the  people;  and  this  money  is  going 
to  come  out  of  the  people.  No  one  supposes  the 
importer  is  going  to  pay  it  and  lose  it;  and  you 
cannot  possibly  get  it  out  of  him  and  have  him 
put  it  on  the  imported  goods  without  having  the 
same  price  put  on  all  the  othergoods  of  that  kind 
in  the  country.  The  system  we  have  heretofore 
pursued  not  only  in  relation  to  importations,  but 
in  relation  to  our  internal  duties,  our  taxes  on 
our  manufactures,  is  that  we  will  tax  these  goods 
hereafter  manufactured  and  broughlinto  market, 
not  those  on  htvnd;  and  this  is  an  attempt  to  take 
advantage  of  those  men  who  have  imported  some 
goods  and  get  a  tax  upon  those  on  hand,  and: 
oblige  the  people  to  pay  it  on  everything  else  of 
that  kind. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  I  believe  it 
has  been  held  that  the  words  used  in  this  resolu- 
tion would  embrace  goods  in  bond;  but  unless  it 
has  been  judicially  settled  that  such  would  be  the 
meaning  of  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution, -I 
should  doubt  very  much  whether  it  would  cover 
goods  on  hand;  and  I  am  by  no  means  sure  that 
the  H[ouse  of  Representatives  intended  to  embrace 
goods  on  liand.  The  language  of  the  resolution 
is  "  that  fifty  i)er  cent,  of  the  rates  of  duties  and 
imposts  now  imposed  by  law  on  all  goods,  wares, 
merchandise,  and  articles  imported,  shall  be  added 
to  the  present  duliesand  imposts  now  charged  on 
the  importatit)n  of  such  articles."  I  rather  think 
that  the  true  interpretation  of  the  clause,  if  the  ques- 
tion was  an  original  one,  would  be  that  it  could 
apply  only  to  articles  hereafter  imported.  But  if 
it  should  be  construed  as  applicable  to  all  goods 
imported,  then  it  mightfollovv  that  it  would  cover 
all  goods  imported,  no  mailer  where  they  were, 
whether  they  were  in  bonded  warehouses  or  in  the 
stores  of  the  merchants  ready  for  sale.  1  believe 
it  has  been  held  that  goods  are  not  considered  as 
imported  until  the  duties  are  paid,  and  that  ex- 
eculiiig  a  bond  for  the  imyment  of  duties  is  not 
considered  as  a  payment  of  duties  so  as  to  make 
the  goods  "imported  goods"  within  the  meaning 
of  such  a  clause.  Supposing  that  to  be  the  correct 
inler|)reiali()n,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  all-important 
to  Ihegood  name  of  the  country,  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  its  faith,  that  gooda  on  hand  anywhere 
should  not  be  taxed. 

The  honorable  member  from  Michigan  is  under 
the  impression  that  wlien  goods  are  bonded,  liie 
contract  between  the  Government  and  the  im- 
[lorter  is  that  the  ini[)orter  will  pay  whatever  du- 
ties thi.'Goviniuncnl  miposesorshallhave  im])i)sed 
at  the  time  lie  tak<.s  thouoods  out  for  sale.     The 


honorable  member  is  under  a  misapprehension. 
That  is  not  the  contract  and  it  could  not  well  be 
the  contract.  The  form  of  the  bond  is  given  by 
the  act  which  authorizes  the  bonding  of  goods, 
and  clearly  excludes  the  importer  from  any  obli- 
gation to  pay  more  than  the  rate  of  duty  to  which 
the  goods  are  liable  at  the  time  they  are  bonded. 
The  language  of  the  bond  is — 

"  VVliereas  llie  following  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise"— 

And  then  they  are  described — 
"imported  into  Uie  district  of" ,  &c.,  "are  now  in- 
tended to  be  exported  and  conveyed,"  &c.,  "  to  the  district 

of ,  and  whereas  the  duties  that  would  have  become 

due  on  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  had  the 
same  been  unladen,  would  have  amounted  to  the  aforesaid 
sum  of : 

"  Now,  tlierefore,  the  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such 

that  if  the  above   bouiiden shall  and  do  witliin  six 

months  from  the  date  liereof  produce  to  the  collector  of 
this  district  the  certificates  required  by  law  that  the  said 
enumerated  packages,"  &.c.,  "  have  been  duly  entered  and 

delivered  at  tiie  aforesaid  district  of or  any  other  port 

or  district  of  the  United  States,  then  the  above  obligation 
to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  vir- 
tue." 

So  that  the  true  meaning  of  the  bond  is  that  the 
party  becomes  responsible  only,  if  he  takes  his 
goods  out,  for  the  amount  of  the  duty  existing  at 
the  time;  and  if  he  does  not  take  them  out  but  ex- 
ports them  at  the  port  where  they  are  laden  to  some 
other  port,  he  gels  clear  of  that  specific  amount; 
and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  obvious,  looking  to  the 
form  of  the  bond,  that  there  is  a  contract  between 
the  importer  and  the  Government  that  the  im- 
porter is  to  be  responsible  only  if  he  takes  his 
goods  out  of  bond  for  the  amount  of  duty  imposed 
at  the  time  they  go  into  bond,  and  that  he  is  only 
discharged,  if  he  does  not  take  them  out  of  bond 
but  exports  them,  from  the  obligation  to  pay  that 
amount  of  duly  and  no  other. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  of  course  all-import- 
ant that  we  should  raise  the  money  to  carry  us 
through  this  war,  and  through  the  difficulties 
which  the  war  has  created;  but  it  is  equally  im- 
portant that  we  should  keep  good  faith;  and  if 
the  GoverniTient  by  its  legislation  as  it  now  ex- 
ists has  entered  into  a  contract  between  itself  and 
the  importer,  that  the  importer  is  only  to  be  liable 
for  a  certain  specific  amount  of  duty  upon  the 
goods  already  in  the  counti-y,  though  in  bond, 
then  it  is  of  course  vital  to  the  good  faith  of  the 
Government  that  that  contract  should  not  be 
abused.  And  1  believe  1  am  right  in  saying  that 
a  tax  law  like  this  never  was  before  passed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates.  On  the  contrary, 
until. the  passage  of  the  act  of  1862,  to  which  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  referred, 
goods  on  shipboard  on  their  transilfrom  theplace 
of  purchase  to  the  United  Stales  were  always 
excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  additional 
tariff;  and  in  the  actio  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber adverted,  and  which  he  supposes  changed, 
and  in  some  respects  jjerhaps  it  did  change,  the 
anterior  policy  of  the  Government,  it  will  bo 
seen — I  speak  from  recollection,  and  he  will  cor- 
rect me  if  I  am  wrong — that  it  was  not  to  go  into 
operation  until  some  sixty  or  ninety  days  after 
the  introduction  of  the  bill;  that  is  to  say,  it  wan 
only  to  apply  to  goods  imported  into  the  countiy 
some  twenty  or  thirty  or  sixty  days  after  the 
passage  of  that  act,  or  on  some  specific  day;  1 
forget  |iarlicularly. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  act  itself  was  not  ic 
go  inlo  o|)eration  for  some  thirty  or  forty  dayn. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  is  it.  Now,  although 
in  one  resjiect  that  act  might  operate  upon  good.* 
on  their  transit,  because  they  might  not  get  hero 
by  the  period  when  the  act  was  to  go  into  opef' 
alion,  and  in  that  respect  change  the  antecedent 
policy  of  the  country,  yet  a  lurge  portion  of  the 
goods  which  were  tlien  on  their  way  and  con- 
tracted for  by  the  merchant  abroad  reached  the 
United  States  before  the  day  when  the  act  was  to 
go  into  operation,  and  of  course  were  liable  only 
for  the  duties  existing  antecedently  to  the  oper- 
ation of  the  act. 

Mr.  President,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
individually,  besides  the  amount  which  they  are 
to  pay  indirectly  by  these  imports,  will  be  called 
upon  to  pay,  and  they  are  now  being  culled  upon 
to  pay,  very  heavy  taxes,  not  only  taxes  imposed 
by  the  Goverrjmenl  of  the  United  Slates,  but  taxes 
imposed  by  the  States.  Tlie  indirect  ell'ecl of  the 
war  already,  the  enlargcmeni  of  the  currency,  the 
large  atnount  of  currency  issued  by  the  Govern- 
ment made  to  be  ii  legal  tender  by  Congress — 
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whetfipr  constitutionally  or  not  is  immaterial,  it 
is  acted  upon  as  such — has  been  to  swell  the  price 
of  almost  everything  enormously.  Goods  that 
you  got  formerly  for  fifty  cents  you  cannot  now 
obtain  for  fl  50;  and  those  who  have  fixed  in- 
comes are  hardly  able  to  live.  If  we  did  not 
know  ourselves  that  that  is  the  effect  of  these  en- 
.  hanced  prices,  the  applications  that  liave  been 
made  to  Congress  daily  since  we  have  been  in 
seesion  tell  us  that  those  who  have  heretofore  had 
an  abundance  in  their  salaries  to  support  them- 
selves and  their  families  are  hardly  able  now  to 
support  them  at  all. 

Then  if,  as  the  honorable  membei-  from  Ohio 
supposes,  the  tax  is  always  added  to  the  price  of 
the  article,  the  consumers  will  have  to  pay  just  so 
much  more  than  they  are  now  paying  as  the  in- 
creased duty  exceeds  the  existing  duty,  besides 
the  profit  upon  it.  But  there  is  a  class  of  persons 
who  will  be  very  materially  benefited  by  such  a 
provision  as  this  joint  resolution  contains.  It  in- 
creases only  the  duties  upon  imports  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  existingamountof  duties.  The  effect 
of  that  is,  if  the  honorable  member  is  right,  and 
to  a  certain  extent  he  is  right,  and'  perhaps  in 
point  of  fact  will  be  found  to  be  right  altogether, 
in  relation  to  theefTect  of  this  act  upon  operations 
in  the  present  system  of  the  country — if  the  hon- 
orable member  is  right  in  saying  that  the  addi- 
tional tax  will  be  added  to  the  article,  and  will 
increase  the  price  of  the  article  not  only  by  that 
amount  but  by  the  profit  which  the  importer  will 
put  upon  the  additional  duty,  the  effect  will  be,  as 
the  honorable  member  from  Vermont  has  stated, 
to  raise  correspondingly  the  price  of  all  articles 
manufactured  in  the  United  States,  arid  the  man- 
ufacturers in  New  England  will  be  getting  for 
their  cotton  goods, getting  for  theirwoolen  goods, 
upon  which  they  are  now  receiving  a  most  enor- 
mous profit,  just  the  additional  profit  of  this  duty, 
because  the  unavoidable  effect  of  the  law  will  be 
to  increase  in  their  hands  the  value  of  their  man- 
ufactured goods,  and  enable  them  to  sell  them  to 
the  consumer  for  just  so  much  more  than  they 
would  be  able  to  sell  them  for  now  if  the  imported 
article  was  subjected  only  to  the  existing  duty. 

There  are  a  great  many  things  that  cannot  be 
exported.  The  honorable  member  from  Michi- 
gan says  that  this  resolution  isacceptable  to  him, 
because  it  will  drive  the  goods  already  imported 
out  of  the  market.  Then  we  get  no  duty,  and 
that  does  not  profess  to  be  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  the  honorable  member  frotw  Ohio 
says  that  the  object  is  to  get  money.  There  are 
a  great  many  articles  imported  into  the  United 
Stales  that  cannot  well  be  exported.  There  are 
many  heavy  articles  which  will  not  bear  expor- 
tation; they  are  bonded  merely  for  a  place  of  safe- 
keeping, and  for  the  purpose  of  sending  them  to 
some  other  port  of  the  United  States,  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  sending  them  out  of  the  United 
States;  they  will  not  bear  the  additional  expense 
of  transportation,  and  the  men  who  imported 
them,  who  have  contracted  with  the  Government 
to  pay  the  Government  a  certain  amount  if  per- 
mitted to  bring  the  articles  in,  are  told  after  they 
have  brought  them  in,  "  We  mean  to  charge  you 
much  more."  The  principle  of  bad  faith,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  would  not  be  stronger,  although 
practically  it  would  be  more  mischievous,  if  the 
Government  took  the  entire  goods. 

But  is  it  so  true  that  wo  want  the  money  which 
this  will  give — the  gold  ?  I  thought  that  we  had 
more  than  we  knew  v/hat  to  do  with.  My  friend 
from  Ohio  the  othcrday  stated  in  support  of  what 
was  called  the  gold  bill,  that  by  July  we  should 
have  $40,000,000  of  gold,  when  we  should  have 
to  pay  only  some  twenty  odd  millions;  and  he 
urged  upon  the  Senate,  and  the  Senate  adopted 
the  measure,  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  sell  the  surplus  gold,  assuming,  of 
course,  that  the  laws  as  they  are,  without  any  in- 
crease of  duties,  would  give  us  an  abundance  of 
gold  to  meet  all  the  exigencies  so  far  as  they  are 
to  be  met  by  payments  iti  gold;  and  the  Secre- 
tary has  gone  into  the  market,  or  is  said  to  have 
gone  into  the  market  and  to  have  sold  some  eight 
or  ten  million  dollars  of  gold,  and  to  have  sold 
exchange  to  the  amount  of  some  four  or  five  mil- 
lions more,  the  eftecl  of  which  was  to  produce  a 
temporary  depreciation  in  the  stock  market  and 
in  the  [)rice  of  gold,  but  only  temporary, us  some 
of  us  said  would  only  be  the  l(1'(-c,i  of  the  bill 
under  any  circumslanccs.    Gold  went  up  the  next 


day,  and  stocks  went  up  along  with  it.  So  far, 
therefore,  as  the  public  debt  is  concerned,  and  the 
obligation  of  the  United  States  t9  pay  the  public 
debt,  principal  and  interest,  in  gold,  the  existing 
tariff  is  abundantly  sufficient. 

But  there  is  another  reason  why  in  my  judg- 
ment it  would  not  be  creditable  in  Congress  to 
pass  a  bill  of  this  description.  The  Senate  are 
not  to  blame;  but  Congress  has  been  in  session 
now  five  months,  and  here  at  the  end  of  the  five 
months,  instead  of  producing  a  tariff  bill  ad- 
justed so  as  to  meet  all  the  necessities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  at  the  same  time  protect  the  interest 
of  the  public,  we  are  presented  with  this  tempo- 
rary measure.  Now  suppose  it  should  turn  out, 
and  the  honorable  member  from  Maine  thinks  it 
will  turn  out,  and  he  speaks  for  his  committee, 
that  the  increased  duties  which  are  to  be  imposed 
by  the  tariff  bill  now  being  prepared  will  not  be 
fifty  per  cent,  upon  the  existing  rates  of  duty, 
how  shall  we  stand  then.''  He  who  has  imported 
his  goods  under  the  existing  law  and  has  them 
now  in  the  bonded  warehouse,  is  made  to  pay 
fifty  per  cent,  increase  upon  those  duties.  He 
who  imports  his  goods  after  the  contemplated 
tariff  bill  shall  go  into  operation,  pays  only 
thirty  per  cent.  Is  there  anything  like  justice  in 
that.''  The  one  acting  upon  the  assumption  that 
the  Government  would  preserve  its  good  faith  has 
brought  into  the  country  his  goods,  and  you 
mulct  him  in  an  additional  duty  of  fifty  percent. 
The  other,  unwilling  to  trust  the  Government  and 
not  able  to  import,  waits  until  you  adjust  your 
tariff,  and  then  he  finds  that  he  can  bring  his 
goods  into  the  market  at  twenty  or  thirty  per 
cent,  less  than  the  im[)orter  who  has  already 
brought  his  goods  into  the  market,  and  his  profit 
will  be  proportionably  great. 

It  is  true  that  it  is  all-important  that  we  should 
have  money;  but  it  is  just  as  important,  and,  in- 
deed, more  important,  that  we  should  preserve 
our  good  faith  and  do  justice  as  between  ourselves 
and  the  individual  importer.  But,  Mr.  President, 
it  is  not  so  much  by  regard  for  the  protection  of 
the  individual  importer  that  I  shall  be  governed 
in  the  vote  against  this  joint  resolution  as  by  a 
regard  for  the  protection  of  the  consumer.  1  for- 
get the  articles  included  in  the  present  tariff  act, 
but  it  is  clear  that  the  resolution  on  your  table 
will  not  interfere  with  the  free  list  articles  in  the 
present  tariff.  There  are  a  great  many  goods 
upon  which  duties  are  imposed  by  the  existing 
tariff  which  the  country  needs  and  which  the 
country  can  only  get  profitably  at  this  time  from 
abroad,  and  therefore  every  dollar  that  you  in- 
crease these  duties,  as  the  consumer  has  to  pay  the 
increase,  is  so  much  added  to  the  burdens  which 
the  Government  are  now  obliged  to  impose  in  an- 
other mode  of  taxation  upon  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  I  do  notknow  that 
I  understood  the  proposition  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maryland  started  with;  but^if  I  did, 
I  should  like  to  know  so  certainly.  I  understood 
him  to  state,  as  a  legal  proposition  substantially, 
that  the  goods  imported  and  the  duties  on  which 
were  paid  by  bond  were  not  considered  as  im- 
ported until  the  bond  was  paid. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  said  I  had  understood  so, 
but  my  owii  impression  was  rather  the  other  way. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  pretend  to  have  much 
knowledge  on  this  subject,  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  honorable  Senator  is  mistaken,  entirely 
mistaken,  and  I  would  venture  that,  even  though 
he  were  to  meet  me  with  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  U+iited  States  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  Senator  misunderstands 
me.  I  did  not  say  that  that  was  the  correct  inter- 
pretation of  the  act.  1  said,  on  the  contrary,  that 
unless  it  had  been  judicially  determined  that  such 
was  the  correct  interpretation  of  the  act,  I  should 
have  held  that  it  was  not,  and  that  the  goods  were 
to  be  considered  as  imported  when  the  bond  was 
given. 

Mr.  FIALE.  O'  course.  It  is  not  many  years 
since  the  whole  duties  were  paid  by  bond. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HALE.  And  it  would  have  occasioned 
infinite  embarrassment,  and  would  have  been  an 
obstruction  to  all  the  mercantile  business  of  the 
country,  if  the  taking  of  the  bond  was  not  consid-: 
ered  as  a  payment  of  tirc  duties. 

Mr.  SHEllMAN.  I  will  inform  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  that  I  understand,  though 


I  do  not  know  much  about  the  decisions,  that  it 
is  settled  as  a  rule  that  an  importation  is  not  com- 
plete until  the  duties  are  paid.  Giving  a  bond  is 
not  held  by  the  officers  of  the  revenue  depart- 
ment as  completing  the  importation.  It  is  a  mere 
question  of  construction ;  but  I  can  state  that  that 
construction  is  aided  by  the  fact  that  in  previous 
tariff  laws,  where  the  same  language  is  used,  there 
is  also  a  reservation  in  favor  of  goods  on  the  way 
or  in  bonded  warehouse,  so  as  to  show  that  in  for- 
mer acts  that  construction  lias  been  put. 

Mr.  HALE.  Goods  on  the  way  or  goods  in 
bonded  warehouse  may  be  considered  as  an  ex- 
ception; but  if  they  be,  it  seems  to  be  so  made 
bylaw.  But,  Mr.  President,  it  is  not,  I  think, 
twenty  years,  it  certainly  is  not  thirty,  since  the 
whole  duties  were  paid  by  bond,  and  there  was 
no  such  thing  as  cash  duties  exacted,  and  the 
bonds  were  universally  received  at  all  the  custom- 
houses, by  law,  as  a  payment  of  the  duties.  In 
regard  to  goods  in  bonded  warehouses,  my  own 
impression  is — of  course  I  speak  with  great  diffi- 
dence and  deference  on  this  subject — that  this  res- 
olution is  well  enough,  and  that  it  does  not  apply 
in  its  provisions  to  goods  that  are  now  in  bond, 
for  the  increased  duty  is  imposed  only  on  goods 
that  are  imported;  and  not  being  retroactive  in 
its  terms  it  must  be  prospective,  and  must  mean 
goods  hereafter  imported.  I  shall,  with  that  un- 
derstanding of  the  law,  and  it  strikes  me  it  is  the 
plain  one,  go  for  the  bill  just  exactly  as  it  came 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  without  the 
alteration  or  addition  of  a  single  letter;  and  I  do 
it  for  one  reason.  It  is  one  of  two  measures  that 
have  been  proposed  to  Congress  (one  of  which 
Congress  have  adopted,  and  1  hope  they  will  this) 
that  look  to  me  as  if  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  began  really  to  understand  the  condition 
and  situation  of  their  country.  We  have  been 
spending,  God  only  knows  how  much,  and  we 
have  been  collecting  comparatively  nothing.  Pass 
this  resolution,  and  it  will  be  an  announcement 
to  the  country  that  Congress  begin  to  understarid 
that  they  must  do  something  else  besides  borrow 
money. 

There  is  another  fact.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Maryland  said  that  Congress  never  passed 
such  an  act  as  this  befor.e.  Of  course  they  never 
did,  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  were 
never  in  such  a  situation  before,  and  the  country 
never  was  in  such  a  situation  before;  and  the  fact 
that  we  are  in  a  condition  so  diverse  from  any- 
thing that  has  ever  occurred  in  the  history  of  our 
experience  in  the  past  should  be  an  admonition 
to  us  that  some  measure  of  legislation  equally 
new  is  required. 

The  condition  of  the  country  is  singular  in  an- 
other respect.  I  venture  to  say  it  is  an  anomaly 
in  the  history  of  the  world.  What  do  the  people 
of  the  United  States  ask  of  this  Congress?  To 
take  off  taxes.'  No,  sir,  they  ask  you  to  put  them 
on.  The  universal  cry  of  this  people  is  to  be 
taxed,  and  not  to  be  borrowing  money  contin- 
ually. If  this  war  must  be  prosecuted,  they  want 
an  energetic  financial  system  that  shall  take  the 
money  of  the  people  instead  of  their  credit  to  sad- 
dle on  posterity  a  debt  to  meet  the  emergencies 
of  the  hour;  and  for  that  reason  I  am  in  favor  of 
this  measure.  I  am  in  favorof  it  because  it  looks 
as  if  we  are  in  earnest.  It  looks  as  if  v/e  began 
to  understand  ourselves. 

The  objections  that  have  been  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  as  to  the  effect  it  will  have 
on  goods  thatarealready  imported  and  goods  that 
are  on  the  way,  are  objections  which  apply  to 
every  measure  that  increases  or  diminishes  the 
tariff.  It  cannot  be  made  to  operate  exactly  square 
and  fair  and  level  and  imiform  on  the  whole  coun- 
try. There  will  be  favored  individuals  who,  by 
the  peculiarity  of  their  own  condition  now^,  or  by 
more  sagacity  and  foresight  than  belongs  to  the 
generality  of  men,  having  collected  in  their  store- 
houses goods  under  the  exi.sting  tariff,  anticipa- 
ting something  of  this  kind,  will  profit  by  it  no 
doubt.  The  legislation  which  we  enact  will  not 
inure  entirely  to  the  benefit  of  the  country,  but 
will  in  some  degree  inure  to  the  benefit  of  indi- 
viduals thus  constituted.  That  is  no  objection  to 
the  measure,  in  my  humble  judgment;  because  it 
applies  to  all  alterations  of  the  tariff,  and  always 
will  and  always  must  in  the  nature  of  things. 

I  said,  sir,  that  this  was  one  of  two  niiasures 
which  satisfied  me  that  Congress  began  to  under- 
stand the  real  condition  of  this  country.     Now  I 
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will  tell  you  wliat  the  other  is.  Tlie  other  is  the 
measure  which  was  introduced  I  think  by  the  Sen- 
ator tVoiu  Illinois,  [Mr.  Trumbull,]  and  which 
has  passed  the  Senate,  projiosing  a  radical  alter- 
ation of  our  fundamontal  law  so  as  to  abolish  sla- 
very. That  was  putting  ourselves  in  a  moral 
condition  to  nieut  the  exigencies  of  the  present 
hour;  and  what  that  was  in  the  morals  and  poli- 
tics of  the  naiioii,  measures  like  this,  in  my  hum- 
ble judgment,  are  in  the  finance  of  the  nation. 
Now,  sir,  let  us  adopt  it.  It  is  not  perfect,  I  know. 
It  will  o|)eratc  unequally,  I  know,  and  so  will  all 
human  legislation.  Buttheend.in  my  judgment, 
will  be  salutary,  will  be  what  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives wants,  what  the  Senate,  I  think,  wants, 
what  the  country  wants.  Besides,  it  is  temporary, 
and  we  shall  soon  have  a  permanent  tariff  bill  be- 
fore us.  I  hope  that  we  and  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives will  take  counsel  from  what  I  think 
there  is  no  mistake  in  supposing  is  the  public  sen- 
timent of  this  country,  and  that  is  that  we  are  in 
a  gigantic  struggle  for  life  or  death;  we  have  got 
some  chronic  diseases  upon  us  that  I  will  not 
enumerate  now;  but  the  great  remedy,  if  we  mean 
to  fight  this  battle,  if  we  mean  to  save  this  land, 
to  save  this  Government,  and  to  hand  this  inher- 
itance down  to  our  posterity,  is  for  us  to  meet  it 
like,  men,  and  meet  it  by  the  imposition  of  just 
such  burdens  as  are  necessary  to  sustain  the  gi- 
gantic struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged.  I  hope 
we  shall  do  that,  nothing  more  and  nothing  less. 
The  measure  that  is  now  proposed,  to  my  mind, 
is  the  very  first  of  a  series  of  financial  measures 
that  will  satisfy  our  constituents  that  we  under- 
stand our  condition  and  are  in  earnest  in  apply- 
ing the  remedy. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  was  astonished,  Mr. 
President,  to  hear  the  assertion  made  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Vermont,  which  was  in- 
dorsed by  the  lionorable  Senatorfrom  Maryland, 
that  this  ]iroposed  increase  of  duties  would  pro- 
portionately increase  the  price  of  all  the  domestic 
products  of  this  country.  I  was  astonished  to 
near  such  a  declaration  from  any  source  on  this 
floor.  Do  not  those  Senators  know  that  very  few 
of  the  products  of  our  looms  come  in  competition 
with  tlie  products  of  foreign  looms?  Are  they 
not  aware  that  we  have  not  imported  cottons, 
like  our  domestic  cottons,  for  more  than  twenty 
years  to  any  considerable  extent.'  Are  they  not 
aware  that  we  have  notimported  prints  for  twenty 
years  to  any  considerable  extent?  Are  they  not 
aware  that  our  flannels  have  not  been  in  com- 
petition with  the  flannels  of  the  world  for  more 
than  twenty  years?  How,  then,  are  we  going  to 
advance  the  price  of  our  domestic  products  by 
this  measure,  when  they  have  not  been  in  com- 
petition with  foreign  products  for  twenty  years? 
I  will  not  characterize  the  proposition  as  I  should 
have  done,  speaking  hastily,  but  I  will  simply  say 
that  it  is  a  fallacy. 

I  say  for  twenty  years  these  articles  have  not 
been  in  competition  with  any  foreign  product. 
The  articles  we  now  import  are  laces,  silks,  fur- 
belows, diamonds,  wines,  and  other  things  that 
we  do  not  manufacture,  products  that  we  do  not 
need,  that  we  should  be  better  off  without.  Our 
ladie.s  might  |jerhu[)s  object  to  taking  off  their  rib- 
bons and  their  luces  and  their  diamonds,  but  1, 
for  my  part,  would  be  glad  if  they  were  compelled 
to  Wear  nothing  but  the  products  of  our  own 
looins  instead  of  thesilksand  laces  and  furbelows 
of  Eui"opo. 

Not  only  do  foreign  articles  not  come  in  com- 
petition with  the  domestic  products  which  I  have 
just  staled,  but  we  export  many  of  our  products. 
We  aro-cven  exporting  clocks  by  the  tliousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  to-day;  and  yet  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  would  have  us  understand  that 
we  shall  raise  ihc  price  of  cloclcs  to  the  same  ex- 
tent that  we  raise  the  duties  on  importations.  It 
will  not  affect  the  price  of  our  domestic  products, 
becau-se  thoy  are  not  in  competition  with  foreign 
articli.'S.  Many  of  our  products  we  are  export- 
ing to-day  to  South  America,  to  the  West  India 
islands,  to  China,  and  India,  and  we  come  into 
competition  with  the  world  in  our  exports  of  those 
very  articles  the  price  of  which  it  is  said  will  be 
increased  in  the  same  ratio  that  wo  increase  the 
duties  on  importations.  The  wiiole  idea  is  a  fal- 
lacy; there  l.s  no  force  in  it. 

The  only  tpie.'jtion  at  issue  was  fairly  stated 
by  the  Sr.tuUor  from  Ohio.  It  is  well  known  to 
every  member  on  thia  floor  that  even  a  proposi- 


tion to  increase  your  duties  raises  the  price  of 
goods.  Let  it  be  understood-  that  you  will  in- 
crease your  duties  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  1st  day 
of  July,  and  it  will  not  be  three  days  before  for- 
eign merchandise  will  advance  very  nearly  to  the 
fifty  per  cent,  which  you  propose  then  to  add  to 
the  duties.  The  question  to  be  decided  by  the 
Senate  is  whether  you  will  put  these  additional 
millions  in  gold  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  or  whether  you  will  put  them  into  the 
pockets  of  foreign  importers.  That  is  the  ques- 
tion you  are  to  decide  by  your  vote  to-day,  and 
it  is  the  only  question.  It  was  fairly  stated  by 
the  Senator  from  Ohio.  Will  you  put  these  mil- 
lions into  your  own  Treasury,  where  you  need 
them,  or  will  you  give  them,  present  them,  donate 
them  to  foreign  importers  who  have  no  interest 
in  your  Government,  and  most  of  whom  have 
no  sympathy  with  your  Government?  Sir,  I 
am  in  favor  of  putting  the  money  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  where  it  belongs,  and 
using  it  for  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  instead 
of  putting  it  into  the  pockets  of  foreign  importers. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  would  thank  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  to  give  their  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  product  in  revenue  of  this 
measure  while  it  may  continue  in  force. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  will  state  to  the  Sena- 
tor that  the  committee  have  made  no  estimate 
whatever,  and  could  not  make  any  estimate,  be- 
cause we  cannot  tell  the  probable  amount  of  im- 
portations; and  we  do  not  know  exactly  the 
amount  of  goods  in  bond  at  the  present  time,  if 
the  measure  is  to  apply  to  them. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  accept  the  soundness  of  the 
propositions  laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont: that  the  increased  duty  upon  foreign  im- 
ported articles  will  add  that  much  to  the  price  of 
those  articles;  and  in  addition  it  will  add  some- 
thing like  the  same  amount  to  the  price  of  domes- 
tic manufactured  articles  that  admit  of  similar 
appropriation,  application,  and  uses  with  the  for- 
eign imported  article.  I  dissent  entirely  from 
the  position  of  tlie  Senator  from  Michigan  that 
the  imposition  of  this  increased  duty  will  have 
no  effect  to  increase  the  price  of  domestic  arti- 
cles, because  the  duty  will  be  laid  upon  such  for- 
eign articles  as  do  not  and  cannot  come  into  com- 
petition with  the  domestic  articles.  A  more  fal- 
lacious proposition  was  never  stated.  How  could 
a  tariff  protect  domestic  industry  if  it  had  not 
substantially  the  effect  wliich  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  negatives?  It  is  because  the  duty  im- 
posed upon  foreign  articles  will  operate  as  an  in- 
crease of  the  price  of  the  foreign  articles  that  it 
enables  the  domestic  manufacturer  to  manufac- 
ture similar  articles,  and  sell  them  in  our  own  mar- 
kets at  the  price  of  the  foreign  articles  increased 
by  the  addition  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  HALE.  With  the  leave  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  I  want  to  state  to  him  that  I  think 
he  mistakes  the  positioriof  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan His  argument,  if  1  understood  him,  and 
1  think  I  did,  was  that  it  would  not  increase  the 
price  of  those  domestic  articles  which  he  named, 
because  they  do  not  come  into  competition  with 
imported  foreign  articles,  and  that  forsome  twenty 
years  or  more  wo- had  been  exporting  those  very 
articles  to  foreign  countries,  and  therefore  their 
price  could  not  be  affected  by  this  increase  of  duty. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  as  modified 
by  the  explanation  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Ilampshire.  Our  own  manufactuiers  and  foreign 
manufacturers  make  cotton  goods.  To  insure 
protection  to  the  domestic  article,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  the  article  which  is  brought  in  l)y  the 
importer  and  the  article  produced  by  the  domes- 
tic manufacturer  should  be  precisely  and  in  all 
respects  of  the  same  character. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Will  the  Senator  yield 
to  me  a  moment?  I  look  the  ground  that  there 
was  nothing  similar  imported;  nothing  would 
come  in  competition  with  the  artisles  1  named; 
and  therefore  their  price  could  not  be  affected  on 
that  account. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  dissent  entirely  from  the  prop- 
osition of  the  Senator  from  Michigan.  I  main- 
tain this  to  be  true,  that  in  the  various  classes  of 
rnanufactured  cotton  goods  in  the  United  States 
there  in  a  competition  with  imported  foreign  arti- 
cles, and  always  will  be  a  competition  until  the 
duty  upon  the  imported  article  is  prohibitory. 


Mr.  CHANDLER.  There  have  not  been  for 
twenty  years  any  importations  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Have  we  imported  no  cottons 
from  abroad  in  twenty  years? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Nothing  but  very  fine 
fabrics  which  we  did  not  manufacture  in  thia 
country. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  understand  that  the  foreign 
article  may  differ  in  its  fineness;  in  its  texture; 
in  the  name  by  which  it  is  known;  and  it  may 
differ  in  the  price;  but  it  may  be  susceptible  of 
the  same  appropriations  and  uses  of  the  domestic 
article. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Well,  I  dissent  from  the  Sena- 
tor on  the  matter  of  fact,  and  we  cannot  debate 
about  that.  So  of  woolens.  I  maintain  that  there 
are  various  woolen  fabrics  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  although  they  may  differ  in  some  re- 
spects from  the  products  of  our  manufactures, 
but  are  still  of  such  a  character  and  admit  of  such 
appropriations  and  uses  that  if  admitted  free  of 
duty  they  would  (?bme  into  serious  competition 
with  our  own  manufactured  articles,  and  would 
put  them  down.  There  is  no  mistake  on  this 
point,  and  there  cannot  be,  because  articles  that 
are  essentially  the  same,  although  in  shades  dif- 
fering, may  be  appropriated  to  the  same  purposes 
and  to  the  same  uses;  and  if  all  of  those  of  for- 
eign manufacture  were  admitted  duty  free  they 
would  undersell  and  would  supersede  wholly  or 
partially  the  domestic  article  whose  places  and 
uses  they  might  be  made  to  assume. 

I  contend,  then,  that  the  position  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Vermont  is  substantially  true, 
that  the  effect  of  imposing  this  duty  upon  im- 
ported articles  will  be  to  increase  to  something 
like  the  extent  of  the  duty  imposed  the  price  of 
similar  domestic  manufactured  articles,  and  to 
give  that  much  more  of  price  either  to  the  man- 
ufacturer or  to  the  present  holder  of  these  man- 
ufactured articles.  Thatsuch  would  be  the  effect 
substantially,  and  to  a  very  material  extent,  I 
have  no  doubt.  Jf  that  be  true,  it  explains-wliy 
the  manufacturers  are  willing  to  accept  this  duty, 
because,  although  its  effect  is  to  increase  the 
price  of  the  imported  article  by  the  amount  of 
the  duty  and  the  profit  upon  the  duty,  it  would 
enable  them  to  increase  the  prices  of  their  own 
manufactured  articles  in  something  like  the  same 
proportion. 

Now,  sir,  suppose  that  the  product  of  this  bill 
shoul(*»be  $10,000,000,  by  way  of  argument  and 
illustration,  upon  foreign  imported  goods.  It 
would  enable  the  domestic  manufacturers  or  the 
holders  of  similar  articles  of  the  same  aggregate 
amount  of  value,  articles  that  might  be  applied  to 
the  same  uses,  to  increase  their  prices  about  the 
same  sum,  which  would  make  their  present  large 
profits  enormous.  The  manufaciuring  constitu- 
ents of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  would 
be  well  paid  for  his  vote  in  favor  of  ihisduty,  be- 
cause it  would  enable  those  constituents  to  im- 
pose that  much  more  of  price  on  their  own  goods; 
but,  as  the  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson] 
has  asked,  who  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  this 
additional  duty  on  the  foreign  article,  and  this  ad- 
ditional price,  without  any  duty  on  the  domestic 
article?  It  will  be  the  consumer, the  people  wtio 
use  them. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  mounts  into 
his  usual  grandiloquent  style  of  declamation,  and 
sings  a  hallelujah  upon  the  present  slate  of  the 
country,  the  improved  feeling,  the  increased  light, 
and  the  juster  appreciation,  both  on  thepartofthe 
people  and  of  Congress,  of  our  great  dangers  and 
difficulties,  and  the  true  remedy.  He  says  that 
we  are  in  great  peril  from  which  we  can  be  saved 
only  by  taxation,  and  that  taxation  is  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  produce  our  deliverance.  He 
says  it  is  a  life  or  death  struggle  with  the  people 
now.  It  is  so  to  some  very  considei-abic  extent 
in  my  State;  and  that  life  and  death  struggle  is, 
whether  one  half  of  the  people  of  Kentucky  have 
the  means,  or  will  by  any  industry  and  economy 
that  they  may  be  enabled  to  practice  ever  be  able 
to  procure  the  means,  to  pay  their  enormous  taxes, 
existing  and  proposed. 

The  honorable  Senator  says  that  another  ques- 
tion is  whether  our  great  inheritance  is  to  be 
handed  down  unimpaired  to  our  posterity.  I  tell 
him  what  is  most  apt  to  be  the  great  inheritance 
which  will  be  handed  down  to  our  nosteriiy;  it 
is  a  mountain  of  debt  which  the  people  will  never 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1927 


be  able  to  pay  off,  and  the  interest  upon  which, 
in  additioti  to  the  expenses  of  the  Government, 
if  it  goes  on  increasing  in  anything  like  the  ratio 
in  which  it  has  increased,  they  will  be  unable  to 
meet.  Most  of  the  people  of  Kentucky  are  pray- 
ing to  be  delivered  and  that  God  may  deliver  them 
from  such  a  rtcii  inheritance  as  that.  They  do 
not  derive  the  same  profits,  and  are  not  enriched 
to  the  same  extent,  by  this  war  and  its  expendi- 
tures, as  the  constituents  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire.  If  they  could  make  money  by  it,  if 
they  could  acquire  more  of  income,  add  more  to 
their  wealth,  increase  their  ability  to  pay  taxes 
and  to  meet  expenditures  by  the  war,  the  same 
motives  that  make  his  constituency  so  friendly  to 
its  continuance,  no  doubt  would  have  some  such 
effect  upon  my  constituency  and  upon  the  West 
generally.  But  instead  of  enriching  them,  filling 
their  coffers,  giving  them  increased  ability  to  pay 
taxes  and  to  indulge  in  expensive  living  and  lux- 
ury, the  question  and  the  effort  with  them  is  to 
get  the  means  to  pay  their  taxes. 

They  therefore  .do  not  consider  the  increased 
amount  of  our  debt  and  the  increased  amount  of 
taxes  necessary  to  pay  that  debt  as  any  blessing 
whatever.  They  regard  it  as  a  burden,  as  a  na- 
tional oppression;  and  the  only  question  with 
them  is  whether  as  a  national  oppression  it  is  not 
unjust  and  wanton,  at  least  whether  to  a  great 
extent  it  might  not  have  been  avoided  by  a  differ- 
ent and  a  wiser  policy;  and  they  are  utterly  op- 
posed to  pursuing  this  headlong  blind  policy  that 
would  shut  the  eyes  of  the  country  and  of  all 
those  who  have  charge  of  the  Government,  or 
would  erect  their  heads  soaring  above  sober 
facts,  fix  their  eyes  upon  the  skies, and  walk  on, 
without  examining  or  seeing  it,  into  an  abyss  of 
national  and  individual  bankruptcy  and  ruin 
from  which  there  is  to  be  no  extrication  and  no 
hope. 

Sir,  I  enter  my  protest  against  the  folly,  as  J 
conceive — I  denounce  it  as  a  folly;  it  is  so  at  any 
rate  according  to  my  judgment — of  expending  the 
last  dollar  and  giving  up  the  last  man  to  this  war. 
I  have  no  such  spirit  as  that.  I  will  never  con- 
sent as  an  individual  or  as  a  Senator  to  sacrifice 
the  people  of  the  country,  their  prosperity,  to 
give  up  their  liberties  and  their  constitutions,  na- 
tional and  State,  and  to  create  a  national  debt  that 
will  crush  them  for  indefinite  ages.  I  never  will 
consent  to  all  these  sacrifices  in  order  to  wage 
this  war  to  any  issue  whatever.  When  I  become 
satisfied  that  these  are  to  be  the  results  of  the 
war,  so  far  as  my  vote  and  my  voice  can  go  the 
war  shall  cease.  If  we  are  to  lose  the  Union,  to 
lose  the  Constitution,  to  lose  our  liberties,  to  be- 
come involved  in  four  or  five  or  six  thousand 
niiliions  of  debt,  and  we  and  our  remote  posterity 
be  the  bondmen  and  slaves  of  the  owners  of  that 
debt;  our  country,  our  freeholds,  our  property 
of  every  description,  the  labor  of  ourselves  and 
our  children's  children,  all  to  be  mortgaged  and 
pledged  to  the  enslavement  of  paying  in  perpe- 
tuity the  interest  upon  this  vast  amount  of  debt, 
that  never  can  be  met  and  discharged,  what  do 
we  make  by  such  an  operation  as  that.'  Why, 
sir,  to  rush  upon  that  condition  of  things  would 
be  madness,  even  though  we  prove  victors  in  the 
war,  and  subjugate  and  enslave  the  rebels,  and 
divide  their  lands  out  among  our  conquering  sol- 
diers, black  and  white. 

New  Hampshire  and  the  manufacturing  States 
may  be  in  such  a  position  that  they  can  meet  all 
this  enormous  taxation  and  look  without  concern 
on  the  debt  that  is  so  vastly  accumulating,  and 
shout  approbation  as  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  so  often  docs;  but,  sir,  the  people 
who  have  to  restrict  their  means  of  living,  who 
Jiave  to  wear  their  clothes  until  they  are  thread- 
bare, who  have  to  deny  to  their  families  the  mod- 
icum of  limited  luxuries,  and  even  those  com- 
forts to  which  they  have  been  accustomed  in 
former  and  happier  years,  and  to  place  themselves 
upon  short  commons  to  pay  their  daily  expenses 
and  to  meet  their  taxes,  think  and  feel  altogether 
differently  in  relation  to  this  whole  subject  from 
that  Senator.  I  am  one  of  ihi^e  people  myself. 
1  regard  myself  now  a.s  taxed  almost  to  my  ut- 
.most  ability  to  pay.  1  have  no  doubt  that  half 
the  people  of  Kentucky  at  this  lime  are  laxed  be- 
yond their  ability  to  meet  all  their  burdens,  na- 
tional and  State,  in  the  form  of  taxation,  besides 
the  current  expenses  of  their  families,  in  the 
fuce  of  such  a  condition  of  things  it  would  be  mad- 


ness, it  would  be  folly  in  the  extreme,  for  them 
or  their  representatives  in  Congress  to  be  shout- 
ing out,  "  Come  on  with  more  taxes,  double  your 
taxes,  tax  us  to  the  last  dollar."  We  desire  no 
such  blessings,  no  such  legacies,  and  we  will 
not  submit  to  their  increase  much  longer,  but  will 
resist  it  by  all  possible  and  legal  means.  I  tell 
gentlemen  that  such  is  the  feeling,  and  the  grow- 
ing feeling  of  the  country,  certainly  in  my  State. 

Our  Government  used  to  be  a  means,  a  great 
means,  of  giving  liberty,  security,  peace,  and 
prosperity  to  the  whole  people.  The  purposes 
of  the  Government  seem  to  be  essentially  changed. 
Now  the  Government  is  everything;  it  has  be- 
come the  end;  and  the  peopIe,|and  all  their  prop- 
erty, labor,  efforts,  and  gains,  at  least  in  tlieWest 
and  Northwest,  are  merely  the  means  by  which  the 
Government  is  to  continue,  its  existence  to  be  per- 
petuated, and  its  powers  progressively  augmented. 
The  people  are  ignored,  and  this  enormous  ma- 
chinery operates  to  protract  this  war  that  it  may 
keep  in  the  field  more  than  half  a  million  of  men 
to  enable  it  to  seize  upon  and  exercise  other  and 
unlimited  powers,  and  to  hold  the  usurpers  in  their 
places.  Its  great  business  and  ends  have  become 
to  levy  taxes  that  even  yet  seem  fabulous  in 
amount,  with  which  to  enrich  its  incumbents, and 
raise  and  support  vast  armies  of  negroes  and  white 
men  to  crush  out  the  liberties  and  spirit  of  the 
people,  and  force  them  to  yield  up  the  entire  mass 
of  tiieir  military  population  and  all  their  resources 
and  substance,  as  they  may  be  needed,  to  fix  upon 
them  a  despotism  so  stupendous  that  it  can  never 
be  thrown  off.  Our  fathers  taught  us  that  the  only 
legitimate  end  of  government  was  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  governed.  Now  those  who  ad- 
minister it  and  their  followers  school  us  that  its 
mission  is  to  increase  and  perpetuate  its  power 
and  hold  them  in  place,  though  the  people  be 
thereby  bankrupted  and  enslaved. 

Sir,  when  a  Government  ceases  to  answer  the 
great  and  true  ends  of  its  organization,  unless  it 
can  be  reformed  it  no  longer  ought  to  continue. 
The  Senator  from  New  Hampsliire  will  concede 
this  general  proposition,  I  have  no  doubt.  He 
may  make  a  question  of  fact  with  me  whether 
our  Government  has  proved  or  is  about  to  prove 
such  a  failure.  It  is  not  so  regarded  with  New 
England  Senators  and  their  States,  but  with  other 
Senators  and  large  masses  of  the  people  things 
are  considered  as  rapidjy  assuming  that  complex- 
ion. 

1  will  say  in  conclusion,  Mr.  President,  that  if 
the  Government  was  to  get  the  advantage  of  the 
rise  of  price  of  every  article  the  price  of  which 
will  be  enhanced  by  the  operation  of  this  meas- 
ure, it  would  be  a  motive  and  probably  a  suffi- 
cient inducement  for  me  to  vote  for  it;  but  when 
the  otfvious  effect  of  the  measure,  in  my  opinion, 
will  be  to  increase  the  price  of  so  many  articles 
upon  which  there  will  be  no  impost  duties,  and 
further  to  impose  that  amount  of  additional  bur- 
den upon  the  people,  the  consumers,  and  to  en- 
rich the  manufacturers  and  the  holders  of  domes- 
tic manufactured  articles,  I  see  no  sufficient  reason 
for  me  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  if, as  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  says,  the  Government  of  this 
country  has  proved  a  failure,  it  has  proved  a  fail- 
ure in  nothing  more  than  this,  that  it  sits  here 
from  day  to  day,  from  week  to  week,  and  month 
to  month,  toallow  itself  with  impunity  to  be  railed 
at  as  it  is  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  1  will 
not  undertake  to  say  nor  to  intimate  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  is  not  as  good  a  Union  man 
as  there  is  in  the  body.  It  is  not  for  me  to  judge 
any  man's  motives,  orto  impugn  any  man's  pur- 
poses. I  will  say,  however,  that  in  all  my  ex- 
perience, and  in  all  history,  I  have  never  found  a 
pure,  unadulterated  patriot  who  did  not  find  some 
other  way  of  manifesting  his  patriotic  devotion  to 
his  country  than  railing  at  every  act  and  every 
effort  which  is  made  forits  own  salvation. 

But  1  did  not  rise  principally  to  speak  to  that, 
but  I  rose  to  repel  an  insinuation  which  the  Sen- 
ator has  made  against  the  constituency  that  I 
represent;  he  has  made  it  before  against  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  that  he  desires  the 
prolongation  of  this  war,  and  that  I  am  singing 
liallelujahs  upon  it,  because  it  is  putting  money 
into  the  pockets  of  my  constituents  and  they  are 
growing  rich  outof  it  and  desire  its  prolongation. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  did  not  make  ilie  charge  as 
broadly  aa  the    Senator  from  New  Hampshire 


states  it.  I  said  this,  though,  that  the  consider- 
ations to  which  he  has  just  adverted  would  ex- 
plain why  he  and  his  constituency  support  the 
measure  under  consideration. 

Mr.  HALE.  Of  course  I  do  not  dispute  any 
man's  word,  and  every  man  knows  what  he  says 
as  well  as  anybody  else  and  perhaps  a  little  bet- 
ter; but  if  the  honorable  Senator  did  not  say  that 
my  constituents  desired  the  prolongation  of  this 
war,  I  am  entirely  mistaken  in  what  I  think  I 
heard  as  palpably  as  I  ever  heard  any  human 
sounds  in  my  life. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  With  the  honorable  Senator's 
permission,  I  will  say  that  either  he  is  mistaken 
or  I  am  mistaken.  I  limited  it  to  this  measure, 
and  had  no  thought  beyond  this  measure,  in  re- 
lation to  that  charge;  but  if  the  gentleman  wishes 
to  press  me,  I  will  take  broader  ground. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  neither  wish  to  press  the  Sen- 
ator nor  to  have  him  enlarge  his  ground,  [laugh- 
ter:] but  I  do  wish  to  state  just  exactly  what  the 
facts  are;  and  I  am  content  to  abide  by  the  record 
as  the  reports  of  to-day  in  the  Daily  Globe  shall 
represent  us. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  You  may  give  your  own  con- 
struction to  my  remaiks. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  want  to  be  interrupted. 
I  shall  give  no  interpretation  except  that  which 
the  words  manifestly  bear;  and  it  is  to  that  in- 
sinuation, that  charge,  that  my  constituents  d'esire 
the  prolongation  of  this  war,  that  I  wish  to  say 
a  word  or  two;  and  I  shall  detain  the  Senate  for 
a  very  short  time. 

Mr.  President,  the  Senator  knows  very  little 
indeed  of  New  Hampshire.  Her  people  are  not 
a  manufacturing  people  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent. There  are  several  large  corporations  that 
do  manufacturing  business  in  New  Hampshire; 
but  a  very  large  proportion  of  their  stock  is 
owned  out  of  the  State.  In  the  town  in  which  I 
live  there  is  a  very  large  corporation  employing 
one  or  two  thousand  hands,  and  I  remember  since 
I  have  been  in  the  practice  of  the  law  a  suit  to 
which  that  corporation  was  a  party;  and  a  motion 
was  made,  and  I  think  sustained,  to  remove  the 
case  from  the  courts  of  New  Hampshire  into  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  because  there  was  not 
a  single  corporator  that  owned  property  in  it  who 
lived  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

But,  sir,  the  people  of  New  Hampsliire,  in  re- 
gard to  this  war,  have  made  sacrifices,  to  say  the 
least,  equal  to  any  other  State  in  the  Union  ;  they 
have  sent  out,  to  the  last  man,  every  one  that  has 
been  called  for  ;  and  there  is  not  a  village  in  New 
Hampshire,  there  is  not  a  valley  or  a  hill,  in 
which  the  weeds  of  mourning  arc  not  to  be  seen 
and  the  voice  of  lamentation  for  the  dead  is  not 
to  be  heard.  They  have  poured  out  their  treas- 
ure and  their  blood  unhesitatingly  and  unremit- 
tingly; and  if  they  supposed  that  one  representing 
that  people  and  their  feelings,  their  instincts  and 
their  desires,  could  be  so  recreant  to  every  obliga- 
tion that  can  bind  a  human  being  as  to  desire  the 
continuance  of  this  war,  the  indignant  rebuke  of 
that  outraged  people  would  scourge  him  from  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Why,  sir,  a  more  gross  asser- 
tion, an  assertion  more  utterly  at  war  with  the 
truth,  than  the  assertion  or  the  intimation  that 
the  people  of  New  Hampshire  or  their  represent- 
atives on  this  floor,  or  on  the  fioor  of  tlie  other 
House,  desire  the  continuance  of  iliis  war — a 
more  unfounded  insinuation  could  not  possibly 
find  its  way  into  the  brain  of  any  man,  however 
prolific  it  might  be. 

Mr.  President,  that  people  have  given  (he  best 
evidence  in  the  world  that  they  desire  the  end 
and  the  cessation  of  this  war.  Why  is  it  that 
they  have  given  up  their  sons  in  such  numbers, 
and  their  treasure  without  stint,  and  responded 
as  promptly  as  they  have  to  every  call  tiiat  has 
been  made  on  thetn,  but  for  the  burning  desire 
they  feel  that  the  tide  of  war  may  cease,  that  the 
current  of  human  blood  may  cease  to  flow,  that 
the  reign  of  peace  and  justice  may  return.'  The 
idea  that  that  people,  that  people  that  you,  sir, 
and  I  represent  on  this  floor,  are  such  incarnate 
fiends,  that  for  the  possibility  of  putting  some 
miserable  lucre  in  their  pockets  they  might  desii;p 
to  see  the  tide  of  war  delug(!  the  land,  and  every- 
thing that  is  valuable  in  the  present,  ho]ieful  in 
the  future,  or  sacred  in  the  past  might  be  over- 
whelmed in  one  common  ruin,  I  confess  is  to  my 
mind  one  of  the  mostabliorrent  propositions  that 
I  have  ever  lieard  uttered. 
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But,  Mr.  President,  this  war  has  been  forced 
upon  the  people  of  New  Hampshire  and  upon 
the  people  of  the  loyal  States.  Tliey  resisted 
it  as  long  as  they  could.  Tliey  conceded  until 
they  had  nothing  left  in  the  way  of  concession. 
They  made  every  sacrifice  for  peace  that  could  be 
made;  and  when  life  could  not  be  preserved  ex- 
cept by  unmanly  concessions  that  would  have  left 
them  slaves,  they  resisted  as  became  men,  and 
they  will  resist  until  the  opportunity  presents 
itself  in  which  life  may  be  maintained,  to  say  the 
least,  upon  lionorable  terms. 

Mr.  President,  the  Senator  rails  because  we  are 
getting  such  a  mountain  load  of  debt  that  we  never 
shall  be  able  to  pay  it,  nor  our  posterity  to  pay 
the  interest  of  it.  It  is  because  1  wish  to  avoid 
that  very  evil  that  I  go  for  this  measure.  It  is 
because  I  do  not  wish  to  pile  up  a  mountain  load 
of  debt,  but  desire  to  meet  the  enormous  expenses 
which  we  are  obliged  to  incur  by  levying  as  the 
war  goes  on  some  considerable  portion  of  the 
means  with  which  it  is  to  be  carried  on,  that  I  go 
for  this  measure.  It  is  because  I  do  not  want  the 
debt  to  be  increased,  I  do  not  want  to  go  on  in- 
terminably and  forever  piling  up  debt,  that  I  think 
it  becomes  us  in  the  day  of  the  emergency  in 
which  we  live  to  meet  the  existing  evils  which 
threaten  us. 

Let  me  ask  the  Senator,  what  does  he  propose .' 
To  rail  and  to  find  fault  and  to  criminate  and  ca- 
lumniate is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world.  But 
what  does  the  Senator  propose.''  He  says  he 
would  have  tliis  war  cease.  So  would  I.  But  in 
God's  name  how  would  he  have  it  cease.'  What 
way  does  he  see  in  which  it  can  cease.'  Has  he 
heard  anything  to  show,  that  the  chiefs  of  this  re- 
bellion would  make  peace  on  any  conditions.'  Has 
Jeff.  Davis  notified  him  that  he  would  receive  the 
citizens  of  the  loyal  States  back  as  slaves  even .' 
No,  sir.  It  is  a  war  declared  against  the  Consti- 
tution, against  the  life  of  the  country,  and  it  is 
waged  for  its  utter  extermination  and  overthrow. 

When  a  quarrel  commences,  when  war  rages,  it 
takes  two  to  make  peace.  One  party  may  com- 
mence a  war,  but  one  party  cannot  make  peace 
unless  the  other  consents;  and  I  ask  the  honorable 
Senator,  and  I  ask  the  Senate,  and  I  ask  the  coun- 
try, if  from  the  day  the  first  gun  was  fired  upon 
Fort  Sumter  there  has  ever  been  a  day  in  which 
the  United  States  of  America  could  have  made 
peace  upon  any  terms  short  of  national  annihila- 
tion, degradation,  and  disgrace.'  Has  there  ever 
been  a  time  when  the  Constitution  could  have  been 
Baved;  when  this  Congress  could  have  met;  when 
this  country  could  have  existed,  and  peace  been 
made.'  No,  sir.  The  terms  which  this  rebellion 
continues  to  insist  on  are  the  utter  overthrow 
and  annihilation  of  this  Union;  the  blotting  out  of 
the  work  ofages;  the  tearing  up  rootand  branch  of 
the  foundation-stones  which  our  fathers  planted; 
the  overthrowing  and  annihilatingforcver  the  last 
vestige  of  free  government  upon  this  continent; 
and  a  man  that  wants  peace  upon  these  terms 
wants  degradation,  wants  national  annihilation 
and  disgrace. 

Mr.  President,  I  believe  that  the  party  with 
which  you  and  1  act,  I  believe  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  I  believe  the  great  party  of 
the  loyal  States  in  this  country  desire  peace  as 
earnestly,  as  sincerely  as  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  or  anybody  else;  but  it  is  one 
thing  to  desire  it  and  another  thing  to  mark  out 
some  practical  way  to  obtain  it;  atid  it  is  idle  to 
rail  against  what  we  are  doing,  to  calumniate  the 
Government  of  the  country  for  what  they  are 
doing,  to  throw  denunciation  on  the  war,  and 
another  to  point  out  some  means  by  which  the 
war  can  be  avoided.  I  believe  that  the  alterna- 
livo  is  such  that  one  or  the  other  of  these  parties 
must  go  to  the  wall;  the  rebellion  must  triumph 
and  the  Union  be  blotted  out,  our  country  become 
our  everlasting  reproach,  our  name  our  shame, 
or  we  must  succeed;  and  how  are  we  to  succeed.' 
Only  by  energetically  pursuing  the  means  that 
arcadequale  to  what  we  propose;  by  putting  forth 
our  whole  vigor  and  our  whole  means.  What  ia 
property  worth,  what  is  your  property  or  mine, 
or  anybody  else's,  more  or  little,  worth  if  the 
country  goes.'  Nothing,  nothing.  What  value 
has  property? 

Mr.  President,  in  one  of  the  darkest  days  of 
the  Revolution  there  was  one  of  the  truest  patri- 
ots that  ever  look  part  in  the  public  councils  of 
this  or  uny  other  nation,  Joiin  Langdon,  who 


rose  in  the  provincial  assembly  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  addressed  them  as  follows:  "  I  have," 
said  he,  "  *,2,000  in  specie;  I  will  give  that;  I 
will  sell  my  plate  for  as  much  more."  He  gave 
them  a  substantial  inventory  of  his  stock  in  trade. 
"All  that  is  at  the  service  of  the  country;  the  last 
dollar  that  I  have;  and  with  that  means  we  may 
possibly  raise  a  regiment,  and  we  will  commit  it 
to  my  friend  John  Stark,  and  if  we  succeed  I 
shall  be  paid;  if  we  do  not  succeed,  property  will 
be  worth  nothing." 

Sir,  we  need  more  of  that  spirit  which  animated 
the  fathers  of  the  Revolution.  We  want  patriot- 
ism to  manifest  itself  in  soine  of  the  self-devoted 
acts  of  patriotism  rather  than  in  continual  rail- 
ings against  the  Government.  Sir,  the  result  of 
that  patriotic  sacrifice  of  property  was  this:  the 
regiment  was  raised;  the  leading  of  it  was  com- 
mitted to  John  Stark;  and  he  marched  and  met 
the  enemy  first  at  the  battle  of  Bennington.  You 
all  remember  his  speech  to  his  soldiers  on  that 
occasion;  perhaps  it  has  not  been  repeated  too 
often  to  be  repeated  once  more.  He  pointed  out 
the  enemy  to  his  soldiers,  and  said  he,  "  Boys, 
there  is  the  enemy,  and  they  are  ours,  or  Moll 
Stark  sleeps  a  widow  to-night."  It  was  in  that 
spirit  that  that  regiment  was  raised.  It  was  in 
that  spirit  that  they  went  forth  to  battle.  It  was 
in  that  spirit  that  they  conquered,  and  gave  us 
a  country  which  God,  in  Plis  providence,  calls 
upon  us  to-day  by  a  like  spirit  and  a  like  effort  to 
save  and  to  preserve. 

Sir,  I  hope  we  shall  have  more  of  that  spirit, 
more  of  that  patriotism,  more  of  that  devotion 
which  won  for  us  the  battles  of  the  Revolution, 
secured  to  us  the  great  inheritance  that  is  now  in 
jeopardy,  and  which  can  only  be  preserved  by  a 
like  temper,  a  like  spirit,  and  like  efforts. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Mr.  President,  I  was  in  the 
other  House  when  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire took  his  seat  there,  and  he  came  there  with 
his  mind  absorbed  by  a  single  idea,  and  that  was 
to  liberate  the  negro.  That  idea  has  possessed 
him  and  has  impelled  him  in  all  his  public  and 
political  conduct  from  that  moment  to  the  pres- 
ent. It  has  been  his  guiding  star,  and  we  recol- 
lect the  psean  which  he  sang  the  other  day  to  what 
he  supposed  would  be  the  final  consummation  of 
his  great  policy  in  the  amendment  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  abolishing  slavery  in  all  the  States. 
Was  that  American  statesmanship.'  Was  that 
American  patriotism?  What  right  had  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  or  any  other  citizen 
of  the  United  States  to  go  to  the  other  House  or 
to  come  to  this  to  make  an  interminable  and  un- 
constitutional war  upon  slavery?  It  was  not  the 
concern  of  New  Hampshire.  She  at  the  time  that 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  promulged, 
and  also  when  the  Constitution  was  formed*,  I  be- 
lieve, was  slaveholding,  and  it  was  a  most  im- 
portant and  essential  principle  of  our  system  of 
Government  that  the  subject  of  slavery  and  of 
property  generally  should  be  regulated  exclu- 
sively by  the  States. 

Now,  sir,  he  says  that  the  South  made  war 
upon  the  North.  They  made  immediately  the 
present  war,  I  admit,  but  the  remote  and  prelim- 
inary war  was  made  by  the  North  all  the  time, 
and  commencing  nearly  a  third  of  a  century  ago 
against  the  South,  against  its  institutions,  against 
its  property.  If  the  State  of  New  Hampsliire  had 
done  its  duty  singly  and  in  good  faith  in  relation 
to  this  subject,  if  that  State  alone,  and  especially 
if  all  New  England  had  acted  in  the  same  line  of 
duty,  this  war  never  would  have  occurred. 

'I'he  Senator  was  here  when  what  was  called 
the  Crittenden  compromise  was  proposed.  If  the 
Senators  from  New  Hampshire  had  supported 
that  compromise,  and  especially  if  the  Senators 
from  New  England  had  supported  it,  the  rebel- 
lion never  would  have  taken  place;  the  rebels  and 
the  malcontents  would  never  have  had  strength 
to  rear  the  standard  of  revolt  and  to  involve  this 
nation  in  civil  war. 

Now,  the  Senator  says  that  I  have  done  noth- 
ing but  rail  against  the  Government  and  its  meas- 
ures and  its  policy,  and  that  he  never  knew  of  a 
patriot  in  any  country  that  took  precisely  that 
course.  I  agree  with  him  in  the  truth  and  cor- 
rectness of  that  position,  to  the  extent  that  such 
measures  are  expedient  and  constitutional.  But 
I  tell  the  Senator  that  my  course,  within  the  prin- 
ciple that  1  have  slated,  has  not  been  such  as  he 
has  churuclcrized  it.     Every  proper  and  constitu- 


tional measure  that  has  been  proposed  to  carry 
on  this  war  according  to  the  principles  and  pol- 
icy that  were  announced  at  its  beginning  I  have 
sustained;  and  it  was  only  when  the  war  became 
perverted  and  its  measures  were  made  subsidiary 
to  other  ends  than  putting  down  the  insurrection 
and  enforcing  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  that 
I  dissented  from  the  policy  and  opposed  the  meas- 
ures of  the  Administration.  In  that  departure  I 
dissented,  and  I  condemned  it,  and  I  always  will 
condemn  it,  and  the  Senator  was  untrue  to  his 
pledges,  the  Constitution,  and  the  country,  in 
supporting  them. 

The  Senator  rebukes  me  in  strong  terms  for 
railing  against  the  Government  and  its  measures. 
Who  has  indulged,  especially  what  supporter  of 
the  Administration,  more  liberally  in  that  line 
than  the  Senator  himself?  Did  he  not  proclaim 
again  and  again,  in  fifteen  or  twenty  days  of  suc- 
cessive debate  two  years  ago,  that  the  liberties  of 
this  people  and  the  continuance  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  in  more  danger  from  the  corruptions 
of  the  Departments  than  from  the  enemy  in  the 
field?  I  agreed  with  him  then;  I  agree  with  him 
now.  I  suppose  the  Senator  will  hardly  assume 
that  the  extent  arjd  enormity  of  that  corruption 
have  decreased.  No,  sir;  as  the  war  has  moved  on 
and  its  armies  been  augmented  and  its  expendi- 
tures increased,  so  has  been  the  increase  of  cor- 
ruption. Instead  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire rebuking  me,  he  ought  to  stand  by  me  in 
the  position  which  I  have  assumed  of  condemn- 
ing the  extravagance,  prodigality,  wastefulness, 
and  corruption  of  this  Administration,  and  hold- 
ing it  to  the  true  constitutional  principles  upon 
which  it  avowed  at  the  commencement  that  it  in- 
tended to  conduct  the  war. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  read  a  sentence  or  two  of  what 
has  been  read  scores  of  times  in  this  Chamber, 
Mr.  Lincoln,  in  his  inaugural  address,  as  the 
Senator  knows,  and  as  we  all  know,  said  that  he 
had  neither  "  the  power  nor  the  inclination  to  in- 
terfere with  slavery  in  the  States."  He  said 
through  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  instructions  to 
Mr.  Dayton,  our  minister  to  France,  that  "  the 
rights  of  the  States  and  the  condition  of  every 
human  being  in  them  will  remain  precisely  the 
same  whether  the  revolution  shall  succeed  or 
whether  it  shall  fail.  In  the  one  case  th'U  States 
would  be  federally  connected  with  tlie  new  con- 
federacy; in  the  other  they  would,  as  now,  be 
members  of  the  United  States;  but  their  constitu- 
tions, laws,  customs,  habits,  and  institutions  in 
either  case  will  remain  the  same." 

The  Senate  itself  passed  a  resolution,  with  but 
three  dissenting  voices,  I  think,  after  the  battle 
of  Bull  Run,  of  which  the  substance  was,  that 
this  war  is  not  waged  on  your  part  in  any  spirit 
of  oppression,  or  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  ar 
subjugation,  or  purpose  of  overthrowing  or  inter- 
fering with  the  rights  or  established  institutions 
of  the  southern  States,  but  to  defend  and  main- 
tain the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  pre- 
serve the  Union  with  all  the  dignity,  equality, 
and  rights  of  the  several  States  unimpaired,  and 
as  soon  as  these  objects  are  attained  the  war  ought 
to  cease. 

I  deny  to  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
that  1  have  ever  abandoned  one  square  inch  of  the 
ground  announced  for  conducting  this  war.  He 
once  pledged  himself  to  it,  and  he  has^bandoned 
the  whole  of  it.  He,  with  the  Presidentof  the  Uni- 
ted States,  is  now  operating  upon  a  policy  diamet- 
rically opposed  and  wholly  destructive  of  all  the 
rights  of  the  States,  their  constitutions,  laws,  in- 
stitutions, property,  and  all  the  principles  upon 
which  they  solemnly  pledged  themselves  to  the 
country  and  the  world  they  would  carry  on  the 
war.  I  ask  the  honorable  Senator  if,  with  this 
altered  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Administration 
and  its  friends,  I  am  not  authorized  to  denounce 
it.  Where  does  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire find  the  authority  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  to  pull  down  State  constitutions 
and  State  governments?  Where  does  he  find  the 
power  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
issue  a  proclamation  authorizing  less  than  one 
tenth  of  the  population  of  the  States  to  recon- 
struct those  governments?  Where  does  he  find 
theauthority  of  the  Presidentof  the  United  States 
to  inijiose  conditions  upon  the  one  tenth  that  lie 
will  permit  to  take  part  in  the  reconstruction  of 
thosi>  governments,  that  they  must  lake  an  oath 
to  sujiport  his  proclamations  and  the  measures  of 
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his  party  in  Congress,  although  they  may  be  in 
fact  and  may  be  believetl  by  tliem  to  be  unconsti- 
tutional? Sir,  tlie  President  has  no  power  over 
such  a  matter;  it  does  not  belong;  to  him;  he  can- 
not claim  or  attempt  to  exercise  it  without  the 
grossest  and  most  flagitious  usurpation.  What, 
sir,  lie  pull  down  a  State  government!  There  is 
n'o  power  on  this  earth  to  do  that  act  except  the 
people  of  the  State  themselves;  and  when  they 
asked  for  admission  originally  into  the  Union,  or 
if  they  have  placed  themselves  in  such  circum- 
stances that  they  are  to  ask  for  admission  or  quasi- 
admission  subsequently,  that  appeal  is,  by  the 
Consxitution,  to  be  made  to  Congress, and  not  to 
the  President;  the  President  has  no  power  or 
authority  whatever  over  the  subject. 

Mr.  PESSENDEN.  Will  my  friend  from 
Kentucky  allow  me  to  appeal  to  him.''  We  are 
very  anxious  to  pass  this  resolution- to-night,  and 
this  discussion  of  general  political  questions  is 
certainly  very  much  out  of  place  on  )t. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  will  occupy  but  a  few  minutes 
more  of  the  time  of  the  Senate.  1  feel  the  force  of 
the  appeal  and  the  considerations  v^hich  the  Sena^- 
tor  has  addressed  to  me,  and  I  will  respect  them.  I 
will  not  enter  into  an  examination  of  these  princi- 
ples and  these  questions;  but  I  will  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Nev/  Hampshire,  and  I  will  say  to  my 
constituency,  and  I  will  maintain  to  the  last  pul- 
•  satioM  of  life,  tliat  when  the  alternative  is  offered 
to  me,  "  Will  you  consent  that  all  the  measures 
of  the  present  Administration,  and  all  the  princi- 
ples and  perversions  and  usurpations  of  power 
which  they  involve,  shall  be  fixed  permanently 
upon  the  country,  and  in  addition  to  that  there 
ahall  be  imposed  upon  it  a  debt  of  four  or  five  or 
six  thousand  millions,  that  will  require  from  them 
taxation  to  the  extent  of  four  or  five  or  six  hun- 
dred million  dollars  annually,  the  effect  of  which 
will  be  to  morigage  the  property  of  my  whole 
region  of  the  United  States,  all  the  labor  of  the 
people,  all  the  profits  and  avails  that  they  can 
spare  after  a  most  stinted  support  of  their  families, 
will  you  consent  that  these  fruits  ^lall  come  upon 
the  country  in  order  to  continue  this  war,  and  to 
force  a  triumph  of  arms  that  will  make  such  the 
permanent  condition  of  things?"  I  fur  one  will  say 
no,  though  1  stand  solitary  and  alone  of  all  the 
living.  No,  Mr.  President,  when  the  question  is 
eelf-preservation  orthe  maintenance  of  the  Union 
by  tile  force  of  arms,  and  by  the  sacrifice  of  the 
Constitution  and  these  liberties,  and  by  the  utter 
destruction  of  the  material  prosperity  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country,  or  of  my  State;  when  the  ques- 
tion is  whether  they  shall  become  slaves  and  bond- 
men to  pay  the  creditors  of  a  debt  created  for  their 
subjugation,  for  the  overthrow  of  their  Constitu- 
tion, for  the  subversion  of  their  liberties,  to  make 
them  and  their  posterity  the  hewers  of  wood  and 
the  drawers  of  water  to  the  great  moneyed  aristoc- 
racy; and  this  great  ruin  can  be  to  any  material 
extent  averted  by  stopping  the  war,  let  it  not  con- 
tinue for  another  hour. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  believe  the  question  be- 
fore the  Senate  now  is  whether  we  shall  put  this 
additional  duty  upon  goods  in  bonded  warehouses. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  No;  the  question  now 
is  whether  the  increased  duty  shall  be  fifty  per 
cent,  or  thirty-three  and  one  third  per  cent. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  question 
is  on  the  first  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  understood  that  the 
first  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
proposed  not  to  lay  the  increased  tax  upon  the 
goods  in  warehouse.  I  wish  to  say  just  one  word 
on  that  subject. 

Mr.  GRIMES  and  others.  Thatia  not  before 
us  now. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Very  well;  then  I  will 
reserve  what  1  have  to  say  until  that  question 
comes  up. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  «em;)Oj-£.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  committee  proposing 
to  strike  out  "  fifty  "  and  insert  "  thirty-three  and 
one  third." 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  will  not.discuss  this  ques- 
tion, but  as  I  have  a  vote  to  cast  upon  it,  and  am 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  I  will 
say  that  I  shall  first  vote  for  the  highest  rate  of 
duty  proposed,  and  shall  therefore  vote  for  the 
rcsokition  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;  and  if  that  shall  fail,  I  shall  after- 
wards voto  for  llic  highest  rate  that  the  questions, 


as  they  are  put  to  the  Senate,  will  allow  me  t6 
vote  for. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  should  vote  for  the  highest 
rate,  for  the  rate  proposed  by  the  House  of  Repr 
resentatives,  if  I  supposed  that  that  would  be  the 
rate  which  would  be  fixed  upon  in  the  regular 
tariff  bill  which  is  now  being  prepared  An  the 
other  House;  but  as  I  understand  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  that  it  is  not  expected  the  in- 
crease will  be  as  large  as  that,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  committee.  We  donotknow 
of  course  what  the  increase  in  the  regular  bill  will 
be;  but  we  know  that  in  the  other  House  that 
bill  is  being  matured  to  take  the  place  of  the  Joint 
resolution  we  are  about  to  pass,  and  as  that 
increase  will  be  less  in  the  average  in  all  proba- 
bility than  this  joint  resolution  proposes,  it  seems 
to  me  proper  not  to  vote  for  the  larger  amount  at 
this  time;  and  I  shall  therefore  vote  for  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  will  say  in  addition  to  what 
I  said  before,  that  I  would  vote  as  the  Senator 
from  New  York  states  that  he  will  vote,  if  I  had 
any  guarantee  that  the  rate  hereafter  to  be  im- 
posed by  Congress  would  be  less  than  that  pro- 
posed by  this  resolution;  but  the  more  I  have 
thought  upon  it,  the  more  I  have  concluded  that 
the  rate  is  likely  to  be  higher  than  lower.  Cer- 
tainly at  least  it  is  fair  to  take  the  rate  of  fifty 
per  cent.  now.  before  us  in  the  resolution,  and  to 
presume  that  the  House  of  Representatives  having 
passed  that  by  a  very  large  vote,  it  is  an  indica- 
tion of  a  determination  on  their  part  that  no  lower 
rate  shall  be  imposed  hereafter. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  1  shall  vote  for  this  proposition 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  reason  as- 
signed by  the  Senator  from  New  York.  It  is  not 
possible,  I  think,  that  any  tariff  will  be  adopted 
which  will  raise  the  duties  on  every  single  article 
fifty  per  cent.,  though  that  may  be  the  average 
rate  of  increase  of  the  articles  that  may  be  enu- 
merated in  it.  If  we  pass  this  resolution  as  it 
came  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  do 
not  sixty  days  hence  pass  a  bill  imposing  duties 
corresponding  in  amount  to  this  resolution  as  it 
came  to  us,  we  may  ruin  the  men  who  are  deal- 
ers in  these  articles,  whereas  if  we  adopt  the  rate 
of  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  increase, and 
we  shall  hereafter  conclude  to  raise  it  up  to  fifty 
per  cent.,  those  people  will  notbe  injured,  and  the 
men  who  have  an  amount  on  hand  at  the  time  the 
increase  is  made  will  not  be  injured,  and  the 
amount  they  have  on  hand  will  not  operate  as  an 
injury  to  the  purchaser  from  them.  For  that 
reason  1  shall  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  and  Mr.  FESSENDEN 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  or- 
dered; and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  19,  nays 
17;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Doolittle,  Fesseiideii,  Foster,  Grimos,  Henderson, 
Hendiicks,  Jolinson.  McDougall,  Morgan,  Powell,  Riddle, 
Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  and  VVilley— 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Antlioiiy,  Chandler,  Conness,  Foot, 
Hale,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Slierman,  Sprague,  Sumner, 
Wilkinson,  and  Wilson — 17. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance was  in  line  six  after  the  word  "  imported" 
to  insert  "from  foreign  countries,  except  goodSj 
wares,  merchandise,  and  articles  now  in  the  pub- 
lic stores  or  bonded  warehouse." 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  When  1  was  up  before  I  re- 
ferred to  the  form  of  the  bond  prescribed  by  the 
act  of  1799.  The  bond  which  is  now  the  one 
given  when  goods  are  bonded  is  under  the  act  of 
1846,  and  I  merely  rise  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing that  that  bond  is  only  for  the  duties  which 
are  due  under  the  laws  existing  at  the  time  of 
their  being  warehoused.  The  act  says  that  the 
goods  are  "  there  to  be  kept  with  due  and  reason- 
able care,  at  the  charge  and  risk  of  the  owner, 
importer,  consignee,  or  agent,  and  subject  at  all 
times  to  their  order,  upon  payment  of  the  proper 
duties  and  expenses,  to  be  ascertained  on  due  en- 
try thereof  for  warehousing,  and  to  be  secured  by 
a  bond  of  the  owner,  importer,  or  consignee." 
So  that  the  amount  of  the  bond  is  (louble  the 
amount  of  tlie  duties  which  are  due  under  the 
laws  existing  at  the  time,  and  becomes  a  contract, 
as  1  think,  between  the  Government  and  the  im- 
porter tiiat  if  he  will  pay  the  amount  of  duties 
ascertained  at  the  time  of  the  entry,  which  the 


bond  is  intended  to  secure,  he  shall  take  them' 
out  and  dispose  of  them. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  do  not  understand  that 
there  is  any  such  binding  obligation  as  that  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  as  between  it  and  the  men 
who  have  imported  goods  and  put  them  into  ware- 
house. We  allow  them  to  bring  the  goods  here 
for  their  convenience,  to  take  the  advantage  of  ouu 
market,  or  of  any  other  market  of  the  world;  they, 
put  their  goods  into  our  warehouses  and  give  a 
certain  bond  for  the  payment  of  duties,  provided 
they  sell  Ihem  here;  but  if  they  do  not  sell  them 
here  they  never  pay  our  duties;  they  may  take 
the  goods  to  England  or  France  or  anywhere  else 
without  paying  anything  except  simply  what  it 
is  necessary  to  pay  for  storing  the  goods.  If  they 
had  paid  the  duties  to  the  Government,  or  if  they 
had  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Government 
that  at  anytime  they  would  sell  the  goods  in  this 
country  and  therefore  pay  the  duties  here,  you 
might  say  we  were  under  such  an  obligation  that 
we  could  not,  without  a  violation  of  good  faith, 
increase  the  amount  of  duties  on  those  goods  in 
bond.  P>ut  the  thing  is  a  mere  proposition  on 
their  part:  "  We  bring  the  goods  here  and  put 
them  in  your  power;  if  we  choose  to  sell  them 
here  we  v/ill  sell  them;  if  not,  we  v/ill  sell  them 
anywhere  in  the  markets  of  the  world;"  it  is  a 
naked  proposition,  not  a  binding  bargain  as  be- 
tween them  and  us,  by  which  we  are  held  under 
such  obligation  that  we  cannot,  in  good  faith  to 
these  gentlemen,  levy  additional  duties.  We  still 
say  to  these  gentlemen,  "  Sell  yourgoodsor  take 
them. else  where  to  sell;  if  you  sell  them  here  pay 
the  additional  duties  which  we  propose  to  impose 
by  this  law." 

But  this  case  1  concede  may  arise:  where  these 
men  have  put  their  goods  in  store,  and  have  en- 
tered into  a  contract  for  the  sale  and  delivery  of 
them  here  at  some  future  time,  they  might  be 
held  under  such  circumstances,  and  if  you  impose 
an  additional  duty  it  would  be  a  violation  of  good 
faith  on  your  part  unless  you  make  such  provis- 
ion for  it  in  the  law  now  as  England  makes  in 
her  laws  when  she  imposes  additional  duties  on 
goods  in  bond  or  in  warehouse. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hale] 
insists  thatunder  the  provisions  of  this  resolution 
it  does  not  apply  to  goods  in  bond.  He  insists 
that  it  only  applies  to  such  goods  as  are  to  come 
into  our  ports  hereafter.  I  do  not  so  understand 
the  provisions  of  this  resolution;  certainly  it  is 
not  so  understood  by  the  committee.  It  is  un- 
derstood as  applying  to  all  goods  on  which  the 
duties  have  not  been  paid,  and  that  would  include 
certainly  goods  in  bond.  The  language  of  the 
resolution  is: 

That,  until  the  end  of  sixty  days  from  the  passage  of  this 
resolution,  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  rates  of  duties  and  im- 
posts now  imposed  by  law  on  all  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise, and  articles  imported,  shall  be  added  to  the  present 
duties  and  imposts  now  charged  on  tlie  importation  of  such 
articles. 

It  seems  to  me  that  would  cover  the  goods  in 
bond,  upon  which  the  duties  have  not  yet  been 
imposed  and  paid.  Therefore,  sir,  understand- 
ing this  as  I  do,  and  with  a  view  of  preventing 
that  injustice  which  men  might  be  made  to  suffer 
who  had  entered  into  contracts' to  sell  and  deliver 
goods  under  the  existing  duties,]  think  it  would 
be  butjusttoadd  to  this  bill  just  such  a  provision 
as  is  adopted  in  England  on  that  subject.  I  have 
before  me  the  British  statute  of  1858,  21  Victoria. 
The  section  to  which  I  refer  will  be  found  in  an 
actfor  granting  certain  additional  rates  and  duties 
of  excise,  passed  May  11,  1858. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Read  the  provision. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  It  is  the  fourth  section 
of  that  act,  and  is  in  these  words: 

"IV.  And  whereas  contracts  or  agreements  may  have  been 
made  for  the  sale  or  delivery  of  some  of  the  goods  or  com- 
modities on  which  increased  or  additional  duties  of  excise 
are  by  this  act  granted  and  imposed,  which  contracts  or 
agreements  may  have  bten  made  with  no  reference  to  such 
additional  duties,  and  thereby  the  several  contractors  may 
be  materially  aU'ccted: 

^'' For  remedy  thereof  be  it  enacted.  That  every  person  who 
shall  have  made  or  entered  into  any  contrart  or  agreement 
shall  bo  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered, intheease 
of  any  such  contract  or  agreement,  to  add  so  much  money  as 
will  be  cijuivalentlo  the  increased  or  additioiial  duly  hereby 
granted  on  any  such  goods  or  commodities  rosiK'Ciively  to 
the  price  thereof,  and  siiall  be  entitled  by  virtue  of  lliis  act 
to  be  paid  and  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same  accordingly." 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     That  is  to  make  the  pur- 
chaser pny  the  duty;  that  is  all. 
Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     The  purchaser  pays  the 
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duty.  Cerlaitily  thai  would  be  just.  We,byim- 
posino;  this  additional  tax  upon  a  particular  arti- 
cle, add  so  much  to  the  price.  Would  it  be  just 
to  compel  the  seller  to  pay  that  additional  duty? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  is  what  this  resolution 
docs. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  suggest  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  provision  in  this  resolution  applying  to 
a  case  where  a  contract  has  been  entered  into 
relieving  the  seller  from  the  injustice  which  it 
might  operate  upon  him.  But  the  great  majority 
of  these  goods  remain  in  bond  without  being  un- 
der any  contract  of  sale  at  all.  There  should  be 
a  provision,  however,  to  meet  the  exceptional 
case  of  such  goods  as  are  in  bond,  and  which 
those  who  hold  them  in  bond  have  entered  into 
a  contract  to  sell  and  deliver,  on  which  the  duties 
have  not  yet  been  paid.  I  suggest,  therefore,  if 
the  resolution  is  to  stand,  covering,  as  I  under- 
stand it  does,  goods  in  bond  as  well  as  goods  here- 
after to  be  imported,  I  had  drawn  a  provision 
substantially  the  same  as  this  British  statute,  to 
meet  simply  those  cases  where  contracts  have 
been  entered  into  to  sell  and  deliverthe goods.  I 
will  send  the  amendment  to  the  Chair;  but  I  be- 
lieve it  is  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  would  be  in  order  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Then  I  will  submit itas  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  amendment  of  the 
committee  simply  proposes  to  insert  in  the  body 
of  the  resolution  certain  words  exempting  the 
goods  in  warehouse  from  this  increased  duty,  and 
the  Senator's  amendment  could  not  very  well 
come  in  there. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  The  proposition  I  have 
offered  is  not  drawn  exactly  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT  -pro  tempore.  The  Chair 
will  suggest  that  it  might  be  added  as  an  addi- 
tional proviso  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  It  should  be  an  additional 
provision  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  rise  to  inquire  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  whether  his  amendment 
docs  not  look  like  interfering  with  a  contract.'  Is 
not  the  purchaser  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  his  con- 
tract.' How  can  you  come  in  and  make  the  pur- 
chaser, the  man  who  has  contracted  for  the  goods, 
pay  any  additiopal  price.'  If  this  tariff  increases 
the  value  of  the  goods,  is  he  not  entitled  to  that 
increase  of  value.'  Must  he  not  have  the  benefit 
of  that  contract  ?  And  yet  by  the  Senator's  prop- 
osition, Congress  is  to  come  in  and  interfere  with 
it. 

Mr.   DOOLITTLE.       We  simply  take  the 
money  which  we  are  putting  into  his  pocket. 
•     Mr.  JOHNSON.     We  do  not  put  it  into  his 
pocket. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     Certainly  we  do. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Is  he  not  entitled  to  it  by 
his  contract  ? 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  He  is  not  entitled  to  it. 
He  contracted  with  reference  to  the  law  as  it  then 
existed,  and  when  we  make  a  new  law  we  ought 
to  make  that  law  so  as  to  do  justice  to  all  parties. 
Certainly  we  ought  not  to  impose  the  increased 
duty  on  the  seller.  Suppose  the  seller  has  pre- 
viously contracted  to  deliver  the  goods.  Will  you 
place  tiie  increased  duty  on  the  seller  and  compel 
liim  to  pay  it  when  he  does  not  gel  any  additional 
price  from  the  purchaser.' 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Let  me  ask  the  Senator 
a  question.  Would  not  that  be  a  penalty  upon 
the  purchaser — a  penalty  enforced  by  law.' 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  do  not  understand  it  so 
at  all.  I  under.sland  that  a  similar  provision  was 
adopted  in  one  of  the  revenue  bills  by  Congress. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  By  introducing  the  Eng- 
lish statute  here,  would  you  not  compel  the  pur- 
cliascr  in  the  form  of  penally  to  pay  the  additional 
price,  which  would  be  a  penalty  over  and  above 
the  contract  price.' 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Certainly  it  would. 

Mr.  DOOLIT  TLE.  It  is  very  true  we  compel 
him  to  pay  the  additional  price  which  we  add  to 
the  goods.  Who  shall  pay  it.'  Will  you  make 
the  selliu;:  pay  it.' 

Mr.  iVfcDOUGALL.  Would  you  put  it  upon 
nn  invfiluiitiiry  purcliiiRcr.' 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  whcthcrCon- 
grcHN  havcllir;  power  to  imjiose  this  tax  is  a  ques- 
tion which  1  do  not  propose  to  consider;  but  ihut 


there  is  a  contract  between  the  Government  and 
the  importer  that  the  iinporter  should  be  entitled 
to  take  out  his  goods  on  paying  the  amount  of 
duties  levied  at  the  time  they  are  warehoused  is, 
I  think,  clear  beyond  controversy.  The  honor- 
able Senator  from  Wisconsin  says  that  there  is 
no  contract  because  there  are  no  duties  to  be  paid 
if  the  goods  are  not  sold  in  the  United  Slates;  it 
is  a  mere  offer  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
the  importer  that  if  the  importer  sells  his  goods 
here  he  shall  pay  a  certain  amount  of  duty,  but 
if  he  does  not  sell  them  here  he  shall  pay  nothing 
except  the  mere  expenses  of  warehousing.  Does 
that  make  any  difference  when  we  are  consider- 
ing the  question  whether  there  is  a  contract  be- 
tween the  parties  or  not .'  The  duties  are  imposed 
by  an  existing  statute.  The  importer  imports  his 
goods  into  the  market  to-day  under  that  amount 
of  duties.  He  knows  what  he  is  to  pay,  and  the 
amount  that  he  is  to  pay  upon  that  importation 
is  ascertained,  and  he  is  directed  to  give  his  bond 
in  a  penalty  double  the  amount  of  that  sum. 
Having  given  that  bond  and  having  got  his  goods 
into  the  warehouse,  what  are  his  rights  as  against 
the  Government,  looking  now,  I  mean,  to  the 
mere  construction  of  the  law.'  The  language  is 
clear,  as  I  think.  He  is  to  warehouse  them  and 
they  are 

"  There  to  be  kept  with  due  and  reasonable  care,  at  the 
charge  and  risk  of  the  owner,  importer,  consignee,  or  agent, 
and  subject  at  all  times  to  their  order,  upon  payment  of 
the  proper  duties  and  expenses,  to  be  ascertained  on  due 
entry  thereof  for  wareliousing,  and  to  be  secured  by  a  bond 
of  the  owner,  importer,  or  consignee,  with  surety  or  sure- 
ties, to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector,  in  double  the 
amount  of  the  said  duties,  and  in  such  form  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  prescribe." 

These  bonds  are  given,  and  you  tell  the  im- 
porter after  he  has  given  his  bond,  '*  If  you  will 
pay  us  the  amount  of  duties  imposed  by  the  ex- 
isting law  the  goods  are  yours,  and  you  may 
take  them  out  and  do  with  them  as  you  please: 
you  may  reexport  them  if  you  think  proper, 
and  get  clear  of  the  obligation  to  pay  anything 
but  the  amount  of  the  warehousing  expenses; 
but  beside  that  you  have  the  alternative  of  taking 
them  out  and  selling  them.  If  you  are  anxious 
to  lake  them  out  and  sell  them,  we  tell  you  you 
shall  do  so,  provided  you  will  pay  us  the  specific 
duty  existing  at  the  time  of  the  warehousing  and 
nothing  more."  Now  the  Government  come  in 
and  say,  "You  may  give  as  many  orders  as 
you  please,  but  you  shall  not  take  them  out.  We 
have  told  you  that  if  you  will  give  the  order  and 
pay  the  duties  ascertained  now  you  shall  take 
them  out;  but  we  say  now,  that  notwithstanding 
you  do  give  the  order  and  are  willing  to  pay  jhe 
amount  of  duties  imposed  by  the  existing  act 
and  which  forms  the  principle  of  your  bond,  you 
shall  not  take  them  out  unless  you  will  pay  some 
further  sum." 

How  would  it  be  as  between  two  individuals? 
A  places  his  goods  in  the  hands  of  B  for  safe- 
keeping, and  B  tells  him,  or  it  is  a  part  of  the 
contract,  "  If  you  take  yourgoods  out  at  the  end 
of  one  month  you  shall  pay  me  so  much;  if  you 
take  the  goods  out  at  the  end  of  two  months, 
so  much  more  or  so  much  less;  or  if  you  do 
not  take  them  out  you  shall  not  pay  me  any- 
thing." Does  the  existence  of  these  alternatives 
of  the  contract  show  that  there  is  no  contract?  It 
is  the  contract  in  this  case  to  do  one  of  two  things 
on  the  pari  of  the  Government  as  between  the 
Government  and  the  importer.  It  is  to  let  him 
reexport  hisgoods,  if  he  thinks  proper  to  reexport 
them,  on  paying  the  warehousing  expenses,  or 
to  sell  the  goods,  if  he  thinks  proper  to  sell  them, 
on  paying  the  specific  duly.  After  that  the  Gov- 
ernment come  in  and  say  to  the  importer,  "  You 
shall  not  soil  them  unless  you  pay  an  additional 
duly."  With  as  much  propriety  could  they  say 
to  the  importer,  "You  sluill  not  ruexporl  them  un- 
less you  pay  twice  the  amount  of  the  expenses." 
There  can  be  no  difference  in  principle,  us  1  think 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  will  see  if  he  reflects 
for  a  moment.  The  only  question,  therefore,  is 
not  a  question  whether  the  Government  may  not 
have  the  power  to  impose  this  tax,  but  whether 
they  have  not  told  the  importer  that  these  goods 
shall  be  subject  to  no  other  duty,  if  he  sells  them 
in  the  United  States,  than  the  duty  existing  under 
the  laws  in  force  at  the  lime  of  the  importutujn. 

If  this  was  a  general  tax  operating  equally  upon 
everybody  iIk.mc  could  be  no  objeciion  to  it;  but 
that  is  not  the  case  with  this  tax.     You  arc  not 


charging  these  goods  an  ad  valorem  tax  in  com- 
mon with  all  the  other  goods  of  the  same  de- 
scription in  the  country.  You  are  saying  to  the 
particularownerof  these  particular  goods, "  Other 
goods  of  a  like  kind  belonging  to  other  people  arc 
not  to  be  taxed;  but  these  goods  belonging  to  you 
are  to  be  taxed,  although  we  have  told  you,  on 
taking  your  bond  as  security  that  you  will  coni- 
ply  with  your  pari  of  the  contract,  that  you  will 
not  be  taxed  one  dollar  more  than  the  laws  in 
force  at  the  time  the  goods  were  imported." 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  proposition  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  was  un- 
der consideration  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
They  considered  it  several  times  and  at  some 
length,  and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  on  the 
whole  that  although  this  measure  might  operate 
hardly  in  some  particular  cases,  the  proposition 
now  suggested  would  be  introducing  a  new  feat- 
ure into  our  revenue  laws.  The  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it  has 
ever  been  introduced  into  the  tarifflaws.  In  the 
internal  revenue  law  which  was  passed  a  couple 
of  years  ago  we  inserted  a  provision  with  re^'ard 
to  leases  of  coal  lands  in  Pennsylvania  some- 
what of  this  description,  leaving  some  sort  of  an 
option,  I  believe — I  do  not  remember  the  exact 
terms — so  that  the  party  could  take  the  lease  at 
the  rate  proposed  or  not.  Thai  was  the  first  in- 
stance and  it  is  the  only  instance  that  I  am  aware " 
of  in  our  legislative  history  where  that  has  oc- 
curred. I  am  told  that  in  the  new  revenue  bill 
which  is  now  under  discussion  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  there  is  a  provision  similar  to 
thai  which  has  been  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  and  probably  drawn  from  the 
English  law  on  the  subject.  1  do  not  know  but 
the  policy  would  be  a  good  one  to  be  adopted  if 
it  was  properly  matured.;  and  there  is  an  appar- 
ent equity  about  it.  This  change  of  the  duty 
does  operate  hardly  in  some  cases.  It  not  un- 
frequently  happens  that  a  party  sells  goods  yet 
to  arrive,  predicating  his  sales  upon  the  existing 
laws  as  they  stand  with  reference  to  imports,  and 
if  an  additional  duly  is  imposed  meanwhile,  the 
loss  falls  on  the  seller.  It  is  a  matter  well  wor- 
thy of  serious  consideration  how  far  it  would  be 
advisable  to  go  and  what  provision  it  would  be 
advisable  to  make  with  reference  to  such  cases. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  came  to  the  con- 
clusion, however,  on  the  whole,  that  if  this  pro- 
posed tariff  was  reduced  to  thirty-three  and  a 
third  per  cent.,  and  the  goods  in  bonded  ware- 
houses and  public  stores  were  exempted,  as  that 
would, cover  the  great  majority  of  cases,  we  might 
perhaps  with  propriety,  not  on  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  introduce  as  a  commencement  the  provision 
which  has  been  suggested  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin.  It  was  considered  very 
carefully  and  extensively  by  the  committee,  and 
they  deliberately  concluded  that  on  the  whole  it 
was  best  not  to  put  it  on  this  resolution  as  it 
stood,  wiih  the  amendments  of  the  committee. 
It  will  be  for  the  Senate  to  judge  whether  it  is 
advisable  by  way  of  amendment  to  add  it  to  the 
resolution.  The  Senator  does  not  seem  to  be  ex- 
actly certain  about  it  himself.  I  suggest  to  him 
that  the  proper  place  to  put  it  as  it  stands  would 
be  in  lieu  of  the  proviso  now  in  the  bill,  which 
the  Committee  on  Finance  propose  to  strike  out 
entirely. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.     Very  well. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  question 
now  before  the  Senate  is  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  As  that  is  the  principal 
question,  1  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  1  wish  to  say  but  one 
word  upon  this  question,  i  think  the  |)rinciple 
involved  in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finani-.e  was  recognized  by  ilie  Senate 
some  three  or  four  weeks  ago  after  very  full  dis- 
cussion,and  the  Senate  very  firmly  adhered  toils 
position  in  opposition  to  the  opposite  position  as- 
sumed by  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  that 
was  wiien  the  liquor  tax  bill  was  before  the  Sen- 
ate. It  was  very  plausibly  argued  at  that  time 
that  if  we  increased  the  tax  on  liquor  thereafter 
to  be  manufactured  from  twenty  to  sixty  cents, 
it  would  inciease  the  price  of  that  then  in  the 
market.  The  Senate  said  we  had  nothing  to  do 
with  ihal;  the  liquor  in  the  market  had  already 
paid  its  lax;  and  therefore,  although  llie  liolderH 
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enjoyed  the  benefit  of  this  enlmncement  in  the 
price,  the  Senate  would  not  increase  the  tax  upon 
It.  Now,  on  the  faith  of  the  law  of  the  contract, 
goods  arein  the  bonded  warehouse;  the  money  has 
not  been  paid;  but  the  agreement  is  made — and  I 
think  no  Senator  can  question  the  construction 
that  the  Senator  from  Maryland  has  put  upon  the 
law — the  agreement  has  been  made  between  the 
Government  and  the  importer  that  the  goods  may 
be  taken  out  at  any  time  when  the  tax  is  paid, 
and  that  is  ascertained  when  the  goods  go  into  the 
warehouse.  Now,  can  we  turn  round  and  break 
faith?  1  think  it  is  a  stronger  case  than  that  which 
was  settled  by  the  Senate  three  or  four  weeks  ago. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  from  Indiana 
has  referred  to  tiie  case  that  occurred  a  few  weeks 
ago  when  we  refused  to  tax  liquor  on  hand.  I 
voted  with  the  Senator  on  that  occasion.  I  do 
not  remember  whether  I  assigned  the  reason  for 
my  vote  at  that  time  or  not;  but  1  am  free  to  say 
that  the  reason  which  mainly  governed  me  on 
that  occasion  was  the  essential  difficulty  of  en- 
forcingany  such  tax.  There  is  no  such  essential 
difficulty  on  the  present  occasion.  Therefore  the 
decision  of  the  Senate  on  that  occasion  in  the 
former  case,  certainly  so  far  as  I  was  a  party  to 
it,  cannot  in  any  respect  control  its  decision  now. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  TheSenator  from  Indiana 
seems  to  think  that  this  is  a  stronger  case  against 
imposing  the  duty  on  the  goods  in  bond  than  tlie 
case  was  the  other  day  against  imposing  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  spirits  on  hand.  I  understand 
that  there  is  quite  a  distinction.  On  the  goods  in 
bond  no  duties  in  fact  have  ever  been  paid.  The 
spirits  on  hand  had  paid  the  duty.  Tlie  party 
owning  them  had,  so  far  as  the  contract  against 
the  Government  is  concerned,  proceeded  at  least 
one  step  further.  He  had  actually  paid  the  duty 
to  the  Government.  But  with  regard  to  these 
goods  in  bond,  the  truth  is  they  have  never  paid 
any  duty;  and  there  is  a  reservation,  aprivilege  at 
anytime  to  take  them  out  of  the  country  without 
paying  any  duty.  I  do  not  regard  it  as  a  binding 
contract  on  the  part  of  the  Government;  and  I 
think  the  case  is  decidedly  stronger  in  favor  of 
imposing  duties  upon  goods  in  the  bonded  ware- 
house than  it  was  upon  the  whisky  on  hand. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  There  is  just  this  dif- 
ference, that  when  the  Government  received  from 
the  liquor  dealer  twenty  cents  for  the  privilege 
of  producing  the  article  she  d!d  not  say  she  would 
not  tax  that  again,  but 

Mr. DOOLITTLE.  Has  theGovernmentsaid 
to  the  importer  that  he  may  bring  in  his  goods 
and  put  them  in  bond  and  the  Government  will 
impose  no  more  duties  upon  them.? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  think  so,  sir.  I  was 
just  going  on  to  meet  the  very  suggestion  the 
Senator  has  made.  The  Government,  by  the  law 
and  the  contract,  says  to  the  importer,  when  he 
puts  tlie  goods  in  her  warehouse  and  agrees  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  warehousing,  that  he  may 
take  the  goods  out  of  the  warehouse  at  any  time 
that  he  pays  a  certain  amount.  What  amount? 
Not  an  amount  to  be  fixed  afterwards,  but  an 
amount  then  ascertained.  It  is  a  pledge,  it  is  an 
agreement  with  the  Government,  a  written  agree- 
ment which  the  Government  receives  from  the 
importer.  There  was  no  such  agreement,  ex- 
cept by  inference,  when  she  received  a  tax  of 
twenty  cents  a  gallon  on  liquor;  but  here  she 
makes  an  agreement  and  pledges  her  faith  by  con- 
tract that  she  will  add  nothing  more  to  it. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  have  the  statute  before 
me.     It  provides: 

"Tliiit  on  and  after  the  day  this  act  goes  Into  operation, 
the  duties  on  all  imported  goods,  wares,  or  niereliandise, 
shall  be  paid  in  cash:  Provided,  'i'liatiii  all  cases  of  failure 
or  neglect  to  pay  the  duties  within  the  period  allowed  Ity 
law  to  the  importer  to  make  entry  thereof,  or  whenever  the 
owner,  importer,  or  consign(;e,  shall  ijiake  entry  for  ware- 
housing the  same,  in  writing,  in  such  form  and  supported 
by  such  proof  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  shall  be 
taken  possession  of  by  the  collector  and  deposited  in  the 
public  stores,  or  in  other  stores  to  be  agreed  on  by  the  col- 
lector or  chief  revenue  officer  of  the  port  and  the  importer, 
owner,  or  consignee,  the  said  stores  to  be  secured  in  the 
manner  provided  forhy  the  first  section  of  the  actofthe20th 
day  of  April,  1818,  enlilled  <An  act  providing  for  the  deposit 
of  wines  and  distilled  spirits  in  public  warehouses,  and  for 
other  pur|)oses,'  there  to  be  kept  with  due  and  reasonable 
care,  at  the  charge  and  risk  of  the  owner,  importer,  con- 
signee, or  agent,  and  subject  at  all  times  to  their  order,  upon 
payment  of  the  proper  duties  and  expenses,  to  be  ascer- 
tained on  due  entry  thereof  for  warehousing,  and  to  be  se- 
cured by  a  bond  of  the  owner,  importer,  or  consignee,  with 
surety  or  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector,  in 


double  the  amount  of  the  said  duties,  and  in  such  form  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  prescribe:  Provided, 
That  no  merchandise  shall  be  withdrawn  from  any  ware- 
house in  which  it  may  be  deposited  in  a  less  quantity  than 
in  an  entire  package,  bale,  cask,  or  box,  unless  in  bulk; 
nor  shall  merchandise  so  imported  in  bulk  be  delivered, 
except  in  the  whole  quantity  of  each  parcel,  or  in  a  quan- 
tity not  less  than  one  ton  weight,  unless  by  special  author- 
ity of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And  in  case  the 
owner,  importer,  consignee,  oragentofany  goods  on  which 
the  duties  have  not  been  paid,  shall  give  t^  the  collector 
satisfactory  security  that  tlie  said  goods  shall  be  landed  out 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  in  the  manner  now 
reqiiireil  by  existing  laws  relating  to  cxportations  for  the 
benefit  of  drawback,  the  collector  and  naval  officer,  ifany, 
on  an  entry  to  reexport  the  same,  shall,  upon  payment  of 
the  appropriate  expenses,  permit  the  said  goods,  under  the 
inspection  of  the  proper  officers,  to  be  shipped  without  the 
payment  of  any  duties  thereon." 

I  understand  the  whole  effect  of  that  to  be  this: 
we  propose  to  the  importers  of  goods,  "  If  you 
will  bring  your  goods  and  put  them  into  ware- 
ho^use ,  y ou  shall  have  the  privilege  of  selling  them 
to  our  people  by  paying  the  duties  upon  them,  or 
you  may  take  them  abroad  without  paying  any 
duties."  Senators  suggest  that  the  bond  to  be 
given  is  double  the  amount  of  the  duties.  That 
is  very  true;  but  why  is  it  double  the  amount  of 
the  duties?  Because  the  Government  might  per- 
haps double  the  duties,  and  it  is  to  cover  that. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  It  is  a  penalty  to  secure  the 
payment  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  Mr.  President,  I  agree 
that  the  Government  has  no  right  to  violate  a  con- 
tract as  between  individuals;  but  as  between  the 
Government  and  these  importers  there  is  no  such 
contract  entered  into  binding  us  so  that  we  can- 
not impose  an  additional  duty  when  they  have 
not  paid  the  duties, and  it  is  at  their  option  to  re- 
export the  goods  at  any  time  without  paying 
any  duties  whatever.  It  seems  clear  to  me.  I 
may  be  mistaken.    Other  gentlemen  may  be  right. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  wish  to  read  the  form 
in  which  this  contractus  made: 

"And  subject  at  all  times  to  their  order,  upon  payment 
of  the  proper  duties  and  expenses,  to  be  ascertained  on  due 
entry  thereof  for  warehousing." 

The  duties  which  they  are  to  pay  are  to  be  as- 
certained when  they  bring  the  goods  into  ware- 
house. That  is  what  they  are  required  to  pay, 
and  nothing  but  that.     Let  me  read  it  again: 

"  And  subject  at  all  times  to  their  order,  upon  payment 
of  the  proper  duties  and  expenses,  to  be  ascertained  on  due 
entry  thereoffor  warehousing." 

The  duties,  then,  which  they  are  to  pay  are  the 
duties  ascertained  at  the  time  the  warehousing 
takes  place.  Now,  1  will  ask  gentlemen  to  test 
it  a  little.  Suppose  they  are  put  in  the  ware* 
house,  the  duties  ascertained,  and  a  penalty  bond 
given  for  double  the  amount,  and  then  we  reduce 
the  duties;  can  that  man  get  those  goods  out  by 
paying  a  different  duty  from  what  was  ascer- 
tained when  they  were  warehoused  ?    I  think  not. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  19,  nays  18;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Uarlile,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Cowan,  Davis,  Fessendim,  foster,  Henderson,  Hendricks, 
Johnson,  McDougall,  Morgan,  Ncsmith,  Powell,  Kiddle, 
Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  and  Willey — 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Conness,  Doolittle, 
Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
Lane  of  Kansas,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson — 18. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE,  As  1  understand  the  effect 
of  the  amendment  just  adopted,  the  amendment 
that  I  suggested  would  be  wholly  inapplicable. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  There  is  an- 
other amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
yet  to  be  acted  upon,  which  is  to  strike  out  the 
following  proviso  to  the  joint  resolution: 

Provided,  That  printing  paper,  unsized,  used  for  books 
and  newspapers  exclusively,  shall  be  exempted  from  the 
operation  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Let  us  have  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  amendrnent. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  will  state  precisely  why  I 
called  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  amendment.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  not  an  unimportant  question, 
it  is  a  tax  on  knowledge.  I  do  not  wish  to  go 
into  any  explanation  or  any  discussion  on  that 
question;  but  at  this  moment  in  all  the  countries 
where  the  taxes  arc  the  greatest  the  disposition  is 
to  abandon  the  taxes  on  knowledge;  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  at  this  moment,  when  we  arc  adding 


fifty  percent,  or  thirty-three  and  a  third  percent, 
to  the  taxes  of  the  country,  it  will  be  honorable 
to  this  country  that  it  does  not  increase  to  that 
extent  the  taxes  on  knowledge.  I  am  very  glad 
to  see  that  the  House  of  Representatives  did  by 
this  proviso  exempt  knowledge  from  any  addi- 
tional tax. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  The  reason  that  the  Senator 
suggests  in  opposition  to  striking  out  this  proviso, 
is  the  very  reason  why  we  should  vote  to  strike 
it  out.  I  think  the  surplus  of  knowledge  does 
us  great  injury  in  legislation  on  revenue  bills. 
[Laughter.]  1  am  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
proviso. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  21,  nays  16;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Carlile,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Con- 
ness, Cowan,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster, Grimes,  Hale,  Hen- 
derson, Hoyve,  Morgan,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Ten 
Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Harlan, 
Hendricks,  Howard,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  McDougall,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Riddle, 
Sunnier,  and  Willey — 16. 

So  the  amendment  was  tlgrced  to. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  As  this  is  a  very  import- 
ant bill,  and  as  the  Senate  is  very  thin,  I  move 
that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  trust  the  Senator  will 
withdraw  his  motion  and  allow  the  bill  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  then  we  can  have  an- 
other vote  on  the  main  question.  I  desire  to  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it  when  it  is  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  If  the  Senate  should  ad- 
journ now,  we  can  have  a  full  Senate  and  take  a 
vote  to-morrow.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  14,  nays  23;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Hale,  Henderson, 
Hendricks,  Howard,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Pomeroy,  Powell, 
Ramsey,  Riddle,  Sprague,  Sumner,  and  Wilkinson — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Conness,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Fos- 
ter, Grimes,  Harlan,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Mc- 
Dougall, Morgan,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle, 
Willey,  and  Wilson— 23. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  jointresolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
as  amended. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  question 
will  be  on  concurring  in  the  amendments  made  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Wiiole. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  desire  a  separate  vote  on 
the  first  amendment  fixing  the  rate  of  the  increased 
duties  at  thirty-three  and  one  third  per  cent. 

The  PRESIDENT  prolempore.  The  question 
will  be  taken  on  that  amendment  first.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  in  line 
four,  to  strike  out  the  word  "fifty"  and  insert 
"  thirty  three  and  a  third;"  and  upon  this  ques- 
tion the  yeas  and  nays  arc  demanded. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  will  state 
a  few  facts  in  regard  to  that  matter.  I  shall  not 
detain  the  Senate  long,  because  I  know  it  is  time 
to  adjourn;  but  I  deem  this  question  of  vital  im- 
portance, involving  a  very  large  interest  to  the 
Government. 

Several  Senators  seem  to  base  their  votes  for 
this  amendment  on  the  idea  that  the  increase  of 
taxation  in  the  revenue  bills  yet  to  be  passed  is 
not  to  be  over  thirty-three  or  fifty  per  cent.  So 
far  as  I  can  gather  from  conversation  with  mem- 
bers, I  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  make  about  the  same  percent- 
age of  increase  in  the  internal  taxes  and  the  duties 
on  imported  goods.  I  know  that  they  have  in 
fact  increased  the  internal  duties  from  sixty  to  one 
hundred  percent.  They  have  increased  the  income 
tax  from  three  to  five  percent.,  which  is  equivalent 
to  sixty-six  per  cent,  increase.  They  have  in- 
creased the  duty  on  manufactures  sixty-six  per 
cent.  Under  the  old  bill  they  paid  but  three  per 
cent.,  and  under  the  new  bill  they  pay  five  percenl. 
They  have  doubled  the  license  tax.  They  have 
increased  nearly  all  the  taxes,  as  Senators  will  re- 
member if  they  will  call  the  provisions  of  the 
House  bill  to  mind,  from  sixty  to  one  hundred 
percent.  I  cannot  now  call  to  mind  a  single  article 
on  which  the  increase  is  not  above  fifty  per  cent. 

If  they  should  apply  that  rule — and  we  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  they  will — to  the 
duties  on  iinported  goods,  they  cannot  increase 
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the  duties  nn  imporled  goods  less  tlian  fifty  per 
cent,  on  the  present  rales,  if  that  be  so,  1  ask 
Senators  whether  it  would  be  wise  to  encourage 
importutions  by  making  now  a  temporary  rate  of 
increase  less  than  the  permanent  rate  of  increase? 
As  soon  as  importers  satisfy  themselves  that  the 
rale  of  increase  we  are  now  imposing  is  less  than 
the  permanent  rate  of  increase,  they  will  urge 
forward  importations  during  the  sixty  days  al- 
lowed. The  consequence  will  be  that  you  will 
encourage  immediate  importation  in  order  to  avoid 
the  largely  increased  rales  of  the  new  tariff  act. 
The  very  purpose  of  this  resolution  is  to  prevent 
large  importations  to  avoid  the  increased  duties. 

1  do  not  think  an  increased  taxation  of  thirty- 
three  per  cent,  will  be  enough.  It  would  be 
enough  in  ordinary  times;  but  in  these  war  times, 
when  we  must  have  money,  I  do  not  believe  it 
will  be  enough.  I  do  not  think  the  Senate  ought 
to  decrease  ihe  rate  of  taxation  fixed  in  this  res- 
olution. 1  would  rather  increase  it  myself,  the 
House  having  fixed  it  at  fifty  per  cent.  That 
v.'ill  not  operate  burdensomely  upon  any  one. 
Nearly  all  the  imported  goods  that  are  used  in 
manufacturing  are  on  the  free  list  or  pay  but  a 
very  small  rale  of  duty.  For  instance,  wool  of 
the  cheaper  grades  pays  but  five  per  cent,  and 
the  increase  will  be  very  trivial. 

Nearly  all  the  articles  that  pay  a  high  rate  of 
duty  are  articles  of  luxury — silks,  wines,  and 
iiquors  of  various  kinds.  Coffee  pays  a  pretty 
high  rate  of  duty  now,  but  an  increase  of  fifty  per 
cent,  on  that  I  do  not  think  will  be  very  burden- 
some. The  great  body  of  the  people  are  using 
substitutes  for  coffee  even  under  the  present  law. 
The  consumption  of  coffee  has  very  much  fallen 
off;  but  that  is  an  exceptional  article.  Take 
wines,  silks,  and  spirits,  on  which  the  great  body 
of  the  import  duties  arc  levied.  An  increase  of 
fifly  per  cent,  on  them  will  not  be  burdensome, 
because  it  will  fall  on  people  who  are  perfectly 
able  to  pay  it. 

I  feel  very  much  interested,  therefore,  in  keep- 
ing the  rate  of  duly  at  fifly  per  cent.  If  it  is 
deemed  wise  to  except  those  goods  that  are  in 
warehouse,  [  do  not  care  much  about  that;  be- 
cause, in  my  judgment,  nearly  one  half  of  those 
goods  will  be  withdrawn  yesterday  and  to-day; 
and  if  you  gel  up  a  controversy  between  the  two 
Houses  on  this  rale  of  taxation,  all  of  them  will 
be  withdrawn  from  warehouse  and  it  will  not 
make  much  difference.  I  would  rather  pass  the 
resolution  to-day  as  a  revenue  measure  without 
any  amendment  whatever,  and  then  we  shall 
have  a  law  fixing  the  rate  of  increase,  and  we 
will  gel  some  benefit  from  it.  But  an  increase  of 
thirty-three  per  cent,  for  sixty  days,  without  ex- 
tending that  tax  to  goods  on  hand  in  bonded  ware- 
house, it  seems  to  n\e  is  not  so  great  an  object. 

Mt.  FESSENDEN.  Undoubtedly  there  are 
many  articles  u])on  which  the  rates  of  duty  in  the 
new  tariff  bill  will  not  only  be  fifly  per  cent,  but 
laiger.  There  is  no  question  about  that,  and  it 
is  so  fixed  in  the  present  internal  revenue  bill. 
But  the  S(!nate  will  reflect  that  there  are  many 
articles  imporled  which  do  not  come  in  competi- 
tion will]  ours  at  all,  which  we  do  not  manufac- 
ture in  this  country,  and  which  do  not  come 
within  the  internal  revenue  in  any  shape  or  form, 
and  upon  which  the  rate  of  duty  imposed  will 
operate  very  harshly.  It  was  with  reference  to 
all  tlio  articles  in  the  tariff  and  not  with  reference 
to  silks  and  wines  and  a  few  articles  on  which 
very  high  dutii-.s  may  be  imposed  that  the  reso- 
lution was  frtimed.  Take  the  article  of  silks,  for 
insttuicc.  The  internal  revenue  tax  applies  to 
only  one  (Siablishmenl,  I  believe,  in  the  whole 
country.  Take  the  foreign  liquors.  Theyareonly 
laxi  d  beeauwr  they  come  in  competition  with  our 
own  InpuHS  under  th(!  internal  revenue  bill,  but 
that  does  not  apf)ly  to  the  wines.  It  nppli(,>R  to 
Botne  kinds  of  spirituou.s  liquors  unquestionably. 

With  regard  to  the  article  of  silks,  that  will 
not  be  all'i^cti'd  much  any  way.  Are  Senators 
awnn;  that  within  a  very  few  years  since  we 
passed  our  lam  tariff  and  raised  the  duly  so  much, 
if  I  am  correctly  informed — I  have  not  examined 
the  .sulijc'ct  v(.'ry  closely,  bill  I  obtainiid  my  iii- 
foririiilion  at  the  Treasury  Department — the  im- 
poi'tatiouH  of  silks  iKive  falli'n  off  from  some  ten 
or  twelve  millions  annually  to  less  than  half  a' 
Diillio!!  r  And  yel  there  never  was  such  a  riuaiitity 
ofnilks  in  tlii.s  country  as  at  the  presetit  momiuit. 

Mr.  FOSTER.     If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 


the  amount  imporled  before  the  last  tariff  was 
over  thirteen  millions  a  year,  and  the  amount  im- 
ported during  the  year  ending  the  30lh  of  June, 
1862,  was  only  $300,000. 

IVlr.  FESSENDEN.  What  is  the  reason  of 
it.'  The  reason  is  that  we  liave  placed  our  du- 
ties so  high  that  all  the  silks  that  come  into  the 
country  come  in  by  smuggling.  They  go  to 
Canada.  "Shere  are  silks  enough  sent  to  Canada 
and  the  other  British  provinces  to  supply  a  pop- 
ulation of  fifteen  or  twenty  millions,  and  they 
come  into  this  country  over  the  line.  We  have 
got  to  legislate  on  that  subject  before  we  adjourn 
if  we  are  to  get  any  duties  on  silks.  We  get 
none  in  point  of  fact  at  this  present  moment,  and 
the  more  you  increase  the  duties  until  you  pass 
a  new  act,  the  less  revenue  you  will  get.  The 
argument  of  the  Senator  therefore  does  not  apply. 
All  these  things  are  to  be  considered.  If  his  ar- 
gument with  regard  to  the  internal  revenue  bill 
applied  to  all  the  articles  in  it,  it  would  be  con- 
clusive; but  because  it  applies  to  a  few  excep- 
tional articles  it  by  no  means  operates  to  the  ex- 
tent he  supposes. 

The  PRESIDENT  fro  tempore.  The  question 
is  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  llie  Whole,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays 
have  been  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeas  17,  nays  21;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Ciickalew,  Cl.irk,  Cowan,  Davis,  Fes- 
sendi'ii,  Foster,  Giiiiies,  IleiKlcisoii,  Hendricks,  Johnson, 
McDoiigall,  Morijun,  Pov/cll,  Riddle,  Ten  Eyck,  Van 
Winkle,  and  VVilley— 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Carlilc,  Chandler,  Collamer, 
Coiiness,  Doolitlle,  Foot,  Hale,  Uarlan,  Howard,  Howe, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Nesinith,  Pomeroy, 
ttanisey,  Sherman,  Spnigue,  Sumner,  Wilkinson,  and  Wil- 
son—21. 

So  the  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  question 
now  is  on  concurring  in  the  nextamendmentmade 
in  committee,  which  was  in  line  six,  after  the  word 
"■imported"  toinsert  the  following  words:  "  from 
foreign  countries,  except  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise, and  articles  now  in  the  public  stores  or 
bonded  warehouse.". 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  hope  now,  since  the  first 
amendment  was  not  concurred  in,  that  we  will 
pass  the  resolution  as  it  came  to  us  from  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  SUMNER  and  Mr.  HALE.     I  hope  so. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  ciwinot  vote  for  that  ex- 
ception. By  voting  for  that  exception  I  vote  to 
exonerate  and  exempt  from  the  increased  taxation 
goods  which  are  now  bonded  and  in  warehouses 
in  New  York  and  other  places  of  importation. 
Upon  what  principle  of  justice  or  equality  is  it 
that  gentlemen  ask  us  to  exempt  the  goods  which 
are  now  bonded  and  in  warehouse.'  Is  not  this 
an  immediate  and  inevitable  result  of  the  exemp- 
tion that  it  produces  an  increase  of  the  price  of 
the  value  of  those  goods  thus  in  bond  proportion- 
ate to  the  increase  of  duties  which  we  impose  upon 
goods  which  are  not  yet  entered  and  which  iriay 
be  in  transitu  with  a  view  to  be  introduced  into 
the  country.''  In  other  words,  it  strikes  ine  that 
by  voting  for  this  exception  I  give  a  premium  to 
the  owners  of  the  bonded  goods  amounting  to 
about  the  sum  by  which  we  increase  the  duties 
upon  goods  tiot  yet  imported  or  bonded.  1  can- 
not agree  to  do  any  such  thing.  I  sec  no  justice 
in  ii.  I  do  not  know  what  amount  of  goods  there 
are  in  bond  in  the  United  Slates  at  present,  and 
I  would  thank  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  F'inance,  if  he  has  that  information,  to 
lay  it  befori^  the  Senate,  so  that  the  public  may 
inake  an  estimate  or  at  least  an  approxiination 
of  tiie  amount  of  this  premium  which  we  are  about 
to  put  into  the  pockets  of  the  owners  of  the  bonded 
goods  in  the  shape  of  an  increased  price. 

Most  of  these  goods,  if  I  understand  it  prop- 
erly, are  owned  by  Etiglish  and  French  importers, 
and  probably  the  larger  share  of  them  are  owned 
by  English  merchants.  I  do  not  feel  ambitious 
at  this  time  to  give  English  merchants  and  Eng- 
lish capitalists  a  premium  for  bringing  theirgoods 
here.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  paying  Eng- 
lish merclianis  such  a  comf)limenl  as  this,  while 
they  and  ihiMrGovernment  from  the  beginning  of 
this  war  to  the  |)rescnt  time  have  shown  every 
disposition  shortof  actual  hostility  to  iuinoy  and 
emnarrass  the  GovernmiMit  of  my  couniry.  I  will 
not  pay  them  lor  tlii.s  insult,  and  1  do  not  believe 
the  Senate  will  reward  thcni  for  their  injuries  to 


us.  I  put  it  upon  this  ground  ,  that  by  making  this 
exemption  we  put  a  premium  into  the  pockets  of 
the  nwners  of  foreign  goods  now  in  bond  within 
the  United  States,  a  premium  of  fifty  per  cent., 
according  to  liie  terms  of  this  joint  resolution.  1 
ask  those  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chamber  who  claim  to  be  Democrats,  and  who 
are  so  fond  of  equality  in  the  laws,  whether  it  is 
entirely  consistent  with  their  professions  to  pay 
such  a  premium  as  this,  not  in  the  main  to  our 
own  countrymen,  which  would  be  less  objection- 
able, but  to  those  whose  sympathies  are  all  against 
us,  and  who  will  laugh  in  ihetr  sleeves  at  the  Dem- 
ocratic simplicity  that  shall  undertake  to  justify 
such  a  measure  as  this. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Mr.  President,  there  is 
such  a  word  as  public  faith  often  used  and  quite 
as  frequently  abused.  It  is  not  exactly  true,  as 
is  assumed  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  that 
the  importers  in  the  United  States  are  either 
Frenchmen  or  Englishmen  in  the  major  part.  We 
have  large  commercial  cities,  and  we  import  our 
merchandise  from  abroad,  and  we  did  it  long  be- 
fore this  Republic  was  established.  They  are 
our  own  people  who  conduct  this  business  in 
Boston,"  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  San 
Francisco,  if  you  please,  and  the  other  importing 
cities  of  the  Union.  When  they  have  occasion 
to  order  the  merchandise  of  Europe  or  of  Asia, 
if  you  please,  they  are  supposed  to  understand 
the  law  as  it  then  exists  and  what  will  be  the  tax 
in  the  ports  of  this  country  upon  the  merchandise 
they  import.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  pub- 
lic faith  pledged  to  them  that  when  they  purchase 
goods  abroad,  investing  their  own  fortunes  in  the 
enterprise,  that  they  may  introduce  them  into  our 
ports  according  to  the  laws  as  they  exist  at  the 
time  they  act  in  the  first  instance;  and  therefore 
it  has  been  the  practice  of  this  Government  in 
changing  revenue  laws  to  allow  not  only  for  goods 
in  warehouse,  but  for  goods  in  transit  a  period 
fortheirarrival,so  that  the  importer  in  good  faith 
shall  not  be  damaged  by  achange  of  law  between 
the  time  when  the  goods  are  shipped  from  abroad 
and  the  time  they  arrive  at  the  home  ports.  Such 
has  been  the  practice  of  this  Government  in  the 
change  of  its  revenue  laws,  and  such  is  good  pub- 
lic faith. 

The  merchant  who  purchases  in  Liverpool  or 
in  Manchester  or  in  Havre,  or  in  any  foreign  port, 
always  purchases  With  reference  to  the  amount 
of  tax  assessed  upon  him  if  he  intends  to  sell  his 
merchandise  in  our  country.  He  may  bring  it 
here  simply  to  send  to  the  South  American  ports, 
or  other  ports,  which  isa.small  portion  of  our  im- 
portations; but  if  he  intends  to  sell  at  home  he 
contracts  for  the  tariff  upon  the  merchandise  as 
much  as  he  does  upon  the  price  in  the  market  of 
purchase.  His  merchandise  conies  here.  Five 
hundred  ships  are  afloat  to-day  bringing  the  mer- 
chandise of  all  Pi"""t-s  of  the  world  to  the  ports  of 
the  Republic.  To  the  amountof  taxation  on  that 
merchandise  arriving  in  our  ports  it  is  proposed 
now,  while  those  vesselsare  in  transit,  to  add  fifty 
per  cent.  They  have  the  right,  as  it  is  assumed 
they  understood  the  law,  to  introduce  that  mer- 
chandise if  it  is  in  transit,  and  much  more  so  if 
it  be  in  warehouse,  for  that  is  an  exact  contract, 
because  the  faith  of  the  Government  is  pledged 
to  its  being  introduced  into  our  ports  upon  the 
terms  existing  at  the  tiine  they  ordered  or  shipped 
it  from  the  foreign  port.     That  haslieen  the  rule. 

For  myself,  sir,  1  think  that  this  is  an  assault 
upon  all  the  commercial  bodies  and  interests  of 
the  couniry.  It  is  an  assault  upon  every  Ameri- 
can importer,  and  waging  a  battle  in  favor  of  cer- 
tain local  home  interests  as  against  our  com- 
mercial interests.  We  are  a  manufacturing  and 
we  are  a  commercial  people;  we  construct  labrics 
;U  hoineand  we  import  fabrics  from  abroad;  and 
we  have  thought  that  the  competition  between 
foreign  productions  and  our  own  productions  was 
a  legiiimaleand  healthy  one.  This  kinil  of  legis- 
lation will  aim  a  sudden  blow  at  vast  interests, 
and  in  my  judgment  will  nun  thousands  of  our 
largest  merchants;  it  will  be  an  act  of  injustice 
and  a  breach  of  public  faith. 

The  PRESIDh^NT  pro  tempore.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  concuriing  in  the  amendment  made  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FO.STERcalled  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  wire  orihred;and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  ]<),  nays  IS);  as  follows: 

YEAS— McKsirs.  lluckalew,  Carlile,  Clark,  Collamer, 
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Cowan,  DuviSjFessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Henderson,  Hend- 
ricks, Johnson,  McDougall,  Morgan,  Powoll,  Eiddle,  Ten 
E)ck,Vnn  Winkle,  and  VVilley— 19. 

N AYiS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Conness,  Doolittle, 
Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
Lane  of  Kansas,  Nesinlth,  Ponieroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman, 
Spraguc,  Sunmcr,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson — 19. 

So  the  amendraent  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  next 
amendment  made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  to  strike  out  the  following  proviso: 

Pro tiiifcrf,  That  printing  paper  unsized j  used  for  books  and 
newspapers  exclusively,  shall  be  exemptfrom  the  operation 
of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  occa- 
sion to  send  the  resolution  back  to  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Let  us  finish  it  to-night  by- 
taking  it  just  as  it  is. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  beg  to  suggest  that  as 
the  Senate  have  now  refused  to  concur  in  either 
of  those  amendments,  it  will  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, unless  you  do  gross  injusticey»to  put  on 
some  amendment  like  that  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Doolittle.]  There 
is  a  disposition  to  put  on  such  a  provision  there, 
as  I  understand;  but  if  we  concur  in  the  resolu- 
tion just  as  they  sent  it  here,  it  will  be  impossible 
to  do  that.  I  hope,  therefore,  this  proviso  will 
bo  left  out  and  such  a  clause  as  that  inserted  in 
its  place. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn.     [^'  Oh  no."] 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  beg  the  Senate  to  let 
us  dispose  of  the  subject  to-night. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  1  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  v/ere  ordered. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  1  voted  for  this  amend- 
ment, and  I  concurred  in  it  in  committee;  but  it 
•is  a  small  matter;  the  duties  on  paper  imported 
•will  be  but  very  slight,  and  I  would  not  delay  this 
resolution  a  day  by  sending  it  back  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  that  account. 

Ml-.  CONNESS.     And  besides,  it  is  a  matter , 
■that  will  soon  be  corrected. 

Mr.  FOSTER.     I  am  willing  to  withdraw  the 
'  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  call  can 
only  be  witlidi'awn  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  think  we  had  better 
put  on  a  provision  like  that  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin. 

Several  Senators.  It  can  be  moved  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  If  it  be  moved  as  an  ad- 
dition and  be  adopted,  the  resolution  must  then 
go  back  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  hope, 
therefore,  the  Senate  will  adhere  to  its  position 
in  regard  to  this  matter  and  leave  off  this  proviso. 
["  No, no."]  We  will  try  it.  1  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  striking  out  the  proviso. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  yeas  and 
nays  have  been  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  13,  nays  24;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Carlile,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Cowan,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Henderson,  Johnson, 
Morgan,  Ten  Eyck,  and  Van  Winkle— 13. 

NAYS— i\Iessrs.  Buckalew,  Chandler,  Conness,  Doo- 
little, Foot,  Hale,  Harlan,  Hendricks,  Howard,  Howe, 
Xane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  MeDougall,  Nesniilh, 
I'ouieroy,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Riddle,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  and  Wilson— 24. 

So  the  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

.Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  offer  the  following 
amendment  as  a  proviso: 

^iid  jironded  further.  That  in  cases  where  contracts  or 
agreements  may  have  been  made  lor  the  saleor  delivery  of 
some  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  now  in  llio  pub- 
lie' stores  or  boiulud  warehouse,  or  on  shii)board  in  course 
of  importation,  on  which  increased  or  additional  duties  are 
by  this  act  impos.  d,  wliich  contracts  or  agreements  may 
liave  been  made  wiih  no  reference  to  such'  additional  du- 
ties, every  piTson  who.^lKill  have  made  or  entered  into  such 
conlrtictor  agreement  shall  he  and  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  add  so  much  money  as  will  be  equiva- 
lent to  the  increased  or  ad<!ilional  duty  hereby  imposed  to 
■the  price  thereof,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  sue  for  and  re- 
cover llic  same  accordingly. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  should  like  to  know  what 
power  Congress  has  to  adopt  any  provision  of 
,that  sort.  Parliament  does  it  because  Parliament 
is  onmipotenl;  but  how  the  Congress  of  the 
Uniled  Stales  can  make  a  contract  between  two 
individuals  is  moi-e  than  I  can  comprehend.  The 
amendment  supposes  that  importers  have  con- 
itvactcd  to  .sell  Uic  goodt)  in  bond  or  on  sliipboakd 


for  a  certain  price.  The  contract,  therefore,  is  a 
contract  between^those  two  parties  for  that  price; 
the  purchaser  is  entitled  to  his  goods  upon  pay- 
ing that  money;  and  now  we  propose  to  say  that 
the  purchaser  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  goods 
on  payment  of  that  money,  but  he  shall  pay  so 
much  more.  If  vPe  can  do  it  to  the  extent  of 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  duties  paid  we  can  do  it  to 
any  extent.  If  w?  want,  as  we  do  want,  to  raise 
money,  why  can  we  not  say  that  he  shall  pay 
one  hundred  percent.,  two  hundred  per  cent.? 

The  honorable  member  is  mistaken,  as  I 
think,  in  applying  analogically,  so  to  speak,  legis- 
lation of  this  sort  in  England  to  our  institutions. 
We  are  governed  by  a  Constitution  which  gives 
to  us  only  certain  delegated  powers.  The  au- 
thority of  the  Parliament  is  supreme.  As  it  has 
been  said,  they  can  do  anything  but  make  a  man 
a  woman  or  a  woman  a  man.  But  I  should  like 
to  know  of  the  Senate  under  what  one  of  the 
powers  conferred  upon  this  Government  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  has  the  authority  to 
alter  a  contract  entered  into  between  individual 
citizens. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  shall  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Senate  by  going  into  a  discussion 
of  this  question.  My  own  opinion  is  very  clear 
that  while  to  the  States  certain  things  are  forbid- 
den by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  very 
large  powers  are  expressly  given  to  this  Govern- 
ment over  the  whole  subject  of  contracts.  We 
are  authorized,  if  we  please,  to  make  a  uniform 
law  of  bankruptcy,  absolving  men-from  their  con- 
tracts. We  are  authorized  to  coin  money  and 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  which  is  to  be  thestand- 
ard  in  which  debts  are  to  be  paid.  We  have  as- 
sumed the  power  to  make  our  notes  legal  tender 
instead  of  coin,  which  the  governments  of  the 
States  Cannot  do.  Over  this  whole  question  of 
contract  we  have  power.  I  speak  of  power,  not 
of  what  we  may  rightfully  do.  It  is  a  question 
addressed  to  the  conscience  of  the  Government 
as  to  what  we  ought  to  do  under  given  circum- 
stances, not  a  question  of  constitutional  power, 
for  I  do  not  see  the  difficulty  there. 

I  say  on  this  particular  matter  as  to  contracts, 
this  Government  is  clothed  with  a  power  that  the 
State  governments  do  not  possess.  The  State 
governments  cannot  pass  a  bankrupt  law  that  will 
release  men  from  their  contracts,  and  this  Gov- 
ernment can.  That  is  the  difference;  but  I  will 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate.  For  my  part, 
I  think  there  ought  to  be  some  provision  of  this 
kind;  but  if  the  Senate  refuses  to  adopt  it,  so  far 
as  my  own  conscience  is  concerned,  I  am  clear. 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  hope  this  amendment  will 
be  voted  dowtr  in  order  that  the  resolution  now 
may  be  passed  without  having  to  go  back  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  I  think  that  as  far 
as  any  legislative  body  ought  to  go  in  the  direc- 
tion of  this  amendment  would  be  to  compel  the 
purchaser  to  pay  the  additional  duty  in  case  he 
insisted  on  the  specific  performance  of  the  con- 
tract; and  that  I  take  to  be  the  law.  If  the  pur- 
chaser comes  to  the  vender  and  says,  "  I  insist 
that  you  shall  specifically  perform  that  contract 
and  deliver  me  the  good's  as  you  contracted  to 
do,"  the  vender  ought  to  have  the  right  to  say, 
■'  I  will  do  so  if  you  pay  the  additional  tax;"  but 
if  the  purchaser  refuses  to  pay  the  tax,  the  con- 
tract ought  to  be  taken  as  rescinded.  That  would 
be  fair,  but  this  would  be  eminently  unjust. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  It  is  exercising  the  same 
pov/cr  precisely. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  think  there  is  a  little 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, and  somewhat  of  a  mistake  on  the  part  of 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  This  is  undoubt- 
edly a  question  of  power,  the  power  to  make  be- 
tween two  citizens  a  contract  to  which  they  have 
never  consented;  and  I  believe  that  in  no  book  I 
have  read  has  it  ever  been  said  that  a  contract 
could  bo  made  without  a  subject-matter  and  two 
contracting  parties.  But  power  being  sufficient 
can  accomplish  anything.  The  power  of  the 
Almighty  set  in  motion  the  vast  machinery  of  the 
universe.  What  the  power  of  the  Federal  Con- 
gress is  might  be  a  matter  of  discussion.  I  do 
not  think  they  have  the  power  to  make  a  contract 
between  two  parties  who  do  not  conscntas  to  the 
subject-matter  of  the  contract;  but  there  is  a  power 
hero,  and  in  that  tlie  vScnntor  from  Wisconsin  is 
right,  there  is  the  military  power,  and  some  say 
that   military    power  is  the   Government,   and 


through  the  machinery  and  the  force  that  they 
exert  they  may  carry  this  out,  but  it  cannot  be 
done  by  any  form  of  law  known  to  legislation. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin. 

The  yeas  and  nays  ^yere  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  4,  nays  33;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Doolittle,  Fessendsn,  Grimes,  and  "Van 
Winkle— 4. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthonv,  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Conness,  Cowan,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale, 
Harlan,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Morgan, 
Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Riddle,  Sherman, 
Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wilkinson,  VVilley,  and 
Wilson— 33. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, and  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Powell  and  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  rose. 

Mr.  POWELL.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution.     ["  Oh  no."] 

Mr.  TEN  EYCK.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion, but  having  voted  for  the  amendments,  all  of 
which  have  been  rejected,  I  rose  to  call  for  the 
■yeas  and  nays  that  I  might  record  my  vote  on 
the  resolution  itself. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  30,  nays  8;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Carlile, Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer, Conness,  Cowan,  Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harlan,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Ram- 
sey, Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle, 
Wilkinson,  Willey,  and  Wilson— 30. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Davis,  Fessenden,  Hen- 
dricks, Johnson,  McDougall,  Powell,  and  Riddle— 8. 

So  the  joint  resolution  was  passed. 

INSPECTORS  OF  CUSTOMS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  amendmentof  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  the  bill  (S.  No.  66)  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  inspectors  of  customs  in  certain  ports. 
The  amendment,  which  was  to  add  to  the  bill  "  but 
the  increase  hereby  authorized  shall  not  extend 
beyond  July  1,  1865,"  was  concurred  in. 

HOUSE  BILL  REFERRED. 
The  joint  resolution  (No.  69)  for  the  payment 
of  volunteers  called  out  for  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred days  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  i-eferred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  move  now  to  take  up  the 
bank  h'Al  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  its  place  on 
the  Calendar. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  That  bill  m 
now  before  the  Senate,  having  been  laid  aside 
temporarily  for  the  consideration  of  the  joint  res- 
olution just  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  April  28,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 

by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  W.  H.  Channing. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  imanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  communication  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  recommending  the  payment 
to  the  New  York  Indians  of  $1,641  70  under  the 
treaty  of  January,  1838;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
primed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

COMMITTEE  DISCHARGED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAILY,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  application  of  citiztnis  of  Wrights- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  in  reference  to  damages  sus- 
tained during  the  rebel  raid  in  the  summer  of 
1863;  and  the  petitioners  were  allowed  to  with- 
draw their  petition  and  documents. 

INSTRUCTION  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  PATTERSON,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Coniiiiittee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
reported  back  a  bill  (S.  No.  26)  to  provide  forthe 
public  instruction  of  the  youth  m  primary  schools 
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throiigliout  llie  county  of  Washington,  in  tlie  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  without  the  limits  of  the  cities 
of  Washington  and  Georgetown;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  recoinniiited  to  tiie  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

ORPHANS  IN  TUE  DISTKICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, introduced  a  bill  to  authorize  the  bailiffof  the 
orphans'  court,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  serve  process  issued 
by  said  court,  and  for  other  purposes;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 
INTERNAL  REVENUE  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Comtnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tlie 
Union  upon  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Washburne,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  special  order,  be- 
ing the  internal  revenue  bill,  commencing  with 
reserved  section  one  hundred  and  seventy. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  move  to  amend  section 
one  hundred  and  seventy,  in  line  seven,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "  or"  after  the  word  "  district" 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "and  to 
any  assistant  assessors  of  the  United  States,  or," 
so  as  to  provide  that  the  Commissioner  shall  sup- 
ply the  assistant  assessors,  as  well  as  the  collect- 
ors and  assessors,  with  a  suitable  amount  of 
stamped  vellum,  parchment,  &c.  This  amend- 
ment will  render  section  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  unnecessary. 

Tlie  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  now  move  to  strike  out 
section  one  hundred  and  fifty-two,  that  section 
being  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  amendment 
we  have  just  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to  insert  the 
following  section  in  place  of  the  section  which 
has  just  been  stricken  out: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
record  any  instrument,  docninent,  or  paper  required  by  law 
to  be  stamped,  unless  the  proper  stamp  shall  have  been  af- 
fixed, and  the  record  of  any  such  instrument  upon  which 
tlie  proper  stamp  shall  not  have  been  affixed  shall  be  ut- 
terly void  and  shall  not  be  used  in  evidence. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  am  also  instructed  by  the 
committee  to  offer  an  additional  section,  the 
proper  place  for  which  is  on  page  53,  just  before 
the  heading  "  spirits,  ale,  and  porter.''  The  sec- 
tion is  as  follows: 

^nd  he  it  fnrllier  enacted,  That  all  assessors  and  their 
assistant  assessors,  all  collectors  and  their  deputies,  and 
nil  inspectors,  arc  hereby  authorized  to  administer  oaths 
ami  take  evidence  touching  any  part  of  the  administration 
of  this  law  with  which  they  are  respectively  charged,  and 
wliere  such  oaths  and  evidence  arc  by  law  authorized  to 
to  be  taken  ;  and  any  perjury  therein  shall  be  punished  in 
like  manner  and  to  the  same  degree  as  in  cases  of  perjury 
committed  in  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORR,ILL.  In  order  to  perfect  section 
one  hundred  and  seventy  there  should  be  inserted 
after  the  word  "assessor"on  line  twelve  the  words 
"Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  United  States;"  so 
that  it  will  read: 

Sec.  170.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  in  any  collec- 
tion district  where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue,  tin;  facilities  for  the  procurement  and 
distribution  of  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  and 
adhesive  stamps,  are  or  shall  he  insufficient,  the  (Jommis- 
Kioner,  as  aforesaid,  is  authorized  to  furnish,  supply,  and 
deliver  to  the  collector  nml  assessors  of  any  such  district, 
or  any  postmaster,  a  suitable  quantity  or  amount  of  stampi.'d 
vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  and  adhesive  stamps,  witliout 
prepayment  therefor,  and  shall  allow  the  highest  rate  of 
commissions  allowed  by  law  to  any  other  parties  purchas- 
ing the  same,  and  may  in  advance  require  of  any  such  col- 
lector, assessor.  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  United  titates, 
or  postmaster  a  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  an  amount 
equal  to  the  value  of  any  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  or 
paper,  and  adhesive  stamps  which  may  he  placed  in  his 
naiids  and  remain  unaccounted  for,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  return,  wlieiievcr  so  required,  of  all  qiiaiititirs  or 
nmiiuntH  undisposed  of,  ami  for  the  payment,  monthly,  of  all 
quantitiesoramounts,eold  or  not,  remaining  on  liand,  &c. 

Tlie  aniendiTient  was  agreed  to. 

TiicCHAlRMAN.  The  next  subject  reserved 
was  section  one  hundred  and  si.x,  in  regard  to 
bnnks. 


Mr.  FARNS  WORTH.  I  move  to  add  to  that 
section  tli«  following  provisos: 

Provided,  That  every  person  and  every  bank,  associa- 
tion, or  corporation  issuing  notes, bills, or  other  obligations 
calculated  or  intended  to  circulate  as  money,  unless  thereto 
authorized  by  act  of  Congress,  shall  pay  a  duty  of  one 
foiirih  of  one  per  cent,  each  month  on  the  amount  of  such 
notes,  bills,  or  other  obligations  so  issued  by  said  person, 
hank,  association,  or  corporation,  or  which  liaving  been 
issued  shall  remain  in  circulation;  and  shall,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  each  and  every  month,  make  and  deliver  to  the 
assessor  of  the  district  in  which  such  bank,  association,  or 
corporation  may  be  located,  or  in  which  such  person  may 
reside,  a  true  and  accurate  return  of  the  amount  of  notes, 
bills,  or  other  obligations  so  issued,  whether  in  circulation 
or  in  its  vaults,  or  elsewhere  in  possession  or  on  deposit, 
and  shall  annex  to  every  such  return  a  declaration,  with 
the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such  person,  or  of  the  president 
or  cashier  of  such  bank,  association,  or  corporation,  in  such 
form  and  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue,  that  the  same  contains  a  true  and 
faithful  statement  of  the  amount  of  circulation  as  afore- 
said; and  shall  delivera'copy  of  said  return  to  the  collector 
of  the  district  in  which  said  person  resides,  or  in  which  the 
said  bank,  association,  or  corporation  is  located;  and  shall, 
within  ten  days  from  the  first  Monday  in  each  and  every 
month,  pay  to  said  collector  the  said  duty  of  one  fourth  of 
one  percent,  on  the  amount  so  returned;  and  for  any  neg- 
lect to  render  or  make  such  return  and  payment  as  afore- 
said, every  such  person,  bank,  association,  or  corporation 
shall  pay  a  penalty  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  notes, 
bills,  or  other  obligations  issued  as  aforesaid,  which  amount 
shall,  in  default  of  the  proper  return,  be  estimated  by  the 
assessor,  upon  the  best  information  he  can  obtain;  and 
every  such  penalty  may  be  recovered  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  :  Jind 
provided  further.  That  after  six  months  from  the  passage 
of  this  act  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person,  banlc,  asso- 
ciation, or  corporati<ni  to  issue  or  circulate  notes  or  other 
obligations  designed  or  calculated  to  circulate  as  money 
unless  authorizod  thereto  by  act  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  is  a  bill  already  pending  in  the  House, 
and  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that 
if  he  strikes  out  that  feature  of  this  amendment 
which  excepts  notes  issued  by  banks  established 
under  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress,  it  would 
relieve  the  difficulty. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understands 
that  this  is  not  the  same  bill  that  is  pending  before 
the  House;  but  if  it  were,  the  Chair  does  not  know 
of  any  rule  that  would  prevent  its  being  oiTered 
as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     It  has  been  so  decided. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  does  not 
arise  in  this  case,  as  the  amendment  is  not  the 
same  as  the  bill  pending  in  the  House.  The  bill 
has  been  altered  in  several  particulars. 

Mr.  RICE.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Is  this 
one  of  the  .sections  passed  over  with  the  under- 
standing that  it  should  be  reserved.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.     It  is. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  is  one  of  the  sections 
which  was  reserved  by  the  committee  for  future 
consideration. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  principal  object 
of  my  amendment  is  to  compel  the  State  banks 
to  withdraw  their  circulation  from  the  country. 
The  bill  which  I  offer  as  an  amendment  is  sub- 
stantially, although  I  have  made  some  alterations 
in  it,  pending  before  the  House.  I  have  modified 
it  by  inserting  a  provision  to  require  these  banks 
to  pay  one  fourth  of  one  percent.,  not  only  upon 
the  motley  which  they  have  issued  during  the 
month,  but  upon  their  circulatiori  which  may 
iiave  been  issued  and  is  still  out  in  circulation. 

Mr.  BROOMALL.  Will  thegentlemanallow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question.' 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  have  only  five  min- 
utes, and  cannot  yield. 

Now,  sir,  in  reference  to  this  matter  I  appeal  to 
every  member  upon  this  floor  from  the  West  to 
aid  me  in  incorporating  this  aineiulment  into  the 
bill.  There  is  no  member  upon  this  floor  from 
any  one  of  the  western  States,  1  apprehend,  who 
does  not  know  very  well  that  his  constituents  are 
suffering  from  the  shinplaster  concerns  of  the 
country — the  rotten  State  banks  which  are  flood- 
ing the  country  with  shinplasters. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Will  the  gentleman  tell  us  why 
the  West? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  will  tell  the  gentle- 
man why  the  West.  Becauscevery  rotten  bank 
which  is  established  in  New  England  or  New 
York  or  anywhere  in  the  eastern  country  sends 
its  shinplasters  to  the  western  country  for  the 
[lurchase  of  the  produce  of  the  western  States. 

Mr.  ODELL.  We  have  no  such  institutions 
ill  New  York. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.    In  Illinois  we  have 


had  periodically  once  from  every  two  to  five  years 
a  general  smash  of  all  the  bank  circulation  of  that 
State,  not  only  of  the  circulation  of  the  banks  of 
that  State  but  of  the  circulation  of  the  banks  of 
other  States. 

Now,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Mor- 
rill] who  is  so  scrupulous  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter of  maintaining  the  credit  of  the  Government 
and  inducing  the  sale  of  United  States  bonds 
for  the  establishment  of  United  States  banks  will 
certainly  join  tiie  in  curtailing  the  circulation  of 
the  State  banks  of  the  country.  The  provision 
that  I  have  drawn  provides  that  all  banks  which 
are  not  authorized  by  act  of  Congress  shall  with- 
draw their  circulation  in  six  months. 

It  may  be  said  by  some  gentlemen  that  that  is 
too  soon.  I  think  not.  I  think  that  half  a  year  is 
long  enough  for  any  one  of  these  banks  to  with- 
draw its  circulation — too  long  altogether  for  the 
people,  too  long  for  the  country.  I  wish  my- 
self they.couid  be  compelled  to  withdraw  their 
circulation  in  a  month.  If  we  wish  to  maintain 
'the  credit  of  the  Government,  if  we  must  have 
banks,  as  we  must  undoubtedly  have  during  the 
war,  let  us  have  sound  banks;  let  us  have  a  bank 
currency  that  will  be  recognized  in  the  next  town 
when  we  start  from  home — a  currency  that  will 
be  recognized  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Bos- 
ton, New  Orleans,  Chicago,  or  any  other  part  of 
the  United  States.  In  the  remote  West — indeed 
not  in  the  remote  West,  but  in  Illinois,  in  Mich- 
igan, in  Indiana,  in  Wisconsin,  in  Iowa — in  the 
multiplicity  of  bank  issues  whicli  flood  the  coun- 
try there,  the  question  as  to  the  solvency  of  the 
bank,  as  to  where  the  bank  is  located,  and  espe- 
cially now  when  the  banks  are  not  required  to  re- 
deem with  gold  and  silver,  is  lost  sight  of. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  oppose  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  The  gentietnan 
boldly  avows  that  the  object  is  to  suppress  State 
banks.  He  must  know  that  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  have  held  that  the  States  have  a 
perfect  right  to  create  these  banks;  and  where  is 
the  power  in  Congress  to  suppress  them.'  The 
gentleman  appeals  to  the  members  from  the  west- 
ern States  on  account  of  alleged  objections  to  their 
local  banks.  He  knows  that  the  people  of  those 
States  can  have  banks  or  not  as  they  see  fit;  and 
their  Legislatures  are  the  bodies  to  carry  out  the 
will  of  their  people.  It  is  not  the  province  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  destroy  State  banking 
institutions.  If  it  be  true  that  in  certain  States 
the  people  wish  to  suppress  the  State  banks, 
should  they  come  hereand  suppress  also  the  banks 
in  other  States  where  the  people  are  better  satis- 
fied with  their  State  banks  than  with  the  proposed 
so-called  national  banks.' 

The  State  banks  are  by  the  bill  without  this 
amendment  taxed  on  their  de|iosits  one  eighth  ot 
one  percent,  every  six  months,  and  on  their  cap- 
ital one  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  every  six  months. 
They  are  also  subject  to  all  taxation  in  the  States 
for  State  and  municipal  purposes,  while  the  na- 
tional banks  are  exempted  from  State  and  muni- 
cipal taxation.  Sir,  this  effort  to  crush  the  State 
banks  will  not  strengthen  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
erninent.  It  will  create  dissatisfaction  beyond 
anytliing  that  has  occurred  in  legislation,  and  in- 
jure and  derange  the  business  of  the  country.  I 
beg  leave  to  read  a  letter  from  the  superintendent 
of  banking  in  the  State  of  New  York,  a  Repub- 
lican official,  dated  19th  April. 

The  letter  was  read,  as  follows: 

Bane  Department,  Albany,  April  19,  1864. 
To  the  Editors  of  the  Evening  Post : 

In  several  recent  issues  of  your  paper  I  have  observed  that 
you  ascribe  the  present  inflation  of  the  currency  to  the  cir- 
culation of  the  State  banks.  As  you  make  no  exception  in 
regard  to  the  hanksof  this  State,  it  is  a  liiir conclusion  that 
you  embrace  them  in  your  censure;  and  in  this  spirit  you 
call  upon  Congress  "to  tax  out  of  existence  the  State  bank 
paper  xohicli  has  caused  this  present  iujialwn."  I  look  upon 
it  as  not  a  little  singular  that,  in  journals  of  conceded  fair- 
ness, this  inflation  is  ascribed  solely  to  the  currency  issued 
by  State  banks.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  stands 
confessedly  at  the  fountain-head  of  irredeemable  paper, 
lie  Issues  hundreds  of  millions  in  "greenbacks,"  in  legal 
tender,  in  Treasury  certificates,  and  in  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness. 

In  addition,  nearly  all  the  currency  that  can  be  furnished 
by  the  "  national  banks"  is  borrowed  by  the  Treasury  and 
sent  to  distant  points,  where  it  is  put  in  circulation  by 
(Government  agents.  Now,  I  do  not  say  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  paid  out  one  dollar,  cither  of  national 
or  private  currency,  not  demanded  by  llie  public  exigen- 
cies. Hut  in  the  face  of  facts  so  notorious,  why  atKunpt 
to  separate  elTect  from  cause.'    Why  eiingle  out  the  State 
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banks  for  denunciation,  as  if  tiiey  alone  were  responsible 
for  the  evils  resulting  from  a  redundant  currency?  Why 
not  cull  upon  Mr.  Chase  to  stop  the  hundreds  of  presses 
now  engaged  in  inundating  the  country  with  the  issue  of 
banks  established  for  the  very  purpose  of  flooding  it  with 
$300,000,000  of  irredeemable  paper  ?  This  much,  at  least, 
would  seem  to  he  demanded  by  consistency. 

But  I  do  not  intrude  upon  your  columns  to  defend  the 
banks  of  other  Stales.  I  have  no  means  of  judging  how 
far  they  are  amenable  to  censure  on  the  score  of  an  over- 
issue of  currency.  But  for  the  banks  of  New  York  I  can 
speak  authoritatively  ;  .and  as  you  invite  for  them,  in  com- 
mon vvitli  others,  the  hostile  legislation  of  Congress,  justice 
requires  an  exhibition  of  the  facts,  and  witli  this  object  I 
address  you. 

The  public  should  be  aware  that  all  the  plates  of  all  the 
banks  in  this  State,  corporate,  associate,  and  individual, 
are  in  my  possession,  sealed  against  use  and  securely 
locked  from  reach  of  the  banks.  Not  a  dollar  can  be  printed 
without  an  order  from  this  department,  and  not  a  dollar  is 
furnished  save  upon  the  deposit  of  security.  Hence  our 
books  furnish  an  incontestable  data  of  the  amount  of  cur- 
rency delivered  to  the  banks.  And  what  do  we  find  as  the 
result;'  I  take  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  for  ten  years 
past  as  a  criterion  by  which  to  judge  the  present,  and  it 
shows  as  follows : 

Date.  Capital,  Circulation. 

Sept.  30,  1854 $83,773,288        $43,962,535 

"      "     1855 85,589,590  41,159,794 

'•      "     1856 97,806,301  43,492,485 

"       "     1857 107,507,659  41,943,932 

"      "     1858 109,996,550  35,607,180 

"      '■     1859 110,997,040  36,581,276 

"      "     1S60 111,834,347  38,034,800 

"      "     1881 109,982,324  36,606,140 

"      "     1882 108,606,062  42,239,836 

"      "     1863 109,258,147  42,192,645 

April  18,   1864 109,583,955  42,862,310 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  aggregate  circulation  issued 
and  outstanding  at  this  time  is  more  than  a  million  dollars 
less  than  it  was  in  1 854 ;  although  the  hanking  capital  has  in- 
creased more  than  twenty-six  million  dollars  witldn  that  pe- 
riod. The  amountof  circulation  above  stated  inclu<les  all 
ever  issued  to  the  banks  and  not  returned.  More  than  a 
million  dollars  belonging  to  institutions  which  have  passed 
out  of  existence  has  probably  been  lost,  burned,  or  other- 
wise destroyed.  Then  again,of  the  circulation  thus  stand- 
ing charged  on  the  books  of  this  department, /ess  i/taiU/iirty 
million  dollars  was  in  actual  circulation  on  the  Vith  of  March, 
1864,  as  appears  from  the  sworn  statements  of  the  banks 
just  made  in  obedience  to  law — the  balance  being  in  their 
possession,  unissued.  With  these  official  facts  and  figures 
in  view,  will  any  person  kindly  inform  the  public  where 
the  charge  of  "  inflating  the  currency"  comes  in,  as  it  re- 
gards the  banks  of  this  State? 

In  the  same  paragraph  to  which  allusion  has  been  made 
you  charitably  call  upon  Congress  to  "crush,  once  for  all, 
the  pretensions  of  a  spurious  State  rights  partv  to  tax  our 
national  banks  upon  their  national  bonds."  As  I  am  one 
of  those  who  hold  that  all  capital  should  pay  its  just  pro- 
portion of  the  public  burdens,  allow  me  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  subject.  And  first,  if  the  national  banks  oughtnot 
to  be  ta.ved  because  they  hold  national  bonds,  by  what  par- 
ity ofrea.-^ning  do  you  justify  the  taxation  of  State  banks, 
who  have  invested  their  means  in  the  same  securities? 
The  banks  of  this  State  hold  more  than  their  capitals  in 
United  States  stocks.  Are  you  in  favor  ol  exempting  their 
$109,000,000  capital  from  taxation,  and  tlirowing  the  bur- 
den Oil  less  fortunate  persons  and  properly?  Again,  a  na- 
tional bank  invests  $100,000  in  United  States  stocks,  and 
receives  $90,000  in  currency;  and  you  would  "crush  once 
for  all"  any  party  that  should  seek  to  tax  it.  A  State  bank 
invests  the  same  sum  in  tlie  same  security,  and  receives 
an  equal  amount  of  currency,  and  you  call  upon  Congress 
to  tax  the  latter  "out  of  existence."  Is  thisjustice?  Will 
it  be  tolerated  in  a  free  community,  with  the  ballot-box 
still  within  reach? 

Tlie  times  are  too  serious  for  trifling  with  important  in- 
terests. The  Govermnent  needs  the  support  of  all  loyal 
men,  and  it  should  be  cautious  not  to  alienate  the  good 
will  of  any  portion  of  the  community.  Least  of  all  should 
it  be  brought  into  collision  with  an  interest  so  ramified  with 
all  the  business  relations  of  the  country  as  the  State  banks. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  not  content  to  leave  his 
favorite  scheme!  to  the  vindication  of  time  and  experience, 
invokes  vindictive  legislation  on  the  part  of  Congress  for 
the  purpose  of  '■  taxing  out  of  existence"  institutions  that 
have  been  recognized  shice  the  formation  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  the  legitimate  offspringof  the  State  legislation,  the 
rightful  possessors  of  State  privileges,  and  constitutionally 
ticnenable  only  to  State  control.  Standing  far  above  all 
State  banks  on  the  stream  of  irredeemable  paper  issues,  he 
complains-  that  these  institutions  befoul  the  currency  so 
that  he  cannot  abide  it,  and  redress  can  only  be  had  by 
forcing  Ihem  into  liquidation  through  onerous  taxation. 
Should  these  views  be  seconded  by  Congress,  it  is  easy  to 
see  lliat  disastrous  results  must  inure  both  to  Government 
and  people.  The  State  banks,  forced  to  a  sudden  contrac- 
tioi\  as  the  only  means  of  avoiding  ruinous  taxation,  can- 
not retain  the  securities  they  now  liold,  and  nmst  throw 
them  upon  the  market  for  realization.  The  indications  of 
a  financial  revulsion  more  wide-spread  and  disastrous  than 
any  our  country  has  yet  witnessed  are  so  apparent  that  no 
considerate  man  can  view  otherwise  than  with  profound 
alarm  any  public  measure  that  shall  threaten  to  hasten  the 
catastrophe.  Willi  all  defereiiee  to  vour  suggestions,  there- 
fore, I  cannot  but  hope  that  Congr<>ss  will  not  be  spurred 
Into  hasty  action  upon  a  subject  fraught  with  consequences 
ofthe  utmost  importance  to  the  Administration,  the  banks, 
and  the  country. 

Kespecifnily  yours,  H.  H.  VAN  DYCK. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  The  banks  of  the  State  of 
New  York  havo  #110,000,000  capital,  and  less 
than  $30,000,000  circulaiioii.  And  yet,  because 
the  curreticy  is  inflated,  guiitlenieii  here  try  to 
make  us  believe  that  the  State  banks  have  inflated 


it.  We  all  know  that  it  is  caused  by  the  inordi- 
nate paper  circulation  issued  by  the  Government 
itself — some  |700,000,000  being  out  in  one  form 
or  another.  It  has  not  been  caused  by  the  State 
banks. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  would  like 
to  inquire  whether  that  report  is  not  in  relation 
to  the  banks  ofthe  city  of  New  York,  not  of  the 
State.' 

Mr.  KERNAN.  No,  sir,  of  all  the  State  banks. 
It  includes  the  city  banks. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  of  Michigan.  I  want  to  in- 
quire if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has 
affirmed  that  the  circulation  of  the  banks  of  the 
State  of  New  York  has  not  largely  increased  ? 

Mr.  KERNAN.  It  has  largely  decreased,  as 
I  understand  from  the  oflicial  document  signed 
by  the  bank  superintendent.  The  banks  of  the 
city  of  New  York  have  never  issued  much  circu- 
lation. * 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  to  amend  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  by  reducing 
the  tax  from  one  fourth  to  one  eighth  of  one  per 
cent.,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  saying  a  very  few 
words  in  relation  to  the  general  subject.  I  regret 
that  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  should  have  ap- 
pealed to  members  from  the  West  to  support  his 
proposition.  We  are  the  representatives  of  all 
the  States  and  not  the  representatives  of  the  West 
or  of  the  East.  We  are  sent  here  to  act  for  the 
whole  United  States  and  not  for  any  particular 
district.  Such  appeals,  however  designed,  must  be 
mischievous.  I  observed  in  a  paper  a  few  days 
ago  some  comments  like  the  following: 

"Morrill  on  Wild-Cats. — The  member  of  Congress 
who  is  the  most  strenuous  in  his  opposition  lo  taxation  on 
the  redundMitcirculationof  the  wild  cat  concerns  is  Mor- 
rill, of  Vermont.  He  is  even  worse  than  Pike,  of  Maine, 
or  BouTWELL,  of  Masssachusetts.  We  understand  that  Mr. 
Morrill  is  the  president  or  at  least  principal  stockholder 
of  a  little  wild-cat  concern  called  the  Clielsea  Bank,  in 
Orange  county,  Vermont,  which  may  in  part  account  for 
his  extraordinary  zeal  in  behalf  of  having  shinplasters  cir- 
culate as  money  in  unrestricted  amounts,  and  for  his  active 
hostility  to  repressing  their  issues  by  taxation. 

"  In  his  opposition  to  a  national  currency  he  becomes 
oblivious  of  the  truth  sometimes.  He  undertook  the  other 
day  to  deny  that  the  wild-cat  banks  were  inflated.  The 
remedy,  he  argued,  was  to  withdraw  the  greenbacks  from 
circulation  and  leave  the  field  entirely  to  the  local  shin- 
plasterconcerns  !  He  asserted  that  the  miscellaneous  banks 
had  out  only  $175,000,000.  What  regard  shall  be  placed  on 
a  man's  word  who  talks  in  this  reckless  manner?  When 
the  war  broke  out  the  local  banks  had  fully  $175,000,000 
of  their  notes  in  circulation,  as  is  well  known.  What  men- 
dacity, then,  to  say  that  they  have  no  more  circulation  out- 
standing at  this  time !" 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  does  me  infinite 
credit,  and  rather  inore  than  I  am  entitled  to.  I 
am  not  now,  and  never  was,  the  president  of  any 
bank,  and  I  own  very  little  stock,  and  that  little 
I  wish  were  less. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
1  would  like  to  know  what  these  remarks  have 
to  do  with  the  amendment? 

Mr.  MORRILL.  If  the  gentleman  will  wait 
he  will  see  the  application. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order 
without  waiting.  My  point  is  that  the  gentleman 
is  not  discussing  the  amendment.  What  has  it 
to  do  with  the  bank  stock  owned  by  the  gentleman.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  try  to  confine  myself  to 
the  amendment.  Now  it  happens  that  I  have  not 
said  a  word  about  banks  this  session.  Heretofore 
I  have  notopened  my  mouth  on  the  subject.  AH 
1  desire  to  say  now  is  that  we  may  confine  this 
tax  bill  to  the  subject  of  taxation  and  revenue. 
As  the  bill  stands  it  proposes  to  tax  the  banks  in 
a  fair  and  legitimate  way  and  to  a  reasonable  ex- 
tent. It  is  not  a  question  of  repression  and  de- 
struction of  State  banks.  I  hope  that  that  question 
will  be  allowed  to  stand  on  its  own  basis.  Let 
it  come  up  and  be  acted  on  independently  of  this 
measure;  for  I  perceive,  if  tliis  be  incorporated 
with  this  bill,  as  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  pro- 
poses, it  will  retard  its  progress,  not  only  here 
but  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress.  1  withdraw 
my  amendment. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  by  striking 
out  the  second  proviso,  which  prohibits  the  Slate 
banks  issuing  circulating  notes  at  the  expiration 
of  si.x  months  from  the  passage  of  this  afit.  1  pro- 
pose that  amendment  in  the  first  place  because 
we  are  considering  a  revenue  measure,  and  ihat 


proviso  has  no  relation  whatever  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  this  bill,  but  its  whole  object  and  pur- 
pose are  to  annihilate  the  circulation  of  State 
banks.  It  is  entirely  foreign  to  the  objects  of  thia 
bill. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
should  rise  in  this  House  and  denounce  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  State  of  New  York  as  rotten.  That 
has  been  done  by  a  gentleman /row  Illinois,  and 
when  I  say  that,  it  is  enough  to  say  on  that  sub- 
ject. Sir,  there  are  no  institutions  sounder,  safer, 
or  more  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  New  York 
than  the  banking  institutions  of  that  State.  There 
is  no  belter  system  of  banking,  and  the  General 
Government  has  had  to  copy  from  and  adopt  that 
system  to  give  character  and  credit  to  its  own 
system. 

I  oppose  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  in  the  second  place,  because  Congress  has 
no  power  whatever  to  destroy  these  State  insti- 
tutions. It  has  been  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  that  such  institutions 
are  lawful,  and  that  Congress  has  no  power  to 
forbid  the  creation  of  them.  The  exercise  of 
such  a  power  by  Congress,  if  sustained,  would 
vest  the  Federal  Government  with  authority  to 
destroy  one  of  the  functions  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments, and  no  power  is  vested  in  Congress  to 
dp  that.  I  hope  that  this  House  cannot  entertain 
any  idea  like  that  seriously,  and  especially  in  a 
bill  providing  revenue.  It  is  entirely  foreign  to 
the  objects  and  purposes  of  such  a  measure. 

I  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that,  in 
my  judgment,  if  this  amendment  be  adopted  it 
will  have  the  effect  to  defeat  this  revenue  bill  in 
this  House.  I  have  thus  far  done  what  I  could 
to  perfect  its  provisions.  I  repeat  that  if  thia 
amendment  be  adopted,  in  my  judgment,  it  will 
insure  the  defeat  of  the  bill. 

In  justification  ofthe  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  it  is  urged  that  the 
issues  of  State  banks  have  caused  the  inflation  of 
the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  that  such 
banks  must  therefore  be  destroyed.  Every  one 
knows  that  such  inflation  is  not  attributable  to 
the  State  banks,  but  must  be  ascribed  mainly  to 
the  excessive  irredeemable  paper  issues  of  the 
General  Government.  This  is  charged  upon  the 
State  banks  solely,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
plausible  excuse  for  destroying  them ,  and  is  done 
by  those  chiefly  who  were  the  advocates  of  the 
old  national  bank.  Every  scheme  thu.s  far  brought 
before  this  House  in  regard  to  the  currency  has 
arisen  from  hostility  to  State  institutions,  but  no 
one  before  has  shown  such  a  degree  of  hostility 
to  the  banking  institutions  of  the  States  as  to 
make  the  passage  of  a  revenue  bill  depend  upon 
their  annihilation,  and  I  trust  the  effort  will  not 
succeed.  If  the  Federal  banks  are  pi'eferable 
they  will  be  organized  by  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try, and  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  Congi-ess  to 
deprive  the  State  institutions  of  their  hold  upon 
their  State  existence  by  thumb-screws,  and  to 
bring  and  keep  in  existence  Federal  institutions 
by  partial  legislation  and  governmental  nostrums. 

Mr.  PRICE.  Mr.  Chairman,!  rise  to  oppose 
the  amendiTientof  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
because  it  does  not  go  far  enough.  I  must  say  to 
the  committee  that  I  am  astonished  such  a  prop- 
osition could  come  in  here  at  this  time.  I  should 
say  that  I  would  be  astonished  to  see  it  come  in 
at  any  time.  The  object  of  this  bill,  if  I  under- 
stand anything  about  it,  is  that  this  tax  should 
be  equal  upon  all  men  under  the  same  Govern- 
ment. Now,  sir,  one  ounce  of  common  sense  in 
reference  to  this  matter  is  worth  a  thousand 
pounds  of  theory. 

Here  on  one  corner  is  a  national  bank  with 
$100,000  capital  and  $20,000  of.  United  States 
bonds.  Right  on  the  opposite  corner  is  a  State 
bank  which  has  the  same  amount  of  capital  and 
the  saiTie  amount  of  United  States  bonds.  Now, 
you  propose  to  tax  tliat  bank  which  is  not  a  na- 
tional bank  three  per  cent.,  which  actually  kills 
it.  You  tax  it  out  of  existence.  The  national 
bank  you  tax  none  at  all.  The  stockholdeis  of 
the  bank  which  you  refuse  to  tax  may  or  may 
not  be  loyal.  Jeff.  Davis  might  come  here  under 
that  law  and  establish  a  bank  and  escape  all  tax- 
ation. The  stockholders  ofthe  other  bank 'may 
be  as  loyal  as  loyalty  iisolf,  and  yet  you  tax  it 
out  of  existence.  That  is  inanifeslly  unjust  and 
can  never  be  sustained  by  this  House,  because  I 
hold  that  there  is  some  common  sense  and  com- 
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mon  honosty  loft  in  tlie  world,  and  tliis  provision 
does  not  treat  all  men  alike.  If  all  men  are  equal 
they  are  entitled  to  equal  rights,  privileges,  and 
■protection. 

Now,  what  are  the  facts  of  the  case.'  The 
State  banks  of  my  State  have  purcliased  national 
bonds  three  to  one  over  what  the  national  banks 
have  purchased;  and  are  you  going  to  tax  those 
banks  out  of  existence  because  they  do  not  hap- 
pen to  be  organized  under  the  system  adopted 
Jiere.'  Is  that  right  in  a  free  Government  like 
this.'  No,  sir;  and  it  will  not  be  done.  I  feel 
confident  that  it  cannot  be  done.  If  done,  it  will 
raise  a  storm  of  indignation  all  over  the  country 
which  this  House  cannot  withstand. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  pend- 
ing proposition  by  striking  out  from  the  fifth  and 
sixth  lines  all  that  refers  to  national  banks,  as  fol- 
lows: "unless  thereto  authorized  by  act  of  Con- 
gress." 

The  effect  of  striking  out  those  words  will  be 
to  impose  the  same  tax  upon  the  State  banks  of 
the  country  and  upon  the  national  banks.  And  if 
this  is  done,  this  tax,  or  at  least  some  reasonable 
tax,  should  be  imposed.  But  whatever  tax  is  im- 
posed should  be  equal.  I  can  say  for  those  with 
■whom  1  have  conversed,  that  whatever  gentle- 
men upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  may  pro- 
pose as  a  tax  upon  tlie  local  and  national  banks 
■we  shall  feel  called  upon  to  sustain,  if  it  is  equal 
on  each;  but  we  will  not  discriminate  between  the 
two  systems. 

If  you  propose  to  favor  national  banks  at  the 
expense  of  the  State  banks,  I  tell  you  a  spirit  of 
indignation  will  be  provoked  throughout  the  whole 
country  which  will  be  disastrous  to  our  financial 
interests.  You  cannot  safely  make  such  a  dis- 
crimination. If  you  pass  a  bill  imposing  a  duty 
of  two  per  cent,  upon  the  national  banks,  and 
impose  a  tax  of  three  per  cent,  upon  Slate  banks, 
you  will  crush  out  and  retire  the  State  bank  cir- 
culation for  the  benefit  of  the  national  bank  cir- 
culation. Gentlemen  talk  about  diminishing  the 
paper  currency.  You  cannot  do  it  in  this  way. 
You  will  drive  out  $200,000,000  of  State  bank 
circulation  and  supply  its  place  at  once  by  a  cor- 
responding amount  of  national  banlc  circulation, 
or  perhaps  a  greater  amount,  for  the  national 
banks  are  authorized  to  issue  $300,000,000.  The 
•cuirency  of  the  country  and  the  finances  and 
credit  of  the  country  can  only  be  maintained  l)y 
reducing  this  excess  of  State  and  national  bank 
circulation,  amounting  at  this  time  to  over  two 
hundred  and  sixty  million  dollars.  The  people  are 
satisfied  with  legal-tender  notes.  Tliey  are  of 
equal  value  all  over  the  country.  The  interest 
inures  to  their  own  benefit,  or  rather  they  save  so 
much  interest,  and  are  sought  for  everywhere. 
They  are  good  so  long  as  the  Government  exists. 
The  people  have  entire  faith  in  that  currency  and 
have  become  wedded  to  it  and  are  willing  to  sus- 
tain it.  It  is  the  only  system  of  paper  currency 
the  benefits  of  which  can  inure  to  the  people. 

1  trust  gentlemen  will  see  the  necessity  of 
placirrg  these  State  and  national  banks  upon  the 
same  footing,  and  impose  at  least  a  two  percent. 
tax  alike  upon  their  circulation.  This  would  re- 
sult in  the  gradual  withdrawal  of  their  circula- 
tion, restoring  the  currency  to  a  sounder  con- 
dition and  gradually  reducing  the  currency  to 
your  legal-tender  notes.  Tlie  sooner  this  is  done 
the  l)etter  for  the  country  and  for  our  finances, 
and  securing  to  the  people  the  profits  of  that  tre- 
mendou.s  system  of  banking  which  has  always 
pi:rviidfjd  the  country,  and  the  enormous  profits 
of  which  have  inured  in  the  past  to  the  benefit 
of  a  few  favored  capitalists.  I  cannot  doubt,  sir, 
that  the  wisdom  of  such  policy  would  soon  be 
a|)parent  in  a  sounder  anti  better  currency,  and 
in  an  improved  condition  of  the  public  finances, 
now  so  greatly  imperiled  for  it  is  apparent  to 
all  that  either  the  $4.50,000,000  of  legal-tender 
currency  or  the  $1200,000,000  of  bank  juiper,  now 
daily  increasing,  must  be  withdrawn  or  finan- 
cial ruin  is  inevitable.  If  you  were  limiting  your 
bank  circulation  to  $50,000,000,  the  extent  now 
issued,  there  might  be  some  force  in  the  argu- 
ment against  State  banks.  You  would  ihrti  dii ve 
out  the  State  bank  circulation  without  increasing 
Dny  other  circulation;  but  while  by  the  tax  on  the 
'Stale  banks,  on  the  discrimination  proposed,  you 
drive  out  the  Slate  bunk  circulation  you  increaue 


the  national  bank  circulation.  This  is  no  benefit 
to  the  people  or  to  your  finances.  I  therefore 
hope  that  this  proposition  to  place  the  banks  on 
exactly  the  same  footing  will  receive  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  have  lieard  with  surprise 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  declare  that  the 
adoption  by  the  committee  of  the  amendment  of 
my  colleague  would  endanger  the  passage  of  this 
revenue  bill.  Is  it  possible  that  upon  a  measure 
of  this  importance,  so  necessary  to  the  salvation 
of  the  country  and  the  preservation  of  the  public 
credit,  gentlemen  representing  the  banking  inter- 
eat  on  this  floor  will  get  up  and  threaten  that  if 
the  amendment  be  adopted  they  will  vote  against 
this  bill' 

Sir,  the  passage  of  this  amendment  will  largely 
increase  the  revenues  of  the  country.  Is  there 
any  class  that  can  better  afford  to  pay  a  tax  than 
those  who  are  issuing  three  or  four  times  the 
amountof  their  capital,  loaning  this  enormous  cir- 
culation, and  are  deriving  high  dividends  from 
their  paper  circulation.' 

Mr.  KERNAN.  In  six  months  you  will  cut 
off  the  whole  revenue  by  suppressing  the  bank 
circulation. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  If  my  colleague  will 
give  way  to  me  for  a  moment  I  will  say  that,  at  the 
suggestion  of  many  members  of  the  House,  and 
as  this  is  a  tax  bill,  I  modify  my  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  last  proviso. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  1  am  glad  that  my  colleague 
has  modified  his  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
last  proviso.  That  v/ill  leave  it  purely  a  rev- 
enue measure  providing  a  tax  on  the  bank  notes 
of  the  country,  and  as  such  I  trust  that  it  will 
commend  itself  to  the  judgmentof  this  committee. 
Surely  there  is  no  class  of  the  community  that  can 
so  well  afford  to  be  taxed  as  those  representing 
these  banking  interests.  There  are  no  men  in  the 
country  receiving  such  large  dividends  on  their 
capital  at  the  present  time  as  the  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  country. 

Not  only  does  it  commend  itself  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee  as  a  means  of  raising  rev- 
enue, but  if  it  should  incidentally  repress  the  re- 
dundant circulation  under  which  the  country  is 
now  suffering,  and  which  raises  the  price  of  all 
the  necessaries  of  life,  it  will  in  this  respect  to  some 
extent  relieve  the  people. 

Mr.  PRICE.  The  banks  are  now  taxed  three 
per  cent.,  and  if  you  destroy  the  banks  all  over 
the  country  where  then  can  you  get  the  revenue? 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  I  think  that  this  tax  can  very 
well  be  borne.  The  banks  realize  ten,  fifteen,  and 
twenty  ))cr  cent,  on  their  capital,  and  can  well  af- 
ford to  pay  this  tax  for  the  exclusive  privileges 
which  they  enjoy.  If  the  effect  of  the  tax  shall 
be  to  repress  to  some  extentthis  circulation,  which 
is  a  great  evil  in  the  country,  so  that  we  shall  nut 
have  as  much  of  it,  it  will  be  an  incidental  ad- 
vantage to  the  country  of  very  great  importance. 
I  do  not  appeal  to  any  section  of  the  country  to 
support  this  proposition.  It  is  a  proposition  that 
ought  to  commend  itself  to  all.  The  necessities 
of  the  country  compel  heavy  taxes  even  upon  ne- 
cessaries of  life;  surely  bank  circulation  should 
not  escape. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  think  the  House  under- 
stands this  question, and  I  therefore  move  that  the 
committf^e  rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  debate. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me  for  a  moment.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  The  House  understands  this 
pro|iosition  distinctly,  and  that  it  is  not  intended 
for  revenue,  but  for  the  purpose  which  another 
bill  is  framed  to  accomplish,  and  I  think  we  ought 
to  acton  that  measure  independently  and  upon  its 
mirits  without  embarrassing  this  measure  with  it. 
I  therefore  insist  on  the  motion  that  the  commit- 
tee do  now  rise. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  committee  re- 
fused to  rise. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Holman's 
fimendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed 
to — ayes  55,  noes  39. 

Tin;  qui'.stion  recurred  on  Mr.  Farnswouth's 
ami'ndment  as  amended. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment .so  HH  to  make  the  tax  one  eighth  of  one  per 
cent,  instead  of  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent.  I 
offer  tlrt;  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
one  word. 

I  am  uotnow  to  discusutliia question.  I  could 


not  do  it  in  five  minutes.  1  have  a  large  amount 
of  statistics  bearing  on  this  question  which,  at 
the  proper  time,  I  shall  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to,  and  at  that  time  I  will  defend,  as  well 
as  I  can,  tlie  charge  of  unsoundness  against  the 
banking  system  of  New  York. 

My  purpose  now  is  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Farnsworth]  notonly  to  withdraw 
the  proviso  to  his  amendment,  but  the  whole 
amendment.  It  must  be  evident  to  every  gentle- 
man that  this  is  a  subject  which  will  involve  a 
wide  range  of  discussion  respecting  the  two  sys- 
tems, national  and  State,  and  that  it  would  con- 
sume not  only  hours,  but  days,  for  it  opens  up 
the  whole  field  of  discussion  on  the  subject  of 
finance  and  banking.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  to  withdraw  the  proposition  and  let 
it  stand,  as  it  properly  does,  before  the  House  in 
the  form  of  a  bill,  and  when  it  comes  up  for  dis- 
cussion we  can  devote  that  attention  and  consid- 
eration to  it  which  the  vastness  of  the  subject  de- 
mands. We  cannot  do  it  now  without  delaying 
the  passage  of  this  important  measure,  the  tax 
bill.  I  hope  that  members  will  proceed  directly 
to  pass  this  bill  at  once,  and  will  withdraw  all 
disturbing  questions  which  are  really  foreign  to  it. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am 
not  disposed  to  withdraw  my  amendment,  for  I 
offered  it  in  sincerity  and  want  to  get  a  vote  of  the 
House  upon  it.  This  is  a  tax  measure.  My 
amendment  simply  proposes  to  levy  a  tax  on 
banks;  why  is  not  this  the  proper  place  to  incor- 
porate that  tax?  Why  should  we  have  two  tax 
bills  before  the  House?  Gentlemen  are  willing 
to  tax  everything  else,  all  kinds  of  labor,  all 
kinds  of  manufactures,  everything  but  banks.  If 
this  is  a  tax  measure,  make  it  complete.  I  do  not 
think  that  my  amendment  is  calculated  to  delay 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  Let  us  have  a  vote  of 
the  House  upon  it  as  upon  every  other  question 
of  tax  that  has  arisen  and  may  arise  in  the  con- 
sideration of  this  bill.  The  constituency  that  I 
represent  is  deeply  interested  in  the  measure. 
The  West  has  been  cursed  by  the  issues  of  State 
banks.  In  appealing  to  members  from  the  West 
I  had  no  design  of  making  any  invidious  distinc- 
tion between  West  and  East,  or  of  arraying  the 
West  against  the  East,  but  I  spoke  about  the 
West  because  we  were  peculiarly  cursed  by  these 
shinplasters  flooding  the  country.  People  come 
out  to  the  West  with  bank  currency  for  the  pur- 
pose of  buying  produce.  The  fanner* get  their 
pockets  full  of  these  shinplasters  and  do  not 
know  what  is  good  and  what  is  bad  till  they  find 
that  somr  nf  the  banks  are  gone. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  May  I  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  the  people  of  his  Slate  have  not  lost  more 
by  Illinois  banks,  created  by  the  Illinois  Legisla- 
ture, than  they  ever  lost  by  Ne^v  England  banks  .' 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  We  have  lost  a  good 
deal  by  banks  created  by  the  Illinois  Legislature, 
but  I  think  we  have  lost  more  by  banks  outside 
of  the  State  of  Illinois.  The  truth  is  that  in  Illi- 
nois we  copied  after  these  much  lauded  institu- 
tions of  New  York,  and  other  States,  and  they 
proved  failures.  The  same  may  prove  a  failure 
in  other  States.  We  know  that  banks  do  fail, 
and  we  know  that  when  they  fail  the  men  who 
sold  produce  and  got  the  notes  of  these  banks  for 
it  are  the  sufferers.  These  men  who  establish 
themselves  at  every  corner  of  the  street,  and  who 
sit  behind  their  counters  handling  the  people's 
money,  do  not  suffer  by  the  failure  of  banks. 
Those  who  sufl'er  are  the  manufacturers  and  the 
farmers.  If  we  are  to  have  a  bank  currency  let 
it  be  a  sound  national  currency.  I  would,  if  I 
could,  blot  out  all  the  bank  issues,  and  depend 
upon  grecilbacks.  I  would  have  all  the  paper  cur- 
rency of  the  country  issued  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  which  will  be  the  same  in  all  States 
and  all  parts  of  all  States,  and  will  be  redeeinable 
everywiierc  where  there  is  an  office  for  redemp- 
tion. 

As  I  said  before,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  offered 
this  amendment  in  good  faith, because  the  people 
whom  1  represent  demand  it;  l)ecause  1  believe 
four  fifths  of  the  people  of  the  Northwest  demand 
a  measure  of  this  kind.  I  am  not  willing  to  with- 
draw my  amendment.  This  is  a  tax  measure  that 
we  are  considering.  Let  us  incorporate  this  with 
it  and  have  a  square  vote  upon  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Fenton's 
amendment  to  theamendment,and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.    If  1  understood  the  gentle- 
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mail  from  Illinois,  he  announced  at  Ihe  outset  of 
his  remarks  in  introducing  the  amendment,  that 
his  design  was  to  suppress  State  banks.  Tlie 
country  is  looking  to  the  House  with  great  earn- 
estness and  with  intense  anxiety  during  the  prog- 
ress of  this  bill.  The  hope  is  that  this  revenue 
law  shall  be  promptly  passed  by  Congress,  and 
then  we  shall  have,  at  all  events,  improved  in  our 
financial  condition.  I  regret,  therefore,  that  any 
subject  should  be  introduced  here  by  gentlemen 
on  either  side  of  the  House  calculated  to  distract 
attention  from  this  great,  paramount  object. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  apprehend  this  is  no  time  to 
introduce  a  discussion  here  upon  a  general  bank- 
ing Bclieme  for  the  country.  1  am  not  without 
hope  that  during  these  discussions  some  way  may 
be  developed  by  which  a  compromise  may  be 
had  between  (he  distracting  sentiments  of  those 
who  are  advocating  the  national  system  and  those 
who  are  opposed  to  them  and  defend  the  State 
system.  1  believe  that  result  may  be  reached; 
and  in  that  connection  I  desire  thai  the  following 
circular  may  be  read  ns  a  portion  of  my  remarks. 

The  Clerk  read, as  follows: 

New  York,  ^pril  22,  1864. 

The  excessive  Issue  of  paper  money  in  v.-irious  tbiinsis 
now  rightly  tlie  subject  of  t^pocial  alarm  tliroughout  the 
coiniiry.  Any  further  issues  should  be  promptly  arrested, 
nrul  the  amount  existing  he  gradually,  but  not  too  hastily, 
contracted.  Tlie  t'ollowin-j  plan  will,  it  is  believed,  meet 
the  difficulty  with  the  least  derangement  to  society  and  at 
tlie  same  time  bo  substantially  in  harmony  with  the  ob- 
jectiflinjed  at  by  the  Government: 

First,  ■ 

By  the  withdrawal  of  all  bank-note  circulation,  as  well 
national  as  State,  relyinp;  entirely  upon  legal-tender  notes 
of  Government  now  in  circulation,  which  are  quite  sutfi- 
clent. 

Or,  secondly, 

1.  By  prohibiting  the  Issue  of  any  bank  notes  aftcr^hls 
date,  unless  they  are  secured  by  Government  bonds,  say  at 
ninety  per  cent.  (This  may  be  effected  by  a  Government 
tax  on  all  iinles  not  tlius  secured.) 

2.  By  re(]uiiing  all  banks  havingoiitstandingclrculating 
notes  to  withdraw  them,  and  to  substitute  tliose  secured  as 
above. 

3.  By  limiting  all  circulating  notes  to  amount  outstand- 
ing. 

4.  By  repealing  the  national  bank  act,  making  provision 
for  the  national  hanks  now  existing. 

5.  By  leaving  all  details  respecling  batiks  to  State  legis- 
lation as  hitherto,  e.xcepting  to  require  them  all  to  be  se- 
cured as  in  No.  1.  This  may  be  done  by  requiring  every 
bank  note  to  bear  a  national  stamp  or  certification  that  it 
is  so  secured. 

6.  By  providing  money  hereafter  by  sale  of  bonds  at 
best  price,  or  by  issuing  them  at  a  rate  of  interest  stifli- 
ciently  high  to  command  and  gradually  contract  the  cur- 
rency. 

7.  By  adequate  taxation  to  meet  the  interest  on  the  pub- 
lic debt,  and  to  provide  for  all  eontingcmcies. 

8.  Any  loans  made  to  Government  by  or  through  the 
banks,  should  be  drawn  for  by  checks  oii  them  in  favor  of 
public  creditors,  for  which  the  notes  secured  hy  pledge  of 
Government  stocks  as  above  may  be  used  in  payment. 

This  plan,  It  Is  confidently  believed,  will  secure  all  that 
Is  really  ben(^ficial  in  the  national  bank  system,  withoutin- 
curring  tlic  danger  of  dividing  the  community  in  this  event- 
ful crisis,  by  the  attempt  to  destroy  long  existing  and  cher- 
Ulied  institutions,  a  policy  both  financially  and  politically 
unwise. 

MANY  BANK  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  rise  to  oppose  ihisamend- 
ment,  and  to  say  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  my  friend  from  Illinois.  And  I  am  in 
favor  of  it  for  this  reason:  I  think  there  is  no  man 
in  this  House  wlio  does  not  see  clearly  that  we 
cannot  sustain  the  national  currency — so-called 
— and  at  ihe  same  time  the  State  bank  currency. 
One  or  the  other  must  go  by  the  board,  and  it  is 
only  a  question  of  time  wiiich.  Our  currency 
has  become  so  expanded — and  ihnt  expansion  is 
increasing  from  day  to  day — that  unless  some 
corrective  is  applied  ruin  will  ensue  to  our  Gov- 
ernment. Every  man  sees  this.  Either  the  State 
bank  currency  or  the  national  bank  currency  must 
be  contracted,  and  we  must  decide  which. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  1  confess  plainly  that  I 
am  of  that  old  consiitiitionnl  make  which  holds 
to  the  belief  that  the  Slate  bank  currency  is  not 

in  accordance  witii  our  Constitution.     I  believe 

although  I  have  stood  alone  in  (hat  belief  for 
years— with  Chief  Ju.stico  Marshall,  that  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  pap.T  as  well  as  metallic, 
should  always  be  kept  under  the  control  of  the 
national  Government.    That,  I  believe,  hH8  coma 
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to  be  the  conviction  of  the  people,  inasmuch  as 
they  prefer  the  national  or  greenback  currency, 
to  the  extent  of  from  a  quarter  to  half  of  one  per 
cent.,  to  the  best  notes  our  State  banks  can  pro- 
duce. 

I  am  aware  that  gentlemen  from  the  State  of 
New  York  are  a  little  tender  upon  this  subject. 
They  believe  that  their  currency  is  a  sound  one. 
Well,  sir,  1  believe  that  the  currency  of  my  State 
is  upon  a  sound  basis,  secured  as  they  are  by 
stocks,  but  the  people  prefer  tiie  national  currency 
to  them. 

Let  me  say  in  respect  to  this  question  of  expan- 
sion that  notwithstanding  the  expansion  caused 
by  the  large  amount  of  legal-tender  and  national 
bank  currency  put  into  circulation,  some  of  these 
State  banks  have,  as  I  understand,  in  circulation 
notes  to  the  extent  of  eight  times  their  capital 
stock. 

Mr.  KERN  AN.  Let  me  say  a  word  in  refer- 
ence to  that. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  1  cannot  yield.  Well, 
now,  sir,  if  this  is  done  with  impunity  by  these 
banks  in  the  State  of  New  York,  which  are  pred- 
icated upon  so  good  a  foundation,  what  may  not 
be  done  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  the  other 
northwestern  States.'  We  look  to  New  York  for 
an  example,  and  if  they  expand  eight  times,  we 
may  perhaps  expand  twenty-four  times.  And 
that  is  the  kind  of  a  currency  you  get. 

No*r  there  are  two  objects  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  proposition.  One  is  to  produce  revenue 
for  the  Government, and  the  otJier  is  to  putdown 
this  State  bank  circulation.  I  am  ready  to  vote 
for  that  proposition  now,  and  at  all  times  until 
that  object  shall  have  been  accomplished. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  PIKE  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me  for  the  purpose  of  moving  that  the  committee 
rise  to  close  debate? 

Mr.  PIKE.     I  will  after  one  or  two  remarks. 

I  am  a  little  surprised  that  after  laboring  for 
two  or  three  weeks  to  perfect  a  bank  bill  this  mat- 
ter should  be  brought  up  again  now.  1  thought 
we  had  arranged  these  matters  of  finance  satis- 
factorily so  that  banks  could  get  one  per  cent, 
extra  interest  from  their  customers  on  the  ground 
of  uniformity,  that  we  had  fixed  the  thing  so 
that  large  banking  institutions  having  a  capital  of 
$5,000,000  could  escape  ail  individual  liability 
whatever.  I  thought  we  had  so  arranged  that 
these  institutions  by  an  adroit  management,  es- 
pecially in  view  of  an  amendment  introduced  in 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  could  escape  all  taxa- 
tion except  a  half  of  one  per  cent,  upon  their  de- 
posits; and  that  in  addition  to  an  evasion  of  na- 
tional taxation  these  pet  institutions  were  to  es- 
cape all  State  taxation.  This  would  give  us  a 
"  uniform  currency  "of  such  virtue  that  although 
it  should,  as  authorized  in  the  bill,  amount  to 
$300,000,000  national  currency  and  take  the  place 
of  the  present  $175,000,000  State  currency,  still 
ihe  currency  of  the  country  would  not  be  at  all 
inflated  !  Precisely  how  this  was  to  be  done  I  do 
not  understand,  but  it  was  aerfectly  understood, 
1  presume,  by  those  who  hrad  charge  of  the  bill. 

For  these  reasons  I  was  surprised  to  see  this 
discussion  sprung  upon  the  House  ag^n  to-day, 
and  that  we  liave  the  question  of  a  bank  currency 
all  to  go  over  again  on  a  tax  bill.  1  discussed  the 
matter  somewhat  when  it  was  before  the  House 
on  a  former  occasion,  an  extract  from  what  I  said 
having  been  published  in  the  Chicago  Tribune, 
which  was  this  morning  read  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  and  I  am  very  glad  that  an  Illi- 
nois gentleman  has  to-day  acceded  to  the  views 
I  then  expressed.  My  proposition  then  was  that 
our  natioiVil  or  greenback  currency  was  so  good 
a  currency  that  we  did  not  need  a  better  one.  My 
friend  from  Illinois  is  now  disposed  to  tax  both  the 
State  and  national  bank  currency  so  largely  that 
it  will  force  them  both  out  of  circulation;  and  1 
hope  that  course  will  be  adopted.  1  am  willing 
to  ingraft  upon  a  tax  bill  even  a  proposition  that 
shall  in  the  course  of  time  give  us  simply  n  green- 
back currency.     It  should  be  a  gradual  process, 


so  as  not  to  disturb  the  business  of  the  country. 
I  sliould  prefer  the  tax  should  be  put  uponcircu- 
lati,on  above  a  certain  percentage  of  capital,  say 
thirty  per  cent. 

I  was  surprised,  however,  to  see  my  friend  from 
Illinois  to-day  speaking  of  these  national  banks 
with  great  favor,  forgetting  that  the  national  bank 
scheme  is  almost  a  copy  of  the  Illinois  bank 
scheme,  which  he  says  broke  dov/n,  with  great 
loss  to  his  constituents.  The  only  difference  be- 
tween them,  as  I  understand  it,  is  this:  that  the 
Illinois  bank  scheme,  instead  of  basing  their  is- 
sues upon  national  bonds  base  them  upon  the 
bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinois  and  of  some  other 
States  contiguous. 

Mr.  EARNS  WORTH.  I  desire  to  correct  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  in  one  particular.  I  did 
not  say  that  i  favored  the  national  bank  scheme. 
I  said  that  I  should  prefer  to  have  our  currency 
West  replaced  by  that  of  the  national  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  PIKE.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
as  originally  presented  was  to  drive  out  the  Slate 
bank  circulation  and  leave  the  currency  of  the 
national  banks  in  circulation.  But  as  it  is  now 
amended  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Holman]  it  taxes  both,  and  that  lam  in  favor  of. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.) 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  am  very  happy  to  concur 
with  my  friend  from  Maine. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  further  debate  is  in 
order. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last 
word  of  the  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that  I  concur  with  the  gentleman  from  Maine  in 
favoring  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  is  not  speaking  upon  that  last  word 
which  he  moves  to  strike  out. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  report  the 
amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  to  strike  out 
the  word  "jurisdiction." 

Mr.  HOOPER.  "Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  BROOKS.     No,  "jurisdiction"  only. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Then  I  will  modify  my  amend- 
ment  by  moving  to  strike  out  the  whole  section. 
And  I  do  it  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  1  am 
in  favor  of  this  amendment  which  taxes  all  bank 
circulation. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  1  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  is  not  speaking  in  lavor  of  the 
amendtnent. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  How  can  the  geptleman  tell, 
unless  he  allows  me  to  finish  my  sentence? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  will  coo- 
fine  himself  to  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Then  1  will  propose  an  amend- 
ment that  will  be  pertinent  to  what  1  desire  to 
say. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  1  will  withdraw  my  point  of 
'order.  The  gentleman  was  discourteous  to  me 
the  other  day,  and  1  onl.y  wanted  to  show  hiin  that 
it  was  in  my  power  to  stop  him  from  saying 
what  he  waiitetl  to  say. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  am  in  favor  of  this  amend- 
ment, because,  as  l  have  said  before,  I  think  there 
is  nothing  which  can  more  justly  be  taxed  than 
this  circulation  of  the  banks.  If  the  effect  of  taxing 
their  circulation  would  be  to  restrict  the  amount 
issued  by  the  banks  it  would  make  more  roofn 
for  the  circulation  of  the  national  currency  of 
"greenbacks," and  I  think  that  there  would  b« 
no  objection  on  that  score. 

But  1  apprehend  that  this  remedy  for  the  great 
complaint  made,  particularly  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  that  the  circulation  is  now  too 
redundant,  will  not  suit  them.  Thoy  call  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  withdraw  the 
circulation  of  the  greenbacks,  for  whatgood  rea- 
son I  cannot  sec,  when  the  Government  has  the 
benefit  of  that  circulation.  All  the  profit  of  it  goes 
to  the  Government  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
people;  whereas  the  circulation  of  tlie  banks  ia 
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only  for  the   benefit  of  their  individual  stock- 
holders. 

Wlienever  the  proposition  has  been  before  this 
House  to  tax  the  national  bank  circulation  it  is 
said  tiiat  it  would  be  unfair,  and  it  is  opposed  upon 
the  ground  that  there  is  no  tax  imposed  upon  the 
circulation  of  the  State  banks.  When  any  meas- 
ure has  come  before  the  House  to  tax  State  bank 
circulation  it  is  opposed  upon  the  ground  that 
there  is  no  tax  imposed  upon  the  circulation  of 
the  national  banks.  We  have  them  both  pre- 
sented now  by  this  amendment,  which  proposes 
to  tax  the  circulation  of  both  national  banks  and 
State  banks,  and  I  hope  the  amendment  will  be 
adopted.  The  effect  of  it  must  be  to  increase  the 
revenue  and  to  diminish  the  inducement  of  the 
banks  to  depreciate  the  currency  by  extending 
their  circulation  and  their  loans. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  terminating  debate. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washbcrne,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  had  under  con- 
sideration the  internal  revenue  bill,  and  had  come 
to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  when  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
shall  resume  the  consideration  of  this  bill  all  de- 
bate shall  terminate  upon  the  pending  section  in 
halfa  minute  after  the  same  is  resumed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  i  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended ,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Washburne,  of 
Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  special  order,  being  the  internal 
revenue  bill. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Farnsworth's 
amendment  as  ampnilcd. 

The  committee  divided;  and  there  were — ayes 
50,  noes  41. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Holman 
and  Fenton  were  appointed. 

The  amendment  was  adopted;  the  tellers  hav- 
ing reported — ayes  62,  noes  51. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  beyond  the  amountinvested  in  the  United  States 
bonds." 

Mr.  MORRILL  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Orth  and 
Kernan  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  57,  noes  52. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YEAMAN  moved  to  add  the  following: 

ProvUed,  That  this  tax  shall  not  apply  to  any  hank  in 
process  of  liquidation. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERNAN.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
word  "money"  the  words  "  excluding  moneys 
deposited  by.  and  belonging  to  any  State."  And 
I  ask  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered;  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  next  proposition  re- 
served is  the  following  amendment  moved  by  the 
gentletjifin  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Blaine.] 

Strike  ont  the  following: 

Provided,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  rate  or  price  of 
i'.ilvertising  is  fixed  by  any  law  of  the  United  States,  State, 
or  Territory,  it  shall  he  lawful  for  the  company,  person,  or 
persons,  publishini;  said  advertisements,  toadd  the  duty  oi 
lax  imposed  hy  this  act  to  the  price  of  said  advcrtisoniunts, 
any  law,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KASSON.  I  move,  according  to  the  con- 
sent granted  to  me  by  the  committee  some  time 
ago,  to  add  the  following  proviso  to  the  onehun- 
tlred  and  fourteenth  section: 

ProvUed,  That  only  one  deduction  of  $600  shall  be  made 
from  the  aggregate  incomes  of  all  the  members  of  any  one 
family  coiiiposi'd  of  parent  and  minor  children,  or  husband 
and  wife,  except  in  cases  where  sueli  s('parate  income  shall 
be  derived  from  separate  or  individual  gains  of  the  wife  or 
child,  and  the  deduction  In  Huch  coses  made  shall  be  allowed 
only  on  Incomes  of  the  heads  of  faniilica. 

TIm;  object  sought  by  this  amendment  is  to  pre- 
Vi  ntthe  dividing  up  the  income  of  a  family,  wjiich 


really  belongs  to  the  head  of  the  family,  among 
its  different  members,  so  as  to  reduce  the  amount 
below  $600. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  propose  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment in  such  a  way  as  to  render  that  provision 
unnecessary.  I  move  to  amend  section  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  relating  to  income  taxes,  by 
striking  out  "five,"  wherever  it  occurs,  and  in- 
serting "  ten;"  so  that  the  income  tax  shall  be  ten 
per  cent,  in  all  cases. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  state 
that  that  portion  of  the  section  was  not  reserved. 
The  only  reservation  was  to  enable  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa  to  offer  his  proviso. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  Then  1  offer  my  fimendment 
as  a  proviso. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     That  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  propose  to  add  it  as  a  pro- 
viso to  the  proviso. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  on 
that.     That  subject  has  not  been  reserved. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  the  understanding 
of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  It  comes  in  as  a  part  of  the  pro- 
viso. The  right  to  put  in  a  proviso  to  the  section 
was  reserved. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  will  not  insist  upon  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  WILSON.  If  I  withdraw  the  point  the 
amendment  will  be  regarded  as  being  before  the 
committee  for  action.  If  the  gentleman  merely 
wishes  to  make  some  remarks  upon  the  subject 
without  asking  a  vote  upon  the  amendment,  I 
have  no  objection. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  holds  that  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  does  notcome  within 
the  understanding  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Will  it  not  be  in  order  for 
the  gentleman  to  move  to  add  to  that  proviso 
that  after  one  year  the  income  tax  shall  in  all  cases 
be  ten  per  cent.. > 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  have  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  read 
again. 

The  amendment  was  again  read. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  now  move  to  add  to  that 
proviso  a  proposition  that  after  one  year  from  the 
passage  of  this  act  the  income  tax  shall  be  ten  per 
cent. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  renew  the  point  of  order. 
That  matter  has  been  acted  upon  and  disposed  of 
by  the  committee,  and  was  not  reserved. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  agreement  of  the 
committee  was  that  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
should  have  permission  to  go  back  to  that  sec- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  offering  a  proviso.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  inoves  to  amend 
that  proviso  by  an  amendment,  which  the  Chair 
thinks  is  in  order. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  raise  another  point.  It  is 
that  the  question  of  amount  of  income  tax  is  not 
germane  to  the  matter  of  that  proviso. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  it  em- 
braces the  subject-matter,  and  is  therefore  in 
order. 

Mr.  HOOPER.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  at  the  end  of  the  proviso  the 
words  "and  that  after  one  year  the  income  tax 
shall  be  uniform  at  ten  per  cent." 

Mr.  Chairman,  my  colleagues  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  will  bear  witness  that 
1  proposed  ten  per  cent,  as  the  uniform  rate  of 
income  tax  in  the  cvmmittee.  I  object  to  the  in- 
troduction of  the  principle  of  the  gentleman  fi-om 
New  York,  selecting  certain  men  of  wealth  to  be 
taxed  as' a  class  at  a  different  rate  from  what  he 
taxes  himself  and  others;  and  I  object  to  the 
large  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House 
taxing  themselves  and  their  friends  at  half  price, 
for  that  is  precisely  what  it  amounts  to  as  the  law 
stands  now. 

The  pious  gentleman  from  New  York,  who 
likes  better  to  take  money  out  of  his  neighbor's 
pocket  than  his  own,  and  the  law-observing  mem- 
ber from  Ohio,  who  proposes  to  crush  down  rich 
men  who  refuse  to  submit  to  law,  tell  us  that  they 
are  prompted  by  regard  to  worthy  men  with  large 
families  who  have  only  $1,200  a  year.  They 
know,  however,  that  $800  of  that  amount  is  ex- 
empt from  taxation,  leavingonly  $400  to  be  taxed 
as  income.  It  is  very  hard,  these  gentlemen  tell 
us,  to  make  such  poor  men  pay  twenty  dollars 
more;  but  neither  of  them  have  referred  to  the 
fact,  which  1  fancy  ia  of  much  more  interest  to 


them,  that  under  this  pretended  care  for  poor  men 
with  large  families  they  will  each  save  themselves 
from  paying  several  hundred  dollars.  For  every 
twenty  dollars  they  save  the  poor  men  with  large 
families,  about  whom  they  are  so  anxious,  rnost 
of  the  members  of  this  House  will  save  them- 
selves from  paying  $300  and  some  will  save$50()! 

Let  us  consider,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  much  will 
be  produced  by  confining  the  tax  often  percent, 
to  incomes  over  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  whole 
amount  that  would  be  collected  would  be  com- 
paratively small,  and  in  my  opinion  would  not 
compensate  for  the  amount  of  ill-feeling  v^hich 
its  injustice  would  create.  Nine  tenths  of  the 
members  of  this  House  probably  have  incomes 
varying  from  $4,000  to  $10,000.  But  if  you  will 
take  the  community  at  large,  there  are  probably 
not  more  than  two  with  an  income  over  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  to  five  hundred  with  incomes  vary- 
ing from  $2,500  to  $10,000.  Estimating  those  five 
hundredatanaverage  incomeof$3, 000 each  would 
give  you,  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent.,  $150,000  for 
income  tax,  while  the  two  with  incomes  over  ten 
thousand  dollars,  even  if  you  rate  them  at  $40,000 
each,  would  give  you  only  $8,000  for  the  tax.  If 
the  tax  of  ten  per  cent,  is  confined  to  incomes  over 
ten  thousand  dollars,  it  will  not  yield  three  per 
cent,  of  the  amount  which  would  be  obtained  by 
making  ten  per  cent,  the  uniform  rate  of  income 
tax.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  who  talks 
so  much  about  patriotism,  will  show  his  sincerity 
by  consenting  to  sacrifice  the  few  hundred  dollars 
he  would  saveat"thehalfpricerate  to  protect  poor 
men  with  large  families,"  and  vote  for  the  uniform 
rate  of  ten  per  cent,  after  the  present  year,  which 
will  give  many  millions  to  the  Treasury  and  re- 
deem the  House  from  the  imputation  of  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  who  charges  that  we  tax  the 
poor  man 's  oil  and  refuse  to  tax  members  of  Con- 
gress and  others  having  salaries  and  incomes  of 
$3,000  to  $10,000. 

Mr.  SPALDING.  I  rise  to  reply  to  the  views 
addressed  impromptu  [laughter]  to  the  House  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  I  have  no 
particular  objection  in  my  own  particular  case  to 
meet  this  inci-eased  rate  often  per  cent,  upon  my 
income;  but  I  am  afraid  that  that  tax  would  prove 
onerous  upon  the  $2,000,000  of  the  plethoric  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts.  Why,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman, since  we  voted  the  other  day  upon  this 
proposition  in  regard  to  the  income  tax,  making 
the  rich  pay  in  proportion  to  their  riches  and  the 
poor  pay  in  proportion  to  what  they  have,  has 
thought  upon  this  matter  upon  his  pillow,  and  he 
comes  in  here  this  morning  and  undertakes  to  be 
sarcastic  upon  certain  members  of  this  House  who 
had  the  boldness  to  advocate  the  proposition  of 
making  wealth  bear  some  little  portion  of  the  bur- 
dens of  these  calamitous  times.  And  he  not  only 
does  so,  but  he  impugns  the  motives  of  men  who 
perhaps  may  be  as  honorable  a«i'd  patriotic  as 
himself. 

Sir,  I  have  read  in  Peter  Ptndar  that  avarice  is 
a  devil;  and  I  have  read  somewhere  else  that  after 
a  man  becomes  wealthy  his  covetousness  is  legion, 
that  it  is  a  host  of  devils;  and  I  never  saw  it  ex- 
emplified so  fairly  and  plainly  as  on  this  floor. 
Why,  how  are  all  taxes  laid.'  If  I  have  a  four- 
wheeled  carriage  and  ride  in  it  to  church  on  the 
Sabbath,  I  expect  that  carriage  to  be  assessed 
with  the  duty  put  on  such  articles  by  this  Con- 
gress. If  I  have  not  a  carriage  and  go  on  foot, 
I  escape  the  tax,  and  the  gentleman  who  rides 
pays  the  tax.  What  is  the  difference  here.'  Upon 
ihe  first  thousand, two  thousand,  or  three  thou- 
sand, I  pay  the  same  tax  with  him.  I  ask  no  dis- 
crimination in  favor  of  iny  modicum.  To  the 
extent  to  which  we  are  enabled  to  go  together,  I 
pay  as  much  as  he  does,  although  I  cannot  afford 
It  to  the  same  extent.  When  he  rises  up  to  his 
$50,000  or  more,  upon  the  surplus  over  $25,000 
he  pays  a  lax  which  I  do  not  pay,  because  I  have 
not  the  property  to  be  assessed.  Thatis  the  only 
reason  I  do  not  pay  it;  not  because  I  have  not  the 
inclination,  but  because  I  have  not  the  subject- 
matter  to  be  assessed.  Cannot  the  gentleman  see 
the  difference.'  I  am  willing  to  pay.  I  pay  so 
far  as  my  property  subjects  me  to  payinent.  He 
does  not.  He  refuses.  I  present  my  means  and 
pay  accordingly.  He  presents  his  means  and  will 
not  pay  accordmgly.  There  is  the  difference  be- 
tween us.  He  is  craving  for  himself  and  the  mil- 
lionaires throughout  the  country  an  exemption 
from  duty  which  no  poor  patriotic  man  asks  to  be 
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exempted  from.  I  ask  this  House  if  they  can  for 
one  moment  indulge  these  men  in  any  such 
Bcheme. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  tlie  committee 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  debate,  upon  this 
question. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resun^d  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 
reporred  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
state  of  the  Union  generally  under  consideration, 
and  particularly  the  internal  revenue  bill, and  had 
come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
shall  again  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  all  debate  upon 
the  pending  section  siiall  be  terminated  in  one 
minute. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tlie  Union 
on  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  theWholeon  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr. Washburne,  of  Illinois,  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  internal  revenue 
bill. 

Mr.  FINCK.  I  desire  to  offer  the  following 
as  an  additional  section  to  the  bill: 

Sec.  — .  «9iid6e  it  further  enacted.  That  tlie  spveral  as- 
sessments made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  in  the  sev- 
eral counties  of  the  States,  may  be  collected  by  the  county 
treasurers  or  other  collectors  of  taxes  in  the  respective 
counties  in  the  States  :  Provided,  That  such  collectors,  be- 
fore entering  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties  under  this 
aot,sliall  each  execute  a  bond  payable  to  the  United  States 
in  such  form,  with  such  security,  and  for  such  amo\nit,  and 
with  such  conditions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  respect- 
ive duties,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  said  collec- 
tion such  compensation  as  may  be  allowed  for  like  collec- 
tions of  State  taxes  in  their  respective  States. 

Mr.  UPSON,  i  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  sub- 
mit tfiat  we  have  disposed  of  all  the  reserved  sec- 
tions and  that  tiie  consideration  of  the  bill  has 
been  completed  by  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration, 
as  a  special  order,  the  internal  revenue  bill,  and 
had  instructed  him  to  report  the  same  to  the 
House  with  sundry  amendments,  and  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  bill  and  all  pending  amendments. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Will  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  withdraw  the  motion  for  a 
moment  that  I  may  offer  an  amendment  as  an 
additional  section  ? 

Mr.  MORRILL.     On  what  subject.' 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  It'is  the  amend- 
ment in  regard  to  imported  liquors,  which  I  of- 
fered in  committee. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  withdraw  the  previous 
question  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  as  an  additional  section: 

^nd  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the  seventh 
section  of  the  act  of  March  7,  1834,  to  increase  the  inter- 
nal revenue,  &c.,  as  levies  a  tax  of  forty  cents  a  gallon  on 
spirits  imported  prior  to  March  7,  1864,  l)e  and  is  hereby  re- 
peali'd,and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  refund  to  persons  paying  the  same  all  moneys  thus  ex- 
acted on  spirits  imported  prior  to  said  March  7,  18U4. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  now  move  the  previous 
question  on  the  bill  and  amendments. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  to  let  the  counter- 
proposition  corne  in  for  the  taxation  of  spirits  on 
hand.  That  is  but  just  and  fair.  We  can  have 
n  vote  on  it  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  let  our  con- 
stituents si^e  how  we  voiiil  on  this  question. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  1  decline  to  withdraw  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Then  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  second  it. 

The  question  being  on  seconding  ilic  demand 
for  the  previous  question, 


The  SPEAKER  ordered  tellers;  and  Messrs. 
Morrill,  and  Washburne  of  Illinois,  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  43,  noes  67. 

So  the  House  refused  to  second  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  now  offer 
this  amendment  as  an  additional  section. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thatcannotbe  done  in  oi-dcr. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Then  I  offer 
it  as  a  substitute  for  the  ametidment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York. 

The  amendment  was  reported,  as  follows: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  spirits  of  domestic  pro- 
duction and  held  for  sale  on  the  1st  tlay  of  May,  1864,  and 
on  which  no  tax  shall  have  been  paid,  shall  be  subject  to  a 
duty  of  fifty  cents  per  gallon  ;  and  all  such  spirits  held  for 
sale  on  which  a  prior  duty  shall  have  been  paid,  shall  be 
subject  to  a  duty  of  thirty  cents  per  gallon  :  Provided  fur- 
ther, Tliat  bona  fide  retail  dealers  in  spirits,  duly  licensed, 
shall  not  be  taxed  on  their  stock  on  hand,  whose  quantity 
on  hand  does  not  exceed  two  barrels. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  now  demand  the  previous 
question  on  the  bill  and  amendments. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  (there 
being,  on  division — ayes  63,  noes  48,)  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Hicket, 
one  of  its  clerks,  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  the  following  bills  and  joint  resolution,  in 
which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the  concurrence  of 
the  House: 

An  act  (No.  236)  to  provide  for  granting  an 
honorable  discharge  to  coal-heavers  and  firemen 
in  the  naval  service; 

Joint  resolution  (No.  44)  for  the  relief  of  clerks 
at  the  Kittery  and  Philadelphia  navy-yards;  and 

All  act  (No.  256)  to  change  and  define  the  bound- 
aries of  the  eastern  and  western  judicial  districts 
of  Virginia,  and  to  alter  the  names  of  said  dis- 
tricts, and  for  other  purposes. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  passed  an  act  (H.  R. 
No.  300)  for  the  classification  of  the  clerks  to  pay- 
masters in  the  Navy,  and  graduating  their  pay, 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  he  was  directed  to 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

RELIEF  TO  EAST  TENNESSEE. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  an  address  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  through  him 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  on  the  condition  of 
the  people  of  East  Tennessee,  and  asking  atten- 
tion to  the  necessity  of  some  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  for  their  relief,  which  address  is 
presented  by  a  committee  of  an  organization  called 
the  East  Tennessee  Relief  Association.  The  Pres- 
ident, while  deeply  commiserating  the  condition 
of  that  most  loyal  and  suffering  people,  states  that 
he  is  unnrepared  to  makeany  specific  recommend- 
ation for  their  relief,  the  military  doing  its  best 
for  them.  The  address  suggests  thata  direct  rail- 
road communication  between  Knoxvilleand  Cin- 
cinnati, by  way  of  central  Kentucky,  would  be  of 
great  consequence  in  the  present  emergency, and 
the  President  declares  his  readiness,  with  the 
hearty  concurrence  of  Congress,  to  construct  the 
road,  both  for  tiie  relief  of  those  people  and  for  its 
continuing  of  military  importance. 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MILITARY    POSITION   OP  A  MEMBER. 
The  SPEAKER,  by  unaniinous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  the  following  message  from  the 
President: 
To  the  House  of  Representatives ; 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  your  honorable  body,  a 
copy  of  which  Is  hereby  returned,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  brief  statement,  which  is  believed  to 
contain  the  information  sought: 

Prior  to,  and  at  the  niecliii<;  of  the  present  Congress, 
Robert  C.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  and  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr.,  of 
Missouri,  members  elect  thereto,  by  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  Senate  held  commissions  from  the  Executive  as 
major  generals  in  tlie  volunteer  army.  General  Schenek 
tendered  the  resignation  of  his  said  commission  and  look 
his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  assembling 
thereof,  upon  the  distinct  verbal  understanding  with  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  the  Executive  that  he  miglit,  at  any 
time  during  llie  session,  at  his  own  pleasure,  willidiinv 
said  resignation  and  return  to  the  tield.  General  Blair 
was,  by  temporary  agreement  with  General  Sherman,  in 
coniMiand  of  a  corps  through  tin;  battles  in  front  of  Chat- 
tanooga, and  In  the  march  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville,  which 
o(  iiirred  in  ih^attur  days  of  I)eceu*bcr  lust,  and  of  course 


was  not  present  at  the  assembling  of  Congress.  When  he 
subsequently  arrived  liere,  he  sought  and  w.is  allowed  by 
the  Secretai-y  of  War  and  the^ptecutive  the  same  condi- 
tions and  promise  as  allowed  aiuTinade  to  General  Schenck. 
General  Schenck  has  not  applied  to  withdraw  his  resigna- 
tion, but  when  General  Grant  was  made  lieutenant  gen- 
eral, producing  some  change  of  commanders,  General  blair 
sought  to  be  assigned  to  command  of  a  corps.  This  was 
made  known  toGeneralsGrantand  Sherman,  and  assented 
to  by  them,  and  the  particular  corps  for  him  designated. 
This  was  all  arranged  and  understood,  as  now  remembered, 
as  much  as  a  month  ago;  but  the  withdrawal  of  General 
Blair's  resignation,  and  making  the  order  assigning  him  to 
the  command  of  a  corps,  were  not  consummate'd  at  the 
War  Department  until  la*l  week,  perhaps  on  the  23d  of 
April,  instant.  As  a  summary  of  the  whole,  it  may  be 
stated  that  General  Blair  holds  no  military  commission  or 
appointment  other  than  herein  stated,  and  that  it  is  i>e- 
lieved  he  is  now  acting  as  major  general  upon  the  assumed 
validity  of  the  commission  herein  stated,  and  not  other- 
wise. There  are  some  letters,  notes,  telegrams,  orders, 
entries,  and  perhaps  other  documents,  in  connection  with 
this  subject,  which  it  is  believed  would  throw  no  additional 
light  upon  it,  but  which  will  be  cheerfully  furnished  if  de- 
sired. ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
^pril^S,  1864. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  move  that  the  message  be 
printed  and  referred  to  the  Coinmittee  of  Elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  observe,  much  to  my  sur- 
prise, that  my  name  occurs  in  the  communication 
from  the  President  which  has  just  been  read;  and 
I  think  it  proper  before  any  reference  of  it  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections  that  I  should  make  some 
statement  in  reference  to  my  connection  with  the 
matter  of  which  it  treats.  There  appears  to  be 
some  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 1  shall  content  myself  with  recounting 
briefly  the  circumstances  under  which  I  resigned 
my  commission  in  the  Army, and  the  relation  in 
which  that  placed  me  to  this  House. 

Mr.  KALBFLEISCH.  I  desire  to  know  what 
is  before  the  House  that  is  debatable. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent is  before  the  House  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  1  say  that  1  shall  content 
myself  with  stating  what  occurred  so  far  as  I  iny- 
self  am  concerned.  I  was  elected  to  this  Con- 
gress by  the  people  of  the  third  district  of  Ohio 
in  the  autumn  of  1863,  in  my  absence,  while  en- 
gaged in  military  service,  or  rather  at  a  time 
when,  by  the  chances  of  war,  I  happened  to  be 
disabled,  and  it  was  not  certain  whether  I  could 
return  to  active  duty.  This  forced  upon  me 
subsequently,  when  again  in  command,  the  ques- 
tion whether  I  should  leave  the  service  and  take 
the  position  tendered  me  in  this  body,  or  decline 
a  place  here,  and  leave  my  constituents  to  make  a 
new  election.  For  some  time  I  doubted  what 
it  was  my  duty  to  do.  As  the  time  approached, 
when  it  became  necessary  that  it  should  be  known 
whether  I  was  to  take  my  seat  as  a  Representative 
or  not,  in  order  that  if  1  declined  seasonable  op- 
portunity might  be  given  for  holding  a  special 
election  to  fill  the  vacancy,  I  felt  it  obligatory 
upon  me  to  decide  that  question. 

My  own  preference  was  to  remain  with  the 
Army.  I  had  gone  in  for  the  warand  wished  to 
see  it  through.  My  constituents, generally,  and 
many  other  friends  in  Ohio  and  elsewhere,  desired 
me  to  take  my  seat  here.  Others,  whose  judg- 
ment accorded  with  my  own  personal  inclination, 
advised  and  urged  me  to  remain  in  military  ser- 
vice. I  had  a  conversation  with  the  Secretary  of 
War  upon  the  subject.  I  stated  to  him  that  1  de- 
cidedly preferred,  on  many  accounts,  to  continue 
in  the  military  service  or  to  return  to  it,  and  tliat 
I  felt  unwilling  to  go  into  Congress  unless  1  could 
be  sure  that  if  I  wished  to  return  1  could  be  re- 
stored with  the  same  rank  and  date  1  had  before 
held.  1  was  told  by  theSecretary  ihatthere  would 
be  no  difficulty  he  thoughtabout  that.  Someihir^ 
was  said  in  the  course  of  the  conversation  about 
the  possibility  of  rescinding  at  a  future  time  the 
order  accepting  my  resignation,  when  I  siiould 
wish  again  to  go  into  the  Army;  and  the  sugges- 
tion was  made  also  that  I  miglit  be  reappointed, 
if  that  should  appear  to  be  the  proper  way  of  re- 
storing me  to  my  position.  There  wasnoagree- 
inent,  no  distinct  understatiding,  between  Mr. 
Stanton  and  inyself  as  to  how  it  should  be  done. 

I  reiYiember  this  clearly,  and  I  know  it  also 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  my  impression  then,  as 
it  is  my  opinion  now,  that  I  would  have  to  be  re- 
appointed. The  question  how  was  little  con- 
sidered, and  was  passed  by.  The  Secretary  only 
assured  me  that  it  could  be  airanjjed  and  under- 
stood as  1  desireil.     He  concurred  in  my  opinion 
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that  to  remove  my  disqualification  for  taking  a 
seat  in  Congress,  myjresignation  of  my  military 
commission  mustbeuireolute.  It  was,  of  course, 
known  (hat  the  Presitlent  would  have  the  |)Ower 
to  appoint  me  with  the  same  rank  and  date  I  had 
before.  I  asked  the  Secretary  of  War  if  it  was 
necessary  for  me  to  converse  with  the  President 
on  the  subject  before  resigning.  Ho  said  he 
thought  not;  that  he  would  himself  speak  to  the 
Presiitent.  In  a  subsequent  conversation  at  the 
War  Department,  Mr.  Stanton  informed  me  that 
hi;  bsd  mentioned  the  subject  to  the  President,  and 
(he  FrcsidcVi't concurred  with  him  that  the  matter 
could  bn  arranged,  so  that  I  could  return  to  the 
military  .-service  when  1  desired.  Nothing  was 
Hoid  about  any  particular  time  to  which  1  was  to 
be  limited;  whether  it  was  to  be  during  this  ses- 
.sioii  of  Congress  or  at  a  later  day.  1  supposed, 
however,  that  of  course  it  would  have  to  be  within 
what  might  be  stated,  in  gi.'iieral  terms,  as  a  rea- 
sonable time. 

In  this  slate  of  facts,  on  the  14th  of  November 
last,  I  tendered  to  the  President  my  resignation, 
to  take  effect  on  the5ih  December,  1863.  At  the 
same  time,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
inclosing  a!id  forwarding  the  resignation,  I  re- 
quested that  I  might  be  relieved  from  my  com- 
mand as  soon  thereafter  as  might  be  convenient. 
My  resignation  was  accepted,  and  of  that  accept- 
ance I  received  formal  noticeat  Baltimore,  on  the 
91st  of  November,  and  in  pursuance  of  orders,  on 
the  5th  of  December,  tiiere  being  no  other  suc- 
cessor assigned,  I  turned  over  the  command  of  my 
department  and  corps  to  Brigadier  General  Lock- 
wood,  who  was  the  officer  in  the  department  next 
in  rank.  Thus  it  was  that  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber last  I  came  here  and  took  my  seat  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  national  Legislature,  not  understanding 
then  or  now,  and  not  claiming  then  or  n'ow,  to  be 
still,  in  any  sense,  in  the  military  service. 

One  other  explanation  1  am  reminded  to  add 
here,  suggested  by  my  friend  and  colleague  on 
the  Military  Committee,  [Mr.  Odell.]  I  re- 
ceived my  pay  as  a  major  general  up  to  the  time 
1  left  the  service,  and  I  have  drawn  pay  as  a 
member  of  Congress  from  the  beginning  of  this 
session.  I  have  taken  no  double  pay.  I  do  not 
believe  I  am  entitled  to  it;  bi\t  if  lam  I  shall  not 
tnke  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  made  these  remarks  simply 
that  there  may  be  no  misapprehension  as  to  my 
own  views  in  regard  to  my  relation  to  this  House, 
nnd  only  because  my  name  and  case  were  al- 
luded to  in  the  message  from  the  President. 

Mr.  DAWES  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  message  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  taken;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  tore- 
consider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INTKKNAI.  RJiVKNUE  BILL AGAIN. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont having  reported  the  bill  is  entitled  to  an 
hour  to  close  the  debate. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  avail  myself  of  that  privilege  except  to 
make  a  few  observations  explanatory  of  thestate  of 
the  bill  now  before  the  House.  But  first  allow  me 
to  say,  in  behalfof  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  .Stebbins,]  that  some  remarks  which  were 
made  here  a  few  days  ago  in  reference  to  his  po- 
sition as  to  the  lax  upon  brokers  have,  perhaps, 
been  misunderstood.  I  desire  to  say  that  while 
ho  woB  in  favor  of  taxing  the  brokers  to  the  ex- 
tent that  he  deemed  their  business  would  bear, 
he  was  not  in  favor  of  making  it  so  high  ns  to  be 
regarded  as  extravagantas  1  know  he  would  have 
regarded  the  amendment  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  raised  the  tax  on  refined 
petroleum,  as  reported  in  the  original  bill,  from 
twenty  cents  to  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon.  In 
iiddition  to  that  we  have  placed  a  tax  upon  crude 
petroleum  of  one  dollar  per  barrel,  which  will 
make  it  about  equal  to  thirty  cents  per  gallon. 
We  havealsoprovided  fora  drawback  upon  crude 
petroleum.  If  now  tlie  House  vote  down  tiie 
amendment  of  five  per  cent,  per  gallon  it  would 
leave  the  lax  iwi-nly  rfiits  per  gallon  upon  refined 


petroleum.  If  we  should  do  that  then  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  (>ther  tax  might  be  allowed  to  remain. 
But  it  seems  to  me  to  be  excessive  to  allow  both 
to  remain.  I  individually  hope  that  the  tax  on 
crude  petroleum  will  be  voted  down,  nnd  that  then 
the  drawback  will  be  voted  down. 

In  relation  to  railroads,  we  have  stricken  out 
the  proviso  by  which  they  were  allowed  to  charge 
the  increase  of  tax  upon  passengers  and  freight. 
This  is  a  provision  that  would  benefit  them  to 
some  extent.  I  suppose  it  would  reach  only  a 
small  number  of  railroads  in  the  v/hole  country. 
If  the  provision  is  suffered  to  remain  it  will  leave 
these  railroads  in  the  condition  they  would  be 
without  the  lax.  They  can  go  up  to  the  maxi- 
mum which  they  are  allowed  to  uo  under  State 
laws.  ■  If  this  provision  be  voted  down  they  would 
be  subject  to  the  tax  without  being  able  to  go  be- 
yond the  maximum.  I  think  we  ought  to  leave 
these  roads  with  the  same  rights  they  enjoyed 
previous  to  the  tax. 

There  is  anotJicr  subject  where  I  fear  we  may 
have  crippled  the  law,  and  that  is  by  putting  in 
the  amendment  in  relation  to  the  validity  of  prom- 
issory notes,  checks,  nnd  other  instruments  in 
writing.  I  regard  that  provision  in  the  present 
law  as  an  imoortant  one;  and  I  fear  if  we  solely 
rely  on  penalties  we  shall  much  impair  the  rfli- 
ciency  of  this  part  of  the  act. 

I  have  a  word  to  say  in  respect  to  the  income  tax. 
There  is  no  provision  in  the  bill  like  that  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  On  all  other 
subjects  we  tax  every  man  alike.  We  do  not 
tax  the  manufacturer  or  producer  of  merchandise 
a  great-r  percentage  because  he  manufactures  or 
produces  more  than  his  neighbor.  No  State  has 
ever  taxed  on  this  principle  or  ever  will.  This 
provision  goes  upon  the  principle  of  taxing  a  man 
more  because  he  is  richer  than  another.  The  very 
theory  of  our  institutions  is  entire  equality;  that 
we  make  no  distinction  between  the  rich  man  and 
the  poor  man.  The  man  of  moderate  means  is 
just  as  good  as  the  man  with  more  means,  but 
our  theory  of  government  does  not  admit  that  he 
is  Ijetter,  and  1  regard  it  as  an  evidence  of  the 
spirit  of  agrarianism  to  present  a  law  here  which 
shall  make  any  such  distinction.  It  is  seizing 
property  of  men  for  the  crime  of  having  too 
much.  I  can  speak  fa[irly  on  this  subject  because 
I  do  not  belong  to  this  class.  We  have  too  few 
rich  men  in  the  country  to  make  a  distinction 
that  may  induce  them  to  expatriate  themselves 
during  the  season  of  the  large  taxation  which  wc 
are  obliged  to  enforc-e.  If  like  true  and  loyal 
men  they  pay  as  do  other  men  upon  all  they  pos- 
sess, is  not  that  enough  ?  I  know  of  one  man 
in  this  House,  who,  I  believe,  has  done  that,  and 
contributed  to  the  comfort  of  the  soldier  not  less 
than  five  times  the  amount  of  his  taxes  in  addi- 
tion. Let  us  be  just.  I  believe  the  result  of  this 
differential  system  of  duties  upon  men  of  large 
wealth  will  be  to  make  them  go  abroad  in  order 
to  escape  the  taxation.  On  the  boundary  line  of 
my  own  State  I  fear  it  may  be  so.  In  this  prop- 
osition there  seems  to  me  to  be  something  un- 
just; and  I  can  say  that  without  any  partiality, 
"for  1  am  not  one  of  those  who  will  be  reached 
by  it. 

In  relation  to  the  bank  tax  and  the  additional 
section  adojited  on  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  I  really  hope  the  House  will  vote  them 
down,  for  the  reason  that  we  shall  reach  the 
question  of  bank  taxation  in  another  and  inde- 
pendent bill.  It  is  a  question  of  so  much  import- 
ance that  it  ought  not  to  be  incorporated  into 
this  bill,  for  thereby  we  shall  certainly  retard  its 
progress  through  the  other  branch  of  Congress. 

In  relation  to  the  tax  of  liquors  on  hand,  it  has 
been  debated  and  discussed  over  and  over  again. 
We  all  of  us  know  it  cannot  pass  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  of  Illinois.  I  desire  to 
know  upon  what  authority  the  gentleman  makes 
that  statement. 

Mr.  MORRILL.     Upon  former  votes. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  of  Illinois.  I  am  ad- 
vised differently,  and  that  the  Senate  has  been 
greatly  enlightened  since  the  former  votes  were 
taken,  and  that  they  will  adopt  our  amendment 
if  it  is  incorporated  into  the  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  think  the  gentleman  is 
mi.stnken. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  At  any  rate 
that  is  no  good  argument  why  thn  House  should 
not  impoHe  (he  tux. 


Mr.  MORRILL.  I  am  sure  it  will  retard  the 
progress  of  this  bill  for  many  days,  and  I  think 
I  know  whereof  I  speak  as  well  as  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois.  Gentlemen  have  made  up  their 
record  upon  this  subject.  I  would  be  glad  to  go 
with  them  and  reach  this  large  amount  of  revenue, 
but  I  do  not  believe  it  would  be  consistent  with 
the  principles  of  fair  legislation.  I  desire  that 
this  bill  shall  go  forth  to  the  country  with, noth- 
ing in  it  to  which  anybody  can  object  as  unjust 
or  unequal.     I  have  no  further  remarks  to  make. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  now  read  the 
first  amendment  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLE;N.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
manTrom  Vermont  whether  he  proposes  to  take  a 
vote  upon  all  these  amendments  one  at  a  time.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  propose  to  indicate  a  few 
amendments  upon  which  I  desire  a  separate  vote, 
and  then  to  leave  other  gentlemen  to  indicate  the 
amendments  upon  which  they  desire  a  separate 
vote,  and  then  to  take  a  vote  upon  all  the  rest  in 
a  body. 

Mr.  J.  C.  ALLEN.  At  this  time, or  will  you 
wait  until  the  amendments  are  printed? 

Mr.  MORRILL.'  Now. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  ask  whether 
the  amendments  shall  be  considered  sei'iatim — 
and  there  are  about  five  hundred  of  them — or 
whether  gentlemen  desiring  a  separate  vote  upon 
any  amendments  shall  name  them,  and  a  vote  be 
taken  on  the  remainder  in  a  body? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  suggest  that  the  vote  be 
taken  upon  each  proposition  as  it  is  read. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Does  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana understand  the  proposition  ?  I  propose  to 
indicate  the  several  amendments  upon  which  1  de- 
sire a  separate  vole,  and  then  I  am  willing  that 
other  gentlemen  shall  do  the  same  thing,  and  after 
that  we  take  a  vote  upon  all  the  rest  together. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  is  understood,  however, 
that  as  the  amendments  are  reported  any  gentle- 
man may  call  for  a  separate  vote?  » 

The  SPEAKER.  Unless  unanimous  consent 
is  given,  the  amendments  must  be  taken  seriatim. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  propose  they  shall  not  be  reported  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  is  that 
every  member  designate  what  he  desires  a  sep- 
arate vote  upon,  and  that  upon  all  the  other  amend- 
ments the  vote  shall  be  taken  in  a  body. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  proposition  was 
agreed  to;  and  under  the  operation  thereof  all  the 
amendments  reported  to  the  House  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
were  agreed  to,  except  those  upon  which  a  sep- 
arate vote  was  requested,  as  appears  below: 

On  page  116,  strike  out  lines  foriy-one,  forty-two,  aivd 
Ibrty-tliree,  which  are  .is  follows  : 

And  all  gas  companies  are  hereby  authorized  to  add  the 
duty  or  tax  imposed  i>y  law  to  the  price  perlhoiisaiid  cubic 
feet  on  gas  sold. 

Mr.  DEMING  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to — ayes  43, 
noes  58. 

Add  at  the  end  of  the  f>ection  the  following  proviso: 

Proridfd,  That  so  much  of  the  act  approved  July  It, 
1662,  "  making  furlhor  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  ^Otli  June, 
1863,  and  additional  approiiriations  forthe  year  ending30lh 
June,  1862,"  as  limits  the  price  to  be  paid  to  the  Washing- 
ton Gas-Light  Company  per  hundred  cubic  feet  of  gas  fur- 
nished by  it  to  the  Government  and  other  consumers,  bo 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

On  page  117,  In  line  si.\ty-two,al'ter  the  word  "  twenty" 
Insert "  li ve  ;"  so  that  it  will  read : 

On  coal-illuminating  oil  nnd  naphtha,  benzine,  and  ben- 
zole, refined,  produced  by  the  distillation  ofcoal,usplialtum, 
shale,  peat,  petroleum,  or  rock  oil,  and  all  other  bitumin- 
ous substances  used  for  like  purposes,  a  duty  of  twenty-five 
cents  per  gallon. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to — ayes  19, 
noes  73. 

In  line  sixty  five  of  thn  samn  page  and  section,  strike  out 
"  twelve"  and  insert  "  fificcir'  in  lieu  thereof;  so  that  ilia 
proviso  will  read : 

Proi'ided,  That  such  oil,  refined  and  produced  by  thedis- 
llllatloii  of  coal  exclusively,  shall  be  subject  lo  pay  a  duty 
of  liltcen  cents  per  gallon,  anything  to  the  contrary  not- 
wlilistandliig. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  lo. 

On  page  1 18,  at  the  end  of  the  same  section  insert  "  on 
crude  petroleum  one  dollar  per  barrel." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to — ayes  43, 
noes  60. 

On  page  212,  at  the  end  of  line  thirty-four,  Insert: 

^nd  provided  furthtr,  That  there  shall  be  an  allowance 
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or  drawback  on  crude  petroleum  when  exported  oC  ,fl  30 
per  barrel  of  forty  gallons. 

The  ameiidiTient  was  disagreed  to. 

Strike  out  tlie  following  proviso  at  the  end  of  section  one 
liuiidred  and  one,  on  page  143: 

Prodded,  Tliat  all  such  persons,  companies,  and  corpo- 
rations shall  have  the  right  to  add  the  duty  or  tax  imposed 
hereby  to  their  rates  of  fare  whenever  their  liability  thereto 
may  commence,  any  limitations  which  may  e.vist  by  law 
or  liy  agreement  with  any  person  or  company  which  may 
have  paid  or  be  liable  to  pay  such  fare  to  tlie  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

The  aniendmenl  wns  agreed  to — nyes  seventy- 
two,  noes  uot  counted. 

On  page  156,  section  one  hundred  and  fourteen,  strike 
oiitall  after  the  word  "  provided"  to  the  end  of  the  section, 
as  follows:  "That  upon  sucli  gains,  profits,  or  income, 
which  shall  be  derived  from  interest  tipon  notes,  bonds,  or 
securities  of  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected, aiul  paidaduty  of  twoandone  iialf  of  one  percent, 
only,  anythitigin  tliis  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;" 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following:  "  That  Income 
derived  from  interest  upon  notes,  bonds,  and  other  securi- 
ties of  the  United  States  shall  be  included  in  estimating  the 
income  under  this  section." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  next  amendment  upon 
which  a  separate  vote  has  been  called  for  is  the 
one  in  relation  to  banks  adopted  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  tlie  state  of  the  Union  this 
morning  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Il- 
linois, [Mr.  Parnsworth.] 

Mr.  GANSON.  1  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordei-ed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
tlio  aflii-malive — yeas  78,  nays  64;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Al- 
ley, Allison,  Ames,  Ancona,  Anderson,  Arnold.  Augustus 
C.  Baldwin,. lacobB.  Blair,  Brandegee,  William  G.  Brown, 
Cobb,  Cox,  Cravens,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawson,  Den- 
ison,  Donnelly,  Diiggs,  Eden,  Farnsworth,  Finck,  Gar- 
field, Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Hohnan,  Hooper, 
Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis 
W.  Kellogg,  Knapp,  Law,  Le  Blon<l,  Loan,  Long,  Long- 
year,  Marcy,  McAllister,  McBride,  McClurg,  McDowell, 
McKinney,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison, 
Noble,  Norton,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pike,  Samuel  J.  Ran- 
dall, William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Robinson, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Schenck,  Sloan,  Smith,  Stiles, 
Strouse,  Sluart,  Thomas,  Eliliu  B.  Wasliburne,  Webster, 
Wtialej,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White, 
Williams,  Wilson,  Windoni,  a*)d  Yeaman — 78. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Bea- 
■man.  Blow,  Boutwell,  Brooks,  Bronmall,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Cole,  Creswell,  Dawes,  Deming,  Eckley,  Eldridge,  Eliot, 
Fenton,  Ganson,  Grinnell,  Griswold,  Herrick,  Higby, 
Hotchkiss,  Asahcl  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes, 
Kalbfieisch,  Kasson,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kernan,  King,  La- 
zear,  Marvin,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller.  Moorhead, 
Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nel- 
son, Charles  O'Neill,  Patterson,  Pendleton,  Perliam,  Perry, 
Ponieroy,  Price,  Radford,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rol- 
lins, Shannon,  Spalding,  John  B.  Steele, VVilliam  G.  Steele, 
Stevens,  Thayer,  Upson,  Voorhees,  Ward,  William  B. 
Washburn,  Wilder,  Winfield,  and  Fernando  Wood— 64. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendment  was  agreed  to; 
and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHALEY.  1  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
increasing  the  duty  on  coal  oil  from  twelve  to  fif- 
teen cents  a  gallon  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state^  of  the  Union  on  which  a 
separate  vote  was  uemanded  was  to  strike  out 
'•  tliree,"  on  page  127, and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
"  five,"  so  that  it  would  read: 

On  gold,  silver,  and  quicksilver,  produced  from  quartz 
mines,  from  beds  of  rivers,  from  the  earth,  or  in  any  other 
iViiy  or  manner,  a  duly  of  five  per  cent,  ad  caiorem. 

Mr.  HIGBY  demanded  a  separate  vote,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  there  were,  on  a 
division — ayes  72,  noes  24. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  on  which  a  separate  vote 
was  demanded  was  to  strike  out  the  one  hundred 
and  fifty-first  section,  as  follows: 

Sec.  15L  »4iirf  6e  it  further  enacted.  That  If  «ny  pcrtion 
or  persons  shall  make,  mgn,  nnd  issue,  or  issue  or  cause  to 
be  made,  signed,  and  issued,  any  Instrnmciit,  document, 
IT  pnper  of  any  kind  or  dcHoriptiun  whatsoevci-,  without  the 
«.  iin"  bfing  duly  i-ianipeil  for  denoting  th«!  duty  hereby  itn- 


posed  thereon,  or  without  having  thereupon  an  adhesive 
stamp  to  denote  said  duty,  such  person  or  persons  shall  In- 
cur a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars,  nnd  such  instrument,  docu- 
ment, or  paper  as  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  invalid  and  of 
no  effect. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  on  which  a  separate  vote 
was  demanded  was  to  strike  out  on  page  118, 
line  ninety-seven,  "  one  cent"  and  insert  "two 
cents;"  so  that  the  clause  would  read: 

On  brown  or  Muscovado  sugar  not  above  No.  15  Dutch 
standard  In  color,  produced  directly  from  the  sugar-cane 
and  not  from  sorghum  or  iniphee,  other  than  those  pro- 
duced by  the  refiner,  a  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  demanded 
a  separate  vote  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Under  the  present  law  the 
tax  is,  the  same. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  object 
to  the  gentleman  making  any  remarks  unie.ss  I 
liave  an  opportutiity  to  reply.  I  will  answer  the 
gentleman  if  I  have  an  opportunity. 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  KERNAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordereJ. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  71,  nays  72;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blow, 
B»utwell,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  William  G.  Brown,  Cobb, 
Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming, 
Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fen- 
ton, Garfield,  Grinnell,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel 
W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Longyear, 
McBride,  McCiurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead, 
Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Norton,  Orth,  Perliam, 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  H. 
Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Shan- 
non, Sloan,  Smith,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer,  William  B. 
Washburn,  Whaley,  Wilder,  Wilson,  and  Windoni — 71. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  VVilliam  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona, Brooks,  Chanler,  Clay,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denlson, Eden, 
Eldridge,  Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Griswold.  Hall,  Harding, 
Harrington,  Cliarles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Hutchins, 
Philip  Johnson,  William  Jotinson,  Kalbfieisch,  Kernan, 
King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond, Loan,  Long,  Marcy, 
Marvin,  McAllister,  McDowell,  McKinney.  William  H. 
Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Leonard  Myers,  Nel- 
son, Noble,  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  John  O'Neill,  Pendle- 
ton, Perry,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  James 
S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scofield,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G. 
Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Thomas,  Voorhees,  Ward, 
EUhu  B.  Washburne,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White, 
Joseph  W.  White,  Williams,  Winfield,  Fernando  Wood, 
and  Yeaman — 72. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amendment  was 
rejected;  and  also  moved  to  lay  tlie  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  naya 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table.  The  vote  was  so  close  that  I  think 
we  had  better  have  another  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  PennsytVania.  I  with- 
draw the  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  next  amendnient  on  which  a  separate  vote 
was  asked  was  on  page  119,  to  increase  the  duty 
on  sugar  from  two  to  three  cents  perpound. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  desire  to  say  that  on  the  vote 
just  taken  I  voted  "  ay."  I  find  that  my  vote  has 
not  been  recorded.  1  ask  that  it  may  be  recorded 
in  the  affirmative. 

Several  Members.     Too  late. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  not 
too  late. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  Does  the 
Chair  decide  that  the  gentleman  has  the  right  to 
correct  his  vote  now.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  from  the 
Digest  on  that  subject. 

The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

"  .\1I  proceedings  of  the  House  subsequent  to  the  erro- 
neous announcement  of  a  vote,  which  would  have  been 
irregular  if  such  vote  had  been  correctly  announced,  are  to 
be  treated  as  a  nullity  and  are  not  to  be  entered  on  the 
Journal." 

Mr.  JOHNSON,of  Pennsylvania.  That  simply 
applies  to  a  iTfistake  of  the  Chair  in  announcing 
a  vote. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  when 
a  gentleman  is  present  and  votes,  he  has  the  right 
to  have  his  vote  recorded. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  ,want  to 
suggest  to  the  Speaker  that  subsequent  to  theaijr 
nouncenient  of  the  vote  anamendment  was  taken 
up  and  voted  upon.  Other  business  therefore  had 


intervened  before  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
asked  to  have  his  vote  recorded. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  not 
too  late  for  the  gentleman  to  have  his  vote  re- 
corded. If  the  motion  to  reconsider  had  been  made 
and  had  been  laid  upon  the  table  the  Chair  might 
have  doubt,  but  at  present  he  has  no  doubt  that 
the  gentleman  has  the  right  to  correct  his  vote. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  sustained  as  the  judgment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Upson's  vote  was  then  recorded  in  the  af- 
firmative upon  the  amendment;  the  vote  stand- 
ing— yeas  72,  nays  72. 

The  SPEAKER  voted  in  the  negative;  so  the 
ameiulment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  Did  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts vote  upon  the  prevailing  side? 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.     1  did  not. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  gentleman  has  no 
right  to  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS.  1  desire  to  ask  why  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  could  not  move  to 
reconsider.' 

The  SPEAKER.  Because  the  gentleman  did 
not  vote  upon  the  prevailing  side. 

Mr.  A.  MYERS.  How  was  there  any  prevail- 
ing side  when  the  vote  was  a  tie  vote,  and  the 
Speaker  merely  voted  to  decide  the  matter.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  prevailing  side  was  the 
negative;  the  vote  of  the  Speaker  made  it  the  pre- 
vailing side.  The  Chair  states  that  he  usually 
votes  on  the  pi'evailing  side  when  there  is  a  tie 
vote.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  O'NEILL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  rise  to  a 
privileged  question.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  tite  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOUTWELL.  1  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  As  the  time  for  a  recess  has 
nearly  arrived  I  desire  to  say  before  the  vote  com- 
mences that  1  hope  this  bill  may  be  considered  in 
preference  to  all  other  business  to-night;  and  that 
we  shall  not  take  a  recess  at  the  usual  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  To-night  has  been  set  apart 
by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  for  the 
consideration  of  the  business  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  F  do  not  desire  to  have  that 
buskiess  interfere  with  this,  if  we  can  have  the 
remainder  of  the  evening  session  for  our  business. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Very  well,  then.  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  that  there  be  no 
recess;  and  that  there  be  no  evening  session  for 
other  business. 

Mr.  ROSS.     I  object  to  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  v/ill  then  submit 
the  question  to  the  House.  The  majority  have  the 
right  to  decide  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection to  my  proposition.  It  is  merely  that  the 
House  shall  continue  upon  this  business  as  long 
as  it  shall  see  fit,  and  that  the  evening  session  be 
devoted  to  no  other  business. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  recess,  but 
that  the  House  will  adjourn,  and  that  we  shall 
have  no  more  night  sessions. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Morrill  was  agreed  to. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Randall's 
motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
68,  nays  75;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  James  C.  .\llen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Brooks, 
Chanler,  Clay,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge, 
Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Griswold,  HalL  Harding,  Harring- 
ton, Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Hutchins, 
Pliilip  Johnson,  VVilliam  Johnson,  Kalbfieisch,  Kernan, 
King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Loan,  Long,  Marcy, 
Marvin,  McAllister,  McDowell,  McKinney,  William  H. 
Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell, 
John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Rob- 
inson, James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  VVil- 
liam G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart, Thomas,  Voorhees, 
Ward,  Bllhu  B.  Washburne,  Webster.  Wheeler,  Chiltou 
A. White,  Joseph  W.Whito,VV'illiains,tVlnficld,  Fernando 
Wood,  and  Yeaman — 68. 

NAYS — Messre.  .Mley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Benman,  BIniiie,  Jacob  B.  Blair, 
Blow,  Boutwell,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  VVilllnm  G,  Brown, 
Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Cr«'swell,  Henry  VVinlor  Da- 
vis, Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley, 
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niioi,  F.-irnswnrtli,  Fcnton,  Giirficid,  Grinnoll,  Iliehv, 
IIoi.|)iT,  Hotflikiss,  Asalicl  W.  Ilubhairl,  .loliii  H.  Hub- 
hard.  Ji-iiokfs,  Julian,  Kassoii,  Kelley,  Francis  VV.  Kellogg, 
Orlando  Killog!.'.  Loiifiycar,  McBride,  iMcClurg,  Melndoc, 
SaiiiuiM  F.  RlilliT,  Monrliead,  Morrill,  Daniol  Morris, 
Auios  Alynrs,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill, 
Ortli,  Palterscni,  Perliaiii,  Pike,  Ponieroy,  Price,  William 
II.  Uandall,  Alex.indcr  II.  Kice,  John  H.  Uioc,  Edward  II. 
Kollins,  Sehcnck,  Seofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Spalding,  Ste- 
vens, Thayer,  Up^:on,  William  B.  Washburn,  Wilder,  Wil- 
son, and  Windom— 75. 

So  the  moUon  to  reconsider  wits  not  Itiid  on  the 
tahle. 

Tlie  nuesiion  llicn  recurred  on  llie  motion  to 
recoii.sider. 

Mr.  DAWSON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Pennsylvania,  demanded 
tellers  on  liie  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  ROSS.  I  ri.se  to  a  privileged  question. 
The  time  has  arrived  for  talcing  a  recess  under 
the  order  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  agreed  some  time  ago 
by  the  House  that  we  should  go  on  with  this  bill 
until  it  wa.s  deemed  fit  to  adjourn  or  to  take  a  recess. 

Mr.  ROSS.  1  did  not  hear  that,  or  I  would  have 
obj''cte(l  10  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Pennsylvania.  Under  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  th^  gentleman  has  the  right 
to  go  back  and  change  the  vote. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clmir  does  not  think 
the  cases  are  parallel,  if  the  gentleman  does. 
The  gentleman  from  Illinois  can  move  to  adjourn 
or  to  take  a  recess. 

*  Mr.  ROSS.  I  move  that  the  House  take  a 
recess  until  seven  o'clock  p.  in. 

Mr.  COX.  1  hope  we  will  not  take  a  recess, 
but  go  through  with  this  bill,  and  then  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to;  there  being,  on 
a  divi-sion — ayes  60,  noes  65. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  ameiulment  of 
the  CoiTimitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  in  reference  to  the  tax  on  sugar,  raising  it 
froiTi  one  to  two  cents. 

Mr.  FINCK  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordeied. 

The  quesiion  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  75,  nays  66;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messr.'s.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
John  D.  Daldwin,  liaxtcr,  Beuinan,  Blaine,  Jacob  U.  Blair, 
lilovv,  Bouiwell,  Brandegee,  Brooniall,  William  G.  Brown, 
Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  (."reswell,  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  Dawes,  Deniing,  Di.xon,  Doiuielly,  Driggs,  Eckley, 
liliot,  Farnsworlh,  Fenton,  Garfield,  Griiniell,  lligby. 
Hooper,  Hotchkips,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  11.  Hubbard, 
Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  K(  Ucy,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Or- 
lando KelloL'C,  Longyear,  McBride,  McCiurg,  Mclndoe, 
Samuel  F.  Miller,  .Moorliead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Mortis,  Aiwis 
iMyern,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neiri,  OrUi, 
Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Poincroy,  Price,  William  H.  Uan- 
dall, Alexander  11.  Rice,  John  H.  Bice,  Edward  H.  Kollins, 
Sehenck,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Th.ayer,  Up- 
ton, William  B.  Washburn,  Wilder,  Wilson,  and  Win- 
dom— 75.  • 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancoiia,  Daily,  Angus- 
Ins  C.  Baldwin,  Brooks,  Chanler,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denition, 
F.den,  Finck,  Gansoii,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hall,  Harding, 
Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Horrick,  Holman,  Hutch- 
ins,  PliiliT)  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Kernan,  King, 
Knapp,  Law.  Lazear,  Lc  Blond,  Loan,  Long,  Marey,  Mar- 
vin, .McAllister,  McDowell,  McKinney,  William  H.  Miller, 
James  K.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  John  O'Neill, 
I'eudleiou,  Pferry,  Radl'rird,  Saninoj  J.  Randall,  Robinson, 
Ross,  Scolield,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele, 
Stiles,  Striiuse,  Smart,  Thomas,  Voorhees,  Ward,  Elihu 
B.  Washliurne,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Chilion  A.  Wliito, 
Joseph  W.  White,  Williams,  Wiiilield,  and  Fernando 
Wood— 6f). 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

During  tin;  vole, 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE,  having  been  called  out  of  the 
H')use,  asked  leave  to  vole. 

Ol^ji.ction  wa.s  made. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE  stated  that  he  would  have 
voied  in  the  negative. 

Tiie  rending  of  the  names,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, was  dispensed  with. 

The  vote  wn.s  then  announced  nsaljove  recorded. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FENTON,  the 
House  took  a  ifGess  until  Heven  o'clock  p.  m. 


KVENINO  SESSION. 
The  House  resumed  iis  session  at  scveH  o'clock 
p.  m.;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  MORRILL,  a  further  recess  waslakcnfor 
fifteen  niinuies. 

IIEins  OF  JOHN  PONDA,  ETC. 
Mr.  PRICE,  (iifier  ihe   House  reassembled,) 
Uy  unanimouH  i;<)ni««ni,'  iVoiii  liie  Committee  on 


Revolutionary  Pensions,  moved  that  that  com- 
mittee be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  of  the  heirs  of  John  Fonda 
for  half  pay,  Lydia  Lillie  for  Elias  Robeson  for 
back  pay,  and  of  Isaiah  Tiffany  for  half  pay,  and 
that  they  be  returned  to  the  parties  presenting 
them. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  MILITARY  SERVICE. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House  copies  of  all  "letters,  notes,  telegrams, 
orders,  entries,"  or"  other  documents,"  which  are  referred 
to  by  him  in  his  message  sent  to  the  House  this  day,  and 
which  have  connection  with  the  answei  made  by  him  in 
that  message  to  the  resolution  requesting  him  to  inform  the 
House  whether  Francis  P.  Blair,  jr.,  of  Missouri,  holds 
now  any  appointment  or  commission  in  the  military  ser 
vice  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  DAWSON.     I  object. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  sorry 
that  objection  was  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dawson]  to  my  offering  the 
resolution  asking  for  further  information  from  the 
President;  but  as  I  have  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  make  an  explanation  I  will  state  the  rea- 
son why  I  desired  such  a  resolution  to  pass.  The 
President,  in  the  message  sent  here  this  morning, 
makes  the  remark  that  there  are  various  "letters, 
notes,  telegrams,  orders,  entries,  and  other  docu- 
ments" wiiich  relate  to  the  subject  of  that  com- 
munication, but 

Mr.  DAWES.  1  understand  that  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  objected  to  the  introduction 
of  the  resolution.  1  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw it. 

Mr.  DAWSON.     I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  renew  it  upon 
the  ground  of  public  good.  I  think,  sir,  it  is  in- 
opportune to  offer  the  resolution  now. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that 
when  the  House  is  notacting  under  the  previous 
question  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Dawes]  might  offer  it  as  a  matter  of  privilege,  as 
it  relates  to  the  question  of  membership  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  understand  it 
is  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  President  for  in- 
formation. 1  have  a  resolution  in  my  desk  which 
has  been  lying  there  for  thiee  weeks,  calling  upon 
the  President  for  information. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  call  the  member  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Fernando  Wood]  to  order.  1 
have  the  floor  by  general  consent  of  the  House, 
and  I  have  not  yielded  it  to  him  to  make  objec- 
tion, or  for  anything  else. 

The  SPEAKER.     That  is  true. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  And  I  yielded  it  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetis,  who  asked  the  gen- 
tleman from  Permsylvania  to  withdiaw  his  ob- 
jiciion,  which  he  did.  When  I  was  about  to 
proceed  the  member  from  New  York  had  no  right 
to  occupy  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  not  en- 
tirely correct.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  a  right  to  rai.se  a  quesiion  of  order,  as  any 
oilier  member  has.  He  renewed  the  objection  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  But  that  does 
not  take  the  sPH'leman  from  Ohio  off  the  floor. 

Mr.  SCHtiNCK.  The  member  from  New 
Yoik  has  no  right  while  I  am  on  the  floor  by 
permission  fif  the  House  to  make  any  objection. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  objected  to  the 
introduction  of  the  resolution,  and  not  to  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Well,  .sir,  I  make  a  point 
of  order;  and  the  point  which  1  make  is  this:  itiat 
the  inemliiM-  from  New  York  has  not  the  light  to 
lnk(;  the  floor  from  nie  even  to  make  an  objection 
while  I  iiiTi  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  I  object  to  the 
gentleman  proceeding  exi'ept  in  order.  He  can- 
not proceed  excofit  liy  unanimous  consent. 

The  SPEAKER.  'I'he  gentleman  from  Ohio 
yielded  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Dawes,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia to  withdraw  his  objection  to  the  introduction 
of  the  icsolution.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  has  u  right  to  renew  the  ob- 
jection, but  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  speaking 
by  the  consent  of  the  House  and  thatconeentcan- 
iitJt  be  wllhdi'awii. 


Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.  Then  I  hope  lie 
will  proceed  civilly  and  courteously,  or  notat  all. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  not  out  of 
order  at  present. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  I  was  saying,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  President,  in  his  message  of  this  inorning, 
speaks  of  letters,  notes,  telegrams,  entries,  orders, 
and  other  documents  relating  to  this  arrangement 
about  withdrawing  resignations.  He  does  not, 
however,  send  those  papers  here,  because  in  his 
opinion  they  would  not  throw  any  other  light 
upon  the  subject  than  the  message  gives. 

Now,  lest  there  may  be  some  misapprehension 
in  supposing  that  any  of  those  letters,  notes,  tel- 
egrams, or  orders  relate  to  me,  and  with  a  desire 
also  to  know  what  they  are,  and  to  see  if  they 
give  any  additional  information  which  might 
properly  go  to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  I  pro- 
posed my  resolution.  But  it  is  not  admitted.  I 
will  therefore  avail  myself  of  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  to  say  at  this  time,  in  addition  to  my 
statementof  this  morning,  that,  so  far  as  I  know 
or  can  remember,  there  is  no  document  of  any 
kind,  no  scratch  of  a  pen  relating  to  any  negoti- 
ation of  an  arrangement  in  which  I  was  or  am 
concerned.  I  related  to  the  House  this  morning 
all  that  took  place  between  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  myself  in  regard  to  this  matter.  It  was  all 
verbal,  and  1  wish  it  understood,  as  from  the  mes- 
sage it  might  possibly  not  otherwise  be,  that  there 
was  no  connection  of  any  kind  between  the  mat- 
ters relating  to  Mr.  Blair  and  myself;  1  mean  no 
arrangement  jointly  made,  or  in  which  we  were 
concerned  together. 

LANDS  IN  MISSOURI. 
Mr.  WINFIELD,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  concerning  certain  locations  of 
lands  in  the  State  of  Missouri;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

INTERNAL  REVENUE  BILL — AGAIN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
internal  revenue  bill,  and  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  amendments  came  up,  and  were  disposed 
of  in  their  order,  as  follows: 

Page  119,  line  one  hundred,  strike  out  "  two"  and  insert 
"  three  ;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read  : 

On  all  clarified  or  refined  sneais  above  No.  15,  Dutch 
standard  in  color,  produced  directly  from  tlie  sugar-cane, 
and  not  from  srjrglium  or  Impheo,  a  duty  of  three  cents  per 
pound. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  We  ought  to  reconsider  our 
action  on  that  section.  Having  now  restored  the 
tax  on  brown  sugar  to  three  cents,  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  restore  the  tax  on  refined  sugar  to  the 
same  point. 

Mr  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  And  put 
the  same  tax  on  the  rich  man's  sugar  that  you  do 
on  the  poor  man  's.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  Certainly.  I  move  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  that  amendment  was 
disngieed  to. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

The  quesiion  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Wiiole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and  being  put,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to — ayes  sixty-four,  noes 
not  counted. 

On  page  119,  line  one  hundred  aiid  four,  strike  out  the 
word"  one"  and  insert"  two;"  so  thai  the  clause  will  read: 

On  the  gross  amount  of  the  tiules  of  sugar  refiners.  In- 
cluding all  the  products  of  their  manufactories  or  refin- 
eries, a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  of  one  per  cant,  ad  valorem  ; 
8tc. 

Mr.  RADFORD  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  60,  nays  47;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Baily, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Boutwell,  Boyd.  Broomall,  William  G. 
Brown,  Cole,  Dawes,  Deniing,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eliot, 
Farnsworlh, Garfield,  Grinnell, lligby,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard, 
John  II.  Hubbard,  Julian,  Kassmi,  Kelley,  Orlando  Kel- 
logg, Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McCliirg,  Mcln- 
doe, Samuel  F.  ftlillcr,  ftloorhi-ad,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill, 
Perham,  Ponieroy,  Price, VVilliam  11.  Randall,  John  H.  Rice, 
Edward  II.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Seofield,  Sloan,  Spalding, 
Thayer,  Upson,  Elihu  It.  Washburne,  William  B.  Wash- 
burn, Webster,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  and  Wlndoin 
—GO. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  VVilliam  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona,  Augustus  C.  B.ild  win,  Blaine,  Brooks,  Chanler,  Cox, 
CraviMis,  Dawson,  Deiiison,  Eden,  English,  Finck,  Gan- 
son,  Griswold,  Harding,  Harrington,  lierrick,  Holman, 
HocJpor;  William  Johnson-)  licrnoiij  Lozoar,  Marc/i  McAl 
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lister,  James  II.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Odell,  Jolin 
O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Kandall,  Ross, 
John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Sluarl, 
Thoniiis,  Ward,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  While,  Winfield, 
Fernando  Wood,  and  Yeanian — 47. 

So  the  amendmetit  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ODELL  stated,  during  the  roll-call,  that 
Mr.  Kalbfleisch  liad  been  called  home  on  ac- 
count of  a  death  in  his  family. 

Mr.  STEVENS  stated  that  he  was  paired  on 
this  question  with  Mr.  Fenton. 

On  page  119,  after  line  one  hundred  and  one,  insert  the 
following: 

On  all  clarified  or  refined  sugar  above  No.  18  Dutch 
standard  iji  color,  produced  directly  from  the  sugar-cane, 
and  not  from  sorghum  or  imphee,  a  duty  of  four  cents  per 
pound. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  page  119,  line  one  hundred  and  eighteen,  after  the 
word  "sold,"  at  the  end  of  the  line,  insert  "  by  the  box, 
package,  or;"  so  tliut  tlie  clause  will  read  : 

On  sugar  candy  and  all  conreclioiiery  made  wholly  or  in 
part  of  sugar,  valued  at  not  exceeding  twenty  cents,  aduty 
of  two  cents  per  pound  ;  exceeding  twenty  and  not  exceed- 
«  ing  forty  cents  per  pound,  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound  ; 
when  exceeding  forty  cents  per  pound,  or  sold  by  the  box 
or  package,  or  otherwise  than  by  the  pound,  a  duty  of  ten 
per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  page  124,  line  two  hundred  and  forty-six,  strike  out 
"  one  dollar"  and  insert  "  two  dollars ;"  so  that  the  clause 
will  read: 

On  pig  iron,  a  duty  of  two  dollars  per  ton. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

In  section  one  hundred  and  eleven,  line  ten,  strike  out 
"one"  and  insert  "two;"  so  that  the  section  will  read: 

Sec.  111.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person, 
firm,  or  corporation,  or  the  manageror  agent  thereof,  own- 
ing, possessing,  or  leasing,  or  having  tl)e  care  or  manage- 
ment of  any  theater,  opera,  circus,  museum,  or  other  place 
or  building  where  dramatic  or  operatic  representations, 
plays,  or  performances,  or  musical  entertainments,  are  open 
to  the  public  for  pay,  or  where  feats  of  horsemansliip  or 
acrobatic  sports  are  exhibited,  but  not  including  halls  rented 
or  used  for  occasional  concerts  or  theatrical  representa- 
tions, shall  be  subject  to  and  pay  a  duly  of  two  per  cent, 
on  the  gross  amount  of  all  receipts  derived  by  such  person, 
firm,  company,  or  corporation  Irom  such  representations, 
plays,  or  performances,  or  musical  entertainments;  &.C. 

The  question  was  put;  and  there  were — ayes  56, 
noes  36. 

Mr.  HOOPER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD  called  for  tellers  on  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  All  of  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  tlie  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  have  now  been  acted  on.  There 
are  two  amendments  reserved,  that  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fernando 
Wood,]  and  the  substitute  offei-ed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Washburne.]  The  vote 
will  now  be  taken  on  the  substitute,  as  follows: 

Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  spirits  of  domestic  pro- 
duction and  held  for  sale  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1864,  and 
on  which  no  tax  shall  have  been  paid,  shall  be  subject  to 
a  duty  of  fifty  cents  per  gallon;  and  all  such  spirits  on  hand 
for  sale  on  which  a  prior  duty  shall  have  been  paid,  shall 
be  subject  to  a  duty  of  thirty  cents  per  gallon  :  Provided 
/ill  i/ter.  That  ionayide  retail  dealers  in  spirits,  duly  licensed, 
shall  not  be  taxed  on  their  stock  on  liaml,  whose  quantity 
on  hand  does  not  exceed  two  barrels. 

Mr.  UPSON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  68,  nays  63;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Alley,  Allison,  Amca, 
Arnold,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
Beamaii,  Boutwcll,  Boyd,  Brandcgee,  William  G.  Brown, 
(Jobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Deming,  Dixon, 
Donnelly,  Drigss,  Eden,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Ganson,  Gri- 
der,  Grinnell,  Ilotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  M. 
Hnbb.ird,  Julian,  Kasson,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando 
Kellogg,  Kcriian,  Loan,  Longyear,  McAllister,  McBride, 
McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Daniel  Morris, 
James  U.  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Norton,  Odell,  Perhain, 
Fike,  Price,  William  11.  Randall,  John  11.  Rice,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scoficid,  Spalding,  John  B.  Steele, 
Thomas,  Upsou,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Wash- 
burn, Webster,  Williams,  Wilson,  Windoni,  Fernando 
Wood,  and  Yeaman — 68. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Bally,  Blaine, 
Brooks,  Broomall,  Chanler,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cox, Cravens, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Denison,  English,  Fenton,  Finck, 
Garfield,  Griswold,  Harding,  Harrinfilon,  Herrick,  Higby, 
Holman,  Hooper,  Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Kel- 
ley.  Law,  Lazcar,  Miucy,  Marvin,  McDowell,  Mclndoc, 
MeKinney,  William  H.  Miller,  Morrill,  Morrison,  Leonard 
Myers,  Ncdson,  Noble,  Charles  O'Neill,  John  (J'Neill,  Orth, 
Pendleton,  Perry,  Pomeroy,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  Schenck,  Shannon,  Sloan,  William 
G.  Steele,  Stevens,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Thnyer,  Ward 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  Wliite,  Joseph  W.  While,  Wilder' 
and  Winlield— Cy. 
-   So  the  substitute  was  agi-ecd  to. 


The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  as 
amended. 

Mr.  ANCONA  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in  order 
under  the  previous  question  unless,  on  actual 
count,  a  quorum  is  not  found  to  be  present. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  72,  nays  62;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Alley,  Allison,  Ames, 
Arnold,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
Beaman,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  William  G.  Brown, 
Chanler,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Deming, 
Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eden,  Eliot,  Farnswortli, 
Ganson,  Grinnell,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John 
H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasscm,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Orlando  Kellogg,  Kernan,  Loan,  Longyear,  McAllister, 
McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Daniel 
Morris,  Morrison,  Amos  Myers,  Norton,  Odell,  Perham, 
Pike,  Price,  William  H.  Randall,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Spalding,  John 
B.  Steele,  Thomas,  Upson,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  William 
B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Williams,  Wilson,  Windoni,  Fer- 
nando Wood,  and  Yeaman — 72. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Blaine, 
Brooks,  Broomall,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cox,  Cravens,  Deni- 
son, English,  Fenton,  Finck,  Garfield,  Grider,  Griswold, 
Harding,  Harrington,  Herrick,  Higby,  Holman,  Philip 
Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Kelley,  King,  Law,  Lazear, 
Le  Blond,  Marcy,  Marvin,  McDowell,  Mclndoe,  McKin- 
ney,  William  H.  Miller,  Morrill,  James  R.  Morris,  Leonard 
Myers,  Nelson,  Noble,  Charles  O'Neill,  John  O'Neill,  Orth, 
Pendleton,  Perry,  Pomeroy,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
Alexander  R.  Rice,  Schenck,  William  G.  Steele,  Stevens, 
Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Thayer,  Ward,  Wheeler,  Chilton 
A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Wilder,  and  Winfield— 62. 

So  the  amendment, as  amended, was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amendment  as 
amended  was  agreed  to;  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  MORRILL  moved  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr,  FERNANDO  WOOD  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  102,  nays  33;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Baily,  Au- 
gustus C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman, 
Blaine,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  Wil- 
liam G.  Brown, Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb.Cole,  Cravens,  Cres- 
well, Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Don- 
nelly, Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  English,  Farnsworth,  Fenton, 
Ganson,  Garfield,  Grider,  Grinnell,  Griswold,  Hall,  Hard- 
ing, Higby,  Holman,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hub- 
bard, John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kernan,  King,  Loan, 
Longyear,  Marvinj  McAllister,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mcln- 
doe, Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nelson,  Norton,  Odell, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Ortli,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy, 
Price,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Kandall,  William  H.  Randall, 
Alexander  11.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
Schenck,  Scofield,  Shanncm,  Sloan,  Spalding,  John  B. 
Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Tliayer,  Tliomas,  Upson,  Elihu 
D.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Wheeler, 
Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Winfield,  and  Yea- 
man—102. 

NAYS — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  An- 
cona, Brooks,  Chanler,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden, 
Finck,  Harrington,  Herrick,  Philip  Johnson,  William  John- 
son, Law,  Le  Blond,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McKinney,  James 
R.Morris, Morrison, Noble,  John  O'Neill, Pendletoji,  Perry, 
Ross,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Sluari,  Ward,  Chilton  A.  While, 
Joseph  W.  White,  and  Fernando  Wood — 33. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  ASHLEY  stated  that  he  was  paired  off  on 
all  questions  with  Mr.  Edgerton. 

Mr.  DAWES  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
GoocH,  was  absent  on  public  business,  and  was 
paired  off  with  Mr.  Sweat.  He  did  not  know 
liow  the  gentleman  from  Maine  would  have  voted 
on  this  bill,  but  his  colleague  would  certainly  have 
voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  Jersey,  stated  that  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Middleton,  had  been  called  home 
by  business  of  importance. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania,  stated  that  he 
was  paired  off  with  his  colleueue,  Mr. Tracy. 

Mr.  BAXTER  stated  thuiliis  colleague,  Mr. 


Woodbridge,  was  absent  on  account  of  sickness 
in  his  family. 

Mr.  FENTON  stated  that  his  colleagues, 
Messrs.  Divisand  Van  Valkenburgh,  were  ab- 
sent on  account  of  sickness,  and  were  paired  off; 
also,  that  his  colleague,  Mr.  Littlejohn,  was 
absent  on  account  of  sickness. 

Mr.  STEELE,  of  New  Yoi-k,  stated  that  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Stebbins,  hud  been  called  home 
by  sickness  in  his  family. 

Mr.  POiMEROY  stated  that  his  colleagues, 
Messrs.  A.W.  Clark  and  Frank,  were  unavoid- 
ably absent. 

Ml-.  STILES  stated  thatMr.  Harris,  of  Mary- 
land, had  been  called  home  by  sickness. 

The  vote  was  announced  as  above  recorded. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  POSITION  OF  A  MEMBER. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
I  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  the  House  copies  of  all  letters,  notes,  telegrams, 
orders,  entries,  or  other  documents,  which  are  referred  to 
by  him  in  his  message  sent  to  the  House  this  day,  and 
which  have  connection  with  the  answer  made  by  him  in 
that  message  to  the  resolution  requesting  him  to  inform  the 
House  whether  Fkancis  P.  Blair,  jr.,  of  Missouri,  holds 
now  any  appointmentor  commission  in  the  military  service 
of  ihe  United  States. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  is  a  priv- 
ileged one,  but  as  it  calls  for  information  will  lie 
over  under  the  rules  for  one  day,  unless  there  be 
unanimous  consent  to  consider  it  now. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  do  not  object,  but  I  should 
like  to  know  what  is  the  object  in  extending  this 
inquiry  further. 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  will  inform  the  gentleman. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  first  to 
know  whether  there  is  objection  to  considering 
the  resolution  at  this  time. 

Mr.  FERNANDO  WOOD.     I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  resolution  goes 
over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  withdraw  his  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  has  already 
gone  over,  and  is  not  before  the  House.  It  being 
a  matter  of  privilege,  the  gentleman  can  call  it  up 
at  any  time  after  to-day. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  understood  the  House  this 
afternoon  to  agree  that  if  the  tax  bill  was  under 
consideration  to-night  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  would  be  allowed  to  name  a  day  for  the 
transaction  of  their  business.  I  desire  now  to 
designate,  if  it  will  meet  with  the  views  of  the 
House,  Monday  next,  after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  Do  I  understand 
that  proposition  requires  unanimous  consent? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not.  The  House 
gave  the  authority,  and  the  Chair  understands 
that  the  committee  has  a  right  to  designate  the 
day.  The  gentleman  now  designates  Monday 
next,  after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

TAX  LAWS. 

Mr.  GRISWOLD.  Before  the  question  is  put 
on  that  motion,  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  for 
the  use  of  Ihe  House  and  for  distribution  among  the  mem- 
bers one  thousand  copies  of  Strait's  Digestof  the  Tax  Laws 
of  ihc  several  States. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  object. 

MINNESOTA  RAILROADS. 

Mr.  DONNELLY,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  joint  resolution  amendatory  of  the 
joint  resolution  approved  July  12, 1862, granting 
to  the  State  of  Minnesota  the  right  to  change  the 
line  of  certain  branch  railroads  in  said  State,  and 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

MISSOURI  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  GANSON.  I  desire  to  give  notice  that 
the  contested-election  casein  the  seventh  congres- 
sional district  of  Missouri,  between  Loan  and 
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Biigga,  will  be  called  up  for  action  on  Tuesday 
next. 

VIRGINIA  ELECTION. 
Mr.  DAWES.     I  desire  to  give  notice  that  I 
will  cull  up  the  cuse  of  Mr.  Segar  to-morrow. 

PIUNTING  OF  TUB  LAWS. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Two  or  three  weeks  ago 
Bome  gentleman  oftVred  a  resolution  directing  tlie 
printing  of  a  certiiin  number  of  copies  of  each  law 
as  it  should  lie  pas.sed  for  the  use  of  members. 
Tlie  resolution  was  offered,  and  I  hope  that  by 
unnniinous  consent  it  will  be  taken  up  and  passed. 
We  feel  the  want  of  them  every  day.  1  think  at 
least  five  hundred  copies  should  be  printed  for  the 
vise  of  the  House  of  each  bill  as  it  becomes  a  law. 
I  am  sure  nnbndy  will  object  to  that. 

TheSPEAKEll.  The  recollection  of  ilie  Chair 
is  that  the  resolution  to  which  the  gentleman  re- 
fers has  already  been  passi'd.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Baldwin]  who  is  a. 
meini)er  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  may  state 
definitely. 

Mr.  BALDWIN, of  Massachusetts.  The  res- 
oluiion  for  printing  all  the  laws  regularly  as  they 
are  passed,  two  ilnuisand  copies,  live  hundred  of 
which  to  be  bound  at  the  end  of  the  session,  was 
adopted  by  the  House,  and,  as  I  understand,  is 
being  executed  by  the  Public  Printer. 

KEBKCCA  SCOTT. 

Mr.  CRESWELL,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported from  the  Coinmiiieeof  Claimsa  billgrant- 
inga  pension  to  Rebecca  Scott;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Private  Calendar, 
and  with  the  accompanying  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  I  now  ask 
that  the  vote  may  be  taken  on  my  motion  to  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  was  agreed  tojand  the  House  there- 
upon (at  forty-five  ininuiea  past  eight  o'clock,  p. 
m.)  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  ^pril  29,  1864. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Sundeuland. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

NATAL  CODE. 

The  PRESIDENT  7j)-o  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  of  Hon,  C.  B.  Sedgwick,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  the  naval  code  prepared  by 
him  under  a  joint  resolution  of  the  last  Congress; 
which  Was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.WlLSON  presented  the  petition  of  J.  H.H. 
Woodward,  in  behalf  of  enlisted  men  of  the  fif- 
teenth regiment  Kentucky  cavalry,  twelvemonths 
volunteers,  praying  for  a  bounty  of  twenty-five 
dollars;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affujr.saiid  the  Militia. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE  presented  a  petition  ofciii- 
zeiis  of  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  praying  for 
nil  increase  of  the  duty  on  foreign  wool  imported 
into  the  United  Stales  of  at  least  ten  cents  per 
pounil;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  inemnrial  of  the  Milwaukee 
and  Prairie  duChieii  Railway  Company ,  remon- 
straiing  against  the  extension  of  the  Goodyear 
paieiu  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India 
rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  DOOLITl'LE.  1  present  also  a  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  WlHcoiisin  in 
relation  to  increased  facilities  for  military  and 
commercial  transportation, and  vyhich  has  special 
reference  among  other  things  to  the  improvement 
of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  u  ship  cunul 
around  the  falls  of  Niagara,  and  the  improvement 
of  the  Erie  canal.  The  sulject  of  the  Fox  and 
Wisconsin  river  improvement  is  already  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  I 
therefore  move  that  this  meiniu'ial  be  also  referred 
to  ihut  committee,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  in  favor  of  the  re- 
inibiirsement  to  that  State  of  the  amount  paid  to 
viilnninprK  fur  niilit'iry  s?rvi'-eH  leti'ltred  prior  to 


being  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  VAN  WINKLE  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  mayor  and  city  council  of  Parkersburg,  West 
Virginia,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  re- 
pair of  the  city  wharf  at  that  place, alleged  to  have 
been  injured  by  the  military  use  thereof  by  the 
Government;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia. 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  the  memorial  of  Joel 
Wayburn  Van  Orman,  praying  for  the  issue  to 
him  of  a  patent  for  lots  two  and  three,  section 
fifteen,  township  ninety-five  north,  range  three 
west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  O.  C.  Niel- 
son,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  enter  at  the  proper 
land  office  lot  one,  section  fifteen,  township 
ninety-five  north,  ©f  range  three  west  of  the  fifth 
principal  meridian;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

He  also  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Iowa  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  cer- 
tain mail  routes  in  that  State;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads, 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Dubuque 
and  Southwestern  Railroad  Company,  remon- 
strating against  the  extension  of  the  Goodyear 
pati-nt  for  the  manufacture  of  vulcanized  India 
rubber;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Biooklyn,  New  York,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  declaring  slaveholding  within  the  Union 
to  be  a  criminal  offense,  defining  the  same,  and  fix- 
ing the  punishment  thereof;  which  was  referred 
to  the  select  committee  on  slavery  and  freedmen, 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  present  the  petition  of  Mr. 
A.  Peiifield,  of  Ohio,  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, praying  Congress  to  construct  for  the 
small  lakes  at  the  head  of  the  Mississippi,  reser- 
voirs for  supplying  the  upper  Mississippi  with  a 
medium  stage  of  water  for  navigation  throughout 
the  dry  season,  and  in  conjunction  with  that  a 
canal  from  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  Red 
river  of  the  North,  using  for  a  portion  of  the  dis- 
tance the  channel  of  the  Mississippi  river.  1  move 
that  the  petition,  with  the  map  and  other  accom- 
panying papers,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN, 

Mr.  POMEROY,  I  ask  that  the  papers  yes- 
terday reported  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  be  re- 
turned to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  by  an  order 
of  the  Senate,  They  are  papers  relating  to  a 
treaty  with  the  Kickapoo  Indians.  Many  of  them 
are  original  papers  which  should  be  kept  on  file 
in  the  liiieiior  Department, 

The  PRESl  DENT  pro  tempore.  Is  there  any 
objection  to  the  return  of  the  papers  as  proposed.' 
The  Chair  hears  none,  and  the  order  will  be  made, 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr,  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (S,  No,  4)  to 
extend  the  act  of  Congres.s  granting  pensions  to 
persons  wounded  in  the  Indian  massacres  in  Min- 
nesota in  the  years  18G2  and  1863,  reported  ad- 
versely thereon. 

Mr.  POMEROY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Gordon,  a  messenger  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, praying  for  compensation  for  services  per- 
formeti  out  of  office  hours, asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration;  which  was  agreed 
to, 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  same  committee,  to 
whwipi  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Pool, 
praying  for  the  reimbursement  of  an  amount  of 
money  paid  by  him  for  supplies  for  the  Shawnee 
tribe  of  Indians,  have  instructed  me  to  ask  that 
the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  furthercon- 
sideratinn  of  the  subject.  1  will  remark  that  these 
cases  grow  out  of  contracts  either  express  or  im- 
plied, and  the  committee  thought  they  should  go 
to  the  Court  of  Claims  under  the  law  of  the  last 
session. 

The  report  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  VAN  V7INKLE.     I  am  in.^lructAJ 'by  the 


Committee  on  Finance  to  report  back  the  memo- 
rial of  the  First  National  Bank  of  St.  Paul,  Min- 
nesota, praying  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury may  be  authorized  to  issue  duplicate  bonds 
in  lieu  of  bonds  alleged  to  have  been  lost.  Since 
the  report  was  prepared,  I  understand  the  bonds 
have  been  recovered  by  the  bank.  1  therefore 
simply  ask  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  l-urther  cotisideration  of  the  subject. 

The  report  was  agreed  to, 

Mr,  HENDRICKS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J. 
W.  Eddy,  paymaster  in  the  United  States  Army, 
praying  to  be  reimbursed  for  an  amount  of  money 
alleged  to  have  been  embezzled  by  L,  St.  John,  a 
clerk  in  the  pay  department,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Francisco  Caseves, 
of  Sonora  countji,  California,  praying  for  com- 
pensation for  a  horse  taken  from  him  on  the  2d 
of  July,  1846,  by  John  C.  Fremont,  then  in  com- 
mand of  the  American  forces  at  Alto,  California, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  considera- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Maria  Antonio  Blume, 
formerly  widow  of  James  Dowson,  of  Sonora, 
California,  praying  for  compensaiion  for  prop- 
erty taken  from  her  in  July,  1846,  by  order  of 
John  C.  Fremont,  at  that  time  in  command  of  the 
American  forces  in  Calirornia,  asked  to  be  dia- 
cliarged  from  its  further  consideration;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  217)  to 
confirm  certain  entries  of  land  in  the  State  of  Mia- 
souri,  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

BILL  RECOMMITTED. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  have  been  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  to  move  that  the  bill  (S, 
No,  150)  for  the  relief  of  Jessie  Gould,  widow  of 
Daniel  Go#ld,  of  Portland,  Maine,  together  with 
the  report  and  accompanying  papers,  be  recotn- 
mitted  to  that  committee.  The  committee  are 
desirous  of  making  a  further  examination  of  the 
case.  1  move,  therefore,  that  the  bill  and  accom- 
panying papers  be  recommitted. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JESSE  WILLIAMS. 

Mr.  HARDING.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No, 
338)  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Williams,  have  directed 
me  to  report  it  back,  and  recommend  its  passage. 
It  is  a  very  short  bill,  and  it  will  not  take  a  min- 
ute to  pass  it,  1  ask  for  its  immediate  consider- 
ation. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  It  proposes  to 
direct  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  issue  a  patent  to  Jesse  Williams,  of  Jef- 
ferson county,  Iowa,  for  the  west  half  of  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  fifteen,  township  six- 
ty-seven north  of  range  fifteen  west  in  the  State 
of  Iowa;  but  no  rights  acquired  by  other  persons 
are  to  be  affected  by  the  act. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

WILLIAM  C.   WALKER  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr,  MORRILL.  The  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R,  No.  47)  for  the 
relief  of  W.  C.  Walkerand  others,  have  iJirecied 
me  to  report  it  back  favorably;  and  as  it  is  a 
small  matter,  I  ask  for  the  present  consideration 
of  the  bill. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  the  sum  of  $664  90  to  the  following  persons, 
and  in  the  sums  following,  namely:  to  William 
C.  Walker,  jJ83  25;  to  John  S.  Emrie,  $70;  to 
A.  G.  Crane,  $97  50;  to  George  W.  Pilbean, 
$21  50;  to  E.  Goodrich,  $87  75;  to  Jacob  Cox, 
5^11  25;  to  Thoman  Lamkin,  $92  25;  to  Porter 
Durell,  $90;  to  Matthew  Randnll,  $96  75;  to  Da- 
vid Lynn,  $5  .50;  to  Andrew  Lisk,  $4;  to  Wil- 
liam Burkes,  $3;  to  William  Depuy,  $2  25,  for 
labor  done  and  performed  by  them  on  the  bridge 
across  the  Ohio  river  and  floating  battery  at  Pa- 
ductth,  by  and  under  the  direction   of  General 
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John  C.  Fremont,  while  commanding  the  army 
of  the  West. 

Tlie  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  do  not  know  but  this 
bill  miiy  form  a  precedent  for  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  claims,  and  1  should  like  to  have  a  little 
explanation  of  it. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.     What  is  the  claim  for.' 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  will  state.  It  is  n  claini 
for  the  services  of  Walker  and  some  half  dozen 
others,  who  were  employed  by  the  quartermaster 
of  General  Fremont  in  1861  in  constructing  a  pon- 
toon bridge  over  the  Ohio  river.  It  is  for  their 
labor.  The  contract  is  certified  and  the  labor  is 
certified  by  the  quartermaster.  The  committee 
think  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  equity  of  the 
claim.  It  is  a  very  small  matter,  and  the  only 
reason  assigned  for  it  not  having  been  paid  by  the 
Department  was  that  the  order  was  considered  an 
irregularity  by  thom. 

Mr.  DOOLITTLE.  I  do  notmake  any  objec- 
tion to  the  bill.  1  did  not  know  but  it  was  one 
of  those  bills  for  damages  growing  out  of  the  war, 
and  might  be  a  precedent  for  other  cases. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  POWELL  asked,  and  by  unanimouscon- 
sent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
259)  supplemental  to  the  laws  relating  to  the  War 
Department,  and  authorizing  the  settlement  and 
payment  of  certain  claims  again.it  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  VAN  WINKLE  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  260)  to  change  the  name  of  the  stentri- 
boal  Gem,  of  Wheeling,  to  Emma  Boyd;  which 
was  read  twice  by  ita  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  asked,  and  by  unanimouscon- 
sent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
261)  for  the  benefit  and  better  management  of  the 
Indians;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed, 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced  that 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
signed  the  following  enrolled  bills  and  joint  reso- 
lution; which  were  thercapon  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent pro  fempore; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  66)  to  increase  the  compensation 
of  inspectors  of  customs  in  certain  ports; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  62)  fixing  certain  rules  and 
regulations  for  preventing  collisions  on  the  water; 
and 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No  67)  increasing 
temporarily  the  duties  on  imports; 

ALLEGED  FRAUDS  IN  WESTERN  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  desire  to  have  the 
resolution  I  offered  on  Monday  last  providing  for 
the  printing- of  the  report  of  the  military  commis- 
sion in  the  Western  department,  now  taken  up  and 
acted  upon.     I  move  to  take  it  up. 

The  motion  was  ageed  to;  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Tliattlie  Committee  on  Printing  be  instructed 
to  report  n  resolution  to  |print  for  tlic  use  oftlie  Senate  the 
report  made  by  tlie  military  commission  lieretofbre  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  to  examine  into  the  militaiy  op- 
erations in  the  Western  department  in  connection  with 
certain  alleged  frauds,  of  which  Major  General  Irwin  Mc- 
Dowell was  president,  together  with  the  evidence  taken  by 
the  said  commission. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  if  those  papers  are  now  be- 
fore the  Senate. 

Mr.  H  ENDERSON.  I  believe  not,  and  I  move 
to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  call  upon  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  them. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  is  probably 
not  aware  tliat  that  proposition  was  debated,  and 
rejected  or  laid  on  the  table,  I  forget  which. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.     What  resolution  .' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  A  resolution  to  call  fur 
these  very  papers.  It  was  debated  at  length  and 
rejected  by  a  deciai-ve  vote. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  do  not  recollect  any 
«uch  action,  Ijiit  it  may  have  been  had. 


Mr.  POWELL.  That  was  a  resolution  di- 
rected to  the  President;  this  is  directed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.     Does  that  action  pre-  I 
elude  this  resolution.' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No,  sir;  I  only  suggest  it 
to  show  that  there  are  objections  to  printing  these 
papers  without  other  information. 

Mr.  H  EN  DERSON.  The  Senator  from  Iowa 
[Mr.  Grimes]  can  incorporate  his  amendment  in 
the  resolution.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment,  and  in  fact  I  desire  that  it  shall  be 
made.  The  information  which  this  resolution 
calls  for  I  consider  very  desirable  at  present,  and 
I  am  prepared  to  give  my  reasons  for  that  opin- 
ion. 1  lliink  it  is  the  only  authentic  information 
we  can  get  on  the  subject,  to  bear  upon  two  sev- 
eral bills  now  pending  before  this  body,  and  I 
desire  especially  to  have  it.  I  am  willing  that 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  as  I 
know  what  it  is,  shall  be  added. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Chair 
understood  the  Senator  from  Missouri  as  moving 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  desire  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding,  "and  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  be  directed  to  communicate  the  aforesaid 
proceedings  to  the  Senate."  The  Clerk  can  add 
those  words. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  Senator 
can  so  modify  his  resolution;  and  it  is  so  modi- 
fied. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  I  move  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding  the  usual  clause,  "  if,  in  his 
opinion,  it  can  be  doue  without  injury  to  the  pub- 
lic service." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRIMES.  I  move  further  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding  the  following: 

And  that  he  fnrnish  to  the  .Senate  the  papers  on  file  in 
the  executive  offices  of  the  Government  touching  the  sub- 
jects embraced  in  said  report,  furnished  by  any  person  or 
persons  supposed  to  be  implicated  therein. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Now,  1  should  like  to  have  the 
resolution  lie  over  until  to-morrow  morning.  I- 
move  to  postpone  it. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  hope  that  will  not  be 
done.  I  can  state  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  my  chief  object  in  offering  this 
proposition.  There  are  two  bills  now  pending 
before  this  Bbdy 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  that  the  question  is  hardly  debat- 
able, because  one  objection  carries  the  resolution 
over.  It  has  been  changed  to  a  new  resolution, 
and  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  objects  to  its 
considei'ation,  and  that  objection  necessarily  car- 
ries it  over. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  This  is  a  resolution  that 
was  offered  several  days  ago.  I  have  called  it  up 
this  morning.  It  is  not  a  resolution  offered  this 
morning. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  In  its  present  shape,  as 
a  call  for  papers,  it  is  entirely  a  new  resolution. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  That  was  added  as  a 
mere  amendment,  and  surely  if  an  amendment  is 
made  to  a  resolution  that  is  called  up,  a  single 
objection  cannot  carry  it  over.  I  know  of  no  such 
rule,  and  it  would  be  a  very  strange  rule  inde'ed. 

I  was  going  to  state  that  there  are  two  measures 
before  this  body  which,  in  my  judgment,  render 
it  absolutely  essential  that  this  testimony  be  sent 
to  the  Senate  and  published.  One  of  them  is  a 
bill  that  has  been  reported  from  the  committee 
on  freedmen's  affairs,  which  provides  for  taking 
care,  by  the  Government,  of  the  negroes  who  have 
become  free  during  this  war.  There  is  a  vast  deal 
of  this  testimony  bearing  directly  on  that  subject, 
according  to  my  recollection, and,  in  fact,  it  is  in 
the  most  authentic  form  that  itcan  possibly  be  in, 
so  as  to  give  us  information  on  that  subject. 

There  is  another  bill, one  which  renders  it  mafcii 
more  important  that  we  should  have  this  testimony. 
It  is  a  bill  which  has  been  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commeicc,  which  puts  it  in  the  power 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  up 
all  the  products  of  the  southern  States  by  the  use 
of  the  money  of  the  United  Slates.  It  is  a  prop- 
osition, it  is  true,  that  was  up  at  the  last  session 
of  Congi-ess;  but  it  is  a  proposition  of  very  gi-eat 
importance  to  us  and  to  the  country  at  large;  and 
if  I  recollect  aright — 1  have  not  read  the  whole  of 
this  testimony,  but  1  have  read  a  large  portion  of 


it— =-much  valuable  information  is  furnished  in  the 
testimony  upon  that  subject.  In  fact,  if  it  is  fur- 
nished to  us,  we  can  act  with  much  more  knowl- 
edge and  discretion  in  regard  to  this  bill,  because 
it  applies  to  the  dealing  in  southern  productions, 
it  gives  us  information  in  regard  to  individuals 
dealing  in  them,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Army  in  that  connection. 

I  vi^ill  state  another  fact  while  I  am  up.  I  do 
not  desire  to  implicate  anybody;  I  have  never  im- 
plicated any  person  in  regard  to  cotton  specula- 
tions 01^  speculations  of  any  other  character  upon 
the  Mississippi  river;  I  do  not  desire  to  do  it.  1 
desire  in  the  publication  of  testimony  of  this  char- 
acter thatjustice  shall  be  done  to  each  and  every 
individual  who  may  be  implicated.  I  do  not  ob- 
ject to  that.  But  there  is  valuable  information  in 
this  testimony  that  the  Senate  ought  to  be  in  pos- 
session of,  and  especially  now.  I  do  not  know 
whether  there  is  anything  in  the  rumors  which 
reach  us;  but  I  have  seen  correspondence  from 
Red  river  within  the  last  few  days  slating  in  the 
most  positive  manner  that  in  all  probability  our 
defeat  at  Grand  Ecorecame  out  of  speculations  on 
the  part  of  officers  in  cotton.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  cavalry  brigade  that  was  in  front  on  that 
occasion  had  a  train  of  wagons  of  two  hundred 
and  sixiy-five.  I  believe  that  is  very  generally 
understood;  it  is  admitted  by  all  the  correspond- 
ence from  the  scene  of  action;  and  the  whole 
cavalry  brigade  consisted  I  believe  of  three  thou- 
sand men,  and  when  they  were  driven  back  they 
became  entangled  in  the  wagons,  and  it  resulted 
in  the  utter  defeat  of  our  troops  in  the  first  day's 
battle. 

If  these  things  are  so,  if  there  is  any  founda- 
tion for  them,  it  is  high  time,  in  my  judgment, 
that  the  Senate  and  the  country  should  under- 
stand something  of  the  facts  in  regard  to  ihern. 
It  has  also  been  charged  in  the  newspapers  that 
something  of  that  character  produced  our  defeat 
at  Olustee;  that  the  whole  expedition  was  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  limber  out  of  the  river, 
perhaps  some  two  or  three  million  dollars'  worth 
of  timber  that  was  needed  for  ship-building.  I 
do  not  say  these  things  are  so;  but  1  say  tlie 
country  should  know  whether  there  is  any  foun- 
dation (or  them.  Defentafter  defeat  we  have  met 
wilh,  and  it  is  high  time  that  these  defeats  should 
cease;  and  if  there  is  any  other  purpose  in  these 
expeditions  than  the  purpose  of  putting  down  the 
rebellion,  we  ought  to  know  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Do  I  understand  the  Senator 
to  say  that  the  Red  river  expedition  was  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  cotton.' 

Mr.  HENDERSON.     I  said  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  asked  the  Senator  if  he  did. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  1  said  no  such  thing.  I 
said  that  thare  was  correspondence  in  the  news- 
papers to  the  effect  that  our  defeat  was  occasioned 
there  by  having  a  superabundance  of  wagons — 
wagons  not  needed  for  any  other  purpose,  per- 
haps, except  for  collecting  up  cotton. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  did  not  suppose  it  was  owing 
to  the  quantity  of  wagons,  but  the  position  they 
got  in. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  It  will  not  be  denied 
that  the  cavalry  brigade  under  General  Lee  of 
three  thousand  men  h|d  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  wagons.  If  anybody  will  tell  me  what  need 
they  had  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  wagons, 
I  should  like  to  know  it.  Thatslatementismade, 
and  I  have  not  seen  any  contradiction  of  it;  and 
the  wagons  themselves,  when  the  defeat  came, 
were  in  the  way  of  the  cavalry.  They  became 
entangled  in  their  own  means  of  transportation, 
if  they  were  intended  for  transportation,  and,  in 
fact,  much  of  the  loss  was  occasioned  in  conse- 
quence ihereof. 

I  do  not  say  that  any  of  these  things  are  so. 
I  say  that  they  are  stated  in  correspondence  from 
the  Army.  rr 

Mr.  CONNESS.  A  word  to  set  the  Senator 
right  on  this  matter.  I  think  I  can.  Although 
the  Senator  stales  that  what  he  now  presents  to 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  these  wagons  being 
intended  to  bring  in  cotton  is  based  upon  rumor 
or  unofficial  statements,  yet  it  will  go  to  the  coun- 
try and  have  its  effect.  1  desire  to  state  that  on 
the  very  best  information  I  can  tell  the  Senator 
that  the  statement  is  not  correct.  Those  wagons 
were  part  of  the  regular  train  belonging  to  that 
army,  and  their  being  in  that  position  was  simply 
an  act  of  new  generalship,  the  result  of  which  we 
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Jiavc;  but  the  statemeiU  that  they  were  intended  to 
bring  in  cotton  and  made  up  part  of  the  train  for 
that  purpose  I  can  undertake  to  say  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  have  no  information 
on  the  subject,  and  1  am  very  glad  to  have  the 
information  coming  from  tlie  Senator,  because  he 
certainly  knows  wliat  he  states.  I  hold  in  my 
liand  a  correspondence  tiiat  I  saw  a  few  days  ago, 
and  1  do  not  desire  to  give  to  it  any  further  cur- 
rency than  it  already  has,  because  it  was  pub- 
lished in  a  paper  that  iias  a  very  large  circulation 
in  the  West,  and  has  already  gone  to  the  country. 
It  is  an  article  written  on  the  4th  of  April,  1864, 
from  Alexandria,  Louisiana: 

"  There  is  now  a  grave  question  to  be  settled,  as  to 
wlmtlier  the  Navy  can  seize  and  liold  as  naval  prizes  prop- 
erty on  land.  Admiral  Porter  lias  been  impressing  wag- 
ons and  inulos  to  haul  cotton  from  llie  country.  I  heard 
that  lie  had  been  running  a  gin  somuwhere  in  tlie  vicinity, 
and  had  been  ginning  cotton  captured  as  naval  prizes.  At 
one  plantation,  below  this,  while  a  gunboat  was  taking  on 
some  cotton,  some  of  the  men  connected  with  the  fleet 
branded  nearly  every  article  of  property  with  the  initials 
'U.  S.  N.'  Tiie  negroes  had  branded  on  the  shirts  that 
were  on  their  backs  '  U.  S.  N.;'  the  carts,  wagons,  inules, 
and  oxen  were  also  branded  in  like  manner.  Quite  a  number 
of  mules  may  be  seen  here  every  day  thus  branded,  which 
have  been  seized  by  the  Navy,  t  understand  that  there  is 
a  conflict  of  aulhoiity  at  this  lime  between  General  Banks 
and  Admiral  I'orter  on  the  subject  of  their  respective  juris- 
diitions.  General  Banks,  elainis  ll.it  he  is  in  command 
on  lajrd  and  that  Admiral  Porter  must  confine  himself  to 
the  water.  The  general  is  doubtless  of  the  opinion  that 
ships  caimot  sail  on  land.  There  is  a  misunderstanding 
between  the  general  and  the  admiral  on  this  subject  that 
may  lead  to  important  complications.  The  conflict  of  au- 
thority and  the  misunderstanding  existing  between  them 
is  publicly  talked  of  here,  and  the  matter  may  have  to  be 
settled  at  VVasliingtoii,  wlierc  it  will  doubtless  be  referred." 

This  was  written  on  the  4th  of  April.  On  the 
7ih  of  April  the  first  battle  was  fought. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Who  wrote  that? 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  have  stated  that  it  is 
a  correspondence  published  in  one  of  the  public 
new.spapers  of  the  country. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Is  it  anonymous  .> 

Mr.  HENDERSON.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  am  very  glad,  since  the  Sen- 
ator has  presented  this  subject,  that  he  has  read 
that  statement,  and  presented  itas  having  no  more 
foundation  than  resting  upon  what  a  newspaper 
correspondent  says  may  be  the  case.  I  undertake 
to  say  from  my  place,  and  with  some  degree  of 
authority  too,  founded  upon  information,  that  it 
is  a  cruel  and  base  slander  by  that  correspondent 
of  Ailmii-al  Porter,  than  whom  there  is  nota  more 
pure  or  gallant  officer  in  the  service  of  tl>e  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  desire  to  stale  to  the 
Senator  from  California  that  I  am  personally  ac- 
qunintcd  with  Admiral  Porter,  and  that  I  concur 
and  have  concurred  with  him  in  the  opinion  he 
now  expresses.  I  do  not  state  this  fact  for  the 
purpose  of  reflecting  upon  Admiral  Porter  or 
Gfenoral  Banks. 

Mr.  CONNESS.     I  do  not  so  understand  it. 

Mr.  HENDERSON.  I  am  glad  the  Senator 
does  not  so  understand  it.  1  do  not  wish  the 
country  to  understand  that  1  desire  to  reflect  upon 
these  gentlemen,  or  either  of  them,  or  upon  any- 
body; but  1  say  these  things  are  slated  in  the 
coniinunily,  and  they  are  in  the  public  press  of 
the  coutitry,  and  defeat  and  disaster  follow  them. 
Hence  it  is  that  1  say  we  ought  not  to  flinch  when- 
ever an  investigation  is  to  be  made  into  these  mat- 
ter.s.  We  have  had  defeat  enough  in  all  con- 
science to  lead  u.s  to  ascertain  whether  these  things 
be  so  or  not.  There  certainly  need  not  be  any 
objection  to  having  a  military  commission  to  in- 
quire into  these  matters. 

But  that  is  a  question  apart  from  the  matter 
now  before  the  Senate.  Much  valuable  infornia- 
lion  on  this  subject,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  given 
in  that  testimony.  Upon  whom  it  reflects  I  do 
not  know,  nor  do  I  care,  i  desire  that  it  shall  be 
before  the  Senate  in  order  that  we  can  act  prop- 
erly upon  two  important  measures  now  pending 
before  this  body. 

The  PRESI  UENT;)ro  tempore.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  resolution. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

ADDITIONAL  ASSAY  OFFICES. 
Mr.  SHERMAN.  In  a  few  moments,  when 
tin:  morning  hour  has  expired,  there  will  be  a 
f.'Mifli<',t  between  the  bill  presented  by  the  Senator 
tVoiTi  Oregon  [Mr.  Nesmith]  and  the  bank  bill, 
both   being   special   orders  fui    to-duy.     I    truM, 


therefore,  that  by  unanimous  consent  the  bill  on 
which  he  desires  to  have  a  vote  may  be  taken  up, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  acted  upon  if  possible  so 
as  not  to  interfere  with  the  other  special  order, 
the  bank  bill.  I  desire  very  much  to  press  a  vote 
on  the  bank  bill  to-day,  and  I  wish  to  expedite 
matters  by  not  creating  a  controversy  between 
the  two  bills. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  «m;)ore.  It  can  be  taken 
up  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  (S.  No.  185)  to  establish  assay 
offices  at  Carson  City  in  the  Territory  of  Nevada, 
and  at  Dalles  City  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  believe  the  pending  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Fessenden]  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Ore- 
gon was  adopted. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  withdrew  that  motion, 
but  I  gave  notice  when  the  bill  was  reported  to 
the  Senate  I  should  desire  to  have  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  concurring  in  that  amendment,  and 
should  desire  to  say  something  on  the  subject. 

Tiie  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  asamended. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The  question 
is  on  concurring  in  the  Senate  with  the  amend- 
ment made  in  committee. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Upon  that  amendment  I 
wish  to  make  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  President,  on  motion  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Oregon  [Mr.  Nesmith]  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  mint  at  Portland,  Oregon,  was  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  for  consideration.  A  hear- 
ing was  had  of  the  Senators  from  that  State  before 
the  committee  in  relation  to  the  matter.  Another 
question  was  taken  up  in  connection  with  it;  and 
that  was,  the  subject  of  enlarging  the  mint  now 
established  at  San  Francisco.  Both  these  ques- 
tions were  submitted  by  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  his  advice 
on  the  subject.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
as  perhaps  it  was  wise  for  him  to  do,  before  an- 
swering the  letters  which  we  sent  him,  referi-ed 
the  question  of  the  establishment  of  a  new  mint 
at  Portland,  Oregon,  to  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Pollock,  who  is  the  Director  of  the  Philadelphia 
Mint.  Mr.  Pollock  has  been  ridiculed  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Oregon;  but  we  know 
very  well  that  he  is  a  very  distinguished  man,  has 
been  Governor  of  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
is  considered  a  very  able  officer.  He  gave  his 
opinion  on  the  subject  at  length,  and  advised 
against  the  establishment  of  a  new  mint  in  Oregon. 

The  PRESIDENTpj-o  tempore.  The  morning 
hour  having  expired,  the  Chair  will  interruptthe 
Senator  to  call  up  the  order  of  the  day,  being  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  the  bank  bill. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  is  a  matter  of  entire 
indifference  to  me  whether  this  bill  is  postponed 
or  not. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  move  the  temporary  post- 
ponement of  the  bank  bill  until  this  question  is 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Let  it  be  passed  over  in- 
formally by  unanimous  consent. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  That  can  be 
done  by  unanimous  consent.  The  Chair  hears 
no  objection. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Mr.  Pollock,  on  being 
consulted,  gave  his  opinion  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  at  length.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  examining  the  reasons  assigned  by 
Mr.  Pollock,  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  letter  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  with  a  letter  from  him- 
self, in  which  he  expressed  his  concurrence  in 
the  opinion  given  by  Mr.  Pollock.  It  seemed  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  that  those  reasons 
were  good  ones.  In  order  to  refresh  the  recollec- 
tion of  Senators  who  may  take  interest  enough 
in  this  question  to  make  tliemselves  aware  of  the 
ground  on  which  it  is  put,  I  will  read  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary,  as  it  is  shorter  than  that  from 
Mr.  Pollock  himself: 

Treasdrv  Department,  February  W,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  return  licrewilh  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  eftabllsbincnt  of  a  branch  mint  of  ilie  Uni- 
li:d  States  at  Portland,  Oregon,  transmitted  by  you  on  the 
28th  ultimo,  and  to  inclose  also  n  copy  of  a  communication 
on  the  subject  from  the  Director  ot  tha  Mint  at  Pliiludel- 
plila,  to  whom  the  bill  was  submitted  for  his  view.s. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  Director  disapproves  of  tlie 
proposed  measure,  for  the  following  reasons: 

Tliai  experience  hiivlng  shown  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint 


possesses  sufficient  capacity  to  promptly  coin  all  the  bul- 
lion which  finds  its  way  East  from  the  mining  regions  of 
the  -United  States,  as  well  as  imported  bullion,  and  that  the 
San  Francisco  branch  mint  is  equally  sufficient  for  the 
country  west  of  the  Ilocky  mountains,  a  true  public  policy 
does  not  require  the  establislimeiit  of  mints  for  coinage  at 
other  points  in  the  Union. 

That  it  is  not  good  policy  to  provide  for  "parting"  and 
coining  the  precious  metals  at  points  where  there  are  no 
skillful  artists  or  experienced  workmen,  the  "parting"  being 
the  separation  of  the  silver  from  the  gold,  and  consuming 
large  quantities  of  nitric  acid,  which  is  expensive  and  dif- 
ficult to  transport. 

That  the  transportation  of  supplies,  particularly  chem- 
icals, is  inconvenient,  uncertain,  and  so  expensive  that  It 
will  be  found  impracticable  to  impose  charges  for  parting 
and  coinage  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  labor  and  mate- 
rials ;  and  that  whenever  the  cost  of  converting  bullion  to 
coin  at  a  given  point  exceeds  the  expense  of  transportation 
to  and  coinage  at  another  point,  it  will  find  its  way  to  the 
latter,  however  distant. 

That  coinage,  being  one  of  the  highest  and  most  import- 
ant attributes  of  national  sovereignty,  should  be  exercised 
and  controlled  in  such  a  manner  as  will  tend  to  strengthen 
rather  than  weaken  the  national  Government,  and  the  sug- 
gestion arises  whether  the  providing  of  addjljonal  coinage 
establishments  does  not  tend  toward  national  disintegra- 
tion. 

That  is  the  particular  argument  which  amused 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Oregon  so  much. 

That  the  present  is  not  a  favorable  time  for  the  erection 
of  suitable  buildings  for  coinage,  and  providing  them  with 
the  necessary  machinery  and  fixtures,  owing  to  the  exor- 
bitant prices  of  materials  and  labor. 

The  Director  suggests  that  provision  at  some  suitable 
point  in  Oregon  of  facilities  for  the  melting,  assaying,  and 
stamping  of  bullion,  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  mining  and 
conmicrcial  interests  of  the  people  of  the  region  as  well  as 
a  branch  mint,  and  he  therefore  reconnnends  the  establish- 
ment of  an  assay  office;  also  that  authority  be  given  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  case  he  should  deem  it  expe- 
dient, to  cause  to  be  issued  on  such  terms  as  he  may  pro- 
vide, in  payment  of  bullion  deposited  at  the  ass;iy  olRee, 
certificates  redeemable  in  coin  at  the  San  Francisco  branch 
mint. 

I  contur  in  the  views  expressed  by  the  Director  of  the 
Mint,  and  cannot,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
bill  under  consideration.  I  join  with  him,  however,  in  rec- 
ommending the  establishment  of  an  assay  office  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  by  him. 

A  recent  loss  in  the  Colorado  mint  illustrates  the  inex- 
pediency of  multiplying  mints  for  coinage,  and  would  jus- 
tify a  recommendation  that  so  much  of  existing  acts  as 
authorize  coinage  except  at  great  commercial  centers  be 
repealed. 

I  am,  very  rcspecfully,  S.  P.  CHASE, 

Secretary  of  tlie  7'reasury. 
Hon.  W.  P.  Fessenden,  Chairman  Committee  on  Finance, 

United  States  Senate. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  I  think,  we 
authorized  the  establishment  of  a  mint  at  Nevada. 
Nothing  has  been  done  with  reference  to  the 
erection  of  a  mint  there,  and  the  Secretary  rec- 
ommends that  we  repeal  the  law.  It  is  too  late 
to  repeal  the  law  establishing  the  mint  in  Colo- 
rado Territory,  and  therefore  that  must  remain 
as  it  is,  thus  leaving  three  mints  in  operation,  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  the  mint  at  Denver,  and  the 
mint  at  San  Francisco.  We  formerly  had  a  mint 
in  Georgia,  and  one  in  North  Carolina;  but  they 
were  found  always  to  be  expensive  and  useless, 
and  repeatedly  an  attempt  was  made  to  repeal 
them,  but  that  could  not  be  done,  owing  to  certain 
causes.  In  connection  with  this  subject  is  a  pe- 
tition requesting  the  enlai-gement  of  the  branch 
mint  atSan  Francisco.  I  will  read  that,  in  order 
that  the  whole  subject  may  be  before  the  Senate: 
San  Francisco,  October  10,  1863. 

Sir:  We  beg  leave  to  address  you  upon  the  subject  of 
the  branch  mint  in  this  city  and  the  inadequate  facilities 
therein  tor  the  accommodation  of  the  public  and  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Government. 

When  the  present  branch  was  established  in  1853  it  was 
supposed  that  the  maximum  yearly  coinage  would  be  about 
five  million  dollars.  The  capacity  of  the  building  was  reg- 
ulated accordingly.  With  the  rapid  development  of  tlie 
mineral  rcsourcesof  this  Stale  and  the  adjoining  Territories 
Ihe  business  of  the  mint  has  increased  in  like  proportion. 
One  half  of  the  estimated  yearly  coinage  ol'  1853  was  coined 
in  the  single  month  of  September  last.  And  yet  the  accom- 
modations have  not  been  increased,  the  working  room  has 
not  been  enlarged,  and  the  operations  of  the  mint,  which 
now  are  nearly  six  times  greater  than  the  original  estimate, 
are  necessarily  conducted  within  the  limited  compass  of  a 
building  which  at  the  outset  even  was  too  inconvenient  and 
contracted. 

Situated  in  a  block  upon  one  of  the  most  narrow  streets 
of  the  city,  the  building  is  dark,  exceedingly  hot  at  all  times, 
and  unhealthy  for  the  workmen.  Gas  is  required  througli- 
out  the  building  every  hour  of  the  day.  It  has  no  store 
house  accommodations  whatever;  acids,  wood,  and  coal 
can  only  be  received  In  very  small  quantities.  A  ware- 
house for  articles  In  constant  use  in  the  operations  of  the 
mint  is  neces.sarily  rented  in  a  remote  locality.  The  office 
of  the  Bupcrintendeni,  instead  of  being  upon  the  spot, 
where  he  can  exercise  constantly  a  personal  supervision 
of  the  business  of  the  department,  is  elsewhere.  Neither 
the  coiner,  assayer,  nor  inciter  and  refiner  has  an  office,  or 
even  decent  writing  accommodations.  The  office  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  mint  and  the  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  which  the  law  requires  shnll  be  within  the 
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walls  of  the  building,  measures  but  a  few  square  feet,  and 
is  crowilcd  when  four  persons  are  present.  Although  the 
coinage  of  the  branch  has  increased  in  the  proportion  stated, 
there  lias  been  no  increase  of  room  or  of  minting  facilities. 
So  rapidly  does  the  production  of  the  precious  metals  mul- 
tiply upon  this  coast  that  it  is  more  than  probable  the  sup- 
ply live  years  hence  will  be  double  that  of  to-day. 

It  is  important  for  the  welfare  of  the  nation  that  as  much 
as  possible  of  this  supply  should  be  coined  and  retained  in 
the  United  States.  At  the  present  momenta  large  propor- 
tion of  the  production  of  the  gold  of  this  coast,  and  nearly 
all  the  silver,  is  shipped  away  in  bars  prepared  by  private 
assayers;  chiefly  because  of  the  absence  of  proper  mint 
facilities. 

In  a  word,  the  present  building  is  dark,  dungeon-like,  un- 
neallhy  for  workmen,  inconvenient  for  the  public,  and  a 
disgrace  to  the  Government  of  Ihe  United  Stales. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  and  the  prospective  requirements 
of  this  branch,  we  beg  leave  to  request,  upon  the  score  of 
economy  as  well  as  of  public  necessity,  that  you  will  ask 
of  Congress,  in  such  manner  as  you  may  deem  advisable, 
a  sufficient  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  building 
which  will  at  once  be  creditable  to  the  Government  and 
afford  adequate  accommodations  to  the  public. 

ROBERT  C.  SWAIIV, 
Superintendent  United  States  Branch  Mint. 

D.  VV.  CIIEESEMAN, 
Treasurer  Branch  Mint  United  States. 

F.  F.  LOW, 

THOMAS  BROWN,  Special  Jlgent. 

THOMAS  STARR  KING, 

CHARLES  JAMES, 

OGDEIV  HOFFMAN, 

STEPHEN  I.  FIELD. 
Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase, 

Secretary!)/ the  Treasury,  Jfaskington. 

On  that  statement  the  Secretary  recommended 
an  appropriation  of  $300,000  in  order  to  afford  the 
proper  minting  facilities  in  San  Francisco.  The 
committee  took  these  recommendations  of  the 
Secretary  into  consideration  in  connection  with 
each  other,  and  they  could  come  to  no  other  con- 
chjsion  than  that  the  wise  course  would  be  to  en- 
large the  minting  facilities  at  San  Francisco,  as 
desired,  and  to  establish  an  assay  office  at  Port- 
land or  some  other  place  in  Oregon,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself, 
f  believe  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  in  the 
committee,  and  it  was  thought  unanimously  that 
that  was  the  advisable  and  proper  coui-se  to  take. 
The  reasons  for  that  opinion  would  seem  to  be 
good;  and  the  question  that  presents  itself  to  the 
Senate  is  simply  this:  do  we  mean  to  go  on  and 
establish  mints  in  every  State  west  of  the  Rocky 
mountains  that  may  be  organized  where  the  pre- 
cious inetals  are  found? 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  as  I  have 
suggested,  repeals  the  law  establishing  a  mint  in 
Nevada.  Now  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  if  this 
amendment  prevails  we  must  leave  the  mint  in 
Nevada  if  we  make  a  new  one  in  Oregon;  we 
must  then  make  another  by-and-by  in  Montana, 
and  wherever  else  gold  or  silver  may  be  discov- 
ered, because  having  once  established  the  princi- 
ple upon  which  we  are  to  act,  that  we  are  going 
to  coin  those  metals  on  the  spot,  we  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  follow  it  up. 

1  know  it  may  be  answered  that  the  coining 
part  of  the  mint  may  support  itself;  but  that  can- 
not be  true  if  the  facts  stated  with  reference  to 
the  very  great  expense  of  erecting  buildings  and 
of  workmen  and  of  everything  connected  with 
the  coinage  at  the  present  time,  and  the  procuring 
of  the  necessary  materials,  be  correctly  stated^ 
Why.'  For  the  simple  reason  the  supojinteiident 
gives,  that  when  the  percentage,  or  the  seignior- 
age, as  1  believe  ihcycall  it,  which  is  paid  lor  the 
coinngu  more  than  covers  the  expense  of  ti-ans- 
portation  to  a  distant  mint,  the  bullion  will  go  off 
to  some  other  place.  That  will  be  the  necessary 
result. 

Even  if  it  were  desirable  to  do  a  thing  of  this 
sort,  it  is  hardly  advisable,  in  my  judgment,  to  do 
it  at  the  present  time.  My  own  deliberate  judg- 
ment upon  the  subject  is,  that  if  the  statements 
which  1  have  read  with  regaid  to  the  mint  atSan 
Francisco  are  true,  (and  certainly  there  can  be  no 
doubt  about  them  when  they  are  stated  by  such 
men,  and  I  believe  there  is  no  disputeabout  them,) 
that  establishment  ou^ht  to  be  very  considerably 
enlarged.  It  is  unfit  for  its  purpose  if  it  is  to  re- 
ceive the  coinage  from  the  neighboring  regions; 
but  it  may  make  a  very  material  difference  as  to 
what  is  to  be  the  amount  of  that  enlargement  if 
we  are  to  establish  a  mint  in  Oregon,  and  one  in 
every  otherState  that  may  desire  it.  1  am  averse, 
in  a  case  like  the  present,  to  spending  more  money 
in  these  establishments  than  we  are  absolutely 
compelled  to  expend.  1  should  like  very  much, 
80  far  as  my  personal  inclinations  are  concerned, 
to  gratify  the   honorablo  Senators  from  Oregon, 


and  let  them  have  a  mint  in  their  State;  but,  after 
all,  it  is  a  question  to  be  settled  as  a  whole.  Can 
we  do  so  consistently  with  the  interests  of  the 
Government.''  Upon  that  subject  we  have  not 
only  the  opinion  ofGovernor  Pollock — who  cer- 
tainly cannot  iiave  any  sort  of  interest  in  the  ques- 
tion, for  he  will  not  be  concerned  in  the  minting 
which  will  be  done  on  the  other  side  of  the  mount- 
ains if  we  establish  a  new  mint — an  opinion 
founded  on  the  reasons  which  he  gives,  but  we 
have  his  opinion  indorsed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  whom  it  is  perfectly  satisfactory. 
The  question,  then,  for  the  Senate  to  settle  is, 
whether  tagratify  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Oi'e- 
gon  we  can  set  aside  what  seems  to  be  the  public 
interest  and  vote  to  establish  a  mint  there,  when 
an  assay  office  will  undoubtedly  answer  the  pur- 
pose, if  not  precisely  to  the  point  that  is  desired 
by  that  people,  yet  to  a  sufficient  extent. 

I  have  deemed  it  my  duty,  Mr.  President,  to 
put  these  things  plainly  before  the  Senate.  The 
amendment,  if  adopted,  as  I  said  before,  leaves 
the  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  mint  in  Nevada 
in  operation,  and  we  must  build  that.  We  must 
then  erect  this  new  mint  in  Oregon.  We  must 
take  all  theconsequences  which  have  been  pointed 
out  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia, 
and  against  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
warns  and  advises  us.  It  seemed  to  the  com- 
mittee that  at  least  at  the  present  lime,  when  we 
are  pressed  so  hard  for  funds,  it  is  not  advisable 
to  go  in  the  face  of  the  advice  that  is  given  to  us 
by  the  proper  officers,  when  we  are  certain  of 
getting  along,  and  getting  along  well  enough  for 
a  long  time,  with  the  matter  as  it  is, except  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  mint  at  San  Francisco,  about 
which  I  have  expressed  my  opinion.  I  am  there- 
forev/fylly  convinced,  as  all  the  committee  were, 
that  the  proper  course  for  us  to  take  is  to  enlarge 
the  facilities  of  the  mint  at  San  Francisco,  and  to 
establish  no  other  mint,  at  present  at  least,  be- 
yond the  mountains,  but  to  build  assay  offices  in 
those  places  where  it  seems  desirable  that  some- 
thing should  be  done,  and  leave  the  matter  to 
stand  thus.  I  believe  I  have  presented  the  facts 
to  the  Senate  in  as  plain  and  clear  a  manner  as  1 
am  able  to  do,  and  having  done  that  1  have  noth- 
ing further  to  say  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  when  this 
question  was  under  consideration  before 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  will  excuse 
me.  I  am  informed  by  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  BucKALEw]  that  in  one  particular 
I  made  a  mistake;  that  the  amendment  leaves  in 
the  bill  that  portion  of  it  which  abolishes  the  mint 
in  Nevada  untouched.  The  result,  therefore,  is 
to  abolish  one  mint  deliberately  established,  in 
order  to  establish  another  in  another  section  of 
the  country,  which  would  be  rather  invidious. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  when  this 
subject  was  under  consideration  before,  1  voted 
with  the  committee,  partly  because  it  is  my  habit 
to  vote  with  committees  of  this  body  on  topics 
which  they  have  within  their  special  considera- 
tion, and  partly  because  at  the  time  I  was  under 
the  impression  that  their  report  was  jusiified  by 
correct  principles  in  the  case.  Subsequent  reflec- 
tion has  induced  me  to  hesitate  in  this  conclusion. 

Much  dependence  has  been  placed  in  this  dis- 
cussion upon  the  report  of  the  Director  of  the 
Mint  at  Philadelphia.  Now,  sir,  if  he  had  con- 
tented himself  with  giving  an  opinion  against 
establishing  this  mint  in  Oregon,  without  assign- 
ing any  reasons  therefor,  I  might  have  respected 
his  opinion;  but  when  he  puts  forward  as  his 
first  great  objection  that  the  multiplication  of 
mints  will  tend  to  "  national  disintegration,"  1 
must  confess  that  I  join  with  the  Senator  from 
Oregon  in  distrusting  his  conclusion.  What  con- 
fidence can  anybody  have  in  anything  founded  on 
such  premises,  which  experience,  if  not  reason, 
shows  to  be  false?  Why,  sir,  the  author  of  this 
opinion  forgets  that  in  that  country  which  is  the 
most  centralized  in  the  world,  where  all  the  agen- 
cies of  Government  converge  in  asingle  capital — 
1  mean  France — there  have  been  for  a  long  time, 
even  within  its  comparatively  contracted  borders, 
more  than  half  a  dozen  different  mints.  There  is, 
to  be  sure,  one  magnificent  central  mint  at  Paris, 
but  there  are,  or  were  very  recently,  auxiliary 
mints  at  Lyons,  Marseilles,  Bordeaux,  Lille, 
Rouen,  and  Strasburg.  I  never  heard  that  this 
multiplicity  of  French  iriiiits  had  tended  toward 
"  iiauonal  disi(ui.:"'ratioii."     France  still  contiu- 


ues,  one  and  indivisible,  and  I  doubt  if  there 
would  be  any  difference  in  this  respect  even  if 
there  were  a  mint  in  every  one  of  her  eighty-six 
departments.  Really  the  Director  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Mint  ought  to  have  borne  in  mind  the 
famous  instructions  of  Lord  Mansfield  to  the  colo- 
nial magistrate,  and  contented  himself  with  giving 
an  opinion  without  assigning  his  reasons  therefor. 

But  there  is  another  consideration  to  which  I 
confess  that  I  am  not  insensible.  It  is  the  import- 
ance of  a  correct  and  finished  coinage,  which  it 
seems  natural  to  suppose  would  be  best  promoted 
by  a  single  mint.  On  this  point  1  am  disposed  to 
agree  with  the  Director.  But  our  Government 
has  not  acted  on  this  principle. 

Mr.  CONNESS.    Will  the  Senator  permit  me? 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CONNESS.  I  did  not  hear  his  last  sen- 
tence. Do  I  understand  the  Senator  to  say  there 
should  be  but  one  mint  in  the  United  States,  in 
his  opinion? 

Mr.  SUMNER;?  Not  precisely.  I  said  that 
there  was  a  reason  in  favor  of  a  single  mint,  but 
that  the  policy  of  our  Government  had  not  been 
that  way.  Allow  me  to  glance  for  one  moment 
at  this  reason,  in  order  to  see  the  extent  of  its  ap- 
plicability to  our  country. 

If  circumstances  favored  the  consolidation  of 
the  national  coinage  at  a  single  mint,  I  can  con- 
ceive thatthere  would  be  advaiitagesofan  unques- 
tionable character.  Indeed,if  we  repair  to  France, 
where  the  mints  have  been,  in  times  past,  so  nu- 
merous, we  shall  find  that  these  advantages  have 
not  been  denied.  I  suppose  that  the  most  author- 
itative testimony  on  this  whole  subject,  whether 
we  look  at  it  in  the  light  of  theory  or  of  practice, 
will  be  found  in  that  country;  and  if  we  seek  spe- 
cial authorities,  there  is  nothing  so  instructive  or 
ample  as  the  report  of  Dumas  and  De  Colmant, 
made  in  1839,  under  a  commission  from  the 
French  Minister  of  Finance.  This  document, 
which  contains  minute  revelations  with  regard  to 
the  operations  of  mints,  was  for  some  time  kept 
secret  in  France.  Indeed,!  have  understood  that 
there  were  but  twelve  copies  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  commission,  who  were  placed  under  a  solemn 
obligation  not  to  divulge  it.  But  it  found  its  way 
to  the  public  through  the  parliamentary  inquiry 
into  the  mint  made  in  England  in  1848,  consti- 
tuting the  blue  book  of  that  year  on  this  subject. 

The  testimony  of  Dumas  is  an  argument  for  a 
single  mint.  He  dwells  especially  on  two  con- 
sideiations,  economy  and  the  perfection  of  the 
coinage;  and  these  he  places  above  the  local  in- 
terests which  demand  a  multiplicity  of  mints 
The  figures  by  which  he  illustrates  the  superior 
economy  are  very  striking.  But  these,  of  course, 
assume  that  the  metal  is  already  delivered  ai  tht 
mint,  a  point  which  must  not  be  forgotten  on  the 
present  occasion.  Beyond  his  own  opinion  on 
the  question  of  perfection,  Dumas  quotes  iie 
testimony  of  Bastereche,  regent  of  the  Bank  of 
France,  who,  after  an  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject as  long  ago  as  1800,  very  positively  declared 
that  "  the  perfection  of  labor  which  ought  to  dis- 
tinguish a  grekt  nation  imperiously  required  a 
single  mint,  placed  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  the  Government."  And  he  also  quotes 
the  testimony  of  Humann,  Minister  of  Finance, 
who,  in  presenting  his  budget  in  1835,  declared 
that  the  Paris  mint  was  adequate  to  do  all  the 
coinage  required  in  France;  that  the  concentration 
of  labor  there  would  promote  an  improvement  in 
all  the  processes  of  production;  that  in  this  way 
the  Government  would  be  relieved  from  the  ex- 
pense of  different  establishments;  that  all  the 
money  from  the  same  mint  would  be  identical  in 
character,  and  in  proportion  as  it  acquired  per- 
fection it  would  be  less  exposed  to  counterfeiting; 
and,  in  fine,  that  the  superintendence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  be  a  guarantee  of  security  which 
does  not  exist  where  the  work  is  distributed  in 
a  large  number  of  establishments.  Such  was  the 
testimony  of  the  minister  adopted  by  the  illus- 
trious authority  in  science,  Dumas.  Perhaps 
the  case  could  not  be  stated  stronger.  But  it 
did  not  prevail  in  1800,  when  it  was  first  given — 
nor  in  1835,  nor  in  1839 — even  in  France,  where 
the  tendency  to  concentration  is  so  active,  where 
the  facilities  for  it  are  so  great,  and  where  the 
disposition  to  take  counsel  of  science  is  so  con- 
firmed. But  surely  there  must  be  a  reason  why 
it  did  not  prevail. 

Dumas  says,  in  rather  contemptuous  phrase. 
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that  "on  one  side  is  a  potty  local  interest — in  a 
great  degree  imaginary."  (See  Rapport,  p.  70.) 
But  if  tiiis  "  petty  local  interest"  were  of  snfficiettt 
importance  to  prevail  for  so  long  a  time  in  France, 
against  such  influences,  it  must  be  because  there 
was  something  of  intrinsic  strength  in  its  char- 
ucter.  I  have  alluded  thus  minutely  to  this  testi- 
mony, because  I  would  not  keep  anything  out  of 
the  discussion  that  was  calculated  to  shed  iiglit 
upon  it;  and  because  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
long-continued  practice  of  France,  in  spite  of  such 
testimony,  must  not  be  disregarded  in  our  en- 
deavors to  arrive  at  a  true  policy. 

Thus  far  our  Government  has  followed  the 
teachings  from  the  practice  of  France,  rather  than 
from  its  science  on  this  subject.  It  renounced, 
some  time  ago,  the  policy  of  a  single  mint,  acting, 
it  may  be  supposed,  unJerother  considerations  of 
a  controlling  character.  The  statute  of  March 
3,  18.35,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  four,  p.  774,)  enti- 
tled "To  establish  branches  of  the  Mint  of  the 
United  Stales,"  provides  for  mints  at  New  Or- 
leans, Charlotte,  in  North  Carolina, and  Dalilon- 
ega,  in  Georgia — the  two  latter  for  the  coinage  of 
gold  only.  Since  then  there  has  been  provision 
for  mints  at  San  Frami-co,  Denver,  and  Carson 
City. 

1  do  not  have  before  me  the  most  recent  state- 
mcntof  the  productionatthesedilTerent  mints;  but 
this  is  not  necessary  for  illustration.  If  we  take 
tlic  year  1851,  we  shall  find  that  the  number  of 
.pieces,  gold,  silver,  and  copper,  produced  that 
year  was  as  follows: 

PJillaiielphla 24,985,736 

New  Orleans 3,5-29,000 

Charlotte J05.35G 

Dalilonega 83,S56 

So  that  mints  were  kept  up  at  the  two  latter 
places  merely  to  manufacture  a  very  small  amount 
of  coin.  But  the  reason  assigned  was  that  gold 
was  produced  in  the  neighborhood. 

If  we  look  at  the  cost  of  production  at  these 
difTorent  olaces,  we  shall  find  that  at  Philadelphia 
It  was  only  42-100  i)er  cent.;  at  New  Orleans, 
1  8-100  percent. ;at  Charlotte,  3  55-100  percent.; 
and  Dahlonega,  3  13-100  per  cent.  But  great  as 
was  the  economy  at  Philadelphia,  compared  with 
that  at  the  other  mints,  we  slmll  find  tliat  at  the 
Paris  mint  the  same  production  costs  one  lialflcss. 

If  we  look  further  at  the  mints  of  Charlotte 
and  Dahlonega  it  is  easy  to  see  how  every  con- 
Hideiation  ol' economy  whs  against  them.  With 
a  single  Munich  press  in  the  mint  at  Charlotte 
the  whole  annual  coinage  there  would  have  been 
accomplished  in  thirty-three  hours  !  And  with  a 
einiilar  press  at  Dahlonega  the  whole  annual  coin- 
age there  would  have  been  accomplished  in  less 
tlian  twenty-eight  hours!  Experience  shows 
that  one  Munich  press  will  coin  in  a  day  of  ten 
hours,  allowing  one  sixth  of  the  time  for  stop- 
jiages  and  accidents,  thirty  thousand  pieces.  Of 
course  the  coinage  at  these  two  places  musthave 
been  atari  expense  much  beyond  tliat  of  Philadel- 
phia. It  would  have  been  more  economical  for  the 
Treasury  to  have  paid  the  cost  of  transporting  the 
gold  from  these  places  to  Philadelphia.  And 
doubtless  this  would  hiive  been  done  if  the  ques- 
tion of  economy  had  been  alone  involved. 

I  have  referred  to  tliese  instances  as  illustra- 
tions of  the  policy  already  adopted  by  our  Gov- 
ernment. And  yet  I  cannot  say  that  they  commend 
themselves  to  my  judgmei*,  especially  when  it  is 
considered  that  in  all  probability  the  coinage  at 
these  mints,  besides  being  e.xpensivo,  wn.s  i(Uo  of 
an  inferior  quality. 

But  the  vast  products  of  gold  in  distant  Califor- 
nia presented  the  question  in  a  new  form.  Un- 
expectedly the  early  prodigies  of  Mexico  and 
Peru  were  renewed.  Private  persons  were  sud- 
denly enriched.  Gold  was  turned  up  like  a  chid 
of  the  valley,  or  washed  out  of  sanda  deposited  by 
mountain  torreuls.  Where  gold  thus  «boundi-d 
the  currency  of  the  country  was  naturally  in  this 
metal,  which  thus  performed  its  double  function 
of  merchandise  and  money.  Should  alt  this  treas- 
ure be  sent  faraway  to  Pliiladelphia  for  coinage? 
I'he  answer  of  reaMon,  convenience, and  commerce 
waH  clearly  against  any  such  enforced  transpor- 
tation. A  mint  became  a  necessity.  Even  as- 
siiniiiig  that  the  coinage  could  be  executed  with 
nioic  economy  and  perfection  at  Philadelphia, 
il  is  evident,  on  the  simple  statement  of  the  case, 
that  the  local  interests  of  California  were  too  im- 
portant to  be  neglected.  The  mint  was establifilii.'d , 


and  during  the  last  year  gold  has  been  coined 
there  to  the  amount  of  $17,510,963,  while  the 
smaller  amount  of  $3,340,931  was  the  sum  total 
of  gold  coinage  during  the  same  time  at  Philadel- 
phia. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  create  another  mint  in 
Oregon,  and  the  reasons  for  it  are  similar  to  those 
which  prevailed  in  the  case  of  California.^  The 
country  i.s  found  to  be  fruitful  in  gold,  if  not  to 
the  same  extent  as  California,  yet  so  much  so 
as  to  require  similar  facilities  for  coinage.  It 
seems  that  the  amount  received  at  three  private 
assay  offices  in  the  city  of  Portland,  from  Janu- 
ary 15  to  October  30  of  the  last  year,  reached 
$2,486,496.  Compare  this  sum  with  the  paltry 
yield  at  Ciiarlotte  or  Dahlonega,  where  mints  were 
established  and  maintained  down  to  the  rebellion. 
The  mines  of  Peru  have  been  proverbial  for  rich- 
ness; but  the  sum  total  of  their  product  in  1858 
was  only  $6,000,000.  Thatof  Chili  was$5,000,000; 
and  that  of  Bolivia  was  only  $2,000,000,  less  than 
the  product  of  Oregon  for  a  part  of  a  year. 

Here  again  tlie  considerations  of  science,  which 
seem  so  strong  in  favor  of  a  single  mint,  eeeiTi  to 
lose  llieir  applicability,  or  ratlier  they  fail  in  pres- 
ence of  other  consiiJeralions  which  cannot  be 
neglected.  Sir,  we  cannot  forget  in  our  legisla- 
tion that  it  is  no  narrow  territory  that  comes 
within  our  jurisdiction,  but  that  it  is  a  vast  re- 
gion, washed  by  two  great  oceans  and  separated 
by  intervening  mountains.  A  rule  which  may  be 
proper  in  a  countr  '  like  France  becomes  inap- 
plicable to  a  country  so  vast  in  territory  as  ours. 
If  all  ourStates  were  huddled  togetheron  a  single 
seaboard,  perhaps  a  single  mint  might  suffice. 
In  such  a  case  the  economy  and  perfection  of  the 
coinage  might  be  exclusively  consulted.  But  the 
interests  of  business  on  the  Pacific  coast.,nuist 
not  be  sacrificed,  even  to  these  eonsidijrations. 
Spain  still  has  mints  at  Madrid  and  Seville,  al- 
though at  the  latter  place  the  coinage  is  chiefly 
confined  to  copper;  but  in  former  days,  while 
Mexico  was  a  Spanish  province,  there  was  a 
Spanish  mint  there,  for  the  same  reason,  I  sup- 
pose, that  a  mint  is  now  proposed  in  Oregon. 
But  Oregon  is  even  more  distant  from  Philadel- 
phia than  Mexico  from  Madrid. 

The  consideration  from  distance  alone  cannot 
be  disregarded.  Oregon  is  five  thousand  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  and  seven  hundred  miles  from 
San  Francisco.  It  is  impossible  to  legislate  for 
such  immense  spaces  as  you  would  legislate  for 
a  Eurgpean  kingdom,  where  every  part  is  within 
easy  distance  ot  the  metropolis. 

In  England  there  is  only  a  single  mint,  which 
transacts  the  business  of  that  commercial  coun- 
try. But  I  need  not  remind  you  that  all  its  vast 
commerce  is  conducted  within  a  small  territory. 
In  Holland,  also,  there  is  only  a  single  mint,  al- 
though during  the  days  of  the  republic  there  was 
a  mint  in  each  province.  At  the  revolution  these 
were  abandoned,  and  one  mint  for  the  whole 
kingdom  was  established  at  Utrecht.  But  here 
again  I  may  remind  you  of  the  narrow  space  of 
territory  which  is  served  by  this  mint. 

The  whole  question  has  been  obscured  by  con- 
sidering gold  when  coined  as  exclusively  cur- 
rency, whereas  it  is  also  merchandise.  It  is  in 
this  latter  character  that  il  comes  under  the  same 
laws  which  govern  commerce  in  other  articles. 
If  we  go  back  to  Aristotle  we  shall  find  a  defini- 
tion to  which  it  is  difficult  to  add  anything  in  our 
day.  "  It  is  agreed,"  says  this  master  of  thought, 
"to  give  and  receive  in  exchange  a  substance 
wliick,  useful  in  itself,  is  easily  managed  in  the 
ustige  of  lil'e;  as,  for  example,  iron,  silver,  or 
such  other  substance  as  shall  have  a  determined 
dimeneiion  and  weigiii,  and  which,  in  order  to 
avoid  llie  embarrassment  of  continual  weighing, 
shall  be  marked  h\i  a  particular  stamp  as  the  sign  of 
itstalue."  (Ptilitics,  book  J,  cap.  3.)  In  quoting 
ihcfjc  word.s,  Michel  Chevalier,  the  political  econ- 
omist and  new-made  senator  of  France,  who  has 
given  much  attention  to  this  subject,  rightly 
says  that  the  whole  question  is  admirably  put 
and  ut  the  .same  time  determined.  But  the  same 
idea  has  been  stated  ai»r>  by  Adam  Smith  in  his 
remarknbic  work  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations. 
"The  qualities,  "he  says,"  of  utility,  beauty,  and 
scarcity  are  the  original  foundation  of  the  high 
price  of  these  mctdls,  or  of  the  gnat  quantity  of 
other  goods  for  which  ihcy  can  everywhere  be 
exchanged.  This  valur  was  anlccedevl  lo  and  in- 
dependent if  thiii-  lieixg  employed  as  coin,  and  was 


the  quality  which  fitted  them  for  that  employment." 
Therefore,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  coin  is 
something  more  than  money;  it  is  merchandise 
also.  In  this  character  it  plays  a  conspicuous 
part  in  the  commerce  of  the  world.  It  differs  in 
size  from  the  lumber  of  Maine,  but  it  is  just  as 
much  an  article  of  merchandise. 

It  is  when  we  regard  gold  as  merchandise  that 
we  see  how  clearly  in  certain  places  and  under 
certain  circumstances  it  escapes  from  the  scien- 
tific laws  which  are  applicable  especially  to  coin- 
age. Gold  is  unique  among  articles  of  commerce. 
Every  other  article  may  allow  discussion  as  to  its 
quality.  Clothes  or  wool  may  be  more  or  less 
fine;  flour  may  be  more  or  less  bolted,  or  it  may 
be  made  from  hard  or  soft  wheat.  But  gold  is 
chemically  a  simple  body,  and  when  once  refined 
perfectly  homogeneous,  whether  it  comes  from 
California  or  Siberia,  from  the  sands  of  Tran- 
sylvania or  the  poorer  sandsof  the  upper  Rhine. 
Let  it  be  once  brought  up  to  any  arbitrary  stand- 
ard, as,  say,  nine  tenths,  and'there  is  no  difference 
in  its  character.  But  this  degree  of  fineness  must 
be  established  in  an  authentic  manner,  or  other- 
wise transactions  in  this  article  may  be  arrested 
at  every  moment.  The  delicate  agencies  neces- 
sary for  determining  its  value  are  not  easily  ac- 
cessible. The  Government,  therefore,  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  community,  after  refining  and 
weighing  gold,  puts  upon  it  a  stamp  which  guar- 
anties its  weight  and  fineness.  Thus  the  eagle, 
with  the  stamp  of  ten  dollars,  is  a  piece  which, 
according  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  18th  January, 
1837,  (Statutes  at  Large  vol.  five,  p.  138,)  weighs 
two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  grains  with  nine 
tenthsof  gold  and  one  tenth  of  alloy.  The  Eng- 
lish sovereign  ia  a  stamped  piece  of  gold  twenty- 
two  carats  fine,  and  of  such  weight  in  proportion 
to  the  troy  ounce  that  £'3  lis.  lOd.  shall  make 
an  ounce.  The  French  franc  is  a  stamped  piece 
of  silver  weighing  exactly  five  grains  and  nine 
tenths  fine. 

But  in  our  country,  and  now  especially  in  Cal- 
ifornia and  on  the  Pacific  coast,  gold  has  become 
a  principal  article  of  production  and  exportation, 
like  wheat  or  cotton.  Such  is  its  character  that 
it  instinctively  seeks  inspection  in  order  to  secure 
a  guarantee  and  recommendation.  Now,  every 
State  has  its  inspectors,  for  instance,  of  flour; 
pot  and  pearl  ashes;  fish,  beef,  and  pork.  In 
Massachusetts  I  think  there  have  been  inspectors 
of  sole  leather,  although  a  hide  of  leather  ia  open 
on  all  sides.  But  if  gold  be  regarded  as  inerchan- 
dise  there  is  more  reason  for  its  inspection.  It 
is  true  that  it  is  more  portable  than  these  other 
articles;  but  it  is  also  more  valuable,  more  easily 
lost,  more  easily  stolen,  and  more  provocative  to 
plunder.  Therefore,  it  is  entitled  to  peculiar  safe- 
guards. 

Here,  then,  is  the  case  in  a  nutshell.  Califor- 
nia is  already  a  large  exporter  of  gold  as  mer- 
chandise. Oregon  is  now  commencing  a  similar 
career.  But  the  gold  there  ought  to  have  every 
advantage  as  merchandise  wiiich  it  can  derive 
from  the  inspection  of  the  Government.  Call  it 
protection,  if  you  will;  but  I  beg  to  submit  that 
an  interest  so  important,  so  peculiar, and  so  deli- 
cate, deserves  this  protection. 

If  it  be  said  that  all  this  may  be  accomplished 
by  an  assay  office,  I  reply  that  this  does  only  par- 
tially what  is  accomplished  by  the  mint.  The 
gold  is  delivered  back  in  ingots  stamped,  so  that 
for  certain  purposes  it  is  merchandise;  but  the 
work  is  only  half  done.  If  the  quantity  were 
trivial,  as  at  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega,  then  an 
assay  office  would  suffice;  but  where  the  supply 
is  so  great  as  in  California  or  Oregon,  it  would 
seem  as  if  no  pains  ought  to  be  spared  by  the 
Government  to  facilitate  the  commerce  in  this  ar- 
ticle or  to  meetthe  desiresof  its  producers.  Now, 
it  is  obvious  that  nothing  in  this  respect  can  equal 
the  stamp  which  is  put  upon  the  national  coin. 
A  courtier  said  to  Philip  II  of  Spain,  "  Your 
golden  ducats  carry  your  name  and  your  features 
over  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  exciting  envy 
and  dread."  The  time  for  envy  and  dread  has 
passed;  but  our  eagles  are  not  idle.  There  is 
their  inscription,  E  pluribvs  unum,  and  an  un- 
questionnbie  stamp  of  nationality  and  value, 
wliich  they  carry  wherever  they  go. 

Therefore,  sir,  while  admitting  that  for  the  sake 
of  the  coin  there  must  be  the  highest  accuracy 
possible  ill  liie  operations  of  the  mint,  I  cannot 
hesitate  to  insist  ihat,  regarding  gold  as  merchan- 
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dise,  the  mint  must  be  established  in  such  locali- 
ties as  may  be  required  by  the  interest*  of  com- 
merce. 

I  doubt  if  there  would  beany  hesitation  in  this 
conclusion,  if  the  whole  subject  of  coinage  had 
not  been  shrouded  with  a  certain  mystery,  al- 
most like  tlie  "  black  art."  This  appears  con- 
stantly. 

"  They  cannot  touch  ine  for  coining  ; 
I  am  the  king," 

says  Shakspeare;  and  Pope  says: 

"  she;  now  coiiiracts  her  vast  desifju, 

And  all  lier  triumpiis  slirink  into  a  coin." 

Like  other  incidents  of  sovereignty,  coinage  has 
been  reserved  rightfully  to  tlie  Government,  but 
on  this-account  it  has  been  little  appreciated  in 
its  true  character.  People  have  sometimes  erred 
in  not  seeing  that  the  delicate  laws  which  are  ap- 
plicable to  this  subject  must  not  be  strained  to 
interfere  with  the  proper  regulation  of  the  value 
of  gold  when  it  has  become  a  principal  article  of 
merchandise. 

Objection  is  also  made  on  the  ground  that  a 
mint  is  necessarily  an  expensive  structure.  But 
this  is  a  mistake,  arising  partly  from  the  general 
mystification  on  this  subject,  and  partly  because 
the  Philadelphia  Mint,  which  we  have  all  seen,  is 
an  expensive  structure.  A  mint,  in  pinin  terms, 
is  nothing  but  a  foundery  provided  with  good  locks 
and  keys,  if  it  be  finished  elaborately  and  ex- 
pensively, it  may  attract  the  eye,  but  it  does  not 
become  more  useful.  The  whole  system  of  coin- 
age has  been  twice  changed  during  the  present 
generation :  first,  by  the  change  in  assays  by  Gay- 
Lussac  in  1830,  and  secondly,  by  the  introduction 
of  the  Munich  press  worked  by  steam  inStead  of 
the  old  hand-press  with  two  ponderous  balls  as 
flies.  And  the  Munich  press  itself  has  been  much 
improved  in  France  by  Thonellier.  Now, a  mint 
should  not  be  so  costly  as  not  to  receive  easily 
all  imp-rovemeuts.  The  science  of  metallurgy  is 
still  in  the  progress  of  development,  and  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  the  coming  generation  will  witness 
improvements  as  important  as  any  during  our 
day.  The  eminent  French  authority  to  whom  I 
have  already  referred,  Dumas,  was  in  the  habit 
of  ridiculing  the  expensive  edifices  constructed  in 
France  for  mints.  It  was  his  desire  that  the  pres- 
ent mint  at  Paris  should  be  surrendered  to  some 
public  office, and  the  business  ofthemintremoved 
loan  open  space  in  the  suburbs.  In  his  report  he 
has  furnished  estimates  tending  to  show  the  small 
expense  of  a  mint,  according  to  his  ideas,  which 
should  be  adequate  to  all  the  coinage  of  Fi'ance. 

If  you  would  see  how  the  cost  of  a  mint  in  our 
country  may  swell,  at  least  in  calculations  ot) 
paper,  if  not  in  reality,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the 
memorial  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Philadelphia 
in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  branch  mint  at 
New  York  in  1852.  But  the  mint  pictured  here 
is  anything  but  the  simple  foundery  which  I  have 
described,  or  the  workshop  which  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  asks  you  to  authorize. 

Mr.  President,  I  hope  that  I  have  notoccupied 
too  much  time  with  this  statement.  I  have  been 
led  to  make  it  in  order  to  show  that  in  differing  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance  I  have  not  proceeded 
without  properconsideration.  There  are  several 
topics  connected  with  the  subject  to  which  1 
have  not  alluded,  because  I  desired  to  confine  my 
remarks  to  the  points  in  issue.  There  are  also 
details  as  to  the  cost  of  coinage  in  a  well-regulated 
mint,  involving  the  question  of  seigniorage,  and 
the  essential  difference  between  the  systems  of 
England  and  France,  which  I  should  be  glad  to 
present;  but  I  have  said  enough.  There  is,  how- 
ever, one  practical  remark,  founded  on  the  eix- 
ttm()le  of  Spain,  which  I  venture  to  add.  It  was 
the  habit  of  this  Power  to  require  that  the  initial 
of  the  place  of  coinage  should  appear  on  every 
piece,  so  that  the  coin  from  Madrid  bore  an  M; 
Seville  bore  an  S;  and  that  from  Mexico  bore  an 
MO.  Tliis  precaution  rer)dered  each  mint  respons- 
ible for  its  own  work.  In  France  also  every  mint 
has  its  own  special  mark.  The  coins  struck  at 
PiiriNbonr  the  letter  A.  Perhaps  a  similar  require- 
ment in  oLu  uA'ii  country  might  have  an  influence 
in  stimulnting  greater  care  in  the  several  mints, 
by  creating  an  honorable  rivalry. 

There  is  one  other  remark  which  I  would  make 
before  I  close.  Much  stress  has  been  placed  upon 
tJie  opinion  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Pliila- 
delphia.  Indeed  the  whole  case  against  the  pro- 
posed mint  has  been  allowed  to  rest  on  hie  letter 


which  begins  so  whimsically.  I  hope  that  I  have 
not  spoken  of  him  too  freely;  but  since  his  au- 
thority has  been  invoked,  I  have  been  led  to  ask 
if  there  were  anything  in  his  studies  or  scientific 
attainments  calculated  to  render  him  a  court  with- 
out appeal  on  this  question.  It  is  obvious  that 
his  position  for  the  time  being  subjects  him  to  in- 
fluences hostile  to  new  mints.  He  naturally  seeks 
to  amplify  his  jurisdiction,  and  to  keep  the  tide 
of  gold  from  ebbing  away  from  his  marble  build- 
ing. Perhaps  I  do  not  use  too  strong  language 
if  I  say  that  he  is  under  inducements  to  play  the 
pedant  for  his  own  mint,  and  to  quote  it  against 
every  other  mint.  At  all  events,  1  think  the  Sen- 
ate will  be  satisfied  that  on  the  present  occasion 
he  ought  to  be  overruled. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  Mr.  President,  the  history 
which  the  Senator  from  Maine  has  given  of  this 
bill  I  believe  is  substantially  correct.  Some  time 
in  the  early  part  of  the  session  I  introduced  a  bill 
providing  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch  mint 
of  the  United  States  at  Portland,  Oregon,  a»d  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The 
committee,  however,  reported  back  a  different  bill, 
one  providing  for  the  establishment  of  an  assay 
office  at  Carson  City,  in  the  Territory  of  Nevada, 
and  for  the  establishment  of  an  assay  office  at  the 
Dalles,  in  Oregon.  The  bill  as  reported  by  the 
committee,  and  to  which  I  believe  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  raises  no  objection 
at  this  time,  provides  for  an  appropriation  of 
£75,000  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  assay 
office  at  the  Dalles,  in  Oregon.  When  the  bill 
came  before  the  Senate  I  moved  to  strike  out  the 
ninth  section  containing  that  provision  and  to  in- 
sert in  lieu  of  it  my  original  bill  for  the  establish- 
mentofa  branch  mint,the  only  difFerence  being  that 
Portland  was  stricken  out  and  the  Dalles  was  in- 
serted, and  an  appropriation  proposed  of  ^100,000 
for  the  establishment  of  a  branch  mint  in  place  of 
$75,000  for  the  establishment  of  an  assay  office. 

My  amendment  was  adopted  giving  us  a  branch 
mint  in  place  of  an  assay  office.  It  was  adopted 
after  the  question  had  been  argued  at  some  length. 
A  few  days  ago,  when  my  amendment  was 
adopted,  the  Senator  from  Maine  manifesting  to 
this  measure,  as  he  has  to  almost  everything  else 
relating  to  our  State,  a  very  decided  hostility, 
when  he  found  that  he  was  beaten  upon  the  vote 
adopting  the  amendment,  resorted  to  parliament- 
ary tactics  in  oider  that  he  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it  was 
adopted.  That  was  proper  enough,  perhaps;  I 
make  no  complaint  of  it.  He  found  himself  at 
that  time,  however,  in  a  dilemma.  In  order  that 
the  reconsideration  should  be  acted  upon,  it  was 
necessary  that  it  should  be  done  then,  while  the 
bill  was  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  Chair 
reminded  him  of  that  fact.  He  then  withdrew 
his  motion,  and  the  bill  now  is  reported  to  the 
Senate  with  my  amendment  adopted;  and  the 
question  is  on  his  motion  to  strike  out  that  amend- 
ment which  was  adopted  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

When  the  Senator  gave  us  notice  on  that  oc- 
casion that  he  intended  to  speak  upon  the  bill  I 
supposed  he  would  introduce  some  new  and  con- 
vincing arguments  to  show  to  the  Senate  the  im- 
propriety of  adopting  the  amendment  which  re- 
ceived their  sanction  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Instead  of  that  his  speech  has  been  simply  a 
reiteration  of  the  objections  of  Mr.  Pollock,  with 
the  additional  declaration  that  those  objections 
were  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. As  I  stated  in  my  former  remarks  to  the 
Senate  on  this  subject,  when  this  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  he  tacitly 
admitted  that  he  had  no  particular  or  positive  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  and  therefore  he  referred 
it  to  this  man,  Pollock.  Pollock's  letter  has  been 
before  the  Senate,  and  lias  been  read  once  or 
twice.  I  spent  some  time  in  commenting  on  it 
extensively;  I  do  not  propose  to  do  it  again.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  gave  no  opinioii  ex- 
cept what  was  based  upon  Pollock's  letter,  and 
merely  reiterated  Pollock's  arguments, gave  none 
other,  simply  concurring  in  what  Mr.  Pollock  liad 
said.  Neither  has  the  chairman  of  the  Cominit- 
tee  on  Finance  produced  any  additional  argu- 
ments against  this  measure.  He  has  apparently 
rested  his  case  on  the  letter  which  was  iead,and 
which  was  written  by  Mr.  Pollock,  and  indorsed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  Pollock, 
though  he  may  be  very  good  authortlf  for  the 


chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  is  no  au- 
thority whatever  for  me;  and  I  think  that  the  sug- 
gestions which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
has  made  in  the  speech  which  he  has  been  so 
kind  as  to  make  in  favor  of  this  measure,  entirely 
disposed  of  him  by  showing  that  his  weakness 
got  the  advantage  of  him,  and  that  he  was  con- 
trolled by  selfish  motives  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing the  Mint  and  the  coinage  at  Philadelphia. 

Two  years  ago  there  was  a  proposition  before 
the  Senate  to  establish  a  branch  mint  at  Denver, 
in  Colorado  Territory.  This  same  process  of 
reference  was  then  gone  through  with.  It  was 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  in  the  present 
instance,  referred  the  matter  to  Mr.  Pollock.  Mr. 
Pollock-,  for  some  reason  or  other,  then  found  it 
necessary  to  have  a  branch  mint  established  at 
Denver,  in  Colorado  Territory;  and  he  made  a 
favorable  report,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
production  of  the  mines  in  that  Territory  for  th« 
four  preceding  years  had  amounted  to  but  about 
four  million  dollars,  while  last  year  the  accumu- 
lation of  gold  in  Oregon  from  our  own  State  and 
the  surrounding  Territories  amounted  to  about 
fifteen  million  dollars,  with  a  prospectof  its  being 
doubled  or  trebled  during  the  present  year.  Mr. 
Pollock  is  hardly  consistent  with  himself.  He 
stated  then  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  es- 
tablish a  branch  mint  for  a  Territory  producing 
upon  the  average  j^l,000,000  a  year;  but  he  now 
finds  reasons  why  there  should  not  be  a  branch 
mint  conceded  to  a  portion  of  a  Territory  pro- 
ducing $15,000,000  a  year.  On  thatoccasion  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  was  either 
misled  by  Mr.  Pollock  or  else  he  was  diverted 
from  his  usual  good  judgment.  When  he  pre- 
sented that  measure  to  the  Senate,  with  the  in- 
dorsement of  Mr.  Pollock  and  the  indorsement  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  the  honorable  chair- 
man said: 

"  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  establish 
branch  mints  wlierever  it  has  been  tliought  they  were 
needed  on  account  of  the  great  yield  of  gold  in  particular 
district?,  and  their  distance  from  the  existing  mints.  We 
have  had  a  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans,  without  any  very 
good  reason  for  it  that  I  could  ever  see."  »  »  *  • 
"  This  region,  however" — 

Referring  to  Colorado — 
"  is  at  »  very  great  distance" — 

Not  quite  so  great  a  distance  as  Oregon  or  Idaho, 
I  would  remind  the  Senator — 

"  and  the  yield  is  large  and  is  increasing  very  much  every 
year;  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  unwise  to  compel  the  trans- 
portation of  gold  from  that  section  of  couiilry  to  this  coast 
to  be  minted,  and  then  tosenditback  again  in  the  shape  of 
coin  to  meet  tiie  necessities  of  the  Government  and  the 
people  there.  They  have,  indeed,  found  it  necessary  to  es- 
tablish private  mints." 

That  >B  as  conclusive  an  argument  as  I  could 
ofTer  for  the  establishment  of  a  mint  in  Oregon — 
that  very  argument  which  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  offered  in  favor  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  branch  mint  for  a  people  who 
were  producing  about  one  million  dollars  a  year; 
and  I  submit  to  him  that  it  is  not  very  consistent 
in  him  to  undertake  to  refuse  a  mint  to  a  people 
who  are  producing  fifteen  or  twenty  million  a 
year,  and  who  are  two  or  three  times  as  far  from 
the  seat  of  the  central  Government. 

As  to  the  question  of  additional  expense  to  the 
Government,  I  stated  before  that  my  arnendment 
adds  only  $25,000  to  the  appropriation  contained 
in  the  bill  which  has  the  sanction  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  his  cominiitee. 
Mr.  Pollock's  own  report  of  last  year  shows  that 
the  Government  is  in  the  habit  of  imposing  a 
charge  upon  the  coinage  of  gold  sufficient  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  separating  and  of  coining.  There 
can  therefore  be  no  additional  expense  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  a  mere  question  of  policy  and  a 
question  of  finance  whether  the  gold  shall  bo 
coined  in  the  neighborhood  where  it  is  produced 
and  where  the  producers  can  at  least  have  some 
of  the  benefit  of  it,  or  whether  they  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  send  it  to  San  Francisco  or  to  Philadel- 
phia. The  reports  of  Mr.  Pollock  and  his  own 
letter  of  two  years  ago  are  conclusive  on  that  sub- 
ject.    In  that  letter  he  said: 

"  In  view  of  the  increased  production  of  gold  buUioa 
from  that  section" — 

Referring  to  Colorado — 
"and  the  delay,  expense,  and  inconvenience" — 

The  very  things  we  complain  of — 
"auendlnglts  transniUsion  Co  the  Mint  for  coinage,  and  to 
uld  in  ditfuKlug  a  metallic  currency  throughout  our  w«8i- 
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em  StHtes,  the  estiiblishnient  of  a  branch  mint  in  tliat  re- 
gion, for  tlie  coiiia<;e  ofj^old,  would  be  in  accordance  with 
tlio.  policy  of  past  legislation  in  similar  cases,  and  no  more 
llian  just.  Having  hut  little  information  in  relation  to  the 
diflcrent  commercial  points  in  the  same,  [  am  not  able  to 
yay  whether  the  city  of  Denver  is  the  most  advantageous 
point,  all  things  being  considered,  for  locating  the  proposed 
branch  mint." 

It  would  seem  that  ilic  cliainnan  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  lias  seen  some  new  light  which 
has  caused  liim  to  turn  a  sharp  corner.  He  must 
have  been  convinced  by  the  "disintegrating" 
argument  of  Pollock,  that  the  establishment  of 
branch  mints  is  likely  to  destroy  the  Government! 
I  can  see  no  other  reason  for  this  change.  I  think 
he  was  riglit  then,  and  I  think  he  is  wrong  now. 
He  perhaps  lliinks  that  he  is  right  now;  but  if  he 
is,  if  he  has  come  to  that  conclusion,  he  must  ad- 
mit that  he  was  wrong  then. 

One  objection  which  iVIr.  Pollock  brings  against 
the  establishment  of  this  branch  mint  is  the  cost 
of  transporting  acids,  and  especially  nitric  acid, 
which  is  necessary  to  the  separation  of  the  gold 
from  the  silver.  That  question  did  not  occur  to 
Mr.  Pollock  two  years  ago  wlien  he  was  in  favor 
of  establishing  a  branch  mint  at  Denver,  when  it 
was  known  that  the  cost  of  tran.sporting  any  ma- 
terial from  New  York  to  Denver  amounted  to  f  100 
a  ton.  The  cost  of  transporiingarticles  from  New 
York  to  Portland,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  amounts 
to  twenty-five  dollars  a  ton.  We  have  therefore 
seventy-five  dollars  per  ton  in  favor  of  the  latter 
place,  which  he  now  opposes,  as  against  the  place 
he  was  then  in  favor  of.  But  in  fact  the  cost  of 
the  trarisportation  of  the  acids  necessary  for  the 
separation  of  this  bullion  is  nota  question  in  issue. 
The  fact  is  that  the  nitric  acid,  the  most  expensive 
article,  and  that  which  is  most  used  in  the  sepa- 
ration of  gold  and  silver,  is  made  in  San  Francisco 
and  used  there. 

IVlr.  COLLAMER.  Allow  me  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman a  single  question.  1  want  to  know  whether 
all  the  purposes  of  which  he  speaks  will  not  be 
answered  by  an  assay  office.' 

Mr.  NESMITH.  They  will  not.  I  propose 
to  come  to  that  presently.  I  say  now  that  the  cost 
of  transportation  of  acids  is  not  a  question  of  de- 
bate in  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  the  acids 
being  made  in  California.  The  component  parts 
of  the  nitric  acid  being  brought  from  Mexico  and 
manufactured  in  San  Francisco,  there  can  be  but 
little  additional  cost;  and  I  apprehend  that  if  a 
mint  be  established  in  Oregon  as  in  San  Francisco, 
and  a  demand  created  there  for  the  article,  it  will 
be  produced  there.  That  disposes  of  the  entire 
argument  as  to  the  costs  of  acids. 

A  word  in  relation  to  the  question  of  the  differ- 
ence between  an  assay  office  and  a  mint.  •  The 
people  of  our  country  have  been  subjected  to 
great  inconvenience  for  the  want  of  coin  as  a  cir- 
culating medium.  As  1  explained  the  other  day, 
the  law  which  you  passed  making  greenbacks 
the  currency  of  the  country  and  a  legal  lender 
does  not  apply  there.  No  mail  receives  them  or 
pays  them  out  as  money,  unless  he  does  so  un- 
der the  judgment  of  a  court,  and  but  few  resort 
to  them  even  in  that  extremity.  Your  paper  is 
regarded  there  as  a  merchantable  commodity, 
bought  and  sold  for  its  value  in  coin  in  the  mar- 
ket. The  theory  prevails  on  this  side  of  the  con- 
tinent, I  know,  that  gold  fluctuates;  that  it  goes 
down  to  150  to-day  and  goes  up  to  190  to-mor- 
row; the  gold  dollar  that  is  worth  150  to-day 
enriches  its  owner  to-morrow  by  being  worth  190. 
But  on  our  coast,  perhaps  from  ignorance  or  stu- 
pidity, or  from  the  want  of  a  jiroper  appreciation 
of  these  fine  questions  of  finance  which  seem  to 
be  understood  so  well  by  some  gentlemen  here, 
we  have  taken  a  different  view.  We  regard  the 
gold  dollar  as  the  standard  of  value  without  ref- 
erence to  what  the  greenbacks  or  the  paper  of  the 
Government  may  be  worth.  Sonic  days  the  pa- 
per dollar  with  us  is  worth  seventy  or  eighty 
cents,  other  days  fifty  or  sixty  cents.  The  value 
of  the  gold  dollar  there  is  never  affected;  the  fluc- 
tdation  is  in  your  paper  money.  Paper  money 
not  being  the  currency  of  that  country,  we  are 
compelled  to  have  some  sort  of  circulating  me- 
dium for  the  accommodation  of  the  people.  Here- 
tofore, foreign  countries  have  taken  advantage  of 
our  extremity, and  have  sent  in  from  Mexicoand 
Central  and  South  America,  and  France  and  Eng- 
land, coins  wiiich  have  been  dispo.sed  of  in  the 
purchase  of  gold  dustand  l)ullionat  anenhanced 
value,  and  tiien  have  become  our  circulating  me- 


dium at  an  appreciation  causing  a  loss  to  us.  For 
instance,  n  Bolivian  dollar,  which  is  worth  about 
ninety-six  cents,  we  are  compelled  to  take  for  a 
dollar;  a  French  five-franc  piece,  which  is  worth 
ninety-four  or  ninety-five  cents,  is  in  the  same 
position;  the  Peruvian,  Mexican,  or  Central 
American  doubloon,  which  is  intrinsically  worth 
only  about  }jl5  50  or  $15  60,  is  always  imposed 
on  us  at  the  full  value  of  an  ounce,  $16;  and  so 
with  all  the  other  currency.  We  therefore  suffer 
a  depreciation  often  or  fifteen  per  cent,  generally 
in  the  use  of  foreign  coins  when  we  are  com- 
pelled to  convert  them  into  funds  which  can  be 
used  upon  this  side.  The  consequence  has  been 
that  we  have  either  been  driven  to  that  extremity 
or  every  man  has  been  compelled  to  go  about  as 
I  have  seen  men  with  a  pair  of  scales  and  small 
weights  in  his  pocket  to  weigh  out  the  money 
necessary  for  the  business  transactions  between 
neighbor  and  neighbor,  and  this,  too,  being  done 
all  the  time  when  we  have  the  extensive  minting 
facilities  which  Mr.  Pollock  applauds  so  at  Phil- 
adelphia. It  is  true  the  money  might  be  coined 
there;  but  for  all  practical  purposes,  so  far  as  we 
are  concerned,  the  Mint  might  as  well  be  in  the 
moon:  we  derive  no  practical  benefit  from  it. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  asks  me  to  what 
extent  these  troubles  would  be  removed  by  an  as- 
say office.  In  reply  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  that 
we  already  have  assay  offices  there;  and  we  look 
upon  an  assay  office  from  this  Government  as  no 
great  boon.  Any  man  who  has  money  enough 
to  buy  a  wagon  load  of  coal  and  a  bottle  of  nitric 
acid  can  set  up  an  assay  office,  and  charge  for  as- 
saying our  bullion,  and  ascertaining  the  exact 
value  of  it,  and  he  charges  no  more  than  the  Gov- 
ernment does  under  similar  circumstances.  The 
morkey  is  run  into  immense  bars  or  ingots,  each 
as  big  as  a  brick;  they  cannot  be  used  for  circu- 
lation; they  are  no  part  of  the  circulating  medium 
of  the  country;  they  becomea  commodity  of  com- 
merce, and  are  bought  and  sold.  We  are  com- 
pelled to  part  with  them  at  a  sacrifice  of  twenty 
per  cent,  if  they  are  sent  to  Philadelphia,  or  fif- 
teen per  cent,  if  sent  to  San  Francisco,  in  order 
to  have  them  converted  into  coin.  They  are  not 
the  circulating  medium  of  the  country;  we  make 
this  sacrifice  in  order  to  transfer  them  into  some- 
thing that  we  can  make  the  circulating  medium. 

We  make  no  objection  to  submitting  to  any 
additional  expense  in  order  to  have  our  dust  or 
bullion  converted  into  that  which  can  be  used  as 
a  circulating  medium;  and  the  reports  of  Mr. 
Pollock  and  the  history  of  the  Mint  show  that 
the  Government  is  in  the  habit  of  making  that 
charge.  To  that  we  make  no  demurrer.  We  are 
willingtobetaxed  to  any  extent,  and  we  are  willing 
to  pay  every  dollar  of  additional  expense  in  order 
to  have  our  dust  converted  into  coin,  rather  than  be 
compelled  to  circulate  the  dust  or  the  bullion. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman 
what  is  the  cost  of  carrying  it  to  San  Francisco 
and  having  it  coined  there.' 

Mr.  NESMITH.  The  freight  and  insurance 
will  cost  about  five  percent.  1  have  paid  as  high 
as  six.  My  colleague  who  was  home  last  sum- 
mer tells  me  that  the  express  charges  independent 
of  insurance  were  two  and  a  half  percent.  The 
voyage  to  San  Francisco  is  a  long  and  dangerous 
one.  It  is  more  than  a  thousand  miles  by  water 
over  a  dangerous  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia river,  and  the  cost  of  having  the  gold  taken 
down  and  returned  by  that  route,  including  the 
detention  at  San  Francisco,  amounts,  as  a  usual 
thing,  to  from  ten  to  fifteen  percent.  Supposing 
the  production,  as  was  estimated  last  year  by  men 
who  were  conversant  with  all  the  facts,  to  be 
$15,000,000,  you  can  estimate  what  amount  we  are 
taxed  for  transportation  and  coinage. 

We  have  nothing  to  say  about  the  mint  at  San 
Francisco.  Whether  you  enlarge  or  diminish  it 
it  does  not  affect  us  either  one  way  or  the  other. 
What  we  ask  of  Congress  is  to  relieve  us  from 
this  immense  tax.  In  place  ofan  assay  office  give 
us  a  branch  mint,  where  we  are  willing  and  able 
to  have  our  gold  converted  into  coin.  'I'he  neces- 
sary increase  which  is  demanded  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance — an  appro|)riation  of  $300,000 — 
for  the  enlargement  of  the  branch  mint  at  San 
Francisco  grows  precisely  out  of  this  fact,  and 
this  is  the  condition  of  affairs:  the  gold  is  sent 
there  in  such  superabundance  from  Oregon,  and 
Idaho,  and  Washington  Territory  that  they  are 
unable  to  coin  it,  and  therefore  they  dom'nnd 


greater  facilities  than  they  have  at  present.  We 
have  nothing  to  say  in  relation  to  that.  We 
neither  demand  that  you  shall  give  it  or  withhold 
it;  but  we  do  demand  that  you  shall  give  us  what 
we  think  we  are  justly  entitled  to. 

As  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts very  well  remarked,  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
mystery  and  humbug  about  this  question  of  a 
mint.  Everybody  who  undertakes  to  talk  about 
it  seems  to  surround  it  with  some  mysterious  and 
incomprehensible  dignity.  As  I  stated  the  other 
day,  it  is  nothing  but  a  mere  workshop  or  factory 
where  an  article  produced  by  a  certain  portion  of 
the  people  is  worked  up  for  the  convenience  of 
the  people  themselves.  As  a  proof  of  the  absurd- 
ity of  the  theory  which  Mr.  Pollock  urges  that 
there  are  ample  minting  facilities  at  the  Mint  in 
Philadelphia  and  the  mint  in  San  Francisco,  I 
merely  refer  to  the  history  of  the  last  year. 

It  proves  another  thing.  It  overturns  com- 
pletely his  argument  that  gold  will  seek  that  point 
for  coinage  where  it  can  be  coined  the  cheapest. 
That  is  not  true.  It  is  coined  about  nine  cents  per 
ounce  cheaper  at  Philadelphia  than  it  is  at  San 
Francisco.  If  the  argument  of  Mr.  Pollock  is 
correct  why  did  not  the  entire  gold  production  of 
that  region  last  year  go  to  Philadelphia,  where  it 
could  be  coined  nine  cents  per  ounce  cheaper  than 
it  could  be  in  San  Francisco?  The  fact  was  that 
the  increased  cost  of  transportation  was  more  than 
nine  cents  per  ounce.  It  was  some  forty  or  fifty 
cents  an  ounce;  and  therefore  the  gold  did  not  go 
to  Philadelphia.  I  apprehend  that  in  a  few  years, 
if  the  country  is  accommodated  as  it  should  be 
with  rnints,  no  gold  will  go  there,  and  there  will 
be  a  necessity  for  removing  the  Mint  from  that 
point  to  some  other  point  more  convenient  where 
gold  is  produced. 

Other  countries,  as  has  been  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  have  not  been  bound 
up  by  the  policy  which  has  been  indicated  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance;  neither 
has  our  own  country  hitherto.  We  had  three  or 
four  branch  mints  established  at  different  points. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  states  that  there 
are  some  five  or  six  in  France.  With  the  history  of 
that  I  am  not  familiar,  but  I  know  he  is.  I  know 
that  in  Mexico  this  coinage  is  deprived  of  that 
mysterious  dignity  which  Pollock  throws  around 
it,  and  it  is  let  out  by  contract,  and  men  bid  so 
much  for  making  the  money.  Individirals  do  it, 
in  place  of,  as  in  our  case,  the  Government  doing 
it.  Itis  thrown  open  to  free  and  fair  competition, 
and  the  men  who  obtain  the  contract  deduct  the 
amount  of  their  compensation  from  the  bullion 
which  is  deposited  in  their  hands  for  the  purpose 
of  coinage.  They  pay  themselves,  the  Govern- 
ment granting  the  permit;  and  I  apprehend  it  is 
so  in  all  countries;  or  at  least  I  apprehend  the 
policy  which  proposes  to  contract  our  coinage  fa- 
cilities to  one  particular  point  does  not  prevail 
anywhere  else. 

It  is  true  that  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia  with  an 
immense  establishment  may  be  able  to  coin  aTl 
the  bullTon  of  the  country.  I  suppose  it  is.  I 
might  answer  that  by  saying  that  the  saw-mills 
in  Maine  are  capable  of  sawing  all  the  saw-logs 
we  can  produce  in  Oregon;  but  it  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow  that  we  had  better  take  our  saw-logs 
from  Oregon  to  Maine  and  have  them  sawed  into 
lumber  there  and  then  take  the  lumber  back  to 
Oregon.  I  should  think  the  better  way  would  be 
to  build  mills  among  ourselves. 

So  I  may  say  of  the  codfish  which  abound  on 
the  native  coasts  of  the  Senator  from  Maine.  Be- 
cause, perhaps,  they  have  not  land  enough  in 
Maine  to  dry  them  on  when  they  are  caught, 
would  it  be  wise  in  them  to  undertake  to  send 
them  to  Oregon,  where  we  have  expansive  prairies 
on  which  they  might  be  spread  out.'  1  appre- 
hend it  would  be  cheaper  and  better  for  them  to 
purchase  land  in  Maine  or  extend  their  facilities 
in  some  way  and  do  the  business  where  the  article 
itself  is  produced. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  .' 

Mr.  NESMITH.  Certainly,  with  great  pleaa- 
u  re . 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  should  like  to  know 
how  much  of  the  gold  found  in  the  region  the 
Senator  represents  remains  there  necessarily  for 
use.'  Whaiamount  of  it  is  retained  there  for  the 
ordinary  use  of  the  people  who  are  carrying  o» 
buiitneas  there.' 
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Mr.'NESMITH.  That  is  a  question  tiint  the 
Senator  from  Maine  ought  to  be  more  able  to 
answer  tlian  myself.  He  is  an  able  financier,  the 
chairman  of  tlie  Committee  on  Finance,  and  lie 
o«giit  to  know,  it  is  his  duty  to  know,  all  about 
the  origin,  production,  coinage,  and  distribution 
of  the  precious  metals.  It  is  his  business  to 
know  it,  not  mine. 

Mr.  FESSEN  DEN.  The  Senator  knows  what 
the  business  of  Oregon  is  much  better  than  I  do. 
I  was  never  there,  and  do  not  know  so  much 
about  it.  I  supposed  with  reference  to  the  affairs 
of  his  own  State  that  he  might  be  able  to  inform 
me.  I  confess  my  ignorance  as  to  what  amount 
of  coin  is  necessary  to  do  the  business  of  his 
State. 

Mr.  NESM ITH.  To  be  candid  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine,  that  is  a  question  which  I  am 
unable  to  answer. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Is  not  vastly  the  largest 
portion  of  it  exported  ? 

Mr.  NESMITH.  It  is  like  the  codfish  of 
Maine,  distributed  throughout  the  country;  it 
goes  everywhere.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.     Does  it  come  back.' 

Mr.  NESMITH.  Sometimes  it  comes  back; 
it  fluctuates. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  codfish  does  not 
come  hack.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  NESMITH.  The  gold  does  not  generally 
come  back,  because  it  is  an  article  that  we  pro- 
duce constantly. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  suppose  the  Senator 
understands  my  question.  Is  not  very  much  the 
largest  part  of  the  gold  produced  there  exported.' 
Does  it  not  go  away  not  to  return.? 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  admit  thataareat  portion 
of  it  does.  " 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  is  arguing 
precisely  as  if  none  of  it  went  out,  or  if  it  did  that 
it  came  directly  back. 

Mr.  NESMITH*  It  does  not  all  go  out  or  all 
come  back;  but  I  admit  a  very  great  portion  of 
it  goes  out. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Does  it  not  go  to  San 
Francisco  where  there  is  a  mint? 

Mr.  NESMITH.  Notallofit.  Let  me  illus- 
trate this  matter.  Suppose  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  who  is  an  industrious  man,  was  a  resident 
of  Oregon,  and  iiad  produced  one  hundred  ounces 
of  gold  dust.  That  one  hundred  ounces  of  gold 
dust,  we  will  say,  might  coin  him  twenty  dollars 
if  he  had  it  at  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia,  and  out 
of  that  he  would  be  compelleA^o  pay  the  expense 
of  coinage.  He  wishes  to  Mree  a  remittance  to 
the  East  and  he  desires  to  use  the  gold  dust,  the 
intrinsic  value  that  he  has  in  his  hand.  He  goes 
to  an  express  company  or  a  banking  house  and 
he  says,  "Here  are  one  hundred  ounces  in  gold 
dust,  which,  coined  into  money,  would  be  worth 
twenty  dollars.  Now  1  desire  you  to  pay  such  a 
person  that  amount  or  else  transmit  this  East  and 
let  him  get  it  coined  there."  Their  answer  would 
be,  "It  is  only  worth  fifteen  or  sixteen  dollars 
here."  They  would  pay  him  tlie  depreciated 
amount  that  gold  dust  was  selling  for  in  the  mar- 
ket, on  account  of  the  superabundance  of  that 
material  produced  there  and  the  scarcity  of  coin 
to  redeem  it.  That  very  fact,  the  absence  of  coin, 
which  would  be  remedied  by  the  measure  I  pro- 
pose, depreciates  the  gold  dust  in  liis  hands  some 
three  or  four  or  five  dollars  an  ounce,  and  he  is 
compelled  to  submit  to  that  depreciation  in  order 
to  make  his  gold  dust  available. 

Now  I  think,  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
country,  when  we  are  overwhelmed  with  an  im- 
mense debt,  when  the  people  of  that  remote 
region  are  struggling,  as  they  have  been  for  years, 
to  open  up  tlie  country,  to  develop  the  mines,  to 
develop  those  vast  resources  of  wealth  which  lie 
hidden  among  their  mountains  and  upon  which 
you  must  rely  to  discharge  the  liabilities  you 
are  now  incurring,  it  will  only  be  fair  and  just 
and  good  policy  for  Congress  to  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  encourage  that  development. 
Everything  that  you  do  in  the  way  of  giving 
those  people  facilities  for  realizing  the  value  of 
the  gold  for  which  they  delve  in  the  earth  is  so 
much  done  to  increase  the  development  of  that 
country.  The  time  will  come,  when  that  country 
is  developed,  when  the  Government  will  want  to 
make  tiiose  lands  available.  They  will  want  to 
sell  them  or  to  realize  money  from  them.  They 
will    want   to  hold  them   as  a  resource   toward 


paying  the  great  accumulation  of  national  debt. 
Is  it  not  therefore  good  jiolicy  in  us  to  do  all  in 
our  power  to  make  them  more  valuable.'  The 
question  now  before  us  is  only  the  mere  differ- 
ence between  |75,000  and  f  100,000.  My  amend- 
ment proposes  an  appropriation  of  JJ100,000,  and 
that  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  $75,000.  I 
think  that  is  a  mere  paltry  consideration. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  occupied  much  more  of 
the  time  of  the  Senate  than  I  desired  to  do  on 
this  question,  butit  has  been  rendei-ed  necessary, 
in  my  opinion,  by  the  pertinacious  opposition 
which  this  measure  has  met  on  the  part  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine;  and,  unfortunately  for  me, 
for  some  reason  or  other,  all  my  measures  meet 
with  opposition  from  that  quarter.  Before  I  sit 
down,  perhaps  I  ought  to  tender  to  the  distin- 
guished Senator  from  Massachusetts  my  kind  re- 
gards for  coming  to  my  rescue  in  this  important 
crisis  of  our  State. 

Mr.  COWAN.  Mr.  President,  I  had  not  in- 
tended to  say  a  word  in  this  discussion,  for  really 
whether  there  shall  be  a  mint  in  Portland,  Ore- 
gon, or  whether  there  shall  not,  amounts  to  very 
little  with  me.  I  trust  that  the  day  will  never 
come  here  when  I  shall  be  willing  to  procure  for 
my  own  State  a  favor  a^  the  expense  of  another, 
or  to  prevent  another  State  from  obtaining  what 
she  wants  on  account  of  the  advantage  which  it 
might  be  to  mine  to  withhold  from  herherdesires. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
saying  one  word  in  regard  to  Governor  Pollock, 
who  has  been  assailed  here  in  my  opinion  in  a 
very  unjustifiable  manner.  He  has  been  held  up 
to  ridicule  before  the  eyes  of  the  nation  in  a  body 
where  he  has  no  opportunity  to  be  heard,  no 
chance  to  reply.  I  think  it  is  exceedingly  unfair  to 
a  gentleman  of  his  standing  and  ability  that  this 
should  be  done.  First  he  was  assailed  the  other 
day  by  the  light  artillery  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Oregon,  whose  barbs  everybody  knows 
are  admirably  pointed  and  sometimes  keenly 
poisoned.  This  is  sentabroad  all  over  the  coun- 
try for  the  purpose  of  rendering  Governor  Pollock 
ridiculous.  But  to  sum  up,  to-day  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  comes  upon  him  with  the 
heavy  artillery  and  attempts  to  crush  him  down 
on  the  ground  that  he  is  a  pedant,  and  that,  ow- 
ing to  his  place,  his  judgment  has  been  warped, 
and  that  he  has  not  given  that  opinion  to  the 
country  which  perhaps  he  would  have  done  if  he 
had  been  unbiased.  All  I  have  to  say  of  Govern- 
or Pollock  is  that  he  is  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar. 
His  education  has  been  perhaps  very  much  that 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  It  was  lib- 
eral in  his  youth.  In  his  profession  he  obtained 
distinction,  and  as  a  statesman  I  believe  he  has 
won  the  applause  of  his  fellow-countrymen.  He 
has  been  promoted  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the 
State  in  which  he  lives,  and  he  has  also  occupied 
a  seat  in  the  Halls  of  Congress. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  beg  leave  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator whether  his  promotion  has  occurred  since  he 
wrote  tkat  letter?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  COWAN.  I  will  attend  to  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  and  answer  his  question  directly. 

This  is  Governor  Pollock.  Now  if  this  man, 
when  requested  by  his  superior  officer  to  give  his 
opinion  upon  a  question  of  fact,  gives  it  fairly  and 
honestly,  and  if,  too,  as  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts says,  they  are  very  good  reasons  all 
but  one,  why  should  he  be  assailed  for  that  one? 
Why  should  he  be  turned  into  ridicule  because 
he  happened  to  use  the  phrase  "  national  disin- 
tegration?" 1  beg  these  learned  Senators  to  I'e- 
member  that  that  phrase  "  national  disintegra- 
tion" includes  a  great  question,  a  question  mooted 
long  ago,  as  long  ago,  1  think,  as  the  conquestof 
Persia  by  Alexander.  It  was  the  question  which 
the  Scythian  decided  by  setting  his  feet  on  the 
center  of  the  ox  hide.  I  am  free  to  say  that  I 
have  no  very  distinct  opinion  about  it.  1  do  not 
say  whether  you  can  bind  the  nation  more  strongly 
together  by  knitting  it  upon  the  center,  or  whether 
you  can  preserve  it  harmonious  by  distributing 
your  favors  equally  all  over  it,  putting  a  mint  in 
every  State,  an  arsenal  in  every  State,  a  foundery 
in  every  State,  and  a  navy-yaid  in  every  State. 
Gentlemen  may  very  well  difier  about  all  that; 
but  the  fact,  whether  a  man  expressed  an  opinion 
one  way  or  another,  ought  not,  I  think,  to  sub- 
ject him  to  this  storm  of  ridicule. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  tell  the  Senate  how  it  was  that  Gov- 


ernor Pollock  recommended  a  branch  mint  at 
Denver  and  denounced  one  at  Portland  ? 

Mr.  COWAN.  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  here 
prepared  to  say  that  Governor  Pollock  may  not 
have  done  a  great  many  inconsistent  things  in  his 
lifetime.  I  am  not  here  to  be  the  sponsor  of  his 
past  life.  I  am  here,  however,  to  say  that  I  am 
unwilling  that  he  shall  be  unfairly  treated,  that 
he  shall  be  made  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nation  for  that  which  will  not  warrant  it.  I  have 
only  to  say  that  Governor  Pollock  might  complain 
witik  Hamlet  in  his  encounter  with  the  grave- 
digger: 

"  We  must  speak  by  tlie  card,  or  equivocation  will  iiniio 
us.  By  tile  Lord,  Horatio,  these  tliree  years  I  have  taken 
note  of  it;  the  age  is  grown  so  picked,  that  the  toe  of  the 
peasant  conies  so  near  the  lieel  of  the  courtier,  he  galls  his 
kibe." 

Which  of  your  officers  will  be  willing  to  givo 
an  opinion  to  his  superior  officer  to  be  read  in  the 
Senate  if,  for  some  inadvertent  phrase  of  this  kind, 
if,  for  some  opinion  which  does  not  coincide  with 
the  views  of  those  who  advocate  particular  meas- 
ures, he  is  to  beheld  up  to  the  scorn  and  derision 
of  the  nation? 

Mr.  President,  I  hope  this  will  not  be  hereaf- 
ter. Surely  those  who  do  this  are  not  aware  of 
the  injury  and  wrong  they  may  inflict  upon  a 
kindly  heart  and  a  genial  soul  in  this  way.  I  am 
sure  that  the  Senator  from  Oregon  would  not  de- 
sire to  hurt  any  one's  feelings  inany  way,and  lam 
equally  sure  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
would  not  mean  to  reflect  personally  upon  Gov- 
ernor Pollock. 

That  is  all  I  have  to  say.  I  have  not  attempted 
to  influence  the  Senate  one  way  or  the  other  with 
regard  to  the  measure  which  the  Senator  from  Ore- 
gon has  at  heart.  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  if 
he  succeeds  in  it.  I  have  no  feeling  one  way  or 
the  other;  buti  think  it  due  to  Governor  Pollock 
that  he  should  not  be  assailed  in  this  wise  with- 
out a  single  word  being  said  in  his  behalf. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  1  was  under  the  impression 
that  I  did  not  assail  Governor  Pollack  the  other 
day.  1  read  a  very  short  extract  from  his  letter 
and  saw  fit  to  comment  on  that,  as  I  supposed  I 
had  a  right  to  do.  I  have  seen  Presidents'  mes- 
sages commented  on, and  every  paper  that  is  pro- 
duced from  any  of  the  Departments  is  open  to  criti- 
cism here.  I  think  the  most  cutting  criticism  that 
could  have  been  made  on  Governor's  Pollock's 
letter  would  have  been  to  publish  the  whole  of  it 
to  an  intelligent  community  and  allow  them  to 
read  it.  Notwithstanding  all  the  absurdities  it 
contains,  it  has,  as  I  said  the  other  day,  found 
advocates  on  this  floor.  I  did  not  object  to  that; 
but  I  did  object  a  little  the  other  day  when  the 
SenflRjrfrom  Wisconsin  brought  his  battery  of  ar- 
tillery to  bear  against  me  and  ridiculed  my  speech, 
saying  there  was  not  a  single  ray  of  reason  in  it, 
while  he  admitted  there  was  some  wit.  After  he 
had  thoroughly  disposed  of  me,  now  I  find  my- 
self attacked  by  the  very  distinguished  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  he  quotes  Shakspeare 
to  make  the  thing  conclusive.  1  have  not  read 
much  of  Shakspeare,  or  of  any  other  books;  but 
I  do  recollect  having  read  in  my  youth  a  classic 
work  which  I  believe  is  called  "  MotherGoose's 
Melodies,"  and  these  distinguished  Senators  re- 
mind me  of  that  work  where  it  says: 
"  The  bullfrog  cocked  his  tail  on  high 
And  went  bounding  o'er  the  plain, 
The  bumble-bee  went  thundering  by. 
And  then  came  down  tlie  rain." 
[Great  laughter.] 

We  have  had  a  striking  parallel  in  this  case, 
and  Pollock  has  been  vindicated  with  a  vengeance  ! 

Mr. FESSENDEN.  Idonotmean  tocontinue 
the  debate;  but  I  feel  bound  to  allude  to  one  or 
two  things  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Oregon. 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  imitate  or  copy  either  one 
Senator  or  the  other  in  their  poetical  quotations. 
They  quoted  according  to  their  tastes,  1  suppose, 
and  according  to  their  reading. 

The  Senator  from  Oregon  has  read  an  extract 
from  some  remarks  that  1  made  in  the  Senate 
when  the  branch  mint  at  Denver  was  established. 
I  believe  it  is  true,  as  1  stated  then,  that  ihe  pol- 
icy of  the  Government  had  been  to  establish  these 
branch  mints;  and  in  the  report  that  1  then  made 
to  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  1  was  iniluenced  in 
my  judgment  by  that  policy,  and  by  the  advice 
which  1  received  from  quarters  upon  which  I  felt 
1  had  a  right  to  rely.  But  now  a  ditferent  ques- 
tion is  presented  to  us  by  distinguished  uutliority, 
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from  distinguished  quarters;  and  timt  is,  as  we 
see  our  gold  fields  enlnrgine;,  whether  we  will 
continue  that  policy  of  erHctitig  a  branch  mint  in 
olmostevery  State  where  it  is  called  for,  orwhetlier 
we  will  adopt  a  different  policy-  As  to  the  ques- 
tion of  expense,  the  mere  expense  of  erecting  a 
building  is  not  so  great;  but  Senators  must  re- 
flect that  very  considerable  expense  is  necessarily 
incurred  in  the  operations  of  these  branch  mints; 
and  that  is  an  annual  expense.  I  confess  myself, 
with  the  rest  of  the  committee,  a  convert  to  the 
idea  that  we  had  better  stop  where  we  weK  in 
relation  to  the  matter.  If  the  Senator  is  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  I  have  no  objection. 

When  this  subject  was  last  under  considera- 
tion I  aslted  to  have  it  go  over,  tliat  I  might  sny 
something  upon  it,  although,  as  the  Senator  from 
Oregon  intimates,  1  have  said  nothing  new  or 
original.  1  made  that  request  because  1  believed 
the  Senate  had  acted  rather  hastily  and  under  the 
influence  of  personal  appeals  from  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  in  adopting  the  amendment,  and  I 
wished  before  the  voteon  concurringiii  theamend- 
ment  was  taken,  as  it  was  my  duty  to  do,  to  pre- 
sent the  question  more  distinctly  to  the  Senate. 
I  did  not  suppose  I  could  add  anything  to  tlie 
argument  in  relation  to  it.  1  did  not  have  much 
hope  then,  and  1  have  not  now,  of  defeating  the 
amendment.  1  siiould  not  have  hud  much  hope 
of  doing  so  even  without  the  addition  of  what  iti^ 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  calls  the  hervy  artil- 
I(?ry  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  that  has 
been  brought  to  bear  upon  it.  The  result,  I  take 
it,  would  have  been  the  same.  It  .seems  that  more 
jjersona  than  myself  can  change  thfir  opinions  on 
questions,  and  within  a  very  much  shorter  time. 
What  the  reasons  may  be  for  that  change,  whether 
owing  to  personal  appeals  and  to  expected  com- 
pliments in  return,  1  do  not  know,  and  it  is  not 
for  me  to  say. 

As  I  said  before, 'it  is  a  matter  of  no  conse- 
quence to  me,  individually,  whether  this  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  shall  be  adopted  or 
not.  I  am  equally  satisfied  either  way,  except 
that  my  judgment  goes  one  way,  and  if  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Senate  is  against  it  I  shall  regret  it  only 
so  far  as  that  i  am  not  convinced.  If  they  choose 
to  spend  more  money  on  branch  mints,  so  be  it; 
I  have  done  my  duty. 

But  one  word  more;  and  that  i.s  what  1  prin- 
cipally rose  to  say.  It  is  very  unjust  in  the  Sen- 
ator from  Oregon  or  any  other  Senator  to  under- 
take to  say  that  I  am  not  favorable  to  his  individual 
propositions.  I  am  not  aware  that  1  have  par- 
ticularly opposed  the  propositions  of  the  Senator 
from  Oregon.  I  do  not  stop  to  inquire  who  pro- 
poses or  who  advocates  a  measure,  who^ti-o- 
duced  it  or  who  is  in  favor  of  it  or  who  is  against 
it.  I  act  upon  no  such  principle  here  in  any  case, 
and  no  Senator  can  with  truth  cliarge  me  with  it. 
I  am  in  sometliing  of  an  unfortunate  position. 
1  am  obliged  to  examine  a  very  great  variety  of 
questions  involving  appropriations  of  money. 
That  becomes  my  duty;  and  very  frequently  the 
questions  come  up  here,  coming  from  other  com- 
mittees, involving  appropriations  of  money, and 
come  up  so  suddenly  that  I  have  had  no  time  to 
examine  them.  Still  it  becomes  my  duty  to  get 
.that  time  if  I  can,  and  to  inquire  into  them,  and 
if  my  judgment  is  against  them  to  express  that 
opinion  to  the  Senate.  That  is  a  responsibility 
wiiich  1  think  rests  upon  me;  and  consequently 
I  come  in  collision  very  frequently  with  the  fa- 
vored projects  of  Senators.  That  is  a  necessity 
arising  from  the  very  circumstances  in  which  1 
find  myself  placed.  1  beg  Senators  to  assure 
themselves  that  I  never  examine  a  question  or 
give  an  opinion  upon  it  having  the  slightest  ref- 
erence or  being  in  the  slightest  degree  afTected  by 
tlie  Senator  who  happens  to  offer  it  or  who  hap- 
pens to  be  interested  in  it.  Certainly,  if  I  were 
disposed  to  exercise  my  judgment  in  thnt  way, 
the  Stnnior  from  Oregon  is  one  of  the  last  Sena- 
tors in  this  body  I  should  select  for  any  such  0f:er- 
alion,  because  our  relations  have  always  been  per- 
fti-.ily  I'riendly,  and  1  liave  recognized  the  propri- 
fiy  of  hisBclion  here,  and  the  zeal  and  in«nlirie«e 
Wiih  wliicli  he  has  supportui  the  Govt-ninienl  in 
its  prevent  struggle,  and  my  feelings  toward  him 
and  toward  his  collcatrue  liave  always  been  most 
kind. 

INow,  therefon-,  I  beg  Senators  to  judge  my 
action  by  the  action  itxelf, and  to  n.sk  tlieitiselveB 
wiietlieK*  if  1  tie^acl  thv  duty  whicli  1  liiink  is  im- 


posed upon  me,  I  shall  be  acting  conscientiously 
as  a  Senator  and  right.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say 
in  reference  to  the  reniaiks  of  the  Senator  from 
Oregon,  disclaiming  the  imputation  which  he 
seeks  to  place  upon  me,  and  saying,  as  1  do  most 
firmly  and  most  distinctly  to  Senators  oil  around 
me,  tliat  I  shall  continue  in  the  course  I  have  hith- 
erto followed  with  reference  to  that  mafter,  be- 
cause such  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty,  and  I  shall 
do  it  at  all  hazards  so  long  as  I  have  a  seat  in  this 
body. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Anthony 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  On  that  question  I  desire 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  fiUCKALEW.  I  desire  to  know  whetlier 
an  amendment  is  now  in  order.  If  it  is,  1  move 
to  strike  out  the  first  eight  sections  of  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
will  first  be  taken  on  concurring  in  the  ametid- 
tieni  made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
the  Senator  can  olfer  his  amendment  after  that 
question  has  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
be  again  reported. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  what  it  is  st-bstaiiiinlly.  The  bill, 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  pro- 
i  vides  for  an  a.ssay  office  at  Dalles  City,  Oregon, 
and  appropriates  jJ75,U00  for  thai  {lurposi,-.  Tin; 
ameiulmenl  whicli  is  now  pending,  and  which  is 
now  to  be  voted  upon,  [irovideslor  iheestablish- 
ment  of  a  branch  mint  in  Oregon,  and  makes  an 
appropriation  of  $100,000, a  ditference  of  $25,000. 
1'hat  IS  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
reporting  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  1  understood  from  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  that  he  desired  to  make  the  aineiidmeiit 
which  he  has  suggested  because  it  had  a  bearing 
on  the  question  of  this  very  amendment;  that  the 
striking  out  of  one  section  and  putting  in  others, 
as  I  understood,  made  some  tliffeient  arrange- 
ment about  the  iiiint  in  Nevada. 

Mr.  NESMITH.  It  does  not.  The  ninth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  provides 
for  the  establishment  of  an  assay  office  at  Dalles, 
Oregon.  I  move  to  strike  out  that  section,  and 
substitute  for  it  the  amendment  which  is  row  to 
be  voted  on.  Theeightli  section  of  the  bill  of  the 
committee  is  in  these  words: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  act  approved  March 
3,  1863,  eiilitkd  "An  act  to  estiibliflia  branch  mint  ol'tlie 
United  States  in  the  Territory  ot  Nevada,"'  is  hereby  re- 
pealed uitli  the  exception  ol  the  eigluli  section  ihereof. 

That  is  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill.  My 
amendment  only  applies  to  the  ninth  section. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  23,  nays  15;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Carlile,  Chandler,  Conness,  Davis,  Hale, 
Harding,  Udiderson,  lleiidrick.-i,  Howard,  haiie  ot  Indi- 
ana, Lane  of  Kansas,  MoDoii^all,  Morgan,  Nosniilh, 
I'omeroy,  I'owell,  Ramsey,  Riddle,  Sprague,  Suinner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Wilkinson,  and  VVilley— 'iU. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anthony,  IJuckalew,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Cowan,  Doolililt;,  Fessciiden,  Foot,  Foster,  Giiines,  Howe, 
Johnson,  Morrill,  Sherman,  and  Van  Winkle — 15. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW.  I  now  make  the  motion 
that  I  indicated  before,  to  strike  out  the  firsteight 
sections  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  am  very  glad  that  this 
amendment  has  been  moved  by  tlie  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania.  A  bill  was  passed  at  the  last  Con- 
gress giving  a  mint  to  Nevada  Territory.  The 
reawona  why  a  mint  was  necessary  there  were 
urged  very  strongly  upon  the  last  Congress,  and 
convinced  the  Committee  on  Finance, and  the  bill 
passed  with  the  concurrence  of  that  committee, 
riiere  is  more  silver  being  produced  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Nevada  now  tluin  in  any  like  area  in 
the  world,  and  also  a  very  great  amount  of  gold. 
It  is  going  now,  with  all  the  attendant  expenses, 
to  England,  for  the  purpose  of  being  coim^d  into 
money.  There  is  no  [larl  of  the  country  where 
a  mint  would  be  more  valuable  to  the  people  and 
more  generally  advantageous  to  the  country  than 
in  Nevada  Territory.  ^ 

Ni-vadu,  a  tV'w  years  since,  was  only  populated 
by  Indians.  It  contnins  now  a  population  run- 
ning up  into  the  neighborhood  of  tiiK  hundred  and 


fifty  thousand,  all  engaged  in  the  produt^ion  of 
the  precious  metals,  gold  and  silver.  San  Fran- 
I  cisco  is  the  nearest  point  where  either  can  be 
il  coined,  and  as  is  known  to  the  Senate,  the  mint 
I  of  San  Francisco  is  not  equal  to  the  transaction 
l!  of  the  business  for  California  itself.  The  build- 
ing used  as  a  mint  there  was  bought  upon  a  spec- 
ulative contract  long  years  ago  when  gold  was 
first  discovered,  and  is  not  adequate  even  to  the 
transaction  of  the  home  business;  but  if  it  were, 
the  shipping  of  the  raw  material  from  the  Terri- 
tory of  Nevada  to  San  Francisco  is  a  charge  that 
the  people  of  that  Territory  should  not  be  com- 
pelled to  bear.  The  percentage  of  diflereiic« 
would  pay  five  times  the  expense  of  conducting 
the  mint.  It  is  the  business  of  the  Government 
to  coin  money  and  to  reduce  our  gold  and  silver 
into  a  form  that  will  he  available.  I  think  that 
the  coinage  of  the  gold  and  silver  brought  out  of 
the  mountains  in  Nevada  Territory,  and  in  Idaho, 
and  in  Oregon,  and  in  California  is  entitled  to 
quite  as  much  consideration  as  the  coinage  up  ;U 
the  Treasury  building.  At  some  time,  in  the 
course  of  Providence,  we  hope  that  it  may  take 
the  place  of  the  nominal  values  now  furnislied  by 
the  Government. 

I  am  clearly,  fully  convinced  that  gentlemen  in 
both  branches  of  Congress  do  not  appreciate  the 
importance  of  furnishing  laciliiies  for  convi-riing 
the  dust  wa.shed  out  of  our  streams  and  dugout 
of  our  hills  into  currency  in  the  immediate  viciii- 
ity.  Geiitlenieii  ask  whf  we  are  cmicerned  about 
i  this,  because  it  pas.ses  out  from  among  us.  It 
does  pass  out  too  much  from  among  us,  for  the 
reason  that  we  cannot  coiiV'-rt  it  into  money  that 
can  be  exchanged,  and  tlierefore  gold  dust  must 
go  out  to  a  mint,  and  generally  at  a  charge  of  at 
least  three  [Wrceiit. — it  is  frequently  five  [.ercnU. 
— which  is  a  loss  to  those  who  produce  the  gold. 
For  the  purpose  of  exchange,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  indebtedness  East,  if  it  is  needed  here,  it 
will  come  here;  but  those  wLo  earn  rlie  wealth  of 
the  mountains  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows  are  en- 
titled to  have  what  they  have  earned  as  a  residmiin 
that  belongs  to  them.  They  live  in  Nevodu  Ti-r- 
ritory  in  the  paiiioulnr  in.siance.  In  other  in- 
stances they  live  in  Idaho,  ihey  live  in  Oregon, 
they  live  in  Cnliinriiia;  aiitl  because  they  have  to 
send  for  manufactured  articles  and  for  merchan- 
dise to  the  East  it  is  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  in  the  residuum  be  perfectly  protected;  ami  a 
five  per  cent,  tax  ot-n  three  per  cent,  tax  on  tht;ir 
labor  is  ail  injustice,  and  it  is  that  much  over  and 
above  wlint  the  cogt  of  coining  would  be. 

The  bill  as  pa#|pl,  upon  full  consideration,  in 
favor  of  Nevada,  I  believe  should  be  maintained 
a  law.  I  ;jue  no  objection,  I  have  heard  no  reason 
suggested  why  that  gieat.silver-producing  coun- 
try, the  greatest  in  the  world,  where  I  think  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  of  our  men  are 
now  at  work  bringing  out  silver  and  gi>ld  from 
the  mines,  should  not  have  the  means  of  convert- 
ing the  product  of  their  labor  into  coin,  tor  it  is 
dug  out  and  produced  for  that  sole  purpose.  I 
see  no  reason  why  they  should  be  taxed,  for  it  is 
a  tax  of  I  think  more  than  five  per  cent,  upmi 
them.  I  hope  that  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  will  be  adopted. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Antuont 
in  the  chair.)  The  amendment  i3*lo  strike  out 
the  first  eight  sections  of  tiie  bill. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Kansas.  It  is  to  leave  the  branch 
mint  ill  Nevada  instead  of  an  assay  oftice. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  The  proposition  is  to 
leave  it  as  it  was. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW.  The  object  of  the  amend- 
ment is  to  leave  Nevada  and  Oregon  upon  pre- 
cisely the  same  footing,  on  a  perfect  equality. 
'I'liat  is  all. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading;  and  it  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NESMITH,  the  title  was 
amended  so  as  to  read,  "A  bill  to  establish  a 
branch  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States  at  Dalles 
City,  in  the  Stale  of  Oregon." 

NATIONAL    CUKUENCY. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  1  ask  now  that  the  «n- 
fiiiished  business  of  yesterday  be  taken  up. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Tlie  special 
order  which  was  informully  laid  aside  will  now 
be  f>roceeded  with. 

The  Senaieitts  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, re- 
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